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Mental Health Policy: An Imperative
MENTAL health or its absence leads to a host of 
psychological and psychiatric disorders. Much has 
been spoken on the impact of Covid on the mental 
health of children, mainly students who were de­
prived of social contact and also of teachers who had 
to manage with online classes while managing their 
homes. Even healthcare givers had a traumatic time 
coping with stress due to work pressure. But even 
without Covid, mental health has been a challenge 
in Meghalaya. Both MIMHANS and SANKER 
are struggling with the growing number of mental 
health patients. Today mental health affects people 
across all classes, professions and genders. The 
intrusion o f technology in the form of social media 
has only heightened the emotional disequilibrium 
of the young. Suicides are on the rise because the 
youth cannot cope with the burgeoning pressures 
on the educational and professional fronts.

It is therefore heartening that the State Health 
Department has come up with a Mental Health 
Policy which will outline the priority areas and 
constituents that need greater attention. The rise in 
substance abuse in Meghalaya calls for a targeted 
intervention after understanding the underlying 
reasons. Patients needing psychiatric care are tended 
to by caregivers and counsellors that are specially 
trained to be empathetic and patient It takes a lot 
out of the caregivers and attention has to be paid to 
their mental health too. A Policy will also hopefully 
mean allocating adequate resources for this special 
area of treatment which is often subsumed under 
the general health care ambit.

In India there is a huge shortfall of psychologists 
and psychiatrists. Psychologists focus on behaviour 
and on tracking the sleeping and eating patterns of 
patients and the environmental stressors so they can 
get a grip on the kind of treatment a patient needs. 
Psychologists study the patient’s mind and emotions 
and focus primarily on thoughts, feelings andlife ex­
periences. Psychiatrists on the other hand are medi­
cal doctors who specialise in the study, diagnoses 
and treatment of mental health. After due diagnosis, 
psychiatrists prescribe medication. Because they are 
medical doctors, psychiatrists may work in tandem 
with primary care physicians or other specialists. In 
fact, patients are often referred to psychiatrists by 
their primary care provider. Psychiatrists can also 
evaluate underlying medical conditions that may 
contribute to mental illnesses. A Mental Health 
Policy will hopefully help bring convergence among 
all mental health care practitioners in the private 
and government sector and add to the repository of 
knowledge about this huge medical challenge that 
is taking a heavy toll across professions. It is said 
that workplaces with mentally healthy individuals 
are more productive. But there are also workplaces 
that are stressful and where individuals struggle 
with mental health disorders that go undiagnosed 
for a long time. Now that a Policy is in place there 
will also be space for more research that will lead 
to better interventions.

How Parts of Jaintia Hills were 
transferred to Mikir Hills in 1951

Letters to the Editor

Why the delay 
in ILP?

Editor,
The underlying cause 

of unrest in Meghalaya is 
a dread of a demographic 
imbalance. The demographic 
imbalance problem has per­
sisted for years and there 
is no end in sight. Even 
our politicians are content 
to keep this topic alive so 
they may use it as a politi­
cal tool. Since this problem 
cannot be resolved, it has 
caused numerous problems 
and fatalities. If our politi­
cal leaders are sincere about 
solving this issue, they can. 
Let's remind ourselves that 
the Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulations (BEFR), 1873 
(Inner Line Permit (ILP)) 
was implemented in 2019 
by the Union Government 
to protect the indigenous 
population of the State of 
Manipur. This serves as 
evidence that the regulation 
has the deterrent power to 
safeguard and instill a sense 
of security.

Why is the Inner Line 
Permit in Meghalaya not 
being implemented by the 
Union Government? The 
stated regulation is valid 
and provides protections 
for our state's indigenous

inhabitants. According to 
some, if the aforementioned 
regulation is put into effect, 
it will have an impact on 
the tourism industry in our 
state. However, the regula­
tion doesn't permanently bar 
people from visiting; they 
only need to apply for an 
entiy permit. In the modem 
age, the permit can be easily 
applied for with the aid of 
technology, and bonafide 
Indian citizens will easily 
obtain it because they have 
all the necessary documents. 
However, it will act as a bar­
rier to entry for those who 
are not Indian citizens and 
who have entered the coun­
try illegally.

There is a wrong percep­
tion about the regulation 
that if implemented all the 
outsiders will be wiped out 
but there is no provision in 
the regulation. It is only a 
law to regulate influx and it 
is imperative as it will not 
only protect the indigenous 
population but it will insulate 
the rapid increase of popula­
tion in our small state. If this 
chapter is closed, in my opin­
ion I think that all the unrest 
in our state will come to an 
end and we strive forward 
to achieve development and 
live in peace and harmony 
with each other.

Of all the three tribes and 
the three regions that now 
comprise the present Megha­
laya State, the Jaintias and 
their homeland the Jaintia 
Hills, have been the most 
looked down upon since the 
Independence of India. A 
large chunk of Jaintia Hills, 
the very small abode of the 
Jaintias left of their larger 
kingdom was unconstitution­
ally detached, transferred 
and mechanically tagged 
with the non-contiguous and 
truncated Mikir (now Karbi 
Anglong) Hills in April 1951 
very soon after the promul­
gation of the Constitution of 
Independent India on Janu­
ary 26,1950. Hence of all the 
three regions of Meghalaya, 
Jaintia Hills is an exceptional 
case in the history of the cur­
rent boundary dispute with 
Assam which might be the 
first and only State Which had 
violated the provisions of the 
Constitution of India soon 
after it was promulgated on 
26 January 1950 in respect 
of Part -X  (Article 244) and 
Part XII (Article 275). These 
two Parts of the Constitu­
tion along with the Fifth & 
Sixth Schedules adequately 
provide for the protection 
and fiscal assistance to The 
Scheduled and Tribal Areas 
in the country. But the then 
Assam government had po­
litically meddled with the 
tribal area set apart for the 
Jaintias against the provi­
sion of the Constitution and 
against the ethno-geography 
and geo-polity of the hill 
tribes in the north-eastern 
region hardly 15 months 
after the Indian Constitution 
came into force.

The British annexed the 
Jaintia kingdom in 1835 and 
confined the Jaintias to their 
small hilly country as their 
primitive and ancestral home 
and this was duly ratified by 
the Constituent Assembly 
.as per the Constitution of 
Independent India approved 
and signed on 26 Novem­
ber 1949 and promulgated 
on 26 January 1950. But 
the then government of As­
sam against the will of the 
people, detached a large ' 
portion of the Jaintia Hills 
comprising two Dalloiships 
(Nongphyllut & Ri Bhoi), 
one Sirdarship (Langsoh- 
Mynriang), a large part of 
Raliang Dalloiship known as 
Pangam Raliang, part of each 
of the Dalloiships of Shil- 
liangMyntang, Nangjngi and 
Nartiang, which altogether 
consist of nearly half of the 
Jaintia Hills; and as stated 
above, the detached area 
was forcibly transferred and 
mechanically tagged with the 
non-contiguous and truncat­
ed Mikir Hills to create the 
then United Mikir & North 
Cachar Hills District on April 
13,1951. Since 1951 and for 
almost 80 years the Jaintias 
have been demanding a re­
transfer of these two Blocks 
as per the pre-1951 Map of 
Jaintia Hills.

Geographically the Jain­
tia Hills & the Mikir Hills 
are in no way contiguous. 
A map of the ‘Meghalaya 
and Mikir Region’ taken 
from R.L.Singh, India -  A 
Regional Geography indi­
cated that the Jaintia Hills 
and Mikir Hills are lying 
apart from each other and 
in between, them are the 
North Cachar Hills and the 
Assam plains known as the

Yours etc., 
Kenneth Nongsiej, 

Via email

Lessons from 
ghastly murder 

of Shraddha 
Walker

Editor,
The ghastly murder of 

Shraddha Walker by her 
live-in partner raises many 
uncomfortable questions 
about relationships built 
over the virtual world. How 
this is going to play out in 
the future in our societies is 
unpredictable yet ominous. 
As usual it is the woman who 
is at the receiving end. It is 
shocking, almost unbeliev­
able that a person with whom 
one had shared everything 
under a single roof could turn 
predator and hack his female 
partner into 35 pieces and 
keep her body parts in the 
fridge for months together. 
This is how heartless and 
satanic humans in this digital 
age have become. Hope this 
frightful incident sends a 
message of alarm to millions 
of parents across the country. 
Hope it has also alerted our 
gullible adolescents who are 
tempted to look for partners 
through misleading apps on

By Prof. P.M.Passah & Dr. Omarlin Kyndiah
Kapili and Jamuna Valleys. 
Historically, linguistically 
and culturally the two tribes 
are poles apart. The Mikirs 
or Karbis are rather closer to 
the Assamese and the Tibeto- 
Burman group or Bodo as 
will be seen from historical 
records quoted below.

The boundaries of the 
habitat of the Mikirs (Karbis) 
can be found in Sir Charles 
Lyall’s notable book, The 
Mikirs published in 1904 
which gives the following 
boundaries of the Mikir Hills 
at pp.2-3. “The Mikirs in­
habit in greatest strength 
the hills called after them, 
the isolated mountainous 
block which fills the triangle 
between the Brahmaputra 
on the north, the Dhansiri 
valley on the east, and the 
Kopili and the Jamunaval- 
leys on the west and south; 
this tract is now divided 
between the Nowgong and 
Sibsagar districts.” Sir Lyall 
further explains clearly in 
detail about these boundar­
ies and adds, “It is 
in this hilly country, and in 
the plains at the base, that 
the Mikir people are found.” 
On page 5, Sir Lyall further 
adds, “They (The Mikirs) . 
. . . are, in fact, difficult to 
group with other, branches 
of the great Tibeto-Burman 
stock to which they undoubt­
edly belong.”

Besides Sir Lyall, Dr. 
A.M.Meerwarth’s book, The 
Andamanese, Nicobarese 
and Hill Tribes of Assam, 
published in 1919 and repub­
lished by Spectrum Publica­
tions, Pan BaZar, Gauhati, in 
1980 with a New Introduc­
tion by Dr. N.N. Acharyya, 
Professor of History, Gauhati 
University, also gives an al­
most identical description of 
the boundaries of the Mikir 
Hills at pp.34-35. Dr. Meer- 
warth also remarks: “It must, 
however, be said that they 
(Mikirs) have mixed very 
much with the Assamese 
and are rather like them in 
physical appearance.” Dr. 
Meerwarth also mentions 
that the Mikirs are also found 
in Khasi Hills ahdr in” the 
plains of Assam, in the (erst­
while) districts of Nowgong 
and Sibsagar. They spread to 
these areas and even across 
the Brahmaputra to Darrang 
district, in good numbers in 
search of work and employ­
ment.

The premier Newspaper 
and very popular Daily since 
pre-Independence times in 
the North East ‘The Assam 
Tribune’ in its April 11,1941 
Issue under the heading “Sad 
Lot of The Mikirs”, states. 
“They (The Mikirs) live 
mostly in the interiors, the 
slopes of the low hills and 
mountains called the Mikir 
Hills which rise pyramid-like 
between the Nowgong and 
Sibsagar districts extending 
on both.”

Raj Mohan Nath in his 
A Background of Assamese 
Culture, published in 1948, 
states on page 108 that the 
Mikirs are “A Small tribe ap­
parently of the Bodo origin..
. live in the hills between the 
plains of the Sibsagar district 
and Naga Hills.” Nath further 
states mat the whole of the 
Mikir Hills area was under 
the full control of different 
dynasties that ruled Kamrupa

the net where males/females 
are assessed in terms of their 
external oomph instead of 
the human qualities they 
possess. What is disgusting 
is that such devious portals 
are allowed to do business. 
Amidst our “silence” they 
are carrying out their im­
moral business with a ven­
geance and thus misguiding 
our youths.

These applications/sites 
might even pop up with 
obscene images as advertise­
ments on our Facebook pages 
or while checking emails or 
even visiting news websites. 
The deeper we delve the 
dirtier it gets. These portals/ 
apps, all portray women as 
commodities to be preyed 
upon. Only a few women’s 
organizations have taken 
note of these apps but with­
out a concerted effort across 
the country it is difficult to 
fight these app honchos.

Another piece of news 
carried by India Today some 
days ago says that a boy from 
Kanpur has threatened to 
cut a minor girl into pieces 
if she rejects his proposal 
for marriage. The boy was 
later arrested. Human lust 
has become a serious threat. 
If a sense of morality were 
present in the mind of Aaftab 
Poonawala, he would not

in the past “as testified by the 
innumerable archaeological 
finds of Hindu temples and 
images all over the Mikir 
Hill area from Parokhoa to 
Dighalpani on one side and 
Numaligarh to Deopani on 
the other.”

In Tribes of Assam com­
piled by S.Barkataki and 
published in 1969, in Chapter 
V on ‘The Mikirs’ supposed 
to be written by L.S.Ingty, 
I.A.S.(himself a Mikir vide 
Acknowledgment in the 
Book), it is stated at pp.50- 
53: “Their (Mikir’s) main 
habitat is the hills named 
after them . . . .  The climate 
of the hills and the contigu­
ous plains inhabited by the 
Mikirs are not salubrious. In 
fact, many of the Mikirs liv­
ing in the plains have become 
undistinguishable from the 
Assamese. They have also 
become bilingual speaking 
Assamese generally and 
Mikir at home.”

All the above findings 
have been re-affirmed by 
the scholars of the Tribal 
Research Institute, Assam 
in their publication Tribes of 
Assam Part -I  published as 
late as 1987. It quoted (vide 
pp.53-54) three writers: (1) 
Jygnoram Gogoi who states 
that the Karbis came down to 
the plains and settled in the 
hills Lumbejong lying be­
tween Dimapur and Diphu; 
(2) G.C. Medhi who says that 
the habitat of the Karbis was 
in the hilly region between 
the (erstwhile) Nagaon and 
Sibsagar districts in and 
around Kaziranga forest; 
and (3) N.N. Barua who 
opines that the area between 
Dimapur arid the Kapili river 
called Hayong was inhabited 
by the Karbis and that the 
entire Kaziranga was within, 
their habitation. Like Sir 
Lyall and others, the Book 
also states that the Karbis 
belong to the Tibeto-Burman 
group. Thus culturally and 
socially, the Karbis who 
follow a patriarchal society 
must be different from the 
Jaintias who are an Austrics- 
speaking tribe following^ the 
matrilineal custom.

Even Phillippe Ramirez 
in his very recent book, Peo­
ple of the Margins -  Across 
Ethnic Boundaries in North- 
East India, published in 2014 
by Spectrum Publications, 
Guwahati: Delhi, writes on 
page 9, “Karbi (Mikirs) is to 
be found both in the Karbi 
(Mikir) hills and in the cen­
tral Assam plains.”

But when the then district 
of United Mikir & North 
Cachar Hills was created in 
April 1951, the then govern­
ment of Assam denied the 
Mikirs the plains portion 

. contiguous to theif hills and 
in particular the Lumding’s 
north-east region where the 
Mikirs are predominantly 
concentrated. Instead of at­
taching this plains portion to 
the new district as demanded 
by the Mikirs (vide the Min­
utes of the relevant Com­
mission), the then Assam 
government had arbitrarily 
sought to transfer forcibly a 
large chunk of Jaintia Hills 
to the Mikir Hills which 
are a hundred miles apart 
from each other thereby 
violated the provisions of 
the Constitution of India for

have pulled out the dagger to 
take Shraddha’s life. Was it a 
crime for a female to implore 
upon her male partner to 
marry her after having lived 
together for over four years? 
It is understood that Shrad­
dha’s insistence on marriage 
drove Poonawala round the 
bend. The way girl’s body 
was chopped, put into a 
freezer and then thrown 
away part by part can only be 
dome by a mentally ill per­
son. If we go by the reports 
or cases being handled by 
lawyers across the country 
these days, there are endless 
cases of “sex followed by 
murder/torture” of vulner­
able females. Only a few 
incidents come to light.

Another concern is what 
are those things that have 
“misled” increasing numbers 
of young girls who easily fall 
for the wrong persons? Also, 
what are those things that 
provoke the man to commit 
such heinous crimes? Was 
the Court of law really wise 
in legalizing live-in relation­
ships in 2006? Could it not 
foresee that that “lust-driven 
relationship” without “eth­
ics”, which is so prevalent, 
might end up in acrimony 
and bloodshed as well? It 
appears that the ruling has 
only widened the credibility

the purpose of protecting the 
Scheduled & Tribal Areas 
of the respective Tribes and 
unthinkably deprived the 
Jaintias a large part of their 
traditional homeland. By this 
unconstitutional act, the then 
government of Assam has set 
one tribe against the other 
for which every subsequent 
government of Assam has to 
bear perpetual responsibility. 
This arbitrary action of the 
then government of Assam 
has been regarded as the 
first seed of misunderstand­
ing sown by it which had 
started to antagonize the 
hill tribes of Northeast India 
culminating in the passing 
of the Assam Reorganisation 
(Meghalaya) Act, 1969 (Act 
No.55 of 1969) and subse­
quently the North-Eastern 
Areas (Reorganisation) Act, 
1971 (Act No.81 Of 1971) 
by the Parliament which 
bifurcated the North-east 
region into 7(seven) states 
as it stands today.

A popular Newspaper 
‘The Shillong Times’ pub­
lished a write-up under the 
caption “Jaintia ‘Refugee’ 
- a New Problem” in its 
Issue of July 12, 1973 (re­
published 30 years later in 
its Issue of June 23, 2003), 
with a comment: “the Jain­
tia refugees who had to be 
evacuated from their homes 
in the neighbouring villages 
have found it possible to 
return to their habitats. That 
they had at all to evacuate 
is bad enough: it is worse 
that the alleged harassment 
leading to this unfortunate 
evacuation was perpetrated 
by members of one hill tribe 
upon another whatever the 
provocation in the view of 
one group and the lack of 
it in the opinion of another. 
It is known that the dispute, 
big or small, had its own 
origin.” True, its origin was 
none other than the forcible 
and unconstitutional transfer 
of a large part of Jaintia Hills 
to the truncated Mikir Hills. 
The Central government, it 
is trusted, will take note of 
this entire story and will not 
allow the Jaintias to suffer 
in their homeland. It may 
•be noted that recently even. 

‘ militant elements have been*’ 
used occasionally by the 
Assam police to intimidate 
the Jaintias and threaten to 
kidnap them while forcibly 
harvesting their crops al­
most every year. Their land 
records and documents were 
snatched away from them 
and destroyed. As a result, 
the Jaintias cannot live in 
peace and where they are in 
good numbers, open quarrels 
ensue from time to time. It 
may also be noted that of the 
five hill tribes recognized by 
the British, the Jaintias were 
the smallest in number and 
occupied the smallest area.

We however hope the Me­
ghalaya government would 
be able to convince Assam 
to honour history and to undo 
its unconstitutional act com­
mitted soon after the prom­
ulgation of the Indian Con­
stitution, and to agree to the 
re-transfer. We do accept the 
five principles as agreed by 
Assam and Meghalaya viz. 
historical facts, geographical 
continuity, administrative 
convenience, ethnicity, and 
people’s will, in deciding the 
boundary issues between the 
two states.

gap of the judiciary.
The sanctity of marriage 

should not be trivialized. 
This will quickly lead to 
social degeneration. I don’t 
think police investigations 
and fact finding alone will 
make people any saner. The 
government must list the 
main “causes” and adopt 
all corrective measures. If 
possible, the government 
should consider banning 
the immoral representation 
of females on the internet, 
which is very degrading and 
which corrupts the minds of 
people, especially younger 
children. Yes, all these con­
cerns and challenges should 
be taken up on a war footing 
for the future of our vulner­
able girls and women. Lastly, 
one wishes that no grown-up 
child leaves their parents’ 
homes to go and live with 
a heartless live-in partner 
only to face nightmares. We 
need to wake up before more 
women are killed in a similar 
manner.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali 

Shillong
A rtic le s  and le tte rs  

appearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
au thors and not tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Why we do 
not need big 

events?
By Avner Pariat

Recently the Commis­
sioner & Secretary, Tourism 
Department -  Vijay Kumar 
-  was quoted in interviews 
defending the idea that big 
events such as the Cherry 
Blossom Festival and NE 
Olympic Games must be 
supported by the Govern­
ment in order to promote and 
market Meghalaya as a tour­
ism destination to the rest of 
India. Now I do not disagree 
with him. I am from an Ad­
vertising background and 
have had a brief but fruit­
ful experience in the field 
myself. I still keep in touch 
with the industry and my old 
batchmates and colleagues. 
I see the value of this and 
I agree that we do need to 
“brand” Meghalaya better. 
This much is obvious. How­
ever, I have to moderate the 
ad-man in me because now I 
am embarking on a political 
career with a strong empha­
sis on equality and fairness. I 
cannot afford to look at these 
pronouncements nowadays 
without a degree of reserve 
and inflection.

One cannot look at such 
things in isolation of the po­
litical and economic setting. 
Sure, branding the State via 
these events might raise its 
external profile but are mega 
events like these equitable in

Matemity/Patemity leave, do 
they on-board their employ­
ees into a Superannuation/ 
Pension fund? While we are 
on the subject of employees 
what is the official stance on 
employees and their rights? 
What about creating'policy 
for employees? Who cares 
about entrepreneurs if they 
do not share the profits with 
their employees! I really 
wish I did not have to still 
state all these things. I wish 
the technocracy and bureau­
cracy stopped thinking about 
the “best person for the job,” 
and looked instead at what 
would do, “the greatest good 
for the greatest number”.

These concepts should 
need no introduction. They 
are enshrined in the tradi­
tional tribals ways of liv­
ing. Traditional Indigenous 
communities had concepts 
about egalitarianism and 
fair distribution. The Thlen 
story, for example, shows 
us the perils of hoarding 
and primitive accumulation 
by a few people/families. 
The solution back then to 
this problem was to wipe­
out the offending family 
entirely! This is, of course, 
not what we desire today 
but the problem was evident 
even back then, and now the 
solution must evolve out of

the distribution of govern­
ment funds? The politician 
in me utters a clear and 
loud NO. Remember this is 
Meghalaya; the government 
is the sole source of funds 
here as the tiny private seb- 
tor cannot or will not move 
ahead on anything proposed 
to it. So before doing some­
thing involving money, the 
government, and especially 
government functionaries, 
must introspect.

Increasingly every gov­
ernment has become enam­
oured with events and they 
have been devoting larger 
chunks of exchequer money 
into these activities. Mukul 
Sangma can try changing 
his stripes (and party) but 
he instituted and promoted 
these events much like the 
Roman emperors sponsored 
gladiatorial games as Rome 
was burning! Conrad Sang­
ma has simply followed 
in his footsteps. Instead of 
supporting - through smart 
financial interventions - the 
growth and development 
of the ailing arts and allied 
sectors, events are pushed 
as a quick and simplistic 
solution to the real issues at 
hand. They plaster over a lot 
of issues and no long-term 
solutions are arrived at. The 
news stories thus are always 
the same. Big sports events 
but horrific living quarters 
for athletes, literary fests but 
high drop-out rates, sky-high 
drone shows but also soaring 
urban poverty, the list of 
items goes on.

I was critical of Mr Vijay 
Kumar in a previous article 
wherein I raised strong ex­
ception to this ‘re-branding’ 
of the Sports and Agricul­
ture departments into YESS 
Meghalaya and FOCUS 
respectively. Packaging de­
partments into new shiny 
entities without fixing the 
rotting corruption is not go­
ing to solve anything.

Over the past few years, 
we have seen massive accu­
mulation of wealth by a few 
entrepreneurial contractors 
but do they offer any benefits 
like my own former “evil 
corporate” bosses? Do they 
pay PF, Health Insurance,

the realisation that Human 
Greed is eternal. How does 
a bureaucrat REGULATE 
these excesses? That is the 
question. In another Khasi 
story, there is the tale of 
Diengiei -  a giant world tree 
under whose shadow noth­
ing could grow -  and state 
bureaucrats are responsible 
for encouraging monopolis­
tic practices by a few players 
in various sectors who much 
like Diengiei are choking the 
others (smaller businesses) 
under them. Is this fair? 
I do not think so. Human 
Greed cannot be watered 
and tended to; it must be cut 
down like Diengiei was.

Before signing off I must 
raise one example of a suc­
cessful branding exercise by 
the Tourism Department in 
the days before big events. 
I remember once in Delhi 
in 2008 being quite happily 
surprised when I heard a Me­
ghalaya Tourism ad while 
on the Delhi metro. That 
was a brilliant stratagem. 
There you had a captive 
audience -  lakhs of people 
per day -  who were be­
ing introduced to this place 
called Meghalaya and it did 
not have to cost us crores 
either! I reckon that those 
types of interventions would 
have had a far greater impact 
on tourist inflow instead of 
events.

Finally as a politician I 
must raise an objection to 
the timing of these events as 
well. Suddenly it feels like 
every alternate day there is 
an event! Coming so close 
before elections I find this 
very suspicious and wonder 
why the other political par­
ties are not calling this out 
like they should be doing. 
Maybe it is my imagination 
but this is surely the first 
time so many events have 
come out all at once. I will 
end this article here now and 
eagerly wait for some fake 
account/profile to attack my 
criticism with a write-up 
as has been the usual tradi­
tion :) .

(Avner Medon Pariat is 
an MLA candidate from East 
Shillong constituency)
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India at G-20
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi took charge as the 
head of the G-20 on Thursday after Indonesia ended 
its year-long leadership at the recent Bali meet. 
Formed 23 years ago, this powerful grouping has 19 
nations plus the band of European Union; represent­
ing 85 per cent of the global trade, two-thirds of the 
world population and 60 per cent of the global space. 
It concentrates attention on matters of economy and 
sustainable development and steers clear of fields 
like global policing. It acts solely on a positive note 
but is constrained by lack of enforcement power. 
Decisions are taken by consensus. A large number 
of nations in the underdeveloped world are not a 
part of the group. Yet, the summits see invitation 
to as many as 13 global groups including the UN, 
African Union, Asean etc, signifying a degree of 
inclusiveness.

Notably, while taking over as president, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi spoke of how humanity is 
trapped in the ‘zero sum’ mindset of greed for long, 
with limited resources and larger requirements; 
creating the conditions for ‘confrontation and com­
petition’ to possess more resources beyond their 
immediate reach; supply of essential goods being 
‘weaponised’ and vaccines being hoarded by a few 
while billions remain vulnerable. India’s presidency, 
he promised, would work to promote a universal 
sense of oneness; with the theme, ‘One earth, one 
family, one future’. Climate Change, terrorism and 
pandemic, he stressed, are the three challenges that 
need to be handled not by confrontation but coopera­
tion. Modi says, “India’s experiences in people-cen­
tric governance and inclusivity can provide insights 
for possible global solutions.” His promise was also 
that the G20 priorities will be shaped in consulta­
tion with the Global South, whose voice often goes 
unheard. “India’s will be a presidency of healing, 
harmony and hope. Let us work together to shape a 
new paradigm — of human-centric globalization,” 
Modi stressed.

India’s urge to make a difference to the way G20 
handles global situations is well-understood. Simi­
lar high-sounding statements had come from other

tenure. Yet, the proof of the pudding is in its eating. 
What change India could bring to this large edifice, 
vis-a-vis its approaches, will be keenly watched-and 
the stock-taking will happen by the time the baton is 
passed on to another nation at an event in Udaipur, 
Rajasthan, a year hence. India rarely occupied such 
exalted positions other than in rotation for brief pe­
riods. After-the end of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM), global attention could yet again be focused 
on India. This is an opportunity for India to prove 
its leadership credentials.

Language as the 
idiom of violence

I have been thinking a lot 
about the kind of language 
that some in Khasi society 
use at particular junctures of 
our history. Sadly, we don’t 
pay attention to the etymol­
ogy of the words and phrases 
that have the potential to 
inflame passions and ignite 
emotions. When those emo­
tions play in our minds they 
tend to create hatred; We 
need to construct the ‘other’ 
because we believe our own 
people can do no wrong. We 
then pile on to the ‘other’ all 
the reasons for our economic 
failures. It is easier and con­
venient to blame the ‘other’ 
than to introspect on our own 
failures to follow the path of 
economic progress through 
sheer hard work and sacrifice 
and political sagacjty. Be­
cause of our defensiveness 
to deep dive into how these 
pejorative words and phrases 
were coined and with what 
intent they were constructed 
and when, we continue to use 
them to suit our whims.

Assigning power 
to language

Violence is almost always 
foregrounded by language. 
Someone gives an impas­
sioned speech pointing fin­
gers at someone for being the 
reason for all the wrongs in 
society and lo and behold we 
have hotheads ready to attack 
anyone that comes their way. 
This has been the modus 
operandi in Shillong. Anthro­
pologists say that violence 
is embedded in language. If 
we have followed the trends 
for violence in Shillong they 
seem to rely on and accom­
pany a certain discourse. On 
October 28, the discourse of 
a certain pressure group was 
‘unemployment.’ So where 
was the need to attack the 
non-tribals passing by? How 
does a non-tribal become the 
cause for unemployment? 
But the verbal fram ing o f 
the discourse started at the 
beginning of the procession 
and only gained momen­
tum as the rally wended its 
way through Police Bazar -  
Dhankheti until Fire Brigade 
ground.

Anthropologists also say 
that aggression is biologi­
cal while violence is social. 
Mary Louise Pratt an expert 
in linguistics says, very often 
the accompanying language

By Patricia Mukhim
gives violence its social 
meaning and social char­
acter. Normally we tend to 
believe that violence begins 
when dialogue stops. But has 
there ever been a dialogue 
between tribals and non-trib­
als in Meghalaya to sort out 
the reasons for the embedded 
hatred that one has for the 
other? While relationships 
on the surface look smooth, 
it takes a small incident to 
bring out the worst traits of 
that embedded hatred to the 
surface.

Social media is the mea­
suring rod for the language 
of violence against the other. 
A Facebooker with a locked 
profile says that it was cor­
rect to bring all festivals to 
an abrupt end since 5 people 
were killed at the border by 
the “other” (doesn’t matter 
which group). The argument 
goes...’’why should we al­
low the ‘poi-ei’ to enjoy in 
our state while our people 
are killed at the borders. 
The word poi-ei is a pejo­
rative idiom in the Khasi 
language. Literally it means 
one who has arrived out of 
ilowhere -  a migrant who 
has no resources of his own 
and is waiting to exploit 
someone else -  namely the 
Khasis. Figuratively it means 
an unwanted person. The 
Khasi-Jaintia people have a 
strong claim to his land as 
being that of our foremoth­
ers (ancestresses). That’s 
because we rely too heavily 
on our origin myths. History 
and anthropology tell us that 
Khasis are an Austro-Asiatic 
race having migrated from 
Cambodia. At some point 
therefore these hills we claim 
we have originated from 
were empty spaces until the 
Khasi-Jaintia people and 
others came to settle 'here. 
And since we were the first 
settlers we are called ‘indig­
enous.’ As has happened in 
our neighbouring, state of 
Assam, the Bodos were the 
first settlers. Later, came the 
Ahoms, Mikirs, Dimasas, 
etc. But the Bodos have 
never called them “poi-ei.” 
They have become citizens 
of Assam and their loyalty to 
the state has not been called 
to question.

In the case of the Khasi- 
Jaintia people colonisation 
also brought in Bengalis, 
Marwaris and a host of other 
settlers who have added 
value to the state and en­
riched the syncretic culture 
of Meghalaya. To term such 
permanent residents of the 
State as ‘poi-ei’ is patently 
unfair.

Khasi litterateurs and lin­
guists in Universities should 
analyse these pejorative or 
what some anthropologists 
call the “fighting words,” 
which by their very utterance 
inflict injury or tend to incite 
an immediate breach of the 
peace. These fighting words 
or words intended to hurt 
have been stoically borne 
by the non-tribal residents of 
Shillong. They fear that rais­
ing a storm might get-them 
into deeper trouble. Now 
there are some" politicians 
who cash in on this. During 
elections they go to these 
non-tribal localities and seek 
votes with the promise of 
offering them protection. 
The question is -  protection 
from whom? Who are the 
aggressors? Ironically this is 
also laced with an underlying 
threat that if the non-tribals , 
don’t vote for the politician 
then he will not be respon­
sible for their safety and 
security. It doesn’t take much 
to read between the lines and 
figure out the larger design 
of the politician. But people 
have voted them out of fear. 
They say a politician like that 
is better inside the Assembly 
than outside.
,, Racial epithets are com­
mon in every language but 
with time we try and temper 
them down because we hu­
mans have to learn to co­
exist. No state is an island 
that can survive on its! own.m 
resources. We in Meghalaya 
have seen how just a single . 
day of petrol unions calling 
off work had affected our 
supply of fuel. Thankfully, 
this was amicably resolved. 
Those petrol union workers 
too are poi-ei. But if they 
refuse to enter your state you 
are devastated.

It’s time therefore to halt 
the use of racial epithets 
which cause emotional

“scarring.” It’s aiso time for 
linguistic and legal scholars 
to have a debate around the 
status of malicious interpel­
lations and their power to 
cause harm. Linguists say 
that language is thought of 

‘from the point of view of the 
speaker. Hence it depends 
on the hearer to whom the 
words are addressed whether 
he/she allows those words 
to cause pain. Linguistic 
philosopher and poet Denise 
Riley believes that making 
language impersonal dimin­
ishes its ability to harm. But 
how does one do that and 
what intellectual or spiritual 
plane must a person reach 
to not let words harm and 
injure? That’s a tough call 
because we are all creatures 
of emotions and we have our 
self- respect and dignity no 
matter what our social and 
economic statuses.

When trying to grasp the 
ability of language to wound, 
to destroy, and to harm, Ri­
ley emphasizes the absolute 
importance of something 
that linguists have never 
figured out what to do with*; 
which is the reality of inner 
speech. Inner speech is what 
goes on inside the person’s 
head. This inner speech, 
Riley argues, is the carrier 
of linguistic injury. She states 
from long years of research 
that injurious speech echoes 
relentlessly, years after it was 
uttered in the mind of the 
one at whom it was aimed. 
If these words are repeated 
over time they can in-grow 
and embed themselves in 
the hearer until the message 
no longer feels as if it comes 
from the outside,. Those em­
bedded words are then inter? 
nalised and can cause mental 
discomfort leading to mental 
health problems.

To label even tourists that 
visit Meghalaya and spend 
their hard-earned money 

-faere as “poi-ei” is despi­
cable. The fact that tourists 
spend their earnings here has 
enabled individuals to keep 
their home fires burning. 
There are many families that 
are dependent on tourism for 
their livelihoods even while 
others provide ancillary ser­
vices. Those who use such 
degrading and fighting words 
have to be held responsible 
for the very issue of unem­
ployment. Period!

Letters to the Editors
J a inti a Hills & 

the British
Editor,
We have read a piece 

written by Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh 
on “The Mukroh Massacre 
: Counting the Cost” & Dr. 
Omarlin Kyndiah’s letter 
on “The Mukroh Shooting 
Incident”, both appearing 
on the editorial page of your 
esteemed Daily (S.T. Nov.., 
24,2022). Both writers have 
correctly narrated the histori­
cal position of Jaintia Hills 
as the oldest Subdivision 
created by the British un­
der the erstwhile composite 
province of Assam. Unfor­
tunately Pyrtuh blamed the 
British for all the mess cre­
ated by the then government 
of Assam in April 1951 after 
they had left India when the 
latter got its Independence in 
August 1947. It was in fact 
the then composite State of 
Assam which created all the 
problems including the kill­
ings of many Jaintias that 
have been witnessed since 
1951, by forcibly transfer­
ring the areas under Block-I 
and Block-II from Jaintia 
Hills to the non-contiguous 
Mikir Hills. This fact is 
correctly depicted in Dr. 
Kyndiah’s letter.

To set the historical re­
cord straight, it was the 
British who kept intact all the 
six tribes, namely, the Garos, 
Khasis, Jaintias, Kacharis, 
Nagas and Lushais, in their 
own respective hill areas 
as their ancestral homes. 
The British created four hill 
districts 'for four of them 
and two sub-divisions for 
the two comparatively small 
tribes viz., the Jaintias and 
the Kacharis i.e. the Jowai 
Subdivision and the North 
Cachar Hills Subdivision.

What the British had done 
was ratified by the Constitu­
ent Assembly which drafted 
the Constitution of the new 
Republic of India signed 
on 26 November 1949 and 
promulgated* on 26 January 
1950.

The British did not create 
any district or a sub-division 
for the Mikirs (now Karbis) 
due perhaps to the fact that 
the Mikirs were believed 
to be closer to the Assa­
mese and the Tibeto-Burman 
groups or Bodos. This was 
confirmed by Sir Charles 
Lyall (The Mikirs, 1904) and 
many others. Late L.S. Ingti, 
IAS, (himself a Mikir) in 
his chapter on “The Mikirs” 
in S. Barkatoki’s ‘Tribes 
of Assam’ (1969) at page 
53 clearly stated, “In fact, 
many of the Mikirs living 
in the plains have become 
undistinguishable from the 
Assamese. They have also 
become bilingual speaking 
Assamese generally and 
Mikir at home. The process 
of assimilation can be seen 
at work even amongst the 
hill Mikirs and the complete 
assimilation of the Mikirs is 
only a matter of time.” But 
the then government of As­
sam denied the Mikirs their 
plains areas predominantly 
occupied by them when it 
created a new district for 
them in 1951 and in lieu 
thereof it forcibly detached 
a large chunk of Jaintia Hills 
and mechanically tagged 
it with the non-contiguous 
Mikir Hills.

The British did a lot of 
things for the protection and 
education of these tribes 
through different missions. 
But it is not possible to ac­
commodate such details in 
this small letter. The British 
have nothing to do with what 
the then Assam government 
had done in 1951 against

the ratification made by the 
Constituent Assembly of 
India insofar as the Jaintia 
Hills Subdivision is con­
cerned. The then Assam 
government appears to have 
set one tribe against the 
Other tribe diagonally dif­
ferent from each other -  the 
Jaintias are following the 
matrilineal custom while 
the Mikirs (Karbis) are a 
patrilineal tribe. Linguisti­
cally and socially the two 
are poles apart. Dr. Kyndiah 
is right that the only solution 
is the re-transfer of the two 
Blocks to Jaintia Hills. It is 
for the present government 
of Assam now to decide 
whether they would like to 
see bloodshed and murder 
to continue or to restore the 
status quo ante so as to al­
low the Jaintias to live, as 
ever before, in peaceful co­
existence with other tribes. 
We still hope that Assam has 
a big heart.

Yours etc.
Prof. P.M.Passah

Via e-mail

NEIGRIHMS 
nursing exam- 
confusion worst 

confounded
Editor,
Through your newspaper,

I want to convey my utter 
frustration and I appeal to 
the authorities and NGO’s to 
examine the matter at hand. I 
am a resident of Meghalaya 
and I have applied for the 
post of Nursing Officer at 
NEIGRIHMS. The examina- , 
tion date has been delayed 
during the COVID -  19 
pandemic and has been post­
poned several times recently. 
But I do not understand 
why there are examination

centres set up all over the 
country when NEIGRIHMS 
is an Institute set up in this 
particular region. Perhaps the 
idea of having centres across 
the country is intended to 
make it easier for candidates 
from those regions. But we 
are allotted examination 
centres randomly. We have 
to go outside the State and 
even outside the North East 
to appear for the examina­
tion, which is impossible 
for many of us. This whole 
exercise serves no purpose 
as people from outside also 
have to travel all the way 
here for the examination. 
There is only one centre in 
Meghalaya, and there are 
more centres in Assam. How 
can NEIGRIHMS conduct 
the examination in such a 
haphazard and unnecessarily 
wide geographical area? This 
is very frustrating and it is 
very unfair to people of the 
state and region.

Why is the Head of Ex­
amination or the authorities 
doing this? I appeal to the 
authorities to make it more 
convenient for the candi­
dates, especially people of 
the State and region to be 
able to write their exams. 
This is very unfair and cre­
ates suspicion. I also appeal 
to the NGOs to examine 
the matter and find out the 
reason for all this confusion 
in allotting examination 
centres.

Yours etc., 
Arlangki Laloo, 

Via email

O f border 
disputes

Editor,
When a person buys a 

plot of land the first and the 
wisest thing he/she does is to

secure the boundaries. This 
will not only safeguard one's 
land but it will also prevent 
encroachment. Once the land 
is secured one is free to do 
what one wishes within that 
property.

The leaders who fought 
earnestly for a separate state 
xmust be respected for giving 
us our very own state that 
we can self-govem for the 
greater good of our people. 
With the attainment of state­
hood in 1972, the exercise 
of demarcating clear-cut 
boundaries should have been 
undertaken. Perhaps our 
leaders then were too happy 
to put up a fight to resolve the 
boundary issues. Since 1972, 
many governments have 
come and gone yet not even 
a single government w as’ 
able to resolve the border 
issues with Assam. Intrusion, 
tussle, fear, unrest and even 
loss of lives due to border 
skirmishes and the lack of 
well demarcated borders 
date back to the Block I, 
Block II, Langpih tension. 
But no matter how many 
people were killed in border 
skirmishes our governments 
remained somnolent. Each 
government that came in was 
only interested in filling their 
pockets and making the best 
of what they can. If those in 
government really cared for 
the people who elected them, 
the border dispute would 
not have been left simmer­
ing for fifty years. To settle 
border disputes requires 
consistency on the part of 
the government. Alas, thatb 
is missing!

When such horrific bor­
der disputes take place, the 
pressure groups take to the 
streets to express their angst. 
This often leads to violence 
and breach of peace. They 
are provoked by every inci­
dent and their protests turn

violent but they don’t follow 
up the matter. Nor do they 
put pressure on the govern­
ment to resolve the border 
disputes. Pressure groups as 
the name suggests must put 
pressure on the government 
to perform. Sadly, these pres­
sure groups are stirred only 
to the point of creating law 
and order problems and fear 
among the people. Nothing 
concrete’ ever comes out 
of their actions. It is never 
wrong to raise voices but it 
is certainly wrong to disrupt 
peace and tranquillity. '

From past experiences 
we have seen that such agi­
tations finally end with no 
concrete solutions. The loss 
of lives and property (pub­
lic) boils down to nothing. 
Pressure groups will be less 
pushy while the govern­
ment will also pretend that 
everything is alright. We the 
public too suffer from short 
term memory loss and will 
equally forget these issues 
until another incident hap­
pens and pushes us to the 
streets. The question is - how 
long do we need to wait to 
have secure borders?

As border settlements 
must be done at the level of 
state governments, we wait 
to see if the MDA govern­
ment will rise above all 
odds to solve the border 
issue and thereby create his­
tory by giving Meghalaya 
secure borders where border 
residents can live in peace 
with a sense of belonging 
to the place they rightly are 
citizens of?

Yours etc., 
Jenniefer Dkhar, 

Via email
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Constitution
ByAjitRanade

Indians got freedom on 
15 August 1947 and respon­
sibility on 26 January 1950. 
Freedom and responsibility 
go together and are two sides 
of the same coin. One can­
not exist without the other. 
Being free means not being 
ruled by anyone else. It 
establishes our sovereignty. 
Being responsible means set­
ting the rules on how we will 
conduct ourselves as a soci­
ety. These voluntary rules 
have to be codified from the 
beginning, and we take an 
oath that we will abide by 
these rules. The rules also 
include the rights of the 
people and their responsi­
bilities. This codification is 
the foundational document 
of our republic, whose final 
draft was formally adopted! 
by the constituent assembly 
on 26 November 1949. That 
is why we celebrate 26 No­
vember as our Constitution 
Day. In about two months, 
our. Constitution will be 73 
years old. It is one of the 
finest Constitutions in the 
world. Its formation benefit- 
ted from all other Constitu­
tions that preceded it, such 
as the ones from the United 
States and France, which 
are older democracies. The 
United Kingdom does not 
have a written Constitution.

Our Constitution is not 
merely a synthesis or a 
“copy paste” of those other 
documents that came before 
it. It^ distilled what were 
some of the best features and 
incorporated all of them into 
something which is uniquely 
Indian. The chairman of the 
drafting committee, also 
called chief architect of 
India’s constitution was Dr. 
Ambedkar, whose speech of 
26 November 1946 is worth 
reading again and again.

in the American Constitu­
tion. They can be qualified 
by the State. The most es­
sential rights are the right to 
life, freedom of expression, 
freedom of mobility and the 
right to not be discriminated 
against. Parliament of course 
has the power to amend the 
constitution, including con­
straining some rights. -This 
however is subject to judicial 
review. Parliament’s power 
to amend does not meant 
that it can alter the basic 
structure of the Constitution 
itself. This was the famous 
1973 judgment of the Su-, 
preme Court, a Verdict which 
passed with the thinnest of 
majority. Amendments (such 
as the recent one granting a 
reservation quota for eco­
nomically weaker sections 
or EWS) are possible, but 
Parliament cannot pass laws 
which go against the basic 
structure doctrine. Also, pur 
constitution gives the right 
to the Supreme Court to 
review every law passed by 
Parliament. In this respect it 
is not the Parliament which 
is supreme (as in the U.K.) 
with unlimited rights to alter 
the constitution. The consti­
tution is superior to the Par­
liament. This is an important 
feature and that is why many 
politicians call the Indian 
Constitution the Holy Book 
of our democracy.

Another important aspect 
of the constitution is the pro­
tection of minorities. There 
are abundant safeguards to 
protect minorities against the 
arbitrary use of power by the 
majority. As Dr. Ambedkar 
said, the maj ority has a duty 
toward minorities, as the lat­
ter have chosen to be under 
majority rule. One must 
remember that the ultimate 
minority is the individual.

That speech is the culmina­
tion of the drafting process, 
which took nearly two years 
and intense, free, and frank 
debates. Those debates too 
are worth reading, not just 
for scholars of-history, but 
for all who care about India’s 
sovereignty, its democracy 
and the republic.

All the debates of mod­
em times, whether they are 
about the uniform civil code, 
whether India should have a 
Hindu ethos-based Constitu­
tion, whether the discussion 
is about (he balance of power 
between the Centre and the 
States, or about how much 
protection should be given to 
minorities, or about the lim­
its to freedom of expression 
and so on, all these subjects 
have been thoroughly dis­
cussed during those debates. 
Of course, the constitution 
debates did not pronounce 
a final word on all debates 
for all times to come. Even 
then, when it was drafted, 
the Constitution did not 
represent a compromise, but 
a consensus. That consensus 
will last a long time due to 
the process that drove it. 
However, our constitution 
has not been frozen forever. 
It has been amended more 
than a hundred times in the 
past 73 years. This does not 
mean that it was flawed at 
the beginning. It means it 
is a living document, and 
has enough flexibility to ac­
commodate changing times, 
changing preferences of 
society. As Professor S. 
N. Mishra wrote recently, 
despite those many amend­
ments, the key amendments 
are only 10, roughly the 
same that the United States 
has seen in two and half 
'centuries..

What would you consider 
the most important part of 
the Constitution? It has got 
to be the fundamental rights. 
These are not God given 
nor do they come from any 
scriptures. As Dr. Ambedkar 
said, these are the gifts we 
have given to ourselves. 
But these rights are not 
absolute rights as enshrined

And individual freedoms 
and rights must be protected 
at all costs. The Constitution 
gives primacy to individual 
rights, not collective rights. 
This was a major debating 
point, whether collective 
identity like village councils 
(or khap panchayats) would 
supersede the right of the in­
dividual. Dr. Amebdkar was 
firm on this point, that even 
though village communities 
have survived for millen­
nia, one cannot romanticise 
the village republic. Indeed, 
they have led to ruination of 
India, he asserted. The Con­
stitution puts, the individual’s 
right above everything else, 
and certainly above collec­
tive rights. This is an ongo­
ing tussle. Finally, we must 
recollect the prophetic words 
of Dr. Ambedkar from that 
speech of November 26. He 
said we have a contradic­
tion, that in political life we 
have equality (one person 
ope vote) but in social and 
economic life wei have in­
equality. If we don’t address 
this, he warned that those 
who suffer from increasing 
inequality and deprivation 
will blow up the magnificent 
edifice of democracy. His 
words were spoken in 1949, 
almost twenty years before 
the first explosion of Naxal 
activity. If anything, in the 
past seventy years inequal­
ity has worsened in every 
conceivable dimension, be 
it income, wealth, gender, 
access to good quality edu­
cation and healthpare and 
now even digital inequality. 
The founding principles of 
our Constitution lay stress 
on justice, liberty, fraternity 
and equality. The latter does 
not maan perfect equality, 
but at least means reducing 
the widening inequality in 
society. We must rededicate 
ourselves to those founding 
principles as we celebrate 
one of the most glorious 
Constitutions in the world.

Dr. AjitRanade is a noted 
economist) (Syndicate: The 
Billion Press) (email: edi- 
tor@thebillionpress. org)
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Political capital at public expense
THE MDA Government with its flurry of inaugura­
tions and foundation stone-laying ceremonies has 
outdone all other governments. Perhaps they are 
acting to a carefully scripted action plan. What no 
one is asking is whether there are enough funds to 
make good the promises and to ensure that a district 
or sub-division promised somewhere is actually 
going to take shape or if it will remain just a name 
with no change whatsoever on the ground. This also 
shows that the public of Meghalaya is far from be­
ing informed about the democratic ethos that was 
implanted in this country 75 years ago. A polity that 
gets carried away by promises; that gets enamoured 
by promises of this or that without asking for the rev­
enue model on which the project has been planned 
and where the financial resources for it would come 
from. Meghalaya is a state with a begging bowl and 
a huge loan burden of at least 11,000 crores. Yet 
the lifestyles of the political icons of the state and a 
section of the senior bureaucracy hardly reflects this 
penury that the state is in. Other than the economists 
from NEHU who analyse the budget from time to 
time there is no one to break down the annual Me­
ghalaya budget for the common man. Even ordinary 
mortals know they have to have money before they 
can spend it. Meghalaya defies this basic rationale 
with the series of inaugurations.

And many of the projects and sub-divisions are 
well aimed at getting the sitting NPP MLAs/minis- 
ters and a few from the UDP re-elected. Everything 
is reduced to a political circus and yet there is no 
public discussion on these crucial matters. Election 
campaigns will be staid affairs of grandstanding by 
the candidates even as people will be brought to the 
rallies in buses and paid for the day. Such election 
jamboree have happened in the past and will con­
tinue into the future if we don’t have some candidates 
that will call the bluff in the system. In the face of all 
these events, the Election Commission appears ab­
solutely toothless. The TMC had raised an important 
issue that the NPP is yet to file its election expenses 
for the 2018 elections. Why so? Why is the Election 
Commission so lenient about this dereliction of duty 
by a political party that is now in the Government? 
The question is how much autonomy does the State 
Election Commission have when the same bureau­
crat is also serving other departments.

•These issues need to be discussed at public fo­
rums else Meghalaya will regress into the stone age 
while a few politicians and the business class will 
enrich themselves before they migrate to other more 
developed nations.

Meanwhile the roads and highways across the 
state but particularly in Khasi-Jaintia Hills are in 
their worst shape. Instead of repairing these roads 
or completing their construction, new schemes are 
announced every day. Woe betide the people of 
Meghalayan!

Gujarat’s battle for runner 
up spot: AAP Vs Cong

Gujarat elections 2022 is 
a unique contest: the win­
ner is almost certain but the 
real interest lies in who will 
be the runner-up. Until the 
dramatic and rather noisy 
entry of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) into the poll 
fray, the election was fol­
lowing a familiar pattern set 
over the last 25 years where 
the BJP would outscore the 
Congress by roughly eight 
to ten per cent vote share in 
a direct fight. Now, while the 
BJP remains in pole position, 
the political conversation 
revolves on just how far the 
AAP could go in breaking 
the BJP-Congress duopoly.

Travel into small villages 
of Saurashtra and South Gu­
jarat -  the relatively poorer 
parts o f the state -  and 
amidst a sea of saffron and 
the occasional Congress 
flag, the sudden presence of 
the jhadoo symbol is strik­
ing. While Arvifld Kejriwal 
has had a meteoric rise in 
Indian politics, his ‘Missipn 
Gujarat’ is easily his most

By Rajdeep Sardesai
ate a ‘Hindu mini-Rashtra’ 
with prime minister Modi 
lionized as a son of the soil 
Hindu God-like figure.

And yet, Gujarat is also 
a state with a large opposi­
tion space, one where the 
Congress has consistently 
hovered around the 40 per 
cent mark in vote share. 
Whereas the Congress vote 
has crumbled across north 
India and dipped even in its 
original fortress of neigh­
bouring Maharashtra, in 
Gujarat the party hasn’t seen 
a similar erosion. This, of 
course, doesn’t mean that 
the Congress hasn’t missed 
an opportunity to miss op­
portunities in Gujarat. Just 
how a party that won a record 
149 out of 182 seats in 1985 
with a massive 55 per cent 
vote share shrunk to just 33 
seats and 30 per cent vote 
share five years later in 1990 
is a tale marked by a series of 
political blunders that typify

seeking images of Goddess 
Lakshmi and Lord Ganesha 
on currency notes. The party 
has also stayed deliberately 
silent on contentious issues 
like the Bilkis Bano case for 
fear of raking up the 2002 
Gujarat riot wounds.

On the other hand , the 
AAP is attempting to allure 
a growing pool of disen­
chanted voters, especially the 
young, with a host of guar­
antees -  from unemployment 
income to free electricity -  in 
the hope that poorer sections 
of society who feel left out 
of an uneven ‘Gujarat mod­
el’ are drawn towards it.

And yet, scaling up from 
being a less than one per cent 
party whose 29 candidates in
2017 all lost their deposits, is 
a very tough task for AAP. 
The Congress, despite an 
uninspiring and faetionalised 
state leadership, still has 
a residue of goodwill and 
strong brand recall that isn’t

the Congress was led by a 
former BJP strongman in 
Shankarsinh Vaghela is only 
further proof that the party 
has never really nurtured a 
strong leadership of its own 
during the Modi era.

Which is also why the 
BJP perhaps fears a disruptor 
like Kejriwal more than it 
does a familiar rival like the 
Congress. Over the years, the 
BJP knows the Congress’s 
weak spots: stereotyping 
the Congress as a dynasti- 
cal, pro-Muslim party for 
example is a time-tested 
tactic. The AAP, by contrast, 
comes with less ideological 
baggage, hence is far more 
flexible in its responses. In 
the last phase of the Gujarat 
campaign, the BJP has cho­
sen to ignore AAP, keen not 
to give it any more mileage. 
Ironically, a decent AAP 
showing may prove a short­
term advantage to the BJP by 
dividing the opposition vote 
further but it could also trans­
form long-term equations in

I (.(.•tiers to (lie K d ifo r

Separate IAS/ 
IPS cadre for 
Meghalaya’

Editor,
Your esteemed daily had 

carried the front page good 
news on 30 November 2022 
about “MHA to examine 
Separate IAS/IPS cadre for 
Meghalaya.” It is rather too 
late for the government of In­
dia to consider this matter for 
Meghalaya while all other 
States in N.E. India besides 
Assam have been enjoying 
separate cadres much ear­
lier. Perhaps the successive 
governments of Meghalaya 
have been least interested 
in parting with the happy 
joint cadre with Assam. For 
all this while the citizens of 
Meghalaya feel that their 
State is still under Assam. A 
few weeks ago we saw in the 
news a certain Assam MLA 
personally directed Megha­
laya D.G.P. to mind his job 
when some hiccups arose 
after the FKJGP with other 
NGO leaders concluded their 
peaceful protest meeting at 
the Fire Brigade ground, 
Shillong. We understand his 
feelings of concern as we too 
feel the same. But to do such 
things over the head of the 
Chief Minister or the State 
Government is nothing but 
sheer arrogance. The M.L.A. 
had certainly taken advan­
tage of the joint cadre. On 
the other hand, it is indeed 
difficult to understand how 
the successive governments 
of Meghalaya have been 
delivering their governance

during the last 50 years under 
a joint cadre.

It is not known whether 
the three members of Parlia­
ment representing the State 
had ever raised any question 
on expediting the matter. 
If not, we hope they will 
aggressively push the case 
in the next session of Parlia­
ment. We would like to see 
the all-India officers in our 
State work independently 
of other State’s control and 
without any fear or favour.

Yours etc., 
Prof. P.M.Passah 

Jowai

Own up 
your errors 

NEIGRIHMS
Editor,
This letter is regarding 

the news report published in 
your paper "NEIGRIHMS 
relief for nursing candidates" 
(ST December 2, 2022). As 
per the Director, the candi­
dates themselves chose the 
examination centres before 
submitting their application. 
But the reality is as under.

1. Candidates did not get 
the chance to choose their 
examination centres which 
should have been as per the 
notification. NEIGRIHMS 
provided only the link to 
register but failed to provide 
the link for centre booking 
which should've have been 
from the 6th-12th Novem­
ber. Centres were allotted 
randomly without candidates 
getting the option.

2. The recruitment exam

audacious gambit. In 2014, 
he attempted to take the 
fight to Narendra Modi in 
Varanasi and spectacularly 
failed. It was a bruising de­
feat, one that eventually split 
the AAP wide Open. Eight 
years later, boosted by its 
sweep in Punjab, AAP is at 
it again, hoping to emerge 
as a magnet for those seeking 
change in Gujarat.

Gujarat is not Punjab 
where power routinely alter­
nated between the Congress 
and Akalis. This is a state 
where the BJP hasn’t tasted 
defeat -  not even in a munici­
pal election -  over the last 
twenty five years. This is the 
closest we have seen to total 
domination since the Left 
ruled Bengal for 34 years. 
This is not just the BJP’s 
original Hindutva laboratory 
but also its most successful 
experiment: a state where 
politics, religion and civil 
society have merged to cre-

is being conducted in mul­
tiple batches. So the ques­
tion of not having centres 
in Shillong is out of the 
question. There are also 
quite a number of centres 
in the State which hosted 
computer-based exams for 
ICAR, JNV and SBI recruit­
ment in which the numbers 
are up to thousands. Even 
one centre can conduct ex­
ams multiple times. Imagine 
5 or 6 of them. One- can do 
the math.

3. There's nothing wrong 
with exam centres at dif­
ferent States for the conve­
nience of candidates from 
other States but candidates 
from Meghalaya should be 
able to get a centre in the 
State or the nearest State(s)

The Controller of Exami­
nation needs to own up that 
he/she had made a mistake 
for not choosing other cen­
tres in Shillong (not just one) 
and for picking the wrong 
agency for conducting the 
recruitment. No more ex­
cuses please!

Yours etc., 
J. Kharsohnoh, 

Via email

Notorious LDA 
exams

Editor,
I sat for the DSC Ex­

amination for the post of 
LDA, District and Sessions 
Court in East Jaintia Hills, 
Khliehriat. The venue of the 
examination was at Jaintia 
Eastern College, Khliehriat. 
When I reached the prem­
ises, I was delighted to see

the Congress’s self-destruct 
proclivities.

But no political party has 
emerged since in Gujarat to 
contest the Congress’s claim 
to being opposition party 
number one. Until nowrThis 
is where the AAP’s Gujarat 
power-play is so notice­
able: not only is the party 
challenging the BJP’s writ 
over Gujarat, especially its 
neo-middle class urban fief- 
dom, it is also interrogating 
the Congress’s standing as 
the natural alternative to all 
anti-BJP forces. Then, be it 
Muslims in Surat or tribals in 
the Dangs, the AAP has con­
sciously targeted traditional 
Congress vote banks while 
also addressing concerns of 
the Hindu majority.

The strategy is risky. On 
the one hand, the AAP is 
appealing to Gujarat’s sense 
of Hindu-ness by offering a 
more benign version of the 
BJP’s saffron politics, even

that the room numbers were 
already pasted. The reason 
for such a delight is due to 
the fact that for such ex­
aminations, things are taken 
very lightly by the concerned 
authorities. For instance, 
once in Jowai, one of the 
venues for DSC Examina­
tions was in the Government 
Boys’ School. Here, pasting 
of room numbers was done 
only after the candidates had 
arrived at the said venue. So, 
since credit should be given 
where credit is due, kudos 
to the concerned authori­
ties for managing to paste 
room numbers promptly, 
for the DSC examination in 
Khliehriat.

However, the downsides 
to this single positive side 
are many. First of all, there 
was no frisking of the can­
didates on arrival. Secondly, 
roll numbers were not pasted 
on benches and hence can­
didates were at liberty to 
sit wherever they wanted. 
Besides, the absence of seat­
ing arrangements, mobile 
phones were allowed to be 
kept with the students in­
side the examination halls. 
Some phones were later 
taken away but some were 
not. For the latter, cheating 
was possible, at least in the 
room I was seated in. What 
was worst was that even 
after the invigilators have 
witnessed the candidates 
cheating, nothing was done. 
Even when the candidate’s 
phone was seen on the table, 
nothing was done. So, in a 
way, blatant cheating was al­
lowed. Later on, the shame­
less invigilators even helped

likely to fade away over­
night. In 2017, the Congress 
actually defeated the BJP in. 
rural Gujarat and only lost in 
the final analysis because of 
the BJP’s stranglehold over 
the cities and semi-urban 
centres. While AAP appears 
visible in Saurashtra and 
south Gujarat- its presence 
is more limited m the central 
and north Gujarat regions.

But by at least showing 
the intent for a fight, AAP has 
done what the Congress has 
often failed to do in Gujarat 
in recent times: look the 
BJP in the eye by taking the 
battle to the enemy camp. 
One of the weaknesses of 
the Congress in Gujarat has 
been a certain ambivalence 
in directly confronting the 
Modi-led juggernaut: since 
2017, more than 20 Congress 
MLAs have joined the BJP, 
leaving many Congress sup­
porters disillusioned. That 
for more than a decide,

the students by answering 
out loud (proudly, I might 
add) to some of the questions 
in the question paper. Who is 
responsible for such anoma­
lies to occur? Is the office 
of the District and Sessions 
Court Khliehriat aware that 
such dishonest practices are 
being allowed? Shouldn’t 
the Deputy Commissioner, 
Khliehriat look inte the mat­
ter? Alas! the future of such 
examinations looks bleak 
harbouring only frustrations 
in people no sooner admis­
sions are called again

Yours etc., 
R. Lamin, 
Khliehriat

USTM a role 
model to uplift 
education in 

the State
Editor,
The University of Science 

and Technology (USTM) 
Meghalaya which issituated 
in Ri-Bhoi District should be 
a role model for the Govern­
ment of Meghalaya and for 
higher education in the State. 
The University within a short 
period has achieved National 
Assessment and Accredita­
tion Council (NAAC) A 
grade in its first cycle which 
is an uphill task to achieve. 
The University has set a 
target to produce students 
who will crack competitive 
exams by paying them back 
the whole amount if they 
clear the National base com-

Gujarat and beyond.
Post-script: Guj aratis rel­

ish ‘filmi’ dialogues. On the 
campaign trail, as Kejriwal’s 
handpicked choice for chief 
ministership, a former news 
anchor turned neta, Isudan 
Gadhvi, roars defiantly, “Ti­
ger abhi zinda hai!”. The 
crowd cheers eftthusiastical- 
ly. Gadhvi himself is facing 
a tough fight in Kambaliya 
constituency of Saurashtra 
but his charismatic persona 
embodies a spirit of defiance 
that Gujarat has been missing 
for a while. The AAP isn’t 
anywhere close to winning 
Gujarat, it may not even 
reach double digits in seats, 
but in an otherwise dull and 
predictable election it has 
brought, as one senior Guja­
rati journalist puts it: ‘thodi 
si jaan!’ (some life).

(The writer is senior jour­
nalist and author. Mail: 

*rajdeepsardesai52@gmail. 
com)

I
petitive exams. They had 
enabled two hundred plus 
students to crack NET and 
they paid the whole amount 
of fees that the University 
charged from them.

Being a past pupil of 
USTM I had seen how the 
University functions and 
how it encourages the stu­
dents to Crack various com­
petitive exams. The Hon'ble 
Chancellor is a visionary 

, leader, arid our politicians 
should be inspired by him 
on how to uplift the educa­
tion sector in our State or 
they should seek suggestions 
from USTM on how to solve 
the ‘education problems in 
our state.

The University has begun 
the process of construction 
of the Medical College in 
our State which shows that if 
there is a will there's a way. 
However, our government 
is lacking the will to set up 
a Medical college or even 
a State University. It is a 
reminder that Meghalaya is 
now 50 years old but there is 
no State University or even a 
Medical College. But USTM 
within 10 years has shown 
the path on how to achieve 
it. I do not doubt that if our 
politicians are serious about 
uplifting the education sector 
in our State they will find 
ways to do so.

Yours etc., 
Kenneth Nongsiej, 

Via email
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appearing on this page are 
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Tamils & CAA 
DMK throws a challenge

The ruling DMK in Tamil 
Nadu has given a fresh twist 
to Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act, 2019. In an affidavit in 
Supreme Court, it has held 
that, it’s discriminatory to 
exclude Tamil refugees from 
CAA’s purview and sought 
the Act be declared null and 
void as it’s unconstitutional 
and “destroys the basic fab­
ric, of secularism.”Besides, 
itcovers only 3 countries. 
(Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh) and covers only 
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christian 
communities, leaving out 
Muslims, who had suffered 
persecution and thus is 
‘highly discriminatory and . 
manifestly arbitrary’. The 
DMK is peeved at Indian 
origin Tamils, who fled Sri 
Lanka due to persecution 
and are now in the coun­
try as refugees, being left 
out of the Act’s ambit. The 
Centre’s silence, it says 
amounts to ‘step-motherly 
behaviour.’ Being Stateless, 
they have been denied jobs 
in government services, 
private sector and right to 
property and voting, thus 
living “in constant fear of 
deportation and an uncer­
tain future.’’Elaborating that 
Tamils have faced “rampant 
persecution” due to mi- 
riority status since Lanka’s 
independence from British 
rule, the affidavit claims 
3,03,076 people arrived 
in India as refugees from 
1983 to 2010 in four phases 
and as of January 2Q10, 
4,61,631 expatriates were 
registered. Will Centre take 
the bait, given it desperately 
needs a southern outreach?

Gujarat’s Nasty 
Campaign

Curtains came down on 
the first phase of polling in 
Gujarat -on Thursday last. 
Wlyle candidates can heave 
a sigh of relief, it’s a long 
road on the campaign trail 
for warring political parties. 
The big question is will 
the BJP ‘break all records 
and win over two-thirds 
of the seats’, as claimed. 
The familiar straight fight 
between BJP and’Congress 
turned triangular withAAP’s 
entry, hoping to open its ac­
count in yet another State. 
The BJP is looking to retain 
its 27-year-long rule, as 
Congress struggles to exist 
and is counting on anti­
incumbency factor to rescue' 
it. The voter turnout for 89 
seats across 19 districts was 
over 57% with polling being 
by and large peaceful. But 
the campaign was a tu-tu- 
mein-mein. Distasteful, to 
say the least.Local issues^ 
sadly appear to be taking a 
backseat with barbs between 
BJP and Congress hitting a 
new low!

A sample o f election 
bites: at a rally, Prime Min­
ister Modi said “a competi­
tion was on among Congress, 
leaders as to who will use the 
most abusive words against 
him...these were an insult 
to .Gujarat and its people 
because he was raised by the 
people of this land.. .teach. 
them a lesson by voting for 
the lotus...” His ministers 
released videos of the PM 
being ‘insulted’. Congress 
President hit back: “Modi 
claims that Congress gives 
him two kgs of gaalis (abus­
es) every day. The fact is 
you give us four quintals of 
gaalis everyday.. .Without it, 
you are unable to digest your 
food...sometimes Modiji 
says he is poor. For how 
long you will keep saying 
this? If he remains poor even 
after serving as CM as well 
as PM for two decades, then 
imagine the plight of Dalits, 
poor people and tribals... ’ At 
the end of the poll tamasha, 
shouldn’t sympathy rest with 
the ‘poor’ voter in every 
sense of the word?

High Stake MCD Polls
Elections for the Mu­

nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
have added to the poll sea­
son. Stakes are high and 
both the AAP and BJP are 
slugging it out, though with a 
marked difference. While the 
BJP is wooing the voter with 
big guns—Union ministers 
and Chief Ministers of UP, 
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh and Ut­
tarakhand, the AAP reaches 
out to theaam admi with its 
team of ministers and coun­

cillors, as chief Kejriwal 
is busy with'Gujarat. And 
gives an interesting twist 
to BJP’s strategy saying 
the ‘lotus’ party ‘has to use 
CMs and Union ministers 
and even Modi’s image for 
MCD as they can’t fight the 
polls on the work done since 
no work has been done by 
them in the past 15 years!’ 
At the Same time, it seeks 
to take a leaf out of the BJP 
book. Elect our councillors 
as AAP is in power fn Delhi 
or have common represen­
tation at all levels -  AAP’s 
MP, AAP’s legislators and 
AAP’s councillor, is one 
key message. Sounds odd 
as Kejriwal has all along op­
posed Modi’s similar appeal 
in other States. Guess, he is 
aware of the saying: Beat 
him at his own game. 

Stricter Uttarakhand 
Uttarakhand seeks not to 

fall behind other BJP States 
when it comes to checking 
‘love jihad’ and on the other 
being ahead in providing 
reservation to women of the 
State. On Wednesday last, its 
Assembly passed the Uttara­
khand Freedom of Religion 
(Amendment) Act, 2022 -  a 
stricter version of the anti­
conversion Bill. This makes 
unlawful conversion from 
one religion to another a 
cognisable and non-bailable 
offence punishable with im­
prisonment for a term of at 
least three to a maximum of 
10 years (as against one and
7 years), the offender will 
also be liable to pay a fine of 
at least Rs 50,000 and may 
also be liable to pay a com­
pensation of up to Rs 5 lakh 
to the victim. Additionally, 
Uttarakhand Public Services 
(Horizontal Reservation 
for Women) Bill, 2022 was 
passed granting 30% hori­
zontal reservation to domi­
ciled women of in state ser­
vices. It was justified saying 
that due to heterogeneous 
geographical structure of the 
hill State, people, especially 
women living in remote ar­
eas lead a difficult life, due 
to which their standard of 
living is below the women 
of other States. Therefore, 
the State1 seeks to ensure 
social justice, equality of 
opportunity, improvement 
in living standards, gender 
equality in public planning, 
etc.’ Call it enlarging the 
Hindu vote bank.
Goa Fest &Kashmir Files 

Goa scripted an unex­
pected ‘blockbuster’ at the 
end of IFFI. Israeli director 
and chairperson of the jury 
Nadav Lapid was script 
writer. At the closing cer­
emony on Monday last he 
■said “...We were, all of us, 
disturbed and shocked by 
the 15th film, ‘The Kashmir 
Files’. That felt to us likea 
propaganda, vulgar movie, 
inappropriate for an artistic 
competitive section of such 
a prestigious film festival.” 
He had stirred the hornet’s 
nest. Sudipto Sen, a jury 
member tweeted it was ‘his' 
personal opinion’; I&B Min­
ister Thakur retweeted it; 
Director Agnihotri tweeted 
“Truth is most dangerous 
thing. It can make people 
lie.”; Actor Anupam Kher 
said Lapid “himself is vulgar 
and an opportunist who used 
this platform to put fbrth his 
‘propaganda’ or whatever he 
believes in.”; in an open let­
ter Israeli Ambassador Naor- 
Gilon said “You have abused 
in the worst way the Indian 
invitation to chair the panel 
of judges as well as trust, re­
spect, and warm hospitality 
they have bestowed on you.” 
Initially, Lapid withstood the 
backlash saying: “Making 
bad films is not a crime, but 
this is; a very crude, ma­
nipulative and violent pro­
paganda film...we learned 
the film was pushed into the 
competition due to political 
pressure...” But days later 
said: “I didn't want to insult 
anyone. My aim was never 
to insult the people or their 
relatives, who have suffered.
I totally apologise if that’s 
the way they interpreted it”. 
However, it wasn’t The End 
for he added: “But at the 
same time, whatever I said 
and I said clearly that for 
me and my fellow jury mem­
bers, it was and is a vulgar 
propaganda movie...I can 
repeat it again and again.” 
Bizarre climax alright, and 
perhaps there will be a Part 
Two? —INFA
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How  China’s response to zero-COVlD 
protests m ay affect global business
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The re c e n t p ro te s ts  in  C h ina ag a in s t the 
c o u n try ’s zero-C O V ID  p o licy  have been 
unprecedented in their scale, intensity and 

distribution. Protestors num bering in the thousands 
were reported in dozens o f cities. Not since 1989’s 
T iananm en Square p ro tests  has there been such 
w idespread civ il disobedience. -

The protests do not signify the imminent collapse 
o f the C hinese'C om m unist Party regim e, but they 
are a big challenge to the authority o f the p arty ’s 
g en e ra l sec re ta ry  Xi J inp ing , the p resid en t o f  
China. They also have far-reaching implications for 
C h ina’s dom estic economy and society, as well as 
for in ternational firm s and the global economy. - 

In ternational reaction to the protests was a mix 
o f awe at the scale and fear about the.consequences. 
But there was also hope that COVID controls might 
be loosened further, reopening China and unblock­
ing recent global supply chain bottlenecks.

W orld s to ck  m ark e ts  d ived  in itia lly  on the 
M onday follow ing the firs t weekend o f protests 
on Novem ber 26 and 27. By Tuesday, a massive 
police presence at protest sites and early arrests 
o f  protestors l?d to  a m arket rebound as foreign 
investors poured back into Chinese m arkets.

Investors now appear to have discounted further 
protests and are reportedly optim istic that Beijing 
w ill be forced to change course and open up the 
economy again. There have already been signs o f a 
loosening o f controls, with vice-prem ier Sun Chu- 
nalan quoted as saying the current virus iteration

is less virulent. However, enthusiastic investors 
risk ignoring the long-term  challenges o f C hina’s 
current po litica l culture, dom estic economy and 
outlook for international business.

SH IFTIN G  CHINESE PO LICY
At the heart of contemporary political culture 

in China is regim e survival. Xi wants China to 
be rich  and pow erfu l, but believes contro lling  
domestic politics and addressing geopolitical chal­
lenges m atters most. The economy comes second 
to security, a view Xi has expressed many times 
and re iterated  at the Party Congress in October. 
International investors need to realise this because 
C hina’s domestic economy and politics affect in­
ternational firms involved with the country, as well 
as global markets.

So i t ’s im portant for, investors and businesses 
to note that China is not prepared for a surge in 
COVID infections. Only two-thirds o f the over-60s 
have had a third booster vaccination, although the 
government wants to increase this. But opening the 
economy again could bring a massive increase in 
deaths because o f C hina’s fragile health system, 
insufficient ICU beds and low natural immunity.

Any economic growth from the lifting of COVID 
controls is also,likely to be short-lived for China. 
The domestic economy is floundering. Growth has 
been anaemic since 2020, after discounting initial 
bounces from periodic loosening. GDP grew just 
3% for the first three quarters of 2022 and will miss

the governm ent’s target of 5.5%.
House prices and investment have also been on a 

slide. Apartment prices have been flat or negative 
for most o f the'70 largest cities in China since 2020
-  both for new builds and resales. Investment in 
residential floor space is down 38.5% for the year 
to October. Property sector woes have squeezed the 
revenues of local government, which bears the costs 
of B eijing’s dictates to control virus outbreaks.

M eanwhile, for the first ten months of 2022, 
consumer retail sales were down 0.5% and sales 
of food services were down 8.1% -  although that 
is better than the 23% year-on-year fall during the 
spring 2020 lockdowns in Shanghai, Sichuan and 
Guangdong. And the Purchasing M anagers’ Index 
(which gives an idea of how positive the manufac­
turing and services industries are feeling) declined 
in October to 49.2 and has been below 50 for six 
of the first' ten months this year. Any number less 
than 50 indicates the economy is contracting. -

CHINA’S GLOBAL ROLE
Internationally , C hina’s role as the motor of 

the global economy could diminish. The continu­
ing slowing o f the Chinese economy -  whether 
COVID controls are lifted or not -  and B eijing’s 
prioritising of security over the economy will push 
international firms to act.

While many firms have already relocated, others 
have stayed -  such as Apple, which gets much of 
its new iPhone Pro stock from the large Foxconn-

owned plant in Zhengzhou. This plant was the scene 
o f  battles between police and workers in November 

^protesting COVID controls and lack of benefits. 
Apple’s share price has held up remarkably well 
this year, as have those of major carmakers, but 
all are heavily dependent on China as a market and 
manufacturing base. ‘

For some politicians in the west* one solution 
is to accelerate decoupling from China. But doing 
so is neither feasible nor desirable despite their 
justified security Concerns. Science and technology 
innovation is international in scope and depends on 
openness and exchange to a certain extent. It will 
be difficult to freeze China out if  western firms 
want to share in Chinese growth and developments
in these areas. . ..........

Recent US efforts to restrict the sale of semi­
conductors have come about only because o f a be­
lated realisation of how aggressive China has been 
acquiring technology since the 2000s. Too many 
people in the west were not reading X i’s speeches 
in the early 2010s, only waking up around 2016 
after Beijing had laid bare its strategy in the Made 
in China 2025 plan.

The pursuit of profits in China’s very-large do­
mestic market has led international firms to neglect 
the politics of the China marketplace. I t ’s time to 
realise that the business of government in China 
ultim ately rests on ensuring business serves the 
interest o f the party-state and its goals.

(The Conversation)

Why you could have 'face-ism'?
It is an extreme tendency to judge people based on their facial features

Y ou’ve finally  got 
an in terv iew  for 
your dream, job . 
Dozens o f applications, 

dozens o f  re jection le t­
te rs  -  bu t now  y o u ’ve 
got a shot at the job  you 
really wanted. In you go. 
Maybe you shake hands 
with the person who will 
decide your future, pour 
a glass o f water to steady 
your nerves.

But w hat you d o n ’t 
know is that none o f this 
matters. The second your 
interview er set eyes on 
you, they  dec ided  you 
looked so incom peten t 
and un trustw orthy  that 
you would never get this 
jo b . B ecause u n fo r tu ­
nately, they are one of 
a subset o f people who 
new research shows have 
a disposition to judge ex­
trem e personality  traits 
from ju s t a quick view 
of a person’s face.

But this can also, un­
fortunately, lead to ste­
reotyping— for example, 
thinking that people with 
a p a r t ic u la r  p h y s ic a l  
ch a rac te ris tic  m ust all 
be untrustworthy.

H arsh  judgm en ts
Recent work from re ­

searchers in Japan sug­
g es ts  so m eth in g  m ore 
w orrying; that some of 
us have a d is p o s it io n  
to draw drastic conclu­
sions about the traits and 
p e rso n a litie s  o f o thers 
based so le ly  on fac ia l

appearance.
In a series of online 

studies w ith more than 
300 p a r t ic ip a n ts ,  A t- 
sunobu Suzuki and col­
leagues found what they 
ca ll “ fa c e -b a se d  tra i t  
i n f e r e n c e s ” (F B T Is ) . 
Basically, subjects made 
a series o f personality  
judgm ents having taken 
a brief look at someone’s 
fa ce . W hile  ev e ry o n e  
m akes FB TIs to some 
degree, they found that 
some people only make 
extreme judgm ents. This 
held even when the age, 
sex and ethnicity of par­
ticipants were controlled 
for.

Imagine seeing a cer­
ta in  type o f face, p e r­
haps with hard eyes and

masculine features, and 
immediately getting the 
im pression  the person  
is ex tre m e ly  u n t ru s t ­
worthy. Or that someone 
with more feminine fea­
tures and larger eyes is 
incompetent. As Suzuki 
and colleagues say, this 
is problem atic indeed.

Face up to the problem
We already know un­

conscious bias is rife in 
decision-m aking  about 
new hires. A 2018 study 
sent separate  versions 
of almost identical CVs 
to apply for 50 different 
jo b s . The only d iffe r­
ence was the name on the 
CV: Adam Smith on one 
and R avindra Thalw al 
on the other. R avindra

received  about h a lf  of 
the responses compared 
with his more tradition­
a lly  B ritish  sound ing  
doppelganger.

One o f  the le ad in g  
figures in first im pres­
sion research , A lexan­
der T odorov , te l ls  us 
these snap judgments are 
predictable but usually 
inaccurate. And we also 
know that first im pres­
sions are usually  hard 
to shake. So this could 
mean the wrong people 
a re  f r e q u e n tly  b e in g  
hired for jobs.

The thing with uncon­
scious bias is you don’t 
realise  yo u ’re doing it 
m ost o f the tim e. I t ’s 
one o f the reasons some 
companies insist on un­

conscious bias training 
(although some people 
still refuse to do it). Un­
conscious bias training 
is not some fix-all rem ­
edy for discrim ination, 
but even short interven­
tions have been shown 
to change p eo p le ’s a t­
titudes.

You can design  u n ­
conscious bias training 
for prejuduices against 
other physical charac­
te ris tic s  such as race, 
gender and weight. But 
face-ism  seems to be a 
stereotype that crosses 
ethnicities, the sexes and 
physical appearance.

One solution could be 
to m ake people aware 
that they exhibit extreme 
FBTIs by taking a test 
similar to the Suzuki ex­
perim ent. Research has 
shown that being made 
aware of your biases can 
lead to a change of mind­
set in the short term, but 
people need extra inter­
ventions periodically to 
make any real behaviour 
change last.

M aybe ju s t  m aking 
someone aware that they 
make extreme personal­
ity judgm ents based on 
facial appearance will 
be enough to pull the un­
conscious bias into the 
consc ious. W e’re ce r­
tainly going to have to 
try; otherwise you might 
yourself be a victim  of 
face-ism in the future.

(The Conversation)

A look at the Green

D iets can be taken up for a variety 
o f reasons, including weight 
loss, w eight gain, horm onal 
balancing, bodybuilding* and so on... 

but the final goal should be to main­
tain a balanced diet fo r optimal health 
and nutrition. Living in a world full of 
information and innovation, there is 
much to discover, so we explored the 
trending Green Mediterranean Diet, and 
compare it to other popular diets such 
as Keto, Vegan, and Atkins to see how 
it measures up.

Let's bite in to it and see what the 
buzz is about.

G reen M ed iterran ean  diet: Cur­
rently in vogue and the most "healthy 
diet" popular across the globe nowadays 
is the Mediterranean diet. This allows 
for the consum pti6n o f nuts, olive 
oil, whole grains, vegetables, fruits, 
legumes, and fish. It also permits the 
consum ption of dark chocolate and 
red wine.

But according to recent research, a 
Mediterranean diet with a "Green" twist 
could potentially be more effective.

The Green Mediterranean diet is a 
variant of the Mediterranean diet and is 
inspired by the eating habits of people 
in Greece and Italy. Simply put, if you 
choose a green M editerranean diet, 
you must eliminate red and processed 
meats and eat a lot more leafy green 
vegetables.

A tk ins D iet: The A tkins diet is 
named after cardiologist Dr. Robert C. 
Atkins, it is a popular low-carbohydrate 
eating plan developed in the 1960s. 
The key to this Atkin's diet plan is to 
avoid food with high carbs, eat as much 
protein and still lose weight.

While the green MED diet advises 
against red meat, the Atkins diet al­
lows meat consumption, with the rest 
of the rules remaining the same on

eating habits.
Vegan Diet: The hospitality business 

has woken up to the growing popular­
ity of the vegan lifestyle. Many people 
have adopted it as a result of mounting 
climate change and animal rights con­
cerns. Vegan diets require less cropland 
than meat-based diets do, but aside 
from all the other resources that have an 
impact on the environment, the vegan 
lifestyle is also advantageous in terms 
of health benefits.

Vegans consume only plant-based 
foods, such as plant-based meat, fruits, 
greens, nuts, etc. The vegan diets major 
objectives is to promote weight loss and 
reduce cholesterol levels in order to 
reduce the risk of heart disease.

Ketogenic Diet: Dr. Russell Morse 
Wilder of the Mayo Clinic discovered 
the Ketogenic diet, also referred to as 
the, "Keto diet." He also created the 
phrase "ketogenic diet" to describe 
a diet that encourages you to eat an 
excessive amount of fat and little to 
no carbohydrates, resulted in a high 
quantity of ketone bodies in the blood 
(ketonemia).

The ketogenic diet was first made 
available as an epileptic treatment in 
the 1920s. The diet program first had 
considerable popularity, but as antiepi­
leptic drug therapy advanced, its use 
drastically decreased.

Today, people are using the Keto 
diet to burn fat while fasting and eating 
any high-fat foods they like, including 
red meat, fatty fish, nuts, cheese, and 
butter.

W hile there is much discussion 
among health-conscious individuals 
about the various diets that are adver­
tised in the marketplace, it is important 
to first speak with your doctor and get 
guidance on the best diet you should 
follow. (IANSlife)
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Beyond
By DC P a th ak

S cience is always in search o f an equation for 
confirm ing a proposition  while Philosophy 
rises above the details and reaches an em piri­
cal deduction through im agination.

Theories o f universe combine science and phi­
losophy- the latter inevitably bringing in the idea 
of God to fill in the unexplained blanks in the man's 
understanding of universe.

Philosophy sensed that time and space had no 
beginning or end’- which was an attribute o f God. 
Science is struggling with this interpretation but it 
has already moved to explore space and its lifespan 
which is a function of time.

It has not put a seal on any aspects o f universe 
beyond the stipulation of scientists that space was 
still expanding. They have furnished 'in fin ity ' as a 
part o f equation on the advance of both space and 
time. Infinity  can also be envisaged as the answer 
to what separates 'beginning' from the 'end'.

Seen from the presumed 'end', the point of'o rig in ' 
would also be away by infinity. Infinity is science's 
way o f conceptually m easuring 'infin iteness'.

Both space and^time are on a course. The question 
is whether this course was irreversible. However, if 
som ething has no beginning nor an end then theo­
re tically  these two term inals have to merge to make 
the process reversible. Infinity  i$ a step towards 
exam ining universe from this angle.

Infinity  has received acceptance and recognition 
as an equation o f science but has not yet offered 
an exp lanation  o f rev ers ib ility  o f an expanding 
universe or a re traction  in ihe movement o f time. 
The 'uncertain ty ' principle is another invention of 
science w hich acknowledges that in a non-static 
un iverse  no p o sition ing  o f any elem ent th e reo f 
could be defined with certainty.

Now, i f  space h is  to be expanding in all pos­
sible d irections and time also must free itse lf  o f a 
linear conceptualisation then science would have to 
explore how their beginning and end must merge. 
This m erger would have the effect o f accom m odat­
ing both 'in fin ity ' and ;uncertainty ' and making the 
cosm os a constant. .

In a sense, the entirety  o f time and space was 
equated by philosophy w ith an om nipresent God. 
W hat Science could, look at is a theory that would 
em brace space and tim e in a 'constan t' by using 
'in fin ity ' and ;uncertainty ' as factors in the equa­
tion  for proof.

M eanw hile, theories like the 'evolution ' o f spe­
cies, 're la tiv ity ' and 'action evoking equal but op­
posite  reaction ', are all dealing w ith parts o f the 
'w hole' that universe was. A fundamental discovery 
is that m atter was indestructible - it can only change 
into energy - and the fact that 'stab ility ' was rooted 
in high velocity  circulatory 'm ovement' as was the 
case w ith an atom on the inside.

'R elativity ' does not demolish the theory of the 
absolute as it can exist w ithin the cosm ological 
constant. Equality o f 'ac tio n ' and 'reaction' is ap a rt 
of the interplay of 'stability ' and 'motion'. Even the 
established interdependence of flora and fauna is a 
fact which is essentially a detail about how life as 
a p'roduct of 'evolution ', was managed.

Science has found answers to many subsidiary 
queries that arise in a discussion on universe. Hindu 
Philosophy used the adjective 'Anant' or 'w ithout 
an end', for the universe - which is also applied to 
God. Science has to establish that seamless transi­
tion was possible between a 'beginning' and the 'end' 
in relation to space and time to get the universe to 
m easure up to this description.

The challenge for science is that if  it worked on 
a 'part' o f the undefined 'whole' then the experi-, 
ment would find it in trinsically  difficult to totally 
explain the latter and reach definitive terms for 
that purpose.

This lim ita tio n  o f  science can be overcom e 
through imagination - Einstein, perhaps the greatest 
scientist o f  all tim es, famously said that "imagina­
tion is more im portant than knowledge".

In the case o f universe, science has to prove that 
'end was equal to beginning'. What is that journey 
that ends where it began from? It perhaps means 
that m otion was an illusion and that what was seen 
or felt as a moment of the journey was a point that 
never in fact moves.

'R elativ ity ' explained this at least partly. The 
thought that what you see is not the reality, is close 
to the Hindu spirituality 's Maya - an illusion or a

dream - believed to be a manifestation of God.
Could a dream be examined by a person who had 

woken up to sense what part of the dream envisaged 
reality. The message was that examination of uni­
verse should help to focus on 'how it got created'.

Time and space are not measurable as they are 
everlasting and free from a beginning or an end 
and hum an endeavour to examine the universe 
from within is inherently handicapped but Science 
has managed to get a part answer in 'infinity ' and 
'uncertainty ' which it has to-use to construct the 
new equation that would link the point's of 'origin' 
and 'term ination'.

The rem arkable Hindu thought o f P ralaya or 
deluge not only defined an end of the universe but 
also saw in it its beginning. Again, the proven phe­
nomenon o f 'black hole' marks the interconversion' 
of the rseen' and the 'unseen'. Scientifically speak­
ing since ail atom had no length or breadth, any 
amount o f m atter can theoretically be condensed 
in to 'no th ingness'.

Scientists have thus reached quite a few answers 
to the puzzles o f the universe and1 reduced the dis­
tance between the 'thought' and the 'reality '. The. 
key lies in arriving at the interpretation o f space 
and time that establishes their continuum. * 

Leading scientists of our times have struck a note 
of confidence and hope that the status of universe 
will be defined in scientific terms soon enough- 
once an understanding of its origin in timelessness 
was reached. ■ ■ ,

Meanwhile, the power o f meditative insight into 
the cosmos revealed by the ancient sages o f India,

deserves a fresh acknowledgement and appreciation 
by the realm o f science. The observation that 'Rome 
Rome mein Brahmmand hai' - there is an entire solar 
world in every particle of the body - was’startlingly 
proven by the structure of the atom.

Similarly, the claim that someone could become 
invisible or 'antardhyan', seemingly is on all-fours 
with the discovery of science that 'matter' cannot 
be destroyed - it could only disappear by changing, 
into 'energy'.

Also, the view that human body sym bolising 
'life ' was a product of the five elements of nature
- fire, water, earth, air and space - saw the assimi­
lative link befween cosmos' and the manifestation 
o f life.

In short, what the sage philosophers essentially 
realised was that universe was without a beginning 
or an end and that whatever was 'visible' was part 
o f the invisible 'whole'. .

Science is to get this m eta-physical equation 
right notwithstanding the limitations of a human 
mind. Philosophy could be helping science to draw 
closer to a solution by stipulating that cosmological 
constant symbolised the 'singularity' of God - the 
latter representing the 'unseen' whole behind the 
'visible', universe;

Universe will remain, in human thought# insepa­
rable from God even after science confirms that 
universe was a continuum. Science and philosophy 
would be describing the same wholeness o'f universe 
by different names.

(The writer is a fo rm er Director o f  In telligence  
Bureau. The view siexpressed are personal) s «

‘Star - Gazing’
By Pt Ajai Bhambi Sunday, DECEMBER 4,2022

Moon trine Mercury on your solar return chart. It will give mixed results to you. 
Take all investment related decisions wisely. There will bte a pleasant event or 
incidence taking place in your life. You will get close to someone special and 
plan to marry hirtVher. YouVrill obey the orders of your boss and will make good 
progress in your job. Your financial side will be strong. You will overcome 
tensions and confusion that you have with regard to your future. You will win 
battle in court cases. You will also take some important and solid decisions in 
your business. Your progress will be fast you will extend your helping hand for 
someone. You will leam new skills in your work. You will be aware of your 
potentials and chances for growth. Marriage of a family member will get fixed. 
You will plan to settle abroad permanently.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

Some good news will cheer you up. You will feel delighted at 
pleasant turn of events. You will witness positive changes in 
your life. Your earnings too will rise. You will work with lot of 

U i  passion and will get great results. Your bosses will take care of
your needs. You will curtail your expenses and will-keep your 
budget under control. You will share wonderful bonding with 
your mate. There will be happy atmosphere at home. You will 
be in a position to take right decisions. Students will perform 
well in their exams and will study hard. You will also be trying 
to improve your business situation.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)
This will be a favorable week for you. You will have a positive 
change of luck. Students will work hard and will get the results 
accordingly. Students will get admission in institutes of their 
liking and choice. You will have ample job opportunities to rise 
in your profession. You will have support of your bosses and 
colleagues. Your health will remain perfect. Your life partner 
will Temain your biggest strength in your life. You will also plan 
to go on an outside trip. You will get full profits of your efforts in 
business. There will be sweetness in love affairs. You will also 
explore new avenues for growth in business.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)
It will be a wonderful week for you. Tfie time will be money 
gaining. You will be veiy cheerful. Students will get the results 
according to their expectations. You will be hopeful about 

•S _  your bright future, You will have plans to travel in your mind. 
l E S r  There will be lovely relation between couples. You will share 

wonderful bonding. You will come up to the expectation of 
your bosses. You will remain committed in your work. You will 
have victory days for official work. You will also sign new 
business deals. Your income will grow. You will be able to 
solve your problems swiftly.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
You will have money expenditure on luxury and comforts. But 
it will not bother you much as you desire to make your life 
smooth. Your government related matters will get resolved. 
You will take right decisions in your business with the support 
of your associates. Also don’t make your personal views domi­
nate your works. You know the art ot right balancing and 
walking on the tight rope. Because of your gentle nature 
someone may try to take advantage of it but won't get success. 
Time is good to start new projects. Your life partner will remain 
happy with you.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)
Whatever work you plan will get finished in style. You will have 
profits and victory in your business/job. Money will never be a 
big problem. Your partner will also support you a lot. You will 
give your best contributions in your job and it will show. You will 
have the support, of your friends and well wishers. Drive your 
vehicle carefully. Students will perform their job well. Married 

^  couples will have a loving relationship. You will search for
additional sources of income. Lovebirds will have a great time 
in company of each other. You will concentrate on your busi- 
ness. You will be full of self confiTime will improve. You will have 
opportunities to rise in your business. There are chances that 
you will get the job that you have wished for. You will be busy 
in your work. The time will be energetic and increase your fame 
and success. Your success will make people envy you but that 
is not your headache. You will earn more as you put a lot of 
labor You will be blessed by teachers and parents. You will 
keep'yourself fit by doing yoga and exercise. Lovebirds will 
have a great time.

Virgo. (August 0f unexpected profits. You will have to work
hard and extensively to get success in business. You will also 

l l V  get a big job offer. There is possibility for growth in your job.
You will enjoy your time with your friends. You will also plan to 
go out of station with your family. You will also get yourself

&

prepared for the coming challenges. There are possibilities to 
get the new projects suddenly. You will be happy and success­
ful in your efforts to make your life smooth. Your relatives/ 
friends will look towards you. The works done with self confi­
dence will show the successful results. You will spend your 
time With your partner/spouse.

Libra: (September 23- October 23)
The start of the week will be fabulous. A sudden good news 

.from somewhere will cheer you up. There are chances of 
sudden money profits in your business. You will also come out 
of a tight situation at your workplace. Your benefits will be 
manifold. You will also take care of your property related 
issues. No work will be left unfinished. You can be transferred 
in your job. Your partner will remain close to you. Do not trust 
anyone in financial matters,.The time will -be knowledge gain­
ing. You will get success in love affairs. You will plan to get! 
married. You will extend your circle of interest. Foes will be­
come your friends. You will get support of your family and 
friends. Financial conditions will be normal. You will get full 
credit for your work. Your elders will bless you.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
The time will be totally suitable. You will win the trust of your 
own people. There will be long travel possibilities. Students 
will concentrate- on their studies. Your business will prosper 

U u  and .flourish. Your dreams will come true to your hard work. 
^ 1 ^  Your time will be good. Your health will remain perfect. You will 

be full of energy and enthusiasm. You will be emotionally 
strong. You will also do your work with full enthusiasm. Officers 
will help you. You will earn lot of money. You will give special 
importance to family and friends. You will remain balanced and 
grounded. Sudden expenses may upset you but you will take 
care. Moon will be peace gaining'. Yjdu will gain mental strength 
and self confidence.

