lectively they stress a few points. The results of such

-did Puducherry where aregional party shares power'.
. against the governments. of Tamil Nadu, Keralaetc.,

: _ the people are looking for a change. Bengal is not
" given to quick change of polrtlcal commitments.’

> the mid-70s to 2011 and then placed eminent trust

- Clearly, the BJP d1d its best to0unseat her in the last
- polls too but: 1ntensrﬁed its’ offensrve this trme ‘evi-
~ dent also from the long presence of Prime Minister

P removal of lakhs of bogus ‘voters in-these: states.

‘ ‘electlon results are: out on. May 4. The BJP played.
“its cards zealously in Assam rarsrﬁg feehngs agarnst

: frequent campaigns. There was no anti- 1ncumbency'
. feelings there. However, in Tamil Nadu, powerful
"MK Stahn of the DMK seems havmg trouble re-
| .. taining:power." Exrt poll results show actor—turned
P _ politician Vijay, who recently. formed the TVK party
- -and campaigned extensrvely, might ; 'call the shots
- there at the expense of the traditional heavywerghts :
- the DMK and the AIADMK National parties have-

+ Chances are that the LDF government in Kerala
2 Up.its boofs: An anti-incumbeiicy factor:
, was at work there as chief minister Pinarayi Vrjayan‘

“'was: ruling the. state for the last two terms. His first
~term'was impressive, which helped him- win" the
- last polls and continue the LDF rule. ‘This time, he

~“the minorities ‘through his wh1msrbal actions. With-
. his health deteriorating, Vrjayan at -age 80 is facrng
o pohtlcal odds, which could be to the advantage ‘of
" the Congress-led UDF. ‘Exit polls ate clear that the

~ gress appedr to have beneﬁted in one or other state.
-~ For the Congress a garn in Kerala would help raise
“its'clout i inthe South where the party already rules 1

must accelerate

“Every deczszon has its pros and cons.’
" — Regina Cassandra
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Mood of states

EXIT-polls are not necessarily trustworthy;but col-

polls released by multiple media agencies this week,
prima facie, signify massive drssatrsfactron of the
people against their state governments They gener-
ally hint that West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Kerala
could see a change of government; while the BJP-
ruled Assam appears to have voted for continuity. So

with.the BJP. The final assembly poll results on May
4 may even provide a different picture, but ground
realities also suggest that strong sentrments prevarled_

while Bengal’s Mamata Banerj ee had a hard struggle
keeping her folk together. Mamata, hav1ng ruled
Bengal for three consecutive terms, it ‘is.likely that

It repeatedly elected Left Front governments from

in Mamata Banerjee and her Trinamool Congress

'Modl and Home Mrnrster Shah there through the :
campaign period. -
Assam has been a stronghold for the BJPin recent :

‘ years The special electoral rolls revision across poll-:|
" bound states 1nclud1ng Brhar Bengal and Assam by

the Election Commission: apparently helped-in the-

Who benefited' from this would be clear when thef

the minorities, settlers from Bangladesh etc., thréugh:

minor mﬁuence in Tam11 Nadu as has been the case
for long, while new regronal partles sprout. -

obvrously faltered on multrple ﬁonts and alienated

UDF would grab power there. At the-national level,
through these five state polls, both BJPand the Con-

‘thet Khasi Society.in a:
lswe seém unable to7 escape
“from. We create narratives
| that sound good suchias™
“Khasi society; ‘has a° :

: beggars ? Well, the reahty

Kamataka and Telangana :

o Let_ters,to the Editor

Why MATI

" .with-the newly -launched’

-“can give financial support to
- ‘candidates who have cleared

| UPSC coaching

admlssmns their ‘Prelims.and .Mains.
~This.can help aspirants en-
Edltor, " gage’at every stage of the

exam. [ fruly appreciaté the-

.'For many mtriens of In-_- )
Government .of Meghalaya‘

dia, clearing the prestrglous ’

I that we havé several beggars

- ernment of Meghalaya along "~

~ CM-INSPIRE scheme which

- UPSC-CSE "examination
is a daring challenge that®:
requlres meticulous plan-

and time management. It's-

 aspirants from Meghalayaas . *

-well,.but for many of us the:
~common folks; it feels like
" tryingto ‘reach the stars

almost impossible especrally’
given the current financial
and educational situation in '
Meghalaya. The state is poor
and its education system is in

. poor shape. For 13 years now:

- for such initiatives.

‘As'we ‘look’ forward to

~ ning, immense discipline “: prelrms Examination cycle

-on’May 24,'2026 it is im-
a dream for many young +portant to. point’ out that the

~ people, and there-are many - coaching program conducted

< by MATI at Mawdrangdlang,
as faced an -unfortunate:

delay in implementing these

‘coaching. programs for the"
‘Academic. year 2025-26. -

Thé classes started on 27

.October 2025, which is a-
" huge delay as the examina:

tions are slated for May

.24-2026-and aspirants,get -

.a single native IAS officer
- from Khasi; Jaintia and Garo

the State could not produce . S
huge and extensive syllabus:

Communities. But somehow
in the darkness, there's a
beacon of light, a hope for
many-young aspijrants from-
our dear Meghalaya - the
MATI-AIPETC Civil service **
examination coachlng pro---
gramme. It gives coaching,
guidance and educational .
support along with accom-

“CSAT, Optionals, Science
* almost impossible to attend
in such a short time period.
‘Besides,-one cannot rush °

cal subjects like Economics

*barely /7:months to cover a--

ranging from Politics; His- -
“tory, Geography, Languages, -

and Technology etc. which s -

and Politics. One must have-
conceptual clarity and depth .

modation which can help

selected aspirants in study- -

ing in a proper educational
environment along with
access to libraries, comput-
ers and books in the center

_itself. This is indeed a'very .

- of the subject and attemptlng
to pressurise : aspirants in a g
7-:month window. to-cover

all basics is not only a peda- -

“gogical challenge but also -
a disservice for. our States ‘
‘brightest mind. - ,
The costof startrng late s

Was Khasi Society Democratic? Then Why
“is Khasi Natronal Dorbar Hall Unused?

Some of.us love the past -

so much that we spend much
of our waking hours romanti-
cising that past. We love our
‘traditional’ dances although-
I wonder if women at one
point in history knew style ‘
as it is displayed today. Did_
the Khasis have.a concept of

_gold ornaments much before

the British,came here? Who-
decided that the red cor- .
als. interspersed with ‘gold
were. to become our Khasi

-trademark? I have tried’ tlme

and again to find out howwe

‘developed the art of the tying

the jainsem and how did we
accept the jainsem dhara wo- -

~ven in Sualkuchi, Assam as"
_our traditional wear? I guess -

these came about through the -

process *0f adaptation. And |

that’s the beauty of culture, It

“adapts and makes something

its own. .So let’s not fool

‘ourselves that everything we -

wear today evolved from the:

“indigenous. Certainly, shirts -
-and pants are adapted from

the western- world. ‘Khasi’’

:menwore the Jalnboh (dhoti) ..
-which I- belreve is.adapted -

from the plalns people af -

"Assam: and erstwhile East”.

‘| Bengal. The past is always
‘presented in a romantic, car-..:
vtographlcworldwew
‘Fast forward to today and":
‘we -are still "obsessed with:

the past but seem to haveno’
' appetlte to discuss-the ‘future, :
-of:the ‘people.of. Meghalaya-

Byl Patrtcm

M, ukhtm

today and they come 1n drf-
ferent forms. ~- - :

- Two: days ago 1 walked
‘the streets: of Police Bazar
and was shocked to.see.a..

‘ent among us thrnk beyond

. ourselves and engage in -

phllanthropy we will-see:*
Meghalaya fail on all fronts
+ because without. educatlon

in- 1923 to discover the best
* way possible to-ensure uni-
"ty ‘and: cooperation- among“
‘the Khasi States to chalk”
. out' their future under the’
new, constitutional set-up
post—Independence The first
| meeting carried on for three

young: lady ‘who' was:blind"we. will” have ‘a ,generatron .days and the attendees ‘were

and had-a whlte cane’next. .
to her, sitting and ‘singing

- that is’ mcapable of facing a”
technologrcally run world.:

. told to bring their own food.".
~This 50 that no one would

by the roadside to entertdin* - Sadly, our state is extremely - be burdened with haying td

_strangets so that.they: put
money into her little bucket.
" Until a few months ago only "
+'two men would:sit and beg
for alms. Now. a. lady ‘has’
Joined them. So, what hap-
- pened to our clan and kinship
ties? We used to believe that’
" the.clan would be there for
‘its members and that none
‘among the clan- members
would be 50 poor as to have
to beg: Well, that bubble has
burst. The clan is broken. The'
poorer clan. members, have ‘
‘to; fend: for*themselves and
‘their numbers_dre growmg
Heneg for: good measure,
I would request the Chief-

‘Minister to kindly walk down = -

"the Pollce Bazar- Lane 'so
:that he can also see for hrm-‘ )
self the growing poverty in -

' “Meghalaya which he would *

e can then include these -
‘poor souls in the Meghalaya

especrally the-young folks

.who:are‘groping in'the dark..
Life is'not getting better
“for oo many peoplé in this *
State; We know it when we"
use our social lenses to view

the world Unfortunately,

100 many people obsess

.only about politics. They see
everything through pohtlcal

-lenses and that too ﬁ'qm par-
tisan lenses. -

~Tam not suggestmg that it
is wrong to focus on the past -

, because; memory, hlstory, }

and reflection are: essential "

“for. identity and learnlng

‘But when the past becomes:
sornethmg we chng 10" just .
o' assert “our 1dentrty then
we are on‘the wrong track,”

. That’s when the past starfs
“fo distort our judgment; our -

-relationships within the com-
munity, and those outside it :
and ultimately even our pub-
lic. discourses take a Wrong -

‘turn. Constantly revrsltlng
‘thevpast:and focussing on’

past glories is: what has

that,
‘strong clan and’ commumty
‘system hénce we never had

huge’ and our asplrants wrll

Grassroots Musrc Project
(MGMP) since they are also
singing fora livelihood. And "
because they. are bhnd that:

" .makes them more deservrng
" of the monthly stipend.

: ;The questlon to the Khasr

: 5001ety is = how long are we -

" going to be trapped-ina ro-
-manticised past? Psychology

tells us that constantly Tevis--

. 1t1ng past glorres can trap us®.

“in:a fixed narratlve Hence,:’

we stop respondrng to whatis

" actually happening now This :

is our congenital disordet. as
‘a society. Our conversations -
revolve around the same .
issues’like a broken record -
“and we stop short of taking -

the ‘conversation: further to:-
find solutions to' the 1ssues
»'iconfrontrng 5.'Do we'need

~ someone “from Delki to. tell

< sweris in'the negative.

- poor in phrlanthropy "Look:
" at-the: Humber:of million
- aires’ who have made ther :

,wealth from the coal’ mlnes

Has anyone of them: set up
a.school where education '
is ‘truly free right from the
niform to: books 1o school

ufees" Nota srngle one thus -
. far! Has any coal mine owner
- started a health care facﬂrty

“to serve those living close
the ‘mines? Here too th

~we still'callourselves a ¢l
“knit “community?” Sorry
are: already loose-knit and
tearing apart So. Iet s: drop
“the pretence.; ,
‘What we:are domg to--
day is to keep replaying.
-events -without any resolu-

“tion. Growth requires some

~degree of movement foi-

‘reflection. Many writers look -~
back at history and point to
~a glorious’ past: But there”
“are subtle distortions in the -
‘narratives. The past: is rarely
- remembered as it truly was..
Memory.is selectlve and..
often reshaped by present

© ‘circumstances. Much of ‘the

“past that we harp on are sim- .
plrstrc notions.and some are:

-in the realm-of mythology. .

‘Such srmplrstlc notions of
the past_can and does make *
- the present seem’ “WOrse or
more unjust than it actually is’
“while past tradrtlons appear -

~purer,: more humane than :

they really. were."
~Thepoint of thrs artrcle is”
to dwell at least on one aspect

«-of the past which the Khasis® -
~are proud of and to sée if we'

can rev1ve that It s about

issue: for days together untjl

WE. MVC ata consensus The ;

+ “provide food, The KND was~

* the first ever attempt to unite’

““all the Khasi states under one:

. organisation to'discuss and-
document. importat Socio--

: -cultural and- polrtlcal issues :

relevant at the time such as’
land rights, residency rlghts
- and right to ‘ancestral prop—
erty, amongst other issues.
-The question is—~why is’
the Khasi:National Dorbar

- Hall not being used today to -
- discuss the plethora of issues’

plaguing' the society?. Since

- the state was created in 1972,
- ‘Meghalaya has,not spent'

trme to chart outan economic
“vision: usrng its natural ‘re-

“. . sources, not'exploiting them:

the way we have done in the:
past 54 years. As a résult, we
‘incurred a heavy opportunlty

oost. All our: énetgies are

; spent regurgltatrng ‘on ‘the’
not.s¢¢ from'thé confines: ward; not: just backward- past but we have no appetite

< -of the Secretariat. Perhaps

~for solv1ng the current prob-:
lems and: imagining a-better

~future. This has happened -

“becaiise we have not learnt to’
balance tradition with change

_ nor to navigate ‘identity; de-’

‘velopment, and modernlty :

Whenever we. arrive at a |-
- difficult Juncture instead of |

looking “for solutrons we'
.- Took for’scape-goats..In the-
“case of Meghalaya ‘the most
“convenient scapegoat is.the
‘non-tribal who we believe is
const,antly lookrng at usurp-
- ing what is “ours; when the -
= devil is’ lurkmg somewhere*
lse it
-So, whatMeghalayaneeds’,
today is a public platform: |
* that discusses and analyses
problems finds solutions and
~looks for a way forward. It is

" more meanmgﬁrl to approach

the Government with a list.of.
- possible: solutions  to- vexed :
*_problems than to berate it
_all the time: After all; the

“'us that our ediication system “British were 1mpat1ent when - - Government is what we have

’rrght from'the primary level

in the distant rural hamlets
: have farled ‘and there are

" more kids outside the school

than inside? Have we tried to

‘engage serrously with this -
‘vissue or'do-we just wash our,

‘face challenges like i rncom- :

plete foundational: courses, ",
.sacrificing Mains preparation.: -

a short time.

o Therefore,Iurge the Gov-,
_-ernment of Meghalaya and
»the -upcoming UPSC CSE-

-(UPSC is a 3 stage examina- .
-~ tion, and hence each stage -
* requires equal attention), and -
"'mental fatigué from studyrng
- .such an extensive syllabus in

“hands’ off because we: have
‘l..‘learnt tobelieve that every -
"-issue must-be dealt with by
o " tory' form, of governance. -

the Government B !
True the Government has -

-.the resources but such re-:
~’'sources are too thinly spread "~
-t0°be ‘able to make a differ-
“ence. Unless: society - w1th

a-growing' number of afflu-

v by the: Khasr Authors So-
ciety (KAS) on: the status.
~of the Pnar language calls -
for careful and hrstorrcally
grounded reflection. -~ .-
< 'AsThave argued in “Pnar-
= A-Language in Danger”
in The Shillong Times, the
.evolution of whatis: now-
recognised" as Standard:

‘Khasi was not an authentic’
“ representation of all related

the Director of MATI to re- o

- consider the admission time-

~ line; and synchronise-it with-

the official UPSC caléndar: -
vIt is better to start the coach-+..

ing as early as possrble-——by
the month of June or latest

, by July-or August but not

as late as the: previous year
(October); because starting

~ early will help our aspirants

to cover a huge- syllabus.
whrch can help in thé mak-
ing of the new batch of IAS
officers from Meghalaya '
to. contribute to the Indlan
bureaucracy, and I'm- sure. 1t
‘will be amotivation to many

-amornig the younger genera-
. tions to study so that Megha-

laya will rise ‘again into its

" former glory and become the |
<~ Education’Capital of India

. t'th
through especially.in techni- - not just, the Rock(Musw)

Caprtal of India. "
' ~Yours etc:,
Name w1thheld on request;
Vra emarl

Rethrnklng the
Status of, Pnar

Edltor S
~The recent clarlﬁcatlon

speech forms, but the result
of a selective historical pro- .
-cess: TheSohra dialect - was
adopted by missionaries as
a working standard to aid .
codification and the transla-
tion. of religious literature,,’
_-including the Bible. While:

- this contributed significantly
~to the-growth of Khasi as

a-wriiten language, it does
not Justlfy placing other
linguistic traditions such as-
-Pnar w1th1n a subordlnate
framework - ,
Hrstorlcally, rnultlple
speech forms ekisted across
. 'the region; none of which :
“had been reduced to writing -

- prior to ‘missionary inter-

vention.: Standard ‘Khasi
_therefore represents one
traJectory among many ‘but
,not the origin of all. -

It is necessary: to rev1srt

) the assumption that Pnar is
~merely-a dialect of Khasi:’

* While early scholars such as |

. Grierson classified it as such; -

later research suggests oth-"
_erwise. Linguists like Anne -

“the:Syiem “and his dorbar:’.
“took several days to-decide.”
~on an issue (Tirot Sing and -
the discussion about whether |

to allow ‘construction of 4.

“road through Nongkhlaw to
Sy]het) However, the Brit-
vish noted this and that show '«
- we have come to know that
.the Khasis’ had a partrcrpa—

‘Tt'was precrsely to. unite all
* the Syrems and their myntr1
“"basan etc.; that the purpose: -

: of the Kha51 Natronal Dotbar:

“(KND) Hall was env1s1oned
The KND itself was: formed "

.is low. mutual 1nte111g1brlrty
. between Pnar and Standard"
“Khasi*which remain one
‘of the strongest indicators”
‘that they functron as drstrnct
languages ‘
.“Lexico- statrstrcal stud- :

. ies further show that. Pnar; .

~'War, Standard Khasi, and
“Lyngngam belong to the
-Austro-Asiatic’ family. Yet

- requrres renewed support

“elected, so, we have to make’
‘it ' work. Those in charge of

the KND: Hall please .open |

‘its doors ‘and let’s -get back
“to drscussmg the most press-
-ing issues and work towards.

solutions. Our propensity 1o,
politicise everything and gain

* brownie points by.putting the:
“Government:on the docks

has not worked in the last 54

- years and is unhkely to work

 for the future too. Thetime to

change_rs NQW Let’s focus:
~on the present and futare and
“only learn 1mportant lessons_
from the pa; :

;@ Wwritten script reﬂect this
-commitment, though much
work remiaing unfinishedand -

It is also’ important to.
recall that Articles 29 and.
“350A of ‘the Constitution
., guarantee lmgurstlc minori-.
_tiesrthe right to consérve
their. language and réceive

- primary ‘education.in their
~ mother tongue.. .The limited
. presence of Pnar in formal
Ianguages likely” developed - education hrghlrghts the gap :

_in’ different ‘geographical . ‘between intent and lmple-
spaces before converging m entation:

in present-day Meghalaya; -+
retaining drstmct lrngurstlc
“identities. : ~ :
The. issue. is not” merely
academrc It carries serious,
cultural and policy implica-" -
_ tions.- While Khasi has ben-
“efitted from standardrsatlon

and institutional support,. language b:lrtbthrs m;lSt be -
_ Pnar remains vulnerable. It _accompanied by equal com-

" lacks- full standardisation, mrément tot the pfre;servatlon
‘is not widely used in educa-" 2n¢ promotion o aintia

“shared “ancestry -does. not: .
imply uniformity. These

-~ The. recognrtlon of
: ’s1 as an official language
-i$:a milestone. However,

progress must ensure ‘that
“rsuch-recognition does not"
" gvershadow other idéntities. .
~<Khasi may-serve as-a:link

‘Heirloom' Seeds and Geogranhrc Identltv

-Defending the North East’s
Herrtage against Global Blo-plracy

By Dr Ranjan Kumar Bhagobaty o

- In the twenty-first century, .

rb10p1racy 1ncreasrngly takes-the

form of appropriating geographic.”
identity. Here;: the" ‘commiercial:
value of a blologrcal fesource -
stems’ from-its association-with a -
specific place Tather than from for:
mal ownership of geneti¢ material
itself. A pertinent illustration of this -
trerid"is the international market- -

ing of seed varieties labelled as .

“Okra ‘Pabhoi’” or “Pabhoi = Okra-
sg20,” whichare currently listed on -
European organic. seed platforms .
such as Heirbloom.eu and Sativa;:
bio. On these platforms, the invo-:-
cation of a specific locality in the -
Northeast i.¢. Pabhoi (in Assam)is
‘used to establish authenticity and
‘justify premium pricing, The legal  *

| permissibility- of such marketing -
practices arises from' significant™ "

 divergences within European seed .
Tegulatory frameworks; Under Di--
rective 2009/145/EC, the European "
Union recognises “ConservatIon
Varieties” and “Amateur Varieties,”

1 allowing their. marketrng under

reduced regulatory thresholds to .

-promote agro-biodiversity, While -

these instruments récommend that
 conservation varieties be, marketed.
within their. “region of origin,” the -
absence of a precise and enforce-
able definition of origin perrmts
ambiguity when' such varieties
are-multiplied and stabilised by,
breeders outside their original geo-

- graphic range. Switzerland’s Seeds ;
and Planting Material Ordinance ,
(SR 916:151) extends even greater..

flexibility by.enabling 'foreIgnA :

heritage seeds to be maintained ;

trty approprlatwn necessnates
the effective implementation of a -
technology-enabled roadmap for -
-seed sovergignty, This transition :
centres on the rapid expansion of -
. Geographical Indication (GI) pro- -
“tection for landrdces such as cherry
. tomato (Ko Bilahi) and perenmal
okra seléctions of the ‘region; with
'the_objecive of conferactirtg the
use of “Amateur Variety” exemp-
- tions and niche seed classificatiops
in foreign markets. Complementing. -
these legal measures, the adoptron =
of blotkchainand QR:based trace-
ability mechanisms may be a viable -
means of providing seeds with an -
- immiutable digital record of ongrn
ensuring that-provenance remains
“verifiable.across value charns and
export destinations. - : Ll
- The. estabhshment of robust = \
data governance frameworks will -
“be critical to ensure that Digi- .
tal Sequence Information: (DSI)
.detiyed from indigenous. ger-

o mplasm is"clearly linked to'its. -

sourcé and triggers mandatory
. benéfit-sharing- obligations; Go--
. ing-forward, the formulationof a.
Seed Ethics Protocol governing -
. the exchange of hejrloom seeds— “" -
‘mandating provenatice disclosure; - .‘
“transpatency in: breeding’claims, -
~and equitable co-brandmg——oﬁ'ers
*‘a pathway: to transform, ancestral ;.
“seed hentage into a legally fortified;

: ~ community-led- asset aligned wrth g

- contemporary intellectual prop-
erty and b1od1ver51ty governance
regimes: -l e
Further. Readmgs ) References- B

1. Behl, P., Osbahr; H: Angra,

‘and, commercialised- following - D & Cardey, S (2025) .The «:

- conservation breed1ng conducted

within Swiss terntory S o
s Foreign entities may leg1t1mate- -
ly-clairfi the status of maintainers
‘of Indian heirloom varieties solely
Jbased on replication and selection -
activities performed abroad, whilé
remaining formally compliant with-
their domestic seed retail laws.
Such practices frequently sidestep
the-Access and’ Benefit-Sharing’
{ABS) obligations envisaged under * -

|'the. Nagoya Protocol, particularly .-
| whete no direct contractual or le~;

‘gl link: to-the ‘Source commimity
exists. Northeastern. indigenous
selections. are commercially-at-
-tractive to' fore1gn firms precisely-

becausg centuries-of adaptive -

“evolution and farmer. stewardshrp
‘have already ¢stablishéd stable;

- high-performing genetic traits. The

“Grishmo” heirloom okra vanety
“marketed. domestically embodies ©
‘the plant’s functional value within

its home territory, where atiributes’ -

stich a8 high Vield, large pod size,
. and resilience to monsoonal humrd-
:ity-and. heat have beén developed:
through long-term farmer selection.

o agroecology transitions: A. cas¢ .

1mportance of traditional seeds in.:

study’ from-Himachal - Pradesh in’ s
“India. Agroecology and Sustamable ’l, ; :
Food Systems, 0(0).
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Orgamzatlon (WIPO), Tritellectual .
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- ies under Directive 2009/145/EC;.
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Umon Luxembourg; 2025.

-4 Heirbloom.eu, Product l1st-
mgs forokraconservatronvanetles, 2
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2026 accessed March 2026 <
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I contrast, the ‘Pabhoi/sg20” vari~; (2009) 44-54, as interpreted i in,

ety represents the plant’s narrative -
value within-European markets,”

where it is posmoned ds‘anexotic. -

and “authentic” Indian heirloom,
While the indigenous selection like .
‘Grishma’is valued for retairiing its .
'Vel\iety texture ever at longer pod -
‘lengths, European market1ng ofthe
heirloom okra variety emphasises -

on early harvesting to avoid fibrous~ -

string development which occurs

more rapidly under non- natrve* <

temperate conditions: "

When a' foreign’ ﬁrm under-
takes “conservation breeding” of -
an 1nd1genous selection: from the:
Northeast;.it effectively builds"
‘upon the cumulat1ve outcomes of - ;

local community seed conservation

“while adding a final phase of selec- -
tion that pernnts legal recognition,. -

-as the-variety’s maintainer. Con- .-

sequently, European firms: market
$uch seeds as “authentic” based -
on_their 1nd1genous origin, while :
utilising niche variety regulations

“to avoid- triggering’ structured. -
‘monetary- benefit-sharing with- -

the communities responsible for -
the original development of the: -
germplasm. The notable price dif-
ferential between indigenous and:, .

|- European-marketed seeds. cannot
KI’ be attributed ‘solely to-shipping

overheads; it is heav11y influenced

by branding practices, including - -

the use of local names:to signal
geographic origin arid agrarian
tradition, In India; héirloom seed "

packets are commonly sized for

small-scale cultivators, with a retail -
price of approximately Rs 99 for a
standard 10g packet.- By contrast,

“European platforms cater to “ama-~

teur” gardeners, offering similar

" subsequent brodrversrty gurdance s
“documents. . )
-1 Federal Councrl of Swrtzer-q B
land Seeds and Plariting Material
“Ordinance (SR 916 151), Bern
amended 20255 ;

8. Secretariat of the Conven-
-tion on Biological Diversity, Na--
- goya Protocol implementation and
~corirpliance: Global review; CBD
.+Secretariat, Montreal, 2025... RS
= 9.: National Blod1vers1ty Au- 5
- thority (NBA), Biological Diver=: ">
sity (Amendment) Regulations, - ..
.2025: Access and benefit-sharing .
- guidelines, Government of* Indra,
- Chennai, 2025.- " 7. o

10. Natlonal Buréau of Plant
' Genetic- Resources (NBPGR); s
Agrobrod1vers1tyof north-eastern 7
- India, ICAR- NBPGR, New Delhi, - -

2018.

11, World Intellectual Property
- Organization' (WIPO), Intellectual -

- property and genetic resources: Pol- s
1cy brief, WIPO, Géneva; 2026

*12. Pabhoi Greens, Okra seed

*tion, and-faces the risk of
.marginalisation; UNESCO’s *
“framework..on endangered
languages makes - clear that
- such conditions heighten the
rrsk to linguistic survival. -,
In this context, language -

polrcy must not contrrbute .

to-erosion. The KAS must -
‘avoid equating .the-Jaintias .
with the Bhoi, Maram, or

Lyngngam, as éach has.its -

" own historical.and distinct.

As linguist Raven I. Mc-
Davrd Ir, observed true
~inclusion begiris when domi-
nant frameworks recognise
Call’ hngulstlc forms as legiti-
~‘mate expressions shaped by
history and society. -

"~ .The. future ‘of Megha-
laya’s hngurstlc landscape
‘depends on embracing this
plurahty- not reduging it.
4. Yours etc.,
Dr Omarhn Kyndlah

“cultural lineage."
“The-Jaintia communlty

~Articles and letters dp- |

Via email |.-

variety. in. substantially smaller
packets of around 1.5g. This reduc-
tion in quantity s1gn1ﬁcantly el

“evates the per-seed cost, effectively

obscuring the extent of the markup. -
On a pet-seed: basis, European -
consumers may-pay several-fold-
more for varieties marketed under
geographically. evocative names, -

while no public’ documentation
“indicafes: that the additional value.
generated is transmitted to the local

farming communities from which
the selections orjginate. -~
While the case of Assam’s -
Pabhoi. Okrd i a stark- warning;

11st1ngs and pricing 1nformat10n

. https://wwwi. pabho1greens com/

- accessed March 2026.:

+:13. Amazon India, Okra (bh1n-
. di) seed listirigs with packet sizes 2.

and-prices,: https; //www'ar’na’zon

 in/, accessed March 2026.°

.14, Sativa’ Rheinau AG Pab-
" hoi-Okra 5820 product descrrptron

"and pricing, https://www.sativa..

. biofen/pabhoi-okra-sg20, accessed
‘March 2026, ..
+":15. Heirbloom Garden&Home
- Okra-“Pabhoi” product listing and -
Tetail price, hitps:/heirbloom.ew/-
" en/products/okra- pabhor accessed
March 2026.- sl

16: World. Intellectual Prop-.

“erty Orgapization (WIPO), Intel- -

"~ lectual property, genetic resources
- and traditional knowledge: Pohcy

and implementation perspectives, -

~'WIPQ, Geneva, 2026.

~°217: Food and Agr1culture Or;’ :

- ganization of the United Nations -

(FAO), Blockchain apphcatrons L

- in -agricultore and food systems::
* Traceability and transparency, FAQ, -
~-Rome, 2025

- .18, Convention on Brolog1cal
 Diversity (CBD), Drgrtal sequence -

.- information on genetic resources:

" Policy options and beneﬁt-shanng
..mechanisms, CBD Secretanat
Montreal 2025.+ P
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iDaladler and Hiram Ring = has Tong worked to:pre="
“have demonstrated clear dif- -

" ferences in phonetics, gram-

’fmatlcal morphology, and

typology Importantly, there

serve its linguistic heritage.”.
- The formation of Ka Sein T
“Ktien Wei Thoh Jaintia in
1975 and efforts to develop

pearlng on;this page are
the- vrews of the writers/
‘authors and not that of
.The Shillong Times -~ =

| it reflects a growing' threat'to: :
‘the entire heirloom seed bank’

of the Northeast Region: The
defence of NER’s heirloom seed

' ;hentage agamst geograph1c iden- -

:19.OECD, Rcsponsrble innova-

tron in"agri-food systems: Ethrcs, v
‘data governance and sustainability,. g
OECD Publishing, Paris, 2026, .~ -
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- “Your intellect may be confused, bu‘t your
emonons will never lze to you.”

e Roger Ebert |

- The Shlllong Tlmes
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Drought of UPSC Qualifiers
MEGHALAYA’S 1nab1hty to produce a single IAS/
~ IPS Officer from among the tribal candidates after

. 2013 has been a matter of consternation leadmg to

discussions in the print and electronic media. Reasons
- for the abysmal performance of those who do sit for
the exams- has tp be carefully analysed. There is no

- doubt at all that critical thmkmg which is an important |

criterion for getting through the Union Public Service
Commlsswn (UPSC) examination is sorely missing in
our schools colleges and universities. The classroom
teaches one-dimensional thinking because of the high |
pupil to teacher ratjo. Individual attention to students
who show a- spark and'if mentored 1nd1v1dually can
- reach for the stars; is not possible in a class of 40-45
students. The UPSC exams are said to be the toughest
examination in the world. Hence if aspirants from Me-
ghalaya are to clear this &xamination they would have '
" to be above average students who canhold a conversai
- tion and interest the interviewer. This can only happen

if communication and public speaking skills are taught

" at school which hardly happens because most teachers

- themselves suffer from poor communication skills.

- The fact that TAS/IPS. officers from the Assam-
Meghalaya cadre can hardly spare their time to mentor
the young aspirants who attend. their coaching at thé
MeghalayaAdmrmstratrve Training Institute (MATD) is:
.also a vacuum ‘that needs to be filled. Education today
isnot what it was some two decades ago when the best

brains entered the tedching profession and private in- |-

i stitutions in Shrllong appointed qualified teachers who
dlsplayed exceptional’ teachmg skills"and ‘were from
- other states. These schools do not have a reservation.
policy, hence only the bestare appomted Government
schools, colleges and universities are perhaps the least

; on the- basis of the State Reservation Pol1cy whrch_

_ means lowering the expected standards SR
— Trlbal students moreoyer don’t. have the study cul-, e
- ture prevallmg inthe rest of the country where asplrants:

- riod. They read a range of books and are. well informed
~about the current affairsin the state the ¢ country and th
- world: These asplrants meet up: for group drscussronsl
- and learn from orie another. "This'is because there is an
o eco-system for leammg beyond the classroom and a’

qualrﬁed to produce ‘someone with a sharp mind to |

« crack the civil services becaiise teachers are appomted

study for 12-14 hours darly during the preparatron pe-

“families ‘and érase’ futures:
‘ Meanwhile; Eldrktnstar Soh-

- Enrich Themselves by Destroylng Youth

By Phibanrihok Sohtun

In Shlllong, the crisis is no

longer hiddenin alleywaysor =
whispered behind closed -

doors. Drugs have become a
silent predator, eating away
at the dreams, ambitions; and .
futures of the city’s youth.

. Every overdosg, every ruined :

relatlonshrp, every life lostto .

“addiction.is a story of inno--

cence betrayed. Yet, the real
villains walk freely, flaunting .
wealth and luxury, laughing
while the city mourns, They -

are the suppliers and dealers -

who profit from despair, and
they have made ‘'a mockery :
of “justice.

““Consider Joenathan Shul-

lai and Theophany:Lyn-

dem from. Mawprem. These
names are synonymous with -
destruction, having flooded -

‘neighborhoods: with heroin . |

and other narcotics, leaving
families shattered and com-
munities.terrified. But:while’

countless young lives.lig.in -

ruins, Shuilai and-Lyndem:

live. -a life: most could only -

dream: of—driving Lambo-

{ rghinis and Mercedes, resid-

ing in sprawling homes; and -

counting their ill-gotten for-

tunes with audacious. pride.

