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FOREWORD

I am writing this in London on my sixtieth birthday,
the third of September 1966, at the time and the place
chosen to commence this memoir of a man’s life. It will
be an account of the making of my career as determined
by two factors: fortune and friendship. 1 shall write
thankfully of those people—father, mother, and wife,
teachers, classmates, colleagues—whose friendship helped
me grow up and learn to live socially, usefully, happily.
Without them, I could not have done what I did.

I want to write also of my fortune, fate, destiny—call
it what you will—that from birth straightway moved me
across the continent and back four times in as many
years, that sent me around the world at eighteen, abroad
to study at twenty-three, to Europe and Asia and around
the world again, and to nearly all of the United States. In
this life of constant excitement, of seeing, learning, lov-
ing, I found that writing and speaking were a means of
good health. I had to give out, lest I give out. This was

the fortune of character and circumstances, over which
I had no control.



FOREWORD

Mine has been a fortunate life. Too young for the
first World War, too old for the second, I was spared
the fate that overtook thousands of other young Ameri-
cans. | was fortunate also in transcending a life that
began recklessly, marked by excesses that would prob-
ably have shortened it had it not been my fortune to
marry a girl who anchored me, albeit on a long hawser.
In that anchorage I achieved self-discipline. Good physi-
cal health [ owe to another friend of forty years, Henry
G. Bieler, M.D., who also believed in me as a writer, from
my first clumsy efforts.

Books have been my love from earliest years, first as
a reader, then as a seller, next as a custodian, and finally
as a writer. Through books I have made friends the
world around. This will inevitably be a bookish book,
though not removed from life. Books hold quintessential
life, are realer than reality, in that they are more lasting
than human life.

If my wife was my anchor, books were my life
preservers. 1 found them early, in home and public
library and at college. In the Depression they provided a
way of life. Once on this way, I never left it, all the way
to this my sixty-first year. In the beginning, only my
mother foresaw this unlikely salvation beyond the ex-
cesses and disharmonies of youth. She saw me as a writer,
a bookman, and gave me loving encouragement and
support. Her only reproach was that I failed to study
Latin—she had learned Latin and Greek in taking her
AB at Cornell University in 1895—which would have
enriched my vocabulary. She was right. I should have,
and [ finally did, after a fashion, using a Haldeman-Julius
“Little Blue Book” 3s a pony. ‘

When finally [ became a librarian, a teacher, a writer,
those gay friends of my youth, when encountered in
later years, were incredulous. Larry Powell a librarian?
It was an unlikely turn of fortune. Sometimes even [
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wonder how it happened. I conclude that fortune and
friendship were responsible.

London seems to me the ideal place to write. I first
saw London thirty-five years ago, coming from France
orl the Golden Arrow. Tt seemed a homecoming. I have
returned again and again, in 1933, 1950, 1951, 1957,
1960, and 1963, each time feeling more secure and certain
that I had found a well of refreshment and strength.
Now in 1966 I draw from it once again, and what I
write will surely benefit from the vitality of this ancient
environment. We hope to live here part of each year.

The wind is from the southwest, and the smoke from
the high stacks of Battersea Power Station streams away
in 2 creamy cloud. I begin to write.



CHILD INTO BOY

Fortune brought me as the
third and last son of Hudson River Valley Quaker
parents who had met while students at Cornell Univer-
sity. Clark was born in 1900, George in 1901, [ five years
later, unplanned, my mother told me years later. I was
born in Washington, D.C., where my father, G. Harold
Powell, was in the Bureau of Plant Industry of the
Department of Agriculture. The son of a prominent
horticulturist, he was trained in pomology by the great
Liberty Hyde Bailey of Cornell. Each winter for the
first four years of my life we spent in Southern Cali-
fornia at Riverside, where my father was investigating
the decay of citrus fruit in transit. The results of his field
research led to his being made the general manager of
the California Fruit Growers Exchange, the Sunkist co-
operative, and in 1911 we moved west for good, taking
up residence in South Pasadena. The article on my father
in the Dictionary of American Biography states that
cooperative marketing became a kind of religion for him.
His Macmillan book, Cooperation in Agriculture, was a
standard text for many years.