Sagittarius:( November 23 - December 23)
You will witness peace and bliss in your life. Students will be 
little tensed but there is no need of it as their preparation is 
good and they will do well. Your hard work will pay you good 
results. You will be fully alert about your career and future. You 
will also have the support of your life partner and friends. .You 
will improve your home scenario. Time will be profitable. Your 
work will progress at a fast speed. You will finish your struck 
works. There will be some interview coming up and you will 
prepare in advance. There will be success in government 
works. Time is suitable for lovers. Marriage could get finalized. 
You will purchase new items for house.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)
You will be in a relaxed mood. You will also pay attention to 
yourself. Your family will support you. You will have a smooth 

^  life and will be happy with the way things are turning out for 
you. You will have lot of self confidence. Time will be suitable, 

J | H |  You will have financial stability. Your work will get done at a fast 
M  ”  speed. You will have respect and prosperity. You will be 

successful in business and job. You will do well in your job. 
There will be a feeling of stability in work. You will get material 
benefits. You will have a new member in your family and will 
have happiness from family ties.

Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)
You will remain happy and in a relaxed mood this week. You 
will plan to go out of station with your family to enjoy your 
holidays. After a long time you will pay attention to yourself. 

% Your family will support you. There will not be any additional
work pressure. You will desire peace and solitude. You will 
have lot of self belief and confidence in your own abilities. You 

™ will have property gains. Legal matters will, get resolved. You
will wish to live your life in a grand way. You will be emotional 
meeting an old friend of yours. Do not indulge in over thinking. 
You will be meeting some inspiring person who will inspire you 
a lot. All the dispute and differences will be over. You will be full 
of energy and enthusiasm. Accept everything as God's gift.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
Your travels will be pleasant. You will meet lot of persons and 
exchange your views with them. You will enjoy fruitful discus­
sions. You will get lot of love and respect from all. You will 
receive a good news. You will have a strong will power for 
work. You will enlighten people with your wisdom. You will 
have faith in your own abilities. You will have a relaxing 
weekend with your family. You will plan to go out for movie, 
picnic or visit a restaurant. You will perform your tasks well. 
Your image will be shinning in your family. You will focus on 
your work.

J ourney back in time and ex­
perience the refugee spirit as 
Priya Hajela's Ladies' Tailor 
(H a rp e rC o llin s) cap tu res you 

with all its romance, adventure 
and one mans iron w ill to not 
ju st survive, but thrive with new 
beginnings.

This is a story that captures a 
setting and a group of characters 
th a t re p re se n t’ the im m igran t 
sp ir it , the re fu g ee  sp irit, the 
spirit o f never giving up on what 
you want and a spirit of adventure 
and entrepreneurship that to this 
day is the driving force in Delhi 
and Punjab.

L adies’ Tailor is a book about 
GurdeV and his cohort, a group of 
refugees who travelled east from 
Pakistan after Partition.

It is a story of falling apart 
and coming together. It is also 
a story of that which was torn

asunder and w ill never be one 
again — a marriage, a country, a 
friendship,

The story will take you back in 
time and catch you by the scruff 
till your uncertain feet hang off 

'th e  floor. It will also bring you 
back to the normalcy of fit and 
fashion, and of fabric and style.

It will let you settle in and get 
com fortab le  w ith  G urdev  and 
N oor's rom ance and then take 
you on a speedy adventure in 
fast American cars behind enemy 
lines.

' "It's not what sets us apart but 
what brings us together that's im­
portant. How we resist the forces 
that are intent on separating us is 
what defines us. How we recover 
from past transgressions is What 
carries us forward. Ladies' Tailor 
takes a resolute look at stumbling 
and making amends, at holding

close and letting go and at turn­
ing back in order to move on," 
says Hajela.

This is a gripping and deeply 
m oving sto ry  about rev iv in g  
humanity in inhuman times and 
it keeps you floating in the emo­
tions.

Priya Hajela is a fiction w rit­
er who lives in Pune and Goa 
with her husband and two dogs. 
Her son is a journalist and her 
daughter is in college in the US. 
She graduated with an MFA in 
creative w riting from Goddard 
College in Vermont in 2017 after 
a 22-year career in the corporate 
world.

She has written and published 
several short stories — An Affair, 
The Tattoo Artist and Daughters' 
Revenge. She also writes regular 
lifestyle features for The Daily 
Guardian, Delhi. (IANS)



“Time is the least thing we have of. ”
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Win for Iran’s women
TAKING a step back is a rare response in dictator­
ships and nations ruled by religious fundamental­
ists. The two-month-long protests in Iran led by 
women after the death of young Mahsa Amini, 
detained by the morality police in Teheran over 
charges that she violated the Islamic dress code or 
hijab, have achieved partial success. The morality 
police set up under the banner of Gasht-e Ershad 
in 200$ under the then-president Mahmoud Ah- 
madinejad has been suspended or abolished and 
their green-and-white patrol vehicles are off the 
streets. Yet, the law imposing mandatory dress 
code on Iranian women has not been revoked. In 
other words, the women’s struggle thefe will still 
be a long-drawn one.*

Iran was a different world till 1979, when the 
Islamic Revolution took the country by storm and 
the Ayatollahs or religious heads took control p f  
the oil-rich nation. Gone were the days of the Shah 
of Iran, who cultivated a progressive society in 
the forefront of which were fashionable women. 
People’s freedom was curtailed and religious dik­
tats came one after another. Iran engaged the US in 
iterations of confrontations, including the hostage/ 
diplomat crisis lasting over a year till the start of 
1981. After a long drag, it ended immediately after 
a tough-talking Ronald Reagan was elected as the 
American president. The religious fundamentalists 
always drew their sustenance from anti-US as also 
anti-Saudi Arabian and anti-Israel postures.

Iran stands mostly apart from the rest of the 
Islamic word. It is run by the Shia-sect that’s set 
against the Sunnis, a numerically larger Islamic 
segment based out of Saudi Arabia and is spread 
over much of the Gulf states and also the other 
Islamic nations. For both the Shias and Sunnis, 
however, disciplining their women and imposing 
more controls over their life formed a major part 
of their religious agenda. The eruption of women 
into the streets o f capital Teheran and beyond 
was the first push by the women to challenge the 
conlk>ls being imposed by the eslabhi^Slfcnt and 
fundamentalists on them. Obviously, what gave 
them this strength is their previous mental condi­
tioning under the rule of the Shah, who had allied 
closely with modernity and the West. India too has 
its share o f moral policing attributed to Hindutva 
fundamentalists, be it of the VHP shade or the 
Shiv Sena. For these outlaws too, the targets are 
principally women in the streets. Islamic outfits 
here too are indulging in such acts in areas where 
they have some strength. Curiously, fundamental­
ist and extremist Islamic outfits are seen in several 
countries to be using women recruits as their sex- 
slaves. The contradiction is both ludicrous and 
nerve-chilling.

L e t t e r s  lo t he  l .di loi

MDA Govt’s 
partiality in 
creating new 

C&RD Blocks
Editor,
Should we say kudos to the 

MDA Government for creat­
ing only a few new C&RD 
Blocks in the state namely 
at Rambrai and Nonglang 
in West Khasi Hills, at Siju 
in South Garo Hills and 
at Adokgre in North Garo 
Hills, at Lumchnong East 
Jaintia Hills and at Namdong 
in West Jaintia Hills? Pura- 
khasia and Batabari C & RD 
Blocks, both in West Garo 
Hills, are on the verge of 
officially being notified and 
duly inaugurated. What has 
been left out of the radar for 
creation of C & RD Blocks 
are Umdohlun and Wahkaji 
in South West Khasi Hills, 
at Maweit and at Umdang in 
West Khasi Hills.

Why does the NPP led 
government ignore and dis­
criminates against these 
neglected areas consisting of 
hundreds of villages which 
are far away from the reach 
of the existing Blocks. The 
reason is because Mr.Gigur 
Marthong, MLA from Maw- 
shynrnt Constituency, Mr. 
Renikton Tongkhar, MLA 
and Mr. Pius Marwein, MLA 
from Mawkyrwat and Ran- 
ikor Constituencies respec­
tively, have failed miserably 
to lobby and convince their 
own MDA government to 
set up the C& RD in these 
far flung, remotest and ne­
glected areas which have

suffered in last five decades. 
These areas fall under the 
constituencies of the above 
three MLAs of whom one is 
a minister.

There are many more ar­
eas in the state that are in ur­
gent need of C & RD Blocks 
which are the units closest to 
the people for bringing about 
faster rural development in 
the 7000 plus villages. Every 
year new habitations keep 
cropping up thereby the de­
mand for food, water, clean 
environment, living space 
(land) keep on increasing by 
leaps and bounds; so too the 
need for all round develop­
ment and civic Amenities in 
these new habitations.

Since the General elec­
tions are just two months 
away, we voters, need to use 
our grey matter and exercise 
our franchise cautiously and 
judiciously because the state 
is badly in need of leaders 
(public representatives) or 
MLAs who are capable, 
farsighted, efficient, account­
able, corruption-free and God 
fearing in order to reduce, if 
not eliminate altogether, the 
rottenness in governance in 
the State. The rot and stench 
has gone over the top both in 
urban and rural Meghalaya.

Those who live under 
the jurisdictions of munici­
palities and those living in 
rural areas may not know 
how much centrally- spon­
sored development funds 
are handled by the respec­
tive Blocks. You will be 
surprised to know that each 
Block handles much more 
than the budget of any single 
department in the Govern­
ment of Meghalaya. In faQt

Mukroh: Enough is enough
I believe I have the right 

to comment on the recent 
unfortunate incident at Muk­
roh at least on two counts. 
My father who grew up in 
Umwasoo village which is 
now part of Karbi Anglong. 
He knew the region very well 
and he spoke chaste Karbi. 
He was also part of the move­
ment which spearheaded the 
demand for returning the 
Pnar villages to Jafitia hills in 
Meghalaya. I still remember 
they would sometimes meet 
at our residence in Jowai and 
the members present includ­
ed the daloi of eleka Raliang 
among others. The second 
and most important reason is 
that my previous job required 
that I visit the area in conflict 
at least once a year. For three 
decades since I began my 
ministry till I retired in the 
middle of this year, I visited 
the area regularly except for 
the few years when the mili­
tants from both sid$s (Karbi 
and Meghalaya) were active 
in the region. I had actually 
walked from Tihwieh on the 
banks of the river Myntang 
to Umkhyrmi and once even 
from Mukhap to Umkhyrmi. 
My first visit to the area was 
over four decades ago when 
I was just a young boy.

The Pnar-Karbi affinity 
The Pnars and Karbis had 

lived in peaceful coexistence 
with each other from time 
immemorial. They even have 
shared folk traditions like 
the institute of shamanism 
and the stories o f the Ti­
german. Amongst the Pnar 
the shamans from Karbi (ki 
stad Bhoi) are considered 
to be more powerful than 
the Pnar shaman. There are 
cases where the Pnar had 
the tradition of “ting kur” 
(shared natal clan.) with a clan 
from Karbi in this area. For 
instance'the Timung with the 
Dkhar. But the most interest­
ing affinity between the two 
tribes are the shared stories of 
Tigerman. When I asked my 
father’s contemporaryJElizar 
Bongrung about tKe stories 
of the Kabri Tigerman, he 
said in Pnar “ka Pnar sae was 
stad u kylla khla.” Amongst 
the Karbi in this area instead 
of a Tigerman, they have the 
story of “Killing Chongkret” 
which is a weird-looking 
animal with a body of a tiger, 
the face of a bear, the foot of 
a pig or an elephant, and so 
foVth. (Mohrmen H.H., Cul­
tural History of Jafitia hills 
in Stories, stones and tradi­
tions, 2021). The Pnar also 
still share the story of a very 
popular Tigerman from Karbi 
called “u Beh Kangtang ka 
Moothadae” (Mohrmen H.H. 
Ki Kjat Jingshai ka Mynnor,

By HH Mohrmen

only the1 Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes that flow from the 
Ministry of Rural Develop­
ment and Panchayat Raj for 
MGNRES and PMAY (not 
to mention other schemes 
like NRLM, MPLADS (both 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha), 
DDU-GKY, RGSA, Amit 
Sarovar, SAGY come to sev­
eral hundred crores of rupees 
every financial year. Not only 
these, the Blocks handle state 
development funds (schemes) 
as well like SRWP, DTFM, 
LACDP, ISYDP, CMSDF and 
Catalytic Funds in conver­
gence with MBMA. In fact, 
all the Blocks handle huge 
development funds which 
are in the hands of the BDO 
and his subordinates who can 
make and unmake village 
development. So, should 
they be made responsible, 
accountable and transparent 
in handling so much public 
funds? Yet for last 50 years 
the people of Meghalaya, 
especially the rural masses 
who are the main stakehold­
ers, the public representatives 
and the government have 
never raised any questions. In 
fact many MLAs and village 
leaders connive with them 
for their own pecuniary and 
political benefits.

Turning to the rural (vil­
lage) scenes, it is a fact that 
all Village Employment 
Councils (VECs) have been 
receiving and will also be re­
ceiving so many work orders 
from the Block concerned 
from the MGNRES compo­
nent and each VEC had re­
ceived and will be receiving 
work orders every year. Each 
work order amounts to sev­
eral lakhs of rupees depend-

2021).
The area had 

suffered enough
The area in question is 

between Sahsniang, Khat- 
kasla, Psiar, Moolber, Myn- 
gkoiloom, Lummujem, Um­
khyrmi, Langduk Anglong, 
and Koma Anglong or Rong- 
kimih and Mukroh. The two 
main entry points from West 
Jafitia hills to this region are 
from Barato via Mukroh and 
another from Sahsniang, Tih­
wieh, Khatkasla. There are 
also footpaths that one can 
use to visit this region from 
Mowchrot and also from 
Tamu. In one of the meetings 
of the organisation for return­
ing of the block I and II areas 
to Meghalaya, I overheard 
the daloi of Raliang thunder­
ing, “u tala-khat-ar-kor,” a 
twelve- machine lock, and 
the kid that I was, could 
not understand the meaning 
of his expression. Later I ' 
realized that he was refer­
ring to the border imbroglio 
in the area which is also 
known amongst the Pnar as 
Pangngam Raliang meaning 
a hard nut to crack.

In the winter of 2002 
when elections to the state 
assembly were just around 
the corner suspected Karbi 
militants killed 7 people 
from Mukroh village. I 
saw the dead bodies when 
they were brought to Nar- 
tiang Police station for post­
mortem. A year later about 
five thousand Pnar from 
this area fled to Sahsniang 
because of the atrocities 
inflicted upon them by the 
United People’s Democratic 
Solidarity (UPDS) and the 
Karbi National Volunteers 
(KNV). The Pnars mostly 
from Lummoojem, Umkhy­
rmi, Myngkoilum, Moolber, 
Psiar and Khatkasla, Chnong 
thyme, and other villages fled 
their homes to take shelter at 
Sahsniang.

The region on both'the 
Jafitia and the Karbi sides has 
experienced its fair share of 
ordeal inflicted by militants 
that include the Hynfiew Trep 
National Liberation Council 
(HNLC) which was then 
camped at Mukroh. HNLC 
disarmed the Police who 
camped at Mukroh and they 
stayed in the area until the 
police of Jafitia hills under 
the leadership of SP O. Pasi 
busted their camp and ar­
rested some of the militants 
from the village. On October 
17, a KADC bus from this 
area was ambushed by Di- 
masa Halam Daogah (DHD) 
militants. 23 passengers were

on the bus.
Timber Smuggling

It is an open secret that 
the smuggling of timber from 
the villages in the Karbi- 
dominated area to Jafitia hills 
happens regularly and surely 
not without the knowledge of 
the Assam Police and the for­
esters who camp just between 
Mukroh and Koma Anglong/ 
Rongkimih. To understand 
the magnitude of the illegal 
trade one has to only travel 
to the border villages and 
count the numbers of illegal 
saw mills established on the 
Meghalaya border. The case 
as alleged by the Assam po­
lice and the foresters was a 
stray case of the owner of the 
truck carrying the illegal con­
signment and escaping their 
hold without greasing their 
palm. Timber, smuggling in 
this sector of the inter-state 
border happens and with 
the knowledge of the police 
and the foresters. The only 
mistake the Assam party 
made that day was to hold 
the farmers on a Maruti car 
800 hostage in place of the 
escaped smugglers. This is 
rice harvesting season and the 
farmers were carrying a few 
bags of rice from their fields 
in the Karbi-dominated area 
to their homes in Mukroh.

The people of Mukroh 
are mostly farmers and have 
paddy fields in the area where: 
the Karbis are a majority, 
now. They knew that if they 
allow the police- to harass 
them then there will be no 
end to it. They will be at 
their mercy even if the activ­
ity they engaged in is not 
legal. The people of Mukroh 
would not have cared if the 
Assam police had detained 
the smugglers because such 
cases happened regularly.' 
The unfortunate incident oc­
curred when the public tried 
to persuade the police and the 
foresters to release the farm­
ers they had detained. But 
the question is how long can 
we allow this to continue? 
How many more lives ire 
we going to lose before this 
is stopped?

You can’t  choose 
your neighbours

The Karbis and the Pnars 
in this area had been living 
together for ages hence they 
have no other option but to 
continue to do so and the 
only way forward is living 
in peace and harmony. When 
unfortunate incidents occur, 
friends and sympathizers 
from both Assam and Megha­
laya will come and go; some 
will come to help douse the

flame, while others with their 
ulterior motives will only add 
fuel to the fire. But what when 
this is over? The Pnar and the 
Karbi in the area will have to 
live together.

On my visit to the area at 
the beginning of this year, I 
was glad to see a very good 
road from Barato via Mukroh 
in Jafitia hills to Myngkoilum 
via Koma Anglong/Rong- 
kimih, Umkhyrmi/Langduk 
Anglong on the Karbi side. 
Deep inside me, I thought 
this road will help reconnect 
the people who once had lived 
happily together.

Way ahead 
The people of the area 

need peace and the only way 
to- peaceful co-existence is 
reconciliation. The first step 
to reconciliation is to be, truth­
ful and accept the truth as it 
is and not as we wish it to be. 
We have to be realistic in our 
approach to reach an under­
standing which is acceptable 
to all. Truth'is a bitter pill 
to swallow but it is the only 
remedy for chronic illness. 
History may be on the side of 
the Pnars of Meghalaya, but 
the reality on the ground is 
different as people who livein 
the many villages in the area 
are predominantly Karbis. 
The solution is to be prag­
matic and let villages with a 
majority of Karbis like Koma 
Anglong/Rongkimih near 
Mukroh, Longduk Anglong/ 
Umkhyrmi, Myngkoilum be 
part of Karbi Anglong district 
of Assam, and villages like 
Chnong Thymme, Moolber, 
Psiar, Khatkasla and Mukroh 
where the villagers are pre­
dominantly Pnar, to remain 
under Laskefi block of West 
Jafitia hills district.

Police stations 
Meghalaya may set, up a 

police station on the border 
of Mukroh village opposite 
the Assam police or foresters’ 
.camp and this will certainly 
. help prevent untoward in­
cidents in the future. There 
is no use to set up a police 
outpost at Tihwieh because 
the area on this side of river 
Myntang is well within Me­
ghalaya, unless the govern­
ment of Meghalaya wishes 
to establish the river Myntang 
as the boundary on this side 

' of the border. If the( people 
in the village from Khatkasla 
to Chnong Thymme feel the 
need Of a police station, Me­
ghalaya should either set one 
up at Moolber or Chnong 
Thymme. I only hope that 
good sense prevails and peo­
ple see the fiitility of fighting ■ 
each Other which will only 
lead to more bloodshed.

ing on the type of community 
assets created/to be created in 
the concerned village/s. The 
Community assets include 
multipurpose halls, mo- 
torable roads, footbridges, 
footpaths, community wash­
ing ponds, community fish 
ponds, youth club offices, 
pig sheds, poultry sheds^ 
cowsheds, village buses/ 
vehicle waiting sheds, village 
shopping centre, raising of 
village community reserved 
forest plantations, village 
artisan training centres and 
many other village commu­
nity based utilities. The sole 
purpose of this scheme is to 
create critical fixed assets for 
the community in the villages 
and thereby provide employ­
ment at least for hundred 
man-days for each unem­
ployed person in a village 
per year on demand. This is a 
demand- driven employment 
scheme.

We are aware that these 
Centrally Sponsored SchemeS 

•routed through the Blocks are 
a huge blessing to the vil­
lages. In fact many villages 
have been transformed in 
many ways. However, these 
funds can also be a curse 
because much of the public 
funds meant for the villages 
are siphoned off through the 
connivance of some BDOs, 
Junior Engineers, Gram Se- 
vaks and the Chairpersons 
and Secretaries of VECs. It’s 
a horrible scenario because 
too many things are at play at 
this level. Even the so called 
social audits meant to audit 
the accounts for implementa­
tion of MGNRES are far from 
being trustworthy, account­
able and transparent.

It is therefore of immense 
importance that the func­
tioning at all levels from 
the Blocks down to village 
levels are to be thoroughly 
streamlined, overhauled and 
strict vigilance be ensured. 
Government must entrust the 
monitoring of projects arid fir 
nancial implications to inde­
pendent rrionitoring agencies. 
There must responsibility, 
transparency accountability 
through a fiill- proof mecha­
nism right from the levels 
of BDOs, Junior engineers, 
Gram sevaks and the VECs. 
If all these implementors are 
had done their duties hon­
estly and were trustworthy, 
by now all villages in the 
state would have developed 
and been shining outposts 
everywhere.

Yours etc., 
Philip Marwein, 

Senior Journalist, 
Via email

Meghalaya 
celebrating its 
50th year-A  

political drama
Editor,
Meghalaya celebrated its 

50th Statehood Day this year. 
Since 1972 we know that the 
financial allocation to various 
developmental sectors has in­
creased from year to year, but 
where the money has gone 
is another matter. Total road 
length has increased over the 
years ( from 1,388.000 km 
in 2009 to 36,348.000 km in
2018 ), but the conditions of 
these roads raises many ques­
tions. The Shillong- Jowai

Road has been in pathetic 
conditions for almost a year 
and no one bothered. Many 
bridges, footpaths, health 
centers, school buildings, 
water supply schemes, and 
other social services have 
been provided to the people 
but what about its proper 
maintenance? The political 
drama does not end here. A 
number of schools and col­
leges have been established 
during the last fifty years but 
the whole world knows about 
the literacy rate and dropout 
rate of the State. These are the 
so-called achievements in the 
State that we are observing in 
its 50th year. We will know 
our real achievement only 
when we compare Meghalaya 
with other States. At this point 
in time, I can only say there 
seems to be a vertical but not 
horizontal development in 
Meghalaya.

Given the struggles that 
Meghalaya is going through 
right now, it saddens me to 
see that men and women in 
leadership positions and roles 
who have been elected to lead 
us had failed in all spheres. 
Our only hope is that we elect 
visionary leaders (in 2023) 
who can envision what they 
want the future to look like 
and strategize on how to get 
there.

Yours etc., 
Dr.. Omarlin Kyndiah, 

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

Fall of the 
House of News

By Anirban Bhattacharyya
The bells had been ringing 

for quite some time... like the 
irritating car alarm that gets 
set off accidentally at 5 am, 
by the building security as 
they go to wash the car in a 
Mumbai multistorey com­
plex. You lie in bed, curse and 
hope that the alarm goes off. 
This week the alarm stopped 
ringing. There was nothing 
left to protect.

The fourth pillar which 
had been tottering like an 
unstable, inebriated uncle at 
a wedding, finally gave* way.

politics.
Ravish and the Roys had 

managed to do so, as the pil­
lars in the house had stood 
firm, supporting them.

The house, now, has a 
new landlord. The Roys and 
Ravish have decided 

Anticipating a revamp 
and the new paint-job of the 
house, many Indians have 
followed Ravish from the 
TV screens to his Youtube 
channel, where within 24 
hours, the number of his 
subscribers increased by a

The deed had been done. The 
relatives had continuously 
plied die uncle with enough 
liqour, ensuring his collapse, 
taking down the marriage 
tent with him.

NDTV saw the exit of the 
Roys and then senior journal-

million. He currently has 
2.32 million subscribers, and . 
it is increasing everyday.

Ravish had once said, 
‘Not all battles are fought for 
victory -  some are fought to 
tell the world that someone 
was there on the battlefield.’

Ravish had once said, ‘Not all 
battles are fought for victory -  

some are fought to tell'the world 
that someone was there on the 

battlefield.’ There are now multiple 
mediums and battlefields. And 

Ravish refuses to go ‘gentle into 
that good night' as he hopefully 

will contiue to ‘Rage, rage against 
the dying of the light. ’  Many 

Indians have felt that there has 
been a slow systematic take-over 

of the news media outlets to enable 
the dissemination of information 

and agenda to the masses without 
any opposition or differing views. I 

am sure this is just another con­
spiracy theory, right?

ist Ravish Kumar. What set 
Pranoy, Ravish and NDTV 
apart from the barking school 
of ■television news reporting 
that most news anchors and 
channels have degenerated 
to, was their calm and mature 
approach to news.

Old school? Definitely. 
Dignified and Respect­

able? Yes.
High TRP? Not as much 

as the madhouses where 
every anchor tries to outdo 
each other with their spittle- 
emanating acts.

When most news channels 
across India go zig... NDTV 
has always done a zag.

NDTV has been accused 
of being Pro-Congress, a 
Libtard institution* anti-BJP, 
Leftist and more. These la­
bels hitherto fell off their 
OB vans like they did not 
have eilough glue on them. 
The one thing NDTV assured 
the viewer was that the news 
was unbiased and sans any 
agenda. «

Magsaysay award recipi­
ent Ravish Kumar has been 
one of the few voices from 
the world of Indian journal­
ism who has stood firm, 
holding his ground, against 
the raging storm of trolls, 
fake news, bigotry and hate

There are now multiple me­
diums and battlefields. And 
Ravish refuses to go ‘gentle 
into that good night’ as he 
hopefully will contiue to 
‘Rage, rage against the dying 
of the light.’

Many Indians have felt 
that there has been a slow 
systematic take-over of the 
news media outlets to en­
able the dissemination of 
information and agenda to 
the masses without any op­
position or differing views. 
I am sure this is just another 
conspiracy theory, right?

On August 8, 1950 U.S. 
President Harry S; Truman 
in a special Message to 
the Congress on the Inter­
nal Security of the United 
States, had stated, “Once a 
government is committed to 
the principle of silencing the 
voice of opposition, it has 
only one way to go, and that 
is down the path of increas­
ingly repressive measures 
until it becomes a source 
of terror to all its citizens 
and creates a country where 
everyone lives in fear."

The bell has stopped ring­
ing. The pillar is broken.

Who will stand up and 
say that the Sun does not rise 
in the West?
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“It is not our differences that divide us.
It is our inability to recognize, accept, 

and celebrate those differences. ”
— Audre Lorde
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Borders as neglected living spaces
MEGHALAYA’S borders with Assam are also 
some o f the most under-developed areas where 
residents feel they have been left orphaned to 
manage their own lives. While there is a Bor­
der Areas Development Department it appears 
to be dealing only with Districts, Blocks and 
villages at the international border with Ban­
gladesh. The villages bordering Assam are like 
any rural outback where there are no roads or 
broken roads that make it difficult for people 
to traverse for trade and commerce. UDP gen­
eral Secretary, Jemino M awthoh’s comments 
in the media about the Government setting up 
a skilled border guards force in Barato shows 
his lack o f understanding o f the sentiments o f 
the people o f  Mukroh. Barato is at least 13 kms 
from Mokailum where the Assam Police border 
outpost is. Between Mukroh and Mokoilum are 
miles and miles o f rice fields where the people 
o f Mukroh are farming, agriculture being their 
only livelihood. They live in fear o f Assam Po­
lice or forest guards taking over their rice fields. 
As it is they are constantly taxed for no reason 
whatsoever except that they live and farm in 
contested spaces.

The tragedy about borders is that they are only 
intermittently remembered by those in Govern­
ment; those waiting in the wings to make politi­
cal capital out o f every tragedy and politicians, 
all o f whom have a short-term interest in the 
welfare o f the border residents. There is no clear 
policy on how to empower border residents with 
documents that establish them as belonging to 
the State o f  NIeghalaya. Border regjcjgnis caqnot 
be identified on the basis -e^their -cemmunity - 
I f  they have resided in Meghalaya and have the 
necessary papers to prove their domicile they 
ought to be given due recognition by way of the 
Aadhar card etc. That way they become loyal 
residents safeguarding Jthe interest o f  their state 
o f domicile. But many are turned away by the 
district officials when they gq and register for 
their Aadhar cards only because they are not ‘in­
digenous.’ There are, for instance, a substantial 
non-tribal population in the borders with Karbi 
Anglong adjoining Ri Bhoi district. A visit to 
Umden will reveal that a large number o f Karbi 
people are residents o f  the area and recognised 
citizens o f  M eghalaya. While their counter­
parts in Karbi Anglong carry the clan name of 
Timung, in the Khasi Hills (Ri Bhoi district) they  
have shortened it to Tmung. And there are other 
clans as well that have merged with Khasi clans. 
The women o f Umden are weavers o f eri silk and 
have made a name for themselves in the world. 
This is a livelihood over and above farming. 
And this has happened because o f Government 
intervention. Similar approaches are needed to 
assist the border residents in West Jaintia and 
West Khasi Hills.

Letters to (lie Id ilor

Meghalaya- 
Assam Border 

Discourses
Editor,
This is in response to thfe 

letter penned by Prof P.M 
Passah under the caption, 
“Jaintia Hills & Bristish” 
(ST Decmeber2, 2022) and 
to all critics who wrongly 
opined that I mispresented 
or misread the historical 
facts by putting the onus of 
the border imbroglio on the 
British Rule. While I do not 
doubt the credibility of the 
learned Prof Passah and I 
respect hinr'for being well 
read, but others are shallow 
and have nothing new to add 
to the historical library of the 
Jaitbynriew Hynniewtrep 
(Hynniewtrep Community). 
Therefore, in this letter I

would like to respond as 
follows:

1. That I am grateful 
that my article on Meghala- 
ya-Assam border had gener­
ated'discourses in multiple 
platforms.

2. Already this year 
I had written twice on the 
Meghalaya-Assam border 
issue and I sincerely request 
the learned Prof Passah to 
also kindly refer to my article 
entitled, “No Straight Jacket 
Solution to Border Disputes” 
dated 5 April 2022. The 
genesis of the Meghalaya- 
Assam border issue can be 
certainly traced back to the 
British rule. The British for 
their own administrative 
convenience had transferred 
many villages of Hima Khasi 
to Kamrup District and in 
1875 the demand was made 
to transfer the ten Khasi vil­
lages in mouza Nuniah from

Revisiting the historicity of 
Karbi Anglong District formation -I
Arguments are flying 

thick and fast following 
the unfortunate and highly 
condemnable Mukroh firing 
incident as to whether a sec­
tion of the erstwhile Khasi 
and Jaintia Hills District 
should have formed part of 
the Mikir Hills District, now 
renamed Karbi Anglong. As­
sertions have been made by 
various quarters since many 
years, mostly during election 
seasons, that the district was 
created by truncating part of 
the areas of Sibsagar District, 
Nowgong District and Jaintia 
Hills Sub-division of United 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills Dis­
trict and inaugurated on the 
17th November, 1951, and 
as such, certain areas in the 
Bokajan sub-division should 
be restored to the plain dis­
trict. Likewise, since Block-I 
and Block-II areas in West 
Karbi Anglong were carved 
out of the erstwhile United 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills dis­
trict, the areas must now be 
‘retransferred’ to Meghalaya. 
How sincerely have the apol­
ogists delved into the history 
of the areas before making 
such strident assertions on 
the matter is unknown, but 
under the present rambunc­
tious atmosphere, as much 
to do with the storm cre­
ated by the highly publicized 
‘give-and-take’ boundary 
dispute resolution formula, 
as also the unfortunate firing 
incident (though not related 
with boundary dispute issue), 
a sane re-visitation of the 
history of the areas in ques­
tion certainly will not be out 
ofplace.

Karbis were subdued 
and their land occupied:

Whether it is the igno­
rance of the history of the 
region or the intent at ques­
tioning the right of the Karbi 
people to live together as one 
people, the fact remains that 1 
the homogenously Karbi 
inhabited hill area was trun­
cated into various parts in the
,pa§t an<itfigg<?4 with various
administrative- districts due 
to either forced occupa­
tion of neighboring power 
or indiscriminate division 
‘for administrative purpose’ 
which forced them to re­
main separated politically. 
Amri, Chinthong and Rong- 
khang regions came under 
the dominion of the Jaintia 
Kingdom not by choice but 
by occupation of the Jaintia 
Raja whose territory at one 
time, according to Hunter 
(Hunter,WW, 1879/1998, A 
Statistical Account of As­
sam, Vol-2, Trubner & Co., 
London, pp 203) extended 
up to the Kopili River in 
the East. It means that the 
entire West Karbi Anglong 
was under the occupation 
of the Jaintia Raja, but there 
is no evidence to prove that 
the inhabitants of the area 
were principally the Jaintias. 
There are also evidences to 
suggest that the Ahoms sent 
several military expeditions 
against the Karbis to secure 
their loyalty. The Ahom 
Buranji recorded a clas­
sic example that the Ahom 
King sent Nyaisodha Phukan 
and Dayangia Rajkhowa to 
Chapanala against the Mikirs 
‘who were not paying trib­
utes’ (Baruah, Golap Chan­
dra, (1930) Ahom Buranji, 
Spectrum Publication, para 
267). Having subdued the 
Karbis by dint of military . 
force, the King established

By Elwin Teron
them in their old villages. 
Pakyntein also (Pakyntein, 
EH (1965) Census of India, 
1961, Assam; District Cen­
sus Handbook, United Mikir 
and North Cachar Hills; Tri­
bune Press, Gauhati; Pp. 11) 
noted that the Karbis were 
under the occupation of sev­
eral neighboring powers, 
including the Kacharis and 
the Nagas, till the advent of 
the British power liberated 
them.

There are therefore ev­
idences to show that for 
centuries many parts of the 
Karbi dominated territories 
came under the forced oc­
cupation of others and were ’ 
subject to various cultural 
and linguistic influences. It 
was for the first time in many 
centuries that the Karbis 
could come under a single 
administration when the 
Mikir Hill district was inau­
gurated on 17th November, 
1951. So, the unification of 
the Karbi inhabited areas by 
creation of a separate admin­
istrative district should be 
viewed as an act of restora­
tion of the Karbi homeland 
rather than truncation of 
other districts.

The Karbis were found 
settled in many places of the 
Northeast when the British 
officers did the ethnography 
of tribes. There is mention of 
their habitations throughout 
the central mountainous re­
gion stretching from the Garo 
Hills to the Patkai Hills in the 
lower hills ranges and the 
adjacent lowlands but were 
forced by “hostile tribes” to 
migrate to their present do­
main of Mikir hills (Hunter, 
W. W.,1886, The Imperial 
Gazetteer of India (Vol. IX). 
United Kingdom: Trubner & 
Company. Pp.436).Besides 
the Mikir Hills of Sibsagar 
and Nowgong, their pres­
ence was found in the Khasi 
and Jaintia hills 8ad.gl.so 
in the. northern bank -of .the 
Brahmaputra in the Darrang 
District where they were 
believed to have migrated in 
1868 and were engaged in 
husbandry and boat building 
(Hunter, WW (1879/1998). 
The Statistical Account o f  
Assam, Vol. 1. Trubner& 
Co., London. Pp.116) This 
migration reached further up 
to the Himalayan foothills 
resulting in the presence of 
Mikir (Karbi) population in 
Arunachal Pradesh today. 
Spatial dynamics due to 
migration are common to 
all tribes of the North-East 
which testifies that tribes 
did not, and still do not, live . 
exclusively in water-tight 
compartments and ethnic 
admixture of habitation in 
peripheral areas is more of a 
rule than an exception.

But like other hill tribes 
of the North-east, there are 
homogenously Karbi popu­
lated areas and they were in 
the Mikir Hills of Nowgong 
and Sibsagar and in the 
Ryngkhang (Rongkhang), 
Jynthong (Chingthong) and 
Mynri( Amri) divisions of 
the Jaintia Hills(Gurdon, 
PRT (1914j).The Khasis (2nd 
edition). Macmillan & Co. 
Ltd., London. Pp.62). These 
three blocks of bulk Karbi 
habitations are contiguous 
hills intervened by the cours­
es of Kopili and Dhansiri. 
As river course was a major

communication link in the 
pre-independence era, parts 
of the Mikir hill tract was 
tagged under convenient ad­
ministrative authorities. The 
1931 Census Superintendent 
of Assam, C.S.Mullan (Mul- 
lan, CS (1932) Census of 
India, 1931 Vol. 3, Assam, 
Part-I Report, Shillong. Pp.2) 
felt that the Karbis should 
have been under a single 
administrative authority in 
the Hill division. It may be 
mentioned that for the pur­
pose of Census operation the 
Province of Assam was sub­
divided into three divisions- 
The Brahmaputra Valley, 
the Central Hill range and 
the Surma Valley which has 
been excellently described in 
the 1901 Census Report. The 
logical fact of Mikir Hills 
being a part of the Central 
Hill range division alotig 
with the Naga hills, North 
Cachar Hills, Khasi Hills 
arid Garo Hills, is expressed 
in remarkable lucidity in the 
Census Report of the Gov­
ernment of India for the year 
1931 which is worth quoting 
here -  “There is, however, 
one fact which the previous 
census reports have not, I 
think, taken sufficiently into 
account.. That is that in the 
middle of the Brahmaputra 
Valley there is a large iso­
lated mountainous block, 
over 8000 Sq miles in area, 
known as the Mikir Hills. 
This block of hills is sepa­
rated from the main Assam 
Range by the valleys of the 
Dhansiri and the Kopili riv­
ers and is divided for admin­
istrative purposes between 
the districts of Nowgong 
and Sibsagar, the Nowgong 
portion being known as the 
Nowgong Mikir Hills and the 
Sibsagar portion as the Sib­
sagar Mikir Hills. This block 
of hills should logically form 
a separate sub-division and 
for census purpose should be 
included in the Hills natural 
division, but this has never 
been done at any previous 
census on account of various 
boundary difficulties.” 

Mullan noted that the 
Mikir Hill tracts, both under 
the Sibsagar district and the 
Nowgong district were very 
thinly populated with hardly 
any outsider living in those 
areas. He estimated that the 
density of population was 
less than 35 persons per sq 
mile. He also produced a 
map showing that the Mikir 
Hill tracts of the said two 
administrative districts vyere 
contiguous to each other and 
was the least populated areas 
of the North-East. .

A century before Mullan’s 
report, that is in 1836, Rev­
erend Rae, traversing across 
the land of the Karbis from 
Murphuloni through the east-*- 
em Mikir Hills to Dobaka 
and onwards the lowlands 
of Barapani river and the 
hills around the Kopili found 
that they were bounded in 
the East by the Rengma Na­
gas and in the west by the 
Jaintias. In the western part 
of the lowlands they lived 
together with the Lalungs 
(Tiwas). ( Rae, Rev J (1836). 
Journal of a Tour through the 
Mikir Hills. See The Calcutta 
Christian Observer, Vol V, 
January to December, 1836. 
Pp: 164-174)

The tour Journal of Rev

the Kamrup District to the 
Khasi Hills. The first person 
to stand up in defence of the 
territory in the Khasi Hills 
was u Shillong Sing who 

’ demanded the transfer of ten 
villages in mouza Nuinah 
from Kamrup to Khasi Hills 
in 1875.

3. After the British 
and under Independent India, 
Assam continued the oc­
cupation and dominated the 
entire North Eastern Region, 
especially the Hynniewtrep 
Land. Therefore, in my pre­
vious article I had clearly 
stated that as a way forward 
to solve the border problem 
Assam “must first undo its 
big brother attitude.

4. Any writer on histo­
ry must be wary of facts and 
its interpretation. Like the 
learned Prof Passah I am also 
privy to both primary and 
secondary sources pertain­

ing to the Meghalaya Assam 
border. I do believe that Prof 
Passah is also in possession 
of the petition made by the 
Cossayah Chiefs to the Court 
of Directors of British East 
India Company when they 
laid claim to the Dwars in 
Assam in 1837.

5. Well historical facts 
are also subject to contesta­
tion and I am more than 
ready to stand corrected by 
new research findings if 
there are any?

6. The Mukroh Mas­
sacre has also given rise to 
many noises sans histori­
cal references. Every time 
when violent or non-violent 
incidents erupt at various 
geographical locations in the 
Meghalaya-Assam border 
it generates discourses. But 
one cannot debate or rather 
bring forth solutions without

understanding the larger his­
torical context of the border 
line which was created by the 
British rulers. History clearly 
shows us that the British cre­
ated the whole mess and the 
domination of Assam had 
made matters worse.

7. There is no dis­
agreement on the fact that 
Mukroh village was under 
the erstwhile Hima Sutnga 
which was later converted 
into the British territory and 
subsequently reduced to 
mere Jowai Sub-Division in 
1869. Now the same Muk­
roh and the adjoining vil­
lages are under the Jaintia 
Hills Autonomous District 
Council. Further two large 
blocks of Villages, i.e, Block 
I & II which formed part 
of the Jowai Sub-Division 
was transferred into the 
Mikir Hills in 1951 un-

Rae is an important piece 
of information as according 
to Captain Jenkins, he was 
the first ever European to 
have penetrated deep into 
the Mikir country. Rae had 
noted two important aspects, 
one was that the other tribe 
living alongside the Karbis 
were the Rengmas in the 
eastern front and the Tiwas 
on the western front and 
were yet uninfluenced by 
the Hindu Brahmans; the 
other was that the Karbis did 
not migrate further into the 
plains in the eastern front as 
they were harassed by the 
Hazarika of Kaziranga, the 
Hazarika of Bogighat and the 
Murung Gohain into bring­
ing for them grass, bamboo 
and wood from the hills and 
forcing them to do many 
other things (Ibid). (To be 
continued)

The Karbis had suffered 
much ahead of the advent of 
the British Rule. Pakyntein 
had noted that before the 
arrival of the British, “the 
Mikirs led a precarious life- 
one section was under the 
Ahom Chief at Raha, another 
under Tularam Senapati at 
Moudanga being oppressed 
by the Naga frequently, and 
the third section under the 
Jaintia King. There was still 
the fourth group between 
Golaghat and Dimapur ow­
ing allegiance to none but 
strongly maintaining their 
position against the Nagas. 
With the arrival of the British, 
along with the subjugation of 
the various ruling tribes, the 
Mikirs were automatically 
freed and they came directly 
under the British rule”. Pak­
yntein, however, mentioned 
that the Karbis got a sem­
blance of respect with the 
Jaintia rulers as one of their 
own - Thong Nokbe - was 
employed as the General of 
the Kingdom’s army and his 
family and descendants got 
to rule Rongkhang. In fact, 
it was during that occupation 
when the Karbis received 
the temporal position of 
Lyngdohship (Lindok), the 
remnants of which still exist 
in the Pinpo-Habe system of 
societal hierarchy.

Secured from the sup­
pression and subjugation 
of neighboring tribes under 
the British rule, the Karbis 
were quiet and peace lov­
ing jhumias and did not 
bother the authorities. The 
British therefore went by 
administrative convenience 
of accessing the Mikir area 
whenever required through 
the river course of Kopili and 
the Dhansiri as road commu­
nication network was almost 
non-existent in those days 
and tagging the areas with 
•the Deputy Commissioner- 
ship of Nowgong, Sibsagar 
and Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
appeared more expedient. 
In fact, Hunter asserted as 
he opened his account about 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills that 
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
was “a Political District” 
created by the British whose 
boundary extended in the 
North up to Kamrup and 
Nowgong, on the East up to 
Northern Cachar, the Naga 
Hills District, and the Kopili 
River, on the South up to 
the Sylhet District, and on 

. the West up to Garo Hills 
(Hunter, WW (1879/1998), 
(To be continued)

der the composite Assam 
State, However, the people 
of Hynniewtrep Land never 
concurred to the transfer and 
ever since public movement 
against the transfer has per­
sisted till date.

8. Lastly, I will never 
view a border issue or any 
other matter concerning the 
rights of indigenous people to 
land and forests etc., through 
the Intra-Hynniewtrep com­
munal lenses. And mine is 
not the hyphenated percep­
tion .of the Jaitbynriew.

Yours etc., 
Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh, 

Via email

A rtic les and le tters; 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that o f 
The Shillong Times

By Jagdish Ratianani
The stinging remarks 

by Justice Sandeep Kumar 
of the Patna High Court in 
a case of the bulldozing of 
the house of a petitioner on 
a land dispute serves to high­
light the near total-collapse 
of the Indian law and order 
machinery, and how it works 
to serve the powerful and 
the mighty. That the weak 
and those at the bottom of 
the pyramid do not have a 
voice is generally known and 
accepted. That the system is 
corrupt is also well-known. 
But casqs like the one high­
lighted by Justice Kumar tell 
us that we are in a freefall 
into a bottomless pit from 
which it will be difficult to 
come out soon. It brings to 
light the increasing brazen­
ness with which powerful in­
terests operate and routinely 
undermine the due process 
they are sworn to uphold.

Justice Kumar’s com­
ments in a video clip are 
now viral. In it, the judge 
remarks: “Youhave become 
agents of the land mafia. 
This has to be stopped ... 
Who is so powerful that 
you took a bulldozer and 
demolished the house? Who 
do you represent -  the State 
or some-private person?” In 
his written order of Nov.24, 
Justice Kumar noted: From

little to arrest the rot. In the 
UP cases, the Supreme Court 
had warned against short 
circuiting of due process 
by demolishing residential 
dwellings of those the State 
wanted to act against. Yet, 
the message to the system 
remains that the State will 
use bulldozers to dis-house 
and take away the right to 
private property but also 
livelihood against all those 
who protest its policies, and 
can easily be described by 
the State as “rioters”.

It is a steep fall for a na­
tion to reach here 37 years 
after the Supreme Court in 
the Olga Tellis v/s Bombay 
Municipal Corporation and 
others set out the principles 
in the case of demolitions of 
slum colonies in Mumbai. 
As that judgement of 10 July 
1985 noted: “To lose the 
pavement or the slum is to 
lose the job. The conclusion, 
therefore, in terms Of the 

1 constitutional phraseology 
is that the- eviction of the 
petitioners will lead to de­
privation of their livelihood 
and consequently to the de­
privation of life.” The Court 
in that case clearly linked 
the right to have ia house 
to the right to a livelihood 
and that to the right to life. 
While that case concerned

“The manner in which bulldozers as 
tools o f retaliatory State violence and 

punishment are being normalised now 
is akin to illegal encounter killings which 

have now been normalised by police forces 
across the country. What began as a limited 

approach to control extreme violence by 
gangsters quickly degenerated into a pretty 

standard operating procedure with local law 
and order readily signing on to the project 

and getting away scot free.n

reading the counter affidavit 
of the Station House Officer, 
it seems that all the officials 
are hand in glove with some 
land mafia and they have il­
legally demolished the house 
of the petitioner without 
following the due process of 
law.” These are strong words 
form a High. Court judge, 
and indicate how upset the 
Honourable Justice was on a 
bare reading of the case and 
the material before him.

Just about a week af­
ter those judicial remarks, 
in a separate State and in 
an unconnected statement, 
speaking as the campaign 
ended for the Gujarat As­
sembly elections, the Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath tolc  ̂the audi­
ence, “We do not hesitate to 
use bulldozers” against what 
he called “professional riot­
ers”. It is under Adityanath’s 
administration that bulldoz­
ers first became a weapon of 
State choice against select 
targets, bringing-a new level 
of force and violence to what 
should otherwise be every­
day affairs of police and the 
local administration. This 
directed top-down approach 
to “teach a lesson” to those 
described nebulously as 
“professional rioters” comes 
loaded with assumptions, 
prejudices and the politics 
of hate that have together 
brought governance to a new 
low. However pernicious the 
Uttar Pradesh cases have 
been, the case in Bihar is 
not of the same kind. The 
Bihar instance does show 
though that poor political 
leadership in one place leads 
to not just the regularisation 
of skewed agendas in that 
State locally but gets ad­
opted and adapted to deliver' 
a new level of force against 
citizens all across India. 
Once sanctioned by a politi­
cal leadership, the weapon 
becomes the weapon that 
all police forces begin to 
wield with impunity with or 
without the political master 
in control. The result is an 
arms race of a kind, where 
new and novel methods are 
used to terrorise in the name 
of law and order, often the 
targets being the weak and 
the downtrodden while the 
well-off usually get away. 
This is India in decline, not 
a resurgent India 75 years 
after Independence.

Warnings by the highest 
court of the land have done

demolitions ofalleged en­
croachments and illegal 
occupation of public land 
by migrant workers work­
ing odd jobs in the Mumbai 
economy, the current cases 
concern houses owned and 
occupied by rightful owners 
for long, coming up for and 
actually being demolished 

• under the pretext of alleged 
violations or.disputes as is 
the case in Bihar.The man­
ner in which bulldozers as 
tools of retaliatory State 
violence and punishment 
are being normalised now is 
akin to illegal encounter kill­
ings which have now been 
normalised by police forces 
across the country. What 
began as a limited approach 
to control extreme violence 
by gangsters quickly degen­
erated into a pretty standard 
operating procedure with 
local law and order readily 
signing on to the project and 
getting away scot free. Every 
once in a while, some police­
man will face the music from 
the courts, but in general, 
killings in cold blood have 
become a way of life and a 
routine tool to manage law 
and order.

This has not controlled 
crime or limited the rise of 
gangsters who continue to 
grow and even thrive. It did 
mean, howeVer, a further 
dirtying of the people in uni­
form. As the case of encoun­
ters in Mumbai against en­
trenched gangsters showed, 
the gangs were mirrored in 
the police force. Two gangs 
in the wild built two gangs 
within the police. Instead 
of gangsters bumping off 
rivals, the police now did it 
for them.

There is more damage 
to the system that is unseen 
and unheard. There are many 
honourable senior police of­
ficers who do not agree with 
the methods in use. There are 
those who still take pride in 
professional investigations, 
strictly by the-rule book. 
However, they remain silent 
and will willy-nilly be forced 
to sign on to corrupt practic­
es and extreme violence that 
bulldozes the very idea of 
India as a democratic nation 
that stands tall to protect the 
rights of ordinary citizens.

(The writer is a journal­
ist and faculty member at 
SPJIMR. Views are per­
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil­
lion Press) (e-mail: editor@ 
thebillionpress. org)
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‘Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery, 
none but ourselves can free our minds!”

— Marcqs Garvey
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Capitalising on a geological phenomenon
MOST people are not in a position to analyse 
the budget unless economists put it down in 
layman’s language for ordinary people to com­
prehend and base their judgments on govern­
ment spending. Commissioner and Secretary, 
Planning etc., Dr D Vijay Kumar in a response 
to the allegations o f the TMC national spokes­
person, Saket Gokhale that Rs 632 crores (USD 
79.05 million) taken as a loan for the Meghalaya 
Eco-tourism Infrastructure Development has 
been injudiciously spent via the route o f The 
Meghalayan Age Ltd, had stated that loans under 
externally aided projects are underwritten by 
Government o f India. The soft loan comes in 
the form of a 90 % grant from government of 
India with State Government having to pay back 
only 10% of the loan amount. The Meghalayan 
Age is an unlisted government-owned company 
with three Government officials on its board 
-  D Vijay Kumar, Cyril Diengdoh and Robert 
Lyngdoh as directors and with a paid up capital 
o fR s 1 crore.

The idea o f creating a company is to facilitate 
borrowings from external agencies and inter­
national funding organisations and banks etc., 
which look at creative ventures. The Meghalayan 
Age is a nomenclature that dates the Mawsmai 
caves at Sohra to the last 4200 years as being a 
distinct age in the story o f the planet as classi­
fied by geologists worldwide in 2018. The onset 
o f a drought that crushed several civilisations 
worldwide was termed the Meghalayan Age. 
Meghalaya made it into the geologic time scale 
thanks to a stalagmite found in the Mawmluh 
cave one o f the oldest caves o f the earth where 
geologists say the history o f the earth has been 
recorded flawlessly. The Meghalayan Age has 
become the proverbial goose that lays the golden 
eggs. Shrewd govemmentofficials were quick to 
capitalise from the Meghalayan Age. However, 
the purpose should have been clear -  that capital 
should have been in the larger interests o f the 
state and its people.

It is also natural that international funding 
agencies which are constantly looking out for 
creative channels o f funding other than roads 
and infrastructure projects, would cash in on 
such a global phenomenon. External funding 
agencies are very strict when it comes to fund­
ing roads and water projects. .The projects are 
closely monitored, knowing fully well that such 
projects are also most prone to corruption and 
siphoning off funds to different pockets leaving 
the road project incomplete, half-complete or 
poorly executed. Projects implemented through 
the Meghalayan Age to different verticals such 
as the Meghalaya Basin Management Agency 
(MBMA) etc., are intended for political mileage 
with an eye on elections. Schemes such as FO­
CUS, PRIME and a host o f others are intended 
for visibility and this has been managed very 
well by the movers and shakers o f The Megha­
layan Age. It will take an astute financial wizard 
to find out if  Meghalaya’s externally aided proj­
ects have long term benefits or are shortcuts for 
those in the present government to secure their 
seats in 2023.

Revisiting the historicity of Karbi 
Anglong District formation - II

The Statistical Account 
of Assam, Vol. 2, Trubner& 
Co., London. Pp.203). The' 
District, therefore, did not 
represent an ethnic dominion 
as other hill tribes, more spe­
cifically, the Mikir (Karbi) 
and the Kuki (Biete), were 
also present in homogenous­
ly specific areas. In Jaintia 
Hills alone there were 25 
British Fiscal Divisions of 
which Chapduk, Mulshoi 
and Saipung were Kukis 
and Mynriang was Mikir 
(Ibid, pp-204). And so, it is 
natural that when the idea of 
creating a separate admin­
istrative subdivision for the 
Karbis is contemplated to 
give them political identity 
and security in Independent 
India, the unification of the 
three Karbi dominated areas 
would have to be considered. 
It was therefore natural that 
the Mikir administrative 
subdivision became a part 
of the administrative plan of 
post-independent Assam.

The move for a unified 
Karbi district:

The seed of the Mikir Hill 
administrative district plan 
was sown in the minds of the 
British administrators when 
Governor Sir Robert Neil 
Reid toured the Mikir area in 
October-November of 1940 
and received a memoran­
dum of the Mikir people at 
Mohendijua on 28th October 
and later on when Governor 
Sir Andrew Clow met a 
Karbi A-Dorbar delegation 
and received a memorandum 
in March 1947 at Lanka. The 
memorandum at Lanka had 
urged the Governor to rec­
ognize the Karbi A-Dorbar as 
the organization representing 
the Mikir people.

Earlier, the British Parlia- 
ment had brought out the 
Government of India Act, 
1935 which provided for the 
native participation in gover­
nance through the process of 
election and for the first time 
the unification of the Karbi 
dominated areas of Sibsagar 
and Nowgong districts was 
made possible through the 
creation of the territorial As­
sembly Constituency for the 
Partially Excluded Areas of 
which the Mikir Hills tract 
was a part. The village head­
men and mouzadars were the 
electorate as adult franchise 
was yet to be introduced and 
Khorsing Terang was elected 
to the Provincial Assembly in 
the 1937 election.

The desire of the Karbi 
people for the consolidation 
of the tribe under a single 
administrative unit who, oth­
erwise, had to exist under dif­
ferent district administrations 
during the British period by 
circumstances not of their 
choosing, got the positive 
response of the Provincial 
government as plan was set 
rolling to bring all the Karbi 
areas to form the Mikir Hill 
subdivision after Samsons- 
ing Engti led the delegation 
of Karbi A-Dorbar before the 
Bordoloi Committee of the 
Constituent Assembly and 
submitted a memorandum 
on 18th May 1947 (Rao, W , 
1975, A Century of Tribal 
Politics in North-East India, 
1874-1974. S Chand & Co., 
New Delhi. Pp. 170) “Primar­
ily the memorandum had 
demanded that all the Mikir 
people should be politically, 
united to form a separate dis­
trict comprising of Partially 
Excluded areas of Sibsagar 
and Nowgong districts along 
with all Mikir inhabited con­
tiguous areas and Mikir areas 
of United Khasi and Jaintia 
Hills. Leaders like Chatras- 
ing Teron insisted that even if

By Elwin Teron
the Mikir could not be united 
geographically, they should 
be united administratively 
so that all of them could stay 
secure in Independent India” 
(Ibid).

The Bordoloi Committee 
echoed the circumstances, 
the sentiment and the process 
of Karbi unification in its 
report to the Constituent As­
sembly. The report had noted 
that the Karbis were the most 
backward of all the tribes 
and described their plight 
in the following words: “the 
irregular shape of (the) area 
makes the administration 
from outside the area rather 
inconvenient which appar­
ently is the reason why the 
district has had to be split up 
between two plains districts. 
Being a rather sparsely popu­
lated area with rather less 
than 50 persons to the square 
mile and containing no com­
munications other than the 
railway passing through it, 
it has apparently not been 
considered suitable for treat­
ment as a separate district. 
The Provincial Government 
has at present under consid­
eration a proposal for the 
making of the whole of the 
Mikir Hills area into a sepa­
rate subdivision.” (Hansaria, 
Vijay (2016), Justice BL 
Hansaria’s Sixth Schedule 
to the Constitution of India: 
LexisNexis. Pp.319). In its , 
recommendation to the Con­
stituent Assembly, the Bor­
doloi Committee said that the 
hill areas should be classified 
into two sets of districts, 
autonomous districts and 
non-autonomous districts. 
The autonomous districts 
were the Khasi and Jaintia 
Hills, excluding Shillong, 
the Garo Hills, the Lushai 
Hills, the Naga Hills, the 
North Cachar sub-division of 
Cachar district and the Mikir 
hills portion of Nowgong 
and Sibsagar districts. The 
other hill areas like Sadiya, 
Balipara Frontier Tract, Ti- 
rap Frontier Tract and Naga 
Tribal areas of the frontier 
tracts should be made non- 
autonomous districts; and 
the Constituent Assembly ac­
cepted the recommendation 
(Rao,W, 1975, pp-186-87). 
So, it was the recommenda­
tion of the Bordoloi Com­
mittee and its acceptance by 
the Constituent Assembly 
which eventually clinched a 
separate district for the Mikir 
tribe. Immediately after the 
Constitution of India came 
into force, the Government 
of Assam carried forward the 
proposal to create a separate 
administrative unit for the 
Mikir people and a Com­
mission was set up by the 
Government through De­
partment Notification No. 
TAD/R/31/50 dated the 3rd 
October, 1950 to decide on 
the areas which should form 
the district of Mikir Hills.

Creation of the new
district of Mikir Hills:
Following the recom­

mendation of the Commis­
sion, certain part of Khasi 
and Jaintia Hills, popularly 
known as Block I & II, were 
excluded from the K&J Hills 
vide Department Notification 
No. TAD/R/31/50/148, dated 
the 13th April 1951 and an­
other Notification was issued 
vide No. TAD/R/31/50/149, 
dated the 13th April 1951 to 
make the area a part of the 
newly formed Mikir Hills.

Areas taken from the Jain­
tia Sub-division roughly 
corresponded with the areas 
described as Jinthongs, Myn-

ris and Ryngkhongs as part 
of the Bhoi country in Major 
PRT Gurdon’s ethnography 
“The Khasis” (Gurdon, PRT 
(1906) Pp.62). While describ­
ing the Khasi tribal organiza­
tions he had mentioned that 
the Syntengs or Pnars could 
be sub-divided into Syntengs 
proper, Nongtungs and Khar- 
warigs; the Wars into War 
proper and War Pnar and 
the Bhois into Jinthongs, 
Mynris, Ryngkhongs and 
Khasi Bhois. “It must, how­
ever, be remembered that the 
Jinthong, Mynri and Ryng- 
khong Sub-divisions of the 
Bhoi Division are not Khasi, 
bur Mikirs”, Gurdon had 
mentioned. Therefore, it is 
evidently clear that when the 
proposal to form a separate 
district for the Karbi tribe 
was made, this particular 
area would necessarily form 
a part of the district.

Similarly, areas tradition­
ally known as Mikir Hill 
tract predominantly inhab­
ited by the Mikir tribe under 
Nowgong and Sibsagar Dis­
tricts were taken out for the 
purpose of including them 
in the newly formed District 
which is specified by notifi­
cation No. TAD/R/31/50/149 
dated the 13 th April, 1951. 
From the Sibsagar District, 
the areas included were the 
predominantly Mikir in­
habited areas of Duarbaguri 
Mouza, Duardikharu Mouza, 
West Rengma Mouza, Du- 
ardisa Mouza, Naga Rengma 
Mouza, East Rengma Mouza 
and Boijan Mouza.

Finally, Notification No 
TAD/R/31/50/151 dated the 
13th April, 1951 defined 
the boundary of Mikir Hills 
District.

The Assam United District 
of Mikir and North Cachar 
Hills (Administration) Reg­
ulation 1951 Regulation. 
No. X of 1951 (Published 
in Gazette vide Notifica­
tion No. TAD/R/31/50/190 
dated the 27th August, 1951) 
came into force on the 17th 
November, 1951 through a 
notification issued on the 3rd 
November, 1951 vide Notifi­
cation No. TAD/R/31/50/20 
by the Governor of Assam 
Jairamdas Daulatram at 
Shillong. This Regulation 
defines Mikir Hills in the fol­
lowing manner (Pakyntein, 
EH (1965). Census of India, 
1961, Assam; District Census 
Handbook, United Mikir and 
North Cachar Hills; Tribune 
Press, Gauhati; Pp. 5). "Mikir 
Hills" means-

(a) as respects the period 
before the commencement 
of the Constitution, the Par­
tially Excluded Areas of the 
Mikir Hills (in Nowgong and 
Sibsagar Districts) declared 
as such under the Govern­
ment of India (Excluded and 
Partially Excluded Areas) 
Order, 1936

(b) As respects the period 
after the commencement of 
the Constitution and before 
the appointed day, the tribal 
areas of Mikir Hills speci­
fied under paragraph 20 of 
the Sixth Schedule to the 
constitution; and

(c) As respects the period 
after the appointed day, the 
Mikir Hills Autonomous 
district comprising the tribal 
areas within the boundaries 
defined in Notification No. 
TAD/R/31/50/151, dated the 
13 th April, 1951.”

The Regulation signed by 
the Governor of Assam was 
assented to by the President 
of India Dr Rajendra Prasad 
at New Delhi on the 21 st Au-

L e t t e r s  to  t h e  E d i t o r

FSO exam 
outside the 

syllabus
Editor,
The conduct of examina­

tion for the post of Food 
Safety Officer was highly 
irregular. The concerned 
department called for the 
written examination on No­
vember 26, 2022. Admit 
cards were issued to all ap­
plicants prior to the exam 
where the syllabus for the 
same was clearly mentioned. 
In compliance with the rules 
all had prepared for the ex­
amination as announced by 
the concerned department.

But lo and behold, we 
were appalled to find that the 
questions did not cover topics 
as laid down in the syllabus. 
According to the prescribed 
format, topics were Gen­

eral Awareness & Aptitude, 
General English and those 
relating to Food Safety & 
Standards Act, 2006. How­
ever, questions from topics 
like-advanced mathemat­
ics, biology, chemistry, and 
physics were asked. Some 
may argue that food sci­
ence is a multi-disciplinary 
field involving the afore­
mentioned subjects which 
everyone agrees to (except 
advanced mathematics). In 
this case there was no point 
in laying down the syllabus 
if the questions went beyond 
its scope. This is wrong and 
it’s a matter of principle to 
stand for what is right.

When we sought clari­
fication on the matter, the 
official in-charge clarified by 
saying, "information about 
the syllabus was not passed 
to the question paper setter 
and the question was set at 
the highest level” (I h<>Pe

this implies to people with 
high intellect). I would ex­
pect a rational response from 
a person of such stature or 
perhaps acknowledge their 
shortcoming but that was 
not to be.
Ultimately we have to bear 
the consequences and the 
long sought after principles 
of maintaining transpar­
ency, integrity and credibil­
ity throughout the recruit­
ment process is just a pipe 
dream.

Yours etc., 
A concerned candidate, 

Name withheld on request

Separate 
Khasi-Jaintia 

state
Editor,
With reference to the 

news item, “HSPDP Youth 
wing decides to call on cen­
tral leaders on demand for

separate state.” (ST Dec 1, 
2022). I as an educated youth 
who is entitled for a vote for 
the first time fully endorse 
the decision of the party for 
creation of a separate Khasi
- Jaintia or Hynniewtrep 
State. I therefore appeal to 
all the 36 Khasi - Jaintia 
legislators to stand unitedly 
to liberate our people from 
the present and future threats 
due to the imposition of the 
controversial and arbitrary 
reservation policy which 
I learnt was conceived in 
1971 at the time when (L) 
YB Chavan inaugurated the 
sub- state or autonomous 
state in new Tura town and 
forcibly implemented on 12 
June 1972 without a thor­
ough deliberation in the state 
legislative assembly by the 
then 60 nominated MLA’s.

The threat is not only the 
Reservation Policy which 
divides the Scheduled Tribes

of Meghalaya into two parts 
40% for the Garos and 40% 
for the Khasi Jaintia but also 
the Roster system notified 
by the present government 
which is very confusing. I 
have also read the recent 
news that appeared in The 
Shillong Times that for 
the recruitment of police 
constables in Meghalaya, 
70% posts will be filled by 
qualified Garo candidates 
whereas only 30% for the 
Khasi Jaintia candidates 
in view of the Roster sys­
tem. This system it is learnt 
will also apply to all other 
government departments 
which is indeed very scary 
and dreadful. Furthermore, 
one S. Momin in his letter 
to the editor (ST Nov 29, 
2022) has even demanded 
for establishment of a second 
state capital in Tura where in 
the assembly session should 
be held not only during the

gust, 1951. The decision to 
unify all the Karbi inhabited 
areas from three contiguous 
districts was made at the 
highest level, right up to the 
Constituent Assembly and 
records have shown that all 
possible consultations were 
made before arriving at that 
decision, at the level of the 
Bordoloi Committee delib­
erations and the consequent 
Border Commission that 
made way for the passage of 
the Assam United District of 
Mikir and North Cachar Hills 
(Administration) Regulation 
1951 Regulation No. X of 
1951. There is no evidence 
to show that the Karbi in­
habited areas of erstwhile 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills were 
truncated to include them in 
Mikir Hills by force.

Pakyntein in his Census 
Report of 1961 made a de­
tailed listing of the villages 
transferred from Jaintia Hills 
to the Mikir Hills which 
had Khasi-sounding names 
but were inhabited by the 
Mikir tribe. For instance, 
Umkhirmi, Umpanai, etc 
have Khasi-sounding names 
but not a single Khasi family 
lived there. It is usual for the 
language and culture of the 
ruling power to influence 
upon the subjects they ruled 
which may be manifested in 
the name of village, place, 
institution or even the way 
of life.

The boundary of Mikir 
Hills defined by Notifica­
tion No TAD/R/31/50/151 
dated the 13th April, 1951 
has stood the test of vari­
ous Constitutional amend­
ments and the notification 
No TAD/R/31/50/149, dated 
13th April, 1951 by which 
Block-I and II was trans­
ferred to Mikir Hills District 
has been validated during 
the creation of Meghalaya 
Autonomous State in 1969 
and the Meghalaya State­
hood in 1971. The galaxy of 
the leaders of Meghalaya that 
included stalwarts like BB 
Lyngdoh, Capt, W.Sangma, 
Hoover Hynniewta, Edwin- 
son Bareh, Hopingstone 
Lyngdoh, Martin Narayan 
Majaw, and many more who 
frequently visited Mikir Hills 
during the Hill State move­
ment understood the position 
of the Karbi people very well. 
The competence and articu­
lation of these leaders, who 
led to the successful creation 
of Meghalaya Statehood 
without firing a single shot 
and without having to send, 
a single leader to jail, could 
not be doubted to act if they 
had felt the need to review 
the boundary with Karbi 
Anglong.The message from 
these leaders is crystal clear: 
Karbis, Khasis and Jaintias, 
as always, will have to co­
exist in peace and harmony, 
more so with the residents 
of the 30-odd Khasi-Jaintia 
villages in Karbi Anglong 
and the 60-odd Mikir vil­
lages in Meghalaya whose 
progress and happiness much 
depend on our patience and 
mutual good behavior at the 
border. In the frequently 
troubled ethnic mosaic of the 
North-East, we can no longer 
choose our neighbor, but we 
can choose the way we treat 
and relate with each other. 
(Concluded)

[The writer studied In­
ternational Politics in JNU, 
New Delhi and has been 
elected twice to the Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous Coun­
cil. The views expressed 
are entirely his. He can be 
reached at etnoret@gmail. 
com]

winter session but also dur­
ing' frequent disturbances, 
violence and breakdown of 
law and order in Shillong 

Last but not the least, it 
is interesting to know that 
recently, the separate Garo 
State Council movement has 
vigorously intensified for 
creation of a separate Garo 
state. All these are signs and 
symptoms which indicate 
that immediate and peaceful 
separation is the only way 
out and a permanent solution 
and hence we will live like 
good neighbours and friends 
free from all anxieties.

Yours etc., 
Svetlana Wankhar 

Shillong -1

Articles and letters 
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Union budget exercise for 
funding states becomes trickier

Fiscal position of 
most states is in 
dire situation

________By Dr. Gy an Pathak
It was as crystal clear 

even during the pre-budget 
consultations of the Union 
Ministry of Finance for the 
fiscal 2023-24 on November 
25 that the fiscal positions 
of most of the states were in 
dire straits and now, when 
the budget exercise has be­
gun in right earnest, Modi 
government is finding the 
issue trickier than it was 
presumed to be.

During the pre-budget 
consultations the states fi­
nance ministers had de­
manded more funds from the 
Union Finance Minister Nir- 
mala Sitharam^n along with 
greater say in implementing 
centrally-sponsored schemes 
and an increased royalty on 
minerals.

Had if not been the last 
full budget for the Modi gov­
ernment before the general 
election 2024 in the country, 
it would have simply ignored 
the demands as it has been 
doing for the last four bud­
gets during their second term 
since 2019. Th^demands are 
old but the political situation 
demands a more careful 
handling.

It is no secret that the 
Modi government has been 
in favour of a ‘strong centre’ 
which talks about ‘one na­
tion and one ...everything’. 
They have even made such 
policies and implemented 
them in a manner that erodes 
the ‘federal structure’ of the 
country. The situation had 
found voice in the Tamil 
Nadu’s Minister of Finance 
Palanivel Thiagarajan who 
said dtiring the pre-budget 
consultations that states, cut­
ting across party lines, that 
centrally sponsored schemes 
are constraining the states’ 
fiscal autonomy since in 
some schemes states end up 
contributing large amounts 
which are more than the 
Centre’s contribution.

The Modi government 
has always tried to financial­
ly weaken the states by not 
providing eno ugh funds to 
them and has prevented them 
from raising taxes through 
implementing GST. Several 
states have demanded justice 
because they feel that the 
Modi government is not giv­
ing them their justified share 
in the tax revenue.

All these have politi­
cal implications in the pre­
election year. If the states 
are financially crippled they 
cannot perform well, espe­
cially the opposition ruled 
states, against which Modi 
led BJP can successfully 
campaign. However, if the 
opposition ruling establish­
ments are able to successful­
ly convince the people that 
they have been victimised 
by the Centre, the BJP will 
have to pay the price. Thus, 
there is every risk of creat­
ing a double-edged political 
sword that can potentially 
benefit and also harm the 
BJP, making the issue of 
the ‘amount of funding’ the 
states will receive, trickier.

Centrally sponsored 
schemes have always been 
seen as a political tool of the 
Centre through which the 
Centre plays politics right 
up to the Panchayat level. 
It should be noted that after 
implementation of three- 
tier system of governance 
in India -  Panchayati Raj, 
States, and the Centre are 
constitutionally required not 
to interfere with each other’s 
affairs. However, this has 
remained in the statute book 
only, not on the ground. Cen­
tre devises schemes from the 
top and implements it up to 
the Panchayat level only for 
doing politics while ignoring 
the rights of the local bodies 
and also the states. Centre 
does not even give weight- 
age to the say of the States 
and the Panchayats.

It is in this backdrop, that 
the states across party lines 
had demanded during the

pre-budget consultations 
that they should be given 
greater flexibility in imple­
menting centrally sponsored 
schemes. Bihar’s Minister 
of Finance has even said 
that centrally sponsored 
schemes should be limited 
as the burden on states for 
such schemes are increas­
ing, while states are fund 
starved.

Royalty for minerals are 
a major source of income for 
the country, but states have 
always been demanding for 
more royalty since minerals 
are mined from their lands 
but they are getting a pit­
tance from that in the form 
of royalty. The Centre and 
the private companies are 
benefiting the .most, while 
they remain fund starved. 
The Union Ministry of Fi­
nance is finding the demand 
too difficult to accept now, 
since several.mineral rich 
states are opposition-ruled 
which may become politi­
cally stronger with increased 
royalty.

However, the social sec­
tor is becoming victim to the 
Modi government’s strategy 
of keeping the states fund- 
starved. People have started 
cursing the Modi govern­
ment more than the state 
governments for failure in 
helping them overcome the 
present day tribulations of 
price rise, inflation, jobless­
ness, lack of social security 
and access to health services, 
medicine, diet, and even ed­
ucation for their children.

It is therefore imperative 
for the Modi government 
to keep people happy dur­
ing the pre-election year 
as well as weakening the 
opposition ruling establish­
ments in the states through 
restricted flow of funds from 
the Centre. Since the states’ 
fiscal deficits and revenue 
position are already in very 
bad shape, the flow of funds 
is demanding ever more 
careful considerations by the 
officials involved in budget 
making.

Gross fiscal deficit of the 
states for 2021-22 was Rs 
8,18,584 crore as against Rs 
9,31,652 crore in the revised 
estimate for 2020-21. Actual 
gross fiscal deficit of states 
in 2019-20 was Rs 5,24,710 
crore.

As for the gross revenue 
deficit, it was Rs 1,21,495 
crore in actual in 2019-20, 
which rose to Rs 3^95,149 
crore in 2020-21. It was 
budgeted for Rs 1,17,779 
crore for 2021 -22, and there 
'are indications that it is go­
ing to rise with the revised 
estimate. Gross primary 
deficit in 2019-20 was Rs 
1,73,322 crore which grew 
toRs5,38,301 crorein2020- 
21. Budget estimates for 
primary deficit in 2021-22 
was Rs 3,80,015 crore which 
is most likely to increase.

States own tax revenue in 
2019-20 was Rs 12,23,993 
crore which almost remained 
stagnant in 2020-21 at Rs 
12,41,117 crore. The budget 
estimate for 2021-22 was 
Rs 15,94,665 which is not 
likely to be met du6 to slow 
economic recovery.

Gross non-tax revenue 
for states was Rs 2,60,891 
crore in 2019-20 which de­
clined to Rs 2,11,453 crore 
in 2020-21. Budget estimate 
for 2021-22 was Rs 2,86,742 
which is not likely to be 
met on account of sluggish 
economic conditions.

State’s interest liabilities 
are also very high. It is 
growing rapidly from Rs 
3,51,389 crore in 2019-20 to 
Rs 3,93,351 crore in 2020- 
21 and Rs 4,38,569 crore in 
2021 -22 .

Union Finance ministry 
has to tread very carefully 
in dealing with the state fi­
nances, since it has become 
a politically sensitive issue 
for the pre-general election 
year. (1PA Service)
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“Environmentalpollution is an incurable 
disease. It can only be prevented. ”

—Barry Commoner
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People and parliament
THE three-week Winter Session of Parliament 
that started on Wednesday could perhaps be the 
last session under the same roof o f the circular, 
95-year-old, two-storied building built by the 
British Raj as the central legislative assembly 
complex. A new parliament building and com­
plex under the Central Vista project is almost 
ready. It is likely the next Budget Session will be 
held there. The 13,500 crore project that started 
in 2019, also with residences for the PM and VP, 
is set for completion in 2026

The nation is at a turning point. This is time 
for the political class to think anew about the 
way the Parliament should conduct its business. 
Political interests must take the back seat and 
national interests gain precedence. Unfortu­
nately, the reverse is the norm. Most days see the 
sittings disrupted by noisy “protests” with the 
result bills are passed and legislations made in 
a jiffy without the members putting their heads 
together or discussing matters threadbare. Each 
hour o f parliament means an expenditure o f 2.50 
crore from the exchequer, or a huge sum of 20 
crore a day, which is “drowned” mostly in the 
cacophony o f protests, politically loaded argu­
ments and counter-arguments. With television 
sets beaming the proceedings, this should not 
degenerate into a show-off. Such temptations 
may best be avoided. The Monsoon Session o f 
Lok Sabha had a productivity o f less than 50 
per cent and Rajya Sabha around 40 per cent. 
The rest o f the time was a washout. The Rajya 
Sabha met for 38 hours while 47 hours were 
drowned in disruptions. The Budget Session was 
about facts an<J figures, and it did good business. 
Former presidents and vice presidents have 
expressed serious concern over the tendency 
for disruptions but this has become part o f this 
nation’s parliamentary/legislative culture. In 
fact, a scenario is gradually shaping up wherein 
anyone with clout can get away with their act in 
any field o f public activity.

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, a 
seasoned parliamentarian, has stated on the 
eve o f the present session, "If laws are made 
in haste, then they attract judicial scrutiny. 
Therefore, we expect that all important bills are 
referred to joint/select committees, so that they 
are carefully examined. We are ready to extend 
full cooperation in parliam entary processes 
and debates." The government is seen avoiding 
legislative scrutiny and taking undue advantage 
o f the “disinterest” in the opposition benches 
for discussions. Bills are often passed without 
discussions. When laws are made this way, as 
Kharge noted, courts pick holes in them and 
even squash them. It is time both sides “work 
for the people.”

Letters to the Editor

Government’s 
indifference to 
students’ plight

Editor,
The fact that this pres­

ent MDA government is 
indifferent to the plight of 
students is evident from 
the fact that the students’ 
scholarship had been pend­
ing for years. Recently, an 
amount was released by the 
government and disbursed 
to the students. However, 
only a few students re­
ceived the scholarships. 
What about the rest who are 
anxiously waiting for their 
due share? Is this gesture 
of the government a sort 
of eyewash or an attempt 
to fool the public? If  the 
government is intent on 
clearing the scholarships of 
students, it should do it for 
all. This part disbursement 
is only creating bad feel­
ings among students.

In a family where there 
are three children studying, 
only one receives scholar­
ship what would the other 
two feel? This is unnec­
essarily creating an air of 
unease in society. It arouses 
jealousy among those who 
are deprived of the benefit. If 
students of other tribal states 
like Nagaland, Manipur, Ar- 
unachal or Mizoram are re­
ceiving regular scholarships 
and that too an amount much 
higher than what our Me- 
ghalayan students receive, it 
means that there is an allotted 
amount for scholarships with 
the government. How come 
our students are treated in 
this manner, deprived even 
of their rightful dues? This 
speaks volume of the gov­
ernment’s apathy towards 
students and towards educa­
tion in general. This attitude 
becomes evident in the fact 
that this government does not 
consider it a priority to estab­
lish a state university at the

The Mukroh horror: The 6We 
only’ attitude can go haywire
After the unfortunate 

Mukroh incident normalcy is 
almost back. The firing, kill­
ing six persons and injuring 
many others, almost soured 
the relations between Assam 
and Meghalaya at a time 
when both states are engaged 
in parleys to settle the five 
decade old border dispute. 
Assam Chief Minister, Him- 
anta Biswa Sarma may state 
otherwise but the root cause 
of the Mukroh shooting is the 
thorny border impasse. As­
sam considers Mukroh part 
of West Karbi Anglong while 
Meghalaya insists the village 
is its own. Assam has set up a 
forest check gate near Muk­
roh which Meghalaya claims 
is within its territory.

Soon after the sensational 
shooting, claims and counter 
claims emerged. In Megha­
laya the reports were that the 
Assam forest guards pursued 
a truck carrying timber from 
the village forests. Assam 
insisted the occupants of the 
truck were smugglers. Those 
killed were alleged to be 
wood lifters. In Meghalaya 
people accused the Assam 
police and the foresters of 
unprovoked firing while the 
Assam officers defended it, 
insisting the firing was in 
self-defence. Reports emanat­
ing from Meghalaya claimed 
the spot of occurrence is well 
within West Jaintia Hills 
District of Laskein Block 
and hence Assam personnel 
had no business being there 
while Assam is sure that the 
location is in its constitu­
tional boundary. That is the 
reason the OC of Jrikyndeng 
did not refer to his counter­
part in the Meghalaya side. 
Hence the border issue is 
both the remote and imme­
diate cause. Reportedly the 
people of Mukroh have been 
facing constant harassment 
from guards at the forest 
gate near the village. Anger 
was accumulated for a period 
of time. .

The truth lies somewhere 
in the middle. From reliable 
sources it is confirmed that 
deceased were not smugglers 
(certainly not all). Secondly, 
the firing was not totally un­
provoked. Sources also say 
everything was about to be 
settled. The village leaders 
and a local Member of Jaintia 
Hills Autonomous District 
Council (JHADC) were as­
sured that ‘captives’ would 
be released. However, all of 
a sudden there was a provo­
cation by someone which 
triggered the abrupt firing. 
Smuggling of wood in the 
area is also a reality.

The longstanding bound­
ary dispute between the 
neighbouring states is due 
to the complicated boundary 
definition. The North- East­
ern Areas (Reorganisation) 
Act, 1971 failed to assign a 
clear boundary not only to 
Meghalaya but also to Ar- 
unachal Pradesh, Mizoram 
and Nagaland. The Act of 
parliament that provides' 
for the establishment of the 
states of Manipur, Tripura 
and the formation of the State 
of Meghalaya and the Union 
territories of Mizoram and 
Arunachal Pradesh leaves a 
legacy of disputes between 
the ‘mother’ state, Assam and

earliest. I say this because of 
late so many of our deserving 
graduate students of the state 
have failed to secure admis­
sion in NEHU because that 
is a central university which 
has to cater to students of all 
states (although by virtue of 
affiliation, our students who 
graduated from colleges af­
filiated to NEHU should have 
been given preference).

Sad to say, there are so 
many Khasi and Garo gradu­
ates who are at a loss now not 
knowing where to turn to for 
higher studies. It looks like 
all doors of opportunity are 
closed to them. Many of them 
come from poor families and 
so they are unable to go to 
other universities where the 
fees are monstrously high. 
Does the government think 
about the plight of these poor 
students? If we were to have 
a state university, all such 
students would have been 
absorbed since a state uni­
versity would be able to give

By Albert Thyrniang
its ‘children’. Specifically 
with respect to Meghalaya, 
No. 5 of the Act states that the 
boundary of the Meghalaya 
shall be ‘the territories that 
comprised the autonomous 
State of Meghalaya formed 
under section 3 of the Assam 
Reorganisation (Meghalaya) 
Act, 1969 (55 of 1969)’ which 
in turn reads, ‘Meghalaya 
shall comprise of tribal areas 
of the United Khasi Jaintia 
Hills District and the Garo 
Hills District.’ The United 
Khasi Jaintia Hills District 
is defined by sub-paragraph 
(2) of paragraph 20 of the 
Sixth Schedule to the Con­
stitution. To make it simpler 
the Sixth Schedule states that

(now Karbi Anglong) district. 
Following an act of the As­
sembly, the Assam govern­
ment issued two notifications 
onApril 13,1951 tagging the 
two Blocks to Karbi Anglong 
for administrative conve­
nience. Meghalaya rejects 
the forceful move contending 
the areas originally belong to 
its districts, Khasi and Jain­
tia Hills. Studies have to be 
made as to why the notifica­
tions were issued. Some see 
it as a step to preserve Ka- 
ziranga which was declared 
a wildlife sanctuary 1950. 
Allegedly the population in 
and around the now riational 
park and UNESCO designat­
ed World Heritage site were

the area of the United Khasi 
Jaintia Hills District consti­
tutes the ‘kingdoms’ of the 
25 Khasi states who signed 
the Instrument of Accession 
to join with the Indian union 
in 1947. The United RhaSi 
Jaintia Hills District was later 
bifurcated into Khasi Hills 
Autonomous District Council 
(KHADC) and Jaintia Hills 
Autonomous District Council 
(JHADC). In Garo Hills there 
is Garo Hills Autonomous 
District Council (GHADC). 
The areas of these ADCs 
basically form Meghalaya’s 
constitutional boundary.

The matter should have 
been settled there. There 
should not be any more dis­
pute. But that is not the case. 
The hill state asserts that the 
territories of the ‘Syiems’ 
extend to the areas claimed 
by Assam. Denying any en­
croachment, Assam, on the 
other hand, says Meghalaya 
has no record to back its 
claims. Rendered powerless, 
the ‘Syiems’ probably were 
unable to protect their ter­
ritories. It did not help that 
post-Independence Assam 
administered Meghalaya too. 
Therefore, we now have the 
12 areas of differences (prob­
ably more) along the 885 km 
shared border.

A major part of the dis­
pute stems from the 1951 
committee’s recommenda­
tions headed by the then As­
sam chief minister, Gopinath 
Bordoloi seeking the transfer 
of Blocks I and II of Jaintia 
Hills to the then Mikir Hills

preference to local students. 
Probably our ministers and 
rich politicians do not bother 
about this issue because they 
can afford to send their chil­
dren to prestigious universi­
ties in India and abroad. I 
am terribly scandalized by 
the fact that our govern­
ment’s priority is not in place. 
The CM and other ministers 
are busy inaugurating new 
blocks and sub-divisions, 
cultural centres, Jiotels etc 
and they seem oblivious of 
the more important issue like 
education. Shillong was once 
upon a time known as the 
educational city of Northeast 
India, but today it is Guwaha- 
ti that has taken that honour. 
Elections are coming soon; it 
is time for the people of the 
state to vote on important 
issues and show the door out 
to a government that does not 
perform satisfactorily.

Yours etc., 
Barnes Mawrie sdb, 

Via email

given compensation in areas 
included in Mikir Hills.

The KHADC might have 
passed a resolution urging the 
re-transfer of Block-I and II 
areas to Meghalaya. Groups 
like the JSU might have also 
demanded for the same but 
to resolve the issue is hard. 
Kad>i Anglong will oppose 
vehemently any move of a 
re-transfer. However, for a 
long lasting peace and co­
existence probably the best 
and the wisest approach is the 
give and take policy. During 
my two year of stay in Um- 
swai (Block I, 36 km from 
Mawlasnai), I heard stories 
of how the Jaintia king used 
to come once a year in ahorse 
cart to collect taxes from his 
subjects. As the article the 
other day indicates practi­
cally the whole of the West 
Karbi Anglong might have 
been once under the Jaintia 
kingdom. Names of villages, 
places, hills, rivers, etc., sug­
gest that. However, it would 
be unwise to expect that the 
whole of it is re-attached to 
Meghalaya. It will simply not 
happen. It is much more con­
venient for Umswai villages 
and many others to remain in 
Assam. One important note! 
Nepali villages have come, 
up along the border beeause 
of the Shillong violence exo­
dus in 1979 and after. Are 
we willing to embrace the 
people we persecuted and 
committed crimes against? 
However, Pnar villages in 
Block I and Khasi villages 
in Block II are willing to

On fair 
Government 
recruitment
Editor
The contents of a letter 

under the heading " FSO 
exam outside the syllabus " 
(ST, December 7, 2022) if 
true should disturb everyone 
concerned. For candidates 
who have to answer questions 
outside the declared syllabus 
is nothing short of a flagrant 
breach of trust by a govern­
ment commission set up to 
conduct fair and transparent 
recruitment. To clarify that 
"information about the syl­
labus was not passed to the 
question paper setter and the 
question was set at the high­
est level," indicates the high­
est level of callousness and 
inefficiency. So, to restore 
some semblance of justice the 
candidates should demand 
that the exam be reconducted. 
But I doubt this will happen

belong to Meghalaya. It takes 
large hearts from both sides to 
make adjustments for a bigger 
cause. Disputes of two states 
cannot hold innocent people 
to ransom denying them their 
rights.

In the past both the state 
governments made attempts 
to resolve the stalemate. No 
tangible outcomes emerged. 
In July 2021 headway was 
made when Meghalaya chief 
minister, Conrad K Sangma 
and his Assam counterpart, 
Himanta Biswa Sarma agreed 
to move beyond the 'status 
quo1. The ‘easier’ six out of 12 
areas were taken up. The fruit 
of the constituted Regional 
.committees that went to the 
ground for consultations was 
the MoU signed on 29 March,
2022 between Assam and Me­
ghalaya before union home 
minister Amit Shah in New 
Delhi.

The second phase to re­
solve the remaining six areas 
including the complicated 
Block I and II and Langpih 
were to commence soon. The 
Mukroh firing will delay the 
process as the chief minister 
indicated.

The New Delhi pact 
was considered as a major 
achievement of the NPP-led 
MDA and the BJP govern­
ment in Meghalaya and As­
sam. respectively. While the 
Meghalaya CM hailed the 
agreement as ‘historic’ his 
Assam counter-part called 
on other states in dispute 
to emulate the two eastern 
states. Inside and outside the 
Assemblies both stated that 
only their government have 
achieved the impossible and 
declared in uncertain term to 
complete the process before 
2024 as desired by the Prime 
Minister. In Meghalaya the 
target was before the Assem­
bly election 2023*.

Amidst protests and dissat­
isfaction that many Megha­
laya villages were ‘handed’ 
over to Assam, the allegations 
that all stakeholders were 
not consulted, the demand to 
revisit the memorandum, the 
CM stood firm. The party that 
takes most of the credit is the 
NPP. Party functionaries brag 
that only its government has 
accomplished what others 
have failed. The idea is to take 
mileage before the February
2023 polls. The plan was to 
claim that only someone and 
during his term of office that 
the border issue are resolved 
once and for all. It was an 
over-ambitious move to settle 
the long and complicated 
dispute in two years. Now the 
chief minister and his party 
plefad that politics be kept out 
of the border, but it was they 
who began politicising it in 
the first place.

The attitude of indispens­
ability can go haywire. The 
state government had to deal 
with the tense situation, un­
justifiably resort to internet 
shutdown, faced the wrath of 
agitating groups, cancelled 
all festivals, contended with 
the ‘embargo’ of Assam ve­
hicles, bore the fuel shortage. 
The ‘me alone’ mentality and 
self-glorification has many 
lessons to teach us. Hope­
fully, we learn the lesson of 
interdependence.

because our young people are 
too docile and usually vent 
their frustration when they are 
among themselves.

On another note: recently 
we saw an advertisement for 
86 contractual posts of junior 
engineers. Think about it.. 
86 posts! Hence, one cannot 
rule out the possibility that 
these were initially sanc­
tioned posts or posts rendered 
vacant through retirements 
and therefore should be filled 
up as regular posts. We expect 
those who demand for an 
employment policy to dig 
deep into this or have they lost 
steam and become lethargic?

Yours etc., 
Samuel Swett 

Shillong - 2.

The election 
manifesto as a guide 

to governance
By Benjamin Lyngdoh

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

In the Meghalaya MLA/ 
MDC/MP elections of recent^ 
years, the election manifesto 
has become less significant 
or of no significance at all. 
The number of people who 
talk about it and especially 
seek and read it has declined 
manifold. Perhaps, this is 
the main reason why the 
political parties do not give 
much importance to it. Even 
if importance is given, the 
election manifesto is pre­
pared as a mere formality for 
photo-ops and publicity only. 
The parties know that hardly 
anyone will give it a serious 
thought. The voters too have 
resigned to the fact that the 
document is not meant as an 
implementation and/or moni­
toring tool. As a result, we 
tend to know less about the 
real intentions of the parties 
and how they plan taoperate 
if in government. It is time to 
reverse the .trend and tell the 
political parties to get serious 
on this matter.

To start with, an election 
manifesto represents the 
brains of a political party in 
the context of a particular 
state/region. It underlines 
the vision, mission*-values 
and purpose of a party. It 
also specifically delineates 
its principles and goals. It 
mentions specifically how 
it plans to govern on criti­
cal sectors like education, 
health, youth affairs, sports, 
environmental' protection, 
law and order, peace and 
security, etc. The formulation 
of the action plans requires 
ground research for them to 
be valid and reliable. This is 
what the voters are missing 
out on if the subject-matter of 
an election manifesto ceases 
to be taken seriously. There 
will be less information on 
the stand and policies of the 
political parties on important 
issues. It is to be noted that 
no political party remains 
the same; they always change 
and evolve with time. In such 
a case, how are we supposed 
to compare and vote? It is 
generally observed that in 
Meghalaya the voters vote on 
the basis of the qualities of a 
candidate and not the party. 
But, looking at the manner 
in which the sitting MLAs 
are changing parties, it would 
be fair to argue that the age 
old trend is starting to change 
drastically. It is because of 
this situation that the elec­
tion manifesto has become 
imperative. There is always 
talk about being an informed 
voter. In the absence of a 
manifesto, how would you 
■be informed about a political 
party’s intent?

In the elections of re­
cent years, it is found that 
the quality of discourse in 
campaign meetings has de­
clined. There is less talk on 
important issues and more on 
demeaning and deriding the 
rival candidates. The voters 
who attend such meetings 
become mere spectators to 
some monologue with no 
scope to counter-question. 
Many enjoy the bric-a-brac 
which the candidates throw at 
each other. Music and dance 
is everywhere. It is just a 
futile exercise.

This is what happens 
when there is no election 
manifesto. There is no basis 
for what the candidate/party 
says and there is no scope 
for cross-checking. There is 
no way to evaluate what the 
sitting candidate/government 
did during its term of of­
fice. When you cannot speak 
about the past then how can 
you talk about the future? 
This gap is to be bridged by 
an election manifesto. The 
optimum way of moving 
forward is that no candidate/ 
party shall be allowed to 
campaign unless they have 
a well-drawn out manifesto. 
When they speak they must 
do so on the basis of their 
own manifesto and that of 
the rival candidates. No char­
acter assassination must be 
allowed. Most importantly, 
they must not be allowed to 
talk about what they will do 
in future and make vague 
promises until and unless

there is a constituency-wise 
evaluation of what has been 
done in the last term. As vot­
ers, it is time to get radical!

The generic form of an 
election manifesto is that it 
contains policies, promises 
and plans of a party which 
would be implemented when 
it comes to power. It is time 
to tweak this understand­
ing. Just mere statements 
are not enough. The party 
must mention the strate­
gies for implementation. A 
common statement made 
in the election manifestos 
of all the political parties is 
about ‘making education and 
health sectors of Meghalaya 
better’. It is important to lay 
down the strategies of how 
they will be made better? F or 
every promise, there must be 
a well-defined strategy of 
implementation. In educa­
tion, mention what is going 
to be done about dilapidated 
educational infrastructure, 
grants to aided institutions, 
timely payment of salary 
to teachers, upgradation of 
syllabi, implementation of 
national education policy, 
2020, ete. In health, men­
tion what is going to be 
done about opening of more 
PHCs, upgrade of PHCs 
to CHCs, problems with 
mid-day meals in schools, 
etc. Then only will things 
change; Beyond that, the 
voters and the people at 
large must actively take part 
in holding the candidates 
and parties accountable. 
This starts with reading and 
analysing the manifestos 
of all the parties as and 
when they are put. Study the 
current manifestos in rela­
tion to the earlier manifesto 
and what has happened in 
Meghalaya in the last five 
years. In the process, it will 
not be surprising to find our 
choice of candidate/party 
changing.

There is also a need to 
change the means by which 
an election manifesto is 
circulated to the public. In 
addition to the print docu­
ment, it would be better if 
it is also circulated in elec-. 
tronic form. Plus, make the 
manifesto multilingual. It 
would be even better if they 
are also made in the form 
of info-graphics and video 
clips. Those who find dif­
ficulty in reading can learn 
a lot through the video clips. 
We are yet to see a political 
party which in addition to its 
own manifesto releases ‘an­
other document/clip’ which 
compares its manifesto with 
the others. Or are the par­
ties scared of over-selling 
themselves by involving in 
such an exercise? If that be 
the case then they have no 
reason to be in politics. An 
election manifesto is a guide 
to governance. The only way 
to have good governance is 
to have checks and balances. 
This can only be achieved 
if there is a tool to evaluate 
and monitor performance; 
a tool which act as a link 
between the past and future. 
The long-ignored election 
manifesto is that tool. It has 
been hiding in plain sight 
from the voters. It is time to 
recognise its value.

