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The third chapter makes an attempt to identify 

regional niosaic in the arsa. of Pochury cocentration based on 

historical migrations, and present linguistic and clan 

composition of all the villages constituting Pochury 

territory. 

In the fourth chapter, an attempt is made to identify 

the nature of socio-Spatial interaction with the help of 

field data collected from households belonging to sample 

villages. 

The final chapter provides a summary of findings and 

conclusions. 



CHAPTE:R II 

SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE POCHURY 

E.1 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 

Pochury is numerically one of the smallest tribes 

inhabiting, economically and socially backward highland 

region in Nagaland. Their present distribution in this small 

pocket is expected to provide significant insight into the 

pattern of spatial intereaction in the region. The objective 

of this cfiapter is therfore to understand and iinalyse tlie 

ecological setting of the region in which the Pochuries liave 

settled and their demographic, social and econuniic 

characterstics as facets of their social as well as spatial 

intereactions. 

The contents in this chapter sre ecological setting 

which indicates the resource base and economic responsey of 

the people, village wise distribution of population, and 

patterns of growth, sex ratio, literacy and availability of 

i nf r a-st ru ctu ral fac i1i t i es . 

Both primary and secondary sources of data are used 

for the present s tudy. 
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2.2 ECOLUGICAL SETTING 

the homeland of the Pochury is characterised by series 

oP mountain ran>ges and intervening valleys- Lvergreen 

vegetation covers must of the s-ren in the region. Ihe niost 

prevailing flora are pinpci , oal- , chestnuts, gooseberry, 

baftiboo, orchids, mango, ferns, cane and palm. Trees were 

used only for fuel and construction of house piarpose by the 

people before roads were constructed. But after the arrival 

of new roads, pines and other hacdwoods were comrne r c lal i sed 

and supplied to other parts of the region. As a result large 

portion of the virgin forest were cleared. Cane I^ 

abundantly found in the forests of this region. However, 

Reguri is thf? only village utilising canes in llrâ  ing cane-

table, whichi is one of the most important indigeneous 

household industry in this region. Canecrafts ^.re made by 

t>xpert and skillful villagers. The product is very popular 

and demands froni other pafts of the regions are rarely 

fulfilled. Efesides this, Athegho, Lephory and Meluri 

villages are using canes for making bastet and also for 

constructing bridges. 

Cimple and aboriginal methods of pasturing is 

practised by the villagers on the gifted vegetations. They 

simply set free livestocts lite bufallo, iiutliun, atid cows in 

the jungle which an? left Fallow after j hum cu 111 v-̂  i j o11 , 
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fills t y p e o f li vestoci- is h a r d l y e n o u g h f o r l o u a l 

c u II s (.1 m p 11 o n & . 

T h e e a r l i e s t a n d o n l y m i n e r a l t o be u s e d b y t h i ^ t r i b e 

are brine/salt water and clay. Efrine/salt W'^ter is available 

in Hutsu, F'Jeguriy and Al-hegho villages. Once upon a tnue the 

whole region was supplied salt by the above nientiuned 

villages. Tribes 1 11-e Angami, ChaJhesang, Geina ctnd Sang tain 

used to coiiie for trading ia salt. At present because of 

cheap and easy availability of salt in the ^•lar^et, AMiegho, 

Kukegho and Reguri villages have given up producing salt. 

However. Hutsu village continues with this practice of salt 

e!;traction and is popular fur this household industry. 

Though the price of this 3 iidegenou s 1 y inade salt is 

comparatively high the demand for this commodity too is 

quite high and never adequately nieets the demand of people. 

The only reason could be the good quality of the salt. 

Sutsu and Laruri is well tnown for their stills in 

mal-.ing earthen pots by using clay soil. They are v;ell 

stilled to design pots of any shape and sines. Out after the 

introduction oP modern pots indigenously niade earthen pots 

c\re seldom used. However, these two villages continue to 

specialize in this industry in uder to meet whatever local 

deniand exists for earthen pots. 
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111 r r t> c riiis region is very rich in mineral r esm 

important inineral deposits according to Geology and Mining 

departnient are , 1 ifiies tone , decorative serpentine, brine/salt 

vater, chroinite, magnesite, tale, 3)ate, asbestos, iiiarble, 

base (Tietsi and copper-molybdenum. These minerals discovered 

has drawn the interest of Government in this region. 

Henceforth roads Are constructed even to the remotest parts 

of the region in order to exfiloit minerals. Go far. North­

east Council has set up one Mini Cement factory at Uecihu. 

It may be stated that this region is rather fortunate to 

have tfie ma;cimum mineral deposit in whole of Nagalaiid. The 

scope for future economic development is bright. 

T«::u river flowing from west to southi-east ";ith wide 

valleys has fertile soil m thiem. This river touches atleast 

12 villages of tlie region and meeting river Chiiidwin in 

Myanmar . Hov;ever, Meluri, Khumiasu, A^hegho and Kut egho 

villages have the maximum flat land along the river valley 

in which wet paddy cultivation is well developed, llie main 

tributaries are Jiji, Reydi, Luyaukdi and Yowsudi. Vet, this 

water potentials remainfd unutilized. Only to sonie extent 

thesp perennial streams fend water by means oF irrigation to 

wet-paddy fields in the valleys. 

The above mentioned rivers along with two lal^es, atid 

Khiturahie have abundant fishes for the consumption of the 
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villagers. Fish is a significant part of the diet for 

villages situated along these rivers and lakes. Particularly 

in lieluri and Khumiasu villages, availability of fish plays 

a significant role in econoinic activities. About lO'/. of the 

household income rests on fishing. Apart from fishing, 

hunting is very popular. The region is richly endowed in 

fauna like deer, bear, wi ld--mi thun, boar, tiger, monkey, 

peacock, hornbill etc. Only malefolks are involved in 

hunting with crossbow, spear and d.ao. But after the 

introduction of modern weapons such as guns, tlie 

indegeneous ly made tools are seldomly used. During tlie 

festivals and important occasions all the male population of 

the village goes on combined group hunting and all the kills 

are feasted together in the village ground. But these days, 

killing of bears, tigers and wi ld--mi tliun fetcit a good amount 

of money by selling levers and skins. It is in large demand 

from outside. 

The ecological setting of the region hardly favours 

settled intensive cultivation. But it offers scope for many 

economic activities based on forestry, fishing and household 

industry and the people have responded to all these 

activities in the non-agricultural sectors of the economy. 

The location of the region in the highl^^.nd areas and across 

international borders provides am file opportunities in 
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trading ] ti local resources, l-loweve r̂ , modern industrial goods 

<r\re gradually mating Ihe^r way into this remote ai'ea thereby 

mal-ing the people to respond to this new influences. 

2.3 ECONOMIC CHARACTERSTICS. 

The main occupation of the people of this region is 

cultivation. Only a few B.re employed in the Government 

Administrative Offices in Meluri and in Mini Cement Factory 

at Wezihu. Despite weak agrarian b3i<ie, agriculture is the 

niain economic base of the people of this tribe. Agricultural 

system, however, is primiLive and subsistence in nature. 

SJhifting cultivation is widely spread all over the region. 

Villages namely Meluri, Matil-hru, Kanjang, Lephory, MheqUo, 

Reguri and Hutsu villages have developed some perinanent wet-

paddy cultivation through artificial irrigation methods. As 

the flat land is liiiiited, products are enough only for local 

consumption. The major crops are rice, nallet, niaize yani and 

chilly. Thus the staple food is rice, iiiillet and iiiaire. 

Al'heghu is the only village with surplus of niaize 

production, which is supplied to Dimapur and ne i qlibuur ing 

villages. Interestingly in Meluri village, milJet is stocl-ed 

in ttie granaries enough for three to four years for tfie 

whole faniily and suprisingly 50 to 60 years old stock is 

found in the granaries. They reserve this in order to face 

natural calami t y/Panii ne , wliich are not unconiiiion. 
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Horticulture is anoLlier iin|.ior ta(\t agricultural 

practice cuininq up in Meluri village, l-ruits l^^e banana, 

orange, inango, gauva, pmeaple and papaya are suited to this 

soil and climate of these villages. 

The important hiousehoJd industries are salt, pottery, 

cane-craft and weaving. Bait is produced in Hutsu village. 

^'ottery is practised in Sutsu and Laruri villages. Cane-

crafts are found practised in Reguri village. Traditional 

p;;perti::e in weaving Shawls, lleghala, bag, etc., by the 

womenfoll- is £<n important economic function in every family. 

Rearing of Pigs, Cows and Chicken Are almost in every 

households. Efut this is enough only for household 

consumptions. 

Jn Hutsu, Phothungri, Phor, Shatuja and Zhupu villages 

rearing niithun is '•J&ry common. They even supply this animal 

to neighbouring villages. A single Mithun sold can fetch 

even up to the range of Rs. 8,000/- (Eight thousand), 

Buffalo rearing by MatiNiru, Kanjang, Lephory and Reguri 

villagers is the most significant and beneficial one, 

because they employ ttiis aniiniU to plough v-'dt -paddy fields. 

So fai.r no modern techniques hiave been practised for rearing 

livestocts. 

Further, trading is common MI this region. 

Particularly villages situated in tlie Myanmaf borders. These 
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are Pliothungri, Old Thewati, New Ihewati and RegurJ. Tlie 

trade is carried on salt, sugar, cloths and ottier light 

comriiod 11 les to Myanma r and commodities 111-e medicines, 

aghor, electronics goods are brouglit froni Myaniriar . 

Until late ttOs lumber itig is not t nown in the remote 

villages where pines and bonsoni trees e;;j.st in the virgin 

forest, but, after tite construction of roads people in this 

region fay and largefgavri up cultivatiot) in favour of Felling 

trees and supplying it to the outside industries. At 

present, excepting Meluri village, trees Are randomly cut 

dov,in For lumbeiing m uider to meet their daily 

r egu i remejit^ . 

t-H't̂ rt from the above mentioned economic activities 

fishing and hunting continue as iniportant traditionaJ 

econoirnc activity. 
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2.4 (a) DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 

Table E. 1 (a) 

DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES IN DII-FLRENI POPULATION SIZE CLASSES 

f - ' o p u l a l i o n Si:::e 

I 

be low 100 

100 - 5 0 0 

bOI -- 1000 

100 1 - 1300 

a b o v t ll->UO 

No . of VI1 l a g e s P e r c e n t o f v i l l a g e s 

14 

4 

1 8 . 3 

5 1 .'.-' 

I . 8 

7 . 4 

OTAL 

SOURCE ! CENSUS OF INDIA, 1991 

100 

"1 he 1991 census recorcli. IP.S&C-i persons -is belonging to 

thie Pochury tribe. Table 2.1 (s) shows that this population 

IS unevenly distributed in ?7 villages/towns. "I he si^e of 

the population varies Front less than 100 to 1500 . This 

reveals that a irtajoriLy of Lhe villages are very small m 

thieir size supporting less than 500 persons each. Only two 

out of 25 villages and towns can be considered as very 

large, supporting over 1500 people ea'-h. These are Meluri' 

town and I'leJuri villaqe. 
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Ptfcause of concentration of many amenities, thji, town 

i-tnd the village ~ adjecent to each other - Are suporting 

larger population, 32 per cent of the total population 

re^id&h h e r e . 