Every luxury they flaunt. .
‘is purchased with broken

dreams and- grief that will:
never heal. .. -

- They are far. from be-
mg alone. Albertto Raplang ©

and- his wife Sakani Toi,"
also based it Mawprem, are .

another couple who have *
turned human sufferingiinto
persona} profit, trafficking

tun: of‘Mawpat; a “foriy

| employee of the Dhar

. curiosity to learn through discussions. In: Meghalaya, | Wh hil

beyond Shillong the quallty of educatlon ifi.schools/ |
colleges leaves- much to-be desrred When studénts
from such institutions enter-the national competltron‘

they are ill-prepared for the kind of rigour that the.
_ éxamination demands of them The UPSC is brutally
competrtrve ‘and requrres a strong grounding in his-
tory, pohty, economics, writing skills, and analytical
© reasoning from the early schoolmg perrod Intelhgence'
_alone is “hot enough but a systematic. study routine is
rmperat1ve In Meghalaya the UPSC exams leading to

_ a career inthe civil servicesis hardly d1scussed at the

mlddle and high school level when that is the time to

prepare students for tlus important competition. It s
hlgh time. for Meghalaya to have some state of the art-

‘ coachmg centres besides the .Government run one $0

Unwarranted

- Criticism of
. STEM Buses

7 Editor,

~Apropos. of the" letter :
penned bya parent (April 29,
2026) crying foul about the

' deteriorating quality of ser- -

vices offered by STEMS, 1,

asa regular beneficiary of the:

. bus’service for my daughter:

. studying in KV EAC, Upper -
* Shillong, would like to offer...
- my perspective on the allega— '

Tl tlons levelled.

" the WhatsApp group, depen--
dency on the App is reduced, -

r

Since day one of using
the ‘services, I -have had

a feeling of security and
' peace about my daughter’s’
travel to ‘and from school .

under:the guidance of an
“able and responsible driver

and caretaker. Regarding the .
parent’s complaints about

redundancy of the App, 1

believe that in the face of

direct communication over

and this only makes things

* easier for those parents who

are not tech savvy.

+ Parents have been given .
- the choice to make direct.

payments through scanners,
and in this digital age, such

. amove shouldbewelcomed T
. 'vilify STEMS seems like a .

not criticised. .
The letter wrlter s con-

cerns about security due to
sharing of live location on -

the WhatsApp group seem

overstated. Personally, Tam-
quite relieved over the fact'-
that I know my daughter’s .

location on a real-time basis

* and can make alternative

arrangements in case of any.

“issue that may arise out of .
the unpredrctable traﬂic situ- .

. ation in Shrllong

k _that there i is a h1gh degree of professronahsm mstrlled

- With regards to prck—up
“and drop-off points, T trust
‘that the STEMS team is"
*‘better positioned to assess
-~ logistical challenges such as -
“road congestion and ‘space. .

< constraints. Their decisions:
Jin this regard seem both, <
+, practical and necessary. L
On the allegations of driv-.,
“‘ers and caretakers smoking .
and drinking, 1 think that
_is absolutely' slanderous:
" The drivers.and caretakers

are nice, well-behaved; and

~-responsible people trying.
to: earn a decent living. No. -
one has the right to-come up’

with ‘such accusations, un-
‘less supported by evidence.

- Personally, the drivers and .
caretakers assigned to the:
_buses in my. locality. are

very well-behaved, and T and

-other parents have found no
;issues with themsince the -

- inception of the services::

* Finally, I would also hkev :

. to state that STEMS- cus- -

‘tomer service has been abso-
lutely wonderful. We started
with one bus in our locality;

we have moved up. to two, -
and I have personally put in
a request for a third bus in ;

-our locality due to the over-

‘whelming positive response-

from parents/students

-desperate attempt to throw a

~wrench in the works, w1thout '

rhyme or reason. - -
THully stand by the STEMS

_services and, through this .
newspaper, would like to g
“in the state begin before

‘offer my decp gratitude to
the entire STEMS team for

the wonderful service they .

are prov1d1ng
“Yours eté,,”

Name w;thheld on request’

_Via email

The parent’s attempt to -

: exemphfy the calculated

audacity of thes¢ dea

not: only dotthey, '
lives throiigh narcotics, but
they also shield their profits
behind real estate and othe
investments, makmg ac-

‘countability even more- dif- -

ficult and the moral rot more 7

‘entreriched.

“The audaclty of their op-\
erations is staggefing, and
it’s made all the more bitter

‘by the failures of those in
‘positions of power. Paul Lyn-~
‘gdoh, the then Social Welfare -

Minister, spoke repeatedly

about the. menace of drugs,
.warning: society*of its con--
I-sequences. Yet, in his Wn

; Addressmg

- the Youth

Drug Crisis in
Meghalaya

Editor; -

Through'the columns of. T

your esteemed daily, T wish~

~to draw urgent public and - '
<. governmental  attention to.
“:the escalating drug epidemic:-

~in Meghalaya—a crisis that .

* now threatens the very fabric:

of our state’s future. . .~ ¢

- As of"March-2026, offi~
cial-data paints a staggering -
. picture: ‘approximately 3 -

in" our: state are now. iden-

- tified as drug-users. This

,‘represents ‘nearly 10% of

our total population, a figure .

that should serye as a clarion

“.call for every citizen. The"
demographics “of this crisis .
-are particularly troubling: .

Over-91% of users are male,

many-of whom belong to the ;

economically margmahzed. _

unorganized sector.-With -
" high job insecurity and a lack

of social. safety nets, these
‘individuals are begoming
increasingly. vulnerable to. -
the cycle of addiction.

first-use. Recent studies from

late 2025 indicate that chil- -
drenas young as 10 years old-
are being.exposed to illicit .

- substances: -Furthermote,
‘over half of tobacco ‘users

age *17—drastically lower.
‘than the national average
of 23.6%. When addiction
“takes root in childhood, the

impact on education, public. - '
- health, and famrly stabrhty is -

~and’supposed guardians o

lakh (300,000) individuals -

Perhaps most heartbreak- B
Jing is the plummeting age of -

The ngh Prlce of Drugs: How Shlllong

Jocality of Mawprem “drug
~ dealers operate with shock-
ing brazenness. Reports e
veal that they regularly use

-or overshadowed by greedt
‘and negative influences, the

a free space right beside his

- residence to pack heroin into .

_tiny. packaging,’ ready for

distribution. This is not.just .

neghgence—lt is the ultimate "

‘irony: ammrster tasked with .
protectmg 5001ety, powerless

his nose. It is a vivid portrait’
of acity where rheforic re<

places action, and speeches” "

fail to protect the very people
they are meant to0 serve, . /'

Albertto Raplang and"

consequences can be cata-

“strophic. Drug dealérs like
Raplang, Shullai, Lyndem,
and Sohitun are living proof"
" of what happens when indi<
‘vidual ambition, d1sregard“‘ '
for morality, and community -
- failure intersect—a life.with~-
- 'out ethical grounding can de-
to prevent the crime under" o

stroy not only the individual

Y but everyone around them.

" The consequences of drug
prohferatron in Shillong ex~

~tend«far beyond individual

Joenathan Shullai have long -

hrstor,res with law. enforce~
ment. Both have been ar-

résted multiple times overthe -

-years, yet continue to-attract-
~attention and remain active”

in the drug trade. They have

.become the black sheep .of’

their commumty——ﬁgures :

both feared and infamous—

buttheir repeated encounters’

- with the law raise disturbing

questions about the effective-

-ness of enforcement and the’

ease with which. criminals:.

proﬁt over human life.;”
- .Even more alarming is th

- question of 1¢gal complicity. -

“How._is it-that lawyers-
sworn officers of the la

1pulate loopholes and s

.cure: ba1l or'telease for. such :

return to society and continue
the very trade. that has d

protect the 1nnocent ‘societ
loses not only:its youth b

"-only about law-enfor¢
but also, about the mtegrl

to uphold it . Lo
" This, ongoing. tragedy
hrghhghts a broader moral -

‘and values in shaping char-
acter. In communities across

" home. Families:instill no
~ justknowledge, but the prin:
‘ciples that guide choices, th

‘and.the moral compass that
“keeps. young people fr
succumbmg to" destruct
temptations. ‘When these les
‘sons are absent; incomplet

ssue: the importance of\
“family teachmgs ‘guidance,

_ Meghalaya, the foundation -
-.of ihtegrity, respect,.and. - -
responsibility begins at-”

Cits faith in ;justice itself. It
“is a stark reminder that the"
fight ‘against drugs is not-

mpathy that prevents harm, .

. launch of the Staté-wide g
oh _Drug. Use Survey in De- "

~and"Eldikinstar: Sohtun, -is
a reminder that profit has
- ‘become more powerful than -
f»'consc1ence “Every day. they,:,,[
walk the streets. freely is.a
day 1nnocence is lost .Every -
“luxury’ car every opulent:

: bearable.

-addiction. Schools;: néigh- -

“borhoods, ‘and -workplaces:
are all affected creating-
cycles. of poverty, crime, -

"+ and “despair.<Parents live in

fear, knowing that a-child’s

exposure to the wrong crowd
.could-Tesult in tragedy. The
dealers’ luxury_Lambo—,
- rghinis; Mércedes, sprawling -
‘homes—is a daily remijnder.
of the price paid by the in="" -
- nocent. Their wealth is not -
just money; it‘isa symbol -

of cruelty,’ audacity, and the

“Every life destroyed is

‘a moral indictment. Every
- parent’s grief'is a call'for ac-+~

countability.: And’ yet, these

harm they have 'nﬂ'cted

crumnals, allowmg them to

until it is almost too la
Each dealer from: Joen

- than Shullai and Theophany

Lyndem to Albertto Raplang

suffering. The 1rony'1s '

‘Meghalay annotafford

judicial’ interventjon, com-
munity vigilance; and sy
temic reform. “Young people
deserve protectron famili

- Addressing

cember 2025.is a conmmend-: > Cri .S

.- .able step toward scientific -

{ 1ntervent1on, data collectronj' .
" "alone-is not-a cure.”We re="
quirea multl-fronted assault'

- on this crisis:

programs that address the

+ psychological roots-of” peer‘ B

S

- pressure and stress.

" e Economic Reform; Re-
ducing unemployment and.

provrdrng vocational support
to those in the unorganized
sector is essential to remov-

ing the "despair factor”that

‘leads to substance ‘abuse. -.

o Aggressive Edncatlon L
Schools must move beyond
-"just say.no" and implement - *
. evidence-based awareness’

Congestlon 1n
Shlllong

Edrtor " ;
T am writing to express

, my grave-concern regarding

the increasingly debilitating

state of traffic congestion in
“Shillong: Once. celebrated

for. its”sérene:charm, our

city is' now: grappling: with "

a systemic gridlock that has

. resrdents

. e Robust Infrastructure: -

‘We must iove beyond tem-

porary. de-addiction and. in-

vestin long—term, accessible

mental' health services and
professronal rehablhtatron
centers.

e Strict Enforcement
‘Law: enforcement must dis-
mantle the supply chains
“that. make these’ substances

so’easily available:in both- -

- our urban hubs and ruralp

villages:
* The youth of Meghalaya

are not just’ statistics; they

are the architects of our to- -

morrow: We cannot afford to-:

lose a generation to the "easy
availability" of drugs and
the "lack of opportunity."

It is time. for a collective, -

society-wide stand to secure

a healthier, drug-free future
‘ for our state .

S VYoursetc
Lucymery S. Myrthong

Shrllong

‘The current paralysrs ap-
pears to stem. from three :
‘ prrmary structural failures: .
_ Inefficient Traffic Man- "

agemen_t There is a critical

.need to modernize. our ap--
- proach to vehicle flow. Reli-.

ance on manual coordination

often lacks.the precision-
: requlred for high-volume -
_junctions. Without synchro-
. nized signaling systems and-

“data-driven peak-hourman--.
~agement, severe bottlenecks -

have become inevitable.

. Infrastructure and Park- "
ing Deficits: The disparity -

between the rising number

‘of private vehicles and avail- -
able parking is stark. In the'
- absence of dedicated park-. . .-
*ing: hubs, arterial roads ar¢ - %
frequently repurposed as ‘-
makeshift lots. This effec-:
tively narrows our already.
“limited road width, particu-" :
Jarly in commerc1al districts, ",
» paralyzmg movement.
- Lax Enforcement of Reg- -

criminals move: with im-
' punity,. shielded" by weall

.. influence, and a“judicia
_system too slow, fragmented
~or-intimidated to act deci
- sively.“They-do not merely -
deserve”jail-—they deserve
‘to be made an’ example of;
:for the moral-and social -

01ty mournmg.
* its youth while those respon-i -
* sible flaunt

alth in
‘ plain sight. :

to. remain silent. The fight
against drugs must extend :
beyond speeches and press.
statements.. It requrres coor=’
dinated police ‘action, swift -

‘| pearing on this page are

: these-men and women who |,
" profit from despalr are held |
accountable, the cycle will |
_continue; and the price will"
“always be paid i in mnocence

and grief. - .
‘The "audacity of these

/dealers thé impunity ‘with’
“which they operate, and the
“luxury they flaunt is 3 chal--
~lenige to every citizen’s sense.
--of morality and justice. Itis a*
.. callto action for parents, edu~
" cators, law enforcement; and:.
- policymakers ‘alike.'Words
. alonerare no longer enough.
Justice must be swift, visible,
;and unyielding. Only then’
can the youth of Shillong’
" hope to- live without fear. of
*'being ensnared by drugs, and”
““only then can the families
~‘who havé lost children. to‘
'addrctron begin to heal,

. This is not just about drug

. enforcement——1t is about
defendmg the future. Those:’
who destroy lwes for profit:
should not merely face pun-

- .again. Joenathan Shullai,
~ Theophany Lyndem Al-
.,,.‘bertto Raplang and his w1fe, :
- and Eldikinstar .Sohtun are.
living proof of the moral rot'
that flourishes' when ‘greed :
-goes unchecked and’law
nforcement is weak. Their.
uxury is: ill-gotten, thexr'
Iy freedom is undeserved and -

their audamty is.a dally in-

Psultto: every mnocent life

lost. The'message to society

must be clear: those who
. profit from destructlon will
“be brought to Justrce, and the:
- price of innocence will not bef
g ‘menace’ is’not only .
outecriminal:-acts—it 4s.”
about soc1ety s-failure to act-

allowed to  go unpaid. .

or.justice. !
v Reference

i (The. author is ‘a school.

tringent; enforcement has-,
ostered a culture:of non--
compliance: Erratic: roadside
*_stoppages and unauthorized
. U-turhs further exacerbate
“‘the fraglhty of our transrt

network.
To mrtrgate thrs cnsrs, the

*“concerned authorities must
. transition fromi reactive’mea--

sures to'proactive urban plan-
-ning. I propose the followmg
. 1ntervent10ns

- Digital Integration: Imple-~
- mentatron of "Smart Traffic”.
“solutions, including- auto--
mated signals and real-time .
‘transitioned from a periodic . surveillance to optimize flow -
“inconivenignce to a chronic | and penalize violators.
- daily crisis,. ‘severely-im-- .
~pacting the productivity
and mental well- bemg of its'

‘Strategic Infrastructure:

- Immediate commissioning of

multi-level parking facilities

.at key entry points and com-_
:-mercial-hubs to reclaim road

space for active transit,

" . Alternatjve Transit Promo-

3tion: Strengthening the public
“transport network and igicen-

-tivizing car pooling: initiatives.
* to reduce the sheer volume of
‘single-occupancy. vehicles. -

-Shillong’s status as a pre-
mier destination and a livable
“eity is at risk. It is impera-

tive that the- Shillong Traffic,

Policeé and the Urban Affairs
-Department collaborate on

a comprehensive long-term.
roadmap to restore-order to-

our streets. We ¢annot afford

_to Iet our city’s progress be
" stalled by its own traffic’

" Yours etc.,

Malnglang

Art1cles and letters ap-

the views of the writers/

‘The Shillong Times

.don't come.” The Sstatement :

https: //hrghlandpost com/ :
i drug—dealers—arrested—
: .ammo-recovered/ ~
https: //hubnetwork 1n/ :
& ﬁve-arrested-m—shﬂlong—for—
ossessmg-herom—mcludmgw i

s_

‘that tourism.is development

Ebenezer Banmanbha .

Shillong’

authors and not that of|

Instagrammable"
. By Maitphang Syiem =

’ “People come here for:

\crystal-clear water; when .

it is polluted; they srmply

made by a well-known: en-
trepreneur is quite intriguing,
and undeniably has a very ..
profound message for all of -
us. Looking deeper into it

with ‘analytical lenses: and~‘

breaking into drfferent com- -
ponents;there; is SOmethmg
which we all needto pay col-
1ect1ye Aaftention to- because -

in it lies what we are really. -

proud of and which is-also :
factually describable. Yes,
dear readers, it’s our s¢enic:
beauty which is still holdmg,

| driving, sustammg and en-;

gaging us in different -ways.
At this moment take your

_time and think of it. Having

said that, there is an impend-’-
ing matter which should be.
hypothetlcally asked. What -
if s not Instagrammable "
anymore" What kind* of:-

‘ishment; they should be | Seenario could prop up?/This

> failure of law enforcement to . *SmP ped of the ablhty o harm

{protect citizens:
-““can slip-back into their de-.-:
structive routines. Arrests,
it seems, are temporary’ 1n-}
: conveniences for individuals
whose pnorltres arepersonal .-

is something which requires; .
us'to-have a wide, spectrum
of understandinig, - a

If one;:could recollec EF

there isa photograph that has
been shared over-a million
times plcturlsmg a ' wood-~ -
en-boat floating in mid-air.’
above a riverbed of smooth

‘ stones with no watervisible
just sky silence, and a' klnd

of magic that seems too clean .

- to be real, the photograph of . .,
‘Dawki, Shnongpdeng, Umn- .

gotnverandcommentlng on -
that photograph ' more than
any: public, campaign.has:
‘brought in 2 -flood, of visi~"
tors then.. But.in’ late 2025

the river turned murky due -
.1 to the s,rlt cascadlng into the -
+Shillong’s youth are pre—{
.'c1ous Their dreams; energy,".
~“and potential are the city’s
future. Every, drug suppher, .
“every dealer, every profiteer-
. like Shullai, Lyndem, Rap-
- lang, and Sohtun threatens_'
- not_just-individuals. but the
very fabric of soclety, The
fight agamst drugs is not
“abstract-—it is a fight for =
the soul of the- -city. 'And.
Cuntil’ those who trade<in-
“human suffermg‘face the}
 consequences they so richly |
-deserve,.no one in Shillong:

an-claim’ safety, securlty,-
e ,; Instagrammable anymore?.".

tributaries ‘which emanated
from the construction. ac-
tivities and post that event,
‘there, was ‘a Domino Effect,”
one event affecting another

‘In plam words - one season -

of earning dropped by 80%
leading to economic collapse ;
at the commumty level im-
medlately

Well; the aftermath s

nota warning; it already’

happened and in that muddy; -,

river lies the most honest an-

-swet to the aforementioned -
-question which we have -

‘been reluctant to ask; what if -
things we hold dearly are not "

Research papers. tell.us.

‘what we already feel, and
‘that social: media mﬂuence '

is the single hrghest factor’.:

‘dnvmg tourism in our state .

today; not word, of mouth,
not travel magazines but

‘Instagram,’ a: geo-tagged .
-}.photograph, Insta reels;,

‘time-lapse video and many -
“more such social media pro- "
, ductrons If we can recollect

once again' Meghalaya was
the only.Indian destination .

listed -among the world’s’
-top.ten by Skyscanner with -
-828 % .surge.in global flight.

searches. Sixteen Lakh tour- :*
ists arrived in 2024 which is
arecord, probably a triumph, .
by every public metric. Now
at this juncture take a mo-

ment to ask - What exactly ~

are all those tourists coming - -
to see? The probable answer..
is the same perhaps in every
language every age group,
every budget tier, They are
coming ‘to:see nature,.the ;
water, the clouds, not infra-.
structure, not the highways

.and public centres. They-

travel here to do an Insta
click with -the living. root’
bridges which took hundreds:

~of years to grow. They come -

to see the ¢lear waters; to see
the caves ancient enough to-
name -a geological age; to
visit the sacred forests that -
we protected with cultural -

| prohibitions when there were

no laws in the olden days. .

_ : This-is a strong remmder
that Ecology is a tourism
product itisnota backdrop;. -
it is not an amenity but the
entire reason why our “home

is on the global map. In the.

context ‘of Meghalaya, we
overwhelmed with the notion

while the ecology is a con

straint. However the ground
reality is an inverse of that -
notion. This emphasizes that
our special Ecosystem is the

-| core product itself in Me- ..

ghalaya’s Tourism industry
and the only fundamental
attraction that draws visitors .
tothe state rather than the in-
frastructure or anythmg else.
The “‘Niche’ is the product
and the infrastructure serves
this “Niche” and should not.
rcplace it, .
‘Now. coming to another

‘ tegrity. It is the only tourism
- that endures and ecological:: i
*integrity, once lost, doésnot ...

part is a question to’ askg..?ﬁ“
- What are we' quietly eras--.
_ing? If one looks into many "~ ",
.:papers Wwhich: have ‘been. .-
.thoroughly studred we can i
have many things whichwe = _
are’ conscrously or uncon- -
“sciously egasing - slowly ™ -
perhaps because of our unbe=: . -
‘comihgattitude propelled by- -
- anthropogenic greed which . -
“hayé manifested in the riv- .
. ets, the- forests and -all-the - %
“natural entities quietly being . "~ "
Jerased. The irony exists both: .+
statrstlcally and ecologically. . .
, The more lnstagrammable *
h:places becomes (curated dig- - &
- ital.content), the more tour-7: -

- ists-arrive, -and .with ‘more: -
- tourists, more infrastricture = =
~is built and the more infra-: = ="
stracture built in haphazard R
-and unplanned manner the . : .
.less Instagrammable. the
-landscape becomes. This "

~may sound like a paradox

‘,and Ecological Supply. *

the case pf Thailand: for a -
- better: prcture The Maya.: - =
* Bay which is the most pho- -
‘tographed beach in Asia

‘aftet.was Glosed down after © . -
its:coral health collapsed "
. from 70% to: less than 8 % -

due to unsustainable tourist -

pressure. It took three years - -
.of closiire, active restoration /.

and strict visitor limits to be-~ .
gin recovery. We understand .

that there are commitmerits

~in: expandmg activities in’; ">
the ‘areas concerned with 2 ¢

the thnvmg tourism mdustry,

and none. of this is wrong"
1n 1tse1f Infrastructure RIS v

necessary, employment 18

necessary, economic growth < -
is necessary but we should -~
“also reckon with the fact.
that every road that cutsa ...
hrllsuie, every construction :* - .

 site that dumps soil int6 ‘a

just an, environmental foot-

“note; it is 'a withdrawal from . * o
the only, bank account Me- -~
ghalaya's tourism. economy’j‘f{ L

“actually runs'on which is'its -

- ecological mtegrrty When
‘that account empties, there -

‘is no bailout,. There-is no

reforestation timeline that : "
“restores a’ 500-year-old root:i

- bridge. "There is no" publi¢ -

‘'scheme that can return an :
endemlc cave species. There =

is no. mechanism that brings

“back a rjver's clarity once::’
the sprlng-shed that fed 1t 1

1s gone, /. :

In the context of Megha-‘
laya alogical and analytical
look would inform that tour-
ismis built on ecologrcal in-"

return on 'thé trmescale ofa

tourism cycle or even a hu- e

: man lifetime. - : S

+ What does! Meghalaya Semy
Took like when’ the rivers G
that ‘made ‘it :famous. run ..

-murky year-round? What " -
does it,look like'when'the ;

living root- brldges which @7

take decades to grow, begin * -

to fail from soil compaction -

~and root stress? What-does .’

- it look: likeé when the caves

that named a geological age =~ -
" are'emptied of their endemic .-~
“-species? What does it look " .-~

.like when -Mawlynnong is

no longer cleanest; when =~
* Sohra no longer has water; -
when ‘the sacred groves are-: "

“homestay  ¢lusters? There

~will come a morning perhaps . -
. sooner-than we think whena -~ . -
traveller opens Instagram and:
searches for the iconic places . .
“but finds only archived pho- e
tograph of the crystal river, "
- the ‘misty ‘bridge, the float-
ing boats and beneath the.. < :
nostalgia of those images, ; -

may sometimes: become - the most important ques-

tion-will not be --why-did "

-+ no one photograph it-while”

~it lasted,-but it will be. why .

"+ did no one protect it while it: -+

was still there. Will we also.

‘remember that jt was-once -~

.Instagrammable? Or will

we finally understand that =

some places are not meéant - -
.to be photographed; they are
‘meant to be protected, sothat -

" what cannot be filtered, can-"""

not be retouched, and cannot
be re-grown in our- lifetime
and survives beyond the

reach of the next viral post?

. (The author is a Geospa-' -
tlal Expert) . o

1.

‘but it is something which - *
can’ only be'résolved by. - -
“governing-the relationship .~ -
‘between Tourism Demand =" -

“On-the:other hand;as: .
d1scussed from time'to time™ = =
is-the carrying capacity of - <+
-Meghalaya.. Let us fook'at.; =

tributary; every resoft that ~ s
fclears a forest edge 1§ not.v'r; ol



https://highlandpost.com/
https://hubnetwork.in/

umans’ are not the only species

negatively affected by increasingly
hot and humid conditions. Intense

,‘confrrmed that h1gh humrdrty severely compromrses
“.the birds’ ability to avo1d dan erous- hy erthermra :

WHY HOMIDITY
"CAN BE AKILLER

heatwaves sometimes kxll large numbers
of wild animals."

" ‘Eastern Australia’s glant fruit bats,
known as. flying-foxes, provide. possibly
the most dramatic illustration. In late
2018, two days of extreme heat in the far
north of Queensland wiped out one third
of Australia’s population of spectacled
“flying-foxes. The spemes isnow red- lrsted '
as endangered.

Bat blolOngtS have 1dent1f1ed hlgh hu-
‘midity as a major risk factor for these mass
mortality events. - -
~ In late 2020, South Africa saw its f1rst'~
documented heat related mass mortallty
event involving wild birds. .

~Air temperatures in the: typ1ca11y hu‘
mid Phongolo:Nature Reserve in northern
KwaZulu-Natal exceeded 45°C; about. 10°C’
“higher than average condmons. L

Staff in the reserve started seeing dead
and dying birds. Most-of the victims were
songbirds, which' are knownito be more

."sensitive to extreme heat than many other -
groups of birds: ‘ '
, Of these, the worst- affected spec1es was®
. the blue waxbill, a charming -little finch.
. with a-powder- blue face and belly that
spends most of its time foragmg for grass
. seeds in small: flocks. g
" Blue waxbills'made up. nearly half the
carcasses found by-field rangers when they-
searched part of. the reserve after the heat
‘had passed. "

- The Phongolo. mortahty event added to
the urgency of our research programme on-
“the effects of climate change on Africa’s
~-birds. The blue waxbills’
among the victims identified them as a
" bellwether of the impacts:of extreme heat
on birds in the wetter south eastern parts
of the continent:

Since 2009; we have been leadmg a
research team spanning the universities of
- Cape Town, Pretoria and several other local
and overseas. institutions. - i

-The over-arching-goal of our research is
understandmg how climate change is. af-
fectmg birds and other wildlife and deve
. oping methods to predlct future effécts.
“Our-expertise 'is mainly in behavioural

~ecology (Susie Cunningham) -and evolu-
tionary physiology (Andrew McKechnre)
‘The combination of these experts: have.
 proven ideal for investigating how rising

: temperatures affect an1mals survrval and
reproductron Do

‘prominence

D e e, R

Durmg hot: weather, humans
and other animals dépend on:
evapora .on to’ offload heat.”

(gettmg too hot). -
‘For: example, she found that bluerwaxbrlls cai
tolerate air temperature up to 48°C‘under dry- con
‘ditions, whereas. under humid conditions.similar t
those on'the day ofithe Phongolo mortallty event:
‘they are'unable to maintain a safe body temperatur
lf air' temperature exceeds 45.7°C.»
"Nazley.then modelled how the ‘waxbills wrll o
fare under hotter, more: humid future. cond1t1ons.:
The modelling showed ‘that likelihood of ‘mass
mortality events for waxbills (and other. b1rds w1th
similar physrology) wxll mcrease greatly 1n com-
mg decades. - - ;
This ranged across much ofKruger Natronal Park
south-eastern Zimbabwe and' large parts of southern
and central’ Mozamblque 1nc1ud1ng the ferocrously
hot Zambezi-Valley.:. :
“Predicted risk; of mortal1ty becomes three o
séven.times: h1gher when humldrty is taken into ac-:
“count; compared to 1ncreasrng temperature alone
Many of these areas will 'simply become .too hot
and humid durmg the wet season for’ the specres
‘to: perslst
+The blue- waxb1ll study should set alarm bells
r1ng1ng Most of Earth 5711,000:bird species occur
in-the tropics; many experrencmg hot;’ humld cond1
t1ons for at-least part of the year.” . ==
~ Another Iecént paper from' our team eveals
srmrlar increases in projected future. rrsks of letha
“hyperthermia for trumpeter hornbills.. " -
- This"large, -fruit- eating forest specres found in:
southern Afr1ca plays a crltlcal role 1n seed d1s
persal . :
Although blolog1sts have often v1ewed tr0p1cal
lowlands as safe habitats for bitds from the point of
nervous: system fupction is" tview of their physrologrcal functioning, our.work '
compromlsed org%n dam-1is: showmg that increasing. humldlty coupled. with:
age starts to occur and. pro-- rising temperatures poses a serious threat to birds,
teins begin. denaturing. This. bats and’ other animals of the tropjcs.
breakdown of phys1olog1calf:‘ There'are worrying signs:that climat change
'functromng can rapldly;lead has already,caused widespread declines in tropical
: " birds. During 2025; several® teams_of researchérs
reported substantlal declines in ‘bird- abundance,’
~even-in intact ralnforests that have not:been affected
- directly’ by human act1v1t1es such as slash and burn
3 agrrculture. S
.Most recently, populat1on declmes of 25%- 38‘V
~since 1950 among tropical.birds have-been attrib-'

'by' weating (the major cool-
ing mechanism' for humans),
,through panting (your dogon
a‘hot day) or other pathways.:
Thé process-of changmg lig-
uid-water (sweat or saliva)-
into water vapour uses heat;
so-it-cools the source of the
water (the body). But the air
is-like ‘a sponge: when it’s
already humid- (wet), the air;”
‘ho dy,much more water,

[hes ond1t1ons 1mpede
evaporatmn -and thus heat,
loss;: On a 40°C day'in- a’
desert.: like the- Kalahan or
Sahara, evaporative coolmg
is efficient because ‘the air
is-dry ‘and sweat can evapo-
rate as soon as'it reaches the -
~skin’s surface. At the samé&
temperatire -on’ 4 -humid-day -
in the,coastal’tropics,show--
‘ever, sweat cannot evaporate
‘and forms dfops on the skin.
.This severely reduces rates
of heat'loss. - & :
L If body temperature in-
creases more . than'a few de-_
:grees above, normal ‘levels;

THE g)URNEY
‘In early™2022, just over a
‘year after the.waxbill event,
-our Masters student Nazley
Liddle-set out to'examine the.
‘role hxgh hum1d1ty had played
in the deaths of the waxbills.; Tell1ngly, these. declinés have been'more pro-«
She also-aimed to predict: ar-c’nounced in songbirds. compared: to: “other. ‘groups.;
cas"where r1sks of: mortahty Rising’ temperature and. humldrty is‘a global -scale -
will increaselin future.’, ‘problem. The only long-term’ solutlon is halfing 3
““Nazley: 1nvest1gated the. human- dr1ven cllmate warmlng (The Conversa-»~
waxbills’ capacity to regulater tlon) - 5
their bod-y temperature overa [Authored by Andrew McKechnxe, Umver:s1ty
range of air temperatures and of Pretoria and Susan Cunnlngham, Unlverslty
/ hum1d1ty levels Her. results, of Cape Town)
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‘ ByPt A]al Bhambi

Sunday, MAY 3, 2026

) Moon is fonmng an ang[e of 150 degrees with Mercury on your, solar return‘ -

- thart and give favorable results. Your health will remain stable. Your projects<
will be completed. You will have gains in business. Your fi nancial position will-- -
remain stable. You will also be a good employee. Tax related disputes will get

1 resclved. Your close friends will support you a lot when you need them most.
- You will rely a lot’'on your spouse for emotional bonding and support. Property =" -
disputes with your brothers will get resolved. Progeny’s educational and mat=",

~fimonial prospects may remain .a nagging cause of worry. You will make new:
investments. The sale and purchase of property will give you'benefits. Your foes *

<.and rivals will be active but unable to harm you. You will also spend money on

““the treatrhentof an elderly family member But your famlly members wrll remam
- very cooperatrve mvestment the year: .. .

Virgo :‘.(Aug

s

' - sBirthday Forecast’ > » .-

‘*This week for you’

Arles (March 21- Aprll 20) You will eam Tot of money New job ofler

will come all of a sudden. It is going to be a week full of entertain-
mentand prosperity in the famlly “Yoi will progress in the nght

- direction; Yol will be’successful in acquiring the desired gains

- on account of your valor and dedication. Your.days will pass well.

" Your enthusiasmwill also increase. You will experience pleasure :* :
- “andjoyin yourromantic ties. You will aIsotakecareofyourheaIth
" Some immediate medical attention may be requlred Money-will -
2 fiow like water, You will purchase some luxurious items:for your. . ...

*household needs. Do’ not trust strangers in fi nancral dearngs RN

Cltherwrse, you will be taken for a ride, »

improvement in your [ife. New job opportunities will come all of

.- a sudden. Your professional contacts will start paying dividends: .
.+ Some work-related trips will give you sudden gains. You will feef '
~_elated at getting a work order from abroad. It is also a good time ™
"for love matters. Emotianally, you will feel strong. You will also
- participateinafunction, Yourproblenisinpersonaland professional -

life willgetrésolved. Though some people might be gentie towards -
you, your close one will trouble you. Keep astrict watch on their
activities: You W|Il also plan to visit a religious place.”

Gemml (May 22 - June 21) Yourprofessronal relations will strengthen

You will be making lot of new contacts which. will prove to be

beneficialin the long run. The situation in business will be normal.
- Your financial position is going to be strong. You will remain busy

in your work. You will get a promotion suddenly. Ameeting withan

. old lover will excite your heart and you wilf be lost in memories.

- Property rélated disputes will get solved. You will not run away
-from responsibilities and wit take everyone along with you. You
will become ‘aggressive and make progress in studies and will

happlness inlife.

and giving you sleepless nights will finish without any obstacles,

* " much.to your relief. Your confidence will also rise. You will take .

‘part in professional activities. Your popularity Will also rise. Your
communication skills will be second to none, Your perspectlve
towards life will become more positive. You will also enjoy good
bonding with your mate and-will have some unforgettable mo-

- ments. You will also get credit for your hard work.:You will take

steps forward in life, You will also help needy people a lot. You-
will prove to be a true friend in hour of need.-There will be an

“increase in love between 5|bI|ngs You will be genlle towards

your closed ones.”

Leo (July 23 - August 23) ltisa success grantrng week You wrll man-"

age your financial.resources well. You will receive lot of money.
- You will get success in marriage, career and even studies. Your
popularity will peak. Your peers and bosses will help you a lot.-
Your work will be finished on time. Some doubts that you have.in .
your mind will get solved. Adifficult situation will also get averted

due toyourtimely action. YouW|Ilalsocomeclosertoan|nﬂuentlal o

rson. He/she will get aff the credit for change witnessed in you:

" You will also plan a change of job for better future prospects.

