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CHAPTER T

rarent decades, student movemsnis have heen recognised as A
F y . . S

organised, more widespread and even violent, affecling i,
pact on policy-making, educrational as well as political, in many

countries, especially in the developing naltions, has drawn The

student movemenlts in both Lhe developsd and LtThe developing
nations, not only foruses on the studenls and their movements as a
dynamic force for change, be it sdacalinonal, social, eoonomic or
political, hult  al  Times as Ya  reachionary force  apholding
ditional elements in Lhe sociely,”™ (1} as Althach pults i%t, and
g0 doing refleclts the larger sncial  syslem, of which tThe

tudent is an integral part.

J?pﬁssam, howsver, we seldom Find intances which may ascribe Lhe
.{ddents as  a reactionary foroe. Some leflists have proclaimed
“ﬂmdent nrganisalions in Assam as being reaclinnary in The  ssnse
Al they Take up issues Tike linguistico and oulinral  identily,
ch arcording o those leflists, strengthen divisive forces and
15 act as & stumbling block on The path  of unilty of progressive
rees. FEven this is questionable bhecause if we visualises regional
culluyral ddentily as srogressive . Lhen even such  oosilions

ol he Termed *reactionary®.

v PFhilip G. Altbach, Stodent politics, in Sevmour Mariin
ipset (ed) . Sludent Poliltics. New York, 1947, n92.




The recognition that studeni movemenls reflect Lhe larger apcial
system does nol necessitate a study of such movements as operaling
within ftwn structures, viz, Lhe educational structure which is
within ©Lhe administraltive power strocloars of the sociely, whoss
norms, wvalues and aspirations shape and guidp atudent hehaviour
patterns to a large axtent.(E} In faclt, a study confinad  to
interartions within the two structures would sxpose The inadeguacy
of the approach to explain sifuations in which stadents Take  upn
issuss not  connected with Lhese strurlores. (3) Hence sthodent
movements and Lheir orgnisaltions will have fn  be undersiond
against the harkdrop of Lhe entire environmeni,encompassing Lhe
aduratinnal, political,social, and economic situations. In a still
broader perspective, this study should envisage The sTudent noi
merely in LThe snvironment or socisly bul also in Lhke national and

international seiling: a microscopic ~ macroscopic ranage of sludy.

- Viewsd  in this perspeciive, student movemenits of any stals  or
country cannol be Treated in disolation, or stodied siricily From

" the historical print of view. To guote Bakied

IF one were Lo follow wherever LThe rneoblem  (sludent
activiam) led,even wilh vespect Lo the interpreiation

of  studeni activism s« a grooup phenomenon wilth sociesial
consaquences,  he  wonld have o be Lrained a2t a  minimom
Aas A social psychologisl., & ruliural  anthropologist  a
anciningist, a polical scientisth, an institulional
eronomist,. a historian, and Ffrom Time T Lime AL A
philosopher, (47

() 1P Vidyarthi, Students® Unresl in ChRotanagpoar, 196070,
Calouila @ 1976 p 31

(3) Julian Nagel (ed), Student Power, Merlin Press,london: 1949,
pre 205E-204

(4) E Wight Bakke, Roots and Soil of Situdent Activism,

M lipset, oan it p%%




Bakke's position is a justification of why a phenomenon like tThe

ghudent  movement should involve multi-disciplinary concepls amd
approach. Similarly, Althach considers it tn he " a mistake 1o
suggest tLhat psychnlngiral and sncinlngical methonds are The nly
vyalid means for analyring studenl movements, Just as a sole

dependenre on histnrical analysis would he inadeguate.” (3)

Systiem Analysis has heen one of tThe most dominant of
methodnlngical trends in sorial sciencesy almnst all branches of
sorial srciences have heen come under its influence. While syslem
studies in snriolngy, economics and pnlitical science have hecnme
rather common, such a use in History is rare. Therefore an atlempl
was made Ln study stident organisaltions and Lheir movements as  an
Open System, the bhasis of such a model bheing The dynamic

interaction of ils romponenis.

Bertalanffy had stated that while sociology and presumably

history, deals with informal nrganisations, annther development
made hy W.G. Scoti in 1963 (&), s the tLTheory of formal
nrganisations, fThal is, struchares planfully instituled, surch as
those of an army, hursaucracy, husiness enlerprise eltc. This
theory is ‘framed in a philnqnﬁhy which accepls Lthe premiss  That

the only meaningful way to study organisalion is to study it as  a

(3 P G Althach, op it p&4

(A W G Scott, Organisalinn Theory & An Overview and an
Appraisal, in J A Litterer(ed), DroanicsationsiBlructure ansd
Rehaviour, Wilay, 1943

)



system’, syslems analysis treating ‘organisalion as a systewm of
- mutually dependent variables®; therefore ‘modern arganization
- theory leads almost inevitahly into a discussion of general sysiem
theory®. To qunis Ackoff:

Gystems, of course, have heen studied for cenifuries,

byt something new has been added ... . The leadsnoy

o 5T uly svalems A% an entity vatheser Than a

conglomeration of parts is consistent wilth the Tendenoy

in rontemporary science no longsr Lo isolalte phenomena

in narrowly confined rconlexis, bult  rather Lo open

interaciions for examinalion and to sxamine larger and

larger slices of nalure. (7]
~ Hence hased on Bertalanffy's definilion of a sysiem as A Yromples
of elements standing in interacition .... There are gesneral
principles holding for sysiems, drvespecriive of The nature of LThe
~ component slaments, and of The ralations or forces helween Them,"
- student  organisalion may he considered as a folality of many,
inter-ralated, intar-dependent parts or sub-systems poal Togelther
for achieving the organisalional obiectives, and Ttherefore as  a
syatem, ITts variowus divisions and depariments are its sob-sysiams
and  at  the sams Lime i1 is & sub-sysiem of Lhe environmenial

syslem within which il operates. Ths environmsnt itseld consisis

- of social, economic, political, culiural, legal elo. sub-svelems.

LV Barftalanffv, General Byalem Theory, Greal Frilaini 1948
pitd

} LV Bertanlaffy, Problems of L ife, New York:i940 pi99




Socrial scientists have developed various frameworks, based on Lhe
syslems Aapproach o shtudy particular realities CONCE LN
respective areas of interest. One such atiempt in The Ffield of
political analysis is found in the writings of David Easton. The
general premises of David Faston®s Syslems frame(P) may he helpful
for this particular study and for the construction of a model.
Firstly., it is useful 1to conceplualire studeni organisaltion as a
system for Lhe purpose of analysis. Secondly, The existence of an
environment of which the student organisation is a sub-sysiem and
which affects a direct and constant interaclion betwéen the fwo.
Thirdly, whal Faston characterires as “Response’ may be relaled 1o
the process or operation by which Lhe sub-syvstems ralale 1Tn  one
anoLher and by process is meanl Those planmed activilies which
affect Lhe performance of LThe snltire system. Tm-quote Faston &
Variations in the strucfures and proresses within a
system may usefully be inferoreled as constructive or
positive alternative efforis by memnbers of a syslsam To
regulate nr cope wilh stress flowing from snvironmental
as wall as iniernal sources. (100
Fourthly, ths fesdback mechanism exists Lo ensure The capacilty of
a system to persislt in the face of stiress. A svsiem alwavs seeks
an  equilibrinom state, that is, wherse all the sub-systems are al

the oplimom Jeavel, in fune wilth sach other, and Lhe desired
oulput is achieved. In an open system, Lhis level of squilibriom

is never slaltic bul always dynamic. This is  hecause The

() David Faston, A& Framework of Polilical fnalysis, New Jerseys
1945 pp 2425
(10 Loo coif



ronment  is always rhanging and since the open system is  all
time interacting with environmani, whal may have been an

yilibrium lavel today, may not be so Lomoreow.

ﬁgure 1 illustrates student organisalions and Their movements as
i

A system, which is again a sub-system of iLThe snvironmeni which
Lself consists of many sub-sysiems. The Inpul may bes considered
a direct impact of environment which could be defined in Terms
students, money, malerials, informalion eto., The mbat
!portant of which is Lhe flow of information so far as sludent
wvements are concerned. The Processes could he defined as  Lhe
Livities or operalions involving student movemenis such  as
tyagraha, hartals, protest meslings, processions, slogans,
‘Tnger glrikes elo. The HSensor identified as the Hiale Fusculive
dy or the Advisory Commities evaluates LThe Duiput and The
‘grget with Feedback for correcltive aciion for the nexit Inpul.

8 Control Funclion could be identified as Lhe Government, tThe

Police or Public Opinion in which case Lhe sensor would he ths

netraints which may bhe of ftwn fLypes &

(1) Micro—-Constraints and
(2) Macro—Consiraints.

@@cro constraints affecl The immedialte or direct esnvironment with
iﬁich the students are concerned, For 8.i.., abhligation to pa-
f!nts since They are dependent on Them financially, institutional
@Mes and regulations and arrest  of leaders, governmenl orders,
%iruuarﬁ ales  in Limes of crisis. Macro rconstraints imply  The
ipnstraints of  the larger social and cultural  sel up, legal,
?Wlitical, technalngical, sconomic and geoagraphical sub-systems

Within the environment. The micro constraints delermine to a

targe  extent the severily and sustenance of a particular
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The systems approach may also be incapable of highlighling the
transitory naturs of student movemsnls, a Fesalure Thatl
characterizes student movemsnis in both LThe developed and 1The
developing natinns =
Regardliess of Lhe iype, funclion or size, student
groups are unstahle. This is due to 1The rapidly
changing nature of the student populaltion, bt
alsn  tn  the changing infterssts of The sthudenis
themselves... Jn fThe last analysis., LThe transiltory
nalurs nf the student ogroups is one of Their
dominani characteristics and a key elemenl in  the
understanding of the stadent communiity. 13}
Bystem Analysis would fall short of explaining the leflists
orientation of student movements or 1The establishmenis of

terrorist organisaltions like ithe Mryiu Bahini for example. The

open  systems model, tTherefore, while Ffails To explain The

historical Truth, stands as a mere illostralive model 1o
emphasiss The infteraction belween student mavemants Aard
environmani and the ronslrainis within which They

function.&1Though gensralisaltions 6? student movements cannol be
inferred, since situalions and condilions giving rvise To  such
movemsnts or agitations vary From counlry Lo counlery, and stals
o stalte, & general  and comparaltive sltudy  of  The stodent
movemants all  over  Lhe world is esssential  To  wundersiand  The
nature  and character of  sloadeni movements of any siate or
country.  This is more dmporfant in the case of Sssam considering
its wunfavourable internal conditions and its straltegic location,
and TLhe birith of historical and socinlogical Ffactors by virius aof

its location.

(13 P G Althach, op oil pAS



In the developed rountries students movements have oflen  heen
desrrihed as a form of adinstment Lo ropditions brought abont by
the new affluence, while in the developing rountries, although
ronditinns are contrary, Ghe reverse of affluence, yel shident
movements could alsn he sxplained as forms  of adivsiment to
changes hrought abonl hy the Lransformation from Lraditional life
to modernity. Ross points oul Thal in large countries, shudenls
may hea altiracted hy many issues and cites The puamplis  of Lhe
United States where studenls have heen oriented towards The Civil
Rights Movemant, some fLowards educational  reforms an  soms
towards The WAt in Vieinam. However, ahe identifies
diversificatinn in developing countries fon. Tn Nigeria from
Janvary  19%9 to June 1960, Nigerian studenls protested against
Prime ﬁinister Harnld Marmillian far ths United Kingdom’™s passive
attitude tTowards apartheid and African nationalism, against the
Snouth Africans far Lhe Sharpville shoolings, against the French
for testing atomic weapons in the Sahara, against the Eastern
Regional Gavernment for a pensinn bill and agains®  The Western
Regional Governmenil for a Housing hill, (14 This is also Lrue of
studant, movements  in  Assam where stuadents Lake up nolt  only

rampus  issues  hul also issues relalting  To  the socio-economic
prablems  in the region. parfticnlarly in LThe post  indepandenne

2.

(143 Adlesn I Ross, Sloadent Unrest din India 3 A Comparative
Approach, Montreal MeGill Gueen's Univ Fress 21949 pp P-5.



Michener identifies a tendency of studenl movemenis in hoth
affluent and developing nations Lowards vinlenne arising when 2
country is going through a ponlitical crigis, an examples of which
is the role nf Hungarian students in 1956 against Russian inva-
sion. The students spearheaded the rehellion, deatroved huil-
dings, hurned propaganda and nerwspapaer nffices, commanded Leams
.nf young hoys and girls, and tackled Russian fanks with handmade
homhs.(15) The case of India tno represents Lhis Lendenry among a
sirahle number of the student community, The pnliticl crisis
heing the struggle for independence. In facl., a study nf The
student movements in the Brahmapulra valey in the colonial period
expnsas Lwo conflicting tendenries.(14) While the general Lende—
ncy is  to opt for non— violence, there is a simullaneous and
nhvionus tLendenry fLowards nonviolence.The tendency fLowards nonvin-
lence is peculiar to any colonial sociely. Fanon explains This in
the Algerian econtext where he marks the tendency of a «oolonial
society tn take up non violence or a policy towards collahoaration
with Tthe foreign rulers Lo seek Lheir own ends, for The reasnn
that the houraepisie or Lhe elite, speculates in the unleashing of
vinlence, a Lhreal Tn their own status (17). When the non-vinlent
methods prove effeciive, rise of eulremism or violence is
certain. In facht, while Gandhi infended tn sway The young neonle
or LThe student communily from violence Lo non violence, he had
artually introducsd  The agrowhh nf revolutionary ddeas in an

intense degres. The fwo conflicting Tendencies are appareni  in

(153 James & Mirhener, The Bridas of Ondau, New York, Bantham
Bonks, 1957 n 5%,

(1&3 Meeta DNeka, Sltudent Movemenis in Assam, 120% o 1947 ,Norih-
Fast Guarterly, Vol ii, Nov-Dec 1987 pn 4647

(17} Franiz Fanon, The Wreltched of The Earth, Fnoland, 1977
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the students movemenis of Assam as nol necessarily succeeding one
another hut sven co-existing. The sxistence of These Tendencias,
however, are not conspicuous in The post  independence era,
although spurts of vinlenl incidents did occur during  parficular

Limas of crisis.