Apart froin these two there are another set of one 

small industrial centre & village, Wezihu. and Al'heghu v.'hich 

contain a population si;:;e of 1000 to 1500 each. 

The riiedium sine of 500 to 1000 population villages ^r e 

Lephory, Hutsu, Phothungri and Phor. Ttiere are 18 villages 

with a population less than 500 people. Old Thewati village 

has tht? lowest population size of 47 persons only followed 

by Letsam village which supports only 5,':i persons. 



27 

Table £.1 (b) 

CONCENTRATION OF POPULATION 

Per cent to total No. of villages Percent village; 

populat1 on 

2 

below 1.0 6 H'd.c: 

1.0 ~ 3.0 12 44.4 

3.1-5.0 3 11.1 

5.1-7.0 •^ 7.4 

7 . 1 - 9 . 0 1 3.7 

above 9.0 3 11.1 

TOTAL 27 100 

SOURCE : CLNSUS OF INDIA, 199 1 

Jt IS Llear from table ci.] (b) that only 3 settlements 

each contain over 9 per cent of the total tribal population. 

Majority of the villages, however, account for a smaller 

proportion (i.e. lesb than 3 per cent) of the total Pochury 

populatJ on. This is a indication of a very high degree of 

concentration of the population in a few villages. 
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Fig 2.1 reveals that the small sise of population are 

scattered all over the region, whereas large size population 

villages or town are clustered in the north western part of 

the region. 

2.4 (b) GROWTH OF POPULATION 

According to the 1971 census, 3272 people belonging to 

the Pochury tribe lived in 25 villages. During 1971-81 

merging of two more villages with the Pochuries, the total 

population increased from 5272 (1971) to 8996 (1981) 

resulting in a sharp increase in tlie growth rate of Pochury 

population recording as high as 70.64 per cent during the 

1971-81 period. The Pochury population grew by 42.99 per 

cent during the decade 1981-91 as against 70.64 per cent, 

during the previous decade. However, table 2.2 reveals tliat 

there are large variations in the growth rates at village 

level during 1971-81. The range of variation in 1981-91 is 

not significant as compared to 1971-81 period. In the decade 

1971-81 it varied between -66.67 and 816.67 per cent while 

it varied from 33.20 to 321.36 per cent during the decade 

1981-91. 
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Table 2.2 

POCHURY POPULATION GROWTH 

Ranges 
< X n 7.) 

197 1 - 9 1 
No. of villages 

1901 - 9 1 
No. of villages/town? 

1 

Neqative <-) 

00 - 50 

b1 - 100 

10 1 - 150 

15 1 - 200 

201 - 250 

25 1 - 300 

30 1 - 350 

above 350 

1 

O 

3 

1 

0 

2 

(5 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

TOTAL 25 

bOURCE : CENSUS OF INDIA, 199 1 

"the highest growth r^te of 8 16.67 per cent is recordeJ 

in Ghatuza village while the negative growth is. -66.6/ 

(negative) in Mote village. During 1971 - 81 majority of the 
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.'illages feuorded an inci-ease raniging between b1 and 600'/. 

while m 1981 - 91 18 out- of L'6 villages /town<n experienced 

inci-ease of b1 per cent, and less. 

It IS evident from figure 2.H that the growtii rate in 

Meluri, Zhipu, PhoMuingri and Yesi villages are relatively 

constant. A^hen, Avahhunq, Letsam, Mo^e, Old ThewiAti, 

Sfiatuza and Ulerrihu villages eicperienced some decrease in 

their population cind while Athegho, Hutsu, Ku^egho, Kuzatu, 

Lephory, Natikhru, Meluri town, Phor, Regui i, Sutsu and 

Weshelo have gone down m their percentage oF growt,h rate, 

It 3S also noticed that Kanjang, Laruri and Molleii villages 

have e;;perienced negative growth rate. 

Regular migration withiTi the tribe is responsible for 

negative growth, high growth rate and population fluctuation 

]n sonie villages. higure 3*^ shows spatial pattern of 

migrate on jn this region. 

Since 1971 the population is growing but not as high 

as in 197 1 -- 81. fhis sfiows that inmxgration of lari^e nunibei 

of population too^ place m tlie ttibe during 1971 - 81 

pe r1od . 

Ihe spatial pattern o-f population growth m the area 

of Pochury concentration indicates high level o+ population 

I- e d 1 s t r 1 bu 11 o n !,•/1 t h i n the r e g i o n . 
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2.4 (c) SEX RATIO 

F-i.g 2.3 shows the sex ratio of the 1971, 198 1 and 

199-1. The -bSK ratio for 1971, 1981 and .1991 is calculated 

for each village. The se;; ratios sre grouped into three 

suitable ranges as shown j.n the legend of the map. The se;; 

ratio of Pocliury favours women m 1971 with a ratio as high 

as 1135 but significantly decreases to 817 in 1V81 and to 

793 in 1991 respectively. Only Mew Thawati and Pholhungri 

villages show an increase in feinale population. The rest of 

the vilages experience decrease in female population. 

It is interesting to note tliat tfie se;;-ratio is 

increasingly not in favour of woiiiet\, I he reasons ai e hard to 

account for,. 

2.5 (a) LITERACY 

I he percentage of tlie literate to tlie total population 

in Pochury is 49.76 per cent according to 1991 census 

returns. However it varies From village to village. It is as 

high as 67 per cent in MatiMiru and Kuzatu and as low as 

only 15.?6 per cent in 7hipu. The pei centage of the 

literates In Meluri town, Lephori, Al-.hen, Kanjang, Reguri, 

Mol3en, Wenihu, Letsam, Hutegho, Hutsu and Phor c^re more or 

less same. In these villages the percentage of the literate 
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able 2 . 5 ( iO 
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J. 

7.4 
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is between 51- 60. Table 2.3 revealed that 40.7 per cent are 

under tfus category and tlî  }..<= r cen Lage is above the tribe 

average 149./6 7.) . 

i t js shown from the fig L'-ftthat lieluri fown ib the 

only one where the number of the literates exceeds 1000. 

Again m Meluri and We^rihu villages, the nuinber of tfie 

literates exceeds 600 are less than 800. in Lephory and Mew 

Phor Villages it j s between 40 1 -600 artd in Akhegho, 

Kanjang, Hutsu, Shatura and Matikhru it is between c01 -400. 

In Kul-egho, 5utsu, Phothungri, Al'hen and Reguri it is 100 -

200. And the remaining ^d villages are below 100 which 

account 44.4 percent. 

H.5 (b) AMENITIES 

TRANGPQfnAIIGM. Out of 2'5 villages and ?. towns in the 

region, only ^/i villages B.re connected by rnetalled road. 

Another 12L' villages are served by un-metal 1 ed road and the 

remaining 3 villages are approachable only on foot. 

Helufi Town is well linl-ed to state uapital f(ohiiria. 

Daily Nagaland State Transport buses are plying between 

Meluri to Kohima. The other routes where N.S.T. bus services 

are Meluri to Hhel- (District Hq. > , Meiuri to Kiphire 

(Tuensang district), Meluri to Akhegho and Wezihu. Itie other 

villages availing N.3.I. bus services are Al-hegho. Ku^egho, 

Wezihu and Meluri. Jeeps and trucl-s plyed wliere there is no 

N.G.T. bus servjce. 
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bDULAUUN IMSlITUliON . There art^ 3 High Schools and 2 up­

graded Primary Schools in Meluri, The other villages having 

High School are Hutsu, Lephory and Phor. Ihe remaining 

village?. have only up-graJed Middle Scfiuols and Primary 

Schools. Did Thawati is Lhe only village without a School. 

MEDICAL . Ihere is only one Primary Healtti Centre at Meluri 

I owti. Dispenseries are located in Phor, Hutsu, Lepliory, 

Phol-hungrj Al-hegho, Sutsu and Uenihu. 

t-QS'f AND TtLEGRAPH. Regarding Post and Telegraph facilities, 

it is -found that this amenity is very poor. Only one sub-

post Office 15 located at Meluri Town and 2 branch offjce at 

Phol-hungi-i and We=.ihu. telegraphic Conmiun i ca 11 on is no 

l^n^ed at all. The nearest Office is Phe^. 

WATER SUPPLY. In all the villages drinking water js supplied 

by tap. 

ELECrRICITY. It is so interesting that all the villages have 

been electrified but unfortunately power supply is very poor 

and 1 rregular. 

I'lARKF. T IINICJ . lhe main niarl-eting place is Meluri I own, Here all 

the required consuriier guods are available and anothef 

iiiartetjng place is developed in Wejihu. All the goods are 

directly imorted from Dimapur. 
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c'.6. CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

Jn the present chapter an attempt wai inade to 

understand various aspects of village er-onumy and society, 

Sources of information 3.ri^ based on the census of India. 

Basic Pacts of Nayaland 199 1, and primary source, Cetisus of 

India provide valuable mfoimation and upto date population 

data since 19 71. 

Forest plays an iinportant role m the econoiny of 

this regjon. But in the process of Jhum cultivation and 

lumberinij, large portion of forest have been destroyed. 

Study of pupulatjon reveals that population is un­

evenly distributed, population is increasing steadily AUti 

female population m decreasinij. 

The occuptional structure reveals that majority of the 

population IS engaged m agricultural activitieb. Eijceptini-) 

some road lln^3 tfiis region is very poor in most other 

amenitles. 



Ohsupt^r- I I I 

REGIONAL MOSAIC OF THE POCHURIES 

3.1. INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 

Hi."3tory, linguistic and clan diversity are sicnificant 

Psc.̂  tu 1-f'<5 of «5ocial LUirifu'j J t ] (Jii in MaijaJand and it is found 

Lo bri more cofTiple;; in Lhe aiea oF Pochury c on ren t f at i on in 

<5p3te oP the fact that 3 f, ha|i|.iGn5 to be one of td-i '^niallesL 

area inhabited by any triby« It is this diversification 

vî hich h:£i<5 ]':̂d to unification of new tribes iiiiionq the Maga=i . 

Meanwhile, it could be one of the reasons which encouraye an 

analysis ĉ f the so(. lal mosaic uP this region. 

Social mosciic of tins tribe may be e;;aniined by tat m g 

into account the historical, linguistic and clan compositjun 

of the t^lbe and its spatial patterning. 

While collecting matei-ials on tlie subject, author lias 

carried out e;;tensj\'e Pjeld survey primarily due to non­

availability oP source niatei-ials and also due to the absence 

of any i-e liable contempo i-ai y wo ft on this ttibe. F-'i e 1 d 

survey was conducted m the ( o r IM of interview and c-nivasinq 

of guest 1 uriar es . 
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^.2. HISTORICAL OUTLINE 

An undefstanding of the historical processes of 

nii-jr ::< 11 on . r ed i s t, i- i Lu t i on aiid responce of Itre f'uchuries 

throws s 1 gill f 1 Ldiit Jight, on the nature of spatial 

interaction witfiin the reuion,, It is generally believed that. 

