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INTRODUCTION



1.1 Increasing efforts have been made in cur time to
redace the weight of the differences and diversity, which
has been zn outcome of the heritage of history and nature
and s8 such, this inequality is not always direetly linked
with diversily, dut it acts ar o conditioning facter which
vesults in what Freoncesco Campagnes term 'Geographic in.
Justice', Such diversities gives fise to regional distinct.
iveness, its awpreress creates a situation wherein re.
gional forces assert their identity. /is = phencmens it
emerges out of the cummalative of veristions perteining
to socio-cultural, econocmic and political spheres such as
the man-environment, linguistic, historical and cultural
forces, economic disparities, politicsal trends and

ethnic conflicts which act as catalyst in fostering re.
glonal awarencss, In its extreme form regionalisa can
assume the for=m of separstist tendences. If such movements
are ultimately crushed, the concerned region assunes

the status of 2 constituent regions as was seen in the
southern states of Americe after the civil war, Sectionist
tendencies becowe more accentusted when caltural and
territorial loyalties are conjoined, assauing the foram

of seporatisa,



Beglonzlisa csn be conceptualis<d as a malti-
aiwnsional compceite phonomsna as well a8 2 in.built
process wvithin Eationalism, This concept has come to
occupy an important position in politicel geegrephy by
virtue of its relevence in the growing complexities of
contemporary political situations prevelent today.

From a theoreticzal view paint regionalisa has
often been characterised bot!: as a doctrine as well as
a tendency implying -

1) Decentralization of sdministretion on re.
glonsl basis, |

2) A soclo~cultural counter zovement against the

fimposing of u monolithic kational anity,

3) A political counter-movement alaing to achieve
greater autononmy of sub-cultursl regions through greater
political sutoncay of s¢lf gowrn=ent within the federal

structure of & nation,

) The tendency for secparatist to fulfsll politi-
cal aspirstion of a regional group living in s spreifie

sub~caltarsl region,
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It is a modern phenomena in political geegraphy
representing idea in.action ideology, 2 social movewent
and a theoretical basis for regional planning. The ex-
isting complexities and heterogenity that exist in
space glive rise to demands for greater polltical and
economic je-centrzlisation policies, which would not
only ensure a more balanced regional development, but
also allow greater participation of the various groaps
in influencing the decision mzking and impleasntation
of policies, This reinforced the necessity to delineate
formal regions on the basis of taking into consideration
certain criteria (Mehesh Chand and V.K. Puri:1983).

Varying perspectives coald be adopted for arriving
at a better understanding of the concept of political
regionalisa froa a spatial context., Structursl approsches
subsumes seversl perspectives viz, un-even Development,
Inter Colonialism and Ethnic competition. Proponents of
this approach namely Nairn (1977), Bechter (1975) and
Ragin (1979), &ll see political regionzlisa arising a8

direct result of objective social forces (structures),

In the internzlk colonizlism, integration process
have been achievcd by the domination of a central or
core ethnic group while peripheries have been permanently
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disadvantaged or exploited and their local culture

has been threatened by the culture of the dominant group;
however the culture of the peripheries are retained and
if for some reason, the powers of the core group declines,
the former may agitate, giving rise to separatist poli-
tics. He equates 'peripheral sectionalism' with latent
separatism, Nairn on the other hand traces Nationalism
directly to the operation of the global capitalism economy,
while Ragin attributes regionalism to ethnic tension

and competition for the same rewyards and resources, as

a result of interconnectedness of the previously economic-
ally and territorially separate groups.

The Dialectical approach advocates for a relation-
ship between objective structures and human behaviour
for if the relationship between the two are ignored
then "one is condemned to reduce all behaviour to a
logical formula"( John., A, Agnew: 1981). If the former
advocates strong commitment to nationalist consciousness,
then the latter considers the possibilities of ambivalence
in political commitments, Fegionalism may also assume a
defensive. Nationalist attitude as a defensive mechanism
against the amalgamation into the mainstream and the
possible loss of culture such a process could entail.
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Finally the role of elitist and core periphery perceptives
are no less important in fostering political regionalism,
Socio-economic changes as a result of modern technologies
vhen combined with growing political aspirations can cre-
ate instabilities in a setup hitherto seen as orderly,
which necessitates the provision of new systems of coordi-
nates and as such this involves an element of centrality
denotes the seat of authority and lower as a result of
which the centre is viewed as a privileged location within
a territory assuming the seat of power msking, having
control over negotiations and resources., In reverse the
periphery 1s constrianed by its dependence on the culture
for tts well being, It has little control over its
activities and tends to have a poorly developed economy.

In geographical terms the periphery is defined
as that wvhich surrounds the centre and in political
relationships assume a subordinate role, It also exhiblts
a marginalised culture, so fragmentation and parochia-
lism becomes entrenched and as a result were able to
resist the influences of extra-mural processes of
absorption by the ever expanding centre, In stable

areas, such subordination are accepted, despite resentment
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but in anstable arcas they could creste conflicts,
tensions and confrontation, Un-even development could
accentaate = change in perception towards an establi.
shed order and rapidly changing technologleal and
econcmic scenario.

In the communicational-cybernetic power systenm,
several power centres emerge in bierarchicasl order
branching ocat to an ultimate suthority and if commands
flow from centre to ilts peripheries, then information
travels in the reverse order. As cpposed to this con.
cept, functionalist - normative view of Darkhiea and
Parson, wvhere power is replaced by collective moral
congensus on shered norss and values and such & society
i® besed on commonality or immaterizl elements sach
88 images and moral codes, There was no meaningful centre.
periphery differentiation in primitive societies bat
the emergence of urban civilization and network of central
place, = polarization between the two rose, glving way
to the cybvernetic socliety,

On & global scale regionalisa can be conslidered
a8 a voluntary grouping or sssoclation of three or more
states with the ultimate purpose of foraing a unified



-7-

political entity, for defensive arrangements but vent
on later to produce cooperations in cther spheres, On
a Smaller scale i1t takes the form of process or pheno-
wena operating &t the national level.

| Territorial integration by historians have 1laid
emphasis only on the cycles of consequents and aggre.
gation, expire bullding and as such have not stressed
on the ethmically or culturally homogenouws regions, In
ancient times, people's primary large-group loyalties
were the clan and tribe, They were defined by the socisal
group into wvhich they were born and there was a close
identification with their territory. with the interregnum
of feudalism, smaller political structures in the foram
of medern nations finally emerged, [his was characterised
by incorporation of new domains, as a result, politically
sbounded territories came to define the people,

‘ A persistent threasd in international politics
during the last half of the twentieth centumry both in
developed and developing nations, was the growing in-
portance of regionalisa, Kegional concerns and interest
aere being rais~d a8 cultures ani groups are deliberately
or unintentionally being excluded froa the existing
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governnent’s econoaic and social policies and a8 such,
it has resulted in disenchanted groups lgtung greater
political reprusentation and territorial comtrol over
their destiny (Stanley D, Brumn : 1981),

| Such demands have been recognised ic Cansda among
| native Amsricans, the French speaking s>ctiois of mece-,
Basques in Gpain etec, Such demands way represent varying
views, In Frange it represents greaster de.centralisetion
and in dritain, it verges on local sa, a8 1t goee vay
beyond the traditional differences betwecn lrelend,
Males, Bcotlend and Englend., Euch dewmanis wmust clther
assume nofi.violent postures as in Jusbec or of s violent
nature &# in Spain and India, It may transcend internstional
boundaries if ethnlecity an: rellgion forws the basis for
such demanis,

Rnnmnai in the Indisn context generally refers
to assertion of distinct ethnic, ling.lstic or econoalc
interest by various groups within the union, Kegionalise
threstens to balkanis: the country and in India it has

assumed eainly three forss.
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1) Demand of the people of certain areas for separate
statehood,

2) Demands of people of certain union territories for
fall fled;ed statehood.,

3) Pemamd of pecople of certain areas for secession from
the union, (Dr. Satysbrata iisi Chowdhari : 1993).

Territoriel identity can be reinforced by terri-
torial exclusiveness wvhich aidvocates for special claiam
of the indigenocus population to first claia i= employment,
school, housing, position in the sdainistrative services
and even the contirol of state political systeam,

Rise and growth of regionalisa is rooted in the
failure of the national political systems to zeet the
aspirations of the people. {he ever widening chasm between
the privileged and the not so privileged societies in the
country is tre root cause of inter-ethnic, inter-comunal
and inter-regional conflicts which charscterisecs regionalisa,
The role of political 'partlies and reglonal ellites cannot
be ignored &s they often attempt to promote regional issues
and understate national ones, In liagaland an extreze fora
of regionalisa d:-veloped, which attained the status of a
full-fledged insurgent movement by the late 1950's, In.
creased social contact and education gave rise to the
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emmergence of the middle class who spear headed the _
PanXNaga solidarity movement, msking it one of the oldest -
of its kind in the country as well as one of the most

organised mass.based movement,

1.3 MENT OF THE 3

Geographical isolation of the study area gave
rise to historical traditionalism and cultaral distinct.-
iveness, which generated a sense of attachment of the
people with the interest of local significance, The
implications of such entrenched individualism and ethno-
centrism has wider dimensions and could be identified
at two levels, At the first level , exists a perceived
notion of negligence by the central government, which
has been compounded by the harsh economic realities and
a decisive culturel distinctiveness, resulting in
only partial assimilation into the mainstream. Such
conflicts were perpetuated in the form of separatist
tendencies, At the secondary level un-equal participation
in the powers and wealth of the state and the ensuing
competition among the various contending groups and
marginalisation of minorities gives rise to dissatisfaction
which could generate ethnic conflict and social stratifi-

cation along economic lines,

-
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1.% QIJECTIWS OF TH STUDX.

Based on the above ba¢kground attempts will be
made -

1) To evolve a framevork for understanding the historical
evolution of regionaliswa in the state of Nagaland,

2) To understand the changing political processes and
regionalism in the state,

3) To Mﬂtaﬂd the process of the transfer of power from
traditional political setup to the modern state apparatus,

%) To highlight the relationship between the lopsided
nature of oorilo-qconouc development and the consoli-.
dation of regionalist forces, -

5) To undersiand the natare of socio-cultural changes
lmluding. the process of 'dc-tribausn nnd energence

of extreme fora of trib‘ausa to re.assert the same,

1.5 DEONESID.:

The physiographic distinctiveness of micro regions
provides the basis for the emergence of numercus socio-
caltural group® in Rageland, with minimum interaction
in the area, but once these isolated caltural entities
vere confronted by a larger soclo-cultaral group like
the pen-indian citure then the procdsses of assimilation
is likely to giw rise to an extreme form of regionalism,
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Further it 1s slmost equi-distant from the tri-junction
of the IndoLhina - Burme - Bangladesh in the south,

The region is cheracterised by high hills, sharp
crest ridges, deep gorges and narrov valleys and dissect.
ed by a number of seasonal and perennial rivers, To the
east lies the Naga Range which forms the water.shed
between India end Burme, Saramati is the highest peak
(3,048 @), in the Noga range, while Japvo '2,999m) is
the highest in the Kohima hills,

Climatically there appears to be some degree of
spatial variations ranging from sub-montane temperate in
the east to sub-tropical in the west, In general the
altitudes vary between 194m and 3,048u.

For administrative purpose, the area has been
divided into seven districts, twenty-two sub-divisions
and twenty.eight C.D. Blocks, with approximately 1,112 villages
and seven towns and Kohima as its eapital.

The total population according to the 1981 census
was 7,7%,930 which stands at 12,15,573 according to 1991
census showing an increase of 56.86% and a density of
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73 persons per sq. Km. The population is heterogenous
in character with ac many as 16 different tribes speaking
different dialects,

The sex-ratio was 890 females per 1000 mles in
1981, while the literacy rate was 51.09% according to
1991 census, The literacy rate is comparatively higher
anong the males (56,05%) while the female literacy rate
stands at 45,527,

The dominant religion is Christianity (80.21%) in
1981, The Eindu popalation vhich comés in second,is a
‘“ 1“.3&. |

The state has a dominant agririan economy wvith
72.36% of the population employed im thir sector. Agri-
culture is pre-dominantly Jham in nature with terrace
cultivation confined to areas where it is feasible, The
potentiality of resources are yet to be fally realised
and tapped, in addition the inadequate infra.structaral
facilities deter progress and satsifactory economic
development in t he region,

1.7 RATA BAST 4D MTHOOLOGY,

The datas used in the present study were collected
from secondary sourcee, such ss census report and statistical
handbooks. Published and unpublished literstare and report
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also provided valuable information, bat the study wvas
handicaped by the lack of adeguate data, hence the seven
districts were cho sen as units to stady the levels of
development and the regional disparities, To measure the
level of development sixteen indicators were selected
based on resource, agricultare, industry ond social aseni.
ties, The composite index for these respective categories
vere computed ausing the following foraala:

Composite index = uﬁ-':')

¥hen X = Unit variable
X = mean of a number of varisbles
€D = standard deviation of the sam of the
date,
Finally the respective composite indicies for the various
categories were added to arrive at the overagll level of
development in the state, Cartographic technigues have been
used to represent the datas,

1.6 LITEEATIE SURVIX:

Although a saubstantial amount of literature is
available on the present theme, a= it has clear inter.
disciplinary connections nevertheless, specific literature
pertaining to the region hss been limited, A 1list of books
wvhich bave provided useful information have been referred
below.
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John A, Agnew in his article, "Structural and Dialecticel
theories of politicel regionalisa™ (in the book, Palitical
Stadles Lrou Sopatial Perspectives edited Alan D.Burnett and
Peter J.Taylor, 1981) reviewe two contrasting theoretical
aporoaches to explain political regionalism, The structaural
theorics saubsumes yneven development, Internsl Colonialism,
ethnic competitiveness while the Dialecticzl appreaches
focuses on the roots of political action, euphasising the
relationzhip betwe n objective structures and humsn beha-
vioar and the possible existence of aubivalent political
comnktments of the peripheral groups are examined, As
oppesed to this view is tie overvhelming comitaent of
people to Hational coneclousness &8 the structural theory
of Hector would prediet.

"Etbplcity and Sation - Bullding in Sogth Asias™
by Uralla Phadnis . (1990). In the chapter "Ethnic Separs-
tisa in NorthLast India™ 1s of the opinion that soparatist
movéments in this region is due to an assertion of tribal
group identity and distinctiveness, a protest against thelr
assiailation vis-a.vis the 'mainstrean, Geogrephical linkages
coupled with the tribal affinities across the various states
in the area, made pos=ible mllitent group inter.sction
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possible, All of them seem to have one thing in common,
vhich is an acute sense of relative deprivation and
grievance vis.a.vis the institutions of power and autho-
rity at the local and central levels,

Francesco Compagna and Calogero Muscara in his
article "Regionalism and social change in Italy” (in the

book Centre apd Periphery: Spatisl Veristions iu Politics
edited by Jean Gottmann - 1980).

They attribute the 'conditiocning' of geographical variation
which results in videspread 'Geographic injustice' to the
development of regionalism, Despite regional variations

in Italy, the rapid industrizlisation in the north, attracted
migrants in large numbers froam the relatively less deve-
loped southern regions and as a result their vas amalgea-
mation of the various cultares, promoting homogenity of the
population,

Richard Mair (1975) “Hodern Political Geography"

Discussions pertaining to the 'maze of contradictions'
vwith regards to literature on core areas is mentioned in
the chapter 'political regions and structure' ., De Blos
regards the core areas as 'every eadequately functioning
state systems includes,... a core area,’

On the other hand Hartshorne thought ' a core area is

of
neither sufficient nor essential te the evolaution

state or nation’,



“Centre and Peripherv" A Case Study of Spatial Variations
in Politics in India with Special Reference to the North.

East India - Regional Seminar Paper presented at the
Mizoram Campus, 1988,

It was suggested that stable areas promote a healthy
relationship, while unstable areas are prone to conflicts,
To cnsure a healthy relationship, there ha: to be equal
participation in the economy and even distribution of its
resources, Literature relating to the history, culture

and economy has provided a better understandigg of the
arca and its problems, Professor E, E, Essien Udonm attri-
butes uneven econounic development in Africa to the interest
articulation factor providing an added dimension to the
alréady coumplicated and complex situation in the region,

Arun K. Chatterjee "Sociologicazl Context of Fegionalism
in Indiaz: A Conceptual Framework"

The aathor discusses the concepts, structure, objectives,
and determinants which influence the forces of regionalism,
He cites the factors such as ManEnvironment, Historiecal,
Cultural linguism and political factors which act as deter-
minants,
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Harm, J.de b11] "Syntematic Political Geography*.

The asuthor provides inforaation as to the origin of the
Core! concept as defined by hatzel, Whittlecey ete, It
was Ratzel who first defined this reality in politico-
geographical terms as 'territorial cell', vespite the
variations and differences both Ratzel and Whittlscey
attributed the core to petain certain qualities such as
density of population, good network of transport and
coawnication as well as belng the exact location from
vherve the state orginated, thereby differentioting from
the peripherial areas surrounding the core.

1.9 CHAPTEL ISATICN .

The present study has be<n divided into 6 chapters
whese® main components are as follows,

Chepter one deals with the development of the
concept of regionalism and its adaptation in the state

of Nagaland.

