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Change your opinions, keep to your

principles; change your leaves, keep intact

vour roots.

Victor Hugo
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Good Sense Prevails

THE Deputy Commissioner (DC), East Khasi
Hills has rescinded the order calling for Section
144 CrPC on June 4, the day when election
results would be announced. The DC first said
that he apprehends law and order problems on
that day. Where he collected the intelligence
input for this is not known but some political
observers believe that this is a political decision
which was sought to be enforced by the district
administration. Anger has been brewing over
this call for clamping down on free movement
and gathering on vote counting day. Questions
have been asked as to what is different this
time from other times in the past when crowds
waited for the ttews of the success of their can-
didates and rejoiced by singing and taking our
processions across the city. At no time in these
22 years has any restriction been imposed on
people gathering in groups to await the election
results with bated breath.

Intuitive administrative sense means that
those in positions of authority must keep their
eyes and- ears open to listen to the voices of
people from the ground. Besides, the Constitu-
tion grants us rights which include the right to
free movement and peaceful assembly. Section
144 is imposed when a district magistrate, a
sub-divisional magistrate and any other admin-
istrative officer apprehend danger and nuisance.
Section 144 ofthe Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), 1973, is a colonial-era statute that has
been preserved in the Code. In circumstances
of imminent nuisance or suspected danger of
an incident that could create problems or harm
human life or property, Section 144 is applied.
Public gatherings are generally forbidden by
Section 144 of the CrPC. In the past, Section
144 has been used to impose limitations in an
effort to suppress rallies that could spark riots
or other forms of violence. When there is an

eemergency, the Executive Magistrate has been
given the authority to enforce Section 144,
Internet shutdowns and restrictions on telecom
services *have frequently been enacted under

Section 144,

But it is evident that as of today there are
no palpable signs of any' possibility of the
breakdown of law and order in Shillong. On
the contrary it would paint the government in a
bad light if it imposed Section 144 and people
violated that imposition. Elections have come
and gone and never was there any occasion
when the government of the day would clamp

down on public movement. There is a sense of.

claustrophobia that pervades the atmosphere
when there are regulations on public movement
and gatherings especially on a day when pas-
sions run high and the supporters ofthe winning
candidates wish to rejoice in the victory oftheir
candidate. It would also be a damp squib not to
be able to take out election rallies on the day of
counting ofvotes when this has been the practice

for the past 52 years.
0 Letters to the Editor

Shifting
affiliation
from Central
to State
University

Editor,

The newsthatthe Govern-
ment of Meghalaya is plan-
ning to shift the affiliation
ofall colleges in Meghalaya
from a Central University
which has been running for
the past 50 years to a State
University which is yet to
see the light of day became
a topic of discussion and a
real surprise to me. We all
know that the North-Eastern
Hill University is well oiled
and has th» manpower to
run the different Schools
and the Departments within
the Schools. The question is
whether the State University
has all the Schools and the
Departments manned by
qualified educationists. Is
it so easy to transfer all the
courses run in different col-
leges from a Central Univer-
sity to a State University?

Getting recognition from
the UGC is not sufficient,
there is a need to have a
proper administrative set up
to cater to the needs of the
students. If proper thought
and time is given the open-
ing of a State University will

provide employment to the
educated qualified youth but
that itself is a lengthy pro-
cess. In Meghalaya not all
colleges are fully funded by
the Government and hence
a proper consultation and
discussion is required with
all the stakeholders. Just
because the Government
wants to solve the problems
facing the students with
CUET it cannot take a hasty
decision of making a State
University functional; rather
it should have proper consul-
tations to upgrade different
technological facilities in all
districts, especially internet
connectivity which is so im-
portant for us today. Keep in
mind that haste makes waste
hence, for the secure future
of the youth of the State
proper thought must be given
and avoid at all cost the idea
of looking for service pro-
viders, otherwise, the future
of our youth is doomed.
Yours etc.,
Dr Sylvanus Lamare
Shillong

Who wants to
abolish the ST
status?

Editor

Apropos of the article
by Fabian Lyngdoh cap-
tioned, "Religion and Khasi
Tribal Identity”, (ST May

Backstage Actors
INn the Elections

By H. Srikanth

The long and tedious
electioneering process has
finally ended. W iat initially
appeared to be a one-sided
game has turned out to be
a one-to-battle where the
two rival party alliances are
evenly placed. The BJP’s
slogan “Chaar Sau Paar”
has few takers today, but
many opinion polls aired on
corporate media channels
predict the NDA'’s victory.
However, many social me-
dia channels and leading
satta bazars in the country
foresee tough competition
between NDA and INDI Al-
liances. In the LS elections
just concluded, the star cam-
paigner and the NDA’s face
visible everywhere remained
that of our Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi. At 74, he
campaigned in almost all

j>arts of India, Taking on his
shoulders the responsibility
of ensuring the victory of
his party. Other BJP leaders,
barring Amit Shah and J.P.
Nadda, confined themselves
mostly to particular states.
In contrast, the leaders of
INDI Alliance-Rahul Gan-
dhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
Tejaswini Yadav, Akhilesh
Yadav and Arvind Khejriwal
- stole the show with their
energetic presence. Voters
saw them addressing joint
public meetings and rallies in
different states. While Modi
tried to divert the attention
of people raising emotive
issues intending to divide the
voters on communal lines,
the opposition leaders kept
on harping on the issues of
unemployment, price-rise
and growing authoritarian-
ism, and effectively created a
counter narrative ofthe need
for communal amity and
brotherhood. In the absence
of any wave in favour of
any political party or leader,
local issues appear to be the
determining factors in the
election outcome.

While political leaders of
different parties took centre
stage and received much of
the public arid media atten-
tion, we should not forget
the role of several known and
little known individuals from
a variety of fields playing
important roles as backstage
actors and determining the
course of the election cam-
paign. These actors include
social activists, intellectuals,
lawyers, journalists, and art-
ists. Not that they all had the
same ideas or views. Look at
some intellectuals. Claiming
that economic indicators in
India in 2024 were better
than what it was in 2019, the
economist, Suijit Bhalla, bat-
ted for the Modi government
and predicted that BJP would
get around 330 seats. In dif-
ferent interviews that he gave
to news channels, Prashant
Kishor, the political analyst,
while stating that it is impos-

30,2024), in where he wrote
about the identity (tribal
identity) which is embraced
by the Khasi people who
“practise different religions
. which is well and good. But
I am surprised to know from
him about the "Scheduled
Tribe" status and that there
are forces that want to delete
that status from the Khasi
people who had embraced
the Christianity and Islam. |
hadnotcome acrossthatplan
or motive in newpapers and
other media. Hence | would
like to know who are those
who want to abolish take
away that Scheduled Tribe
status from the Khasi Chris-
tians and Khasi Muslims.
On the contrary what | have
been hearing over the media
and reading in newspapers
is that in some families chil-
dren take the clan name of
their father instead of their
mother.
Yours etc.
Wallambiang Rani
Upper Shillong

Malki in
Darkness

Editor,

Residents of Malki,
Shillong-1 are grappling
with prolonged and frequent
power outages, making it
one of the few localities
in Shillong suffering from

sible to get over 400 seats,
also asserted that as there is
no anti-Modi wave, it is not
impossible for BJP to retain
its present tally of 303 and
even a few more seats. Some,
like Pradeep Gupta, argued
that Modi’s ration scheme is
so popular that the women
who are benefiting from the
scheme will ensure the vic-
tory of Modi. Contradicting
these narratives which view
the imminence of Modi’s
third term, intellectuals like
Parakala Prabhakar and Yo-
gendra Yadav argued that
in the absence of any wave
favouring Modi, it is impos-
sible for the BJP to retain its
dominance in the northern
states and make any inroads
into the eastern and southern
states, and hence the BJP will
get less than the majority
mark this time, opening the
possibility for the INDI Alli-
ance. Social media channels,
which have propagated the
views ofthe likes ofParakala

the opposition and project
Modi as the only reliable
choice for the Indian voters.
Barring exceptions like Ra-
jdeep Sardesai, we don’t find
many dissenting voices inthe

ecorporate media. In this situ-

ation, YouTube emerged as a
social media channel provid-
ing an alternative source of
data and information. Earlier,
the BJP -exercised control
over social media channels
through its IT cell. But dur-
ing the electioneering, social
media channels supporting
the INDI Alliance multiplied,,
and became very active.
Dissenting journalists like
Ravish Kumar, Ajit Anjum,
Abhissar Sharma, Arfa Kha-
num Sherwani, etc., played a
decisive role in exposing the
ruling regime and came out
in support of the opposition
leaders. Karan Thapar’s spat
with Prashant Kishor on the
election prediction attracted
national attention. Online
channels like The Wire and

In contrast, the leaders ofINDI Alliance-Rahul
Gandbhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Tejaswini Yadav,
Akhilesh Yadav and Arvind Khejriwal - stole the

show with their energetic presence. Voters saw
them addressingjointpublic meetings and rallies
in different states. While Modi tried to divert the
attention o fpeople raising emotive issues intending
to divide the voters on communal lines, the opposition
leaders kept on harping on the issues ofunemploy-

ment, price-rise and growing authoritarianism,
and effectively created a counter narrative ofthe
needfor communal amity and brotherhood.

and Yadav, have boosted the
confidence ofthe opposition
parties and the voters sup-
porting them. Lawyer activ-
ists like Prashant Bhushan,
Kapil Sibal, etc., also played
a very important role in
influencing the Supreme
Court on the electoral bond
scheme thereby giving a
weapon to the opposition
to hit on the ruling regime.
These lawyers also indicted
the inaction of the Election
Commission and created
public awareness on how to
prevent administrative rig-
ging. Theyplayed a key role
in securing an interim bail for
‘Arvind Kejriwal.
Mediapersons are another
section that remained active
during this period, scoming
out in support of Modi or
against him. Thejoumalists-
cum-TV anchors like Amab
Goswami, Chitra Tripathy,
Rubika Liaquat, Shiv Aroor,
Sudhir Chaudhary, Rajat
Sharma, etc., who are associ-
ated with leading corporate
media channels have taken
pro-Modi stances and during
this election period they .did
everything possible to vilify

such disruptions. In stark
contrast, neighbouring areas
like' Laitumkhrah, Police
Bazar, Nongthymmai and
even far offvillages that can
be seen from Malki such as
Shilliang Um in the west of
Shillong, Mawpat in the East
enjoy uninterrupted power
supply, leaving Malki resi-
dents frustrated and seeking
answers.

The power cuts in Malki
Shillong-1 have become
a daily ordeal, affecting
households, businesses,
and students preparing for
exams. Despite numerous
complaints to the Meghalaya
Power Distribution Corpora-,
tion Limited (MePDCL) and
local representatives, thE sit-
uation remains unchanged.
Many residents report losing
electricity for several hours
each day, causing significant
inconvenience and disrup-
tion. "Every evening, we sit
in darkness while our neigh-
boursjust a few streets away
have all their lights on,"
said a frustrated resident.
"We have raised this issue
multiple times, but it seems
to fall on deafears.”

The disparity in power
supply has ledto speculation
among residents that their
locality is being neglected.
Some suggest that Malki
Shillong-1 is being delib-
erately overlooked due to
political reasons, as none of
the elected representatives

Newslaundry became the
platforms for critical jour-
nalists around the country to
put forward alternative view-
points. Youtubers like Dhruv
Rathee and Akash Baneijee,
who make videos on different
social themes, openly took a

. stand against the ruling BJP

and used their platforms to
debunk the claims of the
government and expose the
authoritarian tendencies of
the Modi regime.

The news channels owned
by some of these journalists
have thousands and lakhs of
faithful subscribers. Such
alternative news portals and
channels became popular
in many other regional lan-
guages as well. They took
on the might of the orga-
nized corporate 24/7 news
channels.

The other group that
needs special mention are
artists. On the eve of elec-
tions, all political parties’
spend a lot of money to
engage professional singers,
dancers and theatre artists to
come out with video songs
and performances in praise
of their leaders. Party IT

have shown any interest
in addressing the problem.
Adding insult to injury, the
local authorities and rep-
resentatives appear to be
preoccupied with election
preparations, seemingly ig-
noring the basic needs of
their constituents. "It seems
our representatives are more
interested in securing their
seats for the next term rather
than ensuring we have power
in our homes. Perhaps they
think their campaign prom-
ises will be more effective
if we can't see the darkness
they’ve left us in," quipped
another resident.

Local businesses are also
feeling the pinch, with many
relying on costly generators
to keep operations running.
"The power cuts are killing
our business. We are losing
customers and money every
day," said a proprietor who
runs a small internet cafe
in the area, adding that the
noise and fiimes from gen-
erators are unbearable, and
it's costing them a fortune to
keep them fuelled.

Educational institutions
in the area are also strug-
gling. Teachers report that
power cuts disrupt classes
and make it difficult to use
electronic teaching aids.
Students, particularly those
preparing for board exams,
are finding it hard to study
without consistent electric-
ity. They question how they

cells are used to propagate
their politics through songs
and political memes; But
the elections witnessed the
spontaneous participation of
artists who educated and en-
tertained the masses through
their creative interventions
in the form of songs, spoofs,
memes, mimicry and other
art forms. Dhruv Rathee
used Al tools to come out
with political songs in dif-
ferent languages. Neha Singh
Rathore’s Bhojpuri songs
became instant hits in the
Hindi belt. Paranjoy Guha
Thakurtha came out with
the song, ‘Saheb’, in dif-
ferent languages critiquing
Modi’s politics. Garima, a
woman mimicry artist, who
effortlessly imitates Kangana
Ranaut, Nirmala Seetha Ra-
man and Smriti Irani, won
the hearts of many with her
subtle humour and creative
content. Shyam Rangeela,
another famdusIimimicry
artist who shot to fame with
his imitation of Modi and
Rahul Gandhi, hit the news
by trying to contest against
Narendra Modi in the Vara-
nasi parliamentary seat. One
can identify such.,artists in
different states. These artists-
took advantage ofAl and
the Internet to share their
political views and influence
public opinion.

One good thing that the
elections did is to remove the
fear factor. Although people
were discontented with gov-
ernment policies, they were
so scared of expressing the
same in the public out of fear
ofpunitive actionby the state
agencies. But the elections
created a conducive political
environment to discuss and
debate on different public
forums and platforms. Many
came out openly to express
their support for leaders and
parties that they like. Pub-
lic streets, universities, TV
studios, social media plat-
forms like Facebook, Twitter
and WhatsApp became the
platforms for expression of
political views and prefer-
ences. Democracy can take
deep roots and is able to
survive only when people
have access to facts and can
make informed and rational
judgments. Who finally wins
the elections and forms the
government at the center is
a different question. Vision-
ary leaders and responsible
political parties are no doubt
needed. Butwe cannot afford
to rely on them all the time.
The masses have a role to
play. Indian democracy sur-
vived all kinds ofturbulence
and challenges and as long as
the country reproduces citi-
zenswho refuse to bend their
knees before the powerful;
hold their heads high, learn
to think logically, and dare to
speak truth, our democracy

surviyes.
1

can compete with students
from other areas when they
can't even study properly?
While MePDCL has at-
tributed the outages to main-
tenance issues and load shed-
ding, residents argue that
these excuses do not explain
why neighbouring localities
are unaffected. They demand
athorough investigation and
immediate .action to resolve
the issue. Despite the grow-
ing frustration and mounting
pressure, the response from
local representatives has
been lacklustre. Their public
statements have largely been
limited to vague assurances
of looking into the matter,
with no concrete actions
taken. This inaction has only
fuelled the residents' deter-
mination to fight for their
rights. As the lights continue
to flicker in Malki Shillong
-1, the residents hope that
their collective voice will
compel the authorities to
act. Until then, they remain
in the dark, both literally
and figuratively, while their
representatives campaign for
their future atthe expense of
their present.
Yours etc.,
Maven Nongrum
Shillong -1

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Hammarsing L Kharhmar

The editorial piece titled,
“Religion and Khasi Tribal
Identity” by Fabian Lyngdoh
published in this paper on
May 30,2024, was aninter-
esting article with several
points that made one ponder
and reflect.'"However,* what
really caught-my attention
more than anything else
and surprised me was the,
sentence: “Christian church
denominations have largely
replaced the roles of clans
as religious institutions for
guiding the moral and spiri-
tual life ofthe people in vil-
lages and urban localities.”
It made me immediately
wonder and ask myself: Is it
possible for a Global Faithto
replace an Indigenous Socio
- Religious Institution?

I believe this statementby
the author implies or rather
confirms that: (1) “Christian
Church Denominations”
have claimed ownership of
the role and powers of the
Clan as a Socio - Religious
Institution in an attempt to
subsume Khasi Culture.
(2) These Denominations
believe that the Clans have
largely lost all connection
to the Khasi morals, ethics

and Khasi Spirituality, so
theyHrasi iuSwtake over the
roles of the Kftis (Maternal
Uncles) or are they planning
on imparting new morals
and ethics? | wonder if they
are adapting to the ‘Khasi
Way’ or are they about to
fully transform society into
something else?

I always thought it was
taboo for the Church to mix
the new religion with the
indigenous cultural prac-
tices, which it historically
considered ‘Paganistic.’ Is
this the beginning of the
open absorption of indig-
enous rituals such as the very
sacred “Tangjait" into thek
fold? The incorporation and
assimilation without consent
ofindigenousreligious sym-
bols and objects, prayers,
sacred stories and festivals
has been happening in plain
sight over the years. Each
time a voice is raised the
reply given is that there is
no relation between religion
and culture kid that the us-
age of indigenous religious
symbols, practices etc., is
done without any religious
connotations. This is a com-
plete lie and a deep insult to
all the followers ofthe Indig-
enous Faith. The statement
that the Indigenous Faith as
practiced in modern times
is a new religion unveils a
lack of understanding and
first- hand knowledge of
the fundamentals of Khasi
religious practice. He writes
that prior to the advent ofthe
British and Christianity the
Khasis had already deviated
from the “religious traditions
of their ancestors™ citing a
few examples ofhow Hindu
deities had been incorpo-
rated into the community
religion. This should come
as no surprise as the Khasis
are one of the oldest tribes,
inthe subcontinentandthere
have been several centuries
of exchange and movement
of ideas and people, to and
fro. However, | have yet to
hear ofstories ofwidespread
uprooting or rejection ofthe
soul of the land. These dei-
ties often find their place in
a few festivals or rituals and
have not supplanted the core
beliefs.

