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PREFACE

Meghalaya—the abode of clouds with its picturesque landscape of lush green
rolling downs and breathtaking gorges, chequered by glassy cascades and
meandering highways, in the midst of endless emerald sylvan beauty bedecked
with romantically red rhododendrons, crowned by majestic mountain peaks and a
bracingly salubrious climate—has rightly been christened as the Scotland of the
FEast. Such is the attraction of bountious nature that one falls in love with Meghalayan
environs at first sight. None can refrain from regarding it as an exceedingly beautiful
patch of the vast sub-continent. Unlike many other places where man’s effort has
resulted in creating exquisitely beautiful settings, the Meghalayan panorama has,
every bit been carved out by the hands of Nature and none can do better than the
Creator Himself. The urge to chronicle some such Places of Interest is a natural
corollary to our ongoing efforts to pictorially profile the State.

The third volume of our pictorial monograph series on Meghalaya is, as such,
dedicated to its Places of Interest, with the avid expectation that it will generate a
greater desire to know more of them and learn at first hand of the rich traditions and
folklore which crowns each of these places.

Places-of-interest which stud planet Earth adding to its magnificence and glory are
fast falling prey to the cruel and destructive hands of human avarice and
contemptuous greed, the world over, and more so in the developing and the
under-developed world. Alas, in Meghalaya too, the position is similarily not far
behind ! ‘

We go to print with the fond hope that this pictorially documented
-profile of our places of interest will generate better awareness and
the will to preserve and protect them as the priceless natural
heritage of the people. If we succeed in putting into motion a general
trend:of such thinking among our people, and, excite into action their
desire to protect such natural heritage from further ingress, this
volume would have achieved its mission.

Dated, Shillong \%—

the 3rd April, 1992 ( Peter James Bazeley )




DUBLISHERS NOTE,

The first two volumes of the pictorial monograph series on Meghalaya sub-titled as Land & Deople
and as Hora & Fauna have already been released for the benefit of readers. In the continued
endeavour to chronicle the colorful profile of the State inall its variety, the third volune of the serics
which covers its places of interest has been assembled. The third volume which has been sub-titled
DPlaces of Interest now goes to print. -

Neither the pictorial monograph series nor this volune is intended to serve the purpose of a
comprehensive or an authoritative treatise of the State, or of its places of interest, or of the tradition,
culture and folklore connected with such places of interest. These endeavours are directed towards
creating a general avareness amongst the people of our vast country and beyond of the captivatingly
interesting variety of places of interest in the hills and dales of Meghalaya.

The DPublisher is deeply indebted to all Researchers, Scholars, Authors, Institutions and
Organisations whose works have inspired and enabled the compilation of the contents of this Volume,
The Publisher places on record profound gratitude and indebtedness for the tireless efforts of all
such Researchers, Scholars, Authors, Institutions and Organisations.

The Dublisher is also grateful to Adland Dublicity Private Limited of Calcutta for having very
proficiently designed and printed these first three volumes of the series.

This volune goes to press with the hope that the series continue to pictorially monograph the State
and bring out its other distinctive features in the succeeding volumes of the series, which shall follow.

The Publisher looks forward to the comments and suggestions of Readers to further-improvée the
remaining volunes of the series.

Dated, &hillong, THE DUBLISHER.
the 3rd April, 1992.







