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Signals from Punjab

WITH an impressive win in the civic elections
in Punjab, Arvind Kejriwal's bes1eged Aam

Aadmi Party has just had a reprieve - and this

also signifies a morale boost to the: national

opposmon that’s facmg odds for quite some
‘time. The BIP, on a v1ctory march failed to

make a mark in this poll, winning decisively

“only one mumcrpal corporation, while the

AAP won five of the total eight and the Con-

~ gress one. The BJP has been relegated to the.
- fifth position overall, against the AAP’s win
of some 958 of the total 1977 wards~That
the AAP established its hold over 40 of the

75 municipal’ councils reinforces the feeling

- that the ruling party in the: state enJoys the:

‘ conﬁdence of the people.

Cons:dermg that. this. electoral verdict;

" comes against the backdrop of the approaching :
~ assembly polls in the state next year, the civic
- poll results need not necessarlly bereplicated.
.in the assembly hustings, as was evident.in’
Punjab in the past as well. But. the AAP's:
_ good performance in Punjab outw1tt1ng the.
~two national partles and the once- powerful.
reglonal entity, the Shlromam Akali Dal, am--
~ ply demonstrates the ‘popular mood. The AAP

. formed in 2012 under the leadership of anti-
~ corruption activist Arvind Kejriwal, has been’
‘having troubled times of late. The BJP used all

* the resources at its command to, defame ‘and
- drive out the AAP government in Delhi in the
 last state polls. This ‘was.followed by. the de-
" fectlons in April of several senior AAP leaders i

.'1nclud1ng seven of its ‘10 RaJya Sabha MPs to

~the BJP. Many thought this was going to be the'

-end of the AAP and its leader the redoubtable

belt and its attempts for a revival in Assam |

- Kejriwal. The Punjab civic poll results give
him and the AAP palpable relief. The s1gnals
" from Punjab also give fresh confidence to the
- national opposition led by the Congress. The |

grand old party; which has faced odds since
=201 4—remains*badlyﬁnauledracrossWthe -Hindi

1 constitutional confidence,
<+ The Sixth Schedule emeiged, -

Between Autonomv and Denendencv

The Qulet Centrahzatlon of the Slxth Schedule"

One of the more unsettlmg

_paradoxes, within modemn In- -
dian federalism, is that institu-

tions origlnally designed to
protect -indigenous autonomy
may gradually be evolving into
‘instruments through which au-

" tonomy itself, becomes diluted.

This concemn is increasingly vis-
ible, in the functioning of Sixth’
Schedule institutions: across
Northieast India. Conceived as’
constitutional safeguards;for -
tribal self-governance, cus-
‘tomary law, land protection,,
and cultural ‘continuity,. the
Autonomous District Councils’

‘were meant.to function as ro-
“bust local institutions capable of -

‘preserving indigenous political
agency within the Indian Union..

| Yet over time, many of these

bodies appear to have drifted.
-nto a condition of financial

‘dependence and political vul--

‘nerability that risks reducing
them to quasi-vassal entities

functioning more through ex-:

temal patronage than gemnne

‘from the recognition that tribal

societies in the Northeast pos-’

-sessed distinctive customary ™
systems:requiring protection. -
from excessive- assimilation -
into uniform administrative -
frameworks.. The framers. of -

that applying identical gover-
‘nance structures. across radi- -
cally different societies could .

produce instability, alienation,
‘and’eventually- political un- -
‘rest. The District Councils

“were therefote intendéd not-

as symbolic ethnic| omaments”.
‘but as meaningful mechanisms - :
.|.of local self-rule capable of”

exercising authority over land,’

“customs, village administration,” - -
-and traditional institutions. In
‘theory,- ‘this represented: one

‘of the mopst sophisticated ex-"

periments’in asymmetrical:* iz
federalism within postcolomal :

: constltutlonal history.:
- However,, constltutional
,autonomy without_economic
independence often becomes
fragile. Many Sixth Sche

‘ule institutions today. rem
“heavily dependent on financial

nally sponsored schemes (CSS)
-routed via state'administrations.’

‘and West Bengal fell flat this time too. Yet,
Congress electoral victory in- Kerala after 10

- .years of its hibernation under the’ Left rule
. reinforced the party’s continued hold in the
. South. Asa ‘minor partner the Congress 1is
also. part of the new TVK-led government in

Tamil Nadu. A leadership re- conﬁguration in
Karnataka, done deftly by the party hlgh com-
“mand, has also been a smooth process. -

- Notably, TWO™ stumblmg blocks: for the ]
national alliance against the ruling BJP had{
been Arvind Kejriwal of the AAP and Mamata:

. Banerjee of the Tr1namool Congress. With

" . both these parties now removed from power,
il ‘Kejrlwal and Banerjee are going through dif-.
' !.»ﬁcult times. The physical’ ‘attacks on TMC’s'

. senior brass are a h1nt of what sin store for the:i
i reglonal party there. These however, should“:

~ bode ‘well for the opposmon umty Chances:
are that a chastened Banerjee and Kejrlwal-

~ -would now stop. ploughing a lonely furrow,r
and help the INDIA bloc to régroup. and reas--
sert itself against the BJP. Divided they stand,
umted they fall: A strong opposition is a must. behaving less like constiut

ally empowered guardians

for the proper functlonmg of the democratlc‘
IR = %mdlgenous self-rule. and m

system

 Become Real
Estate and Every

Edltor N
"1 had been debatlng with

with the:active participation

of those in pos1t10ns of power,:

“the first portion of this green

myself for some time whether .

ir I.should write this letter. After .

- all, I do not wish 0 appear as” .

an obstacle to the government's

grand vision of development,

. " However, every morning when *
1 go for a walk, it pains‘me -

to-witness the desecration of

-belt—from near Polo Junc-,
tion to around Topovan—was ..

‘Jost, Over the years, the green.

cover was éncroached upon and. -
* replaced by unsightly concrete’ ‘.
structures belonging to influ-
ential individuals and groups. -

The encroachment has notonly”

‘est.T also recall that this area had:
‘been earmarked as a conserva-.
“tion zoné in the Master Plan-of -
Shillong, Gradually, however,’
«through deliberate actions andj

T | Tree Just Timber" .

|-Onde an institufion Tacks sub-

.stantial independent revenue
- generation, leverage naturally..
'shifts toward the entity control-

onanother authority for salaries, -

‘vival depends. Over time,:this’ |
“dependency risks transforming -
‘constitutional autoriomy into a
-carefully managed administra- -
t1ve relationship rather than

This is how centrahzation
equently advances in modern- .
emocracies.. Tt rarely arnves
, dramatlcally through open con

ten, it progresses incrementally

. through firiancial dependency; *

bureaucratic cond1t10n1ng, po- -
litical patronage, and adminis-
trative influence. Funds become -
delayed, approvals become con- -

‘and institutional assertiveness::;
'gr'adually,giVes_way,:torcau-:
tious accommodation:: Slowly,

‘autonormous ‘institutions begin

tature ‘trees—many. of them

‘likely-more than a hundred -

years old and’standing long
_before several of today's politi- .
cal parties even existed—have

~* been felled: Smaller trees and *

shrubs have been cleared, and /.
the land has been dug up. This
appears to be yet another step

‘towards converting this strip of

.greenery into real estate."The
very: authorities entrusted with -
protecting our forests seem to be

actively facilitating thls process
-of deéstruction; " .
“Why is there such a'blind -

the Constitution’ understood;

- ‘over land, customary practices

‘ling financial flows. In practice, -
‘this creates a dangerous imbal- -
1, ance.-An institution dependent” -

prOJects “administrative func-
“tioning; and development funds
gradually ‘becomes cautious.
‘about- antagonizing' the -very:
-1 strictures' upon- which its: sur-:

ditional, development projects::
become politically selective;

By Patrick P. Sawmn

ing within systems ultlrnately

controlled elsewhere. The. in- -

stitution survives physwally
while its practical sovereignty

“weakens. psychologically and.

‘administratively, -

It is within thlS context that
one increasingly hears argu--.
ments: from certain political
- circles, urban commentators,

bureaucratlc interests, and sec-"
tions of civil society that the -
“District Councils themselves™

should simply be abolished
altogether. On the sirface)
some of these criticisms ap-"-
pear reasonable. Critics:point

t0 corruption allegations, inef- -

ficiency, overldpping jurisdic-

.tions, administrative confusion, :

delays in governance, nepotistn, -
poor financial /management,
~and endless political infighting
-within the Couricils. Some ar-.
“gue that the Councils duplicate
-the role of the state govérnmént

* .. while contributing little to'de-
‘velopment-outcomes, Others

i portray thém as.outdated relics -
‘obstructing modernization and
‘economic integration. . . :

Certamly, many of these

cnt1c1sms are not entirely fabri--

“cated. Several District Councils .
‘have indeed suffered-from '

mismanagement, factionalism,. -

weak governarice, politiciza-

_tion, and administrative stag- .

nlation. Yet the deeper question -

,is whether these institutional -

‘weaknesses justify abolition .
jtself or whether they are be-
‘ing strategically amplified to
- weaken the constitutional basis:
sof mdlgenous autonomy alto=
gether. This is where the debate
-becomes more  troubling, -

For benedth some- aboli

tionist rhetoric lies d far'more
insidiotis logic. Certampohtical
. and- economic;interests may-
“view Sixth Schedule protec-

tions not mérely. as mefﬁclent
-but as obstacles. Autonomous
.Councils exercise authority

yeal regula’non, and mdlgenous

<. sion;. and’ external political -

influence, Inregions whereland :

. remains deeply tied to triba

-identity.and customary owner:
“ship rather than unrestricte
‘market transfer, autonomous .
institutions_can ‘act as ‘barriers
‘against aggressive commod.
ation and outside pénetrati

visions, excepnonal constitu-
tiona} arrangements themiselves
~may appear ideologically incon- -

erient. A highly centralized
‘national framework naturally’

“dardized' administration, con-. .
solidated authority, and direct:
- political-influence. “Instihitions:

.machinery of ceritralized gover-.

‘than the failure to strengthen
‘and reforrn these 1nst1tut10ns
properly :
~There is also ai’ econo:

imension rarely discussed -
 openly. Tn many tribal regions,

even.in Meghalaya, land s not.
-merely Teal estate. It represents -
.ancestry;: 1dent1ty, customary.

ontinuity, and social secu-:
Sixth Schedule protections.

* complicate unrestricted external

access tosuch land systems. For -

tion in the Laitkor range. - -
. We are already expetiencing:

the effects of climate-change: '

“in our state, yet those in power:
_appear oblivious, to the conse- .
‘quences of their actions. Devel-,
opment is necessary;.-on that,”
-we all. agree. But-it should not.
.comie at the-cost of our forests
and environment: If this pres-; -
ent trend continues, we should'
perhaps stop this hypocrisy. of: -
celebrating World Environmient -
. Day and paying lip service on .
7 that day as to -how ‘concerned
“we are about the disappearmg

. To some centralizedpolitical

~ prefers uniform systems, stan- -

- possessing speclal constitu= .
‘tional protections.and local-
ized authorlty may therefore: ¢
: 1ncreasmgly ‘be' perceived as
Jinterruptions: within the larger:

nance. The dangeris that public
-frustration over corruption or. ity
“inefficiency may gradually be -
‘weaponized to normalize the;v
idea that indigenous autononiy” : is
~itself is the problem rather.

powerful commercial interests -

traction, infrastructure expan-
sion, or urban development

appear frustratingly resistant.
Weakenirg the Councils could,

therefore gradually weaken the -

constitutional defenses” sur-
rouriding indigenous land own--
~ershiip itself. Another subtle fac-

systems and regulating aspects
of land ‘and local governance;

graphlc mtegranon or. political:

homogenizatlon may- quietly
- perceive these protections as.
:barriers to. fuller assimilation*
* into’ broader national political -
, structures. Publicly, the lan- .
guage used may.revolve around
efﬁc1ency,”.{, factionalisim, and lack of Tong- -
term planmng have weakened -
. public trust. External.interfer-

29568

“development

- within the Union. -
“This:tefidency,
especially pronounced ‘dur:

- ing periods-of strong political:
.centralization at the.national
Tevel. Undet governments em--
phasizing national integration, -

«centralized coordination, and

1deological coherence,. excep-.,

_tional constitutional arrange

“ mients, may mcreasmgly appear '
politically inconvenient. Au-;.

_tonomous institutions, rooted:

= in_customary, authority ‘and "

* localized governance, can ﬂlenf‘
begin: facmg subtle pressure,”
 not necessarily through direct”

abolition, but through gradual
-administrative containment
financial dependency, and ero-

sion-of public legitimacy. The
_-objective need: not: be ‘open’
destruction.- Rendering au<:»

onomy politically harmless
aysuffice.:Examples: from

¢ Northeast bave occasionally.

reinforced .public’ perceptl‘ r
that District Couricils:
hin’¢onstrained politl

“full .constitutional confiden
InMeghalaya, disputes inyo
ng trading:licenses, issue

" under the Khasi Hills Auton-‘

seeking easier acquisition, ex- -

autonomous institutions may .

tor involves demographic anxi-
ety. Autonomous protections, -
“indirectly. preserve” indigenous :
political mfluence within certain -
regions, by protecting Customaty -

“national integration.” Yet =
beneath the rhetoric-may lie
discomfort with.the. very idea’
- of differentiated constitutional
autonomy existing permanently :

i+ weakness should logically lead
- to reform and strengthening,

eratlonally The tragedy is that,
once autonomous institutions
-become heavily dependent on’
external political and finan-°

cial ecosystems; local popula-' “
tions themselves may gradually - |
_lose confidence in the practical’

meaning of autononiy: Younger L

generations may begin perceiv--

¢ ing the Councils not as powerful
guardlans of: customary sov-
._._‘erexgnty but as -weak’ admrms-:

‘trativé appendages. surviving.

. ftirough patronage.’This erosion’
~of confidence may ultimately

.prove more dangerous than’
direct legal diliition because
institutions' lose vitality -once.
‘communities:cease believing

‘they . genuinely possess mean- |

5 mgful authority.::

iSections; favoring greater demo-" * -

- At the same nme the blame
-~ cannot be placed entirely: upon

‘nal weaknesses within many.

. autonomous  institutions have
~also, contributed to their vulner- ,

ability. . Corruption allegations,
administrative: in¢fficiency;

‘ence: becomes: easier when
internal ‘governance already
.appears fragile. Yet institutional

not necessarily abolition:- One

_does: not: dismantle -federalism:

because some states are corrupt;”
nor abolish Parliament because
‘legistators misbehave. The same
- principle should: apply to
“tonomous institutions. :

- The:solution therefore does ‘
ot lie in emotional anti-state [
hetonc or: 51mphst1c roman- |

“ticism of tradition. The real

challenge lies in strengthemng ¥
the_practical foundations. of |
autonomy itself, Tt is therefore |

_pertinent, that® Slxth Sched-
le institutions’ may require
tronger fiscal decentrahzation,
mproved revenue: generation,-
greater trarisparency, enhanced

- administrative professmnalism ;
and constitutional assertiveness -

capable of resisting. gradual
“dilation; Without such refor
ks

_environments. rather than with ..:i

ate: constltunonal crossroad
he country ‘simultaneousl
equires nanonal cohesron

“omous District (Trading by

, Non-Tnbals) Regulation repeat-
dly exposed tensions between

destabihze states but excessrv

~ District: Coungil authority and;

interests: Litlgation concerning
admimstrative ‘appointments

“the Garo Hills Autonomou:
District' Council also-reveale

- ence, and institutional fragility:

+ Courts didnot always explicitly,

hat the Councils were-func--

ioning under political, andﬂv,i

“financial constraints, rather than
exercising independent ; author

‘Traditional authority system
and- customary governanc
ultures-incredsingly: beconr
“absorbed 'into- state-centere
administrative logi¢.: Indig
enous. institutions, begin priori
‘tizing -procedural. compliance,
‘political -accommodation,
projéct approvals over asserti
constitutional autonomy: Th
1nst1tut10n remains’ indigenotis
symbolically. while becomin:
mcreasmgly derivative op

: onetowonderWhatsonofgarn

- the warring groups believe they-

. identify any strategic logic that

fromruln v
. Yet, amid the bloodied his-:.
tory ‘of conflict in Northeast

L£yes of the nation—is that of the
- migrant labourer. These mery,
largely non-tribal wage eamiers
from beyond India's narrow

recurring corcerns regarding -
financial instability, state influ-".

{ indigenous: politics itself. -

- tragediés—-watched, shared
are playing. It is difficult to™
+ etly forgotterr. For decades, the *:
- explains a cycle 'of violence - migrant labourer has occupleda :
-So0_self-defeating that victory .-
itself appears indistmguishable :
“targeted; yet invisible enough.
that few questions: follow his
- death: He is the ideal victim for!

‘India, perhaps the most incon-_ *
sequentlal death—at leastinthe -

“wider political or commercial -, c2

g among 1nd1genous commu-;
“nities. The Sixth_Schedule,;
~and governance disputes; within- *

represented one of India’s most
ntelligent attempts, to bal--

ance those ‘competing realifies.
f such institutions: gradually-
transmogrify, ‘into: financially:
- ‘dependent quasi-vassals; fimc~
: tioning primarily through politi-,

cal accommodation rather than

s - constitutionat confidence, Indi
ften created. the impression

‘may-ultimately weaken no

only tribal autonomy, but ¢

the- broader federal imagi

on, upon Wwhich its democrati

ersity depends.
The-greatest
'tutlonshketheAutonom i
trict Councils, isnot always;

pen. abolition. Sometimes it

is somethmg quieter and more:

ragic.”An; institution: slowly'
orgets how to behave autono-:
ously at all: Itcontinues speak-/
g the language of sovereignty:
vhile internally adjusting itself:
o:dependency so thoroughly:
at servility begins feelmg nor-;
al: And once that psychologi--
cal transition becomes complete,
onstltutional .autonomy may.

ver—growmg archive of vira

mourned briefly, and then qui

peculiar. position i the region's’
conflicts; Vvisible enough to be:

militants seekmg publicity,
convenient statistic for aspmng

 pressure groups wishing to add
gravitas to their credentials, and-
easy prey for the apex predators

~the mysterious: "unidenti-

external: centralization. Inter--

" communal tension. Our own

“"éyen' indicated that the matter .

" to'secure justice; Will he do the -

and bans'

On Role Models '

World N

Tobacco Day 2026

By Dr. Caleb Harrts

The Indian Premler
'League(IPL) is a media spec-
tacle, drawing eyeballs, sev-
“eral of them youngsters, and
it was shocking to see a young -~
player; hailing from a neigh- -
bouring state, vaping-in the -
dressing room: All the more "
as be held a leadership role in
the team, which ‘incidentally
had-a minor . player!: While -
‘it'may not:seem to:be a big. :
deal, with rampant smoking: -

all around minors, one has to-
note that use of e-cigarettes is; -
banned under the Indian law;.:
"The Government of India has” -
to be credited for acting early
‘and banning these seemingly -

even before they ‘started be-

‘procured 1llegally and’ used
-in full view of the camera m
-a cricket stadfum. "~ -

::Not long ago, aHollywood
actor best known for -por-
,traymg a flamboyant:secret
agent, was seen promoting-a
‘brand of ‘mouth freshner? on
Indian screens. He:claimed. -
ignorance of its association
-with-tobacco when' this-was -
‘pomted ‘out to him. But there" *
are. several “stars’.qut there

|- of cigarettes in public places,”

| harmless products in. 2019,

" coming popular.-Yet, it.-was *.

W1th the ban being applied
to all md1v1duals bom aﬁergv
“Jan 2009, meaning all who: =
turned 18 next year. will not """
~beabletouse these products L
. Further, they will never get to;
‘use tobacco- not when they:
Sturn 2} notat25years‘ Butit -
. femains 1o be'seen how well .~
it'would be. implemented,
because if a group of friends’
+is-out to:shop for: tobaeco;’
: while someone who wasborn’ -
on 31st' December 2008 will * -
~be able to legilly-purchase .
~tobacco, the. one who'was’. "
“born on 1st Janyary 2009 -
cannot. Few years later, a40 "~
.. year.old' may be able to:buy: .-
while a 39 year old will be * -
refused. Hencé the onus;is
-on. the tobacco retailers and' 4,
not ‘theusers. .07 el b
“This is hailed as a land-]'j :
mark legislation, as Sir Chris™ . .
- Whitty, the Chief Medical Of- -
“ficer for England remarked, -
"“Cigarettes take choice away
by addicting people and most -
- smokers wish they had never
* started but are trapped”. This -~
s exactly what the UK ‘To-": i
-bacco and VapésAct wantsto © -
-achieve- a generation of non="
smokers; The Indian-laws: /.
have been well draﬁed, and‘

about thts ban'i is that it

_ ban being appltea’ to all individuals born after
Jan 2009; meaning all who turned 18 next, year
< will not be able fo use these products. ?

“The United Kingdom, where smoking and vaping is: ‘:‘ :
rampant has woken up late, and banned the use
of tobacco and vapmg recently What is unique

is generational-with the

influence tosell tobacco:in
various ways. TAPS- Tobacco
-Advertising; Promotion and:
‘Sponsorship=. is: barined un-
‘der.the COTPA(Cigarettes -
and-Other Tobacco Products
' Act) 2003, which is a key

Orgamsation ’s(WHO) Frame-
work Consensus.on. Tobacco‘
Control(FCTC).. This Act ',
bans the indirect sponsorship
f events.and all other forms
1 of surrogate ‘advertisements..
But ‘for this law; we would
. still have miajor cricket events -
»named after tobacco brands.
< Electronic Nicotine Deliv-
‘ery Systems(ENDS) are small
devices'which heat anicotine -
containing solution and is*
vaporised to be inhaled by ‘the: -
‘user. These. come in various
shapes and varied flavours,
albeit the key ingredient bemg
nicotine.: Nicotine is,the most -
addictive substance. and while -
it may. not be directly: carci-
nogenic; it-may be harmful .
in high- concentrations The
nicotine content in ENDS is -
high; “can cause other heéalth -
problems; including affect-
‘ing the mental health. The -
most: dangerous aspect-of
nicotine is.the dependenee
it‘causes."While the Prohibi-
tion’ of Electronic ‘Cigarettes

: (Production Manufacture;

Import; Bxport, Transport,:"
-Sale; Distribution,: Storage:
andAdvemsement) Act; 2019
banned such. products in India, -
it'is obvious that the ban has .’

the cricketer touse it + s
The United. Kingdom
where smoking’ and vaping. "
is/rampant;-has ‘wokén up"
late, and banned the use of .

: _tobacco ‘and vaping ‘recently. .
~{ What_is' unique about . this

_ban is that 1t is: generatlonal-

lumber, social inedia discovers .
its conscience, politicians issue
tatements, and public-outrage. -
ravels at broadband speed..
Indeed, this collective sen--.
'smvxty is the silver lining in
“an.otherwise dark cloud of

Chief Minister rightly ensured -
that his views were heard and

could be escalated tothe highest
institutional levels if necessary”.

same for Manish Sharma, Papu
“Sharma, Raj Kumar Sharma,...

g who -abuse their positions of

“aspect of the World Health

= nnplemented better.

‘not'been eﬁective allowing .

-as per COTPA smoking in’

public places, sellmg tobacco
‘products to or'by: minors; .
~or selling ‘tobacco products .
Wwithin'a radius of.100 metres

“from any educational institu= "
tion is illegal. Establishments ™ -
where tobacco products-are: « -
-sold must display’ messages :

like "Tobacco Causes Can-: -
“cer’" and "Sale. of tobacco .
* products to a person ‘under’

- the .age-of eighteen years:is- -~
-a pumshable offence vinder. - -
- law" . However, the com- '
"‘munity has to ensure. this is

‘World No Tobacco Dayis - )
observed on the 31stof May .
every year, since 1987. An -
- initiative of the World Health” -~
_Organisation. (WHO) ‘this % -
year, the theme is“Unmask- ..
-ing the Appeal: countering "

‘nicotine and:tobacco ad-". - "
> diction” and: aims:to focus: .
' on:revealing the tactics the .-
«tobaccoand nicotine industry =
use. to make their products’
look attractive despite being -
-+ harmful. The tobacco industry - .
“tried to-promote e-cigarettés, -
‘and-even convinced several
- doctors that it may help into-" "
- bacco céssation, But research | :
, hasrevealed otherwise- these . -.
e-cigarettes lead. to further.
-use of tobacco by promotmg i
“addiction to nicotine, We as -« ..
- a society, have to ensure that™ -
_not only tobaceo products: . -
“even such e-c1garettes are’

- not sold to minors so that the - -
law is nnplemented in lettert:«:
and in spirit.Therole models.",
~whotm we look up to have to <

“be held accountable for. their A
actions %

(The wrtter is MCh
(Surgtcal Oricology) Surgi -
-cal Oncologist: Email sur-: - .
- gonco@outlook.com. Views -~
expressed are personal) e

S

tobe pulled froma ditch, or for S
> the countléss migrant workers ™
‘who have been assaulted, dis- - -
- placed, or killed over the years .-

' while serving communities far -~
ﬁom their homes?--= - i
-The nagedy is notthat some’: .
kums receive: aftention: The}
tragedy.is that others receive ‘
so little. In the: hlerarchy of i -

- public outrage, it sometimes - -
‘appears that a ‘dead migrant -

 labourer ranks somewhere be~
lowatrendmghashtagandorﬂy

marginally above yesterdays .
- weather report O [
' A nation_ that prides 1tself s

" continued but has’ expanded . obsession’ with development forestsmour state. . o Chicken's Neck -corrid fied " These el * Maitlis Kumar,-and Sorjo Bhu-~
lace in the name S B - Chicken's Neck ‘corridor, are ~fied miscreants." These elusive: - Mitlis Kumar,. T} -
g?gmegﬁd it compelg B m ith each r;assmg f{j o Nphw’ '%eﬁ% e‘;hpensﬁel: gf;&%véf,ogf s Y%ur]:s)ue:tca? “scattered across the’ Northeast, .creatures possess extraordinary, - mij who were assaulted at the Séie‘ég;tgm%a;fﬂ?; ?gs(tlrge lS(];lS(E::}Sl ot
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“If you do not change. dtrectlon you may
end up where you are headmg

T — Lao Tzu
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- VPP’s Crowd-funded Election
PURSUING: its crusade for clean elections the Voice
of People Party (VPP) launched its campaign for
the Bye-election to the Shillong Lok Sabha seat at
Sohra where people freely donated money towards
the campaign. Whether this is done for photo-ops
or if the VPP really upholds the ethics of askmg
~ for votes without succumbing to the pressure of |
appeasing voters with money remains to be seen. If
- the VPP can truly infuse in voters the spirit of elect-

~ ing a person who stands for certain values in public

life, then it would have succeeded where the rest of
the. country hasn’t. In India today the ruling politi~
cal party — the BJP—succeeds n wmnmg elections
partly because it is seen as the party that will dehver
“the Hindus from the Muslims and rides on the: slogan

- of “Hindu Khatre mein hai” (Hlndus are in danger).

- This fearis so deeply embedded in the psyche of the'
average Hindu that arguing ‘with them is pomtless
They believe the Congress Party had for decades
. allowed a free flow of illegal 1mm1grants first from
East Pakistan and later Bangladesh. What they fail.

- to see is that a substantial number of migrants are

* also Hmdus by farth and are fleeing from regimes
that persecuted Hindus. But in politics there is no’
“place for reason. Emotrons drive the voter to vote
for a certain polltrcal party or person ‘ AR
- The role of emations in politics is well researched
~In the 2023 elections the VPP came up with a song |
that resonated w1th alarge sectron of votets. People
. see the: Government's lapses; its mabrhty to pro-
~vide basic necessities such as water, electricity. and
roads in large swathes ‘of rural Meghalaya These
* continue to be i issues of great concern. Then there’s
unemployment despite the Government coming-up
_with a plethora of schemes. All these formied the |
lyncs of the VPP song, “Ha. U Prah.” The pomt
-is. that the Government alone cannot be. the job:
- creator. But credit must be grven where due. The
~ MDA Government has’ trred to empower farmers
through varlous schemes that assrst w1th packagmg,

o
i v

%

Lakadong turmerlc and other sprces besrdes helpmg
- the farmers to find markets for their oranges and

pmea.pples Meghalaya has also made great strrdes
in the Eri silk- mdustry People hopefully see these

aspects too but Opposrtron Parties will always have
- their own narratives. The bandwagon on whrch the

VPP rrdes is" corruptlon and the: downsllde n edu-
~ cation. In fact, the Party has threatened to storm the

Secretariat without notice. The pubhc wonders what

the VPP has up 1ts sleeve But electro

lot of posturing. -

demand a|

~Asfarasthe Lok Sabha Bye-electlon 1s concerned
the VPPi is expectcd to retain its loyal votersand also
gam ﬁ'om sympathy votes since (Late) Dr Rlcky ‘AT
Syngkon was an MP. who struck a chord wrth voters:
“and who they genumely trusted He v1srted homes in

T rural Meghalaya and was pamed by the poverty he
- saw.on such. VlSltS ‘The VPP has putup! Dr Batskhem W
Myrboh a teacher in NEHU s Pohtlcal Scrence De- '
partment as their candrdate Myrboh is prtted agamst
B another academrcran and until recently the President

- of the, Khasr Author’ s Socrety Dr DRL Nongla1t

~ Then there s 'the UDP candrdate a veteran lawyer
- VGK Kynta and Vmcent Pala of the Congress It
~* rémains to be seen whether people will stlll vote for

the VPP and its clean electron agenda

. Letters to the Editor:

- From the -
Secretanat to
Smlt The. CM

Connects
Edltor :

from the sidelines as.Citizens
aired their concerns without fe:
" and the Chief Minister gave them
a patient hearing. Some women
nearby reiarked that Sangna

+looks very young. When the head

with the. citizens in what his.so- -

cral media handlé termed "L1ve

" asa.
-with Conrad.”, Indecd, it w *couraged visitors to explore: and:

llvely connection. It was a relief

A

to witness no security cordons, .

no chasing away of citizens, no- .
barricades stopping people from *
approaching a Chief Minister who-

is'a Z Plus Category protectee.:
Mainland citizens would have felt

+.~a pang of envy had they seen a
* . ChiefMinister with no airsandno .

. traffic regulations imposed.
Innotime, Sangma was inside
" a tea stall interacting with. the

-~ womenwhorunit. After éxchang-

ing greetings, the Chief Minister
sat-down to Putharo (soft rice

- gets a fair idea of whether po

“Ttwasan unusual scene short- 7 .of government steps outcof his

- ly after 3:00 PM on May 30 at :
-Smit market, the seat of culture,
tradition, and administration -of
" Hima Khyrim. There was a buzz -
as Chief Minister Conrad K:
" Sangma alighted from his vehicle

*and spontaneously. connected -

office to interact with citizens, he

rkmg onthe ground. And when.
itizens ‘get the ‘opportunity to -
interact, they get to know their-
leadeér better. Proximity does
that. It humanises both srdes of
the equation, -~ '
‘At:the tea stall Sangma en-

support local businesses, carrying -
‘a larger message about promoting

*local tourism, supporting local-
ientrepreneurs, and appreciating’

*the state's natural and cultural
* assets. Smit-i$ one of the crucial
- places in Khasi Hills.It is a transit -

point, proximate to the Shillong- -
* Jowai highway, with tourist spots .

‘scattered ‘within and beyond it. -
. Many- residents_of Meghalaya
“are yet to explore. the hundreds

flatbread), Doh Syiar, (chicken™

curry), and Sha Saw (red tea).

Tea stalls ae places where people
gather to chit-chat, voice opin--
jons, exchange ideas, and work *

©on solutlons ‘The Chief Minister .~
 did just that, like any ordinary -

of destinations within the state S
own boundaries. .
Meghalaya is 4 state w1th a
tourism economy that is as depen-
dent on word of mouth as it is on’

infrastructure. The waterfalls, the -

living root bridges and the rolling -
highlands draw visitors, But what

“keeps them talking, ‘what turris a

Beyond Political Blame.Understandmg
Meghalaya s PGI 2.0 Performance |

- The recent Performance Grading
Index 2.0 by the Ministry of Educa-
tion has generated considerable
debate across Meghalaya after the: - .
state was placed at the lowest posi-.

tion among Indian states and union -
territories. Public reactions emerged -
with discussions rapidly turning .

political and emotional Many inter-.

preted the ranking as direct evidence -

of administrative failure; while oth-
ers dismissed the repot entirely as
inaccurate and disconnected from' -
-the realities of the state. However;"
both responses risk overmmphfymg
afar more complex educational situ-
ation. The PGI 2.0 report should be -
‘approached not merely as a ranking
exercise,-but as an opportunity-fo'
critically examine the deeper struc- -
tural, geographical, institutional, and

admlmstratlve conditions that shape ‘

educatron in Meghalaya today.

- A careful understanding of the -

PGI framework is necessary before -
drawing conclusions from the rank-

ings themselves. The index isnot de-

signed to measure classroom learn-

ing alone. Raither, it evaluates states -
through a. wide. range of indicators

connected to-learning-outcomes, .
infrastructure, governance, teacher ..
education, enrolmeént, rétention;

digital reporting systems, and ad”

ministrative efficiency. Much of the
“information used in the preparation
of PGl is drawn from platforms such -,
as UDISE+, NAS, PRABAND, PM -

| POSHAN, ‘and other management

i_nformatiOn systems maintained.

jointly by the Union and state gov-.

