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The third chapter makes an attempt to identﬁfy

regional mosaic in the area of Pochury cocentration based on
historical migrations, and present linguistic and clan
composilion of all the wvillages constituting Pochury

territory.

In the fourth chaplter. an atltemplt is made Lo 1dentify
the nature of socio—-Spatial interaction with the help of
field data collected from households belonging to sample

villages.

The final chapter provides a summary of findings and

conclusions.



CHaFTER II

SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE POCHURY

2.1 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

Pochury 1s numerically one of the smallest tUlribes
inhabiting, economically and socially backward highland
region in Nagaland. Their present distribulion in this small
pocket is expected to provide significant insight into the
pattern of spatial intereaction in the region. The objective
of this chapter is thevrfore to understand and analyse the
ecological setting of the region in which the Pofhuries have
seltlled and their demographic, social and econumic
characterstics as facets of their social as well as spatial

intereaclions.

The contents in this chapler are ecological setting
which indicates the resource base and economic responses of
the people, _village wise distribution of population, and
patiterns of growth, sex ratio, lileracy and availability of

infra-strucltural faciltities.

Hoth primary and secondary sources of data are wused

for Lhe presenl study.



2.2 ECOLOGICAL SETTING

{thhe homeland of lhe Pochury 1s characlerised by series
of mountain ranges and i1ntervening valleys. L.vergreen
vegelation covers must of the area 1n the region. lhe most
prevairling flora are pines, oat, chestnuts, 9gooseberry,
bamboo, orchids, mango, ferns, cane and palm. Trees were
used only For fuel and construction of house purpose hy the
people before roads were constructed. Bult after the arriveal
of new roads. pines and other hardwoods were commercialised
and supplied to other parts of the regjion. As a result larye
Fortion of the wvirgin forest were cleared. Cane 19
abundantly found in the forests of this region. However,
Reguri 1s the only village utilizing canes in maling cane-
table, which is one of the wmost 1mportant i1ndigeneous
household i1nduslry 1n Lhis regiron. Canecratts are made by
expert and ski1llful vi)lagers. The product 1s very popular
and demands from other parts of the regiuns are rarely
fulfilled. Besides this, Althegho, Lephory and Melura
villages are using canes for making bastetl and also fur

constructing bridges.

Cimple and aboriginal melhods of pasturing 16
practised by the villagers on the gifted vegyetations. They
simply set free livestoclts libte bufalle, mithun, and cows 1n

the Jungle which are leflt fallow after jhum cultivalion.
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fhias type of livestoct 15  hardly enough for loval

cunsumptions.,

The earliesl and only mineral to be used by this trile
are brine/salt water and rlay. Brine/sall waler 1s available
in Hutsu, Reguri, and At hegho villages. Once upon a time the
whole region was supplied salt by the above mentiouned
villages. Tribes lile Angyami, Chal hesany, Sema and Sangtam
used tLta come for tradingy in salbl. At present because of
cheap and easv avallability of salt in the martet, Atheygho,
Kukegho and Reaguri villages have given up producing salt.
However. tultsu village conbtinues wilh this practice of salt
extracltion and 1s popular for this household i1ndustry.
FThough the price of this 1ndegenously made salt 19
comparatively high the demand for this commodily Ltoo 1s
quite high and never adequately meetls the demand of people.

The only reason could be the 3ood quality of the salt.

Sutsu and Laruri 1s well tnown for their stills 1in
making earbthen pols by using clay soi1l. They are well
sbilled to design potls of any shape and sizes. Bult afler the
introduction of modern pots i1ndigenously made earthen potls
are seldom wused. However, Lhiese lwo villages continue to
specralize 1n this industry 1n vder to meel whatever local

demand exi1sts for earthen pots.
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.

ftiis  reytun 15 very rich in mineral vresnnrces
1mportant mineral deposits according to Geology and Mining
department are,limnestone, Jecorative serpentine, Lrine/sall
water, vhromite, maynesite, tale, slate, asbestos, marble,
base metal and copper-molybdenum. These minerals dJdiscovered
has drawn the 1nterest of Governmenlt 1i1n this region.
Henceforth roads are constructed even Lo the remotest partls
of the reyglon in order to explort minerals. So far, North-
east Council has set up one Miny Cement facltory at Wezthu.
It wmay bLe stated that this region is rather foriunate to
have 1he maximum mineral deposit in whole of Magyaland. The

scope for fulure economic developmnent is brigyhtl.

Té€zu river flowing from west to south—easl with wide
valleys has ferlile svi1l ain Lhem. This river louches atleast
12 wvillages of the region and meeting river Chindwin 1n
Myanmar. However, Melur:i, Khumiasu, Abhegho and Kulegho
villages have the maximum flat land along the river wvalley
1in which welt paddy cultivation 1s well developed. lhe main
tributaries are J13j1, Reyd:, Luyaukd: and Yowzudi. Yel, this
water potentials remained unutrlized. Only to some extent
these perennial streams fFeed water by means of 1rriyation to

wel-paddy fields 1n the valleys.

The above mentiongd rivers alongy with two lales, and

Khiturahie have abundant {fislies for the consumption of the
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villagers. Fish 1is a significant part of ‘the diel for
villages situated along these rivers and lakes. Particularly
in Meluri and Khumiasu villages, availability of fish plays
a siénificant role in economic activities. About 10% of the
household income rests on fish;ng. Apart from fishing,
hunting 1is wvery popular. The region is richly endowed in
fauna like deer, bear, wild-mithun, boar, tiger, wmonkey,
peacock, hornbill etc. Only malefolks are involved in
hunting with crossbow, spear and dao. But after the
introduction of modern weapons such as Juns, the
indegjeneously made toois are seldomly wused. During the
festivals and important occasions all the male population of
the village goes on combined group hunting and all the kills
are feasted together in the village ground. Bult these days,
killing of'bears, Ltigers and wild-mithun fetch a good amount
of money by selling levers and skins. It is in large demand

from outside.

The ecological settling of the region hardly favours
settled intensive cu}tivation. But it offers scope for many
economic activities based on forestiry, fishing and househoid
industry and the people have responded to all these
activities in the non—-agricultural sectors of the economy.
The location of the region in the highland areas and across

international borderts provides ample opportunities in
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tradinyg 1n local resources. However, modern i1ndustrial goods
are gradually mal ing therr way i1nto this remote area thereby

mating the people to respond to this new influences.
2.3 ECUNOMIC CHARACTERSTLCS.

The main ocwupation of the people of Lhis region 18
cultivation. Only a few are employed 1n the Government
Administrative Offices 1n Meluri and 1n Mini Cement Factory
at Wezxihu. Despile weal agrarian base, agriculture 15 the
main econumic base of the people of this tribe. Agricultural
system, lLowever, 1s primilbive and subsistence 1n nature.
Shifting cultivation 15 widely spread all over Lhe region.
Villages namely Meluri, Matilhru, Kanjang, Lephory, Alhegho,
Reguri and Hutsu villages have developed some permanent wet-
paddy cultivation through artificial 1rrigation melthods. As
the flat land 15 limited, producls are enough only for local
consumplion. The majour crops are rice, millel, maize yam and

thilly. fhus the staple food 15 rice, wi1llel and mairce.

Athegho 1s  the only village with surplus of maicze
production, which 18 supplied to Dimapur and neighbouring
villages. Interestingly in Meluri village, millel 15 stocled
in the 9granaries enough for three Lo four years for the
whole famstly and suprisingly 50 Lo 60 yvears old stock 1%
found 1n the granaries. They reserve this 1n order to face

natural calamity/famine, which are nol uncouamaon.



Horticulture 15 anollier important agricultural
practice coming up 1n Melur: village. Fruitlts 1like banana,
oranyge, manygo, gauva, pineaple and papaya are suited to thas

sorl and climate of these villages.

The important household i1ndustries are salt, potlery,
cane—~craft amnd weaving. 5alt 1s produced i1n Hulsu village.
Pottery 18 practised in Sutsu and Laruri villages. Cane-
crafts are found practised 1n Reguri wvillaye. Traditional
experlize tn weaving Shawls, Meghala, bLag, etc., by the

womenfoll is a»n i1mportant economic funcltion n every family.

Rearing of Piys, Cows and Chicken are almost 1n every
households. But this 158 enough only for householud

consumptions.

In Hutsu, Fholhungrai, Phor, Shaluca and Zhupu villages
rearing mithun 15 very commun. [fhey even supply this animal
to neighbouring wvillages. A single Mithun sold can fetch
even up to the range of Rs. 8,000/~ (Eight thousand).
Buffalo rearaing by Matilhru, Kanjyany, Lephory and Reyur:
villagers 1s the most significant and benefirciral ane,
because Lhey employ this anitmal to plough wet -paddy firelds.
So far no modern technigues have been practised {or rearing

livestocts.

Further, trading 16 common mn Lthis Feg1on.

Particularly villages situated in the Myanmar borders. These
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are Fhotbhungri, 01ld Thewalt:i, New Thewati and Reguri. The
trade 15 carried on salil, sugar, cloths and other light
commodities to Myanmar and commodities lite mmedicines,

aghor, eleclronics guods are brought from Myanmmar.

