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SELECTION OF PAPERS

BREGARDING

The Will Tracts betoern JHssam wnd Burinal

AND ON

THE UPPER BRAHMAPUTRA.

Memoir of a Survey of Assam and the Neighbouring Countrics, exccuted
in 1825.6-7-8. By Lirurenast R. WiLcox.

I~ the following memoir I propose to give a detailed account of
the progress of our geographical discoveries on the North-East-Frontier
from the time when our armies advancing in that directior opened to
us countries of which we had till then a very imperfect knowledge.

Narratives of some of the journeys have been already published, and
much of the new information has been included in a paper in tie 16th
Volume of the Asiatic Researches ; but the former are seatwred in the"
newspapers or periodicals without connection to enable the inquirer to
collect the scattered gleams of information into one comfmon focus,
while the latter, including only the results obtained by one of the
individuals engaged in that quarter, and applying also to statistical
inquiries, gives necessarily an iuadequate idea of our acquisitions in
geographical information properly so called, as it also stops short of
the date at which our inquiries terminated. This appears to have been
felt by the Society, who have expressed a wish, in a note attached to
that paper by their Secretary, that some task similar to-the one I
propose to myself should be undertaken. The interest, too, excited by
the question of the identity of the Sanpo and Brahmaputra, evidenced
by the notice taken of the subject in Kurope, seems to call for the
execution of such a task, and I have therefore been induced to draw
up the following memoir.

I should have been well pleased to have scen the task fall into
other hands, and I have delayed undertaking it in the hope of some
one better prepared anticipating me, yet 1 would not be understood to
disqualify myself more than necessary. Having been on' the spot from
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the beginuning, at first an interested observer, and latterly employed in
exploring myself much of the ferra incognita of that quarter, I consider
that I ought to be able to give a connected view of the progressive
steps made, as well as to supply many particulars necessary to the full
comprehension of the subject not yet generally adverted to.

In October 1824 several of the officers employed in Revenue Sur-
veys were taken from those duties and placed {to continue during the
war) under the superintendence of Major Schaleh, in order that accom-
pavying the several divisions of the army and receiving his instructiouns,
they might derive advantage to the utmost practicable extent of the
opportunities so suddenly and unexpectedly opened of pushing our
investigations beyond those barriers which the well or ill-founded
jenlousy of our eastern neighbours had hitherto opposed to us, and
which o had till then no immediate hope of surmounting.

In the distribution I was appointed to act with Captain Bedford as
his assistant, and our province was Assam. Besides the instructions
given generally to his corps by Major Schalech (as conveyed in & cireun-
Iar letter), Captain Bedford was verbally directed to consider the Drah-
maputra as the chief object to which his attention should be directed.
He was to endeavour to unravel the mystery in which was enveloped
each notice or tradition respecting its fountain head by proceeding up
its streams as far a8 the influence of the neighbouring force, or the safe-
guad of a detached escort, might permit. :

We arrived at Goalpara, on the frontier of Assam,in the latter end
ot January 1823, immediately after the capitulation of the Burmah
force at Rucgpur, and we were then eager to join the head-quarters
in tull expectation of an attempt being made to advance towards Ama-
rapura. We were already making anxious inquiries respecting the
source of the Brahmaputra, and we were given to understand that the
Assamese persisted in o common declaration that it rises in the east
beyond their territories. We were told of a cataract, which imagina-
tion porhaps, rather than report, founded on respectable information,
long continued to magnify into a splendid fall of the whole river from
the bordering ridge of mountains.

Mr. Scott,* indefatigable and ardent in the cause of scientific re-
soarch, had in the meantime, on arriving at Rungpur, caused Lieutenant
Burlton to be detached, to survey the river beyoud as far as practicable ;
but there no longer existed such extreme doubt about the direction and
distanco of the navigable part of its course. The natives knew well that
the boats of Bengal could not pass more than one day’s journey beyond
Sadiya (in lat. 27° 48', long. 95% 40) ; they spoke confidently (and their
information could no longer be deubted) of the Brahmakund, the-origin
of the river, being situated in the east; and indeed they had presented
a map drawn iu their own incorrect style, showing the situation of the
notable villages or districts, and exhibiting the various nullahs feeding
the Brahmaputra within their limits. It was afterwards remarked
that in this production the Dihong and the Dibong were not distin-
guished from other tributary streams. .

¢ Ensign (now Colonel) Wood’s Survey reached no further than Rungpore, and he leaves the
space beyond a perfect blank. He accounts for the paucity o his gooﬁ:ghnul information beyond
the mere line of the river by the dificulties he laboured under in holding intercourse with the
npafives.
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The commission with which Lieutenant Burlton was charged
was executed by him in a highly creditable manner. With a sur-
veying compass only, and unfurnished with any instrument for mea
suring-distances, he surveyed the river to Sadiya and a short distance
beyond, and subsequent measurement has detected but little error in
the map he made.

In the Government Gasette of 9th May 1825, appeared an extract
from Lieutenant Burlton’s lettor, giving an account of this expedi-
tion ; it is dated * On the river Burrampooter, N. lat 27° 54, E. long.
95° 24’, March 31st, 1825.”* He reports that he had that day got as
high up the river as it was navigable. Its bed, he says, was a com-
plete mass-of rocks,t with only a depth of three or four feet water in
the deepest part ; the rapidity of the current was also so great, that no
boat could track against it, putting the danger of striking on the rocks
out of the question. He considers it as about the size of the Kullong
river (one hundred and fifty yards across), and tho extreme banks as
being not more than six hundred yards apart. Lieutenant Burlton
regrets that he could uot proceed further either by land or water. Tt
was represented to be at least ten days’ journey to the DBrahmakund,
and he had but a few days’ provisions left. What he had learnt respect-
ing the course of the river above, was ‘“that it runs easterly till it
reaches the lowest range of mountains,} (Lieutenant Burlton could
seo the range, and supposed it to be about fifty miles distant,) where it
falls from a perpendicular height of about one hundred and twenty
feet, and forms a large bottomless bay, which is called the Brahma-
kund.” Above the low range are some high mountains, which are
covered with snow ; and from the narrowness of the water he imagined
that the source of the Brahmaputra must be there, as it seemed very
improbable such a small body of water could run the distance it 1s
represented or supposed to do.

"~ From what the natives said respecting the Siri Sirhit,§ or Ira
waddy, Lieutenant Burlton was inclined to think that that river rise:
at the same place.

The impression made by the foregoing account is apparent in .1
remarks made upon it by the Editor of the Gorerninent Gazette. Dis-
cussing Rennell’s inference of the connexion of the Sunpo and Bralw-
maputra rivers, he says: “ The Sanpo, where left by the Chinese, is
called a very large river, and the name itself, Sanpo, is said to imply
the river par excellence. How happens it, then, upon entering Assam to
have lost all cldim to such a character, and to be little more than a
hill torrent, with only three or four feet water in its greatest depth ?”
Had Lieutenant Buriton added an account of the discharge of the
niver according to the sections he took below the Buri Dihong moutl,
and near Sadiya, this idea of the character of the river could never
have been formed; for the quantity of water discharged per second
in the former place was found to be 86,727 cubic feet and of the

® The true place was about lat. 27° 49° and long. 95° 53" T

.t Not rocks in situ, but rounded stones and pebbies brought down from the mountains in the
rainy season.—R, W,

1 It is hardly necedsary to observe that Lieutenant Burlton menns from the cast, or from the
lowest range of mountains westerly.

3 It was 80 printed, but Lieute:. 1t Burlton must have printed and probably wrote the Seeree
Lobit, or $ri Lohit,




( 4)

saored Brahmaputra, or eastern branch 'E:ssing Sadiys, 32,4138 feet
in the same time. It is, however, to observed that there had
been a considerable rise before the latter measurement was maae, and
that divided as the river-is in that part of its stream near Rungpur
into many channels, it is probable that the former did not embrace the
whole river, or that some of the minor channels had been omitted,
being inacocessible.

The next notice that appeared is in the Government Gasette, 9th:
June, and it is important to notice it, if merely to.show that attention
was not yet.directed to the navigation of the Dihong, though it is men-
tioned in these terms: ¢ The river (i.e. Brahmaputra) washes Silani
Mukh or Mur, so called from the numerous stones and fragments of rock
washed down from the hills by the Dihong and Dibong rivers, which
soon after empty themselves into the Lohit. 'I'hese rise and flow from
peroeptible openings in the high chain of hills to the northward, and con-
siderably contribute to the mass of the‘river, which, after passing above
their mouths, diminishes materially in bulk and importance.” The writer
further says: ‘ But the objeot of greatest interest to topographical
science is a clear and distinct opening in the lower lofty ranges bear-
ing due east, behind which is pointed out by all ranks and classes the
Brahmakund, or reservoir, whence flows the Brahmaputra, and distant
from henoe not more than forty or fifty miles—six days’ journey. The
stream is described as taking its rise from a circular basin or well in the
side of the mountain beneath the snowy region, while behind and above
it are stupendous ranges of impracticable traunsit.”

In the meantime Captain %edford and myself had reached Bisna-
nath, where directions were received in a letter from Colonel Richards,
commanding the force, to survey the Buri Lohit, or old channel of the
river, to the head of the Majholi Island ; and as both officers might be
profitably employed, we were directed to separate, one of the two
resurveying in progress to Rungpur, the Dibing, or southern Branch.

I may here endeavour to elucidate a point which I observe has eaused
cohsiderable difficulty : 1 have it on the authority of the present Bor
Gohayn of Assam, corfoborated by the evidence of other well informed
Assamese whom I trad questioned, that before the remarkable flood from
the Dihong altered entirely the state of its channels and the direction
of the principal body of the river, the Dihing did not disembogue itself
where it does now, into the Brahmaputra, but, turning to the south-east,
received the Disang and Dikho, the Jazi and Disai River, and was dis-
charged into the great river near Mahura. A peninsula, or ratlier long
neck of land, then existed, and the channel of the Dihing was then in the
bed. of that brauch still retaining the name. The great river from near
Silani Mur to Sisi flowed in & bed which still continues to fill in the
rains, though it is of diminished size to the north of the present channel.
It is called the Buri Suti, or Suti Lohit, The Buri Low.{, since this
singular division of its former supply of water, has become of so little
vousequence, that above the junction of the Subanshiri it is barely naviga-
ble iu the dry season. The division of the waters of the Dihing is an
event of much later date. It issaid that the passage through the low
Iand in the direction of Sadiya was aided by some rivulet draining the
cungles ; that an accumulation of stones in the vicinity of the Kusan Hills
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was the immediate cause; and that the openiug now called the new
Dihing was very gradually enlarged by the influence of sucoessive rains,
causing au equivalent diminution to the ancient Dihing, the old com-
munication with which has no water in the cold season, and indeced the
name of Buri Dihing might fairly bo dropped in favour of the Namrup,
from which it derives its present supply. Whether there existed a
channel of communication between the Dihing and Lohit near the spot
wnere the Buri Dihing now meets the latter, I never could satisfactorily
learn.

But to return from this digression : Captain Bedford chose the Buri
Lohit, as it presented novelty, and left me to retrace Ensign Wood’s
steps towards Rungpur. He completed his survey, but I met with an
unfortunate accident in the ['))rogress of mine. About half way from
Bishanath my map and field-book, with the greatest part of my pro-
perty, were lost by the sinking of my boat. Captain Bedford afterwards
continued his route towards Sadiya, making a more accurate survey than
Lieutenant Burlton had the means of doing ; snd before the expiration
of the month of June he had surveyed not only the whole distance on
the great river from Bishanath to ’I{mgu Pani, but having accompanied
Captain Neufville on the expedition against the Singfo Chiefs, he also
added a hasty survey of the Noa Dihing.

Soon after my arrival at Dikho Mukh in April, Colonel Richards per-
mitted me to accompany a party of the 46th Regiment, which was to
proceed up the Disang River to Borhath, to protect the Assamese of the
intermediate district in advance of Rungpur from incursions of the
Singfos, who had lately, in considerablo strength, made a very daring
and successful incursion close in the neighbourhood of the force.

_ After passing Bel Bari on the Disang, I found the banks of the
river clothed witﬁ an impenetrable tree forest, and the distances I was
compelled . to estimate in time, guided by the experience I had of the
progress of my hoat at those places where it was practicable to use m
perambulator. About five miles by the river below Borhath, we first
encountered the shallow rapids formed by the accumulation of the peb-
bles brought down by the stream, and further progress in Bengalee boats
was impossible ; but one of the Assam guides offered to conduct me to
Rorhath, and after a most laborious march through jungle where no
trace of a path wae to be found, I reached the place.

Near to Borhath are several salt springs, whence a considerable
quantity of salt used formerly to be obtained.” Those at present worked
were {00 far removed within the Naga Hills for me to visit them. The
evaporation is carried on in green bamboos, and the salt presented was
generally of a grey colour, extremely hard and compact, having the form
of the bamboo in which it had been boiled, and possessing the radiated
structure in perfection. _

. After passing eighteen rapids in an attempt to survey the river
beyond Borhath, I desisted. {‘he hills which I had then an opportunity
of examining, for they were generally covered with soil tosome depth,
were either of grey or yellow sandstone—the former ot a close, hard tex-
ture, and the latter coarse, and when exposed to the action of the waters,
converted speedily into clay. Coal ie found at no great distance.

© May not these salt aprings belung to the new red sandstone formation ?
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I was told that the produce of the Naga Hills is limited to ginger,
hlack pepper, & fow vegetables, iron, and salt.

With the aid of an,elephant and a party of coolies I attempted to
drag a canoe across to the old Fort of Jypur, but on my arrival there I
found my boat so much injured by rough usage in the way through the
close forest that it was nolonger serviceable. An Assamese captive had
fortunately made his escape that day from the hands of the Singfos,
and having robbed them of a canoe, in addition to such trifles as he could
counveniently seize and carry off in it, he presented himself to our notioe,
singing most lustily and merrily the song of liberty, and he readily
yielded his prize to me. In his canoe I dropped down the Buri Dihing
to its mouth, taking the bearings of its numerous reaches and noting
the time. I mention this incident as & note of the mode in which the
survoy was performed. The Buri Dihing wanders through a forest as
dense as that of the parallel River Disang, and the country between
the two at that time was said to be an inhospitable tract of rank jungle,
without a vestige of inhabitants.

The Fort of Jypur I found so much overgrown with high grass
jungle, that I must have passed it unawares had not my guide pointed
it out. It isa square of three hundred and fifty yards, with a dry
ditch of six feet deep, the earth from which is thrown up in the form
of a wall or bank six feet high.

My next employment was a survey of the River Dikhy, which was
made under more favorable circumstances for arriving at accuracy, as
the distance by the bund road both to Kowarpara and to Ghergong was
surveyed, and hills determined in position from this base served to
correct the remaining portion ; but here, as in the Disang, after arriving
within a certain distance of the hills, I found it impossible to proceed.
It is similar in character to'the before-named rivers. '

As my object is to give a connected view of the several steps of our
discoveries, I must not omit to mention Lieutenant Jones’s Journal of
his march from Rung~ur with the detachment which I found at Bor-
hath on my arrival there.

The journal was noticed in the Governmeit Gazette of 23rd of
June, dnd its contents, though interesting, scarcely require repetition,
as they chiefly describe the embarrassments of & party moving on bad
roads through a jungly and swampy tract intersected by swollen rivers.
For the first fourtcen miles they encountered swamps, jheels, and tree
jungle; then, after coming on & good broad road, and proceeding one
nile along it, they found a fine stone bridge, of three arches, in good
repair, over the Teezakhana Nullah. The broad road continued (occa-
sionally broken) through a more open country with the Naga Hills on
the right at no great distance. The Chipera River was crossed by the
help of a party of Nigas, who are very expert in felling timber, and a
raft was construnted for passing the baggage over the Tsokak, which
could not be forded by elephants.

On the 20th of June appeared some further information, derived
from Lieutenant Neufville, who, by means of some Khangtis (Khamtis),
originally from the Bor Khangti country, had been enabled to add fo
Lis former account, that *The Bor Khangti ceuntry, before remarked,

lies in a direction from thjs spot a little to the south of east on the other .

]
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side of the high snowy hills of the Brahmakund. These ranges he now
finds extend back to a far greater depth than he had at first supposed,
and he is assured to a far higher altitude than any-of these now visible.*
The Burrampooter or Lohit, accessible only as far as the reservoir of the
Drahmakund (unless perhaps to the hill Meeshmees), takes its original
rise very considerably to the eastward, issuing from the snow at one of
the loftiest of the ranges ; thence it falls a mere mountain rivulet to the
brim of the Brahmakund, which receives also the tribute of three streams
from the Meeshmee hills, called Juhjung, Tisseek, and Digarco.t From
the opposite side of the same mountain, which gives the nrimeval rise
to the Durrampooter, the Khangtis state (as they had before stated to
Licutenant Burlton) “that the Irrawaddy takes its source, runniug
south, intersecting their country and flowing to the Ava empire. This
theory of the sources of the'streams is thought by far the most probable,
and it agrees more with the general accounts and the geographical
features of the country.” A little to the northward of east the opening
of the Brahmakund is another less defined dip in the lofty line of the
Meeshmee hills, through which Lieutenant Neufville has received a
route, accessible to the mountaineers, of twenty days to the country of
the Lama.}

It would be unjust to omit in these details notice of a service
rendered to geography by Lieutenant Bedingfield when communication
was opened with the Burmahs after the fall of Rungpur. From several
compared accounts he compiled 2 map of the Kenduen River, from the
latitude of Amarapura to its sources, which is no doubt very nearly
correct in its general features, and also in many particulars. Subsequent
accounts, derived from Singfos, have enabled us to improve on the
central part and add more topographical detail respecting the time of
rout eof the Durmahs; nor ought I to omit an account of a journey into
Bhutan performed by a Persian under Mr. Scott’s orders, and from
which we learn principally that a route from Gohati to Mursing gaon,
in a northerly direction, or a little inclining to east, crosses the %huruli
River, which falls into the DBramaputra opposite Kaliabar. Mursing
gaon is situated on the left bank of the Bhuruli. The information
collected by him from respectable Towang people places that town
three days farther north on the Bonash River, which joins the Brahma-
putra at Goalpara.

The possession of the whole of Assam, by giving us aceess to -so
many voints for inquiry on the uorth bank of the Bramaputra, appear-
ng now so much in Tavour of an attempt to solve the geographical
problem of the connexion which this river has with the Sanpo, I was
detached from the Assam Yorce by Colonel Blacker, and instructed to

® ¥o the nor‘h-eut of Sadiya there are bigher mountains than those visible from the station,
but dxgertly towardethe sourccs of the Brahmaputra it does not appear that there are n{ml‘\igher.
. ¥ The only stream failing into the Knnd, or near it, s the Deopsni, & mountain The
Digaru falls into tho Brabmaputra——miles west of the Kund; on the north benk the Miteo is the
::;est, ‘ulling in frora the south about half mile beyond. The Tisseek and Jubjung I do vot
gaize.
1 Given in the 16th Vol, of Researches: the number of days I mpg‘ou nearly eorrect, but
5 cannot recognize more than ome of the names of the stages, i.e, Tidong for Tiding river,
which miglit be reached in one day from the Kund by an active Meeshmee ;” but the first cane
bridge across the river is, I think, above the confluence of the Tiding, and in that ease the Tiding
would not require to be crossed in procecding eastward. The route to the Lamarcountry generally
used i3 on the banks of the river. ’
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act under the guidance and support of Mr. Scott in the prosecution of
this most interesting inquiry, and, for the purpose of consulting with
that gentleman, was directed to proceed to Goalpara.

I received Colonel Blacker’s instruction at Goalpara. Mr. Scott
had in the meantime neglected no opportunity of gathering infor-
mation, but the Assamese proved fully as incurious as our subjects of
Hindustan, and we found that even in directing our attention to the
points best fitted for our first attempt we should receive scarcely any
aid from the best informed amongst them. As a specimen of the style
of the few traditions on the subject which they were found possessed
of, I shall give an extract from one of their books furnished by Boga .
Damra Phoglend,’ who, we were told, is rich in the possession of such
lore.

Judging from this wild story as a specimen, it might be inferred
that the Assan.e8e account of the singular rise of the Dihong in 1735
is not wel! wathenticated. Not only, however, have we the evidence
of their histories  for this fact, but sufficient proof exists in the great
alter~t.ons in the state of the rivers which then occurred, as I have
befure noticed. The Abors and Miris ought to be in possession of all
.ne facts relative to this occurrence, as they were the first observers of
it, and the latter tribe having their villages on the east bank of the
Dihong in the plains desolated by it: but they deny all knowledge of
these remarkable circumstances, and indeed the Abors, when questioned
about the elephant trappings (or shackles for binding elephants), as
I believe the statement in history gives it, immediately accounted for
the appearance (of the latter) by the resemblance to some of their own
implements.+ The Abors gave a reason for the rise of the Dihong,
but they did not speak confidently; they thought it was occasioned by
the river having suddenly penetrated at a sharp turning, the earthy
barrier opposed to it, or overtrimed a ledge of rocks. That this enor-
mous body of water, having so large a fall in that part of its course
southward through the Abor mountains, must exert an extraordinary
foroe, cannot be doubted.

After some deliberation as to the route 1 should attempt, Mr.
Scott recommended that I should try the Subanshiri before proceeding
further eastward, and I started with a liberal supply of red cloth,
beads, and such other articles as were likely to please the mountaineers.
Having arrived at its mouth on the 28th November, I commenced my
survey on the following day, but I was disappointed to find my
further progress impeded on the sixth day by rapids, occasioned by, the
aoccumulation of round stones brought down from the hills, where, from
its mouth, I had got but twenty-two miles latitude to the north.

Some of the Chiefs of an Abor tribe had arrived at this time to
make their annual collections from the distriot north of the Buri Lohit.
They claim the whole of those plains as their domain; but whether
this claim is the origin of their exactions, or whether the imbecile
government of Assam had allowed to grow into a confirmed custom
an evil which they could not counteract, does not appear. However,

# Boga Damra, white calf, a jocular name given.here by the common people; his real name

I do not recollect. . . ) .
4 The writer in the 16th Vol,, Asiatic Researches, appears to consider this tradition as of

some autherity,
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from the Bhuruli to the banks of the Dihong, the whole of the hill
tribes pretend to similar rights, and bave never been interfered with
when at the accustomed season they have descended from their strong-
holds and peaceably taken their dues from each separate dwelling.

I had ap interview with Taling Gam, the -most powerful of these
Abor Miris, and my presents of rum and cloth wrought so well with
him, that I entertained hopes of starting for his village in his company,
and had arranged to move off in canoes, to have the advantage of
water conveyance for my provisions the\remaining navigable portion of
the river, which is said to be but three days.

My inquiries had not elicited any information to warrant the
expectation of & suocessful result from this trip, as it appeared that the
few articles of Thibetan manufacture found amongst this people were
acquired by traffic with tribes more to the eastward. They would not
acknowledge any acquaintance with the countries to the north, but
described tiem a8 an uninhabited wild tract of hill and jungle. To their
north-west, however, they place the Onka Miris, whose country, they
say, is a level table land, and they are of opinion thaf these come in
contact with the Bhotiyas. I thought that by gaining a footing in the
first villages in the hills, I might either induce the people to throw off
this reserve, if my suspicions of their concealing their knowledge were
correct, or perhaps advance sufficiently far towards the north to make
more effectual inquiries. I was disappointed through the interference
of the Assamese of the Sonari villages, who anticipated some unknown
evil from our communication with their hill neighbours, and this
friendly Chieftain positively refused to accompany me, or to let any of
his Iieople guide me. till he should have returned and consulted his

ople.

. Of the Subanshiri, they could only tell me that it is divided above
into three branches. It is called by them Kamla, and the principal
branch rises in the nerth or north-west. Snow, which I had seen lying
on the mountain in a northerly direction, they told me was fifteen days’
Journey from their villages, and added that in the north-east they could
perceive it hanging on the mountains in great quantity throughout
the year. The Miris bring down to exchange with the lowlanders
ginger, pepper, maujit {madder), and wax. o Abors of Sueng Meng
and Dohar Doowars, more eastward, have also copper vessels, straight
swords, and elephants’ teeth.

The Subanshiri river is scarcely inferior to the Ganges at Allaha-
bad in December. I found the discharge at its mouth 16,000 cubio
feet per second, and up to the hills its tributary streams are few and of
little consequence. I think there is no doubt of its being the Omchu
of Du Halde and Rennell. Its low banks are covered with tree jungle,
and are subject to inundation ; there are very few villages visible from
the river, but inland, on both sides, the country is better cultivated and
more populous than other parts of Upper Assam, with the exception of
Jurhath and Char Dwar. )
. 1t had been agreed with Mr. Scott that in the event of my meet-
Ing with no success here, I should go on to the Dihong and Dibong;
and if Captain Bedford had not already explored those rivers as far
as practicable, that I should make my attempt there.

B
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My own belief, founded on the reports of the Miris, now on the
Bubanshiri, who had emigrated from the banks of those rivers, was that
neither would be found navigable, and I was prepared to move over-
land wherever I could find admittance. Thegt(iris did not pretend to
any certain knowledge of the origin of the Dihong, and they seemed
to think the notions current amongst their tribe and the Assamese
as little worthy my attention. They informed me that a tradition pre-
vails with the Abore of the Subanshiri that their hunters once, travel-
ling in quest of game, went much further towards the north than usual,
and that they arrived at the banks of a noble and rapid river separating
their wild hills from cultivated spreading plains, whence the lowing of
oxen was distinctly audible. Another singular account they mentioned
of the Dihong Abors, that the Dihong is an anastomosing branch of a
river of great magnitude, called 8n Lohit, which also throws off the
Brahmaputra and passes into unL’nown regions to the eastward. The
Abors are supposed to see this! 8ri Lohit, and on the opposite bank
numbers of people of a strange tribe are perceived coming down to
the ghit to Eathe, but it is too rapid and too broad to crossed.
Another tale is that the Sonaris, not finding the sand equally produe-
tive as usual in their old washing haunts, continued their way in a
small canoe up the river, renewing their search for gold continually, but
in vain, but that they suddeulﬁ arrived in & populous country, the
manners and appearance of the inhabitants of which were strange to
them ; that on mentioning what had brought them so far from their
houses, they were instantly rewarded for their toil by a large gift of
the precious ore, and sent back delighted.

T'he Assamess are of opinion that the families of a Bor Gohayn,
who had -been sent for under suspicious circumstances by the reigning
Raja, took refuge in the Kalita country ; but they seem to want autho-
rity for the opinion, and at all events it is extremely doubtful whether
any intercourse was kept up afterwards. I hes’tate to express this
opinion, because an opposite statement has been made. My grounds
for it are that when perusing the Assamese history, I did not meet
with a satisfactory account of what became of them. My recollection
is that “the sons and fa:aily of the Gohayn fled up the Dibong,’ and
the present very respectable Bor Gohayn of Assam could not give me

"better authority than mere tradition for the additional circumstances of
their finding refuge in the Kalita country and after intercqurse with
their friends in Assam.

Un my arrival at S8adiya I found that Captain Bedford had already
Eroeeeded up both the Dihong and Dibong, as far as he was permitted
the mountaineers, and I had great reason to fear that the same
obstacles which he had experienced would also interfere with my pro-
gress; but being provided with abundance of cloth, salt, and various
articles in request amongst them, besides having the means of taking
with me a sufficient guard to insure personal safety, an advan
which Captain Bedford wanted ; moreover, having letters addressed 1in
the Assamese language to the Abors given me by the Junior Commis-
sioner, and Miri interpreters, who were accustomed to intercourse with
them, I did not hesitate to make the trial.
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As Captain Bedford’s journey of this river was anterior to mins,
so his account. extracts of which were published in the Government
Gasette of 2ud February, deserves a preference. I shall therefore
endeavour from these extracts to couvey the best idea I can of this
most interesting river.

18th Norember.—On the first day after leaving the Brahmaputra
Captain Bedford was struck with the placid and mild character of the
river, expecting as he dia, from all accounts of the utter .impossibility
of navigating it,to find it abounding in rocks, and with a violent cur-
rent. “g:nds were as frequent as in the Brahmaputra, and the jungle
similar ; that is, grass covers the islands and grounds formed by alluvial
deposits, while the forests clothe the banks of older date. Deer were
numerous in the grass jungles.

19¢4 November.—The second day no material obstacle was encoun-
tered ; however stone beds were found to be taking place of sands, and
several rapids were passed. The hills appeared near at hand, and in
them a remarkable break, which was afierwards found-to be, as conjec-
tured, the channel of the river.