Fabian Lyngdoh also
claims that Hindu spiritu-
ality and philosophy has

influenced Niam Khasi, in-
sinuating that it is therefore
no longer authentic. This
way of thinking is the by-
product of a colonised mind
that believes anything or
everything sublime comes
from outside, and refuses
to see and acknowledge the
deep wisdom and spiritual
treasures, handed down by
the ancestors of the Khasi.
Similarities exist between
all indigenous faiths of the
subcontinent with each hav-
ing its-own unique ways. Let
us not forget the origin of
the faith and where it will
always belong. “Ka Bri U
Hynfiiewtrep” is the sacred,
land to the followers:of
Niam Khasi. The sacred link
between the past, the pres-
ent and the fiiture remains
intact to those who profess
this. The movementwith the
changing times has always
happened and we will con-
tinue to adapt without break-
ing or leaving the,sacred
foundation handed down to
us by ancestors since time,
immemorial. ©

The assertion that there
areonly clanreligions (Niajn
Kur) is as'irresponsible and
misleading as saying thefe

are only clans and netasfir-
- gle race or tribe: “‘Jaidbyn-
riew’. The authorhas deafly
shown he cannot imagine the
existence of the IndigenoTls.
Faith beyond the Niam I»tlr,
which he considers an ex-
tinct religious institution,
whose functions now should
be performed by a Global
Faith. Which is why he-er-
roneously states that Niam
Khasi is a “New Indigenous
Faith. The reality in fact, is
that Niam Kur, Niam ling,
Niam Shnong, Niam Raid,
Niam Hima are still alive.
They are practiced where
it is still respected and also
feasible. But, thankfully,
whe”ver it has been lost or
weakened there are the Seng
Khasi and Seifi Raij and their
sister organisations, who are
there to help the indigenous
stay grounded and rooted!
The organisations persevere
and endeavour without any
expectation of reward - ma-
terial or spiritual - to uplift
and keep alive the “Spiri-
tual Truth of U Hynfiiesy
Trep”. The ancient and the
modem exist side by side
in Indigenous Faith homes.
The rituals and forms of
obeisance may differ from
home to home, clan to clan,
even within the same clan,
village to village and region
to region but the foundation
remains the same.

Each and every indig-
enous prayer, ritual or cer-
emony always ends with
Infinite Obeisance to the One
Truth: U Blei Trai Kynrad
Nongbuh Nongthaw (God,
The Almighty Creator). The
faith is dynamic and that is
why it has Survived since
time immemorial. To call
it new is incorrect and bla-
tantly subversive. As more
true pride and understand-
ing for one’s own spiritual
roots continue to grow, those
who profess the Indigenous.
Faith will continue to move
forward into “Modernity
with Roots” energised by the
wisdom of the motto “lied
lalade bad Burom la Kiwd”
(Love yourself and Respect
that of others) and they will
forever remain rooted on
the three divine principles
of Niam Khasi - Niamtre:
Kamai i'a ka Hok, Tip Kur
Tip Kha, Tip Briew Tip
Blei “IM KANIAM IM KA
JAIDBYNRIEW”
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Why did primates evolve such big brains?

By Ben Hirsch

hanks to our large brains, humans and non-human
primates are smarter than most majnmals. But
why do some species develop large brains in the

ings of the RoyalpSociety B, we directly tested this
hypothesis of brain evolution for the first time.

Tracking fruit eaters in Panama
A majorproblem fortesting the fruit-diet hypothesis

first place? The leading hypothesis for how primdseshat measuring foraging efficiency is difficult. The

evolved large brains involves a feedback loop: smarter

mammals we study travel long distances, usually more

times reaching 40-50 metres high, and produce bright
purple flowers in summer. We mapped the island with
drones during the flowering season and identified
patches of purple flowers, mapping virtually every
Dipteryx that produced fruit a few months later. *

This gave us the full extent of the fruit puzzle our
study animals faced, but we still needed to test how
efficiently animals with different brain sizes visited
these trees. We chose two large-brained primates (spi-
der monkeys and white-faced capuchins) and two
smaller-brained raccoon relatives (white-nosed coatis
and kinkajous).

Over two fruiting seasons,,we collected movement
data from more than 40 individual animals, resulting
in more than 600,000 GPS locations.

We then had to figure out when animals visited Dip-
teryx trees and for how long. This was a complex task,
because to know exactly when'our animals entered and
exited the fruittrees,-we had to extrapolate their lopation
between the GPS fixes taken every four minutes. Some
animals also had the bad habit of sleeping in Dipteryx
trees. Thankfully, pur collars recorded animal activity,
so we could tell when they were sleeping.

Otice these challenges were solved, we calculated
route efficiency as the daily amount oftime spentactive
in Dipteryx trees, divided by the distance travelled.

If larger-brained animals use their intelligence to
more efficiently visit fruit trees, we would expect the
big-brained primates in our study to have more efficient
foraging routes.

That’s not what we found.

The two monkey species didn’t have more efficient
routes than the two non-primates, which puts a serious
dent in the fruit-diet hypothesis of brain evolution. If
smarter species were more efficient, they mightbe able
to satisfy their nutritional needs more quickly, then
spend the rest of the day relaxing.

If this was the case, we would haVe expected the
monkeys to route themselves more efficiently in the
first few hours ofthe day afterwaking up hungry When
looking at these first 2-4 hours of the day, we found
the same result: monkeys were not more efficient than
noft-primates.

Why the big brains, then?

So, if the evolution of these large brains doesn’t
allow primates to plan more efficient foraging routes,
why did brain size increase in some species? Perhaps
it has to do with memory. If species with larger brains
have better episodic memory, they might be able to
optimise the timing of fruit tree visits to get more fobci,.
Preliminary analyses of our dataset didn’t supportthis
explanation, but we’ll need more detailed studies to
test this hypothesis.

Intelligence mightbe linked to tool use, which could
help an animal extract more nutrients from their envi-
ronment. Of our four study species, the white-faced
capuchin monkey is the only one that’s been observed
using tools, mid it also has the largest brain (relative
to body size). > :

Our study could also lend support to the hypothesi
that brain size increased to handle the complexities of
living in a social group.

Large brains have evolved in an assortment of ver-
tebrates (dolphins, parrots, crows) and invertebrates
(octopus*). While our study can’t determine the exact
drivers of brain evolution in all of these species, we
have directly tested a key assumption on wild tropical
mammals in a relatively non-invasive Inahner. '

We’ve demonstrated that by using the latest sensor
technologies we can testbig hypotheses aboutthe evo-
lution, psychology and behaviour of animals in their
natural environment. (Ben Hirsch is a Senior Lecturer
in Zoology and Ecology, atJames Cook University}" .

than three kilometres per day, making it difficult to
replicate realistic study conditions in a lab.

Some researchers have experimentally manipulated
food distribution in wild animals, but the animals
needed extensive training to learnto visithuman-made
food resources. 7

Do smarter foragers forage smarter?

In our study, we took advantage of a natural phe-
nomenon in Panama that occurs when the normally
complex fruit puzzle shrinks to just a few species of
ripe fruit over a three-month period. During this time,
all fruit-eating mammals are forced to focus on one tree
species: Dipteryx oleifera.

Fortunately for us, Dipteryx trees are huge, some-

animals use their intelligence to find food more ef-
ficiently, resulting in more calories, which provides
the energy to power a large brain. Support for this
idea comes from studies that have found a correlation
between brain size and diet - more specifically, the
amount of fruit in an animalls diet.

Fruitisahigh-power food, but creates a complicated
puzzle for animals. Different fruit species ripen at dif-
ferent times of the year and are: spread throughout an
animal’s home range. Animals that need to find such
highly variable food might be more likely to evolve
large brains.

A key assumption here is that species with larger
brains are more intelligent and therefore can find food
more efficiently. In a new study published in Proceed-

‘Star -

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon sextile Sun on your solar return chart. It Is going to be a very good
year ahead. Your name and fame will spread far and wide. And,you will be
popular among your, peers and superiors. You will also get good job offers.
Your business too will flourish. Financial position will remain stable. You will
make investments wisely and itwill reap you rich dividends. Those in politics,
academics, media related industry and social -service will do well. And will
get acclaim too. You can also join some business association/confederation
too and could be facilitated publicly. Your relation with your parents will be
wonderful. And you may receive some legacy from them too. Even children
willbringjoy and perform well inacademics.And willgetadmissionincourses/
institutions of their choice.

This week foryou’

Aries: (March 21 -April 20) Yourefforts,confidence and courage bring success
inmonetary gains and yourenergy increasesfor projects atwork
and yourjob environmentteeming with activity. You take small
yet sure steps towards your financial goals. Domestic relation-
ships and the home environment tend to be harmonious and
peaceful. If you have children, they may need more discipline

. than they previously did. You may find your children atah age
that requires more attention and or structure. There are some
contentious issues thatare laid to rest as you tackle them and
take a bold stand. Health nefeds some attention.

Taurus: (April 21 -May 21) You may have to make some critical decisions due

to situations in your life that force you to make choices; they-

could even be between career and family goals. Some ofyou

- may be promoted or your career takes a n8w direction. The

f challenged to find a healthy baiance-to improve home life,
while atthe same time tending to your career needs. Romantic
and personal relations would be more practical than fun. For
some, a romantic relationship stabilizes and becomes more
serious. For some you will meet a new romantic interest who
is perhaps more younger and energetic as compared to you.
Some changes in your social circle have been occurring of
late, and you meet new and unusual people.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) New friendships are likely to emerge this time,
supportive and easygoing ones. Happiness and fulfillment
through the expansion of your mind, widening your social

= r circle, travel, and connections to people of a different culturaf
v V background than you are indicated. Yourposition of powerand
J |t authorityismaintameddespitemanychangesallaround. Don’t

v allow personal feelings to influence professional decisions. An

opportunity or investment to make quick gains is on the cards

A but analyze data at hand before you invest. Energy is high
and things happen swiftly.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)You would be blessed with good fiealth, love in
relations and harmony at the work place. You give and receive
affection and love from friends and relatives. You connect with
oldfriends and business associates. Being open and receptive,
you attract opportunities which hitherto seemed out of reach.
Youdesireto team and improve on your practical skills. Realistic
levels of optimism and confidence are with you that enable
you to quicken the pace at your workplace. Tension could run
high and reach an emotional peak. Do not get carried away
without first getting the facts. Yoga and walking would prove
to be beneficial.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23) Your social life will likely increase and bring you in
contactwith more influential, powerful people who could prove
to be helpful as they extend a helping hand. Matters related to
universities, higher education, organized religion, publishing,

\ legal affairs, and foreign interests proceed smoothly. This is an
excellenttime to seek advanced training or further your educa-
tion. Happiness and fulfillment through close friendships and
relationships is indicated. Your idealistic nature is stimulated,
and you are likely to aim for a sense of belonging through
connection to something larger than yourself.

Virgo- (August 24 - September 22) The planetary combination tends to change
youroutlook on life, perhaps stimulated bytravel. Some changes
inyour social circle have been occurring and this brings about
a new awareness. You are more determined to achieve your
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personal goals, and more strategic inthe manneryou go about
doing so. New responsibilities are likely to presentthemselves
and you would take them more seriously. New projects excite
you but remember that bringing them to a completion is just
as important. A little attention on fitness and health related
programs would be helpful. ,

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) During this period money matters come
into focus for you. You would adopt a realistic approach to
business and finance because. Career and vocational issues
may benefit from the increased clarity you possess. Much of

A your energy will be applied to vocational achievement, profes-
sional activities, during the week. The desire for some form of
recognition and financial success is more intense. Being part
of a community or circle of friends and building youf social
network is importantto you at this time. You look to netwbrking
to leverage on your contacts. You may be quick to anger and
could antagonize some whom you want to win over.

Scorpio: (October24 - November 22) This is a time which is good for mdney,
status and forenhancing your standing. Yourentire focus shifts
in this direction. You take on new responsibilities, but enjoy
the challenges it presents. Your belief systems and personal

. philosophies are especially important to you, but do not o

n coihcide withyour methods. This dichotomy will inculcate new
attitudes tpwards finances, and social relationships before
] you strike a balance. It's an excellent time for travel, higher
education and communications. The family is supportive and

helps you look at the larger picture.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)You may feel the need to be ap-
preciated by family members, and the need for togetherness
with others this week. Events are such that you move towards
a more objective approach to your life and you cultivate true
friendships. It is a time when we need to let go of things that
no longer serve their purpose, and hold on to things that have
a future. You would express your sympathetic and compas-
sionate side. Others might find you less sociable, as you are
busier than ever and you focus on your activities and your
needs. You would stand alone, take action and start afresh
during this period.

Capricorn: (December2 2 - January 20) Youwould be able to express agreater
level of sensitivity and sensibility in personal and professional
relations. You encotinter people who are very considerate and
understanding. You are also likely to form relationships with
people based on a deep level of mutual appreciation and
understanding for each other. You are in touch with your more
sensitive and spiritual qualities. You have to maintain a positive
attitude and face life in a positive way. Communications from
overseas are hopeful and exciting as business opportunities
are extended to you. Financial transactions and professional
projects go ahead .smoothly with goodwill and profit.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) At this time you feel on top in domestic
issues and spend quality time with people you care about and
inactivities that are rejuvenating. You tend to be traditional and

£ restrictive in family matters and may have to face opposition
of younger ones. It's time to expand your social circle and to
make more contactwith groups and friends. Your unselfishness
® and willingness to listen will help boost your magnetic appeal.
Your professional skills wisdom and craft is appreciated and
fresh opportunities for expansion are made available to you.
Personal relationships gain a romantic and exciting quality.
You need to tackle sensitive subjects and difficult people and
get your point across.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) Business projects and associations are
opening up and widening your horizons so you need to think
expansively. Your financial situation looks promising if you
manage it well personally rather than trust upon others. You
are generous with friends, and loving in family situations. You
come across as especially smooth and your flood nature is
bound to attract some attention. A business Venture could be
gainful ifyou are willing to lend itsome energy. You are involved
in multiple tools of creativity you possess. A gentle and softer
approach can resolve an old conflict.

ith the arrival of spring,

a timeless ritual begins

anew: male birds fill the
air with song, seeking to attract
mates and defend thdr territories
from other competing males;

But there is a lot we still don’t
understand about how birds learn
which sounds to sing. A latest study
offers new insights and, suggests
genes may play a more important
role than scientists realised.

In nearly half of the world’s
bird species, young birds learn by
imitating the songs of adults. As
birds learn songs from one another,
dnistakes inevitably happen, leading
to variation in songs between popu-
lations of the same species, similar
to the formation ofdialects inhuman
languages.

Female birds usually prefer males
that sing songs typical of the local
population, as it may show that
they are well adapted to the nearby
environment. Additionally, songs
are crucial for defending territories.
Male birds singing foreign songs
often struggle to hold onto territories
against local competitors.

This potential role as a mating
and social barrier is why there has
been a long-standing hypothesis
that song differences can drive the
formation of a new species.

However, scientists don’t yet
fully understand what happens to
these song differences when birds
move between populations. Imagine
you’re a local bird, and anewcomer
arrives singing a foreign song.
W hat’s to stop you from learning
this new song? Ifenough local birds
learn the songs of newcomers, it
could erase the song differences
between populations, and thus the
mating barrier;

Butbirdstendto only learn songs
from their own species, even when
they are exposed to the birdsong
of,other species. This suggests
that birds have genetic predisposi-
tions guiding them to learn only
“appropriate” songs. So far, these
genetic predispositions have only
been shown to limit song learning
from different species.

even

up far from home

This raises an interesting pos-
sibility. Could these genetic predis-
positions also restrict song learn-
ing within the same species - and
could it explain why some song
differences are maintained across
‘different populations of the same
species? There are a few lab-based
studies thathave explored this idea.
But it has rarely been tested in the
wild, where birds are exposed to
songs from different populations
and species.

That’swhy researchers wanted to
see whether these lab results would
hold true if they took the test into
the field.

Into the wild

In the spring seasons of 2017-
2019, we translocated, eggs of
pied flycatchers (a small migra-
tory songbird, that breeds widely
across Europe) from their nests in
the Netherlands to a population in
Sweden. The researchers carefully
transported these eggs to their new
home, where they were placed in
Swedish nests and eventually, raised
by Swedish parents. Come winter,
these translocated birds fledged
and made the long journey to their
wintering grounds in Africa, along
with their Dutch and Swedish coun-
terparts. With the return of spring,
they flew back to Sweden, now as
adults with fully formed songs,
ready to find potential mates.

The songs of these birds were
recorded and compared them to the
songs of their local Swedish envi-

"ronment where they were raised..

The researchlteam also compared
them to songs of their ancestral
Dutch population. Overall, songs of
translocated males resembled songs
ofthe Swedish population.

This came as no surprise, since it
was known that social learning plays
a crucial role in song development
forpied flycatchers. However, itwas
discovered that translocated males
did notjust learn any Swedish song
element - they learned those ele-
ments most similarto their ancestral
Dutch population. This meant their
songs did not completely overlap
with Swedish ones but resembled
both Swedish and Dutch songs.
This suggests that the translocated
males are genetically predisposed to
learn sopgs oftheir ancestral Dutch
population.

These findings show how genetic
differences within a species can
effect cultural change. The reseach-
ers think that as songs continue to
diverge between these two popula-
tions, the genetic predispositions
should also become more distinct.
Eventually, birds from the local
population may not recognise im-
migrants from other populations
as part of their own species as
regional variations tend to become
more pronounced over time. This
co-evolution between genes and
songs may reduce the likelihood
of birds from different populations
mating with each other, driving
the formation of new species. (The
Conversation)
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‘7 never learn anything talking. I only
learn things when I ask questions. *

—Lou Hottz
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Of exit polls

THE exit poll results indicate that the BJP-led
NDAwould have a consecutive third term in pow-
er atthe Centre. The luxury ofpolitical stability for
India as a nation could be a matter for celebration
especially as this is a noisy democracy with his-
tory of political disruptions.»The two terms ofthe
Narendra Modi-led government principally earned
its spurs for the political stability that it provided
to the nation with a reasonably satisfactory man-
agement ofthe economy as well. While the nation
moved forward in these years, the momentum
was not all-encompassing. Several sectors other
than infrastructure continued to ail, as for instance
the all-important industrial/manufacturing sec-
tor. Systems kept weakening as is evident in the
growing corruption in bureaucracy and regional
politics, while the judiciary continued its drag in
matters of effective and speedy disposal of cases.
The growing spectre ofjoblessness, as a result of
the weakening of the industrial sector, was also
cited as a serious issue that was feared to undercut
Modi’s attempt to win a third term. But, it would
appear that in the absence of a cohesive, depend-
able and self-assertive opposition, the people were

left with no other choice.

