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7111 recently Political Geography was not dealt
seperately in India by geographers; its scépe and contents
were mostly included in Human Gquraphy1a The scopejbf'poli-
tical Geograﬁhy is the'analysis-of the relationship'betwéen
community and their‘environment; Thus, it is an important
‘branch of Human Geography whigh'is_a Science that deals with

. the relationship between man in séciety and their physical
environthents One méstlyvétudies in Political Geograﬁhy two
_grdups of phenomenas; men organised in political units on the
one hand, and on ﬁﬁe other hand those faets of Beographycal |
environment, as they are distribufed over the earth surface,
which are significant for political adtivityzd Thus to pht in
the words of Pounds, Political Geography "is concerned with
Politically organized areas, their resources and extend, and
the reasons for thé.particular geographfcal forms which they
assum§39

Phe hierarchy of these Politiecally organised areas,

form the smallest level, as in India, are Sub-Divisions,
Districts, States, Hational, and Internationals. These are
the administrative areas and not-nessesarily geographjcal
areas. But, a particular district or state co-incidentally
tend tb be a geographjcally homogeneous region. An adminis-
trative factor no dcubt ties the unity of a particulae area,
but the co-incidénce of political boubdaries with geogra- |
phycal boundaries certainly further strengthens the unity
within a States In other words, the administrators of a
geographycally heterogeneogs area have much greater work

to do for the intelrity of that State than those of a
geographycally homogeneous politieal unit. The homogeneity

or_heterogeneity of a region depends on the number of




geographycal factors in an area taken into consideration.
These geographycal factors generally are relief, climate,
poputation, ethnicé diversity, language, religion, distri-

bution of resources, occupation, soil, size, location, etc.

Prescott? have examined the interrelationship
betwegn the geographécal factors and political systems:
First, he discussed the influence of geographycal factors
on politics. Regional or local governﬁent and economic:and
soéial functions of government, political parties, groups
and asseciations,pablic opinions, area/historical sur#éy of
area studies, colonial_politics and linkage politics, all of
these significantly ihfluenced by the'geographjcal factors
such as Biogeography, Climate, Geomorphology, Location, %
Beonomic Geography and Population Geographys. Secondly and
on the other hand, there are geographycal factors which are
signifibantlyV$§1political decisions and actions.: POpulation,
ecomony, trade, transport, administrative divisions, boundaries,
settlement, and physical landscape are either "significantly
influenced" or "negligibly influehced" by the political
decisions and actions6. But the degree of these influences

nay be different from one onother; some may even be "uncertain”.

Political Geography, again, cannot be clearly
understood without some reference to the history of the area
taken into consideration- although a political geographer
is primarily concerned mostly with the present and the imme-
diate past, with the contemporary facets of the continious

efforts to adjust political systems to changing geography,



and with the formation of new policies to meet alternations

irn the balance of political powere7.

A geographycal space of political unit is a contri-
buting snd dependent factor upon the political character of
the society occupying it. location, according $o Ratzel, is
a factor which made the spage occupied by a State uniques.

The location, size, altitude and frontiers of a State determine
1ts activ1ties, character and destiny. A State has a natural
tendency to expand with inceease in population. It also expands$
with the gradual merger of smaller units into it. The nature

of its frontiers is important for both.its security and expan-
sion. In its growth, it strives to absorb politically valuable

_ territories which may include plains, rivers,minerale ore
deposit areas, hillé; fertile soil, eté¢s The apetite of a

State for territory grows through expansione.

) Rudolf EKjellen, who first uséd the term "geopolitik",
1ndeve10ping Ratzel's ideas said that " a State was a 1iving
organism, the territory, its body, the capital and administra-
tlon,-tbe heart and 1unge, the rivers and theroad roadS.cec..
the arteries and veins; and the areas rich in raw materials
and in the food nessesary for growth, the 1imb8e.... the most
jmportant attribute of a State was power and that the life of

a State depended upon its solil, government, people, ecopomy,

and culture"9



The questidi a State being a living organism
automatically brings about the importance of its frontier:
zones and boundaries which were mostly remoted in the iﬁi;
innitial stageeQ Laege areas of a gtate land surface, then
unfit for human developmént because of physical conditions
vere frequently left as protective barriers behind whicﬁ a
young ewganization could develop in epype comparative'éafety.
This was exactly what happened in the Purvachal réﬂgés,
during the ttmes of British rule in India. Gradually thése
barriers have been overcome in oné.way or ano£ber, and they
have been incorporated in the territory of States, ewen in
the remoted hilly terraines: State contrale has been ékpan-
dirg untill it meets tHe authority of other States, when
dividing lines became hessary rnot only the 1nter-Sta£e but
sub~divisional boundaries within the State for local admi=
nistrative conveniencess These boundaries remaiﬁ as marginal
zones and in some éaées they constitude regions of dispute
between adjacent stétesfaﬁa as such are disruptive elements
in interstate relatibns which the political geographgr-cannot
affor§ to ignore. Ffbntiers are aerial, boundaries are linear

in character‘o.

The Hmar Biel of Manipur was a part of the fron-
tief zones between Fanipur, Mizoram and Assam. This fron-
tier zone has -the Tuiruong river running in the middle of
But due to the political expansion or development

the zone.

of the more superior races who were helped by the English,
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this zone was seperated when the Tuiruong was selected as
a boundary line. The importance of this zone now plays a
significant role in the policieé of Manipur, Assam and ¥
Mizoram., But this is a rgcent sprout in case of Manipur,
The Wanipgr government paid attentioﬁ to this Bone partlj
because of the Mizo Unifiéation policy or Gr§ater Mizoram
policy_of the Mizoe,'Thg 1dcal‘tribal groupé are peihaps
avare that Central or State gevernments seldom pays ﬁeed
towards the dewelopment of areas where there is no traublé

at all.

Conditions of human existance are ﬁot easy in these
frontier z20nes. Thé.ever-pregent pésSibility of boundary éhan-
ges with their associated upheaval in political alegiance
are enimieal to security of the State, and seldom have the
wishes of the inhabitants been consulted when decisions

11, Being

vere made in the allocation of their territary
aware of the harms for this, the fbamers of the Indian
Constitution provided for these people a right to express
their wishes in Article 3 of the Indian Constitution. .
Even then, the Mizos of Manipur are‘étill longing to be #%e

together whth their fellow Mizos ofﬁﬂﬁn&pua,,h¢i?y‘4wwu

The tribél peoples of the;Churachanépur District
aré administratively, socially and e¢onomical1y Manipuris,
put they are Mizos as far as languégé}ip religion, ethno-
logical origin, historical backgfoﬁnd, etc. 1s concerned,
The relief 6 of the land- have the same nature rugged topo-
graphy similar to that of Mizoram. This brings about their

oneness in occupation, tradition, foodhabits,socio-economic



heritages, etc. But the Meiteis, on the other hand,{ﬁéd the
nature of staying within the flat valiey of Imphal. Thus they
are completely differént in language,is feligion,_traditional
customs, occupation, festivals, socio-economic heritages,
physical nature, etc. ete. The young meiteis are, thﬁs, some-
times tempted to consider the Hmars as "foreigners". Whatever
the basis of differentiation between human societied; ethnie,
origin, religion, ianguage, economic activities, political
systems, or a combination of two or'more of these, the cemen-
ting agencies do not suddenly stOp:short'at a rivef,”a noun-

h12;VRiVer boundaries tend to

tain range, a 1ake’or-a mars
exert a unifying influence rather than a seperating'influence.
This is because the rivers and vaileys usually provi&évthe
same type of activities on both éi&es vhich foster éoéial

and conmercial intercoursee.

The Bise Hmars are the méstAnumerously divided tribe
of the Hizos13, who at present are settled mostly in the
south weat of Manipur,Northern Mizoram, Cachar and and north
Cachar Hills of Assam, North Bast Tripura and the Easterm
borders of Meghalaya14. Although they are a Mizo tribe,
due to their unfortunate dispersioﬁ in differént Stgtes, it
is nessesary that they shpuld be seperately recognisgd as a
Scheduled tribe in omder to enjoy their tribal rights under
the Constitution of India. Therefore, Hmar is reeegnieeé a
recogniged Scheduled Pribe under the Constitution (Scheduled
Caste/Tribe) Order, 1950; The Constitution (Schedmled Caste/
Prive) Union Territory Order 1951, as ammended by the
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Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Prive {Modification) Order
1956+ But this rectgnition is just by the National Cons-
titution of India and they are no+t in the Tribal lists of
Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura§ it s recognised only in
Hanipur where they constituted the sixth largest out of

15

twenty eight tribal groups in the State' °. In Mizoram, it

is a Sub-Trihe of the "Mézo".

0f the Mongoloid Stock, the Huars belong to the
Tibveto+«Burman group.'Again,théy are one of the "Kuki" tribés
<of‘Hackenzie16.'Roy Eurmanvfurther claaéified'the,Kﬁki tribes
into Old and New in which the Hmars belong to the "0ld Euki®
tribes17; Due to the differences in opinibns withrégard to
the term "Kuki', a tri-varded term “6hin-Kuki-Mizosﬁ'have
" come up among the presert day Scholars18' This is to:inélude
.a11 the allied tribes, wvhether Old or New, and the Hmars are

in the Hizo gronp.

_ Tha origin home of the Hmars is Sinlung or Chhin-
lung vhich was somawhere 1n China. They migrated westwards
“(they call thegr westward move as"4lang “thlang—tla") and se
settled in San (the Shan State of Burma); then again in the
Eawl phai (the Kabaw Valley of Burma). It was_from»th;s
-Kawiphai Settlement thatAthey starteé to organiseéd g§9yate-
matic administrative uﬁit. After staying for sometimg in
KaW3phai; they still moved towards éest prior tO'thefSSh or
10th Centuries'®. Then they ultimately reached and settled
in Champhai of the: present Mizoram. They established themsel~-
"vas into Xings and Chieftains of.different villages which

wefe named according to the c}anSe;They stayed in and



a®eq around the fértile Chamﬁhai untill the Leseis came in
by around 1780 2.0.2%, Seme of them perhaps went stféight
towards the present eastern Tripufa; the plains of Ma#ipur,
Cachar, and North Cachar Hills without settling in Qﬁamphai.
The Champhal settlers now #m» #he Beath are in the:South
West Manipur. | o

It has already beem mentioned that the Hmars are the Sixth
largest out of the twenty eight tribal groups in Magipur.
Their total population in Manipur was 23,312 in 1974; and
this Tose to 30,672 in 1981°', Out of this; about 93% of the
Hmar population of Manipur are in the Chnrachan&pur'Districtzzs
Even in this District, the Tipatmikh Sub=Division is dwke-
basbé inhabitted by only Hmars, except a very small-pbpua
lation of Bengalis éléng the ?uiruoﬁg rivers In other States,
‘there are no reliable statisiical datas which can give us

the exact figures But if a population census of the tride

is done tﬁere should atleast be twenty thousard in each of

the States viz. Agsam, Migoram, Tripure and Meghalayas

Phe areas they eccupy in each o0f these states
being Hilly, the geographyeal conditions do not give them
much scope for their socio-economie prcgresa. They are
agriculturists from time immemorial, and‘ﬁéés.cultxvation
on the slopes of hills is,particularly practiseds Being in
the most remoted region in each of these states; they are
always isolated from the mcdern systems of progresss But
after the coming of Christianity and education, they are
increasingly avare of the dreaded Sidee State in vhich they

were ins




bab§§e§d .A8 they ﬁgcame mé;e and more concilous of their
backwardnegs, they became more and more anxious to be toge-
ther with the other mMizos under one adminigtrative wunit.
This culminated to the coming up of political parties one
V-aftef another. Pirst, the Hizo Union since 1946 foughﬁ;for
tﬁe rights of the peopleEB; againgt the Colonial Sexrvitudes
(Chiefs) and for the Mizo Integratiem. But the acceptance of
a District Council for Imshai Hills, vhich excluded %he Hmar
areas, by the Eizo Union of Lushai Hills in 1952 was consi-
défe& as an act of betrayal. Then the Mizo Union wasrejected
by a section of the people and a nev'golitical party éalled
.Hma#VCOngreas was formed in October 195224, Pnis dtvided the
people intO'two.Sections3 But a mew party called Hmar Hetional
Uhion<came ihto being in the same year to unite the'th; Thia

party participated im the Manipur Government, till nowe

But the. people could not forget the Mizc integra=~
tion policy; and besides, the integration of she all the
Hmay inhabitted areas of digferanﬁ|S&ates' This aection
started a new political party called Hmar Peoples® Federation
in 197725¢ Although unelected so far, this party pleys an
important role in the Assembly elections of Manipur, specially
in the Churachandpur District. It has beceme the geveral
belief of the people that Mizoram could not figkt or do not
went to fight for the HMizo areas' integration, and the Hmars
are in a dilemma ané would be inelinad teo ary political

party that they came ee®ese aCCYOS8s Some gection have



already joined'the Zomi.ﬁatiohalxﬁongress and Pu Gouging
‘the.President, sald "Hmar Zomis who have, boen morally deni-
‘g;aaéd'have once again saw ths light of Zomi unity“zs,

This party is fighting for a Union Territory for all the
Zomis/NMizos who are outsids Mizoram. At the same time some
Hmars who are in Mizoram considered the signing of "Memorune
dum of Settlement® between the Indian Union and Pu‘Qaldenga
{FEP} as a confirmation of their betrayal of the Amars. This
resgglted to the pf-emergence of the Emar §§§§§§a§é2ﬁ°ﬁiéﬁﬁiﬁ

in 1987 to fight for a district in northern Mizorame

Thus the rcot cause of the Huar prodblem im tae
distribution of their land by roughly using the drvairnage
systems which are in the middle of their inhabited zrease.
The Tuiruong (Barak) and Tuival river wvere used as bouhdary
lines by the Treaty between the Briitiph and the Maharaja of

2? - Their geograph;y csuseé their gocio=

Manipur in 1833%
cultural and eoonomic backwardness, their iscleticn from
the hodern systems of devclcpment, and the most imporiant

8f allis'their sepera¥ion. Thus the geégraphycal enviréén—
"ment,-sa far slways and ir all respsct, proved to be unfa-
voﬁrable for the Hmérs. *knvironmental Contrdle®, to use

ﬁﬁe vords of Sample. s i sc great in tkeir history, present
cénditicns of.Socioéaconomic life, politivs and i&ialogiest
that one @ would never be able to understand thelr problenms

without firfst understanding how and what are the direct

and indirect effecis.
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The pregent study - A Political Geography of the
Hpar-lidgos” - being the first ever paper on the subject and
6n the Hmars, one 40 not have many sourse of informstion and
datas vhich concerns the subjects Horeover, the Hmars being
seperated in different States where they became minorities
and settled in the mogt remoted areas of each of these Statss,
their problems-etéq'arerdifferent-frcm-eaeh<$-othsr@ﬁ§heré
aye difficulties in collecting datas; their common problems
are difficult to f£ind outs .Eut at_présent, ve propoged to
study only those of Fanipur and their relationship with
Pizorams In this chapter, it may’nét‘be nessesary to discuss
&1l ouvr source of information as the refereneces are put at
¢the ond of every chapter. As'Politieal~Geogra§hy studies the
iﬂter:elationShip between CGeography and Politics; one bhave
%o start with the physical aspects of the regioné

6 Bhysical Geosraphys

There are large number of books and materials with
rogara to the physiecal geography of the whole.of the Purva-
chal ranges. Besides, Manipur io quite advance towazrds the
géographyeal writings of the State as a vhole, end particu-
larly on the Central Plains. The Central Flains, being the

most thickly populated and most developed area, are thoroughly

ptudied by Scholars. Of the many‘sourceé of informations,

$he book 6f R.P. Singh'e Geography of Manipur, 1982, and
Sede Ansari's Economic Gedgraphy of Hanipur, lﬂzé?@ are
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The Geography of Manipur, 1982, atterpts & geog=-
raphyca} survey of various aspects of physicsl and cultural
iandscape. The introductory Chapter traces the historical
evolution and the political and administrative structure of
e the State. Thig is followed by a description of‘tﬁe bhysi=-

¢al landscape such as geology, relief, drainage, ¢limate,
natural vegitation and secile. Attention is also draﬂﬁpza the
population paberm patterns, its uneven density and distribue

tion, the cultural landscape, dealing vith the rural and

urban settlements, cultural groups, their religior language
and dances. R.P. S&ggy Singh took his Masters®' Degroe in Geog=-
rophy from Allahabad Upiversity in 1960 and Dectorate in
Political Geography from Vikram University in 1969, He is
8losely associated with the Indian Council of Geograplers,
Indian Science Congress Association and the Indian .Institute
©f Fablic Administration. He is a Benior Lecturer in Geog-
raphy at D.¥. College of Arts and Comwerce, Imph&l@ He has
published a number of papers besides the book Blegtoxrs

Folitice in Manipur: A Spatio-Temporal Study, 1963+«

of éeurse. there are no books so far whiﬁﬁ*deala
with any single.district of Wanipur. But the available
books on Manipurs Geography gives us a general ides,; and
these ideas have to be confirmed by field studies o©f %the
region concerned. With regard to the facts and figure of
altitudes, climatic dates, drainage etc. Statistical
ﬁéﬁdbéoks and the puhlications.of Beonormies & Statistics
Depertment are éoneulte&. Por ézample, the highest peak of
{hurachandpur District is the Kailam tlang (6;§pa ft. above

©ean Sea—levelj). Phis mountain range runs from north to #¢
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gouth and 1t marks the dividing line botween the westorn
lower hills and the eastern higher hills of the district.
Whatgver the elevation may be, 211 the hill ranges of the
Purvachal rune from morth to south and the hill ranges of
onp Btate are the continuation of the other. As suchy the

B m&untainé in the Hmar areas of Mizoram are the comtinuation
of the mountainsAof the Hmar~areas of Hanipur; orly eut
across by the Tuivai river which i8 roughly used as a State
boundary. ¥ith regard to the ciimatieidatas'too, $he Govern-

ment publications are of grest value (Appendizx Hos )

Statistiéal Bandbooks which include datas on Geog-
raphjcal particulars; Population éencqaee, villages and
towns, éﬁminietrative setid, up, Eeéﬂcal and Heslth, Edueation,
Veterinary and animal husbandary, Porests, Co-operation,
Induedries, Ladour and employment, Transport and communication,
Judicial and administration, Power, Area and production of
. cereal crops, Pisheries, etc. cap satisfectorily dbe found
for the Churachandpur District?. These were published dy the
Sﬁatisticalvbepertmen% of the District simece the State
attained the Status of ke Union Territory. Besides the
Statistical Handbooks, dooklets are also pudblished Ly the
game depertmedrsfin the Pistrict, and these were circulated
%o the other depertrzents and among the public. These booklets
asually attempted to incorporate statistics and proves to
be a valuable referénce book for schemes and studies in the

'Distriet5-
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Besides the District Government pudblications large
numbers of Statistical Handbooks and booklets are alge pudb-
Iiahad_by the State Government of manipurﬁ. which are exten-
sivaly helpful in the comperision between the distriets and
\Sﬁbaﬁivisions,of the State. The positiocn of a particular
Subedivision or district within the State can easily be
shown, The comparision of productions between the districts
of the valley with that of the hill districts are’ mostly
@done with the hedp of thgse pudblications. Farthen,'ﬂney
enable us to compare dbetween Sub-divisibne withinaéﬁe~district.
' Again, the percentage of eéch district and Snb-diviéians to
that of the State are mostly calculated from these publicatbnons
of the state government by the Directorate of Ecenomiecs and

* Statisties.

‘Beeidea_the Statistical Handbooks of'Econémiee
"éne Statistics depertments, the Diggctorate of Genﬁus'Opera-
tions also pudblished quite = largé #umber of booksfdnwthe
'ipepulatmoa conguses within Manipur. They are in series of
beoks and the District Cengus Handboolk is 1n ﬁart-x vhich
inclnde Town and Village Diraetory (2=-4), Village and Town-
wise Primary Census Abstract (X-B), and Analytical Report,
Depertment Statistics and District Census Tables (X=C)7.
Lﬁaps of all the Districts and Subénivisions within the
. State, the names 6f villages; their populations and loca-
¢ions of these viliageSrand towns can bé seen in these

publications.
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It must also be worthwhile to discuss here the
sources of information about the Socio~Economie a36 cu1tu-
ral characters of the Hmar populestion and that 6£f tho Churee-
ehandpuf district. The Economic gituation of Manipur; its

statistical figures can be obialned from the Statistical
y

Handbooks, and this gives uz a ¢lesr picturezafizhe'$$ate.
Besides the Statistical Handbooks, the Dirsctorate of
Beononies and Statisties, Government of Hanipar algo pudlis-
hed series of Economic Review from tims to time which dese-

dribes the economic situatiadn, plans and programmegs The

‘Beonomic Review of Fanipur 1981='82%, whick is the fifth 1n

the series, preserts important eccriomic features, rolicies
and developrments charecterising the economic situation of
the state with suitable backgrcun&’data vherever nessesary.
The Review is divided into two parts, the first af which
gives a brief account of the econenmiec situation in various

sectors of the econonmg of the state and a brief description .

_of the plan programmes. The secend part contains a fou statis-

tical tables relating to important eccnoﬁ1c<sectors@fﬁ-

8.4, Ansari’ was the first to produce a boek‘an b

the Economic GQOgrapgy of Manipur. The degree of scanomic

phy developmens, which differs from regiorn to region, ¢

according to the differente in geographical coné;tig:a is

‘discussed éyatematically. Anparl has been heading the Geog-

raphy ﬁepartment of D.M. College, iﬁphal, since December 1961,

" He has contributed meny articles and presented several papers

in learned cocieties on geographical aspects of Hanipur.
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He wés avarded the degree of Doctor of Fhilosophy on his
work,Eeonoﬁic Geography of Manipur, 1973, by Gaunhati Uni-
versity. Manipur being an economically self sufficient state
he said "...Bconomic Developmernt of the State is mainly due
tot he diversity in physical features®'°. But the economic
activity of the hill tridbals is "limitted to subsistence

. farming, & little of lumbering and much less of houschold

-industries. Their economic activitice are ggreatly influenced

by physical envirenment””.

The economie conddtions of any sinéle disi?ict is
not yet produced in dock form by any one, esse excépt artie-
cles and presented papwrs. There zare some officere in seve-
ral devartments who really take interest towards these,

12 article on "Pampul® ¥hich was

FPox instance, B.¥. Vara's
publighed in Thuro (A monthly literary journal in Emar) gives
us a clear picture of the Socio—-economic and cuitural keris-
tages of the Hmars. Again, his, strategy paper on “"Agriculture®”
submitted to the Hmar Inkhawppui (Emar Assemdly), Rengkai,

on 26th October 1982, also gives us a clear picturs of
sgricultural systems of the hill areas of Churachandpur
District. Besides these, one have to depend on the Statis~

tical Handbooks of the district and field studiess

On "Politicel Geography".

As Political Geography deals with the interrelation-
ship between polities and the environment of that particular
region, the difinitiohs pu$ by different zmuthors, though of
different sentences cannot be so much diffetent. althcugh it
is a very new e3 subject there are noé large nnéber<of Scho-

Anva_who_take_interest towards_%the relationship beftween
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geography and politiuvs. The ideas of only few of them will
be discussed here. Norman J.G. Pounds is = ﬁnivarsityifro-
feso Geography and His tory, Indiana University. Besides his
Yook F3e Politng;,Géo zaphy, 1972, he alwso produced many

other books and articles vhich concernsg political geogra~
L. Alﬂd, he bas presented many pppers in several ﬁniver-

gition with regard 1o politieal geography.

Pounds' approach to Politiecel Geography io gyste-
natic, and assumed that any'regional Jtudy of pclitical geog-
raphy rmust be predicated upor an undersianding ¢f concepts,
and thus he predicsted on Hartsheyn's definiticn of palitical

geography =
= ..+ the Study of the variations of political gphenomena

from place té place in ihterconnection with variations in
cther features of the eatth as the home of mans Included
in these political phenomena are features produced by
political forces and the,pdliﬁical ideas which generate
those forces®'>. '

Although it is & large scale study of nations and
international relations which accrusd from geographical
-phenomena of each regions, any portion which deanls with the
relationship between politics and emvironment withig States
are considered. For instance, he talk of the Socic cohesion
of population:

".,. the focus of loyalties witkin the state and the
division of the State for administrative purposes acquire
in some instances a pelitical importance. In some respect

the social cohesion within a state 1s reflected im the
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geograpbhycal patterns of voting bhabits, whiech thua
becéme'an important element in the study of péliﬁieal
geography"’43
Again, he also talk of the importance of the~citizén*é friends
and neighbours -
"Perception and, in consequence, vbting-and decision
rmaking are likely to be influenced by pre-conceived
ideads The traditionzal enemy of frieﬁd,’sterga%y@aﬂ
viows of other groups, snd the role of environment are
all of significance in shaping deeia;ona.“’suf
Thds is exactly true with the Huar Biel of Manipurs
One of the most importangdt book cansul%e@ﬁiﬁr our
-.ywesent*s$ndy is Prescotts' Political Geo hy, 1872

suthor starts with a comprehensive description and apslysis

af the full scops of pelitical geag&aphy. Ag peolitiecnl Geog-
raphy is the interrelationship between politics amd@ Geography,
e discussed in full lenghh the influence of geogragihy on
polities’ﬁ ard the influence of political Geecicions znd actions
17

on geographical patterns

¥{th regard to the réshﬂféhzmeihodolegi@9 a£‘2011~

$ieal) geography, he stressed sbout fhevimpartaaee-of sbjecti~
vitye. He suggested tEOrWays.by ghich one can maintain the &
highest level of ebjectivity:

fFrirstly, tﬁe'selectiun.and interpretation of facis

should be exposed to critical assessment by 2 number of

different people with varyiug political view points.

Enthusiastic praise from one side and bitter condscmnation

from the other is not inconsistent with objectivity, but |

atleast the criticism raise&'can be téken into account

in any revaluastion. Secondly, political gesgx&ghsstare
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advised to avoid deep political commitments «.e they
should not enter controversy as the edherent afrenevaide
or the other: their role should be that of an impartial
apecialiét s+ There are three stages through vhich ee
research in political political geography should be
conducted. Firstly, it is nessesary to abserve and col-
lect the facts related to the subject. Secondly, the
collected matertals should be analysed@ and described.
Pinally, the e organised materials should be analysed
- 8o that the pature of the subject can be explaiaed"’e.
Proscott aleo dbecussed the three main groving points of
Ebliticai teography, namely, boundaries and frontiers, electwal
geography, and the study of publie policy. Since bouundaries
AQre linear vhereas frontiers are serial in character, the
physical relief and drainage of both the neighbouring poli-
tical units would play an 1mportant role., Besides,; the driving
forces sich as populstion, ete. within the frontier zones are

also important factors.

The next important authority whem we have studied
most is G.R. Crone, who is a Victorian medalist, Royal
Geographiwal Society. His book Background to Political Geog-
zaphy, 1969, which was first published in 1967 by the Museunm
Preas 1Itd., is of great source of knowledge. The author starts
with a discussion of the Scope of Political Geographys But
the took as a whole is the discussion of the internationsal
situations from the point of view ¢f political geography,
endeavouring in particular to give sufficient historical

and political details.
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Political geography, ip his opinion, deals
" with two groups of phenomenag; on the one haag, man
organised in political units, on tiedther bend other
hand, those facts of the natursl environmeat,‘&s they are
distributed over the earth's surface, which-aré signifi-
cent for political activity. ... Present day pglitics ces
have their roots in history, and cannot be compietely
understood without some referepce to the past. Eat
political geographer is concerned primarily~witn the PP
present and the immediate past; with the contemyorary.»
facete of the continious effort to adjust political
systens to changing geography;‘and with the férmnlation
of new policiesé to meet alteratiems in the balance. of

r"’g; Learning from tbis; the impartance

political powe
of history for-political studies in geography, the Fmar history

end Mizo politic31 history are traced for our present study.

Of all the Indian authors on Folitical geography,
the books of Debadbrata Sen is mostly consulted. Besides his
books on India and the Cold ¥ar and Problems of India's
Defence, Basic Prénciples of Geopolitics and History, 1975,
is of great help to us. The book is an attempt mot only to
devodop a cystematic theory for geopolitical studies, but at
the same time, %0 trace the basic principles which are the
driving force behind the growth of entire human eivilisation.
The development of geographycal anf historical studies depen-
ded uﬁon the grovth of science and technology in a congenial

social, economic and political sat;up. The nature of politigal
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studies has undergone a baeic change vith the passage of time.
His:pioneering work is a meeting place of geography, philosophy,
History, Political Science, Space Science and Oceonography.

In trying to put the difference between Political
Geeography and Geopolitics, he said'that Political Goography

is "the sciencé of assessing the growth of the overall power
of & nation in garticuiax and &7 tho material deveiﬂﬁmant of

. %he globe as a whele~i§ géneral”zgg:whsreas~the:%eﬁa§aaa¢§eé&i
ﬁéopolitics is & "method of assesssent and anaiysi&xéfftotal
nationsl power as a basis for the evaluatior of a gound inter-
nal policy of a state with its effective extermal poliey
'Eeih in regional and global spheres“aao

. Again, with regard to the relati onship be#mea
”Hiﬂtary and Geopolitics, e statad‘that -
% in correctly understanding the gecpoliticsl situation
of the globe as a whole, or of a particular region or
State, there 1sine@d to taks the historical background
into consideration for the simple roason that un analy-
sis of the past élwéys helps in understanding the pre~
sent and speculating about the futuren e,
fHistory deals with the‘far'agd recent pasty, vhereas
geopclitics deals with the recent past, the present,
and the fytnre; The similarity betveen ead history and
geopolitics cénsists in the fact that thé samc forces
that mould geopolitics .« also=meu1d’histozy and are
ag esgential to a histarical'analyeia”23;uSuch.forcel
that mould geopolitics and history alike are man, matter and
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iﬂea‘in‘movement24, %husteopolitics deals with 3he present
and the future, bdbul the present is the preduet of i past;
7O gnalysis of tﬁe«present can be scientific uniegs it takes
dnto consideration its historicel b&ckgfeun&m Hereiy lies the
jinsagesability of histo:y”frbm geepolitices.

The fesearch.methadolbgy of Sen do net Follow the
traditional research patvtern of‘speeialiaatien anG -division
¢f lgbours The léﬁ'of relativity is allowed a fres play in
geopciitical analyala, 5o that the basie forces migh%fstand
in a proper rolationship and be comcretised in terms of the
basgic aspects of the national power;»This iz hig own yword -
”,geoyolitiqal analyais should nave tuwe distinst charac-
teristicss®
(1) a¢ shauld*poaéess-ths:same~basie clomsats of man,
matter, and idea, which aré'alsa the parmanent forces
in historical development;
{2) 1% should identify itself withk an analysis of natio-
nal pover. As man, matter, and idea in movement on space
and the elements of national power are smjfegted in
diverase aspects of learning such as geography, economics,
politics, histépy, sociology, militiry scionce; inter-
national relations, demography, etcs, ge0political
studles would ewbrace diverse aspects of lesztaing and
ghow the mutuzl relationship among ther in one gystem
of lemrning. Then alone can Ceopolitics sstabligh
itself as a systematic and scientific dicipiing in the

reglm of 1earning”25.
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A.B. Hoodis's Geography Behind Politics, 1974, tco,
is of great informetion with resgard to the theoretival portions
of Politicel Geography. His definition, scope and contents of
the subject is more or less the same with the othe¥ss The be
bock mostly deals with the influence of physical enviropment
on polities. Two of the chapters « Internal Political Beogra-

'§hy and Frontiers and Boundaries - are of great siznificance

for our present siudy. He talk of the environmental influence

. on ptates thng -

T every gtete possessee.a physieal background or envi-
ronzent, dut 1o two states ere exactly alike Lo this
setting. Largély beenuse of thise & differences in
internel physical conditioha@ hunan ddaptations vary
from otate 4o stzte s.. 1t seems that the highey the
level of organisstion and technical effiecieney which
i attained 15 a state, the less affec$ive becomse the

desernminiatic influence of the physical envizéament”zaw

Phe Bmars being in the "frontier ﬂauﬂaﬂa?v%hey.are
gtill backward in all spheres and thus wnviroamental influence
i® 84111 very great. The possible problems that cam srise
from the use of drsinage a3 bounderies is also etressed as
it seldom provides a smpgraéing in?luence btut a unifying
{pfluence bhecauge it usually fasters the samé type of acti-
rities of 211 ¥inds on hoth sides of the riveras. This is
oxactly whot happened in the Bmar erecas of tha Uprih Fast
Tediss the selecticn of the Tuirauerg end the Tuival rivers
ig one of the main cause of the Pigro Irtegraticn policys

AP Boodie who is a Profesor of Geography, North ¥estern




University, Illinois, formerly was a reader in Geogvaphy in
the University of lLondon.

Hintory.

Altheughithere ers no bovks on the zeograpbical
gide of the Fmar people and their areas, 4re way t0 tho his-
torieal resenrches have alresdy Yeen paved by the Hesr scho-
layzg like Br. Ialdens, Manipur Ghiveréity; Ialrirowne, H.E.HUU.Y
Shillongs px.Raehah@a Pudaite, Illinoim, D.8.A.¢ L@Kﬁﬁvawm
J#PFs8e, otc. ©te. The histories) studies of any twvital zeoge-
Taphy ig 0Ff sigmlficant importanece inm the modary tirmee while
the national zchemes are focuosed towards the deovelopuent of
these ¢ribal groups. Many &tudanfa of higﬁory nizht roave
tried to 1nterpret the historical phenomenas, but their
yrEoblen is still unsolved as long as they are uasequinted
with the geographical facters and their izfluonces oz Huch
types of histories) pwocesses. The influence of geographic
govironnent was and iz g0 great that with the unfavouxeble
goographical conditions, these tribal groups ave 8%ili®backe
ward”® tribal groups,

¥ith regard to the history of the Huavs, one propeses
to cover their origin and compositicn, socice-culfural and
geononiec heritages, migratien and settlement, lsnguage and
‘religion, their political processes upto the presenty obc.
Being one of the mest backward tridal groups of the north
past Indla, the Urars de not have written records of thelr
ancient bhistory and as such, the present study is meinly

bosed on oral traditions, Tolklores, folksongs, and 3 few
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gsecondary sources. Of the Hongolold Stock, the Fmars bBelong
to the Tibeto-burman group and they are ons of the Xukl tridves

of HeckenzieZl. 2oy Burman furtheyr classified the Kulki

trides into 0ld and Hew in which.thﬁ-ﬁmére belong %o the

“0)da Kuki® trzbesge. The works of leckenzie and Burman are of
great value $0 all the regearchers of history, Polities, geog-
raphy, e%tes iu the Hozth Bacters ¥ills of Indims Alowy Cl.d.
Soppitd' A Short Accomut of Zuxi-lughad Frides, 1376, gives

ug an {dea of the posaltle date of migration of ¢the Hmavrs

seross Tuyma and the PTurvackal ranges.

