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: “Lgfe is really simple, byt we mszst on makzng

it complzcated »
— Confucrus
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United opposition

SUCCESS is when adversity turns into an advantage.

. Consider how the splintered Opposrtron is unrtrng

at the national level following surprrse outcomes in.

the April-May assembly polls in five states. Those

- in'the Opposition who were. bent on undercutting

umty and charting an mdependent course are now a
chastened lot. When the INDIA bloc sent a letter to.

“the Chief Justice of Indra this week, appealing to the’

~ judiciary's conscience regardmg the BJP's attempt

to steamroll them through the . Speclal Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in West Bengal, its
signatories included the AAP and the DMK - two'
parties that had stayed away from the opposition
meeting in New Delhi on June 8. Some 24 parties
signed the letter reﬂectlng the. col]ectrve wrll of the

~ entire Opposition in this country.

This unity, after years of mutual wranghng, is
made possible by the disastrous defeat of.the vTrr--

- namool Congress in Bengal, the DMK in Tamil Nadu

and the AAP in Delhi: Better sense now prevails’

“among the leaders of these parties: While the DMK

was a part of the INDIA bloc and stood solidly with
the Congress at the natronal level, it had avoided

attending the June 8 meeting of the bloc. MK Stalin

was piqued. with Congtess over its association with
the new political power in Tamil Nadu, the TVK led:

o g by Chief Minister J oseph Vijay. However, the DMK

“has realized it has no option but to contmue with the

INDIA bloc, as the party is ideologically poles apart
from the BJP. For Kejriwal, the loss of AAP’s home

“turf Delhi to the BIP was a huge disaster. Yet, the

- AAP was in no mood to join hands with. the Con-

gress. However, it notlce‘s ‘that the national political
scenario has seen a significant transformation after

- the five-state assembly polls. The Congress emerged
= stronger with the electoral win in Kerala — the third
“state in the South it now governs: The, slogan of a

Congress-Mukht Bharat is a far cry some 12 years

after Prime Minister Narendra Modi raised it at the

height of an electoral win for the BJP in 2014. The

*~ likes of Mamata Banerjee, who had refused to break

~bread with Rahul Gandhi; now crawled her way to
- Delhi to add punchto the INDIA bloc she sought to

~

“undermine i 1n the past.

‘Here now is a rare polrtrcal conﬁguratron The
“entire opposition is in a mood to take on the ruling.
BJP at the Centre and in states in a spirit of newfound

- unity. This had not been the case all through the last
12 years, when the BJP and-the’ prlme minister rel-,
ished the mutual r(ecrrmlnatrons in the rival pohtrcal‘

. camp. Situations conspired to bring the Opposrtron

e the Monsoon session.of Parliament..

o Deserve Justrce

" Association' (MCA)-Presi--.

" together and give democracy a new strength The:
- huge electoral defeats, followed by the string of
~ deféctions to the BJP, sent out the right. signals. to.

. the'regional satraps. The resultant’ opposition- unity’

- will pose a stronger challenge to the government'in.

~Women °
Cricketers

b rEdrtor S S Edrtor

«The Meghalaya Crrcket -+ The proposal tomtroduce
a Non-Tribal Employee's
dent’s move to dismiss and"

Seérvice Licence:raises a.

" impose lifetime bans on the -

+ Head Coach and Manager

*is nothing but a baby step. °
- towards justice. His refusal "~

to pursue:action against

former office-bearers on the - .

ground that they no longer

‘hold office is untenable and:
“'demoralizing. This. stance -
- éffectively shields former
officials’ who allegedly-ig- -,
-“nored serious-harassment’
. complaints from our women:
*: cricketers, in-blatant dis-:
" regard of mandatory legal -
_tequirements. The MCA:
- should have, in parallel filed
a formal complaint with the!
‘competent authority to initi-

~ .~ ate proceedings under the
- BNS, 2023, against all indi-. -

* viduals whose conduct prima
facie indicate commission of -

cognizable offences or abet-:

*~ ment. Ifthe MCA failsto act,

the MSCW should intervene

.- and recommend criminal

prosecutlon
Suspensions, dlsmlss-

als, or lifetime bans cannot -

“substitute criminal liability

where serious cognizable
offences appear to have been

- corhmitted. The safety and.
- dignity.-of women athletes
demand far more than sym-.

bolic administrative mea-

_. sures like ban or suspension.:

The criminal justice system
must be activated to inde-
pendently assess culpability
so that no guilty person is

spared. It would be nothing -

" short of a grave sin if we fail

to guarantee Jjustice to our
young athletes. o
. Yours etc.;
~ 'NK Kehar,

- Shillong-3-

'simple but fundamental

‘question:’ What problem is

it intended to solve? "= 1
“Non-tribal traders, em-

‘ployees, business owners'

and" establishments’ in Me- -
ghalaya -are ‘hardly strang-
“ers to. regulation. They are
already required:to comply

“with-an extensive. frame-

work ‘of legal’ and statu-

“tory requirements-—trade -
-:licences, labour’ clearances;- -

professional tax registra-

“tion, ‘Aadhaar; PAN, voter:
1dent1ﬁcat10n and humerous’
* other obligations depending’
*on the nature of their work . If -

all these mechanisms already: .

establish identity, legality:
‘and. accountability, what-
administrative gap remains -

that only ‘another lrcence

“can fill?

One cannot help but won-
der whether,-at this- rate,

even a DNA sequence might. .
' someday be demanded.to’

prove one 's legitimacy: . .
The issue, however, ex-.

 tends beyond one proposed li- -
cence, Itreflects a deeper and -
older pattern in our politics. -

"For decades, non-tribals—an -

ever-dlmlmshmg minority-
in the State—have too'often -
“served as convenient politi- "
- cal targets whenever familiar
identity politics needed tobe .
revived. Electoral arithmetic’

has repeatedly demonstrated
‘that standing up ‘against. a
vulnerable ‘minority can be

_more polifically rewarding
~ than standing up’ for better

governance.
That is why thlS proposal’

. appears less like an adminis-,

trative reform'and more like "

Geopohtlcs amldst a changmg world order
By Toki Blah

 Today the term “ Geo-
politics “ is often bandied

.| around as if everyone knows

what it means and how it
impinges on nations, Let me

.be candid, even at the risk

of being called ill informed,
but the fact remains that most
of us do not understand the’
term. I for one, did have a
vague notion of what: the
term stood for but I needed
to visit Wikipedia to- really
understand it. :

The ‘idea behmd th1s
wrrte-up is to share this un-
derstanding with a:wider au- "

“dience, as the writér believes

that geopolitical issues are a
reality. we will mcreasmgly
encounter over time. It will
not only shape the contours
of‘our lives but it certainly -
will 1mpact on the life of
generations-to  come: So,

‘what exactly do we mean’

by Geopohtrcs" Simply put
“Geopolitics” is a study of

how-Geography (terrain,

location, ‘borders;:natural

-resources and: chmate) .of-

ten -determines a country's
political relations with oth-
ers. Geopolitics shapes.and -
influences the foreign policy,-
international relations ~and

consequently the power*
.struggle between nations.

Geopolitics has certalnly
manipulated India’s relations
with its 1mmed1ate neigh- °
t bours arid will contiriue to do -
so into the foreseeablé future.

In short geopolitics sim:

ply magnifies the silhouette’

.where Geography and Po-k
litical Power merge and the -

subsequent manifestations -

from such ‘'mergers. This'i 1s

important to understand

- Letustry to cite examples

From the past and from cur-".
rent events as to how Power

and Geography met-and the:’

changes that emerged from-
such‘an encounter.' World -
‘War 2 ended.in 1945, This™
termination of hostilities:

found the world divided.into -

two.blocks-or. groups: On -
one ‘hand it-found Western
Liberal Democracy led by.

the US having-an eyeball:

-to-: eyeball confrontation

.with'the USSR and its allies.-

This'led to the formation-of -
NATO and the Warsaw Pact.
“The' battlefield: where both:
‘partles antlcrpated meeting,:
in'combativas.the flat plains: ;-
of Europe. Ruling out the;
use of nuclear weapons and.
by studying the terrain and
lay of the land’, both sides
surprisingly came to the.
same conclusion: The only. -
way to fight was through

-tanks-and mechanized. i
fantry amply supported by
ground- attack-aircraft ‘and -

‘| helicopters. Geography here -~

another chapter.in‘a w
ehearsed political script.
: nfortunately, this min

~set-is'no longer: confined: .
 parallel. spaces deﬁned by

electoral. politics. It has

radually seeped ifito in-
titutions: that were ‘created:
o foster unity rather than
* ‘reinforce social distinctions..

Increasingly, organisations -

. bring citizens together ap-_

“pear-comfortable organis-

ling act1v1t1es along lmes of :

1dentrty
A recent example is the

declsron to organise ‘a Na-

~tional Level Tribal Scout/ -
“Guide/Rover/Ranger Meet at;”
the Meghalaya Bharat Scouts
“and Guides State Headquar-

‘ters, Pine Mount Ridge, .

Shlllong, from 25th to 29th -

~June 2026. The question is -

not whether tribal youth de-

'serve encouragement—they:

certainly do: The question -

is Whether creating separate

‘identity-based platforms-

" serves the very ideals upon -

“which the scouting move-

ment was founded.-
_-Scouting was conceived

“as'a movement. where the

/uniform ‘erased- differences -

of caste, tribe, religion and
region. It sought to-build-
. character, leadership and

- friendship by bringing young

‘people together under a com-
. mon flag, teaching them.
that citizenship transcends -
identity. Its endurrng motto
" is not separation, but shared
service.

. The same pr1nc1ple ap-

p11es to sports. A-playing :
field is perhdps one of the -

purest .arepas of national
integration, whére merit;-

feamwork. and discipline’ o

matter. far more- than one's
community. If these institu-
tions already provide -in-
.clusive. platforms. where

~every participant competes
.as an equal, what compel- -
ling purpose -is-served by -

organising separate events
exclusively on the basis ‘of

(Geapolitics at its best. :

.the speedy movemeiit-of -

‘whose very purpose is to:"

dlctated the methodology of
a future war. -

Today we find the same’
strategy.being applied in the |
Middle East. The US desplte
its. mighty and overbearing -
~ military power; technological
superiority and state of the art "
weaponry found itself forced
into a corner begging for a
ceasefire, simply because '
It never bothered to study
_the lay of the land before"
-~attacking -Iran. Tran though
-militarily.- weaker than its -
rival, quickly recognised the
strategic value of the Strait
of Hormuz, a trump card.it.
held over Trump' Iran made
maximum use of a strateglc
geographrcal asset-it had, a
“choke point for oil and gas:
‘tankers. It simply blocked-
the- strait, This'simple act .
‘of closing the oil flow to a-
_energy hungry world forced.

"'its opponent, a Super Power,.
_to call for a ceasefire and

- from there to the negotiat-
: ing table. The outcome from
available sources. indicate
that these talks-are dominated -
- by Iranian National interests.

The incident above and
“its fallout—the humbling of
~apowerful bully by a smaller.
less developed victim—is
* definitely not lost on the rest -
-of the World: Every country -

‘recognizes-that the right of: -

- unhindered movement in -

internationally recognized -

sealanes is the key ; if not .

. -wards globalization. of trade-..
. and commerce. The growing
economy of the whole world:.
.. depends of this uninterrupted
‘maritime movement. The -
“takeaway: froni the Strait ‘of -
Hormuz incident is the real-
- jzation that growth of Global
-Economy ., depends on the"
-freedom of passage. through -
‘several strategic straits,
~which act as chokepoints -
~for shipping rouites, energy. .-
- transport, and naval security.
It was equally obvious that: "

such choke points either pass.’

through a country or is.close
‘to territory of a country who

.~ will not hesitate to replicate "

-the Tranian:Hormuz experl-
“mént; if that country’s core. .
national interésts.are ‘threat- -
‘ened. Iran has just proved

- that control of such strategic -

<maritimé bottlenecks:can

throw, the whole -World into -

-4 tizzy while also. bringing -
_your enemy to its knees.’
: Question that the World com- *
‘munity must answer is, Can
International Rule of Law,
Jif it still exists after Trump, -
allow srrmlar mcrdents 1nthe

; y!

sion is achieved by ensurmg
equal access, to, common .
institutions, not by creating

1dent1ty
When 1nst1tutrons begm
equating’ separation with -

“inclusion, they risk sending

" an unintended message: that .
citizens are first members of -
‘separate communities and -

‘only afterwards members -

“of a shared society. Polifics
“then merely harvests the:
-divisions: that institutions
have 1nadvertently helped
to cultivate.

= It is therefore unsurprls-

s mg ‘that governments often:

struggle to-confront aggres-
sive identity mobilisation. .
- What were ‘once ‘whispered ..
pre]udlces Have gradually

spectable political slogans.
~Each new concession to
identity-based potitics en-

courages. the next demand, .

-and' each new’demand fur- -
ther normalises discrimina-
“tion disguised as admlnrstra-
tlve necessity:;

Meghalaya offers ,he

world one of- humanlty $in
: few minutes are often cruc1a1

n deterrnlnmg whether-a.
‘patlent survives or-suffers: -
-permanent disability. While.
" CPR'is primarily: adminis=. -

“most remarkable engineer-
.ing marvels—the Living
~Root Brldges They are not™
constructed: in haste. ‘They -
requlre patlence, cooperation -
and vision, taking" decades *

“to mature while growing

_stronger . with each passing:.

year. They connect villages

‘across rivers not by cutting

down nature; but by guldlng ;

it towards unity. .

- Our politics could learn -
somethlng from these bridg- -
es:

The challenge before Me- :
' ghalaya is not to build ever .
“more bureaucratic barriers.
bétween its people, but to
_cultivate the patience and
‘wisdom to grow bridges of
trust. Future generations will
not judge us by how many li=:
cences we created to separate -

' communities, but by whether -~

.nesses medical emergencies, -
;- arising from road accidents,:.

Th1s brmgs usto themost -

-cruclal question of all. Do~

similar Geopolitical choke

. points exist that are e1therfv

"hazardous or beneficial to *
India? This question immedi- -

ately brings a disturbing im- .

age of the Siliguri Corrrdor

‘or the so-called Chicken’s
Negckthat crucial 22 km pas-

“‘sageway that links the North’
East of India to the rest ‘of " :

the country.. To make things -,
more difficult for India, this *
<. narrow bottle neck has China ™

- to ifs-North and Bangladesh -

“to its South. Both countties
that are inimica] to our na-

“tion, Not so-long ago the :
then ‘Chjef Adviser of ‘the:
-Interim Govt of Bangladesh, -

Muhammed Yunus had made
-no bones in stating the need ,
to bring in India’s NE (-app

262,184 square kllometers) ,
'w1th1n the sphere of control

of Bangladesh Yunus is by -
"n0 means a stupid man. He °
“is a'Nobel Laureatte and he, "
“among others must he con- .
. cerned about Global warm-"

“ing and the COnsequences
it will have on his country.

“ 'Global’ Warming’ will cause’:
- the ‘Artic and Antarctic . ice .

to ‘melt; sea levels to raise:
and cause lowlying costal

‘Tegions to be submerged. It i is:

‘calculated that if the sea lev<

els were torise by a mere 1%+

meters ; 17% of Bangladesh -
will be inundated, displacing
not less than 20 million of its

_ citizens. Question of interest -
‘the most important key, to-: -

is where will these displaced .
‘people go? So putting2 and -
-2 together it is not difficult to -

"understand Yunus’s interest

in India’s NE with its-sparse -
man to land ratio. It is hoped

that our.policy makers; leg-
_islators:and Governments
are aware of this-danger'and >, ciples and Objectives.
"its migratoty potential that ~
‘could ‘change the whole de="+
mographic and - geopohtlcal;‘
status of North East India*

Not all choke points how
_everare adversarial to India’s

national interest. South East~
of the Indian Peninsular; -
. sandwiched between the
‘Northern tip of Indonesia,
-and“Malasia’s Southern’
~“most point; -lies the- Straltr
-of Malacca through- whrch
.approx1mately 94:000° ves- .
“sels transit” annually, car-

tying roughly 25-30% of -,

“global seaborne- tradé. This
- makes it the busiest maritime
~chokepoint-in’the world by -~
“tonnage .with main- users:

-being: China, Japan, South

- Korea, Taiwan, and ASEAN: -
“nations- (including Thailand:

- and ‘the Philippines). Now.’

just-74.odd km away from'-
: the Northen entrance of the. -

we had the courage to build -

institutions that united them i

“as equal c1tlzens

Yours etc L

E Narottam Subedl
Shlllong 2.

CPR Tralnlng
a ere Saver |

EdltOl‘,

The recent mrtlatlve of the :
Ofﬁce of the District Medrcal
" & Health Officer, East Khasiz

. Hills, in imparting’ training - ;

‘on Cardro-pulmonary Resus-
citation (CPR), Basic First*

"= Aid-and emergency response -

'skills to traffic personnel,
Home Guards, teachers and

- students in Shillong deserves
~wholehearted  appreciation. - -
“:Such programmes are timely,

“evolved into loud and-re="; practical and have the poten-.

ial to'save countlesslives. I

t s1ncere1y hope that similar -
- training initiatives will also:
‘be extended to- Tura. and
- other parts of Garo Hills:™ . ©

+The region frequently

eart attapks and suspected
troke cases, 'where the first:

tered during cardiac: arrest,
public awareness campaigns
should also educate people

about recognising the mmal
- wamning signs of a stroke.”

The need for such pro-
grammes_ is becoming in-

creasingly urgent. India re--
cords around .1.25 million- .

new stroke cases every year, -

.accounting’ for nearly 10~

per cent of the global stroke

burden (World Stroke Orga-
“nization Global Stroke Fact™. .+~
Sheet 2025; Global Burden.

of Disease Study 2021).

:Stroke remains- one of the
~leading causes of death and

“long-term disability in the

country. Studies further indi- -

strart 51ts the Great Nrcobar, 4
. island, an island belonging- | -
10 India on which India has |-
‘built and created INS Baaza
naval and air base. Nowhere:

- 18 it claimed that India owns
the Malacca Straits ; but the

~simple fact that Indla has.
such a massive naval and’

~air power presence. just 74

~km away ;-is ‘enough for |

the- world to recognize as
‘to who has-control over the
Northern entrance of ‘the
Straits. This control. pro_]ects
* the power that India has over

the maritime traffic that pass’
_through the Malacca Straits’
-and both friends as well as’

.. adversaries - would. do well

- to tike note of this fact. By’
controlling a chokepoint in |
the Indo-Pacific, India also-

“'gains leverage in broader

geopolitical conflicts (e.g., if
" pressure is exerted in the Hi-

malayas, India can respond
- at sea). .’

- In conclusron one must,
admit three factors currently
occupy the minds of most’
‘nations. in the Indo-Pacific

region. - (l) Fear of Chi-
‘nese expansionism "(2) the

. undependantly of fickle US

* defence assurances|(3) Emer-' |

gence ‘of, India as a super

-power within the Indo Pacific
‘Tegion. @) and’ (2) are ap- |
“ prehensions, that a changing

", World- order can bring. Ev-
_eryone knows that on their
‘own-it ‘would be’ difficult
"if not impossible-to stand

- up.against. such challenges :
“Coming together’ as ‘a col-:

“lective united force however

‘is a-different story.. ‘Against”
such a security background it
-would make complete sense

..for the’”ASEAN members
to rev151t and reassess the
““group’s:Fundamental Prm-

A re-evaluation of the
-it ‘can helpin redesrgnmg

~“ASEAN’s securlty structure.
The Straits lie-in- India’s

" back yard i:e The Bay of |

Bengal, while the Anda-

man and Nicobar-islands-
can act-as: an unsinkable

aircraft carrier, guarding the

‘Northen“end of the Stralts

between , Malasra,—%Indone-
sia; Singapore-‘and:India to
safeguard their own national

* interests “through ¢ontrol: of

Strait’s strategrc value -will:
not harmanyone.-Instead’

The Silence of theLung,

By Ellerine Diengdoh

D1scla1mer This op-ed,’
has been reviewed by a team B
of experts whohave spent the.
last decade confirming that'
‘grey’ is, in fact; a colour.

ing the situation by standmg ‘

very far away, probably in .
:Switzerland, looking through
binoculars that have been -

| wiped clean of the truth. If .
"you find the satire in this:-

piece too dark, remember

‘that-it is still thirty shades -

hghterthanthe average Tues- |
~if we dont destroy a forest
‘and a river every twenty

day morning in Byrmnihat. .
-~ "“For:most of human hlS- .
tory, air has always been .
the.polite bit of nothing that'
eexisted between _your face .

| and whatever itis you tvanted

‘t0.look at.Air. never got-in
the way, and air has always -

‘been 1nv1srble, hke common =

’sense

" Scotland of-the East", in

| a town called Byrnihat, air VY B
bram .of perhaps just the":
“one hemisphere that-isn't .
..-currently. clogged: with in-" ~
- dustrial soot...you have to
wonder,‘what’s the use of a -
. strong economy if your-skin: - :
is covered in industrial boils? .
~~Who is going to pay.forthe " -
doctors? Do you think the” - «
-men who own these smoke-

has’ undergone a'personality
change It has decided thatit
.no longer wants to be anony-

‘mous, and insists ‘on: being”

felt, so it has started behav=

-ing like a physical thing one

.must. shove asrde Just to get'j

somewhere : :

We have been mformed i
that Byrmhat is currently the -
.most polluted place.in Indra,,f
‘which is not exactly the sort-
;of récord anyone’ wants to.
,break butstill, congratula—j

fions; I suppose; It’s nice to

My recent. Journey’

'through Bymnihat was arev-’ -

“both the entry and exit points [ 7707
- of the Straits will make any ‘[ wise

' “What you see however is mostly smoke, tons and .

'misadventure into; the SE’|
‘Asia. region, by any power. |

~intoxicated country ;' risk’

.too-perilous: to- undertake :
And that is exactly what we

“want!

- cate that almost 90 per- cent
. of 'stroke cases are associ-

_ated with preventable risk

factors, including hyperten-

- sion, d1abetes, ‘tobdcco use,,
unhealthy diet; obesity:and -

“physical inactivity (World
.-Health Organization, 2025;

““Global 'Burdén of* Disease-
*"Study 2021). These alarming

statistics underline the urgent
need. to equip. ordinary citi-
zZens with' bas1c hf say

skillse 542 -
tIn remote reglons such as
Garo Hills, where ‘reaching

spec1ahsed healthcare facili--

" ties often. takes cons1derab1e

time; the ability-of ordinary -
. cifizens.to provide immedi-.
“ate assistance can make the -

differenice between life-and

. death. If Village Heads,"

- teachers; students, drivers,

- police personnel; Home:
Guards; transport ‘workers
. and community volunteers-

are trained in CPR, basic first -

aid and emergency response

. techniques, many'lives: can
' be saved before professional -

medlcal help arrives:
If the District Medrcal
& Health Office, Tura,-in

" collaboration. with educa- -
tional institutions, the police; -

transport authorities, volun-
tary orgamsatrons and local
bodies; organises ‘tegular

.. CPR, ﬁrst—ald and stroke-
awareness trarnlng camps
,across theregion, itwillhelp’

“build a network of informed
first responders capable of’
‘providing timely assistance

“until professional medlcal !

car € arrives.