Chapter tvo gives an account of the geographical
mileau and the characteristics of the stuijy arez speci.
fically the size, density, growth of the ponulatidn,
soclo-demographic features viz, religion and literacy
rate, |
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Chapter three discusses the socio-economic and
cultural mileau of the area, with emphasis on cultural
attributes and the linguistic regions,

Chapter four deals with the political development,
electoral participation, and its role in the emergence
of regionalism,

Chapter five examines the development of Insurgency
in the region, its continuation and hence the impact of
the movement on study area as well as its impact on the

surrounding territories,

Chapter six includes the summary of the main findings
of the study.
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CHAPTER = 1%

GEOGRAPHIC AL MILEAU OF NAGALAND$
CHARM TERISIICS OF THE SIUDY ARBAe



The state of Nagaland is one of the eastern most

states of the Indian Union, Spread over an area of 16,488
8q.Km, .1.'t is e third smalliest state in the country (the
first and second being Sikkim and Tripura respectively).
Located between 25° 6' N and 27° &' N latitude =nd between
93° 20' E and 95° 15 longitude. It amccounts for 0.52% of
the total area of the country. It 1is bordered on the vwest
by Assam, Arunac¢hal pradesh on the north, Manipur in the
south and Myanmar to its east, This unique location making
the state, 1s strategically significant; it is azlmost
equidistant from the trijunctions of Indo-China-Myanmar in
the north east and Indo-iMyanmar Bangladesh in the south.

' _ The area is characterised by high hills and narrow
valieys, forming a mountain system that extends from the
Chittagong hill tracts to the rPatkal mountains as a point,
- where the range 1ls joined by north-eastern off-shoots of
the Himalayas., It adjoins a part of the Chin hills and
Arskan Yuma system., Geographically the terraine can be
divided into 3, North East_South West trending longitudinal

segments,
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.{1) The hill ranges in the east
(2) Medium to high hill ranges in the intermedi.
ate zone,

(3) The outer foot hill areas in the vest,

The altitude varies between 110 mstres . 384
wetres abowe sea level, The outer foot-hill areas which
rise from the plains of Assam in the Western part of the
state are the aress of lowest elevation in the three
seguents, The agltitude in the ocuter foot hills varies
from 110 mstres to 600 metres, The altituije declines in
the western extreme, civing way to flat, lov lands, To
the end of the outer foot-hills lies the intermsdiate
gone char-cterised by continous hilly ranges with altituade
ranging from 600 métres to 1,200 mestres, These hill ranges
run through the central portion of the state with a
north.east to south.west alingment., The esstern part of
the state is dominated by rugged terrain and lofty hills,

The Patkai range traverses the extremss vestern
region, It attains an height of 3,840 metres at mount
Earanatl and termss a watershed between India and Myanmsr
the Barall range enters the state at the south.west

corner, traversing in a northerly direction through the
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west of Kohima, with mount Japvo as the highest pesk
(301 netres), The Berall range is connected to the Patkail
by smaller renges, One such range runs in 2 south-sastern
dxrectlosz; which later assumes an easterly trend, The
second runge takes a Zig-sag course, joining the first
renge at Mao and chosses Patkal range in the eastern

part of Tuensang,

M are a nasber 'or valleys located with en
average altituie of 300 metres, The isportaat ones
are the (1) Ghespani valley (2) Merepami valiey (3) Bhardars
valley (i) Tsurang valley (5) lakhuni wvalley (6) Tiru valley.

The Ghaspani velley iz located in tre south western
pert of the state(Xobimm district) while the 4@rapani and
Bhandari valleys are situated in the mid-western district
of ¥okba, To the nortr of Merapani vailey lies the valley
of lakbuni, These valleys lle in the ‘fokokehang district.
The Tira valley also cslled Tirupathar is situated in the
Mon district, It is cowered by thick forest, Ihe rugged
topography makes the ares in-acce:zsible, It becomes more
4ifficult by presence of streams snd rivers, |

2.2 BAJIAE .

The state is dissected by both scason snd peremniel
rivers, The four most important rivers are Doyamg, Kikhu,
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Dhansiri and Tizu. All have dendritic pattern, while the
former three rivers flow into the Brahmputra, Tizu flows
into Chindwin in Burma,

Doyang is incidentally the longest river in the
region originating at Japoo near the northern slope of
Manipur, This river serves =s boundries to the territo-
ries of the various Naga tribes, It flows through the
Angami territory flowing east of the Rengma area, northwardis
towards the Sema district finally pessing VWokha as it
finally flows into Dhansiri, Doyang has two tributaries,
the Chibu and Nzhu, Dikhu river originates in the central
part of the state, traversing north along the boundaries
of Mokokchung and Tuensang district, an important tribatary
being Yangyu which joins Dikhu in the north, before it
flovs into the Brahmputra, Dhansiri originates in a point
south west of Kohima district serving as a boundary between
the state and North Cachar and later flows into the Brahmaputra,

Tizu: The Tizu is perhaps the only east flowing river orie
ginating in the central part of the State, It assumes a
south.eaz terly course, where it is joined by Zunki an
important tributary, finally it flows into tihe Chindwin
river in Burma. Mulak river flows through the Ao arch and
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is joined by Tsurang before it flows into the Brahmputra,
where it is locally known as Jhanji river,

Besjides these rivers there are a nawber of rain.
fed rivalets, whose beds reaains dry in the dry season,
Two importsnt natural lskes sre Amoklushi and Yimyu
Avatsung both located in the Ao ares,

2.3  CLIMATE:

The climate shows some degree of spatial varia.
tion, It ranges from a varms sub-tropicel in the foot.hills,
in the mid-slopes and lower ranges of the western flank,
it is amoderate submontane, In the western part of the
state the climmte is of the cold and temperate type,

The temperature varies froz 5°; to zs”c. ¥Winter are cold
and occurance of snov and frost in certain arees are not
uncoamon, ihe monsSoon sSeason begins in May and continues
till sboat October, The snnaal average rainfall is

recorded at 200 ca, o 250 ¢m, Four seascns can be generally
identified:

a) Winter which begins in Deceamber and continues

till about February,

b) Pre.monsoon which begins in the aonth of Hareh

and continues to April.
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¢) Monsoon which begins in the month of May and
ends in September.

d4) Retreating Momsoon which begins in October and
continues to Hovember,

The winter asnd summer seasons dominate a major part of the
year while spring and aatum are short lived, January

has been recorded as the coldest month in the state, while
the months of July and August have recorded the heaviest
rainfall, The humidity at an average reaches 85% to 95%.
The retreating Monsoon months mark the most pleasant season,
when the weather as a whole is cloudless and cool.

2.%  SOIL AND VIGITATION.

As tyopical of mountaneous terrsine, the state has
in genersl poor soil cover with the exception of the valleys
along the foot-hills owing to the torrential rain, rapid
erosion which is further aggravated by the practice of
Jhuan cultivation ani emeessive logging in recent years,

Soll con be broadly classified into -
A) Allaviel Toil
B) Residuzl Soil - .



.

The former includes the recent alluvium(enisol), eld  ~
alluvium(oxizols), mountain soil. Entisols ocecur
mostly in the western and south.western part of the-state: r
014 elluvium is found in north.west Nagaland, while
mountain soil occurs in the valley areas(central and
eastern), Fertile zlluwial solls are confined to the

low lying areas. Residual solls vhich are porous in

nature are found in most parts of the state. Residual

scils are laterite brown forest soils and podzolic,

The combined effect of the soll, climate and altitude

have a stimulating effect on thevwgetation which 1is

highly diversified, Basically four forest types have

been identified and they are :

(1) Sub-toropical evergreen rain forest

(2) Sub-tropical moist deciduous forest
including bamboo,

(3) Temperate evergreen highland forest.

(%) Coniferous forest,

The subetropical moist deciduous forest is
found mainly in the western part of the state, vhich

encompasses the lowest altitude areas in the region,
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Sub-tropical evergreen forest is comcentrated in the north
west, while coniferous forest are confined to the high
altitude areas in the south.east, Certsin areas have been
demarcated as reserved forest namely Intanki, Rangepar and
Singphan, Of late the government has made an effort to
bring more areas under reserved forest,

2.5 HEERAL BISOURCTS.

Although the state is endowed with mineral resources,
it's potentialities have not been ascertained so far, as
no proper exploitation or tapoing of resourees have been
seriously undertsken particalarly in the eastern part of
the state, Coal is wkned at the Borjan in the Saffrai areas,
it also occurs at Jhanjl and Desal valley, 13 and 32 Km
south of Nazira respectively. Saaller deposits have been
found in the district of Mokokchung in and around the
villages of lakhuni, Merinokpu and in the wokha district

as well,

Iron, Chromium - nickel - ccobelt bearing magnetite
end clay deposits have been found in phek and Tuemsang
districts, Bui.du these petroleum has beem found in the
Champeng oll flelds in the Wokha district (40O tonnes of
crude oil per day) and in the Changki Satsuk areas in the
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district of Mokokchung, Building materials such as
slate, sandstones of good quality have been mined

in the Tuensang district, Asbestos,magnesite,talc,marble
and chromite are some of the other minerals found in
abundance in the state,

Besed on the terrain conditions and the geography
of the state, the human interaction and activities can
be assessed and the region could be divided into easily
accessible, less accessible and least accessible andas,
Areas situated at a lower altitude are the easily accessi.
ble areas,while higher ragged terrain forms the less

accessible zones,

A situation that is typical of inaccessible,
isolated areas are the lack of the much needed technolo-
gical impulses or transferance of progressive ideas, as
a result of inadequate communication linkages, This has
conditioned a feeling of exclusiveness and individuality,
As a result of which such areas have resisted the processes

of absorption into the mainstreanm,

The physiography has been largely instrumental in
shaping the human landscape., Kivers had long served as
a natural territorial boundaries of the various tribes,
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while the hill tops influenced the sitings of settlement,
as its inaccessibility provided maximum protection against
aggressive neighbours,

The river boyand separates the Angasmi and Rengma
territories, flowing northwards the river demarcates the
territories of the Lothas and the Semas before flowing
into the river Dhansiri, The river Dikhu separates the Acs
and the eastern Nagas, while the Zeliangs and Angamis are
separated by the tributeries of Dhansiri, The Semas are
confined between the Doyang (which separates them from
the Rengmas on the west) and river Tizu (from the Yimchunger
on the east).

Areas which are below an altitude of 400 metres
are occupied by thc Zeliang, western Sema, western Lothas
and Aos. The central portion of the state which falls in
the category of 800-1200 metres is occupied by the Angamis,
Rengmas, Lothas, Upper Konyaks and Sangtam tribes, The
south-eastern part of the state which is more rugged is
awccupied by the Chakhesang, Pochury,Yimchunger, Chang and
Upper Konyak. It can be inferred that the natural micro
regions have ihfluenced not only the spatial distribution
of the various tribes but has also restricted movement
and interaction, As a result of which the various tribes
after having settled down, acquired distinch characteristics,
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Cancluslion.

- Geographical inaccessibility posed by the rugged
terraine led to the 'isolstiou' of the various Naga jribes,
thereby evolving district soclo-~cultural traits, This
'isolation' restricted social inter-action,encouraging
‘individuslisa’, as reflected in the formation of self.
containes soverign political units, that were the highest
political organisation and to whoa its mewmbers owed ulti-
mte alliegence. ‘uch individualitic tendencies emerge
in the course of ethnic conflict, posing a threat to
'solidarity! snd ultimetely the political §tab111t.y of
the region, B |



The state is an area of 'Relative Isolation'.

It is inhabited by various Naga groups who together
constitute 84X of the state population. There are more
than sixteen major tribes who constitute the tribal
population and a relatively large 'non-tribal' section
of which the Hindi speaking form the largest section,

Followed by the Bengalis, Assamese and several minor
communities,

The total population is estimated to be 1,215,573
according to 1991 census, It is distributed over an area
of 16,579 sq.km. This is 0.5% and 0.14% area and popula-
tion of the country's total.

It is ranked 22nd on an all India basis and 5th
in North east, The density of population has increased
from 47 per sq.km to 73 sq.Km as agalnst the national
average of 267 per sq.km in 1991, Table -1 shows the
districtwise break up of total area, population and
density for 1991,



Iable -1
t e Area
and Depgity
' ] '
Districts : Area in sq.Km, | Population : Density
Kohima 4,081,400 979 98
Phek . 2,026.00 101823 50
'wokha 1,628.00 82394 51
Zunheboto " 1,255.00 . 97933 78
 Mokokchung 1,615.00 156207 . 97
Tuensang © W,228.00 - 232972 55
Mon . 1,986.00 150065 &

Total 16,570.00 1215573 73

8ource: Population census report ,1991,

The above table shows that the districts of Tuensang and
xém:-a have the largest percentage of land proportion of
population in 1991 period.
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Mokokchung which is much smaller in area than
Wikha, Phek and Mon has incidentally a larger population,
Areas which fall under the attraction areas by virtue of
its well developed infrastructural facilities show higher
density of population,

2.6.2 SLX RATIO,

Aecording to 1991 census, out of a total of
1215573 persons 63¥3273 are males and 572,300 females,
vhich means that there are 890 females for every 1000 males,
as against the all India average of 929 females, Table - 2
. shows the sex ratio of different districts

in 1991,
Iable - 2
Sex fatlo in Nagalapd in 1991
L

Districts : Females per 1000 males,
Kohima 871

Phek 879
Zunheboto 931
Wokha 927
Mokokechung 916
Tuensang 890

Mon 870

Total 890
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The district of Zunheboto accounted for the
highest sex ratio of 931. The general pattern which
emerges from the study is that areas which offers fewes
incentives to migrants has a relatively higher female
sex ratio, while areas which provides a geeater employ-
ment potentiality has a higher male ratio, therefore
it upsets the sex ratio, Higher female mortality rate
could be yet another reason, ’

2.6.3 IRBAN _RUHAL,

The population is dominated by rural sector. In
1991 the urban population stands at 238591 person, while
the raral is 948351, Increase in urban poiulation since
1981 (120234 persons) was due to the creation of newer

urban centres.

Migration and increase in literacy rate has meant
that the prospects of youths, particularly rural dwellers
has increased which explains a rise in the urban population.
Table - 3 illustrates the urban - rural populatinn district-

wise for 1991,_
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2akle -3 ‘

r lze
Bistricts Rural - - @Unban Total
Kohima - 31403 M1728 394179
Phek © 101823 - 101823
Zunheboto SR 68166 19099 97933
Wokha 69471 16632 82394
Mok okchung 116862 18720 156207
Tuensang . =~ 19044 22330 232972
Mon 1 8w588 27082 150065

Total 948351 238591 1215573

Source: Ststistical Handbook of Nagaland,1991.
2.6+ GROWTH PATTERNS OF POPULATION,

Population growth places constraints on the aval-
lable resources of en arees, economic development and social
environment in short. Table W4 show the

increase in population over the tenyears,



Table - &

(1901- 1991 )
Year Persons Percentage in decadel varia-
tions.
1901 101550 -
1911 149038 +47.76
1921 158801 + 6,55
1931 178844 +12.62
19%1 189641 + 6.0%
1951 212985 + 8.60
1961 369200 +1%,07
1971 516449 +39.88
1981 774930 +50.05
1991 1215573 +56.86

Source; Statistical handbook of Nagaiand, 1991.
2,6.5 S0CIAL COMPOSITION:

Prior to the coming of the British, the area had
little contact with the other parts of the country and
continued to do so as 2 result of the non-interviention
policy of the colonialised, With the erealion of the state
in 1963 the area experienced a great influx of migrants,
who were attracted by the developmental progress and em-
ployment opportunities, add to the diversity of populaii on.
Table-H illustrates the percentage of migrants
from different parts of the country according to 1991 census.



of the Country (1981)

1
S1 ' State/U.T

)
Persons ' % to total number of

- e - =

llo.: Other Areas Migrated :persom.
1. Andhra Pradesh 296 0.6
2, Assam 10,000 20.40
3. Bihar 7,598 15.3%
4, Gujarat 11 0.03
5. Haryana 625 1.26
6. Himschal Pradesh 313 0.63
7. Jammu & Kashmir 146 0.29
8. Kerala 2,157 %.35
9. Madhya Pradesh 299 0.60
10. Maharésira 102 .20
11. Manipur 3,006 1.15
12. Meghalaya 569 0.18
13. Mysore 95 0.83

1%, Orissa 411 1.75



15. Punjab 8¢
16, Eajesthan 1,316
17. Sikkim s
18, Tamil Nadu W12
19. Trioura . .36
20. U.p. | 6,85
21. West Bengal 1,784
22. U,Territories 187
23. Countries beyond India:
(a) Burma R 114
(b) Nepal '9,276
(c) Bangladesh 1,979
© (d) Others " 385

e

T i -
Y :

Table -5(contd... ;) SR

(]

S1 ' State/U.T.
' Fa

[)
: Persons : % to total number of

re

2,66

0.09
0.8

0.73
13.86
3.61
0.37

0.63

10.74
.00
0.77

R N

Migration froa State/Union territories ani countries

beyond India to Nagaland 1971,

Census of India 1971,Nagaland series 15 part II D.Migration

"Tables..

Table —5 - «-‘ﬁ;\fv/ } -

show that the maximum migrants were

from Assam while the least were from Uujarat, The migrants

are concentrated around Kohima and Mokokchung districts,



Iable - 6
B ) than acss
Schedule Tribes | Population
Garo %72
Kacharis 7212
Kuki 9339
Mikir o

Source: Statistical handbook 1990,

Apart from the various Naga groups several Tribals live
in the state, such as the Kukis, who foru the largest non-
Naga tribal population (9839), followed by the Kacharies
and the Mikirs, (Table 6, shows schedule tribe population
other than Wagas in the State), The important non-tribal
population comsprises of the Hindi speakers with 46.09%,
followed by the Assamese, Bengall and Malayalam, while

the Telugu community forms the smallest section, Table . 7
shows the linguistic distribution district wise for 1981.



