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PREFACE

There are various approaches in interpreting political
philosophy and theological concept of politics. My frank
treatment with political situations and theological under-
standing may differ from others. However, I present here
my convictions in my own way. I would like to stress
that any suppression of truth is unfair and so we must be
utterly frank in our assessment of the situation.

I started writing this book without any scholarly
research before hand. It is the prevailing situation that
has prompted me te write down here my concerns. I hope
the readers will find the facts which this book tries to tell

openly.

This book is not for any academic interest. This is
an attempt to show that peace has not come to Nagaland
despite Government’s claim that there is peace. Once Naga-
land was praised for its natural beauty and the honesty
and simplicity of the people, but sadly enough, everything
has gone wrong within a span of thirty years. The
situation in Nagaland has gone beyond control. The
beauty and quality of Nagaland are being destroyed by
power—seeking politicians and public leaders in the State.
The Church which has been entrusted to proclaim “liberty
to the captives and sight to the blind has failed in carry-
ing out its responsibility., The Church in Nagaland has
failed to maintain a theological balance: the churches
preach what they cannot practise. We have failed the
society, because we have disobeyed the living God in figh-
ting for justice. When we refuse to listen, there will be
God’s judgement upon us. We try to spiritualize every-
thing in our own way, but we do not recognize the biblical
truth for justice.

Having seen the deteriorating situations in Nagaland,
various programmes such as seminars, consultations and
conferences with both church and political leaders have
been conducted by the Church as well as by the students,
tut people remain the same. Something must have gone
wrong. In a state where almost 85% of the population
are Christian, I particularly feel that the Church in Naga-
land is responsible for the many failures. The affirma-
tion of Bangkok Missionary Consultation (1972)is quite
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meaningful that evangelism and socio—political environ-

ments are both part and parcial of Christian duty ... and
faith without work is dead.

The socialism that is sweeping throughout Europe and
the coming of ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’, the Islamic Revolu-
tion for Islamic States, the Sikh Revolution in I ndia for
an Independent Sikh State, and so on may serve for us as
an eye-opener in many ways. It will be a shame on our
part if we do not wake up with a new sense of responsibi-
lity for self-reliance and self-identity and response to the
prophetic call to fight for justice.

For many years, we have not been able to speak out
our own right, not to speak of writing something about it.
The Church was preaching only the future salvation as if

it were the only role, and social responsibilitics were
set aside

We all believe in the freedom of expression as our
fundamental right. In this book I am expressing my views
about the role of the Church, State ard National
politics. Since the Naga people are a distinct race,
I want every Naga to realize the Naga Struggle for a
common cause irrespective of tribes, customs or creed. I
strongly feel that everyone should be free to express his
or her own opinion, and that his or her opinion should be
respected without any prejudice.
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Sovereign State of Punjab.
Dead Sea scroll.
High Caste of India Society.
Traditional name of Kachin or
Karen. '
Khymungam dialect (Water).
Regional Party of Punjab.
Assembly of Jews Elders.
Patriot Soldier.

Non-violence.

Ear-boring and Earing.

Federal Government Head Quarters.
Prime Minister

President

Home Minister.

Agriculture Minister.

Member of Parliament.

National Parliament.

Hebrew term of God.



CONTENTS

A Time of War and a Time of Peace
Acknowledgements

Preface

Abbreviation

Glossary

INTRODUCTION

NB W —

PN B D

B N

Politics

Church

The Meaning of Christianity

Christian Contribution to the Scociety
Christian View of Patriotism

CHAPTER I
THEOLOGY OF LIBERATION

Justice Demand

Justice in the Old Testament
Identification with Poor and Oppressed
Christian and Social Responsibility
The Church and Social Responsibility
A Family Member of Your

Towards Remedial Process of Situation
Human Rights and Christian Concern

CHAPTER I

BIRTHRIGHT AND PRESERVATION OF
SELF-IDENTITY

People Struggle for Self-Identity
Summary of the Myama National Conven-
tion Covenant adopted