< today | could save many pre-
cmus 11ves 1OmOITOW.
e 2 Yours etc.,
RN Jarraj,
"Via email

Amcles and letters ap-

‘The Shzllong Times -

‘A few houts of tramrng‘

pearmg on this page are|.
*| the views of ‘the, wrrters/
authors and . ‘not” that of '

'elatlon, and’ I’“half -expected

» what an economy is from the
-'perspective of an Engllsh
‘teacher. The.¢conomy-is a

this invisible ghost is that it .
_leaves'the rest of us with a” .
_visible probl'em .athick, -+
*gréy paste. that coats. every-,,,”{ ;

However in our hlllS, ’dre' -

- scientific field of “looking at

v'thmgs with your.eyes and -,
» seeing whatothers have seen .
“two decades ago. Yet, despite ©
) ~this discovery, nothing has
They are’ currently monitor- * : changed; because people.ar-- - -
gue that we need these grey-. < -
.air-makers: for something . -
called "The Economy";/' 7

Now letme explam toy

'magrcal invisible ghost. that

mmutes L
= The problem wi

thing from the trees to the -

_inside of your uncle's throat.
~and yours too if- you are not At

 fountains are gojng to reach .
“into their silk pockets and’ .
“foot the bill for your oxygen' .
~.tank? No. They won’t even: "
" pay for the tlssue you.are .

“tons of ghastly s smoke that is being pumped into the

"sky presumably because factory owners think ihat the

sky isa giant communzty bzn that never gets ﬁJII but ™ a
the sky.is Sull, it is now ove;ﬂowmg with Byrmhats -

zndusmal vomlt Smce the sky-is.now enveloped in:

thzs strange,. “dark ominous cloud, the people lzvmg
i "below have had to adopz‘a strange new, dze

soot-covered Ohver Twist to
matenallse on-the sidewalk
gasping for air. So, why | hasf
‘Byrnihat turned into this? -
Experts will ‘tell' you that.
it"is: because of somethrng
called "Industry.” Industry is
when humans take a perfectly

| nice bit of nature and turn it

‘into, a place that looks like -
“something straight out of a -
.Dwkensran hellscape. .-
Now ‘there are factorles
in Byrmhat that are’ - making™
things like iron; cement:and
smoke.- What you see how-.

-ever:is: mostly smoke, tons:

and tons’ of ghastly smoke -
tha is being pumped int6 the
sky, presumably because fac~
tory owners think that the sky -
isa giant community bin that
‘never gets full, but the skyis-
full, it is: now overflowing
with 'Byrnihat’s industrial -
‘vomit.: Since the sky is now: .

| enveloped in-this strange, -

dark ominous cloud, the .

_people living below have had ‘L

t0 adopt-a strange new diet. -
For those living in Byrnihat, "
they aren’t just breathing, ;-
they are basically eating'a
.burldmg one‘molecule. at a-
time: It is, L must say, a pam-
fully slow way to consume a.
massive office block, which
{is much less delicious than a-
KitKat, or even’ the paper a
KitKat comes in.. :
~Our officials have notlced
thls by the way, and tried to"
fix it by "momtorlng" the:
situation.:"Monitoring":for.
those who don't know; is
a clever term for watching:
something get worse while
lolding a file and noddlng
“seriously. After ‘years of in-~
tense watching, the officials™”
‘have recently noticed that |
‘the air is grey, ‘which is a

:massive breakthrough in the

In the olden days people
in ‘Meghalaya lived in hat- :
‘mony with nature. Now, they
live in-harmony with indus- .
I trial plants. It 1§’ deﬁmtely
less poetic, and it comes with
added perks like your laundry
coming off the line:looking * -
like it’s ‘been used .to-clean -

“the exhaust pipe of; avery old .

very sick truck.:
- Now this' Ieads us to

bleak question. about ‘where ', i

we are.all: heading. In the
“future; we will look back at .
~Byrnihat and wonder.why we
let. an entire town' turn 1nto

a giant, grey ashtray, orwe -

may not, because we will be o
too busy being dead to care::

“While Christians believe j. ,
you couldn’t fake (your mon- -+
ey, with you to the afterlife, -

.in Byrnihat, you can at least

" take a significant portron ofa:
steel plant with you in your °
w1ndp1pe and that somehow o
1s  very reassuring. - i
- In short, Bymlhat stands i
as a-monument to -human -

progress. We took something - a
‘beautiful .and made it the |
sootiest, smogglest versionof :

itself, thereby proving that if * -
* humans put, their-minds and -

several hundred poorly regu- -
' lated factories to it, we could . * -
" fuin absolutely anything..... .-

7. Inspired by

“https: //yorutu be/:f" "

JKerthzwI”sr
PgnoJlﬂlKPR = :
<https: //theshrllongtlmes ,‘ .

GBI6- -

com/2026/06/30/ viral- re-* f"\ .
port-on-byrnihat- -ethanol-". |

.plant- pollutlon-faces-govt- L
-denial/- St
“https: //www google o

com/amp/s/fronthne the- %
‘hindu.com/photo-essay / - .
byrmhat-mdustrlal- pollu- -7~
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 the river and by permitting vehicles to be washed in it.

il

N “People fall forward to success.” ... "

C— Mary Kay Ash

The Shlllong Times -«
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Is Buildings On Rivers Permitted?
MEGHALAYA has several regulatory authorities, but
none bother to implement the rules prescribed by the Gov-
ernment from time to time. Whether monitoring river pol-
lution within Shillong city or the much-discussed Byrmnihat
Industrial complex, the Meghalaya Pollution Control
Board (SPCB) is in a state of perpetual denial. At this.
point, it is imperative for the Government of Meghalaya
to establish an independent pollution monitoring:agency
-~ ~and stop'relying on its own ineffective Pollution Control

. Board. While the Chief Minister announced that all rivers
in and around Shrllong would be'cleaned up in'time for
the National' Games in 2027, the plight of the Umkhrah
and Umshyrpr Rivers remains pathetrc Groups cleamng
“the Umkaliar River collect several tonnes of garbage ona
- bi- monthly basis. Yet the MSPCB has not once mspected
the entire stretch of the Umkaliar River to-determine

~ which of the four Dorbar Shnong- localrtres——Lapalang,

- Nongrah, Rynjah, Umpling, or- Nongmynsong—rs the’
heaviest polluter. These shnongs should actually be heav-
ily penalized for killing the Umkaliar River, not only by
dumping garbage into it but also by allowrng kitchen:
wastewater and: septic tank contents to flow directly into |

This desprte the amended Meghalaya Building Bye—Laws,
2021, which states that where aplotis located adjacent to

i :a water body (stream or rrver) the building regulations |

‘are to be governed addrtlonally by the Meghalaya Water

Bodies (Conservatron & Protection)-Guidelines.

Under the Meghalaya Water Bodies (Conservatron &

* Protection) Guidelines, the. minimum setback depends ,
_‘on the 'width of the river: If the ‘width of the river is 3-

. ‘metres the minimum setback or drstance from the river
“on-which a residential or other hurldlng can'be’ burlt 1si
*3 metres away from the rrver If the width of the river is
~more than 3 metres wide the setback has to be 6 metres |
-wide. The amendment fundamentally changed how con-
‘struction near rivers is regulated. Instead of prescrrbmg

a srngle setback in the Burldrng Bye-Laws themselves; it |

lrnks building perrmssrons to the more detailed Meghalaya
* Waterbodies (Conservation and Protectlon) Amendment
Gurdelrnes ,2023. The amendment stipulates that ‘anyone
~constructing a burldmg beside a river ‘must comply not
only with the Building Bye-Laws (setbacks from roads

_neighbours, FAR, height, etc ) but also wrth the Water-/

bodres ‘Guidelines.

' The Guidelines also create a regmlated zone beyond the
setback Its width is four times the applicable waterbody
setback ‘Within this regulated zone, development is con-
trolled rather than absolutely prohrblted and additional
envrronrnental and planning restrictions may apply. The |
amended Guldelmes further prohrblt or: restrrct hoardmgs .
 billboards and certain bulldrngs w1th1n the waterbody

setback and regulated zones where necessary to preserve ’

scenrc vistas and unobstructed views of rivers and streams

strrctly prescribe- ‘how burldrngs whether residential ‘or

* otherwise cannotvrolate the waterbody setback but along
the’ Ummkaliar River ‘new: buildings; mcludmg a-church {:

_have come up right on the water body and the Dorbar'
Shnong, the KHADC: and the other regulatory authorr—
! ties of'the Government 1nclud1ng the' Pollution: Control

-'Board #re all looking the other way. This is Meghalaya si
L congenrtal disorder —that laws are made to'be flouted w1th
N impunity and no one réally cares to-take actron agamst
o vrolators erl the Governrnent please respond" )

~Letters to the Edlt()l'

~ Borrowed .
Power° MCA
Holds Up .
Matrrlrny

Mirror
detor, B

"+ Your editorial of J uné 30'
'Matnhny Brutalised’, gave

“ mea heavy heart, but ‘also.a

APV

@ P

K’

-~ strange sense of vmdrcatron

For years, Meghalaya has:. .
" worn its matrilineal identity:

" like a badge of progressive-
ness, as though the mere

i act, of a child taking the -

mother's surname absolves

"an entire society of its sins .
against women. Your:edito- ./
rial called this out for what it :
is, a "sardonic attitude which -
; only sounds good in songs
" and poetry.” I'couldn't agree :
" ‘more. And-nowhere. this. "
seems more. true while fol- -

lowing the unfolding crisis

at the Meghalaya Crlcket g
" Association., ’
What seems to be happen-
ing‘at the MCA grves usa
“-small, ugly window into how -

power actually behaves when

- a woman's dignity.is placed

on one side-of the scale and

~'a man's career on the other.’,

Recent media reports sug-

.+ gest thatthe association's

Secretary, an official named
Rayonald Kharkamni, stands

suspended in the face of-

covering up and neglecting. -

sexual harassment com- .
" plaints of women cricket- -
ers. And yet, in the face of *
-~ findings this damning, what

“have we witnessed from.a

“ significant section of the

‘ worth defending. ,

~I ask a simple question '
/of_ these ‘men: would they
“extend the same fierce, un- "*

T do not say- this lightly,
and I do not say it'about all

"men. The MCA President has-
“at least acted on the Comimmis-
‘sion's findings, suspended the ..
officer concerned, and stood,
by the women rather than the
“institution’s conveniénce. :
- He has, quite: publicly, put
principle above the comfort
-of the old boys' club even if -

there seems to be srgnrﬁcant

retaliation agarnst him from; 8
- within the MCA. But his is;
drstressrngly, ‘a 16nely fight.
* For every step he has-taken,
there seems to be a chorus’ of *
male voices rushing to shield -

the Secretary. not because

--the-facts-are in doubt, but
because his continuation.in'
.- office is convénient to their
-own hold :on- 'power. That -
-is ‘what frightens me most:-..
this was. never really about. -
loyalty to a colleague. It is: -
-about the desperation of a-
“man clinging to’a chair he”
‘should have vacated the mo- -,
*. ment these findings came to
“light; and the willingness of"

others around him to mistake
that desperation for a_cause

conditional loyalty if it were:

their own sister or daughter

‘who had been let down,

~“ignored, or en_dangered? 1.

“_ Khasi-.

. association's male. member- -
“'ship? Not-introspection or-
- shame. Not:solidarity ‘with .
““the.young-women-whose'::
~careers and safety were putat -
. rrisk. Instead, an almost des- -
perate and theatrical defence -
of a tainted ofﬁce-bearer :
‘mounted with riore energy
-~than was ever spent defend-".
‘ing the women themselves;

J WhO Al‘e

Ever since the state an-

. them wa$ announced, there
has ‘been resistance from" -

a section’of the Khasis,

the Synteng in particular,

whao insist that the lack of

‘the inclusion of Pnar (the -
nation”.are four'in number: -

language spoken by them)
words amounts to discrimi--

nation and ignores the his-"

‘tory of the Jaintia, who are a
community distinct from the -
Khasi: The question; there-

fore, is whether the Synteng -
constitute a group distinct -
_tract adjacent to the Garos on

from the. Khasi; and what.is.

meant by the term Jaintia,
“another name by which the
‘Synteng identify themselyes. *

At least from.a linguistic,
 genetic, and cultural | perspec-,

tive, the’ Synteng form part." -

..the Jaintia Hills .
take their name ‘froni. the _

* Rajas of Jaintia, the former

of- the larger Khasi: group..

:The question-of.including::

them under-the term Khasi,
however;is also a political
-one:: Since: the*Khasi-main-
‘tained an: oral; culture;-it'is
_only the colonial documents

“that canhelp in this regard. -

We will go through some of

these colonial documentsto -
 :alSo being used interchange-

understand how the Br1t1sh

viewed the people lrvmg i

~what today constitute the dis-

tricts of:Khasi Hills, Ja1nt1a B
2. word Jarntra which comes -
from the capital Jaintiapur, -

‘Hills; and Ri Bhoi.-
The first document is the

latest among them, History

of Assam, written by E. Gait

afid published in 1926. This
‘was almost a hundred years

“after the ‘British had come
into contaét with the Khasi. -
The book has a‘chapter de-

voted to the Jaintia, titled. ,
' * name of the Hindu goddess *

“The” Jamtra Kings.” In the
‘second paragraph of the

chapter Gaitwrites: “The do- .

minions of the Raja of Jaintia
mclude two distinct tracts of

country, namely the Jaintia. -

Hills which is inhabited by 2. - ::Sutnga in the sixteenth cen-’

Khasi tribe called Synteng,”

.and the plains country, south
of these hills and north of the
Barak river, in the Sylhet dis--

trrct now knowhn as Jaintia: .

parganas the inhabitants of

‘which:‘are Bengalr ‘Hindus :
and Mubammadans.” A few
‘ sentences later he also states

that “Theré is. practrcally

10 drfference between the "

:inhabitants of the Khasr and-

| those of ‘the Jaintia Hill
effect therefore the' Meghalaya Water Bodies (Con—v oscof the Jaintia Hills .

o l. ‘servation & Protectron) Amendment: Gurdelrnes 2023,

they speak the same language

.and there is no drstlnctlon
between them RN

most faméus-one; The Kha-

sis by P-R. T..Gurdon, first-
“published in 1907 This was. -
less than fifty years after the

rebellron of .U Kiang’ Non-
gbah the: last great're:

is:inconvenient to power is
not solidarity atall. Tt is self-

brotherhood! And a society

that romanticises  matril- - Cn
iny while its men behave _: S

this way in boar’droOms"“and
; dressmg rooms is not-matri-

lineal in any meaningful
“sense:t is a patriarchy with

, better publj¢ relations. .+

.“What unsettles me further,'f :
“isthe thought ¢ that the MCA, .
-for'all its faults, is atleast an "

‘institution where the facts

‘are surfacing, where one_
man-at the top has had the: .
courage to act, and-where a-

hewspaper as old and cred-

ible as' yours is willing to’
-~ print the word "brutalised" "
in'the same sentence as’
matrlhny " If this is what we -
‘are seeing in an association '
“under some public scrutmy, .
what must be happemng in".
the other sports associations.
- of this state? In sports bodies

across this country? Where

there might be no President . -
willing to risk his own repu-. -

“tation.to do right for young
‘women athletes?.”

cannot find their collective

“conscience and speak against”
“this kind of blatant disre-
gard for women; 'whether in"

cricket assoclatrons in pub-

lic spaces, or’in _marriages,’
:;then perhaps it:is. time the
~women of Meghalaya stop ,
© waiting for that conscience -

to arrive. ‘Collective; un-
‘apologetic action by women,
inside institutions like the

‘MCA and outside them,
may achieve in months what .

“decades of polite. appeals to:
matrrlmeal values have”

* As far as Gait is -
concerned the Synteng are -
part of the larger Khasi tribe;. ~

It i

evaporates the momient it -

interest wearing the mask of -

+"If the men of this. socrety ‘

the

By Bhogtoram ‘Mawroh -

agamst British rule in the
hills. In the introduction to .
‘the book, it i§ stated that
the languages of the “Khasi’

“the ‘standard literary form,
-founded- on' the language

.. of Cherrapunji, the Pnar or

: Synteng, of Jowai, the War,
'spoken in the valleys on the
southern face of the hills, and
the Lyngngam, spoken in the -

the west,” =
Later in‘the book Gur-
don 1dent1ﬁes the locations

‘where the different. groups .
*are found. He writes that “the -

Syntengs, or Pnars, (mhablt)
. (which)

‘rulers of this part of the coun-

‘try, who had.as their capital -
which now.
- falls within the boundaries

Jaintiapur ...

of the Sylhet district.” From . .

 this it becomes clear that the

Synteng (with the word Pnar

ably to describe them) are a -

zlmgurstlc group. We also-get

“an.idea.of the ‘origin of the

‘where' the inhabitants were °
‘mostly Bengalr Hrndus and:
Muslrms R ,

Thus, Ja1ntra 1s not a
‘Khasi word ‘but most likely
‘a.Bengali ‘one. In fact, the

fJayantra Buranjr reveals

that it was derrved from the ::

J ayanteshwarr (supposed to

-be an incarnation of Durga), -

the patron derty of the Hindu -

kingdom of J Jaintiapur before .

‘it was conquered by Hima:

‘gali subjects: would refer to
themselves as Jaintia, It was
not a’term used 'exclusively
“to identify the Synteng::/

the most interesting of all the

colonial documents, Papers_f

Relatrng to: the Disturbance

" in Khasi and Jaintia Hills,
. pubhshed in 1864..1It is-a"

record of the correspondence
between British officers. as
they. attempted to suppress -
the rebellion led by UKiang

references to'the places:that

.to the bravery of'the Khas
warriors who fought for their
‘independence. According to
one of the letters, the T€ason
for the ‘rebellion was “the
. interference with the religion -

i but by our own.

Via Emarl

Pollutlon
a Crrmrnal
_ Offence

Edrtor

_ bers of Operation Clean-Up. "

“‘with their. rakes, hoes, ‘and:

'spades clearing: the river-
banks, T am reminded-o
“.their: amazing dedication.

“our city: The rest behave-as
“if rivers are bottemless dust-

“bins! They are completely
blind to the damage their

‘careless habits cause:

‘waste dumping, hill cut-
‘ting, and rapid urbanisation ",
have already hit the fragile: |
ecosystem of Shillong hard. -
-‘Rivers that once carried

clear water, used not just: -

‘for washing clothes but also
for drinking, now stink with -
filth. Why can’t the govern- |

. ment. think ‘of rejuvenating -

them? What is holding them - :
“back?:Yes; some drains are
so choked that even a short .
- downpour turns them into in-
stant flood zones, espe01ally
in Polo. This is not just an
~’inconvenience; it is a thteat .
“to public. health and; to the
beauty of our town. - .
Enough is enough We

tury; Jaintia was therefore a
‘term used for everyone who,
~lived’in: Hima. Jaintiapur, -
_'meaning that even the Ben- -

~'We now come to’ perhaps o

- Nongbah. It is-a fascinating,

; -, document and even contains .
. We now turn to' an earher o

publrcatlon and perhaps the -

‘took part in the rebellionand

“rJaintia Hills as-belonging -

farled to delrver Otherwrse, &0
your editorial's warning will:;

‘prove tragically -prophetic,’ .
..and our matriliny will remain
“brutalised, not by outSIders >

Declare Rrver '

Every time I'see the mem- :

- If we look more cloSely,'

of the Khassyahs (Khasrs) ”
~In another letter; it is, stated
 that “the’ hope .. that the

accept the offer of pardon

-'has now passed away,”
Those who rebelled under'
“the leadership of U Kiang.
Nongbah ‘were referred to’
as Khasis, and the same. ter-
mrnology appears in several
other letters as well. -

--Perhaps the: clearest ex=
ample that those who re-
belled against the British -
were regarded as Khasi is’
“found in the following sen-
~tence: “I am diretted by the
Governor General in council,
to request that His Honor
the Lientenant-Governor:
. will favor this Govemment
without delay, with a detailed -
statement of plan operations.
which' his honor proposes
to ‘adopt ‘with.a view to: the
suppression of the Cossyah .
(Khasi) rebellion in the Jyn-
 teeah (Jaintia) Hills.” For the.
‘British, U Kiang Nongbah
was therefore a Khasi rebel
from the Jaintia Hills, and his "
.-rebellion could, from aKhasi
‘nationalist. perspectlve be-

regarded as. the second war.

4 of Khasi 1ndependence affer.
" the earlier struggle led by U
. Tirot Sing.'He was captured
with the help.of “a partyled
‘by aKhassyah (Khasi) of the
-name Oollong (U Long) Sat-"
“toonga (Sutnga), a resident -
-of the . village of Nurteng
(Nal’tlang?) 99T i LT

‘The document also con-"
tarns “the testrmony of U .
Krang Nongbah descriptions
~of'the various battles with the

British, and indications ofthe .-

‘respect the British held for -
‘the bravery and determrna-
tion of the Khasi warriors,
There is even a descnptron
“of how the- present institu-
- tion of ‘the Dorbar: Shriong -
!came into berng, as a system
- “designed-1o help- the British®

keep the local population un-

“der control ‘The descrrptron
of the capture and testrmony
~of U Kiang Nongbah is par- -
trcularly interesting, and the -
- British acknowledged: that -
. he accepted his fate without
“showing- any- fear, There is

- also mention of ‘his widow -
“and two chrldren, and-one’-

wonders whether his descen-~
-'dants might still be; traced
" after such a long. perrod

It is therefore:clear’ that
the’ British-consistently re~
garded the inhabitants of the

“'1o the Khasr communrty
But does that mear it'is ap-.
“‘propriate ‘to. use Jaintia as

catmot keep patting offenders .
~on the.back while they poi-
son our rivers and streams so-
‘mindlessly. We need strong
solutions without' delay. It
» is-time to deal a “knockout .
. purich” to. this filthy habit: -
- The only ‘answer, I believe; .
"is to make dumping garbage
into rivers and streams a .
serious. “criminal offence”;

e Heavy: ﬁnes and ‘short: ]arl

- terms can only make people

->think twice. In.Ireland, of- .

fenders face fines. of up to:
€5:000 (approximately RS
-'5,00,000) and even a year in-

’ Jail for polluting the environ-
- ment, If such strict measures

“feel.too harsh for us, we can.

- at least begin with penaltres

~~of Rs.’3,000"and a three-day: -
_|a11 term. I amquite sure this

-~ will bri
-1t clearly shows that only a~ will bring about a dramatic

~handful of citizens sincerely .
+ “care about the cleanliness of

_change! For the law to have.

a real deterrent effect, au- s any further delay. Look at

thorities must be determined -
-to identify and prosecute
offenders ‘without mercy..
The.government should also
install: CCTV cameras at
key locatrons to hunt down
-violators. .

