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Preface

»

A GREAT deal has been written in recent years about mysticism, but
(apart from a short work published in the U.S.A. entitled An Introduc-
tion to Comparative Mysticism by J. de Marquette) no attempt has
hitherto been made in English to present an account of the various
types of mystical religion in a single volume. It is to fill that gap that the
present work has been written. As a student of mysticism for many
years, I have been impressed by the need of a careful and comprehen-
sive survey of the whole field. Generalizations about mysticism are
often misleading because they rest on an insufficient factual basis.
Before we can fruitfully generalize, we must know something of the
different forms which mysticism has assumed through the ages. I have
endeavoured in this volume to deal with these different forms. In doing
that, I have taken into account the chief work which has been done by
specialists. As far as possible in a book of this size, moreover, 1 have
allowed the mystics to speak for themselves by including numerous
quotations from their writings.

It is my conviction that mysticism is of the utmost importance to
religion and so to the future of mankind. At a time when religion is
met, as never before on a similar scale, with the challenge of materialist
philosophy, and when the growth of scientific knowledge of the forces
of Nature and the power which this brings with it are a constant
temptation to men to neglect the things of the spirit, it is all the more
necessary that the inner life should be quickened and renewed. But if
the life of religion is to be renewed, there must be a renewal of vision
and of understanding ; and nothing can be of so much value from this
standpoint as the study of the experience and teaching of the mystics.

My indebtedness to students of mystical religion is evident on every
page. T have given at the end a list of the chief works which [ have
consulted, and to which I would refer readers for further study. I
would like to express the very great gratitude which I feel to the
Spalding Trustees in Oxford for the gencrous help which they have
given me. I am also indebted to the Librarians of Dr Williams’s
Library, of Manchester College, Oxford, and of the Buddhist and
Theosophical Libraries for their kind assistance.

SIDNEY SPENCER






CHAPTER 1

Mpysticism in Primitive Religion .

WHAT is characteristic of the mystics is the claim which they
make to an immediate contact with the Transcendent. Such
contact typically assumes the form of knowledge, often described
in terms of vision, and of union. Experience of this kind belongs
in its developed expression to the higher forms of religion, but in
the lower culture also traces of it may be found. An illustration
of the occurrence of supernormal states of consciousness among
primitive peoples is the experience known to the Eskimo as the
‘angakoq’ or illumination, This illumination is said to come to
the novice in the course of his training for the office of ‘shaman’
(or prophet). After long hours of waiting, during which the
spirits are invoked, he suddenly feels within him a luminous fire,
which gives him powers of perception unknown to others. His
range of vision is said to be extended beyond the house where he
is, and beyond the mountains. He perceives future events, and
sees souls in distant regions and in the land of the dead.! A more
specifically mystical experience is related in the autobiography of
an American Indian, ‘Crashing Thunder’, a member of the
Winnebago tribe. On one occasion, ‘ Crashing Thunder’ tells, he
became aware, as he prayed to Earthmaker (a North American
deity), sitting among his fellow-tribesmen, of the presence of
Earthmaker and of his own soul in its unity with him and with
the souls of his fellows.

I prayed to Earthmaker. And as [ prayed, I was aware of something
above me, and there he was. That which is called the soul ... that is
what one calls Earthmaker. This is what I felt and saw. All of us
sitting together, we had all together one spirit or soul. I did not speak
to them and get an answer to know what had been their thoughts.?

In primitive religion a place of outstanding importance is held
by men who act as intermediaries between their fellows and

1. Eliade, Le Chamanisme, pp. 69f.
2. Radin, Primitive Religion, p. 278.



CHAPTER 2

Hindu Mysticism

It is fitting to begin our study of mysticism in the historical
religions by considering the mystical aspects of the religion of
India. For in Indian religion mystical experience holds a central
place.

More than other religions [Sir Charles Eliot has said in the Intro-
duction to his great work, Hinduism and Buddhism] Hinduism appeals
to the soul’s immediate knowledge and experience of God ... The
possibility and truth of this experience is hardly questioned in India,
and the task of religion is to bring it about.

In our own time significant testimony was borne to the mystical
emphasis characteristic of Indian religion by C. F. Andrews,
whose religious outlook was revolutionized by his contact with it.

When I went deep into the heart of India [he said) I found the whole
emphasis to be laid on the realization of God within the soul.t

That ‘realization’ is the keynote of Hindu piety.

I. THE UPANISHADS

So far as it is known to us historically, Indian mysticism had its
beginnings in the experience of the scers whose teaching is
recorded in the Upanishads. The word ‘Upanishad® means
‘secret’ or ‘esoteric teaching', The books so named have been
described as ‘practical manuals of mystic teaching’. They had
their origin in the instruction given by certain teachers to groups
of disciples. They represent a remarkable combination of fantastic
speculation of a mystical character and profound intuitive in-
sight. Indian religion in the earlicst form known to us with any
certainty was a polytheistic Nature-worship with an elaborate
ritual of prayer and sacrifice.* The hymns of the Rig Veda (com-

1. What I Owe to Christ, p. 155.
2. Little is definitely known of the religion of the Indus Vallcy civilization.



CHAPTER 3

Buddhist Mysticism

I. THE HINAYANA AND THE MAHAYANA

BuppHIsM arose in India as a heretical movement which re-
jected the authority of the Vedas. In course of time it came to
assume widely differing forms. The main line of division is be-
tween what are commonly known as Hinayana and Mahayana
Buddhism. The Mahayana grew up in India some centuries
after the death of Gotama the Buddha (Shakyamuni) in 483 B.c.
It spread to China before the beginning of the Christian era, and
at a later time to Japan, Tibet, and Mongolia. ‘Mahayana’