Ristribubion of Iinguistic Groups Specified ip the 8th

Schedule, District wise(1981)
R [ [] t [) i i 1 1
District g Total :'Assamse :Bengall: Hindi; bhlayalam: Orissa:PunJab :Ialll :Telugu :Othors
Kohima 24619 1743 26,78 43.75 %.59 1.75 2.38 1.3% 0.8% 1.1%
)
Mokoke hung 8423 13.23 10.0% 57.56 9.20 0.87 %.89 1.35 0.90 1. &
]
Tuensang 4777 24,35 22,53 37.99 8.98 .04 3.52 0.50 0.23 0.98
Nagaland 37819 17.35 22.69 6.18 1,46 3.08 1.27 0.78 1.13

Source; Census of India 1971; Nagaland series 15,part 3,
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The Distriwise distribution of linguistic groups in the
districts of Nagaland shows that the District of Kohime
alone has 65,09% the total. It is followed by Mokokechung
with 22,27% while Tuensang has the least concentration of
non-tribal population, which is 12,63, The reason for this
may be due to the remotness of the ares and the nature of

topography.

The tribal population is dominate accounting for
84% of the total population, representing 1.26; of the
schedule tribe population of the country and occupies the
second position after Mizoram, Teble - 8 shows the schedule
tribe population in the various districts,

fgble - 8
Ristribution of Schedule Tribe Population in the State
(Ristrict-wise Sreak-up (1991)
Districts Percentage of Tribal population
to tokal population.

Kohima 65.53
Phek 93.5%
Wokha 94.39
Zunheboto 95.23
Mokoke hung 91.56
Tuensang 93.46
lon 89.3%

Total 84%.00
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aunheboto has the largest concentration of tribal population
which stands at 95.23%, while Kohima has the lowest which
is 65.53% wherein the Dimnpur sardar has the lowest tribal
nopulation, It is apparent that areas vhich are adjacent

to the, plains account for a greater diversity of population,
as & result of interaction, and gencrally having a better
infra-structure as opposed to districts in the interior
having inalequate facilitieszs which wvould hardly be conge-
wial for rapid economic progress (1less commerce viability;
low density of population reduces the market potentiality,
terrain hinders smooth transportaticn),

2,6,6 RELICION COMPOSITION.

The popple are pre-dominantly Christians, with a
larger proportion of the population bein; Baptist, while
catholics constitutes only a fraction of the toteal, In
1971, the christian population was 66,76%, which increased
to 80.21% by 1991. The second largest religious group are
the Hindus who constitute 1%,.36%, Muslims form 1.52%, while
the Buddhist comprise less than 1%, The tribals vere formerly
animist who were converted to christianmity by the Awerican
Baptist Missionaries, which explains the dominance of
christians in the State, Table -9 shows the Distribation of

religious groups in the state, on a district basis for 1981,
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' N i
District 'Hindus "Muslims KChristi-Stikhs ‘Buddhist ' Others
] {

ans '
Kohima 75879 9272 149259 162 232 14239
Phek 4476 226 63465 - 20 2405
Zunheboto 253 203 52897 19 58 lly
Wokha Lol 200 58350 - 11 38k
}églzokch- 651k 829 96364 W9 128 279
Tuensang 10830 Lol 136509 48 36 L1 1
Mon 6992 582 4746 30 32 6553

<

Source: Statistical Handbook of Nagaland,

Districts such as Mon, Taensang have a very high concentration
of religious groups other than Christianity, Hindu etc. Con-
version was a relatively recent phenomena as compared to other
areas, Mach of the. impact of missionamy activities was felt
in the accessible regions, while the interiors had been left
virtually untouched, until the Naga micsionaries took up the
task, hovever a small section remain animist in the interiors,

~ The first Christian church was established at Moulung
village, in the district of Mokokchung in the year 1862 and
thereafter spread to other Ao areas and Naga Hills. Horam(1975)
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is of the view that the Naga religion which abounds in taboos
and Christianity which also laid down strict rules, meant
that the conwerts change of faith were tne wmere exchange of
e sct of taboos for another, This explains why the Nagas
embraced Christianity so easily, in & soclety that flercely
resisted every allen penctration (Non-.avallability of data
for 1991, ampelled, the use of 1981 dats),

2.6.8 LITFRACY RATF,

levels of education and its growth has a direct impact
on development, standard of living and is charscterised by
the broad outlook and modern ide=ss, Thereféw analysis of
the literacy levels and i(ts rat- perhaps continues to be
one of the most important indicators of developaent,

Iraditiona Institutions.,

The Morung or youth dormitory; is typically a huge
building, wrich dominates a iaga ¥llage, Its importance
varies froa tribe to tribe and fuifills various functions,
It is not only a sleeping place for the unmarried men
in earlier days, but elso serwed =8 guard house, Its most
important function was its rolc as an education centre,
wvhere indoctrination of soclal values was performed verdally,
In a sense it could be conslidered a school, since young






people learnt aboat socizl practices and belief froz their
elders, It acted as a training ground for one's future and
it is said that individuals retained life long connection
with the Morung.

¥With the advent of the British in the Naga Hills,
the missionaries followed, Initially the administrators
were suspicious of their intention but realising the bent-
fits of their intrrvention, allowed them to carry out
velfare and such other sctivities simultaneocusly, (the
sdainistrators faced severe opposition from the Nages which
made soclial sctiyities and administration extremely difficult
and expensive),

Though the primary objective of the missionaries was
to preach the gospel, simultaneocusly education was initiated,
They started educational projects vhere ever they went so
mich so, that the missién centres grev into fimportant centres
of education, The centre at Impur in the district of Mokokchung
was then the best educational centre, It is said that it
ettracted students from all over the state, Pgesunably edu.-
cation was made important so as to enable the illiterate
tribals to read the scriptures, wvhich indirectly helped
in the spread of Christianity and at the saome tiwme, enabled
and at the same time enabled the administrators to consoli-
date their control over the hil.s areas effectively.(than all
their military force had previously achieved),



Initially the missionaries set ap echools hat with the
increase in number of students, Wllages set up thelr own
schools, sanctiioned by the funds raised from witiin their
villege, However there were no segondary schools in the
hills till the end of the Ninteéth centuery, which compelled
the student to pursu ¢ their studles in Assam, Substantial
progress was made only after the emergence of state in
1963 prior to this period in 1901 the literscy rate was only
1.03%, 48 a result of the pvernmcnt irdtiatives, literscy
rate in the state increeased significantly., In 19b1, the
percentage of literacy was only 5.08%, vwhick increased to
§52% in 1991, as against the All India rate of 36,23%. This
places the state in a second position in the North-East
behind Migoram,

The district of Mokokchung has the highest rate of
literacy in the state, which is an impressive 68.53% in 1991,
fer above the other districts., This is probably due to the
fact that the Aos were the first to receive the benffits of
education and christizsnity and as a result had an added
alvantased over the other tribes, Table.10 shows the
district wise breszk up of literacy rate for the year 1991,
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aable - 10 |

literacy Rate ( District wilse break up J.

Districts , % to t otal populatimn in 1991,
Kohima - . = - 56,19
Phek - . 5159
Zunheboto ; . 52,84
Wokha - 59.35
Mokokc hung | - 68,53
Tuensang o o hoW53
Total o o 51.09

Source: Statistical handbook of Nagaland (provisional)

The rapid progress made in the spheres of modern educational
.Lx_xstitutes had an adverse effect on t heir traditional counter.
"parts(-omng),' 8s it indirectly effected the indoctrination
of cultural heritage.

- N e N L eed - - e e e e = - . . . - -

In conelusion it cgn be inferred that both gdncation
and Christienity had its advantages as well as edverse re.
percussions. The new religion forbid dancing and drinking |
which were a way of life for t he people. It also led to the -



absndonment of several traditional ceremonies and festivals
and other customary practices which were considered as
symbols of Heathenism (Horam: 1975). As such, dunge of re-
ligion might have to some extent caused scecio-cultural
decay of the people, On the other hand, education provided
& ready base for inter-tribal contact and awareness of
their cultural affinities vis-a-vis the non-Naga culture,
It was also instrumental in opening new avenues of social
contact and mobility and provided opportunities for em-
ployment, This gave rise to the middle class and new elites
wvho formed the educated highly respected, section of the
socliety and had been instrumental in, initiating the cul-
tural regeneration and PanNaga solidaprity movement in

the 1940's and 1950's and extreme regionalism that was
articulated in t he form éf Insurgency,
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CHANTS - 1M1
SLCI0-EC ON OMIC FEAMEWOLE

Historical legacy, culture and tradition has a
persistent perasnent infiuence on the aind of the people,
conditioning socleties who have lived in isolation over a
long period of tiwe to dewelop a sense of exclusivéness
and ethno centricism, This generates a sense of attachment
of the people with interest of locel siinificance, as
change in the status quo would undoubtly be opposed for
fear of the lose of identity and corresion of caltare, A
better apprecietidn of the resultant problem asrising odt
of this situation colld be arrived at,by the study of the
calture end history of the region,

3.1 BAGATION:

Prom the earlicst contacts with the Nagas in the
seventeenth century, the British struggled to mske sense
of the ‘'Ethnographic chaos' they encountered in the reglion,
There ware thousands of small villages that were somewhat
simllar to each other but also very different at the same
time |, In order Lo understand the cultursl diversity,
folklores and legends etc, are used to construct the



the early history of the people, &.K, Chatterjee is of the
viev that the Nagss vho were a Tibeto-idurm:n speaking
Mongloid rece came from Central Asia and later spread to
China, Indonesia, Phillipines and Mysnmar, It was froa
Myapmar that they skgraped to thr sortha . ast in the 12th
centuary.

It 15 beliewed thst the varloas tribes iid not arrive
el bloc,rather they come in successive ‘waves' after cross.
ing the Irrawady and Chindwin rivers in lysnesr some through
the a0 Gap, spread south vhlle others went northwards. The
first wvave of migrantis wers the Angaal, Sema, Rengaa Lot
Chakhesang etc, who enterel frow the Eouth througzh hhe
mountain fringes touching the vélley of Manipur. They then
proceeded northward and reached Khesakenoms froz where
they radlated to iiffercat directlions at Aifferent times,
The Lothas were the first to leave, Sravelling north they
arrived gt Kohima where they halted for somctime and con
tinued north arriving at “okha their present territory. The
Rengmes were the next to leave arriving at Tseminy: to which
they remain confined, However, a group of this tribe¢ broke
away and went to the plains, The Angamis trawvelled northwerds
towvards Kohims, from where they spread to the north, esst and
vest,
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The Chakhesangs apreai to the north and east, Their name

is an acronym of three allied tribes Cha - Chakru, Khe-
Kheghi, Sange Sangtam, A hint of their amlgration is evident
in their nocmes as Chakru weans separation, Kheshs means
ruler end Sangtam stands for united, Ssuggesting the unity

" of three tribes, This tribe wigrated via Angami arca and
occupied the south-eastern part of the region (Phek district)
bordering Manipur, The Cemas also toxk a north.esst route
and reached Sumi village but the pressure froas the other
‘tribes forecd thes to move north along the Doyang valley,
and reach their present territory at -unheboto, The Zsliangs
Sook & south - west Foute froa Hao area and eccupied the
léuth.western part of the state,

Ihe second misrstion wave comprised of the Aos,
-Changs, Khiamungens, Sangtams, XYimchungers ete, They are
believed to have coze fro: an areaz near the river Chindwin
in Bares, Truwelling north, they reached Chungliyiati and
stayed there for = considerable period of time, the Acs
aoved vest to foyim willage, Finally from Egyia they are
sald to have sorced to their present territories, The other
tribes of this wave appear to have moved to their present
occupie: apeas froat he ezst, The Konyakes snd the Phoms
~enterel their territories fros the north.esst,
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3.2 2i6 _RIGIN OF TIE WORD HAGA

There is e difference of opinion as regards to the
origin of the word "Wa,a', To some it was probably sdopted
from the Sanskrit word Nag weaning snake, or from the Assamese
vord 'foga' meaning naked which was used to describe the
hill men they came in contact with, Elwin Verrier suggests that
the tere probably came from 'Hok', meaning people in Tibeto.
Burman language, Graduslly this became a generic tera for
many tribes that inhablited the hills, fver since it has
cowe to signify the numerous tribes in parts of Assam, Arunscheal,
Manipur, liyanmar and Nagaland. Bach tribe has its own name
vhich givee a clue to their past history., The jos ecall
themselves ‘'Aor' which means going while the femas call
themselves ‘Sumi‘', the Angemis are know as 'Tenyimi‘', and
the Lothas as 'Kpon' it msy be interesting to mote that
the Semas call the Aos 'Cb@l&d‘. vhile they call the
Angamis 'Isungumi’,

3e3 LIBOUISTIC COMPCOITION,

In any study of e region, langusge and dialect
become an important factor iy identifying the various
social zroups inhsbiting that given ares, fuch a study
becomes more complex when the area is lnhabited by very
diversed dielectic groups.
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Awmong cultural fordes, language has assumed a signi.
ficant role in India today. Speakers of any regional language
are emotionally attached to it and ascribe to it a superior
halo (Batyasbrata Hal Chowdhary: 1993). Rise in linguisa
has glermed observers and sectlons of people who fear that
linguistic-territoriel fregmentation is strengthening the
foundations of subJdiantionelism and encouraging regionsl
loyalties end separstist tendencles, Howevepr, such a phenoe
mena is nothing new ae this trend can be treced to the
nineteenth gentury Furopesn Nationalisa,

In the study ares, the coniltioning geographic:l
factors hes resylted in the formetion of distinct soclo-
cultural lingulstic groups. In all there are fourteen officia-
1lly recogniscd tribes, out of which twelve of them viz, the
Ao, Angami,lema, Lotha, Chang, Konysk, Khiamangan, Phom,
and Ssangtan repreegent different linguistic groups while the
Pochury, Chakhesang, Yimchunger and Zellangrong tribes
constitutes of amalgamation of two or more tribes end as
such their dlalects evolved from these constituent tribes,
The dislects are said to be offshoots of the Tibeto Burman
famlly. B. B, Chosh in his book'History of Nagalend' hes
suggested thet Angani dislect is similar to those of Zurma
and China,



To add to the complexity of the dialects, ome
tribes such as the Ao speak two or more sub.dialects,
vig. Mongsen, Chungll und Chengki, The use I two sub-
dialects in most villages 1s not uncosuon, 48 evident
in the case of Sangratsu, and Longkhum to name just a few,
In eddition sccent veristion exist, enabling village
ddentification of the speaker, Anotber peculliarity seen in
the villages of Anaki and Chakpa which lie in the borders
of the Ao and Chang terr.tories iz the usage of both the
dialects, wit-.iu the same villege, Bugch aiversification
and t he absenee of & common language in the past greatly
reduce communlcailon, hovevepr the devslopment of Nagameso
compensated thirs Luadequacy. The Nagamsse langusge prodbadly
evolved ln the process of intersction with the psople of
Assan, The lack of a coumon script cozpelled the adoption
of English as the state official language, by the state
legislatiw asseably bill of 1964, The ao dialect is appa-
rantly tht most widely spoken, ihis could be attribuated to
the fact that the dislect is known Lo the easteyn Naga tribes,
Faailiarity as a result of exposure to the Ao dialect
vas dae to tvwo fzctors, Lack of educational institution
coupslled them Lo go to lmpur and Mekokchung in pursuit of
their studicre, Secondly woat Rags missionarics in those
areas vere Aos,
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As in the case of most multi.lingual scocieties,
linguistic allegiences have a tendency to supercede all
other allegiences which become more prominant in the course
of ethnic.conflict,

3.l EPATIAL DISTHIDUTION,

The numerous Haga tribes are spread over an erea
of 16,579,00 sq.km. There are fourteen ofiicially recognised
tribes in the state, that consgitute 84% of the tribal
population of the total population,

Table.11 shows the population distribution of the
various tribes inhebiting the region,

fsble - 11

Tribes Population Percentage to total
acpulation.
Angami 62555 9491
Ao 104578 16.57
Chakhesang 68736 ' 10.89
Chang 22375 3.5%
Chirr 1560 0.2%
Magkvare €12 0.09
Tikhir 3438 0.55

Yiachunger 2%9’ 3-%
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Table -1t (contd,..)

Iribes Population mr.m to total popu-
Khiamunzan 18080 2.86
Kenyak o 836%1 T 13,28
Letha " 58030 9.9
Phom _‘ 2427 - 3.87
Rengms o 15313 : 2.%2
Sangtam . 29016 R k.59
Bema o 95315 15,10
Zeltang 950 0.5
Others " T 950 o 0.15

‘Souree; Census Departwent, Kohiua,

Numsrically the Ao tribe forms the doainant popualeti on and
Makvare followed by the Konyeks while the mimor groups such
as the Chirr(within Khiamungen) coaprise of the smallest
group numericslly,

The rivers havc long served as traditionc) o ticoles,
demarcating the specific territories within which the
various tribes remained confined to this day.

The Aos are separated from the eastern Nages by
the river Uikhu, legends ha- it that the Ao tribe vho lived
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in the adjoining aress of the esstern tribes crossed the
Dikha river to the other side and it hes ever since served
a8 2 boundary betwecn the two, Simllarly the spreadi of Sema
tribe as checked by the Rengmas and Lothas on the west, hence.
forth the river Doyang forus the boundary line between them,
It can be inferred that rivers have played a significant

role in the spatial distribution of the population,

The state of Negaland comprises of seven districts
with its respective headquarter that serve as administrative
centres for one or more tribes,

Indtially there had been only three districts viz,
Kohims,Tuensang and Mokokchung but it felled to ensure
proper representation of the various tribes as a result
the districts of Wokha, Zunheboto and Mon were created in
1973.

