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For decades India's North-east is in the throes
ot tension and turmoil. This book seeks to
1dentify the problems of North-east India and
analyse and assess the policies of the Union
and State Governments to ensure peace,
stability and security of the str@tcgically
important sensitive region. '

The restructuring of the States on
linguistic basis did not find favour with the
emerging elite of the ethnic groups both of the
hills and the plains. To satisfy the political
aspirations of the tribesmen, the balkanisation
of Assam was set in motion and the process
continued, but an appropriate solution of the
problem is still not in sight. To aggravate the
situation an unending influx of migrants of the
post-Independence period created an
explosive situation upsetting the demographic
balance of the entire region. The author has
delineated objectively, the nature and extent,
apart from the effects of immigration, the role
of political parties and how and to what extent
the Union and State governments have
tackled this volatile and emotive issue. The
entire region is seething with secessionism,
militancy and insurgency bred by a sense of
alienation, deprivation and neglect. The
endeavours that had been made by the Centre
and State governments to bring militancy to
the negotiation table bore no fruit. The policy
of the government, the author strongly feels,
should be conciliatory, but firm; if conciliation
fails, the divisive and secessionist forces must
be brought under control with an iron hand
lest the situation be out of control.
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Preface

Since the Transfer of Power India’ s North-east came into prominence
and geo-political significance as it bordered three unfriendly
countries—China, Burma (now Myanmar) and East Pakistan (present
Bangladesh). For decades the entire region was in the throes of tension and
turmoil (This book seeks to identity the problems and to analyse and assess
the policies of the Union and State governments in the post-colonial period
to ensure peace, security and stability of this strategically important
sensitive region.)

The restructuring of the States on linguistic basis did not find favour
with the newly-emerged elite of the tribals in the hills: it deprived them,
as they felt, of their political and cultural identity in the context of the
territory composed of diverse ethnic groups at different economic levels
and political development. The Sixth Schedule devised to satisfy their
needs and aspirations within the framework of the parent State could not
meet their demands. Hence followed the fragmentation of Assam with the
emergence of Nagaland as a full-fledged State in 1964. The Assam
Reorganisation and the North-Eastern Areas (Reorganisation) Act, 1971
which created five States and two Union Territories (now States) could not
but inspire Karbi-Anglong and North Cachar Hills and the tribesmen in
the plains to make demands of autonomy as a stepping stone to Statehood.
To what extent the balkanisation of Assam thus set in motion, provided
a appropriate solution or created new problems; answers to this question
will be found in succeeding pages.

The influx of immigrants in the wake of the partition of India and
the emergence of Bangladesh had created an explosive situation upsetting
the demographic balance in the north-east. If the inflow remained
unbated, the plainsmen felt, they will be aliens in theirhomeland and their
very identify will be lost. The hillmen also feared they willbe outnumbered
and swamped; their main prop the land and forests will also be lost to them.
Theinevitablereaction, ananti-foreigner’s drive paralysed the government
and then followed in its wake an orgy of violence, looting, arson and
killings which took a heavy toll of human lives and loss of property worth
millions. What is the nature and extent of the influx of immigrants? Is the
identity of the ethnic groups, including the major community namely the
Assamese, really in danger? What was the role of the political parties
including the party in power? How and with what effect the Union and the
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State governments tackled the problem? I's the problem of influx insolub’lé?
These are some of the questions which this book seeks to explain.

There had also been a growing sense of alienation bred by
geographical isolation, communication gap and above all prolonged
neglect and indifference of the Union government. Small wonder that the
region is seething with secessionism, militancy and insurgency. The
endeavours that had been made by the Union and State governments to
bring the ultras to the negotiating table bore no fruit. The policy of the
government, the author strongly feels, should be conciliatory but firm.
Conciliate to the utmost, not by words but by deeds, eradicating feelings
of alienation, deprivation and neglect. Conciliation shouldnotbe perverted
to appeasement which is a sign of weakness. If conciliation fails, the
divisive and secessionist forces must be brought under control with an iron
hand and in the process, care should be taken, the innocents should not
be punished along with the guilty.

The current or contemporary history is yet to attract the attention of
the Indian historiographer. He is to deal with the raw data, ‘proximity of
events and personalities” and ‘involvement of events and happenings’
around him. There is nothing like a final verdict in history: for a better
perspective and understanding history is being reassessed, reinterpreted
and reconstructed from time to time in the light of new sources unearthed.
True, a historian may discover facts which may be of vital importance to
him for explorations of truth or express a judgement which may adversely
affect interests at certain quarters or powers that be. The author strongly
feels, history is no respecter of persons and that the duty of a historian is
to lay bare facts or pass a judgement without fear or favour. Under no
circumstances should he suppress or distort facts to suitinterests personal,
political or communal. Clio has no other interest than the search for the
truth, the whole truth, irrespective of national, religious, linguistic or
regional considerations. Above all, his findings must serve the interests
of the community by removing misunderstanding, strengthening views
and enlightening the public on both its strong and weak points.

Archival materials on North-east are not accessible to scholars for
the period under review. Annual, quinquennial reports, and documents of
historical importance remain unpublished nor readily available. The
present analysis is based by and large on reports, official and unofficial,
monographs, brochures, scholarly papers and articles published in journals, '
periodicals and media, local and national. These are invaluable source
materials for the subject under discussion based as these are on personal
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knowledge or on the reports of those who had witnessed the events.

Grateful thanks are due to all those whose pioneering works the author
extensively made use of.

Chandmari : GUWAHATI H.K. Barpujari
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