The monograpk of Zoy Burmen is based on privary
lovel annlysis of statigtical and cthax facts and figares
rolating te Horth Bast India. It is a preparatory wcrﬁ'fcr'a
#eYs propessed anthropo-sceiologieal report on o regics. Phe
work owes 1%s origin to o *Hatlonal Seminar on H4l) Poople of
Rerth Tast India' orgasised in Gulentte in 1966 by Shek
Pannalal Baﬁgufta,‘ﬁﬁiter‘camyass. ?ethFS'it vas the first
$ime that a dizlogue egnld be established bebtuween the intelli-
gentia from the plains and the voeal slite from the hills.

I% created a dresmsndzens trencnducus entinasissem amoug all the
payticipants. Burmsn had contributed 2 paper "Hillmen of North
Enot India and Beusions of Social Davelopmenta® in thig
Semminare Latsr on duripg hig tours in the Hillg, he found that
it hald emde made some impact azong the tribel alites This
encouraged him to go in foy a wore integrated sntkropo~socio-
logtonl study of the regiorn. Being the Deputy FRegistrar

Geneoral (Bocial Ytudies), e was asclisted by o lerge mumber of
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.his_eelleagues in the Office of Registrar Genersl; E@éia, in
compiling the Statistical datas.

Besides his main chapters in the dook {from chapter
I ¢o 1X), the appendices he put at the end of the bock includes:
%?}‘Egther“%onguet :
{2) Trend of Eeligion ané Religion for Schoduled Tribems
{3) Memoranda Submitted dy Figo Unione
(4} Fissionary orgmnisations avd thely opersticass
{5) Assar fct XXI of 1954 - The issam Iushei Hills Distriet
 {4cquisition of Chief's rights) Act, 1954 and Assam Aot
- XVII of 1955 = The Assam Migo Digtrict (ﬁsquisi&fﬁﬁzof
Gﬁisf‘s.rights)(Amemdment) Lety 1955,

X311 these are very impodtant source of informstion nof only
-@%fthecﬁmare'but;of the vhole Forth EBastera Hills mres of $
- Ipdias o

Prof. Lallona of Histéry Department, HMamipuy Uni-
meﬁsiiy, vho didé his research on the History of the Hmars
under British Missionaries and British Government and also
on the History of FManipur is a grest scurce of informabtion
for cur present gtudy. Besides bis published boeks, there
are a great nultber of published and unpuhlished.resﬁéxéh
pepers. For instance, no one elge wrete on the terrifory of
Chief Chawnhmang in India. He contends $hat tho Hreke terri-
‘tory by that time~"wae-d£videé into %ix gones namely, Horth
Bugtern, Champhai,Southern, North Western, Borthﬁﬁn;ggﬁ.Wes-
' 4oerns The zones were put under six territorial chiefgs

Pusing Faihriem, lawipa Erangchal, Sawrtuirsken Neilsl Thiek,




Piengpuilal Biete, Demrokim Erangkhaw;'and ?anhri1.3@£véte.
The territorieé'were independsnt of oﬁe another”geq Angther
source of informmtion with regard to the migration und settle-
ment is Ialrivawme of History Department, H.B«HsU.; Shillong.
Bie published and unpublished systematie research papars are

of great value for the present study.

¥ith regard to the theological mspects, the different
denorinations of the ¢tribe published different monthly journals
and other publications. Pheir church leaders are mostly learned
%ﬁ@&lagi&ny vhe 413 rese2rehs on the church history and the
conming of Christianity and thet of ecducotions. Eduecation of the
Hears capnnot be uanderstood without christianlitys Reve B+ Pakhuong=-
te*s Theses on The Pouer of the Gospel imong the Hmax Sxibde,
1985, and Rev/Dr. Recbunga Podeite’s Education of $he Emar

éﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁaaﬁgéig are of grest source Gf’imfofmatiang'ﬁhe*ﬁvange¥
liecal Pree Church of Indie (EFCI) gud the Independenfy Church
of Ingda {ICI), the two dominant churches among tha Imars
aloo pudblished monthly journals namely "Zhawnvar® and
“Trseption” respectively in Haee Huar which are gresgtly 43-
informative %o us. Azain, there ars nunber of pudlished and
unpublished documents produced by the Z¥ ICI. Although they
are in Hpay, their importance for those who can read is
undeniable. Phe apscial issues, Annual Nagazines, and

'&ubiilee Souvenirs are of great help.

Pre works of H.V.Vara, Agrioulture Officor, Suse-
Chuvachandpur, are also undeniably rescurceful. The S¢etlo~
Cultural and agrioultursl heritages of the Hmars can bs studied
in his Hpar Hla Blui (The Hmar folk songs, Lyrics, and chants),

e 40RE_(Daviced and aclarged) o The first edition of this book
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w43 published in 1967 after 16 (sixteen) years of resezrch.
Thio dook can be of much use for further research on the Emar

ancient aogiety. One of our theories with regard to the Hmar

| origin is obtained from the folk song of this books

¢ Emew Khuo Sinlungsh kawt ....ﬂ33 and
... khe la ta che" %, (These will be Ciscussed in

~detzil in chapter - V). The Hmar folk somgs are =0 valuable

ag they do not have any other soumce of information with
regard to their anéient histerye« These folk songs are consul-
ted by 2ll the Emar Scholars who did researches on the Hmar
Eigtory. Bealdes this book H.V.Vara aleo prezented several

research papers on the Hmar agricultural systems aud their e

enltural hietories to Seminara.

There are alsc tuwo other litterary monthly journals
in FEmar both of t&em from.Sielmat,>6ka?&heha3§§§?'Ghnxachandpur.
Phe first is 3Phudbu "Thuoitu" with its editor as W.R+Pudaite
an@ the second is “Thuro" and its editor is Dr.lal Dena. Both
thase two journals usually presents the tribe's history,
Socio=Cultural life, past and present society, economy and
politice, ete. Hmar Chanchirn (¥mar Bistory), 1958, was perhaps
the first book on the Hmare. Before tihe publicatien of this
bock,; the Hmar histomy was kept only ir the folk songs and
nemories ¢f the ¢ld ones which were passed down from {ather
to scn. Though incomplete and unscientific, Pu Hrangliea's
Fuay Chanchin, 1958, recorded those memories whick bvecomes
noy a very importance source of Emar history for yﬁwnger

ganeratiouss.




On Hizoram Folitical History:

The ethnology, Socio-fultural and econemic history
of 211 the allied tribes of the Chip-Euki-NMizos is the same.
But due to the partition of their lahd into many different
States in India and Burma, their political History eczm no
lénger be simildazr. As such, all the differéﬁt tribes of Mizos
have an almost distinet political history of their o0uwhe

Although some ezminent pelitical leaderz of Mizoram aré Fmarvrs,

their political history and ideologies ars different from that
éf %he Emars-of'manipur or that of Horth Cachar Hills of Assam.
Thero are large oumber of writers and Scholars in Hizoram

who wrote on the history of.ﬁhe Hizoram Politics. But we do
not intend to put all those resource persons who contrilbuted
towards our writiag, but only those most important ones.

Here, letters, arbiecles, pamphlets, wemorandums, circulars,
efc. are of great imporiance. The wemorandums of almost all
the politicanl purties of Hizoram shows that all the parties
put forth the integration of all the HMizos as thelr most
impovtant pelicy which is never really fought fors.

0f 81l the buoks, J.T.Elune’s + Church pnd Political

Upneaval in Mizoxaw, 1985, is She most for us. Hany pzople

wrongly believe $hat the Chrietian Hissicsaries had ¢ kand in
the politicel Hurmoils in Nagaland, Migoram and Tripera. This
is believable tTo some exten@. But one should remeumber that
Chriatian lissionaries usually used Ochools as the mouns for
their teaching of the Gospel. Thoy tought trem culy how to

read and write sc that they would te able to read the Bible

and sing Christian songs. Hed the Bovernment established

Schools before the coming of these Missionaries, they would




not have been accused of these upheavals. Hluna's Church
and Political Upheaal in Migoram is a siudy of the impact
of Ghrisfianity on the Political development in Fizoyam.
ii traces the history of Christianiiy in Hizoram and exa-

nmines its contributions in educational development ang

. .Zrowth of public concicusness in the Migo sopiety, %The

identification of the linkage between the progress of
chrigtianity, and the poiiticisatien ogf of the community

being the most significant contribution.

J.V.Hluna ls oneef & of the founder e£-Lecturers
of Aizawl Collsge in 1975. Hluna joined his present post
of ledturer in History, Zaehumge Pachhunga Universilty
CGIiege in 1977. iggin, he founded Hrangbana Cellege by
persuading its donor, Hr. Hrangbana, in 1980 and became
the firgt secfetary in the governing body. He is an
active social worker and headed the Nizo Zirlai Pavl as
its president between 1376~'78. He edited its official
journal "MIP Chanchinbu® between 1975-%4 '80. Hluna is

the founder-Secretary of YMCA in Mizoram. He is at present

one of the most important Officiel im the Fizo Histdry

Association.

Ppe FEP policy of "Integration of Mizo inhabitted
areas” waselirminatdd after 1981, the reason for this vas
gtatéd by Ngurchhina in his ENF Demand which was published
by S.R.Trangvela, the Bditor, Sikni Bng (Daily Hews in
Tughai). He stated %$hat this policy is, at present,

imposeible as long as thw Mizos of other state say e
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‘are not Hizo"35

« The Centtal gevernment is no doqbt~empow—
ered to change the boundariee of states within the ccuntry.
Byt this is not possible if the inhablitants of the area
¢ongerned 4o not concaat to itSé. Thangvels is o siounch
supporter of MHF movements amnd their idsas. He collecked
muterizles which have any conpeciion with the Higze pclﬁtics.
Fe also accuired permission to produce Zpram Chhanﬁulin
Fanipoy from TOX!'s Tditor, ¥F.C.Vanlelruets. This volune

containe letters of the ¥EP leaders like Teldengay Zocam-

thangs, stc,

On IImer Pelitical ueolnbios.

The political 1deologiae 6? the Fmars, f?amAthe
cutmet of political thought in the ares, ars greatly
influenced by the political thoughts and movements o¥ the
#izos as & whole. Thig brésgs sbout the fermation of one
party after anothér among the Ymars. The ideologies and
policies of ¢heilr political partiee are traced in wi¥w
\t_ataﬂya Por thig, there are not mazy bocks for our oougule
.%@ticn.exeept tbe records of the prominent leaders of
each party, their memevundums and thelr constitutiouss
Boyond this, on @ Dave $o doendueh peraonal intervieus
with those polifical loeadors.-The article of Drelal Dena

on Alnory Peoples Ag i%ation, 1646-1949" is also grestly

infaroativo.

Tre Mizo Tnion of La uﬁai Ni1la hed itz grosiest

irpeot ca the policies of the Emavs. Hmars joined thie 

4 sgainst the chiefs and for the

Usion in ervger to figh
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Hizo integration37. ¥hile the Hmars refused a regional coun-
¢il offer for the cause of Migzo ingegraticn,in 19495 the
Iushai Hille accepted a Dietriet Csuncil wvbich exeluded

the Hmars of Manipur, Cachar and North Cachsr, ete. in
195238.-This was the main cause for the formatiou of sepe-
rate politival parties for the Hmars alone. Their grievances
continue to denigrade their morals further aftor 1987 when
the "greater Nigoram" poliey was no longer in %ﬁe~w§?
demands® ), and st11ll further when the "Memorundum of

- Settlenent® was signed 1& 19863 the settlement only says

? see the unification of the Hizo inhabitted arses s

q
vas raised by the HNP delegation"4°; no longer a,demaudf‘_

#ith regard tot he pow and why of %the farmation

of political parties the follewilns pelitical lezders are

congulteds

1s FHole Dake e ﬁi@o TUnion

2+ Hyangluol —— °

3+ Liensangvung -—— "

4. E.T. 12l3e -—e Hper Batioval Usica

%« Talbiek — 2

6+ luoia Emar — f

7« L. Rokung — i

8., Ialbiek Sﬁngto ——w=  Hror Pooples Federation
9. Lalrrist Pakhuongte —-—- °

0. T. Gougin -ew  Zomi Ratiomal Cangress
1. Thangliensung -~  Hmar FPeoples Conventione.

Besides the political parties, there are non-political

organisations such as Hmar Assoclaticzn, Hmar Students




Association, Emar Youth Association, Hmar Cultural Clud,
etces who preaches for the integration of all the Mizos and
for the integretion of all the Fmars of different siaies.
Gf all %he-politiéal prarties the Amar National Usion (HNU)
ig the only.pnrty vhich s0 far d4u not agrse with fﬁelinfe-
‘gration of Higoram and the Hmar inbaditted areas of Manipur.
This is perhaps bacgvse it was the first party which sane
up after 1952 when the Mizo Unieon of Iumshai Billg
the Hmars of Maniyar, and they o lounger have aay\faith in

“the Iushal ppesking people.

Beaides the records oY $he important leuders of

‘each perty, thelr constitutiors srs also consulted. MNr. T.

Gougin's two booke viz. Discovery of Zoland, 1980 and

Bigtorv of Zoni, 1386, prenches for $he unificatioh zad iws
integration of all the zbmi/Mizo inhabitted areay under one
adninistrative ambrellaé1. This 18 almost the game with the
greater Mizoram policy of the MHF. Gougin 1s the fouander

nresident of Zoml Haticnal Corgress {ZHC) and he o%ill holds

s

the offi€e. Tre difference from the AT ia that the Integrated

roteotion and sare of Indian

s ]

Zoland shonld hre under the ©

dence as the FHEF had

Y

tnion®?2 and net a comnleto indense
donanded at the beginning.

Featdex all the above asocurces on different sudbjects,

i oegte J

+he #1111 Geographer published every sizx aonth by the Geogra-

)
phicel Bociety of the Yovth Tastern Fill regisn of India,



Shillong, its of great help to amy researchers on asny field,
as the aim of the Society is %0 fight againet thes badkyarde
ness of the region whaere

" there is an extreme complexity of seeial ewnlation
reflecting in the eurrent ethnic nand enltural divere
-8itiess ¥While agriculture is otill the backbonso of
the people, it is as traditionzl and subsistence
based as five thousand yesrs back aand indeuirics
ara nesr non-existent or rogtly extractive sriented.
Communicstions sre priwitive, of tke Einetecuih
dentury variety end prone %o severe disrupltiens
during the prolenged rainy seas on”ﬁs. The Bocoiety
was ostablished in 1480, sikd %he pumbers ayre geographors €9

from all over the vegion; thelr alrenglh inareassy wagh

year and the awthor is a Lif@vmeﬁmar gince 1985,

Thiz journal can help us oven towards ouy histée-
ripgl geograiphy of the dmars. The date of migratien of the
Brars from Kawlphai (Zuobaw Valley of Durma) and their settle-
ment over the presont Thdn [1ills and ssaitern Lizuyais can be
Lopgiaed from the light of Whe La“long Historyy a olun of
the Hmsz dribe. "The Dariong ceme from sastern Bupza {Shan)

wout 350 yesre ago, via Lushal HEills, a hill renge Lhrough

5 : ot 4
which they eame is sstill called as Darlong Heug 8y

Phis jourmal alse provides us with lots of infor-

3
aticn gith regard o the theorstical portloas of wmolitical

¥

geagrapky. For instence, Vhe grilcle of Pikshid and Livi on
e P d}~ b
TGeographical infineacen ou Yolling Behavior® ™ forstsld the

»: B4

woting behavier of MLA electione in the Tipaimakh comptituency



of ¥Fenipzar in December 1384 (Sce Apyendix Hoe J}o Here,

the

"lgsue Orientation® apé "Caste” plays a very ioportant

role for the elected party.

®,
.
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GEOGRAPHICAL PRANEWORK OF CHURACHANDPUR DISTRICT.

Churachandpur district ¢f Manipur lies within the
latitudes 24°N -~ 24°40'Y and the Longitudes 93°E ~ G4°E, It

ig & hilly éistrict with pointed veaks thet has a narrow

n

s

O

pe for ropid economic develorment. The Hill ranges runs
rogtly from north to scuth, and the climate differs from

temperate to tropical types according to the altitude. Due to

-

the economic disadvantages the region is thinly inhabitted

CaZy

-

by ceveral tribal groups and their main occupation is Jhoom

Agriculture, whrich in its turn deperds on the vagaries of

the Esan Monsoon rainsg.

G e L LG Y

Churakhandpur District iz more or less a virgin
regions as far as Geological dSurveys are councermed. Of course,
some work has been doue in tue other districts of Hanmipurs

ok krd

Among them, Oldznam (1883;, Lvaos and Pascoe {1912], Dayal amd

9

Daara (1963}, Sriram and Hukhopadbsya (1971), Sriram, Mukho-
padbaya and Papa (1972}, are worth mention3d1. Thefr work
ghows a general geological formztions wmore or less simillar
with each other; they found that the greater portions of the
#1111 sreas west of the Imphal valley are mostly of the Barail
group while those of the east telong te the Disang group.

o

The whole of the Menipur hills are part of the
Indo-Zurmese &rc which came infto being along with the Eima-
layan System in the early Tertiary period. The sedimentary

atrata of the whole region was formed in the shallow Tethys
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sea mord than 40 million years age and came up during the

Tertiary foldings. The orogerie movements of the first snd

the second Timszlayan upheavels can te gseen from the anagdurd

of the present day landscape.

"The whole of the Assam-Avakan Tertiary belt has under-

gone strong folding, and long antielinal axes can
- gometimes be followed for many miles, the more sharply
folded ones being associated with thrust fawlts trending

rore or lesg north east and scuth west. Though some
ariclinal crests remain intact at the surface, they

I
1) 2

haved -been remobed at dept¥ by thrusting®c.

AGES

TABLE-

I

P Lk T Sk Tt

EOCKS 1¥OULlD

IR0 BASTEUR

LY

o

Absolute age in

Era Period ‘ Rock Formation
yvears before present.
: ]
O CENOZOIC ; Recent : Imphal Alluvium
E ('Eio.loceﬂ.e)’ 10,000 “rres e Pe Ot aeORE
f_f“j Pleistocene 1 ’ 000, 000 T HDENES SO COE SR
&:-1
E Plioceane 13,000, 000 Sasesaesveccesees
m‘
5 ¥iocenes 25,000,000 Tipaw group
? furms group
b
<¢ Qligocene 36,000, 0C0 Barail group
— - ey .
% Qecene 60,000,000 Disang group
. E"[ ] . v
MESCZOIC } Cretacequs 136,000,000 Uzhrul Limestonm
i
|

&,

Seurce t- Geologiecal Survey of India, Geology and Mireral
Resources of the States of India, Fart-iV, Delhi,
1974+ (Ref.3)
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The formation of the major portions of the whole of
western half of Manipur éoincided with the developmenits of the
ancestral domesticated animals as suggested by A.Holms4. of
all the rock formations of Haniphr, the Ukhrul Limsstones
are the oldest rocks bsing formed during the Tretaceous
period. The Disang, Barail, Surma snd Tipam groups of vocks
were Tormed during Rocene~Wiocene period, and the Impkhl
alluviam or Impbhal valley was Tormed only ad the deposition

of the former grouds and it ie younger than 10,000 years.

In the Charachandpur Bistrict, =211 these series

of rocks, except the Ukhreul Limestonps, arse to be found;

£

but some only in small scattered sreas. They can be discussed

in the following wayst
Digang group - :

' The Diszng group of rocks were devosited during the
¥iddle and Lower Rocere pericds. They consiets of sz monotonous
sequence of dark grey splintery shkales with fire Sandstones,

5. Tre Tisang groups of rocks

minor mudstones and silt stones
are feund all mlong theeastern half of the Simgngzat Sub-divi-
gion and zlrost the whole of the Churachandpur Sub-division.
Phe southern corners of the Singngat Sub-division and the
Teisieng 7111 ranses sre cherecterised by sandstones, minor
Waffled coloured shole, grit and conglometates. The Disang
beds are muich crumpled and have s thickness of about 3,000
mgtrQSG, SGeveral hill ranges guch as the Len Tlang {2 hill
range running horth to south in between Tun (or Imphal river)

snd its tridbutary the Puithepui; extending uptd Burma in the

sou%h) and Thlangbung~?eisiengblueikhai(Thangching) extending




from the north touSingngat-through,Hriengkot Tlang and some
other Hill remnants of the last géomorphologieal prosesses

are composed of the Disang group of rocks.

Barail Series :-~
The Barail group of rocks were formed

during'the Oligecene to the Upper Eocene periods and this
coincided with the first Himalayan upheaval. They overlie

the Diamng group of rocks and have a thickness of about

-4,000 metres. They occupy the whole of Henglep Sub-division,
the greater parts of fhanlon Sub~divisioh and the western half
and some portions in thed south-east of the Singngat Sub=-
Bivision. The_Barail group of rocké consists mostly of well-
bedded sandstones, clay, shales, sandy shgles, and due %o the
abundance of carbonaceoua‘materiais they can te of economic

7. But the area has to undergo further detailed

‘ importance
geological surveys. The Kailam range running rorth to south
in the Thanlon Sub-Division is the most impotrtant geological
features in the region.

Surma_Series - | ' ' ,
' Overlying the 2Barail serious, the Surma group
of rocks have a tﬁickness of about 4,000 to 4,500 metres.
They are formed during the Lower Miocene period and equiva-
lent to the Upper Nari, Gaj beds of Sind and the lMurree
geries of Kashmirs. The fault scarps along the western flanks
of the Kanilam range indicates that the Surma series in the
District was formed just as the faulting took place. The
Surma group of rocks occupies phe vhole of the Tipaimukh

Sub=-Division and the south-western corner of the Thanlon



Sub-Divigion. The Vangai range, Senvawn Tlang, and Tinsuong-
Tuolbung Tlang are the most outstanding ranges composed of %
the Surma series of rocks. They are composed of sandstone,
snady shales, mudstones and thin conglomerates, generally

free from carbonaceous and arenaceous in their formation.

Tipum Serieg i~
The Tipum group of rwcks are a contemporary

of the Lover Siwalik system of the Himblaya and were deposited
in the Upper ahd Middle Miocene periods. Overlying the Surma
series the Tipam group pf rbcks have a thicknese of about
24700 metres. They are almost negligible in the whole Bistrict
as it is found only in the PTuiruong (Barak river) basin to

the west of the Vangai range of the Tipaimukh Sub+~Division.
The Tipam group of rocks are composed of fairly coarse to
gritty, false-beddad, feruginous sandstone interbvedded with
shale, sahdy shale, clay, mettled sandy eclay, fdssil wood,

ligniie and conglomerates10@

The Alluviumg ¢~ .
The alluviums ared of recent origin deposited

in the river basins of Tuirnong of Tipaimukh Sub-Divisioné,
Run {Impkal river) and Tuithapui (Fhuga river) of Churachand-
pur and Sipggngat Sub~Divisiors. They are the dppermost
deposited (youngest) and sbout 1QQ to 300 metres thick ranging
from place to place. They are high levelled a}}uv;um-deposits
contairning clay, saﬁd, sandy eclay, silt and‘eéag;e shingle.

Trey are the most fertile regioms for agricultaral purposes.



| In the whole of the Churachandpur District, thus,
‘one finds that the older rocks are overlZéin by the younger
rocks towards the west. From this onevcan suggest that thé
geomorphologgcal processes like faulting and uplifthmepts are
more promineht in the Fipaimukh and Thanlon Sub-Divisions
and the Singngat and Churachandpur Sub-Divisions, the geo-
logigal structure extends towards the Arakan hills of Burma
_15 the south. In the Thanlon and Tipaimukh Sub-Divisions
particularly, it has been found that the "mountain building

forces are still continueing their work“11.

The geological formatioﬁ of the western half of the
District is the continuation of the Mizo Hills. It“¥§imeé
during the Miocene period of the Tertiary. At a later stage
of the Tertiary, "probably there was uplift in the southern
part of Manipub and Mizo Hills which catsed the Tuiruong
(Barak) in this area to be reversed, compelling it %o take
a sharp bend in its course no:thwgrd. This reversal of

drainage in that area could be ascribed to uplift, where the

Barak could not adjust itself to the rising land accross 1ts
Pa’th.o

"The Manipur rivér {Run), on-the other hand, could
adjust itself and maintain its course accross the
rigsing land of the south. This phase, however,; es. led
to impounding of water and formation of a lake(Ioktak)
in its upper reaches, where w2 have the plaing of Hani-
pur today. It was followed by gradual silting up of the

land and the formation of the plain® '2°
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RELIEF AND DRAINAGE:

The hills and mountain ranges of Manipur, as a part
of the Eastern High Lands JPurvachal) of India, runs from North
to South, upto the Cape Negrais of Burma. These high lands
chsists of'hill ranges which pass through eastern Arunachal

Pradesh and the States having common border with Eurma. They

run in the North-South direction in the form of a ereeend

ciescent the convex side of whieh points towards Indiéﬁ In the
nér%hilies a high mountainous land called the Dapha Bum (Highest
géiﬁt’4,578 metres). The Patkai Bum starts f£rom the southern

-@nd of the Dapha Bum. After running‘for some distance southwards

along the Internationsl boundary between India and Burma, it
merges into the Haga'range. Saramati (3,926 m) is the highest
péak of the Naga range, The Patkai and the Haga ranges form
wéter—shed between India and Burma. Further south thié mountai-
nous belt i8 called the Manipur Hills (generally less fhan
2;500 metres‘in eleyatioﬁ‘in Manipur 8tate, the Mizo Hills im

Nizoram and the Tribura Hills in Trijura Btate. The elevation

_of Migzo Hills is generally less than 1, 500 metres. The highest

point is Blue Mountaln (2, 157 metres) in the south. In geueral,

1
the height of the ranges falls gradually southgwords 3.

The ﬁills,of Manipuf are that part of the Purvanchal
which ave in between the Naga Hills inthe north and the Mizo
Fills in the South; not only in its location but also in its

ipestion clevation as the mean elevation of the Purvanphal

| gradually decreases towards the South. They are the southward

extendion of the Naga Hills the mountain chains of which conti- -
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néés in the Mizo and Chin Hills, wh#ék wvhich gradually becomes
-narrover along the Arakan coast to form the famous Arakan Yoma

of Buima. The Hills of the Manipur are a * ... geries pf para-
1lel ranges extending from the Naga Hills in the Forth
to about 24°N parallel in the 8outh, where they meet
the Pizo and Chin Hills. These ranges falldm into two
broad groups - tha Manipur Fasterm Hills and the Manie
pur Western Hills, which are the Southward continuations
of the Tuensang and Kohima Hills of Nagalagd?14a

The Eastern Hills of Manipur A¥¥ acts as a natural boundary
‘between Burma and India and‘slopesitpwardé the Bagt in the
Kabaw valley of Burma. Thetr everage height is about 13500 metres,
But.in the North-East of Ukhrul, along the International
frontier, they rise above 1,800 metres. The important Hills
‘of the Eastern Hills are Khayangbung (2,833 metres), Sirohi
{2,568 metres), and Kachoobung (2,498 metres). Phe## Their
western slopes, which terminate in- the Imphal valley, are of
gentle acclivity, bﬁt theeastern face is very precipitous.
The Nupitel, Chingai, Malain, Ungoching, Yamadung, arz the
main ranges which run more or less pa?allel tothe Indo-

Burmese boundary.15

Phe Western Hills of Manipur are the Southwarde
continuation of the Kohima Eills of Nagaland and they comprise
paralled ridges and valleys, spreazd over thoe entiré western
parte of the State. The Western Hills, in whigh the Churachand-
pur Hills belongs, desreases graduaily towards the South
{Churachandpur District)_ahd haveiits highest peak at Mt.dJapvo

(3,015.08 metres) close to Mao nea:'the Hanipur~-Nagaland



‘The. Hills of Churachandpur District are onlyh

T

the Southern end of the Manipur Western H{ills wh&éh*which
boundary with Mizoram ls_mg;ked by the Tuivai river, with
" only one ejection 6; a'moﬁntain'rénge tnto Mizoram, tﬁe
Phuaibuang range of Mizoram which extended to the north
upto the Thanlon range of Manipur. The major range of. the'
- Churachandpur District are the Len Tlang'which extended
from ihe east of Churachandpur town $hrough the eastern
.parts of the Singngat Sub-Division upto the Chin Hills of
the. Burma 'in the south, amd this range runs in between ke
the'Run (Manipur river) and its tributary thé Tuithapui
(Khuga river).’Tpevother impottant mountain'ramge and the
highest in the District is the Xailam range which runs
ffom the western side of the Singngai Sub-Division and
exfeﬁding‘uptoﬂthe-Henglep Sub-DiviEion.in the nortk.

Phis mountain.raﬁge marks ‘the eastbrn.anglﬁestefn‘gide

of the Distritt and ;i‘cut.accross py‘th@ Tuival river in
the eastern side of the Thanlon SubsD;vieibn.*Thg western
' flanks of thié mountain.range is»@érkgdpyyfault gearps

or thrusts buﬁ‘the eastern‘side gentle slopes. The‘highest
point of elevation ‘of the District is in this range just
to-sthe séuth of Churachnndpur-Tipaimukh road and is cakled
' Kailam Tlang (6,606 ft., je. over 2,202 metves)17

The thtt& third. important mountain range is “the Vangai range
in the Tipaimukh Sub-Divieion, runming from north to south.
The Vangai range ia the southern gontinuation 0f the
Kalanaga range iﬁ between fhe‘scﬁehwaid flow and the
horthward flows of the Earak riVer -¢he local name of -

. ,.-——-** o~
the Barak is "Tuiruong and this will. be need/from

——

6w onL:>‘
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ntes in the Mizo and Chin Hills, whiaék which gradualiy becomes
-narrower'alqng the Arakan coast to form the famous Arakan Yoma

of Burma. The Hills of the HManipur are a * ... series pf para-
' 11lsl ranges extending from the Haga Hills in the North
to about 24°N parallel in the South, where they meet
the Fizo and Chin Hills. These ranges fallde into two
broad groups — tha Manipur Bastern Hills and the Mani-
pur Western Hills, which are the Southward continuations
of the Tuensang and Kohima Hills of Nagaland"14

The Bastern Hills of Manipur Ag¥ acts as & natural boundary
'“between Burma and India and;slopesitpyardé the Bast in the

Kabaw velley of Burma. Thetr everage,heightAis about 15500 metres,
But-in the Yorth-Bast of Ukhrul, along the Internatiomal
fg?a-ﬁt.ier,,_ they rise qﬁo.vé 1,800 méﬁi}és. The impommﬁ""ﬂille
“of~the,Eastérn Hills are Khayangbung (2,833 metres},>Si?ohi
{2,568 metres), and Kadhoobung (2s498.metres)a Dhewd Thelir

western slopes, which terminate iu the Imphal valley, are of

e

gentle acelivity, but theeastern face is very precip*tous.
The Bupitel, Chlngai, falaln, Ungoching, Yamadung, arg the

mair rapges which run more or legs pqrallel tothe Ingdo~
uurmese,boundary.15 ”& g _ o
o : \ 7 ) _ =

'\,"" R

The Westera ‘Hills of Manipur are the Southwarde

\ N

continuation of the Kohima Hills- of Nagaland and they comprise

paralled ridges and Valleys,-spread over the entireé western

parte of the State. The Hestern Pills, in wbigh the Cnurachand—

pur Eills belgpgS, deereases gradually towards the 50u§? |

'(Ghuraehandpur District) and_have 1its highest peak at Mt.Japve

£3;@15‘084metres);elose %o Mao near the ﬁanipur—Nagaland

!



-bofaars The Japvo rénge throws out. numerous spurs tovards the

| Egst and West and from this point southwards thereﬁis a steady
decrease in the height of the Hill ranges. "The general aspect
of the Hill rangesis that of irregular merrated ridges, occas=
sionally rising into conieal peaks ‘and flattened cliffs of

bare rocksﬂ16

« Towards the North mapy summits rise.ahave
2,500 metres, some which are Tenipu (2,994 m), Kobru (2,652 m),
Ise (2,460 m) and Tamphabda (2,664 m). In 180 Em. long run to
the south, they becoﬁe-succeesively broadefr and Yower in ele-
_ vatione A number of parallel ranges - Uningthou, Kobru,,
Khoupum, Nungba, Kalanaga, Nungjiabong, and Haobi - form this

wide belt of Hills.

The continuation of this d1fferént hill ranges towvards
the South are called in different local names in the Chufachand-
pur District. Phe relief features of the Churachandpur District
| ¢an be classified into THE HILLS and THE RIVER BASINS bhased
;oﬁ*theﬁconsideratidﬁé_gf structure, topography, anf the geomor-
phic processes.  i' '

(C@\i //\MLJ,( /\///f.,/»/ Z}'«, [7\{/ %/ /J/(ﬂ,u.e_)
Besides the "above three major ranges there are some

other important Eil;s.such as the Senvawn Plang which extends

o upto the Pherzawl Tlang in the north-east to southue~yest

direction in the Tipaimukh Bub-Division; Tinsaong Tlang which
runs f£rom south to north in between‘fhe Puizang river and the
sbuthwara flow of the Tuiruong; marking the easternmost range
of the Pipaimfikh Sub-Division; Phuaibuang Tlang which extends



upxguthe.$hgp;99_T1gpg an&~jointswthemKailam rangeuimmﬁﬂzﬁ; Ssy
direction; Thead Thlanbung-Teisieng-Iuoikhai or Thangehing --
62;%69 metreg)'range which extends from the northern éides of
Siggngat Sﬁbébivision upto the northern tip of Churachandpur
Sub-Division through the Eastern edge of the Henglep Sub=Divi-
sien;.The eastern flanks of th&s'iahge and its western flanks
near Tuilaphai are marked by faults or trusts. ?hereaétﬁrn
plopes are succeeded by the Alluvium deposits of.thé‘Tﬁithapui
valley (Ehuga river); The important peaks of the Churahhandpur
' Distriet are Kailam Tlang, Thangching Tlang and the Thimbung
- Tangs; all which are higher than.ztoob netres. Thererare e
some other minor péaks such as Seﬁ#éﬁh Tlang (also ealléd
Zopui), Parbung Tlang,.ParVeehawmli;ahg,Qhanlon Tlang,
Chawngkhogzo, Peisieng Tlang, etcf*ﬁﬁiph are named aife% the »
villages whieh.wh§e§ gituated &n tbés;of them.

The river basins arse mostiy of *y¢ shapéd exéept
fhe lower parts of Tuiruong , Tuithapui (Churabhandpur valley)
and the Run (Imphal river valley). Of course, these were also
¥ ghaped in the geological pesde past but now they are filled
up by the alluvium depositss The~eievation of the lower
Tuiruong basin is-lower than 300 metres wvhile the river basins
of Tuthaphi and Runware about 860 metres sbove sea level.

e river Tuival is the longest river df the District; it has
its sourée»in the Chin Hills of Bé?navBu:ma:and flows towards
ﬁqﬁth upto themidéie of Singngat SubdDivision where_is is

igint»by the Tuila from the norths It then flbws towards the



west intil the Thanlon Hills deflect it towards the south
until it flows as a natural boundafyfbetwéen Mizoram and
HManipur. After running for some distanee towards thé west

it goes around the Phuaibuang range of Mizoram and come

back towards Manipur upto the boundary where it is joined by
its importan8 tributary, the Tuibum. It then turns towards the
nerth alsng the boundary and joints the Tuiruong at Tipalmukh
'(Tipnimukh means *the joining point of Puivai'). The oy
shaped river valley of Tuivai provides a good scope Qﬁbéhe
 £§$ ﬁhe'development of Hydro-Electriet power as it f£lows down

rapidly into the Tuiruong river.

