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Foreword

The present study is based on the text of three lectures delivered by
Professor Brattindra Nath Mukherjee at the North Eastern Regional
Centre of the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR-
NERC) in October 2000. These lectures are sponsored by the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation, New Delhi. Incidentally this is the third lecture
series organised by the NERC-ICSSR under the rubric RGF-NERC-
ICSSR Rajiv Gandhi Memorial Lectures. We are . thankful to
Professor Mukherjee for kindly accepting our invitation to deliver
these lectures. Siate

Professor B.N. Mukherjee is a dxstmgmsh@d historian and held
the position of Carmichael Professor of Ancient Indiap History and
Culture, Department of Ancient History and Culture; Umver51ty of
Calcutta during 1975-1999. Professor Mukherjée” discussed the
Nationhood and Statehood in India: A Historical Survery in three
lectures namely: Nationhood in the Indian Subcontinent; Statehood
in the Indian Subcontinent; and A Critical Survey of the Data. Need-
less to say that the lectures evoked tremendous interest among the
scholars at North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong where Professor
Mukherjee delivered these lectures.

We hope that these lectures in published form will definitely
attract the attention of a much wider section of students, scholars
and the enlightened general public.

ICSSR-NERC | Imdad Hussain
January 2001 Honorary Director



Preface

In 1999 I was invited by Prof. J.P. Singh, the then Hony. Director
of the North-Eastern Regional Centre of the Indian Council of Social
Science Research, to deliver the Rajiv Gandhi Memorial Lectures
for the year 2000. I gratefully accepted the invitation.

I chose Nationhood and Statehood in India-A Historical
Survey as the subject of my lectures. I delivered three lectures in
Shillong in October 2000. The topics of my lectures were “Nation-
hood in India”, “Statehood in India-the Background” and “State-
hood in India-A Critical Survey of the Data”.

The present monograph represent these lectures. Here, how-
ever, the second and third lectures have been incorporated in one
chapter (II). An epilogue (chapter III) has been added. Another
relevant topic has been discussed in an appendix (I).

Full information on a book or an article has been furnished at
the time of its first citation. So no separate bibliography appears in
the present monograph. However, for the sake of convenience of
the reader, a list of abbreviations has been included.

I am obliged to the authorities concerned (including Prof. I.
Hussain, the present Hony. Director and Dr. C.J. Thomas, the Deputy
Director of the Centre) for organising the lectures and for publish-
ing the monograph.

Calcutta * B.N. Mukherjee
1.12.2000
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