




































































































































The third election for the Mizo district council members was held at 20* 

February, 1962, and it was a four comer contest. The Mizo Union, for the third 

consecutive time, won the election and formed the ministry of the district council. The 

combined candidates made by the Mizo Union Party and Eastern India Tribal Union 

party (EITU) won the seats. 

In between the third district council election and the fourth, there was a tragic 

changed in Mizoram as a whole. The Mizo National Front (MNF) declared independence 

of Mizoram on the 1**' March, 1966, and it was called the 'Declaration of Mizoram 

Independence.' The Government of Assam, based on the Assam Disturbed Area Act 

1955, also affirmed that the whole Mizoram was Disturbed area. The fourth district 

council election was postponed for six months; while elections for MLA and MP were 

conducted. 

Then, the fourth election for the district council was held at Th'^ April 1970, eight 

years from the previous election; and in this election only two parties, Mizo Union (MU) 

and Mizo District Congress Committee (MDCC) participated. After 2 years from the last 

district council election, the Mizo district council was conferred to a Union territory of 

the Indian Union on the 21^' January, 1972. Therefore, the Mizo district council was 

abolished by the Central government and is replaced by Legislative Assembly; before this 

changed, Mizo district council have 22 open seats and 2 seats for reserved. But, all the 

previous system was changed and the Central government has ordered to have 30 open 

seats and 3 seats for nominated members. And the whole Mizo district council was 

divided into three districts i.e. Aizawl district, Lunglei district and Chhimtuipui district. 

Again under the Chhimtuipui district, three autonomous District Councils were created 

i.e. Mara Autonomous district council, Lai Autonomous District Council and Chakma 

Autonomous District Council. Moreover, the Union Territory of Mizoram has one each 

of member for Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

The first election for Mizoram Legislative member was held on 18* April, 1972. 

The first legislative election was a pulled among the candidates from four parties; added 

by 56 persons who contested as an independent. Meanwhile, a member for Lok Sabha 
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was elected, after that the elected Union Territory MLA elected a member for Rajya 

Sabha too. The Mizo Union, again won the highest number of seats and formed the 

government. In addition, the Lok Sabha seat was won by Pu.Sangliana, a candidate from 

Mizo Union; and a seat for a member for Rajya Sabha was won by Pu.Lalbuaia, a 

candidate from Mizo Union. 

The second Union Territory MLA election was held on the 17* & 20* ,May, 1978. 

In this second election for MLA, the 30 open seats were fought by six parties and 58 

independent candidates. The Peoples' Conference (PC), the party which was established 

during the first and the second election for the post of. MLA in the Union Territory of 

Mizoram, won the highest number of seats (22 seats) formed the U.T. ministry. 

Unfortunately, the ruling party, the Peoples' Conference party was split into two, 

and eight member of the elected MLA had withdrawn their support from the ministry. 

Therefore, the second Legislative Assembly was dissolved and the Union territory of 

Mizoram was declared as President's Rule on the 11* November 1978. 

The third election for the posts of Union Territory MLA in Mizoram was held on 

24"̂  & 27* April, 1979. The second election platform was occupied by 5 political parties 

and 20 independent candidates. The election for the posts of 30 open seats was won by 

the Peoples' Conference party and formed the ministry. 

In the fourth Legislative Assembly on the 25* April, 1984 there were as much as 

129 candidates from five political parties and 19 independent candidates who contested 

the election. The Congress I won 23 seats out of the 30 seats and formed the new 

ministry. 

The period between the fourth UT election and the first election of the State MLA 

was verily important in the history of Mizoram politics. The Congress I ministry led by 

Pu.Lal Thanhawla firstly tried to make peace between the underground (MNF) and the 

Central government. The Memorandum of Settlement or the Mizoram Peace Accord was 

signed by the MNF and the Central government on 30* June, 1986. Pu. Lai Thanhawla, 

the Chief Minister of Mizoram submitted his resignation and the interim goverrmient led 

52 



by Pu.Laldenga, the president of MNF was formed. Therefore, the Mizoram Union 

territory ministry was a combined ministry of Congress I and the MNF. 

In 1987, February 20, the Union Territory of Mizoram became full-fledged state. 

Since 1987 Mizoram witnessed regular assembly elections. 

The first election for the state of Mizoram was held in April 18, 1987 for the 40 

members of Electoral College. In all, one national political party, three regional parties 

and twelve independent candidates contested. Out of the 40 seats, 24 seats went in favour 

of Mizo National Front (MNF), 13 were Indian National Congress and 3 seats were in 

favour of Peoples' Conference party. The total number of candidates was 146. The total 

number of electorates for the election was 3,21,557 and the total votes polled was 

2,33,556. 

There was By-election on 24, April, 1987 due to dual membership of 

Mr.Laldenga, MNF, at Sateek Constituency. Three political parties participate and only 

three candidates contested. The seat went in favour of MNF. 

Thus, from the above discussion, it is cleared that the political scenario of the 

state of Mizoram before 1972 was dominated by the Mizo Union. After the establishment 

of Mizo National Front and the Indian National Congress, the political scenario changed. 

The first MLA election was won by Mizo Union; and again the party won the election for 

both the Lok Sabha and the Rajay Sabha. In fact, the political atmosphere of Mizoram 

before 1978 was controlled and dominated by the Mizo Union. Though the Peoples' 

Conference had very good impression to the people due to their awareness about the 

peace between MNF and Indian Government, the party was split into two political parties 

and their domination to the political history was the shortest. The Congress I won the 

fourth U.T. election, but for the sake of MNF, Pu.Lal Thanhawla, the Chief Minister of 

Mizoram was resigned from his post. Therefore, the interim government was formed led 

by Pu. Laldenga; the president of MNF. It was the beginning of MNF into the Mizoram 

election scenario. For a second time, the MNF won the first Mizoram state's Assembly 

election. It is interesting to note that the influence and domination of the MNF to the 
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ASSEMBLY CONSTITI ENCIES IN 1987 

'. ' if 23 ' i 

22 , ! • - • / W 

/ . . ^ - • - - ; ; .' °̂ ! \ 

i \ ' 33-40 \ .' f \ 

\ y --—^-r \ * » "" - " ) 
\ 19. I ?Q ^ » \ 18 ' / 

S ^ V 3] , , , 

1 / 4 * 2 \ 39. Aizawd Soudi -1 1 

.-»'\,7 0 10 20 30 yKins ( 

• r •, 

\ 
1 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8. 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

Tmpai^.g 
Saiha 
Sangau 
Lawnetlai 
ChawTigte 
Tlabiing 
Buarpui 
Lxmglei South 
Lunglei Nortli 
Tawipui 
Vanva 
Hnahthial 
N Vanlaipixai 
Khawbung 
Chainphai 

16 Khawhai 
17. Saitual 
18. Khawzawi 
19. Ngopa 
20 
21 
22 

Suangpuilavk-n 
Ratu 
Kawnpui 

23. Kolasib. 
24. Bilkhawthlir 
25. Lokicherra 
26 KawTthah 
27. Marait 
28 Phuidungsei 
29 Sateek 
30 
31 
32. 
33 

Serchhip 
Lunj^ho 
Tlungvel 
Aizaw! North - I 

34 Aizawi North - II 
35 Aizawi East - 1 
36 Alzawl East ~ W 
37 
38, 
39. 
40 

_ 

Aizawi West - 1 
Aizawi West -11 
Aizawi Soutii - 1 
Ajzawl South -11 

?0 40 Km:, 

V" V - i 



political atmosphere of Mizoram started in 1986. We can aptly say that the people moved 

away from Peoples Conference to Congress I. 

3.1 SPATIAL ORGANISATION OF CONSTITUENCIES: 

Like other state of Indian Union, the small northeastern state of Mizoram has been 

internally sub-divided into a precisely delimited electoral units or constituencies. When 

Mizoram was the state of Assam, the Mizo hills district and the Cachar hills district were 

under one parliamentary. Moreover, the Mizo hills district had elected only three MLA at 

that time from only three constituencies i.e. Aijal East, Aijal West and Lunglei 

constituencies. 

Table 3.1 

DISTRICT-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CONSTITUENCIES 

Name of District 
Aizawl District 
Lunglei District 
Chhimtuipui District 

1972 
18 
5 
4 

1976 
20 
6 
4 

1987 
28 
7 
5 

Source: Brief Reports on Elections to MLA & LokSabha, 1971-1999 
Reports on Assembly Election in Mizoram, Gov't of Mizoram. 2003 

The first Mizoram Election, which is an election for Mizo District Council 

members, was held at 1952, April 5. The whole district council was divided into 24 parts. 

At that time the people representatives were only 18 and 6 seats were reserved for 

nominated members. The Union Government by following the North-Eastem Areas Re­

organisation Act 1971, had put the Mizo Hills to an Union territory in 1972, January 21 

and was designated as Mizoram. Hence, the 22 member of district council and 2 for 

nominated members were dissolved, the Union territory had 30 member of legislative 

assembly and 3 for nominate seats. The Delimitation Committee followed the area of the 

civil administration, population distribution and geographical contiguity. At the same 
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time the whole Mizoram was divided into three districts viz. Aizawl district, Lunglei 

district and Chhimtuipui district. In addition, three district council viz. Pawi district 

council (Lai autonomous District Council), Lakher district council (Mara Autonomous 

District Council) and Chakma district council (Chakma Autonomous district council) 

were created under the Chhimtuipui district. 

At the time of the first general election of the Union territory of Mizoram, the 

whole region was divided into 30 constituencies. However, on 7* August, 1986, 

Mizoram became a full-fledged state of India with a provision of 40 members' 

unicameral legislature; while reservation of seats for nomination was dissolved. The first 

election of the state of Mizoram Legislative assembly was held on February 16 in 1987. 

Since the region was inaugurated as a state, the number and area of the 40 assembly 

constituencies in Mizoram as a whole has been not witnessed any delimitation. Recently, 

the district boundary of the state of Mizoram was re-organised to from an addition of 6 

districts were created without any delimitation to the constituencies. So that, out of the 40 

constituencies, 13 are in Aizawl district, 7 are in Lunglei district, Saiha, Kolasib, 

Serchhip districts comprise three constituencies each, 5 are in Champhai district, 4 are in 

Mamit district and 2 are in Lawngtlai district. In fact, only twelve constituencies are in 

the southern part of Mizoram; while 28 constituencies are in the northern side. The 

district-wise distribution of the constituencies shows an uneven distributional pattern with 

the Aizawl district claiming 13 constituencies out of the total 40 constituency units with 

just one-seventh of the total geographical area; the remaining 27 constituencies are spread 

over other districts. The much larger geographical area of Lunglei district has only 7 

constituencies. The percentage-wise distribution of seats between the northern areas and 

the southern areas are 70 % and 30 % respectively. As the state of Mizoram experienced 

less racial mixing, in addition with the similarity of the whole area only Lunglei south 

constituency is opened for general. Thus, the 39 seats are reserved for scheduled tribes. 

As a result the over all nature of constituencies or the personalities of all the 

constituencies are more or less similar. On the other hand, a district with a minimum of 2 

constituencies and a maximum of 13 seats has been observed in Aizawl and Lawngtlai 

55 



districts respectively. The uneven pattern of distribution of number of constituencies has 

been due to the density of population in which population forms the main criteria in 

delimitating the constituency boundaries. Therefore, the uneven distribution in population 

has resulted in the uneven distribution of the Assembly constituencies in Mizoram. 

Table 3.2 

DISTRICT-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF CONSTITUENCY 

SI. no. 

1. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

District 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Saiha 

Lawngtlai 

Champhai 

Kolasib 

Mamit 

Serchhip 

fotal 

No. of constituencies 

13 

7 

3 

2 

5 

3 

4 

3 

40 

General 

nil 

1 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1 

S.T. 

13 

6 

3 

2 

5 

3 

4 

3 

39 

S.C. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Source: Statistical handbook, report on the general election ofMLA 2003. 

The area of each constituency are different, vary in size and in population. The 

Assembly Constituencies have been delimitated three times during this 16 years. By 

doing this, the committee took population distribution and accessibility as main criteria. 

The precise delimitation of the constituencies is necessary to avoid mass confusion. In 

fact, the candidates, party workers and the electorates must know the exact territorial 

limits of the respective constituency. The constituencies in Mizoram vary in shape; for 

example the Lunglei North constituencies formed an oval shape, but the Tlabung 

constituency has an elongated shape like Italy. But it is true to say that; all the 

constituencies in Mizoram are geographically contiguous demarcated in such a way as to 
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have regarded to the natural features, roads, etc. for public conveniences. Since the 

number of population and ethnic composition of the population form the basis of 

delimitation and determined the nature of the particular constituency, the Lunglei South 

constituency in Lunglei district has also been left as an open for general due to the 

presence of large number of non tribal population in the area. However, though the 

Tlabung constituency have experienced very high racial mixing, it is aptly right to reserve 

the seat for tribal. The ethnic consideration was also kept in mind while drawing the 

constituency boundary. In fact the demarcation is on the basis of geographical condition 

of the area and not on the gerrymandering policy.' All the assembly constituencies in 

Mizoram are single member constituencies. 

3.2 ELECTORAL PATTERNS SINCE 1972 

Between 1972 to 1987, the Union Territory had for four general elections and 

once for the State Assembly of Mizoram. In addition, three by-elections were held and 

the resultant electoral patterns can be traced as follows. 

I. General Election, 1972: In 1972 general election, which was held in April 18, 1987 

for the 30 members of Electoral College, one national political party, three regional 

parties and 56 independent candidates took part. Out of the 30 Electoral College, 21 seats 

went in favour of Mizo Union (MU), 4 to Indian National Congress and 5 seats to in 

favour of independent candidates. The total numbers of 174 candidates were in the fray 

for the election but 17 persons had withdrawn from the election platforms and only 155 

persons contested. Among the candidates, two persons belong to female gender. The total 

number of electorates for the election was 1,56,898 and 1,14,385 persons exercised their 

franchise, which showed 72.90 percent votes were turned out and cast their votes to all 

the 256 polling stations. In this election the average number of candidate per constituency 

was 5.16. For all over the 30 constituencies, the percentage of vote polled was 72.55. 