The Barak river (called *Tuiruong' in the District)
is the biggest river éf,Manipur. It rises in the nortﬁern
range ébout.ﬂe miles east of Mao énd'followa-a south~westerly
. courses f 1% crossés~the Imphal~-Pimapur road at Karong, and

| takes a bﬁnd towardévnorth, Then it follows a westerly course
till it reaches the north west corner of the States The river
then turns towards the south and glides along the whole way
upte Tipaimukh where it iz joined by the Tuivai. All along
its southward flow it follows along the east of the ¥ie Kala-
naga range (called the 'Vangai range! in the Churachandpur
Digtriet). At Tipaimukh it takes 3 sha‘(p% bend towards north
and acts 2@ as a natural bovndary-betveén Mizoram, Assam
and Hanipur. At Girighat it is joined ty the river Jirl.
From there the river turns tothe west and after mmny meanderings
through the Cachar District of Assam and Sylhet eof Bangladesh,

.

mirab Bazaars.

it falls into the old bed of the Brahmaputra near



The important tributaries of the Tuiruong are Jiri, Tuivai,‘

Hakru, Irang, etce. 18,

Cther important rivers of the Churachandpur District
are Tuililang which is joined by the Tulzang and become &ke
important tributary of the Tuiruong; Tuila and Tuipi both of

which flow towards the south and joined .the Tuivaig*éhg'

*_fgatak‘river which rises from the Thangching Hills and
flows towards the north; and the Tuithapui (Ehuge) which
have its source from the Len Tlang and flows towards the morth

and £inally flows. down into the Run. {Manipur river). One of

tne most important rlvers of Manipur, the Run, flaws towards~nyd%

alcng the eastern border of the District and finally 301ned
the Chindwin at Kalewa in Burma. ?hevriver basinﬂref,ﬁuithapui
!ng& Run are the oniﬁ agricaulturally productive regions in the
ﬂhélé,nistrict@'ln:the Digtriéet, the HKailam range'actssas a
-ﬁatér%Divide-betveen.hha~north~flowing and theisouth,flawing
riveyss But these :&vers are only tributariea of otheur wivere

‘bigger rivers like Tuirucng and Tuivad.

CLIMATE

e e

' Although altitude plays a very important role in the
' getermination of climatic types, the whole of Manipur belongs
to the ¥ladimir Koppen's Bumid Mesothermal or temperate Rainy
Cliimate regime. This is charécteriSed by hot and wet Suﬁmers
gith co0ld and dry winters, July and January being the hottest
and coldest months respectively. The orographgcal st?u@tures,‘
besides sltitude, such as the alternating SubeContinental
pressure cells of north-west India and the Bay cf Bengal, the
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predominant moist Maritime Tropical Airmass, the periodic
vestern disturbance, loeal mountains and velley windét the
’ma$uré~ahd intensity of forest covers,etc. influences the
pattern of climate in the Stéte’g. As already menﬁioﬁé&
about altitude, topographgcal v: rieties within short-digtances

results in rapid Climatic changes.

Other important Glimatié»e@ntroles of Manipﬁéﬁére &
the loeation and seasonal ¥ydhe rhythm. The>f&dthills 5f the
Eanipur=Burm boundary and Manipur-Aasam boundary haveﬁmore or
less the same type of temperature, but the amount of Rainfall
in the west is much h;gher as they'are~;n the windward side
while the eastern hills are in the Leeward side of the Mani=-
pur-ﬂi118¢ Even when one qonsiders'bnly tke Hoxrth to BButh
mountain ranges west »f the Manipur valley, it is found that
places localed in the gameilatitude 5ave g different temperature
and a different amount of Esinfsll. This because the windward
side is much lower than the Leeward side and the Eill ranges
Tunsg from north to south, in the Way-of the South West Monsoon
windss Thus, on a larger scale, the South~East and Horth~East
Trade Winds, the Indian Océan and the Bay of Bemgal,; the ranges
of the Purvanchal, the Himalayan ranges, the Meghalaya Platue,
the Plains of Bangladesh, etc. also have to be kept in mind

while discussing the Climate of Manipur.

fhe physiographic lovation of Churachandpur District
igs of worth consideration. It is in the South-Vest corner of

the State which is the formost zone of Manipur in*the paths of
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the South-West Honsoon ¥inds. Nore over, ther @are no high
reliefs to the west of South-West of the Distriot. The low
Hills of Tripura -and Forthern Migoram cannot obstruct the

South West Monsoon windss But, it should alsc be kept 1n4mind,

- that the mountain ranges of Manipur increases in eélevation $e

tévards the north, and this also plays an important rﬁlé in
the deterrination of rainfall distribution and tempszﬁture of
a place. As such, the highest everage monthly rainfall in 1970~
*71 was found a% Jiribam (48.1 em) and the lowest was at
Churachandpur {24, @ cm), both in the month of June26 of
eourse, Jiribam is - only about 30 Km. north of the Tipaamukh

Sub-Division of the Churachandpur Dietrict. The highest tempe-

4rature is alse recorded in Jiribam,as it is the lowest portion

of the State from sea level. @he,été_evewage—#aﬁaﬁa}i—eﬁ—eeia—
:ia&&-éé—gbugéebaaé?#?-ﬁée$§ée$ The'everage annual rainfall in
the-ﬁhurachandpur bigtrict is alwajs less thap 1¢7Q§:mm@
while it is alwayse wore than 2,000 mm. for the whole of
Maﬁipurf The most impqrtan# catse for this is, perhaps, the

relief of different Districis.

BAINFALL @ |

Churachandpur District receives a relatively abundant
rainfall and well distributed over the region; althougk it is
glightly less towards the Bast. In the District, the recording
is done only oun four eerdwwe~ centers - Tinsuong, Thanlon,
Churachandpur, and Geljang; Geljang is in the Crarachandpur
Sub-Division. Jiribam is outside the District, but its recordings

are also congidered as it can represent the rainfall and
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temperature conditions of the Tuiruong valley. The everage
rainfall in the above centres are given in the following

table!

Centres Rainfall in

B pillimetres Period
Thanlon 2487.7 | 1972 - 19871
Churachandpur 1,276.3 . . 1971 -~ 1580
iinsuong 2y 664.4 1972 -~ 1981
Geljang 1,250,7 1972 = 1981°

Jiribam : 2,845.3 1972 - 1581

The above everage rainfall i§ taken froum the considerstion of

a period of ten years in each centre. The everage anpual rain-

£211 in 1981 without Jiribam, far~t&e.District was 1549725 mm.

the recording was not done in the »ub—DlVlSlODS of Slggngat and
Henglep. But thesetwo Sub-Divisions are expected te have a more
or less simillar type of climate with Geljang, From tne»givan
table one can see that those centres which are in the castern
side of the District recards lower amount of rainfall tﬁén
those which are in the western side. In this regard, the
Kailam range can be considered as the divide betweenffé the
nigher and lower rainfall areas ef the Districte The éverage
rainfall for ten years varies from about 2,500 mm. in the

Tipaimukh Sub-Division to about 1,300 mm,hin tre Churachandpur

f.SﬁbaDivision.

The amount of monthly rgihfall in a year can also be

considered. The highest rainfalls in a)l the certres are rec&rded

in the months of June and July while the 1east are recorded in

January. In 1983, the bighest amount of rainfall wag recorded

__ 4n_Tinsounz (609.9 mm.) in July as compared with Churachandpur



(283.0 mm) for the same montﬁzaw

Temperature &

Being & hilly region, the temperature in Churachand-
pur District varies from place to'ﬁpiaee and this variation is
mostly according to altitude. As a general rule, the:ﬁeﬁperature
decreases at the rate of 1.6°F at every ascend of 300 ft. alti-
tude. So, as one goes higher and higher he feoels éelder; The
tops of mountains are colder than the footh of thesewméantains.
It can ‘thus rightlyzbe assumed that.the tempeiature~recerds w
would be lower in Tinsuong than in Jiribam though theﬁ»are only
about 3C Em. away from eéch other, Again, though Churachandpur
ahd Geljang areAin the same Sub-Biviéion of the Distriet and
a shert éistanee away from each other, Geljang being-in the
bigher altitude obviously record lover temperature, As already
‘mentlcned shout the rainfall, places with lower amount of |
rainfall also recordsd as a rule, higher temperature. But
this may not always be true in case of the Churachandpur
District as it is only a small areas that is studied and
only in a very few centrec are the records done. The locations

and altitude of these Centres are given below ¢

{ Churachandpur | Pineeeng § Thanlon

I N _Tinsuong .}
Altitude % 914.4 m % 1158.5 m li 1266 0 m
Latitude § 24*19'n { 24°18' N | 24° 15' 1
| | N I ) R
Longitude g 93°40' E g 93°12* E } 93¢ 17* '

Soﬁrée ¢+ See Ref.No. 23,
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In all the important recording centres that are con-
sidered, the maximum temperature are more or less the same, ie.

between 30°C and 42°C for a period of ten year324. Buﬁ there are
slightly differences in their minimum-méximum range ef tempera- .
tares. The lowest minimum records are found an_churaghandpur and
'its maximum records are never higher than 39°C. The highest
mgximum records (42’Q)Vare found in Jiribam which can represent
the Tudruong valley anﬁ:itgyminimum,recoraé-g:e more oY less the
_same as the others. It is only ih Churechandpur that the minimum
records reaches down tothe_freeziﬁé“pqint. The migimﬁ;;max;mum
range 0f tempsrature is greater in Churachandpur while the least
is in Tinsuong. Thi§ is perhap5>moé£iy because of the;&ifference
in elevation botween the centres. Tinsuong is at 1158.5 m from
sea~level and on the top of 2 hill. On the other hand, Churachand=-
pur is at 914.4 m from sea-level but at the foot of a hill, ie.
it is located %0 the south-west corner of the Manipur vallsy.
The semsomsl change of temperature is greater on the plains

then on tops of hills and mountains.

The seasoﬁéiiphaage;of\temperature in’a yeaf,
aéeordingto 1§83, is also worth,considerationas; In all the
recording centres one finds that all the maxiﬁum tempéiatures
‘are rechrded in the ménths of June and July whereaS’the 1éaat
are recorded in Januéfya In Churachandpur the Jénuaryiminimum
temperabure is always less than 1‘@,;but in the other centres
it seldom reéches ffeézmng point. |

Regionally, the Tipaimukh SubsyPivision records the
highest temperature, specially in thé valleyse. Thé crest of

bhills in the Sab-Division can be represented by Tinsueng
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whinh'has the least maximum records. This means, the foothills
have higher range 6f temperature thar the crests of hills. The
Kailam range in the Tharlon Sub-Division provides a divide e
between the Bast and the West Which respectively means the les-
ser maximuﬁamipimum.range and greater maximum-minimum range of

temperatures.

Thus, the micre-climatic units of Manipur, not only
in the Churachandpurrdistrict, have to bages on altitﬁdé;
other factors whichhalso have to be considered are humidity, -
wihd, vegetation, topography, exposure tothe sun, etcze; In
fhe deep narrow valieys, the climéte_ga different from that
prevailing‘on the slopes and tops of hills. The velleys have
higher temperature, high humidity and_the atr is almost stagnant
durting daytime. The temperature talls at nights both im summer

and winter. Fog and mists fills the intermontane valleys specially

to a greater extend in winter mornings.

Rnough warmth can be found. on mountain slopes vhich
vhich are exposed fq sunshine: Moubntain and velleyé wiﬁds are
the most prevelent in-the District;_From higher slopes, the
dfainage of cold air down the valleyfiegds to displacemént of
warner air from the vailey-bottqm £6 the slope upwadeg More
sunshine and stronger winds can be»fpund during dayse During |
éinter, nights are cold and on ocoéﬁions, témperatufeé are

below frmeszing point} more so early in the mornings,A.iﬂ
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The Seasonsg:

Simillar with the other parts of the Indian sub-conti-
nent; Manipur, ite Churachandpur District in ep particular, is
also under the influence of the out-blowing Horth-East Momsoon
Winds ferrabout half of the year and the in-blewing South-Vesgt
Mongsoon winde for the rest; it exhibitg a strong seagsonzl rhythm
in its climatim pattern. In the state,_as determinedby the loca;
tiog andvlahdscape, the Sputh—west monsoon4winds are responsible
for *he rainfall wbile the ﬁortb~East Mongoon winds are cold

.and dry. The seasons in ﬂanipur can be of the follewLng typ9927 t-

A. SEASOKS OP NORTh}mAST FONSOOB

(i) Cold Weather or Binter Season (December to February).
(11) Hot weather or Summer Seazson (March to April).

B. SEASOKS OF SOUTH-WEST MONSOON:

(1) Seasons of general rain:-or rainy Season -
{¥ay to September).
(1i) Seasons of retreating Mensoon (Octeber to November).

The Winter season lasts from December to February.
Phe temperature suddenly falls down at the befgining of the
geason and reaches down to freezing points in the month of
Januafy, then ;t gradually rises in the'honth of Februsry.
Cool, gentle northerly and north easterlywimnde winds blow
during this period. Fogs are very common during vinte®s,
particularly in the river valleys. In the Churachandpﬁr Dis-
trict, the valleys of Tuiruong, Tuivai, Taibum, Tuihlang,
”ulnlng, Run, etc. aref£id: filled with fogs speciallv in
; arly winter mornings. Rainfall is the lowest during this

season and December is the driest month. Because of the
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differential heating of the hills and valleys, loval winds

with theilr moderating influences blow tn an impressive scale.
Phbdpewinds~ These winds keep the valleys bottoms cold at night
an& windy && the day times The hills slopes remaln comperatively

‘wvarmer than the crests as well as the valley bottoms at night.

The Hot Weather season and the season of general
rains can be taken together as Summer season. But the months
of Marech and Aprilware particularly taken as a Spring season
ﬁhén the temperatufévsuddehly rises while the rainféll is
not yet too much. This seagon 1is cbare;terzsed by vanishing fog,
) hign temperature, eccational tbuhder showers, cool and plea-
sant mornings, hot and cloudy aiter—noonh, e¢te., Witk the ad
advance of this ees season the amount and frequency.“f rainfall
increases, finally heralding the beginninv of the rainy season
in early May. The gummer rains are generally assoniaved with
iafternoen or evening thunderstormeg and squsalls.

Tiee Rainy season comGS»af%er the Summer ana'it is
the lon est season’ of t%e region in a year. 1t lasted from_
.may to geptember. The Eainfall and thnnderatarme beconcs more
é-intenqe and heavier as the system develops, the +emoe sture
Icont*nues to rise nvtill lt resebeq the evermge of about
'39 C in July. But. af the ‘same tﬁme, the rainfall alec. rises
+111 it pours down its highest agoppt_ mgg?;y ig the monthﬂ
§f»June; and this moddfies té?h{}gépg‘témpfyayp?e§ Then the

rainfall gradually becomes comperatively moderate in the
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months of August and September. This season is characterised
bg windspread cloudiness, very high atmospheric humidity,
‘Weakaariable-surface‘winds making the weather dull, sultry

and oppressive.

The South-~¥est Mornsgoon winds beceomes feeble Towards
the ehd of Seprember ond the followiug 6w tue monthe expe-
rience their retreat. The amounté of rainfall and températnre
grodually decreases 2vd the sky becomes clear. Morning ewe
fogs are of shorter duration, and the weather remains fair
and pleasant. Cctober ang ﬁovembei have very bright and sunny
days and pleasant éoél nights. The retreating Honcoon cen

be ecalled as the Autumn of Manipur.

" Climate exerts & great influence on agriculiurs,

which is the backbone of thé;state economy. Thoé failure
cf Honsoon rains, in the abserce of irrigation facilities,
seale the farmer's fortune, who normally g?ow‘ome crop

«~ rice - in the course of the year. Good and timely

rains improve the prospect of rice and malze cultivation.
Thus surpluses and deficits on the food front ir the

state are mostly a creation of the Monsoon raing"S,

$OIL AND TRGBTATION

The westhered materials of the exposed roeks and
the vegetative cover supplying decompesed organié matter are
the two primary fsetors for the fermation of seilf Tais

process in nature goes on imperceptibly, and, in course of time,

the parent rocks are encrusted by a layer of soile The thickness
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of soil varieties from plage to place, depending upon ‘a number
of faetors responsible-for the:fgxmatipn_ef‘soil:suchiae»the
parent chk, relief features, vege@gtien, climate, inﬁensity
of erosion, time, ete. The parent rock_in ﬁhiaaregigﬂ'belong
Vﬁ@-%he Tertiary series uncomsolidated and youngs. Rugged and

.ﬁéﬁéﬁﬁéﬁ disected topography is its typical relief. TmoPicgl B
rain forest and caniierous trees covers t@gsgArqggeﬁ nmountainsus
regions of Mamipur, and the rainfall ig_nprma;ly“&eavyf Soils
‘are formed under thise natural conditions. The pracﬁice of
shifting cultivation from time immemorial has proved that the

g80ils areé unpromising.

Only v;rgiélsoil is_prpéﬁgtive, specially in the hilly
regions, and virginity and prgégqtiviﬁy goes togethers Solls are
generally kight, except in the river valleys, where silt has ace:
mulated. The contiauoue bgrning ig gqgrse.oﬁ the Jhoom cgltivati
hag rendered the soil dsvoid of humus. The physical.copesitiogv
of the soil is loose.and porous, audrgs such it is almost impof
ssible for it to hold water. In éxpOSed hill slopes, the combi-
natien of tropical sun and torrentinl rain has leached minerals
from the 901129.

Thé soil types of Henlpur cen broadly be classified

THE SOILS OF THE PLAIN and THE SCILS OF THE MOUNTAINS AHD )29 4

AILLE. The feruginous red scil, which ie poor in lime; potash
apd ironm-oxide, uniforrdy low in phospherous content, constitqdes

& large portion of the state. This typeiof soil is suitable for
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the cultivation of paddy and a large varieties of crops cam be
grown with irrigation specially so om the plaims and valleys.
The mountain and hill aoils have about 1 to 5%«ef organic car-
bor and gre suitable for the cultivation of pédéy and meize,
and plantation crops in terraced fields. According togﬁhe
pﬁysze&l properties, the soils of the dif*ercn* louah¢%1es
may be divided 1nto three broad groups -

A 1ngandy_anm goils,

2e él&yey Loam goilg, and

3. Loamy soils.

The sand?LIQam soii is géﬁérally peor in plant
nutrients, low in water helding éﬁgécityv~$h¢~}eamy~eeéi and
‘eceupies possesges‘excessiveiiﬁtefﬁéi drainages The clayey
logm s0il is rich in plant nutriénfs?and possesses-axeessive
water holding canacity. The loamy occuples an intermediate pe
‘gosit;pn,>ip4r¢speet of plant nmutrients, water holding capacity
and iyg;nag¢3o‘ All the three types of soil can be found in
C%“ﬂachandpn“ Bié*rict. Sandy loams and loamy soil are found
mogtly in the hill regions while the Clayey loams are ?ound
:ﬁln the river vallevs ‘¢f Run, Tuithanui and the lewer sarts of

the Tuiruong ?éver valley.

Tue to soil erosion in the past, the soils of the
valleys, with a high ®® proportion of clay, is a depositioy
£yom the hills. The clayey loam soil which is rich in plant

putricepts possesses a great water-hélding capacitys The soils
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 of the valleys, "Sana-leipak” asﬁéalled by the Manipuris, are
'?éxy fertile and productive. Geological survey of India, in
1969, estimated the thiclkness of the plain soil as ranging
from 106:68 m. to 152.40 m. or 350 ft. to 500 ft., but in
the Churachandpur Dhstrict this will be much leses |

The hills, according to the Geologists; cnnsists naif-
1y of a lower sandstone shale seguence known as the Diaang
Losming- formation of Miocene gge of the lower Tertiary period.
The thickness of the s0il varies from 1.52 @ to 2413 me or
5 t0 7 ft. They are generally red in colour comtaining a fair
amount of phosphorous, potassium and other plant food ingre-
&ientSsjBut in compare to the valley so0il; they are generally
poor in plant nutrients, low in water holding capaecity and

pogsenssen excessive internal dralnages

All the characteristiGS‘bf tue loamy soil ié’an
intormediary between the clayey 1eam soil and sandy ioam
soil in respect of plamt nutriente-contents, waternholding
capacity, drainage, fertility, etcs. The difference between the
.ﬁills 2nd the val’ays in resnect of soil, types and thieckness,.
are largely duwe to1:he variation in topography of the two
distinet areag.'ﬂ Let us see the classification of soil and bhe
their mssociated vegetations as put forward by T.Ue Alexander’ |,

Tpis is presented in the following table



SOILS OF MANIPUR

1RESIDU§L SOILS o TR&ESPGR%ED S0IL8

N { I T
Non-Iaterized Laterized Alluvial , Organie soi

Red_sgils Red so%la soil? .

. — I ‘ ] RecentﬁAlIuviuﬁs Peat s0il
Perruginous Ferruginous , (Paddy soils) (Swampy low-

”Rzgggoils Red gravelly { ‘ . land soils)
Vederately S Red" Soils . »%iat.;ga«.,;»,», .

e A - Lateritic Soils .
undulating  Holeraresy  (Paddy soils) (Bamboo Forest Soils)
(Pzneappley to steppy '

~pet ato and glopes
' etable soils) (Pine and
miscelladeous

forést Soils)

&

Out of the total Churachandpur District ares of
4,581 Sq. Km., as ‘much ase 3,800 Sqs Em. or 83% of the total area,
is cevered wnth forest. Of this, only 201.26 Sq.Fm. is & we
Reserved Ferestsz. One finds that the natural veget Atien in
Hanipur, not onliy in the Churachandpur Dietrict, censists
mainly of Forests which play an inmpoktant role in the regional
eeclogy and economy. Though the Forest cover preportionally
much larger area ir Manipur their préductivity is substantially
below the everage yield of forests in the eountry as 2 whole.
- Purther, this is alsgo tha: ease with the Churachandpur Bisfrict
in compare withi¥é thet of the vhole state. The econony of the
District is basically agriculture dominated while the lande-
cape is dominated by forests. The tribals of this region of
¥anipur engaged mainly in shifting agriculture known a8 +he

Jhooméng which unnessesarily destroys the forests wealths,
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Churachandpur District is fortunate in h@#ing_conei—

. derable forest resources. The nétural végetaticn ebnaists of
‘wood, reeds; bamboos, grassg, etc. and other tall treess The
biily région-is mostly covered with forests. Under climatie
énﬁ'eﬁaphic conditions of high temperature, high rain¥all, disec—
ﬁgd topography and poor thin soil, natural vegetatiéﬁ@ untill
 iecent1y’ had a gregarious growth. Forest flourished from the

~ footh to the crest of hills>~., But as time passes on, the.
.inhabiting'tribal population grows and so the Jhowm:cycle becomes
.-sharﬁer each ¢ year. The slashing and burning destroysfnet only
the supposed Jhoom fields but the whdle village lands. Besides
the agricaltural gystem, man has made great inroads on foresgts
for meeting his needs for fire-wood, itimber, land, etc. from the

earliest days and this cannot be stoppedewea even now.

The most important forest products of the Ckhurachand-
pur Distriet can be classified into Major; minor and there can
be seme which canabe'put under ‘Others'. Of all thiige, timber,
fire-wocd, bamboos, stones, cane; charcoal, eté, are the most
impottants Of the tdtal value of forest products of R9.574,438.
25 in the District,'the values of.%imber and firve=wood alone
contributed Rge. 160, 209+40 and Rs.159,593.30 respectively in
1982 = *8%. The total value was only Rs. 32,546.75 in the '
previous year, and this also obviously shows that the ratei
of the cutting down of forest is miach faster than the rate of

grwfhsﬁ



Accordifng to H.G.Champion's classification of
Indian Porests, Manipur has four major fofest tjpess§y;

1o Tropical HMolst Semi-Evergreen, |

2. Tropical Moist Decidous,

3« Sub~Tropical Pire, and
| 4. Dry Temperate. !
A1l thiee types pf forssts, exfept the Tropical Moist Decidous,
are found in the Churachendpur District, But the Bry Temperate

rorests ocenpies the lartgest area.

o A large area in between the river Run and mui?hapui
"ie. the Lentlang renge, the whole of the Thanlén Subwblvision,
tgtnessouxhern parts of the Tipaimukh Sub—Divieion, bmth,the vestern

parts of Singngat and Heng lep Sub—Divie;ons are covered wﬁth
the Dry Temperate forests. Various spacies of oak4<imtermixed
with chestnut, are found in this forest, but in the southern
parts Fhasi pine nized with oak dominate the aress Being close
to the most populated papts these forests have been intensely
exploited for timber ahd fuel. Over—-grazing and an extensive

Jbeoming bave made thege forests poor im quality*and'quantity36¢

, The Middle-Southern parts of the Singngat Sub-
Division and the river basin of Rua are covered with Sub-Troe-
pical Pine foregts. The lower elevation which resulted to tthe

¥ temperature than the Dry Temperate region makes the forest

‘into.Sub-Tropical’type- Ehasi pine with oak z2nd chestrut are
found all over the regior. There are scettered patches of pine

trees slong the river sides in the south-eastern sectionss.
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which are mostly inaccessible and are liable to forest. fires.

Lhe TrOpical Foist Semi-Evergreen types of forests are.
fOugd in tha whole of the Tipaimukh 'ub~Diylsion and the westernm
-edges of the Thanlon Sub-Division@ This is a typical fowest
type of the Kalanag range in the north and the Vangai range in
“the south. The high rainfall and temperature, droined by the
guiruong and 1its tributaries like Tuivai, Tuibum, Tulzang, etc.,
i% 13 obv1ou° that the forest type should be of moist and
Bens/ Bver~green. The 1nmortanu _species of the area eve Haldi
(Aﬁin« Gardlfolla,, Siris(Albizzia 1ebbek), Chaplas fhrlocarpus
-Phaplauha), Agar(Aﬂuilnria Agallacha), Alni, Tocr, Jarul,

Bongun (Phoebeiﬂepslana), Iron wood(Nagua Perrea), Hango
{&agééefg (ﬁang;fera indica),4etcm,_and_thirtegn najor specles
of bamboos of whiéh Muli bamboos (Ma}pcanngAbambusoides) are 
superb in guality and enowrmous in quantity. Dalchini and canes
are also fouad in thése forests in consmde*able quantlules37
In snort, almosgt all sarts of foreat specles which can adapt in %
ﬁhe Tropical, bgb-Troplcg;, gnd ?emperate_cllmabicicoﬂd;tions can |
also be found in‘th¢.0hprachan6pur District. But the forest

types have to vary according to the altitude.
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CEAPPER & IV

POPULARTYOR

A+ Population Charecteristics and Distribution
in Churachandpur Diatriet.

Bs Populamtion Charecteristics of the
Hmars of Hanipur.
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LOCATION CODE NUMBERS OF VILLAGES] CHURACHANDPUR

SUB-DIVISION.

RURAL AREAS

Y.
2
e
R 98
5
G
Te

9.

40.

11.
12.
13,
14.
15.
16.
17,
18,
19.
20.
21,
224
4 BN
24.
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.

Bgariyan

Chaiba

Bishenpur Xabui
Chothe/Chothe Sanareng
Chehjang

Then jang

Almol

ILouchulbung

Eeirap Ehunthak

RKeirap Khunkha
Thumkhonglok

Teirap Fhullen (Haotak)
Laimanai-Eabui .
Laimanai-Ehongjai
Yaingsng Khumgn
langjing %anbi
Xhoirengtak Khunou
Ehoirengtak Khumau
Khousabung

Bunglon '
?hungcbongjang

Rangthel 4
Songangjal .
Uyungmakhong

Thongjan Uyungmakhong/
Gelmol Xhunou

Pi jang~ Tampak
Fuolsarng |
Bi jang

lailka ¥uolsao

- 49.

30.
31.
32.
335.
34.
35.
6.
37.
38.
39,
40.

41.

BEolngat
Tharoilek:
Gohhol
Geljang

. Fhoisanbung
Pholjang
Thoukaithang-3ongdo
Phoisenphal
Ukha~-Tampak
Eangvai
Folhoi

Khongkho Tampak or:
K.Rollten -

Hatijang

Zangoi Paulen -
Yongmbkot

Pengjang

-Torbung or 3. KOtlien
Kaprang '
Bualjang

Leisang

50. Bonglianphai

51. Z20ljanm '

52. Tuasllian

53, Vajing

54, Boljol

55. Janglianphai

56. Toupckpi (Khehgjang)
57. Eumpi Pukbri

59. FKongjsng Tampak

42 .
43.
a4.
45.
46.
47.
48.




60,
61.

62.
63.

64 L 2
65.
66
'67.
'68.
69.
71,

73
T4,

Kochi jang
Gangpichai
¥iangjang
Peiseng or Nongkom
Folmun

Saldbung
Molnom

Holnom Songgel
Tuibong 4
Gelmol Ehunou
Emarveng
Sielmat

‘Hlangjol

Phailen
Bungmol

F5e-Codnod

T4.(8) chnrachandpur Hill Touwn
3 (cutside ﬂotified Areas)

?Sw
7.

T8

794
80.
81,
82,
83.
84.
85 L 4
86.
87.
88.
89.
9C.
g91.

. Helmol Fhuman
Pearsonmun iﬁ; 1
Churachandpur Fiesion

Churachapdpur Lambulane
or Eata Lambulane

Tolphei

Hengkot

Songpi

Takvom

Salva Hlangbung
Rangpinol
Tangnuam
HEgathal

Kawlpui e
Thingkangphel -
Tolnon (1)
Songeibok
Tapngnual

92.

- 93,

94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.

107.

108.

109,

110,
111,
112.
113.
114.

115,

116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.

125.

124.
125.

126.
127.

Phaihel
Lingsipahi
Bisanmol

Hata -

Bollen

Mata Koltam
Beljang/ﬁlangbung
Lamjang

Rgoiphai
Seikken .

Saipun

Boklui

Hlavon

Folpi

Holkot
Sumtukphai
Puikham _
1Hongon/£hdngmnnz-
Puikahm Daijang -
Kgurte -
Thenmol
Puibul/Tuibul jang
Tuitengphal
Dumgaumnal
Holbem

Zhopibung

Buntha Tampak
Saikot

F¥uol Vaiphei
Tuithapui

Saidan

Thingehom
Saikul

Euldbung

Siden

Changpikot




128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134,
135,
136.
137,
138.
139.

140,
141.
142.
143,
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
143.
150.
151.

152.
158,
154.
155
156.

157.
158.

159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.

Zuamjang
Lhungjang
H.¥otlien
Dopkon
Ehongmun (a) Gamnomphai
Fumkot Minjang
Lailampat
Gctengpahi
Bonglusi
Egairong
Hoirangiiantak
Tolno: )
Gelbung
Vaijang

Sijang

Haotak Ebullen
Haotak Phallen
Sagang
Lukhumdi
lLalumbung
Chinglangmel
Samulamlan
Puiringphaisan
Khonomrphal '

Darpi (Ankhumbung)
Faujang -

Xhodang
leisan-Tampak

165,
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
172.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.

gornggel (Tanglheng Turel Fapal)

Lungngil
Dongjang

Eengken

Tuinu or Mauden
Songpek
Tuiningkhal
Tuining

Tuitur Zoukhup

Sangaikot
Mongbung
Yhonomw

Kwan
Gangpimol (ii)
Saibok
Songgol

01ld Ehaukol
Zhoinoi
Singheu
Tuilum-Ehongkhai
New EKhaukecl
Hita Xhunou
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- It was untill very recently that pspula&iaﬁ.Studiee
wao neglééied by geographers. BEven after the full devolopment
of geographicel ideas, from the classical period (upto 1859)

”%111 %he end of 19th cegtury, population studies was given
1ittlc attention by geographors. In 1953, Glenn TsPreimrthal
in his prosidential address to the Association of American
Geographeré, delivered a lenghty lecture on the importance
of Ebpaiaﬁion Geography. Studies on the other branches like
Becnomie Geography, Fhyeical Geography, msesorolégﬁﬁé;:atudiee,
éﬁ@. are no doubt very important. But it should be kept in
nind that theseé studies are for the benefit of mankind, and so

¢ keeping in view the fact that population provides the
foeal point in geography and man 48 not orly tho utiliser
of the physical saxrth but also the creator of gultural
earth, Trewartha wao justified in placing man 2t the centre
of geographgcal thinkiug”aﬁ

Such 1s the importance of Populetion studies that it chould
a;sé »2 inclfded in our present studies of 4 Politicnl Geography
of the Fmar-Hizoo. ’

¥hile dealing with population of any country or
region, obe should; while dealing with demographic pheonomens,
2lse concerned with the temporal spetial expressicng ¢f variofs
population attridutesy the explanetior of sneh tempsral spetial
ezpréspions; and the processes involved in the crestion of these
¢enporal spetinl expreasions3a But we shall, perhapsg, not be
able to Geal with all those systematically anéd goientifically
in cese of the area vhich is under our present study. The main
roagon for this are, first, because of the insufficicncy of
gopulation aaias for the districts ocuteide Mamipure Secondly,




-%he:datas»whichzare at our disposal are, perhaps, unreliables
@Qia'is'baeause the Cencus is done by mostly 4th 8rade and
gég,ﬁraae Government servants and not bty going to the exzact
#illagea'hut they usually assume the number ¢f fami1y=memb§rs
from tho number of houses and this ia dome from the towns
which have bus services. Bven whaen they actually reash the
%illagee the people are ignorant and they suspect sumething
bad for them and give the wrong number of their familics.
@h&rﬁly, cencnaés are mogtly done with the purpose ¢f olection
'aﬁa»due-to tﬂisgthe-age of all tho familyg memders btocomes
zore tian twenty-one. Fourtaly, although the 'de jurs approach’
in vhich the¢ cencus is recorded in their normal fplace of
reoldence is aspplied in the District, there alwaye is a case of
doudle counting ‘ecasuse a family can have two or thres resi-

_ deatial houses in Gifferent villages and towns. Thus migration
-ﬁfﬂ some members of a family slvays poses a serious problem

of daudle counting whid is the most important defoet of the
*de facto apyroaeh’4. Piftly, the boundaries of sdministrative
units (Sub-Divisions of the Shurachandpur District)es are
frequently changed. lastly, there avre nc reliable maps which
shows the exact location of settlements. The rural villages

aye not yet sclentifically sprveyeds

The aercal difference of the District in cese »f
population is such that there are only very few arcms ¢f attrac-
¢ion and more than the 90 percent of the reglon falls under

an area of isolation, Theme small pockets are thiekly




populated vhile large areas are not at all inhaditteds It will
also, perhaps, be worthwhile to State that there are only
three towns in tho whole district and even among these thres,

two of them can barely be called a town.

