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CHAPTER- I 

Introduction and Literature survey: 

one of the q~estions which has rem~p~d in th~ 

minds of planners is how to develop the tribal populations 

ret~Ding their identity and culture. Jawahar' L.a.l Nehru, 

the first Prime Minister of India laid down the nol·icy of 

Pancbsheel for tribal development which· said t~' 'r1Dals 

were to be developed according to their genius .. ~ Dhebar 

underlined this by stating " the problem of problems is 
( 

not to disturb this harmony of tribal life and sl'mUlta-

neously work for its advancement". These are beautiful 
- ·u , 

statements but to trans.late them in reality is indeedf a. · . : ~ 

difficult task. In order to find out what is harmonic~;;.., .•... 

and genius of a group·, one has to have authentic 

information about them. The~e are many such group~ aboU:rL 



·whom. ve.ry .little systematic inf.ormation is available~ one of 

:tile -import.an.t tasks that ·needs .. to be :done ·is -to. compile the 

·. ~nfoi"$ation from all the sources and <: _:- ~ -~rindicate what 

are the gap.a. in .informatioJl.• 

,, · .. I cnoae to. study ·the Wanoho -tribe ·of ·Arunachal Pradesh 

. to, :compile and. to proinflde ·.som.e .information about them. Very 

-little work .has been .done on them either by anthropologists 

or bia,toria.ns.- The references.'about them are. caaualaand . 

are in the nature of. track accou,nts of .. the British. Verier 

·Elwin baa eo.llected references about. them in his book, 

India's Iqorth-East. Frontier in ,the Nineteenth -Century; 

J~N~- ·Choudhury .too makes a brief reference about then in 

'his -book,: Arunachal through the A§es; L~R.; N. Srivatav• s 

'tour diaJ7 ~ Among the wanchos and the Tirap District 
. ' 

Gazetteers edited by s. Dutta.Choudhury.contain some 
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details about the people and the area inhabited by them. 

All these studies have not focussed on all the aspects 

of wancho life. These studie~ do not give us much idea 

as to the process of change and tend to impose a static 

picture of Wancho life till the recent·times• ·None of 

these works have tried to carefully examine the material 

constraints of this tribe. They nave also failed to 

demonstrate the conditions in which the.wancho actu:ally 

lived. The internal dynamics of their tribal social 

organisation has also rem\ \aiDed undefined. 

However in order to understand the nature of the 

life and condition of wancho in the larger context 

of the ·Indian tribal society one has to carefully 

examine the (a) historical geography of the area they 

have inhabited for times past (b) their material condition, 

the process involved in their subsistence, the nature of 



appropriation and the technology used in the production· 

ot their subsistence (c) the nature of their political 

organization and its role in administration of the tribe, 

(d) their social organization and the changes occuring 

in 1 t, from time to time and (e) the various. rituals 

and beliefs of the tribe. 

In order to understand the Wancho tribe in its 

right perspective all ~he aforesaid concepts should be 

studied as the. parts of a total design. In this regard, 

1 . 
the eminent anthropologist Maurice Godelier very rightly 

states - n To functionalist, with the exception of EVans-

Pritchard and certain other brilliant field workers, a 

social system is a total whole, section of which are 

necessarily inter•linked, but according to them even a 

1-. see Man in India, March 1984, p. 74. 
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history of a social sy~tem can tell us nothing of the 

nec.ess~ry linking .of pa.rt.s~ ·because history belongs to 

the o.rder of consequential and accidental events and not 
. . ' 

to n~cesaityl" Laws ot functioning exist but there are 

l~a .. of their evolutions or necessary transformation". 

However, in d~aling w1 th the wancho of Arunachal . . . 

Pradesh there are many practical difficulties f'a~ed both 

by the anthropologists and the historians in pursuing 

the past of the tribe is the lack of recorded history. 

It is purely as a ~esult of this lack of recorded 

inform~tion that one finds a great difficulty in 

accurately periodizing the study of the tribe and thereby 

it fails to point out the various changes which have 

taken place in the life of waneho from time to time. 

True that "Anthropology has opened historians• 
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eyes to the significance of politic$]. -habits, the mixture 

of the universal and relative which goes to make up the 

•a¥s in which people accustom themselves to living in 

2 groupn, 

MY research indicated that there was very little 

written material on tlanoho, which can be reconstructed for 

having a meaningful idea about the life and condition of 

the Wancho therefore I had to collect the information 

~self •. The time which I had at my disposal vas too short 

to plan a full leDgth study them. Therefore I decided to 

:.=~- -)concentrate on such aspects which may throw light 

on their life-style as well as indicate some events in 

their history. In a situation like this, the oral 

traditions are. the only source and therefore I decided 

to_collect information on. their legends, folk tales and 

2• Ibid, p.75. 



folk . song,e. I have also observed them s~ng1Jl8 and foun.d 

out Qb011t their rituals and festivals as part of their 
; t ~ • • l • ! ' 

. , A prope.r understanding of the oral tradi tiona is 

possible only in the oont~xt of the culture in which they 
. . . ' : ~ ' . . . . ' . ' . ' ' . . . . . ' 

exist. :Since I have not done a full study of the culture 

of the wanchos I. have not made an attempt to analyse the 

information that I have collected on their oral traditions. 

This is one the major limitations of this work. The limit-

ation of the time and the scope of this dissertation also 

did not permit me to make a comparative studJ of the tribe 
.• J. 

but I have only tried to take the first step towards the 

fUller understanding of the wanohos tribe. 

The first chapter is on the Introduction and 

. . . 

Literature survey where I have given the kind of information 
.. 

that is available on the wancho~;. The seeond chapter is on 



.. + 

Historical Geography. In this chapter, I have identified 

the physical feature of the area inhabi tcld by the tlancho. 

It also discussed the land, soil, climate and its overall 

impact on the life of the wancho. The.third.chapter 

concentrates on the study of their material life of the 

" 
tribe. The nature of distribution and various custom 

connected with it bas also been discussed. I have also· 

paid attention to the nature of their a&riculture and 

industrial technology. and their impact on the economical 

life of the Wancbo. ·.The fourth chapter is the Nature of · 

S_tate. In this chapter; I have tried my best to·· provide 

historical data to give an idea of the evolution of the 

state.· The role of various dynasties from time to time and 

the system of administration also. have been discussed. to 

some extent. In the. fifth chapter, I have tried to pfesent 

a very brief account of the social Organization. In this 



chapter, I have described their institution of marriaBe; 

various customs connected with birth; r1 tual and beliefs; 

and disposal of their dead. I have also concentrated on 

their religious practices and their impact on the social 

and cultural life of the rancho~ The sixth chapter is 

the Conclusion. 

Migration: · 

The -wancho like m~ other tribes of Al"Wlachal 

Pradesh have their o11n 'radition about migration. ,According 

to one ·tradition'~ the origtilal. place· from where they came 

is NJannu Ofan3• AnOther tradition tra9es the courses of 

l ·' . . . . "' 

their mi$rat1on to their present abode through Tangpu and 

Tsangnu, bo~h in the TUensang area of the present Nagal.and. 

It is not known when t4ey. actually migrated. The Ahom 

BUranjis ana: the early British records,: however suggest that 

3~ ;Srivastav, L· R.N., Among the wanchos• p.l. 
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the7 came and settled in the south-western part of tirap 

some hundred years ago 4• 

Origin: The ·~cho narrate many tales in connection with 

their origin. The tales and legends differ from clap. to 

clan. ;some ot these legends are interesting and through the 

years have perhaps become so coloured that now they seem 

full ot romantic fiction and mystery. As regards folklore 

and its scope, p. Gbawami§ put down tbat folklore vas first 

coined by tl. J, Thomas ( 1840) and it .. ~has established itself 

as a generic term under which are included traditional 

institutions, art and craftmanship, customs and roles 

connected with marriage, inheritance, birth and death, 

festival; agriculture, fishing and hunting, cattle rearing, 

beliefs in apiri te, fairies, w1 tchoraft, apel.ls, charms, 

4. see Tirap District Gazetteer, p.32. 
5. Go swami; P., Ballad and Tales of Assam, p. 2. 
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omen etc·. the wancho do not have any literature but it is 

rich in folklore and other local tradition habded down 

from generation to generation~ Glf these some are written 

dovn and pub~ished in school magazines and some .. are simply 
. ··,.: 

Legends: 

The Chief is said to have originated from a 

pumpkin seed and some clans say from a gourd. But the 

queen was from Heaven. one uay the Chifd of r,ongtban a 

had gone hunting. As he neared the river, he saw a few 

.•. 

beautiful girls taking b.ath; Be hid ,j,himself and watched~ 
' . 

·. 

From their conversation, he came to know that these 

beautiful damsels were from Heaven and the~ had come to 

visit the earth.· seeing the river they could not resist 

taking a bath-. . The chief took a long stick and with 1 t 

,! 

~e manage~ to collect the clothes of these angels in a 
... 

bundle. Xhe poor angels could not come out of the water now. 



'''. •'I ' ·" -' ' ' 

foimd·-growing near their house~ the pumpkin was taken 
,., . . . . \ . ·'· 

inside with a lot of care. At night, ·'the eouple heard 

strange noise$. they woke up to find ·out it any one ba~ · 
·.·:.·. . ·,· . ' :; ' , 

entered their ;·house. They look~ up and down and to their 
~.. :. ~\ . - . . . ,. 

surprise saw. that their prized possessi9n th~ pumpki~ 
• . . . :. ' ... ,·:; ·-: -- ' ·J. '.: . . :. ! . ' . 

Yafl roll1Jl8 to and fro. Thinki_:ag that t}le P\lmPkin was 
~ ·. . . . . . ·' . : .. - : '' ' ' ' ' . . ' .. ' . 

h,aunte4 the man. took.hie dao $Dd,-h1t ·the. pumpkin •. ;At hi,f,3 
'• ,. '.. • • •• ',, •••• • • ... . • •' t • ' • • • • • • •• • • • 

stroke the pumpkin., broke open:· .and. insi~e.: ·they saw a baby 

to'ok him out· and~ tebde_d' to his; wound~ · Thay reared hitn and 
: ' 



called him Chang• He grew up to be the king • •chang• -

wound and wang chief • He married an angel. from Heaven. 

His wife was called Changwangsia or addressed as Asen 

Rangkhie •. 

The. wanchos believe in ghosts and spirits. They 

believre that seeing e. ghost. is ·bad .o111en~ W!JY 1s it taken as 

$bad sign? ' 

. The. Longsom Raja ll81Tated .a l~gend whiCh. goes thust 
' 

Long long ago the earth was occupied by the humans• the 

spirl ts and the animals• These.: tbref:l :were constantly fighting 

with e.ach other to gain supremacy. The •Bou.' satan wanted 

to Wipe off the human beings intellect. One da:y . • :SOU. • saw 

.. 

mu,st be tb.e man• s tail and. ma4e a hif't sll$tcb _at the 

dao• The !laked da.o . eu,t and injured the: BOu~- He had to 



admit to the human• s ln.telligence and Qgreed that the. , . 

human beins w,as superior to all spirits. Tbis was an, 

insul.t to the BOu and in his eml)arrasment he turned himself 

1nVis1ble• the wanchos believe that Bou is on the lookout 
·l 

tor revenge and if any man meets a. BOu he is in for 

trouble.-., sickness, pc>vert~• death and even· famine might 

befell on him. 

Fipt. for Fires 
. . . ~ ' 

. . . . 

lived on this earth, long' long·ago were taoinated by tire. 

. ; -

The fire that; they ·saw in the sky - · lightning. The fire 
( 

that struck the land during a storm•· They felt that this 

fire would be an useful weapon. All three contemplate4 'on 

. - . . . . . ~ : : ~ . . .. : . . . . ' .. 

conquering fire and owning it. Bu.t to . master and own fire was 

not easy • they needed to imov how to make. tire. 8J they 
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decidscl to hol4 a competition. The first turn was st ven 

to the sp1r1 ts but they failed, then the animals too failed. 

Now was the· turn of the human, while the spir1 ts and 

animals watched the man, took a piece of wood. and a bit 

of string and began rubbiq_. .soon a spark appeared ani 

there was flame.. The ~AIDan • s skill in kindling fire was 

appreciated by the sp1r1 ts and the animals. so man became 

the sole owners of fire-which helped them to bpcome 

· supetior over ~pirita and animals. 

Origtn of thunder and lig.htning: 

The :wanchos believe that thunder and lightning 

is the sign of anger of those live in Heaven. once upon 

; 

a time the Queen of Heaven cam~ down to viet t the earth • 

. ,;sb~ was given a pira (wooden stool) to sit on. Tbe poor 

queen was very uncomfortable on this Rira • ;she was .angey 

at this and considered that she was given a very bad 



she left, she asked them - uof vbat wood ls this Rlra 

made off?" ller host replied, not !Qlten. the zak tree 

has. splinters and do not make sood ·seats. When abe reached 

Heaven, the Queen told the king of this he laughed. His 

laugh is said to 'be the tbunder!t The queen was so angry 

and humiliated that she orde,ei the fire ot heaven i.e. 

lightning to strtke and burn clowll the aak trees. EVen now 

zak trees are normally bit by lightning and thunder can 

can be heard then. 

The Gourd Rr1nce: 

The first Wancho ktng is said to have· come out of 

a jat1 lau (water gourd)•. 'fhe W~oho Usually, l.eave gourds 

to dry and when 1 t 1 s dry they clean 1 t well QQd use 1 t. 

as a vessel. 

LODB long ego . one such gourd was :J.ef't to. dry and 

insects began to form inside 1 t. When people went near the 
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gourd they hearcl a whispering sound and so they broke it 

opan. To their surprise they found a human baby ·inside. 

The people were thrilled they thought the baby was 

extra.ordinaey- a super being called him ChongwapgJ chong 

mean inseut, and ·!S to settle or thrive onlt They 

considered tbi s babJ to be the son of God. They '.- ~:- ~Jgave 

him presents and respects and made him their king. This 

how kingship BOt started. 

Methodolops 

ItLcollecting the oral data care has been taken 

to select only those which are considered to be most 

authentic. Census Reports, Gazetteers, Newspaper reports, 

journals; British account, tour diary of Sri vastav have 

been consulted and used profitably. 

Tools used: 

!he tools of field data collection C~~:::.::_=.:_ :J.ncludas 

interviews with the Chiefs, Gaonburas and selected knowledg­

eable persons, participant observations. 
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As the study is based on tb interpretation and analysis 

of the folklores and the oral informations, and the 

description of the factual data, tae method being followed 

in preparing this is empirical in ita study. 

I have considered and inco~porated the suggestions made 

by the experts who had attended my pro-submission seminar. 

I thank them for their guidance and showing keen interest 

... ·:· .. 



CHAPTER- II 

Historical GeographY: 

'fhe principal elements which make up the 

geographical scene at any period of time ar.e in addition 

to the physical environment, the people, the forms and 

distribution of their settlements, their agri'cul ture, th~ir 

crafts and industries and '~'heir trade1• the reconstruction 

of the face of the 'firap district at the beginning of the 

historical period must therefore call, not onl~ on 

sources which are historical in the narrow sense, but 

also on the 1.. ,...;~,..:~·: ;researches ot the geologist, botanist, 

meteorologis.t and archaeologist-. This is a task of immense 

difficulty, and makes demand on too many disciplines ever 

to be satisfying or complete •. 

