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Dearth of Institution Builders
WHAT is also desirable is to have heads of institu-
tions that understand and imbibe the local culture
and sensitivities and do not carry with them the
arrogance of the mainstream casteist underpinnings
which show up Meghalaya has a number of central
institutions with NEHU being the oldest —as old as
the State ot Meghalaya. Since its inception, NEHU
has had its share of problems but those have been
resolved, often with the problem being pushed un-
der the carpet only to erupt again. Inthe late 1990s
NEIGRIHMS arrived followed By NEIAH, the IHM,
I1M, NIFT and the National Law University among
others. These institutions attract students, faculty and
staff*from across the country' since they are centrally
funded institutions. They therefore require acampus
that supports diversity and where all voices have
equal weight. Just because a central institution is
located in Meghalaya does not mean that the employ-
ment rules should be bent to accommodate only local
residents and local interests. The employment rules
have to be followed keeping in mind the reservation
policy. This requires a climate of transparency on the
part gf those running the institutions.

Anyone appointed to head an institution in Me-
ghalaya should undergo at least a week’s exposure
at the Meghalaya Administrative Training Institute
(MATI) so they know the subtleties and pain points
of the society and negotiate their way around those
without creating unnecessary pin-pricks which
slowly accumulate into anger and hatred and from
which they earn the tag of being anti-tribal. All in-
stitutional heads coming from outside also need an
exposure to the subtleties of the matrilineal culture
and both its upside and downsides. Tribals coming
from a casteless society do not often understand the
culture of obeisance towards heads of institutions.
Their way of showing respect is different; so too
their mode of engagement. Heads of Institution are
also institution builders and as such they need the
co-operation of all stakeholders to ensure that the
Institution has better chances of progressing and
serving the needs of s6ciety without being embroiled
in needless controversies that degenerate into a law
and order problem. It takes two hands to clap and
conflicts are part of human nature. A teacher in an
institution is expected to show patience and accep-
tance of differences and not to promote extremist
political ideologies that cast aspersions on certain
religions, faiths and their practitioners.

Not everyone leading an institution is an institu-
tion builder. The latter have special qualities such
as building a culture of trust and transparency and
winning people around to their ideas. They listen to
multiple voices and create a safe space for people to
share ideas, without shouting anyone down. Institu-
tion builders invest time in informal interaction and
don’tmind sharing their weak points while acknowl-
edging the strength in co-workers. An institution
builder does not claim credit for everything but gives
credit to others for every achievement. Above all,
institution builders ensure they are not missed by
creating a new generation of leaders. The question
to ask is - Do we have such leaders an institution

builders in Meghalaya?

a Letters to the Editor

Struggles

of Bakery
Business in
Meghalaya

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper,
I wish to draw attention to
the growing struggles faced
by the bakery business in
Meghalaya, especially in
recent times. Bakeries play
a crucial role in our state’s
local economy, offering em-
ployment and catering to the
daily needs of the people,
particularly to the low in-
come societies, it is a means
for a source of income.

However, due to the ris-
ing cost of the ingredients
like flour, butter, eggs, oil
and many more ingredients
required for the said industry,
entrepreneurs are struggling
to keep their businesses at a
sustainable level.

Over and above that, most
of the bakeries in state lack
access to modem equipment,
reliable supply of electric-
ity, and financial support,
coupled with poor facilities
for loans and finding their
own ground while compet-
ing with well established
bakeries in town, branded
products etc. This makes it
hard for small businesses to

survive.

Itis high time the Govern-
ment takes note of the chal-
lenges, either through the
Skill Development Depart-
ments by making it easier
to acquire loan or support or
by creating policies that sup-
portand enable small bakery
owners— whether through
subsidies, improved infra-
structure, skill development
training, or financial aid.
This will definitely provide
means of employment to
many talented households
and individuals alike.

I sincerely hope this let-
ter helps create awareness
and prompts the concerned
stakeholders to take mean-
ingful action by uplifting
the local bakery industry in
Meghalaya.

Yours etc.,

Delicia Vanora Lyngdoh.

Shillong

Equal Justice
for All Regions
Must Be
India’s Priority

Editor,

The recent terrorist attack
in Pahalgam, Kashmir was
a horrific act of violence
and must be unquestionably
condemned by all. Target-
ing civilians is inexcusable,
and 1commend the Indian
government for its swift

Workers’ Rights and Public
Discourse in Meghalaya

It is only when it comes
to the Reservation Policy in
appointments or promotion,
and the demand for increase
in remuneration and other
monetary benefits, espe-
cially in government or quasi
government establishments
that workers or job seekers
in Meghalaya -would come
together as a collective to
pressure the State to redress
their grievances. Beyond
this, it is business as usual
for workers in Meghalaya.
Although, Meghalaya has
had a long history of work-
ers mobilization by National
Labour Unions, like the
Left backed AH India Trade
Union Congress (AITUC)
and the Congress backed
Indian National Trade Union
Congress (INTUC), so far,
nothing organic has emerged
from the State in-terms of la-
bour movements and union-
ization, despite the fact that
workers in Meghalaya are
the most exploited segment
in society.

Workers in the Neo-
Liberal Era: In brief, the
adoption of liberalization
and neo-liberal policies in
India in the early 1990s has
indeed led to significant
changes in the understand-
ing of who a worker is, of
economic production, and
the overall labour landscape
in the country. Traditionally,
a worker in India was often
viewed as a permanent em-
ployee with job security and
benefits. Post-liberalization,
there has been a significant
rise in contractual, tempo-
rary and part-time employ-
ment. The in-formalization
oflabour has putworkers and
their livelihoods in a precari-
ous situation. Prachi Salve’s
analysis ofjob’s datain India
(2019) is a telling account
that after two decades ofthe
liberalization ofthe economy
about 90% ofjobs created in
India were informal. Many
new jobs created have been
in the informal sector, where
workers lack legal protec-
tions, benefits and job se-
curity. In short, Liberaliza-
tion has failed to achieve its
objective to alleviate people

from the clutches of poverty .

and to raise the standards of
living by providing better
wages and improving the
working conditions ofwork-
ers. The Jntemational Labour
Organization and World Em-
ployment Federation have
described predominance of
informal employment as an
indicator of lower quality of
life, as workers in such jobs
are vulnerable, without the
social protections afforded
to workers in formal jobs.
This trend has continued
and new research findings
like the “India Employment
Report 2024: Youth Employ-
ment, Education, and Skills,”
published by the Institute for
Human Development and the
International Labour Organi-

action in countering the ter-
rorists responsible for these
killings.

Biit what saddens me
most is the stark difference
in the response of the gov-
ernment when tragedies
like these take place in the
Northeast. Repeatedly, jus-
tice is postponed or even
denied. We must remind the
Government of India about
the 2021 Nagaland Oting
massacre when 13 innocent
civilians were shot dead by
security personnel and the
Government’s refusal to go
ahead with any criminal
proceedings against them.
The 2022 Meghalaya Muk-
roh firing when six civilians
were Killed by Assam police
and the continued Manipur
conflict also bring to light
this trend of apathy. There
have been numerous atroci-
ties perpetrated by the Indian
armed forces in the North-
East region in the past, but
until now, in the majority of
instances,the victims have
not yet seen justice.

This trend of differential
treatment is a basic chal-
lenge to our commitment
to equality before law. Can
we seriously say we are one
nation when the devaluation
of human life seems to de-
pend on where you are? The
Constitution provides equal
protection to all citizens, yet

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

zation (ILO), revealed that a
staggering 82 per cent of the
workforce is engaged in the
informal sector, with nearly
90 per cent being informally
employed. m

According to economic
experts, Indiais entering into
the fourth phase ofunionism
or the mobilization of work-
ers into union formation. This
phase has before itself the
task to respond to this rapid
in-formalization of labour
which has led to sharp rise of
inequality, income disparity,
poverty amongst the work
force and dependency ratio
in the state/country.

In the absence" of accu-
rate or authentic data it be-
comes difficult, if not hard
to ascertain the conditions
ofworkers both in organized
and unorganised sectors in
the State of Meghalaya.
Way back in 2017, Prof S
Umdor presented two broad
pictures of informal work-
ers in Meghalaya. Firstly,
the agricultural informal
workers who totalled 6.9
lakhs in numbers which
was ten times the numbers
of serving state government
employees. Secondly, 78 %
ofthe workforce in the State
are employed in informal
non-agricultural sectors and
the services Sector accounts
for a large percentage ofthe
informal workers in the non-
agricultural sector.

Issues with the Gig
Economy: Recently, the
onset of the gig economy
in the workspace seemed
promising by-the creation of
numerous employment op-
portunities for a significant
number of youths. Megha-
laya has also witnessed a
rise in bike taxis, app-based
jobs, deliveries and various
service sectors, employing
many young individuals.
However, this growth is not
without its challenges. Many
youths engaged in gig work
face issues such as a lack
of a just and fair system,
protection and regulation of
their livelihoods due to the
absence of specific gig work
legislation in the state. There
are major concerns regard-
ingjob security, health and
safety, insurance, compensa-
tion, benefits and protection,
income inequality, exorbitant"
extraction of commission by
aggregator companies and
market saturation etc.

The situation with the gig
economy in Shillong City,
Meghalaya is not much dif-
ferent from the rest of India.
In food delivery, Svyiggy is
the dominant player here:
Though, taxi services pro-
vided by Ola/Uber have
not penetrated the city yet;
credit goes to the already
existing local taxi service.
However, due to the exces-
sive traffic jams people are
increasingly preferring bike

these differences imply that
some Indians are more equal
than others.
| appeal to the Indian
Government to drop this
discriminatory policy and
maintain equal rights for all
citizens, regardless of race,
religion, or region. Pain has
no majority or minority; it is
felt the same by everyone.
The country needs to insist
on consistent accountability
and faifness in the quest for
justice.
Yours etc.,
Carmel Fedrick Malngiang
Sohra

Rising Youth
Unemployment
in Meghalaya

Editor,

I am writing this letter
not just as a student, but
as a young person grow-
ing up in Meghalaya, who
sees and hears the worries
of our youth almost every
day. Unemployment among
young people in our state
is no longer just, a statistic.
It’s something that’s silently
affecting families, caus-
ing frustration, and making
many of us question what
the future holds.

Despite being educated,
skilled, and motivated, many
young people | know are still
struggling to findjobs. I have

taxi services and aggregator/

the process of forming one,
in Shillong we do not find
any such attempts, thereby

app-based companies have ’ leaving the aggregator com-

gained monopoly since the
introduction of app-based
bike taxis. The numbers of
youths engaging in the bike
taxi business are increasing
daily. Butthere is one thing
peculiar to Shillong bike taxi
services. Today most of the
riders operate independently
of the aggregator whereby
they casually approach the
customers in order to bypass
the Commission deduction by
the aggregator companies.
From Motphran to Khlieh
(Hill top) Nongthymmai one
will find hundreds of bike
taxis stationed at everyjunc-
tion and the curse of traffic
jams makes daily commuters
prefer this mode oftransport
even though sometimes bike
taxis charge exorbitant rates.
No matter what method the
bike taxis are operating in
Shillong, they cannot escape
the brunt ofthe gig economy.
Unfortunately, there has been
no demand for legislation to
regulate and protect the gig
workers in the State. Perhaps
many are not aware of the
perils which await them and
they have been made to be-
lieve that this is the panacea
thatwill sustain and alleviate
the state from the pains of
increasing unemployment.
The independent method
which the bike taxi riders
employ put both the life of
commuters and their liveli-

.hoods at greater risk. If an

accident happens the blame
falls entirely on them and
should something bad hap-
pen to the customer it will
be very difficult for them to
settle matters without a law
in place.

The Shillong bike taxirid-
ers/drivers also face similar
problems like other app-
based gig workers in the
country. For example, most
of them are not aware of
the ‘Terms and Conditions
they agreed to while joining
the platform. One reason is
that such agreements are not
provided in local languages.
In a conversation with some
ofthem, they expressed that
whenthe company started its
operations, it used to deduct
only 4.5-5% commission,
which gradually increased
to 30% once the company
became the dominant player
in the market. Additionally,
lack oftransparency enabled
by technology, and the inher-
ent exploitative framework
of the gig economy, which
evades and violates labour
laws on the one hand and
exploits the workers on the
other hand is the same phe-
nomenon everywhere.

However, one major dif-
fertence between the gig
workers of Shillong and
other cities is that while in
other cities the workers either
have formed unions or are in

witnessed classmates who
have completed their degrees
but are sitting at home, un-
certain of what to do next.
Some have even considered
leaving the state, notbecause
they want to, but because
they feel like they have no
choice looking at the pres-
ent situation where neither
Government nor privatejobs
are available. This situation
is heartbreaking.
According to reports,
over 1.673akh youths in
.Meghalaya are registered
as unemployed between
2018 and 2024. That’s a
huge number for a state
like ours. And although the

government has launched,

schemes like CM-Elevate,
PRIME, and Skillerate 2025,
| feel these programs haven’t
reached many of the people
who truly need them. In
remote villages or even in
parts of Shillong, there’s
still a big gap between what
is being offered and what
young people are actually
able to access.

Another major issue is the
lack of job diversity. Most
opportunities are limited to
governmentjobs, which are
few, or small-scale private
work, which often don’tpay
well. Not everyone wants to
be an entrepreneur or start
a business either. Some just
want stable, fair-payingjobs
that match their education
and skills.

panies a free hand to exploit
the workers. The formation
of the Indian Federation of
App-based Transport Work-
ers (IFAT) in 2019, and the
Telangana Gig and Platform
Workers Union (TGPWU)
"in 2020 had been successful
in checking the exploitative
practices of the aggregator
companies up to a certain
extent and in drawing the
attention of several state
governments to pass laws
and guidelines on security
benefits for gig workers.
Core Principle of Work-
ers’ Rights Campaign in
Meghalaya: In the past one
decade, the Thma U Ran-
gli (TUR), relentlessly cam-
paigned for workers’ rights
and attempted to unionise
workers in Government,
, private and unorganised sec-
tors. Such acampaign is also
aimed at becoming an indig-
enous, inclusive and organic
movement within the State,
but with a national outlook.
The campaign includes the
publication of TUR’s core
beliefs and charter of de-
mands which were placed
in the public domain. The
charter of demands include
the inalienable rights of the
workers and it is importantto
revisit this so as to create an
awareness forthe workers to
secure theirrights. Here is an
extract of TUR’s core belief
as far as workers rights are
concerned. All other public
demands for workers’ rights
.stem from this principle.
That, the minimum wages
in both rural and urban areas
be revised annually and in-
dexed to the state inflation
rates. Governmentto commit
towards making minimum
wages to be in line with
living wages which allow
a family to live in dignity.
Living Wage is a wage that
can support a family to live
with dignity. A living wage
should be cialculated on the
cost of a basket of goods
that would include sufficient
calories for a family (using
the local dietary habits) and
a similar amount for non-
food costs including housing,
clothing, energy and material ¢
goods. Living wages should
accommodate the interest
of multiple forms of family
structure, the reality of care
work that women often pro-
vide for children, extended
family and other dependents”
Al workers in Meghalaya
whether indigenous or those
coming from outside the
state must enjoy all the pro-
visions of human rights.
Workers’ rights are part of
ensuring respect for hujnan
rights enshrined in the uni-
,versal declaration especially
of migrant workers who
contribute to the economic
well-being ofthe state.

| sincerely urge the gov-
ernmentand other concerned
authorities to do the fol-
lowing:

1. Improve awareness
about employment schemes
through local outreach in
schools, colleges, and rural
areas.

2. Invest in industries®
like eco-tourism, IT, green
energy, and creative arts that
can create more localjobs for
the youth.

- 3. Set up career counsel-
ing centers in all districts to
guide students early on Skills
and job pathways.

4. Partner with companies
outside the state to create
internship or work exchange
opportunities for our youth.

If we want to build a
stronger Meghalaya, we
must invest in the future of
ouryouth notjust with words
or policies, but with real,
visible action. It’s time to
listen to the voices ofyoung
people and give them more
than just hope. We need op-
portunities.

Thank you for taking the
time to read my thoughts.

Yours etc.,
Ribhameiaka Khyriem
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

Tremors of
Pahalgam Genocide

By Naba Bhattacharjee

The inhuman massacre
of innocent individuals in
Pahalgam has sent shock
waves followed by anger
and condemnation all'over
the country and worldwide.
History clearly articulates
that religious fundamen-
talism has always ignited
hatred thatengulfs humanity
in the long run. Pakistan is
-today the- principal country
promoting and breeding
terrorism, as it accelerates
towards a failed nation in
every respect.' The ruth-
less persecution also bears
ominous portends for our
region.

The recent developments
and worsening situation in
neighbouring Bangladesh
and the spurt of infiltration
across the border is a cause
of concern for Meghalaya
and the entire north east.
.India has responded on dip-
lomatic grounds and keeping
in abeyance the Indus Water
Treaty etc. Apositive feature
has been the denunciation
ofthe terrorist attack by the
Kashmiris which reflects
an organic reaction. More
stringent and deterrent ac-
tion, particularly better in-

telligenc.e and surveillance
systems are the need of the
hour so that the blood of our
citizens is avenged. At the
same time, it is imperative
that our intel apparatus also
focus more seriously in the

the multifarious religious
and linguistic groups, co-
existing peacefully. There is,
no other country inthe world
which can boast ofsuch har-
mony. With passage oftime
this binding factor, which'
initially was an enigma, has
been reflecting signs of ero-
sion. The external strategy
is to exploit the situation to
fbmept ethnic, religious and
communal discord where
all Indians are the focus of
attack. Illegal migration
from neighbouring countries ]
to our region has a definite
agenda. The apprehension
that the indigenous tribal
people may be rendered mi-
nority in their own land one '
day, if concrete preventive
measures are not adopted,
is genuine. With the present
Bangladesh regime adopting
ahostile attitude towards our
country, states like Megha-
laya, bordering that country,
have to be more watchful to
thwartthe possible nefarious
Pak-Bangla designs with im-
plicit support of China. Any .
danger to the demographic.’
status of the indigenous,
population of the state is
bound to have far reaching
implications to the genuine >

Indians, as well, settled in_
the region for generations.
As our constitution has
no provision to safeguard
interests of smaller com-
munities particularly their
demographic status, enforce-

“This has also been incorporated in
the objectives ofthe United Nations.
Are we ready and vigilant to check and
counter the evil designs ofsuch activists,
who have now devised a new strategy of
using the north eastas an entry and transit
pointto reach the mainland, where chances |

ofassimilation are much higher? Afew
individuals or a small organization within
them may be here as trained agents
ofdestruction. ”

east & north east sector.

In a related context, ~

growing proximity between
Pakistan and Bangladesh af-
ter decades and China finally
finding an ally in the present
Bangladeshi dispensation,
does not auger well for the
region. In my article more
than a decade ago titled,
“Tackle influx before situ-
ation goes beyond redemp-
tion” (Shillong Times, 8th
Aug, 2012), | had flagged
that the biggest scar in the
psyche of Pakistan, prob-
ably bigger than Kashmir,
is the role of India in ensur-
ing independence of East
Pakistan and formation of
Bangladesh. This wound is
still raw. Bangladesh as a
nation is a reality and irre-
versible. Hence the nextbest
possible option at revenge
could be efforts to target
the north east. The greater
or pan Bangladesh policy
of ISI and other anti-Indian
forces is an open secret, with
countless evidence of such
strategy being pursued. It is
time to be vigilant and seek
preventive measures, then
to look for solutions after
allowing the situation to go
out of hand.

A sustained movement is
on to weaken the country by
creating schism, both from
within and outside, between

ment of adequate safeguard
mechanisms is imperative. >
It has been accepted at the
international level that all
small indigenous commu-.
nities should be saved and
allowed to survive and pros-,
per. This has also been incor®
porated in the objectives of
the United Nations. Are we
ready and vigilant to check
and counter the evil designs
of such activists, who have
now devised a new strategy
of using the north east as
an entry and transit point to
reach the mainland, where
chances of assimilation are
much higher? A few indi-.
viduals or a small organiza-
tion within them may ber
here as trained agents of
destruction. Their gruesome
acts are worse than the most
dreaded of diseases or even m
most intense of disasters-
natural or otherwise. As the
attention of the nation is*
diverted towards the north
and the west, the east and
the north east must also be
in the radar ofboth state and
union intelligence authori-
ties. It is always prudent to*
be one step ahead instead
of two stepfs behind. Therem
are lessons to be learnt from
the heart wrenching carnage
which shook Pahalgam,
while the toughening of pos-
ture from both sides signals-
an impending show down on
land, air and water.
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Fear of the unknown

THE subcontinent is gripped by a fear of the un-
known - and more so Pakistan, where the political
establishment is spending some anxious moments
and the military brass fs in readiness against any
offensive from India. At a time when the national
economy is in doldrums, Pakistan can ill afford a
war. That India contemplates a military action was
all too clear from the very start after the Pahalgam
terrorist attack on hapless Hindu tourists on April 22.
The religiously loaded attack gave a deeper twist to
the Kashmir saga, forcing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to up the ante. That no action has taken place
for days on end only added to Pakistan’s worries.
Instead of an abrupt, casual hit, it could be that India
is fashioning a harder response or retaliation with
calculated, well-planned, well-organised steps. The
fire-spitting in the past seven days along the border
region, between Indian and Pakistani soldiers, is
perhaps a signal to the larger engagement. Both sides
are keeping their powder dry.

A war is no more fought on conventional lines.
The US war on Iraq in 2003 was waged principally
from the air. Patriot missiles flattened Baghdad’s
high-rise government buildings one after another,
night after night, from the US military ships in the
sea."The war was virtually over in a matter of a
few days, and yet it killed an unspecified number
of service personnel and others. Unlike the US
and Irag, India and Pakistan are neighbours, which
heightens the role of the land army. Still, what
matters more would be the air power that the Air
Force and Naval ships can display. What kind of a
strike India plans is unclear. Pakistan’s information
minister reflected his nation’s apprehensions when
he said India was planning a war on the,“pretext”
of Pahalgam “with ulterior motives.” In 1984, India
captured the strategically important Siachen Glacier
from Pakistan. Clearly, India’s wait after Pahalgam
meant that it would not be a touch-and-go this time,
as had happened in Balakot in 2019. Pakistan didn’t
learn a lesson from Balakot and terrorists continued
to be patronized by the state there. India gives due
weight to peace in the subcontinent. A line has to be
drawn between what’s possible and what should be

attempted at and achieved.

To Pakistan’s disadvantage, world opinion is
against its patronization of terror. While the US has
been in touch with both nations, urging them not to
destabilize the region with war-cries, this would only
have a limited impact. China is duty-bound to stand
by Pakistan also as its interests in PoK, vis-a-vis the
Belt and Road Economic Corridor initiative through
this disputed landmass, are well-documented. India’s
attempt, obviously, is not to destroy its neighbour
but to make it see reason at this belated hour and
stop its patronization of terror. Strong actions are
inevitable even as there could be collateral damage

in any military offensive.

Letters to the Editor

Urgent Need to
Preserve Khasi
Culture and
Language

Editor,

' Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper, |
wish to draw attention to an
issue that is both urgent and
deeply personal to the people
of Bri Hynniewtrep —mthe
gradual decline of Khasi
culture and language.

Our language and tradi-
tions form the core of our
identity as Khasis. However,
in recent years, the influence
of globalization and modern
lifestyles has begun to over-
shadow our cultural prac-
tices. The Khasi language
is spoken less frequently
among the younger genera-
tion, with English or Hindi
often adopted as substitutes,
both in schools and at home
alike. This shift po)>es a real
threat to the survival of our
linguistic heritage.

Alongside the language,
traditional practices such
as folk music, storytelling,
dance, and indigenous rituals
are being neglected. These
cultural elements are notjust
decorative - they are carriers
of our history, wisdom, and
values. Without them, we
risk losing our existence of
community and identity.

Preserving our cultural
heritage does not mean re-
jecting modernity. Instead,
it means finding a balance -
promoting Khasi in schools,
supporting local literature
and media in our language,
encouraging youth participa-
tion in cultural events, and
using digital platforms to

share our heritage in creative

ways. The government, edu-
cational institutions, and lo-

cal communities must work
together towards this goal.
As a concerned citizen,
| urge readers, especially
the youth, to take pride in
speaking our language and
practicing our traditions. Let
us ensure that the richness
of Khasi is not only remem-
bered but also celebrated and
passed on to future genera-
tions.
Yours etc.,
Aibanpynskhem Lyngdoh
Mawlong
Shillong

JN Stadium

— A Sporting

Gem in Need
of Better
Facilities

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper,
I would like to highlight
the immense potential of
the Jaw'aharlal Nehru (IN)
Stadium in Shillong, which
is widely regarded as one
of the best football grounds
in India in terms of its natur
ral ambiance, climate, and
passionate crowd support.
Despite its reputation and
historical significance in
Indian football, the stadium
continues to suffer from a
lack of proper infrastructure
and facilities.

While players and fans
alike praise the quality ofthe
pitch and the vibrant atmo-
sphere during matches, basic
amenities such as proper
seating arrangements, clean

Protect The Wild In Wildlife Bob’s Banter

‘They tend to the forest;
the forest tends them back’.
An image of trust - com-
forting and reassuring - de-
scribes an ecotourism project
run by an indigenous com-
munity in the Sierra Norte,
Mexico. James Gingell
defines a way of life and its
outcome - of care given and
returned. The verb ‘tend’,
deliberately chosen or not, is
brimful of tenderness.

(https:/lwww.theguard-
ian.com/travel/2025/apr/28/
viva-zapotec-a-thriving-eco-
tourism-project-in-mexicos-
oaxaca-state)

The ancient indigenous
reverence for the natural
world in all its simplicity and
effectiveness prevails in the
Sierra Norte, stirring within
me a deep pool of ancestral
memories. But the comfort
from these uplifting words
is short-lived because in
Meghalaya respectful reci-
procity is dying. The forests
give, and we take...and that
too by the lorry load. We
strip the "land of its goodness
ripping apart the unwritten
pact between people and
their land. Why do we have
to put a price on Nature to
know her worth? Caring for
the forest has largely been
selfless community work
and this is what'the people of
Nongkhyllem have been do-
ing until the Tourism Depart-
ment decided to gatecrash.
“...The sanctuary has been
carefully preserved by locals
for generations and [they]
warned that introducing tour-
ism infrastructure would lead
to pollution and long-term
environmental damage”...
(ST April 25,2025)

The proposal for an eco-
tourism scheme (a word
deliberately chosen in pref-
erence to the more innocu-
ous ‘plan’) in Nongkhyllem
certainly bears the hallmark
ofa government puffed with
conceit for whom our pris-
tine landscapes are merely
something to look at and
somehow improve upon;
not for the sake of the land,
but for a public apparently
in need of lessons on how to
better appreciate wildlife; not
as devotees entering a mag-
nificent outdoor cathedral
but as easily distracted folk
who are not really interested
in nature and need to be
lured into the wild by the
prospect of water-sports and
skywalks.

It is tragic that over the*
years we have all been sys-
tematically groomed to be-
come or endorse the most
undesirable kind of tourist
- atourist that feels Nature
can only be accessed through
or literally from over-the-top

washrooms, floodlights, and
media facilities are either
inadequate or completely
missing. This not only affects
the experience of spectators
but also limits the stadium’s
potential to host national and
intemational-leVel events.

It is high time the con-
cerned authorities and sports
governing bodies take seri-
ous steps to upgrade the sta-
dium’s infrastructure. With
the right investment and
attention, JN Stadium can
truly become a world-class
sporting venue that contin-
ues to inspire generations of
footballers in the region and
across the country.

At the same time it is
important to give the stadium
a facelift for the much talked
about National Games to be
hosted by Meghalaya,

Yours etc.,

Nigel Wanshai Khongjam
Lyngdoh

Shillong

Scarcity of
water in
the town of
Nongstoin

Editor,

Through your esteemed
newspaper, | would like to
draw the attention of the
PHE Department to the acute
water scarcity in the town of
Nongstoin. Water shortage
is a recurring issue, par-
ticularly during dry seasons.
This impacts agriculture and
daily life alike. Despite the
area receiving ample rainfall
during the monsoon season,
rainwater harvesting also
cannot substitute the demand

By Janet Hujort

manmade viewpoints. Once
we looked up to nature, we
didn’t look down. We saw
and sensed the power of a
Life greater than ourselves
and that was the mystery
nurturing our reverence.
How on earth are we to
regain that reverence if we
are surrounded by chatter-
ing busloads and carloads
of tourists talking over our
.co-inhabitants in this cor-
ner of our planet? With the
competition for lining space
becoming more acute, the
Sanctuary is just that - a
refuge. | shudder to think
what the impact clicking
selfies and the sheer volume
of human activity will have
onwildlife. Butprior to that,
will not the chug ofbulldoz-
ers, the moan of chainsaws,
the din ofdrilling equipment,
panic beast, bird, insect and
bat? If sonar transmission
can disorientate whales with
fatal consequences, can you
imagine what will happen
to forest creatures? We are
turning all those living crea-
tures, most ofwhom we do
not know and so don’t care
about, into exiles constantly
seeking somewhere they
can call home to live lives
already blighted by PTSD.
Having discovered the
profitable potential of our
‘mesmerising’, ‘breath-tak-
ing’ (cliche, cliche, groan,
groan) landscapes certain
Meghalayans have now
weaponised the concept of
ecotourism presenting itas a
sop to beguile the public intb
accepting that their inten-
tions are disinterested. Had
I not spied the juicy figure
of ‘Rs 23.60 crore’, | would
have given the Tourism de-
partment the benefit of the
doubt. But as we all know
Money and Meghalaya are a
toxic mix and we can’t sud-
denly start looking virtuous
just because we speak from
under the sheltering umbrella
ofEcotourism. Recalling the
Garo Student Union’s com-

tourisminJte structui'e”Siju
which includes an adventure
playground, a bird watching
tower with an interpreta-
tion centre, a zip line (ST
February 2 2025), | would
be seriously worried about
this proposed invasion of
Nongkhyllem. Shouldn’t we
be looking instead to placing
NO ENTRY signs for certain
members of the state and
their mates?

We are now told that de-
spite assurances from the
government, seven villages
are critical about the Wild-

because of low water supply
throughout the year.

People, especially those
inthe outskirts ofNongstoin,
are demanding better devel-
opment including drinking
water supply. The majority
ofthe population in Nongs-
toin depends on agriculture,
and the water scarcity makes
it difficult for farmers to
cultivate crops.

Several water supply
schemes have been imple-
mented inthese areas for safe
drinking water for residents,
but most are not functioning
properly, and some projects
are delayed.

? Yet another hazardous
action is the tapping ofwater
sources were being for flow
into the main source due to
high demand in some areas.
Such action not only de-
creases the supply for other
areas but it also contaminates
the water storage, besides
depleting the existing source.
Pilot projects in these areas
afe not functioning properly,
as organizations like the Mu-
nicipal and PHE are not well-

*organized to execute these
projects thereby compelling
the residents to oppose the
projects.

In the case of urban
Nongstoin, disorganized
planning has resulted in
most ofthe water pipes being
haphazardly placed thereby
causing water leakages and
difficulty in repairing such
leakages. Further, plumb-
ers who work for particular
areas are not organised and
are therefore not recognized
by the PHED. Hence, they
execute the work according
to*their own terms. This lack
of systematic supervision
of the entire water supply
system could lead to severe

life Department bypassing
them in the decision-making
process. | then wondered
if this is the same wildlife
department featured in this
documentary -

https:/ /www.
youtube.com/
watch?v=QbRzdQiQJoc

I sincerely hope not be-
cause even more now we
need your wisdom and com-
mitment on the importance
andjoy ofmutual respect and
co-existence.

Was the Wildlife Depart-
ment overawed by the jar-
gon, have they taken leave
of their senses or worse? Is
it because they won’t? can’t?
daren’t dissent - which is it?
We nfeed answers because
the ecosystem under threat is
as fragile as our trust in the
government. Andwhy do we
have to consult non-local-ex-
perts when it is evident that
Nongkhyllem has remained
a pristine ‘sanctuary’ for
centuries without outside
assistance?

But then it is typical of
the powerful in Meghalaya
who feel that they are there
to teach as in give orders,
ahd not to learn anymore.
They would have us believe
they are in possession of
knowledge beyond the reach
ofthe hoi polloi. Why rope
in ‘experts’ from outside the
state instead oftrusting those
within?  Doubtless some
excuse for that will be glibfy
trotted out. They rely onthe
false premise that if you pay
someone a colossal amount
of money then the ‘dumb’
public athome automatically
believes thatthe consultation
is of great significance.

After all, what does the
villager who has never seen
chalets and skywalks know?
A lotmore than you do letme
tell you because she/he is in
tune with the living heartbeat
ofthe world athome and pos-
sesses that most important of
all insights: our lives are a
part of the natural world not
apart fromit. Don% corrupt
them too by undermining
this critical truth.' I there-
fore completely .agree with
Khlur Basan’s. suggestion
that money would be better
spent on “improved patrol
paths, transparent funding
for genuine conservation
efforts, and opportunities to
establish modest, commu-
nity-run homestays at the
sanctuary’s periphery —not
intrusive resorts within its
heart”, (italics mine)

https://theshillong-
times.com/2025/04/23/
nongkhy l.lem-is-not-

problems if not addressed
immediately.

Yours etc.,

Vianny Genius Nonglang,

Via email

Rise in number
of school
drop-outs in
Meghalaya

Editor,

In recent years, the num-
ber of school drop-outs has
rapidly increased in Me-
ghalaya. A study shows that
Meghalaya is the highest in
the Northeastern Region and
second in the country, when
it comes to dropout at an an-
nual rate of 21.7% (Classes
9 and 10). After the pandemic
and with the introduction of
the New Education Policy
(NEP) students are finding
it difficult to pursue their
studies.

The reason for this is not
mainly due to financial prob-
lems. There are other factors
as well. Take the rural areas
where a large number of
students drop out of school
after completing the SSLC or
some may not even complete
their high school. When we
look at the school in rural
areas, we find firstly that
the infrastructure is not well
maintained. Some school
compounds are very small
and do not even have a place
for students to play.

When it cqmes to teach-
ers, many rural schools do
not have well trained profes-
sional teachers and the ones
who are well trained are not
being taken care of. Some
teachers are not even getting

for-sale:rescind-the-
ec0%E2%80%91tourism-
contract-now/

Itisinsane to allow “...- a
company specializing inwed-
ding and event management
- to construct chalet-style
resorts, glass skywalks, and
even awater-sports arena in-
side the 29-square-kiloffleter
Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanc-
tuary. Such plans threaten to
transform a critical refuge for
clouded leopards, Hoolock
gibbons, and rufous-necked
hombills into nothing more
than a boutique amusement
park”. (Basan) In more ways
than one tourism is robbing
Meghalaya of her authen-
ticity. Let the wilderness
tell her own story. Let the
local people be the narra-
tors interpreting a story that
has evolved and continues
to evolve and teach over
centuries. This is the tale a
discerning searching tourist
will want to hear and one
which our own people should
hear.

Perhaps the chiefminister
would do well to produce an-
other guidebook explaining
critical words like sanctuary,
conservation, restoration.
However, if he is oblivious
to the irony of posing with
his team on -the living-root
bridge after reports high-
lighting the stress suffered by
these ancient structures due
to heavy tourist footfall, then
that publication will only be
a pie in the sky. Honestly,
for once | thought we would
take seriously what lhe pa-
pers say but..,c’est la vie au
Meghalaya.

In our blind rush to be
modem we cannot afford
to leave the past behind
for therein lies the key to
Our future survival. Nature
must never ever be an ‘af-
terthought’ (George Monbiot
- Guardian, April 24,2025).
The Green-Tech Foundation
has raised awareness of the
threatto Nongkhyllem and if
we lose the battle to protect
the Sanctuary then we are
signing a death sentence for
the rest of our homeland.
That death will come is a
certainty. All that will re-
main unclear is how long or
how drawn out that end will
be. It is therefore time for
concerted action. Sympa-
thetic noises on Facebook
which amount to little more
than virtue signalling, are not
enough in these dangerous
times. If Meghalaya is not
to become”a playground for
the rich and the supermarket
of the clouds, then we need
to care for her forests for to
walk in them “is to enter a
pharmacy, a pantry, a gal-
lery” (James Gingell).

their monthly salaries.

In urban Meghalaya
with the introduction of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) many institutions are
yet to meet the requirements
setup by the Policy. Teachers
for professional, courses are
not qualified for the different
streams set up by the NEP.
If the stakeholders remain
as silent spectators, refusing
to take action to battle this
situation the state will suffer
in the coming years.

With the rise in the num-
ber of drop-outs the literacy
rate will drop and many
young people will not have
any skills or knowledge in
order to earn a day’s meal.
Meghalaya will suffer great-
ly as there are no qualified
personnel to take up respon-
sibility for the welfare of
the state.

Therefore, | feel that the
Government and the Educa-
tion Department in particular
should take steps to tackle
this problem. It may not
seem to be a big issue today
but this phenomenon can
turn into a huge problem
for the state in the future.
The Government can tackle
this by providing training
courses based on the NEP
and also encourage students
to continue their studies
through the help of social
media and other online plat-
forms especially in the rural
areas.

Yours etc.,
Shailang Jyndiang
Shillong

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Rpbert

Did Moses have ulcers? |
mean, he must have, right?

I’m sure he did—how
could he not? Leading a na-
tion of grumblers through
the wilderness for forty years
would test anyone’s patience
and gastrointestinal system.
Throw in oonstant com-
plaints about the food, a few
rebellions, and the odd upris-
ing, and you’d think Moses
would have had a lifetime
prescription for antacids.
Not to mention a therapist on
call, ready to talk him down
after every crisis.

But no, that’s not the
case.

Moses" didn’t have ulcers.
The man lived to be 120
years old, and | don’t mean
abedridden, arthritis-riddled
old man, unable to lift a fin-
ger. Scripture says, “His eye
was not dim, nor his strength
abated.” Which makes me
squint through my bifocals

BY ROBERT

(even after my last month’s
cataract surgery, mind you)
and wonder, “What vitamins
was he on?”

Because let’s face it—
Moses didn’t have an eassy
life. Every other day, the Is-
raelites were whining about
Something. “No meat, Mo-
ses.” “Too much manna,
Moses.” “We miss Egypt,
Moses.” | mean, they acted
like he was the tour guide forN
avacationthatwenthorribly
wrong. One minute they
were all excited about this*
promised land, and the next,
they Wereready to trade itall
for some good old-fashioned
Egyptian cuisine and the
luxury ofslavery. Who could
blame Moses for thinking
he might be in a bad reality
show? '

And let’s talk about his
managementteam. He didn’t
have an HR department or a
team of consultants to turn
to. No, his only resources
were a burning bush and a
cloud. That’s it. A bush that
was on fire and a cloud that
followed them around like
an overly ambitious fog,
Sounds like a pretty low-
budget operation to me.

Yet, Moses didn’t crack
under the pressure.

Here’s where it gets in-
teresting, though—Moses
had something that most of
us don’t. No, not a magic
staff that could turn into
a snake or part the Red
Sea (though, that would be
helpful). He had faith. A
stubborn, mountain-moving,
Red Sea-parting kind of
faith. The kind of faith that
would make you roll over
and go to sleep while your
people were up all night
complaining about their
diet. The kind of faith that
lets you rest, even when the
world around you is throw-
ing its worst at you.

Today, we have all kinds
of meri of God—pastors,
priests, reverends—blessed
with impressive theologi-
cal degrees, the best sound
systems for their choirs, and
state-of-the-artair-condition-
ing units for their churches.
And yet, they seem to be
under the weather more than
Moses ever was. “Father’s
in for a stent,’ll hear. “Pas-
tor collapsed after the fifth
counseling session.” Even
the Sunday School teacher’s
stressed out after every class.
Now, | don’t blame them.
Let’s face it—today’s flock
doesn’t just complain about
manna. They come with all
kinds of baggage—marital
problems, rebellious teenag-
ers, crippling housing loans,
and the weight ofkeeping up
with the Joneses. They’re

Clements

a congregation of walking,.
talkingicomplaint boxes,
each canying their own set
offrustrations and anxieties.
If Moses had Facebook, his’
wall would’ve been covered
with angry emoji reactions,’
“Bring Back Pharaoh” posts, -'
and people tagging him in’
endless memes about the -
wilderness." The poor guy
would’ve been in therapy
just to deal, with his notifi-
cations.

But let’s not forget—Mo-

]

]

*

ses heard all the complaints. \

He dealt with every rebel-

1

lion, every betrayal, every’ j

squabble hetween siblings *
and tribes. He listened to the
murmurs, the grumbles, and
the outright mutinies. Yet,
somehow, he never cracked.
No ulcers. Why?

Because Moses had a
direct line to God. Not a,
Google search or a What-

SsApp prayer group. No, he o

CLEMENTS

went straight to the Source m
every time a problem arose.
And the key is this: once he
handed over the problem,"
he left it there. No second- ’
guessing, no constantworry- ¢
ing. He didn’t take the issue '
back*with him. Unlike most’
ofus, who hand our worries '
to God in one breath and'
snatch them back the next,
clutching them like a pre-
cious possession.

How many times do we
pray, “Lord, take this bur-
den,” only to wake up at 2v
a.m., tossing and turning,
thinking of every possible™
scenario, every contingency-
plan we could put in place
just in case Gpd doesn’t
come through? We make
prayer requests, but then*
w§ try to solve everything,
ourselves—putting God in-
the passenger seat while we
take the wheel. ,

Maybe it’s time we took.
a page from Moses’ book. ¢
Maybe it’s time to truly,
“hand it over” and leavel
it there. Believe that God
eworks in ways that are far >
beyond our comprehension.
And let’s stop waiting forthe
ulcer symptoms to show up
before we take action. Real
faith isn’t just about wait-

ing for the crisis to hit—it’s =

about trusting that God has
everything under control be-
fore it even comes ourway.'
Because real faith doesn’t; ;
just move mountains; it
keeps your blood pressure’,
in check. It gives you the
strength to lead, to endure,
and to live without letting
the stresses of life bring you

to your knees. You can go
through life ulcer-free ifyou -
trust, truly trust, that God is

in control.

But let’s be clear—ab-
solute trust comes with ab- .’
solute obedience. If you ;.
have ulcers, ask yourself: ,
are you truly obeying God ',
in all areas of your life?v

Have you truly handed ev- ¢

erything over to Him, or arev
you still clutching the reins -!
of control, just waiting for
the next stressful moment«
to arrive? ' \
It’s time we take a deep
breath and ask ourselves,
like Moses, “What kind of
faith do | have?” Because,
that faith—true, unwavering *1
faith—could just be the one,*
thing that stands between us *i
and a lifetime ofulcers. And t’
I, for one, think I’d rather *J

have a peace-filled life than >

an ulcer-filled one...! J
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Erosion of Rule of Law
RECENT raids conducted by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on the cartel involved in illegal coal
mining in Meghalaya have established one fact.
There is adeep nexus between politicians, business-
persons, sections of the bureaucracy and the police
in the continued transportation of coal from different
regions of Meghalaya through Assam to other states
and also to Bangladesh, In fact, Bangladesh is a
recipient of undue favours froth Meghalaya where
whole hills and mountains are pulverised to supply
unlimited quantities of limestone, boulders and sand
to that country. Drivers doing the Shillong-Guwahati
or the Shallang-Dudhnoi-Assam route all know that
coal is regularly being transported out. The police
have learnt to look the other way and are paid for
doing so. Officials ofthe Transport Department who
provide challans to these coal carrying trucks are also,
the culprits. That they are all acting at the behest of
those in power while also making money on the sly is
ano brainer. Sadly, this has been allowed to happen
under the watch of respective DGPs in Meghalaya.

Here the Police Department does not adopt profes-
sionalism and outcorfie-based policing as yardsticks
for performance indicators. Police are regularly pro-
moted by virtue of their seniority. Law enforcement
continues to fail. Those in the profession including
direct recruits from the Indian Police Service (IPS)
have learnt to negotiate their way in the twists and
turns of Meghalaya’s political weathervane. They
prefer to. soft pedal on issue rather than take on crim-
inals- some with connections to the higher echelons
of governance. This politician-police-bureaucrat
nexus is so entrenched that anyone attempting to
dismantle it has to pay the price. Even today when
the ED raid has clearly exposed that illegal coal
mining continues to thrive, there is complete denial
from ministers in government. To state that the coal
transported out is what was extracted prior to 2014
when the NGT ban on coal mining was enforced
and that because such coal is stocked deep inside
forests, policing is difficult, is a complete eyewash.

"' That ministers of the Government should be re-
peating this lie is a sad commentary on the MDA
Government; Justice (retired)BP Katakey who is
heading the one-man committee as mandated by
the Meghalaya High Court has been discharging his
duties responsibly but even he faces stiff resistance

from the establishment.

Now that the Government claims to have suc-
ceeded in getting the compliance of the central
government on scientific coal mining - the question
to ask is - what really is scientific coal mining and
is that possible in the Meghalaya terrain. Instead
of working towards making coal mining legal, can
the Meghalaya Government seek central help to
address environmental degradation due to reckless
mining in the past and of reclaiming the abandoned
coalfields - a task laid out several decades ago but
which remains unaddressed? When the government
is hands in gloves with and actively supporting those
breaking the law then what governance can citizens
expect? When will the Meghalaya Police learn to
function independently and enforce the rule of law?
Occasional busting of the drug trafficking nexus is
not the end all and be all of policing.

Letters to the Editor

Eco-Tourism
Park in
a wildlife
sanctuary: Are
we joking?

Editor,

News of the Govt plan-
ning an Eco Tourism Park
at Nongkhyllem Wildlife
Sanctuary , Ri Bhoi District
has been doing the rounds for
quite some time now. Public
resentment and objections by
environmentalists have been
on the increase with each
passing day. Janet Hujon’s
write-up on the subject (ST
2nd May 2025) is the latest
public expression of disgust
and abhorrence at such a
proposal. Now lets admit
that a wildlife reserve and
sanctuary is supposed to
be just that - a non human
intrusive space where wild
animals can live in peace in
their own wild freedom ,just
as God planned them to do
s0. Wild animals don’t want
to see any human being near
them. In fact they run away
as far as possible whenever
they sense human presence.
So why open this stupid Eco
Park in a sanctuary, force

raucous human noise in.

the peace and quiet of the
forest and scare the poor
animal out of their wits? Its
animal cruelty and the local
people of Bhoi area have
respected this animal need
for their own wild habitat
for ages. As a matter of fact
there is also Global recogni-
tion on the need to prevent
disturbance of wild animals
and their environment. The
International Fund for Ani-

mal Welfare (IFAW), in fact
works to protect animals
and their habitats, including
rescuing animals, preventing
cruelty, and advocating for
wildlife protection. Those
interested in preserving the
Nongkhyllem Sanctuary as
it is, can appr'oach the above
organization for help or
closer home can approach
the National Green Tribunal
for assistance.

Now lets take the view-
point of the other side. The
Tourism Department needs
to make money and also to
show the world that its doing
its work - attracting tourists
into the state! Fine, but can
we do it legally, lawfully
and by abiding by the rules
and regulations through of-
ficial permission from the
authority designated for such
permission? We are given to
understand that clearance
from the National Board for
Wildlife is needed for such
intrusion into declared sanc-
tuaries. Also required are a
Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) and a Public
Hearing before proceeding
with such projects. Itis given
to understand that in the case
under discussion, none ofthe
above have been done. Why
all this secrecy when this
Government never misses
the opportunity to blow the
trumpet about its account-
ability and transparency?

So what the hell is the
State Wildlife Board headed
by the Chief Minister ofMe-
ghalaya doing? Is it blind or
hard ofhearing even after all
the public hue and cry over

. this foolhardy proposal that

is likely to adversely impact
one of its prime wildlife
sanctuaries? Shame on this
Government! This is a case

Breaking Stereotypes: De-gendering
the Nursing Profession

ByKN Kumar

The image of the nurse
in India, as across much of
the world, is still shaped by
a powerfUJ stereotype: that
of a compassionate woman
in white, tending to the sick
with gentle care. While this
image evokes respect, it also
perpetuates a gendered nar-
rative that has far-reaching
consequences for the nursing
profession and society at
large. Nursing’s feminization
is a legacy of both colonial
and social forces. Florence
Nightingale’sreforms, while
revolutionary, also solidified
the idea of nursing as “wom-
en’swork.” In India, this was
reinforced by social norms
and institutional practices,
including gender-based res-
ervations that persist either
formally or informally. An
80:20 female-to-male ratio
is still observed, justified by
perceived "appropriateness”
for patient comfort and care,
reinforcing the stereotypes
and limiting the opportuni-
ties for men even as the pro-
fession’s scope and complex-
ity have grown far beyond
traditional caregiving.

The North Eastern Indira
Gandhi Regional Institute of
Health and Medical Sciences
(NEIGRIHMS) in Shillong
has become a focal- point of
this debate. The.Hynniewtrep
Youth Council (HYC) has
been actively demanding
the formal implementation
of an 80:20 female-to-male
nurse recruitment ratio at
NEIGRIHMS, aligning with
practices at AIIMS, New
Delhi, JIPMER, etc.

In early 2025, NEIGRI-
HMS issued ajob advertise-
mentto fill 105 Nursing Offi-
cer posts (backlog vacancies)
without specifying any gen-
derratio. The HY C expressed
concern that this would lead
to a disproportionate num-
ber of male nurses being
recruited, which they argue is
unsuitable given the patient
demographic and cultural
sensitivities. The HYC presi-
dent highlighted that some
female patients, especially
in sensitive wards such as the
MICU, PICU, and ICU, often
feltuncomfortable with male
nurses attending to them or
their children. The Council
also pointed out that only a
few"departments at NEIGRI-
HMS cater exclusively to
male patients, making a high
proportion of male nurses
unnecessary. The NEIGRI-
HMS clarified that the ad-
vertised vacancies were not
for fresh recruitment but for
‘Backlog Vacancies’ that
arose from non-acceptance,
non-joining, resignations,
or non-availability of suit-

- thatin all probability will ad-
versely affect public interest
nor is it designed to promote
a desired outcome for a
better environment in Me-
ghalaya. | sincerely believe
it is a fit case for so motto
judicial intervention by the
Meghalaya High Court or
for some interested party to
move an RTI over it.

But we forget about the
Tourism Department’s need
to make money and show ac-
tivity. We are told it’sa 23.60
crore project and contracted
to a company by the name
of E-Factor Experiences
Ltd. It’s a company that
specializes in weddings and
eventmanagement. Zilch on
wildlife protection, environ-
mental conservation et al.
Yetthey now want to venture
in,towildlife eco-fourism but

able candidates in various
categories from previous
recruitment cycles. Recruit-
ments at NEIGRIHMS are
conducted according to the
‘Model Roster and Regional
Roster’ mandated by DOPT
guidelines. Currently, there is
no provision in the existing
Recruitment Rules for an
80:20 female-to-male-ratio.
NEIGRIHMS had requested
the Ministry of Health and
'Family Welfare, Govern-
ment of India, for such a
provision in July 2024, but
the Ministry, in August 2024,
had advised against adopting
such a ratio. This decision
has sparked protests by the
HYC.

The controversy under-
scores the complex intersec-
tion of gender, culture, and
healthcare delivery in the
Northeast and highlights
the challenges of balancing
inclusivity with local social
realities. It is often argued
that women are naturally
more considerate and com-
passionate, and thus better
suited to nursing. Scientific
research does show that, on
average, women tend to
score higher on measures
of empathy and compas-
sion, possibly due to both
biological factors (such as
higher oxytocin release) and
socialization. However, these
are average differences with
significant overlap—many
men are deeply compassion-
ate and effective caregivers,
and individual variation far
outweighs group averages.
Moreover, contemporary re-
search and patient'feedback
refute the belief that men
cannot* be as gentle, con-
cerned, and compassionate
as their female counterparts.
The skills that define a good
nurse—clinical competence,
communication, problem-
solving, and empathy—are
not exclusive to any gen-
der. Nursing is a profession
grounded in science, critical
thinking, and’teamwork, as
much as it is in compassion.

Stereotypes Harm
Everyone

Labelling nursing as
“women’s work” perpetu-
ates stereotypes that harm
both men and women. Men
face stigma, lack of support,
and discrimination, while
women are boxed into care-
giving roles, undermining
their natural potential for
other professions and career
advancement. Gencfer-based
labels such as “male nurse”
are injurious, as they pre-
serve sex-segregation and

and then we might even be
presented in the mornings
with the sight of a stiff or
two. | mean this proposal is
being made in the interest of
promoting wildlife tourism
but lets keep the poor inno-
cent wild animals and our
pristine forests out of it.
Yours etc.,
Toki Blah,
Via email

Growth of

tourism in
Meghalaya:
A blessing or
challenge?

Editor,
I am writing this letter

confined within their ownl {5 express my views on the

etent management experi-
ences. | have an excellent
suggestion on how this can
be done. Please shift their
project site from Nongkhyl-
lem to Police Bazar. One
can come across all sorts of
wild, feral untamed creatures
after 10 pm in and around
the area. One can find wild
animals fighting, roaming
around aimlessly, making
unintelligible animal noises,
attacking without provoca-
tion and ifone is lucky, even
spdt in some dark comer a
mating pair in the bushes!
It’s a savagejungle out there.
A skywalk around the area
with strategically placed
spotlights will really attract
hordes ofinquisitive tourists.
Some adventurous tourist
might even be tempted to
join the fun. Wouldn’t that be
lovely! The Tourism Depart-
ment might also just tell the
police not to play spoilsports

rapid growth of tourism in
Meghalaya, As a resident of
this beautiful land it fills me
with both pride and concern
to see our state become one
of India's top tourist spots.
People from all over the
country and outside come to
witness our stunning land-
scapes, immerse themselves
in the rich cultures and ex-
perience our one-of-a-kind
attractions, such as the living
root bridges and crystal-clear
rivers of Dawki.

Local entrepreneurs,
home-stays, and small busi-
nesses have opened up new
opportunities due to tour-
ism. Rather than migrating in
search ofwork, many young
people are finding employ-
ment as tour guides, drivers,
and in the hospitality indus-
try. Our culture has been
better showcased thanks to
government initiatives that

reinforce stereotypes that
affect both men and women
in the* profession. Men en-
tering nursing often face
scepticism and questioning
of their masculinity. Male
nurses sometimes encounter
resistance from colleagues or
are assigned only physically
demanding tasks, reinforcing
thejrrole as exceptions rather
than equals.

A gender-diverse work-
force brings awider range of
perspectives, skills, and ex-
periences, which can improve
patient care and workplace
culture. Research shows that
de-gendering nursing and
building a gender-balanced
workforce strengthens the
profession and optimizes
its ability to serve society.
Besides, modem healthcare
ethics demand respect for the
dignity and unique attributes
of every individual, regard-
less of gender. Excluding
Or discouraging men from
nursing based on presumed
biological differences is dis-
criminatory and does not
align with contemporary val-
ues of fairness and equality.

India stands at a cross-
roads. India, like much of
the world, faces a severe
shortage ofnurses. There are
over three million registered
nurses in India.- The World
Health Organisation'srecom-
mendation is three nurses for
apopulation of 1000 people.
The current figure'in India
is 1.7 per 1000 people. In
2021, a group of nursing
and midwifery organisations
came together to highlight
this acute shortage of nurses
through their campaign titled
‘#NurseMidwife4Change'.
They claimed that India
would need at least 4.3 mil-
lion more nurses by 2024 to
meet the WHO standards.

To meet this challenge,
we must move beyond out-
dated notions ofwho can be
a nurse. Artificially limiting
the profession to one gender

.reduces the talent pool and

makes it harder to meet the
growing demand for health-
care services. De-gendering
the nursing profession is
hot jtist about fairness or
equality—it is about build-
ing a stronger, more effec-
tive healthcare system for
all. Encouraging mote men
to join nursing is essential
to address these shortages
and ensure better patient
care. While social and per-
haps biological factors may
influence the development
of empathy, compassion is
not exclusive to women.

support festivals such as the
Cherry Blossom Festival
and the Shillong Literary
Festival.

However, this growth
comes with certain problems
that must he addressed. Irre-
sponsible tourism is causing
harm to our delicate eco-
systems. Natural sites like
Shnongpdeng and Laitlum
are seeing increased littering,
water pollution, and damage
due to overcrowding. There
is a danger of degradation
to the precious rivers and
woods that are very im-
portant to our indigenous
communities. Moreover,
when traditions are ttimed
into commodities for profit,
they run the risk of becom-
ing nothing more than tourist
attractions, losing all oftheir
authentic character. -

Taking immediate action
to guarantee sustainable
tourism is crucial, as | be-
lieve in responsible tour-
ism - one that gives back to
local communities without
harming the environment.
Encouraging eco-tourism,
managing tourist flow to
avoid overcrowding, and
promoting awareness among
visitors are small steps that
can make a big difference.
Most importantly, the local
population must be involved
inthe planning and decision-
making processes to ensure

Men can and do develop
these qualities, especially in
supportive educational and
professional environments.
The idea that only women
.are suited for caring roles is
a social construct, not a bio-
logical fact. Male nurses i>ow
make up only about 11% of
India’s nursing workforce;
several barriers persist for
them. |

Policies should encourage
applications from all genders
and focus on building a
workforce that reflects the
diversity of the population.
Integrate feminist pedagogy
and gender-sensitivity train-
ing into nursing curricula.
This means challenging ste-
reotypes and empowering
students to see nursing as
a profession for everyone!
Challenge the public percepJ
tion of nursing through me-
dia, outreach, and education.
Campaigns that showcase
male nurses as competent
compassionate professionals
can Help break down stereo-
types and attract a broader
range of candidates.

The ongoing debate at
NEIGRIHMS exemplifies
the challenges and complexi-
ties involved, but also the
urgent need for dialogue and
reform. Balancing cultural
sensitivities with inclusivity
and merit-based recruitment
is essential. Let us envision a
future where nursing is seen
as a noble, respected profes-
sion opento all, regardless of
gender. Let us support poli-
cies and practices that value
merit over stereotypes, and
let us celebrate the contribu-
tions ofevery nurse—man or
woman—who dedicates his/
her life to caring for others.
By breaking down barriers,

e we can ensure that India’s
nurses, of all genders, are
empowered to lead," heal,
and inspire. This may call
for a wider discussion, for
the original policy of 80:50
was implemented at the Al-
IMS way back in 2019. Itis
hot that anyone is at fault,
as of now. HYC insists that
NEIGRIHMS. follow the
practice that is nationally
adhered to, while the Direc-
tor,. NEIGRIHMS, cannot
violate the current recruit-
ment rules of th& DoPT.
While acknowledging that
short-term expediency al-
ways overwhelms the long-
term concerns, | urge the
stakeholders notto lose sight
of the future. A future that
demands that we act from
nowon!

(The writer is former
member o fthe IAS)

B

Wrong answer

keys provided
by MPSC

Editor,

The answer key for the
test conducted for the post
of Field Assistant under the
Directorate of Economics
and Statistics held on April
19,2025 which was released
by MPSC on April 24,2025
needs to be rechecked as
some of the answers given
were incorrect. From my
side on checking the ques-
tions from the Mathematics
section - questions No. 108,
136 and 141 for Series-1,
,the options given were in-
correct. The answer should
be (D) 20Years, (A) 4 times
and (B) 4 Years respectively.
Hence, | would request the
concerned expert to kindly
recheck the questions and
answers. | have proof of
the errors not only from my
own calculations but from
a particular website https://
www.doubtnut.com in case
they want to consult. 1 am
left with no options than
to write this letter because
filing OMR representation
againstthe answer keys from
the MPSC account is very
difficukt as it always gives

that tourism uplifts rather ( €rror messages.

than exploits our culture and
environment. Let us, as citi-
zens, embrace responsible
tourism in Meghalaya and
work together to safeguard
its future.
Yours etc.,
Agreecy Kharumnuid
Shillong

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Public service or
privilege? A closer look at

VPP’s salary contierns
By Rishanlang Khongwir

The recent statement by
the Voice ofthe People Party
(VPP), expressing concern
over the financial conditions
of Opposition MLAS in
Meghalaya, raises important
questions—though not all
for the reasons intended. At
the heart of their concern is
the claim that amonthly sal-
ary ofRs 2,02,000 is insuf-
ficientto cover the expenses
involved in public service,
including staff wages, fuel,
and office operations.

While the issue of un-

Take, for example, the
reference made to VPP MLA
Bah Brightstar Marbatiiang,
who'reportedly uses & two-
wheeler or amodest vehicle
due to the lack of official
support. While this is-cited
as a hardship, many may
instead see it as a symbol of
honest and relatable leader-,
ship—an image that reso-
nates with people far more'
than one of excess. There
is also a wider concern that
must be addressed which is-
how certain public officials'

Across the country, millions ofeducated \
youth remain unemployed, and'many \
workers earn less than Rs 500 a day.

Forfamilies struggling to make ends meet,
the notion thatRs 2 lakhs a month is
insufficient can appear deeply disconnected
from their- lived reality. It is essential that
elected leaders remain conscious ofthe
socio-economic backdrop they serve-within.

Moreover, all the 60 MLAs also receive a sum

0f2.5 crore each as MLA developmentfund
which can be used to support developmental !
work in their constituencies. i

equal privileges between po-
litical appointees and elected
representatives deserves
attention, framing a salary
bf.Rs 2 lakhs as inadequate
warrants deeper reflection,
Aspecially when viewed
Against the economic re-"
pities ofthe average citizen
ip India today. Across the
country, millions ofeducated
youth remain unemployed,
and many workers earn less
than Rs 500 a day. For fami-

lies struggling to make ends
meet, die notion that Rs 2
lakhs a month is insufficient
can appear deeply discon-
nected from their lived real-
ity. It is essential that elected
leaders remain conscious of
the socio-economic back-
drop they, serve within.
Moreover, all the 60
MLAs algo receive a sum
of 2.5 crOre each as MLA
development fund which
can be used to support de-
velopmental work in their
constituencies. While there
is certainly merit in the

accumulate considerable
personal wealth despite hav- !
ing modest official salaries.
This raises important ques-
tions of financial ethics and .
public trust. If the current
system leads to disparities
in treatment and question-
able enrichment, then reform
must begin with transparen-,
cy and equitable distribution ;
of public resources, rather
than with demands for more
personal'benefits.

|

At a time when a vast,
majority ofcitizens are striv-,
ing to survive on modest,
incomes, a monthly salary
of Rs 2,02,000 cannot, in
good faith, be described
as insufficient. In any part
of the country—including,.
Meghalaya—this is a signifi- m
cant amount ofmoney, plac-,,
ing an MLA among the top
earners in society. It is not,
just a salary; it is a position
of privilege, responsibility,
and public trust. Rather than
diminishing the value of
this remuneration, elected 1

Citizens expect their leaders to embody
simplicity and responsibility, particularly m
during times when economic disparity is so
stark. Take, for example, the reference made
to VPP MLA Bah Brightstar Marbaniang,who
reportedly uses a two-wheeler or a modest
vehicle due to the lack ofofficial support.
While this is cited as a hardship, many may
instead;see it as a symbol ofhonest and
relatable leadership— an image thaPresonates with.
peoplefar more than one ofexcess.

VPP’s argument that politi-
cal appointees enjoy exten-
sive privilege:?—vehicles,
housing, drivers, fuel, and
staff—despite lacking an
electoral mandate, the re-
sponse should be a call for
greater accountability and
transparency across the
board, not simply a demand
for matching perks. Rather
than viewing public service
through the lens Jof what is
lacking in personal conve-
nience, there is a greater
need for representatives to
focus on efficient gover-
nance and ethical leadership.
Citizens expect their leaders
to embody simplicity and
responsibility, particularly
during times when economic
disparity is so stark.

leaders should recognise it,
for what it is—a generous ¢
compensation for publicj
service—and focus their,
energy on building systems
that are fair, transparent, and
efficient. Raising the bar of.
accountability and reducing
wastage in governance wilf
benefit both the representa-
tives and the people they'
serve. Leadership is not

.measured by the car one-

drives or the size of the al- *
lowance one receives, but*
by the integrity of one’s ac-'
tions and the impact made in

.public life. In a nation where-

financial hardship is the real-
ity for millions, Rs 2 lakhs a
month is not a burden—it’s
a privilege that demands
humility, not complaint."


http://www.doubtnut.com

Sitting down, getting back up:  saatidsto
Anim%ortant hgealth tgstforyola o

ficult to stand up from the toilet without

f you or someone you love finds it dif-
I using your hands, it might seem like a

Muscle only stays if you use it - the
“move it or lose it” mantra applies here.
Regular strength training is one of the best

small issue. But in health and ageing, thighings you can do to stay independent and

movement - known as the “sit-to-stand” -
can be a red flag. It’s one of the strongest
indicators of frailty, a condition that can
threaten independence and quality of life.

Frailty increases the risk of falls, hospi-
tal stays, slower recovery from illness, and
early death. It’s more than just about being
thin or weak - it’s about reduced muscle
mass, strength and energy - and it’s one
of the main reasons older adults lose the
ability to live on their own.

This loss of muscle strength and func-
tion isn’t just about growing old. It often
begins as early as your 30s and accelerates
after 60. The good news? It’s not inevi-
table. Frailty can be prevented - and even
reversed - with simple, targeted changes in
diet and physical activity.

Surprisingly, carrying a bit of extra
weight in older age can be beneficial. Stud-
ies suggest that being in the “overweight”
BMI range is often linked to better out-
comes than being underweight - as long as
you’re carrying muscle, not just fat.

What matters most is body composition
- the ratio of muscle to fat. Lean muscle
supports mobility, balance and resilience
during illness or injury. In contrast, excess
visceral fat (around the internal organs)
increases the risk of disease.

Muscle is made of protein and, as we age,
our bodies become less efficient at using it.
That means older adults need to eat more
protein than younger people - not less. Aim
for 1to 1.2 grams of protein per kilogram
of body weight per day. For a 70kg person,
that’s around 70-85 grams daily, ideally
spread across all meals.

Good protein sources include:

* Eggs, milk, cheese and yoghurt

* Chicken, turkey, beef and oily fish

» Lentils, beans, tofu and soy products
* Nuts, seeds, and whole grains

Also, don’t forget total calorie intake.
If you’re undereating overall - especially
during illness - your body will break down
muscle to compensate, even if protein in-
take is adequate.

Move it or lose it

strong.

Aim for two to three sessions per week
focused on strength. You don’t need a gym -
bodyweight exercises at home count too.

Effective strength activities include:
e Sit-to-stand repetitions from a chair
e Functional move-

ments like stair climb-

ing, gardening, or car-

rying groceries
e Squats, lunges and

push-ups
e Using resistance

bands or light weights

W alking, swimming
and cycling are great for
cardiovascular and joint
health, but they aren’t
enough on their own to
maintain muscle mass.
Challenge your muscles
regularly - even in small
ways.

Things to watch out
for:

e Struggling to stand
up from low chairs or
the toilet

e Clothes feeling loos-
er around the thighs or
arms

e Feeling weaker car-
rying bags or household
items

e Avoiding stairs or
certain movements you
used to do easily

Catching these signs early can help you
act before it affects your independence.

Here are five things you can do for
healthy ageing

Prioritise protein: include it in every
meal. Think eggs for breakfast, beans at
lunch, and fish or chicken for dinner.

Strength train weekly: find something
you enjoy and can stick with - gardening,
resistance bands, or a local class.

‘Star - Gazing’

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, May 4, 2025

Don’t fear healthy weight gain: especially
if you’ve recently lost weight unintention-
ally. Focus on building muscle, not fat.

Stay active daily: every movement counts
- walking, stretching, or lifting household
objects.

Monitor your function: the sit-to-stand
test is a simple way to track your strength.
If it’s getting harder, take action.

We can’t stop ageing, but we can age
well. That means making muscle health a

priority - not just for appearance, but for
independence, dignity and quality of life.

So, whether you’re thinking about your
future or supporting an older loved one,
remember this: building and maintaining
muscle is one of the most powerful tools
we have for healthy ageing.

With the right habits, you can protect
your strength, mobility and independence.

And next time you sit down - think about
how easily you get back up. That small
action might be the most important health
check you do all day. (The Conversation)

potential of antibody
against Long Covid

S scientists are under-
taking a clinical trial to
decode the efficacy of

“This trial represents our over-
all commitment to addressing the
most pressing health challenges

a long-acting antibody agaf@ir time. We’re leveraging our

Long Covid -- a condition that
affects at least 65 million people
worldwide.

Long Covid affects people after
an infection caused by the SARS-
CoV-2 virus. The condition not
properly defined yet presents with
more than 200 symptoms.

The team from the Nova South-
eastern University (NSU) and
the Schmidt Initiative for Long
Covid (SILC) announced that a
clinical trial is underway to as-
sess the effectiveness and safety
of sipavibart -- a long-acting
monoclonal antibody designed by
British drugmaker AstraZeneca’s
to protect the condition.

The team enrolled 100 pa-
tients in the multi-year research,
reviewed and cleared by the
FDA earlier this year. It aims
to improve patients Long Covid
symptoms and restore them to
full health.

“Like many multi-symptom,
post-viral conditions, Long Covid
is incredibly complicated and thus
little understood,” said Nancy
Klimas, director of the Institute
for Neuro-Immune Medicine at
NSU. “Finding a treatment will
be life-changing for patients suf-
fering from the myriad symptoms
of Long Covid,” she added.

The study will test whether the
monoclonal antibody sipavibart
-- approved for the pre-expo-
sure prophylaxis (prevention) of
Covid-19 in Japan and the EU —is
effective in treating Long Covid.
The trial is one of three Long
Covid treatment trials expected
to begin in 2025.

“Long Covid affects at least
65 million people worldwide, and
with more than 200 symptoms,
the health impacts of the disease
can be debilitating,” said Dr. John
Redd, CEO of SILC.

research expertise to potentially
transform treatment options for
millions suffering from Long
Covid, advance knowledge, and
improve patient outcomes through
innovative clinical research,”

-added Dr. Ken Dawson-Scully,

NSU’s senior vice president for
research and associate provost.
Long COVID or long-haul
COVID is a group of health prob-
lems persisting or developing
after an initial period of COVID-
19 infection. Symptoms can last
weeks, months' or years and are
often debilitating. The World
Health Organization defines ldng
COVID as starting three months
after the initial COVID-19 infec-
tion, but other agencies define it
as starting, at four weeks,after the
initial infection. D>
Long COVID is characterised
by a large number of symptoms
that sometimes disappear and
then reappear. Commonly-re-
ported symptoms of long COVID
are fatigue, memory problems,
shortness of breath, and slee
disorder. :
Several other symptoms, in-
cluding headaches, mental health
issues, initial loss of smell or
taste, muscle weakness, fever,
and cognitive dysfunction may
also present.Symptoms often get
worse after mental or physical
effort, a process called post*-ex-
ertional malaise. There is a large
overlap in symptoms with my-
algic encephalomyelitis/chtonic
fatigue syndrome (ME/CFS).
The causes of long COVID are
not yet fully understood. Hyppth-
eses include lasting damage to or-
gans and blood vessels, problems
with blood clotting, neurological
dysfunction, persistent virus or a
reactivation of latent viruses and
autoimmunity. (Agencies)

Ifwe must bring back extinct

'Birthday Forecast'

Moon conjunct Mars on your solar return chart and itwill give exceptional results
during the year ahead. It Is an ideal time for the new practices and expansion
plans that you always wanted to implement. You will take up projects that were
inthe pipeline for a long time. You will be flush with funds and money will not
be a constraint. You will receive some good and important opportunities in
your business. You will give a stiff challenge to competitors and commercial
opponents and put difficult objectives in front of them. Your bosses will be

happy with your

performance. You will get the desired assistance from your

friends and you will be ready to help your friends in all possible ways. You will
enjoy the best of health this year. Those who are single can get married. You
wHI enjoy good relationship with your brothers/sisters. Your spouse will keep
supporting. Elders will bless you.

'This week for you'

Aries: (March 21 - April 20) You are committed, bold and adventurous

right now. You are more effective in general, in attempts to
express your creativity. You have a stronger ability to hold
the attention of an audience. Love, love affairs, and other
social activities help to enhance a healthy self-image. You
may spend extra money on things that will make your life
more comfortable and plea”nt, and work that needs to be
done in and around the home becomes a priority. You may
find yourself in a position in which there is a blending of the
financial with social or public affairs.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) By the present planetary combination you would

focus on having fun, enjoying sports and expressing yourself
efficiently. A love affair may become a little more serious now.
r Spendingtimewithsomeonespecialisafocus.YouarelOoking
toexpand your activities, and you may find that you have a lot
ofenergyforhigherstudies, travel, or brand new subjects. It's

IT a good time to work out money problems or other issues of

sharing with a partner. You receive pleasure from anything
that expands your horizons, both physically and mentally.
You derive pleasure from your health regimen.

Gemini: (May 22 mJune 21) This is an excellent time for travel, education,

\iy
J ||k .

communications, and higher learning. You might consider
furthering your education and hobbies; it is a fabulous time to
dosoorsimplybroadeningyourknowledgeinamoreinformal
manner. Career and vocational issues may benefit from the
increased clarity you possess. Much of your energy will be
applied to vocational achievement, professional success,
and leadership during this period. Some form of pleasant
results in your education or profession brings rewards and

recognition.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) Your natural talents would meet with reward and

acceptance. Practical matters are a large focus and are very
strong. More security in your job is likely. You are more will-
ing than usual to work diligently for money, and your natural
talents are likely to be utilized more in the work you do and
appreciated by others. You would enjoy some time in your
family and there you find affection and love. This isaltogether
a happy and relaxed time for you. Take care of your health
and adopt a routine of regular walk and exercise

Leo- (July 23 - August 23)Communication, creativity and authority in profes-

fm

sional matters are highlighted as an excitingjob offer, reward,
recognition, or promotion ispossible. An opportunity toexpand
onaglobal level arrives now. You would have more energy for
CT  workandyourdailyroutinestendtospeedupnow.Perhapsyou
have a larger workload than usual. You are ready to perform
and express yourself and take charge and responsibilities
* *  on your shoulders. This is a very significant period when
you are inspired creatively and emotionally. Romance could
make you think along serious or practical lines and look to a

more committed relationship.

VIimo- (August 24 mSeptember 22)You would enjoy making things that are

j beautiful and you succeed in areas that require an aesthetic
t sense aswell as artistic ability. Matters concerning yourcareer
come to the fore. You are likely to enjoy a strong feeling of

happinessand solidarity infriendship and love. This isa good
time for research and meditation; butdo avoid being dragged
down by issues that have outgrown their worth and purpose.
Examining the past in order to improve the future is certainly
worthwhile, as long as you don't get caught up in the past.
You are physically fit and on top of things.

Libra: (September23-October23)This isa period ofromance, creative activi-

&

ties, entertainmentand children. There would be cooperation
and harmony in relationships and this is the time inwhich you
canwork on resolving differences with loved ones. You are in
a position to inspire others through your work. Income from
foreign sources could also figure this time. You work on your
effectiveness and examine exactly what has been holding
you back from achieving the results you want. You are full of
energy and indulge in sports and other physical activities or
a structured exercise routine.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) This phase brings responsibilities,

seriousness and sensitivity in relations. The purpose of this
combination is for you to make the connection between your
own feelings of self-worth and what you produce in the real
world or get back from the real world. Your career, reputation,
and publiclifeare influenced. Increased public recognition and
professional success characterizesthistime. Health issueswill
settle down as you get back into your normal rhythm.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21) The planetary configuration

brings financial gains and profits from business. This can be
a time of achievement, career advancement, and success
in business. Work-related travel is possible now. It is more
about how you express yourself than the specifics of what
you are saying that helps away others to your position. More
contactwith authorityfigures is likely at this time. Dowhat you
feel is right, keeping in mind that you are in the forefront of
things. Finding a balance between your public life and your
private life is in focus.

Capricorn: (December 22 mJanuary 20)You pour more energy into self-

promotion or business activities. It's a good time to work out
money problems or other issues of sharing with a partner.
You tend to be expansive andgenerouswhenitcomesto love
and relations. An event may occur that expands your career
or professional interests, and you derive more pleasure from
these activities. More freedom is likely to be experienced in
several aspects of your career. You enjoy doing things with
others at work and home, as synergy and cooperation are
available to you now.

Aquarius: (January 21 mFebruary 18) Taking care of business is primary

during this phase. You need the energies, companionship
and support of other people, and they may also seek out
your support and companionship. An event may occur that
expands your career or professional interests, and you derive
more pleasure from these activities. More freedom is likely to

, be experienced in your career. You are called upon to deal
with the details and practicalities of everyday life, to become
more organized, and to take charge of your routines. It'stime
to formulate some clear goals and plans. Circumstances are
such that you need to develop some healthy habits, routines,
and schedules.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) You may begin to take on more respon-

sibilities on the job or at a place where you are a volunteer.
Yourjob could become rather tedious and boring, or working
conditions may be poor, demanding, or frustrating. Believing
ina grand plan isfine, but practical concerns need to be dealt
with as well. Recognizing your personal limitations in terms
of just how much you can give to others and just how much
compassion and understanding you can show is essentia
now. It's time to structure your life. Issues of guilt, worry, and
anxiety could crowd your mind - relaxation techniques and
drawing on your inner strength would be beneficial.

specles, let's focus on herbivores

he American genetic en-

gineering firm Colossal

Biosciences recently an-

nounced to much fanfare it
“de-extincted” the dire wolf, a
canine species that was wiped
out around 10,000 years ago.
However, the three animals it
presented are actually modern
grey wolves with some genetic
modifications.

Regardless of whether you
consider them dire wolves or
not, Colossal Bioscience made
the interesting claim that it had
genetically engineered lost eco-
logical function. This made me
ponder what ecological functions
are missing from today’s ecosys-
tems as a result of extinctions we
have caused.

By ecological function, | am
referring to the way all animals
have some sort of influence on
the ecosystems they inhabit.
Honeybees and many other in-
sects pollinate flowering plants,
beavers build dams that create
ponds and alter the flow rate of
streams, elephants knock over
trees helping to keep savannas
open, and ants and termites shift
vast amounts of soil and help
decompose plant litter.

It is not clear to me what
functions Colossal’s geneti-
cally engineered wolves might
have that is different from grey
wolves, but it is hypothetically
possible they would hunt differ-
ent animals in different ways or
places. With only three wolves,
they are unlikely to have the
statistical power to compellingly
demonstrate any new ecological
effects. But nonetheless, the idea
that these wolves may play dif-
ferent ecological roles from grey
wolves is‘more compelling than
the claim they have brought back
the dire wolf.

One group of animals that
have ecological functions that
are oversized as they, are those
that weigh more than half atonne.
These animals have also been hit
hard by humans, and many spe-
cies went extinct in the past few
tens of thousands of years.

Each time our ancestors colo-
nised new continents as they

spread around the world from
Africa, large animals were driven
to extinction at a higher rate
treh smaller ones. Giant ground
sloths, mammoths and elephants,
giant bison and tapirs, even spe-
cies of massive armadillos and
camels all died out in the mil-
lennia after humans arrived in
the Americas.

Australia lost all its large ani-
mals, including a giant wombat-
relative called diprotodon, giant
short-faced kangaroos, and a
marsupial that resembled a huge
tapir. Along with these massive
herbivores, marsupial lions that
evolved from a lineage of her-
bivores, terrestrial crocodiles,
giant constrictor snakes and huge
monitor lizards were also lost.
Europe and Asia similarly lost
many large species when our an-
cestors settled these lands.

THE WHOLE WORLD WAS
ONCE LIKE AFRICA

Africa is the only continent to
maintain lots of large herbivores,
including rhinos, elephants, hip-
pos, giraffes and buffalo. How-
ever, even on the continent where
we evolved, losses occurred.
Gone is a giant gnu-like beast and
at least one elephant species, ex-
tinctions both attributed by some
scientists to our ancestors.

In Africa, the remaining giant
herbivores play important eco-
logical roles that have been lost
elsewhere in the world. Elephants
knock down trees keeping savan-
nas open, while hippos create
grazing lawns on land and add
nutrients to the water through
their dung, fuelling aquatic food
chains.

All giant herbivores trample
vegetation and riverbanks and are
key players in nutrient cycling
thanks to the vast quantities of
faeces they produce. They can
also help disperse seeds and gen-
erate a mix of different habitats.
These processes can determine
how often an area is burned by
wildfire, the type of ecosystem in
an area, and can indirectly affect
weather patterns and climate.

The loss of these large ani-

mals, particularly in Australia,
mled to very significant changes in
ecosystems ranging from tropical
forests to deserts. Cycles.of fires
and nutrients changed with the
extinction of giant herbivores,
and the loss of all the apex preda-
tors led to an increase in graz-
ing and browsing pressure from
smaller herbivores including
kangaroos, wallabies and koa-
las. This made it harder to avoid
woodlands turning into savannas
and semi-arid lands.

The absence of large native
predators meant the remaining
marsupials lost their fear. When
cats, dogs and foxes were intro-
duced by humans, they decimated
populations of many marsupials,
driving some extinct. Lesser
bilbies, desert bandicoots and
broad-faced potoroos are gone
for good, having been easy, prey
for introduced carnivores.

An impressive feat for Co-
lossal Biosciences would be
re-engineering large animals to
provide lost ecological functions.
De-extincting large herbivores
like diprotodons and short-faced
kangaroos, or even predators like
marsupial lions, would be a seri-
ously impressive achievement,
but I suspect will be forever be-
yond the reach of science.

Jurassic Park is fiction, as is
recreating the fauna of Austra-
lia 60,000 years ago. Even if
we could do this, it is not clear
the de-extincte.d animals would
thrive given how much the ecol-
ogy of Australia has changed
since their extinction.

Instead of trying to recreate
lost ecological function through
the genetic tinkering of living
animals that are unlikely to be
allowed back into the wild any
time soon, we should take a dif-
ferent approach. The focus should
be on maintaining and restoring
ecological function using exist-
ing species within the areas,in
which they live or once lived. The
science of doing this may riot Tie
as exciting as the genetic engi-
neering of Colossal Biosciences,
but it will be easier to deliver 'and
will be more ecologically useful.
(The Conversation)
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Census as allurement

THE row over the abrupt turnaround and announce-
ment of the Caste Enumeration decision, as part
of the upcoming National Census, was only to be
expected. Clearly, and openly, the Congress party
and its leader Rahul Gandhi have been airing this
demand in recent times. The NDA dispensation led
by Narendra Modi had gone on record in Parlia-
ment some time ago to say the government did not
intend to do a caste survey. Modi went around the
states to say that unlike in the conventional sense,
he regarded farmers, youths, women etc as ‘castes’
in the modem sense and would rather work for
their uplift. In a way, such compartmentalization
for governmental favours is in bad taste. India is
not ajust society. Large segments ofthe population
remain where they are in the past several decades,
despite the offer of reservations to disadvantaged
sections like the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, which were later extended in some fields
to backward classes too. In a real sense, these had
only marginal effects as most of those who were
bom in these communities never ever got a fair
deal from the establishment. India’s governance
system remains overwhelmingly concentrated in
the hands of elites. It’s here that the relevance of
a caste enumeration or census comes into play. It
would, among other things, give statistics on their
population strengths andwhich all segments among
them gained or failed to progress.

A caste census by itselfis no panacea for the ills
plaguing India’s disadvantaged army ofunderlings,
who are mostly and pitiably voiceless. For instance,
the representatives of the SCs and STs, elected to
legislatures and parliament or even to local bodies
thanks to the reservation system, hardly get jtheir
voices heard in these august institutions by virtue
of the ‘elitist’ mindset of the others around them.
The SC-STs should thank Babasaheb Ambedkar
and the accommodative nature of Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru to have included “provisions
for inclusiveness” in the Indian Constitution. Yet,
they remain at the margins. Empowerment is noth-
ing more than lip-service by politicians to get their
votes. The Congress party itself does not have the
moral authority to claim credit for the present deci-
sion by the Modi government for a caste survey. No
Congress government ever did this. The last caste
survey was done by the British Raj ahundred years
ago. Caste, inthe Indian context, is inseparable from
life; and more so in the Hindu society that forms
around 80 per cent of the population. The buck
should not stop with a simple caste census. Feel-
ings are strong that Modi is fooling aroundwith the
SC-ST-BC populations to win upcoming assembly
polls and not allow the Congress to steal the wind
over the BJP. This is quite possible. The Congress
has rightly demanded atime-line for follow-up ac-
tions after the census-taking, to rectify the wrongs.
This is important, no doubt but anything done for

political optics is suspect.

Letters to the Editor

Pradip Kurbah
should be our
next Padma

Awardee!