Spatial distribution of the yarious tribes can be
determined on t he basis of sdministrative units such district
and circles, The resson being, such units serve as® administra-
tive centres for one or more tribes,

Couthern Nagaland 18 occuplied by the Angamis, Rengma
and Zellangrong tribes, while mid-castern part of the state is



inhabited by the Aos and Lothas, Central Nagaland iz in.
habited by the Semas while the east and north-eastern regions
are occupied by the Sangtams, Phoms, Konysks and Khismungans,
The Cema tribe are algratory in nature as 2 result there are
scattersd over several parts of t he state, The reason lies
in their social structure which is based on land ownership,
It is not uncomuon for them to leaw thelr ancestral

home and set up nev ones and in this respect they differ
from most of other tribes,

Sohima District. ;

The district of Kohima 1lies at an altitude of 1hli
metres above sea level and it covers an area of &,041.00 8q.km.
It lies in the scuth-east pert of the state snd is bordered
by the districts of Wokhe and Zunheboto on the north, Kohiaa
had been the administratiw headquarter of the Naga 111l
after it had been chifted froam famesguting in 1878, It is
inhsbited by the Angami, Zellangrong and Rengmas, The circles
of Zubze, Jakhama and Chiephobozou are dominated by the
Angamis, while Tening Pedl, Jaluke circles are inhabited
by the Zlellangrong tribe, Tseaminyu fells within the Rengma
ares, The area bordering Zunheboto district is the circle of
Pughoboto which has a few Sema villages, The Zeliasngrong
tribe is a2 compoeite of three tribes viz, the Zemi, Liangmel
and Rongmal, The first two tribes live within the territory
of Nagaland and t he latter in Hanipur,



Ehek Distrxick.

This district lies at an altitude of 1,524 metres
above sea level and covers an area of 2,026,000 sq.km, It
lies to the east of Kohima and south of Tusnsang and
Zanheboto districts, In 1923 this district vas consolidated
with Kohima but was separated from the latter in 1973 md
upsraded to the status of a distriet, Initlally this district
was inhabited by the Chakhesang tribe and they hald been
known as the eastern Angamis during the British occupation
of the hills, In 1946, the Chskre, Kheza combined with the
Bastern Fengma and Southern Sangtems to form the Chskhesang
tribe, Not all sections of the Epstern Rengmas supoorted
this amalgamation although the initiel objective was to
separate themselves from the dominant Angaml tribe, As
regentment grew the alnor groaps demarded to be recognised
as a seperate tribe known as Pochury. These ainer groups
claimed to have originated from three brothers, Sapo,Kuchury
and Khury, Finally on 19th April 1990 this t ribe which was
an amalge=nation of saven groups came into existenge and
the name of the t ribe was derived frou the names of the
three clans Sapo (po), Kuchury(Chu) and Khury (ry). The
circle of Melurl end Phukhungri are inhabitated by this tribe,



Yokha District.

This district lies at an altitude of 1314 metres
sbove sea level and it covers an area of 1628,00 sq.ka,
It is bardered by Mbkokchung on the north and Zunheboto
on the east, In 1876 the British established a sub-division
in Wokha and in 1889 it wes merged with Mokokchung sub-
division but in 1973 it beeame a district headquarter,
The district is inhabited by the Lotha tribe,

Zuocbeboto Ristrick.

This dist:ict lies at an altitude of 1874 metres above
gea level and it covers an ares of 1255,00 sqg.km, It is bounded
by Mokokchung on the north and Tuemsang on the east, The district
came ynder British administration in 1906, It was 2 sub-division
under Mokokchung till 1973 and it was only on December that
this sub.division was upgraded to a full fledged district, This
district is inhabitsd by the Sema tribe,

Hokokchupe Pistrict.

The district of Mokokchung lies at an @ltitude of 1326
metres above sea level and it covers an area of 1615,00 sq.km,
It is bounded by the districts of Tuensang, Zunheboto and Kokha,
It was made a sub-division in 1889 end continued to o so ti1l
1957 vhen it was made ad istrict headquarter with the sub.
divisions of Wokha and Zunheboto, but the two sub divisions
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vers separated {n 1973 vhile Hokckchung continued to be
district hesdquarters of the Ao tribes,

Zuanesng Dlstrict.

- This 4istrict is located ad an slevation of 1372
matres covering & geographicsl area of #288,00 sq.km,
agocounting for the second largest area in the state, It
shares an international boundary with Myanmar snd 1s bounded
by the district of Mon and ves brought under adazinistration |
in 191% when the Assam Frontier Tracts Regulstion of 1830 ¢
vas extendes to this area, It was known &g Northd ast
Frontier Agency of NiFA till 1957, After trat it was cone.
solidated with the iaga Hills 8o form the laga Hilis Tuensang
Ayea, snd in 1973 the district of Moh was carved out of
this district. The district iLs populeted by oumerous tribes
viz, Changs, Yimchunger, Khiamungan, Pbou, Sengtam, Konyek,
Chitr, Tikhir and Xakwvare,

The Sanftan tribes are concentrated around Pungro,
EKiphere, Longkhia circles, while the Yiwchungers osoupy
the Bhamator circle, The minor tribes such as the Tikhir,
Chirr and iiakware had been incorporated with the Iiachunger
iribe although they claim to be independent trides,
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The Xhiamungsn tribe occuapy the circles of Noklak
and Thonocknyu. The Phom tribe have been d4ivided into tvo
groups they are the Upper ani Lowver Phoms. The forwer
has its territories berdering ghe Xonyak area henceforth
they have sffinities with the Konyaks, Similarly the Lower
phows whose territory sijoins the Aos share affinities
with the latter, The chang trite is another important
tribe of this district snd has been engaged in & fued with
the Konyasks over the disputed area of Tobu cirelse, |

Hop istrict,.

This district lics at en altitud- of 898 metres
above sea level ani it covers an arca of 1,786,00 sq.kw,
it was included in the liorthEast Fronticr Zone (N.E.F.A.)
in 1951 but was merged with Naga Eills on first degemder
‘1957. in 1973 1¢ was upgraded to the status of a dietrict
headquarter after it was separats d f roa the district of
Tuensang the sanc ycar, A8 a result soze of tie ypner Konyak
dominated arecas have been placed under the district of
Tuens:ng for adainistrat.ve conwenience, The Tobu circle is
one such area which has been a bone of contentionpetysen

the tvo, ss skirmishes and conflict have been reported as
recent az 1992,
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Thus, the above discussion suggests that inherent
soclo-cultural traits gives a society its identity, while
its homogenity strengthen its solidarity base, The Naga
society is a result of the the amalgamation of numerous
tribes and has been forged on the basis of assumed coumon
cultural origin, The village hai been a self-sentained
socio-econcme unit and a political sovereign state, The
clans formed the smallest political unit, However there
existed o loosely knit leagies of viliages, which was
based on their assuned common origin, shared history and
cultural comsonality. Thies presumably formed the basis for
subsequent movenent towards the formation of Iribal identity,

Exposure to the extra-mural processes in due course
of time initiated by the British intervention; shared
experiences of the labour cork yeterans, christianity
and education, all cummulatively alded the process of
groving awareness of cultural affinities snd hence the
development of PandJdiaga Solidarity vis.a-vis the calture
of the malnstream, On the other hand such an integration
might have been the outcome of an attempt to magnify or
interpret certain parochial, political or traditional
symbols, interacting beyond the limits of individual tribéds
which makes them more visble politically. In the process
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of assimilation, there had been an inability to oblitdrate
the individusalistic traits of the component groups., As a
resalt cleavsges becomes apparcnt in the course of ethnic
conflicts, Inspite of the cmmonalities, varieties in the
culture is evident by wvay of 4differences in the political
set up and the dislect,

Fissions within the amalgamated tribes as in the
case of the Chakhesang and the Yiachunger was due to the
indiscrininste demarcation of boundzries by the British
on the basis of cultural simllerities, In thc¢ process,
seweral linguistically different tribes was clubbed together,

Chekhesang tribe which comprised of the Chakre,
Khesa and sangtam, who were earlier called as the Eastern
Angamis, during the British annexakion of the idils,
However, resenting this they tried to disassociate themselves
from the gominant Angami tribe,

~ In 1946, these t ribes werged to form the Chskhesang
tribe, but the introduction of t he Chakre dislect, posed a
problem of communication for the Kheza and sangtam who did
not understand thc dialect, Ultimately in 1990, a section
separated from the Chakhesang tribe to form the tribe of

Pochury.,
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Thus .one can suggest that there exists two levels
of interaction among the inhabitaents of the state -

(1) Within the territory of the state,
(11) Outside the state

It was the latter that encouraged large scale mobillisation
towards insurgency while the former has been largely responsible
for the instability and struggle for supremacy in the state
activity, giving rise to inter-regionalism,
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CUITURAL ATTRIBUTES »

Tylor defines culture &3 "the complex whole which
include knowledge, belief, art, moral, law and customs and
other capsbilities and habits acquired by man as a member
of society”™,

An attempt is made to present sn ethnographical
account of the Hagas within the state in this chapter,
The objective of such an exercise is to highlight the
socie-caltural commonalitics and affinities, as well as
the differences among the various tribes as a basis for
the growth of regionallst forces and also the development
processess in the state,

3.5.1 SCIAL CRGANIDATICN,

Naga villages were self-.contained socio-economic
and political soverelgn units, thereby formlng the highest
political organisation, Isclation as awsult of the diffi.
cult terrain as well as the fear of head hunting limited
soclel interaction to warfar: snd a limited fora of trade,
However, instgnces of 'loosely knit leagues' did exist,
but such relationships were temporary and rarely 1uud‘
long. The vl llages were sited on hill tops and were defence
oriented as a result of the constant state of warfare the
tribes wvere engaged in,
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A central feature of the village was the Jormitory for
snmarried men, commonly ciled morungs or 'Arju' in the Ao dialect.
The morung served as both a recreation and educstional centre
vhere informel instructions vere imparted under strict supervi.
sion, It instilled discipline and served es a training ground
in preparation for life, The importance of the Morung varied
from tribe te tribe, To an iAo Lt wvas a alcrocosm of the
village, while the ingami, Chakheseng and Semes attached less
importance and membership to it vas of nominal,

The faumlly is the fundament:l unit in the soclety and
is based along patrilineal and Patriarchel lines, The structure
of the soclety is complexed, A clan comprises of a group of
consanguineous families descended from a common ancestor,

a number of such clans constituted a village, vhile numerous
villages constituted a tribe, The clans functions 28 a

anit of collective responsibility snd provides a criterian
of identlification, Clan membership deteramine the choice of
marriage partners, The phratry is strictly exegamous and it
is considered a taboo to marry within one's own clan or even
a clan of another village corresponding to one's owng the
broach of this rule is punishable,

The Ao clan is divided into two mein moities vig,
Chongli and Mongsen, wvhich are further divided into three
pkratries and are subsequently sub-divided into several
exogamous clans, In short, it is a multi-clan organisation,
Angemis distinguish the clens on the basis of their descent



fros two brothers Kepefuma ani Kepesoma, These are divided
into two phratries called 'Kelbu', which spe further divided
into or 'Thino', The clans comprise of several units called
'‘Putsa’, The Xonysk clans are orgenlzoi on the basis of
class distinctions viz, the chief, the inter.mediate grouap
and comroners, The nobility or the Ang clan are galled
Mangham (great Ang) and the Wangss (sasll Ang), while the
interaediate class are called Hangse and the losest renking
claze aye galled 'Ben' weaning commoners,

3.5.2 JUERBITRICK -

" Inheritence of preperty swong the Angamis, Chakbesang
and Zellangrengs greatly f:=vours the youﬁgﬂt son vho ine.
herita the lion share of the property unlike the Ao, Loths,
Eema and Phous vhere the benificlery of the lion's shure
of the property 1s the eldest son., “omen &8 a rule =may
not inherit any property ani in case thore is no male heir
the property will be passed on to the nearest male relation
on the paternsl side, |

3.5.3 Marriags.

Marriage as mentioned before is strictly expgaseus and
in the ense of the great Angs there is rigid stratification as
their purity is maintained by the rule to ma:ry within one's
ovn class, The importance of bride price vary from tribe to tribe,
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Among the Semas and the Konysks the practice of bride price
is wmore rigidly followed than the other tribes, for whou it

vas nominal,

3.5.+ SIATIS OF WOMEH.

Women in Naga society do not assert themselves in
matters pertaining to decision meking in the village edmi-
nistration, They were however, respected and allowed almost
as wmuch freedom as their menfolk, and were In short the
dejure mistress in the house,

3.5.5 ROLITICAL CET UP.

There appears to be some level of diversity in the
political institutions and organisation among the various
groups, The Konyaks and the Semas had a system of chieftain.
ship, In the case of the former, the office of the Ang
wvas heriditary, The chief and his family formed the tradi.
tional elites and aristocracy in the village, All matters
pertaining to disputes and decision making lald in the
hands of the chief,

The Ao end Angeaml tribes have a democratic set up,
in the case of the former a well organised village council
exists, The mwembers are the clan elders and representatives
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vho constitute the nighest body of suthority. ine council

is » three tier system hesded by the ‘'Unger' (Chongll phratry)
and its Memgsen (Phratry) counter part known af the

"Tsungba'. Ths tenure of office is thirty years.imeng the
Chongli group vhile the Mongsen phratry do not have a

f£ixed period,

3.5.6 Gerasonisa, Felid on ol Festivalas

Nager were formally aniaist, Nirmal Nibedon 1s of
the opinion that tribez such as the Nagas, Misose, ¢to, who
where living in the isolated msountains were uysteriously by
passed by the great 'Ochre<clad monks' of the plains of
India vhen they carried the gespel of Mh& aero:ss the
south Xl ast ssinn wildernsss and henceforth these tribes
wore fated to continge with thely sncient doctrine of
Anlaisa, having been antcached by the "the rushing torrents
of history”, J,P, M ils had observed that religion parti.
cularly among the so tribe vas not ai iscue of morsl
codes, rother At was a systcm of creaonies, It was belioved
that 211 attempts to prosper, inspite of striving st all
scts lavful and right within the moral sheres, wvas doomed
if the sacrifices due to the delities were omitted,
"Although the fears of malignant spirits around hinm
 existed, scerifices would be 'cheerfully performed' and
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shoald 2 day wvhen the offerings no longer come te any svall,
the end would be mwet with resignation but at the same time
unafrald to join his forefather", (J.P.Mills: 1926).

It was not surprising that many of the eersmonies and
ritasls centred arouni the appeasenent of the spirits, Pestivals
awong the Keges arc celebrated with pageantry and muxch en.
thusissm, The festivals centre aro.nd sgricalture, the aainstay
of the society, They are relatec to the seeking or scknov.
ledgeasnt of bountiful harvest, Sows of the important festivals
- aype Hoatsu (Ae), Sekrenyl (Angasi), Kgada(Rengma), Meleyingi
(Zelisng), Neknyulam (Chsngs), Nenya (Phom), Toekum (Khismungan)
Aoling monyu (Konyak), Amongmong (Sangtam) Metemneo(Xixchunger),
Tuluxl (Gems) eand Tokhu ameng the leotha tribe, An fmportent
foature 1s the feart of merit in which a rich msn may establish
his status by giving a2 feast and the whole villape,

3.7 IK. oMKy~

A Dalsnced econoamic dev:lopment iaz necessary in an
j area vhich provides a wide range of physical and cultural
diversity, These are not only in terms of cconomic growth
but also froa a political stebility peespective, 1he region
is strategically locuted end charscterised by political
instebility, It har s low level of economic developwent and
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and it theresore requres special efforts to wccelerate
She rate of grovth to overcome this problem,

Inaccessibility dus to the d4ifficult terrain re.
sulted in geographical isoclation of the area for a long
period of time, This restricted interaction to a alnimm
and ax a result the extra-mural processes of absorption
and influences, encouraged the entrenched tradition,
socieepolitical values and vay of life to douminate, Another
major cause of the slov procese can be attributed tec the
century old neglect during the British rule, resulting in
the prevelance of tribal economy till 1947,

3.8 MREUINE.

The traditional econocny centered around agriculture,
while the use of land underliinei all sspects of the somial
life (Anungla Aler; 1993), Today agriculture continues
to doainate the econoay while two types of systems prevail
in the state,

Jhumming clearly dominates the Bema, Ao and Kaonysk
areas of the state, vhile terrace or vet rice cultivation

is confined to limited areass, such as the Angami, Zeliangrong

and Fengma aress,
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Contrary to the genersl ssrumption that in the past
inter.action betveen the various gieupa bad been restricted
to varfare slonet could rot be more untrue, Although esch
village was sclf-sufficient, trade constituted an impertant
feature of their economic life, Euch traies existed bstween
the various villages, tribes and to some extent with the
people of Asgza, Burma and Manipur, |

It is 3ald that the Konyars traded salt from their
salt wells with the Assamese for brass, fron and metal
‘shects, while the Aos and lothas traded in live aniaals
such as cattle (vital for sucrifices and ceremonial feast),
vhich they procurred from Assam, Theae gattles ware ones
again bartered vith the sastern Nagas and in this progess
& syabolic relstionship between the variousr group: axisted,
| at least at s minisum level,

The post-stite nood period witnessed the greatest
level of econoalc donlophht a8 well as the participation
of the people in the dow lopmental processes of the state,
The state has s douminant agrsrian sconoay, &8 approximately
82% of the population iz ddpendent on agriculture (1091 eensus)
'while rioe’ 1s the staple orop of the region. Out of the
total arca of 16,488 sq.km,, about 80309 acres was under
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utilisation in 1961, which ros= to 175,000 hectnrc_a’ in .
1989, One fourth of this is under Jhumming (Table
shows the differe¢nt land wses in Lhe state), '

AR & part of the bth aid 5th Pive Year Plan, emphesis
was laid on lmd reclaimation programmes, and schemes which
subsidised the supply of agricultural Llsmpleasnts, machineries
fertiligers and seeds in keeplng with the agricultural ,
development policies, The total cultivated area with irriges
tionf increased from 30,000 heotares in 1960 to about 54,000
hectares in 1987 and 56,000 hectar«<s in 1989. The government
has allotted an ocutlay of Rs,322 lakis in 1990-91 for irri.
gational purposes, There has been un increase in food .
production due to use of high yielding varicty of se ds,

In 1961.62 food grain production was only 63.53 (000 tomes )
in 198% and 197.,4(000 tonnes; in 1989.90.