The histort· of the district emerged from 

obscurity- 8nd dubious tra.di tions in the earl;y part of the 

1 •. Pounds, N.J.a., AD Historical Geography of Europe 450 B.c~­
A •. D, 1330, pp.l-2-. 

•. 
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13th century A.D. when the Ahoma came from North Burma 

through the pangean Pass over the Patkai, and made steady 

advance along the course of the Noa.-I>ihiD8 in Tirap. 

Placed bi.tween tbe plains of Brahmaputra on the west and 

the valley of the Irrawaddy on the east, this aJ"aa .. ' . . ... ~' 

' '• ;• 'I 

witnessed movement of people from . aero sa the _ Patkai 

. 2 ranges from time immemorial • The Ahoma who ruled _in 

Assam and its eastern. regions tor six centuries from 

A.D. 1228-1826, left a series of invaluable historical 

·chronicles known· as BUranjia, which throw a· flood of 

light on the late medieval history of Tirap. SC$Dty 

iAfoFination as g1 ven in the A.hQm and B~i tish records is 

the only source of early history of this area. __ 

The history of the Ti:tap district as an· admini-

strative unit goes back to 1943 when it was called the 

~"!. see Tirap Distriqt Gazetteer, P•?6• .. 



'l:irap Frontier·· Tract. The tract vas carved out of some 

areas of the Sadiya Frontier Tract and the Lakbimpur 

Frontiber tract3• The name of the unit underwent a , 

sequence .. of changes from the frontier tract to tron.tier 

diVision, and finally in 1965 to the Tirap District-i- The 

district lies to the south of the B~putra~ It is 

bounded on the north by the Dibrugarh district of Assam 

and the Lohit clistrict of Arunachal Pradesh; on the 

south by Burma, on the east by Burma and on the west by 

. the ;sibsagar and Dibrugarh district of Assam and the 

Mon district of Nagaland. The district lies betwen the 

latitude a6°40•N and ~040'N and the longitude 95°ll'E 

The LOngdins sub-cl6vision is locate(} in the 

south-western COI'!ler ot this district. This sub~vision . . . 

has been diVid~d into four circles for administrative 

3~ Ibid, p~l~ 



4 
purposes~ . They are - Niausa, Kanubari, Wakka and Pangehau • 

Generally the area 1 s rugged and mountainous 

as it lias in the sub-Patko1 region. The vegetation on 
,, 

the whole is tropical evergreen, rain forest type and 

semi-evergreen according to tbe variations ill alt~ t~~e 
' 

and soil condi tiona"' There are a few grasslands in 

eomparati ve less humid areas5 •.. In the lower Wancho belt 

forest vegetation is found to be rich and va-ried. 

The soil on the hill top 1 a generally deep and 

it varies· from 'clay to heavy loam. on the slopes it is 

loamy more developed and of slightly open texture• In 

the foothills, it has mixed features. The hillt.ps are 

more sui ted for eulti va.tion of fruit trees ranging from 

sub-tropical to temperate deciduous plants. Cereals and 

.other root crops grow on the slopes.; paddy can also be 

4. Ibid, p. 2...;3. 
5.: Ibi,d, p. 3 .. · 
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cultivate6• In the higher altitude the forest is generally 
. . 

temperate. The thick wooded areas arenot the virgin 

area because of the s.hifting cultivation which has been 

going on in these areas for ~ lorig time. 

The climate in this district is.largely influenced 

by the terrain marked b7 high hills, deep FciLVine~ ,and 

valleys t.hroU&h which thea streams and rivers flow. 

The climate is cool and highly humind at_ the lower · 

elevation and 1n the valley. The rainggauge st~tion 

report on LOngding rainfall in 1975 as 191.10 ems. 

The cold season prevailing from the later part of 

November to February is followed by frequent thunderstorms 

in the pre-monsoon season from March to M~ ~ The ·monsoon 

continues from June to· about the middle o t october~ on 

the ~holw the climate in the /hill areas 1 s moderate 

and pleasant r-: '_and. the constant~ breeze aunakla it 



ealubioua. 

The r1 vers Tease, Tieing and the Tewai conati tute 

the principal drainage. system. Besides tbese there are 

~ ~)swamps,· creeks and c~s. -wa.ncho area ·~-.abounds in 

good land water.resources suitable both tor capture and 

cul.ture ot fisheries~ llesources however remain unutiliaed 
- . -~ 

for fish cl~velopment of fieheries. some of ·the common 

iJldigenous fish species are ..;. Tarputitose,. Labeo dero, 

In recent time.s the G;SI and the AOC have ·taken 

' 
keen interest in that terrt torytertiary .~fo:rmation of. the 

area for assessing oil and coal resources .in tbe. region. 

011 shows near Tisse stream south of Kam balri" area have 

7. Ibid, p~ 21 .. 23~ 
a. Ibid, p.l7. 
9. Ibid, p.a. 
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The Wanchos belong to the Indo-Mougoloid group 

They lived under their WSD6bam (Chie~e) and had a h1sblJr 

stratified society. ·They have amons thm almost fifty 

villages which are divided i.nto two groups - TalJ8Jen and 

Sans3en
10 

• or lower and upper wancho area~ sOme .'of the 

villa&e in the LOwer Waneho area are - CJ:obnu, Banf"erra, 

wannu, Kanubari, aussa, Zedua, ;Senua, Niannu, Min tong, 

Pumao etc. some of the villages in the Upper wancho areas 

are - LoDgjen, :LOngkal, Nginu, Kamhua, KhaJlu, Wakka, 

LongphoDg., Sonia etc. 

Fish form an important item in the tfancho diet. 

It is also interesting to notethat the \fancho ladies are 

kept on a strict diet of fish ancl rive after deli veey. 

FiSh ·is nee4e4 for r1 tuals as well. 

10. .8J"i vaatav, L.a. w. , Among the wanchoa, p. 2. 
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Population: 

In 1961 the population was 23,393 and increased 

to 28,650 in 197l •. In 1981 of the Census record, the 

total populatioa of tbe wancbos was 33,012 (males -17027 

" 11 
and females - 16055) • 

History of the ~rancho 

wannu ss said to be the first wancho village. 

It is situated in the Banferra ei~cle below Longding. 

· Five migrating wancho clans first settled here. They 

were the Ralang,. ~rang, Ponsla, Niyanute and Yanko. 

They a.re regarded as five original. clans of the Wanchos. 

Among them the chief was selected from Ralang family. 

tllancho were ltnown both'::; to the Ahoma as well as to the 

.Bri tisb. 

11. see 1981 Census Record~ 
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Relation withtbe Plain People 

It is reported that there were little inter-

course between the wancho living in the hills and people 

living in the plains of Assam. This is not true. During 

the Abom rule, the plains people on one hand and the 

married the Banferra. Princess Ladoi (there is a fort named 

. . 
after her as Ladoigar). The Wanchos have a custom of their 

own in disposing their dead and all Wancho would prefer 

to die in their village so as (to be lucky and get a fitting ~ 

funeral) to be treated to a·wancho death ritual. When 

Shi va ·Shan&a married LadOi, he promised to send the body 

~ his wife back to her village on her deattl Accordingly, 

on her death the Ahom sovereign sent the corpse of his 

dead queen to her village. On the_vay up the stench of 
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the dead bo.d.Y got: a little too strong ana so they 1. e. 

the people carryiDg the dead body performed the last -· 

rites .o·f the queen in a spot· on which a fort was built 

later named after her the ttuee.n ofas LADOIGAM. ·· 

The Wancho were referred to by.the Aesamese as 

'Naga• - this word is derived ''from the :sanskrit wCU"d 

• nagna• or naked.- The other names by which the Wanchos 

' were known to the plai·na people besides Naga were -

Rangpang, or by their villages as :Banferra, Barmi thuiua 

and Harmi thumia:• The ·Wanchos c.ame down. to the markets 

of Barhat and Sepakhati in the.Dibrugarh distrtct to 

trade. In the olden days, ·says Elwin "Mothers in plains 

of Assam used to subdue ~hty children by telling them 

th~t if they did not behave, the Rangpangs would come and 

< 

carry them off".(Srivastav,p.4). 
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,, .... 

These wancho man appear to be impressive looking 

and 1. '·, ,:;.attractiv~. one day when a Banferra t'lancho Chief 

Khunbao went to the Ahom king SUpimpha' s palace to PSi 

tribut~. One:'<.~.of the royal. wives happen to see this 

impressive looking man •• ,sbe wa.s impressed and narrated to 

her husband about· Khunbam• s physical attribut-es. SUpimpha 

was angry at his wife's impudence and to teach her a 

lesson sent : J c.:~·:...'her off vi th Kbunbao. This Ul'lfortu.nate 

queen at that time vas expe~ting. ~hile iri exile she gave 

birth to a boy. The next Ahom King ,suhura-muns came to 

know about t.his boy- and granted him the post of Bar Patra-

Gohai':l•. The boy was named as Kancheng Barpatra and 

friendly rel.ationshp grew between the· Banferra Nagas 

and the Ahoma. 



The Nature of Relationship with other Neighbouring tribes: 

While their relation with the plain people was 

mostly commercial;- ·-the relationsllip with the neighbouring 

tribes vas af social nature. The Patkoi, the geographical 

and political boundary between India and Burma does not 

prevent the people on both si.des from viai ting each other 

or entering into marriage ,::_=_::~-:=-~--:relations. Trade forma 

another bond between the two~ 

British attitude towards the Wanchos: 

the earlier Officers who visited the wancho area 

found them less turbulent than the Nootes. Though they were 

referred.to as "hideously wild", •uncivilized•, and 'dirty• 

by the British •. In 1841-42 Captain Brodie visited many 

Wancho 'villages of. Banferra,, Juboke, Mulung,,_ Jaktong,_ 

TaboDB and ChoJ1811u. People like the American Baptist 

missionaries Bevearend Clark and his wife tmd < to 



extinguiSh the wancbo urge for head-hunting. The cult of head-

h~ing was customary ·in tbe old days and it was connected · 

w1 tb 'eveZ"Y aspect of their ao'cial activity. 

It was not until the last quater ot the 19th century 

that people, speciallJ the B~itisb Officers started visiting 

the wancho area and this gave birth to Unpleasantness and' 

the government did not relish the idea of their interference. 

But their outrages- Chophnu Wancho•s attack on Banferra, 

murder committed by Banferra wanchos in Sibbaagat7 Dodorali, 

wancho kidnapping of tea garden labourers made the 

British apprehencsive about this tribe. In .,February 1875, 

' ' . 
Lt. Halcombe, the Asst~.\ lomrnissioner of Sibsagar (JaiJ>ur) . 
accompanied by Capt. w.~~ Badgley the security-in-charge 

of Assam'Infantry and a mixed groups'of Engineers, 

Sentries, surVey group and load carriers entered the 



Wan.chos area. The British had actually gone to survey the 

area and link a road to Bunna.. They were escorted by a 

guide from the Rusa village and they made their way to 

Ni sea village (:Sri vatav, p. 99). 

Murder of Lt. Halcombe and his men: 

The Wanchos did not like outsiders and anyone 

who violated the sanctity of 4.1~ l~d was not ~ friend had 

to be punished. It is said that _the soldi~rs. explored the 

village and on seeing a uorpae on a plateform.they laugh 
< 

at it and one of the chief_of Nginnu who had just.died• 
. . 

This raised the alarm tha th the aliens neede~ to be 

punished. A dead body was sacred - how dare they ~uld 

defile it by touubing. The punishment of this crime was not 

even innovated - for no one had ever broken this law. The 

confUsed and angry wanchos attacked the British sleeping in 



_,,_ 

their camps with daos and spears. The British caught 
. ~·· 

unawares at a loss. Lt. Halcombe and eighty men were 

butchered. The injured men escaped with Capt. Badgley to 

the Cbanu village where they implored for help. The Chanu 

chief ayataua refused all help because he vas an ally of #-:.; 

the Nginnu Chief. Most of the wounded British and others 

in their party died. A graveJard of these unfortunates is 

said to be still seen in the out ski rta of the Chanu village. 

When the report mf this tragic incident reached 

the British in Assam, punitive expedition was immediately·~ 

sent to avenge the death of their fe1lowmen and teach the 

wancho~ a 1esson. 

British revenge on the wanchos; 
:t' 

A pu_~tive expedition under Brig. Nuthal vas 

sent to the wancho are~ in April 1875 and there they 

stayed on till MBJ• This time the .British has taken w1 th 
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them Nocte interpreter from Boud~ria. The Wanchos ~ven 

today· say that their misinterpretation caused more trouble 

and the wanchos became bitter enemies of the., British. The 

villages of: Nginnu, Nissa, Longkai, Kamhua wer~ burnt down. 

The Niannu ·Village was partially burnt •. 

R.G. lloodthrope· the Assistant ·superi~tendent of 

the .. -:Royal Ellgineere who had come to survey the area says 

that the wanchos could do nothing to stop tne Briti£?h •. Be 

found an old woman in a hallow of a tree and tried hie 

best to quell her f~ar by giving her some money. The 

British . ~ ?:~1gave the Cbanu Chief a safari hat as present. 

It was to show ~heir gratitude for letting the fleeing and 

inj.ured British party rest in: his village. ·But the proud 

Chief refased, po1n~ill8 to hie own crown. As the British 
-.;' 

left, the Cbanu chief raised his hand, says woodthrope, 



,. . " . 

as a gesture of friendship perhaps • 

. In 1876- a small force again eBcorted a survey party 

to the wancho . hills and again burnt· the Nginnu vill~·e · 

which refused to surrender some of those connected in the 

massacre of 1875. ! 

The Nginnu villagers were said · to have been so 

helpless, a,gainet th.e British attack that thpy fled to 

Lhannu village. The. chief of Lhannu did not want to get . . ~ 

involved and .bring the wrath of the British on himself and . 

refused all help. The Nginnu Villagers went to the 'Namaang 

vill~es (Noctes), he promised to help on PS3IIlent· the 

tributes only •.. The Namsans Chief demanded two go~ts as · ·~ 

annual tribute, ~hich the Nginnu gave in return for their 

help. Ecen_now the Nginnu villagers send one goat annually 

to the Nocte vi:lla&e - Namsang. (sri vastav '· p~ 105) ~ · 

•••••••••• 



CHAPTER - III 

Material CUlture: 

The land of the wancho is surrounded on 

all sides by high hills, the area is not fertile except 

for the foothills the rest of the land is not suitable 

for good cultivation. It is indeed a sad thing that the 

wanchos hardly get paid anything inapite of their hard 

labour. Here jhum is practised. The wanchoa call jhum 

fields Haram. Ninetyfive percent of the people work in 

the fields. Although appreciable progress has been 

registered in the field of economy due to mainly to 

various development schemes initiated by the Administration 

it will still be )rue to say that the economic activities 

of the people of Arunachal Pradesh continue to be largely 

of s subsistence nature based on agriculture. Agriculture 
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.. 

is mostly of a supplementary nature to other actiVities 

such as hunting, food gathering, trappin8, fishing, 

. . 
. rearing of animiil.s and trade (T.G. p.lOl). 

