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| Freedom, Social Media -
CURIOUSLY but certainly, the reach ‘of socral
media has expanded beyond expectatlons The
: spread of mobile phones with intérnet links in recent
years created a wired commumty, .which has both
* information and entertainment on' their fingertips
~ without resorting to any additional communication
equrprnent With the Intemet hav1ng ‘become cheap,
_unlike in the initial years when the charges were
high, an information revolution of a high order has
been unleashed. Its reach has ¢overed all segments
“of the populatron the rich:and the poor, women
and'men, youths and the mrddle-aged and even the
elderly, educated populat1on and even the illiterate..
Alongsrde entertainment vrdeos are also available
by their millions — and in one’s own language
. Social medla s reach has affected not only the
PR rmpact of the prmt media but also. the visual medra
~.and more 1mportantly the news channels; and worse;
their advertisemerit flows too.-Some Youtubers on
- social media have a reach of millions, mint money,
-, by, the hour, be they social and polrtrcal commern-
' tators, -artists, cooking experts .0 sub_]ect-spec1ﬁc
. specialists: Anyone with a gift: of the gab“can be:
- :_.mﬂuencers on social med1a Having taken societies
" by storm, adrrumstrators are becoming 1ncreasmgly
L exposed vis-3-vis their irresponsible actions from"
. the village to national levels. What the establrshed
- media - with abundant restrictions put on them — fa11
. tosay, social media i ishere to hlghhght Understand—
E ably, ‘however, thére: cannot be a circus w1thout a
" ring, Rules governing’ the social media sector have
. been’ sketchy or limited so far: Many 1nﬂuencers’
o get away with their act. Feehngs strengthened that
“wearea free socrety, sans governmental controls
oon governmental criticism. However there are qu1te
a few 1nﬂuencers -who stretch the1r llmltS It is‘in |
o thlS context. that the central’ government now ‘seeks |
. to “expand comphance obligations of intermediaries
S w1th government issued directions and \mden the
- scope of regulatory oversight-over online contént,”
b 1nclud1ng news and current affairs by. non-pubhsher
> 'The ministry’ of electromcs and IT: has
" invited feedback from stakeholders on proposed
o amendments =which however are: stated in nddles
“=-and’ without sufﬁcrent clarlty In-sum, the: govern-
> ment: plans to brlng “user-generated dissemination
- of news content within the regulatory: framework
governrng drgrtal medra ethics.” The amendment S
— draft- provisions,-it said, ~would. apply to_news and
» current affairs content hosted, uploaded ‘modified,
' pubhshed, transmrtted stored, updated or shared on
- computer resorces of 1ntermed1ar1es by users who

- users.’

: }are not publishers.”.

: those in pubhc hfe; S

v ];Reﬂectlons on
“ the Shlllong
Internatlona
F11m Festlval

Edltor S :

" The recently concluded
_ - Shillong International Film -
- Festival is a welcome, and

much-needed initiative for

.1, Meghalaya. As highlighted
) in its. vision, the’festival .
. aims to.create a platform-

" ‘for cinematic exchange,
celebrate regional and global

U -storytelling, and" nurture a

" film culture within the state.”
Such intent is-both: trmely
clocand 1mportant espec1ally

" in-a region where access”

to diverse cinema remains

. 2 The Ministry: clanﬁes that the government ‘re--
- mains commltted to’ ‘ensuring-an open safe, trusted
- and accountable mternet for all users of Internet-
- enabled services.” *The intentions may ‘be good, but
. - the proof of the puddrng is in the eating; Atemptatron
-~ onthe part of the' government would be to 1nsulate
" itself from criticism, which it has effectively man-
~~ aged with the established media by way of muscle- |
- flexing from the highest levels. Social medra must
. be able rétain its freedom but at the same time, it is-
*.imperative that this:medium too is* :governed by a
- set of basic rules of publlc conduct For instance;"
"no ‘entity should get away with acts like spreading’
f“;mcorrect information, -or. motlvated defamatlon of

“absolute or sacrosanct: If:

-as Shaw Bhor, ‘where:the

.ing ‘beginning also raises

+ certain congerns. that merrt

attentlon :
More unportantly, the cu-

'.jratron of local films requires

serious teflection. A festlval
.- especially one that aspires toi

. ..be‘international,:carries the
-~ responsibility of presenting

the best of its region.. Unfor-:
+tunately; some of the local

" films, screened, ;including -

_Ahor and Kni; were clearly -

below the standard expected

_‘of a festival platform. When -

- placed alongside stronger

" regional works, the:dispar-’
ity became ‘evident. Such
'f selections not only dilute the

-overall quality of the festival

but also risk misrepresenting .
the true potential of local

-cinema to visiting ﬁlmmak-

limited. It was heartening to *

see audiences gathering over:
three days to engage with © -
* films beyond malnstream
viewing: |

Screenings of films such
as The Shape of Momo from
Sikkim, Kok Kok Kokook-
fromAssam, and Our Home
from Manipur brought depth
and perspectlve to the festi- -
val, reflecting the strength
and sensitivity of storytelling
v~ emerging from the Northeast
" _andbeyond. These sélections
1 demonstrated what-a well-.
+ . curated. festival experience "
* can offer films that stay with.
' you, provoke thought, and

- open conversations. -

4

ers and audiences, > -
If the' intention was to

‘hrghlrght local content, the

selectron process needed

‘to be'more thoughtful and.
rigorous, The fact that some ..
-of the films are already avail-

able on platforms like-Hello
Meghalaya further raises
questrons about program-
ming choices. If such- films

are to be included, they must "
_lrepresent the finest work

‘available, not merely: fill

“slots within the schedule. .. -

Curatjon is the backbone -
of any credible filni festival.

Itis not simply about assem- - *

blirrg films but about creating
a: cohesive ¢inematic expe- .

“‘rience that reflects vrsron,

_understanding, and sensi-

f.tiv1ty.:.,This responsibility

On Khal Idntlty Stat ad Socrl

Forest India’s Hidden

Customs are Emergent and Malleable

& “ By KttdorH Blah

Accordlng to the socral
evolutlon theory ‘of state,

people have existed prior . ° -
»lineage,' when there was a'
lack -of fémale members to -

to the:State, and the State.
arises.out of the need for a’

-neutral arbitrator of justice; -

Consistent with' this-school

of thought, history tells us -

that the Khasi people would .
choose a Chief/Syiem from

f outside the clans that made
up- that Hima/State in.order

to have a neutral arbitrator -

of dlsputes For example,
‘tradition says that the people .

of Hiha Mawsynram took a -
Chief/Syiem from the Maln-
giang clan from another

‘Hima, Madur. Maskut. The -
"divine origin story of the
‘Syiem clan of Hima Shyllong - -
mayalso be an allegory to the -
| realrty that the Syiem clan

was brought from outside *

-the Khasi clans. The Ri Raid -
.was the foundational v1llage

state and the Hima emerged
later. The'Ri Raid was'made

up of the clans whose econ-.
-omy ‘was:situated in- «clan’

land holdings. Moreover, the
Hima: was not’ permanently

“fixed, but rhalleable. It could -
be reorgamzed temtonally

Hima Shyllong was. reorga- -
nized as Hima Mylliem and

‘Hima Khyrim. Hima Sutnga

was expanded orassimilated.

“withthe J aintiapur Klngdom, e
:which was ruled at one time

by Brahmiin kings, until the
British annexed the ngdom
in 1835:and the King retired

to his homei in Sylhet. Mean-
‘while, the:Doloi: of Sutnga

was ‘used by the:British to

-impose house tax and income
‘tax_on‘the people which
~tr1ggered the rebellion led

by. Krang Nangbah. Today
we exist:in-a.very. different
political ‘Stateé; defined as:

‘a Constitutional Republic *

and a: “union of ‘states, with: .
tribal autonomy Further; the -
Khasis in Bangladesh today
have a different political his-
tory from'the Khasis in India.

Thus; the Hima or. State is”+:
not the base identity. of the
Khasis; but is-an emergent
,and malleable eentity.’ '

+The ¢ulture, which in-

;cludes social customs, isjusts
as emergent-and malleable -

as the Hima, hence they

‘can vary from.one Raid:to-

‘anothér, and from one Hima':
to-another, For example ‘the:
matrrllneal system: 1s not

it'was e1ther of these; then

,there would not have: exrsted -

among the Khasis llvmg m
Ri Bhoi, the custom known

Kha51 mén take wives from ™
among the non. Khasis, and *’
have their children take the
fathers’ surnames. Culture is

‘therefore dynamic, and cus-'

toms-arise.out of the chang- -

ing social dynamics of the

people. In this case, the Shaw’
Bhoi custom emerged out of .
-a need to preserve the clan’s

. lies heavily-on the curator,

*»who must approach the task -

‘withi seriousness, awareness;

~and:a clear. sense. of what =i i

constrtutes festrval-worthy
cinema.:

Another concernmg as<

-pect was. the lack. of basic’ .
-festival ethuette -Instances
-of screenings being stopped
‘before the end credits had -
‘rolled reflect a- dlsregard
“for-the craft.and. effort of .-
‘filmmakers. Such practiceés.
“undermine the dignity of the .
work being presented and

fall short of the standards -

expected from an event that

_identifies itselfas an mterna :

“tional film festival. - .*

- 1f the IPR" Department
: Government of Meghalaya,
_is truly committed to build--
“ing a:meaningful and're-

: spected film festival ecosys-
“tem, it is essential to involve

experienced professionalsin .
the process. Individuals who- -
have attended, programmed,

~ or participated in national

"and international festivals

" bring with them a deeper

- understanding :of curation;
~-audience engagement,-and *
the ethos of festival culture.

Their involvement would en- -

sure that the festival evolves -
with cred1b111ty and pur-
pose.
The~ Shlllong Interna-
tional ‘Film Festival is un-
‘doubtedly a step in the right
direction: But for it to grow-

_own, hence. the . Jrngrateh
: kur’- could have also serve
“to deepen the sense of be-

contmue the clan’s lineage;:

“to ensure the contrnuatlon of

the Clan economy. -
Moreover the Khas1 rdeas

: of matrilineality and its kur |
. based consangumlty known '
*“as “jingiatehkur” is not based

on:blood relatrons or DNA: .
This. modern DNA based-

’1nterpretat10n of nglateh- :

kur’isa mrsplaced appeal to
science for legitimacy.- This
‘is an 1nterpretat10n baséd'on
modern science which says::

" that offspring of parents who-.

share similar ‘genes” from

common ancéstors. have a
-high risk of: ‘homozygous
‘recessive genetic disorders.’

'. . S " . f
in all‘pof what We now call
Khasi- Hills, Jaintia Hills

misplaced errand to ‘appeal

-to ‘any kingdom or H1ma~: .
-to legitimize the idea that a.-
_section of the Khasi people\ -

namely the Pnar people,
.-not.Khasis s1mply because’

- they. had a political history.
~that was culturally and le-
-gally different from the rest
- of the Khasi States. This is
“a mlsplaced appeal to le-

g1t1macy ‘because the Hima
.or'Kingdom is an emergent

“and malleable reality, but the :
Clans are the base reality of
~.the Hima and the kur based .
_ consangulmty between them
" exists in all of the present day

‘The simplest proof of this’, Khasi Hills, Jamtra Hllls and

“is that Khasr social custom -
: allows me_ to cohabit’ with
- the daughter of my maternal*
.- uncle; but my'sister. cannot :
= not do the same with his son.
“Tni both-cases, the closeness

of the relationship is exactly

“the same ~ that of first cous-'.

ins. Therefore, Khasi custom':

of Jrngratehkur is not the -

same as thé - Western idea of
consangulnlty which: refers -
to-a union’ between close
blood relatives such as ﬁrst
cousins:or second cousins.,’

- Therefore; like the po-~;
lrtlcal state; the’ social :cus- |

toms . of , the Khasis may::

:have emerged out-of the
~need to.ensyre the survival

‘of the, ¢lan based. economy.

- which is situated on the clan -/
“land holdlngs, to- ensurethe :

contmurty of the clan lmeage
and to ensure that the’ wealth
- of the clan.is not diluted or :

'transferred The idea of ‘jin-
‘ g1atehkur could pos51bly be -

- to-enlarge the clan economy.
tby recognizing the different -
“clansthat emerged from th'
‘same clan- economy, 0
’mamtaln that economy over
ast geographical region. : -
“There is also the idea th
:“Clan. takes care.of it

longing, beyond territorial
- boundaries. There is also’ the -

- possibility that after a.section -
_of the clan wanders off to "
create their own €conomic -
nit, and, changes name acs

:cording to their new: geogra-

-7 phy ot functions, the primary ~
~clan’ wants: to ‘remind-them

hat they are part of the same =
‘economy. Just to. take one -

'example, :the” Kharshnng

“clan’s matnarch ‘was an alien: -

““woman who subs1sted inthe

Blah Clan; so there emerged

“Kur’ consanguinity between
\ the two clans.

¢ This base reahty of clarr

1 economy and village states,

‘out of 'which the ‘Hima or.
Khasi states emerged, exrsted

“cance, it must be guided by :
- informed choices, respect for ~
‘cinema,: and a comm1tment
“tor quahty

V1a emarl

: The Epstem |
Flles Fallout

Edrtor, S -

. Without a second thought
I belleve people everywhere - -
“stand in firm sohdarlty with
"Salil Gewali in response:
~to his recent letter on the. -
Epstein Files. People across :
-the world, I firmly feel, join
him -in condemning; in the -
“strongest. possible ‘terms,
~the-heinous. acts exposed
through the Epstein files—
acts that have shockingly
‘implicated individuals once’

held in the hrghest esteem -

and admiration.+ -
<What has now come’ to

hght through the disclosures -

linked to- Jeffrey Epstein is-

- not just a list of crimes. It

~is power stripped of con-
-science. The most- ‘unbear-

able truth is that children— -
. defenceless and irinocent— -

‘were reduced to objects of
“sadistic gratrﬁcatlon This

" is not scandal. This is evil.

The rage: people: feel today

_is"not only because-of one

“man’s crimes. It comes from
the sickening thought that
- well-known figutes—people”

into a platform-of signifi- *. “seen as leaders and role*

L -*ig Yours etc,,‘
s ‘;'Bamutlang Nongplur, v

RrBh01 , :
Slmllarly, _;ust as there

~also drverse social dynam»-
‘jcs which lead.to_diverse:
customs, such as thé above -

ﬁrentloned case of the. cus<

“tom of Shaw Bhoi: But this -
divetse social dynamic does -
‘not just span the length-and’ -
. breadth of the Iand, but' also .
of time.-First of all, there is -
“all 'kinds of* evidence that

~Khasi society has become:
;more: 1nd1v1duallst1c -The

first is private property. The
“Khadduh isnio longer seen as .
" just:the custodian of the-an="
cestral property The Khad-+
duh now inherits the ancess:"

tral property as her private

emergent customs.

~’Another major- sign. that :
Khasr _society” has. bécome
ore 1nd1v1duahstrc is the’;
, emergence of orphanag-
s, nursing homes, old age
homes, women led econom-
‘ic units and- srngle mother -
households These:were all
absent in.the. clan:based -
economy of; old where the,{
“father was .never seen as -
the- provider or head of the" -
-economiic: unit. So, even if!
‘the father. passed away or .

~separated- from the mother,

‘the children were not-left
“destitute; nor the mothers :
~. left to Jead the household, as -
‘the clan’ economy prov1ded‘};
- for both. Another major sign .
that Khasi society has be-

come” more 1nd1v1duallstlc

is the fact:that the Clans are #

~seeking legitimatjon through’

-statutory laws of the Au-’
‘tonomous Dlstr1<;t Councrl
~Another major change in’

- Khasi sdciety:is urbaniza-

tion, where single family .
un1ts from d1fferent clans;
vrllage states, and -Himas, .
settled in urban tpwns Ur-

models——may have moved:
around,. helped, or. gained’
. froma system-built on'abuse, -

. 'When ﬁgures we admired -
fall, they do riot fall alone; -
“they destroy the trust of':
‘many who ‘still beheved in:
“decency,.; ‘

"o Salil Gewali’s angulsh,.v
g1ves voice to. this shared: =
" pain. His pain is. the pa1n of
‘thmkmg of a child’s tears ig- :-
-nored their screams unheard.
‘It is the: grief 'of knowing :

_ that some victims lived, with

“their trauma for so long and-
so silently that death seemed”
kmder than living. These.are’

crimes that ‘do not end with:

: tr1als they leave scars for-

generatrons

‘Melinda. French Gates
of crimes, deservmg the,
> harshest punishment once
. guilt is established. Anything

* ispoke a simple truth: no girl
should ‘ever be subjected:to
such horror, “and that truth

must never be compromised.
As accusations are now be="..
“ing-discussed openly; even_{
““when they involve people.
at the highest levels of pow-
er; one thing must remain.
clear—justlce must be- fair,

- but it must not be softened
or silenced. When guilt is es-

tabhshed justice must stand .

firm. Many have been deeply
shaken by the-mention of

, people long seenas'moral or

 intellectual voices—names
once spoken with reverence -
rather than suspicion, What- - -
ever courts finally decide, the

shock alone is devastating. It

“reminds us that eloquence: -
and fame can exist alongside *

- gdmiration is dangerous; "/

‘ " “ban towns became meltmg e
" pots of diverse clans ‘and |.”
~ hubs of nuclear households.: |
. Anothér major change in

. Khasi'society that is a result
“and Ri Bhoi. Thus; it is a

- of all the above, is the I'ISC of

-~ father-led. Single household
économic units, where the:

father has more say than in
the: Clan economic wnits of:

' old.’Amidst thesé changes in
“ social dynamrcs, the culture
‘was bound to change but for.
“the same reason — the good of

the family economic unit.
‘The debate over whether

: matrrhneahty is sacrosanct’
. and absolute or whether Kha- | .
- sis can adopt their father’s:
. surname should be viewed
- from the point of view of the_

‘land provides only for the

».of separation. ™

households, rise in nursing’
homes; dilution of'the. clan’

_“economic unit, rise in smgle i
~'family economic units; itis |
‘not only. a good but 2 nec-
“"essary ‘Cultural ;progression’
that the' fathers take up the:
irespon51b111ty over the fam-"
~ily economic units:- Thus, it
“is-another misplaced ‘errand
f(to seek to freeze the culture’ |

-~ in a statutory law and to’
-property.. With the arrival =

of private property, the Kni-
or Maternal Uncle has also .
lost his' governing. powers:
~over the’ _property. These are -

-appeal-to that statutory law

“for, legitimacy of the“idea
’ that'a section of the Khasi
people is.not. Khasi simply
- because they have a cultutal
. progressron that'is dlfferent
_Le. that they take thé father” s

surnamie, Thé Sixth Schedule

“and the ADC’s were. not:
given to freeze the culture,'
‘but, to quote Nehru; to allow -
the Tnbe “to grow accordmg !

to their own genius.” ,.
The statement of object

méant to- “prevent clajms:
of Khasi status by . unscru=:
- pulous: persons: purely for:

~the benefits,: concessions:
- or privileges conferred on

:the' Khasis' as ' members -of

“the Scheduled: Tribe under
“the. Constitution of India.”

‘The Lineage Act has:done

“nothing to. this end, but has

- instead become a stumbling

- block for the Khasi society to.

grow: orgamcally accordmg

to'its own genius. It is time' |
“for the KHADC to repeal the
Lmeage Act; and to introduce:
“a law which will actually
. fulfil its statement of object
“and réasons; i.e..anAct for

“Prevention of Mlsuse of

| Matrrhneal System by Non- ‘

Khasis.

‘moral decay, and that blind

" Institutions cannot-es-

‘capé scrutiny either. The |

‘United States Department of

‘responsible for justice must

““act without fear or’ favour

If evidence exists, it must

“or'delayed. When justice
fears power, 1t stops bemg
; Justlce

In joining: Salil Gewall S

!call I urge people every-
Wheré torise in angry, unre-
Jlenting protest against crimes

-’committed against children.

“This canniot ‘be-allowed to
fade as a-momentary head-

must be treated as the rarest

less betrays the future. -

whether we stoodup—loud}

. and unafraid. Let our con-

+demnation be loud and clear.

" Let our empathy be real. Let
"out demand for justice not

fade. If we fail now, wé risk.
surrendering - ch111satlon
itself to darkness.

S

Yours etc.;

R - Jairaj,’
< o7 Via email ! [
]| names. Namdapha's vertical

Amdes and letters ap-
pearmg on this:page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
1 The Shzllong Times

family economic unit, and -
“the well bemg of the mother »
“ and children, i incase of death,
“.-of or separatlon from the,
- “father.-On- this note, T will

*only add that the law, of the .
1s .diverse. political hrstory :

~among the Khasis; there are “-husband/father to provrdev

financial assistance.to the:
- mother and chrldren in'case*

~In this time. of md1v1du- :
~-alism, rise'in destltute chil--
dren; rise in women led:

,pens “at this scale.
Justice and- every authority |

'not be hidden, weakened,

line. Crimes against children

‘This moment will judge |,
-us: History will femember
“whether-we looked away, or

‘Biediversity Crisis
= By Tanveer'Singh - = ="

Imagine” you are-a biolo-

gist walking througha forest

where the ground floor-is‘a

tropical rainforest and the
top floor. is a'Himalayan*
:snowfield - all within the -
- same ‘1,985 square kilome-

tres; smaller than .Goa, and -
'packrng more’species per:
_square kifometre than al--
‘most anywhere élse in Asia. -
And yet, entire floors of this
bulldmg have riever had a. =

scientist set footinside.
- Scientists worldwide dis-

44 every single day. North-

cast India, covering. Justi-.
‘7% of India's land area,:is -

quietly push1ng well above

its weight in that global . .
count.-In 2024 alone, this
‘dne corner. of the. -country
gave science three new frog

genera, &’ blue ant unseen: -
in any record since 1902, a ..
'c1cada with butterfly’ wings, -

.anda leafless, orchid. These. .
oy ‘weren't just new species. -
each was so different. from

everything already known
that researchers had to invent

entirely new. categories just -
to file them. Like discover- -
ing: not just ‘a new: book
in the lrbrary, ‘but:a whole "
new section that the library. -

never had a“shelf for.And-
somehow; this library keeps' :

addmg new:sections every

single year. So the question

'worth askmg is: why here?
‘To answer that, you have
o start small = with a single " * -

park in Arunachal Pradesh.:
thatis, in many, wdys, the

most. extreme example of '
‘everything Northeast India
:representsBecause there
.is not justany forest. This
‘forest has ‘been waiting to
-become'a-UNESCO. World
Herltage Site since. 1986, '
_ nearly four decades ona lrst,
‘still' not inscribed, because
the world hasn't fully figured
out what to do with-some--
| thing this extraordmary The -
‘one- that holds-over 1,000

and: reasons of the Linedge | P fant species and 1,400 ani-

- Act claims: that the Law:is

mal speciés’ wrthm a single

boundary. The-only-park on.
the planet where all four b1g )
‘cats - tiger; leopard,. snow
‘leopard, and clouded leopard
‘~'share the same forest floor,
like a neighbourhood where .
‘lions, cheetahs, jaguars, and
panthers all live on the same
street: That simply does not’
‘happen- anywhere else on
Earth: This ‘is Namdapha“«t
National Park, Arunachal
‘Pradesh = and it.did not be-

come this way by chance.
:The 'secret lies in geog-

;raphy -and Northeast India
has an unfair advantage of it. -
This region sits at the colliz :

sion’ point of two of Asia's

‘greatest biodiversity zones - -

the Himalayas pushing down

“from the north and the Indo-

Burma hotspot. extending

-|.up :from the south,-Species *
from‘both zones meet here, .

overlap heré;:and in some

cases. evolve-into entirely
...| new .forms here. There is
‘nowhere else on Earth where

this particular collision- hap-‘

At the centre of that col-

hsron sits-Namdapha el-

evating. from 200-metres’
at its lowest"point ‘to 4,500

metres-at_its, highest, all.
within the same boundary..
To put that in perspective,:

that is roughly the'differ-
ence between standlng atsea

level in Mumbai-and stand-~
‘ing ‘at the top -of a peak in

Sikkim; Each altitude band

has its. own temperature, 1ts\
‘own rainfall, its own set of
_creatures that have never
- needed to travel up or down
to survive. The tropical frog -

at 300 metres has.never met

.the moth living at.3,000 me- -

tres. They are neighbours on
amap but strangers in every
biological sense. . -

That separatlon is exactly

‘what makes new species
p0551ble When two' popu-’
lations of the same .animal
get physically. cut off from’
each other by steep terrain. :

for thousands of years, they
stop, interbreeding. They
start evolving independently,

‘adapting to their own little
world. Until one day, the dif- .
‘ferences between them are

so large that science has to

give them entirély different - - :
~question is no_longer why : -

terrain has essentially been
running:a ‘species-making

‘machine; uninterrupted, for . -

millennia - and we are only
now beginning to discover

cover - around 16,000 new’
‘species every year- roughly

: the results;

“up its secrets easily, - but
“when it does; they-arrive. in-
clusters:In 2024, researchers

patkaiensis; Alcalis fontina= -+

. hs and: Nidirana- noadrhmg
= each so.different” from "

ian,ythmg previously known ° 5
“that-scientists had to create.”* -
-entirely new genus catego-. ...
.*+ ries just to’classify-them.”

“Think of if like finding three:~
-.new fruits that don't belong
. to any: existing family - not -
“a-new type of mango, but
something that.makes: the:
-entire mango’ family look
incomplete. :

‘But the frogs were not
even the most dramatrc story
-from: this park The Nam-

dapha flying’ squrrrel had- -~
been. mrssmg since, {981 :
~ known to science, from a
_single. collected specimen’ -
- when a team launched 10 .-
,‘;Vseparate expeditions span- -
~ning 79 days, shining torch-+ -
~es.Into ttees every night, "~ .
 searching for glowing eyes
~inthe dark.They finally spot=" - -
teditin2022. A creature that -~
.had effectively been a ghost™. =1
for 42 years; still alive in the -~
_canopy. It remains Critically - - /.
Endangered - its identity still
‘not fully confirmed without -
DNA comparison against..
~ that single 1981 specimen,: * . |
in Kolkata. And thrs is Just Sl

‘one park::

:leaf, was added to the IUEN:

. ‘endangered list the same day =
~iit was formally described. <
Science :is not drscoverlng Y
. Northeast India - it is finally
: catchmg up to it.::The ques-."+ .-
ition is whether it is catchmg e

‘up fast enough.-

probably not.

nipur - account for 60% of

‘India's entire tree cover loss -

‘between 2001 and. 2023, & -
" The region producing the - .-
_‘most’extraordinary biodi- . -
‘versity discoveries in-the | -
“country is simultaneously-. '
“.losing its forests faster than .~ -
anywhere else in India: As- - .
‘gam’ ajone¢ has lost 340,000 "
“hectares. Mizoram, 334,000,
, Nagaland -268,000.Each . -~
hectare lost is a ‘floor of that .-

-multi-storey building, sealed

got to open the door. -

‘decades -of ‘deforestation

before the world ‘noticed - . -
"~ and by the time it did; 17%.

‘was already gone, tr1gger— ol
<ing droughts across South - ]

- America, disrupting rainfall

Ufpatterns thousands of kilo- -7
‘metres away; and-pushing .-
- the entire ecosystem toward -
a t1pp1ng point it may-never- -
_recever from. Northeast In= """~

"dia is not the Amazon. It is

. smaller,, qureter and receives.

.'a fraction of 'the-attention.:

. That is precisely what makes - -7,
“it more vulnerable, not less. " .
-+ The!leafless orchid - .~
-named- and endangered on " -
‘the same ‘day was.niot an -~ "
:anomaly - it was a pattern.’ -
;TheNamdaphaﬂymg squir- - o

‘rel survived 42 years as a

| ghost because its forest was. . "

““intact enoughto hide it. That -
- : condition is no longer guar-"-- .
“anteed. Somewhere'in the - -
‘unexplored- altitude bands - -

above 1,500 metres, there

: are creatures that science has _
inot named yet, calling from ..
marshes that. no researcher-: -7
'has waded inito. Some of -.) §
‘them may disappear before. SO

anyone gets the chance;

"~ {Northeast India is not "}
-waiting to be dis¢overed. It .-

“has been here all'along - pro-
* ducing life that the rest of the
‘world has no words for. The

Namdapha does hot g1ve A

found three new frog species
* in its'marshes '~ Gracixalus . = .|

Zoori ot to the broader I
“Northeast and the- pattern’
" repeats. A blue ant in Ar- _.°
“unachal Pradesh so vividly . -
‘coloured it was mistaken for 7.’
* a jewel - the first of its kind . -
recorded in the subcontinent
~in’121 'years.A’cicada-in =
% Meghalaya with:butterfly = .
:wings that the-local Garo .-
. communlty had known for
generatrons, butscience had =7
".;neveronce named. A leafless -
‘orchid in Lohit district, flow- oo
éring 'without a smgle green

-The honest answer 1s . i
Five northeastern states?

rAssam Mizoram; Arunachal S
Pradesh Nagaland, andMa- - -

‘shut forever before anyone SR

. Think of it this way, The .
j~Amazon fainforest took.. [

»
-

3

. 3

Pt

.here. The question is how o

‘much longer.

However, this: promls- :

Sy

e

&0 (Tanveer Szrigh is Fzrstd
i year BTech Student, Plaksha:
- University, Mohal)) .~ -
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Drugs and Mental Health

MEGHALAYA has about three lakh drug users
which makes it about 10% of the population. Statis-
tics matter but too often they become just numbers.
Society still does. not feel the need to discuss why
the youth take to drugs or to play a'more pro- -active
’ role in counsellrng the youth and helpmg them to,
get out of the grip of this vice. Some take tb drugs
to alleviate their anxieties caused by myriad rea-

- sons particularly while negotiating the turbilent
. adolescent years. Parental expectations without
_the support system that the .child needs especlally

at homeé — namely understandmg, empathetlc sup-
portive parents who are willing to accept that their
child cannot be a topper in class, are what push many

' young people to seek. temporary refuge in'drugs. -

~The absence of a safe space in the home where

".adolescents can speak their minds and know they.|

will be understood and not judged is what pushes

the young to drugs. And once they start it is'a tough.

call to get them back on track. What follows is'seri-
ous mental health problems. It cannot be denied that

life is tough and the young understand it, but, our

: education system.is so bereft of life skills where the’
young can learn to cope. with dlfﬁcult challenges

. Mast often parents are least equipped to deal with |
their children because they don’t come down to the
level of the child and see the world from their pomts
‘of view and through their lenses. -Counsellors and |
educators in Meghalaya share their concerns about
young people who struggle with depression, anx1ety‘
disorders, -low self-esteem especially when they
‘see. others n the class easily imbibing the lessons
- faught whlle they struggle to understand thé same.
‘As a result, those who fall through the cracks tend
‘to withdraw and 1solate themselves from the peer
group. From then on if that _youth isnot counselled
he/she will be ona downhlll mental slide. The young
confess that they use drugs to cope with academic |-
-pressure, with identity (transgenders) broken love
‘affairs and parental pressure. In‘a sense, parents of |
today need counsellrng ot how to parent therr chrl-
: dren without driving them round the bend..
.:Thé problem with drug addiction is that 1t pushes
:the dependent to commit other crimes to ‘support
the addiction. Policing alone does not help Some
'senior’ advocates have. stated . that drug carrrers/
,peddlerszshould not be defended and: shOuld Tot:
in prison since their aim. is to’ destroy young lives.”
. ‘Otherwise, what ‘happens is-a ‘normalisation’ of |
- the legal rrgmarole Adrug seller i is arrested, put in
. ail, gets bail and'is’ back to the same trade. What is
Gl 1mportant is a societal response to the crrses As of
" today, drug users are scorned.and stlgmatrsed And
" _there are too few: rehab111tat10n centres to accom--
‘modate the large number of users: What S needed»
are recreatlonal spaces in every dorbar shnong where

‘ those caught-in ‘this-vicious trap can get the right

i kmd of. counselhng and handholdmg as: they trace
. back their steps to a life restored. Drug addrctlon

“does not afflict only the addict. It afflicts the entire
society because everyone suffers in some forrn orthe

_ - “other. Families are afflicted. by anx1ety and fear and

“feel helpless even as family peace disappears: and‘

S the siblings of the addict suffer emotional trauma..
: It’s time for society to ‘come together and addressﬂ
. this issue with the senousness it deserves else our.

"youth potent1al is destroyed s

Ward’s Lake &
Other Herltage

- Sites?
Edrtor, S

<. .Every mommg,aslgo for
-~ a walk along Ward’s Lake; 1
- . am appalled to see ‘the state”
“to which the lake and its

: grounds have been reduced.”
Gone. are the days of calm:

- serenity and tranquility that -
~once greeted visitors upon <
enterrng, today, it is turn-;
-ing into an ‘exhibition site.