If according to the exit polls the BJP-led NDA
would win the peoples’ mandate on June 4, the
way forward for it is obviously to form the next
ministry. In all probability, Narendra Modi could
return as Prime Minister. Ideally, as in the Ameri-
can system, the PM’s post in India too should be
limited to two terms so that the nation refreshes
itselfwith a new' leadership. This is not to under-
rate the strengths of Modi as an administrator.
Modi would soon be 74 and close to the 75-year
age-bar he appreciably introduced for leadership
since 2014. This may have abearing on the swear-
ing in of the new Prime Minister, even as Modi
remains as the undisputed and most-powerful
name in the saffron edifice today. A search for
his sudcissomvould likely begin soonfrSDr later.
Within the government itself, there’s a strong
second line. Outside, there are those like Yogi
Adityanathwho ha”proven his mettle as an ef-
ficient regional administrator. Or, Shivraj Singh

Chouhan, for that matter;

For the Congress, however, its Nehru-family
fixationwould continue. Again as per the exitpolls
the INDIA alliance appears to have done better
so it can rightly assert its claims for the Leader of
Opposition post this time. Even in the face of a
hat-trick victory, the BJP and Modi might feel a
sense of embarrassment ifthe party’s numbers in
Parliament come down this time. Some opinion
polls project a better performance for the party
this time, which, if it happens, would be a huge
credit for the BJP and Modi himself.

la'lU ia lo lhe Kililo

Annual Academic
Day: The Missing
Ingredient in

School Education

Editor,

In many schools annual
sports day is celebrated with
great enthusiasm, show-
casing athletic talents and
promoting physical health,
teamwork and discipline.
However, in the midst of all
these events, one wonder;
why there aren’t similar
celebrations for academic
successes?

The absence of annual
academic functions in many
schools is a topic worthy of
consideration. Unlike sports
events, academic achieve-
ments are typically acknowl-
edged through more subdued
manner such as report cards
or parent-teacher meetings.
There is a great disparity
with the way schools cele-
brate sporting events and the
way schools acknowledge
academic achievements.

School plays a crucial
role in shaping the future
of students and needs to
provide a balanced education
that focuses both on physical
developments and intellectual
growth. A balanced empha-
sis on both aspects ensures
all round development of
students and prepares them
for future challenges. By
observing an academic day,
schools ensure that intellec-
tual achievements are valued
as much as athletic ones.

Academic successes often
come softer persistent effort,

dedication and hard work.
Celebrating such achieve-
ments publicly not only ac-
knowledges the hard work
of those successful students
but also sets a standard for
other students to follow.
Such recognitions can be a
powerful motivator for other
students to strive for aca-
demic success. It can inspire
students to take theirstudies
more serioijsly and create an
environment where learning
is valued and pursued with
enthusiasm. It can encourage
students to think critically
and creatively and promote
love for learning.

An annual academic func-
tion can also give opportu-
nity for those students who
are not athletically gifted
but possess extraordinary
intellectual abilities. Some
students may excel in sports,
while others may excel in
academic disciplines such as
mathematics, science, litera-
ture and the arts. Honouring
academic successes ensures
that students with intellectual
talents received recognition
they deserve.

Academic skills such as
critical thinking, problem
solving and analytical abili-
ties are important for suc-
cess in higher education.
By focusing on academic
skills, schools can better
prepare students for future
challenges. It will not only
motivate students to go for
higher education but will also
equip them with necessary
skills and knowledge to be
successful.

An annual academic day
can also give an opportunity
to involve community and

Can We Trust the MDA Govt
with the Environment?

Come World Environ-
ment Day (WED) and the
Meghalaya Democratic Alli-
ance Government will make
a bold claim of initiating
new programs or projects to
protect and preserve the envi-
ronment. Conrad K. Sangma
the Chief Minister will wax
eloquent jtt the WED cel-
ebration about the different
government initiatives to
conserve the environment,
but scratch the surface a little
bitand the public will see the
real picture. The question is
can the people ofthe state re-
ally trust the MDA to protect
the environment? The MDA
government is obviously not
even trying to improve for-
est cover; instead they are
destroying even the forest
we inherited from our fore-
fathers. The question is not
what happened to the million
saplings that this government
claimed to have planted, but
what have they done with the
legacy forest that we have
inherited.

State forest is holding
only 1145.19sqkmor5.10%
of forest coverin the state,
and we are hoping that the
government will try to in-
crease the forest cover in the
state but unfortunately, that
is not what is happening.
Thisgovernmentisremoving
eventhe existing virgin forest
bit by bit.

Balpakram National Park

Balpakram National Park
in the south of Garo Hills
in Meghalaya, India, sits at
an altitude of about 910 m
(3,000 ft) close to the inter-
national border with Bangla-
desh. It was inaugurated in
December 1987 and provides
habitat for barking deer,
Asian golden cat, Bengal
tiger, marbled cat, wild water
buffalo, red panda and Indian
elephant. Balpakram means
"land of the eternal wind,"
according to the myth of
the Garo people. Balpakram
mNaTiatfamrtcAvfiicfris -alsff
known as the resting place
of spirits of the dead, covers
an area of about 220 Sg.km.
(Gazette Notification & Date:
No.FOR. 103/34/354, Dt.15-
2-1986). Located about 166
km from Tura antl 62 km
from Baghmarathe District’s
headquarters, itisthe pride of
the Garo-people, but look at
what the MDA government
has done to the national
park.

Balpakram and highway
7 expansion

It was reported in The
Shillong Times issue dated
May 23, that the government
will cut 2,548 hectares of land
from ecological sensitive
BNP for expansion of High-

parents in students’ educa-
tion. When the community
and parents are involved in
school education, students
are more likely to feel sup-
ported and motivated to suc-
ceed. Such involvement in
school can ultimately lead to
increased academic success.
Additionally, it provides an
opportunity for parents to
take an active role in their
children’s academic prog-
ress and in their intellectual
development.

Organizing an annual
sports day requires space,
equipment, and coordina-
tion, but it’s Often perceived
as a more straightforward
endeavour compared to an
academic annual function.
Planning an annual academic
function might require more
creativity, resources, and
logistic considerations.

Despite these challenges,
there’s merit in reconsidering
the importance of academic
achievements and finding
ways to celebrate them more
prominently. By highlighting
academic accomplishments
through annual functions or
similar events, schools can
reinforce the value of educa-
tion and motivate students to
excel academically.

An annual academic day
not only celebrates academic
achievements but also fosters
a love for learning, creativ-
ity and encourages holistic
development among students
and prepares students for
future success.

Yours etc.,

Dr Sengkham Marak &
Dr Debabrata Das
Tura

By HH Mohrmen

way 4 from Maheshkhola to
Kamai. A notification issued
by Commissioner and Secre-
tary of Forest & Environment
Department stated that the
government in exercise of
the power conferred under
sub section (6) of Section 35
ofWild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 and after consultation
with the standing commit-
tee of the National Board of
Wild Life, the government
authorizes the ChiefWildlife
Warden, Meghalaya to grant
permit for diversion 0f 2,548
hectares of land within the
BNP. Now isn’t this intrusion
into the animal habitat? The
Chief Minister has time and
again spoken about the Sus-
tainable Development Goals
and the state government’s
effort to achieve the goal by
2030, but can destroying the
ecological sensitive zone be
a sustainable act?

BNP and UNESCO

World Heritage site

It is well known that Bal-
pakram National Park ishome
to wide species of plants and
animals. The website stated
that its vegetation consists of
subtropical, grassland, bam-
boo forest, tropical deciduous
trees and carnivorous plants
like the pitcher-plant and
Drosera. It also mentioned
that species recorded include
Indian elephajit, chital deer,

«wild water buffalo, red panda,

Bengal tiger, and marbled cat.
The rivers and lakes in the
Wildlife reserve are home to
various species ofbirds. The
BNP is therefore a fit case
for inclusion in the world
famous list of places with
special status.

It was reported a few years
back that the Central govern-
ment of India has nominated
the Garo Hills Conservation
Area (GHCA), straddling
South*a~\~iG aro Hills
district in Meghalaya, as a
World Heritage Site, which
includes Balpakram.National
Park. The park has received
an honour of having been
listed in UNESCO World
Heritage tentative list. The
question is what will happen
to the status now? When a
large chunk of land is carved
out of the eco zone, can the
BNP still be a contender to
the important list?

Narpuh Wild Life Sanctuary
and Saipung Reserve

The government has not
only failed in the protec-
tion and preservation of the
BNP, but it has even failed in
protecting the other reserved
forests, wildlife sanctuaries
and other sensitive zones

Euphemisms for
disability

Editor,

I used to look at changes
in adjectives in addressing
those with disabilities. The
change from 'disabled' or
'handicapped' or 'physically
challenged' to 'differently
abled' or 'specially- abled' is
a good thing and a milestone
ofour evolutionary progress.
Then a question comesto my
mind whether a person on
whom the new adjective is
used likes it or not.

I got my answer from the
PhraseFinder. According
to it, the term 'differently
abled' was coined by the US
Democratic National Com-
mittee in the early 1980s as
a more accessible term than
handicapped (Or in the UK,
disabled). It says that the
motivation seems to be an at-
temptto view the people pre-
viously called handicapped in
amore positive light and also
as need to be seen as politi-
cally correct.

But then the website
echoes my apprehensions
when it says that some have
viewed the label as a euphe-
mistic attempt to disguise
the difficulties experienced
by people who have serious
physical or mental handi-

caps.
The term 'differently abled
or 'specially-abled sounds
good, but it does not narrate
the truth. In its efforts to glo-
rify the condition ofaperson,
it totally hides the pain the
person is undergoing.

under the control and man-
agement of the state govern-
ment. There were reports of
encroachment into the forest
land in the Narpuh Wildlife
Sanctuary and the Saipung
reserve and maybe in the
Nokrek biosphere reserve
too. Ifthis is indeed the case
then can the state even claim
to still have in its control
1145.19 sq km or 5.10% of
forest cover in the state.

How do we deal

with our waste?

The State not only failed
in preserving and protecting
the forest, but it has failed in
dealing with waste which is
another important issue in
the sustainable development
goals. In the same issue of
The Shillong Times which
reported about BNP, there is
also a report about the status
ofMarten dumping ground in
Shillong which was opened
in 1983.

It was reported that on an
average 140 tons ofwaste is
being dumped at the ground
on adaily basis and it is over-
flowing. Segregation ofwaste
at source is not happening as
localities outside the city ajp
not cooperating. People are
not aware of different rules
and regulations on waste
and hot even the Solid Waste
Management Rules 2016.
The Chief Minister claimed
that the government has al-
ready embarked on ways to
deal with legacy waste at
Marten, but the plan is yet to
see the light of day.

Condition of the water

in the Myntdu River

Rivers in the state are not
in good health. Recently it
was reported that the condi-
tion oftwo rivers, Umiew in
East Khasi Hills, and Ganol
in Garo Hills is critical and
that water sources of these
rivers are rapidly dj*ing up.
This should be amajor cause
for concern, especially as
Umiew, Umtrew and Ganol
are important rivers in the
state. The pertinent ques-
tion is about water supply
to Jowai, another important
town of the state. The Na-
tional Green Tribunal based
on the test conducted by
Meghalaya State Pollution
Control Board, has issued
an. order with regards to the
water supply in Jowai. The
order states that, as per there-
portprepared by the MSPCB,
the NGT has found that the
health of the river Myntdu is
seriously compromised due
to its high acid content. Hu-
man interference is causing
the river to deteriorate, and

This was the reason why
the term 'Harijan' (man of
god) had been rejected. Ma-
hatma Gandhi preferred to
call Untouchables or Dalits,
'Harijan.' He said, "Not that
th,e change of name brings
about any change of status,
but one may at least be spared
the use of a term which is
itself one of reproach.” But
Dalits rejected the term.

In his book, 'The Untouch-
able as Himself, anthro-
pologist R. S. Khare quoted
a Dalit reformer, who said,
"It was a superficial way for
Gandbhi to resolve his guilt."

Though Gandhiji's inten-
tion was good, the term 'Hari-
jan' did not reflect the truth.
Women have stopped using
the term 'Devi' (goddess) as
a suffix to their names for the
same reason.

Women did not like the
differential gender treatment.
Women were glorified as
goddesses, and therefore
burdened with social scru-
tiny. But men were allowed
to be human beings, even
with a licence of "boys will
be boys".

Many years ago, maid-
servants were called 'jhi' in
Bengal. This is a Bengali
word which means daughter.
Later, the word became an of-
fensive term. It got replaced
by 'kajer lok', which means a
working person. As a matter
of fact, to sugar-coat the truth
sounds more offensive. Such
an effort only adds insult to
injury.

To say lofty words about
someone that could be any-

excessive siltation is causing
the river size to reduce. Itwas
also reported that the water
is also not potable due to the
disposal of untreated waste
and sewage.

Myntduisstill the major source
ofdrinkingwater for the town

Before the end of 2022
just before the election, with
so much fanfare the Umgot
water supply was inaugurated
by the government. What the
residents of the town are not
aware of is that despite the
completion of the new water
supply project, Jowai contin-
uesto rely onthe Myntdu, for
its daily water needs. Myntdu
water supply project, which
is pumf>ed from Mupiah,
supplies the town with 4.086
MLD of water (RTI reply
No. EE/PHE/Elect/JWI/Estt.
21/2022-23/1075 dated De-
cember 23,2022). The much-
hyped Umngot water supply,
on the other hand, supplies
only 1.486 MLD of water to
the town, which is only about
one fourth ofthe total amount
ofwater supplied to the town
(Ibid. RTI). The Myntdu
water supply project contin-
ues to be the main source of
water for the people ofJowai,
as it supplies more than fifty
percent of the town’s water
requirements.

Hon’ble High Court Order

It may be reminded that
the High Court of Meghalaya
in its order in PIL No. 10
of 2019, has prohibited any
construction of a permanent
nature within 50 metres from
the mean high flood level
of Umiam Lake in Ri Ethoi
District. The order father
stated that the matter is no
longer limitedto Umiam Lake
but has extended to othjer
water bodies and rivers in
the state. Additionally, it was
reported that the Meghalaya
High Court has ordered the
Autonomous District Coun-
cil to take action to maintain
the water bodies' purity. The

4questionishow canthe PWD
allow construction of roads
along the river Myntdu? Isn’t
this a case of government
agencies failing to implement
the court order? Isn’t this a
case of contempt of court?
This Government will be
remembered for hitting the
last nail in the coffin of the
river Myntdu.

In conclusion Conrad K,
Sangma has not only failed
to “walk the talk” that he
once promised to walk from
his residence to the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat at least
once aweek, but he has failed
on all fronts when it comes to
protecting the environment.
The Government has also
failed in implementing the
SDGs in the State.

thing but true is nothing but
sarcasm and sounds like a
tongue-in-cheek remark.

Now, We will return to our
main discussion revolving
around the term, 'differently
abled' or 'specially-; abled'.
We need to listen to disabil-
ity activist and Paralympic
medallist Elizabeth Wright.
On such terms, she' said,
"Ableisfs may think that
they are being positive and
uplifting for disabled people,
but in essence it is a mask,
a covering up of their own
uncomfortable feeling about
disability." Interestingly, she
echoedwhat a Dalit reformer
told Khare about his views on
the term 'Harijan'.

She further explained, "By
denying the very term disabil-
ity we are removing disability
from the equation. Society
ceases to be the problem. The
world doesn't need to be fixed
or challenged around ableism
because there is nothing to
fix. There is nothing to fix
because the individual isn't
disabled - just differently
abled.”

Indeed, to sweep the pain
and problems of disabled
people under the carpet of
euphemism is a grave injus-.
tice to them.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

and Crime

By DPakyntein

Every drug user is eagerto
quit, butfinds it difficult to do
s0. Once | attended atraining
programme, conducted by
the National Academy of
Customs, Indirect Taxes and
Narcotics (NACIN) Mumbai.
All trainees were expecting
that senior IPS/IRS/Customs
officers would be the trainers
and lecturers. Instead, our
trainers were psychiatrists,
doctors, specialists, experts,
and scientists. Here we learnt
that any person who has con-
sumed 100% pure heroin on
more than three occasions is
an addict and it will be very
difficult for the person to
quit without proper medical
treatment.

Heroin in the market is
not always pure when tested.
To boost profits, dealers or
smugglers usually mix it
with other substances like
soda, glucose, paracetamol,

caffeine, rat poison or any

white powder which is more .

dangerous than heroin itself.
Heroin consumers usually
spend approximately be-
tween Rs.500-2000 a day,
depending upon the number
of months and years they
have consumed. It will cost
the sanje-amouftt orper per-
sonper day to be de-addicted.
| believe that no parents can
affordto spare thisamount of
money every day. Hence this
pushes drug users to become
drug smugglers.

At this critical juncture
in our history when drug
use is on the upswing in our
state how do parents detect
whether or not their children
are drug users. | would like to
share some tips with parents.

through. Therefore, it must
be perfectly recorded on tlje
spot. Aslight error ofrecord-
ing the date, time, place
will be noticed. It must be
understood thata voluntary
statements more powerful;
than a questioner's state’
ment in any court of law.
When an accused is pro-
duced, in court he/she will
be sent to 14 days judicial
custody. In many cases, it
is noticed thatjudges must'
wait for an 10/lawyer to
come after the 14-day ju-
dicial custody or they“never
attend the court at all. Hence
the .accused is being sent to
custody repeatedly.