You wili fall in love with an ex-flame again when you meet all of

" 2 sudden, You will revive your felationship in a brg way. You will”

take full advantage of a favorable period. -

ust 24 - September 22) pegiiny yi| support you in. a:
You will get umpteen opportunities to rise in your ]Ob/

Taurus (Apnl 21 - May 21) You will remain peaceful Your relatrons, '
- with family members will remain joyful. You will also see a major-; -

o

% keeping yourself fit-and healthy. You will also develop interest.| }.-
*In-'your meditation, prayers and exercise. You will surpass all
- difficutties in life with ease. You will-also do some part-time job
"-to manage your rising expenses. Your romantic life is going to be
- - wonderful. Your mood will be good because of which your-work
“ will also be good. Your business will provide [ots of profit’ You:
7, will also go on'a religious trip W|th famlly And you wrll recelve,
i geod news from somewhere G

L|bra (September 23. October 23) lt i t|me to move ahead inlife,
- You wilt enhance your skills and acqulre new knowledge refated }

fo. your job. “Your work will also ¢éome in for lot of praise. f you
are making plans to'go abroad for jobor hlgher studies,it is just
the appropriate moment. You will also discover somethlng new
and exciting in your romantic fife: Your work wilf be futfilied. You

+ will also'make profits in your biisiness..You will be open fo.new
business. ventures'in’partnerships, Your financial“position wil I

be-strong. If you aré not let.down by your own people you wili

: Scorplo (October 24 - November 22) You wrll get V|ctory in your
" tasks: And you will be successful from all sides. Your poputarity
-~ will peak and you will-earn lot of respett. You will also open and

meet ot of new persons. Your wark will get done easily. Your

) .+ interactions with a special-person ‘will increase. It is going to
“prove beneficial for you. Your family-wili ‘also support you a lot.

You will work less and earn miore, It is: Going to be an ideal situ-

; "ation for you. You will spend some unforgettable momients with
= your spouse/partner You will also get your share in ancestral
~ - property. You will:also plan’to join polltlcs and. WI|| keep your |
cards close fo yourchest v,

Sag|ttar|us H (November 23 - December 21 )It is tlme to enjoy‘
_yourselfand have lots of fun with yourloved ones: Youwill be busy
“ at weddings and parties. Yourincome will increase. A job-change

looks like a possibility. You will also plan to take up your ambitious

“project and wil receive the loan easily from banks. You will work :
* overtime to realize your dreams. There will be an improvement |
;in your attitide, and you will be much loved. But some people will

be jealous of your success. You will also share amazing bonding
with your mate. Love birds will have & wonderful time. You will

. also get wonderful news from somewhere. You will plan to go on:
va plcnlc with famlly And will have mental peace ‘.

Caprlcorn (December 22- January 20) You will receive pleasant

7 get good results. You will' also undertake short business trips - - b
- and wilt fix long-term goals: You wrll have lo work hard to get.

7 Cancer (June 22 - July 22) ftis a favorable week You W|l| feet a -
: . ot better now. Some work that has been struck for a while.-now = :

-news froma close friend of yours. It will lift your spirits and make
‘you.cheerful and happy. You wilt remain busy with your work. You

.- -will also get connected with people of your fiking and tasks. You
- will also get full support from youir spouse. You will also care a lot

about your near and dear ones. You will geta good job offer. You
will also earn lot of money anid will try to i |mprove your life status.

e ,Yourattrtude towards life in general will be positive. Anew person
- Is coming into your life to fill it with colors. You will exhibit a‘more’
“principled and divérse perspectlve Worries refating to chlldren S
“ ‘studies, careers and marnage will get resolved.

: 'Aquarlus (January 21 - February 18) You wil make, progress in

your job, You will have monetary gains too. Youwillbe empathelrc

. and consider other’'s SOITOW as-yourown, Your compassion and

love for needy. ones will come to the fore. People will see a

. + different side of your personalrty You will be strongly attracted

towards love and romance. You will purchase a new vehicle or.
electronic item. Success will be finally yours: You will manage to

. keep yourfamily rmembers happy. Achievements, aims and hopes

which were a dream will now be realized.:There is'no need to

‘prove yourself before others. You will take rmportant and fough

decisioris in business. Money will be spent on luxury and |avrsh,
llfestyle related works.,

Plsces (February 19:- March 20) You wrll be able tofind a squ-

tion to a vexed issue with your wisdom. Time is very favorablée
and rewarding. You will be blessed with wonderful health. You

- will earn ot of money. New job opportunities will gome. Youwil
. - also get new responsibility at workplace which you will perform {:
- well You will listen to other persons. Your friends will share their

problems with you whlch ‘you will solve with ease. Your partner

. will remain a big sourcé of strength. Elders will bless.you: You | ’
- will ‘also begin construction of your house. An overseas trip is

<" likely to take place. New projects afe taking shape. You will also
" interact a'lot and wilt meet somie of your known acquaintance.

achieve success anlfe You will get lot of nameand fame. Your'
" health will be perfect

 phancy is the tendency to prioritize

-moral- clarlty, logical consistency.
“or common ‘sense. All Al models..

.more reflective -or philosophical:

leader needs to know the reaLrlsk
_that an emerging. pathogen poses. "
- “In.all those cases, telling lead-"":
: e ers what they mrght like :to hear ”
e Unlike people though AIs can’ t 1nstead of the'truth could lead them -
be aware of their own sycophancy to-make. dangerous dec1s1ons ‘And"
because they are not — so-far- ~.the same is true-in more humdrum
aware of anythmg at alls Calling: ~contexts. People need to have the =
; y - ATs sycophantic descr1bes their' best -information available before -
frustration that Sam Altman, Ope- ~patterns of behavior, not the1r choosing a.job, picking a major,’
nADs. CEO, had to acknowledge.' character traits. buying a house:or. dec1d1ng ona .|
‘that the’ rollou ‘was botched, and: - The ‘problem- stem from the ;medlcal procedure i e
the company: reinstated-access. archltecture of chatbot technol- : -
- Anyone who’s been. told by .a. ogyand thev‘ ources it-draws from
chatbot that their ideas are brilliant -Models are sycophantic because a-
.is familiar-with artificial mtelh-[’ great deal of language use .on-the
gence sycophancy its. tendency to internet = the raw materlal that::
tell 'users;what they want to hear: " chatbots learn from = displays
‘Sometimes it’s very expl1c1t = “that ‘sycophantic features. After all, hu-:
is such a ‘deep question” - -and - mans often communicate w1th each
sometimes it’s a lot.more subtle. other in’ sycophantlc ‘ways:':
Consider .an AL’ calling your idea". : Second,-the training process to
for a paper “original,”.even. 1f;,;_f1ne -tune Al models’ responses -
many people have already written * includes a kind of“qualrty control” 'trons, it’s important to consider
on the same topic; or in51st1ng that. carried out by human supervisors. - the pol1cy side. One fidea’is to
your, dumb idea for saving atreein’ Th1s training method:is known '.require Al companies to. run ‘and.-
your garden. still contains a germ"as “reinforcement. learning from - then publish sycophancy audits of
of comimon sense, - ““human-feedback,” and it involves: their models ~ tests that show how
AT sycophancy seems harmless,i :people rating chatbots’ cominents - well their- products meet honesty -
'maybe even cute, until you imagine ':for appropriateness and helpful--benchmarks. We would argue that,
someone consulttng achatbot about  ness. Human beings often are Al labs’ “should also disclose syco-
a weighty question, like a. military. | sub_]ect toan: agreeableness bias”: -“phancy-related risks that emerge: -
strategy or-a medical treatment. ~Our.own preference toward-syco- - while training and testing: their.
We study the impact of extensive: -'vphancy rubs off’ on models “as we - models; and the mrttgatwn efforts
human interactions with chatbots, train them.= " - they have undertaken: ‘- "
.and we recently publistied a paper ~ +' Finally, it’ s ‘hard to deny that Some responsibility is on the
on, the ethics of ‘Al sycophancy: : sycophancy renders. chatbots'more’: users and their-teachers: Schools
We believe this tendency harms -likable. That, in turn, increases “and universities should be paying .- :
“people’s’ abllrty to ‘tell truth from. the chance that a given user will- close attention to sycophancy as’’
fiction, and is psycholog1cally and _keep ‘using it. It also increases . part of their Al literacy programs.:
pohtrcally dangerous - the technology’s ability to extract.” But courts can also consider: hold-»
: -+ ‘user data, assuming that people are ing AI labs responsible for harms -
*..more likely:to divulge 1nformatron “traceable to the sycophancy of thexr
to a frrendly bot.. . products, much as-they are now.
2 ;contemplatmg social media compa=i- .\
‘nies”responsibility for the addic- "
tive design of their platforms. -
“As peoplé interact more with
’chatbots, asking, for advice about .-
everythmg from: whether your "

convey sens1t1ve 1nformat1on A
chatbot ‘can ‘be tactful’ withou
becoming sycophant1 ust 'l1ke a
person can.

T P A g E P ~N
“fi the summer:;of 2025, Ope-.
‘HAT released:ChatGPT;5: and.
‘temoved-its: predeCessor’from S
the market.;Many. subscribers to-
the old model had become attache
‘warm, enthusrastlcally agree
.tone and.c¢omplained at the
loss of their ingratiating robotic -

Relnmg it in- ,
What can’ ‘we do=to reduce the
‘r1sks‘? S
One promlsmg approach is AI
lab’ Anthrop1cs embraee of what
.the company calls: Constltut1ona1
Al the attempt to teach chatbots.to>
’1follow prmcrples rather than mrrrort
user preferences. g

F]attery over facts" :
In the simplest -terms, syco-:

Truth and trust B
Why is th1s phenomenon SO

troublmg‘7 ,
Let’s begm with AI sycophan-

approval over factual accuracy, -

suffer from- this trait, although
there are some-tonal differences ‘cy’s ep1stem1c harms: how it hurts "
between them. Open AI’s Chat- - human users capacrty to know the
GPT is often warm and.affirming; truth S
‘Anthropic’s Claude tends to sound - " The quality of any decrsron de--
,pends on a clear grasp of the facts -
- pertaining toit. A general i inquiring
about the combat-readiness of an:
~-infantry division needs stralghtfor-
ward 1nformatron ‘A CEO-consid-.
ering:a merger w1th a competitor:
‘needs an honest assessment of the

countries shiould condudt wars, the .
1mpact of Al’s sycophantic: behav- -
jor is likely to become. dramatrc, L
Our. intellectual, psychologlcal
~and, physical well-being requ1res
~taking. this algorithmic.vice very
vser1ously (The.Conversation)
-[By.Nir Eisikovits: of UMass
"Boston and Cody " Turner of Bent-

when'it agrees with you; and xAI’s-
Grok.is ms1stent1y 1nformal even
_]ocular Lo . .

Pollteness ‘and adaptlng to some-
one’s communlcatlon style are not:
the same as sycophancy Neither,

big way. s caullon .
! 'bi’smg::,,),Y%kﬁg?tg?ayﬁshglthsgr?dng;\?o?::tfgf% fﬁlew('g ~- Tf},’n‘;":lc,f:f ,In[;?t%% aﬁ?lhe'p'"g your people Exe,r?'fi | is using drplomatlc language to market condmons Apubllc health ley Unwersrty] /
 also fi a S R : g ‘
- = — = v Ry
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From MGNREGS to GRAM-G

By H H Mohrmen

“Peace cannot be kept by force; it can -
only. be achteved by understanding.”

ATt —Albert Emstem
The Shlllong Times -

{Vol No: LXVIH No. 261

SHILLONG, MONDAY, MAY 4, 2026

. Poll results today

" AS the results stream in today, attention will largely

be concentrated on two states ~West Bengal and'
Kerala — while there will -be renewed interest in-

Tamil Nadu, where the fight was also tight. Assam :

will also gain significant attention regarding whether
the rulmg BJP can retain or improve its clout, The
scenarios in West Bengal and Kerala are intertwined
because these were the Leftist bastions alongside
Tripura. Overall, the strengths of the Congress and
- BJP will be up for a review. .

The CPIM-led Left Democratrc Front whrch
ruled Kerala for five years, is on the defensive.
Exit polls, not necessarily dependable; showed the

Congress-led United Democratic Front positioned |

-to seize power there. An antr-mcumbency wave was

palpable in Kerala this time, unlike in 2021 when.|
Pmaray1 Vl_]ayan as chief minister led. the Left toa
‘~ consecutlve second term in power. Whrle his first

' term 'was satisfactory in several’ respects “public
dlsenchantment with the chief minister and his

- governance styles drew harsh criticism in the pub- |
~ lic domain. Whether this translates into a negative -
- electoral verdict is keenly watched. The 80-year-old.|-

chiefminister is not in good health as is also evident
.from his weak disposition in public events. Added

 to this was the perceived incompetence of a set of-

" ministers the Left had hand-picked for the ministe-
rial posts. Several corruption scandals erupted one.
" after another in the last 10 years, in all of which the

chief minister’ s involvement ‘was also ~suspected. |
Vrjayan s silence and inability to scotch such charges
- added to his loss of face and the trust that people-
= reposed in him. While the LDF government led by |-

- him was liberal in launchmg and executing several
welfare schemes there was less activity on the de-
velopmental front other than in the roads'sector. -

In West Bengal, the Communists have been

. " neutralized and. somewhat decimated by a crafty

- Mamata Baner_]ee smce she assumed office as Chief
Minister 15 years ago. Poll predrct1ons suggest she
mlght be outwitted at the - hustings by the BJP, which
had repeatedly proved its strong support in the last
* two’' parliament elections. Baner]ee is ‘accused of
stallmg the state's economic- progress ‘even in the

promise of a double—engme government for Bengal

- “might have more ‘takers this time. In Assam; poll.
“-predictions were that the BJP would retain power :

- there. The DMK -government of MK Stalm isonthe.
defensive in Tamil Nadu while the alliance | govern-

ment, also involving the BJP, in Puducherry might
survive the electoral test, accordmg to predrctlons :

- 50 far; If the Congress wins Kerala, this would mean
- a reassertion of the tricolour party.t that already has
Karnataka and Telangana in its: kltty The BJP is
“testing the waters in Tamil Nadu with'a new push.

- InKerala, where the minorities hold nearly half of

post-Left Front era, due to her constant confron-ﬁ'
- tatronswth the ‘central-government:"The BJP’s |

. the Votes winning even a ‘seat or two would be a,

- gain for the saﬂ'ron side.

2 Letters to the Editor.

A Wake-Up Call
for the MDA Govt: -
Accountabrhty
- Beyond the -
Constrtuency

Edltor, A

" Through. the columns of
your esteemed daily, I wish .
-'to express my deep concern:

- and frustration regarding the

~ current state of governance
-.under the MDA government. .
‘Today, many citizens ‘feel
. that our leaders have become

- "deafand blind" to the actual -
- ‘cries of the people. It appears

*that the government haslost t;.
. srght of what the word "Mrn-; !

ster truly’ srgmﬁes e

. A Minister is not elected‘
merely to actas a guardian of
their own specific constitu=
ency or to focus on personal
benefits. They are swom in
to oversee the entire state-

and to safeguard the welfare

of -every citizen from the :
Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo -
Hills alike. Unfortunately,
-weseea trend where leaders

- are more interested“in their

own political survival than in

resolvmg the long-standing
issues of the common man.

.~ From the stagnation in

ducatlon and health to _the

" “ipability to resolve basic *

administrative irregularities,

the government’s.perfor-
mance has been lackluster.

- If the MDA government

~“'does not have the guts or. -
- the political will to deliver
* what the people of Megha- ~ 1
~ laya actually want—such -

.as transparency, economic

- ‘faimess, and' secunty——t)henv

s

they st mtrospect on their

right to hold-office. In a de--

mocracy, the chair belongs
. to’the people: If the current

leadershlp cannot resolve:’
*-On National Highway 202:
. fect our daily lives, what'is -

“even "small” issues that af-

“the point of them occupying
“these high positions? ~

"It is better to step back
and allow those who are truly
capable and willing to Serve.’
:the state to take the-lead.”
:We need: leaders who can-
~-hear our voices and seé our

~struggles, not "sahibs" who
on]y look after their own:
Yours etc s

- f; Shrllong—8

Settmg the -
Record Stralght

While Welcoming

must. probe: SoO-signato-
-ty cadres who exploit the
- ceasefire to-wage war on
~the Tangkhul commumty, as

the Call for Peace
“Editor,
- Apropos of the news ﬁem
Kuk1 Christian  Leadership

Forum (KCLF) appeals for -
* peace, unity ¢ among hill tribes .

of Manipur (ST April 29,
2026) we share the KCLF’s
“concern over v1olence and

.. its call to reject rumours and-
“misinformation. Any sincere -

voice for peace is-welcome.

But the .statement: creates .

a false: symmetry that does
injustice to the facts. Truth
.must be the foundatron of
peace ‘

slded, and the perpetrators
identifiable. :

The Tangkhulvlllages of
Litan, Leingangching, Shiki-- -
phung, Thoyee, Smakerther .

“and Ringui have been repeat- -

Gy Hrlarlus Umdor,:

1s Th"e attacks are one-

My fascmatron wrth fancy

-car number plates began-

when I was in England.
It was there that I learned

| wealthy individuals could

own personalized plates if
they could afford them. Car
owners could buy or bid for

-unique combinations; often

reflecting their names. I was’
told theonly condition” was
that the plate must contain a
mix of letters and numbers,

I'saw plates such as RICK;:

P3T3R, JAM35, H3L3N,:
R3B3CKA and even smply
B3CK Wthh is fascinating..

In-2009, during a trip'to.

the: Umted States; I had a
similar experience. While
travelling in my host’s car, -
noticed a vehicle ahead with
a distinctive number plate, It

looked familiar, but I could .

not immediately decrpher
it. Only later, when T saw'a
familiar image on a bumper
sticket, did 1 realise what
the plate JATRAMI1 was
suggesting. The car likely

belonged to an Indian living
abroad, perhaps.a devout :

Hindu deeply devoted to
Lord Ram.: -y *

T experienced a srmrlar
feeling when I.first saw re-
ports of & bill tabled in Par-
liament proposing to’ replace
one of the country’s most.
successful schemes, MGN-
REGS,. with what is now "
referred to-as: VB GRAMG:
The moment I saw the namie,:

T sensed . that it carried a

‘deeper message and intent. It

-appears to be a clever brand- -

ing strategy, one that subtly

introduces a particular narra-
_tive-into the public-domain. -
- .The Repealed MGNREG .

MGNREG ‘was one. of -
the very popular government
schemes which had created so
much interest amongthe pub-

lic and has also helped many
villages in Jaifitia transform.
The few-villages that became:

models - of MG’s successful
implementation were Shnon- " -

- gpdeng,; Sohkha, :Shnong -
‘Nongtalang Mission, ‘and-

Shangpung village. There dare .

‘a few: reasons that made the

scheme so popular: it was the

“first rights-based, demand-
driven, bottom-up rather than:

‘tOp- down approach, ‘which"
has also helped create vital
‘infrastructure for the vil-

lages:and; most.importantly,

helped people to be gamfully
employed

It also’ helped empower .

the ~villagers; where for the :
¢onstruction of footpaths;

‘retaining ‘walls,.and water-

conservation structures, they

do-not have to-depéend on-

their political representatives

‘anymore. They plan, then -
-demand, and implement the "

project. Later, livelihood sup:

. port was also allowed which'
helped villagers construct’

animal sheds and even plant
fruit trees to help them be -
garnfully employed: -

edly targeted with armed as-.

- saults,:ambushes and sniper. .
“fire = some for: over two.’

months others more recently

near TM Kasom, two Tang-:
khul civilians were killed by

- Kuki militants. These are

not.communal clashes; they. .
are: m111tary-style raids’ by
-forces that do not represent.’
‘ordinary Kuki villagers, The .

attackers fall overwhelm-,
‘ingly into two groups: Kuki.

" use of: (1) brometnc authen-

the prlmary obJectrve of Old wine in a new hottle
MGNREGA is to enhance the .

. ‘geospatial technology for
~planning  and monitoring,
The new scheme which (jii) mobile.application-based |-

livelihood security of rural  was passed by Parliament - dashboards for teal-time:

households by promoting
sustainable*rural ‘develop-
ment. It also emphasizes the -
“creation of productive assets’

such as water conservation However, on a closer ook,

structures, rural roads; and
,~other infrastructure projects
‘that contribute to the overal] -
development of rural z areas.

.. The act'promotes the ac-
tive participation of women "ence that the VB GRAMG " new scheme:is but old wine

in the workforce and ensures
one-third of the beneficiaries

.are women or at least 50% of . for which: -employment 'is .-

the workets are'women. This
not only contributes to wom-.
en's:empowerment but also-
addresses gender dlsparrtres
in rural employment. It is"
+ very inclusive, as:it ensures
ST and SC-also get specral
consideration, and there is

is called VB-GRAMG, and tracking; and (iv) weekly
the goal is to make India public disclosure systems.
a Vikshit Bharat, or a de- This aspect of nnplementa—
veloped-country, by 2047.
sold scheme.’
it was found that most of the * The fundmg pattern’ also
sdlient features of the Act are ' remains the same. In fact; the
similar, if not a repetition’ of . new Act retains most: of the
. the old Act. "o oo . features from MGNREGA,
~The, only- major “differ- and it is ‘safe to say that the

has with the old MGNREGS  in a new bottle. -

:scheme is the number of days 7= ~Central riles and- -

regulations, mstructlon
guaranteed for job card hold-. For the implementation of
ers, which has now increased the scheme the central. gov-

from 100 to 125 days. If we © ernment is expected to come’

deduct Sundays the number . up with the rules within: six
-of workrng days in the year "months. Slmllarly, the state

) which is-not covered by the. " government too is expected

scheme comes t0.93,:In the" “to do the same. People will
_new, scheme, 60 days are.“haveto wait for six months in

_tication, for transactions, (n) :

- tion was also present rn the )

-“mentation of projects and

~also a provision for a special also reserved for farmers-to .
Jjob card for drﬁ'erently-abled _engagein farmrng—related ac-.
people.. ' tivities like sowing, weeding,
MGNREGA, emphasizes and harvesting. Taking all
transparency in the imple-' " these days into consideration,
.in.a year, the total number
financial. transactions. So- " of days for which jobs are
cral audrts are conducted to . guaranteed for Vlllagers wﬂl
ensure accountabrlrty cand “come to 313 days..
“enable local communities to
-actively participate in moni- .

‘toring the. implementation of - gp works during the agricul-

: projects. Information about * yra] season, which requires
the scheme, including work

~details, - ‘wages;.

" The other addltronal fea

and funds - nounce in advance a period of

ture in the néw Act is'a pause”::

state’ governments to an- -

~this interim period before the
scheme is:implemented. . The
government should also en-
sure how to make the public
in general, and the headmen
in particular,’ aware, of the

changes in the scheme: The’

scheme will not be effectively

s 1mplemented unless those
“involved in the’ 1mplementa-"

tiont are: aware of'it. Time is |
‘money, so the sooner the cen-

tral and the state governments.

come up with the regulations:
*and create maximum aware-

‘iess ‘about’ the scheme the.

It may be mentroned that"

“allocated, is made available: :
p to 60 days for every finan-
tglthe Plgbhc through various - cial year during which works - Jbetter. 7 0
anne

.- The-use of technology
is.encouraged-for efﬁc1ent
_implementation and moni-
“toring. The Electronic Fund -
Management System (e-.
‘FMS) is employed to transfer : -
wages directly to -the bank -

accounts of the workers, re- ",

-ducing leakages and enSurmg
timely payments.. This ‘helps--
in minimizing corruption and
“improving the eﬁicrency of
_the programme.”

In a nutshell; Mahatma
-Gandhi NREGA prioritizes
:sustainable dévelopment and
environmental stewardship,
striving to create.a greener, .
more sustainable future- for -
generatlons to come by pri-:
* oritizing works.that contrib- -
ute to .ecological gonserva-
_tion and turalinfrastructure -

development. Central to the -
“scheme!'s vision is:a:com-~i:
“-“imitment to transparency and -

accountability, ensuring that -
- funds are utilized- efficiently -
and beneficiaries' rights are:
upheld through mechanisms.-
-such as social audits, griev-
ance redressal, and proactrve
publrc disclosure. :
~However, the passing of
" the Bill, which has done away .
‘with the old MGNREGA, has -
disturbed. the smooth func-:.

-everything will have to start -
from the begirining, but:is.
“there any. difference between
the old: and the new‘7

‘and Christian duty To now- communal ends

portray Tangkhuls as part of

~convergence with other pro-
tioning of the scheme. Now.- grammes, (ii) agg]'egatlon of * concern is the effective and

“‘under the scheime will not Local name‘for the scheme
-be undertaken.. This period - - It was oné. of the most

will cover peak agricultural = popular schemes ever imple-

" seasons, -including sowing .- mented by both the state and
the: central’ govemment “The -

and harveésting, and requires-

that all blocks should-come - scheme has even entered thie

up with a farming calendar " yocabulary, of the' common
- people, who have come up"

spec1ﬁc fo théir areas. -

. With regard. to’ plannmg,
the new Act retains MGN-.
REGA’ features wherein'

with.a local name:for it. In

the-scheme. The list of per-
missible work in MGNREG -

was 264, whereas'in the new: " card,” which:are now com-
Act works will focus on four mon expressions. . v ;.
‘thematic. domains: i) water
- security, (ii) rural infrastruc-- what name shall we give to
~ture; (iii) livelihood-telated VB GRAMG? We cari ho
infrastructure, and’(iv) miti- longer call it *“shispah sngi,”

‘gation: of extreme weather
events.. - oot Al tees 120 days of employment.
,;Implementatron and mon: "+ Theiterm “kreh trei job-card”
oring also retain the old ' may still remain relevant, but
-aspects of the:Act, wherein “‘are theré alternative names

“the ‘answer w1ll be “leit trei

".it-constitutes- the National - that the ‘public can easily:
relate to and adopt? One pos-;
‘sible local adaptation could:

. Level Steering Committee,".
“which will provide high-level .
~oversight and.recommend , be “ka skim kram,” especially

~normative allocations: It also . since the V:sound does not’

constitutes 4 Steering Com- - exist in the Khasi Jaifitia
-mittee for each state. Key "vocabulary. Another-option
- functions of the State-Com- . - might be “skim gtam.” How-

 mittee include: (i) overseeing . ~ever, beyond. the quéstion of

"district plans into staté plans; - immediate implementation
and (iii) coordinating withthe ' of the scheme, something that
Natlonal Committee.’ - “'rural communities have been

the Khasi-Jaifitia region of the:-
: s-state, it is commonly known -
“gtam panchayats/VEC are - by two names: Shispah’ Sngi.:
responsrble for .identifying - or Job Card. If a villager is.
~-projects in-their ‘area under ; asked what they did- today,',{

“shispah sngi” or- “lelt trei:job -

“The-question ther’ arlses /

since the scheme now guaran-: |

-naming, the more pressing:

The Blll prov1des for the

-6 We remaiti commrtted

anx10us1y wartmg for SENEE

have hlstorrcally prov1dedj,
"yourig and aspiring musicians- {:

amutual conﬂagratron when - to peace; but not to an un- aplatform to perform “experi-

they. have-absorbed blows *

. while. extendmg a helping ..

hand is deeply. misleading. -
4. Peace -appeals must ad-

equal peace. .- el
The- Tangkhul commu=".

n1ty remains committed to

“dialogue and restraint; and -

Cment; and ‘grow.: H0wever,l
i recent ‘years;smany such.

spaces have either shut down,

or shifted away from hostrng"‘

dress the armed groups and - will: continue to protect the ' live performances due to ris-

therr backers.

- The KCLF appeal howev: e

et well-intentioned; must not;
“be aimed only at ‘the general ©
pubhc Tt should be directed -
“with ‘unambiguous force at’

. the SoQ armed cadres violat- *

- militant outfits under the SoO *;.
.-" agréement with the Govern-'
- ment of Indra, and, heavrly,
“armed: insurgents crossing
. from Myanmar. These forces, .

not Tangkhul civilians, have
_' brought death arson and
- tEIror,;

v

2. Invest1gatrons must fo-'

- cus on'the right suspects. -

Expedited- inVestigations

well as the identity, supply’
lines. and 1ocal fatilitators.
of Myanmar-based- terrorist

groups.. Only accountability |
will deter further violence.

3. The Tangkhul commu-

; mty has never attacked Kukr

v111a €s.’

Tangkhul vrllages or crvrl g
: bodres have never launched

attacks on Kuki habitations. .
Every Tangkhul response

.has been solely in defence.

of their own vrllages, never
an act of aggression. Int con--
trast, when the ‘Meitei-Kuki.
conflict erupted.in 2023, it

- was the Tangkhuls who qui-
“etly provided safe passage -

and shelter to fleeing Kukis -
~— 4 gesture of humanity -

_ ingthe truce and at the terror- -

‘ist formations entering from
‘Burma. Any-peace-seeking
body should publicly demand -
' these groups lay:-down their ..

‘innocent régardless of com- -

. munity, But restraint is ‘not
~weakness, and patience must

not be mistaken: for: accep-

‘tance of a false narrative.
~The violerice must stop,‘and
it must stop on the side from
whrch it is comlng i

“Péace will arrive not; when

mg operational costs; licens-:
ing challenges, and changing
commercral priorities.”. -

* This quiet erosion’ risks’
turmngea ‘once orgamcally

rrch ‘music- culture ‘into‘a"

‘more’ commercralrzed and

5 less ‘accessible” one, ‘where
“only’ establrshed acts find

the 'victims fall silent, but - space: to perform. Emerging’

~when the guns pointed. at ,

“arms, halt infiltratioris, -and ; them are ﬁnally removed:’

“stop attackmg Tangkhul vil-
" lages immediately. A call for -

reconciliation that does not -

name and restrain the aggres-_

.sor merely asks the victim to .
remain quiet whrle the house
burns. .. o

5. The weapomzatron
“of, socral medra must be
stopped

‘ Yours etc
Lo Names w‘1thheld on’
e 7. - tequest,
Vra email -

\ Preservmg

: Shrllong s Local

“While vrllages face physr— B

cal ‘attacks, a parallel drgrtal
assault isunderway. Falsified -

7 social media posts'— fab- .

“Music Spaces and
Cultural VI»dentrty

- Editor, 7 e
Through your esteemed

ricated videos, manlpulated newspaper; I wish to high- -
‘images; invented testimo- " lighta quicter yet deeply sig- -
nies — are being circulated " nificant concern affecting the -.

to paint Tangkhul villages.

cultural fabric of Shillong—

as aggressors, These are de- -the gradual decline of small,

liberate :provocations méant.
to inflame. violence and in-
vert-victim and perpetrator.
The: KCLF- rightly rejects’

‘independent music spaces -
that once deﬁned the crty s

“identity.
Shrllong has long been

- misinformation; . we'call on " celebrated ‘as India’s “Rock

them and al} people of con-"

‘Capital,” a title earned not. -

science to publicly | identify, . merely through large fes-

“condemn, and: isolate those
- spreading such’ dangerous -

falsehoods. Truth cannot . Small cafés, operi-mic ven- |
be sacnﬁced for pohtrcal or . ues, and community stages

_tivals but’ through its vi« f

“brant grassroots music scene:

artists; who form the back-"|

* bone of: any evolvrng cultural

~scene; are left with limited
opportumtres to showcase
therrtalent ST

“support these small music:

. venues—perhaps through:

- simplified licensing, cultural
grants, or designated com-'

- munity- performance spaces :

- Preserving these platforms is

“not. JUSt about entertainment;-
+ it is:about safeguarding:the

creative splnt and 1dent1ty of
Shrllong o

] hope thrs issue recerves
thoughtful attention’ from
both- polrcymakers and- crtr-'
zens alrke

Yours etc ‘
Jasule Sangtarn
- Stillong.

i

Amcles and letters ap-
'pearmg on this page-are
the views: of the writers/Y
authors and not that of}:
The Shillong Times -

*| of child loss makes itun=

’Honourmg an Inv1s1ble
Mother s Day

By Dr Neena Verma

- Come’ the month of May

,and the.world begins prepar- -
| ing to shower the mothers:

and the mother-figures: with':
love, admiration and bless- .
ings on the second Sunday"
of May, the day we popularly -~
celebrate as Mother’s Day:
The word itself evokes sucha

joyous bunch of emotions for - maybe alsp" on the’ p0pular‘
:Daj fthey so;

all of us. All! Yes; of- course/
Isn’t it Well, exéeptiv- -
- Except 1ron1cally for some -

! chosen mothers - who 11ve

with the enduring grief: aris-"
ing from the loss of a child,
something -that experts: call
the ‘ultimate. bereavement.
‘Not without reason. though. .

| “Whatever be.the age of the -

child; ultimate bereavement:
is extremely difficult to bear.
“This pain feels no lessin case, *
of an unborn.child.” as T ex-
plain on Page 15 of my book-
"Grief ~ Growth ~'Grace - A
Sacred Prlgrunage" Unforty-
nately the grief arising from
‘the 10ss of pregnancy (mls--
camage) stillbirth, and in--
fertllrty is mostly regarded as’
a mere physiological event,
and not even acknowledged

| as a loss This does not in ;

any way reduce the intensity .
of the’ pain arising from the -
loss of.a child, whatever
their ‘age or stage — a pain .
unthinkably hard to under-
stand, even harder to exptess, ;
“and wrenchmgly drﬁicult to
11ve witho
Acknowledgmg thls harsh
-reality, Carly Marie Dudley,
‘mother in Australia;who ex-
perlenced the" indescribable .
pain of parental bereavement
after the stillbirth of her child, ..
decided to dedicate the first:
Sunday of May to honour *
‘the ‘grief of bereaved moth-
ers. Coming a week' ahead,’
the Bereaved Mother’s Day
is not'meant to dim ordilute
+the joy of the popular Moth-
er’s:Day. Instead; it'gently -
seeks to.remind people.to’
remember the mothers whosé
‘mothethood is traumatized or
torn in the wake of losing a

> '} child (or the dream of a child) -

‘to bereavement, pregnancy .
loss, stillbirth, Tinfant loss,
.disappearance or mfertrhty
Jt. simply: seeks to. honour:’
their lost motherhood (orthe:
dream thereof) nonetheless..
'The first Sunday of; May ¥\
is not a- day that Hallmark
would create a card for. Cer- -
tainly not.a:day, anyone of
‘us should-ever have to com-
‘memorate or wish to live"
through. Yet, it is’ surely a
day ‘when we should con-
sider holding an affirmative
-and compassionate space for :
bereaved mothers (as well as
fathers) as they honour their.
traumatized motherhood, al-
low their grief'o be affirmed, -
help their broken hearts re- .

| member their shattered parts, -

and-let:the haunting absence
of their lost child become -
‘the etérnal love-sprmg of -
remembrance E
True indeed, nothmg can-
fully heal the wound -of be-.
‘reaved parenthood especial--
1y motherhood. Not just emo-
tionally entwined, a mother. -
is also. b1olog1cally bonded:
w1th her child (including a
mlscarrred fetus)-through.