In the end, all of the 
above can be achieved only 
if the political parties are 
discouraged from releasing 
their manifestoes at the last 
moment. In the previous 
elections it is found that 
most parties releases them 
only a few day s before poll­
ing. How are the voters sup­
posed to read and analyse it? 
It is a ploy being played by 
all the political parties just 
to gain publicity. It would 
be better if the voters de­
mand from the parties that 
the manifestoes be released 
by December, 2022 end, so 
that by the time the election 
happens in last week Feb­
ruary/early March, 2023, 
the voters would have had 
enough time to go through 
it and make an informed 
decision.

(The writer teaches at 
NEHU; Email - benjami- 
n21 in@yahoo. co. in)
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“ We are what our thoughts have made us; 
so take care about what you think. 

Words are secondary. 
Thoughts live; they travel far. ”

— Swami Vivekananda
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BJP ego punctured
OVERALL, the results o f the three major elec­
tions have punctured the ego of the BJP, the top 

political establishment. It lost Himachal Pradesh 
to the Congress and failed to retain power in 

Delhi’s Municipal Corporation (MCD), where 
the AAP triumphed. The Congress has proven 

it still has the power to punch. For the BJP, the 
two humiliating defeats took the shine off its 

grand victory in Gujarat, the home turf of the 
Modi-Shah combine. Significantly, the party's 
defeat in Himachal Pradesh should shame its 
president JP Nadda more than the saffron outfit. 
He could not help the party even in his home 
state and in the MCD directly under his nose. 
Question is, with what face can he preside over 
the party now. To argue that no party in power 
could retain it for a second term in Himachal 
for four decades is, by itself, no consolation to 
him or the BJP.

It is no secret that the BJP retains its halo 
in Gujarat by virtue mainly of the hold Prime 
Minister Modi has on the people there. This, 
it now turns out, is region-specific as Modi’s 

campaign didn’t help the party in Himachal; 
and the people of capital Delhi turned their back 
on not just the BJP but on Modi too. This had 

happened in Bengal too. The writing is on the 
wall. BJP claimed the party that runs the central 

government is better placed to deliver in terms 
o f Delhi’s developmental aspirations. Yet, the 
party failed to rise to the people’s expectations 
when it ran the civic body for the past 15 years. A 

perception is that the BJP is increasingly becom­
ing an establishment party like the Congress. Its 
leaders do not have an ear to the ground. The 
party is zealously promoting vested interests, 
mainly the hangers-on in the corridors o f power. 
Instead o f doing the legwork or addressing the 
people’s problems, its leaders put on airs and 
depended on the image o f the PM to win votes. 
AAP proved yet again to be the party o f the or­
dinary people -  even as over 60 per cent o f the 
newly elected councillors are “crorepatis.”

Delhi, which was once dominated by afflu­
ent Punjabis, bureaucrats and power-wielders, 
had undergone a major demographic shift. It is 
today populated largely by a workforce from 
many states, including large numbers o f youths 
from the North-East. The ranks o f the ordinary 
people have swollen. Also, the voting percent 
was just 51. These were Advantage AAP - and it 
triumphed despite a ward delimitation exercise 

and merger o f civic bodies.

Letters to the Editor

Performance 
of Meghalaya 
Cricket Team

Editor,
The performance of the 

Meghalaya cricket team in 
the recently concluded BCCI 
tournaments is really appall­
ing. This includes not only 
the senior team but also the 
teams for the under-25, un­
der -19 as well as the under- 
16 teams. Their performance 
is so bad that it really hurt me 
as a big follower of cricket 
and who always follows the 
performance of our team 
whenever they play in differ­
ent tournaments conducted 
by the BCCI. I know it is not 
easy to compete with other 
state teams from mainland 
India but to be beaten by 
such huge margins in each 
and every match in all age 
categories is very hard to 
digest. No doubt we once 
won against Mumbai in a 
T20 tournam ent in 2019 
as well as against Jammu

Budget & Finances
Meghalaya’s Chief Min­

ister has a rocking CV. His 
Bachelors Degree in Busi ­
ness Administration was on 
entrepreneurial management 
from the noted W harton 
Business School, University 
o f Pennsylvania. He iater 
completed his MBA with 
specialisation in Finance 
from Imperial College Lon­
don. Unfortunately, business 
schools don’t train people in 
managing public finances 
where the success o f an 
investment is not weighed 
by monetary gains but by 
the number of people lifted 
out of poverty, where and 
what quality of roads are 
constructed, what educa­
tional gains are made in 
terms of schools, colleges 
and universities built and the 
educational outcomes from 
those institutions. B-Schools 
also don’t teach that health 
and nutrition are social sec­
tor investments whose out­
comes cannot be measured 
monetarily but by human

B  v P a tr ic ia  M u k h im

people. Sadly, he leads a state 
where most people prefer to 
remain silent or to just gossip 
about corruption.

In recent times several 
questions have been raised 
by the Trinamool Congress 
( PMC) on the manner in 
which externally aided proj­
ects (EAPs) have been util­
ised m Meghalaya. The TMC 
took pot-shots at Mr Vijay 
Kumar who was behind the 
initiation of the Company - 
The Meghalayan Age Ltd. 
Mr Kumar has not clarified 
if the Company was formed 
under the Companies Act 
195 1. i f  so, it is bound by the 
law. Hence the shareholding 
pattern, audited statement of 
accounts, board of directors, 
details of the Company Sec­
retary,. annual general meet­
ing resolution, board meeting 
minutes etc., all-have to Jie 
put up in the public domain. 
But on visiting the company

are Chartered Accountants 
appointed by the govern­
ment. Further the employees 
in a private government com­
pany are not civil servants. 
The personnel policies are 
regulated according to the 
articles of association.

Most often as in the ease 
of The Meghalayan Age Ltd 
the management of the com­
panies is generally managed 
by administrative service 
officers who often l.ack ex­
perience in managing the 
business organization on 
professional lines. Hence 
in most cases, they fail to 
achieve the required effi­
ciency levels and objectives 
of their creation.

The policies and man­
agement of these compa­
nies generally keeps on 
changing with the change 
of gov'ernment. Frequent 
change of rules, policies, 
and procedures leads to an

ses is required for other 
EAPs too. There are many 
overlapping activities out of 
these EAPs with the exist­
ing schemes of Government 
of India (Gol), whether that 
be for rural financing, ag­
ricultural activities, water 
resources, forestry, liveli­
hoods, rural roads etc. The 
question that arises is why 
the implementation of cen­
tral schemes is so shoddy 
in Meghalaya even while 
EAPs are also thriving. Me­
ghalaya prefers to use the 
EAP instead of Gol Rind­
ing as monitoring is more 
stringent and compliance are 
tougher such as production 
of utilisation certificates, 
release in tranches, comple­
tion certificate etc. EAPs on 
the contrary are easy money 
with little to no monitoring 
or oversight.

If in the past the EAPs in 
Meghalaya could be imple­
mented through MBDA, 
MBMA under the aegis of 
Planning Department then

development indiccs.
Conrad Sangma would 

have made a good corporate 
CEO and managed the fi­
nances of a company excel­
lently because companies 
work for pr.ofit. A financial 
manager that does not rake 
in profits for the com pa­
ny - in other words for the 
shareholders who invest in 
it- would soon lose his job. 
Companies pay good money 
for a financial expert because 
he is the pivot around which 
the company revolves and on 
which lies the onus of raising 
the company’s stature. And 
the stature of any company is 
judged by its financial status. 
The world is talking of Elon 
Musk because he has dollars 
to back him up. Whether it is 
acquiring Twitter and other 
influential companies Musk 
has done it all.

Alas! Conrad Sangma 
is not running a company 
with a limited number of 
employees and shareholders. 
He is running a state with 
a population of 3.4 million 
where each individual must 
feel the impact of financial 
investments made by the 
mother company - th e  Gov­
ernment of India. The crores 
that come in must be put to 
good use and every penny 
must be accounted for. But 
that is the point of departure 
between running a company 
and being the head of a state. 
As the C hief M inister of 
Meghalaya Conrad Sangma 
must be audited regularly 
for his performance by the

,website one cannot glean 
much information except 
that it has a paid up capital 
of Rs lscrore. Since this is

■ a government .company the 
paid-up capital is. from the 
government coffers..

A government company 
is one. iii which the State. 
Government holds 51% or 
more of the paid-up capital. 
Government Company, also 
called a  public enterprise 
or state enterprise work’s in 
the same pattern that other 
companies. registered under 
the Com panic*; Act do. It 
has a separate legal entity. It 
can sue and be sued and can 
acquire piroperty iri its name. 
One important aspect about 
Government companies at 
the state level is that their 
annual reports are required to 
be presented in the Assembly 
and in case of central gov­
ernment held companies the 
reports are-to be presented 
in parliament. Has the report 
o f The M eghalayan Age 
limited been put before the 
Assembly and discussed? If 
not, why not?

A government company 
is also managed"by a Board 
of Directors. All the' Di­
rectors or the majority of 
Directors are appointed by 
the government, depending' 
upon the extent of private 
'participation. In the case of 
The Meghalayan Age Ltd 
it is not known if there is 
private participation. The ac­
counting and audit practices 
are similar to those of private 
enterprises, and the auditors

and Kashmir in this year’s 
Syed Mushtaq AH Trophy, 
but these wins cannot over­
shadow the fact that there 
is something wrong in the 
affairs of Meghalaya cricket. 
Now who will answer for 
such embarrassing perfor­
mances? No doubt it is The 
Meghalaya Cricket Associa­
tion who will have to take the 
blame for this.

I really sympathize with 
the players who went and 
played without much prepa- - 
ration and who don’t have 
better practice facilities com­
pared with other states of 
India. But what about the 
money that the BCCI sent to 
the Meghalaya Cricket Asso­
ciation? Is the money being 
used for the development 
of players especially Junior 
cricket ? Was the money 
used to build infrastructures 
for better facilities so that 
players can practice through­
out the year? Is sending the 
players to Pondicherry for 
a preparatory camp making 
them competitive enough

to compete with the best 
domestic teams in India? It 
is not that I expect my state 
team to win all the lime but 
I want our state team to at 
least compete since winning 
and -losing is part of the 
game. 1 don’t think that The 
Meghalaya Cricket Associa­
tion conducted a review after 
the end of each and every 
tournament. I don’t care 
what the MCA does with the 
money but as a big follower 
of cricket I want to see better 
facilities for our players.

Long time back the As­
sam cricket association b e - . 
fore the start of the Ranji 
Trophy, used to send their 
state team to play in The 
Buchi Babu tournament 
conducted by the Tamil Nadu 
cricket association to prepare 
their players for the season 
ahead. The question >• why 
can’t Meghalay a do the 
by sending our team to at 
least play in tournaments m 
West Bengal or in Assam so 
that our batsmen can p!ay 
against better bowler* and

our bowlers can bowl to 
better batsmen? This is the 
only way for our players to 
improve. To be blunt 1 don’t 
even think that our state 
team can win against a top 
club cricket team in Assam. 
1 don't think that our players 
lack ability but I think we 
don’t have a proper structure 
to develop our cricket and 
1 believe that Meghalaya 
Cricket Association should 
come up with a better in­
frastructure to develop and 
improve cricket especially at 
the junior level so that in four 
or five years time we can see 
our teams competent enough 
to compete with others.

• 1 want to remind the Me­
ghalaya-Cricket Association

unhealthy situation that mars 
the business enterprise. The 
Meghalaya Basin Develop­
ment Agency too became 
a company -  Meghalaya 
Basin Management Agency 
(MBMA). It is learnt that 
most external funding agen­
cies prefer to' fund states that 
show innovation and The 
Meghalaya Age Ltd has been 
much appreciated as a verti­
cal for international funding 
for various projects that the 
company takes up -  through 
the much touted externally 
aided projects.

The questions today is 
how have these EAPs fared. 
Let’s just take an example of 
Megha-LAMP. The project 
is worth Rs 811 crores. The 
project timeline is from 2014 
to 2022: Any EAP doesn’t 
extend beyond 5 years. In 
this case up to September
2021 an expenditure of only 
46% has been incurred. And 
forget about thephysical out­
put/ outcome which again is , 
a grey area. Has the Interna­
tional Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) or the 
Ministry of Finance taken 
stock of this EAP? Out of 
Rs 811 crore IFAD is giving 
only 298 crores. There is a 
bank loan of Rs 146 crore. 
Who is servicing, this bank 
loan? Definitely, the Govern­
ment of Meghalaya! May 
we ask the rate of interest 
for this loan? All this debt 
burden will have an impact 
on the future generation of 
Meghalaya.

A similar kind of analy-

in Meghalaya.
Yours etc., 

Vincent Thangkhiew, 
Via email

Issues over 
Laban Post

Office

that there are scores of
iowers of  cricket in Megha- 
ktva and that from next year 
onwards we as eotnnu: • 
ted fans expect that MCA 
should take the initiative 
to overhaul (he old system, 
and to come up with a new 
sv'iem and a toad iuup ior 
the i mp r o v e , • ■ > f  or.ck-.t

Editor,
The post office is un­

doubtedly art important pub­
lic service provider and cov­
ers every nook and comer of 
the country. Unfortunately 
there is no post office within 
the jurisdiction of Laban 
which has Post office is 
undoubtedly an important 
public service provider and 
are covering the masses at 
every nook and comer of the 
country'. Unfortunately there 
is no post office within the 
jurisdiction of Laban which 
has been shifted and is now 
operating under General 
Posl office of Shillong. I 
vividlv remember the day 
which was Ju ly 202 ] when I 
had Ui send a parcel . It took 
almost an hour to reach the

what was the need of creat­
ing one more company in the 
name of The Meghalayan 
Age Limited? The rai'son 
d'etre should be made known 
to the public, particularly 
when the same directors of 
previous companies are-the 
current directors. Then there 
was also the issue of giving 
contract to the firm of the 
spouse of the CEO. The 
whole thing smacks of oli­
garchy and nepotism.

Every State including, 
those from the North East 
has an EAP kitty with the 
Ministry of Finance which, 
should be used with utmost 
prudence. Projects with 
clear deliverables and tan­
gible outcomes have to be 
designed and proposed. It 
is time to evaluate all the 
EAPs being implemented in 
Meghalaya under different 
acronyms and to see whether 
the outcomes are as stated at 
the time of making the loan 
proposals.

From the look of things in 
Meghalaya, especially in ru­
ral Jaintia Hills, West Khasi 
Hills and Garo Hills and its 
shameful socio-ecOnomic in­
dicators which are today the 
subject of discussion across 
the country, including that of 
Meghalaya being the poor­
est state, not much has been 
delivered oh the ground by 
the EAPs. So where has the 
money gone? Who are the 
beneficiaries? It's time for the 
people of Meghalaya to ask 
these pertinent questions.

post office owing to traffic 
snarls. Totally drenched in 
rain I puffed to go upstairs 
but I was told that they don't 
accept bookings for parcels. 
It took another hour to stand 
in a queue at the General 
Post Office counter.

Very recently when I went 
to Laban post office (still op­
erating under General Post 
office building)with a friend 
an elderly lady in her seven­
ties, she huffed and puffed 
and complained that the post 
office is "sometimes up and 
sometimes down"

Is the media aware of 
this? Will the concerned 
authorities of the Postal De­
partment take concrete steps 
to serve the public residing 
under Laban locality.

Yours etc., 
Ram Nath 
Via email

A rtic le s  and le tte rs  
appearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Sh illong  Times

public life needs 
urgent halt

_____ By Dr Oishee Mukherjee
Corruption has for long 

been a subject of much de­
bate and ways and means 
of its eradication have been 
outlined by various organi­
sations and experts. But 
unfortunately, political cor­
ruption in India has shown 
an upwards trend with cen­
tralization of power at the 
helm. Thus, it can very well 
be said corruption in public 
life is a means of obtaining 
personal benefit through il­
licit means and the abuse of 
public office and property.

This is demonstrated by 
the increasing wealth of 
political personalities all 
over the country. A few 
days back the Association 
for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR) survey revealed that 
the average assets of the can­
didates for the first phase of 
Gujarat polls have gone up 
by 44 percent this time from 
Rs 2 crore in 2017 to Rs 2.9 
crore this year. Party-wise, 
the average assets increased 
from Rs 10 crore to Rs 13.4 
crore for the BJP, from Rs
8 crore for Congress to Rs ■ 
8.4 crore and from Rs 1 
crore to Rs 2 crore for AAP. 
The repeat candidates have 
reported a significant rise 
in their asset*. This clearly 
reveals that being in power 
helps in increasing wealth 
and it is very much the case 
of India.

Another form of corrup­
tion has been the seizure of 
hundreds of crores of rupees 
in the homes of politicians 
in West Bengal, leading to 
possibly the biggest educa­
tional scam in recent years 
pertaining to the appoint­
ment of school teachers, 
non-teaching staff in schools 
etc. in the state. It needs to 
be pointed out here that all 
this has come to light only 
due to a meritorious and bold , 
judge of the Calcutta High 
Court. The education sys­
tem it seems has collapsed 
because the political class 
and even some professors 
and teachers are going all 
out to make that extra buck.
It is also in this state that a 
top-level politician of the 
ruling party, engaged in cow 
smuggling to neighbouring 
Bangladesh and related il­
legal activities, was found to 
turn black money into white 
through forcibly grabbing 
the first prize lottery ticket 
from the genuine winner.

Thus, corruption in pub­
lic life sadly has been very 
much manifest as politicians 
are indulging in unethjeal 
behaviour and there is abuse 
of public office and property. 
Similarly, private-sector cor­
ruption is all about making 
unjust profits by exploiting 
employees and consumers 
while skirting government 
regulations. It may not be 
wrong to say that corruption 
exists in every sector and at 
every level of government 
in the country.'It has been 
manifest that the number 
of people in the public and 
private sectors employing 
corrupt methods and unfair 
methods has been on the 
rise and reports have con­
firmed it. As per a research 
conducted by Transparency 
International way back in 
2005, over 62 percent of 
Indians have paid a bribe to 
a public official at some time 
in their lives. Another report 
from 2008 found that about 
half of Indians had first-hand 
experience paying bribes or 
using contacts to get services 
from government agencies. 
The Corruption Perception 
Index (CPI) ranked the coun­
try 78th out of 180 countries 
in 2018, indicating a steady 
decline in public perception 
of corruption.

Ind ia’s government, 
whichever it may be, and po­
litical parties are notorious 
in corruption scandals. The 
political class is entangled 
in corruption for a number 
of causes, which include the 
social fibre changing, a lack 
of good education, sincerity 
and work culture, lack of 
genuine involvement with 
the masses and little incen­
tive to work honestly and 
diligently. In India, anyone 
can enter politics and form 
a political party, like perhaps 
other countries; and need not 
have educational qualifica­

tions as these are not part of 
the eligibility criteria. Min­
isters have been appointed 
who have never had school 
education arid are not well- 
versed with the politics and 
the political system. Besides, 
there is a rise in number of 
people who are well-known 
political leaders who have 
been convicted of a crime.

Only candidates who 
meet minimum educational 
requirements and have a 
clean criminal record should 
be allowed to run for pub­
lic office. After winning 
the election, the candidates 
should go through some 
form of training to be able 
to handle numerous roles 
and responsibilities that 
are given to them. A well- 
educated and well-trained 
individual in all probability 
could lead the country more 
effectively tjian others. For 
everything, there must be 
a set policy, and ministers’ 
activities must be watched 
by the higher authorities and 
ensure they are going by the 
rule book. '

Corruption is less fre­
quent in a society where '  
people are educated, and 
the awareness level is high. '■ 
The vast majority of people 
still do not recognise the 
value of education, which 
contributes to an increase 
in corruption, which is also 
a result of unbridled greed 
and increased market com­
petitiveness. People have ; 
become exceedingly self­
ish, jealous and arrogant in 
recent years, all as a result 
of induction of materialistic 
values in society.

Corruption has well-es­
tablished causes. *It is be­
lieved that identifying the 
root of an issue is half the 
battle won. Rather than de­
bating the issue repeatedly, it 
is now time to seek for an­
swers. The government and 
civil society must rid India 
of corruption. It is easier said 
than done. Apart from the 
thrust on education, there’s a 
need for reigniting value sys­
tem, which has over decades 
got eroded. We as a people 
need to fight corruption and 
not fall a prey to unscrupu­
lous tendencies, which are 
rampant in society.

People and those in pow­
er; who engage in corrupt 
practices such as receiving 
and offering bribes, using 
unlawful jneans to build 
their enterprises, acquir­
ing black money, and other 
■advantages that.they do not 
have legal access to, must 
face harsh penalties. They 
must be made accountable. 
Sting operations have in the 
past been successful in ex­
posing the corrupt- wheth­
er politicians, bureaucrats, 
businessmen or individuals 
in various industries, and 
should be encouraged. These 
operations will not only 
expose corrupt individuals, 
butshail deter others from 
engaging in such behaviour. 
Each of us must accept it as a 
personal obligation to follow 
the proper procedure for get­
ting things done rather than 
paying bribes to get things 
done or avoid fines.

There hangs a big ques­
tion mark whether corrup­
tion can be reduced. There is 
a need for certain measures 
that could be taken for which 
strong political will and de­
termination is necessary to 
transform the country. Only 
raising education levels may 
not help, unless the judicial 
system is strengthened at all 
levels to take up eases of 
corrupt practices and those 
indulging in fast track mode. 
Dispensation of justice must 
be prompt as it will act as 
a deterrent. The Election 
Commission must have its 
machinery in place too and 
ensure that its officers are 
not pliable or coerced.

While our political lead­
ers and governments talk of 
transparency and account­
ability, the ground reality 
is different. Corruption is 
eating into the system. For 
an emerging economy like 
India, it stands in the way 
of a balanced development 
and inclusive growth. For 
if becoming ,rich is the aim, 
it is the masses who suffer. 
— IN F A
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Coal issue: State as offender
THE illegal mining o f coal has never stopped 
since 2014 when the National Green Tribunal 
banned rat hole mining on account o f the pol­
lution it was causing to downstream residents 
in Assam who depend on rivers flowing from 
Jaintia Hills for their sustenance. Also rat hole 
mining violates the human rights o f coal miners, 
many o f whom have been buried alive due to 
sudden flooding o f mines. Many o f these cases 
have gone unreported until 15 coal miners were 
buried alive inside a coal mine in Ksan, East 
Jaintia Hills in November 2018. Since then the 
NGT has tried in vain to bring to light the ille­
gal coal mining which flouts all environmental 
norms and violates the Mines and Minerals 
Development and Regulation Act 1957. This 
Act was further amended in March 2021 thereby 
lowering the bar in mining regulations. The 
amended Act removes the distinction between 
captive mines reserved for end use and non-cap­
tive mines. The Act allows captive mines to sell 
up to 50% o f annual mineral production in the 
open market after meeting their own needs.

Further there is provision for a statutory body- 
the National Mineral Exploration Trust (NMET) 
which will oversee the functioning of the mining 
sector. The Act introduces an index-based mech­
anism by developing a National Mineral Index 
(NMI) fo be used for various statutory payments 
and for future auctions. In the old Act when the 
mining lease is transferred to a new lessee the 
statutory clearances issued to the previous lessee 
are transferred for a period of two years only. 
The new lessee needs to obtain fresh clearances 
within the two years. The amended Act changes 
this provision. It makes the transferred statutory 
clearances valid throughout the lease period o f 
the new lessee.

Under the amended Act the participation 
o f private players in mining operations with 
enhanced technology is permitted. Most im­
portantly, if  the State Government is not able to 
complete the auction process within a specified 
time, the Central Government may take over 
and conduct such an auction. The Act also says 
that mines (other than coal, lignite, and atomic 
minerals) whose lease has expired, may be allo­
cated to a government company in certain cases. 
With so many concessions having been made 
it is ironic that the Government o f Meghalaya 
is resistant to adopting the MMDR Act and le­
galising the coal trade simply because it wants 
to appease the coal mafia in the Government. 
Even the continued operation of the coke units 
and ferro-alloy plants show that coal is being 
mined illegally and that all presentations made 
before the High Court are facetious. When the 
State turns rogue the judiciary has to blow the 
whistle. •

Letters to the Editor

FIFA World Cup 2022: Why it 
will be memorable and significant
The FIFA World Cup

2022 kicked off in the A1 
Bayt Stadium in Qatar on 
November 20, 2022, as the 
thirty-minute Opening Cer­
emony wowed billions of 
football fans worldwide.
A number of distinguished 
guests and celebrities at­
tended the ceremony, includ­
ing Oscar-winning actor 
Morgan Freeman, K-pop star 
Jung Kook from BTS, South 
Korea, and our very own 
Vice-President of India, Jag- 
deep Dhankar. The opening 
exchange between Freeman 
and the young Qatari Ghanim 
Al-Muftah highlights the 
power of football to bring 
people of diverse nationali­
ties and cultural backgrounds 
together. Freeman stated,
“What unites us is greater 
than what divides us. We are 
one big tribe, and the Earth 
is our tent. Together, we can 
make the call for everyone 
to unite.”

Twelve years since it re­
ceived hosting rights, Qatar 
has been in the spotlight 
for a variety of reasons.
From the exponential 
expenditure incurred on 
developing infrastructure, 
amounting to more than 
200 billion dollars, to 
criticisms over the plight 
of the migrant workers in- * 
volved in the construction 
of stadiums, a poor record 
on LGBTQ+ rights, and 
purported corruption in­
volved during the bidding 
process, the 2022 World 
Cup has been a nightmare ■
for its host, Qatar. De­
spite all these issues and 
concerns, the tournament 
also offers lots of excitement 
and zeal.

First, this World Cup is 
historic, as the largest sport­
ing event in the world has 
finally arrived in the Middle 
East and Arab world. Al- 
jazeera reported, “It is our 
time to shine." Time maga­
zine asserts that this World 
Cup provides a rare time of 
Arab unity. It is a major occa­
sion for the unification of an 
area that shares deep linguis­
tic, cultural, and religious 
traditions, but is plagued by 
political partisanship.

Second, it is the largest 
sporting event post-pan- 
demic. The postponed 2022 
Tokyo Olympics concluded 
with a number of restrictions 
and constraints. The absence 
of spectators, the prohibi­
tion on singing and chant­
ing during competitions, 
and the requirement that all 
competitors wear masks at 
all times rendered the event 
unpopular and disappoint­
ing in many ways. After 
two years of combating the 
COVID pandemic with rig­
orous measures in the form 
of lockdowns and social 
distancing, this World Cup 
allows people of different 
ethnicities, cultures, genders, 
races, and ages the opportu­
nity to overcome isolation 
and unite in celebration of 
the sport.

Third, this quadrennial 
competition will be the "fi-

By Thanggouleh Kipgen
nal hurrah" for several of 
the sport's greatest legends. 
Some of the biggest stars in 
the sport, including Neymar 
Jr, Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel 
Messi, Karim Benzema, 
Manuel Neuer, Luka Modric, 
Robert Lewandowski, Sergio 
Busquets, and Thiago Silva, 
will dance in their final mo­
ments. The potential absence 
of these talents at the subse­
quent World Cup makes this 
year all the more significant 
and exciting. The 2022 FIFA 
World Cup will undoubtedly 
be unique and historically 
significant.

Fourth, Jungkook, a 24- 
year-old member of BTS, 
sung the official FIFA song, 
"Dreamers," making him the 
first Asian artist to perform 
the official FIFA anthem. 
The BTS fanbase, com­
monly known as the BTS 
ARMY, has been effusive in 
its admiration of Jungkook's

interested in competing in 
the 1951 Asian Games and 
the 1952 Helsinki Olympics. 
The second excuse was that 
there were insufficient funds 
to travel to Brazil, which 
seems implausible given that 
FIFA was willing to cover the 
trip expenses. Another story 
stated that FIFA prohibited 
the Indian squad from play­
ing without footwear. Since 
1950, India has not qualified 
for the World Cup for what­
ever reason.

Historically, India had 
performed well in interna­
tional competitions, reaching 
the Olympic semi-finals in 
1956, winning gold at the 
Asian Games in 1962, plac­
ing third in 1958 and second 
in 1970, and coming second 
in the AFC Asian Cup in 
1964. After the 1980s, there 
was a gradual decline in 
football in India. The rise of 
cricket and India's victory in

performance. "Dreamers" 
also broke the record for the 
fastest official FIFA World 
Cup song to reach number 
one on the iTunes Top Songs 
chart in at least 102 countries. 
Spectators around the world 
cheered not just to celebrate 
BTS, but also to celebrate the 
rising profile of Asian talents 
and excellence)

Last butnot least, with ru­
mours that Al-Nassr, a Saudi 
Arabian club,- has given 
Cristiano Ronaldo a massive 
contract, the Ronaldo-Messi 
rivalry in world football -is 
likely to end in Qatar. As­
suming this transfer goes 
through, Ronaldo and Messi 
will never face each other in 
a major tournament again 
until the 2026 World Cup. 
Both Ronaldo (now 37) and 
Messi (now 35) are probably 
too old to play in the next 
tournament. If destiny is on 
our side, Portugal and Argen­
tina will face each other in 
the Final if they win all their 
remaining matches. Who de­
serves to be called the GOAT, 
the Greatest Of All Time? 
Let the whole world see and 
judge for themselves.

FIFA World Cup 
and India 

India qualified for the 
1950 FIFA World Cup but 
did not compete for unknown 
reasons. One explanation 
was that India did not view 
the FIFA World Cup as a 
priority since it was more

the 1983 cricket world cup 
was a major factor. As one 
6f the authors of "Awaken­
ing the Blue Tigers," Gaurav 
Gala, explained: "Winning 
the 1983 Cricket World Cup 
in England was a major 
turning point for the sport 
in India. Four years later* 
we hosted the World Cup 
in India, which brought it to 
the attention of, the Indian 
public”. In India, cricket 
eventually supplanted all 
other sports. Today, India 
has a FIFA ranking of 106, 
which is significantly lower 
than Iran (20), Japan (24), 
South Korea (28), Qatar 
(50), and Saudi Arabia (51), 
which represented Asia in 
this competition.

Every football fan wants 
to know, "When will In­
dia, called 'the Blue Tigers,' 
compete in the World Cup?" 
India has an abundance of 
football talents and a huge 
fan base. During each world 
cup, one can observe a large 
fan base that supports coun­
tries such as Argentina, Por­
tugal, Germany, and Brasil, 
among others, and would 
do anything to demonstrate 
their devotion for the game. 
This year in Kerala, a group 
of friends purchased an old 
house for Rs 23 lakh in 
order to watch the World 
Cup together; a brawl broke 
out between Brazil and Ar­
gentina fans and loyalists 
erecting enormous cutouts

BJP’s flip- 
flop drama in 

Meghalaya
Editor,
1 watched the local online 

news channels yesterday 
where the Meghalaya BJP 
President, Ernest Mawrie is 
finding fault with the FOCUS 
and PRIME programmes 
initiated by the NPP-led 
MDA Government of which 
the BJP is an integral part. 
This means that the BJP 
too can distribute the same 
freebies to it’s constituents if 
it wishes to. In fact, Conrad 
Sangma must be praised for 
having the political acumen 
to distribute all these freebies 
since the past six months 
or so. Now people are used 
to getting free money so 
they will definitely vote the 
NPP back to power. There 
is no doubt about that. Who 
doesn’t want money that is 
not accounted for? The BJP 
President claims that the 
NPP is using the resources 
pumped in by the Modi Gov­
ernment and therefore cannot

claim credit for the schemes. 
Mawrie should know that 
all the money in the public 
treasury comes from tax 
payers and from GST apart 
from other revenue channels 
to which the states are also 
entitled to get their share in 
a federal system.

This blame game being 
played among the coalition 
partners at the fag end of the 
MDA government, fools no 
one. The BJP is as much to 
be blamed for all the scams 
in the past five years just as 
it will also earn praise for 
what the MDA government 
has achieved. So the BJP and 
its cohorts should not take 
the voting public of Megha­
laya to be so dim-witted that 
they can be fooled again and 
again.

The M eghalaya BJP 
President also gave a press 
briefing about the elections 
in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh as if people don’t 
know how to judge the elec­
tion results without him 
educating us. He of course 
did not speak about the MCD 
polls in Delhi which the AAP 
swept. And when asked as 
to how the BJP can keep

blaming the MDA govern­
ment of which it is a part and 
why the Party is not pulling 
out, Mawrie has nothing of 
substance to say. Even the 
question about BJP naming 
its candidates was answered 
in an equivocal manner. At 
one time we used to blame 
the Congress for the High 
Command culture. Now the 
State BJP here too has to wait 
for the High Command to 
name the candidates.

Deputy Chief Minister, 
Prestone Tynsong is quite 
right when he says that the 
BJP keeps barking but does 
not bite. If  you;ask me, 
most people find the BJP 
in Meghalaya to be quite 
leaderless. Those who are 
capable of leading the Party 
are not visible. Sometime 
ago a retired Indian Forest 
Service officer was named 
as the Spokesperson of the 
BJP but we never hear him 
briefing the press regularly 
and in a more informed man­
ner. Even AL Hek seems to 
have taken a backseat and is 
not seen at press briefings. It 
does not look as if all is well 
in the Meghalaya BJP. While 
Bernard Marak and other

BJP members in Garo Hills 
seem to be making strides, 
in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
that is far from happening. 
It is amusing therefore to 
hear Mawrie claiming that 
BJP will form the Govern­
ment in Meghalaya in 2023. 
That is at best a pipe dream. 
Politicians are expected to 
back up their claims with 
concrete examples because 
we the people are not fools 
to be taken for a ride.

Yours etc., 
John R Nengnong, 

Via email

Election 
results signs 
of a mature 
democracy

Editor,
Results of the recent elec­

tions are an indicator of 
a mature democracy. In a 
mature democracy there is 
no place for caste, creed or 
religion. Only development 
matters along with national 
interest and integrity of the

country. In Gujarat how 
electioneering was vitiated 
by using unparliamentary 
language is in bad taste. In 
Uttar Pradesh to pay respect 
to late Mulayam Singh there 
should had been unopposed 
election but his daughter in 
law Dimple Yadav won the 
election comfortably. Ja­
nata Dal(U) lost the election 
which is a lesson for Nitish 
Kumar who has the habit 
of changing political align­
ments. Rampur seat was won 
by BJP with huge margin 
which testifies that action 
taken against Azam Khan 
was correct and it is a lesson 
for other politicians also not 
to use unparliamentary lan­
guage in politics. In the Mu­
nicipal Corporation election 
of Delhi the message is very 
clear. The public is tired of 
corruption by BJP corpora­
tors. As far as the Congress 
Party is concerned it is time 
of introspection as to why 
the party failed miserably in 
Gujarat. Results in Gujarat 
indicate that BJP will easily 
win the parliament elections 
in 2024 if the opposition par­
ties fail to come together as 
a united front. The Congress

of Neymar, Ronaldo, and 
Messi. In the Northeast, 
hundreds of supporters don­
ning jerseys oftheir favourite 
player and country partici­
pated in rallies, and offered 
Christian prayers for their 
favourite player and team. 
Even though India is not 
a participating squad, one 
may be astonished by the 
level of football enthusiasm 
in India.

Despite its current state, 
Indian football has plenty 
of potential for improve­
ment. Firstly, India has a 
population of 1.4 billion, 
therefore picking the best tal­
ents to represent the country 
shouldn't be difficult. Sec­
ondly, the country already 
has the kind of passion and 
love for the game that is 
most evident during every 
World Cup; all it needs is 
a trigger and a "road map" 
to realise this dream. Does 
India need a trigger to change 
the course of football the 
way it did for cricket when 

they won the World Cup in 
1983 or when they "hosted 
the Cricket World Cup in 
1987? With installation of 
the new All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) leader­
ship recently after FIFA’s 
suspension and the 'road 
map' for Indian football to 
be completed by December 
2022, Indian football is at 
a pivotal juncture.

Indian youths may be 
encouraged to pursue a 
career in football by the re­
cent success of the Indian 
Super League (ISL) and the 
substantial investment in 
clubs and players. FIFA is 

also taking an active interest 
in fostering football's growth 
in India, knowing well that 
participation of a country 
like India in the World Cup 
will only benefit the sport. 
Developing fundamental 
infrastructures like training 
facilities, yOuth academies;’ 
and state-of-the-art stadi­
ums; training and licensing 
coaches and match officials; 
establishing full-fledged ju­
nior and senior leagues; and 
promoting women's football 
are essential for the growth 
of football in India.

The existing five spots 
for the Asian region at the 
World Cup will be boosted 
by three more additions for 
the subsequent event,.pro­
viding India with a great 
opportunity to qualify The 
country's estimated 200 mil­
lion football fans would love 
to cheer for the Blue Tigers 
at the 2030 World Cup, if not 
in 2026. All Indians eagerly 
anticipate the day when they 
will be able to root for their 
own country in the world's 
greatest sporting event. To 
that end, every Indian hopes 
that the dream of the Indian 
football fan who held a ban­
ner reading "India will Play 
in the World Cup One Day" 
during a match in Qatar 
comes true.

*Thanggoulen Kipgen 
teaches Sociology at IIT  
Kanpur. He can be reached 
at kipgenst@gmail.com

has won the elections in Hi­
machal Pradesh but the state 
has only four parliamentary 
seats and voters have a dif­
ferent approach for the par­
liament elections. We have 
the example of Delhi where 
BJP had won all the seats in 
parliament in 2014 and 2019 
whereas in the assembly 
elections AAP won with a 
thumping majority. AAP is 
now a national party and it is 
gradually being considered 
as a natural replacement for 
the Congress party. In fact, it 
will definitely dent the pros­
pects of the Congress party 
everywhere where it contests 
the 2024 elections. Finally 
we can say that the election 
results have changed the 
entire political scenario and 
also proved that our country 
is a mature democracy.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan, 

Jalandhar - 03

A rtic le s  and le tte rs  
appearing on this page are 
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BJP’s big victory in Guiarat all 
due to Congress lapses

Coming Lok Sabha polls in 
2024 are sure to witness

bitter fight against saffrons
_________ By Sushil Kutty

Gujarat for Bharatiya Ja­
nata Party. Himachal Pradesh 
went to Congress. Does that 
spell equal=equal, overall, 
neither party won, neither 
party lost? Delhi’s 'Big Boss' 
Aam Aadmi Party failed at 
both places. And that will 
rankle. One day right on top 
of the world, the other day, 
down in the dumps! Just like 
the freebies, gone in two 
minutes!

The big thing is every­
body has got something to 
brag about. The road for
2024 is getting laid and 
everybody in the reckoning 
is heading straight for the 
reckoning. If Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has his two 
"PM terms", AAP is already 
positioning Arvind Kejriwal 
as ‘Challenger N o.l’. The 
only one away from the 
madding crowd is Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on his 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’.

That said there is the 
Delhi story, the Gujarat story 
and the Himachal stoiy. On 
December 8, Bilkis Bano 
lost. It did not matter to the 
electorate of Gujarat that 
Bilkis rapists walked free. It 
did not matter that over 100 
were killed in Morbi. It did 
not matter that Home Minis-

Going forward, in the 
interregnum from now and 
the 2024 general elections, 
the Centre will be taking 
the “labarthi-schemes”, and 
the kind of ‘awas yojana’ 
that benefited slum families 
in Delhi recently, to other 
corners of India, wherev­
er and whenever there are 
elections. Slum dwellers of 
Delhi voted overwhelmingly 
for AAP and these are the 
sort of voters who Modi is 
targeting with free rations, 
and free lBHKs.

Here’s where Prime Min­
ister Narendra Modi has an 
advantage over Chief Min­
ister Arvind Kejriwal. Not 
only is BJP rich, the Centre, 
i.e., the Modi Government, 
is massively richer. Going 
forward, the BJP will and 
can outspend AAP in free- 
bies/labarthi-schemes and 
Kejriwal wouldn’t be able to 
do anything about it.

AAP’s Delhi-MCD victo­
ry pales in front of the BJP’s 
victories in Uttar Pradesh, 
and now in Gujarat also. It 
is clear that AAP’s Delhi 
Model hasn’t found any 
takers outside Delhi except 
in Punjab earlier this year, 
which can be taken as an 
outlier in any manner of

The majority o f Gujarati Hindus were all for 
rewarding Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and the BJP with the biggest ever electoral 

victory. The BJP took the fullest advantage o f  
playing the victim card along with the Hindutva 
card; claiming that everybody and nobody, 
had all ganged up'against the “people o f 

Gujarat”, and were “besmirching Gujarat” 
and Gujarati all around the world.

ter Amit Shah resurrected a 
dark chapter with “we taught 
them a lesson in 2002”.

The majority of Gujarati 
Hindus were all for reward­
ing Prime Minister Naren­
dra Modi and the BJP with 
the biggest ever electoral 
victory. The BJP took the 
fullest advantage of playing 
the victim card along with 
the Hindutva card; claiming 
that everybody and nobody, 
had all ganged up against 
the “people of Gujarat”, and 
were “besmirching Gujarat” 
and Gujarati all around the 
world.

All of it bunkum, of 
course, but in the election- 
charged atmosphere, it struck 
the right chord. December 8, 
outgoing Gujarat Home 
Minister, the Amit Shah 
protege Harsh Sanghavi, 
thanked “Gujarat’s voters” 
for teaching a lesson to those 
who had insulted “Gujarat 
and Gujarati”.

The not-so-subtle dog- 
whistling hit target and re­
sounded well with much 
of the electorate. The vic­
tory December 8 was largely 
due to a re-consolidation 
of Hindu yotes in favour 
of the BJP! Bilkis Bano’s 
gang-rapists were allowed 
to. walk free not for “good 
behaviour” alone. Modi is 
master of messaging and he 
got it right with the ‘Evil 11’. 
Also, Hindutva remained the 
BJP’s most rewarding elec­
tion plank. One that is not 
afflicted with diminishing 
returns.

And definitely not for 
use and throw. December 7, 
the AAP made much of its 
victory in the Delhi-MCD 
polls, despite the victory 
margin falling short of the 
exit polls’ mark. The 15- 
year anti-incumbency hadn’t 
crippled the BJP. But still, 
the AAP and the Congress, 
everybody, expected a simi­
lar distortion of the exit polls 
on December 8.

But wishes aren’t horses. 
And the Gujarat exit polls 
did not go the Delhi-MCD 
way. Modi’s Gujarat Model 
not only stood up to Kejri- 
wal’s Delhi ‘freebie’Model, 
it also beat it hollow. For the 
second time in a year, after 
Uttar Pradesh, there’s evi­
dence that Modi’s ‘labarthi 
schemes’ have done better 
politically and electorally 
than Kejriwal’s ‘revadies’.

speaking. The coming 2023 
will throw up more such 
chances to AAP to try its 

Juck, and its model.
But the odds are stacked 

against AAP. Arvind Kejri­
wal should and must rein­
vent the wheel. Water and 
electricity freebies alone 
does not deliver. By now, 
he should have realized this 
primal truth. Also, appoint­
ing a “sweet looking kid” 
as the “prabhari” of a state 
going to polls does not al­
ways deliver the same result. 
Raghav Chadha’s clean-cut 
looks struck gold in Punjab, * 
but failed to cut ice with the 
Gujarat electorate.

Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal’s attempts to be a 
bigger Hindutva icon than 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has also gone to waste. 
Why vote for a copy-paste 
when there’s the original? 
‘Krishna avatar’ and the 
‘Lakshmi-Saraswati’ cur­
rency note not only failed 
to woo the Hindu, but also 
alienated Muslim trust, and 
Muslim votes.

Also, AAP cut into Con­
gress vote-bank. And did it 
with a song and dance, ex­
cept that none of the AAP’s 
song and dance made a 
dent on the BJP’s prospects, 
either in Gujarat, or in Hi­
machal Pradesh, where AAP 
got zero seats, and a vote 
share of only 1.1 percent.

The difference between 
BJP and the AAP is that 
while Chief Minister Kejri- 
wal’s freebies are the water 
and electricity, which can­
not be held in the palm^of 
the hand, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s ‘labarthi- 
schemes’, such as ‘Ujjawala’ 
and ‘Awas Yojana’, have 
a solidity about them that 
sticks in the mind, and in the 
guts. The electorate takes the 
feel of them into the election 
booth.

At the end of the story, 
it is about whether it is the 
end of the Congress story 
in Gujarat? The cool climes 
of Himachal Pradesh will 
not tell the story, analyzing 
Rahul Gandhi’s absence 
from the campaign can, 
and most probably would. 
The Congress should look 
for it in the heat and dust of 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra. This 
one, or in another one. (IPA 
Service)

mailto:kipgenst@gmail.com
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Harry and Meghan
about Meghan’s reputation within the

By Laura Clancy /

A s an ex p ert in the  con tem porary  B ritish  
monarchy, I watched the first three episodes 
o f The Duke and D uchess o f  Sussex’s new 
N ejflix  docuseries, Harry & M eghan, closely.

W hat cam e ac ro ss  m ost 'was how  M eg h an ’s 
gender, race and class in tersected  in her treatm ent 
both by the m edia and by “the F irm ” (an unofficial 
nickname for the B ritish monarchy and its s taff that 
describes the institu tion  as a business) itself.

As w ith their 2021 Oprah interview , this docu­
m entary is  a forum for the couple to account for 
their treatm ent by the Firm. These kinds o f ro y a l■ 
confessionals risk.dam aging the m onarchy, as they 
cast a light “behind the scenes” o f  an institu tion  
which re lies on m agic and m ajesty to m aintain its 
im age.

. PATRIARCHY AND WOMEN’S BODIES
P rincess D ian a ’s-traum as in th e  royal fam ily 

have been w ell covered over the decades, includ- - 
ing by the Panoram a docum entary she used to tell 
her own story in 1995. I^ike M eghan, D iana spoke 
about her m ental health  and a lack o f support from 
the Firm . Harry & M eghan also m akes com parisons 
betw een D iana and M eghan, claim ing th a t both 
wom en were hounded by the paparazzi throughout 
their royal lives.

M eghan talks about “m en sitting  in cars all the 
tim e” outside her house, w aiting for her to  leave. 
In  any other situation , she says, th is w ould amount 
to  stalking. As M eghan m entions, gender m atters 
her£. C elebrities like B ritney Spears have spoken 
out about the unique pressures women face from 
tab lo id  in trusion.

The economy surrounding these women encom­
passes m ultiple industries, froni* cosmetic surgery to 
fashion brands, who benefit from paparazzi exploi­
tation . B ritney Spears’ body becam e an economy 
in i tse lf  as paparazzi p ictures o f  her were w orth so 
m uch money. -
. For royal women, this takes on a new im perative. 
The m onarchy is re lian t onJw om en’s bodies for its  
reproduction — literally , th e  reproduction o f  heirs. 
Royfcl w om en’s bodies are f^tishised as reproduc­
tive o f  the  nation , as they birth  the next “sym bol” 
o f  B ritishness. This ajso  accounts for the h id d en .

m eaning behind those questions from within the 
royal family about the colour o f A rchie’s skin -  they 
are'asking how “B ritish” (or rather, how white) her 
baby m ight look.

It is not ju s t about clothing and branding, but 
about how royal w om en’s bodies take on meaning 
that connects fem inin ity  and the nation. This is a 
patria rchal institu tion  that uses w om en’s bodies 
for its own ends.

RESPECTABILITY POLITICS
As the docum entary shows, for Meghan this is 

not ju s t about gender. Race and class come to play 
a part in the intersectional pressures she was placed

under. H eadlines like the Daily M ail’s “(Almost) 
Straight Outta Compton” are discussed as evidence 
o f the r a c i s t  coverage o f the early  days o f the 
couple’s relationship. • /  •
. M eghan also m entions the F irm ’s discom fort 

w ith her acting career. She explains that there are 
assumptions m ade about Hollywood and the people 
who work.in it. Acting is seen as too d£class£ a pro­
fession to marry into the royal family, despite the 
fact that the Firm operates like a celebrity industry 
in and o f itself.

Abound th e  tim e o f  th e ir  w edding, tab lo id s  
were also representing M eghan’s fa ther’s (Thomas 
M arkle) side Of the fam ily in w ays’ reminisce’nt

o f “white trash” discourses. “White trash” is an 
American slur (equivalent to the UK’s “chav”) for 
an abject working class figure.

The Daily A faif reported on M eghan’s aunt and 
cousin spending the royal wedding wearing card­
board browns in a Burger: Ring, a fast food chain 
associated with working-class stereotypes. Their 
meal was positioned in contrast to the upper class 
and aspirational one taking place at the same time 
in Windsor. '

Black studies scholars like Brittney Cooper have 
referred to condemnation o f the actions o f people 
o f colour as “respectability politics”. Inclusion into 
typically white spaces is undertaken through ob-N 
serving white, middle class.norms, including being 
“mainstream, articulate, and clean cut, black but not 
too black, friendly, upbeat, and accommodating”.

O f course, the m onarchy is perhaps the pin­
nacle o f “respectab le” : an institu tion  enshrined 
as the peak o f British society. The racism which 
has plagued Meghan, and the fact she was never 
allowed to achieve racial i^plift, demonstrates how 
whitenes$, gender and upper classness are used to 
police the boundaries of respectability.

FEMININITY AN0 THE NATION
Women in the royal family are sflways^subject 

to  more pervasive attention than the men. Princess 
Diana and Kate M iddleton have-received intense 
scrutiny, from what they say and wear to speculation 
about w hat’s going on in their wombs.

> As Harry points out in the documentary, though, 
M eghan’s situation was unique. M eghan’s story j 
tells us something fundamental about the British 
m onarchy’s relationship to patriarchy and white­
ness, and how the two are inseparable. ’ 

And media scholar R aka Shome writes in her 
book, Diana and Beyond, white femininity “is al- 
waiys a doing and not a being. It is always pushed ',  
and pulled, routed and rerouted to script natidnal 
desires.” ■ '.■■■: ‘ , .

T he.hounding’ o f M eghan is one%site o f  th is 
push and pull. T hescrip ts of white femininity, and 
therefore o f nation, were fought and continue to 
be fought, over representations o f her. (The Con­
versation) , v '
« (The author is a lecturer in M edia at Lancaster  

University) * ; .

Sc ien tis ts 'h av e  recently  re ­
vived several large viruses 
that had been buried iq, the 
frozen Siberian ground (perm a­

fro st) fo r tens o f  thousands o f 
years. The youngest virus to be 
rev ived  was a sp rjgh tly  27,000 
years old. And the oldest — a Pan- 
dorav irus -  was around 48,500 
years old. This is the oldest virus 
ever to have been revived. '

As th e  w o rld  c o n tin u e s  to  
warm, the thaw ing perm afrost is 
re leasing  organic m atter that has 
been frozen for m illennia, includ­
ing bacteria  and viruses -  some 
that can still reproduce.

This latest work was by a group 
o f scientists from France, Germa­
ny and Russia; they m anaged to 
reanim ate 13 v iruses -  with such 
exotic names as Pandoravirus and 
Pacm anvirus -  drawn from seven 
sam ples o f  S iberian perm afrost.

A ssu m in g  th a t  th e  sam ples 
w ere n o t co n tam in a ted  during  
ex trac tio n  (a lw ays d iff icu lt to 
g u aran tee ) these  w ould indeed 
represent viable v iruses that had 
previously only replicated tens of 
thousands o f years ago.

This is not the first time that a

viable virus has been detected in 
perm afrost samples. Earlier stud­
ies have reported the detection of 
a Pithovirus and a M ollivirus,

In their p reprin t (a study that
- is yet to be revieWed7 by other 
scien tists), the authors state that 
it is “legitim ate to ponder the risk 
o f ancient viral partic les rem ain­
ing infectious and getting back 
in to  c ircu lation  by the thawing 
o f ancient perm afrost layers” . So 
what do we know so far about the 
risk  o f  these so-called “zombie 
v iruses”?

All the viruses cultured so far 
from such samples are giant DNA, 
viruses that only affect amoebae. 
They are far from virus.es that a f - . 
feet mammals, let alone, humans 
and w ould be very un likely  to 
pose a danger to humans.

However, one such large amoe- 
bae-infecting virus, called Acan- 
tham oeba polyphaga m im ivirus, 
has been linked to pneum onia in 
humans. But this association is 
still far from 'proven.- So* it does 
not appear that the viruses cul­
tured  from perm afrost sam ples 
pose a threat to public health.
. A more relevant area o f con­

cern  is th a t as the perm afrost 
thaVvs it cotild release the bodies 
o f long-dead people^ who might 
have died o f an infectious disease 
and so release that infection back 
into the world.

The only human infection that 
has been eradicated globally is 
'sm allpox  and the  re in tro d u c - 
tion  o f sm allpox, especially  in 
h ard -to -reach  lo ca tio n s, could 
be a global disaster. E v id e n c e d  
smallpox infection has been de­
tected in bodies from perm afrost 
b u ria ls  but “only p a r tia l gene 
sequences” so broken bits o f v i­
rus that could not infect anyone. 
The sm allpox virus does, how­
ever, survive w ell when frozen 
a t-2 0 °C , but still only for a few 
decades and not centuries.

In the last couple of decades, 
scientists have exhumed the bod­
ies o f people who died from the 
Spanish flu and were buried in 
p erm afro s t-a ffec ted  ground in 
A laska and Svalbard , Norway. 
The influenza -virus was able to' 
be sequenced but not cultured  
from the tissues of these deceased 
people. ,

Influenza viruses can survive

frozen fo r at least a year when 
frozen but probably not several 
decades.

Other types o f pathogen, such 
as bacteria, could be-a .problem, 
though. Over the years, there have 
been, several outbreaks o f anthrax 
(a bacterial disease that ■affects 
livestock and humans) affecting 
reindeer in Siberia.

There was a particularly large 
outbreak in 2.016 that led to the 
deaths o f 2,350 re indeer. This 
ou tbreak  coincided w ith a par­
ticu la rly  warm sum m er, which 
led to the suggestion that anthrax 
re leased  from thaw ing perm a­
fro s t m ay h av e  tr ig g e re d - th e  
outbreak. '

Identified outbreaks o.f anthrax 
affecting reihdeer in Siberia date 
back to 1848. In these outbreaks, 
humans were also often affected 
from eating the dead reindeer..But 
others have highlighted alterna­
tive theories for these outbreaks 
that do not necessarily  rely on 
th aw in g  p e rm a fro s t , such  as 
stopping anthrax vaccination and 
overpopulation by reindeer. ,

Even if  permaffost thawing was 
triggering anthrax outbreaks that 
had serious effects on the local 
population, anthrax infection of 
herbivores is w idespread g lob­
ally, and such local outbreaks are 
unlikely to trigger a pandemic.
, A nother concern  is w hether 

antim icrobial-resistant organisms 
could be released into the envi­
ronment from thawing permafrost. 
There is good evidence from mul­
tip le  studies that antim icrobial 
resistance genes can be detected 
in samples o f permafrost.

Resistance genes are the ge-'' 
netic material that enable bacteria 
to become resistant to antibiotics 
and can be spread from one bac­
terium  to another.- This should 
not be surprising as many an ti­
m icrobial resistance genes have 
evolved from soil organisms that 
predate the antim icrobial era.

However, the environment, es­
pecially rivers, is already heavily 
contaminated with antim icrobial- 
resistant organisms and resistance 
genes. So it is doubtful that an­
tim icro b ia l resistan ce  ̂ bacteria 
th aw in g  from  the  p e rm a fro s t 
would contribute greatly to the al­
ready great abufldance o f antim i­
crobial resistance genes already 
in our environment.

(The Conversation)

Message of freedom  
by Ukrainian choir

rom a dank Kyiv bomb shelter to the bright s tage 'ligh ts o f  
Europe's .theaters, a Ukrainian youth choir's hymns in praise 
o f freedom offer a kind o f healing balm to its war-scarred 

members. , ■■ * ■ -■ '
The Shchedryk ensemble, described as Kyiv's oldest professional 

children's choir, were in the Danish-capital this week for a perfor­
mance as part o f an international tour that also took them to New 
York's famed Carnegie HaH. '

It was supposed to be part o f a busy year to celebrate the choir's 
50th anniversary. But Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine changed 
all that, /with members scattering inside their homeland and abroad 
in search of safety. Some members say they have lost friends and 
family in the fighting..

"It is very difficult to  gather the children," said Marianna Sablina, 
the choir’s artistic director and chief conductor, whose mother founded 
the choir in 1971. Some o f the members are "outside the borders 
o f U kraine,'and only, about a third of the fewtim currently lives in 
Kyiv." E arlier this year, the choir managed to reassemble and began 
rehearsing in Kyiv's National Palace of Arts. v

The vagaries of-war often plagued the rehearsals. When Kyiv came 
uhder bombardment and suffered power outages, air raid sirens forced 
the choir to assemble in a darkened bomb shelter, illuminating their 
sheet music with whatever light source they could find.

"When there are sirens, yve go to the shelter an<J ju st sing with our 
phones and flashlights," said 15-year-old choir member Anastasiia Ru- 
sina, whose family fled to western Ukraine following the invasion,.

"I thinkrthat we're kind o f getting used to it because it's our job 
to do. .We have a concert, so we just cannot skip any rehearsals," 
she said.

The audience at Copenhagen's p hurch  of The Holy Ghost recently 
listened to the soaring voices o f the choir, made-up mostly teenage 
girls wearing black and white dresses accentuated by red and black 
squares on their sleeves and colorful beads around their necks, 7 

"I sincerely hope tha t the'concert here will send a m essage o f  love 
and hope and also sympathy and support to all Ukrainian families," 
said Nataliya Popovych, co-founder oPCopetihagen’s Ukraine House, 
a civil society organization which brought the group to Denmark., 
"Hopefully next year,' all Ukrainian families will be able to celebrate 
Christmas properly," she added. .

At ihe  core o f the performance was the song "Carol o f the Bells,'" 
perhaps best known from the 1990 Christmas movie Home Alone'. • 

The carol was originally arranged by Ukrainian composer Mykola 
Leontovych in the early 1900s. The choir's name, "Shchedryk," comes 
from the song's Ukrainian title . . ■

"It's our culture, it's our songs, and it's so amazing that we have a 
chance to give you this music," 15-year-old Polina Holtseva said.

Choir members Rusiua and H oltseva said they don't have any 
concrete career plans. They noted they don't don't even know what 
they're going to do tomorrow. But amid the horrors of war, Shchedryk 
choir has become their "safe place." "We just don't think about the 
war or our situation. We just sing, we're together with our friends, 
our family," Rusina said. (The Associated Press)
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Central govt must not forget why 
Ambedkar let Art 124(21 be as It is

A r tic le  124(2) o f th eC o n stitu tio n  lays 
dow n tha t "Every Judge o f  the Su­
prem e Court shall be appointed^by the 
P resident by w arrant under his hand and seal 

a fte r consultation  w ith such o f the Judges of 
the Suprem e Court and o f the High Courts in 
the  S ta tes as the President may. deem neces­
sary fo r the purpose and shall hold office 
u n til he attains the age o f sixty five years: 
P rovided that in the case o f appointm ent o f  a 
Judge other than the ch ief Justice, the ch ief 
Justice  o f  India shall always be consulted."

When this A rticle was being debated in the 
C onstituen t Assem bly, the phrase ''shall a l­
ways be consulted" was discussed extensively 
and Dr B.R. Ambedkar had stated: "There can 
be no difference o f opinion in the house that 
our Jud iciary  m ust both be independent' o f 
the Executive and m ust also  be com petent in 
itse lf.. The draft article steers middle course. 
I t does not m ake the P resident the supreme 
and absolute authority  in  the m atter o f  m ak­
ing appointm ents. It does not also im port the 
influence o f the Legislature. The provision in 
the A rticle  is that th«re should be consulta­
tion  o f  persons who are ex-hypothesi w ell- 
qualified  to gi’ve proper atdvice in-m atters of 
th is  sort, and my judgm ent is that this sort 
o f  p rovision  m ay be regarded as sufficient 
for the m om ent." •

In the early  years o f  opr-republic, there 
were hardly any controversy regarding the ap­
pointm ent process. Betw een 1970 and 1980, 
how ever, questions regarding independence 
o f  our jud jciary  started to be raised especially 
in view  o f  reg u la r tussle  betw een the central 
governm ent and Supreme Court and the f la s h , 
po in t cam e in 1980 on the issue o f  transfer 
o f  ju d g es from  one high court to the other, 
when the  Suprem e Court in S. P. Gupta vs 
U nion o f  Ind ia (known as the F irst Judges 
case) recognised the prim acy o f  the president, 
and also  held  tha t the w ord "consultation" in 
A rtic le  124 does not m ean concurrence.

Ju stice  P.N. Bhagw ati how ever, expressed 
h is  d is sa tis fa c tio n  w ith  the  th en  exisiting' 
'm ode o f appointm ent o f  judges in  Ind ia in 
w hich the au thority  to  selec t judged has ex­
clusively  been vested  ’in  a single individual' 
(the P residen t) whose choice 'm ay be incor­
rec t or inadequate ' and 'm ay also som etimes 
be im perceptibly influenced by extraneous or 
irre levan t considerations. ,

T h ere fo re , he proposed  th a t th e re  m ust 
be a collegium  to make recom m endation to 
the P resident in  regard  to appointm ent o f a 
.Supreme Court or high cotirt judge. T he rec­

ommending authority should be more broad- 
based and there should be consultation with 
w ider interests.

In 1993, a nine-judge bench o f the Supreme 
Court in Supreme Court Advocates on Record 
A ssociation vs Union o f India (Second Judges 
Case) revisited  the constitutional scheme o f  
appointm ent o f judges and overruled the m a­
jo rity  view in the F irst Judges Case, giving 
primacy to.Presidept in'the m atter o f appoint­
ment o f Judges to superior courts.

It was held that the opinion given by the 
C hief Justice in the consultative process had 
to be formed taking into account the views 
o f the two senior m ost judges o f the Supreme 
Court. This would ensure that the opinion o f 
the C hief Justice o f India was not m erely his 
ind ividual opinion, but an opinion-form ed 
collec tively  by a body o f men at the apex 
level in the judiciary.

It was also added, tha t the C hief Justice 
o f India is expected to take into account the 
views o f  his colleagues in the Supreme Court 
who are likely  t9 be conversant w ith the af­
fairs o f th e  concerned high court.

The C hief Justice o f India may also ascer­
tain  the views o f one or more senior judges 
o f that high court whbse opinion, according 
to the C hief Justice .of India, is likely to  be 
significant in the form ation o f his opinion.!

This was follow ed by a presidential refer­
ence in 1998 (Third Judges case) wherein 
the procedural requirem ent o f the collegium  
system  were laid  down an/1 the num ber o f 
senior-m ost judges o f the Supreme Court as 
the m ember o f  the Collegium  was increased 
from  two. to  four. In 2014, the C o n stitu ­
tion  was ^m ended by the C onstitution (99th 
Amendment) Act 2014 and a National Judicial 
Appointments Commission and consequently, 
the N ational Judicial Appointments Commis­
sion Act, 2014 was enacted.

The v a lid ity  o f  both the co n stitu tio n a l 
am endment and the Act were challenged by 
the  Suprem e C ourt A dvocates on R ecord 
A ssociation and the Supreme Court w ith a 
4:1 m ajority declared the C onstitution (99th 
Amendment) Act 2014 and the National Ju­
d icial A ppointm ents Commission Act, 2014 
unconstitutional and void and held that the 
system o f appointm ent o f judges to the Su­
prem e C ourt and High C ourt th rough  the 
Collegium  system will be operative.

In view o f all this, the phrase "shall a l­
ways be consulted" has been jud icially  held 
to mean that the consultation shall be as per 
the recommendations o f the Collegium and in

terms o f A rticle 141 o f the Constitution, the 
said position remains the law unless the par­
liam ent exercises its^authority and changes 
the position.

The constant criticism  o f the collegium ' 
system by higher functionaries in the Gov­
ernment and repeated attem pts to somehow"

. throttle the recommendations o f the Collegi­
um by delaying the appointments therefore is 
uncalled- for, especially when the collegium 
system is what the existing law prescribes.

One o f the m ajor grounds on which colle­
gium system is criticised is  that the constitu­
tion does not provide for collegium at all and 
it is basically a system o f judges appointing 
judges which cannot be countenanced at all. 
The critics, however, forget that a number 
o f  doctrines and concepts have crept in our 
constitution subsequently through the judg­
ments o f the Supreme Court which was made 

r the final arbiter o f the constitu tion by our 
founding fathers.

Thus, when the Supreme Court interprets 
; and holds that " C hief Justice o f India shall 

alw ays be consulted" will mean that'instead 
• o f  one person , a co lleg ium  o f  the C h ief 
Justice and 4 senior m ost judges shall, be 
consulted and their recom m endations shall 
be given prijnacy, there is nothing wrong 
with the same. ‘

Further, the C onstituent Assembly itse lf 
had debated different modes o f appointment 
in higher, ju d ic ia ry  p revalen t in d ifferen t 
countries and chose to adopt the existing 
m ode being  the m ost su itab le  as per the 
conditions prevalent in our country in order 
to ensure complete separation o f  power and 
independence o f judiciary.

Any attempt to roll back the system adopted 
by our founding fathers will have an impact 
on the  independence o f the judiciary.

Instead  o f c r itic is in g .a n d  adop ting  an 
adversarial approach, the executive and ju* 
diciary w ill have to work together to ensure 
adequate and diverse class representation in 
the collegium system and at the same time 
make sure that most m eritorious and compe­
tent advocates are appointed  in the higher 
jud iciary  on a tim ely basis. Both sides will 
have to understand that this constant tug of 
war and unrestrained and unCalled-for criti­
cism o f the collegium  system in this age o f 
social media is oply ham pering and scandal­
ising the judiciary  w hich is the cornerstone 
o f Rule o f  Law.

'  (The author, Kumar Mihfr, isa n  advocate- 
on-record at the Supreme Court)

Women'
ac in ta  K erketta , a poet, w rite r and freelance,:journa list in 
Jharkhand, has been named in the Forbes' list o f -'Self-Made 
Women', among others from India. ;

Kerketta, who belongs to the Oraon tribe, hails from a village near 
Khudpos in West Singhbhum district o f Jharkhand.

For her contributions to contemporary Hindi literature, she has 
already won several national as well as international aWards. .  ~ 

Born in 1983, Kerketta's literary works, focusing mainly around 
w ater, fo rests, so il and A d ivasi issues, have received attention 
all around  the  -
world.

S h e  i s  
J h a r k h a n d ' s  
firs t-ev er Adi- 
v a s i  p o e t e s s  
w h o se  p o em s 
have been pub­
lished in three 
languages in the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
arena. • *

She has also 
re c ite d  poem s 
a t  u n iv ers itie s  
in  I ta ly ,; G e r­
many,  F r a n c e  
and Australia.

P i e s e n t -  
ing .the lis t  q f  
women, Forbes 
I n d i a  sa id on 
its website that 
the compilation 
features women 
who i r e  break­
ing stereotypes, 
d i s m i s s i n g  
d q i i b t e t s  and  
leading change.

"We looked for candidates who were self-tnade, arid not those who 
had inherited wealth 4 r position. We looked for those who had hit the 
headlines or influenced im portant stories over the past 12 months, 
and those who had inspiring’stories to tell," a write up on Forbes". 
India's webpage doted.

Giving out details, the article mentioned: "The list includes boxing 
world champion Nikhat Zareen who battled sexism; Leena Nauyth'e 
Kolhapur-girl picked to run Chanel, the 112-year-old French luxury 
house; and J acinta Kerketta, a poet and independent journalist from 
Jharkhand who has emerged as one of the.strongest voices against Adi- \  
vasi exploitation; as well as Anju Srivastava, who founded Wingreens 
Farms, a now-thriving dips and sauces business, in her mid-40s." ' 

The ljst also features. Bollywoo4 actress and corfounder o f Kay 
Beauty Katrina Kaif, digital content creator Kushai Kapila, and SEBI 
chairperson, Madhabi Puri B u th , atnong others self-made women 
achievers. (IANS) ; '
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Moon b  forming an angle of 150 degreeswithSatum. You will have money 
giving day! Your bosses wH be impressed with you. Your hopes and expeo- 
talons n i touch new.Jieights. You w i achieve your goals and objectives with 
courage and determination. You will also initiate a dialogue with your col­
leagues. You w l adopt a friendly attitude with people in order to get success 
in your work. Financial matters wffl take precedence. . You Will be attracted 
towards glamour and spend money. Husband and wife will share wonderful 
bondtag. You w i get a good news from somewhere.The time* will be full of 
laughter ant joy. The deeds of your children w» bring good news which will 
mate you (eel proud. You wfl also team lot of new skis. You win also earn 
money. You w* take part in competitive exams and will be successful.
Aries: (March 21 - Apn20} .

The time is fruitful. You wSI have mental satisfaction as your 
work get completed. You wiB exchange thoughts and infomia- 
tion with your colleagues. Your bosses wil play.an important

O  role. You wM make good progress in your job. Your business
will also prosper and flourish. You will have , lot of money 
gaining dSye. You wB also buy. luxurious tons. Your sWngs 
w i come dose to you. You enjoy good health. You will be 
in the right direction of your goals. You will also get admission 
in a prestigious Institute. You will enjoy marital bliss. Your 
partner wW. come close to you and win #ve you W of happi­
ness. You will enjoy a good health. You win also meet an 
important person.

Taurus: (April 21* May 21)
There will be opportunities iw  money earnings. It is said 
success and failure do not come to us by chance, they are 
created by ourselves only. You will be fully aware of this and

f  w* do your best You cannot afford to be complacent. You will
get opportunifies to rise In your job/business. You wW enjoy a 
good health. Husband and wife wilf share wonderful bonding.

*» . You wiN be on the right course in yoor life. Your goals will be 
achieved. But you will .be busy with your work and personal 

'  matters. Your fortune win also favor you. You will be bold
enpugh to take tough decisions in your life. You wi* learn new 
skills' in your job. Your people wiU support you. You. may 
arrange a small party.

GemM: (May 22-June 21)
You wW have to face competition in your business and will get 
success also. You will also apply for a new job. The flow of 

»  .  money will be good. You will be over whelmed with success in 
your job. You wW be relaxed and have good entertaining time. 
You will spend quality time with your family. You will meet 

J U influential petsons. The hard work and public contact of the 
past now will benefit you. You will take care of your family and 
discharge al responsibffiies. You wilf get your work done by 
any means. There are chances for contacting friends living far 
Sway. You wHI also make plans to travel abroad. For the famHy 
unity and finance wUI be important.

CttKCT (Jtffio 22 * July 22)
You wW earn wed in your work. Your image will be shining.. In
t h i s  period money will be important to you. You will be de-
Hghted by getting huge profits. You wiH get a pleasant news. 
You will have no shortage of money. Business activities will 
keep going as usual. For woiking ladies time will be favorable. 
There wil be benefits from your partner. Auspicious functions 
wM take place at your house. There w«l be some animosity 
between family members, but you will take adequate care of it. 
A friend w i advise you on a property matter. It will be pleasant, 
money giving and glorious week. Those who are single will

■ plan to get married.

Ijo , (July Augustopponents will be active but will be unable to haim you.
You w i hear a good news about a relative of yours. You win 
also be able to achieve your goals and ambitions by the 

^  s t r e n g t h  o f  your hard work. Old investments will give you
profits. You will feel slightly upset on a pereonal or family 
matter You wM control your expendture to avoid debts. You 

J V  y y  need to apply caution wWle driving your vehicle. Be careful 
g j j o  j n  financial dealings. You wiH also perform your tasks with 
total honesty and dedication. You will control your toughest 
situation, calmly and patiently and turn it in your favor by your 
intelligence and cool approach. ;

Mm- (Auaust 24- September 22)
v»go. ^  ^  for you. You wHI have the urge to

increase your income in the future. Be careful about over 
expendture. Take adequate care of your diet. There wiH be 

| j  /  good understanding between'husband and wife. Money in- 
ftmT fcMfe there. There will be an increase it  materialistic luxury 

terns You will achieve your material aswejlas spiritual goals.

#

Thera iS a hope of some positive changes coming to you. You 
win share wonderful bonding with your partner. Do not trust 
strangers as it is not a wise thing to do. Your pending work will 
get completed. You will be supported by good friends,- parent 

/  ' and family.
Libra: (September 23- October 23)

A You will pay attention to your work. Your communication skills
. will be second to,none and your relations wHI-Improve. Your 

pending work will’ be finished quickly with thecooperation'.of 
your colleagues. You wHI also share wonderful bonding with 
your mate.'There are chances that you win attend a wedding 
pr some other family function. You wiH be socially-active and 
interact wfth lot of pMpto. (People wffl’ envy your increasing 
feme and popularity, fou will also undertake business related 

, : \  'trips. You will get new and better opportunities in your job. You 
wil atso'undeitBto important projects. You will plan your future 
weH and remain careful in money matters. Your health win be 
taken care of.. You wW get a big business order. Friends and 
oCHwoiikers will cooperate in every Way. /

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) .T '
You will complete your task and that too in style. You will share 
wonderful bonding with your colleagues. Your bosses will be 
impressed with you. Thete are strong .possibilities of profits in 
business. There are chances of starting a new venture In 
partnership or association. You will be strong in making public’ 
relations. You wiO also take tough decisions in financial mat­
ters. You will get a good news from somewhfere. Those who are 

r single will get marriage proposals. There will be r»w frivest- 
ments in some work. You will get success in job related inter-

V  ' views. The family wiH prosper. You will face every situation very 
bravely. There will be good compatibility between husband 
and wife. ,

Sagittarius:( November 23 - Pecember 23) 7
Alf the problems of career and works will be over one by one. 
You wjfl get support of your colleagues and bosses. You Will 
enjoy your work. Your work capacity and work efficiency will 
increase. You win get new opportunities in business. There 
can be new business and official contracts. Your self confi-i 
dence will be high. Your name, fame and respect will increase. 
Your focus will be on your business and you will have profits. 
Your partner wHI be a source of your strength. Enemies and 
rivals will be unable to harm you. Pleasant event will fake 
place. Control your anger and anxiety. Students will perform 
weH. They wiU get great success. <

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)
You will be successful in cOmpetitions/exams. The time is 
favorable for you. You win work with dedication and honesty.

_ You will be principled and broad minded. There will be better- 
ment in your business. Your position, power,-status and pres- 
tlge will grow. Time is turning for betterment. You will have a 

QT/} . promotion in your job and success, in business. Your time will 
be fruitful. You will be successful in any work you take up. You 
may participate in some gathering or party meeting where your 
presentation or work will be appreciated as the best. This is the 
time for promotion as high ranking officials in your organiza­
tion. You will be elated. ;

Aquarius: (January 21-February 18) '
You will go along well with people, You will have profits in 
share market or some oth r̂ investment made by you. You will 

_ get bonus if you are in government job. Your dominance and 
power will grow at your workplace. Your kind nature and soft 

J ^  ' talks will increase your profits in riranifolds. There could be 
extra income if you worit haid in your profession. Your associ­
ates/clients will be impressed with you. You will also participate 
in some party or arty other function. It will be a very good time. 
You will do your hard woik. The result of your work win,be in 
your favor because of your wise and patient behavior. You will 
have wonderful bonding with your spouse.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
The time will be of great results. This is the best time for contacts 
and dialogues. You will make progress in your job/business. 
Old disputes will be resolved. At work, there will be more 
accomplishments and achievements. Routine problems will 
get resolved. You won’t be able to handle a simple matter $ 
your home. You will need guidance of your elders. Opponents- 
will be unable to face you. Property matters will be solved. Your 
financial position will be improved by raising your income and 
means. Take decisions wisely in financial matters. There are 
chances of success in love affairs. Your circle of friends will be 
wide. You wm be in touch with well known people.

'Don Quixote inspired

I  \  or former IAS officer Moosa Raza, an Advi- 
. |H  sor to the U ttar Pradesh Governor in the wake 
JL of the Babri M asjid dem olition, w riting his' 
autobiography, "of Giants and W indmills (Niyogi 
Books) was hot only a jog  dQwn memory lane but 
a deep desire to  highlight ’some o f the per sonalities 
who im pressed him and also was an opportunity to 
talk  about some others who thought o f themselves 
as giants but turned out to be only windmills, or 
rather windbags, on closer acquaintance.

From the teachers who left formative im pression 
on him to the events that le ft formativ^ impression 
on our country 's socio-political fabric, froin find­
ing innovative solutions to issyes faced by public 
servants to  being b lindsided  by the innovative 
tricks o f cunning crim inals, Raza's autobiography 
is an  excavation o f memories from a life spent in 
trying to m aintain social order in a chaotic and 
unpredictable country. ^

'Looking back on nly IAS career, I realise that 
the early officers in the service o f independent 
India, had.a unique experience. We were following, 
in the footsteps o f our B ritish predecessors while 
trying to forge a new identity for the adm inistra­
tion. Like Don Quixote, who was the inspiration ' 
for my autobiography, I encountered many, giants, 
those who laid the foundation for an-emerging na­
tion, and tilted at many windmills, who even today 
are dotted throughout our landscape, blocking out 
the sun o f our nation’s success. This book is my 
homage to all the IAS officers like me, who might 
find themselves in the pages o f my autobiography," 
Raza says o f the bopk.

During the early decades post India's indepen­
dence, RazJa, a young IAS officer hailing  from 
a small .village in  Tamil Nadu, was tasked with 
governing huge, diverse and com plex territories 
in the newly formed state o f Gujarat. Raza had the 
distinction o f heading four districts (todays' seven) 
as d istrict m agistrate apd collector in Gujarat, and 
rose to become principal secretary to the ch ief 
m inister o f Gujarat.

This book is an elaborately layered account of 
Raza's experiences and encounters with maharajas, 
politicians, tribals, tigers and a variety o f other 
inhabitants o f  the country. With tongue-in-cheek 
humour, Raza details his head-on collisions with 
public figures, gold sm ugglers a.nd bureaucrats, 
and his attempts to deal with them with tact while 
trying to hold hi's own. Raza describes well-known 
figures, including C.V. Raman, M orarji Desai, In ­
dira Gandhi and others, with a lot o f wit, honesty 
and em pathy-they live again in these page's.

-Drawing on his experiences in  the Indian public 
sector, Raza throws light on the workings o f varied 
industries, such as fisheries, textiles, chemicals and 
fertilizers. His first-hand account o f the afterm ath 
o f the Babri M asjid dem olition, in his capacity as 
Advisor to the Governor o f U ttar Pradesh, reveals

the travails o f maintaining social order in a chaotic 
and unpredictable country. .

On publishing the book Trisha De Niyogi, Di­
rector and COO, Niyogi Books, says: "This is a 
significant work and is so m^ich more than simply 
the memoirs o f an IAS officer. Mr Moosa Raza, 
in his long career, has dealt with famine, smug­
glers, riots, the Emergency and the afterrpath of 
the demolition o f  the B abri Masjid. Readers will 
find rriuch thought-provoking material in this book, 
which provides many insights into the challenges 
and promises o f modern India.'

Moosa Raza was born and brought up in a village 
in Tamil Nadu that had no electricity, no running 
water, no flush system and no doors to any house. 
During the first nine years o f his life, he did not 
know the English alphabet and only learnt rudi­
mentary Urdu. Today he writes poetry in English, 
Hindi, Urdu, Persian and Arabic. He has already 
published five books, in c lu d in g  two collections of 
Urdu poems.

An IAS officer of the 1960 cadre, he rose to be­
come a ch ief secretary of the state o f Jammu and 
Kashmir and secretary to the Government o f India. 
After retirem ent, he heads a large educational trust 
with 10,000 students, 600 academic and managerial 
s ta ff and is the chairman of several private-sector 
enterprises in Mumbai. He1'continues to  work and 
write even in his 80s and is deeply committed to 
the affairs o f the nation, (IANS)



“Except our own thoughts, there is 
nothing absolutely in our power. ” 

—Rene Descartes
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Strides in aviation
THE inauguration on Sunday o f a new inter­
national airport in Goa, the second in the tiny 
state with a population of 18 lakh, testifies to 
the growing profile o f modem Goa as also the 
steady rise o f India's aviation sector. Growing 
Goa, what was a cluster o f 30 villages long 
ago, is an inspiring story that should also send 
the right signals to other states. Tourism and 
remittances from abroad give it the present 
strength. Curiously, the sea-side state that has 
a population o f no more than 18 lakh already 
has a capacity to handle 85 lakh passengers an­
nually at its Dabolim airport in South Goa, to 
which is added the Mopa international airport 
that will become operational from January 5 as 
a New Year/ Christmas gift to the state. The new 
airport will have a capacity to handle a crore of 
passengers a year when its facilities are fully 
operational. Two aspects are prominent in this 
context. Some six lakh Goans live and work 
abroad, a process partly boosted by the terri­
tory’s Portuguese links since the 16th Century. 
To this is added the massive growth o f  tourism. 
The result is the landing o f as high as 70 flights 
there daily, a number that would rise to 250 
flights a month hence.

India claims to be the fastest-growing civil 
aviation market -  the number o f its airports 
small and big going up from less than 75 in 
2014 to 140 now and is projeeted'to rise to 220 
by 2024. The UDAN scheme will help in this 
endeavour. In the past seven years, the number 
o f aircraft operational in India ha§ gone up 
from 400 to over 700, and is growing by 100 
more every year. The private sector would play 
a near-exclusive role also'as the Tata group has 
taken over the hugely loss-making Air India. 
The greed and wrong steps of some ministers 
o f the past famously undercut the growth o f this 
sector. The flaws in the aviation policy as also 
the mismanagement and unwarranted meddling 
at ministerial level led to the collapse o f newly 
sprouted aviation entities like King Fisher. The 
UPA period was a time when huge commissions/ 
bribes were allegedly taken at the highest levels 
and foreign airlines got all the profitable sectors 
for operations on a platter. A regional party that 
handled the ministry bled the sector clean. Air 
India too took the worst hit. The national civil 
aviation policy o f 2016 did some good. Fresh 
life was injected to the civil aviation segment 
after the exit o f  the UPA-II, but the Covid phase 
came as another dampener.

Money wasted 
on political 
advertising

Editor,
In the age of information 

and technology our political 
parties waste money on bill­
boards and adverts on numer­
ous social media sites. These 
advertisements cost money 
which could have been put 
to better use to aid the needy 
and underprivileged. For 
political parties it is not a 
waste of money because it 
allows them to further their 
goals and build a support 
base. Due to the flaws in the 
system, most parties are only 
concerned with finding new 
ways to win votes and lack 
the motivation to improve 
governance in the state. 
To tackle the states' pre­
dicament, they consistently 
present challenges. Because 
of the system's shortcom­
ings, most parties lack the 
drive to change the situation 
and are only interested in 
seeking new ways to Win 
votes. They continue to give 
excuses about why they are 
unable to resolve the states' 
predicament. If our leaders 
had half as much motivation 
to govern well as they have 
to win elections, Meghalaya 
would not have been among 
the poorest states today.

It will soon be time to 
exercise our right to vote and 
bring about the much-needed 
change to our State as the

The Enigma call Nartiang

five-year term comes to a 
close. While observing the 
political scenario of our state, 
there is talk about money 
power and who will win the 
prestigious seats. However, 
we lack the desire to ques­
tion arty candidate and to find 
out what tghei vision for the 
state is and the roadmap they 
will use to get there. Will the 
people's ability to think criti­
cally bring about the urgently 
required changes in the State, 
or will money determine the 
future? People deal with 
numerous challenges daily 
(i.e., no solution for traffic 
jams, unemployment, border 
disputes, etc.). Sadly the ma­
jority of these issues gradu­
ally leave people's memories. 
The key reason isn't that 
our leaders have found a 
solution; instead, most of the 
time, people tend to forget, 
and any candidate can make 
them forget core issues by 
handing out blankets, giving 
out money, and spreading 
their propaganda.

Yours etc.,
Kenneth Nongsiej, 

Via email

PWD 
responsible for 
doctor’s death

Editor,
The untimely demise of 

a well-known medical pro­
fessional Late Dr. Sanjoy 
K. Shylla who worked as 
a medical health officer at

In the national seminar to 
commemorate Tribal Pride 
Week organized by Martin 
Luther Christian University, 
Shillong, at the monolith 
park in Nartiang, renowned 
folklorist of the state Prof 
Desmond Kharmawphlang 
reminded the gathering that 
the Khasi Pnar words for 
memory are a two-syllable 
word kynmaw in Khasi or 
kynmoo in Pnar. The last 
syllable in both the Pnar and 
the Khasi word is “maw’ or 
“moo” which means stone 
and the word can be loosely 
translated to etch in stone. 
Adding to my Facebook post, 
a friend Holiram Terang not­
ed that there is a Karbi word 
“chikimo” meaning remi­
niscence and “kachikimo” 
meaning to reminiscence. 
Though the two tribal groups 
speak different languages
- the Hynfiew Trep speaks 
Austro-Asiatic Mon-Khmer 
group of language and the 
Karbi speak the Sino-Tibetan 
Kuki-Chin-Naga group of 
languages, the similarity 
may be a coincidence but is 
interesting.

The ancient connection 
of Nartiang 

To understand Nartiang 
one also has to understand the 
Jaintia kingdom and know 
the position that this place 
holds in the hierarchy of 
places in the kingdom. In 
terms of status, we can say 
that Nartiang was second 
only to Jaintiapur in its po­
sition amongst the villages 
and towns in the erstwhile 
Jaintia kingdom. Nartiang is 
believed to be the summer 
capital of the Jaintia kingdom 
but from the Jayantia Buranji 
it is found that Nartiang could 
be more than just a sum­
mer capital of the kingdom. 
According to the Buranji 
(Jayantia Buranji by Dr. S.K. 
Bhuyan, first published in 
1937, the English translation 
of which was done by Anil 
Kumar Boruah and edited by 
Shiela Bora and Manorama 
Sharma and published by 
DVS Publishers H.B. Road, 
Panbazar, Guwahati -781001 
in 2022) the Jaintias and the . 
Ahoms had a very close re­
lationship and it is said that 
every time the Ahoms sent 
their message to Jaintiapur a 
copy of the message was also 
sent to Nartiang. Although 
the seat of the Jaintia king 
was Jaintiapur marking a 
copy to Nartiang shows that 
Nartiang occupied an impor­
tant place in the then-Jaintia 
kingdom. ,

The status of u daloi 
Nartiang 

By tradition, the status 
of the daloi of Nartiang is 
also different from the other 
dalois. He is called u “kong- 
wasan” or the elder brother 
by the other dalois in Jaintia 
hills. The daloi of Nartiang 
is respected and honoured

Khliehriat CHC, should set 
us'all thinking and question­
ing the PWD for the kind of 
roads we are forced to drive 
on. Dr Shylla’s unfortunate 
death has left a vacuum diffi­
cult to be filled. The doctor’s 
death was due to the bad road 
condition. But to add insult 
to injury, now the Deputy 
CM has simply washed his 
hands off the department 
which he holds. There has 
been no word of remorse or 
an enquiry instituted by the 
State Government to put the 
onus of accountability on 
the contractor, engineers and 
officials responsible for the 
incident. Sadly the CM blows 
his own trumpet of having 
undertaken construction of 
so many kms of rural roads 
every day. Where is j ustice?

Yours, etc., 
Dominic Stadlin 

Wankhar, 
Via email

Freebies take 
away from 

development
Editor,
In response to the letter 

to the editor by John R Nen- 
gnong (ST Dec 10, 2022), 
which indirectly alluded to 
me, what follows is my per­
sonal opinion -  not as that 
of the spokesperson of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
Unfortunately there are mani­
fold pressures from within 
and without in politics, and 
politics in Meghalaya, more

By H H  Mohrmen
by his fellow dalois. He is 
like the first amongst equals 
between the dalois. Ijvery 
Durga puja the daloi has to 
offer two goats for sacrifice 
in the Durga temple. One 
goat of the goat offer is on his 
behalf and another on behalf 
of the king which was also 
known as “blang syiem”. So 
can We say that the daloi of 
Nartiang is not just a daloi but 
a vassal of the Jaintia king, or 
was it just the summer capital 
of the kingdom? It looks like 
the daloi of Nartiang is sec­
ond only to the Jaintia king 
in the traditional political 
and administrative system 
prevalent then.
Nartiang and Jaintiapur the 
twin cities of the kingdom 

Nartiang and Jaintiapur 
were like twins, one can­
not understand the former 
without understanding the 
latter. The two places were

that people have followed 
since the past. People in 
Nartiang live a very unique 
religious way of life where 
they observe some Hindu 
festivals and traditions while 
at the same time following 
the tribal religious \yay of 
life. Concerning the rites of 
passage, they observed them 
as per the tribal tradition. It is 
interesting to note that people 
observe two traditions in their 
lives without any problem at 
all. The religion that people 
follow at Nartiang is unique 
because it is a synthesis of 
tribal religion with Hindu­
ism.

Hinduism in Nartiang
The people of Nartiang 

follow two religions simul­
taneously, so how did this 
happen? It is known that the 
kings adopted Hinduism and 
the people in the area also 
practice certain aspects of

To understand Nartiang one also has to 
understand the Jaintia kingdom and know 

the position that this place holds in the 
hierarchy of places in the kingdom. In 

terms of status, we can say that Nartiang 
was second only to Jaintiapur in its posi­

tion amongst the villages and towns in the 
erstwhile Jaintia kingdom. Nartiang is 

believed to be the summer capital of the 
Jaintia kingdom but from the Jayantia 

Buranji it is found that Nartiang could be 
more than just a summer capital of the 

kingdom.
connected by an ancient 
stone path kno.wn as the 
royal 'path and remnants of 
the same can be seen even 
today. Ironically, it was not 
Sutnga but Nartiang which 
became a popular place in the' 
hills portion of the kingdom. 
It may not be out of place to 
state at the later stage of the 
history of the Jaintia kingdom 
that Nartiang replaced Sutriga 
as the most important place 
in the region. Although the 
tribal kingdom was started 
at Sutnga and was called 
Sutnga kingdom, the place 
was neglected after the kings 
extended their dominions to 
the plains.

The oral narrative says 
that Nartiang was the summer 
capital of the Jaintia kingdom 
and Jaintiapur was the winter 
capital. Jaintiapur is now 
part of Bangladesh but one 
can still see the ruins of the 
kingdom in the area and the 
monoliths in the place which 
stand tall even today. There 
are about 40 Pnar households 
in Jaintiapur and they main­
tain their tribal culture. The 
two places are connected by 
history and the tradition that 
they share.

Th'e religion of the place
The place is also unique 

in the context of the religion

precisely Shillong, has not 
been at its best. In the past 
decade it has not improved. 
It has instead almost reached 
its worst time.

There are many schemes 
and programmes and festi­
vals that could and should 
and must have been disputed 
within the hidden chambers 
of the cabinet of the coali­
tion Government (of which 
the BJP is a party to), and in 
the present circumstance the 
most obvious and prevalent 
dispute among the coalition 
members must have been 
the distribution of monetary 
handouts to whomever and 
wherever for the obvious 
reason that in the name of a 
“Government Handout” any­
thing goes; even a personal 
bribe. This in no way denies 
that there may be many more 
issues that must’ve been de­
bated but this one - the free 
handout of cash, at this point 
in time - deserves far more 
scrutiny than any other. That 
is my opinion. To have to 
come out with an idea such as 
a monetary handout reflects 
a wretched impoverishment 
and a stagnation of the gov­
ernment mind. My opinion 
on the matter is essentially an 
‘ad rem’ attack on freebies - 
especially monetary. Perhaps 
if the freebie was linked to 
the payment of 2023 school 
fees, or some other bur­
den that the underprivileged 
section of society face, my 
criticism would be somewhat 
thwarted. However coming 
back to our present context,

Hinduism. And because the 
king also worshiped some 
Hindu gods, the subjects of 
the kingdom too followed 
the king. Not only that, but 
people in Nartiang worship 
tribal as well as Hindu gods, 
but the village also has two 
temples, the Jay anti Devi 
temple and the other is the 
temple of Shiva. The other 
unique aspect of the temple 
here is that there are few 
ancient canons in the Shiv 
temple at Nartiang. We don’t 
know if  the temple came 
before the tradition because 
the place is also believed to 
be a “Shaktipeeth.” So did 
Hinduism exist in Nartiang 
since ancient times? Or was 
it brought to the place by 
the king is also another very 
important question.

The monolith 
Nartiang is also famous 

for the monolith park and 
there are at least three stories 
about the monoliths which 
are popular. During the U 
Kiang Nangbah-led Jain­
tia rebellion, Dr. Thornton 
mentioned the megalithic 
bridge at Nartiang which are 
similarto the stone bridges in 
the Amlarem area (Dr. James 
Howard Thornton (1834- 
1919), Memories of Seven 
Campaigns: a record of thir-

I'm sure we can agree that 
government itself has ad­
mitted in another case that
“.........there will have to be a
different approach in future” 
(I'm quoting off the top of my 
head here because I do not 
have access to the verbatim 
right now, and I'm sure you 
understand the subject that 
the above quote is with refer­
ence to).

Now I'm not being sarcas­
tic, but admittedly this is an 
admission that government 
relents its past approach. 
This being so, it should have 
alerted the government to the 
implementation of any other 
business including freebies 
because educated people un­
derstand that freebies aren’t 
really free, someone will, 
eventually land up making a 
payback for the freebie that 
others took and the truth is 
that it is the future generation 
that pays the price. In short, 
we are robbing our children 
of the right to a development 
scheme in the future. Con­
sider this: if everyone in the 
State was given a choice of 
Rs.50,000 now, as a one- time 
freebie or better roads in the 
years to come what would the 
people opt for? Any argument 
in support of a freebie would 
be fallacious — Why? Be­
cause what one is getting now 
is at the cost of development 
and development belongs to 
the later generations.

The psychological, moral 
and economic dilemma pro­
vides an endless topic for de­
bate on whether governments

ty-five years’ service in the 
Indian Medical Department 
in India, China, Egypt, and 
Sudan, published in 1895.) 
There is also a story about 
u Marphalangki who on his 
return from Raliang village 
to Nartiang because it was 
raining, requested an old lady 
in a hut to lend him something 
to protect himself from rain. 
Pointing her hand to the stone, 
the old lady said, “for a man 
of your size, why don’t you 
just take the stone and protect 
yourself?” Marphalangki took 
the stone and put it over his 
head to protect himself, but 
the stone is not ordinary. One 
of the big stones at Nartiang 
is believed to be the stone that 
Marphalangki carried from 
Raliang to protect himself 
from the rain.

The story of the tallest 
stone at the park is believed to 
be erected by Marphalangki 
and there is a Karbi connec­
tion to the story. The story 
has it that U Marphalangki 
tried to put the stone up, but 
his efforts went futile. They 
conducted egg divination 
and the message was, that the 
gods needed to be propitiated 
by offering human sacrifice. 
A golden lime container was 
purposely dropped in the hole 
dug to erect the stone. A Karbi 
man who came to Nartiang 
market, not suspecting any 
wrong intention went to pick 
up the container and u Mar 
immediately lifted the stone 
and put it inside the hole 
over the poor man’s dead 
body. There is another story 
connected with the monolith 
park at Nartiang which is that 
the monoliths were erected to 
celebrate the coronation of 
one of the Jaintia kings.

The Monolith Park 
and the ASI tag

Monolith Park at Nartiang 
is attracting tourists but'the 
spot is not well managed. 
During the seminar organized 
by MLCU, the headman of 
the dorbar chnong ofNartiang 
expressed his helplessness 
about the fact that the com­
munity is not able to man­
age the park. They are the 
custodians of the heritage 
site but since the place falls 
under Archeological Survey 
of India (ASI) protection 
sites, they can do nothing to 
manage or preserve the park. 
The community planned to 
collect entry fees to the park 
to generate income to man­
age and protect the important 
heritage sites but their hands 
are tied. By not permitting the 
community to manage and 
run the park the ASI is not 
taking the community into 
confidence and partnering 
with them in protecting the 
important heritage. Perhaps 
the state government can also 
mediate so that an arrange­
ment can be made where the 
community and ASI work 
in partnership to protect this 
important heritage.

should be concerned with 
providing welfare or empow­
ering the people. In my way 
of thinking any government 
should prefer empowerment 
over welfare as the greatest 
virtue. Develop the capabili­
ties of the people is the clarion 
call. The greatest mistake any 
government can make is by 
making "the poor feel like they 
are rich without working for 
it and this is precisely what a 
freebie does. Having said the 
above many would be there 
who would prefer that I be 
locked up but, in my defence 
I am not altogether against 
welfare schemes except that 
they should be linked to a 
long-term scheme.

To add to the above, The 
Supreme Court of India on 
Jan 25, 2022 had sought 
responses from the Union 
Government and the Elec­
tion Commission of India, 
On the practice of freebies 
being given/promised before 
an election with a serious 
observation that this was a 
critical matter. Sadly, noth­
ing concrete has materialized 
apart from holding meetings 
between the Election Com­
mission and some political 
parties.