-ernments. Consequently, educational
governance in. confemporary. India
“has become increasingly dependent .-

upon statistical visibility and digital . -
_administration. States are no longer -
.assessed solely through educational -

realities oon the. ground, but also-
through: their institutional abrhty to.
produce, venfy upload, maintain, -
- and manage educational data wrthm
centrahsed digital frameworks. -
 This aspect becomes partrcularly
“important in the context of Megha=":
‘laya: The: state continues t6-face -

considerable administrative limitas

4ions in relation to digital reporting ™"
anid: institutional -coordination. In'
- many schools, teachers themselves
are expected to manage responsibili-
ties extending far beyond classroom:

instructions, Alongside teaching,
they are frequently -required to,” - fi
maintain erirolment records, scholar-

ship documentation, welfare related

‘midday ‘meal records, attendance
Verification,.and ‘other administra
tive processes simultaneously. Th
growing’ dependence on digita

“compliance has therefore expanded

‘the role of teaChers from educators
info-administrative managers an
data handlérs as well. In remote an
-rutal areas where internet connec
tivity is iriconsistent and technical
1nfrastructure limited, delays and.
maccuracies in reporting are difficult

to avoid: Under such circumstances, B

“weak reporting mechanisms gradu-
-ally:become interpreted as weak - -
‘educational performance within: -
“national ranking Systems
¢ therefore is not merely educationa
deficiency alone; but also the ques
tlon of. ‘admmrstratlve vrslblhty

cerns the question of techmcal train
-ing and administrative prepare

‘ among personnel fesponsible for ed-
‘ucational data management: Acros:

many. institutions; the progess 0

-uploading and maintaining record

‘within platforms such 4§ UDISE+
M ‘POSHAN, PRABAND, and

n somethmg more mtang1bl

merely processed through i
. Governance is not just
lectures from podiums, signing

les, orissuing orders. Essentially .
it is about connecting with those
‘at the grassroots. A dlsconnect
_from citizens renders governdnce

“debating ‘policy from the top
down, discussing ‘budget alloca-

_tions, ‘infrastructure- timelines,

‘and development indices. These
_conversations matter. and must’

surable outcomes.:

; govemance is the habit of show-',
. ing up not to be seen, but to:
“understand. The-gap between

those -in: power and those they ",

“serve is not bridged by legislation

~"alone but through répeated and .

genuine contact through a Chief
Minister who sits at the same tea -
stall as a market vendor and asks
-how business has: been. These
are not grand gestures or policy -

announceménts. They ‘are ‘the.-
- raw material of trust, and trust in
-, a democracy is the only currency -
: that compounds over time, " -
“*. That 'said, Meghalaya faces

‘real and pressing. challenges in
connectivity, employment, health- -
““care aceess, and the economics of *

" its rural communities. A cup of
“‘tea at Smit does not build-a road .

reporting, online portal updates,

The issue .

ollow..We have spent decades

“continue but thére must be mea-~

What is missing in modern .

Dr. T reemml Lamare

“~

handled by teachers clencal staff
or data-entry personnel who may
" not always receive adequate formal -
training in digital data management -
and statistical reporting procedures.
~In several cases, the absence of regu-. -

lar grientation programmes, techni- .-

“cal workshops Yerification mecha- -
, nisms, and institutional support may - :
contrlbute towards incorisistencies .
- in data entry, delayed submissions, -
“incomplete documentation, and
reporting inaccuracies. Since con-~
. temporary evaluation frameworks
such as PGI 2.0 tely. heavily upon

~ digitally maintained records, qven

selatively minor administrative or
technical errors-may eventually
influence the overall grading out-’
- comes of states. Proper capacity. -

u1ld1ng, periodic technical training, -
~and systematic monitoring of data -
management processes are thereforé -
essential not only for administrative
efﬁclency, but also for ensuring that::

- gducational realities are accurately’. -
- represented within national a3eess-

- ment frameworks. :

‘ also creates-unique challenges for -

“smaller states like Meghalaya: In
. states with smaller populations and
‘lower institutional nimbers, even”,
* mrinor inconsistencies in enrolment

" figures, delayed verification, in"

‘complete uploads; or dlscrepanc1es
“between physical récords and online
submissions may produce dispropor-
" tionately latger impacts upon overall -
- rankings. Statistical fluctuations that .
- may appear insignificant in heavily
populated-states -can ‘generate-sub- -
_ stantial consegquences within smaller;:
” administrative systems. This'makes . *
- careful -verification and repeated . ;
recheckmg -af educational data.
- especially important. Stakeholders:,
‘associated with the educational

- system, including the schools, di

" trict authorities; adm1n1strat1ve

‘fices, and data entzy personnel, must
! therefore ensure that both physical .
and digital records’ are carefully -
-examined before final submission -
- in order to minimise the possibility -
- of statistical inaccuracies. Il data .
-driven evaluation system such as’

“the educational realities of Me=" "

ghalaya. Unlike urbanised states
“characterised by concentrated popu-
ations’and relatrvely accessible
nfrastructure Meghalaya is marked

ectivity, Many schools operate in
geographically isolated. locatio
with; very low enrolment numbe
while ‘others-continue:to: face i
frastructural shortages and. teacher
-related:chaltenges. Maintaini
 educational institutions across frag-
mented and difficult tefrain requires
-administrative capacities and logisti=
* cal arrangements that are fundamen=.

‘tally different from those required
.in metropolitan regioris.. However, )- * science, and analytical reasoning, -

“-despite these differences; centrally"

. contexts “The issue therefore is not*

PGIL 2.0, even mindr reporting er-
“fors may. significantly mﬂuence the.

- "Over the years, the expansior

Mlssronary mstrtutlon, church-based "
- +schooling traditions; and w1despread
English' medium aspirations have”
-contributed toward shaping a so-
..ciety i which education is hlghly

.valued by families and communi-- .

. ties alike. Mgghalaya has long been
‘recognised for producing students -
who perform successfully in higher:
“education, professional sectors, and
- institutions outside the state, Yet the -
 presence of an educational culture
‘does not automatically guarantee:
" the existence of strong institutional:

governance, While social respect for -

- education remains visible, the public: ..
*-educational system itself often ap-
pears administratjvely fragmented, .
unevenly monitored, and structur-
ally inconsistent. ‘This contradiction -
between educational aspiration and -
institutional capac1ty forms one:
of the central tensions underlying -
- the -present debate surroundmg
PGI 20. 0w / ,
+.Thei 1ncreasmg domlnance of
tat1st1ca1 governance also deserves :

: . deeper attention. Contemporary
The statistical nature of PGI » governance systerhs increasingly re- .

ward states that are admlmstratlvely /they bé simplistically attributed to.
" measurable, digitally organiséd, sta- B
- tistically v151ble, and institutionally. -

--standardised. Meghalaya, however; . *
* continues to function partly through

. community-based systems, infor-

“mal administrative. practjces, local, -
. negotiations, and relational modes’
-of governance that do not-always.

cratised -statistical frameworks.
Consequently, states with smoother

* administrative machinery and stfon- ¢

- ger digital infrastractures often.:
- perform more effectively within -
ranking systems, even when actual -
educational realitics tay be more
.complex than statistical outcomes -
 suggest. This does not necessar-

~ily imply. that the PGI framework . people value education. Rather, the -

entlrely 1naccurate Rather,

ighlights the need to interpre
rankmgs within broader geographi-:
cal; institutional, and socio-polit al

whether the ranking is entirely cor-

-rect or incorrect, but whether highly ' performance. reveals not merely a-

SEndardised statistical frameworks -
are capablé of fully capturing-the

- educational 'complexities of geo- -
graphlcally ‘and culturally distinet.~

- regions such as:Meghalaya.The is-
‘ste of learnirig quality must also be
approached carefully and honestl‘ :

- English medium' schooling -acros
eghalaya hascreateda w1desp'

Enghsh medlum institutions because’ -
“are assoclated: wrth,opportu
ty, mobility; and social: prestige
However, linguistic: aspiration alone -
~does not: autpmatically- guarantee
conceptual understanding. In' man
stances, students may dcquire ba
cicommunicative familiarity with:-:
English while simultaneously strug-.
gling with deeper comprehensmn
1n subjects such’as: mathematrcs,

‘Standardised assessments Such a

- designed ranking frameworks often < the PARAKH frequently revea

pply uniform indicators across

tates. “This raises important ac
emic questions regarding wheth
ational evaluation systems: are ful

eatronal ‘realities of geogra
c mplex tribal regions. -
A

“tion lies in the relationship betwe
ducational culture and institutional

_governance within Meghalay.

istorically, the state has poissess

strong social reSpect for education.

' governance is slow, technical, an

-+ oftenunglamorous, and it must be
judged on outcomes as much as on
intent, The ‘way a leader moves -
through the world, the habits-
“they model; the interactions they
..choose,’ and the moments they
" decide are worth their time set .- !
tone that eventually filters through + Local guides find work. Small

institutions.-Only a government :-
 that genuinely listens and values
the grassroots not as 4 talkmg

decisions that reflect the actual -
" texture of people's Jives. The visit -
" to Sinit, whatever its lumtat ‘

_ was evidence of that inent. -
Sangmalater proceeded to RC
Homestay,where he encountered .
.- another dimension of Meghalaya S

‘measured. in-visitor. volumes;’
revenue figures, and infrastructure -~
“investments. But for many fami-
lies in Meghalaya, it has become
-something’far more personal; -
* #reliable source of income. At -

“'R.C. Homestay, the proprigtor
explamed how- government ag- -

sistance had helped develop'and-
_sustain the property. Tourism had-
expanded bringing new-oppor-
. tunities, visitors, and conﬁdence
Listening to these accounts, Sang-
ma emphasised that homestays are
- more than accommodation; they-.:
. aré among the most eﬁ”ectrve tools.
for local communities to. drrectly
benefit from the state s tourism -
expansmn ;

~point but as'a real site of under- .
> standing; is more likely to make

- growth story. Tourism is-often : -

- these conceptual gaps. This suggests

realities-within Meghalaya: remain’-
highly uneven:across districts and
t1tut10ns Certam schools and ur-,

-relatively: strong:performance an
academic. culture, whilé other in

hapmg Meghalaya s;touri
strategy: Unlike approaches tha
- toncentrate economic rewards

- a few large establishments, com

“munity-based tourism distribute

-opportunity. across-households s

and local enterprises. Afamrlytha
welcomes: tourists earns’ directly.

eateries gain customers. Transport
-operators “benefit: ‘This Tourism.
model translates into livelihoods.

rather than footfall: The numbers -

suggest the approach is gaining -

- its distriets, - =
The “Live with Conrad ses-
ion itself gave voice to’ many
" of the ‘aspirations and concerns.
~of Meghalaya's young people. .

“Qiestions ranged across tourism .
" careers, business opportunities, .

* environmental sustainability, and "
-the approaching National Games. -

~ On the tension between develop-.
- ‘ment and consérvation, Sangma -

was clear economic: growth -
."cannot come at the expense-of ;-
Meghalayas environment or its

" communities; and many govemn- .

ment initiatives are. deSlgned
'to ensuré local mvolvement in -
 decision-making. .

-On employment the Chlef
Mlmster pointed to Skills Megha- -

laya, under which nearly 30,000

ahgn neatly with highly bureau- .

< more serious and research- orrented

* frative modefnisation. . -

“can undoubtedly serve as important

- Meghalaya’s low ranking undoubt-

‘weaknesses that require urgent and

 system that is institutionally strong,

including 2,000 in tourism.-The- |
sovernment aims o tram 120

~fransportation, and other growing:

ground. Meghalaya currenﬂy has_ culture, and local business, with*
~around 900-active homestays, s
. with a further 2,100 pending ap- .-
““proval. If realised, the state could
soon have a network of roughly " gemand
3,000 homestays spread across i

" “With Conrad” showed something.

st1tut10ns located 1n geographlcally
“remote areas face serious structural
*“constraints, Consequently, broad
. state level. averages do not always
fully- capture: the” diversity, and’
-unevenness of educational experi-
. ences within Meghalaya itself. The
educational realities of Shillong, for
_instance, may, differ substantially
from those found in remote rural dis-
{ricts. Such unevenness complicates -
. aftempts to interprét educational:
' performance solely through broad.
statistical, rankings and numencal
averages e

Nevertheless it would be 1nte1-
lectually drshonest to dismiss the'
PGI outcome entirely as a problem
-of data collection or statistical meth-.
» odology alone.  Genuine structural-
- weaknesses within the educational
system remain across many parts
-of the state.: Teacher shortages,
“infrastructural deficiencies, dropout
*rates, low enrolment institutions,
“uneven rural schooling, and weak
monitoring :systems contlnue to
- affect the overall educational envi-:
ronment. These challenges are real.
and require serious policy attention, -
At the same time, these conditions
- did not emerge suddenly, 1ot can:

a’single political administration
or’one particular government. The.
“educational difficulties confront- »
ing Meghalaya-are cumulative. in-
“.nature and rooted within long term °
‘strictural  conditions 1nvolv1ng
geography, administrative capacify,
institutional development, and his--
torical inequalities that haveevolved
over decades. >

5 The present debate therefore
equires 4 shift away- Arom sim-
plistic polrtrcal reagtions towarda-,

cussion on educational gover-.
‘nance itself. The central question s
ot whether Meghalaya possesses
intelligent students or whether its

more 51gn1ﬁcant issue concerns the
ability of public institutions to effec-"
tively deliver, manage, monitor, and’
sustain educational quality withinian’
uicreasmgly datadriven governance
environment. Meghalaya’s PGI

crisis of education, but.a deeper.
" tension between educational culture;

- institutional governance, geography,v
statistical evaluation; ‘and adm

‘n‘conelusion, the PGI 2.0 repo
uld néither be blindly. rejected
nor uncritically accepted. Rankings.

instruments-for policy reflection.

d-institutional: introspection, but
they do’not always capture the
full ‘complexity-of social realities:

edly, reflects: genuine: institutional

sustained. attention. At the same
time; it also exposes s the limitations
of evaluating geographically distinct
and administratively complex states
- through highly centralised statistical -
frameworks.. Educational rankings
should therefore function not merely -
“a§-instruments of comparison, but
allso as opportunities for institutional
'eﬁectlon admiinistrative i improve-
ment, contetual understanding,
and long term educatronal reform.

ts rankxng w1th1n natlonal frame-
wdtks; but fo build.an educational

-administratively visible;: socially
meaningful, and capable of respopd--
. ing effectively to

f the state.

(The

ll’lll’lg across vanous sectors,l

-lakh youth in thet commg years,
penmg pathiways in tourism,
ntrepreneurship; healthcare,

industries.-Regarding the 39th -
- National Games, which Megha- -
laya will host in.2027. Sangma-:
- described the event as more than a'.
sporting tournament, highlighting -
its potentral to generate opportu- :
‘nities across tourism, hospitality,

‘the state's growing. homestay
network expected to, meet a sig-
ificant share of accommodatlon

" The. ﬁrst ed1t10n of “Lrve

- simple but increasingly. rare in
public life: direct, unmedlated
engagement Whether over tea
“in a market, in conversation with-
a'local entrepreneur, or during -
' live exchange with citizens, what”
".is ‘consistent is that meamngful
governance begins with listen-
.ing, and hstenmg begms w1th
showmg up.’ .
i Yoursetc,-
Bawan Lyngdoh,
5 Via email -

‘{authors ‘and not that of

, Artlcles and letters ap-’
pearmg on this-page are
| the -views of -the writers/{

| :",on ‘the Dollorshrp A Lesson"
for Sohra and Khas1 Hlmas

. By Dr Omarlin Kyndiah -

The ongoing controversy
surroundlng the appointment.;
of the Syiem of Hima Sohra
and the recent suspension of
the Syiem of Hima Mylliem -
by the Khasi Hills Autonomous .
District Council (KHADC) has

about the relationship between

rellgron in Meghalaya.: :
- While political parties and
various: groups ‘continue;to
debate issues -of procedure,
legality, and governance, one -
important question. remains
largely -ignored: Can’a tradi-:
tional ¢hief:who is required -
to perform indigenous Khasi-
religious rites and sacrifices be -
appointed if he does not follow . -
‘the mdrgenous faith?- -
:~'This is.not just.a: polrtlcal
questron It-is a question that .
has already been addressed by
the Supreme Court of India. -

r,

langkr E-Rymbai v. Jaintia |
Hills District Council (2006),"
the: Supreme. CourPupheld
‘the exclusion’ of Christians =
from contestmg the office of -
‘Dolloi in Elaka Jowai.-The

rehgron ‘but on the' duties and. |
responsibilities attached to the
oﬁice itself. x5

-loi'i$ not merely an‘administra-"

Dbilities: that are deeply rooted-:
in the indigenous faith and.
custorns of the Jaintia peaple. *
Since the Dolloi is required to
perform traditional ‘religious.
.ceremonies; sacrifices, and "
rituals;. the Court held that a-
“person who" does not follow
the 1nd1genous teligion may -
ot be able to carry: out these

duties i 1n accordance Wrth cus- ’

N

‘tomary law::

The Supreme Court also
emphasrsed that the. Consti--
tution-protects. not only-in-"

| dividual rights but also the

‘collectivé cultural and religious. -
rrghts of indigenous communi-
-ties under Articles 25, 26, and "
29 Preserving tribal customs”
and traditional 1nst1tut10ns

was recognised as‘a legitim te “

constlmtlonalobjectrve :
‘Relevance to Khasi
% Tradltlonal Institutions

the ‘Supreme . Court has"direct -
-relevance: to Khasr tradrtronal
govemance ‘

Sy1em is'not merely. a secular. -

forms:religious ceremonies, "
offerings; sacrificial rites; and -
other customary: functions as-
_sociated - with. the traditional
Khasi faith, commonly known
“as N1am Khasr or. Nram Tyn-
rai.:.’ =

These rrtuals are: not op-r
tional. They are an essential

“been practlsed for generations -
as part:of* Khasr customary
governance G

~Ifthe reasonmg adopted by
: the Supreme Court in thie Dol-

: loi‘case is applied consistently, -

then the office 0f a Syienmt who™

- is* fequired to “¢onduct indig- -
| ‘encus: religious: cerenionies: .

should necessarily be- held
‘by- someone who: follows. the: -
{-indigenous faith and is capable
of performing those duties ac-
cordmg to custom, -
The issue, therefore, is not
about drscrrmmatlng agamst

“any religious community. -

Rather, it is about preserving -

 the- mtegrrty ‘of a traditional -

institution' whose’ authority is -
rooted in customary law and -
mdlgenous religious practice. -
The Sohra Question
~The current dispute in Hima .
Sohra has largely centred on-
the issuance of a sanad; elec-
toral procedures, and the role
of the KHADC. :However, -

| the larger issue ‘concerns the.

preservation of the tradltlonal
structure of the Hima itself. -
If the office of Syiem in
‘Sohra continues to-carry-reli- -
gious ‘obligations under Khasi -

“customary law, then-any. pro-- :
.cess.of appointment’ or suc- --
- developments concerning Khy- :

cession must also take into.
account the ‘customary-quali=

fications needed to perform
‘those duties.

Tradrtlonal ifistitutions can-
not bé separated from the:

while removing the customary *

responsibilities would funda--~
mentally change the nature of

-the institution.’

The controversy has also

tional leaders and ‘custodians -

‘of Khasi cusfoms; who fear:

The Shillong Times - -

| that political considerations -

sparked an important debite” -

traditional governance,- cus-,-
tomary- [aw; and- mdlgenous o

; governance and traditional du-

* - how traditional institutions are

 Inthe landmark case Ewan- i

The Court noted that aDol- :

‘tive head. The office carries -
important religious responsi-, :

. Critics; however, contend. that
. -traditional institutions rrsk .

. undermining the autonomy 2 and~ '
- dignity of offices that have ex-

‘clear framework that balances

. for: customary institutions,
“The-principle faid down by

- In'several Khasi Hrmas, the- -

administrator. The Syiem per-. :

~-are cultura] and religious insti-

part of the institution and have -

: ’unlque institutions.”

“fice of a.Syiem requires the

_ question of; religious exclu-
* sion: Itis about- ensunng that.

o preserving the’ 1nst1tut10n
i deserves serious consideration ‘.
~in- discussions concemmg the{
~ succession and appointment of
. traditional rellglous respon- i

L As Meghalaya navrgates the’
** current coptroversies in Sohra, -

customs and beliefs that gave -
‘rise to them. Retammg the title -

_is not only a cultural necessity ;

"The future of these institutions : *
“will depend on whether society ;

raised concerns among_tradi- -

-may’ increasingly 1nﬂuence =

“instittions that have: historiz” *

cally functioned accordmg to

. customary law and indigenous .’

- traditions. The debate, there- -
fore, goes beyond the question’ 5_.'
of who should becomie the next
Syiem. It: also concerns how -
_tradrtronal _govérnance can be’
protected in a rapidly changmg
'pohtlcal environment, ~

: Lessons from the Myllrem T .

.+ Controversy - -
The controversy. surround-
‘ing Hima Mylliem 51m11arly
hlghllghts the:growing ‘ten~-
. §ion’ between administrative

“thority. While the curtent dis-

" pute focuses o financial and -
- administrative’ issues; it also':
raises broader questlons about.*

regulated and preserved: ,
. The survival of these in-.

strtutrons depends not only on e
legal recognltlon but also on:

+ the continued observance of the
.customs that define them, -

"~ Adding fo these concerns
are reports that the VPP-led
Executrve Commrttee of 'the
"KHADC 'is. also, consrdermg

““action_against’ the" Syiem of -
Court, ruled that thi§ exclu- B
sion ' was ‘not based simply on

Hima Khyrim. Although no fi- -

“nal decision has been formally -

“ ahmounced, these réports have .-

~intensified public discussion’
- about the relationship between *

“the Council and:traditional

“institutions. With controversies

-already: surrounding: Sohra ;-
and :Mylliem, the poss1b11-
ity of similar action involv: -
.ing Khyrim has:led many to -
* wonder whether a pattern of

- increasing intervention in tra- -

ditional governance structures
-is emerging, .-+ - : s,‘ .
“* Supporters; of the Execu-

‘trve Committee argue that the .’

"-Council is srmply exercising -
powers vested in it under the =
Taw-and customary regitlations, .

- repeated ‘confrontations 'with ! -

isted for cénturies and 1 remam
central to Khasi 1dent1ty

~Whether one- agrees with '+~
s the “ctions ‘of ‘the: Couincil -+ -
- or'not, thes¢ developments
hlghhght thewrgent need for a

‘accountability, with respect

Traditional- offiGes should not
be viewed: solely. through' thé
~lens of modern administration;
They must also be understoad
as-custodians  of culturé; reli-
- gion; and commuity 1dent1ty

. Preserving Indlgenous
oo o Tdentity

“The Supreme Court's Judg :
ment in Ewanlangki-E-Rymbai " .

' 'serves as an important remind-".

 er that tribal institutions are not. ;-
merely political offices. They

tutions that embody the' iden-
“tity, heritage, and tradltrons f
mdrgenous communities.”;

** The ‘Constitution, through
- the Sixth Schedulé and Articles
25;26,.and 29, recogmses the';
importance of preservmg these 7

“Therefore;’ where the of- s

“performance of Khasi religious /-
“rites; sacrlﬁces, and customary

* ceremonjes, the holder of that -

offi¢e should be‘a’ practrtloner
of Niani ‘Khasi. This is:not a-

the institution remains faithful ;" .
to the customs and tradrtrons it

‘was created to uphold. %
= The principle afﬁrmed by i &
the Supreme Court in the Dolloi -
case establishes that qualifica-_
* tionslinked to the performance
-, of indigenious religious duties. "
are constitutionally: permis-: - -
sible: when they are essential * '

itself. The same reasoning

~Syiems in Khasi Himas where

sibilities remain 1nseparable
from the office. "

* Mylliem, and the reported ;.

rim, the focus should remain on -
safeguardlng the: mtegrrty of
indigenous institutions rather .
" than allowjng them to become <
battlegrounds for partisan poli=
tics.The preservation of Khasi
customary law; traditional gov-
ernance, and- indigenous faith

but also a constitutional one.

chooses to uphold the customs :
and traditions that have given .
them legitimacy for genera-
tions.. "
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resrdent in any traditional market
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“d champion is afraid of losing. EveryOnes ¥
: else zs afrazd of wznnmg

— Billie Jean ng
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Troubled education scenario-
THE Education sector has been experiencing a series:
of shocks with massive irregularities, bunglings and
administrative improprieties resulting in distressing
outcomes for students who have burnt the midnight
~“oil to prepare for these examinations. The leak of

‘the NEET exam papers not only casts a shadow on
the integrity of the National Testing Agency but also
exposed the ineptness of the Education Mmrstry
that’s duty-bound to guide and oversee matters in
better ways and plug loopholes. This was followed
. by the glarmg system flaws in the CBSE examina-
tion process involving the Class XII On-Screen
Marking system (OSM). The technical glitches,
evaluation discrepancies and post-result verification

- snags were unprecedented. Data integrity and the.

strengths of the digital evaluation process remain
suspect. The entire education system now bears the
brunt. That Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
has accepted the moral responsibility for what went

- wrong is in itself small comfort. The NEET leak
turned the. dreams of some 18 lakh students sour.

" ‘Their hard work, sweat and tears while preparing.

for the tests ended up in deep disappointment. This

was followed by the CBSE ‘exam mess- up, which
also affected lakhs of students. The repeated glitches

- have caused i immense d1stress for both students and
_their parents.... - -

- Notably, the educatlon sector d1d not get the at—‘
tentron that’s due to it under the Modi government,:

- other than re-christening the department into ‘Educa-

- tion’ instead of ‘Human Resources’ or introduction

- of some marginal reforms.. What was needed for

this sector. was a total overhaul. The government

. just could not rise up to the emergmg challenges.

- Under Modi, the first minister in charge of Educa-
~tion was Smriti Irani, who wasnot even a. gradua.te '
' Incumbent Dharmendra Pradhan is a run-of-the mill

politician. Several ministers in the Modi dispensation:
are faceless figures. Governance in the 21st century
‘cannot be conducted on the lines that India started -
.z -its journey straight after Independence under Desi'
* rrule eight decades ago. Unfortunately, the polltrcrans
- whorun governments are still cast in the 6ld mould.”
- Expertise in respective sectors has not been given
any importance. Add to. this. the allegations about
~ “favouritism” on the part of Pradhan in the selection

-~ of the agencies to oversee the technrcal aspects of
k the exam process. . p

. ,The. result of such drrft, m

S ‘mechanisms is also that India fails to prolect an im-

. age of academic excellence. It’s rare that any higher
 education institution here finds a'place in the global
 lists of top 100 universities. Fewer students come to

- India for studies than the number of youths going

. ~out for education elsewhere. Proper governance
of a nation does not limit.itself to the erection of
‘highways as the Modi government keeps boasting
- of. The big talk about India’s economic.super power
_* status has come to naught as its placement in terms
“of GDP ratings and currency value has fallen from

- the fourth place to the sixth-in view of the several

- global uncertainties. For most people, life remains’
. stagnant. Things fail to change or reform.. The hits-

" that the education sector took will take a long time-
- to heal. The responsibility must be-fixed, and both |
1correctrve and punrtrve steps should follow- SR

wLetters to the Editor 2

Systemrc and

. Unmindful
| Degradatron
of the Natural
Habrtat

: Edltor

. It was a coincidence that.,
. I read the letter to the edi- .
: tor (ST Junel, 2026) by B

Dutta on the loss of forest
cover around Shiilong.'T am
currently on a short. visit to

. Shillong, my birthplace and

also where 1 grew up. T left
Shillong in 1968 and am
now based at Bangalore. On

Monday morning I went fora-
walk to the Golf Course area’

and noticed the unmindful

;the admmlstratrve

"Raid or Syiem Hima. ‘
‘To have a clear under-- .

A Wlld Goose
Chase. Trrbal
Edition

Edrtor

o Meghalaya ChlefMlmster

. Conrad K Sangma recently -

announced the state govern-:
~ ‘ment would-fund a research -

.. project to study the origins of
- the Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo:’
“tribes. According to him, this"*
“comprehensive study will in=".
' 'volve “DNA mapping, along

. is'expected to take 18 to 24 ..

with the study of linguistic ..
and -cultural linkages,” and-

months to complete. At first

glance, this appears to'be'a.

* commendable effort to pre-

_and systematic degrada- -
' expenditure of public money
" on a project of questionable -

tion ‘of the greenery and

the ugly concrete structures .

that deface the entire area. I -

clearly recall how greerr and

forested the area.used to be -
. during the 1960s." While"

development must happen,

. those governing the state

must apply their minds to

balance development with -

ecology. T am distressed
that this is happening to

Shillong. I also know that Mr:
Dutta’s grievances and my
own disappointment at what:-:
I saw on this visit will hardly -

-world-class calibre, -

serve indigenous heritage. -
However, a’ closer analysis: "

‘reveals a troubling narra-

tive: a potentially wasteful

academic value, led by apro- :
vincial academic apparatus::
that has yet.to demonstrate

" The central flaw of this -
project is that it is-a redun-:

. dant research question. The

origins of the Austroasiatic -

. (Khasi-Jaintia): and Tibeto- .

ultimately is money pOWer- .

and the corruption prevalent

in our society today.

, Yours etc.,
Dr HK Roychoudhury,
Camp Shrllong

- -language belongs to the
Khasic branch of Austroasi- -

” dence-based conclusions.

‘Burman (Garo) populations *

are not the mysterious black -

‘box ‘that some people pre--, -

tend it to be. Decades of -

.Peer-reviewed research ‘in_ -

~linguistics, anthropology,
ratter because what matters po1ogy,

and population genetics have
already provided robust,.evi- .

Linguistically, the Khasi -

‘Traditional markets are -

physical open-air settings

they produce and buy what

. théy need for their day-to-
day life. Besides being ecos

nomic and trading hubs;:
markets in the Khasi. tradi-

“tional milieu were also-like -
-informal weekly festivals for .

social and cultural exchange.

their best clothes, especially
the youth who meet ‘each
other for romantic court::
ship. The market is also the -
place where adujts meet to-
discuss and settle social and
political issues. The Khasis-
had an eight-day week in ac-

“cordance with the eight mar-

ket days.-Hence the Khasi
word for the week is called
‘Tatew’, a reference ‘to the

markets. Overall, there were-
‘eight important markets in

the Khasi Hills which also™
determined the duration' of”
a-week: fewduh, Lyngka

Nongkrem, Mawlong, Ryn--
ghep; ‘Shyllong, Pamtiah,"
and Umni. Besides: thesevj

-eight markets in the Khasi*

where people sell the goods ++

were . only 22, 335 people
in Hima" Khyr1m 10,300

only 5,855 people in Hima-/
Nongstom Small Himas like -
Maharam had 2765 people;’

~ Langrin had 910 people; and -
On market day pebple put on -

Hima Bhowal had only 580
people. Imagine, how small- -

. the population of the'Khasis
"was .a hundred: years before

the British rule!"
- In-the past, the Khasis.

“lived in numerous small in-"

dependent political commu- .
‘nities called the Raids, and , “magazine about a man who*
‘they. identified- themselves

by the Raids where they had

their permanent residence,’ -

“such as u Mylliem, u Nong-

krem, u Thatang, u Tapngar, u

* Nongtham, u Jwai, u Mushai,

u Raliang; etc. When the Syi-'
emship began to be instituted

- inthe Raids, or when several
- adjacent Raids confederated -

-to:form: a-Hima and .insti="
“tuted the Syiemship, the need -

Hills there.are other markets. >

in the Jaintia Hills, such as

Musiang, Muchai, Pyngkat, -

Thymbleifi, Hat, Khyllaw,
Pynsym and Mulong

arose to maintain thé Syiem- ~

ship mstltutron So, whatever-:

funds werecollected. from

the ‘markets. as: ‘musur’. or :

““pynshok?; and ‘the fines

’

. The Khasi tradltlonal{,‘

markets were established'in -
the Ri-raid lands which were -
under the management and

control of the rulers of the

Raids. Traders set up. stalls -

‘called “basa’in this market

-area and didn't have to pay-
_rent for setting up their stalls. .
No'one_cotld have plots. of
land as private property, and

‘no-one ¢ould constrict per-’
manent buildings in the mar-
ket area which should remain.

~; called ‘kuna’ imposed on*

criminals or-on’judgement
debtors' in-civil -disputes,

- became the main sources of:

‘(Establishment, Manage-

_people in Hima Sohra, 9 200" ment and Control of Mar—
<. people in Hima Mylllem and kets) Regulation,.1979,’

- In today’s- social situ-
ations,.the concept ‘ban"

'khrong’ (to beg) has lost its:
-original meaning, and ‘be- -
~ came equivalent to- ‘extract

‘benefit’, from the earnings

“of others Indeed, if has be-

- ‘come a business profess1on ,
“which everyone, including
‘the Bakhraws would like to

~lay hands on. Many years.
ago, I read a joke in some"

“boasted-that he knows-a
“hundred’ways of maklng z
“ money. “But why do'you sit *

- here as a beggar then?” his -

" friend asked. “Of .course’ .

'But this is the easiest way,”
the beggar replied. Today, it

seems that everyone is upin’’ "

atms for this easiest busmess

“method: ‘ban khrong check

gate’, ‘bankhrong few”, ‘ban *.
‘khrong’parking’ lot;“*ban™*
khrong tollgate,’ etc. Tradi-+
“tion changes when concepts
 change. 17
Visualizing the traditional

Khasr society:. onIy from %
what is being restructured“f‘.

‘and practised today,  espe-
‘cially from the perspective -

~ of Shillong, would only lead

‘income-for the maintenance . .us to wishful thinking about

-of the Syiemship. But there

isa catch! It was the Syiem's -

_responsrbrhty to maintain

law and order in ‘the markets "

* and to keep the markets clean -

to employ Chaprassies, who:.
were mainly’ noﬁ-Khams, as"

.. apolice force for mamtammg

-public property-or-Ri-raid:.~
The stalls are called ‘basa’to

law and’order. The elderly -

“people in Ri’ Bhoi. called

indicate that they are tempo- -

rary market platforms. There .

was no concept of a:shop in~
-Khasi traditional thought.;

The Khasi word. for-shop is

~‘dukan’ which is borrowed

from Hindi. Everything’ the’
people need for the week’s

‘provisions has to be bought -

from the common market.of
the Raid; The people who*

sold igoods in the:stalls and o
those who brought goods'to

sell iri the market had'to pay"
anominal tax, called ‘Musur?’
or. ‘Pynshok’ to the Syrem

~Khasi thought, and there is

them ‘Chaprachr ,

~ Oral traditions say that the
foundmg clans of the'Raids,
were considered ‘ki bakhraw”. -

:(thé_great) and noble, who "
‘thought it was dishonourable
-for them to extract goods or.

money from the earnings of
other people, or to eat from

‘was-considered ‘ban khrong
(o beg): There was no con-"

‘cept of revente collectlon

by the political: authonty n

~ no Khasi word equlvalent to-

standmg of Khasi tradrtlons,

we must V1suallze the soc1al=

situations. the Khasis were'.

‘in ‘beforé ‘the British rule.’