POETRY, MUSIC AND TRAVEL

In the senior year of high
school occurred a change of motivation. Because of two
good teachers (the first since Martha Crabtree, my third
grade teacher who became a lifelong friend), I took joy
in study. The first three years I had been bored and
rebellious. In typing class I surreptitiously produced a
“newspaper,” a scurrilous sheet called Jo Trout’s Daily
Pinp Stick, inciting students to overthrow the principal,
John E. Alman, who years later was overthrown, mur-
dered by a disgruntled teacher who at the same time
killed the superintendent of schools, another teacher and
two secretaries. [ was suspended once for slamming a
teacher’s door so hard that the glass shattered; another
time for leading most of the class in hooky for the day.
A time I didn’t get caught was when another student and
I stole a batch of student refund checks and went on a
forged spending spree in downtown Los Angeles. I re-
ceived a C in biology, and failed geometry and French.
My day didn’t come in French until years later, when I
returned with a French doctorate and the same teacher
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LA BELLE JEUNESSE

I boarded the M. S. Orégon
of the Compagnie Générale Transatlantique on Bastille
Day, 1930, for the month-long voyage, with one call at
the Atlantic end of the Panama Canal. My baggage
consisted of a suitcase of clothes, one of books, and a
portable typewriter with a French keyboard. The books
included the works of Robinson Jeffers, Browning,
Hardy, Shakespeare, Aristotle’s Poetics by Lane Cooper,
Stelter’s Cornell master, Milton’s Prosody by Robert
Bridges, Mark Van Doren’s anthology of world poetry,
the Oxford Book of English Verse, Lord Jim, Moby
Dick, A Farewell to Arms, The Rainbow, and a dic-
tionary.

On the halcyon voyage T typed Maclntyre’s poems
from the manuscript he had lent me, and began to
annotate Jeffers’ poetry which, since the trip to Carmel,
had impressed me as our greatest since Whitman. At the
back of my mind was the thought of reunion with Fay.
We had ended the school year with a few weekends at
the Bells’ sombre redwood house on Balboa Bay, the two
of us, very much in love and also worried about the

30



UP FROM THE BOTTOM

In New York, I was met at
the dock by Ross Park, a former singer with my orches-
tra, now business manager for Fred Waring’s Pennsyl-
vanians. We drove to Riverdale-on-Hudson, where 1
stayed with my father’s younger sister, Mabel Satterlee,
wealthy widow of a society doctor. She had spent some
time with my mother and me in Italy and England
Recalling how my father had once given her a trip to
Europe before she had married, she invited me to stay
with her in Riverdale. It was a large house on wooded
grounds, sloping to the Hudson River. I was happy there
for a week, writing on the interminable novel and read-
ing Lawrence’s poetry and Havelock Ellis’s The Dance
of Life. In the long twilights we saw myriad fireflies
over the lawn. Another element in my willingness to
tarry was that I was broke. When I mentioned this to
Aunt Mabel, her face wizened, and I learned for the first
time that very rich people can also be very stingy. She
grudgingly loaned me $75, requesting payment as soon
as I arrived in California. It was a dozen years before 1
was able to repay her. She never stopped dunning me.
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BACK TO SCHOOL

A chipmunk of a public
librarian, Albert C. Read, head of the Order Department
in the Los Angeles Public Library, was the man who
diverted mc into what became the mainstream of my life.
Beginning in January 1936, Jake assigned me full time to
outside selling, calling on collectors at their homes and
offices, making the rounds of the movie studios and
public and university libraries. I had the use of his car
and larger book bag. I did not like the role of book
peddler. At the MGM Studios in Culver City I was kept
waiting for an hour by a script writer who had asked to
see a first edition of 4 Shropshire Lad, priced at $200.
When [ was finally showed into his office, I found him in
dressing robe and slippers, lying on a couch. He looked
at the book, liked what he saw, then proposed to pay the
price less the sales tax. I took the book from him, put it
in my bag, and walked out. He followed me to the
parking lot, and there we made the deal, on my terms,
full price plus tax. Years later he proved a generous
donor to the library I had come to head.
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CLIMBING THE UCLA LADDER

On the first day of February
1938, I began a career at UCLA which was to keep me
there twenty-eight and a half years, during which T saw
the University Library’s stock of 285,000 volumes in-
creased by 2,000,000, the Clark Memorial Library trans-
formed from a bookish mausoleum to a center of biblio-
scholarly activity, a staff of 35 grow to 300, a library
school come into being, and UCLA become known
internationally as a dynamic place of books and learn-
ing. During all of those years, even the first half dozen,
when I seemed to be getting nowhere, I never wavered
in my conviction that this was the place. Fortune and
friendship brought me there at the precise time a librar-
ian of my temperament was needed. If it was made for
me, [ was made for it.