(‘great vehicle’ or ‘great path’) is the name adopted by its’

adherents in contradistinction to ‘Hinayana’ (‘small vehicle’ or
‘inferior path®), by which they characterize the religion of other
- Buddhists. The Hinayana is known by its followers as the * Thera-
~ vada’ or ‘Doctrine of the Elders'.! It is the type of Buddhism
- predominant in India in early centuries, though later supplanted
by the Mahayana. Buddhism virtually disappeared from the land
of its birth by the tenth century, partly owing to the Muslim
conquests. The Hinayana has prevailed traditionally in Burma,
- Ceylon, Thailand, and Cambodia. Its teaching is represented by
the Pali version of the Scriptures, which claims to be the teaching
of the founder, as well as by the writings of the exponents of the
various Hinayana schools. The Canon of Scripture was not
finally fixed until the reign of Ashoka, more than 200 years after
the death of Gotama, and it is clear that it embodies the teaching
of the predominant party in the Buddhist Order, which cannot be
€quated with the outlook of the founder himself. Attempts have
been made, notably by Mrs Rhys Davids, to reconstruct the
a_Ctual teaching of the founder, but these are necessarily specula-
tive, and no such endeavour is made here.

There is no hard-and-fast distinction between the Hinayana

L. The Theravada is, strictly, one school of the Hinayana, but the term

15 also used to cover the whole.

T —



CHAPTER 4

Taoist and Confucianist Mysticism

I. TAOISM
(a) Early Taoism

ACCORDING to the traditional view, the founder of the mystical
philosophy known as ‘Taoism’ was Lao Tse (Master Lao), an
older contemporary of Confucius, said to have been born in 604
B.C. and to have written the mystical treatise, the Tao Te Ching
(Treatise of the Way and its Power). Recent scholars agree that
the Tao Te Ching (known alternatively as the Lao Tse Book)
originated at a later time ~ in the fourth or third century B.c.
The movement of thought which it represents must, however, go
back beyond the fourth century. During the lifetime of Confucius
(in the sixth century) there were hermits, who retired from the
world, and lived a simple contemplative life; and it was among
these men that Taoism grew up. There was a certain basis for the
practice of contemplation in the traditions of ancient China. The
central feature of Chinese religion was the sacrifice offered to
the ancestral spirits. In the sacrifice a prominent part was played
by the shih or medium, in whom, it was believed, the spirit of
the ancestor to whom the sacrifice was made came temporarily
to dwell, In course of time the belief arose that the spirit might
be induced to remain permanently in a man. The heart must be
cleansed so as to make it a fit home for the spirit; outer activities
and emotions must be stilled. Thus there grew up the practice
known as tso-wang, ‘sitting with blank mind’ (or ‘in forgetful-
ness’), comparable to the Indian yoga or dhyana. In China, as in
India, breath-control was adopted as a means of inducing this
condition. In the fourth and third centuries there were many who
taught and practised inner stillness, and who claimed by this
means to attain knowledge of the Transcendent.?

The first Taoist teacher of whom we have any real knowledge

1. Sce Waley’s Introduction to The Way and Its Power,



CHAPTER §

Greek and Hellenistic Mysticism

I. GREEK MYSTICISM

(a) The * Mysteries’ and Orphic Religion

THE religion of the Greeks as we see it in Homer is a highly
anthropomorphic polytheism, The gods are clearly defined
personalities, marked off rigidly from their worshippers, demand-
ing prayer and sacrifice of men, and in return granting them help
and favour. But alongside of this popular religion, which was
the affair pre-eminently of the State, there was in classical times
areligion of another type, represented by the ‘ Mysteries’, or cults
celebrated in private by groups of devotees. It was these Mystery-
cults which gave rise to aspiration and experience of a distinctively
mystical character. Among them there are two which are of out-
standing importance - the Eleusinian and the Dionysian Mys-
teries.

The Eleusinian Mysteries find their centre in the enactment
of the myth of Demeter, the Earth-goddess, and her daughter,
Kore, the Corn-maiden, who was identified with Persephone - in
her origin a pre-Hellenic mistress of the realm of the dead. The
Mysteries appear to have been derived from an early agrarian
festival, concerned with the promotion of fertility; but they
assumed, with the introduction of Persephone, a deeper and more
inward meaning, The myth tells how Persephone, while gathering
flowers in the meadows, was seized by Hades, the lord of the
dead, and carried off to his kingdom, and how Demeter in her
sorrow wandered throughout the world in quest of her, till at last
she was brought back by Hermes at the behest of Zeus. Since
she has tasted the food of Hades, Persephone must spend a third
of the year with him, but year by year she comes back from the
underworld in the spring. The ceremonies with which the festival
Was celebrated were open to all Greeks, and later to men and
Wwomen of all nationalities seeking initiation. They were preceded