Yours etc., 
Gregory F Shullai, 

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

German FM in India

Exploring economic 
opportunities

_______  ByD.K.Giri
The Foreign Minister of 

Germany Annalena Baerbock 
was in India this week on a 
two-day visit. The purpose 
and the timing of the visit co­
incided with Germany finish­
ing its term as the president 
of G-7 group this month as 
India takes over as the presi­
dent of G-20 countries. Some 
observers suggest that it was 
a make-up visit after the 
youngish Foreign Minister of 
the Green Party of Germany 
had advocated international 
involvement in resolution of 
the Kashmir issue between 
India and Pakistan.

However, in the words 
of the foreign Minister, the 
focus of her visit consisted 
of three areas; economic 
cooperation, climate crisis 
mainly dealing with the en­
ergy question that enhances 
the use of renewables, and 
security. Germany leading in 
the replacement of fossil fuel 
and nuclear energy will help 
India to make that change­
over in the energy sector. 
The Foreign Minister said, 
“We are not making empty 
promises when, we say that 
we want to further strengthen 
our economic, climate and 
security-policy cooperation 
with India, beyond what we 
are already doing through our 
strategic partnership. This is 
why, while in New Delhi, I 
will also be signing a Mobil­
ity Partnership Agreement 
that will'make it easier for 
our citizens to study, conduct 
research and work in each 
other’s’-countries”.

Be the motivation of the 
visit as it may, let us decipher 
from her- statements, and 
interactions with her coun­
terpart and other officials, 
Germany’s current strategy 
on India that may impact the 
growth of relations between 
two countries. For a start, it 
was assumed that the western 
countries including Germany 
were looking for a substitute 
country to China for their 
investment. Germany had 
specifically mentioned India 
as an obvious destination. 
This perception was clearly 
dispelled by Baerbock. She 
said “no” in response to a . 
specific query that Germany 
was treating India as a re­
placement for China.

Baerbock made a distinc­
tion between Germany’s 
policy on China and that with 
India. She said that they have 
a value partnership with India 
whereas their relations with 
China are economic. Germa­
ny has been maintaining that 
China poses ‘systemic threat 
to the world”. Baerbock reit­
erated that position in New 
Delhi. Referring to Beijing as 
a “systemic rival”, Baerbock 
made clear that Germany’s 
policy would be more mus­
cular and competitive. She 
said, “China has changed 
very much over the last few 
years and the whole region 
can see this. Therefore, the 
exchange with actors from 
the region is very important 
to us, especially with India, 
which is a direct neighbour 
(of China),"

Berlin, Baerbok added, 
would pursue an Indo-Pacif­
ic strategy that focused on 
deepening cooperation with 
partners like India and Japan 
while cutting dependence 
on China.“There is huge 
potential for cooperation 
with India not only on the 
economic side but also on 
the security situation.” The 
Minister emphasised that 
Germany was always willing 
and striving to reinforce a 
rule-based international order 
in the world including in the 
India-pacific region.

Baerbock backed her as­
sertion by invoking the sail­
ing of Brandenburg-class of 
German navy to. Mumbai. 
She said, “With the visit of 
the frigate Bayern to Mumbai 
at the beginning of the year, 
we have shown that we will 
underpin our (Indo-Pacific) 
guidelines with concrete ac­
tion. In the future, we want 
to further intensify German- 
Indian cooperation in the 
field of security policy.” 
She also announced that 
Germany would also look to 
engage with Prime Minister 
Modi’s Indo-Pacific Oceans 
Initiative. The intentional 
politicalobservers wonder 
whether theForeign Minis­
ter’s statements on China 
and India-pacificThe German 
Foreign Minister’s comments

sit somewhat awkwardly 
with the more conciliato­
ry position towards China 
taken by Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz.GermanChancel- 
lor recently visited China 
to meet with President Xi 
Jinping after the latter was 
reflected by the Communist 
Party Congress. Scholz was 
accompanied by a high- 
powered group of business­
men from Germany’s largest 
corporations. China has been 
Germany’s largest economic 
partner since 2016, with the 
latter’s firms pouring around 
10 billion euros in new in­
vestments into the Chinese 
market in 2022 alone.

Chancellor Scholz also 
controversially approved 
Chinese investments in 
Hamburg port, which is Ger­
many’s largest port. The deal 
was pushed through by the 
Chancellor despite concerns 
from numerous ministries 
about the national security 
risks posed by the deal.

The clear gap between 
Scholz’s actions and Baer- 
bock’s statements seem to 
signal a divide over China 
in the coalition government 

‘ that replaced Angela Merkel 
in December 2021. Scholz- 
belongs to centre-leff Social 
Democratic Party while 
Baerbock belongs to the Al­
liance 90/The Green Party, 
another part on the left of the 
political spectrum.

Is there a divide really?
■ On deeper examination, we 
may find that Germany poli­
cy could really be consistent. 
Germany is the strongest 
economy in the European 
Union.' It has built its eco­
nomic power systematically 
and assiduously- German 
foreign policy is a function 
of its economic strength. 
Germany will even want 
to separate their economic 
interest from the security 
concerns. Whilst it may go 
with NATO for its secu­
rity imperatives, it will deal 
with China for its economic . 
needs. The Foreign Minister 
said it Would be better if the 
political values and econom­
ic needs are co-terminus. If 
not, the economic interests 
will Override the other pri­
orities. That is the logic that 
drove the European Union 
Project with Germany on 
the driver’s seat along with 
a few co-pilots from time 
to time.

New Delhi has not yet 
grasped the urgency of 
building its economy. Given 
the size and potential of the 
market,in India, the entire 
democratic world including 
Germany will like India to 
grow and be ready to absorb 
the investment. But the pri­
orities of the leadership in 
Delhi do not seem to respond 
to this need. China will con­
tinue to draw the attention of 
big economies until they find 
viable alternatives matching 
China’s size and structures it 
has built so far. New Delhi 
must be wary of this gap.

. The other strategic dif­
ference New Delhi must be 
wary of is that for Europe, 
Russia is the elephant in the 
room, and they are deeply 
concerned about the ongoing 
war in Ukraine. Beijing is 
not their security concern as 
much as it is for India purely 
because of. geo-political 
reasons. They are wary of 
India’s attitude towards Rus­
sia as New Delhi is about 
Europe’s towards China. 
New Delhi could use it as 
bargaining tool by being 
pro-active in the Ukrainian 
war in terms of bring about 
a case-fire if not complete 
cessation of the conflict.

Yet, the other strategic 
option is to explore a “third 
way’ between being Pro- 
USA or Pro-China. Germany 
may be exploring this as 
a pragmatic and progres­
sive line of thinking based 
on the concept of strategic 
autonomy. New Delhi has 
a similar approach. There 
is then a clear convergence 
between Germany and India: 
Is it worth pursuing? At the 
same time, if Europe can 
impress upon Beijing to give 
up its expansionism, and 
India can persuade Russia 
to avoid military aggres­
sion, we could fast progress 
towards a rule-based world 
order!—INFA

(The writer is Prof. In­
ternational Politics JIM- 
MC)
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Mukroh killings turn memory blip
THERE was much sound and fury when No­
vember 22 happened and five able-bodied men 
from Mukroh village were shot at by Assam 
Police on the Meghalaya side o f the border. 
VIPs rushed to the place o f the incident more 
for photo-ops than anything else. The Cherry 
Blossom Festival that had drawn a huge traffic 
o f tourists was called off leading to unsched­
uled travel plans for many. Now, anyone will 
think twice about attending any programme in 
Meghalaya, not least a literature event which 
is erroneously termed a festival when it is all 
about discussing issues and books and writers. 
The idea o f blindly copying the phrase “LitFest 
(Literature Festival) shows a lack o f original­
ity. Its as if  the word LitFest alone would be a 
crowd puller. Anyway, the much- hyped Autumn 
Festival is amongst the jinxed list.

After having brought the state to  a halt it 
would be fair to expect that the pressure groups 
would continue their demand for the arrest of 
the trigger-happy Assam policemen and for an 
independent probe that would be supervised 
by the Meghalaya High Court since the kill­
ings happened within the state boundaries of 
Meghalaya. But as o f now, no one knows what 
is happening on this case. Without public pres­
sure this case too will be forgotten even as the 
election drums are beginning to sound loud and 
furious. This is not the first time that killings 
have happened at the border and that people 
have been outraged. Ironically such outrage' is 
short-lived. People move on with their priori­
ties and those who suffer and have their hopes 
kindled by the presence o f sa many ostensibly 
empathetic visitors, now feel abandoned. No one 
knows whether these families that have lost their 
loved ones will ever get justice. Merely paying 
a one-time compensation cannot wipe away the 
silent tears o f loneliness and the bleak future that 
the survivors have to face.

Assam continues to behave like the proverbial 
big brother in all such border conflicts and there 
is no remorse whatsoever at the inhuman crimes 
committed on November 22 by the police o f that 
state. In the case of Mizoram, though the Assam 
Police dare not carry out such misadventures 
even though the Mizos have in recent times, 
reportedly turned the areas under conflict with 
Assam as huge garbage dumps, notwithstanding 
the fact that the area is treated as sacrosanct since 
five Assam Police personnel had lost their lives 
at the very spot. These different posturing for 
different states has to end. Perhaps the Supreme 
Court should step in and settle the boundary 
disputes between all the states bordering As­
sam, once and for all. Only then would justice 
be delivered.

A Non Economist’s Guide to 
Meghalaya’s Economic Crisis

Numbers and phrases that 
economists and planners 
throw at us can be confus­
ing. Per Capita Income, Rate 
of Growth, Unemployment 
Rate, Net State Domestic 
Product. But I know that 
these numbers and phrases 
have real lives. Food on 
the table, rent paid, hospital 
bills taken care of, school 
fees cleared. So I try to un­
derstand in my own way the 
jargon of Economy. I have 
always thought that economy 
needs to be understood in 
terms of how we as human 
beings labour to earn our 
means of survival. Econom­
ics needs to answer questions 
of everyday life. And the an­
swers we seek have to have 
an ideological perspective so 
that we can decide on eco­
nomic policies. As in what 
would that policy mean? 
Will it mean just basic food 
and shelter or will it mean 
an all round development of 
our family, community and 
humanity?

So let me begin by three 
economic questions that I 
always ask. Do we have 
enough-to live? Is there 
enough income to pay for 
that and how is that income 
distributed? We can take out 
as many rallies, wring as 
many hands, publish as many 
headlines, but if we don’t 
situate our angst in these 
fundamental questions of 
economic reality, Meghalaya 
shall see no change.

Seven years ago we were 
campaigning for an increase 
in the official minimum 
wages. We asked a simple 
question: how much money 
does a family of four need 
to survive and we did a sur­
vey. We found that a family 
needed a minimum of Rs. 
15,205 rupees per month to 
barely survive. Obviously we 
know that the cost of living 
has gone up in these seven 
years, things are more expen­
sive. My economist friends 
tell me that one would need 
approximately 21,895 rupees 
now. So where is this income 
going to come from? As a 
state do we produce enough 
to provide for our people? 
Are there enough well pay- 
ingjobs?

For instance, Meghalaya 
is one of the poorest states 
in India if we compare it 
vis-a-vis per capita income 
or the income every resident 
of Meghalaya would have 
every year if all the income 
produced in the state is di­
vided equally amongst them. 
In 2020-21, the per capita 
income of Meghalaya was 
approximately Rs. 80,000 
per year. Compared to simi­
lar sized states and with simi-

By Angela Rangad
lar geographical conditions 
like Sikkim, Mizoram and 
Tripura we can clearly see 
we are poorer. Our state does 
not have enough income to 
go around. Rs 82,182 means 
that every family with two

could be a bit more bear­
able. But with our per capita 
income being so low, even 
with growth in per capita 
income in 2020, a family can. 
only make approximately Rs. 
14000/month if the distribu-
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cost of living and inflation 
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i Letters to the Editor

Accountability 
the need of the 

hour
Editor,
When Conrad Sangma 

announced in December last 
year that JICA has granted 
Rs 700 crores for the devel­
opment of the tourism sector 
in Meghalaya, I had written 
in these columns that if the 
amount sanctioned is a loan, 
then an audit mechanism 
should be there to ensure 
that the money is not mis­
used. JICA is the Japanese 
multilateral organization 
that provides development 
assistance to developing 
countries through grants in 
aid and concessional loans. 
Recently someone had ac­
cused the current dispensa­
tion o f misutilization of 
the loan sanctioned for the 
tourism sector in the State. 
According to him, money 
earmarked for the tourism 
sector has been used for con­
struction of roads instead. I 
don't support the political or­
ganization he belongs to but 
if the person raises a valid 
point, then his argument 
should not be simply brushed 
aside just because he's not a 
resident of Meghalaya.

The residents and the

intelligentsia in our state 
should be ashamed because 
it took a person from outside 
to point out the possible 
loopholes in the implementa­
tion of a loan sanctioned for 
a critical sector in the state. 
If  the money is properly 
utilized, then well and good 
but if there is misutilization 
then it can have serious 
ramifications for the state 
and the future generations. 
If someone has ever taken 
a big loan, then they will 
know the financial burden 
that the loan will cause even 
if it is used for the intended 
purpose. People who have 
taken such kind of loans will 
generally feel that there is a 
heavy weight on their shoul­
ders. Once the loan is repaid, 
they will immediately feel 
relieved.

The state of Meghalaya 
now has a heavy economic 
burden on its weak shoulder 
even if the loan taken is 
used for the intended pur­
pose. Just imagine a situation 
where the loan taken has not 
been utilized for the purpose 
intended; imagine paying 
crores of rupees as interest 
payment alone every month 
for a loan that has been not 
properly utilized. God only 
knows what will happen 
to our state and the future 
generations. The need of the

hour for a state like Megha­
laya is accountability. There 
should be a strong and ef­
ficient audit mechanism that 
will find out any loopholes 
in the utilisation of public 
money for development 
projects.

Yours etc., 
Gary Marbaniang, 

Via email

Inspiration 
from great 

personalities 
like Phan 

Nonglait...
Editor,
Apropos of the news item 

about the unsung heroine of 
Meghalaya — Phan Nonglait, 
"Group appeals for Centre, 
state recognition to Phan 
Nonglait" (ST, December 7, 
2022), it instantly occurred 
to me that the story would 
evoke a lot of responses. 
People will overwhelmingly 
come forward in support of 
the Maitshaphrang Move­
ment.

But I did not notice any­
thing as such except the 
support from MLA Adelbert 
Nongrum. This itself is a 
QUESTION mark. However,

the sacrifices of Phan Non­
glait should provoke us to 
think deeper. We should not 
think twice but stand with 
the organization's chairman, 
Michael Syiem. I agree with 
Mr Syiem that the courage of 
Phan Nonglait is less known 
to many, let alone others 
from outside this state. Now, 
I believe, he should not be 
the lone person to speak of 
the inspiring contributions of 
this woman freedom fighter. 
We all need to sing songs of 
praises in chorus.
. Inspiration from person­
alities with valour and vir­
tues is essential in society. 
In the absence of "dignified" 
role models, the youths may 
certainly go astray. Whether 
one agrees or not, amidst 
the cacophony of social 
media and entertainment 
worlds, our children have 
been choosing the "wrong" 
people for inspiration. This 
is detrimental.

Those celebrities, whom 
our grown-up kids now look 
upon and whose lifestyles 
they copy take them away 
from "reality". Their behav­
ioural attitude and activities 
are hardly worth emulat­
ing. Those entertainment 
celebrities have risen to 
fame by doing what they 
should not. Most of them are 
self-centred. I will not dig

rghinis, SUVs, erect gleam­
ing glass fronted buildings, 
have swimming pools, so

deeper into it. But what is 
unfortunate is that the glitter 
of glamour has blinded our 
new generation. They are 
deluded to move away from 
a value-based world. Need­
less to say, our children now 
know more about Shakira, 
Kim Kardashian, Britney 
Spears, Sherlyn Chopra, 
Salman Khan... The valor­
ous personalities like Phan 
Nonglait, Rani Gaidinliu, 
and Kanaklata hardly appeal 
to them. This can be ascer­
tained from the "LIKES" 
they receive on social media 
compared to the entertain­
ment celebrities. It clearly 
shows how deluded the new 
generation is.

Well, just ponder with 
seriousness the hardship 
and sacrifices that must 
have been made by Phan 
Nonglait two hundred years 
ago. Those days, hardly any 
woman could think of leav­
ing the hearth and home. But 
Phan Nonglait had come out 
with bows and arrows. She 
did that to protect these hilly 
regions. She supported U 
Tirot Sing and struggled with 
determination to fight back 
the enemy forces. Is this 
not awe-inspiring? Why are 
such proud historical facts 
missing from our school 
textbooks?

It is the responsibility- of

we know that 82000 rupees 
is not equally distributed 
amongst the people. That 
means that out of 82000, 
for the larger masses there 
is less to go around. Just ask 
working people around about 
the number of people in the 
family who have to work to 
sustain themselves and how 
long their working hours 
are, and the story of family 
poverty would strike you 
hard. And available data cor­
roborates these realities. If 
we look at Multidimensional 
Poverty Index for the states 
we find that qne third of our 
population (32.8%) is poor 
and experiences deprivation. 
So extreme inequality is at 
the very heart of the eco­
nomic ljfe of Meghalaya.

But we can reduce our 
poverty, if our economy was 
growing'fast enough. But 
as RBI said that our Rate of 
Growth is much below the 
national average, rather one 
of the lowest in the country. 
That means while our popu­
lation is growing, the wealth 
in the state is not growing 
fast enough.

In my campaigns, I have 
heard people talk about how 
their lives are becoming 
more arid more difficult. 
Meghalaya -with its hi-level 
corruption of political-bureu- 
cratic class that comers most 
of the developmental pie and 
a society where people can’t 
run their livelihood and small 
businesses and agriculture 
in peace means that our 
economy rather than grow­
ing is actually slowing down. 
That is why more young 
people are leaving the state 
for work, more children are 
getting stunted, more young 
people are dropping out of 
education, and more criminal 
activities like drug peddling 
is eating our everyday^life.

1 But Our MLAs and pro­
spective MLAs are excitedly 
distributing one time doles 
rather than working and 
thinking of policies that shall 
increase our growth rate and 
increase per capita income 
in a way that creates more 
employment and sustainable 
amenities and infrastructure 
for all so that citizens don’t 
have to be desperate for the 
doles from the politicians. 
Maybe thats why politicians 
do not think of economic 
policies because they want 
working people to be their 
slaves. If we don’t want to 
live our lives precariously we 
need to make economy work 
for the people. We need to get 
angry at the numbers.

Economy is finally how 
we live.

the Government, both central 
and state, to ensure that those 
great personalities are com- 
mepiorated in every possible 
way. Their sacrifices and 
contributions alone inspire 
our children to walk on the 
"righteous" path. Yes, we 
should erect a number of 
busts and statues of such 
heroic women and institute 
awards in their honour as 
suggested by Mr Syiem. 
More importantly, their sac­
rifices and contributions 
should be made compulsory 
subjects in all academic in­
stitutions. It would be a good 
idea if we could name our 
important hospitals, schools, 
colleges, roads and other 
developmental plans and 
programs under their names. 
We have named enough in 
honour of a few “leaders" 
without any sense. That 
should be stopped. Let's 
learn to choose our role 
models with more sense and 
discernment.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

(Member, International 
Human Rights Commission) 
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Prognosis for 
Next Year

_______ By Ajit Ranade
There have been a slew 

of reports and papers on 
the Indian economy in the 
past two weeks. The most 
important one was the gov­
ernment’s own release of 
data on the economy. This 
was the official growth esti­
mate for the second quarter 
of this fiscal year, i.e., from 
July to September from the 
National Statistical Office 
The data comes with a two- 
month lag and was released 
at the end of November. The 
other major report was from 
the Reserve Bank of India’s 
Monetary Policy Commit­
tee. The MPC gave its latest 
estimate of growth for this 
fiscal year as well as outlook 
for inflation. Just a day be­
fore the MPC forecast was a 
report from the World Bank 
on India’s growth for this 
year and the next. Apart from, 
these reports from reputed 
and official agencies, was 
a report on India’s decadal 
prospects, from the global 
bank Morgan Stanley, which 
got a lot of publicity. Apart 
from these reports there 
were several others with an 
in-depth analysis of growth 
performance .and prospects, 
complemented by the con­
stant flow of real-time data 
such as the stock market, tax 
collections, passenger and 
cargo traffic, corporate prof­
itability results and so on.

Are the major reports 
consistent with each other? 
Take the MPC of the Reserve 
Bank of India. The MPC 
revised growth estimates 
downwards from 7 to 6.8 
percent. It was concerned 
about the global slowdown, 
the negative impact on In­
dia’s exports and headwinds 
from geopolitical tensions. 
Added to all this was the 
tightening of global financial 
conditions, i.e., higher inter­
est rates and perhaps lower 
capital flows to emerging 
market economies like India. 
MPC said that for the next 
quarters growth would slow 
down even further to 4,3 
and 4.2 percent respectively. 
None of this is exceptional. 
You can’t accuse MPC of 
being unreasonably- cau­
tious. By contrast the World 
Bank revised its estimates 
of India upward from 6.5 
to 6.9 percent, citing im­
proved prospects for the 
domestic economy. Their 
respective caution and op­
timism might appear to be 
contradictory but their final 
number estimate of growth 
in fact has almost converged. 
So maybe the World Bank 
was top cautious earlier and 
hence revised its estimate 
upward.

The Morgan Stanley re­
port is extraordinarily up­
beat. It takes a decadal view 
and predicts a doubling of 
the economic size to 8.5 tril­
lion dollars, and also its per 
capita income. The report, 
is addressed to global stock 
market investors and tells 
them that India’s rise and 
growth in its stock market is 
“once in a generation shift, 
and (great) opportunity for 
investors and companies”. 
Since it takes a medium to 
long term view, you can­
not disagree with Morgan 
Stanley, at least for now, 
although the Financial Times 
of London, commenting on 
this report advises caution 
to investors. Growth alone 
does not spell stock market 
wealth especially for dol­
lar investors. The FT cites 
the examples of Brazil and 
China where stocks inves­
tors have lost money despite 
good economic growth.

So, it’s best to examine 
the data as reported by the 
government itself and then 
make a prognosis. The sec­
ond quarter saw economy 
expanding by 6.3 percent 
(compared to last year same 
period), and this rate of 
expansion was slower than 
13.5 percent recorded during 
April to June. So, the slow­

down is palpable and next 
two quarters might see even 
slower growth. In terms 
of the size of the economy 
it is only about 7.5 percent 
bigger than in 2019, which 
means over the past three 
years the average growth is 
barely 2.5 percent per year. 
This is the impact of the 
sharp dent during Covid. 
But over that same period 
the U.S. economy (with half 
million Covid deaths) has 
expanded faster and so has 
China (with very few deaths, 
and despite very harsh lock­
downs). It is true that even at 
6.8 or 6.9 percent, this year 
India will continue to be the 
fastest growth economy in 
the world. Bear in mind that 
China and U.S.A. together 
make up 45 percent of the 
global economy, whereas 
India’s share is 3.5 percent. 
So, India’s growth has to 
be much higher in order to 
make a difference in its do­
mestic living standards.

The drivers of economic 
growth are consumer spend­
ing, investments in new 
capacity and projects, gov­
ernment’s fiscal push and 
exports. The latter clocked 
negative during October and 
is badly affected by global 
recession. In gems, j ewellery 
and engineering, exports 
were down by more than 20 
percent compared to last Oc­
tober. Even software exports 
which are India’s strong 
point, will be affected by 
massive layoffs in the tech 
sector in the. United States. 
As for government’s sup­
port, since there is no fiscal 
room to further expand the 
deficit, it cannot be counted 
upon to support growth next 
year. The combined fiscal 
deficit (States plus Centre) is 
above 10 percent of the GDP 
and the debt ratio is also at 
a high of 90 percent. As for 
investments, the FM has 
exhorted the private sector to 
increase investments.
• There are early signs, 
but overall, the numbers are 
very sluggish. The recent 
impressive growth in bank 
credit should be treated with 
caution, since much of that 
growth has come from hous­
ing, vehicle loans and retail 
credit. This accounts for a 
very small portion of con­
sumers. The real push must 
come from credit growth to 
industry and commercial 
projects. As for consumer 
spending supporting strong 
growth, that is hampered 
by twb things: inflation and • 
unemployment. Inflation 
has been above 6 percent for 
almost three years. That af­
fects consumers, as they try 
to cut back on the purchase 
of discretionary items.

Wholesale price inflation 
which affects producers 
and small entrepreneurs is 
in double digits. The oth­
er influence on consumer 
spending is from unem­
ployment which has now 
officially climbed to 8 per­
cent. Job anxiety too can 
curtail consumer spending. 
So, all four growth driv­
ers -  consumers, investors, 
government, and exports 
are facing challenges. Hence 
slower growth during 2023 
is to be expected. Added to 
this are the challenges from 
the exchange rate, since the 
trade deficit is large. Interest 
rates are already rising add­
ing to the cost of borrowing • 
and cost of capital.

India can take solace 
that its growth rate is higher 
than most of the other large 
economies. But in the com­
ing year the focus needs to 
be on increasing resilience 
and ensuring that lower 
growth does not cause more 
hardship to the poorest in the 
country.

Dr. A jit Ranade is a 
noted economist) (Syndi­
cate: The Billion Press) 
(email: editor@thebillion- 
press.org)
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Games the dragon plays
IT S the same story again. China provokes In­
dia, a lew injuries are caused, and then it opens 
discussions to solve the crisis. The confrontation

*

on December 9 in Tawang along the border re­
gion of Arunachal Pradesh in the eastern sector 
fits into this familiar pattern. China’s attempt 
to grab a peak was reportedly thwarted. Indian 
military sources say the attempt was to change 
the status quo vis-a-vis the border and hold on to 
the seized territory. Discussions were held and 
a withdrawal by the Chinese forces done as per 
initial reports released on Tuesday. This was, in 
effect, a continuation o f the Chinese aggression 
in Gahvan Valley in the Ladakh region on the 
western sector in 2020. Short o f a war, there 
were casualties on both sides in that fight with 
sticks, stones and muscle power. Last Friday’s 
conflict too took the all too familiar route.

Conflicts follow' talks at the highest military 
levels. Even as such talks were held in as many 
as 16 rounds so far after the Galwan Valley fight, 
reports are that Indian soldiers and PLA faced 
each other in seven areas in Ladakh since 2020. 
In five of these, there was “limited step back,” 
the disadvantage perhaps being more for the In­
dian side. Notably, if  China has an “advantage” 
in its conflicts with India, the reason is also that it 
plans and strikes first as part o f a militaty agenda 
o f aggression. Grabbing the neighbours’ land via 
“salami slicing” is what comes naturally to the 
Chinese — against India’s peace initiatives dur­
ing the Nehru era and abundant caution there­
after. The Chinese military spend is four times 
that of India. The two nations were on an equal 
footing in terms o f military might by the turn of 
the century while the recent years saw Chinese 
military capability rising five-fold compared to 
India’s in most sectors o f warfare. Yet, at ground 
level, man to man, Indian soldiers fare better. 
They demonstrate a better grit, determination 
and fighting spirit.

The 1962 conflict took place over Chinese 
perceptions vis-a-vis the borders along the Aksai 
Chin / Ladakh- region on the western side and 
Arunachal/ Sikkim on the eastern sector. In both 
sectors, China is currently engaged in a massive 
troop and infrastructure build-up in what’s sus­
pected as preparations for a future war. India is 
doubly alert and well-positioned in the Ladakh 
sector, perhaps a reason why the Chinese chose 
the Arunachal region for a confrontation this 
time. Military might by itself does not win a 
war especially when the enemy is resolute as is 
amply demonstrated in Ukraine. Better sense 
should prevail on all sides.

Do we dare 
vote for 
change?

Editor,
S h i l lo n g  Jo tt ings has  a l ­

w ay s  been very  interesting to 
r ead  for m e  a n d  th is  w eek 's  
"I  a m  a K ing,"  is n o t  on ly  
i n te r e s t in g  h u t  s a r c a s m  at 
it's best.  T h is  is actually  w hat  
the  scen ar io  is few m o n th s  
b e fo re  e lect ions.  A s  c it izens 
o f  the  state , to be  p ro v id ed  
w i t h  p r o p e r  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  
d r in k in g  w ater ,  e lec tr ic i ty ,  
quality  educa tion ,  etc a re  but 
just a few  o f  the  asp ira t iops 
o f  the c o m m o n  p eop le  o f  the 
state .  I he  C o n ra d  S a n g m a  
led, M. DA g o \  c m rn en t  had  
seen .1 n u m b er  :>! upheavals  
from the  I h em  M e to r  issue, 
t h e  C h e r i s t e r f i e l d  p o l i c e  
e n c o u n t e r ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  
D o m e  c o l iu p ^ c .  the  la tes t  
b e in g  th e  M u k ro h  m assacre ,  
and  f e u  m i 're  A lo n g s id e  the

Meghalaya Boundary 
Dispute with Assam

n e g a t iv e s  m e re h -i been
positive c'uinge.- but these 
pale into insignificance when 
compared to the scams that 
have blo\\n on the lace  of 
this ( u > \ e n i i i ; e : s ;

Now t h a t  e :ue a tew 
months a^a> from exercis­
ing our (ranchi>e, sit ting 
ML As. M U C s and fresh

faces are already at work. 
While those in government 
are seen busy laying foun­
dation stones though we 
may never know if any of 
these projects would ever 
kick-start leave alone be 
completed, the new aspiring 
candidates are preparing 
themselves vehemently to 
join the band wagon. Gifts,/ 
cash and different kinds of 
aids are being extended with 
many more to come until 
it's time for us to vote. Once 
again after five years we will 
be filled with promises that 
will never be fulfilled.

True to the caption, we the
people will actually be kings 
and queens. Our every wish 
will be granted and wants 
fulfilled before the elections. 
We the people who suffer 
from short term memory 
loss will be so obliged that 
we will show our loyalty by 
voting for the candidate who 
gives us gifts and money. At 
the time of casting our votes, 
we will simply forget about 
how our representatives 
have failed us. We will fail 
to bring to mind that these 
are the same people who had 
forsaken all our hopes once 
in power. Unresolved issues 
will remain unresolved, the 
common people will swoon 
into the same abyss of hope-

Creation of Meghalaya 
and Khasi Hills

Let us recall that Megha­
laya was initially created on 
the 2nd of April 1970 as an 
Autonomous State within 
the State of Assam by carv­
ing out the then two districts 
of Garo Hills and United 
Khasi-Jaintia Hills under the 
Assam Re-organisation (Me­
ghalaya) Act 1969. The Au­
tonomous State was formed 
without any deliberation on 
its boundaries. The boundar­
ies are defined in Section 3 
of the Act unilaterally and 
arbitrarily by the then Union. 
Government and certainly 
on the guidance of the then 
Assamese government with­
out consulting the people 
or the traditional heads of 
local tribal areas known as 
the Khasi Himas or states 
(Syiemships, Lyngdohships, 
and Sirdarships), the Dol- 
loiships (in JaintiaHills) and 
Nokmas (in Garos Hills) and 
not the three Autonomous 
District Councils. It may be 
mentioned that these three 
tribal states i.e Himas, Dol- 
loiships, and Nokmaships 
extended beyond the bound­
aries unilaterally demarcated 
by the imperial British Raj 
excluding most of the flat 
lands all along the foothills 
in all directions for its own 
commercial interests and to 
serve its purpose of revenue 
administration and collec­
tion. The British Raj even 
included completely one 
Hima or state by the name 
Nongwah comprising some 
forty villages under an indig­
enous chief called Syiem un­
der the Kamrup district and 
the status of the chief was 
reduced to a Sirdar although 
the incumbent is still cho­
sen according to the Khasi 
traditional custom from the 
clan of the former chief. The 
then Government of Assam 
in 1969-1970 must have 
thought that they had noth­
ing to do with these tribal 
institutions while the latter 
expected that their lands 
possessed and exclusively 
occupied by them before 
and during the British time, 
should have remained with 
them after Independence 
of India under the National 
Government; at least men­
tion of the Khasi States does 
occur in the Constitution 
which adequately provides 
for the protection of The 
Scheduled and Tribal Areas 
since 26th January 1950 vide 
Part X, Article 244(2) of the 
Constitution.

The then Assam govern­
ment had taken advantage of 
what tfie British Raj had ar­
bitrarily done to these tribal 
states, Dolloiships and Nok­
maships, and accordingly 
guided the then Union gov­
ernment to unilaterally and 
arbitrarily define the bound­
aries of the then Autonomous 
State of Meghalaya. When 
the Autonomous State was 
upgraded as a full-fledged 
State on 21 January 1972 un­
der the North-Eastern Areas 
(Reorganisation) Act, 1971, 
the boundaries remainsedthe 
same as in the previous Act 
of 1969 vide Section 5(a) of 
the Act. Hence the boundary 
disputes with Assam arose

lessness and inadequacies 
while the five years in power 
for the chosen ones will 
mean an installation and an 
accumulation of wealth and a 
fulfilment of personal desires 
and aspirations.

Once in power, pur rep­
resentatives will bask in the 
light and warmth of power 
and money while we the peo-, 
pie will as always be pushed 
to the periphery with all our 
hopes dashed to the ground. 
This has been history repeat­
ing itself every five years. 
What is left to be watchful 
of are the new aspirants, 
whose resume appear to be 
very impressive. Some are 
aspirants who seem to proj­
ect an earnestness to work 
for the cause of the people, 
aspirants who have a clear 
vision and a roadmap for the 
development and wellbeing 
of the state and its subjects. 
Should they then be given a 
chance? Should we gin our 
hopes on these new faces? 
Though there is this fear that 
what if they will ultimately 
turn out to be no different 
from their seniors. The voter 
is left in a dilemma of sorts 
for a choice has to be made 
but the humungous question 
is who?

As a citizen of the state 
and one who will have to

Dr. Omarlin Kyndiah & Prof. P.M.Passah
and remained unresolved 
even after fifty years. The 
former Hon’ble Governor 
of Meghalaya, Shri Satya 
Pal Malik wa" right when he 
commented tT at the boundar­
ies could have been resolved 
at the time of the creation 
of the new State. It was not 
possible because the then 
Assamese government had 
taken an elder-brother at­
titude and ignored the rights 
of the people of Meghalaya; 
Assam would rather impose 
on these indigenous institu­
tions as already remarked 
above.

Till date Assam has been 
covetously grabbing the 
border lands occupied, uti­
lised, and cultivated by the 
hill tribes well within Me­
ghalaya. It can be seen how 
the government of Assam 
took over the schools, the 
cultivated lands, and even 
a graveyard; and then they 
threatened and kidnapped an 
85-year-old man. The Gov­
ernment of Assam forcibly 
built an outpost established 
a school and dug a botewell 
on the Meghalaya side of the 
border. Regarding the grave­
yard, a case is now pending 
in the Supreme Court. All 
this had occurred at Maikhuli 
and Pilangkata village on 
the Khanapara- Pillangkata 
sector of the border where 
the Indira Bhavan Guest 
House was constructed with 
due permission of Megha­
laya during the 1970s which 
was now cleverly converted 
into Assam Chief Minister’s 
residence. And then the so- 
called Transit Camp of the 
Assam State Transport Cor­
poration is being constructed 
illegally within Meghalaya. 
A case has been filed in the 
Supreme Court by the owner 
of the land where the Transit 
Camp is being built on the 
Meghalaya side of the bor­
der. It can be recalled that the 
Mylliem Syiemship used to 
exercise powers even up to 
the Dispur area during the 
British period. But now ow­
ing to enormous economic 
development in the said sec­
tor after Independence, the 
geography of the area has to­
tally changed and warranted 
a new boundary line to be 
adopted. The VIP National 
Highway from Khanapara to 
Beltola Chariali thence turn­
ing left along the Basistha 
Road up to Barapathat will 
have to be defined as the 
boundary line. This sugges­
tion is for the Khanapara- 
Pillangkatta sector.

As regards the Khasi 
Nongwah state, the Union 
government shall have to be 
approached for the transfer 
of the state to Meghalaya 
as the people of this Hima 
repeatedly petitioned the 
authorities concerned during 
the time of Independence 
of India for its retransfer 
within its parent Khasi Hills 
because it is contiguous to 
these Hills and because its 
people were linguistically 
and culturally belong to the 
Khasi community.

In the rest qf Khasi Hills, 
no suggestion has been made

exercise my voting'rights, I 
dream of a Meghalaya free 
from corruption, nepotism, 
favouritism; a Meghalaya 
that prioritises the citizehs, 
a Meghalaya that will be a 
safe haven for all; a Megha­
laya that will have the best 
health care, road connectiv­
ity, drinking water, electric­
ity, education. Therefore, 
who we choose matters. 
Let us choose wisely and 
correctly for a good present 
and a better tomorrow. Let 
us hope that the winners 
will put aside all personal 
gain and step into the shoes 
of those who have voted for 
them, feel the day to day 
life of the less fortunate and 
work towards making their 
lives better, bring overall 
development of the state. Is 
this too much to ask for?

Yours etc., 
Jenniefer Dkhar, 

Via email

Give the youth 
a chance

Editor,
I am a young voter in Me­

ghalaya and will be casting 
my vote for the second them 
in February 2023. Frankly 
speaking every day we dis­
cuss politics among college 
peers and are sick and tired

here although it is well- 
known how Assam lays 
claim to areas like Langpih 
and other places.
The Case of Jaintia Hills 

Of all the three tribes and 
the three regions that now 
comprise the present Megha­
laya State, the Jaintias and 
their homeland the Jaintia 
Hills, have been the most 
looked down upon since the 
Independence of India. A 
large chunk of Jaintia Hills, 
the very small abode of the 
Jaintias left of their larger 
kingdom was unconstitution­
ally detached, transferred 
and mechanically tagged 
with the non-contiguous 
and truncated Mikir (now 
Karbi Anglong) Hills in 
April 1951, immediately 
after the promulgation of the 
Constitution of Independent 
India on January 26, 1950. 
Hence of all the three re­
gions of Meghalaya, Jaintia 
Hills is an exceptional case 
in the history of the current 
boundary dispute with As­
sam which might be the first 
and only State which had 
violated the provisions of the 
Constitution of India soon 
after it was promulgated on 
26 January 1950 in respect 
of Part -X  (Article 244) and 
Part XII (Article 275). These 
two Parts of the Constitu­
tion along with the Fifth & 
Sixth Schedules adequately 
provide for the protection 
and fiscal assistance to the 
Scheduled and Tribal Areas 
in the country. But the then 
Assam government had po­
litically meddled with the 
tribal areas set apart for the 
Jaintias against the provi­
sion of the Constitution and 
against the ethno-geography , 
and geo-polity of the hill 
tribes in the north-eastern 
region hardly 15 months 
after the Indian Constitution 
came into force. The British 
annexed the Jaintia kingdom 
in 1835 and confined the 
Jaintias to their small hilly 
country as their primitive and 
ancestral home and this was 
duly ratified by the Constitu­
ency Assembly as per the 
Constitution of Independent 
India approved and signed 
on 26 November 1949 & 
promulgated on 26 January 
1950. But the then govern­
ment of Assam against the 
will of the people, detached 
a large portion of the Jaintia 
Hills comprising two Dol­
loiships (Nongphyllut & Ri 
Bhoi), one Sirdarship (Lang- 
soh-Mynriang), a large part 
of Raliang Dalloiship known 
as Pangam Raliang, part of 
each of the Dolloiships of 
Shilliang Myntang, Nangjngi 
and Nartiang, which all- 
together consist of nearly 
half of the Jaintia Hills; and 
as stated above, the detached 
area was forcibly transferred 
and mechanically tagged 
with the non-contiguous 
and truncated Mikir Hills 
for creating the then United 
Mikir & North Cachar Hills 
District on April 13, 1951. 
Since 1951 and for the last 
almost 80 years the Jaintias 
have been demanding a re­
transfer of these two Blocks

with the shenanigans of 
the present stock of politi­
cians. They have taken us 
for granted because large' 
swathes of Meghalaya are 
still populated by literate 
but uneducated, uninformed 
people who are happy to grab 
the Rs 2000 or 5000 shelled 
out by politicians weeks 
before the voting day. All 
this makes us frustrated and 
angry yet there is so little we 
can do to bring change. In 
my own way I am going to 
campaign for the new faces 
in all constituencies. We 
are so tired of the same, old 
tired, cunning and horribly 
corrupt faces. Meghalaya 
deserves better than this. 
Quite a number of my peers 
are so fed up with this whole 
ugly 5-year game of musi­
cal chairs that they intend 
to press the NOTA button 
but how does that help? The 
person who gets the most 
votes will still win.

I feel that we the youth 
now need to come out and 
campaign for those new 
faces that have come forward 
and have been frank enough 
to say that they don’t have 
money to pay the voters or 
the umpteen football clubs 
and cricket clubs and musi­
cal clubs that appear like 
mushroom before the elec-

as per the pre-1951 Map of 
Jaintia Hills.

In a conciliatory spirit, 
it is expected that Assam 
would restore the pre-1951 
Jaintia Map depicting the 
home of the Jaintia tribes 
as earmarked and allotted 
by the British Government 
and ratified by the Constitu­
tion of India promulgated 
on January 26, 1950, and, 
whatever area left of the 
present West Karbi Anglong 
District be retained by Assam 
for attaching the same, if so 
chooses, to the Morigapn 
district within the Tiwa Au­
tonomous Council because 
the Lalungs or the Tiwas are 
dominantly concentrated, 
more, than the Karbis in the 
area. It is also up to Assam to 
create a new West Karbi An­
glong District by bifurcating 
of the present East Karbi An­
glong District which is quite 
a large district and which can 
still be enlarged by including 
the contiguous plains areas 
predominantly inhabited by 
the Karbis and as demanded 
by them since 1951.

The Untold Story
When the movement for 

the creation of a Hill State 
for the hill areas of Assam 
was gaining strength and 
support during the 1950s and 
1960s, the Jaintia youths who 
expected that the pre-1951 
Map of Jaintia Hills would 
be restored, hoped that the 
APHLC leaders would fight 
hard for such restoration. But 
their hopes were dashed to 
the ground as they saw the 
Draft Bill called North East­
ern Areas(Reorganisation) 
Bill 1971 for the grant of a 
separate state of Meghalaya, 
etc. was ready and was being 
circulated for public infor­
mation and opinion. They 
found the Bill that the bound­
aries of the new State of 
Meghalaya were the same as 
when it was an Autonomous 
State created in April 1970. 
A group of these youth met 
the APHLC front-rank lead­
ers in Shillong to discuss the 
proposed boundaries of the 
riew State as provided under 
Section 5 of the Bill. These 
Jaintia youths expressed 
their desire to remain patient 
and wait for the creation of 
the State till the boundary 
question would be defined 
appropriately.

But instead of thrashing 
out together the boundary 
problem, certain leaders 
were rather enraged at the 
suggestion and mocked these 
youths. There were other 
leaders who suggested that 
the boundaries could be tack­
led after the State was grant­
ed, which the Jaintia youth 
felt might be impracticable. 
The youths also believed 
and suggested that at the 
circulation stage of the Bill 
there was still scope to make 
suggestions for amendment 
and so far as Section 5 of the 
Bill is concerned , the best 
thing to do in the interest of 
the State and its people, is to 
provide for a Committee or 
Commission to be appointed 
by the Union government 
to define the boundaries of 
the State in relation with 
Assam after consulting all 
stakeholders.

tions with each one needing 
sponsorship for their games. 
It has become very easy for 
such groups to blackmail 
the political contenders and 
the candidates have to beg, 
borrow and steal to be able 
to bribe these clubs just to 
get their votes. How shame­
less these-youth clubs have 
become! At this rate where 
will Meghalaya find itself 
30 years hence? In the pits? 
In the dark dungeons of 
poverty, more malnutrition, 
more school drop-outs, more 
drug addicts, more teenage 
mothers and landlessness 
to boot! Do the present set 
of politicians care about all 
these critical matters? No, 
they don’t. Some of them 
are amassing so much wealth 
before they leave the country 
and settle outside because 
that’s how they have brought 
up their kids. If we can’t see 
this, we are blind and there 
is no person more difficult to 
cure than one who does not 
want to see.

Yours etc., 
Primrose Mawlong, 

Via email
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Commercialization 
of Christmas

By Barnes Mawrie
Christmas season is in 

the offing and there is an 
air of festivities all around. 
Christmas is perhaps the 
most universally celebrated 
religious festival. Chris­
tians and non-Christians 
all celebrate this feast with 
equal gusto. Christmas is 
a celebration, of the birth 
of the Saviour, Lord Jesus 
Christ, the long-awaited 
messiah prophesied in the 
Old Testament of the Bible. 
The immense significance 
and impact of this event in 
human history, is seen in 
the fact that with the birth of 
Christ, a new reckoning of 
time began, from BC to AD - 
(Anno Domini or Year of the 
Lord). Thus the new reckon­
ing of human history began 
with the birth of Jesus Christ 
in 1 AD and today we are in 
2022. In these two millennia 
and more, Christianity has

ther who put up the first tree. 
This was in association with 
the prophecy in the scripture 
which says “there shall come 
forth a rod from the stem 
of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots” (Isaiah 
11:1). Since then the custom 
of erecting a Christmas tree 
has remained.

On the other hand the tra­
dition of the Christmas crib 
is associated with St. Francis 
of Assisi who organized the 
first live crib in Greccio in 
1223. It was an attempt to re­
enact the scene of Bethlehem 
and this tradition has per­
sisted to this day especially 
in the Catholic and Oriental 
Churches. The tradition of 
Santa Claus however is an 
offshoot of a popular feast 
of St. Nicholas a bishop in 
Turkey in the third century 
AD. He was known for his

grown from being a religion 
of the twelve apostles to a 
religion of 2.56 billion be­
lievers, that is 31.2% of the 
world’s population today.

Christm as therefore 
marks a very decisive event 
in the history of Christian­
ity. Unfortunately, with the 
passage of time, the true 
significance of Christmas 
appears to have waned away. 
Like many other religious 
festivals of other religions 
as well, Christmas too is 
getting more and more secu­
larized and commercialized. 
It is a common phenomenon 
that pilgrimage places often 
become commercial centres 
where-often the mundane 
activities overtake the spiri­
tual. One cairwitness such a 
transition in the celebration 
of Christmas. Today even 
Christians are inclined to 
think of Christmas merely 
as a time for sending cards to 
friends, renovating houses, 
putting up Christmas trees, 
Christmas festoons etc. Chil­
dren associate Christmas 
with the arrival of Santa 
Claus with a lot of gifts 
for them. For many others, 
Christmas is merely a special 
occasion for celebrations 
with friends, fellow students 
Or fellow employees.

The association of reli­
gious festivals with particu­
lar objects or commodities 
conceived of as essential to 
them, is what has facilitated 
commercialization of most 
festivals. Thus when we 
think of Diwali in India, it is 
associated with fire crackers 
and lights. This has resulted 
in the industry’s creative 
production of a variety of 
fireworks and this in turn 
has enhanced the fireworks 
businesses. There are other 
religious festivals associated 
with particular food prepa­
rations and thus business 
would thrive along those 
lines as well. Christmas is 
probably one of the religious 
festivals associated with a 
number of things and objects 
like Santa Claus, Christmas 
tree, Christmas star, cribs, 
lights and decorations as 
well as special cakes and 
cookies. It pays to know that 
the tradition of Christmas 
tree goes back to Martin Lu-

charitable works and would 
secretly deliver gifts to poor 
families. In the course of 
time, St. Nicholas evolved 
into Santa Claus and he is 
still associated with clan­
destinely giving gifts to 
children.

These are definitely posi­
tive elements of Christmas 

, tradition and they have very 
valuable significances for 
Christians. Unfortunately, 
due to one reason or the 
other, the important and core 
message of Christmas seems 
to have shifted from Christ 
to Santa Claus or to a tree 
or to gifts or parties. Thus 
whenever Christmas comes, 
the children think only of 
Santa Claus, families think 
of Christmas trees, cakes 
and parties. It is strange to 
note that even Christmas 
cards seldom carry the im­
age of the Bethlehem scene 
but rather they bear images 
of Santa Claus, Christmas 
trees, bells or snpwman etc.

This I would call a kind of 
degeneration of a religious 

. tradition which does affect 
the faith and belief of people. 
What we witness today is 
the advantage taken by the 
business world to capital­
ize on such developments. 
Thus Christmas has become 
highly commercialized and 
people are engrossed in- 
Christmas shopping just 
like Puja shopping in India. 
China is one country that 
has capitalized on this. Mass 
production of Christmas 
articles and goods are being 
manufactured by Chinese 
companies. One can wit­
ness these in shops all over 
the world'. Many Christmas 
wholesale shops are found in 
Guwahati and the business 
continues to thrive. China 
must be making billions of 
dollars each year on Christ­
mas goods alone. The danger 
is that such a phenomenon 
may generate a good econ­
omy but it'will result in a 
superficial religiosity. The 
commercialization of Christ­
mas consequently results in 
commoditization of a deeply 
religious event. Is this not an 
emerging trend today where 
religions are becoming vic­
tims of a materialistic and 
consumerist culture?
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Pre-election promises surreal
EVERY political party worth its salt is mak­
ing tall pre-election promises especially to the 
core constituents — the poor - who are easily 
influenced by such promises and don’t have 
the wherewithal to understand the nitty gritty 
ot linking the promises to resources available. 
Researchers in this country have systematically 
tested whether governments at the state and 
Centre ignore their own campaign promises. It 
is imperative to answer this question because 
the fulfilment o f election promises is at the heart 
o f democratic accountability. Their studies find 
that most promises remained unfulfilled. Natu­
rally citizens expect that the party/parties that 
win and form the government would mobilize 
the resources necessary to fulfil the mandate 
on which they were elected and on which they 
will also be judged. Too often these promises 
are a one-off distribution o f freebies which do 
not have a long-term impact. Keeping this in 
mind it would be expected that political parties 
and candidates would not make promises they 
cannot keep. But that’s asking for too much

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) promised free 
electricity in Punjab among other things. The 
State already has a huge debt burden so its 
incomprehensible how Punjab will mobilise 
resources to underwrite the electricity bills es­
pecially o f farmers. AAP did the same in Gujarat 
but it appears that the people o f Gujarat look for 
more than just freebies. Ultimately PM M odi’s 
rhetoric won the day. To turn a promise into a 
deliverable, those in Government must initi­
ate policies around the issues that they believe 
need addressing and find the resources via those 
policy/policies.TMC supremo Mamata Baner- 
jee ’s two-day visit has seen a slew o f promises. 
Her meeting with the widows/relatives o f those 
five men killed at Mukroh on November 22 last 
saw her giving a cash assistance o f Rs 5 lakhs 
e&ch to their widows. She evsaistated upfront 
that in such circumstances her government gives 
both financial assistance and a government job 
for a family member o f the victim. It is possible 
that another political party will up the TMC 
promise and say it will do more. Where will all 
this end?.

Poll promises must be realistic and must 
be made keeping in mind the state’s internal 
resources and external borrowings. In Megha­
laya, poll promises are populist in nature and 
are not designed to serve a long-term purpose. 
No wonder the socio-economic indicators are 
all going south, despite the flurry o f freebies 
being distributed by the MDA Government just 
before the elections. People o f  Meghalaya must 
learn to judge each political party from the prism 
of pragmatism. Money is not free. Poverty is 
real and poverty at 37% in Meghalaya must be 
viewed with seriousness. Poverty cannot be al­
leviated by giving freebies. A robust economic 
policy that takes on board the needs o f different 
economic constituents is more pragmatic. One 
shoe does not fit all.

L e t t er s  to t he  E d i t o r

Parliament 
committee’s 
advisory on 
collegium

Editor,
After the intense con­

flicting statements between 
the supreme court, govem- 
meht and Chairman of Rajya 
Sabha, now a fourth party 
has entered the fray -  the 
parliamentary committee, 
which has asked the execu­
tive and judiciary to do some 
"out -of-the-box thinking" to 
find a solution to the 'peren­
nial problem ' of vacancies 
in the high courts. In this 
regard the previous Chief 
Justice of India, TS Thakur 
made an emotional appeal 
to the Prime Minister to fill 
up the vacancies in the vari­
ous high courts and supreme 
court as the huge number of 
pending cases ultimately ad­
versely impact the common 
man who still has faith in 
the judiciary. After the com­
ments of the Parliamentary 
Committee it is the duty of 
the concerned parties to find

Challenges that plague 
health sector in Meghalaya
Dn December 11. 2022 it ---------------------------------- -------------------------------* J  ... ^  „On December 11, 2022 it 

was widely reported that Me­
ghalaya has been awarded at 
the national level for achiev­
ing the target of operational­
ising 448 Health and Well­
ness Centres (HWCs) under 
the Ayushman Bharat Com­
prehensive Primary Health 
Coverage programme. A 
visit to the Ayushman Bharat
- Health and Wellness Centre 
page housed under website 
ofthe Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government 
of India touts the Ayushman 
Bharat (AB) program to be 
an attempt to move away 
the selective approach to 
health care to deliver com­
prehensive range of services 
spanning preventive, promo­
tive, curative, rehabilitative 
and palliative care. This, it 
is claimed, will be achieved 
by creating Health & Well­
ness Centres (HWCs) to 
deliver Comprehensive Pri­
mary Health Care, which is 
universal and free to users, 
with a focus on wellness 
and the delivery of an ex­
panded range of services 
closer to the community. In 
simple words the scope of 
the existing Primary Health 
Centres and Sub-centres will

By Bhogtoram Mawroh
ports that highlighted the 
dire position of Meghalaya 
regarding health is the ‘North 
Eastern Region District SDG 
Index: Report & Dashboard 
2021-22’. The report ranked 
the districts of all the states in 
the North East Region (NER) 
in terms of achievement of 
the Sustainable Develop­
ment Goals (SDGs). Over­
all, Meghalaya was second 
from last in those rankings. 
Among the SDGs, the per­
formance of the State under 
SDG 3, Good Health and 
Well-Being: Ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being 
was especially very depress­
ing. In terms of ranking, 
none of the districts from 
Meghalaya have performed 
well enough to be even in the 
Front Runner category (the 
second highest ranked after 
the Performer category). In­
stead majority of the districts 
(7 out of 11) are in the Aspi­
rant category, i.e., the lowest 
category. Only West Garo 
Hills, East Garo Hills, West 
Khasi Hills and Ri Bhoi are 
in the Front Runner category 
(just above the Aspirant cat-

receiving an adequate diet, 
are higher than that of the 
national average, just only 
around 30% or less of the 
children consume an ad­
equate diet, i.e., the situation 
elsewhere is worse. Similar­
ly, though the performance 
of the State when it comes 
to Anaemia among Children 
and Adults is better than the 
national average, still around 
half or more of them are 
anaemic. To be fair it is not 
only Meghalaya but India 
itself whose performance 
under health and nutrition 
has been very poor. In the 
recently published and much 
debated Global Hunger In­
dex 2022 India has been 
ranked 107th out of 121 
countries. The only country 
in South Asia that has per­
formed worse than India is 
Afghanistan which has been 
plagued by political turmoil 
for many decades. In this 
context, Meghalaya’s perfor­
mance under health becomes 
even more glaring. It is here 
where the Ayushman Bharat 
(AB) program has to be a 
little circumspect. Upgrad-

Act, ii) Delivery platform, 
and iii) Nutrition initiatives. 
The National Food Security 
Act (NFSA), which is the 
focus of this Index, is a law 
passed on July 5,2013 which 
brought about a rights based 
approach when it comes to 
food security in the country. 
Schemes such as the Mid- 
Day Meal Scheme (MDMS), 
the Public Distribution Sys­
tem (PDS), and the Integrated 
Child Development Services 
(ICDS) are included tinder 
the Act. The current ver­
sion of the Index, however, 
measures the effectiveness 
of NFSA implementation 
majorly through operations 
and initiatives under TPDS. 
It does not cover programs 
and schemes implemented 
by other Ministries and De­
partments under NFSA. Here 
again, Meghalaya is sec­
ond from the bottom in the 
country highlighting poor 
implementation as being one 
of the main factors for poor 
health outcomes in the State. 
The Ayushman Bharat (AB) 
program will have to learn 
from this experience.

Apart from the state of 
health infrastructure there 
are other factors which need

ways and means to solve 
this matter amicably without 
bringing it into the public 
domain. The news emanating 
in the media on this issue are 
disgusting. Moreover, let the 
confusion be cleared on the 
collegium after the statement 
of Law Minister Kiren Rijiju 
that there is no proposal to 
introduce the Bill of National 
Judicial Appointments Com­
mittee. After the first speech 
in the Rajya Sabha by the 
Vice President on this matter 
now fresh discussions have 
started. It is well known th^t 
no system is full-proof and 
there is need for amend­
ments with the passage of the 
time since over one hundred 
amendments had been made 
in the Constitution itself. 
Four players are making 
statements which contradict 
each other. For instance the 
Supreme Court had justified 
the collegium system where­
as government had favoured 
the National Judicial Ap­
pointment Committee. And 
now the Chairperson of the 
Rajya Sabha has expressed 
his own views. Presently, 
the question arises as to 
whether a country which

be expanded to include more 
services apart from “Mater­
nal and Child Health Care 
Services to’ include care for 
non-communicable diseases, 
palliative and rehabilitative 
care* oral, eye and ENT 
care, mental health and first- 
level care for emergencies 
and trauma, including free 
essential drugs and diagnos­
tic services”. As for those 
whose needs are beyond the 
scope of these HWCs the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aro- 
gya Yojana (PM-JAY), the 
second component of the 
program, intends to provide 
health insurance cover of 
Rs. 5 lakhs per year to over 
10 crore poor and vulnerable 
families for seeking second­
ary and tertiary care. On its 
part, Meghalaya received 
the award for upgrading 18 
Urban Health Centres, 114 
Public Health Centres, and 
318 sub-centres into HWCs. 
On the surface, the intention 
of the Ayushman Bharat 
(AB) program is praisewor­
thy and the award received 
by Meghalaya is especially 
very opportune coming at a 
time when multiple reports 
have revealed the health 
indicators in the State to be 
in very bad condition.

One of the important re-

is the world’s largest de­
mocracy can afford such 
divergent views on such an 
important issue.

Interestingly in this as­
pect all sides are claiming 
to be the well-wishers of 
the unprivileged and mar­
ginalised sections of society 
whereas all are far away 
from the harsh realities. It 
is interesting to note that in 
the Parliament there was riot 
a single vote against this Bill 
but there was one absentee 
in the Rajya Sabha and the 
name .of that absentee was 
Ram Jethmalani a famous 
lawyer of the country. The 
logic of Ram Jethmalani was 
that the legislature is still riot 
mature enough to judiciously 
decide the appointment of 
judges. In this context there 
is an example of an MLA 
from Rajasthan who could 
not even read the wordings 
during the oath taking cer­
emony. Jethmalani pointed 
out that such illiterate leg­
islators cannot be trusted to 
decide on appointment of 
judges.

In the Rajya Sabha a 
leader of the Communist 
Party introduced the amend-

egory) but are ranked in the 
mid 70’s from among the 103 
districts (entire NER) which 
have been iiittudecTin the 
report. Altogether II indica­
tors were used to score the 
performance of each district. 
As reflected by its ranking 
the State has done very badly 
on all those indicators.

Another report, the Na­
tional Family and Health 
Survey (NFHS-5) also reit­
erated the deplorable condi­
tion of the health sector in 
Meghalaya. Two of three 
indicators under Sanitation 
and seven out of the eight 
indicators under the Mater­
nal and Child Health have 
figures lower than the na­
tional average. Under Child 
Feeding Practices and Nu­
tritional Status of children 
two indicators out of five 
again have figures worse 
than the national average. 
This includes the finding that 
46% of the Children under 5 
years in the State are stunted. 
Even though the figures for 
the remaining three indi­
cators, viz., Breastfeeding 
children age 6-23 months 
receiving an adequate diet, 
Non-breastfeeding children 
age 6-23 months receiving 
an adequate diet and Total 
children age 6-23 months

ing to Health and Wellness 
Centre is a good move but it 
will be important to see how : 
the implejnentatign ofJhg r 
program panjout over time.' 
Additional services will re­
quire increased funding and 
manpower, something which 
is always the issue with any 
government program, es­
pecially when spending on 
social sectors is the prime 
target for budget cuts.

A very good example of 
the poor implementation 
of the health initiatives in 
Meghalaya has been brought 
out very starkly by the “State 
ranking Index for NFSA” re­
port published in June 2022 
by the Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, Food & Public Dis­
tribution. The Index attempt­
ed to document the status and 
progress of implementation 
of NFSA (National Food 
Security Act) and various 
reform initiatives across 
the country and has ranked 
the states accordingly based 
on their performance. The 
Index for ranking the states 
and UTs is built on three 
key pillars which covers the 
end-to-end implementation 
of NFSA through TPDS 
(Targeted Public Distribution 
System). These pillars are: i) 
NFSA— Coverage, target­
ing and provisions of the

to be taken into consider­
ation when discussing about 
health. Good health is not 

„only important for .a gppd 
quality of life but it is also 
important for raising pro­
ductivity and bringing about 
good economic returns. At 
the same time, financial 
capacity, both at the state 
and the household level, is 
crucial for promoting good 
health outcomes; hence the 
focus on Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) in 
the Ayushman Bharat (AB) 
program as well. With Re­
serve Bank of India data for 
the 2021FY (Financial Year) 
revealing Meghalaya as be­
ing one of the slowest grow­
ing states in India, the chal­
lenges facing the State are 
immense. How these issues 
are tackled will determine if 
it will continue to remain at 
the bottom of the rungs of 
socio-economic indicators 
(including health) or try to 
come out of this morass. 
Delay on the part of the State 
to address the problems will 
only exacerbate the situation 
and lead to more hardships 
for the citizens.

(The views expressed in 
the article are those o f the 
author and do not reflect in 
any way his affiliation to any 
organization or institution)

ment in the President’s ad­
dress stating that that there 
should not be any need for 
educational qualifications 
to become a member of a 
legislative assembly or Par­
liament. The Government’s 
objection is that the entire 
process of appointment of 
judges is opaque and lacks 
transparency. In the mean­
time the Supreme Court of 
India has agreed to hear the 
plea against the Collegium 
System of appointment of 
judges in high courts and the 
Supreme Court in due course 
of time. After the advisory 
by the Parliamentary Com­
mittee the issue should be 
amicably settled.

Yours etc., 
Yashpal Ralhan, 

Via email
V

Politicians 
must mind 

their language
Editor,
Recently a candidate of 

the Congress Party made 
disparaging remarks that

have hurt the feelings of 
disabled people. How is it 
that a person who wants to 
be elected to the Assembly 
indulges in such cheap wise­
cracks. This only shows his 
lack of sensibilities and that 
he is unfit to be elected to the 
legislature. Can we imagine 
such an insensitive person 
heading the Social Welfare 
Department? Political par­
ties are actually so desperate 
to get candidates that they 
don’t care what sort of per­
son they are welcoming to 
their parties. Some are what 
we would call in Khasi -  ki 
khynnah kai- with no quali­
ties of head or heart. How 
do we expect such people to 
lead this desperate State?

Then we have the case of 
the Deputy Chief Minister 
of Meghalaya -  Prestone 
Tynsong who needs to keep 
a handle on this tongue. Re­
cently he called the spokes­
person of the TMC a ‘psy­
cho.’ Does Tynsong even 
understand the meaning of 
psycho? Psycho is a slang 
term for someone who is 
mentally unstable or afflicted 
with a psychosis. In other 
words Tynsong is labelling

the TMC spokesperson as 
an insane person merely 
because he raises hell on 
the acts of omission and 
commission of the MDA 
Government.

Indecency seems to be 
the hallmark of all politi­
cians in Meghalaya. They 
indulge in gutter language 
and expect to be speaking at 
public functions or to young 
students when they don’t 
even know the nuance of 
language. Truly, in terms of 
political vocabulary Megha­
laya’s politicians score very 
high. Even in the Assembly
-  a sacrosanct space and the 
seat of democracy an MLA 
uttered expletives thereby 
demeaning himself and the 
entire legislature. They will 
surely go down in the book 
of world records for foul 
language.

Yours etc., 
Joanne Lyngdoh, 

Via email

A rtic le s  and le tte rs  
appearing on this page a re , 
the views o f the writers/ 
authors and not tha t o f  
The Sh illong  Times

Hope just a word sans 
an enterprising spirit 
& good governance

______ By Gary Marbaniang

Editor,
What's wrong with the 

MLTR concert in Garo hills? 
Well as far as I'm concerned, 
everything is wrong with the 
concert. First and foremost, 
the wording in the banner 
at the concert was wrong; 
the wording reads as ‘live at 
Garo hills,’ when it should 
have been ‘live in Garo hills’ 
or ‘ live at Baljek,Garo hills. ’ 
‘At’ is a preposition used 
when talking about a par­
ticular place. Secondly i f  the 
concert was a free concert as 
it was initially planned, then 
it sends a wrong message to 
music lovers and it will also 
have a debilitating effect 
on budding musicians of 
the state. Musicians across 
the globe, live for the term, ■ 
"sold out concert." If the 
concert of a particular artist 
is sold out, then it means 
that a singer has made it 
considering the cut throat 
competition that exist in the 
music industry.

The MLTR concert if 
it is free will make music 
lovers in the state especially 
those in Garo hills feel the 
need for.more free concerts 
and they will want the music 
concerts organized by local 
artists also to be free; musi­
cians in the state are already 
fighting a losing battle; most 
of them already feel that it is 
simply not worth pursuifag 
music as a profession. Such 
free concerts will be like a

promised land. Having ut­
tered such optimistic words,
I think it will be wise to be 
level headed and expect the 
worst too .Maybe we should 
aspire to be. like the people of 
Gurgaon instead.The people, 
of Gurgaon built the city 
from scratch and they did so 
in spite ofthe initial absence 
of an effective government 
machinery. An effective gov­
ernment machinery should 
have been there to facilitate 
and aid the people who built 
the city but in spite of the 
absence of enabling factors 
and a facilitator, the people 
of Gurgaon managed to beat 
the odds.Gurgaon is now one 
of the most prosperous city 
in India and the standard of 
living is at par with some of 
the wealthiest cities in the 
world.Resilience and an en­
terprising spirit are probably 
the factors that motivated the 
people of Gurgaon to strive 
for excellence.The people 
of Meghalaya especially 
the young generation should 
inculcate such values if the 
State is going to move for­
ward in spite of the absence 
of good governance.

I've been here in Salt 
Lake City, Kolkata for al­
most a week now and this 
will probably be my last visit 
to the city. Kolkata and Salt 
Lake City area in particular 
has also seen remarkable 
economic growth over the

death knell to their dreams 
or aspirations of making 
music a career. Free con­
certs in the west are usually 
organized to raise funds for 
a particular cause. Live Aid 
is an example of sucha con­
cert. Lastly, the worst part 
about being wrong as far as 
making the MLTR concert a 
free concert is that it was the 
Government that organized 
the concert. A free concert 
does not have any utility; 
it's simply a waste of public 
money if it is organized by 
the Government. The Gov­
ernment should have better 
things to do; organizing a 
free concert when the needs 
of the people are full to the 
brim shows that the Govern­
ment has failed the people 
who elected them.

I bought a book enti­
tled," India grows at night," 
by Gurcharan Das a week 
ago and I finished reading 
the first chapter today.The 
book started out with the 
initial assessment that India 
grows in spite of the failure 
of governance; in the first 
chapter he cited the example 
of Gurgaon,Gurgaon went 
on to become a model city 
for economic growth in 
spite of the absence of an 
efficient government ma­
chinery in the initial years of 
its rapid growth. Gurcharan 
Das opined in the book that 
India has a strong society 
and its inhabitants are resil­
ient in nature; the economic 
reforms in 1991 unlocked 
the potential that has been 
lying dormant since inde­
pendence.

For a state like Megha­
laya to grow, we should 
also be less reliant on the 
government. Successive 
governments since 1972 
have failed the people. The 
flame of optimism however 
should never die and hope 
should always spring eter- 
nal.Hoping against hope that 
the next government will 
take the state forward and 
hopefully they will also lead 
the people of the State to the

last ten year?. Who would 
have thought that a state 
that was under Leftist rule 
a decade ago would see 
so much investment and 
growth; however this invest­
ment should translate into 
jobs for the local populace 
of Kolkata and West Bengal 
for it to be of any value. 
Traces of Leftist rule still 
permeate the city of Kolkata. 
Austerity and affordability 
are still hallmarks of the 
city of Kolkata; probably 
nowhere in India will one 
get “chicken thali” that cost 
only 70 rupees but eventu­
ally I guess the traces left 
behind by the Leftist rule 
will eventually evaporate 
and disappear into thin air 
and the traits of capitalism 
will permeate every nook 
and comer of Kolkata.

What Meghalaya desper­
ately needs right now is for 
its people to come to their 
senses and realize that the 
future is in their own hands; 
its people need to forge an 
enterprising spirit that is 
enduring and resilient at the 
same time. Prosperity and 
growth should start from the 
bottom rather than from the 
top and it should also hap­
pen in spite of the absence 
of good governance. In the 
long run however, good 
governance will be needed 
for growth and development 
to be sustainable. Meghalaya 
needs a government that will 
imbibe the good values of 
socialism suGh as austerity 
and affordability and bind it 
with the principles of capi­
talism. If some of you thinks 
that I'm vouching for Ma­
mata Didi and her party and 
that I want her and her party 
to rule Meghalaya, then you 
will be disappointed because 
for me personally, I feel 
Mamata Didi and her party 
and the people of Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills are definitely 
not a match made in heaven 
nor are they compatible here 
on earth.
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“He who rejects change is the architect 
o f  decay. The only human institution which 

rejects progress is the cemetery. "
—  H a ro ld  W ilso n

The S h illo n g  l im es
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R ao p a rty  in Delhi
PO LITICS is the art o f  the possible and often 
a  c ircu s  w ithout a  ring. T he form al start o f  
functioning o f  a new political entity, the Bharat 
R ashtra Sam iti (BRS) o f  Tclangana ch ie f m inis­
ter K C handrashckar Rao in the national capital 
on Thursday  is by no m eans an earth-shaking 
event. O ne w ho does not have a national ap ­
peal, like Rao, can dare to start a  national party 
on the s trength  o f  his m oney pow er. U nlike 
Rao. M am ata B aierje e  had acquired individual 
clout at the national level before she sought a 
pan-India role. She was a U nion M inister too. 
Sans these, Rao has stated he  is aim ing  at a “top 
jo b ” in Delhi after the next polls. With this end 
in view , h e 's  scouting around and establishing 
linkages w ith  regional party  leaders.

T he age o f  ideology is a thing o f  the past. 
S how m anship has becom e a prerequisite to win 
elections and yet the people are c lever too. Rao 
is no businessm an and his fam ily had m odest 
means. Today, after being ch ie f  m inister o f  the 
Tclangana state that he helped create by a bifur­
cation o f  the undivided Andhra Pradesh in 2014, 
it’s v irtually  a family ru le there. H is son is the 
second-in-com m and, his nephew  the third most 
im portant m inister in governm ent and  daughter 
a top party  and  governmental functionary even 
after her hum iliating defeat in the last Lok Sabha 
elections. A llegations are that the fam ily is to ­
day sitting plum  on huge stocks o f  wealth. T he 
political strategy he had adopted w as to create 
vote banks and make a success out o f  it m ainly 
as his ow n com m unity form ed only four per cent 
o f  the s ta te’s population. A fter the fa n n ers ’ suc­
cessful agitation against the farm reform  laws 
o f  the C entre in the northern states -  not in the 
South w here there w as not even a w him per o f  
it he saw another opportunity. He is positioning 
h im se lf as the “ farm er leader” o f  the nation. Out 
o f  the blue, he h?.d sent cheques to the fam ilies 
o f  the farm ers who lost their lives during  the 
farm ers’ agitation in Punjab, H aryana ctc. A nd 
now  com es his national political foray.

Speculations are also  that Rao w ants to create 
"spacc” for his son as the next CM  in Tclangana 
w hile he sought a “ top post" in Delhi after the 
next parliam ent polls — in order for the fam ily to 
have the best o f  both worlds. C uriously, another 
Telugu pretender w ho m ade such a push before 
the last Lok Sabha polls, C handrababu Naidu, 
had lost the C M ’s post in A ndhra Pradesh and is 
sulking after the YSRC Party cam e from behind 
and seized power.

(

We all want CHANGE: We 
HOPE for CHANGE but how

W c hum ans push our­
s e lv e s  from  d a y  to  d a y  
b ecause  w c nurture fond 
hopes that the m orrow will 
be better. N ow  that w c  arc 
b racing ou rse lves for the 
b iggest c ircu s o f  d e m o c ­
racy -  the 2023  e lec tion s 
w c arc all yearning desper­
ately for C H A N G E . There 
arc o f  course  c y n ic s  and 
the ‘can ’t be cured hop e­
fuls’ (what a terrific m atch) 
w ho arc already counting  
c o n s t itu e n c ie s  and h ave  
predicted that w c  w ill have 
the sam e government o f  the 
N PP -U D P  com bine. W hen 
asked i f  they arc writing o f f  
the BJP they quip that BJP 
m ight w in just the tw o old  
seals! And these are people 
w ho gauge the public pulse 
s itt in g  in the com fort o f  
their h om es b ecau se  it's 
too strenuous to undertake 
a tour o f  this state w ith its 
horrifyingly dangerous era- 
tcrs in the m iddle o f  what 
w as oncc a road.

T hese  days its m ore e n ­
gaging to have a conversa­
tion w ith younger people  
because they m ove around 
and have their ears to the 
ground. S o  yes, w c a ll want 
C H A N G E  but w h o  w ill 
lead the change. I just read 
K en B la n c h a r d 's  b o o k . 
•W h o K il le d  C h a n g e ? ” 

w hich is  a provocative read 
on w hy change is difficult. 
B la n ch ard  p e r s o n a liz e s  
’C h a n g e ’ and turns him  
into a character that is sur­
rounded by a host o f  charac­
ters that all want Change to 
die. T hey include Culture. 
C omm itm ent. Sponsorship. 
P lan , B u d g e t. U rg e n c y . 
V ision , C o m m u n ica tion , 
Perform ance M anagement. 
A cc o u n ta b ili ty , T rainer, 
Incentive and the Change 
Leadership Team itself. In 
dram atizing h ow  C hange  
w as finally killed in an or­
ganization and how  all the 
a b ove  dram atis personae  
were involved in  one w ay 
or the other in the murder 
o f  C hange, Blanchard dem ­
onstrates with rare insights 
how  difficult it is  to bring 
changc. Culture or our w ay 
o f  doing  things, o f  reason­
ing o f  com in g  to c o n c lu ­
sions form ing opinions and 
acting in certain w ays arc so 
much part o f  our conscious­
n ess that w c are afraid o f  
stepping out o f  this known 
behaviour. S o  w h ile  it is  
easy to talk o f  changc, how  
m uch arc w c  p erso n a lly  
w illing  to change our hab­
its, thoughts, and tease out 
all the ingrained ideas that 
m ake us qu ickly form our 
dccp-scatcd opinions?

If w c arc ourselves resis­
tant to changing our deeply  
ingrained habits, including 
the tim e w e  get up and go  
to bed . what w c  read or 
w hether w e  e ven  read at 
a ll, and w hether w c  even  
try and speak to people wc

By P atricia  M ttkh im
disagree w ith  ifo n ly  to bet­
ter undcrstanc w hy w c d is­
agree w ith that person, then 
how  hard it is to changc? 
A nd i f  changc at the per­
sonal level is like clim bing  
a tall mountain, then how  
d o  w e expcct changc in the 
body politic?

The people o f  Himachal 
Pradesh w e arc told changc 
their government every five 
years. I think that's an intel­
ligent m ove by the elector­
ate. In the ease o f  M eghala­
ya. w hy shoulJ people vote 
back a governm ent that has 
been part o f  the rice scam  
(enquiry report still not out 
in the public dom ain), the 
smart m eter scam (enquiry 
report pending). A ssem bly  
dom e col lapse, o f  poverty 
shooting up tc 37% . border 
p roblem s yci u n reso lved  
w ith A ssam  getting m ore 
acrim onious, the roads in 
the w orst shape ev er  and 
most basic governance is­
sues such a s addressing the 
traffic jam s in Sh illong city 
having to be pushed by the 
High Court. No one know s 
how  the next governm ent 
w ill be or  w ho w ill  form  
o n e . Its enough  to  know  
that the sam e people w ho  
m eddled aroand w ith the 
state 's fm anccs and don't 
be lieve  they are accou nt­
able for how  funds are de­
ployed shoulc N O T  return 
for a second term.

Som eone the other day 
had expressed in  a letter 
that new  faces w ith  fresh 
id eas sh ould  be g iven  an 
opportunity tc demonstrate 
their sk ills in finance m an­
a g e m e n t . in rural en tre ­
preneurship esp ecia lly  in 
placcs where Ihere Is over- 
dependence on subsistence 
farm ing and c lea r in g  o f f  
forests for timber. The rate 
at w h ic h  trees arc bein g  
cut in a ll o f  Jaintia H ills 
cither for firewood, tim ber 
or for producing charcoal 
is  frightening. I f  you  talk 
about this rampant defor­
estation people say, "What 
w ill w e do  then i f  w c can­
not even  cut forests? How  
d o  w e cam ?” The clutch o f  
environm en ta l c o n se rv a ­
tion rules and law s becom e 
a jok e  in the face o f  this 
lived reality. A ll kinds o f  
schem es such a s the Joint 
Forest Management schcmc 
and others like it are good  
for o fficia l records. They 
d on ’t work on the ground 
a n d  th e r e ’s no  su p e r v i­
so r y  m cc h a a ism  c ith er . 
That's how  g:>od law s are 
in M eghalaya I som etim es 
w onder w hy 'vc need such  
a huge secretariat and a D e­
partment for Environment 
and Forests when the State 
has control on on ly  4-5%  
o f  forests? Aren’t the For­
est o fficia ls underworked?

Sadly even  in reserved for­
ests  w here forest guards arc 
posted, trees are regularly 
fe lled . A nd d o c s  anyon e  
want a changc here? N o, we  
are all com fortable w ith the 
status quo.

T h ere  arc a batch  o f  
young and enterprising can­
didates entering the fray this 
time. They have the benefit 
o f  having worked and stud­
ied  outsid e  the state and 
seem  enthusiastic enough  
to  b r in g  that C H A N G E  
that m any yearn for. U n­
fortunately, they arc not all 
from the sam e party; they 
belon g to different parties 
so  how  w ill they converge  
to bring about a coalition  
that is  conccrncd about the 
persisting problem s in the 
State o f  M eghalaya. This is 
a matter that is b eing avidly  
discussed in tea shops and 
funerals.

L e t ’s  r em em b e r  that 
people in M eghalaya d o n ’t 
vote party or ideology. It is 
about the person. In urban 
c o n stitu e n c ies  p eop le  re­
quire regular supply o f  w a­
ter, pow er, good roads and 
sm ooth travel. O f  coursc the 
youth need job s so  anyone  
w ho can show  how  hc/shc  
has convin cin g  ideas about 
jo b  c r c a tio n  o u ts id e  the  
ov e r -s tu ffe d  govern m en t  
scctor  is sure to w in votes. 
In rural areas there are huge 
developm en t gaps. Roads 
are in poor shape so  com ­
m unication is  a dilem m a. 
Taking their produce to the 
markets is still a persistent 
challenge for fanners w ho  
are still getting a raw deal 
desp ite the attempts by the 
F arm ers’ C o m m iss io n  to  
c om e up with m ore creative 
farm ing id eas. It is  rural 
M eghalaya that Is pu lling  
dow n all the indicators to 
the tail end o f  the graph. 
It is  rural M eghalaya that 
actually needs a strong dose  
o f  C H A N G E and must clcct 
m ore politically  astute and 
e d u c a t io n a lly  co m p eten t  
M LA s. Enough o f  scm i-lit- 
cratc people w ho can ’t read 
and d ec ip h er  the budget 
and therefore cannot make 
m ean ing fu l in tervention s  
during the budget session .

Frankly speaking people  
are actually fatigued b y  the 
sam e rhetoric from  o v er­
exposed  faces. T hey want 
to sec  fresh ideas and a new  
vision for M eghalaya -  a v i­
sion that w c  never era fled in 
5 0  years. What a shame! 
T h e  C H A N G E  w e n eed  in 
2023  are the follow in g:

Stop e lec tin g  busin ess­
m en to the State L egisla­
ture: T h ey  use their pos i­
tions on ly  to im prove their 
o w n  w ea lth  ranking and  
the ir  p r o d u ctiv e  tim e is  
spent in getting government 
businesses.

S to p  e le c t in g  u n e d u ­
cated m cn/w om cn: A n un­
educated person d o c s not 
understand how  a patheti­
ca lly  inadequate education  
system  can pull dow n gen ­
erations o f  youth. A lso  an 
uneducated person is easily  
m isled by  shrewd bureau­
crats w ho actually tell them  
how  to do  things instead o f  
the other w ay round.

Stop e lecting  those with  
a h is to r y  o f  corru p tion :  
Som e in the present M DA  
Governm ent have blazed a 
trail in corruption. N ow  in 
the last le g  o f  their tenures 
as M LA s and ministers they 
arc trying to do  a w hitc- 
w ashingjob . I fw c  continue  
to c lcct these sam e people, 
w c are norm alizing corrup­
tion a s som e in the bureau­
cracy have learnt to do.
So  w ho d o  w e elect then?

Elect people  w ho have  
their ow n ideas to se ll and 
w ill not w aste their election  
s p e e c h e s  on  c a s tig a tin g  
their rivats.

Elect new  faccs and g ive  
them a try at leg islation for 
5 years rather than vote  
the tried, tested and found 
wanting variety.

Elect those with care and 
con cern  for the e nviron­
ment w hich is  fast losing its 
capacity for regeneration.

Its h igh tim e w e d o  a 
Performance M anagement 
Test on our sitting leg isla ­
tors: m ore so  th ose  w ho  
have been m in isters  and 
disastrous o nes at that. B e­
cause o f  our lon g  suffering 
a ttitu d e  th e se  m in is te rs  
have continued to stick to 
their ch a irs  d e sp ite  their  
abject failure to run their  
departments. Performance 
M anagem ent is a process 
that sets goa ls  and expecta­
tions regarding the behav­
iour and resu lts that w ill  
enable changc.

W hy can ’t the people  o f  
M eghalaya ask the North 
Eastern Hill U niversity to 
design a Pcrfonnancc Man­
agem ent Test on the current 
se t  o f  le g is la to rs?  What 
has th is  U n iversity  don e
lu add value to uui Miviul 
and p o lit ica l lif e  outsid e  
the cam pus? What is the 
Political Sc icn ce  and S o ­
c io lo g y  Department doing  
to en lighten us on voting  
behaviour and its long-tenn  
consequences on the d evel­
opm ent o f  the State? Wc the 
people o f  M eghalaya have 
to start question ing N EIIU  
and other in stitu tions set 
up here i f  they have added 
value to the State o f  M egha­
laya and to its people. F lec­
tions arc not just a fanfare. 
They m ust m ean som ething  
and a ll in stitu tion s m ust 
converge to build up a more 
robust p u blic  op in ion  on 
w ho and how  to vote.

I f  w c w ant C H A N G E  
in 2023  w e need to work 
hard on the ground. Mere 
talk and w ish fu l thinking  
w on’t work!

M a rty rs  at 
the  b o rders; 

revelers in the 
city

Editor.
Every Meghalayan should 

hang his/her head in shame 
when wc think o f  the plight 
o f  our brothers and sisters 
who live at the borders. The 
recent incident at Mukroh is 
one o f  many such incidents 
which have occurred in the 
past. But sad to say that our 
govern m en ts h ave  never  
taken any resolute action to 
address this perennial issue. 
The complacency anc indif­
ference o f  the government 
towards the border popula­
tion has been capitalized by 
Assam , which is boldly en­
croaching into our territory. 
The A ssam  p o lice  w ould  
never dare to take a step into 
the territory o f  Nagabnd or 
Mizoram because the g o v ­
ernments o f  these stales arc 
very patriotic and they would 
not hesitate to respond tit for 
tat as seen in many instances. 
In fact, it is the Nagts who 
arc gaining territories o f  A s­
sam  and not vice  versa.

M eghalaya has become 
on easy target and a tooth­
less victim o f  cncroachmcnt 
be it from A ssam  or from

B angladesh . Every Khasi 
know s that w e have lost a 
large portion o f  land in Ri 
Bhoi area due to the frequent 
encroachments from Assam. 
One wonders what MoU has 
been made between the CM 
o f  Meghalaya and his Assam  
counterp an  in  the recent  
border talks. The continuing 
harassment o f  our people at 
the borders prove that the 
talks have only emboldened  
the Assam government. The 
govern m ent’s d e c is io n  to  
set up p o licc  ou tp osts  in  
border tow n s, is  actu ally  
on ly  a half-m easure so lu ­
tion. What wc need at the 
border areas is a full-fledged 
Border Police Force which 
sh ou ld  en ro ll o n ly  lo c a l  
youths (Khasis and Garos). 
R ecru itin g  n o n -lo ca ls  to 
protect the borders w ould  
defeat its very purpose. It 
is the local tribal youth w ho  
would display more loyalty  
and patriotic sentim ents in 
guarding the stale's borders. 
This Police Force should be 
well armed in every sense so  
as to act as a deterrent to the 
encroachers.

I still remember that when 
the HNLC was still vibrant, 
our v illages in the border 
areas w ere living in peace  
and secu rity  b ecause  the
cuv ioachcis w ciu a fia id  o f
them. With the dismantling 
o f  this outfit, oncc again our

people in the borders have 
becom e sitting ducks for the 
Assam Police. It is evident 
tliat the presence o f  an anncd 
force in the form o f  a Border 
P olice  Force, w ould g o  a 
long way to ensure security 
for our poor people living at 
the borders. This would also  
provide m ore em ploym ent 
opportunities to the many 
unem ployed youth in  our  
state. Ironically w hile our 
people at the borders arc be­
coming martyrs o f  incursion, 
our netas. bureaucrats and 
affluent citizens are reveling  
in the city. Is there one MLA 
o f  a border constituency who  
resides in the border, away in 
the far-flung village? I don't  
think so because our Netas 
have m ansions in Shillong  
and perhaps they only pay 
fleeting visits to their people  
on rare occasions. Now that 
election campaigns arc com ­
ing, definitely they w ill be 
found in the villages every 
other day. O n cc they w in  
the election, not even their 
sh adow s rem ain in  those  
v illages. Should not there 
be a rule that every MLA 
and .MIX' representing rural 
con stituencies (esp ec ia lly  
border areas) ought to re­
side at least a quarter o f  a 
year in their constituencies?
Pcdiaps this will m ake lin. ni
know, understand and feel 
the suffering and depriva­

tions o f  the poor people. If 
so . they would understand 
the urgency o ' having good  
roads, regular electricity and 
adequate com m un ication  
facilities. A s :>f today they 
arc not fee lin g  the pinch  
in their people’s  shoes and 
so  they continue to remain 
indiftcrcnt anil unconcerned 
to the sufferings o f  the rural 
people.

Let us watc i  and sec what 
steps the MDA Government 
takes in  the afterm ath o f  
Mukroh.

Yours etc., 
Barnes Mawrie sdb.

Via email

O ld pension 
schem e & 
H im achal 

election results!
Editor.
It was no less am azing to 

sec  that the Congress party 
has wrested the BJP m led  
state o f  llim schal Pradesh 
at the recently announced  
election outcome on D ecem ­
ber 8 ,2022 . The elem ents o f  
this wonder nev er ceases was 
on account o f  the fact that 
even as most o f the eminent
media channels had given  
the BJP a clear edge over

the C ongress in this state, 
but. reportedly it was only  
the India Today T V  new s 
channel w hich had given the 
C ongress an unm istakable 
majority ol 40  seats in the 
house o f  68 members. And 
the final results have proven 
that the exit polls o f  India 
Today had hit a b u ll's  eye! 
Such a stunning prediction 
o f  the latter has prodded 
one new s anchor Rajdccp 
Sardesai o f  this channel to 
jump to his feet and dancc 
inside the studio with one 
o f  his colleagues! Mention- 
ably. Rajdccp Sardesai is the 
son o f  that w ell known In­
dian cricketer o f  yesteryears, 
Dilip Sardesai.

It g o e s without say in g  
that one o f  the pre-eminent 
factors that precipitated the 
C ongress's unprecedented  
victory at the hustings in 
question was the assurances 
dish ed  ou t by the c h ie f  
campaigner Priyanka Gan­
dhi and others to the state’s 
em ployees and their respec­
tive families o f  restoring the 
old pension schem e if  duly 
voted to p ow er. the same o f  
which is virtually a \cd  by the 
BJP ruled states! This word 
o f  honour handed out by 
the Congress has evidently  
struck a right chord across
the boaid. Taking a leaf out
o f  this unexceptionable in­
stance set by the Congress.

many opine that the soon to 
be held Assem bly elections 
in Meghalaya, any political 
party that favours the said 
old pension plan o f  action 
in respect o f  the state's 
em ployees may gam er rich 
dividends in terms o f  vote 
share given that in my wide 
in teractions with all M e­
ghalaya ’s  em p loyees who  
have jo in ed  serv ices post 
31st March. 2010. the dead 
line when Government o f  
M eghalaya nullified forth­
with pension infrastructure. 
These personnel are deeply 
aggrieved for being denied 
the pensionary advantages as 
availed by their senior coun­
terparts. Additionally, most 
o f  the political pundits I've 
spoken to believe that for the 
rehabilitation o f  old pension 
plan in Meghalaya the only 
parties that can bring home 
this benefit arc the Congress 
orTM C  ofM am ta Bancrjec 
as virtually all the BJP ruled 
states have brought to nought 
the pension scheme.

Yours etc., 
Jerome K Dicngdoh.

Via email

A r t ic le s  and le tte rs  
appearing on this page arc 
the v iew s o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
T h e  S h iU o n fi Times

Great Nicobar Mega 
Project: Recipe 

for disaster?
By CUiranjib Haidar

I f  we accept the premise 
that ecological concerns arc 
as worthy a s developm ental 
n e e d s, then the d e c isio n  
to  have a tran sh ip m en t  
tcm iin.il, an international 
greenfield airport o ra  solar 
power plant or even a tow n­
ship must be w eighted by its 
ccolog ica l detriment. The  
final environm ental clcar- 
ancc for the Great Nicobar  
infrastructure project by 
the M inistry o f  Environ­
m ent Forest and C lim ate  
Changc w as inevitable. A s 
a precursor, large sw athes 
o fc o a sa l landinass. includ­
ing portions o f  the Great 
Nicobar Biosphere R eserve  
and G jla th c a  Bay. w ere  
stripped o f  their protected 
status crdcnotificd to m ake 
w ay  for the project envi­
sioned by the N1TI A ayog
and (imposed by the Anda­
man and N icobar Islands 
Integrated D ev e lo p m e n t  
Corporation.

D ccks were clcared for 
'the holistic developm ent  
o f  Great N icobar Islands' 
as the m inistry su ggests,  
despite red flags on one o f  
the world's m ost sensitive  
a r c h ip e la g o s . C o n c er n s  
o v e r  c c o lo g y , r ig h ts  o f  
the indigenous com m uni­
ties. tectonic volatility and 
vulnerability o f  the island 
towards disaster  -  w hich  
b ore brunt o f  th e  2 0 0 4  
tsunami have all been put 
on  the backb urner. T he  
m ega  pro jec t e n v isa g e s  
an International C ontainer 
T ransh ipm ent T erm in al, 
a greenfield international 
airport, a tow nship and a 
gas and solar pow er plant. 
N early 244 sq km o f  this is 
lush green forestland, d e ­
clared a biosphere reserve  
in  1989 and in clu d ed  in 
U N ESC O ’s  Man and B io­
sphere Program in 2013.

Though forest and en­
vironmental clearances art* 
independent approvals and 
follow  separate procedures, 
they are like Tweedledum  
and Tw ccdledcc. There is a 
compensatory aflbrestation  
programme to balance the 
felling o f  8 .5  lakh trees in 
pristine rainforests but the 
trees would be planted in 
non-notified forest land in 
faraway Haryana. In addi­
tion to this festering c c o ­
logical w ound, there would  
be an irreparable lo ss  o f  10 
to  12 hectares o f  m angrove  
covcr in an im m ensely rich 
and diverse ccosystcm  in  
the world. With an expanse  
o f  over 1,000 sq km. Great 
Nicobar Islands is  a biodi­
versity hotspot and one o f  
the best-preserved tropical 
rainforests in  the w orld. 
E n v ir o n m en ta lis ts  have  
w am cc that this w ill result 
in dra.^ic and devastating  
changcs to the c co lo g y  and 
socio logy  o f  the islands.

Great Nicobar is hom e  
to  hundreds o f  rare sp ecics  
o f  flora and fauna, includ­
ing cnccm ic ones, som e o f  
them listed as ’vulnerable' 
in the International Union  
o f  Conservation o f  Nature 
(1UC N ) list o f  threatened  
species. Though m itigation  
measures as translocation o f  
coral reef's have been pro­
posed. experts and palaeon­
tologists feel thousands o f  
reefs w ould be destroyed  
for ever. Conservationists  
and b iod ivers ity  experts  
have objcctcd strongly to  
this project as they fear it 
w ill pu. the island's ccosys­
tcm in peril. S o . desp ite the 
hype, is the Great Nicobar  
projcct a monumental folly, 
a flagship endeavour being  
sold under a m isleading no­
menclature o f 'h o lis t ic  de­
velopment'. The numerous 
concerns includc hazards o f  
developing a township on  
sc ism ica lly  vo latile  land- 
m ass, im pact on  c o a sta l  
nesting sites o f  vulnerable  
sea turtles, devastating loss  
o f  em erald g reen  forest  
covcr. G eological volatility  
o f  these seclu ded  islands  
has jusl been brushed under 
the caraci.

V olarics o f  the proj­

ect assert that the idea is 
to leverage the locational 
advantage o f  being on the 
international sea route and 
deve lop  Great N icobar as 
a sustainable, green, global 
destin a tion  for bu sin ess , 
trade and leisure. T hey feel 
the union territory can truly 
participate in the regional 
and global m aritim e econ ­
om y by becom in g a major 
player  in  cargo  tranship­
m ent. The tcnninal would  
attract the ex istin g  traffic 
o f  ports along Bangladesh  
and M yanmar as they fonn  
the primary catchment. The 
airport w ould be developed  
a s  a jo in t  m ilita ry -c iv il,  
dual use airport under the 
op er a tio n a l a e g is  o f  the  
Indian N avy and w ill boost 
tourist traffic currently z e ­
roing in at Port Blair.

G ic a l N icobai Island  
lies on a major seism ic fault 
lin e  and bu ild ing a m ega  
shipm ent tcnninal at this 
lo ca tion  m ay be an c c o ­
logical disaster. The islands 
have experienced over 400  
m inor earthquakes in the 
last dccadc and se ism o lo ­
g ists arc worried about the 
fact that Great N icobar is 
a e r ia lly  e lo s e  to  B an da  
A c e h  in  In d o n es ia , the  
epicentre o f  the D ecem ber  
2004  tsunam i that caused  
u n p r ec e d e n ted  d a m a g e .  
The coastlinc  sank nearly 
four m eters and the light­
house at Indira Point is  still 
subm erged in the Andaman 
Sea indicating land subsid­
ence  o f  3 to 4  m etres. A fter  
the com pletion o f  the port, 
should any se ism ic  activity  
recur or  snow ball, it would  
result in sp illing o f  o il and 
c h cm ica ls  sp ellin g  doom  
for the regional env iron ­
mental.

There are future recipes 
for d isaster w hich w ould  
augm en t o n c c  the Great
N ir n h a r  p r o j r r l  h in g e s
tow ards com p letion . The  
Environm ental Impact A s­
sessm ent report says over 
6  lakh people w ill inhabit 
the island in future up from  
little more than 8000 . Can 
w e im agine how  this m ani­
fold  repopulating w ill burst 
th e  fra g ile  is la n d  at its  
scam s? The present sparse 
population is reeling under 
sc arc ity  o f  drin kin g  w a ­
ter desp ite heavy rainfall. 
Shom pensand N icobarcsc, 
the tw o  ind igenou s tribal 
c o m m u n it ie s  in h a b it in g  
G reat N icob ar  w ou ld  be 
further displaced, a process 
set in m otion after the 2004  
tsunam i. T h e  in d igenou s  
trib es fear that w ith  the 
deve lop m en t bandw agon  
finally zoom ing in on Great 
N icobar. settlers from the 
mainland w ould infringe on 
their rights and livelihood.