These conflicting tendencies can also be seen in the Frencg
studant movement TLiherte', Founded in 1937, for whersas in
rertain circles tThere has been a display of "pacifism al any
prire', there has also hesn a lendency lowards a policy  of
firmness, for all those who realised Lthat i1 was the only
solution for French secnrity (18, In laler years, howsver,
French Student movemsnts showsd strong inclination lowards 1he
gxtrame lefi. The Student ravolt of May 1948, led by Danisl Cohn
Bendii against the regime of General de Gaulle is an sxample.
George Gross described Lhe student movemen® as one Thalt acled as
a detonator and catalyvsl of a chain reaciion which evenifualy
brought millions of workers oul on strike, fThus precipilaling an
unprecedented situation. It represenied a new political wuniled
front with strong connection with the French Communist Parly,
consisting of Lhe farmers, fThe working class and The students in
the face of disintegration of LThe power of fThe Gaullist Regime
(193 . The students  in Paris carvied bhanners on which they  in-
scribed @ "Etadiants, Enseignants, Travailleoars Bolidarisent' (

Students, teachers and Workers Unite 3} (20},

(18 Assam Police Abstract of Intelligsnce,File No 13/39

(19 George Gross, France May 1948, in Julian Nagel op oil ppt10%-
TG

(20} B H Ghosh, Btudenl Challenos Round the World, Calrulia,Fasi-—
grn Law House, 1249 p1i12.

14



Gross explained that confronted with the probhlems of socielty as A
whole, where conflicts ars already largely institulionalised as a
result of trade union activity and state intervention., 1he
student— worker allianre faces problems of a agquite different
order which reqﬁire organisation of a much more intensive kind.
Neverthelesss, tLhe achisvamants of LThe student-worker alliance in
May,however short lived, were the firsi moves in a Tong  Tarm
shruggle(21).

This trend was apparent also in the German student movemeni of
1948, consisting of varied political groups ranging  from  Tha
Christian Democrals (RCDE)Y to the Liberal Students (18D}, The
more moderalte Socialist Students (SHE) and Lhe radical Socialist
Fedaration of Students (8DS), organised by hardrore radical
leftists like Rudi Dutschke, which sought to averihrow The
estahlishment by violence, which to Lhem was avltocracy in  1The
guise of liheral democracy. Initially Tthe entire revoll started
as a demonstration in Frankfurl against higher public fransport
fares(F2), Fva Waller and Wilfrad Van der Will poinited out  That
although studenis reject heroes and leaders as yvel anolher kind
nf authoritanianism, vel soms of LTheir speakers, Rudi Dotohbke for
insfance, wers haiied as symbolic figures of revoll orealed by
the personalily cull of Lthe mass media., They suplained That on
The basis of a Marxist analysis of advanced capitalism, holh The
radical  democrals  and The socialist  groups accenl Marcuss's

(1) George Gross loc r£it
(28 85 K Ghosh op cil pi05
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concent of revolutionary change in  highly indusirialised
countries(22). The BDS ronsiders the students as potential
revolulionaries, not taking the place of, bul stimulating and
supporting the repressed classes on which Marx and his followers
based their theory of social change. Weller and Will suggest That
this solidarity between students and workers, in a sanse
PEBSUDDORS a revolution and instances of which are their

rejection of “"emergency laws', May Day demonsiration elo. (24},

Curiously enough, a ifendency fowards non violence was identified
gven in West Gerﬁany after twno of Their ranks were killed in  The
rints and Rudi Dutschke was in a critical condition. Anthony
Terry from PRerlin stated “From the deadly havoc of riols,
militant West German students Lhis week salvaged a wish to Try
the non vinlent way of protest” . This crucial issue was debaled
upon by P0O00 students al Lthe Auvditorium Maximum of The Technical
University and in the sltadenl leaders® “"Cabinel Room". Non vinlant
ways  meant ban on brick-throwing, window-smashing and  Molotow
cockiails and "new ftactics, wmore likes India’s Civil Disobesdiencs
Campaign' were Lo he Lried. SBuch methods Jdid nol find sepressions
firstly, herausse of police sirong counter measures and, secondly,

because & greal majorilty of West Berlin Universily sludenis were

(73} Herbert Marcuse was professor of Political Science al  the

Unidve rsily of California (Sandieqgol, wio combined LThe ideas of
Marw and Freud, Marcuse arauss Thal as a resull of a process of
social adiustment  under conditions of affluaesnce, LThe working
class has been inftegrated into tThe sstablished sociely and hence
revolulionary action initially sannol coms from the 1Lradiltional
Teft.He ragards as polential revolulionaries Those yvoung psople
who rejiect  Lhe prevailing valuss and norms of society  and  who
have lost ronneciion with a power strucltures which they superisnce
as Lhoroughly unsihical.

Eva Weller & Wilfred Van der Will, Protest in Westl Germany,
in Julian Magel (sd), op cil, opSE-83,



. hardcore communists  who fled Fast Germany and were lrained in
communist  “Free German Youbh . Only a small group was Maoist,
!LRudi Dutachke, a West Ferlin refuges from Fasl OGermany., was
sharply ecrilical of Russia as a reaclionary couniry and  argues
that wviolence in western couniries is unnecessary "hecause T1he
gentlemen who rule us are merely funclhinnariess, replaceable  al
any bLime by new mask-like bureaucralic figures ; we cannol even
hate them, fLhey are prisoners, and victims of The oppressive

machinery of the capitalistic sxploitalion process."(PH)

The realisation of the limitalions wilthin whioh  the ruling
authority operale, hindered student moements in Greal Britain.
Joseph Newman analyses that The mohilisation of students in Greal
Eritain has been chiefly over issuss in ‘which the liheral idea
contradicted the fechnocraltic realily®., He poinlts ool Thal tLhe
student movemenit al FEssex uncovered “"Lhe circumscoribed limiis
within which Bourgeois toleralion and fres spesch operale  'rasg
well as “"the limits imposed by merilocralic ralionale on effec—
Live student participalion, a ralionals whoss norms and measures
cannot he gquestioned”. The formation of student action commitiess
in fGreal Britain was a preliminary sltep Towards mass mobilisalion

& politicizaltion of The students, bul sovch sods had been rarely

b achieved  and Thus sxplains why movemsnis in Greal Britain  oogld

| naver really take root and gain momentom. (846)

Like in Frances and sven West Germany, sludents of  The Uniled

Staltes  have plaved LThe role of catalysls for  poweeful  social

(#%) & K Ghosh, op cit pi0®
(28} Josenh Mewman, Fducaltion and Politics in Britain,in Julian
Magel ., op oil pp 13-4
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movements, fLhe anti-Visitnam war movemen? and the wmovemenl for
civil rights for example. Amarican students in The early 196073
concentrated interest on arms race and nucliear testing., and when
in 1943 the test ban was achieved , students Lurnad to Civil
Rights, problems of Lhe poor in wrban slum gheltoes, The war in

Vietnam, rconscripbion slo.(27)

The left influence in Lhe U.8. saw dramalic studeni political
activity at the Herkeley University in 1944, #Abonl 30 Berkeley
Megro students spent several hours a week Tuloring Negro students
in local sercondary schonls, moltivalting them to becoms college

students like Lhemselves. In addition, Berkeley studeni volunia-

B

rily taught in a lecal prison school, spenlt four Ino six weeks in
the summer tearhing and direscling recrealion in a school for
children of poor farm workers, hsloed Jouvenils delinguents,
raised Lhousands of dollars in contribulions Lo halp students in
other countries and tutored pre-school stuadentis in slum  areas.

More than 1500 Rerkeley students were actively sngaged in  Commu-—

nity service projisclts (28).

Lipsel stated Thal while Berkeley and its repercussions have heen
discussed  in delail in & polilical context., IThe faclt ds  Thal
Berkeley acled as a ralalyst nol only for students activiily, butl
also  Ffor scholarly intsrest in stodent agiltation and political

organisaltion (£%9).

(273 Richard Flacks, The Liberalted Generalion in Shirley M Clark
& John B Clark{seds), Youlh in Modern Sociely USA 14972 pRde

(283 5 K Ghosh, op oil p 104

(9 85 M Lipsel, op il preface p. viii




Althach described student movements in America as calalyst  for
powerful social movements(30). Flacks indicated Lhat The Herkelay
student movemenl represents a social phenomenon of considerahls
significance for fwn reasons. First, i1 had an important direct
and indirect impact on Lhe larger society : second, i1 smarged As
a phenomenon  thal was unanticipated even hy The professional
social scientists themselves(31).The Fditorial on The student
ravolt  in California Monthly, Feh 194% read @ "il is qguite
frightening that force, intimidation and deliberate violalion of
rules all woccured on Lhe campus of one of tThe «oountry®s most
distinguished educational institutions™. The ediforial referred
tn  “the tragic events' Thal had occured and declared That the
situations had developed into a ‘“wvirtual civil war withoul

arms'' (58271,

In 1940, tThe militani organisations of Japan, Zenaakuren,

launched a sucoessful campaign and Foroed LThe resignation of  The
Kishi Government(23). Zengakuren®s polilics had besn consislenily
militant and opposilional in nalture, altisacking The ban of
leftists Leachers in The scﬁmnlﬁ, demarndsd increased
demncratisation  of educaltion and of course beller ocondiflions for
the student themselves. Yengakuren developesd as an  independent
political force. In 1940 Lhe demonstations againsi ths U.S.-Japan
Securily Treaty stimulaled major political crisis, and alihouoh
The Trealy was sventually siogned, The Hishi government was forcoed

o resign under student pressure (34},

(20) P G Altbach, Higher Fducation in Lhe Third World Themes &
Variations, New Delhi 1987 pi111

(A1 R Flacks, loc cit

(37) A Hoss onp oil o

(332 8 M Lipsel, op il p owvii

(34 P G &4libach, op oil (307 p154
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In the developing rountries, siudent movemenis have had direct
pnlitical and social impacht bul are not  aniformly lefiist  in
their orientatien. Indonesian students Through the organisation
known as PPMI ( Perserikatan Peruimpunan 2 Mahasiswa Indonesia )
took effective particripalion in the revolutionary army thal ac-
hieved Indonesian Independence(3%). Following independence, 1The
Indonesian student movemsnt, HAMI, was instrumenital in Toppling
Lhe Suk%}nm Regime in 196%. This vary crucial participaltion of
the Indonesian students was a reaction to the leftist orientalion

nf the ruling authorities at LThal Time(346}.

Student revolts were active during the last century of the Oito-
man Empire, particularly from 1830 to 1920. Betlween 1960-61, Lhe
National Turkish Students Federalion ( TMTF } and tThe National
Turkish Studenis Union ( MTTE } had been sopported by Ffunds from
the National Budoel and in 1948, studenl movemenls in Turkey Took

a vinlent turn. In Fact it had bheesn staled

The importancs of studand nroganisalions WA
dramatically demonstrated most recently in

Turkeay and Kovraa, wherse  Totally corrupt anrd
dictaltorial regimes  capifulatad uner concarhed

and  courageous  shodenl pressure,.  These Two  svenls,
in  April And May 194G, were dmportant Lo LThe  Woeld
Student Community and fto  the World Community  at
larage for The ciesar demonsiration  They provided
that stoudenis, with itheiv conceplion of socislies
fres from opression, weare nol mere ddealists  To  be
relegalted  permansnily to LThe social and political
sidelines, but,  ralher & key element in soociely
inftent on aliminating OpPEresEsion wharever it
prials (37},

A%, Matinnal Seminars in India and Malava, HMaltional Unions of
students, Feh, 1941, . 4.

Ab, Philip G. A&ltbach, Higher Education in The Third World, op
cit, pa TR0

A7, National Seminars in India & Malava ,loo cil
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The Democratirc Student Organisation of Burma, dominated The «tu-
dent. political life until 1952, However from 1955 Lo Lhe military
regime of power in 1962, Lhe Rangoon University Students® Union (
RUSU ) and the All Burma Students® Union ( ABSU ) were controlled
by the Rurma Communist Party. In 194682, t1he RUSU  organised a
protast against the invasion of student fresdom by Lhe new gnver-—
nment and Lhe demonstration degensrated into a riot, afler which
the government Took stern measurss Lo curb shudent political
activity and organisalion.

The two neinghbouring countries of Easl Pakistan and Wesl Pakislan
have also sxperienced series of student revolis, oflen suppressed
by polire intervention. For instance, on RNov 9, 19468, West
Pakistan students demanstralted against President Ayub on his
vigit to Peshawar as a conseouence of which The police tear
gassed the crowd. The same day aboul 3000 studenis defisd a  ban
on public meetings Lo welcome 7.A.Bhutio, the former Foreign
Minister. Again The folowing day studenl violence erupled in
Rawalpindi in West Pakistan when police opened fire on  siudentis
whn  were suspected To have besn instigated by  Bhullo. Thess
demonstrations were a key slemenl ravsing Ayub Hhan's resignalion
in IRAT{EAR).