CHAPTER 6

Hebrew and Jewish Mysticism

I. MYSTICISM IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

THE most widely differing views have been held as regards the
relation of the religion of the Old Testament to the attitude and
experience of the mystics. It is sometimes said that the Old
Testament knows nothing of this attitude and experience; it
stands for a type of religion altogether foreign to mysticism. On
the other hand, it has been maintained that mysticism ‘prevailed
in varying degrees of intensity throughout the centuries com-
prised in the Old Testament history’.! It is certainly true that
mysticism does not hold the central place in Hebrew religion, as
it does in the higher phases of Hinduism or of Mahayana Budd-
hism. It has been said, indeed, that Hebrew religion stands for a
doctrine of God which lays exclusive stress on the divine trans-
cendence and so allows no scope for the growth of mysticism. In
his classic work, Prayer, Heiler has drawn a sharp contrast
between the religion of the prophets, which represents the highest
phase of Hebrew piety, and the religion of the mystics. He
identifies mysticism with a monism which excludes all duality,
and prophetic religion with a dualism which denies union. For
prophetic religion, he declares, ‘God and man are never mingled’
(p. 169). In forming this conclusion, Heiler ignores a funda-
mental aspect of prophetic experience. In his account of mysti-
cism he says a good deal about ecstasy. To be in ecstasy, he
observes, is to be ‘obsessed and engulfed by the superhuman and
the divine’ (p. 8). In the ecstatic experience ‘the barriers between
man and God disappear’ (p. 169). But ecstasy is not an experience
which can be confined to those whom Heiler describes as
mystics. Among the early Hebrews, certainly, it belonged to the
prophetic tradition. The prophetic movement in Israel was
influenced by the religion of Canaan, one feature of which was
the work of prophets, conceived as intermediaries possessed by
1. Abelson, Jewish Mysticism, p. 7.



CHAPTER 7

Christian Mysticism

I. MYSTICISM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

(a) The Mysticism of Jesus
WE have seen that the outstanding feature of the experience of
the Hebrew prophets was the sense of immediate contact with
God. Now, it is clear from the gospels that the prophetic tradi-
tion was renewed in Jesus ~ hence his conflict with the legalism of
the Scribes and Pharisees — and it is natural to infer that he
shared the distinctive prophetic experience. The inference is con-
firmed by the records. The story of his life begins in Mark with
his baptism in the Jordan, when ‘he saw the heavens opened and
the Spirit descending upon him [or ‘*into him’, as an ancient
MS. has it] like a dove’ and he heard a voice from heaven pro-
claiming his divine sonship (Mark 1: 10 f.). In the Western text
of Luke 3: 22 the words are said to have been: ‘Thou art my
Son; this day I have begotten thee.’ It was widely held in the
early Church that, as this version was held to imply, it was through
the descent of the Spirit, possessing him and penetrating his
being, that the divine life was born in Jesus. The event was some-
times described as ‘Christ’s second nativity’. Whatever its
precise significance, the main fact, from our present point of
view, is that the story, with its visionary and auditory features, is
closely similar to the records of the call of Isaiah and Ezekiel.
And just as, with the prophets of old, it is manifest that under-
lying the sense-imagery in which their experience was clothed
there was the immediate apprehension of the divine Presence
breaking in upon them and consecrating them to their appointed
task, so it was with Jesus, It is no rash conjecture to suppose that
beneath the details of the gospel story there lay a profound an
overwhelming experience of God, binding Jesus to Him 1n 2
continuing unity. )
The story of the Baptism, whatever its historical basis,




CHAPTER 8

Islamic Mysticism

1. THE GROWTH OF SUFISM

Ture growth of Islamic mysticism (or Sufism) is a significant
illustration of the strength of the mystical tendency in religion.
On the face of it, the religion of Mohammed can scarcely be
regarded as of itself providing fruitful soil for the growth of that
tendency. Yet within a comparatively short time after the
Prophet’s death a movement arose among his followers which
has given birth to some of the greatest of the mystics. There is no
doubt that Christian and Neo-Platonic influences played an
important part in the development of Sufism. But the starting-
point lay in the nature of Islamic piety. The Sufis have tradition-
ally looked upon Mohammed himself as the greatest of all
mystics. That is not a view which critical study sustains, There is
no question in his own life and teaching of any such experience as
union with God. The gulf that divides man from God in his out-
look is too great to admit of any such possibility. At the same
time, there are elements in his attitude and teaching which con-
tain the germ of a mystical development. Mohammed believed
%\imself to be the recipient of a divine revelation. God (he taught)
IS ‘nearer to man than his neck-vein’; He is ‘the light of the
heavens and the earth’; wherever we turn, there is His Face,
which abides, resplendent with majesty and glory, when all on
carth shall pass away. Mohammed laid the greatest stress on the
need of personal surrender and submission to God and on the
Practice of prayer. It is necessary, according to his teaching, not
only to offer prescribed acts of prayer at stated times, but to
temember God continually.

It was these clements in the religion of the Prophet which
_fonfied the basis for the development of a mystical piety. In
ltS_xqitial stages Sufism was primarily an other-worldly and
duietist, rather than a definitely mystical, movement. It represent-
td a reaction against the worldliness and luxury and the external



CHAPTER 9

Mystical Religion: A Survey of Tendencies

THE study of mysticism in the various religions of the world
reveals very wide differences in its forms of expression, but at
the same time it reveals a certain essential unity of experience
and outlook. In this final chapter an endeavour will be made to
indicate some fundamental tendencies which the varied types of
mysticism have in common, and at the same time to indicate
some outstanding differences.