20¢h November—The third day the rapids were more numerous,

and more tronblesome, but on the fourth (21st of November) they
obstructed progress materially. Wherever encountered, the people
were obliged to get out of the oanoes, both to lighten them and to
assist with their strength in pushing them against the curremnts. The
direction of the river, hitherto nearly N. and 8., is suddenly from the
N. W. Deer and buffaloes were seen in numbers, as well as the large
water-fowl, called keewaree. Musk beetles were very annoying from
the intolerable odour communicated by contact with them. The hills
wers now so near, that trees and the colours of the foliage were plainly
distinguishable on the nearer ranges as well as the patches cleared for
cultivation, but no habitation was yet seen.
_ 22nd Notember—After tolerable progress, Captain Bedford arrived
in the evening near Pasial, an Abor village, which is half a day's
Journey inland from the river, on the right bank. This was the limit
of his excursion, as on various pretences the Abors of that place
opposed his further progress. One plea urged was-that any oue
having met them on friendly terms, would no doubt be very iil
received by the Abors higher up, with whom they were at enmity. It
was therefore necessaty to return after a stay of two days, and with
such information as was to be obtained from the natives, who, though
obstinate on the score of a further advance, and troublesome, from
their rude habits and childish curiosity, were on the whole amicable
aud communieative. :

The hiils on the right bank belong to the Yasial and Mayong
Abors, and those on the left to the Padoo, Siboo and Meeboo, and
Goliwar Abors.

The Pasial Abors were armed respectably emough; every man
had a bow and quiver of arrows, part of the latter of which were poi-
soned.®* They also carry light spears, or the sharp heavy sword (dad)

® They kill buffaloes with poisoned arrows; they track the beast which they have success-
fully wounded, knowing that he will not move far before tue fatal effects of their deadly poison will
become sensible.  Within half an hour the noble beast staggers aud falis.
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of the Singtus. The Abors are not particular in their diet, and eat
the flesh of the elephant, rhinoceros, hog, buffalo, kid, and deer, as
well as ducks and fowls, but they expressed an abhorrence of feeders
on beef. They exhibited also a marked predilection for brandy,
although some of them pretended to give a preference to a fermented
liquor prepared by themselves. Salt, cloth, and tobacco, were in great
request amongst them.

The dress of the Abors consists principally of a choonga (Assa-
mese name.for dhoti) made of the bark of the uddal tree. It answers
the double pirpose of a carpet to sit upon and of a eovering. It is
tied round the loins and hangs down behind in loose strips, about
fifteen inches long, like a white bushy beard. It serves alro as a pil-
low at night. The rest of their dress is apparently matter of indivi-
dual taste ; beads round the neck are not uncommon. Some wore plain
basket cwyps, some had the cane caps partly covered with skins, and
others wore them ornamented with stained hair, like our helmets, and
resemnbling the head-dresses of! the Singfos.* Almost every man
had some article of wollen dress, varying from a rudely made blanket
waistcoat to a comfortably and tolerably well-shaped cloak. One of
these, of a figured pattern, was made with sleeves; it was said to come
from the country of the Bor Abors. The texture was good, though
coarse, as was that of a red cloak worn by the clief of the village.

The Abors seem to have been in the habit of levying contribu-
tions on their low-land and less martial neighbours of Assam, and to
have resented any irregularity in their payment by predatory incur-
sions, carrying off the people prisoners Several Assamese captives
were found amongst the Abors of Pasial, some of whom had been so
long amongst them as to have become completely reconciled to their
condition.

Captain Bedford’s account of his voyage up the Dibong, which
followed, is the only one we have of that river ; and as it was also the
nest excursion in order of time, I continue the extracts from it, as
published in the Appendix to Wilson’s History of the Burmese War :—

“ On the 4th of December Captain Bedford entered the mouth
of the Dihong; the water was beautifully clear, running in a bottom
of sand and stomes. On the 5th a shallow, or bar, was crossed, above
which the stream was much obstructed by the trunks of. trees brought
down by the current. The river continued deep, and although several
rapids were encountered, they were passed without much trouble.
Numerous traces of buffaloes, deer, and leopards, were obse::cu, and
also of elephants, which last had not been seen along the Dibong, nor
on ome of its feeders, the Lalee. Amongst the trees on the ianks
were several of which the wood is serviceable in the construction of
houses and bnats, as the sau and soleana. The demuru yields a bark
which is eaten by the Assamese with pawn.

On the 6th, at 11 a.m., the most formidable rapid that had been
met with was passed with much difficulty, and on the following day
a shallow, extending across the river, over which the boats were forced.

® The b ak of the bucerns (Nepglensie) is a favorite and striking arnament of their caps. This, "
on the :op in front, and the red cho[:}y tail Aowing down behind, gives very much the appearnnce
of a helmet.
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Ou the Sth the part of the river reached wps wide, and separated
into many narrow and rapid streams. In the forenoon the mouth of
the Bhanga Nadi'was passed, so named by the fishermen, from an idea
that it is & branch of the Dibong, which forces its way through the
forest; but according to other information it is a distinet stream, flow-
ing from the hills. It was not navigable even for canoes, but the
mouth was one hundred and fifty yards broad; and if it rises from a
distinct source in the mountains, it must bring down a considerable
body of water in the rainy season.

The progress of the survey was suspended for the greater part
of the 9th by an accident to one of the canoes, which was split from
stem to stern It was repaired, however, by the fishermen in a singu-
lar manner. HMaving collected some of the fresh bark of the simul
tree, about half an inch thick, and tolerably strong, they fastened this
‘o the bottom of the dingee witk bamboo pins about an inch and a
quarter long, and filled up the crevices with cloth, so as to keep out
the water, and this slight apparatus succeeded in rendering the dingee
almost as serviceable as before.

On the 10th the river, although much intersected with forest, conti-
nued still to widen.. It appears rather extraordinary that a stream,
the mouth of which is scarcely navigable, shouid have thus continued
to improve in practicability, and that it should have presented more
than one branch larger than the undivided river at its débouché. The
difficulty is to conceive what becomes of the surplus water, unless it be
absorbed partly.in the sandy soil over which it flows, or stagnates in the
hollows of the ‘deepest portions of the bed. It seems not improbable,
however, that in the rains, at least, it communicates in the upper part
of its course with the Dihong, and that part of its water is carried off
by that channel. On Captain Bedford’s voyage up that river, he
noticed, eight miles from its mouth, a wide opening in the forest on
the left bank, through which a stream in the rainy season probably
comes either from the hills or from the Dibong. Along this day’s routea
number of otter were observed ; buffuloes, and deer, and wild ducks,
were numerous. The ery of the hooloo, or small, black, long-armed ape,
was constantly heard, and the print of a tiger’s footsteps were noticed.
Some of the people declared having seen the animal.

On the following days the-division of the river into numerous
channels, and the occurrence of many shallows and rapids, rendered the
advance very inconsiderable. On the afternoon of the 12th the river
presented three branches, two of which were found impracticable. In
order to enter the third, which appeared to be the main stream, it was
necessary to clear away a number of large blocks of stone and employ
all hands to force each boat singly over the rapids, by which means an
advance of about half a mile was effected in about two hours. In the
course of this day’s navigation the action ¢! mountain torrents on the
forests skirting the banks was strikingly illustrated. DBesides the
numerous water-courses tracked through the jungle, small clumps of trees
were observable, growing- upon isolated masses of rock, which had
been detached by the passage of a torrent from the circumjacent
surface. The sub-division of a river near the hills and consequent des-
truction of the forest, seems the natural effect of the accumulation of
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the mountain débris, which, choking the beds of the torrents, forces
them to seek new chanuels, and spreads them annuaily in fresh direc-
tions through the woods.

The progress on the 13th was equally #edious and laborious, and
two miles and a half only, wer¢ made with the greatest exertions.
About noon direct advance wae stopped by an impassable rapid, and
the course diverged through a channel to the left, which led again to
the stream above the fall. The banks of the river began here to contract,
and the hills were no great distance. Foot tracks of men and animals
were seen, and smoke observed amongst the forests, but hitherto no
human dwelling had been seen, and nons but a few stragglers occasion-
ally encountered. On the'lith the width of the river was reduced to
between twenty and thirty yards, and as it was not above kunee-
deep, it appeared not unlikely to be near the head of this branch ; but aun
advance for the purpose cf ascertaining the fact was disappointed by
the appearance of the Meeshmees, who, showing themselves unfriendly
to the further prosecution of the survey, Captain Bedford thought it
expedient to return. There are five villages of these people under the
first range of hills, extending nearly south-west towards Pasial on the
Dihong; Zillee and Anundeea containing from thirty to forty families,
Maboom containing ten, Alonga twenty, and Chunda twelve, making
a total of eighty families, or about five hundred personsof all ages.
They are at variance with the Abors on the Dihong, and also with  the
Meeshmees on the left bank of the Dibong. A party of these people
made their appearance on the evening of the 14th, occupying the high
bank which commanded the passage of the river ; and upon opening a
communication with them, it appeared that they were the precursors of
the Gaum, or head man of Zillee, for whose arrival, as well as that of
other Chiefs, it was found necessary to halt. The people evinced more
apprehension than hostility, and suffered the land operations of the

_survey to proceed without interruption.

! The people collected on this occasion were variously attired ; some

\ of them, like the Abors, were dressed in skins, but the most common
dress was a coarse cotton cloth. No woollen garments were seen ; many
wore rings below the knee. Their ears were pierced with pieces of metal
or wood, and some of them wore semi-circular caps, ribbed with cane.
They were armed with daés and bows and arrows ; the latter are poisoned
with the extract of some root. The Meeshmees and Abere eat together
and acknowledge a common origin. They profess to worship at a differ-
ent shrine, which, the former assert, is at a considerable distance. The
Dibong is said to be divided on its issue from the hills into four branches,
but above them is o deep and even stream, occasionally intersected by
rocks. The source is described to be remote, but none of the villagers
could give any account of it, nor of the general course of the stream,
from personal observation, as they seldom leave the immediate vicinage
of their pative villages. The nearest village to -the river was Zillee,
about nine hours’ march, fiom which Maboom was half a day’s jouruey
distance. The undivided course of the stream, above a small hill, a
short way above the spot where Captain Bedford had moored, and round
which the Dibong winds into the low country, was ascertained by actual
observation.
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In reply to Captain Bedford’s expressed wish to proceed, the Meesh-
mees, who gradually increased in numbers, coming in from the different
.illages, insisted on his waiting the arrival of the Gaum, or chief of
Alonga, to ‘whom, the interpreter pretended, the others looked as their
iead. While thus delayed, bees’ wax, honey, rice, and ginger, were
brought for barter; but it did not appear that the Meeshmees were
sportsmen like the Abors, énd no game was procurable. Acgording to
tﬁgir own assertions, the Meeshmees of the left bank are much addicted
to the chase, especially those of Buhbajees, whom they describe also as
a fierce race of cannibals. The Zillee Meesh ometimes kill elephants ;
with poisoned arrows, and aﬁemﬁ@ﬁfﬁ:j wounded part eat thel
tlesh of the animal.

On the afternoon of the 17th the Gaum of Anundeea maue his
appearance, by far the most respectable looking of his tribe; those of
Zillee and a village called Atooma had previously arrived. In the
conference that ensued, the Chiefs endeavoured to dissuade a further
advance, chiefly on the plea of danger from the rapids and the unfriendly
disposition of other tribes ; but they promised to offer no obstruction. On
the following day accordingly the route was resumed, when a messenger
announced the arrival of the Gaums of Maboom and Alonga, for whom
1t was necessary to halt. In the interview with them fresh difficulties
were started ; and as there appeared to be some serious intention of
detaining Captain Bedford where he was as a hostage for some of the
people carried off prisoners by the Sadiya Gohayn, he thought it
expedient to retrace his steps, and accordingly set out on his return on
the evening of the 18th. The course down the stream was rapid and
disastrous, some of the boats being wrecked in the falls. On tie morn-
ing of the 19th a small stream was passed, called the Bitang Nadi,
which appears to be a diverging branch of the Bhanga Nadi, and the
last point where that joins the Dibong. On the afternoon the mouth
of the Dikrong was reached, and a survey of the lower part of its
course commenced. It is a very winding stream, about fifty yards wide
near its junction with the Dibong, which is about eight miles above
the mouth of the latter. It flows through a dense forest, and its water
is thick and muddy.

. On the 20th the voyage was prosecuted up the Dikrong, or Garmura,
8s it is termed by the Khamtis, above Kamjan, on the left bank, half a
day’s Journey overland to Sadiya. The water was much more clear,
and ran in a sandy bottom. The current and depth of water in these
tributary streams are much affected by the contents of the main stream,
the Bhramapootra, and when that hasreceived any considerable accession
to its level, the banks of the smaller feeders are overflowed. The name
Garmura is more properly applied to a small stream that falls into the
Dikrong from a jheel near Sadiya. Above this the riveris divided
11!}*?) two BIR&IB} branches by an island, near which are the remaips of a
viliage and bridge, and a pathway, opposite to the latter. 1 ,
Bubbajeen, 8 pathway, opp | Jgdsg

After }l):)ssing the island on the 21st, the Dikro )
shallow for boats of any burthen, and much obstructed
The direct:on was northerly, and glimpses of the hills

gained. A fow inconsiderable fulls occurred, and th
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river was rather stronger than it had previously been found. The voyage
was continued up the river till the afternoon of the 22nd, when it be-
came too shallow for the canoes to wroceced. Some further distance was
oxplored in-a'slight fishermar’s boat, but the progress was inconsider-
able, the water not being ankle-deep ; Captain Bedford therefore returned
to the Dibong. The Dikrong contains several kinds of fish of good
quality, and in the forests along its borders are found yams, superior
to most of those cultivated, and several other esculent roots. The
orange alsd grows wild. The fruit is acid, but not disagreeable, and the
pulp is of a pale yellow, like that of the lime. Amongst the trees of
the forest is one called laroobunda, of which the bark is used to dye
cloth and nets of a brownish red tinge ; the wood is also uséd for making
cances. The Dikrong was supppsed to be connected with the Koondil,
which is not the case. Gold dust has been also, it is said, found in the
sand, which does not seem to have been the case in this voyage.

The 24th and 25th of December were spent in examining the
eastern branches of the Dibong as far as practicable, and early on the
morning of the 26th the survey was terminated at the mouth of that
river.”

To Captain Bedford’s account of the Dihong I can add little; but as
the mode of travelling has not been clearly explained, I should endeavour
to describe it. I took with me ten Gorkhas of the Champaran Light
Infautry Corps, and embarked with fifteen days’ provisions and my stock
of presents in several canoes, each made of a single tree, and the largest
capable of carrying ten men in smooth water. The more convenient size
for easy management in the rapids is a canoe fit to carry six, which is
perhaps a safer boat also than a larger. I did not adopt Captain Bedford’s
plan of making two fast together as a raft, and consequently, though
through the awkwardness of the sipahis a boat was occasionally overturn-
ed, I did not experience any very inconvenient losses. All those who could
not aid effectually in managing the boats, were made to keep the shore;
but even then their help was called for when engaged in a rapid, asthe
exertions of the boatmen were hardly sufficient to overcome the resistance
of tho stream. On these occasions the smallest canoes, manned by two
expert fishermen, are pushed through with very little delay, the larger
boats drawn up into still water, and forces are joined for extricating one
at a time. At a rapid the form of the bottom is always a very gentlo
slope on one side, deepening gradually towards the other, where it would
be impossible to stop the force of the current. The canoe is run aground
on the shallow side, and is dragged up sometimes supported by the water,
and sometimes its weight wholly resting on the boulders or rounded
stones.

1 recollect but one exception, where, for the space of four hundred or
five hundred yards, the depth appears equal in the whole width, and
here the major part of the river, collected in one stream, descends the
declivity at the rate of at least ten miles an hour.

It is in coming down the rapids that skill on the part of the
conductor is requisite. His object is generally to bring his boat to that
point sufficiently remote from the shallower side, to secure a sufficient
depth of water to avoid touching ; but he is almost equally afraid of
the violence of the ecurrent, and of its agitated state on the other.
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It is & moment of intense interest, when silence prevailing in the

boat, no exertion is made but by the steersman and his principal
ocoadjutor at the head. They, too, sit almost motionless, yet forming
their judgment ; while they Imve a perfect command over her, in the
calm smooth stream above, they carefully guide her to the shooting
place. The water is clear as crystal, and the large round blocks at
the bottom, above which she glides with the velocity of lightning,
seemed removed but an inch or two from the surface, threatening our
frail bark with instant destruction. In tho case of any accident
happening, good swimming would avail but little.
.My shelter at night was such a small pal tent as could be stowed
in the canoe, and the men-either slept without or collvcted sufficient
grass and reeds to build themselves a slight protection from the dew
or rain.

. 1did not note anything very remarkable in my passage up,
unlesq it be the state of the left bank. About six miles below, where
the river emerges from the hills, its direction is suddenly changed
frorp E. to SSW, and from that corner the forest marking the
ancient bank recedes from the edge; whence, lower downm, it is
seen at a considerable distance. It returns again to the bank of the
river, ten miles below the bend. Within the extent thus marked by
& semi-circle of trees, the ground is high,—higher by several feet than
the river now rises in the highest floods, but it is evidently an slluvial
deposit, being almost entirely sand. Within it there is one insulated
patch of tree forest. The Miris declare that the great flood left it in this
state ; their villages, which were utterly "destroyed, were situated
within this eame space, and certainly the appearance I have described
is hlg}xly corroborative of their assertion. I halted at Shigaru Ghat,
opposite to Captain Bedford’s old mooring place. - ?

The Menbu geople had notice of my arrival, and I soon saw two
or three of their Chiefs, accompanied by another, who was said to have
raok among the Bor Abors. * They seemed to be averse to it, yet gave
their consent to guide me-to their villages, and I felt confident of being
able to start with them, when the Pasu Abors made their appearance
from the opposite bank, renewed the business of haranguing, and aftera
long debate turned the tables against me. My Menbu and Bor Abor
friends now insisted that till we restored the Miris to their former places,
at the mouth of the Dibong, they could not, and would not, venture to in-
troduce us among their tribes. I was thoroughly convinced of the truth
of my accounts of the impossibility of naviiatin the river more than one
or two days’ journey within the hills, and t ongit it would be folly even
to attempt this, with the small guard I had, against the wishes of the
Abors : 1t might be the means of defeating all future attempts.

I was now some time inactive at Sadiya, doubtful whether it were
uot better to return to Subanshiri, even with the poor pruspect I had
of success there.

In the south-east quarter Captain Bedford was present, with the

ur Light Infantry, to pursue his researches wherever practicrble.

® Abor is an Assamess word ; they sull “A” sigui fvath v
" ; they themselves Padam. “A” siguifies privation, and “bor’
':‘d T‘"ﬂlﬂl for & verb, signifv' o submit to, or become tributary. Thus there are Naga

bor Nagas—i. o, independe.., Nagas. “ Bor” is bars, ‘great.” .

. c
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I had communicated with him, and found that he considered me as
interfering in some de with his researches ; and as he expeoted to
return immediately, 1 thought 1 was obliged to accede to his request
that I would leave the eastern branch of the Lohit, the Brahmaputra,
and the far-famed Kund for his investigation.

Amongst other visitors who were attracted to Sadiya by the good
reports which began to be spread of the English character, was the
Luri Gohayn, brother of the Sadiya Chief. ’Ee had taken alarm on
Lieutenant Burlton’s drst visit, and fled from his flourishing villages
in the neighbourhoud of Sadiya to take refuge in the wild jungles
below the eastern hills, from the anticipated ill-treatment of the Euro-
peans. 1 founa this man more communicative and better informed
than the natives with whom I had had intercourse, and I soon axranged
s plan Wwith him for viaiting his village with a_view of learning from
the neighbouring Meeshmees something more definite about the Lama
ocoyutry,—or, in sport, to extend the ﬁefd of our knowledge and turn
to account any new opportunity that right offer, :

In this excursion I was accompanied by Lieutenant Burlton. He
had on a former trip reached Sonpura, about twelve miles east of
Sadiya, where he had found an effectual bar to his further progress in
large boats in the shallows and rapids.

In the following passage, which appeared in an extract published
in the Government Gasette of the 21st September 1826, from Captain
Bedford’s Journal of a Voyage up the Brahmaputra, the Editor, and
perhaps the publio, seem to havc formed notions of this river not
altogether oorrect : — '

“The Brahmaputra, althoug}. of considerable breadth and depth
in some places, is henoe constautly broken by rocks, separated into
different small branches by islands of various extent, and traversed by
abrupt and numerous falls.” The nesareset hills to Sadiya by the course
of the river are upwards of forty miles distant, whether those near the
Kund or those on the Digaru, a principal tributary on the north bank;
and in this extent the river does not intersect any rocky strata, but to
the distanoe of thirty to thirty-five miles from the first ranges the torrents
of the rainy season bring down an immense and yearly accumulsting
oollection of boulders and round pebbles of every size, which, blocking
up the river, are the causes of its remarkable feature of separation into
numerous and diverging channels, and of the difficulties of navigating
it. ' Many of the stone beds have been so long permanent, that they
are not only covered with grass jungle, but have a few trees growing
on them. . The extreme banks, both of the north and south, are clothed
with a dense tree jungle, which is rendered almost impervious by rank
underwood. The general direction of the stream is from east north-east
to west south-west.

The rapids are very numerous ; they are invariably situated where
a large deposit of stones encroaches on the river. The most formidable
one encountered by us was that at the mouth of the Suhatu, a branch
which separates from the main river eight miles below the Kund, form-
ing an island of about fourteen miles in leigth. The fall at any single
rapid seldom equals five feet, which s carried off in a distance of from
filty to two hundred yards. The vioteuce of the current at the prin-
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cipal channel of the Suhatu Mukh was such that we could not atvempt
the direot passage, but passed by a circuitous route aeross the main
river, with the sacrifice of much time, to a small channel on the eastern

side. :

The Karam, up which our course lay, falls into the Suhatu uearly
four miles above its mouth. Here, though very much disinclined to
part with our bodts, we were convinced of the necessity of leaving some
of them ; and even with such of the smaller as we retained, it proved
difficult to advanoce up the minor stream. It was often found n
to open a passage up a shallow by removing stones from the bottom.
Our route, while the boats remained with us, was generally through
the jungles on the bank ; but such a survey as under these circum-
stanceg 1 could make, I did; estimating the distance according to -
time, and taking what bearings the oloseness of the jungles permitted.
A perambulator would be battered to pieces, and the objection to a chain
would be the necessity of wading across every two or three hundred
yords, and the want of open ground which frequently occurs. The
only sign of ion that we saw on our journey were parties of

iests (Khamtl) moving from one village in the jungle to another.

o were obliged to relinquish our boats entirely where the Karam,
being formed of two brauchee, has scarce any water in the dry season
at places where it is choked by 8 collection of stones. We found the
Lauri Gohayn’s village, of ten or twelve houses only, and their cultiva-
tion scarcely equalling their need.. It was at the base of a low hill,
which ig a.ttaohﬁ to otgers rising in height. Those on the opposite
bank of the river appésred not more than ten miles distant, and ou
the angle a little east of north we were assured that the Kund was
situated. All that we had added to our stock of knowledge was the
oertainty of the Brahmaputra leaving the hills, where its exit had been
pointed out from a distance, and by ing in an easterly direction,
south W line of sno pea,Es, we had ascertained that there
is no ial break in them; but the weather would not permit the
wntem})htion of the splendid .scene which is opened in the cloudless
the winter months. '

‘Wo learned that the Lama country, on the banks of the Brahma-
putra, was but fifteen days’ distant, and the upper part of the Irra-
waddy (whence the Khamtis emigrated to this side) about the samse ;
but our provisions were nearly exhausted, and we saw that we were not’
likely to procure any supply here.

. We saw several Meeshmees, wild-looking but inoffensive. (rather
airty) people. The dress of the labouring men being as scanty as that

1 occasionally used by Bengalee boat-men, and perhaps not quite so

decent, scarcely deserves that name. The richer have coats of Thibetan
coarse woollens, generally stained of a deep red, and sometimes orna~
mented with white spots, which are preserved from the action of the
dye by tying. The most remarkable article of their equipment is the
-ring, which is nearly an inch in diameter, made of thin silver plate ;

@ lobes of the ears having been gradually stretched and enlarged
rom the age of childhood to recoive this singular ornament. A pipe,
ither rudely made of bamboo or furnished with & brass bowl, imported
om China, through the intervention of thé Lamas. is peyer out s’
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their mouths, and women and- children, of four or five years of age,
are equal partakers of this luxury. The men are generally armed
with a spear or straight sword.

On our return to Sadiya I found Captain Bedford ready to depart
on his visit to the Kund. Affairs” with the Abors were precisely in
statu quo, and the enmity between the Khamtis and northern Meeshmees
rendered the Dibuuy unsafe. I resolved therefore to return to the
Luri GoLayn’s village, und thence endeavour to push on towards the
east and south and visit the Irrawaddy.

On my second visit, and proposition actuslly to set out in an
aaventure to the Bor Khamti country, which had been talked of before,
when we weré at a loss for provisions, as perfectly feasible, the Liuri
Gohuyn and his people informed me of various obstacles which had not
yot been ailuded to. The snow on the high range of mountains to be
surmounted in the route could not be passed before the month of April
or May (and there was truth in this objection) ; the country was not
prepared for such a frip ; very great risk would be run by venturing
amongst the Singfos, who were removed from the sphere of our influ-
ence, or rather from that proximity to our force which should incline
them to dread us.

Tacen Meeshmees, from two days’ journey beyond the Kund, had
arrived, and I considered my trouble as partly rewarded by the infor-
mation derived from them. Primson and Ghalum, the two Chiefs, who
afterwards acoompanied me in my excursion up the river, communicated
freely what they knew ; and the former enabled me to lay down the
oourse of the river as far as the Lama country. I also undertook an
excursion to the village of the latter. '

On setting ont, we continued through the same heavy tree jungle
as we had passed through from the Karam, and, skirting the base of 51&
low hill in a north-east direction, we orossed the Laih under the foot of _
a higher range. A path can be traced, but is evidently little frequented.

ing more east we ascended a oonsiderable height up a very steep
and mglged path, and arriving at & small patch of cleared ground.
where the trees had been felled and the underwood burnt preparatory
to cultivation, we turned round on the most splendid view fmha.d ever
boheld. The Brahmaputra was visible at no t distance -on the
right, emerging from a long narrow chasm in the hills. . On its north-
ern banks the low hills, the tops of which had been visible from Chala,
were seen running along its edge ; thenoe stretohing away to the right,
and varying in size and character from the mere wooded ridge to the
towering naked peak resplendent in its clothing of snow and glitter-
ing in the sun-heams, until they gave place to spreading plaina.

- Our host for the night was the Chief of Thethong, of which village
we saw but two huts, and imagination can scarce picture a situation
more wild than they were placed in. The slope of the hill where they
were built was full thirty degrees; the huts were of great length, and
abont twelve feet broad; the beams of the floor resting on oue side on
the nill’s face, and on the other upon stakes driven into the ground
below. The roof is of the lightest materials, in order that the smoke
may have free egress, and it hangs down, projecting on each side to
near the floor, to give prhtection against the wind. Within, on one
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gide, rows of bamboos extend horizontally, the entire length laden with
the blackened skulls of all the animals on which the owner had, in
the course of his life, feasted his friends, Cross fences of bamboo-mat
divide it into small apartments, in each of which are one or more
hearfns glowing with burning faggots. Both house and inmates. were
black with dirt and smoke. Outside the door it is but necessary to
turn the back on the hut to suppose that we are far removed from the
habitation of men, in the depths of some wild forest—so little does
the immediate vicinity of the dwelling display any sort of care.

In the evening a storm of wind and rain came on, and the thun-
der rolled in awful peals, echoed by the surrounding walls of mountain.
On the morrow heavy and ocontinued showers forbad exit from the
house, and on the third day we were in the same way involuntary
prisoners. I was assured that it would be necessary to wait some time
after the cessation of these heavy rains before the rivulets between us
and the Tain hills could possibly be crossed, and I was also reminded
that if they should continue we should very soon find the Laih so
swollen as not to admit of our fording it on our return; and as to pro-
curing provisions, however hospitable our host seemed, I found that he
watched his very slender-store with great and jealous vigilance. The
poor fellow indeed could have ill afforded to feed my people for one
day. Under these cirvumstances I felt well pleased that some inter-
mission of the weather permitted me to regain my more comfortable
habitation at Chali on the fourth day. Here again I was detained by
the state of the Karam, which could not be forded.

1 shall hereafter have occasion to allude to the opportunities I have
had of acquiring » knowledge of the rivers between Assam and China.
I will therefore ir this place merely mention that one of the higher
class of Khamtis present Ead been a resident at Yunsan for a period of
e}g_ht or nine years. He gave me an account of the stages, *¥ivers, and
cities, agreeing closely witi&the acoount given to Dr. Buchanan by the
Bhammo Governor ~He did not go to Santafou, but leaving Bhammo
he went in three days to Mungwan, on the east bank of the Namiun;
thenvo in five days he reached a larger town called Mungti, and tnen..,
betwgen that place and Mangmen,® he crossed the Namlrho, which he
describes as equal in size to the Irrewaddy river. Th. Namkbo, Lo
eays, divides a 8ham province from Chiua proper.