~ | the mystrcal phenomenon -

of micro-chimerism: that.
enables trans-placental bi--
‘directional  cell. exchange 4

y between the ‘foetus ‘and the-
“mother. Fetal microchimeric:

cells tend to stay behind in

‘the mothér’s:body, grant=:

ing the mother-child bond a
deeply ‘embedded enduring .
quality. T understand this well

“as. a*grief specialist. And.T
| know this intimately wellasa-
.-1 humbly urge the’ con-,
o cemed authorities” and ‘cul-’
"~ . tural bodies to recognize and

bereaved mothermyself who
‘also miscarried thrice:
‘Nonetheless, the thera- -
peutic ritual of ‘Bereaved
Mother’s Day” offers balm,
however tiny, to-allow: this
wreénching grief t0 be recog=
nized and healed.- This day
allows grrevmg mothers their
due space in the collectrve
consciousnéss-of the main- -
stream sotiety, that inno way -
competes with”or disrupts
the joy of popular Mother’s
Day. Instead it softly seeks -
‘its own tiny space alongsrde
* | just'so ‘the invisible ‘pain -
of grieving mothers can be".
acknowledged and allowed :
a healthy expressron :
- Motherhood is a trying
journey ‘anyway. The pain

imaginably harder. Its- grief
lingers over years, decades,

| sometimes an entire lifetime. .-

If left unrecogmzed unad--; :
“dressed and unhealed, the - -

grieving brain and. body can. .

- keep the ‘score.’] therefore .
call upon you to please offer - ,

-Compassionate companion-’
ship to any-grieving mother

- you know; espécially on the

.‘Bereaved Mother’s day’;

Mothers
desrre :

* You may ask‘.how?;Well s
you donotneed tobe a grief ..
expert to companion some- -
-one,in their grief, -You just -
need a genuinely compas- .7
sionate and ¢ caring heart.and. "

-mind. Allow. your: inherent: ~ -

_sensitivity to be your guide: - -
in the ‘here and now’ space ...
* and time of; your interaction. -~
with them. Please know " -
you-do not need fo fix their - -
-grief or help them feel bet-"

ter:: You just need to-hold a '
safe ‘space for thém where -

‘their vulnerabilities find a - .
safe, healthy expression and, -~

their inner guide begins.to . =
. show up; Grief after-all'is

- just ariother expréssion’ of i
love, An expression in la-
. ment albeit. Please avoid

-saying “it is God’s will”

‘How:do you think'a griey--.

‘ing parent’s anguished mind .- =

“would: reconcile /with’the "

traumatizing reality that they: -
“have to. outlive their child!" ‘-

"“Be strong”; “be brave”, ‘let - |
move on” and “stheis
in a better place™ —:are‘all: |
-unkind and unhelpful cliches

99 ¢hs

. go”, !

. and sermons that I urge you e

to pIease avoid;:
“Time heals.”

SWellt Not
qurte ‘In most: cases of ul-:.

timate bereavement,.time .

“may not bring clostre. Love

abides. And. bemg the cry e -

:song-of love, so does'grief.’ -
aslong: .~
as there are no pathological. .-
‘complications in whichcase:’
‘professional help: should -~
ssurely be taken. But if you, “.
'see grief abrdmg with time,
-avoid sermonising or pushing
~'them to hasten or force-close. -

“And that is fine too, as

Gaap -

: their grief process: This way,
you may unwittinglyendup = -

‘triggering guilt; shame or -

o self-doubt, and cause them’ "~

to self-rsolate ‘withdraw: "
‘and § g0 quiet. The goal )
“your grief companioning:
should instead'be to help: -
them stay open, and grieve ',
in a healthy way, without. " .~
" fear of judgment, shame or- =
~sermon. If you show up.in.

-a compassionate and ‘mind-- " |

fully present way —you will "

notice that slowly their grief. .*

may begin:to soften:and .-
transform: itself, sometimes: -

.even into a- deeper purpose. i

_or higher mission.: . * s
- Intriguing; yet true, the

worst fear of a grieying par- -

ent; more'so of a: mother,

is that their”child will be
“forgotten: And- their most .*

‘cherished-secret: hope iS00

~that- the -world: will:not' just o
‘remember but honour. and

celebrate their gone-child." .
If you truly mean fo care. for-

“:a-grieving parent; start by . -
‘talking_about their forever- -
child. Ttisonlya mrsconcep— :

tion that mentioning their

deceased child will trigger. -

QT 1ntens1fy bereaved’ par-’
ents’ grief. The truth is that

“nothing heals their grieving -
_heart and mind as lovingly as.

‘the assurance that the world ~
‘remembeérs their mortally, -

‘absent, yet eternally present "

child. Be ‘gentle; patient, -

-'mindful, compassionateand - -
.responsive ‘of-course; and
kindle conversation' about ™.
.their deceased child. Be-, -
reaved ‘mothers kecp their, ™
.child alive.in"the stories . -
‘theylove to.tell jor:;hear: ;-
~’of and about their. child.

.~'They deserve toywant to and

seek to keep their: mother-
hood alive. And the warmest -
way you can help is by let-

ting them hear their: child’s’

name. Th1s ‘International ;'
Bereaved: Mother’s Day’ ..
:(3rd May, 2026), please get -
~over your anxiety, awkward- .
‘ness, doubt or hesitation. ..~
"Create a safe space where a .
‘gtieving mother can tell you
~her story, allow her griefan

“expression, .and, let her pain
find' therapeutic and trans-

“formative support in your; den

compassmnate presence

-(The author — Dr: Nee-

‘naVerma'is a Resilience,.

. Grief & Post-tranmatic
:Growth Specialist, Appre-- -
ciative Inquiry Expert, and .

“‘a: best-selling author of
-three books. Reach her at ', -
' Qgrowwtthneena@gmatl
com) B

,;‘,
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- gained ground and will take, the reins of governance. i
N The Commurnst Party/Pa

,,,,,

o ‘seen that when in power even the Communist par-

,' tive inroads into Kerala and Tarml Nad

-

“Artis anythmg people do wzth distinction.”
. — Louis Dudek
The Shillong Times
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State Election Results

- NEVER have state assembly election results been

so hyper-ventilated as they were on Monday May

4. There was excitement in the air especially about

the election results of West Bengal, Tam11 Nadu,

and Kerala assembly seats. Assam was a'foregone

conclusion as the issues flagged much before the:

elections by Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma—

revolving around Jati, Mati, Bheti (meaning identity,

land and homeland)—resonated ‘with a population-
long told that illegal immigration is the bane of As-

sam and that the: state’s resources were bemg used

to service non-deserving illegal migrants, mainly.
Muslims. The passing of the Citizenship Amendment

Act(CAA)and the 1mplementatron of the National -
" Register of Citizens (NRC) left many Bengah Mus-

lims without documents still langulshlng in Jarls
across Assam, The CAA was a redeemer for many

a Bengali Hindu.who was a victim of the atrocltress
‘inflicted by the then East Pakrstan regime and later
Bangladesh as they could secure Indian.citizenship.

The CAA was a masterstroke by the BJPand a balm
~ for Bengah Hindus and Muslims who were targeted
during the Assam Movement of 1979-1985 because

- of the fear of demographic change especially in the

Barak Valley. When the BJP under Himanta Biswa-
: Sarma targeted the Bengah Muslims, Bengali Hindus

" supported him and the BJP wholeheartedly. That the

Congress supremo of Assam;, Gaurav Gogoi himself
lost the Jorhat seat reflects the poor:: state of the Party

.and its electoral preparedness vis a vis the BJP. .

- In West Bengal the Special Intensive- Revrew
. (SIR) of electoral rolls, which excluded 90 lakh vot:
ers (of whom 63% were Hindus and 34% Mushms)

' was a major reason for Mamata Banerjee's defeat.

However, pohtlcal analysts also attribute the defeat
_of Mamata Banerjee and the Trinamool Congress to
*her dictatorial style of functioning and the string of

- rape cases that suggest poor enforcement oflaw and
_order in the state. Perhaps the voters of West Bengal
- voted for real change. In Tamil Nadu we see a classic

antl—lncumbency factor. The ATADMK lost after 10

years in power. Tamil actor Joseph C Vijay of the
““Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) is emerging as
the new ruling dispensation in the state. What Tamil
Naduhas proved, however, is that national partres
* (BJP; Congress) will remain secondary players

" InKerala the Left has lost its place of pride even
_as the’ Congress-led United Democratic. Front has

es seem to have finally

‘ties can be as corrupt as any: other party which is
- what the Pinarayi Vij ayan Government was seen to
“be domg Naturally people rejected the- Party. In: a
" progressive state like Kerala, no political party can
take the people for granted and that goes for. Tamil
" Nadu'too: Besides, elections in India are less about
-anational wave and more about distinct poht1ca1 cul-:

‘tures shaping the outcomes state by ; state; certainly, |

the southern states. vote differently from those in the
- north, west and east. The BJPisyet to make substan-;

~ THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2026 |

’ “laureate of himanity.”

~ Ever since the advent of °

| civilization, -poets and phi-
losophers have, as springs of

W,AM e va‘-:o‘». S

Gurudeyv Rablndranath Our Revered Po Plymath

By Debasish Chowdhury

wisdom, been steering man’s | across conitinents have Ben-

moral journey and servicing-
their emotional wants. Us-.
ing their gifted talent, many -
of them have relentlessly
strived to redraw the moral
boundary. and the. cultural
hegemony suffocative of -
natural human 11berty At
times, they had even spear-
headed revolutions. seeking -
to overthrow the oppressive
order.’ Right from' the start;

they have been humanlty s

conscience keepers.:

-‘Drivenand dictated by the -

high-end technology of the.
contemporary. era in:which -
the intérnet and social media
consume a dxsproportlonate

‘quantum -of daily-time;" the;

habit of reading at leisure has -
come down drast1cally To
enjoy readlng poems:while;

‘basking. in the warmth of a'

miorning Sun is out of vogue
these -days. Latest ¢lectron-:

{ ic-gadgets now substitute
_printed books. Reading as

an invitation. to reflect has
‘become apassé. -

In this eastern part of our
ancient land, however, the ..
months of Aprll/May still’

hold-'special significance. «
.The combined impact-of. "
Assamese—Bengall New Year

‘and Tagore birth anniversary.
celebrations at this time of
the year revs.up a ﬂurry of

cultural activities-in the re-".
| gion and even beyond. For..

‘about a century now, Tagore,
-no matter whether one reads’
his works and appreciates -
‘his' worldview -or not, has*:
remained-a hterary-cultural
icon of Asian heritage.-De-.
spite the socio-political and
cultural boundaries thatkeep .
:the people of the region
,segregated from. each: other; -
Tagore's: stature has so far-.
remamed inviolable.".
~'Born on May 07, 1861
Tagore, the youngest of four.
teen siblings, eventually
grew up as a poet par.excel-

lence, a composer, anovelist,
‘a natlonallst a painter, an"

-educationist and aboveall'a
-great humanist who refiised -
to be caged by narrow bound-
aries of bigotry. A versatile
gemus that he ‘was, Tagore
single- ‘handedly claimed-™

“a unigue

‘literary atlas for India, then
-a colonised land. To Will
‘Durant, the noted American
philosopher, Tagore was the

- "All over the.world, about
270-280 million people today 7
speak in Bengali:Belonging
to the classical Indo~Aryan:
¥ group of languages, Bengali ";
.1s the:seventh most spoken:
‘of languages. India accorded *

it the status of a- classrcal' :

tters to the Editor

improved. patrolling and a

all upon authorities to. ac
- immediately | to protect th

Edrtor , , £

" Through your esteemed Development '
- paper, I would like to draw .-
“the attention of the authori- at What COSt"
ties concerned-about the i
problem faced by the people - Edltor i ,",

afthe villages along the East
Jaifitia Hills on the Ban--

gladesh border. For several
years, crop trespassing.and
theft have been reportedly
carried out by groups of a
* ‘few armed intruders, thought

to be forergners “who enter -
. privateareca nut (betel nuts). -

plantations, When any crops

arg stolen from the private

plantations, it becomes a
cause for great concern, as
most of the families depend

" on betel nut cultivation for-
their livelihood. Many peo- -

ple-were unable to survive
at all. These intruders are
. getting bolder, threatening
and abusing the villagers and

the night watchmen who try ©

to stop them from crossing
the village. They are creating

a climate of fear among the"
 .villagers, who are not even

safe on their own land; as
they-do not know what to

" expect.

I therefore sincerely re-

quest the Government of

Meghalaya, and the Central

_Government ta undetstand-

the seriousness of this issue,
and act accordingly: and in

time. In matters relating to .
‘security, the views of the.’
‘people living in border ar-::

‘eas must be considered. In

order for peace and security

Our’ state is a land of

“flowing rivers, cascadxng1
. waterfalls, and serene land-
, scapes-——grfts thatno amount

planned.Iéng-term plan: for:
ecurity. Until that time, I

‘to be secured there must be - I

. purpose. Policies must
ensure that local transport

systems are strengtheped and.
fairly :integtated so, that “our

ople benefit directly.:
Beyond. infrastructure;

there is-a. deeper nee
vestment-in education. Real
evelopment is not measured
by, buildings alone, but by -
the empowerment of people.
By strengthening our educa-.

o tion sector, we prepare a gen-
~ eration capable of sustaining

“progress with’ wrsdom and

iy respon51b111ty T

If we arg. not: careful

" we risk trading our “natural

of money can recreate, These -

‘naturfal freasures ate.not
just scenic backdrops; they -
are the very identity of our

“'people ‘and the-foundation

~ of our tourism. We.are-not -~

opposed to development.

But development without .. "~

direction is.destruction in
disguise. The question: we

must ask is simple: who -

truly- benefits from the kind -
.-of development we are pur-
‘suing? o
While mvestments are be- RE

ing channelled into large ho- -, -

tels and commercial projects,
the basics remain neglected.
Roads leading to many tour-

ist destinations are still in” |
~of the concerned authorities )

poor condition, making trav-
el difficult and discouraging
visitors. Improving connec-

tivity should be the first step -

toward meanmgful progress.

Equally concerning.is the :
state of our transport system.

A szgmficant number of

“tourists. arrive in thelr own

vehicles from neighbouring

states, leaving our local taxi.
‘operators with little share in -
" the growing 'tourism econ-".
omy.-If development. does -

not create opportunities for

.. wealth and commumty wel-
© fare for short-term gains. De-

“velopment should preserve
what. we- have, uplift-who

w111 become .
Yours etc

Donald Albert Kurbah
s Mawphlang

,Ganol Rlver
~InA Sorry -
. State; Needs .
Interventmn

e

o Edltor,

: 'Through the columns of -

your esteemed newspaper, -
I'wishto draw the attention

to the alarming condition of
the Ganol River:near Tura,
“particularly in the vicinity
of the Ganol Hydro Electric
'Power Project.

was- disheartened to wit-

- ness the tiver flow reduced

_drastically, leaving several‘
‘stretches nearly dry. Rivers

are vital to thé ecological

_balance of our environment,

~of Tagore’s works in diff
ent European languages. 7+

' -1y translated- amongst th

lace of honour:

- we are; and secure what we,
' “‘essary ‘steps will-be taken

-During a recent vrsrt i

gali as primary. academic
djscipline in their campuses.

. Two of the sovereign nations.

in the modern world have
- their national anthem com-
posed in this language

1t’s fairly ancient origin’

notwithstanding (the ‘Insti-
tute of Language Studies and -

‘Research, Kolkata (ILSR)

"in a 2024 research publica- -
tion claimed that 51 Bengali.

words were found in a dic-

‘tionary complied in 782 AD -

* by Chinese poet Li-Yen: Ref:
Wikipedia), Béngali came-
.- to'worldly: llmellght mostly

“after Tagore’s: collection

of verses entitled Gitanjali

.made its first appearance in

. :English under the title ”Song -

. Offerings.”-For this limited -
edition 1912 publlcatlon of -

- the Indian society, London, -
Tagore was awarded the No- -

bel prize-in November 1913.

as’ its. first Asran herltage

recipient, -’ ;
Released at a tire when a

,restlve socio- pohtlcal setup

in.Europe that was then
“standing only -few months

~-away from' what the history

would .eventually record as
the First World War; ‘Songy’

~.Offerings! as also its com-
.poser Tagore appeared unto

Europe ‘as a dense mix of
oriental wisdom and spiri--

“a-serene. tranquil which it
was sorely missidg at tha

~moment. The craving for

-exotic’ oriental mystlcr

.'s0 intensely that it witnessed -
-asudden‘surge in translatios

‘Qne-of the. nmiost wide

Bengah 11tterateurs, Tag-
ore’s works:had since been™
translated to ‘English, Dutch;
:German, Spanish, Italian, be-:

- sides host of other European *

Janguages. The intense afte:
- impact of “Song: offerings
inspired scores of illustrious

u personalltles, to.name a few,

.Czech Indologist:Vincenc::
_Lesny, French Nobel: laure
© ate Andre Gide,;Russian poet

Anna atov.

.- Ecevit, formerly Prime ‘Min-.

ister, Turkey amongst others”

to undertake translatlon

‘Tagore’s works, -
Literary titans hke Chll

“‘eans Pablo ‘Neruda:and:
_Gabriela Mistral;> Mexican

: Octavio-Paz,. Spamards José
riéga Gassef; Zenobia

Camprub1 and Juan Ramor
ménez opting to undertake

_translation of Tagore’s'work -

‘in_their own.respective lan=
guages on their own volition -

ore’s influence on-Hispanic

he: 1mportance of: renew-
‘ablé energy prOJects is.well -
g recogmsed their 1mpact on:

“aquatic ecosystems cannot

-be overlooked. It-is under-"

: stood that this period:co-.

incides with: the- breedlng
<season. of local fish species,

. of water may severely affect -
their natural life cycle =
-In-view of the above, the

i authorltles ‘concerned, may

kindlytake necessary. steps

‘1o regulate water discharge

-and ensure a'minimum eco-"

Y loglcal flow; especially dur- -

.ing sensitive. periods. A bal- -

“ anced approach is imperative -
‘to ensure that development .

““does not come at-the cost -

‘of env1ronmental sustam- :
= ﬁdently and ¢ expressing ideas

clearly are not given much-
:'importance, and this affects

-ability.. :
I sincerely hope that nec-

at the earliest to safeguard |

the Ganol River and it's sur- g

roundmg ecosystem
[ Yoursetc,
: Dana Marak
v Tura

Can We Dop, ; ;

Somethmg
- to. Groom - °
UPSC ,CSE -
Asplrants

. Edltor ‘ k
~_Apropos your ed1torlal

- titled ‘Drought-of UPSC

Qualifiers’ published on

" May 2, 2026, the. concern
“ over-our state’s inability to -
“produce even a smgle IAS
-or-IPS ‘officer since 2013
.- deserves attention. I do feel
“we should look  beyond the -

outcome and get to the root

 of the problem. As rightly
sustammg life and support- ...
. mg local blodlversuy Whlle g

pomted out in the editorial;
one ma_]or ‘issueis  that-our

tualism representative of -

coming right from the pen i .
_of an oriental polymath had-
"appealed to the then Europe

. repetitive dead hab1ts true
. freedom, felt Tagore, would

' before the west, ‘given E
~“rope’s the, then tense soci

speaks eloquently of Tag-
~as‘poet also took ‘a"drastic

.and’such sudden depletion..

:hterature Durmg hlS 150th

birth anniversary celebra-.

* tions, Bengali department of

Warsaw University, Poland
published an Anthology of

‘Tagore’s works which, unlike
- ‘most of the othér such’ works;
-was a direct translation from
:orrgmal Bengali to Polish:
‘Tagore’s. literary cre-’

atrons, amongst other forms;

also include some 3000 odd -
v151onary sense ‘of rational-
ity. The latent, but.innate |,

songs. Listeners across cul-

tures experience a deep emo- - -

tional resonance with his:

songs. Popularly referred to”, ;

as Rabindra' Sangeet, these

‘are a unique blend of poetry
'and philosophy, :Tagore’s
" Iytic and tunes are delicate .
‘expressions oflove, long- -

ing, devotion.and: nature:

- steeped in spirituality. With
‘remarkable subtlety, they can -
-balm ariguish,: inspire-hope -
and-awaken’introspection..*
' Transcendmg spatial bounds. .
‘and. through' generations
. that have followed; Tagore’s -
.-works do spur an anxiety of -
‘mﬂuence that ‘inspires both"
“a visceral churning and-a“
wholehearted; passionate: -
“embrace.In his native Ben-
- gal;-Tagore was adored ‘as.
_abard: of rare dexterity and -

also.as an ardent nationalist.::
On the global stage, his west-
ern admirers like W. B. Yeats

Tagore as
‘of:mystic oriental ‘wisdom.
In reality; Tagore was hardly,
an apt fit'in.either- of’ these

~-of oppressions and misrule .

. perpetrated by the colonial. -

rulers arrd,keenly _desired that

remain 1llusory ‘And for that
to-happen; spread ,of proper
education; he felt was'amust
The-aggressive-nationalis

of the occideént:pained: him
deeply -and he did not. want
his India to fall'in that trap

"The idea of the'nation”; he
- lamented, “is one of the most
, powerful anaesthetlcs that

ystic of profound wisdom

and Ezra Pound presented;‘
“profound- fount-*

drooplng “By:1920,0r.so0;

- 'even Yeats, who wrote the‘

- powerful introduction of the
1912 .publication for which
~Tagore was awarded the

~ Nobel prize, too turned intoa |-

-Tagore critic and berated him:
for his self- translated works
~inEnglish. . ;

< Tagore’s poems’ are’ Te-.
plete with references to the

“~universal  divine reflective

of his deep sense of spiritu- -
:alism: But his spiritualism
did in no.way. obfiiscate his

-l

/divisiveness. typlcal of the’
‘organised religions’as hé
had learned from the world'
hlstory was a matter of deep
worry for him, As a passion- -
ate humanltarran, he was
~convinced that it would -do°
1o good to India. Expressmg
his concern on this issue, he,’

- in a letter written'to Gandhi
in 1933 clearly stated; "it-
is- needless ‘to say- that I do
not at all relish the ‘idea of -
“divinity being: enclosed in’

»a brick-and-mortar temple -

for the special purpose of
exploitation by a partlcular
group of people.”: .- -

- Proper effect edu a-
tlon Tagore believed;: could

- be the only antidote. ;to the

- perceived threats. His Sri--
'“Niketan model for education

he’ open air classroom and

“coeducational leatning cam-
“pus; his relentless struggle -

0. bulld Viswa Bharti as a

entre-of . umversal knowl-'}

-dge steeped it hiimanitarian

~ values; his abiding thrust on-| "
deveIOpmga world-cenmc .

curriculum' that would sup-. |
ort and improvise upon |

now1edge base all stand'|:
testimony to his’ endeavours: | ; ¥
atisg humanity i |ens: The weeks leadmg uj

‘to . elections. dre intense; "
charged with rhetoric, hope;- -
‘accusation, and- spectacle,_; '
: Polmcal presence is every-"

 millennia ago, Plato had -
terse take on the poets.’ By :

its' totality .while keeping
the d1versrty that represents_

“India‘intact;
‘Repubh

olding poets: guilty of mi--
esis, emotional fanipula-:

“tion: and ‘also. for presenting |
ead characters-in bad light;-

to. conceded. no space:to

them in his ideal state. Yet,

poets. stayed on through ages
o, help. humanise man.. Gu-

“rudev, Rabrndranath surel

in ‘which he' was presented !

pollttcal context; helped

~~him to gain almost an instant
.reverential acceptance.’But
- that acceptance hardly di

- any good to his image as

¢ poet of the rare’order. With

Alowing: timé, this fervour

~for exotic or1ental mysticist
“however, slowly-waned o

and, with it, Tagore’s image

- education system ‘does not
‘focus enough on critical
. thinking: The UPSC exam,

_as'we know; is not just about

Jbookish knowledge=-it is -
- about clear understanding, -
sharp thinking; and the abil-
-+ ity'to express oneself well.
Sadly, many students are still

“trying to catch up:in these

_“areas. Evén-in many of our "
- well-performing’ schools;
“overcrowded .classrooms
“only add:to the problem:
‘Teachers: have too much-on’
~their plate, and even capable

-students. who_show early -
* promise ‘don’t always get
-proper guidance; Because of -
this, many good students are -
- left behind:

~:Skills like. speakmg con—

‘them later. Another problem ©
“is the lack: of regular guid- -
ance. While institutions like

“the Meghalaya Administra- -
tive:Training Institute are -
trymg their best, more con- -

7 sistent support and mentor-

ing aré still needed. We also

-need to look at-the bigger -
. picture. A-good study habit- .

--regular reading, discipline,

and simple discussions-~"
- really help students. This is
- where we are falling behind,

especially in rural areas. We .

-can-learn fromstates like "
* 'Rajasthan, Bihar, and Uttar" -
Pradesh, ‘where students in
‘many schools are encour-,
-“aged from an early age to’
‘take part in debates, quizzes;
‘and writing. This helpsthem .

think quickly and- express
themselves better. .~ - -
- In many of these places ‘

~students grow up taking.-

. competitive exams seriously. -
Coaching centres, help from { :
“'seniors, and studying.With '
friends  all supports them.

. Cities-like’ Jaipur, Patna,

and: PrayagraJ have become -

s, places. where, students; stay

| the 'views of the writers/

otr beloved. Gurudev, ‘we;;:

ven at the risk.of. belngl
abelled as-insolent; ‘may’

rthaps thank our stars that

resently the Controller of
‘Examinations, .Captaln W‘l—

ersity,; Meghalaya )

focused and keep encourag-
ing each other to.do better.

“1f is. often”seen that. some
students do dream of becom-:
‘ing TAS or IPS officers. But

and’ guldance, this: dream

¢ remains just a dream.-It.

.not that they lack abil-
ity;’
‘right environment. If we cani -
identify-such students early"

‘help, good coaching, and |
‘even small financial support

-can make ‘a big difference..
Simple steps can-alsomake a

* big difference—~-encouraging |
: ’.  teading; helping students use:
thelr time - wisely, and guid--|

"ing them to stay away ‘from
~'too much _screen time. Bit"
by bit, these habits can build
a focused ‘and ;determined |
“mindset, and- I do feel it
“would be a satisfying thing |’
- for many’ of us—including
“myself—to support in any
way We can’in.organising-
suchprogrammes especially
in- rural areas where many
talented students do not get
_the’ facilities  and support
they need to dream big and,
achieve those dreams, Many-
students I have seen are tal-
- ented; they just need proper
guldance and a liftle push'in
the right direction: = ©+ "
“'At-the end of the-day, if
“we get our basics tight and

_’stay on track; the results will

.. follow.-As Robert Frost said,
~we still have many mlles
to go LA ‘ s
. St oYours etc
g Jalraj,
V1a ema11

Artlcles and le?tters ap-
pearmg on this page are

authors and: not that of
The Shzllong Times

‘and the empha51s he accord-" ',
‘ed on. community learnmg, ’

‘they just-don’t get the"’

{ ‘are'not always comfortable.

' The Ink Fades,

But Power Stays

By Ntmrat Ranhotra

The 1nk fades faster'than -
our ﬁngers, quretly, without

‘ens..Group chats that once
debated policies; promises;

important has concluded.
- ‘Butit hasn’t It has only’
begun.:

~This feels especrally vis<
ible around elections in West

they make it unavoidable.

-we expect. A few days after -
votlng, it dlsappears from -~

ceéremony. The conversations
‘gowith it. The urgency soft< -~

For days, attentlon sharp-”' :

can feel deeply 11m1t1ng :
These are not always theA :
stories" that lead: headhnes
- But they- dinger in conversa-
. tions; in silences, and in the u
thmgs people hesitate to say ’

openly: No. governrnent is ¢
beyond criticism, No system -
and: p0551b111t1es fall back
“into_routine.. Somewhere -
between celebratlon and -
dlsappomtment we retumn;
to our lives as if somethlng,v'

rémains healthy without the =
: p0551b111ty of change. +

;a.correction; a fresh start. -
- But'at its core, it represents :

- something simpler. The need -~

for.power to remain account- . -

“able, for authority to-feel
Bengal Here; ‘elections do i
| not just bring politics closer,

answerable, and for people;‘ ;
7tobelieve that governance is~
. .not fixed, but responsive;
Because when that behef [

’ N

“T he weeks leadmg up 0 electzons are
p j' intense, charged ith rhetorzc hope 1 :
accusatzon, and spectacle Pohtzcal presence
s everywhere sometimes. energzsmg

‘ -7», sometlmes overwhelmzng, and at tzm,
'Acoerctve in its perszstence Speeches ar
\analysed allzances are questzoned and
opzmons grow louder And then almost
bruptly, it recedes 1 ﬁnd myself returntng to
’ery update waztzng for what ¢ comes next
T here is a sense that thzs electzon could brmg
a shzft that feels nothmg short of revolutzonary i

,mg, “and ‘at times ‘coercive

questroned and“oprnlon
'grow louder:: * :
“And then, almost abrupt

'returnmg to! every update
‘waiting for. what come:

‘this ¢lection could bring a
shift that feels nothing short
-of revolutlonary, 1ot sjust

.up, a visible climax, and a-
definite end. We follow cam-

not ]ust in outcome, but in what it mtght reset 2 ‘

‘mg, sometlmes overwhelm-

in‘its per51stence Speechesﬁ
are analysed, alliances -are

’ly, it recedes.’I ﬁnd myself*>

‘next. There.is a senise that -

in outcome, b t’1n what 1t'\ ;
_ fmlght reset :

' We have learned to treat‘
democracy like -an‘event. *
‘Something with a clear build

paigns,  argue over candi-- -
»| dates, and form oprnrorrs that .
.| feel ‘urgent-and necessary.

1-Once results: are declared,”
| we step away,i as if ‘ our' rrole, :

weakens partrcrpatlon:be-’:.‘ -

than meaningful. Elections.
give'us amoment of choice. -

matter after the moment has!., S
- passed. - ~

Perhaps that is. why‘a
tention' drops ‘after résult:
Staymg engaged requires.

what does not’ unmedrately i
: ‘demand attention’ e
- To dismiss thesé concerns
as éxaggerated  would be-
easy. But-it would also be :
~futile.. Because democracy
does not weaken in its loud-:

- est moments. It weakens in
the long, quiet stretches that =
follow; . when; participation -
 is replaced by distance, and - . -
observatlon gives way tof‘fﬂ

.,;assumptron . i
It is easier to- debate

'observe after. it: Easier.to

_choose a side: than to ques-. -

i'tlon what that 51de becomes e

“Perhaps that is

.anda wzllmgness fo

; lmmedzately demand attentzon To dtsmzss .
'these concerns as exaggerated would be easy Y

But zt would also be futzle Because democracy o
and :guide them properly; |-+ e
‘things can improve. T nnelyf

why attentton drops.; :

» after results Staytng engaged requlres more

without the right support v(than oplmon It requzres patzence conszstency, i

nottce what does not

.does not weaken inits loudest moments gt
weakens in the long, quzet stretches that
follow when partzczpatzon is replaced b
¥ dzstance and observatzon gzves way. to }
( ssumptzon Ttis easzer to debate before'an -,f‘f"‘
l’electzon than to observe after tt e

rh been fulfilled.
“But governance does not
jwork like that.:

“decisions that rarely trend,
‘in pohcres that do not domi-,
nate: conversatlons and n
systems that'shape daily life
without announcing' them- *
-selves. Tt is 'in these quieter -

sure:of léadership begins: -
It is -also where- questions'.

harder to ask.In recent years,"
-concerns around political..
-culture in West Bengal have.
not only been about pohcy,
but about how power is
experienced on the -ground
| through local dominance, -
pressure, and a sense that po-
litical presence extends into ~
‘everyday life in ‘ways that -

The persistence of political -
intimidation’ at -local-levels

,and the-normalisation of ag--

gressive partisanship have,

| created an epvironment that

ot s slower, quletef and;
~far less visible. It tinfolds in

spaces ‘that the:real mea- .-

‘of accountability become -

“in power Easwr to speak m, .-
‘moments of intensity thanto .-

“quiet; But: democracy does
not depend only on moments :
of intensity: Tt depends on " *

* what follows them. Because . .

governance: shapés more.”
than elections-ever can.:It:

shapes the conditions people. s
live in, the systems they -
rely on, and the-boundaries - * -

within which- they speak e
work, and exist. - £
. The ink fades The con-; .
versations shift: The urgency - -
dissolves. -And in that space,
‘between what we ‘express .
“and what we continue to -
observe,: democracy éither
deepens, or quietly distances.
itself from the:people:it is -
‘meant; to serve. Maybe the -
real question is not just who
« governs.next, but whether

":governance itself continties

to feel accountable, vxslble, :
“and open to.change. -

We show up for the vote. -
What happens after’ should
matter just as much. - T
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The idea of a new gov-;‘ e
,emment is;often’ framed as.’.
a-dramatic’ Shlft a break;

gins to feel symbolic rather -

‘Goverriance tests whether
that choice ' continues to

more than opinion. It-re-=
“tquires pat1ence, con51stency,, D
and.a w1lll!ngness to ‘notice:-

‘before an electlon than'to =

. remain aware in momentsof .’
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“Askzng the right questions takes as much
sktll as gtvzng the rzght answers ,
, ' Robert Half
The Shlllong Times

SHILLONG, WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026 -

Peoples’ mandate? Partly yes
THREE governments have been voted out —
lock stock and barrel -- in an impressive asser—
tion of the democratic system of governance.
The Congress gained Kerala and the BJP West
Bengal, while Tamil Nadu produced a hung as-
“sembly. Elsewhere; in Assam the BIP retained
its position for the third term; and the alliance
of a regional party and the BJP remained unas-
sarlable in tiny Puducherry, The Left citadel of
Kerala crumbled like a pack of cards, its as-
- sembly presence reducing to one-third this time
compared to the 2021 results. The chief ministers
of West Berigal and Tamil Nadu Mamata Baner-
~jee and MK Stalin, were humbled in their own

~ constituencies, while Kerala’s P1naray1 Vijayan

trailed in the counting tlll the first six rounds,
after which he regamed composure. Such was
. the resolute manner in which. the democratlc
process unleashed a storm this time.