"Originally Nugas were not 1-nown by the names of the tribes 

as they ? r e I-nown now, but by the name of a a roup of 

villages. Gradually, they liave settled down to the tribe 

names as 3.r e found now, but still then tlie process o •( 

amaigation or seperation i-B giving on". This statenient JB 

supported, in the case of the origin of the names of Maga 

tribes. In the case of tfie Pochury as w e l ] , a group of 

people of Naga ethnic type occupied this region since tune 

I 
inimeiiior lal j whereas, the naiiie 'Hochury' is uF recent 

r ormat ion. 

r i i e r e are e i g h t d i s t i n c t in i i in g r a n t g r o u p s c o n s i s t i n g 

o f t h e P o c h u r y . I f i e y 3 r e , P h o y i s h a , L a r u r i , f^puKsah 

l i a t i M i r u , K u l - i , AvaM- iung and M e l u r i . A l l t h e s e j m i n g r a n t s 

have* coinriion c u l t u f a l t r a i t s w i t h o t h e r Naga t r i b e s , As t h e s e 

q r o u p s e n t e r e d i n t o t h i s r e g i o n f r o m d i f f e i e n t d i r e c t i o n s 

ar id a t d i f f e r e n t i n t e r v a l s oF t i m e . Each i i i i n a g r a n t g r o u p has 

1 . G h o s h , B.E-;. , ( 198K) H J S t, or y o_f; N a q a l and , G .Ohand c', Coi i ipany 
L t d , New D e l h i , p . 2 0 . 
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t t s oum l e y e n d s and PoH l o i e s Lo p r o v i d y soine c ] u e t of the' 

f u u t f F^ufn w h e r e t h e y m i g r d t e d . H u ' ^ e v e r , i t i <5 not, e a s y t o 

i d e n t i f y t h e f i r s t a e t t J e r a of t h i s r e g i o n , b t t a u s e t h e 

3ucce<55ivt ' initTiiqt a t \ t s haf e a s s i m i l a t e d t h e i r c u l t u i e s w i t h 

fe'drly s e t t l e r s . R e c e n t r o u t e of m i g r a t i o n a r e sliown i n f i g -

3 . 1 . "̂  

As fa t a s o r i g i n i s c o n c e r n e d , e u c e p t m q A p o t s ah 

g r o u p , othtM" g r o u p s -j t G a l l b e l i e v e d t o l(£*ve tu j ' j r .< t t'd fraiit 

n e i g h b o u r i n g t r i b e s . A c c o r d i n g t o Apot s a h 1 e g e n d s , p e o p l e 6\re 

s a i d t o h a v e m e r g e d f t uni t h e ecd t h „ 

F-ieside t h e a b o v e iinnii g r a n t g r o u p , t h e r e v /ere tv '̂o 

v j l a g e : > m t h i s r e g i o n I-nuwn a s K h u r y a n d k u c h u a n d on* '̂ 

i m i r u g i a n t g i o u p t nown a s Sapu« Kutl iu v i l l a g e was l o c a t e d £\t 

I 
t h e c e n t r ( ^ p g r t of t h e r e g i o n a n d K h u r y v i l l a g e l o c a t e d a t 

t h e e a s t e r n p a r t . S a p o imnii g r a n t s are b e l i e v e d t o fiave 

n u g r a t e d f rom n o r t h - w e s t e r n p a r t of t l a n i p u r a n d s e t t l e d 

down m tfie sou t l i - e a s t e rn p a r t of tfie r e g i o n - J t i s s a i d 

t h s t t d u e t o t r i b a l f e u d K h u r y a n d kuc l iu p e o p l e i.-ere 

d i s p e r s e d and n a g r a t e d t o n e a r b y v i l l a g e s ( t o p t e s e n t l v , 

s e t t l e d v i l l a g e s ) a s s i m i l a t i n g t h e i r l a n g u : ? g c s a n d c u l t u r a J 

h a b i t s I'Mth t h e m . T h i s p e o p l e h a v e l o s t t l i e i t l a n g u r i g e s and 

c u l t u r e s , y e t t h e i r n i e l o d i o u s f o H s a n g s t i l l c o n t i n u e t o be 

E . M y u s u o , L » , ( a r t i c l e ) Hi =. t u r v Q_f Pu chu r y , Al uo (iiiagz m e J 
P . P . F . , v o l . I , A u g u s t , ' 199Tr'Ko"|-7ima. 



43 

v e r y p o p u l a i - t h i ' u u g t i o u t t h e L r i b e . T h u s , I i ngu i s t-1 c a l 1 y and 

c u l l u r a l l y f o u n d t o be d i v G r s B , s t i l l t l i e n , t h e y h a v e one 

i.oiTiiTioii L t a i t on f o U ^ o n g . " The ao t ig Foc l i u Wana i s vfc>ry 

connhon among P o c l i u r y t r i b e " , w h i c h was coi(i(io;>ed by K u c l i u 

and K h u r y peop le? . Cons i d o r i n g t h i s , t h e namy F ' ochu ry v;as 

fo r r i i by t a k i n g F-̂o f r o i n b a p o , Chu f r o m K u c h u and Ry f r u i i i 

K f i u r y ^ . lUe w o f d & i i i e a n i n g S a p o , Kuchu and Khu i -y a r e n o t 

I'nowri by t h f p e o p J e , as i n u n t i o n y d ear l i f t , spea l ^e r o F t h i s 

d i a l e c t have a l f e a i d y gone out: e x i s t e n c e . 

The h i s t o r i c a l pe ' u I i .* r 11 j ys o f t h e F o i r i i a t i u n o f th>"' 

t , r ib t> a ln j i t s r e d 1--t r 3 b u t 1 on i n t h e a.t tie o f i t H, p r e s e n t 

!•. on c Mn t r a t 3 on h a / i - I r i d t o c o m p l e ; ; i n t e f a t t 3 on ;»niong 

i i j f r ? r t ' n t g r o u p s snd havt^ i - e s u J t e d i n t h e f o r i i ic i t i on o f 

l i n g u i s t i c r e g i o n ^ ; a n d c ] an r e u i o n s o f d i f f e r e n t t y p c ' s „ f\\\d 
( 

a t t tMTipt 3S now made t o v) a m i n e t h e l i n g u i s t i c -:ifid c l a n 

r e g i u r i s o f t h e P o c h u i l y s ii>hi.c.h F(itn( t h e b a s j s u( s u c j ^ -

s p a t i a l i n t e t £\ct 3 0T» w i t h i n t h e t r i b e . 

3 . 3 L I N G U I S T I C COMPOSITION 

O u t o f one tov^n and 26 v i l l a g e s OLCUp ied by t h e 

P o c l i u r y t r i b e . i l i s f o u n d t h a t 8 d i s t i n c t d i a 1 f ( t =, a i c-

i p o l - e n by t h e p e o p l e . T h e y a r e Apot sah d 3 a l e c t . M a t i l - h r u 

d i a l f M r t , M e l u r i d i a l e c t . F^fioy3sha d i : : ^ l e c t , G a n i p h o f i d i a ] e L t 

and Ava l -hur ig d i a l e c t . 

1„ P e i i t h v u , P. , ( A r 11 I. 1 e ) , j j j e pe_o_pjje £ £ PuAij.y t M ' P o c h u r y 
S t u d e n t s ' U n i o n A r m u a l M a g a z i n e , 1 9 8 3 - 8 4 , Me I n t i . p . ^ 2 . 

2 . Me in or andoii i Sub im t t e J _to Jth£ Chj_e_f_ Mi n i s l e i o f M a q a l and hy 
t h e p e o p l e o f P o c h u r y , 1 9 7 4 , K o h i i n a , p . 1 ., 
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The F ]'T. 3.11 i t IS r i e v e a J e d t h a t , s i i i o l e d i a l e c t 3C. 

i p o t e n in 16 o u t of 26 v i J J a g e s w h e r e a s two d i a l e c t s are 

spo t en i n 7 o t h e r v i J l a y e s . . .-i a n d 4 d i a l e c t s =iry m u s e d i n 

M o J l e n and M a t i M i r u v i l l f i q e s r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

1 a b ] e 3 . 1 

LAtslGUAGE CUr iPUSIT lQN 

Lan gu ay e / d 1 ii 1 o c L No . of v i l l a g e s 

1 . A p c) I- s a h d i a l e c t 

2 . Kul- 1 ] a n y u a g e 

1. L a r u r i d i a l e c t 

4 , Mat i t hf u d i a J pf I, 

i . M e1u r J d i a l e c t 

6 u P h o y 1 s h a d 3 a 1 e r t 

,-'. Bairiph o r 1 d i a 1 -v? c I 

8 . Aval-huriij d i s l ^ c t 

1 1 

1 

5 

1 I 

S o u r c e : F i e l d t j u r v e y , 199,:.' 

T h i s s i n g l e l a r g e s t d i a l e c t s p o t en i n 9 v i l l a g e s i s 

P h o y i s h a d i a l e c t , f o l l o w e d by L a r u t h v u d i a l e c t IT> t o u t o t h e r 

v i l l a g e s , M e l u r i d i a l e c t i n 3 v i l l a g e s , Apol s a h d i a l e c t i n Zl 

v i l l a g e s and Kul i d i a l e c t i n 'd v i l l a g e ' ^ . . I t i s r eiijar t a b l P 

t h a t SaiTipho (• ] , Mcit i t - i i ru and Aval huny speal-er<^^ a r e i .een iTii;;ed 
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up w] til otlieK linguistic yroup?.. Avaniuiiq dialect i :• 

originally sfiofen by the Aval- huii-j villagers only. Recently a 

group of people ffoin this village rragrated to Melufi town, 

cind -ettled down con cen t r d t i ng m a particular colony 

consisting of 10 to '\'b households and continue to spe©.! 

Av^nl-hung dialect. 

Kut 1 tipeaf ing population is confined only m AMien and 

Kanjanq villages- However, in Kanjang tliey hav^^ a mi; 

-> p e a ̂  e r with M e 1 u r i group. 

four Villages of Laruthvu speal^ers are found to be 

speal-ing Laruthvi dialect? Letsam, Fhoyisha, Sutsu and 

U_aruri. However, it, i^ also notice that spea^ers are 

i 
spfeadmg (to the neighbouring villages of Old Thewati. He"J 

Thewativ Hol-e, Washelo and Zhipu. 

Matilhru speal-ers are not found m any other village 

Ln ths3 tribe. They are cov\cen t rated only m Matil-hru 

village. The other three dialects, also spot en by this 

P'eople and it is observed that spealing Matithru dialect is 

neg1eg1b1e in the tribe. 
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lahie 3.2 

Pochury 
Dialect/Language Combination 

' Village-wise ) 

Villages Language cumbiiiat ion Languages 

AMiegho' one language Apol-sah 

AJhen 1 language Kut i 

Aval hung 2 language l.fhathuri Z.Laruti 

Mutsu 1 language Phovisha 

Kanjang 2 language I.Kuii Z.Meluri 

1 ^ J V^ 1 4. 

