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. PREFACE.

... Electoral ' Politics in Meghalaya  is a micro-level
study of the VI Lok Sabha Election from the two  Parlia-
mentary . Constituencies in Meghalaya. We have tried
to state the main trends of politics of the State during
inter-election years in the State to serve as a back-drop
for understanding the electoral politics of VI Lok Sabha
Election. We have reproduce for analysis the Election
Manifestos of the State level” arid National level political
parties. Politics of nomination and electoral alliances
were parts of our study. We have tried to portray the
issue orientation, strategy and style of election campaing-
ing with coverage of state and local " dimensions. The
poll verdicts and their meaning for state politics in terms
of causes and success and failures of various political
parties in the field have also been analysed. We have
also reproduced the earlier’ parliamentary - election résults
in the Appendixes. Tke results of of the 1971 Meghalaya

egislative Assembly Election with a short analysis of
voting pattern have also been shown as background
statistics,

"' In this brief study we followed historical, analytical
and sociological approaches to undestand the voting
behaviour of the people. :

Political parties in Meghalaya do not have much
tradition of organising wide spread democratic movement
highlighting the grievances and difficulties of the people.
The lack of political consciousness of the masses is ' the
fnatural outcome of the absence of strong demacratic
movement in the state. The peculiarities .of 'socio-
#conomic conditions of the State and the inabilities ' of
‘the national political parties to adjust their methods ‘of
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- lopment. cannot wholly satisfy persons with. p

work with the pecuhar socio-economic m|||eu seem to be
the salient factors in electoral politics in Meghalaya
There is a total absence of urban proletarian conscious-
ness. The urban centres are still agglomeration of
- villages. The political climate of the state lacks sophis-
tication and deeply betrays a tribal state in transition.
s-is . a_major. sociological conclusion emerging from
e study of the voting pattern of the Sixih Lok Sabha
Election in Meghalqya The -election results. should also
serve as a warnlng to force what is moply callec
Naugnal lnt@gl’atlon by takmq over - wholesgle regl,gnal
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and inaccurate. - Such.a study of current: pqlmpqt'd_eve‘

‘ commltment We can assure readers that social.sciel
always try to be non partlsan
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