The historical roolts of stodent movemenis in India lTies in  dits
reiationship with LThe larger polilical profest demonstraltion Thal
have Transformed India from colonialism Lo Democracy. In Lhe posi
independence  era student movemenl in The different slales ware

Lrigoered by dssuss such as price rise and corrupl government as

8. 5 K Ghosh, op oif pp 18281324
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in Guiaral, or a demand for the reorganisalion of Lhe edurational

system in Rihas, corrapbion on the anti- Hindi language issaes in
Madras or The demand for the abolition of LThe delenlion rule of
the first vears of the Lhres yvear course in Hyderabad, or 1he
anti-tramfare rise agitation of Bengal.

The Pre independesnce stoudent movements of Bombay, as in any olher
state of India, followed a sel paliern diclated by The upsurge of
the Indian Matinnal Movemsnt. Hence The organisalional pattsrn of
the satudent movemenits in Bombay during this period, reflecls
broader Leends in Indian politics. The Leadershio of Lhe movemend
remained  in Lhe hands of the upper class politically oriented
students, who  hegan to seeriment wilh agitational politics  and
with ddeological  dsswues during This period, Western poliltical
ideologies  From Marxism To Liberalism, had a strong dimpact  on
politicaly minded stodenis.  In the lals 1930%s Lo sparly 40%s,
Althach  points oul the politicizaltion of Lthe student movement,
The transformation of  ths Congress into &  broad  based mass
movement ., altiracied The stadent organisations beyvond local campus
issues,and  dn Facl sven campus dssues became linked to oulside

political and national issnes,

Communisls gach  looked uwupon  Lhe stodent  commonity  as  Lhe
recrailing ground, which evenlually caused a split al the Nagpur
Session  in Deo, 4940 within  The studeni oroanization into  the
Al India Students Federalion ( AISF ) consisting of  Lhe
communist majority and the A11 India Studenis Congress ( 8ISC 3,

consisting  of Lhe socialist-Gandhian groun(39). In  194%, the

39. P G Althach, Student Politics in Bombay, Asia Piuh House, 1968
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student organisation was reconstitulted wunder the A1l India
Students Congress with The Mationalist ATISF, the Forward Bloo and
the Revolulionary Socialisl Party (the lasl two camps centred in
‘RBengall, at the eighth session of Lhe ALBF in Bombay, wilh
Headguarters at Bombay. The decline of the student movemsnt  was
identifiabhle after 1942, Moreso,as the British anthorities beoame
more amenable Lo Indian self governmenl with The close of World
War TL{403.

The post colonial period marked the fendency of The shudent
nrnanisation to alienalte itself from the Congress, which has now
hecome & political machine, and proposals for reforms were TR
in the interest of pnlitics rather fhan of the educalional
aysalam,

One of 1the maior student movements of the post colonial period
was Lhat in Guiarat, 1973~74, The agitation starled wiilh a
protest acainst the mess hills in 1The colloege hostels by
students of the C.D. Enginessering College of Gujaral Universily,
developed into a widespread agitalion against price rise and
corruption,  and  colminalted in a fight To overtheow The Mindstry
and secure Lhe dissolulions of The asssmbly. n The occasion  of
the ftwn convocatinn addrssses of Gujiarat University held  at
Ahmedabad  in  Oct. 4973 and of SBaurashlra Universily  in  Nov..
students  raised slogans Tike P We want Jdobs!  Nob merely degres
certbificates!, This clearly indicaltes tThe rvise of sludeni

movamenls oul of LThe growing unemplovment in Gujiural.

40, Thid pp 132,145
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Meanwhile, tThere oroursed widespread disconient on LThe stesp prios

rise resalling in Morchas, Dharnas, processions, public meelings

and a2 widespread programme of bandh in different fowns.  Fuen
after LThe bhuawmpsr crop of groondnoal oil in Dctober, LThe price of
Caroundnot odl did not decline. Governmeni's fFailure o conltrol
the 0il prices created suspicion amonyg the people, and henose
syspeched corvuplion alt The government level. In Dec. The farmers
agiftated and violatsd LThs government levy rules on paddy  and
baira. This was Followsd by widespread arrests. Soon  Lhe
agitation fTurned into an anli governmenl movement in  Jan., 1974
(41, O Z5th Jan., & Guiaral bandbh was observed and  violsence
ncouread  The  following day. This led the Ohisf Minister,
Chimanbhai  Patel, to go 1o Delhi and ask for provosion of
sufficient Food grains Lo Guiaral and Lo hand nver the Ahmeabad
citly to  the army as the police has failsd to  ronterol  Lhe
situation. Minislers like Amul Desai, Divvakant Nanavali. Amar
Singh  Chandhuri  and Mavin Chandra Navani made a  fifleen point
accusation against the Chised Minister, demanding his resiognalion
within 48 hours or they would resign from the cabinet(42), The
studenta carvied oul  anti-government campaigns  in  Lhe Fryg
slections 1o the laok Sabha from the Sabarkantha dieterict i
December. They formed groups and went Feom village to wvillage
exhorting The volers to vole against the ruling parly candidale.
P.T. Huriakose, Director of Vishwa Yuvak Kendra staled Thal The

importance of Lhe Guiaral agiftation lies not so much in the faet

that it resulfed in the change of Government, but far more in Lhe

41. A Bhah, A& Word from the Editor, Youlh Powsr in Guju;atwﬁjary
of FEvents , Dec 1973 Mar 1974, New Delhi s 19T pp -4

4d. Bushila Mehta, Student Movement in Guivrat,G 8 Mansukhani(ed)
Gltudent Power in India, New Delpi, 1975 23
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fact that a group of highly motivated young people could mobilise
the whole population to struggle for A just cause, keep up The
tempn, and even increase the exient of popular participaton in
the fare of sLiff police action. "It was in faclt', he believed,
"a syrcessful  demonstration of vouth power as an instrument of
social change (432", Sushila Mehla in a study of the Guiarat
situation nguestions why students took wup the challenge of
controlling inflation and corruplion al high levels, how They
succesderd  in  toppling a government and whelher Their success
pertain fteo the rise of a new social class in the form  of
students? union to hold balance helwsen various sstales of power
and priviledags in the changing Indian socisaly ar whelher il hears
no relation to the basic social struciure(d44).

The Gujarat agitation had an immediate influence on  student
movements in Rihar. On March 4, 1974, ithe Bihar Stodenits Acltion

Commitee declared — Guiaral ke deel hamare hai. ab hihar ke hari

hai ( Guiaral®s victory is our's. HNow il is LThe Turn of Bihar 3.
Howaver, it was in Feh 17 and 18, 1974, That tThe Sftate Student
Leaders Conference held ander The agspicious of Paltna Universitly
Students Union, dinauguraled by The VO, Palna Unidversily and
prasided over by Lallon Prasad Yadav, Pregident of The Palna
University Bludents Union, prepared an agitational approach Lo
the prevailing oroblems. The leaders criticized Lhe educational
system  and demanded its reorganisaltion Lo inculcales nationalism
and  economic and social oconscionsness among The stoudents.  They

demanded  The need for djob-orienisd sducralion, Ioweeing of  Lhe

4%, P T Huriakose, Preface in & 8 Mansukhani, op oitl

44, Bushila Mehisa, op oil oi0
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voting age, eradication of rorruplion and punishment of forrupt
politicians and officers, equiltable distribution of essential
commadities, check on price rise of sssential goods, solving The
prohlem of unemployment of sducaltad youlh and  also  subsidised
food in hostels, more  hostels, more poverly cum me et
scholarships, Ttransport facilitiss  and cheap stationsry. The
atudents resolved To  Jlaunch a sirong mass agitation Ffor  Lhe
fulfilment of fthe above demands al a conferenoe.

The conference formed a Joint Action Commities to carey oul  iis
programms  with Jay Prakash Marayan as Theiv guide  and  advisor.
They Formed "Biodents® Flwving Sguads® to checok distribution of
sssential goods, and alerted The peogle against hlack markeleers,
hoarders and adullterators. The Bhagalpur Universily stodenits also
held a rally and Thesalensd Thal "a river of blood will flow' @f
pasential rommodities  were nol made  availabhle  atl reasonahle
rates., The Bihar SLdent Movemsnl soon bhecame widesprsad wilh The
damand of the resignaltion of The ministry. J.F. RMNarayvan issued
the Ffirsl demand For The resignation of The Chief Minisler for
his "monumenial Failure®” on 18Lh March, The very day The movement
frad  started making impact on LThe first session af  LThe Bihar
assembly. Dultside The assembly, Thers were cases of arson and Lhe
petrol  opump near  the  assembly  was  buent. The Institas  nf
Enginesrs, The Paina Municipal Corporalion office, restauranbs
and A noumber of commercial establishments remained  closed. The
old  and Lhe new secreftarialts and the Rai Rhavan were harricaded

on the sve of Lhe Assembly Sgssionfdas),

4%, H ¢ Hingorani, Student Unresl in Bihar, 1974, G 8 Maneikhani
ap oil pp 45-R7



In January, 1946% students in Madras had led anti Hindi  language
rints and again in 1969, supported by The DMK ( Dravida ManeLra
Kadgam), students starled anti-Hindi agitalion hy demonstrations,
slogans, handhs  and gherans. According o a reasearch shudy
conducted by Dr. E.M, George of Herela Universily, 4% of
students and tearhers initerviswed affirmed Lhat Lhs main raason
for such activism is the affiliation of studenls union wilh
political parities(44). Students of Mysore arnd Bangalore organisad
a day of protest against the occupation of Indian territory hy
Communist China in 1942, Pamphlels wers printed and on  LThe
protest day, students marched in a procession  from Their
respective ecnlleges Lo the central meeling place, Mysore Bank
SBavare, shouting slogans against China. Aboul 3000 students
inined in  and at the sruare Lhey pledged "Lo Fight to the lasi
drop of our hlood to save India'. They also organised strikes on
varinns nther issues such as LThe one in Des, 19483 which lasted
for 27 daye against LThe raise of Tulion fees.

The developments in Bengal are important for fThe study of stadsnl
movemsnts in Assam, Bengal being hee immediate neighbour,  Around
The 1870%s, Ananda  Moban  Bose  sstablished  Lhe YOt adents
Association'  in Bengal and when SBurendra Math Banseies  relurned
from Fngland in 4875, Baneries joinsd Ths Melropnlitan College as
a tecturer  din  Enolish  and  beogan polificizing  The student
community. On May %, 1885, S5.N. Banerjee was Lried for conlempl

of court, conviclted and sent To jail for two months. The students

46, & Mehta, Anatomy of Stodent Revolt, 6 8 Mansokhani, op oil
e id
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iﬁmder the leadership of Ashotosh Mukheriee, went on a alrike The
fday he was tried in Court(47). The Bengal students were greally
attracted by the revolulionary groups like the Anushilan and

{1

jfﬂg@nﬁgg, rather than by the Indian National Congress in 1885,

?They were greatly influenced by Margaret FElizabelh Nohle, later
i;known as Sister Nivedita, whn rcame to  India in 1898 and
encouraged them to Lrain Lhemselves in The manufaciure nf  bombs
in the research lahoraltories of Jagadish Chandra Bose and P.C.

Roy in Calcutta. Shortly after, in 190%, Curzon announced T
partition of Bengal and fthis nhviously made a greal impact on
Bengal and caused Lhe students To actively participate in  Lhe
fight For independenca. Thie tLendency Towards revolulionsry
terroriem in Fengal was very greal and this was especialy due  to

the wuniting of Aurobindo Ghosh and  Bankism  Chandra.  Aurobindo

Ghosh's PRhawani Mandir and Bankim CHandra®s Anandamalh were

privalely ciroulatad and  Lhsy odid  much Lo insodee Toie
revolutionary aroups. This spirit conlinued helwpen 1904-1918 and
heightened in 1930 with the Chitlagong Armoury Raid. The firsi
effective students organisation in Bengal was  LThe Al Bengal
Students Association, Fformsed in 49228, The post independenos
period  saw Fengal studsnts involved in The "anti Lramfare riss’
agitation in July-August, 19482, participalting in demonsirations
and wionlence, Travelling without fTickels in Lrains, lframs  and
huses by a section of students had resulied in allercaltions
hetween Lhe studenits and the Lickel rhecking staff culminating in
strikes and demonsirations. Tn 19472, A number of LTrams went ap in
flames a8 a resolt of & olash belwesn LThe smployvees of Caloulia

Tram Company  and  a  stadent fTravelling in a Tram withoul a
Licket (48, Repsroussions of  sludenl  wovemenls in Assam  is

47. 85 K Ghosh, op it p?gw
48, Thid pstG
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identifiahle in Calculla, an  sxample of  which amoeng  many
instances, is Lhe hunger shrike by the students of Caloutla. In
July 22, 1960 students lTike Madan Mohan Mokbri and Hrishnapada
Bhakta hard heen on hunger strike at Ulubaria to express Their
resentment againsl atrocities in Assam regarding the lanouags
issue and demanding Central Government intervention To reslore
peace and security in Assam{49).

The rase with student protests in Assam is slrikingly different
and a study of such movemsenis cannotl bhe made in disclation from
its environment, especially when we consider The studenl as part
of the edurational sysltem, which is itlself a within larger social
system. It is the gen political history of Assam  and  ils
environmental influence which makes the history of student
profest in Assam & UnNigus One.

fssam occupies a posilion of greal stralegic imporiance in  The
map of  India, sharing internaltional borders wilth Bangladesh,
Burma, China and Bhutan, a faclor responsihle for making great
impact  on student movemenls in Assam. Despils her geographical
isnlation, Assam was never wholly isolaled from the rest of

India. The Paranas, Tanlra, the epics of  The Ramavana  and

Mahabharata incorporated Assam  as an intsgral part  of  India,
whers fssam is referred Lo as Pragivolisha or Hamarupa. IL was

is 0y historical chronicies and

lig

the ahoms who wrofte Their BHuron
gave LThe name UABOMY,  referring o The anesven Topography of  Tha
region in confrast to LThe adiaceni plains of Hengal.