. Lhese are most probably the same places with Buchanan’s Mowun,
Maintu, and Momieen. However either the doctor’s .uformant was
mistaken in the Chinese names, or my friend had forgotten the posi-
tions of the towns relatively to the river (Namkho). I would not ven-
ture to hint the possibility of the former (which, by the bye, may have
occurred in copying), had not a Chinese from Yunan, who was some
time with me, called Mungti Feng ye chou, which would ‘make my
friend the Sham perfectly correct. 1 must add that till I came down
to Caloutta I never had auy opportunity of seeing anything of
Dr. Buchanan’s information. 'The Namkho, it is scarcely necessary 0
add, is evidently the Nou Kyang. I cannot quit the subject without
expressing my admiration of Mr. Klaproth’s boldness in turning all
the water of the Sampo into the Bhammo river, concernivg which we

# Mang in the Sham or Khamti means country or town.
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can o easily here consult sufficient authority. Mungyah, my Burman
attendant, instantly answered to my question about its size, that it s
eaual to the Dikho, one of the rivalets of Assam.

My return by water was very rapid. The first day I reached the
Subatu ; the second, starting aftar breakfast, and halting some time to
take bearings at three places on the way, I reached Badiya in the after-
noon, having performed upwards of thirty miles that day. The only
incident I have to mention, and that only interesting as conveying a
further idea of the nature of the rapid, is my descent of that at Syu‘ﬂa.tu
Mukh, where there are three separate channels. As the river had risen
considerably, I expected to find"the declivity in the ﬂnnm al channel,
whioh is not interrupted by any shallow, less than when I passed up,.
and my boatmen readily oonsented to shoot it. Its agitated & -
ance, however, when we arrived near the brink, induced them to
their course for the middle channel, which is interrupted and crooked.
The first time we struck I peroeived a arack in the bottom, under my
feet, at least a oubit long, and this visibly opened every shock we
received ; and indeed the whole descent was a succession of such shocks,
so that with the water received by the leak, and that by the waves
washing over, we were obliged to stop some time to bail out and lighten
our canoe.

Oaptain Bedford’s account of his voyage was noticed in the Govern-
ment Gazette of September 21, 1826, and the extract then given has
been reprinted in Vgilson’s Documents illustrative of the Burmese War,
to which I refer for a very interesting narrative. I vropose to give
here an abstract of the geographical results;—

“ On the 10th March the course pursued left the main stream and

rooeeded up the Subatu, a detached branch on the ‘““left” bank of the
gmhma utra, and, like that, intersected by rapids and endlessly sub-
divided by islets ¢ formed of acoumulations of boulders.” No signs of life
were observable in this part of the journey, andalthough the banks were
oovered with thick forests, few birds or beasts disturbed their solitude.
The Suhatu forms with the Brahmaputra or Bor Lohit an extensive
island, the greater part of which is impenetrable forest ; but there is one
villagein it of some extent, named Chata, inhabited by Meeshmees, who
are of more peaceable habits than the mountair tribe (on the Dibong) of the
- same appellation. After a tedious voyage of eighteen days, during which
nearly forty rapids were passed, the course returned, on the 28&%&0@
to the Bor Lohit or Brahmaputra. The Suhatu opens above a rapid in
the main stream, which is pronounced by the natived impracticable, and
it has every appearance of being so. And at this point the river, now
oconfined to a single branch, takes a northerly direction and passes under
the first range of hills. It runs in-one part close below a perpendicular
olif of this range from sixty to eighty yards high,and covered from base
to summit with soil and forest. —.fhe current at this point is strong, and
its volume considerable; large rocks (stones) project from four to six
feet above the ourrent, which have evidently been relled down from a
. distance, as the hills near at hand, from two hundred -nd fifty to four
hundred feet high, are composed of earth and small stones. o banks
are everywhere clothed with forest, in whieh the Dhak or Kinsuka
(Bulea Frondosa) is conspicuous, The left bank of the river, below
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where it issues from the hills, is composed of loose granite blocks, occa~
sionally resting on & partially decomposed rock ; the strata are in some
places horizontal, but in others they are much broken, as if undermined
and fallen into the stream. In a dry stone bed was observed a lar,
detached block, twenty-five feet long, eighteen high, and nearly the
same breadth. It is difficult to conceive by what means so ponderous a
body could have been precipitated into its present position. . There are
several other large rocks immediately below where the Lohit issues from
the hills, by which it is separated into several small channels; but at
(above) the point where these unite, its general breadth is two hundred
feet, and it flows with great force and volume. The course of -the river
bohind the-first range is concealed from view by a projecting rock {;ﬂ.ﬁng
into the river, beneath which it rushes, as from a fall, with much foam
and noise. Behind this the river is said to be free from rapids, and to
flow more quietly. The river is also said to change its course behind
the f£rst range, and to flow from the south-east under some small hills,
which a higher range appears with the snowy mountains in the
distanoe. )
¢ After some ineffectual attempts to open a passage to the supposed
head of the river, the Deo Pani, or Brahmakund, the divine water, or
well of Brahma, which it was known was not remote, and after some
unsuoccessful efforts to reach the villages, the smoke of which was percep-
tible on the neighbouring hills, a communication was at last effected with
the Meeshmees of Dilli,* a village of about a day’s journey from the left
bank, as well as with the Gaum, or Chief of the village near the Brahma-
kund, in whose company a visit was paid to the reservoir on the 4th of
April. This celebrated reservoir is on the left bank of the river; it is
formed by a projecting rock, which runs up the river nearly parallel to
the bank and forms a good-sized pool that receives two or three small
rills from the hills immediately above it. 'When seen from the land side,
by whioh it is approached, the rock has much the appearance of an old
gothic ruin, and a chasm about half way up, which resembles a carved
window, assists the similitude. At the foot of the rock is a rude stone
seat : the ascent is narrow, and choked with jungle. Half way up 1s
another kind of seat, in a niche or fissure, where offerings are made. Still
higher up, from a tabular ledge of the rock, a fine view 1s ontained of the
Kund, theriver, and the neigh%ouring hills. Access to the sumamut,+ which
resembles gothic pinnacles and spires, is utterly impracticable The sum-
wiit is called the Deo Bari, or dwelling of the deity. From the rock
the descent leads across a kind of glen,in thebottom of which is thelarge
reservoir, to the opposite main land, in the ascent of which is a small
reservoir, about three feet in diameter, which is fed by a rill of beautifully
clear water and then pours its surplus into its more extensive neighbour
below. The large Kund is about seventy feet long by thirty wide,
Besides Brahmakund and Deo Paui, the place is also termed Prabhu
uthar, in allusion to the legend of Parasurama having opened a

! . or Dilong, is the ouly name resembling Dilli among the neighbouring villages ;
!c"‘“u:: nst ba Ct:‘h’i: journey ﬁ';:m %}e Kl:l]:d.,l:d when 1 mq'\lfmd thaog i not know

e visi s o, e ought it mi io Bedford
placs Dill, Bowever, neat my Dibing, | o gnt it might be Thetbong. Captaio

Though inaccessible from below, a path above crosses the Deo Pani, which I have twice
Paseed. it might be very difficult to clamber down, but upwards from ‘where I crossed it, it
Soveared vasy to get up the mountain, even to the head of thopn"'ll. i
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passage for the Lrahmaputra through the hills with a blow of his
kuthar or axe.

“ Want of supglies prevented a stay at this point and rendered a
prompt return to Sadiya indispeusable, which was effected by the 11th
of April.”

'Il,'he Assamese distinguish the Prabhu Kuthar (the Kund now
visited) from the holy Kund, in which the river has its origin ; but they
have no clear idea of the situation of the latter, and they universally
declare it to be utterly inaccessible to man.

It is much to be wished that some one adequate to the task would
follow up Colonel Wilford’s inquiry, now that we are possessed of much
more accurate information. At present there appears so many diserepan-
cies between the Hindu legends and facts, that we are quite at a loss.
However Colonel Wilford also recognises the famous chasm or pass of
Prabhu Kuthar as totally different from the Kunda. The pass, he
informs us, is, according to the Kshetra Samasa, sixteen yojans or sixty-
four kos to tho eastward of Godagram, or Gorganh, (it is, in fact, about
one hundred and fifty miles distant,) and from the pass to the Kunda
is & journey of eight days. The continuation of Colonel W.’s discus-
gsion contains a singular mixture of what closely resembles the truth
with other matter which we cannot recoucile with what we know to be
fact.

* The Assamese have no notion that a pilgrimage was ever made
beyond the Prabhu Kuthar; but if it ever were, I know, from the
difficulties of the way, that it would be absolutely impossible to march
nine or ten kos a day, or indeed more than one-fourth of that distance,
throngh those rugged hills. The account of the entire distance to the
river s fountain head, however, may not diifer materially from the truth,
and the Meeshnices are not ill described. Tigers, however, are not to be
found in their hills, and it is highly improbable that troops were ever
sent into so difficult a country to chastise people who, in their own
haunts, have so great an advantage.

Correct as lus information proves of the situations of the Prabhu
Kuthara and Kunda, Colonel Wilford quite surprises us further om by
telling us that (p. 455) the Kunda of Brahma is acknowledged to be the
lake Mansarovara. Again, considering the state of our geographical
knowledge when he wrote, the description of the lesser and greater
Lohita, the former being known as the Bonash or Manasa, and the
latter also called Saraa, evideutly to bg recognised in the Dilong,
inclines us to believe that reliance may be placed on the authorities

uoted by him, although we cannot overcome the difficulty of making
the Prabhu Kuthar pass subservignt to the passage of the Brahmaputra
into Assam from the Mansarovara lake.

On my return to Sadiya I found, amongst the numerous visitors
there, all the Singfo Gaums ackr- wledging our sovereignty, and like-
wise ambassadors from the tract beyond &e Irrawaddy, in latitude

& Asiatiec Researches, Yol. XIV., p. 424. “From the pass to the Kunda the journey is alwa;
performed in eight days, because travellers must keep together, on sccount of the inhabitants, who
are savages, great thieves, and very cruel. .There are iixed and regular stages, with several huts of
the natives. The Kings of Assam are sometimes obliged to chastise them, but in general they-
contrive to the friendship and protection of their Chiefs by trifling presents, The country is
covered with extensive forests, with a few apots cleared up, with very little industry and skill.
Tigers are very numerous, and very bold.”
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{wenty-five to twenty-six. Burmans an. Shams were present—the
latter from Mungkhang, west of the Irrawaddy, in latitude twenty-five,
the formwer frem various parts of their own .empire ; and from the
source of the Irrawaddy we had many Khamtis among the population
of the place. From Yunan we had two Chinese, who were taken
prisoners with the Burmans at Rungpur, but they were not present with
the ambassadors, having been detained by some accident on the river.®

It may be supposed that I did not neglect to take adgantage of
these opportunities to investigate as fully as 1 was able the Ilobability
of any connexion of the Irrawaddy with the Sanpo; but though the
existence of a large eastern branch of the former river, hitherto
unknown, was proved, there appeared every reason to conclude, both
from the information of these various tribes, and from the want of
magnitude of any of the. branches of the Irrawaddy, that the Sanpo
could Lot possibly have its exit to the ocean by this channel.

The Bisa Gam, with the Singfous from Hukung, constructed several
maps for me of that valley, and the ruute to it from Sadiya; and some
of them, who had travelled to the sources of the Dihing, confirmed the
accounts previously received from the Luri Gohayn of the route to the
Khamti settlement on the Irrawaddy. ]

The season was too far advanced now for an expedition to the
Mishmi hills to the eastward, as the frequent rains made the'state
of the rivulets so uncertain. My schemse of crossing to the Irrawadd
was considered too hazardous ip the present state of our relations witﬂ
the Singfos. It remained then only to wait patiently at Sadiya for the
return of the cold season, and in the meantime to undertake what little
was practicable in the way of survey in the neighbourhood. Bat. the
rivers could afford the only means of seeing the interior of the country,
the dense jungles being impassable, and of the rivers the Tenga alone
clainfed interest; a survey of the Diburu sufficient for practical pur-
poses having been recently made by a native surveyor of Mr. Scott’s,
from whose field bcoks I protracted a map.

The Tenga Pani, like all the rivers in this quarter, winds through
a dense tree jungle: its breadth at the entrance is one hundred yards,
diminishing soon after to eighty. The first three and a half miles the
water is perfectly smooth, and the current moderate; beyond this the
rapids are numerous, and it is no longer possible to proceed in any
other boats but canoes.

Latao, a Singfo village of six or eight houses, is the only inhabit-
ed spot we saw. It stands at the angle of a deep bend, and may be
seen from the distance of half a mile. It was surprised by Captain
Neufyille’s party in 1825, and now, Jeprived of his slaves, I found the
Chief (a fine old man, of a very communicative disposition), reduced
to the necessity of guiding the plough with his own hands. Many of
the Singfo villages had suffered equally with this; and but for the
trifling supplies which we were able to afford from our stores at

adiya, a great number of the scanty population would probably have
been compelled to emigrate to Hukung -

# Amongst the ambassedors were Shems woaring the Chines; dress. who were in the babit of
Pesting the frontier, were soquainted with the language, and dwoelt within the Loundaries of Yunan
% they are exhibited in our-mape.

D
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Fish abound in the rapids of the Tenga, and river turtle of a
very large size are ocoasionally found and eaten by the Singfos with
at relish. I witnessed the capture of one of these creatures of the
argest size ; it was seen entering a little cregk formed by a fallen tree,
and a canoe, manned by three Singfos, was instanly planted across the
opening. ~One of them, watthing his opportunity, suddenly leaped on
the back of the animal, which had descended to the bottom of the pool,
and a knife being handed to him, he dipped his head and arms under
water and cut two large notches in its hinder part and made fast to it a
green pliant cane, with which it was easily pulled on shore; but cased
m a coat &f mail and armed with sharp teeth at least half an inch long,
the turtle was not yet riastered, and .advantage was taken of its attempts
at self-defence to secure its mouth by presenting a large bamboo, which
it constantly snapped at. A man, sitting on it, next bored the paws,
which beirg bound on the back with cane, reduced the poor turtle to a
helpless corndition, and he was put on board the boat.

The early settlements of tﬁe Khamtis, when fifty or sixty years
ago they first crossed the mountainous barrier at the head of the Dihing
and procured the permission of the Assamese Raja to reside within his
territories, were here upon the Tenga Pani; but there now remains no
vestige of the former populous state of its banks. An uninterrupted
tree jungle continued as far as I could explore it. We passed the
Bereng, which is a narrow rivulet, branching off from the Karam.
The Marber we also passed, on which are one or two small villages
of the Khamti Chiefs, who, having been concerned with the Singfos in
a plundering inoursion, fled from Sadiya on the approach of our force,
and latterly we found the river so much reduced in breadth, and so
choked with fallen ‘trees, that further progress, even in the smallest
canoe, was impracticable.

Bearings on the survey peaks to the north afforded means, together
with latitudes, for correcting this survey, in which, from the nature of
the banks, no measurement could possibly be attempted.

I have omitted in the proper order of time to notice Lieutenant
Jones’s survey from Rungpur to Bisa, where the troops received orders
to advance towards the frontier. Lieutenant Jones was placed in
charge of the cattle, with directions to march to Borhath, and thence
either through the Bengmiora district to Sadiya, or along the Bori
Dihing to Bisa, whichever should be found practicable; and though
‘harassed by the nature of his eharge, he surveyed the route very
sucocessfully. _

T have now come to the close of the proceedings of this season.
In the rains preparation was made for what appeared to be the most
feasible proposition for the next, which was to penetrate to the Lama
oountry on the heads of the Brahmaputra, where, from the Lamas, we
might at least learn something definite respecting the oourse of the
Sanpo,—whether eastward of Lhassa it bends to the south, or whether
it continues eastward and passes round the sources of the Brahma-
putra and Irrawaddy. )

Maps were prepared from the information received from various
sources.. One of the route to the Lama country and to the sources of the
Irrawaddy; and the other, of the Hukung valley and route of the
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Burmans from Mungkhung to Assam. The former has been found as
correct as a document compiled from similar data could be expected ;
and since I had greater facilities in preparing the other, in being able
to compare th¥ .accounts of so many people, I feel confidence in its
general accuracy also. I shall now pause awhile before proceeding
with an account of my adventures of this season,-and endeavour to give
such a description of the tract about Badiya as will enable those who
have not the opportunity.of referring to my large map to form some
idea of the peculiar features of the country and its scenery.

The termination of the valley of Assam is a spacious level plain, of
a quadrangular form, in the midst of which is the town or village of
Badiya, situated on the Kundil nullah, two miles inland from the Brah-
maputra, and thirteen miles east from the point of confluence of this
stream with the great Dihong.

The plain is intersected by many rivers, the principal of which are
the Brahmaputra, issuing from the pass of the Prabhu Kuthar, which
is about forty-two miles distant in a direction a little north of east;
the Noa Dihing, which emerges from the hills at Kasan, about forty
miles distant in a south~easterly direction, and joins the Brahmaputra
about seven miles beyond Sadiya; the Dibong, intersecting the higher.
angle of the quadrangle, which imamediately north of Sadiya reaches
the latitnde of 28° 15'; and the Dihong, pouring its copious supplies from
a oonspicuous break in the range which skirts the plain running from
the same angle to the south-west. 'The Karam and Tenge Pani, with
numerous other petty rivulets, have their rise in the mountains south
of the Prabhu Kuthar, and they run nearly parallel with and, near the
Brahmaputra ; the former falling into the Suhatu, nearly opposite to
where tﬁe Digaru, from the northern mountains, descends in a torrent
to. the northern branch, and the latter having its mouth near that of
the Noa. Dihing, south of the plain, the Bori Dihing separates it from
the Naga hills, running nearly westward. The quantity of cultivation
vnthm.&a space is very small. The villages of Sadiya do not extend
more than six miles between the post and tie Dikrang river. Beyond
Badiya, on the north side of the river, the tract is an uninterrupted
jungle to the foot of the hills, and on its south side the little village -of
vﬁhg:; that o&e thgﬂ?;hatufisl&nd, of mﬁo Gohain, and a Khaku

il _near ihing, form mere. in the widely spread
wildernoss. S0k v

The mountain soenery of Sadiya would form a noble subject tor a
orama, though the distance of the hills is rather too great for the

: features requireq in a detached picture. -To the south the high
Naga Hills bordering Assam beyond the Bori Dihing lift their heads
above the tree jungle of the opposite bank of the Brahmaputra; to the
W. and 8.W. the ranges are too distant to be visible; but in the N. W,
they rise to a considerable height, where the mountain Reging of the
.Abors towers above the Pasi village; thenet there is a sudden fal}, and
in the opening of the Dihong the hills diminish to a comparatively
small gize, over which, however, a olus‘>r of remarkable peaks, clothed
I heavy snow, are ooccasionally to be seen in the very clear weathe
of the winter months, bearing . about 310°, or .nearly nortli-west. They
are evidently south of the Dihong in its course from W. to E., and ar
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very distant. On the opposite side of the bank rises a conical moun-
tain (which at the mouth of the Dihong, and in that river, forms a most
conspiouous object). The Abors call it Regam, and declare that it is the
residence of a sylvan deity. The range continues round to the north,
overtopped near Regam by a high-peaked ridge of six or seven thousand
feot high, retaining its snowy covering only during the colder months.
Nearly north the tops are sometimes to be distinguished of a range at a
considerable distance, which, from more favorable points of view, 18 seen
to be a continued line of heavy snow. The opening of the Dibong is
marked by & corresponding fall of the hills immediately to the north.
Turning*to the N.E. a more interesting group presentsitself. The first
and highest in the horizon is the turret-form, to which we have given the
name of Sadiya Peak; its base extends to the Dibong on the left, and
to the right it covers a considerable extent, allowing a more distant class
of mountains to peep above its sloping sides. The next is the huge three-
peaked mountain called Thigritheya by the Meeshmees, a magnificent
object from the singular outline. It is succeeded by a wall always
streaked with the pure white of its beautiful mantle, after one or two
minor yet interesting peaks. Thathutheya, a high round-backed ridge,
rises high above the ranges near the Kund, or Prabhu Kuthar. There
is then a fall, but the gap is filled with mountains low in appearance,
because they are distant, and the channel of the river is not there as has
been supposed, though that is the place of its issue to the plains, but in
faot winds round the group situated in this gap and running first to the
N. W. till it washes the base to Thathutheya ; it then traverses back to the
gouthward. Immediately to the east the ranges at the distance of
forty-five miles are high, and snow is seen on some of them throughout
the cold season, but the last peak in that direction is the loftiest to be
seen (of those whose heights have been ascertained) ; and so remarkable
and magnificent a tower it is, that it has been ever known amongst us
by the name of Beacon, and it has been seen® at the distance of one
hundred and thirty miles. Turret Peak is also remarkable—near to
Thsthutheya in the horizon, but distant—that it ought not to be forgot-
ten. Beyond Beacon, or Dapha Bhum as it is called by the Singfos,
the lofty mountains suddenly retrograde to a considerable distance, and
forws a deep basin, the southern and eastern sides of which are alone
visible; through the centre of this basin the Dihing winds, having its
souroces in the most distant point.

On the 8th of October the river had fallen considerably, and fair
weather had apparently set in when 1 started. I took with me ten
young Khamtis from Sadiys, armed with muskets, and fifteen to carry
ny provisions, my sextant, and a few clothes, and, to save the labour of
building a shed for protection from fhe heavy evening dews, I took as
far as the Lari Gohayn’s village a small tent. Lieutenant Burlton had
been appointed to join me, but I was not informed of this till 1 had
advanoed five or six days’ journey, and he was still at Bishenath.
Even s0 smal, an accession of strength to our party as his company
would have givens me might have given my labours a successful termi-
nation, for with one staunch friend who knew how to use a double-

* By Licutenant Bedingfeld.
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barrelled gun, I should have been very ill inclined to suffer myself to
be bullied by the barbarian Meeshmees. Asit was, I felt confidence only
in one point, which was that in a case of emergency I should stand
the best chance of being deserted by my Khamti followers.

I took one Hindustani to prepare my food, and one Burman to
supply his place in case of his i’anility o proceed with me. One of
the Chinese, whom I have before mehtioned as taken prisoner at
Rungpur, was readily induced to accompany me by the prospect of
reaching Yunan from that part of Thibet which we expected to enter,
where, as I had already ascertained, some of his counirymen are
always to be found.

The Luri Gohayn had left his village, at the foot of the hills, to the
care of some of his people. and had resided with us at Sadiya from the
commencement of the rainy season. He now accompanied me, and to
his arrangement and good maunagement I looked for success, as he had
more communication with the Meeshmees, and possessed more influence
with them, than any of his brethren. A fine young Assamese noble
had often expressed his wish to take advantage of my escort to pay a
visit to the hogy‘Brahmakund, and he had induced the good old Bor
Gohayn to oonsent also to join us. They, with their Brahmun,* who
was to officiate at the puja, for the proper performance of which the
Puranas had been consulted, and with their followers, considerably
augmented my party and afforded much entertainment by the difficul-
ties into which they were thrown on the journey (particularly when
they encountered leeches in the jungles,)-and the wonder they exhi-
bited at the novelties of the rapids. The scenery improved greatly
a8 we advanced eastward, and received the happiest effect from the
delightful clearness of the atmosphere and the brightness of an unclouded
sky. Proceeding a few miles beyond Sadiya, it is soon perceived
that the Sadiya peak is not a single tower rising high into the skies,
but has that appearance from its being the end of a wall-like ridge
running eastward, and indeed, when seen from the Suhat-Mukh, its
lofty peak is no longer to be distinguished with certaiuty in the long
wall, which rcaches nearly to three-peaked Thigritheya. That moun-
tain is now finely developed, and thie ruggedness of its outline, seen
from this near point of view, increases its improving effect. From
hence, too, the heavy snows before alluded to, north of Sadiya, which
are searce seen from the station, overtoppiug the nearer ranges, are
beheld strefching far to the east and west, filling up the low gap near
the issue of the Dibong to the plains; and the direction from the open-
ing of the Dihong affording an uninterrupted view up it to the north-
west, affords a fine prospect of its faint and distant group of snow-clad
i-aks  But the proximity of the northern mass of mountains does
Lot perniit us to form any accurate idea of the disposition of the
further ranges, or of the nature of the country between us and Thibet.

- When we reached the Kharam we found that the floods of the
roiny season had re-opened a thannel which had been long dry, and
known as the Mori, or dead river, by which expression they designate

® [ strongly suspect that Captain Bediurd was mistaken in supposing that the Meeshmee Chiefs
n;ar.tbe Kund have angthing more to say or.do with the ceremony thau taking possession of the
offenings.
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those branches which, by the constant changes going on in these violent
mountain streams, have either dried up or lost their consequence.” When
within the Karam, the changes in the grouping of the peaks brings
forward a noble sugar-loaf peak, and those ranges uesr the Kund, now
grown so much nearer, look more wild and bold: A small telescope
enabled me at Challa to distinguish clearly a solitary pine here and there
strotching its black aree forth in the midst of the white fleld,

The bark of the great deer, and the ehrill ary of the fishing eagle,
alone disturb the silence of these wilds, and a large insect, theuei:in—
bitant, makes a reiterated whizzing like the sound of some vast fly-wheel
buffeting the sir at every revolution. Tigers are numerous. '

The farther preparations necessary at Challa were to give intima-
tion of cur intended visit to the friendly Tain tribe d the Kund
to prepare baskets for mﬂ'ng within the hills, and to get ready for the -
journey the Gam of the Meeshmeées of the village, and two or three of
ﬁ:m ple, who were to go with us as interpreters. I had obeervations
fc;ro titade, which gave for my house, in the centre of the village, -
27° 48",

From the Tains we received an answer expreesing their pleasure-at
our approach, and by the 19th QOoctober we were ready to set out,
having completed for each man & small basket, made flat to fit the back,
with a small supporter of wood for the ehovliders, and we had s stock
of twelve days’ provisions. The only instruments that I carried were a
pextant and false horigon, a good compass, 8 Wollsston’s thermometrio
barometer, and a barometer of the common kind. The former of theee
two I found had its thread divided, by inverting it in urring:h:nd oon-
soquently it would not give the difference of height from Badiys, and
though I afterwards enjoined the utmost care to the man whose businees
it was to darry it, invariably found on my arrival at a new station that
some unlucky inversion-in the course of the j y had similarly
deranged it ; nor can this be wondered at, seeing that all 8 man’s care was
smployed in preserving his own limb-hmnimmyﬁl fall from the
rugged precipices we ocoazionally olambered over. tabe of the other
barometer lasted a very few days.

The first night we halted in the bed of the Lait rivulet, of little
breadth, yet violent enough to bring down stones of vnormous bulk.

The next morning, when we passed the Kuud on the side of the
hill above it, we were entering on novel ground. The Bor Gobayn's
party had returned previously. I had sufficient ouriosity to wish to
accompany them, but was unwilling to tire myself and party by an
unneocessary expedition. v

Such was the nature of our slippery and rugged psth, that
although we passed the holy pool about nine o’clock, it was twelve when
we armived at the mouth of the Mtee rivulet, one thousand yards beyond
it.. The-next reach was in the direction’ N. 22 E., but after a debate on
our ability to proceed by the dangerous path of the river-side, it was
resglved that we should avoid it and cross the hills instead. A little
Moeeshmee boy led the way, tlambering up theface of s perpendicular rock,
assisted by a hanging cane, made fast for the convenience of passengers
to some tree above. All that I could surmise of our direction was that we
were travelling towards the east, but whether north-east or south-east, it
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was impossible to say ; and owing to the sharpness of the ascent, the dis-
tance got over was equally uncertain. In the evenig‘f the Thathutheya
mountain defined the limit of our movements towards the east by the
help of a bearing on it ; but instead of having a ridge-like form, it wae
now a high sugar-loafed peak, and the name only enabled me to recognise
it. We crossed one ridge, afid to oyr north, at the base of the hill,
could hear the Brabmaputra rolling along. The view was limited to
the extremities of two sharp bends of the river; the hills, clothed in black
forest, rose above us on each side, and Thathutheya above overlooked
them.* Although we had advanced but a few miles beyond the Kund,
yet it was nearly dark before we halted. Not a bit of level ground large
2uough to spread a blanket could be found, and with great labour and
perseverance my people scraped awsay a part of the hill’s face, where the
trunk of a large tree, acting as a support to the ground behind it,
favoured the operation, and over my bed-place, as the sky looked threat-
ening, I had a few branches placed as a shelter.
A new scene opened on us when we surmounted the next ridge.
Wo gained a much more extensive view, but much of its grandeur was
lost on the hill-side by the clouds enveloping the mountains depriving
us of a sight of their summits. On our east we were glad to see low '
hills, with patches of cultivation, and here and there an assembly of three
or four houses : beyond a deep, wide, dell sunk, of which the bottom was
hidden, but on its opposite side a large mountain rose from an exfenfled
base and hid its head in the canopy of dense vapours. The chasm e
Bmhxpaputra oguld be seen extending to the north-east, butits erqoked-
Bess limited the view and closed it abruptly.
On the side of Assam the bird’s-eye view was extremely beantiful.