Apparently there has been a drop in the mid 1960's
vhich was presumably dus {0 intense insurgent activities,
The security forees, resorted to the methods of grouping
vihich restricted movement cutside the village, wile curfevs
vhich vere enforced over a long period of time had an
adverse effect on food production, The gbjective of the
eouné;:imnr(enta war to prevent the interaingling of the
villagers and the insurgents, thereby cutting off the food
supply that had sustzined them for zo long.
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3.9 MRS TRLAL. DEVELOPIENT.

The achievements in the secondary sector has not
been as satisfactory as in the other two. The labour foree
employed in the various sectors in 1991 are given below
indieates the percentages of workers employed in varisus
petivities, Table 12 indicates the percentage of distridue
tion of the main workers and other workers in the various
districts (1991).

Ristributico of workforce 1o the various
fectors

k]

‘Districts total ' ,_m:nne.auumua.___
'Eult. - ¢t Agrica ' lousehol *+ Other

n ors, ' tural Inau:t.rinl' wvorkers
X 1aboums' vorkers .

Sunheboto 67.88 .98 0.48 30.65
Kohima 49,43 9.86 2.95 38.59
Mon 86.87 1.9 O.40 10.90
Tuensang 79.40 3.62 0.03 15.05
Phek 7579 O.lh 0.56 23.21
wWokha 72.09 2.59 1.05 24,21
Mokokchung €2.46 k.72 2.77 30.00
Total 68,22 4,72 2.00 25.53

Source; i:;ul:: of india. 1992.93, Provisionsl population
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The above tavle reveals that percentage of workers
fn the industrial sectors is far below the other tvo as
it stands at cnly 2% a8 compared to the ugricultural, which
is 68,225, Tnis suggests a low level of industrial deve-
lopment, Sems of the msjor industrisl projeets of the state
are the su;er mill & Dimspur, the psper and pulp mill
&t Tull and the Plywood factory at Tisit in Mon district,
Eeveral amaller scale industrisl units sach es the cottage
mateh factory, splinter vermer unit, Kandsari aill at
Jaluii etc, have been establishe] lately, iandlooa and
serriculture zre fmsortant cottage industries of the area,
end are promot«d by the governwnt to ensure larger employ-
mnt opportunitice, theredy reducing the pressure on land.
Table 13 shows the nusber of industries districtwise,

Emmber of JIndusixies in Nasaland : Districtwise Bxeak un
, S 419900,
[] ¢ ] ]  ? ¥
T - ¢ 'Kohima  Phek ,Mokok- tWokhs Jfun- ;Tuen, Mon
ype of Industry ; : :enur.z‘ 'll.:s;na,
3} iJ ' 'to § e
Induws trial Estate 1 - - - - 1 1
Wearving training - 1 - T ( 1 1 1
sus-productian
eentre,
Distillery Project 1 - - - - - -

Cottege Industries - - 1 1 1 1



Table 13 (Cwu. cee)

i L ' ' L] .

L}
Kohtnt?hlk JMokok- ' Wokha ' Zan- | Tuens yop
hun

Type of Industry

ichung ! "1+ hoboto | sang ,
Serricultura farms 6 3 5 2 1 5
Ferfierefts pro-
Agcsion Cenire, 1 - - - - -
Smell scale Induy. 1 - - - - -
stries service
Institute,
Suger ML1) 2 - 1 - - @
Plywood factory 2 - - - - -
Bee Reeping fara 2 - - - 1 1
Handmade peper unit 1 - - - - -
Pinespple fiber unit o - - 1 - -
Citronells distille- § 1 5 1 1 3
tion Unit,

Sourece: Ctatistical handbook of Nagaland, 1990,



NAGALAND
ROAD PATTERN %
( 1991) S
200 10 0 10 KM IOTAMIN D

AL j'
N ~
’ §
C'EN

Ci/f“//Jf !
~

g o
\.__/»~"

wme NAT IONAL HIGHWAY

——— STATE HIGHWAY

-——— DISTRICT ROAD

"% s mEEs UNDER CONST RUCTION
g & ~~~ PROPOSED ROAD>

/

INDEX

FIG- 3.10



o /0 -

| fh total number of industries are 119, vhich are mainly
of the small scale types, It is apparent that the more
accessible areas with better transport and comaunication
network, 88 well as aress bordering iAssex hawe the large
scale industries such as the psper and pulp =ill at Tull,
the sugar mill in Dimapur, Areas such as ifon accounts for
most of the small forest.based industries,

3.10 BOAD BER-WCERK.

An fmportant criteria for progress is the transport
and comunication llnkages Jevelopasnt , Before independencs,
vhatever comunication lines were dewsloped in the area was
to mainly cater to the administrative needs of the British,
In 13975 a briddle path from Samfguting to wWokha via, Kohima
vas opened snd with the edvent of the world War I1 the road
linkages wvere extended uplo Kohlms, However, a greater
acccleraﬁan in its growth was evident only sfter the for-

mation of the state in 1963, Nevertheless the sxisting
linkages still fall short of reguirement,

The state has only 10,45 K.H,of railway lines, with
its stations at Dimepur and Nagininmara, The scope for exten-.
tion is iimited due to the rugged terrain, At present the
state ‘has one alrport which started operating in 1971, but
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as 1t does not cater to the mass transportation within the
state, its ifmpact on transportation 1z limited, In the light
of these constraints the government has attempted to develop

the road network whic:

is the most viable means of communi.

cation in the areag, Table 1 shows the length of roads in the

lhte.
Igbie = 1%
length of Hoads Under hbe P.kal. (1990).
L} ] ]
81 : District ' Villm Koad moad under '
Ko, ! WBorder hoad ' Totel
' 'Eauru cUmurraJSnria 'Uuarfa-".
' ced. reed, oed ced :
1. Kohima b1 663 29 2 1021
2. Mokokchung 48 665 101 - 8395
3. Tuenzang 33 1090 22 - 1176
b, Phek 21 500 272 - 568
5. lMon 20 656 - - 821
6. Vokha 2 W52 - - 487
7. Zunbeboto 20 W8 102 - 650
Total 207 LS50 716 - 5558

Source: Statisticsl Handbook of Nagaland, 1990,



3.11 [EVELS OF DEVELOPIGNT.

It is said that the tribal dominated areas are some
of the most under deweloped regions of the country, conse.
quently the amstraints on the financlal snd developmental
institutions are emmense, This has been further aggrsvated
by the geogrephical inaccessibility and ineffective ir-
plementation of relevant programmes which could have had
tremendous impact in the developmental processes,

Population is relatively high in this region and
of late experienced one of the fast-growth rate vhich is
58.86/i, as compared to the country's totel which is 23.23%
198141991, This has naturslly placed trememdous pressure
on the agricaltural land and has subseguently accelerated
the rate of depletion of forest cover, resulting ino soll
erosion and basardous landslides, frequently disrupting
the communication linkages and thepeby incurring expensive
road repairs, The forest cover over the last decade has

declined from 8,62,532 hectares in 1981 to 5,536 hectares
in 1991,

Inadequate attempts at economic diversifidation hes
resulted in the over emphasis on certain sectors, This has
clearly beem Tesponsible for the 'unbalsnced' on 'Lopsided’
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sgonomic development, vhile unbalanced reglonul development,
while unbalanced regional developzent has resulted in intra- .
regional disparities, The causes for this can be 1gentified as.

1) lsck of spatial mni temporal integretion of the
econowy,
2)‘Gnaur degred® of dependence on one aspect of the
economy and lack of diversification of egonomic
i , sctivities,

-3) Absence of growth lmpulses and lack of dispersion,

%) Insdequate transportation and comsunicetion faci-
~lities (Gopalakrishnan; .

To make the study wore precise¢, svailable information
and data has been categorised on sectoral besic te find out
the levels of developaent f the different districts of
Nagaland, “ixteen indicators were uze; to messure the levels
of development, These hzve besn divided into four groups each
to ssasure the sector - wise level of dewelopment, Figure, A
shows the list of indices that have been divided into the
various sectors,

Flgure ;. Jndicabors ofthe lsvels of deyelopment
885 _and subsets,.

1.Basource bess,

a, Average road length per 100 sq. ku.
b, Populstion density,
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¢, Percentage of work foree to the total
population,

d. Literscy rate per 1000 persons,

e, Percentages of forest area o total
geographical area,

2. sgriculiural development:

8. Percentage of net sown area to total
geographicel area,

b, Perecentage of irrigated area to total
net sown area,

¢, Pergentage of agricultarsl Rsbourers to
total main workers,

3. dndustrial development:

a, Humber of agriculturasl enterprisecs

b, Nusber of non.agricultural enterprises,

¢, Percentages of workers in house.hold
industries to total workforee,

“. Soslal amenities:

a, Nusber of vehicles per 1000 persons
b. Kumber of beds ® . »
¢, Namber of Post offiee per 1000 persons.
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d. Number of banks per 1000 persomns
e, Percentage of electrified villages per
1000 persons,

Hesource which is one of the basic criteria for
economic developwent subsumes indices such as natural re-
soureces, manpower, transportation ete., If tramsport and
communication network projects the accessibility fector
a8 an impetus for growth, then soclial amenities, which
basically caters to the well being of the public would help
accertain the government's response ani perception to the
needs of the people,

To measure the level of development and assess the
probable intra-state disparities, sixteen indicators were
selected which were further divided into four groups to
megsure the development sector-sise and a composite index
vas tebulated, cobining all the sectors at the end, to arrive
at an overzlil assessment, Table 15 shows the overall develop-
ment for the year 19950 districtwise,

iable - 13
Sverall levels of Development

' i v

] ot
Districts ‘Mesource ‘Agriculture' Industry 'Secial 'Overall
' ' o ‘Ameni. 'level
L] ] 0" .. L

Kohima 1.2 2.76 3.06 «1.8 5l
Phek 1.08 0.23 -2.72 «3.37 ~3e73



Table 15 (continued ....)

] ' [ !

!
Districts :Rasoume griculture Industry sSocial 1Overall

. ') ' aoeni. level

) 1Lies '
Nokba . -0.89 .19 -0.03  1.32  -0.79
Zunheboto -1,62 -1.62 237 .87 -8,78
Mokokchung -1.96 1.48 | 3.0 -1,8% 4,68
Tuenseng . -0.23 .. 0.87 = 1.61 0.2 2.0%
Mon 0.5% -0.72 ¥.06 -0.95 2.9§

3.12 SALBLI G TH _DALA.

Resource wise the district of Mokokchung renks first
(1.96), while Zupheboto accounts for the lowest level (.1,62),
This is probebly due to the fact that the former has the
highest density of populastion, literacy rate and average road
length per 100 sq.km, |

The district of Kohime accounts for the highest level
of agricultural development (2,76), the highest pereentyge
of agriculturel lsbourers and area under irrigation,

The districts of Mon and Tuensang have the lowest
level of agricultural development but this is substantiated
by a relatively well developed secondary sector particulerly
the forsst.based industries,
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Setting aside the substantial road network on
extension of reilway lines upto Naginimare(lon District)
serves as another cutlet, for thet district,

Based on the levels oi the overall development of
the state, the seven districts can be categorised into
very high{Kohima and Hokokchung);, Righ (Tuensang and Mon),
low (Yokha), Neginmara( lMon Distriet) appear to be more
developed than Tigit, which shows that disparities exist
even at idero levels, Zubza dreles ip Kobima district could
be considereld one of the most well Jeveloped, within the
said district s well as the state, This could be attri.
buted to the fact that this area lies in close proxiaity
to Modal points such as Dimepur and Kohime and has an

extremely well developed transport und communieation
infrastructure,

District such 28 Tyansang and Mon hai been relati.
vely under-developed upto t he early 1970's, but has of
late achleves greut levelr of developwent, due to several
factors, in the early 1960's much of the intense insurgent
activities egentersd around Tuensung district as its ine

accessibillity wade the area an ideal bese for the insurgents,
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In sn attewmpt to extend better naministrative control and
curd insurgeney th¢ governmcnt extended transport and co-
mmunication facilities to the erstvhile inaccessible areas,

~ Another possble reason for the progress coald be attributed to
the sausl all occation of funis and share in the develop-
sental processes of the various tribes whereby multli-tribal
inhabited districts sueh as Tuensang would receive msaximam
benefits,

Ne doubt the slow growth rate in the industrial sector
has largely buen due to the inherent geographiceal factors,
nevertheless inconsistenctes arising out of a steady increasc
in population and a poorly developcd secondary sector has
placed the tertiary sector under treaendous constrsints, in
an effort by the latter to absorb the non-primary work force,
the less developed tribes gre placed in a socio-économically
disadvanta;ed position, as the power vieldigg governmental in.
e$itution end barcaucracy is comprised of asinly the sducation-
ally more advanced and politically more articulate tribes
(22.861 persons are employed in this sector in Kohima-1990),
¥hile the less developed tribes have not only a low lewsl
of literacy (29.87% in mon- 1991), but they also hawve a poor
representetion in these sectors (4,321 persons employed in
Hon- 1990), (Table 16 shows Adistrictwise distribation of
government emwployees -~ 1989},
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lafo
' ' ' ' :
District ! Cless-I Olass-II Class-IIl (Class-IV , Total
Kohime 909 571 11,208 10,173 22861
Phek 78 56 2,342 2,362 4,833
Wokha 188 83 +, 665 3,337 8,278
Zunhoboto 80 5 1,829 1,028 2,991
Hokokchung 126 7% 4,355 3,399 7,95%
Tuensang 81 77 2,248 2,026 W,k32
Mon 76 kg 1,987 2,109 4,221
Total 1,538 969 28,634 2,43 55,576

Source; Statistical atlas of Nagaland - 1990.

In an effort to assist the less developed tribes of
the state, the government formulated certain strategies by
vey of policles, giving them top priorities under the
'backward Tribe' category.

Apart from the allocation of special funds for the
backward area Developauent, the state government has tried

to increase their representation in the governmuent services by



reserving 33§ of the total nunber of government employment
under the artichds 16(%) of the consitution vide departaent
of personnal snd Administrative Heforms (16,8.70). The tribes
ander this category are the Khiamungun, Lonysk,Changs,
Yiochunger, Chakhesang and <aliang, This reservation lster
ineludcd seats in sducatidmml institutions as well, The
protectionist policies of the governaznt gensrated resent-

" ment wvhich was further aggravated by the rise in the

rate of uneaplaoyment in tne state, Although there has been an
increase in the rate of cmployment froa & 1,677 increase
betweon 1985-86 to 3,83% increase batween 1988.89, epparent.
1y ths growth in employment 4id not mstch the ingrcase in
population, In additicn the massive displaceaent of or
agricultural vorkforce incressed the competition for the
Scarce resources, It was not surprising that minor groups
like the Chirr, Makware and the [ikbhirs found themselves
uarginglised, while the doainent Yimshunger group vas
placcd in a more advantageous position, This is examplified
by the feot that the three¢ circles viz, Thonoknyu, Ehamtorr
and Pongro, occupied by thess alnor groups are some of the
least developed circles in the aistrict,

Deprivation end unsqual pnruchatim in the economy
as & rtmlt of monopolisetion has gilven rise to Lfntra tribasl
fissions ani cleavages providing an fiwpstus for change,



SBAREEE - IV
POLITICAL DEVELGISNT AND SLECTORNL
PARTIC IPATION



TRADITIONAL SETUP

o1  ARMINBTRATINE CEIUS.

Naga communities are organised very strongly arcund
the principle of the village as a unit, They have been likened
to the Creck city states, establishing e "Sovereign village
state" status as esch village is politicelly and economically
s distinct unit, These villages feailed to establish an in.
tegrated political structure due to geographicel isolation
of villages (Asoso: 1975).