Unti1l late 808 lumbering 1s not ftnown i1n the remote
villages where pines and bonsom trees esttst 1n  the wvirgin
tforest. But, after Lhe conslruction of roads people 1n Llhis

People
regjion by and large[gave up cultivation i1n favour of felling
trees and supplying 1L to Lhe outside 1ndustlries. At
present, excepling Melurs village, Lrees are randomly cut

down for lumberaing 1n  wirder to meel therr daily

regutrements.

Apart from Lhe above menlioned economwic activities
fishitng and hunting continue as 1mportant traditional

economic aclivity.
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2.4 (a) DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

DISTRIBUTION OF

VILLAGES

20

Table 2.1 (&)

IN DIFFERENT POPULATION

SLZE

CLASSES

Population

Sice

No. of villages .

Percent of

villages

] 2 3
below 100 5 18.5

100 -~ 500 14 51.%

501 - 1000 q .8

1001 1300 2 7.4
above 150G c. 7.4

10TAL. 27 100
SOURCE ¢ CENEUS OF INDIA, 1991
The 1991 census records 17,863 persons s belonging to

Lthe Pochury tribe. Table 2.1 (@) shows that this population
1s unevenly distributed 1n 7 villages/towns. The sice of
the population varies From less than 100 to 1500 . Thais
reveals that a majority of Lhe villages are very small mn
their size supporting less than 500 persuns each. Unly lwo
out of 25 wvillages and towns can considered as  very
large, supporting over 1500 people each. [hese are Melurys

Lown and Meluri

village.
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Fecause of concenitration of many amenities, this town
and the wvillage - afdjecent to each other - are suporting
larger population, 32 per cent of the total populalion

resides here.

Apart Ffrom these twe there are another sel of one
small 1ndusftrial centre & villange, Wezitw and Akhegyho  which

contain & population size of 1000 to 1500 each.

The medium size of 900 Lo 1000 population villages are
Lephory, Hutsu, Plhothungrir and Phor. There are 18 wvillages
with & population less than 300 people. 0Old Thewati wvillaye
has the loweslt population size of 47 persons only followed

by LLetsam village which supporls only 53 persons.
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Table Z.1 (b)

CONCENTRATION OF POPULATION

Per cent 1o teotal No. of wvillages Percent villayes
population

1 2 4
below 1.0 b PAY-

1.0 - 3.0 12 44 .4

3.1 - 5.0 3 LI

5.1 - 7.0 2 7.4

7.1 - 7.0 1 3.7

Above 9.0 o 11.1
107TAL 27 100

SOURCE : CENSUS OF INDIA, 1991

1t 18
each contawn
Majoraty of
proportion (4
population.

concentration

lear from lable 2.1 (b) tha
over 9 per cent of the tota
the villages however, acco
.e. less than 3 per cent) a
This 15 a 1ndircation of a v

of the population in a few

t only 3 settlements
1l tribal population.
unt for a smaller
f the total Pochury
ery high dJdeyree of

villages.
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Fig 2.1 reveals that the small size of population are
scaltered all over the region, whereas large size population
villages or town are clustered in the north western part of

the region.

2.4 (b) GROWTH OF POPULATI1ON

fAiccording to the 1971 census, 5272 people belonging to
the Pochury tribe lived in 2% villages. During 1971-81
merging of two more villages with the Pochuries, the total
population increased from 5272 (1971} 1o 8996 (1981)
resulting in a sharp increase in the growlh rate of Fochury
population recording as high as 70.64 per cent during the
1971-81 period,., The Pochury population grew by 42.9% per
cent during the decade 1981-91 as against 70.64 per cenlt
during the previous decade. However, table 2.Z reveals that
there are large variations in the growth rates at wvillage
level during 1971-81. The range of variation in 1981-91 is
not significant as compared to 19271-81 period. In the decade
1971-81 it varied between —-66.67 and 816.467 per cent while
it wvaried from 33.20 to 321.36 per cent during the decade

}
1981-91.,
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Table 2.2

POCHURY POPULATION GROWIH

Ranges 1971 — 91 1981 - 91
(in %) No. of wvillages Mo. of villages/towne
1 2 3
NMegative (-) 4 3
00 -~ 50 o )
51 ~ 100 & 4
101 - 150 1 3
151 ~ 200 ¢ 0
201 - 250 3 o)
251 ~ 300 1 0
301 - 350 & 1
above 350 2 0
TOTAL. Z5 26

HOURCE ¢ CENSUS OF INDIA, 1991

The highest growth rate of 814.467 per cent 1s recourded
1n  Shatuca village while the negative gruwth 15  ~b&.6/

(negative) in Molte village. During 1971 - 81 majority of the
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v1llages recorded an increase ranging between b1 and 600%
while 1n 19281 - 921 18 outl of 24 villages /lowns experienced

increase of 91 per cenltl and less.

It 15 evident from figure 2.2 that the growth rate i1n
Melura, Zhipu, Pholhungry and Yesi villages are relatively
constant, Althen, Avakhunyg, Letsam, Mote, Uld Thewatls,
Shatuza and Wezihu villages experienced some dJdecrease 1n
their population and while Al heghio, Hutsu, Kuteyho, Kuzatu,
Lephory, Matikhru, Meluri town, Phor, Regui1i, Sutsu and
Weshelo have gone down in their percentage of growlh rate.
It 175 alsu noticed that Kanjanyg, Larury and Mollen villayes

have eunperienced negalive growth rate.

Regqular migration within the tribe 1s responsible for
negative growth, bigh growth rale and populatiuon fluctuation
1in some villages. Figure 8.8 shows spatial paltern of

migration in this region.

Since 171 the population 15 growinyg but not as hiyh
as tn 1971 —~- 81, [This shows thal inmiygrolion of large numbe:
of population Loo# place 1n the Llribe duriny 1271 - 81
perrod.

The spalbial pattern ot population grovlth in the area
of Pochury concentration i1ndicates high level ot population

redistribulion within Lhe region.
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2.4 (c) SEX RAT1O

Fig 2.8 shows Lhe sex ratio of the 1971,

1981 and

1991. The sex ratio for 1971, 1281 and 1991 is calculated

for each wvillayge. The se:x ratios are grouped 1nlo three

sustable ranges as shown in the legend of the map.
ratio of Pochury favours women 1n 1971 with a ratio

as 1135 but siynificantly decreases to 817 in 1981

The 5e
as biaigh
and to

793 in 1991 respectively. OUnly New Thawati and Pholhunygra

villages show an increase 1n female population. The

trest of

Lthe vilagjes euperience decrease 1n female population.

1t is interesting to note that the sei-ratio 15

increasingly not 1n favour of women. fthe reasuns ate

account for.

2.5 (a) LITERACY

hard to

{he percentage of the literate to the total population

in Pochury is 49.7& per cenl according to 1991

returns. However 1t varies from village to village.
high as &7 per cent in Matibbhru and Kuzalu and as
only 15.26 per tent 1n Zhaipu. The percentage
literates in Meluri town, Lephori, AlLhen, Kanjanyg,
Mollen, Wersiliu, Letsam, Kutegho, Hutsu and Fhor are

less same. In bLhese villages Lhie percentage of the

census

It 15 as

low as
of the
Regur1,
thore or

literate
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table

LITERACY

1.1
40.7

of

No.

&0
S1-60
41-50

L Llarterale

2
2

31-40
20-30

[ R d
/

TOTAL
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is between 51- 60. Table 2.3 revealed that 40.7 per cent are
under this category and the percentage 1s above the Llrabe
averajge (4%./6 7).

y".
it 3s shown from Lhe 19 EAEthat Meluri f{own 1% the

only une ‘where the number of the literates exceeds 1000.
Again 1n Melurir and Werrhu villages, the number of the
literates exceeds 600 are less than 800. ln Lephory and New
Phor WVillages 1t 3¢ bhetween 401 -600 and 1n  Akhegho,
Kaniang, Hulsu, Shatura and Matikhru 1t 1% belween 201 -—-400.
In Kutegho, Sutsu, Phot hungri, Athen and Reguri 1t 15 100 -

200. And the remaining 1< villages are below 100 which

account 44.4 percent.

2.5 (b) AMENITIES
TRANGPORTAIION. Out of 25 villages and 2 towns 1n  the
regjion, only 12 wvillages are connected by metalled road.
Another 122 villayes are served by un-metalled road and the

remaining 3 villages are approachahle only on foot.

Meluri1 Town 15 well linted to state vcapital {oh1mma.
Daily Nagaland State Transport buses are plying belween
Meluri to Kohima. The other routes where N.S5.T. bus services
are Melur: Lo PFhet (District Hyg.), Melura to Kiphire
(Tuensang district), tHeluri Llu Akheyho and Wezihu. f(he other
villages avarling N.S.1. Lus services are fAlhegho. HKuleygho,
Wezitwu and Meluri. Jeeps and Lruclts plyed where there 15 no

N.G.T. Lus service,



EDUCATION  INSTITUILION . There are 3 High Schools and 2 up-
graded Primary Schools in Melursi. The other villages having
High School are Hulsu, Lephory and FPhor. lThe remaining
villages have only up-graded Middle Schools and Primary

Sechools. 0Old Thawati 1s Lhe only village without a School.