- Delayed receipt of Fo-
rensic Science Laboratoiy
(FSL) reports is another
drawback. One public wit-
ness says something; another
says something elseresults in
delay in filing a chargesheet

The dsK'and time 6f arreSf
warrant njust be accurate,
else the case falls flat. Also
in many cases,important
sections were not properly
followed, like section 100
CrPC 1973, section 61 of
NDPS Act 1985 section 25.
of the Indian Evidence Atet
1872- T*he team of offieSsT
conducting die search shouft
search the person in-charge
of the premises or these
lapses will create doubt#
confusion in a courtroom.
As per section 42 of thj?
NDPS Act, 1985, only au-
thorized officers (hot all)
with specific ranks are em-
powered to search or arrest.
Yes, we all want to combat
drugs and crime, but there;is
a limit to doing something

A day without drugsfor a regular user
will make theperson sweat or have
chills; have diarrhoea; stomach
cramps and muscle ache. They also
exhibit strange/unusual behaviours.
When medicines are missing, there
is a possibility that the children
are into drugs.

When we notice that expen-
sive items are missing from
the house it's,time to observe
the behaviour of children. A
day withoutdrugs for aregu-
lar user will make the person
sweat or have chills; have
diarrhoea; stomach cramps
and muscle ache. They also
exhibit strange/unusual be-
haviours. When medicines
are missing, there is apos-
sibility that the children are
into drugs. It's important to
throw away expired or un-
used medicines. Those who
are eager to quit should seek
help. There is no need to feel
ashamed or afraid.

Those addicted to drug
use and smuggling should not
waittill they are arrested and
jailed for many years or after
spending lakhs of rupees to
defend themselves. Under
section 64A of the NDPS
1985, peqgple addicted to
small quantities of narcotic
drugs can volunteer for treat-
ment. This is a golden op-
portunity that should not be
missed. Potter Net TV shows
how addicts can change their
lives.

Itis not easy for any court
of law to sentence/convict
any accused person, and not
easy for any investigating
agency to blindly arrest any-
one. There are many reasons
why an accused person gets
bail and gets away. Few laps-
esmust be corrected. The first
page in a case file is always
the panchnama, where a spe-
cial NDPS judge will peruse

good in society. When an
NGO gets accurate informa-
tion that a person has drugs
in his person or premises of
vehicle they should inform
the authorized investigat-
ing agencies and not try
and accost the drug peddler
themselves. Ifadrug peddler
is intercepted, the best they
can do is to detain a persgn
in camera and inform the
authorized agencies. Suoh
NGO or individuals will
be rewarded handsomely
depending on the purity of
the drugs. Of course, they
will also be rewarded for
intercepting those peddling.
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS)'
also and the identity of the'
informer is kept secret. Un-
less the seizure is made by
authorised persons a court
of law will not accept the
statement of any person/
NGO who does the search
and seizure ofa vehicle car-
rying drugs or who searches
a home of a suspected drug
peddler because the drugs
were not lawfully recovered
from the person, premises,
or vehicle.

We live in an imperfect
world and a small error de-
tected by top-notch defence
lawyers will blow the case
apart and the drug kingpin
will walk away unpunished.
In this endeavour to tackle
drug abuse and smuggling
I wish the Police/ Investi-
gation Agencies/NGOs all
the best.
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Day of Reckoning

AFTER a 45 day wait the seven-phase results of
the election to the 18th Lok Sabha will be known
today. This will also put to rest the assumptions and
speculations about the results as the final tally will
be known by late evening. Since the last vote was
cast on June 1, last exit polls have been doing the
rounds and all of them seemingly veered towards
the BJP and its allies in the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA). Some independent researchers
have however contested these exit polls stating that
those conducting it have not been transparent with
the sample size and random testing methods. They
also wondered how these poll analysts could reach
the length and breadth ofa country as vast as India in
such a short while. TMC supremo, Mamata Baneijee
has accused the exit polls to have been manufactured
in homes much ahead of the elections. While this
might be an expression of frustration, many other po-
litical observers also feel that this time the exit polls
seem overly influenced by Prime Minister Modi’s
claims and his exaggerated self- image projection.

That said the real counting of votes will give a
clear picture of how different social groups have
voted, the regional dynamics, and much more. Every
news channel will have a panel of experts who will
giv? theirviews. Although there is today a small sec-
tion ofthe mediathat can be called “free and fair,’the
enlightened section of viewers can make their own
conclusions. But India is a diverse country with large
sections voting with their emotions and not reason
hence they will be inclined to follow their biases and
prejudices. The role of social media in this election
has been phenomenal. It allowed citizens a free ex-
pression oftheir likes and dislikes about the political
parties and candidates. Memes and YouTube videos
with points and Counterpoints flooded the internet.
This election eased the constricted feelings of citi-
zens under a regime that used all avenues to curtail
freedom to criticise. Suddenly, the people appeared
to have realised the strength of the vote and.began
to speak out freely. In that sense it was a "normal”
election which should help mitigate lurking fears
about the future of our democracy.

Coming down to brass tacks, it is evident that
the opposition INDIA, alliance has not been able to
gear itselftp take on the BJP and its allies on several
issues. The Congress Party was too Modi-focussed.
Besides the Party received a setback after its ac-
counts were frozen on some untenable pretext. While
Rahul Gandhi has led the charge againsthis archrival
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and his attempts at
undermjning the democratic tenets of this nation,
sections ofthe hoi-polloi supporting the BJP appear
to be against the idea of a secular, liberal India and
continues to believe that the Congress leans towards
Muslims and gives them an unfair advantage in the
distribution ofthe state’s scarce resources. PM Modi
has unfairly castigated the Muslims in his speeches.
Some of these bordered on hate speeches but the
Election Commission remained shamefacedly deaf
and blind to them. This is also one election where
people have seemingly lost faith in the independence
ofthe Election Commission of India because ofthe
manner in which the CEC mid his team are selected.
As the nation awaits a new Lok Sabha and a new
government to take charge, some have voted for
change while others have voted for the status quo.
That’s what democracy is all about.

State leadership

will determine

guality of State
University

Editor,

The establishment of
Captain Williamson Sangma
State University, Tura is a
welcome step, yetit needs to
tread cautiously and cannot
be over-ambitious in the im-
mediate future. Meghalaya
with the dubious distinction
of being a State with peren-
nial financial crunch com-
bined with misplaced pri-
orities, has to be pragmatic
since a university’s annual
expenditure can range any-
where between fifty to a few
hundred crores annually.

Understandably, there are
deep concerns on maintain-
ability and sustainability
of the University under the
State Government. It can
start with few departments
and should not think of af-
filiating colleges for at least
10 years. The Government
should allow the University
to settle down and shape up.
Here the newly set up Educa-
tion Commission of Megha-
laya can play an important
role in stabilizing it over the
years. The options should
be given to colleges who
they want to affiliate with
eventually. It will be very
unfortunate to see colleges
moving away from NEHU-
a 51 years old first Central
University of North-Eastern
region, to a newly set up
State university, which is yet
to be tested. We don t have
to go too far. Let S have

look atthe model Assam has
adopted and improvise upon
it. Assam has 2 Central Uni-
versities and 19 State Unir
versifies. In this regard, the
Meghalaya College Teach-
ers’ Association (MCTA),
the Principal’s Council and
civil societies will also have
to play a vital role.

The new University will
require a Vice Chancellor
with clear vision, compas-
sion, dedication and knowl-
edge with academic and
professional leadership and
one who does not possess the
mentality ofaprimary school
teacher. Ofcourse, the same
is expected from Vice Chan-
cellors of every university.
In the next 10 years or so,
the new. State University
should stabilize itself for a
steady growth by creating
infrastructure, recruiting
faculty and non-teaching
staff, initiating courses and
design curriculabased on the
needs and aspirations of the
people of Meghalaya. The
entire university should be
digitalized so thatall transac-
tion can be done online-right
from obtaining forms to
payment of fees, obtaining
mark sheets, certificates, etc.
without the peed to visit the
campus which will be a great
service to people living in
far-flung areas, particularly
those from the lower income
groups. Once the university
becomes well-established
and tested, then it can think
of affiliating colleges under
it. As the saying goes-haste
makes waste.

It is natural that there will
be some competition be-
tween NEHU and William-
son Sangma State University

What’s making news

Presently the prominent
talking points in the media
and in private circles are the
appointment of Idashisha
Nongrang as Meghalaya
Director General of Police
(DGP), drugs and the indig-
enous peoples’ debate.

The newsmaker Non-
grang created history by
being the state’s firstwoman
and tribal DGP. But it is her
distinguished service that
took her to the top. Political
parties and pressure groups
unnecessarily lobbied for the
former Director General of
Meghalaya, Civil Defence.
The NPP in KHADC even
credited the chief minister
and deputy chiefminister for
Nongrang’s elevation. These
entities do not believe in
systems. Evidently the 1992
IPS batch officer rose to the
pinnacle purely on merit.
Neither sex nor ethnicity was
responsible for her career
growth.

The acting DGP in 2021
assumed office on May 20.
She has a fixed two-year
tenure to make a difference
in the police establishment.
On her first day at work
she promised to change the
hostile perception of thfe
public on the police. She has
allotted time for the public tp
personally meet her. The law-
keepers are often branded as
a brute force against protest-
ing groups but a meek one at
the border. Videos oftear gas
shelling and lathi charge on
teachers at Secretariatvicini-
ty and women at Lumshnong
village; Jaintia Hills were
created along with visuals
of police personnel running
for cover from catapult at-
tacks in the border village of
Lapangngap. The new DGP
could turn the police into a
people friendly force.

*Notably the newly ap-
pointed DGP also vowed
zerotolerance towards extor-
tion oftruckers onhighways.
She even assured extreme
measures to curb it. She
claims the frequent and bla-
tant cases of extortion are
worrying police officials
and the secretariat as well.
The topmost officer might
firmly deal with extortionists
in the notorious stretch of
Shillong bypass for example.
She could be tough against
members of pressure groups
and thugs who indulge in
the unholy business but, it is
feared, she hasto alsoreinin
her own personnel who give
in to the temptation of mak-
ing quick bucks from plying
trucks. Once while traveling
from Umiam to Jowai, at
Mawryngkneng a police man
was with a stationery truck
on the left side of the road.
Onthe otherside was another
officer. After we drove pasta

butitshould be complement-
ing each other rather than
competing against each other
in the larger interests of the
people of Meghalaya. Some
examples include starting
new courses that are rel-
evant in current times with
good job prospects which
NEHU does not offer, or,
create expertise required
for the economic growth of
Meghalaya through well-
designed programs. In this
regard, NEHU too has to pull
up its socks. It has earned its
brand name through rigorous
and dedicated efforts of the
former Vice Chancellors,
faculty members, students
and non-teaching staffsince
inception but the brand is
fast degrading in the last
10-12 years. It has to behave
more rationally while deal-
ing with the affiliated col-
leges. NEHU has to act as a
big brother and handhold and
treatthem as partners in pur-
suit of academic goals and
excellence. It cannot afford
to act as the boss of these
colleges and force anything
on them against their will. It
cannot afford to forget that
itdoesn’t own them and as a
university they are affiliated
to, NEHU needs to provide
the academic mentorship and
quality control with mutual
respect.

The recent debacle in
CUET centres in NEHU is
the only reason for exemp-
tion ofthe CUET in Megha-
laya for admission to UG
programs and this doesn’t
speak well about an experi-
enced university which has
stood the test of time over
several decades. Similarly,
the hasty and haphazard

By Albert Thyrniang

co-passenger informed that
the police at the right side
was keeping watch of the
in-coming vehicles. When
no one is in sight he would
directhis colleague to pocket
the money from drivers. Itis
a daily and nightly affair he
revealed. Onthe way back to
Shillong a similar example
was noticed at Sohryngkham.
Before outward actions, the
DGPhasto sether ownhouse
in order.

News is splashed across
all media ofpressure groups’
operations against drug users
and peddlers. The govern-
ment is on collaborative
mode with NGOs, church
organisations, educational
institutions and village coun-
cils to tackle the menace.
Some ‘offenders’ were ap-
prehended by enthusiastic
volunteers. According to the
social welfare minister, Paul
Lyngdoh, Meghalaya’s suc-
cess rate in tackling drugs is
20%, that is, 15% more than
the national rate of 5%. |
would say, “hold your horses
before suchjubilation.”

It is easy to blame and
condemn drug addicts. They
need to be treated with com-
passion. A habit, good 0i bad
is hard to break. An addict
cannot give up a habit just
like that. This is true of any
addiction.

A groups ofmothers were
complaining, ‘Ki kpa Ki
khun ki dih buaid jan man
ka sngi. Ngi sneng ngi mai ia
ki hynrei kim sangeh.” (Our
husbands get drunk almost
every day. We exhort them
daily but they don’t give up
alcohol. After a patient hear-
ing this author simply said,
“From today don’t eat kwai
(areca nut and betpl leaf) or
use tobacco.” Surprised they
protested, ‘Why do you tell
us so’? My answer, ‘A habit
is the same. Before you de-
mand from your husbands to
quit drinking, firsttry to stop
the traditional consumption’
was my reply. About a week
later when | met a couple of
them they confessed they
could not manage without
Kwai. Sometime back an
article announced, “KWAI:
A difficult balance between
cultural practices & public
health concern.” Khasis and
Jaintias consider kwai con-
sumption as unique to them.
There fe a legendary story to
back the claim. Folks justify
kwai consumption insisting it
to be part ofthe local culture.
But kwai consumption is
not unique to the natives of
Khasi-Jaintia Hills. In Garo
Hills too people are fond of
kwai. In Assaih and other
north eastern states and in the

implementation ofNEP2020
in the undergraduate level
without assessing the ground
reality and'preparedness is
another cause of concern
among the general public
and teaching fraternity alike.
IfNEHU doesn’t learn from
its mistakes and if it keeps
repeating errors one after
another over a short period
of time, then it bound to
drive the colleges, students
and the general public away
from it. Everything is not lost
yetand NEHU canregain its
brand name provided there is
awill for arecovery and the
Vice Chancellor has to show
the way through immediate
corrective actions.
Yours etc.
Prof. Lakhon Kma
Shillong-4

Modi’s second
term

Editor,

Apropos of the editorial,
“Of exit polls,” (ST June 3,
2024), all 13 polling agen-
cies in the country in their
exit polls result 2024 have
predicted on Saturday that
the BJP led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) would
retain power at the Centre for
a third straight term, with the
BJP-led NDA expected to
win with a thumping major-
ity in the Lok Sabha polls
2024. Many exit polls also
predicted the BJP improving
its numbers from the 303
seats it won in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls. Ifthe exit polls
prove correct on Tuesday
June 4,2024. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will become
the only Prime Minister after

rest of India too kwai is con-
sumed in other forms. Just
for the record kwai (areca
nut), the fruit of the palm
species called Areca catechu
is native to the Philippines.
Betel vine (leaves) probably
originates from Indonesia.

Kwai consumption is hab-
it-forming and unhealthy.
But its “‘cultural’ connection
makes consumers continue
with the habit. The practice
also incurs unnecessary ex-
penditure. For any social
gathering kwai is a priority.
A person told this writer, ‘If
kwai consumption is stopped
what about those selling them
and the growers? Well, areca
nuts are used to manufacture
the best quality paints. As
for commercial uses of betel
leaves stimulants, antiseptics
and fresheners come from the
Piperaceae family. So, no one
will not go out of work.

In relation to drugs we
look at kwai as an intoxi-
cant. If we want our youths
to cease their habit (taking
drugs) parents should chal-
lenge themselves to give the
kwai eating habit. Likewise
parents who smoke and drink
should stop doing so for the
sake of providing good ex-
amples to the young. Only
then will we have the moral
authority to advise adoles-
centsnotto fall prey to drugs.
Parents can proudly say to
their children, ‘See we man-
aged to give up kwai, drinks
and smoke. You can also
come out of drug use. The
Latin proverb says, “Verba
docent, exempla trahunt,”
meaning - Words instruct,
illustration leads.

A flurry of articles and
letters have been gracing this
page debating on indigenous
people vis-a-vis conver-
sion. One letter specifically
states that Christians are
no longer indigenous. It is
true Christianity discards
many aspects of traditional
beliefs and culture. But why
target ChSSSanity alone?
What about Islam and Hin-
duism for example? Conver-
sion is conversion! Why the
discrimination? Christian-
ity reached India in the first
century itself. Islam came
with the CE 712 Arab inva-
sion. Today in Meghalaya,
the plains in Garo Hills are
dominated by ‘Muslims.” In
Laban (a Shillong locality)
there is a huge glass mosque
- the only one in India. Some
pockets of Ri Bhoi districts
have been ‘Islamised’. So
a section of the indigenous
populationtoo has epibraced
Islam.

What about converts to
Hinduism? If Christians and

Jawaharlal Nehru to win
three successive terms in the
Lok Sabha. Then the next
thing to watch isthe “NDA’s
100 Days Programme” after
the budget session which the
Prime Minister has asked
the bureaucracy to brace up
when he returns as the Prime
Minister for the third term.
On the economic side,
I think the Prime Minister
shouldnotencourage freebies
as itis bad economics, how-
ever cash grants to deserv-
ing categories like landless
labour and tenants should.be
encouraged through Direct
Benefit Transfer to help the
poor and vulnerable people
of our country. It will also
be interesting to see wheth-
er the Constitution will be
amended asthe BJP ledNDA
will be having the numbers.
Then there are areas which
require structural reforms
which includes education,
employment, environment
and police-judicial system
which have, not been at-
tempted extensively as they
are challenging. Programs
like Mudra loans and hous-
ing initiatives may be scaled
up.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email

A simple,
respectful
response

Editor,

I am thankful to Wal-
lambiang Rani for his letter,
“Who wants to abolish the
ST status?” ST (June 1,
2024) and to Hammarsing

Muslims are no longer indig-
enous so too Hindu converts
forthe reason that indigenous
religions and Hinduism are
distinctly different. A mis-
conception is created and
propagated that most tribes
in tiie North East have con-
verted to Christianity. This
is not true. Look at Assam.
Most ofthe plain tribes have
identified themselves as Hin-
dus. They were not originally
s0. The Meiteis in Manipur
and the Ahoms in Assam are
prominent examples, Many
among the Bodo, Deori,
Sonowal, Mising, Hajong,
Rabha, Karbi, Dimasa and
othertribes have cometo call
themselves Hindus. Many
of them celebrate Hindu
festivals. They have lost
their own culture. They have
forgottentheir own language;
Ifthese converts to Hinduism
remain indigenous so also
Christian converts'.