- There seems to have been'a

. steady decline in the upkeep,

* of the lake over thé past few

years.’
Today, the lake has be-

come 4 permanent venue’
- for fairs and exhibitions. Its

grounds have been dug up,
with lawns and flower beds

.- reduced or replaced by multi-
“. coloured gym equipment and
temporary structures for

events. As soon as one event
¢oncludes, preparations’ for
the next begin, with such ac-

B

tivities occurring throughout '

- the'year.

... Surprisingly, the bound-~
ary grills ‘have also been

~ covered with hessian sheets,

- preventing people from even

" catching a glimpse inside, ;.

Large iron sheets have been
erected at the entrance, des-

ecrating the lake’s old heri-"

‘tage 1pok. The. ‘buildings o
“’Shillong Club seem-to-be
- encroaching closer each day. 25
“Meanwhile,. plans to repair-
- and restore the old bndge are.
gathermg dust: - .
coosnIf ane exhlbltlon srte is ;
vtruly needed, why isthe land
opposite the éntrance—once
- part of the Deputy Commis-
*sioner’s: compound—being ::

,\

developed into another com-~..

- mercial ‘complex instead of

being used-for exhibitions or-:
as a parking space?.
- Somewhere,:our policies

and plannlng appear to be de-~ -
* stroying the legacy we have .
. inherited. We seem to be in -

a selling spree. First, it'was.
the ‘pristine Umiam Lake,

and soon Ward’s Lake and
Lady Hydari Park may also

 be at risk. The old botanical ...
- ‘garden exists only in name -

and has become a safe haven
for stray animals. -
-~This is a tragedy unfold—

' mg before our very eyes, and |

sadly; there is little public -
outery. Mature trees—some -

-perhaps centuries ‘old—are
_being cut down in the heart
“of the city. Heritage sites,
~“are being converted into
-commercial projects,; and

laws-and regulations are-

- being diluted to allow. multi-
‘storeyed buildings to come

up in.every corner. Com-

- mercial structures are being
permitted within-residential
-areas, and public spaces are:

~| with' the local ‘population.
But around 2,000 years-ago, ’
“this mixing largely ceased, -
leadmg to:the highly én-= «;

{ as the system"hardened, it
“also created the -danger of :

Reassessmg Genetic Llnks 1n Nothest '

Indla' Ev1dence VS. N arratlve

When I saw the title “Kha-

sis share a- much deeper,

biological link with the In-

do-Gangetic plains,” 1 was.

gregtly intrigued. Upon a

little searchmg, I found that
this story is based onthe 2026 -

paper “Admixture and Génet-

ic- Connectivity:~Autosomal .

Insrghts into Indo- Aryan

Speakers at the Eastern Edge -
of the Indian Subcontinent;” -

written by at .
itten. by ajteamled by‘ created the danger of genetic -

“disorders persisting within’
a population; it also froze
the country’s demographlc‘

Gyaneshwer ‘Chaubey,
professor at-Banaras Hindu

University. The argument :

.made in this paper is that the

Indo-Aryan population in -
-Assam, i.e., casfe Assamese, ..
has more genetic- llnkage‘

with Indo-Aryan groups from

‘the’ Gangetic plains like the -
Harijan and Kol groups, than

the local nearby. groups, i.e.,

Bengali (Indo-Aryan) and.
Nyishi-(Tibeto-Burman),.:

‘These revealed 'some very
important 1nslghts into’the
history. of Assam: and the
‘region, :

‘ Harrjans are 'what we call’ :
‘Dalits and were traditionally -
‘known as “Untouchables.” -
Now, ‘the 1nterest1ng thmgz
about-this: group.is that al="

‘though.its members now

invariably speak the local | -
Indo-Aryan language in the -~ .
- Gangetic plains, genetically.
they are more related to: °
:Dravidian’ speakers ‘There :
-are already papers.thatreveal :
show:Indo-Aryan. ancestry {
ancestry connected to

(i.e,.
the Steppe in Central Asia)
is ‘much hlgher -among the -

Asian ancestry (i.e.; “more’
Dravidian-related) is greater
‘among the lower castes-like’
‘the Dalits. So, when ‘the

‘Indo-Aryan people.arrived 1n'f'

South Asia, they already had

a rudrmentary caste’ system, ;

“but there was. some mjxing -

“dogamious caste System seen.
-today, where people ‘married. -
within theirown caste. ‘Who
We. Are”and How . We Got..

018)’ by Davrd Re-:
ich is an‘incredible book for’
understandmg the evolution -

‘the: caste’ system. However,*

recessive genetic disordérs”
‘becoming more: common
within a givén group

In hospitals'in —"Tamrl

'Nadu “before ‘administering

anesthes1a, doctors -would -
ask patients their caste: This
is because it has been discov- -
ered that'the Chettryar caste, "
Wthh is-a'Vaishya ortrading -
caste, can be fatally allerglc

-to anesthetic agents This par--

‘ticular community’ also ha:

an infertility problem. All of-

this has been connected to th
_practice of consanguinéou
-marriage, Where. a boy-can "
- Marry his mother’s brother’s

""mcreasmgly being conv rte d

At this raté, it w1ll not
“be: long ‘before the few re-
maining old characterlstlcs
voof Shlllong—whlch we all~
cherish so‘deeply--are lost
forever. Although the-gov=

ent, concemed citizens must*
contmue to raise: thelr voices
- 50 that such pohcres can.be
reconsidered arid halted: We.
“cannot allow: the heritage of
Shlllong to’ drsappear for-
ever.- S
: Yours etc
.. B. Dutta:
o Shlllong—
Publlc pamc over
LPGKYCin :

wartime
Edrtor, AR
" War. in Western Asra ‘has
put people across the country
on edge: Well, an advisory
from ‘the: District Commis--
sioner’s office in ‘Shillong
about ¢ KYC and Digital .
Authentrcatlon Compliance;
(DAC) has only added fuel:
to the fire, pushing an already
tense public into near-panic,
8o much so that; for:several.
.days, many have been’rush-
ing to stand.in line since-
early.morning-outside the.
offices of gas agencies in the -
town. Infermittent rain did
not dampen their determina- -

upper castes, ‘while South‘

V‘Aryan groups. The man

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

‘daughter his father’s sister’s.
daughter, or even his sister’s.
daughter. This has-led to -

the transmission of genetic

their own group,” -
While the Caste system has

legacy. In other words,. it is

.genetlcally pure, but the pro=

portions of different lineages -
vary. In'the case of Harijans:
and other lower castes, they:
- have less Indo-Aryan ances-
‘try: But as one goes hlgher up-”
. the caste:ladder, the propor-
tion of Indo-Aryan ‘ancéstry”
becomes more prominent.::

So, I am-surprised that this
; group is. be1ng cons1dered

possible to identify which’
_genetic lineage a certain caste: !
or group belongs to. No par- -
ticular group canclaim to be -

- this: passage says.- Flrst a:

Assam have greater affin-
ity with other Indo-Aryan
groups'in North India than

i . .with surroundin
disorders that have become - g groups

common within the group;-
a pattern offen seen'in com- -
munities that. marry Wwithin -

from the Northeast. That .
does not mean there was no
-admixture with local groups
that have greater affinity with -

- East and’ Southeast Asian.

communitiés.- In fact, about -
24% of the ancestry comes
‘from the latter group: This-

“appears to have taken place

between 2,000-1,500 years
ago. This mixing, however, ‘
is'much” more recent: cotm-

happened much earlier. This
.is reflected in the passage:
“Interestlngly, this propor-
tion closely. resembles- that -

-of Aystroasiatic’ (Mundari) -

-of the' Austroasratlc popula-
thnS S <E SR f\\'
There are a few thlngs

“T he other group, Kol, is an Austroasmttc v
speakmg mdtgenous tribal group. T hey are
’related to other Munda populatzons an

plateau, where they a: e sttll found today

~Indo- Aryan But maybe this -

“tion was still happening. Th

years makes this possi
more plausible.”

~The other grou Kol is"

an Austroas1atlc =speakin

'md1genous trrbal group. They :

-are related fo other Mund
;populatrons ‘and h1storlc
-the term ‘was-used:for, non:

- group was from a time when
. mixing between Indo-Aryan.
- groups and the local popula- * the group. mentioned here is i

time period of around 2,000

ndo-Aryan groups: found
in the Chotanagpur plateau,:.

31m11ar m1xture happene

.- among: Austroasiatic- people ™

and the local population. But -
Munda; not Khasi, Secondly;

his® m1xture is older:; This-
:claim comes from amreatliér:

Ctte, Wthh is’ c1ted in.
026 papet. Wher: your

pared to similar mixing that -

Chaubey-led paper there are "
*also some important points

- to consider. The fact that the
. Indo-Aryan group that arrived
‘in the Northeastis more simi-
lar to Kol (an Austroasiatic-
group like Munda and Khasiy
and Harijan; (who ‘speak an
- Indo- -Aryan language but
are’ genetically more relat-
ed to Dravidians) suggests
: that they were: originally
not Indo-Aryan, but rather
- groups that origirially: inhab-
ited the Gangetic plains—i.e.,
‘Dravidian. and Austroasratrc,
populations. This had already
béen indicated by linguistic
‘and archaeologrcal evidence,
and now appears fo be sup-’
ported by genetlc evidence’
“as well, as seen in this paper.

" Over time, they adopted Indo--

Aryan language and Vedic -

|
populatlons, although the~ culture; This is the group that

- timing of ‘admixture in-the .
" Assamese Indo-Aryan group
~is considerably later than that

came 1o the Nottheast and
- mixed with local populatlons :
“there. This is what I can infer-
from the paper, which in’

‘many ways confirms what is | -

-already known. In the preface
~to Homiwell Lyngdoh’s 1937‘

~book ‘Ka Niam Khasi’; there |,

L was already 1nk11ng of how
India was populated by- d1f-~

around 2, 000 1 500 years
ago, when the’ Indo-Aryan
entered Assam the Brahm

the;2019-paper; the-admix- -

: ure was not. between the”

Bob’s Banter

- B el

siR -

By Robert Clements

Are You Between Two
Thieves? -

As. Good Fr1day ap-ﬁ"::
proaches there is one picture”
that quietly settles into the’ -
mind: Three crossesonahill. -
One in the centre. Two on.ei-
ther side. And in the middle, .
aman who had done nothing -
‘wrong, placed between twq :

who had. ::

“Now pause there Because .
that picture is riot just hlstory :
It is happening every smgle»

day ‘Not ‘with crosses per-
haps but w1th labels. -

defend To correct every
~-whisper and evéry raised -
&yebrow. We want to ﬁx the s
- picture immediately, '

“Hedidnot.. . " i
" He allowed. the world to‘- =

'-mlsunderstand him com- -~
pletely. For'a while, the =

label seemed 10 win. The

_scene looked convmcmg %
‘Three criminals, one in the
-middle.; Casge’ losed But' -

.only for a.while::Because

“truth does not- depend on, .
, public- oprmon Tt depends
¥4 on what is real "And what is . -
-~ We.have perfected a- o
strange art; ' We do not need -~
proof: We only need prox1m- £
ity. Place a good person next
to the wrong people; and we
have already decided what'
‘he mustebe. No- investiga-
tion” requlred No ‘questions

‘real has' a' strange,‘ {libbo
hablt of rising.
on’ the third-

asked. Just a neat little con--ment.-N.

the wrong crowd ‘and
become the crowd:

Saves tlme ‘Saves eff,prt

clusion tied up with a ribbon - -b;
of. assumption. Stand Wwith - “men

- It is an efficient system

“today.' The term “Kola” is
in fact mentioned in the Rrg‘”
Veda;the oldest Hindu scrip=

ture composed in the Punjab

region between' 1500 and

‘ofithe genetic landscape of " 1000 BCE. This was the

India and-the ossification of .

period when Indo-Arya
* groups had arrived in Indiz
This: suggests that ‘Austroa
“siatic groups. were-found:a;
far as ‘Punjab, ‘where the
came into contact with Indo

Austroasiatic words that hav

- proof of mteractron between i
- the'two groups.: So, ‘unleéss
there is another caste group -

This date is nnportant‘ p

“because it was around 4,000
. -years:ago that the Khas1 and.

Mimnda shared alast commo

“ancestor, suggesting that this .
~ was the point at which the

also the ‘same period when

ettlements began to'develop .

around Lum Sohpetbneng
elyrng most probably. o

the.'stone- tools . produce
in Myrkhan ‘as: d1scovered

~ known as Kol (thereis infact - po

~such a caste).it is surprising .
that this group'is considered--
Indo-Aryan. Yes, at one point -
n-time, they were in: the

Gangetic plains; bu

were nof Indo-Aryan: -
“Now, commg’ back to th
paper, it argues that Indo

‘In"several. instances, peopl

“have had to'stand in"queues
“for. over.5:t0 6 hours; .often -
_wlth little clarity about the

process or timelines.: Some

~ also-complained about th
ernment may’seem indiffer-

snappy: behaviour of offic

“staff, who lose their cool when .
consumers make. humble;;
~queries about authenticati
- Forelderly citizens, " dail
. wage earners, and those with-
~health concerns; the'ordealis -

extremely stressful. Needless’

'to say, one single day spent in:
"'a queue often means a day s
' livelihood lost. -
. Keeping in v1ewthe Severe z
~trouble faced by consumers, I~

Arge the agencies to arrange
1 6-KYC authentication.at the

. “cyhnder delivery points,”:

“using laptops, with:internet
yconnect1v1ty obtained from, g
nearby houses on a nomi- .
nal payment. Yes, mobile
‘verification units or tempo--
. rary ‘help desks in localities
would make life much easier, .

“eliminating overcrowding at

agency offices.. This would -
‘save ' poor consumers from .-
. heedless sufferlng and ha--
,rassment :

‘Also, if possrble, the hon= .
‘ourable DC’s office may .
consider issuing a notifica~

tion to "defer KYC hassles"

‘for another couple of months ,
until the situation arising.

from the wat’ is resolved:

Aryan—speakmg groups :

“advisory issued by the Gov-
~ernment .of India’s agency, -

“are not mentloned in th
paper, except ina graph for

tlon'to complete the mands-" Co
 tory comphance procedures.

Requlres Public
Attentlon i

As we are already w1t-
essing rising cases of cyber

: fraud through messages on

‘our mobrle phones; another

CERT-In, on 26 March 2026,
‘deserves-serious public at-
tention. It highlights sig-

_-nificant vulnerabilitiés found .

in-Apple: devices-such as

‘iPhories; iPads, Macs, and "

Apple Watches.
~This may appear: to be a
:routlne technical’ warning,

‘but it concerns the safety of-

personal ‘and financial infot-—

“mation that most of us store /

on our devices; Today; our
mobile phones and comput-

érs are not just communica- . ~-
 tion tools—they’ often contain: ™
banking and other sensitive . =
details, official documents,. -
personal photos, -passwords, .
- and. identity-related data. If-
“such information is exposed,
it may lead to financial loss,
1dent1ty theft and long-term‘ ‘

i, - these weaknesses to_bypass-
. security systems, gain una
thorized access;.and ‘even in:

" be wise forall of us to remain

These are such fasc1

1ng questlons, the answers

- to ' which I don’t know:if we
will ever get. But the paper;.

" “Admixture and Genetic Con-’

g }nect1v1ty Autosomal Insights

- into Indo- -Aryan Speakers at' |
'‘the Eastern, Edge of the Indian

 Subcoritinent,” does give oc--
“casion to-imagine; the:past
and to reflect on how history,
s shaped by contingencies.

~~It’s not possible to go back to”

the past, but understandmg it

yber attackers may’ exp101t~

erfere with device functions;
More: worrying. is’ ‘that- such
attacks can happen silently, -
~ without the tiser’sknowledge; -
untll harm has’ already been’

“In'this si atron 1t WQuld:

“cautious: Many* people tend
to ignore software updates,
 thinking they are unnecessary
- or time-consuming: However,
‘these updates are released’
specifically to fix. such 'secu- "
“rity ‘issues. Ignoring them is
* similar to.leaving one’s door
unlocked
-Ifeelitis unportant for us:
to update our devices without.
“delay, Avoid Clicking on
“Unknown Links, install-apps:
“only from trusted sources, and
‘use strong. passwords along.
iwith availablé security fea-
“tures. Such advisories should,
.beitaken sericusly, and timely
action.can help prevent avord-
able rlsks :
B Yours etc., o
Jairaj,
( Via emall

Artlcles and letters ap-
pearmg on this’ page are
| the views-of the writers/
-authors and’ not that of |
Thé Shillong: Times . *

-any effort: "

bels Liar; Fraud: Cheat. -
' Words . thrown casually,

khke confetti at a wedding,

except this confetti does not:*

“fall away. It‘strcks Tt:clings.:

It settles into your name and
refuses to leave ‘
~““And once stuck, it deﬁnes

‘you ‘in the eyes of the world. -

“ The tragedy is not just that

people label yop. The tragedy

is how quickly others accept
the' label Nobody’ pauses t0 .

-ask; “Is this true?”. We pre- -
e fer, “It sounds about right.”.
‘ ;There is a strange comfort .

in believing the worst about "

| someone. It gives us-a’sense

of moral supenorrty w1thout

+ “And that:i what makes

: that Good Friday scene so

powerful. Tt ‘was not just”
about pain. It:was’ ‘about’
perception: An innocent man -
deliberately: placed t ‘between *+

-two'criminals! The méssage

to the crowd was simplé and -
effectlve Look at: h1m One
of them e

© No speech requrred No

, “explanatron needed Just
'placement :

And the crowd beheved

vlt' RS

Whrch tells us somethmg

uncomfortable about our- -

selves.-We ‘are not just vic-.
tims of labels."We are also".

fenthusrastlc d1str1butors of

them. We see three crosses-
and quickly form a “conclu-
sion. We rarely ask who the
man in the'middle really is.
Bt here is'where the con-

‘nectlon becomes beautlﬁllly
,clear ‘
~Jesus’ d1d not ﬁght the

label in that’ moment. He
did not shout from the cross;
“Excuse me, wrong group-

-ing.” 'He did not request'a

rearrangement for: clarity.

‘| He did not issue a statement

drstancmg himself from the
two on either side. -
Hestayed. = =~ -
" “And that is perhaps the

_most difficult thing for us to
“understand. When wrongly

labelled, our first instinct

isto protest To explam To

“beén’ there ‘Noton'a hll
w1th crosses, butm ‘rooms;
'offrces societies,. What-
sApp groups and whlspered o
sconyersations:. OQur, names: - -
,,dropped casually into stories. -
~we were-never part of. Our

-intentions: m1sunderstood T
.Our character questloned

you share hrs thoughts Smllei
| politely at someOnefwho,‘ is
known 'to be’ dlfﬁeult and -’
suddenly you are part of his:;
inneér circle: Be seen having -
| coffee with a man who hasa..
reputatron for cutting corners -
and your own reputation be- -
‘gins 1o wobble like:a badly"
made charr inja government' :
office. 7 - = e
And w1th it ‘come: the la— .

,may stick. People may- -be-
‘lieve it. The plcture may: -,
look convincing. You-may. - -
“even beginto doubt yourself,
which is the most dangerous - .-
‘“part of all.' When you start. - -

not spend your energy chas-
:/ing every opinion. ;
- Stay ‘who, you are Be-.--

easrer-to label than to learn.- :
For aseason,the label -

seerng yourself through the-

“eyes of those who misunder- -
‘stood you, the label has done o

1ts (deepest damage, "
But it is tempdorary: = L
Because Just as that cross o

could not define Jesus, nei-.;

“'ther can a label define you..
Position does not determine. - -
identity. Company doés not:
" rewrite characters, What you
are remains what:you are; S

“whether the’ world recogn—

~ises it or.not.’
<+ Andif you remam steady,
1f you refuse to become what

“you: ‘have-been called, if -
you hold on quietly to truth: >+
,without turning bitter or . ..
- defensive, there will come .
a moment when what is real =

rrses above what was said.” o
Tt may not-be: dramatic;

j'There may bé no applause.. =
~‘But clarlty has a way of
“arriving.-Slowly pethaps,
but surely People begin to
see again.’:: o

“And when they do, the

labels fall away; not because .,
you: fought them, but -be:

cause they could not surv1ve o
thetruth, - -
Soiftoday you ﬁnd your- A

self placed: between two ..
threves, resist ‘the urge to™ - -
“panic. Do not scramble to

rearrange your position. Do oy

cause the world may place - g

" “you'anywhere it chooses. But o
- 1t cannot keep you there..

“Not if you are true. Not'
if you are real. Not if, like

‘Him, what you are has the ol
: power to rise.. :

{f you would hke o,

: ‘read Bob's Banter every-
“day. It can be sent 1o you . =
through Whatsapp. every. f"’l

morning. Just send your;

:name and phone number o>
_boh_sbanter@gmail.com) ST

e

v
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- 1- .days ago that he mlght as well stop the war. His’

e weeks Trump S speech gaveno clarlty about the“

-

vO'

s

»

“F azth is taking the first step even when you
" doni tsee the whole stazrcase ‘s
. — Martin Luther King, I |
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- Trump’s dilemma
DONALD Trump is obv1ously tired of the war.
Clearly he has limited options — and worse, Iran
is fighting fit desplte major. losses it suffered to
its key installations and the: loss of some of its
.top govemmental functionaries in’ missile: hlts
- On Thursday, when Trump addressed his nation;
Iran punctuated the address with missile h1ts on

" from Iran to target as many as 18 US tech-firms

in the Middle Eastern region- could now be
sending shivers down the spines of techles The

" warning from Tehran sounds ominous — that,
~“from now on, for every assassmatlon (by the’

--US), an Amencan ‘company would be targeted 1

Techles workrng with:the. US ﬁrms across the
M1ddle East could now be 51tt1ng ducks. -

- Iran is also in' no mood to.lift the blockade
on the Strait of Hormuz, halt1ng movement of
sh1ps from and to the Westem shores causing
a huge economic, ‘impact on-. the US, Europe'
" and the rest of the world. Trump has hlnted two

threat to quit NATO is understandable The UK
and the rest of these nations are not w1111ng to
“"join the war. Th1s was unlike the 2003 Iraq war
~ that the uUs waged when UK and other western
" powers sided with. then pres1dent George Bush
. Junior. Trump s prev1ous statement was that he
mlght end the war even 1f Iran failed to lift the
blockade on the major sh1pp1ng route. Now he

blows hot and cold. A month. afrer the war, the |-

- US and Israel have not been able to ﬁrmly take'
the upper hand Tramp’s dilemma, and drag, are
pnncrpally on taking the: war to the next stage
— namely of engagrng Iran in‘a ground-level‘i
ﬁght Iranlan soldiers are among the best trained
mlhtarles inthe world unllke the weak m1l1tary
footlng of Islami¢ natlons other than Pakistan. |
Amerlcan mi ght is prmc1pally air-borne through
mrssrle strrkes as was also proven 1n the Iraq

Iargely demorahzed mlhtary abandoned thelr
- arms and disappeared ‘into thin air in 2003 ,
L leavmg Hussein to the wolves. Trump, however

: -has no'such luck Abloody battle on the ground.|
e “could spell trouble for the President as’ each’

body bag that reaches back to the US from the.
~ theatre of war ‘would raise a questlon ‘mark on
Trump The Vretnam War ended in d1saster for
~ the US as Americaris -got deeply upset over the
huge casualtres on the ground:" RS S
Trump, emboldened by his ¢ ‘seizure > of. Ven-r
" ezuela w1thout ﬁr1ng a single shot waded into,
choppy waters through his’ aggresswe foray,
“into Iran, While he managed to-hit and kill top
Revolutlonary Guard figures,. the US- Israeh’
. joint fight turned into a prolonged engagement,
- ithaving entered the second month hugely and.
adversely impacting the global economy ‘Prices
. across the world have gone up. China has raised
- ts fuel prices while oil, fertilizers and construc-"
- tion material became dearer in India in recent

duration of the ¥ war — meaning the war’s 1mpact‘

Gauglng by. the news we.

read every single day the

Government and its enor-

mous apparatus cannot be’

accused of not working. The
"Chief. Minister and his col--
‘leagues ' are either distribut-

‘ing cheques -OF some:award -
‘ot certificate of merit in some"

field or the other Politics de- .

-mands optics and politicians
‘have worked around.that.’

Israel ayd the UAEin qulck success1on Athreat |’

They get plenty,of photo-ops
on.a given day. Those in the:-
Opposition-seethe .with an-~

‘ger because they are unseen :

except when they: fret and -
fume; shout and bang tables
during.those sporadic As-"

-sembly sessions which come -

like seasonal'storms. " -
- And what about all of iis.
cmzens" What i is jt that con-~
sumes us and our thoughts_
for the most part of the day,:
other than our’ smartphones

“which currently take up so -
| much of our time. T th1nk
the algorlthm on my phoné
is.wired to the current-war; " *.
hence every five minutes o
‘it gives me. breaking news.

‘about who bombed whom,
In‘the .end all.the parties: "

“have bombed each other to -

smithereens but we are yet
to-see this war reaching ‘its .

| final stages. All calculations -

by the “most powerful coun-
try”:and its; orangehaired -
president have gone awry
‘and Isreal'is playing footsie
with him while. pulling all;

the strings that make this war:

rage like an inferno. r

Closer home. we: have
such- terrlfylng NeWs that
shock us out-of our Senses.
‘Or-are we even-shocked?
The. adolescent boy from

Nongrah whose: body was: |

found at Mawpat six months,*
ago was actually strangled to’
death by some mentally sick
man.who' couldn’t *control
his. rage. He took the life of

-] a young boy,just because he.

told him to do something and
the boy was busy ‘watching -
television. Is that a reason to

11l someone, we ask? But -
-when-one’s mental health

'|is all awry'there’s not much - -

‘reason needed to tinn v1olent
And then there’s that 16—year

ICSE final exams at a school’
-in- Assam- and had returned
home to- wait-for his results.:
He left home ostensibly to -

meet friends but his shell-~

shocked parents had to e
ceive his lifeless body. -

- Yes, we-are. shocked out
of our senses to hear such’
: devastatmg stories yet quick-
ly move on to the next thing"
and the. next because: 11ke
they say:. Jlife hs to go on’.
until the next: tragedy hits -
“us. . Weare-told times with-
-out number-that Meghilaya- ~
has-about three lakh drug:-

‘users which is about 10% of

Meghalaya’s populatlon The
Chief Minister reminded us -
‘on the day’ he: inaugurated. .
the: Shillong ‘International
Film-Festival that, 50% of
“our youth are below the age .-
of 20. All these data points
‘should make'us situp, take .
notice and take charge as:

society: We cannot just wait -

on the global economy would be Worse

i« Letters to the Editor

“against’ the order ‘passed by’
Telangana  the tribunal, under the law."
Government’ " According-to the Longitu-" -

.-dinal Ageing Study.in India, -
12021, .52 percent of: India’s
‘ elderly experienced abuse..-

Elder Care
- Law — Not
 Ideal But -

‘ernment employees paréents

. reflects a pressing need,
Necessar y espec1ally in a country that -
Bdit : often invokes ideals,-yet
Thle gbuntry already has a’ increasingly falls short in’
. ice. eport
specific law for elderly care I_gratclt lﬁ-e' Tg s f?i,ef.gﬁgﬂ;
_—the Maintenance and Wel- i roing NETE OF €¢

fare of Parents and Senior
- Citizens-Act — brought in
_during the first term of the

cial disapproval underscores’
the gravity of the issue -~
‘The Bill, which awaits

. Telangana's accountabil- -
lty law over welfare of gov-. .

abuse yet punishing with'so- . .

* United Progressive Alliance -

*(UPA) government. Under
the Central law, the neglect-
*ed parents will have to apply
fo a tribunal constituted by
the state government under

a sub-divisional officer, who
- is ranked deputy collector or .

sub-collector:

‘While the Central law i is - - D10Y-
: ¢ . ees Accountability and Mon- -

dtoring of Parental Support -
Bill, 2026 has been passed

wider in its application, the

Telangana law is applicable
specifically to employees
The Central law .is stron- -

ger as it bars civil courts
from grantmg any injunction

“Governor’s assent to become -
“a-law, will be applicable to
- government employees, as:
‘well as those in the private
sector, and aims to ensure a .

, life of dignity, welfare, and E
-~ not fully alleviated the prob~ -

- lem. Even so, given the scale -
Jofthe i 1ssue, enforcement re-

financial security to senior
citizens in the state. :
The Telangana Employ-

by the Telangana govern-.

" ment, broadly. in line with

the Maintenance and Wel-

and throw all responsibil-

“faré of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007. The key
dlfference is.that the new .
Bill éxpands the scope of
the law to 1nclude private:
“employees, 'in addition to
government staff and elected-

representatlves ‘While provi- -
sions such as a salary de-.

duction of-15 percent orRs
-10,000, whichever is lower,

“remain unchanged, Telan- .

gana has gone a step’ further -

_by propesing an institutional -
- mechanism to ensure effec-
tive enforcement s

.- This raises a dlfflcult
question:.can leglslatlon

“alone‘address what 15 es-

sentially. a- moral crisis?*.

" Existing laws; including
. the central ‘Act and similar -

‘measures in states such as .

‘Assam, Tamil Nadu, . Delhi ;-

and Himachal Pradesh, have: .

mains necessary. At the same:
- time; legal medsures must be
complemented by ‘greater -

- awareness—Dboth of the law :

and values it seeks to-up-""
hold. In an, era 1ncreas1ngly

old boy" who just wrote his

Too Busy For ‘Real" Issues

By Patrtcm Mukhim

>1ty at the Drug Reductlon

Elimination & Action Mis-

~sion (DREAM). Sure thjs
- programme launched in 2023

is'a targeted mission to build
a "Drug Free Meghalaya,"In

" “communities” that DREAM:
«'is going to rely ‘on really .

. reliable? Who is* the 'comﬁ-‘ .

smgle-handedly to edrn’ and

“feed a family of five or six.

For'such families, education

~is an unattainable goal unless

- Government' provides-the

« wherewithal and the kids can
“itsown words, DREAM.uses
-multifaceted coordinated
‘Strategy that leverages ‘the
- combined efforts of the state -
“and'local “communities” to .

“eliminate the incidence of -
“substance use in Meghalaya :

- But let’s take a pause.and -
_ask*ourselves is: the’ word -
~. thrnkmg deeper that Megha-
‘laya;is a state not entirely *
* inhabited by tribals; When-:

study free.of cost in every

_sense of the term.:

-Add o all of this the 1den-

v tlty pohtlcs that seéms {o -

consume’ our- youth, fed:as

‘they on the’ notion'that the -
“othey” is taking 2 away their .

share of jobs and opportum-
ties, without for'a moment -

the state was created there

T he adolescent boy ﬁom Nongrah whose
body was found at Mawpat Six. months ago was
\actually strangled to death by some. mentally
- sick man who couldn t control his'rage. He ..
‘took the lzfe of a young boy just because he &

- 10ld him'to do somethlng and the bojz was” -

busy watchmg television. Is that ¢ a reason 1o’

:' kzll someone, we ask? But when one’s mental
" health: is all awry there’s not much reason. :
needed 1o turn violent. And then there § that 0
1 6—year old boy who ]ust wrote hzs ICSE ﬁnal 7
—" exams at a schopl in Assam and had returned

“home to wait for hzs results. He left home:

idiom and not a concrete re<

i allty because its stiggests that .
-people would automatically
- rally round an‘idea. And in -
" this case, they are expected to

help solve the impenetrable -
- problem “of drug use. Com--

" munity suggests; some. kihd
“of unity, a shared visiong

goals and action plans and ™
also a spirit of mutual;care -

whlch is' actually 'a miragé. o

sfpRopleevarirthe-

same localrty disagree politi~-

cally, socially, economically ) pohtrcrans o dornmg the -

* munity is therefore more of - governmental respon51b111-

an' aspirational word rather: .

.and even, culturally Com=

. than 3 reality. Yet we have

“used this word almost as. if -~
;. communities exist and work :
*on shared goals without the -
critical community build-.":
-ing steps which' begms wrth :
»“conversatrons RO
ofzﬁ‘if‘é;leiﬁiffifhff : the day by capturing, the
BINE. " emotions of  the- unthinking .

lot whose idea about elec-:

" tions’is how mich money

“from ‘mental health crisis,
social media pressure, ‘educa:

(‘tron inequality, unemploy-

ment and. job -insecurity.

Then we have climate change’

which in turn triggers envi-

" ronmental anxiety as new
. diseases surface -and ‘crops . .
fail. There is growing social -

and poverty. All these-pres-

~“sures have pushed our young
-adolescents and adults to’
~drug’ use and -other risky -
*behaviours..Our families are. .
mostly unstable with many ',
'smgle mothérs managmgf

" defined by nuclear famrhes s ; .
“and perhaps moving toward B
greater individualism, what .
is needed: is not just regula-

“tion, . but a broader cultural

: renewal

© Under the Central law the .
neglected parents will have .
to:apply to a tribunal con-.:

stituted by the state govern-

ment under a sub-divisional -~ -'
- officer, who is ranked deputy - .
collector or sub- collegtor.