I. THE MYSTICS AND THE NATURE OF REALITY

It is recognized everywhere that through mystical experience men
are brought’into immediate contact with ultimate Reality, and
this contact is commonly described in terms both of vision or
knowledge and of union. The knowledge which direct experience
brings transcends thought or intellectual knowledge, and the
Reality which it apprehends is felt to be of such a nature that any
attempt to express it in the categories of thought is of necessity
inadequate. The typical theology of the mystics is summed up in
the phrase used of the teaching of Plotinus, ‘ the negative theology
of positive transcendence’. But if all forms of thought based on
finite being are insufficient to express the nature of That which
transcends such being, it is generally admitted that some terms
are more, and some less, insufficient. Ultimate Reality is the
supreme and infinite Perfection and Glory. The mystics differ
notably among themselves regarding the usc of personal language
concerning the Ultimate. The terms which they use are often
impersonal - Brahman, the Void, Nirvana, the Good, the One;
but the implication of their experience is that the Ultimate is not
impersonal in the sense that it is on a lower level of being than mi{ﬂ
himself; it is not of the nature of a mere unconscious force. It IS
on an immeasurably higher level - not below but above person-
ality as we know it, devoid of the limitations of personality,
yet not devoid of its essential qualities of life, consciousness,
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Book of the Poor in Spirit, The, 238,
246, 267

Bouquet, A. Cv, 68

Bourignon, A., 264

Brahman, 20ff., 30, 36f,, 39, 47,
56, 74f., 327

*Breaking of the Vessels®, 198, 333

Bréhicr, E., 161

Brethren of the Common Life, 246

Brethren of the Free Spirit, 257-61,
336-8, 340

Brunner, E., 171f., 243, 340

Buddha (Gotama, Shakyamuni),
68-80, 83-5, 110, 213, 327; the
Eternal, 83-6, 91, 335

Buddhaghosha, 78

Buddhism: Chinese, 94, 110, 117f.;
Hinayana, 67-80; Japanese, 87f.,
91; Shin, 88; Mahayana, 67f.,
80fT.; Purc Land, 87f., 91, 1336;
Tantric, 93-6; Tibetan, 94f.;
Zen (Cha'n), 911, 118

Biinderlin, J., 278f.

Butler, C., 233(.

Caird, E., 16!
Cambridge Platonists, 275f,, 281,
295, 338

Cardozo, 203

Cassian, John, 227, 233

Caste, 57, 75

Castellio, 282

Cathari, 153, 332

Catherine of Genoa, St, 248, 253,
255

Catherine of Siena, St, 248, 251f.

Caussade, J. P, de, 267

Chaitanya, 48-50, 55f.

Chang Tsai, 119

Chantal, St Jeanne, 267

Chapman, Dom John, 337

Ch’eng Hao, 119, 122, 330

Christ-mysticism, 215, 217, 220f.,,
268, 272, 285f., 330f.

Chu Hsi, 110, 118, 120f,

Chuang Tse, 98-101, 104, 106, 108

Clarkson, L., 293

Clement of Alexandria, 222

Cloud of Unknowing, The, 236f.

Collegiants, 279, 292, 296

Confucianism, 113-17. See also
Neo-Confucianism

Confucius, 107, 113f.

Conze, E., 69

Cordovero, 197f., 200

Cornford, F. M., 130

Couchoud, P. L., 216

Creation: Hindu mysticism, 39f.
42, 54; Plato, 133; the Hermetists,
143: the Gnostics, 149; Plotinus,
163; Jewish mysticism, 180;
‘Dionysius’, 224; Eckhart, 240;
Nicholas of Cusa, 242; Bochme,
271f.; William Law, 276; the
Sufis, 309f., 313

Dark Night of the Soul, 251-3,
265

Dasgupta, S.N., 29

Davids, Mrs Rhys, 67 ]

De Adhaerendo Deo (Of Cleaving 1
God), 236, 247 )

Deification: Hindu mysti !
32, 3., 64f.; the Greek Mystericss

cism, 271
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125; the Orphics, 127; Philo, 141;
the Hermetists, 145; the Mystery-
religions, 156f.; Plotinus, 168;
Jewish mysticism, 188; Paul and
John, 219f.; the Eastern Church,
224-6, 228-30, 253-6; Western
Catholic mysticism, 233, 234f.,
237f.,, 241, 249-51, 253-6; the
Brethren of the Free Spirit, 259f.;
Protestant  mysticism, 273f.,
290-2; Sufism, 320-2; survey, 327

Demiurge, 133, 143, 149

Denck, H., 278, 284, 290, 295, 337

Dervishes, 304, 315f.

Devala, 92

Dharmakaya, 84-6, 90f., 95

Dhikr, 316

Dhyana, 75, 91

Divine Dark, 235-42. See also
*Negative theology’

Doctrine of the Mean, The, 116-18

Dodd, C. H., 144

Drews, A., 214

Dvaita, 46f.

Eckhart, Meister, 23840, 244f.,,
247f., 257, 328, 340

Ecstasy: primitive mysticism, 11f.;
Hindu mysticism, 50; Taoism,
98, 102f.; the Greek Mysteries,
125; Philo, 140; Plotinus, 169;
the Hebrew Prophets, 170f.;
Jewish mysticism, 188, 207f.;
Jesus, 213; the Early Church, 216;
the Eastern Church, 224, 227-30;
Western  Catholic mysticism,
249f.; Sufism, 316, 319-23;
survey, 331

Eleazar of Worms, 184f.

