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ting the data they have not been considered. But out of
the remaining 38 clans, Marbaniang clan is found in 6 (out
of the 8 selected villages). These villages are Ladmawreng,
Laitjem, Mawripih, Mawngap, Mawtnen and Mawmaram. There
is 1 clan namely, Kharbyngngar which is found in 4 villages
namely, Ladmawreng, Laitjem, Mawripih and Mawmaram. There
are 3 clans namely, Pathaw, Nongkhlaw and Mawlong which
are found in 3 villages. People belonging to Pathaw clan
are found in Laitumiong, lLaitjem and Mawtnen, Nongkhlaw
clan in Laitumiong, Mawripih and Mawtnen, and Mawlong clan
is found in Laitumiong, Mawtnen and Mawmaram. But there
are also clans in Mawphlang C.D. Block which are distributed
only in 1 or in 2 of the selected villages. These clans
are Syndor, Basaiawmoit, Shabong, Wankhar, Wahlang, Mawnai,
Thabah, Lyngdoh Mawnai, Kharthangmaw, Namshieh, Warshabong,
Sohtun, Kharsohnoh, Langstieh, Kurbah, Kharjana, Thawmuit,
Nongbri, Khapew, Kharbuki, Kharmalki, Kharpran, Dohtdong,
Nongrum, Thangkhiew, Rynjah, Rangslang, Kurkalang, Kharsati,

Kharpuri, Pyngrope and Warjri (see Map 11).

The relative significance of these clans in the

sclected villages may be shown in the following table.
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St.
No.

Name of the clans

Number of villages
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11.
12.
13.
14.
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20.
21.
22.
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27.
28.
29.

Marbaniang
Kurbah
Kharbyngngar
Rangslang
Warjri
Pathaw
Nongkhlaw
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Thawmuit
Nongbri
Khapew
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Pyngrape
Laloo

Syndor
Shabong
Wankhar
Wahlang
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S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

30. Sohtun 1
31. Khar jana 1
32. Kharbuki 1
33. Kharmalki 1
34. Kharpran 1
35. Dohtdong 1
36. Nongrum 1
37. Thangkhiew 1
38. Kharsyntiew 1
39. Kharpuri 1
40, Hynniewta 1
41, Kurbah 1
42. Khasen 1
43, Nongrang 1
44 . War 1
45. Diengdoh 1
46 . Nongsie] 1
47 . Jana 1
48. Mallai 1
49. Lamare 1
50. Phira 1

S. Mawryngkneng Community Development Block
There are 64 villages in the Mawryngkneng C.D. Block.
Out of thesc the following 8 villages have been selected

and mapped (Map 12).
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1) Tynring

2) Sohryngkham
3) Ummir

4) Diengpasoh
5) Puriang

6) Umphrup

7) Smit

8) Mawryngkneng

In these selected villages, Khasis belonging to
54 different clans are found. However, the population of
14 of these clans is quite insignificant and that is why
while making the maps they have not been . considered and
plotted. Out of the remaining 40 clans, Kharumnuid clan
is found in S5 (out of the 8 selected villages) villages
namely, Tynring, Sohryngkham, Ummir, Umphrup and Smit. There
are 5 clans namely, Kharmalki, Sohtun, Mukhim, Marboh and
Kharsati which are found in 3 villages. People belonging
to Kharmalki clan are found in Tynring, Sohryngkham and
Smit, Sohtun clan are found in Puriang, Umphrup and Mawryng-
kneng. Mukhim clan is found in Diengpasoh, Puriang and Maw-
ryngkneng. Marboh clan in Tynring, Diengpasoh and Mawryng-
kneng and Kharsati clan is found in Diengpasoh and Mawryng-
kneng. But there also clans in the C.D. Block which are

distributed only in 1 or in 2 of the selected villages.
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These clans are Nongbri, Nongstein, Khyriem, Nongkynrih,
Khar-rngi, Kharmih, Kharmujai, Warlapih, Mawthoh, Marbaniang,
Kurkalang, Lyngdoh-sla, Nongpluh, Lawai, Kharlukhi, Kharsunai,
Mynsong, Synnah, Nongdhar, Kharmuti, Syiem, Nongrum, Kharna-
ior, Swer, Kharbuli, Kharpran, Nongkhlaw, Pyngrope, Wahlang,

Mylliemngap, Nongbet, Nongspung, Mawrie and Kharkon (see

Map 13).

o

The relative significance of these clans in the

selected villages may be shown in the following table.

S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No

1. Kharmujai 5
2. Kharmalki 3
3. Warlapih 3
4. Mukhim 3
5. Marboh 3
6. Kharsati 3
7. Nongbri 2
8. Sohtun 2
9. Mawthoh 2
10. Marbaniang 2
11. Kharlukhi 2
12, Synnah 2
13. Nongrum 2
14. Pyngrope 2
15 Wahlang 2
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S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

16. Nongstein 1
17. Khyriem 1
18. Nongkynrih 1
19. Khar-rngi 1
20. Kharumnuid 1
21. Kurkalang 1
22. Lyngdoh-sla 1
23. Nongpluh 1
24. Lawai 1
25. Kharsumai 1
26. Mynsong 1
27. Nongdhar 1
28. Kharmuti 1
29. Syiem 1
30. Kharnaior 1
31. Swer 1
32. Kharbuli 1
33. Kharpran 1
34. Nongkhlaw 1
35. Mylliemngap 1
36. Nongbet 1
37. Nongspung 1
38. Mawrie 1
39. Kharkon 1
40. Hadem 1
41. Warjri 1
42. Mawroh 1
43. Lynrah 1
44, Kharsohnoh 1
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S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

45. Shrieh 1
46. Nongrang 1
47. Basaiawmoit 1
48. Warjri 1
49. Dkhar 1
50. Kharbihkhiew 1
51. Warkhyllew 1
52. Kharmomtiah 1
53. Diengdoh 1

6. Pynursla Community Development Block
In these C.D. Block where are 127 villages. Out
of these the following 8 villages have been selected and

mapped (Map 14).