Editor,

It would be a delight to
have someone like Pradip
Kurbah, the torch-bearer of
our film scene in Meghalaya
be nominated for the Padma
Awards 2026. This letter
would have been supported
by an array of evidence but
Pradip's history is not alien
to any of us. Pradip has
been one of Meghalaya’s
torchbearers, bringing the
stories and identity ofthe state
to national and international
platforms. The accolades he
has earned for his art of film
making has increased the vis-
ibility of Meghalaya's cinema
everywhere. He has earned
National Awards for lewduh,
Ri-Homeland of Uncertainty
and Onaatah over the past
few years and well, there's a
possibility that his upcoming
film Ha Lyngkha Bneng/ The
Elysian Fields would bag the
national awards too. | recom-
mend that his name be nomi-
nated for the award because
ofhis humble beginnings and
his accomplishments. Several
interviews that are available
online suggestthat Pradip has
never had a formal educa-
tion in film-making while
his craft proved otherwise.
His expertise in screenplay
and direction is the fruit of
his consistency and his vi-
sion. He substantiates to the
world that what you learn in
the four walls of a formal
setup is nothing compared

to what you learn through
practical experiences. If he
even gets nominated for the
award, a wave of inspiration
will hover in the air of the
film scene in Meghalaya,
and this will greatly inspire
many youth of the state. |
can’t think of anyone else
but Pradip Kurbah to be
nominated from the state for
Padma Awards 2026 under
the Arts category.
Yours etc.,
Emidao Shylla
Via email

Nongkhyllem
Forest and

Ecotourism

Editor,

Apropos of the recent
letters of Mr Khlur Basan,
Janet Hujon and Toki Blah,
I write to state that | fully
endorse their views which
oppose the setting up of a
recreational place for tourists
in the middle of Nongkhyl-
lem Reserve Forest. The
very name 'Reserve' should
indicate that the area is not
to be tampered with in any
way. Dumping concrete and
erecting buildings in the
middle of a pristine forest
cannot be called Ecotourism.
Do the residents ofthe forest
not have the right to be leftin
peace? Who are we humans
to invade their piece of ha-
ven? | ask a question ofthose
who endorse the project - "if
tomorrow the Tourism De-
partment starts erecting tents
in your compound as part of
Ecotourism and without your
permission, would you allow

Unity, the Holy Grail of the
Hynniewtrep people

If there is one thing on
earth that all Khasi Pnars
agree upon, it is the need for
unity among the community.
Unfortunately it continues
to elude us. One can safely
claim that Unity is the il-
lusive Holy Grail that has so
far eluded the Hynniewtrep
people. But hold on! Hang
on a minute! Come to think
of it, its most ironical that
Unity is also the one of the
items that Khasis dispose off
like unwanted garbage every
opportunity that come their
way. Khasi Pnar Unity be-
came the first casualty when
we got introduced to and en-
thusiastically embraced Party
Politics. Eloquent wagging
political tongues, driven by
pure self interest, strove to
address our base emotions
and prime instincts and suc-
ceeded in no small way in
polarizing our tribal cohe-
sion. Social harmony became
the first casualty. The in-
ability to think as a cohesive
community followed. Today
we adhere, act and move as
various political groups each
as dissimilar from the other
as they can be. Surprisingly
there is no indecent, unrigh-
teous or outside ideology
that is responsible for such
a state of affairs. It simply
needs a thoughtless mindset;
a leaderless society; a merry
ear for nonsensical tunes one
can danceto and ofcourse the
main divider - wads of 500
rupee notes. That’s how eas-
ily the cry for Hynniewtrep
unity can be politically dis-
pensed with.

Then our tryst with reli-
gion and faith has been no
unifying factor either. Rigid
stands have been taken by
both the indigenous faith
holders and the non indig-
enous believers. The Niam
Tre and Seng Khasi adherents
have roundly accused those
who have left the original
faith as betrayers and turn-
coats of Khasi culture and
identity. Those accused have,
on the other hand, stoutly
defended themselves with
the argument that God and
faith is apersonal choice and
has nothing to do with either
culture ortribal identity. With
a bit of provocation from
vested interests, the row has
only worsened and threatens
to become a full-blown dis-
cord. In the meanwhile both
parties merrily continue with
what they as a community
have collectively been doing
from the dawn oftime. As a
tribe they continue to speak
the same language; cling on
with fierce devotion to their
singular identity as a matri-
lineal society; speak with one
voice the need to safeguard
their land and ownership over
it; gracefully and effortlessly

them to do so?” So, what
gives us the right to treat the
animals and the forest with
such contempt and in such a
shoddy manner?

I do hope those respon-
sible for pushing this project
will come to their senses
because, as God is in heaven
, our own destruction will
follow the ruining of wildlife
and pristine forests.

Yours etc.,
DM Pariat,
Shillong

Alarming decline
in educational
quality in Shillong:
Call for urgent

Intervention

Editor,

With the onset of the ad-
missions to undergraduate
classes in Shillong, unscru-
pulous competition arises
among institutes vying for
students, prioritizing profit
over quality. This alarming
trend threatens Meghalaya’s
education system, calling
for urgent intervention to
prevent irreparable damage.
Unchecked commercializa-
tion risks eroding the state’s
academic foundation. Once
Northeast India’s education
hub, Shillong’s prestige fades
as institutes chase revenue
over excellence. Despite
engaging so much in super-
ficial talk on quality educa-
tion, many institutes have
diluted standards for financial
gain, setting a dangerous
precedent. This erosion un-
dermines the city’s legacy,

By TokiBlah

come together at times of
death oybereavement; at Vil-
lage Dorbar meetings differ-
ences in faith are transcended
to create a common goal of
collective well-being.

On a larger social scale ,
irrespective ofGod and faith,
everyone collectively and
together cringe in fear over
the unfounded unsubstanti-
ated beliefthat the railway is
as dangerous as the nuclear
bomb. Intriguing also is the
united conspiracy of silence
from all and sundry on how
an improved economy can
lift all of us from our pres-
ent pecuniary misery. To an
outsider not conversant with
these complex social shades
that make up our society, we
must appear as the most baf-
fling and muddled up group
ofpeople on Gods own earth.
The dissimilarity in faith so
perceptible yet the cohesion
as a tribe so consistent! In
the midst of it all, the cry for
Hynniewtrep Unity has only
grown shriller. So exactly
what do we want?

Poverty and unemploy-
ment are another set of con-
cerns that have further accen-
tuated the feeling of disunity,
friction, disharmony ~divi-
sion or what ever you prefer
to call it among the Khasi
Pnars. The gap between the
haves and the have-nots ; the
rich and the poor has widened
in the last 50 years. There
has now emerged that creamy
social layer mockingly called
the “The High Level”. These
are mostly comprised of in-
dividuals who spend crores
in getting elected as Peoples
Representatives. Now don’t
getme wrong but most ‘High
Level’individuals get elected
not to serve butto be served!
To be addressed as the Hon-
ourable MLA or Honourable
Minister is the ultimate social
goal ofsuch people and ifthe
truth be told it is this egocen-
tric group who has betrayed
the real needs of our people.
The sole objective of this
group is to stay in power and
if persistent incompetence;
backstabbing; evading real
issues or dividing society be
the price towards that goal,
so be it. I say this in the full
knowledge that it will be hot-
ly denied but sadly its there
for everyone to see. Then we
cometo the Riew Donburom.
These are usually educated
individuals of both genders,
holding good jobs or in pro-
fessions that draw respect
from the ordinary man. This
is the middle class of Khasi
society and usually comprise
of Govt officials, teachers,
professors and church leaders
. They unfortunately repre-

necessitating immediate ac-
tion. The Meghalaya Depart-
mentofHigher and Technical
Education Department, and
the state’s lone affiliating
university must take bold
steps to restore integrity and
uphold academic standards.

The National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 expands
syllabi and courses, increas-
ing pressure on institutes.
Yet, the so-called prominent
colleges exploit brand names,
enrolling excessive students,
running more than two shifts
aday, and cramming over 200
students into a classroom.
Such overcrowding stifles
effective teaching and learn-
ing, as personalized attention
becomes impossible. These
highly government funded
institutes, driven by greed,
prioritize maximum business
over education, threaten-
ing the existence of smaller
but credible colleges. These
lesser-known institutes, with
qualified faculty meeting
UGC norms and adequate
infrastructure, struggle to
compete against celebrated
names, thereby risking their
survival. Prestigious names
dazzle students and parents
with promises of excellence,
but quality education requires
care, integrity, and adher-
ence to standards, not mere
reputation.

Blind trust in brands al-
lows institutes to exploit stu-
dents, neglecting academic
rigor. This commercial pur-
suitundermines Meghalaya's
educational foundation, as
profit overshadows knowl-
edge. To avert the disaster,
stakeholders must enforce
strict regulations ensuring

sent the Khasi intelligentsia
that identify with Gandhi’s
three monkeys - See no evil;
hear no evil; speak no evil.
And they refuse to speak!
The usual excuse for refus-
ing to come out of their self
imposed shells of silence is
often attributed to the fear of
“ioh shah peit khmat” (the
fear of being singled out for
speaking ). In the process,
injustice thrives; governance
takes a nose dive and cor-
ruption escalates, yet as the
proverbial ostrich, our intel-
lectuals prefer to bury their
heads in the sand! The unity
of silence from our educated
intellectual leadership is
a conspiracy that has only
encouraged mediocrity and
stupidity to emerge as quali-
ties for leadership!

At the other end of the
spectrum is that huge mass
of humanity we tongue click
over as “ki baphi kiba duk”
and these are the most ar-
dent and passionate seekers
for a decent leadership that
can provide us with unity. As
mentioned above we have
failed in our search for unity
butthe funny side ofit is that
inthis social clamour for unity
none has a clue asto what unity
actually comprises oforin our
case ,what do we mean by it.
As a society we are so dispa-
rate in our idea about unity
that it is well nigh impossible
to say whether, it is political,
social, economic or whether it
isjust a ‘Will o the wisp’ idea
bom of social desperation. To
one it might mean something
to another something entirely
different. Fact is we all are
clueless as to what we mean
by unity! So what is unity? Its
clear that unity is the opposite
ofbeing divided. It means be-
ing together or one towards a
common objective. It is also
becoming increasingly clear
that the common objective
for us is to retain our identity
as Khasis despite the chal-
lenges of time. We have to
ask ourselves is this possible?
And ifpossible where or what
is this fulcrum that makes this
possible? As a Khasi, follow-
ing the matrilineal system of
lineage, | identify the clan or
kur as that rivet that binds us
to the idea of Hynniewtrep
unity and identity. Undoubt-
edly some might disagree, so
let me try and explain.

“Ask notwhatyour coun-
try can do for you - ask what
you can do for your country”
is the famous quote from
J F Kennedy’s inaugural
address of 1961. It’s a call
encouraging individuals to
contribute to the public good
and to focus their united
responsibility to the nation.

all institutes maintain qual-
ity. This involves capping
student numbers per class
to prevent overcrowding,
auditing infrastructure and
faculty qualifications, sup-
porting smaller institutes if
they are genuine, to preserve
diversity, and aligning with
NEP-2020’s vision without
sacrificing standards. We
must save education from
becoming a jungle where
predatory institutes, like car-
nivorous beasts, hunt profit
with unchecked ferocity,
preying on trust. Without
intervention from the compe-
tent authorities, profit-driven
institutes will extinguish
genuine colleges and col-
lapse educational standards,
leaving a hollow system.
Shillong’s educational legacy
demands collective action.
Stakeholders, policymakers,
and citizens must prioritize
integrity over profit. True
excellence lies in fostering
an environments where learn-
ing thrives, not in dazzling
names or wealth. Act now to
safeguard Meghalaya’s edu-
cational future by upholding
quality, equity, and opportu-
nity for all students
Yours etc.,
Dr B Blessing Ryntathi-
ang,
Via email

Shillong’s poor

drainage system

Editor,

I would like to draw the
attention of the concerned
authorities and the general
public the persistent and
troubling issue of Shillong’s
inadequate drainage system.

It resonates flawlessly with
a Khasi’s feelings towards
his Kur. No Khasi will ever
ask or expect anything from
his Kur but its blessings. He
is however always there to
ask “What can | do for my
Kur?” The Kur incidentally is
the bedrock of ancient Khasi
political thought and today we
find our people turning back
to this traditional platform
for reassurance and social
confidence. Party politics
has failed us or has even
ruined us.

As Meghalaya continues
to slide down the path of a
failed state; as elected rep-
resentation become increas-
ingly irrelevant as a forum
for governance, the platform
ofthe Dorbar Kur has recently
emerged as the podium, forthe
voiceless to address their fears,
worries, hopes and aspirations;
as the dais from where the
sane advice and counsel of
experienced elders is listened
to with respect and deference.
For once in its dismal history
the KHADC woke up to this
budding social trend and came
forthwith anAmendmentto its
Khasi Social Custom of Lin-
eage Acfwherein due recogni-
tion was given to the Dorbar
Kurand the Rangbah Kur. The
Khasi Dorbar Kur exemplifies
the perfect example of class-
less egalitarian assemblies .
As oftoday the main focus of
such Dorbars is perhaps for
members to get to know each
other; for drafting of Kur
constitutions; for the election
of Kur Office bearers and for
the sounding ofthe traditional
rules and decrees that regulate
Kur interaction.

At present the Dorbar Kur
is just a social gathering
where, barring party politics,
ideas are shared and indepen-
dent thinking encouraged.
Meanwhile more and more
are turning towards the for-
mation and registration of
their respective Dorbar Kurs.
So is this the societal opening
we were in search of where
issues of community impor-
tance are openly debated?
Are our people turning back
to the Dorbar Kur forthe illu-
sive vision of Unity and self
Identity? I don’tknow. | don’t
know whether this will grow
beyond a social get together
and eventually evolve into a
socio-economic empowering
institution for the Jaitbynriew.
Only time will tell.

It could however form an
interesting study for serious
sociologists. In the mean-
while the KHADC should
come forth in collaboration
with some University to con-
duct a proper censUs of all
Kurs within the Hynniewtrep
umbrellaand ifpossible facil-
itate on how the Dorbar Kurs
should envision our future.

Every monsoon, the same
story repeats itself. We have
flooded roads, traffic comes
to a standstill, and homes too
are flooded. Even a moderate
downpour leads to waterlog-
ging in various parts of the
city such as Laban, Lumdi-
engjri, and Polo.

The drains, either clogged
with plastic waste or structur-
ally outdated, fail to channel
rainwater effectively, while
some parts of Shillong even
the Smart City system of
drainage turned out disas-
trous.

This situation reflects a
lack of proper planning and
maintenance. Despite repeat-
ed complaints from residents,
there has been little visible
effort to modernize the city’s
drainage infrastructure or to
ensure regular cleaning and
inspection. The health haz-
ards posed by stagnant water,
along with damage to public
and private property, demand
immediate attention.

| appeal to the Shillong
Municipal Board and Urban
Development Authorities to
act promptly. Upgrading the
drainage system, enforcing
anti-encroachment laws, and
launching awareness cam-
paigns about proper waste
disposal can go a long way in
addressing this issue.

Yours etc.,
Damemanbha Wanswett
Shillong

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.
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’s Education
Crisis: Big Budgets,
Broken Promises

By Divesh Ranjan

As India surges ahead
with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and ambi-
tious goals of digital literacy,
the state of Manipur remains
shackled to an education sys-
tem that is crumbling—both
physically and administra-
tively. On paper, the state has
never been better resourced.
The 2024-25 financial year
has earmarked an impressive
approx ?91,775 lakh under
the Samagra Shiksha scheme.
But behind the spreadsheets
lies a different reality: one
of unfinished classrooms,
teacherless schools, and a
generation of students slip-
ping through the cracks.

The crisis is not for lack
of vision or funds. Of the
sanctioned amount, approx
760,312 lakh is for fresh
initiatives across elemen-
tary, secondary, and teacher
education, with central as-
sistance making up more
than half. Another approx
231,463 lakh, however, is
tagged as spillover. This
backlog underscores a deeper
administrative malaise: sanc-

tioned infrastructure remains
unbuilt, approved projects
are not implemented, and
critical reforms stall in aweb
ofred tape.

The scale of underperfor-
mance is staggering. Out of

5,287 infrastructure interven-.

tions approved in previous
years, more than 85% remain
incomplete. In essential cat-
egories like computer labs,
ramps for students with dis-
abilities, and even upper
primary school buildings,
pendency rates are 100%.
It’s notjust digital education
that’s being held hostage—
basic, physical access to
education is too.

This inertia extends to
human resources. Across
Manipur’s 2,889 government
schools, 131 are runby asin-
gle teacher, and 40 have no
enrolled students atall. These
aren’t anomalies—they are
symptoms of a failing sys-
tem. Worse still, nearly 65%
ofsanctioned posts in District
Institutes of Education and
Training (DIETS), respon-
sible for upskilling educa-
tors, remain vacant. Without
trained teachers, policies like
NEP 2020 are reduced to
bureaucratic jargon.

The numbers get grim-
mer. Manipur’s dropout
rates— 13.3% at the primary
level and 5.6% at the upper
primary—are significantly
higher than national aver-
ages. Behind every statistic
is a child who may never
return to the classroom, of-
ten for preventable reasons:
dilapidated buildings, no
toilets for girls, absent teach-
ers, or economic desperation.
And while other states are
implementing second-chance
programs or linking students
to skilling initiatives, Ma-
nipur offers little by way of
re-enrollment or rescue.

There’s also a severe ac-
countability deficit. The state
has yet to operationalize
a Vidya Samiksha Kendra
(VSK), a crucial mechanism
for monitoring student learn-
ing outcomes and implemen-

tation of reforms. While
the VSK has a mandate to
provide real-time feedback
for policy corrections, .Ma-
nipur missed the September
2023 deadline to even begin
operations. Similarly, the
state has failed to act on Sec-
tion 12(1)(C.) of the Right
to Education Act, which
mandates private schools to
reserve25% oftheir Seats for
underprivileged students—a
statutory rightthat continues
to be ignored. ! i
This is not to say ail'is
bleak. There are promis-
ing proposals: restructur-
ing Kasturba Gandhi: Ba-
lika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) to
strengthen girls’ education,
expanding eco-cluBs'for
environmental awareness,
and introducing digits tools
through schemes like Vidya
Pravesh. Butthese initiatives
remain largely theoretical.
Without implementation’,
they are just bullet points in
PowerPoint presentations.-
The broader question,
then, is notwhether Manipur
has a plan—it does. The real

question is: who iseiisuring
that the plan gets executed?

Even the central' gov-
ernment has signaled;
patience. It has impose'd
strict conditions orilfund
utilization—75% usage per
tranche, digital reporting
via the PRABANDH por-
tal, and adherence to sub-
mission deadlines. Yet, the
very institutions expected
to comply—Ilike Block-arid
Cluster Resource Centres- -
are often underfunded and
understaffed. Add to this the
challenge of a fragmented
fund release system” .where
money moves from central
coffers to state budgets'to
specific institutions "With
elittle transparency; or ac-
countability, and delays be-
come the norm. o

This crisis is not just
educational; it is moral. In
a state battered by conflict,
instability, and displace-
ment, schools are not merely
buildings—they are sanc-
tuaries of hope, continuity,
and future-making. To leave
them half-built or empty is
to abandon the very idea of
equity and empowerment.

The solution lies in ex-
ecution, not just intention.
Teacher vacancies must be
filled urgently. Infrastruc-
ture projects, especially
spillovers from past years,
must be completed before
the September 2024 dead-
line. VSK must be opera-
tionalized without further
delay. Most importantly,
a culture of transparency
and urgency must replace
bureaucratic inertia. If not
now, when?

Education is more than a
development agenda—it is
the foundation upon which
every other right and Op-
portunity is built. If we fail
Manipur’s children today,
we do not just delay their
future; we deny them one
altogether.

(The writer is Com-
munication Strategist and
Educationist Contact: dive-
shranjan(itg@ gmailcom)
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School-dropout a major challenge
MEGHALAYA'’S Education Minister Rakkam
Sangma has acknowledged that student drop-out
at the secondary level is very high and warrants a
number of interventions. The minister attributed
this to several factors which included poverty and
dearth of capable teachers many of whom are still
untrained and more schools in rural Meghalaya. In
2021 -22 Meghalaya recorded the highest percentage
of school dropouts at the secondary level at 21.7%
which is the highest in the country and way above
the national average of 12.6%. This year, courtesy
the CM Impact guide book the pass percentage at the
SSLC level went up to 87%. The guide book helped
bridge the gap caused by poor teaching-learning
outcomes. Communication skills are integral to
being a teacher. Poor communication skills lead to
poor learning outcomes. Teachers who fail to com-
municate in a manner that the students grasps what
she/he is trying to say must take th blame for the
students’ failure. When such a teacher is allowed to
continue in a permanent position, batch after batch
of students suffer for several decades. Permanency
oftenure in the teaching profession is one important
reason leading to students’ lack of interest in their

studies.

Most teachers lack empathy and don’t show reach
out to students needing special hand-holding and
mentoring because of problems at home. Today,
with so much information available, what students
need are mentors and counsellors who they can
turn to if only to share their personal concerns and
the obstacles in their journeys. Teaching does not
begin and end with communicating what’s in the
text books and conducting examinations. There is so
much that teachers and students can discuss within
the classroom. It is in the classroom that ideas are
seeded and discussions on a wide range of topics
can happen so that students are better able to apply
those learnings in their day to day living. Itis because
what’s learnt in the classroom is not applicable to
their daily lives that students begin to feel a sense
of alienation. They need to know how to resolve
conflicts through discussion and debates. Students
in rural Meghalaya do a lot of physical work after
school hours apart from helping their parents in the
farm. Hence agricultural training should be part of
the school curriculum too. The problem with the
school curriculum is that it is tailored to meet only
the needs of the urban students.

Another problem is the lack of high and higher
secondary schools to meet the needs of rural stu-
dents. After passing their SSLC students need to
enrol themselves in schools that are located several
kilometers away. This disincentivises parents who
need to invest in a rented accommaodation for their
children and also have to leave them to fend for
themselves. In its vision document for 2020-21 to
2024-25, the Government has outlined its priori-
ties towards education by creating Eklavya schools
which can provide hostel facilities. There is a great
need for such schools especially for poor students
who are also the ones that are forced to drop out and

start working.
Letters to the Editor

Pak General’s
irresponsible
statement

Editor,

The headlines “B’desh
should occupy NE States
if India attacks Pak: Yunus
aide” (ST May 3 2025) was
amusing. Major General
(Retd) ALM Fazlur Rahman
has gone crazy. My advice
to him is to read history. |
would suggest that he should
see the historic photograph
of Pakistan Army Chief,
General AAK Niazi in the
presence of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Jagjit Singh Aurora.
Pakistan had surrendered
with 93,000 troops, ending
the war. Let us see what will
be the fate of Bangladesh
when it tries to occupy NE
States. Now what had hap-
pened to Gen Niazi who is
also called the Butcher of
Bangladesh?

The story of 1971 ended
with the signing of the sur-
render document on Dec
16, 1971, but Niazi's story
continued. Very few people
know that Pak General AAK
Niazi was brought to India
as a prisoner of war after the
1971 surrender agreement
was signed. On the day the
surrender document was
signed, Niazi went on to
have breakfast, meet fellow
personnel. In Dhaka. He
also met journalists and the
Indian Army officers in the
Governor House. He was
then taken into custody by
the Indian Army, along with
Pakistani Army personnel.
The Bangladesh govern-
ment wanted Niazi, and

other Pakistani officials to be

charged with war crimes and

various other acts and possi-

bly even be given the death

penalty. However, India did
not do so.

Yours etc;

.VK Lyngdoh,

Via email

Dearth of IAS
representation
from Meghalaya
- A matter of
deep concern

Editor,

| write this letter to ex-
press a growing concern
that deserves urgent public
and government attention—
the shockingly low number
of Civil Service Officers
from Meghalaya, particu-
larly those clearing the In-
dian Administrative Service
(1AS) examination.

Since 2013, Meghalaya
has seen barely a handful of
candidates clear the UPSC
Civil Services Examina-
tion, and in recent years,
not even one; same for this
year too. This stark under-
representation is not merely
a statistical gap—it is a re-
flection of systemic issues
that continue to sideline
tribal and local youth from
accessing India’s highest
levels of bureaucracy.

Civil servants are not
just administrators; they
are decision-makers who
shape policies related to
land rights, tribal welfare,
environment, education, and
governance. When people

Folklores: A Window to
Khasi History and Culture

The Khasis, like many
indigenous hill communities,
were a pre-literate society
before they came into contact
with the British. It does not
appear that they ever had a
script, although there is a
folktale that attempts to de-
scribe the lack ofscriptto an
accident. According to this
folktale titled ‘the lost book’
in the 1920 book ‘Folk-tales
of the Khasis’ by Mrs Rafy,
in the beginning God called
a Khasi man and a foreigner
(Dkhar) to his abode so that
he can pass his knowledge
to them. This knowledge
was as a book which was
given to both to carry back
to their homeland. However,
on the way home, there was
awide river which had to be
crossed. The Dkhar took the
book and wrapped it in his
long hair which he twisted
firmly on the top ofhis head.
However, because the Khasi
man had short hair, he had
to hold the book between
his teeth while swimming.
The Dkhar could cross safely
with the book intact, which
was then used to teach the
wisdom received to his own
people. Unfortunately, the
torrential current caused the
Khasi man to lose the book
intended for his people as
he struggled to swim and
breathe with the book in his
mouth. And thus, the Khasis
lost their script.

There’s another sto-
ry which is connected to
lost knowledge from the
same book. It’s called ‘U
Biskurom’ who was actu-
ally the Hindu god, Vishva-
karma, who is the deity of
tools and metallurgy. In this
story, the Khasis captured
U Biskurom, trying to force
him to share divine knowl-
edge with them. Worried
that the Khasis would not let
him go back home, the god
pleaded to the Khasis that he
could only getthe knowledge
from heaven. Therefore,
he suggested they make a
strong kite tied to a long
piece ofstring. He would use
the kite to ascend to heaven
and then he would write the
knowledge on the kite and
send it down. But after reach-
ing home, he decided not to
share the knowledge with
people who had mistreated
him. Angry, the Khasis sent
agreatshoutto heaventokill
the god for his betrayal. U
Biskurom caused some drops
ofblood to fall from heaven,
fooling the Khasis that they

from outside the state—often
unfamiliar with our culture,
customs, and constitutional
protections under the Sixth
Schedule—occupy these
roles, we risk policies being
implemented without sen-
sitivity to the unique social
fabric of our state.

This situation also cre-
ates a psychological barrier
for our youth. When no role
models emerge from within
their own communities, it
leads to a lack of confidence
and the belief that such ex-
ams are not meant for them.
The cycle of exclusion con-
tinues.

It is high time the state
government steps in with
concrete steps:

 Establish state-funded
UPSC coaching centers in
Shillong, Jowai and Tura.

* Provide scholarships
and mentorship programs for
tribal aspirants.

* Integrate UPSC aware-
ness and foundational learn-
ing in schools and colleges.

* Create a database of
successful officers from the
Northeast to act as mentors.

We need a collective ef-
fort to ensure that our youth
not only dream big but have
the means and guidance
to achieve those dreams.
Representation matters—not
just for the sake of numbers,
but for justice, cultural un-
derstanding, and equitable
development.

| urge the concerned au-
thorities and civil society to
take this matter seriously.
Our future deserves noth-
ing less.

Yours etc.,
Patrina Fayth Bareh
Shillong

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

had killed him. This is also
another reason the Khasis
never gained the knowledge
of writing.

There are so many inter-
esting aspects to these stories.
While it is about lost knowl-
edge, it is also about the
time when the Khasis came
into contact with Dkhars i.e.,
foreigners, and how they
tried to gain knowledge from
them, through peaceful and
not-so-peaceful means but
failed on both occasions.
There is a suggestion that
when the Syiems ofthe big-
ger Himas, like that of Hima
Jaintiapur (formerly Hima
Sutnga) conquered the land
ofthe Dkhars, they used the
Brahmins to write letters to
the other rulers ofthe region.
The Jayantia Buranji is an
excellent record of the cor-
respondence between Hima
Jaintiapur and the Ahom
kingdom of upper Assam.
In the same document, there
is also mention of Hima
Khyrim, also sending envoys
to the Ahom court. So, by
the 16th century, the Khasi
royalty appear to have gained
literacy through the scribes
and Brahmin priests in their
court. However, the common
people still continued to rely
on oral traditions to transmit
their knowledge. This oral
tradition is now leading to
archaeological discoveries
which are allowing modem
scholars to reconstruct Khasi
history.

Amongthe oral traditions,
the most famous is the tale of
Lum Sohpetbneng. Accord-
ing to his legend, in this hill
overlooking the Umiam Lake
there existed a navel string
which drew heaven and earth
together. Known sometimes
as the golden staircase, the
celestial families used this to
come down to earth to farm.
It is well established that the
Khasis were among the first
wave ofAustroasiatic people
who brought agriculture to
South East Asia and South
Asia. They possibly were
among the first farmers in the
world and part of the early
ancient farming societies as
described in the 2005 book
‘The First Farmers: The
Origin of Agricultural So-
cieties’ by Peter Bellwood.
In his 20IB book ‘Ancient
DNA and the New Science
ofthe Human Past: Who We
Are and How We Got Here’

Full spectrum
of proxy
warfare in
NE India?

Editor,

Arecent remark by a re-
tired major general in what
was then the Bangladesh
Rifles (Border Guard Ban-
gladesh) ALM Fazlur Rah-
man that the country should
invade and occupy all the
Northeastern states if New
Delhi launches retaliatory at-
tacks forthe Pahalgam terror
incident require deep analy-
ses. Historically speaking,
the Pakistan military gained
greater control after the as-
sassination of the founding
fathers of independence,
which also fuelled a rapid
transformation of Islam.
Foreign assistance solidi-
fied organizations like the
Jamaat-e-Islami, establish-
ing Bangladesh as apotential
operational base. As Beijing
is inching closer towards
the Northeast, the Institute
for Strategy and Policy -
Myanmar in its analysis,
‘EAOs Control Four Trade
Stations on China Border’,
mentions the trade value of
approximately 10billion US
dollars or roughly about 97
per cent of the gross cross-
border engagement between
China and Myanmar.

The chink in the armour
ofsecurity analysts would be
South East Asiawhile China
is still thirsty for the jade
industry and rare earth ele-
ments to topple the balance
ofpower. Indian intelligence
has to bolster its capability
through counter-intelligence
collection, partnering with

David Reich also believes
them to be the ‘Ghost Popu-
lations ofthe Yangtze Rivers’
who expanded from the rice
growing area ofthe Yangtze
river valley contributing to
the ancestry of groups today
found in South East Asia
(by extension to North East
and Central India as well)
and Taiwan. There is an ag-
ricultural prayer in Namita
Catherine Shadap’s 1969
thesis ‘The Origin and the
Early History of the Khasi-
Synteng People’ directed at
U Blei Nongthaw (The God
of Creation) and Ka Blei
Synshar (The Goddess who
rules over everything) to
bless their labour and forgive
their trespasses. Thus, the
Khasis have always been
farmers—among the earliest
in the world, at that.

However, the connection
between heaven and earth
was severed, stranding seven
families on earth separated
from the nine above. Many
versions explain this event,
but I recently discovered
a lesser-known one. This
comes from the book “Jaintia
Folklore and Legends and
the History of the Khasi re-
ligion’ by Mrs John Roberts
published around the 1920s.
According to this version,
it was a creeper which con-
nected heaven and earth.
However, one day when a
Khasi man was trying to cut
a tree for firewood, he acci-
dentally hacked the creeper.
Severed from its source, the
part connected to earth died
while the other part was
drawn up to heaven leav-
ing the two now separated.
Interestingly, the Khasi word
for creeper, jyrmi’, also
describes the aerial roots of
trees such as Ficus elastica—
the same species used to
build living root bridges in
the War region (the southern
part ofpresent-day Khasi and
Jaintia Hills),- a steep, forest-
covered area. During the
monsoon season, torrential
rainfall would swell up the
streams, which make'cross-
ing them very dangerous. At
some point in time, the War
must have learned the art of
maneuvering the aerial roots
ofFicus elastica to build the
living rootbridges, not found
elsewhere in the world.

The version described
above could very well be
the original form of the

and partaking information
using innovative tactics and
strategic operations against
non-state actors. With adver-
saries adapting on the grand
chessboard, diplomatic chan-
nels have to be opened which
could leverage the playing
field and, in the same vein,
securing these embassies
is imperative. Finally, un-
derstanding the network of
foreign banking institutions
which aid and finance, col-
lect reports of investments,
transactions and companies
guarding against current and
future threats is important.
‘Dragon on Our Doorstep:
Managing China Through
Military Power’ by Pravin
Sawhney and Ghazala Wa-
hab explains why the Indian
security architecture has to
change for the better.
Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

Menace of
stray dogs in
Laitumkhrah

Editor,

I am aresident ofthe Lai-
tumkhrah locality, and 1 wish
to draw your attention to the
alarming rise ofstray dogs in
our locality. These animals
have become an increasingly
visible presence, roaming the
streets and parks, presenting
a substantial threat to public
safety, especially for our
children and the elderly.

Their unpredictable be-
haviour can be intimidating,
and their potential to carry
diseases poses serious public
health risks. Many of these
dogs appear malnourished
and frightened, yet their

Lum Sohpetbneng stc >ry,
which, over time, beca me
identified with the place ; as
ancient Khasis contini ted
moving westward. As Hi ma
Sutnga—founded by the V Var
Amwi—eventually becai me
Hima Jaintiapur, the stc >y
became associated with t ;he
people of the kingdom, w ho
were predominantly Pri iar
speakers. These Pnar we :re
originally War people wl no
began settling in the plate; au
region of what is now tl le
Jaintia Hills. The PnaT lai n-
guage appears to have begi in
as a dialect of War, emerj j-
ing around 1,400 years agt d.
Researchers have found thi it
WarAmwiistheoldestofa 11
the Khasi languages, origi i-
nating from Palaung aroun d
4000 years ago. This 400* 0
years period is very interest -
ing because it brings us bad ¢
to Lum Sohpetbneng,

Lum Sohpetbneng hold; >
a very important place ir i
Khasi cosmology. Marco Mi-
tri, a historian from NEHU,
used the folktale surround-
ing it to identify sites for
his archaeological digs. He
discussed this in great detail
in his 2008 thesis, ‘Archaeo-
logical Investigation in the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills: A
Study on the Distribution
Patterns of Neolithic Sites
(An Ethno-archaeological
Approach)’. The result was
the discovery of the oldest
Neolithic settlement found
in Meghalaya, dated to over
3200 years ago. Later, he
found the oldest Neolithic
workshop in Myrkhan, a
village to the north, dated to
around 4000 years ago. The
clues for these sites came
from the folktales. In time,
researchers may discover
many more sites through
other oral narratives.

Folklore and other oral
narratives serve as a window
into the history and culture of
ancient peoples like the Kha-
sis. Despite lacking awritten
language in the past—and
their initial efforts to acquire
one (they later adopted the
Roman script)—these folk
narratives contain a wealth of
information about the com-
munity. Indeed, over time,
they may become the light
that illuminates the path to
greater discoveries.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and da not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

defensiveness may lead to
aggressive encounters with
pedestrians.

Beyond safety concerns,
the presence of stray dogs
also contributes to sanitation
issues within our neighbour-
hoods. They often rummage
through trash, scattering
waste and create unsightly
conditions in our public
spaces. This situation not
only affects the aesthet-
ics of our community but
also raises concerns about
hygiene. .

To address this press-
ing issue, | urge our lo-
cal authorities to consider
implementing the following
measures:

1. Strengthening animal
control initiatives to man-
age the stray dog population
effectively.

2. Launching community
awareness programs to edu-
cate residents on safe prac-
tices around stray animals.

3. Collaborating with ani-
mal welfare organizations, if
any in our city, to ensure the
humane treatment of these
dogs.

4. The Urban Affairs de-
partment and Municipal
should also take action.

The residents ofour local-
ity would deeply appreciate
your immediate attention
and action on this critical
matter, as we strive for a
safer and cleaner community
for all.

Yours etc.,
Etaduale Pame
Shillong-3

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shiltons Times

(SIX)

A Naga Father’s
plea: End the
silence that kills

By AgaRengma

On April 29, 2025, three
young Naga soldiers of the
NSCN (IM), fell to bullets
fired by Indian security forc-
es in Assam’s Dima Hasao
district. It happened during
a declared ceasefire, in ater-
ritory that belongs to the Na-
gas, in our own homeland.
The silence we had mistaken
for peace was broken, yet
again, by gunfire. And as
three more lifeless bodies
ofNaga youths are returned
to the soil, we must ask the
most painful question of all;
What value do these deaths
add to the Naga aspirations?
Was it all not in vain?

For us, the Nagas, It is
deeply tragic to lose the
lives of young soldiers not
in the battlefield, but during
a supposed ceasefire, caught
in*strategic traps set by the
Indian state. Letus be honest
with ourselves, these are not
martyrs ofwar, butjustinno-
cent victims of a failed and
directionless peace process.
Our leaders must urgently
and sincerely reconsider the
implications of this indefi-
nite ceasefire and the silent
erosion it has caused to our
cause, our people, and our
future.

This is not just about a
single incident. This reflects
the deep rot in a process that
claims to be apeace negotia-
tionbuthas neither delivered
peace nor progress. It is
about the human cost of
waiting. About the illusion
of calm that allows violence
to persist under diplomatic
cover. Wehave not forgotten
the Oting incident where 14
innocent Naga youths were
massacred without mercy on
December 4,2021 by Indian
forces for no reason.

In 1997, the Naga people,
tired of war, longing for a

; peaceful future, agreed to a
i ceasefire with the hope that
i it would pave the road to
1 asting peace. Dialogue, not
c leath, was to be our path
f 'orward. Yet nearly three
¢ lecades later, what has that
p romise yielded? We have
v matched the years pass by,
tl le graves multiply on both
si ides, and the peace talks
sj Jiral into stagnation. We
hi ive raised a whole gen-
er ation under the banner of
ce :asefire only to show them
th; at even silence has a body
co unt.

Security forces claim the

re< :ent killings followed a
“ti] p-ofl” and led to an arms
rec overy. Buttome, this inci-
der itisnoroutine encounter,
it is 5a rupture of faith. It is a
bru tal reminder that while
we lay down arms in good
fait! h, the other side may not
see. restraint as peace but as
pert nission. The NSCN (IM)
has i called it abetrayal ofthe
199' 7truce. Perhaps they are
rightPerhaps we must admit
that. this ceasefire, meant to
be a bridge, is now a brittle
crutc :h.

T he recent clash is not
the :first and will not be
the; | ast, so long as there
is ino political resolution,
no mutual respect, and no
clenr ly defined framework.
Cei isefire is supposed to
pro tect lives on both sides
and give peace a chance to
brir ig permanent resolution
to cjonflicts without loss of
live s. If a ceasefire cannot
prot ect lives of soldiers, then
wha t is it protecting, what
is it spurpose? Worse, the
lang aage of “peace” is now
beinj $used to paralyze our
colle Ctive will. We are told
to be ipatient, to stay calm,
to ke ep talking. But talking
has it 5limits when the other
side 1 stens only to the sound
of co mpliance. The peace
proce ss has become a per-
forma nee ofthe government,
and v re are its silent audi-
ence, watching our youths
die, o ur lands militarized,
our dr earn of a Naga nation
reduce id to a shadow.

Tht ;se three fallen men
were not statistics. They
were s ons, brothers, neigh-
bours and friends, and so
are the many Indian soldiers
who lo sttheir lives trying to
please the Indian govern-
ment. 'jrheir deaths demand
more tl lan ritual mourning.
They d emand a reckoning.
How m any more lives must
be lost' while we wait? How
manyN aga and Indian moth-
ers and -fathers must bury
their clhildren before we
ask whe ;ther there is going

to be an end to this “mere-
management “ of Naga po-
litical issue in the guise of
ceasefire..

Let us remember: the
ceasefire was never meant
to be permanent. It was a
breathing space, a fragile
pause meant to lead to ajust
conclusion. If that conclu-
sion remains elusive, and
the pause itself becomes a
new form of control, then
we must confrontanuncom-
fortable truth: this ceasefire,
once a gesture ofhope, now
risks becoming a cruel de-
ception for both Nagas and
Indians.

The ceasefire, while re-
ducing direct violence, has
entrenched a political limbo
that allows fragmentation,
corruption, and moral decay
to fester. It has weakenedthe
legitimacy ofboth the armed
movement and the state, pre-
ating a society stuck between
unresolved history and a
compromised present.

This isnotjustaboutNaga
lives lost. Indian soldiers too
have died or been wounded
in these encounters, young
men drawn into a conflict
they did not start, tasked
with enforcing policies they
did not create. The state may
declare them martyrs, butwe
must ask: what honor is there
in dying while trying to sup-
press another people’s right
to self-determination?

These soldiers are not en-
emies; they are also victims
of a failed political system,
of a historical injustice left
unresolved. Like the Naga
youths, they bleed because
ofbroken promises and po-

litical paralysis. And in this,
we are all diminished. The
longer this festers, the more
itbecomes a war without en-
emies, just humans on both
sides caught in the machin-
ery of a conflict that should
have ended long ago. -

What pride or honor is
there intelling their families,.
their children, that their fa-
ther died not defending their
own land, but attempting
to occupy someone else’s?
What comfort can be offered
to sons and daughters who
learn that their parent’s life
ended in the service of sup-
pressing another people’s
rights, seizing ancestral
lands that were never theirs
to claim? These are riot
heroic deaths. They are just
casualties ofamorally bank-
rupt enterprise, of a state’s
policy that values domina-
tion over dignity, control
over coexistence. Both Naga
and Indian lives are being
wasted in a conflict that
should have been resolved
throughjustice, not perpetu”
ated through force.

To the families who lost
their sons whether Indian
or Naga, words offer little
comfort. But to the rest of
us, their deaths offer a final
warning: we are living in the
pause between betrayal and
collapse. We cannot afford
to be bystanders to our own
tragedy. Let this incident
notbe buried in bureaucracy
or forgotten in tomorrow’s
news cycle. Let it be the
turning point.

Both the Government of
India and the Naga national
government must treat this
issue with utmost serious-
ness and bring the peace
talks to a conclusive end
without further delay. It
has already been over three
decades, and it should not
continue indefinitely at the
cost of public suffering and
inconvenience.

Let us honor the fallen
not with slogans, but with a
unified and fearless pursuit
ofajust future. Let us make
their legacy not just about
how they died, but what we
did in their name.

Because if we cannot
protect the living, then what
did they die for?

As | write this from my
son’s hospital bedside, I’'m
reminded that every word |
pen is also apromise to him.
A promise that he will grow
up in a land that chooses
justice over control, unity
over division, and peace
with dignity, not silence bom
from fear. No child should
inherit a broken future while
we stand idle today.

The writer is Interim
Convenor, Western Naga
Youth Front. Contact agat-
echs@gmail.com



"Try to be a rainbow in someone's cloud.

— Maya Angelou
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Slow, steady build-up
WHEN it comes to war, a prediction about its course
or final outcome is best left to one’s imagination.
When Vladimir Putin, at the height of his glory,
launched a full-scale attack on Ukraine in February
2022, his expectation was to take the small break-
away territory in amatter of a few days. Now three
years have passed and he’s squirming in his chair,
unable to fulfill his wish in the face of steadfast
defiance from President Zelenskyy. It’s here that
many are keeping their fingers crossed vis-a-vis an
“impending” showdown between the nuclear-armed
India and Pakistan. The UN Security Council has
advised patience on both sides, but two things are
clear from that front. One, its call for talks to sort out
the issues was by by no means a bar on either side
to engage in a confrontation. The UN increasingly
proved its limitations, vis-a-vis its avowed goal of
averting future wars. Two, China would be at hand
to help Pakistan in any difficult scenario with its
Veto power. A Veto power however does not help

avert a war.

Intentionally or not, the “drag” on India’s part to
take on Pakistan, lasting a fortnight’s time by now,
has rather hurt Pakistan on multiple fronts. The top
brass in both Islamabad and Rawalpindi jumped to
the conclusion at the very outset that a war was at
hand. The full-scale preparations it did, including
the ferrying of hundreds of thousands of its soldiers
and weaponry from the western sector to the LoC,
and the high alert it maintained for all these days,
cost the Pakistani exchequer heavily. It would now
appear that India might strike from the western end
too, from an air base it has in Tajikistan. Clearly,
India is planning its response in minute details. At
the diplomatic level, it took both the US and Russia
into confidence. Irritants could be Turkey and Iran.
But, with Vladimir Putin extending his full support
for India in a likely military response to Pahalgam,
Pakistan’s main hope rests on China backing it.

Pakistan is bleeding on many fronts. While inter-
national airlines are avoiding Pakistan in view ofthe
safety fears post April 22, causing huge losses to the
Islamic nation, the national carrier PIA itself is put
in aworst plight. Itwas already struggling in recent
years, andthe few flights it operates too are caught in
uncertainties now. Indian airlines too face a similar
ban from Pakistan, but these are better positioned.
The Pakistani markets, which largely depended on
India for goods, are troubled by the trade ban that
New Delhi has imposed on it. The water ban, though
its full impact could be known only later, is already
causing heartburns for Pakistan. The real action, on
the military front, hasn’t started yet. The air raid
sirens, the security drills etc., being announced here
are hints that “some big action” is imminent.

| Letters to the Editor

When terror
travels without

a passport

Editor,

The recent terror attack
in Pahalgam, Kashmir has
thrown up many shocking
revelations about how terror
is manufactured in Pakistan
and how it is let loose in In-
dia. Amidst ongoing threats
to humanity, complacency
only helps terror modules
spread their tentacles. How
that is possible remains an-
other serious concern. The
Congress MP from Tura, Sa-
leng A. Sangma, was among
the first to sound the alarm.
He expressed deep con-
cern for Meghalaya, which
shares a 443 km border
with Bangladesh, warning,
“Meghalaya will turn into
Bangladesh if the influx
is not stopped” (ST, April
21). This statement clearly
highlights the pressing need
to curb cross-border infiltra-
tion to ensure the safety of
peace-loving citizens.

Well, the situation in West
Bengal should also serve as
a wake-up call for the entire
Northeast. In particular, the
provocative statements and
speeches made by top lead-
ers of Bangladesh and even
the Army Chief of Pakistan
should no longer lull the citi-
zens of the Northeast into a
state of inaction. Can we ig-
nore the harrowing condition

of innocent native Bengalis
in West Bengal, who have
become the victims ofbrutal
extremism? Many have been
rendered homeless in their
own homeland and forced to
seek refuge in camps.

Environmental expert
and President of the MCA,
Naba Bhattacharjee, also
expressed his deep anguish
in a recent article published
in this daily, “Tremors of
Pahalgam Genocide” (ST,
May 1,2025) emphasizing
that the inhuman massacre
in Pahalgam has sent shock-
waves across the nation and
the world. He noted that re-
ligious fundamentalism has
historically ignited hatred,
engulfing humanity. Bhat-
tacharjee further pointed out
that Pakistan continues to
promote and breed terrorism,
accelerating its descent into
a failed state, and warned of
the ominous implications for
the region.

Frankly speaking, what
if the Assam government
had not promptly taken a
hard stance following the
Pahalgam attack? The state
might have plunged into cha-
0s, with the natives caught
hopelessly between the devil
and the deep sea. The situa-
tion could be much like the
unrest in West Bengal, with
ripple effects spilling into
neighbouring states as well.
Kudos to the Assam police
for acting swiftly and alleg-
edly arresting 39 individuals,
including an MLA, for mak-

The Railway Crossing: Time
to straighten the Tracks!

Shillong is one of India’s
last state capitals untouched
by the whistle of a train.
For over a decade, ambi-
tious railway projects like
the Tetelia-Byrnihat and
Bymihat-Shillong lines have
languished, ensnared in a
tug-of-war between dreams
of economic progress and
fears of cultural erosion.
The recent decision of the
state to return Rs 270 crore
in central funds to the Indian
government, prompted by
unrelenting protests, has cast
a stark light on this impasse.
As Meghalaya grapples with
its future, the railway debate
once again sweeps us as a
narrative of aspiration, re-
sistance, and the search for
a balance.

The story begins with a
promise. In 2010, the Tete-
lia-Byrnihat line, a mod-
est 21.5-kilometer stretch,
was greenlit to link Assam’s
plains to Meghalaya’s Ri
Bhoi district. A year later, the
108.76-kilometer Bymihat-
Shillong line was envisioned
to bring trains to the heart
of the capital. By 2017, Rs
209.37 crore was allocated
for land acquisition, and in
2023, a new Chandranath-
pur-Jowai line was proposed.
Yet, these plans have barely
left the drawing board. The
Tetelia-Byrnihat line stops
abruptly at Meghalaya’s
border, complete only onthe
Assam side. The Bymihat-
Shillong project is frozen,
and the Jowai line faces early
opposition. Mendipathar, a
lone station in North Garo
Hills operational since 2014,
stands as Meghalaya’s only
rail outpost, its freight trains
carrying oranges, ginger and
pine apples. The central gov-
ernment’s frustration boiled
over in early 2025, when it
demanded the return of Rs
270 crore earmarked for
the Bymihat-Shillong line.
Caught in the crossfire, the
Chief Minister warned that
another Rs 200 crore hangs
in the balance if consensus
remains elusive. Without
resolution, Shillong risks be-
coming India’s only capital
without a railway, a symbol
of both its isolation and its
fierce resolve to protect its
identity.

At the heart of this saga
lies a profound tension. On
one side, the central and state
governments see railways
as a lifeline to economic
vitality. In Shillong, where
cement and vegetables cost
40% more than in nearby
Guwabhati, rail connectivity
promises relief. Farmers,
tending to ginger, potatoes,
and turmeric, watch help-
lessly as up to a third of
their harvests spoil on costly
road journeys— Rs 400 per
quintal by truck compared
to Rs 60 by Mendipathar’s
trains. There, farmer in-
comes have surged 40%
since rail services began, a

ing inflammatory speeches
and supporting Pakistan.

Richfield Kharbudon, a
socially conscious young
entrepreneur from the town,
lamented, “How can certain
individuals take others' lives
while claiming to be the
sole believers in God? Such
dangerous ideologies and
thoughts are the root causes
of growing hatred. Will ha-
tred ever bring peace?” A
profound question in aworld
today where some confuse
God devotion with blood
thirst.

In response to the Pa-
halgam incident, a learned
Islamist scholar Maulana
Kalbe Jawad came down
heavily on religious fanati-
cism, stating, “Though prac-
ticing different faiths, we are
brothers and sisters — we
must not let politics divide us
with hatred. Islam teaches us
never to harm the innocent.
Prophet Mohammad said
even if a non-Muslim cries
out for help, it's our duty as
Muslims to stand by them.
Ifwe turn away, we fail the
very essence of our faith.
Those who Kill in the name
ofreligion are not true Mus-
lims.” Maulana Kalbe has
won the hearts of millions
with his amazing humanitar-
ian service.

In light of all these acts
of violence, it is extremely
important for society to
remain vigilant and address
the root causes of growing
extremism. It is time we

By KN Kumar

testament to what connectiv-
ity could achieve. Railways
could open distant markets,
making crops competitive
and livelihoods sustain-
able. Tourism, a cornerstone
of Meghalaya’s economy,
would flourish with easier
access to Shillong’s pine-
clad hills, while industries,
like PepsiCo’s bottling plant
in Mendipathar, could spark
jobs and investment. For the
CM, the calculus is clear:

P\

“Railways simplify moving
goods, securing better prices
for everyone.” Beyond eco-
nomics, connectivity could
stemthe tide of 12,000 youth
leaving annually for work
and weave Meghalaya closer
to India’s heartland.

Yet, across-the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills, this vi-
sion meets fierce resistance.
Social activists led by the
Khasi Students’ Union
(KSU) and political parties
like the Voice of the People
Party (VPP) see railways as
a harbinger of demographic
upheaval. Meghalaya’s tribal
population, once 86% in
2001, has dipped to 82% by
2021, and fears ofan outsider
influx run deep among the
Khasi and Jaintia communi-
ties. The KSU, halting the
Bymihat-Shillong line since
2016, demands an Inner
Line Permit (ILP), a mecha-
nism to regulate migration
used in states like Nagaland.
Jaintia groups, including the
Hynniewtrep Integrated Ter-
ritorial Organization, echo
this stance against the Jowai
line, pointing to Sikkim,
where railways ushered in
demographic shifts that mar-
ginalized indigenous Lep-
chas. “Railways will flood
our hills, turning Khasis
into minorities,” warns KSU
president. In East Jaintia
Hills, surveyors faced black
flags in May 2025, a vivid
,sign of grassroots defiance.

Mendipathar offers a
counterpoint. Since its trains
began running, no significant
influx has disrupted the Garo
Hills, and tribal land own-
ership remains intact. But
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills,
somewhat closer to Assam’s
migrant-heavy Barak Valley,
feel more vulnerable. The

worked towards upholding

the values of humanity and

peace, never tolerating the

roar of hatred and violence.

Forheaven’s sake, let’s agree

—whenterror speaks, silence
becomes complicity.

Yours etc.,

Salil Gewali,

Shillong

Ongoing
tension in
the Assam

-Meghalaya

border

Editor,

Through the columns of
your respected newspaper,
I humbly appeal to the con-
cerned authorities to take
sincere and timely steps for
resolving the long-standing
Assam-Meghalaya border
issue.

For decades, people who
live in the border areas have
faced certain levels of un-
certainty, administrative
confusion and sometimes
even violence. The incident
in Mukroh, along with the
other similar incidents all
highlight the immediate
necessity for both a peaceful
and permanent solution. We
feel disheartened because
the situation on the ground
remains tense and unclear,
notto talk about the fear that
grips the people in the border
areas despite several rounds

Meghalaya Residents Safety
and Security Act (MRSSA),
meant to register outsiders,
has faltered—only 23,000
non-tribals enrolled since
2020, leaving communi-
ties sceptical of its protec-
tions. Meanwhile, the people
of Meghalaya are torn. In
Shillong’s bustling lewduh
Market, traders bemoan the
price of rice, Rs 3,000 per
sack comparedto Rs 2,200 in
Guwabhati, and farmers in Ri-

Bhoi lament losing a third of
their potatoes to road delays.
Yet, in the same breath, many
question the cost of progress.
After 75 years without trains,
some ask why they should
risk their identity now, their
voices blending pride with
apprehension.

This struggle is not Me-
ghalaya’s alone. Across
the globe, railway projects
have sparked similar re-
sistance. In Canada, the
2020 Wet’suwet’en protests
halted rail lines over a pipe-
line threatening indigenous
lands, resolved only through
land rights assurances. In
Australia, Aboriginal com-
munities inthe Pilbararegion
resisted rail expansions until
job creation and community
benefits were guaranteed.
France’s Lyon-Turin rail
project overcame local and
environmental opposition
with transparent consulta-
tions and ecological safe-
guards. These stories reveal
something: progress hinges
on dialogue and trust.

To move forward, a for-
mal platform for dialogue,
bringing together the KSU,
VPP, District Councils, and
farmers, could foster con-
sensus, with independent
mediators ensuring fairness.
Strengthening the MRSSA
with biometric checks at sta-
tions and tighter land-leasing
rules to prevent exploitative
benami transactions could
ease fears without the di-
visive ILP. A freight-first
approach, mirroring Mendip-
athar’s success, could deliver
economic gains while mini-
mizing demographic risks,
with passenger trains intro-
duced later as trust grows.
Community incentives—job
training, revenue-sharing, or

oftalks now.

| sincerely request both
the State and Central Gov-
ernment to treat this mat-
ter with the seriousness it
deserves. Incorporating the
voices of each of the local
communities that have been
living with the issue for gen-
erations into the decision-
making process is of great
importance.

Peace will be restored by
means of a resolution that is
fairand also transparent. De-
velopment and cooperation
within the region will also
be possible. The authorities
should take all the necessary
steps as early as is reason-
ably possible.

Yours etc.,
Phidaaisuk Diengdoh,
Via email

Retired
teachers out on

a limb

Editor,

Referring to the letter in
this paper under the caption
'‘Retired Teacher’s Plight:
A plea for Timely Pension
implementation (ST April
25 2025)1, the undersigned
fully support the, views ex-
pressed by Mr J Chhetri. It
is a matter of grave concern
that ateacher ,who dedicates
his entire life to imparting
knowledge and shaping the
future citizens of our country
should face such a precari-
ous future upon retirement.

schools near rail routes—
could be considered. Rail
routes must skirt sacred sites
and fragile ecosystems, with
transparent environmental
and cultural assessments
aligning with the state’s eco-
tourism ethos.

The cost of inaction is
steep: the state’s real GDP
has grown at an average rate
of2.1 percent during the pe-
riod from 2012-13 to 2021-
22, which ismuch lower than
the national average growth
of 5.6 percent. GDP growth
lags, Transport inefficiencies
drain Rs 18 crore daily, and
youth unemployment festers
at 14%. Meghalaya’s railway
tale, therefore, is more than a
story of twisted tracks; itis a
referendum on balancing tra-
dition with modernity. Men-
dipathar shows that prog-
ress and preservation can
co-exist, so what we need
is evidence-based discus-
sion. When the Government
publishes a document on the
impact of Mendipathar on
the local economy, with new
facts inthe open, anew space
for negotiation may open
up. At least that has been
my experience in public life.
Dig, dig, and dig till you get
to the bottom.

Farmers, the backbone
of Meghalaya’s economy,
stand to gain immensely.
Subsidized freight, market
linkages, and modem farm-
ing techniques could curb
spoilage and boost com-
petitiveness, but their voices
must shape the railway’s path
through inclusive dialogues.
The most severely impacted
group in this crisis is the
farming community, yettheir
voices are conspicuously
absent from the discussion.
Why are farmers, who bear
the brunt ofthese challenges,
consistently overlooked in
these conversations? What
kind of democratic system
allows the exclusion of its
most vulnerable citizens? At
the heart ofany true democ-
racy lies the principle of pri-
oritizing the needs of those
most in need. Shouldn’t a
democratic society ensure
that the concerns of its most
marginalized and affected
populations, like farmers, are
not only heard but placed at
the forefront ofpolicy and di-
alogue? Ignoring them raises
serious questions about the
integrity and fairness of our
democratic process itself.
By fostering trust and pri-
oritizing farmer welfare, cul-
tural identity, and economic
growth, Meghalaya can write
a new chapter—one where
trains arrive in Shillong,
carrying not just goods, but
new hopes for a connected,
vibrant future. No matter
what anyone says, we are all
bound, as Indians.

(The writer is former
member ofthe IAS)

Instead of security they are
left to shiver with fear, lack-
ing adequate social security
and forced to survive solely
on their CPF amount and
Gratuity

The stark contrast with
Government officials is dis-
heartening. While Govern-
ment employees receive
their accumulated funds
within two months, aretired
teacher often faces agonising
delays for their rightfully
earned CPF money and gra-
tuity sometimes having to
wait for a year or even two
if they are fortunate. This
raises a critical question as to
why this unacceptable delay
in releasing their dues

The situation has become
even more clire recently.
Retired teachers are now
being deprived of their
CPF amounts due to funds
being deposited in Non-
Government School and
Colleges centralised pen-
sion and provident Funds.
Consequently these teach-
ers are left with absolutely
no benefits. They no longer
get a salary after retirement
and their accumulated sav-
ings are also not accessible.
What a pitiable condition for
someone who has dedicated
their life to education! How
are they expectedto run their
households?

The retired teacher is
left with no viable options.
| therefore implore upon
the Education Department
to urgently look into this

Manipur’s Education Crisis:
Big Budgets, Broken Promises
By Divesh Ranjan -

As India surges ahead with
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and ambitious
goals of digital literacy, the
state of Manipur remains
shackled to an education sys-
tem that is crumbling—»both
physically and administra-
tively. On paper, the state has
never been better resourced.
The 2024-25 financial year
has earmarked an impressive
approx Rs 91,775 lakh under
the Samagra Shiksha scheme.
But behind the spreadsheets
lies a different reality: one
of unfinished classrooms,
teacherless schools, and a
generation of students slip-
ping through the cracks.

The crisis is not for lack
of vision or funds. Of the
sanctioned amount, approx
Rs 60,312 lakh is for fresh
initiatives across elemen-
tary, secondary, and teacher
education, with central as-
sistance making up more
than half. Another approx
Rs 31,463 lakh, however,
’is tagged as spillover. This
backlog underscores a deeper
administrative malaise: sanc-
tioned infrastructure remains
unbuilt, approved projects are
not implemented, and critical
reforms stall in a web of red
tape. The scale of under-
performance is staggering.
Out of 5,287 infrastructure
interventions approved in
previous years, more than
85% remain incomplete. In
essential categories like com-
puter labs, ramps for students
with disabilities, and even up-
per primary school buildings,
pendency rates are 100%.
It’s not just digital education
that’s being held hostage—
basic, physical access to edu-
cation is too.

This inertia extends to
human resources. Across
Manipur’s 2,889 government
schools, 131 are run by a
single teacher, and 40 have no
enrolled students at all. These
aren’t anomalies—they are
symptoms ofa failing system.
Worse still, nearly'65% of
sanctioned posts in District
Institutes of Education and
Training (DIETS), responsible
for up-skilling educators, re-
main vacant. Without trained
teachers, policies like NEP
2020 are reduced to bureau-
cratic jargon.

The numbers get grim-
mer. Manipur’s dropout
rates—13.3% at the primary
level and 5.6% at the upper
primary—are significantly
higher than national averages.
Behind every statistic is a
child who may never return
to the classroom, often for
preventable reasons: dilapi-
dated buildings, no toilets for
girls, absent teachers, or eco-
nomic desperation. And while
other states are implementing
second-chance programs or
linking students to skilling
initiatives, Manipur offers
little by way ofre-enrollment
or rescue.

There’s also a severe ac-
countability deficit. The state
has yet to operationalize a
Vidya Samiksha Kendra
(VSK), a crucial mechanism

matter and take necessary
action at the earliest .1f the
pension scheme is to be
implemented, it must be
done without farther delay to
alleviate the griefand sorrow
of these retired educators.
Has anyone truly considered
how a retired teacher is cur-
rently surviving without a
single penny? | bring this
to the urgent notice of the
Government lest the very
makers ofour future citizens
are left to starve and beg on
the streets after their years of
dedicated service.
Yours etc.,
H.Joshi
Shillong 2

Urgent need
to address

harassment
of women
in public

transport

Editor,

Through your esteemed
newspaper, | wish to raise
serious concern about the
sexual harassment faced
by women and girls while
using public transportation
in Shillong. Incidents of
inappropriate touching, star-
ing, and verbal harassment
in taxis, buses, and other
shared vehicles have become
alarmingly common. For
many woman, asimple com-
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for monitoring student learn-
ing outcomes and implemen-
tation of refonns. While the
VSK has amandate to provide
real-time feedback for policy
Corrections, Manipur missed
the September 2023 deadline
to even begin operations.
Similarly, the state has failed
to act-on Section 12(1)(C)
of the Right'to Education
Act, which mandates private
schools to reserve 25% of
their seats for underprivileged
students—a statutory right
that continues to be ignored.

This is not to say all is
bleak. There are promising
proposals: restructuring Kas-
turba Gandhi Balika Vidya'
layas (KGBVs) to strengthen
girls’ education, expanding
eco-clubs for environmental
awareness, and introducing
digital tools through schemes
like Vidya Pravesh. But these
initiatives remain largely
theoretical. Without imple-
mentation, they arejust bullet
points in PowerPoint preseri*
tations.

The broader question,
then, is not whether Manipur
has a plan—it does, the real
question is: who is ensuring
that the plan gets executed?'

Even the central govern-
ment has signaled impa-
tience. It has imposed strict
conditions on fund utiliza-
tion—75% usage per tranche,
digital reporting viathe PRA-
BANDH portal, and adher-
ence to submission deadlines.
Yet, the very institutions
expected to comply—Ilike
Block and Cluster Resource
Centres—are often under-
funded and understaffed.
Add to this the challenge of
a fragmented fund release
system, where money moves
from central coffers to state
budgets to specific institij-
tions with little transparency
or accountability, and delays
become the norm.

This crisis is notjust edu-
cational; it is moral. In’a
state battered by conflict;
instability, and displacement,
schools are not merely build-
ings—they are sanctuaries of
hope, continuity, and future-
making. To leave them’half-
built or empty is to. abandon,
the very idea of equity and
empowerment. The solution
lies in execution, not just
intention. Teacher vacancies
must be filled urgently. Infra-
structure projects, especially
spillovers from past years,
must be completed before
the September 2024 deadline.
VSK must be operationalized
without further delay. Most
importantly, aculture oftrans-
parency and urgency must
replace bureaucratic inertia.
If not now, when? Education
is more than a development
agenda—it is the foundation
upon which every other right
and opportunity is built. If
we fail Manipur’s children
today, we do not just delay
their future; we deny them
one altogether.

The writer is Communica-
tion Strategist and Education*
ist.Contact: diveshranjan-
iitg@gmail.com
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mute becomes a daily battle
between fear and necessity.
The lack of surveillance, ac-
countability, and sensitivity
among transport staff has
made public transport spaces
unsafe and untrustworthy.
This is not just a social
issue—it is a violation of
Acrticle 21 ofthe Indian Con-
stitution, which guarantees
the right to move freely and
dignity. It also disregards
the Vishaka Guidelines and
the Sexual Harassment Act
2013, both of which stress
the need for safe public
spaces for women.

I strongly urge the author-
ities to take immediate ac-
tion: install CCTV camera?
in public vehicles, maintain
averified database ofdrivers
and conductors, and conduct
mandatory gender-sensiti-
zation training. For shared
taxis, a simple rule should
be introduced—if a woman
is present, the backseat must
be reserved for female pas-
sengers only.

Women deserve mobility
without fear, and dignity
without compromise. The
time to act is now.

Yours etc.,
Phayoton Zimik
Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Indians Measured Response
INDIA’S early morning strikes into areas oc-
cupied by terror outfits inside Pakistan was
a calculated move intended to avoid civilian
casualties but to hit at the heart of the terror
architecture there. This was astrategic response
considering the audacious attack on tourists
only of a particular religion, at Pahalgam on
April 22 —an attack that claimed 26 innocent
lives. India has responded to the Pahalgam saga
with what military strategists call a strike with
smart, multi-domain precision. At presentwhen
both India and Pakistan are nuclear-capable a
full-scale war with Pakistan would be infructu-
ous due to nuclear risks. India has a wide range
of conventional and unconventional warfare
options with each carrying different levels of
impact, escalation, and risk but it is to India’s
advantage to extract a cost from Pakistan with-
out triggering a catastrophic conflict.

In terms of military strength, India has 14
lakh troops whereas Pakistan has 617,000. This
manpower strength is an advantage should war
break out on multiple fronts, such as Punjab,
Rajasthan, the LoC etc., India could aim to cap-
ture strategic territories or paralyze Pakistan’s
military structure. It serves India or indeed
any country at war to practice ‘Precision with
Restraint.” Perhaps a more calibrated attack on
the terrorist-occupied regions in Pakistan would
deal it a severe blow and for this India could
deploy its fighter planes or cruise missiles and
destroy the ISI and Jaish-e-Mohammad camps
inside Pakistan. India needs to strengthen its co-
vert operations and ramp up intelligence driven
operations. For instance, questions have been
raised in several quarters as to why the terrorists
who literally strolled into the Baisaran Valley
meadow are still at large. How did they manage
to throw the Intelligence Bureau and RAW off
their tracks? These are issues that would need to
be analysed in great detail as India cannot afford
to demoralise its citizens and make them sitting

ducks at a tourist resort.

As far as a counter-strike by India is con-
cerned the suspension ofthe Indus Waters Treaty
is expected to deliver a body blow to Pakistan.
Also considering that Pakistan’s economy is at
present teetering, the trade ban by India is ex-
pected to further choke its economic lifelines.
What is of concern though is China’s interest in
what is panning out between the two countries
and its open support to Pakistan by way ofarma-
ments - all for its long term advantage. This is
where India needs to be on high alert, more so
with Bangladesh also threatening to annex what
it calls the “land-locked North eastern states,”
because of its recent proximity to China. For
India, it's important to give equal attention to
its eastern borders as well - something it has
not done after the Chinese invasion of 1962. It
is only in recent times that roads and other in-
frastructure have been built in the Indo-Chinese
borders with Arunachal Pradesh. A full scale
war is not an option in the age of nuclear mis-
siles, hence India needs to cripple its enemy
using the best minds to craft out an effective
geo-political strategy both in the western and

eastern borders.
l Letters to the Editor

Drought
ofUPSC
aspirants: The
wait goes on

Editor,

For more than ten years,
the state of Meghalaya has
not seen a single local can-
didate successfully clear
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) Civil
Services Examination. This
troubling trend stands in
stark contrast to the consis-
tent performance of candi-
dates from other Northeast-
ern states like Manipur, As-
sam, and even smaller states
like Sikkim, where aspirants
regularly secure ranks in
one of the most competitive
exams in India. This drought
of success is not due to a
lack of talent or capability
among Meghalaya’s youth,
but it appears to stem from
a deeply rooted mindset —
one that prioritizes comfort
over ambition and places un-
due emphasis on the security
of state government jobs.

In Meghalaya, there is a

cultural inclination towards
remaining within the fa-
miliar. Many young people
aim for clerical or Group
C and D state government
positions. The result is a
preference for short-term
security rather than long-
term impact and leadership
roles that the UPSC offers.
The rigorous preparation
needed for UPSC — often
spanning years — is seen by
many as an unnecessary risk.
This comfort zone mindset
can be partly attributed to
family and societal expec-
tations. There is immense
pressure to find a job early,
and a state government job
is often perceived as the
ultimate achievement. Par-
ents and community elders
may not actively discourage
UPSC preparation, but rarely
do they encourage the bold
pursuit of all-India services
either. The state’s economy,
driven heavily by the gov-
ernment sector, has made
public employment the de-
fault career path. Meghalaya
has asignificant working-age
population, with a large pro-
portion relying on govern-
ment employment for their

Emergence of a “Third Front”

Indian military strategists
have been speaking ofatwo-
front war for a long time.
The apprehension and con-
sequently the need to prepare
for such an eventuality stems
from the premise that there is
a well-grounded “all-weath-
er-relationship” between
China and Pakistan.

Be that as it may, the
optics were not very clear
during the Kargil war. China
did not militarily intervene
directly.

In his seminal book, Kar-
gil: From Surprise to Victory
(HarperCollins Publishers
India, 2006), former chief
ofarmy staff, Gen VP Malik
writes in the chapter titled,
‘The China Factor’ that “In
recent years, China has been
stating that it is pursuing an
“independent foreign policy
and that its relations with
Pakistan would not be at
the cost of its relations with
India.” During the Kargil
conflict, at the political level,
China did indeed articulate
the above view and did main-
tain a neutral posture. How-
ever, at the ground level, the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) had enhanced its level
of activity along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh and along the Ar-
unachal Pradesh border.

This writer has had a few
occasions to discuss the mat-
ter with Gen Malik via email
and in personal meetings.
One aspect that the former
chief informed was that (as
indeed he recorded it in the
above-mentioned book) the
Indian army received intel-
ligence reports thatthe PLA’s
director in the Department
of Armaments, handling the
conventional weapons and
equipment of the Chinese
army, visited Islamabad dur-
ing the conflict to help the
Pakistan army overcome
its critical deficiencies in
conventional armament, am-
munition and equipment.
These developments and also
the fact that both Gen Parvez
Musharrafand Nawaz Sharif
had visited Beijing after the
commencement ofthe Kargil
war did cause some concern
for India.

Yet another steadfast
mandarin and present Indian
foreign minister, S. Jaishan-
kar in his book The Indian
Way: Strategies for an Un-
certain World (HarperCollins
Publishers India, 2020) states
in the chapter titled “The
Nimzo-Indian Defence,”
that, “The other big issue that
shapes the narrative of this
period is China’s relationship
with Pakistan. The origins
of this friendship are worth
revisiting, because an under-
standing ofthe past provides
insights to its future. For
an authoritative account
of these ties, S. Jaishankar
quotesAndrew Small’s, “The
China-Pakistan Axis: Asia’s
New Geopolitics,” and asks
why a relationship that oth-
erwise lacks a bond of cul-
tural affinity or common
values—normally the basis
for alliances—has outlasted
the test of time and global
changes. Its answer is worth
reflecting on. China obvious-
ly is essential for Pakistan to
address a power imbalance in
relation to India, especially
after Western powers showed

livelihood. For many, this
has resulted in a narrow view
of success — one limited to
state employment, with little
exposure or encouragement
to compete on a national
level. The consequence is a
shrinking pool of aspirants
even daring to attempt the
UPSC, let alone clearing it.
Civil Services coaching cen-
tres are few and far between
in the state, and those that
do exist often lack the depth
and rigor found in metros
like Delhi or Hyderabad.
Aspirants who do take the
leap often face challenges
in accessing high-quality
mentorship, peer groups, and
resources.

Another issue is the lack
of recent role models. In
states where someone clears
the UPSC every few years,
it creates a ripple effect —
motivating others, setting
expectations, and building
a community of support.
Meghalaya has missed out
on this cycle. The absence
ofvisible success stories cre-
ates a vacuum where young
aspirants lack both guidance
and inspiration. Government
initiatives have also fallen

By Jaideep Saikia

declining enthusiasm for that
goal. And Pakistan, inturn, is
useful for China as it transi-
tions from being a regional
power to a global one. It not
only helps keep India within
the South Asia box but also
provides pathways to the
Islamic world.

This writer met S. Jais-
hankar when the latter was
then the Indian Foreign Sec-
retary, in Jaipur. Both were
delegates inthe Counter-Ter-
rorism Conference organised
by the India Foundation,
New Delhi in February 2016.
They conferred on a variety
of issues on the sidelines of
the conference, but much of
it had to do with Myanmar
and the North East.

On hindsight and if S.
Jaishankar’s, “The Indian
Way: Strategies for an Un-
certain World,” had been
published at the time and
had been read, it would have
been fruitful to have queried
of the then Indian foreign
secretary about the deeper
nuance of what Jaishankar
meant by “Pakistan’s use-
fulness to China (among
other aspects!) because it
also provides, “pathways to
the Islamic world.” Almost
a decade later one wonders
whether—during the time
when the book was published
(2020)—China, anticipating
the withdrawal ofthe United
States from Afghanistan and
the return of the Taliban,
simply had only Afghanistan
in mind. But today, the anti-
Indiatroikathat is shaping up
in the Indian subcontinent by
way ofBangladesh, Pakistan
and China may well have
been at the back of one of
India’s finest diplomatic
minds.

In any event, India has
waged war with both its
northern and western neigh-
bours. In 1962, India faced
defeat at the hands of the
Chinese. The debacle was
primarily because of the
ineptitude that characterised
India’s politico-military-
intelligence atthe time. Butit
was also because ofthe lack
ofcorrect preparedness inthe
Indian armed forces during
the period.

However, the power dif-
ferential between India and
Chinahas reduced consider-
ably oyer the years. India of
2025 is not the India of 1962.
The narrowing down of the
disparity, especially in the
military domain, between
New Delhi and Beijing is
a result of three important
reasons.

Firstly, India has under-
taken massive military ac-
quisition as well as indig-
enous armament production
thathas more or less equalled
China. The manner in which
the Chinese mis-adventure
in Galwan was handled is
testimony to Indian recipro-
cal belligerence.

Secondly, Indian strate-
gists have been clinically
“war-gaming” a war scenario
with China, although the
pragmatic approach would
be to nullify the Chinese
threat by amicably solving
the 3,488 Km long India-
China boundary. This can
perhaps even be achieved

short. While schemes to
support civil services aspi-
rants exist in theory, their
reach and effectiveness have
been limited. There is an
urgent need for better infra-
structure, scholarships, and
institutional encouragement
to raise the bar for ambition
among Meghalaya’s youth.
Reversing this trend requires
acultural and systemic shift.
The youth need to be shown
the larger canvas on which
their potential can be paint-
ed. UPSC is not just about
getting a job — it's about
entering the nation's high-
est decision-making bodies.
Meghalaya needs to inspire
its students to think beyond
the state’s borders, to aim
fornational and international
excellence. Educational in-
stitutions, NGOs, and the
government must come
together to build a UPSC
ecosystem — through dedi-
cated coaching, avyareness
campaigns, mentorship net-
works, and success stories.
Parents and communities,
too, need to redefine what
success looks like.

Until this mind set chang-
es, Meghalaya risks losing a

by carefully examining an
avant-garde concept such as
the “Line of Amity”, which
this writer propounded in
2014 during the course of a
Track 11 Dialogue with China
of which he was a member
of the Indian delegation.
However, discretion must
continue to be the better part
ofvalour. India cannot let its
guard down. Such an alert-
ness has become even more
relevant in the present cir-
cumstances with Rawalpindi
going berserk in its ineffec-
tual attempt to undermine
India’s growth trajectory
and military might under the
present dispensation.

Thirdly, India’s growing
proximity with the United
States and Russia as also
the fact that Modi’s voice is
being heard across the world
is an eyesore for India’s ad-
versaries, particularly China.
The fact that the Quad has
taken on board India by
providing it the “security
space” to counter the threat
of Chinese encirclement has
upset Beijing. The. Chinese
threat by way of the “first
front” that India would have
to encounter in the event of
“hot-war” has to be factored
in with great finesse and
calibration. Indeed, the new-
found bonhomie between a
surrogate Dhaka and Beijing
whereby India’s North East
was sought to be dragged
in, is yet another attempt by
China to engineer aggres-
sive anti-India behaviour.
The impostor, Yunus is but
a lame pawn in the sinister
chess game that is unfolding'
in South Asia.

Pakistan under the two
Asims (the Pakistan army
chief, Asim Munir and Paki-
stan’s ISI chief and NSA,
Asim Malik) have always
endeavoured to “bleed India
with a thousand cuts”. The
craven act in the meadows
ofPahalgam wasjust another
heinous manifestation ofthe
sole raison d'etre ofthe failed
state of Pakistan.

If China and Pakistan
constitute the two-front,that
Indian strategists have been
directing their stratagem
against, it isimportant, at this
critical juncture in India’s
national security calibra-
tion, to caustically fathom
the emergence of a “third
front” by way of a wayward
Bangladesh.

While the efficient cause
for the hostility emanating
from Bangladesh towards
India can be attributed to
a nefarious and baseless
“students’ movement,” the
sufficient cause of growing
anti-India sentiments inside
Bangladesh and the appear-
ance of radical Islamism
are the two most important
reasons for the “great turn-
around” by a country whose
very creation was ordained
by India.

History informs that the
Taliban (The Seekers) was
the creation of Pakistan.
But like Frankenstein once
they got “too much” inside
Pakistan, they were handed
another country abutting
Pakistan, Afghanistan!

Yunus is today facing an
existential dilemma. Gen

generation of leaders™ who

could represent the state and

the Northeast in the corridors
of power.

Yours etc;

Rishanlang Khongwir,

Via email

Railway
Expansion
Stirs
Demographic
Questions

Editor,

| appreciate the article
by KN Kumar on the dilem-
mas that face the state and
its indigenous population
vis-a-vis railways. While
he highlighted the various
advantages that can come
with introducing railways,
he also admits to the fear of
being demographically over-
whelmed as the major cause
of its opposition by various
groups inthe state. There are
those who support the idea
of linking Meghalaya to the
railway map of the country,
but from my personal ex-

Waker-uz-Zaman, the Ban-
gladesh army chief is not
quite comfortable with Yu-
nus and his cabal ofadvisers.
The students, having tasted
power, are never going to
leave the streets nor would
they abdicate power. Most of
all, the Islamists that Yunus
has unleashed, almost in
the image of the one-eyed
Mullah Omar's Taliban, are
careening out of control.

Of late, the radical Isla-
mist group, Hifazait-e-Islam
are up in arms against re-
forms. The Islamists have
even threatened members
of the illegitimate Yunus
dispensation if the Awami
League is not banned. In-
deed, such a ban has been
demanded by the new po-
litical party, Jatiyo Nagarik
Party as well. It was formed
on 28 February 2025. The
members ofthe new party are
the ones that ousted Sheikh
Hasina. The toxicity of Ban-
gladesh’s politics, even as a
sane Bangladesh army chief
calls for restraint, has more
or less overwhelmed the
Land of Bangabandhu.

If China and Pakistan
constitute the two most pal-
pable military fronts for
India’s policy planners, then
Bangladesh has emerged as
the “Vicious backyard” for
the national security appa-
ratus of India. In just eight
plus months, Bangladesh
has become a lackey ofboth
China and Pakistan.

Observers in right think-
ing India, including the au-
thor, are awaiting, or even
expecting, a decision by
the Modi government about
“equivalent response/re-
taliation” for the Pahalgam
bloodbath by Pakistan. It
is the considered view of
the author that important
military installations in Paki-
stan and terror camps inside
the unholy land should be
completely demolished. It
is certainly not the “Indian
way” to target the civilian
population even in an enemy
land. Indeed, such a belief
system about humanitarian-
ism is what separates India
from Pakistan, a country that
has been misruled ever since
its inception.-

Whatever the outcome it
can be expected that China
could enter the anti-India
fray in one way or the other.
Ifthe atmospherics do come
to such a pass, it is almost
certain that:Bangladesh
would undertake certain
disquieting measures that
may disturb India’s eastern
seaboard. As a matter of
fact, both China and Pakistan
would goad the erstwhile
East Pakistan to act as a vital
anti-India staging ground.

It is time for India to qui-
etly cerebrate and formulate
plans to decisively address
and confront the emerging
“third front”.

And now, as India has
operationalised “Operation
Sindoor” to target the terror
camps inside Pakistan, to
avenge the Pahalgam terror
attack, we wait and watch as
the country adopts what it
calls ameasured yet strategic
response.

(Jaideep Saikia is India's
foremost national security
strategist and Bestselling
Author)

perience, the opponents are
more in number. Personally,
| support the introduction
of railways for the simple
fact that | don’t believe
in the argument of demo-
graphic change happening
in Meghalaya because of
the railways. As KN Kumar
has rightly pointed out, we
have thousands of our own
people moving out of the
state in search ofjobs and a
better life and becoming mi-
grants themselves. To think
that there are those who are
going to reverse the cycle
when the native indigenous
population sees no oppor-
tunities in the state and the
non-indigenous population
does not have many rights,
is highly unlikely.

This reasoning is because
the Census data has shown
a continuous decline of the
non-indigenous non-tribal
population of the state, with
a consequent increase in the
indigenous tribal population.
However, the demographic
data shared by KN Kumar
threatens to break that nar-
rative. According to him,
“Meghalaya’s tribal popula-
tion, once 86% (85.9% actu-
ally) in 2001, has dipped to

(SR)’

Will PM Modi be allowed to end his
confrontation with limited strikes iii pakistan?

Shehbaz Sharif and his
military preparing for more
retaliation in coming days
By Sushil Kutty

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi came up with the
name 'Operation Sindoor'
that targeted terrorist hubs in
Pakistan. Modi sat through
the night monitoring 'Opera-
tion Sindoor', named for the
Hindu widows' ofthe Pahal-
gam terror attack. Pakistani
terrorists snuffed the ‘Sin-
door’ of these women and
26 Hindu men were killed.
A Nepalese citizen was also
killed for being a Hindu!

‘Operation Sindoor’
is Prime Minister Modi’s
answer to Pahalgam. The
name struck Modi and Modi
couldn't resist Modi! The
tri-services chiefs, who were
given a “freehand” to choose
time and place for "unimagi-
Yiable punishment”, did not
have the spark in them to
come up with a name like
‘Operation Sindoor.'

The Indian Army, Navy
and Air Force carried out
‘Operation Sindoor’, hit-
ting nine targets Pakistan
says five Rafale jets were
downed by Pakistani mis-
siles during the course of
'‘Operation Sindoor'. The
Indian armed forces say the
precision strikes at 1:44 am
dismantled nine terror hide-
outs in Pakistan's ‘Punjab’,
and in Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir, killing "900 ter-
rorists, breathing fresh life in
"Modi hai Mumkin hai"

The widows ofPahalgam
have the option to marry
again to sport the Sindoor
butPrime Minister Narendra
Modi stayed up all night and
monitored 'Operation Sin-
door'. India targeted terrorist
bases in Pakistan and PoK, a
total of nine strikes involv-
ing 24 missiles. By morning
the media were talking of
“mi ode to the womenwhose
husbands were slaughtered
in Pahalgam.”

On Wednesday the Modi
mediawas singing hosanna,
congratulating Modi for
the brilliant masterstroke,
'‘Operation Sindoor'. The
overnight strikes are a big-
ger version of the surgical
and airstrikes. But there are
conflicting reports and dif-
fering narratives. Both India
and Pakistan are claiming
victory.