Politically, Assam  was an independent stalte 1111 iis annexalion

49, Amrita Bazar Patrika,July 22nd 1960



by the Rritish in 1874, terminaling aix hundred vears of  Ahom
pule. Tt then included hesides Assam proper or The Brammapulra
Valley, HKhasi and Jaintia Hills, Cachar, Manipur, Naga Hills,
Garn Hills and Lhe Lushai(Mizo) Hills. Fngulfing the whole of
North Fast India wilh ils many hased languanes and Lribes, i1 was
included in the presidency of Bengal and its importance did  nob
rise to prominence. This was perhaps berause of Caloutia®s
imppsing fame as a port and jule milling centre, & “cosmopolilan
enclave in a foreign land", as Broomfield puls i1(50},and Aalsn As
the historic capital of India and Bengal, that it overshadower
the importance of its neighbour, Assam. Tn fact, since Lhe bhirilh
of Calrulia as Lhe major port and indoustrial capiftal during  LThe
parly vears of the Fast India Company’s rule, The rest of Fastearn
Indis including the North East, served only as Lhe hinterland for
the growing Melropolis. In 1874 Assam was disinlegrated from
Bengal 0 grounds of over— population  and adminislrative
inconvenience and economy, ralther than on regional homogeniely
and made a Chief Commissioner®s province ander Lhe direct control
of Lhe Governor General in Council. Thus suxcept for a brief
perind, 19054997, when  Fas?  Bsangal  was  fagged  wilbh This
province, the boundaries of Assam remainegd more or less Lhe same
from 1BFE-1947,

However, ginoes 1947 sevaral  reorganisalion o f houndary
damarcations  had  baen made on racial and Tinguistic groonds T
the effect Lhalt by 978, Hagaland was recognised as a  separals
state (1943),  Meghalaya consfiloaled into a stale comprising of
the Khasi and Jaintia hills and Lhe Garo hills in  A977,  Manipur

50. J H Broomfield, Flite Conflicl in & Plural Sociely, POLh Cen-
Tury Bengal, Bombay, 1948 p 4
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and Tripura have become Union Terriloriss and later sltates, and
Mizoram, a Union Territory. Mikir hills and Cachar Rills haves
hean recognised as  aulonomous districts and  The disterict of
Cachar have heen allowsd Le retain "Bangla" as  the official
language in place of “Asomiva', hecause il is a Bengali majorily.
Thus with an area nf 78,%P3 sg. kms, the stale is  bounded by
Bhutan and Himalavan ranges in the Norih, Arunachal Pradesh in
the North Fast, Nagaland, Manionr and Boarma in the FEasi,
Bangladesh, Tripura and Meghalaya in the soulth and south west and

West Bengal in The wesi.

The resrganisation and the formation of new small slales was bul
a natural consequence Lo political stability for wilth thes rise of
parochial consciousness in tThe world and divisions in new guises,
no affort  is  made Al assimilalion. This contradichs The
traditional dideal model of the nalion stale which is required Lo
ha A homogensous opolilical uanil,  dts members sharving & oommon
culiure, language and tradiiion, and where assimilalion is not
only the desired and natural oatcome of the intergroup relatinns

bul The sine gua non of political stabilily. Helerogeneous stales

arg considered by inlegralion Theorislis as natural and inhsrently
unstahle. They sxplain LThal stales characlterised by social  and
political differsnces woold esvenlually move ITowards grealey
homogeneitly  and consensus or osass Lo exist as viable  political
units. Social scientists  howsver are guesstioning  whether  the
condition of social homogensily or fragmentation is in fact  an
independent variahle determining LThe way a.pﬂlity nperates, They

hold that it could be & dependenl variahle, tThes oroduct of ather
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Cdinternal o internalional political, peonomi o 0 wopoial
forres (51 . Henos The formation of new slales Al Their
 spressinnist  Lendencies will  have to  he ynderatood in This
cantext  and studied nn A new plane where assimilalion and aocial

homogeneity does nol appear Lo he the dominant trend.

The pnst colonial situation in Assam was undoubtfully a legacy of
the British rule. While the BRritish sncouraged g onnmic
rehabilitation of Assam by a fres movemant From Tthe nlains
putside the FBrahmapuira valley, they did Tittle or nothing to
hring Assam or NEFA in contact with the rest of the counlry,
unlike olher constituent states of Rritish Indial(B82).The problem
of the hill peoples emanales from The aclivitiss of lhe missionary
units receiving foreiogn  aid, who  have hesn  sucosssful in
alienating a large section of Lthe Lribhal population  from The
other Indian provinces(%3). Thus the Indian governmenl inheriled
a situation which required Lthe crealtion of an artificial  link
hetween LThe Norih Fastern region and the relts of The Indian
Uninn. The situation was further complicaled by the fact  That
during  the post independence period, foredion powsrs nearer  al
home and  abroad, plaved a vilal rols in formenling insargenoy
among  a section of the frontise Lribe in hills and plains, in
Brahmapulra vallaey anainst The governmant agftheir £

countew (543,

—

1. Biephanise O Mewman{Ed), Small Stales & Sesogmenlerd Snrieties!
Mational Political Iniegration in a Globhal Fnvironmend,
Prasoer Pubs USH 4974, . =

32, Barni Chakrabarity, The Upheaval Years in NMorih Fast Indiaifn
Indepth Study of Assam®s Holocausts 19401983, Cal 1984 poviid

52, Bhanu  Pratap Shukla What Ails India*s  norlh  Fast,Buaruchi
Sahilwa 1980 , o2

B4, 8 Chakraborty, op cil pp viii—-ix
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" This is ohvious and not unlikely hecaunse nf Assam’s strategic

- position. Shukla spacifirally mentions Lhe inferast nf China in
'.Um nil, tea and minerals of Assam, and her attempt to unite LThe
fpomdatinn nf the northeastern reginon through a “pan mongolnid
movement® and encouraging separatisi  insurgent movemenls  hy
giving them guerilla ftraining facilities and providing Them wilh
arme and ammunitions in order to gain a foolthold in  this
strategin area(’%).

This is what Newman had termed "a dependent variahle" The product
nf nthar dinternal and international pelitical, erconomic  and
snrial  forces. Hencre. tThe extent of internal ‘cohesion  or
divisions may he directly related Tn pressures from the
environment rather than of sxisling ethno— cultural or political
riravages within the snriely ilself(54).

Apart Ffrom the dependent variahles or the exiernal forces making
ité impact an the history of Assam, internal fartors like The
crysallisation of regional ronsciousness, has had greal influence
om  student movements in partirular. T1 is often seasn in hislory
that a common political houndary very nfien leads 1o an smergence
nf a sense of regional ddentity. However, in  Assam  sunh &
development did nolt take place in LThe nineteenth rentury and  in
fact, The realisaltion rame nnly when The RBengalers had already
pelablished Themselves in Assam  and were Tryving fo play a
dominan® rnle in socio—sconomic and rulfaral fields. The agrowih
nf  regional or parochial consciousness heagan  perhaps Through

their contact wilth The students nf Rengal, recognising LThemselves

55. B P Shukla, op it p13
5A. 5 G Neuman, op cil p. x=i
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;fas a separate regional linguistic community of the national
:fmainstream, just as Lhe Rengalees were. This confact whinh later
rreated a crisis of identity among the Assamese. was inevitahle
as the growth of edurcalional instiftutinns in Assam was slow, and
stydents aspiring for higher studies had 1o go 1o Calrulia for
their rnllege and university education.

The plight of Assam heightensd for not  only LThe prosperogs
district of SHSylhe® was transferred tn East Pakistan and The
states reorganisation commission reduced the size of the stale,
hut, a ronstant inflow nf migrants nf refugees as well as pronls
from other states of Tndia and Nepal settled in the stale,
rhanging the entire demngraphic character of The ragion.  Sinre
the early POth century, some economic development did Ttake plare
and around 190%, a rconsiderable number nf peasants and wnrkers
from naiahhbouring Rengal  particularly the FRengali mirslim
prasants, wers employed in Lhe agriculfaral fields, mines anil
plantations. It dis this influx of migration thalt subsequently
increasad the population of muslims in The popnlation of  Lthe
hramaputra valley from 10 to P34 hetlween 1905 to  1941(57).  This
inflnw nf migrants is heslt illuastrated by Goswami and Gogni by
showing  that the 1901 population figures include a large numher
of migrants Ffrom LThe neighbouring stales, rather Than nf
indigenenus people. Assam's popalation constitoled 1.38% of
India*s in 1201 and increassd o 2.22% and Z.467% in 1951 and 1971
resperlively. They pointed ool that the rale of inflow was

maximim  dduring 191131, lnwest helweasn 19231-44, hal  increased

57. A Guha, NatinnalismiPan-Indian & Reginnalism a Histnrinal Pars-—
pactive, Bocial Scientist, 48%-Maryx Centenary .2, Fehi984, pf4
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@}eatly in the next three decades 1944-71. There have heen four
large-scale streams of migranis. Firshly, the ifea garden
iabmu@rs from Hiharv., Cholanagpur, Central Provinces (MP),
hﬁssa, recruits for the British nlantation industry: second, Lhe
;ﬂand hungry muslim peasants from The Fast Bengal disiricls  of
;Mymeneingh, Palna, Rngra and Rangour, who tn sscape oppression in
fiUmir homeland, readily moved on to the virgin and fertile JTands
JOF Assam, Third, fnllowing the Bengal famine of 1943, tThers was a
E{QFeat influx of Renpales hindu refugess, particularly To  The
’fdistritt% of Goalpara and Cachar. The fourlth stream of migrants
ware the Mepali orariers seltled in Lhe hill slopes of Assam
583 .

As per A9R1 rensus Lhe HAssamess people conlinuved Lo be a minorily
linquistic naroup, constituting only 2374 while The bengalees
constituted MPYL (RS,

In the Jight of this, one can visualize "a plural sociely” or
'Eultural pluralism'” where fTwo regional compunities sxist side by
side , Assamese on one hand and on Lhe olther FHengalee, combining
for a wunified resoonss Lo Beitish dmpsrialist dwpact  alt The
national level, and vel mulually compeling with each other al The
Cregional lavel, inn S0 io-8oonami o, poliftical  and  coulifaral
spheres . This no only  oroves Lhe inadenuacy o f the
assimilationist wmodel in  segmented socielies o suplain and

predict Lhe dynamics of group relations,  bul also Lhe imporltance

B8, A Goswami & JH Gogod . Migration & Demographic  Transformation
af Assam, 19011971, in Bl Abhi (Edi,Norih East Regioni Prab—
lems & Prospeclts of DEvelopmeni,Chandigarh, 1984, ppdi-78.

B9, A Guha, op oil nEd
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_%f curh relations for the strucrture and funcitioning of the state.
'ﬂmmmn states thal tLhenrisfts are unahle Tn explain why parnchial
identity hecomes important at different historical periods and
;mmqtinnﬁ why groups begin tn feel separale from sach nther at
?one point of time and united at another and why in some countries
ars divisions highly politirised %o a deqgres Lhal threalens the
 survival of the politiral unit or the groups themselves, while in
intherﬁ poplitiral tensinn nr ronflict hetween groups do not  sasm
B a0

In the Assam situation, the feeling of unity hetween The two
gronuns under the pressura of Briftish imperialism is obvinns,
common  grievances and A common colonial enemy are  lwo maior
fartors l1eading %o such rcnhesinn. The emergence of parochial
consrinusness is also not unexpecled and it may he looked upon as

the result of sorin—economic struggle heliween The Twn groups.

This parochialism was highly evident when the Asomiva DReka Dal

demanded The transfer nf Sylhel tn RBengal, 1ioftal ban on RBengales
immigration to the Brahmapulra valley for a period of Twenly
YRAKS ; striat naturalisation laws for resident, Hengalee
immigrants, oullawing all  aniti Assamese organisalions  in LThe
Brahmapnlra Valley(&1). Whatl hegan as mere parnchial conscinus-—
ness  in the pre—independence period, became highly politicized
Lthreatening the snrvival nf Lthe groups Themselves in  The post
independence period al certain historical periods, say 1940%s for
instance, and a study of Lthe student movemsnhs in Assam  would

clearly expose This.