' The Telangana-law émpow-

- ers designated authorities, -
- -the bridge which is the actu-

“ally the mairi attraction.of .-
- the Lake. Last:heard; some:
“local architectural firm had

‘made a project. proposal to
~ construct the ‘bridge in.a°
manner that would vestiges:

“of the old while taking-on

mcludlng district collectors;
to issue salary apportion-
ment.orders and deposit the:

* money into, the parents bank
accounts. India is one of the
few: countries Where parents ,
- spend most of their income

to provide a better life to
their children. jobs,. nuclear

families and changing life- -

-styles, have weakened these.
“traditional support systems.
. Increasmgly, reports emerge

" of elderly parents 11V1ng in;
-neglect, financial: inseécu= s’
 rity and erhotional isolation

desplte having. employed

children

Ty

- munrty" Too. often we have'-:f# ‘already ex1sted non- tr1bal
*‘bandied this word around :
. “only torealise that it is but an

residents-whosg children

" are now. the fourth and fifth -
- generation and ‘as. per the
“ Constitution they have cer-
. tain rights as Indian citizens, -

“which some of our frenzied - "addressrng the Teasons why .

‘youth w1th an eye on politics
~don’t seem to see., They tend -

/16 believe that Meghalaya is:

«a different umverse and not:

thought for-redlity is a dif-:
ferent ball game: - :

‘After every: electron'
oner-has-the:governs

ment been formed when we:
“are ready-to throw shoes "

ties. It never: occurs'toour:
blindsided minds that ‘we"
have repeatedly -elected the *

‘wrong people for thé,wrong ; dency' &

So far‘we have: taken g

.reasons because’ most of us':

“who knew better, declded

“tok hut and :
0 keep our mouths shut an ! granted as if it can be sum- -

m\oned at"will to: carry out:
.a defined task; any task at.
“all. That’s the wrong’ as-»

- allow the half-baked to shout -
- slogans and songs and carry |

“andliquor to. ‘pockét durmg

" the month- long campaign.

Then when the Government' -

-the loopholes!

nicity (Khasi versus Jaintia -
versus: Garo_ versus others)

“and by wealth. ranklng The: -
wealthy. have their.own pri- ¥

orities and groups they share -

similar thoughts with those .
" that they form d social group.:
The underdogs have. therrr
.own groups but these groups "
are not organised, around an”
1ssue that the socrety is grap- i

V1a ema11

Where is the
Ward’s Lake
Brldge

Edltor

“The* MDA Government ‘
‘ has been doing everything
" in"and around Ward’s Lake.

barring - the: construction of

new: features. Nothing' has:

- watching them: splashing =
around because they say it
“gives them a thrill, hasbeen

. kept closed to tourists for

over three years now.

Noone really knows why :

-+ Andther we area soclety o
" divided by religion; by eth-

*mequahty and discrimination : -
-even in hitherto’ cohesive -
trrbal societies. Now, we.
‘are"divided by affluence ‘-

~way-the state goes = uph111
or downhlll R

v * Yours etc 5o
Yash Pal Ralhan S

plmg w1th Drug addlctron is. | — — -
: splralllng out of control and—‘, SRS

- it isattributed to poor méntal
“health. Yet wé"don’t have
~enough-de-addiction and
-counselling’centres that are:
-good yet affordable! There
are no safe-spaces:in our
locahtles where the troubled-

“youth can share their' angst”

~without being ridiculed or
Judged We have too " fewr
recreatlon centres. where

_the ‘young can just sit-and;

talk. Not every:young: per-

“son’ has to play football or

*basketball. They may have

““other interests. Talking about .
. our:homes, they are no lon- |

ger places. where' the young

feel safe and free to- express
~ themselves because the mo- -
. ment they say something, the -

. parents who are already over--
- worked and carry their work ;
.+ ‘stress home, tell them to shut:
- up and leave therd alone, It’s .

““natural for children to prefer

-'to  spend time with' friends
* or with their mobile phones.
. For most.young people their

--parents’ are’ their ‘enemies’

- because those parerits' don’t”

+understand ‘their deepest
-angst. In such a situation
~don’t we as a society. need

~a lot of psycho-theraplsts
to. attend-to_the:number of
_youth: dfflicted by mental |
. health problems‘? Does the:
~ Government -treat this’as"a"
ostenszbly to meet frzends but his shell-shocked priority? Do we demand for

- parenis | had to recezve hzs lzfeless body

such facilities?

: DREAM may be domgr
o the1r ‘best: but without ‘the,
collaboratlon of 'the: people |
“of every locality they face an .

 uphill task. If people in every
+ Jocality can tise.above their

- differences and be motlvated
“tofind a common purpose in.

the young turn to drigs and

- arrest . that downhill:slide:
then we still have'a chance.

= of ‘recl lives:
. -a‘part of India. Perish that - of reclaiming young lives

else: they’ are doemed to an

" existence of hopelessness -
‘Instead of the much-touted.
‘demographic dividénd thaf
Tgovernments “spout”out in-;
cessantly, the young will be--
“ come an economic and sacial

11ab111ty with- far, reachmg

consequences, ever while
families suffer the pangs.|"
~of seeing a family mem-:

“ber chamed by drug depen—

the word- communlty for

“sumption, A commumty isa
- diverse group of people with

'equally divergent interests.
- However, solrdanty can.be-
built around shared: beliefs, .
“is formed we begin to count' “shared values: and ob_]ectlves’
_and the ‘crisis confronting us
: all today’ = Drug:Addiction

~'which is ~claiming ‘'young -

‘11ves destroyrng futures:and

creating miseriés in families.

--Such a communlty bonded

by one common goalis likely -
" to achieve'its mission and.
perhaps lead to better -out-

~comes in other spheres too —

,pohtlcs bemg one unportant

sphere as-it de01des which

thére i isso much constructlon '
within the Lake area which
~should’ actually remain a
- freeiground. where people
“canjust sit and relax. Why:
~even havé 4 market inside
- a Lake? Some people in the
" Tourism" Department seem:
. hell bent on destroying some

" &7 of the most visited tourist’

+ " sites. Ewonder why and also |
--where they get their hare-
‘brained schemes from. Now
‘the Government wants {0’
lease out land for building a
" hotel right in the middle .of |

theUmiam- Lake: The very-
thought is s horrifying because
the sewage would then find

-its way into the Lake and:
at what cost'to the envirdn-»
~ment? Clearly someone in
',the Tourism' Department. is-.
‘hyper ambitious’ and ‘that’
_.-ambition needs to be mpped :
“been heard of that project a

and the bridge, which is a-
 favourite” haunt for people*
- feeding the fishes there and

in the bud

- 'Via email”

" authors and not ‘that of

Artlcles and letters ap-|"
pearmg on this page are|
the-views of the writers/|

The Shtllong Times - |-

| .,,;?:""»Plll for Indla

= By Nilova Roy Chaudhury. ’

As ‘the second month
of hostlhtres commence
in- West Asia, the world-is..
‘watching how. those ‘who-
unleashed: the aggressron
seem caught in an 1mpasse
from which no"easy way.:.

out appears “and which their _~any semblance of blparusan
‘egos, more than their: stra-
‘tegic imperatives, refuse to.
let g0.'US PreSIdent Donald 4 ing fora cessatlon of hostili

Trump’s telecast statement

“to the’ Amerrcan people, his -

first since-he launched: the -

‘war against Iran on February

28, did not give-any: 1nd1ca-
tlon of what lies ahead.:

“i Congcermns- -are rnountlng
across India and the ‘world
-ds prolonged hostilities +
are hammering the: global
economys;’ barely gettlng
over the. Covid crisis, with
‘no_happy endlng in sight.” -
Trump s address further.:
raised energy prices.; and hit
stock markets; while. fuel
‘shortages. are. peaklng “The
war-is’ hitting . the:common.

‘man everywhere, from Co-

lombo, Chennal, Comilla; -
to Mawsynram, Mamla and
‘even 'Minnesota .
“Precious hves are bemg
lost, mostly of 1nnocents

caught in the deadly ¢ross-*
fire in" countries wh1ch are -

‘not-even parties t6 the war.,
While the number of casual—
tigs has not been quantified,”

the Ministry of External Af— :

fairs confirmed that “some.
Indlan natronals have lost
the1r llves or are missing.’

Scarc1ty of cooking fuel

s pushrng people partrcu— P

Tlarly ‘across South Asia, -
toward hunger. L1ve11hoods
‘are being lost among the !
unorganlsed labour force
whilethousands of. self-
employed street vendors,

‘| smaller restaurants ‘and eat-,.{

.eries._are: being. forced to

close shop; facing: a scary, :
insecure future. For. mlddle :

Class: households across: In-~
dla, everyday snacks’ like
‘samosas’. or: “dosas’ have -
become: scarge,. causing an’
‘unintended. push toward a;

f healthy populatron'

:For those worst h1t itis:

i drfﬁcult to comprehend that

they must contend with hun-:

ger and depnvatlon because -

somé old men-in drstant

{lands dec1ded they did not.-

like thie nature of a pamcular
country S leadershlp

It is apparent that. Pres
1dent Trump. did’not. ex-
pect the war against Iran
launched along with Israeli: -

‘Pfime Ministér Benjamin -

Netanyahu, o last this long, -
‘His idea was to blitzkrieg -

Iran’s defence and nuclear.

fac111t1es and, having re-
moved the top leadershlp
there the first night; expect
the Tranian people. fo risg in
support of the US sav1our
That has not happened
Whlle ordinary Iranlans

face death and devastation,
-|:the remains of the country’s

leadership retaliated against
‘the aggressor.in an unprec-
edented arid targeted manner

“to Optimise their advantages. -
The ‘collateral damage has”

set the global economy on
ﬁre sent fuel prices’sky--

rocketing, and: wreaked se- -

vere damage dcross West'
Asia and beyond Addition-
ally, the uncertamty of when; -
or mdeed if; hostlhtles will
céase is strammg mterna—'
tlonal relations.. = -
~:For India, at every lev-
el the situation has been

fraught ‘From thé forelgn .

policy: persﬁectrve, images
of Prime Minister Narendra,

‘Modi huggrng his Israeli -
‘counterpart in. Israel the.
‘morning before the attacks

happened against Iran. indi-
cated that New Delhi stood
with the aggressor.-That -
India did not 1mmed1ately

s o condemn the targeted as~
‘ sassination of a head.of:
‘state inside. his sovereign - -
| country indicated a level. of
"1ndecrsron which-does not
‘behove a country: seekmg a
‘permanent place in the. UN

Secunty Council. -

Itisa different matter that
this conﬂrct in’ West Asia™
“has shown up_the: Unlted
Nations. for- exactly what it
.-hag become -a-paper tiger. -
Ind1a 'S mltlal reactlons tothe .
“'war also appeared to dlspel

- shipi in global conﬁrcts New
*.Dethi may ] have begun urg

“ties, but the loss to its. cred
1b111ty as‘a neutral umplr
18 doubtless Iran is'a close’.
nelghbour w1th which:it has -
'crvrhzatronal ties and shared

‘strateglc mterests most €=
cenitly in Chabahar port yet

India chose to remain: silent
agamst the aggressmn ‘even,
“wheén Tehran, urged: New

“Delhi, as chair of the BRICS ’

group, 1o condemn the ag-:
‘gression and targ’etlng of i
leadershlp :

~ NewDelhi smnlarly chose
‘not to condernn the Russian'
aggressron in Ukrarne, but: 1t

did issue- stfong statements: i

“on thé-need for-natians: to

ma1nta1n terrltorlal 1nteg- S

rity,.and PM Modi did: tell -
" Russian. President Vladlrmr
‘Putin this- ‘was” “not:an era
-of 'war.” Now other than
generlc statements seeklng
©a cease fire,- PM Modi has-

“not.publicly told his friends =
" in Tel Aviv and Washlngton ,

‘to:end the war, although "
“Tran’s President-Masoud -
Pezeshkran has: been urged

‘to-cease and desrst from 'f‘
i ‘targeting other countries. To, ., -
|- New Delhi’s credit, Tehran’s’ :
“current leadership has cho-

- sento stand by the people of
Ind1a and allow the passage
“of Indian vessels through the -

~ blockaded Strart of Hormuz, - :

thereby easing the govern-
.ment’s’ fuel procurement
worries.. 7 ..

- However Indra, nowa by-

‘stander in the conflit, is not :'
outof the woods. West Asia, s

.~wher¢ the conflict is ragrng,
-isof critical -importance to.
‘India. Nearly 10 mllhon
~Indians-live in’ the region, -
separated from the homeland .
< only by theArablan Sea and "
 send home ‘clos¢’ to USD -

50 billion annually, or over: ,';

s

35% of India’s inward re- -

“mittances. In 2025 ‘the total
remlttances from the Indran
draspora totalled USD 135
Ubillion, around 4% of India’ s

'GDP:. These contributions’;’ S
exceeded foreign direct in-"
~ vestment. (FDI) inflows, -

and amounted to-over 40% .

“of India’s trade deficit; A¢- "~
cording to the ‘Economist,” "
around 38% of the: amount

sent hy Indlan citizens over-
seas comes from. Bahram, :
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar Saudi.+
“Arabia and the United Arab -

Emrrates six’ countries that*. .
- 'make up the Gulf Coopera- ‘;,;\ B

~tion-Council. The region'is.
" critical. for. India’s trade,”

energy security and strateglc h

1nterests

= New Delhr can do httle

but work the phones with
leaders and officials and .

‘keep urging a cessation of
host111t1es, but the erosion ‘f;.j

" and diminution of its global -

authorlty has been exposed_ L

in a region where .it has
- worked very hard i inl recent’.
“decades-to gain’ trust and
goodw111 and shore up v1ta1
strategrc interests.

. Other than the huge ﬁnan— v; 3
“‘cial and strategic stress and iy

‘considerable loss of face,v

-even more galling for'India "

-is the fact that the US has

opted for.Pakistan to play a

" mediatory role ift the crisis.

“Aflurry of diplomats has .
‘been descendmg on Islam- ..
“abad and senior Pakrstanr “
*officials are visiting key cap- -

1tals, 1ncludmg Benmg and
even ‘Ankara; to try and ﬁnd

" acceptable grounds for the -

~involved parties to.resume -

“direct discussions on how

to ‘end. the ‘war and control
its, sprrallmg global impact,
--A successful outcome from- .
Islamabad s. efforts,"if it-.

happens could: make the J

"cessation of" hostilities a very .

“biter pill for New Delhl to :
swallow, oy T
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ast week the Internatlon-
. -~ al Olymple Committee an-:
nounced. it will . determine
whether athletes are eligible for.
women's events by mandating a - |3
.. » -once-in-a-lifetime screening for the
S male-determining gene, SRY. -
. _But this .new rule raises many .
questlons — about why. "female"
- is being defined this way, whether
/=~ . there is evidence trans women have
© . an advantage, and whether a "level
playing ﬁeld" in sport 1s even pos-
51ble.

TeSting for sex

Internatlonal Olymplcs Committee
ban, on transgender athletes? Do
. we need more data? Do we needito” -
mod1fy our th1nk1ng? L would.ex- -
.pect more data would just confirm’
that trans women who ‘went ‘through
male.puberty.do, on average, ‘have .
‘some advantages in‘organ size and -
function that are not treyersible by

¢ In humans and other mammals, @ o) s : | . ‘ho;mone therapy or.are hormone
the SRY gene determinés sex in the ALy n F? pendefnt
. early embryo, This gene kickstarts: [ ’ ' - ' bven : tra;lnsmon wes '
<.+, the development of testes and their PIOSL Lon harmone effoots ap:
T production of androgens o male parent in the early embryo probabl ‘
o " hormones (téstosterone. and. its ’manlfest as more subtl dlffe nces
-7 derivatives), which dr1ve male de- :
o velopment. = . '
o The SRY gene lles on the Y chro-
mosome. Males have'an X anda'Y
B chromosome, whereas females have
S -two X chromosomes '
e Over the decades, sex. tests
‘changed from: anatomlcal inspec-:
_tion to using mlcroscopes to detect
“the isecond X rn ‘women or-the Y. = - ‘
. ‘chromosome in. men. But test~ androgens s0 thelr bodres cantuse 20 000 od
_ . ing-was slow, and misdiagnosed - male hormbnes. The SRY test would*
““athletes with sex chromosome .misdiagnose’ these women as: bm
-, variation. . RO loglcal males and ban them; - :
S0 a test was developed to de-- - "Likewise, there are men with two -
tect the SRY gene directly. This:is X chromosomes who lack SRY:but
the test the International Olympic - have other variant genes.that over- ' Not just ifi reproductive tissues; but” ences .
- Committee will- use.. ety ride it _According to the SRYtest. in heart, lungs bram—everywhere.
=~ But it's not as simple to’ deter- - they: would be. allowed" to- compete - . The 'same sex. dlfferences are seen
‘mine "male" or:"female" as you. in Olympic women's events. . .- " _in monkeys and are apparent before’
. .might think. The SRY gene acti--  The International Olympic Com- . bitth.- :
<. vates a network of dozens of genes  mittee test must’ take account- of i In three klnds playlng basketball?, P,artrclpatlon
-ithat promote testis development or these varlants L 25100 genes. work differently in - : S in sport.is 1mportant'fo “health and
- block ovary formation. Variation - . Inen and women. So sex: dlfferences ', : soc1al connectlons Sometrm it's:
~ in any of these genes can produce : uppressi on't, T e
girls: w1th SRY . or boys w1th no
~SRY. : :

But cis women. may .contend the
are’ s1gn1f1cant in: ellte sports
here competltors can-win:med
‘by-running er swimming:0,01
onds-faster than. everyone else.
<

1ke ‘many:-attempts to regulate
human behaviour; this ban: founders
n human variability.- :
Further complicating- hings,
there is’ already’great physical
variation among clsgender athletes?
in the very.attributes; tha make
them excel at sport. For 1nstance

enes’are not on the -~And the’ ongolng health advan
Y- chromosome and are shared by tages provided by.the Y ,chromo
both sexes . . ~some can be seen by th negat1
in 2017 shows that effects when ’, lose it [in-s6
-nearly one-third of our 20,000 genes il
act’ d1fferently in men and’ women.: &= So: here ‘are, major sex drffer

P

This gets a bit rldlculous
ban exceptionally tall, women from ..

‘

v

SR N e e

ey What is the ev1dence for
T_ mal advantage' port?

/ decades P ysmloglca 7 5 r , .
Indeed the sc1entrst who cO-; 'studles have shown men have, on r ibuted to the pe “males. - onge : r-hand.gri side thetOlympics,» or catego
" discovered ther SRY " gene. has average, larger hearts, more; effic1en : st TH ges and: muscle mas: _ ter: ries based on somethlng other than
warned that this test mlsdlagnoses ‘lung function-and greater muscle' yiAltran g O year ir cardi B
" athletes with-variant sex genes and ‘mass than women: - <o B
‘chromosomes. - . L
.. For example, some wonren have...distribution that overlap
" an inactive form of the SRY :geng example there a € , : ‘ ne , ¢’ p
that does not- lnduce test1s devel- : . many qug ns.we. can't answer, - physrcal -and . physwloglcal attri
_opment. : r ‘ : ‘ i ' ' ; 3 ' - butes. Is this fair on the rest of us
o Other women have a typ1ca1 :
—‘SRY gene,.and testes that produce Recent ev1dence 1mp1
~androgens, but:have an inactive’ ,these dlfferences are just, the tip.
S form of the molecule that actlvates 1ceberg Nearly all our:

“or hotmones, but-
ofX chromosom

' By Pt Ajar Bhambl Sunday,‘APRlL 5, 2026

; You will be able t |nﬂuence others by your. words and actions:

’ ‘Blrthday Forecast' < ,
" Your social fife will be active. You will get involved with a person -have wondered:: What would .

. Moon trine Mercury on your solar return chart and it will g|ve amazmg results. ;

You will receive positive responses from your boss and ‘seniors. Your progress. hid working in your office. You will be able to'look after your parents- : " ¢
+| - in'work will also be good. Your financial condition will be better than before: Your:* very well.-You will be ambitious, but people will still praise you, o1s alien ,hfe from another P lanet be lhtary mmany Sald the materlal wa People Observe thmgs in the sky
investments will also bring good results. Youwill also buy some valuable and Those appearing for competitive 'exams will get lot of success.; -ASK: from a flying disc, only. to reverse-., that- they. cant 1mmed1ately 1dent1fy
|- expensive items for your household needs. You will also gét good news related - * Your time will be great. You wil do prestlglous work in polmcs ‘| What: would they think‘of us?- It s a “‘course-and tell the public 1t was from or: recognlze as.either: human engi
o your job and business. You will also enhance your knowledge and skills on - -soclety and community.:.. S questlon Ihat can produ / weather ballogn +p. 23 neering such as planes:or "drones: or’
fob. You will also receive favourable response for your marriage. Your fartly . lera (September 23- October 23) Time wil be satlsfactory Your -uncomfortable answérs if you hap; S wood ran wi Flying - helicopters; or animals, such as birds,’

will remain on your side -and will also support you fully-The talks on marriage:.
will move further, for people eligible for marriage. Youractrwtres wrll conlmue [/ SRR
) 'many felds You will feel better than_before. ..« = - e
: “This. week for you!

e Aries (March 21 April 20) You wﬂlnotdewate from ourobrectlve o .
co - And you will take fife.as a challenge. You wilf be burdened with =~

", % financial condition is going to be strong and stable. Youwill make | | to be an earthhng g et sancers, little green men and évenfu-, - and therefore they don't know what:
%" progress in your job/business: You will aiso implement new ideas | ; e }‘ ally humanoid. gray aliens becam

" and will take decisions with a cool mind. Yoi will also win pralse : (55
~“from your.colleagues: You will try to"balance your professiorial. distance, Iwould be pretty dlsappomt- -part Of popular culture Apr11 5 even

"+ and domestic life. Now is the time to pay attention to your family |:]:ed; theoret1cal physwlst Av1 Loeb
.. -needs too. You will be busy with family ly work. You will also intro-

responsibilities in your job/work but will not feel tired. Your tasks- duce ne\;vtscrq(emeel ;n bukslnelfs fz?ng getopporlur:ltleslomcrease ‘with onﬂlcts to prevent other people M k fow. What the. government knows
ST 1L will get completed within specific time frame. You will alsofocus : 'yourprots 'ou wili make all efforts in eamest to increase your ” . g A
T L on )?our mtefnal strength arid need not look outside for support. - . " ingomie too. Your romantic life is going to be wonderfut. Your |, from: kllhng us -or_us killing other. vhen: hun , Ithlnk there 's more information out e

“rélations with partner will get better, You, will have the power to Look at the Ukrame war. over a llttle ﬁrst made contact with Vulcans.; - there. I'm open'ito: learning more," ' |
", Understand people better; : ’ ( _ Much in the popular culture sug she-says. "I have an open:mind. It's'
s orpio : (October 24 November 22) itis gomg tobea preasam 1nte111gence " The debate on whether gests any aliens might be aggressive. ~ always: about scientific proof.”; Re- - -
" week. You willwork hiard, andthe tesults will be as expected. New. [-{ little green men: or UFOs.ate among - Priscilla.Wald, who teaches: about - t1red Rear{ Adm. Timothy Gallaudet

jobpossibiltiesareloominglarge onthe horizon. Younesdtograb. | | escalated in February when former science fiction at Duke Unrversrty - sdys evidence clearly shows there are
-themwith both hands. You will also solve all your miscoriceptions, : : . UAP leplng Aroun d the alrspace and’.
Success in political work will be: achieved. Your popularity will j 5. h &

" also peak. There is no-looking back now. Your children will make toa podcaster s questron sa1d allens . - in the oceans:

" progress in their work field. Your mental and physical ability will { | are: "real,” but- hé "hasn't seen them" - who weare; that we're pro;ectlng onto -, "The nonhuman i telhgence that '
- improve. You will come close to'our family members. Itis time | | apd - "they're not being kept at Area  aliens the way. we: ifreat each other ‘ operates them- or controls them. are:
toféllﬂlyou{(certalunbdes;(rtesn\]lgfd?n’tsgztSug'LOPPO%‘;’é';}ﬁ::mZ | 51." President Donald .Trump later ~absolutely- real," Gallaudet says. '
mrf \?viralllnbe?rﬂ:nedeaicofdmgylg;zue P : ; announced on social media- that he - "We've recovered: crashed' craft We
' ber 23 -D ber 213 Th b ' nd was directing release of government .they're violent. ‘Who does. that sound. don't know if they're extraterrestrial -
sagma"'us én"d%‘f'ﬁ?we‘:{ is going :)‘b:gam:r:larly Z;oof Yi%lmlng;ke ‘| files because of "tremendous interest.” - . like? It sounds like us." In 2024, the - in origin." Gallaudet worked as act1ng
" new-contacts and have.good gains. Your financial condition will '} jStepped— up ‘interest-in. UFOs also is ', Pentagon réleased hundreds of reporfs administrator for the National Oce- -
* keep getting better. A special person will tome into your life all || swirling: as the United States heads -of unidentified and unexplained aer1a1 ‘anic and Atmospherlc Admlnlstratlon i
of a sudden leading to 2 warm and fulfiling relationship. You | [ ck toward the moon with-Wednes--  phepomena. However, that review He participated in a 2024 congres-
Vo . gggmgﬁﬂz,I‘;,",:zﬁgzsisz:s g;{g:;{;% I?gn‘;'ltlrgﬁbf?ﬁg ‘day's launch of NASA's ‘Artemis 1.~ gave no indications that their rigirs " sional hearing on-UAP: disclosure
St e Butyou will be able to manage the thigs. . . "“colloquial position between the father and son will remain. it is mission:. The four astronauts aboard ‘. Were extraterrestrial. - : and says-the release’ of government
' Gemini : (May 22 - June 21) The time is very beriefic and favorable. AN 1 time to introspeit and think deeply abdut your life Ingeneral and. | | will do a. ﬁy -around:of: the noon be- . On two separate’ occasw fis; De . files promised by Trump is something .
: You will be able to achieve a lot in a very short time. Thisisthe ~©~ . ** . .- . how you want to make progress further. You will make efforts to_ fore returnlng to Earth. &, . bre Dmytro.saw: ‘things: in" the sky: - péople find of inferest.-He just hopes

: d h i takecare of children's care r. Students will focus on thir studies.
‘;'gﬂlt'genrﬁd?sm\l(grlmﬁraﬁt: ;::tkzZg#t:ctrﬁﬁfngxgegglgdrgdmlI S . You will also be involved li a weddlng program You wil have :In‘a world riven by war, °1V11 un- gver tMl%lﬁlgan S SO}lllthlf):rn tOslkland theIplreSIdent f(l’)llﬁws t?IOIt}gh laxies
have total control over your business. With yourgood senseand ..+ " 51" ... safisfaction in job. " [ : : re'st climate'‘change and divisiveness, - - County: The greenish object Dmytro ' ere are pillions of gala 4
intelligence, you willfind a solution to your problems. You will be', Ca ricorn : (December 22 - J;nu ar 20) itis ‘qoing to be 2 won- it's easyto wonder what newcomers - says she saw March. 1 in the sky over: :in_the- univetse and each has bil-
able to balance your work and family ife. Suiccess il be yours. .~ 3P derful week for you. There is- gomglo be a possibility of business | 'f 1O Planet Earth might make of us and . Royal Oak, Mrchlgan, looked: like - :lions of stars, so the likelihood life -
“Your confidence will enhance. You will enjoy good fime with your . = development Youwilllanamajorexpansioninbusiness. Youwl | | our struggles. Whatever the case, - ‘neither plané nor helicopter. Dmytro, - developed elsewhere is fairly high,
- make progress in your job. There will be a feeling of satisfaction | | e[l over a majority of Americans:.a 56-year-old medical professional;. = according to University of Michigan
“in your professional work. Al the career-related tasks wil gain ‘echo the sentiment of the" slogan . - acknowledges that it could have beén * - Astronomy Professor Edwm Bergin,”

e Success will y
o g‘:m?gﬂ fg?h‘;‘gggm";';g{;’,‘;ﬁf,22?;‘2?2??,,,.,,,,,, take | | from "The X-Files": "The truth'is; ‘some type of commerc1a1 or dellveryv who teaches about lookmg for life .