It may be ironical that 
w c can foresee the destm c- 
tion o f  som e  o f  the finest 
tropical rainforests in  the 
world at a tim e w hen India 
opined at the recent Shartn- 
cl-Shcikh COP 27 C lim ate 
C onference that it w as ‘a 
pan o f  the solution and not 
the problem ’. Many eco lo ­
g is t s  have c r it ic isc d  the  
government for envisioning  
th is  c o lo s sa l and natural 
ca tastrop h e  in  the m ak ­
ing. Years back. Brazilian 
President Jair B o lsanaro  
had relaxed law s and regu­
la t io n s  m eant to  protect 
the A m azon  ra in fo rests. 
O n cc he set the ball roll­
in g , landgrabbers, m iners 
and loggers had a free run 
in th e  p r is t in e  A m a z o n  
rainforests. E nvironm ent 
Support G roups have a l­
leged that India has given  
clearance to a project that 
m akes a m ock ery  o f  the 
F orest C onserva tion  A ct  
w h e re  the r ig h ts  o f  the  
indigenous people  w ho are 
supposed to have a ccess to 
the use o f  forest land have 
been stamped out. Strate­
g ic . im perative, cco log ica l 
con cern s m ay have been  
overridden.

(T h e  w r i te r  is  a  c o m ­
m e n ta to r  o n  s o c ie t y  a n d  
p o litic s .)
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and the hour run through 
the roughest day. ”

— W illiam  S h ak esp e are
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Dangers of tall promises
THE BJP’sSouth Shillong MLA has thrown an 
open challenge to the people o f  Meghalaya to 
give the BJP a majority and allow it to form the 
next government so that they can get all their 
demands fulfilled. The dangers o f  making such 
blanket promises to the electorate on the eve o f  
the elections is that they arc populist in nature 
and defy the norm s o f  pragmatism . W hat's 
the use o f  the Inner Line Permit if  Meghalaya 
cannot create jobs for its own people? What 
happens if the people o f  Meghalaya come up 
with a laundry list o f  demands and get a firm 
commitment from the BJP to deliver on those 
demands in exchange for their votes? Will the 
BJP High Command be able to deliver all those 
promises on a platter? The problem with the BJP 
leadership in Meghalaya is that on their own 
they have limited appeal and have to piggy­
back on the popularity o f Prime Minister Modi. 
They have made people believe that the Modi 
Government which they are sure will return in 
2024 will be able to do the impossible. Can the 
State BJP leadership promise employment and 
if  so. how many jobs will they create? Can the 
BJP leaders in Meghalaya resolve the border 
disputes? Have they been in the forefront on this 
issue considering that Assam is also a BJ P-ruled 
state? Is it not high time for the BJP to lay out 
its vision for Meghalaya?

Interestingly the BJP MLA is dangling a car­
rot that is most likely to be swallowed by pres­
sure groups and their acolytes -  the Inner Line 
Permit (ILP) -  which they believe is a  solution 
to many problems that plague Meghalaya today. 
Instead o f promising to introduce an instrument 
that could have regressive conscquences. why 
does the BJP not talk o f  better agricultural pro­
duction and making Meghalaya self-sufficient 
in meat andfish production which it is currently 
importing in large quantities? M eghalaya's core 
economy isagriculturc and this sector is not sexy 
so we don'i hear loudmouths making demands 
for better, more sustainable agricultural prac­
tices especially in the light o f  climate changc. 
The BJP has never said a word on the illegal coal 
mining which is creating havoc for the environ­
ment. The BJP is silent on the onslaught on the 
environment due to rampant stone quarrying 
and sand mining from rivers. The BJP has also 
been silent on coke units that function without 
permission. Why is the Party silent on critical 
issues and focussing on an instrument that is 
unlikely to yield any advantage to the State? 
Meghalaya requires investment in non-polluting 
industries o f which tourism is just one o f  them. 
That investment must comc from outside the 
State. What are the BJP's views on this issue 
and other issues related to the economic growth
o f  M eg h a la y a  ?

Moroccan Miracle: Triumph 
of the Football Migrant

By Raj deep SardesuiIn a World Cup soccer  
tournament o f  astonishing 
twist* and turns, the unmis­
takable takeaway is sim ­
ply this: the football world 
is. now  becoming 'flat', a 
metaphor for an increasingly 
level playing field in (Ik  most 
competitive o f  sports. The 
dramatic rise o f  Morocco, 
the first African team to reach 
the World Cup semi finals, 
is proof that a new order is 
emerging in the sport, one 
shaped by forces linked to 
changing patterns o f  global­
ization.

It isn't as i f  this is the 
first time a rank outsider has 
made it to the top bracket o f  
a World Cup. In 2002. South 
Korea were surprise semi- 
finalists w hile unfancied 
Turkey finished third. African

It is this triumph o f  the 
Moroccan migrant in football 
that illum inates just how 
sport can break boundaries 
that politics often struggles 
to conquer. There are an 
estimated fiv: million Mo­
roccan migrants in Europe 
alone, part of a wider 25 
million plus Arab immigrant 
population across the conti­
nent. Their sirong presence 
has encouraged far-right 
politicians across European 
countries to create a c li­
mate o f  nuilual suspicion, 
even hostility, between Arab 
Muslims and mainstream Eu­
ropean society. A dominant 
narrative has pigeonholed 
Arab Muslim immigrants as

sporting culture where skill 
matters above all else.

Even the English, whose 
football ccosystcm was once 
seen as not inclusive enough, 
have nurtured a team that is 
far more representative o f  a 
‘new’ multi-cultural Britain. 
Just contrast the 'w hites 
only’ I960 World Cup win­
ning English team with the 
young guns who shone at 
the 2022 tournament. Then 
be it Bukayo Saka. bom o f 
Nigerian parents or Rahcern 
Sterling, born in Jamaica, 
or a Jude Bellingham and 
Marcus Rashford. English 
fortunes and even their style 
o f  play has been transformed 
by the rise o f  iconic black

North Indian migrants from 
UP and Bihar were bashed up 
in Mumbai by workers from 
Raj Thackeray's Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena. Or indeed 
how students from the north 
east were beaten up a few 
years ago for not speaking in 
Kannada. Or how Kashmiris 
have been victims o f  hate 
and bigotry in different parts 
o f  India

Truth is. inter-state and 
global migration has contrib­
uted im mensely to greater 
prosperity across geogra­
phies. The north Indian mi­
grants who drive small and 
medium businesses and the 
service sector in Mumbai 
have lifted many families in 
UPand Bihar out o f  poverty. 
The wave o f  Indian migrants 
to the Gulf countries have not

countries like Cameroon. 
Senegal and Algeria have 
upset some o f  the world's 
best teams in the past. Go 
hack even further in time to 
North Korea defeating the 
mighty Italians in I960. Yet. 
in ntany instances, these were 
seen as lluke victories that 
didn't signal a paradigm shift 
in sporting power. Morocco's 
incredible run is very differ­
ent, built around a system that 
signals the transformative 
nature o f  sport.

The most striking feature 
o f  the Moroccan success 
story is the fact that fourteen 
members o f  their 26 mem­
ber squad were bom outside 
Morocco, a majority o f  them 
from the mushrooming mi­
grant communities in Europe 
and beyond who have been 
at the heart o f  their achieve­
ments. Before the tournament 
began, the hugely influential 
Hakim Ziycch was probably 
the only globally recognized 
M oroccan player because 
l>c is part o f  London's blue 
chip club. Chelsea. But now. 
the likes o f  Canadian-born 
goalkeeper Youncs Bounou. 
Madrid-boni Achraf llakimi. 
Dutch bom Sofyan Ambrabat 
and French born Sofianc  
Boufal. have become stars 
in their own right, typifying 
an indomitable spirit that 
lias been the hallmark o f  the 
Moroccan performance.

a threat to national identity, 
domestic security and social 
cohesion.

The beautiful game for­
tunately has no lime for such 
ugly stereotypes, preferring 
to see the sport as a platform 
to showcase talent and equal 
opportunity above all else. 
Over 125 players in Qatar 
arc playing fo: countries they 
were not b on  in. Even the 
European countries that have 
done well in recent limes arc 
those that embracc diversity: 
the Swiss captlin Granit Xha- 
ka is o f  Albanian origin as 
is the team's star midfielder. 
Xherdan Shaqiri. Several 
members o f  t ic  Swiss squad 
were bom ab'oad, a sign o f  
just how more open immigra­
tion policies liave re-defined 
societies.

In 2018. i  majority o f  
the World Cup w inning  
French team were migrants 
or children of migrants. 
The 2022 squad is no dif­
ferent. a numxr o f  players 
tracing their African roots. 
Kylian Mbappc. the outstand­
ing French siperstar, has a 
Cameroon-bom father and a 
mother o f  A gcrian Kabylc 
heritage, his prodigious talent 
recognized al an early age 
by talent scouts in the Paris 
club AS Bondy. Many o f  the 
French players have been 
products o f  (his club system  
that promoter a multi-racial

footballers who have become 
role m odels for an entire 
generation. Except for the 
South American powerhous­
es Brazil and Argentina -- 
whose players are still mostly 
home grown, the rest o f  the 
world has rapidly broken 
national boundaries on the 
football field.

Which leads one to ask: 
if  football can benefit from 
actively encouraging a multi­
cultural ethos and migrant 
identities, why is the rest 
o f  society a step behind? 
Europe's far-right politicians 
continue to rail against a 
more open border policy for 
migration. Britain's Brexit 
supporters exacerbated an 
anti-immigration sentiment 
as did Donald Trump and 
his Republican cohorts in the 
United States.

In India too. many local 
and national politicians have 
fostered a narrow parochial 
mindset that builds w alls 
within societies. Preferential 
treatment to ‘son sof the soil' 
may be seen as a political 
and economic necessity in 
times o f  fierce job competi­
tion but when it becomes 
a credo that consciously  
discriminates against skilled 
workers from other parts o f  
the country then it bccomcs 
a destructive force that only 
divides society for electoral 
benefit. Recall how in 2008

only built the infrastructure 
o f  those countries includ­
ing the showpiece football 
stadium in Qatar but also  
ensured a robust remittance 
economy that has transformed 
the landscape o f  states like 
Kerala. Remittances from the 
vast global Indian diaspora to 
their home country were the 
highest in the world at S89 
billion or 3% o f  GDP in 2021 
according to the World Bank. 
Which is why the triumph o f  
the football migrant is a pow­
erful message to India and a 
globalizing world: countries 
that creatively promote mo­
bility o f  talent across regions 
and nations are the ones that 
will grow and prosper. What 
Moroccan football has done 
today, the rest o f  the world 
must do tomorrow.

Post-script: There is an 
eternal question asked ahead of  
every World Cup cycle: when 
will India qualify forthc World 
Cup soccer finals? Unlikely in 
the near future but perhaps one 
day when a mass sport is taken 
to every street comer, like it 
happened with cricket. And 
yes. when equal opportunity 
to play is available to every 
child. Till then, let’s rejoice in 
living (Ik  ultimate Moroccan 
underdog dream.

(T h e  w riter is a sen io r  
journalist and  author. Mail: 
rajdeepsardesai52(agntail. 
com)

W hy suddenly 
so active 
leaders?

Editor.
Have you noticcd dear 

readers that there has been 
a sudden nisi o f  activities 
in our state b> our leaders - 
the rampant inaugurations, 
laying o f  foundation stones, 
various distributions o f  tins, 
blankets, sewing machines, 
etc. tournaments, festivals 
and what have you? Do you 
not wonder v h y  the same 
politicians (in the ruling 
party/parties) have been 
in deep slumber for four 
and a half years and have 
awakened six months or so 
before the elections? Arc 
we so ignorant to get carried 
away by leaders who put up a 
show only to return to power 
so they can rob us and our 
magnificent state for tltc next 
five years all over again? Do 
wc not question ourselves as 
to how they can afford to buy 
luxurious carsand mansions

worth crores o f  rupees with 
their salaries?

They’re even using reli­
gion as a tool now to draw 
nafvc voters. They publi­
cise their personal visits to 
churches and institutions 
and their meetings with the 
leaders o f  these institutions 
just to woo the adherent o f  
these churches. Well, let's 
not forget that huge party that 
was held on a certain Sunday 
last month forthc first time in 
the history o f  our State when 
all the young ones chose to 
attend the said party instead 
o f  service/mass.

And i f  you haven't yet 
asked these questions above, 
start doing so now! Trust inc. 
you will find your answers 
on who to choose as your 
representative in the upcom­
ing elections otherwise wc 
arc doomed forever - unend­
ing traffic, no parking lots, 
fallen domes, illegal mining 
o f  coal, stone, sand. etc. zero 
employment, teachers beg­
ging for their rightful salary, 
dilapidated markets the list
will go on!

Are wc going to set our­
selves up for another five 
years o f  mis-govemanee

Yours etc..
Namrata Chettri 

Via email

Landm ark 
decision by 

SC on corrupt 
officials

Editor,
A five judge constitutional 

bench had delivered a land­
mark judgement on corrupt 
officials and had clarified 
tint, "thecourt has discretion 
to raise the presumption o f  
facts and the accused has the 
right to rebut the presumption 
but in the absence a rebuttal 
(Ik  presumption stands. It is 
generally seen that such most 
corrupt officials do manage 
the w itnesses and get o ff  
scot free but after this deci­
sion the court will take into 
consideration circumstantial 
evidence. There may be cases 
where the witness is dead or

is not traccablc and police 
have to use their expertise to 
reach at a conclusive end.

The SC bench said that 
in the event the complain­
ant turns hostile or has died 
or is unable to provide his 
evidence durhg the trial, the 
demand o f  ilegal gratifica­
tion can be proved by letting 
in the evidence o f  any other 
witness cither orally or via 
documentary cvidcnce or 
the prosecution can prove 
the case by circumstantial 
evidence.

"The trial docs not abate 
nor docs it result in an order 
o f  acquittal o f the public ser­
vant." the bench said.

The apex court's verdict 
came while examining the 
issue whether in the absence 
o f  direct or primary evidence 
o f  demand ofbribc, inferen­
tial dcductioi o f  guilt o f  a 
public scrvan can be drawn 
hascd on othci evidence. This 
is a much needed judgment 
considering that corruption 
by public servants in this 
country is overwhelmingly 
high.

The apex court remarked 
further. "Wc hope that the 
prosecution makes sincere 
efforts to ensure that conrupt 
public servants arc booked 
since corruption is corroding 
the body politic like canccr. 
When direct evidence is un­
available owing to the death 
o f  a w itness or a w itness 
turning hostile, it is permis­
sible to draw an inference 
o f  culpability or guilt o f  a 
public servant on the basis 
o f  other evidence adduced 
by tltc prosecution. Comip- 
tion by public servants has 
become a gigantic problem: 
no aspect o f  governance is 
untouched.” remarked the 
bench further, noting that, 
"largescalc corruption retards 
nation-building activity."

Making it clear that some 
direct proof o f  an offer, de­
mand or acceptance o f  a 
bribe is needed, the court 
has noted that i f  cither as­
pect is proved through di­
rect evidence, the remain­
ing aspects can be proved 
through circumstantial ev i­
dence also. Particularly, i f

there is proof o f  the offer o f  
a bribe and the acceptance 
o f  a bribe, the court has 
said that it is not ncccssary 
to prove that the bribe was 
demanded.

A constitution bcnch o f  
justices Abdul Nazccr. BR 
Gavai, AS Bopanna. V Ra- 
m asubram anian. and BV 
Nagarathna pronounced its 
verdict on Thursday, on a 
petition that had challenged 
the conviction on grounds 
that since the complainant 
in the case had passed away 
before his evidence could be 
recorded, there is no direct 
evidence o f  demand ofbribc 

It is expected that after 
this decision it will be dif­
ficult for conupt officials to 
get o ff  scot-free.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email
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Round The States
B y ln s a f

Tawang Face-Off 
•Not 1962’. but 

strategy missing
‘•It’s not 1962 anymore." 

An assertion by Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister Pcrna 
Khandu on Tuesday last 
should bolster confidence at 
least among his people, after 
tltc attempt by Chinese troop- 
sto unilaterally change the 
LAC in the State's Yangtsc 
valley o f  Tawang sector. In a 
micro blogging site, he wrote: 
" Yangtscis under my Assem­
bly constituency (Mukto) 
and every year I meet the 
army javvans and villagers 
o f  the area... It’s not 1962 
anymore. If anyone tries to 
transgress, our brave soldiers 
will give a befitting reply... 
they don’t reply to raining 
o f  bricks with mere sticks, 
they do so *ith iron rods." 
This after. Dcfcncc Minis­
ter Rajnath Singh infonncd 
Parliament that the “Indian 
troops bravely thwarted the 
Chinese PI A attempt and 
there were no fatalities or se­
rious casualties to the Indian 
troops...The ensuing face 
o ff  led to a physical scuftk 
in which tic  Indian Army 
bravely prevented the PLA 
from transgressing into our 
territory and compelled them 
to return tc their posts..."  
Be that as t may. national 
security and defence experts 
seek more a clear v ision and 
animprcssive strategy to deal 
with the C iina challenge, 
instead o f  merely reacting 
to cach criss as it emerges. 
The reccnt clash took place 
two-and-a-half years after 
the toxic encounter between 
the two sicks in the Galvvan 
Valley. Ladakh in June 2020. 
The horde* face -o ff  may 
have been nanaged for now. 
but in the long run Delhi 
needs to resolve the border 
issue with a belligerent Bei­
jing. which is determined to 
pursue its territorial claims 
along the disputed border. 
Nagging insecurity among 
local popul.ee in Arunachal 
and Ladakh needs to be ef­
fectively removed. It's not 
asking for too much!

Bihar’s llooch Tragedy
The hooih tragedy in Bi­

har again pits the spotlight 
on Chief Minister Nitish Ku­
mar's prohibition policy. Will 
he rethink o _ remain cussed? 
The death o f 2 6  people in 
Saran area on Wednesday 
last, expectedly triggered 
a slugfest between the Op­
position BJP and ruling Ma- 
hagathbanchan in the As­
sembly. The latter demand­
ing compensation to family 
members o f the victims. But 
Nitish was firm ‘"Jo piyega 
woh marcgat those w ho drink 
spurious aUohol will die)." 
and said the policy "wasn't 
my personal wish but a re­
sponse to erics o f women.” 
His deputy. Tcjasvvi said BJP 
"should remember that Bihar 
has witnessed many hooch 
deaths while it was in power. 
Many o f  its own leaders have 
also been accused o f  involve­
ment in illicit liquor trade. It 
shouldn't make hypocritical 
noises but cooperate with 
government which is mak­
ing honest efforts to curb 
liquor consumption." In the 
haranguing match. Nitish's
fu n n e l |Hjlilic.il s lia le g is l

Prashant Kishor's reaction 
is worth a mention: Bihar, he 
said "has bccomc a laughing 
stock because o f  prohibition. 
The law dacsn't deserve  
any review but should be 
repealed forthwith. It's high 
time all political partics.be it 
Nitish Kumar, the BJP which 
shared power with him for 
years, and RID’s Deputy CM 
Tcjashwi Yadav, gave up their 
hypocrisy and took a deci­
sion without worrying about 
votes.” Point well made, but 
will it be taken?

Centre & Border Row
Embarrassed with the bor­

der-row cscalating in two o f  
its States. Karnataka and Ma­
harashtra. BJP top brass has 
had to step in. On Wednesday 
last. Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah asked Chief Min­
isters Basavaraj Bommai and 
Eknath Shindc to set up a 
six-mcmbcrjoint ministerial 
panel to address issues and 
not make any claims till Su­
preme Court gives its verdict. 
The issue, he chastised ‘can't 
be settled on the streets but 
only through constitutional
moans.' This after violence
erupted in Bclgavi and ad­

joining regions o f Karnataka 
last week. Further, a com­
mittee is to be set up under 
an IPS officer to maintain 
law and order and peaceful 
passage o f  people, transport 
and goods from one state 
to another. More so, after 
Maharashtra is peeved over 
Bommai ordering his offi­
cers in Bclgavi to ’'prevent 
visit o f  its ministers” to the 
region. So far so good. 1 low- 
cvcr. Shah's political skills 
at a rapprochement between 
the two sides will be on test 
as to the insinuation that the 
‘Centre should play a role 
o f  the facilitator and not ap­
pear to fav our any particular 
State.'Fadnavis said there 
have been instances in the 
past when Karnataka had al­
leged that the Centre had fa­
voured Maharashtra. He said 
Maharashtra too had claimed 
that an affidavit filed by the 
Centre in the Supreme Court 
in 2014 appeared to favour 
Karnataka.Will Supreme 
Court bail o f  tltc BJP and its 
waning factions?

DM K V  Rising Son* 
The ae tor-p rod ucer-  

tumcd-politician t'dhayani- 
dhi Stalin can be said to be 
the DMK's “Rising Son.” 
His induction as Minister o f  
Youth Welfare and Sports 
Development in Tamil Nadu 
cabinet on Wednesday last, 
by father and Chief Minister 
M K Stalin has opposition 
AIADMK charging its rival 
o f  surpassing the Congress 
in family-based politics. But 
Stalin’s  line o f  succession as 
laid out or criticism about 
‘family rule’ or ‘dynasty 
nilc'is not new to Indian pol­
ities. Various chief ministers 
and leaders have inducted 
their sons into positions o f  
power. Be that as it may. 
U dhayanidhi's induction 
was expected post Assem­
bly polls May 2021 and it 
conics through as he retires 
from films. And now that 
Stalin has gone through the 
form ality, sealed future 
debates within the patty, the 
message is crystal c lcar-  
it’s time for GcnNcxt to be 
groomed for take over. The 
big question, however, is 
how Udhayanidhi will win 
over sides and comc o f  his 
own without hurting others 
and himself. He will have 
to prove himself as a good 
administrator and that is a 
challenge. Perhaps, lie will 
start by inducting his own 
team but work with existing 
ones. Social media is already 
dubbing him as deputy CM! 
But as Stalin said 'There is 
only so much 1 or any father 
can do. that too inside the 
party. It is for the voters to 
decide whether they want a 
particular person in power or 
not.' Time will tell.

Students’ Suicide 
The alleged suicide o f  

three students taking coach­
ing for NEET at a center 
in Kota. Rajasthan has put 
the spotlight on the larger 
and ‘grave issue’ o f  human 
rights, according to National 
Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC). Taking suo ntoto 
notice o f  the two separate 
incidents within 12 hours, 
the NIIRC has sent notices 
to Rajasthan government. 
Union sccrclary o f  higher 
education, and chairperson. 
National Medical Commis­
sion. It particularly observed 
the grueling pressure that 
teenagers face ’at private 
institutes in the c ity for 
limited seats in pursuing 
technical and nicdical educa­
tion.' In its opinion there's 
need to ‘regulate private 
coaching in stitu tes’. For 
these are ‘charging a very 
hefty am ount. Students, 
from across the country, are 
staying in hostcls/paying  
guest houses with a high 
expectation o f  su ccess...” 
Oft heard with no action! 
Incidentally. Kota has bc­
comc a hub o f private coach­
ing centres for aspirants o f  
NEET. The NHRC has asked 
the three authorities to spelt 
out a regulatory mechanism 
to control private coaching 
institutions, a National Ac­
tion Plan o f  a proportional 
increase o f  seats and initiat­
ing some progressive and 
student-friendly mechanism 
to gel su cccss in NEET. 
among other issues. Will it 
percolate down to a concrete
mntfmap or just another fu­
tile exercise? — INFA
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Pink: The fashion’s colour of controversy
F rom  th e  b lu s h  p in k  o f  

r o y a l m is tr e s s e s  to the  
hot pink o f  tab lo id  party  

g ir ls , pink has g a in ed  a rep u­
tation for  bein g  a p rov o c a tiv e  
c o lo u r  for  th ose  w h o  dare  to  
w ear it.

D e sp ite  its  var io u s sh a d e s  
and the c o m p le x itie s  o f  i ts  c u l ­
tural s ig n if ica n ce , it is  a c o lou r  
that is  o f te n  branded w ith  the  
sam e c o n n o ta tio n s o f  fem in in e  
fr iv o l ity  and e x ce ss  w heth er  
g ir lish  and in n ocen t or w o m ­
anly  and ero tic

S o  m uch s o  that w o r s h ip ­
pers at a N orth L on don  church  
w ere  ord ered  to r em o v e  pink  
c h a ir s  a fter  an e c c le s ia s t i c a l  
ju d g e  c la im ed  that the c h o ic e  
o f  c o lo u r  schem e c o u ld  “ca u se  
p u zz le m e n t” .

T h is  pink panic in v ite s  the 
q u estion : w hy is pink so  c o n ­
troversia l?

A b r ie f  g lim p se  at its  rather 
c o lou rfu l history in the W estern 
w orld r ev e a ls  a> socia tion s that 
both sh ape and c h a lle n g e  w hat 
p ink  m eans.

P IN K ’ S P A ST  
A cc o rd in g  to h istor ian  V al­

e r ie  S te e le ,  the birth o f  pink  
in m odern fash ion  began in  the  
18th c en tu ry . By th is  p e r io d , 
p in k  had b e c o m e  th e  c o lo u r  
o f  c h o ic e  am ong c ou rtly  e l i t e s  
o f  th e  W estern w o rld , in clu d in g  
r oyalty  and aristocrats.

D ev e lo p m e n ts in d y e  m aking  
and the French cou rt's  penchant 
for c u ttin g -cd t;c  g a rm en ts p r o ­
v id ed  the perfect pairin g  to b eg in  
p in k 's  s u c c e s s  a s an e m e r g in g  
fa sh io n  stap le .

P erhap s the m ost instrum ental 
in f lu e n c e  on p in k 's  p ow er  w as  
M adam e de Pom padour the m is­
tress  o f  K ing L ouis XV. She w as  
o f te n  p ortrayed  b y  the p a in ter  
F ra n co is  B ou ch er  sp o r t in g  her  
sig n a tu re  pink gow n s and sh o es , 
m ost n o tab ly  in h is 1759  p ie c e  
M adam e dc Pom padour.

In h is  1758  pain tin g . M adam e  
dc Pom padour at Her T o ilette , she  
is  sh ow n  a p p ly in g  rouge from  a

T h e y  w er e  r e sp o n d in g  to  a 
record ing  o f  then p resident D o n ­
a ld  Trum p, in w h ic h  he boasted  
about grabbing  w om en "by the 
pu ssy" .

T h is  e x p lic it  c o n n e c tio n  b e ­
tw een  pink , fem a le  gen ita lia  and 
a c tiv ism  is  a fem in ist  statem ent 
that em p h a s is es  w o m e n 's  lack o f  
auton om y o v er  their  o w n  b o d ie s  
in a patr iarchal so c ie ty .

box o f  c o sm e tic s  the b lu sh ed  
c h e e k s  im p ly in g  fem a le  s e x u a l­
ity . For S te e le ,  the c o lo u r  pink  
in th is  period  b e c o m e s  attached  
to both the fr iv o l ity  o f  French  
h igh  fa sh ion  and the e r o t ic is in g  
o f  w h ite  fem in in ity .

From the 18th c en tu ry  court  
to  the 20 th  cen tu ry  h o m e , pink  
g a in e d  fu r th er  tr a c t io n  in  th e  
1950s.

A s B ritish  p r o fesso r  o f  d e s ig n  
h is to r y  P e n n y  S p a r k e  w r i te s :  
“ L ink ed  w ith  the id ea  o f  fem a le  
c h ild h o o d , [pin k] represen ted the 
e m p h a sis  on d is tin c tiv e  ge n d e r ­
in g  that u n derp in ned  19 5 0 s s o ­
c ie ty , en su rin g  that w om en  w ere  
w om en and m en w ere m en .”

W hether ad orn ing  firs t  la d ies .

H o lly w o o d  stars or h o u se w iv es , 
p ink  in  th is  era r ep re sen te d  a 
trad ition a l fem in in ity  ground ed  
in f ix e d  g en d er  roles.

M a r i ly n  M o n r o e ’s  i c o n i c  
pink g ow n  in G e n ih m a n  P r e fe r  
B lo n d e s  (1 9 5 3 )  p a iied  w ith her 
t y p e c a s t  “ d u m b  b lo n d e ” f i lm  
r o les  and her pin-up  p ast w ork  
togeth er  to re in force  the star  as 
a se x  sy m b o l to be d e s ir ed  by  
a u d ie n c es .

A s film  sch o lar  Richard D yer  
argu es, M onroe rep resen ted  the 
e p ito m e  o f  s e x  in c o n v c rsa t iv e  
1950s A m erican  so c ie ty .

O n th e  o th er  end  o f  the s c a le , 
the first lad y  o f  the U nited States 
M a m ie  E is e n h o w e r  w if e  o f  
presid en t D w ig h t D. E isen h ow er

( 1 9 5 3 - 1 9 6 1 )  c u l t iv a t e d  an 
im a g e  o f  th e  id e a l  h o u s e w ife  
through her fam ou s “ First Lady 
Pink" lo o k s.

H er stu n n in g  1953  in augu ral 
o u tf it  w as a sp ark lin g  pink g ow n  
e m b r o id e r e d  w ith  m o re  than  
2 ,0 0 0  rh in esto n e s. She w as w ell-  
kn ow n for her lo v e  o f  a ll  th in g s  
pink and tran sform ed the W hite  
H ouse w ith th is  c o lo u r fu l d lc o r , 
so  m uch so  that the h o u se h o ld  
s ta ff  c a lle d  it a “ Pink P a la c e ” .

P U N K  A N D  P R O T E S T
B eyond the 1 9 50s. pink m oved  

a w a y  from  it s  a s s o c ia t io n s  o f  
c o n fo r m ity  and to o k  on  a new  
pu rpose: r esis ta n ce .

P au l S i m o n o n ,  b a s s i s t  fo r

H nglish punk band The C lash , fa ­
m ou sly  sa id  that “ pink is  the on ly  
true rock and ro ll colour".

We can  cer ta in ly  see  this in the 
w ay  that punk m u sic ia n s reap- 
prop r ia te  the sw ee t  and g ir lish  
c o n n o ta t io n s  o f  p in k  to c re a te  
su b v e rs iv e  p erform an ces.

F or her 1999  p e r fo r m in c e  at 
G la s to n b u r y . H o le 's  C o u r tn ey  
L ove n o tor iou s for  her taw  and  
r au cou s v o c a ls  -  u n ex p ec ted ly  
sw a p p ed  her  r e b e ll io u s  gru n ge  
gir l lo o k  for  a pink costu m e o f  
b a llet  s lip p ers and fa iry  w ings.

P ink is  a lso  th e  co lour  o f  fem i­
n ist a c tiv ism .

T h e  2 0 1 7  w o m e n ’s march saw  
p r o te s te r s  ta k in g  to  s tre e ts  in 
pink “p u ssy  hats*'.

P IN K  R E C L A IM E D
T h e  c o n n o t a t io n s  o f  p in k  

are no t f ix e d ,  bu t m a lle a b le . 
W h e th e r  w orn  by  f i lm  s t a r s , 
m u s ic ia n s  o r  c e l e b r i t i e s ,  th e  
c o lo u r  ta k e s  on  new  m ea n in g s  
th r o u g h  ir o n y  an d  r e c la m a ­
t io n .

T h e  2001  film  L e g a lly  B lon d e  
s u b v e r ts  th e  g e n d e r e d  “ dum b  
b lo n d e ” s te r e o ty p e s  a s so c ia te d  
w ith  w ea r in g  p in k  by  fo l lo w in g  
th e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  a so r o r ity  g ir l 
w ho g o e s  to  law  s c h o o l .

W hen  M adonn a d o n n e d  her  
p in k  M a te r ia l G ir l lo o k ,  sh e  
p o s it io n e d  h e r s e l f  a s  th e  n e w  
M a r i ly n  M o n r o e :  a b l o n d e  
b o m b sh e ll for the era o f  S econ d  
W ave F e m in ism . S h e  rew ork ed  
M o n r o e ’s  tra g ic  stard om  in to  a 
n a rra tive  abou t fem a le  e m p o w ­
erm en t and s u r v iv a l .

On T ik T ok . th e  # B im b o  trend 
in v o lv e s  f e m in in e -p r e s e n t in g  

c o n ten t  c re a to r s  f in d in g  in s p i ­
r a tio n  in  th e  o n c e  d e r o g a to r y  
“ b im b o ” l a b e l .  T h e ir  v id e o s  
r e c la im  the la b e l a s  a p la y fu l  
a e s t h e t ic  and a n e w  f e m in is t  
l i f e s ty l e .

D e sp ite  its  lo n g s ta n d in g  a s ­
so c ia t io n s  w ith  fe m in in e  f r iv o l ­
ity  and e x c e s s ,  p ink c o n s is te n t ly  
p r o v e s  i t s e l f  to  be a tra n sg rc s-  
s iv c  c o lo u r . It m o v e s  w ith  the 
t im e s  a n d  d o e s  no t sh y  a w a y  
from  p a r o d y in g  it s  o w n  past.

I f  P aris H ilto n 's  su rp r ise  ru n ­
w ay ap p earan ce  e a r lie r  th is  year  
in sp a rk lin g  pink V ersace  brid al 
w ea r  t e l l s  u s  a n y th in g , it 's  that 
pink sh o u ld  n e v e r  be u n d e r e s ­
t im a te d . It s t i l l  has th e  p ow er  
to sh o c k , fa s c in a te  and m ak e  a 
s ta te m e n t. ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

What can friendship survive?

Hy S u ku nt D cc p a k

S he says a novel has a num ber  
o f  startin g  p o in ts , and for a 
lo n g  tim e sh e w as b e e n  in ­

terested  in  th e  idea o f  c h ild h o o d  
fr ie n d sh ip s anc how  they are so  
d iffe re n t . "In 2 0 1 6 , in  A m erica  
there  w as Trump and in B rita in , 
B rcx it. I startc.1 h ear ing  a lo t o f  
p e o p le  s a y in g  th in g s , lik e  'Oh! 
there  arc so  m any th in gs fa llin g  
apart and I cannot talk to  them  
(fr ie n d s)  b ecause  they  arc on the  
other s id e ... 1 found m y se lf  th in k­
in g  a b ou t wha! can  fr ie n d sh ip s  
su r v iv e .” a w are-w in n in g  B r itish  - 
Pakistan i author K am ila  Sh am sic  
te ll s  IA N S .

H e r  l a t e s t  n o v e l  'B e s t  o f  
F rien d s' (B lo o m sb u r y  P u b lis h ­
in g ) .  a b ook  about fr ie n d sh ip ,  
pow er, m orality , and lo y a lty , f o l ­
lo w s its  t it le  characters from their  
Pakistan i g ir lh ood s to th e ir  adult 
liv e s  in Hngland. S h e adds that in 
fr ie n d sh ip s , o r e  m ay c h o o s e  to 
ju st  ign ore  the p o in ts  o f  d iffe r ­
e n c e  and fo c u s  sn the s im ila r it ie s  
-- but w hat happens i f  that sou rce  
o f  d iffe r e n c e  cannot be ign ored  
a n ym ore?  "So it sta r ted  in  that 
w ay and it w as more abstract. And 
then , I w as w ritin g  an a r tic le  on  
P akistan 's w om en’s cr ic k e t team , 
and I felt th is  t in g lin g  in m y f in ­
gers. and strong m em ories  hit m e. 
It w a s  such a cru cia l p o in t and I 
had the id ea  --  It m ust b eg in  in 
K arachi. So  I su p p ose  a ll th o se

th in gs cam e to g eth e r .”
T he auth or, w ho w on  the 2 0 1 8  

W om en’s Prize for  F iction  ('H om e  
F ire’) and has to  her cred it n o v e ls  
in c lu d in g  'In the C ity  by the Sea ’, 
'S a lt and S a ffron '. ’(Cartography', 
'B roken V erses'. ‘Burnt Sh adow s’. 
'A  God in  E very Ston e' and 'H om e  
F ire’ sa y s  that so m eth in g  sh e  is  
ju s t  not in terested  in d ec ip h er in g  
w h ic h  c h a r a cter s  in  her w ork s  
sh are s im ila r it ie s  w ith  th o se  in  
her l i f e .  " B eca u se  w h en  1 start 
a s s o c ia t in g  th a t , th e y  b e c o m e  
som eon e  e ls e ,  and it’s very  hard 
to  s e c  them  as p e o p le . In th e  back  
o f  m y brain , 1 am  u s in g  m y lif e  
e x p e r ie n c es  and the p eop le  I have  
m et as in sp ir a t io n , and it 's  not 
ju st  from  o n e  person . W h ile  for  
so m e  p e o p le , the j o y  o f  w ritin g  
c o m e s  from  r e a l- lif e  p e o p le  w ho  
they  take the ir  in sp ira tion  from , 
in m y c a se . 1 am  s t i l l  that c h ild  
w ho w an ts to  m ake th in gs u p .” 

S h a m sic . born in to  a fam ily  o f  
in te lle c tu a ls  in K arachi - w here  
e v e r y o n e  read, w rote  and ta lked  
about b o o k s, so m eth in g  sh e  took  
to  e a r ly  o n . rem em bers. " B ooks  
w e r e  a s m uch  a part o f  l i f e  as  
fo o d  w a s . W hen y o u  learn  that 
early  o n . it se ts  in on y o u . N ow . 
w e arc lu ck y  that there  are a lot 
o f  y ou n g  w r ite rs  c o m in g  out o f  
P ak istan  and it (w r it in g )  is  on e  
o f  the th in g s  you m ight want to  
do  w ith  you r  l i f e .  G row in g  up, it 
w a s  very  d iffe r e n t . T h ere  w ere  
v e r y  fe w  w h o  w o u ld  w r i te  in

E n g lish  and they  seem ed lik e  an 
e x c e p t io n . That I had a m oth er  
w ho w ou ld  s it  at a desk and w rite  
se n ten ce s  m ade m e think --  th is  
is  so m eth in g  I can do w ith  your  
l i f e .”

Talk to her about m ajor Indian  
p u b lish in g  h o u se s w ork ing  w ith  
P a k is ta n i w r ite rs  and sh e  sa y s  
that around a d e c a d e  b ack , it w as  
fash ion ab le  to say  'Pakistani w rit­
in g  is  c o o l', but the first p eop le  
w ho w ere  p u b lish in g  them  w ere  
in  India.

"And it m akes s c r s e  o f  c ou rse  
as w e  are tied  to each o th er  in  so  
m any w ays. It is hard to get across  
the border and n o v e ls  becam e a 
w ay  to kn ow  ea ch  o ilier . A lo t o f  
the in frastructure was created  due  
to Indian p u blish ing  '.vhich I think 
is  w ond erfu l."

N ow  l iv in g  in  E n glan d  for a 
lo n g  tim e, d o c s  the d istan ce  from  
K arachi, w here  m any o f  her w orks 
are b ased , h e lp s  her understand  
that c ity  by the sea  be tter?  She  
asse r ts . "To w rite  about Karachi 
from  th is  d is ta n ce , and in  2 0 2 2 , I 
do  not think 1 am in a better  p o s i­
tion  than som eon e  w ho is  p h y s i­
c a lly  there. T im e  d o e s so m eth in g  
in terestin g , and I can  look  back at 
Karachi in 19X 8... Tke in terestin g  
th in g  is  the d ista n ce  that c o m e s  
w ith tim e rather than a sort o f  a 
p h y s ic a l m ov in g  away."

T a lk in g  a b o u t  t e r  m e n to r .  
K ashm iri poet A gha S h ahid  A li. 
w h o  sh e  s tu d ie d  from  b oth  a s  
an u n d ergrad u ate  and grad u ate  
stu d en t, sh e  rem em bers. "A fter  
h is d e a th , th ere 's  lik e  an in te r ­
n a lize d  ve rs io n  o f  him w h o  te ll s  
m e -- 'O kay, you  have w ritten  a 
bad se n ten ce  and need to d e le te  
it . e rase  it from  your m em ory’. 
W hen I took som e poetry  c la s s e s  
w ith h im . that freed  m y prose . I 
learn ed to pay a ttcn iion  to every  
w o r d . A n  im p o r ta n t  t h in g  he 
tau gh t w a s  to  read th e  w r itin g  
out loud."

For her. a b ook  ’co m e s’ s lo w ­
ly .. .  sh e  c o m e s  to a p o in t w here  
sh e has not w ritten  for so m e  tim e  
but then there  is  an in k lin g . And 
then m onths go  by  w hen  so m e ­
th in g  v e ry  s l i g h t  f:>rms. "I s it  
d ow n  and I am stuck for  a lon g  
t im e . M y b e g in n in g s  are  s lo w  
b ecau se  i do  not know  w hat I am  
d o in g  at t im e s . An:l th e n , f iv e  
d a y s  in a w ee k . I am at my desk  
for  hours. The deeper I ge t in to  
a n o v e l, the m ore it f lo w s,"  she  
c o n c lu d es . ( IA N S )

Welcoming guests into 
the House of Socrates

be d r e s se d  for  th e  o c ­
c a s io n  in pine trees and 
an or ig in a l 'A m our Tou- 
jours' neon  ligh t feature, 
c u sto m  c r e a te d  for  Le 
B risto l P aris by c a l l ig ­
raphy scu lp tor  V alentine  
H crrcn sch m idt.

ch ic k e n  w'ith lo b ste r  for  
C h r is tm a s , w h ile  N ew  
Year’s w ill o ffe r  s o le  and 
A lsa tian  v e n iso n , am ong  
o th e r  fine  c re a tio n s  by 
Head C h ef Fric Frcchon. 
He a lso  crafted w ith 114 
F a u b o u r g ’s  C h e f  L o ic

b a u b le s  and  w h ite  ta s ­
se l ornam en ts, w ill  fea ­
ture b e a u tifu l ly  w rapped  
g if t s  at the ir  b ase  w h ils t  
a s e r i e s  o f  h a n d m a d e  
S ocra tc  sc u lp tu re s  w ill 
p l a y  h i d c - a n d - s e e k  
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  s c e n e  
lik e  C hr istm as e lv e s  in a 
charm in g trib ute  to th is  
f e s t iv e  s e a so n 's  graciou s  
host.

Lc B r is to l's  courtyard  
garden , for its  part, w ill

L
e  B r i s t o l  P a r i s  
p r e p a r e s  an  im ­
m e r s i v e  t r a n s ­

f o r m a tio n , w e lc o m in g  
g u e sts  in to  the 'h ou se  o f  
S oc r a te s’ for the fe s t iv e  
season  w ith  sc in t illa tin g  
decor, u n forgettab le  d in ­
in g , and g if t s  ga lore .

E n c h a n t in g  C h r is tm a s  
sc e n o g r a p h y

T h is C h r istm as , O ct-  
kcr C o lle c t io n 's  P arisian  
P a la c e , w ill  reach  
peak c o z in e ss  w ith  
f e s t iv it ie s  hosted  
by the h o te l’s res i­
d e n t  f e l i n e ,  S o ­
c r a tc . R en o w n e d  
F r e n c h  in t c r i o r  
d e s ig n  firm . S tu ­
d io  B jorg . is  o v er ­
se e in g  an im m er­
s iv e  d e c o r  o f  the 
h o t e l ’s  c o m m o n  
s p a c e s ,  t a k in g  
its  c u c s  from  Le  
B risto l Paris’ rich  
h is to r y  to  c re a te  
a f e s t iv e  d rea m -  
scape in sp ired  by 
tr a v e l, o p u le n c e ,  
and g lam our w ith  
a touch o f  p la y fu l­
n ess.

T h e  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  b e g in s  w ith  
C h r is tm a s  tr e e s  
l in in g  th e  e x t e ­
rior e ntry  w ay and  
l e a d in g  in d o o r s  
to  a p o tte d  p in e  
fo r e s t  • a ll  c o n ­
s c io u s ly  l it  w ith  
c c o - fr ie n d ly  can-  
dlcs  or  LFD  sir ing  
lig h ts .

T he lob b y , So -  
cra ie 's  custom ary  
d o m a in , w i l l  be 
il lu m in a te d  by  a 
c a s c a d e  o f  5 0 0  
c r y s ta l p e n d a n ts  to  be 
d r a p e d  from  th e  c e i l ­
in g . c a stin g  its  in fin ite  
r e f lec t io n  on the su rface  
o f  a m irror-topp ed c e n ­
tral table .

T h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
p in e s , d e c ora ted  in go ld

H o lid a y  d in in g  
T r ip le  M i c  h c  I i n • 

s t a r r e d  F p i c u r e  an d  
o n e  M ic h e l i n - s t a r r e d  
114 Faubourg h ave  a n ­
nou nced  their  r esp ec tive  
m e n u s  fo r  C h r is t m a s  
and N ew  Y ear’s E ve d in ­
n e r s .  w h ic h  w i l l  ta k e  
d in e r s  on an e x q u is it e  
g a s t r o n o m ic  j o u r n e y .  
A t E p icu re , th e  s e v e n -  
c o u r s e  m en u  f e a t u r e s  
w ild  tu ib ot and B rcssc

D a n tec  and  h is  team  a 
s ix -c o u r se  m enu around  
p a s tu r e -r a is e d  g u in e a  
fow l in  a ch estn u t crust 
fo r  C h r is tm a s  a n d , for  
N e w  Y ea r ’s ,  a s u c c u ­
lent y ou n g  p ig eo n  torte. 
E ach m enu w ill feature a 
u n iq ue and d c lic a tc  d e s ­
sert by Le B r isto l P aris’ 
pastry  team .

D ear  S a n ta .. .  
E very  g if t  g iv e r  w ill 

f in d  s o m e t h in g  
to  d e l ig h t  th e ir  
l o v e d  o n e s  at 
Le B r is to l P ar­
is . From  Spa Le 
B r i s t o l  b y  La 
P r a ir ie ,  th e r e 's  the beloved White Caviar 
S ig n a tu r e  trea t­
m ent or th e  B on - 
p o in t  T c n d rc ssc  
d u o  t r e a tm e n t  
for  th e  f a c e  or  
b ody • a re lax in g  
m om ent to share  
b e tw e en  parents 
and c h ild .

O ne can never  
g o  w ron g  w ith  a 
g if t  v ou ch er  for 
an e le g a n t  d in ­
ner at E p icure  or 
a c o z y  tea  tim e  
at C afe  A n to n ia . 
F o r  s m a l l  s u r ­
p r i s e s .  a v i s i t  
to L 'E picerie  du 
B r is to l w il l  r e ­
v e a l a t r o v e  o f  
d e lig h t fu l  tre a ­
s u r e s .  l ik e  th e  
s e a s o n a l  B u ch e  
dc N o e l by Head 
P astry  C h e f  P as­
c a l  H a i n i g u c .  
a v a i la b le  from  
D ec em b e r  20 th -  
26th .

T h e  G a b r ic la  H carst 
p o p -u p  b o u tiq u e  in the 
h o t e l  lo b b y  p r e s e n t s ,  
u n t i l  e a r l y  J a n u a r y
2 0 2 3 .  a cu r a te d  s e l e c ­
tion  from  the d e s ig n er ’s 
e p o n y m o u s  c o l le c t io n .  
( IA N  SU fe )
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Morocco at the 2022 FIFA WC: Six forces 
behind a history-making performance

D e sp ite  lo sin g  to d e fen d in g  ch am pion s France 
in the firial four, h istory  w as m ade by  M o ­
r o c c o  at the 2 0 2 2  m e n ’s fo o tb a ll  W orld  
C up in  Qatar. They becam e the first A fr ican  and 

first Arab team  to ad v a n ce  to  a se m i-f in a l at the 
tournam ent.

The A tla s  L ion s, en d o w e d  w ith  im p e cc a b le  o r ­
g a n isa tio n  and d e fe n s iv e  w il l ,  c r e a tiv e  m id f ic ld  
p a ss in g , sp ee d y  o f fe n c e  and the rou sin g  racket o f  
it s  fan s, broke the e lu s iv e  W orld C up g la s s  c e ilin g  
a g a in st P ortugal to fa ce  F rance.

T he sou n d  o f th e  M oroccan  fans w as a life b lo o d  
c o u r s in g  through the first W orld Cup to b e  sta g ed  
in  the A rab w orld. A s m a g ica l as 
M o ro c co 's  p rogress se em ed , one  
sh o u ld  not ig n o re  th e  fact that 
no team  had scored  aga in st them  
( sa v e  for  an ow n g oa l w h ile  d e ­
fe a t in g  C anad a) u n til F ran ce  
d id . T he team  stam ped its auth or­
ity  w ith  u n im a g in a b le  fla ir  and  
c o n tr o lle d  com p osure.

T h ere  a rc  s ix  n o ta b le  fo r c e s  
thot d rove th e ir s u c c c s s .

I .  T e a m  s p ir i t :  M o ro c co  d e m ­
on stra ted  the ultim ate  c o l le c t iv e  
team  sp ir it  to e lim in a te  h igh er  
ranked team s that boasted  a gener­
o u s  su pp ly  o f  star in d iv id u a l ta l­
ents B e lg iu m . Sp ain . P ortugal.
W hat M orocco  lacked  in  stardom  
w a s com p en sa ted  by sh eer  desire  
to w in and tech n ica l ap p lic a tio n  
by the w h o le  team .

T h eir  quarter-fina l g o a l,  c o m ­
in g  after  rep eated  d e fe n s iv e  p res­
s u r e . w a s  s c o ie d  in th e  4 2 n d  
m in u te . S o m e  good  to u c h e s  led  
to Yahya A ttia t A llah f ie ld in g  the 
b a ll, c o n tro ll in g  it and then se n d ­
in g  a c r o ss  in tc the b o x . T h ere.
Y o u ssc f  E n -N csyri seem ed  to r ise  forever  ab o v e  the  
ou tstre tch ed  hands o f t h e  tall P ortu guese  de fen d ers,  
to head it in from the cen tre . T h e flu id  p a ssin g  w as  
b eautifu l to w atch, le a v in g  Portugal b ew ild ered  and  
e l ic i t in g  pan dem oniu m  in  the stad iu m  that r ipp led  
around the w orld.

6 . L o c a l c o a c h in g :  M o r o c c o 's  
C ind ere lla  story at the 2022  World 
C up had a lo t  to do  w ith  c o a ch  
W alid  R e g r a g u i, w h o  in s ta l le d  
an e f f e c t iv e  d c fcn d -a n d -c o u n tcr  
s t y le  that non e o f  th e ir  o p p on en ts  

u n til F ran ce c a m e  c lo s e  to  
so lv in g .

R egragui in gen iou s ly  set up and 
steered  the team  to  the s e m i-fin a ls  
and . in the p r o c ess , c h a n ged  the  
fa ls e  narrative  that lo c a l A frican  
c o a c h e s  are not equal to th e  task  
o f  m asterm in d in g  team  su c c e s s  at 
th is  le v e l.  Indeed R eg ra g u i's  s id e  
sh o w e d  that an A frican  c oach  can  
c r e a tiv e ly  harness both the sk il ls  
and th e  w i l l s  o f  th e  p la y er s  to  
a c h ie v e  n a tion al glory .

T h eir  m atches fe lt  lik e  hom e gam es, w ith  the team 's  
su pp orters d om in atin g  in the stan d s. T h e  M oroccan  
fans ch e er ed  the team , jee re d  th e ir  op p o n e n ts  and 
r e le n t le s s ly  w ille d  on  the ir  h eroes.

A fter  the fin a l w h is t le  in  the q u arter-fin a l, the  
stad iu m  eru pted  a s  th ou sand s jum ped  up and d ow n , 
hu gg in g  and em b racing . With fans ac tin g  as the 12th 
player  for  M orocco , it w ou ld  not be a b ig  sh ock  i f  
the A tla s L io n s can  d ig  d eep  and m ount o n e  m ore  
u p set in  the bronze m ed al p la y o ff  aga in st C roatia. 
For M o ro c co , p la y in g  for  the third p la ce  is  h istor ic  
and they  have a lread y  op en ed  a new  ch apter  in  the

E yes on  th e  tr o p h y :  T he 2 0 2 2  W orld C up has b een  
characterised  by u n exp ected  u p sets and e x ce p tio n a l 
entertainm ent for fans. O n e o f  the g o a ls  o f  w orld  
foo tb a ll body F ifa is  to c o n tin u e  gro w in g  the gam e. 
M orocco 's  q u a lif ic a tio n  for a se m i-f in a l sp ot w a s  
a break th rou gh  in d e m o n s tr a t in g  that p arity  is  
em ergin g . T h ere  w as a b ig  portion  o f  the w o r ld ’s 
p op ulation  that w ou ld  h ave  eru pted  w ith jo y  and  
tears i f  team M orocco  had th e ir  nam e e n graved  on  
the trophy. M orocco  sh o w e d  that it 's  p o s s ib le  for 
an A frican team  to w in the W orld Cup in the near 
future. (T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

3 . D efen ce s  w in  c h a m p io n sh ip s :  U ntil the s e m i-f i­
na ls, M orocco  had rem ained  un beaten . In the round 
o f  16. they e lim in a ted  Spain on penalty kicks, w here  
their  go a lk ee p e r  Y assin e  B ou nou  m ade hu ge saves  
to propel them  to the qu arter-fina ls . T he e lim in a tion  
o f  P ortu gal, ju st  lik e  S p a in , cam e on the back  o f  a 
so lid  d e fen ce  that had c o n c ed ed  no goa ls .

It is  o f te n  sa id  that d e fe n c e s  w in ch am pion sh ips. 
If  th a t's  the c a se  then M orocco  has the q u a lif ic a ­
tio n s to com p ete  and w in  at the highes- le v e l .  But, 
aga in st F ran ce, they  c o u ld  not sum m on su ff ic ien t  
s e l f  b e l ie f  and en e rg y  to  h an dle  the on slaugh t for

m ost pa in fu l m anner, in o v e rtim e. In each o f  th ese  
c a se s ,  the A fr ican  team s lacked  th e  com p osure to  
se e  through the ir  lead s.

T h e  A lla s  L ion s d e fen d e d  w ith  a ll o f th e ir  hearts 
and then s c o r e d , p r e v e n tin g  an y  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  
ov e r t im e . E ven  in ju ries  and striker  W alid C hcd-  
dira b e in g  se n t o f f  a fter  a s e co n d  y e llo w  card did  
not d e s ta b il is e  the d e fe n s iv e  rhythm  o f  the team . 
Portu gal, in clu d in g  star  p layer  C’r istiaoo  R onald o , 
co u ld  not f in d  the e q u a liser . From  the b eg in n in g , 
th e  M o r o c c a n s  lo o k e d  d e te r m in e d  that h is to r y  
w ou ld  be m ade.

2 . D r iv en  by  h is to r y :  M otiva ted  by a d esire  to go  
past the qu arter-fin a l. M orocco  had to learn from  
h istory . The la st three A frican  s id e s  to reach W orld  
C up quarter- f in  s is  C am eroon  in 1 9 9 0 . S en ega l  
in  2 0 0 2  and Ghana in 2 0 1 0  - had g o n e  out in the

lo n g  stre tch es o f  t im e. T h eir  b a ll p o s se s s io n  had 
been  22%  aga in st Sp ain  and 23%  again st P ortu gal, 
w h ic h  sp ea k s to the ir  d e fe n s iv e  d is c ip lin e  and e f ­
fic ie n t  e x e c u t io n  at sc o r in g . T he low  p o s se ss io n  
p e rcen tages a lso  sh o w  that hav in g  p len ty  o f  ball 
p o s se s s io n  is  not a guarantee  for  v ic tory . H ow ever, 
tak in g  lead s a lso  a llo w s  the team  to narrow  sp aces, 
fo rc in g  the o p p o s it io n  to run m ore and then be  
hit on the c o u n te ra tta c k .

4 . F an s ar c  th e  12th p la y e r :  M orocco  found i t s e l f  
in the un ique p o s itio n  o f  carry in g  the dual h op es  
o f  th e  A rab reg ion  as w e ll as the A fr ican  con tin en t.

h istory  o f  th e  W orld Cup.

5. S ta r  p e r fo r m e rs:  D esp ite  the pressure  o f  bearing  
the burden o f  h istory , the A tla s L ion s d em onstrated  
that they  had the tec h n ica l and ta c t ic a l c a p ac ity  
to  c o p e . In deed , the team  w a s  s tea d y , org a n ised , 
se ren e , d e fe n s iv e ly  sou nd , c re a tiv e  in m id fie ld  and  
sm art and e ff ic ie n t  in a ttack . B ou n ou . A ch ra f  Ha- 
k im i. A zzcd in c  O u nah i. R om ain S a is s . S o fy a n  Am- 
rabat, E n-N csyri and Hakim  Z iyech  w ere M orocco 's  
stand oul p erform ers. H ow ever , an in ju ry to S a iss  
w as a big b lo w  to  the ir  h op es in  th e  se m i-f in a l.

H is tor ica lly . M orocco  has been  a tra ilb lazcr  at 
the W orld C up for  A fr ica  and w ere  

not fazed  by S p ain  and P ortu gal. 
T h e y  g a v e  a g o o d  a c c o u n t  o f  
th e m se lv e s  a g a in st F ran ce. Th is  
team  has ra ised  the c e ilin g  for A f ­
rican team s and sen d  out a n o t ic e  
to the rest o f  th e  w orld that they  
can  c o m p ete  w ith  the best.

‘Star - Gazing’
By Pt. Ajai Bhambi Sunday. DECEMBER 18,2022

Moon ytxtts Mercury on your sdar retun chart You wl hare neital safstac- 
uxv You wsii and desxes be Mtted God wfl UU at you wehes Yew 
rean wl be happy as mx. tove w d  prosperity and gremh n your ite You 
income w* increase A»«r art Satun w* grre ycu progress n you business 
and job You wll luwe ronetary gars. You meow loo wi ftse Government 
oSaats wl be happy Enemies ard cpponerts »« get deleaved When afcne. 
you wa doset analyse *00 w* aSo start a new partnershp in tusmess. You v>* 
also make pUrs lor liiure art sare money for you chittens caw and 
mamag? You wa M  tevod among you dosed ones Yew ptow »* be in 
knowledge matters.
Aries (March 21 - Apri 20)

You fcfc imI gel Med »th happress and bte You wl be wl 
placed n you job You mccrw »<i also increase. You vni to 
busy riycu Me: n your wrt art busy n youse* You wl also 
ertoyyoursea 1Ufy Ycu »*l rir ycur tusmessertcienly Ycuw* 
usd nev places You wa boa aI ycu er«er$es to complete your 
wk Nnr pftrs wl to pul m notcn You ropcrotxfy to IJPC more »tich you wi be aMe to manage wea You w■■ share 

C T  »crtSerful bc«sr<3 wth your partner/spouse Ycu wl have 
mufcal yir.raKn and Hang tor eadi other Pul as«3e yea e$> 
in you mxK otherwise yea deosfons can go »rong You ccuM 
be dre-acrtess at times, jjjj loos on ntft thngj in a simple 
and relaxed manner Hefo w* be tohcomrig ton every cor­
ner.

Tauue 21- May 51)
To do or not lotto You oodd to catena dtomma Bu the ire 
wa be n your tavcr. You wl be able to appV yaeet and take 
an appopnjee decision You win hare a good grip on your 

f  subject and oil do You wl atso get pieasue and happ- 
ness You bosses ml f*cr you. You wfl also enjoy wxdetlJ 

' P V  bondnj wth f t j  mate There wl be prcfe n ycur tusness 
*1 ** Ycc wi be sailed wih»fa! you do ResJiswiikiicw laser cn 

You wl also s«* cocp-er atcn d  your ctfeaĝ es You can step 
forward n the rtmtrn nf litfftng yair hnj form mOmk elennr. 
am a*tecos You wa also one doser to you retar.es You 
• i  ats« do ycur bes! to Stephen he reWons. You wll be 
graced in yew approach and behavior 

Gerr. tMay 22- June >1)
The hre is auspoois for you You wfl to Med wt> ropes ard 
des*e d do *el You Ml gat toppress ton yar spouse ard 

.  tanrdy wrrfoers. You Mends wi aso be wtn y«u. You wl also 
m J  try oU w  tirgs n ycur wwfcp«c<o$sicn You w* aSo ache»e 

J l # .  scretwg You «it £fco get the honor you desehe
TnsisrcrghttrTBtopi3yabg*s Ycu qn\ i M * * *  yx  
•tsh >nh you commuicsiion sfc*s You te rnxh aheaJ ot 
others »ecase d  you wen ard hard You wl la-* the 
supportand tô e of you bmty e*fers You wM ate tten to buy 
a new iwse or vetiiSe. You ct<prite you fcw table ard 
datf rcuane Your heath nfl be perlect.

Canoer. (June 22 - JJy 22)
The tme wi be o< mertal s&mactoei This is the ime b rake 
gains you wfl otchange ycur ihoû its and rtwr-jtion Your 
seniorsw* play an irportar.; rele in your progress. You wl ate) 
get respect art xcpcrt d  you coteagues Ycu be gwen a 
prest̂ ws posAcn n >«jr otgar«ac*i Ycu wl have money 
ganrq <bys. You also rave good heath. You wl be n ffe 

daeacn ot your goals. You ira earn W ct money. Seme 
person nay rebet agansi you an) agahst ycu rtcrests 
B.t you ml have no lams ard ndhng to worry abox You Mi 
emerge even more s*crvjer. You wl h*e o bee compewon in 
you tx&ness but I «« crty bring out best in you,

Leo: (Jtiy 23- August 23l
Thngs M um n he ngrt <trec*on ter you You hare gam 
h tusxessVwxic Your rrage wl g« enhanced You Mi get 

-  huge potts n your busvess. You atso ga a jco oler much 
to you surprise A pmx* vrfom you reel by chance »<i prove 
to be Ldcy tor you Your work wl gel done wh ease. Busress 
actvtes te going en as usua! You *■< share nondertt

*  t>ondr̂  your spouse'partner. Chtten wll Wen » )v .
You mi be UMrg your resfonsdtties for tamly very * «  You 
«ril grt in expense r»m to ycu male Students wfl keep dong 
•el Ycur friend's rtro t m a property naser ts 

Virgo (Augia 24- Sepifrber 22)
It wfl be a prognesswe You wl spend tt*s «reek in the bes 
way. Yx; wl spend lavtsĥ  and enjoy yewsetf •#>

-  . merbes. You wll aEo plan to go out of station for a finUed 
U r /  travel rp wh ycur brrfy New {tons wfl to envisaged You wi 

be imwg >>xr wcrk mti entuiasm and energy. You peers 
' and bases wl sufport you. Travets retaied to »orlc wl be

successlU The eortaets an} netaKns »th dHerert persons wfl 
cpen doors to success. You •< haw ic td o t  ccrtosnce. You 
wl be happy »» your ach«es'ements Ycu wll be cercemod 
about ycu chttcn. parents and olher foraty mertors This 
shows he Mnd hearted soe d  yous. You wl man̂ e he thngs 
well.

Ltra (Sepwmber 23- October 23)
R o a tavor£We bme per&j The resues wf«ch you M were 
tafcng a long Ine to come «i8 te forthoomng now Youw* value 
relatonshp in He and reabe their sxjrric2nc3. You »t be busy 
wih dBerent atMx& rê ed to busness anI home An irtluerv 
oal person »hcm you meet aXda suJden wl epen the doors d 
pogress tor you You wfl be cpen mrd«) and nexfcie in you 
approach You wll rescue sere tamly drterences ycur 
stings There wl be a cfarge °f heart irom both sides You wa 
show rteresf in poMO art sooai oefere. You wi get mere 
cpportinfles to grow n you busress /job. Ewrycno wi ad­
mire your »ork. T̂ «e wd be ut^ and kwein the tamly. You 
lunors art coSeagues wl cooperate wth iou.

Scorpo: (October 24 • Nwertor 22)
R all be a peaeefu week You w* do more raid work and bbour 
m you career .business Ycu contacts w« be wih promnent 
peotfe. YcuiwHmaVe test use d  them h w  process, ycu stand 

u  to gan a w and hey ■« prove to ya You re«i to a>* 
care ol ycu heath You »il p<an to g» on a travel desVuton 

X  wth ycur tamly and take a atb treak fxn  wrt Ycc wil bargan 
- /  I  Ihw a pesceni d  sfrengh n ycur busoess and wU ufce nghi 

deosjom There w* be an imprwer̂ ni m ynu tusmess graftj- 
a9y You wl tate part in sooal meetrrgs You wll trrferttand the 
sercmens and feeing ol you partner »el and •< adr.fe each 
crher Ycu wl try to meet expeetatiens d your elders art 
stolings

Sagttanus:( Nwtr-t«r 23 • December 25
R wl be a successfii woefc lor ycu Ycu rexutcn and naoe 
wll get enhanced Your eamngs ŵ l be jood and you wfl 
defeat your nvafc also. You wtl get success m you woMvs> 
ness. You wl also fmsh sore impcrtant wo* î eWy You wll 
h*« a esrversaon wtfi peep* co a vanê o< ssues You wd 
get gxto rexms t,em n.«s*merts rade by you You »il te »wih 
you tamly. You spousepartner wll keep cr msprmg you. You 
w< afeo *  seme oeahe wodt You •*> h»e re cater to (to 
wo* ê certiy You wll thrlt abcul he prosoerity d  the famrfy 
Business cemtons wa te favorable.

Capricorn: lOecember 22- January 2D)
You wl be a lot more tappy now ttan ever Posffrty wll te m 
ever you You oil hae twfx gans in ycu tx/aness You 
soNe vexed issues af your wcrkptace. You w<i fr t  youseK 
surrouOed by nany dhcUCes Ba you wl jRmately come ou 
as winner There wi be a ptaoefii ard cottel urosphere n 

V P V  t>̂ ness and on the fome Irort Tale care ot you det You 
M  T) need to drke your \«hOe careMy. A pun ytu lave m the rrwd 

codd be m jeopa.̂  i  ycu do rd apply ycvscfl we# Oont get 
deoerred try someone rto buying an expensve item wtich may 
teoooeuselerytu. Bui you w« be deified to mee< some oa 
fttorto ol ycus m a chance encounter 

(January 21- February 18)
The ure wa be tot gars and proto. You wll hae ccnacts 
wth new people to ycur work You wl *so te M  ot se* 
corfxtenoe. You •« ateo be aae to achieve wftat toe*s r-pos- 

•  st*? You w* *ant to Irish you «crk on your cwn cr the 
m b  help of you cc*a(*es Even they wl suppol you li«y You wi

• have he calber d to*) work ard ml see p«ple sh)wrg keen 
^  interest h you «3eas ard wcrt. Relatons «th you He parher

wl be sweter You w* ggt slong wei wth hr.her. You couM 
also get invited to a retatWs fijnaxn and wi be welcomes 
warmly by ore and at You wll do shcpprg and wl reta w* 
you larJy members

Paces: (Pebrwry 19 • March 20)
Some new plans ■“! be taking shape r  your wnd wfieh you w* 
wan to Insh oil st he eartesi You wvi be<r te pressue ot you 
wede toa3 well There wfl be new cppcrtnews to make progress 
n your jctobusness Ycur oppcnerts »y to push you »i the 

. w comer tu* nil to uratte to <to so. You wii nale lot d money You 
wl he<) some oW retakes or Inends You wll also welcome 
guests ai your hore There wll te exceknt and auspenxs 
ne«»s Irom somewhere. Your adorers «d s/rouid you I you 
own a house, you w* pfen to rencnase < There are chaws d 
geeng a touse. fiat ot land. You pertynance in rtwvew/ 
exams wi be gxrf You wll host a party to frienis and lar-rfy

Stay safe from cyber frauds 
during year-end sales

T he y ear-en d  is  ju s t  around the  corn er, and 
w ith that, c o m e s the p lethora o f  sa le s  from  
fa sh ion  h o u se s and c -com m crcc  w eb s ite s  try­

in g  to m ake our h o lid ay  season  ready. T he year-en d  
c lea r a n c e  sa le s  and d isc o u n ts  and cu sto m e rs  lo o k ­
in g  to in d u lge  in  som e retail therapy g iv e  scam m ers 
am p le  a v e n u e s  to carry out (he ir  frau du len t a c t iv i­
t ie s . Here are f iv e  t ip s  from  T ruccallcr  on h ow  to 
sta y  pro tec ted  again st f in a n c ia l fraud du ring  the 
y ear-en d  sa le s :

Be v ig i la n t  a b o u t su s p ic io u s  lo g in s , m essa g e s  
M ost sh o p p in g  and  e -c o m m e r c e  w e b s ite s  ask  

th e ir  u ser s  to c re a te  an a c co u n t  to  a c c e s s  th e ir  
c o lle c t io n  or  p la ce  orders. W hen c re a tin g  an a c ­
co u n t . users have  to  p rovid e  an e -m a il ad d ress  or 
a ph one num ber on w h ic h  they r ec e iv e  u p dates on 
the la tes t o f fe r s , the orders th ey  have p la ce d , and  
e x c it in g  d e a ls  they  can  a v a il o f .  T h ese  m od es o f  
com m u n ic a tio n  can be in cr ed ib ly  u se fu l for  users  
to track the ord ers b e in g  p la ce d , a s  w ell a s  their  
lo g in  a c tiv ity . Very o fte n , scam m ers can  
g e t  a c c e s s  to a ccou n t in form ation ,  
lo g  in to  user  a ccou n ts, and place  
ordore U6ing the stored  p a y ­
m ent op tion s. B ein g  v ig ilan t  
about su sp ic iou s lo g in s  and 
order m essa g e s  a llo w s  u s ­
e rs  to be in form ed  w hen  
th ere  is  s u sp ic io u s  a c t iv ­
ity . or  w h en  th ere  is  an 
order that they  h ave  not  
p la c e d , w h ic h  c a n  th en  
b e  im m e d ia te ly  rep o rted  
to the support team  o f  that 
particular w eb site  or to a loca l 
p o l ic e  a u th ority  i f  a m on etary  
tran saction  has b een  carried  out.

O n ly  b r o w se  s e c u r e  and  
a u th o r is e d  w e b s ite s  

O n e o f  the m ost com m on  ta c t ic s  b e in g  u sed  by 
scam m ers to stea l in fo r m a tio n  is  by p r o v id in g  a 
lin k  to a w eb s ite  that lo o k s  s im ila r  to a secu re  and 
a u th orised  w eb s ite , w ith  s lig h t m o d if ic a tio n s  that 
arc u n n o tic ca b lc  at firs t  g la n c e . For e x a m p le , a 
scam m er  m ay send  an em ail to a person  c o n ta in ­
in g  the lo g o  and lin k  o f  a c o m m o n ly  used w eb s ite  
about an order they  have p laced  or a b ill that is 
du e. H ow ever, upon in sp e ct io n , on e  w ill  e a s ily  be  
ab le  to n o t ic e  that the w eb s ite  U R Ls o fte n  h ave  an 
ad d ition a l le tte r  or  e x te n s io n  in  them , to m im ic  a 
look  o f  a com m on  w e b s ite . W hen a user  c l ic k s  the  
lin k , they  arc o fte n  d ire cted  to  i lle g a l or p h ish in g  
w eb site s  that ask for paym ent or p ersonal in form a­
t io n . w h ich  is  then m isu sed  by the scam m ers. The 
e a s ie s t  w ay  to n o te  w h eth er  a w eb s ite  is  secu re  is 
by  lo o k in g  at the U R L. A uthor ized  w e b s ite s  w ill 
u su a lly  have a lo g o  be fore  the 'H T T P S’ and w ill 
h ave  th e  ex a ct nam e or  e x te n s io n  that the w eb site  
is  kn ow n for.

N ev e r  sh a r e  O T P s w ith  o th e r s
To c o u b a t  scam m ers from  u s in g  the  paym ent  

in form ation  o f  o th e rs, ban ks a ll o v er  India have  
in itia te d  a tw o -fa c to r  a u th en tic a tio n  m o d e l. W h ile  
th is  has help ed com b at sca m s and m isu se  o f  f in a n ­
c ia l in form ation  to a cer ta in  e x te n t , it can s t ill  be  
e x p lo ited  i f  a user shares their OTP w ith  others. It is 
in cred ib ly  im portant to n ever  share your O n e-tim e  
p assw ord  w ith  a n yon e  and o n ly  u se  it i f  y o u  are in 
the p rocess o f  p la c in g  an order, and on a tru sted  
w eb site  or app . I f  you  h ave  r ec e iv e d  an OTP that 
you  haven't in itia ted , it is im portant to ch a n g e  your  
a c co u n t  p a ssw o rd s  im m ed ia te ly  and n o t ify  your  
bank about th is  un au th orised  tran saction . It is  a lso  
a com m on p o lic y  for e m p lo y e e s  o f  an c -c o m m cr cc  
w eb site  to n ever  ask for O T P s from  c u sto m e rs , and  
rep resen ta tives a sk in g  for an OTP sh o u ld  a lw a y s  
be v iew ed  a s  a red fla g  and reported .

D o n 't  save  y o u r  p a y m e n t d e ta i ls  on  w e b s ite s  
W h ile  y o u  m ay tru st cer ta in  c o m m o n ly  used  

w eb site s  or p la tform s, it is  a lw a y s  ad­
v ise d  to  n ever  sa v e  you r  paym ent  

d e ta ils , e v en  i f  y o u  p lan to  pur­
ch a se  prod u cts from  them  in 

th e  fu ture. T h is  is  b c c a u sc  
i f  a s ite  is  c o m p rom ised  in 
an y  w ay, sa v e d  card s and  
paym ent in form ation  can  
e a s i ly  b e  e x p lo it e d  and  
a c c e s se d  b y  th ose  try in g  
to  g a in  a c c e s s  to  m a ss  

in form ation . It is  a lso  im ­
portant to no te  that w hen  

y o u  sa v e  in fo r m a tio n  on a 
p a r t icu la r  w e b s it e ,  th ey  are  

a lso  stored  in  your b row ser  data  
on  you r  com p u ter  or p h on e , and in 

th e  even t that th ose  are c om p rom ised , 
a scam m ;r  or a hackcr can e a s i ly  ge t a c c e s s  to th is  
in form ation .

O n ly  p ick  up  c a l ls  from  v e r if ie d  b u s in e s s e s  
Phone sc a m s have b een  som e o f  th e  m ost c o m ­

mon tactic s  that scam m ers o fte n  em p lo y  becau se  
o f  the lack o f  se cu r ity  sy ste m s w ith  regard to t e l ­
ep h on ic  c o n v e rsa t io n s . C om m u n ica tion  p latform s  
lik e  T ruccallcr  can be a h e lp fu l to o ls  in id en tify in g  
c a lls  from v e r if ie d  b u s in e s s e s  and ra isin g  an alarm  
abou t scam  c a lls .  It is  a lso  im portant to m ake sure  
that you  do not p ick  up c a l ls  from  fore ign  r e g is ­
tered  n u n b ers or  s u sp ic io u s -lo o k in g  num bers lik e  
the on e s that start w ith  d ig it s  o ther  than 8 or  9 . In 
c a s e , for  so m e  in sta n ce , you  do  pick up a c a ll from  
th is , make su re  that you  stay  v ig ila n t , don 't share  
OTP. or  fo llo w  su sp ic io u s  in str u c tio n s  b e in g  to ld  
from  the o ther  s id e . I f  you  do  n o t ic e  any su sp ic io u s  
behavior  from  a ca ller , it is im portant to report them  
so  that proper a c tion  can be taken aga in st them  and 
to  s a v e  others from  fa llin g  from  s im ila r  scam s in 
the future. ( lA N S I i fe )
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“The one exclusive sign o f  thorough 
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T h e S h illo n g  T im es
Vol No:l.\V \o. 127 SIIII.LON<;. MONDAY. DKCKMBKR 19.2022

Left only in name
TH E Left in India is in an existential crisis. 
Globally, the Left is identified with the cause o f  
the underlings, the socially weak, the poor. Here, 
it is represented mainly by the two Communist 
parties -  the CPI and the CPI-M -  apart from 
the CPI-M L and other Maoist outfits as also a 
host o f  name-sakc parties. The two Communist 
parties have shared power in Bengal, Tripura and 
Kerala, the last o f  which is the only live red outfit 
today. Elsewhere, the Left is withering away as 
their leadership fails to inspire.

The CPI-M and the CPI make their presence 
felt not by action but by media circuses. The 
leadership o f the two parties think and speak 
in English, the language o f  the elite. They arc 
not comfortable with Hindi. Worse, they have 
hardly been taking up the causes o f  the poor, 
other than organising the working classes, col­
lecting annual levies and “minting” money. The 
CPI-M 's CITU has a stated membership o f 60 
lakh; and the cvy it collects each year apart from 
a  host o f  other collections is mind-boggling. 
Curiously, they “ light” these days mainly for 
m ore benefits to the governm ent employees, 
bank executives and the like, exposing their 
ideological bankruptcy and degeneration. Even 
as the tw o Communist parties arc politically at 
a  dead end, they are “well-endowed” . This is 
m aking serious political pursuits a m atter o f  
only secondary im portance to them. Reason 
why they arc “ fighting” with NOTA o r Invalid 
Votes to gain the upper hand, as was evident 
also in the present round o f  polls in Gujarat. 
Himachal Pradesh and Delhi MCD. The only 
exception is Kerala, where the party is still in 
good form, though perceptions are that C hief 
M inister Pircrayi Vijayan will, by his question­
able styles, lay out another burial ground for the 
Communists.

For success in politics, sincerity to a cause 
is important. People arc not fools. They catch 
on what interests them. Point to ponder: why, 
not even Muslims vote for the CPI-M even as 
it advocates their causes. Empty slogans or 
m outhing ideology from AC room s will not 
take a party forward. Worse, when a bunch o f  
leaders with no mass contact rely entirely on the 
media to hold forth and prove their presence, 
the party is set on the road to extinction. The 
West Bengal and Tripura drubbings did not help 
the CPIM leadership wake up. Its leaders fool­
ishly pose themselves as movers and shakers. 
Flushed with money, the party holds its central 
committce/politburo meetings in the national 
capital frequently; its leaders flying down in 
style from state capitals at the drop o f  a hat. For 
what, many wonder.

Transparency and Bureaucratic 
Tendency to Hide Everything

The past two weeks have 
been a complete pig's break­
fast as far as the reputa­
tion o f  the Administration is 
conccmcd. The accusations 
made by the TMC (and to 
a lesser extent the BJP and 
UDP) against Vijay Kumar 
IAS has made for scintillat­
ing public drama. If I am 
being frank though. I find 
it surprising that the NPP 
government has not dug up 
anything on Mukul Sangma 
and his glory days as Chief 
Minister. After all. it is not 
like his rule was roses and 
rainbows either. Instead, they 
have been drawn into the trap 
and haw  gone after Gokhale 

a strategically placed troll. I 
think their consultants are not 
very good. They should be 
fired for such basic mistakes 
or told to rc-rcad their Art o f  
War or Arthashastra.

In this never-ending back- 
and- forth, the Administration 
came out with a countcr clari­
fication o f  its own. Which 
attempted to clear up what 
happened to the 632 crore 
and why Vijay Kumar IAS 
w as not to be blamed for/ 
implicated in any wrongdo­
ing. To be honest, the clarifi­
cation was not very clcar. It 
did not really do what it was 
intended to do. As someone 
had correctly pointed out -  let 
the facts and figures come out 
into the public domain and 
let an audit be undertaken. 
This would have been the 
best clarification. But this is 
the Government o f  Megha­
laya we arc talking about. 
They cannot and will never 
be transparent. Why should 
they be? Transparency will 
mean die people might want a 
share o f  power and privilege 
and that is not good for those 
ruling this state. Really, all 
this m ess could have been 
avoided i f  they had simply 
been open and transparent. 
But this dream for transpar­
ency is a long pending one 
and it has been kept away by 
a few professional obstruc­
tionists. For to control people 
is not very cosy and require;;
a lot o f  usage o f  complicated 
language and verbal 'sleight- 
of-hand’. Long and unneces­
sary trails o f  paperwork buf­
fet this grand illusion. And 
hiding behind agencies and 
extra-governmental bodies 
serves no real purpose but to 
make secret that which need 
not be secret.

How ever, the political 
turmoil which Sakct has cre­
ated is a bit o f  a distraction 
from the real issue at hand. 
Wc arc now obsessed with 
a single IAS officer but wc 
have not talked about the 
system which he is a part of. 
To do that would be anath-

By Avner Pariat
cma and not a single soul has in the first place. Officials
so far offered a solution to in the governm ent enjoy
the problem o f "obstruction clarifying things but can they
through abstraction" which JUSTIFY their actions. Can
is what modem bureaucracy w e JUSTIFY for instance

In this never-ending back-and-forth, the 
Administration came out with a counter 

clarification o f its  own. Which 
attempted to clear up what happened to 
the 632 crore and why Vijay Kumar IAS 
was not to be blamed for/implicated in  

any wrongdoing. To be honest, the 
clarification was not very clear. It did 

not really do what i t  was intended to do. 
As someone had correctly pointed out 

-  let the facts and figures come out into 
the public domain and let an audit be 

undertaken.

seems to be all about. In spite 
o f  the tremendous strides wc 
have made in technology, and 
the latent democratic poten­
tial ofdigital communication, 
in Meghalaya it would seem, 
these wonderful tools are o f  
no use. Many bureaucrats 
talk about “open economy," 
and "opening up Meghalaya" 
but in reality, people are left

the following ha filing moves 
which they have initiated?

• Why drop medicines via 
expensive drones when we 
could and should be con­
necting the farthest villages 
o f  M eghalaya via proper 
roads?

• Why should wc go  for 
v id eo -con su lta tion s w ith  
doctors when we could and

However, the po lit ica l tu rm o il which  
Saket has created is a b it o f  a 

distraction from  the real issue at 
hand. VVe are now  obsessed w ith  a 
sing le IAS officer bu t we have not 

ta lked about the system  w hich he is 
a part of. To do that wou ld  be 

anathema and no t a sing le soul has 
so far offered a so lu tion  to the 

problem o f  "obs truction  through  
abstraction”  w hich is what modern  
bureaucracy seems to  be a ll about.

in the dark and nothing o f  
any real importance is ever 
shared w ith the com m on  
person. Proclamations arc 
made from the highest level 
and we -  lowly groveller* and 
slime caters - must simply 
obey and never question why 
something nc<ds to be done

should be promoting their 
physical scrv ices at CMC and 
PHC level?

• What is  M yMcG and 
how is it financed? Why has 
it taken over responsibility as 
a propaganda unit o f  the rul­
ing NPP party by plastering 
Conrad Sangma "s face over

every single thing done by 
any and all departments?

• Why is The Meghalayan 
Age now calling for tenders 
to create a master plan for 
an adm in istrative c ity  in 
the New Shillong Township  
(N ST) when it should be 
the job o f  the PWD. Urban 
Affaire or Municipal depart­
ments?

■ Why is the State Sports 
Council calling for tenders 
to create Centres for Excel­
lence for horticultural llo- 
ricultural products when it 
should be carried out by the 
Directorate o f  Agriculture?

Can our doubts be clari­
f ied  aw ay  w ith a s in g le  
proclamation? And even if  
they do so. can our masters 
JUSTIFY that these arc all 
essential expenditures and' 
or ac tion s?  Som e w ithin  
the higher sections o f  the 
government do not want us 
to ever know how they use 
OUR MON L Y. Tor to gi\ c tip 
that financial power would be 
to give up that control which 
extends itself over our very 
lives. At the risk o f  sounding 
like a Fricdmanitc. I have 
to admit that releasing Me­
ghalaya from this excessive 
Bureaucratic Control must 
be an immediate non-partisan 
election issue. As politically 
conscious citizens, wc must 
continue to strive in this dark, 
to remove the obstructions 
before us.

Anyone who follows H ie  
Shillong Times closely will 
see that I have been writing 
about the issue o f  transpar­
ency for a while now  and 
that is because I am very 
concerned about it. This is 
why in my own election cam­
paign I have made one big 
promise and that is to always 
hold regular public meetings 
every 3 months within the 
constituency. Our team has 
christened them Constituency 
Clinics -  because just as wc 
need clinics to check-up on 
the health o f  the people, wc 
also need “clinics" to check 
up on the constituency a ■> 
well. During these meetings, 
wc will present report cards 
to the public about what wc 
have been doing for them 
and their families. They will 
be simple and uncomplicated 
because we don't want tohidc 
anything from anyone.

Wc -  the public -  must 
confront the grim reality dial 
Administration has always 
been a redoubt o f  a few powcr- 
brukcrs who will fight -  tooth 
and nail -  to maintain the status 
quo. But like the oki Bastille, 
wc must storm it eventually if 
wc arc to realise our cherished 
dream for a democratic, free 
and just society.

In d ia 's  m athem atical 
p row ess mesm erized 
Laplace, E instein ...

Editor,
Indians have been pio­

neers in many fields, espe­
cially when: it involves grey 
matter. Mathcrratics is no 
different. India's love affair 
with mathematics is millen­
nia old and forms the very 
foundation o f  many scien­
tific inventions and discover­
ies. These prouci facts were 
passionately acknowledged 
and eulogized by great think­
ers like Francois Voltaire and 
Pierre-Simon Laplace about 
three hundred years ago.

Yes, precision and cal­
culation go  hand in hand 
in India. N o language is 
more precise than Sanskrit in 
expressing anything imagin­
able without ambiguity. After 
realizing the depth o f  Indian 
treatises, a top American 
philosopher William Janies 
exclaimed. "From the Vcdas, 
w c lcam the practical art o f  
surgery, medicine, music, 
house building under which 
mechanized art is included. 
They are an cncyclopcdia o f  
every aspect o f  Sfc. culture, 
religion, scicncc. ethics, law. 
cosmology and meteorology, 
culture, religion, scicncc. 
ethics, law, cosmology and 
meteorology."

W e ll, m a th em a tica l  
discoveries were made on 
Indian so il thousands o f  
years before the Europeans 
found their so-called break­

throughs. Even after real­
izing that Indians had long 
made many mathematical 
discoveries, they continued 
to conveniently ignore these 
facts and used the Roman 
numeral system, which was 
incessantly critic ized for 
being inherently clum sy. 
A l-K hw ariznii. a Persian 
polymath o f  the 8th Century 
and Leonardo Bonacci. an 
Italian mathematical genius 
o f  the 12th Century, arc some 
o f  the important persons who 
struggled hard to introduce 
the Indian system o f  numbers 
in European countries.

India's zero has the power 
to turn a pauper into a prince 
and vice  versa. The buck 
doesn't stop there. The an­
cient Indian saints also made 
significant contributions to 
algebra, trigonometry, a l­
gorithm. negative numbers, 
square root and cube root, to 
name a few.

In the fam ou s b ook . 
The Universal History o f  
Numbers’, eminent French 
historian o f  m athem atics 
Georges Ifrah says just that. 
"A thousand years ahead o f  
Europeans. Indian savants 
knew that the ZERO and the 
INFINITY were mutually 
inverse notions," Lancelot 
Thomas llogbcn , a British 
medical statistician and zo ­
ologist, seconded Ifrah. "In 
the whole history o f  Math­
ematics, there has been no 
more REVOLUTIONARY  
step than the one which the 
Indians made when they 
invented the sign 0  for the

empty column o f  the count­
ing frame," said Hogbcn.

Leading American h is­
torian and author Stanley  
Wolpcrt praises the math­
ematical prowess o f  India: 
"Zero, this modest and most 
valuable o f  all numerals, 
is one o f  the subtle gifts o f  
India to mankind. Our deci­
mal system, place notation, 
numbers I through 9. and the 
ubiquitous 0 , arc all major 
Indian contributions to world 
scicncc. Without them, our 
modem world o f  computer 
sc ien ce s , carth-launched  
satellites, microchips, and 
artificial intelligence would  
have been impossible." He 
couldn't have worded it more 
precisely.

Indian saints were inge­
nious. and their contribu­
tion to mathematics remains 
unparalleled. The greatest 
French m athem atician o f  
all tim e. Pierre Simon dc 
Laplace, was all praise for 
Indian sages. "It is India that 
gave us the ingenious method 
o f  expressing all numbers by 
ten symbols, each receiving 
a value o f  position as well as 
an absolute value, a profound 
and important idea which 
appears so  simple to us that 
we ignore its true merit. The 
idea cscapcd the genius o f  
Arehintcdcs and Apollonius." 
states Laplace.

The ancient seers pro­
posed theories and number 
systems that laid the founda­
tion o f  mathematics o f  mod­
em times. In the book. Surya 
Siddhanta, written way back

in the 5th Century, systems 
o f  trigonometry and theorems 
were explained which were 
unknown to Europeans till 
two centuries atcr.

M any westerners have 
critically acclaimcd Indian 
mathematicians w hile doubt­
ing their own. French philos­
opher Francois Voltaire oncc 
proclaimed, "Ii is very impor­
tant to note that sonic 2.S00 
years ago, Pythagoras went 
from Sanios to the Ganges to 
lcam geometry. But he w ould 
certainly not have undertaken 
such a strange journey had the 
reputation o f  the Brahmins' 
scicncc not been long estab­
lished in Europe.” Another 
German scholar, Leopold 
von Schrocdcr. remarked, 
"Nearly all the philosophical 
and niathcmaiical doctrines 
attributed to Pythagoras are 
derived front India."

India has established its 
prowess in Ma Jicmatics from 
time immemorial. It has not 
only inspired '.veslcmere but 
also left an inedible impres­
sion on their minds.

N ow  finally, let's hear 
directly  from the horse's 
mouth -  Albert Einstein: 
"Wc ow e a lot to the Indians, 
who taught us how to count, 
without whichno worthwhile 
scientific discoveries could 
have been made." Hope these 
great words o f great Minds 
zero out our doubt against 
the intcllcctu.il strength o f  
our ancestors.

Yours truly.
Salil Gewali.

Shillong

Voters respect 
the manifesto

Editor.
M a llik a rju n  K hadgc  

passed the first litmus test 
by help ing C ongress win 
the assem bly e lections in 
H im achal Pradesh which 
has a tradition o f  changing 
governments after every five 
years. W hatever guaran­
tees the Congress party had 
promised to the voters paid 
rich dividends. Let's take 
two guarantees -  the first is 
implementation o f  old pen­
sion scheme and sccond is 
payment o f  rupees 1500 to 
every female above eighteen 
years. The Congress is in 
pow er in two states Rajasthan 
and Chhattisgarh and in both 
states old pension schcmc is 
implemented and the vot­
ers positively responded to 
this guarantee. The sccond 
point o f  payment to females 
proved fruitful. It is interest­
ing to note that Mallikarjun 
Khadgc today declared that 
the same ten guarantees will 
be implemented in Karnataka 
assem bly e lections which 
will be held in May 2023. 
The Bharat Jodo Yatra passed 
through many parts o f  Kar­
nataka and the results o f  the 
assembly elections will prove 
whether the Yatra made any 
impact.

The BJP is treating all 
the above as freebies yet the 
party has to take such issues 
seriou sly  otherw ise, they 
can prove costly for the BJP. 
N ow  take the performance

o f  Anurag Thakur where  
all the scats in Haniirpur 
were captured by Congress! 
A lso , the BJP president  
could not win in his own 
State. As per media reports 
there arc chances o f  their 
position being downgraded. 
The sam e is happening in 
Delhi too where sitting MPs 
performed badly. Voters o f  
D elhi punished the BJP for 
not clean ing  the landfills 
in the past several years. 
Two other results had left 
the ir  n a tion al im prin ts;  
one is the result o f  Bihar 
assem bly where JDU lost 
the scat w hich is  a clcar  
signal to the party that vot­
ers do not like the frequent 
change in alignm ent. The 
sccond exam ple is  o f  the 
R am pur e le c t io n  w hich  
had more than fifty pcrccnt 
minority votes but the BJP 
won the scat with a comfort­
able margin. This makes it 
abundantly clcar that voters 
now want development and 
nothing else. On the basis 
o f  what is stated above wc 
can say that a common voter 
docs respect the manifesto'1 
guarantccsappcals o f  politi­
cal parties i f  it is  in the larger 
interest o f  the common man.

Yours etc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have 
the full name, address and 

contact number o< the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite 

details will be published.

Should Parliam ent 
codify basic 

structure doctrine?
By Manish Tewari

The recent stand-off be­
tween the judiciary and the 
executive on judicial appoint­
ments and ihc law minister’s 
public advice to the Supreme 
Court not to hear bail matters 
and frivolous public interest 
litigations arc issu es that 
go to the very heart o f  our 
constitutional jurisprudence. 
Perhaps the law minister has 
not heard *bout the golden 
triangle o f  rights. Articles 14.
19 and 21 trutt lie at the heart 
o f  the Indian Constitution 
and very much constitutes 
its soul.

Perhaps the minister has 
not read Justice Krishna 
A iy c r ’s ground breaking  
dictum tint bail should be 
the rule and jail the excep­
tion. I lowcvcr this stand-off 
raises some more portentous 
questions, be first and fore­
most being the very longev­
ity  o f  the basic structure 
doctrine thit hangs by a 7-6 
slender nujority in the Rc: 
Kcsavananda Bharati matter 
whereby the Supreme Court 
o f  India held that certain 
parts o f  the Constitution lay 
beyond theamending powers 
o f  Parliament.

How transcendental is  
the basic siructure doctrinc? 
Could it be that one day wc 
find ourselves without the ba­
sic strticturc. leaving the door 
open for a super-majority 
in Parliament to amend the 
Constitution as it wishes? It 
is trite to jay that the basic 
structure doctrinc is a judgc- 
niadc one.

Although Kcsavananda v. 
State o f  Kerala (1973) SCR 
Supp I is ihought to be its 
originator, it was in Golak 
N ath v. State o f  Punjab 
AIR 1967 SC 1643 where 
its seeds were planted. In 
Golak Na h, the Supreme 
Court held that fundamental 
rights in the Constitutions 
were o f  a '‘transcendental" 
character and. therefore, 
could not be amended away. 
Then in Kcsavananda, the 
majority held inter alia that 
"the power to amend docs 
not include the pow er to 
alter the basic structure or 
framework o f  the C onsti­
tution so  as to changc its 
identity".

Simply stated, the basic 
structure doctrinc posits that 
any constitutional amend­
ment passed by a legislature 
C3n be voided i f  it infringes 
certain b:.sic features o f  
the Constitution. What arc 
these basic features? Justicc 
Sikri in Kesavananda char­
acterised the follow ing as 
basic features: supremacy 
o f  the Corstitution, repub­
lican and cicniocratic forms 
o f  govern m en t, secu lar  
charactcr o f  the republic, 
separation o f  powers, and 
federalism.

In esscncc, what the ba­
sic structure doctrinc docs 
is provide a bulwark against 
the destruction o f  those 
features of the Constitution 
which provide its identity. 
Indeed, these features un- 
dcrgirdcd the framers' work 
w hile drafting its various 
provisions It is natural then 
that these features ought to 
continue till the tim e the 
Constitution remains. It is 
the promise on which the 
functioning o f  our polity  
rests. Anc as long as the  
Constitution canrics on, the 
polity w ill endure.

The 'eternity lim its' o f  
the kind explicated by the 
basic struciurc doctrine arc. 
therefore, critical in ensuring 
the continuity o f  the original 
Constitution. Justicc Khanna 
wrote thu>: "If the Basic 
Structure is retained, the old 
Constitution would be con­
sidered to be continuing even 
though other provisions have 
undergone change."

Such implicit unamend- 
ability furthers the rule o f  
law. The concept o f  uncon­
stitutional constitutional 
amendments —  the notion 
that courts can invalidate an 
amendment even though it 
was duly passed the leg is­
lature by in  overwhelming 
majority or even near unani­
mously as in the case o f  the 
Constitution amendment cre­

ating the National Judicial 
Appointments Commission 
(NJAC) —  is a corollary o f  
the constituent power which 
gave birth to the Constitu­
tion.

There, however, arc ar­
guments against the basic 
structure doctrine. These 
v o ic es arc becom in g in ­
creasingly  strident. Em­
boldened perhaps by how  
the United States Supreme 
Court overruled Roc v. Wailc 
410 US 113 (1973) in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women's Health 
19-1392, 597 U.S. (2022), 
critics o f  the basic structure 
doctrinc would hope that one 
day Kcsavananda will be re­
viewed and the doctrinc dis­
carded. First, it is  important 
to underscore the context 
o f  the abortion decisions o f  
the United States Supreme 
Court. Roc v. Wade was 
dccidcd 7-2 when the court 
had a liberal majority on the 
bcnch and Planned Parent­
hood w as dccidcd 6-3 when 
a conservative majority sat 
on the bench. Sccond. the 
partisan nature o f  the United 
States Supreme Court should 
make it unfit for compari­
sons with India at least in 
the current context.