There exis,ed inter 'vUlage trade as well. ·a.a trade 

with the neighbouring people of Assam and· Nagaland. 

Inhabitants of Banferra, Ruaa and other villages clo~e 

. ! . .• 

to the plains use to come down to the ~kets of 

;sepekhati and :sol-hat for purchasing coloured clothes, 

beacie;·, iron ·for making ·ciao and salt. The \v~chos living 

near the Patkoi.hilla· did riot however, come don because 

' . . . . 1 . 
those markets were distant to them .- Traditional trade 

in indigenous products of however limited scope is no 

doubt still carried on, some local people own shops and· 

do brisk business. 

1. see 8ri vastav• s A,llong the \ifanchos~ p~-3. 



0 ln jhuming. the people cut the ·trees and plants on 

the hill .sidf:JS d~ring the dey season and. burn them along 

with_ the ofganic deposits accwnu~ated, through ma.ny years 

of leaf-fa11, befo.re the rains set in. They use a jhum 

cleari'ng for two years and then abandon it after a period 

of years which varies ac~ording to the .. pressaure of p9pulation 

and availablity of landn
2

• The Ttlanchos cultivate millet; 

paddy, ~aize, arum;. topio.~ and pulses; gourd, brinjal:l 

potato,.: g~lic are grown by them. They have 11. varieties of 

paddy .~d rice and 4 varieties of arum ~ Poppy is grown 

on a very ~imited s~ale. M111et and pa~dy are. cultivated in 

turns. Harvest by hand-picking is a common met_hod among 

the tribes in the district. wet cultivati~n ~~ 1~1Ilited3• 
. . i 

• 
. 2. Elwin, V •, A Philosophy for NEFA, pp~So-81~ 

3. Tirap District Gazetteer; p.lo6. · · · · 
•! ·.: 
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Jhwn cultivat~on has three stag~s: (1) cutting of all . 

~~s, weeds and. trees at t~e fields chosen for Ha.ram is 

left to. dry (ii) after .about 2-:-3 _.months these are burnt, 

and . ( iil.) ~h~ ash is then spread. out ~venly and the seed 

sown. Implements used by th_~ wanchos are very few. Daos 

to cut the tree~ ana ~;~hrubs, sticks u.sed to dig holes~ 

·a wood.en stick with ~etal.:_tip called. Rohun ·. is used for. 

clearing the land and at the time . of harvesting. People 
.j • : • ~ 

go to the Priest and he predicts .the·.t.uture and profits 

of tha,t particular Haram by cracking ·eggs and observing· 

omens therein. Only if the egg show perfectyolk which 

forte~ a good harvest the farmers will go to ·cultivate, 

if not another Haram will be chosen. 'Dlie to this, some ' 

spots are cultivated mqre often than other spots. The· 

'.o I 

implements were good in' the ·old, day's for limited agriculture 



A ttaucho Chief 



-40-

but they are inadequate tor large scale farming. Ploughs 

are used for wet cultivation •. In the wancho area we find 

individual ownership of land. The Wangham (chief) own much 

of the land. No hasty change from jhuming to permanent 

cultivation is possible 1n this mountainous terrain. But, 

. by all means, attempts at introduction of ·permanent -· . 

cultivation whereerve possible side by··side with impr~ved 

l .. - .... -· 

· jhum cultivation· are being made. Although the -~ jh1l!D land 

·Regulat'ion of ·1947· has given the: people customary rights 

over the jhum ·land, they have· b~en showing willingness to 

adopt the new methods.and techniques of-sedentary culti-

vation4• The agricultural shows, exhibtion anddemonstrat-

ioris on' the modern sy:stem:of cultivation hSve stimulated 

in the people ~ curiousi:ty and ehthueiaum• The development 

4. Ibid. ~.110 



of communications and theestablishment of adm.inistrati ve 

centres in different parts of the district have opened 

nelii horizons for social and economic progress of the 

people, and thismis apparent in the field of agriculture. 

A project sponsored by the Regional Research Laboratoey5, 
... ' ' . 

Jorhat has been undertaken at .senna village near.LOngding for 
' ... 

cultiva~ion of medicinal· and aromatic pl~ts with involve-. . . . . . . . 

men~ pf the vil~agers. A plot of land adjacent to the .SOil 

Conservation Training-c~Demonstration Centre at ~enna has 

been .. brought .under cultivation of :SOlanum k~sianwn to 

provide planting material.for commercial cultivation by 

the 1ri,llagers. Side by side with cultivation, animals are 

4omesticat.ed by the people for food and sacrifice, trade 
'• . ' ! 

~d payment of bride price~ They are also means of bartar 

in the tribal economy. Compensations are realized in terms . . . 

Jlf ard,plSl,.s. Pigs, long-haired goats, mi thtins and hens are 
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reared• 

The geographical remoteness of the area combined 

with its lack of communication and transpo~t facilities 

end the low standard of living of the people in the pre-

Independence dQ's are responsible for the ecD.nomic and 

commercial under-development of the district even though 

it is rich in forest minerals and other resources •. In the 

absence of money as a medium of exchange; the whole 

system of trade and commerce was based mainly on bartar 

or exchange of commodities according to the needs of 

individuals., families or villagers • ._ 

Trade with Burma: 

Trade relation between lhe people of this district 

and those of Upper Burma bad been in existence for centuries. 

6 
Bhano a great trading centre of the Irrawaddy river~ 

. 6~ Ibid, p~l33. 
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attracted a large number of traders from this district, who 

carri$d their merchandise for exchange or Bale through the 

passes across the Patkoi ranges which they Used as trade 

routes.. In exchange of handloom products, tea leaves, salt, 

- -. 

beads etc the people of this area imported from BUrma daos, 

iron implements, fishing nets, spears, Burmese garments. One 

of th$ ·principal items of trade was opium. ·With the extension 

of administration in 7irap with the result of the 

clandestine movement across the border for·· trade has veem 

Trade with ·_the plains of Assam: 

Prom time immemorial, the people of Tirap led 

regular trade relations with the people.:~ of the plains of 

Assame BUt DO detailed account of the early trade is· 

available. some of the :Ahom Buranjia refer to the people 
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by the present Tirap district trading with the Assamese. 

As a matter of fact, Tirap was one of the important sources 

of salt for the people of Assam the Brahmaputra valley before 

it was regularly supplied by the merchant of the company 

through Bengal. Moreover there are some references in the 

Bu.ranjis to the supply of raw coal and crude kerosene oil 

to the people of the plains by the ~wanchos which they dug 

out from the pits in the hills7. 

In the past, the articles disposal and exchange 

were broQght to the market in the plains of Assam. Now the 

. . . . ' 

tribal people sell their articles instead of barteing them 

for other commodities dis but their necessities from the 

plains markets. 

7. Ibid, p._l33. 
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. . ''•'8 .· .· .. · . 
The chart gives an account of the merchandise 

exchange4 between the people of Assam and the ~anchQs in 

the old days~ 

Name of the tribe 

·wanchos 

Articles 
Market 

produced and sold in the plains 

cottage 
Industry 

Agriculture 

bamboo mat, ginger,arum, 
caae and Bhillies. 
bamboo, sweetpotatoes, 
wooden images, 
daos etc. 

,., 

Miacelleneous 

forest products 
such. as timber, 
bamboo,eane 

The articles that,the-wanchos generally· purchase from the 

plain markets area mill-made clothes, beads, tea leaves, 

tobacco, bidi, household utenSils etc. 

Before independence, the area vas 1ni t1ally isolated 

and there was·no trade centre but a chain of markets have 



sprung up along the border. The wanchos tlo to Berhat. Namrup 

and ;SO:nari. 

Inter•tribal. trade among the local communities: 

A .fegular trade was cut7rent among the tribes 

themselves within the d~etrict t:md w_ith those. of the 

neighbouring district of· Lobi t. The articles of trade .. 

consisted of the daily ,~·~-:..s;·m.ecessi~ies like salt. opium·. 
' . ' 

cattle; hand-woven clothes SD;d artlcles brought from the 

plains of Assam. 

Banking: 

•. 

!here is no indigenous banking system in the 

district.,;. There vas a custom among some of the people to 

buey tbe money 1n the house for security reasons. In order 

to stop this practicG and in the interest of the local 

.. 
people; .. the Government have been eacouraging the people to 
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make saVing. A number of local post offices vith saving 

account facilities have been opened. The SBI at Longding 

gives out loans to the people. 

Handicrafts: 

The tribal arts and crafts are pnique in many 

ways and for their dev~opment there are craft centres 81th 

training and production wings. The wanchm communities are 

. . . . . 

engaged in weaving. In the W'acbo society, weaving is done 

by women belonging·to the ROyal gamtlies.:Their women 

j •. 

WoVen bags have a combination Of deep red, yellow, black 

and green. colours against a white background. "These 

zigzag designs," observes Dr. Elwin "are popuiar on the 

sashes used b7 the Konyaks and ·wancho 'to carey their 

baskets and are common _on. the ~wancho bags". 9 

9. -v. Elwin, The Art o·f the North-East Frontier of India,p.40. 



Be further mentioned. of a having. bone design and diamond 

pattern on. the wancho' bags. 

Weight and Neasure: .. 

·zn recent times method of measurements have 

brousht a chang~ in the wancho traditional 'system. of 

measurement. Till:: - -~X~ _··re~ently anf though rare 'cases 

even now they bad the bartar ·system. The conical cane 

basket Kiase (cylindrical basket) and· Phackjack 

measured from the finger tips of the other hand also 

stretched out (spreading of bands and a.rnis) vere·used'as 

units of measur~ent. Four baskets full would ·--~e 

1 tham~ 5 phaok of a- normal. 'structured man would be as 

long as a house. 

rJietric .s.ystem: 

· In order to implement the Qletric system of ,. 

weights and measures introduced throughout the country 
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under the :standard of Weights and Measures Act, 1956, 

a governement organisation of weigbts and measures has 

. 1 
been functioning in Arunachal Predesh since 1964 °. This 

has simplified the business traasactions. 

Household Implements: 

People make their household articles like pot 

of cla_v and used even for i1. tuals. Bamboo pots to carry and 

store water~ Mats made of bamboo strips. vessel of wood• 

furniture both of WQod and cane, the;r make their own~ ·-

Thanup (grain grounder) out of a long log of hard wood. 

The wancho word for waving is Ngintsong. In the 

olden days, this art vas restricted only to the ladies of 

royal. famil;r. weaVing was clone on loin looms .. bags blankets, 

sashes and loincloth were made of cheap cotton, sometimes 

silks. Now the wancho ladies of all classes have started 

10. Ibid., p~l37. 
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weaving.. Loin looms are still being used in the houses. 

Government weaving centres have introduced the fly-shiftle 

looms. In the lower 'Wancho areas sericulture has also been 

started. wancho woven goods are in great demand. Their 
. ~- :..· : ' ''"'~ . ·.· . 

bags with bearing bone and diamond horizontal stripe in 
/; 

orange, red, yellow, and green are beautiful. 

cane ·a:Dd bamboo work: 

All the flribes adapted in cane and bamboo 

work. The wanchos are likewise good craftmens~ Their 

bamboo mats are in great demand in the plaine market. 

The necklaces made out of grass by the \Wancho women depicts 

their finer crattmenship~- Their baSkets made of lajai 

and radapa bamboos are ~aluable. 

wood carving: 

;SOme ot the finest and best wood-carving in 

the entire area of Arunachal Pradesh are found among the 
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'Wanchos o,f the Tirap district. The central motif in 

wood-carving is a human head. Dolle, plates, tobacco 

pipes, ... statuettes and forms such as frogs, tigers etc. 

Verier Elvin remarked that n Here the wood-carving in 
' ~ 

the past has been very.largel~ associat~ with head-

h~ti~: and ~he h~ head dominates almost eveeything 
. . . ~ 

that is made. Thus there are tobacco pipes with the bowl 
. ' . . . ·. 

carved in the shape of ~.t;l· head; drinking m~s w1 th arriors 

carryiDg off heads in triumph.; smS:ll ~oden heads ~d 
'• 

little human figures, often done ..,tth astonishing realism . '-; 

and whichi again celebrate a successful ra1d."1~he 

:.W&nchos are good at carving. 

,, 

11. Verier ElVin,. A Philosophy for NEPA,p.lOl. 
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smitheq: 

The wan.choa earlier made their own barrel for 

muzzle loading guDs to hunt and protect their field. 

Though the Government has ordered to stop of such gun 

manufacture clandestine cases can still be found. 

Ornamentation: 

The bulk of ornaments used is made up of beads 

brought from the plains •. Their bead necklaces, silver, 

grass, cane and wood jewellery are worth admiring. To 

t · hr i El · 12 th h t f d f l tb quo e · 1,,err er w1n, n e \fane os are no on · o c o ee, 

but make up for this by the use of splendid ornaments of 

1 vory, bone, horn, shell and beads, while the more 

ephemeral grace of feathers and flowers distinguishes their 

ears and bairn. n The designs and colour combination are 

superb. one Wailcho fgirl received President.• s award for 
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master craftvoman this year for excellent bead wo~ks. 

Besides bead works the Wanchoe also make ornament from 

Blass beads, wild seeds, cane, bamboo reed"1'. 

House site and houses: 

The wancho villages are ex.tremely well placed. 

occupying the .highest points of the ridges on which they 

stand and commanding all the approaches to them. In the 

olden days bamboo and cane stockades were buil~. "The _ 
.; 

scenery was magnificent; a high darkly-wooded rang~ behind 

N.inu descend abruptly for about 1,500 feet, vhen, it 

suddenly changes its preVipiea for beautiful open undula..o 

tion country,. well watered by a auc~ession of clear, 

babblirl6 streams at the cool waters of which in the deep. 

shade of elums of trees,· d,otted along their banks,, 
J~ 

magnificient methn~ (mithun) quench. their thlrst; across 
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the Dili,. i~to which these streams all flow, rise other 
'.'. 

lofty hills woo~ed along th.e ridges, but cultivated below 

on the more gentle slopes, over which the c~oud-ahadows 
' ,"> •• 

are lazily moving, and on which numerous village glitter 

brightly. To our left the high peaks of the Pa.tkai 

~e lose their outline in the hot and lazy atmosphere; 

it is a beautiful country and today basking in the still 

sunlight all is so calm and peacetul before us, it 
' ' ' 

would deem almost impossible that treachery and murder 

could find a place here; but the black cloud already 

darkening the sky changing the blue of the air to a 

marky brown the roar of the flames and crashing of timbers 

behind u.s, and the thought of the scene of the massacre, 

which is still before us, remind us of the eternal truth 

that even the Earth•s fairest spots the •iercest passions 

of man may make their homenl4 • 

:' 

14. Woodthrope, R.G., Tirap District Gazetteer,l980. 
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The house site does not belong to the village 

., 
commonland. Whenever a ne¥ village is sstablished, plot 

' of land are alloted to the individuals. The individual 

constructs his bouse on a suitable site within the 

limits of the land allotted to him by the community. 

The individual exercisesm full and heritable right of 

ownership over the land allotted to him. No ceremonies 

are observed either during the selevtion of site or at 

the time of construction of a house1 5 •. 

