Trigara : Maharaja and His Subjects

The demographic history of Tripusa is far too difficult to trace
from the past when 3 reliable account of dynastical rule is nat
even, found chronologically. High hills, deep valleys, aver-geen
forests are abode of the hill people happy, uncongerned about
the morrow, moving about freely like gently bregze bound in the
dark hills, unfettered by dictates of modern world, which care
aliftle to kpow about them. These peoplg live in the deep rece-
5030 Wﬁ far away from the turbulent currents of human history.

Such hill-tribes of Tripura had only a distant relation with
their Maharaja, whe lived in a village-like town near civilised laca-
lity, l}qg ambitigns to conquer the neighbouring countries, wished
to Live. in, pomp and lyxury, as far as possible. His life began to
wear & new look during the middle ages when he came in contact
with the Mughals. Big trades of elephants and forest products
developed with other parts of the country ; a langing to identify
themselyes with the main stream of Indiap culture was also cheri-
hed by the Mgharaja.

The peaple in the hills still lived in their forest abodg under
the natyral poverty, meeting their bare ngcessitigs of life from the
forest esopyees and a for of agriculture pesuliar to them called
Wgﬁs Even in intplerable poverty, deprived of, and unacqu-
nted with, the amenities of civilised life, they were said 1 be most
loya] subjects of the Mahacaja in the chronicles of Tripysa, perh-

ips 80, except when they, were sybject to cruel exagtions and un-
®qual favour distriputed ameng different sects and sections. No
measyes of telieh Was extended to them during the days of draught,
famine apd pestilence. -

Thege, conditions of life somgtimes moved them to disregard
and discontent. sometipes even to ampad revolt. These were
Yo fomenied by the family strifes over the thrope, contestipg
aimagts somptimes tried to ogoupy it with the hekp of some dig:
‘ontented agpd d‘i:z‘;voumd tribe or tribgs. Thus beth economic
A goliical seatons plaved thair roles in raising these mask, madost,



unconcerned, simple creatures of nature to disloyalty, to revolt
and struggle against the Maharajas of the past.

The earliest account of a revolt, so far available, is that of
Samser Gazi, found in the Gazinama composed by Shaikh Manohar.
It was an event of the sixth decade of the 18th century. Samser
Gazi, son of a pir, working under a Zamindar, Nasir Muhammed,
as a revenue clerk in Dakshinsik paragana, was moved with pove-
rty of the subjects exploited by the Zamindars. He organised a
band of soldiers by training up the poor pressants and became the
Zamindar of Dakshinsik by killing Nasir Mahammed, his master,
a Zamindar of oppresive nature. Maharaj Indra Manikya sent
a force under a minister to suppress him.! But the royal force was
defeated and the minister was forced to recognise Samser as Zamin-
dar of Dakshinsik.® Gradually he became the ruler of Chakla-
Roshnabad with help of Hazi Hussain, a representative of Nawab.

After the death of Vijoy Manikya, the ruler of Tripura, Krishna-
moni, the brother of Indra Manikya, was trying to occupy the
throne ; Samser defeated him and captured Udaipur.

Samser was a good administrator and an efficient ruler, bene-
volent to the poor, as he came from the same class ; the revenue
of Roshanabad increased during the tenure of Samser Gazi.? He
built several forts, fixed the of prices of essential commodities and
introduced a standared weight in the market.4 He did many other
things for the welfare of the people.

Still, he was not recognised by the people, for which he had
to place a puppet Raja, Lakshan Manikya, on the throne during
the first part of his rule. Besides, the event was mostly related to
the subjects of the plains and Samser secured the help - and coope-
ration of the Kukis only during his campaigns at Udaipur against
Krishnamoni. The royalists belonging to Zamindar and middle
class brought his downfall by appealing to the Muslim rulers of
Bengal alleging him to be an oppressive ruler and a dracoit. Never-
theless, there were royalists among the poor also. The role of the
tribes, other than Kukis was not clear, but a folk-song composed
at that time expressed deep feeling of the people for the king.

*“Raja Koi gala Re Tomar Sonar Udaipur Kare dia gala”.

‘Oh Raja, where have you fled ? To whom you have best-
towed the golden capital of Udaipur ?’ It also states in the sub-
sequent lines that the birds in the forest, the kites in the sky and
the fish-eaters under the water are crying for you, the people are
cagerly waiting for your return with tears in their eyes.

The economic 100t of the revolt lies in the stringent poverty
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of the people and cruel oppression of Zamindars and the political
root in the lawlessness due to absence of an efficient ruler and
in the intrigues of the lower cadre of Muslim rulers against the '
Tripura Raj. But to understand the mixed feeling of the ordinary
subjects towards the Maharaja, the real nature of administration
of the rulers and that of the revolting leader, and the actual econo-
mic condition of the people belonging to different tribes and those
of the plains should be excavated.