MEDICAL . lhere 15 ounly one Primary Heallh Centre at Melur:
fown. Dispenseries are located in Phor, Hulsu, Lephory,

Phot hungrs Al hegho, Sutsu and lleczihu.

FOST AND TELEGRAPH. Kegardingy Post and lelegraph facilities,
1t 15 tound that this amenity 1s very poor. Unly one sub-—
post Office 18 located al Meluri Town and 2 branch offirce atl
Fhotl hungri1  and Wezithu. lelegraphic Communication 1s no

linlted at all. The nearest Offi1ce 1s Fhel .

WATER SUPPLY. In all the villages drinkinyg water 195 supplied

Ly tap.

ELECTRICITY. 1t 1s so inleresting that all the villages have
been electrifaied but unfortunately power supply 1s very poor

and 1rreqular.

MARKETING., the main marteliny place 15 Meluri town. Here all
the required consumer Juods are avairlable and another
martetiny place 1s developed i1n Wezirhu., ALY (he gJoods are

diteclly ﬁ?orted from Dimapur.
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2.6. CONCLUDING REMARKS.

In the presenl chapter an attempl was nade to
understand wvarious aspecls of village econuomy and sovciely.
Sources of 1nformation are based on the census of India.
Basi1c facls of Nagyaland 1921, and primary source. Census ot
India provide valuable information and uplto date population
data since 1971.

Forest plays an wmportant role in the economy of
this region. PBut tn the process of  Jhum cyllaivation and
lumberinyg, large porlion of foresl have been destroyed.

Study of populatron reveals Lhal population LS un-
evenly distributed, populalion 1s i1ncreasing steadily and

female population 1n decreasinyg.

The occuptional structure reveals thalt wmajority of the
population 1s engaged 1n agricultural activities. LEucepling
s ome road lintsg this reygiun 1s very poor in most olher

amenities.



Chapter IIX

REGIONAL MOSAIC OF THE POCHURIES

3.1. INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

Higtory, linguistic and clan diversity are significant
Featurns  of social compostition tn Magaland and 1t 18 found
Lo bLe wmore comple: 1n Lhe &aiea of Fochury concentration ain
spi1te of the fact that 2L happens Lo be one of Lhe emallesl
area wnhabited by any tribe. It 15 this diversification
which bhias led Teo unifircaltion of new tribes among Lhe Nagas.
Meanwhile, 11 could Le one uf the reasons which encouragye an

analysis aof the social mosarc of Lthis regron.
1

Socral mosaic of this Lribe may be examined Ly taling
into account the historical. Tinguistic and clan composition

Oof the tribe and 1ts spalial patternaing.

While collecting matertals on the subject, avthor has
carried  out  exltensive fireld survey pramaraly due 1o non-
avarlabilitly of source malterials and also Jdue to the absence
vf any trteliable contemporary wort on  this LTraibe. Fireld
sUurvey was conducted o the [orm of 1nterview and LANVEAS NG

of quesLiunares.
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1.2. HISTORICAL OUTLINE

AN underst;ndlng of the hisltorical processes of
migr=2tion. redislribution and responce of the ‘FPochuries
Lhrows s1ynifieant bight  on  Lhe nature of spatial
interaction wilhin the region. It 1s generally bLelieved that

"Oraginally Magas were nol fnown by Lhe names of the tribes

n,

5 tLthey are  itnown now. bul Ly Lhe name of a group of
villagyes. Gradually, they have setlled down to the traibe
names as  are found now, but sL1l1 then the provess of
amalgation or seperation 135 Joingyg on“.1 This statement s
supporled, 1n the case of Lhe ori131n of lhe names of NMNaya
tribes. 1ln Lhe case of the Pochury as well., o group of
people of NMaga ethnic type occupred this region since  lime
{

tumemorial 0 whereas, the name  "Pochury’ 13 of recenl

formaltion.

fhiere are ei1ght distinct 1mmiygrant groups consisting
of the Pochury. They 2are, [Phowvisha, Larura, Npok sah
Matathiru, Kubi, Avalhung and Meluri. All Lthese 1mingrants
have common culftural tratls with other Naga Utribes. As Lhese
Jroups enlered 1ntv this reygion from daifferent Jrrections

and al Jdifferent intervals of time. Each tnmigrant yroup has

1o Ghosh, B.E.,(19282) Hislory of Magaland, OS.chand & Company
Ltd, Mew Delhy, p.20.
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Fig 8.1

POCHURY

INTRA-REGIONAL REDISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION IN RECENT
TIMES
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tts  own leyends and fullloiee Lo provide some cluee of Lhe
toute From where Lhey migraled. Hovever, 1L 1s nol easy 1o
1dentafy Lhe firrel seltllers of this reygiron, because the
successive immigrants hare assimilaled thett cultuires wilh
early settlers. Recent roule of migration are shown 1n fiyg.

=
- [
ru -

As fat Aas  0rigin 1%  cuncerned, erncepling Apol sal
yroup, other groups =2¢e all believed to have wmigratod  frowm
nergbibourinyg Lribes. According to Apol sah legends, people are

gard Ln bhave merged from Lhe ear Lh,

Beside lhe above i1murgrant grougp, there Were two
vilagyes tn this region tnown as Khuty and Kuchy and  ones
tmnrgiant group Enown as Sapu. Kuchu village was located at

{
the centré part of the regton and Khuey village located al
Lthe eastetn part. Sapo inmigranls are believed to have
migrated from north-western part of Manipur and settled
down 1n the soulh-—eastern parl of the region. 1l 1  said
[
that due to tribal feud Khury and Kuclhu people were
dispersed and migralted to nearby wvillages (to presently
setlled villeges) assimilaling theirr lanyuages and cullural
hatrrts with them.s This people have lost thesr languages and
cultures, yet their melodious fullsong sfi1ll continue Lo Le

2. Myusuo, L., (article) FHiztory of Poclwry, Aluolmagiiue).
P.P.F., vol. I, August, 1791, Kohima.
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very popular Lhrougheut the Lribe. Thus, linguistically and
culturally found Lo be diverse, st:1ll then, Lthey have one
vamnon  Ltairt  on foltltsong. Y The song Fochu Waza 15 very
comhon  amony Poochury Lr\b@“1, which was composed Ly Kuchu
and Khury people. Considering this, the name FPocliury was
form by tating Po from Hapo, Chu from Kuchu and Ry from
Khuryg. The wotds meaning Sapo, Kuchu and Khury are nol
Frnown by the people, as mentioned earlier, wpealer of lhis
e

tdialect have alteady gone ounl exislence.

The historical peryglrarities of the Formation of the
tribe abd 1ts vredistrilbulion in the arsa  of 1hy present
rconcenttation biey /e led Tu  complex mla2raction Amonyg
dafisrent  groups and  bave resulled 1n the formation  of

Linguestic regrons amd clan regrons of dirfferent types.  #fnd
|

k4

attempt 16 now made to o amine Lhe linguistic 2nd  clan
reglons  of the MPochur tes whoele Forne the  bLasia ol HUL -
spatial intetaction within Lhe Lribe.
3.3 LINGQUISTIC COMPDSITION

Out of one town and 26 villages occupred by the
Pochury Lrihe. 1l 1s found that & distinet dieleils ane
spoten Ly the people. They are Apolsah dialectl. Matat hru
dralect, Meluri dialecl. Phouyisha dialecl, Samphora dialect

and Aval huny dialect.

hury, Pocliry
Melur v, poge.

1. Fenthve, P.o.(Article), lThe people of
Students® Union Arnmual Magazine, 1983-8

Fog
a,

2. Memorandow Submitted Lo the Chief Minisler of MNagaland By
Lhe people of Fochury, 1974, Koliima, p.tl.
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The  Fing. 3.2 1t 18 revealed that sinnle di1alect 175
spolen  1n 16 out of 26 villages whereas two dialecls are
spoben 1n 7 other villayes., 3 and 4 dialects are 1n used 1n

FMlollen and Matarthru villeges respectively.

lable 3.1

LAMGUAGE CUOMPOSITION

Languayge/diralecl, No. of villages
1. Apol sah dialecl 2
2. Kol lenyguags o
3. Larury dialect [
4. Matrbthru daalecd 1
?. Melury dJdialectl 5
6. Phoyisha dialect 11

bﬂ

e Samphory dialect

8. Aval huny dialect, |

Source ¢ Field survey, 199«

>

This single largest dialect spolten 1n 9 villages 1s
Phoyssha Jdealect, followed by Laruthvy Jdialecl 10 four olher

-

viliages, Melury dialect 1n 3 villages, Apolsah dralect un

villages and Kulr dialect 1n 2 vaillagyes. 1L LS remartbable

that Samplioer1r, Malithru and Auval huny spealere are ceen mixed
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up with other linguistic yroups. Avalhunyg disalecl L=
originally spolten by the Avalhuny villagers only. Recenlly a
group  of people from this villaye miyrated to Melur: town,
Aand  =ettled down concenbtraling 1n a particular tolony
consisting of 10 te 1% touseholds and continue lo speql

Avant hunyg dialectl.

Kul i1 speat ing population 1s confained only 1n Al hen and
Kanaang wvillages. However, 1in Kanjang they have a my

speater with Meluri group.