There is. however, a more 
robust critique o f  the basic 
structure doctrinc with which 
it has struggled for long. It is 
that it g ives (he unclcctcd 
judiciary unbridled powers 
o f  interpretation. There are 
also arguments made to its 
nebulous, abstract and broad 
nature. The countcr to this is 
that the basic structure doc­
trine, insofar as it relates to 
striking down amendments 
that change the character o f  
the Constitution, is a neces­
sary feature o f  democracy. 
Why? Bccausc it chccks the 
unbridled and unrestrained 
p ow er o f  parliam entary 
m ajorities and proscribes 
abusive constitutionalism.

The idea that jud icia l 
review  o f  constitutional 
am endm ents is  undem o­
cratic is underpinned by the 
erroneous assumption that 
jud ges arc go in g  against 
the people. While, in truth, 
what judges do when they 
invalidate an amendment 
or a statute for violating  
the C onstitu tion  is that 
they keep faith w ith the 
original C onstitution. As 
Yaniv Roznai puts it. they 
are vindicating the will o f  
the people and not defeat­
ing it.

The basic structure doc­
trinc is a feature o f  modern 
and progressive democracy. 
O f the 742 world constitu­
tions cnactcd from 1789 to
2015. modern constitutions 
arc more likely to include 
unamcndable parts. While  
on ly  17 per cent o f  the 
world's constitutions from 
1789 to 1944 had unamend- 
able provisions. 27 pcrccnt 
o f  con stitu tions cnactcd  
from 1945 have such ex ­
plicit provisions.

However, to effectively 
p rotect the doctrine  for 
eternity, it is  iiupciutivc to
set it into stone by amend­
ing the Constitution and 
putting the judicially rec­
ognised basic features into 
the constitutional text it­
se lf. This makes it much 
e a sier  for the ju d iciary  
as w ell bccausc the basic 
structure doctrinc would  
have de fin ite  shape. For 
instance. A iticlc  79(3) o f  
the German Basic Law lists 
the provisions that cannot be 
amended, including Article 
I. which declares human 
dignity to be inviolable.

Bangladesh recognised  
the doctrine in Anwar Hus­
sain Chowdhary (1989) 41 
DLR (AD) 165. However, 
unlike India, it amended  
the Constitution to explic­
itly insert the basic struc­
ture doctrinc into it. The 
Fifteenth Amendment Act 
to the Bangladeshi Constitu­
tion made the preamble and 
fundamental rights immune 
to amendment. It is time the 
Indian Parliament did the 
same.

(T he  writer is  MP, Lok  
Sabha andform er Minister. t&B)
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“  War is never a lasting solution 
for any problem. ”

—  A. P. J .  A b d u l K a la m
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N eeded legislation on land reform s
OF the many issues deliberated in the Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly, the issue o f  land has always 
been royally ignored. Except for the Meghalaya 
Transfer o f Land Regulation Act 1971 which was 
enacted over 53 years ago and was subsequently 
amended to scale down the restrictions in certain 
cases where lard is alienated to serve "tribal inter­
ests.” no other kind reforms has been taken up. The 
Meghalaya Transfer o f Land Regulation Act was 
enacted to prohibit transfer o f land from a tribal to 
a non-tribal and from a non-tribal to another non- 
tribal. This Aci however docs not apply to areas 
in European Wards, Jail Road and Police Bazar of 
Shillong Municipality and Monza VI o f West Garo 
Hills. To administer the Act only the Deputy Com­
missioner and Sub-Divisional officers were declared 
to be competent authorities.

Statesmen at the time o f  the creation o f Megha­
laya had foreseen that land is a scarce resource and 
that unless a legislation on the transfer o f land to 
non-indigcnou$ Mcghalayans was in place rapid 
land alienation would take place and the local trib­
als would lose control over their lands. To a certain 
extent the Act has been fairly successful in protecting 
the customary rights of tribals over land. The Act was 
amended in 1991 to provide that the prohibition of 
traasferof land from a tribal to a non -tribal and from 
a non-tribal to another non-tribal shall not apply in 
cases where land is required (i) as a place o f public 
religious worship by any community or as a burial 
or cremation ground and (ii) for implementing any 
scheme that would promote the interests of the tribals 
in field o f education or industry.

So far, so good. The problem today is not that 
land is alicnatcc to non-tribals but that large swathes 
of land in the rural areas, particularly in districts 
that are known to be the rice bowl of the state such 
as Ri Bhoi district arc being owned by absentee 
landlords and are used for commercial farming 
purposes including for mono-cropping tea being 
one of the crop*. Apart from that, agricultural land 
is also used to promote resorts. The challenge here 
is that Meghalaya does not have a Land Use Policy. 
Hence any person owning farmland can use that to 
set up a factory, to carry out stone and sand quarry­
ing and even mining o f limestone. It is common to 
see agricultural land being converted to habitations 
including for building institutions. At this rate the 
weakest in the society without financial clout will 
not be able to own even a homestead. Landlessness 
is growing at a rapid pace. It is curious that this issue 
has never found mention in the Assembly and neither 
has the imperative for a cadastral survey. What are 
the MLAs afraid to discover? Or will the truth that 
will be uncovered hurt them loo?

What Christianity Means to Me: Christmas 
Message of (L) Prof GG Swell

The year 2022 is remark­
able for M eghalaya a s the 
State cclebrates 50 years 
o f  its existence. Much has 
been talked about the sac­
rifices and achievem ents o f  
the pioneers and c itizens. A  
few o f  them had been rec­
ognized and praised, while 
legions o f  men and w om en  
w ill remain unsung in the 
horizon.

Though the State is  no 
longer the sam e as it was 
50 years ago. developm ent 
is  sporadic and distribu­
tion o f  wealth is  unequal. 
M orcso. the degeneration  
o f  moral and ethical va l­
ues in all aspects o f  socio­
econom ic and political life 
and the manifest injustice 
is deplorable. The State and 
community arc profoundly 
relig ious in w hich every  
second or third person is 
cither a “ tym m cn basan" 
(Church elder) or an a c ­
tive leader o f  "ka Kynhun 
Ninm Tynrai" (Traditional 
Faith) or is  a m em ber o f  
Sat-Sangat. However, there 
is  a com p lete  discon nect  
between our professed faith 
or sp irituality  and so c io ­
political reality, whereby  
corruption and criminality 
arc rife and offenders have 
no qualms. In fact, illegal­
ity is now  being formalized 
and normalized in the State. 
W hereas the com m oners 
are being gripped by fear 
and uncertainty, the other* 
ing o f  o thers is  cau sin g  
deep psychological impact 
and the cloud o f  uncertainty 
is hovering over us.

A gainst this backdrop  
and in honour o f  our past 
leaders w ho were m en and 
w om en o f  great in te llect  
and integrity I w ish to re­
produce here the C hrist­
mas M essage o f  Prof G.G  
S w ell, the statesm an par 
excellence and I thank the 
Editor o f  Sh illong  T im es 
for the consent to publish 
it along with my introduc­
tion to  it. The fam ily  o f  
PmfWsor C. C. Swi-ll runs 
the museum in his honour 
at Laitkynscw.

In the political and eco­
nomic context o f  his time. 
Professor G .G  S w ell via  
th is  C hristm as M essage  
wrote to the Nation and the 
World about the core values 
o f  Christianity. A s a citizen  
o f  a free and secular nation 
he expressed his core belief 
in the public square and 
even called for the renewal 
o f  our being.

O nce again Christmas, 
which is the season o f  Joy.

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh
is here. And the Angel said 
to them . "B ; not afraid: 
for b e h o ld . I brin g  you  
g o o d  n e w s  o f  great jo y  
w hich w ill come to all the 
people: for to you is born 
this d a y ...a  Saviour, which 
C hrist the Lord” (L uk e  
2 :10-11). But how  do peo­
ple feel the Jcy in the midst 
o f  fear and suTcring? There 
arc so  much corruption and 
injustice in the State and so­
ciety. Inequality is  sharply 
r isin g  and tltc w iden ing  
gap between the haves and 
have n ots ij perturbing. 
H ow  do w e celebrate the 
jo y  o f  C hristm as in the 
State  w here nearly 33%  
o f  the populace are living 
in abject poverty? But yet 
w c celebrate the jo y  o f  the 
season with the spirit o f  de­
termination tc challenge the 
powvrsand principalities o f  
darkness and doom ed The 
joy  and hope o f  Christmas 
must be shared w ith others 
and that w e all reaffirm our 
comm itment to Truth and 
Justicc. The State o f  M e­
ghalaya must be renewed 
and recla im ed  from  the 
hands o f  a few  w h o  are 
hell bent to sell everything 
w hich w c possess, includ­
ing our life and being, for 
their ow n selfish gains.

ProfcssorG.G Sw ell was 
bom  to a pious Christian 
fam ily  in  L aitk ynscw , a 
Village near Sohra and he 
rose to become the Deputy 
Speaker o f  the Lok Sabha 
twice, one from 9  D ecem ­
ber 1969 to 27 December 
1970 and the second time 
from 27 March 1971 to 18 
January 1977. He w as the 
disciplinarian w ho firmly  
com m itted  to probity in 
public life . H is 16-point 
programme for the develop­
ment o f  Meghalaya w as set 
to be guided !>y the princi­
ple o f  moral leadership. He 
stressed on the character o f  
leadership a id  envisioned  
that, “The implementation 
o f  any programme rests pri­
marily and mainly with the 
leadership o f  the State... If  
this leadership is corroded 
by v ices  that corrupt and 
sap its  strcrgth . v ita lity  
and w ill, the best o f  pro­
grammes will remain but a 
scrap o f  paper. It is the duty 
o f  the people o f  the State to 
ensure that its leadership is 
healthy, pure and dynamic." 
(16  Point Programme for 
M eg h a la y a . N ew  D elh i  
Dated 6th July 1973).

During one o f  the Christ­
mas seasons w hile occupy­
ing thcofficc  o f  the Deputy 
Speaker, he published the 
pam phlet en titled . What 
Christianity M eans to Me. 
in w hich  he stated “This 
being Christmas and New  
Year tim e. I thought it is a 
good occasion for exchang­
ing thoughts on this vital 
and fundamental subject.” 
This li Ay-year old pamphlet 
is speaking to us today in 
the sam e tone and tenor 
as it did fifty  years ago. 
T h ou gh  the m e ssa g e  is  
sim ple, but its pungency  
w ill cut through to the veins 
and make every one o f  us 
feel ashamed o f  the m ess 
w'c have created. Similarly, 
now w hen the entire Nation 
is  witnessing the violence  
and discrimination against 
m inorities, this Christmas 
M essage is telling us that all 
is not lost, and the m essage  
is reproduced below:

W hat C hristianity  
M eans to Me:

“T he p o s itio n  o f  the  
D eputy Speaker o f  India 
may or may not be consid­
ered an im portant office . 
Although I take this job se­
riously. the office itse lf sits 
lightly on me for I respect 
a man for what he is  and 
not for the o fiicc  Ik  holds. 
Yet, from an impoverished 
home in the deep outback 
in the Khasi tribal area in 
the N orth-E ast, through  
poverty and w ithout any 
political patronage, to the 
Deputy Speakership o f  the 
Parliament, it has been a 
long and arduous journey. 
How did I make it?

The firet thing I remem­
ber about m y early child­
hood was the loud voice  o f  
my mother in early dawns 
when she w ould unburden 
h e r s e lf  b e fo re  G od  and 
plead for I lis help and guid­
ance. The second thing was 
the school I w ent to after 
com pleting my studies in 
m y village. N o  one. w ho  
c o u ld  a fford , w anted to 
be enrolled there as it had 
just been started and w as 
still unrecognised. But it 
was in this school, the Ra- 
makrishna M ission School 
o f  C herrapoonjee. that I 
cam e in contact w ith the 
quintessence o f  the finest o f  
India's thoughts and ideals 
that laid the foundation o f  
my character and outlook. 
From then on it w as a s if  
som eon e had taken over

and put me on course. Was 
it bccausc o f  my mother's 
prayers?  L o o k in g  back  
from this position I believe  
it w as. She w as a Christian 
and unqucstioningly trusted 
in Jesus w ho w as far stron­
ger  than her or anybody  
else , so  strong that in His 
life o f  flesh and blood He 
conquered want, fear, ha­
tred and death itself, and yet 
so  loving and personal.

M odern so p h is t ic a te s  
may sc o ff at this as maud­
lin. Let us take bigger issues 
that cut across nationalities 
and religions, for example, 
the q u estion  o f  disarm a­
ment and restructuring o f  
world econom ic order. In 
disarmament the gains o f  
SALT-1 lias been overtaken 
by technological progress 
and talks about SALT-II arc 
now  mired in the question  
as to whether a cruise m is­
s ile  and backfire bom ber  

rcapon  
c quest

would have been disposed  
o f ,  m ore te c h n o lo g ic a l  
progress w ould have taken 
place and so the race goes  
on. On the econom ic ques­
tion proposals o f  transfer­
ring 0 .7 perccnt o f  GNP o f  
rich countries and o f  index­
in g prices o f  raw materials 
o f  d e v e lo p in g  cou n tr ies  
to manufactures o f  devel­
oped countries have so  far 
rem ained brave talks lost  
in semantic confusion. We 
are getting nowhere while  
the world continues to lan­
guish and decay under the 
shadow o f  total destruction. 
Yet 2000  years ago  Jesus 
had gone into the heart o f  
both these problems when 
he said : "And unto him  
that sm iteth thee  on the 
on e  ch eek  offer  a lso  an­
other; and him that taketh 
aw ay thy cloak forbid not 
to take thy coat also.” and 
“If thou w ill be perfect, go  
and sell that thou hast, and 
give  to the poor, and thou 
sh alt treasure in  heaven  
and com e and follow  m e.”  
The radicality  and stark  
sim plicity are astounding. 
H is law is  the moral law. 
At the core  o f  every hu­
man problem is  the moral 
question and man w ill find 
a lasting solution only i f  he 
hinvsclf is radically morally 
transformed.

Thus, in every situation, 
personal or glob al, Jesus 
com es alive. If w e  arc not 
able to respond to Him it 
is  our inadequacy. This is 
what Christianity means to 
me". P rof G.G Sw ell.

Effective & 
participative 
MLAs in the 

Assembly
Editor,
A s a journalist I have  

been fortunate to w itness  
the M eghalaya A ssem bly  
Sessions from the Press Gal­
lery regularly since 1085-86 
onwards till 202C. I would 
carefully take nctcs o f  all 
that transpired in the House 
and what business was trans­
acted during the period and 
accordingly I reported that 
for the print media. How­
ever, from December 2020 
up to 2022, 1 could not be 
present in the House to wit­
ness the proceedings due to 
my physical disability. Prior 
to 1985-86.1 witnessed some 
sessions from the visitors’ 
gallery only. The participa­
tion by the then members in 
the deliberations *vas worth 
listening to. Members were 
informed and cduotcd on is­
sues and engaged with a great 
deal o f  wit and htmour too. 
There was never t  dull mo­
ment. Besides, theAssembly 
debates were o f  a very high 
standard. It revealed the  
depth o f  kn ow ledge and  
calibre o f  the Members o f  
the House then. A lso, the 
attendance o f  members was 
nearly always 100 percent.

It was from 1985-86 up 
to 1992 that the quality o f  
debates and par icipation
o f  member:: had consider 
ably deteriorated. But from 
1993 to 2020  th; debates 
have been reduced to bor­

ing and staccato questions 
and answers and even the 
attendance too left much to 
be desired with members not 
caring to be present in the 
House. I also witnessed that 
it had become customary for 
many important questions 
concerning critical issues 
raised by members to lapse 
due to the absence o f  the 
m em bers conccrncd. Too 
often the Opposition lacked 
co-ordination and strategies 
in taking up important issues 
to comer the ruling dispen­
sation . In the H ou se  w e  
have the Zero Hour Notices, 
the Call Attention Motions. 
Motions, Censure Motions. 
C onfidence M otions, No- 
confidcncc M otions. Cut 
Motions. Resolutions. Gov­
ernment Bills. Private Mem­
bers' Bills, etc. What I have 
witnessed is that Zero Hour 
N otices, Censure M otions 
and No Confidence Motions 
were used very sparingly by  
the Opposition when they 
should instead resort to these 
motions laid down in the rule 
book to pin down the ruling 
party. Another glaring aspect 
was that the majority o f  the 
demands for grants by the 
government w ere guillotined 
bccausc o f  too many Cut 
M otions that could not be 
taken up in the House within 
the time available, before the 
timeline fixed for passing o f  
all the grants during the ses­
sions. This again was due to 
the absence o f  strategy by the 
opposition.

But the m ost a p p a ll­
ing drawback that I have 
observed is  that members, 
especia lly  those from the 
Opposition would attend the

days' sessions w ithout doing 
their homework and inform­
ing th e m se lv e s  in-depth  
on the issues at hand. This 
desp ite  having receiv in g  
the fixed calendar approved 
by the Business Advisory  
Committees well in advance. 
Another glaring scene that 
I have w itnessed w as that 
even  the m inisters cam e  
to the House without due  
preparation for replies to the 
questions submitted well in 
advance. They also  could  
not reply to supplcmcntary 
qucstions put by members. 
They just replied haphaz­
ardly or unsatisfactorily and 
resorted to delaying tactics 
for requesting for notices. 
Again, quite a number o f  
m inisters could not com ­
municate clearly and were 
not audible despite the mics 
provided right in front o f  
their scats and close to their 
mouths. They just mumbled 
and fumbled and beat about 
the bush to deviate from the 
main point, thereby whiling  
away the precious time o f  
the Mouse and in a sense not 
addressing issues that matter 
to the people. These tactics 
were employed more often 
while replying to important 
and sensitive call attention 
motions and other motions 
while replying to budget dis­
cussions and no confidcncc 
motions.

Now turning to the pres­
ent 11 th H ouse (1 9 1 8  to 
2022) out o f  1760 days, 
sessions were held only for 
8 1 days. The large chunk o f  
businesses transacted were 
those o f  the government. In 
2018 the House met for 25 
days: in 2019 for 11 days: in

2020 only 12 days; in 2021 
for 17 days ard in 2022 only 
16 days. Bui I must point 
out one fact that must be 
put on record. The Winter 
Sessions were not held for 
qu ite  a number o f  years  
for reasons best known to 
the NPP led government. I 
also found out that only the 
usual list o f  businesses like 
Question Hoars, Few Zero 
I lour Notices.Call Attention 
Motions. Votes for Demands 
for Grants, few Cut Motions 
and Obituaries were taken 
up and dispcscd o f  by the 
House. A lso another im ­
portant findiag that I must 
mention here and with all 
the authority at m y com ­
mand is  that during the last 
five years I found that the 
member who is most intelli­
gible. fluent and brings depth 
to the deliberations apart 
from frequently participat­
ing in the debates is George 
Bankynticwlang Lyngdoh 
Mawphlang o f Umroi Con­
stituency, Himalaya Shang- 
pliang, Mawsynram C on­
stituency. (late) Bah Scntar 
Klass Sun. Maw phlang Con­
stituency. Charles Pyngropc, 
Nongthymmai Constituency. 
Amparecn Lyngdoh. Laitum- 
khrah Constilucncy.Conrad 
K. Sangm a. South Tura 
C onstituency. Dr Mukul 
Sangma. Songsak Constitu­
ency , M ayralbon Syiem , 
Nongpoh Constituency and 
Prestone Tymong. Pynursla 
Constituency, w hile those  
who alw ays remained ac­
tive and participated in the 
deliberations in the house arc 
Process T. Savkmic. Mawlai 
Constituency. Mr. Salcng 
Sangm a. Gambcgre C on­

stituency, Zenith Sangma, 
Rangsakona C onstituency 
and Rakkam Sangma. Ron- 
gara-Siju Constituency. Oth­
ers participated very little in 
the discussions in the House 
w hile some others might not 
even get pass marks if  indeed 
marks were to be allocated 
by the House rules.

With the passage o f  years 
fewer Assembly sessions arc 
held. This trend is not at all 
healthy for the State. But the 
hallmark o f  the Meghalaya 
Assembly is that no private 
Bills were piloted by M em­
bers o f  the Oppositions after 
1985-86. Even new legisla­
tions were rarely brought 
to the House by successive 
governments.

This gives us an idea o f  
the health o f  the Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly!

Yours etc..
Philip MarwciA, 

Sr. Journalist.
Shillong-2.

Deplorable 
Katgodown 
Road at JB  

C antt.
Editor.
The stretch o f  around two 

hundred metres o f  road from 
Five Road Junction o f  Ba- 
rapathar • Jhaluapara (Taxi 
Stand) towards the National 
Highway is in a deplorable  
condition for the past many 
months. Since this particular 
portion o f  the road foils un­
der the Shillong Cantonment 
area, perhaps the State Gov­
ernment chooses not to cany

out the periodical repairs. As 
a result, lots o f  potholes have 
developed in this stretch o f  
very busy feeder road to the 
villages around it. One side 
o f  the road is  always con­
gested with parked vehicles 
and the other side o f  it is the 
business centre, which has 
sprung up during the last ten 
yeans. Due to the numerous 
potholes, it is extremely dif­
ficult even for pedestrians to 
commute through this road. 
Vehicle drivers, especially o f  
sm all-wheeled vehicles and 
two-wheelers are finding it a 
tough task plying over it due 
to the degraded condition o f  
this lifeline. When people  
line up for mid-day meals, 
distributed by the Ardhcndu 
Choudhari Charitable Trust, 
the road becom es choc-a- 
bloc and due to the deep and 
large potholes coupled with 
disguised speed breakers, it 
becomes even more difficult 
to pass through it.

Incidentally, the Canton­
ment Board o f  Shillong has 
chosen to name this road 
after our Guntdcv and put 
up a signboard calling this 
road "Rabindra Nath Tagore 
Marg." So will the Canton­
ment Board ensure that the 
condition o f  this particular 
road is befitting to the names 
o f  the person after whom it 
is named - the great Nobel 
Laureate.

Yours etc ...
Krishna Chettri 

Shillong-2

A rtic le s  and le tters  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The S h iU on fi Tim es

M odi G o v t av o id ing  d iscu ss io n  
on T aw ang  in p a rliam en t

Nation and opposition 
deserve to know what 

actually happened
By Sushi I Kutty

the saffron flower w ill w ilt, 
droop, wither and die.

The Congress M P wants 
tltc government to agree to 
a d iscu ssion  on C hinese  
incursions and not yet into 
a fruitless altercation: g ive  
the government an cxcuse  
to slither out o f  a debate  
o n  an issu e  o f  national 
im portance. A s it is , the

believe that with Modi at 
the helm, Xi Jinping'sarmy 
dare not infiltrate the LAC. 
And among the confidence 
bu ild in g  m easures m ust 
be the one that says "trade
at all c o sts” w ith C hina, 
w hich in Tcw ari's words 
is  “at an a ll-tim e h igh” . 
From 2020  to “now", im ­
ports from China have risen

Tewari w as speaking  for the entire 
OppDsition. The people o f ln d ia  have a 
right to know  w hy PLA sold iers w ere 

getting into fisticuffs w ith Indian so ld iers at 
the LA C, first a t G alw an. and  now  at 

the Yangtse, w hat does the PLA  w ant? 
W hy is Prim e M inister N arendra M odi 

playing d e a f  and  dum b; does the 
governm ent know  w hat C hina w ants 
and w hat C hina hopes to gain from 

infiltrating the LA C? Has India lost territory 
to  China because o f  these incursions?

government is on the mat, 
and trying hard to brush the 
contentious issue under the 
carpet.

“ I dem and that th is  
House suspends Zero I lour 
and other relevant rules re­
lating to Question Hour and 
other businesses o f  the day 
to have i. detailed discus­
sion on the grave situation 
at the border with China in 
the Tawang sector in Ar­
unachal Pradesh." Tewari 
wrote in a letter. "This is the 
first physical clash between  
the tw'o armies since Au­
gust 2020 which took place 
at R inch;n La in eastern  
Ladakh. Wc have had the 
Hon'ble D efence Minister 
g ive  a statement. However, 
there arc crucial questions 
that need to be asked."

Tewari was speaking for 
the entire Opposition. The  
pcoplcofln d ia  have a right 
to know' why PLA soldiers 
were getting into fisticuffs 
w ith Indian soldiers at the 
LAC, first at Galwan. and 
now  at the Yangtse, what 
does the PLA want? Why 
is Prime M inister Naren­
dra Modi playing deaf and 
dumb: do;s the government 
know  what China w ants  
and whai China hopes to 
gain from infiltrating the 
LAC? Has India lost ter­
ritory to China bceause o f  
these incursions? I f  yes, 
d o e s  the govern m ent o f  
India have a plan to get the

from $27 .3  billion to $52.4  
billion.

The fact is . C h in ese  
President Xi Jinping knows 
he has an easy thing going 
when Modi doesn't take any 
hard anti-China decisions. 
From Galw an in eastern  
Ladakh to Tawang in Ar­
unachal Pradesh is  nearly 
2 .500  km and China has 
built m assive infrastructure 
on its side o f  the LAC even  
as India has been playing  
ca tc h -u p . T h ere  is a lso  
considerable troop build up 
on the Chinese side o f  the 
LAC. Again. India has been 
only reacting to the Chinese 
“ initiatives".

A ll said and don e, it 
is  unlikely the Modi gov ­
ernment w ill acccdc to a 
d isc u ss io n . T h e W inter  
Session  w ill continue till 
29 December, and Tewari 
can count the number o f  
days and still fail. In 1929. 
Bhagat Singh and Batukc- 
sh w ar Dutt threw  pam ­
phlets and sm okc-bom bs 
into the D elhi Central Leg­
islative Assembly. Then. 93 
years ago . Bhagat Singh  
said , “ I f  the d e a f  arc to  
hear, the sound has to be 
very loud." Today. India 
is independent, and has an 
e lec ted  governm ent, yet, 
Manish Tewari asking for 
an adjournm ent m otion  
on  C hina, is  like Bhagat 
S in gh  and B atuk cshw ar  
Dutt making a loud attempt 
to "make the d e a f  hear”. 
(7PA Service)

C ongress M em ber o f  
Parliament Manish Tewari 
wants a discussion in the 
Lok Sabha on the ‘border 
situation* with China, the  
L ine o f  A ctual C ontrol, 
which is a euphemism for 
not having a rccognizcd  
border. Tewari, w h o  has 
estab lish ed h im se lf  a s a 
military affairs expert over  
the years has given an ad­
journment m otion notice, 
which should be welcom ed  
b c c a u sc  o th e r w is e  the  
M odi governm ent w ould  
let bygonjs be bygones and 
forget and forgive China.

The gist o f  T cw ari's  
argumcnK is that the Union 
government cannot let C hi­
na g o  uaq ucstioned and 
that C hi ta's a ttem pts to  
infiltrate th e  LA C  have  
been  left un ch a llen ged ;  
that Prime M inister Nar­
endra Modi is "scared” o f  
China.

What takes the cake is 
that trade with China has 
been thriving like there is 
no tomorrow, like i f  India 
stopped trading with China.

lost territory back?
D efcncc M inister Ra- 

jnath Singh made a state­
m ent after the D ecem ber
9  Tawang infiltration. Tltc 
R aksha M antri c a lled  it 
an “attempt” to infiltrate, 
im p ly in g  that the PLA  
failed. Since then, unveri­
fied videos have surfaced 
o f  Indian Arm y so ld iers  
beating back Chinese PLA 
soldiers. The videos could 
have been leaked by gov ­
ernment agents and could  
have been o f  previous at­
tem pts at infiltration that 
were not reported.

The government waited 
for m ore than tw o  days  
to make the “ im promptu 
statement", and did so  only  
after a new spaper broke the 
story. It is  com m on lore 
that the PLA infiltrates the 
LAC hundreds o f  tim es  
e v er y  year, and not a ll 
the attempts arc reported. 
Perhaps the governm ent 
expected this one a lso  to 
g o  undetected, and unrc- 
portcd.

Maybe the government 
wants the Indian people to
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“Think big thoughts but relish 
small pleasures. ”
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R eturn ofCO V ID -19
IT 'S  not time yet to wish Covid 19 away. Re­
ports from C hina, the originator o f  the deadly 
epidemic, present a  scary picture in rccent days. 
Crematoriums in capital Beijing and elsewhere 
arc seeing unpreccdentedly large arrivals o f  the 
Covid-affected dead even as the government 
speaks no word on casualties. “ It is Spring 
2020 all over again." is how an epidemiologist 
viewed the situation. The situation took on the 
worst form after President Xi, worried over the 
economic fallout, did away with the lockdown in 
most cities this month and signaled a departure 
from his harsh ’Zero Covid* regime. For him 
there w as no other go; for, the tougher it got, the 
worse the plight o f  the people and they stormed 
the streets to curse the controls on public life. 
Even a dictatorship could not stem the tide of 
protests.

Warning has conic from authoritative sources 
that the world better be in readiness for a  fresh 
bout o f  the Covid 19 spread. Some 60 per cent 
o f  the Chinese population and 10 per cent of 
the world might get hit afresh in the next three 
months. This, at a time when we were heaving 
a sigh o f  relief, economies were getting back to 
usual m ode after two years o f  total devastation 
and life was getting back to normal almost ev­
erywhere. China’s struggle how ever carried on. 
The World Bank has revised its grow th forecast 
for China th.s year from 4.3 to 2.7 per cent -  
meaning a halving o f  China’s own GDP target 
o f  5.5 per cert. The Covid-rclatcd hits and fall in 
property priccs together hurt China badly. India, 
on the other hand, has less o f  a worry now. It 
recorded two deaths and 135 infections, the low­
est level so far, a day ago -  its total deaths due 
to Covid-infection rising to 5.30 lakh. India is in 
recovery mode after its economy contracted 6.6 
per cent in the last fiscal. Yet. the imponderables 
are there. Another hit by the pandemic could 
upset Indian calculations o f a  steady recovery 
while the global economy is punctured also by 
the war in Ukraine.

Epidemics, deadly though, arc seen as a  natu­
ral way o f  controlling population growth. The 
theory propounded by Thomas Robert Malthus 
had it that epidemics, wars and famines would 
result in a balancing between population growth 
and food availability. Wars are killing people 
even now, but the scale o f  such fatalities is 
down due to a m ultiplicity o f  checks including 
the coming into being o f  the United Nations 
after World War-II. The main challenge to hu­
man existence lingers in the form o f pestilcnce/ 
epidemics as China has demonstrated.

State of the economy in Meghalaya: 
Challenges and dangers ahead

T he recent figures re­
leased by the Reserve Bank 
o f  India revealed that dur­
ing the 2011-12 to 2017-  
2018 period M eghalaya’s 
econom y w as the slow est  
am ong all the State and 
U nion  territories in the  
country. This w as based on 
the State’s Compound An­
nual Cirowth Rate (CAGR), 
i.e.. an average measure o f  
grow th over a time period. 
While during the same pe­
riod. the average national 
CAGR was over 4% it was 
just under 2% for M egha­
laya. What made it more 
embarrassing w as that all 
the seven states from the 
North East Region (NER) 
had a CAGR o f  more than 
4% with Meghalaya being 
an anom aly in the entire 
region. A growing economy 
m eans that an increasing 
amount o f  goods and ser­
v ices is being created in 
the econom y. W hen this 
is  m easured in monetary 
value it is known as Gross 
D om estic Product (GDP) 
or G ross State D om estic  
Product (GSDP) for stales, 
like Meghalaya. IfiheG D P  
is  s lo w  or contracting it 
has negative consequences 
on the spending power o f  
the Governm ent (derived 
through taxes and other rev­
enue extractive measures) 
and consequently on job  
creation in the economy (di­
rectly through government 
jobs or indirectly through 
creating favourable condi­
tions. i.e., tax breaks, sub­
sidies. infrastructure build­
ing. etc). In 2019 the whole 
controversy about the new  
GDP numbers consequent 
the change in the method 
o f  calculation demonstrated 
how  critical the measure is 
both econom ically as well 
as politically. The very low  
CAGR figure for M egha­
laya is, therefore, an issue 
o f  great conccm  for many 
reasons.

An increasing population 
means that there is a need to 
produce a greater number 
o f  goods and services, i.e., 
more value, to eater to the 
growing demand. The 2011 
C en su s report r evea led  
that during the 2001-2011 
period India's population 
grew at an annual rate o f
1.77%. Meghalaya, on the 
other hand, was again on a 
group entirely o f  its own. 
It recorded the third high­
est annual grow th  rale, 
i.e .. 2.99% . com ing third 
in the rankings after Dadra 
and Nagar I lav cli and D a­
m an and D iu. A lthough  
the figures for the updated 
C ensus (i.e ., 2021) are not 
yet available, it is clear that 
in order to keep up with 
the grow ing dem and the 
CAGR has to at least keep 
pace or be higher than the 
population growth rate. If 
w e assume dial the rale o f  
growth as g iven by CAGR

By Bhogtoram  Xlawroh  
a n d  Tarun Bhartiva

is 2% and annual popula­
tion growth rate as per 2011 
C ensus is  2.99% . un less 
there is a decline o f  more 
than 1 percentage points (it 
was 0.7 percentage points 
during 2001 -2011) the sup­
ply has not kept pace with 
the demand in the economy. 
Put other w ay the economy 
has contracted instead o f  
expanding. In such a situ­
ation, creating new  jobs 
will becom e very difficult. 
In turn, this w ill have an 
impact on the production 
as well as consumption o f  
goods and services mak­
ing it ever n o r c  difficult 
to create jobs in the future 
as well. Allhough these arc 
hypothetical scenarios and 
nothing can be said with 
absolute certainty un less 
the updated Census figures 
are available, it nonetheless 
highlights tlic precarious
condition of-.he c ili/cn.i in

amount o f  value produced 
in the econom y is severely  
inadequate to provide the 
p op u la tion  w ith d ecen t  
jobs. In such a situation, 
the employers will have an 
inordinate amount o f  power 
over their employees. It is 
not surprising that people 
arc forced lo  w ork in under­
paid jobs bccausc they have 
no option. What makes the 
situation even more glaring 
is that figure o f  Rs. 82,182/- 
o f  2020-2021 is lower than 
the 2 0 18-2019 figure o f  Rs. 
82 .653 /-. i.e .. Per Capita 
Net State Domestic Product 
has actually gone dow n in 
Meghalaya. This, o f  course, 
cou ld  be b ecause  o f  the 
contraction o f  the economy  
due to C O V ID -19. It is. 
nonetheless, a sign o f  the 
highly distressing state o f  
affairs in the State.

There is another conccm
which must figure promi-

ln Meghalaya, the 2011 Census 
reported 76% o f  the rural households 
to be landless. Because o f  such high 
inequality, the share from  the total 

income for the majority o f  the population in 
the State is going to he vety low 

-  a very alarming situation.

the State.
In fact, there arc indica­

tors that g ive  an idea about 
the scale o f  difllculties the 
citizens are already facing 
because o f  a slow  grow ­
ing economy. The Reserve 
Bank o f  India also has data 
on the ’Per Capita Net State 
D om estic  Product", i .e ., 
value created in the econ­
om y  distributed eq u a lly  
am ong all tlic p eop le  in 
the State. The data show  
that the average amount o f  
m oney that would accrue 
to every individual in the 
State is Rs. 82,182/- or Rs. 
6 .848/- per month (again 
fourth from the bottom). 
Recently the Government 
o f  M cglialayi released the 
revised rates o f  minimum 
w ages -fo r  Unskilled it is 
Rs 381 -. for Sem i-skilled 
Rs. 432/-. for Skilled Rs. 
483 '- and for Highly-skilled 
Rs 534/-. This means that 
assuming that the worker is 
able to w ork lor 22 days in a 
month, the total potential in­
com e for an average worker 
ranges from Rs. 8382/- lo 
Rs. 11,748/-. higher than 
the Per Capita N et State 
Domestic Product.

Comparing both tlic fig­
ures, i.e ., the Per Capita 
Net State Domestic Prod­
uct and total (poten tia l) 
iivcomc earned through the 
revised rates o f  minimum 
wages, it is apparent that the

ncntly w hen the impacts o f  
the flagging econom y on 
the citizens o f  the State arc 
being discussed. It is the is­
sue o f  inequality. Recently, 
the ’State o f  Inequality in 
India Report’ was released 
by Dr Bibck IX*broy. Chair­
man. Econom ic Advisory 
Council to the Prime M in­
ister (EAC-PM ), It staled 
that in India the lop  1% 
accounts for 6-7%  o f  the 
total incom es earned, while 
the lop 10% accounts for 
one-third o f  a ll in com es  
earned. O xfam  Interna­
tional has also claimed that 
the top 10% o f  the Indian 
population holds 77% o f  
the total national wealth. 
In M egh alaya , the 2011 
Census reported 76% o f  the 
rural households lob e  land­
less. Because o f  such high 
inequality, the share from 
the total in com e for the 
majority o f  the population 
in the State is  going to be 
very low  -  a very alarming 
situation. There arc already 
reports w hich  high light 
the problem s aggravating 
the citizens o f  Meghalaya 
bccausc o f  the poor pcr- 
fonnancc o f  the economy. 
T he m ost d am n ing  w as  
the ‘North Eastern Region 
District SIXi Index: Report 
& D ashboard 2 0 2 1 -2 2 ’. 
The report ranked the dis­
tricts o f  all the states in the 
North East Region (NER)

in icm ts o f  achievement o f  
the Sustainable D evelop­
ment G oals (SD G s). The 
composite ranking showed  
that with a score between 
56 .87  and 66 .27  M egha­
laya is  in the Performer 
category (just above the last 
category, i.e.. Aspirant)and 
second from bottom among 
all the States. Among the 
SD G s the most rcle\ ant for 
this discussion is  SDG I: 
N o Poverty. Here again, out 
o f  the 11 states. North Garo
11 ills and South West Khasi 
Hills arc in the Aspirant cat­
egory. i.e .. the lowest, while 
the rest o f  the districts are 
in the Performer category, 
just above the Aspirant cat­
egory; again last or sccond  
last from the bottom.

A m on g the indicators 
used for measuring SD G  1 
' I lead count ratio as per the 
M ulti-D im ensional Pov­
erty Index’ (MDP1) is very 
critical. It is an index, as 
stated by the World Bank, 
d e s ig n ed  to capture the
percentage o f  households
in a country deprived along 
three dimensions o f  w ell­
being -  monetary1 poverty, 
education, and basic infra­
structure services -adopted 
in order to provide a more 
com plete picture o f  pov­
erty. For India. 13.95%  
w as kept as the threshold  
above which MDPI can be 
considered unfavourable. 
Only South Garo Hills with 
a figure o f  12.19% w as be­
low the threshold. The rest 
had figures higher than 20%  
with the maximum reported 
from Ri Bhoi. 45%. In fact, 
the N ITI A a y o g ’s  First 
Multidimcnsional Poverty 
Index (M PI) report released 
in  2021 had already re­
vealed  M egh alaya to be  
the fifth poorest state in 
the country after Bihar, 
Jharkhand. Uttar Pradesh 
and Madhya Pradesh and 
poorest in the NER. Things 
are not going to be bad. they 
arc already bad.

To conclude, the econ­
om y o f  Meghalaya is very 
bad state and it is a systemic 
issue going back at least a 
few  dccadcs i f  not more. 
T he in num erable is su es  
plaguing it require strong 
solutions in order to pull 
the State out o f  this quag­
mire. If nothing is  done, 
very difficult and dark days 
lay ahead for all o f  us. The 
vio len ce  and disturbance 
experienced over the last 
few  years may just be a 
prelude o f  more challeng­
ing tim es ahead.

N.B. This article is based 
on a report prepared by  
R A M  M eghalaya on the 
e co n o m ic  c r is is  o f  M e­
ghalaya

(The views expressed  in  
the  article  ore  those o f  the  
authors a n d  do no t reflect 
in  a ny  w ay their affiliation  
to  any  organization o r  in­
stitution)

Down down 
UDP!

Editor.
The first list o f  candi­

dates by the gand old par­
ty in regional politics, the 
United Democratic Party, 
is  an utter disappointment. 
Not only is there no woman 
candidate in thisday and age 
but they've managed to ev en 
overthrow their founding 
member. Bindo M Lanong, 
the one person left from  
regional politics who has 
remained loyal lo the party, 
region and the very prin­
ciples it was fouidcd on.

Unfortunately, now it 
remains a party of spineless 
politicians following on the 
tailcoats o f  a crorcpali pup­
peteer leader wtosc ultimate 
am bition is  to covet the 
CM’s chair, in the event the 
party makes it to a major­
ity that is, whi;h 1 highly 
doubt.

1 am reminded o f  that 
one editorial on this paper 
few yean, back which spoke 
o f  an analogy o f how crabs 
from Meghalaya arc sold in 
open buckets because the 
chances o f  them crawling 
out is next to impossible as 
they would pull each other 
down every time one o f  them 
makes an attempt to climb to 
the top. Sadly, h is analogy 
doc>: not apply only to poli­
tics in Meghalaya but in all

other spheres as well!
Cionc arc the days when 

politics was based on good 
principles, integrity and re­
spect. How can w e trust a 
party that is not even open 
to including women as can­
didates in the 21st century
and o f  betraying its own
founder"?

Yours ctc., 
Namrata Chcttri 

Shillong-1

Dilapidated 
condition of 

footpath
Editor,
Footpaths or pavements 

are important for the safety 
o f  pedestrians walking on 
the road especially near the 
national highw ays where 
people are prone to accidents 
and mishaps. Through this 
letter I would like to draw the 
attention o f  the concerned 
department to the portion o f  
pavement (around twenty 
meters) near the Jhalupara 
truck stand along GS road 
which has remained broken 
for a long lime with no signs 
o f  any repair being under­
taken. As a result pedestrians 
arc compelled to w alk on the 
highway and expose them­
selves to danger.

As prevention is better 
than cure, safety o f  the pub
lie should be the top priority

o f  Public Welfare Depart­
ments working in the state.
I hope this request rcachcs 
the ears o f  the concem cd  
departments and necessary 
actions would be taken as 
soon as possible.

Yours ctc..
Bhanudaya Upadhaya

Shillong-2.

Low -turnout 
in elections 
underm ine 
democracy
Editor,
The Election Comm is­

sion o f  India (ECI) had ex­
pressed concern over the low 
turnout in elections which is 
detrimental to democracy. 
Low voter turnout has its 
own consequences as India 
is the world’s  largest democ­
racy. Low voter turnout is 
devastating for democracy as 
it means that people are not 
accurately represented. If we 
continue to allow low voter 
turnout to persist without 
trying to get more people 
involved, then this democ­
racy that wc praise ourselves 
for will cease to exist. But 
thcrc arc things wc can do 
to prevent this.

One w ay to increase  
voter turnout is lo increase 
citizens* interest in polities. 
When people fed more con­

nected to th;ir politicians 
and the laws they pass, they 
arc more likely to  show  
their support or disapproval. 
The ECI had taken many 
appreciable tfcps in this re­
gard. Even fur a single voter 
a polling booth had been
established. For disabled
people arrangements had 
been made so that they can 
cast their vc*cs from their 
residence. Icons for PwDs 
had been nominated. Now all 
polling stations are being set 
up at the ground floor with 
minimum required facili­
ties being provided at each 
polling station. Also, every 
candidate ha< to publish his' 
her criminal records in the 
newspaper.

In the Municipal Corpo­
ration election o f  Delhi too 
thcrc was low voting per­
centage, whereas this time 
there was intense canvassing 
by all the parties and various 
chief ministers and Central 
ministers par.icipated in the 
electioneering. But residents 
o f  our cities seem to be less 
interested in turning out to 
vote. The urban areas o f  
Gujarat recorded lower per­
centage o f  voics due to urban 
apathy. Similarly, during the 
recently-concluded assem ­
bly elections in Himachal 
Pradesh, the urban constitu­
ency o f  Shimla recorded the 
lowest votingat 62.53% (less 
by 13 percentage points) as 
against the state average

o f  75.6%. Cities in Gujarat 
have exhib ited a sim ilar  
trend o f  urban apathy during 
the first phase o f  voting for 
the assembly elections on 
December 1. thus pulling 
down the voting percentage. 
This lack o f  participation in
the democratic process has
provoked C h ie f E lection  
Commissioner, Rajiv Kumar 
to appeal to the voters o f  
Gujarat to come out in large 
numbers during the sccond 
phase o f  voting on December
5. so as to compensate for 
low voting figures in the first 
phase. But even after this 
strong appeal by the CEC 
no impact was seen in the 
sccond phase

This is not a recent phe­
nom enon though. Voting 
percentages have been go ­
ing down over the years in 
urban areas in all parts o f  
the country, even though all 
governments spend a propor- 
tionatcly higher amount o f  
money for development o f  
these very areas. Also, urban 
areas enjoy more media cov­
erage, leading to their issues 
being highlighted across 
different platforms, that re­
sults in the governm ents 
allocating more attention and 
resources to resolving them. 
Another reason for this is 
that with all government o f­
ficials and ministers staying 
in the urban areas, they are 
more eager about ensuring 
facilities there as compared

to rural regions.
What is happening in Gu­

jarat and Himachal Pradesh 
can be observed in other 
states o f  India too. Despite a 
substantial number o f  young 
people joining the ranks o f  
voters every year, the voting
percentage is not seeing a
proportional rise. On voting 
day. thcrc is no paucity o f  
excuses: "all politicians arc 
crim inals, m y vote is  not 
going to make a difference: 
what is the guarantee that the 
person I vote for will not quit 
the party and join another, 
ctc ?” What we need to rea­
lise is that each vote has the 
potential to make a signifi­
cant difference, especially in 
a small state like Goa where 
winning margins are often 
in the hundreds. If you don’t 
turnout to vote and arc stuck 
with a bad administration or 
government, it is your fault 
too. The worst thing is that 
you arc stuck with it for the 
next five years. Think about 
this before you decidc not 
to go out to vote on polling 
day!

Yours ctc..
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

A rt ic le s  and letters  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shiltona Times

Division am ong tribals in Tripura 
significant for 2023 polls

Ruling B JP  to be hit 
most if Tipra Motha Group 

fu rth e r  expands base
By Ashis Biswas

A s the prc A ssem bly  
poll campaign warms up 
in Tripura, the state seems 
to be heading for a sharper 
ethnic divide in 2023 be­
tween the majority Benga­
lis and native tribal groups. 
N ew  poll entrants Tipra 
Motha (TM ) fighting for 
a greater separate Tripura 
(Tipraland) state, have con- 
finned the worst fears o f  
the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) by calling for 
a greater tribal consolida­
tion.

It has appealed to BJP’s 
trib a l a lly  In d ig e n o u s  
Peoples’ front o f  Tripura 
(IPFT) to support and join 
the movement for separate 
statehood. The state BJP 
unit has i» t  been particu­
larly surprised, its leaders 
had earlier expressed their 
anxieties about the TM ’s 
political motives. Thcrc has 
been no inmcdiatc reaction 
from the niling BJP which 
has a lready ann oun ced  
plans to maintain its present 
alignm ent with the IPFT 
and ruled out any under­
standing with the TM.

In 201S the BJP got a 
majority far the first time 
in the state assembly polls 
alon g with its a lly  IPFT 
defeating the Left Front. 
The isolation o f  the CPI(M) 
from the tribals led to tlac 
defeat o f  the Front. The

sentim ents and dem ands 
than most ruling parties, 
under the astute leadership 
o f  veteran leaders Das- 
rath Debbanna and Nripcn 
C'hakravarty,

In recent times, even as 
they renew their bid to win 
back power they lost to the 
BJP in 2018. the CPI(M) 
and its  a llie s , according  
to observers, arc feeling a 
bit side-lined. The unex­
pected defeat o f  Left Front 
G overnment under C hief 
Minister Manik Sarkar. de­
spite his personal integrity, 
continues to rankle.

The spate o f  cent rally 
sp on sored  in fra-related  
connectivity schem es, new  
rail and ro>ad development 
projects and trade lin k ­
ages with Bangladesh have 
certainly taken Tripura’s 
econom y to a new  level. 
T he Central Government 
h a s a lso  h e lp ed  reduce  
trave llin g  tim e betw een  
Tripura and West Bengal by 
helping arrange better com ­
m unication through Ban­
g ladesh. Th is has helped 
the BJP in launchingan ag­
gressive ‘pro-development 
campaign’.

Its d o m e stic  g o v e r ­
nance record, according to 
the CPI(M). the Trinamool 
Congress (TM C) and oth­
er opposition parties, has 
been wretched. Democratic

In recent times. Tripura has undergone 
spells o f  sporadic political violence, but 

the TM* tentative initial steps have not been 
provocative. Non tribals and Muslims have 

been present in significant numbers at its 
mass meetings. TM leader Pradvot 

Debharma has taken care to insist that the 
party is not targeting non tribals in any way.

tiib a ls constitute 31 pci
cent o f  the population o f  
Tripura..

In recent times. Tripura 
has undergone sp ells  o f  
sporadic political violence, 
but the TM’s tentative ini­
tial steps have not been pro­
vocative. Non tribals and 
Muslims have been present 
insignificant numbers at its 
mass meetings. TM leader 
P radyot 3ebbarm a has 
taken care to insist that the 
party is not targeting non 
tribals in any way. It will 
pursue its objectives in the 
Constitutional way.

Its approach so far re­
mains a contrast with the 
more aggressive assertion 
shown by the IPFT. which 
also  conductcd an agita­
tion for separate statehood 
som e year; ago. There had 
occu rred  m uch ten sion  
and som e violence at the 
lime. Itsal gnmcnt w ith the 
ruling BJP lias somewhat 
blunted th: earlier sharper 
edge, o f  the IPFT’s agita­
tion for separate statcliood 
following its participation 
in the process o f  adminis­
tration anr governance.

Understandably, there 
has been noticcablc sup­
port for the TM according 
to T rip uri-b ased  m edia 
reports, am ong the new  
gcncrationofaspirant tribal 
youths, most o f  whom are 
as a rule more proficient in 
the use o f English, not lo 
mention tke internet, than 
their older family members 
ami relatives.

T he recent victory o f  
the TM ir the Tribal Au­
tonomous district council 
elections, where the parly 
won an impressive 18 out 
o f  28 seats, with an aggre­
gate vote share o f  47% was 
a clcar sign that the new  
outfit could not be taken 
lightly by other political 
rivals, esp ecia lly  by the 
IPFT.lJndcr the 6th sched­
ule provisions, the Tripura 
Autonomous tribal district 
council enjoys consider­
ab ly  w ider pow ers than 
similar autonomous bodies 
anywhere in the Northeast. 
In part, the credit goes to 
the CPI(M ). w hich  w as 
ruling the state earlier, as 
it dealt far more generously 
with long standing tribal

iiuiiiin have been biutally
v io la ted , e lec tio n s  have 
been forcibly rigged and 
opposition candidates were 
not a llow ed  to  carry on 
their poll campaign in live 
recently concluded c iv ic  
elections.

T he state  p o lice  has 
been used in a partisan 
manner. W hile corruption 
in general has risen, during 
and after the Corona pan­
dem ic, econom ic distress 
in  both urban and rural 
areas also increased, as the 
state government failed lo 
provide much rel ie f  lo com ­
mon people.

’T h e  BJP has m uch  
lo  answ er for esp ecia lly  
among hard pressed com ­
m on pco>pIc w ho paid the 
price for unem ploym ent 
and a drop in their incomes, 
w hile ruling party-backcd 
anti socials were allowed to 
flourish’ has been live broad 
theme o f  the opposition- 
sponsored campaign so  far. 
T he other major conccm  
among both opposition as 
w ell as niling party circles 
is whether a potential con­
solidation o f  the tribal vote 
bank, w ould lead to a sim i­
lar com ing together among 
Bengali voters in the state, 
by w ay o f  a reaction. In 
the Northeast region as a 
w hole , political loyalties 
h ave  been  o fte n  d o m i­
nated by consid erations 
o f  their ethnic origins and 
local history, am ong vot­
ers. Opposition parties fear 
tluil the BJP might win an 
advantage if  this were lo 
happen.

Slate BJP leaders point 
to the example set by A s­
sam C hief Minister. Him- 
anla Biswa Sarma in this 
contcxt. Oncc seen as an 
Assamiya hardliner in mat­
ters relating to the status o f  
Bengali Hindus and M us­
lim s in Assam . as a ch ie f 
Minister he has gone out o f  
his w ay to accom modate 
the fears o f  common people 
in Bengali-dominated Ba­
rak Valley areas and also 
cncouragcd local economic 
development.

Therefore the tribals. 
BJP leaders insist, should 
h ave  no fears o f  bein g  
sidelined in Tripura now or 
in the future. (IPA Servicef
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“Ifyou  tell the truth, you don't have 
to remember anything. ”

— M a rk  T w ain
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Mukroh out o f sight, not out o f mind
THOSE who know Mukroh also know that the 
Forest Beat Office o f  the Assam Government 
is constructed well within M eghalaya's terri­
tory. The pertinent question is how was Assam 
allowed to have its administrative units within 
M eghalaya? Why was this not pointed out at 
the time when the Forest Beat Office was be­
ing set up? Why this lackadaisical attitude by 
successive governments o f  M eghalaya and by 
those who represented M ookaiaw constituency 
in the past? This has been the problem o f Me­
ghalaya -  that M LAs are not briefed about the 
plight o f  their constituents because they don’t 
live in the distant villages and only visit those 
villages occasionally.

Now that C hief Minister Conrad Sangma has 
assured that the Forest Beat House would not 
be allowed to be reconstructed if  it is within 
M eghalaya’s territory and that talks are going 
on with the Assam C hief Minister on this matter 

it remains to be seen how far the neighbouring 
state actually adheres to its commitment. Infor­
mal conversations between two C hief Ministers 
do not mean much because those conversations 
arc privy only to the two personalities. Any talks 
on the border issue and not just M ukroh must 
involve the cabinet ministers and the MLAs. 
MDCs and the traditional heads o f  the area. The 
two states are governed by two different sets 
o f  frameworks. W hereas in Assam the C hief 
M inister has the last word on any and all issues 
including that o f the Councils. It is unheard o f 
that the District Councils in Assam and the State 
Government have ever had a run-in on any is- j  

sue. Such is not the case with M eghalaya with 
multiple tiers o f  governance which can often 
be a stumbling block when it comcs to project 
execution. Add to these multiple tiers o f  gover­
nance other actors that put constant pressure on 
government even when development projects 
such as bringing the railway line to Bymihat for 
instance, arc sought to be implemented.

It is for the first time that some progress has 
been made on the border issue even if  there are 
allegations that M eghalaya has lost much land 
especially in areas in the Garo Hills bordering 
Assam and also in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. 
What is o f  ccnccm is that the people o f  Mukroh 
live in constant fear o f another attack from As­
sam Police who had the audacity to comc right 
Mukroh village to shoot down villagers at close 
range. While the reconstruction o f the scene that 
occurred on November 22 is marked by a certain 
opacity and the enquiry is ongoing, the fear o f 
the people o f Mukroh is palpable because their 
farmlands lie in areas claimed by the West Karbi 
Anglong District Council. This is a matter that 
the C hief Minister should be seized of.

Musings at this Christmas 
of Our Love

Wc arc y d  again back in 
the closing month o f  the year. 
Along with it has rctumcd the 
winter chill. The deep azure 
in the skies o f  Shillong, the 
quaint hill city, at sunrise 
too has rctumcd to its routine 
pattern. As such, by midday, 
the bright azure o f  the morn­
ing sky gets dissolved in the 
horizon into a gloomy shade 
o f  grey. At each dawn, the 
blooming cherries are still 
there to paint the skyline in 
bright pink but the dazzling 
morning brightness is  almost 
invariably getting watered 
down into a shade o f  dull 
grey by noon. The traffic on 
the city roads is choking with 
her m arketplaces teeming  
with people o f  diverse hues. 
Some o f  them are tourists, 
many arc vendors, few arc 
visitors from abroad and 
scores o f  window shoppers 
are making the market re­
semble what they truly arc.
fiach day by dusk, the city
centre shapes up as an open 
opera with young musical 
enthusiasts up and ready on 
the pavement to enthral the 
passcrsby with their musi­
cal renditions. D ecorated  
merchant outlets arc keeping 
their doors wide open to lure 
the prospective customers 
even though a rather coy  
look o f  sellers manning the 
counters reflect that the busi­
ness is hardly that brisk as it 
ought to be in the prime o f  
the festive season.

Yet. it is Christmas time 
and everyone around, out 
from the clutches o f  a dev­
astating pandemic, seeks to 
have a grand celebration. 
Ringing church bells, gleam­
ing stars in brightly decorated 
balconies by the roadside 
at each sunset perhaps are 
revealing expressions o f  this 
solem n desire. Tiny girls  
dressed up as little angels; 
a jovial Santa Clause with 
his flowing white beard in 
red robes may not yet be fre­
quenting the streets at dusk 
dancing their way down to 
church but arc expectedly  
awaited. Beneath the facade 
o f  festivity, the general mood, 
however, seem s somewhat 
subdued. Burdened on many 
fronts by the dreary mun­
dane. people, it seem s, arc 
struggling hard to revivify  
their festive spirit.

The unprecedented pan­
dem ic had already played  
havoc in the lives and liveli­
hood earning capability o f  
countless people all over. 
D isorien ted em ploym ent  
scopes have made life mis­
erable especially for those 
who are in the low income 
category and find engage­
ment in the unorganised  
sector where earning is a 
direct function o f  the regular 
econom ic activ ities. Inci­
dentally. this happens to be 
the largest contingent o f  the 
people in our society. Ever 
escalating price levels o f  
basic consumer commodities 
have made things even harder 
for many to enthusiastically 
partake and enjoy the ap­
proaching festival.

L ivelihood  earn ing o f  
course is a serious concern 
but educating the children 
too is no less worrying for 
many. Sonic years before.

By Debasislt Chondhury

Sh illon g  was consid ered  
the educational hub o f  the 
entire north-cast and even  
beyond. As of now, many o f  
the c ity’s premiere institu­
tions show distinct trends 
o f  a downslide. The perfor­
mance profile o f  som e o f  
the premiere institutions o f  
higher learning that have, 
in recent years, submitted 
themselves for reassessment 
and rcaccrcditation by the 
National Assessment and Ac­
creditation Council (NAAC) 
underwent sharp decline in 
their respective gradings. 
Institutions that once Ixrld the 
top slot have been relegated 
to an average grade. Given 
grading by Ihc national body 
is any indicator; the falling 
standards hardly beget a 
debate.

Ministry o f Education. 
Government o f India gener­
ates the Pcrfcrmancc Grad­
ing Indcx(PGI) o f  the States 
and UTs on a year to year 
basis. It considers five dis­
tinct domain* to undertake 
such evaluative m easures 
cla ssify in g  Domain I in­
puts as ‘Learning Outcomes 
and Quality’; Domain-11 as

spread all around inhabited 
by a warm hearted as also 
welcoming people has been 
the mainstay o f  her tourist 
attraction.

Tins image o f  a salubrious 
and charming tourist destina­
tion did undertake a beating 
in rcccnl times thanks to the 
frequent violence and disrup- 
lion in civic life resulting, at 
times, from provocation but 
more often to vent the frustra­
tion o f  especially the youth 
o f  the land. Such disruptions 
did not veer out o f  control 
into a full-fledged law and 
order issue but they sev erely 
impaired the reputation o f  
the state as a warm and in­
viting tourist location. The 
consequent loss to the state 
exchequer as also the fringe 
workers surviving on tourism 
has indeed been immense.

Flahnraling on th<* wor­
ries that besiege the state is 
hardly gratifying. This fleet­
ing detour into a few o f  them 
is only to make us alive to the 
reality that festivals arc little 
more than mere entertain­
ment. They offer excellent 
opportunities to create har- 
monv. Festivals also serve

Christm as is  a b e f it t in g  tim e  to  
in v ite  ou rse lves  to  in tro s p e c t  

as to  how  the  m a lad ies  
a ffl ic t in g  us co u ld  be 

redressed. O pin ions do d iffe r  
depending on the  p e rsp e c tive  

from  w h ich  one lo oks  a t an 
issue bu t a l l m ay perhaps  

converge to  ag ree  on th e  p o in t  
th a t em pathy a nd  com passion  

can su b s ta n tia lly  he lp  us in  
hand ling  m uch o f  ou r 

p red icam e n ts .

'A ccess’; Domain-Ill as'In­
frastructure and Facilities';  
Domain-1 V as 'Equity' and 
lastly Domain-V' as 'Gover­
nance Processes.' Domain I.
11,111. IV and v  have been as­
signed a maximum possible 
score o f  180. 80, 150, 230  
and 360 respectively taking 
the maximum total possible 
score in PG1 for a state/UT 
to 1000. Meghalaya, with her 
aggregate score o f  716 out o f  
1000 in 2020-21 assessment 
session, stands in the last but 
one position ftom the bottom 
o f  the queue. Only Arunachal 
Pradesh trails behind her. 
Placed at level VI amongst 
the ten available, the educa­
tion sector in Meghalaya de­
mands a thorough and earnest 
introspective review.

W hile  unem ploym ent  
and education are worrying 
concerns, the state’s tour­
ism scctor. oik o f  her major 
revenue sources, is doing no 
better cither. Pandemic linked 
restrictions on movement 
did take a toll on the tourist 
inflow into the state but what 
is causing irreparable dam­
age to the caisc  o f  tourism 
is the frequent disruption o f  
public order on one or the 
other pretext. The image o f  
a strikingly beautiful scenic  
hill station with its equally 
attractive serene, historic and
culturally a lliring  locations

as effective  platforms for 
cultural exchanges besides 
preservation and passing  
down o f  traditional cultural 
identities to the posterity. 
Festivals arc opportunities 
to mutually understand and 
share our cultures thereby 
helping us foster friendship 
amongst people o f  diverse 
cultural hues. India, in gen­
eral. had always celebrated 
her festivals in this spirit. 
I nter-religious, i nter- cthn ie 
participations have always 
been the glitter  atop our 
glories.

Christmas is a befitting  
time to invite ourselves to 
introspect as to how the mala­
dies afTlicting us could be 
redressed. Opinions do differ 
depending on the perspec­
tive from which one looks 
at an issue but all may per­
haps converge to agree on 
the point that empathy and 
compassion can substantially 
help us in handling much o f  
our predicaments. Sonam  
Wangchuk. an engineer by 
profession from Ladakh may 
stand out as a case in point. 
In 1988, he. inspired by his 
mother, established a school 
for the kids considered rejects 
by the society at large and at­
tracted national attention. Mis 
novel innovations in quest o f  
sustainable solutions in dif­
ficult terrains such as the ‘Icc

Stupas' and ‘Solar Heated 
Mud Huts' later put him on 
the global radar. ‘‘More than 
inspiration." said he. “it was 
empathy that led me to find 
solutions in areas that had 
been plaguing the lives o f  
common people. Be it the 
water issue or education for 
children, these were people in 
need, and I was driven by this 
irresistible empathy to resolve 
their issues."

P eo p le  o f  the ilk  o f  
Wangchuk are our hopes at a 
time that, despite its hitherto 
unmatched developments in 
science and technology, actu­
ally seem s so hard to live in. 
Wangchuk is not a celebrity in 
the ordinary sense but those 
o f  us who had seen the movie 
“3 Idiots", may take delight 
in knowing that he was the 
inspiration behind making o f  
the unforgettable character 
o f  Phunsukh Wangdu in that 
film. Christmas celebrations
can unfold in an enabling and
illuminating perspective to 
us if  wc draw our inspiration 
from cmpathctic go-gctters 
such as Sri Wangchuk.

At a personal level. Christ­
mas this year has a special 
sign ifican ce to me. In all 
probability, this would be my 
last Christmas celebration in 
my birth city. After serving 
for almost four decades indif­
ferent academic institutions, 
it is almost time for me to say 
adieu to my beloved city. In 
general, teachers and academ­
ic administrators here are yet 
not under the cover o f  any so­
cial security scheme. As such, 
sustenance after retirement in 
this city with its steep cost o f  
living, for a retired teacher, 
especially a ’dkhar’ without 
an inherited anccstral home, 
is a formidable challenge. A 
humble teacher, no nutter 
what his length o f  scrvicc is 
in the city, is neither eligible  
nor enabled to have a small 
cottage o f  his own to spend 
his remaining days in this city 
o f  his love. Leaving this city 
for a new destination to live 
amidst people wc have never 
lived with, as such, seem s to 
be a must. Shillong, however, 
shall always stay in the heart 
not simply bccausc it hap­
pens to be my birth place but 
also for making me whatever 
1 am.

Impending partings usu­
ally arc tinged with a spirit 
o f  sadness and arc unbefit­
ting o f  at Christmas lime. 
Christmas is a wonderful 
occasion to remember the 
scores o f  friends who adored 
this life and enriched it in 
so many ways and to thank 
them all for the colours they 
have added in this mundane 
life by making it liveable  
all these years. In thankfully 
acknowledging their unique 
contributions, may I. with all 
humility, wish m y dear read­
ers a splendid Christmas. May 
the star o f  Bethlehem ever 
keep shining over your home 
and hearth. May peace, love, 
prosperity and all that you 
desire and deserve be yours. 
Have a Merry Christmas and 
a splendid New Year.

(Debasish C hondhury  is 
OSD  (Exam inations, North  
Eastern H ill University and  
can  he contacted a t cdeha-
sixhCafimail. com)

W hy so many 
foundation 

stones now?
Editor,
It's no surprise that the 

majority o f  the voters arc 
gullible and easily forgetful 
o f  the acts o f  omission and 
com m ission o f this pres­
ent Government under the 
leadership o f  the NPP. And 
now behold the elections arc 
knocking at ou* doors and 
M LA s arc rusiing  hcltcr  
and skelter to lav foundation 
stones in every comer o f  this 
God-forsaken state. Many 
don’t seem to question why 
this is happening only at Ihc 
fag end o f  the 5-ycar term 
o f  the MDA Government 
and why this Government 
needs to shell out incentives 
in cash and in kind? Where 
is the bcnchmak to assess 
and quantify the cost o f  
such projects which till date 
have not really reachcd the 
intended recipients and also

YESS and other things in the 
works. Might it not happen 
that when a new government 
is formed all these freebies 
would stop and an account­
ability mechanism will be 
put in place? For how long 
can a poor state continue to 
distribute freebies managed 
by loans o f  all kinds?

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin 

Wankhar 
Via email

If  only 
foundation 

stones could 
speak

Editor.
The frcnctic pace at which 

foundation stones and inau­
gurations o f  projects is being 
undertaken by ministers o f  
this M DA Government is 
unprecedented. Where are 
the funds going to come from 
for the projects for which 
the foundation  s to n e s are
laid? And why have so many

schemes suddenly been dis­
covered at tl)c fag end o f  this 
Government's tenure? It is all 
too clear for those that hav e 
eyes to sec and the intellect 
to judge that the foundation 
stones are being laid so that 
the same ministers can tell the 
constituents that they should  
vote hinvher oncc again in 
2023 so that the project fort 
which the foundation stone 
was laid will be completed. 
In other words these MLAs1’ 
ministers are dangling a bait 
before the electorate i f  not 
outrightly blackmailing them. 
As one who has voted for at 
least five elections I have 
never seen  a government 
that lays so  many foundation 
stones worth crores o f  rupees 
just before elections are an­
nounced. Ihc C hief Minister 
himself is moving from place 
to place via chopper because 
he is in too much o f  a hurry. 
What is happening to gover­
nance when all the ministers 
are hardly in their offices and 
arc busy in their constituen­
cies only now when elections 
are knocking at the door.

Ibc citizens o f  Meghalaya 
are not involved or engaged  
w ith issu e s  that matter. 
Everyone is busy ranting 
on social media only. Who 
is really keeping track o f  
the number o f  projects that 
this present government has 
promised to different constit­
uents including the different 
dorbar shnongs that arc ben­
eficiaries o f  such projects? 
Naturally the temptation is 
to vote for tlic same MLA 
since the project might be 
abandoned by the new MLA. 
This is a very clever ploy o f  
the M DA Government.

In M eg h a la y a  m any  
foundations siones for vari­
ou s projects in  the past 
never say the light o f  day. I 
suspect that the same might 
happen in this ea se  too. 
Informed cilizcn s should  
keep track o f  those founda­
tion stones and raise the 
matter up unti the project is 
executed and completed in 
all respects.

Yours etc., 
Bradley Nongrum, 

Via email

Roads littered 
with party  flags 

and flexes
Editor.
Each time a political per­

sonality comes to Shillong  
buntings arc put up at the Po­
lice Bazar Rotary and all pub­
lic places and no one carcs to 
pick up those buntings and to 
dispose o f  them oft' the next 
day. First it w as Mamata 
Bancrjcc the TMC supremo 
whose face decked the entire 
city. Immediately after comcs 
the BJP's turn with hoardings 
o f  Prime Minister Modi being 
flanked by JP Nadda the BJP 
President and the local BJP 
leaders. A s o f  yesterday 1 saw  
that most o f  these hoardings 
made o f  f lexes were half 
torn and the tom pan o f  the 
flex with peoples' faces was 
stepped upon by pedestrians. 
No political party ever takes 
responsibility for disposing 
of)' these flags and hoard­
ings which invariably land 
up in drains and clogs them. 
This is the antithesis to the

Swachh Bharat programme.
I am surprised that the PM 
has not yet awakened to this 
crisis caused by these flags 
that arc abandoned after the 
event. This is true o f  the TMC 
and the NPP too. Sometimes 
one wonders who pays for 
all those hoardings o f  Chief 
M inister Conrad Sangm a  
across the State advertis­
ing the MDA Government’s 
achievements.

Students o f  St Edmund’s 
are told to internalize the 
motto o f  the School. “Facta 
non-verba." meaning actions 
speak louder than words. 
Sadly even those former stu­
dents o f  St Edmunds who 
arc currently in politics seem 
to have forgotten what their 
Alma Mater taught them. One 
wonders therefore as to how 
much o f  the education im­
parted actually impacts on the 
behaviour o f  die students who 
go on to occupy positions o f  
power and authority. Appar­
ently the impact is NIL !

Yours ctc..
Ala&andra Dexter,

Via email

Ecological 
Significance of 

Christmas
By Barnes Mawrie

Wc arc living in an era 
w hen we a e  face problems 
o f  global '.vanning and c li­
mate change. There arc more 
environm ent conferences 
today than any other kind 
o f  conference. The whole 
world is gripped with the 
issue o f  climatc change. The 
COP version lias reached 27 
recently with the latest one 
in Egypt. Today humanity 
has wakened up like from 
a nightmare and suddenly 
realized thit there is a great 
threat to itsown survival. The 
impact o f  climate change has 
been so  disastrous that hu­
man being; have no option 
but to change their altitudes 
and behaviour towards their 
natural environm ent. Wc 
have to switch over from 
an altitude o f  exploitation 
to contribution, from greed 
to caring, from individual 
amassing to collective well­
being. Human beings have 
alm ost exhausted M other 
Earth o f  i l l  her resources 
and above all that, they have 
polluted her to such an ex­
tent that she is permanently 
wounded and since the Earth 
is an organism, hurting her 
is hurting ourselves. Hu­
man beings arc digging the 
ground beneath their feet. If  
ccological disasters continue 
to grow as they do today, we 
may not need WMD (weap­
ons o f  mass destruction) to 
exterminate us.

Let me bring forward a

Secondly, when Christ 
was bom in Bethlehem there 
was an act o f  solidarity by 
the whole cosmos. Wc arc 
told that on the day Christ 
was bom , a special star ap­
peared in the sky to mark 
the event. Astronomers have 
proven that the strange star 
was actually the conjunction 
o f  planets which happens 
oncc in hundreds o f  years. 
Miraculously such a con­
junction took place exactly 
on the day Christ was bom. 
The coming in line o f  the 
planets created an extra il­
lumination which appeared 
on that day as a very bright 
star, known since then as 
the "star o f  Bethlehem."  
Thus we see how the cosmos 
itself displayed its solidarity 
with this wonderful event 
and paid hom age to the 
Son o f  God. Besides this, 
it is ecologically significant 
that Christ was bom not in 
a palace or in a mansion, 
but instead he was bom in 
a stable in the presence o f  
animals. Those who came 
to pay homage to the child 
Jesus were the shepherds 
along with their sheep. The 
significance o f  this is clear, 
namely, that we human be­
ings are called to live  in 
solidarity and harmony with 
the other sp ecies o f  life. 
Even during his three years 
o f  public ministry, Jesus 
showed a elose connection 
with his natural environ-

reflection on the ccological 
dimension of Christmas so as 
to make us realize how fool­
ishly wc luvc acted with re­
gard to our relationship w ith 
Mother Nature. There are 
two important significances 
o f  Christmas where we wit­
ness a symbiosis between the 
three realises -  the divine, 
the human and nature.

First o f  a ll, Christmas 
celebrates ihc incarnation o f  
God among men. Christ the 
Son o f  God assumed a human 
form to insert himself into a 
human world. By doing this. 
God is tell ng humanity that 
he values is  as the apex o f  
his creation. By being born 
here on Earth and in a hu­
man culture, God shows that 
he has arbitrarily decided to 
identify himself with human 
beings and not merely with 
humans but w ith the rest 
o f  creation itself. To iden­
tify oneself with someone 
or something is a voluntary 
act motivated by love and 
prodilcctioi. Therefore when 
God identified himself with 
our existence in the world, he 
voluntarily chosc our planet 
in preference to others. He 
could have been incarnated 
in other planets in the form o f  
other beings, probably those 
whom we call '‘aliens.'* But 
the fact tha he preferred us to 
the rest o f  his creation, speaks 
volumes o f his love for our 
world and everything in it.

Thus by inference wc may 
say that o ir  world has been 
doubly blessed and sancti­
fied with tic birth o f  Christ 
because Mother I-arth had re­
ceived in her bosom the cre­
ator God. The implication o f  
which is clear that our world 
is sacred and everything in it 
and therefore they should be 
respected and treated with 
dignity. What wc sec today 
is man’s loss o f  the sense o f  
sacrcdness o f  Mother Nature 
due to his sinfulness which 
results from his pride, greed 
and ambition. The horrific 
destruction o f  Mother Na­
ture by humans, is an act o f  
dcfianccand rebellion against 
God him self. The impact 
o f  climatc changc today in 
the fonn o f rising tempera­
tures. droughts, flashfloods. 
bushtircs. furious cyclones 
etc. arc to be seen as God’s 
punishment for these acts 
of men.

mcnt. His parables were 
mostly connected with ele­
ments o f  nature like sheep, 
trees, flowers, birds, ctc. lie  
was c losely connected to 
his natural environment. He 
talked to the stomi at sea and 
it calmed down. He knew 
where the fish would gather 
and so  his apostles could 
throw their nets to make a 
catch. He stayed forty days 
and forty nights in the w il­
derness and the wild animals 
did him no harm. At his  
innocent death on the cross 
nature itself disapproved o f  
such a human crime and thus 
when he breathed his last, 
there was an earthquake, 
thunder and rain and many 
signs and portents. Thus 
Jesus was an environmental­
ist par excellence, one who 
lived in perfect sym biosis 
with Mother Nature.

This Christmas should  
therefore remind us o f  the 
pristine relationship that wc 
need to rediscover and re­
new with Mother Nature. It 
is precisely because o f  man's 
alienation from his natural 
environment that there is no 
love lost between him and 
M other Nature. Humans 
have become self-seeking, 
sclf-foeuscd and self-grati­
fying that they begin to look 
at Mother Nature no more 
as a living organism but as 
a non-living entity to be  
fully exploited without any 
prick o f  conscience. This is 
the root causc o f  ecological 
destruction w hich has landed 
us in the present impasse.

Just as Christ's birth man­
ifested a perfect symbiosis 
w ith the cosm os, so  too  
humans ought to re-estab­
lish this divinely ordained 
sym biosis with the rest o f  
creation. A s C hief Seattle 
reminds us. "Man docs not 
weave this web o f  life. He is 
merely a strand in it. What­
ever he does to the web he 
docs to himself." Therefore, 
the true solution to climatc 
change is not the number o f  
conferences and summits, 
but man’s honest return to 
Mother Nature. Christ was 
bom in Mother Nature to 
remind us that we humans 
need to be reborn again in 
Mother Nature so  as to leam 
to respect, love and revere 
her. Happy Cliristmas to all 
the readers.



T H E  SH ILLO N G  T IM E S .S H IL L O N G , FRIDAY. D E C E M B E R  2 3 .2 0 2 2 (SIX )

W hither Dem ocracy and Humanity?  
- Hope amidst the Disquiet

“Be on the alert to recognize your prime at 
whatever time o f  your life it may occur. ”

—  Murie l Spark
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M erit, inclusiveness
INDIA boasts about being the world’s largest de­
mocracy that denotes a rule by. o f  and for the 
people. By certain parameters, the US is the world's 
“oldest" modem democracy. Similar systems existed 
elsewhere in the distant past: the tenn itself having 
originated from Greece. Democracy, as a concept is 
set against the system o f oligarchy, wherein a small 
group of people control the affairs o f the nation. The 
ground reality, beyond public protestations, is that a 
small segment ofthe population, theelite. control the 
governance or administrative apparatus in democra­
cies too. This even as an African-American finally 
rose to become the President o f the United States as 
much as some leaders from ordinary families rose 
to be Prime Ministers and Presidents here. Overall, 
these nations are nin on the whims and aspirations 
of the elite. The result: the cause ofthe underlings 
is largely sidestepped and the claim o f “equal op­
portunities'* remains a myth or mirage.

Note the point noticed and raised by a parliamen­
tary committee on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, during ilie present sitting of Parliament, that 
members from .lie SC and ST communities are being 
denied the opportunity to rise up to senior or board 
level positions in public sector undertakings. The 
panel, for example, cited the situations in State Bank 
of India the nation's largest banking institution 
and the Power Grid Corporation. The discrimination 
of the disadvantaged sections/communities is, rather, 
all-pervasive and this happens across slates and at tl)e 
apex in New Delhi, including all central govemmeni 
establishments. Vested interests al the top o f such 
entities ensure as much. The SC-ST populations had 
undergone generations o f side-lining from the social 
mainstream even as the nation, by the strength o f the 
Indian Constitution framed by a Dalit, Dr Babasaheb 
Ambedkar. had ensured reservations for them in 
parliament, legislatures and government. It is com­
mon knowledge that they are systematically denied 
chances to rise to senior positions in government 
entities across he board and this. "Under the rule 
of the people, by the people and for the people.”

India is. as is also the case with the Western so­
cieties. a deeply racial nation in its basic character. 
There were times when the elite in Delhi granted 
no space to the people from certain regions/races/ 
communities to be in the lead positions. If it was the 
stranglehold of Brahmins in the past, today an elite 
segment spanning others too have turned situations 
to their advantage and merit is hardly a criterion 
in appointments to senior levels o f  the governance 
systems. Muslims too face such serious odds. A na­
tion that docs not recognize merit and inclusivcncss 
is doing a disservice to itself.

By R o sh m i Gos want i

W orkforce globally to face great 
hardship in 2023

E m ergence of new 
COVID-19 casts shadow 

on lab o u r m a rk e t
By Dr. Cyan Palliak

M ukroh 
carnage cannot 

be forgotten
Editor,
T he editorial "Out o f  

sight out o f  mind." can­
not be easily applied to the 
carnage which happened on 
November 22. 2022 morn­
ing in Mukroh the border 
village o f  West Jaintia Hills 
District in which six precious 
lives were lost. That and the 
incident that happened at 
Langpih another border vil­
lage in which four precious 
souls were lost, will remain 
permanently in Meghalaya’s
history as gruesome mur­
der perpetrated by the high 
handed and brutal Assam  
government. Both incidents 
happened as a result o f  the 
insensitivity and prolonged 
neglect by our own Megha­
laya Government to solve  
the border issu es desp ite  
innumerable problems faced 
by our Meghalaya border 
people in the last fifty years. 
Time after time our border 
inhabitants have lodged writ­
ten com plaints, submitted 
memoranda and taiscd SOS 
m essages to governm ent 
authorities w ith copies to 
the public representatives 
- M LAs. MIX'S and MPs 
yet they eared a damn. The 
subject came up in the floor 
o f  the Meghalaya Legisla­
tive  A ssem b ly  loo m any 
times in various forms yet 
M eghalaya Government*: 
sim ply held few bilateral 
talks w ith its counterpart 
only to concluded with the

usual "Status Quo" results 
w hich  on ly  em b oldened  
the Assam Government to 
continue with its expansion­
ist indulgences which had 
caused untold su fferings 
and hardships to our border 
people in the hands o f  Assam 
police and leading to loss o f  
precious land to Assam and 
m ost im portantly lo ss  o f  
unaccounted lives.

A s o f  now I must con­
gratulate this NPP- led Gov­
ernm ent w hich dared to 
touch this sensitive, volatile 
and controversial subject 
which had eluded solution. 
It has tried to solve the first 
part o f  land disputes between 
the two states which ended 
up in lots o f  controversies 
and loss o f  precious areas 
o f  land o f  Meghalaya to A s­
sam. In spite o f  suggestions 
and req uests from m any 
quarters, including stake­
holders for review  o f  the 
MoU signed between the two 
CMs o f  Meghalaya and A s­
sam on March 29, 2022 yet 
the Meghalaya CM. Conrad 
Sangma. remained adamant 
by justifying that what he 
and his government did was 
all correct for the good o f  
the people o f  the State. Now. 
what w ill be the fate o f  the 
lirst part o f  the Agreement 
w e do not know yet because 
some parties have petitioned 
the Meghalaya High Court 
against the MoU.

N ow  what the present 
CM o f  Meghalaya and his 
Government should do is to 
rnmplctc ilw* w n n rt part n f
solving the borders between 
the two states as they have 
dared for the first part. What

A s we mark a decade o f  
the horrific and tragic Nirb- 
haya incident o f  December  
2012 several even ts race  
through the country provid­
ing a plethora o f  reflec- tive  
points for a feminist revisit­
ing o f  dem ocracy, leader­
ship and humanity.

Am idst the cacophony  
o f  the Gujarat elections v ic­
tory bugles one trumpeting 
o f  victory that is  especially  
jarring  and anathem a to 
gender justice is  that o f  a 
leader o f  the ruling party. 
T h is m an w a s in v o lv ed  
in the decision to release  
the rapists and murderers 
in  the B ilk is  Bano case  
and had describ ed  them  
as “Sanskari Brahmins". 
An ascrip tion g iven  to a 
gang o f  rapists and killers 
in - vestigated thoroughly  
and convicted by the State 
machinery w ho apart from 
other acts o f  bestiality had 
killed Bilkis' three year old  
child with ultimate bar- bar- 
ity. Yet he w as voted back 
lo  power and wom en voted  
for him in large numbers! If 
Nirbhaya brought citizens  
o f  the cou n try  togeth er  
regardless o f  caste, creed, 
gender or religious divides 
what has follow ed in the  
decade s in ce  arc glaring  
in stan ces o f  m iscarriage  
o f  justice, polarisation and 
a nau- seating support for 
crimes if  the perpetrator is 
one o f  your political tribe. 
A clear indication o f  the 
fast paced moral and ethical 
degradation and rot that is 
setting in and a potentially 
dangerous for all culture o f  
impunity. Already since the 
fete ing o f  the Bilkis Bano 
gang  rap ists  there  d o e s  
seem  to be an expo- ncntial 
increase in the free for all 
in cid en ts o f  gan g  rapes. 
The rule o f  Law appears to 
be a hurdle easily managed 
i f  you happen to be on the 
right s id e  o f  the political 
d iv ide . In addition sin ce  
2012 then not only has mi-  
sogyny and brutal violence  
against wom en not abated 
but w hat is w orse is that 
m isogyny in today's India 
has got institu tionalised . 
V io len ce  against w om en  
has be- com e disturbingly  
comm unaliscd and gender 
ju st ic e  yet anoth er  vote  
catch- ing political dance  
item.

On a lighter vein a d is­
cerning mind can pick out 
that the pantom im ed d is­
play  o f  p o lit ic a l pow er  
these days provide the kind 
o f  slapstick entertainment 
that children revel in and 
what is on abundant offer  
in the various street com er  
revelry and entertainment 
that are organised in differ­
ent parts o f  the globe during

is there to be hesitant and 
afraid about? Complete the 
task quickly! why leave it 
half done and for whom? If  
this government wants to get 
full credit for solving the 50 
year old problem why leave 
it half-done lest som eone  
else walks away with the tro­
phy. OrdocsConrad Sangma 
and his colleagues want the 
people o f  the state to allow  
him and his team to complete 
die incomplete part after die 
ensuing elections in 2023 ?

Yours etc., 
Philip Marwein.

Sr. Journalist,
Shillong-2

W ar and peace
Editor.
Recently in a remote, 

north Ukrainian province, a 
man walked with a rific on 
his back and was surrounded 
by shooters. Suddenly, he 
stared into the sky and saw  
an enormous shadow loom­
ing near him. Then he sud­
denly heard a strange siren 
and horn a s i f  descending 
from heav en. A huge tanker, 
along with the group o f  army 
men. trained their guns at the 
aircraft, which had already 
disappeared in the clouds. 
This is how ominous hollers 
frequently echo through the 
land and far in the distance. It 
seems like a DEVIL is sitting 
somewhere up and laughing 
at calamities on the ground 
below. To som e, it felt like 
some weird spirit is hovering 
ccasclcssly and raining (ires. 
All around arc casualties -  
death, destruction, darkness 
and despondency!

this festive season. The m e­
ticu lou sly  ciorcogrophcd  
Tar/an voice boom s, chest 
thumps, swagger, tree tra­
peze with a couple o f  exotic 
cats, exotic trbal headgears, 
pronounced markers o f  re­
ligiosity aiKl piety thrown 
in for good m easure and 
props, are al the stuff that 
appear to define leadership 
for many. Mercifully though 
( for those paying attention) 
with the daily pro- gression 
o f  the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
this w ell packaged brand 
se em s to be a lso  leaving  
m any others unim pressed  
or at least forcing a revisit­
ing o f  the TINA ( there is 
no alternative) p osition . 
TIN A  as we know today is 
the result o f t  m assive, lav­
ishly funded and constantly 
oiled industry to create and 
keep alive a particular nar­
rative. It is  ail about optics 
sans thought • technically
d c -  s ig n e d  to e a te r  to the
easily  euphoric electronic, 
technocratic, event 
and glam out obsessed so ­
cial media generation and 
increasingly com fortable  
cereb ra lly  s lo th fu l m id ­
dle class. But the greatest 
ach ievem en t o f  the BJY 
has been to puncture that 
narrative as pointed out by 
Yogcndra Yatlav o f  Swaraj 
A bhiyan in a recent visit 
to Guwahati to pay respect 
to the five anti C A A  mar­
tyrs in Assam . S ince  the 
advent o f  the Yatra many 
non partisan observers and 
p a r t ic ip a n t  o f  the BJY  
have similarly commented 
or grudgingly begin- ning 
to acknowledge this subtle  
sh ift . Rahul Gandhi em ­
barked on this m o- m cn- 
tous yatra resolutely and 
buoyantly, undeterred and 
unfettered by the jeering, 
leering and steering o fth e  
usual cheerleaders o f  the 
’D urbar’. Jeers and leers 
shakily driven by the un­
settling 'what i f  question' 
no doubt but more clearly 
directly proportional to the 
am bition s, future asp ira­
tions and deep insecurities 
o fth e  ch ecrcs. Initially the 
sceptical media presented 
their practical c on cern s  
and analysis, the incisive  
political pandits theirs, the 
Godi media their sanctioned 
tem plates, the indifferent 
affluent their coffee table1' 
beer bar/ go lf  break chat­
ter and so on but he strode 
on. And as he traverses the 
length o f  the country som e­
thing breaks and something 
em erges on a dai- ly basis 
like the w aves o f  the ocean, 
and a counter narrative  
is  b e in g  crcatcd s lo w ly .

War-tom Ukraine is thus 
suffering from unprecedent­
ed grief and distress. With 
each passing day, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has 
only embodied himself in the 
persona o f  hardened cruelty. 
Well, one’s struggle to accept 
history as factual and attempt 
to judge leads to a conflict 
not just within oneself but 
also with society and human­
ity at large. Putin is facing 
a similar straggle which is 
evident in his aggressive an­
nexation o f  Crimea in 2014 
and the subsequent invasion 
o f  Ukraine. It appears that 
he w ants to take R ussia  
back to its pre-World War-1 
days. Russia had annexed 
Ukraine during W W I. The 
treaty o f  Brvst-Litovsk in 
1918 recognized Ukraine’s 
independence. Russia has 
now claimed that Russian- 
origin people are ill-treated 
in Ukraine. Regions o f  Don­
bas and Luhansk. which  
have a majority o f  people o f  
Russian ethnicity were used 
to create a divide and fell to 
the Russian invasion. Even 
after annexing Crimea, Putin 
is not contcnt. He pushes 
him self on the m ission o f  
expansionism to recreate the 
glory o f  the Soviet Union o f  
pre-Lenin days.

Yes. Putin did not stop 
the attack on Ukraine even 
after winning in D onbas 
and Luhansk. I le bombarded 
Ukraine ruthlessly, regard­
less o f  c ivilian or military 
areas, resulting in extensive 
rk'slrtirlinn His army de­
stroyed Kyiv while a hapless 
Zelensky appealed to NATO, 
the U SA , and the rest o f

gently, unobtrusively, but 
finnly and expansively.

What has a lso  been par­
ticularly interesting is  that 
this traversing did not nec­
essarily include poll bound 
states. Experts and critics 
w ere a lm o st affront- ed  
that a state as im portant 
as Gujarat w as left out. 
The post poll discu ssion s  
bear that out. But how  im ­
portant really is  Gujarat? 
Today Gujarat seem s to be 
a country unto itse lf enjoy­
in g a sp ec ia l sta tu s and  
much m ore. Even w ith a 
limited know ledge o f  h is­
tory one can draw parallels 
between the strategies and 
operations o f  the British  
East India C om pany and 
the emerging West In- dia 
Company o f  today led and 
headquartered thereabouts. 
Sa m e  p r in c ip le s  sam e  
core values. The e lector­
ate w ould  certa in ly  stay
with those w h o  g ua rd  and

guarantee that privileged  
status. With ’profit' as the 
organising principle o f  life  
and existence no amount o f  
attention would have made 
any dent. M ul- tiple ques­
tions arise at this juncture. 
Is this organising principle  
so  hardened and so  com ­
pelling that it surpasses all 
other consid erations and  
principles?

A n d  in  d u e  c o u r s e  
w ould one as Bob D ylan  
co m m en te d  in a recent  
in terv iew  - need a solar  
X-ray detector to just to 
find som eb ody's heart or 
just see  i f  they still have  
one? Was the heartbreak­
in g story o f th e  freezing to 
death o f  a fam ily o f  four 
at the Canadian border in 
January this year because  
o f  a m o- mcntary decision  
in an aspiration for greater 
material prosperity or did 
the power o f  the organis­
in g  p r in cip le  spur them  
on? Sadly w e  w ill never  
know - we can only keep 
sp cculating.T hc fact that 
Rahul's BJY commitment 
did not get derailed by any 
elec to ra l con sid er a tio n s  
is  hu gely reassuring and 
reaf- firm s the b e lie f  that 
the country w ill ride this 
storm . U ndoubtedly w in ­
ning elec- lions is important 
and yet despite the fact that 
Indian democracy texlay has 
gradually been reduced to 
numbers at whatever cost(  
horse trading, resort enrich­
in g te le n o v e la s) there is  
hope • that som ewhere be­
yond the grandioseaspiring  
for the heavens granite and 
mortar projections o f  soul­
less national- ism there are 
delicate stirrings, a ‘leharsi

the world to help him. The 
United States diei not want a 
direct conflict with Russia, a 
robust nuclear power. While 
it refused to send boots on 
the ground, it sent military 
aid. Russia, with impunity, 
carved a route to the Black 
Sea to enable it to use sea 
routes in winter. Ukraine’s 
eastern front is more or less 
under Russian control.

The conflict is  bloody  
and the worst since the end o f  
World War 2. Zelensky chose 
to fight back, he seemed de­
termined. Several attempts at 
peace have failed. The war 
started in February 2022 and 
but still ongoing. Zelensky 
ran out to the world with a 
begging bowl, pleading for 
aid to fight his enemy. O f  
course, Zelensky’s resilience 
is  incredible, and that liter­
ally has won him countless 
fans across the world.

H o w ever , th e se  tw o  
AVENGERS are not con­
cerned about the people and 
their untold suftering. The 
safety o f  the citizens is just 
an excuse for this protracted 
war. Indeed, human life is 
transient: each day. the two 
leaders fight over a piece  
o f  land, k illin g  hundreds 
and causing colossal loss o f  
property. They don't think o f  
the soldiers and civilians as 
human beings but as tools for 
targets. It is not improbable 
that they may turn the whole  
worid into a “battleground". 
It all depends upon their  
thoughtless impulses. Until 
lh<*ir RGO £<’K blunted, Wi*. 
the m ass innocent world  
population, are on the verge 
o f  an apocalypse. Beware.

taaza hawa’ - that dem oc­
racy w ill yet survive.

C loser  hom e this stir­
ring. this w h iff  o f  fresh air 
is palpable in the approach 
and e th os o f  the n e w ly  
form ed  p la tform  KAM  
M eghalaya - the workers 
party. Jux- taposed against 
the might and lure o f  the 
material resource strapped 
dom i- nant politics the en­
try o f  the three candidates 
from the KAM Meghalaya 
plat- form into the electoral 
fray is  a small but deeply  
significant challenge to the 
idea o f  politics in the state 
and to  dem ocracy  itse lf. 
Arm ed w ith their proven 
track record o f  tenacious 
public defence o f  the rights 
o f  all citizens irrespcc- tive 
o f  class or identity coupled 
with their comm itment to 
ju st ic e , in clu siv ity . syn ­
cre tic  culture o f  c o e x is ­
tence. pluralism and secular 
values the trio seek to bring 
back dignity, respect and a 
sense o f  what it means to 
be a citizen in a democracy. 
Their dissection and analy­
s is  o f  the 'd evelopm ent  
mantra' is  what w e  need 
to pay c lo se  attention to 
before it is too late. Their 
stron g and foundational 
belief that to ensure the vi­
brancy o f  a dem ocracy is to 
constantly make space and 
room for ongoing dialogue 
and e xch ange  o f  diverse  
and dissenting view points 
and to necessarily anchor 
peoples m ovem ents as the 
cornerstone in this quest for 
democracy. What is also o f  
particular interest to a fem i­
nist like me is  that the trio 
o f  w hich tw'o are wom en  
haveanunequivo-cal fem i­
nist lens. The two women 
epitomise w om en’s  genuine 
leadership and agency ca­
pable o f  leading with con­
fidence and grace backeel by 
the strength o f  their years 
o f  wort; and commitment. 
They debunk the prevalent 
trend o f  ‘transactional rep­
resentation’ w hich so  many 
w om en big and small have 
sue- cumbcd/succumbing to 
and send out a strong m es­
sage that there is room yet 
for an independent articula­
tion o f  ideas and positions 
in India's elemocratic sy s­
tem without being backed 
by heavyweight essentially  
patriarchal political patron­
age. Amidst the gloom  and 
doom  o f  today this then 
g ives rise to a bub- bling 
excitem ent o f  hope - the 
emergence o f  myriad pos­
s ib ilitie s  but centrally o f  
joy  as the dream o f  palpable  
hum anity and qu iet d ig ­
nity edging out granite and 
mortar crassness and sky 
aspiring heights is perhaps 
no longer just a dream.

the NUCLEAR press but­
tons m ight be set o f f  by 
mavericks whose minds arc 
always at war.

Yours etc.. 
Salil Gcwali, 

Shillong

Need for 
urgent Covid 

protocols
Editor.
Through your esteemed 

paper I would urge upon the 
state Govt./District admin­
istration to be on high alert 
on the increasing cases o f  
C ovidofa new variant which 
is  prevalent in China and has 
claimed lakhs o f  lives. In In­
dia w e have come across few  
cases in Delhi and Gujarat 
and the virus is spreading to 
many morc countries.

It is therefore requested 
that necessary steps to be 
taken to re-impose the proto­
cols as w ell as surprise test­
ing at the borders o f  the state 
from different corners.

If tim ely action is taken 
at the earliest to check the 
spread o f  the virus it will 
have lesser impact in the 
urban areas and rural areas 
in particular who still hesi­
tate to take the jibe against 
this virus.