A, FOPULATION CHRRECTERISTICS AED DISPRIFBUZION.

The total population of Churachandpar District vas
42695 4n 1951, in 1971 it vas 98,114 ard this rose to 134,776
ﬁa_19815. Trhe population of the Digtrict in 1981 was enly
Ge4 percent of the total population of Hanipur, and the size
of the District is 20.5 percent®. Prom this, 1t is odbvious
that the density of population in the District would be
_lowver than that of the State as & whole. Truely enough, the
‘density of population in Churachandpur District in 1981 was
orly twenty-nine per Sq.Em. Yhere as the density of the
whole State vas as high as 64 per Sq.Km.7’-0f coursgey
Churachandpur Bistrict attains the decond highest density
among all the Hill Districts, after the Senapati District
which denéity is as highes as 48 persons per Sq.Em. But in
the ¥alley District the density of population in 197% was so
high as 325 persone per Sq.Em. That is , as high ags 67 percent
of the total population are concentrated in the Central

?alleyg;

In all tre Districts of Kanipur the rate o¢f growth
of population is highest in the Churachandpur Distrfiet specially
in tho decades betweern 1951 and 1971. As 1t vas already mentioned,




the population cencuses were done mostly’for election purposes,
the different tridbal groups wanted tc have as many Fel.8s and
BeD.Cs as possidle. The total population in 1951 was only 42,
695, and thisrose to 98,114 in 1971, and 1,34,776 in 19817,

The percentage of variation in between the CGncua'éecadea are
46420 in 1961, 57.19 in 1971, and 33.10 in 19810, snother
‘cause for this high population growth rate is immigration

from the other States, Gountries ard from other disirictsg of
Harnipur itself.

The Sub-Division wise distribution of popuiation in
the Churachandpur District anéd the areas of #& each Districis
is given in the following tablg’1z~

: Area in Sq.EKm. § Population
' 1981, in '000

§1) Crhurachandpur ‘ 668(14e6) =—e=—= 64 (47.5)
{2) Eenglep , 717 (15.6) ——mm—e 16 (12.4)
(3) Singngat 1,101 (24.1) === 15 (11.1)
(4) Thanlon 1,291 (28.1) — 18 (13.3)
{5) Tipaimukh : 804 (17.6) w=wm= 2% (15.7)
Total . 4,581 (100.0) == 134 (100.0)

{Pigures within brackets are their Fercentages %9 the
Districtés total)

The above table shows that the highest percentinge of population
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vitkin the Diatr1c§ ére concentrateé in the Churachandpur Sub-
Divisiop and Tipaimukh Sub-Diviéion stands as the second. This
ig not surprising when one sees the geographical and politieal
conditions of the regioh. A portion of the Churachandpur Sube
Division (the Puitfhapui Valley) is the only 'Area of Attraction’
due to its economic and other opportunities for numan develop-
nend .« Only 60 Em, fyom Imphal, Churachandpur town 48 the Bead-
anarter of the D;stiict. The town hawve all the facilitiesffof
‘eﬂuéation, medical, market for goods, ard g0 on, and thus it

is ébvioue that people sfould rush to this vélley-ia greater
numbers svery year. By ardéund 1900 4.D. the present Gharachand;
pur town was only like ofe of the villages in the Eills, dut

its fast growth in wecenf years is inevitablédd £6 due to the
botter opportuniti es for human development. In the Tipaimukh
Sud-Divigion thered sre not many things to de cited except

that there is the Tuiruong river and the are# vag gettled by the
V%rihal groupe from every early times. This arsa is new actually
growing to0o ald in the eense that 1t ié no lenger productive inm
“agricaltural crops due tO the contindous slash and duwmn

nothod of agriculture. Unlsess the government-seﬁ ug:gﬁme

- gpeolal projects like Eydre olectrict projects, one scarcely
_oxcept the population to grow too ﬁncb from now on. The other
three Sub-Divisions are all hilly and so their spgrsé pepulation

ig not g surprisec.

4s alreaéy nettiored, there sre orly thres t{owns within
the Churachandpuy District guch as the Churachandpur town,
Singngat small town and the Loktak Eyéro Eleotric project Town.
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in the Churachandpur town itself {6.50 Sq.Km.) thereawe are

a5 amny as 20,970 inhabitants while the other twe towng bhave
only a little over two thousand each in 198172, here ave as
many as 443 Cencum villages in the whole Distries; Qié-in
Chnrachandpur Sub-Division; 52 in Singngat Shb=Division,

99 ip Henglep snb-Divisian..39 in Thanlon Snb-bi-q“%ﬁgg.abd

46 in Pipaimukh Sub-Division'’. The tridal groups of the
Bis%zigt possesses a peculier nature of setting up ﬁﬁéir'villagee
¢n the peaks of htlls and.monntains; theit soeial &gﬁiéultural
heritagese have something to do with their patterns eﬁFsattle-
7&@&&.'it ie a disheartening situation %o note that iz the whole
Pistrict, less than 20 percent of the population ars 1iving

in urban areas and the rest la rural.

B. POPULATION CEARBCTERISTICS OF TEE
BHARS OF KANIPUR.

The Emars are the second lapgest majority frival
_gxoups efter the Paltes in the Churachandpur Districte
fecoxding to 1971 Cencus, the Hmars were 20,387 while the
Paites were 21,206, that i a difference of only 839
_persaaat4. The 1989 tride wise pSpulation dzta, for the
fistrict is not yet availadde at our dipposal, but one can ee
monsidor the data of the vhole State as it will ne® have
wweh difforence with that of the distriets In 198%; the Palte
gopulaftfon for the State rose to 32,570 where as tho Hoar

gepulation ¥ose to 30,6725 that is s @ifferemce of 1638
bebueen the two tribes.'’ In the District the tribal
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,ayaiation is as high ag 94 percent, the Jcheduled Caute
ropulation is less them 1 percent and the populatiosm which
a¥e claseed under 'Others’ congtituted adbout 5 percents Thus,
one eam pay that the Churachandpur Distriet ic domipnted by
the tribal groups such as Paite, Hmar, Thadou, Vaiphoi, Euki,

Tatat, otc. and there are still omaller groups togethor of
v?’ich eomes t0 a xmmber of more than 27, 800 persmk’

‘?ims, e‘aé can rigétly approadh to study any of tha M@e" zhest
trival geoups (Hmay) %o know tha general pcpalatzmn mrecw

¢origtics of the metriot.

But all the populetion cherectevistics of (ie Hmars
nay not ve gecurately shown 1o this studye. The seldn rezeon
for this is that the tridewise datas of all these chkogeeteris-
tig¢s are nﬁt availadle. Ve will, sometimes, assume the
'ywbahle' number srd sther Bharecteristice of the mayas At
presenty within the Churschandpur District, the Hmars ave to
be found in all the Sub-Divisions exeep‘t in the Hengle

Division§ specially thé whole of Tipairukh SubeDivigion

second majority i the Churschandpur Sub-Divisicns Shey were
wery few in the Churachendpur Sub=Divicion defore 1967 but their
punber increases with the attainpent of Statehcood by ‘i&anipuz
amd Churachandpur town as the District Eea&qn&rtm' &n orderxr
#p study the populaftion concentration in villages of dhe

fmors ap againet the other *éillagea,’ the following toble gives
& olear 'pictureﬂ. |
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$od by the settlement patiern of the Tipaimukh Sub-Division as
iﬁ.is after oalled "Hmar AfA%/ Bisl®, meoning Bnar fAran.
Although the total number of villages in the tipaimulkh Sube
Division is sumall, the size of villages are larger than the
ptheoy Sud~Divisions of the District. In all the other Sub-
pivisione, villagos having less tham 200 population ave largest
1n number. But in the Tipaimukh SubeDivision, number of villages

hoving 600 to 999 populatioh are largests. In the oihor 8u
Divisions there are no villages having a population of pore

4hon 2000, but there ic one in the Hmar Biel. In the Churachand-
pur Sub-Diviston, there are three villages having o population
of oorve than;ieﬁﬁ personses But evenlamengjﬁhese thres, tuwo of




thon are Hmer villages because Hengkai was not yet iaciuded in
the éhumchm&pur Pown and the other one was SfL¥ddd Saikots
the third bolongs to the other tribes. This showe $hat the
Hase teide possessos the nature of ataying togetker in larger
. rumbers in one village. But vhen seeing the settlmm pattorns
of tho tyibe in other Stases, it wiil povhaps be & iittle diffe-
rent. The different olans of the Smar tride ere c‘m@éﬁ%ﬁ%mﬂ:ad in
g -y ad pcékets in the rewoted areas of different Etatas of tike
Tgeth Past Indias Bmtt thkia have sémé’ﬁhing' to do with "%ﬁa
gocic=Culturel aaritages of tie tri‘be from !uuartmrg,,g an& 80 we
33 denl with %h@m in the othsr aﬁmpmrea

In the whole of iﬁmipu@ +he Hmar populsiisnk was
23,312 4n 1971 and this hes come to 30,572 in 198%« fuaides
tho Churachendpur S{ALAdS% District, 3¢ Hmar are wiss 3o be
found in the Jirlbam JubeDiviaion and ’“gm. In oty garto
ﬂ‘? the State the Hzmar population 1§ less than one pezeont of
2ho total Emar population. 89+4C parcent of the Heasd in
Henipur lives in the Churachandpur BLEEAE{6/ Distrieby T.58
percent 1o dhe Imphal Distriet, 1446 percent in the Hanipur
Yot Disgtrict, and the rect is less than e,ne!g-,@ The Rune popu-

Iation ia towns and cities growe faster than that ¢f dhe
rural villages. In other words, the grovth rate in persontage
teyms in vural areas is slower than thet of the towny and |
eities. This is because, the natural growth in towns and

cities 19 added with migration from rursl areas. Fepplo
come to realize the batter opportunlities for their atoudmic
developgent. Yore and more educated young man and ¥uan came up
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oach year and so the rate of‘migfatien, from rural hill
villoges to the tovns and its suburba, became higher though
4% io impossidble to rspreaént the exact figures in this dae
%o the lack of datase. Not only the Emars, btut gll %he other
$¥3ibal groups of the Churachandpuy Dis trict wanted %o leave
their remote rural villages and search for better 1ife stan~
derds in towns. This is exactly vhat they doj at 1¢
porcentages from each tribe. It is not their o0ld villagzes that
thoy left Hif but the hard life thores atleast the 03&d timers
would still be thore.

aath pome

¥ith regard to Bducation in the Churachardpuw District,

it will be necessary t® discuss a little as to how ci#ueation
g%arted in the remote areas, sgeeiaily-with the Fmarss Before
the coming 0f Christianity, the Sonly educational ingitutions
wore the Wchelor's quarters (Zawlbuk or Eounzewl) vhere all
young men above fifteen years of age slept at night and wvhere
e Val-Upa (Youth Commander) teaches them the arts of wrestling,
Yoy or hoad-hunting, hunting, sgriculture, tlawmngainn{good-
will tovards others, good bebavéour and charecters; Tespect of
Zalthuongte vrites thus ® Zawlbuk is a very powerful iootitution

ard its influenee is very oSrong upon the tyibsl life.

Phe youthg are alvays ready forany kind of smuzgoncy

such as fire, or war, or sickmen to be carried Trom

one village to another, eotcs Their influonce ig g0 great

that even the chief ard elders sometimes bow $8 Lhe

will of the youths. Tie British officers discouraged this

poverful institution and it is pow practicelly dying

o019 '
out® 7,

parents and elders,; etc.), and sc on. Bevs BHuolneil
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Receiving a call from the Chief of Senﬂaﬁg>§atkin
i&x&obetté, a Chrigtian Eisaicnary, came from Afzawl with some
Iushai Christians and reach Servor on the 5th February 391020.
Iﬁ;vaé in Semvon, the diggest Hmer village and perhups the
then digzest village in the wholo District, that thﬁAﬁﬁ?istian
faith was first plante& in the Churachandpur Diatrie%s & diffow
rent ways of teéching in aeiﬁg&eua religicus bdelief led to
%hawehange<of educational systemss The alphebet wss introduced
'ng%heiﬂissionariés to taach them;the-ehriatian fﬁiﬁﬁQVQGme of
- the new comverts started ié read and write. Educated gersons
arapped np and they tried hard to teach their peayle $ho necese-
aity of eﬁnaatxon through the neow faith. Tke 1@3@ Br.?hanglung
¢an rightly be called ‘ae the father of Hmar edugaﬁﬁﬁg for his
 ¢yonslation of gome books frum-tbe:§1ble. Now many ¢f the Humats,
atleast the young people, know hov to read and writes

¥ith the Independence of India and the abtininmont of
Sﬁ@%@hoaﬁ by Hanipur, the number of educational ingtiltutions
¢ame up and g0 algo the percentage of educated peocples In the
| shole District, the number of sducationsl institutisng frem
Prow-Primary to Highor Schools, botk Governments and Private,
coney 0 as many 88 527 in 1881 = '82, Yut only two Golleges
which sre in the Churachandpur foun, Out of these only 57
are in the Pipaimakh Sub-Division?', But these are only the
ﬁevexament records and atleast 80 percent of thsm ars now
. glosed or not functioning properlys In the whole Digtrict,
only 35.4 percent of tho population are literate in 1961,
33,7 perdent in 1971 and this rose to 44;3'pereant'§a.$98122.
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I» recent years, the Government has tried hard for thko sduca~
$ion of adults and so in 1982-'83 there were 100 Adult.Eduoa~
tion Centres in the Pistrict and 1135 persoms were naode lite-
ra&eggﬁut of these Adult Education Centres, only 17 weze 1nvthe
Fipaimukh Sub-bivision23. ¥ith regard to the higher~8€§catian
o2 tho youths, girle ecducation is not given much importan

by any of the tridal groupd of the District. It is comsidered
guite ensugh 1f they know how to read and write;-iéafii‘tbey

~ #inished tho Matric leveanOnvan everage in detween §977~*78
@gﬁ:%@&2ﬁ*8§, the‘numbaf of femalos appeared in College
Examinations are only 15 percent in B.A., 12 percen% 4n P.U.8
{Sc), and 29 porcent in P.U.C.(Arts)34,

vith regard to religion, %he—ﬁmars vere the first to
gdopt Christianity from 1910 and now all the Emars in Hanipuy
gre Christians. Before the coming of Christianity in §910
thoy believed in treir many tridal gods and perfoymed many
" §iffeoront sacrifices without following any particulss ¥eligion.
Of eourse, their folk songs have come simillarities with the

Bistory of the Jews, but since this have something %¢ do with
gome beliefs of their origin we shall discuss it in ctier
ohapterss After 1910, believing God has chosen Senvium {a Hmar
village) as the starting point of the new faith, the Enar
Chrictians cénsidered their duty to preach tie Gospel to the
other tribal groups of the District. They preach the new faith
‘#o 21l the other tribes anéd so, nowv, atleast 99 pereccnt of all
tke tridals of the whole Distriet are christiansc.lﬁfthe.
Diotrict, the'percentagajof Christians to the total population
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wag T7.79 in 1961, ernd this rose to 89.11 percent im 1371.
Qﬁeeﬁindne warg;tha second largest majority religiocus groups
in the District;’?hese Hindus are mostly the Bengalis of the
Fuirueng Velley and the Feiteis of Churachandpurs The Hindus
constituted as high as 5.68 porcent and the rest arg from
the ottrer religiona‘zs Bocauge of ths many difforent tridal
gyoups of the Distyict, there are nany different Chureh €
o A¥minations; dut mostly Protestant churckese Only a small
Lally

porcentage of‘tha~pOpnlat;en are Roman Catholiess Speé
among the Emar tride, there are no Roman Catholicss
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CEAPTERS-YV

HISTORICAL GBOGEAPHY OF 1T BEMAR SRIBE

(a)
(b)
(e)

Origin and Compoeition.
Migration and Settlement.

Socio-Beonomic and Cultural framevork.



Phe Hmars are:oéngf the maﬁy small tridbal greups
of the Horth Ea&tezn.&;il réglone_ef India; inbabiting the
Ho;thgrn Figoran, Chin Hills of Burma, South Weatern région
of Manipur, Borth Cachar Hills of &saémrané some gcattered
aréas in Cachar and Tripura’.'Of thefﬁongbldid stock, the
‘Hmars belong to the Tibeto-Bhrmau'group.AAgain; they are one
of the "Kuki®” tribdbes of%ﬁéckenziéz. Rop Burmén further classi-
fied the Euki tribes {nto 014 and Nev in whic¢h the Emars
belogg to the "01d Fuki® tribes>, |

Hmar is a recéi‘gnise& mheduled tribe under €he Gomsti-
.tgﬁion (Scheéuled'caste}Tribe) Qrdef, 1950; The Corstitution
'(Scheéuled Caate/Tridbe) Union Terrotory Order, 1951, as ammended
| ﬁy the Seheddled Oaaté and Scheduled Tribe (Modtfication) Order,
1956%. But this recdgnition is just by the national Censtitution
of Indin and notf in the tribal lists of Assam, Tripura and
Heghalaya; it is recognised only in Manipur where they consti-
tuded the sixllargest out of twenty-eight tridal groups in |
the Stazes.

Having a distinct tribal cherecteristics, they
moatly selected the peaks of bills for their settleament®.
Tle 2ea linear pattern of their settlement follows the Hills
ranges, where in the villages the Chief and bis Couficellors -
roigned supreme in the historical past7. But this Gocs not
mean that they are not Democratic. Their geographicaiieandi-
 $ions do not provide them much scdpe for their socio—-econoniic

dévelopment.

e e e et o S e e e i = e e ———————ir e = % e hene e o - .- . - - - . e e e - e em e D e e



Being one of the most backward trital groupss the
Hmars d0 not have written-record of their history and as such,
the present atudy is mainly dased on oral traditiea&,vfolklores.

traditional songs and few scecondary sourceea.

ORIGIN AND COMPOSIRION OF PHE %FRIBE

There are no definite and reliable records of the
Hnars with regard to their origin. However, there a§s~soms'
thoories and beliefs dependigang on the folklores\éné tradi-
tional sﬁnge‘as to how they originated. Vhether these are
Believadble or not, it &s might Y worthwkhile to discuss them.

27he Hmars are one of the leading:tribaa~qfiﬁizo...°9.
Bach of the Hizo trides like Hmar, lushai, Pawi, Lakher, Ralte,
etce are again divided into aifferent claus, sub-2lang and
families and the Hmars are the most numerous. There axre aiso
other tiibe from the oadd ethnic group (Chin-Euki~liizoe) such
65 Thadou, Paite, Gangte, Vaiphei, etc. It is the beliof of
211 these trides thatvthéyforiginated from one thing called
Sinlucg or Chhinlung. In their traditional folksongs, Sinlung
i3 very often referred to as a place from where they originated,
although the emee exact place is not certais as it 1is never
montionad in thogr traditional songs. One of the Emamftraéitional
gong goes as -

sKan siengna Sinlung ram hoingthang;
Za nu ram ka pa rom ngal.

Chawngzil ang kokir thei chang sienj
Ka pu ram ka pa yam ngai®.




(Femous Sinlung, My motherland;
- Home ¢f my ancestom.
- Could §t be called baek like %awngzu;
| Home of my ancestors)'® |
Prom this, 1t 12 obvious that Emar and its allied tribes came
€rom a place called Sinlung, where ever that might be; BeE.
Boy Burman delieved that Sinlung must bde the present Silung
4n China bordering the Shan Htate in the east of m“.
Thie nay be quite reasonable as the Hmars also se%le& in
Shan after lemving m&lmig,c Some writors belioved thaod Sin-
inng might Bave been @ cave from where they coms out Ry
The argument witk then is that the word "8in” opr “%ﬁ&nﬂ
goanp “cover? and "lung®” means "stone®?, and thus *Simd

sopns "Covering etone™. But this theory do mot belp us much
since it doves not indicate the locntion of that cave vhich
havo a stono coveors However, this #s gquite coman&;gm
2ike lushai, Thadou, Paite, Vaiphei, otc. R. Vanlawma contents
gttt they must have come out of China auring the rolign ef

lung, & Chinese Eing'’, But the traditional songs

©learly indicates that Sinlung is the name of a place Or
vilisge or town or city and not the name of a persen,
Hranglion Songate belioved that Sinlung might have been the
present failing or Silung in Soulh WYest Chinsm;;

There is yob anothér theory vhich traces She origin
6¢ the Cbin-Fuki-Fizo trites to as far as about 2170 Bel.}
the ozodus of the israclites from Egypt. The theory ‘cment-a
4hat the ancestors of the Hmars ané allied trides weXe among
'*f:‘-‘ké Is>s0lites vhen they left Egypt%‘s. 0f course, it is
obvions that they are not Isrsolitesi dut there vere many
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other trides among the xaraelitesfsg and the ancestors of the
{hiineXuki-Fizoe trides might have been one of these other tribdes.
?his'is gupperted by e many of their traditionzl sonzs which
wore passed dowr from £eber father o son, anéd vhich they now
find 1t difficult to understand the exact sesping ¢f those
ancient songe. One of such songs goeg as follows S«

*Sina lunga kan guong ingira;

Tuonri kan rel, Umni kan khaza e 17

(me=3nmp and danee after the stone plate ¢f Sing

Creating days of work end days of leisuve)s
?hﬁe-can be 1nte¥pretted as3 our dafly life decame systematioc
afser receiving the stone plate in Sin. After recoiving the
gtene plate (the Ten Commandments)'’, the Israclites changed
%ﬁé&r~soeial ard religious lifes which they had %o practiee
everyday. Thus, 81n1ung might be Sie in between Sinad aad;ﬂaim.
or Sirai is the mourtain of vwhich Eosee got the etene'ylate,
which were or the way of the Ioraslites’ exa&us « The argu-
ment for the theory, thereferey im that 12 this 1o not true,

how could they have folk songs as followe 3

%%+ P"Bikpui inthang kan ur laia,
Chawngtuipui aw gen mahrili kang intante
(Ve waitéd for the wol-known visntors fostivals,
Tuipui Sen (Red Sea) stops flowingl.

2. "Sun razﬁla ka leido 8w,
Iaimi sa ang changtuipulin lem 2o a%
(Pighting my cnemiee the whole day,
ien (enemies) were devoured dy Tuipaul
(the sea) 1ike meat)s




3« “Ee ralawna, ka leido aw,
Sunsh sum ang, zanah mel lawn invak®,

(I walked on foot, He (4t) fought my enemies,
like @ cloud in tke day and a walking fire at night).
4+ "A varuol aw la %a cheh,
Suonglung chunga tul zZuong put kha 1la ta ¢heh™.
(You have token the floek of birds, |
You have iteken the wator that came oud of ihe
rock/boulder)« :
After collecting tha traditional folk songs for 96 years from
9949, EsV. Vara'® pablished the first editiom in 1967+ The -
Hmar folkx songs were go valuable as they do not have any other
gource for thaéknoéledga/atuay of their history. FBeny of their
fraditional folk soﬁge have similarities with the hiatery of
the Isargelites as it Lo found in tho Bidle. The Ishaclites
were seld to croos the Red 5ea’’; they wers led by Qo] in the
form of cloud pillar im 4he day ané s pillar of £ire at night®'y

gere

¥hey woro given flocks of quails for their’f00€23f'ghii
puppiied with water from the yoek in the uil&erngssz@g and

89 Ohe This theery is ypurely bvased on the folk songp und the
4se of Lurning sacrifices. It cannot provide any Xink

#¢ be s mere conjecture.

The origin of the term “imar" also still itz & 2ards
besars & large question mark. Thers are two importamt theorles
for this. According $o the first, ths word "Hmarh® wap given
by the Pawis to those who tied (in Xnot) their hely 3w the
back of their head ard this came o be known as Hhax"afﬁeruarﬂezs.




secording to the gecond, "Huar® means “"north? ana‘tﬁéwﬁerm
85 given to. thoge vho ere in the northers hi21s?%, Of courss
the Dmars were alvays to the notth of the Pawis frem $he Chin
{11 gettlenent upto the presente ﬁgaina%he tern seens to bs
Béguired only aftarsthaAﬂhinlﬁilla settlement. The prisent
Hznvs believes that the Hranghhawls, Derlonge, Pied ekéﬁkechep.
Hopy ete. 2re nleo Humars But some of these Hiszo cleny 4¢ not

wont to accept "Hmar" for theme. This is, perkaps, bdecsuse they

Pere already on their way to their present settlsmerd

& when
4he tornm was given to them, and thus it was mot kﬁﬁﬁ% 4o them
'%hangh a1l of them were from the saBe parentos

Uith regard tc the compogition of the Eaar ivibe,

/677'//(5
it 4o difficult to the right comclusions As it kas alveady

beex mentioned they are the mdést numerous ameng the Hzs trides.

%ﬁ% thig very woxd "Nisme" also scares away sexe of {ths Hmar
¢lang frox the Hmar tride. The large mumber of the Hiay sule

& is omly becsuse of the rature of the inter villsze wars
ond inter-tridal wars in historye The inter village way which
atarded in aninng27 and inter clan wars among-thevﬁiga»tribas
which possilly started during the Shan settlement veze $he
post isportant cguses for the %ﬁ?ﬂof the once ong ruse
{ShineKuki=ilige) into &ifferent tribes and clans rezpoctively.
Bven after the baehup droaskup of the original race inty trides,
inter village varp were still very sommon among ite tribde
oopeeially so among the Hmar tribe. 0f the inter t¥idal wars,
%he war between Hmamand Imshals (two times detwesn F780 A.D.
and 1870 4.0.)%% 4na the war between Hnar and Thadon In 1960 =

4961 were the most outstanding. Ouns were not used in the




firoet Hmar—hshai war bdut they were used tfhencefartﬁzg@

With regard to the inter village wars, as tho Hmars
usually settled in villages according to the clens, 1% also
neane the inter clsn warse Of thesse, the wars betwasn Hrangchal
znd Hfarte, detween Iungted and Dawntlangy between thick and .
Darngavn, 6tc. can de eite&go, Specially between thﬁ

 ané Pigovan (Iushet Hilla) settlements, these clap wise willages

wore namod acoording to the names of the clams which wlao

Yocame the names of the hills. Zhose hills %311 bave thoir names

a8 the Hmar claps named them such as Lawitlasng, Khaviung,

Eéa.mgam Zote, Chhungte (Sungte by the Bmars), Hgur {¥gurte),

Pniak (Thiek), etc.>', ®he $opa of hills yrovided them with

& gadd military h,éea from whers thay could easlly fire arrows,

furow spears and roll stoues in time of attack from other
lazee {clapa)e Thus ode can rightly say that this contrie-

1 fores 13 an inhoritsge of tre Huwavo. Riffersnt clans

and Panilies became mors &ud more indopendent and ther conse
fandly 1ad to £ight for their oun exlatenca. For (his ond in
search for bettor lands, some had to migrete to Tripurn

(ke Drongkhavls end Darlongs), DBeghalaye and Forth Cachafr
. {Szkecohepa, Bictes and Thiek), the vallay o2 ?:aaﬁxmr

. ote) ond gt cfte

Based on the language, social customs, settwment.
mmm, gtc. the following can be put forward as ﬁﬁa ciane/

cubeelans of the Emar tribe e

Y+ Chengsan s+ There are nine (9) subwclans
' or familicse.




2+ Darngawn t 7 subeclans/fanilieds
5. TFaibriem t 10 subeolans/familisss
4+ Hmariusef ' - P gud=clana/ famniww
5e Ehewbung 6 cubwclans/famtliens.
6o Ehelte =t 10 subeclans/familices
8+ ZIawitlang-Brangehal : 20 sub-elans/i’ami&ws.
9¢ lLotri 6 sub-clans/familiess
10. Imngtau 3 17 sub-clana/familicse
tt. Dgente ¢ 6 sub-clans Afamiliecns
12, BDgurte : 7 sub-clang/familiess
13+ PFokbuong $ 4 gpub-clans/familicwe
18 Sakun : 3 subeclans/familien.
15, Shick + 22 submclang/familiens
16, Vengeie 3 3 subeclany/familios.
17, Zote-ligendsl 1 7 sub-clons/Zamiliess

Tew ..

The larger nunder ¢f sud-alenz/familion anang | Thiaky Zote,
lavitlang, langteu, oto. can bo axzplained by the intar village
9450 vhich was more common among each of tzhesé elangs 411 the
above soventeen clang are etill together $1ll now and their

3t influe

Iogruege io hnown es Fmar. But due %o the envirennends
enves some Of the Tarte { & sub-clom of inwitlsbs) Wio ave
anong tho FPaites claimg ¢o be a Pajte zrd these whe &ro among
tho Iusbais calls themselves as Lushels. Similsrly, ofue
Eruolhrings and some Changsans ¢laims to be o Thodime Again,
due to the long times of seperstion somo of the ?hieka who
sottled in Horthk Ceckar Hills have developed a Thisk longuage
which is a little 4ifferent in promouncistion, aceent and
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peme 4ifferent words. Besides the aboves, thers arp &“&&m
gone ¢lans and an’b-—clana who have developed 1 30 of
4hoir ovn which sre a 1ittle different in pronmai&hﬁ&;

aceent and scae different words, as llsted below fuw

18, DBiete : 11 cub=clang/familics, -
19, Chauwrsi ¢ 4 subeclans/families.
20, Chamthe 3 sub~clangffamilies.
2%+ Chiru :

22+ Darlong :

2%. Hrangkbhawl s 4 subeclans/famtlioec.
24+ Xom ot

25« Sakechep ¢ § sub~clanag/famtilics.
Zhe number of sub-clans given here are only approximate which
one t:an agsare and they have to be surveyed more thereughlye.
The envirenmental influences are o strong and a ilong fimeo

0% seperation led nome of these clans to claim thempelves as a
gonplotely distinct tribe. But the fact is that thoy gre from
the msams origine. Por instancee, the Darlawngs ave oald to be
the uixture of the descendants of Sura and Vanse both of

ﬁhm are very famous es ancestors among the Hmars of Fanipur,
'Ei.§@m~ and Rorth Cachar of Assam. They sided the Enjs of

P4pove {Pripurn) and went to his side 33

Wo thus fimé that thvre avre about 25 olany aud
more than 250 subeclens/families among the lmar trileathe
once great tride was broken up into many clans aad subeclans

hoscuse of their socio-sconcmic and cultural heritagste

Zegether vith the onvirommental influences and tho wolsd

divide-and-Tule policies of the superior race-s%a




BIGRATION ARB SEYPLEMBND

The origin of the Hmars and allied trides wam,
©f course, Sinlung although the exact location is not Inoun.
Then the first known settlement was Shan. Hobody 1o guve
whother it is the Shan State of Burma, but now 4t has beconme
the goneral agreemend of all the historical vwriters of the
Hnar tride that the Shan of the Hmars is the present Shan
. $%ate of Burma. As $0 theo date 6f their migration to Shan
sobedy is sure about it and we simply have to sssune By find ing
©8 2 reason to believe s0. According to C.A. Soppity the
:i%uﬁ’éhist faith was 9firmly rooted throughout Burma and Ching®
E:-:y 8th or 10th Centuries, and those who sottled within Burma
guring or after that would be influenced by the falthr>,
2ut the fact that any of the Higo tritjﬁea‘did pot 24opt Buddhism
peint to the possibility of their migration as taken place
pricy 3o the 8th or 10k Genturxe:aa 6.

It vas possidle that they left Simlung in gearch of
newfortile lands or they become fed up with the ,placssn or
tkoy were pushed out by a stronger powergs. Their ontwance to
Shan was probably met with strong opp-oeition and they finally
fought their way through. Their success vas so great that one
of their poets put their seccessful encounter in the fﬁ-ﬁnoﬁng
yeyse 3

Shan khuo thlangfa pu tlingtleng o,
I do thinglu bak in s2l;

¥a sawmfs thlaw, ka laimi ffh&.
‘I.Ehal khat ah lan ei de ninge.
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(Yen of Shan look great,

You are proud of your victory and lootss

With my abundant harvests,

I will make a springtime festival of my victory).

The Hmars enjoyed a time of pioeyerity, success anﬁhyﬁaae in
§han®?, The Shan settlement was marked with over-all Socio
ﬁaénbmie prosperity and the starting of feativals syuch as
Ehnonglawn (Spring festival), Iunglak (Aptumn festivall,

' Sesun (Solemn celebration), etcs ssemed to bevassociaxaé with
the Shan settlement4°. 3n§ this prosperity oould no® consinue
&6 forover ard they unvwillingly had to leave Shan because of
& great femine called Thingpui Intan (Pree famine)d?,

With a heavy heart, the survivors of'tha ﬂEiagpu1 ~
Ingam, had to search for better lands for settlements “The
migration from Shan to Indo-Burma border was organised according
%0 elan (which later became different trides)*2, The folk songs
58 legends of the Hmar suggests that they came in contaot
with the Fissimis (Fishmish), followed the upper reaches of
thﬁaﬁiraw&nng (Irrawady) and the Chindung (Chindwin}e It is
pogsidle that thelr route was the vestern dbanks of the
Chindvin downward, after crossing the upper reaches of the
Irrawadi and Chindwin. Their migration is called & "thlang-tla”
which means "VUgst-wvard move®. Then they settled in the
Zavlphai (the Xabaw valley of Burma)%>, It was in tnis
Zawlphat thet the Emars started to organise themselves in
o gystematice adminisgrative uniga; They were divided under
throe leaders. Their folk songs even mentioned the names of

thegse three leaders as 3
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“Aw iaie, Simah lersi, Hmarah Zingthlo,
Ehawmalaiah Luopuia®.%%,

(Aw 1aie, lersi in the South, Zingthlo in the Horth,

Iuopuis in the niddle).
0f these three chiefas, as the folk songs and legends suggested,
Eﬂgpnié peemed to be the greatest and riehest45@ fe pionted a
banyan tree at Ehampat'whicb caﬁ,etill be seen in Burma, and
the Emars stayed thore till the $ime when the dbanyan %ree dore
abaes abundant fruits46. Bobody is sure de why as to why they
loft this place, but the legenés anﬂ.folk lores say that they
found the Kawlphai to be very unhealthy. The high temgaratﬁre
#€ the plain and.the infectitious mosquitoes was vaxy”unfavuun-
gable tc thom, and many of them died of Phaikhawsik (Iit. Plain
fover) which they never knev before. Inspite of the political
development, they untimately had to leave the Eawlphai by
around the Q}&Q,Gentnry47‘

Ial Dena suggest that the Hears left tha Hawlphai dy
around 14th Century®®, Prom there, thdy moved west, south, then
wosts and crossed the Chin Hills. Some of them stayad im the
Ohin Fills and so were abvsorbed among the Chins of Eurﬁaﬁg.
Aftor croseing the Chin Eills they fellewed occupied Ghamphai
0f the present Eizoramso; On their way, thoy followed the Run
{Fonipur river) downwards together with the Raltes an suggested
by tke folk songs arnd legends $

. "Rglte-nu, Ralte-pa leh kan inkawi a,
Runtui kawi e".
(%e winded down with the Ealte men and womeny
along the moandering Run river).
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The Raltes were smaller in number and some them are now

absorbed among the Hmars of Manipur and Figoram and anong the
Iushais of Eizoram. Only a small fraction of the Ralts population
wan now speak the Halte language.