The Wanoho g.enerally build their houses at the 

the ground level, the eaves almost touching the ground on 

two sides. The rear portion of the house is however, 

raised on piles depending on the slant of hills. The 

framework-is built .of solid logs and beams. The front 

portion of the house is used as a common room. Behind 

15. Ibid, p.76. 



the common room there are compartment and cubicles on 

both aides or on one side of the house with a wide 

passage running all along the house. The number of such 

compartments depends on the nWllber of .the familia~. Each 

compart~e~t has a hearth in the centre. In the rear there 

are rooms tor the unmarried girls. 

' We can divided a house into three classes. They are: 

0.) The Wangham (chief) hoase, ( 2) The Commoners house, 
. ,. 

and (3) Morunga and granaries •. The W~ham•s house is 

the longest and built on the most level site in the 

village. It is sometimes 200 feet long and 50 feet 

broad. Haimen~orf has observed that the chief's possess 

better house e. and ri vher furni tures16• The chief's house 

16. Acharyya, N.N., The History of Medieval Assam,p.241. 
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consists of two hugh balls at either end, both sides of 

the central corridoe are stoae rooms or bedrooms. The 

bedroom of his wives have separate hearths, their own 

door of exit and a verandah.. Near the ehtrance stand the 

logdrum and some distant 'away stands the log grounder. 

The hall behind is used as reception, ~?:_~and conference 

centre. It is raised, has a diamond design mat floor. 

There are bed rooms for the unmarried girls of the village 

. in the chief's house. The pillars are carved and the grain 

grounder has only two holes. 

The wancho commoner's house is. much smaller than 

the Chief•s. The design is almost the same' except for the 

floor. It has a cross design unlike the diamond design in 

the Chief's house •. 

·The roof ,of ·the houses is thatched, the thong' 



(post) project through the roor. These protuding post 

are also covered with palm leaves so that no rain seeps 

into the house. This system of using extfa long post is . . . 

to enable the owner to us~' the same post in cas$s the 

bottom of the post gets tJotten. The decayed portion ' 

can beq cut off and the post lowered. 

The Wancho house is generally having five thongs 

poat.s). This post are given different nameat 

lcit pillar - HUtJJKHANG THONG 

2nd pillar • XIU«JGNU 

3rd pillar - WATAK THONG 

4th pillar - HEr-HUNG THONG 

~th pillar - ~~: ~,J.KHUATHO THONG 
.;..--~ 

The second pillar tHO.NGNU is significant in every 

wancho house. The wancho bride on ente.ring her husband's 

,, 
house for the first time has to circle around this 

pillar three times. The fourth pillar - REr4BlNG THONG is 
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used for rituals and all r1 tuals are performed near this 

pillar. 

The \iancho !!!!! (house have a chang (platform) 

along with some rooms on the ground level. The men stSJ' 

on the cballg portion and !!2!. (female room) are on the 

ground floor levvl. The houses are pitch dark and its a 

wonder that the wancho can see inside it. The hearth are 

a common feature._ 'Salpira (stool) w1 th short legs and 

tables are seen carved out of one piece of wood~ Beds 

too are carved out of a single piece of wood. Changes 

are coming into the waneho house. Modern fUrniture are 

to be seen. 

Granaries: 

These are large substantial buildings raised 

four feet from the ground and situated in the midst of 



the village. Nonmgs are long structures with beds on 

either sides, ·it looks like a militaey barrack. The 

pillar of this building is usually carved. The raised 

verandah is sometimes at the rear of the house or from 
,, 

the side of the house. There is a hearth in the middle 

and conlains a big log drum. 

Generally houses are built by the-local people 

on cooperative and reciprocal basis. The building 

materials are collected locally from the nearby forests 

by those who wants to construct a house and the labour 

is supplied freely by the villagers. The owner of the 

house feeds those who help. The unique feature of most 

·' 
Wancho house is the open bamboo platform, generally 

rec~~ar in shape, extends outwards from the main 

house on one side in the front. This serves the purpose 

of a courtyard as well as for dryiDg of foodstufts. 17 

17. Choudhury,, s.D., Tirap district gazetteer,p~ 73. 
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Dress (~tan): 

Men shave the hair round the crown and temple 

and grow hair only the top of their heads, they then tie 

; ,. ., . . 

· .back this bunch of long hair at tbe.back of the .head with 

a comb called Khalet. They wear a cap called Khawcoup. 

Upper portion of their body is bare, and they wear a loin 

18 
cloth Khialet, which is a piece of cloth of about 22 

inches long and 6 inches deep. It overlaps -the front and 

back and hangs down like a skirt down to the knees. They 

love to wear a lot o.f_ ornaments of ivory, bead and glass. 

sometimes string of monkey skulls and metal pendente 

are a.lso worn round their necks. The neclaces are called 

ill• The men wear a oloured arm band. They have holes 

in their years and often wear the strangest of earplugs, 

sometimes 1 t is bamboo pieces, slass or plastic plug, 

broken bootle necks and safety pins~ Only the Wangham 

1a •. tb1d.p •. 7a. 



w:ear a strip of blue beads round his calf. Their~ 

or dao is inseparable, they carry it round everywhere. Most 

of_ these men have tattoo mark~ on. their face, neck, 

arm chest and back. Their belt is called Zapak. Hats 

predict social struotureatatus. A specially made fillet 

for their hair is used by the chiefs. Hairpins of cane 

and bone are also used. The warriors who has taken skulls 

weare are wooden hands carved out like hairpins. On the 

arms the \'lamoho men wears· chakli t (armlet). The Wancho 

men carries a weapon. Besides, chang ( dao), pah (spear) 

with small heads and decorated with goats hair is also 

popular. 

Dress (\WOman) J 

The girls run around bare till they age given 
•' 

a loin cloth. The woman wear a piece of cloth round her 

hips called the kihuthau which is about 28 inches long 



aD.cl 6 inche~. wide. Ttte upper portion of the. ,body is left 

bare. The Chong Wangsa t~e chief Queen ~angobas~e and 

\Wa.ngchasa wear countless numbers of nack:J,acea while -the 

Wanpab .women do not w,ear much., The Royal, le.di_es. keep long 

hair which they tie with palm leaves ( tockou) so that the 

hair is. covered and remains stiff and s:traight. 

The·Wancho men ,and-women are very fond of head• 

dresses and ornaments._ Head-dresses of various· designs 

made of cane strips decofated y.ith beads and stones. An. 

ordinary head-dress is Qalled khupong and the costly one 

lik3likhasan, which is decorated with beads, furs and 

19 tusks of \14ld boars• 

19. Ibicl.p. 78~. 
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Nature of State 

Literary and ethnological sources indicate that 

the early wave of the Mongoloid migration entered India 

in the east before 1000 B.c. at about the same prehistoric 

time as the arrival ot the Ar,rans in the west. As no 

material proof of these movements and ancient settlement 

of the people has been discovered, we can, at the present 

stage of our knowledge, do little more than faintly trace 

the courses of tribal migration that took place in 

comparatively latter times. 1 

The Wancbo are believed to have or1J1nated at 

two places Tangnu and Tsangnu both in TUensang2• When asked 

abollt how the village was formed the Wanchos come up 

Vi th many theories. one such theoey was narrated by a 

resident of raausa. It is not know how the villages 

1~ Choudhur,v, Datta s., Tirap district gazetteer,l980,p.26. 
2., ;Srivastav, L.R.N., Among the Wanchos.l973,p.l,_ 



actuall7 formed. There was no chief or raja to rule the 

people who bad assembled in the area after migrating 

fro~ IiagSland. · :So from Tangnu a chief was called to rule 

over the people~ The· leacler who was ruling these people · 

before. the .. TSngnu chief 'made an appearance. was. Kianupa. 

. ' . 
He was weak and coulcl not control the people so he vas 

I; l '.r 

overthrown and his place was taken by the outsider from 

,, 
fangnu, who became the W!:U!gham (chief) • 

, , , , I , ' .. 

One tradition is that the original place from 

I .,. 1, ·.· 

where the -wancho started migrating is Nyannu otan,· and 

they first came to a place called Tinao. From Tinao they 

went in two directions. One group went to Tangnu and the 

other to Ts8118J1u. From tangnu and Tsangnu they came to 

~heir present habitat3 •. Before the tJancho came ;1ab their 

J l • 

presat habitat the land, they say, was occupied by 

a different people, who,_ ·the Wan~ho assert with pride, 

3. :Srivastava, L.R.N. ,_ Among the wanchoa~, ·p.l~ 



.. ~66-

were not as developed as they. The migrating wancho drove 

most of the people living. there. This however is doubted 

by doubted by some who believe that the area presently 

occupied by the wancho was not inhabitad by any people 

before them4~, Tbe two migrating branches of Tangjan 

from T~u an~ TsaAgjan trom Tsangnu continaed to move 

towards the east and established themselves in the 

villages occupied by them. at prese~t, ~ at. times 

occQying unclaimed lands,. and at times onsting the 

original settlers~ These· two groups of Tangjan and Tsangjan 

further got themselves divided into several smaller ~· 

Under Tangjan are Nijan, Kanj~,t~ Kongjan,_ Choujan. and 

Wakkajajan. Under Tsangjan are Niaujan,; Ngojan, zujan"-

Chopjan, Chejan and the independent village of ~senua~,, . 

The geographical division of the wanchos do.es 

not comncide with their social division~, ,some of the 
._·,. \ 

4. · Ibid,p. 2., 
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jane under T811gjan and Tsang~.an are both in Tuensang 

dis.trict of N~agaland and in Bu~ across the Patkoi. 

The Pat~oi, th~ geographical and political boundary 

between India and Burma does not prevent the peo~le on 

both aides from visiting eac~ other and entering into 

marriage relations. Trade forms another bond between 

the two. The Wancho believe that. the Konyaks from Mon 

. in Nagaland are their counterpart who preferred to stay 

back in their original h~me _in IUensang. The word 

. •konyak• comes f.~om the vord •kanya•, meaning man. 

Clark an AJDerican .missionary vas the fl.rst to use this 

ter;minology~ With the advent of the NEFA in 1957, the . ' ' ·, 

Tuensans. Frontier Tract was amalgamated into Nagaland~ 
~ 

Thus. bringing a sharp distinction between them territ-

orially. 

The wancho trace t;heir lineage from the family of 



four brothes first settled in Tangnu and Tsangnu of 

Nagaland. The four brothers were - Moipu, Hanglang, 

tingpong and Takham and are believed to be the forefather 

of the wancho. The eldest Iv!oipu is said' to have settled 

in Niannu his desQendant. are said to be the Lower. wancho -

Niajen, Choujen. The descendants of th~ second brother 

Hanglong are the Jannu. zajen and Chopjen are said to be 

the descendant .of the third brother Tingpong. The fourth 

brother Takham. is said to have gone back and remained in 
. ~· . 

Nagaland. It is believed that the wannu village was the 

centre of migration of all the different clans of the 

·Nanchos •• Among thefive families Ralang, Arang, P~ngla, 

Niyamik·and Tanbo the chief was selected, from the Relang 

family~ 

This wa.ngham (chief) was all 1n all. liben a prince 

is born the villagers go out to hunt fish and celebrate 
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' . ' 

the occaSion. The OCCaSion when a person acquires the 

seat of a Chief. is also celebrat·ed. A feast is given 

to honour the new ruler. The chiet• s wldest (:;:_,son 

Taichongpa is given more importance, then the. younger 

sons- Nawlisa and Naulipa who leave their father•s. 

houae'after they marry. 

The '·tifangnauli · (subordinate· villages) pay . 

tribute to the paramount villages. It is said that 

Bordurta Villag.e6 pays· slat· tax to the Chanu ·village. 

The warlaham directs and 9.lso keep an eye over the 

welfare and wellbeing of the village community~ Without 

th~ W~gAAm' a sanction nothing can be done, 'be it 

cultivation of Haranis, cmnstruction of house, road, 

obserrtng rituals, giving punishment to the guilty etc. 

The pa.risa or ·subject offer a share· of meat or fish to 

the kif18 it.they had gone hunting or fishing. The new 

6. It is a Nocte village. 
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q:ueen usually select a few families in her hu~band ~ ~ 
'. ~:. - . 

village as her own, a sap is then· g~ ven to the families 

as a sign of honour and.proof ·Of the new rela-tionship. 

Afte.r this, she can dine with the f~ily. and go to a~ek 

their help in times of trouble.ei- The .cnief• s .lands are 

cultivated by his commcner• s wives - \Wagnu •. SOme of the 

village yout~s stay. wiht the king - they vai t on him, 

bring him tood, pur him !2; (rice beer), light his opium 

pipe, these youth would even die for the kiDB• · These· 

att~dants are appointed by the cillage and mostly 

heredi.ta.ry. The· Wancho are proud of their war.r.ior 

ancestr.Y and: in the.olden days,their war-taoti~s had 

von th~ DBnY victories~ They were accustomed ~o gue, 

guerill type of wa~are. ·They were expert in ambush. 

They did not ·go in for open confrontation· with the· 
. - . 

enemy. Nawmei {braces) helped the king to fight wars. 
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Most -of the weapons were stored in the King's homes. 

Village Organization: 

Villages are divi.ded into units. Most villSBes 

have different names for the village units which generally 

amounts to two or three units. The Upper wancho call 

these units as CHlNGKHAW and ClUNGKBE. In the tower 

wanoho the unite are called TING.NU And TI.NGSA • While 

iO the next and independent Senne village there are three 

I 

divisions - TINGNU, ~~~ !ZOi~GFONGZONGBA111, and TING~. 

The word thom is given to a group of 

villages. Each village has tvo or more smaller units 

Jhomg consisting mf a number of houses each under a 

Junior Controlling leader - Wangsa. In the wancho village 

20-40 houses form an unit called Tipgzong • Each of 

these units have a E!!:!.,.( boy• s dormitory) • The :..<:1~.Jlab 



plays an important role in the eociety. A village rD:~Y 

hav~ 2-6 or mQre pah: depending upon the size and 

population of the village._ A royal family o~ a person of hi 

hif$b rank is usually the owner of a pah •. The ownership is 

heredl tory. The owner is resp_onsble for. bdlcl~ng, 

~lltaining and managiz:ag the affairs of.. tbe pah. In 

ret,u.rn th.e mf;Jmbers of . the pah known. as pabsem .~elp him 

in the fields or do other odd jobs•. The pah is a 

d~rrmitoey for unma,rried bops •. soon af~er attaining 
- . ' . . . . 

puberty the boys are taken into ~be ~~ •-, They continue to 

sleep 1n. the .. pah till they marry. Every ~veni:ng after 

dinner the boys )roupe out of their houses,. taking with 

them .their daos,,. tobacoo pouch, be1;~1 nut store and things 

they would need for tbe night in the pah. They return to 

their house t.he next, morning'' 



The pah 1 s like a club house p ~ere .. the teenagers 

cut,. joke, sing, play, sometimes make cane furniture out 

of wood or bamboo,·. malle bead ornaments. and. relax o~ the 

whole • The Pa!l is a recreation cent.re •. The youth have 

great tun,.-. singing lailungs (folk song). Tb.is ki~d of 

singing involves two groupe- each. tries to out~o the 

other ill.Sin&ill8• It is a portivecomp~tition. A common 

sight in ·each (E4:~..:jpah is a loDg drupt Khum • It is used as 

·~. alarm. The beating of the drum can be heard far over 
•}> • ' 

the hills. In the olden days pahs;.;; acted· as guard houses 

and centres tor discussion 3~~ strategy. It is believed 
'.. . . . . . . . .. 

that the word pah comes from the word apah (meaning 

to listen). Pahs are built near the gates of the village 

to act as guard room. 