Eliade, M., 13

Elf’ot, Sir C,, 18

Elizabeth of the Trinity, Sister, 255

Emanation: Hindy mysticism, 25;
Plotinus, 160; Jewish mysticism,
181, 190, 194; *Dionysius’, 224;
Eckhart and the Son (ideal
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universe), 245; Boehme, 271f.;
William Law, 276; the Sufis,
309f., 313; survey, 328

Enoch, The Hebrew, 177, 179, 184

Enoch, The Slavonic (The Book of
the Secrets of Enoch), 179

En-Sof, 191, 198

Entfelder, C., 278, 284

Erigena, 235, 257

Essenes, 139, 149, 176, 184, 334

Estella, Diego de, 251

Eternal nature. See Archetypal
universe

Etherington, J., 298, 337

Ethics, mystical: Hindu mysticism,
26f., 34, 58, 60f., 71; Hinayana
Buddhism, 71, 75; Mahayana
Buddhism, 84f., 87, 89f., 92f.;
Tantric Buddhism, 94f.; Taoism,
103f.; Early Confucianism, 114~
17; Neo-Confuciahism, 119-22;
Plato, 131f.; the Hermetists, 147;
the Gnostics, 150; the Mystery-
religions, 155; Plotinus, 164-7;
Jewish mysticism, 184f., 200,208,
Jesus, 214f.; the Eastern Church,
225, 229f.; Western Catholic mys-
ticism, 241, 248f.; the Brethren
of the Free Spirit, 259f.; Pro-
testant mysticism, 273; Sufism,
299f,, 309, 314-19; survey,
333-6

Evans-Pritchard, E. E., 13

Evans-Wentz, W. Y., 95

Everard, J., 275, 284

Evil: Hindu mysticism, 26f.; Maha-~
yana Buddhism, 87f.; Neo-
Confucianism, 120f.; Plato, 132;
the Hermetists, 144; the Gnostics,
152; Plotinus, 164-6; Jewish
mysticism, 193, 198f., 208;
Western Catholic mysticism, 247;
Protestant mysticism, 271, 287f.;
Sufism, 307f., 312; survey, 332f,
See also Sin

Ezekiel, 171f., 174
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Fall, the: the Hermetists, 144; the
Gnostics, 149; Plotinus, 164f.;
the Zohar, 193; Luria, 198f.;
Protestant mystics, 271, 281f.,
287f., 290; Ghazzali, 313; survey,
328, 333

Family of Love, 292, 296, 298

Fana, 319-23

Fénelon, 263-6

Festugiére, A-J., 141, 144

Fox, George, 279f., 287, 292, 295,
337

Francis, St, 213, 226, 248, 262

Franciscans, Spiritual, 195, 261f.,
338

Franck, S., 274f., 278, 285, 288-90,
295-7, 338

Frank, Jacob, 202, 204f.

Friends, Society of. See Quakers

Friends of God, 238, 259

Fung Yu-Lan,!07

Gnosis, 147, 150

Gnostics, 142, 144, 147-53, 1685,
178,192,203,285,328f.,332(.,335

God. See Grace; Identification;
Immanence;  Interpenctration;
*Negative theology*; Personality;
Transcendence

Gods, High, 13

Gospel of Truth, The, 151f,

Grace, divine: Hindu mysticism,
44-7, 62; Mahayana Buddhism,
87,92; Philo, 140; the Hermetists,
146: the modern Hasidim, 209;
the Eastern Ghurch, 229; Western
Catholic mysticism, 244, 255f.;
Protestant mysticism, 280, 288f,;
Sufism, 308f., 3131,

Gregory Palamas, 226, 228

Gregory the Great, 2331,

Guru, 50f., 142, 188

Guyon, Mme, 254, 263(., 266

Hadith, 304
Hasidism: medicval, 181-6, 192,
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198; modern, 182, 205-11, 331,_
333

Hayim Vital, 197

Heiler, F., 170

Hekhaloth Books, The, 178f., 184

Heresy: Islamic, 304f., 321; medie-
val Christian, 257-62

Herman, E., 267

Hermetists, 137, 141-7, 330, 333,
335

Hesychasm, 228

Hilton, W., 249

Hobhouse, S., 271

Hocking, W. E., 173

Hiigel, F. von, 255

Hughes, E. R,, 116

Hulul, 321f.

Iamblichus, 158

Identification: God and the uni-
verse, 22f., 31, 39, 52, 143, 277,
310, 328f.; thc Dharmakaya and
all beings, 84; nous and the
archetypal  world, 162; the
Universal Soul and individual
souls, 163f. Man and the Divine:
animal spirits, 12; Brahman, 20,
28, 36-8, 64{.; the Guru, 51,330f,;
Vishnu, 52, 60; Krishna, 56; the
Tao, 99, 103; Dionysus, 126f.;
Attis, Osiris, 152, 155f.; Jesus,
152: the One, 168; the Prophet
and Yahwch, 173; Mctatron, lf30,
188; the Master, 188; Christ,
217f., 221, 226, 230; the Som
250: the Murshid, 316, 323;
Mohammed, 316, 323, 325; God,
125, 322. Man and all beings,
60, 85, 89f., 119f., 146, 230, 330

Imitation of Christ, 246-9, 272

Imitation of Christ, The, 29, 246 .

Immanence, divine: Hindu mysti-
cism, 22f., 30, 39, 42, 84; Mah;*j
yana Buddhism, 84, 88, 94
Taoism, 99, 106; Neo-Con-
fucianism, 121; Plato (the Forms)
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130; the Hermetists, 143; Ploti-
nus, 160f. ; Jewish mysticism, 183,
206, 208; the Eastern Church,
224; Western Catholic mysticism,
232, 236, 241-3; the Amaurians,
258; Protestant mysticism, 269,
274-8, 278-83; Sufism, 309~11;
survey, 328f., 340

Immortality, 24, 27~9, 31f., 46, 111,
113, 125, 163, 323-5

Inge, W. R., 161, 223

Interpenetration, 85, 93, 99, 191,
221, 282, 328, 330

Introversion, 137f., 167, 194, 223f.,
231, 236, 273

Isaac the Syrian, 230

Isaiah, 174

Ishvara, 22, 39-41, 52

Isis, 154, 156~8

James, E. O., 13

Jami, 310f., 318

Jeremiah, 171, 173, 175
Jesus, 212~15, 284, 322
Jiva, 56

Jivanmukta, 38f,

Joachim of Fiore, 261f,
John, Gospel of, 213, 220f.
John of Cronstadt, 230
John of Lycopolis, 229
John of the Angels, 251
John of the Cross, St, 243, 251
Johnson, A. R., 173

Jones, R. M., 223

Judah Ha Levi, 179

Judah the Hasid, 182
Julian of Norwich, 243f,

Ka;bbalah, 176-8, 182, 186-200,
39

Kabir, 48, 57, 61¢., 65¢., 330, 338f.
Kali, 50

Karma, 26, 38, 40, 44, 47
Kawwanah, 200, 207

Keith, A. B,, 82
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Keith, G., 280f., 284, 287
Kempe, Margery, 248f.