It is Christianity that pre-
serves cultures. In Assam this
is evident. Hill tribes who
are influenced by Christian-
ity are more vibrant in their
culture than the plain tribes
who have been influenced
more by Hinduism. With
regards to language it is
Christiaiis who have contrib-
uted towards preserving and
developing tribal languages
through publications of dic-
tionaries, grammar books,
text books, religious books
and other literary works. So
how can Christians not be
indigenous?

The CUET fiasco" too
was in the media glare. The
CUET fiasco in Meghalaya
is because NEHU caters to
the majority of students in
the state. Practically all the
colleges are affiliated to the
central university. There was
no such rush in Assam for
example because the states
has its osm universities. The
neighbouring state recently
declared that CUET is not
necessary for admissions.
Meghalaya can’t afford to

.follow suit. In our state stu-

dents who miss CUET may
drop out or forgo a year at
least. CUET has als6 re-
versed roles. Till class X1l
the poor and the rural stu-
dents study in ill-equipped
government schools while
the rich are educated in.posh
private institutions. CUET
has ensured that the rich
have easy access to central
institutions while the poor
are forced into private uni-
versities against their means
or give up on their dreams
altogether. Until the state
government is ready with
alternatives CUET should
be out. Like the Tamil Nadu
government an Assembly
resolution against CUET
should be adopted.

L Kharhmar for his article,
“Khasi by Faith,” also dated
June 1, 2024, in response tp
my article in The Shillong
Times, “Religion and Khasi
Tribal Identity,” (ST May 30,
2024), thereby giving me an
opportunity to clarify further.
The debate on Scheduled
Tribe status -vs- religious
conversion is an old issue
which is still brewing all
along notonly in Meghalaya
but in other parts of India
as well. I suggest that Wal-
lanibiang Rani read N.K.
Kehar’s letter, “Converts to
Christianity no longer indig-
enous” (ST, may 16, 2024),
James D’s letter, “Is Hin-
dutva influencing ST status-
vs-Christian conversion de-
bate?” (ST, May 18, 2024),
and Bhogtoram Mawroh’s
article, “Is religion the basis
ofindigenous identity?” (ST,
May 18, 2024). Hammars-
ing L Kharhmar’s reaction
to my article is natural and
expected. | would have re-
acted similarly if |1 were in
his place. Nevertheless, |
would like to let him know
that | highly appreciate the
role played by the Seng
Khasi and Sein Raj in guid-
ing the morail and spiritual
life of the people because
it is irrational to expect that
all Khasis would convert to
Christianity, Hinduism, Is-
lam, Buddhism, or any other
new religion.
Yours etc.,
Fabian Lyngdoh,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Earth Care:
Learning from Tribal
Communities

By Barnes Mawrie

We all know that tribal
communities maintain a
close relationship with na-
ture whom they revere as
their mother. The famous
movie Avatar demonstrates
the elemental relationship
that the Navi tribe had with
their natural environment.
In fact, the director, James
Cameron wanted the movie
to be pro-environmentalist.
In an interview he said,
“because that was my pur-
pose in making the film.
| wanted to make an en-
vironmentally. conscious
mainstream movie. And to
be fair to 20th Century Fox,
any of the other studios
would have said the same
thing. Fox ended up be-
ing enormously supportive
and wrote this huge check.-
But they would have been
much more comfortable if
| had eliminated what they
calledthe ‘tree-hugging’ele-
ments.” O fcourse, the-movie
depicts an imaginary Navi
world, but the message is
clear that we human beings
are primarily connected to
our natural world. Unfortu-
nately, modem civilization
has distanced humans more
and more from the rest of
creation. The tribal people
are always aware that they
live in the bosom ofMother
Nature and therefore they
would dp nothing to hurt
her. Some of the most evi-
dent factors that prove this
traditional attitude of tribal
people towards nature are:

a) Communion with
nature - The tribal people
cannot imagine an exis-

tence outside their natural
environment. Damage to
Mother Nature causes grief
to them. In the words of
Wangari Maathai, founder
of the Kenya Green Belt
Movement, “I am concerned
aboutthe wounds and bleed-
ing sores on the naked body
of the earth. Have we not
seen long-term effects of-
these bleeding sores? The
famines? Poverty? Chemical
and nuclear accidents? We
are responsible directly Or
indirectly. We are strangling
the earth.” This is the feeling
of tribal communities all
over the world as they wit-
ness the ruthless exploitation
ofnature.

b) Man-nature interde-
pendence - The tribal people
are always conscious that
they depend so much for
theft survival on Mother Na-
ture. They believe in amutu-
al interdependence between
humans and nature. Tribal
communities are agrarian
by occupation and so they
depend largely on the boun-
tifulness of nature. Tribal
myths and folktales speak
of the interaction between
plants, animals and people
as well as with their natural
relief and they affect each
other constantly. The aware-
ness ofthis interdependence
inspires respect and love for
nature. Thus tribal people
would always converse and
seek permission from nature
for anything thatthey require
from her.

C) Sacredness of na-
ture - Itis auniversal belief
among all indigenous tribes
of the world that nature
is sacred and ought to be
respected and revered. The
tribes of Northeast India
for example, believe in the
existence of nature spirits
who reside on mountains, in
rivers, forests, caves, lakes
etc. Such perception makes
them revere nature all the
more. In fact, among the
tribal people, nature plays
a sacramental role. This is
evident in the many myths
and stories where things
of nature, animals, birds,
insects, trees, plants, etc., be-
come God’s agents to rescue
humanity especially among
the tribes ofNortheast India.
Forthe Cherokee Indians the
eagle is considered a sacred
bird because it flies high and

delivers.the prayers to the
creator. For the Tlingit of
Alaska the raven is a sacred
bird and is considered the
creator of the stars and tire
moon. The Santals of In-
dia consider the tortoise as
the creator of land in their
creation myth. The practice
of instituting sacred groves
among many tribes of India,*
is another, manifestation, of
the sacredness of nature.
Our Khasi ancestprs werg
also wise and realized the
necessity of preserving the
natural resources and na-
ture’s biodiversity for future
generations. They did this by
instituting these groves and
declaring them as sacred and
inviolable. Everything tljat
are found in these groves,
the flora and fauna etc., pre
never to be violated in any
manner. ;
d) Sense of ecological
justice - The tribal peoplem
general maintain a very jjiist
and upright attitude towards
their natural environment.
They treat things of nature
as they would treat their fel-
low beings. Thus the sense
of fundamental equality
with other beings in nature
is very strong in them. They .
communicate with elements
of nature as if with fellow
humans. Among the Khar
sis of Meghalaya there is
a belief that in-the age of
innocence, both men.,and
beasts spoke the same lan-
guage and even kept a com-
mon market (lewluri-lura).,
Tribal people still maintain
a mutual respect with the
animal world and there was

no encroachment into the
other’s territory. There \yas
never a wanton destruction
of the natural environment:
The Nagas for example’;
maintain a harmonious rda?
tionship with nature andthey
would cut downtrees or huht
animals just for what th*y
need and not for commercial
purposes. Today the ecology.,
cal crisis pf Climate change
can be largely ascribed(tQ
the weakening ofecological
justice.

e) Protectors ofthee”
vironment - All around the
world, the indigenous tribes
continue to be protectors
of the ecology. However, 3j
is a war waged against the 1
powerful economic players.
Through legal processes
many ofthem have been able
to safeguard their habitats.
In India, tribal communities,
through the constitutional
provisions under the Fifth
and Sixth Schedules, are
able to protect their lands
from encroachment by out-
siders. It is true that tribal
communities all over the
world have been protectors
of the natural environment
since times immemorial.
Their symbiotic existence
with their natural environ-
ment, is still an inspiration
for the world today in fight-
ing the adverse impacts of
climate change. However,
the encroachment of the ,

.so-called “civilization” has

corroded tribal values like
termites. Today, many tribal
people have fallen victim to
materialism and consumer-
ism and in exchange, they
have destroyed the integ-
rity and purity of Mother
Nature.

In conclusion we can ask
the question: Cantribal com-
munities still boast of their
communion with Mother
Nature and can the world
look up to them for inspira-
tion? In the face of threats
from climate change like
surging temperature, flash
floods, drought and famine,
tribal communities can play
a very positive by showing
the world how “humans
are elementally connected
to Mother Nature and that
maintaining a healthy and
respectful relationship with
her, is the only way out of
this existential danger.”
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Powerx*is always dangerous. Power attracts
the worst and corrupts the best.”

Edward Abbey
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Peoples’ power
THE half verdict that Modi has managed this
election tells us that voters can never be taken
for granted. Having set a target of 400 + and
finishing at the halfway mark is a bigjolt for the
BJP. This is especially true because all political
pundits and psephologists had put out highly
bloated figures as their prediction. Modi may be
poised tor a historic third successive term but to
many this is a pyrrhic victory. Barely a couple
of months before elections were announced,
the BJP was upbeat and with some justification.
Riding on a wave of religious fervour created
over the Ram Temple construction at Ayodhya
and backed by a wide perception created by the
mainstream media, who would have imagined
that the BJP would receive such a drubbing
in Uttar Pradesh itself. It surely confirms that
religious polarisation has its limit. That a large
chunk of Hindu voters refused to fall for BJP's
brand of political Hinduism should tell Modi
that at the end ofthe day it’s the common man's
existential issue which has taken precedence

over religion.

This split verdict is a stern reminder that
India is a plural nation and not everybody is
prepared to buy the idea of forced uniformity.
Be itthe Dravidians along with their neighbour-
ing southern milieu, or small Northeastern tribal
states like Meghalaya, Manipur or Nagaland the
verdict is clearly against imposition from the
Centre. In his third term, the question that should
be uppermost in most discerning citizens is: Will
Modi learn any lessons and try to win hearts
rather than browbeating them will be critical to
holding the nation together. The CongreSs-led
INDIA alliance which virtually fought with its
hands tied after the Congress Party’s accounts
were frozen has sprung a surprise. They have
put up a creditable fight. No one gave them any
chance. Rahul Gandhi was constantly ridiculed
beyond proportion. If electoral success is the
be all and end all, now that Rahul Gandhi has
scored twin successes, at least he should be
spared'of personal attacks. Decency and civil-
ity in public discourses need to be restored and
Modi himself should lead from the front.

Inwhat is a lesson in adversity, in the changed
political contours, the BJP will now have to rely
on its-allies for the next five years for its survival
- a prospect that Modi did not anticipate with
the, “char sau paar,” slogan. How' well the BJP
manages its allies will depend on how much
flexibility the party shows. Closer home, the re-
sults were not too surprising. Voters of Shillong
and Tura constituencies voted for change. The
NPP’s tie-up with the BJP alienated a large
chunk of voters that see the BJP as a fundamen-
talist, right wing party out to impose its writ on
minorities - from the CAA to the UCC and the
witch-hunting of Christian minority institutions
in the neighbouring Assam. The people have
voted and demonstrated their powder to bring
down the high and mighty. Their mandate must

be respected.

Letters to the Editor

Don’t take
voters for
granted!

Editor,

The VPP victory in the
Shillong Parliamentary seat
was predicted by many. For
once there was a sort of
meeting of minds across the
Khasi-Jaintia Hills especially
in rural Meghalaya that this
time they would send a new
MPto Parliament and a wor-
thy one in Dr Rickv Syng-
kon, a gentleman-politician.

The NPP is seen as a party
of the ‘high level’ with no
concern for the poor and the
downtrodden. This message
has spread far and wide and
the VPP is seen as a paragon
of hope that would cleanse
the system of its proclivity to
make available the resources
of the state to a select few
who are enclosed inside a po-
litical circumference. People
are neither deafnor blind and
mav seem powerless because
thev are pov ert\-sti ick.cn
but the vote giles them the
power to reward and punish.
Politicians tend to forget this
lesson that if they can be
voted to power they can also,
be made to bite the dust.

The victory of Congress
candidate Saleng Sangma in

the Tura Parliamentary seat
too was predicted earlier on.
People of Garo Hills wanted

a change. People rallied .

round him right from the
campaign period. They want
an MP who is available and
knows what ails the region.
When an MP or MLA is
elected repeatedly, he/she
invariably takes the voters
for granted. This is why
Agatha Sangma was voted
out and so was Vincent Pala.
This election also proves that
the Congress part) may have
been down but is not out and
it can resurrect itself under
the right leadership and if
the party uryts at the grass-
roots level are activated.
These units are what the
Congress party used to draw
it's strength from. Sadly they
have been left to wither.
Now it remains to be seen
as to \\ hat happens to the All
India Trinamool Congress
(A1TC) in Meghalaya. -Will
it still survive or will the
dissidents who abandoned
the Congress return to their
original place? Much will
depend on the Congress
High Command which now
needs to change tack and
renew its commitment to the
sen ice of the people.
Yoars etc..
HK Nong'.um,
Via email

Environment Day & Indifference
to Forest Management & Protection

1lhis year the World En-
vironment Day falls just a
day alter the declaration of
the Lok Sabha elections re-
sults. The two newly elected
Members of Parliament from
Meghalaya will deliberate on
various subjects that concern
the Stale and the Nation.
Will environmental issues
be the priority for them? Or,
Will other issues take prece-
dence?
Environment Day Rituals:

The degraded state of the
environment is very alarm-
ing and unless some radical
measures are taken by ev-
ery stake holder to arrest
this environmental decay,
we the Hynniewtrep and
Achik people are heading
lor a disaster sooner than
we thought. Nonetheless,
Government ministers and
officials will still perform
their rituals and give pep
talks on how to manage and
preserve the commons and
forests. Also, they will scare
us away with their hyperbole
and experiences in some G20
summits or Climate Change
Conferences which they had
attended somewhere in the
Univprse at the expense of
public money, but at the same
time lack the commitment
to protect and restore our
environs which we borrowed
from our children.
The Landmark Decision

on the Ban Of Felling

of Trees:

. In 1996, the Khasi Stu-
dents’ Union (KSU) along
with other citizens, like Kong

Patricia Mukhim etc., were.

co-petitioners seeking a 10-
year ban on tree felling and
export from Meghalaya in
the Shillong Bench of the
Gauhati High Court. Simul-
taneously, the same matter
pertaining to forest and en-
vironment degradation was
filed and heard by the Su-
preme Court of India in the
writ petition entitled, “T.N.
Godavarman Thirumulkpad
V5. Union of India and oth-
ers”. Taking cognizance of
the notice mentioned before
it, the Supreme Court gave
the following orders, “It has
been brought to our notice
that a PIL matter Civil Rule
(P1L) SH No 1 of 1996,
Paul Lyngdoh Versus State
of Meghalaya pending in
the Shillong Bench of the
Gauhati High Court which
has been filed by the Khasi
Students’ Union is "also a
related matter. It is therefore
appropriate that the matter
is also heard by this Court
as a connected matter. In
view of the fact that in the
matters pending in this Court
every facet of the problem,
throughout the country is
under consideration, it is
appropriate thatmo aspect
of this matter be considered
separately by any Court in
any form. Accordingly, we
direct the transfer of Civil

Great Minds
on India

Editor,

I am honoured to be pre-
sented with the book ‘Great
Minds on India’ by Salil
Gewali from the man him-
self. After reading through
the book lam impressed by
the effort taken by the author
to research and compile the
views and opinions of so
many outstanding scholars,
scientists, philosophers and
writers from across the globe
on the contributions made
by ancient India to human
civilization in different fields
of human activity.

Dr. Kalpalatha Guntu-
palli, Professor, Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine, Houston,
Texas. USA, writes about the
book, “the book chronicles
the worldview of India, not
what India thinks ofherself’.
Great personalities such as
Albert Einstein, T.S. Eliot,
Erwin Schrodinger, Julius
R. Oppenheimer, Queen
Frederika of Greece, Prot.
Arthur Holmes, Bernard
Shaw. Barack Obama, Jean
Sylvairi BailK, are just a
few among others, who have
expressed their opinions
as compiled in this book,
though compact in size,
this "research-based book”

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

Rule (PIL) SHNo 1o0f 1996
to this Court...”

Thus, the PIL ofthe KSU
was tagged along whereby
the Supreme Court deliber-
ated in-depth on the matter
and subsequently delivered
a significant judgement in
the widely'known "T.N. Go-
davarman Thirumulkpad vs.
Union of India" case in 1996.
Among other directions, the
Supreme Court gave specific
directives to the Northeast-
ern States and the rest of
the country in paragraphs
4 and 5 respectively. These
can be quoted thus- “There
shall be a complete ban on
the movement of cut trees
and timber from any of the
seven Northeastern States
to any other State across the
country either by rails, roads
or waterways...” (para 4) and
in para 5 the Court directed-
“to each State Government to
constitute within one month
the Expert Committee in or-
derto (i) identify areas which
are forests , irrespective
whether they are so notified,-
recognized or classified un-
der any law, and irrespective
of the ownership ofthe land
of such forest (ii) identify ar-
eas which were earlier forests
but stand degraded, denuded
or cleared and (iii) identified
areas covered by plantation
trees belonging to govern-
ment and those belonging to
private persons.” Moreover,
the Court examined in detail
all aspects of the Rational
Forest Policy, the Forest
Conservation-'Act, 1980. It
emphasized that the word
forest” must be understood
according to its diction-
ary meaning of the term
irrespective of the nature of
ownership and classification
thereof’.

The Impact of the Ban:

The adverse impact of
the ban, especially on the'
livelihoods of the poor in
the State of Meghalaya, was
extreme. According to Tiplut
Nongbri, “While the judge-
ment is a major victory for
environmentalists and wild-
life lovers in the city, it came
like a bolt from the blue for
the poor forest dwellers and
indigenous communities of
north-east India...” There
was a big chunk of rural
populace, especially in the
erstwhile* West Khasi Hills
District whose livelihoods
were dependent on timber
trade. Unfortunately, most of
them were not land or forest
owners but mere daily wage

labourers who worked under »

big land/ forests owners and
timber merchants. On the
other hand, there were these
land/forests owners, who
after the ban came together
as a consortium (temporary)
and explored or rather ex-
ploited every b'it of “tradi-

also gives a briefwrite-up on
the background of each one
of the brilliant minds who
have been mentioned in this
publication.