- The Matchless Naga Society

The Land and Its People

Page
vii
1X

Xi
xlil
X1iv

N PB W N -

43

a4
48
54



@09 —

[

LA W —

ENAG O o D e

CHAPTER III

THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCHES

AND THEIR STATUS
Churches on the Cradles

Awakening Insurging
The Effect of the Revival

CHAPTER VI
THE CHURCHES AND THE STATE

Biblical Understanding of Church and State
Church Stand
Some Historical Facts

CHAPTER V
LET MY PEOPLE GO

Memorandum to Simon Commission —
Phizo Letter to C. Rajagopalachari —
Phizo Letter to Frederick H. Boland :

President of U.N.O. _—
Phizo Letter to President Republic of India —
Phizo Letter to Rajiv Gandhi Prime Minister

Republic of India =

CHAPTER VI
POLITICAL DRAMA

Peoples Movement

New Political Turn

The Price that was Paid
Insurgency Operation

The Man Who Sacrificed for Your
Tomorrow

The Man Who Fought for You

|

||

61
64

71
74

81
84

102
107

118

127
129
131
136

144
145



1.8
5.
5

VR NRISE

CHAPTER VIl
PEACE IN NAGALAND

Nagaland in the Flame — 149
Peace Usher in Nagaland — 150
Peace Mission Proposal — 16l

CHAPTER VIII

BRIEF BACKGROUND OF NAGA AFFAIRS
A Historical Background of Present Day

Naga Affairs — D

Pcace Talk and Delegation Letter to Government

of India = 17
aga Declaration of Peace ~ D

Statement of Federai Government of

Nagaland. — 179

CHAPTER IX
NAGAS AND CHRISTIANITY

Christian Responsibility — 185
Churck Concern Toward State Election — 186
Commurist View on Christianity — 194
Secularism and Christianity — 196
Leaders that Fear God — 200
Hindvism and Christianity : — 205
CHAPTER X
DANGEROUS THREATS TO NAGA PEOPLE
Prevailing Situations — 21

High Price to be Paid to Redeem Naga
Society — 214



CONCLUSION
Bibliography

Maps:
Reid Plan
Nagaland

PHOTOS:

N.N.C. President and Plebiscite (1951)
Naga Army after Ceasefire (1965)

Naga Church Leaders

Dawn of Peace

Nagaland Peace Mission Trio

First Round of Peace Talk

Mission Church Seized by Indian Army
First Naga Centennial Celebration
Demonstration of Baptist World Alliance
Memmorial of hundred human skull buri:d

APPENDIX

Peace, Peace When there is No Peace

221
221

118
118
122
22
122
122
66
66
78
78

231




Introduction

Politics _
The term politics was first used by Aristotle. It is deri-
ved from the Greek word polis which means city. To the
- Greeks, the city was the state where all human problems
. were dealt with. So, politics is an art, dealing with people
to live together and to co-operate in matters of common
Interest.

An Athenian interest was all centred in the city. His
art was civic; his religion, so far as it was not a family ma-
tter, was the religion of the city; and his religious festivals
were civic celebration. Therefore, to the Greeks, the city
was a life in common; its institution, as Aristotle said, was
a mede of life. The fundamental thought in all Greek
political philosophy was the harmony of the common life
(ethics, social, economics etc).

Aristotle tells us a simple truth which says: he who is
unable to live in a society, or who has no need to, because
he is sufficient for himself must be either a beast or a god.
It means man is a social animal, because he is born in a
society and lives in it. He is easily affected by sympathy,
and the desire for sympathy. He prefers company to
solitude.