And it is nobody's guess
that India lost the "dish-
information" war. Pakistanis
on social media and the leg-
acy media of Pakistan were
first off the block to spread
the word that Pakistan won
and India deserted positions
and ran!

Pakistanis ran story after
story claiming "three Rafale
were downed." The Indian
media could not get beyond
singling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for praise,
and how, but for Modi, 'Op-
eration Sindoor' wouldn't
have been.

Conflicting reports in-

82% by 2021, and fears of
an outsider influx run deep
among the Khasi and Jaintia
communities.” In 2011, Me-
ghalaya’s indigenous tribal
population was 86.15%.
If his figures are correct,
this over 50-years trend of
continuous increase in the
indigenous tribal population
has ended.

In a program | attended
a few weeks ago, a govern-
ment official informed the
audience that Meghalaya’s
population has reached 36
lakhs. If we accept the data
shared by KN Kumar, it
means that over the last 20
years, the non-indigenous
population has increased
by over 2 lakhs. | am not
sure where he got the data
from since we didn’t have
any Census survey in 2021
and even if you were to
extrapolate, the proportion
of the indigenous popula-
tion should have gone up,
not down, based on the past
trends.

It could very well be that
as a former IAS officer, he
has access to internal re-
ports that are based either on
electoral roll data, hospital
records or sample surveys.

cluded the one about "ghar
mei ghus ke marenge". Some
Indian reports said the Ra-
fale didn't enter Pakistan
or POK and that the Rafale
had the capability to strike
Pakistani targets deep in
Pakistani territory.

That said, it is difficult
to separate Pahalgam from
Pulwama. "Our actions have
been focused, measured and
non-escalatory in nature. No
Pakistani military facilities
have been targeted. India
demonstrated considerable
“restraint in target selection
and method of execution...
We are living up to the com-
mitment that those respon-
sible for this attack will be
held responsible,” India said
in a statement.

Importantly, ‘Operation
Sindoor' wasn't anything
close to the "unimagina-
ble punishment" that Modi
cranked up with his un-
bridled imagination. Reports
say this was only the first
phase of'Operation Sindoor'
and thatthere will be aPhase
2,100, depending on whether
Pakistan retaliated.

The immediate Pakistan
retaliation was cross-border
firing and artillery shell-
ing at Indian villages along
the Line of Control. Three
Indian civilians were killed.
Chances are Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will soon
be out of the country on an
urgent hugging spree.

Did Prime Minister Modi
achieve the goals he had set
to avenge Pahalgam? If the
goal was to give his Hindu
vote-bank a sense of pride
and accomplishment, he has.
Knowing the man, however,
it is a cinch that Modi will
revertto 'Sabka Saath Sabka
Vishwas'. Thathe only chose
to strike "terrorist hubs™ and
not "military installations"
is proof he never wanted a
full-fledged war.

Wars cost money and
Modi knows it well. One
night of airstrikes is enough
for Modi. It is a Muslim
world and Prime Minister
Modi is acutely aware he
can't achieve other goals
without Muslim largesse. Go
the extra length in exacting
revenge and Modi will no
longer be the posterboy of
the Gulfstates, forget Indian
Muslims! There is no guar-
antee that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will resume
‘Operation Sindoor' anytime
soon.

Butthe ball is in the Paki-
stan Army's court and the
Pakistan Army has got the
"go ahead" from Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif to go
and free Pakistan's ‘jugular.
Our Prime Minister has to
show that he is the Lion of
the sub-continent by win-
ning the limited war. (IPA
Service)

He can tell us better about
the source of the data, but if
it is authentic, 1 am no lon-
ger inclined to support the
railway as the fears raised
by the various groups have
been proven true. In such a
situation, the introduction
of railways will definitely
worsen the situation. At
this moment, | think it’s
best for the government to
wait for the Census survey
before taking any decision
on the railways. Now that
the Union Government has
talked about it, we could
have official data soon. If
what KN Kumar has claimed
about the fall in the indig-
enous tribal population is
true, we can bid the railways
goodbye. It will also be a
vindication of the Jaidbyn-
riew politics and we will all
have to brace ourselves for
a very volatile future. Let’s
wait and watch.
Yours etc.,
Bhogtoram Mawroh,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Truth as casualty

IN any war, truth is the first casualty. So too with
the present engagement between India and Pakistan
post the Pahalgam massacre of innocent tourists by
Pakistan-trained terrorists a fortnight ago. Lies are
traded generally by those who are on the defensive.
Yet, fact is, the subcontinent is bracing a full-scale
war even as India claimed it made an offensive only
against terrorist targets inside Pakistan or PoK, and
not against civilians and military establishments.
On Thursday night, a full day after India hit nine
specific targets - five in PoK and four deep inside
Pakistan, including in its Punjab province for the
first time since 1971 - Pakistan attempted and failed
to target 15 cities/military establishments inside the
Indian territory. These were foiled by an alert, highly
sophisticated Indian air defence system. This meant
an “escalation” of the scenario, against which India
had warned Pakistan. India stresses that it has only
"responded™* to this by going one more step ahead
and smashing Pakistan’s air defence system in La-
hore and elsewhere. With all these, the scenario is
now fully surcharged - also meaning that Sindoor
2 is on. Notably, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
stressed at the all-party meeting in New Delhi that
this engagement has not stopped.

Pakistan has been passing' through a deep crisis
due to a difficult economic downturn. It neither has
money to replenish or strengthen its military stocks,
nor the wherewithal to keep its national airlines up
and flying. Itjust has a handful of planes. Pakistan
could not deter India’s offensive this time too, even
as the scale was larger, targeting as many as nine
locations, and decimating over 25 terrorist infra-
structures. The Pakistani military could only blink
this time too. Its systems are obviously in a pitiable
state. This, however, did not deter its army chieffrom
bragging, blowing hot and cold, and even giving a
religious slant to whip up feelings within Pakistan
against India. Worse, what Pakistan faces now is an
internal revolt as well in a more pronounced fash-
ion. Some 14 Pakistani soldiers have been killed in
an ambush by Baluchistan Liberation Army, which
has also uprooted Pakistani flags from government
establishments in the province plagued by the sepa-
ratists. This, foj-them, is the time - to strike when

the iron’s hot.

The Pakistani military and political establish-
ments that tried to browbeat India and the world with
threats of use of nuclear bombs, should India turn
aggressive, are shocked. The deafening silence on
their part in the past two days is perhaps proofthey the clan and thereby living a
are barking up the wrong tree. Any nuclear attack
could be an invitation to worse retaliation from this
side, decimating the Islamic nation in one go. Ques-
tion is, why did Pakistan precipitate matters to this
level by herding its bunch of terrorists to unleash
mayhem on the Indian soil at this hour. The Indian
leadership cannot be faulted if it saw an opportunity
to set matters right once and for all times to come.

Letters to the Editor

Why mothers
are smarter
than Al and

always will be

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper,
I wish to highlight the truth
that, “No technology can
replace a mother’s wisdom
and love.” While technology
advances, a mother's intu-
ition continues to outpace
artificial intelligence.

Artificial intelligence
may be able to compose
essays, solve complex equa-
tions, and simulate human
conversation — but let’s
be honest: no algorithm
can match the everyday
brilliance of a mother’s
wisdom. Al can offer pre-
programmed sympathy, but
mothers deliver comfort with
precision. When you’ve had
arough day, ChatGPT might
say, "I’m sorry you feel that
way." A mother, on the other
hand, gives you food, quiet
company, and the kind ofun-
derstanding that no machine
could ever replicate.

Digital assistants like Siri
and Alexa can’t detect our
emotions. But a mother?
She can decipher a shaky
“I’'m fine” in the middle of
her tasks, and still know
you’ve had a terrible day.
She doesn’t need algorithms
to decode your emotions
— she’s had years of field
experience, and nothing
gets past her lie detector
ears. Google might help you
find answers in seconds, but
only a mother knows where
your missing sock is, what
you meant when you said,
"nothing’s wrong," and ex-
actly where your school ID
is, even though you haven t
seen it since last term.

Al uses a code whereas
mothers on the other hand
use a secret language that
includes: “Because | said
so” and “Wear a jacket or
you will catch a cold”. Years
later, you realize — she
was right every single time.
Much is said about Al’smul-
titasking ability, but mothers
are the original masters.
From preparing meals and
managing schedules to solv-
ing household puzzles and
delivering life advice — all
at once — their efficiency
runs deeper than any Al’s
processing speed. Most im-
portantly, when something
breaks — whether it’s an
object or a person’s spirit
— Al offers instructions.
A mother offers presence.
Comfort isn’t downloaded:;
it’s delivered through small
acts of care, timing, and un-
spoken understanding.

So, this Mother’s Day,
while marvelling atthe prog-
ress of machines, it’s worth
celebrating the original, ir-
replaceable intelligence that
has raised generations. Tech-
nology may evolve, but the
love, wisdom, and emotional
depth of mothers remain un-
matched. IfAIl ever hopes to
match that — good luck.

Yours etc.,

Aldenberg Pyngrope &
Congenial Kharsahnoh
Shillong

Full-scale war

not an option

Editor

The editorial “India’s
Measured Response” (ST
May 8, 2025) has raised a
very vital point in the last
paragraph. Since a full-scale
war is not an option in the
age of nuclear missiles, In-
dia’s geopolitical strategy
in the nuclear age requires a
multi-dimensional approach

Much Ado About the Clan

By Patricia Mukhim

When it comes to living
in the past but labouring
for a top of the economic
ladder for the future, we
Khasis can beat anyone hol-
low. Our romance with the
past is almost legendary but
perhaps our fatal flaw is to
remember only those aspects
of the past that were “glori-
ous,” whatever definition we
may have lent to that term.
We don’t dig deep enough
about the heroes we worship
perhaps for fear of finding
some character flaws that any
human is prone to. More so
after we have painted such
heroes in glowing terms.
There’s really no harm in
revering heroes. Every tribe
needs a hero or heroes and
even heroines (think Ka
Phan Nonglait) to show us
the way. But nostalgia alone
does not help. The reality of
today demands that we be
more emotionally stable and
not allow ourselves to be led
by the turbulent waves of
emotions that grip us from
time to time, especially dur-
ing elections. And as a Khasi
I know we are a society
driven by emotions more
than pragmatism. Of course,
no one will analyse these
character flaws so brutally
because, again at the end of
the day we all want to be part
ofthe society and not be ex-
communicated as iconoclasts
that don’t fit in.

Yes, fit in and that’s ex-
actly the point. We all wantto
fit in and walk the path often
travelled. No one wants to
strike out on a new path for
fear ofthe unpredictable. Are
there flaws in our societal
architecture that we need to
revamp and recraft? We are
great ones to refer to the first
matriarch (Ka lawbei) that
gave birth to the “Kur” or
clan as the progenitor. And
yes we ‘ting kur’ or weave
a net of relationship with
anyone who is of the same
clan. Our elders tell girls
that we should never cast a
longing eye on any male of
the same clan for that is, “ka
sang ka ma,” a taboo and an
outrage that would result in
being excommunicated from

life of social seclusion for
generations.

The clan is therefore a
sacrosanct thread that binds
its members in a sort of
social contract and which
from time to time organ-
ises meetings and picnics
so that members of the clan
from across the Khasi-Jaintia

that balances diplomacy,
economic influence, military
deterrence, and strategic alli-
ances. Given the challenges
posed by China in the east
and Pakistan in the west, In-
dia must craft a strategy that
ensures regional stability
while safeguarding national
interests.

First, to strengthen stra-
tegic alliance, India has to
deepen ties with the US,
Japan and Australia to coun-
ter China’s influence in the
Indo-Pacific. India needs to
maintain a balanced relation-
ship with Russia to ensure
defence cooperation while
avoiding over-reliance. It
also has to strengthen ties
with the Gulf Nations for
energy security and coun-

, ter-terrorism cooperation.
Second, when it comes to
military modernisation and
deterrence, India’s No First
Use (NFU) nuclear policy
ensures deterrence while
maintaining strategic flex-
ibility but to upgrade its
defence, it has to invest in
hypersonic missiles, cyber
warfare and Al-driven de-
fence systems to counter
emerging threats. It also has
to enhance surveillance and
rapid response capabilities
along China and Pakistan
borders.

Third, it has to diversify
its trade routes by reduc-
ing dependence on Chinese
imports while expanding
trade with ASEAN, Africa
and Europe. Strengthening
port connectivity and digital
infrastructure to boost In-
dia’s global trade position
is imperative. For energy
security India has to invest
in renewable energy and
strategic reserves to reduce
vulnerabilities. Fourth, India
has to engage with global
institutions and strengthen
its role in the UN, G20 and

Hills get to know each other.
For the Khasi-Pnar the first
question one asks a per-
son one meets for the first
time is - Phi dei ki jait aiu?
(Which clan are you from?)
It’s an ice-breaker of sorts
but also a way of knowing
if the person is somehow
related to you. Butwhat hap-
pens beyond that clan bond?
Nothing beyond attending
funerals and making a small
contribution on that day. But
even here, clan members will
only attend a funeral if they
are informed and are living
within the vicinity of the
deceased person. Often, they
are not informed and get to
know ofthe death only after
the funeral.

Over the years, clan meet-
ings have dwindled since
everyone is busy chasing
their dreams. Yet the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District

wrong in my surmise, | am
open to correction. | also
know that an article like this
will win many trolls but so
what?

Now let me come to the
crux ofthe matter. As pointed
above, the clan (Kur) is
meantto be a solidarity group
where members stand by one
another and if | may use the
moral yardstick- to assist the
financially weaker members.
There are many among the
Kur that are filthy rich but
others that are sending their
kids away to different states
in India to study, when those
offering them that facility
do so with an agenda. It’s
not charity by any stretch
of imagination. When one
looked at those 22 students
who were escorted back from
that school iii Karnataka that
was functioning illegally, one
wondered how the parents so

Our elders tell girls that we should never
cast a longing eye on any male ofthe same dan
for that is, “ka sang ka ma, ”a taboo and an
outrage that would result in being excommunicated
from the clan and thereby living a life ofsocial
seclusionfor generations.

Council (KHADC) is now
mooting the idea of turning
the clan into some sort or ad-
ministrative and governance
unit but only to the extent of
helping the Council identify
the bonafides ofthose claim-
ing to be from such and such
clan. For that they are going
to rely on clan elders (Rang-
bah Kur) to certify whether
apersonreally belongsto the
clan he/she claimsto orifthe
person is an impersonator,
more so when it comes to
children bom out of mixed
marriages between a Khasi
woman and a non-Khasi
and especially a non-tribal
male, as ifthat is a sacrilege
of sorts. This conundrum
continues and the Lineage
Act of the Council is aimed
at shooting in the foot those
women who marry non-
tribals and to prevent them
and their children any right
to land and inheritance.

The clan which should
have been a comfort zone
where clan members find
solace and empathy is now
going to police its female
members who decide to
marry non-tribals and report
back to the Council. If Lam

BRICS in order to shape
global policies.

To counter China’s Belt
and Road Initiative, India
has to offer alternative in-
frastructure projects to South
AsianandAfricannations.lIt
should lead peace initiatives
in Afghanistan and Myanmar
to prevent instability from
spilling over. Lastly, there is
a need to strengthen cyber-
security to counter Chinese
and Pakistani cyber threats
and expand India’s space
capabilities for satellite sur-
veillance and defence appli-
cations. The approach must
be adaptive and proactive,
ensuring economic growth,
military readiness and diplo-
matic influence while avoid-
ing direct conflict.

Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh
Via email

Who will
mediate over

Kashmir?

Editor,

The Indian security es-
tablishment launched ‘OP-
ERATION SINDOOR’, a
military operation aimed
at destroying the Jaish-e-
Mohammed and Lashkar-e-
Tayyibaterror infrastructure
(including recruitment and
training centres), as the veil
of Kashmir is again wide
open. This ongoing skirmish
has continued for decades,
with Pakistan even becom-
ing a safe-haven for Bin
Laden’s Al-Qaida network
and foot soldiers. Foreign
terrorist organisations fuel
the asymmetrical war by
raising funds through money
transmitters who are inspired
by ISIS or domestic violent
extremist groups who may
be indoctrinated to violence
through the internet.

War is an expensive and

willingly lettheir children go
so far away from home at a
time when they need parental
love and care the most. Each
of those kids belong to a
clan. How is it that the more
well to do clan members not
extend help to their kin? If
each clan were to have a
fund for assisting the more
needy members, especially
to help their children through
school, would itbe too much
of a sacrifice? If so, what is
the purpose of the Kur?
Granted that there were

no such arrangements in.

the past and that is because
Khasi-Pnar society was sup-
posedly egalitarian. Those
who managed to get rich
because they knew the tricks
of the trade were cut down
to size by being labelled as
Nongri Thlen (keepers of a
certain python that needed to
be fed human blood so that
it makes the keepers rich).
How a python could print
bank notes is of course not
explained but possibly the
python ensures that any little
business its keepers do yields
more profit than it would for
those who are not keen on
keeping the Thlen. We may

dirty affair which is better to
be served cold, not forgetting
the economic implications
for both sides. The India
Today article dated Jun 30,
1990 (A 1,000-hourwar with
Pakistan will cost India Rs
27,000 crore) by Shekhar
Gupta and Ravi Rikhye, is
a demonstration of the eco-
nomic cost ofwar.

To bring tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan
under control requires a
mutual willingness to'seek
peace which could happen
ifthere is room for interme-
diaries or emissaries opening
up back channels. Managing
diplomacy between India,
Pakistan and the United
States is like walking on a
tightrope.

While Russia and China
are steamrolling with their
aim to change the global
order, averting war in South
Asia is in more dire need
than everthrough deterrence,
safeguarding nuclear weap-
ons, international agree-
ments, securing cyberspace
and sanctions.

Former CIA officer and
senior advisor on South
Asia and Middle East Bruce
Riedel’s book, ‘Avoiding
Armageddon: America, In-
dia and Pakistan to the Brink
and Back’ delves into the
historical perspectives of
two important countries and
efforts to balance the state of
affairs in the subcontinent.

Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

Need to build
empathy

among youth

Editor,

India struck back to
avenge the Pahalgam at-
tack that saw the gruesome

dispel such beliefs as myths
and superstitions but some
people have, even in recent
years, been lynched on the
allegations of keeping the
Thlen, whenever a mysteri-
ous, unexplained death hap-
pens. No one has ever seen
the Thlen but Khasis believe
in it and that is why the
Syiem Sad of Smit (the sis-
ter ofthe Syiem of Khyrim)
even to this day dispenses a
sortofwater that is blessed to
be given to children or even
adults that are believed to
have been cast a spell by the
Thlen either in the form of
some hair or a piece of cloth
being stealthily cut offfrom a
person and offered to it.

We once had a discussion
at the Khasi National Dorbar
Hall as to whether the Thlen
actually exists. The discus-
sion remained inconclusive.
So, we are still groping inthe
dark about the Thlen. Butthe
equivalent ofthe Thlentoday
are the filthy rich members
of society who have twisted
the governance system such
that they rake in money by
the lakhs and crores while
the large majority scrimp
and scrounge and are unable
to even send their kids to
school. True, that the state
offers free and compulsory
education up to the age of
14 years but the state does
not provide free uniforms
or textbooks. Only the fees
are taken care of. There are
families today that live in
stark poverty. They too be-
long to some ‘Kur’ but they
live lives of isolation. No
member of their Kur actu-
ally asks them how they are
managing to keep body and
soul together. No one cares
that their kids have dropped
out of school due to sheer
poverty. So, of what use if
the ‘Kur; then?

In this society we hardly
discuss these crucial issues.
The well to do are ensconced
inside their bubbles while the
poor continue to dip further
down the poverty line and
there seems no cure to this
socio-economic malady.

The question | ask there-
fore is- What is the purpose
ofthe Kurtoday? Weneedto'
look for answers because the
number of young drop-outs
in Meghalaya is swelling and
we have not done a proper
survey on that. Without a
census how can we even ar-
rive atany conclusive figure?
Will the Rangbah Kur please
mull over these issues and
rediscover their role?

coldblooded murder of 26
innocent lives. India in-
deed exercised its right as
a response to the Pahalgam
attack. The attack was an act
of terror and the deeds of
devils incarnate. Lives lost
can never be replaced and
family members of those
who saw their loved loves
killed before their eyes will
never forget and forgive.
Today when India struck
back, there was a sense of
gratification that our country
did what it had to do.
However, what lurks in
one’s mind is fear of the
present and the future. What
is the world turning out
to be? Yes, there had been
battles and wars in the past
that saw the loss of lives but
perhaps no lessons learnt.
With every passing day, hu-
man beings are displaying
their lack of empathy and
fellow feelings. Every single
day we fight one another,
uprooting the sanctity of
brotherhood and camara-
derie. Every single day we
defy our birth and existence,
destroying lives unabash-
edly. In a way we are daily
fighting wars that will only
ruin this beautiful world.
What is the way out of all
the destruction and killings?
Sowing seeds of love and
friendship in young minds
and hearts while we elders
are to lead by examples.
Perhaps then we will share
more love and less hatred.
Can we? We sure can if our
children are to have a safe
and secure world.
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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China and the

India-Pakistan
conflict

By Srikanth Kondapalli

Indian armed strikes as
part of Operation Sindoor
on nine sites in Pakistan and
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
on May 7 in the aftermath
of the attack on tourists in
Pahalgam on April 22, have
rattled China. Lin Jian, the
foreign ministry spokesper-
son of China, described the
Indian military strikes as “re-
grettable”. Beijing called on
India and Pakistan “to avoid
worsening the situation” and
“remain calm ?ind exercise
restraint”.

This call for restraint
may seem to be at odds
with China’s sabre-rattling
in the Taiwan Straits and
against the Philippines in
the South China Sea, But
here it would not like an
escalation in the face-off
between the two South Asian
nations given their proxim-
ity to China. Besides, there
is also China’s extensive

cultivation of interests in.

Pakistan. China’s assistance
has been a pillar of support
for Pakistan, a position mir-
rored by the Chinese media.
China’s State-run media
agency Xinhua said at least
26 people were killed and
46 injured after India carried
out strikes on “six civilian
settlements in Pakistan”. It
also said that the Indian gov-
ernment confirmed strikes

nine Chinese engineers and
technicians were killed at
the Dasu hydroelectricity
project by terrorists on July
24, 2021, the communist
party-backed Global Times
called for missile strikes on
terrorists in Pakistan. China
today is contemplating the
establishment of “police
stations” across Pakistan to
counter this menace, even as
the Pakistan army has dedi-
cated one division of trOops
to protect China-funded
infrastructure projects. Such
projects, packaged since
2014 into the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC),'
violate India’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi stated at the Qingdao
summit of Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation in
2019. In fact, in addition
to the lands occupied in
Gilgit and Baltistan, China
is also stationing thousands
of “security guards” in the,
region.

China’s analysts suggest
that these “security guards”
are to protect its interests
in these restive regions,
even though they may also
potentially come under the
cross-fire between the armed
forces of India and Pakistan
in any kinetic shoot down.
There are a few “red lines”

“China has contributed to arming
Pakistan by transferring weapons worth
more than $20 billion. These constitute over
80per centofChina3 arms transfers
world-wide, thus making Pakistan the single
largest recipient of Chinese arms. ”’

on nine identified “terrorist
training camps” in Paki-
stan. While China’s “Global
Times” spoke ofthree Indian
fighter jets being shot down
by Pakistan, prompting the
Indian Embassy in Beijing
to send a “fact checking”
advisory to the tabloid cau-
tioning against spreading
“dis-information”.

Chinese support is linked
to the number of stakes
Beijing has in Pakistan.
Since 1963, after the border
clashes with India, Beijing
assiduously built relations
with Islamabad. China did
not stop Pakistan from tak-
ing up gauntlets with India.
In March 1963, China reT
ceived portions of Paki-
stan Occupied Kashmir and
Gilgit and Baltistan and
incorporated large swathes
of lands in Aghil, Shimshal,
Ruksam and Saksham, in ad-
dition to occupying 38,000
square kilometres of Aksai
Chin. With so much land,
China has heightened inter-
ests in the current India-Pak
standoff. China has also
built an “all-weather” road
from Kashgar in Xinjiang
to Islamabad to further its
connection to Pakistan.

China has contributed to
arming Pakistan by transfer-
ring weapons worth more
than $20 billion. These
constitute over 80 per cent
of China’s arms transfers
world-wide, thus making
Pakistan the single largest
recipient of Chinese arms.
For instance, the latest sup-
plies of JF-17 fighter air-
craft, drones, space-based
support, beyond visual range
PL-15A air-to-air missile
systems and others, were
pitched against India in the
last few days. Chinahas also
provided assistance in mis-
sile platforms to Pakistan.
The range and reach has
been bolstered to cover the
entire Indian subcontinent,
thus encouraging Islam-
abad’s stance at moments of
bilateral tension.

China has also provided
support to Pakistan at the
UN Security Council #1267
committee on counter-terror-
ism and avoiding any pro-
scription of Pakistan-based
terrorists. After the Pahal-
gam terror attack, China’s
backing helped water down
the UN Security Council
resolution on the incident.

However, this is con-
trary to China’s position on
countering terrorism. When

that have been laid down
for their, intervention in the
region. These include any
killing of Chinese citizens in
this cross fire and any dam-
age to CPEC projects.

China’s analysts have
criticised India for keeping
the Indus Water Treaty in
abeyance and also invoked
the UN resolutions on Kash-
mir. However, China itself
has never signed water trea-
ties with any of its lower
riparian States. Also, China
was not a UN member when
Resolution #47 was passed
on April 21, 1948, whose
Avrticle 1 actually called for
Pakistan to withdraw from
Kashmir as a precondition
for plebiscite.

Five days after the terror
attacks at Pahalgam, Chi-
na’s foreign minister Wang
Yi spoke to his Pakistani
counterpart and advocated
“swift and fair investigation”
and said that “conflict does
not serve the fundamental
interests of either India or
Pakistan, nor does it benefit
regional peace and stabil-
ity”. Though China itself
may not entertain any “fair
investigation” into terror at-
tacks on its soil, it does look
out for a way otit of rising
tension and conflict.

China’s policy makers
and analysts do not see any
problem with Pakistan, nor
is much stock placed on
democracy, civil society, the
judiciary or the media. For
China, Pakistan and its army
are agood betthathelps Bei-
jing balance India and power
equations in the region.

With $52 billion in in-
vestment in CPEC projects,
over $20 billion in arms
supplies, several billion dol-
lars in aid and loans, China
today feels “entitled” to in-
tervene in Pakistan as it has
a high stake in the country,
particularly at a time China
has been feeling the heat of
President Trump’s mounting
tariffs. It is also confronted
with the relocation of several
multinational companies
like Apple from China to
other destinations in South
Asia and India, In such a
situation, China could also
do with supportive countries
like Pakistan. India needs to
address this issue.

(Dr. Srikanth Kondapalli
isProfessor in Chinese Stud-
ies at Jawaharlal Nehru
University) (Syndicate: The
Billion Press) (email: edi-
tor@thebillionpress. org)



"Useplants to bring life.

— Douglas Wilson

The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXVII No.267

SHILLONG, SATURDAY, MAY 10,2025

CUET: Good Intent, Shoddy Application
THE introduction of the Common University En-
trance Test (CUET) in 2022 might have been well
intended but its application is haphazard and does not
take into consideration the difficulties that students
from small towns and rural habitats face to travel
outside the state to write the Test. Now writing an
entrance test is fine if such tests are held in locations
within the candidate’s state. But for students to have
to travel to other states involves needless expenditure
which pinches the pockets of those who scrimp and
scrounge just to support their children’s education
up to the time they pass their higher secondary lev-
els. Now to have to spend money not only to travel
outside the state but also for accommodation and
other expenses for at least three days is a huge bur-
den that many parents can ill afford. For many who
have never stepped out of the state, having to sit for
an examination in an alien environment is traumatic
enough. It can be assumed that they might not be
able to do well in the CUET due to the unfamiliar

surroundings.

CUET is a case of good intent but faulty ap-
plication. The test is conducted by India’s National
Testing Agency (NTA) and is meant to help students
get admission to courses in 45 central universities,
including for doctorate, undergraduate, postgradu-
ate, integrated postgraduate, certification courses,
diploma, and research programs. In addition, many
central universities and state universities in India
accept CUET scores for admission. Earlier, the ad-
mission process for undergraduate and postgraduate
programs varied across central universities in India
with each university conducting its own entrance
test. It was to streamline this process and ensure
consistency that the Ministry of Education intro-
duced the CUET. The main purpose for conducting
the CUET is to provide a level playing field and
equal opportunity to each student and to end the
subjective bias inherent in entrance tests conducted

by individual universities.

The CUET provides students with a clear un-
derstanding of their rank, allowing them to assess
their position in the admission process. Hence itis a
transparent process. It also eliminates the competi-
tion based on cut-off marks and allows for a more
equitable admission system. As a result of CUET,
central universities are able to take in students from
a broader pool of candidates and to get the most
deserving students for their courses. To that extent
CUET cannot be faulted. Itis the faulty implementa-
tion that is to be addressed. State governments have
to have some say in the matter and impress upon the
Ministry of Education that the CUET be held ineach
state for students of that state but undier strict super-
vision in the same manner that other examinations
are also held and supervised. Last year the CUET
was conducted in North Eastern Hill University
(NEHU) and turned out to be a disaster. The reason
was that there was not enough preparation time and
the faculty were not involved inthe process. Students
coming from distant villages left without writing the
test as they had to wait interminably to be called
to the respective examination hall. This is patently
unfair and needs to be urgently addressed.

Letters to the Editor

Struggles of
Meghalaya’s
students: A

system in crisis

Editor,

How can we expect stu-
dents to compete nation-
ally when we havent even
given them the means to
show up?

The educational infra-
structure in Meghalaya is
failing its students, and the
consequences are dire. Stu-
dents, particularly those
from economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds, are
being forced to travel hun-
dreds ofkilometres to appear
for crucial exams such as
the CUET due to the lack
of local testing centres. This
travel imposes both a finan-
cial and emotional burden,
especially when students are
required to stay in unfamiliar
places for extended periods.
In some cases, students are
opting not to appear for the
exams at all due to these
overwhelming circumstanc-
es, while others are pushed to
their limits, battling exhaus-
tion and stress.

This situation mirrors the
systemic neglect faced last
year by students who went to
North Eastern Hill University
(NEHU), who also struggled
with inadequate resources
and logistical challenges.
Despite such previous fail-
ures, the administration has
not learned from its mistakes
and has left students strug-

gling once again.

But it’s not just about
travel and infrastructure.
The curriculum discrep-
ancy between MBOoSE books
and NCERT for students
pursuing political science
is another glaring issue.
Arts students, who study
from MBOSE textbooks, find
themselves at a disadvantage
as their material doesn’t
align with the NCERT syl-
labus followed by students
from CBSE schools. As a
result, students are forced to
juggle multiple sources of
information, increasing their
risk of burnout and under-
performance.

For students who dream
ofstudying in prestigious in-
stitutions, these compounded
issues make it even harder
for them to succeed. While
students in science and other
mainstream subjects seem
to fare better with a more
standardised curriculum, arts
students are left to navigate
a broken system, a system
that demotivates rather than
supports, causing many to
reconsider or even abandon
their aspirations.

If Meghalaya’s educa-
tional authorities are serious
about improving student
outcomes and reducing drop-
out rates, they must address
these issues. It is time for
the government to prioritise
infrastructure, educational
resources, and equal op-
portunities for all students,
ensuring that every learner,
regardless of background,
has a fair chance to suc-

Khasi-Garo should be made
compulsory till the 10th Grade

Introducing Khasi and
Garo languages as compul-
sory subjects in school is
a great initiative. Humans
convey meaning, knowl-
edge, social identity and
culture through language
which is the primary me-
dium — (Fromkin, Rod-
man, & Hyams, 2018). For
decades, it has been recorded
that most students from the
Khasi and Garo communi-
ties do not take Khasi and
Garo as a subject in schools
and would rather opt for
Additional English. This is
due to many reasons. Firstly
they find their language very
descriptive and tough and
secondly these subjects are
introduced rather late in
schools. Literature is the ex-
pression of human thought,
feelings, and experiences
through the medium ofwrit-
ten and spoken words, often
distinguished by their artistic
value and capacity to reflect
the culture, history, and iden-
tity of a people. — (Abrams
& Harpham, 2015). Litera-
tures have always been vast,
descriptive and tough but
consistency in learning and
a strong foundation make the
subject attractive.

From a personal perspec-
tive, | attended a school
that didn’t have Khasi as a
subject in the elementary or
Lower Primary Section and
there are many such schools
in Meghalaya. Reflecting on
my school days, I had Hindi
as a compulsory subject till
Class VIII, and never learnt
Khasi. We were introduced
to the Khasi subject much
later in Class VII and were
then taught the basics of
the language; the letters of
the Khasi Alphabet. On the
other hand, | was an inquisi-
tive young lad who read the
Khasi newspapers at a very
young age and hence | do
know bits and pieces of the
language. Credit for this
goes to U Nongsain Hima,
U Mawphor and Kynjat-
shai. Part of the problem is
that students are often not
exposed to their mother lan-
guage at the elementary or
Lower Primary sections.

Ideally making Khasi and
Garo languages compul-
sory in school is necessary
considering that children
need to learn, their mother
language before they learn
other languages. In Pun-
jab for instance, Punjabi
is taught as a compulsory
subject from Class I to Class
X, some schools that | know
and personally witnessed
taught the language right
from Upper KG. The sub-
ject is made compulsory
for both Punjabi speaking
students and others. The Pun-

ceed.
Yours etc.,
Krish Marwein &
Josephine Bareh,
Via email

Conrad K
Sangma-A
Chief Minister
who stands
with the people

Editor,

In today’s political cli-
mate, it’s not often that
you come across a leader
who truly connects with the
people. But Meghalaya’s
Chief Minister, Conrad K
Sangma, has built a genuine
bond with the public—one
that goes well beyond the
usual boundaries of politics.
Warm, approachable, and
down-to-earth, he’s rightly
earned the title ofa People’s
CM.

One of the key ways he
keeps in touch with citizens
is through the CM Con-
nect initiative. It’s more
than just a government pro-
gramme—it’s a way for the
Chief Minister to directly
engage with people from
all walks of life, hear their
concerns first-hand, and act
on them. Rather than stay-
ing confined to government
offices, Conrad K Sangma
makes it a point to travel to
even the most far-flung vil-
lages, bringing governance
closer to the ground and
making it feel more human
and accessible.

By Emidao Shylla

jab Learning of Punjabi and
Other Languages Act 2008
was enacted to make Pun-
jabi a compulsory subject in
all schools across the state
whether government, pri-
vate or those affiliated with
other boards. The Act states
that Punjabi is a mandatory
subject that all schools must
follow regardless of the me-
dium ofinstructions or board
affiliation.

Remarkably, it also men-
tions that schools which do
not comply with the law
would be penalised with fines
ranging from Rs 25,000 to Rs
2,000,00 based on the num-
ber of offences committed.
Fundamentally, the act aims
to promote Punjabi language
and culture. On the other
hand, the Punjabi Learning
of Punjabi and Other Lan-
guages, (Amendment) Bill
2021 recommends that Hindi
must be taught as a compul-
sory subject from Classes
111 to VI, while Punjabi as
a compulsory subject from
Classes | to X.

Children at a very tender
age can learn as many lan-
guages as possible, depend-
ing on the environment and
society they are raised in
(Bialystok, E. 2001). Narra-
tives ofthe past have shown
that teaching students’ more
than one language creates
confusion, however research
studies have different in-
terpretations altogether. In
a study published in 2010,
psychologist Esther Adi-
Japha and her colleagues
at Bar-ilan University in
Israel found that four- to five-
year-old bilingual children
showed more creativity than
did their monolingual peers
when asked to draw a fan-
tastical house or flower. The
monolingual childrentended
to draw flowers with missing
petals or leaves, whereas
the bilingual children drew
imaginary hybrids, such
as a “kite-flower” and a
“robot-house,” indicating
a superior ability to grasp
abstract concepts. Hence
learning another language
does not confuse children,
rather it enhances their cog-
nitive abilities, improves
communication skills and
fosters a deeper appreciation
for diverse cultures.

While implementing the
Khasi and Garo languages
as compulsory subjects for
students of other communi-
ties may not be viable, it
will benefit society at large
in one way or the other.
Meghalaya has no common
local language with which
to communicate with people

What really sets him
apart, though, is that his
connection with people isn’t
limited to official meetings
or speeches. He’s often seen
joining in with the everyday
lives of locals. A recent and
memorable example Was
when he played a friendly
match of cricket with the
youth in Rengmalgre village,
a village in Garo Hills and
in Upper Shillong. It wasn’t
just about the game—it was
a moment that showed his
genuine interest in the youth
and his belief in building
trust and confidence with the
next generation.

Anotherheartfelt moment
came during a visit to Syn-
tung, a scenic village nes-
tled in the East Khasi Hills.
There, he was welcomed by
a group of local musicians
performing. Rather than just
watching, he joined them in
a jam session—a sponta-
neous and sincere gesture
that left a mark on those
present. Deeply moved by
their talent, he immediately
announced financial sup-
port to help them grow their
musical journey. It was a
touching example of how
he values local culture and
is quick to offer real support
to grassroots talent.

Having a Chief Minister
s0 hands-on and personally
involved with people’s lives
is both refreshing and en-
couraging. Conrad K Sang-
ma shows us that leadership
isn’t just about policies and
plans—it’s about being pres-
ent, listening closely, and

belonging to the Khasi and
Garo community. It saddens
me that speakers from Khasi
and Garo languages would
communicate with each other
in English or Hindi, in anon-
Hindi speaking state. The in-
troduction ofthese languages
as compulsory subjects up to
Class X would enrich the fu-
ture of linguistics in the state
in the coming years.

Practical examples can
be seen in government
schools in remote villages of
Mawkyrwat, where teachers
from the city are appointed
to teach students, most of
whom belong to the Garo
community. These teachers
often struggle to do justice
to their work because stu-
dents only understand Garo,
while the teachers can com-
municate only in English,
Khasi, and Hindi. In some
cases, teachers posted in
these areas are from Shillong
or the other district head-
quarters and they do not even
know Hindi. The teachers do
not know the ABC of Garo
language and the students
know nothing about Hindi
or English. There are wide
language barriers between
students and teachers. Hence
introduction of these lan-
guages will bring about a
significant change in the
education system. Learning a
new language opens doors to
cultural exchange, fostering
empathy, appreciation, and
better relationships between
different communities —
Kramsch, C. (1998). This
will not be solely beneficial
to the educational sector but
a cross-cultural exchange of
language and culture among
the students.

As citizens of this State
we ought to have questioned
many things but how many
of us pause to ponder and
take a moment to think of
an alternative picture. Ques-
tions like why are the youth
of Meghalaya good in Eng-
lish while they have English
fillers when they speak their
own mother tongues? Do
they speak English or do they
actually speak in English?
Do the youth speak in Khasi
or do they speak Khasi? How
many of them speak their
mother tongue without add-
ing aword or two in English
in their conversations? What
may be the root cause of
this? Who coined the terms
‘Khalish’, ‘Galish’ or “Jal-
ish’? Why was there a need
for these words to be coined
at all? Who influences the
youth or the speakers? Why
is itthat Khasi youth, despite
being inthe company oftheir

showing care in real, visible
ways. Whether through CM
Connect, picking up acricket
bat with local youth, or sup-
porting village musicians on
the spot, he brings a heartfelt
touch to governance.
Meghalaya is truly for-
tunate to have a leader who
doesn’t just lead from the
front, but walks side by side
with the people.
Yours etc;
Rishanlang Khongwir,
Via email

Pope Leo
XI1V’s election
a miracle

of sorts

Editor

The impossible has hap-
pened. The Vatican has bro-
ken its reticence with respect
to the US and elected the first
ever American Pope —the
second from the Americas.
Based onthe status ofthe US
as a global superpower, this
reticence is justified. Given
the might a superpower al-
ready possesses, itis perhaps
too worldly to produce a
pontiff. Yet, more than any
other nation, a superpower
—even one like the US, with
its system of checks and
balances - stands in need
of spiritual guidance and
vigilance. So, why did the
conclave break with tradition
and vote for a US pope —the
first ever? Perhaps to deter
the abominable four now
ruling this nation - Trump,
Vance, Homan, and Musk.

own community and fully
ableto speaktheir native lan-
guage, often revertto English
rather than in Khasi? Why is
English given priority over
the Khasi and Garo language
among the youth population?
Decades have passed and
today, it is time to admit and
acknowledge the problem
and its root cause.

Perhaps the implementa-
tion of these two languages
as compulsoiy subjects will
right the decades of wrong
inflicted on students. Ad-
ditionally, it will also be an
added advantage ifthe Gov-
ernment of India recognises
the two languages under the
Eighth Schedule. Possibly at
that time we might witness
dozens of students clearing
the UPSC Examinations.
One should remember that
bright students are not only
confined to cities and towns
but in the remotest hamlets
of the state and the country.
There are bright students
inhabiting the remote vil-
lage of Meghalaya and they
are adept at speaking and
expressing themselves well
in their, mother tongues,
while English is their sec-
ondary language. Could the
language gap be the obstacle
that hinders Meghalaya from
producing IAS, IPS, and IFS
officers? Now it’s'time to
bridge that gap. The enact-
ment of the Khasi and Garo
languages as compulsory
subjects will help Meghalaya
inthe long run.

The youth residing in cit-
ies and towns have an unfair
advantage in that they can
express themselves fluently
in English, since they are
exposed to the language at
a tender age or at the start of
their lives. Similarly, youth
dwelling in villages can
express well in their mother
tongue simply because their
mother tongue takes prece-
dence over other languages.

Tosumup, itwill be inter-
esting to know the number of
students from among the ST
candidates from the city and
smaller towns of Meghalaya
who have cleared the SSLC
examination 2025, opting
for MIL (Khasi/Garo) over
Additional English. Without
taking the pain of doing re-
search, | can hypothetically
mention that the percent-
age of students opting for
Additional English will be
more than those who opted
for MIL (Khasi/Garo). (This
hypothesis is based on the
observations highlighted in
the content above).

These observations have
disturbed me for a very long
time and it’s about time that
itis shared with readers here
for their consideration.

Indeed, Pope Leo, the
XIV, may be the only person
on earth, capable of correct-
ing, reining in, scolding,
and guiding the abominable
four. A quiet reserved man
- modest, humble and self-
controlled —Pope Leo ap-
pears like the very antithesis
of Donald Trump. Unlike
politicians, popes are sup-
posed to draw their earthly
power —not from money,
or votes —but from God. As
chiefvicars of God, they are
supposed to guide human
affairs, at a human (not a
mystical) level. Yetthe more
saintly of popes also possess
the metaphysical and mysti-
cal power to bless human
affairs. | fervently believe
that it was Pope Francis'
blessing that caused Trump
to meet with Zelenski in St.
Peter's Basilica before his
funeral.

Pope Leo has been de-
scribed as a centrist. Like
Pope Francis, he isperhaps a
humanitarianwho transcends
Left and Right. One thing is
clear. He seems to possess
the moral authority (which
no college credentials can
give us) to take Trump and
his minions to task.

Surely this choice ofpope
was divine dispensation and
a miracle!

Yours etc.,
Deepa Majumdar,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Reducing Import Dependence
and Strengthening Domestic
Manufacturing

By Mmhonlumo Kikon ~

India’s industrial strategy
is undergoing a significant
transformation in response to
global geopolitical shifts and
supply chain realignments.
The government’s renewed
focus is on self-reliance
(Atmanirbhar Bharat), tech-
nological innovation, and
strategic global partnerships.
Insights from a conversation
that I had with .Shri Am-
ardeep Singh Bhatia, IAS,
Secretary ofthe Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
highlight how India is steer-
ing its industrial ecosystem
towards resilience, inclusiv-
ity, and global competitive-
ness. And in the light of
the increasing reliance on
technology, as evidenced
from the war in Ukraine and
elsewhere, it is necessary to
revisit the strides that India
has made in this important
sector. The following are the
salient points discussed with
him before the onset of the
present conflict.

India’s reliance on im-
ports for key components-
such as lithium-ion batteries,
industrial machinery, and
raw materials, particularly
from China-poses both stra-
tegic and economic risks.
The government’s approach
is holistic, stimulating both
demand and supply to build
a robust domestic industrial
base. The Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme,
with atotal outlay ofRs 1.97
lakh crore, is a cornerstone
policy designed to boost
domestic manufacturing and
reduce importdependence in
sectors like solar PV mod-
ules, advanced chemistry
cell (ACC) batteries, and
telecom equipment..

Quality Control Orders
(QCOs) have been effective
in curbing the import of
substandard products. For
example, in the toy sector,
imports droppedby 52% and
exports rose by .239% from
FY 2014-15 to FY 2022-23.
This model is being ex-
tended to high-priority sec-
tors such aselectric Vehicles
(EVs) and renewable energy,
with initiatives like the PM
Surya Ghar Miift Bijlee Yo-
jana aimed at driving both
demand and supply chain
resilience.

Support for MSMEs and
startups is being provided
through the Raising and
Accelerating MSME Per-
formance (RAMP) scheme,
which focuses on innova-
tion, sustainability, and mar-
ket access. Over four lakh
MSMEs have benefited from
this initiative. Additionally,
the government is promot-
ing R&D in alternate battery
chemistries, such as sodium-
ion, under missions like
MAHA-EV, launched by the
Anusandhan National Re-
search Foundation (ANRF).
The MAHA-EV mission,
in particular, is driving re-
search in tropical EV bat-
teries, power electronics,
and charging infrastructure,
positioning India as a future
leader in electric mobility
solutions.

Catalyzing India’s EV

Ecosystem

Reducing oil imports and
advancing clean mobility are
central to India’s climate and
industrial policies. Since
COP26, the government has
expanded EV infrastructure,
committed to achieving 500
GW of non-fossil energy
capacity by 2030, and set a
net-zero target for 2070.

Schemes such as FAME-
Il and the National Elec-
tric Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP) 2020 have pro-
vided upfront incentives
for EV buyers. The recently
launched PM E-DRIVE
scheme, with an outlay ofRs
10,900 crore, aims to further
boost EV purchases and ex-
pand charging infrastructure
until March 2026. The EV
sector is projected to grow
at a 45.5% CAGR between
2022 and 2030, creating
a fertile environment for
domestic manufacturing of
EV components and battery
systems.

The government is also
leading by example, with
officials-including Shri
Bhatia-adopting EVs in
their own operations. This
comprehensive approach,

from demand incentives to
supply chain development,
is designed to make India a
global leader in EV manu;
facturing.

Strategic International
Collaborations in
Emerging Technologies

While self-reliance is-a
priority, strategic interna-
tional collaborations are
essential, especially in ad-
vanced and emerging tech-
nologies. Through initiatives
like the U.S.-India Initiative
on Critical and Emerging
Technology (iCET), India
is partnering with global
leaders in semiconductors,
quantum computing, Al, and
biotechnology.

The Quad framework has
further strengthened these
collaborations, with projects
such as the Indo-Pacific Lo-
gistics Network and the Al-
ENGAGE initiative for ag-
ricultural innovation. Ajoint
fund exceeding USD -J.5
million has been allocated
for collaborative research.
India’s G20 presidency also
emphasized technology-
driven inclusive growth-and
the development of digital
public infrastructure.

These efforts demon-
strate India’s commitment
to co-developing cutting-
edge solutions with global
partners, ensuring that do-
mestic innovation benefits
from shared expertise aa4
research synergies. .. >.

Strengthening Globa)

Trade through Lines

of Credit

To promote industrial
growth arid exports, India
has actively utilized: con-
cessional Lme:s of Credit
(LOCs) to enhance trasjfeties
and infrastructure develop-
ment in partner countries.
Under the Indian Develop-
ment and Economic As-
sistance Scheme (IDEAS),
over 300 LOCs worth USD
32 billionhave been extend-
ed to 68 countries, support-
ing India’s “Neighbourhood
First” and “Global Soutft”
strategies. These LOCs fa-
cilitate diplomatic goodwill,
mutual economic benefit,
and market access for Indian
businesses, particularly in
sectors like railways, IT, and
agriculture.

Bolstering Intellectual’
Property for Innovation
Security

A robust intellectual
property (IP) regime is vital
for safeguarding innova-
tion. India has made sig-
nificant progress through
policies supporting startups,
fee reductions, and expe-
dited patent examination.
The National Intellectual
Property Awareness Mis-
sion (NIPAM) has reached
over two million students,
and the IP Mitra scheme
provides expert guidance
for startups.

The introduction of a re-
gional-language adaptation
ofthe WIPO IP Diagnostics
Tool has streamlined the. IP
filing process. Patent grants
in Indiahave increased from
5,978 in 2014-15 to over
103,000 in 2023-24, and
startup patent filings have
risen more than tenfold since
2016-17. However, enforce-
ment in cyberspace, phar-
maceuticals, and economic
offenses remains an ongoing
challenge, though the gov-
ernment is actively working
to strengthen these areas.

Conclusion

India’s industrial and in-
novation policy is multi-di-
mensional, aiming to reduce
strategic dependencies, en-
hance domestic capabilities,
embrace global technolo-
gies, and build a resilient
ecosystem for startups and
MSMEs. As highlighted by
Amardeep Singh Bhatia,
India’s path forward is one
of confident self-reliance,
underpinned by strategic
global partnerships and
robust domestic capacity-
building. The pursuit of
technological sovereignty,
sustainable growth, and ex-
port competitiveness marks
a pivotal shift in India’s
industrial joumey-balancing
ambition with pragmatism.

(The writer is Fellow,
India Technology Policy,
Pacific Forum)
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People hope newPopewill protect Amezonrain forest

he-bishop sat quietly near the front row,

hands folded, listening as Indigenous

leaders and church workers spoke about
the threats to Peru's northern forests, a part of
the Amazon rain forest. It was 2016, a year af-
ter Laudato Si, Pope Francis' encyclical on the
environment.

When he was up to speak, the bishop didn't
preach though he was in his city of Chiclayo as
host of a regional gathering. Instead, he reflected
on things he had seen.

"It's a very important encyclical,” he said.

"It also represents something new in terms of
this explicit expression of the church's con-
cern for all of creation.” That bishop, Robert
Prevost, is now Pope Leo XIV.

"He was always very welcoming, very close
to the people,” Laura Vargas, secretary of the
Interreligious Council of Peru, who helped
organize the event, recalled in a phone inter-
view with The Associated Press.

"He had no problem saying yes when we
proposed it - he was genuinely interested in
social pastoral work." Since then, Prevost
deepened his ties with interfaith environmen-
tal networks like the Interfaith Rainforest
Initiative and Indigenous organizations such
as AIDESEP, which place forest protection
and rights at the center of Church concern.

Such credentials have brought hope to
clergymen and faithful in the Amazon region,

a vast area with 48 million residents and 6.7
million square kilometers (2.6 million square
miles) in South America. They see Chicago-
born Prevost, who spent about two decades in
Peru's countryside, as a pontiff who protect
the region and fight against climate change.

NAVIGATING THE AMAZON

Many Catholics have said they believe

Prevost's experience as bishop of Chiclayo,
a city of 630,000 residents in Northern Peru
and not too far from the Amazon, was one
of the key reasons he was chosen. They also
said the pontiffs hands-on experience in an
impoverished area far from major cities could
also serve him well in dealing with the Ama-
zon and navigating its challenges.

The Amazon is a key regulator of the climate,
as its dense forests absorb carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas that when released into the at-
mosphere heats the planet. But many parts of the
Amazon are under threat from a wide range of
illegal activities: farmers clearing trees to raise
cows, gold miners dredging rivers and destroy-
ing local ecosystems and land-grabbers seizing
territories. Wildfires and droughts, exacerbated
by climate change, have also hit Amazon com-
munities hard in recent years.

Prevost is well acquainted with these issues,

having presided over the Pontifical Commission
for Latin America, which helped him bond with
colleagues of the nine countries touched by the
Amazon. Many of them are among the 105 bishops
of an organization he openly supports, the Pan-
Amazonian Ecclesial Network, a Catholic Church
network focused on the Amazon region.

"l spoke to him a number times about the
Amazon and the environment. He doesn't need to
be convinced of its importance,” said Cardinal

Pedro Barreto, the president of the network, who
has known Prevost since he became the bishop
of Chiclayo in 2015.

Brazilian Friar Paulo Xavier agrees.

"Leo will follow Francis; we are going forward
with environment protection,” Xavier said. "The
Holy Spirit has acted on our behalf." Xavier is
based in Manaus, a city of 2 million residents in
the Amazon which received its first-ever cardinal
appointed by Francis in 2022: the now 74-year-
old archbishop Leonardo Steiner, an enthusiast
of Laudato Si.

‘Star-Gazing’

By Pi. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecastl

Moon is forming an angle of 150 degrees with Venus on your solar return chart
and it will give mixed results. You could indulge in multiple love affairs. But will
not be so lucky in love matters. You will have break ups soon. It will cause you
some pain but you will quickly come out of it. A right person will come in your life
ail of a sudden bringing lot of joy and bliss. You will think about marriage. But
take decision after a thoughtful consideration. You should invest your money
after taking proper expert advice. Those who are professionals/businessmen
will do well. Those who want to go abroad for higher studies will be able to do
so0. Finance position is good. You could buy a new property / land | commercial
outlet. You will come in contact with influential persons. It will open the doors
of progress for you. You will also develop religious inclinations. Your elders will
keep blessings.

'This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 mApril 20) The week begins on a positive note. The planetary
configurationindicatesthatyourefforts.confidenceandcourage
bring success in monetary gains and your energy increases for
work projects. Your job environment is lively. Your outlook on
life has been a little more serious and responsible. In the past
while, you might have reached out to others in an attempt to
validate yourself, looking for ways to boost your confidence.

, Health is likely to prosperand medical procedures or programs,
if necessary, are more likely to be successful.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) This week brings love, harmony and entertainment
in professional and personal relations. Your physical body
and mannerisms are a focus. There would be a newfound
identity and a realistic understanding of your own limitations

* and your capabilities as well. In terms of career and projects,
outward signs of progress would lay a foundation for future
success and progress. Lifeless or outworn relationships may
have been especially hard to bear for you. You could take up
some form of physical program that completely changes the
way you feel about yourself. The things that give you joy and
positive feedback figure prominently and you feel renewed
and regenerated.
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Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) This phase brings success in professional and
personal relations. You would feel particularly strong and
personally powerful. There is no such thing as playing the

\ / victim, you're the victor and you feel it. You enjoy an increased
itJT ability to concentrate and focus on what really matters to you.
Jin k itWould be wise to make something of your hobbies-even ifit

doesn't bring an income, you mightfind thatexpressing yourself
creatively really helps to define yourself and to understand
yourself better. Health is likely to be balanced.

Cancer- (June 22 - July 22) This is favorable period for hobbies, sports and
competitive exams. Your creative abilities are reflected in your
outlook on life and love and romance are life experiences
you strongly identify with. You display great skill? in sports or
physical activity that wins you appreciation and an opportunity
to travel. Try to be just and fair when making decisions, as
you do your best to see both sides of an issue. People notice
and admire you for your pleasant and cheerful personality.
You are bolder in expressing your love, yet not aggressive
either Artistic self-expression is important, possibly through
music, fashion and writing. A strong desire for companionship
dominates at this time.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)The first phase of this week increases confidence
and courage at work place. It's a great time to do something
entirely new and pioneering. Discussions and ideas about

r*  finances and material security figure strongly. Although you. like
the good things of life and may spend quite a hit on clothes,
furniture, and entertainment, your innate sense of security will
not permit you to go overboard to the point of extravagance.

You will have the ability to build up financial reserves and

resources, for this planetary placement can bring a good deal

of success in all monetary pursuits.

fljy

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)An excellent week for money, career, and
romance awaits you. Friends and loved ones take priority.
You don'tfind yourselflacking in opportunities to socialize. You
are likely to enjoy a strong feeling of happiness and solidarity
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in friendship, or with groups of like-minded individuals. You
are more peace loving than usual and slightly detached on a
personal level as you feel drawn towards religion and spiritual-
ism. This is a good time for research and meditation; but do
avoid being dragged down by issues that have outgrown their
worth and purpose. Examining the past in order to improve
the future is certainly worthwhile, as long as you don't waste
your energy.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)The planetary configuration brings suc-
cess, responsibility and maturity. You have much energy for
new moneymaking projects, or for stepping up existing ones.
Matters of the heart touch you deeply. You may willingly play
a supportive role to the family and offer compassion and

£ I selfless love. This is a rather happy, goal-oriented time on the
professional front. Relationships take on a fun outlook and
activities with children increase. You possess extra charm in
your professional interactions. A new affair is in the offing for
the unattached. More opportunities to socialize and network
could present themselves now.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) This period is good for money, family,
status and happiness. Money matters come into focus for you.
You adopt a serious approach to business because you are
in the spotlight. The desire for some form of recognition and
financial success is apparent. Being part of a community or
circleoffriendsand building yoursocialnetworkisimportantto
you at this time. Your love life is more attractive and charming.
Public relations work, marketing, promotional activities and
other such endeavors are favored now. You may face some
minor ailments on the health front.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21) Diplomacy, correctness in manner,
finesse, and charm will be a big plus in aiding financial gains,
especially in areas requiring public contact. You feel drawn
to intellectuals with whom you can communicate well and
exchange ideas. You know how to relate to others and you
do so in a natural and warm manner. Recognition is likely to
come your way whether you ask for it or not along with the
responsibility that comes right along with it. Do what you feel
is right, keeping in mind that you are in the limelight during
this phase.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)This is an excellent time to create a
budget or financial plan, or to rid yourself of old habits that
undermine your sense of personal power and self-mastery.
Smoothening out your close personal relationships is what
makes you happy. If single, you are more than willing to enter
into a committed relationship. In general, you are adaptable
whenitcomestoyouraffections.Foreignplacesmayparticularly
appeal now. You tend to be expansive and generous when it
comes to love. Dealing with one situation at a time releases
some tension and anxiety.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) TBusiness expansion and new profes-
sional opportunities are worth considering at this time. On a
more practical level, you may be dealing with joint finances
and shared resources. Social life takes priority in your life.
You would become serious about family relations and feel
responsible towards them. Social interactions of a personal,
one-on-one kind are emphasized. Conflicts with a partner over
values or personal possessions are likely to occur. You are
more willing than usual to explore life's secrets. Taking care
of business is your main focus. A health routine started now
is likely to be successful.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) This isa generous, pleasantly emotional, and
creative phase. Striking a balance between your attention to
your career and to your family life is necessary. Taking steps
to improve your family and home life as well as your career
and public life will be in order. You will aiso thoroughly enjoy
artistic, musical, or cultural events and activities, especially in
the company of a loved one. You need the energies, compan-
ionship, and support of other people, and they may also seek
out your support and companionship. However, bending too
much to the will of another is not advised either.

Steiner, Xavier and the Manaus archdiocese
have invested to get the encyclical into the hands
of locals, even when that means jumping on small,
motorized canoes through the brown waters of the
Negro River to reach isolated villages injourneys
that can last days on a boat.

POPE FOR ACTION
In November 2024, the Vatican News reported
that Prevost calle.d for more action to tackle cli-

mate change and protect the environment during
a seminar in Rome. He cited efforts the Vatican
has taken such as installing solar panels arid
electric vehicles.

On the social media platform X, Prevost has
reposted messages about protecting the environ-
ment. One message he reposted on April 1, 2017,
expressed concern about emissions of carbon
dioxide, a planet-warming gas, during President
Donald Trump's his first term.

Laura Vicuna,- an Indigenous woman of the Kar-
iri people and the vice president of the Ecclesial

Conference of the Amazon Region, said in a let-
ter published on social media that she hopes the
pope will be an ally in the fight against climate
change. The conference was created by Francis.in
2020 to promote discussion between clergymen
and laypeople.

"From our dear Amazon, we plead with you
to be our ally in the defense of what is the most
sacred for us; life, land and right's,” Vicuna
wrote.

Indigenous peoples like Vicuna's Kariri are
often regarded as key protectors of the Ama-
zon, but for many years they have been forced
out of their lands by criminals, deforestation
and famine, as seen in the Yanomami lands
in Northern Brazil in 2023.

Spaniard Luis Ventura, the executive-
secretary of Brazil's Indigenous Missionary
Council, said he prays for the new pope to
keep his eyes close to the Amazon, with a
special attention to the Indigenous. Founded
in 1972, the council had rare occasions to
meet with pontiffs until Francis rose in 2013.
Its members hope Leo doesn't change that.

"Leo XIV will have a big impact on the
Amazon," said Ventura. "His life was always
with the people in Peru, and that allows us
to think the church will be deep into the
territory."

CLIMATE URGENCY

Francis showed great interest in the Ama-
zon during his pontificate. Four years after
Laudato Si, he hosted the Amazon Synod,
which sought "new Paths for the Church
and for an integral ecology.” Rose Bertoldo,
one of the secretaries of the Manaus arch-
diocese, said she is hopeful for the region's
future under Leo, given it would build on
Francis' interest. She added the new pontiff
will have a chance to visit Brazil, the nation
with the most Catholics in the world, during
this year's U.N. climate summit, known as
COP30, in the Amazonian city of Belem in
November.

"We know that the urgencies and the chal-
lenges in the Amazon will be bigger because
of the global political context of division. We

need him at COP," Bertoldo said.

Irish priest Peter Hughes, who spent most of
his life in Peru, met Prevost shortly after he ar-
rived in the Andean nation in 1985. They quickly
became friends, and would see each other when
the bishop of Chiclayo was in the capital Lima.

"Back then, (Prevost) was worried about ex-
tractivism in the Amazon and the effect it had
on the poor,"” said Hughes, referring to the new
pontiff. "Now it is a much more complex world,
the urgency is evident.”

(The Associated Press)

Insect trafficking poses risk
to wildlife, human health

attempting to smuggle more than 5,000 ants

out of Kenya. Aiming to sell them as part of
the exotic pet trade, these ants were being stored
in individual test tubes and syringes with small
amounts of cotton wool for transportation. This
unusual case highlights an important yet overlooked
aspect of wildlife trafficking.

Wildlife trafficking is a crime against nature
which occurs mainly because of consumer demand.
Trafficking refers to the illegal smuggling and
continued exploitation of wild animals, plants or
timber. That includes, as in this case, insects.

Much conservation effort,
reporting, study and en-
forcement activity focuses
on recognised species such
as rhinos. Wildlife traf-
ficking is often associated
more with these charismatic
species and products made
from them such as elephant
tusks and rhino horn.

But wildlife trafficking
includes a whole spectrum
of illicit animal trade from
poaching and smuggling to
the distribution of protected
and endangered species.

There is also thriving il-
legal trade in insects.

For avid collectors, tro-
phies and the exotic pet
trade a wide array of in-
sects have been seized over
the years including rhino
beetles into Japan, praying
mantis eggs into the US
and butterflies out of Sri
Lanka.

Globally, insect species are declining. This is
caused by an array of threats such as pollution, pes-
ticides, climate change and urbanisation. Although
the extent of the harm being caused by trafficking
is unknown, this adds further pressure to species
that already face extinction.

Protections for insects vary. The conservation
status of each ant species affects their level of
protection both nationally and internationally.

Ants that are on the red list - which is the larg-
est classification of endangered species produced
by the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) - and classed as critically endan-
gered or endangered cannot be captured, killed or
disturbed in any manner. An example is the anath-
ema ant, which is currently listed as an endangered
species.

International law puts controls on wildlife that
may be threatened by trade. Some ants are pro-
tected under UK law which makes it an offence to
disturb or destroy the nests of species like the red

F our men were recently arrested and fined for

wood ant.

This case shows how wildlife trafficking extends
to areas such as the smuggling of, and illegal trade,
in ants. Some organised crime groups have moved
from smuggling drugs and weapons to trafficking in
plants, medicinal compounds and animals - include
ing insects. Organised crime can include smaller
and partially disorganised groups and networks.
Where there is money to be made smuggling, net-
works will target wildlife.

The scale of the insect smuggling problem is
unknown. Many cases will go unreported due to the
clandestine nature of the trade. As such, both law

enforcement and the wider
public might not know or
care about this being an
offence.

Although there have been
some insect trade seizures,
law enforcement agencies
are often underresourced and
may view wildlife crimes as

o/ “isjfljji a low priority in comparison
A-. iSM to other areas of criminality,
mKr~ # 1 such as drugs.

Often, insects are easily
concealed. For example, 37
rhino beetles were discov-

™ ered at Los Angeles Interna-
I'Wr || tional airport hidden within
m sweet and crisp packets.

Even once insects are
seized, it can be difficult to
identify the species to find
out whether they are pro-
tected, given so many dif-
ferent levels of protections
for species internationally.

JppWF
N

Invasive species risk

Insect trafficking could introduce non-native
species to new places. If they establish a breeding
population and pose a threat to local ecosystems,
they can become known as "invasive species”. Inva-
sive species can outcompete native species for food.
Some destroy habitats. Others have the potential to
bring new diseases to a country.

Not only can invasive insects pose threats to the
environment such as the ongoing issue of invasive
Asian hornets within Europe, but also affect people.
Hawaii spends US$10 million (£7.5 million) on
invasive species control measures - US$2.4 mil-
lion of that is set aside just for coconut rhinoceros
beetles.

Although predicting which species and when
they may become invasive is a challenge, insect
trafficking can cause serious consequences. Under-
valuing some species protections provides avenues
for traffickers, so enforcing trafficking laws for all

wildlife, including insects, is crucial.
(The Conversation)
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Confusion confounded

IT came like atornado - and ended in a whimper. In-
dians remain totally confused as to how a “‘ceasefire”
was effected abruptly after raising passions to a high
pitch. More importantly, the people are more confused
asto how a“‘ceasefire” was announced by US President
Donald Trump from the comfort of his home and on
his Twitter handle. The confusion on multiple fronts is
compounded by the fact that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi avoided addressing the nation. It’s up to the gov-
ernment to take a decision whether to continue an offen-
sive or not, based on the ground realities and evolving
situations. An unsubstantiated claim now is that the US
received “alarming intelligence” from its sources. This
perceived N-threat, at this hour, could simply be “fod-
der” for the over-excited Indian channels to give some
solace to their highly disappointed viewers.

Salute to India’s armed forces for their high sense
ofprecision, the admirable courage and the high action
they performed on all fronts, thanks alsoto highmilitary
preparedness India has achieved through decades of
sustained efforts. While stating this unambiguously, it
must also be stressed that some goof-up has occurred
at the political level, due to which Pakistan has obvi-
ously not learned a lesson yet. The denouement must
have come about in amore calculated fashion. Instead,
consider the manner in which Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif rubbished “enemy’” India, praised the Pakistan
military brass and its chief of staff SyedAsim Munir
repeatedly, as also the US and other allies to have ef-
fected a ceasefire. Without doubt, Sharifhad remained
jittery all through the present military engagement,
which affirmatively proved that his country was no
match to India when it came to a direct confrontation.
Yet, he showed the gumptionnow to claimthe Pakistani
forces gave India afitting reply.

India left the stage half way through the engage-
ment -- and in an unacceptable manner. The military
engagement was all about Kashmir. India’s long-held
policy is no third partywouldbe involved in discussions
on Kashmir. Now, the Modi establishment effectively
turned this policy upside down and allowed direct US
involvement. India will in future pay a heavy price
for this. Worse, as geo-strategist Brahma Chellaney
stated, we “seized defeat from thejaws ofvictory”” and
India’s political leadership has not “learnt lessons from
history.” The perfection of India’s indigenous military
technology that was proven in this military engage-
ment, including the role ofthe Brahmos missiles inthe
decimation of key targets in Pakistan, must be hailed.
It’s important that the political leadership must match
itswill with the huge advancements that this nation has
made in defence preparedness and in their effective,
timely use. It should not go unnoticed, also, that the
rebels in Balochistan who took some decisive steps'at
the back of India’s military offensive against Pakistan
are perhaps left high and dry. Who ultimately gained

is open for a detailed analysis.

Letters to the Editor

Balancing physical
& intellectual
merit in Police

recruitment

Editor,

Recently, the Police De-
partment introduced a policy
limiting recruitment to only
20 times the number of va-
cancies after the physical
efficiency test(PET). While
this initiative has its merits,
acloser examination reveals
that the demerits could !far
outweigh the merits. For
the Armed Branch category,
this 20-times policy might
be well justified due to the
nature of marks distribution
and job profile. However,
forthe Unarmed Branch Sub
Inspector (UBSI) category,
it presents significant chal-
lenges.

Data from the 2022 re-
cruitment process for UBSI
shows that the selected can-
didates had PET scores rang-
ing from 50 to 100 marks.
This indicates that even
those who scored as low
as 50 in the PET UBSI can
still compete in the written
examination. Most selected
candidates in 2022 had aver-
age PET scores of 70, 80, or
90, but performed well inthe
written test. However, under
the current policy, candidates
scoring 70 or below would
not qualify for the written
examination. In fact, many
candidates with 80% marks
in the PET would also be
excluded.

If the recruitment board
strictly follows the "20
times” rule, only candidates
with the fastest PET timings,
within the top 20 times the
number ofvacancies, should
be allowed to proceed .to the
written examination. From a
logical perspective, the PET
carries 100 marks, while the
written examination carries

300 marks. This distribution
clearly prioritizes intellec-
tual capability over physical
ability. However, under the
20-times policy, thousands
of physically capable candi-
dates may not even get the
opportunity to compete in
the intellectual test, despite
successfully completing the
PET. Their ability to finish
the test within the required
time itselfproves their physi-
cal competence.

While cost-cutting may
be one reason for this policy,
an important question arises:
Are we willing to compro-

mise the quality ofthe selec-.

tion process, which could
cost the system more in the
long run than what it saves
today? If the flaws in this
policy are Overlooked, it will
not only impact the rights of
aspirants but will also have
long-term consequences on
the police department and
policing as a whole.

A police officer must be
both physically and men-
tally fit; therefore, both tests
should be given due weight-
age. If at all one test must
be prioritized over the other,
it should be the intellectual
test. This means the writ-
ten examination should be
conducted first, selecting
candidates at 20 times the
vacancies, followed by the
PET. However, the current
policy contradicts itself. On
one hand, it seems to value
intellectual capability by
providing 300 marks for it;
on the other hand it allocates
only 100 marks for PET.
Most aspirants will be elimi-
nated on the basis ofthe 100
marks PET, denying them the
opportunity to compete inthe
300 marks test.

In life, change is perma-
nent. We must accept and
appreciate change but such
change/reforms should be
implemented prudently. As

(SIX)

Meghalaya should chip In  Ban cannot destroy
to India’s Silicon story

The winds of change are
sweeping across Northeast
India, and at the heart of
this transformation is a bold
move by the Tata Group:
a 727,000 crore semi-con-
ductor manufacturing facil-
ity taking shape in Jagiroad,
Assam. This isn’t just the
region’s largest private sector
investment ever- it’s a signal
to the nation and the world
that the Northeast is ready to
be a player in India’s high-
tech flrture. For neighbouring
Meghalaya, this development
is both a wake-up call and
a golden opportunity, one
that could forever alter the
state’s economic and social
landscape.

To appreciate the mag-
nitude of what’s happening,
let’s first talk about why
semiconductors matter so
much. These tiny chips are
the unsung heroes of our
digital age. They power ev-
erything from the smart-
phones in our pockets to the
cars we drive, the medical
equipment that saves lives,
and the computers that run
our businesses. India, de-
spite its prowess in software
and IT, has long relied on
importing these essential
components. That reliance
has been a vulnerability that
became painfully clear when
global supply chains faltered
during the pandemic.and
geopolitical tensions. Sud-
denly, factories making cars,
phones, and appliances faced
crippling shortages. It was a
wake-up call: India needs to
make its own chips, notjust
for economic growth, but for
national security and techno-
logical independence.

Now, with the country’s
semiconductor market ex-
pected to double to a stag-
gering $108 billion by 2030,
the stakes are higher than
ever. If India can meet even
part ofthis demand at home,
it means billions saved on
imports, thousands of high-
value jobsfand a seat at
the global technology table.
That’s why Tata’s move into
Assam is such a game-cbang-
er, not just for the company,
but for the entire region.
Imagine the ripple effects.
The new facility is expected
to create more than 25,000'

the saying goes, "Better late
than never." Hopefully, the
government and the recruit-
ment board will take the
necessary steps to ensure that
any reform servesthe intend-
ed purposes effectively.
Yours etc.,
Nam withheld on request
Via email

Government’s
new policy to boost

local businesses

Editor,

As someone who believes
in the power of local busi-
nesses to uplift communities
and drive the economy, the
MDA government’s newly
introduced Policy aimed, at
supporting small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs)
is a promising step forward.
The proposed tax relief of
up to 15%, financial grants
for startups, and low-interest
loans could be a real game-
changer for small business
owners who’ve been strug-
gling. It’s refreshing to see
a policy that recognises the
vital role SMEs play in the
economy and offers practical
support.

Stories like that of Sarah
Thompson, a bakery owner
who can now invest in bet-
ter equipment and hire more
staff, show how impactful
this Policy can be. This sort
of local development initia-
tive benefits not just indi-
viduals, but entire commu-
nities. However, concerns
raised by economists about
sustainability and budget
implications should also be
taken seriously.

Responsible implementa-
tion, phased roll-outs, and
regular reviews will be es-
sential to ensure the long-
term success of this Policy. |
believe that if handled well,
this initiative can spark in-

ByKN Kumar

jobs, both directly and indi-
rectly. And these aren’t just
positions for engineers and
techies. There will be op-
portunities for support staff,
logistics workers, adminis-
trative teams, and a whole
ecosystem of allied indus-
tries. Local businesses - from
transporters to hotels and
restaurants - stand to benefit
from the activity. Suppliers
and ancillary industries will
be drawn, creating a cluster
effectthat could turn the state
into a bona-fide electronics
hub. And with all this activity
comes better roads, more reli-
able power, improved water
management, and a.boost to
connectivity- improvements
that will lift up communities
far beyond the factory gates.

But perhaps the most ex-
citing change is what this
means for the region’s youth.
For decades, talented young
people from the Northeast
have felt compelled to leave
homp in search of better Op-
portunities. Now, with world-
class jobs and cutting-edge
technology arriving at their
doorstep, many may choose
to stay and help drive their
home states forward.

For Meghalaya, the mes-
sage is clear: the time to act is
now. The Tata investment in
Assam is both an inspiration
and a challenge. Meghalaya
has a chance toride this wave
of technological progress,
but it will require vision,
planning, and swift action.
The first step is to articulate a
clear, forward-looking semi-
conductor policy that aligns
with the national Semicon
India programme. The state
needs to identify and reserve
land for high-tech industrial
parks, making sure these sites
have reliable power, water,
and easy access for workers
and materials.

But it’s not just -about
infrastructure. The real key
is people. Meghalaya’s tech-
nical institutes should start
offering specialized courses
in chip design, electronics
manufacturing, and the cru-
cial processes of assembly,
testing, marking, and pack-
aging. Imagine students in

novation, create employment
opportunities, and foster
economic resilience.

I encourage all eligible
business owners to explore
the Government’snew online
portal for access to these
benefits.

Yours etc.,

Shillong or Tura learning the
skills that global tech compa-
nies are desperate for, right in
their backyard. Partnerships
with industry can provide
internships, hands-on train-
ing, and exposure to the latest
technologies, ensuring that
Meghalaya’s youth are ready
for the jobs oftomorrow. On
my part, | can tie up with
semi-conductor industries
based out of Hyderabad, a
major technology hub for
the semi-conductor industry
as of now. Why not create
a task force with officials
from industry, academia, and
government? Why can’t we
launch a Meghalaya Semi-
conductor Mission??

Of course, attracting big
investments means making
it easy for companies to do
business. Meghalaya should
roll out the red carpet: capital
subsidies, tax breaks, and a
fast-track clearance system
that cutsthroughredtape. The
' state has unique strengths- its
cost-effectiveness, improving
connectivity, large numbers
of English-speaking youth,
and a key resource base for
development. By marketing
these advantages at inves-
tor summits and tech expos,
Meghalaya can put itself on
the map for semirconductor
firms looking for their next
big opportunity.

But even the best plans
canbe derailed by bureaucra-
cy. (A bit of self-flagellation
is okay, once in a while.)
That’s why the government
needs to set up a single-
window clearance system for
semi-conductor projects, sup-
ported by a dedicated" team.
This task force can monitor
progress, solve problems as
they arise, and make sure
projects stay ontrack. Public-
private partnerships will be
crucial for building training
centres, research labs, and’
the physical infrastructure
needed to supportahigh-tech
industry.

So, what does a winning
blueprint look like for Me-
ghalaya? (1) It starts with a
strong policy and a clear vi-
sion. (2) Next comes invest-
ing in education and training

militant groups operating
within the country.
Operation Sindoor, con-
ducted by the Indian Armed
Forces, targeted nine ter-
ror sites in Pakistan and'
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK). These sites were
linked to groups such as

Dahunika Mawthoh,*  Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM),

Via email

India must hit
back where

it hurts

Editor,

Apropos of the' editorial
“Truth as casualty” (ST May
9, 2025) the observation,
“Lies are traded generally
by those who are on the
defensive” is an interest-
ing perspective. People of-
ten resort to deception or
misinformation when they

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), and
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM).
Additionally, sources sug-
gest that Pakistan has a com-
plex terror economy, with
militant groups operating
through illicit channels such
as drug trafficking, misuse of
charities and extortion. While
specific numbers vary, intel-
.ligence reports indicate that
terrorist training camps and
recruitment centers remain
active across various.regions.
The editorial is absolutely
correct that the, “Indian lead-
ership cannot be faulted if

feel cornered, vulnerable, or * it saw an opportunity to set

when the truth might expose
them to risk. In politics, con-
flicts, and personal interac-
tions, individuals or groups
may manipulate narratives to
protect their position or shift
blame. However, maintain-
ing credibility and trust is
crucial—lies tend to unravel
over time, leading to greater
consequences. This is exactly
what Pakistan is indulging in
and the evidence is an open
secret as Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif has
acknowledged that Pakistan
has a history of supporting
and funding terrorist groups.
In a recent interview, he ad-
mitted that Pakistan had been
involved in such activities for
decades. Additionally, former
Prime Minister Imran Khan
who is now languishing in
jail had previously stated that
30,000 to 40,000 terrorists
who had trained and fought
in Afghanistan or Kashmir
were present in Pakistan.
This admission aligns with
longstanding concerns about

matters right once and for
all times to come.” And that
time is npw. India should
hunt down these wolves and
bring them to book or eradi-
cate them from the face ofthe
earth. Indian Armed Forces
can do it and that privilege
has been given by the Chief
Executive ofthe country. The
moment is NOW.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via etnail

Rise ofthe
Military-Industrial

Complex

Editor,

Media channels have,
increasingly transformed
into war rooms, showcas-
ing comparisons of military
spending, the latest weap-
onry acquisitions, and shap-
ing public opinion on the
battlefield of newsrooms.
The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting has issued

to build a workforce that’s
ready for the semiconduc-
tor revolution. (3) The state
should identify and prepare
industrial sites with reliable
utilities, then (4) actively
court investors by showcasing
its strengths, and (5) encour-
age local businesses, espe-
cially micro, small, and me-
dium enterprises thatbecome
suppliers for semiconductor
units. And by emphasizing
sustainability, such as using
green energy in new indus-
trial clusters, Meghalaya can
position itself as a modem,
environmentally friendly des-
tination for tech investment.

Collaboration will be key.
By partnering with Assam
and other Northeastem states,
Meghalaya can help create
a regional semi-conductor
corridor, sharing resources,
expertise, and best practices.
The state doesn’t need to
jump straight into full-scale
chip fabrication, which is
capital-intensive and com-
plex. Instead, it can focus
on niche areas like assem-
bly, testing, and chip design
segments that are easier to
enter and still offer huge
opportunities for growth.
And by tapping into central
government schemes like
the 776,000 crore Semicon
Indiaprogramme, Meghalaya
can access the funding and
technical support it needs to
get started.

The Tata semi-conductor
facility in Assam is more
than just a factory- it’s a
symbol of what’s possible
when vision, investment, and
determination come together.
For Meghalaya, this isa mo-
ment to dream big and act
boldly. The journey won’t be
easy. It will take leadership,
smart policies, and the col-
lective effort of government,
industry, educators, and com-
munities. But the rewards - a
vibrant economy, world-class
jobs, and a future-proofed
workforce- are well worth
the effort.

Meghalaya has a unique
chance to seize the moment
and shape its destiny. The
time to act is now, and the
future is waiting to be built -
one chip at a time.

(The author isformer
member ofthe IAS) m

a recent advisory to content
creators, urging them to avoid
producing content that could
harm national security, in line
with Part 111 of the Informa-
tion Technology (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021. The interconnectedness
of a globalised economy and
rising competition are start-
ing to affect citizens through
international relations. As
technology advances, our
world feels smaller.

We are witnessing a com-
plex interplay akin to Game
Theory, illustrated by the
$5.43 billion deal S-400 mis-
sile system in comparison to
China’s HQ-9 medium-to-
long-range air defence missile
system, developed by the
China Precision Machinery
Import and,Export Corpo-
ration. This also includes
systems like the Hammer
glide bomb from the French
defence firm Safran.

The question arises: How
much military spending is
enough? Decision-makers
steering this ship often find
themselves without a clear di-
rection. According to areport
from the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Insti-
tute, global military spending
surged to $2,718 trillion in
2024, enriching numerous
enterprises, including Lock-
heed Martin and Raytheon,
with billions of dollars.

In a world captivated by
arms trade, Andrew Fein-
stein’s, ‘The Shadow World,’
unravels the harsh realities of
a never-ending market.

Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

By Jaideep Saikia

The illegitimate regime
of Md Yunus has banned the
Awami League. The illegal
order comes in the wake of
protests by a group offoreign
funded students and radical
Islamists.

Indeed, it would not be
unfair to, state that “fair-
weather” Bangladesh was
shepherded into pressing a
non-democratic dispensation
to ban apolitical formationthat
had fought for and founded
an independent country in
1971 after severing itself from
a bestial Pakistan. This article
terms a section of present-day
Bangladesh “fair weather” be-
cause of the manner in which
it is courting opportunism. It
njay be recalled that there was
no hesitation whatsoever in the
hearts and minds ofthe people
ofBangladeshwhenthe Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal formed
in 2009 to investigate and pros-
ecute individuals suspected of
war Crimes committed during
the Bangladesh Liberation War
of 1971 Wanted revenge against
the collaborators of Pakistan.
Indeed, not only were six top
leaders ofJamaat-e-Islami (Ban-
gladesh) and one Bangladesh
Nationalist Party leader hanged
afterthey were convictedby the
court, buttherewasaclamourin
Dhaka’s Shahbagh on February
5, 2013 when a convicted war
criminal, Abdul Quader Mollah
was given a lenient sentence
of life imprisonment by the.
court Later, the sentence was
changed to death by hanging as
aresult ofthe huge outcry. The
demonstrations also sought the
government’sbanontheradical
Islamistgroup, Jamaat-e-1slami
(Bangladesh) from participat-
ing in politics, including elec-
tions, and a boycott of institu-
tions supporting or affiliated
with the group.

Alas! today Bangladesh has
taken a 180-degree turn!

While it would ultimately
fall on the “jury of history”
to determine whether Sheikh
Hasina earned the ire of a
section ofher people and had
to flee Bangladesh because
of what is being termed as
her overseeing extra-judicial
killings, brutal crackdown
and authoritarian rule, the
fact ofthe matter is,that ear-
lierregimes in Bangladesh—
including the democratically
elected Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party—had resorted to
repression and viciousness
aswell. Institutional memory
should recollect the 2004
Dhaka grenade attack that
took place at an anti-terrorism
rally organised by the Awami
League in Bangabandhu Av-
enue on 21 August 2004. The
incident left 24 dead and over
500 injured. Among the dead
were Hasina’s bodyguard,
Mahbubur Rahman and the
Awami League’s Women’s
Affairs Secretary lvy Rah-
man, who succumbed to her
injuries a few days later.

Therefore Bangladesh’s
“Legacy of Blood” is not so
cut and dried as it is being
made out to be at present.
Yahya Khan’s Pakistan had
unleashed a reign ofterror by
way of Operation Searchlight
on 25 March 1971. Pakistani
soldiers and local pro-Pak-
istan militias (primarily the
Razakars) massacred close
to three million Bengalis and
raped between two to four
lakh women in an organised
campaign of mass murder
and genocidal carnal sadism.
In any event, it is important
to be clear-eyed in order to
comprehend that the 10 May
2025 banning of the Awami
League -and prohibiting it
from participating in any
political activity including in
cyberspace is just a rerun of
earlier rancorous events in a
country which Lawrence Lif-
schultz terms as a country of
“unfinished revolution”.