In: the past; the Khasi'and’ "
Jaintia Hills' were- sparsely
‘populated. By 1853 when

the Khasi and Jaintia Hills,
‘were already under British,
rule; the ‘total population in

the Khasi Hills was-only -

multiplé high-resolution

.- studies have confirmed that”
“the Khasi and Garo tribes.
. carry distinct lineages. Stud-.

ies clearly show that the

_Kha51 predommantly carry
a.marker’ deeply.associated .

including Mikirs (Karbrs)f'
2| and'Lalungs (T1was) There:

82,400; the population of
Jaintia Hills was only 36,525

-begging). Hence, the words -
“khrong-few’; ‘khrong-gate’, -

- Bakhraws to the Syiem, not:

“* . revenue collection. So, tax:

collectron from the markets, -
or reventie collection from:

_anywhere is equated with

‘the word ‘khrong’ (the act of

‘khrong parking lot’; etc. All-
acts of tax: collectron ‘and
imposition of fines were con-
ferred by the Dorbar of the

4s an absolute and inalienable:

right, but with corresponding’ -

respon51b111t1es -Today, the ;

. markets" in the Khasi Hills -

‘have come under The Khasi

~high rates of rural unémploy-
‘ment. Every’ Tupee spent’
.on th1s tribal origin study -

‘s a’ rupee diverted from

v 1mprov1ng a government

* with the Austroasiatic- migra- -

-~ while the Garo carry lmeages

“tion from Southeast' Asia;

common.in East and South-

“eastAsia. Anthropologically,

the natrilinéal system ofthe/
Khasis, while unique within -

India, has parallels in ‘pock-
ets,of Southeast Asia and-

has been documented ex-

a two-year' DNA mapping

project pos51bly uncover
“that global science hasn’tl.

already clarified? Unless the

*. government expects to find
evidence of an Atlantis-like -

‘origin ora direct lrneage to

vMartrans, this is an exercise .
in" academic redundancy..

‘Spending public funds to

= rephcate established findings
~ is-not research; it is an ex-
pensive‘form. of mtellectual

- wheel-carting:~
‘. “The most 1ndefensrble

aspect of this.project is its -
calibre of academia in Me-

opportunity cost. Meghalaya
1spnot a staté ‘with limitless

- haustively since the colonial -
_era. What new “facts” could:

'school classroom in a remote
v1llage in West Jaintia Hills,

from purchasmg ‘medicines -
“for a-primary ‘health centre -

Nin South Garo Hills, or from

improving the state’s notori- -

ously pathetic Joblessness

The cost.of DNA sequenc: =
ing - including sample col-
+lection, laboratory: analysrs, ;

“and collaboration with * ‘na-

 tional and international in-" "

stitutions”- will not be a free -
deal and will easily run into

_several crorés. For a'sfate

“strugglingto. lift its' HDIs, °
funding this ill-defined and
badly conceived exercise is
2 luxury it cannot afford. It
signals-a government more
interested‘in romanticized
identity. politics than in:the
mundane’ but. v1tal duties of
govemance PR

This announcement, fm-

phes that Meghalaya’s own
academic institutions will.

" be central to this research.
. But here lies a second, more

resources. According to nu-:

merous respected- Central
“Govérnment agencies and

- résearch bodies, ‘Meghalaya

" has consistently struggled

“with HDIs such as health- .

‘care access and educational

* Education recently brought

' Meghalaya s poor ranking

uncomfortable critique: the

ghalaya: While institutions" .
“like the North-Eastern Hill
Unrver51ty (NEHU) have,
produced sincere scholars,’
they are not global leaders.

--in population - genetlcs or

archaeological hngurstrcs

A quick survey of leading.

~ outcomes. The Ministry of

~out a survey that highlights ..

‘journals -~ Nature; Scrence, ,

The American Journal of:
Human Genetics - shows "

- glaring: underrepresentatlon
school retention rates and

‘of first-author papers from -

~of rights and responsibilities

" migrated to another: Raid,
- their land would again be- ..,
- come Ri-raid and they would =

. the past. The present city of

«:Shillong was formerly only a
-small hamlet called *Laban’

*'in Raid Mylliem where the

British-'set up their-head-*

“and- decent. - In the past; the '+ quarters:in~1862. Strictly+~

| Syrem of Hima Khyrim used - -speaking, Khasi-traditions’

(riti)-and customs (dustur)

‘weré relevant to the actual =
* life of the people during the

perrod when the . population --

was very.small compared to -

-their geographlcal territories -
‘and according to their tradl-
tional socm-polrtlcal life i in -
 their own respective Raids. -
_There is a huge difference -

‘between . the socro—polltrcal

< life that the Khasis lived in

‘the past in their own respec ',f~

“tive Raids, and the socio-

" the sweat of others. To do so. . political life they are- living *
today when the traditional /.

socro—polrtrcal and cultural
“barriers of the Raids have
been practrcally dlsmantled
- beginning from the British''.

rule. For example, in the past

- there were only a few clans
_living in Raid Mylliem, and
all the clans had a fair share ‘-

as Basans in'the administra-
tion of Raid Mylliem. In. the
- past, only residents of the

’Raid had the right to’ own s
.land in that Raid. People"

“who' livei inHima Sohra, or in
-Raid Iapngar had no right to

wii lands as absentee land-+
rds in Raid Mylliem. If any.

asan clan of Raid Mylliem -

Meghalaya-based research-:
ers. The state’s universities::
struggle with chronic vacan-
- cies, underfunded: laborato-
ries, and-a research ‘culture.
often limited to low-rmpact

descriptive studies’ rather

' than hypothesis-driven sci-
ence. As of now; Jocal: fac- .

ulty lack the expertise, peer

.recognition to-lead*such '

.complex project wrthout*

‘external crutches: The gov--

ernment: shotld look ‘into’
_supporting them to get to a

higher level. -

As_per news reports, the
~ projéct will rely-on “con-
sultations with national and.~
intérnational institutions?.

: That is wonderful!:So’ why i

“do-these Khasi, Jaintia and -
Garo academrcs Have to
- force our govemment topay .

for these “research trips”? ' s
If they possess. such high -

-academic calibre and-intel-:
lectual abilities, they should -
> jolly well be. able to get inter-
‘national grants and funding.’ -

‘In ‘my opinion,. this entire.:
- thing is nothing more than,.

an excuse that'some people
-have devised to get to travel

~abroad and spend our public -
money as they please. Also,
~another. crucial question
"“come to mind: what exactly
~ will these researchers from .
‘here” do when ‘they-land up
at Angkor Wat? Start digging

‘into-some random mounds, ST
‘excavating tons of soil ‘to g; o
“get to some ‘Austro ‘Asiatic

truth? When they hear.words
like. “khon, kha, phi, khao™
‘(which are words heard ev-"
-erywhere-in SE Asia) will
they weep Joyously and -

The Concept of Markets in Khas1 Tradrtronal Thoght

By F abian Lyngdoh

also be consrdered an extinct:

<would replace them. .. 7.
 Presently, there is an ar‘g'u:

ment as to why the Syiems of '|'- . .
"“the Himas should be under’|’

the regulatron of the District”

. Council. This is only an at--

“témptto superimpose an im-
“age of a lost tradition over the'
present-day sjtuation. Today;
-'there are hundreds, or éven
~ thousands of clans’ who mi-
“grated from' different Raids’
‘into that smajl corner of Raid,
~ Mylliem, ‘previously called”
:Laban, which became:the
“city of Shrllong ‘The people
- who live in" Shillong today
‘are no longer ‘ki-shongthap-'
shOngblang (temporary set--
tlers ot immigrants). They'
_ have become ] private owners
of the lands where they live
by way of: purchase and
‘not merely by way of grant’
‘or permission to live in"the -
~Ri-raid. Strictly speaking the
‘whole of Shillong ceased to:
~be a'Ri- raid or a traditional’
terrrtory of Raid - Mylliem.
" Here is-the questron In the*
“past, only 'a‘few ¢lans had
““the right to the political af-:
“fairs of any'Raid or Hima
“because there were also only :

-’But'now, when thousands"
“of clans are hvmg as private
“land owners in’the -Raid
“or Hrma is: it still ratronaln
" for a few clans to have the

: absolute nght to govem the.
"_ settlement‘? _
“This example apphes not”
only/to ‘Raid:Mylliem;. but*
~also to all other Raids and Hi--
‘mas in‘the Khasi and Jaintia

* Hills. The fradition of Ri-raid.
“isnolonger in existence as it
~has been replaced by abso-"

lute private. ownershlp, the

‘independent’ socio-political’
"-and cultural existence of the

> Raids has almost been totally
wrped ‘out; the markets- are

“no longer ‘trading’ centres

composed of ‘basa’ (stalls)-
“on the ri~raid; but‘have be-
“come clusters of permanent

shop. bulldrngs privately

“owned by individuals; the’
“Khasi'and Jaintia Hills have
become integrated into the.
“modern political economy. Is
“there any other cultural basis

: for the hereditary tradrtlonal ;
i mstrtutlons to exist? -

It is here that the unspo- i

ken ‘ground for the existence:
" of the District Council, under
* the provision of the Sixth
chedule'to the Constitution:
fIndia came into being. The -
istrict. Council - stands for
II the people of an autono-
“mous district, regardless: of
¢ the traditional socio-political
oundaries of the Raids or
imas: The District Council
~is.needed.to control  and-
regulate’ the activities.of a
‘few clans who claim to have
“traditional rights to rule over
¢ the hundreds or thousands
of other clans in the modern"
“socio-political settlements.

embrace. the speakers.: as
. fellow “kur” (clansmen).
. The comedic potentral 1sj
tremendous'
" None of this is ‘to say
that the hrstory and origins-
‘of the Khasi, Jaintia, and
’Garo people are unwor’thy,
of study. On the contrary, our
‘unique matrilineal. culture -
-"and- linguistic herrtage are
treasures of human diversity. -
" However,  scholarship must
have cléar questions and a-
Justlﬁcatlon that goes beyond”
“we 'would like to'see more-
documentatron » In amature:
“democracy, public funds de-
~‘mand accountability. What is
* the precise budget, including
salaries, equlpment travel
~ and staying expenses of this
% budget? Until such answers
are provrded this project
stands -as a monument to
intellectual vanity and fiscal
- imprudence. It uses the cloak
of “research” to obscure
~a basic failure of priority:’
“Meghalaya’s children do not
“need a map-of their ances-
" tors’ Y-chromosomes, they
.need functional schools. Its
citizens do not need a lin-
guistic linkage to Vigtnam;:
 they need reliable electricity.
“The government’s money
“would be better spent not on.
digging up the past, but on’
securmg the future
Lo Yours etc.,
Avner Parlat
. Via, emaﬂ

Artlcles and letters ap-
Pearmg on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors’ and not that of
The Shillong Times -

‘the first: batch” of students;

a few clans living in-them. -

" clanas far as Raid Mylliemis |

. conicerned. A newBasan clan‘
Hxlls Autonomous Dlstrlct

| FYUP or Two-Year PG";

By H. Srikanth.-

The ﬁrst batch of students”
pursurng the FYUP under
NEHU are now writing therr
‘third-year UG exams. As

‘they indeed became guinéa::

‘pigs in the experiments con< .
“percent: CGPA: ‘may. go fors
- research; bypassrng the PG~

ducted by NEHU authorities.
in collaboratmn with the state.

_governmient and college man- .

-agements. Surmounting all the
problems and difficulties that_
they haid to encounter through ~
no. fault of their own; the .
first batch of students is now °
about to complete their third-

. year of FYUP. Students who
complete ‘a three-year degree -

with  one major and ‘secure
120 credits have the option to
“discontinue with a three-year .-
'degree pursue the fourth~
“year of FYUP for an Honors"
degree, or opt for a traditional

two-year. postgraduate pro- .
‘gram:at NEHU. This" article*,

helps undergraduate: students -
:understand their prrontres and i
make their choices.- :
. For students: asp1rmg tox
secure-a valid degrec-that -
‘enables’ them to appedr for.-
most: competitive. exams for:
central and state service jobs,
‘athree-year degree is enough.
Those who aspire to become
_school teachers or' lawyers ..

‘can join.B.Ed. or LLB. after

athree-year degree. They may -
pursug short-term - «coaching
to enhance skills necessary in’

therr respective fields. Learn-

Ang Al or computer- ‘courses’
helps Some papers or'topics -
taught in the PG or fourth-

“year FYUP may also help in**

competitive exams. For that",
purpose; there is'no- need to:
pursue ‘postgraduate studies; -
‘The students can study thosef
specific: top1cs and papers_o
thelr own.: : :

* Those keen on competrng
for All India.Civil Service
Exams or. interested 'in pur-4
suing’an academic.career:in .
‘higher ediication: institutions ;

‘may opt for the fourth year of .

EYUP or join the traditional ;.
two=year PG program offered
by NEHU or other known: -
“universitiés. ‘The fourth-ye
under: FYUP s somethmg
.new that the university is.
‘experimenting with. Only
those who. have completed .
the thrrd-year degree without .
‘backlogs become: eligible to -
pursue the fourth-year under’

{FYUP. In the fourth-year, o

the students will study ten'-

-advanced courses to get. an’

‘Honours Degreg, or do seven

‘advanced ‘courses:and one’ -

idissertation to get an Honors
Research Degree, Although'
'NEHU has gone for FYUP, "
‘several college-managements
have-realized: that they do-
not have the infrastructure or'-
human resources-to run the::
fourth-year under FYUP. They~
‘have made the right decision

:not to offer-the fourth-year -

courses. Consequently, only.”

.| select UG colleges in'the state -

“will run the fourth—year FYUP.:.

Since the fourth year involves -
;|-advanced courses unfamiliar -
t0°UG college teachers,: the
-{ Academic Council suggested ...
‘that ‘colleges offering the"

fourth year should appoint
‘two additional teachers Such
colleges should acquire books .
and study materials for. their”.
libraries’ and improve- lab
facilities' for the* students.

‘Furthermore;: UG colleges
‘aspiring-to- offer-Honours
- with Research Degrees'should

have at least two teachers with-

Ph.D:degrees ‘in. the con-:
«cerned department. Without -

fulfilling these requirements; -

‘the UG colleges cannot offer

the Honors degree programs

‘under FYUP, ~

- It makes’ no sense to jom

‘the fourth year of FYUP-in~

UG colleges that have limited -

infrastructure and inadequate -
‘teachers. :After obtaining a -
.three-year degree, students.

have the option to choose
good colleges ‘with better"
infrastructure and faculty to .
offer the fourth-year FYUP:
However, students should be’

prepared to- pay an, enhanced °

fee and ‘experience teething
problems, as- these colleges

are offering the courses for -

the first time. As of today, no -
government in the country:

‘has 'stipulated a four-year.-
:Honours degree as' minimum
| eligibility for appearing in - ;oljepes offering traditional

‘any competitive exams. Still; PG programs may ‘consider’:

-doing advanced: courses. may ..

help improve knowledge.in..

UG colleges have the.infra- =

‘structure and enough faculty.

Still, domg advanced cotirses -
may help improve knowledge
1n the dlSClpllne, provrded the .

.- whether those completing an :;

“been: no fresh recruitments:

- sion. Students should join the -
"FYUP fully aware of the pros,

: ystem :

e, the best option for the ™
UG students who, complete

“for. they -study the same syl-
+labus taught to-the students
- of the first year PG program

“in’NEHU or in’its. affiliated -

~UG colleges have the mfra 3

: structure and enough faculty, -

.According'toNEP 2020,

-one.who: getS_an Honours‘ ,
. degree may go {6t a one-year:

. PG degree. It even says that .
those . who.secuie over-75 -

program altogether Although
this:looks ‘good on-paper,
there is little possibility of a .
ione-year PG program ‘mate-
‘rializing soon. Few reputed
*public universitiés have gone -
“for.one-year PG. It is.not -

“clear.whether the’ ‘govern-

S

ment expects the universities '

“to- give up the two-year PG.

degree program and run only
one-year PG programs, or the::

NEP expects all:the universi=-" -

- ties to tun-both two-year and:’
‘one-year PG programs.: Run—
" ning two parallel PG programs ..

~+requires-additional financial; -

allocation  for the’ universi-=+ -
. ties whrch also’ necessrtates
recruiting additional faculty. -

*The financial allocation by the.-
" governments-both central'and -
_ state~for higher ediication has
drastically reduced in recent:”

¢ decades, Many PG programs

"in-yniversities are run with ™

temporary faculty The qual-f Ene
~ity of PG: programs ‘drasti-. j
“cally-declines if universities " * :

- are asked fo run two or three

” streams of PG programs with

the  same infrastructure and -
faculty. Further; it is not clear

~Honours: degree will have a:

: separate: CUET  to’ enter the
 one-year PG

At present, NEHU is gomg
“.through a crisis period. Apart /.
from the financial crunch, -

- "NEHU is facing problems »
- because of the absence of 2’
v regular, functional Vice-Chan-~ " - =

cellor. Many senior teach- -
~‘ers and non- -teaching - stafl
‘have Tetired, but-there have -

;Some- departments are ‘run<-’
-ning with five or six’ teachers,
- and some have €ven’ fewer.
Because of the research com-.

: ponent which ‘has. become
,compulsory, the teachers in -

. ’some departments are gurdmg
-around ten PG dissertations
.in the second year.of PG. If
NEHU is to offer a one-year:
‘PG alongside traditional PG :
program, then.the quality. of
PG will drastrcally\ decline
The students may secure a PG ~
" degree, but they will not have. -
-~ any market value, The, teach-.
ers, overloaded ‘with' teach-
‘ing responsibilities, neglect”
research and publlcatlons, 7
“"bringing down the ‘university "
- ranking further. Individuals

~rooting for.a one-year PG .’

“should be aware'of the ground ot

"situation, and not force the "
universjty totakea hasty deci<-

~and cons of this stlll evolvrng d

‘Under these clrcurnstan

the: three-year degree. isto .~
* compete for, traditional ‘two-:

public universities in India.

Those who cannot afford to:
" study in better universities '

outside the region, may-seek

_ admission in traditional PG- L
‘program offered by NEHU in" .-~
. its campuses or in select affili-- . :

-ated colleges. Thereis nothing ;.. *

- special that the fourth-year of
FYUP. offers to the students,

offered by NEHU. -

.- Compared to the colleges,
~ NEHU has more’qualified
-teachers -and better, lrbrary
- and laboratory facilities than .
" the UG colleges in.the state.”
“Teachers in NEHU and af-"

‘filiated PG colleges aré better :

equipped to teach and guide -

- join:the traditional PG. pro-- "
gram; they don’t need’to
worty about the one-year PG.’
.They don’t need to change the .-
. institutions to complete: their ..
PG. Given these advantages, 7
/NEHU students should first’~

try to gain admission into-
" the University's two-year PG
program. Only those students”
who:fail to secure admission

joining the fourth-year FYUP:

It's imperative that stu-
dents ‘understand the pros.-

and-cons of different options, & .

- discuss with their teachers and
parents, and take. approprrate
decision.

atic languages. Genetically,

A B ,(

becomes difficult because it .-}

 and organizations in the state £

“year PG program. offered . .*
by NEHU or other reputed :

“research. Once the students' =" |

P . ‘in some good UG colleges. - if
‘the. discipline, ‘provided the- -
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- Coal Mlmng Advocates

IT is ironic that the only legacy the outgomg Rajya

v i;j' Sabha' member WR Kharlukhi will leave is to ad-
~'vocate for- hftlng the ban on ‘coal mining ostensrbly

* because too many people depend on rat hole mining -

‘ : . :for their hvellhoods He could add that 1t is also thei
T easwst way- for sharks toearn money by sendrng.

rmgrant workers to negotlate those dangerous mines:
and. if their tuck fajls, they are destined to'die inside

- - those very mines. 'No questions are asked and no one’

-_ispenalized for causing such inhuman deaths inside a
“ mine. The irony is doubled because on the very same
day’ that Kharlukhi pleaded for reopenmg mines; the
* dead body ofa 41 year old man was retrieved from an
- abandoned mine by the State Disaster Relief Force
: "*"(SDRF) The man had gone to fetch water from the

' ‘«-;abandoned mine when he fell in and 1t took 8 days

* to retrieve his. body . :
L Now this is’ where the rat hole mlnmg busrness'
: gets comphcated Inthe many years Kharlukhi was a
- Rajya Sabha member he never once approached the
: ‘Mrnrstry of Mining: and Geology to assist-the state
in reclalmlng ‘the abandoned mines which pose a,
. pastand present danger Accordmg to the Centre for
~ Science and Environment there are about 25,000to { .
26,000 abandoned and unscientific rat hole mines in
sMeghalaya of wh1ch about 22,000 are in East Jaintia

i ;
J

‘yl‘hi‘lells Since the 1980s when PA Sangma was Chief
. Minister he’ had broached the' topic of reclalmmg

: - these abandoned mines because they poseda danger.
~The then Chlef Secretary, KK Sinha had broached ‘
- the subject with the central ministries but nothing

-,happened After that the matter was forgotten: People
_continued to die msrde these rat hole mines which

*is why the National Green Tribunal banned rat hole
g m1n1ng until safety measures are in place. ~ -

: Those ‘who' propose lifting the ban on rat-hole
T m1n1ng should have.a bluepnnt for safety of min-

. ‘ers.:In fact, civil society groups from: Meghalaya

e should approach the courts on the need for the state

10 create a reclamation plan whereby all the 25,000

iy mines are filled up and reforested. Until that plan s
\ 'r,irmplemented in letter and $pirit merely llftmg the

""’,’!ban ‘on rat hole mining to. allow a few influential
- politicians to get their kickbacks from the trade-off,.
- “should not be allowed to- happen. If the people of :

| ,Meghalaya cannot take respons1b111ty for.the resus-

.. cifation of nature they are-héaded towards a ma_]or
-~ environmeéntal catastrophe Death iniside a coal mines
“happen because miners are drggmg honzontally for
" ‘coal and suddenly they hit an abandoned mine that
- is flooded. The water then enters the active mine
" and before the miners can exit,. they are- sucked
- in the floodwaters and die inside. It takes a while
. before they are found. This happened in the Ksan
. Mining Tragedy that claimed 15 lives in Decemiber
- 2018. That these politicians from Meghalaya cannot
 think beyorid the immediate profit and have not an

. iota of .care or respon51b111ty for the environment

~ SC Legalises
* Prostitution,

2 ‘the bud. -

- Letters to the Editor

o -V‘fN0t Brothels

5 Edrtor

" Ina landrrlark rulmg the

:”'f‘*Supreme Court has-said

' that-adult. girls. engaging in

*“prostitution is not illegal}

- -and they must not be raided;"
“victimized or harassed. The

S -Supreme Court held the view,.

- that. consenting adult sex is.

‘legal and such people have

“In our country. sexual act is

5 considered a taboo and even

"+ talking about it is considered
" unpleasant. Sex is a biologi- -
+ cal need and people must not
" be prevented from engaging .
- in‘consensual sex. Too much -
=~ control and restrictions on _
havrng sex leads to sexual
- - crimes. Voluntary prostitu-
L Ctionis legal but: running 3. =

brothel is illegal. Running

i ‘prostitution, it has its nega-

O O]

. tiveside as well. With the:
"~ backing of this ruling, adults

“the right to do so. This ruling
- underscores people’s right to
. engage-in consensual sex.

~ has been proved times without number. The Wah-
- } Lukha poisoned through acid mine dra1nage has not
‘ healed and no onie cares. This is where the law must
e take its course and human greed must be mpped in

oL

Yours etc., - .
Venu GS

Kollam

Streamhmng
Ahmony for
Daughters

Edltor :
<" As the name goes Socral

“Justrce which' is-implied..
in-the-names-of the\two.

ministries namely the Min-

istry of ‘Social Justice and

Empowerment and Ministry

.of Law and Justice, it would

be apt if the support for the
daughter(s) by:the father
who is divorced from his

wife to be up to 23 years:

‘By doing so, Justice and

Equality is achieved for the

“males of India as enshrined

“,a'brothel'may: cause human -

- trafficking; coercion:and:
. other atrocities.' Although

..~ the Supremé Court has given:
~'such-a’ judgement on adult -

»in the Preamble and in the.

Fundamental Rights to the

.-Indian Constitution. :
» . The suggested and propo-
" sitioned 23 years is'a 5-year

age relaxation in alimony for
daughter(s) when compared

-to-the ahmony for: son(s) -
~which is 18 years. 23 years

is ‘also the ‘age which-the

k daughter(s) will finish- ba~<

-and ‘under- aged - girls ‘may

L+'be dragged into ‘'the flesh.:
trade and_they may end up
.- in brothels. There is a'like-
* lihood -of misusing: suchia -
- ruling’and prostitution may"
. flourish: leading ‘to ‘health.-
-“’Hazards and other soc1al
" problems. W

< si¢ fundamental bachelor’s -
graduation degree. Thus, a~

“Cut Off Age” of 23 years
should be set up for: which

“the daughter(s) by then, .

should have finished the

‘critical Bachelor’s. degree:
~ should she decide to pursue-
- her:studies. Should she quit ;
-5 her studres mld-way, the sup- -

~port will be the same which -

ucatlon System in Indla

= | Temporal” Analysrs and
I'Policy Roadmap For Qual-
ity-Enhancement’ by NITI -
-Aayog has' made unwanted

‘headlings’ for-the' state by -

revealing that Meghalaya
is one of the states with the -

highest. dropout rates-in the' *
_country. In fact, even indica-
tors that may seem positive -

at first glance hide signs of

-deeper problems ‘affecting

the education system. For

example, consider the Gross -

Enrolment Ratio, or GER,
which is a statistical metric

-used in education to méasure .

the total number. of students

enrolled in a specific level .
‘of education (e.g:, primary,
secondary, or tertiary) as

a percentage-of the .total

‘|- population in the official age -

group corresponding to that’
level. 1t is desirable that the

“GER is as close to 100 as
possrble, which indicates that .

most children in the relevant

“age group are enrplled.in -

school. In-this, Meghalaya
has performed very well.

higher than the national-av-
erage of 90.0%.Int fact, aver
the past deécade; Meghalaya:

-reported-one. of the highest
mcreases in" primary GER
— 141.69% t0:180.7%. The .

same can be 'seen in upper
primary :GER, where the-

state is again one of the high- ~ -
-est in the' country - 115.6%:
.Srmrlarly, durmg the last de-
cade, the state isagain among

those ‘recording the highest
increases ‘in the:country: —

from 98.59% to 115.6%. So, -

these may. appear to be very.

positive- statistics showing
that many more children -

are enrollmg in primary and

upper primary education -
‘compared to other states in

the country. However; the -
‘unusually high numbers must -

be,properly understood. .

"The almost double num--
'ber of students in’ primary :

classes, and the slightly low-

ér but ‘still hlgher number .
‘in upper primary classes, :

compared to their. official
population, could. actually
mean that many students
are oldér than the required.
age group (having enrolled

‘quite late), are under-age,

or-have repeated grades. -
The Right to:Education'Act,

2009, prohibits the detention .

of children until they com-~

plete elementary: education, :

i.e.;.Class VIII. However,
the Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Educatron

:(Second Amendment). Bill,

2017, amended. this provi-
sion to.state that a regular

examination will be held in -

erment”. If the daughter(s)
want to extenuate their de-

/ -gree by pursing ‘a; Master’s

or especially her PhD, then

¢ the fathershould not be man-
* datorily obligated by lawto-
. support the daughter(s) since:
it is the daughter(s) personal -
' “ambition. Moreover, there

-are various sorts of cen-
tral:and state scholarships

" to support the daughter(s) -

especially for a doctoral
‘degree.. Graduation- degree

is the degree where a person-
. can get 90% of private jobs,.

state and central government
jobs including Civil Services
Exams should the person(s)
pass these exams, -~
-Consider this fact, in rural

areas or in poor, families of ,
both rural and urban areas-

where parents are either
farmers or daily: labourers
-living from hand to mouth,

* no support is given by the

father to mother and her chil-
“dren or their many children

.-when they have.separated
.for good or when the father -

‘has fled away especially
‘in cases of co-habitation

~which is very common in’

poor families especially in:
- rural areas. And even when.

they are married.in a low:

“key manner, they cannot
afford -a-lawyer for divorce

nor can the mother file a case

for child support. There is a

““huge.percentage of fathers

:who do not pay child support

*-in India which is why there-
is'so much poverty amongst

~the urban poor- and more

In 2024-25, primary GER
was the highest in Meghalaya -
(180.7%) which is' much -~

is 23 years in the public
- interest of “Women Empow-

“end of every academic year.:
- According to it, if a _child

fails the examination, he or
she will be given additional .

‘instruction and-allowed to

take a re-examination. If

they fail the re~examination,
the relevant central or state .
government may'decide to

allow schools to detain the

child: Looking at the nums- -
-bers alone, it is not very clear :
why the primary and upper.
- primary GER is so unusually

high. Others, however, might

_argue > that it could also mean

that primary and upper pri-

- mary schools have improved
'51gn1ﬁcantly from the past
"and, therefore, enrolment °
_in these categories has also

improved. This could be due

to 1mprovements in infra~

‘structure, services, or bétter
- school coverage, which may -
" be attracting’ older children -

to re_]om classes. The same

*‘argument can be made for

the secondary- level GER
(86:2%). Though it is not as

high as that of some other.
states, it is higher than the -
national average of 78.7%.

Over the last decade, this -

indicator has also increased
from-70.62%, which was
actually very.close to the-
national average, making the
increase one of the hlghest n

"the country.’,

So, when one looks at

© primary, upper primary and

secondary educatlon, the sta-

tistics are moving in the right

direction, Though it has not

‘achieved near-universal cov-
.erage in secondary education, -

the numbers are improving in
the right diréction. There-

“fore, the situation appears -
to be: quite positive at these -

levels. The only issue lies at

the higher secondary level.
The national average GER -

at the higher secondary level'

is 58.4%. Meghalaya has the |

second-lowest rate (39.7%)

in-the country, sandwiched

bétween Bihar (38.1%)-and
. Nagaland (39.8%). The only

positive aspéct is that, unlike -
-some states, the higher, sec--
~ondary GER has”improved
-~ over the last decade; when it

" was just over 30%. So, even °
“here there is some-positive
“news, buta lot more can stlll :

be done.

. But the biggest problem
the state is facing is in terms
of retention and continuity,
i.e., how many students are

rable to stay and progress
through each stage. In gen-

eral, there is a consistent

°. decline in transition rates as

- students advance through .

. successive stages of school- -
mg At the natlonal level ’

“so in rural areas. At least .

‘here in this case which.] am
“proposing, the fathér who is

either a salaried person or -
“-a businessman is actually
_paying for child support. ,
~What I'am simply doing

here is-making the case for

- paying alimony to support

the daughter should be up to
23 years. ..

" As per the current un_]us-
tified law, the father has to

support. the daughter(s) till .

the time they get a govern-
‘ment job which is extremely
scarce and hard ¢ome by in
this day and age. or to start
her own business which

s also extremely difficult

to acquire a shop because

. of heavy down payments.

The father will be’ finan-
cially restricted in starting
a new:family since he has

. to .support.the grown-up -

- daughter(s) till she is old if

- the daughter(s) remain unem-
ployed or-unmarried. There -

is no formulated mechanism

in place to ascertain whether -
- the daughter has got a jobor

a non-permanent job or is
married especially when the
father or daughter(s) have
moved to distant-places or

are in a huge city where its
difficult to keep track of:
- them.. Having a cut off age:
" 0of 23 years, negates all these -

complications. This is also
extremely unfair to the father

because he will not be able .

to support the new family.
who will have to look after

- him till the time ofhis death. .~

His new family will face
ﬁnancral hardships since he.

upper primary, the rate- drops

generally true for Meghalaya’

“as well but there is'a concern

specific'to the state. The

15 was 94.51%, which was

~higher than the national av-
~-erage of 89%. This declined

to 75% in 2024-25, while the
national average increased

to 92%: So; the state has re~

gressed while the rest of the
country has improved. Simi-

‘larly, the transition rate from

upper primary to secondary

was.82% in 2014-15, which-
declined to 65% in 2024-25,
an astonishing decline of al-
most 20 percentage points,

**"This decline in the transi-

tionrates from primary to up-

per primary and from upper
primary to secondary could

“very well be due to the fact

that the GER forprimary and

_ upper primary is already very

high, at more than 100%:

Therefore, it could simply be”

the figures correcting them-
selves_at the higher levels..
However, this argument does

secondary. The transition rate

in 2014-15-from sgcondary
‘to higher: secondary was
54%, which was lower than -

the national average of 67%.

‘In 2024-25, this declined

- More Children in School, More Children
Leavmg Meghalaya s Educatlon Paradox

The 2026 ‘School Ed- y

_progress from primary to -

"'to 83.3%-at the secondary -,
level and further to 71.5% at

. the higher secondary-level,
indicating increased attrition
in-the. later years.: This is

‘transition rate from primary -
to upper primary in 2014~

[

- at, 17%, 51gn1ﬁcantly hlgher
By Bhogtor am Mawr 0h 5 v than the natlonal average )
< of 11% o :
<.ClassVandC1assVIII atthe ,whrle 88 8% of students : Itrsherethattheﬁgureson :

“school infrastructure become
- very important. The national

figure for schools with func-
tional electricity in 202425
is 91%, while it is only 28%
in the state, which is a shock-

ing statistic. Schools with-

computer facilities -account
for just 19%, against the

- national average of 64%..

Similar figures are found
for schools ‘with .internet
facilities: 26%'in Meghalaya

“as against 63% at the national

level. The national figure for
smart classrooms is lower, at

-30%, but for the state it is an

abysmal 4%. One can argue

-that such infrastructure is

not always possible in rural
areas. Instead, one must look
at basic infrastructure that .

. all schools, whether mral

“or urban, should possess.’
But even here, the situation
-.is highly alarming. Schools

with functional boys' toilets

« stand at 72%, but this is still

lower than the national-aver-
age 0f 92%. The correspond-
ing figure for girls' toilets is

- a little lower;. at 68%, which -

_not work for the higher lev- -
“els, i.e.; secondary and higher

is again less than the national .
average of 94%. Over the
last decade,. infrastructure
has improved, but the figures

Temain below the national

average. So, the argument
that the -high GER for pri-
mary-and upper primary is
due to improved infrastruc-
ture does not seem entirely
convincing. Instead, given
the  continuing deficiencies

- in school -infrastructure, it

to 47%, while the national -

-average increased to- 75%.

So, the’situation has actu-
ally regressed when it comes

‘to retention and continuity

of students, especially: as.

they move to higher classes.

-Many students: leave the
education system rather than. .

continue to hrgher Jevels of

"schoohng This is reflected
-in the dropout patterns.
T 2024-25, 22 states'and -

Union' Territories reported

rates, which is réflected in

 the national average of just
*0.3%. However, some states
‘continue to face challeng-.
es, . with. Mizoram (10. 8%)‘

"is possible that part of the
,unusually high GER 'is due
- to*older: children remaining

in or re-entering the school -

system, which casts a ques--

tion: mark over some of the
positive’ statistics that the

~'state has. -

All of this makes it very
clear that the education sec-

* tor in the state is indeed in'a |
- very poor condition.: While- | -
- there has been progress in

certain indicatofs, particu-.

zero or near-zero dropout larly GER, a closer look

.Suggests that these gains

may conceal more funda-

_mental challenges “What is

undeniable, however, is the

"high dropout rate, which

“could indicate’that the in--

reporting the highest in-

. cidence, followed-by. Ar-.

unachal Pradesh (4.8%), and-.

rate for upper primary is

a little higher at 3.5%; but

Meghalaya’s rate is more

Similarly, the dropout rate

at the secondary level stands -

‘ Meghalaya (4.2%). The rate
~worsens for Meghalaya as-
- one moves up the education-

ladder. The national dropout.