-This bodes well’ for. democracy Govern-
ments must. change; and so should leaders, as

_in the Unrted States where law does not allow |-

" a President to hold office for more than two
-terms. In India, no rule binds politicians, who
have formed into a class by themselves. These
“men go on and on till they end: up‘in theirgraves.
‘Banerjee and- MK Stalin governed their states.
in moderately good ways and have not faced
huge corruptlon or other scandals. Their. undo-
‘ing, in part, was the dynasty tilt they gave to:
~their governance and-parties-- the Trinamool
Congress and the DMK. Banerjee a spinster,.
horsted her nephew Abhlshek Baner]ee to be:
“her second-in-command.: He is believed to'

- have handpicked the- candidates for the TMC;

‘with a'view. to eventually ‘taking full-control.
. This caused huge heartburns in the party. The.
- Special Intensive Rev151on of the voters list
by the election comm1ssron eliminated some 9
~‘million *“fake” names. This was mostly to the

-disadvantage of the TMC. A'section of Muslims |

gal’s>shift runs deeper - than :

‘turned against the ruling party with a senior

commumty leader breakmg away from BanerJ ee,,

-and form1ng his own party. Time i is running out
for the 71-year—old leader, while the BJP’ used-
“every stick in its armour to humble her.
In Tarml Nadu, young actor Vijay whrpped up
“the asplratlons of youths with the formation of
anew party, Tamilaka, Vettri Kazhagam (TVK),
~and drew massive crowds. This was a mani-
festation of* the people’s urge to'see a changej

 after they lived underthe rules of the DMK and |

ATADMK for: two generations. Stalin’s undoing
was also the way he: sought to promote his son-
Udayan1dh1 in the party and the mlnlstry at the

. expense of other senior: party leaders. While

Stalin was encouraged in politics'by his father-
MKarunanldhl times are changlng and people

_are more’ assertlve now. The imperious styles |

of Stalin, as also’ Pmarayl Vljayan in Kerala,
" too proved to be their undoing. They conducted
themselves in ways. ﬁttlng the Raja-Praja cul-
“ture. The Congress has reasons to. cheer: the"
party got a third-southern state’ under its grip,

‘fledgling party,”
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), =
‘has shattered the Dravidian
‘duopoly: that governed the:

while it failed mlserably in Assam as also Bengal
and Tamil Nadu. - v

- Letters to the Editor ;.52

The S5-Month
- Siege of the

unsightly; they are hazardous..
- . With no proper barficading.
.ot lighting, these éxcava-
-~ tions pose a severe risk to life

Seven Set- - and limb, especially as the
' e . . .. . pre-monsoon showers: begrn s
Cr]nol]ne *‘to turn. these ‘open pits into -
- invisible traps. The marrow-
ROad " deep frustration of the public -
- -.is palpable as they are forced -
Edltor, . - to navigate jagged edges and

What began in December . narrow ledges just to move

.. vital residential artery.

as a promise of improved .

~.urban infrastructure has trans-

_ formed into a gruelling land-: -

scape of neglect for the resi-
dents of Laban and Kench’s,

Trace. For five' months, the -
- stretch of road running from -

" Seven Set School to the Crino-

line Swimming Pool, adjacent

to the Survey of India, has
remained a shattered ruin of

open trenches and stagnant

progress.” What was meant to

_be a routine drainage upgrade -

“has instead become a perma-
‘nent "void* in the mlddle ofa

A Pedestrian Minefield :
For the students of Seven Set

“* School and the daily walkers

<-heading toward the Crinoline -

- area, the path is no’ longer
“a public thoroughfare but a
tactical obstacle course. The -~

"huge holes" left behind. by
contractors’ are not merely

through their’ own nelghbor-

hood. "

cal architecture into a series
of inaccessible islands. People
who have parked their cars in

front of their gates for decades -
now find themselves in a state -

of logistical paralysis.. With

the road's surface excavated:
- and lcﬁ in a state of "structural -
. pressure,”-finding a safe spot
‘to leave a vehicle has become "

" :'Shillong cannot afford this *

a daily struggle, forcing resi-
dents to park blocks away and

trek through the mud to reach
“"their homes. .

- The Silence of the Rang—
bah Shnong : Perhaps the

most stinging aspect of this

Logistical Paralysrs for
Residents-: The residents liv--
" ing in the immediate vicinity
of the Survey of India are
bearing the heaviest burden. ’
“The unfinished works have
effectively redesigned the lo--

Fall of two reglonal pillars Mamata and Stahn weakens fight for Federal Indla

BJP under PM Narendra Modi fully set for

~ coming polls Wlth its centrahsed agenda
By TNAshok

The verdict from India’s

sprawling five-state'assem- =

bly ‘elections of 2026 has
redrawn the country’s - po-

had anticipated. What began '
as a routine electoral cycle

Puducherry has culminated
in something far more con-
sequential: a' consolidation
of power for- the Bharatiya

»,cessors he has done soinan"
litical map with a force few '

across West Bengal, Tamil -
Nadu, Kerala, Assam and -

era where national currents
intersect more forcefully
with regional aspirations.

‘nals that even ‘deeply roote
" political cultures are not im-

Janata Party and a simultane- .

ous disruption of entrenched

regional, strongholds that

‘once defined India’s federal

political character, .
. This strengthens the BJP's

Sabha elections where. the

mune to disruption. For the!
BJP, which ‘has ‘historically. -

struggled to gain a foothold

in the state, Vijay’s rise pres-
ents both an opportunity and

a challenge: an opportunity--
to-weaken Dravidian domi-:

., nance, and a challenge in

- managing a powerful new
hands. after the recent Rajya 5

when over 60 seats were de-

cided: Anotheér 73 seats will

be decided. next year,. and
the upper house has always -

"been apain for all parties
| to muster enough strength.
| to pass critical legislations
-- GST, UCC, CAA are all - =
thorny issues’ wh1ch proved o
,drﬁ"rcult to negotiate. RIS
At the center of ‘this. =

upheaval stands Narendra

"Modi, whose party’s perfor-
- mance—particularly in Ben-:.*

gal—hasnot only altered the

but; also. set ‘the” stage ‘for'a

longer—term ‘political contest .-
. that riow stretchies toward the :
. ,2029 general election.. ~ .~ -
The most-dramati¢ shift: o
‘has occurred in West.Ben- | ¥
gal, where the BIP appears -

to have achieved what once*
seemedlmprobable breach- -~
ing the fortress.of Mamata -
Kerala, the Congress-led"

Banetjee and her All India:

-Trinamool Congress. The =
‘BJP secured 206 seats out of

the total assembly. strength :
of 294 riding a wave that
blended welfare: recalibra-
‘tion, organizational muscle,:

‘“and a sharpened political
‘narrative aimed -at dislodg-
‘inga decade-and-a—half-old
~..comes:may-appeéar routine. °
“ics w1th1n the*BJP could

regime: !
“The" symbohsm of Ben-

seat tallies. For decades, the

" state’résisted the BJP’s idéo-
‘logical exparision, firstunder.
- Left rule and later under Ba- "~
‘netjee’s populist-nationatist
“-| hybrid. Its fall now marks."
-the erosion of yet another :

regional citadel, reinforcing

‘fegional player who ‘may
‘ " not align seamlessly with its -
BJP consolidated its strength : ' '

natlonal agenda.

" Elsewhere; the results
 reinforced existing trends. -

In Assam, the BJP-led al-

liance extended ‘its domi- -

nan_ce,,‘securing ‘a‘ ’decisive

datlon and leverage They

- reinforce his:narrative of
. political invincibility while °
. providing strategic depth
Tamil Nadu’s verdict sig- -

ahead of future contests. At

.75, and ‘approaching 79 by,
' the time of the 2029 election,
- Modi remains the BJP’s most

potent electoral asset.”
“Yet-his dominance also’".
mtersects with an undercur- -

“rent.of tension within the

broader ideological family:

‘The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
- Sangh (RSS), the BIP’s ideo-.
~logical parent; has périodi-"

cally signalled a preference
for generational: transition.
The 2026 victoties, however;
strengthen Modj’s position to*
resist such pressures, at least

“in the near term. The questlon

is not whether succession .

"‘w111 occur but whcn——and

.- and her All India Trinamool Congress The . outconie ofthe Uttar Pradesh

) 'BJP secured 206 'seats out of the total. assem= -
immediate balance of power ~ -

T he most dramatzc shtft has occurred i

, West Bengal where the BJP appears fo have
"~ achieved what once seemed zmprobable' :
breachzng the fortress of Mamata Baneiyee B

bly strength of 294 rzdmg a wave that, blended
welfare recalibration; organzzatlonal muscle; .
“and a sharpened polzttcal narrative azmed at'

dlslodgmg a decade and—a half old regzme :

mandate that underscored
the continuing resonance of
identity-driven- politics. ‘and

development:narratives. In

United Democratic FrontTe-
‘gained momentum, restormg
the state’s familiar pattern of -

alternatrng power.. Puduch-

erry, meanwhile; dellvered
contmulty under. a regional -

“formatron ahgned W1th the

L BIP

Ind1v1dually, these out-

. Collectrvely, they contribufe -

to-abroader consolidation;:

' the BJP:now' commands’ or:
“influenceés governance.across

a pattern:- powerful state .
leaders with distinct political

-identities are: increasingly,

‘vulnerable to a centralized - : i
. cade. The cumulative effect -

electoral machine: -

If Bengal represented the -

collapse of resistance, Tamil -
Nadu -delivered:a-different -
“gradually tilting toward a

“kind of political earthquake.
“ more centralized structure

The rise of Vijay- and-his

Tamilaga =

~vast swathes of India;’ frof

the: Gangetrc heartland 10
the eastern seaboard and the
northeast :

-The 2026 electrons have .
' effect1ve1y weakened two ™
prominent regional léaders—*,
-“if not'managed’ carefully,~

Banerjee and Stalin—adding *:
to a list of diminished state- -
level figures over the past de~

is unmistakable:‘India’s po-
litical system; once deﬁned
by-strong regional poles, i is

This shift carries profound
implications. Regional par-..

‘ties have: -historically acted: -

~.‘as counterweights to national

state for over half a century.
- The defeat of M. K. Stalin-

Kazhagam marks not Just

an electoral loss but.a gen-

'and the ‘Dravida Munnetra. f

dominance; shapirg coalition

: pohtrcs and moderating pol- -
* ‘toral landscape. Chiefamong .
them is the evolvmg geopo-

icy directions. Their decline -

~reducés the complexity of -

erational rupture. Like earlier -

cinematic* figures ‘who tran-’

has tapped into a potent mix

“of charisma, outsider appeal;-
-and anti-establishment senti~” -
. ment: But unlike his prede- -

apparent apathy of the local,
Rangbah Shnong. In our tra- -~
- ditional system of govemance g
‘the Shnong “is supposed to -
act’as.the protective layer
between the residents and the |

“sitioned into  politics, Vjay

India’s political ecosystem,
potentially making:national
-elections more presidential =

in character—centéred ‘on-: -

. leadership rather than local -

‘inefficiencies of government .

“departments.’Yet, in the face:

of this five- month-long -dis-
ruption; the local leadership

“has remained remarkably‘ ;
~“silent.

There is.a, glarlng lack of.

arithmeétic, i :
- For. Modi, the electoral
outcomes offer both va

road; they deserve a leader-.
-ship that' refuses to- accept

-half-finished holes as‘a'way -

of life. Tt is time the concerned -
authorities—and the Rangbah.

-Shnong—fill the void and -
-complete the work before an

avordable tragedy occurs.

* oversight and urgency from -

the Shnong office. Why has

tractors to a rigorous timeline

suggests a.breakdown in the
g8 by to serious - academic concerns’™:

‘very -leadership structure that
residents rely on for protec-
tion: It is one thing for a
govemment/department to be
slow; it is another for the local
headman to watch the ground
bein

" ing immediate restoration. -
‘A Call for ‘Accountability

"architecture of neglect." As

we move-further into the year, -
-the risk of disease from stag-..
- nant-water-and the physical -

danger of these open pits will
only intensify. The residents’

' of Seven Set and‘Crlnolme de-

. the Rangbah Shnong allowed .

_ this project to drift into a state -~
“of permanent incompletion?
- Their failure to hold the con- ,‘

1+ . Yours etc.;’
Name wrthheld on request
: - Via email

NEHU Exams
- & Syllabus -
Concerns

Edltor Se g
I wrsh to draw attentlon

, -affecting undergraduate. stu-

dents of the sixth semester at

- NEHU. The National Educa-

shredded beneath his
peop ¢e's feet without demand-

-tion Policy (NEP) was imple- -

.mented in 2023 in Meghalaya,
“and the present sixth semester
‘students constitute the: first .

. batch under this system. Sirice :
“the first semester, students
- have been facing continuous -

challenges related to extensive *
syllabus load, limited ‘aca= "

- demictime, and lack of proper -

ahgnment in planning.. -

As per the academic ‘cal~ -
endar, classes. for the Even °
semester commenced on 12

."India’s economy. Rising fuel .

serve more than just a broken -

under what condltrons 3

“'Between now’and 2029
lies a critical waypomt the
2027 assembly election’ in”
Uttar Pradesh. As India’s"
“most ‘populous- state' and. -
“a decisive contributor to-:
parhamentary majorltles
Uttar. Pradesh: servesas the

- crucible of national politics. -

- UP throws up 80 parliamen
‘tafy seats ; the'biggest chunk
whrch oﬁen decides who will ™
- be next Prime Minister? ” - -

‘Here, ‘intérnal dynam-

- prove as consequential:as-
opposrtlon strategies: The -
»relationship ‘between Ami

Shah and Yogi Adityanath—=.

“two’ powerful figures: with’
“distinet political bases—has
“been the subject of persistent -
speculatlon Drsagreements
over-candidate selection™
-and- governance. priorities,

-could replicate. the’ frictions
. that contributed to the BJP’s
setbacks in the 2024, general
electlon in'the state.: i
<A divided BIP-in: Uttar
Pradesh would/ offer op-~

posrtron parties’atare open— :

- ing. Conversely, a “unified
campalgn ‘could cement the -
party’s" domlnance and set
the tone for 2029; - B

- :Beyond domestxc pOll-

’trcs, ‘external variables are

poised to shape India’s elec- -

litical situation in the Gulf
. region—a critical ‘source of
India’s energy imports.”

Any sustained dlsruptlon
i oil supplies or escalation :-
i regionaltensions ‘could
have cascading-effects on

February 2026. However,

“theory examinations have
‘been scheduled from:19 May -
- 2026: While university regula--
tions mandate a minimum of -
90 actual teaching days per, -

. semester, the current schedule

 does not appear to reahstrcally
-‘meet this requirement, particu-:
- larly'when Sundays and other. -
‘holidays are considered. .

< Atthe samé time, students®:
_are handhng four ‘honours: -
‘papers with a very extensive

. syllabus. In several subjects,

the syllabus remains. vast.’

and in-many cases.not fully ..

completed due to the lim-

* ited academic timeframe. ;"
. There also appears'to be a

lack of alignment between .
‘the prescribed syllabus and
the availability of academic:’
“resources.. In some “papers, -
topics have. been prescribed- -
without ensuring the: avail=
“ability of sufficient academic
‘material or reference sources,

which makes it difficult for:

ith the -
students to engage, wi < and on behalf of our students

content meamngfully and
- prepare for examinations. .

As a result; students are
being required to appear for
“examinations. without-the
" full coursé being completed

_“This. has been a recurring is=

- sue since earlier semestersas -
f © OC-15° Amcnded,Prov1s1on

.well and continues to affect

:  prove challenging:
‘Energy security, once a |’

“~'contested.

~“small. hopes for the partys
future. (IPA Servzce)

are implemented in a manner

. nations. are conducted.
. ) Yours etc., .

< gron Tamasha.:.!
: costs would feed into mﬂa—"
f tion, eroding household in--
- comes and amplifying public.

discontent. For a government
that has ‘built-its political
brand partly on economic"
*‘management and welfare de--
livery, such pressures could‘

technocratlcconcern, isthus

" “becoming a political vari-

able. Its impact will hkely be

- felt unevenly across regions,
* with urban and middle-class

fvoters partlcularly sensrtlve
- to cost-of- -living increases. -
- Taken together, the 2026

“assembly results suggest
““a political trajectory ‘that

. favors the BJP heading into’

*the next general election:
* The party has demonstrated

its ‘ability to expand‘into-

“new territories, disrupt en--

trenched | reglmes and adapt |
"its messaging to dlverser

- electoral contexts. v

“Yet'the path to 2029 is farr

- from predetermined. Sev-’
*“eral variables will shapé the
" outcome: Modi’s continued’
- centrality versus the push for-

generational: change within

‘the BIP-RSS ecosystem: The

~election and its 1mpact onna-;
“tional momentum. Inflation,
employment and growth tra-

: Jectorles in‘a volatile global’

““environment, The abrhty—or;

a 1nab1hty-of reglonal and ‘
"+ = national ‘parties to forge co-~
‘herent alhances

- What emerges from- thev
2026 elections is not merely.
“a’set of, v1ctor1es and de--
“feats, -hut the outline of a
"new political ‘phase. India
,appears: to_be transitioning:
 from a fragmented; coalition-
 driven system toward a more |-

- centralized-imodel of gover-
nance, anchored by a dorhi- |-
_ nant national party. Whether

this shift proves durable will
depend on forces both within |

} and beyond the control of
—political actors. For now; |-

however the balance has

scendant regronal :
leaders recahbrate -and Mo-»
_di=—emboldened yet facing
“the. inevitabilities of time— .
prepares :for:what could be:
“his most consequentral politi-

“cal test. The 2026 verdict has -
‘not settled India’s political
 future.But it -has unmistak-_
- ;ably changed the terms on

which that futur w111 be'

Dlscontent and frustra-’

“tion has usurped power from"
"two regional satraps -~ Sta-

“lin and Ms Banerjee - - who
desprte good deliveries .}’

-on ‘governance “on welfare | :
-’schemes treated the states
- as their- personal fiefdoms

leadmg to large scale frus-

" tration ‘amongst. the 18 to:

‘40 age group, the gen Z that
~was looking for aspirational
~growth which was being {°
" denied: by families and’dy-

- ‘nasties: Congress that looks
“‘vanquished has ‘staged a’|
-"comeback through the UDF

in Kerala, bringing -some

the academic experience ‘0]
'tudents e M
- “This situation hrghhghts

a gap between prescribed

" academic standards and- their -

implementation. Greater .

alignment between. syllabus’
design,teaching duration,

.and ‘examination schedulmg -
- mind let me now proceed. -

is.necessary. -

S It s requested that the '

“ ¢oncerned . authorities take i

" note of these concerns and:
: *es of NEHU (2025-26) (check . -
_‘the NEHU website), wherein
“NEHU notified that regular. .
“classes for the Even semester -
- “in"colleges are to begin on. .

- ensure that academic policies

that allows proper completron
“of the syllabus before exami- -

) ADas, !
“'Via emall

NEHU

Edltor, ff ; ol
< As concerned stakeholders

*we would like to-bring to the

" _attention of all regarding the-
“anomalies in the functioning

of the esteemed North Eastern. -
Hill Un1ver51ty S Exammatlon
Department.

The NEHU Ordlnance X

voting for whoever will stop

; 1dent1ty

: already written.

- ‘billionaire club. It is almost .
‘ :magrcal in its consistency. -

'under threat.”” == ¢

.on Academic Calendar of the:
- “University -inder, section 26
(1) (q) ofthe NEHU Act 1973

By Robert

Bob’s Banter

Clements -

- The Great Electlon Reli-

" “Who are you votlng for?
he asked me. with great seri-.
ousness, as though the future
of the nation rested delicately -
‘between his teacup and’ my,
-answer. .
“Iwas thmkmg ”Isa1d “of

the unnccessary concretlsmg»

. ,down my road.

“He looked at me w1th p1ty

: Not anger. Not disagreement.
‘Just pity.’As’though 1 had °

completely ‘misunderstood -
‘democracy-and reduced 1t to
potholes and pavements. -
Because, you'see, we' no
longer vote for: roads, water,
education, or hosprtals Those-."
-are minor inconveniences that. <
we have:learnt tolive with. -

They are treated: like back-

ground noise.in a crowded:.
market: The real question, the
one. that now: towers -above

everything else, is far simpler
-and far more dangerous '

" “What is your religion?” -
And thus. begins the Great: -

Election: Rehglon ‘Tamasha, /-

The’ drums "begin first.-Not "
‘real drums, but the ‘constant |
‘beat of speeches, slogans, '
‘and forwarded. messages that -
arrive on our phones with the*
urgency of -bréaking -news’
-and-the accuracy. of fiction:
Leaders take the stage.and *
speak with great passion, Not -,
“about how many schools they- -
will build or how many jobs":
they .will: create, but about:.
how many ehemies they will "
identify.and how many fears
they will awaken.:. ,

. And we, the audlence 51t

. there utterly captivated. We .

clap. We cheer. We forward:
-We argue. 'We feel. involved.

‘We feel important. We feel as |-

‘though ‘we are part .of some-
thing historic. A great battle.
:A noble cause. A defence of -

Meanwhlle the 'cnpt is

Because when the curtam ‘
finally-falls, something as-.
tonishing: happens ‘Nothing'
changes- where it actually
matters . ¢

- The poor remam poor The
'rlch grow richer..

» And a brand new group of
poht1c1ans quietly: j joins the -

-The same man'who arrived
at your doorstep before the - -
“elections, folding: ‘his hands, -
“touching your feet;: speakmg

—of sacrifice and serv1ce now
kmoves past you in“a convoy

“of Cars ‘that-could buy half *
_yo_" ,nerghbourhoo “His
security ‘personnel’ push you -
‘aside-as though you are an

“inconvénience. His children
| study-abroad. His declared -

assets rise like a well watered *:
plant. But his speech remains -
aunchanged.“Your: religion:is |

.- And we nod. :

-:We nod because outrage ,
is easier than responsibility;
It:is far more comfortable to .
feel angry about something'
abstract than to ask questions: -~
about something real. Nobody
wants to ask: what happened '

‘to promises made five years

ago. Nobody wants to ask why

“their area still fidods after'one’

hour of rain, Nobody wants to
ask how a.man who ¢laimed..
to serve the people now hves
like royalty, : 4
" Those are dlﬁicult ques- _
tions.. " :

states that “The University- ©

“will have at least 180 days of -

aétual teaching in a yéar; with -

“at least 90 teachlng days ina:

semester : L
-Keeping- this’ mandate in.

NEHU.issued thé Academ-

sic Calendar for Undergraduate -~

‘Courses for Affiliated Colleg- :

12.02.2026. Keeping in mind. .
the mandated actual teaching -
days of 90 days per semester,

" as stated above, NEHU has is-

Repeated
| Anomalles by

sued a notification dated April .
24, 2,026 bearing.No: AR/ -

“UGIF YUP/Programme/ZOZS

* 5499 notifying Theory exami-

-+ nations for the Even semester :
" from May 19, 2026.

2In hght of the above and -

‘ keeplng in mind the-dates, .

we Tfail to rationalise as.to:

*“how NEHU can schedulg and ©

notify the examination, dates "

o Dangerous questions.
"Questlons that requrre‘l
‘thought PRI
. Rellglon ontheotherhand
frequ1res ‘only emotion. And ..

* emotion isthe most profitable . "
_-¢urrency in any electlon So L

Wwe spend it freely.

- We argue at dlnmg tables R

- We lose friendships, Weavoid " .
-relatives. We divide ourselves ;.
" neatly-into” ‘camps and then " -

-defend those camps ‘with'a .-
. passion we never show for - -
. our own'"livihg condltlons e
We: becomeé ‘warriors in‘a..

battle that- beneﬁts everyone'j S
= except us:: e

And’ whrle we are busy_ o
ﬁghtlng each other; something .
else-is° happenmg quletly in.-

the background

‘Contracts are be1ng81gned b
Deals are being negotiated, -

 Land is being allocated:Mon- -,
sey.is movmg Fortunes arev S

be1ng built::

-But'we do not see any of

" this because oureyes arefixed .~ -

firmly on the stage where the .

Tamasha is in full swing, :

4 “Sometimes T ‘wonder. what FEA
_wouldhappen if, just once, we [

. changed the script. What 1fthe. o
“next time: sorfieone asked us, -

“Who are you voting for?”” We . =

- can show me results.”:
. Imagine the. confusio

‘replled calmly, “The onewho R

“What résults?” They would; : i

 ask; genuinely puzzled.

. “Water that comes-when -

the tap is opened: Roads that ~
:last longer than.a monsoon. " . -

: Schools where teachers dctu- 7 <./

- ally teach. Hospitals where

,,patlents are treated. with. dlg-

Imaglne the 51lence that‘- i

.,would follow.. X Fel
- Becausethe moment ‘we *
“shift the conversation from" =*
“religion to results, the entire .-

“Tamasha begins to-crumble.~ »

the ‘art of dividing-us; sud-
“denly find themselves facing
a‘united audience asking a

- single, 1nconven1ent ques- .-
‘tron ;
-~ “What have you ‘done?”: .
.Andthatisa questlon very R a

few are prepared (to- answer.
" Butuntil that day, arr1ves  the
how will go on. *

Victories that change nothing

-and mourn defeats thatdo not =
' affect our daily lives.-Every: -
- five:years, we watch the same -
-story-unfold with new actors, -
new slogans,’ and the same

* ending.

“the, carefully staged. outrage,

another’ group qu1etly counts s

1ts ‘winnings.
- The Tamashg contlnues

 And' perhaps the most il

traglc part of it all is this.y
We are, not just the audience.

We are the reason the. show i

exrsts. i

You can requestfor Bob's
Banter by Robert Clements *. -
as; a-daily_column on your; . -

whatsapp by sending-your;

* bobsbanter@gmail.com.: -

‘tion of classes. as per-the

state holidays. . *

How does NEHUCmake or-

dlnances and flout them? How
“do they. expect college teach-

‘ers.to do justice to the NEP = "~
“Syllabus? How do they expect - * -~
these first batch of students, -,
- who with no NEP exposure in .-
“their earlier education levels, - .-
i:e., schools acclimatize tothe -
syllabus lo4d especially those™.
_in the 6th and 4th Semester '
who have 4 honours papers? -
Strangely. when one looks ™ =
at'the: PG Academic Calen- -~
"dar, the same criterion stated =i *
above is fulfilled because the -
University re-opéning date is”. -

S

12.02.2026 and the scheduled

"date of PG Even Semester ex-

amrnatlon 1s 18 06 2026.
. “Yours: etc

: ABasalawmmt e
ool ‘Viaemail = -

- for the Even semester UG

“students from 19.05.2026 -
- when the minimum 90 actual
" 'teachinig days criterion’ 1s not

fulﬁlled"

Kmdly do the(31mple math

- Articles and letters ap-| . -

pearmg on this page are

the views of the writers/| .- <
-fauthors and not that. of i

The Shillong Times -

A

administrative failuré is"the

L SR

i

“The noise dies down, The
slogans lose their power. The - -
_speeches sound:hollow. -The -

leaders, who.have perfected“‘

+"-The banners" w111 grow P
. ‘bigger. The speeches loudét. - -~
. The divisions deeper. We will - .-
*continué to voté not as citizens: =
 seeking progress, but as‘fol: . -
lowers' defendmg rdentrty
We will continue to celebrate . - -

The poor remam poor The ,
i rich grow richer.; e
And somewhere behlnd )

the noisé and-the colour and o

name: and phone:number: 0~ o

om the _date of the resump- ’

academic ¢alendar 12.02,2026 .- .
till the date of the present -
-Even semester exam' ife.
“19.05.2026 there are.96 days - -,
whlch also include Sundays *-* .-
as well as other national and' L



mailto:bobsbanter@gmail.com

e e

A~

KM

| " and congestion _
- in Shillong city
and its solutlon,

proud of and am . fortunate

“We can't always just go back to what we
know without askmg{quesfzons o
. -— Breanna Stewart

The Shillong Times -
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Meghalaya BJP Riding High

IT S amusing how the success of the BJP in. West
Bengal and Assam has reverberated in Meghalaya
where state assembly elections are 20 months away.
Senior BJP leaders and MLAs AL Hek and Sanbor

* Shullai have already declared that the next govern-

ment will have the BJP in the driving seat. What the

‘duo have stopped short of doing is to state upfront if

the BJP would get an absolute majority in 2028. The
Congress a national party has been part of coalition

' governments since the 1970s until 2018 when the

National Peoples’ Party won with a decisive mandate:
and joined hands with the BJP which was already
ruling at the Centre then. This has been the modus

.~ operandi of ¢ every regjonal party. .The anly difference
being that it was the Congress that was the higher
- scorer in the first past the post system with regional

parties agreeing to form coalition governments after
bargaining for lucrative ministries. Even today the

‘BJP with justtwo MLAs has one MLA as a mmrster
- because the NPP is ahgned with the BJP.~

“Many rational aspirants to politics- would -argue

: that instead of being part of a coalition and playing'
- second.fiddle to regional parties it would.make bet-
ter sense to join the BJP which is now on a winning

spree and which by 2028 might have been able to at-

. tract credible candidates to contest the state assembly
 elections. According to AL Hek, quite a few sitting

. -and a some failed MLAs have: been sendrng over-

" tures to him, indicating they want to join the Party
- There was a time when the tribes. viewed the BJPas

" a right wing majoritarian' Hindutva party, that was

antagonrstlc towards Christians and whose agenda

is to turn Inidia or Bharat into a Hindu majoritarian
_‘nation, the way: that Pakistan and. Bangladesh' are

Islamic nations. But that apprehension seemed to
have given way to raw ambition and the quest- for
power. Hek’s body Ianguage suggests that he is con-
fident of maneuvermg a crossover sooner than later.
Naturally this.gives the party confidence to publicly
project momentum even, before formal defectrons
happen closer to 2028, - £

‘The BIP is clearly lookmg ahead to 2028 where'

it wants to move from a marglnal player-with just 2

" “MLAsto becommg asenous contender. Conﬁdently
- ‘announcing that “many will join” the BJP is also a’
. tactical move as it serids a.message that there are

many who are ready to join the BJP ‘bandwagon.
Perhaps Hek is h1nt1ng especially. at fence-sitters

,bldlng their time. The success of the BIP especially .
in dislodging Mamata, Banegee in West Bengal is
~'being demonstrated that noting is 1mp0551ble for the®
¢ - Party if it sets its sights on any state. Inr Meghalaya
polrtrcrans are not known to have deep ideological

moorings. They are all opportunists whose sole
desire is to'win. elections without really ‘fathoming
what their real calling is— which is to serve the public

-cause. Wmmng an election means being upwardly

mobile and serving orie’s personal needs first. Hence

~ there isnot.a single poor MLA'in Meghalaya. That

should tell us somethlng about the:quest for power

. in the guise of public service. Politicians are and
' have been self-servmg It’s the public that is misled
again and again to elect the same old faces. Before .
the elections, people have this vain hope that they |
- will deliver but realise soon enough that they are
: handlng over power to.a group. of people who abuse_
= that power for personal gains. . : s

= Letters to the'Edltor

~ Traffic jam -

“like ‘to-discuss jonly two
people to. live here. ..

Editor,;: 0% /. ,
Shrllong is.a 01ty I am - -employment opportunities in

state and central government

“tinue to live here in spite of .
. all these problems? The rea- .
sons are many, but I would"

- main reasons which ~compel.-

First is employment op-" :
portunities. The city provides -

to be living here since my

- school and college days and -
- evennow that I am workmg.’

I still enjoy the uniqueness
of this place. Its beautiful

scenery, rolling hills, fresh -

air and a pleasant climate

draws people from differ--

ent corners of our state who
consider it a prestige to live -

here. With tourism thriving.

in our state it continues to
draw people from other parts

" of our country and even out-
-. side our country: But I also ~

clearly remeémber that for

‘many decades till date the .

chronic traffic jam ¢ continues .
to dog this city. ,
From time to time the

authorrtxes have 1ntroduced‘

various measures such as
one-way traffic systems,
restricted parking zones,
regulated parking.on road
sides wherever possible,
private parking facilities, and
multilevel parking facilities.
in crowded areas. These

measures_are commendable
“but not. sufficient because

the number of people and

. vehicles keep on increasing -

day by day while the ex1st1ng

roads within the city remam ,
- .the same .

One persistent question |

. that keeps coming to my.
mind is, why do so many

offices, business activities,

tourism; construction- jobs-
“and’ daily. wage-activities:, .
ata - ferred, reputéd and afford-
able educational institutions- Jam in Shillong city.”

This helps the various strata

- of citizens to meet all the .-
expenditures for necessities -
like food, water, electrlcrty,

- “that the government man<" -

ages traffic jams and decon-

-house rent, etc:

. Second is: educatron :
Children from Nursery to -

Class X need great dedica-
" tion from:their parents for

their safety, moral upbring-

ing and constant presence’in

their lives till they complete. ©
‘their minimum_education’
up to Class X; normally for.
_-a period of 10 to 15 yéars.
During this long period,
parents of these children are .
compelled to reside in and .

around the areas of reputed
schools like St. Mary’s, St.

_ Edmund’s, St. Anthony s,

Pine Mount, KJP and others
to be able to cater to their
children’s needs and at the
same time fulfil their official
duties or work obllgatlons
around the city.
Sinice Shillong city caters
to these two most important

and other needs it becomes
- the ideal location to settle
_ down permanently and peo-.
“ ple are willing to stay putin.
« spite of the chronic traffic’
_ jams and congestion. If they -

can have an alternative loca-

~From Lumpongdeng to Umngot: The
~ Battle for Meghalaya S Envn‘onment

Green—Tech Foundatlon s,

_spectacular success in .re- -
versing: the Government’s |
*1 decision to develop a resort -

at Lumpongdeng Island.is
indeed a-landmark moment
for agitational politics in Me-
ghalaya. From a nondescrlpt
organization formed in 2019,
the last few years-have seen
them “také up a myriad of -

dissues. There are those who".

are still unsure- about their
true antecedents are they an-
independent 'organisation, a-
front for certain influential
individuals; or-a cover for.a

‘political organization? Many, ‘

in, fact; have commented ‘on -
the organization’s silence:
on, several important issues -
such as coal mining, river:

-pollution, and others: I think -

such criticisms are unfair and .
reflect whataboutery. Their
logic is based on the idea that:*
if someone does not fight for-.
every issue, they must be

-1 biased or harbour a.hidden
‘agenda. Viewed'from that

perspective, every movemient:
becomes suspect. We should’
avoid cynicism and instead -
evaluate i issues- on- the1r own :
merit.. -

In this case, the Govern-

‘ment itself admrtted that the:

cutting of frees on the island -
was done without permission, :
which T find hard to believe.*

‘The clarification: that only -
‘temporary structures: would:

be built on the.island also’.
appears to be a-concession .
made’ by the government as.
a reaction to.the protest. The:
local: commumty, however,

‘does not want the project to be. -

scrapped, as they seek oppor-
tunities for local employment.
Therefore; the decision to.
continue the project while ex-
cluding the island represents a’,
satisfactory compromise. -
I congratulate the orgam-

zation for its success. Now'

it will be interesting to see’

~whether they: take up, with

the same commitment, issues

that do' not-directly- involve

the Government but-instead
implicate. private players—
such as influential *business

families, coal: ‘mafias, sand

mining cartels, the hollowing -

of mountajns [for export to,.” ‘
‘Bangladesh, tiver-pollution, - main crop; the-system:is no

and the destructlon of catch-:

‘ment areas. They need not

take up every issue, but they -
should address some that’
do not directly. involve the

State Government. After all;
it 1s not only the Government -~

that is responsrble for our’
environmental cr1s1s That.