The mountains beyond the Dihong were distinetly visible, yet distant
as they were the undefined horizon rose far above their level, intersect~
ing the plain. The silver river here and there exhibited its bright white
light, and on the right the bases of the high northern mass were seen
one beyond another projecting out into the level surface of the wide
“lain; hovering between us and the depth below, were white curled
*louds in innumerable little patches.

. While standing on the ridge the clouds which had looked threaten-
g began to annoy us with a shower, which soon increased to a heavy
all of rain; and anxious as we were to move on, or at least obtain
-0od shelter, we were compelled to take refuge in a small fild hut
Juilt fr the accommodation of laborers who come some distance from
their homes to cultivate the more favoured spots. The thermometer
n the middle of the day in thd plains had latterly stood at 83° or 84°;
1 twelve o’clock to-day it was at 61°, and we found it excessively cold.
"be effect of a sudden change of temperature to_the amount of 20° is
°¥v:;luh more than would be imagined or has often been noticed by
-avellers,

... The rain ocontinued and confined us to our hut, but we were

isited by a party of women who had been out with their long conical
raskets on their backs to bring in a store of grain and roots from a dis-
‘ot fleld, and they promised us assistance from the village in , the fow
* N B—-Thete is somethin

Stnguishes the Praton Hoas hgu Tp?ropmte in the terig chasm or-pass, by which Colunel Wiltord
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trifles we required. In the coldest weather they are very scantily
clothed. A coarse thick petticoat of blue cotton, wove by themselves, is

 their common dress; it reaches to the kuee, and has merely a slit in it
to admit the head through. They are excessively dirty, and atall times
and seasons have a short pipe in their mouths.

‘We could perceive one or two large houses at the distance of but
half & milé on the face of the next hill, and were informed by our
visitors that we might there shelter our whole party as they were empty.
The next day the rain still continued to fall heavily, but we took
advantage of a slight intermission to go round the hollow to the
opposite side, and were well plensed to make the exchange for a large
house wel] sheltered from the boisterous wind. At intervals of a fow
feet the hmees cut a square hgle in their bamboo floors, and form a
hearth there of earth, supported by cross beams below. These, to the
number of eight or ten, were quickly covered with burning faggots by
my shivering people, and the smoke, having no exit through the wetted
roof, soon became an almost unbearable nuisance. 1 have remarked
that & great number of the Meeshmees have their brows habitually con-
tracted from the custom of half shutting their eyes against the pene-
trating gas arising from their wood fires. The house we were in had
been deserted on account of two or three deaths of members of the
Gam’s family having happened in it.

The Gam of Dilling, with his daughter, a young damsel, the calf
of whose leg would have measured more in circumference than both
mine, came to see the white man. Though dignified with rack, their
ap ce was no better ihan.that of commoners. The lady was
highly pleased with a string of red glass beads, and not only gave me
a fowl in return, but by informing her acquaintance of:the beauty of
my wares, procured me other offers of barter.

Three days we remained confined to this hovel, and on the fourth,
the 25th October, were well pleased at the prospect of a change. Heavy
masses of white clouds rolled along the deﬁs below, and rising up the
hill’s face, enabled us to see that on the peaks to the nmorth snow had
fallen in considerable quantity. The sun’s influence helped to dissipate
the mists and discovered to us our situation. On the west we had a
narrow glimpse of Assam ; to the north we saw the Brahmaputm, dee
in its narrow chasm and white with foam. The majestio peuE
Thathatheya clpsed the view in that direction, and on the east we were
separated only by the deep ravine of the Disu-rivulet from the large
mountain Thematheya. Snow gathers on the summits of both these
in the colder months, but on Thematheya it does not remain long. We
desoended to the bed of the Disu by a very rugged path, admitting but
of slow progress, and traversing the base of Thematheya, we approa¢hed
the Brahmaputra in a northerly direction. Several water-falls were
passed, and amongst them one of si.jular beauty, though the stream
18 smalh It first shoots clear. over the brink of a high rock, which is
nearly perpendicular and quite smooth, and then, dividing into mist,
almost disap from si (‘It till caught again near the bottom.

Our patg was generally through the jungle, with now and then an
intermission of grass in spots which had formerly been clearad for cul.
tivation with vast labour. We vume out suddeuly on the Brahmapugre,
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and saw it foaming at the foot of the precipice below us, and shortly
afterwards we descended to the bed, and halted on a small patch of sand.
The rocks in the bed are of such enormous size, that it is difficult to
believe the river can bring them down, even in the rainy season; but
they are evidently not in sifu, such a variety of species are found. Syeni-
tic granite—garnet rock, in which the garnets are found seven-tenths of
an inch in diameter—serpentine, of a flinty hardness, aud primitive lime-
stone, are in larger quantity. The base of Thematheysa, on our right, is
of the same grey carbonate of lime, and perhaps the whole mountain.
‘We had hitherto passed only granite gneiss and mica slate

The river is Eere but forty to eixty yards wide. 1 got meridian
altitudes of two stars, which gave the latitude 27° 54' 52" 4. Dilling, the
pownt of departure, is fixed by a bearing on the bend of the river below
the Xund, and others on Thama and Thathutheyas; and the observations
for latitude, both excellent, limit the distance made in our day’s journey,
whinh deviates little in direction from north to south, but a few miles.:

The commencement of our march the following day was over a sin-
gularly difficult place, whero the river rushes with great violence under
the face of a perpendicular cliff. There is no path, and it is a perfect
clamber, in which safety would be completely endangered by any other
mode of carriage than that adopted, which leavesthe hands free. We
oontinued along the left bank of the river to the mouth of the Lung,
where we found Ghalum, who had parted from ussix days before to have
a bridge built; and for this mark of attention we were heartily obliged
when we saw stretched between two opposite trees the cane suspension
bridge, by which we must otherwise have crossed. The direction of our
route was still north, and we left the river where it bends from the north-
west, round the base of a hill we were to ascend that surmounted, we

- again enjoyed the sight of our resting-place, which had been visible from
Dilling ; but though Ghalum’s house was now near in horizontal dis-
tance, p most fatiguing part of the jowrney remained to be performed in
de;leende down the body of the Oo river and ascending the opposite
height. It was five o’clock in the evening when at last our fatigues of
the day ceased. While at Ghalum’s, I had three good observatione for
latitude,—two of northern stars, and one of the sun, which gave 27° 56°
33" 2. Of the direction from Dilling, I could now be guite sure, as.I nat
only had bearings from thence on Ghalum’s house, but cowd now recog-
nise a low peak very near our halting-place at Dilling. Making every
allowance for the difficulties of the path, it would appear scarcely credible
without this best of evidenoe, that we had been employed the entire day
in advancing less than two miles. After leaving the Brahmaputra, we
‘passed several of the open spots formerly cultivated, and also through
some fields belonging to Tharen, a village on our left. The scenery was
more confined, the view being limited to thehills immediately bordering
on the river, which do not rise here to a great height.

We were most heartily welcomed by our rude friends, particularly
by old Ghalum, who seemed delighted with our visit, and we were
(or rather 1 was) surrounded by the inmates of his house and a few of
the neighbours the whole evening, all anxious to satisfy their innocent
curiosity, excited by the odd fashion-of my apparel and the magic art
of the ivisible musician of my snuff-box.

E
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The next day at day-light there was a great bustle without, witlf
nuch noise, which I found was csused by the pursuit of one of their hill
cattle called mithun, which was to be slain for a feast in honor of our
arrival. Company began to arrive at an early hour from the neighbouring
villages, and when the feast was ready,we had a very numerous assembly.
A large quantity of the meat was minoced and mixed with flour of the
marua, then made up into cylinders of leaves, into whioch it was pressed
and cooked. These were handed about in trays of plaited bamboos,
with Klenty of madh, or fermented liquor, prepared also from the marua ;
but they presented me with an entire hind-leg, to cook .after my -own
fashion, and to the better Khamptis of my party they also presented
sopargte portions. The Luri Gohayn alone forbore to eat of it, think-
ing that 1t too nearly resembled beef, which, not from the maxims of his
own religion, but from a wish to cultivate the good opinion of Hindus,
he had long discontinued to taste of. I was constantly thronged and
made to exhibit my curiosities, as my gun, pistols, and musical snuff-box,
which last was kept in constant iGition.

The lower classes of the Meeshmees are as rude looking as can well
be imagined. Their ordinary clothing consists of a single strip of cloth,
which is as narrow as its purpose possibly permits, and they wear on ooca-
sions of ceremony the jacket which I have already described as fashioned
with so little art. It comes half-way down the thigh, and is made of a
straight piece of blue and red striped cloth,doubled in the middle, the two
sides sown together like a sack, leaving space for the exit of the arms at
the top, and a slit ih the middle, formed in the weaving, adinits, in like
manner, the passage of the head.” The hair is furned up and tied in a
small knot on the crown, and this custom serves to distinguish them from
the Digbong Meeshmees, whom they always designate “crop haired ;”’—a
narrow belt of skin over the right shoulder sustains a large heavy knife
with its sheath. The knife serves for all purposes of agricultural and
domestio economy ; it is applied, in the same way with the Singfo Da, to
open a passage through jungle. The other apparatus appertaining to dress
consists of a broader belt, worn across the left shoulder, carrying both
before and behind plates of brass, which may be termed back and
breastplate < ; they are of four or five inches diameter, and beaten into a
curved or spherical form, but they appear to be rather ornamental than
useful. A pouch of monkey’s skin at the girdle is also suspended to a
belt containing tobscco, the small pipe and the case for flint and tinder
armed on one side with a strong steel. Both thir and the pipe are

_commonly of Chinese manufacture, and are frequently engraved with
letters. The Chinese of Yunan reedily interpreted the characters upon
one to signify, “ made at the shop of’——; “ should it prove bad, please
to. bring it back to the maker, who will exchange it.”” A spear is
constantly carried in the hand, the head of which is manufactured by
themselves, of soft iron, procured from the Singfos; the shaft isefa
“porous and brittle wood, and it has little resemblance of 8 weapon fitted

'or war. Their swords are Chinese made, very long and perfectly
straight, and of equal breadth, ornamented sometimes with a kind of
red hair. They have excellent cross bows,

. The Chiefs are seen wrapped in long cloaks of Thibetan wollens
or in handsome jackets of the same, generally dyed red or striped with
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many colours. The head-dress is not remarkavie; in the fields it is
merely a hemispherically shaped cap of split cane, and in their homes
they prefer to wear a red strip of muslin, encircling the head asu
turban. Their ear-rings differ according to their wealth ; those most
estcemed {and when tlie lobe of the ears has been sufficiently extended)
are formed of a cylinder of thin plate silver, tapering in diameter to
the centre, the latter Leing often one inch, and the former one inch
and a half.

The wives of the Chiefs are habited in petticoats, brought from
the plains. They wear a profusion of beads, frequently a dozen strings;
and when they are of a sort of white porcelain, their equipment must
we.gh at least ten pounds. Other necklaces are of colorless glass, mixed
with oblong pieces of coarse cornelian, and all of Thibetan or Chinese
man afacture. The ornament for the head is a plate of silver as thin
as pa,cr, gore-shaped, and long enough to cross over the forehead. One
sort o1 ear-ring had a remarkble appearance; it is a brass wire ring,
three or four inches in diameter, put through the top of the ear and
having suspended to it a triangular plate of silver, which remains in the
direction of the shoulders.

Polygamy is allowed-~the limut 18 only the inability or disinclina-
tion of the Chief to exchange more hill cattle for new wives. My host,
Gh:_;lum, had then ten,—two or three in the house, and the remainder, to
avoid domestic quarrels, have separate houses assigned them at some
little distance, or live with their relations. As has already appeared,
they suffer no sort of restraint, but young and old mix with the mecu
in the performance of every kind of labour except hunting.

_Ghalum’s riches were evident in the embellishments of one wall of
the interior of his dwelling; there, on bamboos extending the whole
length, were rows of the blackened skulls of mithuuns, Thibet cows and
those of the plains, some hogs, and a few bears, decr, and monkeys.
The estimation of wealth is to be guided by the number of the skulls
of the mithuns and cattle of the Lamas, which are of the greatest
value.” I was in the course of my journey in the house of one man
who is accused of the shabby trick of retaining on his walls the skulls
of his father’s time, thereby imposing on all but those of *he neighbour-
hood. I understood that they were geuerally piled within a little
pal_lsgde, which marks the spot where the Chief lies burieds  Of theix
religion I only learned that they sacrifice fowls or pigs to their sylvan
deities whenever illness or misfortune of any kind visits them, and on
these occasions a sprig of a plant is placed at the door to infurm
strangers that the house is under a ban for the tinie, and that it must not
be entered. Ghalum’s house is about one hundred and thirty feet long
and eleven wide, raised on posts sufficiently high to give plenty of
room below to the hogs.

. The morning after the feast a number of visitors still remained,
curious to see what I should produce as presents, and anxious themselves
to share, though without pretensions. 1t had been at first intended that
we should depend on Krisong, the elder brother of the three Tain Chiefs,
for arrangements in furtherance of my scheme. He is esteemed as being
the more martial and decided character, and his influence in his own
tribe, and with the Mizhus also, is consequertlv greater; but he was

‘
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absent with a party of men to assist the Chibong Gam against an ineur
sion of the Dibong Meeshmees at the vill?fe of the former, distant two
days’ journey in a northerly direction. Had this man been present, and
had he entered into our views, success would have been more probable,
from the operation of fear with the Mizhus.

In his absence, it only remained to engage the services of his
brothers, Ghalum and Khosha. I presented them with jackets of
scarlet broadcloth, large silver ear-rings, and red handkerchiefs, with
a few other trifles, and did not omit to send to Krisong's house a similar
present, though of less value. Immediately after the distribution, I
observed a number of the visitors quit the house with a ‘rather disoon-
tented air. Those who had received gifts were long busy in admiring
them, and while discussing their merits I perceived great deference was
psid to the judgment of Ruding, a Chief of the Mizhu tribe, whose
intercourse with the Lamas is frequent, and who laid down the law on
this occasion with all the dignity and authority becoming so experienced
and enlightened a traveller.

The Meeshmees differ with the other hill tribes in their habit of
trafficking —every man a.mong them is a petty merchant. They did
not seem to comprehend why 1 should be unwilling to part with any
of my stores for an equivalent, and I was amused at their exhibition
of cunning in attempting to draw me into making a bargain.

In the meantime a good deal of discussion hagm:l&ken ‘place :
between the Luri Gohayn and Meeshmee Chiefs about our journey, in
which Ruding hal joined, and he soon became very anxious to have
the sole merit of g-uidin%1 me, laying great stress on his rank amongst
the Mizhu tribe, and his great influence with the Lamas. I had
observed him pretty closely, and felt inclined to hold no very favorable
opinion of him. His house is g0 far removed from the side of Assam,
that he would not have much to apprehend from our anger, and the
only hold upon him resulted from his connexion with the Tains, by
marriage with a daughter of Khoshs. But he was very urgent in
representing that the presence of any of the Tains with me would not
be at all advantageous.

Ghalum was very willing to set out with me, but was unluckily
lanie from some slight hurt, and Khosha was -engaged in the momen-
tous occupation of %nilding a new house, and would not on any account
desist from his personal superintendenoe.

My detention here for four days had. causeu an awkward diminu-
tion of my stock of provisions, and this was an additional reason to
move onward, more especially 23 Ghalum had not the means of supply-
ing me. It was therefore resolved to remove to Khosha’s, whose fields
had yielded him a more plentiful crop. On the 31st October we set
out and retraced our steps down the descent to the Z, and up.the opposite
ridge ; from thence we turned to the east and passed the summit of a
hill, and then moved through alternate cultivation and grass jungle
on the face of the hillin an easterly direction, to Khosha’s, and found
it an easy march. The direction of our route was afterwards more
accurately ascertained by ascending a neighbouring hill, whence Ghalum’s
was plainly distinguished, and also the two mountaius, to one of which,
Thematheys, we had now approached very closely. Again two altitudes
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were observed here for latitude. A view in another direction was
pow opened to us, but was not extensive enough to be very interesting.
We overlooked the Lung river in its south-easterly bend behind The-
matheya, and in the same direction could perceive a little snow laying
on the peaks north of the Diling. )

As wo seemed now, though contrary to my wish, to remain depen-
dent upon Ruding, I hed a conference with him, and aedmonished him
of the degree of responsibility in the office he was about to undertake;
on the other hand, I warned the Tains also against assuring me too
lightly of their belief of Ruding’s good faith. The next day Khosha
made good his promise in 4 manner more handsome than I expected,
and for a few seers of salt procured me six days’ provisions, with
which I instantly set forward, with Khosha and his son in company :
the latter was to proceed with us, Our march was in an easterly
direction, on the southern face of some high hills; first through some
cultivation, and then down a very steep descent through tree jungle,
to the dell of the Indal rivulet. The ascent on the opposite bank
was very steep and difficult, and after nearly three hours’ fatigning
march we were stillin sight of Khosha’s house, bearings on which
with Thematheya give the distance and direction of the day’s journey.
We halted with a Chief named Naebra, who, according to the custom
of these hospitable people, killed us a hog. I gave him in return a pair
of large silver ear-rings. His house is a ruinous hovel, and his con-
sequence can be but small; but he was very officious in offering his
services for my journey, and asserted that he and Ruding could ensure
me against all difficulties with the Mizhu tribe. The rock appeared
t«i) be the same white tale slate, and lower down, in the hollow, mica
slate.

In the morning Khosha returned and took his son with him, pro-
mising, however, to follow me to Ruding’s, should Ghalum remain unable
to proceed. le went early without informing me of his intentions.
Thus defeated in my purpose of having the security of the presence of
a Chief of his tribe, I agreed with the Gohayn that further delay was
to be preferred if we could contrive some more certain arrangement.

I left our provisions under the care of a few men, und returned to
Khosha’s, who now seemed really concerned, and promised that if Gha-
lum’s tameness should continue to disable him, he would himself. go
with us in his place. We found that Ghalum had actually set out,
and had proceeded to join us by way of the Luri. There now appeared
a prospect of starting in earnest, and on the 4th I was delighted to
advance in the field of discovery. The party was divided, one-half
returning by Ruding’s to bring on the things left there, and the other
with me proceeding by a much better path down to the Luri’s banks,
where we awaited the arrival of the others. It was now evident that
our going to Naebra’s had been contrived only to give him an oppor-
tunity of begging, under the pretext of presenting his hog.

On the banks of the Luri we marched at a good pace througu
bamboo jungle on a narrow level strip of ground. ‘I‘ie Metshmees in-
formed us that, advantageous as the level was for rice cuitivation, they
were obliged to relinquish it from suffering in health in the low
grounds. We-halted in the bed of the Luri on a stone bed, and posted
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tinued to advance up the Luri, sometimes over the large boulders on
its banks, and sometimes through fields and grass jungle, a little cle-
vated above the river on the hill’s side. From the mouth of the
Thamé, where it joins the Luri from the north, we commenced the
ascent of a hill by a very difficult path, almost blocked up with tree
jungle. We afterwards passed through several fields, and observed that
the crests of the hills opposite were spotted with cultivation. Wo halted
at the house of a Mizhu Chief named Mosha, who a few months
before had led an expedition to plunder the Luri Gohayn’s village, but
he failed in his attempt, the accidenta! firing of a gun in the course of
the evening giving rise to the supposition that an alarm had been
given. 'The party had been lying in wait for the approach of night,
and their cowardice is apparent from the circumstance of their actuall
leaving on the ground some of their weapons. When first struck with
the idea that the village was alarmed, they commenced o hasty flight.
"their use of poisoned arrows is in character with their treacherous
and dastardly mode of warfare.

The boulders in the Luri are generally of sienitic granite. On the
ascout of the mountain we found gneiss passing to mica slate.

Mosha, as usual, killed a hog, and was rewarded in return with a
suitable present. lle expressed his readiness to accompany me if I were
pleased, and of course he was invited, as I considered it advantageous
to throw some responsibility on a Mizhu residing near the Tains. The
great length of his house, and the number of skulls ornamenting it,
bespeak him a rich man.

‘We were joined, very much to my satisfaction, by Ghalum, and
my Burman, who had been lame and obliged to halt, by marching over
50 much rock.

We started early the next morning, understanding that we had
a most laborious march before us to the next place, where water could
be found. Our course was still east, but we had left the Luri, which is
from the south-castern mountains. The ascent of the next mountain
we found very diflicult and fatiguing for some hours, very steep through
heavy forest ; latterly it was niore in steppes, where a sudden ascent is
followed by along gentle slope or nearly even ridge. At the summit of
our high ridge I got a very good observation of the sun’s meridian
altitude, and once or twice in the way up we enjoyed partial views of
the tract behind us.

Our approach to the summit was marked by greater steepness and
difficulty, and at last by the absence of all larger trees, which gave
place to those of very stunted growth or to low bushes, indicating by
their appearance what was asserted by our guides, that snow remains
here. It may be supposed what interest was excited as each new gain
on the mountain’s steep face brought me nearer to that height whence
I expected to overlook the unknown regions through which the Brah-
maputra has its hidden course, but I suffered disappointment. Another
mountain ‘rosé’ close to this one on its east, and where the capricious
clouds permitted, through their casual openings, a passing glimpse of
the rugged country beyoud, all I could perecive was fir-clad mountain
or a patch of snow. To the south-east the Turi was again perceived,
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and the snowy peaks were partially visible, where it has its source. It
was evident that the extreme of that valley or glen wasnot far distant.
To the north this peak is connected with others of ter altitude, and
I was sorry to find that heavy olouds in that. direction cowpletely
obstructed the view.

We had been refreshed, while halting on the top, witn numerous
berries of a peculiar kind, growing in luxurious branches like ourrants.
They are without stones, and juicy: when unripe, they are of a pure
or nish white, and when ripened, of a besutiful azure blue. We
had not descended very far before we found water trickling down the
rock. Our path then laid along the little rill, which having
frequent contributions in its.progress towards the base, had becomne
near our halting place a: considerable stream. It was a wild spot, o
complete chasm between two high mountains, where we built our little
huts for the night, of such poor materials as the more leafy branches
of fir trees.

We resumed our descent early the next day, and coutinued on
the left bank of the glen, first winding to the east, and gradually more
to the nortl, in the worst of paths; the only support to which 1s often
the root of some large tree, and in some places this even cannot be
found, but the passage in front of some projecting rock is aided hy
trees bound together with cane, and their extremitics either buried in
the soil or fastened to the trunks of other trees.

About one o’clock we found the chasm widening, and soon after
we came upon fields. Tho entire mountain crossed is of granite, in
which the mica is not abundant. At the field I found that a green
stone and sienite bad taken the placo of the former granite, and saw
several masses of pure hornblend rock. . From the fields we descended
to the 8o, the source of which wo had seen in the trickling water near
the summit of the mountain; it wasnow alarge rivulet, and no longer
fordable. We uext elimbed up a very steep rock, which could not be
surmouuted; but by the help of the canes which are left tied there, and
about three o’clock, we once more found ourselves near the Bralima-
putra, and we overlooked its course from the east to the distance of ten
or twelve miles.

The scene has now an entirely new character : the river washes the
bases of the mountains, which on both banks rise so high as to have
their tops clathied in suow. They are very steep, but near their bottome
the declivity is casy, and has the appearance, when viewed from a
height, of an undulating plain. This the Brahmaputra jinterse.ts, run-
ning at the bottom of a deep channsl or chasm, which has much the
appearance of having been gradually deepened by the action of the
water. The outline of the%ﬁus is varied and beautiful, and they have
no longer the inhospitable look given by the uniform black jungles on
those left behind, but are cuvered with alternate patches of grass and
forest, with extensive intermixture of vultivated fields reaching to near
their summits. A louge: mountain immediately over the.river appears
to be of granite. On this bank the great number of largo black blocks of
horublend rock and greenstone indicate that these constitute the strata.

In ita onward course the river stretches to the north-west between
steep mountains, and is soon lost to the view. Or our mar¢h we had



(40 )

oocasionally perceived through the clouds very heavy esnow lying on
the s to the north, one of which I conjectured from its shape to
be the turret peak of Sadiya. Descending from the rock we reached
extensive fields belonging to Buding’s village; and travelling some
distance through them, with the river two or three hundred yards off,
on our right, we passed several houses, built singly, but all ornamented
with a small grove of plantain trees, and about gmr o’clock we at last
arrived at Ruding’s.

Much of this man’s asperity of manner wore off, now that we had
become his guests; and he was active in doing whatever he could for
our comfort. A pig was killed as a matter of course. We found
waiting our arrival my old acquaintance Primsong, who had supplied
us with the earliest intelligence relative to the route to the Lama’s
territory.

N,th day, when I talked of moving on without loss of time,
diffioulties were started, and the Meeshmees declared that we must not
think of prooeeding till proper notice should have been given to the
Chiefa of the next village, particularly to one Dingsha, whom they
regarded as the person of greatest influence on our route. For this
purpose they proposed that Primsong and Ghalum’s nephew should
advanoce, and trimt we should follow and receive their report on the-
road.
1 remarked that our arrival here did not cause the like commotion
and assemblage of people that it did of Ghalum’s. We made our pur-
chases of rice at a dear rate, and were materially assisted in this by the
Luri Gohayn and other Khamti Chiefs, who are all skilful workmen in
silver, and who readily employ themselves in fashioninguear-ringn at
Ruding’s forge for the purpose of barter—the workmanship giving a
double value to the silver. A couple of hammers and a few punches are
all the tools requisite, which they carry with them in their travelling bag.
The silver is melted and poured out in the hollow of & bit of bamboo, then
beaten, with great Patienoe and perseverance, and repeated heating, into
plates almost as tuin as paper. By management of the hammer they
make it spread in the required direction till long enough to bend into a
cylinder ; the edges are then cut even with a sort of scissors, and the parts
to be soldered are notched in a castellated form, the alternate projeo-
tions inserted, and a little borax, with s very thin bl_t of plate, laxd over
the joint, which the application of a little heat readily unites. A curve
is then given to the mdes of the cylinder, when the top is only required
to finish it. The is of course a circle, and "h_tm thin enough,
it is laid on a bed of softened by heat, and with blunt }_mnohes an
embossed pattern is then given,both the silver and the lao being repeat-
edly heated to prevent the former from becoming brittle, and too often
the latter sufficiently to cause it to assume readily the indentations of the
punch. In this way, with the id of shacper punches, and some of small
gize,a very pretty pattern is given, but it 18 not-pierced. Al the Meesh-
mee Chiefs have a forge, st which they make th_ir own spear-Leads and
mend the implements used in tilling.

. I was very anxious to the next morning, but was foiled again
by the lJazy Megshmees, They wished to await for the return of our emis-
saries, or at Jeast to allow them one whole day for a parley with the
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Chiefs. With rice to eat and a house to sleep in, they could not conceive
that any motive need occasion haste. ‘

In the course of the day we learned that we are threatened by one
Lhief, who declares that if we come near his passes he will roll down
stones on us. I begged that he might be invited to see me, but they
seemed too certain of his hostility to mapke the attempt.

Ruding began to talk af his present, And to hint that when he under-
took to conduct us he expected to be well paid, and he wished to know
what I would offer him. I doubted his power to give any material
assistance, and wished to bargain with him conditionally on his success.
Bat of this he would not hear, and in return proposed to give back my

“present if unsuocessful, but in the meantime he must receive in pledge
whatever he was to have, and 1 found that his demands would nearly
exhaust my store. The obvious inference to be drawn from his uncom-
g;omising and unreasonable demands was, that conscious of his inability,

e was endeavouring to rob me of all he could, and I was very little-
inclined to yield. However, early the next morning 1 selected & la
present than I had yet given to any Chief, and exhibiting it to hum,
desired that he would decide at once whether or not to receive it and
g’lvle us the benefit of his services. I reminded him that if I should

il in attempting to go without him, and return in consequegce, he
would not benefit at all by my visit. But he had a stron ::(}ml upon
me than Ithen imagined. It alarmed the Tains and all the Meeshmees
of my party, who were very unwilling to move without the security of
his safe guidance,

On his declining to receive my piéent, I ordered a march and started,
intending to see the Chiefs to whom my messengers had been sent, when
I should know better with whom it was necessary to treat. Put we had
not proceeded a mile when Ghalum informed me that he and his friends
could not go on without a better understanding with the Mizhus, or the
presence of Ruding. They, in fact, seemed very much alarmed. Ghalum,
at his own request, sent back to offer the coat given to him in addition
to my present, and after keeping usa considerable time waiting, Ruding
at last rejoined us, and consented to follow us on the morrow uvon the
conditions offered. )

We crossed the So by a rude wooden bridge, and traversed the hill’s
faco a few hundred feet above the Brahmaputra by a very bad path.
The direction of the march was towards the south-east ; the i ities
were only in the unevenness and rockiness of the path ; the deviations from
a right line werenot considerable, neither the ascents or descents, and we
made good way over the ground. Several cane suspension bridges were
passed, and we had an opportunity, for the first time to-day, of seeing
the passage made by one of them where we sat to rest, whilst several men
paseed to and fro. Accustomed as these men are from their infaney to
this mode of crossing rivers, and confident as they must be of the stability
of their safety, I observed that each man took every possible precau-
tion before submitting himself to the awfil situation of * dangling mid-
way between heaven and earth,” suspepded on three light caues high
above a rapid river eighty yards broad. - .