:,•. 
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Councils: 

In each wancho village there exist a well organized 

body for the administration of j118tice. It is the council 

of elders, the t'langchu-wgcha of which the Wangham (chief) 

is the head. As assisted by a number of members with 

different function, this salt-regulating socio-political 

org~aalion has been in existel)ce since anc6en.t times. 

It is not merely a traditional judicial body .but it has 

a direct influenc~ on the socio-cultural and socio-economic 

life .of the community •.. The members and ·their designations 

vaey from village to village. At Pumao, for example, the 

co\,Ulcil consists of wa.ngham, ngopa(priest), ·vangcbam and the 

senior members of the village representing each 'clan. 

. . 
The Wangcho and the \lqangcha are also called Khonsai and 

. act as 'ministers• The Chief' before giving a decision on 

0. 
l .. 
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Th~: 1wangcham acta as messeJ18er to the Chief and the 

council. He informs t;he village about the meeting sand 
. . . ., ._ . . - . : 

calls the members to attend it, The v~llag~ council of 
. . . -~ 

the Niaujan group, consisting of Niannu, Nia.usa, Mintong, 
. ' . .. . - . . •. ', . ~ . ; 

Longphong, an~ the . Zedua villages are similar to that of' 

the Pumao council, but here the executive body consists 
. . ~ . . . . . . . 

of only the. wangchaJn (chairman), wanchapa, wangchampa and 
.. ' . ' .. 

the Wangchupa. At Wakka, the. council has a large number 

of members: the tal!g-ngam (ch-ief'), dai-pa, ggsa-pa 

(jllnior chief). 

In case of dispute within the Village, the decision 

of the counvil is accepted and regarcled by ail, but in 

inter villag_e disputes, when the decision is. not accepted, 

a diapu_t~ led to serious. and even h~d-hunting in the old 

days. The council generally meets at the chieffs morung, 

where all the members are invited. . ) 



Function of the councils 

In the old days, the main function of the council 

was to decide and plan about ~arfare, and to settle cases 

and disputes within the Hllage. But nowadays, besides 

dea.J,ing W.th minor oases and disputes, the councU takes 

up all kinds of development work, such as the constvuction 

of the road, cleaning the cillage paths etc. nA good 

of such council can be found in Cbanu village, where it 

is more a development work and each member is responsible · 

for the different activities. At the same time the 

. ' .· 7 
council settles the disputes and rites cases". 

The Chief resp~ct the deciSion of the Council 

:,.:iC_Jinembers. If the chief is a young man the elders of 

the village address him~ as Wangpa meaning sone 

7·., Verier Elwin, Democracy in NBFA.p.l7o. · 
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All the councils works within the frameworks of the 

Assam Frontier (Administration of Justice) Regulation of 

1945 which recognises their importance and authority and 

confers on them sonsiderably powers. This is in rec::o~t~on 
' ' ~ 

ofthe fact that •modern democ~atic gover-nment can have ·a 

8 solid foundation only in the Qillage democracy• • 

Punishment: 

The Wangham• s word is latr. Dispute within the visit 

generally arise out of theft, seduction of girls, adultery, 

etc •• BUt inter-village disputes arise mainly on account 

ot encroachment of land by the members of one village 

over another• s ~illage •. There are disputes over the rights 

on water. Huntins and fishing in another terri tory may 

also eause enemity. In the olden days Wanc;:hos law were 

strictly enforced, corporal p~shment waa common. 

8. Choudhury, J)lltta,. :S., Tirap district gazettee~,p.l83._. 
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;seduction of the Chief• s wife is a serious offence 

earlier it led to death sentence to the culprit. BX!le 

from the villaGe is also considered to be a serious 

pDilishment .• A theft of agrictilagricultureal crop is 

compensated by payment of a fine of one pig to the 

village councillors. 

In the old d$Ys, it is aaid that if a thief 

'stole such articles from the house of a chief, he was 

sold to another village for one elephant tusk and a gang. 

Adulter.v with a bethroted girl is also compensated by 

payment of fines._ Generally seizing of ... their ivory 

ornaments, harams( cultivable land), animals and banishment 

'· were common form of punishment. 

'The Pa.nchayat R9.j ·Regulation was introduced in 

what was then known as NEFA of which ttranoho region was 

a part. It did nc)t come in conflict wi tb the traditional 
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village councils wbich has been in existence simee time 

immemorial. 

The NEFA Panchayat Raj Regulation 1967 (No, 3) 

proVides a three tier structure of self-governing bodies -

1. Anchal Samiti 2~ Zilla Parishad 3• The Agency council-

In the NEFA (Admin) SU.pp.J.ementary Regulation 19ll a 

Pradesh council was constituted in the place of Agency 

council•· The 37th lDJlendment Act of the Constitution 1975 

provides for a legislative aEsembly in the Union territory 

of Arunachal Pradesh and at that time Pradesh council ·will 

cease to exist. The 1971 Regulation O.efines a Gram Pancbayat 

as •a body of' persons elected according to the Tribal.. 

customary methods by the residents of· any village or agency 

of villages. The lf.'f Ga.onbura and J{atakis have made $dmini&-

tration of development plans Qasy for the officer~~~: The 
' ·~ 



Gram Panchayat at the village level, Anchal Samiti at the 

block level and Zilla Parisbad at the district level have 

been working effectively and were readily accepted by the 
. ) 

people since .an infra strU.cture of such an insti tut1on had 
' .. · .· ' . : . . . . 

already existed i~ the villages • 

••••••••• 



f 

CHAPTER- V 

social Organization: 

the Wancbo society can be broadly divided 

into two main divisions 1. Wangjen and 2. pangjen. The 

Wangjen comprises of chiefs, the royalty and the Pangjen 

are the commoners. Thw word • jen• means clan or family 

unit. The Wangjen and the Pangjen are believed to have 

come from different patriarchial lines, some prominent 

names of the Pangjen are - Azangham, Chema, :) Jamikhan, 

Panglaham, Tikham and Z\labam. 

The wancho society is characterized by the 

existence of class distinction, a system uncommon amongst 

the Noctes., The Wanchos have four classes, each class is 

formed on the baiis of marriage relations and each one of 

them received social recognition according to their 



gradation and status in the social hierarcgy. The highest 

of these four classes are the Wanghama (chiefs) and the 

low:est are the Wangpens (commoners) • The lfangshas and 

wa.ngaus are tvo intermediary classes who have sprung from 

inter-class marriage~ The. Wansshas are the descendants of 

t'iangham fathers and Wangpwn mothers; vh~reas the. Wang sus 

are said to have descended from marriages between Wangpen 

:· ·.:.:Jmen and Wangham women. :Dtermination of .. ~he class anQ 

·status a person belongs to, follows from his birth1• The 

wanghams. the ·wangahas and the wangsus practically control 

tile ·society and the ·wangpen merely obey and abide by their 

decision. This fact has certain implication regulating:. 

social behaviour and soci·al relations. 

'i . -

1~ Choudhury, J.N., Arunachal Panorama,p.23B. 



The sequence of descendins lineage of' the peop'le belonging 

to the chieftain class is· as follows: .. :. 

Wangham(9hief) ---r-- Wangsia (ehief•·s-wif'e) 
! 
! 

Wangsi~. 
(daughter) 

BUt a chief may have other children.born·o:r·wives taken 

from· the lower classes of 'Wangishe, Wangsu and tlangpan. 

This commoner wife will b~· termed a8 ·waDgnu , 

: Wangham( chief) .. ~--r:. Wangnu( commoner• s. wife) 
! 

! 
! 

· \Wa.ngsa 
(son) 

! '. 
! 
I 

~wangsacha 
(daughter) 

The wancho word :Sa means children, son or daughter and -

, The. Wangs.ha and ,the·!Wangsu-, thoUBb lover i·n status then 

the Wangham, still have some royal blood in tiaem, aid 



consequen~ly are entitled to hold certain -posit_ion in society. 

They might be appointed to look. after the Pahnu (chief's 

morung).. Q.SOcial diatinc~~on. ~n tne ordinary: course of life 

does not become obVious but it is recognizable during some 

social function where the whole community participate. For 

example, in social festival a, the Wangpens who are at the 

bottom of the society are not allowed to take meal sitting 

in the same row with the Wanghams. A ~Tangpan under no 

·- -~ 

circumstance can aspire to marry a girl who is'::{":~" above 

him in social status •.. we cannot say how far tbi s division 

of classes resembles the caste system of the IU:ndus, but 

perhaps, we notice something like a nascent state of 



Marriage: 

The \1ancho (gamt) or marriage is arranged. Girls are 

bethroted to boys at the same time of birth or infancy •. 

However, these marriages are clan endogamous. People of 

villages either subordinate or paramount to each other do 

not marey from each other• a villages. It would be 

considered incest for the people of the subof:dina.te villages 

are the descendants or emigrants of the paramount villages. 

All these villagers are said to be their own blood. Girls 

are married from rival villages~ Aftert the negotiation and 

the acceptance of the proposal .•. it is obvious that the two 

families become closer,. this is termed as the chongniy. 

r4any a time the children on growing up break the engagement. 

Love marrisges are popular too.· .The exchanging of salipan 

between th(:) couple is a sign of a marriage _proposal._ 'While 



.~-····--~ 

-· 

I·· 

A \t~ancho bride 
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the WBnSham marry several times maintain a harem the Wangpan 

(commoner) as a whole stick to one wife. The 'Wangham reserve 

girls from the Panjan clan who play the ro.le of subo:rdinate 

tri.ces,- another extra hand in the field and,house. This was 

the main rea~o~ for the wancho practising polygamy marriage. 

The oftspril;lg of the w~am father ~d the Wangpen mother is 
- -

the \waDgsa who has no right to inherit the royal property. 

Compulsory marriase with a childless brother• s widow is 

carried out by - either the elder or younger brother of 

the deceased under moral oblig~~io~. Often the widow 
. . . . . . 

children but that does not deter the marriage~ ;SOmetimes 

an elder brother dies leaving his fiancee in an advanced 

stage of pregnancy she l)ecQmes the respons1bili ty of the 

"ounger brother"- If a brother ~s alf;eacJJ m~ried and is not 

willing to be encumbered by some children and· wife another 



widower or any other eager 'sUi tor marries the widow or 

pregnant fiancee. A ;wangbam widow will have to marry a 

iWangbam only_.· There is a taboo against w9ngham widow 

mareyiq Wangpan men. In the case of sororate marriage, it 

is not always obligatory .. :sOmetimes the younger sister marries 

her deceased elder sister's husband when there are younger 

neices and nephews. If the deceased elder sister was 

engaged to a man the younger sister is·married off to her 

sister's fiance to respect the negotiation and word of 

' ' 

honour,. Though this kind of marriage is not compulsory. 

Widows 'and widowers are allowed to remarry. on 

non-availabi~ity of a close relative, a widow may marry 

into another family., Her new husband settles with her if 

she has male is'laue who is an ·hair t:o his decea.aed father• s 

property. l~o rituals· ·are ·performed tor tbi s type ·of marriage. 



Negotiatilm tor this type of marriage are carried out after the 

purgatory ri tee of the dead mate have been performed. The 

wancho believes that a woman cannot survive without her 

male counterpart so no matter how old and senile the widow 

or wi«over_is remarriage is approved. 

A wancho selection of mate through diVini~y is done 

by a priest ( Wangchupah) - who breaks three eggs and pour 

them separately on three leaves. He observes these eggs 

and if he finds them good, negotiation is started if not 

it is cancelled. 

Marriage are negotiated in the wancho sooi~~y. The 

opab predicts whether the match is sUitable. The bethrotal. 

ceremony is called toimonmonk or bawale. The bride is 

taken for the ceremonial visit to her ~ture husband's 

house accompanied by the mother-in-aide and a few friends. 
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' ' 

:She .carrie~ with her two .bundles of rice wi'th her - WBm(thaw 

(white rice)' and \lfaDgllaug!! (black rice)· in a basket -.· Khaug. 

is ti~ wh~ she conceives. One of her thigh is tattoed. 

In. the' ~iztb month of pregnancy, the 'marriage is declared, 

and complete. A feast is arrange& Pangtuk or Noktuk. She 

is again tattoed khahuta on the breast. Marriage rituals 

differ from clan to clan and between Low~r and Upper 

wanchoa. The Opah pre~icts' tbe unborn•s future. in the 

early m~mths by 'tearing leave - Nongchak and burning dry 

bamboo leaves. During her pregnant stage, any religici'us 

ritu.als· if.performed will be in the groom•s 'house. In some 

,, 
cltans the bride delivers in her mother• a hous~ •. She goes 

home to her parent before the baby arrives accompanied 

with her mother-in-law. This is calJ.ed cahmp chat~ The 
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The bag of rice are still carried to and fro. While in 

some clans the bride conceives tn her motber•s house and 

the lholabour pains will herald her preparation to leave 

fcbr her husband's house. The bride• s parent arrange meat, 

fish, rice and go to their son-in-law•s house to feast. 

Royal marriages are said to be different: The 

~angham sends some village elders with a proposal to a 

ritual village asking for the hand of a Princess for his 

. . . . . : ' 

' 
i~ 

son. Before this is done tbe O.Pah on the basis of what he 

bas· read in the esgs predict '!!"' Oti. TMs egg will be shown -
to the Princess when abe come to visit her in-laws house. 

The bride and "groom do not usually see each other. The 

i_: Gaipah is2the_ priest who performs the marr:i.SBes. The 

Sroom• s' ~nd bride's frfends ·accompanied by thei"r mother-

o·r boundary. Here a· platform is ma.d_e, food, ·meat, -fieb, rice, 

zu, are collected in this plateform from both.parties. The 
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young couple still do not see each other, their friends sing, 

dance, make merr,v, ret recites lores before finally feasting. 

After the feast the marriage party and bride is escorted back 

to her father• s house., The bride• s father sacrifices a dog 

on his tloorstep and sing a song of his past bravery before 

the bride and groom enter the house over the dead dog. That 

night abridal chamber is arranged for the new couple to see 

each other for the fir.mt time~ 
. -~~ 

Next day a feast is again given,· the friends of the 

bride and groom tour the village. lt cross roads shots are 

fired mQ¥ be to chase away the evi,l spirits~ ,sometimes 

feasting goes on for 3-4 days"", 

The Brides DO!!Ys 

The Wangsu- \tlaDgsa keep an account of the dowry which 

consist of mithun,, rice, aalpiras • The groom• s friends are 



g1 ven loin clothes and dao, the opah is g1 ven a spear - pah. 

The daQ symbol.isee:good friendship for with it· the· jungles 

can .be cleared between the two villages so that thp ·mat visit 

each other. The bride~' a party is Sl.so given white tlithan 

and red '!!!!!!' cloth. ciao chg and loin clothes, and spear 

for the · opab. A cooked meal ·is given to the groom • s pat-ty 

when he takes home hisb bride· so that· they do not go hungey 

till they reach the boundary •~Pnpgkham. After they cross this 

boundaey, the groom's party takes the responti bili ty of 

meal's• The bride is·accompa:riied by- her'mother or mother-in-

aide~ ;she' carries with her the two bundles of- white and black 

rice as she makes her trip to and fro betwen her husband• s 

and father• a house'• The period when she stays in her father• s 
~ . . ' . ( " . . 

house is called khaithotuk. Prepancy·legal.ises .the marriage. 