1) Mawkajem

2) Nongsohphan
3) Laitlyngkot
4) Nongjribah
5) Lapalang

6) Myllat

7) Mawlam

8) Mawkyrthiap
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In these selected villages, Khasi belonging to 40
different clans arc found. Howcver, the population of 15
clans are quite insignificant and that is why, while calcu-
lating the data they have not been considered. But out
of the remaining 25 clans, they have been shown in the
map. The clan Khongsdir is found in all the 8 selected
villages namely, Mawkajem, Nongsohphan, Laitlyngkot, Nong-
jribah, Lapalang, Myllat, Mawlam and Mawkyrthiap. There
is 1 clan namely, Khongtim is found only in 5 of the selec-
ted villages namely, Mawkajem, Laitlyngkot, Myllat, Mawlam
and Mawkyrthiap. There are also 6 clans which are found
in 4 villages. These clans are Khongjawer, Mawpling, Buh-
phang, Wankon, Khonglam and Khongthoh. People belonging
to Surong clan are found in villages of Mawkajem, Lapalang,
Laitlyngkot and Myllat, Mawpling in Mawkajem, Nongsohphan,
Mawlam and Mawkyrthiap; Buhphang in Mawkajem, Laitlyngkot,
Nongjribah and Mawkyrthiap; Wankon in Mawkajem, Nongjribah,
Myllat and Mawlam; Khonglam in Nongjribah, Lapalang, Myllat
and Mawkyrthiap and Khongthoh clan is found in Nongsohphan,
Laitliyngkot, Myllat and Mawkyrthiap. There are 2 <clans
namely, Khongkhlad and Massar are found in 3 villages.
People belonging to Khongkhlad clan are found in Nongsohphan
Lapalang and Myllat. Massar clan in Nongsohphan, Laitlyngkot
and Nongjribhah. But there arc also clans which are distribu-

ted only in L or in 2 of the selected villages. These clans
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are Surong,

Tangsong,

Khongkrom,

Nongrum,

Khongjee,
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Ryngat,

Mawkon, Khongkai, Masynting, Khongmalai, Khongwir, Khongsip,

Khongdup, Shabong and Laso (see Map 15).

The

relative

significance

of

these

clans

in the

selected villages may be shown in the following table.

4
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S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

22. Khongwir 1
23. Massar 1
24, Khongsip 1
25. Laso 1
26. Khongsdoh 1
27. Sohtun 1
28. Kharbihkhiew 1
29. Warkhyllew 1
30. Tron 1
31. Majaw 1
32. Sohkhlet 1
33, Manar 1
34. Dkhar 1
35. Pohthmi 1
36. Tongper 1
37. Nongkhlaw 1
38. Japang 1
39. Synrem 1
40. Sohkhlet 1

7. Shella-Bholaganj Community Development Block

In

villages.

the Shella-Bholaganj C.D. Block, there are 172

Out of these the following 8 villages have been

selected and mapped (Map 16).
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1) Sder

2) Mawsahew
3) Tyrna

4) Bholaganj
5) Mawmluh
6) Mawlong
7) Sohrarim

8) Mawkdok

In these selected villages, Khasi belonging to 53
different clans are found. Héwever, the population of 14
clans are quite insignificant and that is why, while calcu-
lating the data, they have not been considered. But out
of the remaining 39 clans, these have been shown and mapped.
Sawian and Wahlang clans are found in 4 (out of the 8 selec-
ted villages). Sawian clan are found in Tyrna, Mawmluh,
Mawlong and Sohrarim; Wahlang clan in Mawsahew, Tyrna,
Bholaganj and Mawkdok. There are 4 clans namely, Buhphang,
Tariang, Chyne and Syiemlieh clans which are found in 3
villages each. People belonging to Buhphang clan are found
in Sder, Bholaganj and Mawkdok. Tariang clan in Sdgr, Maw-
mluh and Sohrarim. Chyne clan in Tyrna, Mawlong and Sohrarim
and Syiemlieh clan in Mawsahew, Tyrna and Bholaganj. But
there are also clans which are distributed only in 1 or

in 2 of the selected villages. These clans are Khongshei,



SHELLA BHOLAGANJ C. D.BLOCK
DISTRIBUTION OF CLANS IN SEL-
ECTED VILLAGES

2 1 01 23 asKMm

MAWKDO

" SOHRARIM

TYRNA
"’
‘ SAWIAN
BHOLAJANG . WAHLANG
MAWLONG

‘ SYIEMLIEH . TARIANG
O NONGKYNRIH. BUHPHANG

O ynran @cne

-..,

© DIENGDOH @ porkrUD  (5) SYIEM

(P) PHABONG  (N) NONGRUM (L) LYNDEM (W) WANSAl (8) BASAN
(B) KHARSHANDY((R) PAHSYNTIEW (%) SWER (K) KHARPURI (S) SOHTUN
(M) MARBANIANG (5) siye T T (D) DKHAR (%) KHONG (Z) LYNGSKOR
KHARMUTI  (R) REINBORN () JYRWA (K3) KHONGWET (H) SYNREM

@mancianc @ oTHers @) Rvnca () kYnsHaH  (U) KHYLLEP

@y WARJRI (T) TOING (£S) KHONGSNE! (X) MAWA

MAP |7




75

Tding, Khongwet, Rynga, Khongti, Kynshah, Synrem, Khyllep,
Mawa, Lyngskor, Nongkynrih, Lynrah, Diengdoh, Warjri, Doh-
krud, Malngiang, Syiem, Kharshandy, Marbaniang, Kharmuti,
Shabong, Nongrum, Swer, Lyndem, Dkhar, Wansai, Swett, Rein-
born, Basan, Pahsyntiew, Sohtun, Kharpuri and Jyrwa (see

Map 17).

The relative significant of these clans in the selec-

ted villages may be shown in the following table.

21. Name of the clans Number of villages
o

1. Sawian 4
2. Wahlang 4
3. Buhphang 3
4. Tariang 3
5. Chyne 3
6. Syiemlieh 3
7. Nongkynrih 2
8. Lynrah 2
9. Diengdoh 2
10. Dohkrud 2
11 Syiem 2
12. Shabong 2
13. Nongrum 2
14. Lyndem 2
15. Wansai 2
16. Basan 2
17. Pahsyntiew 2
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Sl. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

18. Khongshei 1
19.  Tding g 1
20. Khongwet 1
21. Rynga 1
22. Khongti 1
23. Kynshah 1
24. Synrem i
25. Khyllep 1
26. Mawa 1 B
27. Lyngskor 1
28. Warjri 1
29. Malngiang 1
30. Kharshandy 1
31. Marbaniang 1
32. Kharmuti 1
33. Swer 1
34.  Dkhar 1
35. Swett 1
36. Reinborn 1
37. Sohtun 1
38. Kharpuri 1
39. Jyrwa 1
40. Rajee 1
41. Bamon 1
42. Thabah 1
43. Nongbri 1
44, Tangngap 1
45, Lyngdoh 1
46 . Mukhim 1
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S1.
No.