Kirk, K. E., 231

Knight, H., 173

Knox, R. A., 266f.

Koran, 299, 304, 308f., 316, 338
Krishna, 29, 48, 50, 55¢., 58

Lao Tse, 97, 110. See Tao Te Ching

Law, William, 276, 283, 285-90,
294-8, 340

Lawrence, Brother, 254

Letter-mysticism, 181, 186f., 190

Liberation, 27, 38f., 43, 45f., 63-6,
127, 145, See Nirvana

Lieh Tse, 105f., 109, 116

Light, inner, 278-83, 285, 296-8,
304, 313, 338

Light on the Candlestick, 2779

Lingayats (Virashaiv:as), 48, 55, 57,
338

Logos, 138, 220, 313f,, 325, 330

Love, mystical: Hindu mysticism,
43, 49, 56, 58, 62f.; Plato, 129;
Plotinus, 169; Jewish mysticism,
185, 195; the Eastern Church,
225, 229; Western Catholic
mysticism, 235-8, 243-5; Sufism,
303, 317, 321. See Bhakti

Love, universal; Hindu mysticism,
60; Hinayana Buddhism, 84f.;
Mahayana Buddhism, 84f., 92f.;
Neo-Confucianism, 119f.; Her-
metism, 147; Jewish mysticism,
200, 208; Jesus, 214; the Eastern
Church, 229f.; Western Catholic
mysticism, 248f.; Sufism, 317;
survey, 334f,

Luis de Leén, 251, 254

Luria, Isaac, 197-201, 205, 271
333-5

Macarius, 229
Macdonald, D. B., 317
MacKenna, S., 161
Macnicol, N., 53
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Madhva, 46f.

Madhyamikas, 81f,

Magi, 148

Magic, 158f., 185f., 189

Mahadevan, T. M., P., 26

Maimonides, 187

Man, Heavenly, 144, 180. See Adam
Kadmon

Mandaeans, 150n.

Manichaeanism, 153, 332

Manikka-Vacchagar, 53

Manson, T. W., 213

Mantras, 59, 94

Maratha saints, 48, 53, 61, 63f.

Marranos, 203

Marriage, Spiritual, 249, 253-6,
323. See Unitive Life

Maspero, H., 110

Massignon, L., 321

Master, 188, See Guru, Murshid

Maximus the Gonfessor, 227, 229

Maya, 24, 36-8, 42, 44, 81, 331f.

Meditation, 52, 75-7, 89, 187, 2217,
237, 300, 316

Mchta, P. D., 74

Mencius, 114-16, 118

Mectatron, 179f., 188, 331

Mithraism, 154-6, 178

Mohammed, 299, 313f., 322f., 325,
330

Molinos, Miguel de, 263-7

Moore, G. F., 88

Moses Azriel, 183

Moses de Ledn, 189fF,

Mother, the Great, 154-6

Mukerjee, R., 91

Mukti. See Liberation

Murshid, 142, 31416, 323

Mysteries, Greek, 123-6

Mystery-religions, 150, 153-8, 217

Mysticism: Mecrkabah, 149, 176-8,
182; Rhincland, 238, see Book of
the Poor in Spirit, Eckhart,
Ruysbroeck, Suso, Tauler, Theo-
logia Germanica; Spanish, 250f,,
253f., see Estclla, John of the

Angels, John of the Cross, Luis
de Le6n, Teresa

Nagarjuna, 82

Namadeva, 61

Name, divine, 49, 179f., 185f., 189,
191, 206, 316

Nanak, 48, 51, 64, 338f.

Nathan of Gaza, 2014

Nayanmars, 48, 53

‘Negative theology’: Hindu mysti-
cism, 30, 36, 52-4; Hinayana
Buddhism, 78-80; Mahayana
Buddhism, 82, 84; Taoism, 99,
102; Plato, 134; Philo, 137, 139;
Hermetism, 143; Gnosticism,
151; Plotinus, 160; Jewish mysti-
cism, 191, 203; the Eastern
Church, 222-4; Western Catholic
mysticism, 231f., 237-41; Pro-
testant mysticism, 270, 274-7;
survey, 326f. See ‘Nothing’, the
mystical.

Neo-Confucianism, 117-22, 336

Neo-Platonism, 158, 184, 222, 231,
233f., 242, 245, 259, 271, 274,
277f., 293, 307, 309, 312

Nco-Taoism, 107-9

Neshamah, 194

Nicholas, Henry, 292, 296

Nicholas of Basel, 172, 259

Nicholas of Cusa, 241f., 244, 275

Nicholson, R. A., 306

Nimbarka, 56

Nirvana, 34, 69, 74, 77-80, 90-3,
119, 327, 329

*Nothing’, the mystical, 327

Nous, 136, 138, 143, 146f., 161-3,
169, 282, 329, 332

Orphism, 126-8, 334

Orthodoxy, mysticism and, 336-40
Otto, Rudolf, 13, 81, 102

Otto, W. F., 125

Pantheism, 21, 31, 242, 277, 306,
310, 328
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Paracelsus, 270, 287f.