‘than double that at over 7%. -

will not be able to give the

best for his- children from
another wife in all spheres

of their lives. And ifhe hasa -

third wife should his second

-wife also choose to divorce.

him., then the father will be

_at a severe financial disad-

vantage. He will become an - imen
". to the deterioration of the

- .emotional wreck and will

surely have severe mental

health problems, ‘irrespec-

tive of whether he is a daily -

Off ‘Age” for daughter(s)

the world that when the par-

* ents are divorced, in 90% of

the cases, the mother always

" gets full custody of the chil-

- which severely lacks justice -
“and equality and must be
~ changed immediately. =~ ~

We have seen throughout ~encourages female feticide

dren since the law is tilted .

lopsidedly towards women

leaving the father with no-

one to look after him and

the father having to start his

frastructure is not sufficient

to accommodate students or
that there is a loss of hope"
regarding the prospects:of

* higher education. Both pos-
. sibilities are-troubling and.

need to be addressed.
(Thé-views expressed in

‘the article are those of the

author.and do not reflect in

- any way his affiliation to any

orgamsatzon or tnstttutton)

and Fundamental rights to
the Indian Constitution of -

~Justice and’ Equality are

strictly followed which this -

“archaic’ Alimony: Law for

daughter(s) does not follow -
at all: This current Alimony
Law for Daughters promotes
financial detriment and adds

physical, méntal, emotional
and psychological wellbe-
ing of divorced or separated

wage earner, salaried person . fathers. This Law-has been

" or businessman. As per cur-
rent law, there is no “Cut - .

"“a cause of great aggravation

to the fathers and serves asa
deterrence for future modern
male fathers to start a fam-
ily in our, beloved nation of

India.

_This Law also mdrrectly

because of the lack of a cut
off year of 23 .years ‘sup-
port for daughter(s). This

- Law miust be absolutely and
. fundamentally changed this -

" 'year by.thesé two ministries -

life all over agam withanew"

" family. This is more glaring

in-a matrilineal state like

* Meghalaya. In the interest

of “Justice” by the Ministries

and Justice, this decadent

and be passed by the Union.

:Cabinet, both the Union.

Legislatures and finally as-

sented to by the President

" this year. The time has come

“of Social Justice and Law -

extremely-unfavorable law

must be immediately amend-

‘ed so that these Ministries -

live up to their names. -
- The Ministries of So-

.cial Justice and Empower-
- 'ment and Ministry of Law-
. & Justice ‘should act in a -
synchronized manner and
_as a-single cohesive unit to

make sure that the Preamble.

for reforms and changes. Af-
ter Amendment, the Hindu

" Adoption and Maintenance

Act, 1956 should bé ex-

panded to all religions and

shoiild not be specificto any
relrgron in India.

" Yours etc.,

o MelarborLThabah,

Via email

‘| the views of the writers/
authors and not that of]:

~ Articles and letters ap-
pearing on. this page are

The Shillong Times -~ -

 Meghalaya’s Health
Report Card: Cause for -
Hope, Cause for Alarm :

.- Dr Tiken Das. -

chronic undemutrition and

" The sixth: Natlonal Fam- .
ily Health Survey reveals'a’
‘state that has made genuine
strides | in.child survival and -
maternal care:— but wheré °

gaps in institutional deliv-"

reckoning -

Based on NFHS-6 (2023
24), published 29 May 2026,

Ministry of Health and Fam-

ily Weifare, Government.

of India [ Compared with

‘NFHS-5 (2019-21) .- -
When India’s sixth Na-

tional Family Health Survey .

| was published last Friday, '

the national- headlines  fo- .

cused: on rising caesarean

i

section rates and a slowing”
fertility decline. For Me-.
ghalaya, the more-urgent .

task is to read what the data

say about our own state' —

plainly and withiout deflec- |
‘tion. The verdict is mixed:

real progress in some areas
that matter; and 'a stubborn,

worsening crisis in others-

that no government scheme

has yet managed to fix.
‘What Meghalaya Has

Achieved sy

The good news is genu-‘

| ine. Institutional births —
deliveries in a hospital or.
health facility ~— rose from
58.1% in NFHS-5 10 65.6% -
-in NFHS-6, a gain of 7.5,
_percentage points in-four . L
+ stands at just.70.9% against .-

years. This remains well

short of the national average .

of 90.6%, and‘far behind’y

.is wotse than Brhare astate} -
-this newspaper would notor-""- "= =
. dinarily wish to be compared -~ -

unfavourably with. Kerala, ;-
which has largely solved . .
its child: nutrltlon crisis, .

,_,records stuntmg at 20 1%. .
ery demand urgent, honest_ ;

Meghalaya is not converg., S

ing toward Kerala; it-is still
“closer to the bottom. .~ = ™

The dietary data explams
“-why-the stunting numbers

refuse to move fast enough. = - ;

Only 18.9% of children .

aged'6-23 months in Me- s
ghalaya receive an adequate = "

diet — diverse,. frequent,
and nutritionally sufficient. "+
Strikingly, this isafall from™ ;0

28.5% in NFHS-5. Thou- "~ . .
sands of anganwadi Centres .

- distribute supplenrentary .

rations across the state. But .~

“rations.are not nourishment.

The survey tells us that food - o
is ‘not reaching children-in. - -

- the right form or at the right
frequency. That is-a failure

of implementation, not of =~

[intent, and it must be named -

as such, Wasting — acute’ '~

gerously thin for their height

~undernutrition, children dan- |

—hasedgedup from 12.1% - .-

10 13.2%, and severe wasting "~

has risen from 4.7%10 6. 2%.

. These' figures point to ‘an *
acute nutritional emergency .
unfolding quietly in rural . -

- households. Meanwhile,

skilled ‘birth attendance -

anational average of 91.3%.

Perhaps the most strzkmg

zmprovement is'in gender—based

* violence. The proportzon of ever—marrled

‘women who reported experzenczng spousal
vzolence fell ﬁ'om 15.0% in NFHS-5 .
to 5. 9/ in NFHS-6 — a significant shzft

acknowledgement Where Meghalaya
s Fazlzng Its Chtldren

'Kerala or Andhra Pradesh

which have achieved near-

umversal institutional de-"

livery. But the direction is
right, and the pace of change
1s encouraging. -

- Full vaccination coverage
among children” aged 12—
23 ‘months improved from

Mission Indradhanush. The

second dose of the measles:

vaccine, historically weak

in Meghalaya, leapt from .

25 9% to 60.0%. Rotav1rus; .‘ age of 27.2%. Compared tO N

-Telangana at 62.2% or Sik-

vaccmatron, at Just 4.1%

-64.0% t0.75.3% — an 11-
point gain driven largely by -

in NFHS-5, now stands at .

77.2%. These are public

health victories. The preva-
lence of diarrhoea in under-

five children fell sharply
from 10.4% to 3.6%, and

acute resprratory infection

symptoms dropped from: .

4.8% to 1.0%. Child mar-

riage among women aged -

20-24 years has declined
from 16.9% to 13.8%, and

-adolescent pregnancy fell

from 7.2%t0 4.6%. .
Perhaps the most striking

improvement. is in gender- -

based violence. The propor-

tion of ever-married women ™

who reported experiencing

-spousal violence fell from .

15.0% in NFHS-5 to 5.9%

in' NFHS-6 — a significant
shift, even if the absolute

figure remains- unaccept-

able. These gains represent
years of programme delivery
reaching communities that
were previously unreached,
and they deserve acknowl-

edgement. Where Meghalaya’

Is Failing Its Children.“One

in three children under five’
in Meghalaya is chronically
stunted — a:figure worse .

than the national average of -

29.3%, and v worse than Blhar

sat35.6%.”

: Meghalaya’s child stunt-
ing rate stands at 36.8%
in NFHS-6 — down from

46.5% in NFHS-5, a 10-
point fall that is real. But

36.8% means more than one

in three children under five .

is too short for their age due
to chronic undernutrition.

That figure is worse than the .-

national average 0£29.3%. It

ffour in ten mothers strll o
- deliver without skilled as- "~ "*

even lf the absolute ﬁgure remains unaccept~- ol
able. T hese gazns represent years of pro- - - :
gramme dehvery reaching commumtzes thatlf v
were prevzously unreached, and they deserve_‘ : '{ -

In rural Meghalaya,'nearly B

rrrrr

.......

sistance — the background .-~ !
condition against which"
- preventable maternal and "
newborn deaths contlnuef' o

'to occur.

What the Numbers
* Demand -

suring until it is read care-

fully. Meghalaya’s caesarean

section rate of 6.4% is the

One figure appears reas-

lowest in northeast India and

far below the national aver-

kim at 51.1%, this seems vir-

“tuous. But a low C-section’

rate is not automatically:.

~-good. Given that institution- . - < e
" al births cover only 65.6%
.of deliveries and skilled -

attendance only 70.9%, the
low figure may partly reflect .
limited access to emergency -~

obstetric surgery rather than

clinical appropriateness. The -

WHO’s recommended range -
of 10-15% is a floor as much _

as a ceiling.

“The, NFHS 6 data are a’ |

mirror, not a programime.

‘What Meghalaya sees in that
mirror is a state making real

gains on vaccination, child
" marriage, domestic violence,

and facility delivery — gains
that must be protected. It

- also sees a state where one . ..
.in three children is stunted, - -
" where infant dietary quality =

is falling, and where rura}l -

mothers remain far from safe

are ‘known:. behaviour-fo-

- cused nutrition counselling,
‘not just ration distribution; -

‘obstetric care. The solutions- . -~

accelerated staffing of rural -
delivery facilities; and hon- *

“est accountability. for front-

line health workers against

measurablée outcomes. What
‘is needed is the political will
to treat child undemutrition - ..

as the central public health . e
emergency it'is — not a -’

Professor of Economics, Na-

-gaon Unzverszty Assam).

e )

- C
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‘residual welfare problemto " - I
. be managed, but a crisis to PR
i beended :

(The author is Health e
“Economlst and Assistant- .




e explorted this situation’ to its best advantage.
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Mrffed Mamata
- POLITICS in West Bengal is getting curiouser. Ma-
‘mata Baner]ee who called all the shots in Bengal'
. pO]lthS for the past:several years. and ‘with three
jficonsecutive terms in power, has been badly mauled
- in ‘the’ assembly polls ‘The victorious BJP, which |
5 formed the- government is not satrsﬁed with grab-
. bmg power in the state. It is bent on decimating the
. Trinamool Congress, and by extension Banerjee by
»'encouragrng a vertical split and more tumult in the
‘regional party. Much to Banerjees shock, a rebel
~faction leader walked away. with sufficient MLAs
~_from the TMC to claim the Leader of Opposition
- status in the:assembly: Indications -are that more
. than half of the Trinamool MPs’in parliament are
already set for' a: break-up with the parent party and
~“bent on joining.the BJP. More might follow. The
- party, whrch aggress1ver “fought” the Centre, is

¥ Whatled Barerjee to such @ predrcament is worth

a deep study but the fact'is also that a strong anti-
mcumbency sentiment ran through the present round
~ of assembly- polls across three states. Assam and
< Puducherry proved to be different. Regional satraps
' hke MK Stalin in Tamil Nadu and Pinarayi Vijayan'

~in. Kerala had to concede defeat. Like Banerjee;
Stalm also faced personal defeat in his assembly
constrtuency Voters bundled out incumbent govern-
“ments and their leaders lock, stock, and barrel with

’ “vengeance and rare. Arenzy. Yet, the undoing of both
- Banerjee and Stalin was their dynastic twist. One

kept her nephew on her side and Stalin, his son. The
-same thing happened to two other régional satraps,
Mulayam Singh in Uttar Pradesh-and Lalu Prasad

- iri Bihar; not to mention the everitual disintegration.

of the Thackeray family enterpnse the Shiv Sena,

r in.Mahatashtra. Such trends hurt patty cohesion
~ and lower the morale of party workers. People saw

through these satraps’ games, thereby remforcrng

the strength of democracy. -

-

‘Mamata Banerjee has no way lett now other than
to try and rally forces with two other political forces
she decimated in the state in the past —the Congress
_and the CPIM. She broke ranks with the Congress

’l and formed the TMC turmng the tricolour party in

Bengal into a non-éntity, She went on to grab power

-~ and decimate the CPIM later. Now, with the BJP be- -
ing the lead force in' Bengal and Suvendu Adhikari
as Chief Minister doing his best to finish off his'

. former. political boss, Banerjee at age.71 may not

. necessarrly have the energy to champion her causes
_thé way she did in the past. Rebuilding her party is

. ~ in itselfa difficult task considering the kinetic force
. withwhich the TMC rank and file is deserting her at.
i this critical juncture. Allylng with. the Congress or

. the CPIM at this juncture is futile and it depends on
‘whether the Congress will accept Mamata undet the
" present circumstances. One after another, these par-
~ ties took Bengal to its socral -cultural and economic
depths Bengal is where an overdose of political ag-
. gressiveness undercut the state’s progress. The BJP

s Letters to the Editor.s

- Rethinking

- how blind
s1ngers earn a
llvmg in our
: market

;‘;:Edltor, K

sound amplifier a'bow! at

- begging:"

_ing heat, incessant rain and

. first sees them as a beggar

fee
o1 sometrmes wonder who

- formers to perform in these’

.»Every: day in: Pohce Ba-~
‘zar We see blind singers",
sit by the nearby stalls or

- the.bazar corners, mic-in
“hand, a blue-tooth connected

- rushing, crowds, the public

‘ora nuisance, and second as./

_+,-a musician. That perception
" .- decides.the payment: pity-*
" money mstead of an artrst s

. promotes these blind per-:

" ‘areas?-Is it an organisation -
- or an individual looking
for-quick earnings with the
“*help of these blind singers?
" “Are these singers paid well,

- fed and Tooked after or are -
they just left to fend for-:
- themselves- after their stint .’
evetyday" Often, I have - :
‘seenthese singers walk back- i
to. their destinations in the
“evenings, each holding the
++ shoulder. of the. person in .-
" front.. If organizations are

: Arnvolved in.making: them "~
- -perform in designated areas,

are these organizations re¢-’
. ognized by the authorities?- :
“Have their antecedents been‘

checked?
- Many* towns-and cities
" in India I have visited have

- spaces the government main- *

 tains for public programs —
"town halls, cultural centers,

park amphitheaters, and des- -

ignated street-performance -

- corners. These stages were .
built so art could be shared
“with dignity. Moving blind, and a mat. The government

-already owns these for of- -

singers from the market floor

“to:these platforms. changes
{ -three things at once:
~their feet,” Their songs are. - -
often beautiful and soothing.
- People drop a few coins.and ~
-, move. on. The talent is real,
 but the settmg reduces it-to’

Dignity of Work -
On a stage, the-singer is

presented as a performer, not
- a petitioner. The audience. .
- comes to listen, not to donate
-.out of guilt. A-microphone .-
, .The: problem is'not in
) the singing. It is where the
-~ singing happens, When a
* blind artist performs on'a -
. dusty pavement, in the blaz- .-~

and a posted name turn a.

; “beggar” into “Smt. Or Shri
. 'something’, Vocalist.”

_ Better Earnings k
‘Organized shows can sell
tickets, pass a hat at the end,

or be sponsored by local
.. businesses and Government
“cultural funds. A 30:minute -
- set on a Saturday evening at

the town square will collect

-.more than a_full day in the
- market, and it allows mul-
trple artists to share the slot.

< Public Awareness

' When 'the government .

allocates time slots for blind. -

_musicians, it signals that
“disability is not inability.
;Children walking past learn

that music is a profession,
not a plea. This slowly shifts.
the market’s ‘culture from.

-charity to respecti:. . v
. What needs to happen i

Municipal list of venues:

Pubhsh the halls, parks, and .
- weekly. bazaar stages where ;.
approved. artrsts can book a

slot for free..
Slmple reglstratron A

,blmd singer should’ only"_

: »——'Llly Tomlm‘ o
v The: Shlllong Times -~ |

niewtrep National Liberation
‘Council (HNLC) was formed

and about two decades since "

you have been sending press-

| releases to the media stating
your gnevances condemn-
-ing someone’s statements or

"proposing your own set of
prescriptions ‘and injunctions
to the Government or to dif-
ferent pohtlcrans Oflate you
have been going hammer and’
tongs at the Yoice of People
Party " (VPP) and-its Presi-
dent, Ardent Basaiawmoit
whoyou feel is not following

long-held fraditions in the '

appointment of the Syiem

Sohra, after the demise of-
Late Freeman Syiem. One ..

can understand your senti-

ments since you come from "

Khlieh Shnong, Sohra.. But
this article is about another
agenda: That agenda-is to-
request you and your team
'to come overgroundand fight
‘the real battles that ordinary
folks like us are doing all-

the time without coercion’

and intimidation, We don’t
believe subterfuge can push.
any Government to improve
governance. And I am sure
good governance is also what
" you are pushing for, nght?

. Since those traumatic

years of the 1990s you have:

held the people of Khasi-
Jaintia Hills to-ransom. We

canrfot forget how Rajesh- -
Saigal who owned a car spare -

parts store in Police Point,
Laitumkhrah was gunned

down in broad daylight be~" -

cause he did not-respond to

your organization’s extortion
notice. There were several

killings thereafter. Is killing
a human- in cold blood part

of your written agenda? How'

can you and your team live
with such a heavy conscience
as a burden you.can never be

free of? You might not have -
been part of the group then:

but you still carry the weight
.of guilt for all the killings
that happened during that
phase of your. operanons Re-
.member the gunning down
‘of innocent people in Aristo
Store, Malki-Dhanketi. We
had a big gathering at Malki

Ground to condemn that.

“Then there were people who
were kidnapped and whose
bodies weére never found.

targeted. non-tribal busr-
ness houses and individuals.-
Later you did not 'spare the

“jaidbynriew” either. Yét
for decades you have gone-
‘around claiming to love the
jaidbynriew more than other

.need a disability certificate
-and a short audition to get
on the roster. No bnbes, no
- middlemen. -+

Fixed timings: Announce -
“Saturday/Sunday Evenings-
.~ for Special Artists” so the

public knows when to at-

. tend and vendors near the.
venue can: beneﬁt from foot”

traffic. -
Basic equlpment Provrde

amic, one bluetooth speaker,”

“ficial functions.

.-« Link with social Welfare ,
- Connect stage earnings to
existing pension or skill-" -

development schemes so
artists do not lose benefits
by performing.

The voices in our market
- deserve an audience, not
just alms. The government

~has built the stages. We

- only need to open the doors
-and invite the singers up
the steps. When we do, the

market will be quieter, and '

thetown will be richer—not
in coins dropped from. guilt,
but in music’chosen wrth
 respect. REEE

Hope fo see some changes k

, in the future.
. Yoursetc.,
Casper Tariang,

How Prepared

Are We to Face

- “we often take safety seri-
ously only after a tragedy:
"~ occurs. We discuss fire safety

Frre Incrdents :

Edltor, 5 .
. The tragic fire in Dei-
-hi's Malviya Nagar, which

claimed 21 lives, is not just
another news story. It is;a.”.

-warning for all of us. Reports
 suggest that the hotel did not
ave the.required fire clear-

- Déar Bro SamkuparNon- -
gtraw its now 30 years (3.
decades) ‘since the Hyn-"

Vra ema11 .
"~ tragedy on the scalé of the ' -

ances, lacked adequate emer-

& Flght Real Battles

- By Patrtcta Mukhim -

7

organisations.. How can an -

organization that claims to "
work towards eradicating:
corruptron and- dealing out

-~ its owri style of punishment

to rapists etc., even indulge -
in such- r'nerciless killings?-
“This is a'dichotomy that we"
- could never understand then
and we are no wiser today.
What were you all doing

~with the money collected: -

“from different mdlvrduals
-and groups?

- Trecall the case of a busi-
nesswoman who was served
an extortion note from your

-organization and went to
meet the. Home Minister
of Meghalaya (I will not
mention_ his name since I
don’t want to shame him).
to ‘inform him that she was
served an extortion note and
that despite being a Khasis -
she was not spared from
‘extortion. But guess what
_the Home Minister said. He

" "told her.ta negpotiate withs,

if you‘,too .wish‘to change
-the present circumstances
"in Meghalaya you should

come overground and work

“towards a responsrve, clean
govemnance. '

I am not sure what you
are doing at the moment and
_what your sources of income
are. The large majority of
our people are struggling
to survive a hand-to-mouth
existence. Judging from the
tone and tenor of your re-
leases to the media you seem
like an educated guy. For all

‘1 know we might even have

met sometime, somewhere."
Now tell me one thing. The
Naga Peace Talks between
the NSCN (IM) and the
- Government of India (Goly
has been’ going on for 29
«years beginning in 1997.

Some of their leaders are
dead and gone and there is
no sign of the peace talks
ever materialising. You know
better than anyone abgut the*

you guys:dnd pay a certain! . *wiles and guiles of the Gol.

percentage so that she could
continue with her business
and the HNLC with theirs.
That was the level to which
.Meghalaya had sunk then’

—-and the. Goverfiment was a -

lCongress-led one. It just did

not know how to respond to

. the crisi§ or it chose not to.

VThere weré; of course, a few’

"cops who sought to honour
their profession who took:

on you guys. Some lost their

lives in such encounters.

2000° when RG Lyngdoh
“was Home Minister that he

took serious note of the mat-

ter and filed FIRs against
those businesses he learnt’
were regularly funding your
Orgamsatlon "It was when

.the income to the Organisa--

tion dwindled that many

from your ranks chose.to .
come. overground and were

perhaps ehabled by the Gov-
‘ernment then to-start some
self-employment activity.

. Two of your members — Ju--
lius Dorphang and Banteidor -

Lyngdoh - fought and won
elections. Dorphang went
on to commit a crime and is
“serving ajail term under the

: Protection of Children from

Sexual Offences (POCS0Q)

-;Act after being convicted to
In the beginning the HNLC -

serve a2$5 year sentence. It’s
‘paradoxical that a man head-
‘ing the-HNLC-which pun-

2-time MLA of Mawkynrew

. and-was also a minister in‘

the last government, Hence

ency exits, and failed to

ollow basic safety norms. A -

_place where people expected
safety and shelter suddenly
became a death trap. -

As I read about the in-
_cident, I could not help but

.think about our state. We-
have countless:schools, col- -

leges, hostels, hosprtals
hotels, shopping complex-
es, and government offices
where people gather every

day. A fire does not announce
its arrival. It can break out .
anywhere and at any time.’

The question we need to ask
ourselves ig: Are we! really
prepared? - .

This concern is not imagi-

\nary Meghalaya has wit-

~nessed several major firé
incidents over.the years.

The devastating fire at the -
. things, ‘but in a moment of

-Janata Furniture Building in

_Police Bazar highlighted the -
difficulties faced by emer-. -
gency services in congested ©

“areas (The Shillong Times,
~ October '15, 2023). More

recently, the massive fire-
at Goenka Compound left .

around 200 families home-
less (The Shillong Times,
January 17, 2026). Another

(The Shillong Times, May
10, 2026). Thankfully, these
incidents did not result in a

Delhi fire, but they should

* remind_us that we are not
“immune to such disasters.

" What worrie$ me is that

after a fire, road safety after
an- accident, and disaster

preparedness only after lives:

have been lost. By then, it is
usually 1oo late. I sincerely
feel that the concerned de-

_ partments and authorities

-should make fire safety atop
prrorrty Schools, colleges,

- It was only in the year

fire destroyed several road-" " -
side shops at Them Bijoy " . *

You know how street-smart
the National Security Advi-

- sor (NSA) Ajit Doval is. We
 tribals cannot match their
mind-games. So for how .

long are you going to remain

- underground? And what do

yaou seek. to.achieve by op-
erating from some sneaky
space? If you really care for
the jaidbynriew I request you

. to come overground and take

on the politicians you think

- deserve to be exposed.
- The cloak-and- dagger ‘
business that the HNLC is

currently engaged is a worn-
out script. Those who really
care to serve their people
must walk alongside them
and feel their pain. Let’s
hear your suggestions for
improving our educational
status which is now in the
pits. What have you done
as an, Organisation to draw:

- attention to the poor school- -

ing conditions in the rural
hamlets of Méghalaya? Does

it bother you that in Megha- .

laya many more children

are dropping out. of primary -

school than anywhere else in
the country? Does it give you

sleepless nights? Well let me _

tell.you that it bothers many
of us who are trying in our
own way to help assist some
schools. We can’t do much
-as individuals but we are at

least trying.
.-ished raplsts, himselfends up -
- raping aminor. Banteidoris a

Yes, we engage with thej
Government from time to
time about the rapidly dete-
riorating: environment. You
would know that hundreds

“hostels, hotels, hospitals,
commercial establishments,
"and government offices

should undergo regular fire:.

safety audits. Emergency
exits must remain open and
* clearly marked. Fire extin-
guishers, smoke detectors,,
alarm systems,-and other
safety equipment should not
merely be installed to sat-

isfy regulations; they must .
- be maintained and checked.

regularly. Mock drills should
-also become a routine prac-

- tice so that people know
- exactly what to do during an-
* emergency.

After all, preventron is
always better than cure. A
functioning fire extinguisher,
a properly maintained emer-
gency exit, or a timely in-
spection may seem like small

crisis, they can save lives.
Let us not wait for a ma-
jor tragedy in Meghalaya
to teach us this lesson: The
warning signs are already
there. The time to act is’
now. o o
o Yours etc.,
" Jairaj,.
Vla email

. Why Is |
Municipal
Water

Costlier?

Editor,

In - some localities of
Shillong, many families

- wake up each morning wor-

rying , “Will there be enough

water today? Or will the'taps

run dry yet again?” Having
no choice, they call tankers
to meet their daily needs, .

~ The irony is that the
Shillong Municipal Board,

entrusted with public wel- .-

e Come o

1f not thousands of trucks‘

. are carrying away limestone,
boulders and sand to Bangla- .

desh the land that once gave

your organization shelter and.

which is perhaps still shel-
tering.some of. your cadres.
How do you feel watching
your “Mei Mariang” mas-

sacred and plundered by

your own “jaidbynriew?”
Do you ever remind them
that they are destroying this
Mei Ramew (Mother Earth)
and will be leaving behind

~ a barren land for the future

generation?

‘Come on Bro, let's get
real. Stop playing these
games of hide-and-seek, for
you fool no one and frankly,
people are quite tired and
disinterested in your press
releases. The only reason

you are sending those re--

leases is to remind-all of us

* that'the HNLC is still active

and capable of resurrecting
itself. But Bro, what are
you doing about the capture
of land by your own jaid
bynnew to the point of leav-
ing many of our own rural

people landless? Also, there -

is corruption at every level
of governance so why don’t
you come out of hiding and
file RTI complaints against

. so many. wrongdoings? You
_must have read the reports of

the Comptroller and Auditor

" General- (CAG) whrch says
" that there were no utiliza-

tion certificates submitted

for money amounting to Rs'
- 7460 crores spent in 2024,
This means the money was

misutilized and has gone
to-someone’s pocket. Doés
this not trouble you and the
Seng? And what about the
Drawal and Disbursement
Officials (DDOs) who put
the leftover money at the

-end of the financial year into
private bank accounts? Is that -

not stealing? -

" So, you see Bro, there is
a hell of a lot of work to be
done if you can come out
of hiding and do ‘real' work
beyond press releases. The
agenda-less talks with the
government (I am saying

so because the agenda has.

not been publicly spelt out)
are not going to lead. you

- anywhere except the garden

path. It’s time to sweat it out

“and earn your living the hard

way like everyone else is
doing and stop the extortion

 business. Only then will you

prove to be a real “nongieid

: Jaldbynrlew bashisha, ban
-im ka kyrteng, sah ka nam”

(a true patriot whose name

- will live forever). -

fare, charges-Rs. 900 for

1,800 litres of water, while
private suppliers deliver up
10 2,300 litres for Rs. 800.

B Why this huge difference?
For ordinarty households

already burdened by rising
expenses this gap feels un-
fair. Shouldn*t the Municipal

authority be expected to pro--
“vide water for “free?” When

the poor must pay more to

. quench their thirst, it brings
. shame to the Board itself. -

* Many residents often
voice their frustration openly
and ask, “Is it not the re-
sponsibility of the Municipal

. Board to ensure a consistent

supply of water to every

nook and corner of the town?'

Instead of easing’ our hard-
ship, why do they charge
more than private suppli-
ers?” This shows the grow-
ing disappointment of the.
people. They feel completely
1ét down in their most basic
need. Some say when they
call the municipal tanker, it
-shows up only the next day.

*‘But the private supplier ar-

rives promptly.
Therefore, in pubhc in-
terest, I fervently urge the

-~ Shillong Municipal Board
. to tackle this basic problem

with utmost compassion and
fairness. If the people are
parched for want -of water,

“accountability must-rest on

the Municipal Board. It’s

. hightime the public received
-water from the Municipal

without paying a single ru-
pee. -

-~ Yours etc.,

Salil Géwali,

Shillong

Articles and letters ap-
peanng on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of

The Shillong Times -

Ghuspathlya N arratlve |
| & Border Securlty Along -

Indo-Bangladesh Border

By RC Sharma =~~~
Border secumy 1snanonal se- in West Bengal, land for 77,935+
cunt) Treating border securityas ~ km has been handed over to the -
aperfunctory professional domain -/ executmg agency. For the rerhain- -
and linking the Bangladesh bordér -~ ing 378.289 km stretch, the state" .
only with the “GHUSPATHIYA” - government has yet {0 initiate .

‘narrative ignores other pressing

problems along the borders,
thereby underrhining national

land acquisition for 148.971 km, .. -

" “and the land for the remaining

security. Border security is both

a concept and a methodology for

ensuring national security. It en-
compasses and needs integration .
of, human resourcés.with modern
weapon and equipment, obstacle
system, flood lights, towers and -
surveillance devices. Inadequacy

or scarcity of one dilutes the ¢f- -

fectiveness of the other, rendering
the border security ecosystem
vulnerable to exploitation by anti- .
national elements. What's needed

is a balanced approach and fed-

eral cooperation among border
security stakeholders, including
Union and State govérmments,
the border guarding force, and

the local population, Nonchalant -
approach to border security from - *

+ four and half years’ a tiny stretch™
‘of just 9:649 Kms has only been .
fenced in West Bengal. Fencing ...
“work on:77 Kms 1s-ongoing

governments undermines , na- .
tiorial security. Let’s analyze the ~

lndo—Bangladesh ‘border in light
of its strategic importance for
India's North East and ‘internal
security. The Indo-Bangladesh
border is a 4,096.7 km land and
Tiverine border running along the
states of West Bengal (2216.7
Kms), Assam (263 Kms), Me-
ghalaya (443Kms), Tripura (856

-Kms), and Mizoram (443 Kms).
_The land component is plain and
hilly with unfenced gaps, villages

ahead of fence and cultivation up
to zero line all along West Bengal,
Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura
borders with many population:
center’s right on the border.
Riverine component characterizes
char lands, which are unfenced,

with population along the char
areas and cultivation up. to 2ero
line. At many places, it is difficult
to comprehend where India lies

and where Bangladesh is unless °

one spends time in the area and
becomes fully familiar with it.
The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, in response to Rajya Sabha
unstarred question no. 2437 by
Dr Kirori Lal Meena answered
on 17 March 2021 informed that
fence work remains pending in

West Bengal (578.653 Kms), -

Assam (52.983 Kms), Meghalaya
(117.227 Kms), Tripura (61.627
Kms), and Mizoram (162.923

229.318 km is in various stages -

of acquisition. Government data -
paints a grim picture of border

security infrastructure as priority.
Between 2021 and 2025 inabout "

while about 378.289 km remains’
unfenced. - This means border °

“security is more of a political'
punching bag than'a real priority. . -
Neither the Union nor the State -

government showed the desired:

determination to expedite the -~

fencing of feasible stretches. The

* story must be the same for other .-

Northeastern ‘states along the
Indo-Bangladesh border.

Fencing requires managing -

issues that dilute its effective-
ness. The first is management
of - hanilets ahead of fencing in
West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya -
and Tripura. These hamlets pose
risks to border security because .
they:allow easy cross-border

~access for both sides.’ BSF has "

domination protocols ahead of

.fencing but these hamlets and
- Bangladesh villages have easy

~unnoticed access at night and’

*proof to obtain Indian passports. ..
In a nutshell, these hamlets pose ..

- may be used for facilitating. illegal”

immigration, infiltration, cross

Jborder smuggling, espionage,

spying and radicalization. There .
are possibilities that children born - -
in Bangladesh are registered in -

India as born to mothers résiding : -

in these pockets. It is also pos- -
sible that Bangladesh citizens are -
using these hamlets as residential .=~

arisk to border security because .

-residents can be easily arm-

twisted by anti-national elements .-

" to do their bidding. *

Kms). The total unfenced area

is 973.413 Kms which is about
23.76 percent of the total border.
The reasons cited for pending
fence work are difficult terrain,
riverine and marshy land, short
working season, land acquisition
problems, ‘public protests and
objections by Border Guards
Bangladésh (BGB). Government
says that it is regularly monitor:
ing the progress of the fencing
work. Regarding illegal infiltra-
tors caught by the BSF along the
Indo-Bangladesh border from
2016-2020, the numbers are 31
for Assam, 152 for Meghalaya,
429 for Tripura and 4,844 for
West Bengal. Altogether, 5,456
illegal ‘infiltrators were caught

Fencing is‘the antidote to il‘,.‘

Containing illegal immigration,

infiltration, and the smuggling of .~
fake currency, drugs, arms and

ammunition, local merchandise, . -

sand, stone and lime stone smug- -
glmg from river beds. A multi- .-
pronged strategy. is needed to
strengthen border security along:
the Indo-BangIadesh border, -
prioritized by importance. Firstly,
begin the process to fence the -

- feasible gaps by expediting land

acquisition. The non-feasible

.-gaps too need strengthening by

along the Indo-Bangladesh bor- -
der. The Ministry further states -

that there is no accurate estimate
of infiltrators entering the-country
clandestinely. With these figures
emerging officially, one wonders

" habitation along the fence align- -

atthe authenticity of the statement

then Minister of State for Home
Affairs, Prakash Jaiswal in 2004
in Parliament about there being

"12 million illegal Bangladeshis .

in India. Kiren Rijiju, then Min-*
ister of State for Home Affairs,
made a’ statement in Parliament
in 2016 claiming that according-
to -available information, there

were -about 20 million illegal -

immigrants from Bangladesh

.in India; he later retracted this

statement. Even data on Indian

citizenship between 2015-2019

does not reveal anything on il-
legal immigrants, In2015, 14,880
Bangladeshis were granted Indian
citizenship; the figures for 2016,
2017,2018, and 2019 were 39,49,
19, and 25, respectively. Dataand .
statements do not support each
other. One wonders if Ghuspathi-
ya narrative is real or just a politi- -
cal slogan for perception building
for emotional exploitation.