' The Stateman, Calcutta. 13, February, 1987 
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RESULT OF ASSEMBLY ELECTION, 1972 

1. Tuipang 
2. Sangau 
3. Saiha 
4. Chawngte 
5. Demagiri 
6. Buarpui 
7. Lunglei 
8. S.Vanlaiphai 
9. Unahthial 
10. N.Vaiilaiphai 
11. Khawbung 
12. Champhai 
13. Khawzawl 
14. Ratu 
15. Suangpuilawn 
16. Saitual 
17. Tlungvel 
IS.Khawhai 
19. Lvmg)ho 
20. Serchhip 
21.Phu!dungsei 
22. Sateek 
23. Aizawl South 
24. Aizawl Center 
25. Aizawl North 
26. Kolasib 
27. Kawnpui 

V / / / 

f » • « 

Mizo Union 

Independent 

Indian National 
Congress 
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Table 3.3 

RESULT OF GENERAL ELECTION, 1972 

Constituency 

Tuipang 

Sangau 

Saiha 

Chawngte 

Demagiri 
(Tlabung) 
Buarpui 

Lunglei 

S.Vanlaiphai 

Hnahthial 

N.Vanlaiphai 

Khawbung 

Champhai 

Khawzawl 

Ratu 

Suangpuilawn 

Saitual 

Tlungvel 

Khawhai 

Lungpho 

Serchhip 

Phuldungsei 

Sateek 

Aizawl south 

Aizawl center 

Aizawl north 

Elected 

Hiphei 

Sangchhum 

Sapliana 

Satio Prio 

Hari Kristo 
Chakma 
PB.Nikhuma 

KL.Rochama 

Saitlawma 

Thangzika 

R.Dotinaia 

F.Hrangvela 

Lalhlira 

Vanlalhruaia 

Sangkhuma 

H.Thansanga 

Khawtinkhuma 

Hrangaia 

J.Thanghuama 

Lalruata 

Vaivenga 

Lalkunga 

Raltezoliana 

Lalsangzuala 

Lalrinliana 

R.Thangliana 

Party 

IND 

IND 

IND 

IND 

INC 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

INC 

MU 

MU 

IND 

MU 

INC 

MU 

MU 

Vote secured 

1391 

1004 

1390 

1390 

2126 

798 

1430 

1486 

2195 

1029 

1036 

1887 

2127 

1979 

1630 

1399 

2606 

1447 

2081 

1776 

1230 

1434 

1462 

1462 

2259 

% of vote 
secured out 
of total valid 
votes 
39.52 

23.69 

49.02 

32.25 

89.29 

29.24 

24.15 

36.63 

40.09 

27.05 

30.88 

49.34 

50.64 

46.19 

31.63 

42.16 

55.93 

45.80 

52.07 

44.54 

32.89 

36.85 

44.11 

55.95 

25.63 
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Kawnpui 

Kolasib 

Sairang 

Mamit 

Rengdil 

Ch.Saprawnga 

Ch.Chhunga 

Ngurdawla 

C.Chawngkunga 

Zalawma 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MU 

INC 

2305 

2290 

1357 

1138 

1388 

46.54 

44.99 

40.54 

52.24 

52.75 

Source: Brief report on elections to MLA & MP 1972-1999 

From the above table, it is clear that the assembly seats of Mizoram have been divided 

between two political parties i.e. MU and INC and to independent candidates. Though the 

total number of electorates was 1, 56,898, only 1, 14,385 electorates turned out and yet as 

much as 2,038 votes were rejected. Therefore only 70.98 % of votes out of the total votes 

were acceptable. In the first election for U.T. MLA, the INC candidates were contested at 

29 seats and won only 6 seats, and got only 30.91 % of votes out of the total valid votes. 

As much as 56 numbers of independent candidates contested at 56 seats, but won only 3 

seats; while the Socialist party and Mizo labour party, who participated as independent, 

contested at 18 and 27 seats, were without a single seat. The Mizo Union got 21 seats and 

won the election. In this election, Mr.Hari Kristo Chakma (MCC or INC), at Tlabung or 

Demagiri constituency got the highest percentage (89,29%) out of the total valid votes 

among all the candidates; whereas Mr.Sangchhum(IND) got the least percentage to won a 

seat at Sangau constituency by securing only 23.69 % of the total valid votes. Because of 

the less number of candidates, Mr.Hari Kristo had a chance to secure higher percentage 

while with as much as 8 candidates, Mr.Sangchhum secure only 23.69%. In this election 

the average percentage of vote secured by elected candidates was 42.06. 

Thus, in the first election of the U.T. Member of Legislative Assembly of 

Mizoram, only one the Mizo Union has done well. 

2. General election, 1978: After 5 year of the previous election, the second election for 

U.T. MLA was held at 17 and 20 Mayl978. At that time more unaffiliated local party 

contested in the elections and with the regional political party i.e. PC party (Peoples' 

Conference), the total number of different groups who were contested was 6. There were 
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2, 22,226 electorates in Mizoram, whereas the total number of vote polled was 1, 42,308. 

The PC party, Mizoram Congress Committee (as independent), Mizoram Janata Dal (as 

independent), Mizo Union (as independent), Mizoram Democratic Front (as independent) 

and four independent candidates contested for 28, 26, 28, 15 and 4 seats respectively. The 

PC party secured 22 seats, 4 seats gone in favour of Mizoram Congress Committee 

(MCC), independent candidates got 3 seats and the Mizoram Janata Dal (MJD) won at a 

single constituency while Mizo Union and Mizoram Democratic Front were without a 

single seat. 

Table 3.4 

RESULT OF GENERAL ELECTION, 1978 

Constituency 

Tuipang 
Sangau 
Saiha 

Chawngte 

Demagiri 
(Tlabung) 
Buarpui 

Lunglei 

Kawrthah 

Hnahthial 

N.Vanlaiphai 

Khawbung 

Champhai 

Sairang 

Ratu 

Suangpuilawn 

Saitual 

Tlungvel 

Elected 

Hiphei 
Sangchhum 
R.T.Zachono 

Kisto Mohan 

Hari Kristo Chakma 

K.Lalsanga 

Lalhmingthanga 

C.Vulluaia 

R.Romawia 

J.H.Rothuama 

J.Kapthianga 

Lai Thanhawla 

Tlanchhunga 

J.Thankunga 

F.Malsawma 

K.M.Biaksailova 

C.L.Ruala 

Party 

INC 
MJP 
IND 

IND 

MCC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

MCC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

MCC 

Vote 
secured 

2979 
1308 
1536 

1035 

1766 

2053 

3361 

934 

3351 

1220 

1752 

1835 

1797 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1835 

% of vote 
secured out of 
the total valid 
votes 
58.71 
31.67 
29.95 

30.27 

53.95 

79.29 

58.43 

19.04 

38.00 

43.37 

35.08 

42.21 

40.29 

NA 

NA 

NA 

48.55 
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RESULT OF ASSEMBLY ELECTION, 1978 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

Tuipang 
Sangaii 
Saiha 
Chawngte 
Demagiri 
Buarpui 
Lunglei 
Tawipui 
Hnahthial 

10. N.Vanlaiphai 
ll.Khawbimg 
12. Champhai 
IS.Ngopa 
H.Ratu 
15. Suangpuilawn 
16. Saitual 
17. Tlungvel 
IS.Khawhai 
19. Lungpho 
20. Sercbhip 
21.Hiuldungsei 
22. Sateek 
23. Kolasib 
24. Kawnpui 
25. Aizawl North 
26. Aizawl South 
27. Aizawl East 
28. Aizawl West 
29. Sairang 
30. Kawrtliah 
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People's Conference 
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Committee 
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Mamit 

Lungpho 

Serchhip 

Phuldungsei 

Sateek 

Aizawl South 

Aizawl East 

Aizawl North 

Aizawl West 

Kolasib 

Tawipui 

Kawnpui 

Ngopa 

Tlanchhunga 

K. Biakchungnunga 

Thanmawii 

Lalupa 

Lalthanzauva 

Sainghaka 

Thangridema 

Thenphunga Sailo 

Zairemthanga 

Chawngkunga 

Kiautuma 

Kenneth Chawngliana 

P.B.Rosanga 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

MCC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

NA 

2077 

1824 

1198 

1335 

2519 

2592 

3115 

2461 

2155 

1316 

NA 

NA 

NA 

59.64 

41.20 

35.04 

30.21 

38.94 

46.34 

48.55 

45.07 

42.21 

31.78 

NA 

NA 

Source: Brief report on elections to MLA & MP 1972-1999 

The total number of candidates from all sides was increased from 174 in 1972 to 189 in 

1978; but, as much as 35 persons had withdrawn their contest in the election. One woman 

participated in this election as a candidate. The total number of voters within the 30 

constituencies came up to 2, 21,226 and the average of votes turned out was 62.99 

percent. The average number of candidates per constituency was 5.13 persons, and for all 

the constituencies the percentage of valid vote polled was 98.70. Unfortunately, there are 

no data available from Suangpuilawn, Ratu, Kawnpui, Ngopa, Mamit and Saitual. In this 

election, Mr.K.Lalsanga(PC) secured the highest percentage among all the candidates as 

high as 79.29% of the total valid votes from Buarpui constituency; whereas 

Mr.Lalthanzauva(PC) secured 30.21 % of the total valid votes from Sateek constituency. 

The average percentage of votes secured by elected candidates was 42.59. 

3. General election, 1979: Due to the unacceptable circumstances within the ministry, 

the Union Territory government of Mizoram was dissolved by the Central government. 
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Therefore the period between the third election and the previous election was only one 

year. The third election for the post of MLA in the Union territory of Mizoram was held 

in 1979, April 24 and 27. In this election, 2 national political parties, 1 affiliated regional 

party, 3 unaffiliated regional political parties and 20 independent candidates contested. 

The total number of electors was 2, 43,553 and the total vote polled was 1, 65,344. In this 

election we saw 6 political parties, 3 of them were we never seen on the platform of the 

previous elections of Mizoram. The PC got the highest number that is 18; the Indian 

National Congress (INC) got the second highest number of seats that is 5, 4seats gone in 

favour of Peoples' Conference 'B' (PC 'B') and the Janata party won at two 

constituencies while 1 seat gone for all the 38 independent candidates. 

Table 3.5 

RESULT OF THE GENERAL ELECTION, 1979 

Constituency 

Tuipang 

Sangau 

Saiha 

Chawngte 

Demagiri 
(Tlabung) 
Buarpui 

Lunglei 

Tawipui 

Hnahthial 

N.Vanlaiphai 

Khawbung 

Champhai 

Khawhai 

Saitual 

Ngopa 

Elected 

Hiphei 

H.Rammawi 

S.Vadyu 

Sneha Kumar 

Hari Kristo Chakma 

K.Lalsanga 

Lalhmingthanga 

B.Lalchungnunga 

Ellis Saidenga 

Ngurchhina 

J.Ngurdawla 

Lai Thanhawla 

J.H.Rothuama 

L.Piandenga 

P.B.Rosanga 

Party 

Janata 

PC 

Janata 

IND 

MCC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC'B' 

PC 

INC 

PC'B' 

PC 

PC 

Vote 
secured 

2467 

2161 

2853 

1368 

1296 

2224 

3846 

1989 

3648 

843 

1185 

1953 

996 

1625 

2662 

% of vote secured 
out of the total 
valid votes 

61.27 

50.41 

48.51 

30.05 

36.16 

79.94 

58.10 

42.94 

52.37 

23.44 

26.36 

31.90 

22.37 

26.22 

51.27 
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RESULT OF ASSEMBLY ELECTION, 1979 
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10 ISI Vanlaiphai 
11 Khawbung 
12 Champhai 
13 Khawzawl 
14 SaiUial 
15 Ngopa 
16 Suangpuilawn 
17 Rata 
18 Khawhai Kawnpui 
19 Lungpho Kolasib 
20 Kawrthah 
21 Sairang 
22 Phuldungsei 
23 Sateek 
24 Serchhip 
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Suangpuilawn 

Ratu 

Kawnpui 

Kolasib 

Kawrthah 

Sairang 

Phuldungsei 

Sateek 

Serchhip 

Lungpho 

Tlungvel 

Aizawl North 

Aizawl East 

Aizawl West 

Aizawl South 

F.Malsawma 

J.Thankunga 

Dr.Kenneth Chawngliana 

C.Chawngkunga 

Saikapthianga 

C.VuUuaia 

P.Lalupa 

Lalthanzauva 

Bualhranga 

R.Biakchungnunga 

C.L.Ruala 

Thenphunga Sailo 

Thanmawii 

Zairemthanga 

Sainghaka 

PC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

INC 

PC 

PC'B ' 

PC'B ' 

PC 

PC 

INC 

PC 

PC 

PC 

INC 

3035 

2091 

2336 

2242 

1522 

1872 

1821 

1643 

2135 

2288 

2104 

2951 

2117 

2448 

2630 

46.41 

37.18 

33.66 

34.76 

28.59 

35.80 

45.37 

31.71 

37.29 

53.17 

40.22 

37.69 

33.67 

35.95 

33.66 

Source: Brief report on elections to MLA & MP 1972-1999 

The total number of candidates was increased to 165, but as much as 14 persons 

withdrew their participation. Out of the total candidates, 2 persons are women and 163 

are male. In addition, the average number of candidates for all the constituencies was 5 

persons per constituency. From the above detailed data it has been observed that the 

election scenario of the general election, 1993 was dominated by the MNF. In fact, it was 

pulled between the MNF and the INC within the three constituencies. Mr.K.Lalsanga, a 

PC party candidate, for the second time secured the highest percentage as high as 79.94% 

out of the total valid votes from Buarpui constituency. In addition, in this election 

Mr.J.H.Rothuama, a PC 'B' party candidate secured the least percentage as low as 22.37 

% out of the total valid votes from Khawhai constituency. The average percentage of 

votes secured by elected candidates was 40.21. 

63 



By-elections: In 1982, on 5* May, Bye-election for the post of MLA to the Union 

territorial government of India in Mizoram at four constituencies viz. N.Vanlaiphai, 

Khawhai, Phuldungsei and Sateek due to the withdrawal of PC 'B' member, they are 

Pu.Ngurchhina, Pu.JH.Rothuama, Pu.Lalupa and Pu.Lalthanzauva. And the PC party 

succeed at three constituencies and only Sateek constituency gone in favour of Mizo 

Union. 

Due to the brutal murder of Pu.R.Zadinga, an elected MLA from the Phuldungsei 

constituency, the election Commission conducted a bye-election on4th April, 1983; and 

was succeeded by Pu.Liansuama, a INC party candidate. 

In 1984, on the date of June 27 , bye-election at the N.VAnlaiphai was conducted 

by the Election Commisssion due to the murder of Pu.Thawmvunga, an elected MLA 

who belonged to PC party. And the seat was won by Pu.C.L.Ruala, a INC candidate. 

And yet, due to the dual membership of Pu.Laldenga, a president of MNF, there 

was a bye-election at the Sateek constituency, and was succeeded by Pu.Thankima who 

belongs to MNF political party. 