You will have gains in business. Your financial condition is gomg
. to be good. You will'work hard and use your entire’ efforts in
~earning money. You will give maximum time fo your family. It wifl -

- \{ benefit you a lot and you will come close to your near and dear
e 170 oo ones. You can also enter new Jove ties leading to marriage.-You -
y " .7 .willspend money onuxuries, vehicles, jewelry and house. These:
: -0/ n0  things will attract you. Routine work wﬂtgo on smoothly You w1||
T . iwinpegplesheartstoo. . o TG o

AT Taurus (Aprll 21 May 21) Itis gomg to be a hectlc week for you
AT Your workload:will increase. You wili also get opportunities to
Sl R rise in your job/work. Along-with this; your importarice will‘ also
Cep il o T incredise. You will have good working relations with yoursenlors
. ' . And your colleagugs will give you full support. You will-remain-
* an enigma wrapped inmystery for others. But you will be full of
+ kindness and empathy. You will also help those in need. You will =
- be much loved too. New work will come to. you. Fipancially you & . ;
““will- manage to do well, Your budget will remain under control.
<, : o % You will get support from your spouse/partner. Love mates will -~
s e T have an amazing time, You will be concermed about your family.
N : : = "You will take on-more responsibilities than you can t:ope w1th

'1ng do: m; ‘they want ‘to- conquer us,

spouse/partner. You will alsotemain fit and fine. Therecan bea*
new addition to the family, that will give you a lot of happmess
. You will make all efforts to increase your wealth.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22) ltisa very spemal week for you. You wﬂl do:

- ‘ W conducted drone : 1 elsewhere :
nd will beunderno tension. Youwrl!beeasrlyable . .. "advice from seniors. Peace and happiness will prevail at home. |-f out there." A2021 survey. g =
L N E gs:?ofrt]h'ﬁ: e(‘::f:worklW|ththeassmtanceol‘yourcolleagues You ,, : 7 Your mate will be a source of inspiration, You will come closer to’ by the Pew. Research Center showed What she saw in- 2023 in the same ~He belleves that 1f lntelllgent be-"".:
v il alsg hav)e financial gains. You wif also have interesttowards - *% s  o T gome]oneverydear Youbmtatygfetsepara;tee(:féolg‘nsgog‘nfgneSpec'al 'about two-thirds of Americans: said general areanorth Of Detr Olt is not so 1ngs naV1gated vast distances to reach
s will perform noble-deeds. You will have many SR Butd ings are Iookmg etter for you a Sl hey w ke t elves ™
: : » :vFgraTtl;]ahsarr?da:gSPlCl opueS Sy, Your prestige wil alsa ncrease. 18) Timels gok! and you il their best guess is that intelligent life - eas'rly explamled | 11 h - Earth t eiy oul}rll mal e[ hems h t
 Youwil have new job/business offers. Your communication skills Aq“a"“s (Ja:‘“atfy/z" E‘::;\‘I:;é’fore )You Wil the siow bt sure | |- €Xists on other planets. About half of ' "Four yellow lghts, yellowish - knowi - despite umanity’s penchan
- : - vahie it now more

S "~ “aregoing to be secondto none. Those who are unmarried will get -
" . good marriage proposals. You would also like to go to a peaceful
place amidst nature to seek some solace. You will be artistic and
imaginative. You will also be traditional and fuffill yourdesnes and S

Os. reported b golden 11ghts and they were all flying .- for creating chaos. . -

o  ~Your personality will radiate and you | | U-S. ‘adults said UF Y tor s

; Sv‘ﬁprfetgb'r’ifo'lé!‘v’gravﬁﬁarrk oglrj)rtt?ers Your enemies willfear you: people in the military are "deﬁmtely" “very, very low," Dmytro remembers, : Twould think that they would look

" You may receive an.invaluable inheritance. Your legal disputes | |.or "probably” evidence of mtelhgent She says the lights were about’ 100 feet at us like:We were crazy ... but they

“ will get resolved. And you will be at your manipulative best, but life outside Earth Lo (30 metres) up-at their nearest i -fwould come out," he says. M mean,

- 7 willalso enhance your knowledge. - you will be diplomatic too. You will enjoy a wonderful marital e, on Soat 1 nless
o J ly 23-A t 23) Youwil havet’nancralgalns Youil receive - ' lylulsband ang wife will share amazing bonding. The work you We don't want 10 thmk thls is .. "Tve never seen iglythlng so. 10W why come ?erfi Otdlelr)w se: ']'JL et
~ |Leo: ( uly ugust % ()j o a0 sgn newcontracsior derstnyour “'- . usedto think very difficult would seem.oo small. Thiere would be the only place in this extraordmarlly wrthout any noise and flying 1n'com- "you're going to sit and observe." Lo
B gﬁ:ﬁ:g %rt]\osse nwhbo:r:v unemployed wil getnew job opportuni-. - .~ * "+ arrival of a new person:in'your life. You will be attending a Paﬂy and 1ncomprehen51b1y large universe = plete. uniformity," she says.-"Is-it. .‘director of the Institute for Theory & :
- ties. You will also see a major improvement in your life. Youwill -~ - - 7= "or ceremony You will spend time peacefully there. "~ where life and intelligence and even' somethmg man- made‘7 Isit somethlng Computatron at Harvard and head of

get support of peaple around you. You wil thus do every work F 19 - March 20) You wil be en“thened inyour | | technolo y have emerged,” says Bill: - that's not manmade? Who knpws?" . the university's- Galileo Project, for -
carefully, with a lot of determination and on someone’s advice Plsces ¢ el:zrfflc::srt% change your destiny. Time and tidé wait for none. You Dramondg, president and chief execu- ;' Who knows indeed? UFOs, the term " - the Systematic Scientific Search for -

Newt I to understand each other properly and .- St el u | r
; ; take cygrzdgfgalchb%tﬂf S(tudents WIlIbeengrossedpm Srepyanng et villfeel a ot m°fo°°';‘;3“:,‘,*,’"3;l';“oﬂgsﬁ,‘i,vﬁsdﬁg§{°§v";‘,’;’w‘sh§‘; ‘| tive of the SET1 Inst1tute in Mountaln for unidentified flying objects, has' - Evidence of Extraterrestrial Te;:l;(n(l) o
‘C . fortheirob intervisws, examination et Thosowhoareunmarried =~ _ .+~ .- Irgglptlacesrlx? yggtrw;n wife and husband will be loveable; Your | | .View, California. - : .. in.recent years,given way to- UAP loglcal Artifacts, believes in the like o
: .~ will receive marriage proposals. You may become important to - - ‘ h:aTﬂ:o\;lnll tfe fine. The relationship between father and son wil "It sort of says about humans "We - unidentified aerial phenomena or, . \exrstence of extraterrestrialg.” »
someane suddenly. Your self-confidence wilf be high, and you wil « " peome sweet. You wil perform noble deeds and will engage | dont want to be alo ne.. mos e - unidentified anomalous. phenomena e "They mlght be laughing at us,’
¢ not deviate and will also keep on doing yourwork s » . yourself in social work. You will make great efforts and ‘will be B - et o Absolutely, there are such thlngs he says: "They might be Watchlng s
Virgo: { August 24 - September 22) These are prestrge enhancmg e ; suceessful |nI acgimrigszlr;% cﬁgfﬁ;):lctgmy (I,T, awnly S;‘,;n;ﬂectclgzg . Somethmg is up: there.- ut what. as U APs and UFOs; says Diamond, - ... to make sure we will not become
. s, Your financial condition is going to be sfrong and stable.” " -~ " ¢ "~ "In‘matters related to _ . Extraterres- e dators, that we will not become »
: dY?)ryl will also”perform your job efficiently. Your confidence is i . . Students will work hard: You should work WISely and carefully . "Americans have been fascl:llnated by tvrlhcl)sIe S]?ITI Search f(l><r 16 ex lore g an erouS to them " (A p) At
going to be high,-and you will be in total command of situation.. . " "~ on many subjeots.. et s cwi o | ] the thought of hfe out51det is planet 1al Inte 1gence - see S p g
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Laws, people § phght
IN what comes as a breath of fresh air, Parhament
has passed a new edition of the Public Trust Bill
2026 or the Jan Vishwas Bill - -which, in sum, rules
out jail terms for nearly-800 crimes of a minor na-
ture, encompassmg 79 es are-now pending before:
courts — a- shameful scenarlo,laws. Emphasis is
mainly on crimes relating to land-grabbing, law

. violations by motorists etc. It has been stated that

as high as five crore petty cas which is made more

‘ shameful by the fact that these cases drag on for

years. The government keeps enacting laws and,
occasionally puts itself in action mode to correct

- wrongs. Over a period of time, things have been

adrift, with the parliament and state legislatures
.-acting as factories to produce; reproduce and
1mpose laws on citizens— under a notion that this-

is the principal _]Ob of elected people s representa- P
‘-hlerarchy, in the Pnar belief -
| system'is U Trekirod,: also
known'as'U Syiemblai mean- :

trves
Other than for the occasronal correctlons suc-«

- cessive governments Dblissfully ignored the suf—
ferrngs these cause for the people. A scenario was |
~created wherein a casual error on the part of an

individual could invite a pohce case, leading to.
arrest, 1nterrogatlon and registration of the case

* before court. In courts, lawyers wait like eagles, ’

to extract money.from clients. Cases dragglng on
_interminably is also to the advantage of the legal
~ sharks. With-a surfert of new laws arriving by the
- -hour, the result is also that the entire system is get-
~ting more corrupted Courts and ]udges are getting

confused ‘The Jan Biswas Blll which: could turn-

1nto law with a Presidential accent, 1S laudable It

: seeks to avoid filing of crlmmal cases “vis-a-vis’
~_crimes pertalnlng to 317 sectlons and 1nstead
" imposes a fine on condition that a: repeat offence
- could invite harsher punrshment .A-provision for
fine has been removed from 158 kinds of crimes;.

]all avoided in crimies relatmg t0.29 sections; pre-

- scribing only fine and no jail for 113 sectlons both

Jall and fine avorded in relation to 57 sections; 10
action other than a warn1ng for crlmes relatmg to-
63 sections. : il

Jail terms have been reduced for cr1mes under

175 séctions. The Bharatrya Nyaya Sanhrta intro=
duced by the Modi ‘government from 2024; had
armed to modermse the nation’s criminal Jjustice

_ system. This was half-baked. Among other things,

it introduced community service as a. form of pun-

. Froni Socialising s

‘ishment for some petty ctimes. Atotal overhaul of
- the decadent; corruptlon-rldden system is still a
long haul. The government lacks the nerve to-act
or ehmmate vested interests swarming the systems

- As long as politicians and bureaucrats can get away
‘with their act, the rest - it is assumed — is fine, Un-
' less the government demonstrates a more cOmpre-
- hensive reformist mindset, thmgs ‘would more-or

2 book in due course.

¥

certing that this ‘article is
own traditional belief system

into the public domain, More
ironic’is the fact that, while-

little effort has been made
God and deities.-

Thisisanareal have long

-ingly, I came upon this deeply

_fasginating subject-in.the -
~course of my research on ka-

Siang ka Pha; the practlce of
ancestor veneration in‘Raid
Jowai, supported by the Chief

‘a glimpse of a larger study
that I intend to develop 1nto

"God and the d1v1mt1es
At the top-of the divine

‘ing God the King or the King’

-imonikhe
Tre kirod:
- -1t may- also be:

festations of .U Tre Kirod,

the same meanmg in the Pnar
: context , )
UTre Kzroa’ is regarded as

gngia ki Saret (spirits of th

* Tre Kirod is omnipreSent and
; all-encompassmg and itisbe
lieved that the divinities exis
becausé of Him, through an
for Him, ¢ ext d Hrs

-less remain the same. Vested interests have a way ST

“of catching up W1th every situation and turnmg it | A
Watri the four divine beings -

‘withr the authorlty to provide
for and care for HlS creation.’
These four divine entitiés are:*:

“into their’ advantage Weak-kneed governments
“and administrators do a d1sservrce to the nation’
by their acts of omissions and commlssmns The
Jan Vishwas Bill, delayed as. it is for long, is but
a small step 1n the right drrectlo 1.

. Letters to.the Edlto

s drfferent from
“beliefs. In.the same ‘way, a
natronahst may laugh at the

to Division -A
Pattern We -

i country just because they are

1. Ka Syiem Wabuh; kaSyiem

ational mattérs of another .

- .Ignore Online .-
| Editor, .-

Technologrcally speak-
‘ing, our modern everyday :

- life: relies ‘on social media
-for almost everything, from .
news to entertainment, We .

" havé moved -from being:
. uninformed to being fed up .
_ with excessive information..
- From beauty products to-.
‘concert tickets, everything:
finds a place'on our everyday -

home feed. Our everyday

home féed feels like ‘the
'notrce board we used to-
- have in school and college,
' ,‘where all kinds of content

are displayed.

- But beyond all these )
techle titbits, what is notable .
is. the introduction of the ,

“Haha” button by Facebook

" n2016. It has created: akind
. of vague babit where people:
use it indecisively, espe01allyf
when they don’t like or don’t
agree with someone they:
interact with ‘online. For =
" instance, if a person from-
another party posts his party
- manifesto, others react with

laughter simply because it
does not align with their

. own views. When it comes-
* - toreligious groups, aperson
may laugh at the preaching

of a cleric from another sect -

.rrvals in'many ways

In: this: way;: somethmg

1very small begms toreflecta
larger pattern, Social media . -
‘was initially meant to be a -

tool that connects people’

and brings-them closer to-:
) gether I can cite an exampl

from my own usage. I'me

Facebook when I started
using it around. 2012, and.

" 1 have known them srnce
'{then ‘At that time, I was
usmg a Nokia C1-01 with"
“a small but decent app sup-"'
"ported by the now defunct
Java OS. That app did not
~have the overwhelmmg feed
-We see - today, and there was
‘no “Haha” reaction whatso-
ever,:only a srmple Like or’

Unlike button Some fellow:

- millennials may describe that
time as being “peaceful back -

then,” and in some sense, that
is quite true. - - :
At the same time, it 1s also

and made friends through

-true that we are already: living”
in a divided world, a world -
with different thoughts and
" opinions, However, social”
‘media platforms like Face-.
‘book have further widened
“this gap, éven with some-. -
thing as-small’ “and seem--
ingly harmless as'a reaction ¢ - .
-button.” We no longer read >

or reljgion just because 1t,‘tk to understand We react to -

! dismiss. Instéad, we open a

post:or image’ just to.laugh -
- at thoughts that are different
from our.own. This i§ more *
‘harmful on a psychological f“
7--and social level than it may’
- appear. If we are not careful”

enough, we may=sldwly los;
“our humanlty The
Haha” can damag

, stage of time where both so-
‘cial media and the AL bubble
are about to burst. In 2025;
“social media’ demographics

suggested that around. 5:24-
‘billion® people ‘globally;:
roughly 63 to 64 percent of
“ the total populatron, __were
“actively reducing or qurttlng
.'social media due to various

‘reasons,. mostly.because

of fatigue from algorithm
driven:feeds. and not so:-
" exeiting new developments, -
~This points to something:
--important.;-We need social.
“media to: soc1allse, not to

divide and mar. ourselves
as a global community. The

in our ‘hands; We' can only

our chlldren can 11ve in peace

tomorrow

Yours etc.,

~*Sunrise Pohtam
Via emall

It is somewhat d1scon—~ '

the first aitempt to bring our,

volumes have been written .,

- about other God or gods, very - and care for all the created

to study and understand our”
own traditional conceptlon of L

wanted to explore TInterest-

Mlmster Research Grant
+2024-25. This articlé is just:

of gods of the Almighty. -
Subordinate to Him are ki -
Wakhroo Watri, followed " .

by ki khon Wakhroo khon -
Watri, and; further down the '

chain of command are, ki blai . -
najrong cha thian. These aré .
the four different hierarchies’ .;
-of god, deities, and divinities : -
“but regardless of their rank;
- all:these gods, deities, and-
»dlvme~be1ngs exist to serve{

‘that though the Pnar use the”
“term ki blai, these are not dei- -
‘ties or gods in.the generally. .
.accepted sense of the term.:
'Ki Wakhroo Watri, ki khon.
Wakhroo Watri, and ki blai*+
najrong chatbian are mani- -

the Exalted One (Lamar D).
From' the explanations pro--
vided, it became clear that -
‘' while the literal translation’
of ki blai'is “gods? or “dei-+
ies,” the term does not carry,

: the Supreme Deity, and all t_he .
-divinities, along with ki Syn- .

ancestors); dwell with Hrmj _collectively reférred to as

at Soorkep, but the divinities,
represent thé Almighty on’
_Earth. ‘At: the.same time, U-

: once iri every generation, and’

Wathoo, 2:Ka Bez Ramaw; ka:
Syzem Ramchit, 3. Ka Syzem and shelter fo‘r»humans Sh

good w1thout any. doubt And

_'minder of the yulnerability of:
 children and the urgent need -
or ‘greater responsibil tﬁfty of -

THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, MONDAY, APRIL 6,2026 .

By H H Mohrmen

‘Sngz, and 4 U Pa Pyrthat

They are also refefred to as ki

~Sookuna Sookujun, the four

divine forces exist to serve

beings,
_Creator and Enforcer of :
Divine Command ., *-
Ka Syzem Wabuh .is also-

“known, as ka Blai: Synchar-’.f
_ka Nonghukum, the d1v1n1ty'
- tasked  with .governing the.

Earth-and delivering God’s.
commandments to creation.

She is responsible for plac-f
- ing;and creating all animate

beings on Earth (Lamar D).’

 In the Pnar belief system, U~
Tre Kirod is not personally'
- or-directly involved in the.."
~act. of creation. Instead, He'
*. delegated the task of creation  si
v to ka Syiem Wabuh, who,
~ together with other divinitjes;-

brought all things on Earth:
into existenice. They were not
‘only responsrble for creatmgt

“everything in the. world but”

is cons1dered to be a: splrlt

close to the ‘creation and’
- whenever there is prayer, ..

offerings. or sacrificés, i e

i pyrnah i pyrjifi-(libation)

the first offering is-to ka Bez
Ram-aw (Lamar D)

Ka Bei Ram:=aw serves as
the Alrnlghty S eye over Cre- -

“ation’ because she embodles

nature and sees everythmg

. within.and around the natural

wotld. By virtue of her close- -
ness to creatlon kaBeiRam-
aw acts as a witness to human
actions and behayior.-When'

‘a person dies and is judged, "
.it is ka Bei Ram-aw who'is:
: respons1ble for presenting the

evidence either for or agamst

- the mdrvrdual In her respon--.

I

~Tre kzrod she is supported by -
“her ki Wakhioo Watri whois
+ known as u Khad. However -
-the deity subordinaté to- u.
‘Khad is ka Blai. Mynsoo:.
- The three names given to this:

also for placmg each element : » divinity namely, ka Bei-ram-

-of creatlon in: 1ts rlghtful

aw, meamng Mother Nature

The other d1v1ne servants, known aski chakr B
blaz or. “God’ s servants, whtch are spmts
and faznes believed to protect people within
thetr respective raids (territorial domains).
" They are also referred t0 as ki blai chnong
blat thaw or the reglonal delttes or guardian
Spll‘ltS who watch over and, protect those
e i; hvzng wzthm their terntortes. o

“u khon Wakhroo, meaning: .
‘son’ here :-

51gmﬁes a subordinate divine -
‘being, not a’ b1ologrca1 ¢hild.~
“In the same way-as u Thakur, 1
serve. ‘ka Syzem Wabuh, he;, :

- great son though;

‘in turn; commands othe
‘subcrdinates;. 1nclud1ng U
‘Niangpyrchit, u Niangsyiar, -
Nzangthyllu ka Lakachiang,

ka Bei Wasa the \m'other -ih
rovides’ shelter; and ka. Bei:
. ‘Wasung, the ‘mother. who

provides space for people t
farm’and’ work,: s1gn1fy th

“,}these are the’ primary- or in-

(Lamar D) It is belleved that

- ka Sytem Wachit ka Syiem Wa-
che'is the source of warmth'

and light and she operates. i

with the help.of. thé Sun’ and .
-the Moon.-- " .
Kl ‘Blai Najrong Chatbtan

The other divine servants, g

known as ki chakrz blai or

. “God’s servants,” which are’
~ spirits and fairies believed

. to'protect. people within their .
- respective ‘raids (terrltorlal
.domains). They are also re-.
ferred to as ki blai chnong blai
_ thaw or the regional deities or
guardlan ‘spirits 'who watch.

“over and protect those 11v1ng :

within their territories.
! Each raid is believed to-
“have three- layers of divine:
“protection” they are ki Ryn-
“gkaw ki Wasa or-the nature
gods: and these are the out-:

. ermost guardrans protecting

the entire ‘raid from éxternal
" harm. Ki Tawiar ki Takan the
.guardian angles is the second
~protective tier, comprlsmg
- the guardian spitits or. angels”
of the raid. The third‘and the
last realm of protection are ki
"-Sooduar ki Sooluti the four
‘corridors ‘or ‘four pathways '

ermost guardians who safé-:

- guard the settlement. They are
-located in the dlrectlonis ‘of.
*the four winds and are there-

" fore assocrated with the four-

pathways or gateways leadmg

‘ians protectmg Jowai.are u
fMooralong, u Mookhaz' u
-Mootong, and u Moosmang ;
n .addition; there-are also-

spirits that dwell ‘in sacred |:
groves, known as ki khloo blaz ~1@

khloo langdoh.

~ Thig belief do .
hat people worship Tivers,
hills,: or. forests’ themselves;:

sibility. she was' as gned by
J.Tre Kirod. .

“rine meltmg, moldrng, ‘and S

‘honour bestowed upon the -
deify and the role and respon.

ther, they revere the sp1r1tsf
t inhabit these natural ele- |

ments: These are the divini- |-

sthat U Tre Kirod ordained -
protect: His creation, but
ere are-also-internal -forms
of protectlon present at th

Vang Cangliang;”
ka Byvud, ka Tmer, and ka Ra-

. smeltmg of 1ron, and play

song ka Rache (Lamar D). < servin
i ke

.- These are associated wit
arious rllnesses that af-*
ict-human’ famrlles and’ are

kz .chakti blai: (servants 0

U Thakur v151ts the family:

when these drvmrtres enter
me, they leavé é fika tina

i'tika blai; a divine mark -
ymbolising the fulfillment of -
the covenant between Creator -

d creation (Lamar D).
o Mother Nature:

creation with. an_earthly
dwelling place caring: for’

ings. Ka Rym-aw ka Rymch
also’ provides food; drink,-

k Need for
Collectlve Moral

Edltor

ady pollce off1cer broke

- down upon seeing the hfeless» ‘
! 'body of the: seven—year—old"
3 orphan, Kyrshanbor Khar-
--mudai: It sent chills down our
.'Spmes and left us struggling .
- to éven imagine the suffering -
. that'the little one must have.
endured. At this juncture; the <
- effort and dedication of the.
: Meghalaya Policeé deserve :
sincere acknowledgment for -
-their. response and commlt- g
“ment to justice.. 7

‘However; what remams

be brought to trial and ‘face:
the full force of the law for

such a heinous act. Justice in

this case cannot be lenient.
The. law must be firm and
uncompromising. It must.
send a clear message that

- ) “any.crime, especially crimes
future of humanity still lies

against innocent children will’

-'not be tolerated under any
make it’ better than what we -

. have now. The factors that - -,
“dividé us, if. possible, must |
“be eradicated today, so that

circumstances. ..
The tragic loss of the hfe

ofthe young boy, taken away -

in a moment of anger. and
rage of an adult, is a stark re-

us living in the socie This

Ka Bei Ramaw provides - b 7 thriv
“hierarchies lower. to her also™

and sustaining all living be- -

Awakenlng s

"L still remeh b he th - mechanisms.and acollective:

moer OW g moral ‘awakening. No child ' :
-“should: ever have to suffer
‘such cruelty, and as a society; -
- we must ensure that such in
" cidents are neither forgotte

‘nor repeated

of hght and warmth
Ka Syiem ‘Wachit, a

; called Ka Syzem Wache' th

Warrnth and light, the essen-

t1al elements for sustalnmg.

‘known as' ki. Khon -Wakhro

ki khon Watri. are k':"‘

,kyllung the: Moon, .whose

vant is ka:Ron ‘Chon\dz

“ incident and thé brutal killing
-ofthe four-year—old Insaphira

Lyngdoh Mawnai calls for.

Illegal Dlesel
" burner : A .
Tlckmg Time

Bomb in Shillong ’s “
~,utterly unforglvable is the:
brutallty of ‘the. crime and~ :
the ‘actions of its perpetra- :
tor. Kennedy Khongsit must: :

Food Hubs

Edltor, .

.Shillong’ s‘ bustlmg mar ~
‘ kets, from Motphran-to Po-

lice Bazar, are the heart of

the city’s culinary culture, -

However, a hidden danger |

" is lurking in their kitchens."
“On April 2; 2026, the fire at
" Shaunak Sweets & Snacks
“served-as a grim’ remmder
‘that some establishments are -
- prioritizing profit over public -
“..safety by usrng 111egal dresel i
'burners , _
.Duetothe o ongomg short— Eoe ?7 g
»zf,age of ‘commercial LPG, [
“some vendors have furned o
: ,"dresel bhattls " Unlike LPG,
;‘dlesel i$ an industrial fuel not
“meant for direct cooking- Its;f .
- combustion releases heavy. ™

* traditional rehglon and I'owe

igorous: enforcement of the”
i law; stronger child protectio

e Thlong: room in’ every:.

oati, and ka Ko Pati. ‘These ;
: sp1r1ts guard and protectth S

why they are called ki blai
ung bla1 sem; or household

that to understand the Pnar,.
*‘oné needs to understand thelr;

t to those 1 mtervrewed as
_well as to all who continue to
follow the Niamtre religion.” |
They are the keepers of these

- anCIent tradrtlons and thhout I

them we would have lost
thls profound knowled

oot and toxic gases that
settle on food and pollute the

. surrounding air. In a crowded
. space like Jwain Complex, a|:

“single flare—up can lead to,a '
 catastrophe:”. e
The use of d1esel in'com-
mercial kitchens is a blatant.
violation of FSSAl standards,-
-which mandate a safe, chemi-:
cal-free environment for food
pteparation:*Furthermore, it
iolates local environmental:
orms regarding air pollutlon |

~and fire safety. The soot pro-
- dhiced is not just "dirt"—itis a
f health hazard that consumers
- are unknowingly ingesting. -

“The Meghalaya Food.
Safety Departrnent must take
- immediate action. Short-term
“supply cliallenges. ‘do not
- justify long-term health risks:
=“Authorities must, conduct
Surpnse Audits and estabhsh—
ments like Shaunak that risk’
" public-life must have their
trade and food licenses e~
_voked and the heavy penalty b
¢ st be significant enough to
“act-as.a deterrent.for others
“ “Shillong deserves safe
food ‘and safe markets. The.
‘authorities must act now
before the next "trckmg time .
bOmb" goes oﬁ‘ i
Yours etc
Healmgton Marwein,
5T Shlllong -8

Artrcles and letters ap-
: pearmg on ‘thi§ page are|.

authors and not that of ,
'The Shtllong szes

into the Raid: The four guard-- V

| slows, aches: It makes its

The Dlgltal Detf
Are ‘What We Scroll

EL By Danny K Rajee :

I want you to do some-
thlng for me.: Right now,
before you read another word

think about the last ten
mmutes of your life, What
did ‘you look at?-A reel of.
someone's vacation’ you'll
forget by tomorrow? A news

‘headline that made your’

stomach drop?:A meme that -

made you laugh for three =

seconds. before . you sw1pedc
it away like.a gnat?:,- s
“That's your diet. And most':

i r of us are malnourished.

“ There' sa partrcular k1nd
:of tired that ‘didn't exist .
‘twenty years ago It's'not the
tiredness that comes from
phys1cal labour ora long day;
at work ~~it's a bone- deep,
behind- the-eyes exhaust1on
that creeps in:even after a'.

full night's- sleep. We wake |
up reachmg for our phones

before :we've reached for -

‘water,. We scroll ‘through

other people's: 11ves ‘while:

“ours sits quietly in the room
: 'unexammed unheld: -

. -We've: started calllng i
burnout, doom-scrolling fa-
tigue,-digital overwhelm:

But: I'think the honest hame "
is sxmpler we're overfed and‘
;undernourlshed

PN

“The food: metaphor' is

worth sitting:with, " When ~
we talk.about a’ poor physi- -
cal diet; we: understand it
1nst1nct1vely — too much

3 ,ffelt rather than captroned

w1th norse but rarely carry
meamng S
- Most of us are eatmg the
second kind and pretendmg
1t's the first. . ST
. The present gen at1on is

»also the first fo have" grown :

‘up bemg watched. Curated. -
Performed. The teenager to- &
day doesn't:just live her hfe
= she lives it with an aware- -
ness, however background,
of how it might look to'an
-audience.: This" produces a-
~particular kind ‘of exhaus-
“tion that-older generatrons ﬁ
‘never quite had to navigate: -
“the exhaustion of being both' -
«the experience andthe. docu-
"mentation of the experlence
81multaneously
A digital diet, for thls
generatron isn't ]ust about
consuming less. It's aboutre- :
cla1m1ng the unrecorded mo- -
‘ment. The meal that doesn't
“bécome a:story. “The tr1p
-whete the phone stays in the::
bag. The- emotion, that gets

"This sounds like deprrva— g
tron only if you ve forgotten ™
‘what it felt like before Most
“people, once they taste it— i.} f.
real presence,: real sﬂence,
‘a mornmg without a s¢reen
— describe it as relief, As
commg up for air,.
I'm not interested in
drgrtal abstinerice, I'don't.’
thmk the answer 1s to throw N

. from some lofty perch — is the first to
grow up with mﬁmte content Not a lot of
_ content, Inﬁmte content The feed never:
ends. Yoa can scroll Instagram unttl the

"sun comes up and it will 1 never, not once,

say: that's enough goto bed i

The present generatlon — and I say thzs g ‘?'
| as someone ltvmg inside lt not observmg ‘

| sugar,. too much processed
| food; too little-of what actu-

the Tung Blai: Within the_

ally sustains:us:: The body "
gives feedback. It swells, -

displeasure known.
* But the mind? The m1nd
is qu1eter about its suffering.’

! It doesn't bloat visibly when
| 'we've binged three hours of+

algorrthm1cally curated con- -
tent designed to keep us emo-

| tionally: actrvated It doesn't &
: send sharp pain 51gnals when
*| we've consumed forty seven

‘half-formed. opinions- on- a”

subject-we don't truly un- -
'derstand; The. damage is,
{ slower; subtler and far more

: msrdrous e '

. The present generatlon
~— and I say, this.as someone:
llvmg ms1de jtynot observmg
from some:lofty. perch ~= s

| the first to’ grow up with
' 'mﬁmte content. Not.a: lot

of content :Infinite content

| The feed never ends. You ¢an

scroll Instagram until the sun:
‘comes up-and it will never,
not once; say that's enough
go to bed:

- That absence of an end-
1ng is one of the strangest

: ally

the phone mto a ,rrver and'
-move to: the’ hlllS though I

,understand the fantasy. on:
‘-particularly: bad- ‘Tuesdays.’-

‘Technology has' given us':

”’:,thmgs that ‘are genurnely,

;undeniably good.: Connec-
tion across distance. Access

‘to- knowledge that previous. -

‘generations would have "

- considered mrraculous The

ab111ty to find your people .
— your specific,: strange, ’

i partrcular people = even*

“if you live somewhere that

- doesn't contain them.: -
The pomt isn't to statve. -

The pomt is to eat mtentron-

+That” means choosrng
depth over volume. Itmeans ..

g askmg, occasionally,’ why

.you're reachmg for-.your E
~phone — boredom? lone= "
hness” anxrety" genume f
cur1051ty‘? - and notlcmg ‘

‘whether what you find there
: actually addresses that need:

L or just mutﬂes it for a mo- ;

‘ ment

CTt meansz acceptmg that

o 'the algorlthm is'not your -
“friend. It-is-a’ machme op-. -
‘timised for your engage-

: psychologlcal conditions

"actually look like, then?-

-about food. Not obsessively.

‘that changes how-you see

‘that makes you feel less alone .

‘than. when you’ “arrived, You :

silence feels unfamiliar. The: .

| the v1ews of the writers/| |

‘ment, ‘not your flourishing.
“These are different things. -
B Occaslonally they overlap
Mostly, they don't. . i
The’ most radlcal thmg
a person- can do in'this era f’j-,
is give something their full
attention. A book. A conver-- «
“sation. A meal. A walk. The .-
full, undrvrded \mrecorded :
presence of a human being. .
... .We-are not:losing our: "’
’._attentlon to ‘villains: We
.are surrendermg it, \mcre-,
“mentally, willingly, because
- the alternatives feel harder. :
Silerice requiires. you to be -
alone ‘with yourself. That .
takes practice. That' takes _
isomethmg like courage e
oA digital diet is;. at'its™
,heart a reclamation pro;-..
“ect. Not-of time, exactly
— though time matters. Of -
- the 'self.. Of the ability to
be ‘bored; to be-curious, fo: -
-"be still. To want somethmg
because you want:it; not be-~
"“cause 4n algorithm’ dec1ded
‘you should: We are what we".
- scroll. The- questlon worth -
_asking is: 1s thls who we -
want to be?. n
“Happmess is.a mysten-
ous thing, tobe found some-
“where between too httle and
too much,”
( Ruskm Bond)
i

humanity has ever llved m-~
side. =
What does a d1g1tal dlet

I think: about it the way a .
thoughtful person thinks

Not with guilt. But with some
awareness of what's goingin
and what it's domg once 1t
gets ‘there. :

- There s content that feeds
you — a long-form essay .

something, a documentary :

in your confusion about the
world, a conversatlon ‘thread
where people are genuinely |
wrestling with ideas rather
than ‘performing ‘qutrage.
This content leaves you fuller -

walk away from your screen -
and” carry. somethlng wrth

YOU e
And then’ there is content
that merely fills the space.
The scrolling that happens
not because. you're looking -
for - anythmg but because-

o

vid€os: you watch at’1.5x°
speed because even 1x feels
too slow, too present, too
demanding of your attention:
Tkée group chats that hpm




R et

. =~Thereis a feeling now that the state's name shou :
S reﬂect the local tribal 1dent1ty and ethos in the same: |
7 'way, that. Nagaland ‘acquired: its. name and so too

Mizoram. There are 16 different Naga tribes but | -
probably cae"

©- two words “Mi’ -

asserted in various forms. Th

- ““Let your hopes, not your hurts,
shape your Sfuture.”

— Raobert H Schuller o
The Shillong Times : - |
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Irrational & Populist Demands -
PRESSURE groups in Meghalaya don’t have enough

- issues to ensure that their names appear in newspa-:

pers and YouTube channels every single, day so they.
‘have to invent trivial issues to trigger the imagination
of an unthinking public led solely by emotior This

15 not the first time that the controversy of finding

an appropriate name for this state had created an

- uproar. The issue had gripped the minds of the politi- | )

cal leadership at.the time of ﬁghtmg fora separate
state. But they obviously hit arock in trying to arrive

" ‘at'a mutually- acceptable nomenclature. Some had

suggested names like KhaJaGa state and all kinds
‘of acronyms which were not agreed to by one or the
‘other ethnic community. This time a pressure group
from the Garo Hills has petitioned that the name of

~ Meghalaya should change to Khasl-Jamtla-Garo

Land. Such ridiculous suggestions are not only a

. waste of time but reveal how pressure. groups try.to.

‘earn ‘brownie points. There are many pressing issues
'in Garo Hills with education or the lack of it being a
major crisis point. There’s a huge vacuum in health
care and other governance issues. But such issues are

never ﬂagged In fact, very few citizens from:Garo |
Hills express their views before the media. Issues are |

regularly articulated by one or other pressure group:

“as if citizens have outsourced all thelr problems to~
C those groups. -

Those who suggest the name change argue that
“Meghalaya” is a Sanskrit-derived name meaning
the abode of clouds, a name coined by hoted Indian

- .-geographer, Shiba Prasad Chatterjec way back in
1936. This -name. is most suited for-a region that s
il covered with cumulus nimbus ( low lymg, cotton—
“like puffy clouds) or cirrus clouds (thm ‘wispy white:

‘high altitude clouds) generally seen inthe evemngs

.. Imagine arriving at a consensus on a name that.is
* . _inclusive and acceptable to all. It mrght take dozens
- of heated discussions with little hope of reachmg a

* consensus. An attempt to craft the Meghalaya anthem

" when the state turned 50 met with heated protests
. because it was not.inclusive enough. The. anthem |
-~ used by North East Slow-Food & Agro-Biodiversity:
- .Society (NESFAS)in 2015 when they observed thef
" International Slow Food Festival — Ko Mei. Ramew.

~isin fact the most inclusive anthem by. far.

THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026 . *

In the ﬁrst week of March
2014, T was shocked to read
in the newspaper the news
.concerning the termination
“of 246 teachers from service :
as they had been found to:”
have access to unlawful
methods to-get teaching-
posts in.primary schools;
‘of Meghalaya.] They had -
been termed as “TAINTED -
TEACHERS” s

had been my students and

- never questioned earlier; But -
“as these friends of mine under.
‘the investigation of CBI, had
been termed “TAINTED, -
-accepted the _]udgement of
the Court.. SOy

-~ But as years rolled by .+
and witnéssing the malprac-.:

ED.NIA) -

years,the catholic priest who
-was falsely-accused of hav-"_

‘and who ultimately dies in
‘the lock-up, the false and
unfounded accusation ‘and

‘governance; of Mr.> Manish

- Sanjay Singh, of Shri Sonam
.Wanchuk ', who champi
ons-the cause of people.in

“arrested and jatled:while - -
travelhng by train; bran
Jing:them- as agents of h
man trafficking, are just fi

‘outstandmg falluresk of the
departments i in wh1ch I hi
reposed great trust

As’

received during this period,
-all these:teachers had gone

they ag,reed on the name N
fronT i A

~with-pierce earlobes.

agreed to the names is nothing’ short of a

‘These days’ md1gene1ty or.in 1genousnes' S:
~one such assertion. There may

‘of the State Reservation Pohcy which the Khasi and

* . Jaintia claim'is not based on‘the populatlon ratio..
: Ordlnary c1t1zens ‘feéel-that Meghalaya is already a
v ‘well-settled name and- representative of the three
-+ major tribes hence there is no need to upset the apple

- “.cart at this Juncture Besides, people already know
- -~ this state and any attémpt to change 1ts nomenclature ‘
- ..will'have other unforeseen conse

.affect tourism:

ion:to mtegrated planters of!
e ficus plant so that it shall

e'word Mizo comes ; om.
i -meaning person and ‘Zo’ meamng
e h1gh1ander The fact that people of these two major|’
v tribes .

" miracle else the battles that would have been fought

" justto agree on a name would taken many hves :

nornis and formalities when

ower Primary school

E11g1b111ty Test) and the int
“view, or had completed

at.| of the UG courses w1th

> more to come. As’ ‘} :
it is; the three tribes are still debating: the: farrness

“EDN.360/85/Pt.11/428 Dat-
ed 24.11.2008 andAdvertls

12010 the ap-

es that will

, : Erratlc Declslon
_ -Makmg Culture

Edltor ‘:v : : b
This. is: with reference
to the letter titled “Where

_is the Ward’s Lake Bridge” -
i by John'K Rani-published
‘in your esteemed _daily on’
~ -7 April 3,.2026, it is always,’
.. reassuring to see-our citi-"
. .w.zens” concern-for the fate -
. of the Ward’s Lake bridge '
“which is an iconi¢ land-
- -mark of our city. The “some -
:local architectural firm”
mentioned-happens to be-

‘us “atelier A+ We were

- formally commissioned:in

" 2024 by the Department of
-Forests (the custodians of .
Ward’s Lake at'the time) to -
redesxgn the bridge after-it:

was declared structurally un-:

. safe and closed to the public
< after it was last renovated.:
~post its partial destructlon by

the Great Assam Earthquakej«

of 1897.

"Because the brrdge is'an’
1con1c public structure—not
a playground for design

‘experiments—we conducted .
.~ a public poll on social me-

.dia-platforms. Over. 95%

.of respondents expressed

a clear desire to retain the

, orrgmal form. Taking that
" seriously, we resisted the .

now-fashionable: urge to

reinvent everything in sight,

Instead, we carefully studied. °

_its history and proposed”.
a design that restored the -
t,.‘orlglnal British-era bridge,

but with a thoughtful addi-

-into a living breathing entity
thereby ‘paying homage to-

. our own ancient indigenous
knowledge in bridge. build-

ing-technology or. craft in -
this case. .77~
‘The proposal. whlch was
vetted by NIT Shillong; cost -
a modest Rs-1.5 crores, and " -
“"was duly submitted and ap-
~proved by the Forest Depart-
ment which' simultaneously

to have taken the same route
-as many sensible public pr
“posals—filed somewhere by

Lake was transferred‘to the
« Department of Tourism. And

‘with that, the bridge project -
~seems to have vanished—not -
structurally’ this time," but s

admlmstratlvely

‘What has ' not: vamshed :

- however, is the steady .con--

~version of a public green

“space into-an expensive -

ticketed event ground. One-
cannot help. but notice that
- the current: approach seems; .

less concerned with the -

- citizenis of Shillong and far.:
‘more attentive to “guests’— ¢
read:. tourists-—who are, by. -
_definition, temporary. "The
residerits, meanwhile, appear

'to have been gently reposi--
-tioned as occaswnal vrsltors
-to their own city.’

This brings . us”to the‘

much- -discussed issué of

sorieddy overtake, the steel
railings to gradually ‘evolve’

“ asked:for sanction from the
“Government. That sanction .-
- approval,-howevet, appears::

tween “under consrderatlon
~and “never to be seen again.’ 7
Shortly. thereafter, Ward’s .

~festivals. Contrary fo popu-
lar belief, the city-did not

ourists can relate with. an
dent1fy themselves.”
Our award-winning p
posal for-the Barik PI‘O_]eCt

rief. Tt included a. large
urpose- desrgned pubhc
- plaza capable of accommo:
dating festivals;: gathermgs
<“and: cultural eventsi-with:

“'shamianas, visual urban

- of ‘ecological spaces into"

dare currently improvising so-
 lutions for had already been"
addressed——thoughtfully,
“and in advance.: ’

- That project, t00, has
“since been put on hold ‘and so
‘we now find ourselves in the
.rather iconic, sorry; ironic

situation. where-planned,
designed, and publicly en-
visioned. solutions remain :

{ventlons take centre stage! .
- To summarise: The bndge

ex1sts——as a.design; vet-.
" ted and ready. The public -

supported it. The proposal
~was submitted. And then, -

- It was all the more shock-.j
mg to.me as;some of them -

friends whose credibility I.-

tices exercised by some of ;-
the. government and non-:
‘government. departments, 1’
doubt the credibility of some -
of these’ 1nst1tut10ns ( CBI

. The' cases'relatmg to5—
_Fr Stan-Swaimny, aged:83 ..

+ing links with Maojsts after
‘the government agencies:
:had: downloaded: question--.*
able materials-into his laptop - .

imprisonment of Shri Arvind ;-
Kejriwal, the ex-Chief Min-

sster of Delhi; known for: <3/
his total integrity and: good-

Sisodia; the deputy to Shri-
Arvind Kejriwal, of Shri -

‘through- all the required-

‘they. applied ‘for .the-post’
-of Assistant .teachers in-the .

recrultment process mrtl-é; d
-ated v1de Notification No.:

pomtments ‘were‘made.and g
: those who received the ap-

~priorities changed. “The con-

‘suddenly . discover the need.
for public event spaces.
:'As part. of the: Smart. City -
~initiative; the Government
of Meghalaya itself had -
organised an international
desrgn conipetition way back -
‘in 2018 for.a “world-class
“jconic landmark” at Barik
Pomt——a ‘centrally located
3.5-acre site intended to.
" create a space “wherein the
:people of Meghalaya and/

~out the need-for temporary
clutter, or the ,conversion"r:' e

‘makeshift venues. In other’
< -words, the very problem we

shelved—while ad-hoc inter- -

Allegedly Talnted Teachers

By Fr James Mam (SDB)

po1ntments were asked to at- e

.‘tend the orientation program
1n the different Diet centres.
- The newly selected teach-
‘érs were appointed in dif-
. ferent primary. schools of
Meghalaya k

ruary 2014, It came as a-:

- thunderbolt: The termination
of teachers from Service was: - .

due to the finding of the High
Level Scrutiny Committee
(HLSC) constituted under *

the directions of the Hon’ble
~Gauhati High-Court ( Divi- -
': sion Bench) 1n WA No 52

of 2011 :
HLSC rehed upon the

Central Bureau of Investiga- -

_tion: (CBI) report: which al-
- leged manipulation of marks -
and. interference by public:

.. functionaries dunng the se- -
: 'pleaded that the tainted teach-
“ers who were never involved "

- "lection process. :

- The:entire matter was
comprehenswely adjudicated
by the Hon’ble- High Court -

-of Meghalaya in its common

-judgement dated 02.11. 2017

.in WANo.520f2011 where-

* by the 'selection process for .

certam centres (- Shillong :
: Al

i alleged acts of g few. *

Thus started a 11fe of un-
certainty, d1s111u51onment

~/and poverty -for the.246"
* teachers. They did not know

_. how to handle. the situation.
" The whole society looked -

g : . down on them. as dishonest -

Thén“comes the most-,
un’expected event..-the ter+ "
mination of teachers in Feb— .

persons. They could not" .
seek: alternate appomtments
elsewhere.All the doors were
closed to themi, - -~

‘The: Hon’ ble Supreme
vCourt vide its: Order dated
106.04.2018 in SLPO Diary

- No. 40348 6£2017 permitted .

' the ‘above-mentioned teach-
ers to move the High Court -

and seek redress, recogmz- :

mg their nght to be heard.
“ Though they. had acute
scarmty of funds;to engage. -

-lawyers to.take ‘their cause,

‘the All-Meghalaya. anary

- School*Teachers Associa--.

tion filed a Review Petition
_wherein: it was spec1ﬁcally

in any malpractice should not-
“have been. punished. for the -

On~.04;09. 2025 the

Hon’ble court of Meghalaya
pronounced the all important -

Judgement CrlPetn. Nos:.
12 36, 70 & 71 of 2023

‘Ladakh; of the Christian nuns’ -

' came to a sudden halt. The;
.~did not know where and who

“the various schools of Khasi

a couplc of years.. It was
not just. their livés but'of -

defamed. They felt that they'

They Had been hurt beyond

“to.turn to, They had already
given unstinted ‘service in -

-(*A"3) from, all criminal’

~ Jaintia;, Garo regions’ for.

' the entire families that were: -
shattered: They-had béen

“had’been falsely accused."

Court has d1scharged the
Education Minister, Smti M

Ampareen Lyngdoh, (A
the Director:ShriJ.D.Sangma

(A2) and-the Deputy Direc
‘tor, Smti Ameka I.-Lyngdo

liability,’ holding that there
“was no: sufficient evidence
of conspiracy, fraud, Torgery,

- been judicially. found to be

. allegat1on, has become .un-

“- ously "violative of Articles
=14 and 21:of the const1tut1on

. Government in the interest of

. natlon order issued pursuant

- who were not found guilty of -
“any misconduct, with conti-: { .-

‘have cons1stently held that
when the foundation of ad-
ministrative: action ceases |

. to-exist; the consequent1al,' .i
. orders automatically fall.-

Now: that the alleged’
criminal' irregularities have

» unfounded and non-existent, -
the termjnation of the teach-
. ers 5 based -solely on such

tenable; arbitrary, ‘and seri-~

of India. 0
‘In view of the changedv
c1rcumstances one urges the

:justice to take the followmg
act1ons . s
B Recons1der the tenm-

-to the 2014-actions based on
" the HL:SC report; :

2. Reinstate 1mmed1ate1y
“all the: -untainted feachers

_nuity of services, pension-
ary and other consequent1a1
“benefits -

43 Treat. the perrod; of |-
unemployment as:notional
for. seniority and. |-
.as the|:
termination. was founded on |

service:,
‘pension purposes;,

allegations now disproved .

i 'Most of the terminated [
'teachers have rendered:in- |
valuable service for: several |«
- years and were removed from " |-

service without any personal

only hvehhqod and continue

o suffer severe financial and |-

soc1al hardshlps
What has further shockedﬁ

Ampareen Lyngdoh nor}
hri. Jeffrey D Sangma nor

-Ameka . Lyngdoh has |-
come dut: openly to'help:|

-and support and plead for’
the innocence: of these vast.
umbers of teachers who are

llJangulshlng ‘inder ‘the
welght of the: false accusa<
tions.-They. have gone scot:
free and the world ends there:
for them, \Ybataboutputtmgi

-_or nanipulation and that con-

-tinuation of such proceedings-
after 117  years”would no
Ve the ends of justice. -

‘repair:; They felt that they;

had been thrown ‘
| precipice. chee

".ers was entirely the responsi-
bility ‘of the Selection Com--

mittee. If they had noticed. -
anomalie: "w1th any: of the

-the: candldates to them, ac-~

tion' should have. been taken :
>+ basis for declaring the sell

' somewhere along the way, -

- cern expressed in the earlier -
letter is valid—the bridge is -
-missing. “The difference is,

‘lack of intent, effort, o pub-~: -
~Tic willJt snnply did not fit",
into the - script of the current
‘Goverriment. Perhaps some
day, that script will include -
~-the citizens of Shi

Ed1tor :
“The recent development

-*¢oncerning the Garo: Hills -

** Autonomous District Coun--:
~cil(GHADC) marks a truly
historic moment in-the:po-:

litical and cultural journey of

Meghalaya s tribal commu-:
“nities. The decision to make
"2 Scheduled Tribe (ST) cér=

- didates contesting GHADC:
- elections is not merely a

- procedural amendment, it is -

a powerful reaﬁirmatron of -
“‘the very purpose. for which -
‘Autonomous District Coun-
cﬂs were created... -
Under the leadersh1p
of Conrad K. Sangma, the *
move has been welcomed :-

t down Tire
i Hon’ble ngh Court of Me— :

~we know-.it 'was not.due.to’

--addresses-those concerns...
= directly. by ensurmg that the .

il - of intent. Autonomous Dis-;

v . in states like Meghalaya;,-

ghialaya dated 04.09.2025 in

* Crl.Petn.Nos 12;36, 70 & 71 -

02023 titled CBI v Mazea

,“Ampareen Lyngdoh & Ors.

This discharge order com

tely’ exonerates the.mai
* decision-makers whosg al
leged actions formed the sole

ion tamted” and for tenm
nating the teachers’'service
The Hon’ble Supreme Court
h:

asa long-overdue correction:
~.that strengthens the constitu:
~tional'vision of safeguardin
~.indigenous rights, For. de
~cades; there have been'con
‘cerns that the spirit of tribal .
- self-governance was. being
~diluted. This amendment.”

“council remains, firmly: i1

represent :
The. srgmﬁcance of th1
cision lies. in its clarit

-~ trict Councils, particularly -~

werg established to}protect »
bal identity; ¢ stoms; ‘and

“governance structures. By .

mandating: ST -certification -
or electoral candidates,.
¢’GHADC has: remforced

* this foundational-principle;
; ensurmg “that governance
“remains rooted in the tradi-

“ tions; values, and asplratlon ,
‘of the tribal communities. -
-Chief-Minister:Conrad
_Sangma’s support for- this
measure reflects a‘leader-

“ship approach that balances:

‘sensitivity with de¢isiveness.
- At a time when tensions-and

~ uncertainties had emerged

around the electoral pro- .

- tificate mandatory. for can-: . €SS his endorsement of the

amendment signals a com--
mitmerit to long-term stabil-+

ity and. 1nclus1v1ty Rather’

than ‘allowing the. issue to
.remain a-source of conflict;
“the government has backed a -
_ssolution that aligns with both
" constitutional safeguards and
pubhc sentiment. - -
Importantly, thls declsron

: ‘teachers by reinstating; them.

~for good govérnance and fair-
. our brothers and sisters have
- anguish, uncertainty, and’

-‘)ment bring solace and com-
- fort to the remaining years of |

;i that tribal identity is not

- and political tights are bemg .
‘protected in'a meanlngful
-and lasting way. -

supported by the state leader-

* opment-and cultural preser-
“vation can go hand in hand.

'ful foundat1ons

-a-word with the government .
to remstate therr brothers and

‘my earnest appeal to

e Governmient, headed by | |
the Hon’ble ChiefMinistér,
onrad Sangma, to restore
stice ‘and " dignity:to our.

to'their ‘posts . This'will help_
to remove a grave blot affect-
ing our state which is noted

play in all its dealings. These’
lost 17 of their youthful years.

defamation. Can the govern-:

also-carries deep symbolic

value..For many,-it. repre- -
sents the:eéulmination of a:
demand that has existed.for
generations; an’ ass'ertronf‘

negotlable but central to the

the region. It:restores con-
fidence among the peoplev
that-their-voices, . culture,”

. In essence, thts 1s more‘
thananelectoral reform. Itis

munities while strengthemng
" democratic institutions. With
*-this ‘move, the GHADC,

ship, has set a precedent that

“underscorts the importance

of. authent1c1ty 'in represen- :
tation. ;=

o AS Meghalaya contmues

to progress, such decisions

reinforce the idea that dével-

‘The 1eadersh1p of Conrad:
~K Sangma, in backing this
historic' amendment, has
“ensured that the future of
“tribal governance remains’
firmly anchored in. 1ts nght-

: Yours etc,
Jack Sylemheh
V1a ema11

| The Shzllong Times

Artlcles and letters ap-|
pearlng on this page are

fault:Many have crossed the :b
upper. age. limit, lost their |

. me is: the fact none of thef :.
main- accused Smt1 Mazeal -

Gynae-col()glst

~ By Jairaj Chhetry

the truest sense, synonymous

of gynaecology in the Garo "
Hilis,: DrivArdina Koknal:

compassion, and unwaver--
ing dedication’ throughout
'her life’s work. "

“In the annals of devoted
medrcal 'service and quiet.
human excellence; her life
‘stands as a ‘testament to-
perseverance; intellect; and -
.compassionate duty. Born on
‘the 8th of January, 1952, in.
Kochugaon in the Bodoland
region of Assam, she was the
cherished 'daghter-of the
late Pa Promison R. Momin

| and'Ma Hejini K. Marak.

‘Raised ‘within’a close-knlt
: fam11y, alongsrde one elder

Al 1 \«.‘

A doctor who became, in’

with the very art and science -

. Marak embodied excellence .

“+her accompllshments serv-" 7

.:ing as a beacon of i msprratlon
or generations.

:c1ahsatron, she resumed her

-, Upon returning to Tur o
C1v11 Hospital after-her spe- - -

“seryice. with ‘renewed ex- B
“pertise. She devoted: herself v
- wholeheartedly to the care of !

- mothers and children, bnng- L
ing comfort to the distressed - -

* and hope to the vulnetable. ~

:In'the collective memory of . -
the people of the Garo Hills -~

. her name ‘came. to%voke
_trust, skill, and unwavermgf

dedication—so much so that s

- she wasregarded asthe very ',

embodlment of excellence in i

; “her field." o
+ T due course, she was e, "ﬂ :
trusted with responsibilities = -

at the Matem1ty and Chl

= "-“\Frbm"dy‘buhg age‘ | Dr Mardk,
displayed a remarkable znclznatzon
 towards leam’zjﬁg;_Herfo_r‘maﬁve
educatlon began at T ura Chrzstzan
Girls’ ’School ‘where her academzc ‘
f,’promzse soon became evzdent

In 1970, she passed her- Hzgher
,Secondary School Leavzng Certzﬁcat
'examznatzon wzth dlstmctzon securzng
.a ﬁrst dzvzszon—an achzevement
' that reﬂected both dzllgence and
s zntellectual brzllzance 3

and two, "younger srhlmgs,
her'early/years were shaped..-

by simplicity, dlscrplme, and o

deeply rooted values. -

able inclination towards.-
-learning. Her format1ve edu--

| cation began at Tura-Chris- -

.tian’ Girls?: School where: .

becameevident. In 1970, she .

distinction, securing a first .

~ 7 }division—anachievement " :
| that reflected both d111gence

and intellectnal brilliance.::

. That same year, she en-
"tered Cotton College in Gu-
wahati; completing her Pre
UniVersity Science course jn

-ambitiofi to serve humamty
-througl medicine, she pro- .
ceeded to Assam. Medical
College in'Dibrugarh, where -
she undertook - her MBBS
studies. By 1977, she had-
‘successfully . completed her:
‘degree, followed by her in-:
:ternshrp in*1978; thus enter-"
ing the noble profession she -

“From a young age; Dr,
Marak displayed a remark-" -

her academic promise soon’

passed her: Higher Second- /.
1:ary School: Leavmg Cer-+.
tificate” examination with

1971::Guided.by-a resolute:

~-would 'honour"through‘out :

Hosprtalnn Tura There, - -

‘through quiet ‘perseverance
“and steadfast commitment,

g

" she distinguished herselfas "

:a devoted.and dependable
caregiver. Her service ini the;!

‘Government Hospital re- - .

ﬂected d1sc1phne, hum111ty,
‘and-'an"unshakeable.sense”
of duty, continuing until her -
retirement on. the 3lst of
January, 2011.. :

- did Tiot. mark the end of hey. -

'service. Through her as- -

sociation with the National
Rural Health Mission, she
continued to’ contrrbute as
~a’contractual pract1t1oner
oﬂ‘ermg her knowledge’ and
.experience for the welfare of

of professional ‘excellence:

-~ Retirement, however}

emerges ‘another portra1t-—' :

‘one of. grace, resilience,

~and moral strength. ‘She -
‘was . married to-Dr. Prabhat -
~Kiusum Das on the 14th of -~

iSeptember, 1978,.a union

“ithat refiected shared values
‘of service and commitment.’
From an early age, she ex- -
‘hibited a gentle disposition

~-and ‘an-earnest inclination »}fff

‘toward service. Her upbring-

lng, marked by s1mp11c1ty

j“Her professzonal ]ourney commenced
at Tu ura szzl Hospztal inl 978 where she o

‘governance framework in =

served asan Asszstant Surgeon Over the
. next twelve years, she dtstmgulshed herself v
through tzreless dedlcatzon and a deep sense 2
Lideof responszbllzty Yet her pursuzt of
knowledge did not cease. In"1990, she il
advanced her studzes at.the Regzonal Medzcal S
College under Mampur Unlverszzy in Imphal
speczalzszng in Obstetrzcs and. Gynaecology 5 ?f',f
She completed her MD in 1 991, markmg a: o

.a deﬁnmg step towards pre- |
serving the 'unique identity’ -f ,
--of Meghalaya s tribal com-

mzlestone of profound szgnzﬁcance

BT A P
herhfe D A R U
 Her profess1onal journey

: commenced at.Tira Civil
Hospital in 1978, where she

served as an Assistant Sur-
geon. Over the next twelve .

.years, she’ d1st1ngulshed

herself through tireless dedi-
cation and ‘a deep sense
of responsibility. Yet; her

‘pursuit of knowledge did.-

not cease. In:1990, she ad-

Regional Med1ca1 College -
under Manipur, Unlversrty
in Imphal, specialising’in -
Obstetrics and Gynaecology

-She: completed her MD ‘in. !

1991, marking a m1lestone,
of profound significance.-

" Dr. Marak holds the rare
drst1nct1on of being. the first -

‘woman. from'the Koknal

community to attain an MD

degree. She also standsl

.| among the pioneering wom-
‘the views of the writers/|.

{authors. and not that of

en of the'A’chik community "

‘to- achieve such dcademic. -

-] and professional eéminence,

vanced. her studies at the -

and moral strength shaped
‘her character 1n profound
ways. o

"veloped both intellectual”

‘acuity and-a compassronate ; .

-heart, dedicating heTself to
‘the ‘care of others. Though
~her journey was not with- -
“‘out trials, she bore them'.
‘with dignity and resilience.
‘Through perseverance and. .
:quiet determination, she ful-":
“filled ber duties with grace;.
‘leaving behind a legacy of .
1kindness;” ded1cat1on, and
selﬂess service.

In reﬂectmg upon her

llfe, one ‘is. reminded that -
itrue greatness often resides-

“As she’ grew, she’ de- AN

‘not-in loud acclaim, but.in"/ =~ -

-“silent, steadfast devotion to"

. the well-being of others. The .
‘life. and ‘service of Dr. Ar-

“dina- Koknal Marak remain -
‘a luminous example of such
greatness~an endunng ins
;spiration to all who aspire to. -
:serve with mtegnty, ompas-
.sion, and quiet strength.. -
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Why Has NEHU Not Captured.
The Natlonal Imaglnatlon" |

.- ByD. V. Kumar

“Every burden is a blessing.”.
: — Walt Kelly
The Shlllong Times. -
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Worsening war
AS the clock ticks by the seconds, the Iran. war is
escalatmg to new leyels. Presrdent Donald Trump
‘has ;ssued a stern Warmng to Tehran, ‘which rejected

" it with a wave of its hands. Iran has also rejected a

ceasefire proposal from mediators. The President i is
0bv1ously getting impatient. Five Weeks into the war,
Iran refuses to-be cowed down. It i 1s shootlng down
American ﬁghter jets and refusmg to reopen the
Strait of Hormuz the closure of Whlch has caused a
huge global economic cnsrs Trump s fatest warmng
was that he would pound Iran’s bndges and ‘power
houses with missiles: by Tuesday evening ‘Eastern |
" Time. However, huge explosrons occurred in Iran
in recent hours, ‘meaning that “lettmg loose of hell
on Iran” by the US-Israel combme was under v Way ,
Trump s 1mpat1ence was evrdent in the manner in
‘which he- expressed hlmself on hlS 5001al media
page, Truth Socral He used expletlves agalnst Tran’ S.
leadershlp The Iraman emb3551es s1multaneously
began ° shammg the Amerlcans W1th mires on-
the downing of a pnzed US F-35 ﬁghter jety saymg,
what crashed was rather the” Amerlcan pride.” The
suffermg does not conﬁne 1tself to the’ Iramans or
the Amerrcans or the Israehs - Who all are dlrectly;
mvolved 1n the’ War but the World at large.

) Pnces of almost every commodlty are shootmg up.-
Even lemons have become dearer crtmg the excuse
that transportatlon costs have mcreased as a result'
“ofthe supply cham dlsruptlons But lemon: farmers
_or agncultunsts asa whole are not beneﬁted Cartels*

"~ " in the trade inflate the rates at the1r sweet Wlll and

 the governments have not been able to. regulate the.
markets ‘Hotels across the country are facmg the
brunt as LPG supplies have been hit. Eatéries have
ralsed their. pnces India’s. economlc malnstay, the.
constructlon sector is hit by masswe pr1ce 1ncreases .

 And this could further worsen “The second month’
- of the war has been worse —vis-a-vis its 1mpact on

pubhc life. The av1at10n sector contlnues to face
dlsruptlons whlle ﬂlghts take crrcurtous routes to
avold the hotspots in the Middle East. Airfares have

mﬁatlonary trends in recent years, the obverse is hap—
.pening now. The Indlan currency is now ata record
low. Fears are that, if the war persrsts the Rupee
~could plunge furthér t0 110 per dollar. i

Governmental interventions hke cuts on petrol’

“and dlesel duties have helped regulate pr1ces at-fuel

statlons Motorlsts have not been affected much;

but -whether the scenano Would remam the same

S o after the present round of assembly polls isa brg
. concern. How long thls war would course through'

- is unpredlctable Iran has its strong mlhtary ‘rank-
-ing ‘16th i in the World The Islamrsts ‘who' run ‘the
government there are, adamant Tran’ s 1and army is.
_ of the size of nearly a mlllron Their morale remams.

~ high. Confrontmg them on the ground is easier said-

than done. This would appear to be a predlcament~
- for President Trump, ‘who would alternatrvely ralse
the intensity, of the fight from the skies. The more’
the war carries on the Worse it erl be for people
_across the: world. =~ :
:Letters to the Edito

Selective

- Enfield, often referred to_as

» - toward brand, engin
. “Bullet” bikés—appear to -

* be'receiving leniency despite.. -
Enforcement ~“having equ%ally, if not more,,
On Modlﬁed - _disruptive modlﬁed exhaust
) - systems TR
. o Itis 1mportant to note that,
EXhauSts not all Royal Enfield. motor- -
A GrOW]ng . cycles are inhetently noisy. In-
, fact, stock Royal Enfield bikes
Concel‘n that comply with BS6 emis- .
Editor, ~ sion norms are manufactured

~In recent times, trafﬁc €n- ;,

forcement authorities have

intensified théir crackdown
on vehicles fitted with modi--
: fied exhaust systems, citing”
concerns over noise pollution .

» and public disturbance. While

. this initiative is necessary and - -
-~ widely supported, an emerging

" issue of selective enforcement
~has begun to raise questions

" about fairness and cons1stency :
Cin pol1cmg e

Across many c1t1es own-

- ers of scooters and standard -
~ motorcycles.are being fined

‘heavily for installing after-
matket-exhausts that produce

excessive noise. These actions -
~are justified under existing '
motor vehiclé laws, which -
prohibit modifications that .
- altera vehicle’s original speci-

. fications dnd contribute to en-

“-vironmental-poliution. How--.
ever, a noticeable pattern has -
_surfaced: certain categories -

of motorcycles—particularly

to meet strict noise regulations '

and do not produce excessive

“sound. The. issue arises only
when these motorcycles are -

- fitted with illegal modified
-exhausts that-amplify noise

beyond permissible limits. .-

This percelved neglect has -
,sparked frustration-among
. the general public. Riders of
scooters and.smaller bikes:

often report being stopped,
inspected, and fined -without

- hesitation, while louder, heav-

ily modified Royal Enfield

motorcycles pass through’
- checkpoints without scrutiny. -
The inconsistenty not only
- undermines the purpose.of the -
law but also erodes public trust

in enforcement agencies.

Noise pollution is not se-. -
- lective—it. affects everyone

equally. Whether the source-
is a scooter, a sports bike, ora
cruiser motorcycle, the impact -
-on- communities remains. the
same. Therefore, enforcément
must be uniform, without bias .

Thave justretired from the

pus. I am deeply indebted
to the . students, research '
scholars, colleagues and

‘the staff at the Department

of Soclology, NEHU -for -,
making-my academic life a’

Sulfilling - one. Inc1dentally,

the Department is going o’

_celebrate fifty years of its
“existence this year unider the

Headship of Prof.. Rekha M.
Shangpliang, who is the first .
woman to head the depart-.

‘ment. Twish the department

suckcess in 'whatever it does.::
This article is not about

the challenges which the

umversrty is currently facing ./

interms ofhow itis managed -

TLunderstand that the present.
administration is’ handling’

the situation in the best way .~ -
it could. Much credit is to be .

given.to it.for managing the

university under very dif-
Sicult circumstances, This is..

about a much’ larger issue. It

is about why NEHU, desplte, v
.the fact that - it has been in

existence for more than ﬁfty
years, has- not been able to

-OCCUpy & s1gmﬁcant part of
the national imagination. Ex-

.cept-in“somé academic/uni-:

versity:spaces, any-mention ",
.of NEHU in- non-academic
“and :non-university: - spaces - -

invites. curious: questions

North-Eastern Hill Univer- *
sity (NEHU), Shillong cam-"

_they may be, ‘would make -

. it-irrelevant to-the society.
Routined academic activities

such as holding of . classes
and examinations, awardmgt
.- of degrees etc. are somethmg
which happen in every uii- -
‘versity and they aldhe do not
‘add any umqueness to a unis~
versity. A umversny Wthh
v stands for critical imagi-

nation, alternative forms
of thmkmg, ‘questioning of "
.dominant and hegemonic-

_narratives ‘and the ability. -
-to take a position however,
disagreeable it may be to thel
power ‘structures. becomes

unique.in that sense. It is
" then that it beglns to capture .

natlonal 1mag1nat10n .
Perhaps comparison with
Jawarharlal Nehru Universi-..
ty, arguably the most promi-..
nent public umiversity. in the! .
- country, becomes illustrative: -
. The total populatlon of INU .,
may ' not be more than-10, -
000, or so. Some colleges in .’
- India are much bigger than -

, that. Desplte its smaller size, -

* why is that JNU is the most " -
talked about umver51ty inthe "
country? What is 'so umque
about it? .

My understandlng is that,,

- immediate implementation |

ofthe umver51ty were deeply
involved in’'raising protest -
against what they considered.- -
a Very\authorltarlan move -
by the government. It shot -~
.into national -fame almost

~overnight. It had been es-.'

tablished only-a few years-
earher (1969) but it began -

to be talked about-in public * o so, when universifies were -
spaces to borfow an expres-.

‘sion from'Habermas'(a great

. ‘social theorist ‘who passed

away. recently); JNU. sym-
.bolised the most trenchant

'j critique about a step: ‘which -

"Indira Gandhi took which .
,shook'the foundations of the
Indlan Republlc o

Or let us take another

development ‘1.e. destruc-;

“tion of Babri Masjid and the. .