This society must be properly organized ( a definite
territory distinct from others) and such a society or Com-
munity requires mutual adjustment and co-operation. A
life to share with each other’s weal and woe. Its activities
sometimes, somehow become political, the term is reserved
for those common affairs which are under the direction of
an authority or agency, managing or controlling these affairs
on behalf of and in the name of the community. This
agency or authority is what we call the state. Now, then
politics is the concern of every man with a sense of respon-
sibility, for everybody is affected by its rules and decisions.
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In a situation like that of Nagaland, the important
roles that politics and churches have to play cannot be under-
estimated. Herein Nagaland, in the heart of the defenceless
and _hplpless situation, there is a deep desire for political
stability, social security and spiritual balance. Risks are
high but the responsibilities of the churches are great. There
Isnotime to waste but fight for sccial, political and religious
Justice 1n accordance with the will of the Lord. This is
what I mean to be politics.

Church

~ The Hebrew word gokal (meaning, assembly) is con-
sidered to be a proper meaning of the church. The Greek
word ecclesia (...meaning, called out...) had been accepted
by the New Testament writers in order to give the true
meaning for the church. Anyway, whatever good meaning -
we have for the church is not our main concern, but the
responsibility of today’s church in relation to human life is
what counts most.

God becoming man is the centre for theological reflec-
tion and action, especially the incarnate life and work
of christ, based on love (love in biblical theology is the
chief criterion in establishing a good social relationship
as it is to God-man relationship).

As it has been in God’s plan, Jesus christ was called
out with a heavy responsibility and so was the church
called out with a purpose. Choosing seven deacons (Acts
6:1-6) was an administrative body to maintain equal rights
and equal sharing in socio—economic and religious life of
the early Christian community. Therefore, forming an
Apostolic body or establishing a church body was to execute
the plans and commands Jesus Christ left with us. For this
purpose, Jesus came preaching good news to the poor; for-
giving the sins of men; healing the sick; proclaiming liberty
to the oppressed and release to the captives (Luke £:18-19).
This is what the Lord of the church did. And so our theo-
logy should not leave any corner of human life unconcerned.
Many people consider the Kingdom of God as a small
part of human concern, but in a sound theology, political
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kingdom is a small part in God’s Kingdom. Thus the church
and politics are like two rooms under a single roof, which
is the Kingdom of God. If so, “Go into all the world and
make disciples of all nations” (M atthew 28:19f.)is our empha-
sis in order that “Thy will be done on earth as it is in hea-
ven”’ (Matthew 6:10) be accomplished.

The Meaning of Christianity

The Christian Church is described as disciples, Saints,
brothers and believers. In Greek the word Ecclesia which
literal meaning is ‘called out community’ call out from
“Darkness into light” (I Peter 2:9).

In other words, Ecclesia (A chosen People) before Jesus
was not a simple physical race. But it is inclusive of every
race who is called by God and obeyed that call.

This Christian Church is compared to a living body of
an individual. The Implication that the body hasa function
and that its member has to take the responsible part in the
function of the visible Church. But an individual Christian
in the Church ( whether invisible or visible only God
knows) is responsible in Ethical life and must be demons-
trated in visible Church. ‘“The Church is not a Graduate
School for saint, butis a kindergarten for Sinner” (Billy
Sunday). »

No true society can exist without common belief and
common aim. Religion declares that belief and aim, where
as Politics regulates the Society in practical realisation.
That is why Washington “said it is impossible to rightly
govern the world without God and Bible”. Our civilization
cannot survive materially unless it is redeemed spiritually.
Moral values cannot be retained without spiritually sound.
I believe this is an urgent challenge’ to our society today.
Unless we build up the concept of Christian responsibility
it is impossible to make our country survive with all kinds
of programme and policy. The Christian life an its purpose
must be practical and personal, living with responsibility
respond to God’s act of redemption in Christ. The poli-
tical history of Nagas begins with Christianity and must
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end with it. Any organisation in Nagaland without ba-
sing on the Christian faith will be a failure. Because God
has a special purpose for Nagas as a peculiar treasure lust
like Israel. As it is mentioned in the book of Amos. “of
all the nations of the Earth, You are the only one I have
known and cared for, that is what makes your sins so terri-
ble and that is why I must punish you for them. Amos 3:2.