Four wvillayges of Laruthvu spealers are found to Le
speal 1ing Laruthvi dialect; Letsam, Fhoyisha, Sutsu and
l.atur:i. Howewver, 1t 1» also notice thal spealers are
spreading ito Lhe nerygbbouring villages of Old Thewati. HMNew

Thewaty. Mole, Washelo and Zhipu.

Matzil hru spealers are not found i1n any other wvillage
tn the tribe. They are concenlrated only 1n Matithru
village. The other three dialects. also spolen by this
people and 1t 15 observed that spealing Matithru dralect 15

neglegythble 1n the tribe.
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Villayes
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Akheygho’
Al hen
Aval hiunyg
Hlutsu
Hanjanig
Yihumiasy
Kutl egho
Kuzatlu
Larur
Lephory
LeLsam

Matit hru

Melura
Melurl Town
Mol e

Mollen

New Thewat?

0O1d Thewat?

Phol hungra
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Tahle 3.2

Pochury

Dialect/Language Combination

- r

Village-wise )

Language combination

one langjuage
1 languayge
g langyuaye
1 language
2 lanjguage
U language
1 language
1 langquayge
1 languaye
I lanyuaye

1 language

4 language

1 languags

2 languayge .

{

langueayge t.barurs,

3

language
I languange

1 lenguage

t.Matit hru,
3.5anphor,

1.Phoyisha,

Apot sah
Kutl
T.Thachury 2.larur 1
Phoyvisha
T.ubtr 2.Melur
Maluwy y
Apolksaoh
FPhoyisha
Larur:
v Melut

Larura

Z2.Melura,
4.Phoyish

Melur

2.Larur:

.cFhoyreha, 3.5arphora

Larury ., Samphora
Lator . Samphory
Larut |
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Villajges Language combination Languayes

Phor .. 1 lanyuaue Flioyirsha

Regurai 2 languayge 1.S5amphor1. 2.Phoyisha
Shatuza 1 language Phoyisha

“lsu 1 Janguaye Larura

Washeln Z language Tuloarury, 2.%Samphot
Wexihu 1 language Plhioyitsha

Yesl 1 language Fhoyiahoa

Zhipu 2 languaye Tobarury, Z.Fhoyisha

Source : Field Survey 1992,

Meluén dialect which 15 used as the common standard
lanyuane amonyg  the people of this tribe. The Ltwo major
villayes wunder this group are Lephory and Meluril villages.
KhumiAasn 18 Lhe off stiool of Meluri village. The spealer of
this Janauage are also noliced 1n Kanjang and HMataithru

villages.

The home of Phoyisha spealers are Phor, Yesi, Shatuza,
Hutsu, Kucralbu and Wezihu. A mixture of thise Jialect with
Laruthvu dialecl 18 seen 1n Molte. Mollen and Zhipu, while 1n

Reguri amd Matibthru 1t 165 with another dialecl agioup.
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Seainphori dialect 1s Found to be spolen by 6 wvillayges,
they are; Reguri, Matilt hru, 0ld Thewats, MNe o fhewal:,
Washelo and Molen. Thouagh & wvillayes Lhis dialect
significantly, nol even a single villayge 15 spealbsng  this
Jialect in 1te pure form. In 0Old Thewati and New Thewatl:
Lthey are wssimilated with Laruthvu group, while 1 Reagurt

and'molen with Phoyisha spealers.

3.4, LINGUISTIC REGIONS

It 15 clear from the fi1g. 3.8&. Lhat the entire lFochury
dominated aree tan be divided i1nto four broad linguistic
zones depending upon the number of languages spolen. 1n most
of lThe areas 1n the norih, only one lannguage 1s  spolen
Thouygh at!least 4 lanyuayes are spolten in differenl parils.
Towards the south, nultiplicity of languages spolen 1n =
s1ngle villages increases . [This 1s particularly more an the
sputh-eastern part where 4  Janguages aare 1n a s1ingle
villaye. In the central village too,at least Lhree languages
are spuolen. Elswhere 11 the south, at least Lwo  languages
are  prevalenl 1n each of the village indicating a complex

5001310 as well as specrtal interaction among tLhe people.

A laryge number of diverse people are found 1n this
teylun and there 1s a high level of varialion of dialecls

and languages. In Lhe north Apolsah apealers are confined to
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two wvillages. In the north-vuest Melur: yroups occuplred the
1egi1on and 1t 1s  extendaing to  the south—westl and

intermingling with Kulbi1 and Malibhrilr spealers.

With contiquous letrilory, Phoyisha spealing qgroup
occupies from north to south . This has acled as a barraed
v f 'Apolsah,Melur1,Mat1Lh|11 and Kuli1 from LLatury, Samphot 1

and Aval huny speal tng yroup.

Laruthvu group 1s dominating the norilh—-eastern region
and Samphovi Jroup 1» concentrated 1n Lthe southreasi pattl of

The reygion (see firy. 3.3).

3.5. CLAN COMPOSITION

{
I

fhere are 57 clans amongy Lhe Pochuries 1n Nagaland
(detall refer lable 3.3). Matibthru and Alhegbio villages with
15 clans each displaying the haghest clan cumpositiun  among
the Ttribe. Kangang 1o Lhe only wvillaye wvilh 72 clans.

Majority wof Lhe villages have 2 to & clans (table 3.4),

reptesenting Lthe populatbion.
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Clan cowpositioun of Pochury tribe.
LHl.Mo. Clans
::n—wﬂghuihongho

2. Tanghonhgo

X. Kupongho

4.' Chuzagho

D Yanwayugho

b Chubea

e Phusungho

8. Jaghayho

. Zentsegho

10. Apol sah

11. ervgho

12. Mechuzugho

3. Tsanlsuchiyho

14. Pungho

15. Ajugho (Jurri)

16. Penchungri (Pervri)
{7 Lecur:

18. Lepvury (Leyryi)
19. Janglt ruri (Janyr 1)
20. Salsur:

a1, Thevura/Theghira
2z. Nenyura

o4

3.3

51.No.

31.

32.

46.

17.

48.

Clans

vt i ot wae im0 e e ote Mm camt b e o e e e e i e es et e e St e e POMe Sove T e e B e fmain e it W T wem M m e e e e s e e o=

Chidochuman
Yepthum:
Keore
Wezana
Rusumbu
Khate
Mizu

(sant hure
Yamputhur
Zethuor
Haot 11
Singson
Chonloa
Haolo
Fithus/Thurr
Featl ha
Chayhathu
Lithsuthu
Mucuthu
Yitsulig
Thuzu

Thupithurer



S1.MNo. Clans £1.No. Clans
3. Chuner: . 33. Kuputhurre
24. Nyu=ou 54. Jorr

5. Nyuwi/Nguor Do Thuzuryr
2&. fsuori (KajirildsJoshu 56, Act sha

7. Nyuther 1 (Kaliry)/Nyuthe 57 Tetar

28. Pojar/7Phoia
29 . IKam1

30. Mithsomutaea

Saurce * Field Burvey, 1992,

Clans are daivideded 1nly 8 groups based on  lainguistic

affinities they are Apol sali, Laruthvu, Matsl hrhiu, Melur s,

{
Kubr, Fhor{ Samphori and Yes1 ({iq. 3.8).

Under Apotl sah groupsg clans are Chiut hongho,
Tsanghogho,Kupongho,Chuzaglo, Zhangwanzhuagho, Chuba,
Phusongho, Chaytanho, Apol sah, Minytio, Ity chugugyho,

Tsenchijgiahoe, Pungho and Ajugho.

Laruri Jroup consisting of & clans, L.epvury,
Penchiunari, Jankruri, Thevuri, Shetsury and Lecuti. It 1s
observed that Avanthuna <Spealing group has  werged with
Latuthvu spealing ytoup a5 Lhey do nol have any distinct

vlan names
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The {Tollowing clans fall under Matithru group. They
ate  Komir., Mithonutsa, Chadochiimr, Keore, Weromi, Rusumbu,
Khale ond Mizu. These clane are not found 1n any other parl

of the tLribe.

fhe shate of Meluri Jtoup 15 5 clans, Myuthe. Nyusou,
Myuwi/sMguory, Phoait/  Pojgatr and Joshu/ Tsuori. Under Kuka

Jroup, Singson, Haoltip, Chonloyl, and Haoloa.

Stgnaificantly , under Phoyishah linguistic group, 11
1s tound Lhat names of clans are entirely different. Thus ,
1t 1s grouped i1nto Yesi and Phor. Clens under Fhor are
That v, Thupithurr ,Kuputhurev, Jorr and Thuzurr. While under
Yest ate Fithu, Thratha, Chaghathu, Muzxuthu, lusuthu,

{
Yitsuthu and Thuzu.