A stage is erected at a considerable height above the water on either
bauk, aud well secured with large stones aud canes made fast fo the

¥
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neighbouring trees.  The three canes composing.the suspending rope pese
over well secured supports on the stages at either end, and are seEa-
rately fastencd to trees, o that were one of them to prove not trustworthy,
‘two still remain. Before the stages a number of loops hang ready for
use; they are made of a long cane coiled like a roll of wire. The pas-
senger inserts his hands and shoulders through two or three of these and
brings them under the small of his back ; he then, or some one for him,
secures the Joop with great care to a kumurbund contrived for the pur-
pose on the instant, and generally the spear put through the knot helps
the security of the fastening. Then, throwing bis heels over the cane,
he launches torth on his adventurous passage. The weight of the body
altering the natural curve which so large a cane must necessarily have,
howevey, well stretched, causes him to descend at first with some rapidity,
in whicll the hands are rather used to arrest the progress. Towardsthe
middle he is master of bis pace,| and when hanging there the cane
is considerably bent from the horizontal line. Now the hands are used,
to drag the body gradually up the inclined rope. Progress grows slower
as he advances, and when near the goal he appears so fatigued that
between each tug he makes a long pause. Accidents are seldom known,
and I understand that they take care to renew the canes at least every
three years.

Latterly we descended to the edze of the river, and passed along
its erormous boulders, rather by leaps than steps.  The great mountain
from opposite Ruding’s sti] continucd with us on the opposite banks;
but from our balting place it receded where the Hali river separates i
from a new succession of hills of a diifrrent character, aud the part of
the great mouutain we saw was completely clothed, towards the top, in
firs. "Phe green grass-covered hills now succeeding have many firs
growing singly even pear the level of the water, and they are striped
sometimes, {from the summit to the base, with fir forest. On the rather
wide stony sand bed where we halted, we found drafted pines, and
enjoyed the fine odour of the fresh turpentine. The river, for one or
two hundred yards above the Hali, is so calm that I was induced to
bathe iu it and the consequence was that my teeth chattered for two
hours in spite of the bright blazing fires of our fine pine faggots. The
rock was almost inclived enough forward from the perpendicular to
save the necessity of building, and our huts were cousequently very
soon erected. In the evening, immediately after cooking, all the
Khamtis were most busily employed in piling up conical heaps of sand
for altars, round each of which a little trench was made. The Lauri
Gobayn, acting as high priest, advanced before the highest, and mut-
tered a long prayer for our success on the journey, -and concluded by
placing a bunch of flowers in the apex of the cone and strewing the
trench with offerings from his ready-cooked meal. Where was unot the
appearance of a village on either side of us. We seemed to be quite
sulitary, bit during the evening several labourers passed us, who told
us their houses were near on the cliffs above. All the rock on our
route was hornblend and greenstone.

T difection the next day was still the same, or a little more
south, dnd we passed over more level ground. Several open spots wera
wet with, which admitted of our travelling at a brisk pace. At the
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deopest part of this bend, to the south, we came on the steep moun-
tain’s face again, and here the path was bad in the extreme About
one o’clock we left the Brahmaputra to proceed in an easterly direc-
tion over the hills, round which the river winds. They were here
rather low and spreading out into a more even yet undulating surface.
The extent of the open tract wag from eight hundred yards to near a
mile, and a great part of it was .ultivated. In several directions houses
were seen, some of them close to our path. As we advanced over this
new ground an evident improvement was observed: the houses were
built on more commodious spots,—each had its grove of plantains.
Mithuns and chowr-tailed cows were grazing in numbers, and the men,
who appeared lazily standing near our path to ¥iew the strangers, were
wrapped in long warm cloaks with sléeves. There were even rude
walls, built of stones without cement, to keep the cattle out. At one
house Ghalum was recognized and invited in.  He promised to hear the
news and not detain us a minute, but his favorite madh being offered
him, he was easily detained, and repeatedly I sent in vain to remind
him that we were waiting his leisure in the rain. I wished to enter
the house, but was given to understand that I should be a most
unwelcome visitor. Dresently we met Primsong and our messengers,
who begged in Jingsha’s name that we would halt for the night
where we were, or in & spot to be poiuted out, and that arrangements
would be made for our better reception on the morrow, he being un-
able to invite us to his house on account of a sacrifice having been
offered for his sick brother. We were accordingly led to the hill’s side
near the village of one Gunshong, who appeared and stared at us, with
many more Chiefs, but none of them appeared at all inclined to show
the ordinary hospitality, though they looked at and examined usgto
keep aloof from further intercourse. The spot pointed out for our
halting-place was closely surrounded with jungle, and little to my
liking, as a surprise, if any mischief were intended us, could scarcely
Lave been gnarded against. I found it necessary, however, to hait here,
as the people would not show us another place.

I ordered the people next morning to prepare for marching, and
when ready, I was informed that Jingsha would not be ready to receive
us till the morrow, and that he particularly requested we would remain
that 1y also where we were. sent to say that 1 intended to move
e 1) him, and intimated my wish that if he had not yet finished the
hosize which was said to be building for us, he would order a place to
bu: point. -1 out where we might halt in the vicinity of his dwelling. We
set out and crossed the deep ravine of the Danh rivulet, and passed
more of the open ground alrcady described, but were soon met by Jing-
sha’s people, who came in haste to warn us not to approach nearer to
the house, and shortly after we encountered other messengers, who told
us authoritatively to halt at once or to return. I selected a convenient
open spot on'the top of a round hill where the jungle was twenty to
thirty yards distant on every side, and there, in accordance with their
wishes, caused our huts to be built. We were now told that the Chiefs
of the next village could not consent to our advancing till some of the
influential men of the neighbourhood should be assembled to debate on
g0 momentous an affair as admitting strangors to fiiss through ther
country, but they hoped that all would coneur in a favorable opinion
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This appeared reasonable, and thdugh very anxious to proceed, I
thought it better to allow time for a 1.eeting of all the principal men
when I could meet them, and clearly undarstand with wﬁom had to
treat. Amongst other arrivals at the villag., that of Lamat Thao was
asnnounced from a distance of two days’ jouruay, in a south-easterly
direction. This Chief is in the habit of trading wia the Khamti country
on the Irrawaddy ; and being perfectly aoquaintew with the Sham or
Kbamti language, I hoped much from the advantage of communicating
80 readily with him through the Luri Gohayn. But as mv people were
afraid to go across to the village, I had no means of sending, to him but
through lguding, whose interested motives perhaps preventea him from
delivering my message. However this was, I only got for answer that
Lamat '{ would not come. The Khamtis shuddered at the idea of
his being 80 near us, for some ypars ago he treacherodsly murdered
soveral families who attempted to vross the mountains to visit the Lama
country. It is said that he received the travellers into his house with
demonstrations of hospitality and friendship, and supplied them with
intoxicating liquor, so that the{ fell at night an easy prey to his band of
remorseless assassins. When 1 heard this tale, I expressed my wonder
that his visits should be still tolerated by the Khamtis, and that they
had not retaliated, but was informed that > present of the whole of the
muskets of the murdered party had restored him to favour with the
Khamti Rajah.

At twelve o’clock I got a good observation of the sun, which gave
the latitude 27° 53’ 0u”. This large difference from Ruding’s, with the
facility of taking bearings along the open river, now atforded the means
of proving my scale of rates of progress, without which proof I should
h#ke been very ill satisfied with my data for a map.

Opposite, on the hill on the north bank, is the villige of Samleh, the-
eighth stage on Primsong’s route given me in march. Snow was seen
on several peaks a little removed from the river to our north. On the
south the tops of the nearest mountains were all partially covered with
snow, forming a strong contrast with the black fir forests on them. In
the south-east was the hollow of the La Thi, and nearly east the wide
opening of the Galum Thi, between which two rivers t!.2 mountains rose
high enough to have their more remote peaks capped with snow. Nurth
of the Ghalum successive snowy peaks were seen stretching away to
the east and formiog a high ridge. The view was not very extensive in
any direction. We were tghen in the deepest part of the bend of the
river. To the south, about four miles from us, just before it receives the
above-named rivers, it winds round the base of Samleh Hill. I made
Primegng and others point out the direction of its course from the
Lama country, and was informed by them that it runs from north-east
to south-west without any material bend, and that the course of the
Taluka through the Luma country is in the same direction. We
could see that the gap to the north-east extends uninterruptedly a
considerable distance. The mountains ars covered with grass, and have
on them large patches of. fir forest, extending sometimes in ravines from
summit to base. .

The day passed away without our seeing any thing of the Chiefs,
and we had not the usual concourse of curious visitors. My people also,
seeking trifles at some houses at no great distance, found them empty,
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as if the inhabitants were under alarm. This strange behaviour of the
Meeshmees, so different to what I have hitherto experienced, convinced
me that a hostile feeling existed ; but I still fully expected to see the
Chiefs, who were 8aid to be asserbled and assembling, and I did not
doubt my ability to talk them into perfect good humour. The next
morning, however, seeing that another day was wearing away without
bringing any si.ins of their approach, I despatched Primsong to them
to request that they would pay me a visit, and understand froln myself
what my purpose was. I instructed him to inform them that I had no
wish to pass through their country without their concurrence, but I
particularly begged that they would come and confer openly with me
on the subject, and freely state their objections if they had any. Prim-
song returned in great alarm at the rough reception he had met with :
though personally known to, and on previous good terms with them all,
they threatened iim 88 the cause of our introduction. He reported
that there were about two hundred men assembled at Jingsha’s, all fur-
nished with arms and holding a stormy debate, and he feared that the
uestion was already decided against us. Neither he nor any other of
the party would venture again, and it appeared necessary that I should
make the attempt myself. However, the difficulty of the want of an
interpreter, and the admonition of my friends as to the risk I should
run, deterred me. I have since regretted thatI did not go amongst
them, either alone or with my whole party, as I think I might have
been successful. Ruding was often to and fro; he told us that a great
pumber were hostile to us, but that he could and would do everythi g
if he received his present. In the evening he came again, making a
loud clamour, like a vexed schoolboy, for ﬁm present. “ My present!”
he said, in reply to all questions. My Meeshmees were anxious that I
should give it fo him, convinced by his assertions that he had the
power yet to produce a revolution in our favour. I at last consented to
put ﬂ_le present, precisely the same as had been selected for him in the
morning, into their hands, to give conditionally, that if he were not
su ul he should return it. Ruding was now highly delighted and
moved off, informing me that all would be right immediately; but he
took care previously to con over and examine each article of my gifts.
When parting, he called his brother-in-law aside (Khoshasson) and told
him he would act wisely in returning to his home without delay.
Naebra and Mosha, the two Mizhu Chiefs resident near the Tain villa-
ges, who had received my presents, seized an opli)ortunity of passing
through our camp, and told us that they had not been admitted to the
oounal because tgey were not thought trustworthy, but that they
strongly ted, from what they%md observed, that treachery was
ntended, and they advised us strongly neither to accept a proffored
lnvitation, nor venture to sleep that night. This much they hastily told
us, and then hurried away. Ruding returned immediately with an
1vitation to Jingsha He proclaimed that all was well; a hdg had been’
alain for us, and we were to take up our quarters in the house tnat
night; and in the morning proceed to Hares. I excuséd myself from
moving at that late hour, and Ruding did not press the invitation. He
again called his brother-in-law to the edge of the jungle, and threw
out some dark hints. He wound up, however, with telling him that
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it would be madness in him to remain there after his warnings. Gha.
lum and the rest were now so decidedly alarmed, that they insisted
on immediate tlight; Lut I should mention that they had observed
many suspicious circumstances which have not been stated. I consider-
ed that I ought to be guidéd by che intimate knowledge which they
must necessarily ‘have of the habits of their neighbours, and as they
were convinced of the inutility of our remaining unless we were pre-
pared to proceed in hostile form, I consented to take advantage of the
night for a retrograde movement. I proposed to start after midnight,
when the moon would serve to guide us over the good ground to the
banks of the river, when we should have daylight for the difficult path
over the rocks. The people all cooked, in order that they might not be
delayed in their flight on the morrow.

I lay down to rest early after posting my sentries, but I was not
permitted to enjoy quiet long, the fears of Ghalum and the other Mec.sh-
mis being so great that they earnestly begged I would not delay our
flight. At half-past ten the party was arranged in marching order, and
enjoined to be very careful in avoidiug noise when passing the house
which lay close to our path. " The Chinese prepared in admirable style
a train of wood to go on burning through the unight in the midst of our
encamping ground, and then, after seeing the guides and coolies take
the lead, % bid adieu, with a heavy heart, to the opening mountain
scenery which three days before I had hailed as the road to new and
most Interesting discovery. 1 found that my people, though generally
so awkward, needed no hints in managing a retreat. 'We passed all the
houses unobserved and without noise, excepting that which could not

ossibly be subdued, arising from the heavy tread of so many men.
e arrived at the rocks on the Brahmaputra with no other accident
than the fall of a poor coolie, who missed his hold while clambering
down the perpendicular precipice of a ravine, where hands and feet
were required. with careful use of both. He fell -full ten feet, but he
alighted on some bushes and escaped unhurt. On the bad path we
found the want of full light, and indeed after proceeding some time
with imminent hazard of broken legs, and finding little progress could
be made (the moon was hidden from us by the iill above), we threw
ourselves on the ground, and were all quite enough fatigued to enjoy
sound sleep. At daylight we resumed our retreat, and at an early
hour arrived at our former halting place opposite the Hali. Here the
men rested to est their ready-cooked meal.

About twelve o’clock there was an alarm from the rear of a pur-
suit, and the musketeers were assembled together. On our arrival at
one of the difficult precipices, the alarm was seconded by the appear-
anoe of large heaps of stones, ready at the top for rolling down on un-
fortunate assailants ; but though it was agreed at the time that the heape
had been recently made, I believe that they had been prepared long
before our coming. When we came out on an open spot in the fields,
I called a halt, that we might know what sort of enemy we had to deal
with, for they must inevitably come up with us sconer or later, and
there came one solitary man. He was Ruding’s son : the information
he gave us was that an hour or two before daylight in the marning the
assembled warriors had invested our position, and concealing themselves
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'in the jungle, while advancing from all sides, they at last rushed
upon our huts, and to their infinite disappointment found them empty.
1 do not vouch for the truth of this story, nor even my belief in it, for
1 found that Ruding’s game was now to demand a reward for his inter-
ference to preserve our party from utter destruction. We could ot
collect more on the subject than that it had been the intention to
attempt a surprise by night if we had accepted Jingsha’s invitation to
his house, or, had that failed, to wait the opportunity of the division of
our party at the crossing place of the great river. We heard also
that the multitude were inclined to retaliate on Ruding when enraged
at the discovery of our departure, and we now found that even before
our arrival at Ruding’s these hostile preparations were making, and
that this was the reason of our finding his village so thinly inhabited.
We took possession of his heuse for the night.

Principally to avoid the tedious ascent of the great mountain
orossed in marching from Khosha’s, we adhered, on our return, to the
banks of the river, and the remaining part of my journey was only
interesting as it discovered the intermediate line of direction of the
river to Thathoutheya mountain, and to the Kund.

I was very anxious to retrace my steps up the Brahmaputra with a
sufficient force, t, overawe the Mizhus from attempting any similar
treachery to that they had prepared for us. I proposed to take twenty
musketeers, and then, witﬁ tﬁe acquisition of Lieutenant Burlton to
our party, I did not anticipate any further show of opposition.

Though reasoning on the advantage of doing that which has been
left undone may be something foreign to the purpose of this memoir, I
think it due to myself to mention the objections and difficulties which
bave prevented my labours coming to a successful termination, as an
answer, a priori, to those who might suppose the facilities of pursuing
this investigation greater then they really were or are.

Captain Neufwille, whom I found returned to Sadiya in a political
eapacity, had brought up with him, by Mr. Beott’s direction, a large
party of the Miris, with their Chief, whose emigration from the mouth
of the Dihong and from Silani Mor had caused such great dissatisfac-
tion to the Abors. It was proposed to endeavour to resettle these men
at their old haunts, which measure the Abors had assured us would
&roduce a complete revolution in their feeling towards us. The

eeshmees were of course to be protected against any retaliatory
practices of the Abors.

My opinion was that merely to show the Meeshmees, and to promise
to the Abors that they should stay, would not satisfy these shrewd
people, who would have required some better proof of the intention of the
former to remain. I had completed preparations for my return towards
the sources of the Brahmaputra, and it was with great regret® that I
deferred the completion of my plans in that quarter, but I yielded
partly to the opinion of Captain Neufville, the Politioal Agent; and
what also greatly influenced me in my determination to-attempt again
to advance from the Dihong side, was the bélief that asthé Abors were .

® 1 have it ever since, as of all my plansit y the best calenlated to ensure

success. Certain ledge wanld at least have been cbtained from the Lamas whether the Sampo
coutinues beyond the sotirce of-the Brahmaputra, : .
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aware of the presence of the Meeshmees at Sadiya, they might now be
better inclined towards us, and that at least so an opportunity
might not ocour again for some years, I was to assisted also by
having to present to the Abors a similar present to what, it is said, was
occasionally given by the Assamesg Government in former times. Amno-
ther reason for a greater probability of success now than before was that
I had received an invitation from the Abors of Membu to pay them a
visit. During the rains I had despatched to them my active ngnt, the
Luri Gohayn, to talk on the subject of their conduct towards Captain
Bedford and myself, and to explain our motives for so anxiousaly
renewing inquiries respecting the oourse of their river, in- a favorable
light. They in reply sent me a round stone as an emblem of the
stability of their friendly inclination towards me,—* until,” they said,
‘“that stone crumblea into dust, shall our friendship last and firm as
its texture, o firm is our present resolution.”

Having had some experience, however, of their uncouth manners,
and of their susneptibility of beinf suddenly influenced by the strange
harangues of their native orators, I requested to have with me a small
party of regular troups, who might keep the vill in some awe,
while guarding our boats and effects at the gh&t. I had also fifteen
musketeers of the Khamtis to accompany us if wa should be able to
advanoe.

‘We arrived (Lieutenant Bunton was now with me) at 8i
Ghat without any remarkable occutsence on the way, and immediately.
_sent Agakong (a Meeshmee chief, resident on the Dihong,) to the Membu®

i , to show the beforé-mentioned stows and reming them of their
invitation. He brought back one of the two influential men of the.
place, with information that we were expected at the village, and that
they. should be happy to see us. In the meantime people had been -
th{ us from Padu village to express the wishes of the Gam and com-
monalty of that place that we would remain on the sand-bank where
we were, and there receive their visits and hold a grand eonference,
which the Abors seemed to understand as the only reasonable )
of our coming, or, at any rate, as the only admissible-mode of cemmu-
nicating our intentions.

o held to our first resolation, but befare. we oould set eut the
next day, more messengers arrived from Membu to inform us that they
wero aware of the endeavour made by the  Padu people to detain us,
and . begging that we would pay no attention to them. This mancsuv-
ring exhibits the difficulty of treating with people who do not acknow-
ledge one common head, but, on the contrary, are all jealous of one
amifther, and united only in cases of general application to the common
welfare.

“We started and marched two hours through a dense tree jungle,
by a path admitting, as usual, but one man at a time. 'We then came
out upon a fine patch of cultivation, extending four or five miles, and
passing through a ‘part of it we entered a path eight or ten feet wide,
and perfectly even, which continues in. a direction nearly north to the
Shiku. Near this rivulet we found a slight rise in the ground, which
terminated on the river’s bank in a perpendicular conglomerate. We
were quite astonished at the skill and labour shown in the construction
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of the cane and suspension bridge thrown over at this point; it was
such as would do no discredit to the department for similar works in
Caloutta., Groups of trees at either end are so conveniently situated
for making fast the canes, that the idea oocurs of their having been
plantedforthe purpose. The canes are passed over pegs in the support-
ing posts, and separately stretched and fastened to the different trees.
There are two good main suspenders, and on these hang elliptical coils
of cane at intervals of a few yards supporting at the bottoms of them
the footway, which is not more than twelve or fourteen inches wide.
The ellipses are further connected by canes running along the sides,
protecting the passenger from the fear of falling; iut though consi-
derable stability is thus given to the whole structure by connecting its
several parts, there is still a very unpleasant swinging and waving
during the pussage. The span between the points of suspension is full
one hundred and twenty feet.

The road from the bridge to Membu village ascends a low hill,
aud is stony. In one place, where the natural form of the rock with
some artificial defences narrow the path, we found a door-way recently
built of greén boughs, intended, as we understood, to keep out thoge
evil s8irits who might chance to travel in our company.

n both banks of the Shiku are cliffs of conglomerate, the faces

fresh from recent slips, caused perhaps by the undermining of the
_river in the rains (as the quantity of rubbish at the base is trifling).
The peaks of this conglomerate ridge are remarkable for their sharp-
ness. Approaching the village, we first passed a great number of gra-
naries, built apart for security against fire. The village may consist of
one hundred houses, built near each other in the midst of a stony slope
of easy ascent. In the middle is the * Morang,” a large building
which serves as a hall of audience and debate, as a place of reception
for strangers, and as a house for the bachelors of the village generally,
who, by their laws, are not entitled to the aid of the commuuity for
the construction of a separate dwelling. It was intended that we
ehould lodge here, but the effeet upon our olfactory nerves of certain
appendages of convenience was so appalling, that we mado good a
very hasty retreat from it, and we had luckily received hiuts from the
Luri Gohayn on this subject, which had induced us ta bring. our
=mall tent. i

The houses are not of that great tength which I have described
as a peculiarity in those of the Meeshmee country. “The first evening
there was no great crowd, and we obscrved the women and the people
returning at a late hour from their occupation in the fields, but thers
were enough present to give us no littie annoyance from their uncere-
monious manners of satisfying their curiosity, which, however, we
endured patiently. One fellow sat down suddenly and prococded t
pluck off my shoe, the stocking escited his astonishment, but tindiug
1t not 80 easy to get that off, he satisficd himself by touch that it was
absolubqu the fact, and then proclaimed to the wondering crowd that I
had positively five toes shut up in the parrow space of my shoe, At
night we were surrounded and much plagued by men, women, and
children, whom we only got rid of by promising them that the next
day they should indulge their curiosify to the full; indeed the next

(e}
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day appeared, when it came® to be an allotted holiday for this special

urpose, and our situation was worse than that of unfortunate wild
geasts at a fair, inasmuch as that we had not the advantage of cages
and bars to keep our annoyers at arm’s length. Our people were all
suffering and complaining, for they could not command that slight
portion of respect which was paid to us, and but for their extreme
good nature and forbearance, blows must have ensued from the
impertinence of these uncivilized vagabonds. Though I had nothin
to communicate, and did not expect to be much edified by what?
should hear, I acceded to their request and went into the ‘Morang,”
where the Chiefs had assembled, together with those of Siluk alse,
(a neighbouring village). They seem wonderfully fond of holding
these palavers, at whioh their orators are heard with the utmost
patienoe, and with the most decorous avoidance of interference. Three
or four pronounced very loud and vehement orations, pressing for the
return of the Sadiya Meeshmees, whom they were assured we retained for
the sake of profiting in revenue. I could only return general answers,
and refer them to Captain Neufville, the Political Agent. On other
subjects, as the motives of our wish to go through their country, they
said less than I expected. They speak in a remarkably emphatio
style, dwelling upon each word and syllable in the midst of their
political discussions, to which I thought there would be noend. One
old Chief, when it came to his turn, uttered a long emphatic speech,
with great §mvity, and made me fear some new dilemma from an-
unanswerable question; but it was interpreted in very few words to
be a simple query, how we came from our own country, and what sort
of a country that is? I informed them that I was the bearer of
presents, to be divided according to their own custom amongst the
Abor villages, and I requested that they would take charge of them
and give notice to the Bor Abors that the concurrence of that more
powerful tribe might be had for an equitable division. They declined
the office, and in return begged that I would make my own division.
I had been given to understand that the influential men would not
dare to accept anything for themselves in publie, but I felt the difficulty
of satisfying each in private, not only from the numbers, but from my
ignorance of the relative claims of each to consideration. It was there-
fore by open dealing, and by the magnitude of the present offered to
the whole, that I hoped to succeed.

It suffices now to say that our visit was not attended with any
.. lvantageous result; they would not consent to our proceeding further
b land, and they assured us of the utter impossibility of our going on
by water.

I seized a moment during the conference, when -1l appeared in
perfect good humour, to put questions about the course of the Dihong,
and could only learn that it comes from the west or north-west, but
the Abors of this place are evidently unaequainted with it beyond a
. very short distance, since their country, or rather that of the Abors,
" which they visit, lies away from the banks of the river in a northerly

direction. Beyond the Bor Abors, on the opposite bank of the

® The village boys, #t the first dawn of days are made to go the round of the place, warning
sleapy folks that it is time for labours to comrshce.
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Yamuni river, are the Simong tribe, from whom the former receive
the Lama goods. The Reiga tribe are on the western side of the
great river, beyond the Pasi and Mizong tribes. Some of those present
were of opinion, from what they had understood, that both Reigas and
Simongs nave but a short distance to g-. to reach the Lama country.
All agreed in affirming that the Dihong is not navigable, and that it
would be absolutely impossible to proceed along the banks.

The Membu people promised to inform the Bor Abors of our arrival.
A hog was voted us by the Council, and also a supply of rice, but
neither was given with that hospitable feeling which marks the friendly
tribes of the Meeshmees. It seemed as if they voted their gifts in the
necessary observance of a custom, and afterwards gave them with great
reluctance: These singular people acknowledge no other authority but
that of the “ Raj,”* or people generally, who make laws at the Councils,
assembled in the Morang, where every one has an equal vote; but
though not acknowledged by them, it is evident that some few, either
through their superior wealth, hereditary esteem, or 1eal ability, exert a
very strong influence on the rest, and can readily sway them to any
measure. It would be supposed that this would greatly facilitate the
gsaining of any point at issue with the Abors, but the extreme jealousy of
the “Raj,” and vigilant watchfulness to preserve their democratical rights,
render it a matter very difficult to manage to bribe these influential
men, and my want of success amongst them I attribute entirely to my
insufficient knowledge of their habits, and consequently of the proper
mode of intriguing with them. It is singular to observe in them such
different shades of oxtreme rudeness and civilized observance of laws
enacted and allowed by them to be necessary for the good of the com-
munity. The purpose of the primary article of cheir clothing (which
consists of a triangular piece of coarse cloth six inches long and four
or five broad at the end, by which it is suspended to a string tied round
the loins), is vitiated every time they sit down; but of this they seem
perfectly careless. Indeed, as we discovered in the evening, when,
ErOI_npted by curiosity to enter the Morang again, the bachelors are in the

abit of basking by the side of their wood fires without any covering.

at all, and during the day I had remarked that in the midst of a crowd
of both sides the men did indeed avoid wetting their-nextneighbour’s
leg, but observed no other of the ordinary precautions-of decency.
However, while many others of the mountan tribes seemti superior to
them in some points, I have not elsewhere seen them equally ready
for a labour like that of constructing the cane suspension bridge. There
18 more order than usual also in the regular mede of building their
granaries. They have equitable laws to make public burthens (such
as the presentation of a hog voted us that day, or. erecting a pew
house for any member, when assistance is required,) fall equally on all.
Of their religion, I learned no more than that, like the Meeshmees, they
occasionally sacrifice to a deity supposed to reside in the woods and
mountains. The conical mountain, called Regam, they believe to be
the abode of a rather malignant demon ; for they assert that any one

® The similarity of this word to Raja renders it very liable Lo bo mistaken. Captai
ord meation, '.hZir o jo:" (Y ja it very hable mis a. Captain
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" who should attempt to pry into the secrets of his dwelling, on thg.
sammit, would surely die, as they know from experienrce.

It was not a little remarkable that though the Abors are said to
be the source whence the strange tales of the Sri Lohit are derived, we
heard nothing about it from them; on the contrary their geographical
ideas are reasonable enough. They declare the Dihong to come from a
very great distance, and that it can nowhere be crossed but by boats
or rafts, being always too wide for a cane bridge. The Lama coun-
try, with whic%] they have intercourse, is situated on the right bank
of the river, evidently because after crossing it from east to north to
reach the Reiga iribe they entirelv lose sight of it in their progress
t~ the north-west.

‘While on the subject, it may be as well to allude at oncs to infor-
mation derived from other sources, particularly from another tribe more
to the westward. It is said that one route to the Lama country is by
the Kalapani (or black river), which fallsin beyond Meyong; it is
followed up to its source, and then some snowy mountains are crossed
to the inhabited country. Chokis are there placed, and they cannot
visit the interior ; but the town whero they exchange commodities is
situated on the south bank of a very large piece of water, which, as
they speak of a feature in it 8o very remarkable to them, of its *‘hav-
ing no current,” must be & lake. The Governor of the town is named
Gendu, and he wears a shirt of mail and rides a horse—so they say.
They insist that the Dihong has nothing to do with the lake, and they
conclude it to be distant from it.