4. General election, 1984: The state of Mizoram went to poll on 27, June, 1984 for the 

third time after the declaration of Union territory. The total number of candidates was 

decreased to 138, out of the total candidates there was only one woman. We see that two 

new parties took part on the fray. It was a pull from six sides, and one national party, one 

affiliated regional party and 3 unaffiliated regional parties and from independent 

candidates contested for this election. The average number of candidate was 4.6 in this 

election. The total number of voter was 2,56,530, while only 1,92,863 electorate exercise 

their rights; i.e. only 75.18 % cast their votes. Again, in this election for all the polling 

station as much as 2,490 votes were being rejected. The total valid votes was 1,85,889 

and the percentage of valid votes out of the total votes polled was 98.67. 
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RESULT OF ASSEMBLY ELECTION, 1984 ^ Tuipang 
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Table 3.6 

RESULT OF GENERAL ELECTION, 1984 

Constituency 

Tuipang 

Sangau 

Saiha 

Chawngte 

Demagiri 
(Tlabung) 
Buarpui 

Lunglei 

Tawipui 

Hnahthial 

Khawbung 

Champhai 

Khawhai 

Saitual 

Ngopa 

Suangpuilawn 

Ratu 

Kawnpui 

Kolasib 

Kawrthah 

Sairang 

Phuldungsei 

Sateek 

Serchhip 

Lungpho 

Tlungvel 

NA 

Aizawl North 

Elected 

Hiphei 

K.Sangchhum 

F.Lalramliana 

Aran Bikash 

Hari Kristo 
Chakma 
Brig.T.Sailo 

Lalhmingthanga 

Z.D.Lai sangliana 

Vanlalnghaka 

Rochhunga Ralte 

Lalhlira 

R.Lalawia 

K.Biakchungnunga 

Zosiama Pachuau 

H.Thansanga 

R.Thangliana 

Vaivenga 

Zalawma 

Saikapthianga 

Lalhuthanga 

Liansuama 

J.Thanghuma 

Lalthanhawla 

K.L.Lianchia 

Lallawmsanga Zadeng 

NA 

Zairemthanga 

Party 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

PC 

PC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

IND 

PC 

PC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

MC 

INC 

PC 

PC 

NA 

PC 

Vote 
secured 

3592 

1802 

6367 

2125 

1759 

2160 

3975 

1657 

3686 

2034 

2693 

1062 

2051 

2915 

2782 

2159 

2454 

3044 

3023 

2043 

2493 

1983 

2456 

2174 

2258 

NA 

3797 

% of vote secured 
out of the total 
valid votes 
55.79 

37.09 

52.75 

36.12 

36.26 

48.90 

46.53 

31.07 

48.31 

36.82 

40.20 

25.19 

31.21 

47.39 

46.80 

33.81 

36.93 

38.03 

41.01 

27.71 

47.61 

38.91 

45.91 

51.71 

46.33 

NA 

42.48 
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Aizawl East 

Aizawl West 

Aizawl South 

Rokamlova 

K.Thansiami 

Sainghaka 

INC 

PC 

INC 

3803 

3213 

3113 

44.61 

37.69 

33.78 

Source: Brief report on elections to MLA & MP 1972-1999 

It has been observed that the total number of electorate was increasing and but the total 

number of invalid votes increased from the previous election. Again the number of 

candidates was decreased from the average of 5 persons per constituency in 1979 to 4.6 

persons per constituency in 1984. The Indian National Congress won 20 seats out of the 

total 30 seats, and formed the ministry. In this election Mr.Hiphei got 55.79% of the total 

valid votes from Tuipang constituency, which was the highest percentage. Mr.R.Lalawia, 

an independent candidate secured 25.19% out of the total valid votes polled from 

Khawhai constituency, which was the lowest percentage in this election. The average 

percentage of votes secured by elected candidates was 40.19. 

5. General election, 1987: The first general election, after the Union territory was 

conferred to a fiill-fledge State, for the state's Member of Legislative Assembly, 

Mizoram was held on the date 16, February in 1987. The numbers of constituencies were 

increased from 30 to 40 and there were 214 candidates for the 40 constituencies; but as 

much as 69 persons had withdrawn from the election fray. Among the candidates there 

were only two women, and the average candidate per constituency was 3.62. In this 

election, II persons from independent, I national political party, 1 affiliated regional 

political party and two unaffiliated regional party took part on the election platform. The 

Mizo National Front won the contest by securing 36.62 % of the total valid votes polled 

from the 24 seats. Other political parties who participated in this election were Indian 

National congress, PC party, and Mizo National Union and 11 independent candidates. 
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Table 3.7 

RESULT OF THE GENERAL ELECTION, 1987 

Constituency 

Tuipang 

Saiha 

Sangau 

Lawngtlai 

Chawngte 

Tlabung 

Buarpui 

Lunglei South 

Lunglei North 

Tawipui 

Vanva 

Hnahthial 

N.Vanlaiphai 

Khawbung 

Champhai 

Khawhai 

Saitual 

Khawzawl 

Ngopa 

Suangpuilawn 

Ratu 

Kawnpui 

Kolasib 

BilkhawthUr 

Lokicherra 

Kawrthah 

Elected 

Hiphei 

S.Hiato 

H.Rammawi 

Lalramliana 

Nirupam chakma 

Hari Kristo Chakma 

P.Lalbiaka 

H.Lalruata 

L.Ngurchhina 

P.SiamHana 

KThanfianga 

Vanlalnghaka 

Lalrinmawia 

K.Vanlalauva " 

Zoramthanga 

RXalawia 

Andrew Lalherliana 

Tawnluia 

Zosiama Pachuau 

Vanlalngena 

Lalrinchhana 

Lalkhawnghinga 

Aichhinga 

Vanlalhruaia 

J.Thanghuama 

Saikapthianga 

Party 

INC 

INC 

PC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

INC 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

INC 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

MF 

MNF 

PC 

INC 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

INC 

Vote secured 

3387 

3579 

2200 

2910 

declared 

2115 

1908 

2622 

2514 

3092 

1889 

1962 

2170 

2464 

3289 

1984 

1955 

3009 

2946 

2036 

3101 

2814 

2609 

1541 

2176 

2111 

% of vote 
secured out of 
the total valid 
votes 
61.78 

55.87 

44.83 

35.23 

39.35 

37.70 

51.91 

44.08 

49.18 

40.60 

37.68 

43.40 

36.83 

37.63 

42.83 

42.90 

55.48 

38.26 

38.97 

42.59 

38.59 

46.92 

36.05 

46.44 

47.20 
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RESULT OF ASSEMBLY ELECTION, 1987 i. 
•y 

3. 
4 
5 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10 
11 
12 
13 

TuJpajig 
Saiha 
Sangau 
Lawngtlai 
Chawn0£ 
Tlabung 
Buarput 
Lunglei South 
Lunglei North 
Tawipui 
Vanva 
Hnalithial 
N.Vanlaiphai 

14, Khavvbung 
15 Champhai 
16. Khavk-hai 
17 Saituai 
18. Khawzawl 
19. Ngopa 
20 
21 
22 
23 

Suangjuilawn 
Ratu 
Kawnpui 
Kolasib. 

24. Bilkhawthlir 
25. Lokichena 
26. Kawrtfaah 
27. Mamit 
28. Phuldungsei 
29. Sateek 
30 
31 
32. 
33. 

Serdibjp 
Lungpho 
Tlungvel 
Aizawi North —I 

34. Aizawl North -U 
35. Aizawi East - 1 
36 Aizawi East - n 
37. 
38. 

Aizaw! W e s t - 1 
Aizawi West -11 

39. Aizawi South - 1 
40 Aizawi South - H 
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Mamit 

Phuldungsei 

Sateek 

Serchhip 

Lungpho 

Tlungvel 

Aizawl North-I 

Aizawl North-II 

Aizawl East-I 

Aizawl East-II 

Aizawl West-I 

Aizawl West-II 

Aizawl South-I 

Aizawl South-II 

K.Zahungliana 

Liansuama 

Laldenga 

Lai Thanhawla 

K.L.Lianchia 

P.C.Zoramsangliana 

Lalhlimpuii 

Laldenga 

Saingura Sailo 

Rokamlova 

H.Hrangdawla 

Rualchhina 

RTlanghmingthanga 

Chawngzuala 

MNF 

INC 

MNF 

INC 

PC 

INC 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

INC 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

MNF 

2193 

3025 

3219 

2711 

2223 

1803 

2328 

2145 

2268 

1766 

3311 

3302 

3119 

3906 

37.92 

47.78 

56.75 

37.42 

45.92 

37.24 

38.08 

33.74 

35.63 

34.25 

46.03 

49.11 

47.25 

56.37 

Source: Brief report on elections to MLA & MP 1972-1999 

It is observed that the number of candidates increased from 138 in 1984 to 145 in 1987, 

among them two were women. The average number of candidates per constituency was 

4.05. There were 321557 electorates in Mizoram and total vote of 2,33,556 were polled 

out of this 2,30,869 votes were valid; again as much as 2691 votes were invalid from all 

550 polling stations. Therefore the percentage of total votes polled was decreased from 

75.13 % in 1984 to 72.63 in 1987. For his second consecutive, Mr. Hiphei, an INC 

candidate, secured the highest in the first State's election in 1987 as high as 61.78 % out 

of the total valid votes. On the other hand, Mr.Laldenga, a president of MNF political 

party secured, the least percentage in the first state's election in 1987, as low as 33.74% 

out of the total valid votes from Aizawl North-II constituency. The average percentage of 

votes secured by elected candidates was 43.48. 
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3.3 NATURE OF CONTEST: 

Since 1972, as much as 160 seats were opened for elections. Therefore, 658 

candidates have been altogether registered for the 160 seats during an election of 1972 to 

1984. The Peoples' Conference political party proposed 119 candidates at 1978, 1979, 

1984 and 1987, and won 51 seats, while the Sociahst party, the Mizo Peace Forum, 

Mizoram Democratic front and Mizo Labour party are vanished without a win in these 

elections. The Indian National Congress proposed 150 candidates to all the five elections 

and won 48 seats, while the Mizo Convention won a seat in 1984 election and, the 

Mizoram Janata Party proposed 58 candidates in 1979 and 1984 election and won only 3 

seats. The Mizo National front political party performed only at 1987 and won as high as 

24 seats. It is very interesting to note that for all the five elections, the total number of 

independent candidates is 110 but won only 8 seats in all the elections. 

In the first U.T. Legislative election, there were 155 candidates for the 30 seats, 

while the number of candidates was decreased to 103 at 1978. In the third U.T. legislative 

election in 1979, the number of candidates increased to 150 and is going down to 138 in 

total in 1984. But the total number of candidates for the 40 constituencies goes up to 145 

in the first election Mizoram State in 19 87. 

The average number of candidates in these five elections is varying. It was 5.16 

candidates per constituency while it was slightly decreased to 5.13 candidates per 

constituency in 1978. The average number of candidates per constituency in 1979 was 5 

persons and was again, decreased to 4.6 persons. Moreover, the number of candidates per 

constituency decreased again to 3.62 persons per constituency. Moreover, though the 

total numbers of persons who filed nomination were 174, 189, 165, and 214 in 1972, 

1978, 1979 and 1987 respectively; who really participated for the elections was decreased 

to 153, 153, 148 137 and 143 in 1972, 1978, 1979, 1984 and 1987. 

The above facts reveal that the number of contestants decreased in 1979 from the 

previous year; the number of persons who filed nomination in 1987 was 24. It is visible 

that for all the constituencies the average numbers of contestant are decreasing. 

Therefore, it can be said that party loyalties and their influences are decreasing. 
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3.4 PARTY-WISE PERFORMANCE: 

Considering the party-wise performance on the basis of out-right victories alone 

may not resuU in a precise measurement of party support for the various parties in each 

constituency. It is quite frequent for the elected candidate to win only a minority out of 

the total votes cast in a constituency and the majority to become negligible. Therefore, a 

discussion on the basis of victory alone sometimes fails to depict the very fine division of 

the public opinion within the constituency. 

In addition, the contesting number of candidates also decreased since 1972 to 

1984 but it was going up to 145 candidates in 1987. In some places like Tlabung and 

Chawngte constituencies non- Mizo tribe like Chakma and Bru are at large number, 

political party especially the INC set Chakma candidates and never loose the said seats. It 

can be said that nationalism deeply influences the peoples' mind set and choices. 

The result of the first U.T. election clearly shows that the deep impression of the Mizo 

Union to the Mizo society. The Mizo Union got 21 seats out of the total 30 seats whereas 

the socialist and Mizo Labour party did not get at least one seat. The Indian national 

congress (INC), in the previous elections it was known as Mizoram Congress Committee 

(MCC); got only 6 seat and out of the total 56 independent candidates, only 3 won their 

battle. 

The resuh of the second U.T. election of 1978 and the third election in 1979 

shows that the domination of Peoples' Conference to the political scenario of Mizoram at 

that time. The Indian National Congress, back up from Central won the fight for ministry 

in 1984. But the result of the first State's election of Mizoram shows that the entry of 

Mizo National Front in to the political field of Mizoram. The MNF party easily won the 

race for ministry in 1987. 

70 



Table 3.8 
PARTY-WISE PERFORMANCE IN 1972 

Name of party 

INC 

Socialist Party 

Mizo Union (Ind.) 

Mizo Labour Party 

Independent 

Total 

No. of candidates 

29 

18 

25 

27 

56 

155 

No. of 
seat won 

6 

Nil 

21 

Nil 

3 

Votes polled 

34,421 

1713 

39,645 

15195 

20383 

1,11,357 

% of votes polled 

30.34 

1.17 

36.13 

14.24 

18.12 

Fig. 3.1 

Pie showing performance of Political parties 

K«^ 

in1i )72 

DINC ' 

B Socialist 

DMU 

DMLP 

• Indp. 

i 

Source: Brief report on elections to MLA 1972-1999. 
Report on general Election, 2003 p. 88 
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Table 3.9 

PARTY-WISE PEFORMANCE IN 1978 

Name of party 

Peoples' Conference (PC) 

Mizoram Congress Committee (Ind.) 

Mizoram Janata Party (MJP) 

Mizo Union (Ind.) 

Mizoram Democratic Front 

Independent 

Total 

No. of 

candidates 

28 

26 

28 

15 

16 

4 

117 

No. of 
seat won 

22 

4 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Votes 

polled 

52640 

30825 

21785 

9847 

2138 

23235 

140470 

% of votes 

polled 

37.47 

21.94 

15.50 

7.01 

1.52 

16.54 

Fig.3.2 

Pie showing performance of Political parties in 1978 

nPC 

D M C C 

DMJP 

DMU 

• MDF 

n Indp. 

Source: Brief report on elections to MLA 1972-1999. 
Report on general Election, 2003. p. 88 
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Table 3.10 
PARTY-WISE PERFORMANCE IN 1979 

Name of party 

Janata Party 
INC 
PC 
PC 'B'. 
Mizo Union 

Mizo Democratic 
Front 
Independent 
Total 

No.of candidates 

30 
25 
27 
23 

21 

4 

20 

150 

No.of 
seat won 

2 
5 
18 
4 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Votes polled 

21,435 
39,115 
53,515 
22,259 

13,367 

925 

13,182 

1,63,798 

% of votes polled 

13.08 
23.88 
32.67 
13.58 

8.16 

0.56 

8.06 

Fig.3.3 

Pie showing party performance in 1979 

DlNC 

• MJP 

H P C 

• PC'B' 

DMU 

DMDF 

• Indp. 