Yours etc., 
SL Singhania 
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W orkforce the world  
over w culd face  greater  
hardship in 2023. IMF has 
already SDundcdalann over 
the grim global situation in 
their latest Worid Economic  
Outlook. More than a third 
o f  the g  obal econom y is 
expected to slip into reces­
s ion  in 2 0 2 3 . w h ile  the  
three Iarj;e econom ics the 
United Siaies, the European 
Union, and China would 
continue to stall. IMF E co­
nom ic Counsellor Pierre- 
O liv ie r  G ou rin ch as has 
said. According to the IMF 
assessm en t m ade before  
the emergence o f  the new  
C O V ID -19 in C hina, the 
global econ om ic growth  
w as likely to fall to 2 .7  
per cent with a 25 per cent 
probability that it m ight 
fall below 2 per ccnt. The 
China nightmare that has 
threatened every part o f  the 
world would additionally  
cast its shadow. It w ould  
distort the labour market.

With no end to the Rus- 
sia-Ukrainc war in sight, 
commodity prices and food 
supply chain are cxpccteel 
to be voatile . “We expect 
global irflation . .. remain 
elevated for a longer than 
previously expected.” IMF 
October outlook had said 
projecting  g lo b a l in fla ­
tion projections at 8.8 per 
cent in 2022. China’s new  
COVID-19 outbreak is  an 
cvolvingsituation. in which 
o n e  m illio n  p e o p le  arc 
expected to die within 90 
days, with over 60 per ccnt 
infection in China and over 
10  per ccnt globally. It may 
disrupt the entire supply  
chain o f  the world, and sev­
eral sectors o fth e  economy 
are threalencd a significant 
reduction in their ac tiv ­
ity. M illions o f  people had

already been laid off. espe­
c ially in IT sector, in 2022  
due to glob al eco n o m ic  
downturn, in which migrant 
workers have suffered the 
worst, that has been threat­
ened further by C hin a's  
disastrous new C O V ID -19 
spread.

The ILO flagship Glob­
al W age Report 2020-23  
released on Novem ber 30. 
just a week before the out­
break of new C O V ID -19  
after the relaxation given  
on zero-COVID policy o f  
China or. December 7. has 
included evidence on how  
the inflation was biting into 
the real w age grow th in 
most regions o f  the world. 
The report shows that few 
the first tim e in the 21st 
century teal w ages growth 
has fallen to negative val­
ues while, at the sam e time, 
the gap >ctwccn real pro­
ductivity growth and real 
w age growth continues to 
widen.

D u r in g  th e  e a r l ie r  
C O V ID -19  c r is i s  from  
2 0 2 0 -2 0 2 2 . the var iou s  
com ponents o f  the w age  
bills su;h as employment, 
nominal w ages, and infla­
tion have changed, and 
more recently the situation 
has aggravated during the 
cost-of-1 ving crisis. Wage 
inequality and gender pay 
gap has been on  the in ­
crease w iich lias worsened 
the incom e inequality in 
different reg ion s o f  the  
world. The UN and the ILO 
has all along been urging 
the world to adopt appro­
priate policies for a human- 
centred economic recovery, 
but on ly  a little has been 
done to date, w hile crises 
have beat multiplying.

ILO report show s that 
w ages and the purchasing 
power o f  households have 
been d o te d  consielcrably 
during the past three years, 
fist by the C O V ID -19 pan­
d em ic  and then , as the  
worid econom y started to 
recover to m  that crisis, by 
the global rise in inflation.

In 2022 . r ising inflation  
caused  the real w age to 
dip into negative in many  
c o u n tr ies , red u c in g  the  
purchasing pow er o f  the 
m iddle c la ss  and hitting  
lo w -in co m e groups par­
ticularly hard.

In the rrcar future, in the 
abscncc o f  adequate policy  
responses, the w orkforce  
could sec  a sharp erosion o f  
the real incom cs, increase 
in inequality, further threat­
ening the econom ic recov­
er)- and possibly fuelling  
further socia l unrest, the 
1 LO report had warned just 
a w eek before the emer­
gence o f  the new COVID- 
19 outbreak in China.

In the global economic  
downturn and labour mar­
ket context, the ILO report 
has pointed out that the  
im provem ent in em ploy­
ment level witnessed by the 
second ejuarter o f 2022 was 
limited to only high incomc 
countries, while it remained 
at about 2 per cent below  
the pre-pandemic level in 
m iddle- and low -incom e  
c o u n tr ies . E m p loym en t  
in the inform al econ om y  
w as found to b e  r isin g  
faster than in the formal 
econom y. During the last 
tw oq uartersof2022. infla­
tion remained quite stub­
born with rapid price rise, 
despite a global response  
t ig h te n in g  o f  m onetary  
p o lic y  s in c e  m id -2 0 2 2 .  
The projection o f  inflation 
for 2023 made before the 
w orld threatening China  
new  C O V ID -19 outbreak 
stood elevated at 6 .5  per 
ccnt.

In the inflationary con­
text. erosion in real wages 
com es on top o f  som e s ig ­
nificant w age lo s se s  in ­
curred by w'orkcrs and their

fam ilies during the three 
years o f  pandemic during 
2020-2022 . G overnm ents 
worid over show  their data 
to tell the people that aver­
age w ages increased g lob­
ally by 1.5 per ccnt in 2020, 
anil by 1.8 per ccnt in 2 0 2 1, 
but it should be interpreted 
in the context o f  job  losses  
and changc in the com po­
sition  o f  em ploym ent in 
large countries such as in 
the US.

The mathematical fal­
lacy should be noted and 
people should know how  
th is  data h as im proved  
despite increase in jobless­
ness, and low -paid jobs. 
The ILO report has said. 
“In these countries, a ma­
jority  o f  th ose  w h o  lost  
their jobs and hence their 
earnings during the pan­
dem ic were low-paid w age  
e m p lo y e e s , w h ile  their  
higher-paid counterparts 
remained employed, there­
by increasing the estimated 
average w age.” A s a result 
o fth is  "composition cffcct" 
in som e countries, average 
real w ages in the advanced  
G 2 0  e c o n o m ic s  jum ped  
by 1.7 per ccnt in 2020 , 
the highest w age growth 
recorded in many years, but 
then increased by a much 
lower rate o f  0 .4  per ccnt 
in 2021. ILO said.

With the slow down o f  
the glob al ccon om y and 
rising inflation real wages 
o f  workers have been on  
the decline , w hile unem ­
ployment. job losses, and 
lack  o f  j o b  opportunity  
remained a dominant fea­
ture o f  the j o b  m arket. 
With the prospect o f  further 
deterioration in global e co ­
nom ic growth, job market 
conditions w ould certainly  
deteriorate in 2023 , with  
additional uncertainty o f  
evolv ing  new C O V ID -19  
threat from  C hin a . The  
world needs human-centric 
policy response with com ­
plete social security cover­
age for the workforce. (IPA 
Service)
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M D A -A  strange coalition
THERE is no end to the antics o f  members o f  
the Meghalaya Democratic A lliance (MDA). 
Levelling allegations against their m ajor partner 
the National Peoples* Party (NPP) is a favourite 
pastime. First it was the BJP and its string o f 
allegations o f corruption against the NPP. This 
was followed by the United Democratic Party 
(UDP) which has in recent times blamed the 
Government o f  which they are a  part of, for 
som e o f  the farmer related schemes such as 
FOCUS and FOCUS+ etc. The latest to throw 
muck at the NPP is the MLA o f Mawkynrew, 
Bantcidor Lyngdoh. He has accused the NPP 
o f  dangling £ Rs 5 crore bait before him  to join 
the Party. Naturally the Party President. Con­
rad Sangma who also heads the coalition has 
flatly denied the allegations as he should. Why 
would he admit that his Party is wooing sitting 
legislators from other parties to strengthen the 
hands o f  the MPP? In politics denial is the name 
o f  the game.

While adherence to certain core principles are 
expected from the members o f  a coalition who 
arc supposed to carry equal praise o r blame for 
the way in which the State has been run for the 
past five yeais, are expected, such is not the case 
with the present set o f legislators. The UDP did 
the same class act even when it was a partner 
with the Mukul Sangma led Congress govern­
ment. It blamed the former CM for not consult­
ing it in everything that the Government did. If  
that was the case the simple thing for the UDP 
to have done then was to get out o f  the govern­
ment and not remain a part o f  the circus while 
tattling about it. This is being repeated even with 
the present coalition. It shows a breach o f  trust 
when a partner is accused o f  something that is 
a result o f  a joint decision.

The UDP has itse lf to blame for allow ing 
the NPP to run aw ay with the trophy. W hen 
it had the opportunity at the beginning o f  its 
love affair with the NPP. to draft out a Com­
mon Minimum Programme (CM P) based on 
its promise to the people in its manifesto, it was 
slack. The UDP blamed senior UDP member 
BM Laning for not coming out with the CM P 
which he was entrusted to work on. The CMP 
would have allowed the UDP to claim some o f 
the schemes as its own brainwave. As o f  now 
FOCUS, PRIME and schemes with a  string o f 
acronyms are seemingly the initiatives o f  the 
NPP while the UDP was caught napping. The 
less spoken about the BJP the better. The Party 
has not pulled out o f  the G overnm ent hence 
its b luff is called out again and again. As they 
say there is honour even among thieves. In the 
MDA even that is missing. Clearly the MDA is 
a marriage o f inconvenience, 

g

Elon Musk a big social junkie; 
can’t live without tweeting

Elon Musk asked his 122 
million followers through a 
poll on Twitter whether he 
should step down as the chicf 
cxecutivc o f  the social media 
giant he bought for $44 bil­
lion on October 28. Out o f  
the total 17 m illion votes. 
57.5% favored him stepping 
down while 42.5%  polled 
against the m ove. Before 
the poll. Musk had promised 
that he would abide by the

By A  run Kumar Shrivastav

Musk, suspeadcd. evoking 
angry reactions from differ­
ent quarters, including Euro­
pean Union and the United 
Nations. In yet another con­
troversial decision. Musk has 
banned the use o f  rival social 
media -  chiefly Faccbook and 
Instagram •• cn its platform. 
Now. Twitter users can’t add

has on his mind.
So how does Musk plan 

to monetize Twitter further? 
G iven  his background in 
running a digital payments 
company that turned out to 
be what wc know as PayPal 
today, it's a no-brainer that 
he may want to use Twitter 
to provide digital payment

Jobs who w as focused on 
creating the next generation 
o f  computing devices with 
his eyes set on greatness in 
everything he made. Musk's 
attention covers a lot more 
space. His interest ranges 
from electric cars to space 
travel to blockchain tech­
nology. It’s very difficult to 
understand what he wants to 
achieve through Twitter.

A s far as a social media

outcome but he did not give links from these social media services. Secondly, he may platform is coneerned, cv-
a timeline. lo lhcir tweets. launch a native Twitter coin cryonc would want it to be a

Tw itter, w hich  is  th e  To answer he question o f  that users on the platform can less noisy place and far less
“town square" o f  the world whether Elon Musk should use for various purposes. He overw helm ed by the prcs-
whcrc people share informa- continue as the chicf cxccu- may bring the operative part ence o f  someone like Musk
lion, ideas, and opinions, is live  o f  Twitter, there are at o f  blockchain and web tech- who never refuses a chance
also the place where breaking least two schools o f  opin- nologics without explicitly to make news. Twitter users
news first breaks out. After its i°n- calling them as such. This is w ould want their tim e on
purchase by the 51-year-old First. Musk spent a for- something that very few out* social media to continue as
billionaire, Twitter is consis- tunc to buy Iwittcr and his side the domain o f  emerging before. They should be able

In  the latest. Musk got the Twitter accounts o f  some journalists who were covering Twitter, and by 
default Musk, suspended, evoking angry reactions from  different quarters, including European 

Union and the United Motions. In  yet another controversial decision, M usk has banned the use o f  
rival social media -  chiefly Faccbook and h is t o g r a m  — on i/s platform. Now, Twitter users can V add 

links from  these social media to their tweets.

tcntly in the news for what 
Musk has been up to.

First, the lay-off o f  Twitter 
employees saw nearly 90% 
o f  them being ousted within 
days o f  Musk taking control. 
Then, his plans to shore up 
revenues clashed with big 
advertisers, hitting Twitter’s 
revenues by as much as 90%. 
He som ehow  managed to 
bring the advertisers back to 
Twitter but the idea that his 
presence at Twitter can be 
inimical to its profitability 
became evident.

In the latest, Musk got 
the Twitter accounts o f  sonic 
journalists who were cover­
ing Twitter, and by default

bid camc ou. o f  the blue, 
leaving the entire Twitter 
community in >hock and awe. 
His ability to collect funds 
to close such a high-budget 
corporate buyout underscores 
his capability and determina­
tion. He has certainly not 
bought Twitter to let it run as 
it is. Musk n:ust have seen 
the potential of huge profits 
in buying Twitter for $44  
billion. It is new that he must 
try everything in his book to 
make Twitter live up to its 
potential and pay o ff  Musk’s 
risky bet in bu/ing it. For this 
reason. Musk must stay pul 
at the Twitter headquarters 
to introduce changes that he

technologies can understand. 
To bring these ideas into  
reality and to make them suc­
cessful, Twitter needs Musk 
as the chicf executive.

In the sccond possib il­
ity. can Musk get his plans 
implemented sitting outside 
the Twitter headquarters? 
It’s p ossib le... but! Apple 
not only survived but even 
thrived after the demise o f  its 
charismatic founder and CEO 
Steve Jobs. Apple Inc under 
the leadership o f  Tim Cook 
is tlx: world's most valuable 
com pany today. 11 years 
since Jobs left the world.

M usk's su ccessors can 
run Twitter better. But unlike

to chat with cach other and 
exchange ideas and opinions 
without the flux o f  the entire 
platform making one tec­
tonic shift to another. With 
Musk thcrc in the C E O ’s 
chair, the latter option is the 
only certainty. Can Musk 
let Twitter be Twitter, and 
refrain from trying to make 
it everything that he needs 
in his Bio?

As far as w c can gather, 
more than an entrepreneur 
Musk is a social junkie who 
can’t live outside ofTvvitter. 
It’s probable that he may 
spend more time at Twitter 
than at Tesla. SpaccX . or 
Ncuralink. (IPA Service)

State Reservation 
Policv

Editor.
With reference to the 

news item, "Turn State Res­
ervation Policy into Act: 
III TO to State Government" 
(b i December M , M U ) .  it 
is heartening to note the de­
cision o f  the Organisation to 
take legal action in case the 
Government dees not turn 
the Policy into an Act.

In this connection, the 
moot question arises, as to 
whether there is arty Act in 
any State o f  India which  
sp lits the reserved quota 
purposely earmarked for 
the backward community or 
tribe be it ST. SC or OIK-? 
Virtually, nowhere in India is 
the reserved quoia divided or 
bifurcated. The recent hike 
o f  the reservation for SC & 
ST categories in the State o f  
Karnataka as ublcd in the 
State Legislative Assembly  
(ST dated 21st December 
2022) did not s[>dl out that 
the quota be splii or be divid­
ed further despite thcrc being 
rich and poor, c Jucatcd and 
illiterate among cach re­
served category in that State. 
A s such, the reserved quota 
o f  80% for Meghalaya's ST 
cannot be split or bifurcated. 
There should be an open  
com petition for appoint­
ment to government jobs 
or for seats in educational

institutes. The bifurcation o f  
the reserved quota o f  80% 
between the Garo ST and 
Khasi-Jaintia ST is illegal 
and against the basic struc­
ture o f  the Constitution o f  
India. This should be done 
away with before the present 
Policy becomes an Act.

I he opinion o f  the MDC, 
Paul Lyngdoh not endorsing 
the bifurcation o f  the state 
but advocating for review o f  
the Reservation Policy that 
should be population-based 
(ST Decem ber 16. 2022). 
should be based as per the 
census 1972 for which the 
Garo deserved on ly  25%  
quota out o f  80% whereas the 
Khasi. Jaintia. Bhoi and War 
ctc. known as Hynniewtrep 
ST deserved 55%. As such, 
the shortfall o f  Hynniewtrep 
quota and excess o f  Garo 
quota needs to be adjusted 
w.c.f. 1972. As a result, an­
other Roster System needs 
to be review ed and com ­
piled afresh so that justice  
is meted out to deserving  
Hynniewtrep ST.

If the review and revamp 
o f  the existing Reservation 
Policy based on the above 
formula creates more com­
plications then I reiterate 
there is no alternative but to 
have a peaceful bifurcation 
o f  the State.

Yours ctc.
Svetlana Wankhar
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Mv pros to the 
cons of Christmas 
commercialization

Editor.
Christmas is the season 

o f  love, miracles and new 
beginnings. It marks the binh 
o f  Jesus Christ biblically. Our 
old Santa Claus and Rudolph 
the red-nosed reindeer is 
what instantly pops up when 
the word ''Christmas'* is 
heard. Wc tend to forget the 
real meaning o f  this season. 
Yes. o f  course, looking pre­
sentable docs boost our con­
fidence but what brings the 
soul at peace ( to me) is the 
art o f  forgiving and love.

This season tcachcs us the 
art o f  gift giving but it may as 
well imply that gift giving can 
be a way to reconcile with a 
loved one. Personally, I think 
words and actions are more 
effective compared to gift 
giving. This season brings 
warmth and happiness but 
it as well brings the urge to 
compare our homes. A home 
isn't supposed to be held on 
the pedestal o f  competition, 
rather it should be held close  
to our beans, a healthy cscapc 
from anything stressful.

As a grow ing a d o les ­
cent I've always expected  
gifts from my family during 
Christmas. I had to pause 
to realize how ungrateful I 
was. As I got. 1 wanted more 
just like how  one experi­
ences good times and craves

for more. I'm reaching the 
years where I will have the 
tendency to prioritize stud­
ies and peers before my day; 
ones which made me realize 
that I was growing dctachcd 
in a very ur heal thy way  
from my family. This season 
I wanted to lay emphasis on 
family time aid  try to bond 
more with my family mem­
bers despite he diffcrcncc  
in our mindsets and genera­
tional gap.

The other day. 1 went 
shopping with my mother for 
Christmas decors. The prices 
o f  these attractive ornaments 
came to my notice and oh it 
sure made me frown but the 
time I spent with my mother 
made buying tic decors a joy. 
It made me realize that being 
with a loved one can make 
even the darkest o f  tim es 
seem better.

This scascn, let us em ­
brace the art o f appreciating 
small things; let us better our 
humane instincts o f  empathy 
and compassion. Let us try 
to em body the energy o f  
Christmas. Let us be present 
for those who arc lonely and 
reconcile with our loved ones 
through actions and by com­
municating hcnestly.

Happy holidays may this 
season bring new oppor­
tunities and warmth in our 
lives and may w e spread the 
warmth present in our aura.

Yours etc..
Aftaah Nongmnv 

Via email

The COVID threat
Editor.
Evolution has oncc again 

triumphed as the eases o f  
the new strain from China 
have raised alarm in India 
and parts o f  the world. At 
some point wc have let our 
guards down, and this comes 
at a time o f  pre-Christmas 
celebratory mood across the 
world. While social gathering 
is  gaining momentum, fear 
should be the last to trickle 
into the psyche o f  the crowd, 
but neither should denial nor 
complacency mlc the roost. 
A s wc arc learning to live  
with the vims the need o f  the 
hour is proper surveillance, 
face masks, vaccines and 
following COVID appropri­
ate behav iour. Dr Jonathan 
Quick, in his book. 'The End 
o f  Epidemics,’ says proper 
communications, local en­
gagem ent and consistent  
readiness are some tools in 
the box to aid us in the fight 
against any lethal disease or 
pandemic.

Yours etc., 
Christopher Gatphoh.
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We have a right 
to good roads
Editor,
My family and I have been 

traveling between Shillong 
and our native v illage  at 
M awi«n under M awkyr- 
wat C&RD Block. SWKII.

umpteen lim es and it has 
never been a pleasant journey. 
Instead, it is  always a 5-6 
hour, bumpy and rough ride, 
to and fro.

W hereas, o ther p laces  
wc have visited like Sohra. 
Jowai. Khlichrial. Nongstoift, 
ctc.. have good to satisfac­
tory roads, the villages and 
residents o f  South West Khasi 
Hills seem to have been nc- 
glcctcd by the authorities in 
this aspect.

Through your esteem ed  
diiily. wc would like to urge 
the representatives o f  all con­
stituencies within the district 
and the C h ic f M inister to 
kindly work on the widening 

expansion o f  M awngap- 
Wciloi-Mawkyrwat road and 
the overall improvement o f  
road quality o f  the district so 
that the people o f  the region 
can travel comfortably. This 
would ease the transportation 
o f  goods and people and in 
turn lead to economic pros­
perity o f  the district.

Wc hope this new year, 
the people o f  the South West 
Khasi Hills District will be 
gifted with nothing less than 
a good state highway.

Yours etc..
J. Wanniang.
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Netaji Subhas Bose’s 
daughter worried about 

threat to India’s secular ethos
By Sankar Ray

Dr. Anita B ose  P faff, 
daughter o f  Nctaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and Emilic 
Schcnkl. has expressed her 
dism ay at the erosion o f  
secular values in India in the 
recent period and how her 
father had always fought for 
building India as a sccular 
state. In an interview at her 
home in Germany, Dr. Plaft' 
said “ I can talk about my 
father’s political and personal 
practices in this context. As I 
said earlier, the independent 
India that subhash Chandra 
dreamed o f  was a sccular 
state. But tic himself was a 
theist. religious man. This is 
very important. Religion is a 
private matter, but the state 
must be sccular.’

A ccord ing to her. the 
rights and Jignity o f  all citi­
zens must be protected. I f  it 
is not in ary country, then it
ik nad. The ̂ olilics o f  division
is against my father's political 
practice and ideology. When 
he look the risky submarine 
journey, he was accompanied 
by a Muslim. His last flight 
was also accompanied by a 
Muslim. There was no place 
for any religious salutation in 
the INA, only one salutation
—  Jai Hind. It is important 
to keep these words in mind. 
. she said.

Dr Bose Pfaff, was inter­
viewed by Arka Bhaduri o f  
Kolkala-bascd web daily Na- 
gorikdot net. She completed
80 years last Novcmbcr-cnd

this year by the Prime Min­
ister Narcndra Modi. She 
got the letter o f  invitation to 
attend it just five days before 
tlte inauguration. “I didn't go 
to the opening ceremony. 1 
also don't understand why 
September 8 w as chosen. 
Subhash Chandra Bose has 
nothing lo do with that date." 
However, she didn’t reveal 
the reasons for not coming 
over to Delhi to be thcrc on 
that day.

Dr Bose Pfaff made no 
bones o f  her chagrin towards 
a half-hearted recognition 
to her father and INA she 
thinks India's struggle for 
freedom was achieved by 
both non-violent and v io­
lent means "India's freedom  
struggle had two streams. 
One stream believed in non­
violent methods, the other an 
uncompromising struggle.
My father was the brightest 
representative o f  the sccond 
line. For many decades thcrc 
has been a propaganda that 
India's independence was 
due to non-violence. It's not 
right. Hie role o f  armed free­
dom fighters is also great. 
The historic struggle o f  Azad 
Hind Fauj under the leader­
ship o f  Subhash Chandra 
Bose w ill forever remain 
written in bright letters in the 
history o f  freedom struggle. 
During the trial o f  the revo­
lutionary' fighters o f  the INA 
in the Red Fort, the entire 
country was in an uproar dc-

had been a professor o f  eco­
nomics at the University o f  
Augsburg while her husband. 
Dr Martin Pfaff was a mem­
ber o f  German federal parlia­
ment. Bundestag, represent­
ing So/.ialdcm okratischc  
Partci D cutschlands (S o ­
cial D em ocratic Party o f  
Gcnnany).Shc was the first 
women's representative to 
the University o f  Augsburg.

While maintaining taci­
turnity, no being an Indian 
citizen , she couldn't hide 
her concern for India which 
she considers a s her ow n  
country, she said unhesitat­
ingly. "I want to say one more 
thing. Subhash Chandra Dose 
dreamed o f an independent, 
secular India. Religious dif­
ferences hid no place in his 
INA. His ideology is totally 
incompatible with commu­
nal politics. The politics o f  
religious segregation and 
the ideals o f Subhas Chandra 
Bose arc contradictory.

The daughter o f  the leader 
o f  the Indiin National Army 
reminded that 'the rights and 
dignity o f  all citizens must be 
protected. If it is not in any 
country, then it is sad. The 
polities o f  division is against 
my father's political practice 
and ideology". While taking 
the risky submarine journey 
thereafter he never returned 
to his wife and two-year old  
daughter, ‘he was accompa­
nied by a Muslim. His last 
flight was .ilso accompanied 
by a Muslim. There was no 
place for any religious salu­
tation in the INA. only one 
salutation — Jai Hind", she 
assertively pointed out.

She expressed her hap­
piness over the installation 
o f  a statue o f  her father as a 
patriot in New Delhi in placc 
o f  King George V. It was 
inaugurated on September 8

manding their release. They 
were one o f  the inspirations 
o f  the naval mutiny. More 
studies are needed on these  
issues," she said.

Reiterating that Nctaji 
was nota fascist, she stressed 
thatNctaji was a leftist. Al­
though not a communist, he 
was ’ideologically a Leftist. 
When Germany invaded the 
Soviet Union, “ my father 
felt very upset. Many o f  
his plans got hit as a result. 
The branches o f  the INA in 
Germany were under clear 
instructions to fight only  
against the British. As a re­
sult. they never went to fight
in Russia," she added

Defending Nctaji's seek­
ing o f  German help under 
the Nazi regime. Dr Bose  
Pfaff explained that realising 
the need for foreign aid in 
tlx: last stages o f  the freedom 
straggle, 'his first choice was 
the Soviet Union' but the 
latter didn't extended the 
helping hand “It is important 
to remember that he came to 
Gcnnany through the Soviet 
Union. But the situation was 
changing fast. The Soviet 
Union could not help him, 
neither did Amcrica,” she 
pointed out. There w ere  
other states but they were 
'neutral'. In such a situation, 
“my father took the help o f  
Gcnnany, Japan and Italy for 
the independence o f  India. 
Undoubtedly, taking help  
from these countries was not 
a 'great choice’ for him. But 
i f  w c look at history, we see  
that thcrc was no other way. 
He sought the help o f  Brit­
ain's enemy for India's inde­
pendence. At that particular 
time he had to take the ltclp 
o f  Britain's enemies*' the 
daughter o f  one o f  India's 
greatest freedom fighters 
argued. (IPA Service)
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Merry or scary? Santa's 'Ho ho ho' mirrors 
our own ambiguous relationship to laughter

H ere  it is  again: the m erry, fe s t iv e  C h ristm as  
se a so n  w ith its  g lit ter  b a lls , t in se l and the  
ty p ic a l “H o H o H o!" H o ld in g  on to  h is  red 

be lly , Santa grins and lau ghs at us from  everyw h ere. 
Like H allow een  pum pk ins and c lo w n s . Santa is  on e  
o f  ou r  m ost popular  cu ltu ra l sy m b o ls  a sso c ia ted  
w ith laughter. In fact. Father C hristm as, c lo w n s  and 
dem on ic  v e g g ie  v isa g e s  h ave  m ore in com m on  than 
you  m ight think! A nd our pop cu ltu re  d e p ic t io n s  
o f  S an ta 's laughter te ll us a lo t about the p itfa lls  
and p r om ises o:' hum our, and the not o b v io u s  lin k s  
b e tw e en  hum our and laughter.

S a n ta 's  lau ghter  is  o f te n  b e n ig n . In the 1970  
fan tasy  m usica l Santa C lau s Is C om in g  to Tow n, 
alm o st every  one o f  the j o l ly  g e n t ’s g o o d  d e e d s  is  
accom p an ied  with lau ghter , be it d istr ib u tin g  the  
to y s  to  ch ild ren  in the u n w elc o m in g  S om b ertow n  
or m eltin g  the heart o f  the W inter W arlock . The  
lau gh ter  thu s u n derscores the n icc n c ss  o f  S an ta 's  
ac tiv itie s  and adds a ch ccrfu l e lem en t to the g lo o m y  
urban and forest lan d scap es. S an ta 's lau gh ter  can  
a lso  be u sed  to im prove the ed u ca tio n a l sy stem  on  
M ars in the 1964 film  Santa C lau s C on q u ers the  
M artians.

T h e  su rreal 1959  M ex ic a n  fa n ta sy  film  Santa  
C lau s vs. the D evil is  an oth er  great e x a m p le . The  
f ilm , w h ic h  is  h ila r io u sly  o u trageou s from  tod ay 's  
p e r sp e c t iv e , sh o w s F ather  C h r istm as a s  a g ood -  
natured. chubby b loke w h o  liv e s  in  sp ace  and hardly  
says a w ord . W hether he peck s in to  ch ild ren 's  room s 
on  Earth through his c o sm ic  tc lc sc o p c  or  g iv e s  them  
kn ockout dru gs so  that he can  hand out his p resen ts  
un distu rb ed , h it  s o le  com m cn t and u n iversa l rea c ­
tion  to e very th in g  is  a ju ic y  “ H o ho ho!"

T h is fu ll-b ellied  " jo lly  old  gentlem an " m ight be a 
slacker 364  days a year, but h e ’s  g en era lly  p erccivcd  
as  a h arm less crcaturc. H is  lau gh ter  se em s to be  
in sep arab le  from the fe s t iv e  C hr istm as atm osp here  
and is  o n e  o f  the m ost im portant au d io  s tim u li in 
any h o lid a y  film . H ow ever , e v e n  the m ost g ood -  
natured c in em atic  Santa c a n 't  help  p la y in g  tricks  
on the d e v il and lau gh in g  h eartily  a s  they  su cc ee d .  
Thus he s ig n a ls  h a p p in e ss , but a lso  r ev e a ls  that he 
and h is laughter are not as harm less  as th ey  seem  
to be at th e  first s ig h t.

T H E  G L O O M IE R  S ID E  O F  S A N T A
In s to r ie s  w here  Santa is  a lau gh in g  k ille r  robot 

( e .g . ,  in th e  Futurama e p iso d e  “ X m as") or a crob ati­
c a lly . and in large num bers, a ttack s a s im p le  fam ily

m an p layed  by  A rn old  S ch w a r ze n e g g er  (J in g le  all 
the W ay), the not a lw a y s  ben ign  nature o f  S an ta 's  
lau gh ter  b c c o m c s  e v e n  m ore o b v io u s . U n lik e  in  
m any other c a se s ,  hum our and lau gh ter  here are  
not meant to fo s te r  s o c ia l c o h e s io n  and com m un ity  
sp ir it. They rather sig n a l the pow er on e  has o ver  
e n e m ie s , the m a lic io u s  en joym en t o f  the ir  fa ilu re s  
or e v en  an in te n t io n  to  k ill them .

In these e a se s . S an ta 's laughter  e c h o e s  the deadly  
lau gh ter  o f  Joker and o th er  co m ic  v illa in s ;  it is  a 
p s y ch o lo g ic a l w ea p o n , ye t an oth er  w a y  to  attack  
and d efea t. L au ghter  is  o f te n  a c co m p a n ied  w ith  
a g r in , in d  barring  the tee th  can  e a s i ly  b e com e  
th r ea ten in g  ( “sm ilin g "  H a llo w e e n  p u m p k in s do  
g iv e  us sh iv er s!) . In fa c t , th ese  m a lic io u s ly  la u g h ­
ing m onsters can su rface  before  C h r istm as , add in g  
a frigh ten in g  layer  to  th is  h o lid ay . Tim  B u rto n 's 
N ightm are B e fo re  C h r istm as illu s tra te s  h ow  e v i l  
creatu res m ight try to h ijack  C h ristm as in c lu d ­
ing h ijack in g  S a n ta 's  lau gh ter , w h ic h  is  c lea r ly  
r ec o g n isa b le  but so u n d s a ll th e  m ore scary  w hen  
w e  hear it from  a P um pkin K ing S k c llin g to n . Su ch  
lau gh ter  has no c o n n c c tio n  to hum our and c o m c s  
rather c lo ser  to the risus sard on icu s.

T h e  d iffe re n t  sh a d e s o f  S a n ta ’s lau gh ter  m ir . 
ror the var iou s r o les  that lau ghter  p lays in  human  
so c ie t ie s .  It can  rep resen t and p rovid e en joym en t  
but it can a lso  have a darker s id e : w hen lau gh in g  
at som eon e  (a s  o p p o se d  to w ith  them ), w c  c x c lu d e  
them  from the group , h u m ilia te  and den igra te  them . 
L aughter  can  s ig n a l a g r ee m e n t , em b a rr a ssm en t,  
su p erior ity , a g g r ess io n  and p ara d o x ica lly , these  
f e e l in g s  can  be m ixed  a l l  to g e th e r  in  the s in g le  
utterance o f  laughter . T h us there is  no d e a r  lin e  
b e tw e en  m erry and scary in our laughter.

Just I ke S an tas and m o n sters, w'c en jo y  the a m ­
b ig u ity  o f  our lau gh ter  and know  that so m etim es  it  
can  t e ll  m uch m ore than a thou sand  w ord s.

Laughter is  o fte n  t ig h tly  c o n n e c te d  to hum our, 
but it is  jv e n  stron ger con n c c tc d  to  human rela tio n ­
sh ip s . The tim e  and c o n tex t  o f  our lau ghter  or, 
on the contrary, our u n lau ghtcr  w hen w e w ant to 
sh o w  e x p lic it ly  that w c  arc not am used  -  arc a lso  
o f  cru cia l im p ortance.

So  keep an e y e  on  you r  Santa th is  w ee k e n d  and  
w atch  o j i  i f  he is  a ben ign  "H o Ho H o !” dude or  
a s id e -sp lit t in g  Joker Santa. A nd as you  lau gh  at 
or w ith  lim , think o f  h ow  m uch your lau gh ter  can  
m ean to y o u  and the p e o p le  around you.

(T h e  C o n v e r sa tio n )

EkWomen launches 
first podcast series

N ew  a g e  d i g i t a l  e n te r ta in m e n t  and  
te c h n o lo g y  c o m p a n y  J c tS y n t h c s y s  
a lo n g  w ith W arner M u sic  In dia  and 
S p o tify  has lau nched  E kW om en’s  firs t  p o d ­

cast s e r ie s  that enthralls lis te n e rs  w ith  heart­
w arm in g  s to r ie s  o f  in sp ir in g  S ou th  A sian  
or ig in  w om en . T he se r ie s  is  c o n c e iv e d  and  
produ ced  by M edha Jaish ank ar ( fo r m e r ly  at 
BBC W orld and R c lia n c e  E n terta in m en t) and 
host M onika Patel (M id day, U p p ercrust, and  
Jc tS y n th c sy s' D aily  H in du ism  v id eo  sc r ie s )  
alo n g  w ith  Sh ccta l B ap at, H ead • S o c ia l Im ­
pact. Jc tS yn th csys. The pod cast launch w as  
celebrated  in P in e , yesterd ay , in  the presen ce  
o f  Anu A ga, B o llyw ood  choreograph er Rujuta 
V aidya. Jc tS y n th c sy s Founder Rajan N avani. 
Sum an T ai. and A lpan a K irlosk ar. b u s in e s s ­
w om an U m a G in e s h , author Sudha M cn on , 
fo o d  con su ltan t K aren A nand am on g  o ther  
w ell-k n o w n  w om en.

A g lo b a l  p o d c a s t in g , n e t w o r k in g , and  
m en tor in g  space for  w om en , EkW om en w ill 
feature  u p lift in g  s to r ie s  about th e  s tru g g le s  
and su c c e s s e s  o f  in te r v ie w e e s  lik e  c e le b r ity  
C h o f M aneet C hauhon , S h o lin i Vadhera so  
ria l en tre p r en eu r  and  fo u n d e r  o f  c o s m c t-  
ic s  firm  G lob al G o d d e ss  B eauty; Sh ah ccn  
M isir i - C EO  or'Tcach for  India and foun der

o f  A kan ksh a. P ayal K adakia • fou n d er  and 
e x e c u t iv e  chairm an o f  C la ss  Pass: Yoga Guru 
Ira T r ived i; a w ard -w in n in g  author Chitra Ba- 
n erjee  D ivakaruni; S ecm a  A nand - story te ller  
and m y th o lo g is t;  B o lly w o o d  ch orcograp h c' 
Rujuta V aidya  and a w a rd -w in n in g  s c ie n c e  
jo u r n a lis t  B ija l T r iv ed i, am on g  o thers.

T alk in g  about the lau n ch . Rajan N avani, 
C EO  and Founder. Jc tS yn th csys said: "Wc are 
happy to launch JctSynthcsys* EkW omen p od­
cast w ith  W arner M usic  India. D iv e rs ity  and 
in c lu s io n  arc the key fo cu s  areas under Jet 
S o c ia l Im pact w here  w e aim  to s c a le  im pac: 
through enterpr ise  and in n ova tion . EkW omen  
is  a g lo b a l s iste rh o o d  p latform  for  w om en  to 
in sp ire  and ge t in sp ired . I a p p rec ia te  Medha  
and M onika's v is io n  in b rin g in g  this idea to 
l i f e .  We look  forw ard to se e in g  the resp onse  
the  e p iso d e s  w il l  be r ec e iv in g  and w e hope  
they  p rovid e so m e  th ou g h t-p ro v o k in g  ta k e ­
a w a y s  for  all."

L ead in g  the in it ia tiv e . M edha Jaishankar. 
P rod ucer . E k W om en. sa id . "I h a v e  a lw a y s  
been  an ardent supp orter  o f  w om en  e m p o w ­
erm ent and w an ted  to brin g  to the forefront  
s to r ies  o f  their s tr u g g le s  and su c c e s s  s o  they 
reach a larger  a u d ie n c e . M onik a  and 1 are 
happy the p od cast is  n ow  a liv e  and gratefu l

for the support o f  Rajan. S h cc ta l. Warner M u­
s ic  India. S p o tify . and a ll our in te rv iew ee s . I 
hop e  the au d ie n c e  e n jo y s  the c o n v e rsa t io n s  
as m uch a s  w c  did."

"A s a com m u n ity . EkW om en se ek s  to  e m ­
pow er and m entor w om en , and in sp ire  o thers  
to fo llo w  the ir  o w n  path to su c c e s s .  T he proj­
ect en ab led  us to con n c c t w ith  d iv er se  South  
A sia n  w om en  and hear th e ir  m o tiv a tio n a l  
s to r ie s .  Wc arc e x c ite d  to sh are  their e x p e r i­
e n c e s  w ith p e o p le  a c ro ss  the g lo b e  and hop e  
lis te n e rs  f in d  the s to r ie s  as in te re st in g  a s w c  
d id  w h ile  rec o rd in g  them ." a d d ed  M onika  
P atel, H ost, o f  E k w om cn.

S h cc ta l B ap at. H ead - o f  S o c ia l Im pact. 
J c tS y n th c sy s  sa id : "It is  an hon our to be a 
part o f  th is  team  and be a b le  to share su ch  
in s ig h tfu l c o n v e rsa t io n s  w ith  the w o rld . At 
Jet S o c ia l Im pact on e  o f  our g o a ls  has a lw a y s  
been  to create  s o c ia l netw ork s and co m m u n i­
t ie s  to  sh ift  n arratives and c rea te  an im pact  
and th is  is ju st  the right step  in that d irection .  
I hope the au d ie n c e  a lso  fin d s so m eth in g  that 
they can relate  to in th e se  s to r ie s  le a d in g  to
fe e lin g  in sp ired  and c n cou raged  to str ive  to 
do  b igger  th in gs."

T h e pod cast can be stream ed on S p o t ify . 
O A N S life )

Cooking up a storm 
with Gary Mehigan

R
c n o w n c d  fo r  b e in g  o n e  s e r ie s  c a l le d  " P la te  o f  O rig in "  
o f  th e  o r ig in a l ju d g e s  o f  w h ic h  w ill  launch la ter  in 2 0 2 0 .

a lo n g s id e  M att and M anu F c ild c l.  
But there  is  m ore to G ary, than  
t e le v is io n  and fo o d , so  2 y e a rs  
ago  he started h is ow n P odcast s c ­
r ies . "A P late  to c a ll H om e." T he  
sc r ie s  w as o n e  o f  the first or ig inal 
se r ie s  for  P od cast O n e A ustra lia .

th e  h ig h ly  r a ted  t c lc v i  
io n  sh o w . M a stc r C h e f  A ustra­

l ia .  c e le b r it y  M a s tc r c h e f  G ary  
M ch ig cn  is  no stran ger  io food  
e n th u s ia sts .

T h e  C h am b ers at Taj M ah a l, 
N ew  D e lh i. In d ia 's very  first ex
e lu s iv e  b u s in ess  c lu b , presen ted  w hen th ey  first lau n ch ed  in A us-
R e n d e z v o u s  w ith  C h e f  G a r y  
M eh igan  in  the n a tion al cap ita l.  
T h e  c e le b r a te d  c h e f  cre a te d  an

tra lia . and he has in te rv iew ed  an 
array o f  in te re st in g  C h e fs , F o o d ­
ie s  and F ood P rod ucers, from  all

e x q u is ite  gastron om ic  cxp c ric n c c  w a lk s o f  life .
Born and brought up in  the UK, 

in  a li t t le  p la cc  c a lle d  M ayling  
i c o n ic  lan d m ark  h o te l lo c a te d  Islan d on the South C oast o f  Eng- 
in Lu tyens' D elh i - the heart o f  lan d , h is D ad w as an E n g in eer , 
th e  In dian c a p ita l,  sy n o a y m o u s  M um an artist and grandfather  a 
w ith  r e n o w n e d , t im e le s s  c h e f  and teacher. Gary marks
e x p e r ie n c e s  and unpar- the tw o  M ich e lin  starred

r esta u r a n ts  that w ere  
he m o s t  fo r m a tiv e  
in h is  e a r ly  career , 
a s  T h e  C o n n au gh t  
H otel under M ich el 
B ou rd an  w h e re  he 
w ork ed for a lm o st 4 

y ears and Lc S o u ffle  
Jt T h e  H y d e  P a r k

a llc lc d  h o sp ita lity  for  
o v e r  fo u r  g lo r io u s  
d c c ad cs.

A t th e  b e s p o k e  
e v e n in g , patrons o f  
the c h e f  w ere  treat­
e d  to  a f iv e  course  
e p ic u r e a n  o d y s s e y  
o f  s ig n a tu r e  A s ia i  
f la v o u r s  c r e a tc d  by ^  In tercontin en ta l under
th e  M a stc rc h e f  h im se lf , P eter  K rom bcrg.
th o u g h tfu lly  paired w ith  a He m oved  to A ustra lia  in
se le c t io n  o f  f in e  b ev e ra g e s. 1991 w here he w ork ed  at Burh-

G ary sa y s  he fe e ls  b lessed  in  nam  B e c c h c s , B row n s R estaurant  
his career , as it has a llow ed  him and  S o f i t c l  M e lb o u r n e  b e fo r e  
to  travel, in d u lge  h is p a s sh n s  and v e n tu r in g  in to  b u s in e s s  at the  
m eet so m e  ex traord inary  p eop le , a g e  o f  31 . He then started  F cn ix  
H e is  c a p t iv a t e d  by  b e a u t if u l  R estaurant, 
produ ce and h as a la stin g  adm i- y ears and 12 s c r ie s  later. Gary  
ration  for  the p e o p le  w ho grow , b e cam e part o f  ou r  d a ily  v ie w -  
rear and c raft w o n d er fu l th in g s  in g , w hen it c o m c s  to food . M as-  
t r e a t in g  c a c h  in g r e d ie n t  w ith  ter C h ef A ustra lia  s c r ie s  2  w a s  the

p a le tte  w h ile  in trod u cin g  South has in sp ired  a new  g e n era tion  o f  
E ast A s ia n  in sp ir e d  d e l ic a c i e s  y o u n g  c o o k s  to em b race fo o d  and  
se rv e d  as b e a u tifu l ly  p lated f in e  c o o k in g .
d in e  c u is in e .

G ary has b een  part o f  tc lc v i-
On what he cook ed  for R en d ez­

vo u s . Gary said: "They got a taste
sio n  s in c c  1997 . S in c e  then he has o f  what I'm e n jo y in g  e a tin g  right  
been  an in tegral part o f  sh ew s lik e  now , w hat I'm c o o k in g  regu larly  
B o v s  W eek en d and o f  c o jr s c  12 at hom e Sou th-E ast A sian  c u isin e .
years o f  M astcrch ef A ustralia . Ju­
nior M astcrch ef. M astcrch ef A ll­

tars and C e le b r ity  M astcrch ef.

I lo v e  d is h e s  n o o d le s  and  bar- 
beque ch ic k e n . I lo v e  to cat a very  

im p lc  lam b sa la d  put to g e th e r
G a r y 's  T V  a u d ie n c e  s t r e tc h e s  w ith  so m e  fresh  v e g e ta b le s , 
around the g lo b e , and his s e r ie s  R en d ezvou s w as a lit t le  sn apsh ot
Far F lu ng and M a sters o f  T aste, 
h ave w e ll and tru ly cem en ted  him

o f  w hat I lo v e  e a tin g . It's lik e  a 
keem a pao . w ith  so m e  M alaysian

a s o n e  o f  the m ost w atched  T V  c u rry  m ad e  o f  ja c k fr u i t ,  grea t
C h e fs  in history . m ango peanut sa lad . Wc cook ed

G ary r e c e n tly  m o v e d  to  th e  f ish  and praw ns w ith  sa u c e s  and
S e v e n  N e tw o r k  in  A u s t r a l ia ,  p ic k le s ,  so  th ere  w as a m ix  o f
w here he has the op p ortu nity  to h o m e  in g r e d ie n t s  an d  w c kept
d e v e lo p  n ew  sh o w s w ith his m ate the heat up to im press th e  Indian
M att P reston , and host a new  TV palette."  ( lA N S I i fe )
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Our ancestor’s pets

C a ts  had a bad rep utation  in 
the m iddle ag e s . Their pre­
su m ed links w ith paganism  

and w itch cra ft m eant th ey  w ere  
o fte n  treated w ith su sp ic io n .

B ut d e sp ite  .heir  a s s o c ia t io n
w ith the su pern atu ral, m ed ieva l 
m a n u sc r ip ts  sh o w c a se  su r p r is ­
in g ly  p la y fu l im ages o f  our furry  
friend s.

From  th e se  (o ften  very  fun ny)  
p o r tr a y a ls ,  w e c a n  le a rn  a lo t  
about m ed iev a l a ttitu d es tow ards  
c a ts  - not lea st that they w ere  a 
cen tra l f ix ture  o f  d a ily  m ed iev a l 
l if e . In the m idd le  a g e s , men and  
w om en  w ere  o f lcn  id en tifie d  by  
the a n im a ls  the* kept.

P et m o n k e y s , fo r  e x a m p le ,  
w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  e x o t i c  an d  a 
s ig n  that the ow ner w as w ealth y , 
b ecau se  th ey  lu d  b e e n  im ported  
from  d istan t lands.

P ets  b e c a m e  part o f  th e  p er ­
so n a l id en tity  o f  the nob ility .

K e e p in g  an an im a l th a t w a s  
la v ish e d  w ith  atten tion , a ffe c t io n  
and h ig h -q u a lity  fo o d  in  return  
for  no fun ction*! p u rp ose  - o ther

than c o m p a n io n sh ip  - s ig n if ie d  
h igh  sta tu s.

It w as not unusual for high-sta- 
tus m en and w om en  in the m idd le  
a g e s  to  have  the ir  portrait c o m ­
p le ted  in  the com p an y  o f  a pet, 
m ost c o m m o n ly  c a ts  and d o g s , to 
s ig n ify  the ir  e le v a te d  statu s.

It is  c o m m on p lace  to s e c  im ­
a g e s  o f  c a ts  in ic o n o g r a p h y  o f  
fea sts  and o ther  d o m e stic  sp a cc s . 
w h ic h  a p p e a r s  to  r e f le c t  th e ir  
s ta tu s a s  a pet in  the m ed iev a l 
h ou seh o ld .

In P ietro  L orcn zetti's Last Su p­
per (a b o v e ),  a cat s it s  by the fire  
w h ile  a sm a ll d o g  lic k s  a p late  o f  
le fto v e r s  on the ground.

T he ca t and d o g  p lay  no narra­
t iv e  r o le  in the s c e n e , but instead  
s ig n a l to the v ie w er  that th is  is a 
d o m e stic  sp a cc .

S im ilarly , in the m in iatu re  o f  a 
D utch  B o o k  o f  H ours (a com m on  
type o f  prayer book  in the m idd le  
a g e s  that m arked the d iv is io n s  o f  
the day  w ith  sp e c if ic  prayers), a 
man and w om an feature  in a c o sy  
h o u s e h o ld  s c e n e  w h i l e  a w e l l

look ed -a fter  cat gaze* on  from  the  
bottom  le ft-h a n d  corner.

A g a in , the cat is  not the cen tre  
o f  the im age  nor the fo cu s  o f  the  
c o m p o s it io n , but it is  a c ce p ted  in  
th is  m ed iev a l dom estic  sp ace .

Just lik e  today , m ed ieval fa m i­
lie s  g a v e  their  c a ts  nam es.

A 13th-century  ca t in  B ea u lieu  
A b b ey , for e x a m p le , w as c a llc d  
" M ite ” a c c o r d in g  to th e  g r ee n  
ink le tte r in g  that appears a b o v e  a 
d o o d le  o f  sa id  cat in  the m argin s  
o f  a m ed iev a l m anuscript.

R o y a l t r e a tm e n t  C a ts  w er e  
w e l l  c ared  for  in  the m ed iev a l 
h o u se h o ld . In the early  13th c e n ­
tury. there  is  m ention in the a c ­
c o u n ts  for  the m anor at C uxham  
( O x f o r d s h ir e )  o f  c h e e s e  b e in g  
bou ght for a c a t. w hich su g g e s ts  
that they  w ere  not left to fen d  for 
th e m se lv e s .

In fa c t , the 14th-century qu een  
o f  F ran ce . Isab cau  o f  B a v a r ia , 
spent e x c e s s iv e  am ounts o f  m on­
e y  on a c c e s so r ie s  for her pets.

In 1 3 8 7 , sh e  c o m m issio n e d  a 
c o lla r  e m b ro id er ed  w ith  p e a r ls

and fa sten ed  by a g o ld  b u ck le  for  
her pet sq u irrel.

In 1406 , bright green  c lo th  w as  
bou ght to m ake a sp e c ia l co v er  
for her cat. C a ts  w ere  a lso  c o m ­
m on c o m p a n io n s  fo r  s c h o la r s ,  
and e u lo g ie s  abou t c a ts  w ere  not 
u n com m on in th e  16th cen tu ry .

In on e  poem , a cat is  d escrib ed  
as a s c h o la r 's  lig h t and dearest  
co m p an ion .

E u lo g ie s  such as th is  su g g est  
a s tron g  em o tio n a l a ttachm en t to  
pet c a ts , and sh o w  how  ca ts  not 
on ly  ch eered  up their m asters but 
p r o v id ed  w e lc o m e  d is tr a c t io n s  
from  the hard m en ta l c r a f t  o f  
read ing  and w ritin g .

C ats are found in ab u n d an ce  
as a s ta tu s sym b o l in  m ed iev a l 
r e lig io u s  sp a ce s . T h ere  are lo ts  
o f  m ed ieva l m anu scrip ts that fea ­
ture. for e x a m p le , illu m in a tio n s  
( sm a ll im a g es ) o f  nu ns w ith  ca ts , 
a nd  c a ts  f r e q u e n tly  a p p ea r  a s  
d o o d le s  in the m argin s o f  B ook s

o f  H ours.
But there is  a ls o  much c r it i ­

c ism  abou t th e  k eep in g  o f  c a ts  in 
m ed iev a l serm on literature.

T h e  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l is h  
p r e a c h e r  Jo h n  B rom yard  c o n ­
s id er ed  them  u s e le s s  and o v e r ­
fed  a c c e s s o r ie s  o f  the rich that 
b e n e f ite d  w h ile  the poo* w en t  
hungry.

C ats arc a lso  recorded at b e in g  
a sso c ia ted  w ith the d e v il.

Th eir  stea lth  and cunning w hen  
huntin g  for m ic e  w as adm ired - 
but th is  d id  not a lw a y s  translate  
in to  q u a lit ie s  d esir a b le  for c o m ­
pan ion sh ip .

T h ese  a s so c ia t io n s  le d  to the  
k illin g  o f  so m e  c a ts , w hich  had  
d e tr im e n ta l e f f e c t s  du rin g  th e  
B lack  D ea th  and  o th e r  m id d le  
age  p la g u e s, w hen m ore cats m ay 
h a v e  red u c ed  f le a - in fe s t e d  rat 
pop u la tion s.

B e ca u se  o f  th e se  a sso c ia t io n s ,  
m any th ou gh t that c a ts  kad no

p lace  in the sacred  sp a cc s  o f  re­
lig io u s  orders.

T h er e  d o  n o t  s e e m  to  h a v e  
been  an y  form al ru les , h ow ever , 
sta tin g  that m em bers o f  r e lig io u s  
c o m m u n it ie s  w e r e  n ot a l lo w e d  
to keep  ca ts  - and the co n sta n t  
cr it ic ism  o f  the prac tice  perhaps 
su g g ests  that pe t c a ts  w ere  c o m ­
m on.

Even i f  th ey  w ere  not a lw a y s  
co n sid er ed  as so c ia l ly  a c ccp tab le  
in  r e l ig io u s  c o m m u n it ie s ,  c a ts  
w e r e  s t i l l  c le a r ly  w e l l  lo o k e d  
after. T h is  is  ev id e n t in the p la y ­
fu l im a g e s  w e  s e e  o f  th em  in 
m o n aster ies .

For the m ost part, c a ts  w ere  
q u ite  at h o m e  in the m e d ie v a l  
h o u s e h o ld . A nd a s  th e ir  p la y ­
ful d e p ic t io n  in m any m ed ieva l 
m an u scr ip ts  and artw ork m akes 
c le a r , ou r  m e d ie v a l a n c e s to r s '  
r e la tio n sh ip s  w ith  th e se  an im a ls  
w er e  not too  d iffe re n t from  our  
ow n . ( T h e  C o n v e r s a t io n )

‘Star - G azing’
B y Pt. A ja i Bhambl Sunday, DECEMBER 25, 2022

'Birthday Forecast'
Moon scirtite Juptloron your sdar return chart. Time is gainM. It e totally 
suiaNe. You vrtl cross an the hunJos with your self confidence Obstacles 
wl gel removed You (aco the chalenges with courage. You* time wll 
be spent fabulously. Efforts and hard work wl give you favorable results. 
You will make mpossble work possible through your creative latent. You 
wl got good jotvbusiress offers. You wll gain m money matters. You wil 
also do business and work wth sincerity and senousness Your powerand 
status in sooety wtl ncroase. Roslienco and fondness in business wll 
be beneficial to you. financial situasons wl be favorable. Your marriage 
could get faatzed. A<isp*oous functions will keep taking place. You wil 
plan to go out of station wth your family.

'This week for you'
Aries : (March 21 • A*il 20) You wil earn well. Your efforts w« pay off 

in thu direct«xi You will witness growth in your busi- 
ness Vou w»n also enjoy stabiliy <n your Job. You wl bo 
able to frnesh your work in tmo This wl give you tot of 
respetf and fame. You will atso have expansion plans m 
your business and you wl work m partnership. Timo wil 
be favorablo for you. There wil be sweetness in marital 
retoticns. You will be very busy with your home at lairs too. 
Don't tell your business secrets to any person. Students 
wll perform well. You win also got adn»ss*on in insMtAes 
of you own choice Husband and wfe wil share wonder­
ful bonding. Marriage of a family member wil get fixed 
an of a sudden.

Taurus: (April 21 - Miy 21)Youwl have moneygains. You wl also be 
kept busy «  your work and it wil be a M difficult for you 

r  to gv* lime to your family. Bui still you wii cry to take out 
C tmo for yourself and bo with your famly This wil boost 

your ssif confidence and also make you very happy. You 
wii bt able to complete your work ail wil be on target 

** * Your bosses wll oraisevou to the skv. Some persons may 
be je<tous of you as a result. Conoentrate just on your 
goals . You wil reach your dossnat ion You wil have such 
ccnfictonco m your own afrMtes that you wtl (inisti your 
work much ahead of others. You wil have no shortage of 
money, and wil buy expensive items for your famly. 

Gemini: (May 22 • Jur* 21) Tho time is suitable to start new projects. You 
wil have tot of money gaining days. Your health wil also 
bo at is best. You will gam lot ol experience by two ways.

\ » ® /  Through your nterac&ons with people and do«*g ffiings on 
K  f  your cayi. You wil happily watch thmgs unfolding in your 

favor. The will help you to mow ahead. You wil avoid 
any quarrete wfth ycur coleagues and neighbors. You wil 
share wonderful bending wMl your We partner and famly 
memters. You wll have the curiously to learn and doing 
somelting new. You will be happy with your own people. 
Peaa and harmony win pre vai r  family relations 

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) T he time ts |ust right to do thngsm your own 
ways and manners. Your performance « tho interviews/ 
exams wil be upto the mark and as expected of you. 
You wil be tension Iree. The Ume is also favoring you 
so is your luck which is on your side. You will have new 
work *ans for business and expanston. Your income 
wil abo rise. You wil have your own days of success. 
You wii have money m finishing your works you want to. 
New members will be added to the famly. Auspaccus 
functnns wil lake pace. You wil finish your work with 
cnthunasm, exoiement and tot of hope. Your partner wil 
support you al) along.

Leo : (July 23 - August 23) N wll turn art to be a wonderful week.
Stodcnis w*l concentrate on studies and wil got good 

_ results Your business activities wii speed up You wil 
C have no tensions about your ftAiro You wil also have 

^ ^ ^ )  no shortage ot funds You wil buy tot of lems tor your 
house hold needs. You will move forward *i your life. You 

J J  wii tw o  the blessings of your semors/eWers. You wil 
also have tho support of your loved ones, You wil enjoy 
their company a lot Ycur friends wll also support you. 
You wl make new investments. Your children wil be a 
cause of de*ght lot you.

Virgo : (August 24 - September 22) Tho time wil be in your favor. A 
problem or two here and there wl not make too much 
difference for you. You will plan out things to your per- 

I J L /  fectioa. You will atso fineh your plans very effectively 
'1 9 ,- , koepbg in mod interests of others. Your bosses expect 

/  a tot fom you and you wit not disappoint anyone You 
may Ik o  money problems to start with but things wil

be « your favor pretty soon. Students wll concentrate 
on ther studies. You wil havo tho cooperation of your 
famiy members Your spousê partner wil get along with 
you very well. After getting success m your work all your 
tensions and problems wil be a thing ot *e post. You wll 
get victory in legal battles.

Libra :(Scptember23-October 23)Yourris«>g expenses which wil crop 
up suddenly will be a cause of concern fx you you just 
noed to remain focused and get along v»i the thngs 
Keepog your financial conoson in mind you wll talk to 
your family members to curtail unncoesiary expenses 
Sweet and sour experiences wl be usefjl m future. You 
wil atso have to understand this fact voy well ffiat our 
dosros and endtess and there is no end Government 
employees wil put tot of hard work and labor and comtfelo 
their work n time You can also plana busivess tnp. Travel 
wil bo smooth, You win also plan to start»new business 
wi*i your partners. You will also meet lot ot new persons 
connected to your work.

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22) You wil make impossible work 
possible through your talent, creatwely and dedication 
You wil also get tot of appreciation for t. You will also 
get success in love affaire. You can atso get promoted m

y
your job,business. You will also make rww fiiends. You 
wtl a bo be socially actwe. And interact wti lot of people 
Those whoare npofctcs. mo&a. sports arc) entertainment 
industry wil do very well and also gel let of name and 
fame. Some misunderstanding that yotj had with your 
partner wit gel removed. Your long standing work thai 
was struck up wil get completed You vmi havo growth 
m your business. Legal matters will get resolved. You wil 
also sotve property deputes.

Sagittarius : (November 23 • Oecember 21) Money and ><ea»i wil keep 
coming, you wii nave finanoai ga»ns it is time of great 
pro&sinyourbusiness. You willdoweuinyour profession 
Thoso who wore ptonnng a tob change and were m two 
rnnds about it can now take an approfxialjdeoston Your 
income wil rise. Hence you can invest it n a good place 
You wil also get along very wel wi*i your ife partner. He.1 
she may disagree with you on a maaer or two. But that 
wil not bother you much. You wU have <pprohonsion m 
your mind about your image coming under a doud at your 
workplace But your fears are unfounded 

Capricorn: (Oecember 22 • January 20) You need to team some lessor's 
from metakes made by you. it is time to move ahead m 
your life. Your past should not hold you back. Your deswes 
wil gel fulfilled. However, you wil have to take care ol 
your finances Moving forward with expenenoed people 
wil prove lo be helpful for you You will *lso get a good 

V H l  jobi'business oiler, You wtl make change} to your way ol 
M  / /  working. You wH keep your bosses happy. You wil atso 

work hard to manage your house and famly. Your life wil 
be back on track. You wil wtness tensions n your family 
ties but you wH solve them. Some person may help you 
when you need it most. Those who an  single will get 
marriage proposals 

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18) Your work loaJ wii increase 
You will also bo put under lot of pres sura and may feel 
some tensions too. But you wil keep wwking hard and

•  come out winner. Don't allow any opporunity sip out o'.
your hands. Poople wil appreoatc and recogi»«> your 
talent and abitty. You wil also come in covtact with some 

“  mlluentialantlprominentpersons.Theywillhelpyouatol
You wil also have ga«s in your busnos*. You will make 
profits out of property deals, Your relaWnslvp with as­
sociates and partners wii mpcove. Yotx proposals will be 
accepted at your workplace. You wH connect with people 
very well Your heart and mnd are fixed on a piece ol 
work, you wil not rest untl your complete it 

Pisces: (February 19- March 20) Some guests wilarriva at your home 
Students wll also concentrate My on the* studies, There 
willbe favorable conditonsm busnessor|<b. You wit make 
best use oi opportunities that are presented to you. By 
Gods grace your work wil also get finished in lime. Oon t 
give importance to people who are yeatous of you. You 
wn havo the support ot your family. You irtl afeo explore 
now areas of business and plan a major expansion. You 
wil meet new people andexchangeyourviews w*h them 
You will also meet some promnent personality

115th National Day in the 
Kingdom of Happiness

O n D ecem b er  I 7 . 2 0 2 2 . the K ingdom  o f  B hu­
tan gathered  to  com m em orate  its  115th N a­
t ion a l D ay. A ll B h u tan ese  take great d e lig h t  
in c e le b r a tin g  the cou n tr y ’s N ation a l D ay. w h ich  is  

a s ig n if ic a n t  annual e v en t. T he prim ary e v en t th is  
year w as h o s te d  in  T h im p h u , the c a p ita l c ity  o f  
B hutan, w h ile  ce le b r a tio n s w ere held a ll around the 
nation (and e v en  to B h u tan ese  liv in g  o v e r se a s).

T he N ation a l D ay  is  cele b r a te d  in com m em ora­
tion  o f  the coro n a tio n  o f  the first k ing  o f  B hutan, 
G on gsar U g y cn  W angchu ck . on th is  day in 1907. 
B hutan has n e ver  been  e o lo n iz e d  in  its  h isto r y , 
and on D ecem b er  17. 1 9 0 7 . th e  cou n try  w a s  un ited  
as on e  n ation  under on e  lead ersh ip  in  the form  o f  
(he m onarchy. B h utanese  p e o p le  lo v e  their K in g, 
and the m onarch y e n jo y s  m uch d e se rv e d  resp ect in 
the H im alayan  k ingd om . Bhutan h as been  b lesse d  
w ith the extraord inary  and v is io n ­
ary le a d e rsh ip  o f  the W angchuck  
D ynasty .

The m ajor p o l ic i e s  o f  B h utan  
h ave  a lw a y s  b e e n  g u id e d  by  the 
v is io n  o f  The K in g s w ho have and  
c o n tin u e  to w ork t ir e le s s ly  to e n ­
sure the c ou n try ’s p e a c e , p rosp er­
ity  and h ap p in ess o f  i t s  c it iz c n s .
T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  
the K in g d o m  o f  B h u tan , n a m e ly  
'G ross N ation a l H appiness* is  a lso  
o n e  the le g a c ie s  o f  the M onarchy, 
in tr o d u c e d  by  H is  M a je s ty  the  
Fourth K in g  and is  a im ed  tow ards 
s u s ta in a b le  and b a la n c ed  d e v e l ­
opm ent that is  in teg ra l to  so c ia l ,  
e co n o m ic  and c u ltu ra l w e l lb e in g  
o f  the nation  and its p e o p le .

S im ila r ly . His M a jesty  th e  Fourth K ing a lso  had 
a v is io n  for  th e  n a t io n 's  to u r ist  s tra teg y . W hen  
B h utan  f ir s t  o p e n e d  its  d o o r s  to  to u r ism  in the  
1 9 7 0 s, the n a tio n  m ade a c o n sc io u s  and d e lib e r ­
ate  d e c is io n  to pu rsue "H igh V alue . Low V olum e"  
tourism . Ir o n ic a lly , it w a s a lso  a m om ent w hen  the 
g lob a l e co n o m y  w as stru g g lin g . A s a resu lt o f  th is  
v is io n a r y  program m e, w h ich  is  now  adm ired and 
v alu ed  by m any p e o p le  around the w orld . Bhutan  
now  has a s tron g  "Brand Bhutan" that is  nurtured  
by its  v a lu e s , v ir tu es , and e s se n c e .

In order to forge  a new  path fo llo w in g  the p an­
d e m ic  and  s tr e n g th e n  th e  n a t io n 's  fu n d a m en ta l 
p h ilo so p h y  o f  pursuing su sta in a b le  grow th , Bhutan 
has r ev ise d  its  tourist p o licy .

T he S u sta in a b le  D eve lop m en t F ee  (S D F ). w hich  
supp orts in it ia tiv e s  p r om oting  B hutan's e co n o m ic , 
s o c ia l, en v ir o n m en ta l, and cu ltu ra l d e v e lo p m en t , 
in creased  from  U S D  65  to U S D  2 0 0  per person , per 
night. Bhutan is  sp ee d in g  up its  e ffo r ts  to m ain­
tain its sta tu s as o n e  o f  ju st a few  c a rb o n -n e g a tiv e  
c o u n tr ie s  in  the w orld  s in c e  it is  a co untry  that is  
se n s it iv e  to the con se q u en ce s o f  c lim ate  change ( e x ­
p er ien cin g  m eltin g  g la c ie r s ,  f lo o d s , and u n p red ic t­

ab le  w eather patterns) ( in  2 0 2 1 . Bhutan sequ estered  
9 .4  M tonnes o f  carbon aga in st its e m is s io n  cap ac ity  
o f  3 .8M  to n n es) .

The K ngdom  a lso  u n veiled  a n ew  brand. "Bhutan 
B e lie v e .' w hich  e m b o d ie s its  r eso lv e  to concen trate  
on  laying the groundw ork for future gen era tion s and 
a dju sting  its trajectory  to keep  p ace  w ith  m odern  
advan cem en ts. A fresh  v is io n  for  the K in gdom  and 
i ts  g o a ls  for  the next g e n era tion  are in ten d ed  by  
the n e w  brand. It is  a lso  he lp fu l for  th o se  s e e k ­
in g  an e x ce p t io n a l and o n c e - in - a - l i fc t im e  trave l 
ex p e rie n c e .

T he n :w  Brand B hutan  is  cen tred  on  the nex t  
generation , the n ation 's future gu ard ians, as Bhutan  
is  un dergoing  a dram atic  tran sform ation a l jou rn ey  
under the p ersonal d ire c t io n  o f  H is M ajesty  The  
K ing across a ll sectors, in clu d in g  the public serv ice .

tou r ism , e d u c a t io n , and m any oth ers.
D uring the N ational D ay  e v en t. Bhutan's Orders. 

D ecora tion s, and M ed als are aw ard ed  to r ec o g n iz e  
groups a id  in d iv id u a ls  w ho have m ade outstan d in g  
c on trib u tion s to the country . T h ere  is  a lw a y s  m uch  
an tic ip a tion  for  the aw ards.

"T his day h as p rofoun d  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  the liv e s  
o f  ev er y  B h utanese. We gather to  rem em ber and pay 
r esp ec ts  to  our great fo re fa th e rs w ho w ork ed t ire ­
le s s ly  for the w e llb e in g  o f  our cou n try  and p eop le  
and w ho in sured to hand o v er  a strong and so vere ign  
n ation  to us. It is  th e  day  w here a ll the gen era tio n s  
c o m e  together  to not o n ly  r e jo icc . but re f lec t  and  
p ass our so lem n v o w s, recom m it to  the c a u sc  o f  the  
n ation  and red ed ica te  to  bu ild in g  a b e tter  future,"  
sa id  Dorji D hradhul. the D irec tor  G eneral o f  the  
D cp artm ;n t o f  T ourism .

"We congratu late  a ll B h utanese  on th is  w onderfu l 
o c c a s io n .” he c on c lu d ed .

T he even t a lso  featured a m ega cu ltura l bonanza  
w ith trad itional per form an ces by  th e  R oyal A ca d ­
e m y  o f  P erform ing A rts and o th er  groups s e le c te d  
by a com m ittee  w h ic h  coord in a tes the c e le b r a tio n s, 
a s  w ell as a con cer t featur in g  popular  B h utanese  
p erform ers. ( lA N S Iife )
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Assam CM and M ukroh firing
ON November 22. this year Assam  Police who 
w ere a llegedly  try in g  to apprehend  tim ber 
sm ugglers from M ukroh village in M eghalaya 
fired from close range at the villagers w ho had 
come out in large num bers to protect the three 
men from the village who were apprehended 
but were not tim er smugglers. The driver and 
handyman o f  the truck carrying the tim ber had 
already escaped. Villagers o f  M ukroh said the 
three men who were detained by Assam  Police 
were returning from their rice fields after they 
heard gunshots (the tyres o f  the truck carrying 
tim ber w ere >hot at). They w ere running for 
their lives when they were arrested. This is the 
version o f  the villagers o f  Mukroh.

Following this incident, the Assam  CM had 
said that Assam Police should not have fired 
indiscriminately and without provocation. He 
had also stated that a special investigation team 
(SIT) would investigate the firing that killed 5 
villagers. Union Home Minister. Amit Shah also 
stated that theC'BI would inquire into the matter. 
Interestingly, on Saturday D ecem ber 24, C hief 
M inister Himanta Biswa Sarnia went back on 
his word. He categorically stated in the Assam 
Assembly that the police firing in Mukroh on 
N ovem ber 22 was an act o f  self-defence by 
Assam Policc and was necessitated to protect 
government properties.

It would appear that the Assam CM  has al­
ready come to his ow n conclusions about the 
reason for the death o f  five M ukroh villagers 
even before the investigation agencies could get 
to the root o f  the firing incident. In the melee o f  
November 22, a forest guard from Assam  was 
also killed. Sarnia who also  holds the Home 
portfolio was answ ering to a starred question 
in the Assembly. He categorically stated that 
the A ssam  Forest official was attacked and 
killed by 'miscreanLs' from M eghalaya following 
which the Assam Police fired in se lf defence. 
Sarma relied on a report by the Superintendent 
o f  Police. West Karbi Anglong District. W hile 
the villagers of Mukroh say they live in constant 
fear o f  intimidation earlier by Karbi m ilitants 
and now by Assam Police, the Assam CM says 
“m iscreants' from M eghalaya have been creat­
ing law and oider problem s along the inter-state 
border. These claim s and counter-claim s have 
created bad blood and have turned into a  battle 
o f  who blinks first. The Assam  CM  cannot take 
a stand on a matter that is pending investigation. 
The Meghalaya CM should make his stand clear 
on this. Is he going to allow Assam to be the 
judge, jury and executioner in this case? What is 
the status o f  the enquiry if  any? These questions 
need to be answered to the people o f  Meghalaya 
because as o f  now it appears that Assam is call­
ing all the shots on the border issue.

Needed a National Party in Power 
at the Centre to run Meghalaya

Chancc has w illed il (or 
is  it not chance at all) that 
the BJP has com c to terms 
with the long standing inter­
nal feud and the problems 
that prevailed in its ranks in 
Shillong. Perhaps there arc 
som e definite reasons but 
let us not go  into that in this 
article. T hose familiar w ith 
the news and the goings-on 
in the Party know fully well 
what I'm referring to. Let 
us put that aside for now  
and examine w hy the BJP 
is suddenly in demand for 
Governm ent formation in 
Shillont> and in the Garo 
Hills. I------------------

N u m b  c  r 
one on the list I 
undoubtedly is 
the “stark real* j 
ity" that who-1 
e v e r  c o m e s !  
to  p o w e r  in 
2023 will have 
to start from  
s c r a t c h  a s  
they say. Our 
infrastructure 
i s  o u td a te d  
o w in g  to the 
rampant co r ­
r u ption  that 
w as the hall- i 
m ark o f  the  
G o v e rn m e n t.1 
and dare I say. 
still is. The public arc now  
looking at other options to 
take us out o f  this vicious 
circle o f  corruption. They 
b elieve there is  only  one  
w ay o f  pu lling the State 
out from w here it is  and 
that is  to bring in a National 
Party - a party in power at 
the Centre to mil the State. 
Is there any other choice? I 
doubt, for reasons that w ill 
be stated in the following  
lines. Thus, as w c are ce l­
ebrating the Golden Jubilee 
o f  our Statehood (or have 
w e  forgotten th is jo y fu l 
celebration?) and unknow­
ingly searching for a solu­
tion to the problems that the 
State is  stuck in. no Party is 
offering any solution to the 
problems that w e  have but 
they all want that something 
should be done and in the 
process arc luming 10 the 
National (outsider) Parties 
to kick up dust.

People arc skeptical o f  
the C ongress e v en  after  
its su c c e ss  in H im achal 
P radesh  and so  for our  
prob lem s here, there is  
now here e lse  to  turn but 
to  the Bharatiya Janata  
Party (BJP) and fortunately 
a number o f  lo c a ls  have  
jo in e d  the Party w h ich  
has raised the hopes o f  a 
greater representation in 
the com ing years. I have 
been reading some reports 
in the new spapers and some 
letters as w ell and it an­
noys m e that som e o f  the 
most fastidious and refined 
intelligence o f  the present 
day in Shillong should be  
so  beside themselves about 
the secular credentials o f  
the BJP. People still try to 
m ake a sharp distinction  
between the Party and its

By Gregory F  S h it I la i
secular credenti als based on 
the seriously misinterpreted 
idea o f  H indutva that is 
(and rightly so) linked with 
the Party.

Let m e remove the m is­
conceptions. Basically Hin­
dutva seeks D maintain the 
identity o f  the culture o f  
the people east o f  the Indus 
and that includes us. It has 
no religious connotation at 
all zero in fact. Only the 
intellectuals understand this 
and arc capable o f  rcmov-

a relig ious stigm a to the 
BJP. and this has now  be­
com e the only drum it beats 
which any right thinking  
person will admit is  a ter­
rible injustice - a racial one. 
especially here in the Khasi 
and Jain tia  H ills  w here  
people b e liev e  relig ious  
outpourings more than they 
do reason and logic.

Whereas the cornerstone 
o f  the BJPs ideal is. “ India 
First - India is my religion” 
people here and elsewhere

ing this stigma o f  a word 
foreign to everyone here 
in the North Hast w here 
the peoples’ conception o f  
Sanskrit is so foreign, in 
fact as foreign as anything 
they've ever heard. But the 
intellectuals arc as always 
slow  to respond and move 
around with feet o f  clay. 
It lakes time for them to 
em b olden tltcm sclvcs to  
o p e n ly  dec larc  that the  
N ational Party ruling at 
the C entre is a Political 
Party and not a religious 
denom ination. We m ust, 
it seem s to m e, d iscover  
afresh the wl o lc  difference 
between the BJP and any 
other N atioaal Party and 
lay aside on:e and for all 
Ihc hybrid concept o f  the 
BJP and religion.

T ow ards a fair result 
on thi*; matter ItM m<* stair
a sim ple fact. Nothing is 
harder for a icrson than to 
conceive ofapolitical party 
impersonally I mean to sec 
it a s an objcct and not a 
person. And because o f  that 
w hen the people w ho arc 
expccted to steer a Party, 
abandon thcaisclvcs to the 
course o f  cveits instead; the 
Party becomes a residue o f  
what it origirally was. This 
is what happened to the In­
dian National Congress it 
becam e empty o f  further 
progress al hough there 
w as a time when it w as full 
and rich, and instead o f  
discovering new  progres­
sive  strategies it distracted 
its  fo cu s a id  so u g h t to 
represent thciniportant ele­
ments that the BJP stood for 
as unimportant and when it 
did not succccd it attacked 
those elements all the more 
severely anc when it still 
docs not succccd it attached

have allowed themselves to 
be led astray by the black 
art o f  obscurantism which 
clouds their brain, and dark­
en s the picture o f  their  
opponent w h ich  is  w hat 
the BJPs' opponents have 
perfected th e m se lv e s in. 
Hut in politics as in real life 
the truth remains that when 
a party fails in its main task
- the administration o f  the 
State - it must be rejected 
and replaced by another that 
can claim achievem ents in 
administration, and that is 
how the BJP came to power 
in the country in the first 
place and there seem s to 
be nothing that can prevent 
it from returning in 2024, 
because wherever the BJP 
has conic to power, there is 
a change for the better.. .at 
least that is  what many in 
•shillong wln-n they visit
Guwahati and other cities  
in the country. They want 
Shillong and Meghalaya to 
grow in leaps and bounds as 
well. It cannot be helped ... 
but if  I am to make things 
dear, I must bring distress 
to all the readers by expos­
ing the m ess M eghalaya is 
in and hope that they will 
get over the distress just as 
I did with the solution I am  
going to administer.

Firstly, the loan the State 
has taken far exceed s its 
ability to repay its credi­
tors; loans have run into 
thousands o f  crorcs. Add 
to this terrible debt there 
is the backlog o f  payments 
o f  another thousand crorcs 
to NEEPCO. The figures 
o f  the Finance Dcptl o f  the 
State for 2020-21 indicated 
a repayment o f  loan to the 
tune o f  23% o f  the Budget 
Allotment. Can w e afford 
such huge cuts from our

budget allotment? Is it right 
for us to repay loans that 
have  been  m isused  and 
m ade peop le  rich at the 
expense  o f  progress and 
development in our State? 
D efin ite ly  not! Just the  
thought o f  this debt-trap  
can make anyone ill and 
practically alienate them  
from good temperament till 
they sec  where the solution 
lies. N o Party can claim that 
it has the resources to miti­
gate ill is catastrophe but a 
Party in powerat theCcntre  
can i f  it so wishes.

A f t e r  a 
careful intro­
spection o f  the 
financial m ess 
w e ’re in and 
searching for 
an answer to it 
I finallyarrived 
at the only one  
I c o u ld  s a y  
made sease to 
m e. The BJP 
believes it lias 
th e  w h e r e ­
withal to wipe  
out these debts 
w i t h i n  th e  
first year i f  it 
is  brought to 
pow er in the  

State, and to com e to power 
in the State it needs al least 
20<twcnty) o f  its candidates 
to win. The ball is  in the 
peoples'court.

Secondly the traffic jams 
in and around Shillong re­
quire that huge infra struc­
tural investm ents must be  
made to tacklc this prob­
lem. Is there any Party that 
can be bold enough to even  
m en tion  a so lu tio n  and  
the source o f  the m oney  
to m itigate this problem? 
No; apart from the Party in 
power at the Centre. Third­
ly. and controversially, can 
any Party claim that it has 
the a b ility  to in trodu ce  
the ILP in the State? N o  
again, apart from the Party 
in pow er  at the Centre. 
Fourthly, can any Party say 
with confidcncc that it can 
bring about the bifurcation 
o f  M eghalaya into Garo- 
land and a Khasi-Jaintia  
State? Im possible, except 
i f  it is a Party in power at 
the Centre!

There are many, many 
m ore issu es , but m ore I 
will not say but let m e sec  
my dear brothers and sisters 
w'hat your frank answers  
will be to these few  necessi­
ties among the dozens more 
that the people raise time 
and time again because my 
answer to them is  to bring 
to pow er in M eghalaya, 
the Party that is  in power  
at the Centre bring in the 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

(T h e  w rite r  is  S p o k es­
p e rso n  B h a ra tiy a  Ja n a ta  
P a r ty  M eg h a la ya . Th ese  
are  th e  view s o f  th e  writer. 
The S h illong  Times in  no  
w ay subscribes to a ny  p o ­
litica l ideology)

Taliban’s ban 
on education of 

women
Editor,
The Taliban banning  

U niversity  education for 
women is both crtel and soul 
crushing. This decision is 
against the spirit o f  Islam, 
and this prohibition has no 
place in Islam. The Quran 
com m ands a ll M uslim s, 
Surah 96: AI-’Alaq: 1-5, . 
This passage reads: "Read 
in the name o f  thy Sustainer. 
who has created • created 
humankind out o f a gemi- 
ccll! Read - for thy Sustainer 
is the most bountiful one 
who has taught humankind 
the use o f  the pen • taught 
a human being what he did 
not know!” This verse links 
the human ability to read, to 
know' and to write, to divine 
bounty. That know ledge  
has been at the core o f  the 
Islamic worldvicv from the 
very beginning. The virtue 
o f  knowledge is amplified 
by Prophet M uhammad, 
who said the ink o f a scholar 
i:; greater than the blood o f  
a martyr, thus bestowing a 
degree o f  honor on teach­
ers, writers and scholars.

He encouraged Muslims to 
seek know ledge from the
cradlc to the grave. After the 
victory o f  Badr, in the year 
624. he migrated to Medina, 
where he began a program 
to erase illiteracy among 
M uslim s, lie  found that 
many prisoners o f  war. who 
were Meccans, were I iterate, 
and he made their release 
conditional: Fach prisoner 
must tcach 10  Muslims how 
to read and write.

The Taliban's repulsive 
treatment o f  women, deny­
ing them the rights enshrined 
in the Quran, snubs 1.400 
years o f  the history' o f  Mus­
lim women being held upas 
intellectual luminaries. They 
are denying the legacy o f  
Khadijah. the entrepreneur 
who financed the Prophet's 
m ission , and Fatima A l-  
Fihri, who estab lish ed a 
mosque that developed into 
Al-Qarawiyyin University in 
Morocco, recognized as the 
oldest continuously operat­
ing university in the world. 
Women have been active in 
the field o f  medicine sincc 
the time o f  the Prophet. Ru- 
faida al-Aslamia (b.620) is 
arguably the first known fe­
male nurse and surgeon. She 
established mobile caravans 
to serve her community dur­
ing war and peacetime.

The Taliban w rongly  
claim that their rulings are
based  on the Quran and 
under the six objectives o f  
Shariah. Shari’ah" liter­
ally means a path leading 
to running water when: hu­
mans and animals conic to 
drink water in safety. It is 
both ironic and tragic that 
“Shari'ah" which is a way o f  
life characterized by fluidity 
(not rigidity) and safety (not 
coercion) should be inter­
preted so  wrongly and used 
to deny women their God- 
given rights, o f  which the 
right to education is o f  foun­
dational significance. Men 
and women who care must 
unite globally to communi­
cate to the Taliban that every 
girl has the right to achieve 
her intellectual potential to 
contribute to the betterment 
o f  her family, community  
and socicty. Despite the dire 
circum stances, the world 
still has leverage, and the 
international com m unity  
must use it now. The Taliban 
will do whatever it takes to 
advance their objectives. The 
international community o f­
ten fails to do the same. Now 
more than ever, it's time for 
global stakeholders to be just 
as firm about the values and 
the protection o f  the rights 
and dignity o f  all.

Yours etc..
M.Haquc (Advocate)

Shillong-6

Live and let 
live

Fditor.
The visi'. o f  American 

President Obama is still 
alive in the n inds o f  Indians 
when heoperly criticized the 
attacks on Christians in the 
country and also quoted the 
clauses o f  ti c  Constitution 
which provide for freedom 
to adopt any religion o f  a 
person's choice. In Orissa 
the political alignment was 
broken by tkc BJD on the 
issue o f  attacks on Christians 
and even a Christian reli­
gious leader was miserably 
burnt. This year the G20  
session is being hosted by 
India and in this regard many 
programmes will be held. In 
the month o f March such a 
programme ^'ill be held in 
Amritsar. The country will 
have to be more cautious 
about loose talk on religious 
intolerance. If any leader is­
sues statements about such 
incidents dicn the very pur­
pose o f  organising the G-20 
Conference in the country 
will be defeated. Stem action

should be taken against such 
fundam entalists w ho are 
engaged in narrow polities 
without caring for national 
interests. BJP should imme­
diately stop propagating the 
anti- minority slogans. The 
country had faccd anguish 
after the Arab countries had 
reacted adversely follow'- 
ing the statement o f  Nupur 
Shanna a BJP leader. Fven 
the Supreme Court had to 
make strong remarks against 
such elem ents w ho incite  
violence and can harm the 
social fabric o f  the country.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan.

Via email

W hy is BJP 
delaying in 
announcing 
candidates?
Fditor.
A ll p o lit ic a l parties  

barring the BJP have an­
nounced their candidates 
for the forthcoming MLA 
c lcctions scheduled to be 
held in February 202?. In 
Sh illong North the other 
candidates have marched 
ahead in the campaign while

the BJP is still twiddling its 
thumbs. Will this not be a
setback for die Party? In any 
case what is the BJP waiting 
for? Is the Party assessing  
the winnability o f  the can­
didates first? Other than AL 
Hek and Sanbor Shu I la i the 
sitting MLAs w c the voting 
public are not sure who the 
BJP candidates for diftercnt 
constituencies arc going to 
be. This is quite a setback 
for the candidates wanting to 
contest the elections.

In M eghalaya it is a 
know n fact that the BJP 
has only a peripheral hold 
on state politics and has not 
been able to improve its posi­
tion sincc 2018 except very 
marginally. Prime Minister 
Modi's visit docs not seem  
to have given the State BJP 
a shot in the arm. In some 
constituencies then: are two 
contenders for the tickcts. 
The inability to decide can­
didates quickly could harm 
the Party irreparably.

Yours ctc.. 
Marlin Syngkon.

Via email 

A rtic le s  and le tters  
appearing on this page arc
ih« view*, o f  tlw writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

Free PDS raises 
uncomfortable 

questions
By Ajit Ranude

Christmas brought good 
chccr to SI crore Indians as 
the government announced 
that it was making all food 
grain distributed under the 
Public Distribution S y s­
tem (PDS) completely free 
for one year. Fach person 
w ould g»'t 5 kilos o f  ricc 
or wheat or coarse ccreal 
every month free. The PDS 
is a sixty-year-old system  
meant predominantly for 
the poor. It se lls  food at 
subsidised prices. It is  un­
derstood as the network  
o f  ration shops around the 
country. The word “ration" 
means a.locating a scarce 
com m odity in small por­
tions so  that everyone gets 
something. India had huge 
shortages o f  food till the 
early lS 6 0 ’s and had to
go with x h<*jM>iny howl to
Western nations. Scarcity 
meant tliat food price in­
flation could go  sky high. 
Thenceforth came the PDS  
and ration shops. The gov­
ernment also introduced the 
concept o f  a minimum sup­
port price (M SP) scheme  
for crop?, along with a big 
and assured procurement 
scheme to inccntivisc farm-

81 crorc Indians. It w as  
extended six tim es since  
May 2020. and is  about to 
expire in December 2022. 
The total estimated expen­
diture on it has been 4.5  
trillion rupees so  far. This 
scheme has run parallel to 
the PDS. The government 
has distributed more than 
55 m illion tonnes o f  free 
food grain in the past two  
years.Now the PMGKAY  
has been shut down, and the 
PDS has been made totally 
free for one year. Several 
questions arise.

Firstly, i f  the PDS can 
be used to distribute free 
food, w hy was the PDS not 
used during Covid instead 
o f  launching a new  scheme  
called PMGKAY? In fact, 
that sa m e  C o v id - t im c
srhi*m<* is  <*ontinuin<> un­
der the name o f  free PDS. 
If the PDS requires ration 
cards, while PMGKAY did 
not. surely the PDS could  
have been tweaked during 
C ovid? Since a lot o f  the 
poor do  not get covercd  
under the PDS, and since  
their ration cards arc not 
expccted at other places, 
there has been talk o f  "one

"India had huge shortages o f  fo o d  till the 
early  /  960 s  and had to go with a  begging 

bowl to Western nations. Scarcity meant 
that food  price inflation could go sky■ high. ”

crs to increase dom estic  
production. Then came the 
green revolution, basically 
in the States o f  Punjab and 
Haryana So. India became 
self-sufficient in food pro­
duction and even  started 
exporting wheat and ricc.

The PDS however con­
tinued toexpand because it 
eaters to ihc poor. It was re­
vamped in 1992 and again 
in 1997 for bettor target 
ing o f  backward districts. 
However, it w as clear that 
a large amount o f  govern­
ment procurement was not 
translating into better dis­
tribution (despite the PDS) 
and better nutrition. There 
were also stories o f  leakage 
as cheap food grain was 
stolen from ration shops 
and sold in the open market 
for a prdit. The poor peo­
ple w ho lined up at ration 
shops were often told that 
the stock is  finished. Come  
next week, Or next month. 
The hapless poor who stood 
in lon g  lin es o n ly  to be 
turned away, had no legal 
recourse There was no le­
gal penalty for ration shops 
w hich were stocked out. 
nor was there any penalty 
for the government. This 
was the background to the 
N ational Food Security  
Act o f  2013 also called the 
Right to Food. It was passed 
as a constitutional guaran­
tee. and culm inated after 
de ca d e  lo n g  m ovem ent 
led by activists who went 
to the Supreme Court. The 
activists said that despite
a mountain o f  food grain 
in government granaries, 
there was still widespread 
starvation and malnutrition. 
Hence the PDS mechanism  
w as strengthened by the 
NFSA by placing a legal 
obligaticn on tltc govern­
ment to provide subsidised 
food . Under the N F SA , 
three fourth o f  the rural 
families and one half o f  ur­
ban families would reccive 
rice, wheat and coarse ce­
real at 3. 2 and I rupee a 
kilo respectively. How sue- 
eessful tkc NFSA has been 
is  a matler o f  debate and 
separate d iscu ssion . The 
reccnt lo.v ranking o f  India 
in the World Hunger Index 
led to a iot o f  controversy 
and charges o f  conspiring 
to malign India's im age. 
Much was made about the 
subtle difference between  
hunger and malnutrition.

But during C ovid the 
Prime M inister's Garceb 
K alayan  A nn a  Y ojan a  
(PMGKAY) was launched 
to g iv e  free food grains 
to each person w ho were  
already c o v cr ed  by the  
NFSA. So. this Covid-timc 
scheme loo reached (or is 
supposed to have readied)

nation one  ration card". 
This is  especially true for 
migrant workers and their 
fam ilies. So. ih is schem e  
c o u ld  have been ro lled  
out du rin g  C o v id . thus  
strengthening the effective­
ness o f  the PDS. O f course, 
in the current extension the 
cost o f  free food grain w ill 
be borne by the Centre and 
not the States. Secondly.
w hy  i:; the govern m ent  
not unloading 4 .4 million 
tonnes o f  food grain from 
its stocks into the private 
m arket? That has been  
strongly recommended by a 
member o f  the Niti Aayog. 
This would surely' dampen 
food price inflation.

Cereal inflation is  run­
n ing  at 13 pcrccnt and 
w heat inflation is  20 per­
cen t. W hen free food is 
given away, how will the 
government prevent re-sale  
o f  that sam e food grain  
by the beneficiaries for a 
profit? Such re-sale is en­
tirely possible given such 
high inflation. Would it not 
be better to involve market 
traders? N obel laureate  
Amartya Sen had famously' 
said that m arket traders 
make available scarcc food 
grain more efficiently and 
promptly than any govern­
ment ever could. Famines 
and shortages arc prevented 
because o f  quick inflow- fa­
cilitated by private traders 
in to  scarcity-hit regions. 
Thirdly, oncc having be­
come used to free food, how

bill (Ik guv.

raise PDS prices? U nless  
PDS prices move closer to 
market prices, the subsidy  
w ill become unsustainable. 
O f course, the subsidised or 
free grain is helping curb 
inflationary impact, but in 
the long run prices have to 
be raised. Lastly, i f  81 crore 
citizens need free food for 
4 2  months, what does that 
im ply about the o ffic ia l 
poverty ratio? I f  hunger is 
not a big problem, why are 
w e giving away free food 
on such a m assive scalc?  
Arc wc on our way to be­
coming a “langar nation"? 
W ill the budget for free 
food cat into the budget for 
health and education, on 
which our public spending  
is  much below that o f  our 
peers?That scarcity sim ply  
helps private c lin ics and 
coaching classes. It is time 
to think about the free food 
program in a holistic and 
com prehensive way, tak­
ing into account all social 
sector budgetary priorities 
and aftbrdability.

(Dr. A jit R a n a d e  is  a  
n o ted  econom ist) (S ynd i­
c a te : The B ill io n  P ress) 
(em ail: editoiifCtliehillion- 
p tvss.org )



T H E  SH ILLON G  T IM E S, SH ILLO N G . W EDNESDAY. D E CE M BE R 28. 2022 (SIX )

“Find a place inside when' there s  joy, 
and the joy will burn out the pain. ”

—  Jo sep h  C am p b e ll
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‘Show’ against corruption
GOOD actions from tlic government deserve ac- 
knowlcdgcmcnt and appreciation. The dismissal 
o f  10 corrupt senior officials o f  the Telecom 
department by m inister Ashwini Vaishnaw this 
past week, for example, though a small gesture 
considering ihe sweep o f  corruption in govern­
ment right down to village panchayat levels, is 
demonstrative o f  the Modi Government's intent 
to address corruption. The anti-corruption bu­
reaus themselves arc seen to be hugely corrupt. 
The reccnt scandals about the CBI and ED, 
involving their top bosses, signify a sense o f 
hopelessness. Vaishnaw had driven out some 
40  senior officials from the railways in the past. 
Question is, why only Vaishnaw. A government 
statement in Parliament earlier this year claimed 
som e 400 officers o f  the central government 
had been dismissed for reasons o f  corruption 
o r inefficiency in the eight years o f the Modi 
government. This works out to an average o f 
50 officials £ year -  rather, a sugar-coating for 
a  bitter pill, to fool the public. Many dismissed 
officials approach court and obtain favourable 
verdict after being suspended and sitting at 
hom e for years and then having a windfall o f 
being awarded the entire wages for the period 
they were kept out o f  service. O ur systems lack 
teeth when it com es to handling influential 
persons. Courts, hopefully, will act in a more 
resolute manner in future as controlling cor­
ruption is a  prerequisite to national well-being 
and growth.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi strode into 
power in Delhi in 2014 with a promise to check 
corruption . Thcrc have been no significant 
cases o f  corruption at the ministerial level in 
his governm ents) in Delhi or in Gujarat so far 
though there have been large-scale fund col­
lections at top level perhaps for party work and 
electioneering. Yet, sincc no m ajor corruption 
case has surfaced about the Modi government 
at the Centre so far, perceptions are that he has 
brought down corruption at the highest level. 
But. word is also that corruption at the ccntral 
secretariat level is so huge and massive that even 
state government departments earmark, "pay”, 
and get files moving in Delhi vis-a-vis central- 
sponsored developmental projects. Such a rot 
has set in. Modi has not acted tough against the 
bureaucracy from the very start. All through his 
governance, he is m ore or less ‘■tolerating” the 
bureaucracy and their corruption. Add to this 
the perceived loot by regional satraps running 
governments, state after state; o r cases like that 
o f  BS Yeddiyurappa in Karnataka. Dismissing 
a few officials year after year, by itself, serves 
no meaningful purpose. This is nothing more 
than a routire show. Tlic fight against corrup­
tion should start, first and foremost, from the 
PM 's level.

Will BJP’s election juggernaut get hit by bearded Rahul Gandhi in 2023?

Sangh P ariv a r&  M odi-Shah duo ending 
the year with both confidence and anxiety
The B haratiya Janata 

Party, the election winning 
machine, is  closing the year 
a little rough for the wear, 
despite the resounding win  
in Prime Minister Narendra 
M odi's hom e-state Guja­
rat. where fellow Gujarati. 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
contributed his two bit with 
a threat and a promise, both 
rolled into one. rem ind­
ing the electorate o f  both 
relig iou s denom in ations  
that lessons forgotten can 
be taught all over again, so  
help me God!

it worked! With M odi, 
the BJP mascot for all sea­
sons. and henceforth, for 
all municipal elections, too, 
addressing over 40 rallies, 
and undertaking as many as 
8 roadshows, begging and 
pleading to the Hindu part 
o f  the electorate to reward

By Sushil Kutty
near Himach.il.