Name of the clans

Number of villages

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Lyngdoh
Sohkhlet
Shanpru
Rani
Lyngdoh
Lona
Laloo

L T o N G U

8. Mawsynram Community Developmenf Block

In the Mawsynram C.D.

Clock there are 154 villages

and out of these, the following 8 villages have been selec-

ted and mapped (Map 18).

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)

Mawliehpoh
Laitdiker
Mawrapat
Nonglait
Mawpen
Nongkriah
Mawsynram

Weiloi

In these selected villages,

different clans are found. However,

Khasi belonging to 28

the populatioh of 10
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of these clans is quite insignificant and that is why while
calculating the data they have not been considered. But
out of the remaining 18 clans they have been mapped and
shown. Marbaniang clan is found distributed in all of the
8 selected villages namely, Mawliehpoh, Laitdiker, Mawrapat,
Nonglait, Mawpen, Nongkriah, Mawsyunram and Weiloi. There
are 2 clans namely, Nongtalang and. Swer which are found
in 7 of the selected villages. People belonging to Nongta-
lang clan are found in Mawliehpoh, Laitdiker, Nonglait,
Mawpen, Nongkriah, Mawsynram and Weiloi. Swer clan in Maw-
liehpoh, Laitdiker, Mawrapat, Nonglait, Mawpen, Mawsynram
and Weiloi. There 1is 1 clan Sawkmie which 1is found only
in 5 villages namely, Laitdiker, Mawrapat, Nonglait, Mawsyn-
ram and Weiloi. There are 3 clans namely, Manar, Nongjry
and Nongkhlaw which are found in 4 villages. People belong-
ing to Manar clan are found in villages Mawrapat, Mawpen,
Nongkriah and Weiloi. Nongjri clan in Mawrapat, Mawpen,
Nongkriah and Mawsynram. Nongkhlaw c¢lan in Mawliehpoh,
Laitdiker, Nonglait and Mawpen. There is also 3 clans namely
Kharshandy, Xharpuri and Dohling which is found in 3 vil-
lages. Clan belonging to Kharshandy are found in Nonglait,
Mawpen and Mawsynram. Kharpuri clan in Mawliehpoh, Laitdiker,
and Nongkriah and Dohling clan in Mawliehpoh, Laitdiker
and Nongkriah. But there are also clan which arc found

i | or 2 of the sclected villages. These clans are Kharsati,
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Nongbri, Warkhyllew, Saibon, Khar-iir, Malai-Sohmat

lLyngdoh (see Map 19).

The

relative significance

of these <clans in

selected villages may be shown in the following table.
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and

the

S1.

Name of the clans

Number of villages
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S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

23. Langrin 1

24. Jyrwa 1

25. Dkhar 1

26. Kharsati 1

27. Sohmat 1

28. Diengdoh 1

9. Mawkynrew Community Development Block
In the Mawkynrew C.D. Block there are 68 villages
and out of these the following 8 villages have been selected

and mapped (Map 20).

1) Nongjrong
2) Wahlyngdoh
3) Thangsning
4) Wahlakhiat
5) Rapleng

6) Nohron

7) Ksanrngi
8) Jongksha

In these selected villages, Khasi people belonging

to 40 different clans are found. However, the population
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of 11 of these clans is quite insignificant and therefore,
while calculating the data they have not been considered.
Out of the remaining 29 clans. Nongkhlaw and Mukhim clans
are found in 5 (out of the selected 8 villages) villages.
People belonging to Nongkhlaw clan are found in Nongjrong,
Wahlakhiat, Rapleng, Nohron and Jongksha. Mukhim clan in
Nongjrong, Thangsning, Wahlakhiat, Nohron and Jongksha.
There are 3 clans namely, Nonglyer, Nongrum and Kharumnuid
which are found in 4 villages. People belonging to Nonglyer
clan are found in Nongjrong, Wahlakhiat, Rapleng and Jong-
ksha. Nongrum clan in Wahlyngdoh, Thangsning, Rapleng and
Jongksha and Kharumnuid clans in Nongjrong, Wahlyngdoh,
Thangsning and Ksanrngi. There are also clans which are
found in 3 wvillages namely, clan Kharmih, Kharbihkhiew,
Kharbuli and Kharpran. The villages in which they are found
are Kharmih clan in Nongjrong, Ksanrngi and Jongksha.

Kharbihkhiew clan in Wahlyngdoh, Nohron and Ksanrngi. Khar-
buli clan in Thangsning, Wahlakhiat and Ksanrngi and Khar-
pran clan in Thangsning, Wahlakhiat and Rapleng. But we
also find that there are few clans which are distributed
only in 1 or 2 of the selected villages. These clans are
Pyngrope, Marboh, Khyriem, Nongkynrih, Mynsong, Suting,
Kurkalang, Nongstein, Kharmuti, Wanshong, Kharbyngar, Nong-
bri, Muthoh, Khar-rngi, Kharmujai, Wankhar, Wanswet, War-

khyllew, Kharsahnoh and Sohtun (sce Map 21).
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of these <c¢lans 1in the

in the following

table.

St. Name of the clans Number of villages
No

1. Nongkhlaw 5
2. Mukhim 5
5. Nonglyer 4
4. Nongrum 4
5. Kharumnuid 4
6. Kharmih 3
7. Kharbihkhiew 3
8. Kharbuli 3
9. Kharpran 3
10. Pyngrope 2
11. Marboh 2
12. Khyriem 2
13. Mynsong 2
14. Suting 2
15. Nongbri 2
16. Muthoh 2
17. Khar-rngi 2
18. Kharmujai 2
19. Warkhyllew 2
20. Nongkynrih 1
21. Kurkalang 2
22. Nongstein 1
23. Kharmuti 1
24. Wanshong 1
25. Kharbyngar 1
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S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

26. Wankhar 1
27. Wanswett 1
28. Kharsahnoh 1
29. Sohtun 1
30. Lawai 1
31. Diengdoh 1
32. Kharkongor 1
33, Mawthoh 1
34. Shabong 1
35. Khonglam 1
36. Jyrwa 1
37. Langstieh 1
38. Lyngdoh 1
39. Lartang 1
40. Jyrwa 1
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10. West Khasi Hills

From the West Khasi Hills district, there are 4
Community Development Blocks namely, (1) Mairang, (2) Maw-

kyrwat, (3) Nongstoin, and (4) Mawshynrut.