. 'Now let’s analyse the progress
on the border obstacle system,
specifically the fencing, to curb

il

illegal immigration and smug-

gling. Fencing was a political hot
potato during the recently held
West Bengal assembly elections.
In response to Rajya Sabha uns-
tarred question no. 3044, asked
by Shambhu Sharan Patel and
Neeraj Shekher, Nityanand Rai,

"1 Minister of State in Ministry of
Home Affairs, replied on August

20,2025, that out of a total {ength-
of 2216.7,_'Kms ift West Bengal,
1647.696 km is already fenced.
Of the 569.004 km stretch that
remains unfenced, 112.780 km

‘15, non-feasible and 456.224 km'.

is feasible. He further states that

out of the 456.224 km feasible

“(R)BSF)

resorting to situational security.. /-

West Bengal government has

started a three-step process to - -

expedite land acquisition which’ -
should not lose-steam.:In the ™~
process. government transferred .
142.79 acres of land across nine

districts covering about 27 Kms

stretch for border fencing, This -
process needs to be expedited in **
all north Eastern states. Secondly,

we need to enhance our focus on

strengthening existing fencing =
by replacing old fencing which .
is badly rusted in many areas

and poses no, obstacle to illegal .

migrants. Unfenced gaps and

ment, which creates man-made
gaps, Tender the Indo-Bangladesh .
border highly porous due to the :
population ahead of the fence, -
Government's priority must

“be-to relocate the population to -
- deeper areas ahead of the fence
by identifying suitable land for -

this purpose. Expedite land ac-
quisition and fence construction
as the-topmost national security
priority. Stop practice of frequent .

pull out of Border Security Force ..
for elections and internal security .
duties creating repetitive artificial .
porosity in border security. Ad-

- dress non-feasible gaps using -

situational domination protocols. -
Professional analysis of both ar- - -
tificial and natural porosity along -

“ the Indo-Bangladesh border is im- . .
perative and must be the top-most <~

national security priority along. :

the Indo-Bangladesh border. BSF - -

cadre command has ensured ef-

- fective foolproof border security

along the Indo-Bangladesh border
despite monumental constraints,”

Now, the double engine political. = -

drspensatron along the Indo- *

- Bangladesh border must catch

the bull by the horns, expedite -

infrastructure development to . -

contain artificial and natural

‘porosity, and implement human -

tesource reforms to tun the politi- -

‘calthetoric of “GHUSPATHIYA” - -
into reality. The data o such push, -
backs and hand-overs must be in -
the public domain. It is also nec- - *
essary to prioritize and address "+

multiple threats and combat chal-

lenges along the Indo-Bangladesh -

border, rather than treating illegal

* immigration- as the only threat. -
- Action on ground alone will reas- - -
sure the nation that the political *+

dispensation means business; -
(The writer is Commandant
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““One touch of nature makes the whole world kin.”
— William Shakespeare
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World Environment Day and: Beyond
THE annual World Environment Day observance is
over and done with. Hundreds of saplings have been
planted across the state by well-intentioned individu-
als who perhaps genuinely care for the environment.
But it cannot be denied that many are merely fulfill-
ing an obligation as dictated by their orgamsatlons
- and sundry government departments: It is doubtful if
such individuals ever return to'check on the.sapling
they planted, say a few months later, to see if it has
survived the elements or grazing cows and sheep..
Also, it is amusing to note that the environment.
. has been reduced only to greenery as if trees alone
constitute the environment. Very. few stop to think of
. our water bodies which include rivers, streams, lakes
and ponds that lncreasmgly face the onslaught of -
“regressive human behaviour: turning all these water
. bodies into garbage dumps. Humans are supposed to.
be endowed with basic intelligence and the ability
to connect their actions to certain outcomes. How
“does the‘human conscience, with which each pérson

-is endowed, allow humans to become so ruthless as
to porson a living water body?. - L
It is important here to.take a hollstrc view' of the
environment which goes beyond trees; air, and water’
~ but to consider the entire system of 1nterconnected
elements that support and sustain life on this planet.

~Inaholistic sense; the environment includes natural |’

_components such as land, water, air, plants animals,

. and -ecosystems. Lest we forget the environment |

“also includes human-made elements such as cities,
“infrastructure and technology. Then there are- s001al
“and cultural factors which include communities,
. traditions, hfestyles, and human interactions. Last,
““but perhaps not least, are tlie economic and pohtrcal
_systems that determine how resources are extracted
managed and distributed. What we humans seem to’
“miss'is this interconnectedness. The env1ronment is
not separate from humans, On the contrary humans
are an integral part of the environment but a gap in
understanding that aspect is what has turned humans
" into predators: Today humans seé a tree and think
- of timber and the money ‘it would generate. ‘Some
" humans fail to cherish nature's beauty because they
are obsessed with its monetary. value. So'a p1ece of
 hill or mountain is quickly turned into a quarry.or’
‘mine with the land actually gasprng for breath. But
~ humans who turn nature into a business don’t feel the.
- pangs. On June 5, did the Government of Meghalaya
speak about reclalmmg thé abandoned coal mines?
Did anyone stop near:a stone quarry. to-ask how

s - &}-m-muchquarrymg is enough tomaintain an ecological

“'equilibrium in this hilly state which ironically is also
_ trying to sell itself as a destination for eco-tourism?
These glaring dichotomies have to be called out and

o :jaddressed Sadly most of these mines and quarries

- areinrural Meghalaya where villagers are voiceless

o although in the long run their own water bodres and
- even the air they breathe are affected. .

The environment does not exist in 1solatlon When

- ‘'water bodies are polluted they affect hiiman health,
5 ;w1ld11fe and the economy: The burldrngs constructed
oon tiver banks-so that sewage is released. directly

- into’rivers are as damagmg to our entire eco- system

) but humans are past caring. So, World Envrronment
- Day has become a symbolic observance It’s time

. through social media, un-

~ to step back and reﬂect on the 1ntr1nsrc meamng of
: ‘thrs day: - ' o : :

= Letters to the Edito
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> .. Union™ and the accompa-
Verlﬁcatlﬂn nying’:threat'to expose the
Bef()re individual's identity raise "
~.'important questions. Has the
Allegatl()n claim"been 1ndependently
Edrtor S - verified? Has the concerned.
Twriteto eXpress concern :person been. given: an op--

- regarding a social media post -
circulating under the banner*

. portunity to respond? What -

“evidence’exists to support

"ANTOR — U Sangot Kyr---

-~ siewRi," wherein it has been .
ralleged that the Facebook -

account "Ri Pnar Student's
‘Union" was created and

i operated by a teacher froma -
. reputed college in Shillong; .
- coupled with a statement. .
that the individual's 1dent1ty ,
" would soon be exposed. -

“ Such a serious allegatlon

* warrants_careful scrutiny

and verification before being -

.‘placed in the public domain: -
< In an, era where informa-.

tion spreads instantaneously

‘verified clainis' can cause
significant and irreversible

harm to a person's reputa-"
- jectionable in one rnstance,

tion, profess1ona1 career, and

- personal well-being.

The ownership and opera-
tion of a Facebook account

be conclusively established

necessary, investigation by

. competentauthorrtles Mere-
ly-assuming or alleging that
a particular individual”is’
behind. an account without -

substantiated evidence risks -

‘misleading the public and

undermining the principles

" of fairness and due process.

The statement that a

teacher created the Facebook -
account "Ri Pnar Student's.

the allegation? These ques--

" tions ought to be-addressed -
“ before any public accusatlon
- ismade.” :

Furthermore, it is per— :

"t,lnent to note that while U
: SangotKyr51ew Ri has.pub- .

licly expressed. its  intention -
to expose the identity of the -

‘person allegedly. operating
.the Facebook account™"Ri::

Pnar. Student's Union," the ..
identity of the.individuals’
administering or operatlng

‘the U Sangot Kyrsiew: Ri
‘ platform itself is not pub-

apply uniformly to all par-

- licly disclosed. This raises

an important question of:

~ consistengy and fairness: If

anonymity is considered ob- |

the same standard ‘should

“ties. Public accountability--

_are matters that.can only -

~ through technical evidence,."
-~ platform records, and, where

fore seeking to reveal the

should not be selective. Be- "

identity of others, it would be
appropriate for those making -
such demands to themselves.

‘demonstrate transparency. -

and accountability ;regard-.

" ing their own identity and

authority to make such al-

: _legatlons

Ateis a fundamental
prmcrple of justice that an

_individual should not be:

- conjecture, or unverified in- - -

" -subjected to public condem- -

nation based on suspicion,

Y

Jayantla (Jarntra) was
one_of the major kingdoms
in medieval Northeast India .

-until it.was defeated by the

colonial British government
on March:15, 1835, Through- -
out-its approximately three
hundred years of hlstory, the
kingdom' resisted  invasions

“from almost all nelghbourmg

powers, including the Koch,
Ahom, Drmasa Tripuri, and
Mughal kingdoms. However, -
it is- only. now-that people:
have started to tell the history
of this small but remarkable

“kingdom. -

When the klngdom was

annexed by the British, the

territory of the Jaifitia King- .
dom comprised two parts:’
the hill section; now known,
as the. Jaifitia'Hills of Me-'
ghalaya, India, and the plains’

" séction, wh1ch extended into

Sylhet, now in Bangladesh.. ;
The kingdom had its cap1ta1

at Jayantiapur, which is now ~
in Bangladesh; while in the -

north its territory extended:
to Gobha Sonapur in Assam

‘ (Bhattacharjee J.B.; 2009)."

The kings were- orlgmally
of Pnar and War descent;

which also constituted the

predommant populatlon of «
the hills. - . -
. The Merger of the
> Two Kingdoms:- - v
The plains of present day :
Bangladesh lying at the =
foothills of Méghalaya, share

-a deep-and intricate histori-:

.cal connection with the Pnar-
people of the hills. Thou

the people ‘of-the hills and

those of the plains belonged "

to different ethnic groups, =
‘their histories intersected

and at one point in time, both .
regions-were unified under.-

a single authority known as,. .
.the Jayantia Kingdom. This" "
- remarkable kmgdom, which -

had its origins in the ‘hills,
expanded. its territory down -
to the Surma River (Dutta,
S:Ke; July | 10,1937, Jayantia
Buran_u Introductlon . V)
Historians generally agree -
that the Jaifitia Kingdom -
emerged from the merger of -
two smaller states: a tribal
kingdom in the hills and-a’
flourishing klngdom in‘the
plains. Several narratives ex-
_plain how, these two diverse’
kingdoiis became one. One

“narrative, as recorded in the
-Jayantia Buranji, suggests *
that:the. merger was peace-~.: " :
++it"is recounted that the last
- ruler of the Jayanti ngdom :

ful, Landabur, who had been,
adopted by the tribal chief of -
Sutnga, later became the rul-
er.of the Jayantia Klngdom
in the plains. Another narra-
{ive states that a tribal chief, -
-after uniting the tribes-of the -

‘hills, invaded the plains and- *
-extended his’dominion over

the region. According to this

_account, the victorious ruler’

was called Prabhat Rai, "The -
Lord of the Hills;," by the: "
‘subjects of the’ conquered .
‘kingdom (Gait, E.A.-1906).:
" The Jayantia Kings and .~

- formation: The'presurnptiori
* of innocence and- the right
to reputation are recognised ; '
.legal and constitutional prin-:*
‘ciples. Publicly identifying' -
~or thréatening to identify an.
‘individual without adequate -
proof may expose the ac-
cuser to allegations of defa--
mation and could potentially - -
resultin unnecessary harm to .

.an innocent person.:

" Teachers occupy ‘posr- :
_tlons within society. Any ac- -
“cusation against them must -

_therefore be approached

“with the highest degree of -
responsibility, objectivity, -
" and respect for due process..,
If there is credible evidence *

“linking any individual to

“the account in question, the

matter should be referred to

“the approprlate authorities
for mvestrgatlon rather than .
“being tried .in the court -of

_public opinion. "
.1 therefore respectfully

urge’ U Sangot Kyrsiew Ri -
‘to Verrfy all facts thoroughly -

before issuing such state-

“ ments and fo refrain from
‘making publlc assertions
that may adversely affectthe .

. reputation of an individual :

. without conclusive evidence.

-Responsible public discourse
'requ1res accuracy, fairness,

“and accountability from all -

stakeholders .

> The pursuit of t:ruth is best .

;served not by speculation or

-publlc threats of ‘exposure,

“but by evidence, due pro-
“cess;-and respect for the rule

of law
Yours etc

V1a emall

Mantre Hame thar ;

Their Tribal Orlgms o

" One point on which schol-
. ars agree is that the Jaifitia .
Kingdom was thereafterruled.
by kings of tribal origin from .
the hills. Altheugh they were

influenced by the culture of .
“the plains and eventua,lly ,
--adopted Hinduism; they con- -

" ‘tinued to follow many tribal . -

- customs and traditions. This

was most evident in the suc-

cession to the throne. Instead -
~of the king's son, it was his -

nephew, spec1ﬁcally the son
of his youngest:sister, ‘who -
inherited the throne. How-.
ever, the study of the coins’
. of Jayantiapur has brought to

- light another i important tribal .
‘tradltlon that ‘was contmued
by the Jayantia kings. - :

: The Jayantia’ ngdom s
. First Encounteér . -~ -
Hrstorrans also agree that .

the first recorded encounter
.involving.a Jaifitia king was .
“:with the Koch Kingdom.,

- A king. of Jayantia died on

“the battlefield in 1564 while
 resisting a Koch” inyasion -

led by Chilériy. Followmg

“-his; death, his ‘nephew-was -
: plac‘ed on the throneunder
“~certain conditions, These in--
. cluded the payment of an an- -

“nual.tribute 'of ten thousand -
‘Tupees, seventy horses, and -

* ‘three hundred’ swords, and-
“the 'condition that he should -
‘not. strike coins in his.own",
gh - name (Bose & Rhode, 2010)..
~This invasion is recorded in

“Koch history. and perhaps

‘marks the first appearance,

of the Jayantia_ Kingdom i

the written records of another :
: --of Northeast India, including. -
The Early I-Ilstory of

klngdom R E

‘the Hill Kingdom "~
Smce the-Jaifitia- people

: had no written records prior

~to the annexation of the king= =

dom by the Brltlsh the only -
.option is to rely on oral tradi-

. -tions, of which the hill people:
- have many.- Consequently,

“much of the kingdom's early -
history remains in the tealm -

of legend and oral tradition. -
~ Tradition holds that the: unit-

- ed tribal kingdom of the hills -
- was originally kriown as ka’
;,Hrma Sutnga until the Pnar..
~kings defeated the kmgdom
“-in"the plains-and extended -
‘their dominion southward.

“In'the Jayantia® Buranji,

was a-queen .who'banished
her husband.: With the help:

of -her favoured deity, she: .,
“transformed- her shadow -
_into:a woman, who then -

turned into a fish and swam '
upstream to where her.exiled - .

~husband, Landhabar, was:
- living: Landhabar caught the -
fishina nearby river, and it
-later transformed back into.’
‘a woman, whom he subse- v
: 1nclude the fact that"almost -

quently married.. >

World
Envrronment;
Day Beyond :
- Plantation
Drlves and
Semmars

Edrtor =

‘June’5, it’is’an approprrate
-time: to reflect honestly on
the: state of our eriviron-
‘ment and. the- gap between

‘our promises and our.ac-
.tions: Every year June 5 we '
_~witness plantation- drives,
.-awareness rallies, seminars,

peeches, and social media

campalgns .Saplings are*
planted photographs. are.-
-.taken, and commitments are

made to-protect nature. For

“a day, environmental conser-

‘vation. becomes everyorne's:

‘“concern. Yet one question
‘remains unanswered: What'

happens during’ the remaijn-"

ing 364 days of'the year?
“Meghalaya, often cel-

ebrated as one of the green- ¢

‘est ‘states in India, is not":

‘immune tO env1ronmental

“degradation. While our state

“continues to enjoy rich bio-

dlversity, -several 'warning \
signs are becoming increas-
’1ngly visible. Unsc1ent1ﬁc :
" ‘mining practices in certain

-areas have affected rivers

and streams. Rapid urban-’
. ization;, improper waste dis-

posal, plastic pollution, and*
shrinking water-sources aré

- Anintriguing aspect of :

thrs tradltlon is that both the
hill kingdom of Sutnga and-
-the plains kmgdom of Jayanti -

“share similar origin stories: -

“The Buranjl contains multi-

ple versions of the kingdom's. -

origin story, while the Pnar.
‘and-War, people preserve
similar narratives through
“oral tradition. This. version,
> with its tribal characterrstrcs,
is linked to several natural-’,

features that still exist today.

‘For instance, the Waikhyrwi - .
. River, from which: Lo or-
Lot Ryndi is said to have.
caught: the legendary fish, "
 still flows today, as does the -
~ Thlumuwi River, where the
“woman 1is. believed to have
dlsappeared L
. Chronology of the ngs
_The Jaifitia Kingdom has’ |
its own versions of the chro-
nology of the kings who
“ruled the. country, and:the
‘Jayantia Buranji records four .
-different lists. Scholars in

_ the past undertook the task
of authentrcatrng the succes-: :

~ sion.of the Jayantia Kings. -
-More recently, -a- significant
contrlbut1on to.this effort:.

_ came through a study of the -

.coins of the Jayantia rulers,

pubhshedm2010 S
“N.G. Rhodes ‘and:S. K

Bose studied these coins-in.:

the book titled The Coinage '

" of Jayantiapur: With.an Ac-
~count of the Last Days of th

-"JaintiaRaj published by. Mar::

- udhar Arts, Kolkata, m2010.

“Rhodes. and Bose are well -

known’ numlsmatlsts 'who -
~ have ‘published.a series’ of
‘monographs on the: coinage

‘studies on’ ancienf Assam
~~and the kingdoms of Cooch
Behar, Tripura, Ahom, and
:-Dimasa Kachari. used coms
to authentlcate the lists.”.
"The monograph covers
all known Jaifitia coins-that -
have so far come to the at-
“tention of scholars and coin’

. ticulous’ numismatic detail,
documentmg its metal ¢om-
. position, size, shape, weight, "

“countermarks, authenticity, -

and the identification of fake .
‘and forged specimens. The .
“study also includes a critical

analysis of the inscriptions.
" and other features, along
with'the dating, catalogu-f

ing, and classification of the-
coins, providing valuable™
‘keys. to understandlng the
Jcoins.

Characterlstrcs
One of the major: ﬁndmgs
of the study is that the coins’
of Jaifitiapur. are among the ”
most- distinctive: in: the nu-
mismatic history of North- -
east.India; Some of their -
most notable characteristics

all J a1nt1a coins prommently

becommg major concerns:
. Seasonal ‘water shortages in~

+ parts of Shillong, Tura -and
“other urban centres indicate
. that even a state blessed with”

" ‘abundant-rainfall cannot

- take its: water resources for
. granted, - '

The 51tuat10n is equally
{+worrying in: our-forests.

. While Meghalaya retalns
‘! substantlal forest cover, en=:

“'As the worl d obgé rv L 'vironmental experts have -

' World Environment Day on

repeatedly pointed-out that -
» forest. quality and biodiver- -

*sity aré under pressure from -
‘-encroachment, .fragmenta-,

tion, forést fires, shifting -
cultivation practices in some -
areas, and. developmental
- -activities. The loss of mature,

trees not only affects wildlife v

but also reduces: the land's

-ability to conserve. water and

prevent soil erosion,
. Across India, the plcture

is even more alarming. Re- "

ports indicate significant loss -
~of tree cover over the past -
two decades. Hundreds .of

polluted river stretches con-

. tinue to exist despite numer=

“/ous' clean-up programmes."
 Excessive: dépendence on -
«, chemical fertilizers and pes- .

"ticides has. degraded soil-
‘health and contaminated wa- .
_ ter sources. Climate change

 is further intensifying floods, -

“droughts, landslides, and
extreme weather events..

What s Paftlcularly dlsap- S
pomtlng is that environmen- -

. tal concern often ends. w1th
“seminars and celebrations.

- Resolutions are passed, cer-

‘tificates are distributed, and

- photogtaphs are: published. *
* Yet the desired results re-

v feature a six pomted star g
- often referred to as the Star

By H H Mohrmen

of David; ‘and although it’s
exact symbohc meanmg in

the Jaifitia context’ Tremains’

' uncettajn. Some later ¢oins

-star

~or"sword tanka." A unique
feattire of Jaifitia comage is
that the date on many coins

represents the accession year

of the king, helping hitori-
ans reconstruct the chronol-
' /ogy of Jaifitia rulers.

-‘Many coins contain care-

fully .arranged ‘dots, which
_were likely used as mint or
. security” marks to- identify
- mint contractors and ensure.

quahty control; Most Jaifitia

 coins were made of debased’
- silver; often of poor quality,
- which:led some early col-
~lectors to, mtstake them for
;forgenes S

= Unlike. m st’ other Indlan'
. kmgdo_ms, Jaifitia coing were: .
" usually anonymous and did
_not bear the name of the.

) ruhng 'king. According to

‘the Koch chronicle, the new
Jaifitia. kmg was forbidden

from issuing coins in his own

‘“name, leading some histori-.

- ans-{o explain the continued
“use of anonymous coins
~in-Jaintiapur until the late
~eighteenth century ‘However,
:this interpretation is doubtfiil

“over Jaifitiapur and- would

“have been unable to en-:

- force such a condition.’It is

“more likely that anonymous-
- coinage was. already an es-’

: tablished practice, -and the
Koch rulers merely claimed

- credit+for it. The absence of

+the king's name on the’ coins

.. probably reflected the unique’
status of the king in Jaifitia

- and Khasi- society rather than
any' external restriction.
:Important Collectors

. Jaiiitia Coins "~
“The book also listed the

Chowdhury of Kolkata, who

quired:and expanded this
‘important collection. -
~:Bose-and Rhode also

v mentibned that some of these ;

s S Jamtla coins are now-in:the
Jamtra Corns and Their

hands ‘of. several additional

'~ private collectors. More'im--

" portantly, some.of these,
coins are now in the posses-
“sion of a Pnar businessman.:

fMaJor institutions: holding -

' Jaifitia coins inchidé the Brit- -

~ish Museum, the Ashmolean

: Museum, the Fitzwilliam
Museum ’and the: Indlan

“main elusive.

“dry’ periods; and ensuring
"its:survival for the next few
“years.is far. more diffjcult.
© Thé success of a plantation.

drive should not be measured

‘by the number of saplings
_planited but by the number

~of trees-that survive and.

grow. As citizens, we need
~not-wait for governments

institutions, or:large-orga-

nizations to act first. Envi-
ronmental conservation can
-begin from ourown doorstep.

* and within our own locality:
-Proper waste: management,*

protection of water sources,’
reduction in plastic use, care’
- for planted saplings, and
community participation

- can collectively bring’ about

- meaningful change. .
- Nature does not need
" morg speeches. It needs sin-

cere action. As we celebrate :
World Environment Day, Tet

~us ask ourselves a simple.

question;: When 'thé next

-Environment Day arrives,
will the saplings planted
. this year still be alive? The
answer to that question may
reveal how serious.we truly
are ‘about protectlng our
envrronment L
' Yours etc.,
 Jairaj,

Artrcles and letters ap-|

pearmg on this page are
the. views of: the writers/|

authors and not’ that of |

The Shillong Times

also dlsplay a ﬁve pomted

, Many coing dep1ct asword-
and a gun and because of the -
" ssword, motif; they were ‘lo- |

cally known as Katra Taka ‘is n Class 6 he cannot reli-:

~bécause Cooch Behar never:
~regained political control -

_collectors. The ‘authors have and Institutions Holdlng :

‘examined each coin in me- -

mportant collectors of Jai-|
s.fitia coins.include. Vasant-

is regarded as one.of the
~earliest serious collectors—
 of: Jaifitia: coinage. "Upon.
~his demise, the:collection-
:passed-into the custody of
=J.P.-Goenka, who -later ac-.|

‘not. happenmg

s Via email,

As you begm to read,
‘imagine a-Class 6 student

-named Bahduh. Every morn-:.

ing, he walks- past a.newly -

“tarred road to reach’ school..
‘Bahduh sits at his desk pres-

ent and accounted for in-the
reg15ter But although Bahduh

ably read a- paragraph from
his class textbook; he catnot -

_perform simple numerlcal
‘tasks-without. emphatic sup-":
“port. Perhaps he will likely -
-drop-out before reaching.

'| Class: 10, -When he:does, -weak Teacher Educationand: - |
Training’ score of 46.7/100.. -~

- These ‘compound’.vulner-+ "%
~ abilities are what transforma. - -
school-quality problem intoa " | -
 generational hiiman develop- ' > < .1+
- ment-crisis. To. counter this -

Bahduh’s unrealised potentlal
-will be'an impeding econom-:
ic loss that no 1nfrastructure
_prOJect canrecover, -

- This story: is not imagi-

nary; it is what ediication re-
_ports and datasets aré telling.

us. It is a story that demands -

“to be'read as-a conversation

about what kind of future we

| are actually. building. Yes,”

dear-readers we'are talk-
ing of the PGI 2.0." Simply -
put it reveals uncomfort-"
able metrics. The (PGI 2.0)":

-for 2024-25, -released by
' ,Indra s M1n1stry of ‘Educa-~

tion in May 2026, evaluates:
school education:across six:
domains:- The domam that:
cuts to the’core’is, Learning -
‘Outcomes and Quality which' -

‘measures.what children’in -

Class 3, Class.6'and Class 9 -

can actually do: read, calcu- .

late, reason, apply. It carries
240 of the. total 1,000 points: .

‘Qur score’ stands at 47.2 out

of 240; this-is below 20% of
‘the maxirium possible in the:

most important domain ofthe

entlre index.:

-“Every. other North ‘East-

ern ‘State has 1mproved but-

why are we'in Meghalaya -

‘ranking so-low and alone in-
: Akanshi-2 (Grade in the PGI-

- 2.0) for Learning Outcomes?: -
Now' drawing further from: ::
‘the UNDP Human Develop- .-
*ment Framework, the. HDI -

 measures the years of school-

ing’ that ‘adults in our state -

I'have completed and that

today’s children are fikely to*-

.complete. The HDI stands at

10.690 in the medium human .
development band with an -

-index of 0.601 which reso- -

natés to population recéiving -
moderate. formal education.-
Lookmg deeper the HDL"
counts: the years a-child sits:

‘in"school whereas the PGI

learning outcomes measure*
what happens to their minds -

| 'while they-are in school. If .

.one looks into the indices, "
‘the HDI says that children are -
attending school, and the PGI -

saysthe attendlng isnot trans<"
“latinginto leammg, therefore, .

the return’ on.investment is

Having seen the low side

,of the situation, there are also -
strengths that we must ac-.-

knowledge honestly. In terms

.of Equity our. state score

in PGI-is 208.7 out of 260 :.

; (Uttarn-2 grade) a,natronally
‘high performing category..

This:implies that the:state:

|'does not discriminate sharply - -

i ‘between its students.. Every-:-
“Plantinga saplmg is easy ‘

Protectlng it. from grazing -
' animals; watering it during .

one gets roughly the same
experience. The problem is

+that the ‘experience: itself is

1nadequate Now commg 16+
the Access score; we stand at -

| 42.8 out of 80 (Prachesta-1,.
‘grade) implying that chrldren

are in'school, enrolment isup.

By Maltphang Syiem

- damage.

- ties-and Tuns deeper than

- the classroom walls, Firstly -
~the lesser educated parents:: -
student interrelationship
brings-less learning support
-at home; secondly the mal="
*nourishment which undeni- "~
‘ably-results ift a‘cognitive” "
_challenge that no curriculum “ .
‘alone- can overcome; and
thirdly undertrained teach- . -]
ers, reflected in the state's:. .-

Now the Vulnerablllty‘ o
factor denotes many enti-

we need to, leverage capacity -

_collectively through an adap- - «. | *
“tive bottom-top approach . 1| -
~with:inclusive, impactful - "
- “'deployment and this matters;, O

‘most at the moment:

-+ If ‘one’would introspect - : \,

“and> confront the: problem
there would be no-deliver-

_ables that:can deliver the® v 1.0
gféatest return oninvestment - -

_comparable to a child who . -
‘can read; calculate and think: .1 ©
ratlonally and analytically. If .~ " 1.

~children master foundational: "+

literacy by Class 3 they would. < -

.. be statistically more likely-to ;. -
- complete secondary school. A’
"-child who completés second-

- ary school earns significantly

:more over a lifetime. Higher. .
earnings raise the income "
componentofHDI Better-ed=+ . | ;
~ucated mothers raise healthier” ']+
children directly. improving -~}
the health component of HDL..

Education and health are not "

hne items in a welfare budget.

nounced.

swers . are many. Capacity

development not just capac-'-. -

ity. building; investment-in ' .17,
foundational literacy, which . .
-is-a necessary-intervention ;..
.and non-negotiable: brick. Tt “" 1
“may’ sound amusing if. we- 7. .}
- say, “Feed. the child before - . *j -
asking the child tolearn,”but: .~
“the link between malnutrition -7y “.
. and learning outcomes isnot: .
 theoretical it is neurological .~ "} -
~and one can sy investment -
that adequately funds school - . |7
nutrition is’investing’in.its: "'

' GDP of'the next decade.

- With all due respect to the o
teachers this is a profound -+ *1 -
thought Anyonecan become ;17
a teacher but-few can teach.—" - |-~
A TE&T score of 46.7 out - |-
~of 100 means classrooms i "]
“are staffed by educators'who -

: want-to: teach-but-have:not"
 really capitalized on profes- ~ *

They are the engine of S
“‘every other, .development " |
- goal the state has everan- .-

: Development is needed e
. but'what matters most is
-to develop minds that can .-
- build better all-weather roads, -
-minds that can generate sus--
‘ tainable employment, minds-t "
~‘that can establish transparent, : -

incorruptible governance,: ++
-minds which:can-deliver: '
equal and fair Justlce minds .~
" which can preservé nature. . . -
The most" important’ ques-, = 1
tlon at this juncture is how. . 17
we ¢an.build and fill those " - 4"

‘minds:; The clear-cut.an- " .~

~sional tools: It-is the single :

‘most direct lever on Learning

Outcome scores available.
Every Learnmg Outcome -
©-point gained today.comes

Over three consecutive PGI - - with-a'time lag of ten to

cycles, the:state improved:’
from 401.6't0-417.9 to 448.
These. are real gains indeed;.

however, the pace is the ,
.problem.

 ‘The pertment questlon

‘now is whether the risk is-
“already inside the classroom?

In the context:of dlsaster

“science; we.speak of risk as”

a function of three-things:.

“hazards; the exposure of .
“people, the vulnerability and -

the  capacity. Applying this :
language, here the hazard is.
the school system that occu-

_+| pies children’s time without
building their minds. : When

a child attends school for
nine years and leaves without: -
functional-literacy, that is_a

“slow-onset hazard to human-
.development- invisible until
‘a generation has been. lost.,

A Low QOutcome score of
47:2/240- is not a.forecast; "
it is the hazard,in real time..

‘Furthermore; the exposure’

is for every-child enrolled in
a government school in Me-.

‘ghalaya. Because Access is -
:reasonably strong, (as per the

PGI 2.0 score) and large tium-
bers of children are inside-a

-'low-learmng system. High -

attendance in a low-learning.
outcome environment means

| high exposure:but nothing: -

gained. The more children the

‘systém draws in while failing’
| to teach them, the ‘wider the '

fifteen years’ - a-measurable =< - -
“improvemeént inMeghalaya's:. . |+
- "HDI educationindex. Higher .~ "~
‘learning outcomes mean lon-+
- ger school completlon Lon- |
ger completion raises mean- .+
_years of schoollng Higher ..
_ educational attainment raises -
* income and health. The HDL, & .

“¢urrently resting on'a frag- -

“ile "medium" perch, begins : - B
~to ‘climb: for the right rea-

- sons not because the world's

“'methoddlogy changed, but. . | .
~“because Meghalaya's chil-. 10
* dren genuinely learned'more; " .
That is the positive horizon, = |
Tt is reachable, The trajec-~ - -{x-
tory from 401.6 to:448 across: : | . B
three: PGI cycles proves. the . - /.-

“system can respond. What it

needs is not more schemes |~ F
with ‘painted. signboards. It
"“needs- sustained, adequately g

“funded; unromantlcally prior-

itised investment in learning " | '
quality, teacher competency, -

child nutrition, and commy-

nity accountability year after .
year, regardless of electlon 2

cycles

sho_uld matter is this - are
we:spending our money on

the things'that will ‘change .
““what Happens inside Bah- -~

duh's mind or on the things

“that ‘merelylook, from the
out51de like they are?

(The writer is.a Geospa-

tial Technology Exper&

v
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The only questlon that




overture from OpenAl CEQ Sam

It was perhaps a surprismg private -
Altman to Sen. Bernie Sanders:

The meeting between the two had ~ )

come just after the Vermont senator -
announced a plan for the public to
take a 50 per cent ownership stake in
‘artificial intelligence companies:such -
as OpenAl, using their stock to cre-

ate a public wealth fund that would:

spread the fortune generated. by AI,
behemoths

7 Altman told- Sanders that he, too
wants the public to have equity in Al
companies. Though the GEO said he.
couldn't support Sanders' threshold-
of 50 per cent; he nonetheless wanted:

to work with him to- advocate for.the ~

. general idea, according to people With

.at Altman's request,’ highlighted the

~cans are increasingly asked to accept

One on Friday, Trump described:;

" ment investment in private companies i

. “in his second term, scrambling his
- party's-politics: His administration-
“ last'year secured a:10 per cent stake in .
- the struggling SiliconValley company

M

knowledge of the conversation..

year, although the airline couldnt
reach-a deal and ultimately closed.

Ly

harder to ignore

The positioning of leading ﬁgures'

such as Trump and Sanders comes as
,concerns about Al are emerging: far
beyond Washington. - :

.+ In'Michigan, Democrats’ recently‘
clashed over Gov. Gretchen Whitmer's

appearance with Altman at the site of'a

~ major data center. Candidates such as’
New York Democratic House hopeful -
‘Alex Bores have also made Al regula-

tion a campaign issue by tapping into
“voters' angst about the technology:

. "This isa real change to'society,"
‘Altman told reporters-this week. "I

Public backlash is becom‘ing i

. use AI a lot: and like usmg it and also -
- have anxiety about what it's going to -

- do for the future," Data center projects

. across the country have drawn opposi-

.tion. from residents concerned about

: electricity demand, water consump-
tion and env1ronmental impacts. Some
states once eager to attract the facili-
ties; 1ncluding Ohijo and Virginia have. -

, moved to reconsider tax incentives, .