Samphort group have only three clans, Acl sha,
Tsankhure, and Yamputhur. Figure 3.% reveals that Matalhen
village 1% having highest combination witlh clan  groups.
They are Meluri group, Smphory group, Yesi and Matibhies
Jroups .« It 1% also seen 1n other 3 villayes within two clan
combination. In Kanjang villaygye Kubi and Meluwri groups,
Mollen, Phor and Yesi yroups, while 1n New lhewatl: 1t 1%
lLarutr  and Sawmphori. The rest of the villages have no  clen

combination,
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VILLAGE WISE CLAN COMPOSITION

08

Table: 3.4

b. Abhegho

1. Chulaa

Aot sal

3. Chulhoghu

‘| Teanyl hoyho
3 Chulkhogho
Hupungho

7.  Yanwayiuhyho
. Fusunyghiv

F. Jaghagho

10. Zewmlseqho
11. Mingho

12. Mechiichiygho
13. Tsonlsuchugho
14, Punaho

1%. Ajugho

2. Al hen
t. Cholo1
&£. Havloi
3. Haolbp |
i

S.Avatbuny Millage

1. Thavurz

2. Penchurnigr

4, Hutsu VYillaye
1. Fithu

2. Tralha

3. Changhathu

4, Lutsuphu

ve Muzuthu
&. Aghe

Larury Village
1. Lepvurt (Leyta)
. Penchungra

3. Jangbrura
4. Thevur

5. Shetlsuri

s, Lesura
10. Lepliory \Ville

1. Nyuthery

2. Joshu

3. Purar

t1. Lelsam Yillaye
1. Thewur
2. Penchungri

12. Matathru Yillaage

« Nyuthety
Fojatr /Phoja
- Nyusou

« Hami

. Mithomutsa

Ul B la Yy —~

L. Joshu

7. Chidochimi
8. Keore

?. Weramld
10. Rusumbu
11. Khate
12. Miru
13. Thsant hure
14. Yampathur
15. Tralhea

(Fertra)
(Janger )

(Katiry)

18.

Janalt rura(Janyris)

(Leyra1}

(Ferry

Fhotlwnagr: vaillaue
1. Lezura
2. Penchunagra
3. Theuhuare
4.
5. Menyura
H. Datsy 1
19. Bhat Villangz
1. Thutr
2. Thupithure
2., Huputhurre
4. Jor:
. dhuoury
£0. Reyuit Villaye
1. Fithu
2. Tratha
2. Chagliathu
21, Yalursa Vallage
t. Tral ha
2. Faithu
Lusuthu
4. Chayhathu
B, Yithsuthu
o hui
22. Hulbsu Mallange
1. Lepvuri
. Penchunagra
3. Shatsala
4. Thewuri
5. Lezuri
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VILLAGE WISE CcLan COMPOSITION

5. Hangang Village 13. Melurl Yillage 23. Wasahelo Villaye
1. Singson 1. Nyuthe t. Zethure
2. Chunloa 2. Nyusou 2. Yawpulhure
g. Haolod . lsuort (Kazir) 24. Werahu Vallage
4., Haol (p . Rygunt1/Nyuw: 1. Fithuy
3. Katary 5. Fhoast 2. Tral ha
&, Pojar J. Thaghalhu
7. Joshu 14, Mole Millage 4. Thuzu
L.Khumlasy Yaillage 1. Thuet . Litsuthu
1. Nyusou 2. Thuprthurr 6. Yitsuthu
2. Nyuthe 15. Mollen VYaillage 25. Yesy Yaillage
S. Nyuw:/NMyuor te Thurt I. Filhu
4, Tsuori(Katairi) 2. Thupithurr 2. Treatha
. Phoja 3. Fithu 26. Zipd Village
16. New Thewata 1. Aclsha
7.Kulegho vaillage 1. Thevutl 2. Fathu
1. Chunt honigho 2. Penchunyri
2. Tsant hongho 2. Tsanthury
3.Yanwahyugho 4. Chunery
4.Chuba 17. 0ld Thewaty Village
S.Apot sah 1. Chuneri
&. Kuzatu Village 2. Thevura

1. Frthu
2. lralha

SOURCE: FTIELD SURVEY, 199¢
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d.6. CLAN REGION

Based on the clan composition of the villayes at least
8 regions may be rdentitied as clan composition teygron  1n
this Lribe. these are Apoblsha clan reygion, Laruri clan
regron, MatiKhru clan reygron, Meluri clan re2ygion, Kuli1 clan
reélon, Fhor clan regilon, Samphori clan region and Yesi clan

Fewylon.

Apolt ha reygton consisting of two villagyes 1s noticed Lo
be concentrated in  the north-weast part of lhe tribe

Lorderiny Melury i1n tLhe wesl and Yes: 1in the east.

lLarurt reyton occupres the whole of easlern part and
have 7 villages within it. Matithru region 15 confined only

in the small poctel of western most parbt 1n the Lribe.

Melur:i region occuples weslern parl wilh «a lota)
number of 4 villages. While Kuli group concentraled at the
gutreme south—~vesl part. Yesi clan region wilh a conliguous
villages of Yesi, Hulsu, Shatuza, Werihu, Kuzalu and Reygur.
stretches frowm exlreme north to extreme soulh. Fhor region
extend from north to centre part of the reyron. And lastlly,

Samphort region 1s seen towards lhe south of lhe reygion (see

’Fl’_.;u ’3.6-:‘\.
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. CONCLUDING REMARKS

From historical account it is vrevealed that the
ctoncept of tribalism and cullural traitls acted as the
machanism of forming regilonal mosaic of the Fochury

dominated areas.

The highest languayge level interaclion amony Pochuries
15" imdicated within Laruri, Samphori and Phoyisha speakers.
The whole of north-east, south-east and central part are
dominated by this peabkers. However, the two most dominani
lanyuayes ~a&re Laruthvu and Phoyisha, cuonsisting of 11
villages each. While Gamphori speaker is winar and is always

v

a combination with Phoyisha and Laruthvu groups.

The degree of interaction through language level i
nil in the case of Apoksah group. Meluri speaker dominating

[

1O . .
over 3 wvillages in the western part 1is obvious. These

speakers interacting with Matikhru and Kandjany group is

seen.

Matikhiru and Avakhuny speaking population is found tlo

be negligible.

In this region clan multiplicity is noticed lo be very
high with %7 clans consisting the tribe. Alhegho and
Matithru villages indicatle the highest wvillagewiow clan

compusition.
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CHAPTER IV

SOCIAL MOSAIC AND SPATIAL INTERACTION

4.1 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

In this chapter, an attemplt is made to e:xamine tULhe
ngture of sgspatial interaction among the Pochuries in
relation to the ecological setting, economic activity and
social interaction. The analysis is based on field data
‘collected at household level in sample villages. The main
objective of this chapter 1is Lo gelt an insight into the
very bhasis Spatial interaction of small tribes 1living in
inhospitable highland areas. The analysis is made with
reference to the ecological setting of the sample villages,
the work structure of the population, their demographic
characterstics, marriage network, educational structure and

language structure.

4.2 ECOLOGICAL SETTING

The influence of physiography on the people of this
region has 'ed to difference in distribution of population,
agricultural practice, social life, setllemenlt pattern elc.
The physiography of ten selected villages wvaries from

village to wvillage. The highest elevation 1is found at
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{anjany at 1,957 mis above the sea levgl and the lowestl
elevation is at Sutsu village located at 8(‘3‘5'mt,.'1 fraom the
sea level. Generally speaking, the climate is humid tropical
and marked by two seasons, namely winter and rainy seasonz.
There are five ranges running parallel to each other where
most of 1the settlements are situalted. They are Ngazipfu,
Kémalay, Riejisuo, Zhupuhu and Ap;ksah. Akhegho and Meluri
villages are situated at the altitude of i,118 mt. and 1,314
mt. above the means sea level. These two wvillages are
located on the gentle slope hill tops of Apoksah and
Riejisuo range, bounded by rugged terrain mountain in the
north, the elevation of the mountains tops are 4210 mt.
which lie higher than the village elevation provide
sufficient drinking water. Toward the south—-east the nature
of relief is gentle slope and il extends to the Tizu river.
Spil with a high clay and silt content promote agriculture
activities. On hill tops and slops jhuming is practiced and
in the valleys and the low lands, permenant wet—-cultivation
is t1he rule. Though the practice of jhuming and lumbering
cause a heavy felling of trees there are certain faclors

which help the continuous flourish of forest Jdue Eo the

1. SURVEY OF INDIA TOFPOSHEET NO.83 K.MANIKUMAR & NAGALAND,
KOHIMA.

'« Govt. of Nagaland Direcltorate of Geology and Mining-—
Progress Report for the field Season, 196%9-70, p-3.



presence of silt in the soil, tropical rainfall and the
temperate climate. Pines, Qaks, Goosebery, Mango, OQOrchid,
Bamboo are the most prevailing species of flora. Matikhru
Kanjang and Reguri villages are situated in Kamalay vrange.
The prevalence of hard-wood like pines and bonsum enncouraje.
the peaple faor lumbering. As these villages lie in between
Tézu and Araju rivers, Wet-paddy cultivation is pracliced in
the river valleys, which provide sufficient product of rice

for the population of these villages.

New Thewatli, Phokhungri and Avankhung wvillages are
situated at an elevation of 1400 mt. above the mean sea
level. Majority of the areas is covered by forest. Pine and

firn are the common species of flora.

Phor is situated on the slope of Zhupuhu range. Like
other villages in the low lands and valleys wet-paddy field
is comman and jhuming in Lthe mountain slopeg are generally
practiced. Phor and Sutsu vfllages are situated on the slope
of Zhupuhu range. Depariment of Geology and Mining of the
state Gevernment during the last :decade have discovered
promising deposits of limestone having considerable economic

potentials in these two wvillages.