Crtrzens, too, can play a
- supportive role, If people do -
: not get tired of taking end-
“less selfies, why not use that
“skill to discreetly photograph

offenders who dump waste. -

‘into drains and rivers and
- upload the-evidence to the -
."Shillong Municipal Board.
_or.the'DC office’s ‘websites :
- with 'some details? Those;
‘who report violators could .

be “rewarded”. with some -

.percentage of the penalty

amount. This would further

. encourage vigilance and .
* help break the cycle of dirty
~habits. Kerala. has already
shown how communrty

Je aintia? Colonial Records | -
and the Questlon of Khasr Identlty

. -a synonym for Khasﬂ Thrs '
_ % question is addressed in'an’

earlier document, Report.
- on Khasi and Jaintia:Hills
by A.'J. M. Mills, publlshed

at “the'] o ~in 1853.
Khassyahs (Khasrs) of Jyn---
teeah (Jaintiay Hills* would ~

Accordmg to Mrlls, the
Khasi are a tribe of people

- who inhabit the portion of the-

¢ hills bordering Mymensmgh
and Sylhet on one side_and

" Assam-on ‘the other, In his

- section on the Jaiptia Hills,

* he states that “the mhabltants

~of ‘the Jaintia Hills consist’

+of Lalung (Tiwa), Mikirs
- (Karbi), and Khasias.” Thus,
- Jaintia- did not refer only fo

“the Synteng but also included
the Mikir and Tiwa. He also

“describes how the Jaintia
Hills came to be -adminis-.

tered separately from the’

‘Khasi Hills, which ultimately -

was’a matter: of admrnrstra-
trve techmcalrty :
;' Thus, there is lrttle doubt

.»at least from the colonral

documents, that the Synteng

_.or Pnar formed: part of the

larger Khasi group. The term"

’-Jamtra did: not: refer. exclu-

. sively to the Synteng but also.
.included non-Khasi groups. |
‘Willthose advocating a sepa- -

‘rate identity also allow these-
~non-Khasi_groups:to_enjoy
‘the same benefits they ¢laim
~under the label Jaintia; such’

~ag reservations and rights:
relating to land’ “ownership:
-and transfer since; these.
groups would also fall under:

" the umbrella of Jaintia? If

not;‘is that not mconsrstent
“with the historical meanrng
of the term" ‘ .

The term Ja1n~tra was

“never of Khasi origin and |

- therefore, in this interpre- |
f ‘tation; cannot:be:used ‘in-
‘ iterchangeably with Khasr
“There is no-Jaintia. tribe or

ethnic community as such.

i Rather, there are the Synteng

. or Pnar, along with the War,’

and:other non-Khasi groups [ :
.such asthe Tiwa; Karbi, and

Biate; all of’ whom ‘were’

subJects of Hima'J arntrapur ‘

*Thus; if the term Jaintia:is.:

: used asda geographrcal or ter-.
. ritorial de51gnat10n referring | 7 A2

“to people from the former |
“Hima" Jamtrapur polity; its..

“use may ‘be acceptable. It
+is, however, not appropriate.
“to use the, term as an ethnic -

‘_ designation. Therefore, only

the term Khasi'is the histori-
eally legitimate: ethnonym

. for the community. Any other

. interpretation reflects a mis-

- understanding of the history-

and culture of, the land and

,j’1tspeople R

(Theviews expressed in.

- the_article are thpse of the '

~author and do not reflect in

- anyway his affiliation to any

organisation or institution),

-reportrng” through: What-

" sApp can work 'wonders:

- And isn’t this exactly what.

we need, when people keep
- tossing mattresses, blankets,

“quilts,-and even broken TVs,.

-keyboards, ¢ and what not 1nto

g tour rivers?s

- Of .course; 1t is hearten-
mg to learn that the Deputy;:

-Commissioner of East Khasi:

Hills is also-Wwilling'to join
the Operation: Clean-Up-
‘drive. The: involvement of
the CEO of the Shillong Mu-

~ nicipal Board would be still

" more expected. When the.
top officials stand shoulder

“to shoulder with citizens, it
“sénds apowerful message.

~ Shillong cannot afford to
-lose its-rivers arid streams to

~“this neglect. Environmental

- pollution must be branded a:
- “¢riminal offence” wrthout

--Sikkim ‘=~ spotless, scenic;,
and thriving on tourism, with-
-citizens strongly supportive:

- of maintaining cleanliness

and a healthy environment.

“Tf 'Sikkim can attract tour-
.ists year-round and “mint

money”, why can’t Shillong?

“ Qur countless -homestay
~‘operators open their doors

with warm hospitality, hop-

-ing simply to earn a liveli-

‘hood. Wouldn’t clean rivers:
‘and a healthy environment

" make ‘Shillong even more

1nv1t1ng‘7 i
; ours etc.,
, Sahl Gewali,

pearlng on this page are
the views:of.the’ wrrters/
authors and not that of

The Shtllong Times -

- Shilleng |
Artrcles and letters ap-|

~ Ayodhya scandal -
- :Slgllalsfsystemrc decay;{}f_é

By Jagdish Rattanani

The snowballmg scandal...
over allegatrons ‘of misap-*

..proprratron of donations.

and, offerings at'the Ram -
Janmabhoomr temple. at.

Ayodhyais the latest shocker

inan all-enveloping sense of.
collapse that has gtipped a-
range of Indian institutions,

Our political systems; consti-

tutional bodies, mdependent

watchdogs and now plages
-of fajth and worship appear
-to swim.in the same muddy

waters. This casts .an air of..
gloom over the- drrectron of >
anation with mountmg cases
of corruption =, from.exam

“paper leaks to land grabs and

bankmg scandals — that are-
in plain sight of the people. -
It is easy'to see the scan- -
dal at Ayodhya as.a new-
low. This is, after all, the
place that stood at the heart

.of -the BJP’ s.volatile mix -

-of politics and religion: and *.
contributed to the party’s rise
on the national scene; takmg
‘it from a low of two seatsin”
the 1984 Lok Sabha to 282
seats in2014. Tn that sense; .
this is-a scandal’in the heart-
of thé BJP’s political sanc-

of millions of .the. faithful.
“‘who have contrrbuted to the
‘constructioh, maintenance
and upkeep of the Ram

“thus ‘a’logical culmlnatronf

“of a system of leadership,
-governance ‘and’ Capture

of power that believes in-

andlives’by the edict that:." -
“results matter and how we R

“get to'the results does not,

In allowing this path, we bid - *
goodbye to the one principle -

that Indian spiritual tradi-" -

tions hold above alliothers © . -
" that dharma must lead and o
. artha can only follow,. or~"
“that values are af the heartl-." -
of the Indian way of lrvmg,’ S
‘and. thriving. Nothing in | ="

‘the Indfan tradition counts =

-as success or achievement

‘when it is‘attained by the .-
. wrong means: It-is a power- =~ -
“ful Indian spiritual lesson, > /"
rerterated in countless’ d1s-f i

‘courses and kathas that all is

“lost when values are'violated .
“in pursuit of a goal;however:
" fioble the goal may be. True,”
. there are grey, areas and di=

* lemmas but they, too, must '

“be*approached with an eye *

* on living the: values. Any- . <

thing less is: convenience

- forithe short term that will © .~
. come back to bite in the long ;7%

“term. The Ram temple con-" .
tum sanétorum. It mocks - froversy tells ys-that all this . .
the devotion and’ reverence; " knowledgé is turned on s~ >
‘head. The plunder is limited =~ - -

not’ to the: material assets,
‘but is' 3  demolition of thei
c1v1hsatronal and splrrtualf '

‘ i‘It brzngs home to the fazthful what a k -
breakdown of ¢ governance looks llke Hztherto .

questlons on democracy, transparency, due

process zntegrzty and the llke—whzch are all -

weak wzckets for the establlshment——were £
seen as questzons lzmzted 10. the polztzcs of the ,4;-
day If polztzcs is murky those in polztzcs must -

learn to play the game whzle they keep thezr

hold and expand thezr agenda This szmplzstzc :
' splzt view of governance that bad’: Gl
governance can be rzngfenced and some
good can come out of it- it= collapses zn the

temple Some 500 mrllron»j,\

devotees are said- to have:

wvisited the témple since it S
was consecrated on Jan 22, ;
2024, according to the Uttar r

Pradesh. government.-: That:

even. such-a venetable icon:
-of faith. is at risk” of being -

plundered by the very people

‘entrusted. with its’ construc-
tion and upkeep is'a lament : -
thatv signifies what this‘ ne'w_-

low might look like. :

-Now, reports have come
in'that Champat Rai, the all-.
powerful general secretary of .

the *Shri Ram Janmbhoomi

/| Teerth: Kshetra’; the trust
that manages the temple, has
resigned*A Special Investi-

gation Team has been'set up
by the Uttar Pradesh govern---
‘ment; and eight people have:.
been arrested as’ investiga- -
tions‘continue. . This 'is part
of the standard political and :
administrative response to a..
J|:standard scandal.tAction-of -

this kind i$ meant to restore

,farth but here the erosion”
of faith-signals somethmg ;

much more significant. .

“It brings home to- the ,‘

‘faithful whata breakdown of

governance looks like. Hith- -
erto, -questions”on democ--"
racy, transparency, due pro- -
' cess; integrity and the like—

which are all weak: wickets

“for the establishment—were’
seen as questions. limited".
- to.the politics of the day. If,

politics is ‘murky, those: in

politics must leamn to play.
| the game' while they keep*. -

their hold and expand their

. agenda This simplistic splrt_

view.of governance — that

‘bad’ .governance can be:

ringfenced 2 and some good’
can: come: out; of it = col-

“lapses/in-the scandal at the -

Ram_temple. " It illustrates

‘to an -audience: that has so
far refused to. ask the hard -
questions.of the day that a:

governance collapse sinks

the nation and everyone with -
‘it; believers and the:non- .
belrevers in ‘oiie boat. Bad -
governance -thus works like:-
an. all-consuming fire- that -

will burn everything down.

Inn this light; the scandal at .
Ayodhya isnotanew lowre--
‘ally. It is all too expected as-

the slippery slope of a;jour-

- ney focused only onthe ends ,
without caring for the means, 9
The collapse at Ayodhya i

i scandal at the Ram temple

. tradrtrons by the verypeople ks
‘who claim to defend them. ©.
:"The renowned" scholar * .

and teacher of Advaita Ve- .«

" danta in contemporary times, * -

" Swami Dayananda Saraswa- -
Ct (1930 2015),;who Prime
_Minister Narendra.Modi:
' had considered his spirityal -

guru, spoke : of this blndmg

daty toward a life of valués,
Swami Dayananda: taught’“'f e
the idea of understanding’ "
not just the values. but also’."" .
-the value of lrvmg by those" " .
values, captured in his book .-
titled “Value of Values?. He =~ =
- wrote: ““The expression of =7
-my life is just the expressiori ..
of my well-assimilated value. " -
‘structure. Only assimilated

values are my personal val-

person ' internalising them.

Their practice then comes . - i
naturally and is not imposed.: ..~

Everything else becomes'a; -
charade. played oUt inthe.
name of values.. y

“Yet, there is a complex{_f b

and deep play-about. val-:

ues. They appear to.be of .

little use’ when results can, -
“be achieved vrolatmg every
"=value; in letter and in spirit.” -
As the clever-and the smart”.
‘beginto enjoy the game and -

notch up what is seen as .’

“success after success sans a7

value system, as hasbeen the -

case with the ruling estab-"
lishment in India, they setup =~
the system for:a spectacular. -
-collapse. Trust disappears, '
systemic. decay-sets in and

every achievement begins
to ring hollow'as yesterday s

_'markers of “success” reveal *

themselves today.to be the '

‘steppmg stones to a. monu-

mental collapse. - -
~ Indeed, one of the’ best_' .
lessons on values comes to:;

us from Gandhi who sawno
distinction between means™ "
‘and ‘ends . —-the ‘means are,‘;? S
the ends because they are = -
.the seeds:that will flower.- ...

tomorrow ‘A rotten seed :
cannot grow 1nto 2 uscful i
tree after all. S

(The. writer is a ]ournal- -‘:g .
“ist-and faculty member at

SPJIMR: Views. are per-
sonal) (T hrough The Billion -~
Press) (e-mail: edttor@;
’thebzllzonpress org)
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. (They) reflect what. "
'is valuable; to'me.” In this .~
teaching, values are to be "
internalised and:-become”
an’inseparable part of the




“Prove yourself to yourself, not others”
' - __Steven Pressfield

THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, JULY 3,2026

The Shillong Times

Yol No:LXVHI No.321

. SHILLONG, FRIDAY, JULY 3, 2026

Silence over Ayodhya

"THE Ayodhya Ram Temple funds case is gettmg‘

curiouser, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
silence on the massive loot at one of the epicentres
of Hindu faith is surprising. He zealously promoted

. the cause of the temple throughout the past 12 years

of his governarnce. The Vishwa Hmdu Parishad has
~ distanced itself from the mrsapproprlatrons of epic
_proportions over the past few years by saying it had
nothing todo w1th this. This in itself offers no relief,
That the temple trust.chief, Champat Rai, functioned
as the vice president of the VHP is no small mtter.
e While there is no evidence to suspect his direct role
in the dlsappearance of crores, his resignation from
the trust post is significant. It was the VHP’s spirited”

pursuit of the Ayodhya cause that led to the erection
“of the temple through huge collections of donations

from near and far. Millions of Hindu devotees had

.. donated funds and also bricks etc., for the temple’s

grand construction. The Prime Mlnlster,s personal

presence to lead the consecration rites, though this

raised the-eyebrows of secularists, makes it impera-

a tive that the PM personally 1ntervene and set thmgs

rrght at the epochal centre.of Hindu faith.

~The' Sangh Parivar's temptation to blame an_
- outsourced agency, citing the reason that sent its
- personnel for counting donations, does not absolve
‘the top temple functionaries of the blame. That

a top VHP leader oversaw the functlonmg ol’ the
temple where such a loot took place is a sad com-

“mentary on how ent1t1es linked to rehgron conducted‘
themselves. The rise of the BJP as the governing |
political estabhshment inrecent decades might have
“confributed to the creepmg in of wrong tendenc1es'
‘in such entities,- which had prev10usly raised no ac-

cusatrons in ﬁnanmal matters However, the reports

of large-scale embezzlement in Ayodhya now would.
‘work to the BJP's dlsadvantage in the Hindi belt..
- Assembly electrons are due in Uttar Pradesh in six:

‘months’ time: TheYoglAdltyanath government, with

[its intelligence apparatus should have known what

;- was going Wrong in the hallowed envrronments of
" the high-profile temple. Rather, the govemment let
= down the falthful The Opposition is bound to raise
thisasa major issue in the election campaign ot

Just in UP but. also i m other H1nd1-belt states where
electlons take place in the near future.-

“The proposed investigations by the CBI, in ad-
dition to the probe m1t1ated by the UP police, are

iunhkely to produce any result and might end'up as.

_an eyewash. Central 1nvest1gat1ng agencres today
" suffer from a credrblhty crisis and are known for

_political bosses has mcreasmgly been rernforeed in:

.dragging 1nvest1gat10ns instead of giving the serlous- :

ness that such probes deserve While such agenc1es
had always been under pohtrcal pressure, their im-
~"age as “caged parrots,” doing the bidding- of their

recent years. There is less reason for the fa1thﬁ41 to

s« Letters to the Editor

Traffic

* Management or
f Mlsmanagement";
- A Plea for Logic-
~at Rhino and .

Barik Pomts

Editor, -~

-1 am- writing to express
__my profound frustration.
‘regarding the current traffic

flow regulatxons enforced by
‘the Shillong Traffic Police,

. specifically concerning the

mandatory diversions. for

* commuters traveling toward

Laban, Lumshatsngi; Law-
sohtun, and Rilbong. This
appears to have been in ef-

fect since July 1, 2026 and

- this mlsmanagement needs

" to be pointed out to the con- -
cerned authorities through -

.. your esteemed newspaper.

As it stands, a motorist

coming from the R:lbong/ .
Anjalee Point area is prohib- -

ited from making a simple

right turn at Rhino Point to-

head toward these residential

" localities. Instead, we are

M.

forced to travel all the way
to Barik Point, only to turn'
‘back and navigate all the

way to Rhino Point again

just to make a left turn. This
convoluted route adds an

unnecessary 1.5 knlometersv .

to every trip.

The absurdlty of this "ex- ‘
is further com- .
pounded atthe Civil Hospital
junction. Commuters intend-

periment”

- ing to turn right are similarly

demed access and are once

~again forced to travel to the”

already gr1dlocked Barik

c1rcu1tous ordeal

- feel confident that the mlsapproprlated funds from’
their donations to the Lord would be retrleved andr
restored to the temple s coffers

./‘.' L

¥ e

stretch

I must ask: ‘what is the *

loglc behind forcing vehicles

to contribute to further con--
* gestion. on the Barlk-Crvrl}»
.- Hospital stretch? In a city
.' already 'struggling with se-:
" vere traffic bottlenecks, these
_ directives seem to achieve

- the opposite of their intended -
purpose. We are being forced |
_ to waste prec1ous time.and

burn expensive . fuel navi-

gating redundant loops all
while the primary arteries-
- remain choked with vehicles -
that shouldn't need to be .
~theré'in the first place. -
' While T understand the -
. “challenge of 'managing
. Shillong’s narrow and com-

plex road network, traffic

* management should be about
-efficiency and easing the™

burden on the public, not cre-
ating unnecessary obstacles.

I urge the traffic authorities
torevisit these directives. We:
- need solutions that prioritize

sensible traffic flow, not
policies that turn a simple
commute into a frustratmg,

' Name w1thheld on request,

Via email.

Loud Speakers/ - Blended Fuel Is

continues after'-f Destroying Car

Loud Music
10 PM

. Editor, *

:I'do not know about other' ,'

“residential areas, but as a
former resident:of Maw-

lai Mawroh and a present -

_Point, only to double back™
*.through the same congested

Yours etc k

As the monsoon’ ap-

| proaches Jowai prepares

yet again to host ane of its
most profound.cultural and
spiritual expressions-Behdi-
enkhlam; celebrated this year
from July 6-9. Beneath the"
thythm of drums, the splen-
dour -of decorated rong-or
rots, and the energy of thou-

“sands gathered at Aitnar, lies -

a deeper story that continues:
to shape the identity of the
Pnar people: a story of divine
covenant, ancestral memory,
and the enduring philosophy
of Niamtre.

. To witness Behdienkhlam -

.is to witness more than a
festival. It is to encountera -
living worldview in which -

mythology, morality, kin-

ship, and commumty con-

verge. ‘At its heart stands
the ancient narrative of U
Syiem Lakriah, the chosen
intermediary between U Tre -
Kirot, the Supreme Creator
and humanity. "

" According to Pnar oral
tradition; when U Tre Kirot
first entrusted the Niaw Wasa

~with the earth, the land was:

barren and unyielding. Life

-was fragile, uncertain, and’

without form. In the words

of a: Jarntra saying, “Chna. «
Yung i step pat i»miet, chna
yung i miet pat i step,” mean- -

ing that in such a rocky and

“soil=less landscape, no house

(yung)- could stand securely
whether. built by ‘day or by -

‘night because the earth itself

offered no stable foundation
for human settlement. . -
In- compassion, U-Tre.

Kirot responded to the .
“prayers of U Lakriah, com:

manding Ka Bei Rymaw, the
Earth Mother, to offer three
basketfuls of soil known as

ka:le khoh l¢ sun so.that the

earth ‘might become fertile'
and habitable. T_hroughthrs
divine act, land became life,

-and humanity found its foot- .

ing upon creation.
From this sacred begm-

‘ning emerged not only sur-

vival, but a moral order.
In the celestial realm; it-is
believed, U Tre:Kirot con-

‘vened a Dorbar Blai, a divine
| council that éstablished the .
“relationship between human
~life and the natural world.:

principles by which' life on
earth must be guided.~This

sacred’ order became -the .-
-foundation- of Niamtre, the

indigenous faith of the Jain-+
tia and Khasi peoples-less a

.doctrine of rituals, and more. -
a philosophy of right living, .
Yet the:divine narratlve did. :
not end there. -

“As hurnamty settled and
ﬂour1shed .U'Lakriah was

chosen to guide’the people .
as the bearer- of divine in- -
struction. Through him, the -
‘connection between heaven -
.and.earth -was sustained;, -
often symnibolised.in tradi-
tion; by-the.appeararce of

resident of Lumshyiap Lang—’

Deputy Commissioner, East
- Khasi Hills since 2023 and in

. 'violation'of Supreme Court -
order dated 18.07.2025 in .

‘C.A. No. 3735"0f 2005,

which is mentioned i in that’

- Order, regarding preventron
-of sound pollution. -

ity of such celebrations but

" causes disturbance to-other

residents as-well: One 'such

incident of sound pollutlon .

happened recently until the

morning hours of Wednes-{ o
: : is an_experiment and the -

day, July Ist.

I implore all locahtres;
and residents to have some

.common sense for the com-

mon good and implement

the above-mentioned order

in letter and spirit, which
- arose from a good sense of -
the need to prevent noise -

’ pollutlon

: Yours etc.,

© Kitdor H. Blah,
o Shrllong

Ethanol

Comp onents
Editor, : i
My fam11y bought a car

in January. 2023 and it func-’
tioned very smoothly forthe -

past. ‘three years. However,:

since Nitin- Gadkarl intro--

kyrding, I can personally at--
test that Joudspeakers/music .
systems continue to be Used . .
‘well beyond 10 PM even '

“after the order issued by the -

By Dr Omarlin Kyndmh

a rambow-a s1gn of peace

- contmulty, and divine pres:
~ence. But when the purpose

of creation had been fulfilled;

U Tre Kirot declared that

He would no- longer appear

form. . -
Seemg the»sorrow of

‘humanity, a’ covenant was
-made. U Lakriah interceded,
_and it'was agreed that the

Creator would return once
every year to-dwell among :
the people for four days and

~ three.nights, during which

‘humanity would honour Hirh
- not_through sacrifice alone, -

_ but thréugh joy, dance, grati- -

tude, and unity. This sacred
promise became the sp1r1tua1
seed -of Ka Chad Soo Sngi

- Le Taw; the ancient form of

- what is now known as Beh-
dienkhlam. ; ~
~The festival, whose name
hterally means “driving away
the plagué,” evolved through- *
centuries of lived experience.’

- Oral-tradition' recalls that®.

- during, outbreaks of cholera .
- (ka. Khlam prai pynhiar) in -
the plains of Jaintiapur; fear
and-devastation spread into -
the hills;"In resporse; the

_community. gave form to its
*collective prayer through

ritual, transforming symbolic. -
“action into cultural memory,
““What was once'a response to
sufferlng became a timeless
expression of resilience,

Agrarian societies across °

;, the world mark their relation-

ship with natyre through har- -

'; vest festivals. In the. North-~
east, Bihu’ stands as one of
- the most widely . celebrated /-
© expressions: of. gratitude -

for the ‘earth’s_abundance.

L Among the Khasi, Jaintia,

and Garo peoples, Shad Suk

Mynsiem, Behdrenkhlam, [
‘and-Wangala similarly:em-: -

body thanksgiving to nature"
and the, Creator for suste-:

_nance and renewal.. Over.”
s time, these festivals-have
“become woven into folklore,

carrying within them incan-
tations, myths, and moral..
codes that reflect.the deep~

In its* earlier form Be-

‘hdienkhlam was knownas ,'

Ka-Chad: Soo-Sngi Le Iaw,

*a dance lasting four'days, of -

which .three coincided with :

-miarket days. As-popula--.

tion and settlement patterns .-

- expanded across the Jaintia:
..Hills, the  festival- evolved. :
- and became organised around -
“the KiSoo Langdoh-the four -
“priestly villages of Chyr-!

mang, - Jowai; Tuber, and =

- Ialong-each carrying its own:"
' r1tual responsibilities.”

~Over time; symbohc ele—

’m,ents were added. The Ki -

duced ethanol blending fuel -
éven our car has started giv-
ing problems. First the mile-
age .dropped and thereafter ;.