Similarly, in the West Khasi Hills, 8 villages have

been selected from each C.D. Block.

Mairang Community Development Block

In the Mairang C.D. Block there are 122 villages
and out of these the following 8 villages have been selected

and mapped (Map 22).

1) Kynrud

2) Langtor
3) Mairang
4) Nongrimai
5) Mawnai

6) Nongkrem
7) Nongum
8) Lyngkhoi

In these selected viliages, Khasi belonging to 41
different clans are found. However, the population of 9
of these clans are quite insignificant and that is why
while calculating the data they have not been considered.

But out of the remaining 32 clans, these have been mapped
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and plotted. Nongsiej clan is found in 5§ (out of § selected
villages). These villages are Langtor, Nongrimai, Mawnai,
Nongum and Lyngkhoi. There is 3 clans namely, Marbaniang,
Lyngdoh Mawnai and Rani which are found in 4 villages each.
People belonging to Marbaniang clan are found in Kynnud,
Mawnai, Nongum and Lyngkhoi, Lyngdoh Mawnai in Langtor,
Mairang, Nongrmai and Lyngkhoi and Rani clan is found in
Nongrmai, Mawnai, Nongkrem and Lyngkhoi. There are also
4 clans namely, Mawblei, Ryntathiang, Nongrum and Syiemlieh
which are found in 3 villages. People belonging to Mawblei
clan are found in Kynnud, Nongrmai, and Nongum. Ryntathiang
clan in Kynnud, Nongrmai and Mawnai, Nongrum clan in Langtor
Nongkrem and Nongum and Syiemlieh in Langtor, Mairang,
and Lyngkhoi. But we also found that there are few clans
which are distributed only in 1 or in 2 of the selected
villages. These clans are Sohshang, Kharsyntiew, Mawlong,
Mawnai, Lyngdoh-Kynsi, Lyngdoh, Lyngkhoi, Pariong, Lyngdoh
Mawlong, Kynsen, Warshabong, Kharmawlong, Syiem, Nongrang,
Basaiawmoit, Jyrwa, Nongphot, Thabah, Myrthong, Mawpni,

Mawtyllup, Jana, War, Mairang and Shangoi (see Map 23).

For a better understanding of the relative signifi-
cance of these clans in the selected villages, the following

table may be seen.
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S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No

1. Nongsiej 5
2. Marbaniang 4
3. Lyngdoh Mawnai 4
4, Syiem 4
5. Mawblei 3
6. Ryntathiang 3
7. Nongrum 3
8. Syiemlieh 3
9. Sohshang 2
10. Mawlong 2
11. Mawnai 2
12. Lyngdoh 2
13. Lyngkhoi 2
14. Pariong 2
1S. Lyngdoh-Mawlong 2
16. Kharmawlong 2
17. Nongrang 2
18. Kharsyntiew 1
19. Lyngdoh-Kynsi 1
20. Kynsen 1
21 Warshabong 1
22. Rani 1
23. Basaiawmoit 1
24, Jyrwa 1
25. Nongphut 1
26. Thabah 1
27. Myrthong 1
28. Mawpni 1
29. Mawtyllup 1
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S1.
No.

Name of the clans

Number of villages

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Jana

War
Shangoi
Mawdoh
Dkhar
Nongbri
Shabong
Kurbah
Larthang
Myrsiang
Mawdoh

R o T = - Y S Sy S SN

Nongstoin Community Development Block

In the Nongstoin C.D.

Block there are 226 villages

and out of these the following 8 villages have been selected

and mapped (Map 24).

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Mawdoh
Mawdet
Maweit
Koirang
Nongkulang
Rongdu
Byrki

Nongspung
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In these selected villages, Khasi people belonging
to 34 different clans are found. However, the population
of 8 of these clans is quite insignificant and that is
why while calculating the data they have not been consider-
ed. But out of the remaining 26 clans they have been consi-
dered and mapped. Lyngkhoi and Nongsiej clans are found
in 6 (out of the selected 8 villages). The clan Lyngkhoi
is found in Mawdon, Mawdet, Maweit, Kojrang, Nongkulang,
and Byrki, and clan Nongsiej is found in Mawdet, Maweit, -
Nongkulang, Rongdu, Byrki -and Nongspung. There 1is 1 clan
Myrthong . which is found in S of the 7 selected villages.
These villages are Mawdoh, Maweit, Koirang, Nongkulang
and Nongspung. There are 2 clans which are found in 4 vil-
lages. People belonging to Maw}ieh clan is found‘in Mawdoh,
Mawdet, Nongkulang and Rongdu and Syiemiong clan in Mawdet,
Koirang, Byrki and Nongspung. We also find that about 6
clans namely, Wanniang, Thongni, Shangdiar, Iawphniaw,
Syiemlieh and Puwein are found in 3 villages each. Wanniang
clan is found in Mawdoh, Mawdet, and Koirang. Thongni clan
in Mawdoh. Rongdu and Byrki. Shangdiar in Maweit, Koirang
and Rongdu, Iawphniaw in Koirang, Nongkulang and Byrki,
Syiemlieh in Nongkulang, Byrki and Nongspung and Puwein
clans in Nongkulang, Rongdu and Nongspung. But in the same
C.D. Block we also have clans which are distributed only

in 1 or in 2 of the selected villages. These clans are
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Nongdom, Thabah, Marwein, Kynshi, Nongphud, Marbaniang,
Langrin, Jyrwa, Pariong, Dewsaw, Sangoi, Syiem, Nonglang,

l.yngdoh and Nongshlong (see Map 25).

The relative significance of the clans in the selec-

ted villages are shown in the following table.

S1l. Name of the clans Number of villages
No

1. Lyngkhoi 6
2. Nongsiej 6
3. Myrthong 5
4. Mawlieh 4
5. Syicmiong 4
6. Wanniang 3
7. Thongni 3
8. Shangdiar 3
9. ITawphniaw 3
10. Syiemlieh 3
11. Puwein 3
12. Nongphud 2
13. Langrin 2
14. Pariong 2
15. Dewsaw 2
16. Lyngdoh 2
17. Nongshlong 2
18. Nongdom 1
19. Thabah 1
20. Marwein 1
21 Kynshi 1
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S1.
No.