Source Brief report on elections to MLA 1972-1999. 
Report on general Election, 2003 p 88 
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Table 3.11 
PARTY-WISE PERFORMANCE IN 1984 

Name of party 

INC 
PC 
Mizo Convention 
Mizo Union 
Mizo Peace Forum 
Independent 
Totals 

No.of 
Candidates 

30 
28 
28 
19 
14 
19 

166 

No.of 
seat won 

20 
8 
1 

Nil 
Nil 

1 

Votes polled 

76974 
66065 
23989 
6889 
6640 
9780 

190337 

% of votes polled 

40.44 
34.71 
12.60 
3.62 
3.49 
5.13 

Fig.3.4 

Source Brief report on elections to MLA 1972-1999 
Report on general Election, 2003 p 88 
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Table 3.12 
PARTY-WISE PERFORMANCE IN 1987 

Name of party 

INC 
PC 
MNF 
Mizo National 
Union 
Indp. 
Totals 

No.of Candidates 

40 
36 
37 

21 

11 
145 

No. of 
seat won 

13 
3 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

Votes 
polled 

76,152 
54,717 
84,549 

7,688 

7759 
2,30,865 

% of votes polled 

32.98 
23.70 
36.62 

3.33 

3.36 

Fig.3.5 

Source: Brief report on elections to ML A 1972-1999. 
Report on general Election, 2003. p. 88 
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The Mizo National Front (MNF): 

It is the most prominent regional political party in Mizoram now a day. The Mizo 

National Front is the only political party who is still in the political field of Mizoram, 

who contest in elections before 1972. Since the MNF declared the independence of 

Mizoram and the group was out law from the Indian nation. Therefore the group never 

participated in election during 1972 to 1984. But it is undoubtedly true to say that the 

MNF had a very string impression in to the political atmosphere of Mizoram during that 

time. It has a very strong organizational structure even to the rural areas. The first 

appearance of MNF into the election fray was in 1987 only. But at that time the political 

party won 24 seats out of the total 40 seats in the state of Mizoram by securing 36.62 % 

of the total valid votes polled. Among all the candidates from the party Mr.Chawngzuala 

secured the highest percentage i.e.56.37% at Aizawl South-II constituency. 

We can say that the MNF the influence of MNF to the people of Mizoram is still 

goes on and the party is the holder of Ministry till the state's last election in 2003. 

The Indian National Congress (INC): 

The Indian National congress, for the first time, enters in to the battle for ministry 

in Mizoram in 1972. But, that time the political party did not settled firmly in Mizoram; 

and in 1978 election it appeared as the Mizoram Congress Committee. The INC or the 

MCC contested to 29 seats but won only 6 seats in 1972 and secured 30.91% of the total 

valid votes polled; while it contested in 26 seats and won only 4 seats in 1978 and 

secured 21.94 %. The party was appeared as INC in the third UT election in 1979 

contested in 25 constituencies and won only 5 seats securing 23.88% out of the total valid 

votes. The party again contested in 30 constituencies and secured 40.44 % from 20 seats; 

and formed the last U.T. government in 1984. In the first Mizoram State's elecfion, the 

party fight for all the 40 constituencies but won only 13 seats. In this election, the INC 

secured as high as 32.98 % out of the total valid votes. It is the most and strongest 

organized national political peirty in Mizoram. During 1972 to 1987, the party did best in 

the fourth U.T. election in 1984 by securing 40.44%. Among all the candidates for all the 
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elections, Mr. Hari Kristo Chakma did his best in 1972 General election; he secured 

89.29 % of the total votes polled at Tlabung constituency. As the political party is well-

organised and structurally strong, it is interesting to note that the INC never lose Tlabung 

constituency till the last election in 2003. Infact, though the party could not dominate the 

whole study area, the party dominates the western parts of Lunglei district. In addition, 

the INC did not set more than two candidates to Tlabung constituency. 

The People's Conference (PC): 

The Peoples' Conference political party was set up in 1975 and appeared in 1978, 

1979, 1984 and 1987 elections. It is undoubtedly true to say that the PC, even during the 

state was under militancy, and was hope of the people. The PC political party set 28 

candidates and 22 of them won their battle for a seat in Union territory legislative 

assembly. The PC party fought for 27 seats in 1979 and won 18 seats, and fought for 28 

seats and won only 8 seats, again the party fought for 36 seats and won only 3 seats. The 

PC political party did their best in 1978 election and their over all score is 37.47 %; and 

then formed the government. Among all the candidates for all the elections, 

Mr.K.Lalsanga secured the highest percentage, as high as 79.94 % out of the total valid 

votes, from Buarpui constituency in 1979. The over all percentage of votes secured by PC 

party was 32.67% in 1979, 34.71% in 1984 and it was 23.70 % in 1987. Though the over 

all percentage secured by the party shows dynamic nature, in fact, by looking to the 

number of seats the party won out of the total number of seats that the party set their 

candidates, the party was seriously declined. The performance of the PC party shows 

downward trend since 1978. In addition, the political party changed their own name 

twice, i.e. MPC in 1998 and MZPC in 2003. Though, the name of the party is somehow 

similar but the above facts depicts that the party is not well organised or not stable in its 

structure. 
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Mizo Union: 

Mizo Union is one the foremost political party and could be said that a pioneer in 

party politics in Mizoram. The political party appeared for all the elections. In 1972, the 

party secured 35.60 % and formed the UT government. In 1972, the party fought for 25 

seats out of the total 30 seats and won 21 seats. But, it is quite heartening that the party 

never won a seat after the 1972 election. Among all candidates who belong to Mizo 

Union political party, Mr.Lalruata scored the highest percentage as high as 52.07 % from 

Lungpho constituency in 1972. The party got 35.60 % in 1972, 7.01%in 1978, 8.16%in 

1979, 3.62 % in 1984 and only 3.33 % in 1987. 

Independent: 

In this sub-heading, only candidates who have no support from any political party 

whether affiliated or non-affiliated are included. The independent candidates have been 

observed that as the single largest totaling to 110 from 1972 to 1987. As much as 56 

independent candidates fought for the election in 1972 and their total number decreased 

to 4 in 1978. Again their total number was increased to 20 in 1979. Since 1979 the 

number of independent candidates slightly decreased to 19 in 1984 and 11 in 1987. In 

1972, out of the total 56 candidates only 3 persons won their battle securing 18.30 %, 

while in 1978, out of the total 4 candidates, only one lose his battle for a seat but secured 

16.54 %. And in 1979 only one candidate won his contest by securing 8.06 %, out of the 

20 candidates, only one candidate won a seat from 19 candidates in 1984 and secured 

5.13 %. Again, all thell candidates lose their battle to party candidates in 1987 but 

secured 3.36 %. It can be said that the performance of candidates who does not belong to 

any political party was decreasing. 

Others: 

In this sub-heading, Janata Party, Mizoram Democratic Front, Peoples' 

Conference 'B', Socialist Party, Mizo Labour Party and Mizo Peace Forum are included. 

Peoples' conference 'B', Mizo Labour Party, Socialist Party and Mizo Peace Forum 
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participated only at one election. Socialist Party did not won a single seat from the 18 

candidates in 1972 but secured 1.15 % only. Mizo Peace forum party also contested at 14 

constituencies and secured 3.49 % and did not get a single seat. 

Janata Party secured 13.08 % from 30 candidates and won only 2 seats in 1978. 

Mizo Labour Party secured 13.64 % in 1972 election but not a single seat from their 27 

candidates. The Peoples' Conference 'B', which was a split from PC political party, won 

2 seats in 1979 from their 30 candidates and secured 13.58 %. 

The Mizoram Democratic Front and Janata Party participated only at two 

elections. The Mizoram Democratic Front secured 1.52 % only inl978 and only 0.56 % 

in 1979 and never won a seat; while the Janata Party secured 15.50 % and won a seat in 

1978, and secured 13.08 % and won 2 seats in 1979. 
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CHAPTER 4 

FACTORS AND ISSUES 
INFLUENCING VOTING BEHAVIOUR 



It is true that political activities and mass participation in decision-making process 

was completely dormant in Mizoram during pre-Independent period. But with the dawn 

of independence and with the introduction of the new constitution in 1950, the road to 

peoples' participation at different levels was also opened in Mizoram.' The first election 

of Assam Legislative Assembly was held in 1952 and three members were elected from 

Mizoram. Subsequently, the election of the members of the district council and regional 

council as per the provision of sixth schedule were held in Mizoram and the same 

electorate participated in the election. This enabled the people to participate in the 

election as well as express their views on all major political issues. 

With the creation of Mizoram as a Union Territory in 1972 the political 

participation of the people extended both vertically and horizontally. The number of 

electorate is of ascending order beginning from 1952. 

With the growth of population there is marginal increase in the number of 

electorate from the preceding elections. In addition, the whole female voter is more or 

less equal to their counter parts in the state. It has been observed that in some of the 

constituencies the female voters exceed male voters. 

As regards the public response to election, participation marked a great 

enthusiasm which is evident from the percentage of poll in an average constituency. 

Despite difficult accessibility condition, the voters had to walk on foot for several miles 

to cast votes, the response was exceedingly good. The average number of voters in 

Mizoram in each polling station is less than 500. This is due to low density of population 

and geographical constraints. 

The political participation in Mizoram is very significant. It reflects the true 

character of ideal democracy which is found no where in India. It is reflected through the 

conduct of free and fair election with negligible instances of impersonation, false voting, 

booth capturing, intimidation or class or caste/clan conflict which is rampant in the rest of 

the country. Rarely the case of imposition upon minority group by majority has been 

noticed. Even a father or his son or daughter is free to exercise their franchise according 

Singh,SN. P 288 

80 



to their conscience. The whole pohtical atmosphere during election time in Mizoram is 

free from tension and group rivalry. Election campaign, mass meeting, political 

demonstration and propaganda, and street comers meetings held on conventional lines 

without any disturbances. Both national and regional parties enter into the lection fray. 

The performance of the parties during election indicates the peoples' faith in their 

ideologies and their programmes. They are not misled by or bribed by the political 

parties. However, the huge amount of money has been pumped into the remote 

constituencies by the parties (INC, P.C, and MNF) to woo voters. 

The sixth general election in Mizoram (1989) depicts the growth of clan based 

communal group participation in the election. The Hmar People Conference and the 

Chakma Jatiya Parishad have appeared on political horizon of Mizoram and started 

projecting their demands in various forms. This has allowed a feeling of their separate 

identity. Although they defeated badly, they have managed to get the support of 1804 and 

975 voters respectively. 

The political participation is easy everywhere through the political parties either 

national or regional which stimulated interest among the electorates by drawing attention 

towards national, local or regional issue. During the election the political parties 

promised to strive for the reunification of Mizo inhabited areas of India, Burma and 

Bangladesh. Though it has emotional appeal to allure all the inhabitants for immediate 

gain in the election, the demand is practically redundant, secondly each party in Mizoram 

including Congress party emphasized upon the Christian identity or the Mizo which was 

against the secular principle. Even the INC party had to adjust with the local situation 

against their secular ideology. 

The political parties in general highlight the programme of socio-economic 

development of Mizoram. Thus the manifestos of the political parties are purely regional 

with national outlook. The MNF took credit of peace accord and criticized publicly 

during the election campaign that the Congress party is the party of 'Vai' (non-Mizo and 

are not tribal) although Congress members in Mizoram are mostly Mizo. 
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Political participation does not end with the participation in election either as 

voter or a candidate. It is also concerned with erecting the Government and operating the 

government machinery in different capacities. Since 1972, political participation by the 

Mizo people has become smooth. The first Ministry led by Ch.Chhunga included 

representatives of Lusei, Pawi and Lakher sub-tribes. 

In this connection it would not be out of place to mention the role of opposition 

members either belonging to the Congress or MNF or PC. They usually pointed out the 

drawbacks of the ruling party through debates, discussion, or raising questions during 

zero hour. In Mizoram the opposition members discharged their duties with high 

appreciation and co-operated the government in dignified manner. No rowdy situation 

developed any time in the house which compelled the speaker to adjourn the house or call 

the marshal to remove any member from the house for his misconduct. Political stability 

is inter-twined with the stability in economy. The quality of efficiency of the political 

institution and the quality of political life of people depend upon the economic viability 

of the state. Adversely too, the non viable state cast gloomy picture upon the growth and 

expansion and function of the political life of the people. The society which is groaning 

under poverty can not think of higher political organization and its multiple functioning. 

So far as Mizoram is concerned, its economic foundation is weak and tenuous. 

The agro-economic backwardness due to poor soil and rugged topography can not sustain 

the population. Nearly 4,000 metric tones rice is annually imported from outside 

Mizoram besides important other essential commodities like oil, pulse, sugar, and luxury 

goods are brought from outside the state. The infrastructure is in a bad shape. Most of the 

regions of south west Mizoram in inaccessible. The Chakma and Riang areas are not 

connected with adequate roads communication. Industrially also, Mizoram is most 

backward state. Even medium or small scale industries are economically non-viable. The 

cost of production is high as such the industry has no bright prospect in the competitive 

market. The per capita income is low and the price index is steadily on the increase. 

Under such economic hardship the political participation of the Mizo is mostly 

localized without any interests to look into external matters. The regionalism or sub-
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nationalism gets priority at every stage. The local institutions like District Council or 

Regional council functioned in regional parameters. The mass poverty of the people 

spares little time for political participation except a handful political elites who energizes 

the dormant spirit of the common people. 

An attempt has been made here to gauge the degree of political awareness with 

some of the important politico-socio-economic facts of the people in order to ascertain 

the motivation aspect of the factors responsible for the voting behaviour. In this study, 

careful attempt has been made to identify what are the political, social and economic 

issues which control and influence voters across the state. The demarcation of the 

erstwhile Lushai Hills District was made by the British for their own convenience and 

strategy. Consequently, the demographic structure of Mizo tribes underwent changes. 

The Mizos, who were on the outskirt of the demarcated boundary came under the 

administrative jurisdiction of different state. 

The political parties in Mizoram in the post-colonial time grew from among the 

middle class and the people of indigenous class of commoners who further expanded the 

ambit of the middle class. The political movements of all these political parties raised the 

status of Mizo territory step by step in the post-colonial time from the Superintendent's 

district administration to the Deputy Commissioner's district administration in 1952, 

from here to the administration of Union territory status of Mizoram in 1972 and then to 

the full-fledged State of Mizoram in 1987. 

4.1 POLITICAL AWARENESS OF THE PEOPLE 

The year 1961 or 1966 will have lasting impact on the Mizoram politics. In order 

to preserve and maintain the solidarity of the Mizos and their culture as a revival of 

emphasis on cultural society as a means of maintaining ethnic identity among the newly 

awakened educated middle class, Mr.Laldenga and his friends formed a new political 

party called Mizo National Front. The party aimed for Greater Mizoram and secession 

from India. The independent Mizoram, they would emphasise, would comprise all the 

Mizos in Mizo, Burma, Manipur, Cachar, Tripura and Bangladesh across international 
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boundaries. Ethnicity was readily identified as nationalism, and the wider apphcation of 

the term Mizo to subsume all the sub-ethnic group of Kuki-Chin group in the contiguous 

settlements became a ready-made tool for imparting the idea of greater Mizoram. As the 

Assam government was totally failed to take relief measures to the Mizo people from 

famine in 1961, the Mizo people were reinforcing to distrust towards out-group members. 

All in all, the MNF leaders stressed the ethnic differences of Mizo to the plains people in 

an emphatic manner so much so that the politically awakened Mizos were led to believe 

ethnic criteria as a means of political self-determination. Then, the MNF leaders accepted 

non-violence as a means to achieve independence from Indian government. It was the 

greatest political issue in the history on Mizoram politics; which indicates the desire of 

the Mizo people and their awakening in the field of politics. On 2" March 1966, the 

Assam government declared Mizoram as a disturbed area and employed army strength to 

take control over Mizoram from the hand of MNF. Thereafter, the participation of MNF 

in the ground of democratic elections in the Union territorial government of Mizoram 

was ended. But it is no doubt that the MNF outfits strongly control the choice of the 

electorates in every election since 1972 to 1984. In fact, in search of freedom from 

poverty the awakening people put the mass people to a long-drawn-out for many years. 