Here we have apparently the origin of the strange reports turrent
in Assam, to which allusion has been made, of the large and magnifi-
cent river; or what is quite as likely in my estimation is, that we
derive our story from those tribes who are in contact with the Bhotiyas
on the west, and that the Bhotiyas allude to the veritable Sampo pass-
ing their country to the north. All the more wealthy Abors have
cloaks of Thibetan woollens; indeed scarce a man is seen amongst
them without some article of the manufacture of Thibet. They wear
large necklaces of blue beads, which they esteem very highly, and they
profess that they are not procurable now; they look exactly like
turquoises, and have the same hue of greenish blue; but a close
examination discovers in them minute bubbles, marking the agency
of fire. They are extremely hard, but the only one I could get posses-
sion of I broke with a hammer, and it had exactly the fracture of
fine Chinese porcelain.

The very rude tribes, of the existence of which the Assamese
have an ides, and mention by the names of Bibors and Barkans, and
mentioned by the Subanshiri Abors under the latter name, as residing
to their north, may perhaps be the Lho-ptra of Father Georgius*
whose scoount of it need any concurrent testimony, is completely cor-
roborated by a singular note in Persian on & map from Nepal, which
I have recently seen; they were to the south of Takpo, where the
Capuchins had an establishment.

® Quod populi hi S!eridionnles labia gerant incissa Lho-kaha-ptra vocantur. Lho enim Meri-
diem, Kha os, et s incissum designant. Incissionibus infandant colores varios, rabrum, flavam,

cwruleum, slics-qee. Pingunt ita parentes indelebili varietate notarum tennellula labia infantiom,
ot cum adoleverint ore semper picti, ac variegati, appareant.
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axter our return to our station at Shigaru Ghat, we resolved to t:
how far we could get up the banks of the Dihong, and ascertain ti
truth or falsehood of the Abor reports. The first evening we halte
at the mouth of the Shiko, ip latitude 28° 05', at the end of a lon
easterly rench of the river, beyond the Pasi villages, and within sigl
of Padu, which is to the north, upon a round hill. The next day w
found that the Pasi people had taken the alarm, and we had move
but a few hundred yards when we were met by one of their Chief
who came to inquire our purpose. Our conference with him ended t
our resolving to visit his village, in hopes that we might then:
advance to Bor Meyong, and which indeed he led us to expeet w
might do. We found the Pasi village a considerable distanee inlanc
in a south-easterly direction, situated on tho top of a small hill, an
defended partially by closing up the narrow pass leading to it. It 3
not 80 large as Membu, but there are about it similar proofs that th
people unite for the common good. Very fine clumps of bamboos ar:
seen carefully railed round for their protection and preservation, fo:
the purposes of building ; there is no river of sufficient magnitude t
requirg a costly bridgo, but there i= a very substantial one of trunks
of trees thrown over the Shiko.

Our conference with the men of Tasi produced little good. We
found them willing enough to promise, provided it were but prosper-
tively, but they would do nothing, not even despatch messengers to
the Meyong tribe, though their reason for refusing to guide us in their
direction was that they could not possibly do so without permission.
They gave an admirable answer to our threat of proceeding without
their assistance, by leading Lieutenant Burlton and myself to the top
of a more commanding hill, and asking us how we liked the look of
the country which we proposed to march through without guides. We
raw that they were right. They behaved towards us here with much
greater respect than at Membu, insisting that we must gratify the
commoners by becoming lions for an hour or two, but restraining these
in their familiarities.

We returned to prosecute our discoveries on the banks of the
Dihong, but were accompanied by two or three of the Chief* who
seerned very anxious {o watch our proceedings. We soon experiepced
a marked instance of their jealousy, for arriving at the end of .uat
reach of the river which 18 nearly north of Pasi, and doubling sack
towards the east, (after’
vening,) we found that the north face of that hill is o perpendicular
rock, rising from the water’s edge, and a smile might be observed on
the countenances of our friends as they watched the effect upon us of
the sight of this impediment, for they had no intention of showing us
the commodious path which we afterwards discovered on onr return !
Determined not to be deterred so early in our career, I led the way
through the brambles up the rock, and in spite of the epposition of
. dense underwood, we continued to advance, and we got over the diffi-
culty ; but a difficulty it really was, and otr peopls came up very late.
In the meantime we missed our friends of Pasi. We encamped on a
small sand-bank, which is to the west of the Padu village, on the
opposite bank ; small hills filled the space to the river left by the

getting round the base of the low hill nter-.
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direct continuation of the high Reging range. There is generally a
srall bed of stones under the base of the hills, found alternately on
vither bank, which would add one hundred to two hundred yards to
the breadth when the river is full. At present the breadth of water
was two hundred yards.

‘The opening of the hills now showed the direction of the river
from a considerable distance to be from west-north-west. 1 went for-
ward to have a better view of the next reach, and a little in advance
I found a well-besten path continuing along the edge.

At dusk we were surprised by a rather numerous body of armed
men suddenly filing down from the hill to our east. We took no
notice of them, and they drew up and seated themselves in a circle at
forty or fifty yards distance from us, and we found that not only the
Chiefs, but several of the commoners of Pasi, were here mixed with the
Padu people, whom it seoms the former had alarmed with the news of
our advance. They remained perfectly quiet, and built their huts for the
evening. Finding them not likely to open the communication, I sent
to know the intention of their coming *in such a questionable shape,”
and received for answer simply that they were there to oppose our
progress towards the Bor Abor villages. The vengeance of the tribe
would fall on them, they said, if they dared to permit our advance.

I do not suppose that they intended to fight; the alarm of the
first musket shot would at all events have been sufficient to clear the
field ; however, it would not do to provoke actual hostility. I there-
fore informed them that we would not advance to the country of the
Bor Abors without having previously conferred with that trbe, and
that our inteuntion was ouly to proceed along the banks of the river as
far as we should find it practicable, and without interfering with any
one or deviating from our path to seek their villages; that if the
information which they had given us, with so many protestations of its
truth, should be found correct by us, they had nothing t6 fear, as we
must necessarily turn back when we should find it impracticable to
advance, but we begged for guides to answer such questions as we
should put about names of hills or rivers. They thought this reason-
able, and putting confidence in our-promises, they withdrew in the
morning, leaving two guides according to our request.

‘We continued to advance from an early hour, to near one o’clock,
along the left bank, interrupted only by the unevenness of the gath,
when it passed over enormous blocks of stone on the very base of the
hill

The river was ienemlly'calm, and gliding with an easy current.
The solitude of the heavy woods was only disturbed by the loud solemn
tones of the bell-bird, which we now heard for the first time, and not
being aoquainted with its nete, were almost assured that some solitary
being, perched on the summit of one of the wild cliffs above us, was
<.Jher employed in chiming his matins to the sylvan deities, or perhaps
ing the alarm of -our approach, s0 exactly does the note resem-

ble that of a deep-toned bell.
Wo passed th. mouth of a8 small rivulet wemmd: omibot, ana’
observed that the beaten path herv leaves tne great river. Our guides
soou after informed ue that we had arrived at the conclusion of our
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journey, and we found in fact that the steepness «f the mountains
much increased since we had left behind us those lower hills nearer the
issue of the river to the plains—was now grown very great, and a
smooth perpendicular rock soon presented itself to notice, fairly obstruot-
ing further progress. Tlhere-was not the slightest appearance of more
favorable ground in advance, and if we did move on by laud it must
be by cutting our way through the thickest cane jungles and under-
wood, in a place infinitely the more difficult from its situation or the
ateep acclivity of the face of the mountain.

The breadth of the river was reduced at this point to one hundred
yards, and it was still mild and tranquil,* but the form of the hills
gives rise to the expectation of immense depth.

‘We had brought with us a small canoe, thinking it might enable
us to get past auy very difficult place, and now we got on board and
set out to see whether the difficulties by water were equal to those pre-
sented by the land. The river partook of the same kind of features as
we proceeded ; the water’s edge was bounded by smooth perpendicular
rock, under which we advanced by poling against the small projections
and crevices, but after getting over a distance of two or three miles
the foam of a rapid became visible as we turned a corner, and here we
soon found our labours were at an end. A stone bed projected from the
east bank, fe'v of the rounded blocks of which were less than two or
three feet in diameter, and many were of much larger size. The rapid
could never be passed on the descent, even were it possible to get the
boat up it; and as to carrying the canoe, that was impracticable over
blocks of stone of such size. \%e advanced as far as it was possible on
the stone bed, and from its further end climbed up the rock to overlook
the river. The next reach was from the west, and the water quite
smooth to a considerable distance, the hills high and equally steep to
the water’s edge.

‘We had the curiosity to examine the path leading inwards from
the Shibot’s mouth, and after entering the jungle on the hill up which
it wound, found it narrow, but still well beaten.

After our return to Shigaru Gbat we halted to allow time for
the arrival of the Bor Abors. From the neighbouring vill we had
constantly visitors, who come to exchange their yams or fowls for salt.

The Duku Chief had been down during our absence, and he now
made-his appearance again,—a fine-looking, well-dressed fellow, Wwith
very good manners, and a number of followers. When he stopped in
front of our tent, he saluted us with a shrill whoop, more like the crow-
log of a cock than any other sound I can think of, and without appear-
1ag to take notice of us, he continued a long speech, during whicgealfe
#xalted his voice, as 1f calling to people at a distance, and never ceased .
beatmg his right foot on the ground, but every now and then the

> The question immediately occurs now why we did not take a section of the river: we had
Dot the means, and the utility of providing them was not so obvious thew. But we had taken note
of every petty rivulet joming the Dibong, from its mouth upwards, and were perfectly aware
that none of them contributed very sensibly to the quantity of water. Whatever the discharge of
the Dihong at its mouth, we had here the same quantity nearly—the entire river. A very simpb,}
calculation; shows us that, for the undimirmished discharge of fifty thousand cubjc feet per second.
'xf'l‘:"“gm velocity of only three miles, the depth required is only thirty-seven feet. Mr.

proth’s objection to the size of the river appears tﬁeu not well founded.

-
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extraordinary whoop was renewed. When this was over he good-
naturedly informed us'that he had given us a specimen of the oere-
mony of meeting at Councils amongst the Abor tribes. We were very
much pleased with this man, but could pot get anything from him
either in the way of information or assistance in our project. He
refused to take us to his village, on the plea that his authority would
prove insufficient to protect us from the unpleasant familiarities of his
people. He presented some rock salt from Thibet in the shape of large
crystals. I think that their possessing this article at so short &
distance from our side is a collateral proof that they cannot have to
travel very far for it. '

‘We had little more success with the Bor Abors when they arrived,
though they seemed equally well-inclined towards us with the Duku
party. They assured us that they could not venture to take us to
their villages without having prepared the people for our reception, as
» very hostile feeling existed owing to our supposed detention of the
Miris. They promised, bowever, to exert their influence, and did not
doubt but they should be able shortly to send us down an invitation.
They appeared to me to be sinocers in professing their inability to
answer our inquiries about the Dihong; they remarked that they were
no travellers, and had little curiosity about remote countries. "Whereas
wo, on the contrary, seemed very imi]uisitive in such matters, and
it would therefore be infinitely better that we should travel and gain
from aotual observation the information we sought, as it could be
but imperfectly acquired from those who did not understand our
purposes. - They could only hold out hopes of our being able to visit
their own villages: they assured us that” they had no influence with
the next tribes, and that we should ocertainly experience much diffi-
eulty in treating with them, and should we gain a footing amongst
the Simongs or Regas, it would be but one step in moving towards the
accomplishment of our wishes.

VShile the Bur Abors remained, we had a specimen of their skill
in shooting with the bow, which was not particularly creditable to
them. The object was a trunk of a tree, at the distance of one hundred
yards, which they always shot very near to without hitting. Lieu-
tenant Burlton then indulged and astonished them by firing ata mark,
placed at the extreme distance to which their arrows would range. .

From that time to the present we have had no communication of
importance with the Abors.  Tassur, a Chief of a tribe, removed a fow
miles more west, gave some Liopes of preparing the way forustoa
certain distance, but he himself was of opinion that we should not
su ceed in penetrating far enough for our purpose. However, had I
been able toremain st Sadiya, I should not have failed to make the
attempt.

1 have always thought that in the absence of ocular demonstration,
the most valuable infozmation respecting the ultimate ocourse of the
Sanpo, or rather the knowledge of the exact spot where it leaves
'Phibet, whether about the uinety-fifth meridian of longitude, or
beyond the sources of tae Brahmaputra, in the ninety-eighth degree, was
most/easily to be obteined from the Lamas inhabiting the narrow
valloy, on the banks f the latter river, who must know befond all
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doubt whether their territory is oris not separated from Thibet by a
large river, and must also be informed of the route of the Lassa
officers, who come down to them yearly to receive a tribate.

) I have now to present the information derived from the Lamas by
Muli, a Meeshmee Chief of the Dibong, with whom I had long been
acquainted by name as the most inﬂue\xtial man of the Dibong moun-
tains. He says Meshipu Lama told 'him that the Lamas call the
Dibhong, Lassa Chombo. (Tsongbo, he also pronounced it.) There are
two branches, one from or passing Lassa, and the other, the smaller of
the two, rising near the heads of the Brahmaputra. Below Lassa is a
town called Konghong,* and the river also goes by that name. The
Khana Deba’s country is at the source of the above-mentioned eastern
branch. The Liassa people, in their way to the Lama valley, go
up the lesser Dihong, and cross over snowy mountaius from its sources
to those of the Brahmaputra. They occupy one month from Lassa.
Tbey do not mention any other large river nearer than three months’
Jjourney.

Between the Dibong and the lesser Dihong is a high range of
snowy mountains, which prevents the Meeshmees from knowing of the
existence of the lesser Dihong, excepting from reports. 1 must add
that this information was not given in answer to leading questious.

This gives 8 clue which was wanting to the story of an old
Assamese, now resident at Sisi, who was sold by the Meeshmees as a
slave to the Lamas when young, and had contrived to make his escape
by thé route of the Brahmaputra, hiding in the jungles by day and
travelling by night. As evidence of the truth of his general statement,
we have the notoriety of his captivity, which led to his being brought
to Mr. Boott, his acquaintance with the Thibetan, shown by his know-
ledge of words which we drew from a vocabulary, and his offer to
accompany me as interpreter.

I twice saw this old man at an interval of eight or ten months,
and having preserved in writing the names of all the places mentioned
by him, had a satisfactory proof of his sincerity, by comparing the
last with his former statement. His recollection, however, was not
sufficiently clear to enable me to lay down any new positions.

He says he resided with a Lamat and his wife at the village
Aprawa, at the source of the Brahmaputra, in the east, beyond the
Meeshmee country. He had repeatedly been on trading excursions to
the Khana Deba’s country, distant ten days’ journey over snowy moun-
tains the whole way. There, he says, on descending from the height,
the sources of two rivers are fouund, one running to the west, which he
was informed is the Dihong, and the other to the south. The Khana
Deba’s village is called Powa.

The old man always persisted that he travelled eastwards oves
the snowy mountains ; if, however, he: were mistaken—and that in fact
he went nearly north—there would remain no difficulty in reconciling
‘this Yith the former statement. 4 dition ¢

now prepared to accomplish my long projected expedition to
the Khamti cm[:ntr_v, on the ]gra\\'add)', andg looked with anxiety at

® Conrpan-y of the map accompanvinz ha Halde,
1 Assamie » 4emzo— & wan of the Lama s
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-the snow on the mountains whenever a fair day permitted a view of
them, waiting till the quantity should be so far reduced that they
might be pronounced practicable. It must be recollected that the
time of rapid thaw is not that for crossing in safety, and that the
scanty clothing and naked feet of the natives of the plains make them
very unfit people to encouanter the hardships of a passage through very
heavy or extensive snows ; both these reasons probably influenced my
Khamti and Singfo acquaintances to urge my putting off the trip to
the proper season.

I had left it to the Luri Gohayn to make such arrangements as
appeared to him necessary to insure success, and he, considering it
only proper to have with us some Khaku (Singfo) Chiefs of respon-
sibility \who might become our guarantees in case we should move
througﬁ any part of the indepentient territory of that tribe, fixed on
the son of the Gam of Latora, land a relation of the same family,
named Tonsantong, as both well fitted for it and willing to undertake
the office. These two, with their followers, were to add about fourteen
to our number: the Tao Gohayn, and one or two more Khamtis of
rauk from Sadiya, with their followers, numbered as many more, and
for a guard we had ten fusiliers of the Khamti militia. But strong
as was our party with this accession, Lieutenant Burlton and myself
derived little advantage from it in our personal comfort. We had
but sixteen coolies to carry both our ewn light equipment of necessaries,
aud several bundles of presents, besides the few instruments T took.

We embarked our stock of rice and our own followers on the 15th
April, in canoes covered over with a thin bamboo mat : the temper-
ature at this time varied from sixty-nine degrees at sun-rise to eighty-
seven degrees at four o’clock, and in the sun it was as high oceasion-
ally as one hundred and seventeen degrees. The havigation of the
Dihing, which we entered on the second day, proved very tedious. We
wero subjected both to delay and inconvenience by the frequent occur-
rence of storms. Someé mention has already been made of the Dihing
{Noa Dihing), and an account given of the gradual formation of this
river by the natural enlargement of previously existing streamlets, in
consequence of the ancient channel having become choked with stones.
It is narrow, being seldom more than one hundred yards broad, and
its course is tortuous, as might be expected from the equal level of the
plains which it intersects. Above Seyong, where the rapids commence,
its character resembles that of the Brahmaputra, beyond Sadiya, in
similar sub-divisions into small channels. e entire difference of level
from Sadiya to Kasan (which may be said to be at the extrema limit
of the navigable part of its course) is four hundred and nineteen feet;
of which upwards of four hundred feet are due to the twenty miles
between Kasan and Seyong, and of this again the last oight mles
below Kasan must claim a large proportion. Without the aid of a
party of Singfos from this place, we could scarcely have dragged the
canoes up the violent rapids immediatelv helow it, whers ¢k~ niyer, just
befora thrawing ~ft b Be.. T Ling brancn, wasnes the base of a per-
pendicular cliff, and is ¢ooped in width. The.latitude of Kasan, at
our halting place, where the P’en rivulet falls into the Dihing, is 27°

"30 25", Between Kasan and Lugo, which wes our first stage of land
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route, the Dihing winds in several channels in a stony plain, occasion-
ally meeting the base of the low hills on either side. On the north
bank two or three rivulets fall in, the principal of which is the Pakan.
“The hills on that side are low near the rivers, and are spotted with
tches of cleared grounds; on the south side they are at first two
undred feet, and gradually rise, till opposite Lugo they are five or six
hundred feet high, and ire all clothdd in heavy treo jungle. e
passed the river twice by fording, though with difficulty, and opposite
the little village of Gakhen we had to cross from the south to the north
bank in a canoe, and there being but one, we were much delayed. We
next ascended to the top of a cliff overhanging the river, and passed
through a few fields and much jungle to Lugo, a village of five or six
houses, and thence we descended from the oliff to the mrouth of the
Tuugon Topon rivulet. At this point the plain terminates, and the
river is seen to issue from a narrow opening in the north-east.

From Lugo there are two routes, one over the Insong hill, directly
east, which, by disuse, is said to have become neafiy impassablo ; and
another, which was recommended to us, thongh not so direct, leading
over a lower part of the hills, a little more north. The banks of the
Dihing are said to be impracticable. We went up the Tungon, which
is one continued rapid, and after proceeding some distance northward,
turned to the east, where the hill is nearly flat, and covered with heavy
bamboo juugle. To the north we saw a very high wall of hill con-
nected with Daphd Bhum.

We passed close to the village of Pishi, and were iuciined to halt
there, where some sort of hut might be had for shelter, but a jealous
feeling prompting the Singfos of the pl. to deny that we could get
water near at hand, we wero obliged to follow their advice and move on
to the Toonghoot rivulet, where the jungle was so thick that it was
necessary to clear a space for our encamping ground. We found by the
barometer that we had ascended considerably during the day, as we were
now one thousand and seventy-one feet above Igasan (one thousand
nine hundred and eleven feet above the sea).

The path led through much jungle as before, and the ascents and
descents were inconsiderable, till we arrived at the bréw of the ridge
overlooking the Dapha. The height commands an extensive view, but
heavy clouds hung low in the atmesphere and hid the summits of the
hills. There was a very steep descent, followed by steppes of narrow

lains, where the fields are of the Dapha villages. We halted at
umku, a village of eight or ten large houses, one of which we were
rmitted to occupy. The hills crossed appearsd to be sandstone.
o passed during the day one of those beds of white mud, of which
there are several in this neighbourhood, resorted to by cattle and wild
beasts of all kinds, which eagerly devour it. The most remarkable
one is at_Snpkong, on the Bori Dibing, where there is a bed of coal
in the middle of the river, and the jungles are full of an odour of petro-
leum. T went tosgeit. There werstwu uveds, one at a little higher
level than the other, but both on tne plaiug, Sited witk Jiauid mud of
various degrees of consistence. One was twenty or thirty’ feet across,
and the other larger. In the middle, where bubbles of air are seen
constantly rising to the surfuce, the mud is uearly white, and is there
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in a more liqud state; oun the edges green petroleum is seen floating,
but it is not put to any use by the Singfos, neither is the coal.

Heavy rain compelled us to halt the next day, and we received a
supply of rice, amounting to twenty or thirty seers, which the Gams of
the neighbouring villages said was all that eould possibly be collected.

It now appeared that we were in an awkward dilemma, for the
Luri Gohayu and his friends, who were to have been instrumental in
procuring supplies for us, now depended on me to be furnished with a
sufficiency for the journey. I offered triple payment, in kind, at
Sadiya, or a large price in money, hut they seemed really unable to
supply me, for their poverty would have inclined them to accept my
offer, though amongst the Singfos it would be considered barbar~rus
inhospitplity to suffer a traveller to pay for his food.

n the meantime the Dn}tha was beginning to rise, and we were
advised that it would soon beconle unfordable (as it actually did), but we
bhad despatched a large party of the Khamtis to a distance to seek for
rice, and while uncertain of the result of their search, we could not
venture to cross.

The barometor gave the altitude of Kumku above the level of
the sea one thousand five hundred and twenty-three feet; the fall of
the river between this and Kusan is therefore six hundred and
eighty-three feet. It rained again on the morrow, but the glad tidings
having reached us that the IKhamtis had met with uulioped for
success, we set out forthwith,

The bed of the Dapha, from the base of the high group of moun-
taine to the junction of the river with the Dihing, hassome very remark-
able features. It varies in width from half a mile at the mountains to
one-and-a-half mile where it terminates; to the bank of the valley,
on the east side,is a range of conglomerate hills rising in steppes,
of which the lower one (of sandstone) two or three hundred feet
high, runs nearly straight and parallel with the river, with generally

‘a perpendicular face. On the west side there are also steppes,

mt the rise is gentle, and the direction is not so straight. The
eixtent of this valley appeared to be six miles in length, but as the river
winds round a Lill from the eastward, I did not see the nature of the
bed beyond this distance. The whole of it is a stony inclined plain,
not very uneven, and vegetation has made but little progress in
covering the nakedness of the large round boulders of which it is
composed. The immense force of the current has worn for the river
ratLer a deep bed, and it is reported that the suspension bridge, which
is nearly equi-distant (half-a-mile) from each bauk, is not liable to be
carried away Ly the floods of the rains, yet it would appear that in its
various changes in the course of time the river must have alternately
washed jthe s base of the perpendicular cliffs on its east, and traversed
over to the foot of the easy slopes on the west—how, otherwise, is the
existence of 50 large a stone bed "to~be accounted for? The idea on
first behold'ng it is, that it must have been caused by some extra-
ordinary convulsion, an% the destructive and overwhelming rush of a
terrent of waters. The Digaru falling iuto the Brahmaputra, opposite
Suhatu Mukh, presents another instunce6f similar, remarkable feature,
excepting that the, wide part of its bed.is. not through hills
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The extent of its open stone bed is represented in Captain
Bedford’s map as twelve miles long, and it has a breadth of
pearly onme mile; the sides nearly straight, as if the current
in its rush. from the mountains admitted of no impediment or
delay. Indeed I was iuformed by the natives that both these
rivers are notable for their sudden and v.olent floods.

I may be excused dwelling on this subject a little longer to
meution a singular ocourrence. While the fleet under Captain Neufville
was moored opposite to the mouth of the Noa Dihing in 1825, the
party mention that they were startled one evening by a gust of vold
wind from the eastward, which was immediately followed by a violeut
commotion in the water and sudden swell. Its effects were not severely
felt, excepting in the very last boat of the fleet, which happened to
be a Saugor row-boat, nwunted with a carronade, which was whirled
round and sunk instantaneously, while an immense portion of the
bank was as ~uwddenly cut away. Tlis appeared to be a flood from
the Noa Dilitug, the immense foree of whielh was not exhausted in
crossing through the volume of water of the Brahmaputra, upwards
of one mile, at an angle of forty-tive degrees with the current of the
latter. The gun-boat was never recovered. .

The common bridge for foot passengers, which is rebuilt yearly,
had been broken up in the night by the rise of water, and though
with some ditficulty the elephant forded at a favorable place, the
cnrrent was found too strong for our ponies, which we had brought
thus far. The suspension bridge, or Saku, consists of two strong
canes, stretched between stages of bamboo, which are secured in piles
of the largest portable stones heaped up around them. Whenever the
passengers were few, and a cheap bridge were mneeded, this would
answer admirably. A cradle, or long basket, in which a mar may
sit or lie, is King on the canes by two loops, and the cvertions of two
or three men easily pull it across when loaded. Ths *1:-hing” of
the “ arrowy” river below, with its loud roar, causes not perhaps the
most pleasing sensations {o the novice, but it is perfectly safe. The
distance between the points of suspension is eighty yards. 'TI'ne view
from the bridge is fine: its features are grand. The mountains are
very lofty and bold ; their summits were all hidden in dense eclouds,
but we could see some of the snow, and with the telescope the little
threads of bright water trickling down from: it in the ravines and
chasms. There is a large gap, where the Inké falls in from the mnerth
between mountains, which we distinguished by the names of needle
peak’ and ¢ brown hill.’ The gap is filled in the rear by a snow
w)ped ridge. We had gone some distance up the river to the bridge.

e now returned to within half a mile of the Dihing, and .ascended
the sandstone hills to the village of Pasila, on one of the steppes. 1t
18 & new village of six or eight houses. There is excellent ground
for rice cultivation on the perfect flats of the steppes, and for grain
requiring a drier soil they have cleared a part of the hill where the
slope is full thirty degrees.- A very good observati~ .o !\ latitude
of Pasila 27° 29" 54.”

We continued our march the nest day, proceedisne «ver the hill
eastward, with the Dihing on our right.” We descendvi.iu tite same
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direction and came again upon the baunks of that river, where the little
Inké falls in. Iere, on the north bank, a narrow strip of plain
stretches nlong under the low hills to Lujong village. We halted a
while to beg for a supply of rice, which was, given, and then entered
the jungle where the river winds at the bottom of contiguous hills,
and does not admit of passage along its edge. Opposite to the
Phokong rivulet we found a perpendicular cliff of sandstone, and were
obliged to cross on rafts of bamboo. On the south bank we passed
Imbong Kussar, situated in the midst of a fine little cultivated plain,
and procegded to Tumong Tikrang, where a miserable hut was pointed
out for us remote from the village.

We found that a certain degree of enmity existing between the
Khamtis and Singfos made the latter a little shy, but baving made
good our entrance into the Gam’s house, we experiencea afterwards a
very kind reception and much attention. He promised a suff~ient
supply of rice to enable us to go on, and be fulfilled his promise the
next morning, most handsomely giving us a small surplus, and men to
carry it two stages.

‘We were now to take leave of the inhabited district and enter a
wild region, whera no paths exist but those made by the constant
passage through the jungles of elephants, rhinoceroses, and buffaloes.

or the last two years none had traversed the wilderness excepting
the two Meeshmees who were now our guides, and their only means of
finding their way through it was to hunt for the notches left on the
trees by themselves last, and by occasional travellers of old before
them. Our coolies had each of them to carry twelve seers of rice for
their own use, besides their shallow cooking pot and clothing. What
they could carry in addition for us was a mere trifle each man. The
elephant was sent back as no longer useful. The perambulator had
been left at the Dapha with the Burman who wheeled it, who had
already fallen ill. I had offered in vain a handsome reward to any
one who would undertake to convey it on, and afterwards found that
it could not possibly have been used.