.~ Ayodhya ‘movement which . launched by America-Israel"

“.also constituted-an attack on -
the foundational principles ¢ of

..our Constltutlonle secular- "

-ism-and- democracy Itwas:
.the then INU historians’
. statemeént released .in- 1989
“titled The Political’ ‘Abuse -
of H1story contributed sig~,
mﬁcantly to.the debate that -
- surrounded. the Ayodhya -
controversy It had.been |
. praised and critiqued in equal.

measure but the pomt is that :

:such as where-it is located,
-whether it is apubhc umver ey
‘s1ty ornot etc e

_“However, this: does notf

Prtme Mmster of tne countty Indtra (r?»andht JN U

mean that the: contribution :
‘of /NEHU 'can- be-under: -

‘mined. Its: products have

‘| done and are 'doing - quite*
*Well in academlcs state civil: -

‘services; med1a polltlcs etc.”
‘An. impressive: amount of

f-‘bore the brunt of attacks ﬁom the government

hlstorrcally it’ has enjoyed
enormous 1deologlcal domi-;

data on social, economic and\ ‘nance which is based on-

‘political reality concerning *
the north-east has been col-:
lected by the umverslty It -
offers a conducive academic

atmosphere This writer him-
| self has benefited from that .. ness-fo embrace alternative-

‘and whatever publicationshe .-

‘has to his credit “are largely
due to that. Still one would

one would have expected any

' public university to get at the
i nationa}’ level.”

One- response could be
that it is located in a ‘femote’

“part of India and hence goes

‘unnoticed. But Cherrapunjx
is also: located in: Megha-

‘laya; yet it isa very popular -
tourist place in-the country.”:
The reason being that there .
is somethmg unique about -
it as having recorded. the;'

highest rainfall. What oné is

trying to-indicate is that there. -

has to be. somethlng unique
about a place, an institutiorn

I resistance,
‘espousal of foundatienal ~

wonder why it has not been . principles of Constifution . pressure Eom milti-natiorial **
-able to get the recognition :

» its ‘refusal to Justify and
“legitimize. ‘the status quo, its -
“readiness to question every -
~‘dominant- and hegemonic
‘idea and’ pol1cy, its willing-"

p0551b1ht1es its. power of
“itsr consistent

such-as equality, justice, de-
mocracy and secularism. Tts '
" history- of speaking_ truth to *

*  power has become legendary. :
That:is'why it has become a -
- very powertiil :“ideological -
-site. By taking positions on
. different issues; it seeks:to:
“engage: swith the soclety at*

*large, arousing; its curiosity . -

‘represents. Tt is a- cumula-

about the nature- of the,uni-:
“versity ‘and what it actually

tive process which results in

* the University capturing the
‘ natlonal 1mag1nat10n T

or- organisation to get the

recogmtlon that it craves for.

ness of a university lie? In

myunderstanding it lies in its -
“in 1975 by the then Prime.

willingness:and réadiness to

reflect on burning issues'con-- .

fronting the society at large :
Failure to reﬂect and: articu- -
late its posmon on.issues of " .

the day. however unpalatable

size, Or
perceived statys.” ‘

that all vehicles, regardless of

“:type or popularlty, are subjéct .
. tb the same-standards. Trans-

“parent guldelmes, regular

checks, and accountability.

in enforcement practices are

“essential to.restore public:

confidence. Moreover, aware-

ness campaigns’ should be -
conducted to educate all riders” -
- about the legal and enyiron=.

mental implications of veh1cle
modifications.

“In conclusion, Wh11e the " -

.crackdown, on mod1ﬁed ex-

‘hausts is, a step in the right .
direction; its effectiveness

Authorities - must- ensure

“Let us look at some of
those ‘happenings in the--

country-where JNU took-a’
+ UGC introduced equity regu- °
lations - seekmg toend dis-:.

. very clear and. strong posi-

So-where does:the unique- - tionvirtually dominating the:

discourse about them. When
Emergency was declared "

Minister of the country, In-'

dira Gandhi,. JNU bore the "
.brunt’ of  attacks from the

‘government; It was because-

many. students -and ‘teachers -

’ professional detailed project
reports on ‘renovation of the
‘iconic' Wards. Lake and the

' huge Space at Barik by local -

architectural firm “Atelier
A+ Perhaps this letter will
induce-'thé powers that be -

" to pay due attention. to the.

- fairness. and justification‘of: -
:“amount, arranging cash for the

€

depends on impartial imple- *

of the law is. not just a legal

- necessrty——lt is d cornerstone ¢ -

of. Justrce

- Name w1thheld on request

Via emall g

Letter of

Apprematlon

" Editor,

I truly appreciate’ The
Shillong Times for. pub-
lishing Architect Aiban §
Mawkhroh’s letter concerning’
the neglect and ufter disregard

. of the presént dlspensatlon in -

the state to Well- meamng and

 Yours ctc, ﬂlght can be booked. in sec-

. mentation. Equal enforecement .-

“awarding projects to merit-
based to homegrown profes-
swnals S

- F. Warijri,
Shlllong 3

When Dlgltal

India stops at

the Hospltal
.Gate

Edrtor —
“We 11ve at a time where a

onds, afee can be paid with a
-tap, arid- money travels faster

.thani thought. Yet, step into-

certain government offices, -

“and it feels like time quletly

. slows down.

with the world, adapting, up--
" grading, reﬁmng Meanwhile, .

- Notice the d1fference‘7
The private sector moves

‘some government- -operated
“instititions remain -anchored -
‘to' cash and queues, to the .
~ small ritual of counting notes .

-‘'and making the -public’ dig ."-G¢

‘l‘JNU hlstorrans led by' an
r"emlnent historian: Romila
_‘Thapar tried to present an

~alternative: viewpoint wh1ch
they tried to show that it was -
~based: on evidence not faith. -

- This significantly 1mpacted
- the nature of debate wh1ch
" was' going on at that point .

‘of tnne about the :A"odhy ‘

1ssue e
: Further When

der‘ thi

companies , the government .
‘led by Manmohan' Singh':
-introduced:liberalisation;

“privatisation and globalisa-
“tion (LPG) programmeg, the.
. strongest critique offered by .

reconomists based in INU
- captured the national imagi- -
. nation: Perhaps it was’'the
clearest and most unamblgu-
ous critique offered on the -
‘programme, the basis point
~of ‘which*was that-it would
. lead: to deepening. of - socio- :
~economic inequalities, a fact -
- which has subsequently been:.
corroborated bya number of
- studies. " R

More: recently, ‘when the:

crimination based on sC\aste,
creed, language, - religion,.
gender disability in univer-.

o sity campuses, there was a”
protest against those regulas "

' tions and .the matter-went to:-
the Supreme_Court. which

stayed the 1rnplementat10n :

- for coins-in thelr pockets and:
“purses.

1 felt thls sharply dur1ng a
'recent visit to-Shillong Civil

- of the regulatlons

: “attacks -on minorities, dalits;

.-come the subject of heated

+ silencé of NEHU. has: been
. quite’; d1sapp01nt1ng, to say-
- the least.:

of NEHU to maJor debates -

: thmg one. would . really be-
. have been some attempts in:

-presence felt at-the’ national
‘. level: The recently: edlted

" .is made to safeguard. the

JNU
students demanded their

as they aré¢” meant-to end
dlscrrmmatlon in umversrtyj
-campuses: which' is an-ev-
* eryday structural {reality, Of
course, they had'to’ face’ the
~wrath of the law as’ some of
them were arrested and later
- released on bail: . ;

JIn the-last decade or.

~-sought to be- hegemonised |-
“ and -forced: into submission;
itmay not be anexaggeratlon
“ 10 say. that. JNU stood tall,
questlonmg ‘and' res1st1ng'_
every . attempt fo silence it.
Organised and’sustained;

~gender have frequently be- .

debates at-JNU, Genocide in *
. Gaza and the current assault

combine on Iran have also
- been critiqued. The examples .
~mentioned above are, only:
«iHustrative in’ nature not"
exhaust1ve R
-There are a: number of
other issues. where teachers
-and students of JNU took a
- clear oppositional. position~
‘much’to'the. chagrin of the
powers—that—be 'On’ most of
the major issues of the’ day
confrontmg the’ society, the

in the’ country iS not some-
proud of: However there’

the 'recent past to make its:

. volume on* The Idea-ofa:
+University : Possibilities and
:Contestations has sought to?
cr1t1que the ' way universities:
are being hegemonised and
it is gratifying t6 note that it |
“has been taken note of at the-
‘natignal- level- havmg ‘been

‘teviewed’in important:na- |
f' “tional: Journals Also; it was”

 »pleasing to' se&/some of our:
colleagues from NEHU ‘tak-
ing an active intérest in’the
ongoing ¢ritique ‘about the
NEP and presenting an alter-:
“native ‘paper-on educational
reforms as part of a- larger |
‘gathering at. the natlonal
level. But such “attempts are
few and far between.

¢ The point, is that : ‘@ uni-
vers1ty is the space where
different’issues are criti-
cally “:interrogated, - dissent:
expressed and silence not’
‘normalised: ‘It ‘is the ‘space”
where cr1t1que of explonatlve
“institutions: and- practices‘is
-supposed ‘to be- encouraged
“and where every attempt

foundational principles: of
~equality, justice, liberty and -
fratermty If the university -
does 1ot do ‘that, then it re-
ally can not complain about
the soclety not takmg it serlr
ously ERR
(DY Kumar is former
‘Professor, Dept of Sociology, |
.‘North-Eastern Htll Untver-
-sity, Shtllong) Ty

“'the new:proposal and idea to
such an ititroduction,
Pun aside, the questlon re-

it might even win a trophy for: .
 pattern begins to show: The -
- pass percentage was 52. 950% -

- Hospltal ‘In-a place where~’ malns, gently but persistently:

. urgency should define every why are these existing solu-,

i Yours etc.',' 3

process, something as simple -
‘as.a payment -becomes a de- "

“lay. Waiting for the unknown
"in public. hospitals is not just:

‘exact amount while- the long -

. queues sstare. with-wide- eyes,

it all adds.up to friction where
there should be flow. )
And beyond inconvenience
. lies-a quieter concern.: “Cur-
rency notes have_.travelled

more than the patient-collect- -

.ing germs and what not; and

finally find their-way into'a

healthcare envirdhment. ..
<~What -makes’ this more

strlklng is that ‘the_solution

is not dlstant or complex It

already ‘exists. Digital pay-57 f
" ‘ment systems are not futuristic

ideas, Even a vendor sell:

‘ing-betel.nut .uses-one. The "
Government itself advocates -

innovation, asking individuals:

and groups to brush up their -
"minds_to search for innova-+
- tive  solutions to prevailing

problems and- submit-them to

-such 1n1t1at1ves launched by -
- the Government. _

Well; I think the Govern-
ment itself should participate -
* t60, with the idea titled "Digi-
tal and Seamless Payment in:
Government Hospitals" and"

tions not fully embraced when’
they are-needed the most?
- Modernizing payment systems: -

- about convenience. It is about
drgmty, eﬂimency, and align-
. ing essential services Wlth the

£ _rhythm of the present. *

. A'small change, perhaps.:
“But one.that could ripple: .

" through the everyday 11ves )

- of many
S - Yours etc
: Leonel Lyngdoh
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, | Marks Do
‘Not Equal
Learnlng

Outcomes
Ed1tor DA
© With the SSLC results

' of the ‘Meéghalaya Board-of

‘School Education having been.
‘declared on April 7, there is
the usual mix of excitement
. -and nervousness in thousands:
of homes. For students; it’s.a *
big moment; for the education:: -
system, it’s a time. to take-a *
hard look at itself.: ;-

If we look-at _the resu‘lts\‘ .’

| Career of Allied Health
Sc1ences Professmn. ;_
Impact Need, and Future

o w. F T.ow R

- By Dr.Somsankar M ukhetyee

- Many Class 12 pass-qut. -
' the “Ease of Living" for the lo-
“cal population. By + decentraliz- -
- ing healthcare expertis¢, AHPs -
major transition-from'school

students experience confusion”
about their professional career”
‘because -this stage marks a:

to higher education.or work -

ab111t1es

-The main reasons for thlS :
confus1on is pressure. from
“parents, $ociety; and peers. Stu-"~
| dents may feel forced to choose

“popular fields like engineering,
‘medicine, or government jobs,

‘alack of proper career guidance

and-exposure to diverse career

opportunltles makes dec151on- .
L ‘colleges and nursing schoéls. -

‘making more difficult.
. Another factor is self- doubt

‘Many studenfsere unsure about - -
‘their strengths; skills, and long- o
term. goals. The fear of making: -

the wrong choi lead to -
g cholce. can lead to. " dernand. This regulatory  shift -

‘ensures that every professronal e

anx1ety and indecision..
“To overcome this confusron ‘
.students should* seek caréer.

counseling; explore- different -
figlds, and understand their

‘own interests ‘and- capabilities.
Intcrnshlps, workshops, and

discussions with professionals’ *
‘can also provide clarity, Mak-

decision-is important for long
term sat1sfact1on and success m
‘one’s career.. L
“Career in Alhed and Health— -

$10 g care ‘Profession. . o7
The ‘Allied and Healthcare ,‘ ;

Sclences (AHS) haye emerged

as"the cornerstone’ of modern -

medicine, evolvmg from asup- .
portive Tole to a distinct, high-~
-impact profess1onal stream: A
“career i this field involves a

-djverse array of gpecialists=—".

. ranging from medical laboratory
‘technologists and radiographers
‘to phys1otheraprsts and nutri- -,
‘tionists—who utilize scientific .
pr1nc1ples and: ev1dence-based
‘practice to- dragnose treat,” and

.is no longer a penpheral ﬁgure
buta prim
outcomes:-:

Impact on Society: The Case '

of the North Eastern States
S rof India s

T’ the*Unique geograph1cala
and ‘demographic ‘context of
"states of Ashtalakshmi”, the.~
‘impact of Allied Health Profes-

sionals (AHPs) is transforma- -
‘tive, The state faces  distinct:

challenges 1nclud1ng difficult

mountainous terrain, high inci-
dences’ of hon-communicable * -
diseases like cancer, and aneed--
forimproved maternal and child

health indicators, AHPs.act

as the bridge between tertiary -
medical centers-and remote
commumty health settings. -

For mstance, askilled medi-+
cal imaging technologist in a
Zonal General Hospital ensures .
that a patlent in a remote area’
of "Vibrant: Villages" doesn't .

have to travel to a metropolitan -
| city for 4 critical diagnosis.

Srmllarly, physiotherapists and,
“occupational therapists pro- -
_vide. essential rehabilitation -
services that preverit long-term -

overthe past few years; a clear

.in-2021, went ‘up slightly to. -
.56 96% in 2022, dropped -

'agaln to 51.93% in 2023, and
-then rose a:little-to 55. 80% in

2024. Then suddenly, in 2025,

it jumped sharply to. 87.10%. -

~This years the pass percentage o
_stands.at 86.84%. For four. "

years, the results’ were stuck
roughly between-50 and 57

* percent, which suggests not

“real progress but a‘kind of
stagnatlon -

“This is Why the 2025 result o
stands out so strongly. A j Jump

of over30 percentage points in

just one year is not something:

“we can«ake at face value: It *;
. 'naturally raises questions—:
~“what exactly changed? Was -

- it better” teaching, changes 3
“ not just be about numbers

- in‘exam patterns; evaluation

- methods; ‘or something: elset

~within the system? .

" Looking at this more close-
’ly, two things. become. clear,
" First; for several yearsLthe

‘'system was clearly struggling; -

- with nearly: half the students -

‘not making it through, Second, .
~~while the 2025 improvement

is encouragmg, it needs to be"

seen in terms of actual learn- -
“ing on the ground. A-higher -
pass percentage does not au-
- tonatically mean. students are ‘

learning better. -

At B Technologlcal Integratlon
The next decade will see AHPs "
~workifig.alongside- Al-driven - 74
-diagriostics, robotic rehabilita- -,
;‘,tlon and-advanced. tele—med-
~+icine platforms, keeplng the " .
profession at the cuttmg edge -“;; ;

There 1s also the issue of,»

disability, directly enhancmg

reduce out-of-pocket expenses

. for‘families and strengthen the -
‘life. At this point, theyare €X=
“pected tochoose a career path,”: e
| often without havmg complete.,
i knowledge about different op-
tions or the1r own mterests and :
: /- professionals-is reaching a fe-- -
sver pitchi, both-nationally and -

‘State’s re5111ence agamst‘health

. g :
o .and. Démand ]
. The demand for allied health

swithin the state.” The: Govern-

-meént of India has recently an-" ..
. nounced plans to’ add 100,000-"
. AHPs over the fiext five years to -
‘address severe workforce short- -
even if they are not genuinely . -ages. In Arunachal Pradesh; this -

‘interested in them, ‘Additionally; - - :
*t0°the expansion of healthcare - -

need is: even more: acute- due- -

‘_mfrastructure such as the ‘op-":
“erationalization of new medlcal

" The implementation of the
Nat10nal ‘Commission for Al--
‘lled and Healthcare' Profes-(
“sions’(NCAHP) Act, 2021,

-has further’ formahzed thls

is reglstered and every institu=.

- tion maintains high' standards,” -

- making the "paramedlcal" label :
: obsolete -and ‘réplacing; it wrth

1 the respected title of "Health-
care Professional.” As the state ./
scales up- its diagnostic- and -

| ing a informed and self-driven-* + emergency care facilities,’ the

. Tequirement for specralrzed
. technicians in anesthesra, d1aly-
sis;and emergency medicine 1s -
~expected to grow exponentlally
“by-2030.
. - Future Life: and
“. Career. Prospects -
The future for an AHS pro-
fess1onal is one of stability.
“respect] and continuous growth. -
“Unlike many traditional sectors; ;-

healthcare is "recession-proof, f’ o
" and the spec1allzed'nature of
AHS ‘roles. prov1des hlgh _]Ob, i

securlty

- @-Career Dlvers1ty Agraduate .

- can choose between clinical
.. practice, healthcare manage-.

- ment, -academic research,: or i

medlcal technology sales:

of innovation. . .
.® ‘Academic Elevatron W1th
.the’ 1ntroduct10n of standard- *

izéd, -competency-based, cur- :

rrcula (such as those be1ng
implemented for the 2026-27 .

“session), professionals now
have clear ‘pathways for post-' "

* graduate* and- doctoral studles,

allowing them'to become lead-- -

sersin healthcare pOlle and
educatlon i
-Ultimately, a career mAlhed /
Health Sciences-is.a’commit-.
ment to the "Five Pillars". of -
healthcare: preventive- care;

modernization,- workforce. op-

- timization, digital: integration,
-and equity. For ayoung profes. - -
sional, -it offers a life of pro-.
- found purpose——transformmg
scientific: knowledge-into a -,

= better quallt'y ‘of life for the. :
-community. while securing a.
** réwarding and prest1g10us pro- ik

fessmnal future. *

{(The author is Chatrperson
Arunachal Pradesh Allied and
" Healthcare Counczl) .

~districts perform much bet-

1nequa11ty ‘Even now, some .

 ter than others, showing that - ol

where a. student studies’ still
makes a big difference. Stu- -
dents'in rural and remote areas -
‘continue to face. challeng-

- es—lack of teachers,. limited
- academic support, poor infra- - ..

structure, and fewer learning
opportunities,” Unless these -
gaps are addressed, improve--
_ment ‘will remain uneven. -:>"

. Now that the 2026 results -
‘are also out, one can only -
" hope that those results reflect-

tunities -for all students: The-’
22026 results show a slight fall -
in percentage from 2025: but

- hopefully there are clearer
“signs. of genuine progress o

- across the system.. . .
- In-the end, results should

~and percentages. They should

tell us. how well students are

actually being prepared for the -
future. The real question is not
> just how. many have passed,
but how well they are ready
for What comes next.

- Jairaj -
V1a emall
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- of accusations, legal threats, and counter-claims, turn-
- ing what began as a political charge into a high-stakes
. national debate. The.controversy began when Congress

. for a probe into the matter and sought clarity on whether

did not 'stop at passports. Congress ledders also raised

" ‘manta Biswa Sarma who earlier went hammer and tongs
at Assam Congress leader, Gaurav Gogoi. 'Gogoi whose | .

* crucial political developments in Assam have, rattled*

: exchange of accusatlons has since intensified, with both |
 sides accusmg each other of mlsmformatlon and. politi- |
- cal vendetta: Beyond the immediate political drama, the

U in demandmg accountabrhty and seekmg clarrﬁcatron on

" If the allegations cannot be proved in a court of law the

f; 4 tlons increasingly dominate electoral narratives. Instead of

“ Where there is no struggle, there is no strength »

~— Oprah Wmfrey
The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXVIII No.236
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Assam Elections: Himanta’s Dilemma
A political bombshell erupted some days ago after the
Congress party alleged that Riniki Bhuyan Sarma, wife of
- Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, holds three
foreign passports. The allegation, made by the Congress
- Party atapress conference, has triggered a sharp exchange

spokesperson Pawan Khera claimed.that Riniki Bhuyan
Sarma allegedly holds passports from three countries—the
_United Arab Emirates, Egypt,-and Antrgua and Barbuda
" The Congress argued that if such claims were true, they
would raise serious legal and constitutional questions,
‘since Indian law does not permiit dual citizenship, let
alone multiple foretgn passpotts. The party also called

proper disclosures were made. The’ allegations however,

~ questions about alleged foreign assets and overseas busi-
ness interests in Wyoming, USA, a. tax haven used by
many Indians to park their funds in. For the Congress |-
~ this was the trigger they were looklng for to prllory Hi-

wrfe a British citizen, is being accused-of workmg for
Pakrstan ‘The Congress has linked the whole issue to a
-~ lack of transparency and public accountablhty, especially
“since the person concerned is the wrfe of an elected head
of government. That these claims came just days before:

Brswa Sarma who vowed to jail Pawan Khera. .

As expected, Riniki Bhuyan Sarma categoncally de-
nied the allegatlons calhng them baseless and fabricated. :
- She questroned how an Indian crtlzen could hold three
passports and dismissed the:claims as politically moti-
vated. Biswa Sarma also rejected the charges calling them
defamatory An FIR against Khera was promptly filed by
- the Himanta team ‘and the Assam Police has. “promptly
“landed at the house of Pawan Khera in Delhi ostensibly to
* search for manufactured ev1dence This development has
deepened the pohtrcal confrontatron and transformed the |
issue from a campargn allegatron mto a legal drspute The"

episode raises larger questrons about transparency, ethics,
“and the tone and tenor of the- polrtrcal discourse jn this
{ country. While Opposrtlon parties have a legitimate role

must have ample eviden'ce to- bolster their arguments

Congress Tisks losmg face and’ credlblllty apart from
lowermg the standard of public debate.. /-

The present controversy. also. reﬁects the growmg
trends in contemporary politics, ‘where personal allega-

polrcy discussions, political contests often revolve around
_accusations, counter-accusations, “and legal baitles. This
- takes away the focus from govemance deficits partlcularly‘
“in and around Guwahati c1ty where civic dehvery systems

~ seem to have collapsed These’ personal battles have in- |

~ stead dominated the political landscape Ultrmately, the
allegatlons ‘serious’as they are, will have to'be mvestl- _
- gated and undergo due legal processes. Until such time

- THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026 = .

After much violence and

-strife, the issue of non-in-

digenous, non-tribal par-
ticipation' in th¢ GHADC

District Council) has finally -
reached ‘a conclusion. C.H.
Vijayashankar, Governor of -
Meghalaya, approved the
legislation that bars their
participation in ADC elec-
tions by making posséssion’
of an: ST (Scheduled Tribe)
certificate mandatory for
filing nominations: Chief

social media, thanking ‘the
Governor for the decision.”

The NPP, of which Conrad -
Sangma is the President, did -
not waste the opportunity to-
claim this as a victory for the
party. This is quite ironic,

considering that ‘before the .
issué escalated into violenge,

Conrad Sangma and some of -
_his cabinet ministers did not
show much enthusiasm_for -
it, as attested by therr publlc
‘Statements.

During the’ early stages
‘of the:demand, NPP leader.
and cabinet minister Timothy: :
D. Shira had defended the"
participation of the non-:
indigenous populatlon in
‘the GHADC; arguing that

the early days of the incep-
“tion of the ADC; This, he
‘claiméd, was due to the spirit .
of" brotherhood that existed :
among - leaders during the
independence. movement.
He-did admit that-in the
present context this may .

1nd1genous populatron may-
no longer be given the right -
to vote. On the other hand,
“Conrad Sangma was evasive.
about the issue, terming rt a
‘very complex problem::’

tions, connotations, and ‘im-
- pacts at all levels.” So, while -
the party and the government .
“may term this‘a. srgmﬁcant

curate to ‘acknowledge that
they were forced to accede
to the demand dué'to*im:

pressure groups atid political
partiés,-especially the BJP,
_Congress, and the TMC, par- .
ticularly leaders liké Bernard:

| Marak and Mukul’ Sangma

However, while hesitant in :
the beginning, it must alsobe -
acknowledged that Conrad .’
] Sangma was. mstrumental
in getting the amendment

bar-the participation of -the
m GHADC ¢lections.

-The- Governor-is more
accurately described as a*

Government, and anything -
they do has immense legal

the three-passport controversy and forergn funds remain
Just a polltlcal ﬁashpomt SR S

The Sacred =

fo raise a group of “Indian in -

-in the Macaulay’s minute is .

3.

K

<'blood and colour, but English -

CannOt Be T m taste, in’ opmrons, in-mor- .
Seculal‘lzed als, and in intellect.” This
will enable locals to engage:

Editor -i'wrth British' officials and’-

“When the dead of wrnter

; ‘ finally breaks, the earth does”
. not simply thaw; itawakens.

It is a-time of profound :

. renewal, a new beginning .
where the soil prepares to.
_“receive the seed, and the:
.- land breathes with life once -
" more. For generations; our
- ancestors recognized this’

transition not just as a change

- in the season, but as a divine
' - moment to celebrate Mother

Nature. The festivals we-
-hold, the rhythms we beat, -

during this time were born
from this deep reverence;-an

- _expression of pure gratitude

" and the dances we perform- .

“to the earth, the rain, and.
the ltfe-grvmg forces that{

~ sustain us. -

Yet, this profound con- -

‘nection to the sacred earth
sits at the center of a painful
chasm that has existed within

“hence less resistance against-}
 -the colonialists and this will *

‘énhance the plundering.and...

looting in the country and.
.-fund the other exploitations .
- by the British Empire. At the
‘same time.the practitioners -

of the old ways were ostra-
cizéd, ' forced ‘into hiding, -

“or 'coerced into silence and

their practices -banned by.

- using the infamous- Section”
144 of the' IPC, such as the
Pastieh in Raid Ialong or

the .Behdeinkhlam -all -over

Jaintia Hills which led to'the. -
Jaintia Uprising. ,
.- Despite this onslaught the

Niamtre religion endured. It

endured because a resilient

minority refused to let the
flame go out. They preserved

the songs, the precise move-:
_ments: of the dances, and”
“the trmmg of the festrvals,--.v

" recognizing that these were

_indigenous communities’

‘ “between those who held fast

to traditional waysand those
“who converted to Western
religions. Historically, the
rhetoric from converts and
- missionaries was merciless:

nal practices, beliefs, :
traditiona p ' -a crisis of:identity. Having

-realized-that they have not -

“and worldviews were brand-
" ow

ed as "barbarlc, :
“and "demonic

If you argued that they= :

savage," -

“gave education, they bought
_education to spread their -
ideology, when the western

~ Education was'brought to
. India the goal as mentloned

not mere social activities, but -
sacred duties to the ancestors

and the Gods:

Now, a-strange and un-
settling phenomenon is.oc-
curring. The descendants

. of those who dismissed this .

herrtage have encountered

been, ‘and perhaps never -
fully will be, ‘absorbed into
a completely westernized
society, they- are looking:
back toward their roots..

‘But. they are doing so.se-

lectively, and in-a way that

tions. ,Therr role has come

insults the very. traditions ™
they claim to embrace. They
“don't even know the meaning .
‘of Chadsukra; or Shad Suk " :
‘Mynsiem,or Chad Pliang, -
* or Chad Lahoo etc or.why
‘these festivals are celebrated. -
-Yes'it's good and healthy to’
- see our. culture and identity-

.grow but we are witnessing 2

convenient,. intellectualized.
split between "religion" and. -

traditional dances and songs, -
.are merely "cultural ex~"
- pressions;" aesthetic perfor- -
- mances that can be separated
from their spiritual origins.
They look at"a dance meant -

. appease: the God of Rarn to"
‘invoke the spirit of Fire, or to,

~-ensufe Fertility, and they au-

daciously claim: "This 1sgust
culture, it is not religious.”

' Thrs is- a theological li¢.
In the indigenous world-

: VleW there is no- separatron :

between the sacred and the
“sécular. The  dance “is the
prayer. The song is'about

theology. When you move =

your body in the rhythm .
prescribed by the ancestors
' before you sow, :you are
- engaging in a religious. act:
“ honouring the Gods for rain

(Garo Hills Autonomous

“this practice dated back to -

need to change, and the ron-

‘has got: multiple comphca- .

achrevement it is"more ‘ac- -

‘passed by the:Governor to

non-indigenous -population -

representative- of the. Union -

andconstitutional implica-

vculture." These modern re- -
interpretations claim that the

to praise Mother Earth; to -

FG HlllS to Assam'
Effects of the GHADC Decrsron

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

into sharper focus in re-

cent times, when the actions -

-of some ‘Governors have
_come into direct conflict
with their respective state
governments, A very good *
“examniple- of this was R.N.

" Ravi, the former Governor
of Tamil Nadu, who déclined -
to pass the NEET Bill passed -
_ by the legislative assembly; -
clalmrng that it meant, the -

Minister Conrad Sangma * “Bill is dead” (an argument
‘himself broke the news on

~later refuted by the Supreme .
Court), and also refused. to-

- re-induct K. Ponmudy into

-the cabinet after the Supreme .
Court had . suspended his ©

~ conviction in a corruption

. case, attracting the ire of the
Chief Justice of India“for -
defying the top court. It is
difficult to.imagine that alt

of ‘this, done to -humiliate .

- the: DMK-led government,
was not at the behest of, or
tacitly. encouraged by, the -

. BIP-led NDA government. at.

the Centre. Now, on the eve.

- of the very important West -
Bengal elections, he has been
i rappomted Governor of the " -

state, giving rise to specu-,.
lation -that his role will. be: :
highly critical in determining
the finat. outcome. As the
elections draw near, we can
expect conflict, between ‘the -
TMC:led state govemment
.-and the-Governor very soon.
"It is in this context that C.H.
" Vijayashankar’s assent to the -
amended rules barring the
non- 1nd1genous population” -
from -contesting elections
~in;the GHADC has to be
understood ;

“CH. Vljayashankar would

likely not have given his as-

- sent unless he was assured:
" by the Union Government
- that his decision was legally

~and constitutionally tenable,’

- or that he-would be supported

- if:it were challenged. ‘Some

form of support. does appear

* to exist, as seen from the fact,i/'

‘that'in a press conference, .

“ senior BJP MP Rayishankar. .*

* Prasad alleged that the unrest

imensepressurefrom-various- -~ in Garo. Hills-was: caused by <

infiltrators’ (i.e., illegal im-
> migrants). He. also claimed
that while only. certified ..
Adrvasrs (meanmg indig~
~enous people) are allowed
- to contest, infiltrators marry
local women to obtain false .
certificates to. contest and

win elections in'the GHADC .
This, he argued,alters the

~demographic. balance of the":

“region and directly. affects;“
-the land, ‘political rights,
7 and representatron of indig- -

“‘enous tribal- communities:
The BJP, under Bernard

Marak was’in fact’ among

“the first to- demand that: the
non- 1nd1genous population.
be barred from ‘taking part
1n GHADC elections; It s

:denominations strictly police .

penalties or entirely cut--

ting off members who dare
> “to. participate in authentic
“ indigenous practices(shah i

‘ot balang). They draw a"

--hard, punitive.line to keep "
-théir followers away: from’: v
/the traditional religion, yet - :

~simultaneously copy and .
paste- the .aesthetics: 'of our.
- dances into their own satic-:
“tuaries. Theyare taking what
‘is valuable, sacred, and true :

“t0 us, and drlutmg it until it © :

‘becomes bare entertainment :.
“for an audience that does not

- understand its depth and also’
- 'they ¢annot dance:properly *

as we have wiitnéssed in the

past year when they mim- -
.icked ‘Shad Suk Mynsiem in
" Shad Paskha: Their dances

“were all chaotic while dorng

‘a dance which was meant to.-
“be uniform and rhythimic or -
‘performing the Chad Pliang -

or. Plate- dance 'with- paper .
- plates-and black tape to.