Name of the clans

Number of villages

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Marbaniang
Jyrwa
Shangoi
Syiem
Nonglang
Diengdoh
Kharbani
Nongrum
Mawlam
Nongsiang
Marngar
Dkhar

Paliar

I Tl e e S S Gy S S S O S S ST G Y

Mawkyrwat Community Development Block

In the Mawkyrwat C.D.

Block there are 181 villages

and out of these the following 8 villages have been selected

and mapped (Map 26).

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

Jakrem
Thangrai
Mawsaw
Nongkynbah

Demnar
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6) Mawkhicw
7) Mawkohpet

8) Umkrem

In these selected villages, Khasi people belonging
to 33 different clans are found. However, the population
of 7 of these clans if quite insignificant and that 1is
why while calculating the data they have not been considered
but out of the remaining 26 clans, they have been consi-

dered.

Nongbet and Myrthong clans are found in 5 (out of
the 8 selected villages). Nongbet clan is found in villages
Jakrem, Nongkynbah, Mawkhiew, Mawkohphet and Umkrem, and
Myrthong clan in Jakrem, Thanrai, Mawsaw, Mawkhiew and
Mawkohphet. There are 2 clans namely, Langrin and Mawsor
which are found in 4 villages. Langrin clan is found in
Jakrem, Thangrai, Mawsaw and Umkrem, and Mawsor clan in
Jakrem, Thangrai, Mawsaw and Demnar. There are also clans
Puwein, Lyngkhoi, Sohshang, Thongni, Wanniang, Rongrin
and Marngar which are found in 3 of the selected villages
each. People belonging to Puwein clan are found in Thangrai,
Mawsaw and Umkrem, Lyngkhoi clan in Nongkynbah, Mawkohphet
and Umkrem, Sohshang clan in Jakrem, Nongkynbah and Umkrem.
Thongni clan is found in villages Jakrem, Nongkynbah and

Mawkhiew. Wanniang clan in Thangrai, Nongkynbah and Decmnar.
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Rongrin clan in Jakrem, Thangrai and Mawsaw and clan Marngar
is found in Thangrai, Mawsaw and Demnar. But there are
also clans i1n the Mawkyrwat C.D. Block which are distributed
only in 1 or in 2 of the selected villages. These clans
are lawphniaw, Kharbani, Nonglang, Nongbri, Tynsa, Mawlieh,
Sohlmar, Ryntong, Dkhar, Dewsaw, Nongmawlong, Bynsat, Mar-

wein, Lyngdoh and Iangiong (see Map 27).

The relative significance of these clans 1in the

selected villages are shown in the following table.

S1. Name of the clans Number of villages
No

1. Myrthong 5
2. Nongbet 5
3. Langrin 4
4. Mawsor 4
5. Puwein 3
6. Lyngkhoi 3
7. Sohshang 3
8. Thongni 3
9. Wanniang 3
10. Rongrin 3
11. Marngar 3
12. Tawphniaw 2
13. Kharbani 2
14. Nongbri 2
15. Mawlieh 2
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Sl. Name of the clans Number of villages
No.

16. Sohlmar 2

17. Dkhar 2

18. Dewsaw 2

19. Nongmawlong 2

20. Bynsat 2

21. Marwein 2

22. Nonglang 1

23. Tynsa 1

24. Ryntong 1

25. Lyngdoh 1

26. ITangiong 1 .
27. Wahlang 1

28. Syiem 1

29. Syiemiong 1

30. Nongsie] 1

31. Jyrwa 1

32. Sangoi 1

33. Marngar 1

On the basis of the distribution pattern of Khasi
Clans in the selected villages of the Khasi Hills, following

observations may be made.

1) There are some clans which are found in both

East and West Khasi Hills. Though, it will not be correct
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to make a final judgement on the basis of sample survey
of this kind, however, it is not unjustified to come to
the conclusion that these clans arc among the most important
clan of Khasis. There are 14 clans which were found distri-
buted throughout the region, are Nongrum, Nongbri, Lyngdoh,
Marbaniang, Dkhar, Syiem, Diengdoh, Rani, Thabah, Syiemlieh,
Kharsyntiew, Wahlang, Nongbet and Syiemiong. The Nongrum
clan is found in 8 of the 12 C.D. Blocks, surveyed (7 in
LFast Khasi [lills and 1 in the West Khasi Hills). In these
C.D. Blocks they are found in 16 out of the 96 villages
surveyed (13 in the East Khasi Hills and 3 in the West
Khasi Hills). The Nongbri clan is found in 7 C.D. Blocks
(5 in East and 2 in West), and in 11 villages (7 in East
and 4 in West). Lyngdoh clan is also found in 7 C.D. Blocks
(4 in East and 3 in West) and in 11 villages (3 in East
and 8 in West) and in 11 villages (6 in East and 5 in West).
The Thabah clan is found in 4 C.D. Block (3 in East and
1 in West) and in 9 villages (6 in East and 3 in West).
Clan Syiemlieh 1is found in 3 C.D. Blocks (1 in East and
2 in West) and in 9 villages (3 in East and 6 in West).
Kharsyntiew clan is found in C.D. Blocks (2 in East and
1 in West) and in 7 villages (3 in East anf 4 in West).
Wahlang clan 1is also found in 3 C.D. Blocks (2 in East
and 1 in West) and in 5 villages (2 in East and 3 in West).

Nongbet clan 1is found in 2 C.D. Blocks (1 in East and 1
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in West) and found in 5 villages (1 in the East and 4 in
the West). These are the clans which are found mainly in

the Bast and West Khasi Hills.