On my first day at work, Goodwin led me back to
Room 34. There I was given a table and chair, a type-
writer, and strips of accession cards, and I set to work
listing the Cowan collection. It took months, during
which I never saw Goodwin again. My immediate super-
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TO THE TOP

Bill Jackson’s motive in in-
viting me to Cambridge was not altogether bibliographi-
cal or social. He wanted his chief, Keyes D. Metcalf, to
meet me with a view to my coming to the Harvard
Library as head of the order department. I was flat-
tered, of course, but my head was not turned. When
Metcalf asked (through Jackson) what salary T would
expect, my answer was, “Five thousand plus moving
expenses.” I was then at $1, 740 a year and, although I did
not know it at the time, Goodwin’s salary was only
$5,000. Metcalf hoped to meet my figure and would let
me know. He did, by the end of the year, again through
Jackson, but not favorably Pearl Harbor had happened.

I was not disappointed. I did not warm to Keyes
Metcalf, believing him to be an administrator, rather
than a bookman, although I did concede his genius in
having brought Jackson to Harvard and given him a free
hand. It was not until near the end of my career that I
came to appreciate another aspect of the Metcalf genius,
as an expert on library architecture. Then, when our
new research library seemed doomed never to be funded
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A BREATHING SPELL

The ensuing four-months’
“breather” was just what was needed to free me from
tension and lend perspective on the work ahead. It was
good to continue the physical activity T had benefitted
from in making the storm drain, a crude affair, true, but
built to outlast Hadrian’s Wall. Qur Glen neighbor, a
building contractor who had advised me in planning the
work, kept telling me [ was overbuilding it. I had paid
no attention, and shovelled in ever richer amounts of
cement, sand, and gravel, reinforcing the forms with
steel twice as heavy as necessary.

The war plant in which I was employed as a common
laborer at §1.00 an hour was in the central manufactur-
ing district, twenty-eight miles from home. I left before
daylight each morning at 5:45 and was at work by 7:00.
My job was to unload 300-Ib. Java kapok bales from
freight cars alongside the plant, wheel them to a grinder,
cut the baling wire, strip off the woven mat wrapping,
then peel out the long flat ribbons of creamy kapok, for
all the world like animal fur, and feed them evenly into
the powerful electric machine which shredded the
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MY TEN-CENT NOTEBOOK

During the last week in
June, 1944, T went to Berkeley and called on every office
whose help T might need—purchasing, personnel, archi-
tects and engineers, and University Press. At that time
the Los Angeles campus was still tied to Berkeley in
many ways. Sproul was the boss of both campuses,
having removed the UCLA provost, Ernest Carroll
Moore, from office in 1936 and then appointed an
interim provost, the mathematician Earl Hedrick. When
Hedrick died, Sproul filled the office himself and so until
Clarence Dykstra came as provost in 1945, I reported
directly to Sproul, who spent most of his time at
Berkeley.

If UCLA was stll subservient, the situation was better
than Goodwin had found it when he became University
Librarian in 1923. At that time all book purchases for
UCLA were placed through the library at Berkeley, and
the policy was to limit UCLA to 100,000 volumes. Then
in his prime, Goodwin was able to break these restric-
tions and also to plan the monumental library building
occupied in 1929 upon the move to the new campus at
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BOOKS ARE BASIC

People, librarians no excep-
tion, are forgotten. Books remain. Long after I am
forgotten as man and librarian, the books I collected for
UCLA will, barring cataclysm, be there in the Clark and
on campus, awaiting the touch of hand, the sight of eye
that brings them to life. It may be that some of them will
have a long wait before they are found by a curious or
needful reader. I used to roam through the stacks, taking
books from the shelves at random, always thrilled when
I was the first to charge out a volume since it had been
acquired many years before.

From the first, my collecting for the UCLA libraries
was not geared to immediate needs, although there was
steady buying with them in mind. I was seeking also to
amass materials for scholars to come, to give to the
library in a short generation the maturity acquired over
the years by older institutions. To a native passion for
books, I brought the experience gained at Vroman’s and
Zeitlin’s and during my apprenticeship in the library, so
that T knew what the library needed and how to go
about getting it.
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SOME WRITERS AND THEIR PAPERS

Libraries and literature, lit-
erature and libraries. How can they be separated? T went
as a child to the library for books to read, for tales that
took me out of myself and far away. “I should like to
rise and go, where the golden apples grow.” I did rise,
did go, and because of books. I loved Nellie Keith and
Althea Warren because they were bookish yea-sayers. I
became a librarian 1 suppose, thinking back on it, be-
cause it seemed a way to come closer to books, to litera-
ture, and then to bring others with me, to lead, to share.
“Everyman, I will go with thee by thy side, in thy most
need be thy guide.”