Ku^ egho 1 l a n g u a g e Apol'S<r-h 

K u z a t u 1 l a n g u a g e F h o y i s l i a 

L a r u r j j 1 l a n g u a g e L a r u r i 

L e p f i o r y 1 l a n g u a g e " H e l u f i 

Let<5ani 1 l a n g u a g e L a r u r ] 

M a l i M . r u 4 l a n g u a g e 1 . M a t J I-lie u , E . M e l u r i , 

3 . S a i i i p h o i ' 1 T ' K P h o y i s h 

M e l u r i 1 l a n g u a g * ^ M e l u i - } 

l'1e l u r 1 1 own 
Mol y 2 l a n g u a g e 1 -Phoy i<5ha , 2 . L a r u r i 

n o l J e n 3 l a n g u a g e 1 . L a r u r i , „ . r-|-io y i - i f i a , 3 . S a f T p h o r i 

Mew I h e w a t J 2 l a n g u a g e L-.^rur i , Samphn r i 

O l d T h e w a t J 1 l a n g u a g e L a n ^ i i . FJaii.pho r i 

P h o l - h u n g r i 1 I c i i g u a g e L a r u r j 



49 

V i 1 l a n e s 

P h o r - , 

Requri 

S h -̂  I Li:: a 

Wa 'j 11 e 1 o 

W e:: J. 11 u 

7 h 1 pu 

L a n i ] u a g e r o i i i b j n a t i o n 

1 language 

2 language 

1 language 

1 language 

2 ] a t"i g u c> I.J i-

1 1 am 1.1 u a g e 

1 language 

2 language 

L a n g u a'.) e s 

P i K"; y J <H h a 

1 . SaiTipho r 1 , E . P h o y i s I r a 

PI r o y 1 5 h a 

L a r Li r i 

1 . 1 . a t u r 1 , P.. SaiTi p h o r j 

f ̂  11 u y 1 ?> hi a 

F 'hoy i ^ h ;•* 

1 . L a r u r 1 , 2 .F11 o y i s 11 a 

S o u r c e : F'leld B u r v e y 1 9 9 2 . 

Melui{3 d i a l e c t w h i c h 3 5 u s e d a s t h e L o m m o n s t a n d a r d 

l a n g u a g e i^mong t h e p e o p l e uf t h i s t c i b e - T h e t'.«'o niaj o r 

v i l l a g e s u n d e r tliis g r o u p a r e L e p h o r y a n d M e l u r i villaiges. 

KhuiTiiasM 15 t h e o f f s h o o t of fleluri v i l l a g e . The speal-er of 

t h i s l a n g u a g e a.f e a l s o n o t i c e d in K a n j a n g and fiatiMiru 

v i l l a g e s . 

The honie of P h o y i s h a s p e a f e r s a r e Plior, V e s i , Shatu::a, 

H u t s u , K u / a U i a n d W e s i h u . A nii;<ture of t h i s d i a l e c t w i t h 

L a r u t h v u d i a l e c t is s e e n in M o t e . M o l l e n a n d Z h i p u , v h i l e m 

R e g u r i a n d Matil-hru it is w i t h a n o t h e r d i a l e ( L g i o u p , 
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ydirioliori diaJetL i ?> Pound to be spot en by 6 villages, 

ttiey are; Rpyuri, Mai 11-hr u , Old Thewati, Me",' ThewaL], 

Washelo aviid Moleii. Tfiouqh 6 villages Ihis dialect 

significantly, not even a single village is speatjiig thi?, 

dialect ii\ its pure form. In Old ThewaLi and Mew Thewati 

they are assimilated with Laruthvu group, while in Reguri 

and riiolen with Phoyisha speaters. 

3.4.LINGUISTIC REGIONS 

It IS clear frorri the fig. 3.Q,. Lhat the entiie r-ochury 

doniinated area tan be djviijed into four broad Jjnguistic 

zones depending upon the nuniber of languages spot en. In most 

of tlie areaii in the north, only one language is spoJ^en 

thiough at ,least 4 languages are spot en in different parts. 

Towards the south, multiplicity of languages spol-en in =< 

single villages increases . \\\}s ] i> particularly inure Jn tlie 

south-eastern part where 4 languages are in a singlnj 

village. In the central vi]]£*ge too,at least three languag^-^s 

ari:^ 5 p u I- e n , E1 s w 11 e r e i n the south, at least two languages 

cu-e prevalent in eaich of the village indicating a comple;'. 

social as ^'ell as special interaction aniong the ppuple. 

A large nuniber of diveise people Are found in this 

region artd there is a hjgh level oF variation oF dialects 

and langucigt-s. In the north Apotsah npeal-ers ci\re confined to 
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two villagei. In thy no rth-u'ss t Meluri groups occupied the 

I egion and it is e)clpni.linq to the south-vest and 

intei-ifixnq ] J ng with Kul- i and Mat 11-hr 11 speal-yrs. 

Witli contiquous territory, Phoyisha spea^l^g group 

occupies from north to south , This has acted as a barrier 

of Apol- s£\h , M G lu r 1 , Mat 11 hi I 1 1 and Kut i from Lai u r i , Sampho f i 

and Aval-hung speal ing group. 

Larutlivu group is doimnatjng the north-eastern region 

and Baniphori group i-a concentrated in the -^uutfireast part of 

the region ('̂ ee fig. 3 . 3 ) . 

3.5. CLAN COMPOSITION 

\ 
i 

There Ar& b7 clans among Lhe Pochuries in Nagaland 

(deta:J refer table 3 . 3 ) . Matjthru and Al^hetJh^ villages wjtii 

15 clans each displaying the liighest clan compos 111 un among 

the tribe. Kanjang it. thr^ only village with 7 clans. 

Majority of Lhe villages have E to 6 clans (table 3 . 4 ) , 

r epr ĉ  r-itnt ] ng the population. 
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f a L J e ! 3 . 3 

CljiJi compos i t l u n of P o c h u r y I r i b e . 

.1 M o . C l a n ; . 

Chu^ l iOTjgho 

T a n g h o n h g o 

K u p 0 n g 11 o 

Chunagt io 

Yanwayugho 

Cliuba 

P11 u s u n g 11 o 

J a g l i A i j l i o 

Z e n t s e g 11 o 

Apol- s a h 

MingUo 
i 

Mech 3 jugho 

Tsanliuch1gho 

Pu n g h o 

Ajuglio ( Ju r r i ) 

Ptfnchungri (Pern) 

L y r: u r J 

L G p y u r 1 ( L e y r i. ; 

J a n g l - r u r i ( J a n g i i ) 

S a t s i j r 1 

T h e v u r 3 / T h e g h 1 r 1 

N e n y u f i 

S I . N o . 

3 1 . 

3 2 . 

3 3 . 

3 4 . 

3 5 . 

3 6 . 

3 7 . 

3 8 -

3 9 . 

4 0 . 

4 1 . 

4 2 . 

4 3 . 

4 4 . 

4 5 . 

4 6 . 

A7. 

4 8 . 

4 9 . 

5 0 . 

5 1 . 

5 2 . 

C l a n s , 

C l i l u i o c h i i n a i 

Ye p t h u m i 

K e o r e 

W e z a n i i 

F\u s u n i b u 

h h a t e 

M i z u 

r s 9 n l - h u r e 

Ya i i i pu t h u r 

Z e t h u o r 

Hao^ I 1 

S111 g 5 u n 

Ch 011 1 0 1 

H a o 1 0 1 

F 1 t l i u / T h u r r 

f r a l - l i a 

C h i a g h a t h u 

L i t h i u t h i u 

M u ^ u t l i u 

Y 1 1 s u t i 1 u 

T l i u n u 

T h u p i t t i u f r 

3 . 

4 . ' 

3 . 

6 . 

-r 

a. 

9 . 

10, 

11, 

12, 

(3 

14. 

15, 

16. 

17. 

ia. 

19, 

2 0 . 

c' 1 . 

2c : . 
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y i .Mo C 1 ani> S I .Mo C l a n s 

2 4 . 

L'5, 

2 8 , 

3 0 , 

Chune r ] 

N y u i ou 

N y u w i / N g u o r J 

r b u o r i . ( K a j 1 r 1 > / J o^ l i u 

Nyu t,ht-> f 1 ( K a L i r y ) / N y a t l ig 

P o j a r / P I - i o j 1 

Kami 

Ml t h s o n i u t - ^ a 

5 3 , 

5 4 . 

5 5 , 

56 

Ku pu t h u r r 

Jo r r 

Thiunu r r 

Act s t ia 

Te tar -

S o u r c e : ^ - l£ - ld S u r v e y , 1 9 9 2 . 

C l a n & Are d i v i d e d e d i n l o 8 ' g roups b a s e d on l i n g u i s t i c 

a f f i n i t i e s t h e y a r e A p o l < ^ a h , L a r u t h v u , M a t i M i r h u , M e l u r j , 

Kul- 1 , Pt-\Qri B a i n p h o r i a n d Vest ( f i q . 3 . g ) . 

U n d e r A p o t s a h g r o u p s c l a n s ^rp C h u M i u n g h o , 

T s a n g h o g l i o , K u p o n g l i o , C h u n a g l i o , Z i i anqwannhu gf.o , C h u b a , 

P b u s u n g h o , C^lag^la.3ho, A p o l - i , a h , M i n g h o , l l i c h u j u g h o , 

1 s e n c h i j 3 qt io , Pungho and A j u g h o . 

L a r u r j g r o u p c u n ^ i s i m q o f 6 c l a n s , L e p v u r i . 

P e n c h u n q r i y J a n l - r u r i , T h e v u r i , S f i e t s u n and L e r u r i . I t i s 

o b s e r v e d t h a t A v a n I - h u n q < ^ p t a J i n g g r o u p has i n e r q e d w j t h 

L a r u t h v u s p e a t i n g g r o u p as Lhey do n o t have a n y d i s t i n c t 

u l a i i n aril MS 
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l\\e foJ lowing clams fall u n d e r M a t i M i r u g r o u p . T h e y 

<At i' K o m i , Ml IhoniutSiH , Ch ido L h irni , Keocey W e r o m i , Rusunibu , 

K h a l e dnd Mjr:u. T h e s e clans are not found m a n y oilier pari 

of the t r i b e -

Ihe <r.hare of M e ] u r i g r o u p is !> c l a n s , M y u t h e , N y u s o u , 

N y u w i / N g u o r 1 K P h o j L / Poj AI- and Jo^ihu/ T s u o r j . U n d e r Kul'i 

'jroup, S i n g s o n , H a o M p , C h o n l o i , and H a o J o i . 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y , under P h o y i s h a h l i n g u i s t i c g r o u p , jt 

15 -found Lhat n a m e s of clans a r e e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t . T h u s , 

it IS g r o u p e d into Vesi and P h o r . C l a n s u n d e r Phor a t e 

'Ihurr, rhu pi thu r r , Ku pu thu r r , J o r r and T h u ^ u r r . W h i l e undef 

Yes I are F i t h u , Ttiral-ha, C h a g h a t h u , MuL'uthu, L u s u t h u , 

V i t s u t h u and 1hu:::u. 