2) There are certain clans which were not found
in any of the villages of West Khasi Hills, however, they
are quite important in East Khasi Hills. The clans which
have been found in 3 or more C.D. Blocks of East Khasi
Hills are as follows, Nongkhlaw, Kharbuli, Kharpran, Pyng-
rope, Swer, Sohtun, Kharpuri, Kharmalki, Khyriem, Kharumnuia
Kharmuti, Mallai, Mynsong, Mukhim, Wankhar, Marboh and
Warkhyllew. The Nongkhlaw clan is found in 5 out of the
9 C.D. Blocks in East Khasi Hills. Thecre they arc found
in 14 villages out of 72 wvillages surveyed. Sohtun clan
is also found in S C.D. Blocks and they are found in 9
villages and Kharbuli clan is found in 5 C.D. Blocks and
in 11 villages. The clan Kharpran is found in 4 C.D. Blocks
and in 6 villages clan Pyngrope is found in 4 C.D. Blocks
and in 8 villages. Swer have been found in 4 C.D. Blocks
and in 13 villages. But there are clans which are found
only in 3 C.D. Blocks. The clan Kharpuriis found in 3 C.D.
Blocks and in 5 villages, clan Kharsati is found in § C.D.
Blocks and in 6 villages, Khyriem clan is found in 3 C.D.
Blocks and in 4 villages, Kharumnuid clan is found in 3

C.D. Blocks and in 10 villages, Kharmuti clan is found

-
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in 3 C.D. Blocks and in 3 villages. Mallai clan is found
in 3 C.D. Blocks and is found in 3 C.D. Blocks and in 8
villages. Mynsong clan is found in 3 C.D. Blocks and 1in
4 villages. Mukhim clan is found in C.D. Blocks and in
9 villages. Wankhar clan is found in 3 C.D. Blocks and
in 6 villages, clan Warkhyllew is found in 3 C.D. Blocks
and in 8 villages and Marboh clan is found in 3 C.D. Blocks

and in 6 villages.

3) The important clans of West Khasi Hills which
were found in 2 C.D. Blocks out of the 3 surve;ed, are
11. The important clans are: Lyngkhoi, Pariong, Kharbani,
Myrthong, Mawlieh, Marwein, Puwein, Thongni, Iawphniaw,
Dewsaw and Wanniang. The Lyngkhoi clan is found in all
the 3 C.D. Blocks surveyed in the West Khasi Hills. This
clan is found in 15 villages out of the 24 villages surveyed.
Pariong clan is also found in 3 C.D. Blocks and in 15 vil-
lages in West Khasi Hills. The Kharbani clan is found in
Z C.D. Blocks and they are found in 7 villages, Myrthong
clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and in 9 villages. Clan
Mawlieh 1is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and distributed in 7
villages. Marwein is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and in 2 vil-
lages. Clan Puwein is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and in 7 vil-

lages. Thongni clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and in 7

villages. The clan Iawphniaw is found in 2 C.D. Blocks
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and distributed in 8 villages. Dewsaw clan is found in
2 C.D. Blocks and found distributed in 5 villages and Wan-

niang clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and distributed in

7 villages.

4) Apart from the above important clans of East
or both East and West Khasi Hills there are certain less
important clans found only in 1 or 2 C.D. Blocks of East
Khasi Hills. These clans are Basaiawmoit, Bamon, Basan,
Buhphang, Chyne, Dohling, ﬁohkrud, Hynniewta, Jana, Klein,
Khyndeit, Kharnaior, Kharthangmaw, Kharmulieh, Kshiar,
Kharkrang, Khongwir, Khongjoh, Kharsohnoh, Kharbyngar,
Kharjana, Khapew, Kurkalang, Khasen, Kharkongor, Kharkamni,
Kharlor, Kharbuki, Kharsohtun, Khar-iir, Kharsawian; Khar -
malki, Khar-rngi, Kharmujai, Kharsunai, Kharbon, Khongshai,
Khongwet, Khongti, Kynshah, Khyllep, Kharshandy, Kharhujon,
Kharbihkhiew, Khongsdir, Khongtim, Khongkrom, Khongjawer,
Khonglam, Khongthoh, Khongjee, Khongkhlad, Khongkai, Khong-
malai, Khongsip, Khongdup, Lapang, Langni, Langstieh, Laloo,
Lamare, Langknang, Lyngwa, Lyngdoh-sla, Lawai, Lyngskhor,
Lynrah, Lyndem, Laso, Makri, Mawkhroh, Maiong, Mawphniang,
Mynsing, Mawrie, Mylliem, Myrshiang, Majaw, Mawthoh, Mylliem-
ngap, Mawa, Malngiang, Manar, Mallai Sohmat, Muthoh, Maw-
pling, Mawbon, Masyntong, Massar, Nongmalieh, Nongkhud, -

Nongshli, Nongum, Namshieh, Nongbsap, Nongpiur, Nongrang,
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Nongpluh, Nongdhar, Nongspung, Nongtalang, Nongjri, Nongreng,
Nonglyer, Pathaw, Phangsho, Phira, Pahsyntiew, Ramdeh,
Ronglang, Rympeit, Rynshon, Rangdong, Rongshon, Rongpeit,
Rynjah, Ranglang, Rynga, Reinborn, Rumnong, Rapsang, Syl-
liang, Sumer, Suiam, Surong, Sunn, Synrem, Synnah, Sawiah,
Swett, Sawkmie, Saibon, Syndor, Suting, Sohshang, Tado,
Thangkhiew, Thawmuit, Pding, Pariong, Tangsong, Tongper,

Warshabong, Warjri, War, Warlapih, Wanshong and Wanswett.

5) Similarly, in the West Khasi Hills, there are
clans which are found and distributed only in 1 C.D. Block
out of the 3 surveyed. These are Bynsat, Kynsen, Kharmaw-
long, Lyngdoh-Mawlong, Langrin, Mawnai, Mawblei, Mawpni,
Mawtyllup, Mairang, Mawsor, Marngar, Nongmawlong, Nongdom,

Nongkhud, Nongshlong, Ryntathiang, Shangdiar and Sohmat.




CHAPTER V

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
AND CONCLUSIONS




SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

In this study an attempt had been made to understand
and analyse the Evolution and Distributional Pattern of
Khasi clans. This had been done by studying various aspects
of the physical setting of their homeland - the Khasi
hills. Their origin and the possible processes of their
migration to the Khasi hills had also been discussed.
In this study an attempt had been made to observe some
of the salient features of their culture. "The possible
bases of the formation of the Khasi clans had also been
speculated and analysed. Finally, an attempt had also
been made to observe and explain the present distribution
of the Khasi clans by selecting about 100 villages from
the region. On the basis of this analysis the following

conclusion emerges.

1) Physiographically although part of Meghalaya
Plateau, the Khasi hills have a highly dissected terrain
and have many broken hills. The physical barrier of Mohes-
khola Adaguri range separates Khasi Hills from Garo Hills.
Whereas there is no physical barrier between Khasi Hills
and Jaintia Hills. The Northern undulating hills which

are locally known as 'Ri Bhoi' region, slopes down towards
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the Brahmaputra valley. The Central Upland Zone locally
known as 'Ri Lum' is separated by fault line from the
northern part. It is an irregular plateau on the higher
elevation comprised of metamorphic rocks and small river
basin. The southern part of the region which is 1locally
known as 'Ri War', formed by a narrow belt full of oblong
and sturdy ridges abruptly terminating at the Surma Valley

forming a series of mounted valleys and deep gorges.