&0. 5 G Neuman, np E;Ewp, H
i: A41. A PRaruwah ,Indian Nalionalism & the Asszamese National
[ Questinn, North East Quarterly, Ang 1982, p23




: lanation for this is that in fThe c¢olonial period, The
'{?; was one -~ viz, The overthrow of Brilish imperialiﬁm,
in the post colonial era, tThe targel being removed, i1

in period of self assertion, a fight for one’s righls

struanle for survival. It is in this contexl that 1he

’

nt movement in the colonial and past colonial period will
be understood. Hence student movemsnts in  Assam  from
emarged as movemsnts al the regional level, arising
from socin economic probhlems of The Assamese sociely,
iﬁater finding expression in the Indian MNalional Movemaent,
ound hy the palriotic fervour to free Lhe naltion from alien
1. This suggests thal benesath Lthe apparenit nationalism,
were varinus local movements arising to secure parlicular
Anil Seal in his hbook maintains Lhal whal apgosars o he a
d force of Indian Mationalism, was in realily & coalition of
‘movementﬁ wilh differsnl aims(H2).
this perind, the student movemenls of Assam did nol emerge
wvemants fLThemselves, hul were parlt of Indian Nalionalism
Jed with a sense of regionalism. Howsver, in The posi
al perind they esmerged as independent movemesnts Linked with

gconomic problems of The siate.

called Youltural pluralism' sxisting in  LThe Assamess
Y can also bhe identified in Guyana (Soulh Americal). The

ict there was hetween the Indians and tLhe Africans, arising




tuted a majority of the population and the compefition For
EEand pnlitical office that marked Lhe firat phasa of  onst
“al development and had heen inlerpreted in Lerms of race,
in reality, Raymond T. Smith maintains, The legacy of rolonial
Tﬁis legacy at Lhe same Time is a barrier in Lhe way o f
ating an intagrated nalinnal sociely, nol a perfectly homoge-
15 social and cultural entity, bul one in which social diffe-
éﬁtion and culiural diversily are contained wilhin an  insti-
%ﬁal structure providing sufficient communicative effiency to
that conflict aver natinnal objiecltives is conltrnlled and
ﬂmed. He further staltes Thal neither racial differences, nor
al pluralism nor sven primordial sentimenis stand in  the
_@? Guyanese intearation. Ii is the whole complex of faclors
ited from Lhe rolonial past, including the system of  con-

that asserts the exislence and signifirances of races and
36 Lhem availahble for The integration of social realily. "One
is that it is impossible fo Lranscend Lthe colonial  past
ignoring it, hul Ths interpretalion of thal past becomes al

%ame Lime the charler for The fulure"(&3).

disturbance nf the socio-—soonnmic structurs of Assam by Lhe

of migrants into Lhe state, inceeased Lhe apprehension of
- Assamese middle class for they realised thal Lheir auliural
ntity and economic structure was in  danoer. Thus Assamese

fﬁnalism began Lo take roots and the Assamese middle class who

Lhe peasantry underlook the task of awakening “self

faymond T Bmith, Race Class & Poliltical Conflict in a Posat—
Colonial Snciety, S G Newman{ed), op cil pn 2RP-2R3
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ysness" among Lhe Assamese community so thal Through its
_ation, it eould  he transformed into a2 nationalily  To

goals of socio—-economic, political and culiural signifi-

. strurtural strain is therefore an  important sociological

ancouraging  student movemsnts in Assam. 1 conforms 1o

y & sncisty must he stiructurally conducive To the develap—
ﬁf the tvpe of elemeniary collective behaviour That will
-515 a snrial movemsnt befnre one can arise. In olher words,
‘ﬁﬁnditions of the society must be such That new lLypes of
ur are pnssihle, or are likely Lo appear. If for sxampls,
ciety is divided into competing groups on an  ethnic, reli-
 ? sncin-econnmic hasis, it will "form a sel of strucltural-
nducive ronditions for Lhe flow of hostility". Thus arcor-
o.Smelser, the facrtor Lhal must bs present is LThe struacti-
Train, accompanisd hy the feslinos of ankisly and Frusira-
.Smelser shates Lhal Lthe strain is instilulionalised, hows-
';Eﬁ economic, political religious or other social relation-
";nd hefors it oan lead Lo more Than individoaal deviant
our, IThe idea of acrlion must spread Lhroogh The group.  In
words, LThe situation mast have a common meaning  for Lhose
are the strain, =0 LThal They are willing o act  Logeihee,
ére The condiftions thal will delsrmine wheither coollechive
gwill arise, and whelther i1 will continuees until i1 gradoal-
.?ns inta an organised social movement integrated inton  the
wre of sociely. AL svery point in This development of

N, the dinstruments of social control, such as Lhe gover-—

the police or public opinion, may play decisive roles in

37



Mmﬁditinnﬁ suguested by Smelser are characleristic of
sociefy A frevios shudents movemsnts A
d.8tudent protests in Assam necessitates ils study wsing
analysis of sncial movemsnis. YA set of structurally
ve ronditions for the flow of hostility", the geopplitical
of Assam sounled wilh coltoaral pluralism arising oul  of
cnlonial historical roots "the dependent variables and a
tively econnmic harckwardness for which Lhe cenire is  held
zible and the subhseguent growlh of regional consciousness
a congenial environmant  Ffor Lhe rise, growbh, suslenanos
gquency of student movemsnls Through The sarly decadss  of
h century upto the gresent Times in the stale. T1 is again
mental rconstraints -~ the instruments of social  control
the government, polics o publisc apinion, witi o
nes  the severity or suslenance, The lessening or increa-
student activities or opsrations. Generalisalions cannni
f?e in the study of student movemenis of The world, in tThe

ad  and  developing counltries since situations  wvary from
fo placre. Tn the developed couniries, stodent movemenis are
by direct laftist influence althouagh Lthe rise of Nazism
scism  had strong student supporl while in the developing
Bs, They display an inlterplay of varinus idenlogies, nol
rily the Jdefiists. Howsver, rertain similaritiss  are
to light, for instance, student movements are generally

ed  to  bring aboul changes at  either the educational,

J Smelser, Theory of Colleclive behaviour, London
ledge & Kegan Paul @ 1942 pp 1318
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economic or ponlitical level, the diversificalion of is-
. The cass of Assam is distincily different  Ffrom  TLhe
nditions and operations of studen? movemsnis  in  obther
India. This is w0, partly because of ils geographical
or more specifically, ils geopolilical history., a slale
ancing expansion amd eontraction Lhroughoul The rcenfuriss,

aely as a legacy of Rritish colonial policy fowards  LThe

a0




realisation thal no change or development, whether social

CHAPTER ~—~ VII

EPILOGUE

The discussions in the foregoing chaplers altlemplad al a foous on
the origin and growth of the student movemsnt in Assam in
colonial  conditions and in the post—independence period.In  Lhe
primary  societal conditions under colonialism, Tha Indian
national movement plaved a significant role in moulding stadent
movement in Assam. Students had actively parficipalsed in  the
Independence movemsnt  and politics becams an acceplsed parl  of
campus  life. Studenis oflen saw Themselves and wers seen by
society as'" an incipienlt elile", as Allbach describes Them ., =&
small  group  being  Lrainsd for positions of authorily in  Lhe
socialy  and They olaim aulhorily for themsslves on LThe hasis of

their perosived fulurs status,

The post  independence  period saw  student movement in  Assam
struggle  for the Lriumph of regionalism and sconomic development

borne out of "a feeling of neglect” by the centre and oul of the

7
gconomic  or political ,  din the stale , cannot be broughl aboutl
without resoriing fto agitations and movements., of which the

student class formed The nucleus. The significant development in

The post  Indepsndence  era was  LThe gradual organisaltional
maturily atlained by 1The studenlt movement particularly the

formation of All Assam Students Union (AASBUY in 1947 with a
regular constitulion and a five~lier organisational network of
its  own.What may be Lraced as a legacy of the Indian Nalional
Movement was the methods of agitation, which continued to bhe

popular and effective until recent times ¢ the AASU agiftaltion of



197984 is a manisfestalion of this.

Moreover,in the post - independence period, student movemsnts in
Assam marked its adherence to the gquintessential characteristics
of sorial movement as identified and defined by Wilkinson as a

- precondition of social movemenl =

(13 A social movement is a delibesrate collective endeavour 1o

' promole change in  any direction and by any maans,nol  excluding

violence , illegality, revolution or withdrawal into Utopian’
Ccommunity

(&) f social movemsnl must evince a minimal degree of
organisation,though this may range from a loose informal or
partial level of oraganisation to the highly institutionalized and
hureaucratized movemsent and the corporale group ¥
(3 ) A social movements commitment to change and 1the raison
d'etre of its organization are founded wupon The CONSCLOUS
volition, normative commitment to the movemenis®aims or beliefs,
and active particiaption on the part of the followers or members
1) .
The recognition of student movemenis in Assam as social
movemsent, however does nol diminish their imporiance as historial
movemantis.The roolts of tThe major six wear siudent movemant
(197912843 over the foreign nalionals® Issue were Thus deep
rooted not merely in its lowng tradition of agitation bul also in
the unstable snvironment which has prodoced them and Lhe problems

peculiar Lo Assam along have made student movemsnis in  Assam,

unigque and therefore was brought to the intsrnational limslight.

The unstability in the environmenl was largely ocrealed by Lhe

inflated demography of the Stale Lo the sxient thatl by 1979, the

electoral raolls contained the names of several lakhs of

1. Paul MWilkinson, Sncial Movement,London,Pall Mall Press 1971
p 27
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"foreigners".It was the All Assam Students Union (AABU) and Lhe

All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad (AAGEP)thal pul up the slrongest
'oppoaitnn and started an agitation which was Lo last for  six
years and finally pul the studeni leaders on Lhe seats of polital

power .

The inflated demography 1hat is responsible for 1lhe wunstable
environment arose chiefly oul of the problem of migration from
East FBengal ., later East Pakistan and now Bangladesh. fesamn’ s
population constituted 1.38 % of India's in 1901 and increased to
2.22 % and 2.67% upto in 19%1 and 1971 respectively as already
cited in chapter 1rand the rate of the inflow of migranls was
maximum  during 1?11“1?31 » Lo the lowest level during 1931-41,
bul increased greatly in the next three decades 1941-71 (2. In
190%  when FHengal had been partiftionsd and the Muslim-majority
East PBengal was joined with Assam Lo form a new province of East
Bengal and Assam : large scale immigration of Muslims from tLhe
East Bengal districts of Mymansingh, Pabna, Bogra A
Rangpur, poured in. The Census Report of thal vear described The
situaltion in Assam  as 'alarhing“ especially  in ths Goalpara
region which registered an abnormal increas of populaiion from
1.4% 1o 2 % in 4901 fto 30 Y in 9101911 (3. This  dimmigralion
became so large by 1931 that the Superiniendent of Census
Co 5. Mullah wrole in his report 3

Probably The most imporiant sveni in fThe province during

The last 25 vears, an svenl,moreover, which seems likely

to  altsr permansnily Lthe whole fulure of Assam  and Lo
destroy more  surely Lhan did Lhe Burmsse  invaders of

B & Goswami and  J.H Gogoi,"Migraltion arnd Demographic
Transformation of Assam 1F901-71" in B L Abbi {(ed} North East
Region ¢ Problems and Prospects of Development, Chandigarh, 1984
and pp&d7-72

3. Census of India,1211 vol III Part 1. Assam,Government of
India, p.97



1820, the whole structure of Assamess culture and
civilization has been the invasion of a vast horde of
land— hungry Bengali immigranis, mostly Muslims, from
the districts of eastern Bengal and in particular from
Moymensingh. The dinvasion began somelime hefore 1911,
and the Census Reporl and thatl yvear is the first repor?
which makes mention of this advancing host by 1921 the
firsl army corps had passed inlto Assam and Framal
practically conguered the district of Goalpara. It is
sad but by no means improbable thal in another 20 vears
Sibsagar District will be the only part in fAssam  in
which an Assamese will find himself at home. In facl Lhe
way in which They have segized upon The vacanl areas in
the Assam Valley seems almost uncanny. Withoul fuss,
without tumult, without undus frouble to the district
ravenue staff, a population which must amount to  over
half & million has transplanted itself from Bengal To
the Assam valley during the last 25 years(4}.

In 1927 , Nehru, in a letter fo Bishnuram Medhi, who relurned his
"Tamrapatra" as a prolest against the indifference of the Central
Government to the problem of Assam, had stated thal he realised
the gravity of the situation caused by the muslim immigration i
Assam and had urged the Government Lo pul a stop to i1 .
M.G.Jinnah strongly obiected to this for he wanted Assam to  be
incorporated in his proposed Pakistan(3}). However, Saadulla’s
Government Lriscd Lo manipulate the census of 1941 Lo sirenglhen
the casse of Lhe Muslim League (s The Census Report of 1941 read 3
“The most noticeable rise in LThe muslim population
in  Assam  once again repressnis  dmmigralion  from
mymensingh and sasl Bengal generally. The policy of
colonisation of Assam by Muslims  of  Bengal was
continued under LThe joinl auspices of Sir Saadulla
in Assam and Nazimuddin in Bengal. ..."07).

Baacdulle  wanted to setils the dmmigrant muslims in Uppsr Assam

under  Lhe prelest of "Grow More Food” campaign and  wanted  ths

Census of India, 1931 , vol III , Part I page 49
5 Ha .Shukla, op cit.p.l1é

Hoe M. Barua . Assams’® struggle for survival

Census of India, 1941, Vol 111 . Pari 1.
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iline system, which prevented their settlement in Upper fAssam, Lo
be abolished. Wavell turned down the proposal on grounds thal Tlhe

[T

Assam government wanted to "Grow More Muslims ™. In 4944, an

u

Assamese delegation met Gandhi al Panchgani, where Gandhi staled @

Bordoloid has referred Lo Lhs problams of
unrestricted Muslim immigration to Assam under 1he
patronage of the Saadulla Ministry. The Assamese
people should never accept this policy . if
unrestricted dimmigration to a small province like
flssam from a neighbouring province is  allowed 1o
contine, and if as a resull of this Ithe exisling
people  are likely %o be reduced To a minorilty then
the state has a right to take proper sleps against
this .. . fAAssam must nol lose its soul".
The Rordolni Congress Ministry rejected the Cabinel Mission Plan
and Gandhi supporlted the cause of Assam on 18.1.47 (8). MWhile on
the other hand , the designs of Pakistan were dlear. M.A. Jinnah
on  the eve of the partition of India promised 1o his Privale
Secretary, Moinul Hag Choudhury, who later opled for India and
joined the Congress Ministry 3" Wait for 10 vyears,I shall
present Assam on a silver plals Lo you'. Bheibkh Mujibur Rahman in
his book: Easlern Pakistan ¥ Ils populalion . Delerminalion and
Economics, stalted ¥ "Becauvse Eas?t Pabkistan must have sufficient
land for ils huge population and fAssam will give it full scope
for esxpansion and because Assam has abundanl forest and minsral
resources,  coal.pslfroleum elcoc. Eastern Pakisitan must  include
A5 5 am to be Ffinancially and economically  strong.® Again,
Z.ABRutto,Prime Minister of Pakistan wrole in his & The Myith of

Independence in 1948 @ I1 would be wrong Lo think thal Hashmir is

the only dispulte That divides India and Pakislan, tThough i1 is

8. B P Shukla, op cit pp 17-18
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undoubtedly the most significani.... One al least is nearly as
important as the Kashmir dispute___ that of Assam and some
districts of India, adjacent to East Pakistan. To theses, Easl
pakistan has very good claims, which should not have besen alowed
to remain guiescent(%?). Moreover, Pakislan flags were hoisted in
fssam in 1962 during the Chinese aggression on  India, and
Bangladesh flags and porlraits of Mujibur Rahman were displayed
with "Joi Bangla' slogans on Mar Bé&, 1980 at Howly,Barpeta, in a

demonstration by the infiltralors(10}.