Gainphori g r o u p have o n l y t h r e e c l a n s , A c l s h a , 

Tsankhurc^, and Yariiputhur. F i g u r e 3 „ 5 reveal<^ that flat j Mir a 

v i l l a g e is h a v i n g h i g h e s t c o m b i n a t i o n w i t h clan g r o u p s . 

They are M e U i r i g r o u p , Sniphor i g r o u p , V e s i a n d Matil'hru 

g r o u p s . It ]s a l s o seen m other 3 v i l l a g e s w i t h i n two clan 

coinbinat 1 o n . In KaTijang v i l l a g e Kul'i and M e l u r i g r o u p s , 

M o l l e n , Phor and Yesi groups,, w h i l e in N e w Ihewati it is 

L a r u r i and SJainphori- The rest of the v i l l a g e s h a v e no clan 

I. o m tn n a 11 o n . 
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7 a b ] e : 3 . 4 

V I L L A G E W I S E CLAN C U M P O S I r i O N 

At hieqt-io ' ^ " L a x u j r . i ^ L I a . g e . 1 8 " P h a i l i u n q r i v^L-Llj^'Ji? 

9 . 
1 0 , 
1 1 . 
12, 
13 , 
14 , 
15 , 

1 . ChuL<3 
c ' . A p o t s a i l 
3 . Chul- h o g h i J 
-I , 1 s,a\T\>jl- h o ' j l i o 

Chu t ' ^lU•JhO 
Ku p u i i g l i o 
Y-jiiw_» y u h ' j h o 
f u s u 11 gI lO 
J d a h a g h u 
Ze 111(111 ?ieql iQ 
M i n y h o 
M e t l > i t l i u y l i o 
T s o n t s u c l i u g h o 
Puni.al'io 

A j U i j h O 
2 . A i l i f J l V2JJ_r;.g_e 

1 , C h o 1 0 1 
£•?. H a u l 0 1 
3 . HcAot J p , 

-^ - Ajla!- I iu i i> j v'_i,1_1 A_g^ 
1 . T M a v u r x 

2 - P e TI c 11 u n g f 1 
^- H i i t s u V i 3 l a g e 
1 . F - i t h u 

2 . T ^ a ^ h a 
3 . C h :-i g h a t h i i 
4 . L u l & u p l i u 
L^. t l u n u t h u 
6 . A g h e 

1 . L e p V u r L ( L e y ^ i ) 
£ . P & n c i I u n q r 1 ( P e r t i ) 
3 „ J rill q t r u n ( J a i i g r i ) 

I, f l i e v u I X 
S h e t s u r I 
L p .•: 11 r 1 

1 . M y u t h e r y ( K a t i r y ) 
J o s |-i u 
P U 1 ri r 

1 1 - k^ i -S i i i i i i Vx 1 l a g e 
T11 e V u ) 1 
P e I I t 11 u n g r 1 

I E . M_at..i,Lht:,u V x l ] .aq& 
1 . N y u t h e r y 
5 . P o j a i / P h o j i 
3 . Nyuduu 
4 . Kaini 
5 . M l t,hori iu t sa. 

6 , 

2 . 
3 . 

\ , 
2 , 

6 . 
~7 

8 . 
9 

1 0 . 
1 1 . 
1 2 . 
1 3 . 
1 4 . 
1 3 . 

J_yJ h u 
C l - i i d o c h 
K e 0 r e 

. W e j a n i x 
R u s u r i i b u 
K h a t e 
M i r u 
r i- i 'nai i l - l i 

xmx 

u r e 
I ' a i T i p a t h u r 
r r al- ha 

1 , 
2 , 
3 , 

4 . 
5 , 
6 , 

1 9 . 
1 . 

2 „ 

4 . 
s . 

2 0 . 
1 . 

'-} 

2 1 . 
1 . 

/-> 

. LezurI 

. P e n c 11 u n g r i 
f h e g h 1 r X 

J a n g ! r u r i ( J a n g r j ) 
, M e n y i i r x 
. G a L s i 1 ] 

E 'j P.'- y J J-JL5*.'"i -? 
1 h u r r 
r h u p X t h u r r 
K u p u t h u r r 
J o r f 
"i \ i u :u\- Y 

Eii'.-ljy-L i !!i.L.lJ IvJ P 
F x T h i j 
r r a l t-i--< 
C h a g h a t h u 
S a t U j - ' a V_L.lJ:.a_g(? 
Tr a l h a 
r J t hu 

L u s u t h u 
4 . C h a g h a t h u 
3 . Y X t h B u 111 u 

D . Thu 711 
2 2 . E>ja l_f_u y'j_l_l_jigjB 

1 . L e p V u f X (1. e y r X ^ 
2 . F'en L h u n g r 1 (F'e r i i 
3 . G h a t s a ] x 
4 . T h e \' u r 1 
"5. L e r u r i 
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VILLAGE m S E CLAM COMPOSITION 

'^- KaTijanq yXn .a . j ^ . 1 3 . t l e lu jL i V i l l a g e 
1 . ~S) i i g s o i i ' " 1 « N y u t h e 

2 - C l .o r i lo i 2 . Nyusou 
,',. M a o l o j 3 . I s u u t J . ( K a j i r i ) 
4 , Haol i p 4 . r-J.jiiof i / N y u w i 
r>. K a l i r y 5 . P l . o j i 
6 - P 0 J a r 
7 , J o s I, u 14. Mj:)Lt' y±ll3'3^ 

'•̂ -tLf±\:lI!LL-;*J5ju V i l l a g e 1. T h u r t 
1. Nyu?,ou H- T h u p i tl't-iri^ 

2 . Nyutlif^ 1 5 . r-lo] l e p V i l l a g e 
o . N y u w j / M g u o f i 1 . ^ l l u r ^ 
4 . T s u o r i ( K a t i r J ) £ . T l i u p i t h u i r 
•=">, P h o j i 3 . r i t h u 

1<!3" tiEll I . '" 'Pwati 
' '" ilyi.fcL9ili: v i l l a g e 1 • 1 11 e v u r i 

f. cliunf hon.jTio ?.- p e n c h u n y r i 
2 . T s a n M i o n g h o 3 , T s a n M i u r i 
3 . Y a n w a h y u g h u 4 . C h u n e r i 
^ . C h u b a 1 7 . CLLd I h e w a t i V i l l a g e 
5.A|..c)l' s a h 1 , C h u n e r i 

S- K,u;::atu V..i.lJii.g^ 2. T f ' e v u r i 
1. > i t h u 

2 . T r a M i a 

2 3 . 
1 . 

2 . 
2 4 . 

1 . 
c . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 

2 5 . 
1 . 

r-i 

2 6 . 
1 . 

uH. • 

Was a h e l o V i l l a g e 
Ze t h u r e 
V a i i r p u t h u r p 

}d.^:SJ t'.y. .VLL-I-I a.'J-^ 
F i t l . u 
T r a l - h a 
O i a g h a X f i u 
T h U Z U 
L J t H i u t h u 
Y i t s u t h u 
Y e s i_ y iJ._i.ag_e 
F i I ' i iu 
T r a l - h a 
Z 1 p d V i l l a g e 
A L1̂  s 11 a 
F i t h u 

J O U R C E : F I E L D G U R V E Y , 1992 

http://iJ._i.ag_e
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':>'.6. CLAN REGION 

Babed on the clan compoi 3 11 on of tlie villages at least 

a regions may be idetit i+'j «d a^ clan composition reyjon m 

this tribPw these are Apol-sha clan reyion, Laruri clan 

reqion, MatiJ(hru clan reijjon, Mpluri clan region, Ku^l clan 

fegion, Phor clan region, Saiiiphori clan region and Yesi clan 

region. 

Apol-ha region consisting of two villages is noticed to 

be con cent I-at ed in the north-we'at part of the trabe 

bordering Meluri m the west and Yesi in tfie east. 

Laruri region occupies the whole of eastern part and 

have 7 villages wit fun it. Matithru region is confined only 

m the small pocl-et of western most part in the tribe. 

Meluri region occupies western part with a total 

nuniber of 4 villages. While ku^ i group concentrated at the 

e;;treriie south-vest part. Yesi clan region witli a contiguous 

villages of Yesi, Hutsu, Shatu;:a, Wezihu, Kuzatu and Regurj 

stretches from e;;treme north to extreme south. Phor region 

extend From north to centre part of the region. And lastly, 

Samphori region is seen towards the south of the rc^gion (see 

fig. 3.1^.). 
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J.7, CONCLUDING REMARKS 

From historica] account it is revealed that the 

concept of tribalism and cu]tural traits acted as the 

iiiachariism of forming regional riiosaic oT the Pochury 

dominated areas, 

The highest language Jevel interaction among Pocliuries 

IS' indicated within Larufi, Sanipliori and Phoyisha speakers. 

The whole of north-east, south-east and central pat-t are 

duriiinated by this peakers- Huv^ever, the two most dominant 

languages are Larutlivu and Phoyislia, consisting of II 

villages each. While G:"iriipliu r i speaker is iiiinur and is always 

a coinbinat i on with f^lioyisha and Laruthvu groups. 

The degree of interaction through language level is 

nil in the case of Apoksah group. Meluri speaker dominating 

over 5 villages in the western" part is obvious, Thesf̂ ' 

speakers interacting with Matikhru and Kanjang group is 

see ri. 

Matikliru and Avakhung speaking population is found to 

be negligible. 

In this region clan multiplicity is noticed to be very 

liigh with 57 clans consisting the tribe. Alhegho and 

Matikhru villages indicate the higliest v i 1 1 agewi s t_- clan 

compos i tion. 
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C H A P T E R I V 

SOCIAL MOSAIC AND SPATIAL INTERACTION 

4.1 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 

In this chapter, an attempt is made to examine the 

nature of spatial interaction among the Pochuries in 

relation to the ecological setting, economic activity and 

social interaction. The analysis is based on field data 

"collected at household level in sample villages. The main 

objective of this chapter is to get an insight into the 

very basis Spatial interaction of small tribes living in 

inhospitable highland areas. The analysis is made with 

reference to the ecological setting of the sample villages, 

the work structure of the population, their demographic 

characte rs t i cs , marriage network, educational structure aniii 

language structure. 

4.2 ECOLOGICAL SETTING 

The influence of physiography on the people of this 

region has '•ed to difference in distribution of population, 

agricultural practice, social life, settlement pattern etc. 

The physiography of ten selected villages varies from 

village to village. The highest elevation is found at 
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Kanjang at 1,957 mts abos'f? the sea level and the lowest 

elevation is at Sutsu village located at 8a9mt. from the 

?iea level. Generally speaking, the climate is humid tropical 

2 
and marked by two seasons, namely winter and rainy season . 