Looking towards the condition of the nineteenth century, a
superficial report of the special commissioner in 1808, regarding
the political set-up of that period, which reveals the relation bet-
ween the Maharaja and his subjects, is found quoted by Alexander
Mackenzie in his History of the Relations of the Government with
the Hill Tribes of the North East Frontier of Bengal, which states,
“The person composing the Government or possessing the chief
management of the country (says the narrative) are the Hindoos.
Among the Kookie vassals, however, as well as among the Hindoo
inhabitants, a distinction of rank prevails. The chief men among
the Kookies are called Roys, Ghalims, Chuppias, and Gaboors ;
those of the Hindoos are called Senaputty and Burroahs. The
persons holding the rank now mentioned are called sirdars or petty
chiefs, and they, in all classes, are the immediate authority and sole
connection between the Government and the inferior vassals. The
power or influence of these chiefs over the vassals within their
respective jurisdiction is of the strongest kind™.3

This statement shows the distant relation between the Maha-
raja and his vassals who looked at him with awe and respect, and
this caused the spread of a divine hallow round the Maharaja.

This divine hallow could not always attract the whole-hearted
loyalty from all sections of the tribes nor prevent the causes of dis-
content among them. There are glimpses of historical records
of a few events which confirm this contention.

Such anevent is recorded in Alexander Mackenizie’s “Memo.
randum on the North-Bast Forntier of Bengal” quoted in W. W.
Hunter’s ‘A Statistical Account of Bengal’ Vol. VI, (pp. 468-69).
In brief, it is a story of rampaging the plains of Tipperah at
Chhagalnaiya by four hundered Kukies early in January, 1860.
They burnt and plundered fifteen villages, butchered one hundred
and eightyfive British subjects, and carried off about one hundred
captives. In analysing the causes of the event, Mackenzie rejected
the supposition of a connivance on the part of certain near rela-
lions of the Maharaja against him intended to involve him in
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HoUBte With the Prgitih Governtiehd, ard sates, “Bile it s
Witelwiids dscérialted with cOtistiderdble certdinty, {he aifi in-
stigatots of the inivasion were thiee or four thakuts Who had lived
sombtithe among the Kukis, and who took advantage of thie if-fec-
Lififh Catistd By ah attick fhdde by the Rafi’s stbjgets, toexclte a
Hifig thiti dfifdHiindtely Bboame aitectdd to British ierfitory.
DHven by the Rija $romi hfs dofithiols, thése fien hdd formed
alliances among the various Kiitl tHBes of the iiteflor ; and year
by yeat villiiges, xtifiboked to e i‘ﬂéﬁiﬂg to the Raj, ad Been at-
tiRed dnd Pundered. Sote of the Raji's own shibjects, idre-
bYer; exispdtatid by His colbtift oXactiohs, were believed
to tidve invicld the Kdkls to ravilffe his terttoties™.

Ih this detotifit, the fact that the “Raji’s own subjécts exds-
petdied By hig coflstatit éxactions” mdy Be noted and 4 careful
enyuity of the M8l of exdctions tay ehthghieH iis of the réal con-
ditistl of ite people, tiieir sufetifigs ahd misefiés, théir tdlls and
tedrs ufiler the oppressive rule of the Mahardja. 1h this respect
it tilay diso Be medtioned that the Migistrate of Tipperah in his
a’pbbiiﬂf of the adiflitiistration of the Malidtajd reported in 1863
tHiat réfits wete collectéd at the point of Bajoret.” This fact re-
veals the ndtitre ahd tiethdd of exactiotis followed by the officials
in Triptrd. o .

Al butcottle of thils condition was the Jamdtia Revolt in 1863
the diréct tatises of which lay in the hatsh attittide of a tax-colle-
ctor, Oakhirai Hazdri and tHe political tiirmoil after the death of
Maard] Ishafithandfa. The officer ttied to exdct from them some
dridue Piiviléges sfleclally forced cdlie labvir, fo Which they vehe-
metitly Protésted and fefilsedl to cooperate in cbllettion of rents.
Thie fuattét was réported ; the Mihdldjd sért a force which was
defestsd &1 ulitinately the révolt was stippréssed with upiptece
dENtel ciiélty, by thé Reidki solidieis. After this evéht, il Dis-
trict Magistrate cothflained thiat the istarbéficts th {he Hi 1§ bad
HOW bechitéd ifl ofte fotm or arothier for sévetal Yeais past, and
fio ploplr réniédy has as yet been dpplied to this coflstantly tecurr-
ffig éV11. It ndeans that there ate Mlahy suth occiiffetices of dpri-
sings &4l blittér expessions Sf féelirgs ofi the part 6f the hill-sib-
jeets ﬂfm'm the authority of the state during the ninéleéiith cen-
tiity, the akcotints of whith had hot yet béen tracéd.

