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CHAPTER - |

INTRODUCTION

Man, in his efforts to satisfy persistent needé for
subsistence, shelter, companionship, sexual activity and social
order, has ‘developed certain ideas, attitudes and habits
(Johnson, 1974). The human being is born into a society
organised on the basis of certain norms. Social relationship are
regulated by norms and values, many of which are backed up by
rewards and punishments of various types and degrees, applied
through techniques of social control. Each human group is unified
by certain beliefs, and that is why certain behaviours are
improper, immoral and undesirable. So, we find certain modes
of punishment for behaviours that are not socially sanctioned.
The individuals, ‘who violate such norms, are often labelled as

deviants and given some kind of punishments .

Crime is perceived with startling rapidity as a major
social problem, spreading to every field of human endeavour.
Neither traditional punishment nor correctional ideology appears
to have had any effect in the control and/or prevention of

crimes (Coleman and Cressey, 1984).

The word 'crime' has been used so frequently and
heard so often that it is taken for granted that every one means
the same thing, when he uses the term. But the defination of

crime differs from one society to other. To the administrators



of justice and to the lawyers a 'crime' is an illegal act. Some
social scientists tend to equate the term ‘'crime' with all such
behaviours that are injurious to the society. Religious people
regard ‘crime' as belonging to the category of sin. Still others,
whose personal codes emphasize truth as the ultimate value,
equate falsehood with ‘crime'. Thg most prevalent tendency is
to apply the term 'crime' to the acts that deviate from the
rules of behaviour, which are highly valued by the dominant

segment of the society (Tappan, 1960).

Technically a crime occurs only, when behaviour
violates the law. In practice, however, it is not always easy to

tell whether a specific act is a crime or not (Jhonson, 1973).

We find that among many kinds of deviants "the
criminal" is especially negatively evaluated. A criminal is
identified as a murderer, a rapist or an incorrigible thief and
sometimes may be censored only as a boat-rocker, who interferes
with smooth functioning of the society. At times he may even be
viewed as one, who possesses all the qualities of human beings

but breaks the law (Coleman and Cressey, 1984).

Statement of the Problem

There is no society, which is not confronted with the
problems, of crime. Accepting the inevitability and functionality
of crime phenomenon Durkheim (1966) has remarked that crime is
a normal phenomenon in any society and is the natural and

inevitable product of collective life and social evolution.



Both incidences and patterns of crime vary from pla\‘ce
to place and the reasons for such crimes are not always clearly
known. In the state of Meghalaya crimes have not yet been
extensively studied from an anthroplogical point of view, though
Dutta Ray et al., (1986) have made a preliminary study on
crimes and rehabilatation of the criminals in Assam and

Meghalaya.

Although the State Government publish from time to
time some statistics and records on crimes and delinquencies
among the populations of the state, these records do not throw
much light on the factors, which are responsible for committing

crimes and delinquencies.

The present study will make an attempt to examine the
circumstances and motivating causes, which are responsible for

-criminal acts or bahaviour, which lead to penal repression.

The population in Meghalaya State consists of people of
various walks of life, comprising different castes, creed,
language,. . religion, culture,. etc., which may pose an array of

infinite problems.

Shillong is the capital city of the State. It has got a
very cosmopolitan- set—-up.- Since the  present study has been
undertaken in Shillong, it seems that it is not only sufficient to
understand the motivational factors for a convict's abberant
behaviour, but also it is an opportunity to understand the
constant  action and interaction between the individual's

personality and the environment, which surrounds him.



Significance of the study

The only common feature between the developed and the
developing countries is the ever increasing patterns of crime as
well as the crime rates. The situation has been deteriorating to
such a level that there is hardly any day, when crimes are not
being committed, and consequently, the astounding patterns of

crimes hardly go unnoticed.

It is interesting to point out that MNeghalaya is one
State in the country, which wused to be known as a very
peaceful place. There was a time, when one hardly or very
rarely used to hear about any dacoity, kidnapping or rape, etc.
However, for the last 10 to 12 years, the situation in the State
" has been taking a different turn altogether. For example, in the
capital city Shillong, the rate of various types of criminal
-activity has been alarmingly increasing. [t may be due to the
influx of people from various places. It is said that tension
does exist in the areas, where minority communities threaten the

way of life of the dominant group (Bertrant, 1967).

With rising concern about the patterns and rates of
crime, the accretion of data on etiology of crime becomes a
major task and challenge. Through such data one may ftry to
answer some questions like (i) what makes a man commit crime?
(ii) under what demographic and/or social conaitions induce a

person to commit crime?, etc.

In the present study we shall deal with both

demographic and social factors, which may be responsible for



committing crimes, and thereby we shall, perhaps, be in a

position to point out the main reasons for crimes.
Objectives :
The objectives of the present study are as follows
(i) to estimate the rates aﬁd patterns of crime in Shillong;

(ii) to find out to what extent a particular ethnic

community or communities is/or are involved in crimes;

(iii)  to understand the socio - economic background of the

convicts;
(iv) to find out the frequency of the habitual offenders;

(v) to find out the specific reasons behind each type of

crime;

Finally, with the help of the present set of data we
shall try to highlight the major socio demographic pictures

behind such criminal activities in Shillong.

Limitation of the present study

In any social research it is not always possible to
cover all aspects of a problem. Therefore, an investigator

identifies with only a few relevant aspects.

In the present study the focus is mainly on socio -
demographic factors for understanding the possible conditions (or

reasons) that may lead a man to commit a crime. The



psychological, physiological,bidl‘.qg'l,cal and other factors have not
been taken into consideration for time constrain. It may also be
noted that we have not analysed all information, collected on
other aspects and have to concentrate on social and demographic

aspects only.

In the present study all observations have been made
only on the convicts, residing in the District Central Jail,

Shillong.

Only those convicts, who have been found to be
mentally fit, have been taken into consideration for the purpose

of the present study.

Area of study

The present study has been carried in the District

- Central Jail, Shillong, Meghalaya.

The state of Meghalaya is situated in the North Eastern
Region of India. It was created as an Autonomous state on April
2. 1970, carved out of the two hill districts of composite
Assam, viz., the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills district, and
the Garo Hills district. Meghalaya became a full fledged state on

21st January, 1972.

Area

The total geographical area of Meghalaya is 22, 429
square kilometres. The terrain.of the state is mountainous. This

is fully reflected by the names of the seven districts (Two
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districts have been created in 1992, as such no detail information

is available).

Sg.Km.
Name Total area  Population H-Q.
1. The Jaintia Hills 3,819 2,19,196 Jowai
2. East Khasi Hills 5,196 6,57,160 Shillong
3. West Khasi Hills 5,247 ’ 2,17,462 Norgstoin
4, East Garo Hills 2,603 1,88,043 Williannage

5. West Garo Hills 5,564 4,77,775 Tura

The two newly created districts are (i) Ri-Bhoi
district with its ‘headquarters" ‘in- Nongpoh —and (ii) South Garo

hills with its Headquarters at Baghmara
Population :

The total population of the State, according to the 1991
provisional census, is 17,60,626. The male and female
populations are 3,77,281 and 3,12,138 respectively so, the sex-

ratio is 947 females for 1000 males. The density of population is

78 per square kilometre.
Literacy :

The percentage literacy in the State is 48.26% which is
less, in comparison to the Indian standard of 52.11% (Census,

1991).

A few noted charac-teristics of the State are

(1) The scheduled tribes constitute about 80.58% of the