Christian Contribution to the Society

The establishment of the educational Institutions by
Christian Missionaries namely William Carey, Alexander
Duff, John Wilson (and many others who deserved special
mention) in Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Serampore had
imported Western Education and Culture, which resulted in
the liberation of India.

No society or religion had done so much to change the
whole structure in the country. Most of the productive
leaders and intellectual class were brought out from Christ-
ian institutions, such as Wilson College in Bombay, Stephen
College in Delhi, Serampore College, Christian College in
Madras and many other institutions contributed to the buil-
ding of the new India. There is no place to mention all
about the Christian contribution like Hospitals and other
Christian activity for human welfare.

Whatever the reformation took place in India there was -
no reformation without Christian influence like Raja Ram
Mohan, Roy the founder of Bramo Samaj. It attracted many
intellectual people like Rabindranath Tagore and later Suroni
Vivekananda ard Sri Rama Krishna. They all adopted
Christian thought and way of living whether it is Pbilosophy
or literature or art. Thus it created spiritual and national
consciousness with patriotic sentiment in many people of
India. As a result of these changes, National Congress came
into being on Dec. 30, 1885, Led by Benerjee who happened
to be a Christian. Another remarkable man Rev. C. F.
Andrew, a missionary from England was very often misunde-
rstood both by European and Indian. He was insulted by



Introduction 5

British community and called bhim TRAITOR, “And other
Indians called him a Spy” who later became the most
admirable man among the white. He participated in Indian
Congress and advocated for the rights of India, that is why
M.K. Gandhi called him “Friend of India” and so Indian
leaders gave him the title DHEENA BHANDU, Indeed he
was a Christ’s faithful apostle who shared life of mixture,
tragedy and laughter in the days of freedom struggle of India.

Christian View of Patriotism

Patriotism is the love of one’s country. It is natural for

a man to feel proud for his own country. The Place where
he grows up in the midst of beautiful surroundings, moun-
tains, valleys, rivers and trees, plants and flowers of his
natural land, where his fore-father handed down to him all
kinds of heritage.

And I am not surprise to see when a man willing to
suffer for the sake of his Fatherland and his people. It was
a man called Mazzini from Italy who wrote to his fellow
Italian.

“Without a country you have neither name, token
voice, nor right. In the same way you will not find
neither faith nor protection, none will be Sureties love
for you.”

A man who does not love his country can love nothing.
The place where I can rest with my possession of field to
sustain, a home to cover me is my fatherland; because I have
to live on the heritage of my father who defended the terri-
tory of my homeland and the society against external attacks
and danger.

It may be big or small country, it is all because of
patriotism a nation came into existence. It was Patriotism
which enable the colonial people in different countries to
discover their rights to fight for their independence, and
finally to realise their nationalhood. It made the people to
feel the sense of independence and self respect and has
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provided them a new social Solidarity to replace the
traditional bond.

Patriotism does not mean to be natural leaders, nor the
elected members only. We should not wait in silence till
we are elected to the legislature or to some Executive or
administration post. There are many opportunities in every
day life to live as Patriotic citizen. It is very unfortunate that
many so-called leaders became inaffective when they are not
in high position. I can simply admire J. F. Kennedy who
said, “Do not ask what your country can do for you, but
ask what you can do for your country”.

These words can be uttered from the mouth of only a
patriotic man. I wonder how many Politicians can say like
Abraham Lincoln, when he was elected as the President of
U.S.A., he started choosing man here and there for his Cabi-
net Secretariatship. Can you imagine Mr. Lincoln selected
one of his enemies called Stanton. Immediately one of his
advisor said. ‘“Mr. President, you are making a mistake, he
will seek to sabotage your programme, he is your enemy.
Have you thought this through ?”” Mr. Lincoln answered,
“Yes, I know Mr. Stanton, I am aware of all the terri-
ble things he said about me”. But looking over the Nation,
I said he is the best man for the Job. So Stanton had become
War Secretary. And he rendered his valuable service for his
Nation and his President.