)

2) Central Upland Zone of form the watershed between
the tributaries of Brahmaputra and Surma rivers. The rivers
of the north drain the northern half of the hills to Brah-
maputra river system. The Southern half of the hills is
drained by the rivers of Surma river system. There are
many rapids and waterfalls around the Shillong indicating
the constant upliftment of the region. Many rivers have

their source in this area.

3) The Khasi hills have a temperate climate. Except
the border areas on the North and South which have a compa-
ratively warmer weather. The Central part of the region
receives the highest rainfall average being 700 inches.
The rainfall although sufficient, throughout is very high
in the 'Ri War' region and comparatively less in 'Ri Lum'
and 'Ri Bhoi' region in the same order. Temperature in

the Khasi Hills are mainly governed by the altitude -
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thus the Central Upland Zone is the coolest area of the

Khasi hills.

4) The Khasi hills being a region of undulating
slopes dissected ridges and deep gorges have limited flat
land, in the borad river valleys. However, the soil which
are found in this region are quite fertile and may help
in the growth of various crops in this region depending

upon the altitude and angle of slopes.

5) Natural vegetation growth is rich in the Khasi
hills. Numerous trees are found in the hills and plains.
Forest cover are of tropical and evergreen types. Various
trees such as sal, teak which are found in the northern
part of the region. Pine trees are wide spread in the
Central tableland. A few opén tracts in the 'Ri Lum' forms

pastures and grasslands.

6) Khasi hills has a rich deposits of minerals
resources but due to lack of proper survey and means of
communication they have not been properly tapped. The
principal mineral found in this region are coal, limestone,
siliminite, gypsum, comendum, glass sand etc. These mine-
rals are found in the areas of Cherrapunjee, Shella, Lait-

lyngkot, Mawphlang and Laitryngew. Siliminite deposit

hills district.
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7) The Khasis are perhaps the first community which
occupied the North East region and in particular the Khasi
hills. However, before their arrival to Khasi hills, they
might have first settled in the adjoining plains of Brahma-
putra. The Khasi living in different parts of Khasi hills
acquired different names e.g., the Lyngams, the Bhois,
the Wars and the Khynriams. These subgroups of the Khasis
have their distinct culture and dialects distinguishing

them from each other.

8) However, on the basis of the physical appearance,
it may be said that Khasis resembles some communities
of Burma and South East Asia. Their materials culture
like Neoliths, Megaliths and Iron smelting in wmany ways
is similar to those of Malay Peninsula and Chota Nagpur
plateau region of Central 1India. Megaliths similar to
those of Khasi are found in Torkin of Indonesia and Burma.
Khasi system of iron smelting was found to be similar
to that of some tribes of Central India and Mon and Khmer

areas of Burma and Cambodia.

9) While discussing the problems of language, it
has been found that the Khasis speak a dialect of the
Monkhmer 1linguistic group. It has also been found that
Khasi language has many similarities with the othe; language

of Monkhmer linguistic group of Austric Family.
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10) The Khasis had their own traditional religion
'Seng Khasi'. But however, it has been found that due
to the impact of the activities of the Missionaries, majo-
rity of the Khasi have accepted Christianity as their
religion and it gives rise to various cultural changes

in the society.

11) On the question of inheritance and descent,
it has been found that Khasi female inherits most of the
ancestral property of the family. Even among the daughters
the youngest or Khadduh inherits and gets largest share

of the property. Similarly with the descent it has been

found that Matrilineal descent is followed where descent

is from the female side. This system of culture is also
found with the people of Cambodia, Mois of Loas and parts

of Thailand.

12) While analysing the institution of marriage
among the Khasis it was found that marriage cannot take
place between the persons of the same clan or even among
the related clans (both, either of mother or father).
So it was found that marriage has a vital factor in the

forming of new clans.

13) While identifying the areas of migration, it

was found that the Khasi migrated from South East Asia
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and Central India. The similarities of their <culture,
language, 1indicates that the Khasi migrated from these
regions. It has been found that they were the first commu-
nity to settle in the North Eastern Rcgion and in Khasi

Hills in particular.

14) While analysing the possible basis of formation
of Khasi clans it has been found that factors like marriage
migration, physical setting, change of religion and legends
were responsible for the formation of different clans.
In this regard it has observed that many clans were formed
as a matrimonial alliances between Khasi males and non-
Khasi females. Many of the clans starting with the word
Khar are said to have formed due to this type of marriage.
The formation of several new clans can be attributed to
the physical setting of the area which they occupied during
the later phase of their settlement. Some of the clans
formed on this basis are Nongrum, Nongneng and Nongpdeng.
Various new clans were formed due to constant movement
of Khasis within the Khasi Hills as evident from presence
of clans like Thangkhiew and Thabah. On the basis of the
profession or occupation originated <clans 1like Syiem,
Syiemlieh and Syiemiong as they became the ruling clan
of Khasis. Lyngdoh title has also been formed on the same

basis as Lyngdoh are Priests. However, Lyngdoh have their
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own separate original clans. Some clans have also been
formed on the basis of the change of religion among Khasis
as they accepted Christianity and started same. Numerous
clans have their origin in the mythology 1legends. Some

of these clans are Shrieh, Tham, Diengdoh and Thangkhiew.

15) While discussing the role and signifiéant of
Khasi clans it was found that clan identity of individual
plays a decisive role in the event of marriage. Marriage
is prohibited among two persons if there is any relation
among the clans of their parents. The existence of various
clan durbars do indicate a significant role of clans in
the Khasi society. However, only relatively important
clans have their own durbars, where generally matters
of the welfare of the clansmen are discussed. It has been

found that certain clans had even been responsible in

the establishment of various syiemship in Khasi hills.