-stick the plate whlch is too

pathetrc to look at.

th1s “out is not an attack on
“Christian beliefs. .Rather,"

it i$:a necessary defense of -

authenticity and-a strict call
- to respect originality. The*

and water for a plentiful - -question must’ be ‘asked: of

harvest. .To strrp the ‘deity

from the dance'is to leave it :

an empty shell. . ,
-~.Even more egregrous is

"the increasing trend. of per-
" forming these traditionally

“religious songs:and: dances
within Church settings. Itisa

. breathtaking dlsplay of dou-

ble standards. It -is a known
~reality. that many. church-

those who seek this partial

reclamation: ‘Why. do you .

desire only the aesthetic, and .~
_not the essence? .~ -

“‘your roots, accept them fully. -

Do not selective- sample our .
" heritage: You cannot love the -
dance and: despise the God
to whom the dance is dedi~"-
‘cated. You cannot embrace

‘these boundarres, issuing:

-here isran- open. mvrtatlon:

“about our culture; everyone -

-To be ¢lear, pomtrng

If you truly want to accept i

dlfﬁcult to belreve that the .
central party leadership is
unaware of what local units -
are demanding, espec1ally
since any change:in ‘politi-"-
“cal"participation in Sixth
..Schedule areas will-have:
far-reachrng 1mp11catlons‘
beyond Garo Hills.
-‘Before the amended rules:
were cleared by the Gov
“ernor, Conrad: ‘Sangma had
'mét him, and it is likely that,
Jhe 1mpressed upon him the -

.need to’ approve the legisla--

‘tion. Thrs appears to-have .
worked as the BJP would
“have realized that its chances
of: formmg a government in -
the state-are negligible for -
“the’ foreseeable future, The'”
- best it can’hope foris'an al-"
 liance with other parties, and
the NPP is the most viable .
~partner.’ Congress and- the>
v TMC .are political rivals at
the national level, while the -
“UDPisa Khasr—centnc party.
_The same can ‘be said of the -
VPP, which, despitetrying
to broaden its appeal, draws -
much of its support from
Khasi voters.across Khasi-
~-and Jaintia: Hrlls through its -
-Jaidbynriew polrtrcs making -
- alignment with the BIP’s.-
"“Hindutva polrtlcs difficult
- (for example, the Vande Ma- "~
taram controversy). It also
. appears that Conrad Sangma .
" “has’ good ‘personal relations -
“with national leaders, which « -
helps in‘securing political -
- favors, such as favorable
ﬁnanc1al allocations. How-
~ever, despite these relations, -

. some popular demands, sych-

“as the introduction of the ILP.
‘and inclusion of Khasi and °
Garo in the Erghth Schedule, %
~do not’seem to have pro-
_gressed, suggesting that this
zrelationship has its limits: In
this case, howéver, it is likely
that before approaching the
Governor he consulted se-
nior BJP leaders and secured -
"assurances of support for
. passing the- legislation: This

. 1s critical bécause the amend-
+/ment inMeghalaya will have.:

simplications‘in Assam as

~well, .where. the BIP is-cur~

- rently in power and hopes to.

o Vreturn for a third term. .

Indigenous- communrtles
_in Karbi Anglong and Dima
.Hasao are already following:
developments in Meghalaya -
- with great interest. Inarecent
“eélection rally in Maibang,”
- Dima Hasao, Conrad Sang-
ma.spoke about stopping
the slow dilution of the Sixth -
Schedule in the name of de- -
velopment Former Congress
leader Daniel Langthasa,
.who recently joined the NPP,
Cis. contestmg from the- Haf-
long constltuency ‘He was -
- alsb the convener of the Sixth
Schedule ‘Protection Com-".

The Rlpple

mittee. In Karbi Anglong,
. there have been demands for

. the, eviction of 1mm1grants'
-from North India“who are | =~ "

_illegally occupying land in
Sixth Schedule areas, These

lmmlgrants are also contest- |’
.ing:ADC: elections and cur~
~rently have-one representa- :
“tive in: the KAAC. There is;:
therefore, significant interest.
among: 1nd1genous ‘com-"

munities: in' these territories
regarding the amendment

barring. non-mdrgenous par--

ticipation in ADC elections.-

the amendment will likely be

- confirmed. Indigenous com-;
“munities: i’ Karbi- Anglong, ‘

-Dima. Hasao, and .possibly
~Bodoland ) may then demand

“similar measiites in their te-

gions. In fact; the NPP could

/ usé this issue to make inroads _
“into 1nd1genous territories in-
Assam by promising similar-
“policies -if given control of

the tespective ADCs. -
*-Regarding Bodoland the
s1tuat10n may be.more com-

- plicated because the tripar-:

‘tite agreement between the

Union Government of India,
the Assam Government and’
the Bodo Liberation Tigers -

Force' ‘provides for dedicated
seats .for: non-rndrgenous-
populatrons -Still, for some
emerging Bodo: politicians,

this could become a srgmﬁcant i

-issile aldmgthelr political rise.

“In fact, indigenous individuals'. -

from these territories could
. approach the.courts; citing

- the GHADC precedent—?and‘
potentrally futuré precedents | .

“inthe KHADC and JHADC—

 to argue that non-indigenous ‘|-
- populations should be barred | -

from contesting ADC elec=

tions, What will be interesting | .+
“to-see is. the reaction of the |-

» BIP-government if' it retums

-to power. In Garo Hills, the .

.non- 1nd1genous ‘population
_in question is largely Bengali
- Muslim, but in'Assam it could

-include Bengali Hmdus, North.
~Tndian settlers, and other non-"

“Muislim groups who form part

“of theif voter base: -Also; will’

 an upper-caste Chief Minigter

(with genetic -and historical .

“‘connections to-North India);
rather thana Saikia; Bor-

- “doloi, Borphukan; or Borgo--

" hain, support such measures?
Tt will be mterestlng to see.
Conrad Sangrna was.correct

ing -describing the issue of
i non—mdlgenous participation |

~in ADCs as having “multiple

: comphcatrons connotations,
- and impacts at alllevels,” We:

‘will soon find out how accu—

-rate that assessment- Was..
(The:views expressed in

- the' article  are ‘those of the

author and do-not reflect in"

‘anyway his affiliation to any
organzsatzon or institution) :

-the ancestor-grven rhythm
‘while turning your back on"’
the ancestor—glven faith. To~:
“attempt to do so is an act of .
- spiritual appropriation and
mtellectual dishonesty.
~Instead of settling for ar
copred sanitized version,

- nal.Experience the true es-

Suk Mynsiem in April orthe -
Behdeinkhlam in July: Come
‘see these sacred festivals -
conducted properly by our
'Elders of Niamire, the right-
~ful’¢ustodians of our faith

-:and heritage. Experience

the_profound depth: of .the
-rituals as:they:were'meant -
to be practiced; rather than *

a diluted- perfonnance for .

entertamment i

.. The rissionaries and the :
colonlzers have long since’
~departed. I know if we are
still under British' Rule by -
“now nobody:-would care .

- would follow.the Western'
“culture-and ‘by hook or by "
crook they. wrll try to-erase
" the ‘ancestor. given culture
and faith. The era of forced

.‘assimilation is-over,.and ' P

 there is absolutely no need -
to fear émbracing your roots
in their purest form. The {
traditional songs and dances
“are not a costume department,
from which ongcan pickand

choose items to wear when t

“one feels an identity crisis, It -
is a cohesive; living: system-
‘that survived centuries.of *
- persecution. There are many. -

- aspects that. constrtute acul- .
ture such’ as food, Adresses,

“sence of Chad Sukra or Shad "

-and songs are’the faces of
a culture and idertity, these:
songs and dances, are reli-

gious and: social in nature
. and by any means youshould'
: understood by the collectzve apathy: of young E

" not separate and draw a line
- between religion and culture,

- Preserve the Sanctity; respect ;|-
and understand its value or,

leave it alone.”

every length and breadth

,of Niamtre -or'Niam Khasi’

‘hence you can't separate
them from culture: Or let

-me ask you a question, Is the:

Church slowly transformrng
Christianity to. ‘the religion
they-once considered as

‘ “Savageand Barbaric?”.
Anyway, just as nature -
- awakens from the. dead of

: tory, and so do our lives.I

-'really appreciate the Serg
Khasi and the Seifi Raij for

“preserving our Culture and .

Faith and we have seen how’

it blooms in the light of hope

and growth. Let this season
‘of renewal be an awakening

‘to the unbroken truth of our:

her1tage With a thousand
rayers, I wish you all a very
happy Chad Sukra Festival

and Shad Suk Mynsiem, and .

may the Gods bless youyour
land and our people
g Yours etc.,
O Lyngdoh,

“Via emall

Artlcles and Tetters: ap-|
pearmg on this page are|
the views of the writers/ |
authors and not that of}
The/Shtllong Times

Once the' GHADC eléctions’
“are held and new legislators -
are’ sworn' in; the legality of

“murkier, and” atrociously. .

in'a video message on social "

| ' women have brought about =

| thing that seasoned players
language etc. but. dances

~These, fest als’ are in

-tions _for! from their elected
'representatrve

is.a formidable decrsrve :

dominant narrative of most
Kunki has not escaped this

‘ment- -on-her ‘mother’s ‘food
'chorces being anti Hmdu/ 9

PRI A S

_Oris She?

By Binodan K D Sarma’
By the end of the 20261,;

| is the'more interesting part. .
one-term that could become -~ The internet; dcross India- .
‘popular amongst the citizens. -
is “Gen-Z.” Thé few uniniti-"-
ated may-get confused with -
the term’s striking phonetic' - ily:on the chief minister as.
“similarity to “Genji” '~ the. .
‘Assamese- term: for. vestf': that was on display. The ol "
And perhaps in some sym- - school political campaign- i
bolic manner; ‘they are not ~- ' was, being challénged on

far- from thinking so, since"  the internet, the medium that -
thi§ could be a life vest for. “holds maximum influence .
the dipping standards of - - for Gen Z voters. Kunki

Indian politics-in general.. "
Pohtrcs of late; has become

‘Kunkl

with'utmost grace condemn= -

'vindictive. Politics is now. -~ but not vilifying him. This
‘mid’; ‘cheugy’ and Sbasic’ “.is where the: Gen-Z audiz -~
if we were to hear the opin- ..
-iom of the Indran Gen-Z:::
Yet, in, Assam, a°Gen-Z - stoop to personal attacks, -
electoral’ candtdate froin ' the young candidates, learn = :
Central Guwahati constitu- - to'look beyond and speakthe o
ency, Kunki Chowdhury has .- truth gracefally, - .0
‘aura farmed’her popularity. .. )
“Her foray into the world of -, here ~Will -all this: 'sup- -
politics. contestrng against: ‘port across the internet, get
a-BJP.veteran”like: Vijay -
Gupta has got the internet
‘and'media discussing and -
debatrng feverishly:\lt has.’
drawn? mterestmg opmro_ns :

" case could b¢ different, The .
constltuency she: fightsin- /"
is new. The 1.91 lakh voter. -

It P D ,;r,',, -

Her foray znto the world of polztzcs
contestzng agaznst a BJP veteran lzke
Vyay Gupta has got the znternet and _
medza dzscusszng and debatzng feverzshly
It has drawn znterestzng opznzons ﬁom
: the llkes of Parakala Prabhakar
: the noted economzst and husband '
of Indza 5 ﬁngnce mznzster
\Nzrmala Sztharaman

,from the hkes of Parakala ;
‘Prabhakar, thé noted econo- "
-mist and husband of India’s -
finance mmrster Nirmala
Sitharaman. Mr.: Prabhakar :
‘us. They often tend to look - .-
‘media platform-Instagram,
has lauded Kunki’s presence”,
a$ a ray. of hope not just for
‘Assam but also for Andhra -
Pradesh to inspire the Gen-Z:
‘to move away from pohtlcal
apathy, and participate on
“ground, ‘head-on to contest
the hegemony tendences off ‘
Lpolrtlcs in Assam. "

-Why Kunki’s debut is cre-
ating sucha strong sentiment
-can perhaps be understood

by.the collectrve apathy- of
young voters across As-
‘sam and perhaps even Tridia
seeking fresh blood to take
on real-issues and not reli-
gion based partisan politics, -
There has been much noise
about the/ ‘change that Balen
Shah‘and his merry men and

~cause-based; politics.* The
‘area.i$ fraught with basic. .-
“amenity issues like watet

-logging, garbage dumping -

‘ground in education leader-:
* ’ship from the prestigious”
Unrvers1ty College London -
plays an effective role. Her
‘campaign is designed‘in
similar lines of how Mam= -
~dani shaped hrs narrative ..’
“in.New York to- become a - .
“mayor. She ca,ndrdly speaks’s* -
of the possiblé solutions
.she ‘aims t6 brrng for her. s
constltuency to. solve these B
“issues: Her “Knock every -’
Door”. campaign has-gath- -
ered much noise, compared’, i
in Nepal And this is some- - fo whata70—year-old Gupta, "
like Gupta and the chiefmin- -
,1ster Hrmanta Brswa Sarma,

is also' something that one

i Why Kunkls debut is creatzng such
Ca strong sentiment can perhaps.be o,

voters across Assari and perhaps even India -
seeking. fresh blood to take on real issues. and e
ot religion based partzsan polztzcs There has
“been much noise about the change that Balen
Shah and his | merry men and women have S
brought about in Nepal X

= they lrke to keep thrngs "

. srmple and easy to compre-
‘hend. Complex1ty leads to. -~
anxiety- and Kunki wants = .
to ‘avoid ;this -while making’

-"her’ electoral promises.’As- "+ "
sam goes to vote on April 9.7 .
Kunki’s fate will be decided. . -

~ on that day. And.so will be * -

“*Assam’s and central Guwa- -
hati’s. And rrrespectlve of -
the resulf, Kunki will remain
‘a name to be reckoned with. -
She will continue to msprre,

‘ hopefully new faces across -
‘India, to discard the politi- -
‘cal apathy and step into the
‘race beyond the social media " '

- activism that this generation .~
.actively engages in..India .
needs this' desperately, so
"that the country and her, -

:".states look beyond divisive: -
-politics, and the citizens taste -

“progressiveness with results e
and not empty words. g

= (The-author is an avzd A
freader and observer of poli-

Sanatani. So much so; he  tics in India. The opinions:.

are aware of That Kunkr is

a formidable force and that .
her. camipaign rooted in real *
issues that people seek solu- -

" Assam has close to 29% :
of voter. base’ who are be-
tween the' age group of 18-
"29-age bracket. This-group

factor if they decide to cast.
votes in favour of a change.
that impacts them. Multiple -
studies- have revealed that
they are motivated by real
changes that impact society
and their lives rather than
divisive .issues:like caste’
and re11g1on which-is the

of the Indian election. cam-
paigns, specrﬁcally BJP’s.

onslaught either. The chief -
niinister issued a press statef

,repeatedthrs statement mul- +“expressed here ‘are person- :
tiple times in his- campargn al) o e O

¥

-

- ()sI.X)d-"“'{j/I

Kunkl ChOWdhur
"*ﬁs";"'n;A,Ray of Hope,

“,,.,What followed thrs attack .
general ‘elections in Assam,

and Assam rallled behind ..
Influencers and " :
content creators: came heav- i

. well as on the kind of politics - - .

herself dealt with the episode - -

ing the CM for his statement™ .

ence excels.. Unlike recent - ..
old. school .politicians: who: - ™ "

A-big question arises =

‘Kunki votes? On ground the - 4

' base is dommant wrth a large - :,:' R

. seems to be promising, This .~

 should note of the Gen_—Z—“,fi a

faction of non-Afssamese ROt
-population, which in a'way -,
- ‘could favour the candidature "
“of Vijay Gupta. But the vot=..", "
ers have .always surprised .

‘beyond identity to-support» 5

“supply, bad rogds, water . |

“and traffic jams. In this case ", .~
‘Kunki’s: education: back~"+ "
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-Whither 125" Amendment Bill

" THE 125" Amendment Bill, 2019, which seeks to

strengthen the Autonomous District Councils (ADCs).is
still pending in Parliament. As usual there is complete
silence on this Bill in Meghalaya. However, there also
appears to be no urgency on the part of the ADCs from

~other states such as Assam, Tripura, Mizoram efc., which
have functional Councils and which are always strugghng_

for resources. Apart from. granting more financial powers

 to the Councils through diréct funding from the central

government to enable them to carry out their governance

*"" - measures more effectively, the Amendment also proposes

to create Village Councils and Municipal Councils under
the: ADCs.The purpose of the 125% Amendment is to

.: ensure greater grassroots‘democracy in Sixth Schedule

Areas. Above all it also seeks to reserve at least one-third
seats for women in the ADCs. Over and above that the
Councils will also be granted powers to propose plans for

economic development and social justicé at the grassroots

~ level. This would meet the needs of last mile decentra-

- lised governance in’ Meghalaya where basic needs such\v :
" as water supply and roads are still a distant dream. This

Amendment should have been welcomed and the Sixth:

‘Schedule states should have persuaded their members in:
the Rajya Sabha to push for passage of the Bill.: But for:
“some reasons the states are dlthermg to further empower;

the Coungils.- :

“The Bill was mtroduced in the RaJya Sabha in Febru—
-ary 2019 and was referred to a Standing’ Committee for
examination. The Commrttee submitted its reportin 2020

“ But since then the Bill remains in cold storage with no’

state pushrng for its passage: In fact, it was Meghalaya'
that sought- exemptlons from establishing Village and
Municipal Councils on the plea that the Dorbar Shnong

.. were already in existence although the mode of selection -
- of office bearers to the Dorbar Shnong is not exactly-a
"~ democtatic one; The Parliamentary Committee found the
S exemptlon to be undemocratic: The Bill-also proposes |-
*. to increase the number of members in the ADCs but the
- criteria for that were not clear. It also proposes to include.

e smaller tribes as being eligible to'vote and hold office’

e There are-of course concerns that overlapprng authority:

in the:ADCs to reflect population and tribal diversity.

-~ could create governance conflicts besides lack of clar-.

e

.. ity on delimitation of constituencies: The Bill looks at
aset of clear rules for the composition and functlomng'
* of new Councils and stronger framework for the powers
~+and functlons of local bodies which are not.very clearly.
*-” outlined as of today. The’ 125" Amendment would ensure
- that ADCs could prepare their own developent plans.

and coordinate better with the Dorbar Shnong apart from
mﬂuencmg welfare programmes Asaresult development,

" - could become more locally tallored to the needs of tnbal
"communities.

. Megh’a‘laya was one state that’ ‘rarsed concems before"

— the Parliamentary Standing'Committee statlng that if

passed the Bill.could create more bureaucracy and even

- lead to conflict with: ‘the .traditional institutions.-The
Government apparently i§ not very happy about more.
financial devolutron to the Councrls for:that could have'

political fall- outs if the Councils were to perform to their
optimum and address the gragsroots. govemance needs.

. The problem is that there isnio’ ‘public pressure on' the

~ the Bill. In fact, Meghalaya is the only 6th Schedule State

political leadershlp of Meghalaya to press for passage of

. thatis resisting passage of the 125th Amendment

Rebuttal to
: “The Sacred
“Cannot Be
Secularlzed”

Edltor, '

I write t0- regrster my i
strong objection to-the let-

ter “The Sacred Cannot Be-
Secularized” by one O. Lyn-
gdoh, published on April 9,

°2026 in your esteemed darly :
7"+ While public discourse on.:
* faith and identity -is wel--.

come, the piece in question

i marked less by scholarly
.. rigour ‘and more by sweep- -
.~ ing assertions; selective his- =
-toriography, and rhetorlcal, -

overreach.
The claim that Chnstlans

gy have fundamentally mis--

understood Khasi festivals
such as Shad Suk Mynsiem;

Chad Sukra, Chad Pliang,

" and Chad Lahoo etc, and

that missionaries umformly' .

“trampled upon™indigenous
traditions reflect.a deeply

‘reductive reading of his-’

.:-" tory. The encounter between -

Christianity and Khasi belief
systems was neither singular;

nor uniformly oppressive. . It. :

was  complex,-layered, and,
often reciprocal. To flat-
ten this into a narrative of
unilateral cultural erasure is
not merely inaccurate—it is
intellectually uresponsrble
- Equally troubling is the
attempt to portray contem- -
rary Khasi society as one

", ‘ deﬁned by re11g10us antago-
" nism. This is demonstrably

false.. The lived reality. of

" “these hills is one of toexis-'

- tence, shiared cultural spaces,:
.".and mutual accommodation. -

To suggest otherwise is to

' distort reality and, more dan--
S gerously, torisk manufactur- :
ing: divisions where none(_
-~ inherently exist. :
... “More. concerning, how-,_
ever, is the ideological un-
* dertone that seeks to appro-. .
- priate and reinterpret indig-
o !

through external religious

. frameworks. The Khasi be-:

~ lief systerti as stated by one

Seng Khasi leader is not an

extension of any mainland

-relrgrous paradigm, nor is
“it-available for ideological *
- absorption. Its distinctive- -
’'ness is not negotiable. Any
attempt implicit or explicit
* .t0 subsume it within broader - :
R constructs is bothmrsgulded

and 1ntrus1ve

At the same time, it is drs- B j “
-~ingenuous to erase or dimin-"-.
- ishthe contrrbutlorzls of early. X
missionaries .in education, - -
:healthcare, and linguistic - Lumpongdeng
“development. The standard-_ . -
ization of the Khasi script--
‘and the expansion of literacy ]
 are not incidental footnotes - -
“but foundational develop-
ments. To ignore these is to
‘engage in selective memory
.masquerading as critique.
The allegation that Chris- -
tians historically regarded

mdrgenous faiths as ‘‘sav-
age” or “barbaric,” presented
without credible evidence,

reads. less: like htstorrcal‘
analysrs and more like prov- -1
ocation. Such language does.

ittle to illuminate the .past-
and much to inflame present :
- sensitivities. -,
 What is most regrettable_, '
~‘about theletter is its implicit
“ encouragement -of divisiof :
- under the guise of cultural -
- preservation,’ Khasi society

has long been guided by the
principle ‘of Jaidbynriew a

recognition that community
and shared humanity tran-: .
-scend religious differences.

Narratives that undermine-

this principle must be called

out for-what they are: desta-.

bilizing and unnecessary. It

is very unfortunate that, after -
remaining in deep slumber .
-for many decades, some out-;

siders are now. urespon51b1y

.. stoking the fires of com- -
.- munalism, having realized

‘that the Khasi and Jaintia -
Hills are a neglected yet
fertile ground for mainland ;

* enous Khasi faith traditions

ngon thout Cnsc1ence Cola

pses

into Dlsaster" Michael Sylem Affirms

"God does not play dzce
with the Universe

‘When Michael N. Syrem :
invited me to his unique mu-

sical play ‘After Ayodhya
Its Conscience and Man,’

I sensed it ‘would be more .

than music. It was an invi- i
tation to step into a.world
where conscience’ speaks
louder than chants. Michael
Syiem, former. president. of

the Khasi Students’ Union':
and chaijrman of the Mai- -

tshaphrang Movement has

always been concerned about
injustice and the many forms :
- of discrimination that plague -

modern society. He often:
speaks about: the ignored
voices of single mothers and

the downtrodden. These are -
‘concerns we. have drscussed N
‘together many times.-

When the play. unfolded

T-was-filled with awe. To
be honest; it does: not take
long’ before the play grips -

you: Yes, the play asksa
brutal question --- What"

happens. when “conscience™
}.is'silenced in the name of

religion?-This fact-deeply, .
touched me: Through songs,

‘poetry; and dialogue; Mi- .
chdel -exposes the rot of

fanaticism and the shameless -
.- dividing so fiercely. How did .

+ God, the symbol- of eternial ..

commercialisation of faith by
unscrupulous godmer. -

- Indeed, the first scene -

where. representatives..of .

different religions fight over. -
.a patch of holy land, tearing .
down the sacred structures of -

others one after another and.

erecting their own; is not the- .
' by our quarrels, but we'are;-

atre. It; in fact; is a mirror --

-one that feels uncomfortably
real because we see ourselves. -

-in"it.. How:can: one justify -
justify .-think about this:"

destroying a-sacred structure

of another faith, only totaise

‘their own upon its ruins? To .-
. exclusrvrty of one rehgron as

truly understand who, whe, .

how, and why the sacred Ay- -

odhya site became a ground

of discord, one should have
enough pat1ence tolook into -
[ history. What is certain 'is.~
that. people were “weighed -
down” by distorted inter-

pretations of religion rather

‘than by sincere devotion to-

the Almighty, who belongs to

“all”) and. Hrs unfathomable ?
; creatlon

Mrchael therefore‘
thoughtfully chooses “con-’

science’:as the central vorce e
-of his work, revealing a pro- :

found understandmg of faith

-and humanity: Clearly, he is

not merely telling a story; he

‘is striving to awaken a moral .
.awareness that many of us
“have allowed to lie dormant.™’
“As Bhogtoram Mawroh, -a"
| prolific: writer; observed in-

religions. We suspect ulterior
motives in this.content..

. Ifwe areto engage mean-'
- ingfully with our past, let it

be with intellectual honesty *
- rather than polemical exag- -
- geration. Our strength lies -
riot iri rehearsing grievances

‘but in sustaining the plural,

interdependent socrety we-

have mherlted v

Yours etc,' :

Kuparmerr Shylla
Protect
- Island from

Development,

. Ed1tor BRI '
.Through the’ columns of

your esteemed newspaper,
. 1-wish to draw attention to:
" the growing concern:sur- "

rounding the proposed de-
. velopment at Lumpongdeng;
- Island in:Umiam Lake.

"Lumpongdeng: Island is

‘an ecologically sensitive
~-zone and an important natu-.
. ral heritage of Meghalaya.” .
“The reported plans for large-.

‘scale tourism' infrastructure

~on the island have raised se- |

rious apprehensions amorig
. ¢itizens regarding potential
‘environmental damage and -
" loss of biodiversity.

‘While development andf
tourism are vital for the -
economic progress of the

'state, they must be pursued -
B respon51bly ‘Any. project
in such-fragile ecosystems’.
should be preceded by trans-:

_parent decision-making,

~‘comprehensive Environmen-
tal Impact Assessments, and .-
meaningful pubhc consulta- .
‘ .~ measures-risk offermg only

" short-term relief. .

tion, . :
I therefore urge the con-

cerned authorities to re- -
A1 WlSh to emphasize that this "

consider the inclusion of.

By Salil

Gewali -

his article “After Ayodhya
A Play that Interrogates The-

-atre, Land, and Identity” (ST, -

February 19, 2026), I too -
salute Michael for daring to -,
bring such lofty ideas to the
stage. He strongly believes
that when conscience bleeds;
society suffers. The play. -

-émphatically reminds, us

that without “consc1ence”

religion becomes a hollow *
‘ritual, politics turns into.:

cruelty, and humanity loses
its soul. In other words, once

“conscience lS gOl’lC, every-

thing else slowly falls apart.

- Ultimately, it is a clarion call

to awaken the inner voice,

the only guide-capable of . -

leading us toward compas- .
sion, justice, and genurne
human dignity.: -~ 1.

. The play very aptly. un-
derlines Karl-Marx's famous.*

“ proclamation that “religion
15 the opium of thé masses.”:
“But today, I personally feel

it is much worse. It has be- -
.come a soil that breeds hatred

-and nourishes ‘bloodshed.”

‘At times, one:wonders how
somethrng meant to unite.
every human being ends up -

love and compassion, be-

-come the excuse for’ devrllsh
‘vrolence” Ifa mother S name’
~sparks a quarrel among her

children, the fault lies with
the -children.  Likewise; the -
Almightyis not drmlnrshed

becoming: “unworthy” even

‘to approach Him. Strangely -

enough, we rarely pause to -

“To me, nothrng is more
absurd than believing in. the

the sole truth iri the universe -
while dismissing all others as

-inferior; Such shouts of abso--
lutismhaye long been exact-

inga heayy toll on humanity.

, mg over 54 galaxres which-

‘itself is nothing more than a
_dust speck when compared
to the observable universe.

Can we seriously believe that’

the inhabitants of an infinite

_number of Earth-like worlds -
" across the cosmos are hmng; :
~up to recite the same sermors -
and slogans that originated in -
ancient India, Judea, Mecca,. .
or. Nepal? The fanaticism
of such-a thought, and. the
‘'supremacy of one religion,
“1is not only :comical but pa<’

thetically absurd, collapsing

. into msrgmﬁcance before the .
inconcéivable: ~vastness of the "

- Almighty,

-my mentor, Patricia Mukhim,
perhaps a little dlsrllusmned

7 a.few days ago posted on
. her Facebook wall: “We live ..
“on this planeét for a limited:*
period, yet we are filled with -
« hate for fellow humans, ha- *
. tred based on religious differ- o

ences, ethnicities; and more,

-Did any ofthe rehgrous fead- -

«-ers teach hatred? Isn't hatred

‘ahuman construct that blinds -
_people into believing theirs: -

~1s_the only true religion?” I
must say --- these words hit -
~ the nail on thé head. . ».

~Michael’s’ play. ‘strikes:

“Chanting.” The Nobel lai
“redte poet reminds us thaf

“-poor,:the -farmers, and the
‘hungry child == where the- -
-tiller ploughs the soil and th ]
1abourers toil for their daily

chanting’

‘the ‘needy -with. compassron
“and. without discriminatio

- humbled hlmself and extir
“guished the ember of ego by
‘serving those whom society

An eminent Journahstand

even deeper when it invokes.
- Tagore’s poem “Leave.This ..

“God cannot be confined to "
places of worship alone. He -
““lives most clearly among the

- religion alone is the pathway  background and blessed them
to God’ must be reminded of  with equal warmth; seeingno .-
- -one scientific fact. We now . distinction of caste or ‘creed B

In this' twenty-first century " branded as “low casté.” He..

those who claim that ‘my " welcomed devotees ofevery

: know how: unrmagmably yas|
& “this universe is, With loday’
- incredible advances in tech
.nology, astrophyswlsts have

~‘be ‘millions-of Earth-like"

- Andromeda, which is twice
_the size of the Milky Way?".
.. The most astounding thing
.isnot justthe Milky Way and
" Andromeda together, but the

concluded that there could- :

planets in. our galaxy, the
Milky Way. And what abou

=Him directly; and. he upheld ™
forgiveness as:one:of the.

.~ in action'for self-evolution. -

before God. Inspired, by his
master’s teachmgs tosee God ..

nevery bemg, Vivekananda

“ declared service to humanity. -
asthe hrghest worship; Jes

- Christtaught-that feedrng"
--the hunigry and healing the -

ick were ‘acts’ of serving:-

‘highest virtues. These ar¢ not .
.rituals; they are consciende -

.-entire Local Group; compris- -

- major development: project -
" and to ensure that environ-

Shrllong— i_

" delaysand disruptions. across.
- key-routes in the city.