Yet, the educated Mizo populaces and leaders of different political outfits raised 

their voice from time to time to amalgamate the entire Mizo inhabited area into one 

administrative unit. This is but a natural corollary. 

The Mizo Union political party too, in the beginning had the main objectives of 

uniting the sub-tribes of the territory and of integrating the Mizo inhabited areas of 

Assam, Tripura and Manipur (pre-dominantly inhabited by Mizo tribes) into a single 

administrative unit. The party aimed at achieving the democratic system of administration 

for the Mizos within the union of India and also striving fro autonomy to preserve ethnic 

identity, safeguard and promote culture, customs, dialects and economic programme of 

fighting the vested interest of the chiefs. The party objected to the exploitation of the 

common Mizo by the autocratic chiefs and later turned to be an anti-chief The party also 
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promised to bring reforms in the village administration as well as to protect the villagers 

from the chiefs excesses. 

Regarding the landslide victory of Mizo Union in 1972, it is worthy to note that 

the oldest one with roots in Aizawl and Lunglei where the Mizo clans are in majority. 

Besides, the party had been controlled over the district council administration for more 

than 18 years; and during this period, it worked for improving the lot of the people. It 

also stood for statehood and advocated peaceful means to achieve this objective. With the 

strong support and will of the Mizo Union, the Central government abolished kingship in 

Mizoram and that endeared special privileges to the people. Because of this, the Mizo 

Union had emerged as a really democratic and progressive political force in Mizoram. 

The Mizo Union had a devoted hand of workers and was guided by leaders, who were 

capable and honest. 

In 1972, the Congress, apart from its national programmes, laid emphasis on the 

establishment of peace and was more concerned with the peacefiil settlement of the Mizo 

political problem for the rapid development of Mizoram. The party came to the people 

with its programme for urgent economic development and comprehensive social reforms. 

It also promised to modernize and improve agriculture. The party further emphasized the 

industrialization of state. It would attempt further at the integration of contiguous cireas 

inhabited by the Mizos with Mizoram. The party also talked of statehood. As the party's 

manifesto was against the declaration independent of Mizoram by MNF, the Congress 

also suffered from serious problem in their beginning. And yet, the MNF armounced that 

the Congress I party-men were non-Mizo and who were not seek expedient for the. 

people. 

Due to the hard work of MNF leaders, the people of Mizo realized the need of 

integration Mizo sub-clan living in different places to have development and relief from 

serious social and political problems. All political parties, in their election manifesto 

included integration of contiguous areas inhabited by Mizo tribes. Even till 1984 election, 

Brig.T.Sailo, the former Chief Minister and a founder President of Peoples' Conference 

political party, has raised a strong desire and the importance of the amalgamation of all 
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the Mizo inhabited contiguous areas in India, Burma and Bangladesh within Indian 

Union. The demand of Laldenga, former Chief Minister and founder president of Mizo 

National Front political party, is similar in nature. Mr. Laldenga again, reiterated his 

demand during the peace talk with the Centre in June 1986 to which the Union 

government did not make any commitment. 

The Zomi reunification issue has came into limelight and political speculation 

was moving very fast under some leaders of Zomi Reunification Organisation (ZORO or 

ZOGAM) in Manipur and in Mizoram, which aims at reuniting the all Zomi or Mizo 

inhabited areas in India, Burma and Bangladesh under one administrative set up. It is 

notably that unlike other tribal people of north east India who are blamed for secessionist 

sentiments the Zomi leaders only want to enlarge the territory of India. 

Some new political parties emerged during early 1970s like Mizo Insuihkhawm 

Pawl (1971), Sociahst Party (1971), Mizo National Union (1971), Mizo Labour Party 

(1972), Mizoram Democratic Front (1974) and Mizoram Janata Dal (1977). It is 

undoubtedly true to say newly formed political party were set up due only to search of 

livelihood and popularity of some intellectual persons with the advent of new political 

development of Mizoram. Their election manifestos, aims and objectives are almost the 

same with other political parties. In addition there were few clan based political parties 

but do not participated in these elections. 

The 1972 election result showed a landslide victory of Mizo Union. It is worthy to 

note that the oldest one with roots in Aizawl and Lunglei where the Mizo clans are in 

majority. Besides, the party had been in controlled of the district council administration 

for more than 18 years. And during this period, it worked for improving the lot of the 

people. It also stood fro statehood and advocated peaceful means to achieve this 

objective. With the strong support of the Mizo Union, the Central Government abolished 

kingship in Mizoram and that bestow special privileges to the people. Because of this the 

party was able to form the first elected government in Mizoram. Thereafter, with the 

effective tactical advice of the central congress leaders, the Mizo Union merged with the 

MPCC in 1957. The Congress party laid emphasis on the establishment of peace and it 
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was more concerned with the peaceful settlement of the Mizo political problem as it came 

in the way of rapid development of Mizoram. The party came to the people with its 

programme for urgent economic development and comprehensive social reforms. It also 

promised to modernize and improve agriculture. The party further emphasized the 

industrialization of state. It would attempt further at the integration of contiguous areas 

inhabited by the Mizos with Mizoram. The party also talked of statehood. The congress 

party failed in 1972, 1978 and in 1979 elections because of that the party was considered 

to be an alien party that was strengthened by the growing support given to the MNF 

which stood for ethnic group solidarity of the Mizo. Thereafter, the relatively progressive 

outlook and the allegedly pro-MNF behaviour purported by leaders of the party and a 

support from Laldenga, the Prime Minister of Mizoram Government due only to anti-

Mizo Union, gained massive political support after 1972 election. 

The Peoples' Conference political party was set up in 1975 after the merger of 

Congress and Mizo Union. It was, in fact, the only reason that the party gained massive 

support due to that the party was originally a conversion of the 'Human Rights 

Committee', which was a timely step from political angle by which Brig.T.Sailo could 

win the Mizo psyche to a great extent. And the political party came into the Mizoram 

politics when the Mizo Union and the famous Congress proved almost failure in restoring 

peace and harmony in the region. The personality of the leaders of the party and the 

programme done by the so called Human Rights Committee deeply impressed the crying 

people of Mizo. When the Mizo people were at the critical juncture, election to the Lok 

Sabha was held in 1977, the PC party won the seat. Yet, in the following two years the 

party formed the UT government; winning 23 seats out of 30 seats. Soon after a vertical 

split occurred in the PC party, 8 MLA withdrew their support to the government, and 

then the Union Territory of Mizoram was put to President's rule. The mid-term became 

inevitable in 1979, inspite of split, the party was voted back to power by winning 21 seats 

out of 30 in total. 

But, during the second term of Peoples' Conference party ministry the 

insurgency rose to its climax. Negotiations talk took place between the Central 
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Government and MNF but were fruitless. Therefore, the PC poHtical party also started 

losing confidence of the people to restore peace and harmony. Yet, the Mizo National 

Front too went against the PC party. Then came Mizoram legislative assembly election in 

1984, with the strong support of MNF, Congress won 20 seats out of 30 and one each 

went in favour of Mizo Convention and an independent candidate. After that the PC party 

got only 8 seats and it was the starting point of their decline. 

The first State's legislative election in 1987 showed the strong psychological 

support of Mizo people to MNF. The MNF political party formed the state's government 

by winning 24 seats out of 30, while INC got 13 and PC party got only 3. In all political 

and administrative developments of Mizoram, the major honours belong to the Mizo 

Union in the first period of post-colonial times, and the PC party was during late 70s 

while the Congress and MNF in the succeeding years. The community based parties like 

Mara Freedom Party, Chin National Front, Paihte National Council and Hmar Peoples' 

Convention have made contribution for the upliftment of their respective communities. 

The four legislative election of the Union Territory of Mizoram and one state's 

legislative election indicate the state of political consciousness as well as keen desire in 

exercising their fi-anchise. It got every individual in it in some way or the other. These 

elections in Mizoram were significant in the sense that the people voted not only for a 

particular party; they also voted for peace, stability and progress. They expressed their 

confidence in the parliamentary democratic machinery set up in the Union territory of 

Mizoram and the state, and set their seal of approval by rejecting the cult of violence and 

politics of opportunism. Besides, it was also observed that the clan loyalties and tribal 

considerations also played an important role in some of the constituencies as caste has 

done elsewhere. However, Mizoram since 1972 had political stability. 

In conclusion, all the political parties for every election issued their election 

manifestos, declaring important local issues and problems and divergent approaches to 

solve manifold issues. The election manifestos of Congress I, the Mizo National Front, 

the Peoples' Conference and the Miz Union made similar appeals/promise to the voters. 

The single most common aspect of the manifestos is that each of the parties promised to 
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strive for the reunification of the Mizo inhabited areas of India, Myanmar and 

Bangladesh. Certainly, the election manifestos of the political parties were purely 

regional with national outlook but they hardly show their commitment to bring about an 

awareness of the national programmes and objectives of socio-economic changes. 

Practically there was no difference between the parties' manifestos. It is interesting to 

note that the Congress I party did not enter the election battle on its national election 

manifestos. No election manifestos laid stress on the progressive measures to bring about 

the socio-economic transformation in the traditional society of Mizo. No party had 

pledged in its election manifesto to distribute the benefits of the planned development 

among the average poor Mizo people reasonably. Surprisingly, the parties' manifestos 

completely lacked Land reforms measures. Thus, none of the parties had appealed to the 

electorates based on concrete items of socio-economic change and distributive justice. 

4.2 SOCIAL FACTOR 

Stratification and differential position in human societies all over the world, from 

most primitive to the most modem world, this way or that way has always been in 

existence, as the members of society irrespective of whether they belong to a hunting 

tribe, a modem economic corporation or a professional group differ in role and status. 

Despite political ideologies claiming or attempting to establish a classless society and 

equal opportunities for all, the fact of inequality in actual practice is evident. The 

established fact, therefore, is that a society is divided into strata. And class system, 

therefore, is natural and common feature of all stratified society. A class within a society 

is formed with individuals who have similar aspirations on the points of power, property, 

social values and fulfillment of psychic desires.^ A class does not consist of organised 

groups defined by law or religion. Social class not a lineal or familial inheritance can be 

acquired and changed according to one's achievements and efforts. The Mizo society is 

no exception to social stratification. It too has given birth to the middle class. From 

-Ray.p.l82 
^ Chaltuahkhuma, p.65 
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political angle, the Mizo society has so far witnessed three periods: pre-colonial, colonial 

and post-colonial periods.'* 

The Mizo society is believed to have an egalitarian culture in its early formation. 

Thereafter a class of chiefs came into existence and until the British invasion in 1893 the 

Mizo territory was comprised of a number of village kingdoms. Therefore, the pre-

colonial Mizo society was a stratified society having the class of chiefs and the 

commoners. 

When the Mizo territory came under British India administration, law and order 

and administration came in to the hands of the British authority. But, the traditional 

administration of chiefs' village kingdoms was not, however, undermined; but the 

authority imposing restrictions on the chiefs' village administration. For better 

administrative convenience the whole district under Superintendent was divided into 18 

circles, each under a circle interpreter. After that the British authority formed council of 

kings or Council of Chiefs having only three members, who was elected by the kings 

themselves and the elected three members were called durbar. Then, one persons of the 

durbar represents the Kings while one member represents the commoners, meaning that 

the commoners were also allowed to be a durbar. That is the right point of the rise of the 

middle class in Mizo society. 

With the advent of Christianity and education to the Mizo people, the dawn of 

Indian independence witnessed three prominent classes in the Mizo society in its social 

structure, i.e. the class of chiefs, the class of commoners and the newly formed middle 

class. 

The indigenous class distinction disappeared from the social stratification 

scenario when the chieftainship was totally abolished in 1954 under the pressure of the 

middle class backed mainly by Mizo Union. Now, since the late 1950s there have been 

two strata in the Mizo society in the broader sense. They are the middle class and the 

lower class. The middle class is again divided into two sub-classes; the upper middle 

class and the lower middle class. The upper middle class is composed of those 

•*Nag. p.lO-13 
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individuals who are in the top of the leaders of political, religious, educational and 

professional institutions as also in trade and commerce, say, ministers, church leaders, 

doctors, engineers, architects, bureaucrats, teachers in institutions of higher learning, 

capitalist, etc. The lower middle class are those who belong to the lower stage of the 

upper middle class. They are the persons who assist the upper middle class and means to 

lead not much discomfortable life, namely. Class III government servants and its 

equivalent, traders, landed peasants and the like. The lower class consists of those people 

who belong to the lowest strata of the society i.e. the lowest grade employees in 

governmental services and other private managements, daily wage earners or the weakest 

section of people who have not received education nor have any will, in some cases 

capability, to improve their prospects and are ignorant. This class of people is those who 

belonged to the weakest section of the commoners in the past. This class may be brought 

under two sub-classes: the upper lower class and the lower-lower class. 

Therefore, the Mizo society at present or 1947-1990 has two strata in the broad 

sense. But both the strata have now reached such a stage by way of progress and 

development and the dynamic nature of social strata of Mizo society led that fact that 

both the strata were sub-divided into two, the upper class and the lower. Therefore, Mizo 

society has four strata today. 

The middle class became more and more aware about their civil rights, conscious 

of the dignity of man, their rightful place in the society and the nation which finally 

forced them to launch civil movements for establishing the role of the people and to 

capture power in administration and politics in Mizoram. Thereafter, political parties in 

Mizoram in the post-colonial time grew from among the middle class and the people of 

indigenous class of commoners who further expanded the ambit of the middle class. The 

Lushai Commoners' Union, which was later known as Mizo Union was formed in April, 

1946. Immediately after the formation of Mizo Union, a rival political party named 

United Mizo Federation Organisation (UMFO) was formed in July, 1947, The Mizo 

National Front (MNF) was formed in 1996, the Congress Party of Mizoram was formed 

' Nag.p.22 
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in 1961, Mizo Labour Party (MLP) was formed in 1971, the Mizoram Democratic Front 

(MDF) was formed in 1974, the Peoples' Conference (PC) was formed in 1975 and the 

Janata Party of Mizoram was formed in 1977. All these political parties were mainly 

formed by the middle class. All these political parties and working group has their own 

aims and objectives to achieve as the different social strata also have their own needs to 

satisfy their needs. The people of Mizoram from the poorest to the richest traders, 

including church leaders, have their own choice to elect a representative for themselves 

and look for their benefit in choosing their representatives. 

Mizoram is sparsely populated. This may be attributed to the bad communication 

system, rugged hills and difficult terrain and remoteness from the rest of India. 

Nevertheless, the demographic data has shown a steady increase in population, not only 

the Mizo tribes as well as the Chakmas, the Reangs and the 'Vai' (non-Mizo and are non-

tribal). 