16) There are some clans which are found in both
East and West Khasi Hills. Though, it will not be correct
to make a final judgement on the basis of sample survey
of this kind, however, it is not unjustified to come to
the conclusion that these clans are among the most impor-
tant clan of Khasis. There are 14 clans which were found
distributed throughout the region. The Nongrum clan 1is

found in 8 of the 12 C.D. Blocks, surveyed (7 in East
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Khasi Hills and 1 in the West Khasi Hills). In these- C.D.
Blocks they are found in 16 out of the 96 villages surveyed
(13 in the East Khasi Hills and 3 in the West Khasi Hills).
The Nongbri clan is found in 7 C.D. Blocks (5 in East
and 2 in West), and in 11 villages (7 in East and 4 in
West). Lyngdoh clan is also found in 7 C.D. Blocks (4 in
East and 3 in West) and in 11 villages (3 in East and
8 in West) and in 11 villages (6 in East and 5 in West).
The Thabah clan is found in 4 C.D. Block (3 in East and
1 in West) and in 9 villages (6 in East and 3 in Wesp).
Clan Syiemlieh is found in 3 C.D. Block (1 in East and
2 in West) and in 9 villages (3 in East and 6 in West).
Kharsyntiew clan is found in C.D. Blocks (2 in East and
1 in West) and in 7 villages (3 in East and 4 in West).
Wahlang clan is also found in 3 C.D. Blocks (2 in East
and 1 in West) and in 5 villages (2 in East and 3 in West).
Nongbet clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks (1 in East and
1 in West) and found in 5 villages (1 in the East and
4 in the West). These are the clans which are found mainly

in the East and West Khasi Hills.

17) There are certain clans which were not found
in any of the villages of West Khasi Hills, however, they
are quite important in East Khasi Hills. There are 17

clans which were found in 3 or more C.D. Blocks of East
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Khasi Hills. The Nongkhlaw clan is found in 5 out of the
9 C.D. Blocks in East Khasi Hills. There they are found
in 14 villages out of 72 villages surveyed. Sohtun clan
is also found in 5 C.D. Blocks and they are found in 9
villages and Kharbuli clan is found in 5 C.D. Blocks and
in 11 villages. The clan Kharpran is found in 4 C.D. Blocks
and in 6 villages. Clan Pyngrope is found in 4 C.D. Blocks
and in 8 villages. Swers have been found in 4 C.D. Blocks
and in 13 villages. But there are clans which are found
only in 3 C.D. Blocks. The clan Kharpun is found in 3
C.D. Blocks and in 5 villages, Clan Kharsati 1is found
in 3 C.D. Blocks and in 6 villages, Khyriem clan is found
yl 3 C.D. Blocks and in 4 villages, Kharumnuid clan is
found in 3 C.D. Blocks and in 10 villages, Kharmuti clan
is found in 3 C.D. Blocks and in 3 villages. Mallai clan
is found in 3 C.D. Blocks and is found in 3 C.D. Blocks
and in 8 villages. Mynsong clan is found in 3 C.D. Blocks
and in 4 villages. Mukhim clan is found in C.D. Blocks
and in 9 villages. Wankhar clan is found in 3 C.D. Blocks
and in 6 villages, Clan Warkhyllew is found in 3 C.D.
Blocks and in 8 villages and Marboh clan is found in 3

C.D. Blocks and in 6 villages.

18) The important clans of West Khasi Hills were

found in 2 C.D. Blocks out of the 3 surveyed, are 11.
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The 1important clans are: Lyngkhoi, Pariong, Kharbani,
Myrthong, Mawlieh, Marwein, Puwein, Thongni, Iawphniaw,
Dewsaw and Wanniang. The Lyngkhoi clan is found in all
the 3 C.D. Blocks surveyed in the West Khasi Hills. This
clan is found in 15 villages out of the 24 villages survey-
ed. Pariong clan 1is also found in 3 C.D. Blocks and in
15 villages in West Khasi Hills. The Kharbani clan is
found in 2 C.D. Blocks and they are found in 7 villages,
Myrthong clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and in 9 villages.
Clan Mawlieh is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and distributed
in 7 wvillages. Marwein clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks
and in 2 villages. Clan Puwein is found in 2 C.D. Blocks
and in 7 villages. Thongni clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks
and in 7 villages. The Clan Iawphniaw is found“in 2 C.D.
Blocks and distributed in 8 villages. Dewsaw clan is found
in Z C.D. Blocks and found distributed in 5 villages and
Wanniang clan is found in 2 C.D. Blocks and distributed
in 7 villages. Apart from these important clans of East
or both East and West Khasi Hills there are certain less
important clans found only in 1 or 2 C.D. Blocks of East
Khasi Hills. Similarly, in the West Khasi Hills, there

are clans which are found and distributed only in 1 C.D.

Block out of the 3 surveyed.

One may conclude from the study that physical set-
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ting of the region had determined not only the level of
cconomic development but had a great impact on the process
of cultural evolution. It is not difficult to visualize
that physical setting of the region allowed only particular
type of economic development as the technology used in
area remained quite primitive in nature. By using primitive
technology it was not possible for the Khasis to change
the physical environment according to their needs, wishes
and requirement that they had to adjust according to the
physical environment in the condition of socio-cultural
and economic relative isolation. However, the physical
condition of the region are not as rugged as that of some
mountainous areas of N.E. Region. So at least there was
always a possibility for the people living in this region
to interact among themselves. The possibility of movement
of Khasis within the region gave use to opening up of
new areas for the purpose of agriculture and settlement.
It is therefore not difficult to observe that Khasis as
a cultural group are more similar to one another, than
most of the tribal communities of the region who are living

in areas of isolation.

These cultural similarities however, had been 1limi-
ted by the differences in the natural environment within .

the Khasi Hills. For example, altitudinal variations,
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have been responsible in giving rise to difference 1in
agricultural pattern and productivity. It gave rise to

the development of various Khasi customs, tradition and

institution.

The formation of the Khasi clans was mainly due
to the influence and impact on culture. Religion, marriage,
inheritance, clan durbars and syiemship had a great impact
on the formation of the Khasi clans. Due to their migration
from other region their influence on the socio-economic
factor has also influenced the formation of large number

of Khasi clans.

The formation of Khasi clans is closely linked with
the distributional pattern. Khasi clans are distributed
all over the region as migration from one region to another
was possible as many areas were suitable for some types
of agriculture. These regions were settled by people belong-
ing to different clans and in this process even some new
clans were formed, Trade 1link with other communities,

was also a reason for the vast distribution of Xhasi clans.

In the end it may be desirable to say that this
study had its obvious shortcoming as only about hundred
villages were selected and on the basis of these villages

any generalization will have its own 1limitation. It may



111

be suggested that for a better understanding of the problem
of formation and distribution of Khasi clans,“ data for
all the villages should be collected. This may even throw
some light on various aspects of evolution of Khasi clans

and their utility in the changing Khasi polity, economy

and society.
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