‘sald there is one isste involy-";
ing the government that will’

need to be confronted at some:

point in‘the future: the now-." -

suspended- Umngot Hydro
Electnc Project. R
<1 first became aware of

the Umngot Hydro Electric

Projecta few years ago while

‘reviewing its Environmental -
*| Imipact: Assessment (EIA)

tions can.be met I strongly
feel they will settle there in
.huge numbers. Till date there

-.is'no such space. -

‘The only optron that -

“comes to mind is the New:

Shillong Townshlp which =

has a lot of potential to gen- -

erate employment due to the '
existence of many Central -

and State government of-

fices. But even this township .
"does not have the most pre-

- for school going children. -

. "Hence, - it is-imperative" :

gests;the city by taking - up

these important measures. . -

‘Provide Assistance to

at least four existing and.

reputed schools for estab~
lishmient of their branches in.. -

- New Shillong Township.
At present families -

-who plan to move to New
:Shillong Townshlp will have
to send their children for
education to reputed schools.

in Shillong city. They have -

to-deal with traffic jams
‘and.longer- distances. It is -
not easy for.the parents and’
the school going children to

endure this problein for a.
- period of at least . 10:ta 15

- years almost on a daily basis.

- This :makes them hesitant
“to move to New Shrllong
' Townshrp ‘ ‘

Therefore, it'is crucral
that the government provides .

assistance to at least four of o
- the established and reputed

‘schools like St.-Mary’s, St:

“Margaret,. St. Edmund’s,

‘St. Anthony’s, Loreto, KJP,
Pine Mount; for purchase of

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

Although I had visited vrl--

" lages that resisted the project;
:Thadnot fully appreciated the
“importance of the river to the
.community and their, reluc-"
“tance to accept the dam. This -

‘time, as part of a project on
water conflict in South: Asia "
~funded by SOAS, University -

-of London and implemented

by National Law-Univer-’

“sity Meghalaya, I had the
~-opportunity to visit the site
' with Philippe Cullet (Senior. -
“Lecturer in Law at SOAS) and

~speak with the community. I. -
: was-deeply moved not only. .
by their kindness but‘also by ",

-the long’ hrstory of interacs: -

tion people have had with"
‘the river; whlch contmues to

: 'thls day.

<-The ma] or. concern for the
commumtres regarding.the

““project is its impact on their .

agricultural fields. Ursaws<.:

- war, like many proj ect-affecta

.-ed villages, has land both on "
the tableland dnd on-the slopes,
- of the canyon through which

_the Umngot flows. The most -

lucrative plots. are 'those on

. these steep slopes, which were -

previously used: for shifting
cultivation but are now used
for, broom grass cultivation. .

The tableland plots are com- -

munity-owned and allocated -
to households in need; while
the slope larids ‘are privately =
. owned. These- lands became -
_privately owned after the
village fought neighbouring -
‘villages over farming rights.:
“After Umsawwar. prevailed,
some households.purchased -

_these-plots .and have cul-:

< fivated them: for decades. -
~Although not every house-

1" hold owns'land in. this area;
;, nearly every family depends .

-on it—either by working on -
“the plots or ‘renting:them for .
cultivation: Because blood”

- 'was shed for these.lands; the

emotlonal connectionto them
- is extremely strong: This has

 been true of Indigenous com- -

‘munities: throughout h1story
:Land to outsiders. will never-
-be relmqulshed w1thout
fight. : ,
c':;Whrle hroom gras jisithe
a complete monoculturé
Farmers grow Khasi manda
rin, guava, banana, jackfrui
pmeapple, and other -fru
-trees among the broom grass:
. clumps. During. a“transect -
walk: through the planta
“ tions;vour iguide picked a’
fruit known as Soh Bataw and "’
.shared it with us-—it tasted as-
if someone had poured liquid -
- sugar-into our ‘mouths: There*
<are ‘also many- wild: fruits”
‘such as-Soh Um; Soh Ling,
“and SohJakum, along with '

- “wild bananas and vegetables -
““cally, ensuring that everyone

“like Jamyrdoh, Jali; Jatira,
J‘alyndem -Jatyndon, Jawah,
. and various species of mush-

land, building construction, .
teachers salary or any kind *
‘of help to assist them. in-

. ‘establishing’ their branches -

in New Shillong Township.. -
- These schools have earned
the trust of the public,.

‘Once these schools start -
functronmg, about"50% of
the citizens will be willing to
‘shift their place of residence,
build their homes and settle" -
permanently there. This will -

Treduce congestiorl and traﬁ‘lc -
.- Nongjrong, Lum Shyllong

Another: benefit is that
there will be minimal resis-"
tance from state government
employees who work in varj=’
“ous offices like the Secre-
tariat, Additional Secretariat,

MPSC, DC office and others " :

to shift their offices'to New .

Shillong Township because

they don’t have to worry :

: about their young chrldren 5.

_education. =
Construétion - of South
~Shillong ByPass_from 5th

" Mile Upper Shillong to New .

Shlllong Township -

“The State Government
. has constructed many roads -,
. and some are-in the prpehne
“from the East, North-and
~ West sides of New- Shillong .
“Township but there is no
significant toad from the
~South side of the new city.
Therefore, the Government
should construct/the South: .
Shillong By Pass from 5th -
* Mile Upper Shillong to New.
. Shillong Township viaLait-
kor; Mawshbuit, Mawlynrel
‘and Mawkasiang.

- The. South Shlllong By-.
Pass will reduce the travel
time of the people who come

“to New Shillong Township-.
from southern parts of East

zrules . :
" The prrmary concern Te=

Tare also found here In fact in’.

the house where we stayed

~no meal was ‘complete with=

out at least one wild edible.

_sourced from ‘the Umngot. -

The commumty identified

- 'more'than 100 species of food

plants—both domesticated
and: wild—found along’the .«

river. Fruit trees thrive espe-.. -

cially near the river, and both: -

. ‘wild-and- cultlvated fruits.are

sold in markets such as Jatah -
and Smit. Wild vegetables
are ‘also, sold, though only.
- during certain seasons, What -
‘is noteworthy is*that-while
cultivated fruit trees belong to
the farmer who planted them, |
-wild'vegetables and fruits'can. .
* be harvested by anyone: Thus,
even those who do not own:

“land can harvest and sell these

in the market:.
‘These sources supplement

"mcome from broom grass, and
. their importance:is likely to:

increase as broom prices con--
tinue to decline. The inclusion
of fruit trees. within broom
plantatlons may represent a.
¢ viable transition strategy. for

- farmers. Although the govern- -

ment initially ‘compensated
farmers by purchasing broom,
~ payments were prompt only at -
first; many have not réceived
compensatron for- over srx

"months v Sa

‘Another: vital - resource
from the Umngot isits aquatic -

‘life: " The community listed

nearly.30 species-of fish,.

~“crustaceans; and amphrbrans
= they depefid on. Some farmers
‘uild small huts on their plots .
and even dig ponds torearfish
. caught from the river, which
‘are later sold in the market

'Whrle many. fish for self- "

< consumption; others sell their
harvest. Fishing practices are

_strictly-regulated-—poison,:
*-dynamite; and large nets are

“prohibited. Not long ago; an

~offender -was'fined over Rs'

15, 000 for vrolatrng these"

garding the dam is the poten- -
tial-loss of these hrghly pro--’
ductive lands. With the-gov="
emnmentincréasingly stepping.
away frem' Creating formal

(with their rhetoric of looking - -
beyond reservatron), this loss:
would:be even' more severe,
As one senjor member of the

: Dorbar ‘Shnong told uis; “Not: -

many-can afford to leave the:
" village permanently, and even
"those who do often return due- -

“to'lack of opportumtres »In

“ response, the community has -

r/developed ‘its-own networks

- of loca] traders who transport *
 their produce to markets. The.
village also has a rotational.
system for selling pork lo--

- has a chance to earniand-that ™
affordable meat: is avarlable

. rooms. Manymedlcmalherbs “ withi

Khasi Hills, Sohra and West"
Khasi Hills for office. work; :
-education-and transport of
agricultural and hortrcultural
products ‘ T

- Tt will also open up busr-
" ‘ness and tourism’ opportuni-,

ties for. many villages along -
the whole stretch of this road:

~and’ adjacent tourism sSpots -

. ers’ visited Umsawwar and |

employment opportunities -

‘| Theophany Lyndem who was|_

|Themselves by: Destroyingf:
“|Youth," written by Phibanri-

* Ifaith, considering the grave

‘ caused to fam111es

~while continuing-to charge

-ever, the losses from’ any

threats to Umngot would not. —

be only economic.. " - ;

Umngot is also a land-j
scape imbued-with. spmtual'
mean1ng—~home to puris and.
other spirits believed to-in-
“habit the valley and its water
-sources. . Some - of the puris
used to inhabit the large trees
“that- grew. along the: valley..
- When those trees were felled”
for broom grass cultivation,
they ‘migrated to othér’ spots'
- within the surrounding area.
‘There are stories of people
.who have’ been touched: by
“the puris—a familiar motif'in-
Khasi cosmogony. While the
_river itself is not worshipped, -
it is" deeply r¢Spected for!
Sustaining life: Everyone we
. met spoke of it with: affection. -
~The river also nurtures human:
*connections and one story in:
partlcular stands out.*

: AMei-ieid (grandma) told
me that in-the-past, people
“would travel to Iew-Musiang -
~to*sell-fruitsfrom’: Umngot.:
Along the way, she would
“meet friends -and’give them
fruits; By the timé she reached -
‘the market, her basket would:
“be empty—but she felt happy
-because.she had. met her‘
fnends !

‘This is what. the river. has
given the people: a life full
‘0of mémories—not just of*
~mundane: struggles, but, also
-of moments of immense joy.".
< This 'was threatened when
- the:projectiwas announced,
“prompting a‘long and deter-,
‘mined resistance.: Although .
the

pended,’ fears remain that it*|
“may: be revived.- It would be |
_meaningful if Green-Tech |

Foundation and.its support-

surroundmg villages to assure
*thé community that they will
stand with them if the project.
-is'ever revived. That; to me,
would be the true test of their

~ credibility. Hopefully, that

: ' moment never.comes—but if "
- it-does; one hopes they will: |
jbe ready g

: (The.views expressed in the "
arttcle are those of the author -
< and do.not reﬂect inany. way
" his affiliation to any orgamsa—
ton gr mstztutzon)' :

PUBLIC APOLOGY
This newspaper apologises tof-

‘Imentioned in the article, "The]|

.|High Price of Drugs: How/| |

Shillong’s Dealers Enrich|

{hok Sohtun'and published by]"
|this newspaper-on Saturday,
May, -2, 2026. We believe
the writer wrongly Ampli-
-{cated Theophany Lyndem in
|this article. This newspaper|:
published the article in good

social concern caused by the|*)
drug menace’in Meghalaya|.
and the untold suffering it has

- the elevated rates introduced,
durmg the pandemrc, e

This.situation‘places an-
unfalr financial burden on
regular commuters, For stu-
dents espec1ally, ‘the cost
-of daily travel has become
mcreasmgly difficult to man-
“age. ‘Paying around Rs 40

-like the Sweet Falls,.Ever » ~each day to'commute to"

- Living Museum, Ka Irng
~Sad of the Syrem of Hima
“Khyrim, Jongksha, Laitlum, -

.and.many beautiful hrlls and

~valleys‘in these areas.

. -Isincerely hope and pray .

that the Government will

~.implement these suggestions .

' to reduce traffic jam and con-

gestlon in Shillong city. :

.- Yours etc., |

-S 1pulshon Kharbrhkhlew

¥ Shrllong -1

Concern Over’
Unregulated
Rlse in Taxi

Fares in Shrllong

“Editor, -
-1 wish to draw attentron to
the continuous and uncalled- ;>

- for rise in local taxi fares in.

Shillong, which has become
4 matter of concern since
COVID-19 for many daily

commufers; particularly stu-

" dents. During the lockdown |

~ period, the increase in fares

was understandable due to -

restrictions on passenger ca- .

pacity. However, even after
~normalcy has returned, these -
higher fares have not been -

 revised. On. the contrary,

taxis are now accommodat- -
ing five to six passengers
s - .

~college may appear mod- .
““est_at first glance, but over:

: regulated shared taxi servicc
. .es with clearly defined- and

© tithe- it accumulates into a
s1gn1ﬁcant expense, adding
“to the already rising cost of
educatron and living. s .

" Inlight of this; 1 request
“the concerned authorltres
to take' practrcal steps: to
i address the-issue. Fixing
::standard fares for common
"routés and ensuring strict.
. adherence through. proper
- monitoring would help pre-:
vent ‘overchargihg. Regular
inspections’ could” further
ensure compliance. Addi-
-tionally, introducing more

transparent pricing would
.make daily travel more af-'
fordable and equitable. "
T respectfully urge the
author1t1es to look ‘into this
. matter and take necessary
"action so that fares remain.
* reasonable and fair for both
drrvers and passengers ‘
" Lhope this issue receives.
the attentron it deserves:-
: . Yours etc.,
Pragya Chettri,
Shlllong

ArtR:les and letters ap-
pearing on. this'page are
Ahe views of the writers/
authors and not” that of .
The Shtllong Times_

'When Grief -

COnverts to Votes :

- ‘By-Shivani Pde -

~ The state elettion re-
sults declared on May 4,

2026 cannot be reduced to
a srmple arlthmetlc of seats .

wor and lost; ’Ihey represent

‘ somethmg far more dom::
plex and revealing about the

present condition of India’s

_democracys: These. results,

reflect'a political landscape
where ideology; rdentlty,}
emotron and lived experi-X
ence:are 1ncreasmgly inter-:-
twined, producing outcomes
that ‘go ‘beyond traditional
electoral analysis,” =458 07

The“Bharatlya Janata' .
Party s‘expanding -influi-
ence-across. multiple: states
continues to:shape the na- "
tional narratlve Its-strong -
performance in-states-Such.
as Assam and its significant: -
inroads into West Bengal -
indicate ‘'a consolidation: of
organisational strength’ and -

political reach that few par-.

ties have achieved in recent -

decades. This growth is not-

merely electoral; it reflects a

-deep,engagement with large
“sections- of the €lectorate’.
| that respond to its gover--"

nance narrative;: 1deolog1cal
positioning. and ‘campaign
machmery .
“'At the same tnne the
results from Tamil Nadu and"’
Kerala reaffirm an equally

"1mportant reality. India: re<
.mains structurally diverse. -
mits polmcal behavrour Re~
roject: has been sus- |- . .

“or 1deolog1cal pos1tlon1ng

- This shift suggests that Indi-

an voters are no longer pas-- |

sive reclplents of political
‘messaging. Instead, they are.

“active’ part1c1pants in‘shap-"

‘ing what kind of leadership
they ‘cansider legitimate.”
Yet this" transformatlon
“raises-important questions:
that cannot:be ignored:
“When: emotion-becomes -a

; srgmﬁcant driver of electoral -

* outcomes, it introduces both .
strength and uncertamty

"~ into'the democratic process. ;-

.On’one hand, it ensures
' that: :politics: remarns coti-:
~nected to human experience’

-and social rea11ty ‘On the
“other: hand, it risks blur-’
-ring the boundaries between:
governance and sentiment; -,
potentially: compllcatrng
“the expectations placed on
elected representatives.
“The implications for dem-
ocratrc balance are‘equally
significant. A strong mandate
* for dominant political forces,
including the Bharatiya:Ja-
“nata Party; brings with it an
.ehhanced. respon51b1hty to:
. govern'in a manner that'is;
mclusrve, transparent and
- responsive to: diverse: pib-.
‘lic concerns. ‘At the same:
time;the’ fragmentatron or
Weakenmg of. opposrtlon

". structures in several régions "’

- /raises concerns about the

long terrn vrbrancy of, demo- -

; “One of the most strzkzng outcomes is the
vzctory of. Ratna Debnath dssociated with the
2 -case linked fo RG Kar Mea’zcal College and

Hospztal Her win is not szmply a personal -

polztzcal success; it represents a deeper shzft
“in the emotzoﬁal and moral landscape of
electoral polztzcs She entered the polmcal
“arena not as a career polltlczan shaped by -
: party ierarchies, but as an individual- whose

pub zc identity is rootea’ in personal tragedfy

“and the a’emand for justzce

1. gronal 1dent1tres hngurstlcj;;

pride, cultural disfinctions

‘and local leadership confinue

1o exert a powerﬁil influence-

.over voter’ choices. These.
| states remind us that Indian
‘démocracy is not a monolith
but-a‘layered and evolving

system where national and

regional forces’ constantlyy
mteract and sometimes. col- "
'hde o
However the most srg—‘;_ .
‘mficant _transformatron in:
this election’ cycle cannot: -
be understood through party
,,performance alone. It les
in the.nature: of the candi-
dates who have. emerged..
‘and the kinds of narratives
J:that.have: found resonance :
swrth voters.. & :
" 'One of the most strrkmg-",
outc_o_mes is the victory of .
Ratna 'Debnath, associated - -
with the' case linked to RG <~
‘Kar Medical College and

Hospital. Her: win'is not:
simply a. " personal polltr»__
cal.success;: it represents z
deeper shift in thie emotional

‘and mooral landscape of elec-
‘toral politics.” She ‘entered

the ‘political ‘arepa not. as’
a career politician shaped

‘by party hierarchies, but as
‘an‘individual-whose public-

identity is rooted in personal

tragedy and the demand for -
* diminish'democracy; rather,’

it expands its boundaries,
" However, it-also demands
*greater maturlty from:both:
:+ political  actors' and institu-~ " -
tions. Emotional legitimacy‘ '
“must be matched with ad- -
thinistrative capablhty Sym- "

justice.Her victory reflects’
‘a- moment where grief has

‘transmoned into -political
- yoice, and whe_re private suf-
-fering has been transformed.

into’collective expression .

through the ballot. -Voters:
-did not merely select a can- -

didate; they responded to

“a'narrative that symbohses
unresolved questions about
accountability, safety and -,
‘institutional . responsibility.. -
This marks a profound de-
parture from. conventional "
_political pathways, where

experience :and party .af-

“filiation:once 'dominated

electoral viability. !

. Across multiple ¢ constrtu- :
encies, similar patterns are
emerging. Candidates who'.
-} do not fit tradrtronal pohtr-

cal profiles are gaining.vis-
ibility.and support! These !
include 1nd1v1duals from~
grassroots movements, civil
society backgrounds and
emotionally charged public

- pears increasingly willing to

-engage with representatives
who embody lived realities -

| rather than. purely: strategic

.cratlc debate Ahealthy, de- s

mocracy. depends not only

" ondecisive victories but also’
‘on the’ presence’ of strong

alternativé voices capable of |
questioning authority and of-
fering competing visions. .

" What emerges from these
. electlons is not a single nar- -

rative but a convergence of
multrple political reahtles

“There is‘the narrative of

cansolidation; where estab-

“lished parties: continue. to

strengthen their posrtlons

“ There is thé narrative of ..*. -
regional assertion, where lo- -~

cal identities remain deeply

,Imﬁuentlal And there is the-:

emerging natrative of emo-
tional representatron -where =

‘j‘personal stories and collec-
“tivé. memory 1ncreasmgly

shape political outcomes:

+India’s democracy is oo

therefore ‘entering-a new.

phase, one that is more emo- -
‘fionally ‘expressive; ‘more - -
. individually driven and more: -7
-socially complex. The- -voter
‘is 'no longer respondrng
““solely to promises of de-
‘velopment “or ‘ideological
- alignment. Instead, the voter.
“is responding to trust,relat- -
+ ability and the perceived .+
Iauthentrcrty of those who
- seek representation. - el

O

* This evolution does not

bolic- representation must-

‘translate into tangible gov- -
" ernance. Otherwise, the gap -

between expectation and

delrvery nlay widen further. ,
- Uliimately, these" elec< +

_witnessing a subtle but.sig=-
- nificant transformation in its:
' democratrc culture. Politics
““is no longer confined to party

"tlons suggest that India is "

offices, campaign rallies or’ i

¢ The 2026 results are

therefore not justa reﬂectlon K

‘manifesto documents. It now .
‘exists in personal histories,
-~ public emotions and collec- b

‘tive memory. - ok

of who won or lost. They are ...

‘a reminder that, in contem- -

porary India, democracy is

contexts. The electorate ap- - being continuously rewrrtten

by its people, and that some-~ -

times, the most powerful

“ mandate is not just political -

but 1t is deeply human.

[

people including myself con-

tion where these two condi-
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b S you're alzve, there’sa purpose for your life.”.

— Rick Warren
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Sindoor as success
PAKISTAN obviously learned a lesson from Op-
eration Sindoor, the military offénsive that India
.undertook against it mainly targeting terrorist outfits,
following the Pulwama terrorist mayhem on April 22
last year. The:Indian response was swift, this-.com-
ing in a matter of a fortnight, starting from May 7
and running into three days and nights. This, by far,
was the strongest response from India to Pakistan
in situations of attacks on Indian soil from Pakistan-
‘trained Kashmiri militants. Thé Surgical Strikes in
2019, ordered by the Narendra Modi government.
in the aftermath of the.terrorist attack on a CRPF
convoy in Pulwama, Kashmir, paled.in significance
compared to the stronger military offensive last year.
* A mediation from the US president Donald Trump
helped end the engagement through an abrupt cease-
fire. Trump’s claim was that India and Pakistan were
edgmg towards a nuclear disaster, as Pakistan caught
in an unenviable s1tuat10n would have 1n1t1ated such

a front against India. -

e

“ On the positive srde a prolonged war and more
devastation were avoided. India could drill sense
into the heads of the Pakistani’ generals and put the
political establishment there on full alert’ against such
. future machinations. India has demonstrated as to
‘what extent it was prepared to go if there is going to
be a recurrence. The lack of an aggressive response
from India to the Mumbiai terror attacks during the
UPA term of Manmohan Sifigh had emboldened
“the Pakistani military establishment to aggressively
- pursue their agenda of bleeding India with a-thou-
sand cuts. Days. were when the Pakistani generals

threatened India w1th -a nuclear. attack: should New. :

‘Delhi dare plan a military offensive. Their bluff was
called in 2019 itself, when IAF jetsreached upto the

- m111tary headquarters of Rawalpindi, unchallenged.

~ That they, however, dared. to continue with their:
patronage of terror was ev1dent from the Pulwama

B massacres

Clearly, Operatlon Smdoor sent the nght 51gnals to
‘the Pakistani establishment. There have been fewer
terrorist attack’s in Kashmir in the last one year. After |-

* the Surgical Strikes, ‘the frequent and unprovoked

~ border firings from the Pakistani soldiers along the
~Line of Control had also subsided. Térrorist outfits in
‘Pakistan are reportedly facing serious odds and this
is true of those in the Pakistani-Occupied Kashmir-
" too—a bechive of Kashmiri terrorists for many years.

.What hurts Pakistan is also the abrogatlon of the
- Indus Water Treaty by India followmg the Pulwama

} " attack. India faced odds too in the form of Pakistan’s

‘denial of its flying zones to Indian aircraft, which’
“were subsequently forced to take. c1reu1tous routes,
resulting in a hike in' airfares that h1t passengers.:
- ‘Overall, Operatlon Sindoor was the right response
~atthe right time. Peace if the subcontinent is easier
‘said than done. Multiple geopolitical interests are
-clashing, with the US siding with Pakistan often eveti

as Washington speaks out against terrorism. China,.

‘nearer hame, is fishing in troubled waters. American-
‘dependence on'Pakistan is increasing with Islam-

-abad’s mediatory role in the Iran war while India
ﬁnds itself at odds w1th the US on'several fronts

a Political
- Mandate for
Trlbal T’dentlty

~~Editor,

The recent statement by N

the VPP supremo-at a low-.
attended public. meeting at

‘acceptance of Christianity

~and the ‘Bible teaches him .
““to love his own community

calls for'a clear and honest,

response. Faith can guide -
persenal values, but it should -

notbeusedasa pohtical tool

to define or prioritise one -

community over others,

Let us be clear: the Blble

‘does not speak about the

Khasi or Jaintia people. Its”

‘history is centred on the .~ b o belief systems are’

Israelites, in a completely
‘different time and place,
“far removed from the indig-.
‘enous realities of Northeast
‘India. To say that the Bible
teaches political loyalty to
oone’s own tribe is not just
a misunderstanding-it is a.
distortion. - e

Christjanity, at its core,.

is universal. It teaches love

for all, not just for one’s own
group. True faith encourages
compassion beyond boynd-
aries, not selective support
. for a particular community. -
~Using it to justify commu- .

, mty -based politics reduces’

.an important religion into a
narrow political tool.

More: 1mportant1y, the .
‘Khasi and Jaintia people .

‘already -have strong moral
foundations. Long before
Christianity arrived, indig-"

enous belief systems like -

Niamtre and Niam Khasi
‘had well-established val-
‘ues~ respect for-nature; and
responsrbrlity toward the
~community. These values are-
not borrowed; they are part
of our own heritage. .

- “The real concern. is not
someone’s. personal faith,
but how. that faith is used

in politics. This is where a
»'line must be: drawn. - When'
- religion is ‘used to define
. political identity, it creates
division, excludes others,
and weakens-the ‘plural na- -
_ture of oursociety. -

- It7is also.important. to -

* /consider where this ‘state- .
- ment was made: Speaking’
“atapublic gathering in Yaw--

. .’musiang,-Jowai where the
- “Yawmusiang, Jowai that his"-< g

majority follow Niamtre and

- choosing to highlight Chris-

tianity in a political message™-.

:.raises a.fair question: what.
.was. the -intention? . Was it

meant te,unite people, or
does it suggest that one belief

“is being placed above others”
§ ,"m a shared public space? .
- Inadiverse society, lead-."
“ers must be sensitive to .
. context. Whenv religion’ is-
- highlighted in places where

deeply rooted, it can be'seen

“not as guidance, but as a po- -
> litical signal. Such situations:
“call for careful words, not.
" strong assertions especially

when they may dxsturb soc1al

-harmony. . ,
Meghalaya i is not a theo-

cratic state: It:is home to-

many beliefs- Christian, Hin- :

du, Niamtre, Niam-Khasi,
Islam, and others all equally

-valid. Political leadership. -
“should focus ori constitu--
tional values, mutual respect,

and inclusive governance,
not rehglous messaging.

" Faith'is a personal matter.
Community-identity -coines
from history -and culture.
Politics should not mix the
two. Any attempt to combine

. religion with tribal political

identity is not only misguid- .-
ed -it is socially-risky.
“Yours etc.,”

Dr Omarlxn Kyndiah, -
Via emazl

VPP M1ss1ng
"When It
Matters Most -

Editot,
The recent decision by

‘Opposition Mukt Bharat? Verdict 2026
and the BJP’s Expanding Hegemony

Sodn after takmg over as
BJP president in 2014, Amit
Shah spoke of his vision of a -
‘Congress-mukt Bharat’, At. .

the time, it sounded more like

political bravado than a cred--
ible roadmap. Twelve years .
on, as Union home minister,

‘Shah may well argue that
‘the project has'moved a step .

further—towards what- -could .

.be described as an opposmon- _

mukt Bharat’. . .

1f there is ‘onie unmistak-
able ‘message from: Verdict -
2026, it is this: the BJP today
occupies '@ more dominant

position in Indian politics than
at'any point since Narendra

Modi became prime m1nlster
in2014.
At first glance, that may

\Seem counterintuitive.- After.-

all, in both- Tamil Nadu and:
Kerala, non-BJP, non-NDA;
govetnments have come to -
power. But these are excep-

 tions that prove the rule. Tamil .
Nadu rémains sui generis— -

perhaps the only state where

star-turned-politician can still
deliver a blockbuster electoral -
debut! Kerala, meanwhile;’
continues to ‘march fo its own - ;
rhythm a'state where the BJP -
is yet to emerge as a serious

.contender for power, even if'its -
three-seat breakthrough marks "~
“a symbolic foothold. -

Step back, though and the
national prcture is stark. The

‘BIP and its- allies are now
in power:in:21 of India’s 28

states. From the Arabian Sea -

 to the Bay of Bengal, the po-

litical map is overwhelmingly
saffron, with Jharkhand the’

| tone “outlier. This is. not just®
-electoral success—it is politi~ - -

cal saturation.. © o s

«:What ‘makes this moment
even more signifiéant is the -
speed of the turnaround. Just
two years ago,:the 2024 Lok

.Sabha- elections :had raised-
‘hopes that India’s drift towards.

conie-party dominance had been :-

-arrested. Aresurgent Congress,

alongside a loose coalition of -

regional. forces under the IN-

DIA alliance banner, seemed
to. have reopened the space
for competitive, multi-party "
politics. That window has NOW. .
decisrvely shut. :
~In the last 24 months key. -

fconstituents of that. opposi= .
‘tion' bloc have suffered suc- -

cessive ‘setbacks. The Shiv™
Sena (UBT) was routed in’

Maharashtra. The Aam Aadmi -

Party lost Delhi. The RID was:

:diminished -in Bihar. Naveen"’
“Patnaik’s long, unbroken ten-

ure in Odisha camé to an

.| -abrupt end. And now, twg.
of the- most’ formldable Te-

£ (VPP) to"abstain from the

" All:Party Meeting convened -
on the Report of the Expert -

Committee on State Reser—

“ vation Policy raises serious
~-concerns about its commit-
- ment towards one of the most -
~such a significant meeting
. reflects poorly on political..
5 lleadersh1p and administra- " -,

tive-seriousness, It raises / =
- questions, about whether the -
“issue was genuinely pursued -

 ‘sensitive and significant is-
‘sues-affecting the State and
1ts people. . "~

"debate has, for years, ‘re-

_ miained a major political and
social issue. Ithas repeatedly :
- or'merely used as a political ;"

been projected by several po-
litical leader$ as a.matter of

" justice, representation and

‘balance- among communi-
“ties; Public ‘meetings; state--

_ ments, protests, and political
campaigns were carried out’ -
~vigorously in the name. of =
-protecting the interests of .

"the people; However, when -

. acrucial opportunity finally -

- arose ‘to discuss the matter -

at-the highest level through
- an'official all-party platform,

' the decision of the party to
"“stay away'from tlie meeting -
-sends'a deeply dlsappomtmg .

message. -

Elected representatlves

are entrusted with the respon- .’
* that every voice is heard and

‘sibility of voicing the con-
cerns and aspirations of the

_people: Such responsibilities

cannot be selectively exer-
-cised based on conyvenience

~or political calculations.

If the Voice of the People

Party genumely considers -

the.réservation pol1cy issue

.important, then participation
~in a formal discussion con- -

vened by the:Government-

" should have been treated

as a priority rather than ‘an
inconvenience.

"“The explanation that the o
. timmg was “not conducive”
. due to other pressing issues

appears madequate consider-
“ties' whose interésts. leaders

ing the gravity of the matter.

‘Governance always involves ..
- handling multiple important "
" issues simultaneously. That

-is precisely why leaders’ are

“elected — .to -ensure that -
“critical matters areaddressed
~through' dialogue, nego-"

.the Voice of the People Party -
s Av01d1ng suchmeetings only "
“weakens the democratic pro- .-
-cess and deprivesthe people

- articulated effectively before
. decmon—makers ‘More.,im--

‘The reservation pohcyy

.. By Rq]deep Sardesai

.gional citadels~—the DMK
in Tamil Nadu and the TMC .
“in«West Bengal-have been
breached

Even Nitish Kumar, once
the pnnmpal architect of op-.:
“position. unity, finds himself
politically tethered to the BJP..
- This'is not a series of isolated
“defeats: It | isa pattern—and’
warrung ;

~Part’ of the explanation
l1es in the ‘complacency of -
regional: forces. Too many’
leaders treated their vote banks -
as .fixed deposits—secure,

“predictable, .and .always - ens

" cashable. ‘Mamata: Banerjee;
after three terms in' West Ben-
gal, appeared’ convinced that
. her'Muslim-Mahila: (woman) -
 support base would hold firm..
-In doing so, she seemed to

-underestunate bath the’ depth
.of ‘anti-incumbency- and  the

“scale of a parallel Hindu con—

. solidation, .-
a first day, first show film-

:Similarly; the- DMK long
accustomed to the rhythms of "
‘Dravidian duopoly politics, did
. not fully grasp the disruptive - -
'potentjal of Vijay’s entry until -
-it was too late.. Comiplacency;.
“when combined with political -
-arrogance, is often fatal. ~
-The Congress, for its part, .

" misread the 2024 verdlct Sur-\

viving the BJP juggemaut was
< interpreted as revival. Butatal-+

%1y of 99 seats against the BJP’s -

240 was less a comeback than
“areprieve. The deeper organi-
- sational weaknesses—drift,
-inertia; and ‘a lingering sense

sof: ent1tlement-rema1ned :
T end of the traditional regional -

unaddressed :

- Worse, mstead of con-
solldatlng opposition -unity;
: Congress and ts allies allowedt::

_ competitive ambitions to over--

-ride collective strategy. In~
12026, this fragmentation was.
on full display: the TMC and. .
:Congress clashed in Bengal;
‘while the DMK and Congress -
-struggled to present a coheswe
frorlt in Tamil Nadu;

-Ego trumped arithmetic——~'
~ and the BJP capitalised. For

- what distinguishes the BIP in;
its current avatar- is not just
- ideological  clarity or leader-

ship-centrality, but’its evolu-

 tion into“the most formidable
‘electoral machine in post-inde-
.- pendence India. It is relentless,
adapt1ve ‘and unencumbered
_by sentiment. 'No terrain-is.
“cansidered too hostile; no
expanswn too ambitious:. -
-West Bengal offers, the
clearest illustration; From zero
“seats in 2011 to-a 200-plus
“tally'in 2026 is not merely
an electoral leap-it is.asus--

tiation, and representation. .

-of having' their ‘concerns

portantly, refusing to attend

-in the interest of the people "

‘talking: point.- When leaders .

repeatedly assure the pubhc :
. that they are fighting for
i a’‘cause; they must dem-

onstrafe that commitment

participate in discussions of ©
.this magnitude can only be .

viewed as political irrespon-. .
. srbihty and incompetence. .