The early arrival of road in Meluri and Akhegho
villages in  particular has been responsible for a large

parts of forests being lost due to lumbering. Timbers were
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partly wused for local consumption for construction of
houses, furnitures etc. and partly supplied to the other
parts of the world. At present, there is hardly any mature
wood found in the forest, excepling some parts where il isg
nolt accessible at all, as lhe nature of hills are too rugged

and steep Lo permil deforestation.

0f the current time, Phokhungri, Kanjang, Matikhru,
Phor, Sulsu, Reguri and New Thewati in all the accessible
and nearby roads, ltrees are randomly felled as logs and
timber and supplying to the industrial cenlres. If the
destruction continues at this rate, it is obious that within
a short period of time forested areas of the region may bhe
turned into bare lands. Table 4.1 reveals forest cover of
about 60 percent in Avakhung and 75 percent in Rguri, the
area of village is large and practice of ihuming by thinly
populated does notl causé much destruction of forest and
Lhus forested area remain by and large intact. Moreover, due
to the lack of road commuGigation and remoteness, the forest

remain unexploited.

Out of the 10 selected villages, 8 wvillages have
permanenl wet-paddy cultivation, while Avankhung and Akhegho

villages continue with the age old jhum cultivation (see
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Table 4.1.

ECOLOGICAL ATTRIBUTES

/ILLAGES NO.OF  POPUL- ALTITUDE TOTA% FOREST WET JHUM
HOUSE- AREA

HOLDS ATION (METRES) (HECTARS) (%) CULT(A) (7))
AKHEGHO 217 1033 1118 6500 46.28 51.34 48.66
WAKHUNG 16 71 1410 2000 86.15 56.76 43.24
(ANJANG 53 377 1957 1600 62.63 22.79 77.21
WATIKHQU 63 333 1340 2000 67.9 23.08 76.92
IELURI 356 1679 1158 10000 27.3%2 37.5 62.5
EW THEWATI 37 189 1450 2000 73.3 33.33 66.67
"HOKHUGR I 20 511 1450 3800 66.32 33.33 66.67
'HOR 138 812 1450 3800 483.37 33.33 66.67
(EGURI 68 333 1350 2800 75.0 24.86 75.19
s UTSU 45 271 889 3500 76.57 44,44 55.56

FAll areas are approximate.
4.3 DEMOGRAPHIC STRUCTURE

From the table no. 4.2 it revealed that in Matikhru,
New Thewali and Reguri villages, the infant and adolescent
age group (O — 13) are more than the working age group (16 -
60). While in Akhegho, Avakhung, Phokungri, Phor and Sutsu
villages, the working age group is more than the infant and
the adolescents. The population in the age qgroup 60+
constitute ihe lowest proportion of the population in all

the 10 villages.
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Table 4.2

AGE, SEX RATIO, DEPENDENCY AND CHILD- WOMEN RATIO

Villages Infant Working 01d Ser ratio Dependency Child-Woman
Adolecent age group 40+(X%) Female per ratio ratio
0 - 15 % 16 - &0 % 1000 Males

1 2 3 4 S b 7
fikhegho 42.67 55.63 1.71 1049 80 19
Avankhung.  3%9.71 94.41 5.88 838 84 15
Kanjang 48.04 45.29 6.70 1034 83 15
Matikhru 50.00 17 .34 2.66 1022 111 14
Meluri 48.61 48.41 2.7%9 213 107 11
New Thewati 50.93 44 .44 © o 4.43 842 104 11
Phokhungri 47.44 950.96 1.60 962 26 21
Phor 45:24 52.38 2.38 862 21 10
Reguri 95.50 42.20 2.29 863 125 20
Sutsu 45.38 50.42 4.20 831 28 20

SOURCE @ FIELD SURVEY, 1992

The sex ratio of female in Akhegho, Kanjang and M™Matikhru,
female populalion emceeds that of the men population and in
the remaining seven villages male population out numbers

female population.

Table 4.2 shows that the highest ratio of dependence
is  found in Reguri, at 111.24 per cent and the lowest in

Akhegho, 87%9.7% per cent. The ratio of dependence 1in
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Table 4.3

Work Structure

Villages UWorking Population (%) Cultivations Govt.Service Business Total
Total n F (%) (X) (X Working Popn.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Akhegho 51.54 25.59 25.93 89.08 7.95 2.31 151
Avankhung 54 .41 26.47 27.94 94.59 5.41 0 37
Kanjang . 37.98 18.43 19.55 ?1.18 7.35 2.63 68
Matikhru 34.57 17.02 17.55 20.23 7.69 2.08 65
Meluri 43.81 21.29 22.582 77.3% 21.37 1.27 393
New Thewati 40.74 20.37 20.37 B&.36 ?.09 4.55 44
Fhokhungri 44.23 20.51 23.72 B6.23 12.32 1.45 138
Phor 49.52 25.24 24.29 84.61 13.46 1.92 104
Reguri 41.28 18.81 22.48 92.22 3.33 4.44 20
Sutsu 49.58 26.50 23.98 85.75 11.17 3.08 59

SOURCE @ FIELD SURVEY. 1992

Employees as the Office of Area Superintendent 1is
located here and Phokhungri (12.32%4) wvillage have Extra
Assistant Commissioner Post. Further, table 4.3 reveals that
people carry eon little trade and business either among
themselves or outlside. New Thewati and Reguri show the
highest number of persons involved in business. These two
villages bordering Myanmar a most favourable location for

business. Reguri village is well known for buffalo trading.
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Matikhru, Meluri and New Thewati is between 103 and 112 and
in Avankhunyg, Kanjang, Phokungri, Phor and Sutsu between 80
and 100. The table further reveals that in Akhegho,
Avankhunyg, Kanjang, Phokhungri, Reguri and Sutco  villages,
child-women ratio 1is between 20 and 22, and in Matikhru,
Meluri, New Thewati and Phor villages the ratio is between

10 and 15.
4.4 WORK STRUCTURE

Table 4.3 shows that majority of the working
population are Cultivators. The highest proportion of
cultivators is noticed in Avakhunyg village (94.52%) followed
by Reguri village (92.22%). Akhegho, Kanjanyg, Matikhru, New
Thewati, Phokhungri, Phor and Sutsu villages have above 80
per cent of its working population as cultivators. Meluri
village (77.35%) situated close to the urban area has the
lowest percentage of cultivators. The comparative table
reveals thalt Meluri has the highest (21.37%4) percentage of
persons engaged in Government service compared to other
villages. It.is ohvious as the Meluri village is situated
very close to the urban centre providing maximum educational
facilities and better chance of getting into government
services. Localisation of government adminstration centres
on the other hand provides opportunity to local people to
avail Govl. service, as for instance, Phor (13.46%) has the

gsecond highest preportion of ygovti.
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From Pansa, Shira and Laiyun (villages in Myanmar) buffaloes
are brought and distributed to all the "~ villages in the
region. The other commodities brought are including stones,

drugs and Aghor.

It is interesting to note that even in the remotest
villages shops are run by Marwaris as the people of this

region do not realise the benifit of trade and business yet.

Table 4.4

Place of Work

Villages Within the Within the Within Outside Total Worker Working

Village Region Nagaland Nagaland outside the village
1 2 3 4 5 6

Akhegho 96.6% 1.99 1.32 0 3.31

Avakhung 97 .29 2.70 ¢ 0 2.70

Kanjang ?8.76 3.88 1.88 0.47 6.23

Mat ikhru 28.53 1.534 0 0 1.94

fleluri 24.15 3.05 2.54 25 5.84

New Thewati 97.73 2.27 0 0 2.27

Fhokhungri 24.20 2.%0 2.17 759 5.82

Fhor 93.27 1.93 3.85 .96 6.74

Reguri ?7.78 2.22 0 0 2.a2

BSutsu 4.92 5.08 3.3%9 1.6% 10.16

SDURCE :

FIELD SURVEY, 1992
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The largest proportion of the workers are confined
within the village. It is notice from table 3.4 that in all
the selected villages above 907 of the workers aré working
within the village. In Kanjang, Meluri, Phokhungri, Phor and
Sutlsu villages, workers moving outside the region and

outside Nagaland is phbserved.

Satsu village show the higest proportion of workers working
odtside the vilage (10.16%), followed by Phor (46.74%),
Kanjang (6.23%), Meluri (5.84%), Phokhungri (5.82%4) and the

remaining villages with negligible of Lelow 3 per cent.

