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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION

Lsdls Anthropological Study of Population

Physical anﬁhropology is primarily concerned
with the study of man as a physical organism in both time
and space. Its main objective is to understand the pro-
cesses of human evolutiop at both micro and macro levels
as well as to find oﬁEA;human variations and the causes
of such variations. Till the middle of the present century
the pﬁysical anthropologists. were largely involved in
taxonomic classification of human populations. They mostly
uéed anthropometric techniques. But since the middle of
this century, they have shifted their interest from taxo-
nomic research to population genetical research with a
view to finding out human genetical variations and under-
standing the causes of variation and the various processes
of human evolution. They have been gradually realising
that along with anthropometric, serological and other
techniques, emphasis on demographic research could be
beneficial to the study of human evolution and variation.
Moreover, anthropological study of population is likel§
to bring to light some useful estimates of general popu-
lation trends, which are very useful supplement' to the
formal demographic research and socio-economic planning
(Macfarlane, 1976; Raja, 1960; Nag, 1977; Mukhopadhyay,
1981). Thus, physical anthropology and demography, though
the latter generally involves large scale of data with
sophisticated-statistical techniques, are closely inter-

related. Demographic variables, like fertility and mor-



tality are of great importance to the study of anthropo-
logical genetics to understand various micro-evolutionary
processes. For instance, selection is believed to be one
of the major evolutionary forces that brings about changes
in the genetic make-up of a population and operates
through differential fertility and mortali:.’r‘,‘yh.} It is true
that no specific discipline of science is traditionally
known as 'demographic genetics'. But in the field of popu-
lation genetics one deals with those aspects of genetic
processes which need consideration of some demographic
parameters. In that sense, population geneticists tradi-
tionally consider all those population’ properties, on
which the discipline of demography 1is conceivably con-
cerned. In this dissertation, we shall lqo}; into various
demographic parameters of a pééﬁié£ion, téking into consi-

deration some biological as well as social aspects.

In 1964 and subsequently in 1968, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) suggested that there was an
urgent need to carry out population genetical research
among the primitive groups. It .has been reported that
many of the primitive communitiés have been facing with
an immediate threat of disintegrétion of their culture
owing to increasing contact with more advanced societieé
(WHO, 1968). Prior to the WHO's concern about the primi-
tive groups many scholars like Lasker (1952), Eaton and
Mayer (1953), Roberts (1956), and some others have diver-

ted their keen interest in understanding the demographic
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the East Khasi Hills district in Meghalaya. By 'biosocial

demography', we mean to undertake a study on demographic

structure of a population with special reference to some

soclo-economic factors like education, economic condition,

mating pattern, etc. and thereby to understand the genetic

implications of such parameters.

12

a)

d)

e)

f)

h)

Objectives of the study

The objectives of the present study are as follows:-

To describe the demographic structure of the War-

Khasi - both Christian and non-Christian ;

To find out how far the rule of clan exogamy is ope-
rating among the Christian. and non-Christian War

Khasi;

To find out the effects of some socio-economic fac-
tors, such as education, economic condition, age at
marriage, marriage pattern, etc. on the reproductive
behaviour of these two sections of the War Khasi

population;

To determine the rates of infant mortality and repro
ductive wastages in these two sections of the War-

Khasi;

To find out the rate of admixture with other Khasi

and non-Khasi groups;

To find out how evolutionary forces, like selection,
drift, etc. are acting on these two sections of

the War Khasi;
To determine the marriage distance and its genetic
implications;

To compare the present findings with the existing
data on other Indian and non-Indian  populations as

far as possible.
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ey D ' AREA OF STUDY

Location and Topography

Meghalaya is essentially a tribal state, which®

came into existence on 21st January, 1972. Initially,
it was a part of Assam and it was composed of only two
districts, namely, the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills
district and the Garo ‘Hills district. At present, there
are five districts, namely, Jaintia Hills, East Khasi
Hills, West Khasi Hills, East Garo Hills, and West Garo

Hills districts in Meghalaya (Fig. 1).

The War Khasi mostly live in the southern
slope of the East Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya. The
district covers an area of 5,196 sg.Kms. It is bounded
by Assam on the north, Bangladesh on the south, Jaintia
Hills on the east and West Khasi Hills on the west. The
district lies between 250 N and 26° N latitudes and 9go E
and 92° E longtitudes. The district headquarters is Shil-
long, which is situategd about 1510 metres above sea level

and it is also the capital of the State.

The southern slope  of the East Khasi Hills
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