The Chakmas and the Reangs are regarded as formal residents of Mizoram as far 

as political structure is concerned, but they are remained to be socially distinct tribe 

having no common culture and normative pattern with the Mizos. Chakmas are 

immigrants from Bangladesh after independence and live in the southernmost district 

Chhimtuipui and western part of Lunglei district of Mizoram. They are not generally 

adaptive to the Mizo social norms. They have their own distinct culture and religious life 

totally different from those of the Mizos. The Chakmas are mainly the believer of 

Buddhism, as such there is hardly any social contact with the rest of the Mizo and they 

retain their separate social existence. The Chakmas are represented by two members in 

the Mizoram Legislative Assembly. The Chawngte constituency and Tlabung 

Constituency, where Chakma population attentiveness is high, were dominated by 

Chakma candidates since the time of district councils. Recently, they became the subject 

of political discussions due to the illegal influx of refugees which has gradually increased 

their number in Mizoram. 

The Reangs are a semi-nomadic people and are scattered along the small strips of 

valleys on either banks of the western rivers. There were any political issue on the 
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Reangs were heard before 1997 'Bru Exodus'. The population of Reangs along the 

western side near Mamit town was also significant in the voting behaviour of the 

particular area before 1997. The entire manifestos and issues rise by the entire participant 

included a special privilege to the poor Reangs people. 

The census report often record the Pawis or Lai and the Mara or Lakher of the 

Lawngtlai and Chhimtuipu districts as belonging to separate tribal groups different from 

the Mizos. In their nature they are also a member of Kuki-Chin tribe like Lusei of the 

middle and northern Mizoram. But, it is note worthy that their likings and decision to a 

political field may be demarcated within their own area. 

The census of India, 1971 recorded the total population of the Lushai hills 

districts as 3,32,390. The language-wise break-up was, Lusei (in Mizo language) or 

Lushai (by the British) 2,41,978, Chakma speaking people were 22,393, Pawi or Lai were 

20,441, Mara or Lakher were 12,870, Hmar were 7,850 and other Kuki tribes were 7,510. 

The 1981 census recorded the total population was 4,87,774. The number of Chakma rose 

up to 39,905 with a percentage of 8.18 % out of the total population of Mizoram in 1981 

from 6.73 % in 1971. While the population of Chhimtuipui district was 41,142 in 1971 

and 66,420 in 1981. Out of this total, by observation through the statistical record and 

facts on the distribution of Chakmas, we can aptly say that out of the total population of 

Chhimtuipui district almost half was the number of Chakmas. 

The ethnic diversity and the nature of interaction among the tribes and sub-tribes 

living therein had influenced the nature of political participation and their perceptions. 

The Mizo voters were very critical on the roles of different political parties in the 

elections. Before 1987 election, general voters of Mizoram supported political party, 

which could help and protect them from the excessive harassment of the people by the 

security forces in Mizoram during insurgency period. Secondly, they supported the party 

which could take a step and prepare ground for peacefiil settlement of the Mizo problems. 

The Congress victory of 1984 was also because of the Congress party promised the 

people, if voted to power, they would finalise the negotiation for peace between the 

Government of India and the MNF. It is clear in the hearts of Mizo voters that any leader 
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or party opposed the underground MNF has a poor chance of winning election. In 1987 

election, the MNF party was voted to power with absolute majority seats (24 out of 40 

seats). In the Socio-economic aspects of the voters, the main considerations are Age-

structure, literacy, religious composition, racial mixed, occupation and annual family 

income. It is undoubtedly true that the socio-economic factors played important role at 

the time of elections. But due to the complex phenomena, it can not be out rightly stated 

to affect the electoral patterns in every election for everywhere. 

In fact, the role of social condition and economy of the people may be different 

from region to region and from election to election. Therefore, proper understanding of 

the regional problems for a particular area is necessary before any conclusion is drawn. 

The following heads will give some of the important attribute of the socio-economic 

aspects of the electorates in the entire constituencies of Mizoram. 

a. Age structure, Sex ratio, & Literacy: Age structure is one of the most important to 

understand the regional structure of the study area. Unfortunately, there is no proper data 

after 1981 census regarding the detail age-structure to each constituency. 

There is only 4.62 % in the age group of 60 and above, while the active 

population in the age-group of 15-59 constituted 55.60 % of the total population. In 1981, 

the dependency ratio for the whole state was 79.49 and it was 80.49 at Aizawl district and 

followed by Chhimtuipui district with 78.56, it was 76.39 in Lunglei district. 

The maturity index for Mizoram in 1981 was 83.69, and it was 82.49 in Aizawl 

district, 87.49 in Lunglei district and 84.71 in Chhimtuipui district. The aging in Mizoram 

was 11.68 in 1981. The regional variation among the three districts was not significant. 

The lower value of aging indicates that there were a larger proportion of elderly persons 

to children in Mizoram. The age median was 19.57 indicating the mid-point of the sum 

total of population of various age groups, so that half of the population was assumed to 

be either below or above the ratio. In the constituent district, it was highest in Lunglei 

district with 20.10, lowest in Aizawl district with 19.37; it was 20.01 in Chhimtuipui 

district. The adult age group is biologically the most reproductive, economically the most 
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productive and demographically the most mobile . Therefore, the analysis reveals that the 

population and structural composition of Mizoram depicts 50 % of the population could 

exercise their adult franchise in elections of 1984 and 1987. 

Table 4.1 

AGE DISTRIBUTION INDICES OF MIZORAM, 1981 

State/ 

District 

Mizoram 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Chhimtuipui 

Aging Index 

T 

11.68 

11.91 

11.67 

10.21 

M 

11.07 

11.77 

11.23 

10.18 

F 

11.48 

12.20 

12.03 

10.22 

Maturity index 

T 

83.69 

82.49 

87.49 

84.71 

M 

92.70 

88.23 

96.67 

93.22 

F 

76.55 

76.40 

77.36 

75.91 

Dependency Ratio 

T 

79.49 

80.82 

76.39 

78.56 

M 

73.29 

75.82 

69.97 

74.10 

F 

84.58 

85.78 

84.31 

83.66 

Median 

T 

19.57 

19.37 

20.10 

20.01 

Source: Calculated from Census of India, Series 31 Mizoram Part III (A&B). Part IV(A) 

The sex ratio in Mizoram decrease steadily during the last three decades and was 

slightly increased during 1981 to 1991. The numbers of females per 1,000 males in 

Mizoram were 1041, 1009, 946, 919 and 924 in 1951, 1961 1971, 1981 and 1991 

respectively. The sex ratio in Mizoram had shown a higher trend than the sex ratio for all 

India during the entire period of 1901-1991 

Table 4.2 

LITERACY RATES IN MIZORAM, 1961-1991 

Year 

1961 

1971 

1981 

1991 

Persons 

51.24 

62.71 

74.26 

81.23 

Male 

62.25 

70.15 

79.37 

84.06 

Female 

40.34 

54.75 

68.60 

78.09 

Source: Demographic diversity of India, a reference book. 
Note: children in the age group of 0-6 are treated as illiterates in 1991 census. 

Trewartha,1969. p.l22 
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Out of the total literate persons in Mizoram, 62.25 % belonged to the male gender while 

female represents only 40.34 % in 1961. And the percentage of male was 79.37 % and 

68.60 % in 1981. Along with the increased in the total literates, the percentage share of 

both the gender also increased. Mizoram exhibits higher literacy percentage in the cases 

of both males and females than the nation. 

Table 4.3 

LITERACY RATES BY RESIDENCE AND SEX, MIZORAM 2001 

1 

2 

3 

Total 

Rural 

Urban 

Person 

Male 

Female 

Person 

Male 

Female 

Person 

Male 

Female 

84.20 % 

87.36 % 

80.74 % 

74.81 % 

80.39 % 

68.71 % 

96.40 % 

96.40 % 

96.39 % 

Source.Census of India, Mizoram, Series 16. Provisional paper -2 of 2001 

b. Religious composition: Li Indian context, religious composition form one of the 

most important factors in every sphere of life. No exception in Mizoram, the religious 

composition of the voters highly controlled the vote turned out in every election. During 

1961-1991, there was very few variety of religion in Mizoram. Unlike most of the other 

states of India, Mizoram is marked by a monopoly of a single religion which is 

Christianity. The reason can be best explained by socio-cultural factors; as the region is 

dominated by a high tribal concentration with no significant ethnic and cultural 

diversities. The other religions pursued by small sections are Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Islam, Sikhism and Jainism. 
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Table 4.4 

POPULATION COMPOSITION BY RELIGIOUS GROUP, 1981 

Religion 

Christian 

Buddhist 

Hindu 

Muslim 

Sikh 

Jain 

Others 

Persons 

4,13,840 

40,429 

35245 

2205 

421 

11 

1,606 

Male 

2,07,485 

21,073 

25660 

1812 

376 

7 

826 

Female 

2,06,355 

19,356 

9585 

393 

45 

4 

780 

Sex 

Ratio 

995 

919 

374 

217 

120 

571 

944 

% to totals 

population 

83.81 

8.19 

7.14 

0.45 

0.09 

negligible 

0.32 

Decadal 

growth 

rate 

44.63 

78.52 

66.02 

17.16 

1.41 

266.67 

N.A 

Source: 1. Census of India, 1981 Series 31, Mizoram Paper 1. 
2. Statistical handbook of Mizoram, 1987 

Above 80 % of the total population belonged to Christianity while Hindus and Buddhists 

were less than 5 % in 1981. Besides, Christianity, Hindu and Buddhists, no other 

religions were significant. Yet, the high percentage of Buddhists was because of Chakma 

immigrants, who traditionally belong to Buddhism. It is no doubt that population who 

belongs to other religions except Christianity and Buddhism, was mainly concentrated in 

urban areas. 

The majority of the voters belonged to Christianity; but the percent of non-

Christian also very influential to the few constituencies like Tlabung and Chawngte. In 

Tlabung constituency, there are 58.28 % Christians, 18.33 are Hindu, 20.16 belongs to 

Buddhism while 3,23 are belongs to other religious group. 

Right from the region has experienced democratic elections, all the constituencies 

except Tlabung and Chawngte constituencies, never have candidates who does not belong 

to Christianity; and it is interesting to note that in Tlabung constituency no Christian have 

been elected since the election was started.. As stated in Chapter I, a large number of 
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Chakma are concentrated in Tlabung surrounding areas, making so many small villages 

and settlement sites. Therefore, it is very influential in voting for all the elections. 

c. Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes 

Table 4.5 

SCHEDULED CASTE AND SCHEDULED TRIBE POPULATION, 1981 

State/District 

Mizoram 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Chhimtuipui 

Scheduled 

Tribe 

461,907 

320,088 

79,607 

62,212 

% to total 

population 

93.54 

94.06 

92.01 

93.66 

Scheduled 

Caste 

135 

81 

17 

37 

% to total 

population 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.05 

Source: Census of India 1981, series 31 Mizoram Part 11(8) 

The table clearly demonstrates that the percentage of scheduled tribe to the total 

population was above 90 % for all the three districts of Mizoram in 1981. In contrary, the 

percentage of scheduled caste to the total population was less than 0.10 % in 1981. The 

scheduled tribe population was dominated largely by the Mizos or Lusei with 77.23 % in 

1971. The second largest scheduled tribe in Mizoram was Chakma who comprised of 

7.14 %, Pawi or Lai with 6.52 % occupy the third place followed by Lakher or Mara with 

6.25 %, Hmar with 2.50 %, Khasi and Jaintia with 2.50 %. Among the scheduled caste, 

Dhupi or Dhobi are the dominant caste with 80.48 % followed by Muchi/Pichi 

comprising of 9.75 %, Mahara with 3.65 %, both Dholi and Hira constituting 2.43 % each 

and Newesudra with 1.21 %. 

d. Rural-Urban Variation 

In 1951, there was only one town in Mizoram. The numbered increased to 2 in 

1871 and further to 6 in 1981 census. With the increased in the number of population in 
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urban areas, the number of population in rural areas was decreasing. The gap between 

rural-urban populations widened during the decade 1961-1971 due to regroup of villages 

as a result of insurgency. The growth rate of rural population during 1961-1971 was 

17.01 % and rural population was 164.85 %. The growth rate of rural population was 

26.24 % and urban population was 222.61 % during 1971-1981. 

Fig.4.1 

TREND OF PERFORMANCE OF PC IN MIZORAM ELECTIONS & URBAN GROWTH 
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A wide difference between the growth rate of urban and total population reflects 

towards rural-urban migration. According to the data available, there were 1.87 lakh 

migrants constituting 56.4 % of total population in Mizoram in 1971, of which 1.64 lakh 

were rural and 0.23 lakh were urban migrants. In 1981 census, migrants constituted 44.2 

% and 46.4 % of the total population according to place of birth and last place of 

residence respectively. In this year, out of the 2.18 lakh migrants, 1.47 lakh were rural 

and 0.71 lakh were urban migrants.^ One of the important reason of rural-urban migration 

Agarwal and Prasad. p.215 
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was a high degree of mobility of agricultural labour forces with the decline of agriculture 

in rural areas due insurgency with its counter attacks by Indian army and consequent 

growth of the economy as a whole due to developmental activities taken up by the 

government during the early plan period. On the other hand, urban labour forces has 

traditionally very low geographical mobility and try to concentrate with a very close area 

where they think that they get better opportunity. Naturally, the growth of urban areas 

with the decline of rural population, it must be the result of concentration of commercial 

and tertiary activities in more developed areas. 

In conclusion, different strata in Mizo society provided different choices to their 

own representatives. Similarly, the different Mizo tribes like Hmar, Paite, Pawi or Lai 

and Lakher or Mara, etc. have their own likings. Whereas the Chakmas mostly supported 

congress and the Reangs also seek for their advantage in selecting their own represents. 

Fig.4.2 

TREND OF PERFORMANCE OF INC IN MIZORAM ELECTIONS & URBAN 
GROWTH 
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4.3. ECONOMIC FACTOR 

Due to the political movement made by the MNF outfits, there were no proper 

issues regarding economy of the region during 1971-1987. All the bureaucrats, 

politicians, social workers and even church leaders seek for peace and harmony for the 

region. The occupational structure of Mizoram and the changes in the number of working 

population, who were eligible in adult franchise, will shows the needs and the mind set of 

the people. 

The main economic base was agriculture and its allied activities, while lesser 

percentage of the population was engaged in secondary and tertiary sector of occupations. 

The Indian government, for security measures, has applied Protected and 

Progressive villages (PPV), New Grouping Center, Voluntary Grouping and Extended 

Loop Area during 1967-1970, which deeply hampered and retarded the economic growth 
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of Mizoram. Even when they occupied their own area in 1972, the egalitarian society was 

hindered to get what they needs. But, it is unfortunate that mass of the people did not care 

for their economic condition. It is note worthy that without peace and harmony no 

development scheme or plans will be in success. 

One of the most significant reasons of the thumping victory of Mizo Union in 

1972 U.T. legislative election was that the Congress government at the centre, with help 

of Mizo Union, was able abolished the special privileges of the Mizo Chiefs and thus 

endeared itself to the people, who had suffered exploitation at the hands of these Chiefs 

for a long time. 