Villages were generally politically, autonomous fighting
unite, However under certain circumstances, they adopted a
vague form of allignee between two or more villages contrived
purely as a politieal tactic and strategy which rarely lasted
long. Thelir objective being, to fight a common eneay(€p0o
Angami warriors formed & confederacy to beseige the Tnglish
et Kohima in 1879), or seek protection from powerful villages
in return of paymnt of tributes. On the other hand a supra
villege existed, where a 'Great Ang'held sway over numerous
villages governed by lesser or 'small Angs',

Hagas wvere unable to permanently estsblish tribal
linkages above the village organisation which Mishra attri.
butes to political, economic =nd social character vhich was



.90‘

in a "stzte of equilibrium opposed %o changs® . Hes sald
tribal societies breskup in the process of inter.tribal
rivalry and vars and contending tribes and tribal lesgues
serge into kingdous controlled by one chief or raler but
‘this presumably failsed fue to the timely arrival of the
British in the ELills and their coccupation thereafter,

The traditionsl political organisation of the Nagas
represent roughly two polarities, They are the Autocratic,
Konyasks snd Bemss with their hereditary inatitutions and
chieftainship and the democratlic or egalitarisn Acs and
Angamis with their rule of the people. Oselillsting between
these two extremties vere the other Naga trides,

2.1

The Great Angs (chief) among the Konyaks were considered
Dot only politicsl leaders but their p.-rsons were also 'sagred’
assuning an autocratic to somctiass tyramnical attitude, (Furer
Halwmendorf: 1969), The Konyak society was basically stratified
into three groups, $i Lreat Angs, the smaller Angs end finally
the goananers or ‘'Bent People, The rigidity of the distinction
betwwen the two Angs vers maintained by matrimony. The Great
Ang: vere to aarry wittin their own class ani the male offspring
of such a sarriage wvould automaticully becowe the heir, while
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the sons from his common wife would assume the rank of the
swmall Angs, The powers and geographlical extent of domination
varied between the two, The villages ran on autocratic chiefly
principles were distinguishcd ss 'Thendu! while those under
the small Angs that were bascd on democratie principles were
known as 'Thenboh' (Haimendorf: 1969). The great Angs held
sway over several villages ndministered by the smsall Angs,
often imposing autocratic rule, while the latter hed limited
powers as they along with the Morung representatives forwed
the village council and as a result thelr powers were nominal,

The femas did not recognise any such rigid distinctions
between the chief and the commoners, Their system is baced on
the principles of land ownership., The founding wember is
recognis«d as the ‘Akekao' (chief)., He and his family formed
the nobillity (Kekaml), His powers were limited by the presence
of the 'Chochomi' or councillors nominated by hia and comuoners
wvere dependent on his generosity,

b.2.2

In contrast the Ao and Angawi tribes haw a wmore
demogratic setup. {he Ao political system is distinguished
by the systematic orgenisation of the villag:c couneil called
‘patumendent, The council member: known at *'Tatars' are clan

representatives, nominated from individual Khels ecouncils
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called 'Mapu Memden', Their tenare in office is thirty years
among the Chongli moities vhile its Mongsen counterpert do
not have a fixed period, The council is a three tier systea
of unequal status hcaded by 2 chief of ecouncil norsally
elected from a Pongen or Imchen phratry (senior most among the
Ao clans). The chief of council is called sn ‘Unger*(Chongll)
or '"Tsungba' (Mongsen), The other clan sembers move up and
nev meubers are selrcted to e lowest grade, The willage council
is the highest body of sathority and all satters pertaining
to adaninistrative and agricultural importance are dealt by
them, The status of the chief of council {8 wmore of a prestige
issue than actual powers,

The Angamis on the other hanh do not have an organised
council, The whole Khel perticipates in the aeetings where
the view of the majority or an influential ¢lan 1is accepted
as generel consensus, Their polity with no wvell defined
sscular leadership has been defined a8 'Ultra . iepublican'
(Kumer ;: 1976), The head of the khel 1s called a Pehuma and
he has no sathoriiy so to speak except during war,

“.3., ‘: ‘,,,‘P"_ PR

British colonislization had little impsct on tix existent
adainistretive and politiczl setup, The introduction of new
offices such a8 that of the Gaonbura and e Dobashi 313 not
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alter the functional utility of the traditional political
systea, The role of the Dobashi was that of an interpreter

and translator, often aiding in the settlement of disputes
which were tried in the traditional manner by the healman

and traditional judges, The intervention of the British

was limited to cases of henieous criwes, repugnant in

their eyes (Mills: 1962). This office continues to function

to the present day in the form of Dobeshi courts at the district
levels, located at the headquarters, The Gaonbura on the other
hand vas adjudicator and peace maker at the village level,

Decolonislization and modernization led to the

smergenc: of a new class of people vithin the modern polity,
Thelir influences gradually becams wore prominent, Professor
Chaube is of the opinion that the grcatest contribution of
the vorld War two, was the creation of the middle class

in the Naga soclety, If initially the political elites posed
no threat to the t raditional setup as t hey vorked in conscnsus
vith the tribal end village council, the passage of t ime
sav to the gradual usurpsge of their position and influences,

The inroeds made by christianity and education
ereated the middle class which represcnted a cross section
of the Naga tribes unlike certain societiss, where this
class comprised of the landed gentry, There appeared to be
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a marked increase in literacy rate vhich incidentally
coincided with the spread of christianity in the Hills,
{his phenowena could be atiributed to two or more possihili.
ties, The first being the ample opportunities of governument
employment suddenly uade availsble to the educated, fecon-
dly education became imperative for scripture reading which
assisted in the gttempts of christianizing the erstwhile
illiterate, animists,

The educated middle class assuwmed the role of the
protector of t he new found identity, filling in the gapse
created by the maladjustments of traditional elites in a
changing vorld, Being literate, they dfew their inspirations
from wvestern doctrines, modelling their organisation after
them, This probably explains the usage of slien terms such
as 'Clubs' etc, They effectively used the 'common' consicusness
as & weapon to disseminate their 1deology eamongst the people
in parsulit of their own intercst, It promulgated $i¢ crysta.

ligation of the '"Pan Naga solidarity' in the erstwhile inde.
pendent individualistic Naga tribes,

The Haga club wes formed in 1918 and it consisted
of several former measbers of the labour crops stationed
in France during the World Wer Twe, The club was essentially



8 socio-culturel institution which graduzlly assumed

s political tone to represent the political aspirations

of the Nagas in the early twentieth century. This is

evident from their submission of a memeorandum to the & imon
Commission in 1629, in protest against the inclusion in

the Reformed Scheme, The formation of the Naga Club triggered
off the emergence of several tribal councils, the first being
the Lotha Council (1923) followed by the Ao couneil (1928)
and ultimately the Naga Hills District Council in 1945,

The letter served as an urbrella over the various tribal
councils but it failed due to unequal represertation of all
the Ngga tribes and was henceforth replaced by the Naga liational
- Council (R.N.C), ‘

Initially the N,N.C. adopted a social stand which
simed at fostering welfare and social aspirations but later
became & political forum ther<by becoming the first Pan Naga
political organisation, It aimed at uniting 21l the various
tribes, reducing incer-tribal rivaelry and promoting its ideology
vhich wves, Naga conselousness loosely defincd as Naga vay
of life, |

The strength of the council laid in its mass supoort
and sppeal that was endors:d by the support of village councils
and chiefs without whoee¢ consensuss no plsun of action was
promulgated, Tablet3.2.showvs the various councils under the
jurisdiction of the N,N.C. in Februsry, 1948,



- 96 -

The council initiated ite political activitics in
1946 wheon it first presented a meaorandan requesting the
creation of an Interin governnent for a period of ten years,
but the controversy created by the nineth clause of the
nineth point agreement regarding the transfer of pover,
led to its non.dwmplementation, in pfotest the H, i ,C, also
initiated a civil éisobedience movement proving beyond a
doubt that the council enjoyed the support of the messes,
Fissions within the N I ,C, became epparent and it alti-
mately led to the estavlishiment of & parall-l governuent
known as the Federal government of NagelanZ2 in 1956,
The government had 2 parllement vith a strength of hundred
meubers celled Taters ané a2 president vho was a:sisted
by a cebinet which coisisted of f{ifteen ministers or
Kilonsers. in eddition there were Angs (governeors) and
henapeya (chaivoan)jat the village level, Table
shows the adainistrative setup of the Federal government,

The pervied that followed the establishment of the
peralliel government was marked by Turamoil, Ultimately the
noderates within the N, N,C, negotiation and peace processes
as a result of which the state of lNagaland came into being
on first Decesber, 1963. ‘Aftcr the Second World Wer the
5.,8.C made attempts to bring uniformity into the admini-
stration., Ihe institution of village councll which existed
in some aregs wes introduce: in all the remaining villages
(Semas1986€),
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The village council elects one member to represent
thea at the Ares Council which was formerly known as hange
Council, The next unit in the hierarchy is the Begional
Council and its mesbers are elected fromthe irea Counell,
At the appex of the hlerarchy exist the Utate Asseably,

The powers of the coancil are lismlted end are re.
lated primerily to developmental work in thelir area, Their
finsncial powers are eyen less however the laga lational
Democratic party (N.K,D.7,.) governaent introduced a new
schene whereby the villege development funds were created
by raising funds from individusl femilies within the village,
The governaent then sanction a satching fundé, vhich was
deposited in the bank.(feua: 1986), The priorities of
the development projects are declded by these council, while
the government gives technical assistance,

Autonomous forums snd organisation such as the Nags
Etudents Federation(X.5.F,) has outlined its objectives
which is to safeguard comuon interest, aweliorate socleal,
moral activities, preserve ciltural heritage and promote and
cooprratéon a0 g8t the variocus tribes, Although the aorung
as an institution appears to be declining it is posrible
that these associations perfora similar functions, Soch
organisations have in recent yesrs assuaed political tones,



W.t EIECTORAL PATTFING.

Elections in the traditional democratic setup was
based an the consensus of the various clans. Gemerzlly a
elan elirr would represent his entire clan, at the village
council 258 was the ease guong the Ao tribe, while the
Angazis nousinzted the hesd of a Khel,

Chieftainship wvas hereditery asong the Lothss,
Konyeks and Renguas., The Sema tribs hed & systea timt wes
based on the principles of land ownérship whx reby the
founding wesber under whose lssdership the villegs wes
established would become the chief, The position of the
chief was not s:cur+, as los:z of public coufidener could
@eprive hiz tix right to rule.

If nozination within the traiitional sctup was

@irect and simpie, then modern socletiez on the other

han2 wer< too large numerically sni the matters of the
state too complex, to allow dlrect dezoccfacy (lill: 197%),

. A more feasible slternztive was the institutionali.
sation of representative democracy, the basis of which is
the entrusting of the tasks of ghverning to tihc elites
popularly clected through the ballot box,

Eocietal conflicts generated by structurzl cone
tradictions coulld be done sway eit:er by raiical re.

structuring of the soclety (revolution) or ty integrative
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process, Often these conflicts manifest itself through
the mediation of political parties,

Traditionally as opposed to the centralist parties
which aspire to project Netionel interest at large, the
regional parties have long been assoclated with marginal.
isation and alienation thereby promoting regional interest,
Host autonomous parties of the North Eastern states
typify the marginslised and aliensted peripheries
(Balveer Arora: 1989).

The history of modernm pollitiecal process in lagaland
could be attributed to the Jdifferences in ideology among
the educated elites, Among the moderates were a section
wvho had been directly instrumental in briugiig aboat
statehood while the other comprised of thosc who harboured
sympathy for the secessionists, The latier formed the
Democratic Froat (D.F,) party under the leadership of
Kevichusa (Thekkar : 1972) while the former, in response
formed a counter political perty which ceme to be known
2s the liagaland Ketionzlist organisation, Cubseguently
tvo contending parties emerged in the political arens,
they were the N.N.C which was regarded as an *'Indiesnised’
party by the extremist =snd the other wes the D.F.Party
which epltomlsed an sutonomous reglionzl party with paroehial



tendency. The former merged with the congress in 1932,
while the latter cawe to be known as (inited Democratic
Front in 1974, The total strength of the state legisla-
tive assembly is sixty of which twenty was to be re-
served for the gistrict of Tuensang, There are two
representatives to the parliament, Taeble 17 shows the
electoral results of the eight general elections held
betwieen 1964.1993,
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Besults of the Generzl Elections of Nageland ( 196+ - 1993 )
Lo the State lezgislative Asseubly.

Years jilectorates \Total votes L Sto :Ptrty Resulte: '
. ,polled v Zlector. contesting 'Parties teats won
' t ates ' ! 1
1964  1,24,166 62,720 50.51 N.P, N.N,.O, 25
1969  1,76,931  1,39,328 78.75 N.i,.0, N.K,0, 22
197«  3,95,070 2,97 ,648 75.3% g.g.g. UDo ¥, 26
1977  3,98,035  3,31,461 83.27 U.D.F, U.D.F, 35 '
R.pP.CC, -
1982 5,96,453 1,143,972 7 e NN.DP  N.N.D.P. 2 N
Congress
1987 5,82, 301 4,91,92% 8l 48 gogggna Congress 1 3
. L ] QP.
A.P,P
B.J P,
1989 59821“‘26 l"0989822 85.65 g.l «CsliFC Congress I I
ePup,
1993 8,13,362 743%,799 90.34% LH.Couy Congress I 35
chgc.‘wp
DQLP’I.N.D.

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statisties, Govt,of Nagaland,



Analisis of the =boe table shows that ihv Congress
emerged as a2 formidable force after 1937 as a resalt
of a fra;mented und wezk opposlticn, the laterappeared
to be on the decline, It 1s evident that thxw perciption
of thm electorzte was influenced by the prevalling
political sitistion, Thls was reflectedi in the poll

results,

.Ayﬁanntly the assurarces of the pestoration of
peace and stability Ly the K.N.O in the turbulent sixties
saw the party throagh two saccessive victories, 1a 1964
and 19¢9,

in 196€ a no confldence aotion mprlvéd Pe vhilu Ao
of his chietministership. sppayently the susplcion of an
A0 chief ninister shifting the capitsl to .lokckehung in
the ligut of & telk of a possible shlft of the euapltul _
to elther wWokha,Ulmapur or Mokokchung ceuus-.i much rescntment,
lle wes repleced by T.s. Angeni who rimalned in of:ice tiil
the next electi.ns in 1963,

By 1974 2 resurgent opposition called the Initel
Democratic trint came to power under the lecdership of
Vigol sngmai, defeating the M., Ln toe elections, Toe
N, K,0 saffercrd = set back sftsr the parllza ntary election
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in 1971when four ainister resigned. In 1979 President
rule was de¢lered when the U.u./government vas ousted
froa office on ground of nishandling the insurgency lssue.
They were accusei of 'Pussy Footing' the underground and
not taking a firm stance,

The Congress perty won the elections ig 1987,
and consolidatei its position by wining the elections
o nsecutively in 1989 and 1993. The decline of the U.D.F
was presumebly dee to its insbility to solve the insargen.
cy probl-ms despite its claim to have had = better re-
lationship wit: the under;round., Onthe other hand the
Congress were fortunate as the period of their tenure
in office was relatively peacefal & a result of the
decreasc in insurgent sctivities,

b.5. COCLEIO.

As a result of the independent and soverelign nature
of the villages end their inability of establish an in.
tegrated structure asbove the village unit, esnnexation of
the liaga lillls was carried ocut on an individual village
basis. This way have precvented ‘en-mssse' sabjucation
but on the other bhend the limited interaction led to the
developuent of individualictic tendencles and parechialisn,
These tralts did not gt obliterated in the proce:ss of



- 105 -

integration, consequently it had 2 tendemcy to manifest
itself in the course of tribel conflict.