"We neéd to pass legislation right

- will create more" ‘thapn 2, 500 union
constructionjobs SR

Altman stopped in Michigan on Mon-
day to appear alongside. Whitmer, a

Democrat, at the building 'site of a..
1.65 million-square=foot data center.
Whitmer's team claimed the project -

But'it also drew’ criticism from lo-
cal activists.and some Democrats; in-"

‘cluding Michigan Rep Rashida Tlaib,
X ~who called: the prolect "disgusting."
. now that says there's not going to be .
-any further data center development
‘until they agree to pay for their own -
electricrty, build their own grids and
pay for their own water supply,". Mis-
souri.Sen. Josh Hawley, a leading
Republican skeptic of Big Tech, told]
‘The Associated Press. : ‘

She said she was - "s0 disappomted"

-in Whitmer: . © -
< "It's a very controverSial topic right:,
,.now and it's- coming from the ground ’,

up," Michigan Sen. Elissa Slotkin, -

‘Démocrat, said about the - grassroots: .
‘pushback. "People feel very:strongly .. -

about it." Whitmer, however, told re-

. ) & 4 s Ay BRE e Cemmln IR R TN G ¢ ST e T e e . :
: g . . P < . 3 N " - - . . i SRR

very clear everyone has a cellphone

a: in our pocket." "We are all, more and-
- more, consuming technology and data’
and these data centers are going -to:
‘get built, So, iy thought is if we can -\’

~hold them to a high'standard and'do

-~ it in"Michigan, that's the best way | to

do it," she'said.

The tensions extend beyond data:'l
* éenters. On college campuses, com--

* mencement speakers have been irter-

‘rupted by boos when’ discussing arti-~
“ficial intelligence -About 70 per cent’
of college students see Al as a threat"f
to their job: prospects, according to.a’;

2025 pall by the Institute of Politics at
the Harvard Kennedy School..
Altman acknowledged those con

cerns. He said that while "the impact
on ]obshas been less than many peoplei‘,

in our ﬁeld expected " he understands ;
f‘;',v"that college students have.a lot. of
rx'.anx1ety about the future AR

- for an AI bargain L.

The idea’ that Al's expansion is:
evitable is: increasmgly shared by

leaders across the'political spectrum, -
_even as they disagree sharply about e
~how.ta manage it.’ , b
‘v That reality wasat the centre of Alt- Bt
man's conversations in Washington In-~
,addition to Sanders ‘Altman‘met w1th
: Trump administration officials such as
“Michael KratSios, the White House's
- chief sciencé and. technology adviser,”
~‘and congreSSional leaders from both
parties g

Sanders team emphaSized that the

“the success of ‘AI"-and said exécu

‘week," to’ discuss the idea.

: 1ng about it; where it almost becomes. .
‘a partnership ‘with the American:
- public,” Trump, a Republican said ‘

. Sanders, a self-proclaimed democratic -
~ ship-in AT companies, he pointed to -
< similarities-in.their coalitions.: The

. economic views:of Trump voters: and:
~voters who: supported- Sanders. for-

: Taurus (April 21'- May 21) Tiresis ?uIIy favorable. Whatever work—; g

think it's possible both thlatpeople,can Before arriVing in’ Washington : ‘porters after the event that "one thing's "

The nearly hourlong . meeting in.
Sanders' Senate office this week, held”

two did not reachan agreement on, the*
main points that'the senator made to’
Altman, including the 50 per cent fig-
ure sothe public has decision: -making 7 - :
power. Sanders also expressed opposi-
tion to' the growing election spending
by the'Al industry. i s
e "Unfortunately, Saii Altman did not
commit to any of those," said Sanders
pokesperson Je eremy Slevm SRS
Altman, in emerging from the
conversation; ‘described it as' "grea e
adding that the two "0bv1ously dont

"

agree on eVerything;‘ SR

inherent tension:between Al power-
houses and policymakers as  Ameri-

the costs of the Al boom even as they -
remain unconvinced of its direct ben-
efits. Yet it's also creating odd political -
bedfellows. fuelled by populism as :
politicians from Sanders.to President
Donald Trump embrace givmg the‘ :
public a stake in Al's growth. -

.- Speaking to reporters on Air Force.

: Pollcy makers are also looking

a: potential partnership "where.the h 1 h
-at how A s ould: be governed

American people can benefit. from:

_ Congress this week released
bipartisan framework that would es
tablish the first broad federal approach”
to- Al regulation while: temporarily
.preempting many state laws. " -
~ Anthropic, one of. OpenAI‘s top;
competitors, ‘has proposed mecha‘
nisms:for: coordinating pauses.on:
advanced Al dévelopment if;
‘become too powerful. .

tives from leading Al companies will
visit the White House, "probably next-

:'There's something very 1nterest—

Friday. "
When reporters noted to Trump that :

begun’ constructing its-own over31gh
structure, signing an’executive order
to" establish - process for'reviéwing'.
national” security risks ;posed by ad-:
vanced AI systems before their public
release AR S

Sanders said he found the admin-
,istration S move notable after years of;
warnings. that- regulation could slow‘
American innovation;. 1 ¢
"'Even these guys are ‘begi ningr.,
to:catch on that there are legitimate’
concerns that have to be dealthith "
Sanders said (AP)

socialist, had proposed public owner

president, Frump said, Yaren't that far-
apart.” Trump has embraced. govern:

Intel, and it considered a government - = =
takeover of Spirit Airlines earlier this

S
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" not be womed about the health of your ‘elders. The srtuanon at
¢+ work will be under your control. You will also be stable in your
T job. You will be busy but will be happy that your desired work is-
" compléted. Inthe field of polltlcs/media you will establish contact
"+ with new peope. The time is good from alt perspeclrve You will

be successful in whatever you do. Your contacts will prove to be,
beneficial. Your boss will be in your favor. . :

; : ‘Blrthday Forecast’ ' N
Moon conjunct Rahu on your solar return chart and it will give exceptional
results. You will ‘make splntual progress and will race ahead in life. You il
fee! peaceful and will remain in good spirits: You will remain in fine fettle, and T

| your heatth s going to b& wonderful. You will be having good monetary gains:' =+
- Additional responsibility will be given to you. Your bosses will show confidence .- .-
“in youir talent and abilities and will keep encouraging you Thiere will be an -+ B
.-increase in your work capacity, and great satisfaction. in your mind. You will
. have wonderful bonding with your spouse/pariner, Students will perforr well.~ - lera (September 23- °°t°;’|er 23) You wil remainlyery busy }(03
“ in exam/interview. The time is right for studies; research-and thesis; You will:.- Wil have newErespon51 |g|es 0 conlqlplete yourjop n @ specitiec |
“be allso getting good marriage proposals Srtuatlons will improve because of S by ime ) {amle” ven yourst %sses W'" %utj pres?ure on yp “t:;f -
change in planelary posmon R = -, expect a lot from you: Stu ents will study quite concentratedly
to get good results: You will face wrath of a family member. You
" = will also make some solid decisions in busingss which might give
F you, good ‘gain later. Your love life is going to be amazing, And
: e your, relationshlp with your spotise will be better.. Money inflow
foryou. These days are totally in yourfavor. Youwill have financial , . < = o -~ will remain’ uRinterrupted - duringthis phase. You may- make
. gains. Your work will also be appreciated, and you will work with -~ “some big’ decisions after consulting all:your family:members.
", lot of dedication. You wilt-also find peace in your personal life.-i = .7 7w You need to drive yourvehrcle carefully You couId get decelved
" You will also have time for pleasure and entertainment with your .-~ by your trusted man. ;- . o

<~ loved ones. The time will be good from alf angles. You will be

", successfulin establishing a dialogue by your gift of conversation, * Scor P'° (0°t°be"d24f N°V|6I'l1bnel’ tZZ)MYOU may come across
- Students will do well in exarns. You will also discharge your new = ... - t”ga?)’ 9°°h l)d()f eslalonaYoppo "Uf“ lﬁs ay recover VoueroneYI i
* ¢ additionat responsrblllty Days of tension and worries are over. "= ; ﬁ wats 6 tf’fkong OUtW’ en Aance your 'nfOTfi dOU ?ta :
- Your health is going to be perfect, and your elders will bIess you e - fall ina trap so take adequate care. Agovernment related matter |
B -related tnps will keep you busy. - ... will get resolved. You will get the blessings of your senior family
usiness T - members o have your morale-boosted. Your investments will |
“=giveyou good returns. Property disputes will also be resolved
. by some senior family members' intervention. Your health will { | ag Kmart and. Big. W, as well as onlme

* remain perfect. Lovebirds will have an amazing time, You wil

2R get unexpected success in-your professmnal deals Long hold_ giants such as Amazon }S another. io'
: Tty '4, - money will a|50 be recovered e i 1 -Cal bOOkShOpS account or. fewer 1 an,

ySagrttanus (November 23 - December 21)You will’ get Iot of ,half of: print books sold in Australia'

. ’.opporlunmesforprofe55|bnalgrowth Even yourboss and seniors -each year, the Australian Booksellers

Y n-the past year alone, at least 13
Imdependent'bookshops have closed
in Australia. Somehave operated for
decades. Perth's Boffins Books recently
_announced it would close after.37 years,
‘citing rising costs and "shiftmg CBD
-dynamics". =
~“In February, Thesaurus Booksellers
in the Melbourne, suburb of, Brighton_
‘closed after nearly 50 years; citing ris-
“ing tent and operating costs. ’And late
|last:year, The Bookshop in Sydney's
Darlinghurst closed. due to "ﬁnancral
pressures", after 43 years.. ' :
Inthe decade from 2013 to 2023 the
_number of Australian bookshops more
than halved: from 2,879 0 1,457 —and.
continues to declme ‘Overall financial -
pressure-is one teason. Competition
from discount department stores, such: .

R S ‘Thrs week foryou’ R )
Aries (March 21- Aprrl 20)The whole week will be filled with happmess :

as Lha,s happenéd; |

~where price regulation- was: abolished
in:1997, deemed restrictive and anti
competitive :
i Countries wrth ﬁxed book pricmg
'have higher book sales:— and the ef-";
fect on average book prices is typically
~minimal. When they can't compete-on-.
" price, booksellers are motivated to

on to *book buyers,

reasonable. for examiple, the. averageiv, S
trade paperback ‘which' ¢ost around. .-
~AUD 29.95.in"2010, is now around’. =
-AUD 36.99. If it rose with. inflation, it.

would now cost at least: AUD 44. 66 i

that you want to do, will be *done now. It is time 'to realize your -
< dreams. Those looking for Jobforalong time wil getsuccess. For
those who have an interest in politics and media, time is right to .
establish your influence and impression. You wil beabletoprove: .
yourworth before everyone. You will also get naméand fame due: :
*“ o your noble deeds. You will help people a lot and wil harbor

- generous feelings towards poor and weak péople. You wil showj e
them the right path. Traveliing will be comfortable. You ‘will get
some good news from somewhere.Amisunderstanding between

<+ - husband and wife will get removed. You will also ut|||ze your tlme :

R ~well. You will remaln busy with religious actrvmes :

Gemml H (May 22 June 21) Take special care of your needs Do not, s

- interfere in other’s affairs, otherwise you might have topay some - "% e
' special price. You will play an important role in your organization * ..~ S
and getpromoted foo. Youwill have some problemswithrelatives.

=222 will be happy with you. You may get a.new contract. Your family.
S dispute with your brothers relating to propeity will get resolved. {1
. Business gains will make you cheerful. Health of your spouse will
~ improve. You may bring a massive change in your organlzation
-"and staff. 'But some secret of.yours will come out in the open:
2t will cduse trouble for -you."You must exercise restraint and
- patience during this phase. You will get a stable career as your: |

terms with your boss:and' seriors will improve. You will make
*“plans fogo abroad for research and higher studies. You will also

Association reported in its Subn‘llSSlOIl
to Australia’ s National Cultural Policy
last month. 5oy

.For die- hard book lovers the mde—

"pendent bookshop is d'special place: to ",
browse, get expert recommendations s
.on all things  bookish; “andsengage in’

events that connect readers more déeply

-prov1de other services..

Results, however, can be mixed In
‘/Italy, fixed book pricing has existed

_since 2011, with discountscapped at
=15 per cent. A 2025 study showed book
prices rose overall asaresult. <.
" But while the discount cap had no ef—
“fect on the numbér of books published,; .

beneﬁted from a range of tax incentives. .-
-since 2007, via the Australian Screen:
Production In’centrve It oﬂ"ers a strong,. *:
model

Could tax relief help"
The Australian film industry has

. In its National Cultural Policy sub-

rnisswn, the Australian Booksellers; -
'Associatio'n has suggested an Australian; . -
“Bookshop’ Tax Offset, in the form ofa
i tax: rebate on core operating expenses»
¢ such as wages, rent and purchases of .
. Australian-authored titles.- . " ,
-~ It has also asked the govemment tol SEey
“look at GST reduction or exemption on'- i
" books. In 1998, the Democrats, who, -
“held the balance: of pawer in the Sen-i
“ate; initially: said they would not. pass”™:
“the GST unless books (along with food: :
-and tourism- packages sold offshore)f N
~were exempted. ObViously, this didn't
happen -
-In'the UK Some reference hooks
‘and children's books are free of its GST
equivalent, VAT, to enicourage reading
and help families. These essential tax .
- breaks are welcomed by the publishing
“industry, foo, as incentives for-early
- readers. While rising costs and competi-
tion from Amazon dnd discount depart-. .+’
“ ment stores are a factor in the decline~: '+’
‘of Australian’ bookshops, government o
" has a role to play in stemming it — if-’
it wants to (TF he Conversatzon) :

It is a time of self-analysis and introspection..You will alsowin a - = :

M . g ‘debate. You will be successful in whatever you do. Theatter part

0 tolear new tectiniques.
Caprlcorn (December 22- January 20) You will be fult of self-
confidence, And will take some strong decisions in your business.
} which will cast a powerful impact upon your rivals.-Your profits
will increase. And you will use your talent and abilities to your
-+ best advantage. You will come closer to your partner; and all
17 misunderstandings of the past will get rémoved. You will recover
- money that was given to someone. You will have much mental |
.. peace. Your long-standing woiries will come to an end. You wil
- take some vital decisions which may prove to be fruitful for.your
- family later. But you will riot like anyone poking your private life.
- You will meet an influential person. And’ wnII plan to |ntroduce a
,novelty in your work. . .

Aquarius (January21 February 18) ltis gomg tobeaprogressrve :
- week for you, You will make plenty of money. The problems that
_you were having with your health will come fo an énd. Matters
“related to courts will be settled with éase. You ‘will overcome
. hurdlesanddefeatyouropponents Studentswﬂlgetbusyintheu
. "studies and get ot of success. Check your documents carefully.
- You will get lot of success in love and romantic matters. Youcan
* - get married too. Don't compare. yourself with others. it will hurt
~ your inferests: There ‘will be an increase in your earnings and

v be reading spiritual and refigious books Sludents wrlt be erImg ‘to books and communlty As novelist

|-Charlotte Wood has said: "Bookshops : .
are the safety-vaults for the séeds of our’ :
‘country's. cfr}ltural and intellectual life." e The COSt of cheap books
The health of Australia's independent ... Last year, Booker Prize-Winning
booksellers is directly. linked to the - author Richard Flanagar, called for the'.
“health of Australian publishing — and . - return of’ ﬁxed—pnce policies in Als- "
the availability of Australian books to " tralia— which abolished its scheme
‘feaders.. With fewer people reading '1n 1972 ,
recreationally, preserving:dedicated - “He claimed discount department
bookshops where readers can discover stores "dont really care about books, -
new books is. nnportant ' : they just use books as a way of dragging
*““customers through the doors". They
' ':focus oh prov1ding cheap bestsellers; "
often sold at a loss. This means less:
v variety of books. - : ~
In 2024, a petition With 600 Aus-‘~
: tralian signaturés was presented to
: federal parliament asking for regulation’
“-of book prices. Andrew Leigh, Minister
‘for.Productivity, Competition, Chari-’
_ties and Treasury, acknowledged the -
“pressures high discounts were having
on independent Hooksellers — and the .
.+ importance of books and reading But
no solution was forthcoming
- One hurdle is the rising cost of pro-

“more kinds of ‘books were sold Wlth
less focus on bestsellers ‘-

of the week will be prestige enhancing days. You wilt get the due -
*__foryour work. Acharming person wil come into yourlife suddenly -

filling it with colours. You will share yourfeelings with him/herand *
I understand each other better. Students will focus on their studies. -, ..
Examinations will give their best. You will gain expemse in your,f
ﬁeld You will get the bIessmgs of elders.- .

Cancer : (June 22 - July 22) You will through yourself into work and i i
B 77 il not resttill you get the desired results. Money andwealth will =/~ *
# - keep coming. You will also make best use of money. And you will - -/ 0y
. buy valuable items, The time wil be extremely good and happy. ...~ ..
. You wil also be successful in some interviews or Competitive " " -
" exams. Your right advice will change the life of aperson. You will -
“be appreciated by one and all for your work. You will also getrid .
of diseases. It will be knowledge enhancing days. Along-standing -
worry will come to an end. You will also meet lot of hew people. -+ -
. You will take advice from experts in legal property matters. You- -
will remain busy with social activities. Luck is favoring you. Your» ,
" efforts will be apprecrated T e . i

|Leo: (J!“y 23 . August 23) You will shme in yourwork You will |mpress‘ L
people with your attitude. Your behavior will be very good. Some~ <~

new work will be completed athis time. You will also adorn new "~ - :
 clothes. And buy 1ewglry for wife or sister. You will also spend - . sources of income. Relatives will be wary of you. YOU will getthe

some quality time with your family, You might take leave and goto.... . blessings and love of elders and parents. -

some nearby place for a holiday. You willtry your best to achieve - vieek wil be
your objectn}/lgs There wil theyhapplness in family life. You will . Plsces (Febtf"ardy 19Y M"arfzorio)fa';:‘::;g’mfggiest oweld with

. alsogive salary to your staff. Someone will talk behind your back -* w8 upgnrfolut? ]fgrl: ¢I Qe" shareyamazmg bonding with your mate.
butwill be disappointed. You will mediate in some matters and will - . - ";’0" g ulhea i bothI i your performance. You willbe-
- alsogetsuccessinit, But youwill get happiness by meeting an old- . Your , 0sses ‘f"‘" © dagghve l ggsure You willfocus on your-

¢ - friend. You wil establish cordial relations with neighbors. Mutual ' gt‘:]?e::’:;‘ga;z a.".';" Sistho r?ght fime to getthe results of your
* understanding between husband and wife wil be good. - ‘hard wark. Your famie will spread in all directions. Marriage talks

Price ﬁxmg in Europe

There are things the’ government
could do to help, such as price ‘regula- -
| tion, practised successfully in.Europe,
| and tax discounts;-a form of support .
'Australia already gives its ﬁlm indus-

: Fixed book pricing is common in’
Europe where books are formally ex-
empted from European Union competi-
tion rules, as "objects of culture". This:.
allows publishers and their distributors
to determine the retail price of books:

France has capped discounts of print’-

will get support of your bosses. You

\!irgo (August 24 - SePtember 22) The' fime is favorable. You wilt . S
. get promoted in YOur job. You will also have financial gains. You oot

" relative’s behawor and get good news from their side. You need

will fee! a change in-your -.*

personatlife W|II get the cool breeze of romance. . - -

may be finalized. Brother and sister will assist and cooperate
with each other. Some close rélatives may deceive you. You will
. win a big order. There will be inclination towards spirituality. Your ‘

“books since 1981-at 5 per. cent: Since
*2011, this has applied to ebooks too.

The number of bookshops in France -

" far exceeds that in the United ngdom,

. ducmg books:In a fairly. stable market, -
- book prices might remain consistent..
But without competition, price reguila-
- ition might lead to costs being passed- " i

Authored by Katherlne Day, SR
Bec Kavanagh and Matthew Holden,
T he Umversrty of Melbourne :
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“A man who trusts nobody is apt to be
the kmd of man nobody trusts.”

" —Harold Machllan

~ The Shillong Times
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Message from Cockroaches

 WITHa modest weekend rally in the national capltal
the Cockroach Janata Party (CJP). launched from
the United States by a young techie hailing from
Maharashtra, has ‘landed’ on the Indian soil. The
- peaceful congregation at Jantar Mantar — not far
from Parliament — _comprised no more than a few
.thousand youths drawn from the national capital. But
it carried a message to the nation and, obviously, a
threat to the wayward establishment. The rally heard
the CJP raising the demand, among other things, that
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan resign in
view of the massive bunglrng vis-a-vis the NEET test .
- and the CBSE exam - systems that are symbolic of
thei 1ncompetence ofthe, establrshment ‘The principal
opposition, the’ Congress party, too had raised the
~demand'a while ago, but when CJI did it, it drew
 significant new attention: It now gives the govern-
.ment no more than a week’s time to do so. -
CoIts premature to gauge the 1nﬂuence ofa move-
B ment started online a month ago even as the cam-
- paignhas won massive response from netizens, with |
- the size of, young techie Abhueet Dipke’s fans.and |
"his CIP’s support base rising to more than 20 mil-
lion agarnst the BJP’s nine mrllron online followers
ThlS so far, is the - only proof.of the new ‘party’s rel-
- evance. Online support does not ‘suffice. Support on-
- the ground is what makes a p011t1cal establishment
. credible. Tt is clear however that Dipke is not being
~-whimsical. That the activist has done some mental
. homework i is all too clear. Srgmﬁcantly, he carried.
*+ with him a copy of BR Ambedkar’s autobiography .
-as he walked out of the Delhi airport and travelled
“to Jantar Mantar, where he spoke up for the students
- and'youth, ‘who have “not sold themselves out” to’
the estabhshrnent like many others: Equally srgmﬁ- s
cantly, he and-the CJP demand that the BIP stop the |
“politics of drvrdrng Hindus and Muslims, and instead:
©concentrate on an agenda of mass uphft His call to-
~his followers was to raise slogans supportrng, not
h1m but the Mahatma and Ambedkar and oppose
communal” pohtlcs The dieiscast. .~ .
“.The CJP is banking on the mass drscontentment
. agarnst the establishment, especrally among the aspi-.
Sl ratlonal, jobless youths and students. They are largely
o orphaned as-the established political outfits do not
care for them. They are a large -unorganised forde.
But“rt will-be ‘an uphill. task for' the CJP to harness:
- this drscontent and turn it into an antr-establlshment ,
offensrve The run- of the mill polltlcrans are wa1t1ng
~ inthe'wings to undercutnew “entities that seek to up-:
- stage them. Notably, however, the Total Revolution
-+ campaignby J aiprakash Narain in the 1970s uprooted
- Indira Gandhi from power.and- changed the politi--
cal equations.-It led to the formation of the Janata '
- Party that won power and formed the’ government
It did not. have the backrng ofthe Internet. The Anti-
Corruptron movement initiated by Gandhlan Anna’
Hazare created a mass frenzy alded by:the Interniet
in2013, but it soon died out. The fate of the CJP is
unpredictable though the rlght condrt' ns exrst here

for a new upheaval

Foundatlonal

Learmng Must

Be the Top -
Prlorlty i

TR Edltor, 7
g T wish to comphment the

- author of the-Special Article -
‘teaching, they are required.

 to ‘perform duties related to

" *Fill the Classrooms, Fill the
" Minds’ by Maltphang Syiem;

published in The ‘Shillong *

. Times on. May 6, 2026, for

highlighting a matter of
grgve gconcfm regarding --Meal records, online data
the poor learning outcomes -
~among school chlldren 1n .
S - and numerous other admin- "

Meghalaya

. " The.author has rrg*htly :
" -~ stressed that the primary ;

focus at the elementary level

must be on Reading, Writ-'-
ing and Basic Arithmetic.’,
- If a student teaches- Class -

VI and is unable to read

" a simple paragraph, write
- a meaningful ‘sentence, or

© solve basic arithmetic prob-

lems, it cJearly indicates that -
-his educatronal foundatron‘

is weak.
The ﬁndmgs c1ted in the

~article are alarming. While-
‘enrolmeit and attendance -
may have improved, learn<

ing has not kept pace. A

_child who spends six years :
in school without acquiring -
e foundatronal literacy and .

: numeracy is being deprived
- of the very purpose ¢ of edu-

catlon
- One of the major reasons

C

_ shortage of teachers in many

for this situation is the acute

“The experience was beyond -
‘what' my younger self could'
‘comprehend .

-As oné would expect my
_mltlal reaction was, "This is:
-a cultural problem and it is-
,,present only in the Western,
~world." I also added,"We do. .

such c1rcumstances itis diff
cult to provide the individual .

*- attention that young learners .
~ learning outcomes. "Mgst.
- and later-in life. "
“Talso" v1v1dly recall that™
uring census: operatlons :
-dnd: many-election-related -
‘activities,  enumerators and.-
superv1sors ‘were cornmonlyx:
ecruited from educated un-:

requrre to master the basic:
< The problem is furth -

‘ {'aggravated by’the increas-

ing burden of non-teaching
“duties- assrgned to.teach- .
ers.” Apart from classroom

election work, BLO': a551gn-v
ments; census: operations;”
maintenance of Mid-Day

entry, digital reporting of "
school. act1v1t1es, Surveys’

istrative tasks. As a result,
a significant portion of their.
time and energy is d1verted
away from teaching..

- Today, our teachers are . .

undoubtedly more quali-
. fied, better trained and more -
- professionally equipped than

their predecessors. .This raises
an important question: Why.

“are so many children unable
“to'achieve the same founda-
 tional -competencies despite ~
‘béing taught by a far-more:

qualified teaching force? The

“answer perhaps lies not'in

the quality of teachers but in-
the conditions under: which
they are expected to work.
Much’ of their valuable time
and energy is consumed by
duties unrelated to teaching,
leaving less time for mean-

. ingful classroom instruction

and individual attentlon to
Jearners,
1 belong to a generatlon

“when' nearly 90- percent of

teaching and learning took

“place within the classroom

itself. Until the Generation
X era and even a few years

-said,

thereafier; there 'did not-

My Experience with the LGBTQ+
Communlty & The Prlde Month

i

.the world as Pride Month, -
and the LGBTQ+ commu-

nity,especially those in more

advanced.and developed
countries, come out in large -

numbers to celebrate their”

very existence.. While com:.

' munities ‘in. the West have -
become more open, their
‘counterparts in other parts’

of the world still have to hide .

_themselves for fear of being '
-stigmatized and mistreated -

by their own families and

.communltles
-1 know that the- trans .
-gender (LGBTQ%+) subject

is very complex, -especially
when'linked to religion; and -
I admit that.1 am not an ex- -

pert on the subject. However,

~what I will share is my own

experience with LGBTQ+

S 1peop1e and how these ex- -
‘periences have shaped my-

perspectlve on the'i issue.
- The Journey of " -

EENS Understandmg

“Let me start:from the' be-

ginning. In the latter part of

1989, when I was just begin-
‘ning. to understand the. life .

and culture of the people in’
the UK; Icame across .this -

issue. I already had too much
- on my plate, 1nclud1ng the -/
‘many.challenging -experi-
-‘ences:that were part of the

culture shock 1 encountered -

“while living in a foreign land.
1 had the shock of my.life! negative; and they were, of-

when for the. first time; my.

‘roving eyes caught: couples:
‘embracing-and kissing one’.
another at-railway statlonS'
-and in crty parks. T was not
‘used to seeing people engage:
“in these: actrv1t1es 1n open
_spaces.” :

Another shockmg exper1—

“ence “during this period of
| culture shock was learn- -
-ing*about the existence of

gay .and. lesbian’ people.: In.

1989, some Unitarians were =
‘.'already movmg the church:

ward recognizing “people

entified themselves i
ay and- lesbian. I was’ a

twenty-year-old young man

commg from -a small town, ;

with no experience ‘of even .
living in another part of India;

not have such people in our -

culture "".Then a colleague‘
| - who was present in the group

tapped me :on -the back: and "
"When ‘you go-back,

_-pear to be any‘serious ¢
cern regarding foundationa

people- who completed their -
elementary educat1on dur
_ing those years could rea

Iromcally, many teacher
n those days were less quali
fied than today's teacher
-and had little or no forma

,professmnal training. Yet :
students’ learred. Teachers‘ ities while allowmg teachers '

“had a clear mlss1on—t0 en-
sure thit every child could
read, write and calculate::

'They were: not burdened“’
with endless administrative
' fresponsrbrhtres Bt

Another” 1mportant fact
worth noting is that most par-
- ents during those days were

‘not highly educated. Many
“children came from: families

where parents: had ‘studied..
onlyup to the-primary-level,
while some were complete-:

1y illiterate: There -were-no
“private tuitions; coachrng‘

centres, smart phones. or
online" learnlng platforms. :

‘Yet children acquired basic

literacy and' numeracy, be-

cause schools and teachers

enisured ‘that learning took:

place within the classroom

itself - This demonstrates the -

“crucial role played by effec- -

tive classroom teaching anda .

strong focus on foundatronal -

" learning. -

C - Dostill v1v1dly remember
“that by Class: V. we were
conﬁdently solving fractions,

composing sentences from a’,
vocabulary of words given by .
our teachers and reading flu-

The month of June every -
year is observed throughout = *

“fluently, write"correctly’ and-’
“ perform basic anthmetlc wrth
: conﬁdence

-~ purpose: it provided tempo-

By H. H Mohrmen

"look: more carefully and you
w1ll see them living quiétly in
. $ociety. Although sometimes
they may not be as.cbvious

as-others because of the fear-
‘of being stigmatized, rest

assured that they are among
us, as being gay and, lesbran.
-is only-natural." -7+

A few' months later, I
“watched a documentary on
“BBC Channel 4, a. series
‘about gay and lesbian issues,
which further enlightened

'me.on the subject. Eric, my
friend who was training to-be -

a Baptlst minister, was upset
‘when he-saw. me watchmg
the. documentary ‘His im-
* mediate reaction was, "You

' should not ‘watch that kind -

=5

‘of documentary "

~Everything was’ new to'
me; and they say. curlosrty .
: kills the cat, but not in:my:

case: Liither King House at

" Rusholme; Manchester, was
‘part of the Northern Federa:"

tion- College for the training

of ministers, and ‘all my col-"*

leagues, both young and old,

were training: to: become -

pastors, mmrsters ‘or priests

denommatrons :

“ten viewed. in a bad 11ght

- They were not: accepted in:.
‘society and were seen as bad
-examples that should.not be -

+ encouraged.-Looking: back
and._considering that even
today the LGBTQ+ co

“a‘long Wway, yet many chal-
lenges pers1st
‘Lreally app e01ate the

courage of those people-who' -
_first came_out publicly and-
the hardshrps they endured1 :

its initial stages. Eve
land there ‘were: only a few
courageous people-who st
“ported them;-and fewer st

1nto thelr congregatlons
“Twas lucky to be bom into

- - and- travelers would” stop b
“Tn 1989, even in'the- UK to buy fruits and bananas
the general perception’ of "
people regardlng gay and-

“lesbian issues was still very.

- 'gram?) Immediately. came
the reply, "Wa ine 1bah Tangd:
* ruh ong bah," (Oh brother, -
‘why do you callme brother") .
Tlooked again at the person's:’
face and realized the vendor”

'fwasatrans-person who wor
* “lipstick:and earrings: "M
- mind had played a trick on’
me, arid T had made a wrong.
: assumptron based on onl

munity still faces immense.
~challenges, :I.can only:say -
that the commumty has come -

“had the courage to, come out:
openly There were dlso very:
few churches and ministers: -
- who began acceptlng them

society that'I encountered

and to learn-and' understand g

. from them L

. Meetmg Them in Person
My first'j Journey by train "

then one evening, while re-

-“turning from Guwahat1 to
Jowai on-a nrght super bus:
that- stopped at Nongpoh, I -
had a chance encounter with -
a local transgender person.

- Before theroad was w1d-
ened at Nongpoh, there: was:

an-open fruit stall under;the -
“banyari tree at the centre of -
the ‘town. Before the four::
lane hrghway from Umiam
. to Guwahati. was constructed i
frequent travellers to Guwa-

hati“would rememben th1 ‘
small open shop undera huge
banyan tree at Nongpoh c

“tre.. The' vendor sold some of -
in their respectlve Chrlstlan,:..

the choicest seasonal fruits,

sell 'these. apples. per kilo

on the ‘outside; but inside

‘a famlly with parents who * t
had a liberal. mindset, and:*{?

people ‘whose identities may

. transgender individuals.”
* . Our Recent Interaction

~AfterThad my tea, T'werit-
to the stall ‘and plcked‘up a’
few apples. oblivious. of the
‘surroundrngs, and asked-the
.:vendot, "Ei bah phi diekatno -
shi kilo kirie soh apple?".
’(Brother, how. much’ do yoi

and’ wanted us, to. counsel
“her. When we'started talking

there are people who may?‘«'
. appear to bé male or female

they may have different feel-
*ings about themselves T i

L are reluctant to come’ out

because of the fear.of being |

‘ t Sh
limited, and as'much as pos-- ;,pstlgma ized. These- ‘people

“sible I tried to observe closely
the: different’ aspects’ of the

are present in society, and we-

:simply accept them as:they
., appear; outwardly without. |-
‘really trying to understand
- .them. We rarely ty.to know
“their w1shes ‘their: desires,
-and how they see thernselves

: .“We also ha d lesbi
"~ was perhaps.in 1986. As a’ © have gay and lesbian

“'student of Kiang Nangbah
‘Government College, I-was .
part ofan excursion tout, and g
it was then that I had my first .
encounter: with transgender . ]
- people. Years went by, and  'MACS. and the project also -
1;includes: a category. of vul-
; nerable _population that-we

not be as obv10us as those of :

* We are lmplementmg the
LWS project supported by

need. to-reach out to called:

‘MSM: (men* havrng sex: “with
“men). The first MSM case we.
. identified was a-young:man

living iri-one of the: villages

-along the Assam- -Meghalaya |

border.” When:we :were able
1o contacthim and link him to

‘services, we found that he was -
‘HIV posrtlve A'few months’
“later, it was reported that he
'had passed away."

he: begmnm ; of last
recerved a call* from
former DRPof our LWS

‘project in West Jaifitia Hills.:
» She called nie from the Jowai

“in charge informed us “that

they had a'repeat offender.

jith them;, we learned that the
woman was b1sexua1 and was

living wrth a female partner

who was also an’ oﬁ'ender Our’

~staff followed up with them, |
g and we were shocked to later

eamn throiigh media: reports
hat the dominant partner,
ho also dressed hke amale,
d been arrested for t
me she committed.
“They Are Us.

ulture, but these are also’ hui-
ans presentin society. They

d they are not merely

deas or* subjects of debate.’
They are fleshand blood hu-:
man belngs and we meet and :

~interact with them every Now:

- and then: There are also many
people within the’ populatlon K

. whose’ sexual or1entat10n is:

berng brought up to be toler- " 3

ant and open to learning new.
<things from whatever.I came
across also helped me-in my’

smoothly in hrgher classes

mployed youth: This ar-
rangement served-a. dual

‘rary employment opportuni-

“to femain in ‘'schools and.