It is also important to
unravel that the mastermind
behind the Awami League
ban is from within the so-
called interim government
of Md. Yunus as well as his
foreign handlers. The drum-
ming up of protest marches
and sloganeering was merely
to showcase to a gullible
world that the call for the
ban had popular support
in the erstwhile East Paki-
stan. However, in reality the
demonstrators who gathered
outside Md Yunus’residence
and later in Shahbagh were
members of either the stu-
dents who had ousted Sherkh
Hasina or the ones who are
currently members of the
newly formed National Citi-
zen Party and radical Islamist

organisations such as the
Jamaat-e-Islami, sHifazat>
e-Islami, Islami Chhatra
Shibir, Ingilab Manch and
kindred organisations.

The illegitimate interim
cabinet headed by the Nobel
peace prize laureate Md.'
Yunus decided to!ban the
Awami Leagues’ activities
under the country’s Anti-
Terrorism Act.'Although it
is not immediately known
as to under what clause of
the Anti-Terrorism Act, 2009
such a ban is being imposed
{it has to be state-sponsored
terrorism as Sheikh Hasina
was in the seat of gover-
nance), the ban would re-
portedly be in-situ until a
special tribunal completes an
investigation ofthe political
party and its leaders over the
deaths of protesters during
the anti-government rebel-
lion in July”™August 2024.

One ofthe purported rea-.
sons that have been proffered
is that the “the ban'is in-
tended to safeguardnational
security and sovereignty, en-
sure the protection of leaders
and activists of the July
Movement, and guarantee
the safety of plaintiffs and
witnesses associated with
the International Crimes Tri-

bunal”: A complete mockery .

has been made by tendering.
such areason. Bangladesh of-
the present may corttinue to
harbour considerable Awami
League supporters and sym-
pathisers (primarily people
who are ag&inst Islamisation
ofthe country!), but almost
all Awami League.leaders
have either fled the 'country
fearing persecution or have
been arrested. For afl intents
andpurposes, Bangladesh of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman has beenrid of
all secular Awami Leaguers.
An unholy mandate rests in

.the hands of pro-Pakistan

Islamists that are on the fast
track to what the United
States’ Director of National
Intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard
termed as an alliance with
the Islamist Caliphate.

It would be of interest
to note that the cabal of
advisers also approved an
amendment to the Interna-
tional Crimes (Tribunals)
(ICT) Act, 1973,. giving
the tribunal the authority
to punish political'parties,
their affiliated organisations”
or support groups, the ICT
was originally forined in
March 2010 by the: Awami
League government to try
the perpetrators ofthe crimes
committed during the Libera-
tionWar in 1971. The.manner
in which the 1ICT—during
Sheikh Hasina’s rule—tried
and convicted war criminals

who joined hands with Paki-.

stani slaughterers wa” lauded
by all ri*t-thinkirig*,people
of not only Bangladesh, but
around the world. It is won-
dered whether Md." Yunus—
who was just 31 years old
in 1971—was witness to
the pogroms committed by
Tikka Khan’s executioners
which included members of
the Jamaat-e-Islaml (Ban-
gladesh). Yet one of his first
acts—after having assumed
ill-gotten power—was to re-
leasethe war criminalsand lift
the ban on radical outfits such
as the Jamaat-e-Islami (Ban-
gladesh). The Jamaat-erlslami
(Bangladesh) is an offshootof
the Jamaat-e-Islami which
was founded on 26 August
1941 in Lahore. The group-
ing was strongly supportive
of the idea of an undivided
Pakistan.

The ban on the Awami
League has been goaded by
an obvious motivation: to
momentarily halt its return.
Therein lies the rationale of
the ban. But the men who
rule the roost in Bangladesh
ofthe present are fully seized
ofthe factthatthe oldest party
in Bangladesh could rise like
the phoenix if its innards are
not decimated. However,
they are also aware that a
political formation that was
founded almost 75 years ago,
on 23 June 1949, can never
be removed from the essence
ofBangladesh. After all, itis
the party which, after having
fought a war and sacrificed
countless lives, gave birth to
anew nation. It is not easy to
erase memories ofsuch apro-
genitor. Besides, the phoenix
does rise from its ashes!

(Jaideep SaikiaisIndia’
foremoststrategistand best-
selling author. He was also
the sole Asian Fellow of
WestPoint, USA in 2022)
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Dhar versus HNLC
TRADING of charges between the outlawed Hyn-
niewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC) and
Deputy Chief Minister (in charge Urban Affairs,
Transport etc), that the latter had been paying money
to them is a serious one. Whether, the allegations
have any basis can only be ascertained by an inde-
pendent probe. The MDA Government should not
be waiting for the Opposition parties to demand that
probe. We live in uncertain time and post the Pahal-
gam massacre of 26 tourists, terrorism in any form
or assisting militant outfits no matter how genuine
the cause they propound, cannot be condoned. While
the HNLC may attribute to itselfthe status of free-
dom fighters (but freedom from whom?) its mode
of addressing those causes by resorting to terror and
the gun culture cannot be condoned. And certainly,
anyone who aids and abets the Organisation by pay-
ing protection money, is answerable.

Sniawbhalang Dhar has as expected rubbished
the HNLC claims and asked a counter question as
to whether the HNLC a militant outfit can be taken
seriously. Dhar has also blamed the Opposition for
adding fuel to the fire, but that is to be expected.
Trading of charges between the ruing party MLAs
and those in the Opposition is common fare. It is
here that the matter attains significance and must be
handled with the seriousness it deserves. The prob-
lem is with the HNLC is it’s mysterious presence. It
sends regular press releases through an email named
Winner H Mark but signed by Sainkupar Nongtraw.
It is not known whether anyone by the name of
Sainkupar Nongtraw even exists. The recent allega-
tions of ahuge mafiadom surrounding the Transport
Department in Ri Bhoi district and reference to the
Transport Minister, Dhar as being part of the mafia
that collects money from trucks is ominous. That
a particular policeman and transport official have
been named does not auger well for the state. But
worse, is the silence of the Home Department on
these serious allegations. Now if Government is
part of the whole illegal coal transportation nexus
then how can the State investigate itself. It is here
that central agencies are expected to carry out an

independent enquiry.

Anything related to underground/militant outfits
cannot be taken lightly in these times, more so
when Bangladesh which has offered safe sanctuary
to many such outfits on its soil is today in a state of
flux and is sending out all the wrong signals vis a
vis the North East region. The questionto the HNLC
is why it has made public this insidious nexus only
now. What went wrong between Dhar and the outfit
that they are exposing him only now? This again
will not surface unless an independent agency does
a thorough investigation into the whole trading of
charges between the HNLC and Sniawbhalang Dhar
who also owns a construction company that is tak-
ing up major road projects in the state. In any other
state this would have been construed as conflict of
interest but not in Meghalaya.

Letters to the Editor

High hopes,
higher hurdles:
CUET trouble

for state students

Editor,

The recent allotment of
CUET exam centres has
stirred anxiety and frustration
among thousands of students
in Meghalaya. Just days be-
fore the exam, students were
notified oftheir exam centres,
many assigned to faraway
states like Assam, Mizoram,
West Bengal, and Nagaland.
This short-notice announce-
ment has created a storm of
logistical and emotional dif-
ficulties.

With barely a week to
make arrangements, students
and their families are left
scrambling to find affordable
transport and accommoda-
tion. Many flights and train
options are already full or too
expensive, pushing students
from economically diverse
backgrounds into an impos-

« sible comer. The emotional
weight of unfamiliar loca-
tions, disrupted routines, and
navigation uncertainties has
led to severe stress Mid anxi-
ety. Concerns about safety and
performance are now major
hurdles for aspirants.

Parents, too, are bearing
the brunt of this crisis. “We
don’t know where our children
will stay, how they’ll eat, or if
thev’ll be safe. It’s terrifying,”
shared a concerned father
from Shillong. The financial
strain is compounded by the
emotional toll of sending
their children far from home

forfinexam that could decide
their future.

The issue of long and un-
fair intervals between exam
papers further exacerbates the
problem. One student’s sched-
ule includes a first paper on
May 16 and the next on May
24. For families who cannot
afford to stay for extended
periods or travel twice, this ar-
rangement is simply unjust.

Another root of the crisis
lies in Meghalaya’s lack of
digital infrastructure. While
exams like NEET are con-
ducted via OMR sheets (pen-
and-paper), CUET follows
the CBT (Computer-Based
Test) format. With inadequate
facilities in the state, students
are forced to travel long dis-
tances to access exam-ready
centres, something that could
have been addressed with bet-
ter planning.

While students are deeply
grateful to Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma and state
authorities for their recent
steps to address this crisis,
they also urge that faster and
more concrete action be taken
to support affected students.
The incident at NEHU last
year should have served as a
wake-up call for better pre-
paredness, unfortunately, the
lessons seem unlearned.

The students of Megha-
laya are not asking for special
treatment, only a fair chance
at shaping their futures with-
out undue burdens. Time is
running out, and we hope the
authorities move swiftly to
bring reliefand restore hope.

Yours etc.,
Krish Marwein,
Via email

Role and purpose of education

The 2025 Meghalaya
Board of School Education
(MBOSE) SSLC (Class 10)
results were announced on
April 5, 2025. The overall
pass percentage for the state
was 87.10%, an astounding
leap from the previous year's
pass percentage 0f55.80%. Of
63,682 students who appeared
for the exam, 55,473 passed.
Fantastic results or to be more
specific an incredible achieve-
ment inthe pass percentage as
compared to the previous five
years which had average pass
percentage of not more than
50%. The MBOSE, suppos-
edly staffed with the creme
de la creme ofknowledge and
learning, must be highly elated
with this singular achieve-
ment. Now that the euphoria,
celebrations and elation over
the results are over, let us
bestow all those who made
it with our best wishes, not
forgetting to congratulate their
proud parents.

However, humans will be
humans and doubting Thom-
as’s always exist. In this case,
I am afraid to admit that I am
one ofthem. I believe it’stime
to do a bit of digging into
this 21st Century MBOSE
miracle. What else can it be
called if not a miracle taking
into consideration that in the
Performance Grading Index
(PGI) for school education
(All India level), Meghalaya
consistently ranks at or near
the bottom of the list among
Indian statas and Union Ter-
ritories. Specifically, in 2021-
22, Meghalaya ranked at the
bottom, and in the 2020-21
PGl, it was second from the
bottom. Now out of the dis-
mal depths of an educational
collapse, we suddenly surface
with a 31.3 % improvement in
pass averages. Either MBOSE
has stumbled across a secret
educational formulaoraFairy
God Mother must have waved
a magic wand for this marvel
to happen. If so, the pertinent
question is why; for whose
henefit and with what pur-
pose did this divine interven-
tion happen? Will Meghalaya
benefit or suffer from it? Lets
try and find out for we might
uncover some very interest-
ing facts.

But first things first. Let
us first try and define what
is education and what are
its purposes. In the modem
world that we live in, Educa-
tion is defined and accepted
as an infrastructure or a major
system on which society is
built and founded upon. Its
exceptional importance is not
what it delivers today but in
its ability and power to sculpt
and produce future citizens
who will uphold the ideal stan-
dards fora civilized society of
tomorrow. Education is acom-
plex process. It requires time,
patience, a missionary calling
from those who teach, plus a
bit of facilitation from those
who rule or govern. Secondly,
within the modem understand-
ing of education, especially
in an era overflowing with

Footpaths
occupied by
street vendors
in Motphran
- Pedestrians

endangered

Editor,

I wish to draw the at-
tention of the concerned au-
thorities over the congestion
at the commercial areas of
Motphran, which is catastro-
phy for the general public abd
pedestrians in particular.

Starting from Mawkhar
point till Jeep Stand, Maw-
longhat and Bimola Point,
have turned into a challenge
for individuals trying to reach
their respective destinations
without being pushed and
pulled around on a daily basis.
Some have lost their belong-
ings or are being picked-
pocketed. Most prefer not to
lodge any complaints know-
ing very well that the can
never trace back their lost
articles or cash.

I am deeply concerned
about the growing difficulties
faced by pedestrians in such
busy market areas, where
footpaths are heavily occu-
pied by street vendors, forcing
people to walk on the roads
instead of safe pedestrian
walkways, which vanish dur-
ing the day. This situation
is not only inconvenient but
also extremely dangerous,
especially for school-going
children, elderly citizens, and
people with disabilities.

The roads in these areas

By Toki Blah

superfluous information, what
to teach (the curriculum, the
detailed plan of what is to be
taught, the pedagogy itself)
and outlining what students
ought to learn and how they
should learn, it assumes an
importance that requires no
clarification. Here is where
strong, down to earth sup-
port and sustenance from the
Government plays a decisive
role.

Thirdly Education requires
scholars ( students, pupils,
learners called by whatever,
name) who are willing and
ready to be taught. It should
involve persons ( students
and parents alike) who realize
that leamihg and knowledge
go way beyond securing a
paper certificate or a govern-
ment job. This is crucial for
Meghalaya to understand. An
Educational Certificate is so
often taken as the passport to
a ten to five government job
and look where this defective
belief has landed us! Educa-
tion -should be understood
for what it really is. It’s the
potter’swheel upon which the
child is shaped and structured
towards becoming a desirable,
citizen of a civilized society.
An educated person is one who
is imbued with intelligence for
social responsibility and acu-
men for public duty. Getting
a government job is not the
end all and be all of educa-
tion. Once this is understood
and practiced we can proudly
claim that quality education
has been achieved!

Today in Meghalaya, the
government of the day is
experimenting with an edu-
cational intervention called
the CM IMPACT guide book,
which it proudly proclaims
is solely responsible for that'
incredible jump in the pass
percentage of its school stu-
dents. With this proud procla-
mation of the MDA Govern-
ment comes the corollary as
to whether this action of the
Education Department helps
meet the purpose and objec-
tives ofeducation ornot? This
question needs to be asked
and who best to answer it but
the stakeholders of Education
themselves. So lets ask the
main stakeholders, the teach-
ers of schools affiliated with
MBOSE. 99.9% of teachers
asked replied with a resound-
ing “NO”! They feel that this
particular action of the Govt
aims only at increasing pass
percentage while ignoring
the real aspects that configure
education. They have no com-
plaints against help books per
se which are available in all
book stalls. If however 70%
to 80 % of SSLC MBOSE
questions are directly ‘cut and
pasted’ from the CM Impact
guidebook itselfthen they feel
that their presence as teachers;
their commitmentto their pro-
fession and the love they have
for teaching is being under-
valued. They feel irrelevant,

are already congested with
traffic, loading and unload-
ing of goods throughout the
day and the added burden of
pedestrians walking alongside
vehicles increases the risk of
accidents. For small children,
itisparticularly unsafe as they
often have to navigate through
busy roads with little visibility
and no protective space to
walk on. While street vendors
are also trying,to earn a live-
lihood and deserve support,
their occupation of footpaths
is making everyday move-
ment for pedestrians both
unsafe and uncomfortable.
It is essential that a balance

is struck between supporting .

vendors and ensuring pedes-
trian safety.

I urge the concerned au-
thorities to:

1. Designate proper vend-
ing zones away from narrow
footpaths, especially near
schools and traffic-prone ar-
eas like Motphran, Jeepstand,
Mawlonghat and G S Road.

2. Enforce regulations to
keep footpaths clear for pe-
destrian use.

3. Install barriers or rail-
ings in high-risk areas to
guide pedestrians safely and
prevent them from stepping
into the road.

4. Improve traffic control
measures, especially during
school hours.

It is high time we rethink
urban space management
in Shillong and ensure that
public walkways serve their
primary purpose—safe pas-
sage for pedestrians. | hope
the authorities will take im-
mediate and effective steps in
this regard.

unwanted, abused and super-
fluous as the need to imbibe
students with knowledge and
learning has obviously been
overtakenbythe government's
obsession for high percentage
pass! They feel that in this ob-
session for a high percentage
pass, the value of merit’has
been ignored, thereby ,depriv-
ing the student the respect for
competition and hard work,
habits the student will sorely
need as he progresses up the
academic ladder.

The impression gathered
is that teachers of MBOSE
affiliated schools are a dispir-
ited and depressed lot. They
care and-are concerned for
the future of their students
but believe that the Education
Department is simply out
to burnish its image through
artificially 'inflated pass per-
centages. This is’a dangerous
state of affairs to happen in a
Department in whose hands
the future ofour children is be-
ing placed. The need therefore
for the Government to climb
off its high horse and review

viability of an infrastructure
that helps classify Meghalaya
as a dumb or a smart state but
most importantly because it
impinges on the prospects of
our future generations - our
children! Be that as it may,
at this juncture one is baffled
by the silence of hordes of
retired officers and so called
experts who had served in the
Education Department, Do
they have nothing to comment
on these developments or do
they believe that because they
areretiredtheirbrains too have
stopped working? Its sad to see
the investments made on such
people and the experience they
gained during their service
life, go to waste!

To conclude, we as Hill
people demanded our political
Rightto be a State and in 1972,
we got Meghalaya. Together
with this political Right we
also feel we have the Right to
development. By development
we probably meant improve-
ment of the economy, where
infrastructure perks up; job
opportunities start opening up;
the demand for skill, experi-
ence and expertise comes into
play and prospects in wealth-

its take on school education *creation becoming plentiful.

cannot be over-emphasized'.
Meghalaya education needs a
leg-up, not sneering patronis-
ing. Please shed political ego
before its too late.

Other main stakeholders
in education are the students
themselves and their parents.
This section of stakeholders
have a mixed reaction to the
outcome from the CM’s Guide
Book. Some are pleased that
they managed to cross over to
Class XI. Others happy that
their wards and children at
last possess a School Leaving
Certificate. However silence
or amuttered, “God will help”
are the answers to questions as
to how they expect to manage
in Class XI where comfort in
the form of government help-
books do not exist. Its pathetic
as they seem least prepared as
to what the future holds for
the morrow. Then there are
the serious students and their
equally serious parents who
resent this injustice to all the
hard work they have put in
and the merit they feel they
deserve. They feel betrayed
by this MBOSE CM Impact
Guide Book since they believe
it destroys "creative thinking
and the aptitude to solve prob-
lems while simultaneously
killing all efforts at creativity
and exploration of new ideas
in the child’s mind. They bit-
terly objectto whatthey see as
an arbitrary government shift-
ing of educational goalposts
from those of learning and
knowledge to one that seeks
praise from the ability to score
high pass percentages through
unfair means. They see only
selfgoals being scored in such
dim-witted initiatives. Maybe
their criticism is not far from
the mark.

As citizens of Meghalaya
we have to ask ourselves these
questions asthey pertaintothe ,

Yours etc.,
Elakyntiew Lyndem,
Viaemail

Demand for

local exam

centres for
CUET

Editor,

As students across the
country prepare forthe Com-
mon University Entrance
Test (CUET), | would like
to draw your attention to
the plight of many aspiring
candidates. With short notice
periods, emotional baggage,
and demotivated parents, the
stress ofappearing for exams
in distant cities or states is
overwhelming. The financial
burden on students who have
to travel to other states or
towns/cities to appear for the
exam is substantial, and it's
imperativethat the National
Testing Agency (NTA) con-
siders this aspect.

The government should
be prepared with proper in-
frastructure to accommodate
students in their own towns/
cities. Allowing students to
appear for exams in their
local areas would greatly re-
duce the stress and expenses
associated with travel. This
would also enable them to
focus on their preparation
without the added burden
of long journeys and ac-
commodation. Moreover,
it would be beneficial for
students who have to bal-
ance their preparation with,
other responsibilities, such
as part-time jobs or family

These expectations are real
and genuine artd there is noth-
ing wrong with such dreams.
The sad fact however remains
that the political leadership
of Meghalaya in the last 50
years forgot or neglected to
prepare its people towards
this dream.

A skilled and educated
workforce is essential for
economic growth. For this
to happen we needed a merit
based education systemwhere
competition arid struggle form
the mainstay of academics.
Such a merit based pedagogy
where competition of local
tribals with non-tribals was
encouraged in academics pre-
Meghalaya’s statehood existed
pre-1972 and was perhaps the
main reason for an unbroken
inflow of local tribals into the
All India Services). That gen-
eration produced some ofthe
bestpoliticians, administrators,
teachers and educationists of
our times. Merit then was tlje
yardstick. Unfortunately jin-
goistic politics then stepped in
and Meghaliaya slowly became
mired in reservation based
performance. That’s when the
slide downhill began. Tragedy
is we still continue to play with
our education system and the
future of our. children.

But enough is enough.
Those directly involved in
education, teachers and their
associations; bodies of par-
ents with school going chil-
dren; pressure groups like
the KSU, GSU and JSU must
now decide. Can we still allow
political one-up-man-ship to
take control of our children’s
future or do we as stakeholders
demand a more commonsense,
rational, coherent and futuris-
tic educational approach for
Meghalaya? Thetime to take a
stand onthis vital issue is now.
Are we up to it?

obligations.

Furthermore, the tradi-
tional pen-and-paper format
(OMR sheets) requires care-
ful planning and execution.
Intervals and otherlogistical
aspects must be managed ef-
ficiently to ensure a smooth
experience for all candidates.
The NTA should prioritize
the well-being and. conve-
nience of students, ensuring
that the examination process
is conducted in a fair and
transparent manner.

I urge the NTA and the
government to take imme-
diate action to address this
issue. Allotting seats to stu-
dents within their town/
city would be a significant
step towards making the
examination process more
student-friendly. This would
not only reduce the financial
burden on students but also
provide them with a more
comfortable and familiar
environment in which to take
the exam.

By providing local exam
centers, the NTA can dem-
onstrate its commitment to
making the CUET a more
inclusive and accessible
examination. | hope that the
authorities will take note of
this pressing issue and work

(SIX)

For our own

By Oliver Lyngdoh

“Im Ka Kyrteng, Sah Ka
Nam!”

Now that | have your
attention, | want to tell you
thatthis write-up has nothing
to do with what the Khasi
phrase means. Rather | am
just using it as an atten-
tion grabber so that people
will read this small write-
up. And for my non-Khasi
speaking friends who do not
understand the phrase please
ask your Khasi friends to
translate it for you. For my
Khasi friends who do not
understand the phrase, this
write up is meant exactly
for you!

Sometime ago, lattended
a function where important
officials, ministers, educa-
tors and other dignitaries
were present. | won’t bore
you with the details of the
event but two particular
performances stood out.
One was the “KlJiasi Harvest
Dance” asthe announcer in-
formed the audience and the
otherwas atraditional musi-
cal number performed by an
all-female ensemble.

The important guests who
were from various parts of
India and some international
guests were in awe at the
breathtaking performances
and at the end of the pro-
gram, where a small group
ofus were gathered, a ques-
tion was asked ifthose who
had performed were people
from the department itself.
To our dismay, the response
was that the performers
were all hired from a fa-
mous local group who had
recently gained traction and
fame nationally. The reason
given was that, the employ-
ees of the said department
lacked the knowledge and

know-how of such cultural’

themes and didn’t have the
time to learn the same. But
it was not because of lack
oftalent.

This led us to question
firstly the lack of cultural
knowledge in the department
and secondly the lack of
knowledge and the neglected
interests of our own people
for our own cultures and
practices and surprisingly,
even to our own language
(dialect?)..

Our' conversations and
the narratives which lead to
debates and arguments can
be summed up as the recent
trend of neglect of culture

and cultural elements due to .

a highly globalised world; a
lack of interest from people
concerned, disengagementof
students and the absence of
cultural education in main-
stream curricula. Addition-
ally, the uncritical adoption
of western media - content,
.fashion, living standards etc,
- and western educational
models without retaining our
unique traditions contributes
to the erosion of our cultural
identity.

Any personwith a smart-
phone can now easily access
the internetand with a single
sign on can sign up to vari-
ous Social Networking Sites
(SNS). This easy access is
not only limited to the access
of entertainment websites,
but to a whole lot of other
educational, financial and
other important information
onthe digital world. Butthat
is beside the point ofthis ar-
ticle. The world has become
so connected that it is hard
to comprehend where one
block starts and where the
other ends. This has led to
people from the rural comers
of Meghalaya to be able to
connect with someone in
rural Africa- bridging the
gap of information shar-
ing, building bridges and
bringing the whole world
together. But the main point
of discontent here is that
people focus more on ‘en-
tertainment’ rather than the
educational aspects of this
connected world.

Education plays an im-
portant role in shaping the
mindsets of students, indi-
viduals and communities.
Unfortunately the neglect
of cultural education in the
curriculum has contributed
to the dilution of our own
cultural heritage. Add to this
the reluctance ofparents and
teachers to teach and talk
about our cultural heritage

towards providing a morel due to their own lack of

student-centric approach to
the examination process.

Yours etc.,

Sudarshan Dasgupta,

Shillong -4.

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

knowledge of the same or
due to the excessive burdens
in their own lives has led to
the slowly diminishing con-
nection to our roots.

The rise of Westerniza-
tion, driven by connectiv-
ity and globalisation and
the prevalence'of western
ideologies or the unwar-
ranted desire to western

N

culture and philosophy is"
another factor eroding cul-
tural diversity." The best
example to be taken on this
is the widespread adoption
Of cafes in our city serving
international cuisines. Very
few however actually serve .
our own authentic local cui-
sines. Musical shows, which
are plentiful, due ta our
government promoting lo-,
cal talent showcases best in
class artists and performers.
However, the sad part here
is that there, are hardly or
very few artists and perform-
ers who would showcase our
own cultural heritage via
song and dance.
Ourmusical interests and
inclinations, mine included,
are shaped by the rock and
pop stars, metal bands and
pioneers of the 80’s-90’s-
2Q00’s music which we grew
up listening to on cable TV
andtape-recorders. But very*
few of us would know our
own local artists and bands
composing songs in our own
mother tongue or using our
own instruments and genres.

.Even the Khasi-Jaintia pio-

neers in music mightperhaps
have been influenced by oth-
ersback then; “might” being
the focal word.

The blind imitation and
adoption of western 'values,
models and lifestyles and
the mere replication of the

. same withoutunderstanding

the underlying principles
and adapting them to suit
local needs and customs
has led to a form of cultural
homogenization. This per-
haps might cause the loss
of our own roots. It has
been prevalent for quite a
while now as evident from
the Gen-Z and Millennials
of our generation not being
able to converse and write in
their owntongue, this author
included.

This mimic of western
ideologies and practices,
albeit hot a bad thing, but
without retaining our own
unique standards and ide-
als, our own rich tapestry of
local traditions has become
increasingly threadbare.

While adopting west-
ern influences, curricula,
lifestyles, brands, values,
models etc, it is alsQ ap-
propriate that we tailor the
same to our own traditions
and cultures to better our-:
selves. Copying structures,
without the understanding
of the underlying principles
and understanding the basic
reasons why the West do
what they do, is a recipe for
the demise of our own heri-
tage. There is also, in recent
times, this growing school of *
thought that “culture”- read
dances, songs, festivals etc;
should only be celebrated
and performed by those who
practice the indigenous be-
lief system. This defeats the
purpose of trying to revive
and safe-guard our roots.-
For ifwe can blindly accept
and follow the West with no
question or understanding
of underlying principles,
why should we be offended
if others want to step in to
learn and partake in our
customs? If we are against
this so-called intrusion, but
continue to blindly take in
others’,,we face a future as
adying breed. Ourroots will
disappear and we will be left
with oral tales of traditions
and history while being ho-
mogenized into something
new while losing sight Of
where we came from. .

The disappearance of
culture and traditions is a
complicated issue that stems
from blind adoption and ac-
ceptance ofalien influences,
disengagement of people
from their roots, an absence
of cultural education in our
mainstream curriculum and
to an extent social exclusion
of those who want to genu-

.inely revive and partake, in

it. To reverse this trend, a.
concerted effort is needed
to instil pride and interest
in one's cultural heritage,
integrate cultural education
into mainstream curricula,
and critically evaluate and
adapt foreign educational
models to suit our unique
needs. Hopefully, perhaps
through these measures can
we dare hope to safeguard
and revitalize the cultural
richness that defines our
societies;

I hope this article opens
up the floor for societal
conversation and a pooling
of minds and hearts for the
whole point of human ex-
istence is to think, debate,
discuss and find common
ground for the way for-
ward.
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Supremacy

of systems

PAKISTAN nas been having a poor reputation for not
only acting as a terror factory but also for spreading
lies and making tall claims, all of which obviously
are typical ot aweak nation and acloistered mindset.
Pakistan had not accepted defeat in previous wars
with India; it had claimed to have inflicted huge
casualties on this side while mischievously down-
playing its losses. Ditto, this time. Social media is
awash with fabricated news about Pakistan’s bravado
in last week's military engagement it had with India.
In no war would we get to know the whole informa-
tion. We will, in part, be in a make-believe world. So
were the situations involving India in the past and
this time, too. Yet, from what we got to know, the
Indian military systems did a valiantjob in the four
days ot intense action, our missiles ripping through
Pakistan’s air defences and doing precision strikes
across regions, reaching up again to the military
headquarter town of Rawalpindi. The way India
targeted and decimated terror fountainhead Masood
Azhar’s base, killing over ten of his kith and kin
including his sister, showed the vulnerability of the
place. No one can feel safe there any longer.

It was significant that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi went up to the Adampur Air Base on Tuesday
and posed for pictures with an S400 system in the
backdrop. Among other unsubstantiated claims, this
was one that Pakistan claimed it destroyed. Devel-
oped by Russia, the S400 systems remain a star
attraction, the hero of all heroes, alongside Akash
in the just-suspended military engagement in the
subcontinent. Hailed as the “most-advanced surface
to air missile systems, these units located along the
vulnerable border states have a range 0f400km and
athreat-detection capability of up to 600 km. Aptly
named Sudarshan Chakras, signifying divine protec-
tion, these can target aircrafts and even cruise and
ballistic missiles in the air. The system’s strength
is also evident- in the fact that these can track up to
100 targets at atime. The presence of these systems
was why Pakistan could not enter India’s airspace all
through the present engagement, other than through
the hundreds of drones, which too could not inflict

any significant harm.

While no confirmation is available, a general
perception is that India lost one Rafale fighter jet,
which was downed perhaps by China’s J-10C, both
being the 4.5-generation systems. The Indian Army
has neither confirmed nor denied this. Prime Minister
Modi has warned that the Pakistani government, its
military and its terrorist modules would be equally
targeted in a coordinated manner hereafter, as Op-
eration Sindbor is the “new normal.” This sends out
the right signals to Pakistan. Hopes are that, having
learned abitter lesson, both the military and political
leaderships out there would act with restraint here-
after. Some 100 terrorists have been killed in the
present operations, as India claims, but notably the
gang of terrorists that staged the bloody mayhem in
Pahalgam remains untraced.

1 Letters to the Editor

Challenges in ,

implementing

the National
Education
Policy 2023

Editor,

I would like to draw atten-
tion on the challenges faced
in implementing the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020. While the policy seeks
to transform the education
system, issues such as inad-
equate infrastructure, insuf-
ficient teacher training, and
limited access to technology
are hampering its application
especially in rural areas.

The new 5+3+3+4 struc-
ture, along with the focus
on regional languages as the
medium of instruction, cre-
ates challenges, particularly
for students moving between
states. Additionally, teach-
ers, who are central to the
policy’s success, have not
received sufficienttraining or
support to effectively imple-
ment the new curriculum and
teaching methods. Without
proper training, many educa-
tors struggle to adapt, poten-
tially affecting the quality of
education.

Moreover, digital learning
is still inaccessible for many
students due to poor internet
connectivity and a lack of
devices.

| urge the concerned au-
thorities to address these
issues promptly so that the
vision of NEP 2023 can be
realised for all students.

Yours etc.,
Dahunika Rymbai,
Shillong

Urgent need
for proper
fencing &

surveillance on

Umiam Bridge

Editor,
I am writing to draw the

attention of the concerned
authorities and the general
public toward a grave and
growing concern—the in-
creasing number of suicides
occurring at the Umiam
Bridge. What once stood as
a scenic and symbolic struc-
ture in our region has, sadly,
become a site of tragedy
and loss.

Over the past few years,
numerous cases of indi-
viduals taking their lives by
jumping offthis bridge have
been reported. Each incident
not only devastates the fami-
lies involved but also deeply
affects the collective con-
science of our community. It
is heartbreaking to know that
aplace ofnatural beauty has
become synonymous with
such sorrow. This recurring
tragedy demands immediate
intervention.

One of the major con-
tributing factors to these
incidents is the lack of ad-
equate physical barriers and
surveillance. Unlike bridges
in other parts of the country
and world where preventive
measures like high fencing,
surveillance cameras, and
patrol systems have been
installed to deter suicide
attempts, Umiam Bridge
remains vulnerable and un-
protected.

Installing high, tamper-
proof fencing could serve
as a physical deterrent and
make impulsive attempts
more difficult. Surveillance
cameras, on the other hand,
would provide real-time
monitoring, enabling timely
intervention by local law
enforcement or emergency
response teams. Even the
presence of visible security
measures and signage of-
fering mental health support
helplines can make a signifi-
cant difference.

1 urge the Meghalaya
government, local municipal
authorities, State Electricity
Board and police depart-
ments to treat this matter
with the urgency and seri-
ousness it deserves. Mental
health is a critical issue, and

Climate Change and the Future
of Farming in Meghalaya

A recent article by Anna
Notsu titled ‘A Rain of Bless-
ings’: Rethinking our Future
with Water’, brought to light
the very intimate connec-
tion that rains have to the
landscape of Meghalaya and
the culture of its people. She
mentioned the unprecedent-
ed hailstorms in Shillong to
the unusually prolonged dry,
hot days in East Jaintia and
how water, whether too little
or too much, has become a
topic of everyday conversa-
tions in the state. She asks
the pertinent question: what
will happen if the situa-
tion repeats in the future,
possibly worsening in the
coming years? Looking at
the weather pattern of the
last few years, it seems her
fears are coming true a little
too soon.

On June 17, 2022,
Mawsynram recorded
1,003.6 mm of rainfall in a
day, breaking the record it
had held since 1940. On the
same day, Sohra, also known
as Cherrapunjee, recorded
the maximum daily rainfall
of 972 mm—the highest in
27 years. | accompanied a
team from The Wire, a na-
tional publication, to Sohra-
rim on the day these records
were broken, documenting
the agricultural practices
of the Khasis living on the
watershed dividing Sohra
from Khat-ar Shnong. Strong
winds almost blew me off
the cliff as | struggled with
my umbrella while trying to
climb down 3000 steps to
the village where the com-
munity was waiting for us.
Innumerable waterfalls had
begun streaming down the
steep walls ofthe watershed,
making the entire landscape
appear like something out of
a movie depicting a magi-
cal scene in the Amazon, in
search ofa lost city or hidden
civilization. However, the
heavy rainfall had a devas-
tating impact especially on
the potato crops elsewhere.
Over the next weeks, as |
travelled to the different vil-
lages on the plateau, | heard
the same story repeated by
the farmers—crops being de-
stroyed by the strong winds
and heavy rainfall.

The following year, 2023,
was also extreme—but inthe

while the causes of suicide
are complex, limiting access
to means is one of the most
effective prevention strate-
gies, as shown by numerous
studies and successful case
examples globally.

In addition to infrastruc-
tural improvements, public
awareness campaigns and
increased mental health out-
reach are vital. The com-
munity must come together
to ensure that individuals in
distress are heard, supported,
and helped in time.

Let us not wait for more
lives to be lost. A proactive
and compassionate response
today can prevent a tragedy
tomorrow.

Yours etc.,
Andrina Mylliemngap
Via email

Illegal charcoal
production in
Meghalaya

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper, |
wish to draw urgent public
and administrative attention
to the growing menace of
illegal charcoal production
in Meghalaya—an activity
that is not only damaging our
precious forest cover but also
flouting clear environmental
laws and government direc-
tives.

The Meghalaya Char-
coal (Control of Production,
Storage, Trade and Transit)
Rules, 2008 strictly regulate
charcoal activities in the
state. Yet, in many forested
regions, large-scale illegal
cutting of forests continues
unabated. Shockingly, even
saplings and young trees are
being felled, leaving hill-
sides barren and vulnerable
to soil erosion and biodiver-
sity loss.

While charcoal produc-
tion is not entirely illegal, it
requires producers to register
with forest authorities and
follow strict documentation
and transit guidelines. Sadly,
enforcement remains weak.
Reports have revealed how

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

opposite direction. Besides
the monsoon season (June
to September), Meghalaya
receives substantial rainfall
during the pre-monsoon
season, from April to late
May. Rainfall during these
months is comparable to
the monsoon season and is
vital for vegetable crops like
beans. Any delay in rainfall
could have adverse effects on
the farmers who are looking
to harvest these crops and
prepare the field for planting
new crops. That year, how-
ever, the rains were unchar-
acteristically very late. | had
gone for.a workshop with the
farmers in West Khasi Hills.
But while | waited with my
colleagues for the farmers,
someone informed us that
the farmers could not attend
the program. The evening be-
fore, the rains had finally ar-
rivec}, and they immediately
went to the fields to prepare
the land for sowing crops.
Any delay and the entire year
could have gone to waste.
I learned this lesson again
during a visit to a village in
Ri Bhoi last month.

Around the same time that
Anna’s article was published,
I accompanied a photogra-
pher from National Geo-
graphic who was working on
a story for Nature’s “Where
| work’ series. During our
interaction with the farmers,
they pointed out the dried-up
leaves and the widespread
pest attacks affecting the
bean plants. The delay in
rainfall slowed the maturing
of the crop and the farmers
could not harvest them. Soil
temperature was also quite
high, delaying the planting
ofginger, which is oiie ofthe
most important cash crops
for the community in this
village. Near to the village
is Bhoirymbong, which is
the largest wholesale market
for ginger, bringing traders
from inside and outside the
state. So, any impact on the
ginger crop could have had
a devastating effect on the
local economy and lives of
the farmers. Fortunately,
rainfall arrived soon after-
ward, saving the fanners, at
least temporarily.

illegal charcoal is transport-
ed through forest routes and
highways—often bypassing
checks with bribery—caus-
ing tremendous ecological
damage;

What adds to the con-
cern is the complete lack of
replantation efforts, despite
deforestation happening at
an alarming rate. Forests
in Meghalaya are not just
ecosystems—they are vital
cultural and economic life-
lines for indigenous com-
munities. Their degradation
poses long-term risks to
water security, air quality,
and local livelihoods.

Itis time we pivot toward
sustainable alternatives. A
promising and practical so-
lution lies right under our
feet: the dry broom grass
(Thysanolaena maxima),
which grows abundantly
on Meghalaya’s hill slopes.
Its dried sticks bum cleanly
and efficiently and have long
been used in rural house-
holds. Promoting its use as
a charcoal substitute can
reduce pressure on forests
and support the local broom-
based economy—atradition-
al livelihood for many in the
Khasi and Garo Hills.

| urge the concerned de-
partments and citizens to
take the following immedi-
ate actions:

1. Strictly enforce the
2008 Charcoal Rules, penal-
izing illegal producers and
transporters.

2. Launch reforestation
and sapling protection drives
in affected areas with com-
munity involvement.

3. Promote broom sticks
as a clean-burning alterna-
tive through awareness and
subsidy programs.

4. Support local broom
cultivators with incentives,
training, and market ac-
cess to ensure economic
viability.

Meghalaya’s forests are
among India’s most fragile
and unique ecological trea-
sures. If we fail to act now,
we risk losing them forever.
Let us move from words to

The delay in rainfall also
has the effect of raising the
temperature, whose impact
can go beyond desiccat-
ing the crops and delay the
planting season. In 2023, the
temperatures rose sharply
and many parts of the state
started experiencing heat
waves. The temperatures in
Garo Hills reached almost
40 degree Celsius, forcing
the closure of educational
institutes in many parts ofthe
state. 1’'m already planning
to buy a fan for the summer
months—something | never
imagined would be neces-
sary in Shillong.

As an organisation which
is working with the revitali-
sation and strengthening of
the Indigenous Peoples Food
Systems, NESFAS (North
East Society for Agroecol-
ogy Support) is very con-
cerned With the impact that
climate change can have on
indigenous peoples. They
contributed a case study to
the 2024 CSE (Centre for
Science and Environment)
publication First Food: Fu-
ture of Taste. In the chapter
titled Solace in Diversity,
written by NESFAS, farmers
in West Khasi Hills reported
atrend ofdecreasing summer
rainfall coupled with rising
winter temperatures, spark-
ing concerns about potential
rice harvest failures in the
future. A similar situation is
being faced by farmers in Ri
Bhoi as well. In Sohra, areas
where jhum cultivation is
practiced have seen a decline
inthe yield ofjaiing, or black
mustard. The central uplands
where bun is practised are
also experiencing extreme
weather, which are affecting
the yield of vegetables like
cabbages and cauliflower.
Farmers in Jaintia Hills have
also seen the yield of tuber
crops like potato, taro, and
especially sohphlang, a lo-
cal nitrogen-fixing perennial
herb, being severely affected
by the' changing weather. In
fact, in 2021 the yield ofboth
potato and sohphlang failed
completely in some villages
of West Khasi Hills, leaving
the farmers with no seeds
to plant for the next sea-

action—for the forests, for

the people, and for future
generations.

Yours etc.,

Elakyntiew Lyndem

Shillong-8

Addressing mass
misinformation
during the
India-Pakistan
conflict

Editor,

Through this column,
allow me to highlight how
social media needs to play
more responsible and ac-
countable role, especially
during'the India-Pakistan
conflict and many more such
conflicts that may occur in
the future.

The ongoing India-Pak-
istan conflict has triggered
a flood of misinformation
across social media and news
outlets, exacerbating ten-
sions and spreading fear. Un-
verified claims, manipulated
images, and sensationalized
reports are circulating wide-
ly, often outpacing accurate
information. This not Only
misleads the public but also
risks escalating an already
volatile situation.

Both nations’ citizens are
urged to exercise caution
and rely solely on official
sources, such as government
or military announcements,
for credible updates. News-
rooms and social media users
must prioritize verification
over speedto curb the spread
of false narratives. Respon-
sible reporting and critical
consumption of information
are vital for maintaining
clarity and calm during this
crisis.

An ethical approach to
news dissemination would
have actually helped to main-
tain peace and harmony dur-
ing the recent India-Pakistan
Conflict.

Yours etc.,
Himanjal Protim Bora
Shillong -14

son. Farmers had to source
seeds, either by borrowing
or buying them with cash,
from neighbouring villages
that still had some seeds to
spare.

The changing climate has
also affected foods that the
local indigenous community
harvests in the forest. Wild
vegetablesJike jamyrdoh
(Houttuynia cordata), and
jatira (Oenanthe linearis) are
an integral part of the local
dishes and are highly rich in
micronutrients, especially
Vitamin K. These are now
becoming difficult to find.
This appears to be true for
wild fruits as well. Inthe past,
people found wild fruits like
sohphie (Myrica esculenta)
abundantly during April.
But now its fruiting season
has been getting delayed by
more than amonth, i.e., May,
which coincides with heavy
rainfall. This result in a lot
of fruits getting damaged,
reducing the amount of fruits
people can collect. The com-
munity is concerned that if
this continues, they may not
harvest sohphie anymore in
the future.

Last year, | participated in
a stakeholder meeting orga-
nized by a firm appointed by
the Government of Megha-
laya to discuss the ‘Megha-
laya Climate Emergency &
Green Growth Framework’.
According to their press re-
lease the government appears
to have already prepared the
draft, which will eventually
become law. I’'m unsure if
the Assembly passed such
a bill. But considering the
challenges that the farming
community is facing and
will face in the coming years
because of climate change,
such legislation is the need
of the hour. All of us will
therefore look forward when
the discussion happens on
such a bill in the Assembly.
The time to act is already
overdue, and any further
delay could have devastat-
ing consequences for our
farmers.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation dr institution)

I
Shillong’s
Rock Capital
legacy

Editor,

Through this letter | wish
to highlight and celebrate
Shillong’s enduring identity
as the “Rock Capital of In-
dia.” Over the years, our city
has proudly hosted legend-
ary concerts and welcomed
global icons like Akon, Jonas
Blue, Boney M, Neyo and
more. Shillong’s love for
music, particularly rock,
is not just a phase—it is a
deeply rooted cultural iden-
tity, passed down through
generations.

Local bands such as Soul-
mate, Snow White, and Lou
Majaw havecarved their
names into India’s music
history, with Lou Majaw’s
annual Bob Dylan tribute
becoming an iconic event
that draws fans from across
the country. More recently,
the success of events like the
NH7 Weekender and indig-
enous music festivals further
proves that Shillong is not
just keeping rock alive—it’s
evolving with it.

Music here is not con-
fined to stages; it echoes in
cafes, schools, and homes
alike. The youth of Shillong
continue to embrace instruT
ments and songwriting as
a natural extension of their
identity, and the local sup-
port for live music remains
unparalleled.

As we look ahead, | hope
our city continues to be
recognized nationally and
internationally as a beacon
ofmusical talent and cultural
pride. Let us preserve and
promote this legacy—not
just as entertainment, butas a
vital part of who we are.

Yours etc.,
Sandinald Syiem
Shillong-8

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Stories, metaphors
that matter to our

By lasaid Khongjee /

Stories, statements of sort
are around us. Some make
us laugh out loud. Others
in context, that the writer
wishes to share are those that
make Us think, reflect, look
back in space and time, re-
interpret in the light of prac-
tices, reconstruct the knowl-
edge system, and some that
openthe mind's eyes into the
nature ofhuman existence in
the cosmos.

Source of the stories:
Our prominent stories are
a result of inference from
natural phenomena and were
written in our hills, rivers,
plants, animals and so on and
many ofwhich are related to
us humans. As to the twists
and turns in these stories,
one thing we are sure of, are
the flavours of the same to
catch the interest of listen-
ers. That they didn't get lost
after hundreds, or thousands
of years is because of the
element of awe and interest
involved.

How knowledge is
passed on over genera-
tions: After knowledge
is established, the same is
passed on through word of
mouth in the form of meta-
phorical one-liners. Frankly
speaking, this is what makes
many lose patience before
coming up with a general
principle of the nature of
our universe and existence.
That’s why we say:"ki long-
shuwa kim ju ai pateng ia
ka jingstad”, meaning "the
ancestors never share their
knowledge with their chil-
dren”. But my village back-
ground has a different story

all the words*we say to the
law make a covenant; neither
does the covenant, or the
cosmic law accept the words
we convey. It's only when
we tell the ultimate Cause /
Godhead that something was
unduly taken from the per-
fection of life due to untow-
ard incidents or encounters
with fellow existents like
the spirits, diseases, human
actions, we appeal for res-
toration of the balance lost,
or disturbed. This is what
the holder of the covenant
understands and accepts.
Outside this scheme, words,
rites and rituals, however
grand they may appear, are
mere symbolic acts. This
constitutes the core of the
knowledge system. Miracles
never had a place. All was
known about the holiness
of this existence, and was
embraced. Their morals are
guided by the conscience
embedded.

"Mynba u briew bad ki
mrad ki dang ia kren kajuh
ka ktien" (oncp-upon a time
when humans and other
creatures communicated in
the same language).

When elders tell a story
about the past events, they
begin with this phrase. This
metaphor speaks about the
mutual communication , or
aperpetual intensive interac-
tion between all creatures
existing in Nature, in line
with the Cosmic design, a
self-sustaining, -self-pre-
serving consciousness that
preserves, sustains the onto-
logical foundation ofthe uni-

“Ayoung manfrom Khat-ar-shnong
once said, ""Ubrew ba dang wad Blei, dei uba
khlem Blei** which means *‘one in search ofgod
is an atheist™. In those areas and nearby, women
talk in the same language.

to tell. A young man from
Khat-ar-shnong once said,
"U brew ba dang wad Blei,
dei uba khlem Blei" which
means "one in search of god
is an atheist". In those areas
and nearby; women talk
in the same language. My
father spoke the language
to me once, and only once
when he said "ka mattah
kaba kit.i'aka knup, ka kiti'a
ka kynram katba dang im,"
meaning "the snail having a
shell, carries it eternally™

Story of the Khasi man
who swallowed the book
while crossing the river:
This story talks about the
internalization ofknowledge
into the being, not a story
to be mourned over having
lost a book; nature is once
upon a time our eternal,
self-replicating book. The
practices we have till date
are derivatives from the
cosmic book. U 'Tiew Do-
hmaw Laiphew-na-ar jing-
mut (30-2=28): It's a poetic
expression of a modest wise
person living in contentment
with what the world has to
offer. In the spirit, the 'Tiew
Lyngksiar symbolizes the
priority of the Essence over
forms. From the legends: the
snapping of the golden lad-
der connecting heaven and
earth symbolizes the um-
bilical cord through which
the new life in the womb
breathes while inside, When
time is right, this cord breaks
off, thus consummating the
Divine sanction for life to
continue on earth.

The story of the fall of
"Ka Diengi'ei" the gigantic
tree that connects heaven
and earth, at the same time
stifling the growth of smaller
plants under its foliage, sym-

bolizes the will ofthe cosmic .

design to see that creatures
get their food supplies. The
story of U Sier Lapalang
represents the eternal love of
the mother for the childrenin
the animal kingdom.

"Ka ieng rangbah u
briew, ap Jutang U Blei na
jrong Thisstatementtakes
into account one thing - the
communication from man
to the Cosmic Law (God
or Creator) by using the
word of mouth to remind
the Creator of the Jutang
(Covenant) made between
the two realms from the be-
ginning oftime. Reminding
what? As per practice, not

verse. The communication
(ka kren-ka khana) manifests
not only orally; for example
the plant and the sun com-
municate with each other in
a fashion in line with their
ontological value. -Ances-
tors communicate to fellow
creatures by speaking the
language (ontological value)
of other creatures. Without
this knowledge, our prayers
would be mere routines, only
placebo tablets.

Ka Dorbar Blei: This is
a Creation story. It speaks
about the desire of the Es-
sence (jingthrang-jingsliang
jong ka Hok) of the Creator
that Nature - the universe be
bom to manifest itself into
the physical form we see
now. It is the same energy
that assigned ontological
powers, and boundaries to
all creatures before send-
ing them to their realm,
including all that are in the
sky. Before sending them to
their places, the same Es-
sence melts itself into their
being in order to sustain
their ontological behaviour
eternally. This sustaining di-
mension is locally known as
"Ka Hukum". The universe
we are a part till present
is a perfect universe; it is
in the beginning. And the
potential energy to evolve
is involved.

How our stories degen-
erate: the severance of the
golden ladder, the ancestral
knowledge and practice
never had an element of a
dichotomy between the Es-
sence and the created. They
believe that the universe we
live in is organic where all
creatures are interrelated,
interdependent. This is the
quantum understanding of
our ancestors about this
Nature. In the golden era,
as a result, all lived life; no
one searched to realize the
Creator, or seek redemption. .
It's only in recent times that
we, under the influence of
education and religion from
the west, pinch our own arm
into a feeling that we need
someone to mediate between
us and our own essence. |
have had the opportunity
to listen to many healers’
communication; in those
acts, there's no substance
of inconsistency - but all of
them were illiterate.
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Citizens’ Engagement in Governance

THE Government is not the sole repository of
wisdom. Normally governments engage in crisis
management and hardly have the time to think
long term. In such a scenario it is important for the
Government to discuss thorny issues with citizens
who are willing to engage in policy objectives that
can redeem the state from its burgeoning problems.
Take the example of the Common University En-
trance Test (CUET) which has created a crisis of
sorts in the state today. A similar crisis afflicted
the students and their parents a year ago in 2024
when NEHU conducted the CUET. Following
that misadventure the situation should have been
discussed and the loopholes for that fiasco should
have been identified so that they are not repeated.
But once the CUET was done and dusted for that
year everything was forgotten until it arrived with
a bang this year as well and left the whole state
facing another CUET crisis.

Now that the Government has written to the
National Testing Agency (NTA) it is learnt that
the CUET would be held in certain institutions in
Meghalaya which have enough computer support
systems. The question is why this attempt to find
solutions was not thought of since last year so that
2025 would not see students facing the same crisis
all over again. Without the Government’s initiative,
concerned citizens, particularly those familiar with
such testing models and leaders in education should
have, on their own called for a meeting to discuss
the matter and then taken their suggestions to the
Government, asking it to study the feasibility of
such suggestions/recommendations and to get the
NTA to agree to such possible solutions. This is
how democracy is meant to function. The Gov-
ernment does not have all the answers to citizens’
problems and would, if engaged be willing to put
its weight behind such citizen efforts.

This citizens’ engagement is not just about
CUET. It can be on any governance issue. When
citizens sense that things are not working they
should be engaging in a process of finding out
where the problem lies and what the solutions are.
For instance, those who complain of poor quality
water supply in Municipal areas should be engag-
ing with the Shillong Municipal Board (SMB) and
finding out the reasons for the problem. The SMB
is under the Department o f Urban Affairs; not under
the Public Health Engineering (PHE)Department.
Why the-SMB should be burdened with water sup-
ply is a legacy of the past which should have been
rectified. Itis important that all water-related issues
be tackled by the PHED so that there is proper focus
and citizens know who to approach for what. A
citizens’ think-tank is a much-needed public body
in Meghalaya. This would also expose citizens to
the burden of governance and to be active partners
in the process rather than spectators watching from

the sidelines.

Letters tit the I'ditor

Can India make
peace with a
nation that

celebrates terror?

Editor,

It is most disappointing
that just a few hours after a
ceasefire was declared on X,
the Pakistan Army violated
the agreement, unleashing
heavy shelling across Jammu
and Kashmir, including areas
near Srinagar, as well as in
Punjab and Rajasthan. In
fact, such blatant flouting
of the truce is completely
condemnable.

Frankly speaking, can we
truly place trust in a nation
that has, time and again,
supported extremist groups
responsible for terror on In-
dian soil? Over the past two
decades, Pakistan has vio-
lated ceasefire agreements
countless times. Do global
leaders like Donald Trump
and Marco Rubio fully un-
derstand the consequences of
these repeated infractions?
Or are they having fun tweet-
ing “diplomacy” in 280 char-
acters or less? One believes
that before any mediation is
considered, the world must
understand how deeply Paki-
stan’s actions have wounded
India for many decades, af-
fecting its national security
and leaving deep emotional
scars on countless ordinary
citizens who have witnessed
innumerable massacres.

It's all in vain to speak of
peace when a country glori-
fies terrorists as martyrs and
preachers. A ceasefire is only
meaningful when both sides

are committed to peace and
the safety of civilians. What
is most unfortunate is that
Pakistan deliberately misin-
terprets India’s fight against
the scourge of terrorism.
Wasn’t "Operation Sindoor"
launched with the singular
motive oftaking down terror
outfits? Despite provocation,
India did not target Paki-
stan’s military or air bases.
Meanwhile, Pakistan's indis-
criminate attacks destroyed
homes and religious sites
and claimed innocent civilian
lives. The question is, where
is the humanity in that?

What more? Funerals for
killed terrorists following
Operation Sindoor were at-
tended by top officials in
Pakistan, including Lieuten-
ant General Fayyaz Hussain
Shah, Major General Im-
ran Sartaj, Brigadier Mohd.
Furgan Shabbir, Punjab's
Police Chief Dr. Usman An-
war, and Member of the
Provincial Assembly Malik
Sohaib Ahmed Bherth. The
funerals were led by Abdul
Rauf, a dreaded US-desig-
nated terrorist. These events
were carried out with full
state honours, with the cof-
fins wrapped in the national
flag, as if the terrorists were
heroes.

When a sovereign state
chooses to honor individu-
als responsible for heinous
atrocities against humanity,
does the state not become
complicit in the terror itself?
One strongly believes, in such
a climate, any effort towards
peace becomes naive. For
international leaders, includ-
ing President Donald Trump,

Gen-Z deserve to know the
history of Langpih

How the fight for a na-
tion’s backbone has brought
unity to residents ofa region
is an account worth passing
on from one generation to
the next.

Since 1972, the residents
of Langpih and its neigh-
bouring villages were in the
wilderness, not only literally
but metaphorically as well.
The sorry plight of its resi-
dents is reflected in their tat-
tered clothes or as one of its
oldest residents says, “Their
clothes were more patched
than sewn.” This destitution
was notaresult ofunemploy-
ment or indolence. People
worked on the fertile lands
of the region, on plantations
or farming of certain fruits
endemic to the region like the
mandarin orange and pine-
apples. An alternate source
would be trading at Hahim, a
village in Kamrup District of
Assam, but that too was hin-
dered by the lack of proper
transport services. Transport-
ing goods on horseback was
possible only during the dry
season but during the mon-
soons, people struggled to
even fulfill their daily meals.
Travelling on foot from one
place to another was certainly
a feat that only some could
accomplish even without
bearing any burden. It was,
therefore, almost an impos-
sibility to transport goods on
impoverished backs through
muddy and slippery summer
paths. Sadly, to the residents
of this area, the thought of
any road existing in the re-
gion - kutcha or pukka, was
laughed off as a far off dream
where even the gods couldn’t
guarantee.

As usual, the divine nev-
er pays a deaf ear to the
complaints of mortals. In
2008, to everyone’s sur-
prise, under the leadership
of K.P.Pangniang, a group
of some distinguished men
arrived to build a road from
Khliehthawiar to Langpih.
The awe - struck residents
quickly united as one to help
in constructing the road.
It was not a smooth pro-
cess. Despite the challenging
topography of the region,
there wasn’t any obstacle

that hindered the progress .

of the construction from
Khliehthawiar to Mawlan B.
Onreaching Mawlan B, at the
junction leading to Umtap,
disruptions happened. One
unexpected morning, the
Assam police with a group

Emmanuel Macron, Vladimir
Putin, and Keir Starmer, who
preach reconciliation without
deeper reckoning, to attempt
negotiations with a nation
that glorifies extremists is not
diplomacy. It is a farce. It is
the height of delusion.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

India proves its

strategic strength

Editor,

Apropos the headline
news “PM warns against
‘nuclear blackmail’ (ST May
13,2025) the Prime Minister
rightly declared that India
will not succumb to nuclear
blackmail and emphasized
that any discussions with
Pakistan will only focus
on terrorism and Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir. Navroop
Singh the author of ‘The
Great Reset’and an expert in
geopolitics and internation-
al affairs, analysed India’s
counter-attack on Pakistan
and described it as both, “a
military success and a psy-
chological rupture that was
unexpected by global pow-
ers.” Operation Sindoor has
unsettled policymakers in the
West, China and Turkey. The
Operation marked a shift in
India’s approach to defence,
challenging the long-held
assumption that India would
exercise restraint in regional
conflicts. John Spencer, US
Warfare expert praised In-
dia’s approach, calling it a
“new doctrine” that redefined
red lines in dealing with ter-
ror attacks. He emphasized

By Pynshai Joel Dkhar

of Nepalis holding iron clubs/
iron rods in their hands and
the then service Gaon Bura
ofthe Nepalis approached the
construction area. There was
a hue and cry whereby the
men, women and youth from
six villages inand around this
area came out to unanimously
demand the reason behind
the sudden arrival of the said
group from Assam. A group
ofKhasi women cornered the
Gaon Burato enquire who he
was and why he was there.
Mischievous as they were,
they poked athim with safety
pins to get answers out of
him. Embarrassed to be cor-
nered by women, he was left
in a state of discomfiture. The
hot- headed youths though
were ready for fist fights
and violence but they were
stopped by the elderly men
ofthese villages. Meanwhile,
the engineer with his group
of workers, were suddenly
stopped by the Nepali group
but they were advised by the
villagers to continue working
on the.construction and not to
listen to the brawls between
the two squabbling sides.
It was only after mid-noon
when the Assam police with
its group left that the crowd
dispersed from the area.
Though tired and hungry,
the villagers left home with
a sense of accomplishment
since their united stand had
paid off.

As the construction ofthe
road continued, one could
only wonder at how enthusi-
astic and eager the villagers
were to complete it. The
quest for a better livelihood,
a hopeful bright future, per-
haps for generations to come,
fueled the youth of these
villages to volunteer in the
construction work. They
sweated and toiled as a united
body to complete digging
drain channels all the way
from Mawlan to Nongma.
At Nongma, though, a group
of fifty volunteers were kept
in relays to oversee the work
of the ‘bulldozers’ (excava-
tors).

The joy that radiated on.

everyone’s faces even on
the women’s who no longer
feared the opposing forces
of the Assam police was
palpable. Ironic as it might
have seemed, the dust and
the dirt at the construction
site beckoned at the awe -

that “restraint is not weakness
- it is discipline in pursuit of
strategic clarity.” Operation
Sindoor demonstrated India’s
offensive and "defensive mili-
tary capabilities, including
indigenous platforms in live
combat. India responded to
Pakistani escalations (such as
drone swarms) with strength
but avoided full-scale war -
exemplifying disciplined de-
terrence. India managed the
crisis independently without
seeking external assistance,
reinforcing its sovereign
strategic independence.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email

Wake up, Gen Z;
become cultural

ambassadors

Editor,

Oliver Lyngdoh’s piece
“For Our Own” (ST, May
13,2025), hitme harder than
that moment when | realised
the only folk song | knew is
the ringtone my uncle uses.
And rightly so, when we start
outsourcing our own tradi-
tional performances because
no one remembers the steps,
what next? Hiring foreigners
to teach us how to pronounce
“U Khasi”?

The article lays bare an
uncomfortable truth: we’re
slowly ghosting our own
culture. And while it’s easy
to blame “the system,” let’s
be honest many ofus are busy
being cultural tourists in our
own homeland too.

Now, a humble note to my
fellow millennials and Gen
Z warriors: | get it. There’s

stricken residents who spent
hours of their time admiring
‘the process.

At Langpih, when Hop-
ingstone Lyngdoh, the para-
mount figure in the fight for
Khasi Jaintia State, another
instance of a fierce display
of power by the Assam po-
lice happened. This time
though, women did not hide
behind their jainkyrshah but
challenged the infiltrators by
climbing, and clinging on
trucks laden with policemen,
to chase them away from the
village. Their firm grasps
were no doubt a symbol
of resilience against power
shown on lands that weren’t
their own. Of course, there
was a huge sigh ofreliefand
empowerment when the vil-
lagers saw the advent oftheir
then MDC, K.P.Pangniang to
intervene on their behalf.

The rough road, rustic or
however it might have been,
became a blessing to the
people ofthe region. Upgrad-
ing the kutcha road to pucca,
was a feat of the continued
appeal ofthe then MDC with
a few of the earliest settlers
of the region, to the District
Commissioner, West. Khasi
Hills.

With the presence of
proper road infrastructure
in Langpih, the advent of
knowledge gradually started
changing young minds ofthe
region. Education has played
an importantrole in changing
the mindset of the people of
Langpih and its neighbouring
villages.

The Raid Mynsaw Up-
per Primary School was es-
tablished in 1964. With a
humble beginning, it was

in the advancement of the
school to its grand height.

Opinions aboutthe success
of the school may vary, but
taking to consideration the lo-
cation, the tumultuous events
that have takep place in the
region from time to time, the
Raid Mynsaw School, has
become a beacon of light in
the midst of chaos, struggle,
unrest, ignorance and abject
poverty. Juxtaposed against
the far advanced neighbour-
ing schools Of Assam, it has
withstood derogation and crit-
icism and produced meritori-
ous students in the Secondary
School Leaving Certificate
Examinations. The fact that
it has catered to students of
various ethnicities is a feat
unto itself. Nepali students
achieving distinctions in sub-
jects like Khasi at the SSLC
level, radiates so much pride
in how far the school has
come and how much potential
it has to positively change
Langpih in general and the
region as a whole

Bloodshed, is not blood
wasted: Acts of valour can
wake up a people from its
complacency. On May 14,
2010, a dispute between the
migrant Nepali people arid
the local Khasi a.nd Garo
peoples began after the Ne-
palis claimed the local "hat"
(weekly) market in the area.
The Assam Police were called
in and fired on the Khasi,
killing 4 - Columbus Hujon,
Charles Lyngkhoi, Dennis
Nongsiej and Ekros Rani
and injuring some fourteen
to twenty others.

This incident is deeply
etched in the minds of the
first-hand witnesses, wives,
aunts, mothers, children ofthe
ones gunned down for stand-
ing to protect their own land.

gradually upgraded to the *ltshould alsobe areminderto

secondary level. Grants from
the government helped the
school grow. The earliest
initiative to help the school
was taken by Hopingstone
Lyngdoh, lovingly known
to the people as ‘Maieid’,
who was the then MLA of
Nongstoin constituency.
Strenuous efforts by the
then MDC of Rambrai-
Jyrngam Constituency,
K.P.Pangniang, to bring the
school to its present status is
also worth acknowledging.
The then Chief Minister of
Meghalaya, DonkuparRoy,
various organizations and
groups have throughout the'
years played important roles

nothing quite like binge-
watching Korean dramas
while sipping bubble tea in
your oversized hoodie that
says “Weekend Vibes.” But
perhaps—just perhaps—we
could dedicate one Instagram
story, or one YouTube short
film to our own folk songs or
dances. Imagine the content:
“Day loflearning how not to
trip over my own jainsem.”
Viral potential: unmatched.

We’ve perfected the art
of digital consumption, but
sadly, forgotten the recipe for
our own rice cakes, or rice
beer too. Culture isn’t some-
thing to dust off for tourists
and school exhibitions. It’s
living, breathing and desper-
ately waiting for a like, share,
and subscribe.

So, let’s stop treating our
heritage like an awkward
relative we only meet during
Wangala, Shad Suk Mynsiem
or Behdienkhlam. Let’s em-
brace it, laugh with it, post
about it and maybe, just
maybe, we’ll remember who
we are before we turn into
culturally confused avatars.

Yours etc.,

Sam Nongrum (a cultur-
ally concerned youth),
Via email

Traffic jams: Is

there a solution?

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper, |
would like to highlight the
rising problem oftrafficjams
in Shillong. It has become a
common issue that affects
students, office-goers, and

a jaitbynriew’that hasburied
itselfso deep in complacency,
to wake up and stand for what
is honourable.

A conversation over d
delicious cup of tea with the
ejderly people of the par-
ticular village reveals that the
residents of the border area
want peace, and they have
high hope and confidence
that the present Government
will bring a once and for all
solution to this long pending
issue.

(The writer is a student
ofM.A Political Science and
resident of Tynghor, West
KhasiHillsDistrict Contact:
)Oelpynshai@gmailL com)

daily commuters.

One of the key reasons
is the increasing number of
vehicles compared to the
population. People prefer us-
ing personal cars rather than
public transport, leading to
more congestion. Many love
their cars more than consider-
ing the space they occupy.

Another cause is the poor
traffic culture. Many drivers
park their vehicles carelessly
on footpaths, inthe middle of
the road, or along embank-
ments without concern for
others. There is also a severe
shortage of proper parking
spaces.

Parents often hesitate to
use school buses, fearing
safety and reliability. This
leads to more cars on the
road during school hours. If
car-pooling is encouraged, it
could reduce the number of
vehicles.

We can take inspiration
from Sikkim, where people
follow traffic rules with dis-
cipline. Their traffic culture is
a good example that Shillong
can learn from to improve
road conditions.

I sincerely hope the au-
thorities and the public will
consider these issues and
work together for a smoother
traffic experience in our city.

Yours etc.,
Remaiah Khrawbor
Rynjah

Shillong

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

North

(SIX)

East!

By Jaideep Saikia

Md.Yunus has once again
provoked India’s North East.
He reportedly told the Deputy
Speaker ofthe House ofRep-.
resentatives of the Federal
Parliament of Nepal, Indira
Rana on 12 May 2025 when
the latter called on him in
Dhaka that, “there should be
an integrated economic plan
for Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhu-
tan and the Seven Sisters.”

The reference to the “Sev-
en Sisters” is a clear and
deliberate reference to the
Indian states of the North
East. The temerity has been
compounded as Md. Yunus
told this to a visiting foreign
dignitary.

The first time around he
spoke about how the North
East is land-locked and had
no access to the Bay of Ben-
gal. His reference to the
region by stating, “They
have no way to reach out to
the ocean. We are the only
guardians of the ocean for
this region,” was brazen to
say the least. The fact that
he did so on Chinese soil
was particularly insulting
and quite rightly the Chief
Minister of Assam, Himanta
Biswa Sarma objected to Md.
Yunus’uncalled for remarks,
especially as he was en-
couraging India’s adversary,
Chinato expand its economic
influence in the region by
suggesting that, “it could be
an opportunity for both China
and Bangladesh”!

A few weeks later, a re-
tired Bangladesh army of-
ficer, Major-General. ALM
Fazlur Rahman who is re-
portedly close to Md. Yunus
called for the occupation
of the North East in,case
India launches an attack on
Pakistan over the Baisaran
incident. Rahman, who had
headed the Bangladesh Rifles
went so far as to suggest that
Bangladesh, “needs to start
discussing a joint military
system with China.” Al-
though officialdom in Dhaka
distanced itself from the
post, it is well-known that
China not only covets the
90,000 sg.km of Arunachal
Pradesh, but has entered the
North East insurgency game
by proxy. Importantinsurgent
leaders such as Paresh Baru-
ah (ULFA-Independent) and
Manohar Mayum (PLA-Ma-
nipur) are billeted in China’s
Yunnan province.

Therefore, there is a
clear agenda in the recent
pronouncements that are
emanating from Bangladesh
about India’s North East.
Clear-eyed observation and
analysis are of the opinion
that Md. Yunus is deliberately
attempting to not only utilise
the geographical imbalances
that the North East has been
afflicted by, but stoke up the
occasional dissonances by
way of insurgencies that had
been distressing the region,
but has been successfully
controlled by New Delhi.

But the manner in which
Bangladesh has been eyeing
India’s North East is not new.
The search for lebensraum or
living space in the North East
for Bangladesh’s burgeoning
population and the “rapidly
shrinking living space” (as a
result of climate change!) has
engaged the sinister minds
of several Bangladeshi intel-
lectuals.

In an article in the weekly
magazine Holiday, Sadeq
Khan, former diplomat and
editor of the magazine bla-
tantly wrote, “it is said that a
borderless world has become
the prime requisite for eco-
nomic growth under the new
world order. In fairness, if
consumer benefit is consid-
ered to be better served by
borderless competitive trade
of commodities, why not
borderless competitive trade
of labour?”.

Khan further goes on to
write, “it is doubtful that
Bangladesh may develop
sufficient urbanisation or can
engineer sufficient reclama-
tion of habitable land from
its own offshore potential to
settle its projected population
growth in the next decade. A
natural overflow of popula-

tion pressure is therefore
very much on the cards and
will not be restrainable by
barbed wire or border patrol
measures. The natural trend
ofpopulation overflow from
Bangladesh is towards'the
sparsely populated lands of
the South East inthe Arakan
side and of the North East
in.the Seven Sisters side of
the Indian subcontinent”.
(mQuoted in “Our Land, Their
Living Space” by D.N.
Bezboruah in “Bangladesh:
Treading the Taliban Trail”,
Jaideep Saikia (Ed), Vision
Books, New Delhi, 2006).

Md.Yunus, it is certain,
has probably not only the
same lebensraum concerns
as Sadeq Khan, but other
strategic motivations as well
when he and his associates
make statements pertaining
to India’s North East.

Bangladesh’s growing
affinity with China and
Pakistan has identified the
North East as India’s soft
underbelly. With an ongo-
ing ethnic strife in Manipur
and apprehensions of radi-
calisation of a crucial piece
of real estate in the region,
forces inimical to India’s
sovereignty and integrity are.
viewing the possibility of a
balkanisation of the North
East by severing the tenuous
22 Km Siliguri corridor that
connects the region to the
rest of India.

Further, Bangladesh of
earlier times had been the
happy hunting ground of
several anti-India insurgent
groups such as the ULFA,
NDFEi and a host of radical
Islamist outfits such as the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and
Muslim Tigers of Assam. It
was only as a result of the
aid that Sheikh Hasina had
provided India, that Ban-
gladesh was able to get rid
of such elements. However,
with her ouster there is a
serious possibility that in-
surgent leaders like Paresh
Baruah of the ULFA could
return to Bangladesh, espe-
cially as he not only has his
family residing in Dhaka,
but a plethora of businesses
as well. Baruah is a wanted
man in Bangladesh because
ofhis complicity inthe Chit-
tagong Aims Haul episode
of 1 April 2004. But if Md.
YunuS’s dispensation can
lift the ban on the Jamaat-
e-Islami (Bangladesh), the
Islami Chhatra Shibir and
release several Islamist ter-
ror actors from prison, the
return of Paresh Baruah and
his cohorts to the erstwhile
east Pakistan is not unthink-
able at this juncture.

It is high time New Delhi
works out not only a robust
course of action whereby
the manner in which the
North East is being con-
tinually drummed up by a
Bangladesh in the throes of
insanity (diplomatic state-
ments and demarche’ have
not served their purposes!),
but work out a comprehen-
sive action plan such as the
institution of a North East
Security Council (NESC).
The blueprint of such an
apparatus had been con-
ceived by the author and
presented to the BJP’s
prime ministerial candi-
date, L.K. Advani way back
in 2008. Nothing came of
it despite the fact that the
NESC was part ofthe BJP’s
election manifesto during
the general election 0 f2009.
The formation of a NESC
is particularly important as
it the considered opinion
of many in the North East
that not only would it be
able to provide focused at-
tention on the security of a
crucial real estate of India,
but decisively counter state-
ments such as the ones that
are originating from hostile
lands about a region that is
integral to India. The North
East which Delhi clamours
is part of the Indian nation-
building exercise can stand
compromised if caution is
not correctly and expedi-
tiously exercised.

(Jaideep Saikia isa Con-
flict Theorist)



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2025

‘Have patience. All things are difficult
before they become easy.”

— Saadi

The Shillong Times

Vat No:LXVII No.273

SHILLONG, FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2025

Region, geopolitical games
INDICATIONS are that the South Asia region
is increasingly getting caught in a geopolitical
power play. India perhaps unwittingly gave the
US the role of mediating a ceasefire after Paki-
stan sent an SOS to President Donald Trump.
Now, he’s expressing an interest or rather a
resolve to end the “thousand-year-old” Kashmir
problem. Just a few months into his second term,
Trump is reaching out to the South Asia region
in other ways too, as is evident in the US med-
dling in Myanmar in the cover of a humanitar-
ian assistance to militants -the Arakan Army
—in the restive Rakhine state, which borders

Bangladesh.

Reports were that some senior US officials
quietly flew down to Bangladesh to oversee
not just humanitarian aid but also arms support
to rebel fighters in Myanmar. The setting up of
a “humanitarian corridor” through Bangladesh
to the restive Myanmar region is part of a UN
initiative. But sections ofthe population within
Bangladesh are seeing red. They have started
criticising the Muhammad Yunus-led interim
government for such “dangerous drifts” from
established foreign policy objectives, even as
his government is not an elected one. Obviously,
Bangladesh in the post-Hasina phase is undergo-
ing amajor churning. Americans’interests in the
geopolitical region are well-documented. With
the Myanmar dictators edging closer to China,
Americans are keen on working out counter-
strategies. Democracy’s angel, Aung San Suu
Kyi, who headed the National League for De-
mocracy and was part of the power structure
for some years, is currently languishing in jail
through an iteration of sentences for unending
years. On the other hand, the hapless nation is
inviting more trouble to itself. All these are
bound to have serious implications for India in
the eastern sector, where fissiparous tendencies
are generally under control now. Yet, a spark can
ignite a fire. India cannot afford to be a silent
witness to the US and Chinese games. It has to
be keeping a close watch on the evolving situa-
tions in both Bangladesh and Myanmar.

Muhammad Yunus has obviously bitten more
than he can chew - with internal dissent palpable
against his government on the one side and
India’s growing military might sending new
signals to him, on the other. When the Indian
military targeted Pakistan earlier this month,
squirming in his chair was Yunus too, who threw
anew protective ring there around the minority
communities, mainly Hindus. The military brass
in Bangladesh is having its reservations over the
way Yunus conducted himselfin recent months.
Those among them who might perhaps have fan-
cied restoration of a Pakistani link should now
be achastened lot. The political and governance
systems in Bangladesh would take more time to
stabilize in the post-Hasina era. This too poses
new challenges for India in the eastern sector.
In other words, India’s attention will remain
equally divided between its western and eastern
borders, while China would not give India any
comfort along the northern borders.

(| Letters to the Editor

Khasi
worldview
then and now

Editor,

The special article “Sto-
ries, metaphors that matter
to our knowledge system,”
by lasaid Khongjee (ST May
14,2025) isexcellent. Stories
and metaphors are essential
to our knowledge systems
because they shape how we
understand the world, com-
municate ideas, and make
sense of complex concepts.
They serve as cognitive
tools that help us process
information in a way that is
engaging, memorable, and
deeply meaningful. Meta-
phors play a crucial role in
both science and philosophy,
helping to explain com-
plex ideas by relating them
to familiar concepts. They
serve as cognitive tools that
shape understanding, com-
munication, and discovery.
Metaphors are more than
just figures of speech—they
shape how we think, learn,
and innovate.

What struck me most in
khongjee's article is about
the young man from Khat-
ar-Shnong who said, “U

briew ba dang wad Blei, dei
uba khlem Blei.” In English
this translates to, “One in
search of God is an atheist,”
This is a profound piece of
Khasi wisdom! It suggests
that the very act of searching
for God implies doubt about
his existence - making the
seeker, in away, an atheist. It
challenges the ideathat faith
is unquestioning and instead
presents the pursuit of truth
as an essential part of be-
lief. The Khasis have a rich
philosophical tradition, often
blending spirituality with
nature and deep introspec-
tion. Their wisdom reflects
a nuanced understanding of
faith, where questioning and
seeking are not signs of dis-
beliefbut rather steps toward
deeper understanding.

Does searching for God
make someone an atheist,
or does it make them a true
believer? The question really
gets to the heart of faith and
doubt! Searching for God
suggests an openness to
discovery, an acknowledge-
ment that one’s understand-
ing may not be complete.
In some ways, it challenges
the idea that faith must be
unquestioning and instead
frames doubt as a necessary
part of belief. Some might
argue that only a true be-

Unintended implications of Operation Sindoor

When politics takes precedence
over military calculus

In the early hours of May
7, 2025, the Union Ministry
of Defence announced that
India had launched Opera-
tion Sindoor, a response to
the 22nd April 2025 Pa-
halgam terrorist attack that
killed 26 tourists inside In-
dia Administered Kashmir.
The operation, the Ministry
of Defence mentioned, is
aimed at “hitting terrorist
infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir from where
terrorist attacks against India
have been planned and di-
rected”. It is important to add
here that no Pakistan military
facilities were targeted. The
aftermath of the operation
led to a steady escalation
of attacks between India
and Pakistan. The constant
military escalation between
the two sides was brought to
an end just as rapidly as the
operation had started. On the
evening of 10th May 2025,
India and Pakistan agreed
on a “full and immediate
ceasefire” to the escalating
confrontation following In-
dia’s Operation Sindoor on
May 7, 2025.

Following the ceasefire
between these two antago-
nists, one ofIndia’s foremost
geo-strategists, Prof. Brahma
Chellaney from the Center
for Policy Research, termed
it as India “snatching defeat
from jaws of victory”. Now,
what do we make of such a
virulent remark? More im-
portantly, Prof. Chellaney’s
comments direct us to ques-
tion the foundational basis
ofthe whole operation. This
foundational basis of the
operation is, perhaps, based
on two goals aimed specifi-
cally at two different sets of
audiences. The first goal
and the first set of audience
the operation was intended
for was the government of
Pakistan and the terrorist
groups it sponsored (such
as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM),
and Hizbul Mujahideen).
By destroying the terrorists’
training facilities in nine dif-
ferent locations within Paki-
stan and Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir (PoK), India sent a
message to Islamabad that if
it cannot handle such groups,
New Delhi will hunt the ter-
rorists even inside Pakistan’s
territory. And to the terror-
ists, New Delhi’s message
was to show that India can
reach them even inside their
assumed haven.

The second goal and the
second set of audience are
perhaps the most vital ele-
ments and it is also here
that the cracks in the whole
framework of the operation
begin to emerge. It is here
that we begin to see'tnurky
intentions behind goals that
should not have been part
of the force calculus of Op-
eration Sindoor. The second
goal was, with high plausibil-

liever feels the need to seek
God, as it reflects a deep
longing for connection and
understanding. Others might
say that this search itself
indicates a lack of certainty,
which could align more with
atheism. The Khasi wisdom
beautifully captures this
paradox - the seeker, though
searching, acknowledges
their uncertainty, which can
be seen as both faith and
scepticism intertwined.
Khongjee has also beauti-
fully dwelt upon another fas-
cinating piece of Khasi wis-
dom, the idea that humans
and animals once shared a
common language which
appears in many indigenous
traditions and myths world-
wide. It suggests a time of
deep harmony between all
living beings, where com-
munication was not limited
by species but was instead
a universal exchange of
understanding. In Khasi
folklore, this belief reflects
aworldview inwhich nature
and humanity were once
interconnected in a profound
way. It could symbolize
a lost era of coexistence,
where humans respected
and understood the voices of
animals, trees, and the earth
itself. Some interpretations
see this as a metaphor for

Dr. Salikyu Sangtam

ity, political, i.e., for electoral
gains for the coming state
general election cycle in
Bihar, West Bengal, Tamil
Naidu, Pondicherry, Assam,
and Kerala. And the second
set of audience the opera-
tion was intended for was
the Indian electoral voters.
What is clear as daylight,
based on how the situation
is rapidly panning out, is that
this specific goal and the spe-
cifically targeted audience
superseded all other military
calculus and considerations.
India’s foreign secretary in

(UK), the Washington Post,
Reuters, Le Monde (France),
and France 24 have already
brought out pieces on the
downing of an Indian Air
Force (IAF) Rafale jet by a
Chinese supplied J10C Paki-
stan jet fighter. As stated in
Le Monde on May 8, 2025,
“New Delhi has begun to
acknowledge the loss of
several fighter jets during
“Operation Sindoor”.

If military calculus had
taken precedence over trifle
electoral considerations, then
proper military planning

“Thefirst goal and thefirst set ofaudience the
operation was intendedfor was the government
ofPakistan and the terrorist groups it sponsored,
such as Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed,
and Hizbul Mujahideen. ”

his press briefing immedi-
ately following the launching
of Operation Sindoor men-
tions that India’s response is
“measured, non-escalatory,
proportionate, and respon-
sible.” This statement itself
is a vivid indication from
the start that the operation
is limited in its scope and
aim, i.e., “measured, non-
escalatory, proportionate,
and responsible.” Indeed,
no military structures were
targeted, which adds cre-
dence to the “measured (and)
non-escalatory” part of the
briefing.

Add to this are the images
on big billboards and so-
cial media depicting India’s
Prime Minister in Indian Air
Force (IAF) jumpers with
fighter jet behind him. Now,
where are the Indian soldiers
and Air Force that are at the
forefront of the actual op-
erations in the depictions? If
there should be any valour-
izing, then our soldiers and
air force should be the ones,
who selflessly defend the
country, on the billboards
and social media, not the
elected officials. This is an-
other overwhelming indica-
tion of how the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is spin-
ning an important military
operation into a political and
electoral play for its electoral
advantage.

These considerations, i.e.,
the second goal and the sec-
ond set of target audience,
superseded all other military
calculations. That is why, one
gets the indication that no
thoughts were spent on plan-
ning out the rest ofthe opera-
tion after the initial strikes
on nine terrorist locations.
This may be perhaps why the
ongoing speculations about
the downing ofthe Indian Air
Force Rafale jet are gaining
more credence. Some of the
most reputable news agen-
cies such as the Telegraph

intuition - perhaps early
humans had a heightened
ability to interpret animal be-
haviour, sounds, and signals
in ways that modem society
has lost.

Interestingly, modem sci-
ence has uncovered remark-
able ways in which animals
communicate, and some
researchers even explore the
possibility that early humans
had more direct interac-
tions with wildlife. While
we may not speak the same
langifage today, the idea that
all creatures once shared a
common tongue remains a
powerful reminder of our
deep connection to nature.
The last two paragraphs
of Khongjee’s article are
profound.

Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh
Via email

Why is
Aadhaar
compulsory for
opening bank
accounts?