" the” air-conditioner stopped

functioning. I really don't

- understand what is happen- .-

ing to qur vehicles: It's not”

“just the old cars; even new

.cars;are also affected by

- ethanol-blended fuel. Why.
- is the Goverriment impos- -
; ing ethanol on every vehicle'

-whereas: in-other-countries::

"+ there is a'choice and one can-
The sound from such~

~ loudspeakers'is not con-
“fined to the specific vicin-

.opt for ethanol-blended fuel

g 0, 2°Th :
.or 100% P iral fuel: © »Lagaan where a Britisher

+-said;"teen guna:lagaan wa- -
sool karunga." (We wilt-get -

Govemment allows-its citi-:

- zens this choice ‘but here in’ -

INDIA we are being treated -
-as guinea pigs: Are. Indians -
‘now becoming subjects for

“. some experiments?

‘Ethanol blending in petrol

results will .be available by "

" ‘next year, the Union Govern-,

ment has told. the ‘Supreme
Court. .If the Government

has already told.the Su-"~
preme Court that this is.an
i experlmental phase, why is -

the experiment being carried
out on such a massive scale,

“resulting in our vehicles
- being damaged? We middle-
class citizens purchase-ve- :-

hicles with our hard-earned-
lmoney and then without any

" ‘rhyme or reason, our new

cars are being damaged due

to ethanol-blended fuel.
‘Why is the Govemment

of India riding roughshod

- over-the public: by impos-
.. ing ethanol-blended petrol
*on us? Some’ car insurance -
companies had éven putup ", .

notices stating that if cars are .
~ spoiltdue to ethanol -blended
= fuel, the insurance claim w111

’ Rong, elaborately decorated '

U Lakrlah and the Four Slsters

The social. ethlcs of Nla- R
_fmtre find further expression

“in Ka Sngi Kylliang Ka

tableaux, once featured head-

less animal forms represent-

ing-the presence of disease -

and misfortune, later: trans-

' formed info artistic expres-:
-, among the people in v151ble B

sions of community identity.-

. At the centre of the ritual re-'
mains Aitnar, thé sacred pond -

Nongkylliang, the obliga-
tion, of mutual care within
‘the community. This is not’
©.an abstract ideal but a lived

practice, once- beautifully

" illustrated in the tradition of

- E Ja Khonbo, where neigh-

of Jowai, where the rots are",
ultnnately immersed signify- .

.. ing the return of disordeér to
:the depths and the restoratlon :

of harmony. on earth."

<! ship, =
Behdlenkhlam embodres '

. But Behdienkhlam® 1s not

only.a ritual iresponse to_

diseasé or misfortune. ‘It is’

" Tangjri), U Lakriah was ap~
. pointed as the_custodian of
divine instruction, énsuring

. also deeply rooted in kinship-:
‘and creat1on ‘According. to
tradition, after the descent -
-of humanity .through the
golden ladder (Ka Tangnoob:

that the laws of life’ were -

‘communicated to the people.

At 'the same tlme divine

bours c,ollectlvely supported
a young mother nursing two

infants. In’such moments;’
“compassion became. social

law, and care became wor—

these teachings ‘in action;

Every dong participates in

“the making of the rots, Ev-
.ery household .contributes

to preparation, Ritual offer-

ingg; libations, and ancestral:

remembrance reinforce the

‘bonds betwéen the living
-and the: departed The im=:
- mersion of the rots at Aitnar
is not merely symbolic; it is.

. acollgctive acknowledgment

companions. descended to .

‘earth. The Thunder God,
Syiem Pyrthat, along.with. -

sacred stone deities and river

_spirits estabhshmg a cosmic:
‘order in which nature itself-
 participates in the well bemg '
- of humanity.

Within this sacred unfold-

< four sacred days, beginning:
"-with acts of collection.and
“preparation, . followed by
sacrificial offerings at Ait-"
“nar, the cutting and erection-

{ing, the story of the Four

- Sisters- Ka Bon, Ka Teifi, Ka
‘Wet, and Ka Doh occupies a”
. central place. As progenitrix-
- of the principal clans, they -
_Tepresent the foundatlons,
- of kinship upon which Pnar o

society rests. Their j 3ourney

~-to Loom Sooyung in Jowai is.
remembered as the moment': -

tures, and culminating in: | -,
i“praybrs, dances, and.the.
final:immersion: ritual. At
‘every stage, the presence: of
. ancestors, deities; and-com-
. munity members is invoked,

when divine order took root

_in human society, giving rise
 to the founding clans known;
: collectlvely as the Phra Kur

Phra Kinai::

emerged the social institu-

~traditional custodlans of"
faith and governance Inthis -
-way,.kinship is not merely.
‘genealogical; it is'moral.and :-

2

that. dlsorder must return to

‘where it camie from, allowmg \‘

renewal to take place. .
~The festival unfolds over

of ‘sacred wooden struct

remforcmg a worldview in

“which life is' contmuous and

1nterconnected e
In the modern- world

‘niew forms of khiani: have
“emerged-loneliness amidst:
connectijvity;’ dlsconnectloni
~ within-families,  enyiron-
* From these ancestralroo s - mental degradation; and the-
+ erosion of cultural vahies:

- tions that continue to define ¢ Against this backdrop, Beh- |

'commumty life-the Dalloi, &
Pator, Langdoh, and other:

‘dienkhlam acquires renewed

: ~re1evance It reminds us that:

. true progress is not measured

“spiritual, binding individuals -

. "into.a-shared respons1b111ty

for one another. -

‘This phllosophy is’ ex—'j‘_,
pressed most-clearly 'in

which rests.onthree endur--
ing principles: Kamai Yei

Hok-to: earn- honestly and

righteously;  Tip Bru-Tip

.-Blai-to serve humanity as-a
path to ‘knowing God; and. -
. Tip:Kur Tip- Kha-to honour.

-“one’s maternal and paternal

“rable from daily life; One’s”
L relatlonshlp with the Divine
~is reflected in how one. 11ves o

with others. -

_chase a new vehicle becausé

-this entire strategy will hit
~the middle class’ the hard--

- be rejected by the company :
In this case- whom should we
“blame? ‘We are in a dilerhma -
-as’to what will happen if
people using E-20 vehicles’
move.on-to. E-27 and then"
- E-30 vehicles?-Will we then
~have'to change our vehicles? -
This . way the middle_ class -
will never be.able to pur---

“-the: teachings of:Niamtre,

~*only in material terms, but in’
“the strength of relatlonshlps,'
the. integrity of:values;-and-
‘the depth of communal life. :

‘As the drums orice again

-+ echo across Jowai this July,
they carry the ,memory of-
U Lakriah’s covenant, the
blessmgs of the Four Sisters,”
and the enduring wisdom of:

Nramtre -They call upon'a

‘people not onty to remember’
i their past, ~but- to hve the1r
'values in the present;

< For:in;the end, Behdl--

enkhlam is not-merely a

" festival to be: .witnessed. It is

" kin. These principles affirm -
‘that spirituality: is insepa--:

a phllosophy to be lived-and

a:reminder that humamty

‘Aﬂourlshes whenit livesin

“harmony with'the Diving,
‘with nature, and w1th one’
i .another EREE Vi

swept across’ Europe has:

‘created a foreboding atmo-

sphere in the ‘continent. A

~ large number of people have

- lost their lives in the horren-

~dous heat.. Sweltering tem--
peratures have badly affected

_normal life; Over the years,
the European continent - fa-.

“mous for its ¢ool atmosphere

-est. They will be under debt

< burdens for ever. They will
never be free from car loans -

ever.. I. remember that film -

“back three times the' taxes).

*This is what*is: happening:

with us right now if ethanol
“blended fuel is not stopped.
- 'Everybody knows that

makmg ethanol-blended fuel
'requires water, and the entire
“nation will soon run out of -
' water as Mumbai is already

has shifted to a_hot one in the
summer season, This year’s

summer season has-liter-
“ally turped Europe into ahot
 oven, Dry. air is transported .
to Europe from North Africa

‘making the continent a rap-
idly heated place. Millions
of people have experienced:

“temperature above:30° C..

"~Such an ominous occuir-
“‘rence serves as a warning to

" facing a water crisis, We In-"

dians are helpless before this

in the fuel tank is causing

replacing these components
is very expensive which the

emission, espec1ally by de-
Government -which is tak-
“ing many wrorg ‘decisions
"and creating havoc'\among
‘the public. The moisture

. car components to-tust and. .

people and political leaders.
Global warmingcaused by
human activities comes back

~'to haunt: people. Nothing

substantial is being>done
to combat global warming
and climate change. €arbon’

veloped countries continues

" unabated: -Unless political
-leaders take practical mea-’

sures to lessen the impact

‘of global warming, extreme-

‘weather conditions will con-

- tinue to torment people. Con-

_public has to bear from their .

“own_pockets ‘since claims.
get rejected due to ethanol- .
lblended fuel

= Yours etc

AmrtKlng wn o
Sh1110ng—4 et

Heat Wave
Kills

' Edrtor

certed efforts are essential to

“counter such a phenomenon

We must make earth a better

, 'place to llve for posterity.. .

B pearmg on this page. are

g The heat wave that has g

“Yoursetc.;
“Venu GS,
Kollam

Art1cles and letters ap-

the views of the: writers/
authors and not that of

The Shillong Times

The Dechne

nSs 'hdarlty
Among,Young,People ,

By Pyndap Lyngdoh

Ttisoften said by leaders;

elders and ‘public ﬁgures )

that -youth are the future of

the nation and somety This™
| statement carriés deep tnith,
because the strength; energy;

and creativity. of. youth -are -

-essential for the progress of,
any community. Young peo-
‘ple are‘not only the future.’

leaders of the country, but
also the. present force that

can speak up for justice, pro-’

tect social values, and bring - -

positive change. However"
désplte this important role,
-a serious’ concern remains;

why are some young peop]e

showing less solidarity, less,

social concern, and less:*

,w1111ngness to take part m
the welfare of society?
- It must first be understood :

that not all young people are

the same. Many are- active;:
“responsible, and teady to,
stand up for the common
,good. They . are’ “willing to-
“speak against injustice, help

those in need; and contribute -

to the development of their. -

communities.. These young

"people show that youth - can
be ‘a:powerful force for so-

cial:transformation. How:'

“evet, there are others who'
Fremain’ silent, distant, or
unconcerned about soc1al{ s

o

local: declslon makmg, or -
social activities. When their
- ‘opinions are ignored,.they.

contribution:is-not valued. :
Qver: time; this can- lead
;to-silence;. drsmterest or:
withdrawal. On the ‘other

may. begin to feet that their -

‘hand, *when. -young people ) ;f : |

‘are trusted encouraged, and.
“included, they oftenrespond
- with enthusiasm. and dedi- -

- cation They become. more

conﬁdent more respon51b1e
and more W1111ng to serve the
commumty

Leadershlp also_matters
greatly Young people. need.
role ‘models, mentors, and’

leadets who can guide them * i

in the right:direction.’ With:
~ out such’ leadershlp, many "

are left confused or discon-
- nected: A strong leader does -

not only give orders, but also’ ¢

" inspires; teachés, and creates -
opportunities for growth.
When youth ‘are guided by
people whounderstand thelr
struggles: and potentials,

they are: more/hkely to’ de- e

~velop_a: sense “of duty and’.
* solidarity. Good leadershlp
can help young people see
“that social’ involvemernt is’
‘not a burden, butameamng-
“ful part of life. L
Desplte the government’

B B

One of the mazn reasons behma’ this problem i
~is'the. lack of proper guzdance Many young i\
, people do not receive enough education about i

- thelr responszbzlztzes toward soczety thez' :
: rcommunzly ana’ the nation. -

issues. Th1s difference in -
attitude has becomea mat-.
ter of concern,. especlally at.

a time when society expects -
‘young people to .be- more,
aware, more. actlve, and '
“more united.” >
¢ One of. the mam reasons
 erslack the proper guldance
needed to_understand how

behmd this problem isithe

lack of proper_guidance.

'Many yourig-people: do not
_receive: enough: education:
about their responsibilities’
toward society, their. com--
) munlty, and the nation. They.”
‘may, learn academic .sub-
jects, but they are ot always
‘taught the importance of co- -
operation, public spirit; and -
collective responsrbrhty As’.

“aresult, some grow up with-
‘out:fully understanding that '

social progress depends not: -
only on.individual success
| but also on unity’and sharedv‘,/._:’

effort, When guidance:is

| about education, employ--
ment, financial security, and.-
“personal survival. In sucha
situation, it becomes.easy. -
to focus only on oneselfand"
forget broader social respori- -\
sibilities. Struggles related..
to jobs and livelihood often .

leave little time or energy for

social ‘involvement:’ Some""ﬁ

young people may even feel

that their-own problems are .
too heavy to allow them'to -

think about the problems of

others.:This does not mean
‘they: do not care; rather,-it
shows that they are burdened. .

by. circumstances that'make,
active’ partrclpatlon more

»dlfﬁcult ,

The influence of mobrle :
phones, social media, and -
entertainment also -plays-
a,role, though it'is not the -
“only cause. These things are.
not harmful by themselves;

but when they consume too

much time and attentlon,;
they can reduce real-world
interaction and weaken the,j‘
habit of community engage- -
‘ment. Many young people

spend more time online than

they do in meaningful con-

versations, commumty meet-

ings, or'social work. This -

can-slowly create distance

between them and the people =

around-them. However, it
would be unfair to-blame

techriology alone, because
the deeper issue is the lack”
| of awaréness, discipline, and
social education that should -
help young people use these E
Towisely, :problem of soclety, theyare .~
part of the solution. With
* the right support, they, can ;
“become the voice of ]USthC, -

tools wisely. -
"The lack of opportumtles
for participation is another

. major factor. Inmany places,
young "people are not given
enough space to take part.
.in community discussions,

 between pohcy intention'and * -
“actual’ ‘participation.: ‘Many-
-youths are_still unaware of -

 change can transform com-

BN

‘efforts to involve ,youngl G

people -through’ various ! -

Chief-Minister’s programs;,
a significant. gap remams

-these m1t1at1ves while oth-

‘to apply, engage, and ben-

on-ground support need:to
be strengthened so that the

programs' can: réach the in- -

tended audience more eﬂ°ec-
t1vely For these initiatives to -

have a meaningful- 1mpact

‘they must be: accompamed
by ¢lear communication;:
accessible information, and

practical mentorship that;

helps“young:people par=* .
. ticipate with conﬁdence and
-weak, many young, people -
fail to realize that their voice: -
‘and participation matter, -

-~ Another important reason
isthe pressure of modem life.
Today, many young people -
are caught in a fast-moving .
world where they must think -
~society. Their energy, ideas, : :

purpose
It is also: 1mportant to
remember that the decline.
‘in solidarity i$ not because "
:young people are mcapable
or. unworthy, In. fact, youth.:-

have great potent1a1 to be-; B

come the Strongest support of
-courage, and willingness.to

munities in powerful ways:

What they need is" encour-

agement, proper education,:
‘employment opportumtres
and chances to participate in

: pubhc life. If society invests |

in young people, then young*
people can mvest m somety

m return.’.

From the perspectlve of
a young person, this issue is

not simply about laziness or - o

indifference..It is about the .,

“realities of life, the lack of ;-
: guldance the absence of op--

portumtles, and the pressure .-
to_survive.in-a demandmg

“world. Yetthere is still hope:*
Af the famtly, school ‘com- :

munity, and soc1ety work
together to inspire youth

 then a positive change can .

‘happen. Young people can-
be taught to.think beyond-

themselves to*value -unity; -

“efit: from the opportunities’: " :
- provided..This’ suggests that -
“awareness’ campaigns’ and

and to: understand that the - - '\ '~

progress of society depends
on collective ‘effort.- When -
they are given the chaniceto-

. participate, they can slowly

change their mindset and be- -

-come active contributors to -

the welfare of the nation. .
: ~Conclusion: R

. The decline in sohdarlty

among young people is:a

serlous 1ssue, but it’is not .

permanent..It can be im-

- proved through education,

guidance, leadership, and
meaningful participation. *
Young people are not the”

‘the strength of the commu- "+

nity, and the driving force for
social change S
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- ““Start with what is right rather than what

is acceptable.” . S
‘ ~ -— Franz Kafka
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Whither Financial Literacy

"THE Press lnformatron Bureau Shillong has kickstarted a

heated debate on whether merely having a bank account

THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SATURDAY, JULY 4,*‘202‘6,‘:' -

‘Red Tea in the J alntla Hills

In Meghalaya, people re- 1
céive and offer tea throughout By Anna N ofsu.. . alwm(blsltdrfc:ylgr'e lsyulcncselzti:c(leid
sthe day, Dunng my research - » o refusing the’ tea. My tefusal
in the Jaintia Hills, there was performatlve as._we. bOth ShOUld not have served it 50 ‘was ‘usually brushed aside.
hardly a.day when I did not ~ knew the answer before he = quickly. What mattered was Thé host would smile. and

“Tea and Sugar: The Social Life of |

s i L
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qualifies as financial inclusion and financial literacy. The
discussion concluded thai financial literacy goes much.
“beyond 31mply having a bank account or knOng howto’
use a mobile payment app which many in rural Megha-
laya are still not comfortable with. At its core, finan¢ial
- literacy includes. the ability to understand the range of
bank products and investment plans; how to manage
one’s accounts online and to make informed decisions
-about money tlnoughout one's life. In rural Meghalaya
- and to an’extent in the urban hubs too many people still
don’t have long-term savings plans A financially literate
~ person understands how income is earned; makes Weekly
and monthly household budgets and saves whatever is
possible even from a meagre income for future exigencies.:

- Tribals generally do not as a rule have a saving habit but
financial literacy demands that:we understand the value
.of saving before' spending. Often even bank loans for.
specrﬁc small enterprises end up being used to purchase |
- consumer goods. Most small vendors don’t keep accounts
- and hardly know how much the workmg capital is or what
- the profit eamed per day is. Unless someone mamtams a
.. cash book how will they know thelr earnmgs from dally

. transactions?’

-For arural household in Meghalaya, ﬁnanclal llteracy
also means keeping track of income and expenses; plan-
" ning for régular payment of bills such as chlldren s school.
fees, electricity and phone bills, expenses on food and

“transportation and also' making allowances for ill-health

and keeping money aside for such emergencies, ‘Above all
. it means avoiding unnecessary debts and setting financial
" priorities so that a family buys only. what’s needed and
- does not 'spend on unnecessary items such'as clothes,.
-“-shoes etc. because of 'some. festival.or celebration or
the other. ‘But above all financial literacy tells us why

,,l,:“ savmgs matter and the different places to 'save money
in a risk-free environment. These. days many. families

‘borrow from banks for various reasons. It is importart
- to know the interest rates and repayment schedules and
~ how much the family will ultimately have to Tepay, w1th
- interest.-Also:important is knowing the consequences
if the borrower defaults on repayment. A person who
“.understands that a moneylender charging 5% per- month
is far more expensive than a bank: chargmg 10—1 2% per
year is demonstratlng financial literacy. .~

+ .Coming to digital empowerment, this is only possrble

1f a person is financially literate. In rural areas villagers |-
s prefer to enter a bank if the person behind the counter can

speak and understand their language. Too often banking
 staff don’t show the inclination to provide the required
hand-holdrng when semi-literate or illiterate vrllagers en--

 ter the bank. They come with apprehenswns anditis only

- because of direct bank transfers that they are compelled
- 'to open accounts such as the Jan Dhan Account.Digital
empowerment is a long way off because that means hav-:

j - ing & smartphone, knowing how to use it and above all

~ having robust internet connectivity which in turn requires
a stable power supply. All the above are still not-guaran--
" teed in Meghalaya’s villages as yet. - Digital Financial
- Literacy or digital empowerment means the ab111ty touse,
_debit cards at ATMs and to do so safely and alsoto make
* digital payments and to be able to memorise passwords

. and PINs etc:.In this aspect rural Meghalaya still has.a.

long way to go. Hence it is important to introduce financial
-~ literacy at the middle school level and not walt to do itin’

fugh school and college :

. Letters to the Edito

. - for the way I spoke walked, :
B eyﬂnd the *'my hair colour, and even be—
Unlform - ‘mg 1gnored when I answered
. ,questxons in class I-was
A Cry f()r ."" cornered in a room, made to -
X sit alone, and stood up for -
ConSlderatlon * an entire period beécause the -
teacher was in a bad mood.
Edltor o My notebook was’ slashed.’ -

As 1 read Ludw1g Van
Beethoven's-poem; "Who-

" - ever feels the joy of music,

let him treasure it; but let him
‘not make it his one aim," I'm

: reminded of the countless-
" students who've lost touch

“with joy in school. Constant

“criticism and bullying by ‘

teachers can crush a child's

* spirit, makmg school feel .

~ like a prison instead of a safe

: haven. Beethoven's father re-

peatedly said, "NOT GOOD

- ENOUGH" - a phrase that -

- still-echoes in the minds of
many students today. .

A student was terrorized,. -

insulted, and harassed for not

-wearing her uniform ‘cor-
rectly - a minor infraction

" that every other student was
" guilty of, but she as singled

_out. Mind you-the skirt was"

two inches shorter than the
desired length, a common
neglect among students and
- parents found among grow-

ing youths. The question

" is, why did a teacher feel

the need to nitpick so badly -
" that the pupil begged her
parents to leave school? Is:
~a uniform more importdnt -

than a child's dignity? Was

this it or was there something -
* more that made the student .
" constantly raise complaints
to the parents about shifting

schools? Is this.what the

- education system has come-.
to? Or maybe the real source

" of pressure is'coming from’
" the head of the institution
through the teachers?

with red ink, even when my .

" answers-weré correct. The
- constant: belittling made*u"»
me dread school and fake.

. being sick some days. One

incident. that still echoes

“is when a-teacher. shouted, -

"Your: parents are ‘rai,sing
p

-a rebel through you," just.
" becausem hair didn't match-. -
‘the rest of my length. These,

expetiences chipped away at
my- confidence, makrng me

. ‘question my worth: .
When COVID hrt and
“classes moved online, many,. -

teéachers .overlooked minor
infractions like incomplete
uniforms. But one teacher .

chose to insult the student

so harsh as though talking:

toa, “criminal when classes -
* resumed, leaving the mother

in tears and. counting days
until the end of their perlod
in the institution. :

"~ “Emotional; scars leave"

. lasting marks-on a ehild's
-psyche, shaping their mental- -

ity, maturity, and personality. -

Is.this what educators want
* . for their students - constant

worry; anxiety, and fear?
I wasn't the only one who . /

suffered. Classmates were
ridiculed for their accents,. "
mocked for their mistakes, :

-and punished for being dif- X

ferent. We'd see teachers.”
smile and praise the 'perfect’

students, while those who .

struggled were left behind.
<Institutions must priori-

© tize students' well-being over -

reputation. You cannot use

have tea. In fact, I often lost
count of how many. cups
I had taken before sunset.
“Just take it without sugar,”

my companion joked. “Then--

.you can take it as many cups '
as you like.”.

‘At first, I assumed tea
was: simply a refreshment.