There B.re five ranges running parallel to each other where 

m.ost of l\\e settlerrients are situated. Thiey are Ngazipfu, 

Kama lay, Riejisuo, Zhupuhu and Apoksah, Akhegho and Meluri 

villages are situated at the altitude of 1,1 18 mt. and 1,314 

rnt. above the means sea level. These two villages are 

located on the gentle slope hill tops of Apoksah and 

Riejisuo range, bounded by rugged terrain mountain in the 

north, the elevation of the mountains tops Are 4210 mt . 

which lie higher than the village elevation provide 

sufficient drinking water. Toward the south-east the nature' 

of relief is gentle slope and it extends to the Tizu river. 

Soil with a high clay and silt content promote agriculture 

activities. On hill tops and slops jhuming is practiced and 

in the valleys and the low lands, permenant wet-cultivation 

is the rule. Though the pr^ictice of jhuming and lumbering 

cause a heavy felling of trees there are certain factors 

which help the continuous flourish of forest ciu.e. bo the 

1. SURVEY Of-"' INDIA TOPOSHEET NO. 63 K.MANIKUMAR & NAGALAND, 
KOHIMA. 

2. Govt. of Nagaland Directorate of Geology and Mining-
Progress Report for the field Season, 1969-70, p-3. 
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presence of silt in the soil, tropical rainfall and the 

temperate climate. Pines, Oaks, Goosebery, Mango, Orchid, 

Bamboo are the most prevailing species of flora. Matikhru 

Kanjang and Reguri villages are situated in Kamalay range. 

The prevalence of hard-wood like pines and bonsum enncourage 

the people for lumbering. As these villages lie in between 

Tizu and Araju rivers. Wet-paddy cultivation is practiced in 

the river valleys, which provide sufficient product of rice 

for the population of these villages. 

New Thewati, Phokhungri and Avankhung villages are 

situated at an elevation of 1400 mt. above the mean sea 

level. Majority of the areas is covered by forest. Pine and 

firn are the common species of flora. 

Phor is situated on the slope of Zhupuhu range. Like 

other villages in the low lands and valleys wet-paddy field 

is common and jhumihg in the mountain slopes are generally 

practiced. Phor and £>utsu villages are situated on the slope 

of Zhupuhu range. Department of Geology and Mining of the 

state Gevernment during the last decade have discovered 

promising deposits of limestone having considerable economic 

potentials in these two villages. 

The early arrival of road in Meluri and Akhegho 

villages in particular has been responsible for a large 

parts of forests being lost due to lumbering. Timbers were 
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partly used for local consumption for construction of 

houses, furnitures etc. and partly supplied to the other 

parts of the world. At present, there is hardly any mature 

wood found in the forest, eitcepting some parts where it i is 

not accessible at all, as the nature of hills are too rugged 

and steep to permit deforestation. 

Of the current time, Phokhungri, Kanjang, Matikhru, 

Phor, Sutsu, Reguri and New Thewati in all the accessible 

and nearby roads, trees are randomly felled as logs and 

timber and supplying to the industrial centres. If the 

destruction continues at this rate, it is obious that within 

a short period of time forested areas of the region may be 

turned into bare lands. Table 4.1 reveals forest cover of 

about 60 percent in Avakhung and 75 percent in Rguri, the 

area of village is large and practice of jburning by thinly 

populated does not cause much destruction of forest and 

thus forested area remain by and large intact. Moreover, due 

to the lack of road communication and remoteness, the forest 

remain une;<plo i ted . 

Out of the 10 selected villages, 8 villages have 

permanent wet-paddy cultivation, while Avankhung and Akhegho 

villages continue with the age old jhum cultivation (see 
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Table 4.1. 

ECOLOGICAL ATTRIBUTES 

TILLAGES NO. OF POF^UL- ALTITUDE TOTAL FOREST WET JHUM 
HOUSE- AREA* 

ATION (METRES) (HECTARS) ('/.) CULT (7.) (7.) 

^KHEGHO 

V̂AKHUtNJG 

(ANJANG 

1ATIKHRU 

1ELURI 

JEW THEWATI 

^HOKHUGRI 

^HOR 

^EGURI 

JUTSU 

2-17 

16 

53 

63 

356 

37 

90 

•138 

68 

45 

•1033 

7-1 

377 

333 

•1679 

•189 

5-M 

812 

333 

271 

•1 1 1 8 

1410 

1957 

1340 

1158 

1450 

1450 

1450 

1350 

889 

6500 

2000 

1600 

2000 

10000 

2000 

3800 

3800 

2800 

3500 

46.28 

86. 15 

69.63 

67.9 

27.52 

73.3 

66.32 

48.37 

75.0 

76.57 

51 .34 

56.76 

22.79 

23.08 

37.5 

33.33 

33.33 

33.33 

24.86 

44.44 

48.66 

43.24 

77.21 

76.92 

62.5 

66.67 

66.67 

66.67 

75. 19 

55.56 

!• A l l a r e a s a r e ap iproK i m a t e . 

4.3 DEMOGRAPHIC STRUCTURE 

From the table no. •'•1.2 it revealed that in Matikhru, 

New Thewati and Reguri villages, the infant and adolescent 

age group (0 ~ 15) are more than the working age group ( 16 -

60). While in Akhegho, Avakhung, Phokungri, Phor and Sutsu 

villaiges, the working age,group is more than the infant and 

the adolescents. The population in the age group 60+ 

constitute the lowest proportion of the population in all 

the 10 villages. 
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Table 4 .2 

AGE, SEX RATIO, DEPENDENCY AND CHILD- WOMEN RATIO 

V i l l a g e s I n fan t Working Old Se:; r a t i o Dependency Child-Woman 
Adolecent age group 60+<.'/.) Female per r a t i o r a t i o 

0 - 15 /i 16 - 60 % 1000 Males 
_ „ _ _ _ - -

Akhegho . 42.67 55.63 1.71 1049 80 19 

Avankhung. 39.71 54.41 5.88 838 84 15 

Kanjang 48.04 45.25 6.70 1034 83 15 

f l a t i k h r u 50.00 17.34 2.66 1022 111 14 

f l e l u r i 48.61 48.61 2.79 913 107 11 

New Thewati 50.93 44.44 4.63 862 104 11 

Phokhungri 47.44 50.96 1.60 962 96 21 

Phor 45.24 52.38 2.38 862 91 10 

Regur i 55.50 42.20 2.29 863 125 20 

Suts.j 45.38 50.42 4.20 831 98 20 

SOURCE : FIELD~SLrR'7EY7"l992 

The sex r a t i o o f f e m a l e i n A k h e g h o , K a n j a n g and M a l i k h r u , 

f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n e x c e e d s t h a t o f t h e men p o p u l a t i o n a n d i n 

t h e r e m a i n i n g s e v e n v i l l a g e s m a l e p o p u l a t i o n , o u t n u m b e r s 

f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n . 

T a b l e 4.2. shows t h a t t h e h i gh .es t r a t i o o f d e p e n d e n c e 

i s f o u n d i n R e g u r i , a t 1 1 1 . E 4 p e r c e n t and t h e l o w e s t i n 

A k h e g h o , 8 7 9 . 7 5 p e r c e n t . The r a t i o o f d e p e n d e n c e i n 

http://gh.es
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Table 4.3 

Work Structure 

Villages 

•1 

Akhegho 

Avankhung 

Kanjang 

Matikhru 

deluri 

New Thewat 

Phokhungri 

Phor 

Reguri 

Sut su 

Uorkino Popu 
Total 

2 

51.54 

54.41 

37.96 

34.57 

43.81 

i 40.74 

44.23 

49.52 

41.28 

49.58 

lation {'/.) Cultivat 

3 

25.59 

26.47 

18.43 

17.02 

21.29 

20.37 

20.51 

25.24 

18.81 

26.50 

4 

25.93 

27.94 

19.55 

17.55 

22.52 

20.37 

23.72 

24.29 

22.48 

23.98 

ions Govt 

5 

89.08 

94.59 

91.18 

90.23 

77.35 

86.36 

86.23 

84.61 

92.22 

85.75 

•Service Business T 
(X) (X) 

6 

7.95 

5.41 

7.35 

7.69 

21.37 

9.09 

12.32 

13.46 

3.33 

11.17 

7 

2.31 

0 

2.63 

2.08 

1.27 

4,55 

1.45 

1.92 

4.44 

3.08 

otal 
Work ing Popn. 

8 

151 

37 

68 

65 

393 

44 

138 

104 

90 

59 

SOURCE : FIELD SURVEYr 1992 

Employees as the Office of Area Superintendent is 

located here and Phokhungri (12.32"/.) village have Extra 

Assistant Corrimi ss ione r Post. Further, table 4.3 reveals that 

people carry on little trade and business either among 

themselves or outside. New Thewati and Reguri show the 

highest number of persons involved in business. These two 

villages bordering Myanmar a most favourable location for 

business. Reguri village is well known for buffalo trading. 



70 

Matikhru, Meluri cind New Thewati is between 103 and 112 and 

in Avankhung, Kanjang, Phokungri, Phor and Sutsu between 80 

and 100. The table further reveals that in Akhegho, 

Avankhung, Kanjang, Phokhungri, Reguri and Sut<-i! villages, 

child-women ratio is between 20 and 22, and in Matikhru, 

Meluri, New Thewati and Phor villages the ratio is between 

10 and 15. 

4.4 WORK STRUCTURE 

Table 4.3 shows that majority of the working 

population are Cultivators. The highest proportion of 

cultivators is noticed in Avakhung village (94.52%) followed 

by Reguri village (92.22"/.). Akhegho, Kanjang, Matikhru, New 

Thewati, Phokhungri, Phor and Sutsu villages have above 80 

per cent of its working population as cultivators. Meluri 

village (77.35/C) situated close to the urban area has the 

lowest percentage of cultivators. The comparative table 

reveals that Meluri has the highest (21.377.) percentage of 

persons engaged in Government service compared to other 

villages. It is obvious as the Meluri village is situated 

very close to the urban centre providing maximum educational 

facilities and better chance of getting into government 

services. Localisation of government adminstration centres 

on the othier hi and provides opportunity to local people to 

avail Govt, service, as for instance, Phor (13.46"/.) has the 

second highest proportion of govt. 
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F r o m P a n s a , S h i r a a n d L a i y u n ( v i l l a g e s i n t i y a n m a r ) b u f f a l o e s 

a r e b r o u g h t a n d d i s t r i b u t e d t o a l l t h e ' v i l l a g e s i n t h e 

r e g i o n . T h e o t h e r c o m m o d i t i e s b r o u g h t Bre i n c l u d i n g s t o n e s , 

d r u g s a n d A g h o r . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t e v e n i n t h e r e m o t e s t 

v i l l a g e s s h o p s a r e r u n b y M a r w a r i s a s t h e p e o p l e o f t h i s 

r e g i o n d o n o t r e a l i s e t h e b e n i f i t o f t r a d e a n d b u s i n e s s y e t . 