Two lost, one won! This 
isn't how a voracious e lec­
tion w inning juggernaut  
pulls down the shutters on  
a year. Early in 2022. Uttar 
Pradesh w as won. but not 
with the finesse expected  
from a patty o f  the BJP's 
repute. But tken, there was 
the con so la tion  that the 
C o n g r ess  w as f in ish ed ,  
almost.

Also, i f  it wasn't for Chicf 
Minister Yogi Adityanath. 
Uttar Pradesh would have 
slipped through the gaps  
as easily as Akhilcsh Ya- 
dav and the Sam ajw adi 
Party had slopped being  
Samajwadi socialists. The 
Bharatiya Jariata Party sus­
tains and stays in the reck­
on in g  because its advcr-

chcapest fuel to keep win­
ning elections, free rations 
for hungry mouths. G oing  
into 2023. the latest instal­
ments o f  free rations have 
been announced, targctting 
80 crore ach in g  b e llies . 
Free rations w on the BJP 
Uttar Pradesh, and labarthis 
arc a burgeoning number 
strewn across India.

Union Minister o f  Food 
& Public Distribution Piy- 
ush Goyal and BJP IT-Cell 
head Amit M alviya could 
not help sm ack ing  their  
lips in anticipation when  
announcing on Twitter the 
2023 schedule o f  distribu­
tion o f  free rations to the 
electorate paid for with tax­
payer m oney filched from 
the public exchequer.

T he B haratiya Janata

gling. The beauty is they 
cannot jettison him because 
thcrc is TIN A  to reckon  
with. The hardcore BJP vot­
ers are living on the prom­
ise  that one day. the sooner 
the better. Yogi Adityanath 
w ill ascend the throne and 
do what Modi could do but 
did not do!

To them Modi and Shah 
arc laggards, and slack­
ers. on a different agenda. 
The M odi-Shah combine, 
kn ow ing that TIN A  w ill 
vote for the BJP. doesn't 
matter for what and why. 
is  stud iously  w oo in g  the 
Pasm anda M uslim  even  
i f  this angers the hardcore 
Hindu voter.

Modi and Shah arc on 
the lo n g  haul. For now  
there arc a slew  o f  2023  
elections to fight and win 
and then there is the big one

him. their fellow Gujarati, 
their tallest Gujarati, with 
the biggest electoral v ic ­
tory ever in Gujarat history. 
Tlic electorate gave him his 
wish and it helped because 
the other tw o  e lec tio n s .  
Dclhi-M CD and Himachal 
Pradesh, w ent dow n the 
tube and the M odi- Shah 
juggernaut could only sal­
vage Citijarat.

O verall, at the end o f  
2022, it was a m ixed bag 
for the saffron party, the end 
o f  the year spoils equally 
divided. Arvind Kcjriwal's 
AAP got the Delhi M CD. 
the C ongress wrested H i­
machal Pradesh and Modi's 
BJP got to keep Gujarat.

That evening Modi and 
Shah went on to tom-tom  
the BJP's Gujarat victory  
at the party's Delhi-based  
headquarters, w ith their  
good deed for the day done, 
i.e.. forgiving party presi­
dent JP Nadda for losing  
his hom e-state Himachal 
Pradesh to the C ongress, 
and this when the Congress 
top-shots weren’t anywhere

sarics aren't o f the calibre 
expected  o f  an e lectoral 
democracy.

Modi's hard-hitting bites 
on dynastic politics has left 
dynastic parties panting to 
find space in the heads o f  
the voters. Dynasts, when 
they call themselves liber­
a ls and progressives, do not 
fit the socialist Samajwadi 
idea. T he liite M ulayam  
Singh Y ada.’s ic g a cy  is 
being squandered on the 
elite dynastic leadership he 
nurtured and left behind.

The BJP with nothing  
socialism  or Samajwadi in 
its genes will continue to 
lord over Uttar Pradesh as 
long as it remains in power 
at the Centre o f  India, and 
h olds the key to India's 
exchequer. Tlic best part 
o f  taxpayer l:>ot is that the 
m oney can be used by the 
party in power any which 
way it wants from distrib­
uting favours to spending it 
on labarthi schemes, includ­
ing the PM Awas Yojana.

M odi and Shah have  
discovered for the BJP the

Party boasts o f  being the 
largest po litica l party in 
the world. What it does not 
boast about is that it thrives 
on the empty bellies o f  the 
perpetually poor, people  
w ho take their m onthly  
grants o f  35 kg o f  food- 
grains ami vote for Modi.

The BJP is a vehicle for 
change but the change that 
it brings about is  skewed  
and two-laced, one deliv ­
erin g  every th in g  that is 
permanent to a few crony 
capitalists, and Ihe other 
that is transient, monthly 
handouLs. to the vast major­
ity. the Great Unwashed.

That said, the BJP has an 
agenda. That o f  the Hindu 
nationalist party. But for the 
progressive West that Modi 
courts on the international 
stage, he would have added 
to the scalp o f  Article 370. 
w hich  he took after  the 
blockbuster 2019 victory. 
M odi’s diehard supporters 
believe he still will deliver 
Hindu kashtra to them.

Modi keeps them hooked 
with the promise kept dan-

ill 2024. Much o f  2023 will 
go in preparing for the 2024  
general elections and set­
backs in the 2023 assembly  
elections would be suicidal. 
What bothers the BJP is a 
likely consolidation o f  op­
position parties.

A nd n ow  there’s the  
spectre o f  Rahul Gandhi, 
ph ilo sop h er , id eo lo g u e ,  
prophet, trave llin g  the 
country and opening 'Mo- 
habat Dukaans' in every  
state, his beard growing at 
the pace o f  his increasing 
popularity among the mass­
es. leav ing  the Bharatiya 
Janata Party w ond ering  
what to do with this 'Super­
man- in-Tshirt'. who neither 
cold can deter, nor heat can 
singe. Year 2023 could find 
the BJP bow led out by a 
hitherto maverick politician 
who shoots flying kisses at 
BJP cadre and asks tough 
questions o f  BJP leaders. 
The transformation o f  Ra­
hul Gandhi cannot be more 
transformational than this, 
all in the matter o f  a year, 
2022! (IPA Service)

Historicity of 
K arbi Anglong 

District 
Formation

Fditor.
It was interesting to read 

Elwin Tcron’e two-part arti­
cle published on two consec­
utive days o f  your esteemed 
Daily (ST Dec. 6-7, 2022) 
under the caption. "Revisit­
ing the Historic ty o f  Karbi 
Anglong District Forma­
tion -  I &  11." The sum and 
substancc o f  the artick* is that 
just before the British sud­
denly granted Independence 
to India in August 1947, 
the last two governors o f  
Assam province, the highly  
placed bureaucrats and many 
en ligh ten ed  people then 
had wished tha a separate 
district for the Mikirs (now 
Karbis) could have been 
crcatcd. If the liritish could  
have accom plished what 
they had wished, the people 
o f  Jaintia Hills would not 
have suffered as they do 
during the last more than 75 
years now. ’Hie Hritish would 
not have transfctrcd forcibly 
the areas under Blocks 1 & 11 
o f  Jaintia Hills which they 
had earmarked and assigned 
for the Jaintias and which 
the Constituent Assembly o f  
India had ratified for being 
protcctcd under the Consti­
tution o f  the new Republic 
o f  India.

The British knew  full 
w ell Ihe geography o f  all 
hilly regions occupied by 
the respective tribes in the 
northeast. They could have 
tagged the plains areas pre­
dominantly occupied by the 
Mikirs at the base o f  their 
hilly country as very clcarly 
dcpietcd by Sir Charles Lyall
in his clast.ic and notable
book on ‘The Mikirs' about 
which Tcron has not spoken a 
single word. After all. geog­
raphy is always behind any 
history o f  human settlement. 
Mr KS Tcrang the then MLA 
o f  Mikir Hills and member o f  
the commission for creation 
o f  the new district o f  United 
Mikir and N C Hills refused 
to sign the commission re­
port at the first instance as 
the said plains area was not 
included as demanded by 
the Mikirs. He signed it the 
next morning and kept the 
people guessing as to what 
had happened overnight. 
Since then the Karbis have 
ccascd to raise their demands 
for tagging the fertile plains 
area predominantly occupied 
by them. They could have 
continued their demands in 
lieu o f  Blocks I & II (the 
so-called West Mikir Hills 
district) which belongs to 
Jaintia H ills as originally 
assigned by the British.

Wc need not use (or mis­
use) the word ’truncated’ 
the way it was used by the 
geographers o f  the National 
G eographical S ociety  o f  
India when they decided to

rename the Assam Central 
Range as ‘Meghalaya and 
Mikir Region' in their book 
edited by R.L.Singh (1971). 
The accompanying Map in 
the book, clcarly shows the 
chickcn-ncck that joins Mikir 
Hills at ihe end o f  the North 
Cachar Hills as the former 
hills protrude northwards to
the river Bruhnuiputru while
in ihe plains they have been 
separated by the extensive 
Kopili and Jamuna Valleys. 
As we consider their history, 
wc would come across the 
most recent record in the 
books written by scholars 
and researchers o f  the A s­
sam Tribal Research Insti­
tute that "During the reign 
o f  the Kachari kings, they 
(the Karbis) were driven to 
the hills and some o f  them 
entered the erstwhile Jaintia 
Kingdom and lived under 
the Jaintia suzerainty;" they 
were also ill-treated by the 
Ahom kings according to 
history. Thus the Mikirs were 
not the indigenous tribe in 
Jaintia Hills but had been 
living very peacefully with 
the Jaintias (and were even 
given high officcs by the 
Jaintia Rajas and the Mikirs 
even adopted the lattcr's 
custom o f  ‘ Kur' system and 
’Lyngdohship'), until 1951 
when the that government 
o f  Assam had meddled with 
the ancestral home o f  the 
Jaintias. This was affirmed 
by E.H.Pakyntein (him self a 
Jaintia IAS officer) who was 
profusely quoted by Elwin.

Yours etc.. 
Prof. P.M. Passah 

Moosalyngkat, Jowai

Indian wisdom 
inspired many

Editor.
"1 am proud to belong to 

a religion which has taught 
the world boft tolerance and 
universal acccptancc. Wc 
believe not only in universal 
tolcrancc, bu! wc accept all 
religions as true. I am proud 
to belong to a nation which 
has sheltered the persecuted 
and the refugees o f  all reli­
gions and all nations o f  the 
earth." These arc the words 
that Svvami Vivckananda 
spoke at the Chicago Ccnfcr- 
encc in 1X93. These words 
act as a mirror to highlight 
the worth o f  our ancient 
Indian wisdom.

In today’s time when wc 
look up to the west for any 
kind o f  breakthrough discov­
eries. be it in the field o f  sc i­
cncc, arts, literature or phi­
losophy wc should not forget 
that our Indian ancestors, too, 
were highly learned. They 
proposed many scientific  
and literary theories, be it 
from the invention o f  zero to 
Pythagoras from Geometry 
to medicine aid philosophy. 
Ancicnt Indian sages were 
never less than others; rather 
they always had the upper 
hand in many such fields. 
Tliuu^li tlicii vunli ilmliim

is unforgettable but due to 
the lack o f  research, wc arc 
easily led into believing that 
everything western is cor­
rect and accurate and look at 
anything remotely associated 
to India with suspicion. The 
article "India's mathemati­
cal prow ess m esm erized  
Laplace. Einstein," (ST Dec 
10, 2022) by Salil Gewali ir. 
an eye opener in this regard 
as it talks about how math­
em atically  advanced our 
Indian ancestors were at a 
time when the west was just 
beginning to evolve.

Sim ilarly, in a recent 
event an Indian research 
scholar at Cambridge Uni­
versity by the name Ri- 
shi Rajpopat stunned the 
world by solving Panini's 
2500 year old grammatical 
pu zzle  w hich cam e as a 
breakthrough discovery for 
researchers and linguistics 
around the world. Panini, 
who is also considered as 
the father o f  linguistic, de­
veloped this code around 500 
BC. This code can be used to 
construct or derive millions 
o f  grammatically accurate 
Sanskrit words with the us­
age o f  root elements like the 
base word and suftix but this 
system contained rule con­
flicts which have now been 
rectified by Rishi. Ii is said 
that this discovery can be 
used to teach Panini's gram­
mar to computers as well.

In addition to that, Si- 
berian-Amcrican engineer 
and physicist Nikola Tesla.

well known for his inven­
tion o f  AC current motor, 
was heavily inspired from 
the ideas and philosophy o f  
Svvami Vivckananda. There 
is another prominent figure 
o f  the west J.D. Salinger, oik 
o f  the noted American writ­
ers o f  the 20th century who 
too was deeply intlucnccd by 
Indian Philosophy. In his bi­
ography written by Kenneth 
Slawcnski, he mentions how 
Salinger and his wife both 
were influenced by Parama- 
hansa Yogananda's • "The 
Autobiography o f  a Yogi.' 
Interestingly this book was a 
big motivation in the life o f  
Apple's founder Steve Jobs.

Isn’t it a great moment 
o f  joy and. at the same time, 
a great moment to rcflcct on 
ourselves and how wc arc 
losing out on our rich his­
tory in an attempt to mimic 
the west? It’s high time that 
wc start looking back at our 
rich literary books and un­
derstand their meanings in 
deeper ways so  as to derive 
the hidden meanings from 
them which arc relevant in 
the present context as well.

Yours ctc..
Bhanudaya Upadhaya

Shillong -2

A r tic le s  and letters  
appearing on this page arc 
the view s o f  the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
Tlte Sliillont! Times

U niversal health  carc  coverage 
by 2022 failed in India

Public health suffered 
with rising costs and 

privatisation push
By Dr. Cyan Pulliak

Universal health c ov ­
erage (UIIC) by 2022 has 
miserably failed in India. 
The year that is  c losin g  
to an end. rather brought 
a costlier hcalthcarc with 
pricc hike af even essential 
m cdicincs equipment and 
services. Deterioration o f  
public hcalthcarc system  
continued, and the coun­
try moved further toward 
privatization o f  district  
hosp ita ls. P ub lic  health  
suffered in between unaf­
fordable cost o f  private  
hospitals and increased dif­
ficulties ir getting quality 
healthcare in public health 
facilities.

Though UI IC has been 
iden tified  by the UN as 
the key obligation for all 
countries, and a High Level 
Expert Group (IILEG) in 
the Planning Comm ission  
o f  India had envisaged in 
2011 a UHC for all in India 
by 2022, v»c see now in the 
end o f  2022 that it remains 
a dream . PM N arendra  
M odi, when he cam e to 
power in 2014, dismantled 
the Planning Comm ission  
for a new hink lank o f  his 
choice ealied NIT1 Aayog. 
This new think tank has no 
priority for UHC. rather it 
is pushing to strengthen tlic 
private sector in Ihe health 
scctor.

The year vvcare leaving 
behind ha< seen a poignant 
state o f  affairs under PM

eight years o f  Modi rule, 
was only 2.5 per ccnt. and 
which was much more than 
1.97 per cent in 2017 .3 .43  
per ccnt in 2018. 4 .26  per 
ccnt in 2019. and I.XX per 
ccnt in 2020. The ceiling  
prices o f  over X50 sched­
uled drugs were revised on  
April I. and the cost o f  both 
essential and non-essential 
drugs suddenly jumped to 
unaffordably high priccs 
for common people. After 
this decision, several m edi­
cines were being sold in the 
black market.

After the price hike live 
Union Minister o f  Health 
Mansukh Mandaviya was 
even heard lying when he 
said. “These are the drugs 
that arc priced at a few  ru­
pees and therefore, a 10  per 
ccnt WP1 increase may lead 
lo  tlic pricc rising by a few  
paise." The factual position 
in the drug market is that 
sincc April 1 for X72 drugs 
in tlic list, the costs ranged 
from a few  rupees for a 
tablet, capsulc. ml ora  pack 
to hundreds or thousands 
o f  rupees, several o f  them 
from Rs 1000 lo  little over  
Rs 44.000.

Drag priccs have gone  
up 15 to 130 per ccnt for e s­
sential drugs, and for many 
non-essential drugs costs  
were beyond 130 per ccnt. 
Right from the beginning o f  
2022, pharmaceutical com ­
panies are increasing priccs

“The Centre has been urging the states 
to adopi the idea o f  selling district hospitals 

to private companies since the middle o f  
the pandemic in 2021. when people were 

d\fing even without access to hospitals and 
healthcare system in any o f  the public and  

private health facilities."

Modi. ThcCcntre has been 
trying to sell district hospi­
tals to private companies, 
anti five slates cither gov­
erned or supported by tlte 
BJP have already started 
the proccss by O ctober  
2022. Those states arc Ut­
tar Pradesh. Maharashtra. 
Karnataku. Gujarat and  
Meghalaya, it means, with 
PM Modi's penchant for 
privatization. India might 
be m oving towards faster 
priva tiza tion  o f  p u b lic  
hcalthcarc system  o f  the 
country.

The idea o f  privatiza­
tion o f  district hospitals  
was officially first mooted 
by the NITI A ayog. Modi’s 
think tank, in January 2020. 
The Centre has been urging 
the states lo adopt the idea 
o f  selling district hospitals 
to private companies sincc  
tlte m iddlcof the pandemic  
in 2 0 2 1. when people were 
dying cvc« without access 
to h osp ita l and healthcare 
system in any o f  Ihe public  
and privaic health facili­
ties.

The Modi government 
has been running a pro­
paganda that the district 
hospitals handed over  to 
privaic hcjlthcare compa­
nies would also run medi­
cal c o lleg e s  attached to 
the so ld  h osp ita ls  on  a 
public-private-partncrship  
(PPP) moJc. A report on  
mcdical education in India 
has said lhat apart from  
the five slates mentioned  
previously, states across 
India arc actively pursuing 
the PPP mode to bridge the 
financing gap for setting up 
mcdical colleges.

Thus, the year 2022 has 
seen how live Modi govern­
ment has been more than 
w illing to sited its respon­
sibility o f  increasing public  
investm ent in the public  
hcalthcarc system  o f  the 
country. The year ahead in
2023 seems to be all set for 
bigger privatization m oves 
o f  public health facilities.

In March 2022. the Na­
tional Pharmaceutical Pric­
ing Authority announced  
their decision to allow pricc 
rise o f  essential mcdicincs 
by 10.77 percent. It should  
be noted lhat the average 
hike in the last eight years, 
which corresponds to the

o f  drugs, which had already 
gone up by 13-20 per ccnt 
in tlic last few  years.

The two years o f  the 
pandemic have shown how  
India's hcalthcarc system  
w a s unprepared due to  
which the country suffered 
unprecedented loss o f  lives 
and livelihoods. However, 
the Modi government pro­
v id ed  a budget o f  on ly  
Rs X6.200.65 crore in the 
U nion  Budget 2 0 2 2 -23 , 
much less than the country 
required. Budget allocation 
was 16  per ccnt more than 
the previous year, but it was 
a matter o f  great concern 
that the spending on ‘medi­
cal and public health' was 
rcduccd from Rs 74.X20 
crorc in 2 0 2 1 -2 2  to Rs 
41,011 crorc in 2022-23. 
Governm ent explanation  
for the reduction  o f  Rs 
3 3.809 crorc was "lower rc- 
quircnicnl o f  vaccination" 
against COVID-19.

M a k in g  th e  p u b lic  
hcalthcarc system  stronger 
was obviously not the Modi 
government's priority, sincc 
with so  little a budget wc 
cannot strengthen public  
health facilities to be able 
to tackle the present high 
burden o f  both communica­
ble and non-communicable  
disea se s , and the future  
health threats.

The Econom ic Survey  
had put India's public ex ­
penditure on hcalthcarc at 
only 2 .1 percent o f  GDP in 
2 0 2 1-22. The Budget 2022- 
23 had disheartened  by  
little budgetary provision  
that left the pubiic health 
facilities fund-siarved lead­
ing to deterioration in terms 
o f  quality services.

A NITI A ayog report 
in February had hoped that 
2022 would put the hcalth­
carc scctor o f  India back 
on track after severe strain 
for tlic last two pandemic  
years, and predicted it to 
grow  to $372  b illio n  in  
2022 . w ith a com pound­
ed annual growth rate o f  
around 22 per cent. Indian 
health sector com panies  
have found m ore oppor­
tunities to grow this year, 
and they are likely to grow  
further in 2023. However. 
India is  nowhere near I Ik* 
intended Universal Health 
Coverage. (IPA Service)
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uChains o f  habit are too light to be felt  
until they ure too heavy to be broken. ”
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Assam 's experim ent with Hindutva
NEW S that the Intelligence Bureau is a  keeping a 

tab  on the number o f  churches that have com e up 

in A ssam  and  on C hristian  leaders is d isturb ing  

to  say the least. C hristians form  the third largest 

g roup in Assam after Hindus and M uslim s. Since 

the B JP has com e to pow er in A ssam , m adrassahs 

have been abolished on the plea that they w ere not 

actually educating the youth but indoctrinating them 

into terrorist activities. The M uslim s could not fight 

back against this onslaught on their right to establish 

educational institutions o f  which m adrassahs are 

one. A m adrassah is a  school, college or university 

attached to a masque. The word m adrassah has d e ­

rived a negative connotation ever since som e cam e 

under the scanncr for indoctrinating people towards 

a  M uslim  ideological position o f  w aging w ar against 

all "kafirs* (non-believers) which M uslim s claim  is 

an edict o f  the Koran.

Ind ia  is a  m u lti-cu ltu ra l and  m u lti-re lig io u s  

country, although Islam and Christianity  were both 

brought to  this country by religious prcachcrs from 

other countries. As long as these tw o faiths practise 

their religious tenets and do  not infringe into the 

dom ain o f  other faiths, there is no reason to see them 

as a threat. To allege that any religion or faith is en ­

gaged in anti-national activities and  that the people 

who have em braced such faith are  m ore loyal to the 

leadership o f  those faith leaders such as the Pope 

in Rome and  the Islamic M iddle-Eastern countries 

than to their own country, is unfounded. But the BJP 

has been harp irg  on this issue ever since it cam e to 

pow er in 2014. People found carrying beef have been 

lynched because the cow  is sacred to  Hindus. For 

the tribals o f  the North Eastern states, irrespective 

o f  their faiths, beef is a  staple source o f  protein and 

a  part o f  their diet. T he BJP has to reconcile itse lf 

to  th is reality  :f  it cla im s to be a truly inclusive 

national party.

S incc 2014 and  even  before  that chu rches in 

central and northern India have been vandalised. 

The latest vandalism o f  a  church including the im ­

age o f  the new  bom  baby  Jesus w as desecrated in 

M ysore, Karnataka. There are alsoallcgations about 

forced conversion and there are  serious a ttem pts to 

get Christian converts to return to  the H indu fold. 

I f  C hristian  m issionaries had engaged  in forccd 

conversion all t ie  students that are  educated in such 

m issionary  schools w ould have been converted . 

But there has never been any  such coercion at any 

time. So where do these a llegations spring from? 

If  Christian charches and leaders are involved in 

charity  work a id  their charity  cu ts across faiths 

and if  people who experience that charity  volition­

al ly accept Christianity, can that be called forced 

conversion? Its tim e for church leaders to speak in 

one voice instead o f  cow ering in fear.

C larion Call
Editor,
On Dcccmbcr 30. this 

year, when w e observe the 
160th Martyrdom day o f  U 
Kiang Nangbah, it is most 
pertinent for us to recall the 
prophotic message that he 
uttered from the gallows to 
his countrymen: "Brothers 
and sisters please look care­
fully on my facc when I die  
on the gallows. If my facc 
turns toward the east, my 
country would be free from 
the foreign yoke within hun­
dred years; i f  it tuias toward 
the w est, my country will 
remain in bondage forever." 
True to his words less than 
a hundred years later. India 
gained independence on 15th 
August 1947.

While observing the 75th 
year o f  Independence, w e  
are reminded o f  low  India 
fought to free itself from the 
shackles o f  colonial rule, 
and the stories still reverber­
ate in our hearts. From the 
Great Revolt o f  1857 to the 
attainment o f  independence 
in 1947 lakhs o f freedom  
fighters fought to free the 
country from British tyranny. 
India gained freedom after a 
long struggle. It started with 
the revolt o f  1857. which 
is tw enty-tw o y;ars after  
the Jaintia Kingdom was 
annexed by the British. The

Building soils & communities: Sustainable 
living through integrated natural farming

Indian National movement 
was one o f  the biggest mass 
m ovem ents the world has 
ever seen. It was a m ove­
ment that inspired millions 
o f  people o f  all classes and 
ideologies into political ac­
tion and brought to its knees 
a mighty colonial empire.

Today we are constrained 
to admit that the dreams o f  
our freedom fighters have 
largely remained unrealised 
even if  India can justifiably 
boast o f  having maintained 
its  im age as the w orld 's  
largest democracy. India- a 
nation that was built with 
pluralism under a democratic 
leadership today has been 
transfonncd from democracy 
to mobocracy. But what is 
m ore alarming is the s o ­
cial unrest that has gripped 
the region and nation with 
mounting assault on minori­
ties as an integral part o f  the 
majoritarian onslaught which 
has been increasing phenom­
enally in the recent past.

Today, as wc remember 
the supreme sacrifices that 
U Kiang Nangbah and other 
freedom fighters had con­
tributed to our motherland's 
freedom, let all differences 
and squabbles, confronta­
tions and misunderstanding 
be set aside, join hands and 
march shoulder to shoulder 
to fight the enem y  from  
within. Jai Hind!

(T he  a rticle  is  a  reflec­
tio n  on  a  sy s te m  o f  s u s ­
ta in a b ility  in  a g r ic u ltu re  
tha t B e th a n y  S o c ie ty  has  
e x p e r im e n te d  w ith  o v e r  
the last decade. It does no t 
seek  to  c om pete  with o ther  
su c h  sy s te m s  w h ich  m a y  
he fa r  m o te  efficient, bu t it 
certa in ly  does no t su p /n r t  
chem ica l ba se d  p rac tices. 
The ultim ate  g o a l is so il re ­
genera tion  through na tura l 
m eans, fo o d  security, c l i ­
m ate  resilience. quality  a n d  
e ffic iency  o f  fo o d  p ro d u c ­
tion. reduction o f  d rudgery  
a n d  inclusion. We an - a ll in  
this together!)

Saw  A iom . a sm all in­
c lu siv e  S e lf  Help Group  
from M awkisyicm  Village. 
Sohra. Fast Khasi H ills. 
M egh alaya has been s e ­
lected for this year's C hief  
Minister's Award for imple­
m en ting  qu a lity  natural 
farming and livestock en­
terprises.

Th is su cccss  story did 
not com e out o f  the blue! 
In 2019. the Dcutschc Gc- 
scllsclian fur Internationale 
Z u sam m en arb e it  (G IZ )  
GmbH invited Bethany S o ­
ciety (a nonprofit organisa­
tion that provides technical 
aid to farmers) to showcase  
innovative  practiccs that 
promoted clim ate resilient 
agriculture in Kcnbah Malai 
v illage . Fast Khasi H ills 
District, Meghalaya. Model 
units o f  k itchen gardens 
were set up in the village  
using Integrated Natural 
farm ing T ech nology  and 
the activc involvem ent o f  
and constant follow  by the 
farmers from the v illage  
hits resulted in over  twenty 
hou sehold s adopting this 
method o f  kitchcn garden­
ing. The village now  plans 
to have a kitchcn garden 
in every household by the 
year 2025.

Is it possible to continue 
to grow nutritious food for 
ourselves and our children 
w h ile  exp erien c in g  w ild  
flu c tu a tio n s in  c lim a tic  
conditions? A phenomenon 
experienced by us a ll. at 
regular intervals, in the last 
dccadc. Is it possible  for 
agriculture to survive in the 
way w c have known it? Are 
we m oving towards an era 
o f  food insecurity'?

It is with these questions 
in mind that w e  decided to 
experiment w ith the con ­
cept o f  Integrated Natural 
Farming developed around 
a hom estead garden. The 
leading questions were : I ) 
C ould this provide nutri­
tiou s ba lanced  m eals to  
the population o f  M egha­
laya which has been in the 
limelight for all the wrong 
reasons I when it com es to 
nutrition and w ellness? 2) 
Was it possible to develop  
clim ate resilient comm uni­
ties and soils? The answer 
lies in the regeneration o f  
l iv in g  b e n e f ic ia l m icro ­
organism  com m unities in 
the soil through committed 
human communities.

Bethany Society decided 
to design for sustainability, 
based on the principles o f  
Zero Waste and entitled the

Yours etc., 
DrOmarlin Kyndiah.

Via email

IB keeping tabs 
on Christian 

leaders
Fditor,
I read this report in your 

daily on the Dec 27, 2022 
with disbelief, and 1 continue 
to hold that disbelief as there 
has not been any clarification 
from the Assam Gov ernment 
till date. Letters on the matter 
could be photoshopped or 
are outright spiteful fakes. 
There was a distinct wrath 
aimed at the Party in power 
in Assam ( BJP). and a claim  
that the TMC would fight 
against the operation, per­
haps because there is a belief 
that the BJP is  being held  
hostage in some way by the 
TMC though I recently read 
a rcpon that the TMC boss 
is warming up to the BJP 
leaders over some Enforce­
ment Directorate issue. My 
disbelief at all this has only 
increased because w c were 
alw ays very friendly with 
Assam so why are we kick­
ing up a hue and cry as if  
wc have bccome estranged? 
And secondly i f  the States 
in India w ere to be more 
concerned with keeping a tab

B y  C arm o N oronha
programme - building soils  
and comm unities com m u­
nity forests • aur teachers

F orests have been the 
life  force and custodians  
o f  w isdom  for our ances­
tors and are ideal learning 
sp aces for im bib in g  the  
principles o f  Zero Waste. In 
forests there is no conccpt 
o f  waste. Inscad there arc 
resources anJ c yclic  sy s­
tems. What is not required 
by one system is utilized by 
another system. There arc 
bacteria and fungi and other 
beneficial micro-organisms 
which work o i material that 
is surplus, poxilatc the soil 
and make it alive and ready 
to prepare food for the  
plants. Feed the soil and not 
the plants is  the “mantra’* 
o f  natural food grow ers  
around the world.

Refuse. Reduce. Reuse. 
Recycle - this sequence is 
not to be tampered w ith and 
is a simple solution towards
achieving zero \va:;te! If the 
only curriculum designed  
from pre-school to col lege  
fo c u sc s  on  m od era tion , 
m ost problem s cou ld  be 
solved through opportuni­
ties for com m un ication ,  
creativity, critical thinking 
and co lla b o r a tio n . T h is  
would lead to the develop­
ment o f  a highly educated, 
life -lo n g  learner popula­
tion . w here  conten t and 
textbooks are only at the 
service o f  problem solving. 
We sh ould seek to learn  
more from the forest where 
its ccosystem s function by 
the intcractioa o fso il. trees, 
insects, birds and animals.

E q uipp ed w ith  th ese  
bacteria anc fungi from  
the forest, our so ils can be 
enrich ed  to d e v e lo p  c l i ­
mate resilient agriculture  
and food  secu rity  s o lu ­
tions at the door step o f  the 
homestead. The system  can 
handle all o igan ic matter 
such a s w eeds, vegetable  
and fruit waste, dry leaves  
and grass and convert it into 
food for other organism s. 
Tltc w idely practiced linear 
system  o f  'use and throw’ 
needs to be discarded and 
a new  sy s te n  should  be  
developed. The principles 
o f  Ethics. E fficicncy and 
E co n o m ies should form  
the backbone o f  the new  
system!

I hc liv in g  toil factory
So  how  does this system  

work in a sustainable man­
ner? It revolves around a 
livestock unit. For reduced 
space availability. (50-100)  
ch ickens wro-k very w ell.  
An ideal size w ould be 10 
feet by 15 feet. A trench 2 
feet deep is dug and into this 
is added all discarded waste 
such a s waste food, woods, 
leaves, charcoal powder, 
w ood sh av in gs and saw  
dust from carpentry' shops, 
kwai husk, coconut husk, 
and so il. This is in fused  
with Lactic Acid Bacteria, 
produced from ricc wash  
(which is  generally thrown 
aw ay m any p e o p le ) and  
fungi and bacteria from the

on the activit c s  o f  religious 
groups in their State it would 
encounter a never- ending 
garrulousncss. I call it gar­
rulous because that'scxactly 
what will be ihc outcom e... 
talk, talk and more talk at 
the cost o f  developm ent. 
I received the post on this 
matter on my WhatsApp and 
responded in the following 
manner, and requested the 
friend to forward my reply to 
everyone in his contacts and 
them to theirsas well. Here’s 
what 1 wrote. 'T he question 
w e need to ;sk is.* "Is the 
Govt o f  Meghalaya doing 
anything to stop the Assam  
Govt from ca-rying out such 
operations against Christi­
anity. or are wc expecting 
the BJP in M eghalaya to 
intervene on behalf o f  the 
Govt o f  Meghalaya because 
i f  that is what wc want the 
BJP to do. tlicn the people 
must bring th: BJP to power 
in the State. since the Govt 
o f  Meghalaya seem s to be 
getting bullied, and made to 
cat humble pi; repeatedly by 
its more powerful neighbour. 
It seem s Assam w ill only 
be tamed by a BJP Govi in 
Meghalaya."

That about sums up the 
lont? and short o f  this niat- 
tcr. Wc need a BJP Govt in 
Meghalaya otherwise Assam  
will go on doing whatever it 
desires ...taking our land.

eficial micro-organisms are 
the heroes o f  the system .

forest. The aim  is to m im ic 
the forest floor. After about 
three w eeks, the covcrcd  
unit is  ready to w elcom e  
the chickens. Waste food, 
m ixed  w ith  ten percent  
comm ercial feed and natu­
ral farming concoctions is 
prepared for the chickens. 
Clean water supply infused 
with Lactic A cid Bacteria 
is vital.

The chickens and ben- 
cro-orga 
:s o f  the 

T hey w ill dem olish  any  
thing that is edible and their 
strong lim bs, turn the floor 
and aerate the m aterial. 
This converts the discards 
not required in one system  
into living soil for growing  
food. The droppings o f  the 
birds, which are odourless, 
add invaluable nutrients to 
the soil. With proper moni- 
toringand fecding.com post 
is ready for use within three 
to s ix  months. The unit can
produce 10 ton:: o f  compost 
every six months.

Food security
This living soil infused 

with a community o f  micro­
organisms. is  now available 
for a com m un ity  o f  hu­
mans. to produce food for 
a com m unity o f  children. 
The colour, crunch and taste 
o f  daily  fresh vegetab les  
is  food for the body and 
soul! The compost can be 
sifted ami fed to worms for 
producing designer  co m ­
post for high end users. . 
The un-sifted matter goes  
back in to the unit or sold 
as mulch for vegetable and 
flower beds. Fresh eggs and 
chicken are sources o f  pro­
tein for im proved nutrition! 
It's a non-stop factory o f  
so il production producing 
rich compost and fattened 
birds. Within five months 
ch ick en s w eigh  betw een  
two to four kilogram s. A  
small mushroom unit uses 
straw c o llec ted  after the 
harvest to further improve 
nutrition and enhance in­
come.

R aised vegetable  beds 
are designed for vegetable 
production for promoting 
conservation  o f  so il  and 
m oisture. T h is a lso  pro­
m otes **no-till" farming, so 
humans can enjoy leisure  
while the system does the 
work! Raised beds o f  one  
foot height, can produce a 
continuous harvest o f  fresh 
vegetab les and salads. If 
dried e g g sh e lls  or dried  
banana skins are powdered 
and m ixed with w ood ash 
and added to the compost. 
27  nu trien ts  n ee d e d  by  
plants are supplied. A daily 
dose o f  liquid manure early 
m orning or late even ing , 
produces even  better re­
sults.

The "kcy-holc” garden 
is another innovation which 
com bines all the system s 
into one. It is a com post­
ing cum  food production  
system  w hich uses organic 
discards and converts these 
in to  food for v egetab les

in a kcy-holc shaped unit 
raised three feet above the 
ground. This unit produces 
a continuous harvest o f  veg­
etables and compost.

This is  a m odel bringing 
together the principles o f  
Refuse. Reduce. Reuse and 
R ecycle, Zero Waste and 
the Ethics. Efficicncy and 
E conom ic M odel o f  C li­
mate Resilient Agriculture 
and enterprises.

Pest m anagem ent  
An overnight an attack 

o f  pests on bcautiftil green 
leaves, vegetables and fruits 
just ripening can deflate and 
frustrate m any enthusiasts 
and large scale farmers. In 
theabscncc o f  organic solu­
tions. it is  perhaps under­
standable that fanners sec  
the use o f  pesticidcs as the 
best solution. There arc no 
sim ple solutions, as is  the 
case with humans con trad­
ing illnesses despite taking 
all p recau tion s. N atural 
farming fo llow s the prin­
ciple o f  plant positive and 
not pest negative. Constant 
vigil to ensure quality soil 
and observing pest attacks 
is  essential. Spreading bro­
ken egg  shells around plants 
and being regular in spray­
ing with the liquid manure 
reduces pest attacks. Bam ­
boo vinegar diluted 1:1000  
works very w ell as do many 
o f  the organic inputs tra­
ditionally used by farmers 
over the years.

C onclusion:
There arc no end to end 

solutions and in a learning 
space there are continuous 
l.cam . Unlearn and Relearn 
Practiccs. Did w c  learn 
from the programme? Yes, 
w e did and it does provide 
a glim m er o f  hope. Has it 
produ ced  en h an ced  and  
quality food? Yes, say the 
farmers! But. w e still have 
a long w ay to go to ensure 
sustainable solutions!

However, i f  you do need 
to  grow  your ow n fresh  
vegetables and use the com ­
post for your flowers using 
the system  and contribute 
to cleaning Shillong, con­
tact 94 3 6 1 19X0K. visit our 
counter in Lady Veronica
Lane and/or take a .short
co u r se . A ll in p u ts have  
been taken through open  
source.

Ourchickcns have taught 
us that Shillong can be the 
cleanest city in the world - 
all w e need to do is ‘Feed 
the Chickens'

T h is  in it ia t iv e  w ith  
D eutsche G esellschaft fur 
Internationale Zusam m c-  
narbeit (G IZ) GmbH has 
led to more than one thou­
sand families practicing the 
technologies!

The writer is Executive  
Director. Bethany Society. 
Shillong and can be reached 
at b c th a n y n g o  1 98  I (q> 
gniail.com  

Disclaim er:
The v iew s expressed in 

thisarticlc are personal and 
do  not represent Dcutschc  
G c scllsch aft fur Interna­
tion a le  Z u sam m enarbeit  
(GIZ) GmbH as an organi­
sation.

threatening m oves against 
Christianity, in short holding 
us to ransom. A s it stands 
now, no one takes our Govt 
seriously anymore because 
they look upon it as corrupt 
and having no moral stand­
ing or strength to demand 
anything.

Yours etc., 
Gregory F Shullai, 

Via email

W h at’s the 
B JP’s agenda 

in M eghalaya?
Editor.
I have never been inter­

ested in politics, nor do I 
support any one party; given 
the degeneration o f  present 
day political leaders. (Too 
harsh! Well....!) N ow  mind 
you ’degeneration’ has such 
a w ide connotation! I could 
elaborate extensively, but I 
wish to focus my response 
to Gregory Shullai’s write­
up - Needed a National Party 
in Power at the Center to ran 
Meghalaya.

Wasn't the C ongress a 
National Party that ruled 
the states o f  the North East? 
What has becom e o f  the  
party? Iliey don't have the 
numbers to be the leading 
Opposition Party, be it at the 
ccntrc or state level! I had

Arunachal, Gogoi's in Assam  
and Mukul's in Meghalaya! 
I'm no pundit! But I do feel 
the pulse o f  the people! Their 
arrogancc was their undoing! 
And so  will Conrad fall! A 
shame when w e all believed 
in him!

So will BJP be the new 
broom? Will the BJP bide 
its time till it is firmly en­
trenched in state politics?  
And then will the Party ride 
roughshod over us and nuke 
us toe the line? Will the BJP 
surreptitiously encroach on 
personal freedom? Will it 
use subterfuge to hoodwink 
us? Questions. Questions fill 
my head!

However, I must com ­
mend the BJP on the ump­
teen programmes they have 
introduced for the welfare 
and uplift o f  the poor, the 
elderly, the girl child, wom­
en, in education, etc. From 
Swacch Bharat to education 
for the girl child are what has 
won me over!

Yours ctc.
Kevin Phillips, 

Shillong - 19

A r tic le s  and le tters  
appearing on this page are 
I ho viewe o f  th« writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shillong  Times

Anti-Tribal Forest 
Rules: Habitat & 

Ease of Living
By Chiranjib Haidar

Exactly half a century 
ago . at the 1972 U nited  
N ations Stockholm  C on­
ference on environm ent, 
then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi had asserted *... 
unless wc are in a position  
to  provide em p loym en t  
and purchasing power for 
the d aily  n e c e s s i t ie s  o f  
the tribal people and those 
who live  in or around our 
jungles, we cannot prevent 
them  from com b ing the  
forest for food and live li­
hood; from poaching and 
from despoiling the vegeta­
tion. When they themselves 
feel deprived, how can wc  
urge the preservation o f  
animals? The notification 
o f  F orest C on se rv a tio n  
R ules, 2022 can be seen  
as a reinstatement o f  the 
archaic school o f  thought 
that assures greater state 
control on forests. And in 
plain speak, the corollary  
being an case  o f  handing  
large tracts o f  land to cor­
porates without the consent 
o f  India’s indigenous com ­
munities.

Does ihc proposed For­
es t  C on serva tion  R ules  
put forest d w e lle rs  in  a 
quandary? The N ational 
Commission for Scheduled  
Tribes has asked the M in­
istry o f  environm ent and 
Forests to put in abeyance  
the recently notifies rules. It 
has asked the government 
to  'reinstate, strengthen  
and strictly m onitor' the 
im plem entation o f  rules  
to grant Forest Rights Act. 
20(X> rights to STs and other 
tradition;:! forest dwellers 
on  forest land proposed  
for diversion . U nder the  
new set o f  rules, collective  
thinking might be an aura 
o f  the past as the results 
can be both disastrous for 
ind igenou s com m un ities  
and the environment.

Raliu. Gandhi has ac­
cused the National Dem o­
cratic A ll ancc government 
o f  discmpowcring adivasis 
and forested comm unities 
by bringing in the new for­
est conservation rules. In a 
strongly .vordcd tweet, he 
retorted ’VIodi-MitrSarkar 
at its crony best! The UPA’s 
Forest R ights A ct, 2006  
has been weakened by the 
BJP government's new- FC 
R ules, 2022 for e a se  o f  
snatching o f  forest land. 
Congress stands strongly  
with our adivasi brothers 
and sisters in their fight  
to protect jal, jun gle  and 
zam ccn." The C on gress  
leader. Jairam Rantcsh. has 
also  vehem ently opposed  
the new Forest Conserva­
tion Rules, 2022, alleging  
that its guidelines stifle the 
ease o f  living o f  the many 
in the name o f  ushering  
case o f  doing business for 
a chosen few. The U nion  
environment minister, Bhu- 
pender Yidav. has said that 
the new- rules do  not dilute  
or infringe upon the provi­
sions o f  .he Forest Rights 
Act. 2006. Would the new  
regulations endanger the 
rights o f  forest d w ellers  
and tribals?

Worryingly. the m inis­
try o f  environment, forest 
and c lim ate  ch an ge  has 
delinked the processing o f  
forest diversion applica­
tions fron the requirement 
o f  the nod o f  the gram  
sabha. Moreover, the state 
governm ent w ill not be  
able to tdl its citizens that 
land has already been given  
for a project, becom in g  
com plicil in the Centre's 
decision.

The National C om m is­
sion for Scheduled Tribes 
has formed an expert com ­
m ittee to study the rules. 
This in itself is  an acknowl­
edgem ent that the FCR  
2022 treads on the rights 
o f  marginalised comm uni­
ties dwelling in forest areas 
as defined'in FRA 2006. 
Th e C o rg r css ’s  bon e  o f  
conten tion is  that w hile  
the flagship FRA made it 
mandatory to  seek  prior
approval o f  the gram sabha 
for diversion o f  forest land, 
the new- FCR violates this

statutory clause as the final 
clcarancc w ould be given  
by  the Centre. To pacify  
those apprehensive about 
tribal d isp lacem en t and  
our frag ile  e co lo g y , the 
environm ent ministry has 
asserted that simultaneous 
com p lian ce  o f  FRA can  
be ensured with its nodal 
agencies to  reduce the time 
lag.

But not everyth ing is 
as hunky dory a s it seem s. 
A ccording to FCR 2022. 
the transfer o f  forest land 
is  sealed w hen a user hands 
over the net present value

a mandatory one-tim e  
paym ent m ade to divert 
forestland for non-forestry 
use. M ost critics feel this 
could lead to the dilution 
o f  tribal rights and the grab­
bing o f  forest land.

There h a v e  b een  in ­
stances when the Supreme 
Court has stepped in to pre­
vent the transfer o f  forest 
land. In Odisha's Niyamgiri 
hills, the apex court had 
ordered that 12 gram sab- 
has o f  tribal comm unities 
w ould decide i f  they have 
the rights over the m oun­
tain and whether bauxite 
m ining in Lanjigarh, situ­
ated below  the peak, would 
affect their religious rights. 
In 2013 , the Orissa M in­
ing C orporation lo st its 
bid when all gram sabhas 
spread across R ayagada  
and K aiahandi d istr ic ts  
unanimously voted against 
its plan. There have been 
other  su cc css  sto r ie s  as 
well: indigenous com m uni­
ties had opposed POSCO's 
project in Odisha.

FRA 2006  w ascnactcd  
to rectify the imbalance o f  
power between vulnerable  
forest-dw'clling com m uni­
ties and the authorities sincc 
the State is  a flagbearer o f  
environm ental protection. 
However, the provisions o f  
FCR 2022 threaten to shove 
the agency o f  marginalised 
c o m m u n ities  out o f  the 
lan d -cleara n ce  p rocess. 
In 2009. the environment 
ministry had itse lf opined 
that consultation with gram  
sabhas was essential before 
any alteration was made to 
forestland. The idea was to 
ensure stipulated resettle­
m ent and an opportunity  
o f  rcdressal. Many eco lo ­
g ists feel that the present 
controversy is  a case o f  the 
m inistry o f  environm ent 
riding roughshod over the 
m inistry o f  tribal affairs. 
T h e  reason  b e in g  c o m ­
pensatory afforestation for 
forest land diverted and the 
creation o f  a land bank.

Let us analyse in per­
spective w hy the National 
Com m ission for Scheduled 
Tribes has intervened to put 
the anti-tribal forest rules 
on hold. A ssum ing, land is 
not available for afforesta­
tion. a company can raise 
plantation on any tract held 
by the company, that can be 
traded o f f  as compensatory 
land. It is an unfair barter 
and goes against cco log i­
cal principles. It is tltc re­
sp o n s ib ility  o f  the state  
to ensure a fair exchange. 
I f  any private plantation  
is allow ed to be swapped 
and a com pany can raise 
any produce on any land, 
non e  can  ensu re proper  
land usage.

The com pany usually  
acquires a large area, som e 
o f  w hich is  not arable. That 
land is  not handed back 
to the com m unity by the 
companies. If they g ive  the 
sam e land as compensation 
to another community, that 
c rca tcs  a kind o f  ponzi 
grab. A t the end o f  the 
day. the m arginalised are 
go in g  to be land losers . 
T h e  d w e lle rs  are g o in g  
to be bereft o f  their com ­
munity forest land due to 
the new  schem e. C ritics 
feel the w ay  this schem e  
is  form ulated w ill prove 
detrimental to the rights o f  
forest dwellers.

(C hiranjib  H a idar is a  
c o m m e n ta to r  o n  P o lit ic s  
a n d  Society.)
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“There is no revenge so complete 
as forgiveness. ”

— J o sh  B illings
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‘M issed’ revolutions
INTERESTINGLY, both Prime M inister Nar- 
endra Modi and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
these days speak on a eommon subject the 
‘revolutions' India m issed or failed to eatch 
up with. The PM ’s references were to the first, 
second and third industrial revolutions (IRs). He 
said India could not take advantage o f  the first 
and lagged behind in the second and third IRs; 
that we cannot afford to miss the next and must 
build further on infrastructure. Rahul Gandhi, 
in an interview during the Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
said we missed a latest in the making - the drone 
revolution.

The first IR that cam e about in the 1760-1840 
period in Britain marked the shift to machines 
from the era o f  handm ade products. British 
Rule in India started thereafter. The first train 
ran in India in 1853. The second was the tech­
nological revolution starting shortly before the 
20th century that had stressed on electrification 
and steam power resulting in mass production. 
Independent India under Jaw aharla l Nehru 
took some advantage in terms o f  steel plants, 
but N ehru’s socialist policies had also killed 
the spirit o f enterprise. The third IR was in the 
form o f  the IT-digital revolution, wherein Rajiv 
Gandhi's leadership at that juncture helped India 
position itself in a  robust manner. In between, 
under the Nehru/lndira Gandhi era came the 
Green Revolution which hiked up foodgrain 
production and the W hite Revolution resulting 
in a  m ajor rise in milk production. India also 
had theTclccom  revolution, wherein with help 
from technocrat Sam Pitroda the nation's archaic 
telecommunications scctor was modernized -  
another credit to the Rajiv Gandhi period. The 
Vajpayee government, initiated infrastructure 
development, starting the modernization o f  the 
nation al highways network. The Manmohan 
Singh period modernized the airports and ports 
systems. The Modi government followed up 
on these in more active ways. China is making 
m ajor leaps in the drone sector, producing and 
m arketing it to other countries as w ell. This and 
the civil aviation sector as a whole have huge 
scope for future growth.

Pul together, India’s gains are substantive. But 
it is yet to covcr a lot o f  ground, evident also in 
its low export volumes; China having six times 
that o f  India's. Our exports have seen a quantum 
leap in the past few years, o f  the order o f  30 per 
cent, but Chinese exports grew six times higher 
than that o f  India, based on its feverish push in 
both m anufacturing and innovation/invention 
fields. India's gross expenditure on Research 
and Development is $43 per capita, among the 
lowest in the world and forming 0.66 percent o f  
the GDP. Worse, this percentage is showing a 
downward trend. The top spenders are the US, 
China. Japan and Germany.

U Kiang Nangbah: The 
book in a nutshell

The book 'u Kiang Nang­
bah: The warrior with the 
stealth ofth e  tiger* launched 
recently ow es it all to one 
in cid en t that hap pened  
a decade ago . The book  
w ould not have seen  the 
light o f  day if  it is not for 
one prominent professor in 
the state. Ten years ago Seifl 
Jairttia, Shillong organized 
a celebration to mark the 
150 death anniversary o f  u 
Kiang Nangbah. which was 
held at St Edmunds College. 
While delivering his lecture 
one w ise  professor  said . 
“U Kiang Nangbah is yet 
to meet his biographer." I 
recall feeling as i f  the pro­
fessor was looking at me 
and his piercing eyes were 
staring straight into my eye. 
The deep voice o f  the pro­
fessor o f  history still echoes 
in my mind today and he is 
none other the P rofessor 
David Rcadc Sylemllch.

1 didn't know until then 
that there arc am ple  re­
so u rc es to w ork on the 
Jafttia rebellion led by U 
Kiang Nangbah. It was only 
after I did a little study and 
scratched the surface bit by 
bit that I found a gold mine 
o f  information on the revolt. 
Prof Syiemlieh in his speech 
hinted about the available 
resources, and in som e way 
pointed his fingers in the 
direction o f  the treasures. 
Thus the journey  began  
that day.
W ho is u Kiang Nangbah

U Kiang Nangbah was a 
rebel who remained elusive 
to the British from the be­
ginning till the last and the 
respect that he was given by 
his follow ers can be found 
in the records. To (he locals, 
he was a hero, a legend who 
almost achieved a mythical 
status. S in ce  the p eop le  
w ho consider him a hero 
have not had their language 
written, much o f  what w e  
know about him is in oral 
form. There arc at least two 
versions o f  the story about 
u Kiang's origin, but a com ­
monly accepted story is lhat 
u Kiang belongs to the Soo 
kpoh khad-ar w ym ai clan 
and the Nangbah clan came 
from the Syngkon sub-clan 
o f  the Soo kpoh. l ie was an 
ordinary young man who 
answered the call to defend 
his motherland even though 
he was not even a daloi and 
he had no military (raining. 
He was respected by all and 
the rebels during the light 
not only chose  him to be 
their leader but also gave 
him the rcspcct befitting the 
daloi o f  Jowai.

Many stories in the oral 
traditions described the fine 
qualities o f  U Kiang Nang­
bah. One particular story 
w hich best describ es his 
passionate zeal to fight for 
truth, justice, and freedom 
was the story o f  the dorbar 
o f  u daloi Manik Pakyntcin 
at Myngkoi Pyrdi. Loompy- 
rdi longpiah. Jowai. U Ki­
ang was also a noble soul;

By H.H. Mohrmen

he fought for the poor, the 
downtrodden and those ne­
glected by society especial­
ly people who have no one 
to protect than. Again this 
quality o f  u Kiang Nangbah 
w as dem onstrated in the 
oral tradition; in the story 
o f  “ka Lakhi P yrd iang.” 
U Kiang was a young boy 
when the JaAtia Kingdom  
was annexed to the British 
Empire in 1835 and Ksan 
Sajar Nangbah his maternal

on e  can con su lt  w ith to 
substantiate the oral stories. 
The Khasi Pnar had not 
leamt the art ofwriting until 
the arrival o fthe Welsh m is­
sionaries in the hills. Hence 
one cannot expect any local 
and non -B ritish  w ritten  
source to substantiate the 
oral stories about u Kiang 
Nangbah.

The question is whether 
w e can rcly on oral narra­
tives and tradition to cor-

unclc was at t ic forefront o f  
the Jarttia rebellion against 
the British before the 1862 
rebellion.

The balancing act
The challenge in writing 

about the legendary figure 
is  to balance the written  
records with the oral narra­
tives. If w e rcly too much on 
the written records then one  
would fall into the trap o f  
being biased and one-sided  
as the story i> only written 
by the victors. The catch is 
i f  w e depend too much on  
oral narrative there is al­
ways a tendency to mystify  
the story as the hero turns 
into a legend and a mythi­
cal figure.

The truth is  there arc 
no written records about 
the rebellion except those 
maintained by officers o f  
the British government and 
no local sources than those 
recorded by t ie British that

roborate oral sources? The 
authenticity o f  oral stories 
can be based on the fact that 
they m ention the correct 
location o f  the events. The 
hills, the market, the places, 
the r ivers, and even  the 
caves which find mention in 
the oral narratives arc true. 
The natural phenom ena  
mentioned in the story are 
evidence that corroborates 
the authenticity o f  the sto­
ries. The oral narratives 
connect the lif e  and the 
fight o f  U Kiang Nangbah 
against the British with the 
land, the nature around it. 
and the people w ho share 
the stories.

The problem  is  i f  we  
write about U Kiang Nang­
bah and rely only on written 
sources, w e end up with half 
the story only. British re­
cords which includc books 
written by government o f­
ficials provide us with only
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one side o f  the story, obvi­
ously the government side 
o f  the story. These stories 
portrayed u Kiang Nangbah 
only from the colonial angle 
and the way the British see 
him. So i f  we depend solely  
on written records then U 
Kiang is but a troublemaker, 
a rebel or to be more precise 
a v illain in the story who 
dared to challenge the Brit­
ish raj.

T h a n k fu lly  w e  h ave  
oral traditions and stories 
as the local people knew  
and understood them. O f  
course, these stories can­
not be corroborated with 
written sources but there is 
ample natural and traditional 
evidence som e o f  which arc 
available to this day lo sub­
stantiate these stories.

T he C onflict /on e  
The rebellion achieved  

the im possible which also  
look the British by surprise 
in that it was able to unite 
the entire hills portion o f  the 
erstwhile Jarttia Kingdom. 
Excep t for a few  c lek a s  
which maintained neutral­
ity. the fight happened in 
alm ost every  part o f  the 
hills . From N ongphyllut, 
Barato to Mynso, to Amkoi 
and Nongbareh. lo Shang- 
pung and Raliang the rebels 
were found to give the Brit­
ish a tough fight. Even in 
the clekas where the daloi 
rem ained neutral, people  
joined the rebellion and bai­
lies happened even in those 
areas. The fight between the 
soldiers and the rebels also 
happened in the villages on 
the foothills bordering what 
is now Bangladesh.
The C apture o f  U Kiang 

The oral stories blamed 
u Long Sutnga and his ac­
com plices for betraying the 
cause by providing informa­
tion to the soldiers -a story 
that is also corroborated by 
official documents. The rc- 
cords also provided startling 
information that the accom ­
plice was not as the oral nar­
ratives mention - the daloi 
o f  Jowai. Instead it was the 
daloi o f  Nartiang. The daloi 
o f  Nartiang is  considered  
to be ‘u kongwasan* elder 
brother or the first-among- 
equals amongst the daloi. 
but unfortunately, he was 
part o f  the com pany that 
passed the information. The 
trial o f  U Kiang was also  
reported to their higher-ups 
and how U Kiang was pro­
nounced guilty by the com ­
m ission and subsequently  
hanged was also recorded.

C onclusion  
The book is  expected to 

be an eye-opener for those 
who are interested in local 
history. There is scope for 
more work on the life o f  U 
Kiang Nangbah, especially  
in p lacin g  the oral p u z­
zles in the written sources 
available. One hope is that 
scholars w ill begin to study 
local history and bring that 
history to light which would 
otherwise be ncglcctcd.

B B B i B i
The monster 

we have 
created for 
ourselves

Editor.
A friend rangup the other 

day and after all the usual 
formalities o f  questions and 
answers on hedth, family 
and general wcll-bcingofall. 
the rather stale but yet ever 
present drama o f  politics 
popped up. Just look at the 
headlines o f  a I the local 
newspapers, three fourths o f  
the news is all atoui the sub­
ject under discussion. Yes 
we love to talk, hear about 
and gossip about politics . 
the juicy scandals; the name 
callings; the stabbings < ci­
ther frontal or h  the back). 
The latest is ih: public la­
ment o f  a patriarch o f  one o f  
thcsocallcd Regional parties 
o f  being betrayed by his par­
ty and office bearers whom 
he himself had groomed to 
their present day status in 
the party. His claim, whether

true or false, is that he had 
been backstabbcd. Some in 
his own pany say it’s  simply 
Karma) Yes politics is dirty 
. no doubt but it is lhat filth; 
lhat foul, putrid, loathsome 
moral corruption is  what 
makes the subject so attrac­
tive to a society that brands 
itself as "ka Jaitbynreiw tip 
bricw tip Blei. ( a community 
lhat believes in both God and 
man). We just love to talk 
about polities because most 
o f  it is made, ercated and 
comm itted by honourable 
members o f  our own society; 
by people we love to kowtow 
to; for whom we lo w  to bend 
over backwards for, by per­
sons we rush to for personal 
favours; by stalwarts, loyal 
and faithful members o f  the 
various churches that dot the 
countryside. Yes Politics 
is such an attractive subject 
simply because o f  its repul­
sive hypocrisy.

So the corollary lhat fol­
lows is what has politics done 
for us, as a community as a 
State? Have we benefited 
from 50 years o f  statehood?

All o f  us have indulged in 
politics (everyone has cast 
votes, discussed politics and 
elected politicians present 
and past) for the last 50 
years and so the question is 
justified. What do we have 
to show for it? Well i f  reports 
on the development index o f  
states in the country are to be 
believed ( all governments o f  
Meghalaya have discarded 
such reports as outright lies) 
then Meghalaya just happens, 
and surprisingly without 
much effort, to always figure 
last in almost every aspect. 
I f  w e happen to have any 
index on governance then 
the State has also managed 
to covcr itself in dishonour, 
embarrassment and shame 
because o f  tin; regular ( never 
periodical) scams and scan­
dals by our elected high and 
mighty. If the truth is told and 
accepted we are talking about 
a failed suite and failed by the 
very people we have clcctcd 
to uplift us.

A current video post o f  
the sort o f  activities that was 
allowed to happen in Khyn-

dailad on Christmas eve is re­
ally shameful. Arc we living 
in some govcm-lcss banana 
republic or is this Shillong? 
Can any dccatt society tol­
erate such lawless behavior? 
The most important question 
is -  Where were ihe police 
that Christmas eve? Now  
this is the latest and most fre­
quent question being asked 
in p o lite  society?  Where 
arc the policc when most 
needed? Most people believe 
(he Home Department has 
failed (he public but the party 
the Home Minister belongs 
lo. vehemently denies such 
accusations. Not surprising 
bccausc accountability is not 
the forte o f  our political dons. 
The utter shamelessness in 
one's inability to perform is 
condoned . What a m ess we 
have created for ourselves!

How have these things 
been allowed to happen to 
us? If w e care to answer  
truthfully then we must ad­
mit that Meglialaya has dis­
carded governance and if  
governance ii for the good 
o f  the people, then those

responsible for governance, 
our clcctcd politicians have 
abandoned the people who 
clcctcd  them. The chargc  
made in this letter against the 
political system; the political 
class ( to whichever party 
they belong to) and our indi­
vidual politicians is that they 
have turned their backs on the 
very electorate that clcctcd 
them; left the people high 
and dry and that their main 
interest is simply in se lf inter­
est and se lf  preserv ation. To 
cl ing on lo power, come w hat 
may. Our worst enemies are 
our politicians and the system  
they follow. We arc in the 
mess wc arc in because o f  this 
class o f  people. They have let 
the state and its people down. 
Wc have been betrayed by tl>c 
very people wc put our faith 
in. There, it has finally been 
said and said in thcopen. Un­
fortunately it happens to be 
the truth and the continuous 
political drama that used to 
entertain has now bccomc a 
poison that no longer amuses 
but a parasite that sucks the 
strength and vitality o f  the

state and its people.
All o f  this is bccausc wc 

have allowed politics to be 
played solely to clcct politi­
cians and parries (o power 
whhout (asking (hem wi(h 
(heir ability to govern. Elec­
tions arc being contested to 
bring people to power while 
how  they intend to carry 
out that pow er has never  
been asked. A s an elector­
ate wc have forgotten lhat 
accountability, fairness and 
transparency is the blood  
that sustains democracy. It 
seem s lhat 2023 will follow  
the sam e (rajcctory. For 
some o f  us its so  sad to sec  a 
state that w c fought for with 
might and soul be sold down 
the drain by power hungiy 
maniacs.

Yours etc..
Toki Blah.
Via email

Letters to tho Editor must haw 
the full name, address and 

contact number of the writer, 
even if they are sent by email. 
Only letters with the requisite

rtotsik will ho puhlkhod

We Christians are 
Indians and part of 

‘Bharatiya ethos’
By M  Chuba Ao

There are an estimated 28 
million Christians living in 
India Christianity is India's 
third-largest religion after 
Hinduism ;nd Islam in a pop­
ulation o f  1.35 billion people. 
R eligion-.vise population  
breakup in India is Hinduism
-  an estimated 79.8%. Islam 
14.2%. Christianity 2.3%. 
Sikhism  1.7%, Buddhism  
0.7%. Jainism 0.4% and oth­
ers 0.65%. While (here is no 
dear m ajoily denomination 
am ong InJian Christians, 
most o f  the Christians iden­
tify themselves as Catholics 
followed by Baptists.

It is believed that Chris- 
(iani(y was firs( introduced 
to India nearly two thousand 
years ago by St. Thomas who 
w asadiscb lcofJcsus. How­
ever, the <f>rcad o f  Christi­
anity in India began much 
later, from the 16th ccntury 
onwards, with the arrival o f  
European Missionaries. The 
earliest o f  these missionar­
ies were Portuguese and the 
Dutch followed by French 
and the British. Gradually, 
Christianiiy also  made its 
entry into the north-cast fron­
tiers ofInda in the l7thCcn- 
tury when American Baplis(s 
started proselytizing the local 
Assamese people in Sadiya. 
Soon, i( started spreading 
imo ihc other parts o f  nortlv 
eastern region.

Though Christianity is a 
minority religion in India, 
people o f  the faith have been 
making crucial and vilal con­
tributions lo nation building 
since ccnturics in the field 
o f  education, social service, 
economy, literature, health 
care etc. Christian mission­
aries can be considered the 
pioneers o f the Indian educa­
tion system that w c see today. 
The missionaries preachcd in 
the native hnguagcs and also

Christian citizens had been 
actively involved in the Indi­
an Independence movement. 
The All India Conference  
o f  Indian Christians advo­
cated for Swaraj and op­
posed the partition o f  India. 
Christianity never forced 
Indians or Indian Christians 
to give up their love for the 
country. Then, w hy as an 
individual and as community 
wc should not be more as­
sertive! Why should wc not 
tell anyone and everyone  
that India is very much our 
own country! Wc belong to 
it as do people from other 
communities and Bharatiya 
or Indian ethos arc also as 
much our own. Whether one 
is a Naga Christian, a Mizo 
Christian, a Khasi Christian 
or a Catholic or a Baptist, 
we arc all equal citizens o f  
India and I can say confi­
dently that most Christians 
are patriots and nationalists. 
Christians' contribution in 
nation building is something 
we should be proud of. And 
I am confident that a num­
ber o f  non-Christians and 
perhaps an overwhelming  
number o f  them appreciate 
our contribution, patriotism 
and overall social service.

Underlining these points 
has become imperative for 
some o f  us bccausc as Chris­
tian politicians our a sso­
ciation with the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is fre­
quently manipulated and 
twisted by trying to show  
the Party in the bad light: as 
being opposed to Christian­
ity and its followers. The 
Hon'blc PM Modi has time 
and again assured that his 
government docs not dif­
ferentiate between people 
on the basis o f  their faith 
and religion. Founded by 
illustrious leaders like Atal

The eurliest o f  these missionaries were 
Portuguese and the Dutch followed by French 
and the British. Gradually', Christianity atso 
made its entry' into the north-east frontier\ o f  

India in the I7tli Century when American 
Baptists started proselytizing the local 

Assamese people in Sadiya.

used English to introduce 
the local people to Western 
ideas. This led to growth o f  
modern vernacular education 
as well as English language. 
The Europeans were also  
among Ihc first promoters of 
women's education in India. 
Today, all the states with 
large Christian population 
enjoy hcalby literacy rates. 
In fact, a vast number o fth e  
prominent c itizens o f  past 
and present have received  
their education from one 
o f  the plethora o f  Christian 
missionary schools dotting 
the landscape o f  India. In the 
social spate, western ideals 
introduced by the Europeans 
inspired the social reformers 
o f  India to fight many pre­
vailing soc ally evil practices 
such as saii, female infanti­
cide. purdah, polygamy etc. 
Christian missionaries from 
the very beginning worked 
towards abolish ing these 
anti-social systems. In the
econom ic , thci
hardly any state or a region 
o f  the cosntry which has 
not been influenced by the 
works o f  Vcrghcse Kuricn. 
Knows as the father o f  White 
Revolution in India, he trans­
formed the dairy sector o f  
India making it a se lf  sustain­
ing industry and largest rural 
employment sector providing 
a third o f  all rural income. 
There are nany other Chris­
tians who have made such 
equally vital contributions in 
diverse businesses.

Proud b u t ‘shy’ 
Christians:

While these achievements 
make me swell w ith pride as 
a Christian I can also easily 
say that Christians are often 
‘shy’ o f  their contributions 
and rather peculiarly lend to 
behave defensively. I fail to 
understand such a predica­
ment. Yes iidccd. some kinds 
o f  complexities have been 
created by irrational linking 
o f  Christian religion with 
negative aspects o f  colonial 
history. But Christianity or 
not, wc Ciristians and our 
forefathers cherished Indian 
freedom as much it was done
hy -a H indu o r  :i M uslim
brother in 1947. Ordinary

Bihari Vajpayee and L K Ad- 
vani. this party has always 
believed in Gandhian so­
cialism and true secularism. 
BJP's concept o f  secularism 
is akin to the Father o f  the 
Nation where he thought all 
religions were true and the 
Stale should be sccular to 
protect all subjects.

Advani j i h im self was 
a product o f  a C atholic  
Institute, Saint Patrick's 
High School o f  Karachi 
in un-dividcd Akhand In­
dia. U nion M inister and 
my youn g friend Piyush 
Goyal did schooling from 
Don Bosco High School, 
Matunga in Mumbai. For­
mer Punjab Governor J F R 
Jacob was born in Calcutta
lo a deeply religious Jewish 
family originally from Iraq. 
At the age o f  nine, Jacob 
was sent to Victoria Boys' 
School, a boarding school 
in Kurscong near Darjeeling. 
By citing these antecedents.
I am laying emphasis on ihc 
spirit o f  inclusivcncss and 
Bharatiya spirit o f  Vasudcva 
Kutumbakam that ihc Party 
embodies. Narendra Modi 
has been crystal clear and 
very articulate on Ihe nut­
ter by urging people to ap­
preciate the importance o f  
self-discipline and the spirit 
o f  Vasudcva Kutumbakam. 
His slogan 'Sabka Saalh and 
Sabka Vikas' is essentially 
based on the doctrine that 
all development and peacc 
and progress in a m ulti­
religious and multilingual 
India is based on the doctrine 
o f  equality o f  the human 
race. And so  why should 
Christians presume that the 
BJP will be against them? 
It is  a fatuous argument, 
therefore, that Christianity 
as a religion and the BJP 
as a political entity are in 
a state o f  confrontation. 
Nation building cannot be 
compartmentalized — like 
wc cannot say •• 'my India 
and you are not Indian' kind 
o f  rhetoric. The BJP is never 
anti-Christian.

(The author, M  Chuba 
A o  is  na tiona l vice p resi­
dent. BJP. W m  are per­
sona!)
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Can we keep religion 
aside, please?

By Dominick “I) a uni Roising ” Rymbai

“Forgiveness says you are given another 
chance 10 make a new beginning."

—  D e sm o n d  T u tu

T h e S h illo n g  T im es
o:I.XV No. 140 SIIII.I.OM.'.SAII RDAV. IIM KMBI R 31.2022

O f rowdy Christm as celebrations
IT is unfortunate that every religious observance 
today is marked by row diness, sexually explicit 
dances and lewd remarks which am ount to de­
bauchery and are a  slur on the sanctity o f  the oc­
casion. The fact lhat Christm as itself is reduced 
to a  display ofw ealth  m arked by blinking lights 
that deck nearly every hom e even while many 
fam ilies are barely able to have tw o square 
m eals reveals the crassness o f  society today a 
society marked by inequality and inequity both. 
It's  ironic that the birth o f  a  saviour whose par­
ents could not even find a place to rest in, even 
while the mother was in labour pain should be 
observed with such pom p and show. The Bible 
says the child Jesus was finally bom  in a  manger 
and was wrapped with swaddling clothes. The 
levels to which this simple birth is being inter­
preted today by a society bred on conspicuous 
consum erism  and exhibitionism  is vulgar to say 
the least. While som e church leaders have aired 
their views on the capitalisation o f  a  solemn 
occasion where shops do brisk business while 
clothes, ornaments, night life, drunken brawls 
have begun to define this important Christian 
function, others maintain a studied silence.

That downtown Shillong (Police Bazar) has 
becom e the scene  o f  ugly braw ls and even lewd 
bodily displa> with no one to stop the rowdies 
suggcsLs that the rule o f  law in the State and the 
city are on a downslide. Every person does what 
he/she w ants to without a  care as to the impact 
their actions would have on the entire society 
and on the younger generation that is able to 
view those obnoxious videos o f  people who 
evidently are out o f  their minds either because 
they are high on drugs or too sozzled with booze, 
are acting out Perhaps the idea is to create an 
uproar on social m edia because those youth 
want to send out som e kind o f  m essage that 
they no longer care about decency or the much 
p ro p o u n d e d  “jin g d o n  b u ro m "  (the ultim ate in 
Khasi etiquette) because they want to cock a 
snook at a  hypocritical system  where the haves 
are self- indulgent to the point o f  forgetting that 
a  large section o f  their com m unity are homeless 
and struggle to find work. Perhaps the youth are 
trying to send out a  message lhat the elders need 
to pay attention to provided they find the time 
to decipher that message.

O ur rehabilitation centres and there are too 
few o f  them , are bursting at the seam s with 
young and elderly having to check in for treat­
m ent and detoxification. No one really cares 
about the plight o f  this population. Perhaps 
w hat’s on display at Police Bazar arc the ac­
tions o f  troubled minds. If  what happened on 
C hristmas eve is a foretaste o f  things to come, 
what will New Y ears  eve be like?

A Prayer for 2023
A s  2 0 2 2  d raw s to  a 

c lo se, it’s  time once again 
for a prayer for India ahead 
o f  a new year.

Where the mind is w ith­
out fear and the head is  held 
high.. W here India takes 
the threat posed by China 
seriously as a 'united' coun­
try, not where the political 
response is  marked by a 
juvenile  and frankly self- 
defeating *tu tu main main* 
argument with government 
and opp osition  accu sin g  
each other o f  being in c o l­
lu sion  w ith the C hin ese. 
Where the army is kept out 
o f  the ugly political slug- 
fest and fully supported in 
bravely protecting our bor­
ders on icy clim es. Where 
when things go wrong in
2022 w e don't blame it on 
Nehru's failings in 1962.

W here parliam ent is  a 
forum for informed debate 
on m atters o f  national

By Rajdeep Sardesa i
‘anti-national'.

W h e r e  the E le c t io n  
Com m ission acts as a neu­
tral um pire and d o e sn 't  
gear its actions to suit the 
p arty in  pow er. W here  
e le c te d  rep re sen ta t iv e s  
don't switch sides only for 
ministerial benefit. Where 
the Enforcement Director­
ate cannot be an uncaged 
R ottw eiler  in op p osition  
ruled states while being a 
pliant poodle in BJP-rulcd 
states. Where enforcement 
a g e n c ie s  aren 't u sed  to 
intimidate political rivals 
into falling ia line, where 
the Prevention o f  Money 
Laundering Act cannot re­
verse the basic principle o f  
jurisprudence o f  innocent 
till proven guilty.

W here a rational d is ­
c u ssion  on  ihe econ om y  
ca lls  for more facts, less

c ap ita ls but b ecom es an 
integral part o f  the national 
conversation . W here the 
right to breathe clean air is 
seen a s a fundamental right 
as much as a right to clean 
drinking water. Where ev ­
ery year when our c ities are 
flooded out. w e hold urban 
bodies accountable for the 
taxes w e pay for better in­
frastructure.

Where w c cant have a 
financial system  that writes 
offh efty  loans for corporate 
India but a farmer has his 
tractor seized for defaulting 
on a single loan instalment. 
W here sm a ll and m icro  
in d u str ie s  g e t  the sam e  
benefits from banks that a 
w ell-networked large busi­
ness docs. Where w c w on­
der w hy so  many wealthy 
Indians are taking overseas 
citizenship, where w e can't

to seek a ban on the film. 
Where in a plural society, 
no on e  has a m on op o ly  
on colour choices, where  
saffron can be pious and 
beautiful at the sam e time. 
Where the targeting o f  an 
Indian M uslim  superstar 
is  called out for the unal­
loyed bigotry it represents, 
where se lf-sty led  cultural 
v ig ila n te s  can't b e c o m e  
the so le  guardians o f  a 
millennial civilization and 
its value system s. Where 
a government doesn't pro­
mote a film  that fits in with  
its  propaganda m ach ine  
w hile censoring those that 
don't buy into an official 
narrative. Where tolerance 
and accom modation o f  the 
‘other- becom es a sym bol 
o f  our unique diversity.

W here s o c ia l  m ed ia  
doesn't becom e a ‘free for 
all' fomm  for hate speech 
and a b u se , w h ere  fact-

Change 
dem ands hard  

work
Editor,
The write-up o f Patricia 

Mukhim which appeared in 
your esteemed daily on Dec 
16. 2022 under the caption 
“We all want CHANGE*' 
w e Hope for CHANGE but 
how," is a thought provoking 
one. This article, so painstak­
ingly written, is irdccd food 
for thought, for ui readers.

Yes. changc in the vot­
in g pattern o f  o  jr people  
is a must, i f  w c Jo not go  
for it then w e w il  have the 
same hung assembly after 
the election, to be followed  
by a coalition government, 
year after year. This type  
o f  cooperative government 
is  happening because wc  
are voting for an individual 
candidate regardless o f  the 
party to which such candi­
date belongs.

In a coalition govern­
ment. as w c have seen, no 
party takes responsibility  
should something go wrong 
or there is a misadventure in 
governance. The coalition  
partners, to escape respon­
sibility, openly and freely, 
blame the government, with 
a false sense o f  impunity, 
quite forgetting that they 
are also part o f  it. in the pro­
cess, w e get an irresponsible 
government. Also in such an 
arrangement o f  government

formation MLAs and even 
ministers, are seen concen­
trating. on themselves only 
on appeasing the people o f  
their respective constituen­
cies. The reason for their 
doing so is  well known to 
us. A s a result, the state as 
a whole suffers from death 
and deal (li u f  development
and progress.

So, it is o f  utmost neces­
sity to avoid such a fractured 
verdict in the upcoming elec­
tion. This can be done only 
when w e vote for the party, 
which has fielded adequate 
number o f  candidates, in 
our 60-member’ assembly, 
st) that such party can foim  a 
government o f  its own.

This changc so suggested 
in our voting behaviour is not 
easy to bring about. Hiis is 
because a large chunk o f  vot- 
eis are just I iterate enough to 
put their signature on the dot­
ted line. They do not under­
stand the nitty-gritty o f  how 
our government runs. They 
consider freebies as an im­
portant incentive for voting. 
Unfortunately, they are the 
deciding factor in electing 
candidates in any constitu­
ency. In such a background, 
the educated and enlightened 
on es, desirous o f  change  
have to take an active part 
in educating and persuading 
such ignorant voters at least 
in their own neighbourhood 
regarding whom to cast their 
vote for. If this extra pain Is 
not taken by our knowledge­
able people, then the changc, 
w e hope to bring remains

im portance, w here m ikes 
o f  opposition M Ps are not 
sw itched o f f  even  as the 
cameras focus relentlessly 
on the treasury benches. 
Where parliament sessions 
are not consigned to being 
a m ere ritual, w here  the 
opposition doesn't disrupt 
and the government doesn't 
dictate but both sid es learn 
to talk to rather than talk at 
each other. Where cnicial 
cabinet decision making is 
not reduced to unilateral ac ­
tion, where India presiding 
overa G 20 summit isabout 
collective pride and not in­
dividual self-promotion.

Where the executive and 
jud ic iary  don 't confront  
cach other but recognize  
their constitutional lim its. 
Where judges appointments 
are not held up only because 
the governm ent w ants to 
prove a point. Where ju ­
dicial independence is not 
comprom ised by ministers 
publicly attacking judges. 
Where the judiciary stands 
up to protect the rights o f  
c itize n s  in all e a se s  and 
not selectively. Where hu­
man rights activists are not 
languishing for years in jail 
without bail only because 
their ideolog ica l leanings 
lead them to be branded

a pipe dream. Wc w ill be 
condemned to have the same 
ruling dispensation perpetu­
ally and eternally

Yours etc., 
Kristina Chcttri, 

Shillong -2

C hristm as not 
for unholy 

parties
Editor,
December 25 is the holi­

est day for Christians. It 
is this day on which Lord 
Jesus had taken birth. 1 feel 
not only Christians but even 
people  from other faiths 
should also  consider  this 
as an auspicious day. All 
should observe this day with 
a complete purity o f  heart 
and mind. It is indeed a good 
idea to do some charity and 
help the needy and poor on 
this day. But. the sad part is 
that the contrary is noticed 
during Christmas eve these  
days! Certain people throw 
special parties with booze. 
They want to jazz up this oc­
casion with ail vulgar dance, 
wild revelry and much more. 
The depraved v id eo  that 
went viral recently, in fact, 
is just the tip o f  the iceberg. 
This I am speaking very 
objectively.

Please check out, many 
have sta rted  think ing  that 
Christmas (including Durga 
Puja...) is a big day to cel­
ebrate with drink and dance

spin-doctorirg. Where all 
is not doom  and gloom  but 
neither can don't worry  
be happy, w c  arc better o ff  
than the rest o f  the world' 
becom e a recurring mantra. 
Where it is  better to admit 
that grow th h as s lo w e d  
dow n and jobs are scarce  
rather than live in denial. 
Where our lew  ranking in 
the g lob al hunger index  
should trouble us just as 
lift in g  so  many m illion s  
o f  Indians out o f  poverty 
should be a natter o f  sat­
isfaction.

Where ont political par­
ty's w elfare agenda cannot 
becom e another party's ‘re- 
vadi'. where political par­
ties should make election  
prom ises they can deliver  
on rather than spur a free­
bie  culture h a t w ill only  
bankrupt the exch eq uer. 
Where parties seek votes on 
governance a id  not by rak­
ing up polarizing issues as 
weapons o f  m ass distrac­
tion. Where e lections arc 
fought on the needs o f  a 2 1 
century India and not who 
destroyed which place o f  
worship in the 16th ccntury. 
Where climate change is an 
Issue that is not confined to 
seminars in distant global

until you fall. Why arc the 
HOLY days earmarked for 
all acts o f  debauchery? Why 
are such outrageous things 
catching on among the new 
generation? Has Christmas 
becom e synonym ous with 
depravity? This ca lls all 
spiritual leaders, social ac­
tivists, and die government, 
which is  seem in gly  non­
com m ittal. into question. 
One fee ls our priests and 
bishops should not remain 
silent. They should speak out 
and dictate their terms. Their 
silence might be taken as ap­
proval. Frenzied parties and 
prayers cannot go together. 
Heaven should send down 
blessings, not curse. Amen!

Yours etc., 
Salil Gcwali 

Shillong

Expectations in 
the new year
Editor,
There are many expecta­

tions in 2023 for the country 
such a s the G 20 session , 
fresh outbrc-ik C ovid. a s­
sem bly elections in nine 
states and expcctod recession 
in the world and political 
performance o f Rahul Gan­
dhi etc.. and in nutshell next 
year will be crucial for India 
on several counts. Covid’s 
new variant isat the doorstep 
o f  the country and it had
expanded in China creating 
havoc in that country. India 
lias already started taking

talk o f  ease o f  doing busi­
ness anti then let the taxmen 
target businesses.

Where government re­
cru itm en t e x a m s aren 't  
endlessly delayed and when 
they arc held w e don't have 
paper leaks every year that 
comprom ise the careers o f  
lakhs o f  youn g Indians. 
Where reservations don't 
becom e a political weapon 
that prevent a level playing  
f ie ld  in h igh ly  com p eti­
tive professions, where the 
number o f  seats available  
in  the g e n e ra l c a te g o ry  
d on 't shrink every  year, 
where equal opportunities 
are made available through 
scaled up scholarship pro­
gram m es. here intcrfaith 
marriages aren't instantly 
dem onised as ‘ love jehad* 
and where love is not crimi- 
n a lizc d  through u n co n ­
stitutional law s. W here 
c o lle c t iv e  anger  again st  
rape is  not determined by  
the religious identity o f  the 
rapist but by the nature o f  
the crim e. Where, whether 
the name o f  the accused is 
Aftab or A mar. the law for 
murder is  the same for all.

Where the colour o f  a 
dress that an actor wears 
in a film is  hardly reason

precautions in this regard.
But the famous French 

a stro loger  N ostradam us 
predicted that in 2023 the 
Ukraine crisis m ight lead 
to a world war. He foretold 
a temperature rise and her­
alded the arrival o f  a new  
Pope, a civil war in America, 
civil unieM in die w uild,and
a Mars landing.

India will hold more than 
200 events spread across ma­
jor metro cities. Prime Min­
ister Modi plans to showcase 
himself and India in a grand 
show to project him self as 
a world leader ahead o f  the
2024 polls. Politically, for 
India, the upcom ing nine 
state elections are the most 
significant in 2023. They will 
decide the fate o f  several par­
ties and their leaders, includ­
ing Congress, the BJP. and 
other regional parties. The 
strength o f  Rahul Gandhi 
will be tested in these polls 
after his current Bharat Jodo 
yatra ends in February.

The results o f  the nine 
assembly elections will be a 
precursor for the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls. Who wins and 
who loses will impact the 
electorate and the workers' 
m orale. There is a direct 
fight between the BJP and 
the Congress in Rajasthan. 
Chhattisgarh. and Madhya 
Pradesh. In Karnataka, there 
will be a triangular contest 
between BJP, Congress, and 
JDS. In Tclangana. a trian­
gular fight will be between 
TRS. Congress, and BJP. In 
Tripura, too, there w ill be a

c h eck ers aren’t arrested  
only bccausc the facts arc 
inconvenient to the power­
ful in a post-truth world. 
W here Indian corporate  
b arons w ith  entrenched  
p o lit ica l in terests  d on 't 
serm onize on freedom  o f  
speech w hile effecting hos­
t ile  takeovers o f  m edia 
com panies. W here prime 
time tv show s don’t profit 
from com m unal polarisa­
tion but provide their view ­
ers with know ledge and not 
noise.

W here India qu a lif ie s  
one day for the World Cup 
football finals and throws up 
hom egrown football icons 
rather than appropriating a 
M essi as one o f  our own. 
Where our wom en’s  hockey 
and cricket players get the 
sam e attention as their male 
cou n terp arts w hen  they 
conquer new peaks. Where 
every  Indian, irrespective 
o f  caste, incom e, gender, 
region or religion, fee ls a 
sense  o f  com m on citizen­
ship in being Indian.

Into that heaven o f  free­
dom, let my country awake! 
Happy N ew  Year!

(The writer is a senior 
journalist am!author. Mail: 
rajdeepsan/esaiS2@gmail. 
com)

triangular fight between the 
BJP. the Congress, and the 
Left Front. The immediate 
focus is on Karnataka. The 
BJ P has high stakes as that is 
the only state where the BJP 
is  ruling in the south. The 
C ongrcss- J D( S) combi nc has 
a chance to wrest the gov­
ernment from the DJP. Will 
Congress revive its strength? 
Will Rahul Gandhi emerge 
stronger? The Him achal 
Pradesh win this month has 
boosted the morale o f  the 
Congress. It has allowed a 
chance for Congress to unite 
the Opposition. The opposi­
tion parties have realised that 
Modi will get a third term 
unless they combine. They 
w ill decide on the prime 
ministerial candidate only  
after the polls. There are at 
least halfa dozen contenders, 
mostly the egoistic regional 
satraps like Mamata Bancr- 
jec, KCR, and Arvind Kcjri- 
wal. The government has to 
take a firm decision on the 
old pension scheme.

On the foreign front many 
bold decisions arc expected 
from the country. Overall.
2 023  look s prom ising in 
most spheres.

Yours etc., 
Yash Pal Ralhan 

Via email

A r t ic le s  and le tters  
appearing on this page are 
tho viow e o f  th« writare/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shillong  Times

D ecem b er  3 0 , 2 0 2 2  
is the 160th D eath A n ­
n iversary o f  the Indian 
freedom  fighter. U Woh 
Kiang N uigbah. the Aam 
Aadmi leider o f  the Jaintia 
R eb ellion  (1X 60-1X 63). 
Reading llirough Rev. IIII 
Mohrmcti’s  debut English 
w ork U Kiang N angbah, 
one can say the main causcs 
o f  the rebellion were eco­
nom ic hardships (im posi­
tion o f  house tax on the 
A am  Aadmi) and cultural 
d o n iin a to n  (banning o f  
tradition;)! festivals) by the 
white man. It has nothing to 
d o  with religion, per sc.

L ove and Hate. Tw o  
p ow erfu l e m o tio n s  that 
can bring out the best and 
the worst in us. humans. 
A nd thcri religion, crccd. 
relig iou s den om in ation , 
faith or by whatever word 
a Thesaurus describes it. as 
usual, creeps into the pic­
ture. In our ancient hills w c 
call home, many a beautiful 
love  storv has been ruined 
by that dreaded word and 
went the Ka Sohlyngngem
& U Rynmaw w ay. For­
tunately. the support e c o ­
system  o f  the clan (Kur). 
family and friends in our 
H ynniew trep  s o c ie ty  is  
somehow vibrant e lse  most 
stories would have ended 
along the lines o f  Qayaniat 
S c  O aysm at Tak (I98X  
film). IIctr-Ratijhaor Laila- 
Majnu. Still, life has become 
as such that had he been a 
Khasi tribal, the English  
radical poet Percy B. Shel­
ley w ou li have conic out 
with bctt;r lines than Our 
sw eetest son gs arc those 
that tell c f  saddest thought 
(To A Skylark. 1X20). Also, 
had she been a Khasi. the 
popular American singer- 
songw rilcr  T aylor Sw ift  
w ould have abundance of. 
and inavbc better, m ate­
rial for liar sw eet sad love 
songs.

M usic. T he language 
of the soul.

W hcr Fr.(Latc) Justin 
Lyngkhoi. form er parish 
priest o f  K hliehriat and 
a Marair native o f  Saw - 
svm per village, composed 
the hymns for the Catholic 
Khasi Hymn book. Ka Lyn- 
ti Bneng. lie was ccrtainly 
influenced by the age-old  
C ath o lic  Latin hym nal.
When Mjxter Warjri (for­
merly ofT hc Voices: Na La 
Rympci) started to  compose 
the music and lyrics for the 
celebration o f  the Diamond 
Jubilee o f th e  Riatsamthiah 
P resb yterian C hurch in
2024. lie will ccrtainly be 
in fluenced by the Welsh 
Calvinistic traditions. Once 
upon a time, not so  long  
ago. a band M onK hm cr led 
by a Khasi named Ham- 
marsincKliarlimar. w as ac­
tive in the indie music sccnc 
o f  N ew  York City, flic  band 
had influences o f  the  Blues. 
Americana and Alternative 
Rock genre. W hen Ram 
Suchiang. a Pnar. brought 
out a Hindi album, he was 
certainly influenced by the 
l ik es o f  RD Burman and 
the music o f  Mahcsh Bhatt 
films. Th; singing style o f  
Ciracyl R:>pmay docs have 
influence* o f  Western pop- 
rock and Shakira.

However, should any­
one pay attention anti listen 
with a little depth to all the 
a b o v e  n c n tio n ed  m u si­
cians. one can feel the beat 
o f  the Khasi Rhythm  in 
all their outpourings. This 
Khasi Rhytnm know s no 
religion. It surely know s a 
Khasi tribal. A Khasi is just 
bom  with (and into) it. And 
irrespective o f  dialects and 
sub-tribc>. any Khasi can 
relate to it. If one takes one 
o f  those yellow M axx jeeps 
from Shillong to Nongpoh 
or vice  versa, one should 
not be surprised i f  tlic driver 
isplayinu som e Pnar songs. 
N ights in Nongstoin town 
w ould r iig  w ith som e o f  
the popular Pnar numbers. 
A nd this holiday season, 
C hi-iungs Didi Pong Pong, 
N adicn  Sgan  Bud from  
LJ Film  Studio Nongpoh. 
Hey Kongthci by llcpp  X 
W anjop Sohkhlet, O ’stc, 
EDM so i^ so fD J  Wanshan 
and B oyso f Rhythm’s Shad 
llaban DaShai arc up thcrc 
on any Ktiasi or non-Khasi 
playlist.

Govcrnancc is a con ­
tinuous process, l hat one 
can easily conclude from 
the tu-lu main-main healthy 
A ssembly debates between 
our former CM (the present 
Leader o;'Opposition) and 
our present CM. A former 
doctor ofZikzak PHC. our 
form er CM understands 
w ell the debt-laden, out- 
of-pockci expenses o f  pa­
tients and their fam ilies. 
In D cc cn ib cr _ 2 0 l2 . the 
Government o f  Meghalaya 
launched one o f  India’s  first 
Universal Health Coverage 
sc h e m e , the M egh alaya

Health Insurance Schem e  
(M HIS).This was years be­
fore the Centre launched the 
PM Jan Aarogya Scheme. 
A n M BA by training and a 
former entrepreneur, no one 
understands better the hard­
ships and obstacles faccd by 
our budding entrepreneurs, 
tlte job creators rather than 
job seekers. Many an entre­
preneur w ill be grateful for 
Hie PRIME Start-Up Hubs 
and the support ecosystem  
they provide. And com e  
M arch 2 0 2 3 , o n e  hop es  
the n ew /o ld  governm ent 
w ill continue with the M e­
ghalaya Grassroots M usic 
K ojcct.

It's an in-thing for the 
thinking (and non-thinking 
too) public to throw brick­
bats and non-constructivc 
criticism s at the slate bu­
reaucracy. the very sam e  
bureaucracy that im p le ­
mented the M lllS  scheme 
anti PRIME Start-Up proj­
ect. For successful im ple­
mentation o f  M lllS  from 
January 2 0 13 onwartts. due 
credit should be given to Mr 
DP Wahiang, IAS (the then 
Commissioner & Secretary) 
and MR Synrem. IAS (the 
then Secretary), Health D e­
partment. Government o f  
Meghalaya and their teams. 
For PR IMF, Start-Up. the 
names o f  Dr Vijay Kumar 
D. IAS (present C om m is­
sioner and Secretary) and 
Cyril V D  D icngdoh. IAS 
(present Secretary) o f  Plan­
ning Department and their 
teams, com e to mind.

In the interest o f  Megha­
laya's citizens, the creed o f  
the aforementioned elected 
representatives and bureau­
crats should never com e up 
for discussion. Their work 
should.

"I'he H ag, our
N ational Flag.

Som e attribute the saf­
fron to the majority com ­
m unity, the green to the 
largest m inority and the 
white to the other minori­
ties. Tlic Cliakra symbolises 
all Indians (the Union o f  
States) w orking together  
to a c h ie v e  gr ea tn e ss  as 
envisioned by our Found­
ing Fathers and M others, 
hopefu lly  latest by 2047. 
The size o f  each colour in 
the Flag is equal, all Indians 
being equal ax enshrined in 
our Constitution. One fails 
to understand why m any 
attribute the colour saffron 
only with our Prime M in­
ister and the main ruling 
party at the Centre. He is 
the I^M o f  our Republic, not 
just o f  the 37.36%  o f  the 
total voters who voted for 
his party in the 2019 Lok 
Sablia e lec tio n s . O b jec ­
tively speaking, the Centre 
has been w orking o v er ­
time for the North-Eastern 
R egion, e specia lly  in the 
roads' life lin e s , m aking  
us feel less alienated and 
cut-off. Recently, our PM 
announced the construction 
o f  the Shillong-Dicngpasoh 
Road. The road will be a 
god sen d  for m any from  
eastern Meghalaya to reach 
Shillong: in emergency cas­
es. it w ill enable the patients 
to reach NEIGRIIIM S in 
record time.

Oh. this age o f  anony­
m ous trolls in social media 
w here in su lis’threats arc 
issued right, left and centre. 
Oh! To live  anti die for a 
Cause, a cause bigger than 
o n e se lf  or on e’s religious 
beliefs. The warrior U Woh 
Kiang Nangbah has prov ed 
that one can.

As 2022 ends and 2023  
beckons. Sting’s Let Your 
Soul Ik* Your Pilot (Mercu­
ry Falling. 1996) resonates 
through the mind. There is 
a lingering fear o f  another 
phase o f  the pandemic.

H oping against Hope. 
There is Hope. Hoping & 
Praying for a Better Fu­
ture.

P .S.: T h e w riter is  a 
Hynnicwtrcp’Khasi tribal: a 
Pnar married to a Khynriam 
from Shillong, with Roots 
o f  Origin from present-day 
Tuber village in East Jaintia 
Hills District. His most im­
mediate maternal relatives 
are permanently settled in 
Tpep-Palc locality. Jowai. 
Baptised a Roman Catholic, 
he was deeply influenced by 
tlic Beipoons (Grannies) o f  
Tpep-Palc. the Salcsians o f  
Don Bosco and Protestant 
relatives. And was raised 
in a syncretic m ix o f  Pnar 
cultural trad itions, w ith  
a heavy dosage o f  the in­
digenous Nianurc rites & 
rituals o f  the Rymbai clan, 
and the Western Christian 
traditions. Presently lie is a 
member o f  the Riatsamthi- 
ah Presbyterian C hurch. 
Shillong.

D isclaim er: View s ex­
pressed are personal; they 
do  not reflect those o f  the 
G overn m ent o f  M egh a­
laya.