In her husband's. village the new queen chooses :some·fam111es 
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: '< 

as her own so that they can help her in times of trouble. 
' I. 

Love marriages are not uncommon. The bride and groom choose 

each other Nongche - Nongchen and marry after their parents 

give the approval.; Rituals J.ike the one stated above are 

not carried out in case of widow or widower remarrys. 

Divorce: 

Divorcle is not easy:, but it is granted on pBJIIlent 
. ': 

ot tines., The wanssu:-.wangsa (the village. council) take an account 
! ' 

of the dowry that the woman bad brought as bride price. All 

gifts that had been exchanged are returned and the divorce is 

complete •. 
'·' 

Festivalss 
'·.· 

The \Wancbos have a number of agricultural, social 

and religious festivals •. 7he names of the festivals vary from 

village to village and also fJ among the different groups of 



the wanoho. Xhe number of festivals allso va17. For example, 

sixt~en different festivals are celebrated in a year at .. 

Wakk~, ~hereas ~.n PWnao 11rea, C?Dly six· festi vale are .. 

observe~~. :Similarly Ninnu vill98e observes fourteen, 

Longk~ twelve and PQpgchau seven festivals. One of the 

moat. imp.ort~t. festivals observed all over· the wancho area 

is Ojiyele. This festival continues with great enthusiasm 

for Six to twe.lve days duri~ March-April. every year just 

after sowing of ;I hum paddy. Pigs, buffaloes and. mi thuns are . 
. :·_l!_t.· • 

• • • , •• - l' -;:..~- • • 

.·sae~iced and feasts are arra.ngd in each and every morwJ8s 
( '.. . . . . . :: ':' . . -· 

(dormitories}• :songs and dances by boys aild girls in. 
. . . . . . . . 

ceremonial costumes lake it joyous and colomful. The people 

put on cl?thea specially on this occasion, as the festival 

also si8rdfies donniDB of new garments. Farm houses are 
·, . . (/. . ' 

1 

. ' : . 

constructed for new harVest. Qjiyele takes a festive look 

at pUmao where dances are held around a long ceremonial pole 

called jaDSbam planted lor this occasion. 



.. 
Bituals performed in the Granneryt 

During the harvst an animal be it pig, ben 

~ . . ' . . ' 
or dog is killed. its blooa is smeared on the granner post 

' 
and doorway .• The Cbejampab (family priest.) performs this 

ritual~::]. 

. . . .. ·.. ' . 
Festivals celebrated in the Longding area: 

In all there are eight important besides 

other festival that the ~cbo celebrate. In this eightl 

is incl~aed the harvest as well as the loin cloth ceremonies. 
. . 

1. Kamgai: Kamg$1m is celebrated in the month of August. It 

" ia the loin ~loth ceremony for boys. The celebtation lasts for 

four days. 

2., Thawan: It is celebrated in March. This is the girl• s loin 

cloth ceremony. They go to the fields and have a. party that 

last for three ,days •. Boys c1o not attend this party but on 

the girls re.turn they exchange presents~· 



3. Hadujipg: 1 t is celebrated in the month of r.fay on the 

occasion of millet harvest. 

4 •. Twois This' is celebrated in the field in the month 

.. 
of February. :Sheds are 'built in the fields, the big shed 

is give~ to the Wangham and commoners sta_v in smaller sheds. 

5. .Bannut Thia ... is celebrated for six d~s in the month 

. . 

of March. the people make a c);lang or platfoa and ~--7:··t make 

a zangbang (figure~) of Wangham, his que.en and his son •. : T~e 
> " 

queen· ·dances with the Pausa youth. Pausa meaniJll subject. 

FOr· three continous days tales of the past and present are 

narrated, for two d~s dances are performed and the best 

,, 

day a big grand feast is held. 

~ . . i 

6. Ordernil: In February, the people s.~o the fie1ds with 

the priest Napah or O;pah to pray to the God of Earth Baurang 

and invoke blessings and Uvine powers for a better and 
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pro.peroua ·harvest-. 

·7 •' Dungthams This is c.elebrated in February by the children. 

They go to the Sheta river. A platform is made to catch 

'fiib~ They,swim; play, laugh an<l tease. This ceremony is 
1 

· for· the welfare of the children •. 

' . 

a. La.U:jen or' Oriah: The· Upper wancbo tetm tor it is LauJan, 

· the lower call it as the Oriah festival. It is celebrated to 

welcome the·new year and implQre the Gods for a better and 

pra;sperous year. The _Janpan is .. an important part of the. 

Oriab festival. The sky God Ganger zoban Rang, Lainu Moon 

go«:• Gamgtan ·,sun God, lansa - stars and Baurang, the soil 

God is praye~ to for blessi,ng and prosperity. 

: The Oria.h fe$t1val consists of the Ranpanthai 

and the Oriab Nilauk. The first con.sist of erecting a bamboo 

post and the_ se~ond is hoisting ot Oria.h flag. After that 

follows the serving of endless· glasses of rice beer - J2 or 

Ju. -
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To drink ~ is known as Jul1!J6• After the drinks the feast -

Naktoh starts. This festival lasts for three days, Asho1 neih, 

Bohnu neih and Bohsa neigl!. On the last day the traditional 

bamboo post is carried a~ - Rangwan Paw. All Wancho are 

very attached to tbj.s festival and wait it to come again. 

Besides the annl.lal Oriab festival harvest festival called 

Lauden festival in. August is celebrated,. In the last week· 

ot March, PW!gtam is celebrated to announce the cultivation 

of millet. In some villagea, festival 1s known as Chachiyan-

anyak - shaai meaning rice and anyak meaning inviatation 

is celebrated to benefit prosperityby invoking deities 

" . . 

like ~ for fertility and Baurang to protect and, not to 

destroy the crops. 

After the new harvest, a de~ti v8.1 called Paotakle 

is celebrated in which the skuJ.:ls of the dead are taken.out 

and offered _ __ ! rice-beer· zu and food. In some villages · -
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the · annua! , . religious ceremoftl called the Bangaam, 
••• > ."" ' 

Pagen and· Gakgam are performed. The priest Gipa kills 

_a. bigcock and sprinkles. its blood over the accumulated 
. . . ;. · .. 

weapons •. 'l'he sacri,.fiee.d cock is then taken to the field. 

The priest utters praye~s to the SUpreme Power to 

. . . 

shower blessings so that they may haye good crops; good 

_fishing and hunting expeditions, good health and peace. 

This.oeremony is also performed when a new chief is 

:· 

appointed. Besides games,communitt fishi:ng, hunting, 

swimming, the wancno love singiM ail dancing. Their folk 

saiJ8s is know.n as Lailung and their dance as ~· 

.. 
Lailung means tying a b-undle, !.!!, means.· leaves, ~-

means. rape made out of bamboo sbrips. For bi tuala leaves 

and this type of rope is ·used nothing can replace. it. 

Likewise to La:iluilg. Lailung are more common among the. 

&mgjeh. ·Nowadays, lailung is taken as common .folk songs. 
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In the olden days, Wan&Pahs did not sing lailungs along 

with their Wangham. Yolingster did not sing;: them in 

.. ~ . . . ' 
front of their elders. These were sung in the morung, 

cannot be sung alone - two teams are needed. The 

lailung are usually about love, romance, tales about 

bravey, legend etc. Cpmpeti tion in lailung singing is 

often held. The exercise helps to exbend and sharpen 

one's wit and intellitJence and brings about a spirit 

of competition and sport~anship. one team usually loses 

but all in good spirit. 

Maibon is also e. form of folk song. It is mainly 

sung by the Tangjen. The differences between Maibon and 

Lailuna are in the tones and in the contents. Lailung 

has comparison and similies. 
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SOngS£ 

wancho songs can be heard echoing, through the night 

sometimes even duri!lg _the day. When one Wancho hears the 

strains Sf a song over the bills he sings too, to 

support and show his understanding for the feeling of the 

unseen singet. At a time many voices join the singing. 

This is form of communication and eJq>ression• songs are 

sung everywhere during marriage, at home, in the juJ18le, 

fields and at any time of the day._ Tbey say when one sing 

he forgets his fatique and boredom. They sing both when 

happy and sad. The b~lieve in singing helps one to 

cultivate good thought. Meaning of a \1ancho song that is 

sung in the jungle vhiie chopping wood: 

~we all gather to sing, 
It will be fun if we sing together, 
Do you think of me when you go to the field? 
Do you think of me all the time on the roads 
and while working? 
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Where will yo~ be going today? 
only by thinking of me can my 
Jamsa (beloved) end her day. 
In the daytime I think of my parents. 
At night I think of' you my Jamsa 
When I am hungry I remember my Mother 
At leisure and while drinkingg zu 

· I think or you. 
f•17 day and night becomes an ordeal 
When I do not think of you and see you, 
NY mind is restless". 

. . . 

Plea to his ex-girl friends 

n1 will go look for a new mate, 
t; 

The old wife has gone ugly and ill tempered 
MY old girl has a ne" friend •. 
SO I will go look for a new mate, 
Slease let me go look for a new mate. 

wancho songs are full of romance,. the themes are of love 

gained or lost, battles,\ heroes, legends etc~ The lailung 

are full of imaginary~ They are simple but tull of 
~· 

comparative simi lies •. 
,.:_ 

<SOngs sung in the field: 

Words: Wake orgon chidku huling 
Meanings: Jungle cut and the sun dries it. 

W : Chape longsam hanew lung 
M : A feeling of wellbeing like as if staying in 

the palace of SUkata the Ahom King. 
'W : rtlai pung jibnu chi oybi opu chopon ma ba 

liei manjonbi jha sa phontu tabi new indei •. 
M : com paring of girls vi tb ·flower. If he sees 

a 31-rl he wants to know her. If le mea 
a flower he wants to put it in his ear. 



• Parables : 

These stories reflect the wancho view on 

animals and nature" 

(a) Pig and the dog: 

Long, lOD8 ago the pig and the dog were 

given equal importance and were good friends - aming 

meaning animal friendship.: These two the pig and the 

dog were owned by a man •. Their master ,sent the two of 

them to work in his heaven. Everyday early in the 

morning the two would leave the house at their master's 

orders and he~d for the Harem. The pig was a sincere 
I ., ~ . ; 

.and hard worker. The dog was lazy and slept there throUBb-. . . 

out the day. one d~ the pig felt he shouls tell hie 

master the. truth., The,;; tired pig went up to his master · 

one evening: and coplairied that 1 t is always he who 



work~. He said, aMY owiDB (friend) slept the whole day 

while I was busy. Did you not ask both of us to share the 

... 

work?n. The master asked the dog in a -stern voice, nxs 

what your aming the pig saying the truth?". The cunning 

dog immediately denied the facts and told his master that 

he always works very har~. The master believed the dog, 

the pig now to prove that he is in deed a hard worker 

started working _harder. H~ never took any rest even at 

. l' ' 

midday. While his friend the dog slept under the shed~ 

EVery evening, before the tired pig would reach home the 

asked the pig, "Wheee were you?". The dog- replied, aRe 

waa sleep1l18a~ Before the pig could say anytbillg and 

prov:e -·to hi a master that ·he -bad been wo~rking in ~~.-:, his 

master's harem, the man-took a stick'and began beating 



. ' 

tbe poor pig. The dog became the lavourite of his master, 

•.; 

while the poor pig took shelter under the house, the 

dog stayed in the bouse with his master. From that day 

onwards the pig vas denied inside and remained outside 

the house, he was not considered an equal to the dog. 

The door step was raised so that the pig could not enter. 

Bence the pig and the dog were never friends, even now 

the pig is said to have cursded the dog and now its the 

dog who bas to work while the pig remain at home. 

(b) Frog and the crab: 

lt is said that long ago. the crab had 

long elegant legs and the frog could stand upright. The 

frog ad the crab were close friends. They lived together 

and shared a harem. Al~ernately if one stayed at home to 

do the house work,. the other went to work in the harem. 



At midday, they would both have lunch. i_n the field and 

talk. One afternoon the frog was waiting for the crab to 

bring him lunch of roasted kaehu. The frog waited and waited 

the sun was about to set but still his azidng the crab did 

not come. He began. to get worried and left the field in 
' ' 

a hurry. When he reached, home be saw the crab rolling 

helplessly near the hearth, the poor crab while resting the 

kachu caught fire and his elegant legs got burnt. seeing 

the condition of his friend he laughed so hard that his 

backbone broke. Since then crab crawls and the <rog hopped. 

(c) Crow and the monkey: 

The crow and the monkey were neighbours and good 

friends. They helped each other in the fields •. First they 

worked in the crow• s field and then the monkey• a field. 

The monkey was growing mille.t and other grains, crow was 

growing stick rice ( baragrain}. A«ter the harvest the 
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crow invited the monkey to have a share of cooked sticky 

rice. The poor monkey not havin{( tasted this kind of rice 

before took up his dish,',-) eagerly. BUt to his disappoint.ment 

he could not relish the cooked rice. It stuck to his paws, 

the whiskers and all over his face. The crow vas eating 

his spare tt:i. tb great enjoymen~. ·The next daytbe monkey 

invited the crow for food. The crow was happy to accept 

and wh~le day he kept contemplating about th~ food at 

the monkey's house. He reached his friend's house and 

monkey' served him watery gruel made o~t of millet. The 

orowt did not know how: to eat~ The monkey smiled, the 

crow put his head down for he realised the monkey was 

as smart as hiself. It was a case ·Of tit for tat. 

(d) How the dog lost his horn; 
. . . 

The dog of long ago had horns •. He was very 
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proud of his 10118 and pointed pair of horns. One day the 

dog. wanted to gaze out on the valley to see if anJ of 

his friends were near about. He did not want to bump his 

borne against the boughs of the trees. :so he took them 

off his head. He placed the hom of the ground under the 

tree and climbed up. While he was on top of the tree a 

goat came up the hill saw the pair of horns, placed them 

on his own head and strolled away. The dog was surprised 

to see his horns gonE;}~ He looked everywhere and then he 

saw the goat wearing his horns~ The 4og chased after the 

the goat. The goat fled and refused to return the horns. 

The poor dog lost his horns, even nov when he see·s a 

goat he barks and chases, but the goat will never give 
. ' 

him his horns back. That is why goat and the dog are 

bitter enemeies. 



• 
Religion: 

~109-

The wancho .do not worship any idols. They believe 

that there is a supreme pow~r or tjivinity which th~y refer 

to as zang. Rang on personify .as Zauanpa. Likle the Hindus 

the wancho people offer sacrifices of food aJ;"ticles,· 

animals, objects to, the.Zaunpa. They dQ not however, 

have a specific place for .worsbip. 