Hemee it  was not surprising thal when B.P.Chaliha, 1he Chisf
Minister of Assam intensifed the drive for the deportaltion of The
Pakistan infiltrators in the late 1960 s and sarly 1970s, both
F.A.ARhmed and M.H.Choudhury pressurised him lo stop deporitatlion
and convinced the Central Government 1o close down the Foreigners
Tribunals and all cases against foreign infillralors wWers

transferred Lo ordinary courts of law. (11}

The partition of India did not " assuage the land hunger' in East
Pakistan. The new intesrnational boundary was nol marked and was
unguarded resuliing in the interplay of economic forces despite

partition and

Ylargs number  of Muslims Ffrom East Pakislan
continued To move across The open frontisr into
Assam ., Tripura and West Bengal -— for land

work and opportunity. Their passage was illegal
. bul economic forces proved more  polent  than
passpori and  visa regulaltions WY

The Influx Ffurther described East Pakistan as

"Demographically ... an overloadsd area ... Thus

9. Ibid p2g

100 Amiva Humar Das, Assam®s Agony,. lLancers?®  Publishers., hdNew
Delhi 1982, p3
1. Ihid p 18
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the Itraditional migraltion from East Pakisltan
continused even Lhough the new political frontier

133

had come into being ... {12,

' fAs a result, the economic conditions of Assam has delerioratled
greatly . Singe 1957 .,  Assam has been suffering Ffrom under
production of food for while the land under cultivalion has not

Cincreased, population doubled . Whalt seriously affected 1The
deteriorating economic conditions, say . lhe standard of living
, efficiency and productivity, of the indigenous unskilled
labourers was LThal The daily wages of the agriculfural  labourseres

in the areas of high conceniration of immigrants such  as  in

Goalpara was Rs 3/~ as comparsd to Rs 8/- per day in Sibsagar
District where immigrants were soaros (13,

Comsidering The low rate , ILThe peopls definilely opled for
immigrant labour o The growing inftensify of Lhe Forsign MNalionals
Tssue  and The lack of alacrilty on the parl of Lhe Government of
India to enhance Tthe sconomic development of The Sitale had

compelled The Assamess people To fesl "neglectedand  tThis h

&
W
it

been expressed even by wrilers olther LThan Assamese(14).I1 was
perhaps  LThis fesling of neglect coupled wilh LThe urgency of  Lhe
situation That instigated the students in 4978 1o start a

74

movemanl on the Foreign Nationals issue. The urgency was genuine

12 Inf Luw, The Eulernal BFFairs Ministry,Government o
India, 1943, _

13 Binay Muma Math, "Impacl of  Immigraltion on S nams
Agriculiural Eoonomy . This Eastearn volos,vol 1Mo

2;Guwahati, 1980, p.%0
4. B P Shukla, What Ails India®*s North Fast: MV Hamath,
Neglectad Assam,The Illustrated weskly of India,Bombay, 20

Jan*B0: Inderiit, Stralegic Bul Neglected, Assam Tribhune,
May * 80.
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THABLE

as Lhe following tables show( 1532

#4

 ELECTION NO OF VOTERS INCREASE OF P.C INCREASE
 YEAR VOTERS OF  VOTERS
‘ BETWEEN
ELECTION
1952 4, 0bé, TA0
1957 4,496,357 4,826,417 10,5 (IN 5 YRS)
1962 4,942,816 4,49 ,459 10.0 (IN 5 YRS)
1966 5,585, 056 &, 42, 24D 12.0 (IN 4 YRS)
1970 5,701, BOS 1, 16, 749 2.1 (IN 4 YRS)
1974 b, 296, 198 5,94, 393 10.4 (IN 1 YR )
1977 7,289,543 5,332,345 14.8 (IN & YRS)
(MARCH ) #
1978 FEE 7,924,474 7,44,933 10.3 (IN 8 MTHS)
(NODV* 77 )% P
1980 JAN 8,537,497 5, 63,081 7.1 (IN 24 MTHS)
. (BEPT'79)#
DRAFT 110.0 (1952-1979)

# Month in

which volers?®

listl was prepared

1%, Memorandum submilted by Assam College Teachers Association
Lo the Home Minister

of India,

23 Feb
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l‘

RiapLe 2. INCREASE  IN  POPULATION IM  ABBAM  and

:

YEAR  POFLOF A584M DECADAL P.g COPODF OF INDIA

1901

- S e —
1911 3,848,617 3,58,937 . i

21,213 0,3

1931 5,%460,3

1941 4,560,371 1. 134, 419 L2900 318,660,580 14.2

1951 8,018,834 1,334, 6466

2EL T 2.5

TR S A

197 1

1981
EGT AH83, 810,051 24.75

CON- 19, 820, 000 3
BER -
YET -
IVE

HIGH Z2,908,000 &, B8, 000

AVE- 21,399,000 b 774 Q00

R&GE

14. Figures for 1901-71,
Part II-A, G
anthe

g of India, 1971, Ssries 3, Assam
neral Population : Fhy Figures wilhin par-
is indicale ¥ Lo the tolal pop. of India.
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compensation Lo the family of Bukleswar Halila
and punishment Lo Lhe culprils 3

(413) To convert the Jorhal Science College into
a full fledged Technical and Applied Science
Instituls

(14y  That the medium of examinaltion of APSC
(fssam  Public Service Commission) should be
made Assamese and Assamese  should he made
compulsory for all educational institutions in
Assam. Morsover, all official works should he
in AnsAmBEe for all government and T
government offices (17},

This Charter of Demands was popularly known as The Economic
Charter, the Lheme being on economic lines 3 specifically , the
gconomic development of Assam. On 1978, represenlalives of AABU
met at  the Jorhal Science College. wheare tThey included
‘identification of foreigners’ and "expulsion of foreigners’® as

harate demands. The agitation thus starled wilh 146 demands.

i
i

The success of the agitaltion lay not only in  The well-defined
organisational structure of the studenls organisation bul also in
its well planned programme, initially called oul for 8 months and

carefully executed o The programmes slaried on 8th August 197

{3

with pickelting al every districlt MHeadoguarlters office, followsd
by satvagraha, hunger steike,  HAssam Handh and "Fast unto dealh’®
by the Exsculive body of SABU . On 23rd Deo the &O8BU lsaders wers
compelled fTo  have dicussions wilh Goveernment of fAssam  al  iis
request  bul were soon delerminsd Yo carry oul its programme dus

1o the Government's indifference .

On 20 June, 19792 , al the invitation of, the Shillong Socio-

17. Bartaman Gana Ondolan ary Chalttra Sangstha.fpril  1980.second
issue, , pi5)



Cultural Organisation, the North-Eastern Regional Students

Faderation was formed. It resolwved 3

"Wae the students of the Nerih Easlern Region, farmers
and  industrial workers and youlh adulis are uniled
here to resolve to bring back the old unity and
cooperation. We bury our differences of opinion
inspite of living separately in hills and plains. MWe
are members of Lthe same family and our problems are
problems of Lhe entire Morth Eastern region . We do
notl wnat to live as in wvalids but as acltive
citizens™{18).

" The promise of solidarity from the studenis of the entire HNorlh
‘Eastern Region was important and necessary for lhe agitalion o

»
Phe 2 success.

5&1 294k August 1979 ., Lhe Asom Gana Sangram Parishad (AGEP) was
formed in Dibrugarh al Hanoi College by the esxecutive body of
:AASU. With the formation of this new organisaltion {(AGEP) 1lhe
Cagitation gained momsntum  and revitalised The programme by mass
sit”in strike { (Gana Abasthan Dharmaghalt ¥, Salyvagraha,Mass
ralliss, Mass— signalture campaign sto.. A Cenlral Mass rally on
an all Assam basis was held al the Judges Field at Guwahali on
bth  November,197%. From 3rd fto 1Lk Dec tims was given for the
filing  of nominalions for Tl Lhirtesn Parliamsntary
Constituencies of fAssam, and this was followesd by 34 hours Assam
Bancdh {(Zrd Lo 4 Decemberd and 3th To 8Lth December There was mass
picketing in front of &ll polling offices where nominaltions could

be filed (49},

18. 1hid p 14
19. Ibid p7
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It was at this juncture HKhargeswar Talukdar was killed in police

iring and his death had a greal impacl of the studenis movemenl

North Cachar. Abida Ahmed tried to file nomination from a place

talled Bhawanipur, near Palhsala with police escorl. On 7th Dec

about 700 trucks,organised by Guwahati Universilty and Guwahatli
'Bmineering Students prevented her from going oul of Guwahati. On
9th Dec. when she moved oul at night with Mr G.E8.Gill, DIG, a few
students like Nakib Zaman and Khargeswar Tulukdar followed tThem
to Bhawanipur , where in police atrocities Khargeswar Taluldar

was killed and many were severely wounded (Z0}.

;A programme of non-cooperation was carrvied oul from 24-31 Dec.
The new year 1980, began wilh a 538 hour Assam Bandh and on  3rd
January Dilip Hajari was killed.From 8th Jan mass pickelling in
Assam®s o0ilfield was carried oult o stop the flow of crude o0il
outside the state. On 18 Jan, police fired several studenis, AJil

Neog, Nagen Deka, Nripen Bora and Humud Gogoi Lo name a few.

Black day was observed al North Hamrup & Duliajan as a mark of

protest against The police firing al Duliajan on 21 Jan, 1980

213 .

Thus by oy s Tl several  rounds o f discussions b Lwsen
representatives of AABU and AAGEP and The Prime Minister, Indira
Gandhi. On 2 Febh, 1980, AASU submitied a memorandum Lo Lhe Prime
Minister and conveved Ltheir profound apprehension regarding  The

voters®  Llist  and Lhe conltinuing influx  of  Foreign naltionals.

20. 1bid p 34
21. Ibid p 7
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Subsequently, talks & discussions were held at  the Prime

Ministers® and inme Ministers® level during the period 1980 1o

1982 while Lhe agitational programme did not dieg in spirit and
continued successfully. Several rounds of informal talks were
Cheld during the year, 1984. In March 1983, formal discussions

were resumed .

The six vear old movement culminated in the Assam Accord., which
was announced by the next Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, in his
Independence Day Address to the nation from the ramparis of Fad
Fort, in the early hours of 1% August, 1983, The Assam Accord was
followed by the formaltion of thes Asom Gana Parishad (A G P)Y . by
the former leadsrs of AABU. Elscilions wers helﬁ and Lhe & G P
governmenl was formed with the former AASU Presidenl, Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta and General Sscrelary, Bhrigu Humar Phukan as  tLhe

Chief Minister and Home Minisler of the Blale respecltively.

What was unigus aboul LThe mass movemend organised by AABU was
that it was largely peaceful and democratic  and therefore,
constitultional, wilth & Ffew sxeosplions, Thisﬁmmvement is popularly
known  ams Lhe YPeople's Movemsnl' ralher Than a mere sludent
movemsent  for  the students had the Full support of  the general

public and sven of Lhe rural areas, including women and childesan,

The movemenl had worked within severe macro as well as miceo
constraints for The Central Government trised every possible way
Lo sabolags the popular movement by deploying the army,
suspension of officers parlicipaling in LThe agitation, withdrawal
of scholarships from students . as well as  the call for
discussions which in realily were intentions to diverl Their

i 294



attention and win them over. Inspite of such constraints the

moyvement survived and this survinal euxplains its diverss

historical rools.

Tracing the history of the years of studeni proftest from LThe very

garly times when the environment itself could not provids a gound
for student protests since Calculta was Lhe cenlre of highsr
education then, up to the almost recent times, cerlain special
features are highlighted .These special fealures also euplains

the roots of student protesit in Assam.

An obvious and most significant feature which provides sirong

‘grounds for the rise of student protests in Assam is its

historical tradition, which has reasserled the facl Lhal sludents

are a dynamic force for political, educalional and socio-economic

tudent movemsent -

A
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It is important fo nolte that the campus has nol
suddenly exploded, tThalt there is & substanlial
tradition of student political concern  and
activity, and that studenis have playved an
important role  din revolulionary movemnsnls
Through LThe years

The students of Assam from the start , in  the I%Lh cenlury for
instancs, braadd taken up =2conomic  demands, Fight against
colonialism and its aflermalb problsms closely connecied wilh The
socio—~economic development of Lhe slalte and a quest for identily.

cnons Lo new student

]

1

This long conlinuous process no doubt give le

proftests, agitaitions and movemenis and also explains Lthe success

2 .

o

M Lip

i

et {ad}, Student Politics, Preface, p viili
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of the six year student movemeni (1979-1984), spearheaded by Tha

All Assam students® Union on the Foreign Nationals Issue. A more

recent student movement which exposes Gthe dimporiance of a
historical tradition is the Chinese students® prolest al Beijing
Central Tianamen Square on May 4,1989 urging for democrale

reforms  and an end o "rule by old men" . The Chinese studenls

claimed that " they were keeping alive the spiril of Lhe May 4ALth

 movement, a campaign for democracy and modernisation hagun by

Cstudents demonstration in the capital exactly 70 years ago (23).