‘focus on teaching. Today,
when thousands of educated -

Young people are searching
for work; there isa strong
case for.reconsidering this
practrce 'instead of routine-
"ly assigning such duties:to

teachers. Every day a teacher

spends away from the class-
.Toom is d daylost i in a ch11d'
‘learning journey. -

“The Government. must se-
rrously reconsider the-grow-
ing'load of non-teaching

work imposed on teachers. -
‘Duties’such as census opera-: . -
_tions, surveys and elect1on--: el
“related a551gnments can be
entrusted t6 educated unem- ' -
‘ployed youth,.as' was often -

done in the ‘past. This would

not only provide temporary "
employment opportunities:”
but also-allow teachers to-
devote their full attention to -

‘classroom instruction.:

. .* At the same time, urgent -
steps must be taken to address .
the shortage: of teachers in* .-
‘Lowet -Primary Schools. No .

" school should be expected to
“function effectively with only "
one or twg teachers handlmg

“personal growth Lknew that
“y timé in.the: country, was; -

ently The strong foundatlon: ' .
~ laid during those formative - adequate teacher strength i
/ears enabled us to progress -
Ling. foundat;onal le mn

: loutcomes

gender people i

- munitjes; but we srmply take
them for granted;’ and some'

a prerequlsrte for improv

If Meghalaya is se

about improving learning*
" outcomes; the-solution-lies:

notmerely in more schemes;

- The future of our chlldren

: depends 1ot oni the number of =
years they spend in school,
but on-what they actually

learn »while they are there.

. Unless we’strengthen the -
-+ foundations at the elernen-‘

tary:level, we: will continue :.
to produce students-who:
“-advance from one c¢lass to.,
- another without acquiring -
- the basic skills necessary for

higher learning, meaningful®

~employment and respons1ble :
cltrzenshrp
Yours etc 5
Jairaj,. -

e t:* (o Vlaemall-

Growmg Impact :
& Implications of

the "Cockroach

?‘“‘Janta‘Party" E

Soc1al Medla
Trend

Edrtor

* your esteemed daily, I would

like to draw public attention
to arapidly es-calating online. -

Through the columns of
‘[‘authors  and.not that of|

1r choices’ or 1dent1tres -

_the fact remains that they are .
- members of our communities

and are part of.the society in

'heno'menon known as. the:|’
Cockroach-Janta’ Party :

* This trend has recently’ gamed :

lassive traction across vari- Pt
us ‘social ‘media platforms,

‘transforming from a-seemi:
“ingly isolated internet joke'

into‘a w1despread cultural

?talkmg point. -
reports and’ infrastructure -
“projects.<It lies:in ensurlng
“that every-child acquires..
~“strong - foundational skills-i 1n\
‘ readmg, writing and arithme
“tic, and that every teacher is -
. given the time, support and"
. freedom to teach. :

- "What 1n1t1a11y manrfested,
as a'light hearted meme has
‘now evolved:into a main-;
stream’ drgrtal movement,”

“engaging a srgmﬁcant de-

mographic. of internet users, |

- particularly the youth While |

internet humour is:a’ staple

-of médern communication,

trends: of this nature often;

“carry underlying social com=’

mentary or cynicism that can

-influenct public discourse:
- As young minds increasingly.

consume and participate in

‘this Wave, it raises nnportant :
-questions.about: the nature

of contemporary digital sat="

~ire;. political 1ron'y,' and its'
“long-term - 1mpact on youth‘
'perspectlves

“As:ca soclety heav-

Lo ily plugged: into the digital

world, it is crucial to analyze

: how such: viral frends shape
- the:mindsets-of our-younger
‘generation. I hope this letter
serves as a prompt for read- |
-ers to crrtrcally reflect-on
-the media we_consume. and

'propagate darly _
*% = Youfs etc
J ake Leuken Chulla1
e Shrllong

Artrcles and letters ap- _
pearmg on th1s page are|
the views -of the writers/|

The Shtllong Ttmes

lell the Khas1 People V
“ Survive if They Did Away

By thhard H thar

: Introductwn
-<The ‘question ‘of . whether

the Khasi people would sur-* "

.vive as a distinct tribe if- they -
Aabandoned thejr custom-
ary practices and customary

‘laws:is not merely-a’ legal-

or’cultural question. Tt is-4"

*] question of identity; memory,

¥

spirituality, and collective’

| existence. The Khasi people. -
1 have survrved for centy-

ries not because of political

. power, mrlltary strength or’

economic dominance,-but

because of a degply. rooted s

‘digenous ‘System of customs, :
traditions, values; and. laws-
that have shaped thelr socral
lrfe and worldview, -

-Inthe modern era many
indigenous ‘communities

- aroynd the’ world face pres:

‘sures- from : globalization,
urbanization, migfation,:.
modermzatlon ‘and religious .
transformatron The Khasi -
people are:no exceptron As':
-younger generatlons increas-
ingly adoptmodern 11festyles
some have begun to question .
whether customary laws and *
practices are still relevant.

Yet the abandonment of these
customs raises an important

concern: if the foundations:+

‘|“of Khasi society areremoved,
[ what remains that makes the

Khasi people distinct? .

‘. This essay argues. that
‘while the Khasi people may
continue to exist biologically -
and politically, the abandon- -

| mient of customary practices "

and - customary laws would
‘gradually erode the unique
identity, social structure, and
cultural- heritage - that deﬁne
them as.apeople.:

Understandmg Khasi

Custonmnyacuoesandlaws y

» Khasicustomary practice

Tefer to the inherited ‘tradi- ./
tions;. rituals:’ ‘social norms, -
rand cultural values ‘that have '

been, transmrtted from gen-

| eration to generatlon "These "

include: kinship obhgatrons,
clan'relationships, marriage:
customs, inheritance systems, :
‘community festivals, Téspect. :
for: elders, and: tradltlonal
'mstrtutlons Customary laws
are the legal expressions of
these customs. “They govern
matters ‘such"as’ rinheritance, "
‘clan membership, land own-

ersh1p, d1spute resolutlon

Unhke modern statutory/
laws, customary laws emerge -
from the collectrve wrsdorn

-|'and experit nce of the com-
her mumty B
"2 For'the »Khasr people »

customs and laws are insepa-

rable from social identity. 7' ‘

“They providé a‘framework
-within>which' individuals :
understand -who ‘they are;,
where they belong, and what
respons1b111t1es they owe to
‘others. " . :
- Role of Customary Laws v
Preservmg Khasi Identity -
One of the most distinctive

featires of Khasi society isits

matrilineal .systém.  Descent
is traced through the mother, -
and’clan identityis-inher- .
ited from the mother. This
“system:is not: merely a legal:
darrangement; itis'a cultural "

institution that shapes fam-. .

“ily“relationships-and:social -
responsibilities.. Through ity
children know their lineage,
clans maintain-continuity,
and ancestral connectlons are
preserved f

If customary laws gov-
‘erning clan membership and”
-inheritance were abandoned,-
the social stryctures that have, -
sustained. Khasi identity for
‘centuries would. gradually 4
weaken.-Overtime, the com--
munity might lose important -
-markers of its distinctiveness: .
and .become-increasingly
‘assimilated- into domlnant
cultural patternsi” )

The survival of a people
depends not-only: on' physi- -
cal existence but also on

‘the continuity of their col--7
‘lective- memory.: Customary -
laws serve as vessels of that

‘memory.
.The Importance of Tlp
P KurTipKha' [

Among ‘the most profound
ethical ideals of Khasi culture
is T1p Kur Tip Kha—t¢ know -
one’s maternal and patérnal

relations. This:principle is
far more than genealoglcal Y

knowledge. It embodies an

-entire philosophy of sogial
. responsrbrhty and communal

belonging. X
To know’ one s Kur (ma-

ternal ¢clan) and Kha (paternal .

relatlons) is to understand "
.one’s place within a web of .

) relatlonshrps that extends

E to ‘cultural decline.

£ aCroSS generatrons It pre-:

-vents social fragmentation: " .
‘andstrengthens communal DR 1
.solidarity. Tip Kur Tip Kha'- - |~
~forms-amoral foundatlon for;" o

Khas1 society.:

-y

If. customary practmessf L]
dlsappear these ethical prin=.. =+ = ]

ciples may lose their practi
cal expression.: The resul

would not srmply be the: :
loss of certain traditions but -
.the' weakening of the moral . 7 -
framework: that sustains ="

:: Khasi communal life:
‘Customary Practrces as
Camers of Cultural Memory~

“Culture survives through
practrces ‘Languages, ‘sto- -
-1i€s; songs, rituals, festivals; -
-and ‘social customs are the:
-means by which a people‘.'

remember who they aré:’
“Khasi'festivals, tradl
t1ona1 rrtes, and. customary

_practices inKhasi Insitutions -
~associated with family and’
--community life: serve as-
* living expressions of Khasr L
-fidentity. They connect.pres-'. . .
- ent-generations.with-their .

s-ancestors and reaffirm the-

: values of the communlty .

“knowledge ‘becomes de-%
tached from daily life: -

_The loss of customary
practrces therefore’ threatens
. cultural continuity. "

"The Relationship Between
Custom and Spirituality -
-Traditional Khasr thought
oes not sharply separate. .
“culture; ethrcs, and spiritual-
- ity. Human life s understood?
s existing within a sacred. .
rder established by U- Ble
Nongthaw the'Creator:

. The ethical ideals of Kha

 si‘lifé are rooted in this un-

derstandmg To live rightly -

is not only to follow social
‘rules but also .fo maintain
harmony with' the -divi
order. Many: Khasi:think-
ers, including H..0. Maw-
“rie,’have emphasized that

‘Khasi religion: and - culture:.’

“are deeply- ‘interconnected.. -
.:The erosion of customary
. practices therefore -affects.
: not only cultural identity but
“also spiritual consciousness,
Their disappearance would

““createa- significant -gap: in
:'the collectlve 11fe of the‘ i

commumty
“-Lessons from Otherv
- Indigenous Peoples

- The experiences of indig-
enous communities’ around:
" the world demonstrate that:.
-tHe ‘abandonment of tradi--
tronal customs often’ lea

‘Many 1nd1genous groups

‘customary institutions, and.-

“traditional practicés eventu- . © |-

" ally experienced. identity cri-
::ses and social fragmentation.

" Whiile individuals continued -~

to exist, the collective iden- -
ity of the people became
1ncreasrngly weakened.

‘Conversély, communi=
“'ties that have preserved

~and adapted’ their customs. -

- while engaging with moder-+
nity have often maintained: :
- a stronger sense of" 1dent1ty

..and cohesion, The challenge

~i8. therefore not choosing; *

“between tradition’ and’ mo-'~ L
- dernity but ﬁndmg ways to RS

- integrate both. -
::Can Khast Soclety Modemlze
W'thout Losing Its Identity?. -

- The answer is yes: Cus-i
tomary practices and laws® "

are not static relics of the -
past. Throughout ‘history, -
‘Khasi society has-adapted:
+ to-changing circumstances .
while preserving.its. core:
values. Modern education;:
~ technological advancement,:
‘democratic governance; and
_economic development need:
‘not require the abandonmient -
“'of customary institutions.:
- Rather, they can coexist w1th

them Some customs mayre- i

quire reinterpretation in hght
_of contemporary . realities. .

- Others may evolve naturally
over time. However, reform.::

tment. i :

“Atree- may grow new
branches; but it cannot sur-
‘vive if its roots are cut off.

.. * Similarly, Khasi- soclety
can modernize successfully

_only if it remains connected

“to the cultural and ethical®

foundations that have sus-~ -
tained it for generations.: ... '

KC/[ " Lower Primary Schools. It
v is not uncommon to find.
B’I *- schools with only one ortwo

: teachers managing classes *
I( ~ from KG to Class V. Under
"~ o r " -

-

-

W1th Customary Practlces" \_;:;f-"

'ﬁ that lost their languages, . :

is drtferent from abandon-f ‘

es, culture risks becoming
merely an object of histori-* "1 ¥}
. cal study ratherthana living~- . === 1|
.reality. A people who'cease:’
“ to_practice their traditions: " -
- may retain knowledge about - - 4:
‘them;, but: eventually. that -

*




b ‘targeted mlght have been selected because of local.
- grievances. Normally one department that is usually

- “The greatest enemy of, progress is not

stagnatton but false progress.”

— Sydney J. Harrls

The Shillong Times

Val No:LX V111 No.297

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2026

Who’s Behind the Recent Arson
PEOPLE of Meghalaya hiave all but forgotten what
it is to live in fear; to close shop by sunset and not

- to be able to observe the two 1mportant national’

holidays — Repubhc Day and Independence day.

‘Those were the years when militant outfits called

the shots. After the year 2000 when Meghalaya had
a no-nonsense ‘Home Minister the gun-toting outfit
sent feelers to come overground Many took up

“the. challenge of pursuing hvehhood act1v1t1es with
Govemment assistance. Since then, life has almost
- returned to normal and tourism is boommg Police

Bazaris a great {ndicator of the number of vrsltors

lost srght of.

- thronging the sfate. Add to that the visitors in the
- < “state's rural tourist hubs and you have a fairly: huge '
" number. Tourists visit Meghalaya because itisa
safe place And th1s 1mportant aspect must never be'

. Itisnowa matter of speculatlon as to who could
have been behmd the series of arson in the early

‘morning héurs of June 6, largely targeted at Govem—'
* ment vehrcles most probably parked by the roadsrde :

' occurred w1th1n a very narrow w1ndow, reportedly

between 3 am and 4 am-on the same morning and

. vehicles were targeted in drfferent locationis speaks:
 ofa well-coordmated plan. Hence it could not have

beena random act. The question is whois behmd this

) ;act Some groups are known to use petrol bombs as
"~ a strategy to intimidate 1nd1v1duals or. departrnents
. theyhave had disagreements v wrth East Khasr Hills

SP Vivek Syrem stated that 1nvest1gators are tryrng

- 1o determine whether the attacks were coordrnated :
° This indicates that the poss1b111ty of a common plan
is the central line of inquiry. No arrests have as
yet been made and nelther has’ any group clalmedj
responsrbrhty for these series of actions. It is also,

uncertain as to which group or groups have a grouse

'agamst the Govemment at this point in time since no

group has placed any urgent demand recently The
motrve is therefore unclear. . ERI W .
So while the series of 1nc1dents appear to be

. ‘lmked to one group because of the trmmg, method;
A “and target selection, the perpetrators are. yet to be-

, '1dent1ﬁed This i is ‘why ¢ etemal vrgrlance is needed,
~more $0° in a state that hasa hrstory of such attacks’.
- in the past Investrgatlon into such crimes requrre'
T that police have close co-ordrnatron w1th the locale
- dorbar shnong and a healthy polrce-publrc relatron ‘
' _There was a time. ‘when 'some DGPs made this as-
.' pect an 1mportant part of their agenda. But later the

v Apollce-publrc relatronshrp -just ﬁzzled out. At this

‘point there are only conjectures that the departments-

targeted is the Police Department So, what is’it in

‘recent trmes that the Police Departrnent has done
- to anger or frustrate any orgamsatron or pressure

' group‘? What law ‘enforcement actions were taken

. against any group" Perhaps that’s where the answer
“lies. But getting to the root of the matter is rmperatrve -

. asthis could escalate 1nto future undesrrable actrons

B _that could endanger pubhc safety

. Letters to the Edrto

* Reality of

lHostel Trmmgs

Editor, -~
Through the columns of

your esteemed newspaper, 1 -
" wish to-draw urgent public

attention to the unfair prac-

tice of imposing -separate .
‘hostel timings for men and ~

women in our educatipnal
institutions. Across India,

“- and notably within our own

region, almost all women's

hostels enforce rigid night .
_curfews that admlnlstratlvely

confine adult students. in-
doors beyond a certain hour.

After 6:00 PM, -while male -

students enjoy the ordinary
freedom to move about the
campus, female students find

- themselves effectively caged. -

by the college administra-
tion, restricted from walking

: through buildings otl;olccupy-
‘ing campuses that belong to-
A " measures. We need better

lighting, reliable campus.
‘transportation, active se-"
curity patrols, responsive .

them just as much.
These discriminatory cur-

- fews essentially dictate who -

istreated asa free citlzen and'
who is viewed as a liability.

- Challeng’ing* .
- the Regressive

durrng a sudden medical

~_emergency? More so what
happen during earthquake” ,
These are critical questions.
. that institutional-authori-
“ties con51stently refuse to~

answer, -

Cockroach Janata Party: The

A new pulse has arrived in

the streets of Indja’s youth, and -
it came disguised in a humorous -
web campaign. The Cockroach ™

Janta Party (CJP) began as a
satirical response to a Mlippant
remark: On 15 May 2026,
Supreme Court Chief Justrce
Surya Kant compared certain -

activist youth to “cockroaches,”
sparking nationwide outrage. A"
| day ‘later, Maharashtra native -

Abhijeet Dipke, - then a-30-

year-old pubhc relations student
/in Boston - embraced the in-
sult. Using borrowed snark, he .
launched the’ Cockroach Janta. -

.| Party online on-16 May. 2026

as a parody of the political es-
tablishment, especially asa pun-
on the Bharatiya Janata Party -
(BJP), The timing was right,
millions of young Indians took .
notlce on social media. ' {

social networks. The party’s

Instagram and- X accounts ex- -

ploded in. followers, .reaching: .

-} well over twenty million within -

a week — more than most. na-

tional. parties could boast. Its .

posts combined sharp memes, .
stylized -posters and a simple.
-manifesto: five core demands -
“touching hot-button issues. For
example, it demands block-

ing post-retirement judicial -

.appointments to Parliament,.
treating any vote-rigging as an
actof terror, reserving half of all " *
parliamentary seats and cabinet -

posts for, women, cancelling -
Ticerices of billionaire-owned -
 news channels, and penahzmg
political turncoats with a 20- -

year ban. The platform even
-proclaimed -itself the “Voice =
of the Lazy & Unemployed,”
opening methbership to anyone
* chronically online. Tts founders.
‘styled every demand to. mix-
humour. with outrage, knowing:

_that young people are frustrated

‘by nepotism, systemic cor-

‘ruption and a feeling. that the:
:system Trarely. addresses the1r -

real problems. -:

- These. organizers are not
career politicians.. Founder -
Abhijeet Dipkeis a former AAP -

social media: volunteer ‘turned-

tstudent activist, and his team is -

.| similarly unconventlonal Chief .

spokesperson Saurav Das is an.
.investigative journalist who has
covered legal and social issues.
-and even joined anti- pollutlon
protests at India Gate. Another
, spokesperson Vijeta Dahiya,; -
is a polifical researcher, author

and-filmmaker (he’s known
for directing Haryanvi feature -

“films and ‘writing: books)." The -

third. spokesperson, Ashutosh -

Ranka, was a management

‘consultant turned activist, with ..

credentials from IIT Kanpur, . .
LSE and. a stint at McKinsey.

‘| None of these figures' emerged -

‘through the usual political lad-
der; instead, they built public -

1nﬂuence through content cre-:,
ation, reporting and-grassroots :

;causes, Their appointment as
CIp spokespeople is itself tell- -

“ing; it shows that the movement -

~values digital savvy and issue-
based credibility -over- old-
‘school patronage networks.”

Behind the 'screen banter :

-were real protests and petitions: .-
By late May local CJP chapters
"had sprung up in dozens of ¢it-:
ies. Volunteers in some places ‘-
even staged guerrilla cleanup,

“.. | drives in cockroach costumes;:

Ina patriafchal framework, .-
- women are routinely treated”

- as the latter. Furthermore, - -
. ~these¢ lock-up policies intro-

. duce severe safety hazards. -
What happens . in the event’
of .a fire? What happens .’

If the world outsrde is g
deemed unsafe for women b

harassment...

issue receives the ‘urgent

attention it deserves, prompt- *
ing educational*institutions*:
to dismantle these outdated. -
‘policies and truly uphold ‘

- gender equahty

.after dark; and men are pre-. .

“sumed to be the primary
* threat, why are the potential

victims being. locked up?

. As the Kerala High™Court.
“aptly noted, "Hostels are
not prlsons Dlscrrmrnatrve"~

restrictions cannot be im-

posed'on women, and if men -
~create. trouble then lockup ™

the men."
Instead of 1mposmg

regressrve restrictions on -
.women, institutions in Me--

ghalaya must-pivot toward

robust campus security-.

gnevance redressal systems

Name of the
Khas1 falth

Edrtor ,
"'With reference to the
news headline, "Khasi faith

-followers agree on "Niam .-

Khasi, Niam Tre' as a com-
n - differ from one another. For

“mon religion for Census,

which appeared in this news

daily on June 3, 2026, 1 wish
to state upfront that I to-
tally disagree with the name.
~‘Niam Khasi,;” and Niam

d Khasr Niam Tre as a.com--

L mon religion that had been
“decided by the leaders of the
" Seng Khasi (Kmre) '

and strict pumshments for -
Cnesifaith / Khasi religion is;

‘Khasi’ and it is the name .-

“that the Khasr faith followers .
‘must write and must ask all -

Every -hostel curfew g
teaches-a damaging: politi-"
cal lesson: it tells women that -
equality-ends at the campus

gate. | sincerely hope this_

: Murchana Kashyap .
. : Shrllong,

_New Kid On The Block

- ByKC Monnappa

symbolically uncloggmg 'S0~
ciety’s drains. The biggestmo-
.ment came on 6 June in Delhi..
- Dipke flew home from the US" °

“and immedrately led 4 rally at

Jantar Mantar, joining hundreds -

‘of mostly young supporters:

They démanded the Education-
Minister’s resignation over
repeated exam paper leaks and ”
“careless grading errors'that had - -
jeopardized students’ futures.
“Dipke even set a-symbolic 5
pm deadline for the minister to*

step down; when it passed with
no answer, he warned of broader
demonstratlons nationwide.

The ‘message was clear: this

- youth uproar-had a sharp edge -
beyond mere intérnet, banter. -
* Participants-chanted for ac-

* Within days, CJP’s mes- - countability, with banners read-
sage spread like wildfire across -

ing slogans like “When cheats.
“rule ‘exams; justice loses” and
- .“End the exam scam.” Police
- described the Delhi event as

as the crowd dispersed. The.

CIP linked its cause to ongo-~
-ing exam controversies such as

the NEET undergraduate leak,

showrng how its . members tap

into existing student anger. -

InNortheast India, including, " *
Shrllong and Meghalaya, the-

CJP story is still unfolding. En-

“thusiasm may start/on’ screens, -

.but it:has become palpa.ble“
locally. A simple search on Ins- .- :
‘tagram revealed five Meghalaya
specific Instagram pages which -
“:: satirical protests, but the sheer -

“have quickly gained hundreds
" of followers — a significant feat,

- given-that local student unions -
" and’clubs rarely break a few -
* hundred. Even if no large rally -
has taken place in Shillong yet; "

~the buzz has. reached, colleges

', and cafés: Some young -vot-"-
ers here relate to the slogans\ B

“about jobs and corruption, be-

“cause Northeast graduates also -~
R language as unseemly, llkemng -

certain chants to unpatriotic slo-; -
“gans.-Yet beyond that, no formal - °

* struggle to find steady employ-

ment. Local observers note that -
- Meghalaya’s ~youth- have their -
own list of gr1evances =W
- employment, exam issues and -,

_ infrastructure gaps - -which the

* CJP thetoric mirrors. Some state -~
. politicians have downplayed *’
- the’ movement bigger.-Indeed,

a few on social media Joke that*

it:as a passing: internet. trend,:

but community activists warn - -
 that young people are watching -
‘how issues are handled. If local -

leadersi ignore this stir, they tisk

appearing out of touch with'a
generation that already feels

neglected. . -

bers of. Generation Z, digital

" natives ‘with high social-media.

savvy. Their organizing, by-—
passed traditional party offices; -
. they built momentum by viral:'.
- hashtags and memie ¢ards, not
“handshakes and rallies; The :
‘three new spokespeople an-
‘nounced by the party reflect
that genieration’s mode of influ-
“ence. Saurav Das builta proﬁle
onhne through journalism and:-

street campaigns; Vijeta Dahiya -
" built ohe. through writing and -

- filmmaking; Ashutosh Ranka:
. through educatlon activism and -
“online content. All thrée had
-audiences beforej joining CIP —
“whetherreadérs of i mvestrgatwe‘\,»
reports, viewers of indie docu- .
mentaries or followers of educa-

-tion reform debates, This trend .
o shows how the creator—economy

‘{ The name of the Kha-

‘the adherent to writé in all
official government and non-

- governmental documents
+ (offline/online) that require .
~them to disclose the -name of ..

their religion. W

My siblings, my mother: -
and 1 normally write the -

Yours etc, + name ‘of our religion as

7 What is thls shrft" Atits” ,
‘heart the CIP i is led by mem-

is spllhng 1nto pohtrcs these
leadets were known via social

_members that is a virtue, not

from within the crowd, not a
seasoned powerbroker. .-

Cmclally, the key- figures -
' '_,and supporters seem genuinely-
. motivated by the issues they. -
champron, at least so ‘far. No. "
credible’ evrdence has surfaced -

that any major party is secretly

pulling the strings. Dipke insists.

he-cut ties with the AAP well . -
. before-starting CJP, ‘and no’
sitting politician has. publicly.
~endorsed..it.-Speculation-and.

- gossip abound on social media—; °
~some sceptics suggest shadowy -
largely peaceful, with barsi- . .
cades but only minor detentions’

. funding or rival involvement
.= but nothing concrete has
* emerged; So far CJP has pnmar-

ily been a self-funded campaign -

of meknes and volunteers. That

~does not guarantee purrty faor:

long; any.rapid success will
- attract attention. But for the
‘moment, CJP appears to be an -
 authentic groundswell, aloosely: -
organized swarm’united by, -

shared frustration, not by con- -

" tracts_or corp'orate backers.. -

Ja ‘question for governance.’
Democraciés- often  tolerate -

" digital scale here is new. Al- -
réady," the ruling. coalition'in
New Delhi has noticed the buzz.
‘So far it has acted-with caution. -
The government quietly had.
" the- CIP’s Twitter/X-account -
blocked: on’security ‘grounds; :
prompting a legal challenge by -
the party. Some ministers pub-- -
11c1y denounced the movement’s:,

‘negotiations or “policy responses: -
have been -announced. The
" muted. official reaction seems
‘calculated; a“heavy-handed .-
clampdowp nmight only ‘make

the authorities, appear-to be
“watching but not'squashing”’
“the cockroaches for now: Th1s
response may reflect worry that -
- too-much suppression would -
*“galvanize all those online fol-.

- far, the message is mixed: the -

CIP attracts attention, but no
7 one dares grip the ladder too}

hard and risk a crash,

- Is this energy hkely to force""“

changes or to fizzle out?.Only "
v time; will tell. If-the phenom- -
enon spurs any tangible-action -

~'=say, more thorough probeSi

of exam scandals or ‘new job =
programmes —+it would vali- -
“‘date the movement’s impact.
“‘Already, opposition leaders
have begun to highlight the very
issues CJP raised (exam paper -
mtegnty, youth unemployment) -
< in their own'spéeches, -hoping -

to co-opt some of the: fervour. ..

~On the other hand, experience

~passes or gets diluted. Critics ',
- recall-older digital movements.
(over the C1tlzensh1p A

1am

.the name of the mdrgenous
faith(religion) practiced by
the Khasis, and Niamtre is -
. the indigenous falth(rehglon)

practlced by the Jaintias 50 -

why add the word ‘niam’

‘medning rellgron to the

fa1th‘7

Yours etc 5

| Wallamblang Rani,

Via: emall

‘Khasi” and I'beli¢ve many

Khasi faith-followers do

--the same. However, I was
" shocked that the 1eaders of -
- the ‘Seng Khasi (Kmie) and’ -
" the Seifi' Raij had dec1ded,~
- on the wrong name for the
v Khasi faith / Khasi religion. -

‘I'think the leaders know ..
the meaning of "niam” in
English. In English, it means
faith and religion. The names.
‘of the religions in this world

example, we have Christian- .
ity; Hinduism, Buddhism, :

- Islam, Sarna Songsarek ete.

When a Hindu' writes the.
‘name ‘of his/her religion in .
any document he/she wrrtes
Hinduism; not ‘Hinduism re-

ligion.” Therefore, the name,
) of the Khasi rellglon must -

When J ustlce
18 Demed

Edltor o e

Delay in dehvermg Judge-
ment in criminal cases causes
" a several hardships. In some

“cases the verdict comes after -

“a very long time and by that
- time the accusedare either -
- dead or too weak to be'in
:prison. The case of an 84-:
' year old Bihar man‘accused -

-is the-only survivor. His pres-

- ent'condition evokes-pity in "+’
unlookers He ‘cannot walk.

media long before they became -
aparty’s public face: For young - . views, they face the risk that a
d vice. It means CJP’s'image -
“is crowdsourced from below,. -
- not draped from above by one”;
boss. Even Abhijeet Dipke’s’
leadership. feels self-made, he *
introduced himself as a voice "

The, CJP_may.also’ pose,”

lowers into offline activists:'So-

suggests many viral movements:
+fade once the initial excltement =

nd-~ your own risk:

* be“Khasi’ wrthout the preﬁxi

To! conclude, Khasr rs :

"in a crime he commrtted 3400
years ago raises several ques- g
- tions. Others accused in the:
-same crime have died and he .

“‘ment Act of NEET etc) that”

“saw.a burst of intensity and ‘|-

‘then ebbed. Tt will matter how
established politicians respond, -

if they treat CJP as a joke or.a

+ nuisance, dismissing it in inter-

- real swell of resentmient. will

. or trying to channel youth cori-

. cerns into pohcles the unrest

.may ease.’ z'« S

" The CIP’s rise is also acau-
“tion- about ¢o-option-and free-
riding. The movement prides
itself on being independent.-

~CIP leaders insist it was built-

~without help from any political

party.-But in India’s sprawling -
. democracy, even organic pro-

tests ‘can: attract: opportunists,
= Opposition figures have already
slipped out messages of soli-
darity on social media; hoping

“1o tap into .CJP’s momentum-

~with minimal‘commitment,

-uprising stays_pure for long.

_The concern is that if the trend
grows, mainstream actorsonall

" sides will try to ride the wave.:

- The coming months will show
whether CJP can hold ifs own:
or be pulled: into the familiar
playbook of Indian politics. - -

'What does this mean- for

Shlllong :and: beyond?:The..

. Cockroach Janta Party’ may

-sound like a joke, buf the warn-
-ing 1s serious. India has 400
. million people aged 15 to 29,

- and-creating jobs for them has
-long been 2 struggle.: Young
"~ people- here see themselves in_
the CJP story, thousands of local
“graduates live in hope of jobs
“and accountability. If leaders"

“dismiss this as a passing: fad;

- they will miss the point. Ignor--

ing such youthful anger is risky:

all stripes should" take note:

-listen now or be outmanoeuvred

by the. very. generation they
must Telyon: -+,

~.come a symbol of the demands

- that today’s youth are. placmg

+-on all parties and governments.
In' Meghalaya and elsewhere, -

it offers a clear message, new.’

movements.can ‘come -from
‘nowhere to create a ground-
swell, Veteran politicians are
well-advised to heed it, rather:
" than’kick it aside. When young .
-yoters start-trending in: phone

~ screens arid fillin up rallies,.it

"is @ wake-up call that the road

ahead ~ for any- ruhng coalition

.or-opposition — must:include
-real answers on employment,
~veducation and transparency.

. Those who ignore the chant of

~movements such as “Cockroach

Janata Party” do soat their own
“peril. Ina democracy, the light

cannot stay off on these-issues-
~forever. Far from- being mere

‘ment’s risé-is a warning to"all
. parties; ignore young people’s
-anger, over jobs and’ exams at

without help. How w111 such -
“-a criminal become a threat
to society? What is the-logic™
“of putting him behind bars?
- Certainty of punishment is
“more important than’its se-
“verity. Punishment handed
- “out after a long delay loses-

“its relevance. Fast and fair

- trial and delivering of verdict

are of utmost importance in -
" thé judicial system. Handing

: out punishment without de--

lay will act as a deterrent in

 considerations are important
_even in punishment. Very
~ old'and physically weak"

5 people must not be put in

“prison for a long time. Long
~ delay in trial and meting out

~punishment will undermine |
2 o ‘mrtlally the. most hesitant

are often not ‘convinced by . -

trust in the judicial system.
Substantial reforms must be
' nnplemented in‘the judicial.
“system. Even in pumshment
‘people must not be treated-
. unfairly.: Justice delayed is.
1ndeed _]ustlce denred
: Yours etc o
" +VenuGS,
o Kollarn

Aticles and letters-ap-
pearmg on:this page are
‘| the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
| The Shillong Tinies~ , -

continue to build. If they start
adoptmg some of.its: langudge:

- Meanwhile;: some ruling-party -
strategists may:be: exploring
- angles;to neutralise the threat
- or ‘even start their own youth’
 projects.in response. Ina land
“where veteran parties adapt
tqurckly to-newchallenges, no

The “cockroaches” will:not,
* vanish until core issues— ]ObS,
~ fairness and opportunities —are
addressed Political leaders- of

"In the broader sweep of
. Indian politics, the CJP mayiot -
. become a’long-term party on
. the ballot. But it has already be- |

 cartoonish venting, the move-

“criminal cases. Humanitarian ‘recommended because it

genuinely mattered for their:
“child’s wellbeing rathef than .

Trafﬁc nghts and Trust: A -
Pubhc Health Lesson from

Shrllong S Intersectlons

- By Benedicta Sthutt Kumar

Shlllong has no trafﬁc
hghts N

At the busrest intersec-.

tions in the crty, where roadsvi

converge from 1mpossrble
angles and. traffic’ seems
'to be on the verge of col-
lapsmg into chaos, a smgle
traffic pohceman or woman -

_ standsnn the mrddle ofitall..
Sometimes small in stature,
armed with a whistle and. -

an_outstretched hand, they

- direct the flow of cars; taxis;

scooters and pedestrrans
through observatlon .com-

‘munication and tiny gestures
that everyone understands..