Our own philosopher poet
Soso Tham had written in
one of his poems, “ Jingstad
ngi wad sawdong pyrthei,
jingshai ka Ri ngim tip eiei”
(knowledge we seek around
the world, wisdom of our
own we know nothing at
all) is very apt when relat-
ing to this book because the
Hynniewtrep people are also
known to be “kabalarim bha
(Ancient) ka ba stad (Intel-
ligent) bad ka ba jylliew
(Deep)”. The book’s trans-
lation into many languages
is an acknowledgement that
this book is a must read for
people with ‘an inquisitive
mind’and those who want to
enrich their world view.

Thank you once again
Salil Gewali for a treasure
of a book that allows me to
make a critical study into
the contributions of ancient
India to the world vis-a-vis
the India that we live in to-
day with the hope that India
today and India tomorrow
will not disappoint the world
nor its own citizens.

Yours etc.,
Michael N.Syiem
Via email

tion”, like the land holding
and land tenure system of
the “Jaitbynriew” and tried
to convince every authority
on the way that the Khasis
as a tribe, have a unique
culture. They deliberately did
this to save and serve their
individual interests and not
the “Jaitbynriew”.

Ih fact, the conceptofland
in Khasi socio-cultural polity
and(the idea of commons or
community/clan own lands
indeed stand in opposition
to the interests of timber
lobby. Again, we witnessed
the trend of coal mine own-
ers coming together in the
name of indigenous rights
to ownership of land etc
to safeguard their business
interest during the National
Green Tribunal imposition
of ban on rat hole mining
in 2014.

The Expert Committee

Report: A Reflection

of Indifference

In 2023 after the amend-
mentto the Forest Conserva-
tion Act 1980 was passed a
series o fpetitions were filed
before the Supreme Court
against the Amendment Act
and the matter is pending for
hearing in the Apex Court.
It has been reported that
experts and activists claimed
that the Amended Act is
diluting the environmental
protections for forests. Fur-
ther, the amendment led to
opening vast tracts: of forest
land (including deemed for-
ests and community forests,*
which are not officially re-
corded as foreits) to human
activities...” Therefore, in
its interim order the Apex
Court directed all States and
Union Territories to uphold
the definition of forests as
stipulated in the 1996 judge-
ment. It also mandated that
all States and Unioii territo-
ries must submit the reports
ofthe Expert Committees by
March 31. The report must
contain alcomprehensive
record of forests*identified
by Expert Committees estab-
lished according to the 1996
Judgement. . .

In response, the Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya
had submitted the report
of the Expert Committee
vide letter No. MFG.39/51/
XXV111/18,503 Dated March
7, 2024, via the Assistant
Inspector General of Forest,
Government of India, Min-
istry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change. The
above-mentioned Report,
(which was attached to the
letter), is the same Report
of the Expert Committee
constituted in 1996 in ac-
cordance with Para 5 (i),
(ii), and (iii) of the Supreme
Court's interim directions in
Writ Petition Civil No. 202
of 1995.

Call for
genuine change
& development

in Meghalaya

Editor,

The election results inthe
Shillong constituency mark a
significant and much-needed
shift in our state's political
landscape. The active par-
ticipation of the youth in
the voting process has been
particularly commendable,
demonstrating a robust ex-
ercise of democratic rights
and a collective desire for
real change. This should
serve as awake-up call to all
political parties: ifyou do not
prioritize the development
and welfare of the people,
you will face similar conse-
quences again.

The electorate has clearly
voiced their demands, which
include improvements in
education, employment gen-
eration, traffic management,
and other pressing issues
that affect the daily lives
of ordinary citizens. It is
imperative for the parties to
heed this message and begin
working earnestly towards
these goals. The mandate
given to the winning parties
in Shillong and Tura is not
a mere victory; it is a call to

Although, the land system
and multiple power cen-
ters in Meghalaya mark the
complexity of Forest man-
agement and conservation
in the State. But the Report
of the Expert Committee in
this regard s very telling and
reflects the lethargy of both
the State and community to
address the issue.

More than two decades
had elapsed since the Expat
Committee had worked out
a report on behalf of the
State of Meghalaya as per
the direction of the Apex
Court (The Report is avail-
able @https//parivesh.nic.
in/certificates/forms/Me-
ghalaya_Expert_Commit-
tee_Report_newpdf). Onpe-
rusal ofthe report, it is quite
apparent that no attempt
had been made so far to cre-
ate land and forest records’
and lay down the policy to
regulate the traditional land"
forests system in Meghalaya
which will result in sustain-
able development as against
the rampage of extensive
and extractive mining and
deforestation.

The introduction to the

Report puts in perspective
the magnitude ofthe lethargy
of both the State and com-
munity when it comes to the
environment. Undoubtedly
as stated m the Report,
In Meghalaya the State has
control only a small fraction
of the total area and those
areas are Reserved forests,
Protected forests, National
Paries, Sanctuaries, gardens
and the records of which are
available with the Govern-
ment. While the remaining
areas, the revenue r<cords
like in some other states
wherein Cadastral Survey
of land are updated from
time to time are notavailable
in Meghalaya. These areas
are under the control of the
three Autonomous District
Councils”.

The Reporffurther states
that attempts have been made
to source from District Coun-
cil authorities the approxi-
mate figures related to forest
areas under their manage-
ment and control. After a
series ofmeetings, itappears
that reliable area figures are
notavailable with them since
a regular Cadastral Survey

« for the entire State has not

been conducted. It is also
recorded that the Director of
Land Records categorically
pointed out that Meghalaya
is a Non-Cadastral State.

Meghalaya is facing nu-
merous challenges, including
pollution, deforestation, and
climate change. Therefore,
it is Essential to evolve and
strengthen environmental
regulations' and practices in
favour ofconservation ofour
natural resources oflatad, riv-
ers and forests for the benefit
ofall citizens and notjust for
the elites,

action requiring a top-notch
performance dedicated to the
people's needs.

A corruption-free admin-
istration is crucial for the
progress of our state, The
new leadership must ensure'
transparency and integrity in
their governance. The voters
have shown that they will no
longer tolerate complacency
or malfeasance. Now, it

*is up to the newly elected
representatives to deliver on
their promises and work for
the welfare of all citizens,
regardless of caste or creed.

To the other political par-
ties: this is your moment to
reflect and act. Start work-
ing now towards tangible
improvements in the lives
of your constituents, or the
upcoming MDC elections
might bring an even bigger
shock. The people of our
state are no longer passive
observers; they are active
participants in their future.

Letusremainvigilantaid
hopeful, and see what posi-
tive changes this new wave
of leadership will bring to
our beloved state.

Yours etc.,
R Sarki
Shillong

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Robert Clements

Silence Has Spoken..!

With the election results
now out, one fact is obvious,
thatthe silence ofthe people
has voiced itself through
the voting finger. And obvi-
ously they were so silent
that even the exit polls got
them wrong! Why? Because
we’ve never given them an
actual voice to speak!

The other day | was asked
to speak at the Nkmala Ni-
ketan College in Mumbai
about, “Giving a Voice to
the Voiceless’, It seemed as
| began to speak, | heard a
.whisper, “Wliat If, you Bob
should not be the speaker
here today, but the speaker
be we the so called voice-
less!”

“What?” | nearly cried
out.

“What we need Bob,”
the imaginary voice con-

is not to be fee voice ef
our people but to teach our
people to use their voice!”

How exactly do you give
them a voice? | believe that
the one way you and | can
do the needful is by opening
the windows of opportunity
and hope to them? Become a
‘window opener-wallah!”,

“Window Opener-Wal-
lah?” you shout across to
me, “What exactly do you
mean?”

“Ah well,” | say, “What
happenswhen you open your
windows in the morning af-
ter getting up from bed?”

“I let the sunshine im”
you say, looking at me hesi-
tantly.

“Right! In one movement
of the opening, you let the
beauty of the outside cope
in, after the darkness of tfif
night™. * ; f.

BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

timied, “is not fou trying
to speak for us, but you
and your friends equipping,
enabling and empowering
us the voiceless people of
our country to speak for
ourselves?”

Well it wasn’t really a
voice, but suppose that is
what the silent ones in our
country, the poor and down-
trodden are trying to say?

That our role is to give
them a voice!

What if, instead ofa silent
billion accepting the dole
their masters in Delhi or
Mumbai hand over to them,
their voices, once freed by
us, clamour, demand and
receive what is their right-
ful inheritance, because we
equipped them with a voice
that would demand their fair
and equal share?

Ourjob | believe is'akin
to an ENT surgeon or throat
doctor, or voice trainer. Our
job I believe is to open their
mouths, widen their vocal
cords, and let,them speak.

For this to happen you
and | have a duty: Our job
is to remove the shackles
that have driven them to si-
lence. Tonotjust show them
that our nation is a democ-
racy, notjust take the heavy
bound Constitution we love
brandishing and place it on
their laps, saying, ‘here this
is yours,” but to show them
how to use laws in their
panchayats, housing societ-
ies and workplaces that in
watching themselves win,
and seeing justice is deliv-
ered in these small attempts
they will be emboldened to
use bigger laws and bigger
legal fights for their fair and
rightful share to equality and
their rightful share of roti,
kapada and makan!

Our task is to remove the
muzzles placed on them by
an oppressive police force.
To gradually take away their
fear of the police, the fear
of government servants and
to explain to them what
these government servants
actually are supposed to be
— servants, meant to serve
them, not loud-mouthed bul-
lies who want to be served
and bribed.

Ourjob also is to remove
the thought from their minds
that if they are of a religion
which is not of the majority
that they have lesser rights,
and to explain they have
the same rights of any other
Indian in this country.

Ourjob is to show them
their right to protest! A fun-
damental right that today
unfortunately is branded as
activism, and thought of as
sedition.

“Yes,” | said as | finished
my new speech, “Our job

So often lookitjg at the
brokenness of people around
us, we wonder what role
we can play, and 1 like the
example of being a windejv
opener. We don’t try to op$n
all the windows, we just
open a window near u;

How?

Youjust cater to the needs
ofthat one person in despair,
that one person who needs>a .
small bit of financial help;
orjust your shoulder to cry
on. Just open that small
window within your reaph
and let golden rays flow itjtQ
their lives.

“But Bob,” you say, look-
ing at me doubtfully, “That
singlewindow | opendoesn’t
help the rest ofthe world ly-
ing,broken around me!”

“It does!”

Whenyou open that win-
dow, others around you see,
what you are doing. They
see you feeding that stray
dog looking helpless and
desolate outside, and even if
they are not dog lovers their
hearts also see the change
in that animal, and they feel
compassion flowing throug
them. :

When you open a wiji-
dow and let the sunshine
into someone’s life, by just
saying a kind word or doing
a good deed, it starts an epi-
demic and soon a contagious
movement ofwindow open-
ing follows.

They see the sunshine
you have allowed in and they
want to bring in the same,’

There’s another aspect
too. | believe that such
window openings are, also
glimpses of heaven.

. Because in your»kind
deed or gesture you are also
giving the world a peek of
the glory that lies above! *

“That,” you are actually
telling the world, “that bitof
sunshine youjust felt isjust
a bit ofthe warm embrace
a God above is willing!®
envelope all ofus with!” 1;

Because a window is
actually just a hole in the
wall isn’t it?

A hole that shows us
the beautiful outside, and
whenwe actually go out and
feel the breeze and see the
trees and flowers, we realize
what that little peep told us,
“There’s more outside!”

So be a window opener-
wallah to the world!

We just saw the silence
of our people voicing them-
selves, now let’s open win-
dows for them, and let the
sunshine into our country..!

The Author conducts an
Online Writers and Speakers
Course. For more details
send a thumbs-up to him on
WhatsApp 9892572883 or
bobsbanter@gmail.com ,
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“There are dark shadows on the earth, but
its lights are stronger in the contrast

—Charles Dickens
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VPP arrives; NPP annihilated
AFTER 44 years a regional party - the Voice of

Peoples Party (VPP) has been able to breach the |

citadel of the national parties to enter the august
portals ofthe Lok Sabha through the phenomenal
victory of its candidate Dr Ricky A J Syngkon
who has surpassed all other MPs in terms of the | as “Sentwith a purpose” and
winning margin at 3,71910. The last person to
have been elected from the All Party Hill Lead-
ers’ Conference (APHLC) in 1980 was Bajubon
Kharlukhi. Before that Hopingstone Lyngdoh of
the Hill State Peoples’Demaocratic Party (HSPDP)
was elected in 1977. It was evident that there was
anger brewing among the masses owing to gross
deprivation of their basic necessities which they
attribute to poor governance and corruption. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
voters have responded by giving a decisive vic-
tory to the VPP candidate primarily because the, yojitical parties. 1t seems
party has vowed to tackle corruption and provide
clean governance. The NPP is identified with
the purported ‘high level’ who call the shots in  Modi, himself, considers this
the government and who are seen to be flaunting
their wealth in a state that is the third poorest in
the country and where 37% of people are stated
to be living below poverty line (NFHS-5). There
is a point beyond which people will not tolerate
political apathy and high-handedness or indeed within their coalition to form
the insensitive and conceited assertions of Deputy
ChiefMinister, Prestone Tynsong at different plat-
forms. Now it is for the VPP to prove itselfas a to secure a third consecutive
pro-people-party and give voiceto their concerns.
The word ‘people’is a"E>in the nomenclature of
ttie NPP. But in the read worldmo political party BJP lost many seats and
iteally consults people in policy-making. Will the
VPP lead the way in this democratic process?

Also the VPP has to now decide who to align Parliament, but does not have
with at the national level since a regiohal party
with a single MP would have to close ranks and
align with the parties that are closest to its ideol-
ogy. For now the choice is the NDA or the INDI
Alliance. The VPP has not publicly spelt out its
options. The annihilation of the NPP which is jarat’s chief minister and
leading the coalition government in Meghalaya
is now complete. Bqth its candidates were routed
with the Shillong candidate faring a poor third.
The Congress party was able to rejuvenate itself
and win the Tura seat. Gauging from the spon-
taneous support that Saleng Sangma was able to : Congress-led Indian National
gamer itwas evident that the people of Garo Hills
were with him. In both seats the NPP’s alliance
with the BJP - a party that is overtly communal, i its decline and differing sig-
anti-minority and oppressive to the extreme in its
assault on personal freedoms and its propensity to
quash voices of dissent in its 10-year rule.

It would be in the best interests of Meghalaya
ifthe VPP and Congress were to speak in unison hadjoined forces to “protect
and draw the attention ofthe central government
to the development lacunae in the state amongst
other concerns. People have voted for a change his grip on power in India,
and they yearn to see that change in action!

Letters to the F.ditor

Regional
politics wave

on ground zero

Editor,

The high voter turnout
in the Shillong seat for the
Parliamentary elections
(73.76 %) was the writing
on the wall for what was
to come. While it bacamp
clear on April 19 that the
Voice of the People Party
(VPP) was going to win a
landslide victory, wliat was
not clear was how-big the
landslide was going to be.
What was also not clear was
how much incursion was the
new party going to make into
the vote banks of NPP and
Congress in Jaintia Hills.
Butthe complete washout in
all ofJaintia Hills, in almost
all of Khasi Hills barring
two Assembly Constituen-
cies, and in almost all of Ri
Bhoi barring two Assem-
bly constituencies, means
that the coming KHADC
and JHADC elections are
a foregone conclusion. It
also means that VPP is now
the kingmaker, in the literal
sense as it will produce the
next administrators over the
Himas and Elakas.

In actuality, the huge vic-
tory of the Congress may
also mean that the GHADC
elections too are a foregone
conclusion.

Coming to the national
scene, while the NDA has
been elected to a third term,
it is clear that it is running
on its last legs, but it is also
clear that the Congress Party
will ncltbe able to reclaim its
former-prestige in national
politics. The next five years
may see an unprecedented
wave of regional politics
throughoutthe country, asthe
people get wary of BJP, and
will notlook to the Congress
Party either.

2024 Polls outcome mav lead to dilution of Modi’s authoritarianism

Coalition govt a good signal
for our vibrant democracy

The perception of su-
periority surrounding Nar-
endra Modi has unexpect-
edly collapsed. The election
outcomes on Tuesday were
disheartening for Modi, who
has often referred to himself

set an ambitious slogan of
‘Abki baar, 400 paar’ (This
time, above 400). However,
this slogan may have had un-
intended consequences as the
prospect of such a'massive
majority sparked apprehen-
sions among the underprivi-
leged about potential changes
to the Constitution.

At age 73, Modi and his

have achieved remarkable
success compared to other

they are on track to secure
a third consecutive term for
Modi as Prime Minister.

accomplishment as a monu-
mental milestone in India’s
history. Nevertheless, despite
the possibility of his party
losing some seats in Parlia-
ment, they may have to work
together with smaller parties

a government.
Modi, who could become
only the second Indian PM

term, hailed it as a historic
milestone in India’s history.
Instead of a big win, the

has fallen short of a simple
majority. It is leading by a
small margin in the 543-seat

the required 272 seats on its
own.. However, its coalition
partners have picked up extra
seats. The election results
are a setback for Modi, who
has always won majorities
in previous elections as Gu-

India’s prime minister and
has been a dominant figure
in Indian politics for the past
10 years.
This outcome also re'pre-
I'sents an unexpected come-
back for the Opposition

: Developmental Inclusive Al-
liance (INDI Alliance), going
against earlier predictions of

nificantly from both exit polls
and pre-election surveys.
When the results became
clear, the stock markets inthe
|, country experienced a sharp
! fall. Opposition parties who

the nation’s democracy,”
celebrated the outcome. Al-
though Modi strengthened

he discovered his political
linfluence had its limits. He

leaders as representatives of
their concerns, which they
believe are being ignored
by an elite establishment.
.Populism emphasizes the
struggle between the morally
virtuous people and a corrupt,
self-serving group of elites.
Populists define the people
based on socio-economic
class, ethnicity or nationality,
while viewing the elite as a
broad establishment that pri-
oritizes its own interests over
those of the people. Populist

Perhaps, the presenge of movements often have char-

VPP in the national politics
with absolute backing of
the people, along with other
regional parties, may at some
point trigger a bigger wave
of regional politics as the
only obvious solution to the
current impasse ofhaving to
choose between the BJP and
the Congress. Perhaps, both
the BJP and the Congress will
mcease to be the "bus drivers"”
by 2029.
Yours etc.,
Kitdor H. Blah,
Shillong

Is populism
good or bad?