Paul, St, 215-20

Peake, A. S., 216

Penn, William, 280f.

Personality, divine: the Upanishads,
21f.; Shankara, 39; Ramanuja,
41f,; Bhakti mysticism, 524, 84;
Mahayana Buddhism, 84; Tao-
ism, 100; Eckhart on God and
the Godhead, 240; Boehme,
270; Franck, 275; Weigel, 275;
survey, 326-8 )

Peter, St, 216

Petersen, G., 214

Philo, 13642, 176

Pistis Sophia, 147, 152

Plato, 127-35, 162, 332

Platonism, Middle, 159

Plotinus, 142, 145, 147, 158-69,
231, 309, 326, 332f., 335

Poimandres, 142-4 )

Porphyry, 158, 309

Poulain, A., 232

Poussin, La Vallée, 71

Prajna, 82, 94

Prayer, 183, 186, 195, 200, 207, 211,
227f., 230, 302

Pre-existence, 129, 131, 164, 194,
312-14. See Transmigration

Proclus, 157-9

Prophets :primitive, 10-12; Hebrew,
140, 170-5

Psalms, 174f.

Pscudo-Dionysius, 159, 189, 222-5,
227f., 231, 235, 238, 241

Puranas, 48-52, 55, 58, 60, 63

Purgation: Hindu mysticism, 26,
63; Hinayana Buddhism, 69, 71;
Mahayana Buddhism, 88; Tao-
Ism, 103; Philo, 139; the Herme-
tists, 144, 147; Plotinus, 166f.;
the Eastern Church, 229; Western
Catholic¢ mysticism, 247f.; Pro-
testant mysticism, 289; Sufism,
312, 315; survey, 334

Pythagoras, 127f,

Quakers, 279f., 285, 296f., 338. See
Barclay; Fox; Keith, G.; Penn

Quietism, 263-8

Rabi’a, 301-3

Radhakrishnan, Sir S., 68

Radin, P., 9

Rama, 60

Ramakrishna, 50, 54, 339

Ramananda, 48, 57, 60f.

Ramanuja, 41-6, 48, 51, 57, 332

Ranters, 277f., 2914, 336, 340

Reichelt, K. L., 80

Reincarnation. See Transmigration

Reitzenstein, R., 141f.

Resurrection of Jesus, 215f.

Richard of St Victor, 249

Rig Veda, 18f.

Robinson, H. W,, 174

Robinson, T. H., 172

Rolland, R., 60 ®

Rous, F., 282

Rowley, H. H., 173

Rumi, Jalal al-Din, 307f., 313, 315,
320-2, 324f,

Ruysbroeck, John of, 238, 245,
250-3

Saadia, 184

Sabbatianism, 200-5, 336

Sacrifice, 19, 31, 97

Saddharma-Pundarika, 85

Safed, 197

Salmon, J., 278

Saltmarsh, J., 285

Salvation, universak 261, 294, 308

Samadhi, 75

Samsara. See Transmigration

Sankhya, 32 _

Sannyasi, 34, 334, 336

Saraha, 96 -

Scholem, G. G., 179, 185, 204

Schweitzer, A., 218

Schwenckfeld, C., 270, 285f., 288-
90, 296f.

Scrolls, Dead Sea, 148f.
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Sefer Yetsirca, 180f., 189f.

Sefiroth, 180f., 190-§

Sex, mysticism and: the love-
sports of Krisima, 55, 59; Hindu
Tantra, 59; Buddh -t Tantra,
95f.; the Gnostics, 157; Jewish
mysticism, 184, 155, 200; the
Brethren of t* 3 Free Spirit, 260;
the Familists, 292; the Ranters
293; Suusm, 31.f.; survey, 334-6.
See Antinomianism; Asceticism.

Shaiva Siddhanta, 48, 54, 64

Shaivism, 47; Kashmir (the Trika),
48, 55, 64, 338

Shakti, 42, 47, 56, 59f.

Shaktism, 47, 59

Shamanism, 9-12

Shankara, 3541, 52, 327

Shantideva, 89f.

Shekhinah, 192f., 195-7, 199, 207

Shiur Komah, 118f,

Shiva, 47, 54f., 591., 64

Sikhs, 51, 54, 62, 330

Simeon, the New Theologian, 225f.,
228f.

Sin: Hindu mysticism, 38, 43f,, 53,
66; Mahayana Buddhism, 88;
Tantric Buddhism, 94; Jewish
mysticism, 196-205; Jesus, 214;
Paul, 219; Western Catholic
mysticism, 247, 256; the Brethren
of the Free Spirit, 260; Quictism,
267; Protestant mysticism, 281,
287-9, 292f.; Sufism, 301f., 312,
314f.

Skandhas, 69f.,.72, 79, 94

Smith, John, 276, 281f., 284, 288~
90, 295

Smith, Margaret, 301

Solmsen, F., 133

Sophia, 145, 149, 192, 332

Soul, the higher: Hindu mysticism,
34, 43; Phto, 131; Aristotle,
135f.; Plotinus, 161, 163f.; the
Zohar, 194; Western Catholic
mysticism, 243f,; Protestant
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mysticism, 272, 282f,; Sufism,
312f., 329f.; survey, 329, See
Spark of the Soul

Spark of the Soul, 194, 243-5,
281-3, 329

Spinoza, B., 36, 279

Spirit-possession, 10f.