The next march was entirely along the banks of the Dihing. the
plains terminating o short distance beyond the village, whero a beat
conveyed the party across to the north bank. In the plains the viver ix
occasionally fordable, but never so up here. We kept upon the edye,
making very slow progress over large blocks of rolled rock. Licutenant
Burlton discovered a sycamore tree amongst the jungle. and we
observed thin strata of coal alternating with blue clay in the sandstone
rock. About half way to our journey’s end we encountered every now
and then a perpendicular cliff, which we were oblized to clamber over
with much loss of time. The rapids here frequently deserve the name
of cataract.

We halted on a small stone bed. The thermometer stood low for
that season of the year (3rd May). much lower thau at Sadiya at the
same time. At sunrise it was sixty-two and a half, and seventy-four
and a half at five in the evening, when the state of the baromecter was -
noted. We were then one thousand seven hundred aud fifty-nine feet
above the level of the sea, and two hundred and thirty-six feet above
Kumku.
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A midge, talled dam-dum, common to the hills, began now to
trouble us. It flies on a noiscless wing, and has no hum like the
musquito to”anpounce its treacherous attack ; neither is the bite imme-
diately felt, But a little blister is soon after seen, filled with extra-
vasated blood, and the itching becomes so intolerable that it defies the
utmost exertion of patience. Our friends with the * bottomless breeks”
were iafinitely worse off than we were, whose hands and feet oply were
exposed, and indeed those of the plains were in & few dayt almost
disabled by the inveterate sores caused by these abominable pests. 1
had seen them before in the Meeshmee hills, but it was then cold weather,
and the annoyance was not to be compared with what we now found it.

On the 4th May we left the Dihing entirely, ascending the hill
immeadiately on starting. Our guides, trusting too much to themselves,
on first entering the jungle, soon betrayed signs of doubt, and informed
us that they had missed the way and must search back for their notches.
In this search they were occupied two good hours, and a most unplea-
sant anticipation it gave us of what we might expect when fairly
advanced into the wilderness, but our guides received the occurrence as
a lesson, and invariably afterwards proceeded with the utmost caution.
We had either tree or bamboo jungle the whole way, in'which the
leeches are innumerable; every ten minutes a cluster of eight of ten
might be knocked off from each ankle. The direction was nearly
north-east, and we were proceeding obliquely across spurs of a high
range, the summit of whic}l)l lay to our north. 'We were for ever ascend-
ing or descending, and at our halting place the barometer indicated
an elevation, gained in the course of the day, above the level of the
Dihing of two thousand eight hundred and twenty-one feet.

. The temperature at sunrise the next morning was much lower,
being only fifty-seven degrees. The men lent us from Tumong Tikrang
to carry rice now took their leave. We could not induce them by any
offer to proceed further into the hills: two of Lieutenant Burlton’s men
were attacked with fevers, and we very anxiously endeavoured to
persuade them to leave us and return to Sadiya, but they would not.
They were probably afraid of being seized as slaves by the Singfos.
We first had to descend considerably by a steep and winding path to
the Moha Pani, which comes through a cleft from the north-east, and
immediately commenced a most laboriovs ascent at the opposite moun-
tain. The rock appeared to be gneiss and mica slate. About ten
o’clock our guides sat down by a little pool of muddy water, which
they warned us might be all we should see that day ; they laughed, and
we did not understand them quite so literally as they meant it. Again

" we set out on the ascent, and surmounted one height after another,
each of which in succession appeared to L. the summit of the niountain.
We had left the bamboo jungles, and were amongst dwarf moss-grown
trees, which spread their crooked branches in wild irregularity, when
showers passed us every few minutes and made it very cold. Our
guides darted on at an increased pace, and though our eagerness to
arrive at the end of our toil made ]I.)‘ieutenant Burlton and” myself out-
strip the rest of our party, we were much behind our guides. One
large peak at last long deceived us with the expectation thatit must be
the last. Snow issaid to remain on it to o late season. But the top
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of this, when reached with many a weary and slow step, gave us only
a commanding view of the next still higher ridge. At four o ’clock.
after being often in danger of losing our way, we came up with owm
merry guides, who were sitting cooking their rice under the hollow o
a large fallen tree. 'We asked eagerly for water to quench the thirst,
now %ecome painful, and were anstered by taps on the tree above them
and a nod of intelligence. In fact this *“diamond” of the mountain,
this old hollow trunk, contained all the water that we could expect to
meet with that day. It is torn from its roots, and it did not appear
how water could collect in it, except from drippings from overhanging
branches. “However, our guides asserted that it gradually fills again
within a few hours after being emptied. We had already learned to
cook for ourselves, as the only means of securing a dinner, and we had
that day one fowl left on which to display our talents, which were
ever after degradingly employed in merely boiling our pot of rice.
The people 'were much fatigued and arrived late, and it was with
difficulty that we got a miserable hut built to shelter us from the rain,
which continued all the evening. The thermometer stood at sixty-five
at five o ’clock, and the barometer informed us that in addition to the
height of our last halting place, above the Moha, we had climbed up
three thousand eight hundred and forty-nine feet, and were eight thou-
sand four hundred and twenty-nine feet above the level of the sea.

At day-light on the 6th the thermometer was at forty-six. The
water of the '‘ diamond” had been fairly expended the night before,
and I had placed a sentry to secure a proper distribution in the morning,
but it was nearly empty, and what little had collected was too dirty to
use. We therefore marched before breakfast, contrary to our usual custom.
After climbing one more peak still higher, we did at last perceive the
summit of Wangleo Bhum ; but as it is a large cone, the path led
round it as less laborious than clambering over, and after two hours’
march we found a small rill of water trickling down one of its ravines,
which barely sufficed for our morning’s meal. We noticed a new
description of bamboo a little below the summit on the north face of the
mountain, not growing, as usual, in clumps, but singly, and having a
coronet of sharp thorns round each joint. They follow the moss-covered
trees of stunted growth and prevail to a considerable distance on
the descent, where heavy forests and thick underwood again occur.

It s pow time to convey = better idea of our situation according
to the knowledge we had then acquired. We were then crossing that
ridge of mountains which separates the nearly parallol streams of the
Dihing and Dapha, the commencement of which I have already men-
tioned as the conglomerate and sandstone cliffs of Pusila. 'The Lighest

art of its crest connected with Wangleo by a suecession of peaks was
still further east, on our right hand.  Beyond the Dupha, at no great
distance ou the porth, the Beacon now bore thrce hundred and thirty
thirty N, thirty W, and a high wall of mountains, eapped with snow,
followed, stretching eastwards to some distance, and then turning south,
giving rise to the Dapha and Dihing on this side, and to several rivers
flowing into the Irarwaddy or the other.

We passed nothing extraordinary on the descent, bnt a beech and
fig-iree, the latter producing very large fruit, and some sweet-scented
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violets. At the bottom we emerged from the jungle on & beautiful
little plain covered with short grass and fern, hills abruptly rising on
either side to a majestic haight, and some deeply-clothed in snow olos-
ing the distance. We halted on the banks of the Dapha, at a spot
frequented by hundreds of deer, eléphants, and monkeys. The former
were too wild to allow us to shoot one.

We were still five thousand four hundred and thirty-one feet above
the sea. Some idea may be formed of the rapid and tumultuous current
of the Dapha, from the ciroumstance of its falling three thousand nine
hundred and eight feet in twenty miles of its oourse from hence to
Kumku, where I have already stated the altitude as one thousand five
hundred and fifty-three feet above the sea. We saw a new fruit of the
rlumb kind, with a very thin 3kin and good flavour, and some wild
ichis. A good observation gave the latitude 27 31' 207,

The next march was for some distance nearly east along the boul-
ders of the edge, or in the track of wild elephants in the jungle; then
turning more south, after the separations of the Dapha into two
branches, we crossed the left branch by wading, where it 18 fifteen yards
broad, and commenced our ascent up the great pass. We halted at
two o’clock in cold and heavy rain, gut our people, who were now
suffering very severely from fevars and swollen legs, were many of them
oot up till late. It was our constant employment on halting, as soon as
*we could get a hut built, to make a fire in front and hang up our
clothes to dry. Had we not luckily been provided with a piece of wax
cloth, which was of great assistance in keeping out the rain at night,
we must also have sunk under this unaccustomed exposure to severe
weather. The total ascent above our last halting place wastwo thou-
sand four hundred and nine feet, total elevation seven thousand eight
hundred and forty fget. When we resumed our march at the ascent
early on the morrow we were in the space of an hour on a level with
snow, distant two or three miles, on the opposite mountains to our
right and left. We oould plainly trace the waters from their souroes,
and in the melting snow, which still lay in considerable quantity in the
ravines. The whole scene possessed in a high degree the features of
wild and romantic grandeur. We were ascending tho ridge which
separates the two branch s of the Dapha, and were fast approaching to
the altitude where they h.ve their origin. We were near the end of a
long but large dell or chasm, of which the Wangleo and the higher
mountains succeeding it form the one bank, and the Beacon with its
:Iagvl;nwallt,h of whioltxo iti)e forms a bplendid pinnacle, the other. dIn

ce. the pass surmounted formed the connecting ridge -
betone: tht:e:o sides. , & noee
o were now growing in all directions, seldom perpendi-
culariy, and all covered with ooa.rsegmoss, excepting the smooth l'lgafarked’.
rhododendron, which was then in fine flower. niieutenpnt Burlton
deteoted both beech and ash in the course of the day, and at a great
altstude we found abundance of the plant, the yellow bitter rootsof
wach coustitute 8o principal an article of Moeslimee traffic with the
hmul On our side there were no fires, though they abounded on the
a“fthefh mountain, even at A mnch lower level. Towards the summit
tere. were some large bare blocks of clay slate. About ten o’clrk
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we reached the snow, which does not cover the whole apex of the
mountain, neither does it always lie in the deeper or more shadowed
spots, but in patches, which we were frequently obliged to cross.: The
ground was sodden with wet, and unpleasant in the extreme to walk
over. We plainly perceived that our. difficulties would have proved
much greater had we made the attempt earlier in the year.

A violent storm of hail, thunder, and lightning, saluted us as we
reached the top, and prevented our distinguis%u'ng more than that the
heavy snows on our right extended a considerable distance. I shall say
no more of the storm than that at such a place a more unpleasant and
disheartening oocurrence could not well be imagined. Our guides
appeared much frightened, and they weut scampering down the most
villainous ground we ever saw ; while we followed sinking  to the ankles
in a sodden mass of rotten leaves and moss, and pushing our way with
difficulty through the thick fefn. The lightning set fire to one of the
fir trees on the opposite height, and we could long distinguish it burn-
ing. In the pass we found a sad proof of the truth of the stgtements
respecting loss of life, which has generally befallen a party making the
passage. I picked up a skull, said to be that of a Singfo. Very much
to our annoyance we learned from some of the party joined from the
rear that two of Lieutenant Burlton’s men had lain down and refused
to move on. They were brothers, and one of them, though not himself
complaining, had determined to remain by the other, who was overcome
by mere fatigue. To assist them was impossible; carry them we could
not, even had we rice sufficient to enable the people to bring them on at
a slow rate. We halted on the Phungan river, near the course of
which we had descended from its sources, but it was of considerable
size when we first saw it. It continued to rain very heavily the next
morning, and we marched much later thar usual. 'We were anxious
to halt altogether for the day, to let the unfortunate men come up, and
to recruit the strength and spirits of the whole party, who greatly
pneeded rest. Several had severe fevers, and nearly all had swollen
ankles and dreadful sores from the bites of the noxious dam-dums and
leeches. Our stock of rice, however, would not admit of a halt; we
therefore continwed on our descent down the Phungan pass. The

ound was sodden as yesterday, but not so bad. Leeches and dam-
ums scarcely bearable, we once took the trouble to count the collection
for about half-an-hour, and tore thirty-five leeches from one leg. We
went through thick jungles of tree and prickly jointed bamboos, and
oecasionally came out upon the Phungan ; but the steepness of the hills
allowed us to see nothing beyond the deep ravine which we were moving
down, and the closeness of the trees made it extremely difficult to me to
note any bearings of the direction we were travelling in. We crossed
five or six rivulets which joined the Phungan, having their origin in the
snows on the right bank. We halted sooner then we ought, considering
oursupply of rice. Another of Lieutenant Burlton’s men,a very. fine
young lad, had complained at starting of his weak state, but promised to
come on slowly ; however he did not rejoin us.
. The next morning we mhde such arrangements as we could {o
learn the state of the three now missing. We left two men at the halt-
ing place and sent back tw, more, with the promise of a rewsard if



they should succeed in bringing cn the unfortunate loiterers. We felt
less anxicty about the first two who lingered behind us, as they had
but five days’ journey to return to the last Singfo village, and. if they
preferred coming on, our track was now well marked by the passage of
8o large a party. Our path was better to-day than that of yesterday,
but the march was equally uninteresting, confined in a narrow ravine
between two high mountains ; the only ohject we over got a glimpse of
beyond it was some towering snowy peak. The direction of our journey
was not easily gnessed. 'We crossed the Phungan to the north bank, half
way by wading, and the remaining half by a bridge, which was speedily
erocted by the Singfos. We then left the Luks of the Phungan, and
halted early on a little rivulet falling into it. "We should have gone
farther, but we were told that we should find no water until we had
orossed the.next hill. We picked up a walnut in the jungle, but could
not find the tree. 'When the people rejoined us whom we had left
behind, they stated that they had found the last lingerer, but that as
he was unable to come on with them, they had given him a flint and
steel, which he was in want of, and he promised to follow us slowly.

‘We set out again early in the morning, and were employed till
twelve o’clockin & most fatiguing march over a hill. At the bottom,
on the opposite side, we met with a small rivulet, and it was earnestly
debated whether we should halt or not. The Meeshmee guides were the
only people of the party who pressed for making an attempt to reach
the next place-where water could be obtained ; and their argument being
a very cogent one, with the small stock of rice remaining, we went on,
and- after ascending and descending two more hills, we halted at four
o’clock with the guides and some of the Singfos, who appear to have
more stamina than the Khamtis. The remainder of our people did not
arrive till late at night, and some not till the next morning. Our own
ts and rice not having been brought up, we got a Singfo to lend. from

store, and our hands supplied the place of spoons, while the pot lid
served for a drinking-cup, out of which we could yet enjoy our gin and
water. Heavy rain all the evening ; but since crossing the Phungan,
we have always been fortunate in halting where wild plantain leaves
°9uh_itebe procured for building our huts. The hill crossed-is of
sienite.

We started in heavy rain again the next morning, and descended
to the Namsai river, which appears to rise also in the %’hungan Bbum,
near the pass, and ruus parnllel with the Phungan. I did not under-
stand whether the cause of our leaving the banks of the latter was the
difficulty of the path there, or that this is the less circuitous route.
Both rivers flow into the Namlang, and the distance of their mouths is
less than a mile. This was a most uninteresting day’s journey, for we
were surrounded by heavy fogs and mists, which prevented our seeing
thirty yards. We went through the usual description of bamboo and
tree jungle. On the side of the hill, above the %amsali, the mud was
ankle-deep, and the leeches innumerable ; fine tall nettles, too, growing
in the most abundant luxuriance, added to the number of our
annoyances. .Near the end of our march the utmost exertion of the
strength of our guides was necessary to force their way through the
entangled jungle, no traces of a path existing. :
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We halted at the deserted Meeshmee village of Aleth, to which our
guides had belonged, situated at the point of junction of the Namsall
with the Namlang. The people have been ochiefly removed to the
Tungou rivulet, under the influence of the Singfos. We found around
the ruinéd houses a great quantity of wild raspberries of a large size
and sweet flavour.

At starting from Aleth, our Euides were literally obliged to ocut
their way to the Namlang, which we soon came out upon. It wasa
very pretty little river, thirty or forty yards broad, and running with
a slow smooth ocurrent, excepting when a rapid here and there occurred.
Low hills formed its banks on both sides. We proceeded along the
edge, sometimes on the boulders and sometimes knee-deep in the water,
to some perpendicular cliffs, and then through the jungles above, which
are more abundant .in leeches than any place hitherto seen. Every six
or eight hundred paces a fresh collection of thirty or forty might be
plucked off the ankles ; but the profuse bleeding which they cause is
not sufficient to reduce the swollen feet of our followers, who are
suffering so much that it is only wonderful that they can get on as well
as they do. Lieutenant Burlton was among the rest seized with a

aroxysm of fever on the march ; several of the Singfos were also sick.
fhave omitted to mention that I had again sent people back with the
hope of bringing on the poor Assamese. They rejoined us this even-
ing, and to our great surprise were accompanied by ome of the two
men who stopped on the Phungan pass. He informed us that he had
remained until his brother expired, and that he had been four whole
days without food or fire. The other poor lad was found very near
the place where we left him and was brought across the river, which
he could not possibly have forded alone, but he crept into the huts of
our halting place and there laid himself down to die. We were
surprised abou. ten at night by a very sudden rise of the river, equal
to three or four feet, accompanied by rushing and loud noise. It came
so unexpectedly that the peovle who had built their huts near the
water had not time to remove all their things. It subsided almost as
rapidly as it rose.

The next day the path led chiefly along the edge of the water and
over steep and slippery rocks. Still an unvaried aspect of dark jungle;
the direction, since leaving Aleth, nearly -due north. 'We crossed
while the river was one hundred yards broad, by wading, but with
great difficulty, for many from weakness were unable to stand against
the current without help. Lieutenant Burlton had his fever again at
the time. Shortly after we recrossed by the help of sakos, which,
srom the rise of the river, were nearly under water; but here the sight
¢ 'some new faces gave us fresh alacrity, and we hailed our approach to
a civilised country with that joy which those only ocould feel and
estimate who had suffered from fati.iue and privation as we had.

The Muluks and Khamtis who met us were extremely ecivil, and
welcomed us with every demonstration of good will. Beyond the first
crossing place the country opens out into & narrow valley, which leaves
a small plain at each alternate bend of the river. None of these, how-
over, yet prescnted signs of habitation; but leaving the right bank and
passing through a narrow belt of jungle, we entered on a cultivated
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plain of a mile or more in width (to us an Eden!), and were delighted
with the appearance at the further end of a nest of ocomfortable
Luw3es.

‘We were now met by two Khamtis of rank, who informed us that
they came from the Raja with instructions to receive us. This could not
be true, as the capital is a good day’s journey distant. However, they
with great politeness procured us everything that could be wished, and
professed anxiety to be made acquainted with our wants, in order to
gratify them. We were recommended by our kind friends to move the
next day to another village, at a small distance, where we could be fur-
nished with a better house; but on account of Lieutenant Burlton’s
ague fit, which was very severe, and also on account of the fatigue of
the whole party, we were obliged to halt. Rain had annoyed us on
the march yesterday, and continued again all this day. The village is
of twenty or thirty houses, built of bamboo and mats on machans, and,
oontrary to the practice of Assam, they are assembled near together,
with only streets between them ; the buffaloes, pigs, and poultry, take
shelter in the lower part. The Muluks are a distinet tribe, and their
language has no affinity with that of any other neighbouring tribe.
This appears very remarkable, as their number is only reckoned at five
hundred houses; in former times they were an independent people,
inhabiting the plains of Hupong, on the Dihing river, south of the
Phungan pass. They declare that they were plundered and dispersed
by the Singfos, and that one-half were carried off and made dependent
on these marauders, while the other half fled towards the Irrawaddy,
and placed themselves under the protection of the Khamtis. Tleir
only produce is rice, marka, mustard plant (used as a vegetable), and
a bad species of onion. Theur dress is the same as that of the Khamtis,
exgepting that it is of ruder fashion and of inferior cloth.

‘We removed in the morning to Nambak, another Muluk village,
at no great distance, situate on the Nambak rivulet and fortified with
8 strong palisade. The intermediate plain was all cultivated, wnn a
good path through it, improved by putting down boards at all the

roken glaoes. We passed a third village on .he road. A very
respectable house was given us to remain in, built to serve the purpose
of a town hall, furnished all round with a boarded seat and raised
high on strong posts. The tame of our white faces and musical boxe.
altracted to us an immense crowd the moment of our entry, who
disposed themselves, as many as they could, in the hall above, and many
more under the machan, or mounted on the bamboo walls, but they
were perfectly well-behaved. In the evening the Raja’s two nephews
and brother arrived in some state, accompanied by a few musketeers,
and little Chinese gongs, to announce their arrival. They were equally
polite with our former conductors, handsomely dressed, and fine-
locking men. They wished us to proceed another very short stage on
the. 18th, to the Palenseng Gohayn’s village, that we might, after our
fatiguing march, suffer as little as possible in the remaining portira
of our journey. They appeared to feel great snxiety in the quest o
whether we should be induced to take part in their wars with tl:
neighhcurs of Mung Kbhamti. We made them presents of scu.
cloth and nu. lin turbans, with which they were much gratified
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We remaived the next day, according to their request, and had
the same sort of employment in eutertaining the great men with sights
of our apparatus, of which our guns and pistols most excited their
attention. Our people were still ocomplaining of their soree and
swollen legs ; indeed several had been left at the first village who were
actuslly unable to come om, and it had become my turn also to fall
sick. The mode of providing our party with food was to quarter
them two together in a family. who announced the hour of meals. To
the north-west we could perceive the snowy mountains at the source
of the Namlang, but this was the only direction in which the view was
not limited by high hills.

On the 18th we continued our journey a short distance to the
Palemseng’s village, beyond the Namlang, which we crossed by a rude
bamboo bridge, the river below running at the rate of full ten miles
ao hour.  Ou the opposite bank we passed over some high ground,
and then entered another small plain, surrounded by low hills, some
of which are also oultivated. %Ve heard the “cuckoo. near us. The
village called Kumtong is situated in the middle of the plain on the
Namkumtong. We here received a visit from another relation of the
Raja, who came with his eight or ten followers, armed with muskets
of all sorts and dates. There wasone marked G. R, and some fuzees
of 1780 marked U. E I. C. We were detained another day at
Kumtong by very Leavy rains.

On the 20th it continued to rain heavily ; but as this was to
be the last day’s journey eastwards, and we were inclined to enjoy all
the rest we could without interruption, we set out. After wading
through the Kumtong we shortly began the ascent of the hills sepa-
rating the Namlang river from the plains of the Irrawaddy. The path,
being well beaten, was infinitely better than any we had traversed, but
it was slippery from the rain, and the same sort of jungle with which
we had been so long acquainted covers the hills. From the second
we at last, about two o’clock, beheld at a distance the object of our
deepest interest,—the lrrawaddy winding in a large plain, spotted
witgeligh‘ green patches of cultivation and low grass jungle. Better
eyes than mine could distinguish Manchi, the capital. ésl‘o the pass
succeeds a long narrow dell, graduslly expauding towards the plaina;
but we saw no further signs of the residence of men till four in the
afternoon, whan we entered a cultivated tract. Soon after we passed
the tomb of some great man, built of clay, whitened over, with & vase-
shaped gilt top, and surrounded with many tall poles, which are
ornamented in the Chinese taste, and have long flowing pendants of
wove 8ilk ; these poles had not a less tasteful appearance from bein
inclined from the perpendicular. We were met at Jast by the Raja’s
sou, with two ponies for our use, and our approach towards the villages
was noised by incessant beating on two little gongs. We passed two
or three temples, all built of bamboo and grass, but of Chinese design,
and on our left the strongly stockaded village Choktep. Near the
great village or town wesaw two much finer tombs, built of pucka,
and having grifins and various other nondescript suimals at the
corners and about them. The town is closely built, but large, and for-

e with a high palisade, having pointed bamboos ingeuiously worked.
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he first appearance of the houses strikes with.great surprise those who
Ere—not accx:x};tomed to the style of building, as the ﬁopr on which the
family live is completely hidden under t.he'low ptojecting eaves, and
all that appears to view is the open and dirty ground floor, crowded
with buffaloes and pigs. The Raja’s house is in the centre of the
town, enclosed within an interior palisade. ~We passed it about six
in the evening, and were led to the town hall, which is contiguous to
it. As scarcely any of our people had arrived, we begged ’the young
prince, who had been in attendance on us, to give us a dinner, after
their own fashion, which he readily did, and it pfoved a far more
sumptuous repast than we anticipated. It was served up in the lac-
quered Burman boxes, which had several compartments and irays to
hold rice, nicely laid on fresh plantain leaves, and a number of small
China basins, containing eggs and meats, variously cooked, and at
least so far superior to our own culinary productions that we hinted
our inclination to have a breakfast in the same style. They most
obligingly continued to provide us while we stayed, and we generally
had presents from other families also, at the known time of our taking
our meals. They also gave us a spirituous liquor, very much like
whiskey, though inferior in strength, which was the more acceptable
a8 our own small stock was nearly exhausted.

At noon the next day the Raja, as he was called, paid us a visit
in state. He was preceded by four or five simall gongs, about five and
twenty musketeers, several sword and shield bearers, and a gilt chatta,
the last given him by the Burmans. The =shields aro of substantial
buffalo gide, well formed, and varnished black, with gilt devices on
them. The swords were all Burman. He maiotained so. much
reserve that our conservation was not very interesting. After avoiding
to give an answer to several questions of a trivial nature, on such
topics as 1 considered required neither privacy nor previous _consider-
ation, he hinted that he could be more communicative in the abserce.
of the crowd. Amongst other questions I a<ked whether they had
historical records similar to those kept in Assam, but at this time I got:no
direct reply, and afterwards during our stay could never, get the Chiefs
to allow that they had them, though informed by the Luri Gohayn
that it is a custom in each villsge to treasure up a record of all remark-
able events. He spoke of the system of warfare and mutual aggression,
which has endured for the last fifty years without either side having
gained & material advantage over tho other. Helamented it, but saw no
prospect of its termination. Our friends had but a few months before
our arrival suffered the loss of the larger village, Mung Khamti, which
‘had long been their capital, and they informed us that they were now
debating measures for surprising and recovering it in theirturn.  All our
Eresents were very much admired, particularly a handsome cut. glass

owl, but our guns and pistols excited by far the greatest interest.

After his departure the visit of another Raja was announced ! aud
though introduced with much less state and ceremony, I discovered that
a mistake had been made in attributing to the former the chief shava of
nuthority. When the matier was afterwards cleared up, it appeared
that the aged gentleman now with us is the legislator ; while '
nephew, as a man of action. holds the executive power in the cup it
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of War Minister and General. The manners of the old man, the Bura
Raja, were remarkably mild and pleasing. He expressed great curiogity
about us, and regretted much the want of a ready commuunication, which
alone prevented his putting the numerous questions which he would
be glas to ask. Heé said that the only drawback to the pleasure he
experienced in seeing us was the fear he had of the Burmans putting
misconstruction on our visit, and of their taking advantage of it to
oppress him and the country anew. We represented the friendly state of
the two powers, and endeavoured, by such arguments as occurred, to
lessen his fears. However, if there be any danger, it is yet remote, for a
long period bas elapsed since a Burman party has'visited the country.
Finding him less of the wary politician, and of a more frank and com-
municative disposition than his neghew, I in my turn nade some geo-

raphical inquiries of him, but I found his information very limited.

he Khamungs inhabit the lower mountains, beyond the Irrawaddy,
visible at the distanoce of twenty or thirty miles to the eastward, and a
poorer and more savage race, the higher ranges. The former supply
the Khamtis with salt, and have the art of forging the daos, or swords,
80 much in request; the latter are scarcely known by name, and are
said to be naked and barbarous. Their habitations are not supposed {o
extend to the other side of a high range which is in winter snow-
capped. The Lukyang, or other Chinese rivers, are not known. With
the Lama oountry there is no immediate intercourse whatever. - Traffic is
carried on, asin Assam, through the intervention of the Meeshmees, who
oross from the La Thi (falling into the Brahmaputra,) to the Namseya,
the principal branch of the Namlang. No road exists by the sources
of the Irrawaddy. Majestic peaks, covered with perpetual snow, are
seen from hence, in which. the Trrawaddv and one branch of the
Brahmaputra have their rise.

I was lame from an unpleasant sore in the foot, contracted on the
march, and Lieutenant Burlton was not at all in order for moving
about. On the third day of our stay, however, I strolled out to the
temple and saw the chief priest, a fine old fellow, who was completely
delighted with the wonders he saw. He and his attendants subjected
me and my dress to a very close examination, laughing heartily. The
only question they put was whether our clergy take to themselves
wives or not ; and on being answered in the affirmative, they raised a
roar of laughter, and the Chief assured me he was quite shocked. The
thatch-roofed temple is neither so large nor so elegant as some of those
seen on the way; nor is there anything remsrkable about the gilt
images of Godama or the ornamental work within. A gift of a few
rupeee delighted the whole of them, though the only use they have for
money is to enrich their temple with new ornaments, or to purchase
gome trifling luxury. Their customs appear precisely the same as those
of Ava. Early every morning we saw three or four of them hurrying
through the streets of the town, preceded by a boy with a little bell,
each holding 8 lacquered box, in which he colleots the offerings of the
people, presented generally by the women, who stand waiting at their
doors with a portion of their ready-cooked meal.