Editor,

According to the news,
“VPP rides on populist poli-
tics” (ST June 5, 2024),
populism is a political move-
ment that aims to appeal to
the people by positioning its

ismatic figures who present
themselves as, “the voice of
the people.” For instance,
former US President Donald
Trump positioned himself as
a populist leader, claiming
that a small group in Wash-
ington DC had benefited
from the government while
the people suffered.
Populism can be found
across the political spectrum,
including both conservative
and liberal variants. It tran-
scends typical left-right divi-
sions and is characterised by
anti-establishment sentiment.
While populism can em-
power marginalized groups,
it is sometimes criticized for
encouraging demagoguery or
authoritarianism. Economists
associate it with extensive
public spending programs
financed by foreign loans,
which can lead to hyperin-
flation and subsequent belt-
tightening measures. Popu-

By Girish Linganna

effectively made the elec-
tion all about himself, even
though it is typically fought
on a constituency basis.

In a statement released
on X, Modi expressed his
optimism and announced that
his coalition had secured a
third term. He described this
achievement as aremarkable
milestone in the history of
India.

A lenient interpretation of
the outcome for Modi would
suggest that his party’s vic-
tory at the local level was
possible only because of his
personal efforts, despite its
unpopularity. Alternatively,
it could indicate that his
carefully nurtured image has
reached its peak and he can
no longer evade the public’s
dissatisfaction that eventu-
ally catches up with most
politicians.

It is unclear how Modi
will respond to the situation.
He may intensify his efforts
to suppress any opposition
to his authority,-or he may
be humbled by the voters’
decision and the necessity
to collaborate with coalition
partners who do not hold
the same Hindu-nationalist
beliefs as he does.

The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and the Janata Dal
(United) will, indeed, be
kingmakers in the foimation
ofthe new government. With
16 seats in Andhra Pradesh
and 12 seats in Bihar, re-
spectively, these parties hold
considerable influence in
determining th£ formation of
the next government. Their
commitment to secularism
is particularly important, as

ister nine times, his coalitions
have often failed, resulting
in the termination of his
terms. However, Kumar has
consistently bounced back by
forming new alliances.

the biggest blow for PM
Modi’s party (fame from
Uttar Pradesh. With 80 par-
liamentary seats, UP wields
significant influence in na-
tional politics and, is often
seen as the key to Delhi, the
seat of the central govern-
ment. It is noteworthy that
both Modi and the Congress’s
Rahul Gandhi hold seats in
this state.

The defeat in the Faizabad
constituency highlighted how
some ofthe major initiatives
of the prime minister had
failed to resonate with the
voters. The Faizabad con-
stituency is significant as it
is the site ofthe Ram Temple
in Ayodhya. The temple’s
grand inauguration, planned
just before the election cam-
paign, was expected not only
to consolidate Modi’s Hindu
supporters, but also attract
new followers.

e Some BJP workers noted
that the party’s emphasis.on

.the Ram Temple may have,

alienated many Hindus from
the lower castes. The Opposi-
tion accused PM Modi of fa-
vouring upper caste interests,
which4hey argued limited
opportunities for disadvan-
taged Hindus to overcome
long-standing oppression.
This perspective was high-
lighted ik a BBC report.

To counter potential losses
in his northern stronghold,
or the Hindi heartland, Modi
aimed high for this election.

it raises hopes among those @He wanted to make inroads

who oppose Prime Minister

inthe more prosperous south-

Modi’s efforts to prioritise ern regions of thecountry.
Hinduism in Mdia® govet-" *He. made soma JtabgritsS in

nance.

Naidu, a technocrat who
served as Andhra Pradesh’s
chief minister three times
and played a crucial role in
promoting India’s techno-,
logical capabilities, made
a comeback after being in-
carcerated for several weeks
on corruption allegations
last year. Additionally, his
party is leading in the state

.elections of Andhra Pradesh,

indicating that the 74-year-
old Naidu is likely to secure
another term as the state’s
chiefminister.

The second BJP partner,
Janata Dal (United), from
Bihar, is led by Nitish Ku-
mar, who has a reputation
for frequently changing his
political affiliations. Despite
serving as Bihar’s chiefmin-

lism represents a complex

Kerala. However, overall in
the South, he found it chal-
lenging to surpass the 29
seats his party had secured
out of 129 in the previous
election.

One of the biggest set-
backs forthe BJP in southern
India was that it seemed to
have failed once againto win
any of the 39 seats in Tamil
Nadu. Modi had campaigned
vigorously in Tamil Nadu,
even spending two days med-
itating in a coastal town as the
election drew toll closes. India
has a history of chaotic coali-
tion governments, although
some in the early-1990s and
2000s were instrumental in
bringing about economic
reforms. If the BJP forms
the government, it will have
to rely on its allies and will

and impact have evolved

interplay between people ®over the years. Populism

and the elite, often fuelled by
discontent with established
political structures.

Here are a few examples
of recent populist leaders in
the world. Donald Trump,
the former American Presi-
dent is considered a classic
populist. His political style
involves railing against vari-
ous elites, such as media or
courts, while positioning
himselfas standing up for or-
dinary people. Hugo Chavez
of Venezuela, the now-de-
ceased former President, was
a populist leader who came
from a poor background.
He aimed to overturn the
power of the wealthy elites
in Caracas and give it to the
poor. However, Venezuela’s
subsequent autocratic dicta-
torship under his successor,
Nicolas Maduro, highlights
the potential dangers ofpopu-
lism. Anotherpopulist leader
in recent times is Juan Peron
ofArgentinawho focused on
eliminating poverty from the
country. His ideas continue to
influence the Peronist move-
ment, which blends nation-
alism with support for the
working class.

Populism has a long his-
tory and continues to be
relevant today. Originally,
it was a progressive move-
ment rooted in the economic
and political realities of its
time. However, its meaning

often”centres around issues
of inequality, labour precar-
ity, and power imbalances in
capitalist societies. While it
is sometimes associated with
radical right-wing ideologies,
it is essential to recognise
that populism can manifest
across political spectrum.
Yes, populism persists and
shapes contemporary poli-
tics. While populism can
resonate with many people by
addressing their concerns and
promising change, it also has
potential downsides. Populist
leaders often oversimplify
complex problems, offering
straightforward solutions
that may not fully address
underlying issues. Populism
tends to create an ‘us vs.
them* mentality, pitting the-
‘common people’ against
elites and minorities. This
can lead to polarization and
hinder constructive dialogue.
Some populist leaders exhibit
authoritarian tendencies,
undermining democratic in-
stitutions and checks and bal-
ances. Populist policies such
as protectionism or excessive
welfare spending, can have
unintended economic conse-
quences, affecting stability
and growth. Populism often
prioritizes short-term gains
over long-term sustainability,
potentially neglecting crucial
investments or reforms.
Some historical instances

need to adopt a more collab-
orative and consultative ap-
proach. This reliance makes
the government vulnerable
to collapse if the allies feel
ignored. The party, once seen
as all-powerful, now depends
on its allies, unlike Mnh 2014
and 2019.

The election outcomes will
revitalize the Congress-led
Opposition, which has often
faced criticism. The INDIAI-
liance remained intact despite
facing turbulence in February
when one of its key lead-
ers, Nitish Kumar, withdrew
from the alliance before later
rejoining the BJP.

Uiider the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi, the Opposition
conducted a vibrantcampaign
and made significant prog-
ress, despite limited resources
and biased media coverage.
The future appears promising
for the Opposition as the BJP
currently holds around one-
third of India’s 4,000+ state
Assembly seats and they have
previously been defeated by
regional parties. In the next
14 months, five states are
scheduled to hold elections,
all of which could witness
intense competition.

The BJP may confront
significant challenges in Ma-
harashtra, Jharkhand and
Haryana this year, as they
face tough competition in
these regions. Thf forthcom-
ing elections in Delhi could
also present difficulties, while
Bihar’s regional dynamics in
October add another hurdle to
overcome.

India requires significant
efforts and reconciliation
moving forward. The econ-
omy is experiencing growth,
primarily driven by govern-
ment expenditure. However,
inequality is also increasing.
To sustain this progress, there
is a need for higher private
investment and iflCifeisd"
consumer spending. It is
crucial for the lower-income
and middle-class populations
to have more disposable in-
come to stimulate economic
activity.

Modi has faced backlash
for marginalizing Muslims,
who have experienced a
disproportionate amount of
violence. His governmenthas
been accused of suppressing
dissent, resulting in promi-
nent Opposition leaders being
imprisoned under what they
claim are fabricated charges.
However, third terms in office
have often presented chal-
lenges for many leaders, as
unexpected and unpredictable
events can veer governments
off their intended course and
disrupt their plans. (IPA Ser-
vice)

of populism

Populism has arich history
and some notable «ones are
that the United States Populist
Movement was active during
the late 1800s, champion-
ing the interests of ordinary
citizens. The Populist Party,
formed in 1892, advocated
for progressive taxation and
direct democracy through
popular initiatives and ref-
erendums. In the mid-20th
century, populism became
associated with leaders like
Juan Peron in Argentina,
Getulio Vargas in Brazil and
Hugo Chavez in Venezuela.
They combine charismatic
appeal with policies aimed
at empowering the common
people. In the early 21st cen-
tury, populist authoritarian
regimes emerged in coun-
tries like Turkey, Poland and
Hungary. These leaders often

consolidate power by claim- j

ing to embody the will of the

people. We have to note that

not all forms of populism are

the same, and their impact

varies depending on context
and leadership.

Yours etc;

VK Lyngdoh

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

stands beaten

By Jagdish Rattanani

It is now evident that the
people of India have rejected
the Modi-ised version of
the BJP. The BJP is well
short of a majority in the
incoming Lok Sabha on its
own steam and has. to that
extent been contained. Even
ifthe BJP-led NDA forms the
government atthe Centre, the
narrative that isbeing pushed
as this piece is being written,
it opens the possibility of a
heavily-chastened BJP being
forced to bow to the dictates
ofcoalitionpolitics. The new
partners that the BJP will
have no choice but to listen
to, particularly the Telugu
Desam Party of Chandrababu
Naidu and’the Janata Dal
(United) of Nitish Kumar,
have acquired new strength
and have already demanded
key portfolios, according to
reports! This in itself puts
brakes on a runaway BJP

playing its own haughty tunes.

with a self-righteousness that
many Indians have come to
despise.

Under these circumstanc-
es, we can conclude that the
days of a Modi-led, com-
mand-and-control obsessed
BJP riding roughshod over
sentiments across the politi-
cal spectrum may be over. No
longer can this be the party
of one path, one election,
one man, one tjuth. The
people of India, particularly
voters across Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal and Maharash-
tra, have ensured that the
BJP learns some key lessons
about the rainbow of colours
that go into the making of
white light.

This is the least that 2024
elections bring, with the pos-
sibility of mahy other twists
and turnsthat are in the hews,
including important ques-
tions ofthe ability of Modito
continue at the helm even if
*he government is led by the
BJP. The hollowed-out party,
by now unused to raising any
rchallgftg&ota™king qMef-
tioris of its leadership, will
take some time to absorb the
results arid will likely look to
the RSS for cues to raising an
internal revolt, an event not
as unlikely as it looked just
a day ago.

Further, the reported
threats under which some
of the poll alliances have
been signed by the Modi-led
party, an example being the
ugly manner in which Ud-
dhav Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
and Sharad Pawar’s NCP
were broken in Maharashtra,
leavesopen the possibility of
breakaway factions returning
to their base parties and the
NDA itself shrinking. There
are some reports, uncon-
firmed yet, that legislators
and the newly elected candi-
dates from the Shinde faction
ofthe Shiv Sena, allied with
the BJP, are in touch with the

"original Shiv Sena ofUddhav

Thackeray, wWho has stood
against the BiJP and is with
the INDIA alliance.

It is equally likely that
Narendra Modi will attempt
to do what he is best at -
threatened by the electionre-
sults, he will look to seize
more control and double up
on opposition-bashing along
with the politics of vendetta
thathas been the hallmark of
the party for the last several
years. This brook-no-oppo-
sition tendency can bring
new twists to the post poll
scenario. The first speech of
Modi atthe BJP headquarters
late Tuesday evening indi-
cated that he is not particu-
larly humbled by the result
and he used the word “Modi
ki guarantee” again, though
just once, and not the way
the term has been used during

_the campaign. Time will tell
“ifthis is a put-on bravado or
: an indication of more Modi-
) style politics to come, and if
- it comes after a backroom
endorsement from the RSS or
isindeed aploy to checkmate
opposition building against
him internally. What was not
to be missed, however, was
the point made by Modi that
this will be a “NDA sarkar”
- a self-declared and a tell-
ing change from everything
Modi that the party and its
politics have been reduced
to thus far.

From the election prom-
ises that were called “Modi
ki guarantee”, to a series of

schemes; projects, institu-
tions and even a cricket sta-
dium, Modi will go 4owH as
the person who took,over .a
party and put it in service Qf
and for one man, consumed
by a self-love on the ,one
hand and a bitterness»that
saw him sink the political,
discourse to a new low-on.
the other hand. The capture
of a party that once claimed
a breadth of leadership, the
promotion of those who
serenaded Modi and the
competitive communalispi
thatwas used to burnish cre-
dentials and as a shortcut to
limelight and power, are™1
a part of the story that built
the myth of the .so-called
Modi magic. Since itwas’all
tied to Modi and his trusted
number two, Home Minister

:Amit Shah, the blame of all

that has gone wrong at the
hustings will also reston the
shoulders ofthe two who to-
gether are derisively referred
to as the 1.5 leadership’.-of
the BJP. N

It is not out of place to
mention that a large part of
the fell of the BJP from the
self-declared lofty targets is
directly linked to the arro-
gance ofthe ‘1.5 leadership”
Maharashtra stands out as
an example; Modi called
Sharad Pawar Jhe “bhats”ti
,atma” (a directionless seal)
after drivmg a wed'geifo ms
family; he called Uddhav
Thackeray, the son of $al
Thackeraf a “nakli h&nf, <ir
a fake, injecting new levej
of venom into a political
divide that he created/ Yet,
none ofthis need have Degii
if the Modi-Shah'combine
had allowed Thackeray to =
continue as Chief Minister;
for another term after the
last Assembly elections, in
Maharashtra. %>

By refusing to give him *
the post, they forced Thapk?
eray to befriend the Cph*
gress-NCP, and after he 3i&-
that to form the government
in the State, the .BJP gejtite
agencies after Sena leaders!
They eventually split the
Sena to form a govemmept
with breakaways - alwayj
looking, for the short-term
prize and an ego-boost at
the cost oflong-term grovrth
and grass roots political
work with the decency aid
mutual respect that might.be
expected ofa senior political
partner.

This approach has been
in play at other levels wjth =
other partners, a result;of .
which is that the leader-
ship is not trusted, is sew
as playing dirty tricks and
is seen as using partner?
only to gobble them up. It
is known that Chandrababu
Naidu does not really har-
bour good sentiments forthe
BJP leadership, particularly
Modi. True, he was in an al-
liance with the BJP in these
elections but most of tlje
alliances with the BJP are
rooted in political compul-
sions and to escape the threat
of harassment by Modi’s
investigative agencies. The
controversy forcibly kicked-
up in Odisha against Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
on his health was equally
negative, and left a bad taste.
Even though the BJP has
won Odisha, the methods
that have likely succeeded
here are the methods that,
have lost it power elsewhere
and ruined the name of the
party and led to it being sepn
as narrow, vicious and foil
of vitriol.

Finally, the results show
that money power is not
enough to win hands down.
There is no doubt that the
Modi sarkar had foil control
ofthe machinery, media and
poured in unmatched money,
its ill-gotten wealth from
the later declared illegal
electoral bonds and from
other sources. Despite all
this, it failed. In that, it is a
reminder ofthe wisdom ofV
P Singh who once had said: '
“In India, you can lose an
election for want of money,
but you cannot win just be-
cause you have money.”

(The writer is ajournal-
ist and faculty member at
SPJIMR. Views are per-
sonal) (Syndicate: The Btt-
lionPress) (e-mail: editor@
thebillionpress.org)
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Don't watch the clock; do what it does.

Keep going.”

— Sam Levenson
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Stability a casualty

THE tamed BJP-led NDA is set to form the
government for the third consecutive term by
virtue ofthe upper hand it retained in the 2024
General Elections. That strength will be solidi-
fied albeit for now by the backing it was offered
by the JDU of Bihar’s Nitish Kumar and the
Telugu Desam of AP’s Chandrababu Naidu,
which returned to the NDA after seasons of
alienation. The BJP and its alliance partners have
reposed faith in Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and sought his continued leadership to run the
next government. The script so far is fine. But,
there is little doubt that the political stability
that Prime Minister Modi provided the nation
in the past 10 years will now have to face the
litmus test. Both Kumar and Chandrababu are
undependable allies and had personally targeted
Modi in the past. They can be depended on to
keep him on his toes if the new government is
*headed by Modi himself; Modi will be touching
74 in September and he’s one year away from
the 75-rule he imposed on other BJP leaders vis-
a-vis the handling ofpublic office. While he can
continue to be inthe driving seat for a little over
a year before he crosses this line, there already
are several irs and but’s.

We were so far exposed to a ‘strong’ Modi.
Yet, the 10 years he led the nation saw modest
achievements. He stated a day ago that the need
now is to fight corruption and introduce more
reforms; matters he allowed to drag on despite
the old promises on these. With the likes of
Chandrababu Naidu, or Sharad Pawar giving
him security cover now, cleaning the Augean
Stables can only be a wishful thinking. An ambi-
tious Nitish Kumar ora scheming Naidu would,
in future, be too willing to ditch the NDA ifthey
are promised the PM post in a new realignment
offorces. Politics isthe artofthe possible; more
soTorunscrupulous leaders. Indiais sure to wade
into a period of instability as the people have

given an unclear verdict.