When the Mizo District council was upgraded in t,o Union territory, new 

economic opportunities based on educational attainment, government services, contract 

works and other new occupations have existed. Political leaders are who can successfully 

manipulate the new opportunities regardless of their traditional status. However the need 

to transfer power into economic means in order to retain or fiirther power means that 

politics has become a means to an end in itself The PC party with its avowed policy of 

preservation of tribal identity and bringing about political normalcy under the guise of 

MNF leanings, emerged as the major party in 1977 parliamentary election, 1978 and 

1979 assembly elections. Moreover, the PC party proposed about the immediate need of 

the hour was power generations, which entice huge percentage of intellectuals. The same 

could be said of the Congress which came to power in 1984 mainly because of the 

promise to bring about political settlement between the MNF and the Central 

Government which it could manipulate to its advantage. In addition, one of the most 

significant reason of MNF winning in 1987 State' first election was their manifestos 

concerning economy of the people like ministry free from corruption, improvement of 

transport and communication, to minimise a gap between the rich and the poor. 

The emergence of cash economy also changes the developmental cycle in a big 

way. The declining agricultural yields following the disturbed agricultural system as a 

result of grouping of villages made cash economy and cash transaction indispensable. 

People were apt to think in terms of personal appeal to activities outside j hum cultivation 
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in considering their future course of life. This creates conflicting interests within the 

Mizo society. 

Table 4.6 

OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE OF MIZORAM IN 1981 

State / districts 

Mizoram 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Chhimtui 
pui 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 
Total 
Rural 
Urban 
Total 
Rural 
Urban 
Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Total 

206064 
165631 
40433 
140723 
108218 
32510 
36031 
30289 
5746 
29305 
27125 
2177 

Primary occupation 

Total 
153176 
140325 
11351 
102716 
93201 
9515 
26029 
24442 
1587 
23432 
22682 
1066 

% 
73.84 
84.27 
29.31 
72.98 
86.12 
29.26 
72.24 
80.69 
27.61 
79.95 
83.61 
48.96 

Secondary 
occupation 
Total 
6563 
1428 
3144 
3912 
1085 
2806 
468 
223 
254 
191 
99 
93 

% 
2.21 
0.86 
7.77 
2.77 
1.00 
8.63 
1.29 
0.73 
4.26 
0.65 
0.35 
4.27 

Tertiary 
occupation 
Total 
49316 
24060 
25437 
34101 
13913 
2053 
9535 
5620 
3915 
5682 
4348 
1345 

% 
23.9 
16.5 
62.9 
24.23 
12.85 
62.29 
26.46 
18.55 
68.13 
19.33 
16.02 
61.78 

Source: Statistical handbook of Mizoram, 1981 

The Congress party laid emphasis on the establishment of peace and was more 

concerned with the peaceful settlement of the Mizo political problem for the rapid 

development of Mizoram. The party came to the people with its programme for urgent 

economic development and comprehensive social reforms. It also promised to modernize 

and improve agriculture. The party further emphasized the industrialization of state. 

Though, a mass of the people were interested to the Congress manifestos, but the people 

of Mizoram were in confusion to choose which political party will be the right choice for 

them among the political parties. The Mizoram Democratic Front stressed on to minimize 

the economic inequality prevalent among the Mizos, while the Mizo Labour Party also 

promises to modernize and to improve agriculture in Mizoram. In fact, Mizo Union, PC 

political party, Congress I party and MNF political party the main political parties in 

Mizoram during 1972-1987. 
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In the Socio-economic aspects of the voters, the main considerations are Age-

structure, literacy, religious composition, racial mixed, occupation and annual family 

income. It is undoubtedly true that the socio-economic factors played important role at 

the time of elections. But due to the complex phenomena, it can not be out rightly stated 

to affect the electoral patterns in every election for everywhere. In fact, the role of social 

condition and economy of the people may be different from region to region and from 

election to election. Therefore, proper understanding of the regional problems for a 

particular area is necessary before any conclusion is drawn. 

The economy of a region is the ultimate portrait of it geographical environment. 

The knowledge of a region's geographical condition and its economic condition is always 

pertinent to planners and policy makers to devise appropriate scheme for development of 

the region. 

The economic life of the Mizos has always been centered on jhum or shifting 

cultivation. In pre-British days inter-tribal inter-village feuds kept the Mizo within the 

confines of certain areas. In those days the Mizo were nomadic in nature. 

While India's economy stood below average at global context; Mizoram is one of 

the least developed states of the Indian Union. The reason is often attribute to its extreme 

and isolated location and various geographical constraints like topography, soil texture 

and political instability. It is, in fact, true to say that the Mizo people who lived within the 

Mizoram were self-sufficient in their way of life in the pre-colonial period. 

In 1961, the total workforce for Mizoram was 1, 25,865 persons out of the total 

population i.e.2, 66,063. Out of this total workforce 41% were engaged in primary sector 

of occupation, which includes cultivation, forestry, fishing, mining and quarrying, trade 

and commerce, hotel and restaurant, real estate ownership, etc. while only 0.20% were 

engaged in secondary sector, which includes manufacturing, construction, gas and water 

supply, etc. and 5.86 % out of the total workforce were engaged in tertiary sector, which 

includes transport, storage, communication, etc. In the year 1971, the working population 

who engaged in primary sector was decreased to 38.39%, while secondary sector and 

tertiary sector were slightly increased to 0.23 % and 6.98 %. The total population of 
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Mizoram was 3, 32,390 and the total working population was 1, 51,619. Moreover, the 

total population of Mizoram was 4, 93,757 in 1981 and the working population also 

raised to 2, 06,064. Out of the total working population as high as 25.35 % persons were 

doing primary activities while only 0.92 % were engaged in secondary activities, and 

9.98 %b were engaged in tertiary activities. 

Table 4.7 
SECTORAL SHIFTING OF MIZORAM WORKFORCE 

Total population 

Decadal growth rate 

Total workforces 

In persons 

Total non-worker 

In persons 

Primary workers 

In persons 

Secondary workers 

In persons 

Tertiary workers 

In persons 

1961 

266063 

35.61 

125685 

47.23 

140378 

52.76 

109551 

878.16 

535 

0.43 

15599 

12.41 

1971 

332390 

24.93 

151619 

45.61 

180771 

54.39 

127621 

84.14 

770 

0.51 

23228 

12.32 

1981 

493757 

48.55 

206064 

41.73 

278693 

58.27 

125186 

73.85 

4563 

2.21 

49315 

23.93 

Annual growth 
rate (in %) 

5.31 

4.37 

6.15 

2.42 

47.73 

16.15 

Source: Statistical handbook of Mizoram, 1961,1971,1981 

105 



Fig.4,4 
SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF RURAL-URBAN WORKERS, MIZORAM 
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Source: Statistical handbook of Mizoram, 1971,1981,1991 

It is observed that the total number of persons who were engaged in primary 

activities for their Uvelihood was decreased whereas the number of persons in the 

secondary and tertiary activities was slightly increased. 

In addition, there were some important differences between rural and urban areas 

in the three districts of Mizoram. It clearly shows that the mind set and the desire of the 

people of Mizoram. As high as 72.98% of the total population were doing primary 

activities for their livelihood in rural areas of Aizawl district in 1981, while it was only 

29.26 % in its urban areas. 80.69% of rural population of Lunglei district was affianced in 

primary activities while it was 27.61 % in its urban areas. And the percentage of 

population of Chhimtuipui district who was affianced in primary activities was 86.61 % 

in rural population while it was 48.96 % in urban population in 1981. The percentages of 

rural population who were engaged in secondary activities were 2.77, 0.73 and 0.35 in 

Aizawl, Lunglei and Chhimtuipui districts in 1981. While the percentages of urban 

population, who were engaged in secondaiy occupation, were 8.63, 4.26 and 4.27 in 

Aizawl, Lunglei and Chhimtuipui districts in 1981. The percentages of rural population 
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who were engaged in tertiary activities were 24.23, 18.55 and 16.02 in Aizawl, Lunglei 

and Chhimtuipui districts in 1981. But, the percentages of urban population who were 

engaged in tertiary activities were 62.29, 60.13 and 61.77 in Aizawl, Lunglei and 

Chhimtuipui districts in 1981. It is clear that the occupation of the urban people is almost 

similar. The people of Mizoram who lived in urban places were mostly affianced in 

tertiary activities in their occupation; while the rural people were mainly betrothed in 

primary activities. 

Therefore, as the people of rural and urban areas were differ in their occupation, 

their way of life, likings, dislikes, mind set, choice and desires are differ too. Hence, 

political parties, non-governmental organisation, ruling ministry, etc. should be careful 

for what they proposed to the people of Mizoram. All the political parties try to do the 

right thing to the right people. The political parties were only trying to woo the voters to 

win their votes by making emotional appeals. There was not much difference on the point 

of economic backwardness of the state and needs for improvement. In 1987 election, the 

MNF party was voted to power with absolute majority seats (24 out of 40 seats) due 

mainly because that the party suit tribal sentiments of Mizos and they promised to 

minimize the increasing gap between the rich and the poor. 

From the analysis of the election manifestoes of the national and regional parties 

it has been found that no party emphasized the progressive measures to bring the socio­

economic transformation in the traditional society of the Mizos. In general, majority of 

the voters were politically aware about the programmes and ideologies of their parties 

and had access to the information sources, particularly, newspapers and radio to keep 

them well acquainted about the elections and the electioneering. 

The voters' affiliation with the political parties is quite high. The number and 

percentage of voters having the party affiliations is somehow difficult to observed, but it 

is undoubtedly true that, for the entire Mizoram, it is more than 35 %? On the other hand, 

voters with a regional political party affiliation are observed from Mizoram and it is more 

than 20 % of the voters. Interestingly, even female voters are attached with the political 

Extract from offices of vanous jxilitical parties of Mizoram by the scholar. 
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parties in Mizoram. The voter's affiliation to the regional parties is higher than the 

combine number of the voters who affiliated themselves to the national parties and the 

non-party men in Mizoram. Yet, it is quite critical; the results from the previous elections 

show the domination of a particular party. A high percentage of voters' affiliation with 

political parties reveals that the voters in Mizoram cast their votes in party-line. 

The percentage of voters' participation in election shows the interest of the 

people. It can be observed easily from the time sequence reports on the Election of 

Mizoram State Legislative Assembly, prepared by Election Commission, Mizoram. In 

Mizoram state as a whole the voters' participation shows a dynamic trend. The 

percentage of voters' participation are 72.55, 62.99, 68.33, 75.13 and 72.63 in 1972, 

1978, 1979, 1984 and 1987 respectively. From the first legislative election to the second 

in 1978 it shows a declining trend by 9.56. But it was slightly increasing till 1984 

election; and again the percentage of voters' participation was decline from 75.13 in 1984 

to 72.63 1987, which was till higher than the first legislative election. 

Unfortunately, except the latest general election, there are no proper records on 

sex wise participation in the previous elections. In the last general election 2003, the sex 

wise participation in the three assembly constituencies is very interesting. In Lunglei 

north and Tawipui constituencies the percentages of female voters are higher than their 

male counter-parts i.e. 49.47 to 50.52 in Lunglei North and 48.18 to 51.81 in Tawipui. 

Yet, it is quite precise to mention that the percentages of female participation along with 

their male counter part, to the Mizoram elections, are very high. 

For instance, the percentage of female participation in the last election in Lunglei 

North constituency exceeded their male counter-parts i.e. 52.53 to 47.46. In addition, in 

Tawipui constituency, the percentages are 50.51 of male and 49.48 of female. 

It is quite significant that the voters' participation is highly control by the age-

structure in the study area. There was no polling station nearby in areas of western part of 

Lunglei district bordering Bangladesh, which is mostly occupied by Chakmcis, therefore 

aged persons could not walk by foot to far distance polling station and lost their chance to 

choose during 1972-1987. 
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The consideration factors may vary from area to area and constituency to 

constituency. But for the entire Mizoram, the main consideration points are almost the 

same. The main consideration for the voters to cast their votes was the personality of the 

candidates, loyalty to the particular political party, tribe and clan prejudices and other 

considerations. 

In all the constituencies, the single dominant factor was that of tribe and clan 

consideration. For instance, the combined votes of Chakmas keep on succeed the selected 

votes of any Mizo clans in Tlabung constituency till today. The candidates' personality 

also plays an important consideration. It is significant especially in urban areas, and it is 

influential mainly to the youth and the intellectuals. It is observed from leaders from 

different political parties that the consideration because of party loyalty shows the least 

percentage. The other considerations may be money power, religion, conveyance to 

polling station, etc. Moreover, in some places like Tlabung, Mamit and Chawngte 

constituencies, voters have cast their votes with a tribe/clan consideration due to the 

constituency inhabited different ethnic tribes. In addition, the percentage of the other 

factors i.e. money power, religion, conveyance of polling station is also higher in 

Tlabung, Mamit, Chawngte, etc. due to the higher racial mixed, different religious group, 

disloyalty to party, etc. The other factors played significantly to rural areas, or where 

voters are poor and ignorant. 

The important sources of information with regard to election include newspapers, 

radio, election meeting, house to house campaign, hanging poster, etc. But, it is true to 

say that the sources of the voters in rural areas are limited. An effective changed was 

witnessed for urban areas that electronic media like TV are also used for giving 

information to the electorates. However, for rural electorates, radio and election meeting 

are the main sources of information for the electorates. 

The majority of male voters got information of election through newspapers and 

election meetings while the female voters got from other sources. Moreover, the male 

voters who are enthusiastic in the political affairs than female counter part have mostly 

gather information through newspapers and meetings. The modem electronic media 
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except radio does not seem to be much important sources as the region is mostly rural in 

character. 

The voters' understanding of a particular party and the candidates they have votes 

has been observed to be very high in all the constituencies. The higher percentage of 

voters with a personal knowledge of the candidates and the party to which they belonged 

has been observed in urban areas. It reveals that the electorates in urban constituencies 

are more politically aware than the electorates in the other two constituencies. 

The persons influencing the voters' decision are the parents, friends, the village 

council and others. The above persons are to be the most important influencing the 

decisions of the general voters in the study area of Mizoram. Among all the persons, the 

parents are one of the most influential persons as the highest percentage voted according 

to the choice of their parents. Influences of other factors ranked second in all the 

constituencies, while influences of friends stood at last. 

In some constituencies, which comprise a larger number of non-Mizo tribal 

populations, the maximum number of voters has been influenced by the parents, and the 

village council also plays a significant role. For instance, in Tlabung constituency, 80.19 

% are influenced by the parents, 71.56 % in Lunglei north and 92.21 % in Tawipui 

constituencies. The reason for taking their own decision in Lunglei North constituency 

can be related to the political awareness and maturity in general than the other two 

constituencies where the individual voters have a lesser role. 
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CHAPTER 5 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 



Mizoram, previously known as the Lushai Hills or Mizo Hills, lies in the 

southernmost comer of north-east India. The area has an international boundary with 

Bangladesh and Myanmar. The exact length of this international boundary in the west 

with Bangladesh is 404 Km. and in the east with Myanmar is 318 Km. and the state has 

inter-state boundary with Assam on the North (123 Km), Tripura on the North West (66 

Km.) and Manipur on the North East (95 Km.). In this way, about 75 percent of her 

boundaries are bounded by foreign countries. 