From the beginning of my studies and my career, it
never occurred to me not to associate libraries and litera-
ture, not only of the past but of the present as well,
Thus the very first library exhibits I arranged, while still
a student, were of a living writer’s, a living printer’s
works: Robinson Jeffers and Ward Ritchie. And the
collections I formed of their books I naturally placed in
libraries where they would be preserved and serve
others, Jeffers at Occidental College, Ritchie in the Clark
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SPEAKING OF BOOKS

It seems to me important to
give some account of my public speaking, for it became
a means of making friends (and enemies) and of influ-
encing people to read and to embrace librarianship. For
twenty years I went about the land like Johnny Apple-
seed, scattering books (and prejudices), and inducing
new growth. Eventually I spoke in most of the United
States, in Europe and Asia. The total number of talks
surely ran into the hundreds, even to a thousand or
more.

Once 1 had learned how to prepare and deliver a
talk—and the only test of a talk is that people sit still and
listen—it seemed to listeners an easy, natural thing for
me to do. It wasn’t, at least not in the beginning. Learn-
ing how was long and hard. As birthright I had qualities
of personality, energy, and a compulsion for self-expres-
sion; and yet I was panic-stricken when I had to appear
before an audience, either in boyhood piano recitals or as
yell leader in high school. T had to force myself to go on
stage and to keep from running away. Orchestra work,
dramatics, and debating gradually helped me to gain ease
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THE ORGANIZATION MAN

I was a good organization
man in my time. Although critical of professional
groups, I never broke with them. Unlike Randolph
Adams, who from outside the ALA kept lobbing charges
over the wall, I made myself an inside nuisance to some,
a conscience voice to others. However bad one’s aim, he
couldn’t miss hitting the elephantine ALA somewhere n
its anatomy. I was a joiner from the beginning, close on
target, and after I became an administrator I encouraged
my staff to join. Whatever its shortcomings as 2
bureaucracy, the ALA was indispensable to our lowly
status as professionals.

At the ALA Conference at San Francisco in 1939,
President Milton Ferguson and Executive Secretary Carl
Milam attacked President Roosevelt’s nomination of
Archibald MacLeish as Librarian of Congress. Their
printed protest was circulated, giving reasons why 2
librarian, rather than a literary man, should occupy the
profession’s highest post. I was careful to save two
copies, one for my literary, one for my library collec-
tion.
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MY LIFE AS A “COMMUNIST”

My left-wing period, more
pink than red, lasted for two years, 1934-36, and was
caused by the Depression and our family losses, and also
by my uncertainty and insecurity while working in the
book trade. The riches of experience that I was amassing
bore interest only in later years. | was disillusioned by
the collapse of our economic system. In 1928, the first
time I had been old enough to vote, I naturally chose
Herbert Hoover, my father’s friend, whose inscribed
picture “To Lawrence Powell from Herbert Hoover”
was one of my prized possessions. In France I was vote-
less and could claim no part in the Roosevelt landslide.
Upon registering in 1934, I declared my affiliation to be
Communist. It was an idealistic gesture. I knew no Com-
munists, never attended any meetings, or took part in
politics of any kind. Fay said it was a foolish thing to do,
and she registered as a Democrat.

Time proved her right. Foolishness became scandalous
seventeen years later when the Los Angeles newspapers
carried front-page headlines “UCLA LIBRARIAN A
COMMUNIST.” If ever I were to be destroyed, it
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AT THE MOTHER OF LIBRARY SCHOOLS

I have sought to write about
the decisive and important forces and events in my life
and not to pad this memoir with names and trivia. My
life has been overflowing with people and places, many
things happening concurrently on several fronts, so that
I have had to choose what seemed to me, as I recall them,
the matters worth writing about. I realize that a biog-
rapher, if I ever have one, may well regard as more
meaningful events I have slighted or forgotten.