"It 1s believed that the first large-scale migration
perkhaps took yiaee in bdetween 1520 and 1700’A.Ba51: and these
W@ée the Hmars. Bven among the Hmars, their migration from the
Ehﬁiphai.was organised perhaps according to clanc (village)
which now tend to eed clainm themselves as a seperate tride.
The first bateh possibl¥ include the Srangkhawl, Darlong,
Biete, Sakechep, Chawrai, Chawthe, Eom, ete. It is possible

that some of these clans did not come to Higoram as ean be

spggested by the adsence of any trace of them theros They
wight have crossed over it, but it is possidble that thay did
rot stey longe The gecond batch and larger number of the |
Epars can possidly include those who settled in Champhai and
nsarby areas, such claps as Hrangechal(lawitlang), Phihs
Zote, Changsan, Darngawn, Ngurte, Ehawbung, Thieks e%aasz
These clans pamed their villeges according to the names of

AUIRy

tho clane whieh later decame the names of the hiltle of

Yizeram as already mentioned befores.

Before the comingro? the Lushais in Higoram, the
Hmars and ?aiie-were togethér for about two or thres canturies.
The Fmars occupied the northern half of the present Hizeranm
znd set up villages or tops or slopes of hills according to
4he ¢3ans. Their soecio-econoxic and political systens were
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iy ?l

, organised, During the Hizoram settlement, the political
and soclal syspeme weve which atarted in Kawphai seemad to de
~ developes further. LalDena’’ contents that their terrotory
“w;s divided into six gones namely, North Eaatéru. Gﬁamphai,
Senthern, Horth Yestern, lorthern and ¥Yestern. Tho gones were
put under six territorial-el chiefs - Tusing Paihriew, lawipas
Heangehal, Sawrtuirakam Neilal Thick, Piengpuilal Biste,
Deprokim Erangkhawl and Penhril Saivate. The territories were
- independent of one another”. All these %k territorics were
under their king called Chawnhmang, and after the death of
Chawmheang, the Hmar‘kiﬁgﬂom collapsed. This must have boer befe
bafore the coming of the Lushais in 1780 A.D.°4,

rﬁhen the Hmars had no more king to unite them, the
territorial and village chiefs became the~eole<centx&1\pover.
?ha villages were independent of ene another in all roapects.
Inter village wars became more frequent and so they ¢ould not
ptand together when the lushails came and they had to 1ése a
sure viotory. The territories of the Emars were lost tme by
opes and thoge who were in Champhai had to leave for safer and
fortile places. Most of the Champhai inhabitanss migrate to
the South West of Hanipur. Thus the Hpar territory oxtended
in & narro# belt from the Forth of Hisoram, South VWest Hanipur,
eaghér, Pripura, North Cachar Eills upto the South East of
Feghalaya. Perhaps due $o the geographic and cultural roastns,
the Fmars vere'never dikqgtly under any sovereign paﬁﬁmqgf'af'
Bajahs until the catablishment of the English powers But the
tzeaﬁy of 1833 between the Haharajah of Fanipur and the




British brought# the Huare east to Jiri and the Yest of Tui-

- ruong(Barak) under the cshtrole of the Haharajah, and then the
 Iushais started to call them "the Hanipuri Rajsh's men">°. The
Hmar ttibe west of the Tipaidukh certainly considered thomselves
to be more connected with Borth Bey Cachar and those of the

east had the same feellingz adbout ﬁanipursé. Like wige, in other
areas too, even after the Independence of India, with the crea-
T%icn of Tripura, ﬁeghalaya.and“ﬁiééram. the Ymars weie set
further apart from each § other. They do not have a State/U.T. of
their own today because, as Bev. Eoulneikhum Pakhuongte syss,
“Yhen the British came (1871 - 1872) their bills vere divided

and handed over to the neighbouring states seemingly for the

sake of adminigtrative cbnveniences and of course, withou;”the

Enowledge of or concent of the Hmar people themselves®’ .

SOCTIOJECONOMIC AND CULTURAL PRANEWORK

‘The socities of the Hmar villages, keeping aside the
inter village wars, was Qruely baaed'on.the-“love~§&y”neighbour
as thyself?. The other willages were coneidered es ememies and
ﬁhe chopping off the head of an enemy was considered 28 an act
of bravery and he would be greeted and wol-refeived with zu
(rice beor) as a hero. Even from the time of ¥ Shan settlement,
the villaze administration was oystematice and respectabdle.

The important eofficers in the village societies were lal |
(Chiof), Sienmang-Upahai (Councillors/Eldera), Thiecmfiu (Priest),
Thirsu (Blacksmith), Tlangsan (Crier), and Buolkilmitha (the one
wvho could sometimes act on behalf of the Chief) 3, Phen there
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vere the Vantlang (Commoners) emfd and the Suok (Slave of the
Chicf and Councillors). Then there wae 2lso an igportant
ingtitution called Sier or Zawlbuk (Dormitory).

‘Bach village possesse&.a well defined args ¢f land

,ﬁ%ich belonged to the community as a ehola. bat the controles/

plans are the duty of ths Chief and Couneillora, axd the villagers
ave subjected to pay tazes in the form of 3 %o 5 ting of

‘unoleaned rice, legs of animals killed, stc’, The mods of

cultivation was and is Jhoom or the slash-andbura-ssihed-durn
& thod. The whole village would clear one side of‘thsﬁr villagé
land and so the»jhoem cycle was arvanged sysﬁema%iﬂ@lly. Bach
hougehold cultivate a plot of land for one yesr and left 1t in
tﬁe O Xt year, but- thaae which were left kmhind could still &

‘boay fruits and they could still he resped even after three

ryeaxs.e.

The important institutiens of the Emar village
@@eietﬁ has already been mentioned. Almoét all the pouors
4n the villages administration wore centered around the Chief
end His Councillors who were mostly the relatives and friends
of the ChierC
aifferent institutions can perhaps, be best understood by

. The duties and respensibilities of all the

revealing the soclo-economic and ecultural activities for one
ﬁﬁelaiyear. The chief‘cailed his council of elders at the
hégins&ng of January to discuss the programe for the year -
which side of their land to be cultivated, allotment ef
plots by lots, etc. and this council is known aa-gamfﬂcrels’.
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Before Ropuithang became the Chiof during the Shan ssttlement,
the allotment of Xandsw wore by means of lots for all, but
yhen he bdecsme the Chief ho and bis council members ehose the
boot rarts of the land for themselves. Prom then onwayds the
golfishness of the Chief and bio councillors canﬁiﬁaaéﬁa.
@ne of their peot eong this incident ir the followinz lines 3=
*an1al hmangpa.ﬁopuithang Shan kbawzawlah, }
'?hadumanr vanglai lienlo sichmangin, changnaee”

(emef Ropuithang in the plains of Shan,

The minipterp keep aside ths most fertile parsd,

let them have it).
Yher the allotment of lands were finished,-all the pen folk
ptadted the slashing or eleawing clearing of the new plot in
the same month, while the women and children would be busy
in oarryipg home the products of the old jhoom 213&&563,
The Hmar women activity takes part in economie¢ activities
gven in modern time364.

After this, there was a period of about 20 e 30
days ¢alled Pamchap-Awllen during which there was not much
work to be done. But this was the buslest perioed for the
Plackemith. Re had to repair, make a new one or sharpen all
the agricultural implements of the whole v&llagaﬁs
given a basket of paddy by each household in a year for bis

and heo was

39:?&0966. The commoners usually spent this gerioﬂ with rice
beer as o period of leisure. It was during this perisd that
wemn many of their fostivals were ¢clebrated. Some richer or
well-f#lto-do people would 4o the Inchavng by Sesune
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(Ho would kill a 819167 by one stroke with ajpear.. fooll the
whole village for a day and show-off his riches). T4 riches
48 of a man can be measured by the size of his hervests, the
aumber of Siel and other animals he had, the type and number
of gongs be had, the type and number of ormaments hig wife
2rd daughtere had, etce. The ornaments were ;mestzf of m_c‘klaoee
- #ng earrings. Suck a person usually has slaves who weve ecaptured
£ren the other villages, and peid servantse. Their festivals
suek 28 Sikpui Ruei (celodration of therzood harvost), Khuonge
Y {Spriog festival), otce vere uaually assoclatod with this
peFiods Bach festival has songe of its own, btut it @"’“ﬁ,,"

noted that these festivals were nét celebrated every JGor.
I¢ should alse be worthwhile to xwye that the song, a9 already

menbloned, which seems o have somé connection, wi;b?iz-}%_ixe

Igruelites' exodus, was considered as the most
all these festivals and they called that song as “Hispui®
{4he main song or the greatest eong;_)_s‘a.

After atleafst 20 daye of keeping the glashéddown
foveets to get dry, when the first rains are noary the whole
n ite

vilisge menfolk would set out fo¥ the new field and hHuy
After this, the men would be bumy in srocting Siel fances,
while the women collected soeds which they hzd 46 ©dve The
tyunke and branches of trees which the fire could no¥ consume
tzd to de cleared and put them together ir ohe oF m COTRErs
&f the field. This ectivity is called Smangkhaw, and me poriod
f.‘a.'am an till the growth of crﬁps is esliled Rin@m
Ykile the vomon tusied themseives with the Hmsagkhaw She men
would construct a small kut czlled gu ip tho middls ¢F ¢he e
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#1014, They alsc set up twvope croumd the fiold to REME
Midee anivads vhich sould do harmful to their o»

vover nade traps in the month of June vecguse of thidy
traditional saperstitious belte’o,

imong the Hmar tride, cach famildy olways trded
%5 bs solf-sufficient in ngricultural produchss Thoy siltSe

~¥utéd all kinds of crops which they veed for the whelE ¥

sn their small plot of jhcom fielde Their most i

‘§uplement for the scving of s6dd was & eiugly hmndlsd

gpodes dss They delp cach cthér in plenting of the r t BED
Phe whole village would go te the £42)14 of 522 EMisciwids
4hey wonld go to tho fiold en the aext &aau Surdany Shw
stttiomont, thoy composed s song which they sang c‘i%k?jff;‘ 4
%% with the drumser lsading the aanga Thip nugie work of
2o vhole villagers was called Butukhuonglawmes This %o the
noss enjoyadle work for all, and whan they findshad o}

$islds they will celebrate 3% wilh Hamsu (rics besy far their
371 '

Sirounng work)

_A Dre 4o the inlor~villagzh wama, nodods ool mo
AYane o the £ia3d and iz wag Thae zoad 'mpmﬁa&% Eaxliz oL
FO %%1:: s%aﬁiag af Fruidmenglates and 2%har asdiwibing
% maam,' Shraghing, efc. Wiieh thay had 95 &3 £3 yieh
Yho

24

$he odhey familiss or v %he whode 7illags. Bvem uwhal
saols #illage 414 not go, atlanat five $o ten nondew of
Freimmis, dbeye znd 2w 3
snd $his asaoelotion ie eslled lawmgy;
#13 thegr work by means of Lawmzui upie the harvesting.

vl together, would zo $Sgother
1’12

« They ag fesily 49

e m—— e ..
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o The inettution of Priesthood came to promisvnae
guring the barvesting and Bu~ch$l (scperation of ths ¥ive
frgm ito otraw by Jjumping over 18). The priest

gaerifices $o sunmon the radn god during Ringmus B

‘pigo be called by the villagers e Pay an offer simyifices

ftF thely sick und dead, ond he web paid feso i 4he Porm of

wnildys fo wne alad pedpopalble fa offering caceificer 2o thetlr

Hieferent godo S0 mgm then Prom femine, flood,; &rcupht,
74

-@5gestes nnd for & gmenaeafal er@ggﬁiﬁ

Ir a Km&r vilmgs ;saci@tsr,a the Chief and ?:!i"s Couns:
z43 sosmpd %o de the paramount psﬁer* Phe villagers vore

Qﬁ%acﬁeﬂ %o mtxw reunte apnually to the C‘hmf?ﬁ They
aB:m bailt end ren&ir the bouse ¢f ke Chiafs The houso of
4he Ohief wes tbe %&rt of law to sotile aispuisy within the

“‘.{}l:.am% The viliage-Ovler ammcfinee the erdeys of $he
Giaf spd his Ceuanecil apd the whole village was subjsuted
&2 wbay its Thoge who 4id not

ERN66S follow thbas avdurs
wore punished Yy feposing Lines %9 théms The fimee ve¥iss
#rom Slel ¥6 bep according to the type of offoncews Fho

suntabivest for the maryisge offesce nd purder vers Dnrdect

ap@ the fines were moatly Siels

important infstitution of ¥he

Yraditionsl Hrar soclety was the Sier or Zavlbuks Phin was the

Gitory of the young men o©f the village. 2 Val<upn
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{youth commander) was elected to enforee a strict dfseipline
and ¢6 cducante the young men im all kinds éf their goeial
3ife. A large house was built in the middle of the villiage;
$he only entrance of tho house (Siey) was bloeked by & Bhuge
Boom of wood and the young men 2ad to olimB over 1% %g;aﬁter
ond go out. a large fireplace was constructed in the niddle
0% the Sier and the front of ke the house was a cousd
sports like wresfling and this place was callef Buonuanls
A%% unmorried men of abeve fifteen years were subjectsd %o
p in the Sier and they would be tought the arts of
#2ival werfare, hunting, wrestling, tlawnngains (zoodewill

i

i%len,

for

tewards others, respect for elders ard parcnts, moz:
gted) s and so 0‘:177. The young boy were subjected o coilecting
firevoods for the Sier an.é.. if he f3il to comply with his
duty, he vould be severoly éiepibmned disciplined sud the
parents could not say a word sgainmst theme Howeven 2L o boy
2 delow fifteen years happen to kill a wild animal he would
be excmpted from collecting the fire wood. If a yousng unmarried .

ctyanger of above fiftenn years come to the villam, Be
would sleep in the Sier ard ho seldem escape the fricndly
vreatling match of the Buongzawl. "Zawlbuk is a vory powverful

inatitution 4nd its influencs is very strong tpon the {tridal
34fes The youths are slways ready for any kind of cpeygenoy
gueh ap fire, or war, or sick men to be curried from ome
village to asothor, etc. Thoir influence is so grent that
&ven the Chief arnd elders sometimes bow to the will of the

gouthses The Dritish officors discouraged this powerful

dnptitution ard it is now practieally dying av&ef?&“@

e e e e e e e v e = e e =
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Yith regard to their econonmy, atloast 80 percent
of the Emar population are engaged in agriculture, and theA
3@33? in modern times, are distributed among the goveranont
ae&vicea, religions (Christian ehurehea)\servicea, cottage
4ndustries, teaching and other professional works, From
their origin upto the present Migoram settlement, practienlly
¢ont per cent of the Emar population were engaged in agricul-
tures In each village, it has~a1reaﬂy.bean mentioncdy, there
vere of onurce Blackemithe, Uillage-crier, Priest, otcs but
%ﬁair:peéeentage vas negligidle, The Jhoom agriculfure still
dtminates the modern Emain. and g0 such, their prodloxp still
continues. o ' |

It hae already been mentioned that they left Shan
duo to a terrible farine (Thinpui Intam). a terridlec desezse
ylagqued the Fmers in Kgwlpbai (Kabaw valley) ané the only
doctors they had vas the priest and the obly wedicinc they
#nd wore tho jungle herde. Then there was a great faning
around 1880 A.D. which they called Baweing Intam'’, By thie
$imo, some of the Umars were alreddy eettled im thair prosent

gettlement and thic Raweing Smetm Intan was suffered dy those

who woere in Higoram and Hanipurs The last HparelLusdghs

a%0, 2rey were

% v¥ar vas
around 1870 ip which the Hmars were defeate
seattered to many new areas/hills and when the famine which
they called Vautam Smasa (the 1gt Bamboo famine) was suffered
again by the Fmars dy around 1910 4.D.8Y, It 1s eatd that a
particular type of banboo use to dear fruit aftor gvexy 50
yonro, and rats also multiplied in bundreds of thousands due
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t5 the bamboo fruit. This is a surc indicatiok of & greab
famine beseew because the rate use to destroy the whole
jhoom fields Just before the paddy gets ripemed. 4e such,
the Vautam Nuhoung (Z&é/laéﬁ»ﬁaabdon?awine) again:ffiv_"
with all its ugliness in 1959; after 50 years from the

firebds  "The government, knowing that the flowering of
bamboo (Rawmau) would surely be followed by tho
pultiplication of rats, sent me %o digtribute vab
poisons. I distributed it in all the villages (¢f the
Emar Biel of Ramipur). But this supernstural prog-
raume ccnldﬁnot be stopped by man®, said H.Ve Tora,

#ho vas then 8 Pield Asaistant, Agri. Farm, Qh@?&@%%%ﬁiﬂrezi

Then the last famine which can be mentioned here was in
4982, which was fe;t mestly in the Hmar Bigl of Hamipuw
and Borther parts?ef'ﬁiseram:ga'ﬁhéa vae 8ot becauso ¢f any

single cause or Hautam, bu the combination of uncertain
zednfall, infertilie land (the jhoom cycle becomes shorter
ang ghorter as ﬁta’pcgulatien.grewa}, a sudden increape of
rat population, an&‘the,yeuag and strong are sent to seﬁeola
ont colleges while the weak and old are left to woezk on the

£iclds to pupport their children's edaea&ienaa{

e
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CHAPTER-VI

" BEI120BAN POLIPICAL HISPORY

*  Phe ﬁige Unieon
*  ¥BP and the Hizo rebdellion
# The Status of Upion Territory

% Poacefpl Settlmment of the Hicoram probleme
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The 014 traditionsl ways of life of the Enges,
which wae the same with &ll the other trides of the Chine
Faki-Hizo, has already been highligﬁted in the previcas
shapterss Suck was the life vhat the British paw when
they ecame to administer tho land in 1891 and the Pioncer
istian Hissionaries in 1894.

PEE 5120 TUHIOE &

It was not only the HSP that influenced the
geopolitical charecteristices of the Eaars; rathey ongng
the many factors of which the Hige Union was the moot
importont. But, in order to Bighlight the pardy, one hao
%o zeo back to as far as 1919. The CGovernment of India Aet,
4919, said that the Governor Gemersel in Council shall
decliare any territory in British India as & backward area
under Section 52 of the Government of Indie 4ct, 1913s
Gn the 3xd Jan. 1921, the Governoy General in Council
declered the Lushai Hille ne backward tract', By following
the Frontier Tract Hegulation II of 1880, it was ezalnded

€rom the operation of laws, bdoth crimipal ard civil
procedure code. Polloving the Simen Conmission's repo¥i,

#he 2111 aressof Assan were divided into two categories
Pupluded areas and Partiallp Excluded areas. lushai Sills
eame under the Bzeluded areas, by the section 92 of the

Govorpmend of India Act, 1935. The term 'Execluded’ kore
implies that iuahai’ﬁillé is outside the controle of the




2

Zrovincial Legislature, responsibility to parliament for ite
@ﬁﬁiﬂi&%raﬁien resting in his Bxcellency the ?icexﬁyfﬁg.
¢ellency the Governor of Assam, as Agent to the

Sgoun ﬁa}?.;ﬁreaentetive, who bas emphesiged, on his 5o
#io B

wh Hepresentative, to administer the Iushai aznaa*

Nigoram wss excluded frem the operation of -
Frovineial ond Pedernl legislationss Thus, -befom~ iudeopen~ .
doneo the Lushal Fills became an excluded ares fren
4947 the administration of the coantry was entrusted %o
e Government of Assams @4 VWith the ee;ns@liéaﬁiﬁzg af the _.
British pover {n Lushai Hills the %ristiaﬁ{ Missionavics
 4lso atarted coming and proclaimed Christianily. Their
nain imstnment wag education. The -i&troéncﬁen of gducation

£opeted a new prmilegeé clags who passsd a challongs ¢
tho traditiomal ruless. Thus aeieia-l and political revnlution
wat bound to happens ¥hile the traditional elites clung

%6 the old ways and practices their opposition towards change
in the mew situation forced the educated elites to mobilise
. theomeelves against the Chiefs and traditienalism. Encoursged
by Bawi (Slave) controversy, the first instandce of comoreto
political activity dates back to 1925 vhon & group of porsons
under the lesdership of Telela Ralte, comtacted the Superin-
$ondont ef Iushai Hills to initiate changes in the sdnisis=

tration, so thet they may perticipate in the Assam polis]
Phe gag-emtanaeni was furious at this®. Sinee Vigorcn wes
sn oxcluded ares there was mo way out excepting to mebilise
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public opinion against the thon provailing systen of sdoinige
tration. Telela and Chawngdbawia went to Shillong to moct

the HeveJd.Jd«8. Hichols Roy, an mpért‘ant Ehast leader, to

aiy vefore him mome of the administrative end g&lﬁi—eﬁl
fieultice of t!;e ¥igo 9&03184 On their return £0 Aigawl,
%heoy delivered fow & fov pudlie 1lectures on the ..;:f'}i'iff.f 5o

Tut the British sdminisgration dié not tolerate suoh political
aetivity. They were arrested and ieieaé:eﬂ the following

sftor being given o stern warning. Thie otamped out the
Zirst public politivel activity of eay king in the @istrict.

Bowever, the first and the accond world war
aessiemteﬂ the movements of politiece in Eizo Eills.
iﬁiﬂing the first world war pany oFf the Hizos @ore adked to
joinethe British Army. The lushai Hills military pelice
Battalion su“pplieéff 103 officers ard men for the Army in
Setober 1914« Thoy also sent 101 officers and men to Hanipur
or eight months to relieve the regular units Througout the
way tho Dattalion supplied men to the Gurkha Brigade”s
5 aaidds fighting troops a labour éérpe 6f 2,100 nmen ?;&3 raiged -

gn 1917 and went to Praonce under the command of lioutdsant
$5s Suring

#%e Sooond World Yar many Kigzo men and women wore asked to

lemel Flayfalr. They returncd in June 1918,

rolunteer, Therefore, about 3,551 were enlisted in diffarent

tranches 1ike the Assam Regiment, Indian Army, edieal Corpe,
Suyma Army of vorious Corps, Assan Bifles, lushal Scéut Corps,
iy Poree, Yavy, fuxilldary Bursing Service. She

sade or Corps contributed in recepturing Tidim end
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T4ddsn anﬂ;?alam'in-éurma.from Jagans. In this vay 448 wars
tiopled the Hizos to come in contact with the outside world
ehd hag accelerated in the 1merg§aca of moﬁ;rn politiesl
tonciousneds. The closeness of Japanese troops in Buwma

Bad brought about a lot of politiecal awalkoning in=%§§¥ﬁistriet
tmd 1ts eswdy neardby regions whioh the Hmars inhahiiﬁéﬂc

The then British Superintendent, MeDonald had fully exga~

] the ¥izos to fefent against the advancing Japensge Army.

%ﬁe»passevs and war-time @logans gpoke about Impelﬁ”#*f‘

Aggrecpion and Independence. The Higos hewe became £uil

awvare $Sof International names like those of fﬁnrchifﬁg
ﬂitlez~&nﬂ $talin. They also decmme fomilisy with ﬂ&u
iike Fakatma Gendbi, Hehru and Subash Ohanéra Bose who

wore fighting for Indian Independence’. The new efucated

groups became concious of the political ingtruments inm the
hands o0f the Superintendents and the Chiefs". The political
gvente brought about a keen desire among the educated Elgo
youtks to crganiee-thasaeives,inss a political party. 3y

then, tho Migos had no comcept of the Indian Hation for

they were totally excluded from the mainstream of Indian
¥ationslism. The wave of Indian Hational Conelousness
44d not reach them andshey they wers only thinking of their

dun fates

During this time it was publiecly known that the
Pritish were leaving India and the future political status

2¢ &% the Migo Hills and the other Hill aveas of Asaam
apparently became an important isaue. The educated Eizo
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youths 4id not want‘the British to leave in the firet insg-
topee and they also did‘nat'desira the(pewer;to b6 handed
Over to the Mizo Village Chiefs, who, according to them,
used to rule the villages with an iron hand’, The then
British Superintendent, Mecdonald mas sald to have bloased
the creation of the ¥izo Union, the first political pawty
in the digtrict which took its dirth in 1946 to conplder
the fate of the Eizo people in the region in times %6 comes.
The Young lushal Association (YIA) vas founded ¢n 15th June
?ﬁﬁs and this noﬁ-poliﬁical organisation was soeﬂ-ﬁ%angad-

' %ﬁﬁo»Yonng-ﬁizo'éaéociatioa (Y11A)s Though it was a none

politieal organiséxion,it could rightly be said tha? i%
was the pioneer of all modern politigal organisstions in

the Hizo Hills. So the assosiation was rather mild im its

uins and objectives, and as the leaders were mestly religious
nen they were indifferent to politics. Therefore, nmany members
folt the need of having a purdly political organisstion.

7hus, a5 already stated, due to the pressure from the
oducated elite groups, the Eizo Coemmon People's Union was
founded on 9th April 1946.

It was R. Vanlawma and P.S. Dahrawka, who conceived
the ides of this political perty. They prepared the constitu-
%ion and with the permission $he of the Superintendent, it
came 1into being. The aim of the party was to improve the
olitical relations between the Common men and the Chisofs.
Tswever the name was changed into Fizo Commoners Union at

the suggestion of the Superintendent. But the includion




-127~

of the word “commoners” in the newly establishod parby was
rojected by the traditional elites for they could nover

rogard themselves as commoners. Thus in ofder to ineclude
2ll; including the chiefs, the name wae again changed into
the ®Eizo Union®'’. Even after changing the nsme, the ehicfe
d1d net join the Migo Union. But it became popular with the
commoners. On A4 25%h Eay 1946, a Conforence of the Bnien

~wns hold st Alzawl in which Pachbunga was elected ag the
President and Vanlawma as the Genersl) Secrotarge ?&ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁ&ticﬁ
of the Figo Union intensified hatret for the chiaga;raha

- %iia&eé by this emotional ocutburst the people were easi

" 1ed to believe that any form of democracy'is tetter than
%ke o0ld set-up under the &espatic chiafs

The ﬁiaégﬂhion fought the gemeral elsction to the
Asoan Logislative Assembly and the Higo Piatriot Goumeil on
the igsue of abolition of chieftainghip. In the circumstances
$he Hize Union, which was charecterised as an agent %o free
the people from the traditional cluches of the chiefs; galmed
gvervhelming supports from the commoners. They wore oupported
by +he Congress atleast towards the abolition of chioftaine
ship??, Thua, the anti-chief movement even took the form of
mobwviclence caueing physical harm to the chiefs and their
f511lovera. Therefore, we find that from $he beginming great
»iéésiogieal difference between the party began to appear
and it has hindered the process of the party. The Pniom
goon aplit up. The diseident group submltted a memeoxundum
%o the odvisoty Sub-Committee stating their desire v get
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out of Indig, while the Eizo Union proper submitted their
memorundum (See Appendix §0¢—III)Vstating thelr desive to
jodn India under the provision of a District Council, The
Fise Union existed during the period of 1946 to 1974 amd
4% was merged with the Indian Nationa) Congress ir 1973
The decision of the Fiizo Union to remain within Indis was

cted against and as a consquences s new politiunl party
undor lalmavia cane de bedmg into being on Sth.July $947.
This nowly founded party was called the "United Hizo Frec-
dom Organisation” (UMPO). It was supported by the chiofs
because they were hostile to the Eizo Uniom. This party
denmandod the merging of Hizo Eills with Burma. But »4& this
sorty éould hot last long in the district due to lack of
eonstructive programmes and economic policies in the interest
o€ the peoplo. Yhen the Eastern India Fridal Uniem (EISU)
was formed the UMFO was merged with 1it,

EEP_ASD THE MiZ0 REBELLIOR 3 )

The great Migo rebellion led by the Mize Hational
Front (EHF) vhich was t6 change the course of Mizo history
broke out in Febfuary 28, 1966. The party under the leader-
ship of Ialdenga demanded Souvereign Independent State for
#he Nizos. This party at first drganised in 1958 as a Hizo
Coltural Society by John F. Hanliana, & PeWeDe Contractor
by'profassion’s. Bat due to the traditional dbamboo flowers
(Bawtam) resulting ip great famine in 1959 such groups were
formed into a Social Service party to render help eng o

service to the poor and needy. They converted thenselves
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inte "Mizo Eational Pamine Front®., During the visits of the
‘hinf Ministor &f Assam, Be.P. Chaliha and Tribal Areas
Hinigter, Capt. ¥illiamson Sangma to the Diatrict, tho front

staged demonstrations and procesaions demanding focd for the
Hizo people. They started started publishing a daily paper
eailed PHizo Aw® (Fizo Voice) whose editor was Lalﬂaﬁga, an
-&ﬁeountant>1ﬁ.€he Higzo Union domimated District Council.

¥hen the famine relief work was over thig fomine
front eventually turned itself into "Migo National Pront®
(¥DP) on the 28th. October 1961 with laldenga as ite Presi-
denty, and S. Lianzuals as the General Secretary’és It now
changed its line cf action and declared itself as a political
partys, It was organised with millitary outloek and sgecessio-
nist tendenciesy, They had their politiesl campaisng with
prayers. Their intention at the time of campaigns wao to
proserve and safeguard.chriatianity amidst the dorination
of Hinduiem (Bindu Sation). Tlangchhuaka summerised their

15 -

objectives

1« To serve the highest souvereignty and to unite
all the Nizos, (and their inhaditted areas; %o
live under ome political toundarye.

2. Po uplift the Hizo position and to develop it to
the highest extent.

3. To preserve and safeguard Christianity.
The MHP gradually gained grounds and meny ilizo

youths joined the party. These young men slowly got indoc-
¢rinated in anti-government and anti-vai ('Vai'- the term

is given to every plain Indiap people by the Hizes) feelinge.
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Phese young people might have been promised to have & zup

‘saah16¢

The ENP was strengtbening its foothold and %wo
geats out of three in the Assam Legislative Assembly byee
elections in 1963, Atleast six factors were highlighted
by the ¥EP for popular support. These factors for the
support of the Mizo people in their political ideoleogy
ean be bighlighted in the‘following'ways’7t

k ?ropagandas and agitations were used to bring
into relief the "injustice" dome to the people by the
Fizo Union s0 as to generate discontent not only among
the Hizo people but also irn the Higo Union party itself.
The HEF compared the administration of the ehiefa before ok
the coming up of the Eritish, with *‘Greek City Statoe'.
They highlighted seperate nation concept, which the

Tizo Union also pointed out in the Bemorundum submiited
to the Bordoloi Committee of Conbdtituent &ssemblys The
MEP believed that the Mizos "are a distinct nation,
ereated, moulded a2nd nurtured by Cod and Bature"

{See Appendix Bo.- IV)., # They considered the actiocn

of the Bizo Union for joining India as the politiecal
imraturity, ignorance and edek o#~ lack of concicusmess
of their fate which lead the Migo people to the miszuided
choise of integraticn with India. The FFF 1qa&ets in
their speaches, nmemorundum, etcCe, deman@ea éhair‘fights
ag human beings. They used their own newspaper Zalenna

{Preedom) under the editorship of seasoned secessionist




3@ ¥an1auﬁa. as a device to circulate their ideap anmong
the Rigo people. The pamphlet published by the HEP slso
propagated similar charges which they considered as
frogrant violations of humanigy.

e | The MREF congidered, or atleast they appeazed to
bo, India to be a land of the Hindus and Migoram of the
christians. Along with the factors of tribals and none
4ridbals, it broﬁéht tothe attention of the Fizos that
they differ from the people &f India on the bagis ¢f »e
religions. Yhenever foreign Missionaries were asked %o
leave the country or were denied entries by the governe
ment to any part of India, the FUP made capital cut of
ite In such moments, the HHP propagated that the Hindus
have bheen pursuing a policy of éxploitative-measurestto
wipe opt Christianity. Foreover, the aﬁpoinmenﬁs of Sune-
day for official visits tc Higoram and Compettitive cxami-
nations, according to them, éake-ehe Fizo christiang anable
to observe sundays. The Figo people do not want to be é
dominated by and assimilated to idol worshipers. ¥he HNF
atruggle for freedom was also the real result of sheir

religious grievancee18.

e The FEP created occasional brawls between the
Eizoe'ana Fon-~Mizos to maintain tension and discontent
at its peak. This generated Higzo solidarity in opposition
t¢ the Bon=-Migos and also created a fear psychosis oméng

+he Hon~Higzos.
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4s  In their memorumdum sudmitted to the Prime ﬁiﬁ&ﬁter

”‘of India on,ﬁqﬁg,ﬁet.,iQGB, the MEF stafted "During the
fifteen years of close ctntact and associstion with India,
cﬁke-ﬁizo people had not been able to feel at heme with
inﬁia«or in Ingis, mor have they been able to féalfﬁkat
thedr joys and sorrows have really ever been;shéraé by
Indis+ They dc not, therefors, feel Indian®. |
{See Appendixz Ho.- 1IV) |

Se. The grievances of the EBEP ineluded the iaéiﬁ&uef&nf
#»e Indian offivers, increase in immoraliﬁy among WOMAR,

'1§¢§namic frustration, curbing freodom 6f expresgiuﬁ@_c&psenre
of export facilities, etc. )

5@,: The MHP could get their mazimum populay support by
pointing the poot developmental vork carried out by the
aﬂminiétration;.Fer=inatanca, Migoram had no good roszds
and proper water facilities; éleetricity was-unk£ﬂ$§”%0
pany Hizos; traditionsl methed of cultivation had undergone
no change and what ever cask crop were growvn by the peeple be
Eﬁﬁf&eﬂgooﬂ parket, and 80 On.