> Somehow, it works. .

- Where much ofthe world 1

rehes on- blrnkrng lights,

“countdowns ‘and automated -
'systems to’ control traffic:

flow, Shillong begs to differ. .

‘What keeps-order here is:

not infrastructure; It is frust

in:a human ‘being. People;

slow downbecause:some-

body ‘is-looking directly at-’

them: They.move because -
“another: person signals that -
it is safe to do so. Shillong’s - :

roads function not through

- automation, but through re-

lationship and real-time hu-*
man judgement. It struck me

recently that public health in -

Meghalaya may funct10n in-

‘much the same way. -

“For years, we have tried
to change health behaviour' .
through information. Posters

are printed and distributed in-
stacks. IEC materrals arrive -

in villages by the’ hundreds.

Television programmes,

loudspeaker announcements
-and WhatsApp_forwards
cendlessly repeat the same. "

messages. Frontline work-
ers are trainéd-to recite the

“fivekey messages exactly !
as written, ‘This: communi-*- -

cation. is valuable but ‘after-

repeated éxposure, it can
drift past without truly ‘set-
| tling, anywhere. It .is-seen, "
‘acknowledged brleﬂy, and)
; forgotten o S
. Human. beings rarely

change sunply because they
-are mstructed to.

A young: man. who has;.
v‘watched alcohol. abuse
slowly, consume’ the lives:

of people around him is not
suddenly. transformed by a

‘poster warning him about. -
liver disease. Parerits decid- -,
‘ing whether’to vaccinate.

their baby are not:simply

‘responding to a pamphlet. A " -

teenager strugghng quietly
with anxiety is unlikely to

open’ up because a slogan "
told her mental health mat-".
ters."These decisions are.
.deeply human. They sit in-
side fear, memory, mistrust, :
-fam11y histories and years’

of lived experience with

systems that have. oﬂen felt .

'drstant or indifferent.

-We:at IIPH Shlllong are'— .
-reminded of this repeatedly,
especially whilé working on

1mmumsatron in some of'the -
most vacéine hesitant com=
munities in the state: In these

] villages, the issue was never -
| that families had not-heard-

about Vaccrnes They had -

heard the announcements: -

“They knew the session dates
[ and some could even repeat .,
the health messages back -
‘Wword:for word. What'they",

lacked was trust — confi-_

‘dence that help would be -
avallable if complications -~
arose, that their .questions.
‘would-be. answered -hon-

estly-instead of brushed .

-aside’ in the rush of another :
immunisation session, and -

that vaccination was being -

because somebody higher up -

in the system needed targets

met and.quotas filled. -
"The’ families who are:

more “information: They.
may change their minds-

because somebody sat with .
them. Perhaps a. famrlrari‘j
'ASHA returned again and “~"m
again. without frustration or
a nelghbour shared their own;
"experience. Through these -
acts, trust can'slowly replace,

suspicion..: -+ -
This drstmctron feels im-
portant at a fime when con-

versations around healthcare’

“are increasingly dommated S

"by dashboards; apps and .-
- digital systems: Thesethmgs o
- matter, of cours¢: They make
-systems: measurable and..”

* scalable but health-secking. - '

“behaviour. is rarely built® .
through data’ alone. Prevén- - -

tive healthcare in partrcular
. asks; people to actbefore cri-
.- sis arrives..It-asks someone”,
"who feels perfectly healthy
“to attend a screening camp. Tt .
. asks families to rethink food .
~habits before illness appears..’
It asks people to pause long .
enough to consider: what -

~ years. of tobacco; al¢ohol

- or-unmanaged stress may.-
‘eventually doto therr bodres
and minds:

_Those are’ drfﬁcult shrfts
to create through mformar
“tion alone. Which' is per-.
-haps why the idea behind *
" Meghalaya’s Vrllage Health -

+ Council$ remains so compel-,. EEN g
ling.. When :the VHCs were T

Afirst envrsloned the idea was®
not simply to creaté another:

“ committee in the already

- busy village. The idea was’
to.create a trusted bridge

s -

“between communltres and, .-

. the health system itself. A

: group of docal .people: who. * -

‘understood the tealities of -
their own villages and could -
~mobilise action from within,

. ‘not through authorrty, butf‘}!‘“V

through relationship: *

+ in this way. In Mawsadang, "

 the VHC has' organised ac- "\ ..
trvrtles ranging from-water =

_ testing initiatives to tobac- .

o cessation programmes’;i S

- aimed at improving lifestyle ",
and health awareness: In

Ichamati, the VHC identi-: " i

“fied anaemia in pregnancy. .

.-as.a‘major:local concern:

after discussions with the *
- Community Health Centre, -~
and subsequently orgamsed :
a communrty awareness pro-.
- gramme focused on maternal

‘nutrition and; earlycare= " ; . .°
seeking. In Wahlyngdoh, |
local leadership has playeda': = -

- major role in mobilising the

. community for health discus-/ = =
-sions  and collective action, " 7. 1"
“with even male community‘

~members being: called in

7 from the fields to partlﬂpate.i ;

- in ‘meetings:‘Across. areas’. .

'such:as Jirang,: Khhehrratf .

and Rongram, active VHCs .~

* have supported awareness. St
‘activities, facilitated discus-~. =
sions around local problems . - .

- like teenage’ pregnancy;” ar-

- ranged transport for women " B
- in labour or persuaded some-:

“one who has avoided. treat-
. ment for months . to finally -«

visit a- health centre These "7
-'may seem like-small things . "¢
when written in reports but - -
on the ground they matter, S

nnmensely

.= 1 suppose the messenger o
, changes the message. . ST
" A warning about sub- oh
stance abuse deliveredby.a - - -

“stranger, even a doctor, can.
. feel drstant and’ rehearsed - :
“The same conversation;

~held by a respected head- -
-man,"a teacher, an elder or "+~ *

(even-a nerghbour carries. -

. an entirely different weight. i
Suddenly the message isnot -7

‘coming from “the systemn.”.

‘It is coming | from somebody < -
whose life'is entangled with e
- yours. In many ways, VHCs. >

_ can function like Shillong’s

“traffic conductors Theyi ;
can stand at the intersection -

between communities and

~systems, helping-people
navigate decistons that are

often far more compllcated"

-than. they appear on paper. iy
“They can’signal when it is' . 0o
time to go and seek care;- iU

they .can help people stop .
-and. reconsider habits that’

“have srlently become norma- . - s =
lised. Sometimes they can ="'+

. simply. create enough- trust;
- for someone to pause and’
admit they are afraid.”.".
- Forme as a health prac- o
: titioner; this is the deeper
: lesson! humanbemgs rarely
move: because’ systems. tell
them:to. More often, they
move because another hu-
manbemg, somebody famil- ;
iar, trusted and patient, tqu1-~
etly raises a hand and shows -
theni the way  forward.

(Dr BenedzctaSthutzKu- el
" mar-is One ‘Health Feéllow, .

. Indian:Institute of Public--
Health Shz?long) e

\z‘ .

L e

The most effective VHCs : ‘ ;
- are already working quietly




i
i
{
H

—

‘ views for these posts-were - -
_.~ completed on February, 27
- this year. Over four. months

* remain mysteriously stuck

- ~.importantly, who should be
“held accountable for this.

- people and: when the State

. ency:and efficiency are no

. CesS, government depart=.”

It does not matter how slowly you
go as long as you. a’o not stop ,
D — Confucrus
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_Unity, INDIA bloc -
CURIOUSLY INDIA bloc held its meetmg in the
national capjtal on Monday at the behest of West
Bengal’s former chief minister Mamata BanerJee
Baner]ee had been undercutting the cause of op-
position unity and charting an independent course.

targeted its leader Rahul Gandhi. But, ori Monday,
-she was- among the first to reach the Constitution
Club and sit through the discussions. A chastened
Banerjee stressed the need for opposition: unity — at
‘a time when sand is slipping from under her feet,
when her Trinamool Congress is collapsing under
the weight of its own contradictions and of her own

dynastlc pushes, and when her set of } parhamentar- b
. lans are negotiating with the BJP to join the saffron.

front. Even as the opposition bloc needs her, she for

_ achange neegs them more to remain afloat. Defeated
- inher own constltuency, and the TMC seeinga verti--

‘cal split after the electlons, Banerjee isa shadow -of
her former self, e

Yet what’s evrdent in her eagerness to urgently
seek a meeting, of the India bloc to discuss the post-
‘poll situation was: 0bv10usly gulded by two factors,
namely her desire to keep proving her relevance
by appearing on a national stage and a keenness to
‘avoid a situation of the rebel TMC joining the India
bloc which she could now resist from within. The:
Congress played into her'hands by immediately.
“calling the bloc’s meeting at her-behest. The hug
_ between Sonia Gandhi and Baner]ee demonstrated
. the warmth the Congtéss'still retained for the TMC
leader who had ditched. the Congress to form her
-own party and win power in Bengal by also deci-’

~mating the parent party there. Politics is the art of

the p0351ble, it is said. :Yet, with the TMC show-
-ing every sign of a total dlslntegratmn alternative
reg10nal forces are bound to gain steam in the state

" These should as well be a part ‘of the INDIA bloc !
" to which Banerjee and her party had never been an-

mtegral part. s

- The pornted reference that Rahul Gandh1 made'

at the Delhi meeting to the ‘constant criticism of
- the Congress by Banerjee and the Left was both.
- understandable and justified. Perceptlbly, out of a
- desire to ¢ promote” ‘herself to the PM post should:
-a-chance arise. in future, Banerjee had refused to
acknowledge the importance of the Congress and

' its leader Rahul Gandhi, who’s now the opposition |-

“leader in Parhament He has grown ‘with.the times.

The Congress party has revwed itself, doubled 1ts
strength in Parliament from’ 50-plus to nearly a
“hundred, and runs ‘governnients in as many as four
‘states now. Yet, Banerjee seeking to outwit it until the.
“other day presented a curious sight. The division in
the opposition ranks — reflected also in-the fact that

- the India bloc could not hold-a single: meeting after |

" .the 2024 general electlons ~Was advantageous tothe.
BJP. All the same Jit’s srgnlﬁcant that the opposition
“meeting in Delhi took some ynanimous .decisions.
“As Rahul Gandh1 noted “D1v1ded we stand umted
we fall:”

on consultants. for projects
- that qualifiéd architects from
. within- the State could very
well handle. Such a trend
“‘not only_ undermines local

Candldates
-~ Appearing *

tlons about the government‘

fOl‘ ASSlStant employment opportunltles
for its own youth. 7
ArChltCCt POSt ' The NPP-led govern:
S0 -ment’ often-speaks about
Ed1tor ’ -

" The prolonged delay in'
declanng the results of the"
interview. for four Assistant
Architect posts conducted’
. by the Urban Affairs Depart-. -
ment has once again exposed

“The Chief Minister is wlde-
“1ly projected as a people's

hi
lackadaisical attitude toward.” claims ring hollow when

-the -aspirations of: Megha- o
laya s educated youth.

tis leant that the-inter- .. o000 it i5 demonstrated

through timely- action and
‘ pubhc accountability. -

have passed yet the results -

-somewhere inthe cotridors
of the, Secretariat. What is. -
. causing this delay? Why are
the selected candidates be-,
ing kept in the dark? More

professional qualifications
and have patiéntly complied
‘with every. requirement ‘of

L > for this . 5nce indefinitely is unfair,
administrative paralysis? -
At a time when unem-

thousands of qualified young -~ a5,y

itself faces.a shortage:of:
professional architects, the -
government's silence is both

-baffling and unacceptable -
The delay sendsa dlsturbmg‘ :

*

" message that merit, transpar- *

“denied.” If the delay con-

the: possibility of aggrieved

- have to explain why a-duly.
longer prlOrltleS m publlc

. recrultment . . 1nterv1ewshavealreadybeen

“.The irony is hard to niiss: “ completed, remains Wlthout
thle deserving local pro-" a declared result.

fessionals ‘wait ‘endlessly - * +The governmentmust im-

for the outcome of a legally- -

Condy Fo-
ondected recruitment’ pro-; the results Wlthout further

" ments mcreasmgly depeﬂd '

,"people, not to Sub_] ectthem t

 talent but also raises ques- .

commitment to- creatlng Lhnmatn

- transparency, accountability - -
“and ‘'youth empowerment, .

« leader who understands:the ";

concerns ‘of ‘the. younget

Lo > generatlon ‘Howeyer, such.
- the: government's alarming, |+

. Tecruitment processes are . f;

‘left hanging without expla- .

" nation: Transparency is not

The: candldates who ap- -
‘peared for the' interview i
. deserve answers. They. have
invested years in acquiring-

the recruitment process. .
Keeping their fate in abey-.

' insensitive and contrary to.,
: , . . the pr1nc1p1es of good gov- .
. ployment continues to haunt.- o
‘As - the. saymg goes
"Justicé delayed is justice -

candidates seeking legal’
_Tecourse. Should that hap- -
pen, the government will °

“advertised post, for which

“mediately clarify the reasons -
. behind the delay and publish

‘procrastination: Public in- .

- The Opposition Doesn’t Need

Sequels in Indian cinema

INDIA 2.0. It Needs Congress 2. 0

rarely work. Audiencés have =
 usually seen the original; the -
‘| novelty factoris gone and the .-

script feels stale, There are
exceptions like the recent
blockbuster Dhurandhar , of
course, but most follow-ups
struggle to recreate the magxc .

~of the first hit.’
She often trashed the Congress that led the bloc and.|

"Which is why the com-‘
ing together:of an INDIA.
Alliance 2.0 hardly i 1nsp1res

which surprisingly chal-.

lenged the Modi-led BJP in ..

the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
can so easily stage a repeat . ,
. not to revive the INDIA alli- -
. ance but torevive something

performance.
Much has changed in the
last two years. The Congress

‘has suffered a string of elec-
“toral setbacks in major states.

Several regional parties that
formed: the backbone of the

alliancé are also weakened. '
The Trinamool Congress has:
.imploded after its 'defeat in~~ 7

West Bengal. The Shiv Sena
(UBT) and NCP. (Sharad

Pawar) have ‘been.split apart

in Maharashtra The AAPis. -

struggling to retain relevance
after losing Delhi. Across the.:
country, opposition parties

On the face of if, the IN-... "z, profile. ofa coheszve polttzcal alternattve

DIA alliance 1ncreas1ngly-’

political forces united less
by a shared vision than by -
a common desire to stop ‘

confidence that the grouping. -

resembles a gathering of ** - R

-'umverse Mamata Banerjees j
Trinamool Congress, Sharad -
‘Pawar’s Nationalist Con- -

- gress Party and Jagan Mohan "

Narendra Mod1 at all costs*-

in2029. »
‘The problem is that poll- :

tics is.about chemistry as-

much as arithmetic. Electoral ;.

alliances can be stitched to-

-gether in conference rooms, :
‘but voters are quick to"spot.’
-opportunism. Less thari two:

months - ago, Rahul .Gandhi

was accusing. the Trinamool- -
“Congress of corruption and -

striking backroom deals with .

now-appear.on: a- common

platform and expect Voters =

to suspend disbelief?;::

‘the BJP. Can the same leaders

By Rajdeep Sardesai

w1th its’ 1deology or oppose :
~its methods, but voters know -
who leads the party, what it .
‘broadly stands for and where
authority lies. The BJP’s .

dominance is not merely a

-product of Narendra Modi’s .
-popularity. Itis also because
the opposition often appears .-
‘fragmented; uncertain and "

internally conflicted. Which

_is.why the opposition may" .
‘need.an entjrely drfferent“ )

-

reset o
Perhaps the challenge 1s

much older: the Congress

more* fascmatmg aspects ‘of

Indian politics'is that many
of today’s regional parties
emerged from the Congress

‘ months before an election.:

It would create ‘a stronger .
centre of gravity in opposi-

tion, politics and enable the =
Congress to negotiate with
-smaller allies from a. posi-
tion of strength rather than
- weakness. ’
Such an‘idea may ‘sound
, unrealistic today. But pol1tch' .
i§ full’of unhkely reunions.
The BJP itself is a product’ -

of decades of patient con- ; i K
, J/tionas’an umbrella or a *big’
- ‘solidationof ‘the broader" ! &

Sangh Parivar.: ~Why' should

Forsuch a pro;ect to suc.
ceed howeyver, the Con-
_gress-would need to chang

too. Any return of regiona
: heavywelghts would requlr

T he contradzctzons are everywhere by he
» Dl\ﬂ( is. upset with the Congress after feeltng o
* abandoned following. the Tamzl Nadu verdzct :
- The AAP has little appetzte for sharlng space E

. witha Congress that remains its prznczpal
rival'in Punjab. T) he Left is deeply: resentful of

appear.to be fighting for sur-
vival as much as for power.

the Congress s attacks in Kerala. This-is hardly

‘Reddy’s YSR Congress all -
‘trace thexr ‘origins to' the -
. Congress. Their leaders may -
“have brokenaway because of -

leadership dlsputes, political - -

1arnb1t10n or regional compul-
'+ sions, but they remain partof .
E abroadly similar 1deolog1cal ,
~ecosystem. : :

‘There is a“reason why,'
these parties continué to carry -
‘the Congress imprint in their

names ‘and political identi-**

- ties..They emerged from the .

‘The contradlctlons are :

everywhere The DMK is
_In the process, the antl—BJP

upset-with the Congress after

ing the Tamil Nadu/verd1ct_

, feelmge abandoned. follow- -
_dlspersed and divided. :
‘The AAP has little. appefite, - .- Instead of yet’ another,f

‘fof. sharing space, with- a.

Congress. that remains: 1ts.'

','prmc1pal rival in Punjab. .
The Left is deeply resentful :
of the Congress’s attacks in -

Kerala. This is* hardly. the:
alternative.”

- The BIP; by contrast, of--
fers clanty Onema disagree

‘stitutions - exist to’ serve th

‘endless uncertainty. Silenc
‘and inaction only déepe

* public:suspicion and erode |

fconﬁdence in the system. -

Democratl

try when, tr1bal WOrnan
foreed ‘to- carry - her-infirm

a tribal- woman had to liter=

~ ally physically carry her.

: “Yours ete: ,'
Bhalangk1 Blah’
Shlllong N

(1 proﬁle ofa cohesive polmcal
i -.would energise the Congress.
far more than another alli-

paralysed husband on her
back through the cotridors

- of a government medical col-

lege while clutching a small
child. This: is:not merely

it'makes-us question ‘the

" situation to’happen. -

.~ a.heartbreaking image-but |
. system that allows such a..

“This:is'an indictment. of a8
“Indla s public healthcare. "
: system The viral video from.:

‘ti leout =
tinues, one cannot ru * Government Medical Col-::

for health administration

“in this country. A brain-
“stroke patieit. requiring ur-::-
. gent medical attention was
reduced to a burden that his,

)

“wife had to physwally carryf

- from one' department to an-".

othef because no stretcher, v
‘,wheelchalr attendant or’
| emergency response mecha-

“nism was available. If this is "

* Congress womb. Over the -
. lastfour-decades, the Con-:
gress family fragmented mtof.;’

multiple regional formations.:

vote:became: 1ncreas1ngly

ragile anti-BJP: alliance,

~why not explore a political

reun1ﬁcat1on of these:Con- *

;gress offshoots‘? A merger,
-or-at least a structured po- .
. litical coming together based °

on mutual’ accommodatton,

“lapse and apologzsmg i

“ties. The; womanalleged

amved outsrde OPD hours,

~aFreeand :
he did not specifically as

T a stretcher Such expla-

patients and procedure\over'

compassion: Since wheh has

a critically ill patient needed .-

“husband on hier back toreach ™ -

"“agovernment hospital which
" is clearly a naked, bureau-"
“cratic arrogance in the Akola.-

district of Maharashtra, Yes:
' “'wait for-a desperate family -

- to ask for'a stretcher before

¢ tribal woman know hospital -
- protocols ‘before she quali-:
fies for empathy? And since
* when does a public hospital -

offermg one? L. |
- The Hospital Dean's ini-

tial suggestion that the video -

*_could be Al-generated or part -

' of'aconspiracy to malign the -
‘institution only compounds '
the. tragedy: In India; de-

" nial. has ‘became the first’

_response to administrative -

*failure. Rather than confront-

“‘ing:uncomfortable. truths,s

authorities' seek refuge in .

s excuses, mqumes and dam—

: age “control.
lege, ‘Akola;.shotild shame ;

‘ évery- official responsrble :

The mmdent also exposes

“a'larger reality. Politicians -
. routinely boast of world-"
class-healthcare: schemeS,_-,

digital health missions and .

;- record budget allocations..
Yet .for millions of poor .}

Indians, especially. tribals
.and rural families; access to

“healthcare remains a dally

battle against negléct, indif- -

“ference and- bureaucrat1c

arrogance Grand announce-

conditionally, officials chose
“'to hide behind technical

a Congress 1eadersh1p w1ll-‘ ‘

ing.to share power and-au-
- thority in ways'the party has *
“often struggled to do. But.
the responsibility” cannot *
“rest with the Congress alone. -
Reglonal satraps too would:
rieed to look beyond personal

egos, family interests.and

~short-term calculations. No
‘leader is’likely to dissolvi
" decades of polmcal identity
merely to ‘become "another

camn: every reglonal playe
“hope to remaint a nationa
kingmaker while operating:
- from an increasingly dimin- -
ished political base. A larger
Congress .can_only emerge |

“if:all sides -are willing to
subordmate individual -am-

- bition. to a broader pohtrcal

“opposition move from being

aloose collectlon of’ antl-BJP:

" forcesto a coherent pol1t1cal
alternatlve I

That brlngs us to : ‘ahul
Gandh1 L o

" Over the last decade,
Gandh1 has emerged 'as the
prmclpal ideological chal- -
:lenger-to-the-BJP. He has .

‘Woman must become an
: bulance, 2 stretcher and "

T e Akola' incident should
vlewed as an:abers

deeper disease afflicting .-

oc1ety is judged- by how it -
eats: its most vulnerable -

failed that test spectacularly.

1o carry out its most basic re-

*sponsibility: uch 1ncrdents :

send shivers up
. The admlnlstratlve re-

‘la. has further fuelled the
controversy. -The Dean, Dr.-
Sanjay Sonune’ pointed’to ™
systemic rules, explaining -
that patients are reéquired.
. to complete: prerequisites.
‘and formal paperwork: be-
fore structural transport and
" departmental ‘shifting’ take "
-place. The administration -
argued that because the fam-

ily was uneducated, they did -

not-navigate the administra--",
tive desks or make 2 fonna
request for equlpment

- Furthermore, the institu-
t10n raised suspicions about
the ‘intent behind the video '/
* recording, suggestlng it was -

“timed to damage the’ hos-,

pital’s public image. Local.
health' advocates, - however;:
“have countered this defence,
 stating that GMC“Akola is-
notorious for: severe short-
ages of basic wheel-support

mfrastructure, ;regularly forc- - [
? mg poorrelatlves tomanual-" |7

-y lug frail patients between
d1agnost1c blocks.
“This 1nc1dent is not.an’

1solated systemlc failure in

the Congréss. farnlly be con-
~-deminied to ‘pennanent' frag-
" mentation? 1 T
“ecosystem itself. One of the "

.shown resilienice in the face
. of relentless political attacks |

pses. But the real culprlt is

tizens. In Akola, the system /.

he woman carried her hus-" .
“band. The government failed -

sponse. from GMC' ‘Ako-

~..and has’ succeeded in glvmgf :
the opposition a sharper'

.ideological edge. But being
the ideological mascot of

the anti-BJP oppos1t10n 157

‘not enough..’
The Congress cannot be

rebuilt around one individual:

alone. It needs experlenced
regronal leaders; fresh faces,
organlsat1onal depth and. a
greater willingness to ac-.

‘commodate diverse pol1t1cal :
 interests, Above all, it must
recayer. its. ability to func-.

Stent’ formauo,n it-once was;
“rather, than'

ture One of the great “‘what

_if$" of recent Indian politics |-
emains Nitish'Kumar..Had | -
~“the INDIA alliancé set aside:
“‘competing ambltlons and. -
»..empowered him as convenor, |
> “when he first proposed. the
.+ i-grouping, who knows: what, |. j
-+ shape: Indian pohtlcs might- |
~have taken? Instead stra-’ 1

tegic:thinking gave way to
~-personal calculations.:,

_proaches, the opposition

- faces a furidamental choice. - H
~It'can attempt to recycle-an: |

"old coalition undet a new

banner and hope hghtmng
: strikes twice.-Or it can: at--
tempt something more ambi--
“tious: a political reunification”
-of*forces that-once shared a’

_ommon inheritance. -

" ance was largely driven by
~regional parties seekmg to:
“courtier in. Delhi;:but no i contain the BJP- A reimag-

* ined:Congress’ ecosystem,
would invert ‘that- equation::-

" It-would place the Con-'

-gress. af- the centre:while
creating space: for strong:
‘reégional, leaders. within a

larger. poht1cal framework. ..
. Most importantly, it would-
" offer voters a clearer’ contest* .

Onlv the ‘the ™ ‘betweerta dominant BYPand’
-purpose. Only then can the a rev1tallsed Congress Ied

“alternative s

“audiences rarely pay-twice
~ for the same script..INDIA

©2.0-may bea sequel. ‘What:
the opposmon really needs. -

1s areboot;:

(The wrtter is senior jour- g

naltst and aythor. Email:

framework. Just recently, a:

-grandfather was forced’

-due to administrative lapses.

~The unfolding crisis in Akola | .-
ration; it is:a symptom. of ““underscores how bureau-
“cratic deldys and a lack of"
public healthcare. A civilised ' ' baseline empathy continue:

) heav1ly penalize vulner-
~able and marginalised com-:
-mudities who' cannot afford
prlvate health care.. -

~What happened at- GMC
Akola is‘a devastatlng re-
“minder’:of how our pub-
‘lic systems fail those who
‘need- them most. To watch
“a woman bear the literal’

-and metaphoncal weight of |

:-an entire- failing healthcare

system on her back while
“-hospital staff look on, shat--

“ters-the very, definition of

‘basic human kindness. Bu-
*. regucracy, paperwork, and.
:Aadhaar cards must: never’

become roadblocks to sav1ng
‘a human life.

AN emergency room ‘_
~ should operate on empathy.

first,-and protocol second.
- We hope this internal probe

adm1mstrat1ve promises.:
- True progress as a sociéty
lies in building communi-
ties. where the vulnérable are
lifted up by our systems, not
left to struggle in the dark.

: ; ~ Yours etc.,

Yash Pal Rathan,”
S =:Via emall

Art1cles and letters Aap-|{
pearing.on this page are

the: views of the:writers/|"
' | authors and’ not that ‘of |-

The Shtllong Tiines

hnnkmg pohtr- .

.. The: ~opposition’s brggest'
“mistake -in-2024 was not
merely ‘the ‘absence of a’
+prime mihisterial face. It was-
 the failure to create a credible .
: collectlv,e leadership. stric:-

" -History rarely offers sec-~
‘ij ond chances. As 2029 ap-

-In pohtlcs, as’ 1n cmema :

rajdeepsardesat52@gmazl L

.. the’ state S pubhc healthcare 1

-similarly. devastatlng event |
occurred- at-a.government |
ospital in-Jalalgaon, where 1

to sit,overnight-holding the |
system that has nonnahsed ~body-of his two-and-a-half- -
i “month-old granddaughter |-

results in réal, tanglble ac—~
“countabilify and a permanent
fix to infrastructure short-"
"ages, rather than Just empty -

J aldbynrlew_and the
Polltlcs of Fear C

~ By Tyngshain Kharlyngdoh. - z

The debate around jaid-*

bynrrew has long occupled.'
the political and social imag- "

ination of the Khasi ‘people.

From village dorbar to pres-
sure groups; from-student.
unions to political party, the -
«call for the “protection of the .

Jaldbynnew has become al-

most sacred in Khasi publ1c},:
- discourse. As a ‘Khasi‘man,,

Lunderstand why this senti-
~ment exists. Our-ancestors.
fought to preserve our kur, S
shnong, language customs,

and ‘identity. in _the face of

colonlallsm, lnflltratlon
-and political uncert'amty T
fThe feat. of ‘cultural ‘ero-- .

sion’ is not. imaginary."Yét;

“our land?2”, we must also ask -
“why are we riot leadlng our

“own economy“?\’

" There is also a’ growmg o ",/'
culture of symbohc politics. -
Protests; pressure: groups;’

.and emotional rhetoric have N
become substitutes for long-

term’ plannmg‘ It'is easier.

to'mobilise’ people around:

*_fear ‘than ‘around: policy:
“Itis-easiet to shout about ~
_outsidérs: ‘than to improve

educatwn roads ‘support;;

. farmers; or create industries; &
. The common Khasi citizenis
: repeatedly told that zdentlty

is-under attack; but rarely ..

‘shown-a’ concrete roadmapff B
: for prOspenty -
.an uncomfortable question. s
confronts us today Has our.
obsesswn w1th protectlngv,

s+ This"is not-an’ argument
‘against-protecting Khasi-
1dent1ty Identlty, language

" Fo or decades Khasz leadersth has ﬁamed e

v nearly every issue through the lens: of tdentzty
protectton Whether lt is landownershtp, ,
employmenf mtgratton trade or poltttcs the
dommant narratzve has remained the “same:
protect the Jazdbynrlew 3 Whtle zdentzty
(i preservatton is zmportant a soczezy cannot.
survzve on defenszve polttzcs alone. A commumty'
| also needs economic vision,: educatlonal reform,
o zndustrzal development entrepreneursth, 7
5 fsczenttﬁc advancement and znstttuttonal
excellence In many of these areas, the Khasz and
 Jaintia Hzlls confine. to lag behtnd o

the Jaldbynrlew preventedi‘
us from - progressmg as a,
5001ety‘7 e B
= For decades,Khasr lead-j :
erslnp has framed nearly ev-:.-
‘| cery issue through the lens of
i 1dent1ty protection. Whether -
itis land ownership, employ-+
‘ment, migration, trade; or
politics, the dominant narra-.:
tive has remained the same: -
“protect the Jardbynrrew e
: Whrle 1dent1ty preservation
is 1mportant a_society can=-

not:survive on defensive

“politics- alone. "A” commu--

‘nity” also needs economic:
~vision, educational.reform, -
-industrial: development en-::
trepreneurshlp, 501ent1f1c,_ i
-] advancement, -and institu- "
| tional excellence: In many...
-of these.areas, the, Khasi and-
Jaintia HlllS contmue to lag]

behmd

Meanwhﬂe other com-,l
‘munities in ‘Meghalaya,
| despite facing their own .
struggles have mcreasmgly ;

-~ today stands ata crossroads.‘
".j"?.One path continues the poli-:
~ics’ of anxiety; constant

+bilisation, and emotlonal ap-": 53 :
- peals-to ethnicity:: The other

_preserving, tradition while.
‘ modernising: institutions, .~

' ~than feat.-;

weak people h1d1ng behlnd

.‘and land r1ghts matter. In- e
"digenous communities_ev- "
" erywhere have vlegitimate"f_ :_ [ .
“concerns about cultural sur-: -
‘vival in a rapidly globalising*

- world. But identity. wrthoutv- i
(development | becomes stag--
_natlon Protectlon w1thout

progress ‘becomes isolation.’
‘A society cannot merely
preserve itself. It must also
evolve A .
.The Khasr commum

suspicion, defensive. mo-:

path embraces confidence: ' -
protecting. culture. whlle ij :
competmg ecohomlcally, .

and strengthening identity: ,
through ach1evement rather i

- Our. ancestors were not-

\’Our ancestors were not weak people
htdzng behznd slogans T hey were-traders
negottators agriculturists, thznkers “and.
" community bullders The true spirit of the’ i
Khasz people was never about zsolatlon from -
the world but engagement with dignity. If we
genutnely ‘want to protect the Jata’bynrzew
s then Wemust: butla’ a soczety where Khasi
youth become entrepreneurs scientists,
scholars artzsts industrialists, and leaders
g beyond Meghalaya '

focused on economlc mobll-,

'1ty, education,: and mstltu-
tion-building. We see growth
in entrepreneurshlp Yet:
-:)"amiong the Khasi leadership, "
‘there remains -a_tendéncy

to reduce every challenge

into an existential threat:.

‘against identity. The resultis

a pohtrcs of fear rather’ than a
“politics of aspiration.” L
One of the, deepest con- - S
" scholars, artists, industrial-: -
“ists; and’ leaders beyond
) Meghalaya g

tradictions ' within Khasi
sogiety is that we constantly
harp about unity: while re-

maining: deeply fragmented:
internally. The slogan, of
-Khasi-unity often hides in-:’
ternal- divisions. based on -
region, political interests,”
and soc1al and cultural dlf-,’) .
?ferences

“The tragedy is that wh1le

we debate 1dent1ty endlessly;:.
‘the economic foundations’
of Khasi-society remain; .
| weak: Many educated Khasi:
youths continue-to ‘depend
‘overwhelmingly on govern-f
ment; jobs, while erntrepre=

neurship-and: private-sector -
participation remain’lim-

.ited.-Otr markets are often

dominated by outside traders’
nét-bécause they conspired
against-us, but because:we
failed to create strong:local -
business ecosystems “Tour-*
ism flourishes in Khasi and:

Jaintia Hills, yet much of the’

Jarger capital and. organisa- -
“tion comes from beyond our

own communities. Instead of

asking only “whd is entering -

'slogans They were traders .,j '
. negotiators, agrlcultunsts
~thinkers, ‘and commumty
‘the Khasi people. was never .
" about isolation-from the.
. world, but engagement with

“to protect the jaidbynriew, "

‘protection: [t be secured
-by education, €conomic.

_pline, and visionary ledd- -
“ership. A community that '~

- community that believes in",
. itsown capac1ty to grow cant i

‘Kha31 Jeadership-to move -
“beyond survival politics: -

‘of nation-building: within:-.
.out own- society. Protectmg

* the world moves forward: It

+ Khasi identity survives not -

,1ng force in the future

builders: . The true spirit’ of

dignity. If we genuinely want:

then wemust build a society:
where Khasi youth become ‘!
entrepreneurs, scientists;.

The future ;of the Khasi:
people will not: be! secured
merely by’ speeches about

strength, innovation, disci- -

only fears dlsappearance
has already begun to’lose " .+
confidence in itself.:Buta "

préserve its’ identity. natu- ik
rally through successs 150
“The timehas: come for

and begin the harder work:
the’ Jaldbynnew should not:;
mean ' standing still’ while

should: mean ensurlng that -

as a fragile relic of the past,
but as a confident and thriv-_ -~

ey SR et . ',(‘
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