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India’s North East was long an enigma,
veiled in a pale of mystery. Very little was |
known about the region before the advent
of the British in the first half of the 18th
century.

India’s independence led to a series of
constitutional and . political changes in
the region with the utilimate formation of
states of North-Eastern India i.e.
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim
and Tripura having many links and
common bonds.

The region has a variegated physical
feature, snow-clad mountains, undulating
hills, dense lush green foreosts, mightly
rivers, sparkling streams, cascading
waterfalls and awe-inspiring gorges, inlaid
wit fertile valleys and bouncing dales
resulting in a landscape unique in scenic
beauty.
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PREFACE

The Gazetteer of the Naga Hills district should only “
be regarded as a supplement to the monographs on the
various Naga tribes, which are now under preparation
by Mr. A. W. Davis, C.S.. Similarly, much interesting
information, which might under other circumstances
have suitably been incorporated in this work, will be
published separately in various monographs on the
Manipuris and the Lill tribes subject to them, which are
now engaging the attention of Mr. Hodson. It will- be
observed that there is mo directory appended to this
Gazetteer.  Apart from the headquarters stations there
are, however, no towns or places of sufficient size or im-
portance to demand a separate description. I am in-
debted to Licutenant-Colonel Maxwell, C.8.1., for his
kindness in examining the Gazetteer of Manipur, and to
Mr, Davis and Mr. Reid for criticising the Gazetteer of
the Naga Hills.

SHILLONG : B. C. ALLEN.
29¢h May, 19056
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Tag district of the Naga Hills lies between 26°2’ and
96°47" N. and 98°17 and 94°52' E. and covers an area
of 8,647 square miles, On the north it is bounded by
Sibsagar; on the west by Sibsagar, Nowgong, and the
North Cachar Hills; on the south by the native state of
Manipur ; and on the east by* mountain ranges inhabited
by independent Naga tribes.

The district consists of a narrow strip of hilly coun-
try, and has a maximum length as the crow flies
of 188 miles, and an average breadth of about 25
miles. The Barail enters it at the south-west corner
and runs in a morth-easterly direction almost up to
Kohima. As far as Berrima there are three main
ranges of hills lying parallel to one another, the most
northerly of the three being the largest and the most
important, and containing several peaks over 6,000 feet
in height. To one approaching the district from the
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north, this range stands up like a great wall. For, though
there are from ten to twelve miles of hilly country
between its lower slopes and the flat valley of the
Dhansiri, these outer hills are, for the most part, only
from 1,500 to 2,000 feet in height. Near Kohima the
Barail is merged in the mountain ranges which have
been prolonged through Manipur from the Yoma of
Arakan, and the 1wnain range assumes a much more
northerly direction. This range is considerably higher
than the Barail. Overhanging Mao Thana, on the
southern frontier of the district, there is a mountain
whose summit is 9,808 feet above the level of the sea,
and a few miles further north stands Japvo (9,890 feet),
the highest point in the British Province of Assam.*
These are, however, only the highest points in a chain
most of whose peaks between Mao Thana and Kohima are
considerably more than 7,000 feet above sea level.

North of Kohima, the main range gradually declines
in height. Merama peak is only 4,900 feet above the sea,
and Nidzukru and Thevokeji a little above 5,700 feet,
but Thebzothu or Wokha Hill is 6,600 feet in height.
A little to the north of Wokha the range is pierced by
the valley of the Doiang, which here makes a sudden
bend and runs south-west to Lungkung. From Lung-
kung a chain of hills runs north-east till it is stopped by
the Jhanzi, almost on the northern bhorder of the dis-
trict. This range is an unusually straight and level one,
most of the hills being between 2,000 or 3,000 feet in

¢ The Daphabam on the eastern frontier of Lakhimpar is 16,000 feet above
mean sea level, bat it lies outside the Inner Line.
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height, but at Munching it rises to 4,284 feet. An outer
range runs parallel to it on the west, which has a gene-
ral height of between 1,500 or 2,500 feet, and a third
range lies b t«ween the two northern sections of these
chains of hills. The Japvo range throws out numerous
spurs towards the east and west, and the same pheno-
menon is to be observed in the hills which traverse the
Mokokchung subdivision north of the Doiang. The
general north-eastern tendency is still discernible, but
the country, as a whole, consists of a tumbled mass of
hills, most of which are between three and four thou-
sand feet in height,.

In their natural state these hills are covered with
dense evergreen forest. Most of the easier slopes, up to a
height of about 5,000 feet, have, however, at one time or
another, been cleared for cultivation. Where this has been
done they are covered for the most part with scrub,
bamboo, and grass, and the larger forest trees have
disappeared. In the country inhabited by the Angamis
the hill sides have been cut out into terraced rice
fields and there is comparatively little jungle to be seen.
Nowhere, in fact, is there much timber still remaining
except in the bottom of the river valleys and on the sum-
mits of the hills. The slopes of Japvo are covered
with primeval forest, huge trees tower into the air,
and there is comparatively little undergrowth beneath
their over-shadowing limbs. Near the summit, -the
forest is almost entirely composed of rhododendrons,
whose trunks and boughs are buried in thick moss
and lichen. The actual peak is a mass of tumbled rocks,
which, towards the south, fall away in a sheer precipice
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over & thousand feet in depth. ~Some of the higher hills
near Japvo have steep grassy slopes, studded with rocks
and boulders, and are almost entirely destitute of tree
growth; a characteristic which is still more strongly
marked in the portion of the range that 1o beyond the
frontier of Manipur. In the neighbourhood of Kohima
the valleys are broad, the slopes of the hills are fairly
eagy, and have, to a great extent, been brought under
cultivation, and the scenery is, for a hill district, un-
usually tame. The lower hills are not so healthy and are
in consequence but sparsely peopled. The outer ranges
on the north are for the most part covered with heavy
jungle, and the intervening valleys afford a'home for
elephants and other varieties of big game.

The Barail and the Japvo range of mountams form
the watershed of the district, and, as they are
geldom more than ten or fifteen miles from the
western boundary, none of the rivers that come tumbling
down their slopes have time to attain to any considerable
dimensions before they enter Sibsagar or Nowgong.
Almost as far north as Mokokchung, the whole of the
drainage of the north-western face of the hills ultimately
finds its way into the Dhansiri, The Dhansiri itself ‘rises
in the south-west corner of the Naga Hills, below the
Laishiang peak, and flows a north-westerly course for
about fifteen miles. It then turns at right angles to the
north-east, and as far as Dimapur forms the northern
boundary of the district. As it flows along a few
miles from the outer range of hills it receives a large
number of tributaries. But, with the exception of the
Diphupani, they are all of them small and unimportant,