T a b l e 4 . 4 

P l a c e of Uork 

V i l l a g e s W i t h i n t h e W i t h i n t h e W i t h i n 
V i l l a g e Reg ion Naga land 

O u t s i d e T o t a l Worker W o r k i n g 
Naga land o u t s i d e t h e v i l l a g e 

Akhegho 

Avakhung 

K a n j a n g 

Mat i k h r u 

M e l u r i 

New T h e w a t i 

F'hokhungr i 

Phor 

R e g u r i 

Si.it si.t 

9 6 . 6 9 

9 7 . 2 9 

9 8 . 7 6 

9 8 . 5 3 

9 4 . 1 5 

9 7 , 7 3 

9 4 . 2 0 

9 3 . 2 7 

9 7 . 7 8 

9 4 . 9 2 

•1.99 

2 . 7 0 

3 . 8 8 

•1.54 

3 . 0 5 

2 . 2 7 

2 . 9 0 

1.93 

2 . 2 2 

5 . OB 

•1.32 

0 

1.88 

0 

2 . 5 4 

0 

2 . 1 7 

3 . 8 5 

0 

3 . 3 9 

0 

0 

0 . 4 7 

0 

. 25 

0 

. 7 5 

.96 

0 

•1.69 

3 . 3 1 

2 . 7 0 

6 . 2 3 

•1.54 

5 . 8 4 

2 . 2 7 

5 . 8 2 

6.7 A 

2 . 2 2 

1 0 . 1 6 

SOURCE : FIELD SURVEYr 1992 

http://Si.it
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The largest proportion of the workers are confined 

within the village. It is notice from table 3.4 that in all 

the selected villages above 90'/. of the workers are working 

within the village. In Kanjang, Meluri, Phokhungri, Phor and 

Sutsu villa^ges, workers moving outside the region and 

outside Nagaland is ot'̂ '̂"̂ '̂-"̂  • 

Satsu village show the higest proportion of workers working 

outside the vilage (10.16"/.), followed by Phor (6.74-/.), 

Kanjang (6.237.), Meluri (5.847.), Phokhungri (5.827.) and the 

remaining villages with negligible of below 3 per cent. 

4.5 MARRIAGE STRUCTURE 

Marriage perhaps is the most important parameter of 

social interaction that takes place over space. Marriage 

fields, in more senses than one, define the spatial 

manifestation of social interaction in any social group. 

Traditionally, marriage within the same clan is practiced in 

Phor, Reguri, and Kanjang villages. While it is strictly 

restricted in Akhegho, Avankhung, Matikhru, Meluri, 

Phokhungri, New Thewati and Sutsu villages. 
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Table 4.5 

Place g£ flarriaqe 

Villages No. of Married Percentage place o£ flarriaqe (jC± 
Persons within the within the outside 

T M F Village region 

_ _ _ - - -̂  - - ~ 

Akhegho 

A van k hung. 

Kanjang 

flat ikhru 

Meluri 

New Thewati 

Phokhungri 

Phor 

Reguri 

Sutsu 

•128 

31 

61 

58 

2A2 

4-1 

106 

71 

74 

50 

63 

16 

31 

30 

171 

19 

54 

35 

37 

25 

65 

15 

30 

28 

171 

22 

52 

36 

37 

25 

43.69 

45.59 

34.10 

30.85 

26.98 

37.96 

33.97 

33.81 

33.94 

42.02 

96.89 

87.10 

85.26 

82.76 

92.56 

87.80 

94.34 

92.96 

95.95 

96.00 

1.56 

9,68 

16.13 

10.34 

4.13 

6.17 

5,66 

4.23 

4,05 

6,00 

1.56 

0 

12.90 

6.90 

3.31 

0 

0 

2.82 

0 

2.00 

SOURCE : FIELD SURVEYr 1992 

Table No 4.5 reveals that marriage takes place mostly 

within the villages. Kanjang village and Matikhru village 

record the highest number of pierson marrying out side which 

constitute 29.02"/. and 17.24'/. of all marriages respectively. 

Akhegho and Meluri villages are found to have the lowest 

inter-village marriages. It is also observed that marriages 
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within the village is taking place in the village with very 

large size of population and marrying outside is relatively 

more common in villages having small population size. 

Further figure No.4.1. shows that Matikhru village has 

the maximum inter-village linkage through marriage. This 

village both recieves and sends boys and girls to and from 

other villages. On the other hand, Sutsu village only sends 

girls to Meluri and Phokhungri. Akhegho village is noticed 

to have marriages taking place with neighbouring villages of 

Meluri and Kukegho. Phokhungri village recCdved only boys 

frorri ncigfibouring villa gê s as well as from f s^r off 

v i 11 a q e s . 

4.6 EDUCATION STRUCTURES 

Increasing spread of literacy and eagerness to avail 

higher education eventually leads to greater spatial 

interaction through mobility as faci1ities'of education tend 

to get localized. Patterns of literacy reveals to be 

significantly high in most villages, four villages having 

above 70 percent of literate person. Matikhru village, . with 

88.-10 per cent literate population records the highest level 

of literacy followed by Sutsu with 79.59 percentt, Kanjan>g 

with 73.68 percent, Phor with 70.49 percent and Phokhungri 

with 69.84 percent literate population. The lowest literacy 

rate of 40.68 percent is recorded at Avakhung village. 
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The higher literacy rate, h o w e v e r , does not indicate 

similar levels; of e d u c a t i o n . M a j o r i t y of the l i t e r a t e s fall 

under the Primary and High School level of e d u c a t i o n (Table 

N o . 4 . 6 ) . Meluri v i l l a g e , with 7.8 per cent literate above 

Matrie has the highest proportion of educated p e r s o n s . 

A v a k h u n g , New Thewari and Reguri v i l l a g e s do not have even a 

single person to have passed m a t r i c . 

Table 4.6 

Educational Level 

'v'illages Population Literate Below FYiniary Primary Matric 8 
Above 5 Years <.'/.) (7.) to Above 

T n F H.S 

Literate 

Akhegho 

Avankhung 

Kanjang 

flat ikhru 

Meluri 

New Thewati 

Phokhungri 

Phor 

Reguri 

Sut su 

259 

59 

52 

68 

789 

92 

262 

•183 

•180 

98 

133 

33 

73 

85 

206 

47 

•136 

96 

96 

53 

•126 

26 

79 

83 

383 

45 

•126 

87 

84 

45' 

51.74 

40.68 

73.68 

88.10 

65.27 

48.9-1 

69.84 

70.49 

59.44 

79.59 

40.30 

75.00 

22.32 

•19.59 

•19.03 

40.00 

28.42 

•18.60 

33.64 

28.21 

58.21 

25.00 

74.11 

77.70 

71.84 

60.00 

70.49 

74.42 

66.36 

66.67 

0 

3.57 

2.70 

7.18 

0 

1.09 

5.43 

0 

5.13 

24 -15 

•112 57 

•148 77 

515 296 

45 24 

•183 107 

129 75 

107 60 

78 48 

9 

55 

71 

219 

21 

76 

54 

47 

30 

SOURCE : FIELD SURUEY, 1992 
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V i l l a g e s W i t hi i n t h e 
V i l l a g e C / . ) 

Table 4.7 

PLACE OF STUDY 

W i t h i n t h e 
r e g i o n (/'.) 

W i t h i n O u t s i d e 
NagalandC/.) Nagaland(7. ) 

A ̂•. h e g h o 

Avakhung 

Kanjang 

Ma Ii kh ru 

M e 1 u f i 

New thewati 

Phokhungr i 

Fhor 

Requr i 

S u t <3u 

58.72 

89. 29 

83.78 

92.23 

66. hi 

89.62 

79.07 

64. 49 

85.90 

3 

•10.72 

41 . 2 8 

8 . 0 9 

•12. -16 

0 

3 3 . 3 3 

8 . 7 4 

13. 19 

3 5 . 5 1 

•1 -1 . 5 4 

—4 

•1 . 4 0 

0 

•1 . 7 9 

4 . 0 4 

5 . 6 3 

0 

•1 . 6 4 

6 . 9 7 

0 

•1.56 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 . 1 4 

0 

0 

0 . 7 S 

0 

1 .0 

SOURCE : FIELD SURVEY, 1992 

Majority of the literate obtains their education 

within the village itself. It is noticed (Table No.4.7) that 

Avakhung, New Thawati and Reguri villages have the highest 

proportion of students studying outside the village, but 

within the region, the reason is, in their villages only 

primary level education is available hence, they are forced 

to move to nearest village w hi e r e higher level of education 

is available. 
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Geographical, economic, comrriun i cat i on and standard of 

school factors play an important role in the attainment of 

e^ducation in the villages. Majority of the villages are 

situated in the remote area with meagre population. It is 

difficutl to establish school in all the villages. 

Generally, people are economically backward and parents 

cannot afford their children to study in the urban centres 

where proper education facilities are available. 

Consequently, children are compelled to read mostly in their 

own village schools and some in schools of the neighbouring 

villages. Besides, lack of efficient communication and low 

standard school are the other drawbacks for the villages. 

These are the reasons of high literacy rate and low 

proportion of high level education. 
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Moreover, proportion of the literate segment outside 

the region but within Nagaland is comparatively low. The 

highest proportion is seen in Phor which is only 6.97 per 

cent followed by Meluri with 5.63 per cent of the literate 

studying outside has 4.04 per cent of such proportion. The 

entire literate population in Avakhung, New Thewati, and 

Reguri villages has educated itself within the region. The 

share of literate population which educated outside Nagaland 

is negligible. Meluri village shows the highest population 

<2.14'/.) followed by Sutsu (1.007.) & Phor (0.787.). The 

reasons are, thus, people 3.re economically backward and thus 

they are probably constrained by financial problems. A few 

students get priviledge to pursue further studies outside 

the region only after crossing matric standard. It can be 

noted that mostly students reading outside are above matric 

level only. Another significant reason may be lack of 

awareness for higher education which restricts the 

population with the region. 

4.8. LANGUAGE STRUCTURE 

Linguistic composition of any area reflects the degree 

of inter-mi;;ing of diverse people of diverse origin and may 

be considered as an important parameter for spatial 
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interaction. Out of 10 selected villages for the present 

study, 5 villages are found speaking a single dialect, in 

four other villages two dialects are in use and four 

dialects are spoken in one more village. The single dialect 

villages are Akhegho <Apoksah dialect), Meluri (Meluri 

dialect), Phor (Phoyisha dialect), Phokhungri and Satsu 

(Laruthvu dialect). Two dialects spoken villages are 

Avakhung (Avakhung dialect and Laruthvu dialect), Kanjang 

(Kuki and Muleri dialects). New Thawati (Laruthvu and 

SJamphori dialects) and Reguri (Phoyisha dialect). Only 

village with four dialects is Matikhru (Meluri, Matikhru, 

F'hoyisha and Samphori dialects). 

It is observed that villages speaking single dialect 

are first settled and are old villages. Number of household 

and population also larger than that of the mi ;c-d ialec t 

villages. This is one of the factors that the village 

maintain to speak single dialect. It is now evident that 

more than one dialect speaking villages are recently 

established villages. For instance, Reguri village they arf? 

migrated from two directions consisting of two immegrant 

groups. One from Phoyisha group and the other from samphori 

group.The original home of these immigrants are Yesi village 

of Phoyisha and Phokhungri village of Samphori group (see 

figure 4.?^). With small number of population and different 
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dialpcts groups arc? the main factors of presenting more than 

one dialect. As discussed in earlier chapter equally smaller 

population always tends to encourage maintaining own mother 

tongue. Since it does not help to assimilate one dialect to 

another dialect group. 