It covers an area of 21,087 Square Kilometer, which constitutes 0.64 percent of 

the total geographical area of India and has a population of 8,91,058 in 2001, and density 

of population is 42. According to 2001 Census, 49.50 % of the population of Mizoram 

lives in urban areas. It was it witnessed that the percentage of urban dwellers is increased 

from 46.10 % in 1991. The total number of tribal population is as much as 88.18 % while 

non-tribal accounts only 11.81 % out of the total population in 1991. According to 

Census of India, there are 22 notified towns in Mizoram; and as much as 50.5 % of the 

total population lives in rural areas. 

Mizoram comprises eight administrative districts and 22 rural development 

blocks, three autonomous district councils and 23 sub-divisions. Mizoram is one of the 28 

states of the Indian union; she has got her statehood in 1987. Its length from North to 

South is about 277 Km and width from East to West is about 121 Km. The longitudinal 

and latitudinal extent of Mizoram falls between 92°16'E to 93°26'E and 21°56'N to 

24°3rN. 

Mizoram comprises predominantly of difficult mountainous terrain with narrow 

valleys. The mountain ranges in this region running in North to South direction, which 

tends to be higher in the east than the west. There are a number of parallel hill ranges 

separate each other by deep and narrow valleys occupied by sedimentary rocks of 

conglomerates, sandstones, shales, etc. and their various inter-mixture. 

The climatic condition of Mizoram in general is cool and wet. Mizoram enjoys a 

moderate climate owing to its tropical location. It is neither very hot nor too cold 

throughout the year. The Western part is warmer than the Eastern part. The whole region 
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falls under the direct influence of the South-West Monsoon. As such, the region receives 

an adequate amount of rainfall. The climate is humid tropical, characterised by short 

winter and long summer with heavy rainfall. 

The traditional social organisation of the Mizo centered on the village. Due to the 

constant feuds and wars with the neighbouring groups, villages were usually made as 

large as possible in size and a strong fortress was usually built around the village against 

any possible attack. The villages was the social world of the Mizo sufficient in almost all 

respect, each village having a particular structural existence different from other villages 

at the same time retaining a general uniform cultural pattern that was common throughout 

the hills except in the southernmost comer of Mizoram. 

The Mizo traditional political institutions centered round chiefship to which all 

the legal authority was attached. The Chief was the secular head of a village or a cluster. 

But the Mizo chiefs were not totally free from constraints. He was guided by the 

traditional normative rules, which were conventionalised through customary usages. In 

his village administration, a council of Elders (Upas) who were appointed by the chief 

himself assisted the chief. Besides the Upas, the chief had other officials who had 

discharged other duties in administration and control such were - Tlangau (Crier), who 

announced the orders of the chief to the people, Thirdeng (Blacksmith), Puithiam 

(Priest), Ramhuals (Advisers to the chief in matter of selection of sites for jhum 

cultivation), Sadawt (Personal priest of the chief) and Tlahpawi (Small priest) who 

assisted Sadawt. 

The politics of Mizo chieftainship prevailed in Mizoram until the British invaded 

Mizo areas. A number of raids were conducted by the Mizo chiefs on neighbouring areas 

which were under the control of the British. This led to a series of expedition into Lushai 

Hills and came under the control of British in 1891 AD. Lushai Hills came to be known 

as 'the Lushai Hills District' in 1898. Despite the British policy of least interference, 

number of steps was taken to curtail the power and freedom of the chiefs. The British did 

not agree to form local self-government to the Mizos and the administration of the Lushai 

Hills was also entrusted to the Government of Assam. When the Independence of India 
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was imminent, Mac Donald, Superintendent of Lushai Hills convened large gatherings of 

chiefs and commoners at Aizawl in 1946. The conference formed a body designated as 

"District Conference" to represent and express the political ideas and demands of the 

Mizos. This was the first political institution ever established on democratic lines m 

Mizoram. On the recommendation of Bordoloi Committee, the Lushai Hills District 

Council for Mizos and Pawi-Lakher Regional Council for Pawi-Lakher and Chakma 

were constituted in 1952 and 1953 respectively. Under the pressure created by the first 

Mizo political party named 'Mizo Union', the Government of Assam passed an Act m 

1954, which abolished chieftainship in Mizoram. In place of chieftainship, the village 

council was established which was elected on the basis of adult franchise; and of 

authorised to handle all the developmental programmes with the help of the 

administrative officials within their respective jurisdiction. The District Council and 

Regional Council were authorised to constitute village councils and village council 

courts. Since then, village council plays a key-role in the Mizo politics. 

The Mizo people were not satisfied with the District Council and another 

significant event turns the Mizo politics which prompted the political parties to demand 

statehood for the Mizos. Then, the Mizo District Council was elevated to Union Territory 

in 1972. The first ever Mizoram Assembly election was conducted in 1972. Moreover, in 

1986, Mizoram Union Territory was elevated to Statehood. The first Mizoram State 

Assembly election was conducted in 1987. 

It is no doubt and certain to do but the distribution of constituencies over the state 

are uneven. The demarcation of constituencies have been done along with the changed in 

administration system. 

It is visible that the higher percentage of the electorates of Mizoram seeks for 

settlement of peace between the outfits and the national Government. And it is also clear 

that in some few constituencies there were no advantage for being a particular political 

party as voters voted for their own clan or sub tribes. 
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5.1 AREAL-ECOLOGICAL ANALYSIS: 

The areal-ecological analysis of Voting Behaviour of Mizo electorates to political 

parties during 1972 to 1987 elections of legislative assembly, Mizoram; has been done by 

using linear regression. 

The voting pattern of the Mizo electorates to the three main political parties for all 

the elections i.e. 1972, 1978, 1979, 1984 and 1987, have no relationship with the sex 

ratio of the population. 

The urban concentration have played very effective role in the voting patterns to 

all the three main political parties in 1972 election. It is observed that JiieJiough the 

population of urban area was increasing it is losing its influence to the voting behaviour 

of the Mizo electorates as time goes by. 

The literacy rates also deeply effect the voting patterns in 1972 and it was 

decreasing as mass of the population were literates. The patterns of the influence of 

number of scheduled caste have show difference from party to party. No doubt, during 

previous election, there was not much difference, but it was increasing as the mass of 

Mizo electorates and other tribal people were awakened to look for their betterment. 

It is unbelievable and very interesting to note that the voting pattern of two 

political parties namely Peoples' Conference and Mizo Union have close relationship 

with the number of scheduled castes in 1987. 
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Table 5.1 

R̂  Values of the Regression of political parties' votes secured economic contexts, 

1972-1987 

Name of 
party 
INC 
PC 
MU 
Indp. 

XI 

0.8126 
0.8800 
0.0317 
0.1031 

X2 

0.0521 
0.8910 
0.0014 
0.1074 

X3 

0.0647 
0.3846 
0.0496 
0.0115 

X4 

-12.1520 
-22.6395 

0.5091 
-2.3063 

X5 

-2.6610 
6.6195 
0.5541 

-1.2778 

X6 

0.0041 
0.8042 
0.8185 
0.9313 

Note : Multiple regression technique has been used for obtaining overall explanation of 

the patterns of party performance significant with 0.01 %. 

Voting pattern with Languages: The non Mizo speaking people support INC in all the 

elections and the PC party also got strong support from both non-Mizo and the native 

people, while linguistics difference of the people more or less significant to the Mizo 

Union; but it was significant for the independent candidates. 

Voting pattern with urban developmental context: The development of urban areas or 

the urbanisation only influenced the voting patterns to PC and MU parties; while it was 

negatively related to other candidates. 

Voting patterns with Literacy: The development of literacy highly influences the 

voting patterns to MU, PC and independent candidates while it was insignificant to INC. 

XI = Non-mizo langauges 
X2 = Mizo langauges 
X3 = Sex ratio 
X4 = Scheduled caste 
X5 = Urban developmental context 
X6 = Literacy 
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Voting pattern with Scheduled Castes: The number of scheduled caste population 

played a significant role only to the Mizo Union party. The significance test, for other 

candidates including independents, showed negative relation. 

Voting pattern with Sex ratio: The difference of number of male and female played a 

significant role for all the party; it was highest to the PC party. It can be said that for the 

independent candidates, sex-wise distribution of population was almost not significant. 

116 



Figure. 5.1 

VOTING PATTERNS TO INC WITH 4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC VARIABLES 
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- ^ 

1972 1978 1979 1984 1987 

-% of votes 
polled 

-%of 

Scheduled 

caste 

90 
80 
70 
60 

>^50 o 
2 40 
.^30 
^ 2 0 

10 
0 

^ ^ A^ ^ <^ 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ t - % o f 
votes 
polled 

- a - Literacy 

117 



Figure 5.2 

VOTING PATTERN TO MNF WITH 4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC VARIABLES, 1987 
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The above figures showed that the four important socio-economic variables did not 

significantly influence the voting behaviour to the MNF poHtical party in 1987. In fact, 

the won of MNF in the first State's legislature was mainly because of nationalism of 

Mizo or ethnocentrism of Mizo people. 

118 



5.2 OBSERVATIONS AND FINDINGS: 

1. The total population of Mizoram was 3, 32,390 in 1971 census, 4, 93,757 in 1981 

and it was 6, 89,756 in 1991. In 1981 census, 75 percent of the population of Mizoram 

lived in rural parts and only 25 percent were in urban areas. However, 1991 census shows 

a remarkable change in rural-urban population distribution. Out of the total population in 

1991, 46.10 percent were lived in 22 towns or urban areas while above 50 percent were 

lived in different rural areas throughout the region- It indicates that rural dominance of 

population. 

2. In contrast to national figure, the population of scheduled tribes was much higher 

than its counter-part scheduled castes. The population categorized as scheduled tribe and 

scheduled caste together accounted for 93.58 percent of the total population in Mizoram. 

Moreover, the percentage of scheduled tribes was 93.54 and that of scheduled castes was 

0.02 only. The percentage of scheduled tribes was increased to 94 percent, and due to the 

increased in the number of scheduled tribes, the percentage of scheduled tribes was 

constant. The scheduled tribe concentration was very even in the region as the percentage 

variation was less than 3 in all the three districts. In Aizawl district, 94.06 percent were 

scheduled tribes and 0.02 percent was scheduled caste, 92.01 percent were scheduled 

tribes and 0.01 percent was scheduled caste in Lunglei district and 93 percent were 

scheduled tribes and 0.05 percent was scheduled castes in Chhimtuipui district. 

Moreover, the scheduled tribes population was dominated by Lusei and other Mizo tribes 

with 97.72 percent. 

However, the social composition shows a different picture at the sub-divisional 

levels. The spatial variation on social composition has resulted in a particular pattern of 

working behaviour, as the people are more conscious of their separate identity. This 

heterogeneous composition of the social groups also gives rise to ethnocentrism (tribal 

nationalism) and sometimes even created a condition of social dis-equilibrium especially 

during elections. It was not much before 1970, but undoubtedly ethnocentrism will grow 

in Mizo society as well as in Mizoram. 
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3. Due to the spatial variation in social composition, there has been a spatial 

variation in electoral behaviour. Each of the ethnic groups has the tendency to vote for 

their own ethnic group or clan. It was being observed that after the region was elevated to 

Union territory-hood in 1972. Constituencies like Tlabung and Chawngte were 

dominated by non-Mizo electorates and was resulted that Mizo candidates never won the 

battle in these two constituencies. In fact, all the political parties or candidates to the 

western part of the state need to look for the interest of the non-Mizo electorates. 

4. There were 3 constituencies at Chhimtuipui district, 6 at Lunglei district, and 21 

at Aizawl district in 1972. It was 5 at Chhimtuipui, 7 at Lunglei and 28 at Aizawl districts 

in 1987. It indicates that the bulk of the population was concentrated in Aizawl district. 

Lunglei and Chhimtuipui votes for independents and to INC candidates in 1972. In 1978, 

the PC party won 2 seats from Lunglei district and dominated the northern constituencies; 

but not with a single seat from Chhimtuipui district. The PC party got 1 seat from 

Chhimtuipui district and dominated Lunglei and Aizawl districts in 1979. In 1984, the 

seats for Mizoram legislature were distributed between INC and PC party. Moreover, 

urban areas also distributed to the two political parties. In 1987, rural areas of 

Chhimtuipui and Lunglei district was dominated by FNC and urban goes for the MNF 

party; rural areas of Aizawl district was distributed between the two political parties and 

urban areas of Aizawl district goes for MNF party. 

5. It is seen that distance factor minimised the degree of loyalty and sense of 

commitments. 

6. It is also observed that the Reang voters were important at Tlabung, Buarpui, 

Kawnpui, Kolasib, Bilkhawthlir, Lokicherra, Kawrthah, Mamit and Phuldungsei 

constituencies. The Chakma voters also important at Tlabung, Chawngte, Lawngtlai, 

Lokicherra and Buarpui. Most of the areas are at the western slope of the state. And it is 

clear that Chakma and Reang populations were concentrated in the western slope of 

Mizoram. 

7. The result of the 1972 election shows that the population cover by the Mizo 

Union, the winning party was restricted within northern Mizoram. The Mizo Union party 
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succeeds the first UT legislature without winning a seat from Chhimtuipui and Lunglei 

district. 

8. The people of Chhimtuipui district only goes for a candidates who belong to their 

own clan. 

9. The patterns of voting behaviour and the year by year performance of political 

parties vividly explains the fact that the people of Mizoram did not vote on the basis 

manifestos, economic or other social developmental programmes during 1972-1987. It is 

very interesting and undoubtedly true to note that the people of Mizoram search for the 

solution for their burden in the political field. 

10. The political ministry was hold by Mizo Union during 1972 to 1978 owing its 

records and strong foundation with capable leaders. The second UT government was run 

by the Peoples' Conference party during 1978 to 1984 due to its interest of the peace and 

harmony of the mass population. The Indian National Congress won the battle for 

Ministry in 1984 with its aptitude to settle the long-spell of disturbance of the region. The 

Mizo National Front ruled over the state's first legislative assembly due to the 

nationalism of the Mizo. This shift in political loyalties may be attributed to the overall 

political development in the state. 

11. The location, the historical background and population distribution suggested 

effective and efficient interaction between the majority and the minority and even more 

to the other society 

12. The people of Mizoram did not vote on the basis of manifestos, economic or other 

social developmental programmes during 1972-1987. Tradition and consistency for 

security has exaggerated parochialism. 

13. The non Mizo speaking people support INC in all the elections. 

14. Sex ratio was significant for all political parties, especially for the PC party. 

15. The PC party also got strong support from both non-Mizo and the native people, 

while linguistics difference of the people was more or less significant to the Mizo Union; 

but it was significant for the independent candidates. 
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16. It was also observed that series of administrative measures by district and state 

administration failed to check the growing unrest of in 1960s and 1970s. 

In summing up it can be clearly stated that centrifugal and centripetal forces have 

consistently influenced the nature and pattern of relationship in the region. With 

increasing literacy and media system and network the inhabitants are better equipped 

psycho-socially to gear themselves for greater economic development. 

North Eastern India, particularly Mizoram is highly sensitive and geo-strategically 

most vulnerable. Any neglect of the area would be geopolitically dangerous for the whole 

nation. 

In general, the combination of many factors influences the voting behaviour of the 

people. These factors are ethnic affinity, caste or clan prejudices, and organisational set­

up of the political parties, in search of the solution for long spell problem of insurgency 

and the image and the personality of the candidates. 
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