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SO0CIO-ECONOMIC ROCTS OF LANGUAGE POLITICS
IN ASSAM

DURING TEE COLCNIAL PERIOD
( ABSTRACT)

The dissertation is an attempt to study one of
the various kinds of regionslism and communalism prevalent
in the multinational Indisn Union which frequently pose a
potent threat to the integrity of the country., The specific
cas¢ examined, is the Assamese-Sengelil conflict in Assanm,
The empheseis is on the study of the inner«dynamics which

led to the risze of this historic conflict.

-The introductory p=ges present the problem ond
examine 1its importance in Modern Indian history.

Chapter one examines the pre-colonial geo-political
position of Assam; a2 closed up 4nd exclusive soclety. Such
fectures of the Assamese society bears close resemblance
to the characteristics of the societics, Merx talked of
in his f‘ormulaii.on of Asiatic Mode of Production, Hence
Legsamese society wes examined in the light df the theory
of iAsiatic Mode of Production, This theoritical model, if
refined on the besis of new empirical data, appears to be
the most apposite one for studying the socio-economic

formation of pre-colonial Assam,
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The basis of the conflict was plented wvhen this
closed soclety vwas opened up by the Sritish which entalled
momentus destructions and modernisstions in the traditional

Asseamese society.

The focus in chapter two is on the destmcu_m
end re-cz}nstfuctinns done by the Lyitish in Assam, The
self-cufficient /- samese econom; was devesteted;villages
aend urban centres plundered and the porulestion terrorised.
The gontinuous enhancement of lend revenue rater lmpere
illed the economic reproduction of the labourers and
undermined the productive forces of the countiry end
imposcd an artificial division of lsbour, Thus Assam vas
soon transformed inte & plentation snd rov-materisl

producing econony,

¥ith the opening up of the closed economy, labour
and capital began to pour in, The british lmported fun-
ctionaries from Gengal s¢ the local peosle proved to be
unsuitatle and it vog for the smooth functioning of the
colonisl mechiner; that Dengeli langusge was brought
into use in the coukts end educationsl institutions of
issem, Although the Assemesc peonle vere succes:sful in
reinstating the Assamese languege, they suspected hands
of the Lengall functi narics in the persecution of

Asssmese language,



In 1874+ Assam was made a Chief Commissioner's
province and three Bengali speaking district, Goalpara,
Cachar and Sylhet was transferred to fssam, The Bengalis
agitated to go Back to their mother-province while the

Assamese resented this attachement.

Colonizl medernisations was thus successful in

polarising the conflicting groups.

Chapter three examines the penetration of British
capitalism in colonizl form into Assam and its impact
on the clases and demographic étructure of Assam, British
policy of encouraging immigrants into Assam had a tre-
mendous impact on the demographic balance of the province.
Again with the advent of British rule, the traditional
classes disolved @nd newver onces were on the verge of
emergance, The constant immigration of Bengal peasants,
although helped Assam to have a prosperous agriculture, the
indigenous peasants trailed fer behind. Within a very
short period the immigrants peasantry became prosperous
entailing a2 economic disparity between the indigenous
and immigrant peasants. This disparity culminated into
an intrea.-clags division, Racial and ethnic considerations

got intermingled in this cleagage.



vy —Ll--

The product of British capitalistic intervention
was the rise of white collar group. The economic trans-
formation and the nev system of education released a
steady flow of people looking for white collar job faci-
lities, In Assam, due to historical reasons, members of

Bengali community dominated this scene too.

Such intre-cless division brought the erystalis-

ation of the cleavage that existed between the Assamese

and the Bengali communities, By the 1930's the Assamese
vigorously agitated against immigration and the immigrants,
while the British and the Muslim leaders supoorted and
encouraged immigration. Threatened of expulsion gnd
deportation the immigrants claimed to havwe become 'Assamese!
while the lsssmese themselves feared that they would

become a minority in their own land.

Chapter faur stﬁdies the conflagaration of the
conflict. The product of the transformation of the non-
capitalist Assamese economy into a subordinate capitalist
one, was the middle class of Assam. The Ascsamese middle
class was a late comer in the political arena of India,
They were born under the dominance of engali Middle

class, In their maturity they tried to break awvay from
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this dominagtion which had an inevitable impact on the
masses. In the middle class politice, language was

made the symbol of crusade and linguistic communities
the scapegost.lhe polemic between the Bengali and

the Assamesc middle classes, since then had been fairly
continuous and symbolised in many ways the fight be-
tween the interest of an immigranf and compsratively
ddvanced middle class and a2 less advanced group. In

this conflict, communal and chauvinist ideologies were
inflicted upon the masses, The intermingling of liﬂgui-
stic and relegious issues prevented the rise of an obje-
ctive nationalism, Instead, communal and regional intere-

sts played significant role.

Chepter five concludes that the logical culmi-

netion of colonial policies and actions was the rige

of this conflict between the Assamese and the Dengali
L

¥

communities. In the process of the socic-economic

transformetion of Assam the relationship between these

two nationalities were strained. The middle class Mwembers

instead of cementing the crack fueled the conflicﬁgto be

{

conflagarated.