Like coffee in many Western :
countries; 1t provides an im-’

mediate burst of energy. Yet.

after conductmg long term -
ﬁeldwork inthe Jairitia Hills,
I realised-thdt tea occupied .

a far more important place

in everyday. life. I often

wondered about the slight

excxtement in the’ air. when :

someone said, ‘Dih.Cha?’

times a day: at home, in tea’

,stalls, durmg interviews and ‘o

in. the middle. of ordlnary'

conversations. Drinking tea '
. shared. understandrng Tea:

~-was not:just something to
drink, nor merely-a source”

‘lasted 'no.more than five.
to ten minutes, yet people:
seemed to welcome these

| ‘pauses with surprrsmg en- -

_thusiasm. = =
- Preparing tea soon became

‘one of my daily responsibili-:

ties: Too much tea leaf made

.instantly sporled its flavour.
After manyfailed attempt
my host family finally truste
‘me to prepare tea for visitor:
-Soonafter, 1 even: ‘began t
‘Teceive: comphments fro
our visitors on.my-tea. The
-would say contentedly, ‘Yo
know how to make good tea
I was secretly delighted, a
if I had received an approval
that T had been accepted i
;Pnar society. -

Yét one mystery re

-did, whenever I made tea just
for myself, it rarely tasted a

good: Sometimes I couldnot.
| even finish the cup. Each sip”

left anunexpected bitterness . :
‘VA friend of mine in Jowai

“once explained why. Serv- "
“ing tea straight away, she
told me, could’leave the. -
““impression that the hosts

in both my mouth and my
stomach. - )
"The answer came one

afternoon, whenlmentroned .
this to'my-host father in-
Shangpng wvillage, where ,
“soon, Delaymg the tea, there- L
~fore; was a way of making a

him had becOme part of our : statement that they wanted

daily routine: Coming back
from work, he would give -

I spent much of’my .time

this ‘year. Drinking ‘tea with -

me ‘a shout.from outside
‘my small window: ‘Dep di
cha?’(Have you taken tea al-

- 'ready‘7) This was:somewhat -

changed. The time is now. Is

- lost their spark?

“guide-those who stumble,’
rather than belrttle‘them‘?

_ We need ashift in how we g
percerve education. Schools.
“should be spaces where -
- ‘children ‘feel safe, valued,
“and encouraged’ to grow, .
“not-institutions .that; crush .

their spirit. It's time to ask:
What are we teaching our
“children? Conformity 6r

courage? Fear or curiosity? -

Yes, teachers are requxred to

dlsC1p11ne when ‘hecessary, -

- but'is constant nitpicking

justified? Picking on every

little thing makes a child
want to €scape..Let's ac-

“knowledge it - this is a form _

-of bullying, and it's not just

- between peers. The answer -

lies in empathy, patience,

- compassion, and-a wrlhng— <

ness to listen.

through constant neglect

by the teachers, when I just
 needed a,little encourage-

‘ment. My talents, my abili-
t1es and skills, were boxed
up in the-closet’ drownmg

- under all the others.in the

spotlight. Maybe if some-
one saw the struggle, pain,

anxiety and aspiration of
introverts instead of just

~ ately-and added, ‘Taking i
.alone is so boririg. Tea taste:

‘the tea’black ratherithan °

red, while oo’ much sugar ~my house, I'was:usually .o

mamed‘ No matter-what-1

‘immediafely ‘after guests ar

- manding the child constantly -
“until they gonumb: Teachers .
should nurture, not break, .

“young minds. Times: have:

‘it worth sacrificing a thild's:-
~happiness. for a. school's
- reputation? Are we valuing
grades over. growth? What
~about the children who' ve .

" Teachers have the power, '
to uplift or bréak. Instead..
" of focusing on the 'perfect' .
‘'students; what if they noticed -
*“the quiet ones; t00? A little
- ‘encouragement.can spark-a .
* lifelong ‘passion.-Why: not .

. ‘long-term development: -

“As a student I have’ gone ;. Armed conflict affects the"'

.asked. ‘Puémrel’ (Not yet!),
I'would reply, although Iwas™
often already waiting for. the -
" invitation,-This was a sweet"
-custom of my research life in .
: Shangpung EvenwhenThad -
: already taken tea, he would
(insist I take it again, and of-
’ ”course, I never refused.

. Oneafternoon; however I
was washing clothes outside.

. “Chibet!’ (Later!) I shouted -

*‘back ‘at-his usual question..
He laughed and rephed that'

* he'would wait and j join me..

' ThenI said, while rinsing the
“soap' off the" clothes, ‘That -

“would be better-because -

my tea never tastes good

surprrse, he nodded immedi

of riothing; ‘Nothing!” Wha

observation turned out to b

of énergy. Drinking it alone

the ‘receiving end 1Often
together ‘with my.researc

mpanjon,. I went" around .

<The" timing of tea mat
tered. Tea was rarely IV

rived. It usually came later.

wanted’the guests to leave

 guests to stay longer. It'was:

a quiet gesture to make them

“feel  welconie. This made
me: reahse that ¥ was doing "~
: ened ‘tea from earlier vrslts.

it all wrong when 1 made
tea-for others at home —1

would not have:been ranks,

'the peers L

‘ Yours etc :
Narne w1thheld on request
Vla emall’

Sustamable :
Development ,

& the Chmate‘

{lmpact of _’

“isnow one of the central con-

cerns of the global commu- -
nity, especially in the face of -
climate change, environmen- "

“tal degradatlon and-armed

conflict; Although industrial-
- activity is widely recognized -

as a major source of pél-
lution and greenhouse gas
-emissions, war also causes
serious and- often underes-

timated harm to the envi- "
~ronment. - Unlike regulated :

industrial sectors, armed .
““conflict usually unfolds in’

conditions: where environ-

mental safeguards are weak;’
suspended, or unenforceable. .
‘As a result, war.can inten-
- sify climate’ change, damage

ecosystems,-and undermme

‘environment in several ways.

It destroys 1nfrastructure B
disrupts energy systems, .

contammates water sources,

damages agricultural land,.

and increases emissiohs

through military operations -
.and reconstruction activities: |

The Russia-Ukraine war has

- provided a clear example of ;
“-how. conflict can contribute .
"-to- carbon ‘emissions while

seemed to defeat its very{
'-.purpose
. For the nature of my re-:
.(search ‘my. everyday life-.

revolved around tea. Outside - questions ‘arid: answers ‘was

,relatronshlp

“timein the Jaintia Hills, I
- also. learned that offering

“ with the freedom to refuse
. there. were ‘many .occasions

: when I could not manage
‘another- cup.-My stomach

who exude confidence there

tiers and jealousy among"v

Coffered.

Ona surface level offer-

not everyone is offered tea
A colleague of mine-once

school. principals -and- eve
udges. In’ such official se

tings, tea ‘was not expected

These were busyinterac-
ons, and no one was obliged

“I had assumed was my own'«

Yet when someone di of

er tea, the interaction subtly
shifted. The conversation no
longer. felt entlrely bureau-'

that might have ended wi

nior did they necessarrlyi

need to’ sustam that relatro i

. ment that the' relat1onsh1p is
worth’ contmulng ‘beyond a

ng tea can enable a moment

Over the cours "of my.
tea’does not. “always com

Muchds I loved having tea,’

was already full.of sweet-:

“No; kong; o riced for tea;’

“also harming forests, soil; air.
~.quality,-and public health. In -
-this'way, war does not only’
create humanitarian and eco-~":
““nomic crisesy it also weakens -

environmental secu
climate resilience; -

ot srmply the tea itself but
“the manner in whrch 1t was

tell me thatT must take teain

o her house. Neither of u us was

“ing tea appears to bé an’act -
.of hospitality. It expresses -
_warmth, respect and generos- -
iy, through which relation- -
.’ships are sustained. Makmg

7 one, feel welcome- is ‘part of

~this offering; Yet people-in’
Meghalaya also-know that -

\

'sdid 1o -me, ‘If officers call -
for tea, that is a good sign. It
means"your ' interview went: -
well.’ During my research, I -
- visited government ofﬁcers
“when I drink it alone *Tomy.
(Shall we. take tea?)..The
- question surfaced countless

_ cratic; and'my mtervlewee :
often wanted to get to know
~mie as a person rather than as -
a. researcher A.relationsh

of negotiation,.in. which
refusal and acceptance take o

- % Atthe international evel
o chmate change has increas--
- ingly.become a priority in.
- global summits and policy
. discussions. Major ‘econo-
mies:are under pressure to:
- reduce pollution through
o cleaner production, lower
. emissions, and stronger envi=: °
" ronmental regulation. “Sus--
. tainable development: there-
-« fore requires cooperation
{:’among states through pohcy
“‘coordination,  environmen= -

tal commrtments and re-:

“ sponsible trade relatrons
Importing goods that cannot‘ ’
“be efficiently produced do- -
‘mestically, while exporting: -

surplus ‘goods through en-

, v1ronmentally responsrble
: systems can support €co-

nomic stability.and reduce
unnecessary: pressure ‘on
local resources.

~ Energy trans1t10n ‘is.

another essential part of

‘sustainable: developmerit:

productron

* Trade pohcy also playsi'
J an important-role. in ad—r
-dressing-climate change.:

When properly ‘managed,

* Expanding. cleaner ‘power. .
generation can reduce de- .-
:pendence on highly polluting .
practices  such as charcoal -
use ‘and unsustainable min- -
Sing: This helps protect water -
“ resources;’ forests, agrlcul- 3
“tural land, and air quality. A -
- modern and efficient power:
" sector can also: support in--
* dustrial growth while lower- -
ing the environmental costs
-associated with' traditional, - °
-carbon—mtensrve methods of_ =

“'the people around

.'"H“llls Her PHD research is

~land surface. temperature,

performing politeness alone

- She-genuinély wanted me to

~accept, and I.genuinely felt Ia
‘had already had enough.”
-Later,"when T- mentronedj
_this'to-a friend of mine; she’
7 was unsurprlsed In fact, she
remarked that [ must indeed,
~take tea. < Of course you have

~ to take tea,’ she laughed. |
: ‘They know youdon’t chew:

on betel nut, so at least. you!
must take tea.’ When visit-
s mg others, takmg teawas as.
‘important for the host as it
. 'was for the guest. Curiously; -
also remembered occasions’
when visitors to-our own;
‘house refused tea andno one
~objected.: Acceptance and’

' refusal, I realised, depended‘

not on fixed Tules, but on the:
_particular: relatronshlp
“tween host and guest; wh1chﬁ
'was not-grounded, on. any
imple social obllgatlo
After. several years in.
~Meghalaya, I'no longer think
.people drink tea simply be--
‘cause they: enjoy it. The-
ocial work the tea performs
is remarkably complex; Tea.

51gnal who belongs, A
does not, which relationships
‘matter and which relation-;

never tasted qurte right. when
drank it alone. After all the

balance of tea leaves and

ever been in the cup. It was :

.ly doing research in Jaintia

*Servation;: Community and
’Contestatzon ln the Eastern 8

can promote greener produc-
tion; improve resource’ ef-:
ficiency, and facilitate access’
‘to cleaner technologies: In-
- this sense, trade is not merely"
- an: economi¢. instrument;, it’
““can also become a.tool for'
‘environmental sustainability .
and climate mitigation. -

- ‘The- connection between'
- war and environmental dam-’

" age is increasingly supported

by research: Studies on the-

--Russia-Ukraine war:have’
~shown that' armed-conflict:

‘can :produce substantial

.-emissions and .creaté toxic.

pollution risks: Research has
~also found that war can alter

‘air. quahty, and- ecological :

- stability in affected regions. .
. These ﬁndlngs show that

-sustainable development
“must address not only indus-"
‘trial pollution, but also the -
: envnonmental consequences :
of conflict.
Tn a nutshell sustam-
able development cannot be
“’achieved without consider-
.ng-both industrial €mis-
sions and thé environmen-
tal effects of war. Climate®
change is driven not-only-
by factories, transport and
‘energy use, but also by de-
‘struction,-instability; and
military conflict. Therefore,
“effective climate policy must
“integrate environmental reg-

<

“ulation, cleaner energy s¥ys--

_ tems, respon31ble trade, and
peace-orrented development :

plannmg
Yours etc v
J ohan Keenan Thabah,”
oosx Via emall

Artrcles and letters ap-|
: pearmg on this page are|.
the views of the writers/|’

\would somehow find h1m

“effort T spent perfecting the:|

ugar, ‘what was missing bhad'-

By Robert Clements

Bulhed by the Bully!

I remember ‘a boy 1n

school who strutted: aroun

“as if he owned the, play-, -
'| ground. He pinched smaller -
‘boys, hid their tiffin- boxes,

-pushed them off the swing
and generally behaved lik

the: ‘uncrowned king:.of "

the place: If there was
frightened child nearby, h

weakness;: There Wwas n
bravery in him, only arr
gance drsgursed as courage

1nter school sports  me

into the playground.”

‘ble. He simply happene

resident bully ‘underwent
'miraculous’ transformation
‘He disappeared- faster th

~low in our nelghbourhood

who spent every moyning : -

asing ‘stray puppies away' - .
with a stick."He would Toar, i
stamp his feet'and proclaim’ *
himself the terror of ‘the:

:Then one day, during-an

was:not looking: for. trou o

to ' be there. Sudderly our:

:Strength ha suddenly S

- become selectrv

ey believe that frightenin,
weaker people makes them'

“frée  samosas 4t a political”

rally. Not only:did he’stop: -
“tormenting the smaller hoys

come saints when they mee
abigger bully.” Thatmemo
réturned to me ‘as I'read

-ports-and claims emergi :

from our- niorthern ‘borders
Accordlng to today s ne

paper, there are allegatio
‘| that-areas: claimed by ‘In
| dia, including places suc
as: Oying;. Paniar, Marpan O
Potrang. and: T1nchngdang,
‘| have slipped under Chinese’

‘controli Border, villager

' have expressed concern. Pol

- lthlaIlS, including Subrama

nian Swamy, have pubhcly;'

-Ji+ | thunder frorn every platform
;' | andtelevision studio, there :

‘why are we so'quiet
Before social media war-

riors sharpen their keyboards ’
and accuise me- of ‘wanting
- war, let me make somethmg

absolutely clear. I have no

desire for conﬂlct ‘Wars are-
not fought by those who, -

shout the loudest on tele-

:vision debates.” They are- .
fought by young soldiers - -
: ,who leave their mothers
‘wives andchildren behind
_They are. fought by, familie
“who receivefolded. flags:
‘instead of warm- embraces ’
‘Nobody with even a grain of

humanlty wants war.:

thlng between waving ‘a

white flag ‘and wavrng the-'

natronal flag. -

"‘Surely there is room’

for clanty, confidence and
conviction, Pérhaps we are:
afraid. Andif we are, I under-

stand.-China is no ordinary.

neighbour. It is an economic. '
_giant, armhtary giantand a ¢
geopolitical giant, Standmg L

up to such a nation requires

. w1sdom, preparation and
" immense courage. S
~“Then arather uncomfort»
able thought. entered my:
‘head: Are ‘we not: behaving
_exactly the same'way msrde‘

our own country? "
~How- brave we become

‘when dealing. with ‘minori-
ties. How bold our speeches.:
sound when-those with less:
power are.involved. How
quickly laws: are framed,
slogans shouted and muscles

flexed before” ‘communities’-
-that cannot easily answer
“back: How often women stilf:
‘walk our streets wondering -+
whether they will. return

_|'home " safely. How easily . '
' And nations with' character' .~
‘seldom remarn bullled for -

those with little influence

become targets for loud'

drsplays of authority.:

~Yet: when. faced wtth
someone much larger than.*
-ourselves, suddenly.the vol- i
‘authors and not that “of|. u : :

import and export systems““ The Shillong Tiines -~ =

- But surely there i is'some=, . ’
»spects- them because they .-
“first learned to respect therrii e

Tt remmds me: of a fel-

‘ It has admire
hose who defended them

espect ot because it-ca
fnghten 1ts own citizens bus

- Patriotism is not shoutm

the Toudest slogan. It is en--

uring that every citizen; i
: respective of religion; caste;
language, gender or econom
¢ status, feels equally pro
ected under the same. flag
When the. weakest. citize
= sleeps peacefully, the natio
tself sleeps peacefully.. .

power can easily shake.
- nation:that respects:ever

A nation’ that honours ‘it
:'women earns dignity. /
nation that’ values Justic
" acquires something no‘arm;
can manufacture, -
Character: Character is

han steel.
= Countries with character
. produce soldiers, who fight-
“ not merely- for territory but-,

for values, Citizens stand *

own people. - o
:-.Bullies never really pos

-move the weaker victim'and:

,l1ke morning mist:- ..
That school bully eventu

ally left our school. Years’

‘later I met one of his class

« mates ‘who told ne he had ™.~
-spent most 'of his adult life. ="
avoiding confrontation with”
anyoné stronger than him- "~
“self. Nothing had-changed..” -
“ The playground had. snnply_‘ '«

““become larger.

.should occasionally look

is bullying: us, perhaps we.,
‘should ask whether we have -
-learned to- stop: bullying ™
our own. Because a truly.
strong nation has no need to--
intimidate the powerless. It
already possesses something -
' infinitely greater: Character.

- ‘very long..::
“(Doyou want to author

of. Robert Clements? Send a:
+to whatsapp no; -

‘ 9892572883 for detazls) o

1 recall being humiliated

~

trad1t1onal methods of repn-

focusmg on the extrOverts

‘ conﬁdence that no foreign: - '

*.community builds unity.

nvisible, yet it is stronger: =

-__together because they ‘trust:. -
one another.. The world re=::

“sess strength. They merely;-‘:_i )
~borrow courage from'some-" . .
body else's weakness. Re- - -

their confidence evaporatesg

“Perhaps nations too’, .

.- “into the same mirror.- Before
- asking why another countryi e

book? Under the guzdanceﬂ o




-

aintaining a consistent routine
of physical exercise stands as
one of the most vital actions
. any individual can take to safeguard
_their long-term health and vitality.
- Despite the well-documented benefits = §
of staying active, a staggering number.
of people across the globe are failing’
_'to meet eVen the most basic movement -
‘requirements. Current'global statistics * ‘|
paint a concerning picture of a sed-
- entary society: approxrmately one in
three adults do not-meet the minimum
recommended levels of physical activ--
ity. The situation is even more dire for
the younger generation, as four out of
every five children between the ages of
11 and 17 fall short of the recommended- -
average of 60 minutes of moderate-to- -
vigorous actrvrty per day. This wide-
spread 1nact1v1ty is not merely a matter
of 'fitness; it is a burgeonmg pubhc
health crisis.

The consequences of a sedentary
lrfestyle are far-reaching and profound.
. A chronic lack of physical movement -
sxgmﬁcantly elevates the risk of de--
veloping debilitating 16ng-term health -
conditions, most notably type 2 diabe-"
tes ‘and various cardiovascular issues.
However, the impact extends beyond
_* physical ailments to the very way our
" brains function. Inactivity can nega- -
tively affect cognitive function-—the
essential mental processes ‘that allow
us to-learn new lnformatlon, retain’
< memories, maintain concentration, and
- make informed decisions. For children, .
_these cognitive skills ‘are the bedrock
“of development; they are inextricably -
_linked to educational achievement;

often "leads to

parents and therr ch11dren

2 Explormg obistacles and

sources of i msprratlon

- opportunities available to them in thelr
. future professional lives. ©

7+~ For many, the transition into parent-,
~hood presents a uniqueset of challenges :
 that can derail even the most committed, -
: fithess enthusrasts Parents’often find 1t;
exceptronally difficult to remain active ™
- while balancing the relentless demands -
. of modern family-life. The "time pov-+
*“erty" associated with ralsmg children—-: .
-+ juggling work, chores, and childcare—
““frequently leaves:little to no room:for
personal exercise. Research suggests -

measurable declme m
moderate-to-vrgorous physrcal activity.
Because physical inactivity is a behavior
that ‘tends to affect. both ‘generations'.
simultaneously, families have become

acritical focal point for health interven- -
_tions. By targeting the famlly unit as a

“whole, researchers. hope to improve the
collective health and wellbemg of both‘

In our, pursuit to understand these
dynamrcs more deeply, we.recently-
conducted a qualitative research study
‘involving interviews with: 24 different -
-school performance, and the breadth of - families. Our goal was to explore: the

families from more affluent backgrounds' -

maintain their active lifestyles. -

< ings.of our interviews was the power
of mutyal inspiration Within the home.
Childrén consistently reported that see

“a' powerful motivator for them to join

‘this influenice was not a one-way:street.

models for health They: explamed that
their children’s natural enthusiasm for"
movement and play acted as a catalyst
~motivating the adults to overcome:their

act1v1ty within a household is niot. jus

i shrp where family members ¢

ahablts th J beneﬁt the»entrre fam ly

based on econiomic standing, Families' -
“from less affluent backgrounds often' '
“described a frustrating lack of access to.
local sports and leisure facilities, whereas

:tended to view' their local infrastructure -
as avital support system that helped them

“ One of. the most heartemng find-."

g their- parents being active served as:
- in.and move their bodies:. Interestmgly,’

Parents; particularly those’ from less:
r ,aﬂiuent backgrounds, often descrlbed,
specific factors that either helpor hinder - thei ) it '
“a family’s ab111ty to stay active and to -
‘see if these experiences varied based on
a family’s socioeconomic background.. -

“Many ‘of the barriers we-uncovered
were expected, yet they remain signifi
- cant hurdles for many households. Fam
“ilies frequently pointed to the high ¢ cost.
‘of orga.mzed sports and extracurricular -
activities as a major deterrent. Further- .
more; a general lack:of free time was
cited as a primary obstacle preventing
families from engaging in-active play to-
that the mllestone of becommg a parent gether However we d1d notlce a drvrde

a top-down instruction’ from: parent ‘to
“child. Inistead, it is a reciproca relatlon

"“one anothet, fostering positive, lifelong-

Puttmg theory mto Ppracti
The tag rugby programme S

Burldlng upon the ﬁndmgs from
mtervrews we developed a specrahzed
famlIy-based physical actrvrty program

mall-s1ded games. On a separate occ
- The goal was to create a framework that

‘allowed parents and children to exercise "’

-side-by-side in a way that felt like play -

‘rathér-than "a’ chore; We* specrﬁcally
‘chose-tag rugby as’ the core activity -
Afor' this. intervention. We'selected this’
sport because it is inherently fun, highly
'adaptable to dlﬁ"erent skill levels, ‘and;
.cruc1ally, non-contact. The ¢ features.:
make it an‘ideal inclusive activity where
people of vastly different ages and:

- physical abilities can participate safe
“and effectlvely together: v ;

fter each: session. These tasks wete
peclﬁcally desrgned to assess varrous

and the speed of mformatron process
ing: \To gauge the rmpact on: the‘ body,

»responded toa standardlsed lunch pro-~

,the sessions. By tracking

l6od-sugar and insulin'levels, we
“could ¢ see how their metabollsm reacted o

smgle 45-m1nute session of famlly tag
rugby. could produce ‘immediate, sho

to:the physical-exértion..
term. beneﬁts/for both physwal health

B level' remalned?_ similar iy’ both sce-

' became more efficient, . managing.their

-the garne ‘with these ,cogniti
45

actrvrty had ended :

: degree of ¢ utlon Our study focused

- mental effects of - only'a single bout of -

, tud . The. experrmen ‘was® de51gned
S w1thtwo distinct scenarios for compari-
~son: On one occasion, the families topk .

art in a 45-m1nute tag—rugby session,.
~forfuture resedrch .and public: health

arrous Sklll bulldmg act1v1t1es, and-

"sion, the' same families participated ina.
control session that mvolved 45 mmutes .