Theté are eXantifles of such occitrétites in the twentiéth cen-
tdty also, whén the people were politically more consciolis. The
Ridng Revolt of 1942-43 led by Ratanmonii is a significélsit &xample
of stith eVétits whete the famine-strickén people belofiging to the
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Riang community, protesting. against the torture and oppression
of the chowdhuries, the land lords and sirdars of the community,
rose in revolt against the Maharaja and established a parallel
Government in the hills. However, their movements were ruth-
lessly . suppressed by the Royal Force. Some articles and a book
have been written on this event, but an overall study in complete
details of this significant occurrence is still awaiting.

During the first stage of Independence, a movement of the
hi'l people under some popular leaders imbued with leftist ideas
presents the crowning event of uprising on the part of the tribal
people protesting against the misrule and injustice of the Chief
Commissioner’s administration. The movement though suppre-
ssed for the time being through ruthless measures adopted by the
Government, it had an immense bearing on the political conscious-
ness of the people which was reflected in the politics of the State
today, even after more than thirty years of the happening.

To realise the financial condition of the hill people in the past
a probe into the system of land tenure in the hills may be relevant.
Hunter observes, “In the hills there are no tenures at all, the sys-
tem of agriculture (i, e. Juming) adopted by the hill tribes prevent-
ing them from cultivating same plat of land for two years in succ-
ession. ... No rent is paid for land used for Juming ; but in lieu of
rent a tax is levied upon each family, the hill-people being assessed
according to their tribes. The element of compulsory or custo-
mary account enters largely into the conditions which determine
the amount of this tax, and no parallel can be drawn between it
and rent. Thus the Kukis are sometimes excused from all money
payments, on the understanding that they must render military
service when required ; and the pure Tipperahs pay at a lower rate
than that fixed for some of the other classes, as they have to ren-
der personal service at the palace, and 2lso to carry out any orders
they may receive from the Raja by letter.

“It is, however, doubtful whether they gain anything by the
¢xemption, as considerable sums of money are extorted from them
by the bearers of these royal messages.  The assessment for the
family tax (ghar chukti kar) is made by tribes, the headmen settl-
ing with the Raja during the Durga Puja festival. Bach tribe is
assessed at so much per family, and each family pays the same, no
Mmatter what number of members it may contain. The collection
of tax gives every opportunity for exactions even to the lowest
official concerned. Not only does the actual collector exacts his
douceur, and have himself and his followers conveyed free of
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expense from village to village,but the whole party require to be
fed, and a percentage is levied by the peons (benindias). The fees
paid under various pretences are said to amount frequently to 30
per cent on the tax as originally settlcd ; nor does the Raja
profit by these extra cesses, except in so far that he can thereby
afford to underpay his subordinates”.

The rates of assessment of different tribes in 1874-75 were
Tipperah and Jamatias - Rs. 3 annas 8 per family; Noatias and
Riangs Rs. 10 per familyy Hallams Rs. 2 to annas 10 or even less
per family; Kukis - Rs. 5 annas 4 per family.?

Above facts present a picture of injustice and inequality in the
system of taxation prevalent in the hills. Same rate of taxes over
the family irrespective of the number of members, practice of cor-
ruption followed by the party of collectors and inequality of the
rates among the different tribes bear the seed of discontent in the
heart of the hill people. Though normally it might be accepted,
but in time of hardship it might have caused unrest and disloyalty.

What benefit was accorded to them in exchange of the exac-
tions ? There was no relief for poverty, famine and pestilence, no
security against the attack of ferocious tribes or the troubles at the
international border as the Maharaja had no sufficient troops to
render security of life and property ta the people living in the in-
terior hills. The question of imparting education is not to be
thought of when there were only two schools in the whole state-
one at the capital, Agartala and the other at the sub-divisional town
of Kailashahar during seventies of the last century.'

References

N. R. Roy Choudhury, Tripura through the Ages, Burean of
Research & publication on Tripura, Agartala 1977, p. 52.
Kailash Chandra Sinha, Rajmala, p. 122.

Chittagong Records, Vol. L, p. 11. - -
Kailash Chandra Sinha, op. cit, pp. 125-26.

Alexander Mackenzie, History of the Relations of the Goverrw
ment with the Hill Tribes of North East Frontier of Bengsh
p. 275 (Published in 1884). .

W. W. Hunter, 4 Statistical Account of Bengal, pp. 468-6%
Mackenzie, Op. cit, p. 286.

N. R. Roy Choudhuri, Op. cit., pp. 76-79.

W. W. Hunter, Op. cit., pp. 505, 508-10,

Ibid, p. 518.

Y
.

R e

Se®aa

270