Editor,
Of late 1have learnt that
all the banking institutions

concerning the bombing of
the terrorist camps, coun-
tering Pakistan’s response
after the attack on the ter-
rorist facilities, attaining full
knowledge about Pakistan’s
air radar and* defense sys-
tems, the quality of attack
jet fighters, the range and
capabilities of Pakistan’s
fighter jets and missile sys-
tems, history of Pakistan’s
fighter jets performance in
the past 15-20 years, and
what kinds of war games
Pakistan’s air force have
participated in recent years,
among numerous other con-
siderations would have been
deliberated. But in the face
ofmounting evidence, we are
brought to accept a compel-
ling conjecture that military
calculations were not given
due precedence - that even-
tually led to the downing of
the IAF Rafale jet fighter.
If the military was given
full rein over the military
operations, then they would
have studied all ofPakistan’s
fighter jets, weaponry, radar
systems, air defense system,
response time, “kill chain”,
and other capabilities. This
way, we could have avoided
such an international embar-
rassment. But, Alas! party
interests, elections, and votes
took precedence over the
country’s dignity and honour
that is attached to military
victory. More concerning is
that the downing of the IAF
Rafale inadvertently exposed
a major weakness in India’s
armory. What’s more dis-
turbing is that this weakness
is in one of India’s most elite
armed branches, the 1AF.
Because party interests,
electoral votes, and elec-
tion cycle considerations
superseded all other consid-
erations, the civilian gov-
ernment that commands the
armed branches implicitly
and deliberately restrained
the operational planning.

in Shillong are refusing to
open a bank account un-
less the client possesses an
Aadhar Card for personal
identification. But was it not
the intent ofthe BJP Govern-
ment to enforce the Aadhar
biometrics in order to ensure
that societal benefits accrue
to those in dire need of such
benefits, from authorized fair
price shops. The Aadhar was
meant to establish the bona-
fide poor sections ofthe soci-
ety. In this noble venture the
concerned authorities should
be complimented.

However, it befuddles me
as to why banks should insist
on the Aadhar for opening an
account to deposit the sav-
ings earned from the sweat
of our brow after prolonged
hard work and unwavering
patience. Indubitably, we,
the bank account-holders, do
earn an interest benefit after
a certain period of time but
the lion's share of net inter-
est- benefits are appropriated
by the commercial banks
by way of lending personal
loans and to manifold sec-
tors at much higher rates of
interest than what is being
paid out to savings account
holders.

By opening a bank ac-
count, the clients/account

That is because the main
goal of this operation was
to provide sensationalism to
the intended Indian voters,
who are the targeted audi-
ence. The Indian mainstream
media, who rely on govern-
ment advertisements for
their revenue, jumped on the
government’s bandwagon
and, as usual, succeeded in
crowding out and out-voic-
ing in their loudness all other
rational deliberation and sane
discussions. The sensational-
ism it managed to produce
flooded the media space with
aplethora of misinformation
such as attacks on Karachi,
Islamabad, and so forth.
Claims too outlandish, yet a
messaging technique that has
been the ‘standard operating
procedure’to influence aver-
age Indian voters because of
its effectiveness, despite its
melodramatic elements,, in
the past decades.

In the final analysis, what
ultimately matters for the
present government is not
what the international com-
munity thinks, but what av-
erage Indian voters think of
this operation. Whether the
Indian military weaknesses
exposed in this operation
are of concern is not impor-
tant to the BJP government,
what matters for them is
that Operation Sindoor, an
emotionally charged term
used to galvanize the emo-
tions of Indians, succeeded
in influencing the voters for
the upcoming state general
election cycle in the vital
states of Bihar, Assam, West
Bengal, Tamil Naidu, and
Kerala. As long as the voters
have been influenced and
brought under the informa-
tion bubble of the BJP, the
ruling party will internally
deem Operation Sindoor as
a success'.

Peeking from this lens,
Prof. Chellaney’s remark
about India “snatching de-
feat from jaws of victory”
seems misplaced since war
never was part of Operation
Sindoor. We can only speak
of ‘victory’ and ‘defeat’ in
the context of ‘war’. One
can sense an air of frustra-
tion on the part of Chellaney
because, like many other In-
dians, we all were led to be-

. lieve by the rhetoric making-

machinery (such as the In-
dian Mainstream media and
WhatsApp university) that
India will comprehensively
teach Pakistan and terrorists
a lesson, not knowing that
such saber-rattlingjingoisms
were distractions for another
more sinister goal of attain-
ing electoral advantage. Has
this operation made India
more formative and credible
or weak and unreliable, only
time wifi tell.

Note on Author: Dr. Sa-
likyu Sangtam is an Associ-
ate Professor of Political
Science at Tetso College
(Nagaland).

holders are enabling the
banks to lend out their mon-
ey at far higher rates and that
is how banks earn. That be-
ing the case, will the experts
of the banking institutions
answer why they have made
Aadhaar biometrics a man-
datory instrument for open-
ing abank account. | hope to
get the answer sooner than
later so that we are all better
informed about the need for
an Aadhar Card to open a
bank account.
Yours etc.,
Jerome K Diengdoh,
Shillong-2

A step ahead!

Editor,

Upon reading the VPP’s
remarks regarding the CM
IMPACT guidebook, I found
their assessment to be both
inaccurate and unjust. While
I acknowledge that no educa-
tional resource is without its
flaws, describing the guide-
book as an absolute failure is
neither fair nor reflective of
its actual impact.

The jump in the SSLC
pass percentage from
55.80% in 2024 to 87.10%
this year says a lot. That
kind of progress doesn’t
just happen overnight, and

(SIX)

Not competition, but collaboration

to Meghalaya’s
capital vision
By Georgeprince Ch. Momin

The recent demand by
the Jaintia Students’ Union
(JSU) to declare Jowai as
the Summer Capital of Me-
ghalaya, in response to the
ongoing call for Tura to be
granted Winter Capital sta-
tus, has stirred an important
conversation. While every
community has the right to
voice its concerns and aspi-
rations, the tone and intent of
such demands matterjust as
much in a democracy.

Let’s be clear from the
outset: Meghalaya is a dem-
ocratic state, not a totalitar-
ian regime. In a democracy,
every community—be it
Khasi, Jaintia, or Garo—
has equal rights to advocate
for their people’s develop-
ment, recognition, and rep-
resentation. However, those

scales. Democracy doesn’t
work that way. Fairness
doesn’t mean giving the
same thing to everyone re-
gardless of their need or
context—it means ensur-
ing that every region gets
what it genuinely requires
to thrive.

More importantly, the
warning tone used by JSU—
threatening agitations if
Jaintia Hills is left out—does
little to strengthen the demo-
cratic spirit. 1t’s dishearten-
ing to see youth bodies,
which should ideally lead
throughvision and dialogue,
resort to language that di-
vides rather than unites.

This is not a race or a
rivalry. Garo'Hills asking
for a Winter Capital does
not take away from Jaintia

“The call to make Tura the Winter.Capital
is not a sudden or isolated request.
It stemsfrom decades ofadministrative
marginalisation and infrastructural neglect
faced by the people of Garo Hills. ”

demands must come from
a place of understanding,
not as reactions to another
community’s long-standing
aspiration.

The call to make Tura
the Winter Capital is not a
sudden or isolated request.
It stems from decades of
administrative marginalisa-
tion and infrastructural ne-
glect faced by'the people of
Garo Hills. Residents ofthis
region often travel hundreds
of kilometers to Shillong
just to avail basic state-
level services. Establishing a
winter capital in Tura is not
an act of favouritism—it is
a strategic step toward de-
centralisation and inclusive
governance.

Moreover, the distance
from Shillong to the two
district headquarters of
Jaintia Hills—Jowai and
Khliehriat—can be covered
within two to two and a half
hours, making it easily ac-
cessible for administrative
work and official purposes.
This proximity ensures that
the Jaintia region already
benefits from logistical con-
venience. In contrast, people
from Garo Hills often spend
an entire day just traveling
to Shillong, making routine
state-level tasks burden-
some and time-consuming.
Therefore, 1 would urge our
Jaintia brethren to support
our genuine cause, which is
based on the longstanding
issues and unmet aspirations
ofthe people of Garo Hills.

In contrast, the JSU’s
recent statement appears
less about genuine regional
development and more about
balancing perceived political

it certainly isn’tjust a num-
ber to gloss over. It reflects
the hard work of students,
the dedication of teachers,
and yes, the real impact of
support tools like the CM
IMPACT guidebooks.

Living in a state where
many students—particularly
in rural areas—have limited
access to quality learning
materials, | witnessed first-
hand the positive difference
these guidebooks made. In
regions such as the Garo
Hills and West Khasi Hills,
where textbooks are often
shared, electricity is incon-
sistent, and online learning
remains a distant privilege,
the guidebooks proved not
merely helpful, but essential.
They were written in simple,
understandable language.
They, offered summaries,
important questions, and
clear direction. They didn’t
replace teachers, but they
gave structure to students
who were otherwise strug-
gling to find their footing.
For some students, they
became the very reason they
could prepare confidently for
exams.

Yes, there’s been criti-
cism—some say the guide-
books focus too much on
exam preparation, others
talk about political branding.

Hillslright to demand better
roads, healthcare, or educa-
tional institutions. 1f Jowai
genuinely needs greater
administrative importance,
that case must be built on
facts, not on friction.

' Let’s also remember, the
idea ofseasonal capitalsisn’t
new. Jammu and Kashmir
followed this model for
practical and geographic
reasons, not to appease re-
gional sentiments. IfMegha-
laya were to follow suit, the
decision must be grounded
in administrative logic and
regional equity—not- com-
munal arithmetic.

All three major tribes of
Meghalaya—the Khasis, the
Jaintias, and the Garos—are
partners inthe state’s future.
But partnership means we
uplift each other, not pull
each other down. True equal-
ity is not when everyone
demands the same thing at
the same time, but when
everyone understands the
different challenges we face
and support each other in
overcoming them.

Hence, instead of issu-
ing counter-demands and
threats of agitation, let’s
embrace what democracy
actually calls for: construc-
tive engagement, respect-
ful discussion, and shared
goals. If Jaintia Hills has
unmet needs, let’s highlight
them with clarity and con-
fidence, not as a rebuttal to
Tura’s case, but as a cause
worth standing for on its
own merit.

In the end, democracy
is not about getting even—
it’s about getting better,
together.

These concerns are fair and
worth discussing. But for
the many students who saw
their names on the pass list
this year, many of them the
first in their families to do
so—none of that mattered.
What mattered was that they
finally had the tools to suc-
ceed. And they used them
well. Let’s also be clear,
these guidebooks weren’t
rolled out on their own. They
were part of a larger effort
to build stronger academic
foundations, ease exam pres-
sure, and support students
who needed extra help.

I truly believe we need to
keep working to improve the
quality of education in our
state. There’s always room to
do better. But throwing out
a resource that has already
helped thousands ofstudents
take a real step forward
would be a mistake. We
should be building on what
works, not tearing it down
because it isn’t perfect.

Yours etc;
Jack Syiemlieh,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong limes
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Assembly sessions short-circuited

A report by the PRS Legislative Research - a non-
profit engaged in research work to help legislators
better understand their mandate and the public to
seek accountability from their elected representa-
tives, states that the Meghalaya Legislative Assem-
bly met only 13 days in 2024. Considering that the
legislature is the only platform where MLAs from
the Opposition can seek accountability from the ex-
ecutive - the government - which is the custodian of
public funds and is responsible for governance, this
short duration session would seem like a license for
misuse of such funds and to escape accountability.
The legislature is above all the law-making authority
and with the passage of time new laws have to be
in place and outdated laws reformed. Of course, it
takes a lot of preparation both from the side of the
Government and the Opposition MLAs to debate is-
sues inthe Assembly. It requires going into the entire
gamut of the Constitution and judging which laws
need to be in place for the state. For instance, there
was atime when rivers were clean and pristine. Now
there is alaw stating in clear terms that no construc-
tion can take place within a designated area and any
violations would result in punishment under various
sections of the law. In fact, river pollution and how
that needs to be tackled has never been discussed in

the Assembly.

The issue of children as young as 10-12 years
dropping out of school and having to work because
of extreme poverty has never been discussed. Pov-
erty alleviation measures have not been spelt out as
a goal that the state would adgpt through a set of
interventions. True the state has come up with several
schemes to create livelihoods but only a few have
been able to access them. These are subjects that
need deliberation and substantiated with concrete
data. The issue of road connectivity and the quality
of roads built which are ofvery inferior quality car-
ried away by the first heavy monsoon showers and
the demand for a strong monitoring mechanism has
never been demanded by the Opposition MLAs.
Water supply through the Jal Jeevan Mission and the
challenges faced were not discussed. The Govern-
ment had the option of laying its cards on the table
and seeking out the cooperation of all the MLAs
but never did that. The duties of legislators do not
end with the Assembly session. They need to be
continuously engaged with the Government to point

out governance failures.

It is also noticed that not all MLAs are present
during the sessions. The last session had scanty
attendance especially from the ruling party. With
regards to passing of bills, however, the PRS data
also showed that while in some states bills were
passed on the first day after minimum discussion,
in Meghalaya 75% of bills were passed after 5 days
of discussion and deliberations. This is a good in-
dicator that MLAs take their jobs seriously. What
needs greater attention is for MLASs to discuss the
budget allocations and to deliberate on why acertain
amount is allocated for education or health and how
the allocation was arrived at. For this to happen we
need MLAs to be better informed and with adequate

financial literacy.

Letters to the Editor

Mapping
forward on
Geospatial

intelligence?

Editor,

Encircled by inhospi-
table topography, which
includes the world’s high-
est range, the Karakoram,
Kashmir remains a bleeding
wound from the partition of
British-ruled India in 1947.
With America acting as the
peacemaker, the geographi-
cal chessboard pendulum
is swinging as potential en-
emies leverage the internet
to gather intelligence. The
Indian Parliament introduced
the Geospatial Informa-
tion Regulation Bill, 2016
shortly after the Pathankot
attack to regulate informa-
tion such as Google Maps
data. The availability of
sensitive points, considered
a new kind of oil and easily
accessible through platforms
like LexisNexis, Janes, and
OpenStreetMap among oth-
ers, allows potential adver-
saries to monitor and under-
stand the terrain and patterns
of History. Geography, as a
subject, functions more as an
intelligence process that con-
tributes to the coordinated
understanding of various
specialized fields, ultimately
aiding in area synthesis.

Two articles substantiate
the necessity of safeguarding
national security assets: ‘The
importance of geospatial
data in national security
by Shravishtha Ajaykumar
(Observer Research Foun-
dation), published on July
26, 2022, and 'Declassified
Documents Trace U.S. Poli-
cv Shifts on Use of Commer-

cial Satellite Imagery from
1970s to Today’ by Jeffrey
T. Richelson (The National
Security Archive), posted on
November 27, 2012.

As the landscape evolves
with complex, ambiguous
challenges, our national
defense policy must be el-
evated to enhance protec-
tion against aggressors. We
could consider siting aside
disclosures for programs
such as Imagery Analysis
during natural disasters (e.g.,
earthquakes, typhoons, and
cyclones), severe drought
conditions, or instances of
industrial pollution affecting
rivers and forests. Future
scenarios require thorough
planning; recently, the Na-
tional Security Advisory
Board was reconstituted with
former R&AW chief Alok
Joshi as chairperson and
seven new members, thereby
strengthening the security
framework of the country.

ErikJ. Dahl's book, 'Intel-
ligence and Surprise Attack:
Failure and Success from
Pearl Harbor to 9/11 and Be-
yond' provides insight into
the crucial nature of timely,
tactical intelligence and the
importance for decision-
makers to pay close attention
to the Cassandras.

Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

Celebrating
the revival of
Akashvani FM
Jongphi

Editor,
I am writing to express
my sincere delight and ap-

Reflection must follow
retribution

By Jaideep Saikia

The year was 1956. Lai
Bahadur Shastri was then
the Minister of Railways in
the Jawaharlal Nehru cabi-
net. Two back-to-back train
accidents took place that
year taking the life of sev-
eral people. Shastri, owing
moral responsibility, offered
to resign on both occasions.
Whereas Nehru did not ac-
cept Shastri’s resignation
after the Mahbubnagar trail
accident, he did so after the
Ariyalur train accident in
(Tamil Nadu) which hap-
penedjust three months later
after the one that took place
in present day Telangana.

Accidents happen on
roads, trains and air. Stray
cows, errant flight of birds
leading to hits on aircrafts,
heavy downpour and even
drunken driving have re-
sulted in disasters. Both the
Mahbubnagar and Ariyalur
train accidents were not
premeditated. Nor were they
guided by a forbidding for-
eign hand.

But Lai Bahadur Shastri
owned moral responsibil-
ity and resigned from his
position as the Minister for
Railways. It took far more
than mere conscience to do
so. Above all, in both the
above-mentioned train ac-
cidents there were no hints
of Pakistani or anti-India
perpetrators having a hand
in them. Clearly there was
no intelligence failure. Both
the train accidents happened
as aresult oftorrential rains.
Acts of God.

But Lai Bahadur Shastri
resigned. Nearly 70 years
later, twenty-six innocent
civilians died in Kashmir’s
Baisaran meadows. They
were innocent tourists, some
ofwhom were reportedly on
their honeymoon. Kashmir
was onthe upswing and there
was a tourism boom. Elec-
tions to Jammu & Kashmir
were peaceful and the world
felt that the Union Territory
status had finally put fear
and terror behind. But des-
tiny and envious eyes had
ordained otherwise. Terror
struck just six months after
the new governmentofOmar
Abdullah took over the reins
of office.

In 1956, tragedy had vis-
ited two places in India be-
cause nature fated it. But on
22 April 2025 the innocent
people did notmeettheir end
because of torrential rains.
Their 'deaths were ordained

preciation on the occasion
of the revival of Akashvani
FM Jong Phi on April 27,
2025. As a dedicated radio
listener, I, along with count-
less others, keenly felt the
absence of this vibrant and
engaging FM service after
it went off-air on August 7,
2023. The return of Akash-
vani FM Jongphi, which
broadcasts on the FM band
103.6MHz, marks a signifi-
cant and welcome develop-
ment for the radio landscape
of our region. For many
years, this station served as a
vital source ofentertainment,
information, and connection,
particularly for the youth.
Its unique blend of Khasi,
Jaintia, English and Hindi
music and other shows, fos-
tered a special bond with
its listeners. The absence of
such localized and relatable
content created a void that |
am confident its revival will
now fill.

Local radio stations like
Akashvani FM Jongphi play
acrucial role in our commu-
nities. They provide local-
ized information that might
not always find its way to
mainstream media and cover
local events, thus preserving
and promoting our cultural
heritage. They also offer a
platform for local voices and
can contribute significantly
to community building and
a sense of belonging.

While | also advocate
for the revival of The North
Eastern Service Of Akash-
vani's shortwave radio ser-
vice, as highlighted in my
letter published in your es-
teemed newspaper on March
27, 2025, and my ongoing
petition, the return of Akash-
vani FM Jongphi is a positive
step in ensuring diverse and

in Pakistan months ago by
a group of anti-India terror
actors. The meadows of
Baisaran had been identi-
fied, reconnaissance made,
and clinically mapped for
the 22/4 attack by the two
Asims of Pakistan (Pakistan
army chief, Asim Munir and
Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence chief, Asim Ma-
lik). Indeed, it was Asim
Munir who had orchestrated
the attack on a CRPF con-
voy when 40 personnel of
the para-military force were
killed on February 14, 2019
in Pulwama.

The objective this time
around had other motiva-
tions including distracting
attention from Pakistan’s
failed state status, a possible
coup d’etat against Munir
and a deep conspiracy that
had China and Pakistan in
dual concert. But it was also
propelled by a savage glee to
instil both insecurity among
150 crore patriotic Indians
as well as to drive a wedge
between well-meaning re-
ligious communities that
are co-existing in peace in
India.

But Pakistan succeeded
in neither of its objectives.
Kashmir or Kaziranga (or
the elegant climes of Cher-
rapunji or the backwaters
of Kerala) will continue to
attract the rest of India. Nor
can the motivation to divide
Indian brethren ever win.

However, it is also true
that India of 2025 (imme-
diately after the Baisaran
carnage) sought revenge
against Pakistan. Indeed, the
Indian armed forces (the only
organisation in the country
with both a sense of duty
and a conscience) carried out
successful surgical strikes
against terrorist camps bil-
leted inside Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir and inside
Pakistan.

The government of India
made the correct moves, eco-
nomically and militarily. It
was also done with patience
and precision. It did not act
in haste, but in a calibrated
manner after weighing all
the pros and cons. The air-
strikes of 7 May 2025 had
to be undertaken. After all,
the country had experienced
great distress as a result
of Pakistan’s barbaric act.
The families of the victims

accessible radio broadcast-
ing in our state. | commend
Akashvani Shillong for rec-
ognizing the importance of
Akashvani FM Jongphi to
its listeners and for bringing
it back on air. I am hopeful
that its second innings will
be even more successful,
continuing to enrich the lives
ofthe people of Shillong and
beyond.

Yours etc.,
Hamemanbha Lyngdoh Lawai

Via email

India
re-asserts
its sovereign
status

Editor,

Apropos of the headline
news, “PM warns against
‘nuclear blackmail’ (ST May
13,2025) the Prime Minister
rightly declared that India
will not succumb to nuclear
blackmail and emphasized
that any discussions with
Pakistan will only focus
on terrorism and Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir. Navroop
Singh the author of ‘The
Great Reset’ and an expert
in geopolitics and inter-
national affairs, analysed
India’s counter-attack on
Pakistan and described it as
both “amilitary success and
a psychological rupture that
was unexpected by global
powers.”

Operation Sindoor has
unsettled policymakers in
the West, China and Tur-
key. The operation marked
a shift in India’s approach
to defence, challenging the
long-held assumption that
India would exercise re-

wanted concrete visible ac-
tion even if it meant India
waging war against Pakistan.
The operational response
should ideally have been to
systematically track down
the terrorists which accord-
ing to the author are still
hiding in Kashmir or perhaps
Ladakh, even as they are try-
ing to reach Nepal;

Pahalgam is quite far
from the Line of Control.
It was impossible that they
could have gone back to Pak-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) so
quickly. The National Intel-
ligence Agency has identi-
fied one Sheikh Sajjad Gul
as the mastermind of the
Baisaran attack. According
to another report, one Asif
Sheikh of Tral near Pulwama
and another Adil Thokar
of Bijbehara of Anantnag
district were part ofthe five-
member death squad.

But the Indian intelli-
gence has not been able to
track down any of the five
even (at the time of writing
oh 16 May 2025) after 25
days. Instead, a limited 'war
was launched against Paki-
stan which by a convincing
yardstick was fair. The terror
sponsoring Pakistan had to
be taught a lesson. Indeed,
India achieved its objective
when it destroyed nine terror
camps in PoK.

However, it is unfortu-
nate that innocent civilians
were killed in Poonch and
.thereabouts as a result of
relentless Pakistani artillery
shelling and drone strikes,
and there continues to be
speculation about losses
incurred by the Indian Air
Force and the army. Indeed,
some among many were of
the opinion that war was not
the answer to a terror attack.
Instead, New Delhi should
have taken a page out of Is-
rael’s book and replicated the
manner in which it tracked
doy/n the perpetrators of the
Munich massacre of 1972.

Pakistan, despite the
losses it has suffered, will
continue to support terrorism
against India. They did so in
Assam (recall the ISI opera-
tives which the Assam Police
had arrested in 1999-2000!);
they have done so when
the Indian parliament was
sought to be.stormed, they
did so in Mumbai on 26/11
and in Pulwama. Twenty-five

straint in regional conflicts.
John Spencer, US Warfare
expert praised India’s ap-
proach, calling it a “new
doctrine” that redefined red
lines in dealing with terror
attacks. He emphasized that
“restraint is not weakness -
it is discipline in pursuit of
strategic clarity.” Operation
Sindoor demonstrated In-
dia’s offensive and defensive
military capabilities, includ-
ing indigenous platforms in
live combat. India respond-
ed to Pakistani escalations
(such as drone swarms) with
strength but avoided full-
scale war - exemplifying
discipline and deterrence.
India managed the crisis in-
dependently without seeking
, external assistance, reinforc-
ing its sovereign strategic
independence.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh
Via email

Give us back
our footpaths!

Editor,

I would like to thank
Elakyntiew Lyndem for her
letter and for the suggestions
made vis a vis freeing the
footpaths for pedestrians.
1 strongly share her anger
and agony because 1 feel
the same. Iwish to add that
nearly all of our pavements
are taken away from us.
Pedestrians have no claim
on the pavements at all. Of
greater concern is the fact
that the encroachment by
the hawkers in and around
Motphran, Jeep Stand and
Bimola Point is posing a
real threat to the pedestrians
as there is a convergence of
hawkers, pedestrians and ve-

days ago, they perpetrated
the terror in Pahalgam. In
fact, the atmospherics in
the Indian subcontinent has
become more conducive
for anti-India action. The
manner in which a rogue
Bangladesh is mouthing ef-
frontery about the North East
seems to be indicative of a
sinister agenda. China has
showcased itselfprimarily as
an observer in the dramathat
is being played out. But the
factthat it carefully watched
the “effectiveness” of its ar-
maments in combat reveals
that it played an important
role behind the curtains.

The long and short of
the article’s essence is that
a complete rehaul of India’s
top intelligence apparatus
has to be undertaken. The old
school failed to comprehend
the larger picture by which
India is being compromised
time and again. The present
crop ofiintelligence czarsjust
does not have the ability to
think “out-of-the-box”. The
days of traditional intelli-
gence engineering are over.
Today, a country that has
been repeatedly afflicted by
terror must know the im-
peratives of the three ocular
sights. These, apart from the
technologies and gambits
(as in a game of chess!), are
a “satellite point of view”, a
“room’s point of view” and
an “ant’spoint ofview”. Itis
only a sophisticated combi-
nation of the three aforesaid
views thatwould bring forth
the clairvoyance and the so-
phistication that India needs
to attain and achieve at this
time in its history. There is
a clear need to “ring out the
old and ring in the new”.
The country needs a set of
fresh attire in its wardrobe™
of intelligence.

Lai Bahadur Shastri re-
signed because of torrential
rains.

Must not people today in
the helm of India’s national
security and intelligence
ponder as to what they must
do because they failed to read
the signs of the Rawalpindi
murderers?

. The least they can do for
God and Country isto apolo-
gise and, in the noble legacy
of Lai Bahadur Shastri, gra-
ciously step down.

(Jaideep Saikia is India3
foremost strategist and best-
selling author)

hicles all in one place. These
are not the only spaces where
hawkers have set up shops.
In fact, opening of shops
and laying out wares by the
hawkers just about anywhere
with no permission required,
exemption from paying rent
are common images-here in
the state capital.

As always, one urges the
Government to find vending
zones for the hawkers and
notnonchalantly settle park-
ing lots as befitting vending
zones to the inconvenience
of others. Well, there are as
yet no hawkers to take up
the stalls yet but the vehicle
owners are certainly deprived
of parking space. However,
to come back to the need to
return the pavements back
to the pedestrians, one can-
not help but point at the
two gates at the Shillong
Civil Hospital that have
permanent stalls of those
who set them up a few years
ago and new ones that have
just emerged. Convenient,
aren’t they? Between these
two gates the bus shed has
turned into another space for
hawkers. It is nextto impos-
sible for pedestrians to use
this stretch of the sidewalk.
This isjust another pavement
that no longer belongs to
pedestrians.

Will we ever find a solu-
tion? Will the hawkers get
their vending zones? Will the
pedestrians get their pave-
ments? Only time will tell.

Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Crime arid
Curriculum

By Ellerine Diengdoh

Education is the process
of learning things you didn’t
know you needed, so you
can forget them later. It is
also how the system takes
tiny children and gradually
turns them into taller, more
confused adults with degrees
and no jobs. In Meghalaya,
this process has reached new
heights—mostly because
no one’s looked down in a
while.

Let’s begin with the NEP.
That’s the New Education
Policy, not a.new shampoo
brand, though both promise
transformation and mostly
leave you with regret and
split ends. The NEP was
meant to revolutionise edu-
cation across India, which
is why, in our state, it be-
gan right at the top—with
postgraduate programmes.
Apparently, if you want to
change how six-year-olds
learn counting, the best place
to start iswith people who’ve
already studied quantum
mechanics. From there, it
trickled down slowly, like
a stubborn tap, into col-

leges, where no parents nor .

students asked questions,
because they weren’t quite
sure which ones to ask.
Eventually and almost by

accident, it reached schools.
Which makes perfect sense,
because when you build a
house you start with the roof
and move down to the foun-
dation. I could say more, but
I’'m saving it for my next
article, which I’ll also write
backwards, just to stay true
to the spirit of the NEP.

by collecting documents,
clearing their browser cache,
praying to the router, and
reading instructions that
appear to have been written
under duress. Ifthey manage
to pass, it won’t be because
of the system. It’ll be in
spite of it!

Just when you thought
things couldn’t get stranger,
the Class 10 results arrived
with a shock.They were so
unexpectedly good, that
they caused a crisis. The
administration immediately
held emergency meetings,
not to "celebrate", but to

.figure out what to do with

all these, newly qualified,
bright-eyed students. Until
then, the plan is to have no
plan. Apparently, nobody
expected success. Success
wasn’t in the budget. Now,
schools are scrambling to
find space, desks, teachers,
possibly even bunk beds. If
there’s one thing we know,
it’s that the system works
best when its collective rear
is on fire. That’swhenthings
move—not with strategy,
but with smok® trails and
panic.

Then there’s inclusive
education—our bold com-
mitment to ensuring every

child gets a chapc¥, prefer-
ably sometime before they
turn 30. Word on the street
is that the authorities have
hired exactly one special
needs teacher. For all the.
schools in town. What is
interesting, is that inclusive
education now means, inclu-
sively sharing one exhausted

“The idea was to have a single testfor all
students across India. Unfortunately, the script
seems to have gotten lost somewhere between
Delhi and the Northeast. Now, with the test so
close thatyou can smell the ink on the question
papers, itsfinally occurred to someone that
students might—just might—need an exam
centre in the state they live in. So, in a last-minute
scramble, officials rushedto ask the NTA ifthey d
be kind enough to conduct CUET here. ”

Next comes CUET, the
Common University En-
trance Test. It’s called “Com-
mon” because it is meant
for everyone, “University”
because you’ll need one to
decipher it, and “Entrance”
because escape is no longer
an option. The idea was
to have a single test for
all students across India.
Unfortunately, the script
seems to have gotten lost
somewhere between Delhi
and theNortheast. Now, with
the test so close that you can
smell the ink on the question
papers, it’s finally occurred
to someone that students
might—just might—need an
exam centre in the state they
live in. So, in a last-minute
scramble, officials rushed
to ask the NTA if they’d
be kind enough to conduct
CUET here. The NTA, natu-
rally, responded by blinking
slowly and refreshing the
page.

When asked why none
of this was planned earlier,
public officials pointed at
each other, then at the sky,
and finally at their shoes—
possibly in case responsibil-
ity had fallen on the floor. As
for those responsible for last
year’s CUET mess, they’ve
vanished. Some say they’re
on leave. Others say they’ve
transcended to a higher plane
of bureaucracy, where noth-
ing happens and no one is
to blame.

Still, the exam will hap-
pen. Students are preparing

human being among dozens
of classrooms and saying,
“we sort ofnoticed the prob-
lem and tossed one person at
it before running away” -

In a scene straight out of
a farce, we finally arrive at
Meghalaya’s first State Uni-
versity. It exists, or itdoesn*t,
depends on who you ask and
how loudly. The administra-
tion said colleges wouldn’t
be forced to affiliate, which
in official language means,
“You have a choice, between
yes and yes” Twenty-two
colleges “agreed,” either out
of enthusiasm, confusion,
or the timeless instinct to
nod, just to get the meet-
ing over with. NEHU, the
existing university, wasn’t
too thrilled about colleges
two-timing it. Because in
academia, playing the field
only leads to heartbreak and
amountain ofangiy emails.
Now, colleges are in a state
ofuncertainty—not the deep
philosophical kind, but the
literal kind. They genuinely
don’t know who they belong
to, or whether their degrees
will arrive in envelopes or
through a seance.

Our education system
isn’t collapsing. It’s just
been asleep so long, we’ve
started calling the snoring
“progress”. As Mark Twain
put it, “I have never let my
schooling interfere with my
education.” And judging by
how things are going, that
might be the only advice left
worth following....
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Four lifestyle ha

may help you live to 100

115-year-old Surrey woman
Anamed Ethel Caterham has of-
ficially been handed the title of
the oldest living human alive.
Many people reading this news may
wonder what Caterham's secret is.
While it isn't usually a good ideato
take health and longevity advice from
supercentenarians (as they're often
the exception rather than the rule),
there are some lifestyle pointers that
we can take from research on groups
of long-lived people that might help
us increase our chances of living a
longer life.

Physical activity

Physical activity is good for you
- who knew? Research shows that
people who are more physically active
each day tend to live longer, healthier
lives. One study found that going
from no physical activity to about 75
minutes per week of brisk walking
increased life expectancy by about
two years.

But perhaps less welj known isjust
how bad inactivity is for your health
and longevity. It's a tad difficult to
explain, but the positive effects of
exercis™ are actually different from
the negative effects of inactivity. That
means that you can have a positive'
influence on your health by being
both more active and avoiding being
inactive.

Yet as good as structured exercise
is for you, itcan't by itself offset the
harms ofinactivity and sitting all day.
Research even Shows that being sed-
entary is associated with higherrisk of
premature death from any cause.

If you want to live longer, you
should try to avoid sitting for long pe-
riods oftime ifpossible. Practical tips
for this include standing up every 30
minutes, going to see someone in the
office instead of calling or emailing
them and standing on public transport
during commuting. This, plus the aim
to do about 30 minutes moderate ex-
ercise most days will help maximise
your odds of a long, healthy life.

Eatyourveggies

The advice many kids dread: eat
your vegetables if you want to live a

long time.
Arecent study that followed around
100,000 people over a 30 year period

found that people
who made it to 70
years of age in good
health (meaning they
had no chronic dis-
eases) typically ate
more fruits, vegeta-
bles, whole grains,
nuts and legumes,
and fewer trans-fats,
red or processed
meats, fried foods and sugary foods.
Importantly, this study doesn't say that
you must be a vegan, or never eat red
meats - it only identifies trends within
diets associated with healthy ageing.
When and how much you eat may
also play arole when it comes to age-
ing. Research on ca-
loric restriction and
intermittent fasting
in animals has shown
both can increase
lifespan.
* Our preliminary
work in humans
has also shown that
following a fasting
diet for three weeks
can cause similar,
positive mfitabolic
shifts that match
what we’ve seen in
animalsthat will live
longer. However, larger studies over
longer time-frames are needed to
establish effects on healthspan and

lifespan in humans.
Sleep

Regular, good quality sleep is
also important for lifelong health
and overall longevity.

In a study of about 500,000 Brit-
ish people, irregular sleep patterns
were associated with a 50% higher
risk of early death compared to
those with regular sleep patterns.
Shift workers showed higher risk
for strokes, and nurses who worked
rotating shifts for decades were less

healthy and
had earlier
deaths at

,retirement
compared to
nurses who
didn't work
shifts. While
this data sug-

iV gests that

good quality,
regular sleep
is important

for good health,
how much sleep
you need and
when you should
go to bed appears
to be highly in-
dividualistic.

This makes
giving pop-
ulation-wide
recommenda-
tions difficult
- which is
why the NHS
recommends
adults get
between 7-9
hours sleep.

Stress

Stress has many effects oh your
health. For instance, increasing evi-

- ‘Star - Gazing’

By PL Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon sextile Saturn on your solar return chart which is good. You will have
a wonderful time. Financially you will be strong and stable. New sources
of income can be tapped. Money and wealth will keep coming. You can
investin land, building, real-estate, gold, fixed deposits etc. You can also
enter into a new business in partnership or collaboration. Your business
will rise and you wiHget good profits. Your associates/partner will help you
a lot New job offers too can come. Your professional circle will grow. You
will meet a lot of influential persons. A lovely person will come in your life
all of a sudden leading to a very warm and fulfilling relationship. Marriage
looks certain. Your siblings will make good progress and you will keep on
guiding them. You will share good bonding with your spouse. Health will
remain perfect Children will shine in studies.

‘This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 - April 20) This phase brings mixed results. You are able to

find ahealthybalance between work and home. Relationships
and partnerships benefit from expansive, warm energy, or
successful new ones are entered intoin tfiis period. You are
likely to Benefit through marriage, business partnerships and
negotiations. You need tonegofiate with more care than before.
Financial benefits could possibly come through partnerships.
You may find yourselftaking on the role ofconsultantoradvisor.
Good publicity may come your way. If your work takes you
before the public, you can safely expect popularity.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) You would have an excellent aptitude for under-
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standing the fine arts; especially activities related to dance,
music and singing. You are more productive witha responsible
outlook. Although you have a desire to make contacts, you
are now rather pre-occupied with learning or producing. You
could feel an unusual pressure to structure your time and
effort,andtocutoutcommunicationthatseemsunnecessary.
You will have ideally gained a greaterdepth of understanding,
having focused on information and communication that you
really can use to feel more effective inthe world.,You maintain
harmonious relations in friendship and love.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) This is a phase that brings fortune, trips, creativ-
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ity and communication. Plenty of social activities also figure
at this time. A strong mental connection with a loved one is
likely. You might meet a partner through learning avenues. A
tendency to think too much and to focus on serious or even
negative issues should be watched.The skillsyou areworking
80 on  k®vata"e 'n®'e coding wéeks. Work could
involve more counseling or collaborating with a partner. This
is a favorable time to reach out for higher learning and join
new coursesto improve your professional skills and efficiency.
You may redecorate your house as you bring new furniture,
soft furnishings and decoration items.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) This phase brings new beginnings, whether this

means a fresh start in existing relationships or new ones
altogether. Power struggles are possible in close personal
relationships. Your relationships tend to have distinctthemes
revolving around personal power, domination, jealousy, ma-
nipulation, or self-will. Study business offers and professional
opportunities indetail before rejecting or accepting them. You
are especially fond of higher studies, children and spirituality.
It is a time when you need to let go of things that no longer
serve their purposeand hold on to things that have a future.

Leo: (July 23 mAugust 23)The planetary configuration would help to boost

your morale and self-confidence as you meet difficult tasks
and resolve work related issues. The lines of communica-
tion open up between you and your partner. Sharing daily
events and goings-on with one another gives you much
pleasure. This can also suggest a real learning experience
with someone with whom you can share ideas and come to
a better understanding of how you define yourself. Meeting
a partner through travel or educational activities is also pos-
sible. Partnering with a co-worker, or working with a partner,
could also figure strongly.

Sunday, May 18, 2025

Virgo: (August 24 mSeptember 22)This period brings commercial transac-
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tions and business deals tothe forefront. Money matters take
priority, as some unexpected expenditures have to be njet.
You would have cordial relations with colleagues and friends
and have an enjoyable time in interacting and conversing
with your loved ones. Life picks up pace considerably, and
you feel like you can move mountains; and you probably
can. This is the time to go after what you want. It is easier
than usual to be sensible about your diet, health, hygien£,
and fitness needs.

Libre: (September 23 - October 23)The planetary configuration brings suc-

tl

cess, responsibility and maturity. You have much energy for
new moneymaking projects, or for stepping up existing ones.
Matters ofthe heart touch you deeply. You may willingly play
a supportive role to the family and offer compassion and self-
less love. This is a rather happy, goal-oriented time on the
professional front. Relationships take on a fun outlook and
activities with children increase. You possess extra charm in
your professional interactions. A new affair is in the offing for
the unattached. More opportunities to socialize and network
could present themselves now.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)You would exhibit mastery in yourfield

of activities during this phase. You achieye goals and targets
ontime. This isan exceptionally exciting time as professional

. andbusinessopportunitiesareofferedtoyouatthistime.Your

communications, presentations and style bring you closer to
peoplewho mattertoyou asyou make a favourable impression
on them. You need to keep your eyes open for opportunities
in these areas of life. You might also spend a lot of time in
physical activities like sports and games.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21) You are emotional, loving and

#

caring in personal relationships and family situations. You are
more receptive and gentler on a romantic level and tend to
be sentimental with your family and relations. If you do geta
chance to travel, which could come up quite unexpectedly,
unusual, eye-opening experiences may be in store for you.
The people that you meet tend to stir you into new ways of
thinking. You are more inclined towards a personal philosophy
that is traditional now. You may encounter some challenges
regarding shared finances or property.

Capricorn: (December 22 -January 20)Issues ofshared resources, shares and

possessions are featured thisweek. Take chargeofyour life by
taking the necessary steps to make yourself feel secure--on
solid financial grounds. You have more work, and you may be
offered a leadership role in your organization. This isa phase
of professional stability and good financial returns. You are
called upon to take a stand. If you continue to tend to your
partner's comfort levels while ignoring your own, feelings of
resentment and neglect can affect your relationship.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) You would get mixed results this week.

You would initiate a current offorceful energy to achieve suc-
cessin an importantventure. Finances are a serious matterfor
you, and you could take pleasure in building your resources
and analyzing your cash flow. There'is a fine line between
financial discipline and worrying excessively about financial
details. You tackle domestic and work-related issues and
handle all these issues successfully. Surprises surrounding
personal matters, shared finances and resources andfinancial
support may be in store.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) This phase brings cooperation and harmony

professionally and enhances your reputation and public stand-
ing. You would find more joy in your daily routines. Although
work can be rather hectic at times, you tend to enjoy taking
care of all the details. Amove towards working outofthe home
is likely for many of you. If you have been trying to land a
dream job, this is more likely to occur now. Get in touch with
what feels most comfortable for you, and the intimacy level
in your relationship will step up. Avoid over-analyzing your
relationships or treating them more like businesses. .

dence shows that early-life stressors
(such as loss of a parent, neglect or
abuse) can negatively affect health
later in life - even down to a molecular
and cellular level by increasing in-
flammation levels in ways that could
increase the risk of poor health and
premature death in older age.

Conversely, older adults that show
increased psychological resilience to
stress are less likely to die from any
cause.

As little as eight weeks of regular
yoga is enough to improve psychologi-
cal resilience in older adults.

Possibly linked is the effect of so-
cial connections. Those that live more
socially active lives also tend to live
longer. In fact, people over 65 who are
socially active daily are three times
more likely to live for five more years
compared to those that almost never
engage in social activities.

It's a common finding that strong
social networks appear to enhance
longevity. This may be due to the way
social connections help us alleviate

stressors in our
IB* lives.
The role of
genetics
While there
are many life-
style habits we.
can change, one
thing we can't
control when
it comes to our
lifespans is ge-
netics. Some re-
search suggests
that naturally-
occurring mutations in genes associ-
ated with longevity are more common
in long-lived people.

Although it's hard to tease out the
role of genetics versus lifestyle when
it comes to lifespan, current predic-
tions suggest that longevity is between
20-40% related to genetics.

But good genetics aren't every-
thing. Although Ethel Caterham has
made it to the remarkable age of
115 - and one of her sisters lived to
be 104 - Caterham's two daughters
pre-deceased her at 71 and 83 years
of age. (The Conversation)

hen we think about the
quture of food, it's unlikely
that crickets, meal worms

or grasshoppers come to mind. But
believe it or not, insects mightjust be
one of the most promising answers to
two big global problems: feeding a
growing (and ageing) population and
fighting climate change. As the world's
population heads towards 10 billion by
2050, we're going to need a lot more
food - and especially more protein.

In Ireland, where our research was
based, this matters even more because
our population is ageing. Older adults
need more protein to stay healthy and
independent as they age, but often they
don't eat enough of it.

At the same time, we also have
to take care of the planet. Producing
traditional protein sources like beef,
pork and chicken uses up a lot of land,
water and energy - and creates a lot of
greenhouse gases.

Where do insects fit in?

Insects are packed with high-
quality protein. They also contain
good fats,-vitamins and minerals like
iron and zinc. Some species are just as
nutritious, ifnot more so, than chicken
or beef. Even better, they're much
more sustainable. Insects need very
little space, water, or food to grow,
and they produce far fewer greenhouse
gas emissions. For example, crickets
need 12 times less feed than cattle to
produce the same amount of protein.

This makes them a great option for
countries like Ireland which wants to
cut down on its environmental impact
while still providing healthy food for
everyone, including older adults who
need extra protein to prevent muscle
loss and frailty.

Despite all the good things about
insect protein, most people in Ireland
aren't exactly rushing out to eat a
cricket sandwich. I led aresearch proj-
ect, conducted by Sarah Mae Crosse,
Aoife Finlay and Sarah Dooley, which
looked at what Irish adults think about
eating insects. We found that while
some people are open to the idea,
many still say "no thanks".

The main reasons? Disgust, fear of
the unknown and not knowing how
to cook or prepare them. People also
worry about taste and texture. One
participant said: "It's just weird - it
makes my stomach turn,” while an-
other admitted they'd be okay with it
"as long as | don't see any legs stick-
ing out”.

(SIX)
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Increasing appeal

The way insects are served also
makes a big difference. People are much.
more willing to try insect protein when
it's ground up into a powder and added
to foods they already like, like protein
bars, pasta, bread,- or burgers. In .this
form, it's just another ingredient and it
doesn't look like a bug anymore.

Another big factor is education.,
When people learn about how insect
protein can help the environment and
support healthy ageing, they’re more"
likely to give it a go. In our student-
led focus groups, some participants
changed their minds after hearings
about the benefits. "I didn't realise
it was so high in protein or that it's"
good for the planef,” one said. "I’d try
it now, especially if it tasted okay.",
Getting more people on board with
insect protein isn'tjust about making it,
tasty - it's also about trust. Clear rules,
and food safety standards from the
government can help people feel more",
confident about trying something new!
Plus, supermarkets and food producers ~
need to make these products easy to
find and affordable.

Schools, colleges and community,
groups can play a big role too. COok-,
ing demos, taste tests and education,
campaigns can make insect protein-
seem less weird and more like a smart,
forward thinking choice. As more
people try these foods and share their
experiences, the idea of eating insects;
could go from gross to normal.

With the right mix ofscience, educarr
tion and smart marketing, we mightalL
be munching on insect powered protein
foods before long. (The Conversation)-*
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FromGPSto m aile r forecasts: How
Australia relies onforeign satellites

ou have probably used space at
least 20 times today. Satellites
let you buy a coffee with your

phone, book a rideshare,- navigate

your way to meet someone, and check
the weather.

Satellites are also essential for
monitoring floods, cyclones and bush-
fires, and supporting the people they
affect. Farmers depend on satellite
data, too, as floes everyone trying to
understand and tacklg climate change,
not to mention our military.

Yet Australia’s access to space
services depends almost entirely on
satellites owned and run by foreign
governments and companies. In an
increasingly uncertain world, having
our own sovereign space technology
is becoming even more important for
security.

But what exactly do we need to
secure? And how can space help us
do it? My colleagues and | at the Aus-
tralian Centre for Space Governance
have thought through these questions
and presented them in a policy paper
series —and we have some recom-
mendations for the government.

Space services
are essential

Since 2022, the Australian govern-
ment has considered space technology
to be "critical infrastructure™. In other
words, if the space-based services
we use were destroyed or disrupted,
it "would have a debilitating impact
on Australia's defence and national
security, a destabilising effect on the
population, and cause significant dam-
age to the economy".

However, Australia is entirely
dependent on foreign partners for
space-based services such as commu-
nications and Earth observation.

Another crucial kind of satellite-
powered service is "position, naviga-
tion and timing" -rthings like GPS,
which is owned and operated by the
US government. Even a temporary
loss of these services could pose sig-
nificant risks to Australia's telecom-
munications and energy systems, as
well as disaster response.

According to Australia's 2024
National Defence Strategy, space ca-
pabilities are "equally as important as
the maritime, land and air domains".
But we are in many respects simply
users of space infrastructure that be-
longs to partner countries for our mili-
tary needs. There are opportunities to

increase our role in these partnerships
if we place more emphasis on how
Australia can be a contributor.

An uncertain world .

Almost all the satellite data that
supports our agriculture, banking,
transport, climate monitoring, bush-
fire and flood response —and connects
rural, remote and regional Australians
—comes from the US, Europe and
Japan. This dependency poses sig-
nificant risks'.

If any of those countries have to
prioritise their own national needs in
anatural disaster - such as the Sea of
Japan earthquake in January last year
—we might lose access. Even tempo-
,rary loss of service can be disruptive,
such as the temporary outage in 2023
Ofa UK satellite that impacted farm-
ers in Australia and New Zealand.

The same might happen if any of_
those countries stopped providing
data for political or national security
reasons. These risks are only increas-
ing as our dependency on satellite ser-
vices grows, and our relationship with
the US may become less certain.

What do we want
from space?

Many of Australia's international
partners are also questioning their
dependence on the US, and prioritis-
ing their domestic needs. Many have
national space policies, or at least a
clear idea ofwhat sovereign space ca-
pabilities they want to invest in. This
is what Australia needs, too.

Greater cooperation on new space
technologies could help our shared in-
terests with our neighbours. Obvious

areas include regional security, cli-
mate response, supporting agriculture,
and internet connectivity needs.

One obstacle, as we discovered-
.when we ran a national public opin-'
ion survey last year, is that Australia'
doesn't have a clear vision of what it-’
wants from space.

In government, too, there is little
shared understanding ofhow satellites
and related infrastructure feed in to
our national priorities and needs.

Sovereign satellites

Our country already excels at
what's called the "ground segment”
for space —things like satellite dishes
and data management. One example
is the satellite dish operated by Geo-
science Australia in Alice Springs,
on land leased from the Indigenous-
owned business, the Centre for Ap-
propriate Technology. But we don't;
have any sovereign satellites.

In 2023, the government scrapped
a billion-dollar project including four
Earth-observation satellites, citing
budget constraints. In 2024, a planned,
military-grade satellite communications
system worth AUD seven billion was
also cancelled due to lack of cash.

But in 2025, it's anew term of gov-
ernment. New minister, for industry
and science Tim Ayres may revisit
these decisions. It certainly aligns _
with his support for a "Future Made
in Australia”. This time around, the
space industry and researchers will
need to do abetterjob at communicat-
ing why satellites matter so much to
our national well-being and security.
(The Conversation)
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Strange ‘advance info’

SEVERAL situations surrounding India’s
cross-border engagement with Pakistan were
not normal in nature or perception. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi has rightly caught on to a
statement that ‘advance information’ had been
given from the highest government level in
Delhi to Pakistan that a ‘retaliation’ to the Pa-
halgam massacre was in the offing, and that the
idea was only to target terrorist outfits, not the
military. This obvious info-leak was attributed
to External Affairs Minister, S Jaishankar. Re-
ports from Pakistan had hinted as much - that
they were informed about some action,-though
it happened all of a sudden after a brief pause;
which ‘caught them off guard’ and yet they
“caught up” with the situation in ajiffy through

military retaliation.

On the face of it, this “sharing” of informa-
tion looks abnormal if not absurd. Pakistan
was repeatedly provoking Indiawith its ‘terror’
tactics; and the surgical strikes did not have
the desired impact in the long run. Killing of
over 40 CRPF jawans by a suicide squad with
Pakistani link in 2019 was a big provocation;
now, what happened in Pahalgam was a worse
provocation - identifying Hindu tourists and
killing them right in front of their women and
children. Some 26 persons were slain in the
most brutal manner. With an avowed aim to
inflict a thousand cuts on India, Pakistan was
never a friend to this country. Moreover, hits on
terrorist outfits within Pakistan did not warrant

an advance intimation

or concurrence. Such

an indulgence would defeat the very purpose
of a military action - more so as these terrorist
outfits were offshoots of the Pakistani military.
Its military intelligence is directly involved in
the training and arming of terrorists. It is also
perceived that Pakistani soldiers with special
training are sent in as terrorists to unsettle life
in Kashmir. Clearly, informing the military there
that India was targeting only the terrorists and
not the military was a grave error. For sure, the
Pakistani military went into quick action and
moved the likes of Masood Azhar into “safe”
locations and provided them double protection.
Which could be why India could liquidate only
Azhar’s sister and her family, not the terror

mastermind himself.
The abrupt manner

in which the military

action was ended by India - immediately after
demolishing Pakistan’s air defence'systems
- raised many an eyebrow. In normal course,
this was ‘facilitation’ for a larger offensive; not
an end in itself. Then, abruptly, things cooled
down. How the leadership should act in such
sensitive situations is not for us to dictate. Yet,
there are many unanswered questions. Deput-
ing an all-party delegation abroad is seen as an
attempt to “buy peace” within and to win the
allegiance of those countries. Rahul Gandhiwas
alsojustified in demanding that the government
make clear how many fighterjets Indialost in ac-
tion. The Modi government tactfully maintains
that Operation Sindoor has not been called off
-thereby keeping its mouth shut on many vital
aspects. Clearly there are missing links that do

not addvup.

| etters to the Editor

Teachers in crisis:
Salary delay
sgoarks concern

d

itor,

Through your esteemed -
newspaper, | wish to highlight
apressing issue affecting the
teachers and staff of Deficit
Schools in Meghalaya. The
delay in sanctioning salaries
for nearly three months has
caused significant hardship
for these educators, who are
the pillars of our education
system. Many teachers are
struggling to meet their daily
needs, pay for their children’s
education expenses, and some
are even finding it difficult to
cover medical expenses or
pay insurance premiums
and loan repayments. The
mid-term examinations are
approaching and if students
cannot pay their fees they
may be debarred from writ-
ing their examinations. This
is a matter of great concern
for parents awaiting their
salaries.

Despite repeated appeals
and assurances, there has been
no concrete action, thereby
leaving teachers in distress
and unable to meet their daily

needs. Such neglect not only
demoralizesthe teaching com-
munity but also hampers the
quality of education in the
state. | urge the government
to treatthis matter with utmost
priority and expedite the sanc-
tion and release of salaries at
the earliest. This promptaction
would bring much-needed
reliefto our teachers and help
maintain the quality ofeduca-
tion in our state.

We hope that with your
platform’s support, our voices
will be heard, and the neces-
sary steps will be taken to
address this issue.

Yours etc.,

Aldrin M. Sangma,
(Assistant Teacher),
Rongkhon Deficit U.P.
School, Tura

Peace cannot be
brokered by those

who enable war

Editor

Apropos the thought-pro-
voking letter titled “Can India
make peace with a nation that
celebrates terror?” by Salil
Gewali, (ST May 15,2025), |
am inspired to write this letter,

A Game Changer for
Meghalaya’s Economy

At the outset 1 want read-
ers to understand two basic
issues that this write-up will
cover. First is the prime desire
of the indigenous tribals of
Meghalaya to develop, while
also being masters and in con-
trol of their land, its resources
and in particular its economy.
Second, it shall try and analyse
the latest opportunity to come
our way in achieving the first
primary desire mentioned
above. The greatest fear we
have, and this is drummed into
our psyche since childhood, is
the fear of one day becoming
“hewers of wood and carriers
of water,” in our own land.
Well the way we are going
about fiddling and fooling
around with our resources,
both human and natural, might
well make that sad day come
about earlier than desired. So,
time to change that. Time to rid
ourselves of the demoralising
conspiracy theory that we are
underdogs, constantly under
threat of losing ownership
of our land. We have more
than adequate laws to protect
our tribal interests. That we
dont use them is a different
story. However the time has
come for a more aggressive
broadband vision ofthe future.
Time has arrived to become
more positive and futuristic
about ourselves; to instill hope,
aspiration and self confidence
in ouryoungsters; to hone their
survival skills; manage their
own land; become masters
over their own destinies. The
job of our generation is to
facilitate the process. Time to
accept we have only borrowed
our children’s tomorrow for
our today. Not the other way
round.

Atthisjuncture I referto K
N Kumar’sarticle “Meghalaya
should chip in to India’s Sili-
constory” (ST May 12,2025).
It's something that all who
desire Meghalaya’s economic
development must read, espe-
cially ourpoliticians. It speaks
about the Tata Group’s latest
semi-conductor investment of
Rs 27,000 crores at Jagiroad
Assam that holds promise to
provide tens of thousands of
jobs, directly and indirectly ,
to boostup Assam’s economy.
The article questions as to
why Meghalaya should not
be part of such opportunities?
| endorse Ms question: Why?
Why shouldnt Meghalaya and
its people also benefitthe same
way, especially with jobs for

.our unemployed youth? We

have 9,44,350 unemployed
youth, aged between 15-29
years, representing 85% ofthe
total 11.11 lakh unemployed
persons inthe state (GoM fig-
ures). Government jobs have
dried up so there’s no scope of
employmentthere. Thousands
line up for one single govern-
ment clerical vacancy. So what
livelihood prospects does the
state offer the youth? Hardly
anything.

Desperate youths after
years of investing in education
end up as daily wage labour-
ers, taxi drivers, rapido riders,
sewing and embroidery entre-
preneurs,jadoh stall owners or
as street vendors and hawkers.
This is the urban employment
scene. In the rural areas it's
even worse. There our edu-
cated youth simply disappear
into the cracks of ignominy.
It's pathetic ifnot so downright

which | believe offers some
informative perspectives.

Since independence, India
has fought three full-fledged
wars against Pakistan and one
against China. The USA arid
UK were never fully on India’s
side butconsistently advocated
for “ceasefire.” But that cease-
firewas invain, asunderscored
by Salil Gewali.

We all remember what
happened during the 1971
Bangladesh Liberation War.
Even in 2016, after the surgi-
cal strike on a terrorist camp
in Pakistan, the US called only
for de-escalation. During the
ongoing Operation Sindoor,
the US initially voiced sup-
port for India’s fight against
terrorism—but then, quite
prematurely, tweeted on X
calling for a “full and imme-
diate ceasefire,” for reasons
best known to the POTUS and
the CIA. The follow-up tweet
suggesting a “trade bait” was
baffling, especially consider-
ing that complex trade and
tariff negotiations are still
underway.

Pakistan’s Defence Min-
ister, Khawaja Mohammad
Asif, admitted in an interview
with a British news channel

By Toki Blah

tragic! Meanwhile those who
manage to take up higher stud-
ies in specific technical courses
cannot return home because of
lack of employment opportu-
nities matching their talents.
Such highly qualified youth
have no option but to leave
Meghalaya and seek employ-
ment elsewhere. A brain drain
ofour brightest istaking place.
This cannot go on. We need to
put a stop to this sorry state
of affairs and the only way to
do this is by improving our
economy. Can we? Let's try
and find out, shall we.

For starters let's take the
introduction and establish-
ment of a semi-conductor
assembling industry in Me-
ghalaya as a game changer for
our Economy. In Assam the
semi-conductor industry came
about because of a dynamic
and far-sighted ChiefMinister.
The political will was there. So
does Meghalaya possess such
political will and perception?
My beliefisyes, as Meghalaya
can match this through our
own Chief Minister who is
technology sawy and quite
well versed with the intrica-
cies of the electronic world.
The corollary to this positive
political quality is, if other
corporate bodies, desiring to
set up similar microchip and
semiconductor units were to
approach Meghalaya, are we
institutionally prepared to
accept such an offer? Again
I say, ‘why not!” We have the
Meghalaya Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation (MIDC)
that was established specifi-
cally for such circumstances..
The MIDC can set up a semi-
conductor industrial park to
accommodate the needs of
this particular industry. Tribal
ownership over land will not
be compromised as it will re-
main and owned by anentity of
this tribal state and not handed
over to outside corporations.
The fear of alienation oftribal
land is thus nullified. Within
the Park the MIDC should be
made to address other issues
of “Tribal Interest,” such as
maximum employment op-
portunities, at all levels, for
locals. This is important and
should form the basis for any
tie-up with outside investors.
Government should also step
in to provide other infrastruc-
tural amenities such as roads,
drinking water, housing and
electricity (recent announce-
ment of existence of surplus
power by the Power Minister
is most assuring).

The question of skilled
workers will however defi-
nitely arise. Do we have such
workers? Doubtful at present
but once there is political
will, this handicap can easily
be overcome. One is given
to understand that a class 12
pass (regardless of stream),
can be given adequate train-
ing to fitin as a skilled worker
for the unit. We can develop
partnerships with local and
national academic institutions
(IT Guwahati, NIELIT, and
NITs) for workforce training,
diploma, and certification
programs tailored to semi-
conductor manufacturing and
ancillary services. A training
programme for Master trainers
to train people in Meghalaya

that Pakistan had carried out
“dirty work” on behalf of the
West when questioned about
itshistory offunding and back-
ing terror outfits. Doesn't this
raise questions about the US’s
direct or indirect involvement
in terrorism across India over
the years? A look at historical
evidence shows that the US
has allegedly supported and
financed several militant or in-
surgent groups, many ofthem
Islamist. These include:

e The. Mujahideen in Af-
ghanistan (1979-89)

* The Coritras in Nicaragua
(1980s)

*The Mujahideenin Bosnia
& Herzegovina (1990s)

* The Northern Alliance in
Afghanistan (1996-2001)

» Kurdish militant groups
(some factions ofthe PKK and
others supported selectively
by the US in Iraq and' Syria in.
different contexts)

« Syrianrebel groups (2011—
17) In the present context, has
the USA really abandoned
Pakistan to fend for itself? It
has rather supported Pakistan
by facilitating a $2.8 billion
IMF loan in the middle of Op-
eration Sindoor. Hasn’tthe US
claimed to support India’s war

itself can also be thought of.
Private Universities of the
state should be keen for such
a role. The semi-conductor
plant itself can accommodate
thousands of workers. Of
significance however are the
employment spin-offs from
ancillary units that offer far
greater potential for massive
self employment opportuni-
ties. To create a robust and
self-sustaining semiconductor
ecosystem, a wide range ofan-
cillary (supporting) units will
be essential. These units will
not only supply critical inputs
and services to the main facil-
ity but also drive job creation
and regional industrialization.
Listed below are some of the
more significant ones to sup-
port-the Tata Semiconductor
Unit at Jagiroad, Assam.

Key Ancillary Units needed

The following ancillary
units, owned and run by lo-
cals, are expected to come up
around the Jagiroad facility.
The same should apply for
Meghalaya.

1 Specialty Chemicals and
Gases Suppliers to provide
ultra-pure chemicals (acids,
solvents, etchants) and pro-
cess gases (nitrogen, aigon,
hydrogen, etc.) essential for
chip assembly, packaging,
and testing.

2. Cleanroom and Environ-
mental Control Servicestopro-
vide Design, construction, and
maintenance of cleanrooms
and controlled environments
to ensure contamination-free
manufacturing.

3. Precision Equipmentand
Tooling Suppliers to (a) Sup-
ply specialized: machinery for
assembly, wire bonding, flip-
chip packaging, testing, and in-
spection (including automated
optical inspection and X-ray
machines).(b) Maintenance,
calibration, and spare parts
services for these machines.

4. Packaging Materials
Manufacturersto produce lead
frames,' substrates, ceramic
and organic packages, plastic
encapsulation materials, and
advanced packaging solutions
(such as Integrated Systems
Packaging).

5. Electronic Components
and Consumables to supply
solder balls, bonding wires,
adhesives, tapes, and other
consumables required for chip
packaging and assembly.

6. Logistics and Supply
Chain Services - Warehous-
ing, specialized transport
(including temperature and
humidity-controlled logistics),
and inventory management
for sensitive materials and
finished chips.

7. Waste Management and
Recycling Services for man-
agement and treatment of
hazardous chemical waste,
water recycling, and recovery
of precious metals from pro-
Cess scrap.

8. Testing tod Quality As-
surance Services for third-
party testing labs for reliability,
failure analysis, and certifica-
tion of chips and packaging.

9. Industrial Gases and
Utilities Providers for sup-
plying high-purity industrial
gases, de-ionized water, and
uninterrupted power supply
(power backup systems).

10. Engineering Support

on terrorism? This suggests
that the US still has geopoliti-
cal compulsions and strategic
interests in Pakistan.

With regard to the heinous
Pahalgam terror attack on
April 22, investigative jour-
nalist Sonia Pillai from The
Print reported that Abdul-
lah Syyed, a convicted US
federal offender and owner
of Business System Interna-
tional Pvt. Ltd., Karachi, was
found to have acquired high-
resolution, real-time satellite
imagery of Pahalgam and
its surroundings via Maxar
Technologies (based in the
USA) every day from April 1
toApril 21,2025. Itisnot far-
fetched to conclude that this
imagery was likely passed on
to the Pakistan Army. Can we
not then deduce that the entire
Pahalgam attack was planned,
monitored, and executed by
the Pakistani military? Paki-
stan has officially described
the attack as an act of “tactical
brilliance.”

Adding to this, former CIA
agent and analyst Larvy John-
son has hinted that the CIA
and MI6 may have had prior
knowledge of the attack, dis-
cussed itwith the IS1,an("even

and Facility Maintenance to
provide mechanical, electrical,
and civil engineering services
for plant infrastructure, utili-
ties, and facility upkeep.

11. IT and Automation So-
lution Providers - Companies
offering process automation,
data analytics, ERP, MES
(Manufacturing Execution
Systems), and cyber-security
solutions.

12. Transport and housing
- People will need transport to
and from work; products will
need to be transported; people
will require accommodation.
These are requirements locals
can benefit from.

Vendor and Ecosystem

Development

TataElectronics has already
signed MoUs with vendors
from Singapore, Malaysia, and
Japan for equipment, engineer-
ing, and support services, and
is expected to build a network
of 1,000 suppliers and partners
asthe ecosystem matures. This
will include both global and
local ancillary units, fostering
technology transfer and skill
development. The same is
expected of a Meghalaya unit.
In Assam the government is
already considering incentive
schemes (such as subsidies and
sops) to attract ancillary units,
especially those providing criti-
cal inputs like chemicals, gases,
and equipment, to co-locate
near major semi-conductor fa-
cilities. Thistoo should happen
in Meghalaya to provide im-
petus to selfemployment units
desirous of linking themselves
to the main industry.

In conclusion, what is im-
mediately required is an ex-
posure tour, especially by the
MIDC together perhaps with
high officials of interested
private universities ofthe state,
ofongoing semi-conductor as-
sembly units operating outside
Meghalaya We need to know
how such an industry can be
fitted into the Meghalaya eco-
system with special attention to
knownbottlenecks thatneed to
be circumvented. | had spoken
to KN Kumar. He is based
in Hyderabad and is willing
and ready to act as a resource
person and arrange site Visits
for the team at Hyderabad.
Meghalaya is lucky to have a
resource person who is well
versed with the industrial en-
vironmentofMeghalayawhile
also beingwell acquainted with
the industry under discussion..
Full advantage of this asset
must be made use of. The
team should visit and interact
with officials of some notable
semi-conductor companies
in Hyderabad including NXP
Semi-conductors, Qualcomm,
Micron Technology, Broad-
com, Cypress Semi-conductor,
and Infineon Technologies,
among others. Additionally,
Hyderabad is home to semi-
conductor startups like Mo-
sChip, Apollo Microsystem,
and Ananth Technologies:

MIDC can return perhaps
with names of companies that
are keen in expanding their
semi-conductor activities in
Meghalaya. Knowing our CM,
I have no doubts that he will
facilitate such an exposure
trip. Now if Southern Indian
states can be called Silicon
Valley states of India | see no
reason why Meghalaya cannot
emerge asthe Silicon Tableland
oftheNE.

green-lit the operation.

Ifthe Westhopedto provoke
Indiainto launching Operation
Sindoor in order to boost the
arms market, they may now be
regretting it. Reports suggest
that shares of major American
and Chinese defence manufac-
turers have dipped.

Whatever the case, intel-
ligence agencies must now do
their job, verify facts, analyze
the evidence, and take deci-
sive action. They owe it to the
nation’s safety, security, and
sovereignty, and the values of
humanity should be upheld,
as rightly emphasised by Salil
Gewali through his letters.

In the end, | firmly believe
that India has proven itself to
be a military superpower—
perhaps for the first time rec-
ognized as such injust a few
days of Operation Sindoor.
The world may take time to
acknowledge it, but they can
no longer ignore it.

Yours etc.,
Jethro B. GC
Dehradun

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

We have a “Teacher-Counseflor!” Four

recommendations to enhance
school-based Drug interventionefforts

By David H Blah

As a parent, the only time
that |1 would trust a stranger
to play a significant role in
my daughter’s life is when
they carry the title ‘teacher.’
Teachers are in most part our
second adults that we look
up to and they take the place
of our parents when we are
in school. With time, we are
inspired by them and their
passion, and grateful for their
attention and care.

In the growing problem of
drug use and addiction, the
Goveminent’s move to for-
mally train teachers to protect
the children that they have
committed to devote their lives
to, is a great step forward. Not
only are they up-skilling teach-
ers but they have also found a
way round the structural and
financial challenges that may
have stalled the mission to
keep children from drug use
and addiction. Parents are once
more assured their children
will be in good hands and their
fears addressed.

Itiswith a spiritofsincerity
and collaboration, that 1 offer
suggestions aimed at strength-
eningthis initiative by building
upon it a multi-dimensional
framework to address the is-
sue, taking into consideration
the expressed concerns of
professional counselling bod-
ies. Thesethoughts are limited
by the fact that | have not seen
the overall strategy of the
government or the contents of
Siemonth-longtraining or any
Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP)thatteacher-counsellors
would use in their schools.

My first recommenda-
tion would be to develop a
multi-tiered system of sup-
port in schools to address the
issue holistically. Stmcturally,
school level psychological
interventions are tiered into
three levels- the universal level
targets the school students,
staffand parents on key mental
health literacy arid developing
protective skills and environ-
ment. The second level targets
groups of students who are at
risk of using drugs or experi-
encing mental illness by plan-
ning group activities, clubs or
workshops. The third level is
individualized intervention
by trained professionals. The
overall framework aligns with
the early identification and
intervention for mental health
problems in school going chil-
dren and adolescents released
by the Department of School
Education & Literacy, Minis-:
try of Education.

| fthis isthe structure, where
will we find the individuals for
it? Collaborative engagements
and smart resource utilization
isthe key. Schoolsand Govern-
ment departments can engage
teachers and especially future
social workers and counsel-
lors in various educational
institutions. This will open up
opportunities to fill in the hu-
man resource gap in schools
and also bridge the field for
prospective counsellors and
social workers effectively. To
achieve this we would need
only to map out ways to lever-
age existing resources, adopt
standardized protocols and
manuals ofpractice to be used
in schools, and set up a robust
monitoring system to track
progress, gaps and challenges
inthe pursuit ofmeasurable ef-
fectiveness ofthe program.

The second recommenda-
tion is: Adopt Specific Titles
for Teacher-Led Support
Roles. This will clarify roles
and respect professional dis-
tinctions. It is recommended
that the terms counselling and
counsellor or teacher-led sup-
portinitiatives may be replaced
with more specific titles. Des-
ignations such as Well-Being
Coordinator (WBC), or Allied
Professionals for Psycho-
logical Services (APPS), could
better reflecttheir primary role
as teachers, while respecting
the professional aspect oftheir
work and distinct professional
domain of counselling. This
change is proposed for the
following reasons: Firstly, the
word counselling and counsel-
lor are common terms with
diverse meanings- from infor-
mally helping conversation
with someone we respect to
conversations with trained
professionals. Using distinct
titles for teachers perform-
ing supportive roles helps
everyone—students, parents,
and staff to understand the
precise nature and limits ofthe
help offered. Not all doctors
do similar things. Each one
specialises in an ailment. This
differentiation ofterms is-seen
in the Allied and Health Care
Act of 2022. One needs to

complete a required amount
oftraining to be able to carry
out specific counselling and
therapeutic interventions, and
to earn a name that matches
their training and ability.

Secondly, the change in
name may also reflect the
training they will receive
from SANKER, a reputed
institution that has served
the community for decades
with professionalism and ef-
fectiveness. 1 would assume
thatthey will be trained as the
firstrespondersto address any
mental health or specifically
drug related issues, and the
training will not be coippara-
ble to a full 2- year counsellor
training program.

Thirdly, teachers are more
like mentors rather than coun-

.sellors. | see this emerging

from their desire to teach
and from the years they had
spent learning on how to be
teachers. The academic and
experiential process of being
a teacher is different from
that of a counsellor, right
from the courses taught; the
internship experienced to the
initial decision to enrol in a“
B.Ed. program rather than a
M.Sc. counselling program.
Clear evidence ofthis iswhen
teachers express their desire
to help but express their in-
abilityto dowhatprofessional
counsellors can, onaccountof
their lack of knowledge and
training. Fourthly, the space
for professionally trained
counsellors to be employed
in a school is left open when
structural and financial con-
straints are no longer an issue
for a particular school. This
recommendationmay address
the concerns raised by profes-
sional counselling bodies and
individuals when teachers
step in as counsellors.

Thethirdrecommendation
is to develop an application
that leverages the network
that facilitates holistic care
from use to dependence to
recovery to new path. There
are many people and organi-
zationsworkingto addressthe
issue, with eachbringingtheir
specific expertise and offering
diverse services. ljowever,
their resources are limited to
only those who know them
or are aware of them. That
such life-saving knowledge is
available but is not known to
many in need of counselling
is of deep concern.

I have heard several people
speak ofthe struggleto locate
aparticular type of service or
to identify a particular type
of expert. With the Govern-
ment’s push for IT and Al
applications, and with the
pool oftalentthat we have in
government institution, pri-
vate IT firms, and educational
institutions, resource can be
allocated to speed up this de-
velopment and a beta version
of the app can be released
withinayear’stime, to enable
people in need to connect with
the right counsellors.

The fourth recommenda-
tion is to create a popular cul-
ture ofabstinence, moderation
and responsibility via existing
media related platforms and
schemes. People are creatures
ofhabitthatare shaped by the-
culture they live in, and drug
use isshapedby a sub-culture.
Those in the outside may not
understand it and only have
stereotypes of it. When we
act on these stereotypes it
will push drug users to that
sub-culture?and encourage

' them to be subsumed in that

culture. If we are to engage
with that sub-culture, two of
the most proven mediums are
that ofart- expressed through
songs and movies- and the
market.

This recommendation en-
tails a sustained, long-term
engagement but it is one that
will create lasting change in
future generations. This is ex-
ecuted through collaborative
engagements with different
key stakeholders, smart re-
source utilizationand creation
of teams all moving towards
the same agreed goals.

To conclude, these rec-
ommendations have been
suggested because they do
not entail huge effort, cost
or reorganization to execute.
These are pertinent issues
and areas of engagement that
are complex, time-consuming
and where costly bottlenecks
exist. That said, we should not
be disheartened but continue
to celebrate the lives gained
when the young stop using
drugs.
?The writer is Educator\
and Counsellor) Lecturer, St.
Edmunds College)
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*Nothing can be done except little by little
— Charles Baudelaire
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Case for Winter Capital in Tura

THE Garo Hills have long been relegated to the
background and it would be fair to say that this
region ot Meghalaya has been neglected, more so
South Garo Hills which remained in the same state of
under-development long after it became a district. It
is important for every part of Meghalaya to develop
at the same pace. What has happened however is
that the distant villages and border areas in particu-
lar have languished in obscurity even while all the
development projects are capital-centric with some
funds flow ing tow ards development of the district
headquarters but very little resources being invested
in the villages beyond the townships.

As pointed out by people of Garo Hills, it takes a
whole day for someone from the periphery of Garo
Hills to travel to Shillong on some government
work. This often necessitates an overnight stay in
Shillong which adds to the expenses. It's high time
that departments open up facilities for people from
different districts to access services fromthe district
headquarters. Taking governance closer to the people
is amuch-touted phrase but has it happened? Megha-
laya touched halfa century in 2022 but governance is
still distant from people. Forget about participatory
governance where people themselves decide the
development priority in their districts. It is in this
respect that a winter capital in Turawhere the winter
session of the legislative assembly can also be held
would be agreat step in bridging the divide between
the legislators from the Khasi-Jaintia Hills and the
people of Garo Hills. Only when the legislators from
one region travel to another region will they be able
to understand the development backlogs in that re-
gion. The fact is that most of the 36 legislators from
Khasi-Jaintia Hills have not visited Garo Hills and
do not understand the plight of people there.

The reverse is also true in that most MLAs of
Garo Hills have not visited the rural hamlets of
Khasi-Jaintia Hills. There is an unspoken divide
between the tribes which has not been addressed. If
the Garo ministers and MLAs spent more time in the
Khasi—Jaintia hills and the Khasi-Jaintia MLAs in
Garo Hills it would have eased the divide. In rural
Meghalaya, irrespective of the region, there is stark
poverty, illiteracy, high school drop-out rates, mal-
nutrition and poor health outcomes. These can be
addressed by taking governance closer to the people.
What Chief Minister, Conrad Sangma is doing by
way of the CM Connect initiative is to connect di-
rectly with people in rural Meghalaya so as to find
out the development deficits they face. Since most
or all MLAs live in Shillong and only visit their
constituencies as chiefguests for functions but never
to listen to their voters and non-voters alike, the
development deficit is staggering. There are villages
without water supply for decades. These are begin-
ning to surface only now. Ifthe winter capital shifts
to Tura, there should be no heartburn. Subsequently
all regions will be adequately served ifthe CM meets
the needs of the rural populace.

Letters to the Editor

NEP a distant
dream in St
Anthony’s

College

Editor,

I wish to bring to your
kind attention some press-
ing concerns regarding
the implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 at St. Anthony's
College, Shillong. While the
NEP promises revolutionary
changes in India's education
system by promoting mul-
tidisciplinary learning, skill
development, and a flexible
curriculum, the ground reality
at many institutions, including
St. Anthony's College reveals
several challenges. One major
issue is the acute shortage of
qualified teachers required to
successfully implement the
new policy framework.

The NEP demands a broad-
er range of subjects, vocational
courses, and interdisciplinary
teaching. However, without
the recruitment of sufficient
specialized and trained fac-
ulty members, the burden falls
heavily on the existing staff.
This not only compromises
the quality of education but
also dilutes the very spirit of
the NEP. Students are left with
limited course options, over-
burdened teachers struggle
to deliver content effectively,
and the. overall educational
experience sutlers.

Moreover, the lack of fac-
ulty for new and emerging
fields means that students
may not receive the guid-
ance and mentorship the NEP
envisions. If not addressed
urgentlv, this gap may lead
to increased dissatisfaction
among students and under-
mine the college's reputation
for academic excellence.

| sincerely urge the con-
cerned authorities and the
college administration to pri-
oritize the hiring of adequate
qualified teachers before folly
implementing the NEP struc-
ture. Without the necessary
human resources, even the
most visionary policies can
falter.
Yours etc.,
Siddhartha Nandan,
Via email

Indian cinema
has the tools,
but not the

courage

Editor,

As someone deeply pas-
sionate about cinema, | often
reflect on the widening gap
between India’s filmmaking
potential and the courage to
explore truth through story-
telling. Globally, cinema has
long been a mirror to the hu-
man condition—not always
flattering, but always honest.
In films like The Seventh Seal
and Cries and Whispers, Ing-
mar Bergman explored death,
despair, and silence with pain-
ful intimacy. With Zodiac and
Se7en, David Fincher crafted
stories not for comfort but for
confrontation, where morality
blurs and obsession consumes.
Akira Kurosawa’s Rashomon
and Ikiru dealt with justice,
memory, and the search for
meaning, using cinema as a
philosophical inquiry. These
films disturbed, yes—but they
also transformed.

In India, we too have di-
rectors who dare—Anurag
Kashyap, Vetrimaaran, Sudhir
Mishra, and Guru Dutt in his
time. But when they touch so-
cietal wounds—caste, corrup-
tion, or blind faith—they’re
met with bans, outrage, or
worse, silence. The moment a

(SIX)

Mynser and the Legacy of A Pine Mount for
the Kherwang Khasis

A couple of weeks ago,
Pynshngainlang Rattane,
President of the UKPO
(United Khasi Peoples’ Or-
ganisation), Karbi Anglong
Central Executive Com-
mittee, and adviser of Seng
Raid Kherwang invited me
to the Thoh Lyngdoh ritual in
Mynser village, Chingthong,
West Karbi Anglong. He had
been inviting me to visit the
Khasis living in Karbi Anl-
gong, but for various reasons
1could not accept his invita-
tion. However, this time
around, 1was determined to
honour his request. Inviting
afriend along, I left Shillong
around 6.30 in the morning
and took the Mawlasnai road
to enter Karbi Anglong. The
drive to Mynser took over
three hours and we passed
through a few Khasi and
Karbi villages on the way.

As | was planning for the
journey, | was told that the
roads would be in terrible
condition and therefore we
took a bigger car. But bar-
ring a few sections, the roads
were very good. However,
as we approached the Khasi
village of Mynser, the paved
road gave way to a dirt path
which would have been quite
hazardous during the mon-
soon season. Luckily, the
sky was clear, and we were
able to reach the village,
where we asked a woman
for directions. We told her
we had come for the ritual.
She showed us a path which
led to an open valley at the
end of which we saw people
had gathered over an open
space. It was there we met
Pynshngainlang, busy with
the elders who had gathered
to conduct the rituals.

There were Khasi men
dressed in the traditional at-
tire standing in front of the
items used for the rituals.
We were told that there were
12 clans in the past, but now
only 7 clans remain. The
gourds, placed on the ground
along with the bamboo mugs,
incense sticks, and branches
of leaves, represented these
clans. Four ofthe elder clans
were back in the house ofthe
Lyngdoh, where they awaited
the report of the clans about
the auguries from the rituals.
Based on the feedback, the
four elder clans including
the Lyngdoh would decide
the course of action for the
next year. Pynshngainlang
took usto ahutwhere we met
the four clans, together with

film dares to ask "why?" It is
branded anti-something. Yet
what is cinema if not the most
empathetic way of asking un-
comfortable questions?

We have the technology,
the platforms, audience—our
mainstream system rewards
safety. We prefer spectacle
over soul. We avoid narratives
that may unsettle, challenge,
or offend—even when they’re
needed most.

India is a country of poetry
and paradox. Why should our
films only show the poetry,
and never the paradox? Cin-
ema should not be limited
to escapism. It must also be
allowed to dive into the shad-
ows of our reality—into what
we hide, ignore, or fear. Until
we do that, Indian cinema will
remain visually ambitious but
emotionally shallow.

Let our filmmakers be free.
Let our stories reflect who we
are—not just who we pretend
to be.

Yours etc.,
Akhil Dwivedi,
Via email

Keeping
Meghalaya
clean: A shared

responsibility

Editor,

Meghalaya's breathtaking
landscapes and rich cultural
heritage make it a paradise
for tourists and locals alike.
However, the state's growing
popularity and rapid urban-
ization have become a cause
of great concern in terms of
maintaining cleanliness and
proper waste disposal.

As a local from Shillong,
I believe it's our collective
duty to maintain cleanliness
and proper waste disposal
beginning with our streets,
and rivers. We should take

By BhogtoramMawroh

Shemborlang Rynjah, CEM
Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council, whom they
had also invited.

Thoh Lyngdoh is a pre-
sowing ritual performed ask-
ing the gods for a successful
cropping season. Historically,
this must have been a com-
mon sight in all Khasi vil-
lages, but now only Mynser
village, with its households
maintain the indigenous faith
and continue the practice.
The village could very well
be one ofthe few left outside
Meghalaya where people
still practise Niam Khasi.
One must perform the rituals
before sowing 'seeds. This
explained some sights that
we saw while on our way to
the village.

As we were driving
through the villages, it was
heartening to see that jhum
was still being practiced in
the area. There were numer-
ous clearings lined with
fallen trees lying on top of
charred soil, a tell-tale sign
that people had recently
used fire at these sites. But |
saw no young crops. It was
only after hearing from the
elders in Mynser that we
realized they had not yet
sown the seeds. The ritual
was therefore very important
and notjust a cultural perfor-
mance for the outsiders. Bah
Khrawbok Shadap, who had
arrived a few days earlier
from Shillong for the ritual,
remarked that this was not a
revival, but a preservation
of traditions passed down
through generations. | was
honored to experience these
authentic, long-practiced
traditions.

Mynser is a very impor-
tant site for the Khasis and
there are many historical
events connected to it. From
the discussion we had with
the elders, we were told
that the village is part of the
Raid Kherwang, atraditional
Khasi polity. In the past, both
Hima Jantiapur and Hirna
Shillong (?) fought over
control of this area, and the
Raid paid taxes to both of
them at various times. The
taxes were for the produce
ofthe hali (paddy fields) and
not on the produce from the
hills where jhum is still being
practised. Since the village of
Mynser and the area it (i.e.,
the Raid Kherwang) imclides

initiatives and be an example
to non-residents and tourists
coming to Meghalaya. We
applaud Asia’s Cleanest Vil-
lage, Mawlynnong but what
about the rest of the city and
towns? Article 51-A(g), says,
“It shall be the duty of every
citizen of India to protect and
improve the natural environ-
ment including forests, lakes,
rivers and wildlife and to
have compassion for living
creatures.”

Take the example of Sik-
kim Administration; Sikkim
mandates tourist vehicles to
carry garbage bags. They
have strict rules that prohibit
smoking and littering in public
places. Anyone' found dis-
obeying the rules is fined. The
locals there are well educated
on proper waste management
and they have adopted cleanli-
ness while also safeguarding
the environment from reckless
tourist behaviour.

Tourism is significantly
boosting the state economy ,
generating employment and
supporting local communities.
However, there are pros and
cons as well. I was in Lyn-
gksiar falls with my friends
, serenading the beauty of
the fall when we saw some
tourists smoking and drinking
beside the waterfall . After
they were done, they threw the
cigarette buds and beer bottles
right there. Lstopped them,
showed them the bamboo
basket ahead where they could
dump their garbage. When |
asked the locals in Sohra about
their experiences with tourists
littering every space, some
shared that they were hesitant
to step in and intervene. They
expressed concerns about
being perceived as rude or
confrontational, especially
when dealing with visitors
from outside the state.