" “faken to address the crisis’,

“raised significant questions
“regarding their effectiveness '

.While the government has -
*“initiated- steps such ‘as’the *
- inauguration of a short 0.185
“km link road near the Anja-

“lee petrol pump, constructed

_,reductron in congestlon is®
. limited to just-10-20%, -in-

“The.Prophet: Muhamma

“but-from a genuine-desire
“to see Shrllong and the stai

mental preservatlon is given -
;- of Meghalaya‘progress in a

due priority." Protecting -our
natural resources today is'es-:
‘sential for'securing the future
of generatrons to'come. -

S Yours ete.
Donald Albert Kurbah

channel traffic through the
erbong corridor which is al-

The erbong
Bypassa-
Short-srghted
Idea

“congestion from one location
< to another while placing ad-

; and herrtage Zones.’

corridor as. a-primary.
ion is neither adequate
. justified. Having al$o bee

a student of PN:. Chaudhurr

["The’ ongomg traffic’con
gestron ‘in; Shillong has’
“come’:a matter of serio
‘public’concern; with
commuters facing i mcreasmg

currently workmg for an

.- this Jocality, an environment

Recent measures under- that plays a crucial role in-

‘particularly the development
of alternative routes through

the Rilbong corridor have - 4 ent thro gh this area risks
_disrupting
.diminishing the calm, safe,’
“andfocused surroundmgs,

~that students deserve..

and overall justification. -

" a long term, integrated ap-+
proach to traffic management - *
that prioritizes infrastructure

at'a cost of approximately " gevelopment, efficient pub-
‘Rs 3.36 crore, the expected - eveop P

" expansion over-ad-hoc and‘

dicating a largely temporary limited 1mpact measures,

and marginal impact. .~ Yours etc\“,
Such. interventions fallo Debarun Bhattacharjee, ,,

to address the root causes . o Shlllong 4
of Shlllong s traffic chal- " . oo L

) lenges which stem' from ST e = -
narrow legacy roads, rapidly. : ‘N'eW B

~increasing vehicular. density,”

“and the abse?ce of a compre-. - WhatSApp

~ hensive and forward-looking

urban mobility plan: Instead Features

of resolving the issue, these Lo
Edltor S

As aresident of R1lbong,

opposition to’ development, i

“sustainable and well-planned
‘manner.; The decision to:

ready asensitive and densely
Mawphlang - populated area - has:further.
< intensified pubhc concern, as:,
+ these diversions merely shift -

ditional strain on re51dent1al :

It is increasingly evrdent
" that relying ‘on‘the erbong“

~Higher: Secondary School;:

+.:MNC;Ican personally relate;
“to the, unique environmernt".
~-and atmosphere that.defines -

‘the: learning .experience of -
students. The 1ntroduct10n.
- of increased vehicular move-'

at.very essence, .-

"~ Shillong urgently requrres*

lic-transport systems; and’"
scientifically planned urban -

- 'j ﬁ pearmg on this page are

T w1sh to draw attentlon_u»
to an important development :
~in digital communication.
concern does not stem- from WhatsApp is reportedlyf

|'authors ‘and: not that. of
‘| The Shillong Times -

’ too embodred mercy and
- -compassion. He gave freely»
to the poor, choosing gener- |-
‘osity. over-possession, and |’
.. showed through his life that

true wealth lies in service,
not in accumulation. -
Alas, the saddest realrty
today is that instead of serv-
ing humanity-and striving for
self-purification,  followers .
of different faiths are busy’
sharpening their’ knives in’
“the name;of God. Sacred-
places: of worshrp are often
transformed into centres

- of narrow indoctrination:
and battlegrounds. The true

temple of God lies within our

hearts, not merely outside.
- “Tat Tvam Asi”

-- “You:
Are That™ (You are identical

to the universal, absolute:
“reality) - is ‘among the most
profound -proclamations of”

the-aricient Upanishads: ---
“books of wisdom: This doc-’
‘trine of the East evoked an
~incredible “wow” amopg
leading modern scientists’

‘. such as Schrodrnger Brian'

- David Josephson, and Robert-

Oppenheimer, as well as phi-
- losophers like Schopenhauer,
.-Emerson, Thoreau, Eliot, and
-\ Yeats, It profoundly reshaped”
. their vision of reality .and-

‘revealed the all-pervasrve
ature-of consciousness:

It reminds us that dlvrnrty»
not’ remote but. “innate”.
Any person, 1rrespect1ve of

- caste, creed, 'of status; can |

“realise God -- or more pre-.

detached action to calm the
nental noise. At:the same’
‘time, the cultivation of purity-
f thought; compassmn, and:

elfless service becomes the

reinforces that we must stop
- fighting over, God and ‘start
living ‘with- Him' by ‘serv-

“truly human: That alone;is’

“hurting . others, we end- up
. hurting’ ourselves *God- does’

_verse! (Einstein’s quote)
“(Salil Gewali 'is best

“dia,” which has been trans-
‘lated into ﬁfteen languages:-
The book carries aforeword
by NASA chief scientist; and
"“Heis also’a member:of the
~International Huyman Rzghts :
“Commission)..

troducing a ‘username’ fea--
ire that will allow users to
conriect without sharmg their

ar-user, | feel thisis'a very
'd much-needed\

At present we' have to
share our phone numbers to

communicate on WhatsApp .
While this makes connecting: |

easy, it also exposes users to

-unwanted- messages; spam' .‘

calls, and sometimeés even
/ misuse of personal . informa--

“tion. Many people hesitate -
to share their numbers, espe- | -
ially when interacting with |~

unknown contacts

posed username system-ap-
pears to. be a practical solu-
tion. Tt will‘allow users:
communicate. more safely.
ithout revealing their per--
‘'sonal contact details. This
" will be particularly helpful
~for women, students, and
professronals who value
privacy and wish to avoid
unnecessary disturbances.

From a safety point of

“view, this feature_can help
“reduce risks such as harass-",

‘ment and cyber fraud. It also

grves users better:control |

‘over who can reach them,

. At the samé time; it brings’
“WhatsApp in line with other:
“platforms. where usernames

“ar€ used mstead of phone‘»

pimbers. =

oI unplemented properly,
this could become one of
. the ‘most useful updates.to.
- WhatsApp, making commu-
‘nication not only:easier but-
‘also safer. I sincerely hope
- that such steps-continue to:

- be taken to protect users and
s 1mprove thelr« experience.:

Yours ete., -
Jairaj, .
Vra email

Artlcles and letters ap-

the views.of the ‘writers/

crsely, discover.his or her.,‘ .
own true Self by practising -

this musical play by Mlchaelf

‘ing,'by loving, and by being |,

known for his research-based
work;- “Great Minds on In-.

“mobile numbers. As a‘regu-"

Moral & Emotlonal
Development of Chlldren
" a Critical Need

By Jenniefer Dkhar .

~In an age driven by rapid
technologrcal advancement,

| fierce: competition,-and the *

-persistent ‘pursuit’ of mate-;
rial success, the moral and ~
.emotional development of .

the periphery: Yet, no society .,
can -flourish on academic
brlllrance and-economic.
progress-alone; “The true-

| strength of a-nation lies:in .

the values, conscience; and-. -
character of its: citizens.
The: responsrbrhty of nur:’
-turing these qualities begins.
‘at home and is: ‘reinforced
in educatronal institutions;”
thaking parents and educa-
‘tors the primary architects -
of:a child’s moral and soc1a1
foundatlon L

tutlon “where children learn.*
-the fundamental lessons of
right and wrong, mutual Te-:
spect, love, and compassion..:
long] before they enter formal "
education. The: values they
-observe and absorb durmg

deeply rooted in their minds
‘and-guideithem throughout
-their. lives, ‘A’s' parents; we
‘must lead by example by
practising honesty, kindness,-

daily lives. Children learn :
more from what we do than -
‘Wwhat-we say, < T
“Asweliveina fast—paced
,World where there appears’
‘to be paucity of time, it;
becomes even more crucial-
:for parents:to'redefine. our.
‘priorities. Without aban-
donlng our professmnal

children is- often pushed to_

Our home is the ﬁrst mstl- :

these formative years femain . tu

patience and empathy in our *

1nappropr1ate adalt themes. -
~that can corrupt young ininds .
—and disintegrate their sense’
. of right ‘and wrong. It is-

incumbent: that children.”

. are gurded to"use social. -
media as’a tool for learmng

~and growth rather than as :'?T

a source of addrctlon and'

" home, educational “institu- |
tions play-a“crucial role in:
" shaping young minds. Edu-
catlonal institutions_are no’:

* less than-temples of educa-
‘tionas they are sacred spaces’
.- where:minds and: souls are
“nurtured. Students must not
‘only be ‘taught to: ‘pursue .
« academit .excellence: They

should also-be taught toler=-

Alongsrde parents and the S

‘ance and compassion. Edu--

cational institutions should -
prepare students not merely

“to earn’ a livelihoad but to: e

live respon31b1y and ethi-.
cally in society. By integrat-:
ing values. such as falrness,
“honesty, 1ntegnty, and mu-:

institutions can’culitivate.

“individuals who carry these, \* o

4

b

tual respect. into-education, .-

‘,—prmmples throughout therr R

11ves

* into ‘women and ‘men-who-
are not.only .confident and
-accomplished but also ethi-

¢, cal,-upright,: generous, and. -
“tolerant. These values’.m'ust;
-be firmly embedded in their:":

hearts and minds. from an".
early age so that they stand
 on solid moral.ground; While -
‘parents build character: at

v'homethroughlove, gu1 ance s

than what we say.”

Our children must grow =

‘T he values they observe and absorb
durtng these formatzve years remain: SRt
A .a’eeply rooted in thezr minds and gutde :
them throughout their lives. As parents; we..
';hmust lead by example by practzszng honesty

‘ the religion ‘worthy of both’ |-

‘ourselves dnd society. By '\"‘kzndness patience and empathy in our dazly -
llves Chzldren learn more ﬁom what we a’o

not play-dice wrth the Um-

.-

life. We live in-an age filled

constant push to"provide
comfort and security for our

~often; unknowmgly ,_deprrve

N | them'of the emotional bond -
‘and.presence-they. deeply'
‘need. Children: need their
parents to listen to them, to

share their joys and sorrows -

as'wellas. their: challenges:.
and triumphs.. They need to:
feel assured thaf their parents °
_are always there for them.
-Values such _as: empathy,:

respect,” patience, kindness
and. love- canno_t_ me_rely' ,be

responsrbrhtres we need to ¢
recognise the importance of -
balancing work. and family .-

with competltlon economrc s
pressures, deadlines and the -

children. Yet, in doing so, we

and examples, educatronal
institutions reinforce these::

Sure of success should not

values through drscrpllne, s
knowledge and moral’in- . -
‘struction.. The true mea--

7i0n1y be how: high students e

" score academically but how: : .

/ firmly their moral values are
‘rooted. :

- Our children who are the

¢ pillars of tomorrow must -

grow ‘up in a safe.and nur-;

‘they become 1ntellectually
competent;morally upright,
.and socially responsible '
‘citizens. ‘Both-home ‘and-.

turing environment where

eéducational institutions st - 5 i

“ work together-to. sow the
seeds of love, kindness'and

compassmn 1n young hearts 2 f

“Chzldren rreed thezr parents to llsten
to them to share thezr Joys and SOrrows ,
as well as thelr challenges and trlumphs Deay
T hey neea’ to feel assured that their .~ ...
‘parents aré always there Jor them: - "; o
Values such as. emPathy, respect patzence '

places where conversations:

where

,posed to social media and
technology, requiring par-
‘ents, educators and elders to

Constant. comparison with
unrealistic images of perfec-

pursuits,- thereby affecting .
their academic performance
and-overall development.

|-What is even more alarming
is the availability of morally -

taught; they mustbe prac- "
tised.-When homes become'

are hurried and family meals
.are rare, children will -feel .-
.lonely, neglected and emo-_
tionally- detached, and they . -
“will seek attent1on else-

- We are mcreasmgly ex-‘,

remain vigilant, While social .
‘media offers opportunities

for learning.and connectiv-
‘ity, if 'used unchecked- it

can be harinful mentally, -
‘emotionally and socially. - for a future marked by har
" we must begm by invest-:
tion can lead to anxiety and -
Jow self-esteem. Excessive-

screen time distracts children
from studies, reading, physi-
cal activities and creative .

questionable content such as: -
violence, abuse, ‘bullying, -
hate’ specch vulgarlty and

‘we hope to build-a-world
~marked by peace hope, and
prosperity. 5. :
Thus; the respon31b1hty
of shaprng morally ground-"
ed, compassionate, and con- ;
scientious citizens -cannot
“TeSt on one institution alone
It must be a shared commit- ©
‘ment ‘between homes and

- éducational mstltutlons, sup- o
- ported by society at large

Academic brilliance without
“ character is incomplete and
technological advancement’
- without:ethical- groundmg
is dangerous. If we aspire

mony, justice and humanity .

ing ‘time, ‘caré and moral
guidance in our children. If
we-wish tolive in a:world.
‘marked ‘by: peace, drgmty
" and mutual respect, wemust -
| begm by. cultivating these
“values in our homes:and
» classrooms. The future. of

" our society:depends not:

only on how educated our”.
' children become but onhow :

sionate they grow up.to be.

LR
¥

Lumpongdeng Istand in any

8

and’ mmds Only ‘then can’

(humane, ethical and' compas- :




* experiencing an emotion people have

- closed by so many things from which

h 83 you re feehng fed up wnh the.‘~ <

&

way things are in the world, then,
no matter your politics, you are

felt for millennia.
Perhaps you feel helpless. Maybe"
you feel like the character in the Roman
dramatist Terence’s play The Brothers
(160 BCE), who exclaims:we’re en-

there’s no escape: violence, poverty,

injustice, lonehness, drsgrace. What an - §

age we live in!

- What can you do? As we wrll see, | :

ancient’ people had different ideas
about how to act: One popular option
was to retreat- or try to retreat: from-

- the world, renouncing 1nvolvement

and avoiding society. A less common

option was to try to sort things out in
" _the world by yourself, ‘as .one. person
- facing'all its woes,

Herachtus escape :

Herachtus of Ephesus (c 540 480 P

BCE) is one of the most promment

" Greek philosophers known for -be-
- coming disillusioned ‘with worldly,

- affairs.. Heraclitus - Abraham Janssens
"(c.1601).Public domain, via Wikimedia-:

Commons. HlS maln grrpe was’ w1th
pohtrcs

He disliked the 1nsolence and-,
stupldlty of politicians and the laws -

~ they created. He was also tired of the’ -
foolishness of the people, who didn’t

. defend their laws and constitutions: “the .

people,” he said, “must ﬁght for the law ‘
as for city-walls”. ,
" When his friend Hermodorus was~

“ banished from Ephesus; Heraclitus.con-
~demned the city for elevating- foohsh

men and déstroying good mem; - = b
- As the historian Diogenes Laertius -

informs us, Heraclitus told the leaders "

of Ephesus that they were so. worthless

‘they should kill themselves:

The Ephesians would do well to end

o - their lives, every grown man of them,

and leave the city to beardless boys, for

that they have drrven out Hermodorus,

the worthiest man among them, saying, :
“We will have none who is' worthiest -
among us; or if there be any such’ let -

-ignored ‘politics ‘and preferred instead
to play games-of knuckle: bones with-

‘was no longer. worth an mtelhgent
mansttme ‘ :

Are you astomshed" Is it not better to do f
“this than to take parti in your c1v1l hfe” b

Eventually, Heraclitus couldn’t bear

1t any more. As Diogenes Laertius con-

- tinues the story, Heraclitus. “became a

hater of his kind”. .

<. He took to wandermg in the mounw e
tams, living: on. grass and herbs, but .

s *when this gav,e him’ dropsy, hé made

- his way back to the city: and put this’
-riddle to:the phys1c1ans, whether they
were competent to create a drought aﬁer

£ ’_"

heavy rain”.

" He then tr1ed to cure hlmself by
repa1r1ng toa cowshed and burymg 3

h1mse1f in manure:

age ‘of 60.

When the people of Ephesus asked
why an- mtelhgent man like Herachtus

During the political unrest in Rome

Wikimedia Commons
Sertorrus -enemies at- Rome sent

,armtes ‘to- Spaln to defeat him, but -
~'were -unsuccessful in drslodgmg him:
“Sertorius, set up his own senate of 300
‘members

“This mcluded a m1x of Romans and

- members of Spamsh tnbes He consoh- :
‘dated his popularity by appealmg tolo-
cal superstitions —he went everywhere |
F . accompanied by a wh1te fawn, a symbol &
“Living his life in the mountams away B
from society, Heraclitus’ health quickly -
deterrorated He: d1ed soon. after at the»

of divine power.:

| After years of threats and torl Ser-:’
‘ torrus became sick of it all. Accordmg )
““to the Greek historian: Plutarch (c.46-

e Qumtus Sertonus (123 72 BCE) was ',
~a-Roman statesman who distinguished
‘himself: by his rhetoncal skill'and his. .=
";mthtary victories: as,a commander
i agamst tribes in Gaul. - = ¢ 3
chlldren e apparently said civil life: S
: in the 90s BCE; Sertorius:was.sent to
" ‘command the; empire’s Spanish prov:
- fnces. While there; he became aneriemy -
" of the ruling faction af Rome and effec--
tively established his own mdependent
grule of Spain for eight years.\" - -
- Sertorius and his deer- Juan- Ireon‘
“Palhere (1849). Public: domam vra‘

- and plentiful food and water. Most-im- -
portantly, it was fat-away. from all the ‘unknown”, Some drsagreed of course. .

The sailors spoke of a land off the (c 341-270 BCE) advised ‘people o
coast of Africa with a warm climate seek obscurity and avoid- the world.
-His famous saying is two words “live: .

pohtrcal and m111tary turmoil,
Plutarch tells us that the words of

Plutarch,, for example, thought Epicu--.
.rus’ idea was a mark of defeat. and a’
-waste of the potential of hvmg

~~~~~ B he who casts hlmself into’ the un-,
When Sertorlus heard th1s tale, he ~known’ staté and ‘wraps himself in -

“dwell in the islands and live in quiet,

: of being.

Nobody today knows for sure what

1slands these sailors were referring to:” the idea that drsappearmg intoda qulet

‘Some possibilities ate Made1ra, Porto. * and hidden life, ignorant of the world’s . -

‘Santo or the Canary Islands.- Unfor- - affairs, could bring happiness. The

tunately for Sertor1us, he never found Roman poet Horace (65 8 BCE) for»;‘ 5

< his “escape” : R example wrote: s
‘He endured many more years of Happy the man who,
pohtlcal and social’ ‘strife, until he was
murdered by consptrators in72 BCE

ness concerns, works his anc\estral
~acres w1th his'oxen like the n men of old,

Can happmess come from :

dlsengagement’7 akened, like-a:soldier, by the harsh

-+ “bray of the bugle, and has no fear of -

‘anid Rome appear-to- have recognised “ centre and the lofty doorways of power ;

that happmess can come from removmg ) cmzens,

“ .The Greek phrlosopher Eprcurus"

.was seized with an amazmg des1re to " darkness and buries his life in an empty
“tomb would ; appear to be aggrieved at’
freed from tyranny and wars that would ~ his very b1rth and to renounce the efl'ort' ‘
~-never end.. :

Others, however seemed to favour-'

far from busr- jj

free from: every kind of debt; hé-is not”’

' _hlm go elsewhere and consort wrth:‘

Sertorlus dream of os cap e FO 1l9 CE) Sertorlus met some sa1lors[

is far from cities and armies, living sim-
ply on his ancestral farnt with ammals
~and loved ones- witht no debt O

treat from thmgs ‘, ‘
“"They want to solve problems and
make’ the world around them -better. -

an ordinary person?. -
“The Athenian playwrrght Arlsto-
phanes (450~388 BCE) had a comical;
tongue-in-cheek solution. In-his’ play
Acharmans “first performed in-425-

pohs who is fed up with pohttcs

A

poht1ctans 1y1ng and startmg endless

selfishly-for handouts and. for harmful’
“policies. The people he says “can be

=80 l)lcaeopolls comes up w1th a per-
: sonal solution. He will: ‘make a treaty

chrldren and the missus” s0 hrs farmly
" can live in peace. . :

- His ‘effarts' are’a trlumph He suc-
cessﬁrlly negotrates the treaty and hves
freely, enjoying prlvrleges other citizens -

--cannot; like farming, tradlng Wlth other ,‘

states and drmkmg

- The play is' not. meant to be taken :

senously- itis'a comedy, aﬁer all, and

no private individual would really be :
able 'to negotiate a treaty. with another_‘

&ity.- But its plot. reveals somethin
; about the political frustratlon ordmary
crtrzens can often feel

So what can you ‘do 1f you are fed
up with polltlcs’7 Ead

: Two thousandwyears later the opt1ons
‘haven’t rmproved much The anciént .
advice is/clear: you can. w1thdraw,
“endure; or laugh Preferably the last op-
«tion. It seems‘to have the best sur\aval
rate (The Conversatzon) f e

“ [This  article was’ wrttten by
Konstantme Panegyres Lecturer: .

: ,Manypeople hvmgmanc1entGreece ‘the angry sea; he avoids both the city.: in Classics and Ancient History, fn

~The Umversrty of Western Aus-
L ralra]
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: \Iirgo - (Aug

Moon square Venus on your solar return chart will give mixed results Your ex- _

|| - penses willrise and you will have to take loans from 'somewhere. Some sudden -
 problems can aggrieve you. Your opponents will pose a problem’of twd and will -~

keep an eye on you. Your carefrée attitude can bring some losses, so youneed " .:

to take care of that. You will do all your work with patience:You will also'go on

-} anouting or trip with family. You will also undertake responsibilities of your family
- well. You wilt also take care of your parents well. You will also have wonderful- R

bonds with your parents. Your relationships at‘your in-laws’ place will |mprove" prowiid Lo
. Thls is the time to.do| hard work: Destiny and luck will smile on you ;

=

‘B|rthday Forecast’ -

- *This week for you’

Arles (March 21- -='April 20) You W|Ilget victory in Iegal matters You

" You will share fun moments with your mate. Lovebirds will be |
- having a wonderful bond. You will also fulfill your new plannings.

7 "and hobbies. You:wil give importance to everything. Itis going to

e

will even perform professionally well. You will have upper edge - L

" in official matters. You could be given-an ‘important position. .
~You will also complete all held-up tasks. You will be flush with

funds and will have no finanicial problems. You will also enjoy
robust health. There is also yoga for getting married to a person -

.. of your own choice. You could get a promotion too suddenly. -

' Senior officials will be supportive. You will also start a new work/
.- . business. You will also share good bonding with your mate and
.. family members. Days will bring joy and wealth: You will also get -

" success in every job. People assoclated with technlcal jObS W|ll 2t

. reap more benefits.

. ) Taurus (April 21 - May 21) lt isa majorgalnsay weel( for you Your

worries WI|| come:to an end. Your confidence will be high. You

- will also contact new people. New job/business offers will come.

‘With the help of your friends your messed up tasks will improve.
You will have financial gains. Your romantic life’is going to be

: - wonderful. A chance encounter car'lead to a rollickihg affair,
Those who are in a-relationship for'a long time will plan to get. -
married. You can also go on a fun trip with family. You wilt be
having lot of unforgettable moments with your friends and foved” :

*“ones. You could get attracted to-politics and social matters, You -

~will ‘also. achieve success in your business, You will also see ..

L

<" be animportanttime ffom the point of view of worldly ‘and splntual
< perspective. New pro;ects will take shape..- :

. L|bra (September23 October 23)lhs goingtobe prestrge enhanc—

- ing week: The graph of your self-respect, dignity and populanty

.. will go upward. You will also get lotof opportunities to rise in your
. business/work.. You will reach the peak of your potential: Even |

* yourfinancial position will get better. Your bosses will support you
~“fully. You will also fulfilt all your potential and capabilities. You will
 also win trust in your closed ones: People will also appreciate
““yaur gentle and sober nature. in the latter part of the week; you

< will take a short business tfip which will tum out to be beneficial.

. Some’ pleasant news-will lift your. spirit. It is likely.that you can

o meet aseeror spmlual guru and recelve the blessmgs

Scorplo (October 24 - November 22) The favorable placement

Saglttarlus

" positive changes in yourself Declstons taken after deep thought )
: WI|| help you eam money..; : o =

- Gemini (May 22. Jurie 21 ) The startofthe weekls gomg to be pleasant T
: You wilt be happy and cheerful. Some unforgettable moments will -*
. be spent in the company of your love maté/partner. There will be
" - afamily gettogether too. Old memories will be refreshed, andyou -+~ -
- willbecome nostalgic: These are alsogood days in terms ofmoney. =+
* You will also hear pleasant or happy news from somewhere. You

will get good job/business offers. Due to your strong will power.

you will start moving towards the path of success: Money and .-
. wealth will keep coming. Your enemies and opponents will not "

succeed in fiarming your interests. You will be empathetic. You

> willfinish all work with seriousness. You will also be able fo create

harmony among the people around you.

Cancer (June 22 . July 22) itisa very spemalweek for you. You wrll do

something newand will be under notension. You will be easily able
tocomplete yourwork with the assistance of your colleagues. You

will also have financial gains. You will also have interest towards

spiritualism and will perform noble deeds. You will have many
wealthy and auspicious days. Your prestige will also increase.
 You will have new job/business offers. Your communication skills

. are going to be second to none. Those who are unmarried will get - -
good marriage proposals. You would also fike to go to a peaceful .
- place amidst nature to seek some solace. You will be artistic and
* imaginative. You will also be traditional and fulfill yourdesues and .
- will also enhance your knowledge . L

Leo : (July 23 - August 23) These are enlighteried days. You wrll see

life again with a lot of hope and interests. Your financial position
is going to get better. You will also make progress in your work.

* You will have the desire o do something new for yourself, for. -

which you will leam a fot of things. Your bogses will support you.

The time will be favorable. You will have awonderful romanticlife. . -
Your-partner will support you a lot. The star of your destiny will -

become strong and help you move forward in your life. Business
partnerships will be extremely favorable during this time. You will

" work full of energy on receiving adesired task. You will startdoing - '
good deeds. There are possibilities of you spending money on

household items. Your opponents will get defeated

ust 24 - September 22) It is going to be a wcnderful .
week. You will be happy and in a pleasanl mood. You will be

relaxed alot. These are days to acquire lot of money. Youwillalso
be busy with your official matters. You will show your potential to
everyone through your work. Jtis also atime to get recognized.”

3

-y

‘of planets will stabilize your monetary profits.. You will feel a lot
more sectre now than even before.:You will also attend a party

:*="or function. And you will be the center of attraction. You will at-:
= fract people with your gentle nature. You will be worried about

- the career of your children. You would also like to spend some
time in seclusion and like to meditate and read irfformative and

=" adventurous books, Even Yoga, prayers, worshlp and religious’

acts will attract you. Your financial condition will get better, and
you wilf pay attention to your work which will reward you. You will,
develop a dynamic personallty and posmve y-loughts S50 ;

(November 23- December 21)ifisnowthe appropn-

- ‘ate time to decide about your plan Achange in job looks certain.
= You may also undertake expansion of business. Yourbosses will
< be satisfied with-your performance This will make you happy.

““You will be interested in focusing on attentron an studies, writing
" and exams. There can be some situations in your job where you
~.wilt have to take quick decisioris, You will also have the support_
. of good friends. “Your bonding.with your partner/spquse.will get

" betterand both of you will be able to understand each othermuch

better. You will also make new friends. Your hard work and efforts
: will be behind your sudden success. You could be elevated in
“your job. Your communication skills are going to bé second to

.. none; You will be more open-minded and wrll pay more attentlon

1o yourself than to others .

Capricorn (December 22 . .lanuary 20)You wil be busy W|th |

your work and will fulfiliyour targets. Money and wealth will keep
coming: You will also ook for new job or business. A chance.

- encounter with an unknown person can lead to romantic ties. You

will give full time to your family. Enemies and opponents will be
“active but will be unable to harm.your inferests. Relations with-
relatives will be cordial and sweet. Your romantic life is going to be
“wonderful. Lovemates will have a wonderful time and understand

. eachother's feelings better. You wil also clinch a | major financial

. deal. But read all documents well before signing them. You will

develop interestsin yoga, meditation and prayers. Youwill remain
active in diversified work area: Your income willi lncrease Bosses
and seniors will be satisfied with your work, :

Aquarlus (January 21 - February 18) You wrll be able to ﬁnlsh

[

all the tasks that have been pending for a long. time. You will

-make good progress in your job/business. Opportunities will

bring peace, and happiness in your life, You will also be able to.

- achieve the targets you have ‘set at your work. People will pr: aise
- your intelligence, creativity, and potential,You will also mget an
 importantpersonality. Youwillshare good refations with yourmate.

You will suggest something vital to him/her. You will be busy with
events, programs, seminars etc. You will make new contracts.
Your responsibilities will.also increase at your workplace. The
commurication among colleagues isgoing to be verygood Both
WI|| understand each othersfeellngs e <

Pnsces (February 19 - March 20) Youwillget OPPO“”“‘HGS tor move |

>

ahead in your career, and everyone will agree on-your potential.
Don't trust everyone. in financial- matters otherwise they can
betray you. Your time will be spent reading an informationator
adventurous book. Your mind will be happy after meeting an old
friend after a long time. You will think about new plans. You will

- take care ofeven the small needs and désires ofyourchlldren and,
-family. There will be smoothness and easiness in the relationship
- between you and your partner. Thereis posslb

ility.of buying new
things. There will be improvements in the health of your parems\

. Your;ourneywrll be favorable.

m1crob1al mats of Gathaagudu (Shark
Bay)
“To the untr ined eye they look like a:

-are in fact teeming with microbial life.
“And these stromatolites are living
rehcs of: ancient ecosystems that
thr1ved on Earth billions of years ago
If you wade past, it feels like you’re

atmosphere on early Earth likely. came.
from ancient stromatolites. You could::
_say we:Owe our: Very ex1stenc‘e to these
piles.of rocks :

So, what other secrets of our. past worl dwide to achieve this, thro ol years

: could these ecosystems tell us? - -

Through decades’ of research we'”
know how early life has woven 1ts path*
through these “living rocks”. . i
-.[But most recently our team embarked -
onthe greatest genealogy search of them .
all: searching -for our’great; ‘microbial -
ancestors the Asgard archaea.~ . .

"And inanew paper; pubhshed today
in the journal Current Biology, we report
how this search led to the discovery of - .

a key clue that could: help explam how

complex life evolved on Earth. = - ° ;’
The cells that comprlse complex hfe

Asgard archaea were" orrgmally

: named after Norse gods. This; fascinat- -,

ing group of microbes sits on the cusp
of one of the most s1gn1ﬁcant events in .
the evolution of life: the- origin of the
‘complex cells that make up plants arid ~
annnals known as eukaryotes

The cells that compnse ‘omplex life -

Evrdence suggests Asgard archaea
are the closest relatives of: eukaryotes.
And that on an early Earth it was: the:

“marriage™ of an ancient Asgard ar-.
“chaeon and.a bacterium that led to. the
first eukaryotes: They formed an ‘ancient
‘partnership. They shared resources and.
‘physically. mteracted leadmg to the ﬁrst
complex cells. ‘ :

Like & Romeo and Juhet talé of two
drstant families commg together Asgard
archaea and bacteria decided it was tim:
to break from trad1t10na1 fam11y values
“But we have never seeit amodel ofho
thls rnay ‘have occurred. Until now,

Holdmg up a mirror to
the. anclent past

Our team used the mats of Shark Bay
asa “seed” to estabhsh cultures of these

. g\ n the shores. o'f ‘the’ west coast
of Australia lies a window-to
. out past: the stromatolites and

collectron of rocks and slime- but they:

walkmg back through time. In fact, the -
first bubbles of oxygen. that filled the

* Earth that ultimately led to the- explosron

tage Site with s1gn1ﬁcant envrronmental'

an01ent m1crobes ; :
We -are. one of onl four:groups
~of research with-a dedicated team of -
graduate ‘students nurturing the Asgards
like offspring. But the Asgards were not
.alone.: We found ‘them together w1th a
sulphate-lovmg bacterium. .
+,Could this be a model of how com-:
plex life may have started ona pnmltlve
Earth? SR
We began by sequencmg the Asgards’
DNA to decipher exactly how these mi-
-crobes tick at the genetic level. . - =
‘We also used artificial mtelhgence to:
model how proteins could have behaved
in'a world before eukaryotes. -
-Evidence suggested these. two mi-
crobes were sharing nutrients. In other -
‘words, they. were cooperating. But we'.
wanted to delve deeper.: L

- What do our great | mlcroblal
ancestors look like?..

.- Here-we turned fo electron’ cryoto-,:~,
' mography, a high-resolution imaging'
-~ approach- that allowed 'us to observe::

‘cells: and structures at a nanometre
scale,” S
“And here we showed: for the ﬁrst

-time- -an Asgard archaeon. and‘a bacte— :

num directly interacting

« Tiny nanotubes were connectmg the
two organisms- perhaps reflecting what
their. great-ancestors did on.an early

of complex life as we know 1t

Weavmg western’ sclence w1th
R Indlgenous knowledge

This was a major discovery- ‘one that
originated in Gathaagudu, a World Heri-

and cultural values. = - =

Aboriginal people - first 1nhabrted>i
Gathaagudu over 30,000 years ago. We
wanted to recognise and celebrate. the»

Gathaagudu o

“We also wanted to' connect westem, .

»sclence with, Indigenous Knowledge

'in a-meaningful way..To this end and . -
‘working closely with the world’s.

- foremost Malgana language expert;

_Kymberley. Oakley,-and Aboriginal el-~ = | §
ders,; a name was granted for our novel
" Asgard archaeon from the language of . -
‘the Malgana people: Nerearchaeum .

marumarumayae

i The species name- marumarumayae-" A
is denved from the Aboriginal language el
:of the Malgana people, meaning “an-.: |
-, cient home”, a reference to stromato- .-
" lites béing of anment orlgm in Eatth S

hlstory

Weavmg Aborrgmal language mto f' o

the naming of our new microbe rep-

“resents. a fitting conhection between -
‘'unique Aboriginal culture in ‘Australia -
“ and the ‘ancient microbe discovered that L

alls the mats of Gathaagudu “home”.

activity. -

and:-conserve are-the significant Ab-
riginal connections as well as the trails

“time,*
distant families of microbes. coming

eventually led to us: a fragile branch

onversation)

sociate Professor, School of Bio-~
‘tech & Biomolecular Science,

"UNSW Sydney dnd Kymberley

R .

“For Horace, someone who is happy & |

Takmg matters mto your own hands ’

" Some, of course, don 't ant ‘to "e- '

But how can you do thrsyrf you’re just -

“ BCE; he dep1cts a man.called chaeo- L f"

chaeopohs is not only’ t1red of

wars; he is also.tired of people. votmg i
" bouight and sold”. . % RS

with the Spartans for me alone and my;

# Gathaagudu is under threat from o
global ‘change, from: increased heat- -
waves, cyclomc events and human B

-And: among the values to preserve g

flife gomg back through evolut1onary )

-~ With our study we have peered into -
our past. And maybe like the Montagues = "
and Capulets of Shakespeare, we see

together to bridge the divide and ulti~- - |
‘mately: form the early eukaryotes that .~

n-the evolutionary tree of hfe (T he

“[By Brendan. Paul Burns, As- .

e 3

“language of the Malgana people; one )
f the trad1t1onal language groups ofi_' X
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