Lipset has described Chinese students as "key elemenls in  the
revolutionary upsurge of Lhe early 20th cenltury and caused much
of the intellectual ferment, as well as supplying Lhe cadres,
which contributed to the overthrow of the Manchu dynasty and to
later political developments in China up to and dncluding the

communist last thrust to powsr in 1945-1949"(24).

This continuity in Lhe tradition of student movemenl explains Llhe
blow to the authorily of the Chinese Prime Minister ., Mr Li Penyg
in the form of opposition to martial law in Beiiing by 100
military officers and LThe declaraltion of Peoples Liberaltion
Army®s support Lo tLhe studenis and their demands on May ZE, 1989

(F5) .

Closely associaled with IThe eswxistence of & long hilorical

tradition anolther special fealurs which influsnced and gave rise

23, fzsam Tribunes, May 5, 1989
24, lLipset ., Loco oit.
2%, The Telegraph . May 23, 1989
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to student movemenis in Assam is The greal impacl of ths geo-
political  history of 1the state : a history of esxpansion and
contraction since its annexaltion by the British in 1826 . by &
S8 EE of  rearvangsment  of  boundaries. With  Lhe Hritish
annexalion of Assam, Assam was laggsd Lo Bengal administralively.
In 1874 Assam was disintegralted from Bengal on gounds  of  over
populaltion and adminisiraltive inconvenience and sconomy, and mads
a Chisef Commissionsy's provinoce under The divsect  conirollsed of
the Governor General in Council and 3 Bengal districts of Bylhet
o Cachar  and Goalpara were Lransferred Lo Assam. For & brief
period  From 1905 -~ 1912, East Hengal was Tagged wilh Assam.  In
1947 . & referendum was held in Sylhel as & resull Df» which
Sylhel, sxcepl Harimgani, was transferreed Lo Eést FPakistan, now

Bavigladesh,

Again, based 07 racial ard lTinguistic grounds . Further
reorganisaltion  of boundary demarcalions were made Lo the sffect
that by 19463 Magaland was recognised as & separate state @ in
1972  Mesghalaya broke away while Manipur and Tripura had becams
Union terrvitories to subsequently hbecome States, and Mizoram . a
Union territory.This fragmentation of the North East has heen
described as a natural consequence Lo political stabilily in
chapler 1 for heterogenous societies with no albtempt at
assimiliation tend Lo be unstable and where dependent variables
operate . Thus This geo political history creales a dynamic
environment which in turn gives rise to new kinds of problems

which demands the atlention of the students.
An  obvious problem is that of migraltion and the Ffollowing

faug A

9
3
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quotation makes Lthe poini clear 3

The presence of Lhese migranits have shaken LThe founda-
tions of the Assamese social structure and crealed
solidarity among The Assamese sven while gensraling
cleavages between the indigenous Assamese and the indi-
genous Ltribals. 11 has experienced the esducational,

social,economic aspirations of counltless fHEsAmMBEE
determined their ceniral political concerns, and bhecame

a derisive factor in the periodic restructuring of the
states boundaries. Migration into Assam has also given
Fise Lo powsrful assimilationisl nalive gsentiment and
hacklash separatislt agitations, To massive conflicts
opver language, education, and employment policy, and Lo
pnlitical cleavages Thal have not only led to  tThe
intervention of Indias® Central Governmenl and LThe use
nf the Indian Army, bul have also affected fmaams”
relationship to neighbouring Bangladesh, formerly Fast
Bengal, and hence India’s relationship to Pakistan . In
short, migration has been a force for social, culiural,
economic and political change in Assam (26).
However, while Weiner explains migraltion as a force for change in
Assam, it may be explained that while migration emerged and posed
as a vital problem to Assam the students in Assam adopled il as a
strong issue for agitation and thereby reacled as Lhe force for

changs .

Student movemsnis in Assam Thus had their rools in an unslable
societly . where Lhe absence of assimilalion have led to cultural
pluralism, which has heen compared Lo that of Guyana (in  Soulh
fAmerica ) in chapterl, a socio —economic  structural  strain,
created by migration and an inflaled demography. Such rools have
been ddentified from Smelsers® analysis of social  movemsnis, in
which he belisves that the existence of *a sel of structurally
conducive conditions for Lhe flow of hostilily "3  and where "Lhe

T tywpes of  behaviowr" surface conslantly to prodiycs

Them, Hesides, Thes wunslable sociely coupled with The neglect

26. M HWeiner, Sons of the B0il, Princelon, Princelton Univ Press
1978, p 124

j£2u] ZEE



T

from the Central Governmeni crealted an idenlily crisis, which has
generally been looked upon as the insular atiitude, regionalism,

parochialism o chauvinism.

Student movemsnis in Assam have besn populariszsed over Lhe vears
and this popularisaltion has its rools in thal the problems and
issuss  Thal the studenis adopt fo organiss prolsst ,  agifations
and movements were genuine and Ttheir programmes were well defined
and  organised.  The studenls are allracted by The largely wvalus
oriented programmes which have opened up new vistas Ffor  Ffulure
political dinvolvemeni or by the mere reason Lhal LThey are oftlen
aclion—packed and sven advenlurous programmes for the young  and

enthusiastic spirits.

A chief feature of the studenlt movemsnls in Assam lay in  itls

Yo

i

atiainmsnt of organisaltional malurily and Lhe subsequaent
formation of a five-ilire structure . Tracing its beginning in tha
Asom PBhasar Unnoti Sadhini Sabha at Calcutta in 1985 the
organisational struclure developed into a well sstablished one,

which would explain Lhe success of the A-vear mass movemend.

The A1l Assam Students Union (AASU)Y had its rools in the faomiva

Bhasar Unnoti Sadhini Sabha . This organisaltion developed into

The Assamese Studenlts Lite

-

ature Club al Calculla with branches
al. all the five districts although at places like Tezpur  The

original name was used. By 190%, an Ekala Sabha was sstablished

E

al Guwahatli, which funclioned as a college students union. Vary
soon  Ekata sabhas were established in schools in the four oblher

districts.
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A significant development took place in 1914 when the Asom Chalra

formed alt  Guwahali But  at  Lthes sams

Bahilva SBanmilan

conference Lhs name “"Sahilva " was dropped and Lthe organisation

was renamed Asom Challra Sanmilan which very soon had branches al

school leavel, village level and al the district level. It is This
organisalion that moulded the student communiiy into a new social
force although it did not formally participale in various sludent

protests,agitations and movemenls, il orgenised Them inlo aclion.

The 1930 saw The history of student organisalions being Tilied
more  towards The left, a&lihoagh i1 was The congersss programnms

that dictated fthe direction of the students of Tthe Asom Chalra

Sanmilan. The Til%t lowards Lthe left bhsgan with the formaltion of

Byam Sanghas which was first esltablished in 193% al Guwahalti and

branched owl to the district as well as the village level. Thea

left tilt Found esxpression in Lhe ALl Assam Progressive Youlh

Confarencs in Oct 1939 : the final split of fthe Aszsom Challra

Sanmilan came al Lhe Magpur Session , 1940. The final split

divided the Asom Chalra Sanmilan into the A1l Assam Studsenis’

Federalion affiliasted to 1The A1l India Studenls Federalion
A

affiliated To the PRI, and the fsom Chatra Banmilan or Lhe A1

Assam Students® Congress affiliated to the ALl India Students

Congress affiliated to the AICC which was formally recognised at

the Bombay Session, 194%,

* A5 was affiliated to AISF  which was  in  turn
affiliated To Lhe Nalional Union of Students (NUS)Y , which at its
higher lavel was afflialed to fthse International Union of

Students (I U 8. From 1939 Lo the early 1950 s , the AASF was

more active Than The AASC. Very soon the students of Assam Falt

e 200
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s need for a single organisation in Assam withoul any political

alication(27) . Thus was formed the A1l Assams® Sludents’

]

cociation in 1958.The All Assam students® Union (Ad Hocol) was
-med in early January 1947 and at 1he Tezpur session of

1. 12467 ., establishe

1]
L

itself as a formal organisalion and
ipted its Constitution. Figure (53 illustrales this svolution

student organisation in Assam.

use 8 of the Constitution defined the organisational slructure
a five- Lier organisalion 2

(1Y The local or primary student Uniong
{2y Zonal Students Union @

(2 Bubdivisional Studesnts Uniong

(4) District Students Union and

(%)Y The State Execulive Union

local or Primary students® Union is formed out of Lhe AABU

bers of sach sducational institution, and is under the conirol

the Fuscultive commiltles, elected by Lhe members LThemselves

onal {(Anchalik) Sludents Union comprises of The local units

1 particular region., The jurisdiciion of such unils is decided

the Stalte EFreculive Commitles in consulltalion wilth the Sub-

sional and Dsirict Studenits Unil.
memberes of  ftThe Eweculive Commiftliess of the local unils

dag on Lthe Fuesculive Commitlies of the Zonal Students

SThis  wunilt  is  named afler The name of the region in  Lhe

nning, for sg. if The name of The region dis "T" . i1 is koown

This explains why Dulal Barua strongly denied any political
liation of sltudent organisalions al a recordsed interview .
1RG0 Guwahati

onstitulion of AASBY ., clause 9, Article A,

¥

pp 4~35

£,
Py
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FIG (5) : EVOLUTION OF STUDENT ORGANISATIONS IN ASSAM
. YEARS
ASOMIYA BHASAR UNNOTI
SADHINI SABHA - 1888
5
i
ASSAMESE STUDENTS »
LITERATURE CLUE - 1903
i
EKATA SAEHA —- 1905 ﬁ
T
ASSAM CHATTRA
SAHITYA SANMILANI 1914
v
ASSAM CHATTRA :
SANMILAN - 1914
-
A= — =
HATI BYAM YOUTH
J LEAGUES _1934
S S
ALL. ASSAM PRO-
GRESSIVE
STUDENTS CONF. - 1939
= —1_
ALL ASSAM STU- ALL ASSAM STU-
DENTS FEDERTN DENTS CONGRESS -1940
\\\ & A_;.'—/-/ =
ALL ASSAM STUDENTS
ASSOCIATION -1950 .
st
ALL ASSAM STUDENTS ,
UNION L1947
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as" T Zonal Students Union". This unit may form branches or sub-

units for its smoobh working and the unit has full conirol over

such branches (29}).

;The jurisdiction of the Sub-divisional (Mahkuma) Students Union
fincludes the administrative houndary of the sub-division and all
ézonal units. 0One sub divisional unit includes atleast five zonal
units. The =slected representalives of Lhe zonal units decides
[imon the Freculive Commitites of the sub-divisional wunit. The name
:OF such units is named after the name of The sub-division.

Example, sub-divisional unit of sub-divison "D" is named as "D

Sub-divisonal Students Union®.

CArticle E of the Constitution stalted 1Thal the political
administrative houndary is the jurisdiction of tLthe District

Students® Union.

The District Studenits Union comprises of LThe Sub-divisional
CStudents Units. Its executive body is decided upon by the elected
representatives of the Zonal(Anchalik) Studenis Units. The names
of the District Students Unions sltarl with" Sodou"” (ALL) as for
g.g,if the name of the District is "D, 1he name of the union is
ALIYDY District Students Union. The President, the Sscreltary and

the members of the Eveculive Commities of 1the Sub-divisional

by

Students Union are the ex-officico members of the District
Students Executive Commitise.
The State Execulive Commiltes holds the all imporiani position in

the organisaltional structure. It includes two representalive

22. Loc cit article ¢




membars from sach district union and two members from each local
unit of each University. There are 3 members each from undivided
Dibrugarh , Magaon, and North Lakhimpur districts in The State
Execulive Committes. From Darrrang which has been divided into
two districts viz. Sonitpur and Darrang, there will be one
additional member aliernatively as per advice of the Slale
Executive. Members from the district units may be varied,
increasad or decreassed, according  To administralive aried
organisaltional requirements. The posts amongsl Lhe memsbers of

the commities are as follows 3

Post Number

1o Prasident 4

2. Vice-President 3

3. Genesral Seorelary 1

4. Assistant General SBsorelary 3

3. Education and Cultural Secrelary 1

. Informalion and Publicily Secrelary 4

7. Finance Secrealary 1

8. Organisalional Ssorelary 1

. BExsculive Ssorelary 1 From sach districtl
10 General members (thers and the repressn

~tatives from ihs
Universily
I The general session,lhe representatives elecied by the
District Unions To the State Exsculives slect Tthe office bssrers
from 1 to & and B as per sub-article € and the office hesarers 7
and B will bs selected by Lhe President and General SBecrelary as

par recommendation of fthe Executive Commiltlee.

The general session is held al one yvears' interval and i1 is
represanted by  an  egqual number of representatives from esach
district  and the numbsr is decided by The Blate Execulive. Ths
District Ersculive srpal Ly distribultes Tohe numbar of
representatives amongst Lthe Sub-divisional Unions and instructs
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the Suh-divisional Execultives to send its own represenialives .
The Subdivisional Execultive elecis its representatives keeping
in mind the interests of the Fonal Studenis Unions. The candidale
, must be a regular member of any Students Union and if

representative is not elected unanimously,he is glected by sscrel

hallotl.