Though there is no pictq,re of their God .-& 

Zaunpa, the Wanchos described him as m&gnificient. His 

head.is adorned with the stin and the moon, hia.khiatet 

{loin cioth) is the ratnbow •. zaunpa is linked with every 

aspect of Wa.ncho life~The ~rancho believe in countless 

eeligion rituals. For this they have a number of priests 

to pray as well a8 perform the rituals, be 1 t birth, 

death, marriage, harvest resti val. For nearly every 

* based on thea author's fieldwork. 
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occasion a specific priest is aroUnd. 
' . 

The· wancho opah, zampeh, · chajampah, gammu etc have 

a great influence of the people. l3es1des, these priests 

add r1 tual a they have a coneep t of the ilame hw:n8n being 

considered to be pure in body and soul have immense power. 

These b~ingsa are called l\J.2• . He. :::Vbas powers to see 

the future, to heal sickness, to change bad for good a.hd 

l>less. Aje is said to have an abnormal behaviour. some 

strang~ shining, black pebbles are found with·the Aje. The 

,Aje do not know from where these pebbles come into their 

possessions. sometimes one," two, and vven three pebbles get 

her in one year. These pebbles a.rekept . in water pots in 

a. sacred place~ If these pebbles gf)t lost the Aje loses 
• !• . 

bis power. The Aje has. to live a strict ;and holy li.fe -

sins will m~e his pebbles diassp~ar. It is said that 
,\' . - . 

if these pebbles dissappear disaster will strike. Although 
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tbeyn live normal lives, marry, rear vhildren and even 

work to earn their own living they have to pray regularly, 

eat prescribed and restricted diets. 

The life of Aje go on, the old Aje~s power are 

trapsjrred to a new Aje. The old Aje can predict the 

fUture. Aje - from where and how the new Aje will emerge 

•falling of a start•. It is believed thAt God drops a 

star and whenit falls &n a house, a member of that bouse 

is chosen and granted supreme power to become an Aje. 

Aje does nor harm of practise black magicp he believes 

in non-violence. Their power is so great teat on seeing 

a person • s belonging• a the AJe ca predict and talk of the 

person who 1 s no where in sight and whom Aj e has nver 

seen. 

It IJs found ,hat strange cfeatures enter t.he house 

before an Aje emerg.ea in that house 9 snakes-. monkeys,. 
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mld cats appear. AnimaJ.s and .snakes ,that enter the. house 

are not chased away • They are taken as a sign• symbol or ·" 

as mees.enger of God. 

Practise and Si-gnificance of tattoo ( HUTU) 

~attoo is an art, and the wanchos are skilled in it. 

Tattoo: marks· are made 1ili th a .dao or any other kind of 

sharp pointed instruments and pointed bamboo tings. After 

perforations and lines are made ·the spot ia rubbed with a 

paste of rice flour mixf3d with the blue or black jui,ce 

of some jungle berries~ The tattoo mark o~ the face is 

called iDJ!. or tunho, that on the neck as dinghu. on the 

chest as' khannu and on the back as tackhnu •. A man is 

allowed to tattoo l'lis face after be takes a akW.l. 

Tat~pos are a sign of heroes, fearless and cour9Beous 

warriors:. Tattoo vas an award of bra.veey. It was a mark 

of high birth. No· waugham would marry a girl, wl!lthout ,any 
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~attoo mark~ ao,.~o ma.tter how painful the girls Wlmt through 

it, after puberty ~d after marriage. Many a times a bride 
~' - . 

would acream.and scr~ch while her friends had a gala time with 

ile boy~ (rom the bridegroom•s.partyaand the marriage feast. 

The tattoo on the man• s face consist of four lines that 

travels from the forehead· round the eyes, up the nose, cheeks 

mout!). and chin •. Spots putline .theselines. Designs are 

drawn on the nose, wrist, shoul.ders, arms, neck, chest and 

back sometimes~ In thism respect clan differs, some· tattoo 

the face some the other ~arts of tbebody. 

~attooing for women holds great importance as it 

marks different stages of life caries and much emphasied 

part of marriage rituals._ Tattoo on the thigh is called as 

betalll hu, that on calf as chichin-hu.:., At the age of six 

or seven years the girl is toattoed on the calf if she is 

engaged, or at tiround eleven to thirteen years of age 

(puberty). 
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In the seaentb month of pregnan_cp ~ ,'f~' design is tt;lt~.o~ed 

on her chest •. · The ~chief~::S daug~t_er_ h_as more. tattoo designs 

C~an. ~s~. t~ttoo dee~ins diffe,re even-for 

·.11omen_.. 'l'h.e. shoillders bavea ~iamond desig~, CJ"OBs garte~. 

design .lf~r ~-b~thigns,·. ve.tical lines fo:t: the legs right 

up to. tne _ ski11nbone,_, -;:i._ cross, on -the. n::1vel and lines deawn 

on the breast to. t~e. ;stoi!la()b~_. The :most common tattoo 

marks is. the c.roses on the navel .which i,a skillfully 

'llii th three_. :fine _lines .and looks li~e ·a :rJI~tesa .cross. 

Beliefs and su.persitition: _ 

_-Thef full ~oo~ and · t_he ore,scent moon are held 

auspicious._ W_i thout · the moon. they, do, n~t perform any 

., . 
ri taa1 c-. d_a~k night or ~o-on+.es,s sky i:s n:ot held to be 

. !· 
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lose, fe:rtili ty if any sacred ceremony is carried out on 
(' 

moonless nights. 

The wanchoo explains the, phenomena of the: solar 

eclipse in an endearingly simple way. They say that 

the ~ is eaten up by a giant frog. During the e.elipse 

the villag,e is closed and general works are stopped for 

the time being. Jerking or throbbing of any muscle 

:~l'.~:i:c:~~, of eyes, arm, thigh is considered unlucky. 

During. wars, the F\Wangpah or priest predicted the outcome 

of the, war through the observing, of egg shell and egg 

U'l"'yolk. If. dui;ing the lj.ourney or raid, the food that 

is carried gets rotten. It is taken as a bad omen. 

Birth and puberty rituals and ceremonies: 

Pregnancy is an import.ant matter in a wancho 

society for it finalises marriages between a couple. 

'Fhe opah predicts the unborn child's future in the 
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second or the third month. sons are prefereed to daghters. 

the Gumnu (mid-Wife) ia appointed b~ the wangham. After 

the baby is born the Gamnu eooka red rice and fish for 

the mother. The diet is continued for three days or more. 

The Gwnnu looks after the baby, washes ail cleans ib for 

the first three days and she even names the boy. The 

Gamnu is an important person in the sooi.,y. 

As soon as the child is born be is given a lick 

of the ZU; boys are made to touch a live fish. After a 

few months soild food is introduced. Popular, good looking 

and moral abidlll8 peo,ple are given the previlege, of 

' 
feedina the baby its first solid foo4. The parent of the 

' ; 

new born hold big feasts to welcome and celebrate the 

coming of a new member in tbe family. The ritual at the 

time of deli very and after is called Naucban. The awnnu 
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piercethe years of the baby with ginger ;; _____ juice and ties 

a string of beads and predicts the baby's future on the 

second day. On hearing of the baby•s arrival marriage 

proposals will come •.. If it is a girl she will be reserved 

~- . 

with gifts and a garland from her maternal uncle for his 

son. In the zotham festival, tbe baby is given solid food. 

According to the child's physical development a 

loin cloth is given. Boys are generally given a loin cloth 

when they are around 14-17 years old. on that day the boys 

:2'£-•.father gives a feast. The boy is given a dao and also 

a membership oin the morung. A dog is sacrificed on the 

doorstep before be enters it~ 

The number of patches of land on Haram are 

locked under the Zbum cycle, Haram helps to calculate a 

person•a age. If the cycle of certain haram started on 

one• s birthday, repi ti tion o'£ this haram will be coun_ted 
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as years for him. The tenth rotation will be his tenth 

birthday and so on. Girls are given their loin cloth when 

they are between 11 and 14 years old. As usual a feast 

follous. 

Lightning: 

They believe that God uses lightning to show his 

wealth. If lightning strikes a place that place or spot will 

be abandoned for ever. 

Earthquake: 

During an warthquake, pregnant women are put 

under re»trietion and thought to be unfortunate. 

Animals; 

Tiger is called the king of all animas - ~t is 

sacred. TiBer slayer are given knighthood - Nawmai. 

The snake - python is considered to be and as an evil 
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a1mbol. A~one v~o sees one should kill it or he will be 

cursed, but not wh~n one• s wife is pregnant, if .he does 

the child will have the habit of flicking out its toJ18Ue . . 

like ~ $~lake. 

Birds; 

Cawing of the crow and crJ of the owl are believed 

to be 'Predictions of bad news and times. The cry of the 

eagle and the cuckoo predict love and news of lovers 

elopill8• 

Taboos: 

Prenatal and post-natal periods -_pregnant ladies 

and their husbands are put under restrictions. The husband 

is forbidden to kill. snakes, strike nails and stake!~ 

into the ground. During the delivery period, the menfolk 

stay away· ·for 2 days. Locks and knots are united, unpowder 
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and weapons are stored elsewhere. Husbands and wives live 

separately till the child is nine month. Twins are considered 

to be a bad omen. 

Breweq: 

The men are not allowed into the room where rice-

beer is made; he is not to touch the Tong!chah (pyeast). 

If he does he will lose his virility ahd becomes eqmivalent 

to a women •. Guns, spears, daos, fishing rods and nets are 

not allowed near the breweries. 

Disposal of the dead: 

The wan.chos have a word to mean death - ,Zukting 

( zuk= grave, platform for dead; ting= land) •. The 

purgatomy rites (Zafoat) differ from clan to clan and between 

upper and lower wanchoa. The Wangham and the Wangpan have 

different cemetries. The cemetry for natural death and 
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accidental death is also different. The corpse is vaahed, 

wrapped in and cloth and adorned with his/her belonging 

'and offered food. The Gamph (priest) who ,looks after the 

dead body •. The Wangham as they are blue blooded do not 

perform any death rites for the corpse. Oangjen woman married 

to a Pangjem is appojnted aa T*nthuroo • .she performs the 

purgatomy rites for the r&yal family. she vasbes the body 

and offered ~ -:~-·::: food and drink to the departed soul. 

The corpse is carried on a stretcher with his 

belonging, to an already made chang 9platform). Corn. drink, 

meat, fish,, are offered to the d.epartd soul. His money, 

pipe, watch, clothes, torche, umbrella, dao are all placed 

over or near the corpse. The wancho believes in the 

existence of the other world. These possession are either 

torn o.r spoilt for the '!tlancho believee that if in this world 
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things are broken, in the next world they will beb better. 

In the dead maD's house the hearth is not lit, food is 

sent by sympathetic end helpfUl neighbours. If a nephew or 

niece dies the maternal uncle provides the food for his 

sister - ftolamsa (mam=dead, sa;=riee). For two week the corpse 

is visited. When after a mon~h or so the body decmmposea, 

the skull is separated. The zampah cleans the skull, offers 

fo~d an.d drink and puts it in a pitcher - this occasion is 

known as rapolJ. It is said earlier the wanchos U ,kept the 

corpse ot their relatives ne~ the house. The Governemnts 

constant urges to stop this practice has persuaded the 

wancho to shift their cemetries towards the approach or 

entrance of the village. After the people return from the 

eemeteey in a procession they touch a bamboo chupga filled 

with water before entering the house as a purification rite. 
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,Accidental deaths do not get so much of importance. The 

corpse is visited for five days only. It is &ied in a mat 

·and hung somewhere far ;,;:.::.;::., away from the villages cenetery ~ 

Effigy of wood, carved similar to the dead man is put on the 

platform, no effigy tor ladies are made. It the dead man was 

tattooed his effigy would be tattooed too • 

••••••• 



CHAPTER -. VI 

Conclusion : The ·cha1lging :scene 

I have· di.soussed in·· the foregoing e~pters about· .the 

wanchos. th~ough history, history here meaning· time. The · 

formid~bie ·pr6blea that we had to reckon wi.th· it is the· 

exir~meiy' meagre extent of the conventional historical 

data. 

'· 
,'~ 

This ·in~eed pose.d .. , a. ,f.ormidable problem. Morecver 

llhatever earlier references we get·about the wancho are 

by the people who w:ere a part of the colonial rule. 'J:hey 

had.a vested interest. in the. area and they were prejudiced 

in their views.- -For them the pe()ple livi,ng in remote ~reas 

should not be anything .b_ut primitive. This is the ethnocentric 

'. 

western view. Empirical data indicates that no human group 
1 . 
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however primitive 1 t may be in terms of technology, can 

survive having an integrate view d) of their own society 

and that __ of the whole oosmoa. One· of the 'important tasks · 

of . the scholats . ,wo tki~~ o_n grollps J.ike . ·wancho .is to bring . 

. this. :t~ature. o.f .. the:i.r so,oiety, sQ that. we .. have a bette.r 

. _und~~~t~9-.i;ng. o:f' -t~ei.r w;a.ys of ·life. : Reali,si,ng this there 

v~s.,no other way but to collect the data from the people. 

;Sinoe ·it_ ·was ~ot. possibie to go .·in. for. a .. fill scale. . . . . ' . . ', . . . ,, . . .- . . . . . ~- ' . 

. ethnographic sa search .• I. collected. their.: folklore, folksongs 
'. • • • ' ' • • • • -~ '• •• ••• -I : • • • • • 

. and such.· materials .wl:lioh are in- ci.rculation in .. th.eir cJay 
1.. , ,. ,, , , •.# !, •. I. ·' , ,,, I• ., 

_to d~ .life~ How: ·far. the ·information contained in these · 

• materials.'·i:s bistorieally:.va1id· . .ts indeed. difficult to: say' 

. at this· .stage of· r.esearch "Qut · they. do indicate· about their 

.belief systems.~ The belief: s¥stem is not- isolat-ed·. It· is · 



related to history, ecology, culture and experience of a 

population· and .. therefore to that extent relevant in 

understantling the \Wancho way of life. A.ny picture that we 

ge~ is only partial.. 

The wancho like other population in this region 

were in interaction with the people in the plains region. 

One can safely assume that this a interaction was neither 
. .' '. -. 

··= 
of one type no~ stable but certainly persisted overtime. 

/. 
At times they were friendly relations and other times 

. I 

hostility prevailed. Nontheless both needed each other for 

a variety of reasons. Roy Burman has indicated that such 
~ • ! • 

. ' -. ' . 

communitie~ p~ayed the role of bridge and buffer between 

regions. ~change of various products was another reason. 

In the process however; mutual cultural borrowing took--placed. 

. . ~,· . '\'; 



The·wanoho practised jhum cultivation using simple 

hoes. It was perhaps not simply a tribal mode of economy, 

but it was a way of life. They developed cottage industry, 

art and handicraft depending on the availabli ty of raw 

materials and skill. The limited trade on bartar system 

was conducted with the neighbouring oommunities.oomm 

The influence of Christianity from Nagaland and the 

foothills of- Assam have compelled many a wancho to adopt 

the Christian faith. (Although small in numver the \Wanoho 

youth are generally attracted to modern way_ of life. 

Though t~ tribal life continues some educated citizens 

have thought that changes are necessary for the wancho to 

modernize their way of life. The Vanoho traditional society 
-•. 

is in s state of transition with government backing add 

support of the educated ~~oho youth the following are 
~~ 

some of the ehangEB tltbat.-·- can be pinpeinted. 
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1o The wancho Youth Association: It vas formdd 1~ 1972 by 
. . . 