Education vas provided dy the christian fissicnarics.
Tho first school was opened in 1839 by the Welsh Fragbyterian .
Hissieon at Alzawl. Christianity was interested in providing
ii%ezary'only so that the Hizos ghould be agble teo reud the
‘Bible and sing Christian hymns. It opened a large nunber of
,i@wer-?rimary and ﬁiddlelScheols. The gdministyation 414 not
1iko to do more in this matter in Uigoram. A numder of Hizo
young men, therefore, went out of thelr distriet for getting
higher education.
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?here:they learptrabout the politiecal development in Indias

and abroad and sudsequently they tried to implement the

ddeas thné'géinea through politice. The number of graduates

inereaagd fast after Indian Independence, but thers weve

no sufficient jobs>1n the district to be provided for

theém. The number of diacontented,educated,youths increaged

and frustration for those who wers getting education was

¢hvious. The MHPF reinforeced the discontent by raising the

ologan of deprivation of jobs to the Mizos. Under this eondi-

%ion the MEP had established units in every village %o #e

19
»

recruits volunteers to intensify their activities 7,

The assurance contained in the memorundum tﬁa; the
¥UF would employ non-violent means was intended to hcok%ink
the governmont so that thoy might not take any preventive
meagsures. Feanwhile Laldenga intensified his activitics and
the volunteers wvaited for an oppertunity to strike. This was
offered by the Indo-Pakistan war of 1965, wvhen the Imdian
Army bad been deployed on the dorders. The front valuntéers

" also presssd him to 4#® start trouble at the same time. He

then formed his own government and named 1t "Mizoran Sawrkar”

(Government of Migoram). The Cabinet members were <«

1. President i« Laldenga
2. Vice President := Lalnun/mawia
3. Home Minister 1~ Sainghaka

4. Pinamce Finigter s= Lo lLalkhawliang
5. Defence Minister i~ R. Zamaswia
6. Poreign Minigter :- ILalhmingthanga
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7. Information Minister ¢+ Hgurkunga
8. Ohief Justice 3= John P. Fanlises

A The EEP organised a massive towns and £53;
Docember 1965 and January 1966. In Bebruary 1966 the HHP
intensified its activities and the party decided to stast an
ﬁ;':med- revolt. Two days before the frandle started, tho HEP
ropresentatives in the Assam Asgembly, John P, Harlfsna
sec¢alled by Ialdenga to Fize Hills and oz’aemﬂﬁ him $o vesign
122, The order satd, ®Using the
.;}wers of C:onstitutmn of Eiizoram Governmont, the ﬁfesident

Ay peor ag he reached Aizay

©% the Govermment of Migoram - orders you to leave youp
nepbership in the Agsanm and Assenbly and give it to $ho Assam
Govesnment then resigné inmediatoly on receipt of this order.
4is your security is not good emedgh# anough, 1f you can, go to
the residence of the Pregident at once”.

The Aizawl Treasury vas attacked at pidnisht o
2841 Pebe 1966 and the HHP colletted a sum of Rus 10,0007-,
'“ixe lungleh Treasury was also attacked and thoy collected
Roe 440,000/~ on the same day®'. Simultencously $he cutposts
fsf? Iungleh, Demagiri, Champbai and Kolasidb were attacked and
¢aptured whereas Algawl was held out by the 15t Bne. {ogam

¥hen the Sovernment of Imdia lezrnd of the vatbreak,

tzoops were sent to the area. By an Bxtrg-ordinary fasze
Totification published on 6 Farch 1966, the Govornment of
 India declared the Mizo Hational Pront an Unlawful Organisation.




Thus the Rizo District has been declared *a disturbed nrea'
szder the Asram Disturbed Arvea Act, 1955. This Act sismz
with the Armed forces (Assam an@ Manipur) Special Power Act,
1958 had deer also applied in the arca. In the meantime;
the Government of Indis also made the game aeelarati;@n
wder article 352 of the Constitutisk..The Sovernmuend
oatrusted the reaponsibility of law and order in @m

to he Army end iesue s strict instruction that the cxuy

to funetion as in war time btut strietly in ald of the Oivil

Baging on the Defence of India Rules, the Government
©f India lounched the operation called "Operaticn Socurity”
in Japuary and Pobruary, 1967 by groupirg the villages by
fovtes & population ofi Sheusend Fifty thousand from hundred
viliages vas yegrouped in 18 grm;éing centyos along tho
iichar « Aizaw]l - Lunglei road. The then political les
yomely, tixcaev of ¥izo Union, eculd not resist the fﬁ@pﬁﬁiﬁm
o2 tho dreadful order although the pudblic in Fisoven did not
@;pprava of the ides of grouping. The immediate aim ‘;{";f:' the
ping was to fecilitate effective military opm%ﬁaa,

dors,

am% the underground clements who had taken cent e of
Lhe interior villages by cutting of the sources of ‘i@"ﬁaé
augply +0 the HEF and this was received by the W tnthd-
'ﬂ&ties. In every grouping centree there was military unit

to controle thom.




- In course of time, pudlic resentmont againsh
grouping mounted and it was found that the legal basg for
%he forceful grouping namely, the Defence of Indian Mules
was woake The Governor of Agssap consequently promuisstod
©arly in 1968 and ordinsmee known as "The Assan Maintémance
62 Pudlie Order (AMEO), 1968" which was to be used 85 the
Jognl bage for the continmed groupivg of villages by Lorce,
in preferance to the abplieamon of the Befence of ludia
Bules, Accordingly, the second phase of grouping of villsges
By oRdder, in the nortk west and north eactexn part of Higoranm
yas carried out undser the authority of the newly onstie
Prdinance (ies ANPO, 1968)s Ther order of the third pho:
grouping of villages in thé centrel and scuth westosn
parts of Migoram under the AHPO was given out &m the latoer part
of 1968+ By this emé,. the people had become quite fed up
with $his unholy motion of herding the villagers imte
*Concentration Cawp'. The matter was referred to the Gamhati
Bigh Court by some individual entarprising lesders who
challenged it on the ground that it was ultra vireo of the
undamental Bights? .

The Geuhati High Court immedietely issued a stay
ordey to Bho Agsam Gevermmente. Thogeafter, the orﬂer igsued
f£ar the third phase of grouping vas cancelled. Ever gince,
the Seut,hern part of Mizoram has been free from thic grouping

:ﬁpmtionz".
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In each grouping centros they formod z ¥4llage

Council, consisting of all the presidents of the Villase

Conneils of all the villages which were grougitogedhor,
loeal political leaders of the Hige Unrion, Congress Farty,
Chuweh eltders, and other importantvpgzgons,33,&3ghg~ga¢éeh
docided upon by the area Administrative Officer. Inspito of
the greupihg of villages in most parts, the intensiiy of

_$nsurgency continued untill about 1970. As & matter of fact,

digturbonces continmued in a virulent form untill reconbly.
The main idea dehind the grouping concept, thet is, %o deny
Sourees of foad supply to the hostiles, bas thue been be
bolied., The desirved resulte have nétAbaen achieveds The
grouping operation has only caused untold sufferings and
fiiseries to the general public resulting in total ruine of the
village economy. Hany people bad to undergo psychological

sufforings and physical tortures when they vere ordered to

.8hifs from their parmanent sé%;lﬁhen&s. Ag & result of thid,

thore vas a feeling among the general Mizo pudlic that
$hoy were troated as oliens and even worse than enemicss

Yhenever there was an encounter between the security .

#breos and the VNF, after the encounter, the eeeuriﬁy‘ibrcea,/=

gither durnt down the villago nearest to the place ﬁhere/, /
%pe encounter tock place or beat up the zalo members efzthe
willage or the first group of civilians they met. Susi{ia~
incidents happened as many times that 1% generated biﬁtexneas
and batred in the public. In many an encounter or ambush

the Security FPorcesc have hardly been able to punigh o
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arrest the real MNP goldiors. But almost invariably they
punished the innocent public nesrest to the plave of
¢éncounter/ambush. The security forces have also grossly
sbused the special power given to thom, that is, ayresting
& porson on suspicion. In many cases they wrongfully
d¢tained sﬁcb persons for long periods and tortured thom.
They sometimes used this method as a weaspon of intimidation.
Por instance, if a village reporta to higher»eivil_aﬁﬁhnrities
against the wrong-doing of the security forces in hig
‘willage, the latter arrests him chérging him as a suspscted
HHP aympothiser and threstened him with dive annaaqyeaﬁeszs-
Security Popces' disrecpect to the Church congre-
gation also generated bitterness and hatred in the Fizo
public. In some places the security forces suspected some
H¥P or their agents as being present in the Church congregation
on sundays. They came and drove the congregation of the
Chureh in 8 most vulgar manner snd herded them together in
4he oper ground cutside for long_perioﬂs whether in rnin or
sunshinezs; It iz evident that the traudle in Eigeoram is
not a military problem, it is a political problem and e
congeguently a human prodlems 8 battle of the hesrts. The
majority of the Migos who vere peace loving have become the
inmocent victims of the MiP uprising of 1966. The Chuxch
Yesders eanﬁacted‘the>undergr9und Hizos and the Govormment
' of India for peace talks, but unforturately failed im

4heir Higsion.
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THE STATUS OF UBIOE TERRITORY 3

It would be interesting to discuss in brief how
$he proposal for the status of ﬁhion Territory for Higoranm
haﬂ’beenmreceived and accepted by the political leaders of
Mizorame. It should be remembered that while the underground
FUP 1ed by laldenga demanded complete Independence from |
Iadia and raised an amred revolt, the Migo Union slwuys
stood for the seperate Fizoram State within Indias Infoct
the Wizo District Couneil formed by a Coslitien of the
Bigo Union and the Migoram Congress led by Dengthusna
under the name "The United Eizo Parliamentary Party”{UNPF)
in its session on the 14%th April 1971 passed the following
x@seintﬁOnszs -

"in order to put.all Higo trides imcluding those
living in our neighbourhood under one set-up 0f ad
administration, the house considers lasting pesce -
and tranquility and Statehood as of imperative me
necessity and decided to bring this to the nzdiom

" of the Central Government as soon as possible™s

with refersnce to the above resolution the yopre~

sontatives met the Prime Minister of India, Hrs. Indiys Gandhi,
in Fay 1971 and place thetr domand in a memorundum for a full
fledged Bisoram State incorporating the areas inhabited by &
the Higos in Cachar, Hanipur and Tripuxaago.On the ofher hand,
the other faction of Congress called the MNigo District
£ongress, led,by'ﬂrangchhnana, firgt wanted to have political
settlement with the ENF underground and bring sbout peace
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and franquility in the Distriet before making any ebodse
change in thevpolitieal Status in the nistrictsog‘?ha
Status of Uh1on Térritory héing applied to HiRzoram wun never
given a serious thought except personal discussiong in
§zivase quarters.

Santijiton Das I.4.S5, Conmissioner, Cachar and
fiigo Digtrict and Central Liatson Officer came upto Aizawl
on the 17%h July 1971 with a preposal of the Central Governmert
$o confer the Status of Union Territory to Hizo Dictrict
and to study the reaction of the Higo leadors. Heobic poli-
tienl talks and discussions followed. The Commissionoy

vhe knew the Higzo for years, recovered openions of all
sections of the gpeople and also explain to them that in
confering the Statné of Union PTerritery to lNigoram, the :
Government of India is sincerely coﬁmitea to bring about
noymaley and all round developpent in the Hizo‘ﬁil&ﬁﬁfg
ﬁﬁ%uar a serious discugsiom ef held in the bungalow of the
aty Commissioner, Atzawl, on the 17k July 1974, Soven-
eeeﬁ representatives of UHFPP unanimously agreed to gaimit a

mozorundun to express their approciation of the proposal

-@f’ﬁh& Governrent of India in the following worﬁsﬁz Fow

"The proposal (Dated Aijal, the 17tk July, $971)

of a Union Territory Status for MNige District was
discusee& in view of the present cigcumstances-pzevai-
ling in this Apart of the Country. It was felt by the
leaders thatrthe decision of the Oovernment of India
4n granting Union Territory status to Figo Eills

uas a reasonéble propoeal for the Gentral Govornment




-141-

to make. The political leaders however, felt thnt

" clarification on certain points vas roquireds For
this purpose it was imperative that a delegation
consisting of about ten members should go to Delhi.
It was further suggested that the NMinister of State,
Eome Afféirs, Government of Indie, should vigit the
District to get a first hand knowledge".

The Eizo Union Youth ¥Wing, while accepting the
proposal of the Union Persé Territory status for Hizoram
in prineiple would, hovever, like it to be buttressed with
& promise of a full-fledge state within a stipulated Zime.
They, therefore, submitted 2 seperate memorundum aayzagg3 -

"?he offer of Union Territory status to Higorzam is
considered a sincere proposal by the-eea&rhmﬁé:
Government of India®s for bringing in peace and normalcy.
However, if a Btatehood is promised in prineiple

at the outset there will be no odjection to ouy
interism arrahgement for a limitted period®s,

?his action pavedthe way for parting the ways vith thelw
political parents of the Kizo Union, and they subsequently
founded the new political party called the Fizo Fational
{injon as they were unable to accept anything short of a £
111 Statehood for Hizorame.

The Figo Dictréct Congress Committee found them-
pselves unable to accept the gtatus of a Union Territozy

for Nizoram as they thought an acceptance under such
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#ipturbed conditions in the district would be. presumpiiicus
and unstatesmenlike without first having politicsl gotélew
mends with the Mizo underground and bring about peace and
tranguility in the hills. They, therefore, urged upen the.
Sovernment to have negotiatidn with the rebel Figzoss lmeb
thanges have taken place since then. ¥ith the offor of the
iibveralised ammesty to the HNP rebels and the liberation of
Zangledeshe. The Migo undergroand have surrendered $o 1o
fovornment ir masses and hence their main imhiditing factor
5as been circunvented. This group,after coming oversround,

therefore, co-cperétes'withfthe-Gavernment;

lunglei nad Saihe, the sfministrative besdquarters
of the Pawi and Lakher region were alsc visitted by the
éﬁmmiesioner-and had on-the=-gpot study. People in tho Pawi-
Lakber ragibn_had ne d4ifficulty in conveying thelr seceoptance
'éf the Covernment's proposal. PThe Chief Ezecutive Hember of
the Pawi-Lakher Region Council, Zakhu Blychho, briefly
put down in writing sbout the wishes of bhis people that the
Pawielakher Begional Council had no objection to the fiigo
Digtriet gotting “any form of etatus provided that sgporate
full Autonomous Distriet provision is being wmade for the
Payi and Lakher people aaﬁerately which meane tvo seperate
fulleflodge District® %, On behalf of the 30,000 Chalmos
_of Bizo District, Kristo Hobar Chekma, the Presidents
Demagiri Congress Conmittee, velcomed the Upion Territory
proposal and submitted a demand for a seperate Distyict
Council for the Chakmas in Hize Eills to protect their
8distinct tradition andfculture°35. Phe proposal of &
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Union Terrdtory status far ¥izoram was, therefore, agccepted
¥y 2ll these people from whome the Gowo rument iovited
‘Opinicns in prineciple arnd all of them regarded it as @ step
forward to full 8tatehood. Several delegation were gent to
ey Dolhi on this effect.

" However, the All Eizo Students’ Convention,
Shillong, registered they strong opposition to the proposal
though it was of no uge and staged a dig procession and
gathered a b2g crowd at Fire Briga@ie ground on 3l§&;5313
4971, demonstrated their opposition €0 the Govermment®s
proposal of Union Territory statuse |

- Since the dulk of the political leadership of the
fiizo Nills agree with the creation of a Union Perritory the
Governmently promptly took ﬁbe steps to usher in the new sys-
toms This vas uwade a part of a comprehensive proposal for a
reorganieation of the whole North East India. By tke North
EasternﬂAreaal(Re-organiaatién) Aet, 197%, (Act.Bo. 8% of
' 9971) whick came into existence on January 21, 1972, the
Sub-State of Heghalaya and the two Union Territorges of
?Ehnipar‘and~Tr1pura wore upgraded into full-flepdge states.
'?Wo.gev=union Territories vere formed — Figoram and Aruna-
chalPradesh Pradesh. The same Act formed the Forth Bagtern
Couneil which would co-ordinate the d@veIOpment,and gecnrity
f\anetions in tbe whole region. -

The Act allotted one geat each in Lok Saths and
Rajya Sabha to Migoram. Article 239 of the Constitutien



was amenfed making Figzoram one ¢of the Union Territorics to
have a,loca; legislature with a2 Council of Hinistersp the
legislature comprises of thirty elected and three nominated
menbers. The Union Territory of Higoram was inaungurated én
the 21gt January 1972 at Alzavl by the Prime Finister of
India, Smt. Indira Sandhi. The fitot election mms held in

&pril 1972 and the first popular Finistry was formed by the

Fizo Union party on the 3xd May 1972.

PEACEFUL SBTTLEMBEY OF THE NIZORAM FPROBLEH

Though it do not completely solve the problem, the e

gigning of the “Memorundum of Settlement" can be considered

g the only means for & peaceful settlement of the Hizoram

Problem. It has already been cited that the Church oéganiaa—
fioae and eab other non politigal ofgantsations had urged the
Government and the FHF to come to an agreement and to end
%he @ifficulties in Hizoram so that the people would be adle
to lead mormal lifes once again. Both the MNP end the Indian
Union wvanted peace, but there were many probRems thoy had
%0 discuss for suck settlement. Hegotiations could not be

gtarted as long ae the HENP do not agree to discuss it

within the framework of the Indian Constitutions At $he same
time the WEP wanted to come overground with atleast
something for their sacrifices.
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Ag security measures were lightefled, confusion
omong the HEF groupe and continued unsettled condition, the
1ﬁ§6?81 group vanted peace and to lead a eivilised 1ifos
Se the Govarnmént offered arnesty to the FEP underground for
their return. Many of them started surrendering t¢ the
vaernment for better and normal life. Prorm early 1975, there
vere encouraging gestures both from the Central Government
and ¥EF for negotiated settlement. After priliminary
discussions vere held between the two parties, on 24 January
1976, laldenga landed'in New Delhi and started negotiations
for a peaceful settlement of the Mizo problems within the
framevork of the Indian Constitution.

The negotiati on started from 1976,-an6 this has
%#akeon ten years during which the discusgsionzs had takon an
ups and down courges. It was in the ®Calcutta Convention®
that the HOPF agreed to dtscuss the matter within the frame-
work of the Indian Oonatitutlonss. Beliefs bad been divided
as to why the MNP agreed to this. In fade fact, many factors
forced the MNP to agree to megotiate under the framework
of the Indian ConStittétion. The people and different organi-
sations alvays reguested then to start pesce talks. The
pudblic in general would acSept anything which would enable
them to lead normal lifes again. But, new problems arose one
after another. The first negotiations were started with the
Congress (1) Government, and both sides were optimistic
$owards the discussiops. But htis could not continue as the
Janata came to power in the Gentral Government and the

peoples Conference in the Union Territory of Hizorame
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There arose confusions and disintegrations within the Janate,
the P.C. -and also within & the MEF, and thése brings difficul-
ties for the peace talks. Laldenga was arrested but released
again vhen the Parliamentary election was over in §380,

During the peace talks, both the NEP and the
Central CGovernment put forth their proposals for tﬁerterms
peace. Some of the demands could be accepted while some of
them were thought impossible by the Covernment. The Congress
{I) agein came to power in the Parliamentary election of
.1980, and the talks were resumed vhen Laldenga was released
from jail. Cut of'the-mogt important demands of the NP -
integration of the Migo 1hhab1tedareas.of'other states
within one administrative unit - was included till 1981 dut
no longer afterwards, and this is why many of the Imars no
longer have any faith in the MEF. It has alvays been pointed
out to them that Article 3 of the Constitution of India
preseribed the procedure for that, and the Central Govern-
ment had never rejected the derand outright. The Hmars are
surprised to know that the policy was no lénger in the list
of the MEP demanaa. The peoples® pressure for peaoeful.settle-
ment became harder and karder; the Congress (I) came to power
4n Hizoram and they were ready to sacrifice it for the
cause of peace. A nev day dawned for Hizoram on 30tk June
1986 in vhich the fficoram accord called "Femorundum of
Settlement” was signed in New Delh137. (Por the Toxt of
the Higoram Accord see Appendix Ho.- VI)
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H120 UNIFICATION.

The Mizo Union of Hizoram bad its graatest impact
in Eanipnr daring 1946-1949. The agitation in South “Yest
Hanipur in 1946-'49 was generally known ir official circles
aﬁfﬁﬁabAfezment. In April) 1946, some western educated elites
Qrganised.a political conference at Lakhipur, Bﬂsthleachar
Hillg, BAssam, and so the first glimse of the HMizo Ubién came’
into being.

The most 1mpottant burden of the hill peasants
wore the colonial Beruitudee of the Faharaja, through
ﬂhief%ainship¢ These were Busung (grains as taxes in number
of tins/bagkets), Sadar (fore-leg/thigh of anitmls killed),
construction and repair of houses of Chiefs, Pawt-te=vet
{forced labour of carrying the luggégee-and beddingarﬁf the
Baéi), etc.etec. The Emar people submitted a pettition to
Hanges S+D.0., Temenglong, Manipur, to lessen the amount
éf‘BuSuhg when he came to Senvon village on 15the Jam, 1945
{The amount of Busung varies from three po ten ting in é
d@ifferent villages). ¥r. Manges granted their wish and
1essen the amount to three tins. But, Chief Lunkhawpeu of
Senvon plsaded him, by arranging‘himfa feast, not to lessen
§t+ Then Manges changed his own order and raised the amount
t0 five tins.

This was very much protested by the people ond
four personals — H.V. Vuggte, Thanher, Thuoma, and Chalbuong
were the representatives of the people. 3ince the vii;ageas
414 not want to give any more Busung, these four leaders
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were fined Rs{ 500,00 (Rupees five bundred) esch which
was $o be refunded when they give the Pusung again. But
the Chief did not want to repay the rs.500/« evan when the
Busupg payment was started again. This culmirated into a
latge scale traudle im all the Emér‘villagest

The people did not forget their past history;
their land, their kith and kin who are still therey Thus,
there arose a proposal among the people to # Join the
Hizo Union vhich was already statted in the Lushai Hills.
 Immediately in 1946, Pu Chalbuong ard Pu lienal were sent
%o Afsewl end joined the Mizo Union. An hissembly was called
'ggssenvon in September 1947. This was attended by represen-
'$a$iveé as given velow' 3=

4, Adzawl (Gen. Hgrs.) - (1) Pu Thenhlira, President
{2) Pu I2lb%uaia, Tressurecyr
{3) P4 Varziki, Ex. Member

11, Vaitin - Pu Ching
111, Ehawdungsei - Pu Sakei
IV, Cachar Biel - (1) Pu Bawichhuaka, President

(2) Pu Roleta, BSsecretary.

An elaction of Mizo Union office tmarecrs for

Mangpnr‘wgs held in this Aasembly and thus Dr. T
was elected President and Pu H.lL. Daka as the Sccrefnzye
In 1948, in the Gen.Assembly held at Pherzawl, Fu L+« Tawna
was elected as the President and Pu E.L. Daka was $he
Secretary. In the special Assembly of October 1948 at

Senven, Pu L. Pawna was elected as Presidemnt, Pu Hele Daka




ag the Seécretary and Pu L.E. Seed Sota as the Treasurors

In $949, in the Gen. Assombly at. Semvon, Pu Thanga wag ek
elected as President and Jamoder Xhuma as the Secmtary; The 8
Ceompander in Chief of the Volunteers was Pn:&,E; xamﬁ?ﬁ

It vas throughfthis Union that the people were
wobilized for the movement ‘having an. objective of mezgﬁng
the Emar inhabitted areas of Southk West Eanipur-wizh the
gontiguous hill area of Assam to form o Mizo Bill District.
This maos oriented mevement and launched both againgt the
Unbaraja and his varsal tribal Chiefs "solely by thafﬁmara"
o boycotted the States' MLA election of 19487, This
eulninated to the arrest of Pu Ls ?awna, the Preei&enﬁ
and HeV. Tawnga, Hmar Btel Block Commander, the Hizo Union
of Manipur, vho vere sentenced to‘lmprison@ént undey the
painful experience of jail life. HsV. Tawnga was arresied
on 12 April 1949 and released only on 15 Fovembder 1949
During this»period of eight montbs he appearsd im the Chief
~ fourt of the Manipur Raja far tweaty four times £hr his case
and for the other arrested Hizo Uailen leaders®.

u The Mizgos of both Hanipur and 4dcsam wexd gware
“$hat the Naharaja end the trital Ohiefs had beon @ Gyubol
of oppression and exploitation, and the Mizo Union tiovement
yas the outcome of the clash of ilmterest Betweéa<§hs-ﬁ§§arada,
@ﬁ;Eaniﬁnr (for the Hmars) and the tribal chiefs (for all

Mizos) on the one hand and the people on the other hand.

The people wanted to envolve a free Demoeratie Society and

&hake off all kinds of faudal and colonial servitudes
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which the rulers wanted to preserve at any costs Thum;
the Fmars of Menipur had to face much greater problemj
that is, besides the chiefs they alsc Bad to fight against
$he Mobaraja, whereas their bretherén in the then Iuskai
431s had to fight only the chiefs. On the whole, the
ﬁizo'vnion-at the beginuning was supposed to fight fox the
 unification of 8ll the Mizos of both Hanipur andn Assam,
and o free the people €rom the clutches of all ebf“ﬁﬁai
sogvitudens. The most important policy of the Higze Ugion

iéf‘ﬁanipur-waa‘tc bring all the Mizo inkhablit%ed areas of
Hanjpur and Assam within one administrative boundary to
’?ﬁxﬁ-a Hizo Hill District. This was the reason wlyy the

Hmars openheartedly accepted the party. Nothing short of
this would never be accepted $he by the Huars without the

knowledge ©f their brothers of lushai Hills and Cachar.

At the same time, the Mamipur government tiriled e
overy means to save the Union Perritory from breaking up.
On the other hand, the Migo Unton of Manipur, whether they
2ot or not any help from Lushai Hills, tried all possidle
means t0 strengthen their relationship with the Hizom of
Apsame They formed themselves into different wings like the

-¥hlnn$amy Corpsemen and womens wing commandeg by the Area
Comrander - Jamadar Khuma (Ex.). Hale Volunteers and female
volunteprs used red and green neckties respectiveiys Doth
men and women aged 15 yezrs and above vere to enrole as
golunteers. Union Halls were comstructed in each villages
for mags meetings whenever there is a trumpet calls Onother
impoxtent wing was the Horse Visgfl Corpse vhich was an

__$mnortant means of communication
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The first election to the Legislative Asgenbly
@f“ﬁanipdr ggsfto be held ip Harbh»1948. A8 a maiksﬂf
protent, the Hizo ﬁhioﬁ,boycotted tkis elections Bub tﬁe
@biefe and their followers loyally colaborated witﬁ'ﬁhé
{nterim cbnncil which funetioned from 14th Angﬁst 1947 %o
7th October 1948. Sendam Hmar contested the election from
Senvon but lost to Tﬁalehin Paite. Sandam could‘havafbeen
elected for the Mizo Union participated in the election.
‘?histdisintegration b: the Hmar ideolofy was Mmcaudgy of the
long suffering. A section of the people, who, thcmgh‘no%
very influential, wanted some sort of compromise. This section
participated 1n,thé'saié election ip the hope that thoy
would be able to emeliorate the sufferings of the peoples
and fight for their rights through the legislative Acsembly.

It was in the early part of 1949, Chief Hinister
MeEs Priya Brats, accompaniéd by Major Kathing, lMinister of
H4l1 Affairs, and Gommandant of the 4th Assam Rifles visfited
Tipaimukhe. In.hisﬂpublic address at Pardbung Ninister Brata
roiterated that while the Huars had all his sympathy, he
was pot prepared to Sake ud angt measure which wers likely
to offect the territorial 1nteg}ity of Mamipurs Ths zo¥d
gpoken Srata in his own way, did nis veat to save M&ﬂipur-
from breéking up by offering the formation of the "Reglional
cauncil“ﬁ. Thia antomativaily divided the Amars ipto tvwo
conflizting zroups. ”

' One section of the leadership wanted to accept
the offer as they thought 1t to be a first step for deman=
ding and eventually fore}ng further concessions., ?hé.ather




w56

dominant group rejecteds the offer outright on tho ground
that this would jeopardise their relationship with the
other Mizo tribes of Assam. The Hmars did not want to
‘atandon their £iws first polisy, that is, integraticm of
the Fizo inhabitted areas of Assam and Manipur nn&er=ane
administrative unit, The Hmars sacrificed the golden
opportunity for the sake of the Mizo integration polioye

But their brothers of Lushai Fille aid not think
in the same way. Instead of fighting to the end, and surpri-
gingly eneugh, they accepted the Autonomous Hill Bistfict-‘
Couneil in 1952 which exciuded the Hizos of Nanipur. This
'ﬁisﬁrict Council under the Assam government was accepted
by the Mizo Union of Assam because they would be able 3o
hold the government easily. Trueiy 80, the Higzo Uhion-ﬁe‘
-%aeame the first elected party in.the District Couneile
~§heir acceptance of the Distriet Btatus was a #ery painful
- blow for the Hmars of Manipur. The struggle for better -
@ccnonic deal of Hmars was partly defeated since their own
brothers had forgotten them, end their interest in Manipur
wore relegated to the background. They inevitably Pelt e
‘2% down by their brethern in lushai Hills. Had the @&
"Regional Councily offer been accepted in 1949 the Hmar
Biel would have made atleast some progress< Eut this was
Sacrifieéd for the sake of Mizo Integration which wag used
énly t0 gain more members for the party by their brdthers
of the Lushai Bills.
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HIZ0 INTBGRATION COUNCIL.

When the Migzo Uhion had faded after 1955, the
people no longer have any faith in anything of the political
parties or the politicians of the Lushai Hills, and tke
policy of Mizo integration was no longer in thev§o§§;
political circles of the Hmars ti1ll about 1969. Dnriﬁg‘thie
ﬁeried‘of more t han ten years the HEmars altother cliﬁgéd
%0 the Hmar National Union (HNU) vhich fought for a Hmay
distriet seperately. But this too have failed and the same
policy of‘ﬁigo integration re-emerged in 1970,.just'§8fbre
the Horth Bastern Areae'(Beeorganisation) Act, 197%s

The people knew’that the regidrs reorganisation
would be a good 6portun1ty for their demand if the Govornment
éanted to consider their case. Thus, the Migzo Integration
Council (MIC) was formed in 1970 by several Migzo tribes

of HManipur. The Chairman ¢f the Couneil was K.T. La
{a Hpar) and the Secretary was Holkhomang Haokip (a Enk1)7
4 memorundum (See Appendix Eo.-VIII) was submitted in 3970
t6 the Prime Minister of india demanding A
“sélidarity of all the Mizos m d iﬁtagrationlo£~all
their inhabditted areas of Manipur, Tripurs, Cachar,

North Cachar District and formation of a new stnte
for thess people vith the Mizo Districtecs(£oT)ess 2

seperate Wizo State 1f they have to be contented and

be loyal citizens of the Great Repudblic of Indis.

In thelr own state, the Hizo can live a peaceful

life and’forget'their miseries, grievances ahd hardships
they have long since endure&’a.
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-~ The Union Territory Of HMigoram might have beén given state-
hood; the people within that boundary might have bgen satis-
_>fieds still the Migo prodlem is unsolwed as long &g the Mizos
©f other states and their,inhabifted areas are ezcluded -
more than half of the total population of all the Nigos of
fheuﬁorth Bast India will never be "contend and be loyal
citizeng of the great Republic of India". They will never

be able to 2ad kead a "peaceful iife“ and coatinue to bear

' their miseries, grievances and hardships®, As such tho HMizo
Integration Council of Manipur contacted Aizawl and formed
an A1l Mizo Integration Council (AHIC) in 19715 the officials

wefe -
Chairman s Ialsavia

Vice Chairman ¢ K.T. %ela lalla
Gen. Secretariest (1) Biaksailova
(2) Eolkhawmang Heokips
‘A memorandum was eg&a~ag§1n.aubmitted in the same year for
the same cause. The HIC of Manipur also contacted the MNP
since the MNP was, by that time, t¥ying a peaceful nego-
tiation with the Governmant, There was an atmosphere of
optimism between the ENF and the Central Governments
Pu K.2. Ialla met Pu Tlangchhuaka, the Vice Prealdent,
HHNF, in Churachandpur Just after the Caleutta Convention
of Harch 1976; they shared with enthusiasm their hopss and
dreams of the possibility of nerging the Hisgo 1nhahitted
areas of aifferent states into one adnipistrative unit,
Pu Tlangohhunka promised Pu Ialla that the MNP would not
decide or come to any terms with India without the krnowledge

of the Higo Integration CQuncilg.- But this promise
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remained a promise. This was perhaps because Tlangchhusaka
ané many of his friends left the MEP,

(EMAR NATIONAL UHION AND HHAR PEOPLES PEDERATION..

The Mizo Integration Council was very short lived
and i% did not even participate in any elections; though its
alm and objectives wasvthé-most noﬁablef It has alté&ay been
"~ gaid that the Emars were-divided ﬁ&to two groups whén the -
ILushai Hills unhagitatingly accepﬁgd a District Council in
4952, A section of them altogether wamted %o-disown the
¥izo Uniom and called themselves as Hmar Congress while the
others still clinged to the Mizo Union hoping against hope
that they would still be able to suceed in the Migo iritegration.

The Kizo Union became weaker and weaker, and it
coppletely died out ir Manipur when the Hmar National Union
(HUU) came into being. As they do not have any more faith
in the Lushai speaking peoople, they wanted to stop any
relation with the Lushai Hills, Thus the ENU became mo¥e
&nd more popular; the Hmars vholeheartedly unite in this
party vhich preached against the Iusei speaking people
and whieh fought for:a seperate Hmar distriet. This district
would include.all the Hmar inhabitted areas of Fanipur,
Iushai Fills and Assam. Though it failed in its policy
thig eparty gets the most poyulai suppert till now.
Posides demanding a seperate district for the Hmars, the
HNU also believes in fighting for the:overalg'develgpment

e e e e e e e et e e
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of the psople through the Manipur Government. These poli-
cies are vary conuincing for the ignorant populace of the
Buar Biel and so Pu Ngurdinglien, the Prasidsnt of Mmay
Ygtional Union, have been elected four times to the
ﬁaniggr‘Asaemhly; he was a Hinister for thrae.&ssembiy
térms; But his conduct and how he lead kis people eanhbﬁ,
satiefy the people. With regard to the demand of & district,
tﬁe HNU merely‘submitted e memorandum, wert to Deihi geveral
times, but without much resalt. On development‘eiée@ their
Coning tcrpéeey power benefitted only few families and
friemde who would be adble to suppoyt them during eléctions.
i& a word, the saying of the,genetal publiec now is that
during four Assembly terms the HNU did only that much which
& true political party would 4o in a term of offices

Disatisfied with the adminiétration and activities
o0f the Emar NEational Unionm, some politicsl minded Emzyo had

10 4t Muolveiphei, Manipur in 1977, in which the

8 meeting
main topic of diseuesion,raéts on the possidility of the
tribds extinction undér the present condition and system

of polities, and,socio-economie.life of the peoplos Yheir
'main concerns were those brethern who are in Kizoram, '
Agsam, Heghalaya and Tripurs. %hé~ﬁanipur Hmars heliaved that
they are driven towards extinction because they have already
Zoveloped different languagee and e@oeidd social lifss —
\ such-aa Hrangkhawl, Darlong, Biei@,'?hiek, Sékechep, Xeom,
o%c. and those who are in Hizoram uses Lusei languages

all these are aetuall& beae bdgcause of thsa enyiraamsntal
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impact of the regieﬁs where they live. Thus the Hmar Peoples
Federation (HPP) came 1nt§ being from 22 April 1977 with

Le Sungte as 1ts first Presidert and K. Lalkhawthang sgo #be
its Vice President. The moto of this politiecal paity is
"Tnite %o Surviveé as the survival of the Hmérs in different

states depends, as they believe, on vhether they umiﬂe‘1

| The Hmare People'é'Federation had'ité fizst
General Assembly on the 23;§. Japnary 1979 at Bengkai*
Churachandpur, in which they selected Sielmst, Churachandpur,
to be their General Headqyarters. The most notable aim of
the HPF, as one considers, is "to bring all the Children

of Sinling under one administrative unit within the

Constitution of India“12

» This actually similar with the

' Fizo demand of Greater Mizoram. But since the Hmars believe
that the greater HMizoram demand is increasingly neglected
and appearing to be impossible, they vant atleast the

Hmay Biel of Manipur should join their brethern ik Hizoram.
Vhether they want to call themselves a Mizo or not their
blood is still a Mizo blood; they cannot change their
identity. The people once again by and large'ére inelihed
towards fighting for the HMigo integration. All this arised
becauée‘of the increasing problems which.all the tridbals

0¥ Hanipur ars facing.