4.5 MARRIAGE STRUCTURE

Marriage perhtaps is the most important parameter of
social interaction that takes place over space. Marriage
fields, in more senses Lhan one, define the spatial
manifestation of social interaction in any social group.
Traditionally, marriage within the same clan is practiced in
Phor, Reqguri, and Kanjanyg villajges. While it is strictly
restricted in Akhegho, Avankhung, Matikhru, Meluri,

Phokhungri, New Thewati and Sutsu villages.
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Table 4.5

Place of Marriage

Villages No. of Married Fercentage place of fMarriage (%)
Persons within the within the outside
T f F Village region
1 2 3 4 5 : 6 7 8
fikhegho 128 63 65 43.6% 96.89 1.56 1.56
Avankhung. 31 14 15 45.59 87.10 ?.68 0
Kanjang 61 31 30 34.10 BS.26 16.13 12.90
Matikhru 98 30 28 30.85 82.74 10.34 6.90
Meluri 242 171 174 26.98 22.56 4.13 3.31
New Thewati 41 19 22 37.94 87.80 6.17 0
Phokhungri 104 94 52 33.97 94.34 5.66 0
Phor 71 35 36 33.81 922.96 4,23 2.82
Reguri 74 37 37 33.74 95.95 4.05 0
Sutsu 50 25 23 42.02 926.00 6.00 2.00

SOURCE : FIELD SURVEY. 1992

Table No 4.5 reveals that marriage takes place mostly

within the villages. Kanjang village and Matikhru village

record the highes! number of person marrying out side which

constitute 29.02%4 and 17.24% of all marriages respectively.

Akhegho and Meluri villages are found to have the lowest

inter-village marriages. It is also observed thalt marriages
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within the village is taking place in the village with wvery
large size of population and marrying outside is relatively

more common in villages having small population size.

Further figure No.4.1. shows thal Matikhru village has
the maximum inter—-village linkage through marriage. This
village both recieves and sends boys and girls Lo and from
other villages. On the other hand, Sutsu village only sends
girls to Meluri and Phokhungri. Akhegho village is noticed
to have marriages taking place with neighbouring villages of
Meluri and Kukegho. Fhokhungri village rec@aved only boys
from mneighbouring villages as well as from far off

villages.
4.6 EDUCATION STRUCTURES

Increasing spread of literacy and eagerness to avail
higher educalion evenlually leads to greater spatial
interaction through mobility as facilities of education tend
to get localized. Patterns of literacy reveals to be
significantly high in most villages, four villages having
above 70 percent of literate person. Malikhru village, . with
88.10 per cent literate population records the highest level
of literacy followed by Sulsu with 79.59 percentt, Kanjang
with 73.68 percent, Phor with 70.4%9 percent and Fhokhungri
with £9.84 percent literate population. The lowest literacy

rate of 40.68 percent is recorded al Avakhung village.
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The higher literacy rate, however, does not indicate
similar levels of education. Majority of the literates fall
under the Primary and High School level of education (Table
No.4.6). Meluri village, with 7.8 per cent literate above
Matric has the highest proportion of educated persons.
Avakhung, New Thewari and Reguri villages do not have even a

single person lto have passed matric.

Table 4.6

Educational Level

Villages Population Literate Below Primary Primary Matric & Literate
Above 5 Years (%) (%) to Above

T f F H.S T f F
Akhegho as% 133 126 S1.74 40.30 58.21 1.49 134 B84 S0
Avankhung 59 33 26 40,48 73.00 25.00 0 24 13 9
Kanjang 52 73 79 73.648 22.32 74.11 3.57 112 57 95
Matikhru 68 85 B3 88.10 19.59 77.70 2.70 148 77 71
Meluri 789 206 383 45.27 19.03 71.84 7.18 915 296 219
New Thewati 92 47 45 48,91 40.00 60.00 0 45 24 21
Phokhungri 262 136 126 6%9.84 28.42 70.4% 1.09 183 107 76
Phor : 183 26 87 70.4%9 13.60 74,42 3.43 12 75 5S4
Reguri 180 24 B4 59.44 33.64 66.36 0 107 40 47
Sutsuy 48 53 45 79.5 28.21 86,67 5.13 78 48 30

SOURCE @

FIELD SURVEY, 1992
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Table 4.7

PLACE OF STUDY

Villages Within the Within the Within Outside
Village (%) region(%) Nagaland (%) Nagaland (%)
e e e oo e e et o e e e o 2 s e e e e o e e e T3 e o e sm o e e L e o e e e e e [ PP
Athegho ?2.54 10.72 1.40 0
Avakhung 58.72 41.28 0 o)
{anjani 8%2.29 8.09 1.79 0
Matikhru 83.78 12.16 4.04 0]
Meluri ?2.23 o 5.63 2.14
Mew thewati bb.67 33.33 O 0
Phokhungri 87.62 8.74 1.64 0
FPhor 79.07 13. 19 6.97 0.78
Reguri 6H4.49 35.51 0 0
Sutsu 85.%0 11.54 1.56 1.0
SOURCE @ FIELD SURVEY, 1992

Majority of the literate obtains their education
within the village itself. It is noticed (Table No.4.7) that
Avalkhung, New Thawati and Reguri villages héve the highest
proportion of studenlts studying outside the vkllage, but
within the region, the reason is, in lheir wvillages only
primary level education is available hence, they are forced
to move to nearest village where higher level of education

is available.



Geographical, economic, communication and standard of
school factors play an important role in the attainment of
education in the villages. Majority of the wvillajges are
situated in the remole area with meagre populalion. It s
difficutl to establish school in all the villanges.
Qenerally, people are economically backward and parents
cannot afford their children to study in the urban centres
where proper education facilities are available.
Consequently, Fhildren are compelled to read mostly in their
own village schools and some in schools of the neighbouring
villages. Besides, lack of efficient communication and 1low
standard school are the olher drawbacks for the wvillages.
These are the reasons of high literacy rate and low

proportion of high level education.
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Moreover, proportion of the literate segment oulside
the region butl within Nagaland is comparatively low. The
highest proportion is seen in Phor which is only 6.97 per
cent followed by Meluri with 5.63 per cent of the literate
studying outside has 4.04 per cent of such proportion. The
entire literate population in Avakhung, New Thewati, and
Reguri wvillages has educated itself within the regién. The
share of literate population which educated outside Nagaland
is negligible. Meluri village shows the highest populatioﬁ
(2.14%) followed by Sutsu (1.004) & FPhor (0.78%Z). The
reasons are, thus, people are economically backward and thus
they are probably constrained by fimancial problems. A few
students gJetl priviledge to pursue further studies outlside
the region only after crossing matric standard. It can be
noted that mostly studenls readinyg outside are above matric
level only. Another sgsignificant reason may be lack of
awareness for higher education which restricts the

population with the region.

4.8. LANGUAGE STRUCTURE

Lingquistlic composition of any area reflects the degree
af inter-mixing of diverse people of diverse origin and may

ke considered as -an important parameter for gspatial
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interaction. Qut of 10 selected villages for the present
5tudy, 5 villages are found speaking a single dialect, in
four other wvillages two dialects are in wuse and four
dialects are spoken in one more village. The single dialect
villages are Akhegho (Apoksah dialect), Meluri (Meluri
dialect), Phor (Phoyisha dialect), Phokhungri and Satlsu
(Laruthvu dialect). Two dialects spoken wvillages are
Avakhung (Avakhung dialect and Laruthvu dialect), Kanjang
(Kuki and Muleri dialects), New Thawati (Laruthvu and
Samphori dialects) and Reguri (Phoyisha dialect). Only
villange with four dialects is Matikhru (Meluri, Matikhru,

Phoyisha and Samphori dialects).

It is opserved that villages speaking single dialect
are first settled and are old villages. Number of household
and population also larger than that of fhe mix—dialect
villages. This is one of the factors that the wvillage
maintain Lo speak single dialect. It is now evident that
more Lhan one dialect speaking villages are recently
established villages. For instance, Reguri village they are
migrated from two directions consisting of two immegrant
groups. One from Phoyisha group and the other from samphori
group.The original home of these immigrants are Yesi village
of Phoyisha and Phekhungri village of Samphori group (see

figure 4.Z). With small number of population and different
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dialects groups are the main factors of presenting more than
one dialect. As discussed in earlier chapter equally smaller
population always tends to encourage maintaining own mother
tongue. Since it does not help to assimilate one dialect to

another dialeclt group.

EBesides the above reasons, Matikhru village has a
upique reason of having four dialects, that is, in 1946, all
the male population has‘been masacred by the Indian Army1,
during HNaga Natiomnal Council (NNC) movement. Hence, from
every direction male population migrated to this village and
thus different dialect groups gathered graduelly and
consequently four dialecls spoken group piled up in  this

village.

In the Churches local dialrcts and tribe's common
language 1is used in all the villages. In Lhe schools it 1is

taught in English.