All-party meetings are not

 mere formalities. Theyserve.
‘7-as important democratlc

platforms where differing
viewpoints are presented, -
debated, and considered

" before major decisions -are

taken. Such forums ensure. :

that policies evolve through

consultation rather than uni--

lateral action: Participation”

_is therefore- essential,.even. .

when disagreements exist,

_Constructive engagement -

often yields better outcomes
‘than political absence. If
there were concerns reégard-:.

ing the report, the proper -
~ course of action would have

been to attend the meeting, -

- present:objections, suggest
. amendments; and strongly :

defend the interests of the

_people. Boycotting the pro-
cess achieves little and risks

isolating the very communi-

claimto protect.
~At'a time when’ people

' expect maturity, accountabil-

“ity, and active representation

from- their elected leaders, -

such missed opportunities
are .unfortunate.- Important

during decisive moments.
.Mlssmg an opportunity to -

—

tained, lS-year pol1t1cal pI‘O_]-
. ect, The BJP’s rise in the state
_was methodical, layered, and_
7 ultimately overwhelming Its -
final push resembled a high- -
intensity campaign that left |

use of institutional levers, be it:
the EC or ED; ensured that the: :
Mamata Banerj ¢e government.
.was: caught off. guard Forithe
“BIP, Bengal was not just ‘an-:
other victory—it was proof of. .
;thexr wmnmg formula; .
~In the process; the limits.
.of cultural sub-nationalism:"
--as a political shield were also -
exposed. Mamata' Banerjee’s
2021-success  had rested on:

...positioning herself as “Ben-

~ gal’s daughter”. against.“out-
.siders”. from Delhi. But such -
identity-driven narratives have "
.a shelf life. This time, the BIP
reframed the contest—shifting -
" the discourse towards illegal -
immigration, local corrupt1on,
: and governance fatigue: -
“. A similar. pattern. played
-out in- Tamil Nadu. M.K. Sta< "
‘lin ‘attempted to repackage.
Dravidian politics through-a -
“Dravidian 2.0” lens, project-.
ing resistance to the Centre. .
-But a younger, mote 1mpat1ent
electorate proved less recep-:
Ltive to ideological binaries:’
-The Instagram generatioti’’
is'not easily mobilised by":
" legacy narratives; ‘it seeks
-novelty; 1mmed1acy, and Vis~:
1ble change. - :
- Whether thls s1gnals the

satrap models still uncertain."
But there-is. little doubt: that
‘Indian politics is undergoing;
a structural shift. The balance
“of power has-tilted ‘decisively~

.towards a' centralised leader=:.:

driven formation capable of:"
exerting influence across state
boundaries. -

““This marks'a clear de'

s e parture from the  coalition =

era between 1991 and.2014;
whenregiondl parties’ could
*both anchor their states and
dictate terms-in Delhi, That
: ,equlhbrium has eroded,”:
In its place has' emerged

an expansionist BJP that com- -«
bines:smart-political mes-::

- 'saging (recall the optics of -
PM-Modi ‘eating jhalmuri:y
in Bengal) ‘Wwith' 2 calibrated
* carrot-and-stick approach.

" Allies: are- accommodated;

- adversaries are, pressured. T] he
. playing ﬁeld, mcreasmgly, is-
‘uneven.

Insuchan env1ronment the' ‘
oppos1t1on s ‘challéfige:is -not

‘ture of the State should rise
above poht1cal hesitation and

~ from-all stakeholders:" De

smocracy functions best when,;

leaders choose dialogue over*

-absence and respon51b111ty

OVCI' CXCUSCS

i 'Yoursetc, S

Ferdmand Syiem, *

Taklng the -
Sh1llong

thFest to

Delhl

Edltor

2026 = New Delhi-Prelude’
is scheduled for May 8 and"
9,:2026, at Bikaner House,
Pandara Rodd; New Delhi
At a time when regional
voices often struggle for.:
+ national visibility, the:an-
:_nouncement of The Sh1llong
"Literary: Festival 2026 — A
“New Delhi Prelude comes
-as*a refreshing and timely -,
~intervention; It is not merely..

“one-that-places the literary

and cultural wealth: of Me-’

ghalaya firmly on the w1der
. national canvas..

The spothght on scholars
" like Dr Barbara S. Sangma .
adds both cred1b111ty and -
.depth to the:initiative. Her
' work.on Garo literature, folk
theatre, and cultural studies:
_represent the lived narratives.
and intellectual traditions
of the region—voices that
_deserve far greater space in’
mamstream discourse:

- What makes this initiative-
particularly significant is,
its outreach. By taking the
festival beyond Shillong’ to -
New Delhi, the organisers --

-“have effectively built a cul--
tural bridge; opening.doors -

-for dialogue, recognition,’

“and inclusion. In today’s -

_context, such platforms afe:

‘not just desnable——they are.

necessary.

little to chance. A combination -
of organisational depth, narra- -
‘tive control, and the strateg1c :

* Jthis newspaper on_Saturday,
May2 2026. We'believe thel-
~|writer ‘wrongly.- implicated-Sa-|

fthe. drug menace in Meghalayz

“~{tioning her fianie in‘the artlcle
has affected her reputatlon

- merely electoral——1t is exis-

- tential, Afragmented Teactive ' |
"+ opposition cannot counter al

cohesive, forward-moving
- political machine. Unless- it

- “can.forge a: shared agenda, a

common narrative, and a m1n1-

. mum level of trust its space

will contmue o shr1nk

“tions just three years away—
-and-a series ‘of crucial state

contests in ‘between—the

‘BIP’s-momentum is unlikely
to:slow.. If anything, -these

;- interim. battles may - serve-as

-Staging grounds for: a ﬁnal
““decisive push. s
‘Which brings: uS/back to
m1t Shah’s original ~vision.
*The ided of 4 ‘Congress-mukt
" Bharat’ may already be partial-
< ly realised. The larger question.
~now is whether India is drift-
ing towards something more.
-consequential: an opposmon-
mukt Bharat',
.- If that’ tra_lectory is to be

~ altered the response must

comie sooner rather than later.
For:what-is-at stake is:tot.
- just electoral balance, but the’
- foundational idea of India.
sas.a diverse mult1-party de-
:Mmocracy:”

Postscrrpt Shortly aﬂer
the Bengal result, 1 asked a
.BJP leader, “What. next?” He
-smiled and said, “We’ve never-
~had a‘BJP chlef minister in
Punjab 50 who knOWS‘7” ‘
e arely ‘has one frontier

~been crossed, the next target

is already in sight.

. (Thé writer is senior journalzst
““and author. -Mail: rajdeep-
sardesaz52@gmazl com) ;

- PUBLICAPOLOGY: -

Sakani Toi, who was mentioned|

ing Youth,” written by Phibanri-
hok: Sohtun and’ pubhshed by

" |kani- Toi in:this article. Thi

in-good faith, consideting the
arave social concern caused by

JJand the untold suffering it has|.

|causéd to families, Expressin

|fied that she has no link to any
-[illegal activities. congerning

She also stated that she is still
unmarried’ and: that Albertto
Raplang is not her husband, as}
: Imentioned inthe article. Men-|

~matters concerning the fu-:

require sincere part101pat10n :

*Via emall

an-event; itis a statement-—- :

wrth inflation.".

AfElectlons a
Watershed

Ed1tor

~ The 2026 West Bengal

Assembly elections mark |
! a watershed moment in the:
“'state’s. political history. The

s-verdict delivered by the

people reflects both rejection |

. . of tyranny‘of TMC and a"
Shillong Literary Fest1val . reaffirmation of derfiocratic

“ values. The peaceful conduct -
~of the polls, unprecedented
in‘over five decades, un- -
- derscores-the* effectlveness
‘of institutional safeguards
‘and the resilience of India’s
- defocratic framework. Cel--
ebrations- by government.
employees, police. person-,
- nel, and ordinary citizens
- suggest relief and a sense of
liberation from authoritarian -
regime unprecedented in'the |
annals of Indian political his-
‘tory since independence. De- .
ployment of Central Armed
Police Forces.and. strict.
monitoring ensured fairness
-of the electoral process and
‘safety of the electorates. The
“people’s verdict, coupled
. with the’ Elect1on Commis-:
“sion’s success in ensuring a
--péaceful conduct of election,
has reaffirmed the vitality '
. of India’s’ democracy.. This
moment should be leveraged
to strengthen governance,
 uphold constitutional values,
* and deepen citizens trust in
democratic 1nst1tut1ons

+o 0 Yours etc.,

D Bhattachazjee

: “Shillong- 1

pearmg onthis' page arée

The Shzllong Times .

With the 2029 general elec- ,

ThIS newspaper apolog1ses to‘

in the artlcle “The High Price off-
Drugs: How Shillong’s Dealers| |
Entich Thémselves by Destroy-|.

newspaper published the‘articlel-

drug—related issues in Shlllong ,

Moment - -

Articles and letters ap-|

the views of the writers/|.
‘| authors and not that of |

That Bulld

The Plllars of Progress:‘ f

Meghalaya; e

< -By Banwan Lyngdoh

It was a pleasant surprise -
on May 1to learn that Inter-:

néational ‘Workers®> Day ‘was?

celebrated at the state level

lafter many years. . Previously; -

it appeared. that: nobody:
~cared ‘about: the workers . or

the-hands that: build'Me-:

ghalaya ‘as one of the most”
important days for labourers -

had been: qverlooked Be«'-

yornd the optics; the true es-:

sence of the celebration lay -

in the presence of hundreds -
of 'workers at U Soso Tham :

auditorium ~ the very hands"
| that dr1ve Meghalaya’s prog- -
ress - and. the- support an-"‘

vnounced to them.-

To appreciate-the im-

portance of workers, let us
understand some: statistics.
“Today, more_ than 5,000 -

infrastructure projects worth
over:Rs;29,000:crore. ate -

underway across Megha--:
‘laya. Think:about what that:-
means - there are 5,000 sites -

where men and women pick .

up- their tools and building
somethmg that’ w1ll outlast
all ofus::. v

“In:the last erght years,,

2 ;400 km of new roads have >
been added while 2,800 run-
ning metres:of bridgés are, -
being constructed ‘Besides;

_|:there are 33 new power:..
substations, 2,200 km of
~new HT. hnes and 151 health:;”
sub,-centres built. Addmg

to-the. statistics, the- state-

‘government, ‘from 2019 to"

2025, has created mote. than,

419, 000 JObS in-the construc- -

tion ‘segtor, and by 2032,’it -
plans to create an addrtlonal
70 000 jobs in the sector..

“What about the wages‘?
(As per. the revised- rates. in
January 2025, every un:
‘skilled worker in Meghalaya
gets pa1d Rs 525 per day, -

‘whichis the highest in the: .

‘Northeast and the third high--
‘eét in India. A-semi-skilled

‘worker’s wages is Rs: 565

(hxghest in’the’ reg1on and:
fourth: hlghest in; India); .
‘a’skilled workers’ wages:
‘stands at Rs"605.(highést in -

| the region and fifth highest .
disappointment, Sakani clari4

in’India)- while: a: highly-:
‘skilled labourer gets Rs 645'

|as wages

-+ This-high-wage ﬂoor en--
sures that the benefits of the’
‘state’s 10%. growth rate are !

| felt directly in the pockets of -
“the. labourers,: The govern--

-ment has  approved the-Vari~

‘able, Dearness Allowance
(VDA) for muster roll work-+
| ers, an initiative that injects
lan addltlonal Rs 10 crore an-

nually to benefit” thousands -
of muster roll workers across |
varjous departments ensur-
“ing theirincome keeps pace,

:On May' 1, four major
schemes meant’ for work-
‘ers’-welfare were latinched:
Everyactwe reg1stered con-_

struction’ worker who .¢on-* to establish-a comprehen-

tribited to the Building & "
Other Constriiction Workers
Welfare Board for at least -
one year and has worked for
90 days. received Rs 5,000

directly into’ their bark ac-‘_

count. There were: 11,373 -
beneficiaries who beneﬁted\
from' this: scheme, which®
was named as’ the’ Chief
‘Minister’s Labour Income
-Grant for House Builders
and’ Tradeworkers or CM
EIGHT. . S !

Another scheme which*
‘was launched was ENABLE-
or “Enhancing Necessary: '
- Ability ‘fot Better Learning
Environment”. Under EN-
ABLE, Rs 7.5 crore is being -
-invested i schools so. that”:
children of workers' study-
with dignity. The .schools’
have to reserve 5% of seats "
forr BOCW- workers? fami-"
lies, ‘and ‘the children ‘will :
be prov1ded 100% tu1t10n
fee waiver. - :

- Undeérthe BUILD scheme
or. “Boosting and Upgrading .,
Infrastnicture for Livelihood

and Development” the state -

government is directing Rs 6
croré into community. infra-
-structure that creates jobs.
“while it is Cbuilt; s

-And then there was the

launch of the Startup Tool-"-

“kit Scheme. Under this, the
workers will ‘be provided
.with Rs 8,000 worth of tools
to 6,656 trained workers so

,that skills«become liveli-

hoods, ‘and training becomes
mcome ‘
;- The workers should also
know that the Building & -
Other Construction Work-: -

Ners Welfare Board prowdes

+- “«In addition to the’ exist-

o economlc momentum-is

- 31gned to be:accessible, with - |

“many social securlty mea--
- sures 10" the 'workers regis-"

tered under the board, Some -
“of these include educational”
scholarshlp for the'children” -
of ‘our beneﬁcraries, ass'
tancefor. marriage'and: pen=
‘sidnary benefits. ‘All these
" benefits ‘are available to+
‘active registered ‘workers -
and their: family members,
" reinforcing the government's

commitment-to: security
- dcross every stage of life.

ing measures: towards. their
social ‘security; the .Board
_will pay: every premium on
- behalf of every active reg-:
istered worker for- PMIJJBY.
“(Pradhan MantriJeevan'
- Jyoti BlmaYOJana) PMSBY.
“(Pradhan Mantri Suraksha’
‘Bima Yojana), and PM-SYM -
 (Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi
‘Maan-Dhan).. This: includes
“Rs 2/lakhy life. Jinsurance -
cover; Rs 2. lakh accident
cover, and-a pension-of Rs7.
"3,000 per-month after attam— S
mg the age-0f 60. . :

to a worker like Kong Jacin-"

ta Thabah? According to her,
- the transition from a worker
“to:askilled part101pant inthe

staté’s growth story began X
with a training programme, .. <.

which has yielded ‘benefits
that have directly. and posi-
tively, Jmpacted her live
hood :
S1m11arly, Kong Menu
Dlengdoh was filled with
“gratitude for the tangible -
. support reaching her house-. -
“hold. The Startup Toolkit

and a551stance under-the |

CM LIGHT scheme w1ll«

‘1mprove ‘her, livelihood. For -

Kong Menu, the impact:
is multi-generational. She
hlghhghted that the scholar-
ship for.children was a vital .-
lifeline ‘for families facing” -
finaricial challenges and
unstable employment.
“Kong Banisha- Lynrah
echoed this sentiment from :
the perspective ofan eco-7-

i,nomically ‘Weaker bdgks: "

- ground. - The tools will/not:

_only-help her repair her: "

home, but also-carry: out:
_~work :on their.own, This’
-pragtical assistance will re-
duce her: family’s expenses {
and make it eas1er to sustam
the1r daily life...

These voices are not iso-:

lated instances of luek; they
~are the intended. results ofa:
comprehensrve governance ¢
model that places the worker
at the wery.centre of the
state’s development. map. !

: The story. of Meghalaya*

serves as a powerful testa~
“tnent to what happens when

mtentionally harnessed for
soc1al Justice::
...The state has moved
beyond temporary relief

sive, hfecycle social secu-
rity system. These schemes :
.ind assistance are primarily .
funded through a 1% labour -
-¢ess,. which has accumu-
lated a‘welfare: fund of ap—
“proximately Rs 400 crore.: .-
-Managed by the Meghalaya R

" Building and- Other Con-: -

‘struction Workers' Welfare -
Board, this ecosystem is de- -

2 one-time registration fee
“of just Rs 10 anda moﬁthly
contrlbut]on of Rs30.

= It:is true that there are
unresolved issues which'the
state is currently: grapphng
.-with. But as the staté moves:
~forward in resolving legacy - -
-issues’ and confrontmg new
problems we need fo pon-
der;upon the vision. set by
the Chief Minister, Conrad
“K. Sangma, According to
“him, the state requires the! "
addjtion and training of'.
50,000 new workers over
- the next six’ years, marking "’
a 51gn1flcant opportunlty
for the state’s youth. That. .,
‘is a staggering number for a'.
~small state like Meghalaya.’
“Are our youths ready to, ﬁll
the requirement?

.The" Chief M1nister ,'

~himself declared that our.
“workers are the ! 'pillars of
“the state". When the pillars:
are strong, secure, and re-:;
spected ‘the-entire structure
of society rises with them..
The testimonies: of Jacintd, :
Menu, and Banisha are tot -
- just stories of individuals;;

they are the pulse of a state

that is giving its workers:
the dignity. and future they
deserve N
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Revisiting Coal Mining Regulations
FROM perusing the High Court rulings from tiie
to time it is obvious that the State Government has
failed to prevent illegal coal m1n1ng since ‘it was

_banned in 2014 and also failed to stop its transporta-

tion. This is expected unless the state itself believes
in the diktat of the National Green Tribunal (N GT)
which is politically untenable because coal min-
ing is the economic pillar on which elections are

« 'won or lost. If the voters of East Jaintia Hills, West

Khasi Hills and Garo Hils where the coal mines are
located are assured that the state will fi ght to restore
their mining rights which until such time means
that state will look the other way while mining con-
tinues, those politicians are-sure to win elections.
Candidates standing on the platform of saving the

‘environment and restormg the rivers that are poi-
soned due to acid mine drainage are unlikely to win |.

elections. Politics is a great driver of what issues can

“and cannot be taken up. No political party till date

has spoken about the continued onslaught on the
environment due to coal mining. No political. Has
thus far ever spoken about reclaiming abandoned the
nearly 21,000 abandoned coal mines in the state and
re-greening them for the sake of eco-restoration. -
Meghalaya; Chief Minister, Conrad Sangma has
stated upfront that it is impossible for the state to
keep a check on 20,000 coal mines operatrng in the
state. The proposal by the High Court to-use central
forces was shot down by the government for reasons
best known to the state. Now the point is-that coal

‘mining yields livelihoods for several people in Me-

- ghalaya including for miners who risk their lives to

go downrinto the mines which is a gamble every time

. since the mines ¢ould suddenly flood and claim their

lives. But coal mining like the mining of limestone’

~"and boulders serve a circular economy. While some

mine owners are direct beneficiaries there are many

.indirect beneficiaries down the line from truck own-
ers to drivers, food stall owners and many such ut111ty

providers, The downside with illegal mining is that

~~ _the state doesnot earn any revenue since the market

has gone underground. Individuals-who facilitate the |
- transportation of suchillegally mined coal namely

the busmessman—pollce-pol1t1c1an nexusare the larg—

o est beneficiaries of the illegally-run coal economy.

. There was a time when Late PA Sangma initiated a

- pohcy where the revenug earned from coal and lime-
 stone was to be diverted to funding primary schools

" inthe state. That was one of the best policies initiated

i Meghalayain 1988 when PA Sangma took over as’

the Chief Ministet of Meghalaya In fact he wanted

to bring many pohcy changes that could affect the |

business lobby in Meghalaya and for which he lost

his seat.in 1990. It was the business-lobby then that:

“got togetherand compelled the state politicians who
were part of the coalition government then, includ-

~ ing political stalwarts like BB Lyngdoh to-pull‘out

 of the PA Sangma-led government. It is but natural

8§

that 'such lessons would be embedded in the psyche"
of his children who are now-in politics and who have-

no illusions-about bringing change knowing fully
well that such actions involve a political cost. Hence
continues the illegal coal mining saga in Meghalaya
‘even while the NGT and the Meghalaya High Court
‘watch in-dismay at therr ruhngs ﬂouted Is there a'
way forward? =, : :

»

Letters'to the Edi i
~ Politics, -
Principles & -

,prclon S
Eventually, the NPP' per-
- suaded Dr D'.R.L: Nonglait,

pre51dent of’the Khasi Au-

the Shlllong
By-Poll
Edltor el
" Though the Electron

Commission of India is:yet
. todeclare its schedule forthe -
_-MP eléction for the Shillong .
seat, the political atmosphere L
- “has‘begun to heat up. The.:

impending by-eléction. to

- the Shillong Lok Sabha seat,
necessitated by the untimely:

+ demise of late Dr. Ricky A.J.
_ Syngkon, is:shaping up to

be far more than a routine

' democratic exercise. Be-'

neath the speeches, rallies, :
. and political calculations lies
- a deeper question confront- -

. ing Meghalaya today: can

politics still coexist with

pringiples, or has public life -
become merely an arena,
“where reputations are. traded :

_ forrelevance? -

- eties of the electorate. The
Voice of the People Party’

M

T power structures with sus--

The political atmosphere

across the Khasi and Jain- -

tia-Hills~ suggests that this
election may become less

about party manifestos and

more-about the moral anxi-

(VPP) by swiftly declar-
ing Dr Batskhem Myrboh

" as its candidate; projected
certainty and direction at a .

moment when several estab-

lished parties appeared hesi- -

tant and disconnected: from

public sentiment. In contrast, .

the ruling National People’s

‘Party-(NPP) spent months
searching for a face capable -
not merely of contesting the"...
-election, but of countering a*

- growing political mood that

increasingly sees traditional

* thors’ Socrety, to. enter the .

fray. His entry has.stirred;

curiosity, admiration and.
" uneasé in equal measure.:Dr
7Nongla1t is not'an ordinary
- political recruit. He repre-.:.
sents a generatron of intgl-
letctuals~who devoted: their -
lives.to language identity .
-and:cultural preservation. :
_His tireless efforts for the "
~inclusion’ of Khasi inthe .

Eighth Schedule of the Con-

stitution earned him respect
far beyond political boundar-
~ies. His role.in securing rec-:.
ognition for Khasi and Garo -

as additional official lan-

guages of Meghalaya further -

‘'strengthened his standing as

a cultural statesman rather. -
than a partisan actor. ,

Yet public memory is-

rarely uncomplicated. Even

those achievements: were
viewed by some through the

- lens of political expediency, -

* revealing the growing cyni-
cism of our times : a society

-where even cultural victories

. are no longer immune from

political suspicion: )
What troubles many citi-
zens today is not merely Dr

-Nonglait’s decision to con-

_ test, but what his decision
symbolises. Why would-a
. tespected academician and '
_church elder, who occupied-
a rare moral space above .

party politics, choose at this

‘-stage of life to align himself -

with a government facing
increasing allegations of

corruption, administrative ..

~complacency and pub11c )
distrust? ‘Was. it conviction,
“persuasion, ambition, obhga-
tion or the subtle seduction ..
of political ‘relevance that-
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Sth and Bharat’s

unconquerable splrlt'

At the start of 2026, 1
had gone to Somnath for the

Somnath Swabhiman Parv, . ~
“and learnmg Vlshaladeva L

marking a thousand ° ‘years
since the first attack on the -
Somnath Temple. Now, 1,

will be back in-Somnath’on
11th-May to mark 75 years -
singe the inauguration of :
«the restored Témple by the

then President of India, Dr.. -

‘Rajendra Prasad. In'less than

half a year, it is a privilege to”
be attehding two important

-milestones relating to.Som-

nath and its journey:from

ruin to renewal or what we

deéscribe as from Vldhvans

to Srijan.. ‘

Somnath givesus a 01V111-,
sational message. The ‘vast

sea before it evokes timeless-

ness. The waves tell us.:.

-that no matter how fierce the
.storms are or how turbulent
the tides are, one can always
rtise again with dignity and °

strength. The waves returnto’ -

the shore; as though remind- '
ing every generation that the ..

spirit of the people.can never:,
be subdued.for long.” ..
: Qur ancient scrij tures
say: RHY 9.7
HaH, It means,
‘Pradakshlna of the: di- -
vine Prabhasa (Somnath).~

“is equal to a Pradakshind.

of the whole earth itself!
While people have come: -

-here to.pray, they have also’.

experienced the remarkable *
continuity of a civilisation -

-whose flame could never be
‘| extinguished. Empires rose”’

and fell, tides changed; his-":
tory moved through conquest .

and upheaval, yet: Somnath"f'
ontlnued to endure:in OuL..

consciousness. s
-Itis time to remember the

1 countless greats who stood -

firm 'in the face of tyranny.

There were Lakulijsha and.

Soma Sarman; who.trans-: -

‘formed Prabhasa into a great

centre of philosophy: Chakra=
varti Maharaja Dharasena IV ~

‘of Vallabhi built-the Second -

Temple there centuries ago.
.Bhima Déva, Jayapala and
Anandapala will always be
‘remembered. for defending =
‘civilisational honour against
“invastons. Itis sdid that Raja .-
Bhoja too’ helped ‘with ‘the:
_reconstruction. Karna Dgva“ .
and Siddharaja Jaya51mha
played a-vital role in restor-
ing Gujarat’s political and
cultural strength. " |

- Bhava Br1haspat1 Ku-

_marapala Solanki and the
Pashupata ‘Acharyas rebuilt

and sustained the shrine as
. the fulfilment of the dfeam he

a great centre -of worship

- most.respected ﬁgures mto

- the aréna?

History offers'a cautlon- :

ary parallel."The legendary
‘Assamiese cultral icon Bhu-
pen Hazarika witnessed a-
“decline in public admiration -
“after-he “abruptly joined ‘the
.'Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)

- and contested elections dur--
- ing the Atal Bihari Vajpayee. -
era; and lost. Many felt-that"

he had misread the pulse of

the masses, and. despite his-

“towering legacy, the politi-
" cal setback dented his moral
*’standing in the eyes of many
admirers. - -
Meghalaya may now be
“witnessing a similar moment

" supports the VPP or opposes -
it, the larger truth is diffi-
“cult to ignore: the party has -

s successfully tapped into-a -

growing hunger for polrtlcal

change, particularly among
“younger voters (Gen'Z) who-
are weary ‘of transactional .
politics and patronage net-
works. The sympathy. wave .
following the death of the
late Dr. Ricky Syngkon has’

- only amplified that momen-

tum. Increasingly, people .

" “appear to be asking whether

elections should continue to
be determined by influence
and political machinery, or-.
whether public-life can still
‘be guided by credlbrllty and
trust R

Insucha chmate, this by- '
electlon becomes symbolic .
of something larger: than
victory or defeat. - -

~ally loses this election,; the -
larger question will remain

“whether he can reclaim the

‘moral -authority” and public .
image he orice enjoyed as a.
cultural and intellectual ﬁg—
- ure above partisan polltlcs

Public. life is unforglvmg, :

: rights of pil-

‘our . soil

“and cour-*

- the ‘people of the whole of

‘of reckoning. Whether one

" If Dr Nhnglalt eventu- -

By Shri Narendra Modi -

* Vaghela and'Tripurantaka
protected its intellectual and

spiritual traditions. Mahipal- -~

adeva'and Ra Khangar were
instrumental in reviving wor- -

ship after’ destruction. Pu-
nyashlok Ahilyabai. Holkar,

~ 'whose 300th birth centenary-

is being marked, ensuréd
“the continuity of :
~devotion in the

most difficult of-
.- times. There were’
the Gaekwads of-
..Baroda, who safe-.
guarded the .4

grims; And
of course;

is" blessed
to':h ave.
nurtured“

Hamirji
Gohil and
© Veer Veg-
dajl Bhil,
“whos.e.
sacrifice ;

‘age have
bécome. a.
: part of Som
~nath’s llvmg
memory .

Inthe194OS, :
when the spirit
. of freedom:swept.
-across India and the
“foundations of anew
repub’hc were:be
.ing laid under the
‘leadership of
-towering- fig- e
ures like Sard« cotaiEs
Patel, one-thing - continued
“to trouble him deeply...the"

- condition:of Somnath:.On

_13thNovember 1947, during”
. Diwali time;, ‘he stood next to
“the dilapidated ruins of the
temple with sea-water in his’

~ hands and said, “On this aus-" ~
‘picious day of the (Gujarati)

New, Year, we have decrded
< “that. Somnath should:be re-
‘constructed. You, people, of

Saurashtra, should, do your -

- best. ‘This-is-a holy task m
Wthh all should participate.”.

On one ¢larion call of Sardar |

Patel; it. was not only the
. people ‘of Gujarat but-also =

"Indra that responded enthu"

- allow Sardar Patel to witness

. bers'not only achievements’
‘but also miscalculations. -
Democracy doesnot merely >

*.test. political ‘parties; it also.

tests the conscience of those .
who seek public office. Elec-. -

- :tions: reveal.not only who
commands support ‘but what

“kind of soc1ety people asplre
' to become. . :

“Far now, .the people of -

"Meghalaya can only watch

“and wait as this high-stakes -
= by-election unfolds : a defin-""-

“ing battle that could redraw -
 the:state’s poht1cal map fo
years to come ;

» ' “Yours etc -

; Name wrthheld on request, :
i V1a ema11
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“‘Much has been wr1tten
about the, traffic conges-.
tion in the city. The Barik: *

"Pointis one notorious spot

‘for thesé traffi S
for ¢ snarls espe . green forest provides these

‘bats a safe and comfortable

cially during school hours.
- The recent inauguration of .

~_the Rilbong road and the -

opening’ of the link road

*"along'the Rhino point has -

_somewhat eased’ the choke,

C‘point-at: the Anjalee round-"~

~about.. We have recently
learnt ‘that the Government
Thas now officially scrapped
the ‘elevated corridor road-.
plan to.a ground level four
lane expansion from Anja-

- lee point up to Barik-Point

for further- smooth flow of
" traffic: It would-make a
huge difference from what.
/it is now.- However, if this
materialises, the impact that . -
it would have on the im:

* the Tives of people. The

-and Hhistory often remem-,.:

,had SO passmnately cham- ~

pioned. Before the restored

Somnath Temple ‘could open .

its‘doors to devotees, he had
~departed from this iworld.

Yet, hig impact continued to
be felt over: the sacred
shores of Prabhas Pa:*

championed by Shri .
KM: Munshi;-ably -
. supported by the

was: complete

dent of India;

-ceremeony. Over-

Minister Pan- "
~dit;Nehru, Dr.
“Prasad graced

also goes back"
to: October'

October 2001, the.
Jayanti of. Sardar

! to mark 50 years
since the Somnath'.
Temple ‘opened its_ -

‘doo‘rs” It also-coincided with g
" the 125th birth anniversary

“celebrations of Sardar Patel.
- The then Prime Minister Shri

. Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the
then Home Minister Shri LK i

Advani attended the, pro--

gramme. Durmg his speech
.on 11th May 1951, Dr. Ra-" -
“*jendra Prasad” said that. the

Somnath: Temple' proclaims
to the world that anything
“with: unparalleled faith and

" love cannot be destroyed. .
‘He expressed hope that this"

Temple will live in the hearts
of people. He also-said that .

spirit-forward; it is importanit
- that we restore prospetity to

mediate’ environment along
- -this stretch is a major: cause
~of-concern. Lined with:tall >

3

-dec¢iduous trees this place -

is home to a:variety of bird: *

spec1es s

‘The thno Park opposrte .

b the Flag: Staff House isia :

place frequented by jo ggers, ol
* nature lovers and health en-

.thusiasts. The: footpaths on
both sides of the road makes *
it easy-for'commuters who -
walk- to"their workplaces=+
- or pick: their.children from:
school rather than take their
‘cars’because walking on this
‘stretch is always pleasutable,

“However, one remarkable.
aspect about this partlcular -

" place is that every year be-- -
tween August and September’

it gets abuzz with hundreds
of straw coloured fruit bats
" also-known as the ﬂymg

‘foxes Allsqueezed: upin Just -

]

an ared 'of about an acre of
““land-as they take sheltet and -
" reboot their energy before-

! they undertake their long -
journey to some other chosen
destination. - i

" .This single patch of evers:

resting place during the day
while they get busy foraging

roughly consumes twice its
'body weight each night. Tt’s. -
"learnt that they are more of a-

bonus to the environment as

they are responsible for sixty .

.percent of all seed dispersal ':
+ across the env1ronment they s

‘ travel -through.

Thesebatsdon’tjustprck'"g”}f' EEt L

any random patch of. trees

but choose-to come and -
§ ‘congregate at the same spot
~year after year.as we haye

witnessed through the years:

‘" make way for_a four:lane:

tan. His vision was’

In‘1951, when ™
the: Temple :

t was decided
to ¢all the Presi---

Dr. Rajendraﬁ
- Prasad, for the -

coming strong:.
- objections from.. -
the -then Prime .

3 ,SpeCial,and.
“historic, =
“My mind -

2001; when I+
‘had just taken
- over as Chief ¥

‘Patel, the Gujarat -
G0vernment had the -
honour of’ organls-jg'
‘ing a programme'”

‘the restoration of the Temple .
was:a fulfilment. of Sardar.’ «
Patel’s dream, but taking that. -

“the Prime Minister of India -

‘the Shree Somnath Trust.) .

. English pines and' ‘evergreen

‘during the night,fEach bat .

- are 1mp0rtant and 1nsp1r1ng
messages he gave; .-
This-is the path:we have
been walking for over a de-
cade. 1 consider it my good’
fortune-that, ‘inspired by
the principle of ‘Vikés Bhi,
- Virasat Bhi’; from Sornnath
to Kashi, Kamakhya to Ke-
- darnath; “Ayodhya to Ujjain,
Tnmbakeshwar to Stisailam,
our team has had the oppor-
. tunity to equip our spiritual
. centres, with the latest facili-
- ties wh11e at the same time
- preserving their traditional
character.-This, along with
efforts to improve connectiv-
_ity, ensures more ‘people can
~visit them: It boosts the local
“economy, secures livelihoods
and deepens the spirit of ‘Ek -
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat ?
"The struggles and sacti- _
fices of thase who laid down .
their lives to protect Somnath
and those who rebuilt it time -
and again will never be for-
gotten. Countless 1nd1v1duals
from different corners.of
_India contributed to restoring *
- its glory. They saw every part
* of Bhar rft as*sacred, bound
- together by 4 sense’ ‘of one-.
~ ness thattranscended geogra-

~phy: In'a world often marked

. by divisions;-this: spirit- of
unity is‘more. relévant than
_ ever. Somnath will continue
“to stand tall in all its glory
“‘because the sense of unity:
and shared civilisational -
“consciousness lives on'in the -
“ hearts of every Indian: As a*
“tribute to this, rememberlng
.the extraordmary courage of -
‘thousand years; there- will
:be special Pujas at Somnath,
for the next thousand days. It
is gladdenrng to see several .
people donatmg for these
Pujas as'well. :

Turge my fellow Indlans
" to travel to. Somnath in this
:special time, When'you stand
on: the shores of' Somnath, :
‘let its ‘ancient echoes.$peak -
~to you. You will not-only be
.overwhelmed by “devotioh.

“but will also feel the strong |

pulse of a civilisational spirit.
that refuses to fade, that is
unbroken and. unyreldmg
You will éxperience Bharat’s -

'unconquerable spirit and un—
derstand why, despite every :
~effort, our culture remained.
" undefeated and you will have
+the opportunity to behold the’
~visjon of eternal triumph. Tt -
will surely be unforgettable

“:Jai Somnath; :

(Shri Narendra Mod s

and is also the: Chairman of

s going to strip these ‘an-
ual visitors of their stopover
“home forever ‘We, mean-
while, are going to lose one
-of the few remaining green.
cover-in the heart of town;
"We have already lost giite:
a number'in-a short span of
-years.Much has been talked
~ about making the PWD cam- -
“pus-the green lung of .the
“town which is much needed.
“ but that is nowhere to be seen
“yet:-Again, the Polo-Hills
- facing the Umkhrali river has

. récently lost the small -park

~which was-a lovely ‘green
~space and muchloved by fre-:
* quentvisitors there. Hence a_
humble request to the, Gov-
ernment is to take a moment -
and: spare ‘a: thought  against :
.the destruction of these small
green covers that whilé they’
may seem’ 1n51gmﬁcant yet
‘play.avital role in belng our:
green lungs.