As to how far the Hmar Biel of Hanipur are inclined
towards the Mizo integration, the Assembly electien.result of

bDecember 1984 can be examined. Thres people - Rgursiuglien,
Selkai and Dr. Chaltawniien - conteeted for one seat in the
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55 = Tipaimukh (S.T.) Asgemdbly Constituency. Pu Ngurdinglien
-éas HNU and Pu Selkai was EFF; their policies have already
beon highlighted. Dr. Chaltawnlien was the mest junier
among them, and being an independent, it vas a general
. belief that he would notbe elected. Truely so, in the result,
‘Pu BEguPdinglien got 3,961 votes. Pu Selaki got 3,626 votes
and Dr. Chaltawnlien got only 1,989 votes. Thus Hegurdinglien
wen elected as he got 335 votes more than Pu Selkai’jg
During the election eompaigns the EIU treatened %ﬂé Bengalis
of the Tuiruong valley that if Hmar Biel goes to Migorem
they would not be able to bear the cruelty of the anti-vai
{vai= Plain people) Mizos of Mizoram. On the other hand the
HPP preached for Hizo integration. Therefore, the Bengalis
. Pavoured Hgurdinglien better than Selkal; in almost all

" 4he Hmar villages Selaki got more votes than Ngurdinglien,
but it was dy the votes of Bengali villages Ngurdinglien
was elected. In other words HEV got more votes than HPP in
the Bengali villages of Tuiruong valley (See Appendiz No.-V),

ZOMI HATIOHAL CONGRESS.

The smaller tribes in Fanipur such as Zo, Vaiphei,
Gangte, etc. too are yearning for the unification of all the
ChineKuki-Higo of Apsam, Burma, E*ianipur, Mizor;m, Meghalaya
and Tripura. Disatisfied with the conducts of other political
parties sfich as the Mizo Union, BNF, and-those of Hanipur,
another political party called Zomi National Congress
sprang up at Daijang, Churachandpur, on the 21gt January

4972 under the leadership of Fr. T. CGougin, an MIA during
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1974~'39. The term & ®*Zomi' have the same meaning with
*tMizo*. Fr. T. Gougin wrote of his talks with Laldenga,
the EBPF, in Delhi on 1et May 1981.

“0n certain subjecta we have a different opbnion but
for the common nomenclature we are one. He advanced
his es¥a arguments for Kizo But I convinced him that
Mizo is wrongly arranged letter - it should have been
Zomi - Zo stands for the Hill, Mi stands for man.
So, ‘Zomi' stand for *Hillmenf. Should we mean that
211 Hillman that all hillman should be Zomi - Ho,
certainly not. But all those hillman (highlanders)
who have. some culture, tradition, usages and custonm
and ethnieally beldnging to one group. So the so called
Eukis, Lushais and Chins are one people - because of

- ethnical ties. This nobody can deny.
*Secondly God created land first, the land He created
is called by our forefathers as Zoram - (Z6gam)people
vho occupy Zesam ZORAM 1s known as ZOMI not BIZO,
Had God created man first then land, in this case
HIZ0 would be true.
*Thirdly, Hizo is gramdtically wrong also. Before
objeetive noun comes whereas in ZOMI - it is gramatically
correct also. So, from all points of angle = ZONMI is
better than MI20. Prom Z0RAM comes ZOMI. ‘
9Mizo is just a sibstitute of Lushai ~ the old word
for Hizo. The Mizo cannot accept other languages as the
language of Mizo, whereas Zomi accepts Duhliar Tawng
(014 Iushai language) as the language of all Zomis.
Zomi is not a corrupt word iike Kuki, Chin and Iushai

- or Kizos '
"Zomi ie the ordained nomenclature for the people
known by others like Kuki, Chin, Lushai. Pu laldenga,
we have to accept the truth. Call a spade a spadee
He then agreed and said "As for me no nomenclature is
bad. i accep$ Zomi as our nomenclature provided people
like 1t°. o
9 Again we covered for Zomi Unifiecation, how to achieve
the goal either through violemce or non-violencegﬁyé




-164=

¥e delued into the subject. He proudly said that phe

so called HMEP la ve already paved the way. In my reply,
I told him, 'you are mistaken Pu Deng, the MKF, instead
of doing good things for the people, they tought people
lessons of demoralisation. Fow I dare say this. Once

a Mizo is ready to sacrifice for Zoram how they surrender
again ? Do you surrender your conviction ? I think you
don't. You fought for Independent Zoram, them how you
said "witbin the framewvork of Indian Constitution” ?

Is it a surrender of conviction or philosophy ?

Pu Deng, you are like a leopard who changed his colour
every novw and then”. Sometimes he was irritated and
gometimes he was 1mpulsive too ”14

This is nOWche-altitude of, more or less; the Mizo

of Manipmr towards the political 1eaders of Migoram., The

most important aim of the ZNC is "Reunification of the

Zonts under ore sdministrative umbrella®’®. T111 seh the
birth of the ZNC, as Gougin argues, there was no party

whihe thought of the unification of the Zomis and their
16

‘poiitical emamcipation .. The Migzos of Manipur now f£ind

it @ifficult to trust the MEF with regard to their greater

¥igoram policy.

The ZRC tookié-fkghting for the greafier Zoram
(Zogam) but by memee means of non-viclence. The special
session §f ZNC Assembly held on 8 - 9 July, 1983, résolved
that "A11 Zomis sBould live together under one adninigtrative
umbrella with the protection and care of Indian Uhion”17
A memoramdum was submitted to the Prime Minister of India
for the creationrof Union Tefritory for Zomis as adopted by
the Supreme Council, ZHC, on 4§Q,December; 1983.'?his B

Union Territory would include all those re gions vhere the
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Zemis are occupying except Migoram, as Mizmoram have atready
got Union Terrotiry and a Statehocod in 1987. 4 long march from
-Sipukaﬁn.to Charachandpur (262 Em) of about 1000 strong
volunteers was conducted in Janaary 1987. Thié'was-in.order,
as Gougin ‘daid, to educate the people in the field of
pelitics. The ZNC is so far not very much popular among the
Hrare and Paites save few political minded people in the

1411 areass But a ﬁew block office of 2NC was inaugurated at

: ?arbung, a large Hmar village, on 8th HMay, 1986. Gougin

said “Hmar Zomis wbo have been morally denigraded hove ense

once again saw the light of Zomi unity® 'S,

IMPACTS OF THE HNIZORAM ACCORD.

The Misoram Accord called "Memorandum of Settlement”
was signed in 30th June 1986 betwéen the MEF and the Hinistry
of Home Affairs, Government of India. The people of Hizoram
had celebrated this day witk great pomp and enthusigsm but
meny Migos of other states set tears on this day as they were,
1ike the 1952 events, once egain left under the mercy of
~other states., Fany Mizos of other states had joined the
MNP auwtivities: Sacrifieed their bleod, property and family,

. they face the seme difficulties, the difficulty of life

4n the Emar Biel was the aamé.with that of Hizoram during
the troudles, they slkso contriduted "taxes” to the\aﬁvefn-
ment of Migoram (of the MNF), and so on, but all their B
hopes of merging their land vith the parent body:éfﬁﬁizoram
haa.gﬁne to the winds. They, therefore, inevitably £61t led
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When the Bmars recalled many things that had aa -
happened in their relationship with the parent body of
Mizoram, they feel that they have to @o something so that
Vthey would be able to preserve their Rdentity, their language
and rights. Thanglianchhunga £aid that vhen the NEP gotivities
.aﬁarted the Hmar schools were cloged and they wers not allowed
to play aﬁeparatafﬁmar»politica, and so, Pu Rina of Vaitin
village and M1 Challien of Sakawrdai viilage‘had to §%op
the HNU movementa; all for the sake of Mizo integraticn
vhich i3 noe lef$ aside’g, Bzpresaions of such grievances
'becamevmaia and nmdre among the educated and uneducated
ecirecles of'the Hmars. They starteé $he to think ahgt'they
should do, and so Mizoram Hmar &asoci&ti&n.was started in

Aizawl on 3xd July 1986.

At the same time Emar Pwoples Congress was also
started in Hmar Biel of Hapipur. The Secretary of this party,
Pu HeL. Bieklien, wrote an article - Remne Accord in Nin
Hnaul (Peace Accord have resectéd us) - in a weekly nagasine
called_"Bukna“zo. He describe about the party's grievances
ocver the 1952 events and ths same thing which was done now
by the MUP, and that the Hmars are always Tresdy to co-operate
with any party that feally fought {not thoase who use the
poliey for election purpoaeé) for $k> the Nizog of othe:;
statess o .
| The Hmﬁrs jointly organisé& e Hpay Asgsmdly in
December 1986 et Sakawrdai, Pigoram. 4ffter a seriome discus-
sion the delegates joimtly agreed to forn & poli%iééﬁ
party and so Hmar Feople's Convention came into 3éi§gg |
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The Assembly respived that $he a memorandum should be
submitted to the Prime Hinister for the re-consideration of
the Fowth Eastern Afsas (Re-organisation) Act, 1971. The

nessesity fot this, as they said, was that the Act creates

_mény boundary digsputes such as between Assam and Nagaland,

between Assam and Meghalaya, between Assam and Mizoram,

betwveen Hagaland and Arunachal Pradesh, and adove all these,

the Hmar inhabitted areas should be integrated under one

21. The memorandum, it wvas resolved,

administrative unit
ghould be suﬁmitted befdre Mizoram was granted Statehood.
But the MNP leadors knew that this could jeopardise or
oreate difficulties or delay their getting of statehood

if they submit it before the Constitution Amendment Bill

was pasaea for the grant of statehood; exactly as the

Migo Union of lushail Hille‘ﬁearedlia their getting of
District Council in 1952. The Mizo Union was aware that if
it continue to fight for the HMigzo integration, it would
delay their getting of a District Council and the party

had to wait for a long time ¥ before it came to power in the

would be new district of Migzoram; the same thing wae now

with the MNP in 198622,

As the Hmare People's Convention was very neuly
formed and it didnot have fund to send the leaders to Delhi
%o submit the memorandum they had to collect donations,
and the party had to popularise itself among the Hmars of

Mizoram and HManipur. This took about five monthe and so they

. could arrange a programme only for May 1987. During this
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peried the Assembly elections of Migoram was donme in PFeb.
1987, The Hmar Peoples Convention (HPC) tried to popularise
itself by contesting in the election in Ratu and Suangpyilawn
cnnstituenoies.lmhongh defeated very badly, the paxty.used
$he election compaigns to preeach its policy. The KNP trium-
phantly came to power and Mizoram was granted a Statehood
v9§~2é§g_?ebruary 1987.

The HPC tried to popularise itself by means of
preaching, pamphléﬁs and by means of articles in neuspapers.
In the articles, how the Hmars were denied of their rights,
their possible extinction under the Kigzoram politicians, their
eagerness to stay together with their brothers of other
states and hov far the Mizoram partyes fought for the causs,
their demands were justified, etcé.ete. were mostly written.
The EFC contacted some morally denigraded political parties
suck as '

(1) Zeliangrong Peoples Convention, Manipur and Nagaland.

(2) Zomi Bational Congress, lanipur.

{3) United Tribal Bational Liberation Front, Assan.

(4) Peoples Democratic Porum, Karbi Anglong.

(5) United Peoples FPafty, Saibka, and formed an allied gaét&éa
-ea%#eé party called Tribal Bationalities Common Front (THCP).
The demands of all these allied parties were taken together
and a memorandum wée submitﬁed Jointly in the name of THCP
in ﬁayA1987 t0 the Prime Hinister of India.
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~ In the same month the HPC had its General Assembly
at Ratu, Mizoram, in which was resolved that the party ghould
also sudbmit a seperate Nemorandum to the Governdy of Nizoram
for a Hmar District in Fizoram, and also to agbmit'fheir
demands to the Prime Hinister. But Pu Thangiiéachhunga vas
.arrested on 30th July 1987. He said that his cgleguaé.ana ke
vere arrested without any reastnabdle causej they 3&&*&#6 have
gny cage against them and did not appear in court avenfonce
during their-stay in jail for one month. He maid that thie
was only in order to delay their.é61ng to Delhi. He algo
eontented that‘the-tefm *Mizo"™ cannot include Pawl, ZLakher,
Emér. Paita,.ﬁalte, etc. as long as it is "Mizo (any Iushai
tribes)ﬁeg, This is true to some e#tend becsuse 3 EHmar or
Iakher etc. would never called ﬁhemselves as a lushal tribe
bﬁt a Hizo tride. The graater;ﬂiéésam'policy is used for
popular support by all the parties in Riaoram24 btut vho
knows which party really fights for it. Moreover, this might
not be possidle untill aﬁd unlees the term "Migo" iﬂ‘puf to
mean the Pawi, Lakher, Hmar, Ralte, Paite, Iushai, ¢tca. and
no% only the lushsi tribes. The HPC, therefore, feélfthat the
Hmars should atleast have a distriet within Mizoram so that
Athey wonrld be able to anjoy their vights and priviliages as
a member of.minorityzs. The party, therefore, submitted a
memorandum to the.éoVerQor of Mizoram on 5th October 7987,
demanding ® o new distriet for the Hmars to be called FEmar
Autonomous Diptrict comprising all the Hmar occupied areas
in the Nerth«éast‘boraering Manipur and Cachar distriet of

Assan® (See Appendix No.- ¥II).
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Personal interview vwith T. Gougin, President, INC,
on 29tk January 1987.

Gougin, T., Discovery of Zoland, Churachandpur, 1980,
p. 890

Gmlgin, TQ’AM _&i zﬂmg‘ 1986, Pe 244
Ibid.‘. 90252.

Personal interview with Thanglianchhunga, Vice President,
Hmar Peoples Convention, on 29th Hovember 19871

.Bnkna (veekly magasine in Mkgzo), Vol. I, Ro. 15,

A persqnal.letter from J. Thangvung Singte, Chairman,

Village Authority, Tinsuong village, also, Advisor
to the Hmar Students Association, Hmar Biel Block,

| Dated Tinsuong ~ 2nd January 1987.

Personal interview with Thangiianehhunga, Vice—President,
Emar Peoples Convention, on Za_g,ﬂovember 1987

Ibid., Dated Aizawl, the 16th Decembor 1987.
Editoriél, Vanglaini (Daily Newspaper in Higol,
December 12, 1987. |

HPG.Heméigéé&m to the Governor of Mizoram,

Dated Aigawl, the 5th October, 1987.
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One cannot cover all the necessary historieal and
&eeographical factors in this study as to come to a gatisfachd-
toxy conclusion. ¥e can only but cemeclude it by relating eome
of their predler most important problems. Although the collec~
tive ‘Frmars were neéer under any sovereign powver bafore the
coping of the ¥rnglish, Their waring nature scattored them to
different villages and hills add tkie can be one of their
g@éaent geopolitieai problems, It was actually because of
their independent and self-sufficient nature that they aid
not want to~he.ﬁoaiéated by the Lushaie even when they were
‘defeated, leading to their leaving of Champhai. But those
whe are §2411 in that sidefof'ﬁiiorampére nowv abaorbad by
the Lusa;;language:and many of theé have already forsoetten
in ghieknﬁmar sub~clan they belongs to;_The Emars of Eapipur,
FHorth Cachar Hills and Forthern Hizodram have not forgotten
their drotbers of the other states, and this, along witk
their socio-economic problems, has led to the cominz up of
geveral political partiee and activities.

Phe socio-economic and cultural heritages of the
Emar tride was not very productive economically and thelr
standard of living was very low. Besides their histeriesnl
heritages, the geographical environmment of their %err&tqriee
&o not provide them much scope for economic development
gnd higher standard of living. But the Emar tridbes are very
sengitive and responsive to those which ean influence them
from eny direction. For instance, the Bletes of eastern
Heghslaya and Kom of the ¥anipur valley osn de cited as

ezxamples. It has not been very long since these twe
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sub-clans were seperated from the rest. But the Bietes have
already adopted the'ﬁhasijaid Jaintia system of marrisge and
asleotion of Jhoon fieiéa; atleast tb eéme extents The Xoms,
gince thei‘-were séperazeﬁ} could noﬂlongeg have any moxre
dier in Fanipur ?élley a#ﬂ‘thns leading to a different waye
qf burying the dead and thé structure of their houscs deeameo
1ike those of the Eoirang-ﬁeiteié and 80 OB.

| If the Hmars settlod in villeges according to clans,
they also migrated aseccording ¢o clans. When they migeatod
aecording'ta clans and one olan settled among a much iarger
different tribe, it is bound to be absorbed. Thig arises

vhen only one clan stayo @vay from the rest, the name of the
clan or sub-clan becomes more important than the name of the
parent tribe. For instande, the Bietes (sudb-clan of the Hmar
tribe) would say °I am £ Blote® inetead of saying °1 am Epar®
to the Ehasie and Jatintias among whom they are stayings But
the sud-clan ip enly a smell fraction in compare with the
tride among whom they are staying and they could not hve

any voilce. The same thing is the case with the othey gudb-clans
gsuch as Bexdawsg Darlongs, Hrangkhawls, Sakecheps, Eoms,
Chawrais, Chawthes, ?hieka.etc. '

Thus, the mest important problem of the Hmars at
present 1s, of course, their artificisl minoritgd. It bes
alresdy been mentioned tkat the Emar territory'extenﬁelia
@.narrow-helt along the corners of thé-preeent‘stateanI
the Gorth Bast India. By the time when they‘setelea,ih
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thegse arecas, their land was never uﬁder-the controle ¢f any
of these states, but the British speporated them b&-ﬁiatfibu-
ting their territory aming the neighbouring states merely

for administrative conveniences. They then became o negligible
populace in each of these states. If India had been 4istribu-
ted among five couhtriea of its own size, tho Indians would
become minorities in each of the five countries and would
surely be very much uprivileged. This is exactly what the
Emars are suffering. |

| ?hé selection'of the Puiruong and the Tufvai
rivers in tetween Figoram and Manipur as s dboundary line
is tre most harmful for the Hmars. The Hmar villages might
ha&e been independent of one omother in the historical pasts
tut, river boundaries exert a unifying influences rather
than 8 seporating influence. SOcioagceﬁomic and aglzafal
intercourse became more_iatimate in the modern %im03 ao
education ang,christianity spreads in the vhole rogicn.
Pribal warféreeand head~-hunting atopped and brotherhood
spreaded in between all the villages of the Present Fizos
gince 1900 A.D. _

Of the Higzo trides, the Hmérs sre the noat cffoc—
téﬂ,by the same cause. Their land is partitioned into twoj
dictribtuted between the present Migoram and Fanipuzs 45
sducation spreaded, the Emars, unable to develop theﬁaelvas
ip their unfavouradle geographiecal eonaition, tricd to find
tpelir salvation 1n‘pclit1ca. In & rugged topography like the
Pray areas of Fanipur and Migoram, socio~econdmic development

iz plmost impossidle for the ignorant tribals. Begiden the
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aaéural difficulties, they were seperated in bdetween Banipur,
Agpam, Heghalaya, Figoram and Pripura creating an artifictal
rpinority for them in cach of these states. Therefore; their

sttempt to find solace 1n-€heir respective states became
difficult as they are small in population in each of these

. gtatess This is an important reastm for the comiag up of

niny political parties and the last of which ig the Hmay

Phelir artificial minority let them to join the
¥izo Union which was the first party to fight for the Niso
sgration. But thoy did mot have much chance in this party
#8 tho greater portion of the Emar areas was loft uandey the
morey of Faoipur, Assam, Heghalaya and Tripura in 1952+ The
offer of a Union Territory to a §SSQ district was accepted
2y the then ruling party « a ecalition of Fizo Unfon and

¥izoram Congress called the "United Fizo Parliamentary Party? -

(UEPP) ~ 4n 1971. 0f course thore were seme seotions vhioh
: +¢ objected to it. The Nizo Distriot Congross first
ganted to have a political settlement with the FEP in erder

¢o dring {4n peace. The Mizo Union Youth ¥ing, whilec Sccepting.

the Tnion Territory, wanted to have a writien promice for

o wisle-etatonood full Statohood from the Central Govermmente
The All Hige Students’ eonventtén¢ Shillong also registe
strong opposition because of the same two causes. Although,
the UMPP ptood and demanded the Eigo integration %ill early

1971, 1t has forgotten it when the Union Territory proposal
tamos The same thing wao vith all the other pertics fvem




whome the Central Government invited openionss Thus the Hmars
were again loft aside by the Forth Bastern Areas (Reoyganisa=
tion) Act, 1971 (Act Fo. 81 of 1971), The same thing wes now
done by the MEF and the Emars wore once again loft apige when
tho Fizoram Aecord wap signed in 1986. Becaunse of theiy
sagorness to live together with the other Eigos undo® one
administrative unit, the Bpars joined or formed many political
parties vhich were, so far, all in vain.

Their -socioseconomie dackwarduess is one of 'izbe.
west important cause of thelr failure in politice. Bven
truely dedicated politicians have to work for the dasly
needs of his family, and et the sam time raising ¥ funds for
‘any political party is almost impossidle among the poor
'-geaga;nt tridalsg. Tﬁéy kney that the HEU never fought for the
#4zo integratiod, but the poor peopls have to cliag te it if
it can provide then a nev shirt éuring the election compaigus.
Tt 3ag already been twenty yosrs that the HEU weipgns ¢ver the
BEmars.

In Political Geography we learn the interwrolatione

ship Detween geography and politicss their mutual influe
&2 oach others The influenece of envimament on the politicsy
zsYitton of the Bmars are vory grest and they are much more
thaon that of politics on the emvironment. At the $nitial

stage, the influencs of environment is tco much that polities!
gnflucnee 18 not seen in the barbarian 1ife. Phis meang that
environnent reignse bver politics v a backward tyidel life
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aﬁﬁ'tha’influence~bf'nolitica over the enviromment iéw¥9und
a¥tness

nﬁ theo Hoars proveﬁ that environmeat still reigns avar them

only in advaenced gocieﬁies. The socio~gcohomic backw

':ana thelr poli*ica. Bosides the unfavouradle geﬁgrayhieal
‘copditions for th@;r develanment, the political bsun&ary vas
4oleated as the 11ne suggcsted by geographye

\




I+ Rainfell at important contres of Churachandpur
Diatried, 1971 = 1981.

?‘empfex'-ature: at important centres of Churachanipus
Diﬁtﬂ@t. 1971 - 1983,

¥Xl, Bize Union lomovandum of 1947«
I¥s HNP Hemorandum of 1965.

¥s HLA Election result of 55~24paimukh Constituency,
Dacenber 1984.

V1. Text of Figorem Accord, 1986
¥iis Bemorapdum of m, 1987

$I1% . Bemorandum of HIC, 1970.
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APPENDIX - I
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The sources about Geljang are the A.0 ./ Parm Hanagers of
the Statione; the rounded figureg are obtained from the
bock in references Hos 19(a) of Chapter - III.

Jiribam Sub-Division of the Imphal district is in the
Weastern margin of the State. Its records are also eonei-

dered as there are no recording gtations in the muizuong
- valley, and Jiridam is just the lewer valley (%o the north)
of the Tuiruong. :
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APPENDIX = II

TEAPERATURE AT IMPORTART CENTRES OF CEURACHANDPUR BISTRICT,

1971 - 1983,

 TEMPERATURE_IN DBGREE CENTIGRATES.
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APPENDIX No, - III,

- MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED T0 HIS MAJESPY'S GOVERNMENT, GOVERNMENT
OF INDIA ARD ITS CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY THROUGH THE ADVISORY

'SUB-COMMITEE BY THE MIZO UNION, | o

{Which has 20,000 enlisted full members and 80,000 associated
members which can well represent the entire NMizo people 6n
the future case of Migo).

MIZO HMENORANDUM

Memorandum of the case of the Mizo people for the

- right of territorial unity and solidarity and sslf-determina-
tion within the province of Assam in free India submitted to
His Hajesty's Government and the Government of India and its
Constituent Asssmbly through the Advisory Sub-Committee for
Assam partially excluded areas and Excluded 4reas.

Pursuant to the resolution passed by the Gereral
sssembly of the Mizo Union at Adizawl in September 1946
subsequently supported by the Hizo Conference at Lakhipur
(Cachar) in Noveﬁber, 1946, this Memorandum prepared by
the Mizo Union and supported by the Hizo ouitside the Lushai
Hills, Manipur State, Cachar, Pripura and the Chittzagong
Hill Practs, ete., etc.

The Memorandum secks t9 represent the case of

- Mizo people for territorial unity and integrity of the

vhole Mizo population and full self-determinatidn within

the province of Assam, for the realigation of which an
appeal is made to His Majesty's Government, the Government

of India and its Constituent Assembly to make a special
financial provision from yea¥ to year for a period of ten
years or untill such time as the Mizos shall assert that they
can maintain their self determination without this

finencial provicion.



~184~

The People and the Ig

The Mimos are a numerous family of tribes, closely
knitted together by common tradition, éustomé, culture, mode

of ltving, laguage and rites. They are spread over a wider
area extending far beyohd into the Manipur State, Cachar,

Tripura State,‘Chittagong Fill Tracts and Burma; but, con-
tiguous with the boundaries of the peesent Lushai Hills
District which was curved out arbvitrarily for administrative
purposes. '

The Mizo people have been known under different
names. They vere wrongly identified as Kukis during the
time of lord Warren Hastings when Raja of Chittagong sought
help of the British against the so called XKuki raiders;
and it continued to be applied to t he whole group untill
1871, when it sas supplanted by the term Lushai as a Tesult of
the active and prominent part takeh by the Lushai, sub-fribe
of the Mizo race, against the British expeditiOn known as the
Pirst lushail Bxpedition. The presént Lushai Hills Digstrict
was thus curved out of the Mizo Land for administrative con-
venience, and the l1izo people living within the District
came to be known as Iushais while the other Mizos, left out
the Lushai Hills District and annexed to the surrounding
Districts, continued to be known as Kukis without their
congefnt. However, the solidarity of the Mizo people as a
race and a district block is testified by the name of places,
mountains and ranges on the Lushai Bills, Cachar, Manipur,
Tripura, Chittagong Hill Tracts and EBurma, known and called
‘after the names of several sub-tribes of the Mizo race
originally occupying them. Shakespear, Stevenson, Iiangkhaia,
Shaw, Kingdonward and Kim of the Statesman are some of the

authorities on this.

The Mizos have nothing in common with the pati
plains nor with the Nagas or Manipur, etec. They are a
district block. The areas now under their occupation are
mostly hilly except the eastern pqrtion of Cachar district
extending to-Barail range in the North Cachar Hills.
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Whéréever they gc anrd wherever they are, they aearry with

themwtheir primitive custems, chlture and mode of living

in its purest origin, always calling and identifying them-
selves as Migzos,

' The nomenclature of the word 'EKUEKI' was and is ever
kpnowr to the Vigos; it was a«name’merely given to them by

the neighbouring gereigners. o

Again, it was wrong that Lushai should be used as
. covering all the Mizo tribes since it is misrendering of
"the Lusei only a sub tribe of the Migo rawe. Hence though,
’perhaps, not oraéginally intended, ift has create a division,
Only the word 'Mizo' stande for the whole group of‘thcm all:
‘lusei, Hmar, Ralte, Paite, Zo, Darlawng, Kawm, Pawi, Thado,.
‘5Chiru, 4imuol, Tarau, Anal, Purm: likhup, Vaiphei, Lakher,
:Langrawrg, Fhawraj, Rawng, Baite, Mualthuan, aihpen, Pangkhua,
Tlanglan, Hrangkhanl, Bawmzo, Miria, Dawn, EKumi, Khiang,
‘Khiangte, Pangte; Khawlhring, Chawngthu, Vanchiau, Chawfthte,
Fgente, Renthlei,” Hnamte, Tlau, Pautu, Pawite, Vangchhia,

Zawvmgte, Fapai, etc., - 8]l closely related to one anotﬂer,
»culturally, socially, economically and physically thus

,forming a district ethnical units.

5Trad1t10nal 0r1g1n°

;radltlonally Mizos claim descent form' banung, a
jmythical rock, east of the Shan State. Migration by +tribal
1group seems to have taken plage about the beginning of the
:15th Century, halting at the several locations for longer
:or lesser periods through Shan State, Chinduin valley and

Chin Hills untill tney finally came to settle in thelr
present occupied aress and the villages claimed by all the
various Mizo tribes, wherever their present habibataey-be,
habitate msy be, as their original homes are eithe® within
or close to the border of the present Falam SBub~Divisicne
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The Mizo Population:

(a) The Mizo people in the Lushai Hills alorne number
1,446,900 with an areg of 8,143 Square miles according to
B the census of 1941,

(v) - The Mizo population of Manipnr State contiguous to
the Lushai Hills again comes to about 70,000 wita an area
-of about 35,000 Square milesa.

Sg) The Mizo in the Cachar District contiguoug to the
*_ Iusha&é Hills number about 9,000 with an area of about
300 Square miles.

(d) In Tripuga State contiguous %o the Lushai Hillg,

.- tke Mizo again number approximately 7,000 with an area of
about 250 Sguare miles.

(e} ‘In the Chittagong Hill'Trécts, contiguoug %o the
Lushai Hills the Mizo population is generally approximated
to be about 5,000 with an area of about 300 Square miles.

(£) In the Chin Hills (Burma) alse contiguouz to the
Lughai Hills who zre now commonly known and termed with
the Chins number not less than 20,000 with an area of
sbout 35, 000 Sqpare miles occupied by them. S

The total Migzo population of the contigious area
alone thus comes to roughly 328,400 and the areas about
15,993 Square miles.

It i3 a great injustice that the V¥izos having one
dnd the same culture, speaking one and the same langulge,
prcfosozqg one and the same religion; and knit together by
common customs and traditions should have been called. and
known by different names,; and thrown among different people

with their homeland sliced out and give to others.

The whole contiguous area of the Mizo population,
as detailed above occupies the middle and the most important
portion of India®s FEastern Frontiers. 1t is, therefore, the
most imperative that Higs Me&eﬁ%ﬁéa Majesty's Government, the
@overnment of Irndia and its Constituent Assembly should do
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‘the Just and proper thing and grant the Mizos their just
‘demand for TEERITORIAL UNITY ARD SOLIDARITY.

Mizo History snd Britigh Connectiont

The Mizo people were indeperdent each village forming
an ipdependent nnit, and their country never subjugated by the
Maharajas of Manipur, Tripura zand Chittagong nor by the Kacha-
ris. However, there had been fFontier clashes between the Mizos
and the neifh®ouring people which altimately dbrought the British
to the scene in 1871. The NMizo country was snbsequently annexed
$0 the British territory in 1889, when a little more than half
of the country was curved out for the Mizo perople and naméd
Lushai Hills whbhile the rest have been parcelled out to the
adjoining distric ts. Since then Mizos have remained loyal,
friendly and peaceful. At 2ll times, #henever the British
needed help as World War - I, Abhor expedition, Houkip rebe-
1lion, and World War -~ II the willing service of the Mizo
people were readiiy available.

The Mizos have an efficient system of -administration
and discipline. Being a distinct block they retain to a consi-
derable degree their ancient andfﬁraditional laws, ard customs
and organizations, beginning from village under the guidance
of the chief and the elders, while young and old have their
respective leaders in all walks of life.

Bxcept in Cachar, the Mizo people are erludad
from the Government of India's Act and the areas irhabitted
by them are kept as the special responsibility of the
Governor of the province in his capacity as the Crown Repre-
sentative and the legislaturs nave no influence whatsoever.
In other word®m, the Mizos have never been under the Indian
Government amd never had ahy connection with the policies
and politics of the various grpups of Indian wpenion. Now that
the British are quitting these Mizos who have never been
underdke the Indian Government and whose ways are all different
from others, cannot be thrown on & common plateform Uith the
rest of India. It is, therefore, importamt to the highest

e e P OBPOO,
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degree that the Miaos be given selfbdetermination in its
fullest form.

As stated in the foregoing ?aragraphs, the Hizo
areas are mostly excluded: The political officer ie supreme

..in every respeet. The education is mostly carrisd on by the

Cohrigstian Missionary groups. The general communication of the
countby is extremely poor. The land is extremely hilly without
good roads; and the peep-~ie people poor and simple, primitive
and divided into tribes and clans. The higher education is
mostly derivedd from outside the district; but mass Lliteracy
in the ¥izo people is highest in Assam. The dpeeple are
mostly intelligent and as such given equal terms they always
outshine their fellow workers of otber communities in the
fields and at home. They are born stretegists. Fhelr greatest
short-coming is lack of finopce as & result of their trade and
commerce and limitedvscope open for them. Their areas stretched
from north to south parallel‘ﬁith the Burma border line for
defence along the castern border of India.

This being the background, it is all the mowe impera-
tive that the Migoram be given special financkal provﬁsion by
the Centre from year o year while allowing them theixr
territorial 1ntegrety# o anything short of this will be
detrimental to their upbrinaing. In other words, the Centre
shall grant finanecial provi sion from year to year for the
purpose of development cf the counvry while the district shall
joip autonomous Assam through legislature with eaequate

_reprasentation, and be also eligible to the previncial
services with due reservations at the same time retaining their
4erritorial integrity and gelf-determinagion; as otherwise $he

thrown among forty crores of Indians the 3,268,400 Mizos with
their unique system of life will be wiped out of existence.
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Bur Cases

: In the light of the facts stated in thé féregoing
paragraphs and in view of geagraphival position and the
stretegical importance of the Mizoram Yor ths defence of
India and taking into consideration the unique cherecteristics
of Mizo policy and compact block of Mizoland - this menorandum
is placed with the authority for -

1e Territoria1 un1ty and solidarity of the wﬁole Mizo population
50 be known henceforth as Nizo and Mizoram for Ludhai and Iushai
. Hills District,reta ining the sole propricitory yright over the
landes ' ’

2+ Pall self-deteymination within the provtnce of Asmam.
{a) Vith the Hational council having the supreme legislative
authority and executive body and judictary withim the digtrid
and compositton and function which will be preseribed by
rales. '

(b) Any concurrent subjects in whibh the district may be
connected with the autonomnus provinee of Assam or India
‘as a whole shall be by negotiation with the national councils
which will be set up according %o wishes of the general
publie, any légielation may be applied to the district only
‘with tke sanction of the national council with any modification.

}«%(e)' Special financial provigion by the Centre from year to

yezy untill such time as the Mizos shall assert that they are
able to maintain thelr territorisl integrity and self-deter-
minstion without this financiszl provision.