Between two general sessions the Stale Execulive Commitles would

he the apex body, which is responsible for implementaltion of Lhe

decision taken in the general session. It holds the collecltive
responsibilit for achieving the aims and objeclives as per tLhe
ronstitution . It has to liaison belween the Districl Unions. It

alsp has to settle complaints received from general members of

Primary ., Zonal or Districlt Unions{(30).

The recognition of the studenl communilty as a new social force is

based on  the exponential growth of the studenl populalion as

discussed in Chapter 2, and if such recognition projeclis as one
of  the marksd fealure of sludenl movemenls in Assam, 11 may be

also considered as one of the roots thalt help to sustain  Them
for this social force has several advantages . The advanlages lay

in  thalt i1t acguires sympalhy of the public and i

-

gangrally

considerad  as  being Free from polilicel or any olher vested

interest . Hence wvery offen social or political movements all

over the world are spearheaded by this social force. Sludenls in
s

fSomsam,  may  Thus be Tsemed 2s Sltbach puls 1L oan  incipisent

glite." since LThey shoulder polilical responsibilily as students

o = ow

g 304



-

The aspirations of this " incipient elite” are contained within

the" regional counter — 2lite".,a lerm used by Inayvatullah, for_

the elite that perceives a given region within a nation as its }

political constituency and struggles to protect ithe interests of

that particular region, by demanding changes in the policiss of

the "naltional 2lite™(31}).

Another peculiar feature of studenl movmenls in Assam is its mass
rural base, and therein lay its roots. In the colonial as well as :
in the post colonial period, studeni agitations or movemenls
quickly forms Student Action Commillees which percolates into Lhe
interior willages for organisation and which poses as an

important step towards mass mobilisation.Student leaders of

student agitations and movemenis at differenl historical Tlimes
have all agreed that the greatest supporl had always coms  from
the vast rural aresas and have described them as more mililant and

therefore had often played vanguard rolsess (323,

A comparative study of student movemenls in Assam and of olher
k states of  India, as  well as  in developed and developing
‘ countries, helps Lo identlify similar and Ffealures of conlract
found therein. While James Michener idenlifies The lendency of

student movements in both affluenl and developing nalions towards

1. Inmavatullah, Internal  avd External factors in The failurve of
NMational Inltegraltion in Pakistan,p.84 ¢ Inavatullah wuses The Lerm
"national elite" for The study of political slite Lhal sess  Lhe
whols nalion as  ils political constiftuency  and makss  and
implements nalional integraltion policiss.

2. This mass rural base had been affirmed by almost all student
leaders al the recorded inferviews.
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violenoce whan = country is  going  through # political
crises,citing the e.g. of the role of the Mungarian students in

1954 against Russian invasion, we have tried to identify 1the

presence of two conflicling lendencies — a general lendency is to
apt for non-vioclence and the other, a simultaneous and nalural
tendency towards wviolence, in The studenl movement of Assam,
whichk were conspicuous in the fight for independence bul which
hecame less prominent in the post independsnce era. The presence
of these conflicting tendencies can be seen in the case of Lhe
French Student Movemenl "Liberle', unded in 1937 . Towards 1he
1960 however, Lhe general lendency in Franoe was  lowarids
violence, when studenis bsgan Lo organise farmers and workers for

demonstiraltions eic.

Arnother  fealurs of greal dmporfances that marked sloudent movement
in Assam is Lhe student worker alliance which has been identifisd
only in LThe highly indusirialized counteriss like in West Germany
by Eva MWeller and Wilfried van der WIill or in France by (leorge
Gross. In Assam Lhe worker student alliavce had ils beginning in
Lhe late 1930s with Lhe Dighoi 01l shrike, which
G.E.Bhatiacharies calls "the fralernisalion with the militant

working class®™.

This new Tegalure marks a break in the trend of institulionalised
Lrads—~ union agilations and ils significance lies in its
intensive and sxlensive organisalion. This alliance was also sesn

in  the post-colonial period when in 12 June 1947 a meelting was

.

held under the auspices of the Students Congress alt Tinsukia, 1

]

which The Vice President ,Maltasin Ali, of the Assam 0il Company
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labour Union was present . The meeting discussed Lhe labour
strikes and Matasin Ali informed the studenis of The nexi course
of action by the labourers if their grievances were nol mat. This
exposes the strong bond of the studenl- worker alliance. This
hond again became manifest Lowards the end of May 1948, as
mentioned in chapter Y. A District Committes was formed by the
ASF which enlisted 1% militant memebers from Lumding , Chaparmukh

and MNagaon and forwed cells to revive the language problem in

]

Assam.By the 28-30 of Bept, 30 cells were formed,of which &3%
wars  students, S0 To 25% were laboursrs, and The rest weee

prasant yvoulhs.

The Jorhat Students Federation Conference of Mov 1948 was well
attanded by  the workers of Jorhat Malch Factory and LThe
Electircal Engingering Works., AL such conferences il was resolved
to organise  Lhe students and Lo educate Lhe workers in  parly
politics.  The nesd for stoudying Marxism and Hissan problems was
also  emphasized. Joint Fighting Commitises and " Publicily

Srouads” with laboursrs, peasants and studenis were also  foroed.

]

o

The "Democratic Yool Sanghas" were also  organisalions  which
identifisd The cause of The studenls” steuggls with that of  LThe
labourers  and psasanis.fnolher striking example of LThe studsni-
worker alliance was sssn in Lthe publicalion of hand bills by both
The &80 and ABF in suopport of fThe raillway strike in 1949 when
many studenis were arrested, On 8 Aug & meeling was held undsr

the doinl auspices of leftist parties including the ABF.Press

Horkers®Union, fAssam Railroad worksrs® Union, after which a

i

procession of The railway employees, students and press—workers

paraded The main siresls wilh slogans demanding Lthe release of




the arrested students.This alliance ds also found during The food
crises of 1947 and the foundalin of 8AF ( Sanyvukla Andolan
Parishad) and sven in 1979 when al The dinvitaltion of Lhse Shillong
Socio-cultural Organisation Lhe North Easisrn Hegional Sltudents
Federation was formed it resolved Lhus: "We the students of Lhe
north sastern region, farmers and industrial workers and  youlh

adults are unilted here Lo resolve....

What is uninque here is Lhe ideniificaltion of developmenlts in
student movements in highly indusitrialized countries in a small
and economically backward stalte of Lhe Third World . The large
goonomic content dn the demands of the studenls over The vears
has drawn the supporl  of  the general  public, The preass
parficularly The workers and LThe peasants. The Charlter of Demands

in 1974, betlter known

il

g The Economic Charier, is an sxample.

A Fealture of contrast thalt may be pointed oul here is LThalt while
we  find  LThe socio-sconomic structural sirain as & viltal faclor
initiating student movemsnis in Assam, in  the indusirialized
nations, it dis dust Lhe opposite. While the sconomic growlth and
prosperity of  The 1940s encouraged student acltivism in  Lhe

developed counltries, the 1970s marked a decline, reasons being

attribulted Lo Lhe economic Lurndown.

Another remarkable fealure Lhat was more siriking in Lhe post -
colonial  period was the solidarily campaigns supporting  the
cause of studenls in Vielnam, Goa., Herela, Bombay or Manipur for
instance, which are in keeping with Article E sub-clauss of the
Constitulion of AABU which stated the estahlishment of frisndly

and cordial relationship with student organisations of other
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sltales.The esstablishment of such relaltionship bhecomss necessary
to draw syvmpalthy and support of the student communiiiess and olher
states in times of orises. Bludents whelher of Lhe State, Counltry-

or  world PR L e

-

g Lhemselves as a communily although  LThe
problems  and  dssues  wilh which LThey may be  ooncerned  may  be

Totally different.

The solidarity campaigns also sxplains the influsence of alher
nalions and stales on studenis movemsenls in Assam. This influsnos

s also svidenl from various sps

ches given by student  leadees
on  different occasions.The statement of the Bihar Studenls®
fotion Commities on Mae 14,1974: Moudarat ki deel hamari hai-&b
Bihar ki bari hai" (Gujarals'victory is purs.Now it is Tthe turn

of Bihar,"is indicative of intsr-stalte influenos. The rise of

revolutionary  Terrorism and guerills activities in Assam in  Lhe

19308 and 1940s dis a manifeslation of the inter—stale influsncs.

Another aspect of student movements in Assam and ils succe:

S i

most  programmes  and

% lies in the unilty of differant

student organisations in times of crise

callhough  ddeologically
they may be drifled away. This unily could be Lraced Throwghout
the different phases of agitations. The formation of The &48BU in

7

1967 and ils survival as an umbrella— organisalion iz a

gxampls of Lhis

An  analysis of the studenl movems

ig fAssam Lhus represenls a

dyvnamic force for change in an  unstable sociely, & society which

i

regquires The dicltaless of reagionalism or The insular attitude in

its stuggle for survival and quest for ddentity as

a state, for

otherwise, 11 may

5
i
133
e
]

to exislt as a viahle political unit.d
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Gtate concerned aboul ils own survival and developmenl cannol see

into Lhe broadsr nf national integration, and may cosider

it oas rather vamols .

iy mrovides Lhres selts of wariables famy and Lhedr

Inayatull

interaction which needs to be considered for an adequale LR
nf national intergration, which in general impliss & homogenous

tarritory or territories and a

politi unit  wilthin a given

homogenization of diverse cullures and tition.

The First selt of wvariabl

contains  Tthe initial L LS Y
conditions such as & sociely’s geographical characlteristics,

degres

of unity and diversity of culture, pallerns of social

o<

structure, integration and composition, and characlter of power

atructurs . In to  fAssam, LThese primary societal

condilions ars unfavourable and hence do nol permil T

homogeneity, which could be achieved only Through assimilalion,

which is lacking in ths s

SRR

ate. Menos tThis first sel of vari

i
i

not only b to student movements bul also LThe ab

i ven

of  The

conditions  and pressnce of conlrar; conditions  have

favoursdd a  low  leavel of integration, malintegralion or

disintegralion.

The sscond st of variables include LThe dvnamics of demand  and

policy dintraciions belwessn "the national slits

ravpional

counter elite within Lhes

and dnternational seliing, and LThe

conseguencss of national dntegration.  In LThe o

of Assam, Tl

3%, Inavalullah, op il pp 8484
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national elite has always attempled to absorb and contain  the
aspiraltion of Lhe regional counter— elite, which are represenied
LThrough LThes studenlis movemsnis or The “incipient slite".This is
doneg Through various policiss that rely sither on an  ideological
appsal  or & sharing of poliltical power, or & distribution of
gconomic  or wulilltarian rewards, or on cosvoion or & combinaltion
pf  all or some of LThess These policies do nolt comply with  Lhe
demands  of  the regional counfse— 2lite for the nalional elite
generally  fails to recogniss such  demands  or  The internal

primary socielal conditions and sxisrnal seliing.

The structure of international power and Lthe society®s place in
this structure is  the third set of wvariable put forth by
Inayvatullah., This Tthird proposifion is of sxlreme imporlance Lo
The problem of fAssam which shares international boundary with
Bangladesh , Burma, Tibel, China and Bhutan, and which has

produced greal impacl on student movemsnis in Assam.

In Assam, the assimilalionist model has proved inadequets to the

task of explaining and predicting not only the dynamics of group

Hi

relations  but  also the significance of those relations for the
structure and funclioning of the State. This has required the
need for new approaches to the study of integration , gspecially

in fAssam.

Meuman has defined integralion as a measure not of social
homogeniety bul  of the ability of a political unit to  funcltion
withoul disaffecting larger hodies of its constituents. The focus
is Lhen upons

(1Y the role wvarious internal institutions, suich  as  Lhe
Governmenl , the economy , the educaltional system and religion p



in alterating or accomodating imporianl parls of the populaltion
aried

(2 the impacl internal events and forces have upon These
processes (341,

In this context the role of the student movemenls in
vital, not merely in strengthening parochial identily in order to
survive, but also in alisnaling or accomodating different partls

of its structure Lo form an integraltive circle. Hence the various

R LI R

il

tional reports on  student indiscipline (35}, and  Tha

question on  suggestions For its remedies and chalking outl

iH]
13

programmes to divert their altenlion does nol ari in Lhe cass
of fAssam . The gquesiion lies at the naltional level ; had 1he

regional demands been accomodated in the national policies al  an

garly stage, the student community would not have to lake up

issues relalting Lo The polilio and socio — economic problems of

the state

]

Student movemsnls in Assam slrenglthens social changs in the very

isly  Thalt produced  Them. The unfavourable inltsrnal  and

u‘x
1 :

sxternal condiltions coupled wilh a repressive responss  To  The

manifestaltion of regionalism by The Qenirs

integrated

13

tudent movemenlts dinto The very political and socio- economic

shructurs af fssam. This necessitaltes  The dmportance of
uncds s Landing the JFactors underlyving the growth  of student

movemsnls  and  sxamining  the resulls of  such aclion. Bluds

nt

;"‘:

moyvemnsnt in  fAssam  has thus contributed wmuch tTowards socio-

4.5 G.MNeuman,op oil,p ¥I
S.For delails sees Universilty Granls Commission,Report on  Lhe

Problem of Student Indiscipline in  Indian Universities, New
D Lhd  UGE, 1940 2 Reporis £ Youth Welfars,Youlh
Education,National Integralion elo., Ministry of Educaltion, 7%9Lh
Reporl, ARTA-FE ML, 197E ¢ Heport on Edocaltional Burvey in fAssam
Shillong AR57 Government of  Assam.



sconomic  changs in Lhes siale and has drawn The atliention of Ths
national government in policy making on sducational, poliftical,
gronomic and social dssuss LThalt might olthsrwiss have bsen ilgnorsd
or neglected.
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