.- memory, attention, and infofmation-pr

- form of exercise that families can enjoy

~place extra:demands on the schedules +*

sulinis a vital hormone responsible
] g ’creatrng

Uugar. e_vels Our ﬁndmgs regardrng 2

_ is ﬁndrng
Hat- thei blood-sugar. .

exercrse, the parents 'bodies

blood sugar eﬁ’ect1Ve1y whrle requlrmg B
ess msulrn to do S0.7 v

encouragmg ‘We' observed 1mmed1ate
short-term improvements in mental per--
formange across both generatrons Chil

dren showed a marl(ed improvement in
workmg~memory tas i
exetcise session. Meanwhile, parents

: demonstrated enhanced ‘infc ion- ..~

g skills immediately following ™'

persrstrng for up 't

a relatrvely small group”of 16 fam111es

exercise: Because of this, we cannot yet -
-say for certain whether the‘se benefits
would persist ‘over the long term or if ~
theyWOuldaccumulate intg evengreater F o
health' gains if a family part1c1pated in. o
such- activitieson a’ regul e

Nevertheless these ﬁndmgs serve . -
as a highly promlsmg startmg point .

policy. Whether we'ate'a ch

in‘a classroom, an adult concentrating :-
on complex tasks at work; or a parent- -
managing the chaotic logistics of every-
-day family.life; we rely heavily on our:

cessing abilities throughout the: day.

together is mherently more sustainable
han traditional exercise routines: that

of already overstretched parents:

: 'Ultrmately, our research.: suggests that.
family-based physrcal activity" offe
-a practical, dual-purpose. solution.. It
supports physical health and shatpens
“cognitive perforrnance while sirhultane-
‘ously providing a'rare opportunity for
wparentsand ‘children to ‘bond through
‘shared; enjoyable éxperiences.
‘modern’ world ‘where' both adults and
ch11dren are strugglmg to move enough,
essrble, fun and 1nclu51ve

R p
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: ‘Blrthday Forecast’ -~ RPN A
Moon tnne Sunon your solar retum chart and it will give good results People v i
- will be jealous of you, and this will be the cause of theirprobfem. You will march - .« -
an the road to success. New job/business opportunities will come to you. You e
will-have monetary gains. Additional sources of income. will be tapped: Your
*spouse/partner wiil understand your feelings and aspirations well: You wilt be
, full of energy.-You will not be ‘afraid to take on new résponsibilities. You will
. have capacity and confidence to bring.tasks to conclusion. You will be able to :'
. overtake others based on your self-confidence and capability. You wilt get the’
benefit of gavemment plans. You will undertake to do some dlfﬁcult work and:
~even achreve some success o e

‘This week for you’ ;1 o

Anes (March 21 Apnl 20)ltis time to obtain Iot of wealth and happr-
ness. Youwill have monetary gains. Additional sources ofincome .
will be tapped. You will also have amazing bonds with your family”. - . -
members. There will be joy, cheer and lot of warmth in family ties. - =+,
. Loved one will respect and understand each pther: You will excel g

..+ in your work. Lovebirds will also have a wonderful time andenjoy .
eachother'scompany. Your healthwill remain fine: Youwillalsogo -
on abusiness trip which will put you in an advantageous position, - -
e e It is a brilfiant time to meet your friends and other people. You®

S e will shoulder your responsibility wefl, But you wrlI behave a lrttle

Taurus (Apnl 21 May 21) Thege are days to. have Iot of name ands i
; : fame. Works will be done without any obstruction. You will be very - '
\"ambitious and will also achieve your goals Destiny will provide . =~
you with a lot of opporturiities to grow in your life. You will be - .-
: helped and supported by, your well-wishers, You wilt be victorious " »
=i professional matters. You will also have succéss in financial
-+ matters. Your pending work will also be completed. You will also’
“ have to take a vital decision i a matter of great importance; You
+ " will seek opinion of your friends and act accordingly. The time is -
- good; you will get marital happiness. Theplacementofplanetswrll
*bring lotof success. ltwrllmcreaseyourprofesslonaland personal :
5 capacrty You erl be successful in removing all obstacles.

' Gemini H (May 22 - June 21) You will be enjoying mental peace. Your;
--pariner will be & source of strength and guide you. He/she will -~
*understand your féelings and will take care of your interests. < -

You will also establish contact with a person fiving far away. You'
- will have financial garns Your contact with influential person will -
~~-deepen. It is an auspicious time for you..You may.also gef at-..-
“tracted to opposite sex easily. You can fallin love relations again. -
.+ .- You will also get ample opportunities for. employment, There is™ ..
- strong possibility of a promotion in your job. You will be happy' +
that everythrng goes according to your pIans You will also enjoy s
change in weather. ltis time togofora picnicorto aluxury resort ,
for fun and relaxation and takea short break Gt

Cancer (June 22 - July 22) The tlme is good for completrng your« ;
: .work. You will enhance your knowledge and-skills. You will get
* a new job/business offer. The passage of time is favorable for -
- you. People will take interest in your ideas. You will also explore
. new business contacts. Business/work related trips will keep you :
" busy. You will get-stccess in love affairs: You will also ptan fo
buy new clothes, jewelry and other things. You will also remain.",.
- . occupied with domestic matters. Housewives. should | give time- "4
' tothemselves too and relax and enjoy. You will also remain busy . -
o < with religious work. You will also help those people in need Your
: "' advice will prove vital for some people

Leo: (July 23 - August 23) It is time to coms out of your make-belref; :
. world and face reality. Life is going to be challenging foryou,and " N
you need to push yourself up. From now cnwards your graph will -, S
only-go up if you keep on trying and don't give up.-You need to. o
limit your expenses and not spend money onwrong people. Right-
decisions taken at the appropriate ime will be favorable for you. -
It is better to take advice from yoyr faithful friends on matters
- of property. You will enjoy wonderful bondlng with your mate.
“a ./ '~* Peace and harmony will prevail in your home. You willfeetanew’ . s i
"= energy and hope: Your children wil listen to you. Your parents - -
and siblings wilt be helpful to you.. Your financial aspect will be -, « g
strong. You will enjoy the changing climate.You will planto'go ... “7-% %,
~ on a short trip with your family amidst natural surroundrngs You. » ]
= : *-will be happy and feel delighted. . .
“ Vlrgo (August 24 - September 22) Youwill be blessed wrth a umque

personalrty People will agree with what you suggest. You wiliget % * o
success in your pursuits.. You will not say yes to any proposal

Saglttarlus

Caprlcorn

~fo’control your expenses

- Butonceyodarecommittedthereisnogoingback.YouwiIlremain :

loyal to your friends. You will not look for short-term gains. You

- will purchase some property or vehicle. 1t is difficult for peopie fo
- understand what does inside théir mind. You will be successfulin. |
/" loveaffairs. You will also solve financial problems ofyourbrothers

-{ You will also meet a great and influential person ) R

lera (September 23 October 23). These are excellentdays You

will have financial gains. You will also explore additional sources

" of income. Your expenses too will rise. Your.working almosphere
~:will be enjoyable, and you will keep working hand. Your behavior
_athome should be good. You will be free of tension. Yot wil spend
#:." quality time with’ your family members. You will also fuffill your
:.:responS|b|I|t|es Youwilfwitness positivé changes inyour life; There |

are chances of change in jobs also. While on the one hand you

L will strive to be sticcessful in your work and career, you will on the
. other hand also want to fulii your.domestic responsrbrlrtres too. :

People would like to workwrth you and support you too.

Scorpro (October 24 -November 22) The. time is entrrely favor-':

~able for-you:. You will get opportunities to rise in.your life. New
" jobibtisiness offers will come to you. You will also remain in the
pink of your health. You willtry to go for multi taskrng way. it will
be better for you to follgw the middle path. Thiere is no need to
take the Tisks and just move onwards with the passage of time.

You will be hopeful..You will be clear inyour. mind and decisive |
;100::You :will-have absolutely no doubts. ‘Before going to'start”

’nythrng new, you will think twice and take the adwceof seniors;.
'ou wilt feel energetrc You will enjoy marital blrs} :Api

(November 23 ‘December 21)

~increase in your dignity and prestige. Your work wrllbecompleted; a8
, _accordingtoyourwishes. Newjobibusiness offers will cometo you.:

‘In the field of education, students will maintain their performance 1

' “anddowell. You wrlldeveloprnterest in yoga, meditation; prayers

“and reading motivational literature. You will also look after your’
Iders and-get their blessings.:You will have financial: gains,
Money inflow will be"continuous. You.will get some néw ideas:

- decisions in order to do’ somethmg new in busrness You, need

(December 22 - January 20) These are days for‘
- doing hard work and getting the best results. You will be happy,:

i healthy and cheerful. Your charming and 1mrnaculate personality

- willimpress and attract oné and all. But thiat will not worry you'too
- much. You will also spend quality time with your family. Joy and
..-bliss will fill your home. You will come close to your loved ones.
+ Guests will visit and you will be very busy with them. You will also
- be able to do some important work, There will be some obstaclés
in govemment related work, but you.will be able to remove it
+ You will face all your difficulties with determination.and will not be
» discouraged by difficult situations. You will enjoy the. fascrnatrng,
;ourney of your lrte : This will take you far i in lifg. - P

Aquarius (January 21- February 18) Ifis'a wonderful phase
.for you: Positive |nC|dents will take place. Somethrng will leave |-
_" alasting impression on your mind. There will be an increase in

" income. You will feel Very happy meetrng people. You need o pay
. attentiontoyourheaith. Yourimewilibe spenton usefuf activities.

Your business will never be sort of funds. Government officials -

., will get additional income by doing extra work. Your parents wil

=" pour a lot of love upon you. Your spouse will understand you very

“ well, There will be ar increase In your self-respect, You will return

.~ to work with lot of zest and zeal. You will get success in meney

- matters.. With this success you will be encouraged to renovate ’
-beautify and decorate your home: - i .

Plsces (February 19 - March 20) These are prestrge enhancrng

days. You will be having love for loved ones; which will give them
happiness. You will also get your work done. Your children wilt

.. shineintheirfield. Youwil feel veryrelaxed, ThetimeJs beneficial.

Travels will be relaxing. You also need to control your eating-

..+ habits and take'care of your health. You: will also make plans for
.- acquiring fand, property etc. The road to financial progress will
" open. Sources of income will increase. You will also show love' |

towards your in<aws and wilt- establish good refations with them:

J : Youwill be happy obtaining something and secunnggarns You will

pay full attention to your work: There will be an increase in your

.- that will prove sticcessful., Your behavior towards everyone wil |- "
> be good and you will achieve fame. You wil also make changes
“{n"your office- and house.. You will also make some important

22

?Meteorologrca ‘expert

; gnifi ant prob [ to :
back:centuries; long before. modern
atellite tracking. In the early 1600s,.

phenomen n,
- 5tro

1nto 2026

part. of: Earth’s “climate. ystem “the .
' transition from ‘standar ‘eyen
a."super" event carries
nmpllcatlons for the, entire planet
At its core, El Nifio is character
-ized by an unusual warming of sur.
| face waters in the central and’ eastern:
Pacific.Ocean near the equator. Thi
localized change in"ocean tempera
[ ture acts as the first domino in a:
‘global cascade, triggering dramati
shifts in atmospherlc circulation:.
- These shifts, known as fele-
connectlons can disrupt weather
patterns thousands of miles away,
translating high. Pacrflc tempera-:
tures into a chaotic mix of severe:
‘floods, prolonged droughts, and-" ]
rntensrfled storm systems across,
dlfferent continents.: ;= e e
“To better understand this complexf :
| chaln of events, The Conversation
Weekly podcast recently featured.
Toana Colfescu, a distinguished -
.expert ‘in. climate science -and ma- -
“chine: learning from the ‘University
of St Andrews and the University.
of Edinburgh. Colfescu, provides .

would turn uncharacter-
arm, causing the anchovy

incided with the holiday season,.
they named the phenomenon "El
Nifio"
or the Christ ¢hild."

natural cy¢le known as the EL N1no-f
Southern Oscillation: (ENSO)...

rehnmg their models to predict not

footprint will be.

Nifio shares a similar trajectory and
signature. with previous "super".El

leios However she notes a crucral

. without giving t proper thought You will not make friends easily.

popularrty Your attltude of Iooklng at world will change

a deep d1ve 1nto the mechamcs of o

s for-its physrcal impact.:"While we "

" . coastal fishermen in Peru and Ecya- |,

Thelr'l'A elrhoods depended on;{',
utrlent I'lCh waters of{ :
+-this: complexity. That, event ranked " .~

:’aniong ‘the top. five" strongest ever

,rpopul tions ‘to vanish.-Because .
hese peak warming periods often £ L
' ~predicted: weather disasters ‘failed -~

—Spanish for "the little: boy" 3
' ~ "nuanced," as.the atmosphere’s.re- . -
-In the centuries followrng those .
early -observations, science has *
1transforrned our’ understandlng of
“the event.: We now:recognise this:.
“warming-as:a cr1trcal phase of a:

- mate change. Colfescu warns that
“Modern:scientists are- constantly}

~just when- the next El'Nifio will -
“arrive, but-how. severe: 1ts global_, :
' .+ global warming; today’s El Nifio is'
~According to; Colfescu, current;.

»1nd1cators suggestthis upcoming EL.. ¢
= the potential for:"super" status and

dlstln tion: while the "temperature s
ndex" may-confirm a massive évent ..
~in terms,of raw heat, that doesn’t

always provide a perfect ‘blueprint ..

know it’s gonna be:a. ‘big event in.
“terms- of téemperature, Colfescu
explalns, "this' temperature’ index .
is not yet-defined as a b1g event m iy
terms of impact."” “ o
Looking back at the' 2023 24 El
.Nifio provides-a clear:example of

recorded. and. contributed signifi~ =
cantly t0-2024 becomlng the hottest S
iyear in history., = . i
~It" fueled devastatrng floods 1n
regions like Brazil, yet some other

_to materialize, Colféscu points out .
that EI Nifio’s' impacts are often .

sponse can vary wildly. between the -
tropics and: regions further toward
the poles. : < .
g Ultlmately, the most concermng‘
“factor'in modérn El Nifios is the
‘influence of human-induced cli-

‘whatever-severe: weather occurs’
will likely.be- amplified.. Because”
the oceans have already absorbed
massive amounts of heat due to

_essentially "overlapped” onan al-“-
teady record-warm baseline, making .

extreme weather even more precarl- i
ous (The Conversanon) SEEELELE
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| Teesta and more
BANGLADESH would not have been born but

of material, moral and military assistance to the

" Mukti Bahini of Bangabandhu. Sheikh Mujibur
'Rahman, when his liberation struggle faced brutal

‘repression from the Pakistani military rulers there:

world’s ei ighth populous nation that pro gressrvely
strengthened its economy through the visionary
leadership of successive governments, most no-
,tably of the now exiled Sheikh Hasina. Currently

. in exile in an undisclosed destination, facing a
" death warrant back home, and her Awami League

- party banned, she remains unruffled. Hasina has

{ . gladesh before the year-end. Clearly, the present |
| -~ BNPdispensation appears tobe ona weak footing

“increasingly swinging on what looks like a trapeze
“act, evident also from his recent visit-to China.
., Breakmg a long tradition of the elected prime
"7 ~m1nlsters from Bangladesh makrng India’ the

' Rahman chose to fly to China, sup with the red
"~ edifice there and signing pacts. A customary joint
-declaration at the end of the visit signalled Chinese

der discussion between India and Bangladesh for |

. Trinamool Congress rank and file. She wants them

to stop the resistance to the central’ government S| .

" negotiations with Bangladesh inthe water-shanng
~dispute. Better sense should have prevarled upon
-~her while she was the CM.

o -+ Rahman is facing-serious odds even as h1s gov—,
- erniment is just months-old: Islamic. ent1t1es ‘with |

B ‘r 7 indirect backing from Pakistan : are seekmg to put

spokes in the wheels of governance and allegedly:

pressing on the present dlspensatron for stronger

| ¥ ;,;;_ﬂ;Hasma says. the last_elections ‘won: by the: BNP |

for the people now.” Rahman had at the outset,

. when he returned from his’ Tlong forergn sojourn |
. to take charge of the nation, stated clearly that

his government’s foreign policy. would be guided
- solely by the interests of the nation. Yet, by openly. |

B . distancing himself from India and instead court-. |
** ing China, he has demonstrated both his inclina- |

“tions and the domestic compulslons that bind his

- “hands: Bangladesh under an interim governmentl

- guided by Nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus had-

Bangladesh in multiple sectors, and more strongly

‘under. Sheikh Hasina’s five terms‘in power as

Lo -Prime Minister. India, onits part cannot remain a |
'  silent spectator to Chlnese meddlmg in regronal af- |

' fairs. If Bangladesh opts to engage Chma it would
- also open the door for Pakistan to step in and play

“its games in what was once East Pakistan.

i+ Letters to'the Edlto_r_., :

~ Why Use
- Teachers for
ﬁ Electron-Related

S WOl’k .- tive administrative mecha-
B Edrtor, : " “nisms, including the cre--
The repeated absence of
.government school teach-"
~efs from classrooms. due to"

-~ their deployment in Census
operations, SIR dutiés, and
prolonged election responsi-

‘ bilities result in the loss of

“ened. Governments must -
therefore evolve altérna-

and Election Cadres, so that -
the classroom remains the-
teacher’s primary place of

‘the altar of administrative

~ vital academic hours. This . expe.diency.‘
‘practice deprives students : - Yours etc.,
‘of their fundameéntal right.: D Bhattacharjee,v

' to education under Article * Shillong-1

".21A of the Constitution of -

‘India. Why must the admin-

" istrativé convenience of the :

""State come at a cost borne

by children? -

Does this situation not -

‘also violate the right to

* ‘equality under Article 147

‘While private school stu-

" dents receive uninterrupt-

ed teaching, government

school students repeatedly
.7 lose instructional time be-
-~ cause their teachers are
’ requisitioned for state func-
Bq - . tions. Teaching has thus.
C been reduced to a ‘second- -
-~ ary function for govern-,-
{ M . ment teachers." : ;
f If the state contlnues to

. Mistreatmen't of
T_oddlers at Day.

Care Centre
Editor, i

the alleged mistreatment
of toddlers at a Day-Care

campus in Bengaluru have -

_parents worried ‘and dis-
- turbed. According to media

“alleged abuse led to a police
: investigatron and the filingof = ©
a case. While the truth will -
‘come out through'due legal -
_'process, the 1ncrdent has:.

THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, MONDAY, JULY 6. 2026
Al things must come to_the soul from its -

e - —Saint Teresa of Avila | -

for the timely help” that India provided by way'

~ Now anation of nearly 18 crore, Bangladesh is the’

expressed optimism that she would return to Ban~

with Tarique Rahman the current prime minister:

N ch01ce destlnatlon for their first-overseas v1s1t :

- support for Bangladesh in'the management of the
 Teestariver. Sharing of Teésta waters had beenun-

- the past few years, which however got stuck with
~ . resistance from Mamata Baner] eeas West Bengal ‘
R “chlef minister.. Defeated in the recent assembly:
. polls, Banerj eeis now counselllng patience to her |

]
i
% " anti-India stance and antr-(Hlndu) minority move.

! were stage-managed whlle her banned party" hadf
" - not been allowed to contest. She also- stressed,-
~“there’s no democracy, no rule of law, no security

Py ‘distapced itself from India. Yunus chose to ignore
- the decades’ strong support: that India extended to

- There's a partrcu‘lar kmd
of cruelty — quiet, bureau-.

‘indifference — that doesn't
annourice itself with the blunt
‘instrument of a -bad law or
the loud Vrolence of ariot. It
reveals itself instead in the
architecture of a government

in the language- of promise.
‘Dressed in the vocabulary -
-of progress. Yet. constructed .
in such'a way that when it

-farmer ‘who- stands-beneath
the rubble. Not the bureaucrat
.who signed the file. Not the

‘tended the launch ceremony
The farmer.’

- I-think about thrs often
I think about it because I've
met them — pig farmers"
from various villages of Me-
.ghalaya that. never make it .
into‘press releases. People -
who looked at the Megha-

| laya Prggery ‘Mission loan

—roughly Rs 15 to 20 lakhs -
.disbursed through the Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary .
Department via the' Megha-
‘faya Livestock” Enterprises -

door opening. When the Fed- :
-eration_of Piggery Farmers .
of Meghalaya (FPFM) - Tve -
“been working with ‘was for- "

42152026, brlngmg togethe

the stoties-we began collect-
ing were not easy to carry. -

So-let me Dbegin with a
questlon —and T ask it in -
“the spirit of Socrates, not ‘as

genume demand for: clanty
what does the word" mission"

would press us here. He'd -

is being played, A."mission"

1mp11es purpose, account-
-ability, follow-through. But -~
what accountability: exists.~
when the Animal Husbandry
~and Veterinary Department's

official webpage hasn't been
substantively :updated since -
January 20187 As one, doc-"
-umented analysis. bluntlyf
recorded we face an "ac-

countability. void"” — seven
years-of silence where public

reports. No product
Nothmg to show.

The, mission was ¢
cerved with’ great ambi-
‘tion. Launched'in EY 2021

Cooperative Developmen
:Corporation (NCDC);.

- Piggery Mission document
still-available on megahv
.gov.in==describes plans. for
:2,513 nuclear, breedmg units; -

compromlse education,; the
: 'very foundation of equality -
~and justice’ will'be weak-

_ation of dedicated’ Census

duty and children’ s~educa-
‘tion is’ never sacrificed at’

The recent’ reports about 8

centre inside the Capgemini.

understandably left many-

_Teports, videos showmg_the’

“houses, ‘with one for every

‘important it is to ensure the
safety of chrldren in daycare
centres.:

i Sadly, this is not an’isolat- 7
~ed concern. Similar incidents .

“have been reported in the past
as well. The Tines: of India
covered*the Bengaluru case”
‘on 2 July 2026, while Hin- .

~dustan Times highlighted the

anxiety. among parents- fol-*

“lowing the incident on the,

-same -day. Earlier, NDTV'

. reported an:alleged assault -

on a toddler at a daycare
centre in . Norda based on

‘CCTV footage on 11 August :

© 2025 Even if the final out-:
comes of such cases vary, .
they serve as a wake-up call
‘that child safety in daycare

: fac111t1es needs constant at-":

 tention and nnprovement

- This issue is- especially

important for thousands ‘of
working parents from' the
North-East. Every year,

many young people from’

Meghalaya, Assam, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Nagaland,
" Arunachal Pradesh; Tripura’ .
‘and - Sikkim move to met-
ropolitan’ cities: in- search

of better employment :op- ’
-portunities. With both par- '
ents often workmg, daycare
centres become a cruclal

cratic, almost elegant in its -

scheme, A scheme wrappéd: -

collapses, it's always the’

department head who at-

Advancement S001ety, orM-+ 7
.| LEADS = and saw, for the
first time in a long. while, a '

mally established on March.”

early 400 affected farmers "
and25 cooperative societies;

a rhetoncal flourish, but as a

actually ‘mean?- Wittgenstein: .

msrst we look at the wordnot
inabstract rsolatlon butinthe
language- game in which’ 1t_

data on the Piggery Mission's -
‘outcomes oughtto be.’Seven:
‘years.. No.annual progress:

“and funded by the. Natlonal’

21,359 fattenmg units, and
' | 23 ‘state-of-the-art slaughter-

-once: agaln'remmded us how

By Napoleon S Mawphnumg s

two blocks in the state. Read-
ing it feels like examining a
- manifesto for a. revolution

- that was never organized. It's =

'reminiscent of Prometheus
brmgmg fire, but no one has

" built the altar to ensure rts—

safe use,

In 2022-and 2023, hun-'a
dreds of farmers from co--

“operative societies_ enrolléd

under this mission. borrowed )
between Rs. 15lakh and Rs-.