We took advantage ona evening of a requisition for our musical
hoxes to introduce ourselves-imto the interior of the Bura Raja’s house.
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We found it spacious, the south end terminating in an open machan,
or terraoce of boo work, and a second enclosure within divided the
private apartments from those which at all hours appeared open to
the populace. To give space in breadth, two houses are erected conti-
guously, and a trough of wood closes the aperture between the thatches,
and serves to carry off the water which would otherwise descend
into the house. The women, few of them boasted mugh beauty, and
they were plainly though neatly dressed; they behaved with great
decorum, and sat together along one side of the room. The men turn
up their hai. and form a large knot with it on the centre of the head,
but the women, either from the natural profusion of their tresses, or
from their taking more care of them, far excel the men in the height
of their top-knots, which they wear nearly in the same fashion, but
divide it with silver ornaments and small glass beads. Their petticoats
accord better with our notions of female delicacy than the odd dress of
Burman ladies.

" According to previous engagement, we paid a visit to the warrior
Raja, who resides at Phankai, nearly three miles from Manche. The
road was over a perfect plain, partially cultivated and prettily studded
with clumps of trees and bamboos. The country is not unlike Rewa,
excepting that it is not varied with similar undulations. It is inter-
sected by a number of little rivulets. Phankai is also strongly stock-
aded, and an interior palisade surrounds the Raja’s house. A separate
dwelling had been prepared for our reception, but either through igno-
rance or want of politeness the Raja kept us waiting full half an hour;
and when‘he did come, upon a hint that we were growing tired, he
seemed to consider himself quite at home, wearing a very shabby dress
and observing none of that ceremony which had been remarkable in his
visit to us. No conversation passed of either moment or interest, for
he exhibited uneasiness with us when questions were put even of the
most simple nature. We were anxious to make arrangements for a
visit to the Irrawaddy, which we could not well contrive at Manche on
account of the ememy’s stronghold, Mung Khamti, being in the way.

ey met our proposition, as usual, with a long list of difficulties and
angers, and would by no means consent that Lieutenant Burlton and
I should mount their ponies and trust to our own good management for
encountering the enemy without hostilities resulting. They objected
to everything but going in posse by the nearest route with drums
beating and colours flying, and indeed they played their part very well
to get our aid in a brawl with the opposite party. When, however, they
found us fixed to have a sight of the Irrawaddy, and to avoid fighting
where we had no quarrel; they consented to furnish ponies and a guide
that we might see the river higher up at a point sufficiently removed
from danger. A dinner of inferior cookery to that we had been used
to was presented, and we were much pressed to remain-‘a few days;
however, we liked our former quarters much better. In the evening
the women all assembled on a large mat extended on the turf to hear
our musical box. Neither they nor their men were in holiday suits,
Put they'looked very clean, and behaved well. Their high head-dress
18 very singular, -and not altogether inelegant. In the morning we
went off at'an early hour accompanied by a guide mounted ou.w thirl



(74 )

horse, aud in two hours we ercssed the plains obliquely to the river's
edge.

8 The Lrrawaddy we were surprised to find but a small river, smaller
even thun we anticipated, thi ngh aware of the proximity of its sources.
1t was not more than ei%'hty yards broad, and still fordable, though
considerably swollen by the melting snows. The bed was of rounded
stones, and both above and below where we stood we could see numer-
ous shallow rapids similar to those in the Dihing.

As to the origin of the Irrawaddv, I felt perfectly satisfied from
the moment [ made inquiries at Sadiya; but since further evidence,
founded on the veport of the natives, might not have satisfied those
who had adepted Mr. Klaproth’s opinion, that tho wavers ~f the SBampo
find an outlet through the channel of the Irrawaddy, I haa s~solved,
if possible. to have ocular and incontrovertible demonstration; and I
could not help exulting, when standing on th- edge of the clear stream,
at the successful result of our toils and fatigues. Before us, to the
north, rose a towering wall, strotching from westto east, offering an
awkward impediment to the passage of a river in a cross direction,
and we agreed on the spot that if Mr. Klaproth proved determined
to make his Sampo puss by Ava, he must find a river for his purpose
considerably removed towards or iuto China.

The scenery was of the finest order, and its effect was heightened
by the thin mists hovering ou the bases of the blue raountaius. One
majestit peak to the north, peeping from a mantle of light clouds,
was very conspicuous from its superior height, and from its dee
covering of pure white snow, and the long ridge leading away from it
to the westward was similarly clothed, but strenked with shadows
of delicate blue. On the east and west were peaks heaped on one
another in the utmost irregularity of height aud form, and at all
distances. Our guide pointed out the directions of the two larger
branches uniting to form the river, the Namkin, by which name the
Khamtis distinguish the Irrawaddy throughout its course to the sea,
and the Namyen. the western branch ; the mountain at the source of
the latter bearing 315° and the former 345°. We oould also perceive
the snow to the westward, some continuihg as far round to the south-west
as 240°,  The plain we rode over is covered with low grass and crossed
in several directions by narrow belts of tree jungh. .which mark some
water-courses filled in the rains. A great part of this plain is said to
have been cultivated before the disturbances and dissensions introduced
by the Burmans, and there were many Khaphok villages onit. South
of where we stood the river takes a bend inward towards the west,
round the base of a low ridge which projects from the hills on that
side.

The climate appears very similar to that of Sadiya at the same
period.  After rain the thermometer fell five or six degrees, and the
air was delightfully clear, while the sky was partially covered with
thin clouds; but within three or four days the atmosphere thickened,
the thermometer regained its highest range, and it became excessively
close il another storm relieved us. In the morning, at sunrise, the
yanee was from 729 to 78 i the shade. and at the hottest time of the
Jay e ST 0 00 The uights were eomparatively eool and pleasaut.
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P8 duration of the rainy weather is about the same as in Assam/)
"I'tmee or four monthsin the year, or from the 15th Qctober to February,
1may be calculated on as clear and dry, and the remainder is perfectly
unoertain. .However, the heavy rains set in about the 15th June. and
oontinue to the 15th September.

The elevation above the sea marked by the barometer is one:

thousand eight-hundfed and fifty-five feet. If Bhammo be five hun-
dred feet above the sea, which would be equivalent to a fall of the river
of eight inches each mile, there remain one thousand and three hundred
feet of fall in the three hundred and fifty miles between this place and
Bhammo, which sufficiently accounts for the greater part-of-th.t
distance being unnavigable excepting for small canoes.

- Naveypd observations during our stay gave the latitude of Mancle
27° 28 1, and that of Phankai, the Raja’s place, 27°26” 13-6.

Connned to the house by lameness, and unable to go abroad to
make researches, we were generally employed in entertaining a crowd
of visitors, who, without ceremony and at all hours, mounted the
stepe and sat themselves down in the hall, which was common toour-
selves and followers. .

I have already mentioned that I received very unsatisfactory
answers to my questions concerning their bistory. 1 was induced to
defer making any notes on the subject at the suggestion of the Luri
Gohayn, who reminded me that at Sadiya I should meet with men equally
capable of giving the information who would exercise no reserve in
their communications. At Sadiya, however, my unfortunate illness
prevented my prosecuting inquiry either on this or on many other
goinh which I had reserved for greater leisure. With respect to their

istory, I can only notice here that the Khamtis are supposed to have
been in possession of the country from about the fame time that Assam
was conquered by another party of tlieir nation. They are Shams, and
came from that part bordering on Yunan and Siam. Whether or not
they are, as Mr. Klaproth supposes, of Tartar origin, 1 cannot pretend
to decide ; but if they be, the period of their migration into the S8ham
Erovinees maust be very remote, since all traces of their original langnage

ave been lost. Here they are insulated as a people; a very extersive
district, inhabited by Singfo tribes, intervening between them and
the nearest place where the Sham* language is known. They in-
formed me that according to their traditions the country at the 'time
of their arrival was oocupied by Lamas and the Khaphok tribe, .Hoy-
ever, I could discover no similarity between the lauguages of any of
the tribes of the immediate neighbourhood and that of the Thibetians,
and it is difficult to imagine that, if intercourse‘ever existed with
Thibet, it should have been entirely dropped, or that the barbarian
Meeshmees should ¢ver have been suffered to become the ouly cliannel
of communieation with the parent country. ,

The Muluks have already been mentioned as having a pecylint
language. The mass of the labouring population is of the Khaphok

* It may be proper to obscrve that.seeording to the Luri Gobayn the Khamtis speak
precisely the ssme language (Shams) withthe, Shams of Mungkhung, or those from heyond
the Irrawaddy. It has not yet beem sscertking® whether the Siamecie Ianguage differs in any
respeci frem theirs, or is miaterially the same. -
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tribe, whose dialect is closely allied to the Singfos, yet sufficiently
different to cause embarrassment to both parties in holding converse.
In the language of the Khanung, who inﬁabit the mountains to the
north-east and east, a fow wesds are found resembling the Singfo, but
it may be pronounced s dietinct language. That of the Khalang tribe,
whose villages on the Namlang, subject to Manche, will be spoken of
hereafter, resembles the Singo more nearly, as also does that of the
Nogmun tribe, who are on Nam Disang ; but none of these dialects.
are at all allied to the Sham or Khamti. This small tract perhaps
affords an unparalleled instance of seven dialects being spoken at
villages remote from edch other only one day’s journey, which differ
so much that the inhabitant of one would not be understood at the
other. . The diffioulty which would arise is got over by their.a)! acquir-
ing a sufficient knowledge of the Khamti.
The only important geographical information obtained was re-
lative to the course of the Irrawaddy to Bhammo, and the large
eastern branch falling in at about two days’ journey above where the
road turns off to Mungkuvng. This river had hitherto been a stum-
bling block in reconciling the accounts of the Singfos and Burmans.
The latter appear generally to be unaccuainted with it, which is to be
accounted for simply by their turning off towards Mognon, having the
Irrawaddy at some distance on their right; the Singfos, on the con-
trary, know nothing of the river below them, and their route towards
Assam enters the Hnkung valley from the eastward.
Of the existence of the Shumai Kha, Pongmai, or Sinmai Kha
(for by all these names it is known), there could be no doubt, after
the distinct reports of the Singfo ambassadors mentioned in an early
art of this memoir, the difficulty was to ascertain where it joins the
rrawaddy. The required information was now most satisfactorily
obtained from Chow Nan, the son of the last ruling Khamti Prince,
and it was fully corroborated by a Khaku Singfo of my party, who
had resided many years in that quarter, and some in Yuran. Chow
Nan had been twice by the route of the river to Amerapure, where he
had remained several months in the character of envoy, or perhaps of
hostage. They gave me a skeleton map showing the principal streams
falling into the Irrawaddy on the east bank, and the number of days’
journey between each from Manche to Bhammo. They are of opinion

_ that the Shumai Kha rises in the northern mountains, at no great
distance eastward from the heads of the Irrawaddy, but had no posi-
tive information. It is to be remarked, however, that the Lou Kyang,
“ordering Yunan on the west, makes it impossible, according to the
maps of the Jesuits, that the Shumai can come from China, and the
objections to assigning it a very distant source are, first, its want of
magnitude, for it is not deseribed as larger than the Khamti branch,
the direction of the high range which would require it to break through
the most elevated ground in that quarter, and, in fact, the want of
room. :

Curiosity led- us to be present at one of the weekly markets, which
are regularly held on the plain outside the gate of the stockade, and we
were much pleased at the orderly manner in which the business was
condnucted, without any of the haggling and dip of a bazar in Hindustan,
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‘We found two hundred or three hundred buyers and sellers asssembled
in a crowd, but separated into groups, for the sale of each particular
artiole, so that a buyer could readily take his choice from all of the
kind exposed. The currency of the country is the thin iron da, manu-
factured by the Khanungs. For some of these each comer exchanges
his undoined silver, weighing it carefully in little scales, which he
brings with him, and the des he again exchanges for the articles
required. We observed for sale dried ﬁ’sh, salt, fowls, eggs, pigs, ginger,
onions, tobacco, lead, d2s manufactured from the former kind for use,
and some few things more. The salt was of good quality, but exces-
sively dear,—about half a seer for a rupee’s weight of silver.

On the 25th May I paid a visit to the Bura Raja, to talk of our
return, and was instantly promised a supply of rice and whatever else
they could furnish for our journey. He smiled at my offer of payment,
and answered that he should be heartily ashamed to accept an equi-
valent for such trifles. His good will did not lead him to oblige so
readily in another affair which we had to disouss with him. We had
been given to understand, principally by our young friend; Chow Nan,
that the upper road to the Phungan pass would be far preferable for
us on the return, as it would save at least two days’ journey by avoid-
ing the deep bend of the Namlang to the south, aud present no more
difficulty than the one we came, excepting that the trouble would have
to be incurred again of opening a path through the jungles of the low
ground, but that would be fully compensated for by our ascending

" sooner out of the region of rank jungles and close under-wood. The
old man, when this was mentioned to him, allowed without hesitation
that the upper route is by far the best, and said he could not oppose
our going that way if we were determined to do so, but he very
earnestly requested that we would not, as he was anxious to prevent
the Singfos from becoming acquainted with it, and indeed our own
followers also, who might become competent guides to their more
mischievously inclined neighbours. He said he both feared and hated
the Singfos ; and those of our party, were they not under our protec-
tion, should not refurn through any part of his country. To gingfos
he already owed the loss of the Aleth people on the Namlang, and it
was because his Khalang villages are so near the foot of the ‘pass on
the upper route that he felt so much anxiety at the present moment to
keep that shut up, and if there were to be any intercourse with Assam,
to make the high road the way we came. We had to state what
appeared a satisfactory answer to his objections, that our own guides
(and mauy more) were well acquainted with the forbidden path, and
consequently that our travelling in it would scarcely affect the ques-
tion. We had a sort of horrorin recollecting the leeches, the dam-dums,
and the mud and jungles of the Phungan ; but we promised to respect
the wishes of the good old Raja if he continued to hold the same
opinion.

It is a singular custom amongst the Khamtis that the principal
amusement of their Chiefs is working in metals, in which practice ren-
ders them infinitely more skilful than the lower classes, who perhaps
cannot spare much time from their labours in the field. Amongst the
specimens shown us of their art, we saw a well-fashioned musket lock,
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Another was n massive pipe-bowl of brass, whic,l( had griffins for
supporters, very boldly designed. Both of these were executed by
the Bura Raju’s brother. Thetr ordinary silver pipes are of very neat
workmanship. They were very curious about any little mechanical
apparatus that we had with us, and astonishingly apt in understanding
it. At their desire I opeued the lock of my sextant box and drew
for them figures of its various parts, from which they assured me they
should be able to imitate it. I also opened and explained to them the
uses and connexion of the separate pieces of a musical snuff-box, which
I intended for a present to the Raja. They were highly delighted
with it, but they expressed their fear that they scarcely understood it
well enough, upon so hasty an explanation and inspection, to enable
them in my abseuce to detect the cause of derangement, should it get
out of order I also gave a pair of mggnetic bars, which had excited
their attontion ; not more by their groperty of giving direction to
needles, than that of assisting in the detection of irom ores, which I
exhibited to them by driving off the sulphur from some pyrites, the
pature of which they had been ignoraut of till then. They expressed
great delight when I showed them that sulphur, for which they paid a
very high price to petty Singfo traders, could be readily obtained at
small. cost 1n their own country. They immediately brought me the
galeus, from which the Kanungs, by a process which they kept secret
from them, procure the silver, and they asked me for an explanation of
this enigma, but it was teo late to get cupels made, and I failed, from
exhaustion, in attempting to oxidate it with vitre before the Llow-
pipe; however I gave them such instruction as I could. They promised
to manufacture a still after my projected improvements, and as they
are fond of their whiskey I dare say they will. It is rather singular
that their still résembles very closely the one described by JTurner as
common in DBhotan; it consists of a boiler cut out of the soap-stone,
with a cylinder of the same material closely fitting on and having
iron bars at its bottom to sustain a small Chiua basin. The top of the
eylinder is closed by a concave dish of brass or copper, which is kept
filled with cocl water, that the ascending vapour, being condensed upon
it, may tri-kle down towards the centre and drop into the basin w&b
is placed there to receive it. :
Aft:r the departure of Lieutenant Buriton to Kumtang, whither he
had remonved to avoid the heat and inconveunience of the erowd, which
aggravated his fever, I roceived a message from the Burs Raja to
entreat e to comply with the wishes of the Mung pople, who
had arrived from their villages at Namlang Mukh, and were pressing
him to use his interest with me to persuade me to visit them. Not
understanding the cause of his anxiety, I went over and learned that
they had threatened him with complaints to the Burmans ; and not he
alone, but all those assembled, prayed me to avert the evil which might
ensue by gratifying these people. I in vain urged the length of
journey we had to perform and necessity of not delaying our departure ;
but thinking their niotive raight be a more interested one than that of
giving their people an opportunity of seeing me and themselves enjoy-
ing the pleasure of payiny me attention, 1 tried the experiment of
making a present, and found their eagerness immediately lessened.
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The Raja hinted his wish that I would give them all T could spare.
They soon after took their departure, and then instautly I saw some
tablets produced, aud the old geutleman and his couneil, with better
recollection than I should have expected, made a list of my presents
including every item. This, it was explained to me, was intended as a
record to enable them, in case of the Chiefs of Munglang accusing them
to the Burmans, to show that they also had been equal sharers in what-
ever had been given by us. The Raja aftenwards candidly confessed
that he was anxious for our departare, and that it was at first his wish
to furnish us with rice and request us to return from the Muluk
villages, which he would have done but for consideration for his
relatives, the Sadiya and Laong Gohayns, whom he might have
subjected to our displeasure by such an act. He was under great
apprehension that the Burmans, when informed of our visit, would
suspect him of having invited us over, in order to arrange for the
removal of the Khamtis into our own territories. I was happy
to find that he no longer objected to our returning by the wupper
route.

According to promise a specimen of the tea tree was brought to
me from one of the neighbouring low hills; it wss a full-grown one,
that is, about five feet high : the leaves were coarse and large, and not
numerous. Their mode of preserving it is to drive the leaves, when
fresh, by strong pressure into a bamboo, and some salt, I think, was
added. Several presents were offered me of things which would have
been deemed curious, but I could not accept them, as I had not suffi-
cient means of carrying even those things which were absolutely
required.

Ou taking leave all our friends accompanied me to some distance
from the village, and the Raja’s brother, called the Palanseng Gohayn,
was deputed to see us properly provided at the Muluk villages with a
store of rice. o , '

I observed on the return that the hills between the Irrawaddy
and Namlang, at least those on the road, are of mica slate. At the base,
near the Khokhao rivalet, I saw some of the blocks of soap-stone,
which they employ for culinary vessels; it appeared to be nacrite. It
18 extremely sectile, and is said to bear the strongest heat uninjured.

At Nambak, on the 31st May, we for the first time had an opportu-
nity of observing some lunar distances, which, however, were not very
satisfactory, as clouds interrupted us frequently at the moment and
prevented our getting corresponding altitudes in the afternoon for time;
also the latitude of Nambak was obliged to be inferred from that of
Khalang. Plains partially cultivated extend to the Khalang villages,
and about them there is an extended patch of fine rice fields. There
are two villages, each of about twenty houses. The people are short
muscular men, dressed in a very inferior style to the Khamtis. We
were persuaded to halt one day, while a party went forward to cut the
gath. Of Lieutenant Burlton’s men, who had been left at the first

fuluk village, that they might enjoy as long a rest as possible to cure
their sores and swellings, three were still in such a state that their pro-
ceeding with us was out of the question, and one of mine had absconded,
8o that we were at a considerable difficulty in arranging for ile carriage
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of our small baggage, diminished as it was by the uumerous presents
given to the amtis, and were obliged after & close inspection to
discard the smallest superfluity. As this was the period requiring
most attention to their cultivation, we could not induce the Raja to
give us men on any terms. The ulcers on our own hands and ankles,
roceeding from the dam-dum and leech bites, would not ?t well.
he former troublesome insect abounds to such a degree at Khalang,
_that it is wonderful the people can endure to live there. There is
a very pretty tomple situated a few hundred yards from the village
surrounded by a square court-yard, which is neatly kept, and 1s
%lanted with plum, peach, aud other fruit «trees. The latitude of
halang, by a good oﬁervation of 8. Urs. Maj., was 27° 32' 23",

On the 2nd June, at an early hour, we were fairly on our way to’
return, anxious\enouga to see our neat built house at gadiya, with such
wmforts as it afforded, but by no means careless about the dismal jour-
ney which was to bring us there. The pietty little valley of the Namlang
soon closed, and where two equal streams, the Namseya and Phungyun,
meeot, and form the first-named river, we entered once more into a
ravine of the mountains, where'the eye rests on nought but inhospitable
jungles or the foaming torrent. At the point of confluence thers is a

ridge for the convenience apparently of the Meeshmee® visitors, whose
only route is by the Namseyn. The gridgo is a curiosity for its lightness
and seeming instability. 1Its length is full eighty yards, and it is built
of very few canes. The principal strength lies in the bunch of supporters
above, on which are threaded the elliptical rings which sustain the
road-way, but this is of two canes only, and there are two only on each
side to hold by.

The Palanseng Gohayn and his people, in the morning of the next
day, informed us that we were actually upon’the base of thes Phungan
mountain, and here they left us, warning us that it was very uncertain
\ ether we should find water that day unless we could reach the snow.
I followe.l the example of some others in filling the joint of a bamboo
and suspending it by a cane to my shoulders, and we provided for our
dinner by wrapping up some ready-boiled rice in a plantain leaf. We

lodded on up the steep ascent till we were heartily weary, resting but

ittle, and guided in our exertion by our anxiety to reach the epot, where
our guidesiad on a former occasion found a small pog¢l—careless of
_the advance of eur people, whom we soon left far behind., In our turn
we needed, and found encovragement from the Singfos, whose hardiness
enabled them to be always in the van, and who very little liked the
idea of sleeping supperless. An apple was found on the ascent, of a
delightful scent, but astringent to that degree that it was impossible to
bite twice at it. 'We saw no other novelty. From eight till past three
we continued our toil and rojoiced to find the pool; it was muddy and
filthy, but no matter,—it was not dry.. But this with a pot of rice, for
which we were indebted to the Singfos, and which we knew how to
discuss without the aid of spoons, were our only luxuries. Fatigue tanght
us to forget thaf we had no beds. The elevation of our halting place
was eight thousanil six hundred and eighty-six feet above the sea.

® The Meeshmee route from the Lathi on lhe'}Srahmnputn to Khalang.
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Many of the poople had not arrived when we started again in the
morning. “We soon left behind us both under-wood and forest trees; the
culy.remaining plants were the rhgdodendron and a bushy ever-grecn,
growing about eighteen inches high, which it was very laborious .to
push our way through. ‘We mounted several peaks conneoted by ridges
with the parent height, but from the commanding points, wheunoe we
ought to ﬁave had an extended view, we looked gown on nought but
masses of white mist and clouds. Mists also, driving like rain, almost
always obscured the view of the snows above us. The first enow we
passed was lying in small unconnected patches, but about two o’clock we
ocame to the foot of a sheet which covered the whole apex of the moun-
tain, and found that, since the faked-limbed guides and Singfos .could
not endure sinking up to the knee in it, we had to make a cirouit to
avoid the deepest ied The very few trees towards the summit were
junipers, but those upon the flat table, which forms the apex, were
miserable things of four or five feet in height. Aoccording to report,
from this elevated peak,* the view includes not only the valley of the
Irrawaddy, with the plains of Hukung and Mungkhung at an immense
distance, but also the Lama country to the north-east ; however, far from
enjoying these beauties, we ouly saw the dense mist, which, driven alop
by a strong wind, wet us to the skin. The guides being deprived of &
sight of surrounding objects, became doubtful of the way, and we were
detained for an hour trying the descent on all sides, till they agread that
the direction we had first taken must be the right one, and in that
we soon found ourselves moving rapidly down towards the south, in a
ravine filled with snow, below the crust of which the roaring of the head
of the Phungan rivulet was loudly audible. At half past four we had
cleared the great sheet and the snow remained only in patches ; but. our
guides giving us no hopes of reaching a halting place having more
advantages, we agreed to stay, where there was not a leaf but that of the
fir, or rthododendron, to build our huts of—nor wood for firee but that
which was sodden and wet. We had luckily a quilt eack and a rug.
The rugs we stretched to branches of the rhododendron, as some shelter
from the penetrating mists. The cold and novelty of their situatior
deprived our people of all energy, and with our beet Ciwrtions of
encouragement and threats we with difficultv 2. a fire lighted. One of
our good-natured and willing guidee o reed in the morning o go back,
lest the traces lefy should prov; mnsufficient to direct those 1n the rear,
who were yet more n"igerous than those arrived. Oue poor follow was
found to have Tiesed the night alome on the very top—aud for fhe
remsizjer fue precautionary measure of sending back guides seemed to
nave been fortunate, for they were discovered wandering about the spot
where our gevious tracks showed that we ourselves had missed the road.
At one o’cpock there remained in the rear only four mon, who were so
much fatigued that there was no chance of their conquering the moun-
tain that ay, or of their keeping up with us if they had; and since
the Luri fiohayn was behind us, gaving halted another day at Nambak,
we.consjygred that thore was nothing to apprehend in leaying them to
follow s their convenfence. The whole day was excessively cold and
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unplensant, the heavy mists and drifting rain continuing without inter-
mission. 'We would have removed to.better quarters, but were informed
that no such were within some hours’ march. E

Leaving the Phungan on the morrow, we mounted the wall on its
right bank, and there, while descending the ridge which dividea the
waters of the Irrawaddy from those of the Brabmaputrs, a transient
clearnees gave us a view of our old halting place on the Dapha, which
we could not perceive without great delight. A short march brought
us back into our old path at the crest of the Phungan pass; it ought
oot to have been fatiguing, as it was generally on the descent, but it
becsme 80 from the kind of jungle we had to make our way through,
or over—for often the boughs of the rhododendron were so closely
interwoven, that we stepped from one to another, four and five feet
elevaied above the ground.

The * diamond” of the Wangleo afforded us, as before, water for
one meal; we reached it with difficulty in one day from the Dapha.
Thenoe also to the Dihing, our anxiety to return to a place of rest
made us perform the journey (mostly down hill) in one day; but the
effects upon us of ‘descending so rapidly from a region of cold to the
soorching heats of the low oountr{ was s0 severely felt, that we passed
a miserable night on the banks of ths Dihing without sleep, and Lieu-
tenant Burlton has preserved a note that the pulse of oue beat oné
hundred and forty-six, and of the other one hundred aud thirty-five,
in the minute, while we weré in that restless condition. .

We arossed the Dapha, as before, by the suspension bridge, and
there we were informed, to our great satisfaction, that the Bisa Gam
hed lettera and a parcel for us. I mention this to introduce an instance
of Singfo duplicity. At Kasam we halted an entire dey, {o send &
messenger to Bisa for.our letters, and we rewarded him when, in the
evening, he returned with the answer that at an appointed place on -
the Dihing the Bisa Gam would attend in person te deliver them.
There we stopped and were disappointed, but we afterwards learned
iuat aur nost worthy messenger had done what many fire-side travellers
teke the Liberiy of doing. He was contented with performing the
journey while smoking a pipe in }zis own hpt. - .

: T{e river was pretty full, ana tha rapids oonsequently very bois-
terous ; but after descending the first and wovst of them, with the pre-
cention of lowering our boats gently down the smicother side, we shot
the ree¢ with immense rapidity, and in one day and a haii fom Kasan
we landed at Badiya. P .

Of these who set out with us on the return, all arrived safe; and
of those of Lieutenant Burlton’s men who remained, .one also found
his way baek with another party. I am not aware whether they have
all returned to their own country. .



	Page 1 
	Page 2 
	Page 3 
	Page 4 
	Page 5 
	Page 6 
	Page 7 
	Page 8 
	Page 9 
	Page 10 
	Page 11 
	Page 12 
	Page 13 
	Page 14 
	Page 15 
	Page 16 
	Page 17 
	Page 18 
	Page 19 
	Page 20 
	Page 21 
	Page 22 
	Page 23 
	Page 24 
	Page 25 
	Page 26 
	Page 27 
	Page 28 
	Page 29 
	Page 30 
	Page 31 
	Page 32 
	Page 33 
	Page 34 
	Page 35 
	Page 36 
	Page 37 
	Page 38 
	Page 39 
	Page 40 
	Page 41 
	Page 42 
	Page 43 
	Page 44 
	Page 45 
	Page 46 
	Page 47 
	Page 48 
	Page 49 
	Page 50 
	Page 51 
	Page 52 
	Page 53 
	Page 54 
	Page 55 
	Page 56 
	Page 57 
	Page 58 
	Page 59 
	Page 60 
	Page 61 
	Page 62 
	Page 63 
	Page 64 
	Page 65 
	Page 66 
	Page 67 
	Page 68 
	Page 69 
	Page 70 
	Page 71 
	Page 72 
	Page 73 
	Page 74 
	Page 75 
	Page 76 
	Page 77 
	Page 78 
	Page 79 
	Page 80 
	Page 81 
	Page 82 
	Page 83 
	Page 84 
	Page 85 