Such differences had been rere within the village
units as the system of nouminating clan elders assured
equal representation snd participation in the powers and
wealth of the village., The role of the traditional elites
wvere functionary in nature without actual powers, never-

theless their position bestowed prestige and honoar on
the individaal, Their influence withstood the test of

Sritish intervention ad their relationship with the new
elites (Fducated widdle class) remeined amicable as the
latter worked accordance vith their traditional counterparts,

The foruation of the state ushered in an era of
standardised political and centralised systea., "he systez
of representative clectorsl process based on the ballot
box widened the scope of cendiidateship, enabling even
the monied to particlipate in the electoral processes thst
had previously been based on a system of nominaztion and
general consensas and had been regarded as en exclusive
domsin of the clan elders,

In the past the vililages councils had been the
highest decision making body,., But under the new peolitie=l
setup, policies and decision regarding the general village
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‘development vas transfered from the villsge to the
administrative centres =nd state capital. Consequently,

the influence and authority of the traditional elites dogu-
ned and as such the traditional cores and its elites were
marginalised., Secondly the distancing of the decisions

s givem rise to mobilisation and integration of the
discrete tribes into viable political entities in an effort
to increase participation. This also emphesigzed the need

for an sccess to the rezources and developmental processes,

Despite the reduced powers of the traditionel
elites, they had not relinquished their control in
certain aspects siuch as control of clan and ward land,
clan courts and the village council wnich 1s protected
and guaranteed vy the constitution, The traditional
elites mobilise the people into meintaining their identity
by keeping alive traditional laws end customs,

Tridal solidarity bave strong clzn base, while
the new sollidarities such as the Pan Haga Moveament
were forged by various groups faclng simliler problems
of adaptetion to the changing social, economic and
political situations (Anungla: 1993). In the past there

appecared to be some lecvel of interdependernce as a result
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of trade, but in the process of developacnt they found
thensclves competing for the same sczrce resources. In
the process, soclo-caltural differences that had reaazined
doraant during the process of integration sarfaced,
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51 Regionalism in the country today, has become such
a serious problem that it literally threatens to balkanise
the country. As a phenomena, it epitomises an extreme
desire of a group to retain its territorial identity and
exclusiveness, If separatism or secessionism is indeed

an extreme form of regionalism, it becomes imperative

to examine the cause and impact it has on the area it
operates in, as well as in its adjoining terriotories,

Secessionist movements are differemtiated from
rebellion by its sheer magnitude and level of participation.
For if the former is restricted by the limited space it
operates in, then the latter encompasses the involvement
of the entire population whose sole objective is to
literally break away. ilo doubt, no two insurgencies are
identical. However, the common objective is caputiring
the centre of territorial base within a state. The success
of such an endeavour is directly dependent on 1its pre-
requiste conditions such as historial background, favourable
terrain, self sufficiency of economy and its sustainability
(whieéh is the untiring and unfaltering support of
sympathetic masses ),
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The role of a favourable terrsin cannot be
under-estimated as it is directly linked with the cntire
operation, Time and again impenetrable jungles hove sus.
tained insurgents who have survived the relentless counter
insargent offensive of a numerically stronger opponent
even under the mest trying circumstsances,

The moveasent took its roots in the erystallization
of a common identity and bonding of the wvarious tribes,
The greatest impeet of the Aritish intervention in the
early 1830's was t he spread of Christisnity and education
that resulted in the emergenge of 2n educated mlddle
class whe not only initiated the igentification of comon-
alities and Pun laga condlousness bat also spearheaded
the auton-aous movement which took an extreme insargent
course under the cherismatic leadershis of Zapu Phizo,
The strategic location of tie liaga hills was what had
initislly caught the ettention of the Sritish impeprialist,
On a lockout for un slternative trade route tc Manipur and
Burma, the hills appeared as an ideal choiece =8 Lt served
twvo purp ses which were, an alternaztive trade route and
secondly it would enable the British to check the problems
of rélds perpetuated in the plains by the hill people,



Administrriion of tve hille were essier said than
dome as the tritish soon found out. Humerous punitive
expeditions were carricd out between 1835 to 1851 but such
retailetory esctions paid little divident as ralds continued,
Ultimately after some delibepatio-n the british est:hlished
& police cut posti in femagubting (Chumakedims), with the
expansion of the téa estates, Lritish adainistrotion ex-
tended their texyitories upto the Naga Eills ani in retai.
listion the lingas raided the plains, In an effort to
safeguard their Loterest as well as protect t'¢ hill people
sgainst the exploitation by the cutsiders, the Brid sh
introduction the Inner Line Regulation in 1373 which
restricted noveaent ceross the borders uni this was revised
severzl times, the last being in 1958 uader the Indien
government, ..t entiiled the requircment of speci=l prraits
to enter te hills,

The adninistrstore adopted a policy of demarcation
of boundaries ss yet :=nother mecsure to check the raide
plunder of tre pleins., In 1881 and 1891, the boundzries
betw en the lega Hills and Uop~er Burie and «gsam weve

denurcetcd,

In 1873 tne hesdquarter was shiftes {rom Sammgating
to Kohimm, while the sub.dlivision of Wokha and Mokokchung
wepe setup in 1879 and 1890 resoecctively. In 1919 the Naga
Eills wes declarcd beckwurd tructs within tbe province of Assaa,
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As part of tis recrultment policy during the
First kWorld ksr, it vas made compulsory to provide =
fixed number of young wmen for services in the labour
corps, it was here, far from home that a comaradlerc
developad belween tml various tribes and as & result =
Haga Identity wes forged. On thelr return the veterans
formed the Xage Club In 1915, In 1929 the Club sagbuitted
a meaorandua to the Gimon Commission expressing their
apprehensions ani feasre of socio-cultaral engalfaent and
requested the restoration of laga indeoenderge after
the British pullie.i oat of Indln, They expressed their
hopes that the Sritish goveraasrnt voald eontinue te
safegaaprd their rights arainst all encroachments fro:s
p¢oplo who were more sdvanced than then,"If the Sritish
governaent however, vant to throw us ewsy, we proy that
ve should not be thrust Lo the merey of the peogple who
c>uld never have conguer-d us thrmsclwes, and to whoz
ve never subjectel, but leave as alone to determine

for oursclves as in asclent wi=es"™ (Aliba Imti:1933).

In 1936, by the promilgation of the cxeluded and
partislly included sreas act, the liills were declared

an excludcd zone within the province of Assaa.

On tne eve of the partition of the ecountry, the
Laga Rational Council (i.h.C.) which by thrn had assamed
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the role ass e protector of the Uags Pights subaitted a
ssmorandua on 20th February 19%7, expressing their in.
securities of their destiny in say future political
arranie:aent. Thay sppealei for the setup of an interia
government for a period of ter years at the end of wvhich
they were to be in a position to freely choose any fora
of gover:ment they wanted,

On Jare 1947, 'ir Akber Hydczri the Gewernor of
Assam was instructed by the goverament to initiate
talks 80 a: to arrive at = satisfactory agreement with
B.N.C with regaris to their decends, However, misunicr-
standing over the nineth clause of the nire point
agree »nt (regarding the tr:n:cfer of powver, at the end
of the ten year of the Interia covernment) led to its
fallure and non-implementation,

The retarn of Zapfa Phizo to the Naga Hilis in
194€ oaxked s turning point in the .a.a politics as the
sutrenist within the K,...C grew in atrength and gradually
doainatei the council, Their ability to whip up senti.
ments znl their propemsity to susceed was cvident froxw
the sdoption of more aggressiwve policles, The initial
responsc vas overvhelaing as thousends of signatures and
thumb fspressions wers collected during the plebiscite



of 1951 which was followe:d by the agltations in the
fora of civil disobedience and boycott of elections in

1992 and 1957,

Unable to arrive at an amjcsable solution and
fapatient with the stalemate, the extrcaist within the
N.i:.,C, dgeclercd independence setting up a parsllel
- Naga Federal Governwent, Its flag wves holsted in Phensinya
a Rengme village on 22 March 195€,

The new govsrnwent elearly cutlined {ts objective
in its constitution which entailcd the setting un of
a parliemsent constituting of hundred s abers(Tatars)
headed hy'a president (Kedabge), governors (4Angs) and
Ministers (Kilons:rs) (fema: 1986),

It also endorsed the s#wdnistration of the
kepublilic vhose sovereignty they emphasised had becn
unquestionably valid froe tise famemorial,

On 23 Feptevber 1980 the pesce talks began gt
Chedensa near Xohims, It wa: in the second wmeeting thst
Issac Swu asserted that Indla and Nagalsnd were two
separate nations ani as such the me:ting between the
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twvo groups wes to establish a friendly relationship be-
twveen two neighbouring territories, while the governarnt
delegates reassured the former of safeguarding thelir
identity by preserving thelr custos and laws as envisaged
in the Nine point agreenent and in addition their tribal
lands would be protected as non-tribal would not be
allowed to purchased their property. it was evident that
the integrity of the Union would not be compromised under,
any circumstances, The peace mulssion ultimately dissolved
after the expulsion of ! ev, /. Scott in 1966, for allegedly
adopting a pertisan role and atunpungjo internationalise
the liags issue,

Inspite of six rounds of peace talks and at least
sixty extensions of ceasefires over a period of elght years,
the issue pemsined unresolved and on 1st Eepteamber,1972,
the s.zi.c;,tbe Hegs Federsl government and t he Haga TFederal
aray were banned,

in 1975 the signdng of the fhillon; Aecord ushered
in 2 new era of gnderstaniing and peace efforts, Several
insargents vho surrendered and came overground, were glven
assurances of rebebillitstion by th: governazent of lagaland,
For those who 414 not sccest the terns of Lhe accord cone-
tinued with their struggles ani as such, under such circum=
stances the probleas of insurgency still exist at large,
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Insurgency in the present decade hes sssumed
magnified dimensions by virtue of the apparent web or
"nexus® that it hes esteblished within =d outside the
aniecn,

The 1nsurgents asppear to be eoperating closer home,
presumably as a result of the destruction of thelir besis
by the sceurity foreces and stepped up counter insurgent
operations of 'he Burmese governmcnt in an effort to
check the aetivities of the Ksehin rebels, thereby de-

priving the Nega Insurgents of thelr permen-nt camps,

The stractaring of territorial boundaries during
the coloniel rule such es to lead to flexible boundaries
vith ethnic groups and communities overlapping has shown
trewendous potentialitics for intra-regional dissonanee
particularly for Indis which has comuon boundaries with
several countries such as Pakistanm and Bangladcsh, Con-
seguontly the imperatives of natlonhcod had tremendous
impiications in the event of intercthnic relationship
taking on & conflictual nature, It can cvoke tensions in
bilateral teras, Pegurding iastra-regional implications,
the soclo-cultural contiguities in meny cuzsec spill over
the territorisl confincs of the sdjacent states complica-
ting proecesses of llikuges of neighbourhocd, £0 ethnic
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violence in on: state may bring in its neighbourhood
refugees as well as political activitles, meking it
2 sanctuary for seccssionist (Phadnis : 1989).

Interested parties having hostile relations the
country concerned may even of fer assistance to promulgate
instability. In the light of these clrcumstances it be
comes imperative to study the problem of insargency and
analyse its impset on ajjacent territories,

The notion of Kage scolidarity came into promimence
after the tuwo world Wars, particularly the second, Colonialist
had demarcated boundaries based on administrative conveni.
ence =nd the conseguence of these arpangements played an
izportant reie in ethnie pmble:s in yeays to come,

In the course of the insurgent movement, the
activities were not contained within the state, prather
it had = tendency to spill over to the Naga inhabited
apreas in the adjolning stztes and territories,

From aboat 1815 the Burmese aray was mcunting
pressure on Assam and Manipar vhich forced the interven-
tion of the British, The signing of the Yandeboo treaty
in 1826 between king Aya and the British compelled the
former to renounce all claims upon Assam and Menipur and
although no formel treaty was established between the
two with regards to the boundary, apparently the British
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claimed that the Burmese acquiesced in the watershed of
the Pltkai range, thereby demarcating the territory between
the two, Today several hkega tribes live in Bursas,

The menace of raids by Mg_an tribes on Manipar
compelled the british government to deasarcate the boundary
between the two in 1872. i4s a measure of friendly gesture
to the Buruese after the Yandsboo treaty the British con-
ceeded the Kabaw valley to them in 1833 and in return gave
the Manipur mshara’a t he task of controlling the western
Kagas in 19%5, Subsequent administrative arrangeuzents
transferred more Naga aress t o Hanipur there after.(8arin:

In 1891 the revolt led by Senspati Tikendrasjit Singh
resulted in the British taking over control of the admini.
stration in 1907. A durbar beaded by a British eivilien
vas installed to advice the faja., The head of the durbar
vas also made the de.facto sdministrztor of tre hill apreas
and the latter was declar<d =erely a dependent and henceforth
edministered by the durbar, Ag a result of this policy the
hill areas politiecswere virtually cut off froz the plains
and the hill people affiliated themselves with the Nags tribes
rather than the plains people, Moreover this wvas endorsed by
the cultural affinities they shared with the Nagas of Nagaland,

In the wvake of the state reorganisation committee's
visit, the Manipur Naga Hational Couneil wes formed, Although

e
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the M.N,N.C repudiated vioclence theipr sympathy for the N.i.C.
was obviocus a&s tiey desandcd for integration of all Hage areas,
Conseguently the hill polities (Manmipur) took the same course
as those in the erstwhile Kaga Hills, In 1956 the LKaga people
inhabiting the hill region of Manipur, contagious to Nagaland
took to armed insurgency to press their demand for secession,
It was reported that the period between 1960-67 saw to the in.
numerous visits paid by underground leaders to the hill areas
of Manipur, These areas served as corrilflors for Hega insurgents
trekking to erstwvhile ' sst Pakistan.(Bangladesh) and Kachin
(Buraza) from Scmra tracts via,Ukhral sab-division,

External connections of the Naga insurgents such as China
and Pakistan could be described as a2 case of-boklng for a friend
in the enemy™ in the light of the prevailing antagonistic bi.
lateral relationships.(Padnis;19€0). In view of the apparent
nexus ( Indo Burma Revolautionery Front), the state governments
of the North East states have resolved t o initiate an integrated
approach whereby similtaneous counter insurgent operations would
be carried out preventing, inter state movements of.the in.
sargents acros: the porous boundaries,

The progress made by the insaurgents in the initial phases
by way of human ani material aobliization was lavensurable.
Counter insargent activitiecs were easily repulsed by the highly
organised fedrel aray with its encrmous recruitment potantiali.
ties and & well developed intelligence cell, They were sustained
by the food procured from the villages and their ablility to mingle



easlily with the villagers made the task for the armed
forces tvice as difficult. In response, the latter resorted
to the 'Groupipg’® system which had been effectively used

by the British to coibat commnitst guerillas in Malaya,
This tactic proved successful as it isolated the villagers
froam the rebels, catting off the sapply of food that had
sustained the insurgents for so long, It also alienated

the masses from the former and eventually feoa the movement,

The year 1956 was ewentful, The districts of
Mokokchung and Tuensang declared disturbed areas due
to the unabated incurgent activities, It was followed by
the execation of T, N, Sakhrie a former associate of
Phizo by extremist, This served a8 a turning point in
the movement, The euphoris of independence and frecdom
did not last long, Mounting econcmic pressures coupled
with the aggressive tactics and retaliatory measures
taken against suspected governuent collsborators appalled
the public, A disillusioned section of the comaunity
comprising meinly of church leaders and moderates sought
to arrive at a satisfactory solution of the Naga provless
through pesceful negotiations, A8 a result the All tribes
Naga people's convention (that cmstituted of the delegates
and representatives of the Nage tribes of the egstyhile
Nage Hills and the Tuensang area) was estzblished in 1956,
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- After the first convention at Xohima on 26th Aagust

@ delegation led by Dr. Imkongliba Ao wmet the prime minister
Javaharlal Hehru on 27th {eptember 1957. Following the
Prime minister's acceptance of the Kohima convention re.
solutions the suthorities restored full freedom of movement

and specch in th: region and undertook degrouping pro-
ceedures, At the third mecting the comidtiee resolved to
negotizte for an aaton)uous state within the anion in

lieu of peazce and stability in the hills, During this
meeting a 16 point agreement = orandur wes dravn up. It
envisaged the constitatior of a seperzte state called
Bagaland, that would be under the ministry of external
affairs, There was t 0 be » three year trensitionsl period
before the formation of statc, during which various tribvel

representatives would form an interim body,

The movement sufferzd a serious set bzkk with the
exile of Phizo to London in 1961, Following his departure,
2 tussle over leadership led to division within the daga
Federal governzent, A section of the coriumity which had
been sympathetic to the causc of the movement initiated a
peaceful settlement to the problem, It was at the third
Na:aland Baptist Convention in 1964, that = resolution
regarding the establishmnt of a peace mission was adopted,
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(Semz : 1986), Ultiuately a three member mission comprising
of Reverand Michszel Scott, Shri, B.P, Chaliha and Shri
Jeyaprakash Nerayan was set up to act as an impartizl me-
diating body which would bring t he contending perties
together around the conference table, On 25th May 1964, after
about one and half month of negotiations, it was agreed
upon that there would be no import of weapons from other
countries by the insurgents during the peace talks and

the government was to suspend its jungle operations, dis-
continue the search operations in the villages and imposition
of political fines, further a cease fire was maintained
during the period of negotiations. |

5.3 ASSESSMENT:

The Pan Neaya Solidarity Movement was an outcome of
the growing awareness of tho commonallties among the various
tribes vis-a.vis the cultures of the mainstream and the
need to distinguish therselves as 2 distinct identity, The
feelings of inseeurities and discontent which was growing
since the impocition of the British rule, reached a climax
in the post-stute hood period as the liagas protested against
the forceful occupation of t heir land by the British and

later incorporetion with India,



They obviously considered the extension of central
authority as an intrusion into their personal space and as
& result, they actively defended their territories and un-
changing tribal boundaries, as they came under pressure, In
an attempt to preserve their identity the wvarious groups are
seen . lousing their ranks subsuaming differences and adveocat-
ing for independence, but in the process of integration they
were not able to establish strong solidarity base and clear-
cut ideology to withstand the divisive prcssures that deve.
loped later, The diverging external influences of Maocism on
one hand and the western bourgeois ideology on the other
resulted in a split within the N,N.C, with the extremist
resorting to militancy under the influence of meoist ideology
which endorses the use of force "All political power must
flow from t he barrel of the gun®,

At the initial phases of the movement the insurgents
had enormous support by way of human and material mobilisation
but as cleavages within the leadership became more apparent
disillusionment set in and this was further aggravated by the
Maoist tendencies and Chinese connection which zlarmed church
leaders, Ultimately the execution of T.K. Sakrie galvanised
the moderates and church leaders to initiate negotiations to
restore peace and stability within the region,
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The insurgents under estimated the strength of the
opponent and the ability of the central government to gain
lost grounds with the public, in the light of ideological
differences and hence an absence of clear cut ideology, the
barrel of the gun policy could not hold the people together
for long and as such its decline wes inevitable. However,
resurgence of the movement in the recent years prowes that
the issues cannot be resolved unless a genuine appreciation
of the problems is attempted and every possible ways and
means are explored to solve this crucial problem that threat.
ens the stability of the region,



GHAFIER = VI

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND U ICLUSIONS



- 12 -

Humen interaction within a diverse geographical
and soclo-cultural setting gencrates awareness of dis-
tinctiveness &nd creates a sitaation whercin regional
forces mcsert their ldentity. fuch tendencies glves
rise to reglonalism which can be examined at two levels

of interaction.

... 2he first level of interacltion exanines the growing
contagt between the formerly isolatey tribes and the out-
gsiders initiated duriag the colonial raie, It highlights
Nago ethnicty vis-a-vis the mainstream and has been re.

sponsible for the large scale mobilisation towards insurgency,.