The semester I spent at Columbia University in the
spring of 1954, teaching in the School of Library Ser-
vice, was one of those watershed times, after which
everything flowed toward the UCLA school to be
founded five years later. A leave of absence granted by
Chancellor Raymond Allen was for the purpose of
studying library school organization and operation. It
also gave me my first opportunity of classroom teaching
since the semester, twenty-four years earlier, when I
conducted a class at Occidental in “dumb-bell English,”
as the remedial course was called.

How did it happen that I went to Columbia? It was
one man’s idea, and one he had held since 1949 when he
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HEART OF THE SOUTHWEST

My keynote address at the
Waldorf opened a door which led into the heart of the
Southwest—Arizona and New Mexico. During the
decade from 1953, I was continually travelling in the
two states, visiting libraries, meeting librarians, giving
talks, writing articles, essays, bibliographies, books. I
succeeded gradually in overcoming the hostility felt by
Arizonians toward a water-thief from Southern Cali-
fornia.

The door was opened by one of my Waldorf auditors,
the newly appointed librarian of the University of Ari-
zona, Fleming Bennett, who finding himself responsible a
year later for the program at a Tucson conference of the
Arizona Library Association; invited me to be one of the
speakers. Using J. Frank Dobie’s Guide to Life and
Literature of the Soutbwest as a starting point, I wrote a
talk called “This Dry and Wrinkled Land,” in which 1
discoursed on three key books about the Southwest:
Willa Cather’s Death Comes for the Archbishop, Wil
Levington Comfort’s Apacke, and Haniel Long’s Inter-
linear to Cabeza de Vaca.
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INTO THE PROMISED LAND

If my life between thirty
and sixty were to be divided, the parts would be learn-
ing, doing, and teaching; and, as theme throughout,
writing. When in 1944 Regent Dickson asked when 1
planned to open a school of the library, there was no
thought other than to put him off. There was too much
else to be done first. He was a stubborn man, however,
and he never stopped pressing for an answer. As a
member of the Los Angeles Public Library’s Board of
Comnmissioners, it galled him to see appointments going
to graduates of USC’s Library School.

If Mitchell had not retired, we might have developed a
plan to extend the Berkeley school to UCLA, as he had
begun to do in summer sessions during the late 1930’s.
But he had been succeeded as Dean by J. Periam Danton,
a former Navy officer, who ran the school as he would a
ship. By his brusque impersonality, and failure to travel
about the state and reach librarians in the field, Danton
lost the confidence of the school’s alumni, and there were
increasing demands to replace him. Students referred to
the school as “Danton’s Inferno.” His chief efforts were
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A BEGINNING AND END

“Powell has been a bad
boy,” it was said, “and for punishment he has been given
a library school.”

A sweet punishment it proved to be.

By 1960 UCLA was ready for library education, as it
had not been in 1930, 1936, and 1944, those earlier times
when Regent Dickson would have established a school if
he had not been restrained successively by President
Sproul, Librarian Goodwin (Dean Mitchell), and me.

In 1960 the UCLA campus was 2 mature university of
arts, letters, and sciences, in undergraduate and graduate
divisions and professional schools, supported by a central
and branch library system. Around UCLA, in the
greater Los Angeles area, was one of the country’s best
library networks, including public, academic, school,
industrial, electronic, space age, and governmental oper-
ations. The region was ready for and entitled to the same
kind of public-supported library education that the San
Francisco Bay region had enjoyed since 1919.

From my own experience as a student at Berkeley, a
teacher at Columbia, and an employer of graduates from
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AFTERWORD

Nearly a month has passed,
as 1 wrote each day upon this version of my life. It is the
first time in many years that I have been free to work in
a regular, sustained way. Most all that 1 have written
until now has been on the margins of a more than full-
time job. The first draft came with a rush in a daily
artesian flow. Now comes the revision and correction. It
has been written without reference to notes or sources,
from the head and the heart, with the hands—that tri-
umvirate I liked to refer to as the basic elements of good
librarianship.

I usually left the flat after breakfast, writing pad in my
briefcase, and took the 29 bus to Charing Cross Road. In
a Forte’s coffee bar at the top of the Haymarket I
enjoyed a capucino, then settled in at one of my two
favorite writing places—the Westminster Central Refer-
ence Library in St. Martin’s Street, or one of the rooms
in the National Gallery on Trafalgar Square. The Rem-
brandt room was my preference, because of the settees
and the self-portraits which showed what age had done
to the painter. One morning a young woman sat down
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