In the locality where |
come from in Shillong, the

had a lot of paddy fields, this
was a very attractive area to
control for both the Himas.
Many sites around the vil-
lage yielded iron slag, clear
evidence of a once-thriving
iron industry. We were told
that the iron ore manufac-
tured here was used to mdke
swords and guns.

Archaeology has estab-
lished that the oldest iron
smelting site in the Northeast
is in Nongkrem (2000 years
ago) and the area around
Sohra (1000 years ago).
These are areas inhabited
by the Khasis—the second-
oldest community in South
Asia—and Macro Mitri, in
his 2008 PhD thesis ‘Ar-
chaeological Investigation in
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills:
A Study on the Distribution
Patterns of Neolithic Sites
(An Ethno-archaeological
Approach),” proposed that
Karbi Anglong and Dima
Hasao were the initial loca-
tions where the Khasis must
have settled when they ar-
rived from the east. So, this
areamust have had athriving
Khasi population for a very
long time, at least for the last
4000 years, much before the
Tibeto-Burman groups, first
the Kok-Borok groups that
include the Garo, Tiwa and
then groups like the Karbi
arrived a little later. Some-
one also told us that the Don
Bosco Museum found belts
worn by Khasi warriors in
the neighbouring Amri area.
Over time, as the Khasis mi-
grated from the area, groups
like the Karbi and Tiwa
moved in and started set-
tling down. However, many
Khasis also remained, and
colonial documents mention
this group, now known asthe
Kherwang Khasis.

When PRT Gurdon wrote
his book ‘The Khasis’ in
1907, he noticed that among
the Khasis only the Kher-
wang/Kharwang villages
along with some in Mynso
and Sutnga were still weav-
ing their own clothes. The
Kharwang especially weaved
“a special pattern of cotton
and silk cloth, striped red
and white.” Clubbed under
the group of Khasis speaking
Pnar, this is a strong sign that
Kherwang Khasis have in-
habited these areas for many
generations. Most probably
they were under the juris-

Dorbar Shnong convenes a
meeting where it is manda-
tory for all residents to attend
once or twice a year. It is in
this Dorbar meeting this year,
(2025), that we heard some
good news that people are
coming forward to safeguard
the environment. So, ifanyone
sees a particular person litter-
ing even after being warned,
such persons are taken to the
Rangbah Shnong. It helps to
have proof in the form of a
picture. The Shnong will then
take action and the litterer has
to pay a heavy fine. | believe if
all Dorbar Shnong in Megha-
laya from the city to the small
towns and villages educate
their residents well on main-
taining cleanliness, avoiding

polluting rivers, streets,roads .

, markets and if whoever dis-
obeys is strictly punished or
fined then and only then will
change happen.

Hence if you are a local
and a litterbug , stop it right
now and be a responsible
citizen to keep Meghalaya
clean and green. We locals
should be an example to tour-
ists and outsiders by working
together, to preserve the state's
natural beauty and promote a
healthy environment for future
generations.

Yours etc.,

Banteihun Mary Lyngdoh

Mawphlang,
Via email

Tourism and
its impact
on local

communities

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed newspaper, |
would like to draw attention
to an increasingly significant
issue—the growing impact of
tourism on local communities

diction of Hima Jaintiapur,
asserting their independence
as a Raid from time to time
attracting the attention of
Hima Shillong which also
eyed the rich taxation from
this area. Even in the recent
past, the area has been an
integral part of Khasi history.
During the rebellion against
the British in Jaintia Hills,
Kiang Nongbah had used a
cave known as Krem Len
found in the village’s sacred
forest to hide and plot his
attacks, strengthening the
connection with Hima Jain-
tiapur. However, because of
lack of time, we could not
visit the cave, but that is a
site for a future visit.

Mynser village and the
Raid Kherwang are a very
important parts of Khasi
history, stretching back to the
Neolithic period when Kha-
sis brought rice and farming
to South Asia. Today it’s
an area inhabited by Karbi,
Tiwa and other groups who
must have influenced Khasi
culture and got influenced,
making it a fascinating area
for understanding the cul-
tural and ethnic chum that
characterises the North East.
At present it is a site of con-
testation between Karbi An-
glong and Meghalaya, which
could continue for some time
to come. But whatever the
outcome is, we must ensure
that the continuing legacy
of the Kherwang Khasis
must endure as it gives us a
glimpse of our past and our
culture. We will always have
Khasis living in what today
are non-Khasi dominated
areas and vice versa. That
will not change. What can
happen, however, is that we
live in harmony with each
other, as there are many who
are ready to exploit strife and
marginalize the indigenous
communities in the North
East through politics and
religion. From my inter-
actions with, some student
leaders and politicians from
Karbi Anglong, it’s clear
that this process has already
begun. Fostering solidarity
among the Khasis, Karbis,
and Tiwas is crucial, and
the Kherwang Khasis can
play a vital role in helping
to achieve it.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

in Meghalaya.

While tourism has un-
doubtedly brought economic
benefits and wider recogni-
tionto our state, it has also led
to unintended consequences
that deserve urgent attention.
Many popular destinations
such as Dawki, Sohra, and
Laitlum are facing over-
crowding thereby putting a
strain on natural resources,
apart from rising waste pol-
lution. The very beauty that
attracts visitors is now under
threat due to unregulated
tourism activities and in-
adequate infrastructure to
manage the influx.

Moreover, the social fabric
of some local communities is
being disturbed. Traditional
lifestyles are being commer-
cialized, and cultural values
diluted to cater to tourists’
expectations. While some
residents benefit financially,
others feel left out or over-
whelmed by rapid changes.

It is essential that the gov-
ernment, local bodies, and
community leaders come to-
gether to promote sustainable
tourism—one that respects
local traditions, protects the
environment, and ensures
equitable benefits. Initia-
tives like community-based
tourism, stricter regulations
on waste management, and
limiting the carrying capac-
ity of sensitive areas must be
prioritized.

Tourism should be ameans
of growth, not exploitation.
Let us act before the damage
becomes irreversible.

Yours etc.,
Anurag Paul
Shillong

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

ByAvner Pariat

The Education sector in
Meghalaya stands at a crucial
crossroads. While education
is universally acknowledged
as a fundamental driver of
human development, social
mobility, and state-building,
the current system has become
unsustainable - drained by
inefficiencies and dominated
by private institutions that
consume copious amounts
of public funds. The Educa-
tion Department’s recently
released Discussion Paper on
the Consolidation of Govern-
ment Grants reveals a trou-
bling pattern: private schools
and colleges, though largely
funded by the state, remain
structurally unaccountable,
operationally fragmented,
and resistant to reform. It
is high time for the govern-
ment to reclaim control and
establish a system grounded
in equity, performance, and
transparency.

As per the Discussion Pa-
per, private educational insti-
tutions in Meghalaya receive
the lion’s share of government
funding, with 67% of the Rs
2,197.39 crore annual salary
expenditure directed towards
their teachers and lecturers.
That means that every year
the Government allocates
Rs 1,472.25 crore to private
educational institutions. That
is just for salaries with little
left over for infrastructural
intervention and other im-
provements.

Yet, it is my opinion that
these same institutions oper-
ate with limited transparency
and little obligation to dem-
onstrate outcomes. Most of
the deficit and aided private
schools are run with signifi-
cant government support, yet
they maintain private-style
autonomy over admissions,
fee structures, and internal
operations - often excluding
the very communities whose
taxes fund them. This has left
many citizens visibly disap-
pointed and angry. For them,
itisnot a matter ofthe macro-
level data quoted in the Dis-
cussion Paper but how they
are made to feel. And many
feel (and have felt for a long
time now) that their children’s
futures cannot be handled
so haphazardly by private
players without governmen-
tal oversight. If there is no
mechanism to regulate fees,
these school will continue to
burden parents with high fees
- essentially double-dipping
into both public and private
pockets without delivering
commensurate educational
outcomes.

Again, in my opinion,
very few of these private
institutions have shown sig-
nificant improvements in
student learning outcomes,
infrastructure, and gover-
nance. Meghalaya ranks last
in India’s Performance Grad-
ing Index (PGI), with espe-
cially poor scores in Learning
Outcomes, Infrastructure,
and Teacher Training - areas
where many private institu-
tions should have led, given
the generous! financial support
they receive.

Many private schools have
also exploited the fragmented
Grant-in-Aid (GIA) system
to multiply their claims. It is
now common for a single in-
stitution to register as multiple
schools—LP, UP, Secondary,
and Higher Secondary—sim-
plyto access more grants. This
has artificially inflated school
numbers, distorted Unified
District Information System
for Education Plus (UDISE+)
data, and weakened the gov-
ernment’s ability to plan and
monitor effectively. 6,702
schools fall under this dupli-
cative model, often operating
on the same campus under
different funding schemes.

This manipulation is not
without consequences. In-
frastructure indicators are
diluted across artificially di-
vided schools, resulting in
falsely low coverage rates
for electricity, water, and
sanitation—thereby dragging
down the state’s PGI scores
and obscuring the real condi-
tions of education delivery.

Perhaps the most alarm-
ing issue is the absence of
performance-based account-
ability among private schools.
Despite receiving government
salaries, teachers in these
institutions are often poorly
monitored. School Manage-
ment Committees (SMCs),
which are supposed to ensure
local oversight, lack the au-
thority - or perhaps do not care
-to take disciplinary action or
enforce standards. As aresult,
absenteeism and even the

use of proxy teachers remain
widespread in private-aided
schools, especially those un-
der the deficit system.

Even within the same
institution, as revealed in
the Discussion Paper, the
disparity in teacher pay is
stark. Government-sanctioned
teachers may earn up to Rs
1,00,000 per month while
equally qualified staff ap-
pointed by the management
earn as little as Rs 10,000.
This internal inequity fosters
resentment, erodes morale,
and undermines the credibility
ofthe teaching profession.

Despite their dependence
on public funds, many pri-
vate institutions have resisted
consolidation, rationalization,
andthe introduction ofperfor-
mance-linked funding. The
Private School Lobby (PSL)
remains one of the most in-
fluential and powerful vested
interest groups in the state,
often deploying religious and
minority status cards to lobby
for and against numerous is-
sues and reforms.

In addition, there are nu-
merous fragmented teacher
associations - oyer 25 - which
though well-meaning, end up
diverting the Education De-
partment’s focus away from

.systemic reform and distract-

ing administration through the
continuous grievances they
bring to the table. Grievances
which could be fixed easily if
reforms were allowed to be
brought in immediately.

What can be done?

Given this scenario, the
government has not only the
right but the obligation to
step in. The proposed Megha-
laya Education Grant (MEG)
scheme is a much-needed
correction. By consolidating
the existing GIA schemes into
a single, rule-bound, perfor-
mance-linked framework, the
state can ensure that public
funds serve public goals.

Key to this reform is align-
ing funding with outcomes.
Schools and colleges should
be rewarded for enrolment,
infrastructure development,
academic performance, and
fee transparency—not ber
historical privilege or politi-
cal influence. The MEG also
promises greater autonomy to
School Managing Committees
(SMCs) and Governing Bod-
ies, but this autonomy must
come with responsibility and
measurable targets.

Additionally, the govern-
ment must demand transpar-
ency from private institutions.
Full disclosure of finances,
staffrosters, infrastructure sta-
tus, and student performance
must become prerequisites for
continued funding.

The crisis in Meghalaya’s
education system has been
exacerbated by private institu-
tions that benefit from public
funds while evading public
responsibility. These schools
and colleges cannot continue
to operate with minimal ac-
countability and unchecked
access to the state budget. It
is time for the government to
reassert its role—not to micro-
manage schools, but to set the
rules of engagement, ensure
fair distribution of resources,
and protect the interests of
students, teachers, and com-
munities.

To truly challenge the
dominance of private schools
and restore balance in the
education ecosystem, the
Government of Meghalaya
must invest in building and
strengthening a robust net-
work of high-quality govern-
ment schools like Pine Mount,
Shillong Public School etc at
every district level. At present,
many families turn to private
institutions not out of prefer-
ence, but out of necessity—
driven by the perception that
government schools lack basic
infrastructure, qualified teach-
ers, and academic rigour.
This has created an uneven
playing field where private
schools, often subsidized
by public funds, continue to
thrive while public institu-
tions struggle. By establishing
well-equipped, profession-
ally staffed, and transparently
managed goverhment schools
that offer quality education at
no or low cost, the state can
create real competition and of-
fer parents a viable, affordable
alternative. This will not only
increase access and equity but
also force private schools to
improve their standards in or-
der to remain relevant. Strong
public schools will serve as a
benchmark for quality, ensur-
ing that education remains a
right, not a privilege.
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Dhaka in focus
ABRUPTLY and more curiously, focus shifts
from the western border to the eastern sector as
geo-strategists sound a warning over Bangladesh’s
attempt to build an airbase with Chinese assistance
not tar from the Chicken’s Neck, the narrow 22-km
wide land corridor that connects the Indian mainland
with North-East India. This is an extremely sensi-
tive region with strategic significance. It was near
here, in West Bengal’s north, that the Naxalbari lefit-
wing-extremist-Maoist movement once originated
in the 1960s and flourished with Chinese backing.
The obvious intent at that time was suspectedly to
enable the Chinese to gain foothold or control over
this stretch, so as to cut-off India’s mainland from
the north-eastern sister states. The violent move-
ment was put down by the Indian security forces.
Since then, China has been making repeated, covert
attempts to militarily equip its land north of this
region. China’s Doklam military offensive in 2017,
which India resisted on clue fromthe US intelligence
and request from Bhutan, was also part of China’s
hidden designs for the region. Now that Bangladesh
has ousted Sheikh Hasina and installed a govern-
ment with social activist Muhammad Yunus, China
probably sees a fresh opportunity to further its plans
there. Yunus’ recent statements visualising integra-
tion of the economies of China, the north-east and
Bangladesh; his assertion that the north-east was
“landlocked” and the claim that Bangladesh was the
“guardian of the sea” obviously carried with them
ill-motives. This prompted Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to advise caution to Yunus in a meeting the
two held last month on the sidelines of a BIMSTEC

meeting in Bangkok.

The Indian Government can be trusted with keep-
ing a close watch of the developments in the geopo-
litical region in the aftermath of Hasina’s exit from
Bangladesh. To which, however, has been added a
new twist with the US seeking to use the evolving
situation to its advantage. The relations that the US
sought to strengthen with the present Bangladesh
administration also did not go unnoticed, evident
also in the reported American attempt to arm some
insurgent groups in Myanmar via Bangladesh.
However, a configuration of objectives of all these
players is unlikely given the divergence of interests
of the US and China. Yunus’s ability to perform a
trapeze act is suspect. It would appear that Russia
too would be drawn into the geopolitical games in
the eastern sector. Bangladesh’s army chief General
Wagar Uz Zaman’s visit to Moscow in April, when
he met Russia’s deputy defence minister and army
chief, among others, is significant. How the discus-
sions there progressed is not clear, but a defence
cooperation between the militaries of Bangladesh
and Russia was reportedly explored. The differ-
ences between the Bangladesh army and the interim
government are not a secret. Some generals are not
comfortable with the pro-Pakistan, pro-terrorist
stands of the Yunus-guided dispensation but some
generals perhaps are. All these would mean there
could be curious developments linked to Bangladesh

in the coming months.

Letters to the Editor

Who’s behind

the ceasefire?

Editor,

The news emanating from
Washington “Trump at it
again, says ‘ceasefire’a ‘big
success’“(ST May 17 2025)
is amusing. Donald Trump
the baron ofbusiness is good
attaking credit for the cease-
fire and claims that it is a big
success but Indian officials
maintained that the agree-
ment was reached through
direct military negotiations
between the Director Gen-
eral of Military Operations
of both countries. India em-
phasized that it was a bilat-
eral decision, independent of
external influence. Pakistan
leadership acknowledged
the ceasefire but did not
explicitly confirm Trump’s
role in mediation. Instead,
they highlighted diplomatic
efforts and international
pressure as contributing
factors. It is strange how
the American President says
that the ceasefire was a big
success when despite the
agreement, Pakistan report-
edly violated the ceasefire
within hours by launching
drone attacks across vari-
ous parts of India, including
Srinagar and Rajouri. Surely
this is not Trump’s big suc-
cess but it raises concerns
about the sustainability of
the peace deal.

Brahma Chellaney, Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Strategic
Studies at the Centre for
Policy Research, New Delhi
has been highly critical of
India’s decision to agree
to a ceasefire with Paki-
stan. He argued that India
"snatched defeat from the
jaws of victory” by halting
military operationsjust three

days into Operation Sindoor.

He warned that the cease-

fire may not be sustainable,

given Pakistan’s history of
violating agreements.

Yours etc;

VK Lyngdoh,

Via email

The frustrated

unpaid doctors

Editor,

The contractual doc-
tors who are the backbone
of medical care at various
health centres across the state
are facing hardships because
the state government does
not pay them their salaries on
time. The contractual doctors
in the state are mostly the
young and freshly gradu-
ated bonded MBBS doctors
who have worked so hard to
earn the degree after years of
gruelling study and training
butj ust to be exploited by the
government.

The government has not
paid the salaries of doctors
for months; some have not
been paid since theirjoining
ofthe bonded service, hence
the phrase "financial inde-
pendence" does not exist in
their dictionaries. | ask you
to imagine a doctor asking
for a monthly pocket money
from the parents who have
high hopes and expections
from their in-service doctor
child.

When enquired, the DHS
officials said that the State
does not have the funds al-
located for the contractual
doctors. That’s it! so simple
and clear!

The Government boasts
around about the invest-
ments they have made in the
health sector, donating crores
ofmoney for the already rich

Make Meghalaya the Silicon
Valley of the North East!

India’s technology boom
has crowned cities like Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad, and Pune
as global innovation hubs,
but a new contender is rising
inthe Northeast. Meghalaya,
with its youthful population,
favourable climate, improv-
ing connectivity, and bold
government vision, is poised
to become the Silicon Valley
of the Northeast. To realize
this ambition, the state must,
however, redouble its efforts,
harness its full potential
through strategic policies,
targeted investments, and a
concerted effort to bring its
tech-savvy diaspora back
home.

Meghalaya’s digital trans-
formation is gaining momen-
tum, The state government
is deploying cutting-edge
technologies to modernize
governance and infrastruc-
ture. Blockchain streamlines
employee data management,
loT sensors monitor wa-
ter resources, Al enhances
greenhouse farming, and
robotics boosts agricultural
productivity. The Shillong
Tech Park is expanding, and
two new tech parks are pro-
jected to create 4,000 direct
and 11,000 indirectjobs. The
National Informatics Centre
in Meghalaya has rolled out
e-Govemance applications,
simplifying recruitment,
building permissions, and
public service delivery. The
e-District Project has issued
over 1.3 million digitally
signed certificates, reduced
bureaucracy, and enhanced
transparency. The 2025-26
state budget allocates Rs
132 crore to the IT sector,
emphasizing digital inclu-
sion and skill development.
While these steps are prom-
ising, Meghalaya must step
up aggressively to compete
with India’s established tech
hubs.

The state’s demographic
advantage is a cornerstone
of its potential. With 74% of
its population under 35 and
85% under 45, Meghalaya
boasts one of India’s young-
est workforces—a vital asset
in a tech-driven world. The
“Skills Meghalaya” initiative
aims to train 120,000 youth
by 2027, but the state must
align these programmes with
industry demands in fields
like artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity, cloud comput-
ing, and software develop-
ment. A workforce skilled
in these areas could propel
Meghalaya igto the national

and wealthy hospitals but
just cannot pay the salaries
of the doctors who work
day and night. Contractual
doctors work equally or even
more than the regular doctors
(who enjoy their credited
salaries by the 1st of every
month perhaps) sometimes
because they cannot even
avail leaves other than the 15
days casual leave in a year.

The work is just more
than the usual in patient and
out patient service. Monthly
trainings at their own ex-
penses (TA/DA paid after
decades),online meetings,
organizing various health
melas/ programes at the
facility and in the villages;
and to sum up they are just
over worked,overburdened
but unpaid.

The Government keeps
stating that the state is lack-
ing doctors but there are
hundreds of doctors waiting
to be recruited permanently.
We don't want luxury—only
fairness.

Timely payment for
honest work. Job security
for those risking their own
physical and mental health
and the dignity every worker
deserves. Its not just about
the money anymore but basic
respect for the service the
doctors provide. The will and
the spirit that we had to care
and heal the sick is somehow
slowly diminishing.

To the health administra-
tors and the ones just sitting
at the office: if we want a
resilient health care system,
start by valuing those who
run it. Begin by paying the
doctors on time.

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request
Via email

By KN Kumar

tech spotlight.

English proficiency fur-
ther bolsters Mfeghalaya’s
appeal. Unlike cities reliant
on migrant labour, Megha-
laya’s homegrown, Eng-
lish-speaking talent offers'
cultural cohesion and cost-
effectiveness, qualities that
have fuelled Pune’s rise as
a BPO hub. This linguistic
edge positions the state to
attract IT and IT-enabled ser-
vices firms seeking globally
competitive workforces.

Meghalaya’s temperate
climate, averaging 23°C
annually, is another draw.
Unlike Hyderabad or Chen-
nai, where scorching sum-
mers inflate cooling costs
for data centres and offices,
Meghalaya’s mild climate
reduces energy expenses
and enhances quality of life.
This mirrors the appeal of
Himachal Pradesh’s Baddi
corridor, which has lured
companies with its pleasant
environment.

Connectivity, a historical
challenge in the Northeast,
is improving steadily. Umroi
Airport links Shillong to cit-
ies like Guwahati, Kolkata,
and Imphal, with potential
for expansion to support
tech-related travel. Upgraded
roads and high-speed inter-
net infrastructure are critical
to a modem tech ecosystem.
The International Internet
Gateway project, leverag-
ing-Bangladesh's network,
promises robust digital ac-
cess, and 89% of Megha-
laya’s villages now have
telecom connectivity. These
developments bridge the gap
between Meghalaya and In-
dia’s tech powerhouses.

A hidden strength lies in
Meghalaya’s diaspora. Thou-
sands of Northeastern pro-
fessionals work in tech hubs
like Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
and Chennai, with estimates
suggesting 15-20% of Ben-
galuru’s IT workforce hails
from the region. This talent
pool, rich in experience and
entrepreneurial ambition,
could transform Meghalaya
if lured back. States like
Kerala, with its “Return to
Kerala” campaign, and Guja-
rat, through the Vibrant Gu-
jarat Summit, have success-
fully tapped their diaspora.
Globally, China’s Thousand
Talents Plan and Israel’stech
repatriation programmes il-
lustrate the impact of such

Enhancing
employment
opportunities
in Meghalaya

Editor,

Iwould like to share some
thoughts on how Meghalaya
can increase employment
opportunities for its growing
workforce.

Employment generation
is vital for the economic and
social well-being of Megha-
laya. The state, blessed with
abundant natural beauty
and cultural heritage, has
immense potential to create
jobs ifthe right strategies are
implemented.

First, modernizing agri-
culture and promoting agro-
based industries can boost
rural employment. Training
farmers in new techniques
and supporting food process-
ing units can increase pro-
ductivity and create jobs.

Second, Meghalaya’s
tourism sector remains
largely untapped. By im-
proving infrastructure and
promoting eco-tourism and
local handicrafts, the state
can attract more visitors
and generate employment
in hospitality, transport, and
artisanal work.

Third, encouraging small
and medium enterprises
(SMEs) through better ac-
cess to credit and skill de-
velopment can stimulate
entrepreneurship and job
creation, especially among
youth.

Fourth, improving voca-
tional training aligned with
industry needs will equip
young people with skills in
IT, healthcare, and manu-
facturing, making them more

strategies.

Policy innovation is criti-
cal to Meghalaya’s tech am-
bitions. The draft IT/ITeS
Policy of 2024 emphasises
investment, infrastructure,
and skills, but needs bolder
measures to rival states like
Telangana, home to the T-
Hub innovation centre, or
Kerala, with its Startup Mis-
sion. Meghalaya could offer
a three-year tax holiday for
IT firms creating significant
jobs, streamline land acquisi-
tion for tech parks, and sub-
sidise electricity and internet
costs to attract startups and
multinationals.

| propose that a “Megha-
laya Tech Return Scheme”
(MTRS) be launched imme-
diately. This initiative would
offer relocation grants of up
to Rs 5 lakh' for tech profes-
sionals or teams launching
ventures in Meghalaya, in-
centives for hiring locals,
and support for co-working

spaces with high-speed inter-.

net. Remote work hubs could
also attract professionals
seeking Meghalaya’s serene
environment while main-
taining ties to larger cities.
If implemented properly, it
could be transformative.
Consider the economic
impact of just 100 returning
tech professionals. If each
launches a startup employ-
ing 10 locals, 1,000 direct
jobs would be created—a
significant boost for a state
grappling with youth unem-
ployment. Assuming each
startup generates Rs 5 crore
in annual revenue (a con-
servative estimate for early-
stage tech firms), the cohort
could contribute Rs 500
crore to Meghalaya’s econo-
my by year three, potentially
scaling to Rs 2,000 crore by
year five, with growth. The
government’s investment—
Rs 5 lakh per techie in relo-
cation grants and Rs 10 lakh
per startup in tax holidays
or subsidies—would total

.Rs 15 crore. At prevailing

corporate tax rates, the state
could earn Rs 100 crore an-
nually from these startups
starting in year four (after
a three-year tax holiday),
yielding a net return of Rs
85 crore in the first year of
taxation alone.

The ripple effects are
substantial. Each direct tech
job typically generates 2.5
indirect jobs in sectors like

employable.

Finally, infrastructure
development and attracting
investments through special
economic zones can bring in
industries that provide long-
term employment.

A focused and collabora-
tive approach involving the
government, private sector,
and communities is essential.
By harnessing its resources
and talent, Meghalaya can
create sustainable jobs and
improve the quality of life
for its people.

Yours etc .,
Jerry Jeffrey K Marak
Via email

Lets hope
lewduh receives
its facelift
Iin a definite

time-frame

Editor,

It was not only interesting
to read buteven more soulful
to see our honourable Chief
Minister and his entourage
paying a visit to lewduh
which is one ofthe oldest tra-
ditional markets ofthe state.
Without a doubt, those who
use this market to earn their
livelihoods and those who
still buy their wares from this
place, have been experienc-
ing numerous difficulties
daily but more especially
when it rains. As the CM
said, it was indeed fortunate
that it rained on his visit for
him to see the filth and dirt
that the people go through on
a daily basis. It is also very
encouraging that the CM was
willing and eager to listen to
the vendors as they shared
the difficulties they wish to
be addressed.

Rs 31 crore is a lot of

hospitality and retail, adding
2,500 ancillaryjobs. Return-
ing techies could attract Rs
2 crore per startup in ex-
ternal funding, injecting Rs
200 crore into the economy.
These ventures would upskill
local talent, creating a pipe-
line for future enterprises,
much like Kerala’s IT sector.
The MTRS aligns with In-
dia’s Startup India initiative,
which offers tax benefits and
a Rs 10,000 crore venture
capital fund. By layering
state incentives atop central
schemes, Meghalaya could
amplify its appeal.

These projections, while
promising, require rigorous
validation. Nonetheless, |
believe that a 100-techie
pilot under the MTRS could
deliver immediate fiscal
gains and long-term" struc-
tural benefits, positioning
Meghalaya as an innova-
tion magnet. Scaling this
model to attract thousands,
as Gujarat has done with its
diaspora, could cement the
state’s tech credentials.

Meghalaya’s journey to
become the Northeast’s Sili-
con Valley demands vision
and action. The Megha-
laya Tech Return Scheme
(MTRS) promises trans-
formative benefits not only
for Meghalaya but for the
entire Northeast region. By
attracting tech-sawy profes-
sionals back to Meghalaya,
the scheme will foster a vi-
brant innovation ecosystem,
creating high-skill jobs and
spurring economic growth.
The resulting tech hubs in
Meghalaya could catalyse
the Northeast, encouraging
cross-state collaboration,
attracting investment, and
upskilling youth across As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh, and
beyond. Improved connec-
tivity and shared resources
would position the region as
aunified tech frontier, reduc-
ing brain drain and elevating
the Northeast’s profile as a
competitive player in India’s
digital economy.

By leveraging its youthful
talent, English proficiency,
climate, connectivity, and
diaspora, and by enacting
bold policies like the MTRS,
the state can redefine the
region’s economic future.
The opportunity is ripe, but
leadership must seize it now.
Will someone please take
charge?

(The writer is former
member ofthe IAS)

money that the state gov-
ernment has demarcated
for the beautification and
infrastructure overhaul es-
pecially drainage, public
conveniences, electricity and
proper lighting. Itis common
knowledge that these days
vendors set up shops any-
where they feel it convenient
for them to do so and people
too prefer to buy their needs
where they have close access
to. Yet lewduh still plays an
integral part in the lives of
many. Therefore, one feels
the need to highlight here
that the CM's visit should
yield positive results and
not be wasted. Let the Rs
31 crore be used entirely
and only for the purpose it
has been demarcated for.
Let the desires of those who
had voiced their hardships
before our CM be heard and
addressed.

As a substantial sum has
been earmarked for this
project, one hopes that cor-
ruption does not play a part
at any level otherwise work
culture, quality of materi-
als supplied etc would be
compromised. One is sure
the Government and the
Hima Mylliem will super-
vise the work on a regular
basis so that the project is
completed within the time
frame and would not prolong
for decades as it usually hap-
pens with other government
projects.

Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Honouring Gerald Durrell bv rippinp offhis title

and

Other Animals

By Ellerine Diengdoh

Now, | come from a fam-
ily that doesn’t just like ani-
mals. We hoard them. Lov-
ingly. Compulsively. It is not
a hobby. It is an illness.

Growing up, my sister
and | lived in a household
where the number of paws
always exceeded the number
oflegs. The pets were mostly
strays. The rest were just
freeloaders who never left.
We named them, fed them,
nursed them, educated them
(emotionally, not academi-
cally), and often wondered
who exactly was in charge.
It wasn’t us.

The ringleader of this
animal circus is my mother
(now a retired nurse), who
has always been the unof-
ficial zookeeper of every
neighbourhood we’ve ever
lived in. She believes it is
her divine duty to rescue
every living creature within
a five-kilometre radius. She
does this with such zeal
that she occasionally ends

dog — or to call for the mu-
nicipal department to make
them "disappear" — while
ignoring the person who left
their “designer pet” on the
street, then perhaps the prob-
lem isn’t the menace. It's the
reflection in the mirror.

Let me offer some unso-
licited but terribly necessary
solutions:

1 The Great Pet Census

Every household must
declare the animals they
own. This data must not be
verified by the owner. Who
will, of course, lie. But by
their neighbours. Who will
tell you everything. Because
they know. Because they’ve
heard the 3 am howling.
Because they’ve stepped on
the landmines.

2. Real Penalties for
Abandonment

You leave a dog on the
street? Excellent, You now
getto clean every poop from
Don Bosco to lewduh for six
months. With a spoon. Wear-

“At onepoint, overwhelmed by the sheer
volume ofcreatures sharing our oxygen
supply, I posted a whatsapp status that read:
“We have too many animals. | need to bring
the numbers down. Does anyone want to .
adopt my mother? | thought it wasfunny.
Everyone else thought | was deranged.

I received three angry phone calls and 7
messages in twenty minutes. Apparently,
suggesting the rehoming ofmy mother was
monstrous. That, ladies and gentlemen, is
my mother. ”

up rescuing animals that
are — how'do | put this
gently — already rescued.
As in, owned. As in, wearing
collars. She once returned
a dog to its owners with a
lecture on responsibility.
They thanked her. She did
not apologise.

Every other month, we
try to rehome a new litter
of puppies or kittens. It’s a
routine now. Our neighbours
have watched this ritual
unfold with a mixture of
admiration, pity, and silent
dread.

At one point, over-
whelmed by the sheer vol-
ume of creatures sharing
our oxygen supply, | posted
a whatsapp status that read:
“We have too many animals.
I need to bring the numbers
down. Does anyone want to
adopt my mother?” | thought
it was funny. Everyone else
thought | was deranged. |
received three angry phone
calls and 7 messages in
twenty minutes. Apparently,
suggesting the rehoming of-
my mother was monstrous.
That, ladies and gentlemen,
is my mother. A one-woman
animal welfare department
with no budget, no day off,
and absolutely no sense of
when to stop.

Now, while all of this
makes for an entertaining
domestic series, it points
to a much larger, much less
charming issue.

Take a walk through
any locality in Shillong and
you’ll see them — the aban-
doned pets, the accidental
litters, the confused little
pups dumped near a meat
shop, like someone’s going
to swing by and say, “Ah
yes, just what | needed with
my pork today”. We treat
animals like fashion acces-

sories. One day it’s,
“Oh my God, look at
his floppy ears 'He’s
soooo cute .lcan’t & A
even!” Afewmonths pr
later: “We don’t have
time anv more. Maybe we’ll
just let him out and
he’ll find his way.”
Find his way where,
exactly?

Meanwhile, the aban-
doned dogs do what dogs
do. They adapt. They form
packs. They howl at night.
And then we complain.

We complain that they
bark too much. That they
chase schoolchildren. That
they dig through garbage.
But if your solution to an
animal problem is to yell at
someone feeding a starving

ing a shirt that says, “I have
Commitment Issues”. You
must also attend a 12 Week
mandatory course titled:
“How Not to Be a Garbage
Human”.

3. Mandatory Spaying/
Neutering

If. your dog isn't spayed
or neutered, you must either
pay a fine, book the snip
or babysit six unadopted
puppies every weekend.
They will be trained to pee
exclusively on surfaces that
costmore than your monthly
rent. Youwill hostthem until
further notice — or until
you’ve aged five years and
started weeping at the sound
of a bark.

4. Dog Ownership Li-
cense

You must pass a quiz be-
fore you get a dog. Sample
questions:

a) Can you spell vac-
cination?

b) What is a vet? Is it
short for vegetable?

¢) What is your plan
when your dog stops being
cute and starts shredding
your furniture?

d) If your dog barks at 3
am is it:

*Calling the neighbour-
hood watch?

*Practising for a singing
competition?

*Just generally annoyed
at life?

Failure to answer cor-
rectly results in a lifetime
ban from owning anything
with a heartbeat.

5.Rethink What It Means
to “Own” a Pet

If you own a dog but it
spends 18 hours chained to
a gatepost, or locked in some
godforsakenroom or terrace,
you don’t have a pet. You
have a hostage. Dogs are
not props. They are sentient,
drooling, emotionally needy
creatures who will love you
unconditionally and then
destroy your sofa. If you
cannot deal with that— buy
a cactus!

The truth is, Shillong
doesn’t have a stray dog
problem, it has a stray em-
pathy problem. The dogs
didn’t stray from home, we
strayed from basic human
decency. My family does
its bit, but we can’t carry
the whole city’s conscience.
So, if karma is watching,
may we all come back as the
puppies we so thoughtlessly
abandoned. May we find
ourselves chained, hungry
and cold right outside our
own gates. With my mother,
nowhere near to save us!



“Nature is not human hearted

Lao Tzu
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Importance of Following Up
MEGHALAYA Chief Minister, Conrad Sangma has
blazed anew trail by moving out of his office cham-
ber to connect with ordinary people and listen to their
woes. He visited Syntung village where strawberries
flourish. Recently he visited the Pynursla region and
touched base with the villagers who have nurtured
the plethora of living roots bridges left behind by
their forerunners as a legacy. Next he visited the
border village of Tangnng which specialises in
crafts and basketry. No Chief Minister in the past
has made such personal contacts with the people,
breaking away from the security cordon. The visit
to lewduh, Meghalaya’s oldest and biggest market-
place, over which the Syiem of Mylliem exercises
claims and so too the Khasi Hills District Council,
was providential. It gave the Chief Minister a first-
hand account of how people have to wade through
the slush and garbage during the rainy season since
the rains came in torrents providentially.

These visits, while important, should lead to vis-
ible outcomes. The CM has assured the people of
lewduh that an additional sum ofRs 15 crore for the
second phase of the project would include construc-
tion of new footpaths and proper drainage system.
Earlier a sun of Rs 6 crore had been sanctioned
for renovating internal footpaths. For the longest
time lewduh remained the domain of the Syiem of
Mylliem who collects taxes from vendors but has
never ploughed back anything towards improving
the look of this market. It remained a shabby, dirty
marketplace yet the most crowded since women in
particular hold the belief that anything bought at
lewduh tends to last longer and is cheaper because
it.is also a wholesale market. Many a CEM has
made a brouhaha about lewduh promising to raise
its stature but lewduh remained where it is. Now that
the CM has promised the people of Pynursla region
some kind of assistance to better their livelihoods
and improve tourism infrastructure, it is equally
important that he forms a smart team of officials
who will work out an implementation framework
according to a definite timeline. 1f people don’t see

things moving; they will despair and wonder at the
enthusiasmthatthey had shownwhen the CM made

those promises.

The smart follow-up team should list down clear
expectations from the project; have a pragmatic
timeline for project completion and make monitoring
and evaluation a key driver of every project. They
need to take the community into confidence. Not all
projects will take offwithout hiccups. Those hiccups
need to be addressed immediately and not left to
fester. The smart team should report directly to the
CM and brief him about challenges or roadblocks
that may arise. Performance reviews are critical and
the CM should set aside time to review the outcomes
ofevery project. Itis here that the CM can assess the
performance of the team leader and take a call on
delays. Gestation periods for all government projects
are too long leading to time and cost overruns. This

needs to change.

Letters to the Editor

Political
empathy for

a change

Editor,

At the very onset , |
want to make one thing very
clear - 1am not particularly
fond of politicians. It's not
that | hate them; detest them
or even bear any ill will.
No nothing of the sort. It's
simply that | take them as
something that 1 have to
live with; something cheer-
less | can do without! This
reaction springs mainly from
the actions (mostly nonsen-
sical), performance (purely
selfish) , attitude (pompos-
ity personified) and lack of
goodjudgment so very often
displayed by most of our
elected representatives, past
and present, which makes us,
the citizens, wonder if all
our enthusiasm during elec-
tion time, is really worth it? 1
happen to know it’s a feeling
most people harbour but are
reluctant to express. Then
suddenly out of this gloom
of despondency a politi-
cian does something totally
unexpected; an act that cries
for attention; something
small but hugely humanely
emotive! Suddenly optimism
springs back to life. Perhaps
we can still drink from this
fountain called democracy.
Perhaps all is not lost. Per-
haps Meghalaya can still

afford to hope, . .
l:s.ax Ofthe viral social

media post of our Chief
Ministgr, Conrad Sangma,

visiting lewduh on May 19,
this year. He is definitely not
the first politician or minister
to do such a thing. The dif-
ference however is previous
visits by other personalities
or VIPs (as they liked to
be called) were , to put it
mildly - fair weather drop-
bys. The ‘hellos’, the ‘How
do you dos’ and handshakes
under a bright lenient sky or
if it drizzled, then a chat or
two under the roof of some
accommodating shopkeeper.
The visit on the 19th was
utterly different. During the
visit the heavens opened up;
it poured by the bucketful;
rooftops turned into torren-
tial drainpipes; the narrow
lewduh lanes turned into tor-
rents of black, foul smelling
drains; the torrent carried all
the waste of lewduh ( stink-
ing putrid floating garbage).

What impressed most
was not what the CM  said
nor the funds for lewduh
development he promised
that day. Not the entourage
accompanying him. It was
his body language as he
underwent the wet ordeal;
his interactions with the
people; the matter of fact
manner he faced the camera
with his wet hair plastered
to his forehead; the way he
waded through the muck
mentioned above. The Chief
Minister of Meghalaya that
day exemplified to a tee the
miserv that thousands of
shoppers suffer from every
rainy day at lewduh. On
the 19th we saw the CM
personally experiencing this
common man’s problem.

Masters of War: Bob Dylan’s
sSong(s) and the Vietnam War

Lou Majaw was in his
fourth year of celebrating
Bob Dylan's day, thematical-
ly as the celebration of songs
and poetry, when the war
in Vietnam came to an end
on 30 April 1975. This year
marks the 50th anniversary
of the end of the Vietnam
War, but the ravages and
cruelties of the war are still
being felt by the Vietnamese
people to this today.

Local Reportage on
Vietnam War: The report-
age about the war in Vietnam
was also shared in local
vernacular newspaper here in
the State ofMeghalaya, espe-
cially in the Khasi and jaintia
Hills region. This period and
throughout the cold war era,
it was characterised by the
demonization of communist
regime, portraying commu-
nism as an evil and godless
philosophy. Meghalaya being
a Christian dominated State
with a majority belonging to
the Protestant tradition, ex-
perienced this demonization
prominently.

The US military cam-
paign in Vietnam or Vietnam
war which lasted for nearly
two decades (1955-1975)
was part of the overall cold
war confrontation and the
American campaign against
the spread of communism.
Not just news about the war
that were reported, but in-
formed opinions were freely
expressed in the editorial,
columns and letters in ver-
nacular newspaper like U
Nongsain Hima. on the fu-
tility of war, the genocidal
killings of innocent, dialogue
and diplomacy.

Some of the extracts are
presented here- “On 23 Au-
gust 1967, Stephen Lyngdoh
penned a balanced opinion in
his column Vietnam, where-
by he pungently remarked
that France, USA and China
must be held responsible for
the horrible situation in Viet-
nam. France left desolate the
soils of Vietnam and Amer-
ica’s intervention to prevent
the spread of communism in
South East Asia had terribly
failed, while China did not
give lukewarm support, but
material and men (human
resources). South Vietnam
seemed to be under the safe
hands of Marshal Ky, with
assistance from America,
who was the stooge of the
west. Ho Chin Minh’s mis-
takes were no less and if Ho
Chin Minh was guilty, John-
son, Truman and others are
equally responsible for their
acts whether collectively,
and otherwise. He further
pointed whether the USA
can repair the damage done
to Vietnam if it has to leave
or will North Vietnam be
able to guarantee the safety
of women, children and the
sick?”

In the editorial published
on 10 February 1968, the edi-

He simply shared what the
man on the street and every
housewife of Shillong ex-
perienced everyday of their
lives. People saw it and they
liked it. 1would like to term
it as Political Empathy with
the electorate. An example
perhaps for every politician
to emulate. Hats off to you
Conrad! Please keep it up
and follow up this visit with
solid action on the ground.
Yours etc.,
Toki Blah,
Via email

A seat of
respect: Lack
of civic sense
or just plain

apathy

Editor,

Recently, during a visit
to Nazareth hospital as a
patient, | not only witnessed
but also experienced some-
thing both troubling and
disappointing. A glaring lack
of basic empathy in one of
the most critical aspects of
care. The waiting area was
packed, as is often the case,
but what stood out was the
number of visibly pregnant
women standing, waiting for
their turn, some for as long
as 45 minutes without being
offered a seat. These were not
just early pregnancies; many
of these women were heav-
ily pregnant, some leaning
against walls, holding their
backs in discomfort, others
clearly struggling with swell-

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

tor, U Nongsain Hima wrote
that dialogue and diplomacy
are necessary. In war, no one
can tell who is strong and
who is weak; nothing can
be achieved through bomb-
ings, and it is futile to think
that one power can be sup-
pressed by the use of force
by another. Nothing can be
achieved through war except
greater loss to the people of
Vietnam, who are killed, and
the suffering ofthe American
public, who have to bear the
increased taxes to support
the financing of the war.
As the world is watching, it
is important for all parties
to sit across the table and
resolve this crisis, including
the immediate cessation of
the war.

The local reportage,
which included editorials,
letters and columns about
the Vietnam War, reflect the
level of awareness and the
maturity of public opinion in
this region. It indicates how
well-informed the people
were about international
events and demonstrates
their capacity to engage
thoughtfully with complex
geopolitical issues. The pres-
ence of such informed dis-
cussions also highlights the
region’s exposure to global
affairs and the development
of a critical outlook among
its readership.

A Nation Divided and
Generation Lost: The socio-
political and economic situ-
ation in the United States of
America during the military
intervention in Vietnam had
been aptly described by the
Stanford University’s paper
entitled “American and the
Vietnam War,” that the end
result of the war “is a na-
tion divided and generation
lost”. U Nongsain Hima of
April 3, 1968, also reported
that the division in American
society further deepened
after Lyndon B. Johnson
took over the presidency and
decided to i«tensity-fHii*tary
actions in Vietnam. The
public outcry turned against
President Johnson and ulti-
mately forced him to with-
draw from the presidential
race. The more the Presidents
of America sought to crush
communism in Vietnam, the
greater the backlash at home;
in equal measure, students
across America took to the
streets to protest against
President Nixon and called
for an end to the war. Scores
of newspapers, radio, and
television programs were
highly critical of President
Nixon’s war strategy, in-
cluding the decision to drop
mines in North Vietnam (U
Nongsain Hima, May 13,
1972).

Today, American society
is as divided as it was dur-

ing in their legs and feet.

While hospital waiting
areas are understandably
crowded with patients from
various departments of neu-
rosurgery, orthopaedics, and
more, it remains baffling
that attendees accompany-
ing these patients do not
voluntarily offer their seats
to heavily pregnant women.
The weight of their con-
dition, both literally and
figuratively, seems invisible
to those who choose conve-
nience over compassion.

It is reasonable to ac-
knowledge that attendees are
present to support patients,
and some may be dealing
with their own fatigue or
health concerns. However,
the fundamental question that
lingers is -are these waiting
area seats meant for patients
or for attendees? If space is
truly limited, should there not
be a system in place ensuring
that those with greater need,
such as pregnant women,
have priority access?

What’s more disappoint-
ing is that nothing was done
by the hospital administra-
tion to address the issue.
There was no intervention by
staff, no designated seating,
no announcement requesting
that those more able-bodied
offer their seats to pregnant
women. It felt as though the
suffering of these women
(including mine ) was invis-
ible both to the people around
them and to the system meant
to support them.

This isnotjust abouta lack
of chairs. It’s about a lack of

ing the Vietnam war and
the United States is going
through a period of intense
social, political and cultural
polarization. Issues such as
racial justice, immigration,
gender rights, and LGBTQ+
rights have created polarized
debates and movements.

Bob Dylan’s Song (s)
and the Vietnam War: Art-
ists, songwriters, and singers
have historically played a
significant role in shaping
public opinion against war,
violence, racial killings and
injustices. Their music and
activism serve as powerful
tools for raising awareness,
inspiring change, mobiliz-
ing communities and en-
abling them to speak truth
to power.

During the Vietnam war
era, many American artists
usedtheir platformsto protest
against the military interven-
tion which had led to bloody
conflict resulting in deaths
and untold miseries. These
artists strongly advocated for
peace and prominent among
them was Bob Dylan, an
influential American singer-
songwriter. Dylan's songs
became anthems of theanti-
war movement, capturing the
sentiments of a generation
disillusioned with violence
and conflict. His lyrical sto-
rytelling highlighted social
injustices, promoted peace
and challenged US govern-
ment policies, especially in
Vietnam.

Bob Dylan had written
several anti-war and pro civil
rights songs, but the anti-war
song which figured promi-
nently in the University of
Alabama’s web page is the
“Masters of War”, which was
adapted by Bob Dylanto pro-
test againstthe Vietnam war.
This anti-war song is still
being used today to protest
against ongoing wars. Ac-
cording to the University of
Alabama web page, “Dylan
borrowed the arrangement
for “Masters of War” from
the song “Nottamun Town”
recorded by folksinger Jean
Ritchie. Dylan changed the
lyrics and made it his own,
although the lyrics were
different from most of his
other songs. He was more
direct in “Masters of War”
with the message he wanted
to convey which was that
the people with power in
the government are at fault
for the atrocities of war and
all the unnecessary spill-
ing of blood...Every line
in this song is about how
terrible these “masters of
war” are and how Dylan can
see through them; he knows
what they are doing and he
hopes that they die and that
Jesus doesn’t forgive every-
thing they have done...His
other songs like “Blowin in

awareness, accountability,
and compassion. While we
talk about maternal health
and dignity in public forums
and policy documents, the
reality on the ground tells a
very different story.
Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request
Via email

Stray dog
crisis demands
urgent, statewide

action

Editor,

The Meghalaya High
Court’s order to extend the
stray dog control measures
beyond Shillong to the entire
state is not just timely—it is
essential. Just as the gov-
ernment ensured no citizen
was left behind during the
COVID-19 vaccination cam-
paign, a similar no-exception
approach is now needed for
the state’s growing stray dog
population. The situation
in several localities within
Shillong has reached alarm-
ing proportions. Unchecked
birthing among stray dogs
has led to a kind of popula-
tion explosion that is not
only a public health concern
but a serious safety risk for
residents, especially children
,and the elderly.-

One cannot help but won-
der what the Animal Hus-
bandry Department and civic
authorities have been doing
all this while. Despite the
evident crisis, there is little to
no visible action from either

the wind” and “Times they
are a-changin” became the
rallying cries for change
and reflected the hopes and
aspirations of countless in-
dividuals”.

War-mongering in In-
dia: Post the Pahalgam mas-
sacre, social media platforms
in India were rife with war
mongers who were hell bent
in their resolve to annihilate
Pakistan and wailted the
Government of India to de-
clare outright war against
the enemy state of Pakistan.
The war mongers were so
disrespectful towards India’s
Foreign Secretary and Major
Qureshi, who are the public
faces ofthe army's operation
against the terrorists.

While the merciless and
barbaric killings of innocent
tourists in Pahalgam were
deplorable acts, and they
have no place in a civilized
society, the racial and reli-
gious profiling committed
before killing those innocent
tourists was abhorrent. It
could have sparked another
wave of communal strife,
plunging the entire nation
into darkness. We empa-
thize with the families of
the victims and firmly stand
behind the defence and law
enforcement agencies, who
are leaving no stone unturned
in their concerted efforts to
hunt down the perpetrators
and bring them to justice.
However, war is not the
solution and therefore, citi-
zens and civil society groups
across the border have called
on both governments to de-
escalate tensions, urging im-
mediate dialogue andjustice
in the context of renewed
hostilities.

Celebration of Songs
and Poetry: Lou Majaw’s
effort to keep songs and po-
etry alive is worthy ofappre-
ciation and his commitment
to make these hills alive with
Dylan’s songs and music has
earned him greater respect as
the years passed by. This year
the “Celebration of Songs
and Poetry” has entered its
54th year and Lou Majaw
will continue to enthral the
captivating music lovers of
Shillong with his musical
ingenuity.

Although Lou Majaw
never considers himselfa fan
ofBob Dylan, the celebration
of his birthday and honour-
ing his songs and poetry,
shows his deep respect for
the artist whose lyrical magic
has drawn many towards
him. As we join Lou Majaw
in this celebration and in
these hard times when war
mongers abound, we must
also remind ourselves ofthe
words of Salman Rushdie:
“A poem cannot stop a bul-
let. A novel cannot defuse a
bomb. But we are not help-
less. We can sing the truth
and name the liars.”

ofthese crucial departments.
In fact, public memory does
not serve a single instance
where these departments
have led any substantial or
sustained effort to curb the
stray dog menace in any part
ofthe state.

Itiscommendable thatthe
court has invoked the Animal
Birth Control (Dogs) Rules,
2001, following a PIL, and
directed the formation of
a committee to implement
sterilization and vaccination
protocols. However, imple-
mentation must not be a
tick-box exercise. Without
a committed, campaign-
style initiative—mirroring
the intensity and coverage
of COVID-19 vaccination
drives—the situation is un-
likely to improve. The com-
parison may seem unusual at
first glance, but the underly-
ing principle is the same;
universal coverage, account-
ability, and urgency.

This is no longer a mat-
ter of isolated dog bites or
nightly disturbances—this
is a question of civic sanity
and public health. The state
machinery must wake up to
the reality and act decisively,
or else this issue will spiral
further into an urban catas-
trophe.

Yours etc.,
Ranjit Bose
Shillong - 1

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Meghalaya’s political economy:
From schemes to chips
By RV Warjri

This article is a response to
KN Kumar’s out of the box
op-ed “Meghalaya should chip
into India’s’ Silicon story” (ST
, May 12, 2025)was followed
by an op-ed by protagonist Toki
Blah’s, “A Game Changer for
Meghalaya’s economy” (ST,
May 19, 2025). And again K
N Kumar’s “Make Meghalaya
the Silicon Valley ofthe North-
east” (ST, May 21,2025).

I begin with abanter. Chips
here is not about potato chips
which is Meghalaya le,ading
crop potato can also be turned
into and its ubiquitous packed
packet which either hangs in
shops and kiosks and the empty
packets littering the roadside
and nullahs. It’s about semi-
conductor chips - an indispens-
able item in our compulsive
mobile as well as in thousands
of .other technology relating
products and goods. It has
been the near monopoly of
China or imported from Taiwan
but now the global geo-eco-
politics is shifting its interest
to India. Assam has already
taken advantage of the situa-
tion and | saw with my own
eyes recently about work in
progress at the 27,000 Cr Tata
Semiconductor plant at Jagi
Road. Its demonstration effect
should prayerfully impact
Meghalaya. Inter alia Megha-
laya needs a paradigm shift
from a political economy that
revolves around schemes only,
to one that can manufacture
semi-conductor chips.

. The official web portal of
Meghalaya Government in
its side links has a heading on
schemes. About 120 of them!
Most of them after the year
2000. Only some of them
have mentioned the date ofthe
release ofthe schemes though
the amount has mysteriously
not been mentioned. The list
ofschemes include those from
Agriculture, Community &
Rural Development, Housing,
Fishery, Child Welfare, Han-
dloom, Education, Industries,
Water, etc. Then the scheme
on start-ups, PRIME Open
Venture Scheme.

The well known centrally
sponsored schemes imple-
mented by the States are Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee
Programme, Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
- PMAY Rural and PMAY Ur-
ban, National Drinking Water
Mission, Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion, National Health Mission,
National Health Protection
Scheme, National Education-
Mission, Integrated Child De-
velopment Services, Mission
for Empowerment and Pro-
tection of Women, .National
Livelihood Mission, Jobs and
Skills Development, Urban
Rejuvenation Mission. Then
there are Centrally Sector
Schemes implemented by the
Centre with higher allocation
like LPG connection to poor
households, National Aids and
STD control mission, Mem-
ber of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme, Crop
Insurance Scheme, National
Mission on Food Processing,
Integrated Development of
Tourist Circuits, Assistance
to promotion of Sports Excel-
lence .

The Central scheme
SVAMITVA (Survey of Vil-
lages and Mapping with im-
provised Technology in Village
Areas ) aims at providing an
integrated inhabited property
ownership solution for rural
India. For unknown reasons
Meghalaya rejected the scheme
though it would have been a
boon to the urgent need for a
cadastral survey in the state
and opened up the gates to
the fera of land alienation, ap-
prehension and obscurity about
investment in Meghalaya.

Meghalaya is largely agrar-
ian with main crops like po-
tatoes, rice, maize, fruits- like
pineapples, bananas, papayas
and then spices like ginger and
turmeric.

If Viksit Meghalaya is on
the agenda then it should hop
step and jump from predomi-
nantly agrarian to the Fourth
Industrial revolution of Semi-
conductor chips.

The First Industrial Revolu-
tion started in England since
1794 by using water and
steam power to mechanize
production. 1870 started the
Second Industrial revolution,
using electric power for mass
produ'ction. The British in-
troduced both the revolutions
in India albeit for its colonial
purposes. The Third in 1969
used electronics and informa-
tion technology to automate
production when Meghalaya
had not even existed. Now a
Fourth Industrial Revolution

is building on the Third, char-
acterized by a fusion of tech-
nologies between the physical,
digital, and biological spheres.

' The Industrial Revolution
also introduced the concept
of value addition economics
when people started making
what they needed on their
farms with machines instead
ofby hand .

According to the World
Economic Forum, the pos-
sibilities of billions of people
connected by mobile devices,
with unprecedented processing
power, storage capacity, and
access to knowledge, are un-
limited. And these possibilities
will be multiplied by emerging
technology breakthroughs in
fields such as artificial intelli-
gence, robotics, the Internet of
Things, autonomous Vvehicles,
3-D printing, nano-technolo-
gy, bio-technology, materials,
science, energy storage, and
quantum computing. Semi-
conductors make up a vital
part of the fourth industrial
revolution. As crude was to the
third, semi-conductors will be
to the fourth.

Government of India has
launched the India Semi-con-
ductor Mission (ISM). Tobuild
a strong semiconductor and
display ecosystem, position-
ing India as a global hub for
electronics manufacturing and
design. Some units have dem-
onstrated the growing partner-
ship between Taiwan multina-
tional Foxconn a global major
in electronics manufacturing
and Indian HCL that has a
long history of developing and
manufacturing hardware. To-
gether they will set up a plant
near Jewar airport in Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
opment Authority or YEEDA
This plant will manufacture
display driver chips for mobile
phones, laptops, automobiles,
PCs, and myriad of other de-
vices that have display.

KN Kumar had opined on
the creation of a Meghalaya .
Semi-conductor Missionwhich
wouldwork onthe skills forthe
youth and tap into the progress
which the semi-conductor
industry has advanced in
neighbouring Assam arid col-
laboratingvnth global leaders
in the semi-conductor industry
who are already established
in India. The story of how
the semi-conductor startups
in cities like Hyderabad and
Bangalore took off should
be studied and replicated in
Meghalaya. Its the story that
attracted IT leaders like Bill
Gates to extend all coopera-
tion and partnership and US
Presidents like Bill Clinton to
visit Hyderabad in 2000.

Toki Blah suggested that
MIDC (Meghalaya Industrial
Development Corporation)
takes the lead. Certainly, its
website talks about its vision,
mission, objectives and func-
tions. It’s says “to function
as key role in the process of
promotion and development
of balanced industrial growth
leading to more employment
opportunities and create indus-
trial infrastructure in order to
support economic development
of the state.” “To promote /
establish industrial ventures
across the state.” MIDC should
ask itselfto what extent it has
lived up to its vision, mission,
objectives and functions. Per-
haps its watershed project can
be leading from the front on
the Meghalaya Semi-conductor
Mission. The ancillary units
that can multiply from the
Semiconductor plant has been
detailed by Toki Blah.

“You have to dream before
your dreams come true,” one
of the famous lines of the late
legendary Scientist-President
of India APJ Abdul Kalam.
It can be the allegory to turn-
ing Meghalaya into a Silicon
Valley as proposed by K N
Kumar who has also written
extensively about tapping the
Meghalaya diaspora and creat-
ing a Meghalaya Tech Return
Scheme (MRTS).

Only recently there was a
celebration of the upgradation
ofthe Shillong Polytechnicto a
Shillong Government College
of Engineering with courses in
Civil Engineering and Electri-
cal Engineering, Recognized
by the All India Council for
Technical Education, the in-
stitution can also be platform
for imparting the skills and

expertise to the youth that can
be absorbed inthe future semi-
conductor plant.

Al this will however come
a cropper if there is no po-
litical will, especially in con-
fronting pressure groups who
have made a living out of
opposing anything to move
forward. Paraphrasing Winston
Churchill’s famous lines “noth-
ing to fear but fear itself.”



Gratitude is thefairest blossom which
springsfrom the soul”
— Henry Ward Beecher
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Hydra-headed terror
TERRORISM is a hydra-headed monster. It
does not work on any established norms. It can
hit here, there, and anywhere. This is the reason
why the collective consciousness of humanity
must rise against the spectre of terrorism. Its
latest theatre was Washington DC, where two
young Israeli embassy employees were shot
down near the Jewish Museum. The demand
raised by the assailant Elias Rodriguez at the
venue where a congregation of diplomats took
place was, “Free Palestine.” There’s no guaran-
tee to life even in the high-security US capital.

The United States has been the principal,
but not the exclusive, victim of terrorism. The
epoch-making attacks on the World Trade Tow-
ers and other high security zones in the United
States on 9/11-2001 sent shivers down the spines
of not just the Americans but people around the
world. The West Asia region has been a theatre
of terror for decades in fights between the Pal-
estinians seeking a home of their own, against
tiny lIsrael that is well-entrenched with able
support from the West, principally the United
States. India and the entire subcontinent is faced
with the spectre of terrorism, mostly exported
from Pakistan, while the Islamic nation and the
adjoining Afghanistan are struggling from the
sway of terrorist mayhem. Syria and Iraq were
other theatres of Islamic terrorism, not to men-
tion China that is battling it in its western region
through incarceration of hundreds ofthousands
of suspects. So did Russia. Islamic terrorism
was preceded by others like the Irish National
Army (IRA) that sent shivers down the spine of
the United Kingdom. So too with the LTTE, in
Sri Lanka. Indonesia and the Philippines batted
with home-grown terrorists in the past, all of
which have now been on a tight leash. India’s
north-eastern states too had their own struggles
with militancy, as did the rest of India through
the Left-Wing Extremists or Maoists.

Point to note is, the world has to live with
acts of terror in one form of another. Terrorism
cannot be eliminated even with the latest tech-
nology, which can however, with effective use,
control it. To an extent, India has been able to
restore peace in the Kashmir Valley, but it bled
heavily again a month ago through killings ofin-
nocents by a Pakistan-trained gang ofterrorists.
It took India and Pakistan closer to a full-scale
war, raising fears ofanuclear explosion to deci-
mate entire landmasses and their peoples. While
the military engagement abruptly ended, reports
on Thursday were that aterrorist sleeper cell has
been dismantled in capital New Delhi with the
arrest of two persons with Pakistan-links. This
pointed to involvement of ISI and some con-
nected diplomats, their target being the national
capital. Itprompted a fresh warning from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Bikaner in Rajasthan
that Pakistan, its military and its economy would
pay a heavy price for every terrorist onslaught
on India hereafter. The task of neutralizing terror
on Indian soil remains unfinished.

Letters to the Editor

A much needed
inspection and

Interaction

Editor,

| write to express my ap-
preciation and support for the
recent announcement regarding
the Rs 31 crore beautification
and infrastructure overhaul
of Shillong’s historic lewduh
market.

For the first time in memory,
such a high-level team of gov-
ernment officials—including
Chief Minister Conrad K Sang-
ma, Deputy Chief Minister
Prestone Tynsong, and Tourism
Minister Paul Lyngdoh, visited
the market in person. The Chief
Minister should be applauded
for his willingness to confront
the problems firsthand. His
statement. "Thank God for the
rains,” reflects an honest and
grounded perspective—using
the adverse weather as an op-
portunity to fully grasp the
challenges faced by vendors
and shoppers during the mon-
soons.

The Chief Minister s m-
spection—despite the rain and
challenging conditions—dem-
onstrates a rare and commend-
able commitment to ground
realities. At a time when many

development decisions are often
taken from behind office doors,
this on-the-ground engagement
by the highest-ranking officials
stands out as a powerful gesture
of responsive governance. It
reflects a genuine willingness to
witness the issues first-hand and
connect directly with the people
affected by them.

By walking through the
narrow, waterlogged lanes of
lewduh alongside Deputy Chief
Minister Prestone Tynsong,
Tourism Minister Paul Lyn-
gdoh, senior government offi-
cials, and traditional heads, the
Chief Minister not only showed
leadership by example but also
reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to inclusive de-
velopment. His interaction with
vendors, many ofwhom voiced
concerns over poor drainage,
dark alleyways, and congested
walkways, brought a renewed
sense of hope and optimism to
the market community.

Such ground-level inspec-
tions are essential, especially
in public spaces like lewduh,
where thousands rely on the
market for their livelihood. Only
by seeing and experiencing the
conditions themselves can poli-
cymakers truly understand the
depth of the issues. This visit
helped highlight real, day-to-
day struggles that otherwise

Time to grapple with
national 1ssues too

By Patricia Mukhim

1 have been writing a
Friday column for this paper
since the 1990s. In recent
times 1 have had to make
way for the growing number
of columnists contributing
excellent pieces to this news-
paper. This week though,
| felt that it's important to
remind readers and society
in general that we need to
now look beyond the state
of Meghalaya and think na-
tional. Anything happening
in any part of this country
affects us too. Ever since the
Pahalgam terror attack tar-
geted at Hindu men with 26
of them Kkilled in cold blood,
the country has been on high
alert. For us in Meghalaya
things have started turning
ugly since August 2024 when
Sheikh Hasina had to flee
for her life and seek refuge
in India even while Moham-
mad Yunus who heads the
caretaker Government is
adopting a belligerent stance
vis a vis India.

Meghalaya shares a 443
kilometer long boundary
with Bangladesh and large
sections of that boundary is
unfenced. At Balat the river
serves as a boundary and
people cross at will. They
say that all kinds of products
from India are transported
from India to the other side
across the river at night. It’s
the same with Ranikor, Bho-
laganj and Ichamati. This
means that illegal migration
is not a formidable task at
all. The BSF with all their
manpower are hardly able to
police every inch of the bor-
der. Now with Bangladesh
having become a close ally
of China in the eastern sector
(China is already supporting
Pakistan in the western front)
we in the North East are
hemmed in by the fact that
our only outlet to the rest of
India is through the 22 km
narrow Siliguri corridor.

True the Government of
India now plans to build the
Shillong to Silchar 4-lane
highway to take the load off
the Siliguri corridor but this
166.8 km four-lane master-
piece connecting Mawlyn-
gkhung in Meghalaya and
Panchgram in Assam will
only be completed by 2030
which is 5 years away. Gov-
ernment of India claims that
this road is meant to fuel
economic growth and give a
fillip to the Act East Policy.
As far as the Act East Policy
is concerned the less said
the better. With a troubled
Myanmar posing security
concerns and a Manipur still
in turmoil; the Moreh trade
point at a standstill, one
wonders when the Act East
Policy, which in the first
place was never intended to
address the economic future
of a land-locked North East
will ever be banished from
the Government of India’s
vocabulary.

Coming to India’s retali-
ation to the Pahalgam terror
attack using the nomencla-
ture Operation Sindoor, as

might go unnoticed—water
stagnation, blocked drains, lack
of proper lighting, and the chal-
lenges of navigating through
narrow, overcrowded lanes.

It was heartening to see
vendors visibly happy and en-
couraged, their long-standing
grievances finally being ac-
knowledged at the highest level.
As many of them shared, it
was the first time they had seen
senior leaders walking through
the same cramped paths they
use daily. Their sense ofjoy and
reliefwas not just emotional—it
was a reflection of their belief
that change may finally, be on
the horizon.

The phased improvements,
including natural-stone foot-
path upgrades, better drainage
systems, and a plan that re-
spects the market’s traditional
structure, reflect a balanced
and well-thought-out approach.
The government’s attention to
detail and sensitivity to cultural
and economic factors deserves
praise. The additional Rs 10
crore sanctioned by the North
Eastern Council further boosts
confidence in the seriousness of
this initiative.

This visit was far more than
symbolic—it was a critical and
transformative step towards
meaningful change. It sends a
strong message that the govern-

citizens we are still in a state
of animated suspension as
to who called the ceasefire
between India and Pakistan
after the launch ofwhat India
calls a targeted attack on ter-
ror camps in Pakistan and not
targeting their military instal-
lations or civilian infrastruc-
ture. India’s Foreign Minister
has been at the receiving end
of public affront because
he allegedly informed the
Pakistan establishment that
India was going to launch
its attack, thereby putting
that country on high alert and
consequently its ability to
adequately respond to the In-
dian fire-power. One has seen
wars in the past too but never
has the media gone ballistic
in its reportage as in report-
ing Operation Sindoor. The
role ofthe media is to report
facts not to hyper-ventilate
and pretend that its duty is to
arouse the spirit of national-
ism and patriotism both of
which have descended into

a few, we don’t find citizens
rising up to claim their rights.
Since 2014 we have been
silenced and self-regulated
so that we don’t step on the
toes of the government and
end up injail.

Recently the State BJP
called for a solidarity march
to express gratitude to our
armed forces. What was the
intention of this show of
strength? Does it mean that
only BJP members stand
with the armed forces and
other political parties and
citizens have no allegiance to
the nation? But we have been
reduced to silent onlookers.
This culture ofsilence which
someone rightly termed as
a conspiratorial silence is
a dangerous trend. Every
person is thinking twice
about what to say; what to
comment on social media
and how to steer clear of
any controversy lest they be
arrested.

What many ofus ordinary

“Meghalaya shares a 443 kilometer
long boundary with Bangladesh and large
sections ofthat boundary is unfenced.
At Balat the river serves as a boundary
andpeople cross at will. They say that
all kinds ofproductsfrom India are
transportedfrom India to the other side
across the river at night. Its the same
with Ranikor, Bholaganj and Ichamati.
This means that illegal migration is nota
formidable task at all. The BSF with all
their manpower are hardly able topolice
every inch ofthe border.”

the dustbin of jingoism.
Today the media is divided
inasmuch as the citizenry
is completely polarised on
ideological lines. And in this
cacophony ofwarmongering
aided and abetted by a sec-
tion of the media, do we ip
the North East have a say? A
voice? Do we matter?

As Indians, we all support
our armed forces and rally
with them but we don’t need
anchors of television chan-
nels looking for gptics to tell
us that any question we raise
on Operation Sindoor is an
act of treason. Since when
has it become illegal for citi-
zens-to question the govern-
mentofthe day and its acts of
omission and commission?
Why is the government now
conflated with the nation?
If India is a democratic na-
tion and the Constitution
guarantees its citizens free
speech, as long as we do
not defame any person in
particular, then why are so
many people booked for ex-
pressing their views on social
media? Doing journalism
the way we were taught to,
is today fraught. Yet barring

ment is not only listening but is
also willing to take proactive,
visible action. | applaud this
sincere effort and hope this
positive momentum continues.
With continued dedication, |
am confident that lewduh will
finally receive the respect, at-
tention, and infrastructure it has
long deserved, benefiting not
only its vendors but the entire
community that depends on it.
Yours etc;

Rishanlang Khongwir

Via email

Unfair
recruitment

process

Editor,

Through your esteemed
paper | wish to draw public
attention to the recent results
on the Grade IV position ofthe
Shillong Cooperative Urban
Bank Ltd. As per the noti-
fication posted by the Bank,
Advertisement No. SCUB/
HO/2024/249, although it has
stated that it reserves the right
to amend any part ofthe recruit-
ment process, it did so without
any communication on its web-
site. As per the notification, the
Bank states that the number of
vacancies is six (6) but as per
the results only two (2) candi-

citizens want to question is
the logic of sending out MPs
to different countries of the
world to explain India’s po-
sition vis a vis Pakistan - to
expose Pakistan as a terror-
nurturing rogue state as ifthe
world does not already know
that. Geo-politics today is all
about economics and about
nations arming themselves
to the teeth to protect those
economic interests. It’s im-
portant to count the number
of countries that stand with
India today. Why has India
been so isolated to the point
where even the US which we
all believed was our greatest
pal is lending its weight be-
hind Pakistan. Today China
is solidly behind Pakistan;
so is the US and Turkey.
Where did our diplomacy
go wrong? Is it not true that
the countries of this world
are also aware of the rapid
erosion of democratic tenets
in India with the freedom of
the press in tatters? So, what
are the visiting MPs going to
tell their counterparts?

The Constitution of In-
dia is intended to restrain
power and to ensure that
citizens access their rights.

dates are to be appointed. This
is baffling and confusing as
the remaining 4 vacancies are
not filled or perhaps they are
already filled with people who
did not appear for the exam.
Secondly, the examination fee
for this particular exam is a
little higher than exam fees of
other exams at Rs 300. What’s
curious is that when we arrived
at- our exam centre many of
the seats were empty. Many
candidates failed to appear due
to poor publicity'by the Bank.
Whether that wais intentional is
left to our imagination. Finally,
as a candidate of many other
career exams, | have been used
to using black pens to mark our
answers, but in this exam some
were seen with blue pens and
more strangely with pencils to
mark their answers, which is
fishy. This recruitment reeks of
favouritism and nepotism.

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

Well done,

Shillong
Municipality,
please keep it up

Editor,
In recent weeks, many

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs is meant to build inter-
national alliances to promote
peace; our legal systems are
created to peacefully settle
disputes while our scientific
institutions are meant to cure
disease and news outlets to
inform the public so they can
then make informed choices.
What has happened to these
institutions today? Several
NGOs that were working
towards easing the suffer-
ing of the most distressed
lot have lost their funding
under the Foreign Contribu-
tion Regulation Act (FCRA).
Universities have become
battlegrounds where only
one idea and ideology is
now allowed the space to
flourish. These institutions
are all meant to enhance hu-
man dignity -but they have
degenerated into making our
lives nasty, brutish and short,
which was what human exis-
tence was, prior to the spread
of civilization.

All of this is happening
right before our eyes but we
have receded into the man-
holes ofsilence each one try-
ingto protecttheir own backs.
But at what cost? We engage
individually on social media
but have never attempted
to meet and brainstorm on
what the future looks like.
We need to remember that
Operation Sindoor is on a
pause (ceasefire) and that
any of the two countries
could go to war again with
the threat of nuclear combat
hanging over our heads like
the Sword of Damocles. Do
we have any views to of-
fer from this northeastern
periphery?

Yuval Noah Harari in his
latest book ‘Nexus’ says,
“We live in an interconnected
world where the decisions
of one country can have
profound impact on others.
Some ofthe gravest dangers
posed by Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) do notresult from
the internal dynamics of a
single human society. Rather
they arise from dynamics
involving many societies
which might lead, to new
arms races, new wars and
new imperial expansions.
Thus, a paranoid dictator
might hand unlimited povver
to a fallible Al including
even the power to launch
nuclear strikes. |fthe dictator,
trusts his Ai more than his
defence minister, wouldn’t
it make sense to make Al
supervise the country ’s most
powerful weapons?

We are living in a highly
wired world arid the fact that
countries like China are now
ready to launch into elec-
tronic warfare where they
have complete visibility of
the enemy’s war space and
can strike anywhere they
want, makes, peace a very
fragile entity.

These are concerns that
affect us all and as citizens
we have aright to ask if war
is the solution to fighting
terror?

localities in the town have
started to wear a very clean
look. From the bustling lanes
of Police Bazar to the quieter
neighbourhoods, Shillong is
looking more pleasant and feel-
ing increasingly welcoming. |
believe this newfound cleanli-
ness is thanks to the dedicated
efforts of the Shillong Mu-
nicipal Board (SMB) and its
tireless workers.

Many people are probably
aware that, back in March, the
CEO ofthe SMB made a solemn
announcement. He pledged to
give Shillong a much-needed
facelift. Today, that promise
is, perhaps in some way being
realised. Many SMB workers,
some in uniform, are out every
day, sweeping the footpaths
and streets, pulling out weeds,
and collecting garbage in sacks
before loading them into mu-
nicipal vehicles. Their work is
truly commendable. In market-
places like Khyndailad, teams
from the SMB’s cleaning squad
turn out in full force late inthe
evening to sweep and tidy up.
Their hard work should not go
unnoticed. They all deserve our
loudest applause.

But keeping Shillong clean
isn’t the job of the Municipal
Board alone. It is, in fact, a
shared responsibility that rests
on all of us. Too often, we

Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Why Only Him?

There | was, seated com-
fortably with a steaming cup
of chai, the newspaper folded
neatly by my side, when the
television flashed a headline
that jolted me more than the
caffeine: “Supreme Court takes
suo motu cognizance of MP
Minister’s remarks'on Ariny
Colonel.” My ears perked up,
as they do whenever | hear the
words suo motu — Latin for
“we’ll step in, even if nobody
asks us to,” and in India, a
phrase often used sparingly,
like a vintage Scotch.

This time, the court had
taken note of remarks made
by Madhya Pradesh minister
Kunwar Vijay Shah. And not
just any remarks. These were
directed at none other than
Colonel Sofiya Qureshi, a
decorated Army officer and one
of the public faces during the
briefing on Operation Sindoor,
India’s cross-border response
to terror. Shah had, in all his
verbal glory, accused Colonel
Qureshi of being the “sister of
terrorists.”

The Supreme Court wasn’t
amused. “The entire nation
is ashamed,” thundered the
bench. And rightly so.

But as | nodded in agree-
ment, something itched at the
back of my mind. Why only
him?

Oh, don’t get me wrong.
Kunwar Vijay Shah deserved
every syllable of that judicial
reprimand. When a sitting
minister openly disparages an
Army colonel based on her reli-
gion, calling her kinto terrorists
while she dons the uniform and
risks her life for the nation —
you don't just say sorry. You
sit in the dock. Preferably for
a long time.

But again, | ask: Why only
him? The political landscape
these days is overflowing with
inflammatory rhetoric. Switch
on any news channel at prime
time — and you’ll see anchors
spouting more aggression than
an army general on rum. Attend
a rally or scroll through the
WhatsApp university syllabus,
and you're bound to stumble
across more hate speech than
meaningful policy.

So why does only one man
face the music, while the rest
continue orchestrating their
symphonies of spite?

Let’s be honest — Vijay
Shah’s mistake W&s being too
loud ina country where bigotry
is often whispered, winked at,
or cloaked in the garb of na-
tionalism. He didn’t invent the
hate; he simply turned up the
volume too high for the nation
to ignore.

Now let’stalk about Colonel
Sofiya Qureshi—the woman at
the receiving end ofthis vitriol.
She isnt just an Army officer;
she’s a symbol ofsecular India,
where merit, notreligion, earns
you rank andrespect. She stood
before cameras alongside Wing
Commander Vyomika Singh
and Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri to inform the public about
the military operation with
poise, dignity, and calm profes-
sionalism. Her presence wasn't
political — it was patriotic.

But for Mr. Shah, her last
name Was more relevant than
her uniform.

What’s astonishing is not
that such comments were
made — but that we were
shocked. Because in today’s
India, minority-bashing has
become as routine as monsoon

see chips, gutka, cigarettes,
biscuit packets, cold drink
bottles, scraps of paper, and
more thoughtlessly tossed
onto the streets, sometimesjust
moments after they’ve been
freshly swept. Such careless-
ness and disregard for cleanli-
ness are unacceptable. Even
worse, some residents creep
out quietly, plastic bags full of
household waste in hand, and
dumpthemin secluded comers,
an issue that has repeatedly
been brought to the authori-
ties’ attention by the ever-
vigilant social activist Jeffrey
Nongkhlaw. These practices
are disgusting and must end. |
believe the Shillong Municipal
Board (SMB) should urgently
consider introducing stricter
measures to deal with such
irresponsible people. Decisive
action is a must to ensure that
the ongoing cleaning efforts
do not go down the drain. No
matter how many workers the
Municipality sends outto clean
the city, their efforts will be in
vain ifwe continue treating our
streets like open dustbins.

The recent Swachh Bharat
survey report placed Megha-
laya at the “bottom” in terms
of cleanliness. It’s not just
disappointing, it’s downright
embarrassing. If this isnt a
wake-up call for all municipal

potholes. It's notthe exception,
it'sthe playlist. And it’s played
at high volume across social
media, stages, and sadly, even
pulpits.

Th'e only difference here is

that this time, someone impor-
tant was listening.
« The Supreme Court’s reac-
tion was refreshingly sharp.
They didnt just pull up Shah.
They dismissed his apology
as shallow. They called his
remarks “crass,” and ordered
a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the issue. Even
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court described his words as
“language from the gutters”
and ordered an FIRto be lodged
against him.

Now, before you clap too
loudly, pause and consider:
How many others have gone
unpunished?

What about the faceless
army of trolls who refer to
Christians as “rice bag con-
verts” or Muslims as “jihadi
sympathizers”? What about
those with mics in their hands
and malice in their hearts, who
use >desh bhakti” as a license
to dehumanize others?

Why aren’t they being
pulled up? Why aren’t they
facing suo motu wrath?

The hate isn’t coming from
one comer — it’s a chorus.

It’s time to say: enough.

Make hate speech — a
non-bailable offence. Don’t
just slap a fine and let them
walk out with a smirk. Make
them understand that words
have consequpnces. And ifthat
means halfofParliament has to
stand in line for bail, so be it.
Better in court than in history
books as the ones who normal-
ized prejudice.

I also found it rather ironic
that Shah tried to weasel out of
the mess with an apology. “I
didn’t mean it,” he mumbled,
much like a child caught with
his hand inthe gulabjamunjar.
But apologies aren’t magical
erasers. Not when the damage
is already done. Not when your
words embolden others to think
it’s okay to cast aspersions On
the loyalty of an officer based
on her faith.

The Congress, of course,
jumped on the opportunity and
demande4 that Shah be sacked.
Some even suggested charges
of sedition. While political
rivalries play out, one hopes
the focus doesn't shift fromthe
core issue: accountability.

In a democracy, freedom of
speech doesn't include freedom
to incite. It certainly doesn’t
include the right to insult those
who wear the nation’s uniform
— regardless of whether their
name is Sharma, Khan, or
Qureshi.And so, dear readers,
as we watch this drama unfold,
let’s remember: it’s not about
Vijay Shah alone. It’s-about
an entire culture of selective
outrage, where justice is the
exception and not the rule.

Let’s stop minority-bashing
in all its forms — from the
drawing room, to the news
studio, to the floor ofthe House.
And let’s demand action not
just when a remark m~kes
headlines, but when it breaks
hearts.

Because the question isn't,
just “Why only him?”

It should be: “Why not all
ofthem?”

And until the answer is:
“Yes, all of them,” we haven’t
really won...!

bobsbanter@gmail.com

boards in the state, then we’re
clearly sleeping through the
alarm, with the threat of en-
vironmental fallout looming
large. Installing litter bins, us-
ing them properly, and holding
one another accountable can go
a long way'm supporting more
than just routine sweeping. If
someone dumps waste in the
wrong place, onlookers should
speak up, and if possible, take
photos of the act and share
them with the local Dorbar or
upload them to the Shillong
Municipal website. Publicly
naming and shaming offenders
may be a necessary deterrent.
Everyone must work together
to support the effprt to ensure
that no town in Meghalaya,
including Shillong, Jowai, and
Tura, looks messy. Of course,
Shillong is the gateway to the
famous Mawlynnong. Tour-
ists shouldn’t leave Shillong
wrinkling their noses in disgust
after visiting the cleanest vil-
lage in Asia.
Yours truly,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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"True art is characterized by an irresistible
urge in lhe creative artist. ”

— Albert Einstein
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Education at the Crossroads
THE State Government had constituted an Educa-
tion Commission in July 2023 headed by ProfS M
Sungoh, Department of Education, North Eastern
Hill University (NEHU). Other members included
Prof. David Reid Syiemlieh, (Adviser Academic),
Former Chairman UPSC, Government of India,
Tony T C Marak (Adviser School Sector Reforms),
Retd IFS and former Executive Chairman MBOSE,
Government of Meghalaya as Advisers with Am-
brose Ch. Marak, IAS, Secretary to the Government
of Meghalaya, Education Department as Member
Secretary. The Commission has also co-opted prin-
cipals of schools and retired college principals. In
every aspect this Commission has within its folds
the best brains of the state and is mandated to advise
the Government on matters related to school and col-
lege education; salary disparities, school and college
infrastructure, functioning of school management
committees and their accountability. Above all the
Commission was to give specific recommendations
on how the schools and colleges can glide smoothly
into the demands of the National Education Policy
2020 - apolicy that is an outcome of a cabinet deci-
sion ofthe NDA Government in 2020 in the midst of
the pandemic and without public discussion.

Considering that the Commission was given a
timeline of two years, its time should end by July
this year. Inthe nearly two years of its existence, we
have not heard of the findings of the Commission
and whether it accepts the NEP 2020 as a suitable
policy for students in Meghalaya, Education falls
under the Concurrent list and as such the state has
the authority to reject the NEP 2020 if it finds that
the curriculum, especially the 3-language formula
is not in sync with the needs of students of Megha-
laya, particularly those in rural hamlets. In the first
place was it necessary for Meghalaya to accept the
NEP-2020 lock, stock and barrel simply because it
is thrust upon us. Some of the southern states have
rejected it and adopted their own state education
policy. It would be enlightening therefore to hear
from the Commission which has evidently done a
lot of ground work as to whether they believe that
the NEP 2020 would transform the educational sce-

- nario in Meghalaya. Is the problem of poor learning
outcomes being addressed by the NEP 2020 if the

problem is with teacher quality. When teaching as a

profession is also the worst paid and that at irregular
intervals the commitment o fthose taking up teaching
jobs is bound to flag. This is only natural. A good
and timely paid salary is a great incentive and the
profession is bound to attract the best minds.