Do our Politicians and Leaders follow the example
of Mr. Lincoln who only think for the Welfare of his
Country ?

A Country without having genuine patrlotlc leader
can never usher prosperity into the country.

However, it is always dangerous when patriotism
become extremist, who says, ““My country right or wrong”’.
That is why we must temper. our patriotism with Wisdom
and Christian Love.

Donald W. Shriver, in his speech on Church and
social change, said, “As late as World War I, American
Clergyman was telling some young men of my country that
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they should go off to fight the German with assurance
that Jesus is looking at you down the barrel of your gun”.
That is why a German Christian did not hesitate to kill a
British Christian. A Christian should see the difference bet-
ween violence and nonviolence. People want justice and so
they go to the extent of fighting for it through violence,
because circumstances compel them to do so. Itis not enough
in just crying for peace: one must react on the great basis
and moral principles of the Christian religion in creative spirit
that are necessary for peace and justice.

Sometimes this doctrine is called the doctrine of right-
eous war. The great example of recent western history is
that the Nazisin Germany,as Dietrich Bonhoeffer a German
Theologian came to conclusion, that Nazism is a devilish
political movement. So he took part in this plot at the atte-
mpt on Hitler’s life. Ethically he was justified as a Christian.

In January 1933 the Nazis Party won one-third of popu-
lar votes in the last Democratic Election. One may wonder
what made Adolf Hitler to keep the power, where minority
of Protestant & Roman Catholic Church leaders were bran-
ded as anti-Nazi. Consequently, most of them were execu-
ted; and 6 million Jews were executed. In this context a
Christian may have different opinion.

In some Christian circles, it is felt that it is working
to stress concerns oOn issues like peace, social justice and:
equality, and that the Church should rather keep preaching
for conversion of mnon-Christians. However,the Church’s
concernis nottobe omne-sided. Forexample, the New Testa-
ment bears witness that Peter protested against the effort
of the Sanhedrin to silence the witness of Christ and in
the Old Testament, the prophets had no hesitation in
condemning the rulers of the State whenever they went
against the principles of Divine justice. One also sees that
Paul was very quick in his defence of the right of his
citizenship in the presence of the state authority, when
he felt that it was acting wrongly or illegally ( Acts 16:17 -
23:11). If Christians are faithful citizers, they should not
feel hesitant to raise their voices on political issues for the
benefit of every citizen. Therefore, the Church must be
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prepared to take risks and speak and work for the right
of all its members who are good citizens of the country.
As Rouscher Pueck said, Christians should take direct role
in the struggle for social justice and in doing so the Church
must be convinced that what it does is just and right.

Now the question is: Do our churches realize the
Theological basis of Christian faith and practice. Very
often we forget the word—°Life Service’ and preach soul-
winning but ignore the cry for justice. If the love of “God
and love tomen is absent in my life, no gift, no talent nor
possession can substitute to fulfill the will of God.



ABOUT THE BOOK

This book deals with past and evaluation
of the present and critical views into future
controversy of political thinking.

Today Nagaland has not only a political
settlement issue, but the state politics is under
crisis. But under any circumsta_nce Church
cannot surrender its faith to secularism.

The Churches of Nagaland failefd to main-
tain their stand not only on Theological
balance, but in ethical life also.

The author not only unfolds the Biblical
truth, but political assertion also.

The Christian life, the author feels is not a
compromise but a fight for truth and justice.

The responsibility of Naga Churches is
great and its future is bright if Nagas obey
the Lord.
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Proctaim Liberation to the captives, preach sight to the
blind, set at liberty them bruised that are bruised, go into all
the world and tell men that are bound mentally, spiritually
and physically that “The Liberation has come’.

This is a new dimension in mission thinking today.