·~ . ' 

a group of inspi.red, educated and far seeing ~anoho 

boya. Tile aim of the association is to bring .about rdioal 

changes in the Wancho society. It is working for the 

. . 
society's reformation. The association is trying to atop 

polygamy, stop the practice of taboo, prevent the people 

_from_])eing superstitious and to dress deoent~y. The 

association has been doing good work, and people· a.re 
' .. 

aware of the weaknesses of the society and are grateful 
. . . . . . . . . 

for the associations gu~dance. It has imposed fines and 

.. suocessful:lY. brotigh·t the practice of tattoo to a stop. 

Besides the Wianoho society has been suffering problems 

arising out of opium consumption. EVery man especially 
- . 

·Of the umx older g~neration is addicted to opium. The 
. . ~ : . . . . 

...... 

assooiatio.n is ~ryipg to -~radioa~e this practice. There 
. . . - .. '·· 



is· a case of ni punishing an opium sn:toker by banishment. The 
' ' 

Wanqho, .b9ys and girls are becoming __ interested in education. 
' ' 

Graduates ~e .nQ.t manY but .most of the~ have. cpmple.ted their 

. . ' .. 
higb schools. The first wanoho,girl to have matrioulted 

was. in t~~ year. 1986. 
,,, 

> :I , 'I 

" . ' ... 

·. '.·' '· 

. isPread of modern education started .in the area 
'•: 

I: 

vi.th the starting of schools . s.et up by the Government. One 

at Kharuiu., _p3ngchau,. fSenua, Chop~u_ and \l~akka have b_een 
.'. ' .· ,, 

started. Pri~ey schools ·have. been. staz:_ted in .most villages. 

~ . ' ' . 
''' 

' ' ' 

Nwnber of: boys alw~ys exQeed_s m_ore than. g~rls.- Girls are 
i. ' 

not s.ent to- soho_ol'. ~or t~~~ haVe- to_'~. a~t ~S. sg~rogate mothers 

. ,. -
: I : . , . ~ , . . 

look -ai~ter- the house and. younger. -children wlU.le t~e ~others 

,, .;;.-

. . 1 

· are out in· the fields •. Mr; H. ponglam .is. the first_ graduate 



:; ' ' 

.,;1~..;. 

from the Longding area. Other graduat-es now among the wranoho 

are Wangjen wancho, wa.ngnam f/ancho, In Longson Village there 

are ~bou~ eight matriculates. ·Lower \Wancho·s have had mote 

education C?PPOrtunitiea than t~e Upper~ In 1986-the 

3• Improved methods in agriculture* 

.. Imp~ementat·ions qf vari(Jl.is \Welfare schemes for 

aoc~o-economio d~velopment of the people since Independence _ 

have brought. a"Qout. r.em.arkable changes in the life of the 

people• 
. r· ·- ·, 

. . 

.;Some wanchos still practise.shiftlng cultivation • 

. According to the Jhum Regulation 1947; the,---;~~b~r~:f of ·a 
. ·~ 

village or a. communi-ty have a ou_sto~ry ri~ht to cult_iyate 
:·; ·. 

jhwn land. by shiftingm m.ethod. Jhum· ciol-es have reduced· .. 
•' . . . : ' ; ' . . 

g_reatly aDd' the .. cycle in. th~S- area , Varies 1?-()W from f"our . to 

six years.~ Previously it was Wight. years. Government ~ s 
!· . 

~: ' • ' ~.. '·· I " : 

-~~--

trying to improve the paaotioe of" ~rioul ture. 'Efforts is 
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I' ',•' 

.to provide improve seeds, fertil~zers and agriculture tools. 
,; ' .. . 

Efto~t is al~o control the determination of the quality of 

land. 
••• J • 

I) I'' 

In some wancho. villages, farmers have started minor 
' . ... ,. ' : . 

irrigati~n canals and have taken up to permanent cultivation 

namely,. Khanubari, Ojakhu chattang, Namphang and ·zedue 
. ·. . . . . ' . 

villages. In the ancient times land vas held collectively 
. . . . . . ' ~ 

by clans. :aut gradually nolli individual ownership has come 
. ;. 

into existence. During,the periods when the land is kept 

the fence are removed.: for animal grazing. wanehos grow 

eleven types of millet• Maiz~··,-··yams, sweet potato, topioca, 

varieties of arum. rice, tobacco, betel leaf, vari.ties of 

lemon, acres are grown~ Tobacco and betel leaf are sold in 

the .Plains. Earlier opi~ trade with China and Burma had 

brought the ~anchos a gr.eat deal of money. \With ~~overnement•s 



-132-

constant effort to stop illicit tra~e and ad[dicticn of the 

clng, cultivation of opium has gone down considerably and 

illicit trade has almost stopped~ ~ew crops and fruits have 

been introduced like pepper_, mustar~, ginger, tumeric,_ 

potato, sugar cane, garli.o, pears etc. 

\WSD.cho rears m1 thlllls; pigs, . and_ fow~s. Farmer~ s 

training are conducted ~o eduC?at_e people_. 1~ agricul t_ure, 
. ~ . . . . . . ;• ' . ·. . ' . .{.. . . ·. ·. . . . . ' ,. . 

veterinary and animal husbandry by ~he concerned department 
.. ' . .. . . 

of _the GOVenunent •. Und~r prop~r· and. scientific ~imlethoda· I 

piggery,, poultry,_,.duQkeey and r~aring· of bees~ goats and 
' ' .·.. . . 

milch cows have started~ . ' : ~ . .. .. . . . . -. . . . - 5 .,. 

5o ;Scientific pisoioultUcre:·. · 
. . . ~ \ 

. . . 

l!'i.sh ooc_11pies an important place in the 

iWancho tradition in social and religious life. People are 



• I .~ • 

predominantly non-vegetarian and.~ad a particular aptitude 
' . . . ' ' . 

fish· in bi.g and: small groups. Community fishing is usually 

chief•· a· marriage• Fish is ·heeded. or u~ed at the bi.rth of a 
• i ; ; ' • • ' 

baby',.. 'n8ining ceremony of the ahild .and for performing 
·., . I' , . . . 

in · tb,e . area.: The. li ah .•species that have:; been introduced are 

t.he comm~n ara:a~ .and . sebur· carp;:· .rohu~ mr~gal. ~d oa~la. :. 

6 •• Banking:: 
" ' .. ~ 

· ,. · There. is:di bra,nch; of the :SBI flinctiondlng at 

Lo~ding., the aub-odivisional HQ of~ the:·Walicho· fl,rea.o 
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7~ co-operative society: 

The following are the co-operatives 

societies in wancho sub-division: 

(i) \Wancho Consumer General ;societies Ltd.; Longding. 

(ii) ~ancho Dairy Co-operative ~ooiety Ltd. Longding0 

· (iii). Upper \\i/~~ho CG:s Ltd. , \Wakka. 

There are 2 CD & IRDP Bloo~s. They .. ,are: 
'' 

',· 

pumao Circle • 

. ' ' ., 

· · ( ii) i>anohau ·and \Wakka idm:l.ni strati:ve Ci role. 

. • . • l . 
· ... 

8. Wiater 7SllPRll: 

. \·, . . ' ' . . ' ' 

·There is an aoc~te shortage of good drinking water 

in the villages in spite 'oi th~ numerous streams and creeks • 

. : ... · 



.. 

A number or water supply schemes have been taken up -in these 

. ;' _· 

vil~~es by t_he Government. 
. !·. 

9. Health: 

Earli.er wanchos treated ~heir sickness through 

local herbs by incantation of priest. The ~ancho word tor 

medicine is Tongkhehoi, Injury - Loijabin; aches - Kamkhe.· 
\) .. , . ' . ' . . ··' ·:.·' . ' 

Besides herbs, pig, chicken, egg shells, dry fish etc were 
., . ,. . 

us.ed· bythe priest. to cure and perform the. rituals of pacifying 

the angry God - Ban-rang whcb is said to be the cause of all 
.-;. ,. . . . 

. . _., • 1:. 

disaster. General healt~ of the \Wanoho is good.· Ignorance 

ot hygiene and unhealthy condition of living results in 
...... 

diseases like dysentry; diarrhoea; measles, scabied, and 

skin diseases. In the lover belt instances of malaria are high. 
.·. ' .. , ,:. '.' 

. ~ . . ' 

There i a one PHC in Longdin8. _ :~b.--health centres at Pongcheu, 
~- . J " ' 

. ,·.. '· 

\Wakka, Kennubari, Benferra and Chopkin• Under· ICDiS programme 

... , ...... ~. 



(: ',: 

~awadi oentres.it are functioning in most of the villages 

to cater to the need of mother and child care•· Goitre is a 

common ailment. Leprosy oases are eonsiderably high in Upper 

\Wanoho area and also surrounding villages at Longdinj, 

viz., ~enua and 'Zedua. 'l'here is a Leprosy :sam. totrium which 

r 

. is functioning .at., . fSenua. under. the auspices of :sankar- Mission,, . . . . . . . . . . . ' 

Assam.. Rebabilation c:antre is .. also there at ~yoa for the 
' ' . . . . . . . ' . . . 

. patients .who have been. ouredo -Enough. is ye,t. to. 'be done for 
, . . ' . '. ·o , . , . . , . , • ) ' •. . , . 

the rehabi:-lation .•. 
. l 
! 

10. $>oial. \Welfare Organietion: ··· . 

·:\Welfare extension· project centre in Nianu ··is 

·staffed by·.-Gram ·;sevak. who. i:s in charge. of. the Balwadi-Pre 

basic. sc.hoolt adult education; -ora£t;t_ oh114. oare, nu~rition 

and s_ani tation. and recreational· and oul,tura1. aotivi ti~s • 

.-~ .. 



11. Road comnilinication: 

There 1 s an all lWeather BRTP from · Ti ssa to 

Pongchau in Lo.ngding abd Tissa to Wakka. 'The other route 

c:mnnects Longdi.ng to :sepheketi via Bimlapur, thus linking 

Assam to the wancho area. Inter-village tracks at the ano~ent 

times ·are made and have been improved. The road development 

has helped.the wancho area to prosper economically, trade 

with .the traders of Assam· and tourists from the plains have 

added to their p.rosperi ty and exposure to the Indian 

~ns1;ream .• 

. . • ...... 
,_· :' •: I 



APPENDIX 

,Since not muc_h o§ the. information is available in the 
:~ " .... . - . -

wittwritten form, emPhasis was laid down, on a detailed field 
. -~ -- - ... '. .· ·: ' .. . .. 

study. The interview method was used with the help of the 

following questions: 

1• Recording of various folk tales · 

:.' 

I :: 

(a) Did your grandparents tell you about the origin of the 

wancho'i 
(b) DO you know of any migration folk tales and songs? 
(c) How did the wancho king get selected? Are there tales 

of· bravery? 
(d) DO you believe in magic and spirituality? 

; ~ ] .-_ .. .:: 

2.- Recording of various traditional songs• 

(a) Do the. ®mcho sing during theL._.ha.rvest, or while sowing 

seeds and at marriages? 

3. (a) What are various Gods worshipped by the wanchos? 
.. (b) What is the form of worship? Are there any sacrificial 

rituals involved in this worship or not.- If so, what 
are those? ., 

(c) What are the various rituals regarding birth, death, 
marriage and other rituals at social gatherings? 
·~t are the marriage rules? wa~ child marriage common? 
If not, at what age did a wrancho marry? 



(.d) t'lbat is the role of a. rponk/prieat/religious bead? 

(e) Why did·you not go for some other ~eligion like . . : . 

BUddhism? 

(f) Do you have any significant religious spot tnat is 

visited peri,odically? 

4.(a) How $sa chief of the tribe selected? What powers 

is he assigned wi tb? How is he different from the 

other members? 

(b) Who were the various officials of the state? How 

w:ere laws framed or passed.? 

(c) How do you categorize the various Wancho? 

5.(a) Do you have full rights in land, can you mortgage 

land or sell it Without the permi.ssion of priest 
or the village chief/headman? 

(b) were any taxes psi.d? If yes, was it in kind or cash? 

(c) \What w.ere the methods ilsed for weights aild measures? 

(d) How do youz cultivate the land? In a group? or 

individually? ·what kind of implements do you use? 

(e) How did you earn your livelihood apart from agriculture? 

(f) 'Nlas land and other property owned communally or 
1nd1 vi dually? · · 

(g) What types of local industry were there? " 
(h) ilow did the wtancho weave their-loin clo·thes? How did 

they dress? \~t were the various ornaments used by 

both man and woman? 

6._(a) ';what was the nature of the contact- with the 
neighbOuring population? were the wancho known by 

any other name? 



{b) How did your people defend their territory? What 
was the military build up in the olden days? 

(c) \Where did the wa.ncho go for marketing? Did the people 
go down to the plains? were these market held weekly/ 
fortnightly/monthly? 

{d) \What implements were used for fishing, hunting and· 
agriculture? 

(e) ~bat kind of household implements did the wancho use? 
(f) Hov exvere houses constructed? 
(g) What are the va~.ovarious cultural festiVal a, their 

dur~tion,change and nature of celebration? 

•••••• 



GLOSSARY 

Father - apa, papa. 
Mother - annu, nunu, 
Eldest ._ .. ::}son - apong, taicbongpa. 

Younger aone - naulipa, naulisa. 

Elder daughter - aphe 
YoUnger daughter - abow 
Elder brother .. papong, apung. 

Eldest sister - aphe, phephe. 

Youngman • nausan 
young girl - naucha 
old man - mipah, ajupa 
Father's brother (elder) - papanu 
Father's brother (younger·- papaea 

Father's sister (elder} - nichannu 
Father• s sister (younger) - nichasa 

relative - nicbong 
maternal uncle - boaang 
~ather-tn-law - hosong 
mother-in-lav - nisong 
girl - sacko 
boy- laokka 
priest - opah, npah, zanpah, ganpah 

midwife - gamnnu 

medicine - tongkhehoi 
injury - loijahing · 

cough - haikak 

rheumatism - naipong 

aches ·- klllmkha 
sun - gangtan 
moon - nainu 



Sky- gang 

· earth - kabailgnu 
- . 

stars - lansa 
supreme power - rang, zang, zaunpah, 
family priest - ohajanpa 

r*inbow spirit - lamlongkq 
· malewolent spirit - jako,_ baua 
malewolent water spirit - non, hungwang 

. ' . 
malevolent earth spirit - bourang 

' 
dwelling house - hun 
bachelor dormitories - pa, panu, pasa . .. . 

bed - ~alpira 

roof -_hunkhamji 

bedroom - j eeapnoi 
bedroom for girl - jeeapnoi 

assemby ball - nauaobienoi,_ humlong 
. '. . 

dining room - shetnoi 
kitcbe~ ~ ponkah 
grounding house- khun,·jang. 

' ~ .. 

white rice - wlangthaw 
redroae ~ _ wangn8.ng 

corns - talla 
seeds - naan 

conical basket -nob 
box- svak 

verandah - chi~how. ohingkbe~ konthaw 
sword/dao - dang/chang 

spear - pah 

beloved (girl) - james 

edible bark of tree - sali 
., 

effigy - sappa 
cemetery ~ goun 
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