The problem in Meghalaya is also that there are
too many categories of schools and standardising
those would be a tall order. It’s high time the gov-
ernment seriously carries out intensive research on
the reasons for school drop-outs especially in the
rural areas. From a casual glance the problem is
poverty. Although the Government provides ‘free
and compulsory’ ecjucation up to the age of 14 years
but uniforms and books are not part of the ‘free’
deal. And that’s what makes children from poor
households drop out. The Commission is expected
to have taken all this into consideration when giving

its considered views.
Letters to the Editor

Rejoinder from
the Shillong
Co-operative
Urban Bank

Ltd

Editor,

In response to the letter,
"Unfair Recruitment Pro-
cess,' appearing in the Let-
ters to the Editor column (ST
May 23,2025), we refute the
allegations as follows:

1 Advertisements for the
written test were published
in two local papers, The
Shillong Times and U Maw-
phor, both dated January 16,
2025, besides being posted
in the Bank's website. Can-
didates were also intimated
through their mobiles.

2. The fees taken do not
even cover the cost of ex-
penditure.

3. That out 0f 4,185 can-
didates who applied, only
933 appeared is a loss to
the Bank as it is deprived
of a larger competition that
would unearth higher qual-
ity.

4. The written test was
conducted by an outside pro-
fessionally reputed source.

5. The use of pencil was
advised as the candidate
could rub off his mark if he
she wants to do corrections.

6. There are six (6) posts
to be filled up, but in a
phased manner. The first
two are called to fill the two
vacancies immediately. The
next four will be filled up
soon after. The list of 22
other candidates will be kept
valid for 3 years and will be
absorbed by the Bank as and
when and if required.

7. The viva-voce was
conducted by a panel ofthree
whose integrity, transpar-
ency, and moral character is
beyond reproach.

8. To say that the recruit-
ment process reeks of fa-
vouritism and nepotism is
totally unacceptable and
unjustified.

9. The accusations of
the aggrieved candidate are
understandable as he/she is
desperate for ajob as also the
many thousands of unem-
ployed youths. However, the
aggrieved candidate should
ascertain the facts before
any accusation is made,
damaging the goodwill and
reputation of the Bank.

10. The policy of the
Bank is to be fair, transpar-
ent, and maintain high moral
standards. Casting aspersions
without facts is slanderous
and objectionable and is not
the attitude of a right think-
ing and responsible person
who would not hide behind a
wall and throw stones.

The Menshohnoh and Society:
Real. Imagined or Surreal

Menshohnoh are believed
to be typical Khasi human-
hunters who after they have
got hold of the man/wom-
an kill them and feed their
blood to a python (Thlen)
which then brings wealth
to its keepers. These stories
are from persons living in
villages like Wahkhen and
Khatar-shnong - areas where
the hunters are allegedly
still active and killings have
taken place. Those who have
the time could spend one
whole nightjust to hear how
they execute their task and
what people think of them.
This story is only the tip of
the iceberg-

The paternal grandmother
(Meikha) of my mother-in-
law was the Nongri thlen (
a keeper of the Thlen). Her
father rejected all material
inheritance from his aunt,
except the blood relationship
which continued w'ith the
grandchildren of the keeper,
who are no longer alive and
who apparently died due to
the debilitating effects ofthe
practice.

Other stories are of the
uncles of my wife. In their
village the hunters and non-
hunters live together in peace
and harmony - they go about
their works; work together
in the same field, have no ill
feelings, suspicion, against
the other; only they are cau-
tious of attacks. They narrate
how once in the village after
their day’s work, they were
eating and drinking together.
When a Menshohnoh shows
signs of being on attack
mode during such fun times,
a scolding, or a slap in the
face is given to wake him up
to reality. One person | know
and lived together with while
at school was possessed by
the demon through marriage.
What he told his fellow vil-
lagers was to slap him if he
tries to attack them at night
saying “wat pyniap, shu
thap” (don’t kill, just slap
me). Fourteen years ago in
a locality where I live, a
man due to an unknown
illness roamed around the
bushes of the village. He
was caught, waiting to be
interrogated, but a mob of
hooligans overwhelmed the
elders who could not stand
against a brute force and they
brutally killed him.

My wife’s second eldest
uncle, said he had a fight
with the menshohnoh on
one occasion, and defeated
the hunter. In a fit of rage he
warned him saying that he
would finish him off if he
tried attacking him or'any-
one else in future and then
let him go. The other night,
the same people who were at
war, drank alcohol together,
chatting like nothing ever
happened before. Once when
I was crossing a bush alone at
midnight in Sohra someone
attempted to harm me.

Yours etc.,

CEO, The Shillong Co-
operative Urban Bank Ltd
Shillong - 1

Disappointing
after-sales
experience

with Tiago EV
dealership

Editor,

I wish to share my experi-
ence regarding the purchase
of a Tiago EV from Frank
Tata Motors dealership at
Mawblei, Shillong in 2024.
While | am genuinely de-
lighted with the vehicle’s
performance and the qual-
ity of the car and the brand
overall—truly an excellent
vehicle—the service and
communication from the
dealership have been disap-
pointing.

At the time of purchase,
the salesperson assured me
that the government subsidy
for the EV would be pro-
cessed and disbursed within
two months. Unfortunately,
it has now been over a year,
and | have yet to receive any
subsidy. Despite numerous
follow-ups, | have received
only vague and evasive re-
sponses, with no clear expla-
nation or resolution from the

By lasaid Khongjee

One thing about being
possessed by this Thlen is
that it is an accepted part of
Khasi society. An uncle of
mine who lives in Kongth-
ong related this story: he said
he was hunting butterflies in
the outskirts of Wahkhen vil-
lage. Suddenly those people
said “ngi boit liangwah, boit
liangwah” (a boy from the
other side of the river), and
started chasing him. He told
me he was so scared that he
ran back to his village. The
origin of how he got trans-
formed was at a festival in
a village of Khat-ar-shnorig

who are kilometres away
through whistling; a usual
means of communication
by such people. He came to
his senses when he fell into
a stream. After that event
he went to the owner and
said “phi dei shisha kaba ri
Thlen”, meaning- you are
truly the keeper ofthe Thlen.
The effect didn’t last as he
has the personal’ god from
his clan to cleanse the spell
to its last atom.

At Dewiong, my wife’s
village, a woman in her
eighties from the same clan
as the one mentioned above

When a Menshohnoh shows signs ofbeing on
attack mode during suchfun times, a scolding,
or aslap in theface is given to wake him up
to reality. Oneperson | know and lived
together with while at school was possessed by
the demon through marriage. What he told his
fellow villagers was to slap him ifhe tries to
attack them at nightsaying “watpyn’iap, shu
thap > (don tkill, just slap me).

area, where he ate food, but
forgotto pay his bill. It’s only
after he paid for the food that
the evil spirit left him and the
spell ended.

At Sohkhmi village my
father makes alcohol to aug-
ment his income. As ayoung
boy, | would steal some of
it to give an old man living
next door just to hear his
stories. The man happened
to be immune to dangers
from the hunters. In his clan,
they have a god that pro-

was attacked by the hunters
in her field. They left her
for dead after covering her
body with dead leaves and
whatever was available in
the wilds. When the body
was found on the third day
she was still alive to live for
afew more years. The Thlen,
a spirit that:destroys, is pow-
erless in front ofthe one that
preserves life- this is the law
ofNature.

How people inthose areas
adapt to such an environ-

One night he told ofhow he purposely
askedfor liqguorfrom a woman in his
native village whom he knew keeps the Thlen.
When she refused, he said he askedfor a
special one, the 1ad Tangsnem fa liquor that
makes one to be possessed by the spiritof U
Thlen). After drinking it, he immediately lost
selfawareness and started wandering in the
forest nearby, his village.

tects the people of the clan
from the hunters. When the
Menshohnoh approaches,
the tiger emerges; one from
behind, and one in front, he
said. One night he told of
how he purposely asked for
liquor from a woman in his
native village whom he knew
keeps the Thlen. When she
refused, he said he asked for
a special one, the ‘lad Tang-
snem (a liquor that makes one
to be possessed by the spirit
of U Thlen). After drinking
it, he immediately lost self
awareness and started wan-
dering in the forest nearby
his village. He further said
that he communicated with
other fellow Menshohnoh

dealership.

Additionally, | was never
informed about the due date
for my vehicle’s insurance
premium. Consequently, |
missed the payment dead-
line, leading to unnecessary
inconvenience and potential
financial risk. | had expected
the dealership to notify me of
such critical dates or provide
proper documentation to en-
sure | was aware; sadly, that
did not happen.

The overall experience
has been extremely frustrat-
ing. Both the local show-
room and the company's
head office have ignored
my attempts to address these
issues. Since | am currently
out of the country, actively
pursuing this matter has
become challenging. 1 can
only describe the initial sales
pitch as snake oil, promising
much but delivering little,
and | find the after-sales
service to be utterly poor,
which has unfortunately
diminished my interest in
owning the car.

I am seeking the opinions
ofyour esteemed readers on
possible recourse or actions
I could take to recover my
money. Your advice will be
greatly valued, as | feel left
stranded and unfairly treated
in this entire ordeal.

Yours etc.,
P. Sawian
Via email

ment, is one aspect of the
story. It’s a story that mat-
ters if one gets possessed
accidentally while living
with fellow humans in a
close-knit society. Never say
“kiar raimaw-raidieng wat ia
shim eieinaki... meaning
“avoid them like the plague;
never take anything from
them.” The snare lies here.
The wisdom of those out
there tells this: the moment
we say the above, the devil
would praise saying “O phi
shisha kiba tip, kiba lah ban
liar, sngewtynnad” meaning
“truly you know, you can
avoid me at will.” But in life,
at times we falter, forget our
words, and may happen to

Concerns of a
pedestrian

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, I would like to share
some experiences and con-
cerns | 've come across while
walking through the streets
of Shillong. As someone
who often walks from home
to work and back, | find
walking not only a wa
to avoid traffic but also a
healthy habit. However,
there are certain things on
the streets that truly bother
me, and | believe the public
and authorities should take
note.

First, smoking in public is
a big concern. Many people
smoke openly and blow out
smoke without caring about
those around them. | have
no issue with people choos-
ing to smoke, but doing it in
public spaces shows a lack of
civic sense. It forces others
to become passive smokers
and risks their health. Sec-
ond, there are individuals
who stop passersby to preach
or share religious messages.
While their intention might
be good, their approach is
often too forceful. Some
even pretend to pray for
you and then ask for money.
Faith is personal, and people

beg for a pinch of salt from a
neighbour having the Thien.
When this happens, the
Thlen who’s on the look out
to cling to the person, gets
his way. When this happens
separating the spirit is hard,
if not impossible, because
we, in the first place courted
it with the knowledge of it
being evil,” the dead end!.
This is the reason why people
in villages live without any
superstition, evil eye, gos-
sips, bad name etc against the
other; a sophistry in simplic-
ity of life blend!. They accept
a person for who they are ;
a give-and-take policy is a
way of life; and the Thlen
also understands the reality
of living among humans.

“Don’t kill the Men-
shohnoh,” - In areas where
this knowledge is alive,
people never kill without
first speaking to them. First
of all they say, “ka brew ne
ka mrad. Ong haba dei.ka
brew, khapai” ( a human-
or an animal ; if a human,
it must speak), thus giving
another human a chance to
live life. It is only when the
menshohnoh doesn’t heed
the word (an ontological
facet of being a human be-
ing), that he gets a shot; if
missed, he’s lucky, if hit,
it’s no fault of the other who
has the same Divine right to
live. Killing a Menshohnoh
who is a fellow human be-
ing after he has spoken, is a
violence which leads to what
is called "i'ohtyrut," Katyrut
is anatural law that dispenses
natural justice ; we may call
it "the blood thirsty demon".
It is the ancestral quantum
understanding of the nature
of existence; in war, it's dif-
ferent-

Ka Tyrut is a spirit/a natu-
ral law- that balances itself
by destroying the unlawful
destruction oflife by another.
It is an act of divine retribu-
tion. We may call it the deyil,
but the reality known to us
is that the same God when
delivering justice to its on-
tological nature also wipes
out those who unlawfully
destroy its own Creation.
This is ourideaofGodwho’s
not only a Creator, but also

,the one who does justice to

Its ontological nature; a thin
line that separates the god
of western religion from the
indigenous God prevalent
in our knowledge system.
Who has not killed a hu-
man can be healed from ill
effects that enable him to
live a normal life as per the
design of nature, or regain-
ing the primary ontological
blessings ofNature to live
an ordinary life like other
fellows. Against the above
(ifhe killed someone), he too
will have to die ; a natural
way of restoring the Cosmic
imbalance caused.

(The author teaches at St
John Bosco School, Sohra)

should not be pressured in
public spaces. Third, there
are groups of two-wheeler
riders offering RapidO-like
services, but many of them
charge unfairly high fares,
especially from those who
are new or unaware. They
often disturb walkers by re-
peatedly asking if they need
a ride. Fourth, the issue of
stray dogs isreal. Inthe early
morning and late evening,
these dogs can be a threat to
joggers and walkers.

Lastly, many footpaths
get waterlogged even after a
light rain. This shows poor
planning and construction.
It makes walking difficult
and unpleasant. These are
just some of my personal
experiences. 1am sure there
are more issues that others
could add. I sincerely hope
the concerned authorities
take a closer look and make
the streets safer and more
pleasant for everyone to-
gether with the jacaranda
flowers that paint the streets
purple.

Yours etc.,
Zeppuh Gangmei
Shillong-3

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Meghalaya Education

Grant: Well

-intentioned

or Inherently Flawed?
By Dr Mankhrawbor Dunai

The recent Meghalaya
Education Grant (MEG)
scheme has generated much
discussions and will continue
to do so in its attemptto bring
about much needed changes
inthe education system inthe
state. The fact that we have
“discussions,” letalone a dis-
cussion paper, is commend-
able though it also reveals
that as well-intentioned as
initiatives may be, they may
run foul ifthey have not been
properly analysed. All of us
love the idea of a new year
dnd anew “me” only to real-
ize that giving up on things
to achieve the new “me” is
easier said than done. Gyms
however will not complain
about February dropouts as
they always look forward
to the annual spike in new
year memberships. | believe
this MEG proposal may suf-
fer from a similar dilemma.
Since the document has been
discussed and shared in vari-'
ous platforms, including this
esteemed paper, | will restrict
myself to comments that
look atthe assumptions made
by the MEG discussion paper
critically and not repeat by
summarisingthe main points
ofthe paper.

In its enthusiasm to bring,
about positive changes, the
MEG runs the risk of mis-
understanding the problems
of education completely by
assuming that it is only a
problem of redirecting the
money and the problem will
likely get fixed. Redirect-
ing the money thrown, |
believe will not work. Chief
among the problems of this
discussion document is a
generalisation of the issues
faced by the education sec-
tor at different levels. The
proposals seem akinto a gen-
eral sledgehammer approach
when a customized scalpel is
required to address the prob-
lems unique to the various
levels of education.

Though many commen-
tators will come up with
various reasons to defend
or rebut this paper (there
are many..data being used
in a fallacious manner being
one of the glaring issues),
I <choose to take a different
approach on the matter. The
discussion paper seems to
imply that the biggest prpb-
lem facing the education in
Meghalaya can be addressed
by fixing the financial prob-
lems. The conclusion being
made is that education has
failed because the money has
not been properly utilized.
Though that certainly is a
factor, the paper seems, to
imply that this is the root of
the problem. | don’t think
the state government has
the moral high ground to
use the argument of under-
utilisation of funds as a stick
to beat down aided institu-
tions. We are a state that
has not properly utilized the
money allotted to it through
various schemes provided
by the Central Government
in various departments. We
see well-intentjoned proj-
ects lying incomplete or
in shambles or failing to
achieve their intended pur-
pose. | do not mean to throw
dirt at the 1SBT terminal but
its importantto call a spade’s
a spade.

Money certainly is im-
portant but it is only ameans
to an end. My personal take
is that the real problem in
our education sector is not ,
financial but one of human
resources. Ofpeople. Agreat
academician once told me
that money is secondary. The
people are what define or
redefine an institution, edu-
cational or otherwise. Ifyou
have the right people in an
organization, it will grow. It
will be seen for what it is, not
for what it promises. Trust
is the chiefest of currencies
anywhere. Once that has
been established, the prom-
ises and handshakes that are
made at the beginning are
not reduced merely to photo
ops-sessions to be gloated
over in the news or on social
media but rather, we can trust
the outcomes that will more
than likely be actualised.
The money should eventu-
ally flow to such institutions
with a reputation of being
trustworthy. Many can tes-
tify to the great teachers that
have shaped and inspired
students to be their best.
And that is what we ought
to inspire in our students and
our children. | believe that
every student that leaves a

school or a college will be
drawn to the memories of
the people associated with
the institution and their place
in it, not the fancy buildings
and expensive instruments
but the teachers and staff
who brought life and mean-
ing through those tools. Ul-
timately it is the people that
matter. ;

An organization may have
buildings and infrastructure
but when the right people are
not there, they will not serve
their intended purposes.
Even if a gifted teacher is
given the bare minimum,
they can still do wonders
despite the limitations. It is
no surprise that we have such
problems as zero enrollment
and single digit enrollments
in the statistics found in
the MEG discussion paper.’
Why did this come about?
Though each situation will
have specific reasons for
its failures, ultimately these
were decisions made by
people who, one can argue,
did not “correctly” diagnose
the problem. Blanket solu-
tions to perceived problems
have resulted in sanctioning
of funds for thousands of

minstitutions that were not
functioning attheir intended
capacity. Instead, money
and funds have been thrown
into the metaphorical bin
while someone has gleefully
picked up the literal cash
credited into their accounts.
Does the MEG risk doing the
same through its proposal?
Quite likely if the problems
are not correctly identified
and understood. The amount
ofmis-categorisation and the
way data has been thrown
around in the discussion
paper makes me quiver with
trepidation.

Education should be the
backbone of every nation
that truly seeks to grow. And
proper education can come
through the right educators.
Without them, we will only
learn to parrot the opinions
thrown to us by the ones that
control the narrative. Andthe
best way to counter that is to
have individuals and people
who will teach the next gen-
eration to think critically
and to grow as individuals
to serve their nation and their
communities. Credit should
go where credit is due. The
private educational institu-
tions have done acommend-
ablejob in stepping up when
government institutions have
been unable to meet the edu-
cational needs of the state.
And the government should
be given credit for doing its
part in helping to aid these
institutions through various
grants. If the government is
truly interested in improving
education, | believe that it
should change the entire op-
tics in its approach through
the MEG. Instead ofmaking
it a challenge of financial
mismanagement, make it a
challenge ofhuman resource
availability where the best
and brightest minds have not
been incentivized to serve
the public sector through
education.

Though there needs to be
accountability, it seems odd
for the MEG to imply that
there is no accountability in
Higher Educational Institu-
tions (HEIS) as the existence
of accreditation institutions
such as National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC), All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education
(AICTE), the National Board
of Accreditation (NBA), and
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) ensure stan-
dards are met and institutions
are incentivized to meet the
criteria stipulated by these
accreditation institutions.

The government therefore
should not fret about funding
private institutions. Instead,
it should be happy that these
accredited institutions will
do the work of ensuring
quality in those institutions
in accordance with national
aspirations. But if the gov-
ernment is only using the
guise of improving education
through the proposed MEG
as a smokescreen to sift
funds and move them around
to more useful or productive
“priorities”, whatever they
may be, then | believe the
problem of education will
always persist in our state.
More empty buildings and
no funds to pay the teachers
at the different levels as a
result of the persistent fund
crunch? | sure hope not.
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Antl-environmentalism and contradictions

nti-environmentalism is gaining ground.
Attacks on the net zero goal and hostility
to conservation measures and anti-pollution

targets are becoming more common. And, as recent

election results have shown, these tactics are re-
shaping politics in Britain and across the west.

Anti-environmentalism is a rejection of both
environmental initiatives and activism. But de-
spite its sudden rise and bold rhetoric, it is built
on shaky foundations. The messages it offers are
often contradictory and row against the tide of
everyday experience.

Take the US president, Donald Trump. He dis-
mantled many environmental protections in his
last term of office, and is now removing those that
are left - including support for research that even
mentions the word climate. Yet he told a rally in
Wisconsin in 2024: “I’m an environmentalist. |
want clean air and clean water. Really clean water.
Really clean air.”

Some of the contradictions of anti-environ-
mentalism reflect its departure from traditional
conservatism. Although routinely identified as
“conservative”, the populist anti-green politics of
Republicans in the US and Reform in the UK, along
with the AfD in Germany and National Rally in
France, represent a radical challenge to the ideals
of continuity and conservation that were once at
the heart of conservatism.

The Conservative Environment Network is an
organisation which pitches itself as an “independent
forum for conservatives in the UK and around the
world who support net zero, hature restoration and
resource security”.

Much of this network’s work involves reminding
people that important environmental protections,
from America’s national parks to controls on pol-
lution and climate change in Britain and elsewhere,
were introduced by conservatives.

But few on the right appear to be listening. A
populist tide is washing this conservative tradition
away, despite the fact that support for environmen-
tal protection remains very popular.

Polling indicates that 80% of people in the UK
worry about climate change. Public backing for the
work of the US Environmental Protection Agency
is also overwhelming, including among Republican
voters.

In part, this support reflects the fact that environ-
mental damage is an everyday reality: unpredictable
weather, the collapse of animal and insect popula-
tions, and a range of other challenges are not-just
on the TV, they are outside the window.

In my research for a forthcoming book on en-
vironmental nostalgia across the world, | keep
bumping into an irony. In western nations, voices
from the right say they want their country back, yet
appear hostile to environmental policies that would
protect their country and ensure its survival.

There are many reasons for this disconnect, in-
cluding resentment against initiatives that require
lifestyle and livelihood chang&s. However, the
enmity and disengagement is more complicated
than a simple rejection of nature.

Many people - including Trump himself -
claim they are environmentalists even when
the evidence suggests otherwise. The signs and

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

'Birthday Forecast’

Moon sextile Saturn on your solar return chart which is good. You will have
a wonderful time. Financially you will be strong and stable. New sources of
income can be tapped. Money and wealth will keep coming. You can invest
in land, building, real-estate, gold, fixed deposits etc. You can also enter into
a new business in partnership or collaboration. Your business will rise and
you will get good profits. Your associates/partner will help you a lot. New job
offers too can come. Your professional circle will grow.-You will meet a lot
of influential persons. A lovely person will come in your life all of a sudden
leading to a very warm and fulfilling relationship. Marriage looks certain.
Your siblings will make good progress and you will keep on guiding them.
You will share good bonding with your spouse. Health will remain perfect.
Children will shine in studies.

This week for you'

Aries: (March 21 - April 20) Your career, reputation, and public life are influenced
bythe planetary combination. Increased public recognition and
professional success characterizes this period. An event may.
occur that expands your career or professional interests, and
you derive more pleasure from these activities. Reliability and
creativity will take you places now. The more willing you are
to put yourself in the limelight, the more positive the rewards.
You are outgoing and your initiative is stronger than ever.
You would brilliantly and effectively handle difficult projects
at work. Business associates bring good news and lucrative
terms and opportunities.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) Friendship, love, romance and children are high-
lighted. You would have new attitudes towards family, finance,
and social relationships. Home and family matters capture your

r attention and are a strong source of pride. It is a time when
worldly matters are not as important to you. Use this energy
to find ways to improve your interpersonal relations and your
home and work environment. You might be a bit of a showman
atthistime. This is afavorable time togo for higher learning and
forjoining new courses to improve your professional skills and
efficiency. Your family would be more supportive. It's a great
time to make improvements to your regular routines:
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Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) With communication, creativity and judgment you
gain money and influence in business ventures. Success brings
status and respect as you dominate the professional scene.
This is the right time to participate in community events and

m | share views, ideas and feelings with people around you. This
phase brings rewards and recognition in your professional
life- You would also work hard with an inclination towards
more detailed work, and it can get to you at times. Personal
projects are on an upswing. You are in a position to inspire
others through what you create. Income from foreign sources
could also figure this time. You feel on top of things and replete
with good health and energy.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) There will be mixed results as success and good
fortune at work opens new horizons for expansion and travel.
Some changes inthe business set up are on the cards. You bring
stability and order in business and professional projects with
a dynamic and assertive approach. You come up with original
and creative ideas that surprise other in the professional area.
You support people with loyalty and zeal. A person makes an
impact on you and it is hard to stop thinking of this strange con-
nection. Your relationship with your partner is rather tenacious
at the moment and requires extra attention and care. Emotive
issues arise with family members. Your career, reputation, and
public life are influenced.

Leo' (July 23 - August 23) Practical matters come into strong focus and demand
attention An opportunity toexpand on aglobal level arrives now.
You would have more energy for work and your daily routine
tends to speed up now. You are required to do a balancing
ac( an(j something big is in the pipeline. There may be some
confusion about your dreams and ideas regarding your career.
Give yourself time to digest everything before you make a
mOve. You will also thoroughly enjoy artistic, musical, or cultural
events and activities, especially inthe company of aloved one.
You instinctively know how to place yourself in the best light in
order to make a good impression on others. Increased energy
for health routines and work is with you.
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Virgo: (August 24 » September 22)There may be debates and discussions in
family and you mayface some opposition. You are likely to exert
your energy and initiative into actively pursuing a rewarding
love life, social amusement, and pleasure in general. You have
a likeable and competitive temperament. It might be hard for
you to work with others in a harmonious manner and a few
conflicts are possible. You especially enjoy games thatinvolve
competing with others on a mental level. You have a stronger
need than usual for intellectual stimulation.
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Libra: (September 23 - October 23)This phase brings good-luck for love and
romance. Ego confrontations with family members are pos-
sible now, but the best way to handle this is to.do your best to
strengthen your relationship with your family and your home
base. This is a time to do what you can to build trust in your
family life and a strong foundation within yourself, so that
regardless of what you meet in the outside world over the next
weeks, you have a secure place to return to. Besides spending
more time tending to domestic affairs, the focus can be on
cultivating and nourishing your inner foundation that support
you and your growth.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)Associates at work might find you less
sociable, as you are busier than ever and you focus on your
activities and your needs. You might have a more materialistic
view of life and are more attracted to objects and possessions
that give you status. You are more inclined to seek a broad
understanding of people and of your immediate environment.
Concentrating ON listening, connecting, communicating, and
learning is your best bet now. If health is affected, fevers or
infections are more likely.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21) This period brings new horizons in
your romantic and love life. You explore and search, make new
connections, and pay attention to yourimmediate environment.
Give other people a little extra time and attention, notice their
efforts on your behalf, and strengthen your connections. You
are more curious and alert than usual, and you could be quite
busy with work. Siblings, neighbours, close relatives, friends,
and co-workers may play a rriore important role than usual in
your life. You are eager to investigate new things, whether
scientific or technical.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)The planetary configuration promotes
your luck in work related areas. You are more receptive and
gentle on a romantic level, and tend to be sentimental now.

-- Loyalty and sensitivity in your relationships are more important
to you. There would be a bright opportunity to travel, learning or
the publishing of a project. Getting your finances on track will
be necessary at this time. Do your best to avoid letting emo-
tions rule over good judgmentwhen it comes to expenses and
other financial matters. Share your thoughts and feelings with
others and you may be surprised at the support you receive

from close friends and loved ones.

Aquarius: (January 21,- February 18) Pay close attention to performance,
it will be rewarded and continuity to perform work would be
visible to senior colleagues and people in authority. You will
have the ability to build up financial and monetary pursuits
and can expect good returns from overseas business. Your
idealistic nature is stimulated, and you are likely to yearn for
a connection to more spiritual or idealistic pursuits. A sense
of belonging through connection to something larger than
yourself is something that is entering your life now.There may
be a development of romance at your work place.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) There would be happiness and fulfillment
through the expansion of your mind, widening of your social
circle, travel, and connections to people of a different cultural
background. Your dreams and ideas about intimacy come into
focus, but could also bring the flaws in this area of your life to
light. An income boost is likely in this period. This is a phase
when you have an increased awareness of the physical world of
the senses, and this is a time to start fresh in terms of how you
arrange yourlife inorder tofeel a sense of value and worthiness.
Itis a1s0 @wonderful time for taking moments to please yourself
through earthy, tactile, and comforting endeavours.

symbols of environmental care are knitted into
every aspect of our commercial and cultural life:
if wildlife could sue for copyright, there would

a lot of rich bears.

1 argue that a, distinction can be made between
what | call “cold” and “hot” forms of environmen-
talism. The former values and mourns the loss of

of appealing images of flora and fauna - while the
latter feels implicated and anxious.

The former position allows people to claim they
love nature yet be indifferent or even hostile to ini-
tiatives to save it. However, the line between cold
and hot, or between anti- and pro-environmentalist,
is neither fixed nor hard.

Reform’s leaders have long flirted w'fth climate
change denial. “Climate change has happened for
millions of years,” explained former Reform UK
leader Richard Tice in 2024, adding that “the idea
that you can stop the power of the Sun or volca-
noes is simply ludicrous”. Tice has not changed
his views but later the same year, the party’s riew
leader, Nigel Farage, told the BBC that he was “not
arguing the science”.

A post-western paradox

Researchers are only just starting to think about
anti-environmentalism. One key analysis is envi-.
ronmental polities researcher John Hultgren’s The
Smoke and the Spoils: Anti-Environmentalism and
Class Struggle in the United States. This new book
explains how Republicans managed to convince
working-class voters that there is “zero-sum di-
chotomy between jobs and environmental protec-
tion, workers and environmentalists”.

This kind of binary has also been found by con-
tributors to The Handbook of Anti-Environmen-
talism, who identify and critique the stereotyping
of environmentalism as middle-class and elite in
several western countries. .

Yet the geographical focus of these pioneering
works misses yet another of the paradoxes of anti-
environmentalism: that although its rhetoric often
accuses China and other- non-western countries
of doing little, there has been a significant envi-
ronmental turn in both policy and public attitudes
beyond Europe and the US.

Environmentalism is becoming post-western.
This is partly because the realities of environ-
mental damage are so stark across much of Asia

and Africa.

Extreme temperatures and unpredictable rain-
fall are leading to food insecurity and community
displacement. Environmentalism in the African
Sahel and south Asia might better be called “sur-

vivalism?”.

And despite its continuing reliance on fossil
fuels, China’s state-led vision of a transition to
a conservationist and decarbonised “ecological

mental leader.

.civilisation” is positioning it as a global environ-;

Stereotypes of environmentalism being primarily

a western concern are crumbling. Because of this,

nature, but as a spectacle to be observed - a set
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he largest sample of gal-

axy groups ever detected

has been presented by a
team of international astrono-
mers using data from the James
Webb Space Telescope (JWST)
in an area of the ,sky called
COSMOS Web.

The study marks a major
milestone in extragalactic as-
tronomy, providing unprec-
edented insights into the forma-
tion and evolution of galaxies
and the large-scale structure of
the universe.

Peering back in time to when
the universe was younger than
the Earth is now, the images
span the period from around
twelve billion years ago until
one billion years ago.

The new catalogue of images,
soon to be published in the jour-
nal Astronomy and Astrophysics
(A&A), includes nearly 1,700
galaxy groups.

The research group's impres-
sive image of a galaxy cluster
over six billion light years away

is currently showcased as the
European Space Agency's (ESA)
picture of the month.

"We're able to actually ob-
serve some of the first galaxies
formed in the universe,"” says
Ghassem Gozaliasl of Aalto
University, and head of the gal-
axv groups detection team who
led the study.

"We detected 1,678 galaxy
groups or proto-clusters -- the
largest and deepest sample of
galaxy groups ever detected
-- with the James Webb Space
Telescope. With this sample,
we can study the evolution of
galaxies in groups over the past
12 billion years of cosmic time,"
added Gozaliasl.

The James Webb Space Tele-
scope began operating in 2022.
The largest telescope in space,
with its higher resolution and
greater sensitivity, has enabled
astronomers to see farther and
better than ever before.

Because light travels at a finite
speed, the further away an object

along with the many contradictions that beset it,
the rise of anti-environmentalism appears not only
complex, but curious and unsustainable.

(The Conversation)

over
away

is, the further back in time our
image of it. By observing very
faint, very distant galaxies -- the
faintest galaxies in this dataset
are one billion times dimmer than
the human eye can see -- the team
got a glimpse of what galaxies
looked like in the early universe,
Gozaliasl pointed out.

Gozaliasl explains that gal-
axy groups and clusters are rich
environments filled with dark
matter, hot gas, and massive
central galaxies that'often host
supermassive black holes.

"The complex interactions
between these components play
a crucial role in shaping the life
cycles of galaxies and driving
the evolution of the groups and
clusters themselves. By uncov-
ering a more complete history
of these cosmic structures, we
can better understand how these
processes have influenced the
formation and growth of both
massive galaxies and the larg-
est structures in the universe,”
added Gozaliasl. (ANI)
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Diplomacy, silence

INDIA is currently engaged in a major diplo-
matic outreach to over 30 countries across con-
tinents to explain to the respective governments
the context in which the Modi government un-
dertook the multi-level Operation Sindoor offen-
sive earlier this month. This might or might not
clear the misunderstandings, if any, surrounding
the high-stakes military and allied endeavours.
It’s true that Pakistan’s lie factory went into an
overdrive to claim it ably withstood the Indian
onslaught. The government here says it wants
to explain the context - how terrorists trained
in Pakistan have in iterations been engaged in
blasts, bloodshed and other acts of violence in
Kashmir Valley and beyond. It wants to explain
that India, with its superior fire power, “taught
a lesson” to the adversary and yet caused too
little human or military casualties. However,
guestions are asked-- and rightly so—as to why
India does this when no other nation has ever
undertaken such a diplomatic outreach.
Without doubt, India can stand on a high
moral ground for the fact that the Pahalgam
massacre was not only the bloodiest and most
inhuman but also the handiwork of Pakistan’s
ISI-modules. This was a reason why even the
Islamic nations in general gave their silent nod
to the military operations to neutralize terrorist
modules in Pakistan. The world generally un-
derstood what India meant also because global
communication networks reach information
with high speed. Everyone is familiar with the
Pakistan military generals’ obsession to indulge
in bombast. Itis likely that the all-party delega-
tions that criss-cross continents make matters
more explicit to India’s allies and to those who
remained silent. Yet, admittedly, there is more
drama and hype than stuff to these political or
diplomatic engagements. If the idea is to ham-
mer home the point that India stood as one in
support ofthe military and other offensives, the
fact is that no one ever doubted it. A question
also arises as to what our diplomatic missions
in these countries and their staff, trained in the
art of communication, are there for - and can
these bunch of second-line politicians do a
better job at explaining matters or convincing
the movers and shakers. Diplomacy is a finely
crafted art. Not every politician at home can
either communicate well or act impressively

on a foreign soil.

An advantage for Modi, perhaps, is that all
these ‘delegates’ can however be depended
on to avoid raising uncomfortable questions
in Parliament when they meet next time for a
discussion on Pahalgam and Operation Sindoor.
The government perhaps intended as much. Af-
ter ‘explaining’ matters outside, with what face
can these worthies now question the government
back home? Also, it would sound curious that
the Modi outreach is happening when he’s not
willing to explain many details of the military
operations to the people here. There exists a veil
of secrecy. Questions raised by Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and others remain unanswered.
Silence or drama cannot be an answer to vital
guestions of national importance.

Letters to the Editor

An appeal to
concerned

authorities

Editor,

Through your esteemed
newspaper, | would like
to highlight a few things
that are so important in the
lives of ordinary citizens but
which are often overlooked
by the authorities who could
make such a big difference in
our lives.

Would it be asking too
much to appeal to the au-
thorities concerned about
repainting the faded Zebra
Crossings that have come
up at crucial points in the
city roads. They are our only
life-savers which allows us
to cross the roads and feel
a little bit safe while doing
so. However, there are those
motorists and drivers of
two- wheelers who choose
to dis-regard these Zebra
Crossings and insist on driv-
ing on in spite ofthe fact that
there are pedestrians who are
already half-way crossing

them. Please could we have
some sort of publicity using
the FM Radio, sign boards
and flashes on the smart
boards to educate them on
the importance of respect-
ing and allowing access to
pedestrians.

The 'No Horn' zone near
hospitals are also overlooked
by motorists who honk away
to glory just so long as they
are able to edge ahead of
others. There is no respect for
the sick. Could we be serious
about such rules and let peace
and quiet prevail?

Let us make Police Bazar
atraffic free- zone once again
so that shoppers can shop in
peace. We already have GS
Road for vehicles to com-
mute to and fro, and why on
earth do they need to even go
through the market area? And
if 1 can recall correctly the
reason for allowing vehicles
to go through the market area
is to ease traffic. But, has it
achieved the purpose? Let us
have the courage to shelve
the plan if it is not working.
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Traditional Markets and the
Economy of the Region

Coincidentally, before
the Chief Minister and some
of his cabinet colleagues
made their grandiose visit to
lewduh, a scholar visited me
to discuss her plan to study
traditional markets in the
Khasi Hills. Just a few days
before the Chief Minister’s
visit, a student pursuing her
Master’s degree at St. An-
thony’s College along with
her colleague interviewed me
about the lawmusiang market
for her dissertation.

Born to a mother who
earned her livelihood by
trading in various traditional
markets in the Jaintia Hills, |
have always had a keen inter-
est in these marketplaces. |
was born and raised near the

lawmusiang market area, so
my life has always revolved
around markets, giving me
the opportunity to observe
firsthand how they function.

Market: An Intricate

Part of Our Culture

People living in the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills have rich
folk stories about markets.
Among the most well-known
is the story of Ka lew Luri
Lura, believed to be a mar-
ket where both humans and
animals once traded during a
golden era of the tribe when
communication between
them was possible.

There is alsothe tale ofthe
two rivers, Ka Umiam and
Ka Umi'ew, the sisters who
competed in arace to see who
would reach the market in the-
plains first. A similar story
exists about the Lukha and
Lunar rivers, again featuring
two sisters racing to reach
the market. Even the story of
Ka lawchibidi, progenitor of
the Lamin and Laloo Dieng-
doh clans, is connected to a
market in the plains. Clearly,
the concept of markets and
trade has long existed both
within and beyond commu-
nities among the Khasi-Pnar
people.

Markets were not just
about trade and commerce

Traditional markets are
notjust about trade and busi-
ness, and because they hap-
pened only once a week,
these markets were hubs
where different activities
took plafce. Before the people
learned to count the week
using the Western system,
market day dictated almost'
all the activities ofthe people.
From deciding when to rest
and even what to eat, it was

As a parting shot, maybe
| belong to a minority who
thinks otherwise but are the
Stem buses really easing
the traffic in Shillong? Let
us be honest with ourselves.
Have you ever noticed how
these buses hold up traffic?
Especially when they are
breaking the traffic rules
and trying to take a Right
Turn from General's Point
(Rhino Point). That is the
time when | really start to
wonder.

It's high time for Shillong
to have a few fly-overs which
would be the only solution to
tackle the perpetual traffic
congestion that we face on a
daily basis. Let us not back
out because we face some
daunting problems imag-
ined or real. Let us have the
spirit ofthe go-getters to push
on until those much needed
fly-overs materialise. This
is a sincere appeal to the au-
thorities who are in a position
to make things happen.

Yours etc.,
Jayanti Shadap,
Via email

By H H Mohrmen

all dictated by the market.
When we were kids, we gotto
eatrice cake and pork cooked
with sesame seeds (dohsein)
and Jadoh dohkhleh only on
a market day. Everybody’s
special dinner on market day
used to be dohsniang (pork),
and the reason was that meat
was sold only on the market
day.

Traditionally, at least to
the Pnar, their calendar com-
prised only days and seasons,
as they had no concept of
using dates, but days and
seasons only. It isthe markets
in the region that gave the
communities the eight-days-

a-week calendar. The days
in the week are defined by
where the market is happen-
ing on that particular day.
1n the context of the Jowai
region, Musiang is the day
when the market is held in
Jowali, the next day is Muchai
when the market is held at
Dawki and Shangpung, and
Pyngkat is the day when the
market is held at Khliehriat.
Thymblein is the market day
at Khanduli, Hat at Rymbai,
Khyllaw at Sutnga, Pynsyin
at Wahi'ajer, and Mulong is
the last day when the market
is at Rajiang and Nartiang.
Most of the traders visit as
many markets as they can;
hence, there is the concept
of Behiaw or following the
market in the community. In
the past, there was an orga-
nization that did exactly this
called ka Sein Behiaw, and at
one point, ithad a fleet ofnot
less than eight buses.
It’s Not Just About
Days of the Week

Before Sunday was intro-
duced, the day after a market
day was typically a rest day.
In the Jowai region, Muchai,
the day after Musiang, was
traditionally a rest day. It
was also considered auspi-
cious for weddings and other
celebrations, likely because
market goods were readily
available the day before.

Since markets occurred
only once a week, people ate
meat only on a market day
and perhaps the following
day. Most families could at
the most afford meat just
twice a week—on Musiang
and Khyllaw, the smaller
market day.

In those days, when the
majority of people still fol-

Urgent need for
timely pension
disbursement to

retired teachers

Editor,

Pension is not merely a
post-retirement benefit—it
is a fundamental right that
ensures financial security and
dignity in the twilight years
of those who have devoted
their lives to public service.
Teachers, in particular, play
an indispensable role in shap-
ing society and itis only just
that they receive the support
they have rightfully earned.

The Government of Me-
ghalaya has commendably
committed to providing
pensions to teachers from
non-government schools and
colleges, recognizing their
invaluable contributions over
decades. In line with this,
the accumulated Contribu-
tory Provident Fund (CPRF)
has already been transferred
to the Centralized Pension
Fund, reinforcing the govern-

lowed traditional religion,
their daily lives revolved
around market days. Un-
derstandably, paydays were
scheduled on market days
because they were not only
convenient for shopping, but
also served as social gather-
ings which also marked the
end of the week.

Market Day: A Day

for Recreation

Next to lawmusiang, there
was once a small field in
front of the Jaintia Hills
Autonomous District Coun-
cil office, known as Madan
Siat Thong, where archery
competitions were held on

market days. Villages would
compete in these games, and
until recently, the first day
of the Bamphalar Theatrical
Festival in Jowai began on
market day.

The traditional Mih-iiaw
«(visit to the market), part of
the Bamphalar Festival, used
to occur on Muchai. Interest-,
ingly, U Kiang Nangbah was
also hanged by the British
at lawmusiang, the premier
market of the Jaintia Hills.
Market days were also the
only time people dressed
in their finest and visit the
market sometimes just to
meet friends or enjoy the
atmosphere.

Markets Were Not

Meant.for Profit Alone

Under the Sixth Schedule
of the Indian Constitution,
markets fall under the juris-
diction of District Councils.
However, in the Jaintia Hills,
there are two types of mar-
kets: ki Yaw mam (markets
with spiritual significance
in the Niamtre religion) and
District Council markets.

In most cases, the Daloi,
or traditional head, collected
ka dan ka khat which is a
foriri oftax, on goods brought
by outsiders (ki bar elaka).
Previously collected in kind,
this tax is now paid in cash.

Markets were the econom-
ic hubs of their regions, but
they were not entirely profit-
driven. In i'aw niam, the mar-
ket area isconsidered sacred.
Sacrifices and prayers are still
offered by the Daloi as per
tradition. These markets are
governed by the principles of
ka tip briew tip Blei (respect
for fellow humans and God)
and ka kamai i'aka hok (hon-
est livelihood). Even the sale

ment’s obligation to ensure
timely pension payments.

However, it is deeply con-
cerning that many retired
teachers are facing undue
delays in receiving their pen-
sions. Recent representations
in the press—by J. Chhetry
(ST dated 24.04.2025) and H.
Joshi (ST dated 07.05.2025)—
highlight the prolonged fi-
nancial hardship endured by
these individuals despite the
lapse of significant time since
their retirement, reflects their
despondency.

For any salaried individu-
al, the sudden halt in income
without timely pension sup-
port leads to serious financial
distress. Without access to
regular funds, how can these
retired educators meet their
daily needs, medical expens-
es, or maintain basic living
standards? The hardship they
silently endure is difficult to
capture in words.

In light ofthis, it is strong-
ly recommended that the
government consider grant-
ing provisional pension to
retired teachers whose pen-

of beefis prohibited in these
markets. Traditional markets
were more than just places
for buying and selling—they
were centers of community
life, social exchange, and
spiritual activity.
lewduh and Laban

As we know, Shillong was
established by the British
around 1862, coinciding with
the Jaintia rebellion led by
U Kiang Nangbah. Whether
the rebellion, and notjust the
climate, prompted the Brit-
ish to shill the capital from
Cherrapunjee to Shillong
remains a relevant question.
Correspondence between the
military officers recorded that
on several occasions, the reb-
els moving along slopes from

Jaintia hills were attached
Cherrajunjee, but ultimately
the capital was mo.ved to
Shillong.

Till today, the word
“Shillong” was not part of
the vocabulary of our grand-
parents. When they planned a
trip there, they said “Lai La-
ban” or “Leit Laban.” People
from Jowai, Nongstoin, and
other areas used the same
expression.

This suggests that before
Shillong's formal establish-
ment, Laban, or what we
now know as lewdak—was
perhaps the most popular
market in the region. This
raises an important question:
Is lewduh, the biggest market
«in the state, also'the oldest?
While British records men-
tion Yewdoo, oral traditions
indicate that Laban may have
been more prominent among
older generations.

Now the Plan for lewduh

The Chief Minister’s de-
cision to brave the rain and
visit lewduh deserves praise.
As someone who frequents
lewduh, | can say that it
takes real courage and skill
to navigate its narrow, crowd-
ed lanes. The government’s
plan to improve lewduh is
commendable and should be
welcomed. However, there’s
a catch: how much ofthe mar-
ket still belongs to the Syiem
or the District Council, and
how much is now privately
owned?

The proposed plan is am-
bitious, but its implementa-
tion will be amajor challenge.
How will the government
convince private shop owners
to cooperate? As they say, this
project is going to be easier
said than done.

sion cases are pending. This
interim support could later
be adjusted against their final
pension arrears, ensuring both
compassion and administrative
accountability.

We must also remember
that retired teachers, due to
their age, are often unable
to seek alternative income
sources. It is therefore impera-
tive that pensions be disbursed
promptly—ideally by the end
of the month in which they
retire.

As a society striving for
quality education, our foremost
duty is to ensure the welfare
of our educators. It is time we
honour their service not just
in words, but in timely and
just action. Let us not allow
those who once stood tall in
classrooms to suffer in silence
during their retirement.

Yours etc...
Krishna Chettri
Shillong -2

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

Servant Leadership: Leading with
Service Beyond Status and Titles

and Raising People

By M. Andrew Passah

In a world where leadership
is too often equated with power,
applause, orposition, we urgently
need a differentmodel. One that
doesnt begin with ego but with
empathy. One that measures
success not by the number of
followers amassed, but by the
number oflives lifted.

Servant leadership is that
model. Itisnot soft—itis strong.
Itis leadershiprooted inhhumility,
courage, and purpose. It invites
us to lead not from the top, but
from within; not by command-
ing, but by caring.

This approach isn't reserved
for politicians or CEQOs. It be-
longs in every sphere—from
classrooms and clinics to board-
rooms and village councils. It’s
not about where you lead—but
how you lead.

Meghalaya’s Untapped

Legacy of Service

Forthepeople ofMeghalaya,
servant leadership isnt new. It
runs through our history. It lives
in the Dorbar Shnong, in the
wisdom ofclanelders, and inthe
decisions shaped by consensus
and community. Leadership
in our traditional systems was
earned through integrity and
trust—not entitlement or ambi-
tioa The headman or elder was
not exalted because of status,
but because they bore the com-
munity’s burdens with care and
justice.

But today, as Meghalaya
facesmodem pressures—urban-
ization, unemployment, climate
change, health inequality—this
indigenous wisdom risks being
sidelined. The call ofourtime is
toreclaimthat legacy, reimagine
it, and reignite it in every sphere
of leadership.

Jesus: The Revolutionary
Servant Leader

One of the most radical and
enduring examples of servant
leadership is found in Jesus
Christ. He did not lead from
a throne, but from among the
people. He washed the feet of
His disciples. He uplifted the
broken, likened to the unheard,
and challenged the powerful—
not for gain, but for truth.

Even outside the Christian
faith, His impact on leadership
thoughtisundeniable. Hiswords
echothroughtime: ‘Toreventhe
Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve...” (Mark
10:45). He redefined greatness as
the willingness to serve the least.
This upside-down model laid
the foundation for what Robert
Greenleaf later called “servant
leadership”—a philosophy that
places the growth and well-
being of others at the center of
leadership.

What Is Servant
Leadership, Really?

Servant leadership flips the
pyramid. Itbeginswith service—
not self-interest. It leads with
compassion, not control.

A servant leader embodies:

« Listening before speaking

» Empathy before ego

« Stewardship over short-
term gain

*Long-termvisionover quick
wins

* People over position

Servantleaders go slowwhen
the world rushes, build trust
before demanding loyalty, and
create value that lasts beyond
headlines or reports. This isnt
justtheory—it’show institutions
don’tjust function, but flourish.

Why MegjhabyaNeeds Servant
Leaders—Now' More Than Ever

Meghalaya stands at the
crossroads. As our young people
become increasingly restlessand
rural communities struggle to be
heard amid the rush of modem
life, ourmodel ofleadership must
change - notthrough catchy slo-
gans, butthrough deeper purpose
and sincerity.

True leadership isn’t about
holding a position—it’s about
lifting people up. Meghalaya
needs leaders who treat their
responsibility not as a privilege
to protect, but as a sacred trust
to honor.

Listen Before You Lead

The first act of leadership is
listening. In a diverse and often
divided society, we need leaders
who hear before they speak.
Leaders who pause long enough
to understand the realities of
farmers, students, daily wage
earners, and young activists.
Listening isn’t weakness—it’s
wisdom. It leads to smarter poli-
cies, stronger communities, and
more human leadership.

Let Empathy Lead

Our Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo
traditions value humility and
compassion. These aren’t out-
dated traits—they are leadership
superpowers inanagehungry for

emotional-intelligence. Leaders
inhealthcare, education, and ad-
ministration must look beyond
files and statistics. Empathy
must guide every policy, every
interaction, and every decision.

Be Stewards of

What Matters

Meghalaya is rich—not just
in minerals and forests, but in
people, languages, and cultural
heritage. We need leaders who
protect these treasures,' not ex-
ploit them. Whether managing
budgets orecosystems, steward-
ship means dping what is right,
notwhat is easy. Servant leaders
think of the next generation.
They do not plunder the future
to fix the present

Empower, Don’t Control

Leadershipisn’t aboutdomi-
nation—it’s about development
A great leader multiplies other
leaders. Whenyoungpeople are
trusted, whenwomenare invited
to the table, when enireprenieurs
are supported, entire communi-
tiesrise. Empowermentisntjust
about giving a voice—it’s be-
lieving inthatvoice and making
space for itto shapethe future..

Lead with Vision,
Not Just Urgency

Too many decisions today
are reactive. Servant leaders
think long-term. They envision
a Meghalaya where education
transforms every child, where
technology reaches every vil-
lage, where mental health is no
longertaboo, andwhere sustain-
ability is not an afterthought.
They invest in outcomes that
may never serve them person-
ally, trusting in a vision that
transcends their own interests.

How Do We Raise More

Servant Leaders?

Itbeginsby changinghowwe
think about leadership. Training
institutions likethe State Institute
of Rural Development (SIRD)
and Meghalaya Administrative
Training Institute (MATT) can
embed servant leadership into
their core—notjustasamodule,
but as a mindset. We must train
future leadersnotjustto manage
tasks—but to build trust, serve
with purpose, and strengthen
communities.

Churches, schools, colleges,
and NGOs must also work
together to nurture character-
driven leadership—where eth-
ics, empathy, and service arenot
extras, but essentials.

, The Role ofEvery Citizen

Servant leadership doesn’t
start in government halls. It be-
gins inhomes, in classrooms, in
local gatherings, and ineveiyday
choices. Citizens, too, shapethe
culture ofleadership. By voting
with discernment, demand-
ing accountability, honouring
integrity over charisma, and
speaking up with courage, we
set the tone.

Letour studentbodies, wom-
en’sgroups, media, andreligious
institutions become gardens
of serVant-heartedness. Let us
raise children who see leader-
ship not as domination—but as
dedication.

There Will Be Challenges—,
ButAlso Hope

Let’s be honest—servant
leadership is not glamorous. It
rarely makes headlines. It often
feels lonely. But its fruits endure
long after the spotlight fades.
Meghalaya is already home to
quiet heroes—health workers
in remote villages, headmen
mediating peace, public servants
going beyond duty, and teachers
shaping lives without recogni-
tion. They are not famous. But
they are faithful. And they are
changing lives.

AFinal Call: Lead
Differently

We dont need more lead-
ers who seek to be served. We
need more leaders who rise to
serve. Not for applause, but
for purpose. Not for feme, but
for future generations. This is e
not a soft option. It is a bold
revolution. Servant leadership
isa counter-cultural, courageous
act in today’s world—and it is
exactly what Meghalaya and
India need right now.

Sowhereveryoulead—from
a council hall or a company, a
classroomor aclinic—Ileadwith
your heart Lead with humility.
Leadby lifting olhers. Lead with
service beyond status and titles.

(About the Author: M. An-
drewPassah is an entrepreneur,
agraduate ofthe University of
Buckingham, former student
missionary to Eastern Europe
andaformerHSBC compliance
executive. His research focuses
on servant leadership and its
application across sectors. He is
passionate about ethical gover-
nance, community development,
andfaith informed leadership).
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ADCs versus State Government
A remarkable character streak ofthe former ANVC
combatant, now MDC, Garo Hills, Bernard Marak
is his ill-fitting belligerence. He demands that the
Garo Hills District Council be more empowered
than it is today by transferring 13 state departments
to the Council. If this is what the GHADC wants
they should write to the Centre asking for imple-
mentation of the Panchayati Raj Act because all the
demands made, fall under the purview of that Act
and not under the Sixth Schedule ofthe Constitution.
Direct funding too is a subject under the Panchayati
Raj and not under the District Councils, which since
their creation never had a revenue model. They de-
pended on funds released by the state government
from time to time and their only internal generation
is from fees accruing from trade license applicants,
professional taxes, transportation of forest products
and toll gates. Sometimes Marak forgets that he rep-
resents a constituency and not just the surrendered
ANVC cadres. Having surrendered because there
was no further option for most of the cadres as they
were being hunted down by the law enforcers, they
had to come overground and sign the tripartite deal
with the Central and State Government. This does
not mean an easy exit from sections of the law that
the ANVC cadres had violated during their tenure
in the jungles,” which often were homes of hapless
people where they took shelter at gun-point.

As far as strengthening the traditional system of
governance is concerned the fact is these institutions
have no resources other than the small token fees
charged from the residents ofthe respective villages.
The point of debate is whether “traditional institu-
tions” are equal to the task of solving the problems
ofthe 21 st century in their present form. Governance
whether at the state or the village level requires
certain expertise and those holding office should
be educated and able to understand the demands of
modem governance, apart from having the human
resources to carry out those functions. Above all,
traditional institutions should be opento elections as
against selection. What good governance demands is
also strict accountability in the use of public money.
In Meghalaya, the syiems (chieftains, not kings),
collect taxes from markets etc., but feel they are not
duty bound to give an account of their spending via
the Right to Information route. This is not accept-
able because every penny of public money should
be invested to improve governance to the last mile
where governments often do not reach.

Bernard Marak is right in pointing at the fund
mismanagement in the GHADC and this should be
followed up in the right spirit. The Executive Com-
mittee is accountable to the public and no Chief
Executive Member (CEM) or Executive Member
(EM) can be a law unto himself. Unfortunately, the
GHADC has faltered regularly. Respective Execu-
tive Councils in all the ADCs have appointed more
staffthan they need, many being political appointees.
The ADCs have then ended up not paying staffsalary
regularly. Who will auditthe ADCs ifthey don’t care
about the CAG reports? Can they blame anyone for

being starved of ftmds?

Letters to the Editor

A student’s
experience
with arbitrary
traffic policing

at Polo Point

Editor,

I wish to draw attention
to a distressing encounter
with traffic authorities at
Polo Point that reflects the
growing gap between citi-
zens and the systems meant
to serve them.

While returning from Golf
Links during regular traffic,
I was riding my vehicle at a
very slow speed—certain-
ly under 25 km/h—when
a traffic officer abruptly
raised his hand to stop our
lane. | applied the brakes
and, due to normal braking
distance, stopped slightly
ahead. There was no danger
posed, no obstruction cre-
ated. Yet, | was immediately
pulled aside while another
two-wheeler ahead of me,
who accelerated despite the
officer's signal, was allowed
to pass without question.

What followed was dis-
heartening. 1 was shuffled
between multiple officers,
each speaking in a stem and
mocking tone. Despite show-
ing my license and explain-
ing the situation, they spoke
of impounding my vehicle,
of hefty fines, and finally
suggested that 1 "just pay
the minimum fine and go"—
without issuing a challan or
anv written documentation.
When 1 mentioned 1 was
not carry ing cash, they con-
tinued to juggle me around
for over 15 minutes before
final lv letting me go.

What is this “minimum
fine”? If a legitimate viola-
tion occurred, shouldn t due
legal process follow-com-
plete with paperwork? Why
the threats and psychological
pressure, especially towards

someone clearly notresisting
cooperation? Is this how law
enforcement shouldtreat stu-
dents and young citizens?

More importantly, when
vehicles are stolen or when
serious accidents occur due
to reckless riding, we’re
often told CCTV footage is
unavailable, investigations
stall, and no one is held ac-
countable. But here, for a
harmless moment ofbraking,
an entire swarm of officers
surrounded a student, threat-
ened him, and casually joked
about fines.

If this is the “system” we
pay taxes to uphold—one
that fails when real harm
occurs, but thrives on in-
timidating the nervous and
powerless—then we are
not living in a functioning
democracy. We are living
in a plague of lawlessness,
where fear replaces justice,
and laughter conceals a lack
of accountability.

My name may not be pub-
lished so as to avoid further
harassment. Those police
officers involved in this un-
pleasant incident know who
they are.

Yours etc.,
A concerned student citizen,
Name withheld on request
Via email

A historic
milestone for
Meghalaya’s

higher education

& development

Editor,

The Government of Me-
ghalaya deserves commen-
dation for its remarkable
achievement in obtaining
approval from the All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion (A1CTE) to introduce
undergraduate programmes in
Civil Engineering and Electri-
cal Engineering at the Shillong
Government College of Engi-

Education Is serious Business,
But not a Business

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

A good friend of mine en-
joys collecting vintage story-
books that he read as a child.
These include classic stories
like Moby Dick by Herman
Melville and Kidnapped by
Robert Louis Stevenson. He
discovered them at a website
offering vintage books at
reduced prices. His excite-
ment about collecting these
vintage books stems from a
nostalgia for the time when
he used to borrow them from
the school library. He was
staying in the hostel, where
after a certain time, the war-
den would walk around to
ensure that no one was awake
past their bedtime. To avoid
detection, he would cover
himself with a blanket and
use a torch to read late into
the night. This way, he fin-
ished reading many books.
It’s a very charming story
and | am sure many would
have similar stories to share.
My story, however, is a little
different.

The school | attended
was a village school on the
outskirts of Shillong. It was
a Catholic school and one
of the better ones in the
area. My memory of the
time there, however, was a

mixed one and one incident.

has remained with me for a
long time. During one class,
our teacher reminded us to
ensure that our parents paid
our fees on time. | stood up
and asked the teacher why
we were paying library fees
whenwe had no library in the
school. The teacher scolded
me, asking me to sit down
and never ask such questions
again. | sat down promptly,
and that was the last time |
ever asked questions about
the lack of facilities at the
school.

Despite being founded
in the early “80s, the school
had only one student in its
almost 20-year history who
achieved a first class. That
student was our immediate
senior. It was his high marks
in mathematics that enabled
him to cross the 60% thresh-
old. We were all impressed
by this achievement and
looked forward eagerly to
our own results the follow-
ing year. But it turned out to
be a disaster. Everyone got
third division, while | man-
aged a second division—just
missing first class by a few
marks. As was common in
those days, around the same

neering, commencing from the
2025-26 academic session.

This is a truly historic mo-
ment for Meghalaya, mark-
ing the establishment of the
state’s first-ever government
engineering college. For de-
cades, students, parents, and
educators have hoped for such
an institution, one that would
bring quality technical educa-
tion closer home. The govern-
ment’s success in realising this
long-standing aspiration is not
only commendable but reflects
a forward-looking vision for
the state’s educational and
economic future.

The launch of this college
at Mawlai Kynton Massar in
East Khasi Hills, will have far-
reaching benefits. By offering
specialised courses in civil and
electrical engineering, it opens
up critical avenues for skill de-
velopment, employment, and
innovation. These disciplines
are central to infrastructure,
energy, and public works—
all of which are essential to
Meghalaya’s progress.

This move is especially
significant as it addresses a
long-standing gap in higher
education within the state.
Young people will now have
the opportunity to pursue
professional degrees without
migrating to other parts of the
country. This not only reduces
the financial burden on fami-
lies but also helps retain talent
within the state, an important
factor in building a skilled lo-
cal workforce.

In the broader context,
this initiative is a major step
towards the socio-economic
development of Meghalaya.
A strong technical educa-
tion system lays the founda-
tion for future industries,
improved infrastructure, and
overall capacity building. It
will also boost employment
opportunities, both directly
through education and indi-
rectly through the industries
and services that grow around
such institutions.

Furthermore, the college’s

time, a couple of my friends
ran away from home and
eloped. One ofthem became
pregnant, and | remember
going with some school
friends to visit her at her
home in Polo.

After my matriculation,
I was eligible for admis-
sion to either St. Edmund’s
or Shillong College. At the
time, | didn’t know which
college was better, but | had
heard rumours about ragging
at Shillong College. Feeling
uneasy, | chose to enroll at St.
Edmund’s—and that’s where
I met the friend | mentioned
earlier. He had studied at St.
Edmund’s School andjoined
the college after his ma-
triculation. We were among
the first batches to become
co-ed, and it was during our
undergraduate course that
female students sat with us
in the same class for the
first time. This also meant
that some of the jokes our
teachers used to tell in class
became forbidden.

My days in college were
the most memorable. | had
a lot of fun, but I enjoyed
my studies as well. The'
library was excellent, and |
remember spending a lot of
time there, especially during
exams. Although my honours
subject was Geography, |
would pore over history
books in the library. | partic-
ularly remember one on the
Sangam Period, which I thor-
oughly enjoyed. The teachers
were outstanding, and there
was healthy competition
among us to see who would
be on the podium at gradua-
tion. Being in a good educa-
tional institution helped me
immensely. | nearly made it
into the top 10 in the Higher
Secondary Exams, and dur-
ing my graduation, | secured
the second rank in the*entire
state. Then, during my Mas-
ter’s at NEHU, | finally got
my Gold Medal. | attribute
my success to St. Edmund’s
College, which is the best
college in Meghalaya—and
arguably one of the best in
the Northeast. Had | gone
to any other college, | might
not have achieved the dis-
tinctions I did. | realised this
after completing my master’s
degree!

I had a few months before
I could apply for my PhD. |

encouragement to participate
in national programmes like
the Smart India Hackathon,
ATAL Faculty Development
Programmes, and scholar-
ship schemes such as Pragati,
Saksham, and Swanath is an-
other positive stride. TheSe
initiatives not only enhance
learning and exposure for
students and faculty, but also
integrate the institution with
national standards aijd innova-
tion networks.

The Government of Me-
ghalaya deserves full credit for
this progressive and impact-
ful achievement. It is a clear
demonstration of strategic
planning, dedication, and a
genuine commitment to em-
powering the youth through
education. This is not just a
proud moment in the state’s
academic history, but a de-
cisive step toward building
a stronger, self-reliant Me-
ghalaya.

Yours etc;
Jack Syiemlieh,
Via email

When will
the behaviour

change come

about?

Editor,

| read with agonising in-
terest the news report, “OCU
enters 6th year ofriver clean-
ing; no change visible,” (ST
May 26,2025). Six years and
counting with no difference
made would have deterred
many from carrying on.
Normally perseverance re-
wards and on an issue which
is everyone's concern there
should have beenremarkable
changes with participation
in big numbers. Alas! The
patriotism ofpressure groups
(wrongly called NGOs) is
always at lip service level.
Tourism associations, big
time hoteliers, village com-
munities even the MLA and
MDC of the areas through

joined a college in Nongth-
ymmai during the interim
period. Because my marks
were good, they, were thrilled
to hire me for my first ever
job: teaching Geo'graphy
to Pre-University students.
My salary was Rs. 2000 per
month, which was grossly
low even by the standards
ofthose days. Butthere were
colleges which paid lesser
than that. So, teachers would
teach in more than one col-
lege to earn a decent salary.
Suffice to say, none of these
colleges, including the one
I was working in, produced
any students with distinction.
Since 1 was looking to fill my
time before starting my PhD,
I didn’t complain. However,
it was after completing my
PhD that | truly felt the
impact ofthe low salary' and
difficult working conditions
that plague the education
sector.

Aftermy PhD, | wanted to
go for my Post-Doc. But the
applications were a year later
since | got my degree a little
late and | needed ajob dur-
ing the interregnum period. |
applied to a couple of places
and eventually got a teach-
ing position in Arunachal
Pradesh. With my luggage
in tow, | left Shillong and
reached the college shortly
thereafter. When | arrived, |
was in for a surprise.

The salary was a little
higher than the stipend |
was receiving during my
PhD. And since the college
had assured me, they would
look after my accommoda-
tion, 1 was confident that |
could survive on the salary.
However, | was shocked
to find out that the accom-
modation they provided me
was a class near the Girls’
bathroom. They provided me
with a bed, atable, and a fan
in a room filled with desks
and benches. Since it had a
blackboard, Lwould practice
my lessons on it before the
next day's class. In the morn-
ing, | had to finish bathing
and relieving myself before
the students arrived. And |
could only use the bathroom
again after the students had
left. But accommodation was
not the only problem.

Text books were riot
enough for teaching the
course and | had got used to

which the Umkaliar flows
should have awakened to
the dangers ofariverturning
into a big garbage dumping
place but none have shown
concern. And yes, what
about the Dorbar Shnong?
Is cleanliness hone of their
concern? Why should only
the Operation Clean-Up
(OCU) team clean the riv-
ers? True the OCU team
is focussed and have been
screaming till their cries
have gone hoarse and a few
conscientious educational
institutions have joined in.
Sadly, such institutions are
few. Most school students
are used to taking out proces-
sions and celebrating Earth
Day/ Tourism Day/ Tobacco
free day etc to make their
presence felt. But that is a
one-day tokenism!

Chief Minister, Conrad
Sangma is giving his best
shot, visiting lewduh when
itwas pouring and expresses
the need for a best ever Na-
tional Games. Does this state
belong only to the concerned
few political parties? The
North East Rising'group
should make Meghalaya a
Golden Circuit of the fu-
ture Generation but they
have to start investing in the
cleanliness of Shillong and
Meghalaya.

Yours etc.,
DD Laloo,
Via email

Rise in drug

abuse among

teenagers in
Shillong

Editor,

In recent years, drug
abuse among teenagers in
Shillong has become a wor-
rying problem. Many young
people are trapped in the
most dangerous network of
drug addiction, and this is
harming not only their health
but also their future and the

downloading materials on-
line and using videos for the
lessons. However, the inter-
net was very unreliable and
one had to go to the town to
get a good connection. That
itself was more than'half an
hour away. Worst ofall, there
were no Kong Shops where |
could have tea.

| taught for a few months
and made some wonderful
friends. But the lack of ac-
commodation and materials
for teaching, coupled with
homesickness, made my stay
very uncomfortable. Finally,
I asked the principal—akind
priest—to relieve me of my
position so | could return
home. It took some time to
get over the shame of hav-
ing given up, but eventu-
ally, 1 found another job in
Shillong.

Recently, | received the
draft of the People’s Educa-
tion Policy 2025: An Alter-
native to the NEP 2020 for
review from the Megha-
laya Chapter ofthe All India
Save Education Committee
(AISEC). | offered a few
comments but agreed with
most of its points, especially
those concerning improved
teaching quality’ and school
infrastructure, particularly
for children from disadvan-
taged communities. There
is mention of improving
the working conditions of
teachers, which was quite
welcome. Ofcourse, apolicy
document like this will not
include stories of teachers'
and students' experiences
about their aspirations for a
better life. However, it can
outline steps to help achieve
that, and in that regard, I find
the draft quite useful. On
22nd May 2025, the AISEC
Draft People's Education
Policy was released for con-
sultation at the Shillong Press
Club, and I had the honour of
being part of the team that
launched it. | hope the com-
mon public will engage and
help refine it. Education is a
serious business, but it must
never become a business. |
hope this proposed policy
will help prevent that and
make providing and receiv-
ing education amore humane
experience.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

society around them.

Teenagers often start us-
ing drugs because of peer
pressure, curiosity, or to
escape from stress. Sadly,
the so-called GenZ are not at
all prepared to tackle stress
both from society and family
alike. Some believe drugs
make them feel good or help
them forget their problems.
Butthe reality is very differ-
ent. Drugs damage the brain
and body, and once a person
becomes addicted, it is very
hard to stop. Drug abuse
leads to many problems like
poor school results, family
fights, and sometimes even
crime.

Parents, teachers, and
the community must work
together to solve this prob-
lem. Schools should teach
students the dangers ofdrugs
and encourage them to take
part in sports, arts, or other
healthy activities to burn
their energy. Local groups
and authorities can help by
organizing awareness pro-
grams and support centres
for those who need help.

The government should
also ensure that laws against
drug dealers are strict and
should provide good reha-
bilitation for addicts. Parents
need to talk openly with their
children and watch for any
signs of drug use.

Ifwe desire abright future
for Shillong’s youth, it is im-
portant to take strong action
now. Fighting drug abuse
is not easy, but with care
and effort from everyone,
we can protect our younger
generation and make our
community safer.

Yours etc.,
Satyam Paul
Shillong

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Protect the GI of
Lakadong Farmers

By KN Kumar

Lakadong turmeric is
characterised by its high
curcumin content and dis-
tinctive flavour. It received
a Geographical Indication
(Gl) tag in 2024, marking
a significant milestone for
the nearly 12,000 farm-
ers who rely on it for their
livelihoods. However, how
much doesthis Gl tag benefit
them? This question is cru-
cial not only in Meghalaya
but also for other farmers
across India who possess
products with Gl tags, such
as Darjeeling tea and Bas-
mati rice. Through this ar-
ticle, 1 aim to raise several
questions regarding the Gl
process, our perception of
Gl, how Gl protection oper-
ates, and what the govern-
ment can do to support the
farmers.

The Gl tag for Lakadong
turmeric, awarded on 31
March 2024, acknowledges
the spice's unique quality
linked to the region’s specif-
ic conditions. The Lakadong
Mission, initiated by the
Meghalaya government in
2018, has benefited farmers
by enhancing the brand and
improving their access to
markets. Farmers anticipate
better marketing opportuni-
ties with the Gl tag, allowing,
them to sell authentic prod-
ucts at higher prices. There
are already signsthat interest
in Lakadong turmeric is in-
creasing, benefitting around
30,000 individuals involved
in its production, logistics,
and trade.

That said, the Gl tag does
not guarantee success on
its own. Its effectiveness
relies on strong marketing,
improved supply chains,
and legal protections. Farm-
ers face challenges such
as consumer awareness,
competition from cheaper
and sometimes adulterated
turmeric, and the need for
hygienic processing facili-
ties. To make the Gl tag
effective, these issues must
be addressed.

The impact of Gl protec-
tion varies across the coun-
try. For instance, Darjeeling
tea, the first Indian product
to get a Gl tag in 2004, has
seen its reputation grow,
and it now fetches higher
prices. There have been
legal actions against fake
tea operators to help keep
the quality of Darjeeling
Tea intact. But many small
tea growers still struggle
with high costs and limited
access to export markets,
indicating that the benefits
aren’t always shared equally.
Basmati rice has also thrived
since getting its Gl tag, with
exports increasing thanks
to good infrastructure in
certain states. But disputes
over what counts as “real”
Basmati have caused con-
flicts among farmers, which
points to the need for clear
guidelines. On the other
hand, Navara rice in Kerala
faced issues when the Gl tag
was given to just one farm-
ers' group, leaving others out
and leading to protests. This
serves as a warning as to
why the Gl process needs to
be fair and inclusive. Mean-
while, Kadaknath chicken
from Madhya Pradesh has
shown a positive side of Gl
tagging. Since getting its tag
in 2018, farmers from the
Bhil tribe have been able to
access better markets and
boost their incomes, thanks
to cooperative efforts and
support from the govern-
ment. The Geographical
Indications of Goods Act
of 1999 provides a robust
legal framework to address
Gl violations. Civil remedies
include halting infringement
activities and compensating
farmers for their losses. For
example, someone selling
turmeric under the name
“Lakadong” without permis-
sion could find themselves in
legal trouble and compelled
to pay damages. There are
also stringent criminal pen-
alties for falsely labelling
products. Offenders could
face imprisonment from six
months to three years and
substantial fines. These regu-
lations aim to protect both
consumers and producers
from fraud, The Act covers
instances where producers
misrepresent their products
as Gl-protected, which is
particularly important for
traditional communities that
lack the resources to obtain
their own Gl tags but require
protection against unfair

competition.

There have been notable
legal victories in protecting
Indian Gl tags. The Darjeel-
ing Tea Board has success-
fully prosecuted counterfeit
tea operations. In one 2010
case, the TeaBoardtook ITC
Limited to court for using
“Daijeeling Lounge” for its
hotel, showing how serious
the issue of protecting Gl
terms can be. Similarly, there
have been crackdowns on
companies wrongly labelling
rice as Basmati. Notably, the
challenge against RiceTec’s
attempt to trademark “Tex-
mati” in the UK helped to
defend Basmati’s Gl status.
These cases highlight the
judicial system's critical role
in protecting agricultural
products, even though such
actions can be very costly for
smaller farming groups.

The Central government
has been proactive in pro-
moting GI products, but
appears to be clueless about
the methods of protecting
the farmers/GI holders. The
Ministry of Commerce has
hosted events and set up
pavilions to showcase Gl
products, boosting visibil-
ity. Government support for
facilities, like the Pineap-
ple-Pack house in Kerala,
benefits Gl producers. But
I do not see much action to
generate wider awareness to
farmers about how to protect
their respective Gls. The
Agriculture Departments of
state governments also do
not seem to be much aware
ofhow to protect the Gls of
their states. To strengthen
Gl protection, the govern-
ment should (1) Strengthen
Enforcement: Train police
to handle Gl violations and
work with customs to stop
unauthorized exports, (2)
Run campaigns to educate
consumers about Gl tags to
drive demand for genuine
products (3) Promote Inter-
national Recognition: Work
on agreements to protect
Indian Gls abroad, similarto
what was done for Basmati
intheEU.

While Northeast India
boasts Gl-tagged farmer
products like Lakadong tur-
meric, Mizo Chilli, Assam
Orthodox Tea, Khasi Man-
darin, and Tripura Queen
Pineapple, no specific legal
cases are documented for
unauthorized Gl violations
as of May 2025. That is
not to say that there have
been no violations. | have
found several websites sell-
ing Lakadong Turmeric on
Amazon. A few of them
were from Meghalaya, but
many were not. That means
violations are taking place
as we speak. The lack of
cases in the Northeast likely
stems from recent Gl regis-
trations, localized markets,
and resource constraints
rather than an absence of
violations. Strengthening
awareness, funding legal
support, and improving
monitoring can empower
Northeast farmers to protect
their Gl rights, ensuring eco-
nomic benefits and cultural
preservation. This contrasts
with high-profile cases like
Darjeeling Tea and Basmati
Rice, where institutional
support and market scale
have driven enforcement.
For Lakadong turmeric, pro-
active measures like those
in the Lakadong Mission
can pre-empt violations, but
vigilance is needed as its
market grows. With solid
legal protection and proac-
tive government action, Me-
ghalaya Lakadong farmers
can be better supported in
preserving their agricultural
heritage and securing their
livelihoods. The Gl tag for
Lakadong turmeric has the.
potential to benefit Meghala-
ya’s farmers, jnuch like ithas
for products like Daijeeling
Teaand Kadaknath chicken.
But its success depends on
overcoming challenges like
enforcement and ensuring
that everyone benefits fairly.
The Department of Agricul-
ture & Farmers’ Welfare of
Meghalaya should create a
mechanism to protect the
Lakadong Farmers in de-
fending their GI. Farmers do
not go to courts, they only
know how to produce. Then
whose duty is it to protect
them? Forthe policymakers,
I will only say one thing:
When a farmer fails, the
country fails. Mind this.

(The writer is a former
IAS officer)



‘True art is characterized by an irresistible
urge in the creative artist. ”

— Albert Einstein
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Bull in a China shop

A deep churning is taking place inthe United States
after Donald Trump took charge as President for a
second term. Several of his decisions and actions
are being challenged legally and politically within
the US itself, while he’s also sending shockwaves
to the wider world in terms of an upward revision of
trade tariffs for imports and much else. The latest are
the changes in the taxation policy in the US, with a
process currently on to charge a hefty 3.5 per cent
for immigrants sending money to their families back
home. The bill, after passing the first post, is now
before the US Senate which could pass, modify or
even nullify the change. Such moves should be of
special concern to us. India is the world’s top recipi-
ent of remittances, some 28 percent ofthis is coming
from the US now, totalling over $30 billion as per
RBI statistics. In fact, Western nations replaced the
Gulf states as the main fund transferor of Indian im-
migrant populations of late. The Indian workforce
in the US is believed to be sending some 20 percent
oftheir earnings to their homes/bank accounts here.
Trump’s original proposal was to charge as high
as five per cent tax on this. Any dispensation that
means business would be required to take decisions
that hurt one segment or the other for the overall
well-being of the nation. A please-all government,
as is often the case with democracies like India, is
no government worth the name. Yet, freewheeling
changes in a ham-handed manner would have their
negative consequences too.

Trump, on his part, is picking one and all. That
he has put Harvard on notice with curbs on inter-
national student admissions and a threat to review
$9billion in federal funding for the university came
as another shock. His plan is to cut it by one-third
and assign this three billion to fund trade schools
and support the national economic surge. On top of
this, in another brow-beating, the administration has
warned international students that their visa would
be revoked if they skipped classes. Student protests
against issues like Israel’s genocidal acts against Pal-
estine; pushes against Palestinians in “anti-Semitic”
Harvard could be a reason. A threat is also that such
students would not get US visas in future. Alongside,
there’s worry among Indian immigrants about the
administration’s move to scrap the Optional Practi-
cal Training (OPT) for students working in the US
after their graduation. Clearly, things are getting
hot for the immigrants in the US under Trump’s
second term. Retrenchments in the IT sector there,
which employs large numbers of Indians, have seen
a significant increase in recent months. The confi-
dence levels of the immigrants in the IT sector has
been hugely dented even as large numbers of Indian
companies lead the way in the US.

Letters to the Editor

Is Government
serious about
improving
the quality of
education in
the State?

Editor,

Article 21A of the con-
stitution, which was insert-
ed through the eighty six
Amendment, guarantees free
and compulsory education to
children between the ages of
6to 14 years. It’s the obliga-
tion of the state government
to ensure that every child has
access to quality education
which focuses on the stu-
dent’s holistic development.
To assess and benchmark the
performance of states and
union territories in school
education the ministry of
education Government of
India in 2017 came up with
Performance Grading Index
(PGI). Regrettably in the
latest performance grading
index (PGI 2.0), Meghalaya
scores poorly in almost all
the domains. Reacting to
this low PGI score the State
Education Department has
come up with a discussion
paper titled, “Consolidation
of Multiple Grant in Aid
Schemes for Educational
Institutions in Meghalaya,”
which is in public domain
for views, opinions and sug-
gestions.

To better understand the
data in the paper | went
through the Education De-
partment website. The first
thing that I noticed was that
the number of government
schools are not evenly dis-
tributed among districts, in
some district the number
is 1,136 and in others it is
as low as 140. The reason
behind this disparity is not
clear but it certainly is not

related to the population
distribution. According to
data from the website the
total number of government
schools in Meghalaya is
3540. Of these 3540 gov-
ernment schools, 3271 are
primary schools , which is
over 92% ofthe total number
of Government schools. The
data also shows thatthere are
only 54 government schools
providing education up to the
secondary level. From the re-
sults booklet ofthe MBOSE
Secondary School Leav-
ing Certificate Examination
2025 the number of students
who appeared for the above
examination is 63,682. Look-
ing atthese numbers one can
easily conclude that the bulk
of the students who sat in
the SSLC examination 2025
come from private schools.
The figure will be similar for
other classes too.

Although the data pre-
sented here is only for 2025
we all know that through
the years private educational
institutions have been instru-
mental in shaping the educa-
tional landscape in the state.
Despite their contributions a
huge gap still exists between
the haves and have nots as
far as accessing quality edu-
cation is concerned.

In our State the socio-
economic factors still play
a significant role in deter-
mining access to quality
education. Children from
marginalised sections, rural
areas, or low-income fami-
lies often have limited access
to quality education. It’s not
the fault ofa child to be bom
in a low income family or
in far flung villages. But to
deny a child quality educa-
tion is a violation of his or
her fundamental rights, like
Right to Education and Right
to Equality' of Opportunities,
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion.

In the Discussion paper,
one of the reasons cited for

Hello political opponent - “‘hope
you slip on a banana peel’

The campaigning for the
2028 Meghalaya Legisla-
tive Assembly election has
begun inright earnest. Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma
has hit the ground running
and VPP President Ardent
Basaiawmoit has made his
intention of a state-wide
tour public. The norm now
is to show a connection with
the grassroots. MDA 2.0
is feeling the heat. On the
other hand, VPP are sweating
every time the state govern-
ment inaugurates/announces
a development project. Both
sides are waiting for the other
to commit a political blunder.
Who will slip first?

lewduh visit

The May 19, 2025 visit
ofthe Chief Minister and his
team to lewduh, Shillong did
make for good optics. The
visit was needed'to take stock
of the crumbling infrastruc-
ture at lewduh. Although the
CM’s team stressed that it
was not a political photo-op,
the reality is that it was and
any defence is nothing but a
slip on a banana peel. When
politicians visit a crowded
marketplace, it is impossible
to isolate the event from the
perspective of gaining politi-
cal brownie points. This type
of public interactions at the
grass roots will only increase
in the coming months. Every
politician/party will try to
outsmart the other interms of
public immersion. The CM’s
team harped proudly on the
fact that it promised on an
infrastructure development
package of Rs 21 crores.
In truth, this is nothing to
sing about because any state
government is duty-bound
to announce a development
package when it goes to a
dilapidated space like the
lewduh. On the contrary, it
would have been a crime
had they not doled out any
financial assistance. From
that perspective, the visit was
pretty mundane.

Check gate

The KHADC letter
No.DC.RBF/VI111/25/2025/7
dated April 29,2025 is an in-
teresting read. Pointnumber
6 ofthe letter makes it amply
clear that ‘such checking
shall not be on the National
Highways/State Highways/
PWD Rural Roads’. That is

the lowPGI score isthe frag-
mentation of a single institu-
tion intp smaller units. The
reason for the fragmentation
is to enable the institution to
avail various government
grants under different cat-
egories. Partly this may be
true but not the only reason
that led to fragmentation in
some private schools. I know
a few schools that run Morn-
ing section and Day section.
If you drive around the city
at around 6:00 am you will
see what kind of children at-
tend these morning sections.
Most of them are children
from villages working as
domestic helpers and doing
other odd jobs to finance
their education. The Govern-
ment initiative to merge the
different units in a single
school is a welcome step
but it also has to ensure that
funds received by those units
that cater to marginalised
sections are not affected.

Another reason for the
low PGI scores is the unsus-
tainable number of schools.
On this the Department has
already identified schools
with zero enrolment and
single digit enrolment. Next
is the consolidation ofGrant-
in- Aid Schemes for private
educational institutions. It’s
beyond comprehension how
this will improve the PGI
scores or quality of educa-
tion. One thing | am sure of
is that funding is crucial as
far as quality education is
concerned. As the Discus-
sion Paper failed to discuss
the issues and challenges to
improved quality education
in Meghalaya it made me
question whether Govern-
ment is serious about the
matter. It’sa dream ofevery
parent irrespective of the
economic status to see that
their child receives quality
education.