‘Spirituals’, 278, 298, 337f, See
Biinderlin; Denck; Entfelder;
Franck; Weigel

Stace, W. T., 21

Sterry, P., 283f.

*Suchness’ (Tathata), 82, 91

Sufism, 159, 299-325

Sunya (the Void), 81, 94, 101, 331

Suso, Henry, 238, 245, 247, 249-51

Suzuki, D. T., 88

Tagore, Rabindranath, 54

Talmud, 177

Tantrism, 59f., 93-6, 336

Tao, 99f., 102f., 114, 116

Tao Te Ching, 98, 101-5

Taoism, 97-113

Tauler, J., 238, 247, 251, 255f.

Te, 101, 104, 106

Teresa, St, 172, 243, 251, 256, 264,
269, 337

Theologia Germanica, 238f., 246,
256, 259, 267, 274

Therapeutae, 184

Thomas, E. J., 74

Tikkun, 199f,

Torah, 196

Traherne, Thomas, 290f., 295

Transcendence, divine: Hindu mys-
ticism, 21, 25, 30, 39, 52; Maha-
yana Buddhism, 84; Taoism, 99,
102; Neo-Confucianism, 1213
Philo, 139; Plotinus, 160f.} the
Old Testament, 170, 174; the
Eastern Church, 223f.; Western
Catholic mysticism, 232, 242i
Protestant  mysticism, 274-8;
Sufism, 306f., 311; survey, 328

Transfiguration of Jesus, 213, 226
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Transmigration: Hindu mysticism,
22, 25f., 31, 38, 44, 62; Hinayana
Buddhism, 69, 72, 74; the Maha-
yana, 87, 89, 92; Orphism, 127;
Plato, 132; the Gnostics, 150;
Plotinus, 165; Jewish mysticism,
194, 197, 199; Sufism, 312f.

Trika. See Shaivism, Kashmir

Trikaya, 85

Tsimtsum, 198, 208f,

Tso-wang, 97f.

Tukaram, 48, 53, 63

Tulsi Das, 48, 53, 60, 62

Tylor, E. B., 13

Underhill, Evelyn, 172, 213, 240,
265

Union, divine: Hindu mysticism,
32f., 44, 46, 53, 55, 62, 64;
Hinayana Buddhism, 75, 80;
Mahayana Buddhism, 93; Tao-
ism, 99f., 103f., 106, 108, 113;
the Greek Mysteries, 126; Plato,
131; Hermetism, 146; the Mys-
tery-religions, 157;  Plotinus,
168f.; the Hebrew Prophets, 173;
Jewish mysticism, 194f.; Jesus,
212-15; John, 221; the Eastern
Church, 223f., 228-30; Western
Catholic mysticism, 232, 234f.,
240, 246, 249-51, 253f.; Protes-
tant mysticism, 269, 273, 289f.;
Sufism, 299, 305, 319-23

Unitive Life, 228-30, 266f., 290f.,
305f., 317,319,323, See Marriage,
Spiritual

*Unknowing', Way of, 29

Upanishads, 18-32, 724

Vaishnavism, 47
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Vajrayana, 93f.

Valentinus, 144

VYasubandhu, 87

Vayu, 46f.

Vedanta, 3541

Vedas, 35, 57, 338

Vishishtadvaita, 41-6

Vishnu, 28, 47, 50-2, 61

Vision, divine: Hindu mysticism,
217, 30, 36, 62; Taoism, 98, 112f.;
Plato, 129-31, 134; Ph'o, 138-40;
Herretism, 145; the Gnostics,
148, 151f.; Plotinus, 162, 167-9;
the Hebrew Prophets, 174; Jewish
mysticism, 187; the Eastern
Church, 224-6, 228; Western
Catholic mysticism, 231f., 234,
237f., 242; Protestant mysticism,
269, 282; Sufism, 319

Void. See Sunya

®

Waley, A., 102, 104

Wang Shou-jen, 118, 120-2

Watkin, E. 1., 244 .

Weigel, V., 270, 275, 282f., 285,
288-90, 296

Whicheote, B., 281, 295

Winstanley, G., 285, 291

Wu-wei, 103

Yoga, 33, 97, 188, 316
Yogacharas, 82f.

Zaddik, 206, 209f., 331, 339
Zendavesta, 148

Zevi, Sabbatai, 201¢,, 294
Zohar, 186, 189-97, 333
Zoroaster, 154
Zoroastrianism, 148
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PELICAN BOOKS ON RELIGION

A number of new books, mainly ‘originals’, about religious subjects
have recently been added to the Pelican list.

THE DAILY READING - A602
Compiled by G. W. Briggs

A companion to Daily Prayer (A457), containing a selection of the
finest passages from the Bible,

METHODISM -+ A591
Rupert E. Davies

An important new history and study of the greatest force in the
Protestant world and its possible contribution to Christian unity.

MYSTICISM - AS68
F. C. Happold g

*®
A new, simple, and complete introduction to the vast range of
mystical thought in the world, together with an anthology.

THE ORTHODOX CHURCH - A592
Timothy Ware

A clear and detailed introduction to the history and beliefs of the
Eastern Church and its relationship to other Christians.

A SHORT HISTORY OF RELIGIONS - AST6
E. E. Kellett

"This survey of the religions of the world ‘is a modern classic, a
‘must” book for every thinking person’ = Pamela Hansford Johnson
THE PENGUIN BOOK OF RELIGIOUS vans\h’- D66
Edited by R. S. Thomas

A special sclection of the poetry of religious expericnce made by
the well-known poet.
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