4 The second leve] of interaction deals with the
inter-Naga tribal relatidnship that has been responsible
for the instability and strugsgle for supremacy and ethno-

coentrism within the state,

1. The peripheral location coupled with the hilly
ragged berrain and environur nfal factors mage the area
inaccessiole imposing restrictions on novement and social
contact as a result of which distinet c:lture and multi-

plicity of diszlects evolved,

2. Limitel interzction gave rise to emergence of
sovercign 8¢l - contalned villages that formed the largest
political structure, while the clans formed the smellest

unlt, The ingependerit nsture of their villzges prevented
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en-masse subjucation vhich compelled the colonialist to
annext the Haga Hills on individual village basis,

3. An ethnographic study of the namerous Naga tribes
reveal variations in the soclal and political organisation,
However these variations appear to be based on the same
social principles as examplified by the siumilarities in
the soeclal organisation sueh as the aorung system,division
of villages into Khels, the autonomy of the village states
add the strong clan ties, Differences are evident in the
political set up as a sherp contrast is seen betwecn the
democratic Ao and Angami tribes with their rule of the
pecple and the Konyaks with the hereditary office of the

autocratic chief,

4. The advent of the British and the spread of chri-
stianity and education acted as a unifying factor in two
vays., By bringing =211 the tribes undc¢r a common political
control and =bolishirg the practice of head hunting, a
congenial atmosphere for interaction was created which
was further endorsed by the educational eentres which
served as ready base for inter tribal contacts, The intro-
duction of 2 comumon religion aided in minimksing differ.
ences among the discrete tribes projecting a notion of
being distinct from the largely Hindu and muslim Indian

society,



9e The onset of the modern political set up in the
post-statehood era led to the emergence of a standardised
and centralised administrative system, The system of re-
presentative electoral process based on the ballot box,
widened the scope for candidateship, aliowlng even the
monied to participate in a system that had previously
been based on a system of nomination and general consensus

and considzsred the exclusive domesin of the c¢lan elders.

6. Under the new politico-administrative set up
decisions and policies regarding t he general village
development were transfered from the council elders to

the state capitals while economic zctivities now centered
around the poly-ethnic centres, Conseguently the tradi-
tional cores and elites vwere marginazliscd znd as a result

of the distancing of the decisions from the people, dicerete
tribes mobilised and integrated into viable political en-
tities contending to sccurc their share in the state develop-

@ental processes,

7 Despite their greatly reduced powers, the traditional
elites have not relinquished their cort rol in certain
spheres that have been safeguarded by the constitution. By
meintaining their Braditional village councils, they are
position to mobilise their people into preserving their

identity by keeping alive their trajitions and customs,
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8. An outcome of the indiscriminate naming and clubbing o
of the tribes by the British based on presumed similarities
was the grouping of linguistically diverse tribes, Fissions
vithin such amalgamated groups emerged when dominant sub
group sought to repress the ainor subgroup politieally,
economically and calturally, generating a sense of intense
insecurity and notion of deprivation, that ultimately led

to the bresk away &nd formation of independent tribes as in
the case of t he Pochury tribe in 1990,

9. The Pan-Naga solidarity movems nt was an ocutcoze of
the growing awarencss of the comonalities among the various
tribes vis-a.vis the cultures of the National meinstream and
the need to ldentify themselws as a distinct integrated
tribe,

Feelings of insecurity which had been zrowing since
the imposition of the Sritish rule, reached a climax in the
post-state period, Apparently, they considered the extension
of the centrsl suthority ss an intrusion into their personal
space and unchanging tribal boundaries as they came under
pressure, Compelled by a urge to preserve their identity the
various groups are seecn closing their ranks, subsuming
differences and advocating independence and pelitical pro-
minence for the Nagas as = Nation,
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10. The movement failcd to sustain its initial momentum
and in the absence of a clear cut ideology, it could not
withstand the test of tim end divissive pressures within
ite leadership ranks, nor did the insurgents forsee the
capebility of the government, to win the confidence of the
people in the face of the growing dissillusionment of the
masses, eventually the movement declined,

11. The overall development of the state is relatively
low and this is compounded by the inter-state disparities
as only four cut of the total sewven districts appear cmm-
paratively developed, apart from the limitations posed by
inherent geographiecal factors such as the rugged terrain,
inadequate economic diversification has l¢d to a unbalanced
or lopsided economic development, While z poorly developed
industrial scctor places tremendous constraints cn the
tertiary sectory further aggravting the imbalance,

Developmental processes after the formation of the
state attracted a darge influx of migrants, conseguent to
which competition for the opoortunitics emerged giving rise to
ethnic conflict as the tribalis sought to safeguard their
common interest projecting a unified Naga 1dentity and comzon
front vis.a-vis the outsijers, On the other hand the increasing
rate of unemployment and marginalisation of the weaker sections
in the ensuing competition among the indigenous population,
prompted the government into adoptirg protective measures
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such as the reservation for backward tribes that aggravated
the existing problem of parochialism, Conseguently in the
light of the highly developed sense of deprivation, ethno-
centrisn exerged to dominate all forms of transaction and
relationship..

The various trdbes lived in relatiw iscolation
evolving diverse soclo-cualtural tralts =nd estab lirhed
independent self-contalned vills, ¢s te which it: =members
owed ultlimate allegiance, Hothwithstaniing this, loosely knit
leagues of viliages witiin ones own tribe were recognised
based on assumed common origin, shared history, linguistie
affini%ies and cuitaral practices on which was presumably
founded their tribal identity.

The diverse soclo-ciltural traits appear to be based
on the same soeciel prinmciples and as such the variations
could be the outcome of manifeststions of individualistic
expressions, Hoveyer, the leagues were mostly temporary
arrangements and dld not neeessarily involve political
doalnation thus individuasl villages retalned their sovere-
ignty.

In a bid to safeguard their interest in the plains and
help preserve the unigue Naga cu.ture and protect them against
the exploitation by ocutsiders, the Inner Line Regulation
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vas introduced in 1873. This policy restricted movement
into the hills =nd by liwmiting social interaction, it
slienated the liagas from the malnstream politics sach as
the participation in the freedom struggle and impeded
absorption into the Natlionel mainstream, Jltimately it
led to the marginalisation, hence the entrenched notioms
of exclusiveness,

Hotwithstaading the soclo-calbural diversity, the
discrete tribes werc colectiwly knovn as Nagas to thelr
nelghbours in the plains and this notion was popularised
among the outsi.ders ani even the Nagas themselwes by the
British outsiders, Subsequently the diserete tribes who
had never ascribed themselves to & cowaon tag of identifi.
eation later adopted the generic tera that provided them

e common badge of identification,

By bringing all the tribes ander a coamon political
control and abolishing the practice of head hunting, an
atamosphere congenial for promoting peace and imcreassed
interaction replaced one, that was formerly characterised
by fear mund suspicion, The introdaction of a common religion
nnd spread of educaiion minimised the differences, providing
a strong sclidarity bese and projeécting them as distinet

froa the mainstrecan caltures,
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Protesting against the lntrusion of the personal
spase and the izposition of slien control since th uritish
ruale, the discontentm:nt was ssnifested In tie fora of

insurgency in the post indep: ndence peéeriod,

‘ Propelled by the imsecurities and apprehcnsion of
thélr position in the future politic:l arrangement after
the vithirawal of the dritish and compounded by fears of
soclo-caltural engulfzent, tb§ educated =iddle class ine
itlatej the Pan-Nuga Solidarity Moveacnt, In an attempt
to safeguard their caiture, the w.rious greoups asre secn
closing thelr ranks and subsuzlng d:fferences snd sivocae
tin; for independence,

Apparently the process of inte ration was not accompa-
nied by a stron; sclidarity base or a clear cut ideology
that waes abl¢ to vithstanding the livissive pres: ures among
the clites and thelr contres$ing ideologles influenced by
Maeisa on one hand that advocated the usage of f orce and the
vestern boargecise idea on the other, .

Unable to sustein the initisl womentum the moverent
gradually buogan losing spoegl of the masses and 4n the rbsence
of & clear cut ideology and ficslons within the leadership
ranks the t'Barrel of gun' ideology could forge the bondi only

on a temporury basis,
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In compliance with the integrative policies of the
state in the Post Independent era, all peripheral and minori-
ty groups were assimilated into th: National mainstream

through the process of socio-economic development,

After the emergence of the state rapid developmental
processes transformed thc economic and socizl landscape
wvherein the emergence of a centralised power and bureaucracy
led to the creation of a class of neo elites or "power elites",
Monopolisation of the state resources by a select few, parti.
cularly the upper stratum of the population and the advanced
tribes vho are in a better position to bargain due to their
representation 1n the policy foraulating agencies, consequently

stratefying the soclety and promoting perochialism,

In the past, the village was a soclo-econoumic
foei, wherein all its members were assured equal represen-
tation and participation in the d evelopmentzl benefits. In
the context of the centralisation of nower that accompanied
the developmental processes, the various tribes mobilised
and integrated into viable socloe-political entities, giving
a ney dimension to the electoral process, Under these cir-
cums tances, the residues of the older social formatien
appear %o be reasctivated consequently the differences

tha! were minimised and subsumed in the process of integration

re~emerged,.



The formation of the state was a compramise of the rocess

of the Naga sclidarity movement and the resultant confrontation
between the former and the central government. Subsequently

the government made a conscious efiort to initiate socic-
econonic development processcs to assimiliate this peripheral
state into the national nainstrean, at the same time it sought
to dawpen and de-intensify the separatist movement. Despite

the congiderable amount of capital input ifior econocmic development,
inherent gecographical factors coupled with the mismanagement of
the develcpuent created a conditicn of unbalanced and low level
of economic develcpaent, dependency and new inequalities.

Consecuently, changes in the econcmic scenario set
into motion a process of social transformation fro. a marginally
differentisted traditional to a stratified contempcrary society.
The modern political and aduninistrative setup has made the
powers and wealth 0f the st te¢ available to a select few creat-
ing a clas: of neo-elites, stratifying the soectety horizontally
along sccic-econcmic lines and vertically along tribal lines.

In view of the uneven distributicn of wealth and
increasing unemployment prchblem there has been an increase in the
conpetition for a share in the developmental benefits. Conscguently
mobilisation of pecple along the lines cf their ascriptive(tribal)
identities has transformes the #crwerly growp - symbiotic
relationship to one cf grouwp coapetitivenmcss, while the increasing
discontentment of the deprived sections 0f society gives a new
econonic dimengion tO the ongoing insurgent activities.
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considering the implicaticns of palitical ingtability in
& border state such as Nagaland, the boundaries of the country
becone extrenely v\iherahle. particularly in view of the anta-
gonigtic bilateral relaticnship and trans-border affinities
{Myamar). It becones imperstive to resolwe the persistant
insurgent problemg., however such efforts must be precedec by
attempts at minimising divigive tendencies (within the state)
that appears to compound to the existing probleas of instabi-
lity. Considering the problen partainirg to the latter, con-
cretisation cof developmental plans are essential tc ensure a
greater level of econcmic development within the state,

of
The changes as a result insurgency that have been

indicatec here, nay be major or uinore. Further studies could be
taken up in this respect to assertain the magnitude of such cha=
nges.
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ZUE SIXTEEN POINT AGNLEISNT

1. Ihe lage.

The territories thet were hitherto known as the
Naga Hills Tuensang Area under the Nega Hills . Tuensang
Avea Act, 1957, and any other liaga Area, vhich might
hereafter come ander 1t shall form a state within the

Indien Union and be hepreafter known as the state of
Nagaland,

2. 1he Mindstry InCharge.

Nagaland shall be under the ministry of External
Affairs of the Government of Indla,

3. Zbe Sovernor of Nazaland.

(2)The president shall appoint a Covernor of Nagaland
and he will be vested with the Execubive Powers of the

Governoent of Na;alund and he will function from the lead.
quarters of the Nagaland,

(2) His administrative secretariat will be headed by
a Chief Secretary station d at the ileadguarters with other
secretarizste starff 28 necessary,



(3) The Governor shall have special responsibility
vith regards to Lew, order and police during Transitbon-
al period only,

w.Councll of uisters.

(1) There shall be a Council of Ministers (Viz, Six
Ministers and three Deputy ministers) with a chief minister
as the head to assist and sdvise the Governor in the exer.
cise of his functions,

(2) The council of ministers shall be responsible to
the Nage Legislative Assembly,

Sedhe leglelablye.

There shall be a econstituted Legislative assembly
consisting of clected ani nominatcd wmeambers as may be
deemed necessary representing different tribes, ( further,
a duly constituted body of experts may be formed to
exanine and determine the principles of representation on
democratic besis),

6.Bepresentation in the Parliassent.

Three elected meubers shall represent the Nagaland
in the Union Parliament, i.¢, two in the Lok Sabha and
one in the Rajya Sabha,



-No acts of law passed by the Union Parliament affecting
the Folloving Provisions shall have legal force in Nagaland
unless specifically applied to it by a majority vote of
the Nagas Legislative Assembly,

(1) The Religious or Social practices of the Bages,
(2) Naga custozary laws and procedure.
- (3) Civil and Criminal Justice so far as these concern
decisions according to Nags Customery Laws,

(%) The ownership and iransfer of larnd and 1ts re-

sources,
8. loccl Self Government.

Each tribe shall have the following units of law-
making Administrative locsl Bodies to desl with matters

concerning the respective tribes and areas,

(1) The Village Council.
(2) The Range Council.

9. Administration of Justice.

(a) Each tribe shall have the following courts of
Justice;

(1) The village court,

(2) The Kange Court.

(3)va tribal courts,

(4+) Appelate courts.



(1) The District Court cum-sessions (for each district)
and Supremencourt of India,

(2) The Naga Tribunal (for the whole of the Nagaland)

in respect of these cases decided according to customary
law,

10. Administration of Tuepsang District.

(1) The Governor shall carry on the administration
of the Iuensang District for a period of ten years unul'
such time when the tribes in the Tuensang District are
capable of shouldering more responsibilities of t he advance
system of administration., The commencement of ten year
period of administration will start simultaneously with
the enforcement of detailed workings of the emnstitution
in the other parts of the Nagaland.

(2) Provided further that a Reglonal Council shall
be formed for Tuensang Bistrict by the elected represent-
atives from all the tribes in the Tuensang district, end
the Governor may nominate representatives to the Ex-offlcio
Chairmen of the Council, This Regional Council, will elect
members to the Naga legislative Assembly to represent
Tuensang District.

(3) Provided further that on the adviee of the Regional
Council, steps will be taken to start various councils and



courts, in those areas where the people feel themselves
capable of establishing such institation,

() Provided further that no act or laws passed by
the Naga Legislative Assembly shall be applicable to
Tuenseng Districtunless specificelly recommended by the
Regional Council,

(5) Provided further that the Regional Council shall
supervise and guide the working of the warious Council and
courts within Tuensang district, and wherever deewed nece-

ssary depute the local officers to act as chairmsn thereof,

(6) Provided further that councils of such areas in-
habited by mixed population or which have not as yet dew
clded t o which specific-Iribal Council to be affiliated
to, shall be directly under the Regional Council or the
time being, and at the end, of ten years the 8 ituation will
be reviewed and 1f the people so desire the perilod be further

extended,

To supplement the revenucs of the Nagaland, there

will be a need fort he government of Indlia to pay out of the
consolidated fund of Indla as Grants-on aild as follows:



(1) Lump-8unm as may be necessary each ycar for the
development programme in the Nagaland,

(2) 4 fixed recarring sun (annual sabvention) for
meeting the cost of the administration of Hagaland,

12, Be-transfer of reseryed forests.

All the reserved forests and other Laga area that
were transferred of Haga area will be returned to the Nagaland
vith a clearly defined boundary under the present settlement,

13. Consolidation of Contigeous laga Area.

The other Nags tribes inhabiting the areas contigeuous
to the pres-nt Nagaland be allowed to joln the Nagaland if
they so desire,

1%, FEorgation of Separate Negs Regiment,

In order that the haga people can fulfil their desire
of playirg a fall role in the defence forees of India, the
question of rising a separate Haga legiment should be duly

examined for asction,

V5.  ZIrensitiopal Period.

(a) On reaching the political settlement with govern-
sent of Indla, the daga people's convention for the liagaland
on the basis of the settlement.



(b) There shall be constituted an Interiam Body with
elected representatives from everyt tribe, to assist and
advise the governor in the aduinistration of lagaland during
the transitional period. The tenure of office of the members
of the Interim body wili be three years subject to re-election,

16. lpper Line fegulaticn.

The rules embodied in the protected Area Act 1958, shall
remain in force in Nagaland,

The following special resolutions were also appended
to the 16 point memorandum.

(1) The Haga Peoples convention records its deep
appreciation to the Administ:rtion for t he various velfare
activities and tie progres:c mde in the aduministration of

the area.

(2) The Naga peoples conventicn further reguests the
Aduinistration to extend the following amesty in order to
expenite restoration of peace in the Nagnland =nd to effect-
ively implement then preovisions of the political settlement
arrived at with the governor of Indla:

(1) To consider favourasbly the releasc of the Naga

political prisoners,
(ii) To extend further, general pardon to the underground
people c_odng overground.



(iii) To relax military patrolling, operations
and other restrictions to enable free
contact between overground and underground
people during the Amnesty period.

3 (3) The Naga peoples omwntion further appeals to
the Naga people in general, and the aggrieved families in
particular, to extend the same general pardon to the under-
ground people coming overground and also we appeal to 211
underground Nagas to stop all sorts of violent activities

from now on.

(4) The convention further requests the co-operations
of every tribe to take effective steps to bring normalcy
in the country.

(5) The Naga peoples convention once again invites
the underground to come overground and to participate fully
in the running of the new Government of Nagalamd,
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