20 lakh. They signed papers,
" purchased stock, and made

' Swine Fever (ASF) struck.
- It is important to understand

~the severity of ASF; it'is a’
hemorrhagic viral discase for
‘which thiere is no_treatment
- and nio vaccing, as exphcltly ;
" stated in the advisory from’
the. Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary Departiment.. The

"Food:and Agriculture Orga-
“ nization (FAO) confirmed

‘multiple resurgences of the
outbreak across Meghalaya " t

‘in 2026, with.Ri Bhoi being

- farmers and call it a mission? -

_precise form. Isn't this exactly -
one of the most severely_;

That's nota metaphor That'

a clinical reality. <
--So where was the Ammal

Husbandry and Veterinary -

: Department when ASF ‘was.:
' tearing through these farms? -
The department's own docu- -

- mentation concedes that vet--

erinary manpower is "much
“lgss than requrred " that
diagnostic facilities "need
strengthening," that vaccine
‘quality contro] is inadequate,”
~and quarantme infrastructuire :

<remains ‘weak. The depart-
- plans. Then, the African -

ment; sard this to itself, in-
its own’ reports Knowing
“all of this — - knowing there - °
was’ nerther tréatment -nor

threadbare — ~why.did. they
disburse loans to cooperative

‘teckoning:
This situation exemphﬁes
the Freirean trap;in its.most

what we are: w1tness1ng’7 The::

. “The Federation has requested a complete
“waiver of all Ptggery Mission loans, a non-re'
fundable reltef grant of ¥10 lakh for each
aﬁ”ected farmer, and the tmplementatton ofa-
~ "Buy Meghalaya Pork" policy. When we met
wrth Ammal H usbandry thster Saribor Shulla
tn,Mcfji‘2026‘, heassured us that the matter’Wot;ld

¥ be discussed the followmg month.” -

affected districts: Between

12022 and 2023; ithe dlsease,.

- devastated pig-herds across

what researchers: from the
‘Indian Council ' .of Agricul-

“tural Research. (ICAR) later

characterrzed as"dispropor-

tronate losses for smallholder
“and tribal farmers " Pigs died,

-and the mvestments vanishe
overnlght ARG S

+ Here'is where Kaﬂ<a en-->
ters the room: Because what
“followedis something only. .
.bureaucratic nightmare can. .
‘produce. The pigs were gone.
 The livelihood was gone. But -
"the loan wasn't. Banks = do- i
. ing precisely what banks are
structurally designed to do . ;
Minister. Sanbor ‘Shullai
The mission document had .’
promised zero-pércent inter--
_est, but only withina fixed re- .

— began knockmg ondoors:

payment window;: cross that

accumulatmg automatlcally
*Farmers with no pigs and
no income were now: facing

oan was a blessmg ‘but when

_<African swine flu hit, many of -
hern were v1ct1ms of the loan' -
tself. The pigs are gone and :
-the banks are knocking onthé .
door demanding from them to:

pay back the loan." (Megha-
Jaya Dally, May 26,2026
Some went 1nto depressro

young children.

“When choosing a day-';
care, parents should.not
-focus only on’ convenrence,
or cost. They should ¢ ensure
““"that the centre is. properly{;

licensed; that caregivers are '

‘trained and pollce -verified,
‘and that there is a -safe

caregrver-to -child ratio..
"Clean and child-friendly fa- .
c111t1es, proper first-aid and .

emergency arrangements

~fire safety measures, secure '
entry and exit systems, .and

functioning CCTV cameras

bile phones ‘during daycare

hours Such transparency -
can‘help build trust and -
offer parents greater peace
of mind. Talking to other
-parents and learning about f

‘their experiences can also

-help in making: an 1nformed: :
-+ the trmely sowing of rice and
" “Gther crops. ’An unicertain’

decrslon SRR
<At the. same tlme, there lS
a need for stronger and more

_consistent regulations: from
 the Governnient. Regular -
spectrons proper staff train- -
-ing;effective child protection
systems, and StI‘lCt comph- :

Prggery Mlssmn '

" indebted® them It provide
Northeast India, resulting in

window: and.interest begins -
“ing:down local prices..

mpoundlng debt Speaking -
the press in Shillong in*
May 2026, I described it this
way: "Many thought that the:

: Meghalaya_Pork" polic
Nothing resembling a serious’
protective response,: Chom=:

support sys!’em for thelra

are all essential. Wherever:
_possible, daycare-centres -
should also provide parents-
with' secure live access to:
CCTV feeds on ‘their mo- -

power the farmers; it

enterprise. without suppl;
ing the: essential infrastru
‘ture needed- for. success-
namely, disease: preventro

market- protectrons :

: would make the enterprlses

Addltlona y, there's th
market problem, which'is’
,nearly as- detnmental as'the:
issue of disease. Our feder
tion's memorandum submi

“ ted in May 2026 to Govern:

.C.H. Vijayashankar, Chi
inister Conrad K. San
a, ’and Animal Husbandry

vaccirie for ASF, knowing - oH
-their veterinary capacity was .

That question.deserves nota.*
“Press( conference buta pubhc-

them with a semblance of

- mon

Farmers Crylng Over a Loan the Governmeti
o of Meghalaya Called Progress

[

- while systematlcally favour- :
*"ing entrenched 1nterests over, s
the vulnerable;

The so-called "msurance"

burlt into the mission? F arm-.
efs tell me it wasn't real insur-"
ance. It was a contrlbutlon'

extracted: from ‘their own

“pockets, and it didn't cover-

- 'ASF losses. Not a single ru-

“peein compensation has been:
Vpald by the government for

. pig deathis caused by African
‘Swine Fever; as confirmed by

‘the federation's representa-
“tions. The Shillong Times
reported on the federation's:
demands;in May 2026, yet |.

formal government compen-

.sation notifications remam;
: ghalayas economy. They

consplcuously absent..
JAmbedkar — who un-
derstood better. than ‘almost

anyone what debt does to a-

ommumty — wrote that eco-

nomic bondage was"insepa- :
~““rable from social subjugation.
He'd have recognised ‘this .
story immediately. In Greek |
i-myth; Tantalus stood: in a-

;pool beneath heavy fruit tre
:both water andfruit eter-

mfrastructure, market protec-

tion, genume insurance, com-
nsatory relief :
st out of reach..

all Piggery Mission loans

.~'a non-refundable relief grant-
of 310:1akh for each-affected
farmer, and the: unplementa-ff
tion of a-"Buy- Meghalaya
"Pork" polrcy When:we met
th Animal Husbandry Mln-ﬁ

er Sanbor Shullai in May-
2026, he assured us that the'
matter would be discussed the-
followrng month. However,
¢ shall see if that happens ‘

In Indlan governance,

been pendmg since 2018..°

René Girard wrote of the*
scapegoat —:the: s'tructuralj
mechanism through whrch a:
community deflects its-own

: failures onto its most vulner-.

able member. In this story,

has documented ‘what local
;farmers ‘have been' saying:
for .years: the ‘unregulated -
-influx. of" pigs from Assam,:
Punjab, ‘and Delhi.is drix

Meghalaya-raised pig' takes
-one-and-a-halfyears to reac

-market weight. A-commer-
cially bred pig from outside:
takes-four to six. month
.The economics are bruta
“Local farmers simply cannot
-compete. And yet no border .
regulation: exists. No."Buy

sky called this manufacture

~the ‘pig farmer is the:scape-
“.goat.-They: catriéd: the risk,
- They signed the papers. They |
bur1ed the pigs.: They, now.
carry: the debt: The' Anrmalﬁ
Husbandry-'and ‘Veéterinary'| .
Department: of Meghalayav
must answer — not ifr the lan=~
guage of another beautifully"
- written mission’ dotument;
but in the currency of actual’

relief, actual accountability,
and actual justice: Not next
month Now :

anda concemed citizen  from

Ri Bhoi. District, Meghalaya:
He serves as Secretary of the

. in his personal capaczty

"ance wrth safety standards
- should be made mandatory

Companres that run daycare -
centres within their. campuses’

:must’also take full respon- -

sibility to ‘ensure that these
facilities meet the hlghest

standards of safety, transpar-
- ency and care.

Parents should be able
to go to-work with peace
“of mind, knowing that their -
“children® are safe, secure.,
and well cared for. Creat-.
1ng a trustworthy and child-

friendly daycare system is not -
Just 1mportant for working
families—~it is an mvestment
inthe well-bemg of the iext
generatron i

i : Yours etc.,
o Tairaj
' Via email -

Edrtor, et
‘The: delayed monsoon in
Indla has adversely. affected

monsoon has far reachlng
consequences such as:low.

‘duced rural-income and:so
on: Given that-agriculture

supports nearly half of India’s

agricultural productron, res

‘workforce, ;1v'c>_1at'ile rainfall
- will ‘badly- affect their lives.

- As erratic rainfall and’ chmate

- pact on'agriculture, we need

“'to shift to'a new agrlcultural
polrcy “We cannot afford to-

‘conﬁne to usual measures
“such as. procurement mini-

'mum support price and emer-

.gency relief. We need to adapt

10 deficit rainfall and climate .

"change: Irnproved irrigation,

. rainwater harvesting, drought -

-resistant crops,’improved
- weather forecasting, diversity

‘of crops etc., must be given.

- importance.. Cultlvatron that

‘needs excessive groundwater
" extraction must be discour:
aged.-The: government has

recogmsed the importance

‘of. contmgency plannmg for.
agrlcultural areas with defi-
cient rainfall; ‘hence:it must.
lay emphasrs on: adaptatlon..
SUIRCItS polrcy We' need:an
agncultural system that can

w1thstand uncertam rainfall:
w Yours éte.;
“Venu GS

Artlcles and letters ap-|
the views of the writers/

The Shzllong Ttmes

‘nally receding at the moment‘
~of reach. That's not drama.

" That's a precise description’
b of.what the Piggery Mission™
has been for its beneficiaries:’
the promlse always v151ble :
S i : purchases groceries, medi-

always-

et itris‘one.of the most power-.

" often seems to last in-
definitely. After all, the Live-
stock: Mrssron webpage has-

k than resisted:change.’

1{ 1ts replacement. ..

Kollam !

pearrng on:this page-are|.

authors .and not that_of|.

Enterprlse.

Balance for Meghalaya

. By Shakeel Rafee Swer:

“The debate .over. whether
qu1ck-commerce platforms

'should be allowed to operate

in Meghalaya extends far..
beyond grocery deliveries. °

‘It presents a fundamental

question that policymakers :

across the world have faced: 5

‘Should public policy primar-"
ily shield existing businesses-;

from competition, or should:’
it promote competition. that -

ultrmately beneﬁts the w1der
pubhc‘7 :

-The answer is rarely black,

and ‘white.. Local retailers
aré an’ 1ntegral part- of Me- -

generate employment; sup-
port families, and contrib-
ute to the social fabric of -
every nerghbourhood Their *

concern$ about: 1ncreased

competition- deserve, careﬁ11‘
consideration. However, pub-
lic policy must also recoghise -
-another equally! important.
stakeholder—the consumer.

*Tn Shillong, thousands- of

a populatron sthat runs into .
several lakhs, including resi- "
dents, students, government .

employees, tourists, and daily. !

commuters. Every household
‘is'a consumer, Eyery family .

.cines; household essentrals,

: srgmﬁcant the interests of
‘) consumers are-far broader-in *
‘scale. Policies affecting the'

marketplace ‘must. therefore
strike a‘balance between
protecting livelihoods and -

safeguardmg ‘the rlghts of ;

‘the much larger population’

that depends .on affordable .

‘goods, -quality servrce, and
greater choice. .

:Economic hlstory con-
51stently ‘demonstrates that

competition is not the enemy

of local ‘enterprise.- Rather; .

ful drrvers of 1nnovatlon,
efficrency, and long-term
growth.’ Busmesses facrng

healthy competition often,

1mprove customer serv1ce,

adopt new technologies; di-. .

wyersify: thelr offerings, and
,become miore. responslve to.
changing consumer, needs. .
Consumers, in turn,’ ‘benefit
from'lower prices, “improved
qualrty, and greater conve-
_riience. o

The experrences of sev-
eral countries’ remforce thls
pr1n01ple

In' the: United States thei

raprd expansion of e-com-

merce.was initially viewed as -
an existential threat to neigh- -

-bourhood stores; While some-:
businesses struggled, ‘many.

others reinvented themselves
by specialising: in unique -

| products, strengthening cus-
- | tomer.relationships, and-in-

tegrating online and offline /

services. Independent retarl-A
ers continue: to thiive today-,

‘betause they adapted, rather.
“Phe Unifed ngdom w1t-

onling shopping transformed

consumer behaviour. Instead

of attempting ‘to halt techno-
‘logical progress;, policymak-.
ers encouraged traditional -

| businesses to.modernise ;
“change have an enormots im- -

through digital- marketmg
.click-and-collect :services,:
and improved customer ex-

perrences Many local enter-

prises not only survived but
discovered new avenues: for
growth ‘

‘China, offers perhaps the -
most striking ‘example. The -

rise of: digital commerce .

“did not simply create. large =
online, companies; it also
‘enabled millions. of small :
merchants to'reach’ custom- -

ers.well: beyond their local -

communities. Technology
became an-enabler for local -
entrepreneurship rather than

India's . own experlence

provides perhaps the most -

relevant lesson.- When.na-"-
tional e-commerce platforms "
entered the market, many .
feared the decline of tradi- -
tional retail. Yet local mar- .
kets across the.country con- -
tinue to fiourish because they .

offer immediate availability, -

trusted relatronshrps person-
alised service, and- products
suited to.local preferences.

"At the same time, many: re- -
tailers have embraced digital -
‘payments, online ordering," -
and home delivery, demon-

»strating that adaptatron—;

Ve

retail establishments serve-:

nessed srmllar ‘concerns;as-:

not- 1solatlon——1s the key to_ ;;

resﬂlence

“ Shillong’ has. 'already;
wrtnessed this’ transforma- 7"

online:shopping over the

commerclal centres remain

tion. Despite the growth of
-past decade, its .traditional -, o

~vibrant and ‘continue to-at- -

‘traét thousands-of customers

portant economic principle:

every day. Rather than disap- -~
‘pearing, many businesses -
‘have evolved tomeet chang- "
mg consumer expectatlons

+This. illustrates’an-im-

_competition does nof neces- "

sarlly eliminate 1ocal enter-.

prise; it often compels busi-

‘nesses to become stronge
and more innovative.

*Consumers also deserve,
equal con51deratron in this w0

 debate. At a time when the .
cost ‘of - 11v1ng contmues to,, W

rise, every, rupee saved on

‘household essentials-mat- .-
- ters: If increased competrtlon £
‘enables farnrlles topurchase ..

qUahty products at-lowe

prices, those savings directly -

- improve household welfare.. "
Public policy-should not. "’

‘overlook the interests of the. T
overwhelmmg majority of .

il

-consumers- while seeking
-to protect a comparatlvelyl, o

part1c1pants

. smaller. segment of. market" T
and other necessities. ‘While; S

the interests of retailers are 244 This does: not 1mply that- o

local businesses. should be:
left-to: compete- without:

support. On the contrary,

‘governments have ‘a-cru= . *
‘cialrole in creating 4 level‘
“playing field. Around the -~

world; successful jurisdic- =

“tions have adopted balanced. .-

regulatory frameworks that =

- require digital platforms to' Ky
- comply With taxation, labour * : -

~/standards; consumer protec—;
tion laws, and farr competi-:;
tion rules. Where concems“

- about predatory prlcmg 0
‘infair market practices arise

regulators intervene through-
t—not blanket pro=: '/
hrbltlon Slmultaneously, e
~local enterprises, Teceive ;

support through easier.ac- . .
‘cess to, finande, digital in- "
 frastructure; trarmng, and:#' :

OVCI‘SI

technology adoption.: "'
=Such. an: approach ac-

knowledges ‘an 1mportant
-reality: innovation is' inevi--. -

. table, but fairness is amatte
of public policy. :
-For Meghalaya the chal
lenge is not whether tech

nology will.reshape com- "
. merce—it already has. The :
- real challenge is determining /.~
‘how the State can prepare its

businesses 'to- compete suc-,

cessfully while ensuring that 5 .
‘i consumers enJoy the.benefits -

* of innovation. Protecting :

- -local enterprise and promot: 7
- ing:consumer welfare-need =
/'not be mutually exclusrve O

-objectives. .- ok

" Aresilient economy is one’ L
that embraceés.change while
“ensuring that no stakeholder’ ©
“ is:left behind. Restricting: .
competition may, provrde
.temporary: reassurance; but. ;-
it séldom builds long-term"
competrtrveness Supporting
businesses to modernise;, in- -
novate, and comipete creates
stronger enterprises and af, Aoy

' healthier marketplace. .

- Ultimately, the purpose e
of economic: policy is to. [+ -
serve the public. interest: Ini e
a city where the number of .-
*.consumers_vastly* exceeds
1 the number of enterprises, ;.
publrc decisions must weigh
‘the. welfare of .the ‘many "’
along51de ‘the legitimate. .-
“concerns- of: the few. The -
goal should not be to choose -
between consumers and - ;
“businesses, but to create an " .
‘environment where both :

prosper i B

In.the end thrs is not a.

“debate about apps or algo-

; rithms. Tt is 3 debate about, .
whether Meghalaya trusts i’
itsown people tomake thelr L
_own choices, in the market- " -
“place. Consumer choice, fair ;.
‘ competition, and a strong . -

local trading community are - .
not rival claims on policy= i
_makers' attention— they are .
‘three parts of the same prom-- - -
ise: that-progress need not - .
come at the cost of belong=
ing. Shillong does not have
to choose between its shop-
keepers and its shoppers. : =

It has to choose whether to

lead this. transition on its o
‘own ferms, or let fear wrrte b
“the pohcy instead.~ T

e T Ve e
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Women and Sexual Abuse
THE goings-on in the Meghalaya Cricket Asso-
ciation (MCA) where women players were sexu-
ally exploited by a section of male members of the
Association and which the State Commission for
Women took very seriously, deserve discussion by

‘women’s groups across. the state. In a ‘matrilineal-

sqciety it is expected that women would rise to the
~occasion and condemn in the most explicit terms
~such acts that violate the sanctity of the woman’s
body. Imagine enlisting for a game out of the sheer.
aspiration to play it to the best.of their ability, only

- to be hampered by such ignoble. acts from those who |-

*are supposed to be guiding and coaching them to put
their best foot forward; thisis drsgraceful to say the
least. The silence from women’s organisations across

the state and the lack of condemnatlon of these and |

_ other cases of sexual assaults:is worrying. Where
‘are the women’s rights organlzatlons that sed to be

- vocal in condemning all manner of crimes against |
.women? Or have they decided to turn a b11nd eye to :
~'such assaults on womanhood? ", :

AN

However, women’s orgamsatlons alone cannot be‘
blamed What has affected the women cncketers af-
fects every woman. While some parents have spoken
on behalf of their children, ‘that is not enough. The

entire society must stand united to call out this i ig- |

nominious actand its perpetrators In fact the office
bearers of the MCA who failed to bring-the emails
written by the sexually harassed women cricketers
~to ‘the notice of the concerned authorities deserve
~equal punishment- under the Preventlon of Sexual
~ Harassment Act. It is.a criminal act to suppress a

that the State Commission for Women would also
“help provide counsellmg and confidence building
from trained counselors to address their hurt and
pain; otherwise, they may go into depress1on Wl’llCh

' would aﬁect ‘their budding crlcketlng career:
" Then we have the latest account of a:young man-

. from' Mizorany—a, former re51dent of Shillong who
allegedly sexually molested or raped some young
~women here in’ Meghalaya The victims of, such ex-
p]ortatron are naturally hesitant to lodge a complamt
since the perpetrator allegedly threatened torelease.

“videos of ‘their sexual escapades .on social: medla .

The State Pohce takmg suo-moto actron and lodgmg

AAAAAA

drrectlon However only a: few cases have ¢ome to

hght On a daily basis, _worhen, young: and not so |
_ young suffer all manner of abuse from their husbands |- -

~or partners and take it in their stride. because they
have mternahzed the notion that -anything that hap--
pens between a couple is a private affair that should

" remain conﬁned to the bedroom. But the’ POSH Act ,

" that came about after the. mfamous Nirbhaiya rape.
case in Delhi was crafted by the 11ke -of Justice JS
Verma a legal luminary to protect women from such

‘horrific-acts. Sexual abuse often leaves survivors
lfeelmg isolated. Sharmg what happened with some-- ;

gone trustworthy can provide emotional support and
_practical help. Sexual abuse can have long- lastmg
- psychological effects, mcludmg anxiety, depressron
gullt fear, sleep problems or symptoms of trauma.
Speakmg with a trained mental health: professronal
- or joining a support group can help. The problem
1% that such peer support groups are ‘not vrslble in
Meghalaya There is need for more active women’s
drgamsatlons to take on the mantle of speakmg on

.. Letters to the Edito

Women S
Empowerment

Edltor, -

<~ Women do most of thet :
work in Indian agriculture -
~‘but own almost none of the .

" land: According to-the Ag-
" riculture Census 2015-16;

' women are roughly- 73 per
- cent of the rural agricultural .
workforce, yet only about .
“14 per cent are operational
landholders and they own -
~ only about 11 percent of ag- -
~ ricultural land: Oxfam India
puts it similarly: over 70 per.’
cent of the farm workforce; "
work under 13 per cent of”

-the ‘land. The Periodic La-

- bour Force Survey 2023-24

- shows that around 77 percent

of rural working women are -’

engaged in agriculture, and

nearly half:of them :work"

unpaid. -
This is the “femmrsatlon

. of agriculture”: a rising share-:

-of women. in farm work,
.driven largely by men mi-
grating out to non-farm jobs,
leaving women 10 manage.
. crops and livéstock while re-

mammg unrecorded, lower<

aid and landléss. .

The problem is: that al-ﬂ

most every farm. welfare

‘scheme is keyed to land
records. PM-KISAN, the -

‘Kisan Credit ,Ca’rd and crop

behalf of the less empowered and abused women.

a woman who does most of

- the farmmg, but holds' no o
" title is invisible to the state. -
" On July 2, 2026, the Maha- " -
> rashtra LeglslatxveAssembly o
-unanimously passed the Ma- -
- harashtra Women F armers

Empowerment Bill; 2026, .
making Maharashtra the i
first-state to legally. recog--

nise women as independent

farmers. Its core instrument -

is a “Woman' Farmer-Cer-*
- tificate” that lets a-woman
- access schemes, subsidies,.

¢rop insuranee, concessionat

credit, extension services:-
 and procurement irrespective
‘of land ownership.. The Bill -

also creates a Staté Fund for
Women Farmers. . "

The' central argument .
- is that Tecognition must be

delinked -from ownership.

As longas'the state defines
a “farmer” by land title, it ,
will keep excluding the very"
- people who till the land. A

certificate that recognises

- the worker, not the owner, is”
a govemance fix fora socral'
“reality. .