ALL TEE ALBOVE ITEMS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REVISION
ACCORDLING TO THE FUTURE TREKD OP EVENTS BVEN TO TEE EXTEND
0¥ SECEDING AFTER TEF YEARS.

Por this end 1t is to be understond that the democra=-
%ie system of geveramment it its purest form ahall at the very
outset bhe introduced. Passed and mpproved by the Mize Union
representatives conferences at Aijal, Iushai Hills, Assam on
22ng April, 1947.
BG=4-1I4T- | 235: %iiiiiiiﬁuﬁiﬁﬁiii*%Zﬁﬁetary.“

: The Mizo Union, Aizal, Iushal
. — oo e H411s. Assame . __
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' MNP MENORENDUM

MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED TO THE PRINE WI\I TER: OF INDIA BY
THE MIZO NATIONHAL PROJT GERERAL KEADQUARTLRQ, AIZATL,

_MIZORAM OF THE 30th OCTUBER 196%5,:

This méemorandum sgeeks to represent the LaSP of
the Mizo people for freedom and independence, for the right
of territorial unity and solidarity; and for the realiuation
of which a fervent appeal is submitted to the CGovermnent of
India.,

The Mizbs, from time iwmemorial 1i¥ed in complete
independence without foreizn interfetence. Chief ef different
clans ruled over scperate hills aﬁd valleys with supreme autho-
rity and their administration was very much like that of the
Greek City State of the past. Thelr territory or any ;art ke
thereof had nevey been gongusred or subjugated by their

neighbouring peepie States. However, threre had besn horder

disputes and frontier clashes with thelr neighbouring people
which altimately brought the Britieh Government te the Bcene
in 1844, The Higo country was subsequently brought under the

British political contral in December, 12895 when a Iittle
more than half the country was arbitrarily carved out Xand

romned Lushai Hills (now Mizo Distriet) snd the rest of their
land was parcelded out of their hands to the adjoining people
for the dole purpose of sdministrative cihnvenience without
sbtaining théir will or consent. Scatbered as they are divided,
the Mizo people are inseparably knitted together Ly theiy
strdng bond of tradition, custom; culture, language, sSocial
1ife and religion wherdéever they are. The Mizes stocd as a
Seperéte nation égen before the edvent of the Britiasb
Geﬁernment ha#ing a nationality distinct and seperate from




that of India. In a nutshell, they are a distinct nation,
created, moulded and nurtured by God and Naturs.

When British India was given a status by promalgation
of the Constitution Act of 1935, the British Government having
fully realised the disyinet and seperate nationality of Mizo .
people decided that they shonld be excluded from the purview
of the new Constitution and they were accordingly classed
as an ewe BY} EXCLUDED AREA in texms of the Government Order
,'¥9%64. Their Aland was thon kept under the special respomeibility
- of the Governor-General-in-Counctl in hiso capacity of the
Crown representative; and the befgisiature of the British
India had re influence whatsoever. |

In othexr wovds, %he Mizos had never bean under the
Indian Government and newer had any connection wifth the
politics and the policies of the varicus groupe of Ingd
Opinion. When India was in the thresheld of Indspendence
ke velation of the Mizos,with the British Govermment and
aYs0 with the British India were fully realised by the Indian
Hational Congrees leadérs. Their top leader and spokesmsn
Pandit Jawaharlal ¥ehru released on Fress statement om the
49tk August 1946 and stateds
*The tribal areas are defined am teing those along
the frontier of India which are neither pert of. Inmdias; nor
of Tarma, nor of any Indian state, nor of any foreign powerT.
He further stateds YThe aresas are guvdidised.and the Governor
Genera®s relation with the bhehitants are regulated by Sanads,
custom or usage.In the matter of interpal aduinistration
the arecas are largely left to. themselves®. Expraﬂ sing the
wiew of the Indian Natiocnzl Congress he continned, :
WAlthough the tridal areas are technically under the sovereignty
of His Majesty's Government, thelr status, when g new
Constitution Somes into force India, will be differeni fxrom
4hat of Aden, over which the Sovernor=teneral no longer has execu-
tive aunthority. Owing to their inzccessinility and their
dnmportance to India in its defence strategy, their rekention
as British possession is most un;ikely. One view is that with
the end of:aoveieigniy\in Iddia the new Goveramcut of India

e e e+ e el
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{1ew Iﬁﬁependent Government of India) v&i& will wntwe into
the same reletions with the tribals areas as the Govermor—
Genexal maintains now, unless the peeple of these areas choese
‘o -seek integration with India%. :

Vehru and the constitution Act ef 41935, it is quite-elear
that the British Governmmnt left the Migo Fation free and
4ndependent with the right to docide their future political
destiny.

| Due solely t6 their Political immaturity;_ignoranee
and lack of consclousness of their fate, representatives of the
Mizo Union, the largest political organisation at that time,
and the fifty aceredited Migo leadeérs representing all
‘political organisations including the representaﬁives;pf
- religious denomingtions and social organisation that were
in existance, submitted their demand and chose integration
with free India imposing condition; inter alia,
“THET’THE LUSHAI WILL BE ALLOWED TO OPT OUT OF INDIAN
UHION WHEN THEY WISH TQ DO SO SUBJECT TO A MININMUH
PERTIOP OF TEN YEARS",

The political immaturity and ignorance which lead
the Mizo people to the misguided cholee of integration with
Indis was a direct result of the banning by the British Govern=
ment of any kind of political organisation t111 April 1946
within Mizolabd which was declared 'a political areat,

During the fifteen years of close contact and
associstion with India, the Mizo people had not been able
to feel at the home with Indda or ir India, nor Lsve they been
eble %o féei that their joys and sorrous hLave really_&vér
been shared by India. They dd not,therefore, feel Indiane.
Being created a seperate nation they cannot go against the
neture to cross the barriers of nationality. They refused
to occupy a place within Indis as they considered i% to be
unworthy of their natienal dignity and harmful to the
interest of their prosperity. Hatiocnalisy and pard
ﬁaxriotism 1nsp1red by the politiecal consclousness Bas
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- now. reached. its maturity and the cry for politiea1(891fa
determination is the eb~only wish and aspiration of the people,
ve plus ultra, the oﬁly final and perfect embodiment of social
?iving for them. Phe ohly aepiration and politigal cry is

the creation of MI”ORAM, a free and Soverelgn g8tate to govern
kerself, tp worn out her own destiny and to formulate her own
féreigr policy.

To them independente is not even a problem ox
subject of controversy; there cannot be dispute over the subjeet
fhor could there he any differencée of opinion in the natter.

It i¢ only a recognition of human rights and to let others
1IVe in the dignity of human person.

Whlle the present roared is strongly committed to £
~ freedom and melf-determim tion of all natiens, alege or small,
. &nd to Promition of Pundamental Human Rights; and while the
Indian leaders are strongly ﬁedded to that prineciple
taking initiative for and championing the cause of Afro-
Asian Countries, even befbre the word bodys pafticularly'
deploring domingtion and colonisation of the weaker nations by
the strenger, old and new, and advocating peaceful-go~existence,
gettlement of intermational disphmtes of any kind through the
medium of non-violence and irn condemning weapons thatncan
destrey the world, and in general wishing of ggod will
toward mankind, the Mize pecople firmly believed'?hat the
Goverament of India and their leaders will remain true to
th@ir-poiicy and that they shall take into practice what they
advocate, blessing the Mizo people with their aspiration for
- freedom and independence per principle that no one is good
-enough to govern another man without that man's consent.

Though known as head-hunters and a martial race,
the Mizos commit themselves to a policy of non-violencé in
their striggle and héve no intention of empieyingfany othexr
means to achieve their political demande, If on the other hand,
the Governmant of India brings exploitive and suppressive

e A e ———— e
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measures into operation, employing military might against the
Migo people as ig done in the case of the Eagaé, wvhich God
forbid, it would be equally erroucous and futile for both
the parties for a soul cannet be destroyed by weaponss

Por t 1ese end itée is iw good~-will and wanderstanding
the Mizo Nation voices: ber ‘rightful and ligitimate a8laim of fall
self-deternmination t‘rougu this ‘memoyandunr, The Government of
India, iz their turn and in confermity with the wnchallengeable
truth expressed and resolved among text of HOUMAN RIGHTS by the
United Nations in its August Assembly that in ordér to maintain
peace and transquility among menking, every nation - large or
small - may of right be free and independent, shall set the
Mizo Nation free to work out her own destiny, to formulate
her own internal and external polickes and shall accepl and
recognised her political independences Would it not te a selfish
motive and design of Indba and would it noet amount %o an act
of offence againgt humanity if the Government of Indiz clain
the Migoram as a part of their territory and try to retain
her as their possession against the national will of ©the Mizo
‘people, simply because their land is important for India's defence
strategy ¢ Vhetheér the Hizo Nation should shed her tears
in joy to establishe firm and lasting friendship with Iadia
in war and in peace or in sorrov and in agger, is up %o the
Government of India to deeide. -

84/~ Iianguala, ‘ 84/~ Ialdenga
General Yecy. President,
Mizo National Frant,
Pated Aizawl, Mizorams.

the 30th Oct.
: 193?;'
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. APPENDIX - V

EI:EéTI@N, 0 THE LEGISLARIVE ASSEMBLY OF MABIPUR PROM

THE 55 - PIPATMUKE (S.T.) ASSEMBLY CONSPIUENCY.

Pol. Stn. DPre Chaltawn Ngurdinglien Selkai

55/ 1 - 35 —— 79 — 138
g's/ 2 -— 81 -— 265 — 75
55/5 e 41— 36— 131
55/4  —== 75 — 120 — 45
55/5 — 21 — 25 -— 18%

55/6. — 34 — 62 - 1e
. 55/7 —— 146 — 355 e 53
55/8  w—— 7 - 133 -— 82
55/9 = 191 —— 210 490
55/10 === 71 - 105 79
55/11 «== 46 —— 105 60

209

182

400

55/12 - 50 — 39 e
55/13  =—= 138 — 147 —
55/14 -— 335 e 55 —
55/45 ===~ 66 ——- 188 — 295
— 114
— 25%
——— 126
- 423
— 133
w415

55/16  ~—— 107 RN 85
55/17 —== 98 === 313
55/18 g;a 69 — 262
55/19 == 27 - = 238
55/20 -— 38 == 153
55/21 - 25 - 92




1. Stn. Dr.Chaltawn Ngurdinglien Selkai.

55/22 ——= M9 —— 401 ~-=- 265
55/25 === 64  wm== 269 ~— 285

55/24 ~— 29  =mem 214 === 153

POTAY,  Jyo~ 1,989 =—— 3,961 === 3,626

Churachendpur ' ES&/*-.f“ o
College Hall, | 5§tur?%ngig€§ioer’
Dt. 30/12/'84. 55 = 1ipaimuk

6. 30/12/ | (3.7.) 4/C.

Source t-

‘Official Record of .

- Lalhmachhuana Varte,
Asst. Election OCffieer,
Churachandpuyr, Manipure.

POLLING SPATIONS AND POLLING AKREAS IF THE 55-PIPAINUKH
(S.P.) ASSBHBLY CONSTITUENCY, 1884.

_Po1, Ste. Pole Areas.
55/ %« Tinghmun | e 'Doiﬁhang, Chingmun
55/2. Henchungpunjee ———— Henchungpunjeé, Saikmlphai
' Mualkhangthol, Putikhel,
Fhallenthangpunies, |
Henchungpunjee Bengali.

55/%. Suangphumun ———— Tuaitengmun, Srnangphumun.
55/4. Tuisen we—w-  Tuigen, Nungsckpunjce, Fhailen.



Pol, Stn.

55/5. Buangmn

56/6+ Phaibok Munli@in ===

55/7+ Sibapurikhal

55/3., Upper Eharkhuplien ——-

55/9. Tieulien

55/10.
55/11.

55/12.
55/13.

55/ 14+
55/15.
55/16.
55/17.
55/18.
55/19
' 55/20.

55/21.
55/22.,
55/23.
55/24.

Pol. Areag.

Buangmun Phaimual, Buangmun
Sehjang, Buangmuns

Phaibok Munlian, Phsibok
Hunte.

Savaewmphai, Sonpury, Kachurbali,
Sibapurikhal, Borakhal,
Moinadhoxr, Jeisuo.

Eharkhuplien Jeikhan,
Lower Kharkhuplien, Upper

Kharkhuplien,
DU ~ Xangrengdhor, Thingkradhor,
Tringpuikuol, Tieulien.
Kangreng ———————— Kangrenge.
Hmar Maulien  ==-—=—— Suothum, Maulien Gangte,
' Thingpar, Humar lgulien,
Tuolbung e Tuolbung.
Ngampabung ———mwee  Fgampabung, Phulpui,
Thingkhals
Patpuiphum m—em—  Patpuibmun.
Taithu ——————~  Taithu.
Sartuinek ~—=—-- Sartuinek.
Parbung -~~-—- Parbung (&)
Parbung ———--- Parbung (B)
Iungthulien e .Lungﬁhulieg. .
Sipuikawn ~————=w Hmarchamuol, Tipaimukh,
Hmawnzungkai, Sipuikaun,
Bijel(Machet of Iungthulien).
Rovakot ————== Rovakot,

Senvon (4).

Senvon{East Wingy-———-

Senvon(West Wing) ---- Senvon (B).

Parvachawm ~—=——-- Parvachawm.

Source -
Asst. Election Officer,
Churachandpur, Menipur.
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APPENDIX Ro.- VI.

TEXT OF THR MIZORAM ACCORD

MEMORAWDUM OF SETTLEMENT

PREAVBLE:

) e G S ity D 09

1e : Government of India have all along been making
earneft efforts toc bring about an end to the disturbed
conditions in Mizoram and to restore peace and harmony .

2 Towards this end, initiative was taken by the
late, Prime Minister Smt. Irdire Gandhi. On the acceptance
by Shri Laldenga on behalf of the Mimo National Pront
(MNP) of the two conditions, namely, cessation of violence
by MNF and holding %o talks within the framework of the
Constitution of Indias, a serious of discussions were held
with- Shri laldenga. Settlement on vgrious issues reached
during the course of the talks is incorporated in the following
paragraphs.

RESTORATION OF NORMAILCY

Ze1 With a view of ragtoring peace and normalcy in iizoram
the MNF party, on their part, undertalkes within the agreed
time~frame, to take all necessary steps %o end underground
activitiés, to bring out all undergraund persounnal of the'MNF
with their arms, ammunition and equipment to ensure return to
eivil life, to abjure violence and zenerally to help in the
process of restoration of normaley. The modalities of bringing
out all underground personnel and the dsposits of arms, ammunition
ard equipment will be as worked out. The implementation of the
foregoing will bé vnder the supervision of the Central
Government. _

‘3,2 The MNP Barty will take immediate steps to amend its
Articles of Association so as to make them comforh to the

provision of law.




3+3 The Central Government will take steps for the resettle~
ment and rehabilitation of Underground MNP personnel coning
overground after considering the schemes proposed in this
regard by the Government of Migzoram,

%3¢4 The MNF dndertakes not to extend any support of Tripura/
Tribal National Voluntesrs (PHV), Peoplds Liberatiom Army of
Manipur (PLA) ard any other such groups, by way of training,
supply of arme or providing protection or in any other manner,

IBGAL? ADMINISTRATIVE AND OTHER STE®S :

4ot With a view to satisfying the desires and aspirations

0of all sections of the people of Migoram, the Government will
initiate measures to confer Statehood on the Union Territory
of Mizoram, subjeet to the other-Stipulations contained in this
Memorandum of Settlement.

4.2 To give effect to the above, the necessary legislative
and azdministrative measures will be undertaker, including +
thoge for the enactment of Bills for the amendment of the
Constitution aml other laws for the conferment of Statehood
2y aforesaid, to come into effect on a date to be notified

by the Central CGovernment. _ -

4.3 The amendments aforesaid shall provide among other I
things, for the following :~ » _
(I) ™Dhe territory of Mizoram shall consist of the territory
specified in Section 6 of the North Eastern Areas (Reorganisa-
tion) Act, 1971. |

(II) SHotwithstanding anything contained ir the Congtitation,
no Act of Parliament in :espect ofvf

(a) religious or soecial practices of the Mizos,
(b) Mizo customary law of procedure,

{c) administration of Civil and Criminal justice
involving decisions according to Migo customary law,
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(d) ownership and transfer of lsnd,
shall apply to the S8tate of Migoram unless the Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram by a resolution so decided:

Privided that nothing in this clause shall apply to any
Central Act in force in Mizoram immedistely before the
appointed day.

(III) Article 170, Clause (I) shall, in relation to the
Legislative Assembly of Mizoram, &mwe have effect as if
for the word 'sixty', the word 'forty' has been
substituted.

B Soon after the Bill for conferment of Statehood bhecomes
‘law, and when the President is satisfied that normalcy has
returned and that conditions conduecive to the holding of free
and fair elections wxist, the precess of holding elections

to the Legislative Assembly will be initiated.

6. (2) The Centre will transfer resounceB to the new
Government keeping in view the change in status from
a Union Terrdtory to a State and this will include
resources to cover the revenue gap fot the year,
(b) Central assistance for PFlan will be fixed taking note
of any residuary gap in resources so as to sustain the
approvad Plans outlay and the pattern of assistance will
be as in the case of special category States.

Te Border trade in locally produced or grown agriculiural

" commodities could be allowed under a scheme to be formulated
by the Central Government, subject to international arrangements

with neighbouring eountries.

Be Phe Inner ¥Iiné Regulations, as now in foece in Migoram,
will not be amended or repealed without consulting the State

Government .
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OTHER MATTERS 3

Ge The rights and privileges of the minoritiesAin Mizoram
a3 envisaged in the'Constitution, aball continue to bLe preserved
and protected angd their scecial and econeomic advancement shall

be ensured. '

104 Steps will be taken by the Government of Migoram at the
earliest ¢ review and codify the existing customs, practices,
lays oy other usages relating to the matters specified in
clauses (a) to (@) of pmra 4.3 (II) of the Hemorandum, keeping
in view that ar individual Mizo m2y prefer to be governeldy
Agﬁs of Parliament dealing with suvh matters z2nd which zre of
- general applicatbion. '

11, The question of the unification of HMizo inhabitted areas
of other States to form one administrative unit was rniged by
the MUF delegation. It was pointed out o them, on behalf of
the Government of Indla, that Ardicle 5 of tho Yomstltution of
India prescribes the prowgdure in this regard but that the
Government cannot make any commitment in this reapecte

124 It was also pointed out on behalf of the Government
that as soon as ¥izoram becomes a Stato, |

(1) the provisions of Part I¥II of the Constitution will
applyx and the State will be at liderty to adogt any one
or more of the languages in use in the State as the
langnage to be uged for all or auny of the official
purpogsz3 of the State;

(11) it is open to the State to move for the establish-
ment of a seperate University in the State in accordance
with the prescribed procedures
(1ii) in the light of the Prime Minister's statement

at the joint Conference of the Chief Justices, Chief

Ministers snd Law Ministers held at HNew Delhi on 31gt
August, 1985, Misoram will be entitled %o have a High
Court of its own, if it so wishes.
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13. (a) It was noted that there is alweady a scheme iff
force for payment of ex-gratia amount to heirs/dependents of
‘persons who were killed during disturbances in 1966 and there-
after in the Union Territory of Mizoram. Arrangements will be
made to expeditiously disburse payment to those eligible
persons who had already applied but$% who had not been made such
-payments so far.

(o) It was noted that comsequent on verifieation

done by a join team of officers, the Government of India
had already made arrangements for payment of compensation

in respect of damage of crpps; buildings destroyed/damaged
during the acticn in Mizoram; and rental charges of buildings
aﬁd lands occupied By kte the Security Forces. There may,
however, be some claims whibh were preferved preferred by the
above team but have not yet been settled. These pending claims
will be settled expeditiously. Arrangements will also be made
for payment of pending claims of rental charges for lands/

buildings occupidd by the Security Forces.

' R.D.PRADHAN)
(LALDENGA) ome Secretar¥
on behalf of Government of India
Mizo National Front :
Date: 30th June, 1986 (LALKHAMA)
Place: NEW DELHI , Chief Secreta ry

Government of Mizoram
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SEQUEKCE : OF EVENTS

- The. Memorandum of Settlement contemplates the following
sequence of events:

1. Coming overground of MNF personnel and depositing of Arms,
- ammunition and equipment by them in accordance with the

time.bound programme as &lready agreed upon between‘the
Ministry of Home 4Affairs and the MNF delegation, |

2. The MNF Party should take immediate steps to amend its
Articles of Association to make them conform to the
provisions of law.

3{‘ Government will initiate steps for rehabilitation of MNF
personnel coming oberground.

4, After completion of attion under paragraphs (1) and (2)
above, a Constitution Amendment Bill will be introduced

in Pardgament for the grant of Statehood and other conse-
quential legislative measures to be taken upgf.

5., After the Hill becomes law preparations for delimébien
delimitation of constituencies and holding elections to the
‘State Legislature will be taken on hand when the Fresideht
is satisfied that normaley has been restored,

(JALDENGA) © (R.D.PRADHAN)

0H behalf of Home Secretary
Mizo National Front Government of India

Dated: 30th June, 1986 (LALKHAMA)

_ _ Cheif Secretary
Place: NEW DELHI Government of Mizoragp




APPEBDIX No.,- VII

~ HMAR PEOPLES' COBVENTION MEMORANDUM

To
His Excellency,
Governor of Mizoram.
Alzawl,

Your Excellency

We, the Hmars in Mizoram, have a distinct culturé,
tfadmtiqns and customs and speak a common language called
Hmar whizh is quite different in afcent and tune from the
Lushai, Pawi, Iakher, and Chakma and occupy a compact area in
the North-East bordering Manipur and Cachar of Aesam as
shown in the map provided. This area, predominantly occupied
by the Hmars, from time immemorial, can easily be treated
as a homogeneous unit for political and administrative
pﬁrposeé. Although provided under the Comstitution of India,
we are deprived of the rights and previlaged=as a memher of
minority. Thig deprivation of rights and prifileges always
place an obstacle on our way to determine our fufure and
conserve our culture and 1angmage, however rich they may be.

2. The Hmars have all along been experiancing complete
denial of fairs® treatment in all spheres of 1ife &t the hands
of the GCovernment as well as at the hands of the more advanced
community. There has, therefore, been a great imbalance in

the development 6f various tribes and communities in Mizoram
due to the lack of government's efforts to bring about an end
to this imbalance and give fair treatment and equal.opportunity
to all scheduled tribes, This disparity has given rise to
tonbion in the State and created a climate of discontent

and deppair among the linguistic minorities including the

Hmars.
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Se ' The plans and various programmes implemented so far
had done very little to meliorate the conditbons of the mino-
_rltles in general and the Hmar people in particular. The Hmars
'remained poor due to absence of concerted efforts on the part
of the Government and sympathy on the part of the mnore advanced
commnnities. While every sector of our economy has been ex
axpanding rapidly under the impact of successive Five Year

Plans, the remote hill area predominantly inhabitted by the
#Hmars alone have ndt been responding satisfectorily to the

investment made. The reason is obvious.'It is because of the
fact that the cojditions in the Hmar occupied area are really

ﬁ@@e gﬁgegftﬁransport facility and continued failure of crops
have ande the people into serious economic distrass. The

government utterly fails to provide adequate measures o
tackle the mounting situation effectively,

4o There has already been no attempt by the government

t0 bring the distrdict administamtion nearer to the people and
take precipitate action to alleviate the sufferings of the
poocr people. The Hmars are, therefore; subjected to all sorts
pf discrimination and economic exploitation at the hands of
the more adfanced communities. The district autonomy granted
to our brethren < the Pawis, the Lakhers and the Chakma is
being denied to us and as such we, finding our gloomy future,
feel the necessity of safeguarding our interest to enable us
0 keep equal peace with the more advanced communities on
matters relating to development and advancement of our culture,
traditions, chiistoms and language which are now on the verge

of extinction in Mizoram. We strongly feel that unless our #ré -
interest are protected and our rights and privilleges ensured,
we shall soon be assimilated and far lagging behind othere

in Mizoram,

5e The coming of Statehood has created new hopes and
new aspirations in the rural areas as we firmly believe that a
more constructive programmes for building the life of the
people will be intrdduced by the State government in the

right earnest. These hopes and aspirations have, however,

been belied as the State Government does not es take a lot
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of trauble to promote development of the poor people in the
North-East of Mizoram. This area is now getting more and more
isolated from the mainstream of our national life and its £
future is dim.

6;€ Ve reaffirm our ciéntinued belief in the urgent heed
to establish conditions in whith we might be able to 1ive in
peace and prosperity and work,but our own destiny devoid of
political discrimination and economic exploitation by the
more advanced communities. It has ong been our endeavour to
find our means of déveloPing our persobalities as members of _
free Indim. But we are convinced that these cheare wishes and
aspirations can be achiefed only when we are brought #ogether
uﬁder one administrative set up free from outside influence
abd cortrbl.

Te Now we feel, therefore, the necessity.of creating a
new district for the Hmars to be called Hmar Autonomous District
comprising of all the Hmare occupied areas in'the'North-East
bordering Manipur and Cachdr district of Assam to pave the

way for not only better and efficient administration ard economic

development of this backward area but also for protection of
the rights and privilleges guaranteed under the Constitution of
India and for the succesful implementation of Article No. 9

of the Mizoram Accord.

Be We, therefore, earnestly request Your Exceilency to
share, with sympathy, the difficulties tha Hmars are passing
through these days and look into the circumstances in which
we are deprived of the fruits of Independence and see thatjus-
tive is done to us to ensure social and economic advancement
of the untrbdden minority.

S. This memorandum, therefore, represents the wishes
of the Hmar people of Mizoram and makes a fervent appeal to
Your Excellency to use Your Excellency's good offices for an
early creation of a new revenue district to be called Imar
Automomous District compromising the Hmar occupied areas in
the North-Bast bordering Manipur and Cachar district of
Assam as shown in the map provided.
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On tehalf of the Hmar people of
Mizoram.

Yours Faithfully,

Te (J.B. Thanzama)
President

26 (Malsawma Ralchhun)
Gen., Secretary
MAR PEOPLES' CONVERTION
Dated: Aizawl |
5th October 1987

Copy forwarded for infofmation to -

1, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Govt. of Mimoram

"2, Hon'ble Minister of State. in-charge.
Digtrict Councils, Govt. of Mizoram,

{Halawma

(Malsawma Ralchhun)
Gen, Secretary.

HMAR PBOFPLES' CONVEBNTION,
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APPENDIX No.- VIII

MEMORANDUM OF HMIC, 1970,

MEMORANDUM OF THE MIZO PEOPLE OF MANIPUR POR THE RIGHTS
OF SOLIDARITY OF fBL THE MIZOS AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRATION
OF ALL THE MIZO INHABIBTED AREAS T0 FORM THEIR “HOMELAND®
AS INTEGRAL STATE WITHIN INDIAN UNION.

To
Shrimati Indira Gandhi,

Prime Minister of India.

Your Excellency,

' We, the Mizo people of Manipur deem it a rare
privilage to be able to submit this memorandum of ours
embodying the feelings and aspirations of the MIZ20 people
within and without Manipur and remind you the long demand
of all the Mizos for the integration of their inhabited
contiguous a reas into one administrative unit.

1. RACIAL UNITY :
WHO ARE THE MIZOS ?

The Mizos are a numerous family of tribes closely
knit together by common tradition, customs, culture, mode of
living, language and rites. They have spread over a wide area
extending far beyond in Manipur, Cachar; North Cachar and
Tripura but all contiguous with the boundary of the present
Migo District,

The MIZO people have been known under different names.,
The nomenclature 'MIZ0' denotes the whole group of all such as
Kuki, Hpar, Paite, Vaiphei, Gangte, Lushai, Zou, Simte, Ralte,
Chothe, Iakher, Pawi, Maring, Anal, Purum, Lamkang, Chiru,Kom,
Guite, etc., all closely and inseperably related to one another.
éocially, culturally, linguistically, arnd physically thus
forming a distinct ethnical units
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2. GEOGRAPHICAL CONPIGUIPY :

As stated above the Mizo people have spread over a
wide area, but all these areas have contiguity with the
present Mizo District. The Mizo peoplé live in thé Mizo
District of Assam, parts of HManipur, Tfipura, Cachar and
"HNorth Cahhar Hills Dlstrict of Agsam. All the areas inhabited

‘by them are geographically contiguous with the present Mizo
ﬁDistrict, the parent body of all their 1nhab1ted areas.

As such,'it is a great injustice that the NMizos
having tne and the same culture, speaking -one and the same
language, professing one and the same religlon,  knit togéther
by common customs and:tradition and livings in contiguous
areas should have been thrown aﬁong different. peoples amd
called and known by different names with their. Homeland
though sliced out and percelled out. of the.édjoining states
still being geographically inseperable and integrated be denied
of its integration into one administrative unit.

%z,  LINGUISPIC UBITY :

The present Indian states have been re-organised on
linguistic basis under the State Re-organisation Act 1956 e
and the bifurcation of the former bilinhual states of:
Madras into Tamil-Nadu and Andra Pradesh, Bombay into
Maharastra and Gujarat and Punjab into Punjad and'Haryana
are the evil or good attendants of the said policy.

The Mizo Peoplr of India though adattered into diverse
administrative Units, ‘also speak one and the same language
or are having closely related language with insignificant
dialectical variances. The variation among the various
dialects are so slight that all the sub-tribes could converse
'freely in their respective dialects. The scattering of the
Mizos, in different administrative Units by artificial
division has the evil effects of the DEVIDE AND RULE poliey
played by the Britishers,
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As such the 8 Mizo people of India have the inalienable
;}éﬁgato integrate themselves into one and form a Mizo State
based on language for the full realisation of their long
cherished hopes and aspirations of being integrated.

4. HISTORY OF THE DEMAND FOR MIZO INTEGRATION s

The demand of the Mizo people for integretion of
all the Mizas and the Mizo inhabited areas have been made
as far back as in April, 1947 when the Mizo Union submitted
2 memorandum to His Majesty's Government and to the Government
of India and its Constl tuent Assembly. In support of it the
Mizos of Manipur had also made a number of representations
individually and coileetively and the outstanding one’uae
made in 1964 submitting a memorandum to Shri lal Bahadur
Shastri, the then Prime Minister of India..At the convention
of the Migzo delegates at Kevnpui, Churechandpur, MEnipur, in
January, 1965, the delegatee from Manipur and Mizo District
representing all the sub=tribes of Migo formally acknowledged
their consanguinity and had also nnanimouely resolved to have
terrdtorial integrity of the areas inhabited by them into
one administrative urit. This memorendum_ie again to remind
you of the long and unfulfiled demand of the Mizos for the
integratioh tnto orne adminietrative unit.

¥ Now, after long artificial seperation of the Migos,
the time has come that the Govermment of India. should not allow
the Mizos to remain under diveree'administretive,units,inepife
of the contiguity of the areas inhabited by them if and when
the Government of India make re-organigaticn of the Hofth

East India.

5. | The need of the hour 18 the re-organieatlon of the
North Bast India as a whole and not by piecemeal solution
so as to ensure long term political:peace and administ;ative
sh-tranquility. &ny re-organisation of the area without full
appreciation of the delicate issue of the Mizo questien
will only pcstpone 1ndefinete1y any lasting, and final

political solution.
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6e The Mizo people, therefore, demand solidarity of
81X the Migzos and integration of all their inhabited areas
_of Manipur, Tripura, Cachar, Nozﬁh Cachar Distriet and
formation of a new state for these people with the Mizo
-District as the bastion to give the Migzos the maximum oppor-
tunity to attain fall growth.’ Thus all the peruliarities of
the Mizos have necessitated carving out a seperate Mizo
state if they have to be contented and be loyal ecitizens

of the Great Republie of India. In their own statey the
Mizog ean live a. neaceful life and forget their miseries,
grievances and hardships they have leng since endured.~-

On careful consideration and for reasons enumerated
_above, wve, therefore demand the creation of a eeperata Hizo
State without any further delay which would be the simplest,
‘best, and lasting solution to the probleme of ‘the Mizo people.
‘We also hopeand believe that the Government of India.ﬁould
forthwith shun their attitude of apathy adopted of being list-
less without being deaf and of speéchless without being dumd
on the matter which is'Of great and keen interesf of the
Migos of India and pay due attention to their demand - for
creation of a seperate Migo State: Leaving the qpestion of
the solution of tribal problems %6 the State's decision will
not be long term solution is enshrined in the book "Msghalaya®
by Shri Kamleshwar Sinha, which reads "In 1947 when Independence
came it was for India to built a new bridge that would span
this gulf, but in 1954 she failed in Nagaland because it wase
contented to leave the Naga problem to the Assam Goveynment.
In 1966 she failed. again in Migo Hills for the eame gelf-
game reason. In political terms the: qneation is &

Will India continue to *#we leave hills to the machinations
of Assam Politicians and let frustration take its. coursge or
will it be bold enough to take them, directly under their
own care by establishing direct link with them 7 ,.........

‘u.... Taking the cauntry as a whole, “itg territorial
integrity being assured, what does the addition of one

more State matter 2
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Yours faithfully,

84/ K.Ts lalla B.4. B.T.

84/ Holkhomang Haokip M.A. B.T.
83/ Fmangkhum Joute M.A. L.L.B.
84/ Ngulkholun Lhungdim MiA. BoT.
84/ H. Zorameiam M.A. -

8¢/ Vare, M.A. . .

sS4/ Thangkhosei Faokip B.A. B. Ed.

sa/ Ialremthang Biete M.A.

Sé/ Holkholet Lunkim.

S4/ Kaitinkhup Vaiphei M.A.

84/ S.L. Boikho Thadou M.A.

S8/ Sanglienthang H.A.

84/ P.C. Vungtea B.A.

S4/ Kapmawia Colney M.A.

Sd/ Pumkholien P. Gangte HM.A.

84/ Th. Lamboi Vaiphei M.A.

» 84/ Lalremthang Tusing ﬁ.A.(Final)

84/ Darlienthang H.d. ‘

54/ Lalpawmlien M.A.

83/ Puonkholal Thangjom M.4de- - ‘ .

S84/ Darthang Be.lde . ‘ f
Sd/ Vankhanm Pudaite B.As ;74/ g
sS4/ T. Gougin MsAs B ' L é ?;2
84/ Haokholet Ngailut. B.A. wie /%f“
'Sd/ Paojakhup Telen (Eom) M.A.

34/ Benjamin Gangte M. o ?:"i g Tl
84/ Eathau M.A. - - e eibad o - ==
8a/ L. Thanglet B.A.B.%.

Y

Copy to - t. Shri K.C. Pant.
Minister of Btate for Home Affairs¢

2 Shri. Y.B. Chavan. PFlnance Ministers

3. Shri. B.K. Nehru. Governor of Assame

4+ Shri. DeR. Eohli ICS. ILt. Governor; Hanipur.
5. Shri. 4.5. Dias. It. Governor, Tripura.