In Matikhru village 58.23 percent of the population
knows four or more languages. It is only 20 per cent in’
Akhegho, Mew Thewati, Phokhungri, Phor, Reguri and Sutsu
villages. While in Avakhung, Kanjang and Meluri wvillages
only between 10 and Z0 percent of the population is multi-
lingual. Majority of the villages are found to be bi and

Lri-linguist.
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LANGUAGE STRUCTURE

location and diverse linguistic

present

itself has influenced the people to learn more

LANGUAGES KNDWN

(%)

VILLAGES DIALECT DIALECT DIALECT MONO BI- TRI- MULTI-
INGIDE | IN THE IN THE LINGU- LINGU- LINGU- LINGU
THE FAMILY | CHURCH SCHOOI- ISTIC ISTIC ISTIC -1STIC
AKHEGHOD A A.M. Ak 21.71 23.53 25.94 28.83
AQQKHUNG T.L L.M LE 31.61 43.87 9.68 14.84
KANJANG K.M K KE 27 .46 30.12 17.62 10.81
MATIKHRU Mh.M.5.P M ME 6.57 18.57 16.57 58.29
MEL.URL ™ M ME 19.76 34.13 26.23 19.88
NEW THEWATI L.S. L.S.N  LSE 6.67 23,33 31.67 21.66
PHOKHUGR I L. LM LE 25.81 34.37 16.88 22.94
PHOR P P™ PE 20.95 22.95 28.13 26.99
REGURI P.S P.M PE 28.35 27.84 20.10 23.71
SUTSU L LM LE 30.61 23.47 20.20 25.71
SOURCE FIELD SURVEY, 1992
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4.9. CONCLUDING STATEMENT

The preceding analysis revealed that the pattern of
spatial interaction continues to be limited witlhin the
region itself having very little interaction with the
outside. The primary reasons for this restricted interaclion
sppears to be rooted in a subsistence nature of the highland
economy, venerally low level of dependency, lack of
awareness for higher education, low level of unemployment
and agrarian or pre—agrarian modes of economy as well as

historical factors,

However, intra-regional interaction seems to be of a
very high ordetr as the rescurce base of the villages in this
region differs substantially, increasing inter—-regional
inter—-dependencies. The basis of interaction continues to
be, however, 'more pronounced in the sphere of primordial
social behaviour representated by marital arrangements.
Pecularity of clan-composition, however, 'restricts this
interactiop to selected villages as most of the wvillages

have multiple clans.

Emergeénce of an urban centre of importance is slowly
modifying the patltern of interacltion as it is assuming nodal

importance for inter-—regional interaction in mosl aspecls.



Chapter VUV

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS

5.1. An attempt was made in this research to examine and,
analyse tLhe pattern of spatial interaction among Pochuries
&f Nagaland, numerically one of the smallest tribes living
in highland areas in close proximity to the international
border. The main objecltives of the study were to examine the
resogurces and settlement structure of the area inhabited by
the Pochuries and to examine and explain the nature of
socio-spaltial interactions wilh in and across the region.
The study was mainly based on data «collected from the
villages through field enquiry supported by informations

collected from secondary sources.
Important findings based on the study are summarised below;

5.2, Eight immigrant groups have been identified as the
occupants of the region ! Apoksah, Laruri, Phoyisha,
Matikhru, Meluri, Kuki, Avankhung and Somphori. It is
pointed out that the concept of tribalism, cultural traits
and tribal feud acted as the mechanism of Forﬁing regional

mosaic of the Lribe Pochury. Furlther it is identified that

the name Fochury is recent formation and is derived from
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Sapo, Kuchu and Khury, & group of people of Naga ethnic lype
occupied this region since time immemorial, whereas, the

name Pochury is of recent formaltion.

5.3. The demographic prbfile of the region shaows that :

a) The settlements contain small size of population in

general. Only 4 villages have population above one thousand.

b)Y The population growth rate has marginally declined in the
recent times. Majority of the villages recorded less than 50

percent growth during 1981 - 91,

) Nearly half of the villages show an excess of males while

females are in excess in as many as 14 villajges.

d) The region shows & fairly good response to literacy with
more Lthan half of the population is literate in 14 villages.
Only three wvillages havea literate segment below 30 per

cent.
5.4. The economic bhase of the region indicates that :

a) Subsistence jhum cultivation dominates the economic life
of the Pochuries in nearly all the villages. Apart from
rice, small quantities of maize, millet and yam constitute

the production.
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b)) Agricultural production is rather insufficient and not
much surplus is available for market. Animal husbandary 1is
practised with raising of buffaloes, mithun, chicken and
pigs. Akhegho 1is the only village a surplus of maize

production.

cb The rich forest cover of the region is increasingly being
cut—-down for selling and earninyg money income to most of the
villagers. After the construction of roads early 80°'s many
villages nearer the roads giving up agriculture in favour of

lumbering.

d} Trade across the border constituted an important economic
base for the villagers nearer to Myanmar (Burma). Buffalo
trading 1is an important economic function of the people of
Reguri wvillage. Trade in salt has diminished in importance
with the increasing availability of this commodity from

outside the region.

e) Development of a small urban industrial centre at Wezihu
is employing a few people in Lhe cement factory taking
édvantage of the limestone deposits in the region. The
administrative centre at Meluri too is increasingly
attracting more population in this township where non-

anricultural work is available.
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£) The location of the region close to Myanmar has prompted
international trade in certain items which keeps a few
engaged in trade links across the border and across the

region.

3.5. The complex nature of migration of dif?ereﬁt Jroups and
their latter inter-mingling within the region has, however
produced distinct linguistic pattern in this small tribe. As
many as 8 linguistic groups are identified within the
region. The highest language region level interactions 1is
indicated among ihe lLaruthvy, Samphori and Phoyisha
speakers. However, the most dominant language in  terms of
speakers are ! laruri, Phoyisha and Meluri. Matikhru, Kuki
and Avankhung speakers are highly neglegible. Somphori
speaker is always a mixture with other groups. The degree of

interaction is negligible in the case of Apoksah group also.

As many as 16 villages have one language consisting of
either Meluri, Laruri, Apoksah and Phoyisha. 8 villages
recorded mixture of two languages, 3 and 4 language
combinations are found in one wvillage each indicating
migration of other linguistic groups into these two villages

namely Matikhru and Mollen.

l.ikewise the tribe consists of a large number of clans,

numbering around 57. Akhegho and Matikhru villages show the



largest clan composition with 15 clans each. Immigration of
diverse clan 9groups into these villages from neibouring

areas has resulted in a complex clan composition.

5.6. The region shows a high level of multi-lingualism amony
the people because of the diversity of linguistic groups
s@ttling in the area. However, their knowledge of Hindi 1is
negligible. The only excepltion is Meluri village near the
urban cenltre where a substantial segment knows Nagamese,
Hindi and English. It is interesting to note. that the
knowledge of non-regional language is more through social
interactions with non-regional population than through
spatial contacts. Presence of army post in Kanjang,
Phokungri, Sutsu villages has enabled the local people to
converse in Hindi and Nepali. Knowledge of Hindi and other
Indian languages by a substantial rpopulation of Reguri
village is due to their external contacls through trades in

buffaloes.

%.7. Spatial interaction among the Pochuries seem lo be
largely confined within the 26 villages, constituting the
region. The extent of their intra-regional movemenls 1is
indicated hy the dialect reyions. That these migrations are
of recent oringin is clear from multi-dialectal population of

many villages.
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5.8. Interaction based on place of work reveals that
majority of people in all the selected villages work within
the wvillage. As many as three villages namely Avankhung,
Kanjang and Reguri do nolt have a single worker moving
outside the village, and in anotlher sel of 3 villages the.
proportion of workers working outside the village is highly
negligible. These villages are Matikhru, Meluri and New
Thawati. A significant proportion of the workers in Akhegho
and Sutsu wgrk outside the village butl within the region or
within Nagaland. Though the proportion of workers working

outside are found both outside the region as well as oulside

Lhe stale revealing greater interacltion with oulside world.

5.9 The tribe shows very little inter—village links throungh
marriage. Most marriages take place within the village
itself. The presence of a large number of clans within a
single village does not necessitate marriage links with

other villages.

Cases of inter—-village marriage links are found in those

villages which have relatively fewer clans in them.

B

%.10. Compulsions of receiving formal education in tlhe
recent times is increasing spatial mohbility of the people.
However, since higher education is received by a miniscule

of the population much of the mobility is confined to the
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region itself. Only Phor, Meluri and Sutlsu shows a grealer
mobility for receiving formal education. As much as 13 per
cent of the literate population has left the wvillage for
studying outside which includes crossing the state boundary.
Population of literate segment which has received education
oulside the village is relatively high (7 - 10 %), in Phor,
Reéuri and Avankhunyg. Butl the extent of mobility is limited
to the region ilself particularly moving to the urban centre

at Meluri.

5.11. The proportion of workers working outside is indicated
very few. Out of 10 villages few populaltion from Kanjang,
Meluri, FPhor, Phokhungri, and Sutsu villages shows working

outside the Nagaland.

In c¢onclusion, it may be said that the region is beginning
to develop spatial linkages with other regions within
Nagaland. However, ilts linkages within the region are bhased
more on social parameters primarily because the economy
continues to be largely of self-subsistent nature. Regional
development processes are slowly penetrating into this high
land area and the tribal population is gradually responding

to the external forces by shedding its introvert charactler.
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This study is only indicative of the nature of interaction
amonig the Pochury. Lack of data and researchers on the tribe
constitute a major handicap for an indepth study. More
field-based studies are required for a fuller wunderstanding

of the dynamics of interaction in tribal areas of Nagaland.
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A VIEW OF THE HILL-TOP SETTLEMENT,
TYPICAL OF MOST NAGA VILLAGES.

SPREAD OF LITERACY HAS NECESSITATED ESTAELISHMENT
OF FORMAL SCHOOLS IN THE REGION.



SALE OF FISH IN THE MARKET IS A COMMON SIGHT.

A VIEW OF THE INCREASING ACCEPTANCE OF WET-PADDY
CULTIVATION.
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