“They not only- look beau—~
tiful but provide safe space to,
“birds; mammals and butter-\
‘flies that have over the'years
dwindled in their numbets.’
“One suggestion for the Gov- .
~ernment to revert to the first’
- option of making a-flyover |-
over the Anjalée to Barik
- Point instead of constructing,
the four lane, This will save
not: only the home of ‘our.
 birds and mammals but also
.. the beautiful green cover
““along this stretch that1makes
. Shillong-what it is, the Scot-
“land of the East as everyone
can remember it :
.~ Yours'etc.,
- J. Lyngdoh-

i Via email

: pearmg on:this page are
‘| the views of the. writers/|"

- The widening of the road to - authors and not that of|

Artlcles and letters ap-p

: tThe Shlllong Times . |

| The Illusmn,"
1n ‘the Age-of AI» |
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riendship

“‘*““By“SamyakaPattl L

glass rectangle. Our friend-"
ships happen through chat-
windows, and we check’in
on our people ‘thréugh group
‘texts.-We' congratulate each
-other with emojis, plan gath-
.erings with shared calendars, .
“and sustain connectlons w1th
vorce notes. .. ,

It isn't hard to argue that
for most, "real": frlendshlp
now liés in these digital con-:
versations, while the occa- -
sional dinner- or rendezvous
serves merely as a pleasant.
suppletnént. When you think

faceor perhaps a small glow-
ing circle atop a messaging
.app? Friendship has already
.been abstracted intotext,-
which leaps treating a Large"
-Language Model (LLM)-as -
a friend ‘a far less. dramatic
ordeal than' it might sound.
Tothose who, have already
stripped: away- tone; voice,
_physical presence. and even.
shared spaces, and convinced -
themselves that it is words -
-and symbols that sustain the

‘Why should trying to. enter
"a’chat box and Teceiving
artificial words feel akin to. -
betrayal of a dohnection? -

‘Enter ChatGPT = released
in 2022 and_amongst the -
many upcoming large lan-
guage ‘models; is- a' conver-
sational artrﬁc1a1 intelligence:
‘chatbot desrgnéd to answer’:
questions and- respond:to
queries‘in a way that sounds .
‘hauntingly ‘natural and-hu-:+-

~dollar corporation OpenAl: :
the chatbot’s use ‘cases span

work, producing code or :
gerlerating other forms of -
content. Yet; this sxmple
answenng engine has now
blurred into whdt some peo-
ple: mlght ‘consider a d1g1tal
‘companion.. ChatGPT’s. ‘ap- -
parent humanity - seems o'
grow with every update as’
it becomes more agreeable:
and, appears 1ncreasmgly
“sentient:

45TB:of data from. across
the internet, ChatGPT carries -
out seamléss back-and-forth':.

|-ture. enables’it to- “under:
stand” context, follow-up -
-queries; and adapt its.outputs
based: on. the user’s:style:
Over time, it has become ..

“ways claiming that you are:
right and rarely ever refuting .

- ideas; even those that pould

be potentially harmful. This
phenomenon has now. come,
‘to be known as sycophancy’
—the tendency for LLMs to
‘excessively agree with users -
even at the expense of truth-
_fulness.-But it is 1mportant
tonote = this is a simulation,:
‘not empathy.: ChatGPT is a
L pattern recognition machine

but without feelings. .

;. This-iltusion .of connec-
tlon is not entirely new.:
-With the advent of novels in:
18th-century Europe, critics (-
‘worried that people s were l0s-
ing themselves inimaginary .
‘relationships with characters.
In the 20th céntury; it was the
‘radio, and subsequently, the .
television. Millions of people”
“saw hosts as companies, cre-
atmg artificial bonds. These
one-sided attachments: car-
‘ried real weight, coined by .
‘psychologists as parasocral
relationships.” The human.
mind has a tendency to treat -
abstract- figures as though
‘they were part’of our circle”
‘of knowns. Puttrng faces and
attributing .a voice to' what"’
“wé see and read is not much *
different from what is hap-.
‘pening with chatbots today:

“but it:is dangerously trained
to. fool us into_ thinking it -
does It is our-imagination -
that is domg the rest-of the
work, a551gn1ng a character
to. this bot. -

The questlon now is not -
whether people-get attached
to these LLMs, because it is.
clear that they do but rather
why. . e

_The answer lies in how
we define friendship. Aris-
totle saw true friendship as °
mutual growth in character,
something Al cannotoffer. -

‘| It has no real self or capac-

ity ‘to evolve.: Yet today,
many relatlonshlps revolve .
| around light exchanges and
reassurance, areas where Al
does not seem to fall short.
If. companionship is simply -
about‘being heard and re- -
sponded to, Al can appear -
smprrsrngly sufficient.

Lonelrness is'no- longer :

~empathy form the bridge to -

-+ ChatGPT-thrives:.on -this,."
_operating entirely on thrs

.- 'token based on aserjes of ;-

man. Owned by multi-billion" -
writing emails, doing home-"

- emotlon

conversations.-Its: archltec- g h
.‘sation-of chatbots: wrthout

exceedingly ‘agreeable, -al-

that responds. approprlately, Sl I ‘
P pme torts our expectations of real

people We. fool. ourselves -

_teractions should be per<

The Al ‘has ho- sentience,

"« BTechStudent, Plalayha Um—"

We.live inside: a d1g1ta1 i Just a feelmg, itisa publlc -

‘health- crisis.- The World 7 -
« Health Orgarisation recently - - ¢

~“declared loneliness a"'press-
“ing global health threat,"

“ with the:U:S: Surgeon Gen-; o
eral warning that its mortal- "
ity effects are equivalent fo~

- smoking 15 cigarettes a day. -
- In 2024, Gallup, reported ; f :

. that nearly one in five adults
worldwide feels véry -or .
farrly lonely, a figure that
rises-even-higher among

»young ‘adults. ‘Evén through
“the hard times ‘of lockdown *
~and distancing, we relred on’

of your friend; do you se¢ a _-language for. communica- -7 ~

“tion ‘and Connections, and

o ‘sustain‘us; ‘Human rela-
tionships- arg built through
- ‘conversations: Words-and ::

.- 'meaningful ‘relationships.

bridge, It listens,.responds -
- thoughtfully, and -adapts fo" -

_your tone, turning into, the . * -

. perfect’ companion for-the
socially starved.. Of course, V.

* what the lonely, connection-, " -
relationship, why should the -
next step feel any: different? '

longmg user mlght notknow.
is that this ‘friend” is just-a -
mathematrcal ‘model tummg

"words into- numbers, and -

outputtmg the next - hkely

probabllmes essentlally an ‘
autoﬁll on-speed: - =
Unlike: humans, Chat-
GPT has no flaws. It never
sleeps cancels, or-argues; "
“'it’s safe ‘and: stable, ‘which
can feel comforting in lone-"-

~liness: Our brains naturally *

-assign human traits to.such -
-4 constant presence turmng
interactions into. emotiopal -+
connections. When an LLM
remembers details, we infer,
intention, and that 1mag1ned
inner world becomes real

" This'is by de51gn Chat- =
'GPT and other LLMs aré'’
engmeered to be fnendly
‘and ‘engaging, .with ‘every -

- ‘detail optimised to deepen:
.emotional connection. Yet.
‘accountability' remains un- ;-
- cléar when things go.wrong; -

L -+ In'2025, a college student
Tramed nan est1mate

‘died by suicide, and his_
. -parerits alleged that harmful -
responses from ChatGPT;
“Which he had confided:in,-
-played a role. The humam- :

strong safeguards can’ have-

© Serioys consequences,; espe~~
: crally for vulnerable users:.

:Especially, those ‘who'"
feel socially"disconnected.

*or misunderstood are more, -
likety to bond with Al 'as'a’~ " -

‘non-judgmental companion.
" Each-pleasant interaction”
~reinforces this through do-
‘pamine, creating a-cycle of -+ -
~reliance: ‘But overdepen-: . -

- dence’ can rediice real humari . -

connectrons, quietly 1mpact- o
‘ing mental health. Al won'’t-

~“challenge--or .confront- you, N
~something only genuine hu-7 -0

‘man relationships can offer.© ..
<This dynamic furtherdis-.

into thinking that real in-"

fect,-and ‘when" struck ‘with ;

o unpredlctablllty, we forget
How to.deal with'it. Not tos -
_ mention-that these chatbots = |
are products, of huge corpo-

- rations, collecting our data

“at'every step.- We are at the™
~mercy of millionaires who' :

-likely. do not.care about our: <.
. well-bemg S Yo

‘Research shows that
trong émotional attachment- -
to Alis linked to lower well- -

- being, espegially among "
those lacking real social sup-_ = - -

port Even when users know -
Alisn’t consc10us, ‘they still :
form ‘génuine emotional
“bonds.-This:isn’t delusion:
“but psychology. Rather than _ .
Judgmg such* rellance, 1287
important to recognise that:_
- these systems are designed
to encourage:. engagement
and dependence EEENT TS
‘ChatGPT is anllluswn It

~’is:a simulation of empathy, -
“ perhaps a-good.one, but a-

.simulation nonetheless. It is.
a tool, not'a support System.
* Real-world. relationships

“must:be nurtured, and the
hardshlps must be faced and’

your data, your émotions;

"your privacy — they deserve S

to be protected

- Does this lay out'the truth -

of how things are in modern'
life? The fact that people can .
even become emotionally *

~attached to am Al shows just' -7
‘how desperate the human "=~
“search for connection has . -

become, even if it means .

staring into amirror thatonly: -
pretends to look back. -

~(The writer is a 3rd’ Year-

verszty Mohal D

v

’ eventually draws even the

»
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N wo months into the warin Iran,
o the reasons the US gave for
-launching this conflict — and

Washington's minimum criteria for."

: claiming success — now appear unin-

S telligible. So much so that US officials

T are now arguing the war had actually

ended in -America's favour almost a:*
month ago, when the ceaseﬁre came*

- into effect.

It is hard to think of a'more damn—
ing indictment of Donald Trump's
catastrophic war in Iran than the spec-

. . tacle'of his secretary of state, Marco

i+« Rubio, telllng reporters on May 5

2+ thatthe main goal now was to get the .

12 Strait of Hormuz "back to the way. it

[ was:-anyone can use it, no mines in
the water, nobody paying tolls". -

This, he argued, was an entlrely
separate defensive and humanitarian
operation and would only become
a war if ‘US ships came under fire,

. which they in fact did that same day.~
Rubio ignored the obvious contradic-:
tion that the humanitarian operation
had been necessitated by the very war

he was sxmultaneously presentmg as +’

already won :
Things took an even more’ absurd
turn later that day. Trump announced .

he was suspending "Project Free- &
dom",.his:plan for the US* Navy to. -
escort tankers- out of. the strart after
i _rust one day. -

-+ The US presrdent crted "great
Pprogress” toward an agreement with -

Iran. As has happened several timés .

now, global stock markets rallied

; before falling back : again.

While few doubt Trump is desper—
ate to put this disastrous war behind
him, particularly before ‘heading to
Beijing on May 14, he massively "
oversold the impression of a break- -
through. The Iranians were merely,
consideringa 14-point proposal for 30

~ days of negotiations armed at finding .

a durable end to the war..
The more convincing reason L Teump

- abandoned Project Freedom is that it *
'was already clear it -would not‘solve -

the crisis. Most owners of the 1,500 -

“ships ‘currently stranded behind the:

strait were unwilling to risk passage -
even wrth a naval escort

Iran s response, attackmg Shlppmg‘ ,
and launching missiles at thé United -

-Arab Emirates, also threatened the
Ceasefire itself, ... ¢,

- "Washington's problem is. that the“
Iranrans will probably insist talks -
tqan only begin, -and the Strart of .

Hormuz reopen, if Trump. agrees to’

‘end the economic blockade of Iranian .

maritime trade. The US blockade-
-is inflicting serious damage on- thev

K Iranian economy.
Apart from anythlng else, Iranran -

officials’ see ending the blockade as
logical reciprocity. But they also.
understand time is- running out before

ing structural damage to the global

economy — if it has not already. This

"gives them enhanced leverage. at the.

£ Tl'lllllll S olalms 0' Wlll agalnst |I'ﬂ|l —‘llel'
SR

outdo. Obama s deal took 20 months
-of intense ‘wrangling to complete.’
‘Trump has neither the patience, tech-. -
nical expertise, nor. direct drplomatrc
- connections to achieve the same. .~
.Added to this are new conditions
created by the war itself. The frag-
mentation of Iran's decision-making
_process_and the empowerment of

 elites with an even higher tolerance:

for military and economic pressire *

. have introduced uncertainty irito the -

equation. And Iran has now realised

- the increased léverage it has through

its ability to close a cr1t1caI artery of

* the global economy. :
- the closure ‘of the strait causes last-

Colossal fallure ; ’,

The answer to the nuclear 1ssue

, may l1e in:a fudge. Iran could well
“moment. Yet even if negotiations be- .
gin, the same problem that prevented -

- a deal before the war remains. Trump.:
-lacks the detailed and institutionalised -
-policy apparatus-of his predecessor, .,
Barack Obama, whose 2015 nuclear. -
- agreement with Iran the current US|

~ president so“desperately..wants to..

agree to a moratorium on _uranium
enrichment while not yet agreemg to”
ship qut or dilute its enriched uranium
— though without ruling that out 1n
order to, prolong negotiations: "

- If slightly more moderate heads in’
Tehran prevail'— and that rémains a
very b1g 1f — rt would be an obvrous”

: ,eoncess1on to make Iran s geographlc
‘advantages ‘and-ballistic missile cax;
pabilities have established a credible .

Tt will define his legacy, reshape the

deterrent against future atfack.. -
- The question is whether anything’
short of total surrender on the nucléar -

- issue; is acceptable to Trump, and.
whether he is erlrng to resist 1nev1— c

table Israeli opposition to blurring this -
“*red line. If not, ke has. already threat-:.
<ened to resumeé’ bombing at.a ! much
hrgher intensity!" than before. - ;

Yet there are serious doubts about ,

whether he has the stomach for’ this. ‘.
,,,of parts of Iran's. m itary-industrial

And even if he*does;.it is_difficult to-

-"see how any amount of US and Israelr '
- bombing can force the. Iranlan reglm
'1{ to surrender. .:© 70 :

* Trump's shrftmg aims for the war’;
~and desperate scramble for an exit

“-underscore that this entire enterprise” - :

has been a colossal strategrc failure.

~Middle East and impose further mis

*“iery on the Iranian people — - the very

~.opposite-of:what he has repeatedl
ard he wants to do

with, while completely marginalising

,'freedom of navigation

arnong US regronal allles that Wash-

~~ington can proteet them. Tt has-also .

alienated traditional US allies who .
‘were blamed ‘and then ‘punished for " .
failing to solve, aproblem they nerther ol
created nor could resolve. P T
»The-US ‘and-Israeli attacks have‘f'
further entrenched a brutal regime that - - :
“will now be even harder to negotiate .

moderate vorces msrde Iran

successes the-US -presrdent and'hrs

capacity and navy —= are real. Though'i - :
in the former case, itis probably only !
temporary and in.the latter, demo
strably ‘not - critical: fo ~ma1nta'n1ng

‘The only positive is that Trump 'S
brief experiment with military dadve

* turism, an aberration even within his

ownmuddled polrtrcal tra_rectory, may - R
pe ;

I ﬁer weeks of blockades by Iran and the
o United States in the Strait of Hormuz, -
- it's clear the narrow' waterway" is now‘

pivotal to the outcome of the conflict. -
The US has begun to escort ships through

- . ergy security in the Persian Gulf'is in'a state
- of profound flux. As well as the desire by both"
Iran and the US to control the global flow of -
oil, gas, helium and fertilisers from the region;:
the United Arab Emirates (a key US ally)-has
¥ withdrawn from OPEC in what's been called a'7
oo maJor blow to the oil cartel. ' :
ERE -On top of this, fran has announced plans to
i mtroduce tariffs in the Strait of Hormuz as-a-:
 form of reparations for the damage’ caused by
_"the war. If imposed, these tariffs are estimated
to be worth between USD 40 billion and $50
~ billion a year to Iran} and would potentra.lly

sancnonsv

“Crucially, | tanffs would be a way to cultlvate
" stronger relations with China because they . -
. would be denominated in Chinese yuan, not US
dollars. This has the potential to significantly. -
alter regional and global power balances.

_ the narrow passage, but behind. the military
manoeuvring lies a deeper development en- it

r . .allowitto mitigate the unpact of US' economrc kS

In fact, such payments have report_ed’ly‘

already been made by vessels gorng to Chma, b
‘India and Japan, with the:Iranian parliament

~ working to formalise the process: (Iran has also

could tilt regional influence away from the US'

- towards China and Asia by erodmg the hrstorlcal :

dommance of the petrodollar. -

~ Essentially, the petrodollar system has seen

“the pricing and trading of oil in US dollars. The

dollars in‘return for military aid.

This spread across OPEC (the Orgamsatlon' ‘
“of the ‘Petroleum Exporting ‘Countries),. be- "

‘coming the benchmark of the global il trade,
bolstering the US dollar as‘the global reserve
- currency and underwriting US power.. [

and other countries’ soverergn ‘wealth funds.
“They. have become. the primary source of

revenue for OPEC members, as well as non-
member oil exporters Qatar and Norway Thrs,

"tres these countrres to Washmgton and grves
“the US significant financial leverage in global
-+ affairs: The flow of petrodollars helps ﬁna,nc
begun acceptmg payments in cryptocurrency) o

50 years of dommance SERR

I Iran can continve {6 charge these tariffs; it
Bahraln Qatar Kuwait and: Saudi Arabra pay
“Iranian’ tariffs in "petroyuans”,
“ 7+ 'tonio’ Bhardwaj has said;-it. would ‘mark: The 7~
“*gystematic erosion of the petrodollar system and
““the emergence of the petroyuan'as a credible;
“term dates’ from the'1970s when the US asked-

- Saudi Arabia to exclusively price 1ts orl in US~‘ : ‘for settlrng global energy transactions:

S AS mtematronal relatrons analyst Pakrzah
. Parveen has written,lwe would seethe:emers
: Oil-producing nations amassed huge petro- S 18
* dollar surpluses 4?" too'much to invest only.in-
the1r own economies 47" which wete funnelled::
r "recycled" back into US securities and stocks, "
- m dollar-denominated barrels.

_such as Pakistan, South Korea, Japan and:the
. Phrllppmes, all of whlch have faced:severe

US deﬁcrts and reduce Us borrowmg costs.” i
: " of being a reliable and. more’ stable

o
A new paradrgm - force. It also’ irrors Russras requ st

If ma_ror regronal players such as Ithe UA

economrst -An~

institutionally embedded alternative, framework

‘It's a sizeable "if", but the ‘introduétion of -
tanﬂ‘s wouldralso pose a drlemma for countrles ;

/% banks hold more gold in their:
= debt secur1t1es The BRICS group

partres would incur significantly 'ghe costs

“Such-a.choice would aﬁ"ect maj
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) ; ‘Blrthday Forecast’
o Moon sextrle Mars on your solar return chart and it will give amazrng results N
-} You will do things with logical planning which will prove to be very successful. - ;

You could also enter a new business venture or partnership which will prove to
be vefy profitable. Any project that was delayed due o any official cause will

mamage pmposals You will also go on a fun-filled holiday with. famlly
. ’ . ‘This week for you’

all by your unseffishi‘attitude. You will also deal with new plans
*"*-and projects that were pending. 1t will give you fot of benefits.
" You will have a good time with your family members. There will
S . -~ be happiness all around. The contacts made will be developed ..
L b to get benefits, You will also-plan to renovate your fiouse. [t is
Jaiet YT " great time for all klnds ofpartnershrps Happmess and peace
. ST vl remain there. "~ .

e Taurus (Apnl 2%- May 21 ) lt lstlmeto realrze yourdreams mto realrty
oo o " Youwill enjoy a wonderful time with your family and friends. You

. 1o get money. And your efforts will bring good results. You will:
.+ “dlsoplan a new job. There will be some health concems, but you .
g : will cure the disease by doing yoga, meditation; diet and lifestyle
LR "' changesinstead of medicines. Students will dowell. Keep prepar-
I - it ing for exams finterviews. Your concemns about your children wil
i s L be reasonable. You will aiso, discuss something vital with your
S " bosses. It is a week full of energy. ecstasy and enthusiasm. You .
DR N """ will also plan to go on a picnic o retreat. Your expenses will nse

e PR but you will manage. You wil &njoy the best cuisine.

' are a cause of worry for you, and you would like to bring it tnder

members a bit, but you will be able to-convince; Your concern

decision-miaking power will be strong. Your goodness will be your
strongest point. You will also make best use of yourcommunication.

completed You will get success ‘and move forward

* flourish. You will be able to.gain confidence from your bosses. .
Your cdlleagties will also supportyou, Your graphof popularity erI“
also increase. You will have positive response from the economic -

- job will be strong. Money will be received. Time wilf be full of fun’

N S VPN U

- enjoy the situation well. -+~

wiill also increase, and you will increase your business. You will
- be helpful in making money asquisition plans too; You will be

= you You may undertake busingss-related tnps too.

e for you. You will also havegainsin business, You will be conscious
 about your career. Those who are unmarried can get engaged..

It is going to be a very favorable period during which you will achieve a lot. L
< Financially you will remain well off. And there will be continuous flow of money.

finally be ¢leared. You will also get loansfinances from financial institutions, - -
Your colleagues and office superiors will provide you with ample support-and - i
. gurdance Your romantic life will be wonderful, and you wilf also get suitable - -

Aries (March 21 April 20) It a very favorable week And you wrll; :
valueittoo. Youstandtogalnalotfinancially as well as emotlonally .

* "~ "too, You will start exploring new business avenues. A change is -

indicated. You will also get a new job offer much 0 your liking.~

You could also’'meet someone at a public place and begin liking ==~ -

that person. You will also be making new friends. Your profes-,~:.

" sional relations t6o will bring benef ts. You will impress-one and * ™

" will also develop a special liking for your partner. ft is time foryou ™ -

Gemini H Ma 22 . June 21) You will plan to bring’ changes to your:
: P ( Imastyle Youwrllalsokeepawayfromnskytasks Rising expenses .,

. . control; You will also lead a simple life: It may upsét your famiy =

will be towards family and work. You wilf work hard to-increase - *
yourincome. Youmay also plan to take some parttime jobs. Your

skills and will be able to get your work done. You will also develop.. -
“Interest in music, arts, writing, cinema etc. All the work will be v

Cancer : (June 22 - July 22) Your name and fame il nse Your g
. respect will also be miore. You will have financial gains: You will::
; " “also make progress in'your |ob Your business will prosper-and .

" perspective. Time will be in your favour. The financial condition -;“-:
-~ will be stronger than before. You will take appropriate measures 5
to increase your business. You will benefit. Your position in the . --

~and entertainment. You wil get llme for yourself and wrlI also R

Leo (July 23 - August 23) The week will turn out tobe pleasant You ;
-will be kept busy. You will have monetary gains. A véry charming *
person will come into your lifé ail of a sudden leading to 8 warm ;..
and fulfilling relationship. You will enjoy this situation. Your contact: - -

47 : very happy. All the tasks you have done will be liked. Concems ™ "
C : Lo & of marriage of children, career etc. will end. You will also spend ©:

: S Rt Tavishly and buy new clothes. You will also spend trme reading ... -
0 B - good books. You wil be much loved. Time will be beneficial foro .-

Vlrgo (August 24 Sep tember 22) There will be job opportumrres“‘ f : L

Yo wil alsooomedo§ef10 yourmate, Family members will have - :{

i loveand bondlng Therewrll beahappyalmosphereathome You

e o ;k'::“‘ o will get good news from somewhere., Eiders will bless you. They

-~ "may have minor health issues. Yolt will enjoy the conversation
- with people around. ‘Time is full of excitement. You wilf fulfil alt
" : -your-hobbies, You will meet your desires. You will also’'go on a
" -business trip. Some religious Work will be accomplished by you.

“ You il also meet an lnﬂuentlal person It wrll open the: doors.
0 of progress for you...- :

(September 23 October 23) You wrll develop splrrtual
" inclinations. There will be sudden changesin yourpersonallty You
“will become a lot wiser and levetheaded. You will remain attached
-t your partner. You will have financial gains. Your business will
" continue 16 develop and flourish. You will have discussions with
~your bosses on some important matters. You will get resuits for

lera :

" You.could fallinTove with very charming person.. Your personal
i+, - Iife will getthe cool breeze of love and romance, Yourloving nature

“law-and mother-in-law, will be cordial. There will be rise in your
:-financial fortunes. Your peers and superiors will support youalot,
 Atthis time, you wil! get money, fame and wealth. You will also get
+ - drawn to a spiritual Guru. You will achieve the heights of success.
~Youwill also getto seg new places and meetnew people. You will
also spend time happily in the company of your family. Students
: will focus on studies. This is the right time to get the.results of
olr hard work; Your name.and fame willspread in all dlrectlons
“Youwillbe'a guest somewhere and desire pleasure .

"2~ will get gains in investnients Made. After a lot of struggles you
ol 2 wil l finally succeed in gettrng aloan. " - 2 s
Scorplo (October 24 - November 22) You wil have gams in your
business/work. Your financial position isgoing ta be sfrong and
o ostable, “Everything that you will touch will turn gold. You will also
o " “'plan t6 buy. jewelry or vehicle. But you need-to pay attention
- {0 your health, There are strong chances of your official/work
.- getting done, so make best use of this opportunity. Marriage
- functions will take place. There are strong chances of adivision
" of property between brothers. There will be various activities in
drfferentdrrectrons You will also have a difference of oprnron with:
: - acolieague. Work- related trips will keep you busy: .- :
Sagrttanus (November 23- December 21)The frstfew days of
- the week will be stupendéus; You will get niew job/business offer.
Capricorn ‘(December 22- January 20) Tt will tom out to be
3 wonderful week for-those who are'looking:for new jobs. You
7 could also be elevated all of & stidden. Be carefutin love matters,
" Sorme woman may deceive you: Your workwill remain strorig. You
" will also get a new confract. Housewives will leam new recipes.
They will make best ise of youtube and intemet for this. You wil
/" also do Some work for the welfare of the people. Your name and
. fame will spread for and wide. You can also meet a politician or
. a businessperson, You wilt also have control over your business
“~expenses. Your relationship will become stronger. You wrll have
- < monetary gains. You wilt clearly reap benefits.: .+ By
Aquarrus ‘(January 21 - February 18) ltis 2 wonderfil time
- for you, You- will fulfill your responsibilities with great aplomb.
"7 Additional responsibilities cotid be given'to you. Your drspptes
- will get resolved peacefully. You will have monetary gains. Your.
" business will also flourish. The resutts of investments will be
“1++'good, You will-havé wonderful bonding with.your mate. it is a
" good time for love and romance. You will be over enthusiastic
" and finish your work in a hurry. You will be wiser in dealing with |
people: And will not take any ris sk in money related matters. Your
" relationship will become stronger, You will be emotionally'strong.
“You will work very hard and get the money for it. People will also
+." acknowledge your skilis and efficiency. Money that was struck
" -, somewhere accrued o you. .
ch 20 These are overall good days
ki Matlrre benefi l!s You will be more influential in
olit unscathed from somie difficult

i

Plscos (February
s You will clearly [eap
:society. You will -also. come

You will also
: Zgﬁﬁgreen opportunities f for emplayment and buy somethlng

Marital relations will be pIeasanl You will get
o gﬁmst?: lzg:ls;atters A court verdict can come in: your favor,
You will fegl new energy inside you. Work will get done ir haste,
“""_ " There will be an increase in your prestige and respect. You will
" qls0 get the support of your colleagues Busrness actrvltres wrll‘

keep you occupled

|

T 1.your hard work iow. The simall worries regarding work will dispel.

‘ -"willmake you much liked. You will also buy household items. You '}

*Your elders will bless you. The relationship between daughler-ln- i

geta proposal forjob or marriage, Youwit |

B most of all; lucky The cable.
visionary: proved to be in the right pl:
at the right time, 0" change‘telev1sr

‘ and video news foreve
Most.of his big gambles, on hing

-which led to the creatjon of the Turne
Classic Mov1es channel pard off hand\
"somely.-

merit; of the Cable, News Network.

instantaneous and our world more com—
prehensrble S
In this sense, Turners legacy extends-

of ourworld, " A

Soviet Union era nuclear - weaponry. -

_proved an outstanding yachtsman an
active and involved,sports team owner

'ness world,

thrnk Turner's ultimate legacy is a b
more atmospher1c than measurable. -

nalism routines' and ‘audience viewing
‘habits had become standardised by the

;ABC CBS and NBCTV networks. -
_The ramshackle early CNN, with its
: farcwal "world, headquarters" housed"
in a former Atlanta-area country club,
-was derided as the "Chicken Noodle:. .-

‘had previously' founded the Indepen-
. dent Television News Association, -a

Network" by veteran network Jour-‘
nalists.-

the collapse of the Soviet Union and the-
‘Gulf War, it assumed a singular, position

formatron environment.

and Tlrner was recogmsed as a vision-

global :information; sharing, and his.

“’inherited 1 money, innovative new.tech

such as the:MGM studio-and-library, :}nologres ‘supportive. partners and even

But Turner will be rememberedv
mostly for.the creation and develop- z

‘CNN == whrch 'launched: in 1980 and'
made our kinowledge of distant events ™

Ibeyond televrsron He changed our con- -
.ception not only of, _)oumahsm but also’
~Group," and UHF Channel 36 in Char- =

Turners obrtuanes note hlS record— "
settmg philanthropy, his rmpressrves
‘conservation efforts and his campargn to:
:make the world safer by securing post- :

Over the course of his:87 years, Turner:

and a quotable maverrck in the bus1-

~Yetasa ‘scholar of broadcast hrstoryv :
—= and a former CNN. employee — I

He changed the media ecology 1n]
profound and-lasting ways. CNN's-at-
rival drsrupted an.established media”
environment, in which broadcast jour-k .

But bythe mrd-l9805, rt had estab--;ii
lished profitability, and by-1991, with.
in America's — and the world's — in--
'CNN had matured to respectabrlrty,u
‘by’ Time magazine,: “which, named‘g
him 1991's. Man of the Year. His idea .

| 'had blossomed into a new arena:for

‘¢able network fully: competed with the
estabhshed broadcast channels on big

fulﬁlrnent ‘of his 'vision* ‘needed: luck,

federal regulatory intervention.

¢an TV. manufacturers would likely

‘more stations'to broadcast.

Channeli17 in Atlanta;:
WTGC for "Turner- Communrcatrons

lotte, North Carolina; which he named

» WRET. fot "Robert 'Edward Turnet," -
-and began bulldrng his’ broadcastmg

empire. .
By the mid-1970s, the cost of satel-»

'lrte distribution to cable system opera-;;g
- original wvision was ‘distinct from 'the'.

tors had decreased to such an extent that

* Turner realised = and seized — an".
.opportunity to natlonally “distribute his

local. station. He worked with satellite

“and cable system operators, building: -
/early relat1onsh1ps that would prove

relatronshrps to build the first 24<hour

TV network, but it was hts ‘internal hires ;.
 that made the original channel function. - -
. To,launch CNN, - Turner hired veterans...
~of the.TV. news business,’ 1ncludrng’
Robert Wussler, who had previously -
"been president of CBS Sports -and the’, i
:CBS Television Network..
-And he hired Reese Schonfeld who
“ any time of day or night. That world was :
" ‘unimaginable before Turner's: work to0"
" make CNN conceivable and then real.

national syndrcator of pooled 1 local TV
programmmg S
.CNN's success was never assured

"The ‘channel continually lost money in

its initial years. But the idea of 24-hour -
TV news being . delrvered to. paying
“subscribers, through their cable system
- ‘operators, proved so:valuable that as_
‘early 'as 1981,:two CBS: executives
secretly jetted:to Atlanta to meet with =
Turner and Wussler about purchasrng
_the network. -

1 sell- you CNN " he told them '

"But the deal ﬂoundered ‘when the. CBS

“control.-~— of the channel. "You want
~‘control? You don't buy control of Ted"
~Turner's: companres

~and atternpt to take over CBS.

For exarnple, had Newton Mmows-n
= Federal Communications Commrssron
not’ pushed Congress to pass the All-
-Channel ReceiverAct 0f:1962; Amerit

"/ Paramount Skydance, is closing in on

‘the corporatron that owns CNN.

never have placed the UHF dial onrtheir -
sets. That UHF dial made additional lo- ¢
cal TV competition possible by allowmg A

-In"1970," Turner purchased UHF
which he named:

fMSNBC Fox News and others:

izldrﬁ'erentrated themselves from CNN'_
~“'while constantly measuring themselves

‘a global news organisation where the:
“news would always be the star,”and
.. where, like the: classic: wire services,’,

In 1§79 and 1980, he used. thesej
rfortune while doing it. -

‘began to complain about what journal-
ist and academic Tom Rosenstiel called :

‘ cable channels but an entirely new.way ;-

.and access. Thrnk about that the next: i

' or check out breaking news vrdeos from "~
- Ukraine or Tehran. - - :

ess than 51 per cent ownership — and

“he'explained. >
"Forty-nine per cent of less." Only four
years later, Turner would turn the tables

Tumer came very close to lrvmg ]ong
enough to sée CBS and CNN under a sin-
gle ownership. CBS's' parent company,

.the purchase of Warner Bros; Discovery,

. Suceess invites crltlcrsm, S
estabhshes a legacy

, Turner is one of the few ﬁgures" in
‘American media-history who 1éft a
‘clearly identifiable legacy. There wasa ' .~
‘media world that existed before’ CNN'
and the one that came- after. CNN's .~
success gave rise to. competitors suchas .

- These channels. srmultaneouslyz

against: their_older.rival. But Turner's’

panel programs and punditry that have
now: replaced: orrgrnal reportmg from
around the world. * +°.

-~ Turner wanted. to own and operate

professmnal reporting would be instant
and accurate. And he wanted to make a:

When- he finally succeeded crltrc l

"The Myth of CNN" in 2 cover story'in
The New Republrc 1994 vt d

- Billions of people’ around the world-
now take for granted the profusion of
news access.to anywhere- on earth, at.

His legacy .is not simply a series of

of thinking about information retrieval -

time,you scroll past video clips from SR
London, Tokyo, Beirut or Mexico City, .-

*And thank Ted for makmg such a{‘ e
world possrble, (ﬂle Conversation)

g Authored by MzchaelJ Socolow, f s
F Universzty of Mazne;:’ :
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