Maharashtra has passed

“-'the- Women Farmers Em-
‘powerment Bill, 2026, grant-

ing women farmers legal”
recognition and access to -

agricultural schemes, The

law, mqved by the Devendra

insurance effectively require -
+ . proof of land ownership, so-

Meghalaya is renowned

‘notonly for its breathtaking

landscapes but also for its

.} extraordinary .underground -

world. Its heavy rainfall and

-vast limestone deposits have,
over millions of years, cre- .

ated one of the largest and
most spectacular, cave’sys-
tems in India, earmng it.the
title of the "Caving Capltal of
India." These caves are home

to ‘a remarkable leCI‘Slty of

rare and endemic species, in-

: cludmg Neolissochilus pnar, -

the world's: largest known,
subterranean fish. Together,

‘they make Meghalaya a glob-"-

-ally important centre for cave
b10d1versrty and sc1ent1f‘1c
research —

These cave systems have

become a source of pride -

for the state, as the study -

and exploration of caves:in -
Meghalaya have attracted .
‘scientists, geologlsts, and °
cave explorers ﬁ~om around ‘

the world. : .
Formatlon of Caves in-
Meghalaya i
Most cavesin Meghalaya -

are formed through anatural: .
process known as' karst for-

‘matjon:‘Karst.topography
develops when- rainwater,
which is slightly acidic, dis-

solves soluble rocks such'as

hmestone over thousands of

“years. This process creates

underground channels, tun- * |

"study of cave fishes in East -
~Jaifitia: Hrlls, said, "Caves‘
“like’ Krem: Lratprah Umeini=*

nels, chambers, sinkholes,’
and ‘caves, Most’ of these

-caves are llmestone caves;
anid they ‘occirr in areas that .
‘have large dep051ts of l1m
,stone = :

" complaint made by the ‘women. cncketers Itishoped |

Meghalaya ] heavy ram-
fall accelerates, this process.

- Water seeps:through cracks

-inlimestone rocks, gradually

widening them into large-.

underground passages. Over -

+ | time, these passages become
“ | extensive cave systems:
‘While most caves in. ‘Me:-

ghalaya are limestone caves,
some are formed in- sand .

.stone, which is rare and sci-:~
entifically. important.. While -
one can find many sandstone .
‘¢aves in the state, the most .

remarkable e example is Ktem.
Puri, which 1s Tecognised as.
the longest sandstone cave in

‘|.the. world, stretchmg over 25
,krlometres -

Exploratmn of Caves in
Meghalaya’:
Although local commum-

,tles have known about many -

caves for centuries, scientific.

“exploration began only ‘in-
-the late twentieth century. In
'1992, a small team of Euro-- .

pean: cave, explorers -visited.

‘Meghalaya and recognised
the. enormous. potent1a1 for.
‘cave exploration in the Kha-
: 51 Jaifitia, and Garo Hills.~ '
In 1994, they partnered’
w1th ‘the Meghalaya Adven-
turers' Association, led by "
‘Brian D: Kharpran Daly and
Donbok Syiemlieh. This
partnership launched the -

pI‘OjeCt known' as. Caving

in the Abode of .the Clouds; .
- laya provide’ shelter to.more*:

which has.¢ontinued. for

‘more than-three decades.
“Through- this collaboration, -

approximately+-1,700: cavés

| have been-recorded 'in:Me-

~Fadnavis. government and

lpassed unammously, aims

* to address long- standlng-v\
sexclusion ‘of women from .’
‘land ownershlp rights-and
benefits. It-is: expected to.
benefit millions of rural;
women engaged in farmmg

across the state.
. {The law matters because

in’ Maharashtra,_ and in the -
fest ‘of India, the formal
. -definition of a *farmer’ has
-been tied to land ownership, -
- but, as the All-India Report -,
of Agriculture Census 2015- ' ;
16 showed, women hold.

barely 15.5 per cent of the

operat1ona] agrlcultural land
in the state: This is higher:
than the national average of
around 12 per centbuthardly-
.“anything to crow about. In: -

the absence of formal recog-

" pition as ‘farmers’, women .-
~farmers and farm Widows -
- who are engaged in every
- aspect from sowirig the field -
and harvesting to rearing the -
- livestock and poultry have
been denied crop insurance; .

Kisan Credit Cards, and

sub51d1es and benefits be-
“cause the land records bear
“the names of their husbands, .

fathers-in-law; or other male
members of the family.--. ..

. The Devendra Fadnavis-
led government must be com-

, mended for moving the Bill
and ensuring that it received .-

By HH. Mohrmen

ghalaya, and over 1,000 have’

been explored or partially -

mapped.. These discoveries

have placed Meghalaya on .

the global map of cave ex-
_ploration.’

- Thes¢ many expedltlons

havealso helped establish the

fact that most of the longest "

and deepest caves in the In-

,'Eastern Bent wmged Bat

One. of the rarest specres‘. :

-found here isWroughton's
Free-tailed Bat; and Me:

. ghalaya is believed to- hold -

“- more than half of the world's

dian subcontinent’ are found ‘

.. in Meghalaya. - U
: Importance of Caves

‘known populatlon of thls
specres e :

~ Animals thalive in caves
are called troglofauna (from

the Greek trogle, meaning "
*:"hole") They are divided-"

- into three groups based on

- The caves of" Meghalaya‘

are important for several rea-
sons. They preservé evidence:

“of Earth's geologlcal history
‘and help scientists under- -
stand climate change and

environmental changes over

. thousands of years. .They,
are home to many rare and .
- endangered species, some of -

which are endemic fo the re-

ion and therefore contribute - ‘
§ ibute certain frogs, spiders, and. -

significantly to biodiversity. -

conservation.. Caves also '+
. attract. tourists, research= -

ers, rand adventurers which

support the-local’ economy-_ :

and-create- employment op-.

~portunities. Additionally, the

caves are-an important parf of -

Meghalaya's natural heritage

and ‘must-be protected for‘,

future generations.

Dr KhlurBarameh Mukh- :

im, one of the experts in the

~labit are-a factory' of time-

their” dependence on caves.:
The first group is called tro- .

: igloxenes These ammals use

- caves temporarily for shelter :
of breeding but donot spend '
their ‘entire lives there. Bats
are’a common example g
The second group is tro-
glophiles. These animals:.
prefer. living in caves but
~can'-also survive: outside
‘them. Examples include -

adapted to cave life and can
‘not’survive. outside caves

:They often have palebodies, - ti
. ‘teduced eyes or no eyes, and :

‘enhanced: senses of touc

. and smell.

: takmg spec1at10n wherenew

" over millions of years. Ifthe-
*'Shillong ‘Plateau (including-

“bothJaifitia and Garo Hills) -~

‘was’ ralsed some: 50 million

years ago from the Tethys

-Sea; nature could have taken :;
“at least 510 million yearsto .
- create such extensive caves: -
‘of great'magnificence:that
< ‘are often visited with a sense’ -
* of respect, wonder, and awe! -
. These are humongous natural
-assets (belonging to our past -
ancestors, to-us today, and .

.'to- many" future_generations; -
““ van, Department ‘of Fish

~of our children, grandchil-

-dreny-and their-children) .

“that have to be respon,
Jrespected LG
"'The’ Meghalayan Age
:-Tn2018, the International

ly

discovery gave Meghalaya
international recognition and
h1gh11ghted the sc1ent1ﬁc i
portance. of its caves. .
’ Brodrversnty n
. Meghalaya's Caves~
~Although caves appe

.- Commission on Stratlgraphy
.- 'officially named the present =
geological age the' ‘Megha-

‘layan Age, This was based on

. scientific evidence collected :

from ‘a stalagmite found "

in‘Mawmluh .Cave. This -

ments. The caves of Megha-.-

than eleven species-of bats.
These ‘include: the Greater

Large—eared Horseshoe Bat, -

omona Leaf-nosed Bat and :

‘the unanimous assent of the

‘House. It was a long-overdue -
- move: Maharashtra was the .’
first state in India to have
-broughtin the staté Women’s
“Policy in June, 1994 ‘when.*
“Sharad Pawar was the chief
“minister.-”Among other 1n1-'f('.t
“tiatives, it ensured financial _
-and property rights for all o
‘women, in the state—joint .
“property ownership for larid *
" and houses for both spouses”
being a significant one— ;
-which went-some: distance -
in securlng 'women’s status. - -

' Whlle household land rights

were enforced, although’ -
“fitfully, the ‘lack of specific."
“agricultural land r1ghts left -
-rural women at sea, in their

~work. " S

"addressed before its impact

- The law isa’ crltlcal first
# step.-Several aspects, from. .,
legal to societal, need to be
- tivities'such as dalry farming. .

" can be felt. For example, the

issuing of -a'woman farmer
‘certificate canriot be caught’
~in bureaucratic hurdles caus--

‘ing.delays; women farmers in "
crisis zones or. farm widows .
need special recognition, and
: women’s land ownership -

- must not-be dependent on.

- inheritance from the men in .
the family. The Maharashtra -

examplé must.be followed\

~ by other states; perhaps it is
"best mandated at the national -
level.In fact, India’s reputed

, Neohssochﬂus pnar and.
Other Cave Fish’,

lifei in darkness: Among thesé

- 'rare-species are- Schistura. *
- larketensis, Schistura papu--
“lifera, -and Neohssochllus

" pnar, discovered in East
.'species are being formed ;"

Jaifitia Hills. These animals -
-have reduced eyesrght orno-
“eyesight at all; as vision is

ot necessary ini total dark-
" ness.Scientific information-
‘about. Neohssochllus pnar.
‘was first published in Verte--

per was co-authored by N

lesh Dahanukar, Department

of Life Sciences, :School
“Natural’ Sc1ences, ‘ShiviNa
‘dar:Institution’of Emmence
Delhi-NCR; India; Remya
Sundar and. Rajeev Ragha-

- ies Resource Management,
»Kerala University of Fisher:
ies.and Ocean Studies (KU:
FOS), Kochi, India; Duwakiy
angad, Department of Z
logy, St. Edmund's Colleg
Laitumkhrah, Shillong;: I
~dia; and Graham Proudlo
‘Department of Entomology,
sThe Manchester Museum

; terranean fish was discovered
:in 2019 'and was tentatively
identified as a troglomorphic. -
form of the golden mahseer;:
or. putltora Detailed analy-:

“dark and lifeless, they, sup- - ses of its morphometric and

,port a rich ‘and unique eco-
system. Many animals have -
- adapted: to survive in:these
"dark’ and 1solated environ-

meristic: data, together: wit

o results from molecular analy:

-ses, revéaled that it is a new
species:of the genus Neol
:sochilus; the sister tax
of Tor: The study « formally
described the new species,
{eolissochilus pnar; hono
ing the tribal cammunities o
EastJaifjtia Hills in Meghala-

ya, Northeast Jndia, where it

grlcultural theorist; MS~
‘Swaminathan, had moved
! Prrvate Member’s Bill to'thit
~efféct in 2011, delinking land
wnership from’ the- status
-of “farmer’; but it lapsed in
'2013. Maharashtra did - well -
o revive 1t at the state level

" The Women Farmers Em- .
powerment Bill, the’ first:
“such proposed - leglslatron
.in:the country; seeks to-ac-; '
knowledge the contribution
of womeri. in:farming by’
‘creating a dedlcated fund to -
hélp women engaged in ag-
riculture and provide special -
assistance for smgle female
. cult1vators ooy :
The bill notes that desplte

sowing to harvestlng and-.
partlclpatlng in-allied ac-

-and livestock rearing, wom--
en have largely remained -
excluded from ! institutional -
benefits because’ agrlcultural
land is usually registered in

_the names.of male family

'members, said Agrlculture :

Mlmster

Recallmgvthe cgntrlbu-’ e

tlon of M:S Swaminathan;

 cetitre of agrtcultural devel-

~subterr.

', “cinating facts about a rare
fish species dlscovered by |
" biologists in 4 cave in Me- |

insects. The third group is
troglobites, which are true '
“cave. anlmals They are fully -

" The caves also contam :
rare fish species adapted to.-

: ghalaya Adventurers' ‘Asso-

“mental heritage of the reglon ’

““This’ deﬁmtlon reflects the

;workmg alohgside men from. -~

Neohssochllus nar' ThePrld f Meghal" a1

“ was dlscovered Neolissochi
_"lus pnar stsesses a number
“of characters unique among,

_-species of Neolissochilus, >
with the exception of ‘the |

similarly. subterranean N.-
eus from Thailand..
- The uniquée characters-that
dlstmgulsh N. pnar from all*
. epigean congeners include
- highly reduced eye size-or
. the’ complete absence of
externally visible eyes, com-
“plete lack of pigmentation,
long maxillary barbels, long -
“pectoral-fin rays, and a dis--
“tinct scalation pattern. - .
“The Endemic Fish Gets 4
~“Nationa) Recognition . -

' In the February 23, 2020
eprsode of: Mann Ki Baat,
*Prlme Minister Narendra
~Modi of India- shared fas-

ghalaya and remarked ‘that
it is the largest among the
cave-dwelllng species ex-.

caves where even’ light can- -
not reach. This recognition .
ed:the mmlstry to support:

“the protectlon and conserva— e

Meghalaya for the prot

“tion and conservatlon ‘of.

‘Neolissochilus pna; its -
“only known habitat in East.
‘Jaifitia Hills. With the funds
‘now available, it is” hoped:
‘that the government, through-

“the Fisheries Department and |

- with the support of the Me-

ciation, will be able'to protect
is endemic species.
Threats to the Caves

Desplte their unportance,

ral threats leestone min
-ing and quarrying can dam-
age or destroy.cave systems'
Pollutlon from human activi--
s can_harm delicate cave
osystems Unregulated’,
ourisin can’alsc:damage

. “cave formations and " dis--
v turb /w1ldhfe Deforestation’:

round cave areas’ affects
water ‘flow:and increases
rosion; further: threatening;
se fragile environments;-
Therefore; conservation and’

responsible tourlsm, instead”

f promoting: the cement

~tect Meghalaya s cav
‘Conclusion

The caves of Megha aya b

“are among the state's greatest

~the story of the Earth's geo-

“logical past, support. imique
forms of life, and contribute’
“to the: cultural and environ-=:

rotectlng these-caves'i
he- respons1b111ty of every-
citizen so that future genera:

rom, and " dppreciate this
emarkable natural heritage:

Hopefully; the government | -

will accord due recognition
o.these natural ‘phenomena.
and ban mining and any ac-
‘tivities that could put the
aves in danger."-

- opment and had stressed the
mportance of recognising
women’s role in the sector.

“The proposéd law adopts
broad deﬁmtlon ofa“wom-
n farmer”, covering not-
~only trop cultivation but also.
allied" agricultural activities
‘such as animal husbandry.

“rural reality and does justice
“tothe actual/contrlbunon of
women in agrlculture,” he
:said. The bill provides. for

the ‘issuance ‘of 'a. Women .|

- Farmer identity card; which.
- would enable beneficiaries to
access agricultural financial

. assistance, seeds, fertilisers,’

e-Kisan inputs, agricultural -
~credit and dlrect market
lmkages
+The. leglslatlon also
proposes the’ creation of a
:'dedicated fund for, women’s

“empowerment in’ agricul-}

ture, and special assistance
“for smgle women farmers
he said. -

If.is: expected that other
states will follow in " the-
- footsteps of the- Maharashtra
government

T Yoursetc,

Yash Pal Ralhan,
~ Via email

Bharane said the renowned.
agricultural scientist: had
advocated that farmers’ wel-
fare should remain at the -

‘ pearmg on'this page are

Amcles and letters ap- ]

the views of the writers/
authors and not that of|

isting in deep underground |

| uec

. of Fisheries, ‘sanctioned Rs |-
.~ 1 crore to the department of |
Flsherles, Government of |

ions may continue-to learn” |-

The Shillong Times ~ |’

ByS N. ,,M Abdl

~of the country —

power. Suvendu Adhikari,

the new Chief Minister hap- -

| pily sitting-in' the- fallen . -
Mamats Banerjee’s chair, *
| has categorlcally said that
‘the UCC will be in place by’

August “‘Adhikari is merely
taking a leaf out other BJP-

After Assam -West-Ben--

gal —the pohtlcally, elector-- .
‘ally ‘and demographically '
.dominant state'in-the east_
is now:all>
set toroll out the Uniform -
.Civil Code in the wake of.
‘the Bharatlya Janata Par-.:.
ty’s victory evicting the
‘Trinamool .Congress from'

- But-in-2018, the: 215t Law,
v Commrsswn poured buckets
‘of cold water on the:'sim-

ruled states Assam s, Ut- -

in favour of the UCC wh1ch
- they’ saw. ds the’ pro-Hindu -

BJIP’s stick ta beat: re11g10us :
thinorities like Muslims and- -

~ Christians'with, Atal Behari

.Vajpayee and Lal Krlshna

‘Advani strateglcally put the 2

UCC in cold storag T
¢ It’s not: surpnsmg at all

i.that after getting a- parlia- ' :
.~mentary majority in 2014 °

‘under -Mod#’s” leadershrp,
the BJP lost no time in stir-
1ing the forsaken UCC pot.

ering pot; callmg the Ucc

: example as marrtage and dzvorc are covered |
UCC,. what wzll happen in the ca. : : g
; solemntsed in West Bengal and the husband-wzfe =
ngratmg for better prospects to Gujarat where
1 they deczde togo. thezr .Separate. ways7 Wll they
S file for dzvorce under West Bengal Sor Gu]arat
? *Ihzs is Just one example of the complexzty

tarakhand’s and Raj asthan S5

‘losing any time."

‘But the’ state-by state‘
' xmplementatxon of the UCC
‘raises'an obvious fundamen-
tal question in many minds.. -
As the UCC. is one.of ‘the:
three top-goals:embedded .+
in the BJP’sideclogy, along
.with the ‘construction of the'"
Ram' temple_and abolition
of Article 370, why doesn’t?.. g
'the all—powerful BJP enact
| a central legislation for na- -
‘tionwide nnplementatlon of.:
-thé UCC, instead of various .
BIP-ruled states implement--
(ing it separately? Why not..
a’countrywide federal law:
_rather than state after state’
enacting thelr own verstons-f.'
- “~after a thorough discussion
~,before implementing 'the ;"
L',UCC Hence, they were dead' i

of the UCC.
Separat

stemmzng ﬁom state wzse UCCS

: ,"able However, srx months
‘book. And like Adhlkarl, :
the BJP.CMs of Madhya::.
Pradesh - and. Chhattisgarh: -
‘too' are bent upon tighten- -
ing the UCC ‘clamp on their -
respective. states w1thout’-’

~ to'submit their views on the

X of the 22nd’ commission;.
‘which accotded the: UCC
‘a modicum of legltnnacy,
however: ended :béfore ‘it

~feedback it recejved. .

tate w1se1_‘
UCCs are bound to create
severe problems in the days".
1to come For example, as
marrrage and*dlvorce are

before the 2024 Lok Sabha
‘polls, the.22nd Law Com-.
mission: suddenly issied a
notification mv1tmg citizens

content1ous UCC:The term

“could submit a report on the':

“ The results ’of ‘the' as

general elections foo'didn’t " "
~augur well for the BIP>s pet
" project. Short’of numbers, .
‘the BJP had to fall back on '
* two political partles tonotch
up parhamentary majority to.

retain power.- Its: newfound .
allies,-the Telegu - Desam ~

“and the Janata Dal (Umted)
-have all along been: wary..
‘of the UCC. They consis-::

Ltently advocated a* pnhcyr
-of arriving-at.a’ ‘congensus -

‘against imposing the UCC
umlaterally on the nation." '+
Because of thelr opposr-

As in other BJP—rulea’ states Adzt«'aszs or:

atural treasures, They. tell. " Scheduled Trzbes ‘are bemg kept out of the UCC s

- purview in West Bengal too They account for:

: nearly six:percent of the populatzon and therefore
~matter-electorally. Hence, STs have got a waiver!
- Needless to say, Muslims and Christians will be.”
lat the' receiving end of the whole exercise. To
E maxzmtse the BJP. polttzcal gam Modi and Shah
~ have already framed the UCC's zmplementatzon k
) newly—won West Bengal as a measure.to stop :
i znﬁltrators ﬁom acquzrzng four wzves/

covered by UCC, what will

happen in the case of a mar- -

riage- solemnised inWest

'Bengal, and the:husband-
- "wife mlgratmg for better
prospects to Gujarat where;,

they decide to go their'sepa-

‘raté ways? Will they file for ©
divorce under West Bengal’s. -
or: Gu_]arat 5:UCC?This’is "
just one example of the com=
“plexity stemming from state : :
‘wise:UCCs. There ‘will-be- "
myriad problems:crying out -
loud for solutions, creating -
frustration and dissatisfac--,
tion among ordinary. people_
‘and eroding their faith in

the administration of. jus-*

tice by those in power. And’
thisis hardly in the BJP’ "

1nterests

1 thmk that the three w15e; :

nien -~ Primé-Ministér Na-.

rendra: Modi, his alter ego

Home Minister Amit.Shah

and Rashtriya Swayamsevak-
Sangh head Mohan Bhagwat -
= have been forced to adopt ..

the piecemeal ‘approach to

-the UCC because of the

compulsions of coalition

governance and. the neces-"
-sity of pandermg to alhes,

egos :

L1v1ng up to the Jana
Sangh’s agenda, the BJP.
has -béen holding aloft the

- UCC flag since the 1980s. In
‘the run-up to, the 1996 Lok ‘
Sabha elections; the UCC’

figured prommently in the
BJP’s manifesto. But the
party dropped it like a hot .

otato. from ‘its manifesto - "
. tmguzshed ]ournaltst wha
writes on domestic polttzcs

in 1998 and 1999. As many

Natioral Democratic Alli- -
ance constituents:were not ;.

tlon the BJP fa11ed to enact

a central law for the nation- -

Iwide implementation'of the ~~ "
+“UCC; and had toresort to "
ushering in the UCC state by
- state: But thi$ approach has’
its obvious pitfalls. . T

- As in-other BJP ruled
states, Adivasis or Scheduled

‘Tribes, are bemg kept out- of
~the UCC’s purview.in West'.:

Bengal too. They account for -

~nearly six percent of the pop- - -
ulation and therefore matter -~
electorally. Hencé, STshave -

got ‘a waiver!- Needless to

- say, Muslims and Chnstlans ;
“will be:at the recelvmg end i
‘of the: whole exercise. To " « -
-maximise the BJP’s political
-gain,-Modi and Shah have -
““already framed the UCC’s
’,1mplementat10n in newly-

won West Bengal as amea-:
sure to stop infiltrators from

 acquiring four wives! -

"*In the. present polar1Sed ' ‘f
climate in West Bengal, the -
opposition Congress Party,’

- Communist Party of Irdia. = !
(Marxist) or the Trinamool
‘Congress have an extremely
“tough. task on théir hands. "

If they criticise the anti- ,:.V' :

~ minorities UCC, the BIP will - -

- promptly charge them with "
- Muslim appeasement, which - =~
“will draw even more Hindus -

to the BIP’s fold swelling the

‘saffron vote bark. Only the. ..

coming. months’ will unveil

_the- opposition’s strategy. -
‘in today’ s trymg 01rcum- L
-stances. '

(S. N M Abdt is'a dzs--

and forezgn pohcy )
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