Besides the above reasons, Matikhru v'illage has a 

unique reason of having four dialects, that is, in 1946, all 

the male population has been masacred by the Indian Army , 

during Naga National Council (NNC) movement. Hence, from 

every direction male population migrated to this village and 

thus different dialect groups gathered gradually and 

consequently four dialects s pa 1̂:en group piled up in thin 

village. 

In the Churches local dialrcts and tribe's common 

language is used in all the villages. In the schools it is 

taughit in Eng 1 i shi. 

In Matikhru village 58.23 percent of the population 

knows four or more languages. It is only 20 per cent in 

Akhegho, New Thewati, Phokhungri, Phor, Reguri and Sutsu 

villages. While in Avakhung, Kanjang and Meluri villages 

only between 10 and 20 percent of the population is multi­

lingual. Majority of the villages are found to be bi and 

t r i - 1 i n g u i s t . 
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Geographical location and diverse linguistic present 

in the region itself has influenced the people to learn more 

dialects. 

Table 4.8 

LANGUAGE STRUCTURE 

VILLAGES DIALECT 
INSIDE 

THE FAMILY 

DIALECT 
IN THE 
CHURCH 

LANGUAGES KNOWN ("/.) 
DIALECT MONO BI-- TRI- MULTI-
IN THE LINGU- LINGU- LINGU- LINGU 
JCHOOL ISTIC ISTIC ISTIC -ISTIC 

A K H E G H O 

AVAKHUNG 

KANJANG 

MATIKHRU 

MELURI 

NEW THEWAfl 

PHOKHUGRI 

PHOR 

REGURI 

SUTSU 

A 

T.L 

K.M 

Mh.M.S.P 

M 

L.S. 

L. 

P 

P.S 

L 

A.M. 

L.M 

KM 

M 

M 

L.S.N 

LM 

PM 

P.M 

LM 

AE 

LE 

KE 

ME 

ME 

LSE 

LE 

PE 

PE 

LE 

2 1.71 

3 -1 . 6 -1 

27.46 

6.57 

•19.76 

6.67 

25.81 

20.95 

28.35 

30.61 

23.53 

43.87 

30.12 

18.57 

34. 13 

23.33 

34.37 

22.95 

27.84 

23.4 7 

25.94 

9.68 

17.62 

16.57 

26.23 

31 .67 

16.88 

28. 13 

20. 10 

20.20 

28.83 

14.84 

10.81 

58.29 

19.88 

21 .66 

22.94 

26.99 

23.7 1 

25.71 

SOURCE : FIELD SURVEY, 1992 
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4.9. CONCLUDING STATEMENT 

The preceding analysis revealed that the pattern of 

spatial interaction continues to be limited within the 

region itself having very little interaction with the 

outside. The primary reasons for this restricted interaction 

appears to be rooted in a subsistence nature of the highland 

economy, generally low level of dependency, lacl'. of 

awareness for higher education, low level of unemployment 

and agrarian or pre-agrarian modes of economy as well as 

hiistorical factors. 

However, intra-regional interaction seems to be of a 

very high order as the resource base of the villages in this 

region differs substantially, increasing inter-regional 

inter-dependencies. The basis of interaction continues to 

be, however, more pronounced in the sphere of primordial 

social behaviour representated by marital arrangements. 

F'ecularity of clan-composition, however, restricts this 

interaction to selected villages as most of the villages 

have multiple clans. 

Emergence of an urban centre of importance is slowly 

modifying the pattern of interaction as it is assuming nodal 

importance for inter-regional interaction in most aspects. 



SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS 

5.1. An atterript was made in this research to examine and 

analyse the pattern of spatial interaction among Pochuries 

o.f Nagaland, numerically one of the smallest tribes living 

in highland areas in close proximity to the international 

border. The main objectives of the study were to examine the 

resources and settlement structure of the area inhabited by 

the Pochuries and to examine and explain the nature of 

socio-spatial interactions with in and across the region. 

The study was mainly based on data collected from the 

villages through field enquiry supported by informations 

collected from secondary sources. 

Important findings based on the study are summarised below; 

5.2. Eig^lt immigrant groups have been identified as the 

occupants of the region ! Apoksah, Laruri, Phoyisha, 

Matikhru, Meluri, Kuki, Avankhung and Somphori. It is 

pointed out that the concept of tribalism, cultural traits 

£̂ nd tribal feud acted as the mechanism of forming regional 

mosaic of the tribe Pochury. Further it is identified that 

the name Pochury is recent formation and is derived from 



8f) 

Sapo, Kuchu and Khury, a group of people of Naga ethnic type 

occupied this region since time irrimemor ial , whereas, the 

name Pochury is of recent formation. 

5.3. The demographic profile of the region shows that : 

3.) The settlements contain small size of population in 

general. Only 4 villages have population above one thousand. 

b) The population growth rate has marginally declined in the 

recent times. Majority of the villages recorded less than 50 

percent growth during •198-1 -- 91. 

c) Nearly half of the villages show an excess of males while 

femiiles are in excess in as many as 14 villages. 

d) The region shows a fairly good response to literacy with 

more than half of the population is literate in 14 villages. 

Only three villages havea literate segment below 30 per 

cent. 

5.4. The economic base of the region indicates that : 

a) Subsistence jhum cultivation dominates the economic life 

of the Pochuries in nearly all the villages. Apart from 

rice, small quantities of maize, millet and yam constitute 

the production. 
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b) Agricultural production is rather insufficient and not 

much surplus is available for market. Animal husbandary is 

practised with raising of buffaloes, mithun, chicken and 

pigs. Akhegho is the only village a surplus of maize 

produ ct i on. 

c.) The rich forest cover of the region is increasingly being 

cut-down for selling and earning money income to most of the 

villagers. After the construction of roads early 80's many 

villages nearer the roads giving up agriculture in favour of 

lumberiTig. 

d) Trade across the border constituted an important economic 

base for the villagers nearer to Myanmar (Burma). Buffalo 

trading is an important economic function of the people of 

Reguri village. Trade in salt has diminished in importance 

with the increasing availability of this commodity from 

outside the region. 

e) Development of a small urban industrial centre at Wezihu 

is employing a few people in the cement factory taking 

advantage of the limestone deposits in the region. The 

administrative centre at Meluri too is increasingly 

attracting more population in this township where non-

agricultural work is available. 
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f) The location of the region close to Myanmar ha,s prompted 

international trade in certain items which keeps a few 

engaged in trade links across the border and across the 

region. 

5.5. The comple;; nature of migration of different groups and 

ttieir latter inter-mingling within the region has, however 

produced distinct linguistic pattern in this small tribe. As 

many as 8 linguistic groups are identified within the 

region. The highest language region level interactions is 

indicated among the Laruthvu, Bamphori and Phoyisha 

speakers. However, the most dominant language in terms of 

speakers are : Laruri, Phoyisha and Meluri. Matikhru, Kuki 

and Avankhung speakers are highly neglegible. Bomphori 

speaker is always a mixture with other groups. The degree of 

interaction is negligible in the case of Apoksah group also. 

As many as 16 villages have one language consisting of 

either Meluri, Laruri, Apoksah and Phoyisha. 8 villages 

recorded mixture of two languages, 3 and 4 language 

combinations are found in one village each indicating 

migration of other linguistic groups into these two villages 

name1y Mat i kh r u and Mo11en . 

Likewise the tribe consists of a large number of clans, 

numbering around 57. Akheghd and Matikhru villages show the 
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largest clan composition with 15 clans each. Immigration of 

diverse clan groups into these villages from neibouring 

areas has resulted in a complex clan composition. 

5.6. The region shows a high level of mu1ti-1ingualism among 

the people because of the diversity of linguistic groups 

settling in the s-rea. However, their knowledge of Hindi is 

negligible. The only exception is Meluri village near the 

urban centre where a substantial segment knows Nagamese, 

Hindi and English. It is interesting to note that the 

knowledge of non-regional language is more through social 

interactions with non-regional population than through 

spatial contacts. Presence of army post in Kanjang, 

Phokungri, Sutsu villages has enabled the local people to 

converse in Hindi and Nepali. Knowledge of Hindi and other 

Indian languages by a substantial population of Reguri 

village is due to their external contacts through trades in 

buffaloes. 

5.7. Spatial interaction among the Pochuries seem to be 

largely confined within the 26 villages, constituting the 

region. The extent of their intra-regional movements is 

indicated by the dialect regions. That these migrations are 

of recent origin is clear from multi-dialectal population of 

many v i1lages. 
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5.8. Interaction based on place of work reveals that 

majority of people in all the selected villages work within 

the village. As many as three villages namely Avankhung, 

Kanjang and Reguri do not have a single worker moving 

outside the village, and in another set of 3 villages the 

proportion of workers working outside the village is highly 

negligible. These villages are Matikhru, Meluri and New 

Thawati. A significant proportion of the workers in Akhegho 

and Sutsu work outside the village but within the region or 

within Nagaland. Though the proportion of workers working 

outside are found both outside the region as well as outside 

the state revealing greater interaction with outside world. 

!">.9 The tribe shiows very little inter-village links through 

marriage. Most marriages take place within the village 

itself. The presence of a large number of clans within a 

single village does not necessitate marriage links with 

other V i 1 lages. 

Cases of inter-village marriage links are found in those 

villages which have relatively fewer clans in them. 

5.10. Compulsions of receiving formal education in the 

recent times is increasing spatial mobility of the people. 

[••\owever, since highier education is received by a miniscule 

of the population much of the mobility is confined to the 
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region itself. Only Phor, Meluri and Sutsu shows a greater 

mobility for receiving formal education. As much as 13 per 

cent of' the literate population has left the village for 

studying outside which includes crossing the state boundary. 

Population of literate segment which has received education 

outside the village is relatively high (7 - 10 '/.) , in Phor, 

Reguri and Avankhung. But the extent of mobility is limited 

to the region itself particularly moving to the urban centre 

at Melu ri. 

5.11. The proportion of workers working outside is indicated 

very few. Out of 10 villages few population from Kanjang, 

Meluri, Phor, Phokhungri, and Sutsu villages shows working 

outside the Nagaland. 

In conclusion, it may be said that the region is beginning 

to develop spatial linkages with other regions within 

Nagaland. However, its linkages within the region s.re based 

more on social parameters primarily because the economy 

continues to be largely of se1f-subsistent nature. Regional 

development processes are slowly penetrating into this high 

land area and the tribal population is gradually responding 

to the external forces by sfiedding its introvert character. 
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This study is only indicative of the nature of interaction 

among the Pochury. Lack of data and researchers on the tribe 

constitute a major handicap for an indepth study. More 

field-based studies i\re required for a fuller unde r stand in̂ j 

of the dynamics of interaction in tribal areas of Nagaland. 
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