One of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
ofthe United Nations which

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

one major slip although it is
true that without check gates
the revenue generation of
any District Council would
suffer. It is to be noted that
after following due proce-
dure and permissions the
District Councils do have the
right to set up check gates
at designated spots only.
The biggest question here is
why there was no tendering
initiated for the check gate. If
tendering was never aproce-
dure for KHADC, then why
was the contract not selected
through a ‘drawing of lots’?
There were others who were

growth and development
initiatives. For instance, the
entrepreneurial ecosystem of
Meghalaya is notthat vibrant
as the economy does not
possess enough purchasing
power. This is one ofthe rea-
sons as to why many of the
start-ups which target the lo-
cal markets struggle. This is
also the reason why so much
emphasis is given on tourism
development as the clients
from outside Meghalaya then
come and spend and add to
the local economy. This goes
together with the need for
investment from big corpo-

“When politicians visit a crowded marketplace,
it is impossible to isolate the eventfrom the
perspective ofgainingpolitical brownie points.
This type ofpublic interactions at the grass roots
will only increase in the coming months. Every
politician/party will try to outsmart the other in
terms ofpublic immersion. The CM$ team harped
proudly on thefact that itpromised on an
infrastructure developmentpackage ofRs 21
crores. In truth, this is nothing to sing about
because any state government is duty-bound to
announce a developmentpackage when it goes to
a dilapidated space like the lewduh. ™’

interested in the exercise.
This is exactly the kind of
situation which VPP prom-
ised to eradicate during their
campaigns right from MLA
to MP and District Council
elections. No wonder this
slip into nepotism has put
the party in a bad place and
very few defence statements
have come on the issue (if at
all they can be considered as
a defence).

Jaitbynriew politics

Politics tends to blur and
sometimes confuse what the
jaitbynriew’ is supposed
to do. It is high time that
Meghalaya shifts from a
narrow-minded connota-
tion of what politics can do
and look at political options
which can transform the
socio-economic status of its
people. The term jaitbyn-
riew is equivalent to a ‘co-
coon of comfort’. It impacts
upon the psyche ofthe youth
into myopic viewpoints on

was also adopted by India
in 2015 is Quality Edu-
cation (SDG4). *This Goal
prioritizes quality educa-
tion that leads to relevant
and effective learning out-
comes. It also emphasized
that all children, regardless
of background, should have
access to quality education,
including early childhood
development, primary, and
secondary education. All UN
member states have commit-
ted to achieving these target
by 2030. Its high time for the
State Government to assess
where we stand as far as
SDG4 is concerned.
Yours etc.,
Lobi Kurbah,
Via Email

Response to
the letter -
‘Disappointing
after-sales
experience
with Tiago EV
dealership’

Editor,

Apropos of the above
letter (ST May 24, 2025)
written by Mr. Patrick Pugh
Sawian regarding his experi-
ence following the purchase
of the Tiago EV MR XE
from Frank Motors on 09
March 2024, at the outset
we thank Mr Sawian for his
feedback. At Frank Motors,
we value all customer inputs
and treat them as opportuni-
ties to reflect and improve.
We regret the inconvenience
the customer may have faced
and would like to respond
with clarity on the concerns
raised.

With regards to the
EV subsidy, the Tiago EV
purchased falls under the
purview of the Meghalaya

rations in key sectors such
as agriculture, livestock,
etc. Which politician/party
will take up the challenge?
In most likelihood, ho one
wilk No one wants to slip.
This is due to the fear of a
political backlash from the
jaitbynriew.
So What next?

The best time for any poli-
tician/party to visit lewduh is
during the night hours. It is
dark, eerie and dangerous.
Plus, will the authorities
and the state government
take stock of the residents
at lewduh. This writer is not
aware of any stock taking
till date and the inhabitants
who operate in it through
the night. Infrastructure is
one matter, safety and se-
curity is another important
matter. The issues at lewduh
can be taken as a prototype
for problems in all market
spaces of Meghalaya. It is
good, to do politics ‘ha ka

Electric Vehicle Policy 2021,
nptified by the Transport
Department, Government
of.Meghalaya, 2021. As per
Section 7 (7.1.3), points (i)
and (ii) of the policy, the
electric fourwheeler subsidy
is subject to certain criteria,
namely, abenefitofRs 4,000
per kWh and amaximum ex-
factory price ofRs 15 lakhs,
applicable to the first 2,500
eligible vehicles registered
durjng the policy period.

We further clarify that
the dealer’s'role is limited
to assisting customers with
documentation and timely
submission. In this case,
Frank Motors submitted all
required documents within
the stipulatedtime. The deal-
ership has no influence or
control over the processing,
approval and disbursement
ofthe subsidy. That said, we
have consistently followed
up on behalfofthe customer
wherever possible to support
the process "despite it being
beyond our direct purview.

On the matter of insur-
ance renewal, the customer’s
Own Damage insurance
policy was valid until March
8, 2025. As per our standard
practice, our team made
repeated attempts to reach
the customer on the regis-
tered mobile number through
phone calls and WhatsApp.
However, the number was
found to be unreachable and
inactive on WhatsApp dur-
ing that period.

On March 8, 2025, we
received a WhatsApp mes-
sage from the customer ref-
erencing both the insurance
renewal and the pending
subsidy. That same day, our
team also received a What-
sApp call from an interna-
tional number, during which
the renewal premium was
clearly explained. It is likely
that the query was prompted
by a reminder from our in-
surance backend partner,
TMI Insurance. During the

shit ka shai’; (during the day)
butthe night decides the day.
Will the CM’s team and the
VPP President’s team tread
these challenging paths, or
is it all about optics and tak-
ing the easy way out? In any
case, what is next? Maybe,
visiting the homes of the
BPL families and having a
simple square meal. Maybe,
teach someone to swim.
Even better, maybe teach
someone how to make tea.
This optics is so misleading
and unwanted, but, in most
likelihood the optics would
continue till the time some-
one has a major slip-up.
Governance perspective

If the governance per-
spective is to be viewed on
the basis of ‘outlook’ then
MDA-2.0 can be considered
as having a broader view-
point. The state government
is very clear in its approach.
Development means invest-
ment from outside the state,
sending the human resources
outside the state and country,
land banks, railways, etc.
However, the major prob-
lem for it is the allegations
of illegal coal mining, cor-
ruption and nepotism in its
governance. Itis a problem
because the people do tend
to follow and believe these
allegations whatever clarifi-
cation and defence the state
government might present.
This is a big banana peel with
the potential for electoral
gains for the opposition par-
ties. The VPP’s perspective
ismore grounded in financial
stability and dealing with
the issue of debt-trap. It is
looking into more sustain-
able ways of developing
Meghalaya without splash-
ing in events like festivals,
concerts, etc. If VPP comes
to power and leads the gov-
ernment in 2028 Meghalaya
can expect a lot of austerity
measures. But, this is also a
slippery slope asin arevenue
scarce Meghalaya where
would the money come from
if not debt-financing?

In the end, it all depends
on the wisdom ofthe elector-
ate. The voters will have to
weigh between optics and
substance and decide.

(The author teaches at
NEHU: Email - benjamin@
nehu.ac.in)

call, both the insurance re-
newal and subsidy were
discussed in detail. However,
despite our team sharing the
premium amount, no confir-
mation to proceed with the
renewal was received from
the customer.

We have verified that a
total of eight insurance re-
newal reminders were sentto
the customer on eight differ-
ent dates. We are pleased to
share the details for verifica-
tion upon request.

While we respect the cus-
tomer’s right to express dis-
satisfaction, we respectfully
disagree with the phrase,
"snake oil promises but de-
livering little," used in the
letter. Frank Motors has al-
ways operated with integrity,
transparency and a genuine
commitment to customer
service. Our team has acted
in good faith and strictly
within the scope of the re-
sponsibilities assigned to us
by policy and procedure.

We fUlly understand the
customer's frustration and
empathise with their con-
cerns. However, it is also
important to state that the
issues raised were outside
our direct control. We ac-
knowledge there may have
been gaps in communica-
tion or timing and regret
any inconvenience caused.
Should Mr Sawian wish to
further discuss or resolve
any outstanding concerns,
we encourage him to reach
out. Our team is more than
willing to engage through
the appropriate and official
channels to ensure a con-
structive resolution.

Yours etc.,
Rimika Nongrum,
Frank Motors, Laitkor

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Crying Wolf..!

So now we’ve sent a
delegation, along with our
Oxford Dictionary-Shashi
Tharoor!

Yes, a “Truth Team,”
armed with PowerPoint
presentations, diplomatic
smiles, and Tharoor’s vo-
cabulary, to convince the
world: “This time, honest,
we’re telling the truth.”

Apparently, even some-
thing as precise, targeted,
and necessary as bombing
terrorist camps must now
come with a disclaimer: “We
promise we did it for the
right reasons. Please believe
us. Sincerely, India.”

It should have been amo-
ment of solemn pride—jus-
tice delivered with restraint
and military efficiency. But
instead, it has been drowned
in doubt, notbecause ofwhat

security.”

And then, just like that,
in the middle of the digital
din, the government says:
“Believe us, this strike was
real. It was justified. We
have evidence.”

And many of us whisper
back, “Do you?”

Not because we’re unpa-
triotic. But betause we’ve
heard this voice before—in
fifty different accents and
contexts—and too often, It
was selling us snake oil.

So what do we do now?

We send a delegation.

We round up opposition
MPs—many of whom were
vilified yesterday—and tell
them to play backup singers
in the symphony of “Truth,
India Style.”

And you can almost hear
the irony crackling in the
microphones.

BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

we did this time, butbecause
ofwhat we’ve done so many
times before.

Because when you make
a habit of yelling “fake
news!” at every uncom-
fortable truth, of branding
every international report
as “foreign propaganda,”
and oftreating fact-checkers
like enemies of the state—
dont be surprised if, when
we finally tell the truth, no
one listens.

That’s what happens
when you cry wolf.

For years now, we’ve
swung a torch of bravado
at the world’s eyebrows.
When the UN said hunger
in India had worsened, we
accused them of being anti-
India. When global watch-
dogs flagged declining press
freedom, we claimed they
were colonial stooges. When
journalists were arrested for
doing theirjobs, we said they
were threats to peace and
national security.

We didn’t pause to think
that truth was quietly exiting
the building while we danced
in the glow ofjingoism.

Minorities lynched?,Fab-
ricated.

Dissentersjailed? Neces-
sary.

Activists raising red
flags? “Urban Naxals.”

Poverty reports? “West
jealous of our economic
growth.”

We became experts at
rubbishing the world’s con-
cerns While simultaneously
craving their validation—
an odd contradiction best
performed under prime-time
studio lights with ticker
tapes flashing BREAKING:
INDIA UNSHAKEABLE.

But the consequence of
all. that spinning, twisting,
denying and deflecting is
this: Now, when we actually
have something to say that
matters, we sound like those
WhatsApp forwards we
warned the aunties about.

The wolfhas entered the
village. But the villagers,
tired of false alarms, have
rolled their eyes and gone
back to sleep.

Even worse, we’re not
just losing the world’s trust.
We’re losing our own. m

Scroll through your Twit-
ter feed. Flip through Ins-
tagram reels. Talk to a col-
lege student. Speak to the
elderly who lived through
wars and remembered real
statesmanship. And you’ll
see a sad, growing tribe of
citizens who don’t know
what to believe anymore—
not because they don’t love
their country, but because
they’ve been deceived one
too many times.

One day it’s about ban-
ning maps that show incon-
venient borders.

The next day, it’s silenc-
ing comedians who joked
too sharply.The following
week, it’s another YouTube
channel banned for “national

We’re not flying out to
declare victory. We’re flying
out to beg for credibility.

Let that sink in.

And in doing so, we learn
a lesson we should have
never forgotten:

Truth is like a credit
card.

Swipe it responsibly—
on transparent governance,
integrity, and humility—and
it’ll work like magic.

Swipe it recklessly—on
fake data, hollow national-
ism, and cosmetic reforms—
and one day, atthe counter of
global scrutiny, the*message
flashes:

“Declined. Insufficient
authenticity.”

So, what do we do next?

Simple. Radical, even.
But simple.

Tell the truth.

Start with admitting that
we’re not perfect. No coun-
try is.

Acknowledge those rank-
ings on poverty, education,
press freedom—not with
angry denials, butthoughtful
reflection.

Don’t arrest the mes-
senger—engage with the
message.

Stop labelling every cri-
tique as “anti-national.”
Pause to ask, “What if
they’re right?”

Stop scripting every story
into a Bollywood thriller.
Sometimes the truth is mun-
dane, unsexy—but real. And
real is what we need.

Because truth doesn’t
need a 10-member commit-
tee to validate it. It stands
tall, even in silence.

Let’s go back to a place
where we can accept our
faults without shame, cor-
rect them with integrity, and
celebrate our wins without
the need for saying like little
children, ‘I swear on my
father! On my mother!”

Let’s raise a generation
that’s not suspicious by de-
fault, that doesn’t smirk
when the government says,
“We did this right.”

Let’s remember that real
patriotism isn’t about blind
belief. 1t’s about clear-eyed
love—a love that’s not afraid
to question, to critique, to
improve. And maybe, just
maybe, next time the wolf
comes—be it in the form of
athreat, a crisis, or agenuine
need for global solidarity—
we won’t have to send a
delegation with brochures
and bullet points.

We’ll Speak, and the
world will listen.

Because truth, once re-
stored, doesnt need shout-
ing. It whispers—and is
heard.Until then, let’s keep
that credit card in our pocket,
but let’s also clean up the
account. Because this nation
has too much potential, too
many heroes, and far too
much truth waiting to be
spoken—to waste on more
cries of “wolf...1”

bobsbanter@gmail.com
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""Findaplace inside where theresjoy,
andthejoy willbum outthepain. -
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Perils of Tourism

‘WITHIN a short 2-month interval Meghalaya’s tour-
sector h*s another problem on its hands. First a
Hungarian tourist ventures out on his own and goes
missing for several days before his body was found.
The cause ofdeath was apparently afall fromaheight.
Now a couple from Indore, Madhya Pradesh has gone
jmssing since. May 23. The couple rented a scooter
iit’m Shillong and left it parked near Sohra Rim be-
fore launching off into some unknown destination.
Unknown because the couple like many other tourists
didn’t think they needed a guide and preferredto go off
on asolitary adventure. To have aguide accompanying
them is thf last thing that a newly married couple on a
honeymoon would want. But that’s if they are familiar
with the place and the terrain. Meghalaya’s landscape
is not the most friendly, particularly on those routes
leading to the living root bridges. While most destina-
tions now have carefully made steps others are still left
untouched and can be slippery. On the one hand the
fact that the treks are tough leaves them undiscovered
except bx,experienced trekkers who also have a deep
reverence for nature, but they can be treacherous too.
But thosewho understand nature are the kind o ftourists
that Megfcalaya needs and should encourage.

Sadly, there are bus loads of tourists these days
that rely”*n drivers from Assam to take them around.
Needles* to say they miss out on some of the sights
and sounds they should be seeing afld visiting instead
of the beaten tracks. This is where the fault of the
Tourism Department lies. Why should buses and taxis
venture deep into (hit tourist spots? Should there not
be a general parking space at Sohra from where the
local taxis along with a guide could take the visitors
aroundind also explain to them the legends surround-
ing the places. Is this not how Tourism supports the
local $$0nomy? Instead, we have vehicles fromAssam
going‘44ep inside our villages where the tourists are
not evep given abriefing on how they should treat the
local communities with respect and empathy and not
look (jjpanatthem simply because they are not dressed
well or they cannot speak Hindi or English.

Thfre has to be anentry and exit point where tourists
reg}fcE their names and also inform the registration
desk Which places they will be visiting. At this point
there has to be an entry fee since Meghalaya is selling
it&nataral landscapes. The Tourism Department now
haste think of a tracking systemonce the tourists have
registered themselves at the entry point. Otherwise, the
State will continue to have a bad name for not being
abif£tokeep track of tourists who then go missing. At
one Itme Meghalaya had considered training a special
force called “tourist police’ to keep vigil at all. tourist
spots. Somehow that scheme fizzled out. Something
hasrto be done to redeem the Tourism reputation of
Meghalaya. Tourism can no longer be left only to the

Enmities who are untrained and whose language

Us are wanting.

A true model of

indigeneity!
V ‘Editor,

I had always liked and
was equally charmed by
thfe voice and charisma of
«Tipriti Kharbangar, a power-
ful musician indeed. Thanks
to social media 1came across

interview of Tipriti Khar-
~Aangar on YouTube carried
put by Batesi TV that was
aired last year in July 2024.
Thoughayearlateyet 1 would
fk e tothank Batesi TV forthe
Interview an<Jan even bigger
thank you to Tipriti.

Glued to tite screen, | lis-

tened attentively to every
"word she said and my admira-
tion forherha? only increased.
I had only heard her sing in
ekhasi and English but have
jOever heard her in conversa-
tion with anyone and | must
say, my respect for her has
increased manifold. She spoke
in the language that she w »
bom and raised in, the "ktien
Smit ktien Nongkrem ktien
Malki," that defines her. To-
wards the end ofthe interview
she spoke of the need for a
wake up call for parents and
the people of Meghalaya to
value the wealth of our lan-
guage and not let it die out.
Encouraging us to speak in
our own Khasi language and
dialects especially amongst
ourselves, she reminds us
about how much we need
to treasure our language
that defines us and our iden-
tity. This'is very important
to take note of because a
great mibsy of us seem to
be ashanied of speaking in
our mother tongue lest we
appear uncivilized, uncouth
and unpolished. Some who
reside sa other parts of the
country or even abroad have
gone to the extent ofnot be-
ing v&fling to communicate
with their children in their
mother tongue leave alone
teaching them.

afinriti Kharbangar has
mad# a name for herselt
not only in the state and the

country but also internation-
allyyet she has not forgotten
her roots, her identity and
her sense of belonging. | for
one am truly inspired by her
values and principles. Thank
you Tipriti for taking our
state to rest ofthe world and
for keeping yourself rooted
firmly to your land, your lan-
guage and your people.
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Roadside parking
near schools
creating daily traffic

jams in Shillong

Editor,

I am writing to highlight
a growing traffic issue in
Shillongthatmany commuters
experience daily — the prob-
lem of roadside parking near
schools during peak hours.

In areas like Laitumkhrah
and Dhanketi school zones
become highly congested
during morning and after-
noon hours due to cars and
bikes parked on both sides
ofalready narrow roads. This
severely disrupts the flow of
traffic, causing long delays
and frustration for everyone,
especially office-goers, col-
lege students, and residents
simply trying to get from one
place to another.

This congestion also cre-
ates safety concerns, particu-
larly when pedestrians are
forced to walk on the road
due to blocked footpaths.

To ease the situation,
schools in these busy areas
could work with the traffic
authorities to arrange proper
pick-up and drop-off zones
within or just outside the
school premises. Enforcing
time-limited parking and de-
ploying traffic personnel
during school hours could
also improve traffic flow.
Additionally, public aware-
ness campaigns can help
encourage more responsible
parking habits around sensi-

Remembering Fullmoon Pyrtuh:
The Football Star of Shillong

On May 20, 2025, foot-
ball lovers of Shillong along-
side the football players bade
farewell to Fullmoon Pyrtuh,
the footballing legend that
the State has produced. The
passing away of such a tow-
ering figure has created a
void in the football circles,
but the inevitability of death
is something that we mortal
beings could never escape.
However, the memories of
achievers will linger in our
minds and their contributions
will be remembered by the
generations to come.

Shillong Football Scene:
The seeds of football culture,
in Shillong in particular and
State in general, had already
been sown long before the
State was bom and Shillong
lads have exhibited their
footballing skills since the
pre-independence period.
Unlike in the past, footballers
ofthe present generation-are
being provided with proper
training facilities and ac-
cess to quality exposures in
terms of frequent matches
outside the State and coun-
try. Besides, they are well
placed and are better paid.
In a way they have become
sophisticated.

Part of Polo Ground,
where the serene racecourse
with lush greenery and plush
surroundings by the Um-
khrah River once existed, is
now used for the Shillong
Football League since the
formation of the Shillong
Sports Association in 1916.
In the 1980s until the early
1990s, the galleries at the
first ground in Polo, would
be filled to the brim with pas-
sionate fans and supporters
of local community clubs.
A unique feature of Shillong
football in the past was the
development and passion
of community clubs, known
as "team Shnong" or "team
Dong." The Christian Ath-
letic Club of Mission Com-
pound and Laban Sports Club
(1916) were among the first
community-based football
clubs to be formed. Wahing-
doh Sports Club, established
in 1946, had produced foot-
ball gems like ShlurNongbri
and Fullmoon Pyrtuh.

Itis interesting to note that
22 years after Shlur Nongbri
showcased his footballing
talent at the national stage
in the Santosh Trophy in
Emakulam, in 1956, Full-

tive areas.

Shillong’s roads are not
designed for the volume
of traffic we see today, and
small, well-planned interven-
tions like these can make a
significant difference.

Yours etc.,
Kaushik Das,
Shillong

Women’s
empowerment
and prevention

of sexual assault

Editor,

I write this letter with deep
concern and hope, to draw the
attention ofthe society about
this critical issue of empow-
ering women and the urgent
need to prevent sexual as-
saultin our society today. De-
spite commendable progress
in various areas and women
across our country (even
in Meghalaya) continue to
face harassment, discrimina-
tion, and violence. Recent
incidents in our own region
have once again brought to
light the vulnerabilities that
women face not only in re-
mote areas, buteven in a so-
called progressive city like
Shillong ( Umsohsun) .

Empowermentofwomen
isnot merely a slogan—it is
a necessity for the holistic
development of any society
today. This involves ensur-
ing equal access to educa-
tion, employment oppor-
tunities, and safety, where
every woman has the right
to feel safe—at home, at
work, in public places and
even at school.

More importantly, we
must build a culture where
respect for women Is taught
from a very young age,
where victims are heard
without blame and where
swift justice is delivered
in case of sexual assault.
Awareness in the commu-
nity , stronger laws , police
trained to handle such cases
properly and proper educa-

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

moon Pyrtuh did the same
at the Subroto Mukherjee
Cup in New Delhi in 1978.
Along with his schoolmates,
he brought home the cup by
winning the final ofthe inter-
state school championship.
Hence, there was no stopping
for Fullmoon Pyrtuh from
rising and shining on football
fields both within and outside
the State.

Fullmoon: ARising Star:
In 1984, A. Lyngwa and D.
Kharkongngor co-authored
and published the book, The
Football Stars of Shillong,
and placed Fullmoon Pyrtuh
in the galaxy of football stars,
terming him as the Rising
Star of football then. From
the hamlet of Moodymmai
in Jaintia Hills to Shillong,
where he discovered his tal-
ent, Fullmoon had come a
long way in developing his
footballing skill and for this
he owed a great deal to Father
George, Bah Rishan Rapsang
and coach Kabui for their
support, encouragement and
guidance.

BobbyNongbet, Shillong’s
eminent football coach, aptly
described Fullmoon as the
fiercest talent who would
cause the defenders and goal-
keeper of the opposing team
to panic the moment he had
the ball in control, especially
from outside thebox. Through-
out his career, Fullmoon had
earned many feathers to his
cap. Fromwinning the Subroto
Mukheijee Cup, representing
St Anthony’s School in 1978,
tothe mostmemorable moment
in his footballing career when
he scored the winning goal
for India against Singapore in
the 13th Asian School games.
During the 13th Asian School
International Tournamentheld
in New Delhi in 1984, Full-
moon was the star striker for
India and it was reported by
the Statesman, “Fullmoon
was the only Indianwho made
many attemptswhich included
a good run into the box and a
powerfulkick...” Whereas, the
Sports Week, October 24-30,
1984, had this to say about
him, “For goals, the reliance
was chiefly on Fullmoon and
this forward from Meghalaya
proved his worth. He was the
main scorer for the team and
fared creditably. He had some
notable performances to his

tion about gender and safety
in all institutions are integral
to achieving real women’s
empowerment.

Through this letter | would
urge the authorities, educa-
tional institutions, civil so-
ciety organizations, media
platforms etc., to take an ac-
tive role in spreading aware-
ness , and break-the silence
ofthe heinous crimes against
women and girls. | also urge
the Meghalaya Police to take
swift and strict action against
the perpetrators and ensure
thatjustice is neither delayed
nor denied. Eveiy woman has
the right to feel safe— be it at
home, at work, and in public
places. Empoweringwomen is
notjustawomen’s issue—it is
a societal responsibility.

Yours etc.,
Jerry Jeffrey K Marak,
Via email

A safer Meghalaya
for tourists with

one scan or call

Editor,

Every year, more and more
travellers come to Megha-
laya, drawn by the living-root
bridges, crystal-clear rivers
and misty hills. For many, it’s
the trip of a lifetime. But for
some, things dont always go as
planned. A wrong turn on a hik-
ing trail and the tourist is lost in
aremote, unfamiliar area. Then
there’salanguage barrierin case
ofa medical emeigency. These
moments ofpanic canhappento
anyone, anywhere and in those
moments, quick help can make
aE the difference. That’s why
Meghalaya should consider
installing QR codes at key tour-
ist points, from taxi stands and
waterfalls to homestays and
trekking routes. When scanned,
these codes could instantly con-
nect visitors to help with emer-
gency numbers, safety tips, or
directions to the nearest police
station or hospital.

Even more important is
having a dedicated Tourist
Helpline Number, one number
that anyone, from anywhere in

credit a few years ago in the
Subroto Cup...Fullmoon has
certainly gained experience
and his progress needs watch-
ing” (A. Lyngwa and D.
Kharkongngor, The Football
Stars of Shillong).

In the autumn of 1986,
during the prestigious Bor-
doloi Trophy held in Guwa-
hati, itwas indeed a challeng-
ing day for Shillong XI. The
match between Shillong XI
and Nagaland Police turned
outto be amemorable yet dif-
ficult encounter for the team.
Despite the setback, football
enthusiasts witnessed a dis-
play of extraordinary talent
and skill, especially from
Fullmoon Pyrtuh.

Fullmoon Pyrtuh's per-
formances on the field were
nothing short of mesmeriz-
ing; he exhibited remarkable
dribbling, precise passing
and powerful shots that left
spectators in awe. His agility,
vision and technical prowess
laid bare the raw talent that
he possessed, making him
the standout player of the
match. Although Shillong XI
faced an unfortunate defeat,
Pyrtuh’s brilliance became a
highlight that football lovers
would forever cherish and
remember. (Dongmusa 26
September 1986).

Vision ofa Humble Foot-
baller: Fullmoon Pyrtuh was
notjust a household name in
football in the State, but he
also served as a point of ref-
erence in deliberations aimed
atimproving the standards of
football in Meghalaya. On 28
December 1984, Dongmusa
published a very compelling
op-ed advocating for the
enhancement of football in
Shillong and Meghalaya,
with Fullmoon's achieve-
ments being a central talking
point. The op-ed lamented
the deterioration of football
standards in Shillong and
the State as a whole. It was
argued that the Meghalaya
Invitation Football Tourna-
ment, launched in 1976 with
the aim of promoting local
football talents, had made
little progress.

Undoubtedly, Fullmoon
had emerged as a star follow-
ing his stunning performance
during the Subroto Tourna-
ment in 1978, but there were
many hidden talents and po-

the state, can call for guidance
or urgent assistance. Friendly,
multilingual support, avail-
able 24/7, could be a lifeline
for someone who feels lost
or scared in an unfamiliar
place. Ofcourse, safety needs

to be smart. These QR codes.

should be tamper-proof, clear-
ly marked with government
branding and placed where
they’ll be seen and trusted.
With regular checks and
some public awareness, they
can be both safe and reliable.
Tourism is a gift-to our state
and ourresponsibility in return
is to keep visitors safe. With
just a scan or a call, we can
offer peace of mind, show
we care and make sure every
tourist leaves Meghalaya not
just in awe but with a sense of
safety and gratitude. Because
sometimes, that little sign on
awall and a voice on the other
end of the phone can change
everything.
Yours etc.,
Zaman E. Tongper,
(Faculty, Department of
Tourism and Travel Manage-
ment Martin Luther Christian
University)
Viaemail

Impact of Reality
TV on childhood

Editor,

Through this column, al-
low me to draw the attention
all concerned regarding the
impact of Reality TV shows
on children. This is a cause
of concern with the increas-
ing number of such shows
starring particularly children.
These programs usually aim
to entertain adults rather than
the kids they promote, and
many showcase competitions,
reluctantly accepting kids with
promises of fame, riches, and
recognition. In most cases, the
young participants are actu-
ally Mfilling their respective
parents’ desire who push the
innocent kids to compete and
inreturndeprivingthem oftheir
childhoodand shatteringthe in-
nocence that surround children
at that age. Thus children are

tential footballers in the State
that needed to be discovered
and nurtured. It was empha-
sized that numerous talented
footballers like Fullmoon
could bring laurels to the
State and the community.

Improvising the football
standards in the State was
what Fullmoon Pyrtuh had
dreamt of. In his tribute to
the football legend Maycostar
Marbaniang, who also played
inthe Subroto Mukheijee Cup
representing Mawkhar Chris-
tian High School, Shillong in
1985, expressed his utmost
respect and acknowledged
him as a mentor. He also nar-
rated that Fullmoon Pyrtuh
was gravely concerned at the
deteriorating standards of
football in Shillong. Dream-
ing of improving football,
Fullmoon and other former
players and teammates found-
ed the Meghalaya Football
Players Association with the
aim ofraising the standard of
footballers in the Capital City
and State.

Fullmoon’s humility as a
person was another remark-
able characteristic and this
was confirmed even by play-
ers from outside the state
who had the opportunity to
play alongside and against
his team. Lalhminga Darlong,
a schoolmate and member of
the Subroto Mukheijee Cup
winning team, remembered
him as a true gentleman.
Another former Wahingdoh
Sports Club teammate, Lal-
tanpuia Bawitlung, shared his
experiences with Fullmoon
and said that, “beyond his
skills on the field, his humil-
ity, kindness and gentle spirit
touched the hearts of many”.
Additionally, players from
Mizoramwho knew Fulhnoon
remembered his greatness not
only as a star midfielder but
also as a human being Offthe
football field.

At the end of the day, the
Rising star had faded in time
and in the words of Edson
Arentes Do Nascimento, the
world renowned footballer
popularly known as Pele,
“This is not our life. Every-
thing here isa game, apassing
thing. What matters is what
I have done and what I will
leave behind. Let it be an
example for those that come.
There are many people with
the will to fight. Life is not
just this and truth is farther
beyond.”

thrust into harsh reality shows,
constant competition, and care-
fulobservationwhich can inflict
traumaonthem ineasethey fail
to winthe prize..

The promise of quick cash
prizes and careers easily seduce
parents, and some go as far as
to disregard their child’s educa-
tional and developmental needs.
Down the years the children
could suffer from:

* Emotional distress and
anxiety

* Loss of childhood inno-
cence

* Negative impact on aca-
demic performance

»Unhealthy competitionand
pressure to perform.

I strongly believe that par-
ents should be counselled on
the potential effects of expos-
ing their children to reality TV
shows. It is essential to priori-
tize children’s well-being, and
development over the allure of
fame and fortune.

To address this issue, | sug-
gest:

* Implementingstricterregu-
lations on child participation in
reality TV shows

* Providing support and
counseling for parents and
child participants

» Promoting awareness
about the potential conse-
quence ofReality TV on child-
hood.

e The shows should be
filmed only during the school
holidays.

* The working hours should
not be more than 4 hours per
day.

By taking these preven-
tive steps, we can somehow
protect the innocence and
well-being ofour children and
ensure that their childhood is
not ruined by the harsh reali-
ties of reality TV.

Yours etc.,
Lamshwa Nathaniel
Khannyndai

Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

The Proposal That
Launched a Thousand
Facepalms

By Ellerine Diengdoh

It is a truth universally
acknowledged, that a govern-
ment in possession ofa crum-
bling education system must
be in want of a scapegoat.

The Meghalaya Educa-
tion Grant (MEG) discussion
paper, is a 15 page odyssey
that boldly attempts to fix
everything, from Lower Pri-
mary to Higher Education,
by treating the entire system
like a single mishehaving
child. This proposal assumes,
whatworks for a six-year-old
drawing a cow that looks like
a helicopter, will workjust as
well for a 20-year-old trying
to understand Heidegger’s
thoughts on “being.” I mean,
cows, helicopters, existential
dread. It is all connected.
Somehow.

Let us start with the ba-
sic premise. Colleges and
schools are the same. One
framework. For nursery
rhymes and nuclear physics.
The same reform must be
applied to A for Apple and A
for Aristotle. Which makes
perfect sense ifyou’ve never
read a book or meta child in
your life.

The Paper expresses great
concern about the Perfor-
mance Grading Index (PGI)
for schools. Fair. It then
implies, we colleges should
also prostrate ourselves
before the PGI gods. That’s
right—colleges, which have
NAAC accreditation, may
now be assessed AGAIN by
a school-based index!

The proposal proceeds to
ask the hard-hitting ques-
tion: “Why do we have so
many schools?”. A valid
concern. But it fails to fol-
low up with an equally
important one: “Why do
we have so few colleges?”
Because once all those
bright and beautiful school
students graduate, where
exactly are they supposed
to go? Presumably, into the
few crammed classrooms
the state can offer. But don’t
worry. They can queue. In
shifts. Till doomsday. Or
until they evaporate.

Now, to the part where
the document gently suggests
thataided college teachers are
being paid obscene salaries.
Obscene? Really? Last we
checked, obscenity is defined
as: Obscene (adj.): So exces-
sive as to be offensive. Likely
examples would be:

1. Going on "education-
al" taxpayer-funded, trips
abroad

2. Skillfully embezzling
public funds with a straight
face, and

3. Retiring with a pension
after a single, forgettable
term in office.

Evidently, receiving a
UGC-regulated salary for
meeting UGC-required quali-
fications is now excessive.
How dare people be qualified
and paid accordingly? And
the comparison with gov-
ernment college teachers?
If you need reminding, the
very few drawing the state
scale, in government col-
leges, are those who don’t
qualify for UGC scales.
But why let a small thing
like facts get in the way of
a budget chart? One official
reportedly said, “They get
paid salariesjust for talking.
I talk all day in the Secre-
tariat, and no one’s giving
me a PhD”.

The paper gasps that Rs.
1,473.45 crore was spent on
salaries for aided colleges—
as ifthis was an unspeakable
scandal! Butthat’s what the
GIA scheme is literally for.
Paying salaries. That’s like
complaining that the fund
for building a bridge was
spent on cement, or blaming
the cook because you spent
your grocery money on cur-
tains. 1fthey want to expand
funding for infrastructure
too, that would be generous.
But suggesting a salary cut
to fund benches and toilets?
Don't you think that a little
excessive?

There is also, in this
magical proposal, the idea,
that future funding could be
performance-based. Which
sounds promising, until you
realise no one knows what
“performance” means. If it

means NAAC, we're good.
If it means actual teaching,
we’ve been doing that. If
it means enrolment, we're
bursting at the seams, teach-
ing 5 sections of the same
class. If it means student-
teacher ratio, we are way
beyond the permissible
level. However, if it means
trending online, we will start
uploading cat-filter lectures
immediately.

The chart also shows that
more money goes to priVate-
aided colleges than govern-
ment colleges. Yes. Because
most students are studying
in priyate-aided colleges.
Meghalaya currently has 6
government colleges tod 44
GlAcolleges. That’s like be-
ing shocked that more lunch
was cooked at the canteen
than at your own house. It
is not a conspiracy.Jt’s pure .
and simple maths.

Meanwhile, students from
other states keep pouring,
into our GIA colleges. Why?
Maybe....just maybe.... .our .
institutions and teaching
are among the best. Or
maybe their parents just,
have a wicked sense of
humour....sending their
kids somewhere with fewer
distractions, or for char-
acter building in a Smart
City that’s clever enough
to forget electricity.

So, if private colleges
are bearing the weight of
the system, should they
be supported "less", or
"more?" The government
has the answer. Give them
"less" money and "more"
autonomy—so the blame
slides downhill faster and
with fewer administrative
delays.

Private colleges are the
fragile spine propping up a
collapsing system, and the
proposed “autonomy” is a"
guillotine disguised as freer
dom. As one weary teacher
put it, "Autonomy? That!s.
just the state handing us a
rope and saying, Dance for,
them—then hang yourself
when they boo.”

Another official insight-
fully noted, “There are
too many teacher associa-
tions. They should be one
happy family.” Interesting s
take. The system itself has
carved teachers into 14,000
categories. Releasing their
salaries every sOlar eclipse!
Why wouldn’t they form
25 associations? That’s
not fragmentation. That’s
self-defense.

What is also brilliant
is the data accuracy in the
proposal. The proposal
says St. Mary’s College
of Teacher Education has
2,310 students. It actually
has 100. Perhaps somel
one accidentally added
the population of a small
village to the spreadsheet.
Either way, this does rare
the question, if one numoer
is that far off, how many
other “facts” in the report
are doctored?

So ,what have we
learned? That being a coll
lege teacher in Meghalaya
meansjuggling endless tasks
with no extra hands. It also
means being overworked to
the bone, being strangled by
mountains of mindless red
tape and regulations, invis-
ible when things go right,
and lightning rods when
things go wrong. We're also
the scapegoats, the default
villains, the punchlines of
every failed plan, and when
the system creaks and col-
lapses, the first question
shouted at us is always,
“What were the teachers
doing?”

In conclusion, I can only
say: “Those who can, teach.
Those who can’t, write dis-
cussion papers.” But that
would be unfair. Because
writing a paper that man-
ages to combine school-
level indicators with higher
education policy, confuse
infrastructure with salaries,
misquote data, misrepresent
facts, and still claim reform
in a single breath? That’s
not easy.

Should the authors ofthe
MEG proposal get a raise?

Depends. What’s their
PGI score?

~
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Ripples of discord

THE ripples caused by Operation Sirtdoor are being
felt far and wide in the form of claims, counter”claims
and much else even weeks after India’s briefmilitary
engagement with Pakistan. 1t’s only natural that Con-
gress parliamentarian Shashi Tharoor leading an all-
party delegation to five countries including the US is
being targeted by his own party heavyweights for his
statements abroad that have allegedly “belittled” the
grand old party. Tharoor’s was obviously an attempt
to explain the “restraint” that India maintained in the
face of provocations from Pakistan.. Yet, it looked
like a heap of praise for the Modi dispensation. His
citation of India’s responses to terrorist attacks since
2015, including the surgical strikes past Uri, also
underpinned the fact that such offensives had not
taken place before. In a strong response, the Con-
gress rubbished this claim. The principal opposition
is obviously irritated at the way Tharoor presented'
things before an international audience. -

By virtue of Tharoor’s major exposure to inter-
national diplomacy while holding top UN posts,
he was perhaps the right man to go on such an
explanation-expedition to the US etc., on India’s
behalf. Those like Asaduddin Owaisi too could cutice
with the Islamic world by virtue of his own Islamic
credentials. Several others in these delegations criss-
crossing continents might not have as much clout or
gift of the gab while in a foreign soil. The selection
of Tharoor and Owaisi for this endeavour was not
only due to the Modi establishment’s keenness to
demonstrate a spirit of national unity, but due to other
factors too. The BJP, raised from the inward-looking,
fundamentalist Sangh Parivar, and its regional allies
do not possess faces that can impress the world other
than Modi or external affairs minister S Jaishankar. It
could also be suspected that Tharoor might hereafter
edge closer to the Modi establishment, much to the
annoyance ofthe Congress: Thosewho criticised him
might have got a silent nod from the high command
itself or from president Maljikaijun Kharge.

Operation Sindoor obviously demonstrated India’s
superior military power over aweak-kneed Pakistan
especially at a time when the Islamic nation was
faced with a serious finandal downturn. Pakistan
being looted by politicians and generals alike does
not even have sufficient funds to buy passenger
planes, other than for the iterations of huge external
borrowings it keeps doing. On the other hand it must
be said to the crfedit of the Modi govemmenfthat it
Bias strengthened the defence apparatus significantly
in recent years, and topped it with Make in India or
indigenous production/assembling of modem sys-
tems ofwarfare. The argument how is not that India
could not match up to Pakistan’s military strength,
but that Modi could not take foil advantage of this
emerging situation to effectively discipline Pakistan.
Defence minister Rajnath Singh’s assertions of his
forces having exercised abundant “restraint” during
Operation Sindoor have only a limited appeal. Ac-
tions speak louder than words

| etters to the Kditor

Steps to ensure

safe and
responsible
tourism.

Editor,

Apropos of the editorial
“PerilstjfTourism” (ST 29th
May 2025). Safe tourism
requires a combination of
personal preparedness, local
regulations and responsible
travel practices. Some of
the key prerequisites for
safe tourism, particularly in
regions like Meghalaya are:

1.Unfamiliar terrains,
especially those with chal-
lenging landscapes, often
require local guides.. Tourists
venturing alone into risky
areas without knowledge of
the surroundings can lead to
accidents or getting lost.

2. Establishing entry and
exit points where tourists
can register their details and
planned destinations can
help authorities track visitors
and ensure their safety.

3. Understanding and
appreciating local cultures,
traditions, and language
barriers is crucial. A respect-
ful approach enhances the
tourism experience for both
visitors and residents.

4. Governments and local
promoters on tourism should
ensure well-maintained trek-
king paths, controlled access
to sensitive areas, and proper
briefing for travellers regard-
ing safety precautions.

5. Having dedicated se-
curity personnel or a tourist
police force to assist visitors
in case of emergencies or
incidents can significantly
improve safety measures.
Thegovernmentmay kindly

revive (he fizzled-out scheme
as the editorial pointed out, if
the resources are available.
These factors contribute.
to a secure and enjoyable
tourism experience. Whether
you're exploring Meghalaya
or any other region, stay-
ing informed pnd cautious
is always a wise approach!
| do not disagree with the
editorial that “tourism can
no longer be leftto the com-
munities who are untrained
and whose language skills

are wanting.”
Yours etc;

YK Lyngdoh,
‘W .Viaemail

Umsohsun
sexual assault
case

Editor,
On the early morning of

.the 23rd may 2025, a minor

school girl was sexually as-
saulted by a masked crimi-
nal at Umsohsun, Shillong
while on her way to morn-
ing school. An FIR was
lodged and on the 24th May
a special police team was set
up to investigate the case.
On this occasion one must-
congratulate the Meghalaya
Police for a job well done
because by May 28 within a
brief period of only 5 days,
oyr Police, with the assis-
tance of modern technol-
ogy identified the criminal;
traced him to his village in
Jorhat, Assam where he had
fled to and promptly arrested
and booked him under the
POCSO Act. POCSO by the
way stands for Protection
of Children from,Sexual
Offences Act, 2012, a law
in India enacted to protect

"the. sunrise have to'respec

Much Ado About Community-led
Tourism: Where’s the ‘Community?’

By Patricia Mukhim

Totrism i Meghalays
is in a state of flux. While
tourists are pouring in, in
droves every single day and
in greater numbers on the
weekends, the State’s abil-
ity to cater to this growing
number ofvisitors is looking
like a comedy of not so rare
errors. On its part the State
has created the Rural Tour-
ism Development Society
and encouraged communi-
ties at tourist destinations to
form collectives and register
themselves as co-operatives
so that funds for develop-
ing tourism facilities can be
channelled through th&se so-
cieties. This is a fair arrange-
ment and in some villages
it has worked very well. Ip
other villages, however, the
Rangbah Shnong is averse
to the idea of such a society
since he mightnotbe elected
to lead it. This sense of inse-
curity among village leaders
about someone outshining
them is what slows down the
progress in mostvillages.

Nongjrong, famous for
its sunrise, is a striking ex-
ample of such lethargy tb
register the rural tourism
society. As a result, there is
no control over the number
of footfalls per day; the
costing is not adequate to
generate enough income
for developing the site arid
for creating employment.
Misonwell Rangtorig and his
cousin Pamela Ryntong have;
taken on the responsibility
to streamline the booming
tourist footfalls atNongjrong
but they have also reached a
pointoffatiguesince itis still
a personal and not a collec-
tive effort. The community
can only be involved once
the Society is forfnaiised
and run professionally. This
is the problem with putting
the cart before the horse.
A tourism destination is
promoted before it.is ready
to take on the challenges.
Imagine a tiny village with a
few hundred residents being
bombarded by hundreds o
footfkUs and that in the early
morning hours when their
sleep is rudely disrupted. So’
why are there no clear rules
laid out thattourists wanting
to experience the magic of

silence? Why the penchant
fornoise? Why the overnight

/drunken brawls and the loud

music that rudely intrudes
into the stillness»ofnature? A
rural tourism society should

children from sexual assault,
sexudl harassment, and child
pornography. It is a tough
law*and stringent punish-
ment is meted out under its
.provisions. This prompt ac-
tion ofthe Meghalaya Police
is to be applauded as it will
serve as a forceful deterrent
to future would be criminals
that it is not safe for them to
criminally monkey around, in
Meghalaya. The early arrest
alsois a glaring example that
the Police , when left to do
theirjo™ and freed from the
negative pressure ofpolitics,
can deliver when the occa-
sion so demands.

Here | .would also like
to add that it is not only
politicians but especially
those wanna-be- self-styled
leaders of society who often
get in the,way of the. swift
execution of justice here
in Meghalaya. The senti-
ments and emotions of the
public is often whipped into
a frenzy sometimes over is-
sues that have no real merit
or worth. Sometimes known
criminals] extortionists and
known murderers are setup
on a false pedestal for hero
worship when they meet a
sad end oftheir own making.
It is only when things calm
down that people begin to
realize that they had been
taken foraride and that such m
rabble rousing antics only
encourage potential crimi-
nals to defy and challenge
the law of the land. Such
actions only lead to public
disorder and mayhem” sim-
ply helps push governance
ofthe state further downbhill.
It adds nothing to the well-
being apd development of
the state and its people. |
take this occasion to caution__
our people against such anti

be deliberating all this arid
more. Why are touristy vil-
lages so afraid of losing cus-
tomers and therefore giving
in to,unreasonable demands
of tourists?

, What is however most
upsetting is the clash among
two or more villages over
claims of a tourist destina-
tion. This' week | visited
the Dainthlen Falls at Sohra
which has been outofbounds
for tourists for nearly a year
now. The place was deserted
and some rough fencing was
put up. A police personnel
whs posted there to prevent
visitors from proceeding
towards the waterfall. He,
explained thatthere is a clash
between two villages both
of who claim dominance
over this famed waterfall.
In the past when the idea
of monetising the waterfall
had not entered peoples’
minds, the Dainthlen Falls
had its share of visitors,
mostly locals. The moment
the place turned coihmercial,
greed entered the domain.
That’s what tourism does to
a society. It divides them.
In a similar manner the Wei
Saw”ong, another waterfall
close by too, is no longer
open to tourists or locals.
It’s the. same fight for con-
trol since the maney has
started to come in. What is
surprising is that the Syiem
of Sohra - the chieftain
who according to traditional
practices presides over the

. Dorbar Raid and Dorbar

Shfiong is unable to resolve
the conflict. The Khasi Hills
District Council too has not
consideredits briefto resolve
these contentious issues. The
Sub-divisional officer, Sohra
hastried to bring abouta rap-
prochement but failed. m
Then we have the Bull’s
Trek in-Mylliem (Khat-ar
Mer), which had become a
flourishing tourist destiria-

£ »tjon and was well managed

by the locals'there. The trek
takes .visitors to the Wah-
niangleng river where people
go fishing or just to’breathe
in the zephyr and do a bit
of boating. Now that too is

t dosed to tourists because

there are two claimants, to
the place. Why can’t the two
claimants discuss matters and
take amiddle path ofsharing
the income and agreeing
to maintain the area for a

social practices in the future
and not to allow sheer emo-
tions to take control of their
common gerise. | would like
to end with once again say-

ing Thank You Meghalaya'

Police for ridding, from the
minds ofour innocentyoung
girls, that fear and apprehen-
sion ofbeing preyed upon by
sexualpredators.
Yours etc.,
Toki Blah,
Via email

Concern
over unfair
practices in
Meghalaya

Police exams _

Editor,

I am writing to express
my deep concern and dis-
appointment regarding the
alleged unfair practices that
have reportedly takeri place
during the recent Meghalaya
Police Recruitment Exams.
This issue has come to light
through public discourse, es-
pecially inthe comments sec-
tion ofseveral videos posted
by the YouTube Channel
Spotlan Dairies where many
candidates and concerned
citizens have raised'serious
allegations.

Several comments have
mentioned instances of fa-
vouritism, using of mobile
phone in the examination
hall, questions papers ljave
been opened before the en-
ams and lack of transpar-
ency in the written process
in some ofthe centres. Such
practices not only rob de-
servjrig candidates of their
rightful opportunity but also
undermine public trust in

better tourist experience.
Actually the community

there led by Leriing Bareh *

had been running the circuit
very well. The children who
call themselves “green war-
riors” keep the place clean
and green. In factthe income
from there is used to fund
the schooling ofsome ofthe
poor students. .That is now .
disrupted because the matter
is in court. Until the place
was leftto itselfno one cared.
about developing it. Now
that it yields an incom” it is
Up for grabs.

This is where the \Oord
“community” in Khasi so-
ciety is grossly misleading.
According to leading soci-
ologists who have explored
the concept of community
and have looked .deeper to
focus on the complex rela-
tionships, norms,and shared
values that bind individuals
together, a community isnot
just about physical proxim-
ity but also the emotional,
social, and functional ties,
that shajjp the lives of its
members. Emory Bogardus,
best known for his work on
the “spcial distance, scale,”
foduses on the psychologi-
cal and social dimensions
of community. He argues
that a community is not just
a geographical or physical
entity but is also a social
and emotional construct.
He believed that individuals
often perceive communities
in terms of “social distance”
— the perceived closeness'
or distance between people
in a society.

Tribal societies have ljeen
defined by this very yard-
stick of social cohesion. But
‘taodertiity"seems to have

snatched that sense of com- «

muriity from us. Bogardus
says that a community is
marked by a shared sense
ofbelonging among people.
This sense of belonging
might be based on factors
such as common*'values,
norms, and interests, rather
"than simply living in the
same physical area. In the
view of Bogardus the more
the “social-distance” that ex-
ists between people, the less
likely they are to form a true
community. Hence people
who belong to the same
social class, share cultural
backgrounds, or engage in
similar activities may feel a

the integrity of our institu-
tions. While these claims
may have originated in an
informal online space, the
volume and consistency of
the complaints cannot be
ignored. '

| urge the relevant au-
thorities to take these con-
cerns .seriously and initiate
a thorough and impartial
investigation. Ifthere is any
truth to the allegation's, strict
action must be taken against
those responsible. At the
same time, | appeal to the
media and civil society to
shed lighten these issues
to ensure accountability
and justice for the aspiring
candidates.

The youth df Meghalaya

= deserve a fair and transpar-

ent recruitment system—one

that values merit, integrity,
and equal opportunity.

Yours etc.,

Riwanki Suchiang,

West Jaifitia Hills

Why the.
frequent power
cuts in rural
areas

Editor,

It is deeply ironic that
while the Minister in charge
of Power recently declared
that our State is now gen-
erating surplus electricity,
residents in rural areas con-
tinue to face frequent, un-
scheduled -power cuts. This
stark disconnect between
official claims and ground
realities is both frustrating
and concerning.

Take for example, the
situation in Smifvillage and

stronger sense ofconnection,
even ifthey don’t live in the
same neighbourhood. The
reality is that Kliasi society
is today divided by class and
residence. Those living in
cities are far removed from
the problems and anxieties
tfiat plague their poorer cous-
ins in the rural backwoods.
It would appear that our
social skills, if we have any,
are inadequate to meet the
sort of complexities we live
with today. .Declining inter-
personal trust has emerged as
one or the greatest threats to
Meghalaya’s future. Imagine
the situation of two Dorbar
Shnong exerting their claims
over a waterfell and not be-
ing able to resolve the stand-
off. What does that suggest?
Abreakdown in communica-
tion? An inability to see eye
to eye any longer? A stand-
offpropelled by community
arroga'nee or the ambitions of
community leaders?, '
This brings us to the role
ofthe MLAsandMDCswho
should be wading through
these problems with the
people and trying to sort
thpm out. If they cannot
resolve such community co-
nundrums and ease the ten-
sions between two groups of
the same ethnic mould then
why do we wonder atwhat’s
happening in Manipur?
There too the problems did

;not erupt in a single day or

month. It was fermenting for
years butwas never attended
to until the wound festered
and blew up into a confla-
gration. One sees no conflict
management society coming
up in a state that is rife with
dissensions not with the
“other” but within the com-
munity. Meghalaya might
hit the Guinness Book of
World Records as far as the
number of pressure groups
art concerned butthese trig-
ger conflicts; they have no
social capital to resolve any
conflict. .

In the past social capital
waswhatknitted us asacom-
munity. Today that thread is
broken so let us not pretend
to be* united” or ofone mind
onanything. Thatveil ofpre-
tence is better discarded and
we should be doing some se-
rious soul-searching, instead
ofromanticising ourpastand
engaging only in dance and
song and neverending rituals
because we don’t have the
moral courage to confront
our demons!

its surrounding areas. From
May 25 to 26 there was a
power Outage lasting nearly
36 hours. Again, on May 28,-
powerwas cut from 6:30 PM
and had hot been restored at
the time o fwriting this letter.
Such .extended blackouts
are not isolated incidents r—
they have become disturb-
ingly routine. Short, frequent
power disruptions now seem
more like the n*rm than the
exception. s i
What/emains unclear is
the reason behind these re-
curring outagies. The MeECL
has offered no clear explana-
tionto the public, I f the State
truly has surplus power, why
are rural communities being
leftin thfe dark—literally and
figuratively? Reliable elec-
tricity," especially in today's
world, is a basic necessity,
not a luxury. -
1 While we understand that
extreme weather can cause
temporary disruptions, regu-
lar and prolonged outages
in fair weather raise serious
questions about the efficien-
cy ofpower distribution and
infrastructure management.
We urge the concerned
authorities to address this
issue transparently and take
concrete steps to ensure
uninterrupted power sup-
ply, particularly in rural
areas. The promise of sur-
plus power must translate
into reliable service for all
citizens—not just a state-
ment for the press.
Yours etc./
D L Wankhar
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this .page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

\

The Shad Lyngdoh
of Raid Mylliem

By Easterson Sohtun & Rana Khyriem

Whenwe talk about Hima
or State rituals in the Khasi-
Jaintia region, the famous
Nongkrem Dance of Hima
Khyrim often comes to mind.
However, we tend to over-
look-or forget'the equally
important rituals of Hima
Mylliefn. Hima Mylliem
comprises athree-tier system
of administration. At the
bottom stands the Village
council called ka Dorbar
shnong headed by u Rangbah
Shnong or Village Headman,
in the middle comes the
Commune council called
ka Dorbar Raid'headed by u

falls within the boundary of
Raid Mawbuh, lew Mawlong
within Raid Mamgar, Jew
Umderv within Raid Non-
gtluh, and"lew Masi within
Raid Marwet. This implies
thatvthe markets were part
ofthe Ri-Raid and if was the
Raid who gave a portion of
the lands to the State to setup
"markets for the betterment of
the people. Thus, the atfove.
discussion emphasizes that
land was also the key factor
arid that the evolution from
a small society into a State
emerged when land became
an economic property. Here it

Syiem Raid, Lyngdoh Raid# isimportantto point outthat

or Bongthe Raid and the top

except for lew Duh the rest

rests the State council called m ofthe markets falls under the

Dorbar Hima headed
Syiem.

Though each council is
independent df one another
othey- all however fall un-
der the jurisdiction of the
state or of the Chiefand his
Bakhraw. Hima Mylliem is
the largest of all the Himas
in the Khasi region. It was
formed after splitting from
Hima Shyllong, resulting in
the creation of both Hima
Mylliem and Hima. Khyrim..
Geographically, Hima Myl-
liem stretches from Bisi?to

by. the

boundary of various Raids, -
Unfortunately, the glory
.and pride of Hima Mylliem
:have diminished in recent
mimes due to ongoing politi-?
cal turmoil within the Hima.*
However, my intention in
writing this article Is not to
pointfingers orassign blame,
but rather to share informa-
tion aboutthe Shad Lyngdoh
of Raid Mylliem.

, The Shad Lyngdoh of
.Rtfid Mylliem is distinct
and unique. This ritual is
‘performed by the San Kur

Bhoi RymlISong and extends; over the course of a week,
, beginning at Mawnarian on

almost to the Brahmaputra
River. Within Hima Mylliem,
there are several smaller
Raids, such as Raid Marwet,
Raid Marngar, and Raid
Mylliem.

The formation ofMylliern
State ;s so complex that it is
difficult to say precisely as
to when and how the State
was established. One pos-
sible explanation for this
can be obtained from oral
narratives which talk about
the internal conflicts amongst
the elders i.e., ki Bakhraw of
Hima Shyllong. The history
bfHim” Mylliem goes way
back to the period before the
emergence ofcolonial rule in
the Khasi Hills. According to
oral tradition, it was said that,
before the establishment of
Hima Mylliem, the earliest
Hima within the .Khasi Hills
was ka Hima Shyllong and
Hima Mylliem was carved
out of this particular Hima.
Homiwell Lyngdoh, refer-
ring to this internal conflict,
describes it as a civil war
between two lineages of the
Syiem Clan or laid Syiem
of Hima Shyllong where
even the elders of Bakhraw
of the State were divided
in their .support to the two
lineages. This civilwar came
to be popularly known as
JCa Thma'Saw Kher Lai
Lyngdoh” One uniqueaspect
of Hima Mylliem is that, to
this day,,it maintains its bwn

police department, knowrias .

Pulit Syiejn. Hima Mylliem
holds a special place in the
Khasi community, particu-
larly due to the leadership of
L8bbrius Manik Syiem.* He
organized the Dorbar Hima,
which brought together
people from different vil-
lages, flooding the;city with
crowds. The main purpose of
this gathering was to demand
the inclusion of Khasi cus-
tomary rights and practices
in the- First Schedule of the
Indian Constitution.

In addition; Hima Myl-
liem is cherished,by the
Khasi people because of
lewduh—a market deeply
intertwined with religious
traditions (Niam). The mar-*
ket become” the priticipal
source of revenue collection
for running the affairs ofthe
state as well as for support-
ing the Syiem. Furthermore,
the Mylliem State collects
revenue from the market
tolls, cOurt fees, excise and
judicial fines. Market tolls
were levied as per the com-
modities of shopkeepers or
as per the st from weekly
markets.' This revenue is
shared amongst the Syiem
and bis Bakhraw and is used
mainly for»the development
ofthe State if needed.

Atpresent, Hima Mylliem
has six traditional markets
called-lew and they are lew
Umsning, lew Mawlong,
lew Umroi, lew Umden, lew
Masi and lew Duh. Here it
is important to point out that
except for lew Duh the rest
ofthe markets fall under the
boundary of various Raids.
For example, lew Umroi

the first and second days,
followed by rituals at Lum

ShyHong (Shillong Peak);
After offerings and rituals
are made to U Lei Shillong, a
three-day celebration of mu-
sic and dance ensues prom
27-29 May 2025). The Shad
Lyngdoh isnotmérely a culr
tural exhibition; itholds deep
significance for the people
bf Raid and Hima Mylliem.
Some ofits key significances
include: ,

1.The antiual ritual marks
an important;day for the

people of the Hima. It is a
time when men, women,
and children come together,
providing an opportunity for
gOmmunity bonding. »T

2.The ritual reflects the
rich history of Hima Myl-.
liem.

3.1t plays a vital role in
environmental protectibn, as
prayers are offered to the De-
ity ofU Lum Shyllong. >

4. Shillong Peak, which
provides essential water
sources for Shillong and
the Khasi Hills, is honoured
through thanksgiving dances
and prayers to U Lei Shyl-
long. . Lol

5. The Shad Lyngdoh
is an integral part- bf Khasi
cultural heritage, showcas-
ing traditional knowjedge,
unity, and the rich culture of-
the people of Hima Mylliem
and Meghalaya as a whole.
Today Hima Mylliem is
considered as one ofthe most
important Khasi States and
continues to exist under the
administration of the Khasi

Hills Autonomous District
Council.

m 6. The dance is especially
important for young girls,
as participating three times
is a significant milestone.
Cancelling the ritual would
deprive them of this oppor-
tunity and negatively impact
future generations.

' 7. Elected clan representa- »
tives have a duty to perform
these rituals as handed down
by ourancestors. Theirroleis
to bring peace, protect against
evil, war, and foreign threats,
safeguard againstplague, and
ensure prosperity, health,*
good harvests, wealth, and
favourable mveather for the
people of Hima Mylliem-

There are many more
significant'features of the

Lehniam Lyngdoh or Shad
Lyngdoh of Raid Mylliem.
Despite its importance, a
concerning issue has arisen:
this year, instead ofthe Myn-,
tris of San Kur, the public had
to perform the ritual. As seen
on social mediaand in news-
papers, the Myntris, Lyn-
gskor,.and many clan repre-
sentatives were absent. Why?
Do they not know about the
ritual or the Niam? Are they
forgetting their duties and
roots? If they are aware of
their responsibilities, why do
they seem interit on abandon-
ing a ritual handed down by
our ancestors?

(Allviews arepersonal as

Ki Khun Ki Hajar ka Hima
Mylliem)



Religion is the'opiate ofthe masses.
Karl Marx
The Shillong Times
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Of Shoddy Journalism
THE disappearance of the newfywed couple from
Indore, Madhya Pradesh who came To Meghalaya
as tourists has grabbed national headlines. What is
called mainstream media has spiced up the story to
win eyeballs. This section of the media has carica-
tured Meghalaya as a land infested with criminals
and termed this region the “crime-prone hills.”
Such reportage by someone sitting several thousand
kilometres away from Meghalaya and listening only
to hearsay, possibly from the couple’s kin and then
forming an opinion and labelling the entire Sohra
region the “crime prone hills” is scandalous because
till date there is not a shred ofevidence about the fate
of the couple. To label the citizenry of Sohra region
as being ‘crime prone’ is libellous and this ought to
be taken up by the Government of Meghalaya as
it does a huge disservice to the state and its tour-
ism potential. True the Tourism Department has to
constantly engage with tour operators and address
tlj£ pin-pricks that could turn into major calamities
such as had happened to the Hungarian tourist who
ventured alone into an unfamiliar destination and
perhaps lost his footing and then plunged down the
steep cliff.
Ajournalist writing from a distance without having
a local source who can provide an accurate account
ofthe place and with no quotes whatsoever from any
of the local authorities in-the government has failed
the basic premise ofjournalism. There is such athing
as ‘journalistic tftith.”“a processthat f«Jins witb the
professional discipline of assembling,and verifying
facts. After thatjournalist tries tb convey a fair and
reliable account of those facts, subject to further
investigation. Journalists should be as transparent as.
possible about their sources and methods used. They
cannot rely only on one s6urce, especially one that
is directly linked to the event/issue. It is then left to
the audiences to make their own assessment of the
information. This is where accuracy counts. It is the
foundation upon which the story is built; >
Journalists rely on a professional discipline for
verifying information and there is no space for
assumptions based on hearsay, in this profession.
Granted that the relatives ofthe couple are distraught
at not knowing where the couple has disappeared and
they are emotionally surcharged) But to carry only
their side of the story and paint a grim picture of the
situation as if no effort has been made by the State
Government to track down the couple is bad journal-
ism. This profession demands a consistent method
of testing information - a transparent approach to
evidence - precisely so that personal and cultural
Vnases would not undermine the accuracy of their
Tfiwdiscjpline of\VeWficatibh is Whit separates
journalism from other modes of communication,
otherwise journalists can be accused of spreading
fake news pr propaganda. Sadly, even renowned
media houses today slip on this so while journalism
has developed various techniques for determining
facts, it has-not done much to develop a system for
testing the reliability of journalistic, interpretation.
As of today, Megfialaya’s reputation as a safe tour
ist destination has taken a.beating thanks to shoddy
journalism.

Letters to tlu- Editor

Useless
showpiece for

VulNo:1"VU

constant Coasting of the
government across digital
billboards, proudly advertise
ing “Smart City Progress,”

the common.
Man

Editor,

1am writing to express
my frustration and disap-
pointment alter experiencing
ikst-hand how meaningless
the so-called "Smart City”
systems are for common
people like us.

In the wee hours of May
24,2025, ataround 2:07 AM,
my Honda Activa ML 05 AE
0842 'was stolen from right
outside my home in Lower
Mawprem Main Road. |
immediately filed an FIR at
Lumdiengjri Police Station
and began seeking help.
What follow ed was not jus-
tice, but ajuggling between
authorities, each passing the
responsibility to someone
else;

The Investigating Of-
ficer told me that the newly
installed Shillong Smart City
blue-pole camera, might have
recorded something — but
when | asked about it, | was
told it's under the control of
the Dorbar Shnong. When |
reached out to them, authori-
ties said police are the only
ones with access. No one
gave a clear answer. Every-
onejust raised up their hands
in helplessness.

This raises serious ques-
tions. 1fnone ofthese Smart
City cameras work, why are
they pow ered 24/7? Why are
they mounted on massive
poles with blinking lights
and large boxes, pretending
to monitor the streets? Are
these just showpieces? Just
props for publicity?

W hat’s worse is the

“ICCC,” and ‘Intelligent
Systems.” J5ut when a citizen
like me actually needs these
systems, they are useless. No
access. No functionality. No
accountability.

Where is our tax money
going?*The system doesn’t
work when a crime happens.
The police say, “vehicles get
smuggled to Bangladesh,” as
though that should make me
give up. If they know this
is happening, why aren’t
they stopping it? Why aren’t
theft rings tracked down or
broken?W hy are citizens
expected to simply give up

eand move on?

The system is designed
in such a way that no one
seems to know who holds the
authority, who gives permis-
sion, or whose responsibility
itis. It is sq fragmented and
hidden behind procedural
layers that even a genuine

victim is lost in it. Thieves-

know this — they know that
a common student like me
won’t be able to navigate
this maze in time. By the

time any clarity emerges, the m

answer will be the same: “It’s
too late, the footage has been
auto-deleted.”

Why does the government
spend crores installing these
camera systems and building
an Integrated Command and
Control Centre (ICCC), ifat
the time of real need, every
authority claims, “the cam-
eras are not working” or "we
don’t have access”? ,

Let me be honest: I've
lost all hope in this system.
I’ve done everything lcould
— filed the FIR, found lo-
cal CCTV footage myself,
reached out to the police,

A few years ago, | was
invited by a professor from
Shillong to attend a meet-
ing at Kolkata to discuss on
strategies to reduce tohaccQ
risk and smoking-cessation.
He was inviting me on behalf
of his friend, who he.s”id
represented an international
organisation which deals
with sustainable develop-'
ment. Smelling a rat, I-did
some background search
on these organisations, only
to discover that these were
supported by global tobacco
corporations and promote
tobacco products which they
claim are less harmful than
regular tobacco. 1 politely
declined the invitation but
what intrigued me was the
subtlety and the choice of
invitees from’Shillong, all
of whonv.were involved in
anti-tobacco activities. By
involving us, they wanted
to onboard avowed crusad-
ers against tobacco, in their
effort to peddle harmful
products.

From the 1930s to the
1950s, tobacco advertise-
ments featured doctors, with
some even being endorsed by
professional medical bodies.
This was a ploy to create a
;sense df trust in the, harm-
ful tobacco products, with
some ads being placed-even
in medical journals, to con-
vince doctors to smoke. Lu-

ther Terry, in 1964, released .

the first Surgeon General’s
Report on Smoking- and
Health which concluded
that tobacco smoking causes
lung cancer in men; This
paved the way forcontrol of
advertisements for tobacco
ahd the mandatory statutory
warnings.

- The tobacco industry re-
sponded with subtlety, pre-
senting tobacco as a lifestyle
product. Filtered cigarettes
were marketed as a .safer
alternative, with reduced
risk of cancer, and the ‘Mar-
Iboro Man’ was portrayed
as the one to look up to.
As a child, | was made to
.believe that ‘Four Square’
and 'Wills-” were companies
manufacturing cricket gear.
TAPS- Tobacco Advertising,
Promotion and Sponsorship-
mwas a strategy employed by
the, industry to promote the

use of a product which has'

no benefits. The print and
electronic-media were used
effectively in' promoting to-
bacco. In India, movie ‘stars’
were the greatest propaga-
tors of tobacco. In Tamil

even wrdte to the SP. And.
what did | get in. return?
Silence, delay, and contra-
diction. !

So here is my sincere
advice to fellow citizens: If
your vehicle is stolen, file
the FIR to protect youi'self,
but don’t waste your energy,
chasing justice,. Don’t run
shop to shop for CCTV
footage. Dpn’t beg. authori-
ties to act. Just do your job,
pay your taxes — because
while the government may
do nothing for your loss, they
will surely come after you if
you miss paying them.

These Smart City systems
are not built for us. They're
built to look good on paper
and on screens. Not'to pro-
tect the real people who work
hard to pay for them.

While | have previously
Requested anonymity in my
letters, this time | choose to
publish my name. L wish to
see, as a citizen, how far one
may. be- targeted simply for
publicly questioning utter
lack of unaccountability in
the system. 1believe that if
common citizens continue
to remain silent or hidden,
nothing will change.

Yours etc.,
Ekramul Haque,
Via email

The Chickens7
Necks of
Bangladesh

Editor,

Assam Chief Minister,
Himanta Biswa Sarina pre-
sented an interesting geo-
graphical fact about two
Chicken’s Neck in Ban-
gladesh, the 80 Km North
Bangladesh Corridor and the
28 Km Chittagong Corridor

No Tobacco

By Dr.Caleb Harris M.Ch.

Nadu, several generations
of youngsters aspired to
imitate the ‘cigarette style’
of a particular actor. Across
colleges, smoking was con-
sidered ‘cool’. This was the
lie propagated by the tobacco
industryrthat it was cool to
kill oneself.

Following the ‘War
against Tobacco’initiated'in
the United States of America
over 50 years ago, there has
been aworldwide awareness
about the harmful effects of
tobacco. The World Health
Organisation(WHO) came
up with a Frameworic
Convention
on .To-
bacc
Con-
trol

(FCTC)

on Tobacco

Control, and laws

were enacted in several coun-
tries to control tobacco. In
India, theGOTPA (Cigarettes
and OtherTobacco Products
Act), has very strict provi-
sions and, if implemented
well, can be an effective tool
in tobacco conttol. As per

.COTPA, smoking in public

places, selling tobacco prod-
ucts to or by minors, or.sell-
ing to*accp products within
a radius of 100 metres from
any -educational institution
is illegal. Establi'shrtients
where' tobacco products are
sold must display messages
like "Tobacco pauses Can-
cer" and "Sale of tobacco
products to a person under
the age of eighteen years is
a punishable-offence under

Tobacco impacts, the so-
ciety in ways one cannot
fathom. Apart from several
cancers, tobacco causes sev -
eral respiratory and cardiac
illnesses. This can debilitate
the'person and reduce pro-
ductivity. My evfenings are
spentplaying badminton and
living in a medical college
campus, my co-players are

.students, some of whom are

pn his Twitter handle on May
25, 2025, stating that he is
only “presenting geographi-
cal facts that soirie rnay tend
to forget.”

If the former corridor
spanning from Dakshin Di-
najpur-(West Bengal-, In-
dia) to South west Garo
Hills (Meghalaya, India)
is snapped it would have a
significant implication for
Bangladesh, especially for
Rangpur Division arid north-
ern districts which have a

.population of f7.9 million of

that country’s administrative
divisions, covering an area
of 16,709.5 Sq. Km. North-
ern Bangladesh, particularly
Rangpur Division, could find
itselfisolated from the restof
the country, affecting trans-
port and connectivity. The
region depends on trade and
movement through India. A
separation could increase

logistical challenges and .

disrupt agricultural and in-
dustrial supply chains.

Bangladesh’s security
and. international relations
with India would be directly
impacted by such an event,
leading to potential diplo-
matic negotiations or ten-
sions. A sudden geopolitical
shift could lead to population
displacement, economic
shifts and access issues for
essential services.

Ifthe latter corridor which
connects South Tripura (In-
dia) to the Bay oi Bengal
were disrupted, it would
have serious, consequences
for Dhaka and Bangladesh.
The Chittagong Corridor is
a vital link between Ban-
gladesh’s economic capital
(Chittagong) and its political
capital (Dhaka). If severed,
Dhaka would lose direct
access to Chittagong Port,
which handles over 90 per-

less fitter than me. Many of
these smoke, thereby making
them less fitter than someone
much older than them. | have
treated patients in their 20s
who have developed cancers
and spend time in the hospi-
tal, rather than a college or
a playground. The prime- of
life is stolen from them.
Others have their live?
curtailed. According to the
World Health Organisation
(WHO), each year,, there
is a death due to tobacco
e veryb seconds. The
statutory :warnings on
tobacco products say.
that tobacco
kills but still
niariy con-
tinue to
con-

sume.

Prob-

ably this

is due to

the fact that

tobacco isa ‘slow

ekiller’. The number

of deaths due to Covid-19
were much lesser but- still
there was panic everywhere,

because there was immediate.

death of many patients.

In patients who do not
die of tobacco, the impaired
health affects the life.stylei
ironically, while the tobacco
industry portrays tobacco as

. the ultimate lifestyle prod-
uct, all that it offers is a
‘life of illness, poverty and
death. The economic im-
pact-of“tobacco use is often
understated’ with- a lot of
expenditure on a product
whicfi is,0f no benefit but
harmful. It destroys the life
ofthe user. Tobacco taxation
has had the maximum impact
on reduction of tobacch use
around the world. In India,
cigarettes are taxed under the
highest GST braeket(28%)
but several products such as
beedis and ehewable tobacco
escape taxation. The industry
markets tobacco in different
ways, using deception. One
ofthe ways is to sell a ‘mouth
freshener’along with which
tobacco is offered free, in a
separate unbranded packet..
World No Tobacco Day

cent of Bangladesh’s exter-
nal trade.,The logistical chal-
lenges Ibr'the northwestern
part of Chittagong Division
(including Brahmanbaria,
Comiilia. Chandpur, Laksh-
mipur, Noakhali and Feni)
would be cut offfrom south-
western part (which includes
Chittagong, Khagracharia,
Rangmati, Bandarban and
Cox’s Bazar).5
The strategic vulnerabil-
ity is that Bangladesh would
*face severe difficulties in
military and administrative
coordination, as the corridor
is a, key transport and supply
route. Given the recentrheto-
ric of Muhammad Yunus
around Bangladesh’s strate-
gic position, any disruption
to this corridor could esca-
late tension with India. This
corridor is often compared
to India’s Siliguri Corridor
(Chicken’s Neck) which
is even, narrower; making
it more vulnerable to that
country. These two scenarios
are purely hypothetical,' but
it is an interesting consider-
ation regarding how borders
shape nations, economies
and daily lives.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email

Power woes
In a power
surplus state

Editor,

I would through your pa-
per voice the disappointment
we have with the power
supply inourarea. While we
cannot speak about other lo-
calities of Shillong, but in the
semi urban locality we live,
in Sharing Lurh, near Maw-
blei Petrol pump, we are

is observed onmay 31 every
year, sinc.e 1987. An initia-
tive of the WHO, this year,
the theme.is “Unmasking
the Appeal: Exposing In-
dustry Tactics on' Tobacco
and Nicotine Products” and
aims to focus on revealing
the tacticg the tobacco and
nicotine industry use to make
their products look attrac-
tive despite being harmful.
The tobacco industry targets
young children because they-
will continue to use tobacco
for several years, and since
many ofthese tobacco users
live truncated lives, the in-
dustry needs younger people
to join the user pool.

.Tn Meghalaya, 47% of
adults use tobacco, as com-
pared to the national average
of 28.6% according to the
Global Adult Tobacco Sur-
vey (GATS 2016-17). Sadly,
33% of children aged 13-15
years use tobacco here. This
is very-alarming as these may*
endup living truncated lives.
The Government 6f Megha-
laya, through ajoint effort of
the Departments'of Health
and Education; has suc-
cessfully- implemented the
‘Tobacco Free Educational:,
Institution’(ToFEI) program
to curb use of Tobacco by
school students. As part of
this program, the school is
expected to ensure that no
tobacco product is sold in
and around schools (up to
a radius of 100 metres), no
teachers, (or other staff) use
tobacco in the school and
activities such as pledge
against tobacco use are taken
up on a regular basis by
the students. The students
have participated in rallies to
spread awareness about the
ill effects of tobacco around
the state and have conducted
a signature campaign to this
effect too.

The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy.
The tobacco industry uses
deception to steal people of
the prime, of their .lives, de-
stroy them and their families
and kill them. We need to be
aware and protect ourselves
and our young ones from
falling prey to the tactics
of the tobacco industry. If
tobacco is seen as a harmful
product, it may lose its ap-
peal and thereby bringdown
its use.

The writer is Surgical
Oncologist NEIGRIHMS.
Views expressed are per-
sonal: :Email surgonco(aj
outlook.com.
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facing daily power cuts. This
is not confined to our area
alone but the'entire Laitkor,
Mawlyngngad, and other’
adjoining villages which get
theirpower through the main
Station at Mawlyndep face
the same problem.

The$e are nptjust the one
or two hour outages, -which
are commonplace, but'the
power cuts last for as long
as 10-12 hours. ‘Consumers
have little recourse except
to call the complaints num-
ber, which oftentimes is off
the hook, and when we do
get through, the stock reply
given is, “Duh ka main line”
(fault in the main line).This
usually means 10-12 hours
of power suspension.

Workshops, construction
workers, woodworking and
steel fabrication units, home
Construction all come to a
grinding halt. This “Duh ka
main line,” problem is very
frequent. Ithappens twice or
thrice a week, which begs
the question as to how this
problem is allowed to persist
for so long..

One does wish that there
is a system in place where
the Institution/Corporation
responsible for the power
supply compensates the con-
sumer ifthe power cut is for
an extended duration. While
we are proud that the State
is a “Power Surplus State,”
we'll feel even'better if un-
interrupted power supply
is assured to all the needy
consumers.

Yours etc.,
R.l.Donn,
Shillong-21

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and net that of

The Shillong Times

What’s next, a
banana peel parade?

By Jack Syiemtieh

In the cbntext of- Megha-
laya's political climate, pub-
lic visits by leaders are often
criticised as mere photo opr
portunities,. However, visible
governance—such as recent
visits to major markets like
lewduh:—plays a critical role
in ensuring that leadership
remains connected to the peo-
ple and their daily struggles'.
Governance is not confined to
offices; it includes listening to
communities, and responding
with urgency and purpose.
When the Chief Minister visited
lewduh and announced Rs 21
crores for infrastructure im-
provement, it was a step toward
action, nottheatrics. Dismissing
such initiatives as publicity
undermines the importance of
timely intervention. Would
silence and inaction have been
preferable?

No Political Stunt!

Public engagements helpl
hold the administration to ac-
count. They encourage faster ,
redressal of issues and more
focused development, espe-
cially in places that have’long
been overlooked. Being present
in the marketplace when it is at
its busiest—during the day—
offers a clear pieture of real
challenges: overgrowdmg.poor
ssanitation, lack otsafeiy mea-
sures,' and infrastructure gaps.
While the idea of a night time
visit might seem dramatic, itis -
during, the daytime hustle thal
most issues are laid bare, Why
bother with the night? The day
,rewrites it anyway. Effective
governance must take place in
the light of day, where account-
ability is,visible, not hidden in.

and infant, deaths by around
30%. These figures represent
real-lives saved and communi-
ties strengthened — vyet, this
success story has received little
mublic or media atfention.'This’
achievement is the result of
consistent efforts in healthcare
outreach, improved medical
infrastructure, and awareness
campaigns* led by the govern-
ment and health workers. Such
outcomes are not accidental,;
they are signs of effective
governance and long-term plan-,
ning. It is time we shift our per-
-spective. Constructive criticism
is important, but so is apprecia-

(tion for meaningful progress.

As citizens, we should celebrate
success stories like the Rescue
Mission, which show what can
be achieved through focused
action and 'political will.

Uis often said that Meghala-
ya’s entrepreneurial ecosystem
lacks vibrancy due to limited
local purchasing power. While
there may be some truth to this
observation, it would be unfair’
and incomplete to assess the
state’s entrepreneuriaf'potential
solely on this basisMn fact,.a
closer look reveals that Me-
ghalaya has made considerable
' progress in recent years, with
strong support from the"gov-
ernment and a growing culture
of-innovation among its youth.
One of the most notable’steps
taken byrthe government js the

mlaunch pfthe PRIME initiative.
PRIME has created a.struc-
tured platform for nurturing
entrepreneurship insMeghalaya.
Through financial grants; men*
torship, skill development, and
networking opportunities, it has

the shadows. In the end, visible > empowered local,entrepreneurs

governance is not theatre—it is
a commitment to transparency,
community engagement, and
practical action.

m “Jaitbynriew"

In recent discourse, the
concept of jaitbynriew — of-
ten translated as ‘community’
— has come under criticism,
particularly with suggestions
that it has become a limiting
factor in Meghalaya’s politi-

to develop sustainable business;
es, not just for the local market
but also for wider regional and
national reach.. In conclusion,
it is inaccurate to view Meghat
laya’s entrepreneurial landscape
asweakor overly dependent pn
tourism. With ipitiatives like

. PillME and a clear commit-

ment from the government, the
state is steadily building a more
resilient and diverse economic

cal and economic evolution. - base. The entrepreneurial spirit

However, such a narrative
overlooks the deeper role -that
identity plays jn sustaining.
democratic accountability, cul-
tural preservation.'and inclusive
governance in a diverse state
like Meghalaya. The critique
that jaitbynriew functions as a
"cocoon of comfort" misrepre-
sents a foundational element
of Meghalaya’s political ethos.
Far from being a restrictive
notion, jaitbynriew has been
instrumental in shaping policies'
that protect indigenous! rights,
promote local representation,
and ensure that development is
not merely imposed from above
but co-created with the people
it is meant to serve. It is disin-
genuous to suggest;that political
parties shy away from reform
or modern economic planning
due to fear of backlash from the
jaitbynriew sentiment.

In fact, Meghalaya’s po-
litical leadership has* in re-
cent years, taken bold .steps
to integrate traditional values
with progressive development
models. Initiatives in tourism,
agribusiness, and youth entre-
preneurship ate increasingly
beirig structured to enhance
local value chains, rather than
simply- attract external spend-
ing. The MDA government has
actively promoted local culture
by supporting events and initia-
tives that celebrate Meghalaya’s
rich heritage. Examples include
the Culinary Cascade, which
showcases traditional Khasi,
Jaintia, and Garo cuisine, and
culturah festivals’that.highlight
indigenous music, dance, and
crafts. The government has
also supported artisans through
skill development schemes and .
provided platforms for local tal-
ent in tourism and handicrafts
sectors, ensuring cultural pres-
ervation alongside economic
opportunity.

“Tjirning a Blind Eye?”

In our society today, it has
become almost second nature
to criticise the government at
every turn. While holding lead-
ers accountable is vital in any
democracy, we often forget to
acknowledge genuine progress,
especially when .it happens at
the grassroots level. Positive
changes that directly impact
people’s lives rarely receive,
the same attention as negative
headlines. A striking example
of this is Meghalaya’s Rescue
Mission, launched in November
2020 to address high rates of
maternal and infant mortality.
Since its introduction, the state
has made remarkable progress
that deserves recognition. By
the financial year 2023-2024,.
maternal deaths in Meghalaya
had decreased by nearly 50%,

is alive and growing, and the
future holds much promise.
“Ground Realities?”

Some recent-dpinicih's have
criticised the MOA2J0feovern-
‘ment, suggesting thatit focuses
more on image than real devel-
opment: But this view misses
the bigger picture., While it’s
fair to raise concerns, we must
also look at the full effort be-
ing made, by the government to
develop; Meghalaya. First, Jthe:
idea that hosting festivals and
concerts is only for “optics” is
misleading. These events are
part ofa wider plan to promote
tourism and attract investment
to the state. In fact, they help
bring attention to Meghalaya
and open up opportunities for
local businesses and employ-
ment.

Next, the belief that the
government only wants outside
investment or sends people
away from the state is not
entirely correct. Encouraging
skilled' people to explore op-
portunities elsewhere is part of
today’s economy. At the. same
time, the state is also building .
local skills and supporting small m

. businesses through schemes.
and training. It is working on
both fronts — mside and oulj
side Meghalaya.

The issue of illegal coal
mining and corruption has
been raised many times. While
these are seriou matters, they
are still under investigation
and must be dealt with legally.
Repeating these allegations
without proof only spreads
negativity and doesn t help thel
public understand the full truth.
The government has triedto ex-
plain its side, and those efforts
should not be ignored. On the
other side, the VPP talks about

« reducing debt and being more
careful with spending. That is a
good idea in theory, but it could
be risky. Meghalaya has limited
income, and without some bor-
rowing, how can it build roads,
schools, hospitals, and create
jobs? Cutting spending too
much could slow down progress
and hurt essential services. We

. " should not think of governance

as a choice between “optics”
and “real work.” It takes a mix
of planning, investment, and.
public engagement to move
forward, MDA 2.0 has taken
steps not perfect,-but real
— toward improving tourism,
infrastructure, youth support,
and entrepreneurship.’

Ultimately, the decision
rests with the people, and it is
important that their choice is
guided by a well-rounded and
informed perspective, rather
than by limited or partial nar-
ratives.