The Congress party with close to 100 seats in
Parliament regained its strength to respectable
levels. Whether this will reflect in the way that
those like Rahul Gandhi conduct themselves is
worth awaitand watch. The end ofthe season of
Modi Prabhav is likely to spell more trouble for
the BJP. Internal dissension can be anticipated
and the organisational strengths ofthe BJP are
guestionable. It relied on Modi for votes. That
scenario has changed at least for now/ Worse,
the main battleground state, of Uttar Pradesh
has changed its colour and the SP-Congress al-
liance has outwitted the BJP there. This cannot
be a time of celebration for India as the future

appears ominous.

Role of
NDA allies
significant

Editor

The mandate in the re-
cently concluded general
elections has brought in a
lot of questions, introspec-
tions and pushes political
parties to think of better
strategies ahead of 2024.
The election has been a big
lesson for the BJP with the
party squandering 31 seats in
the Lok Sabha and is down
to 32 to be the party with
the single largest majority
in the NDA alliance. This
has allowed the allies who
have agreed to support the
BJP on certain conditions to
extract their pound of flesh.
The portfolios that the major
allies will be demanding
from Mr. Narendra Modi
will be a thing to wait and
watch. It will put to the test
the tactical skills of the PM
designate. The way the re-
sults have turned out shown
re-emphasizes that fact that
the people of India who
have seen the previous two
tenures of the BJP-led NDA
government being driven
by a Modi-fied image of
bulldozing issues and going
against people sentiments.
This has put the brakes on
his future ambitions such as
changing the Constitution,
pushing the UCC and CAA
amongst othocs. For the B Jr
to deal with experienced

politicians like Chandrababu
Naidu and Nitish Kumar
will be a different ball game
altogether considering the
leverage that they currently
have over others. They are
a group that will tread cau-
tiously on issue that alienate
people. They have already
made their demands clear to
PM Modi. The coming days
will be interesting to watch
the role of the two key 'king
makers'.
Yours etc.
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar
Via email

Media and
ECI failed in
their duties

Editor,

It is said that when the go-
ing gets tough, the tough get
going. This can be said about
the never-say-die attitude of
nearly all the opposition par-
ties at the national level and
especially aboutRahul Gan-
dhi and his strenuous Bharat
Jodo Yatra and Bharat Jodo
NyayYatra. The opposition
parties did their duty ofrais-
ing the people's grievances
against rising inequality,
unemployment, and prices
in the Parliament and the
streets. They did it in spite of
having a level playing field.
They faced unprecedented fi-
nancial inequality among po-
litical parties and allegedly
"preferential” treatment from

Analysing the Meghalaya
|_ok Sabha results

By Patricia Mukhim

For the first time per-
haps, the results of the MP
elections in Meghalaya did
not take us by surprise. But
before we ourselves could
dissect tfie win and loss,
the CM of the neighbouring
State of Assam, Himanta
Biswa Sarma has given his
convoluted verdict - that
the results in Manipur, Me-
ghalayaand Nagaland which
defied the saffron flag were
all due to the Christian Mis-
sionaries and their intrusion
into the politics ofthese three
states. Since he is the leader
of the North East Develop-
mentAgency (NEDA) where
development is happening
in his home state only, he
would have to answer to his
bosses on why the BJP or its
allies could not win all 25
seats from the North Eastern
states. This time all that the
BJP and its allies could get
are 11 seats from Assam, 2
from Arunachal Pradesh, 2
from Tripuraand 1ally from
Sikkim making it_a total of
16 out of 25 MPs from the
North Eastern states. The rest
9 seats went to regional par-
ties and the Congress.

Coming to the Meghalaya
results, the Voice of Peoples’
Party (VPP) as far as po-
litical interpretation goes
has been following a policy
of populism which appeals
to peoples’ emotions and
their most cherished values
of self-esteem which they
feel has been lost owing
to the poor governance by
a political elite which has
deprived them of their basic
needs- Stark poverty has
pushed parents to pull their
kids out of school and make
them work. Forget about
providing them a nourishing
diet because the prices of
essential commodities have
shot through the roof. Even
with free rice (Modi rice)
people still need to buy meat,
vegetables, dal, tea leaves,
all ofwhich are unaffordable
for an average lower middle
income family that inhabit
our villages - villages that
have no roads or, very bad
roads where power is not

assured and water supply is .

an unfulfilled promise. The
Jal Jeevain Mission actually
needs urgent auditing be-
cause while pipes are fitted
everywhere all the flows
through the pipes are hot
air!

It is to such a destitute
population that the VPP’s
appeal resonated the most.
What politicians don’t learn
or learn too late is that the
roots ofpolitical dysfunction
lie deep in society. Politics
in Meghalaya has become a

investigative, agencies.

Moreover, they got little
support from the media. Just
like the opposition parties, it
is the duty ofthe mediato ask
the government questions of
the people. Media is abridge
.between the ruling (and
opposition) parties and the
people. But a large section
ofthe fourth estate preferred
the role of cheerleading the
ruling batting side.

Rahul Gandhi's Bharat
Jodo Yatra and Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra successfully cre-
ated adirectbridgeto connect
with the people. Being on the
streets for months gave him
an opportunity to directly
listen to the people. This is
one of the reasons why the
Confess manifesto for the
2024 Lok Sabha election
becomes more pro-common
people, pro-women, and pro-
Dalits than their previous
manifestos.

The Congress party has
been the ftiain opposition
party of India since 2014.
Therefore, a call for a Con-
gress-mukt Bharat sounds
like a call for an opposition-
mukt Bharat. It is a despotic
call to end democracy in
India because democracy
can not function without
opposition parties.’

Apolitical leader instruct-
ed the audience in some re-
cent election campaigns not
just to vote for his political
party but to punish the op-
position parties by pressing
the EVM button as hard
as possible. This is in sync

game ofthe “high level” with
people seen as an entity that
can be made to vote by offer-
ing them some crumbs. What
is Rs 2000 or even 5000 in
today’s inflationary trends.
A gas cylinder itself costs
close to Rs 1000. This is
the socio-economic context
in which large swathes of
Meghalaya’s population live
in and politics is embedded
in this social context. The
poorer people are the more
alienated they feel and the
more do they see voting as
an exercise that ehables one
person to getrich overnight.
That person contesting is
not even one of them. He
lives elsewhere far from the
daily ground that pinches
them. He is only a visitor to
the constituency. This has
been the plaint of people
in the villages | visit every
now and again. During the
campaign period everyone
said, “Lah u prah phei ba
peit ia ii ba jot ba pei” (We
prefer the VPP!with the win-
now symbol because they,
reach out to us honestly and
feel our penury). This stance
echoed far and wide. Those
that can read the signs should

understand that the statistic.

that Meghalaya is the third
poorest state in the country
is as real as it can get. But
who cares about statistics in
Meghalaya? This is what the
VPP has tapped on.

Coming to the NPP, it
is evident that the Party
was over-confident about
translating all the MLA con-
stituencies into votes for the
MP candidate. That would
have happened to an extent
‘but the last straw on the
camel’s back was broken
when an over-confident Con-
rad Sangma decided-to be an
ally of the. BJP and ride on
the popularity of Narendra
Modi. That bravado is a
nightmare thatwill keep him
awake ina long time. Conrad
Sangma in his second term
has become over-confident
as much as Prime Minister
Modi has. Actually, a suc-
cessful CM and in this, case
the President of the NPP,
has to make decisions while
radiating hesitancy; staying
open-minded in the face of
new evidence and not fall
into the trap that afflicts
those with excessive self-
confidence because politics
is too slippery a game even
for the veterans.

In the Garo Hills, the
NPP’s alliance with the BJP
was what turned the tide
in favour of the Congress.

with the call. The guarantee
0400 plus seats again bears
not only pride but also an
aspiration for an opposition
free football match where a
team can score as many goals
eas it wants. -

The mandate of voters in
the election is for democ-
racy and against-using reli-
gion and fault lines between
communities as a political
tool. The fault lines between
communities have been used
in tfte recent election cam-
paigns as a red herring and
to polarise the voters.

Political leaders hold-
ing the most responsible
constitutional posts are not
supposed to play this game.
However, the theory of de-
mand and supply points a
finger towards the people. In
order to answer the criticism
for showing sadistic violence
in the movies, the movie
makers always say that they
are doing it because audi-
ences want to see violence
to get entertained.

An anchorofa TV debate
also throws the ball to the
people's court when he is
confronted with uncomfort-
able questions regarding
on-screen debate becoming
a platform for abuse and
verbal violence.

It is a vicious circle. A
cigarette company, for ex-
ample, gives advertisements
associating cigarette smok-
ing with fashion and free-
dom to increase the demand
and starts producing more
cigarettes ifthere is arise in

1

What is an example that
merits to be emulated is that
people were spontaneous in
their support of Congress
candidate Saleng Sangma.
They donated generously to
the expenses. Perhaps they
were disillusioned by an
MP who was distant and not
with the people at their hour
ofneed. This is also a lesson
to future politicians not to
take peoples’ affection and
their loyalty for granted. It
is unfortunate that the Con-
gress candidate in Shillong
could not generate as much
following as Saleng Sangma.
The campaign was staid and
unimaginative. Perhaps if
a younger candidate like
Manuel Badwar had con-
tested it would have been a
different fight.

As far as the UDP is con-
cerned, it remains a party
that hunts with the hare and
hunts with the hounds. It is
a regional party only during
elections and then slips back
into a comfort zone of align-
ing with national parties,
That’s its raison d'etre for as
long as one can remember.
But the UDP is smugly ar-
rogant and believes the VPP
will have a short-lived love
affair with the people that
elected it to the Lok Sabha
because the populism with
which it rode to victory will
be atough actto follow. They
are nottoo far offthe mark in
this! The VPP has notbeenin
the seat ofpower yet and can
only hope to be inthe driving
seat in 2028. But even then,
without any footfall in Garo
Hills it will be difficult for
any party to even dream of
piloting the state. The VPP
has already alienated the
Garos by its demand for a
revision of the Reservation
Policy. How the Party deals
with his enigma is for them
to figure out. Its hot the busi-
ness ofpolitical spectatorsto
even contemplate on that.’

A congenital disorder
afflicting political leaders
is arrogance. Meghalaya is
a tiny state. Its politicians
need to converge on some of
the thorny issues that afflict
this state. Political ideologies
are meaningless if they turn
people into arch enemies. A
political ideology is some-
thing that is crafted after con-
sulting with the hoi-polloL It
isnot drafted by intellectuals/
academics with no idea of
the ground realities. But
from years of observing
state politics one discenis a
strange political arrogance
{hatprevents politicians from

demand. But the question is
how to break the circle.
The statutory warning
against cigarette smoking
effected a cut in the demand.
In the same way, the censor
board can check the por-
trayal ofunnerving violence
in films. Similarly, it is the
responsibility ofthe Election
Commission of Indiato take
prompt action against the use
of religion and fault lines in
an election campaign. It is
highly unfortunate that the
Election Commission pre-
ferred to look the other way
on many occasions.
Yours etc.,
SujitDe,
Kolkata

The new
Arthashastra
in NE India

Editor,

Recently the 7th edition
of the Indo-French military
exercise dubbed 'Shakti'
was held at the Joint War-
fare Centre in Umroi show-
casing the best brains and
brawns in crafting military
strategy and tactics. The
major takeaway from such
engagements is working
towards future threats in an
uncertain environment. Units
from the Rajputana Rifles to
the French Foreign Legion
showed how far the relation-
ship has stretched. After the
declaration of the election

cutting across party lines
to debate as a group and
(not as rivals wanting to
score brownie points) on
issues that defy solution in
Meghalaya. Psychologists
aver that arrogance is a sign
of insecurity and low self-
esteem, and it can damage
relationships and reputa-
tion. Political parties should
learn to listen to one another
instead of talking over each
other. Every political party
has something to contribute
towards the thinking process
so that all the thinking is
not left to the bureaucracy.
And in Meghalaya we have
a bureaucracy that has out-
sourced that thinking to a
plethora of consultants. An
audit ofhow much/is paid to
those consultants and what
are the outputs and outcomes
would reveal that there has
been no discernible impact
on the ground. "o

Some politicians have
said that the VPP won on
emotive issues and a popu-
list agenda - which it may
or may not be able to fulfil.
For large sectipns of voters,
the voting this time was an
expression of frustration
against the ruling party and
it’s apathy towards their
agony. The VPP stepped
into this vacuum of a huge
trust deficit and convinced
people that it‘represents
their concerns which has
hitherto been ignored by a
governmentrun by a class of

. affluent elites. Social media

has added spice and fired
people’s imaginations as to
what ‘people’ power .which
is what the VPP has turned
itself into, can actually do if
given the mandate.

There is enough literature
to tell us that populism is not
sustainable in the long run
because converting political
promises into ground-break-
ing action is a tall order in a
state with limited resources
and huge developmental
gaps. Most parties that ride
on the wave of populism

» soonbecome mainstream and

then follow the conventional
route. O fcourse, this conclu-

'sion rests on the understand-

ing ofpopulism being purely
a short-term challenger actor
and an episodic phenom-
enon. However, the VPPwill
contest this and say it will
remain on the straight and
narrow; Well for the sake of
the millions that have voted
for this Party ofthe “People”
we hope that their hopes are
not dashed to the ground.
Long live Democracy!

results, Northeast India and
its security paradigm should
be taken seriously by the
new government as proxy
elements alongside our 5,500
km (approx) vulnerable bor-
ders are watching us more
closely than ever.

Such joirit endeavours
with foreign forces enables
security forces to combat
unconventional warfare in
cyberspace, narco-terrorism,
financial terrorism and EMP
technology which could
render instability to the eco-
nomic architecture while
pointing to high unemploy-
ment rate statistics amongst
youths who might fall into
the bear trap.

The pulse of the people
and its various demands is
a balanced concept while
taking every stakeholder on
board and being accountable
but that depends on wisi
leadership. Kris Paronto's
book 'The Ranger Way' out-'
lines the principles of how
leaders deal with their prob-
lems, accepting responsibili-
ty thereby opening awindow
of opportunity towards better
learning and ideas.

Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Chandrababu Naidu in driver’s seat
in national politics after 2024 polls

Modi 3.0 Govt’s fate

on

his future moves
BySushil Kutty

Chandrababu Naidu is no
‘Comeback Kid;’ not at his
age. The only kid’intoday's
Andhra Pradesh is Jana Sena
founder Pawan Kalyan, the
Telugu actor who played
a stellar role in bringing
together the Telugu Desaln
Party and the Bharatiya
Janata Party. If any title fits
Chandrababu Naidu, it is
that of ‘Mr. Negotiator.’ The
Jena Senaispartofthe NDA
but, if there is a weak link,
it is Naidu’s Telugu Desam
Party along with Nitish Ku-
mar’s Janata Dal-U.

Naidu and Nitish are un-
predictable and prone to
lapse into amnesia. The two
would be a clear and ever
presentthreat to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi if they
join his coalition. Fact is,
the duo would be a clear and
present danger to even'an
INDI-Alliance government
if the alliance forms a gov-
ernment with their support..
The gospel is Chandrababu
Naidu’s rebounds are as
surgical as Nitish Kumar’s
turnarounds.

Naidu and Nitish also
share a history ofdoing their
utmost to bring down Modi
1:0 and the Modi 2:0 gov-
ernments. Their opposition
to the Modi style of gover-
-nance lasted till as recently
as when the INDI-Alliance
was bom earlier this year.
If Nitish Kumar was active
inthe INDI-Alliance, Naidu
couldn’t decide whether to
join Modi. At the end ofthe
day, he chose to align with
Modi.

Today, Chandrababu
Naidu controls 16 Lok Sabha
MPs and Nitish Kumar has
12° What is in GBN’s mind

is asliard to gaugg as it is to
imagine what Nitish Kumar
could do overnight? Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
would age 100 years in six
months if Nitish and Naidu
are part of Modi 3:0. The
uncertainty will keep Modi
o>tenterhooks. First things
first, therefore, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will
-have to straightaway bestow
special category status on
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar.

For those who don’t
know and those who forgot,
Chandrababu Naidu cut his
negotiating teeth inthe mid-,
1990swhenthe United Front
was in the middle of trying
to pick a Pxime Minister for
India. The bifurcation of
Andhra Pradesh and the cre-
ation of Telangana in 2014
cut to size Chandrababu
Naidu and the revenue loss
to Andhra Pradesh because
of Hyderabad going to Te-
langana. It was a body blow
to the TDP from which it is
still to recover.

‘Over the last 10 years,
Telangana has raced ahead
in terms ofclout and money
while Andhra Pradesh stag-
nated under the firm han-
dling ofJagan Mohan Reddy
whose YSRCP took a mas-
sive pasting in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha and
Andhra Pradesh assembly-
elections. Earlier, even as
LOk Sabha elections 2024
was fast approaching, Chan-
drababu Naidu was arrested
and jailed on corruption
charges. That Naidu feels
vindicated after the double
electoral triumphs is an un-
derstatement.

Now, Naidu has promised
eternal supportto aNarendra
Modi government and no-
body believes him though
he is playing a crucial role
in making Modi a third-
time Prime Minister, which
is a very important goal
for Narendra Modi whose
‘Nehru-fixation’ is the stuff
of legends and Naidu is an
enabler. This, after the TDP

Supremo spent the entire
period of 2014-2019 gun-
ning for Modi when Naidu
was Andhra Pradesh Chief.
Minister.

The INDI-Alliance par«
ties know the Modi-Naidu
history like the back oftheir
hands and the INDI-Alliance
can’t stop talking of Naidu
these days, after Modi’s
BJP lost majority in the
Lok Sabha. How Chan-
drababu Naidu stood up to
Modi’s dictatorial -style of
governance isbeing told and
retold on TV and radio and
at public podiums all over
India. INDI-Alliance lead-
ers haven’t a chance in heH
to form a government, but
that isn’t stopping them from
wooing ChandrababuNaidu
whose equation with DMiy
Chief MK Stalin and Shiv

, Sena UBT head Uddhav
Thackeray are excellent *
* In fact, Stalin and Naidu
met at the “airport” on June
5 and now Naidu has post-
poned the inauguration of
the next TDP government in
Andhra Pradesh by several
days. Surely, the BJP will
be worried not only because
it will be part of the hgit
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment led by Naidu but also
because TDP has promised
to be part of the NDA gov,-
emment led by Modi at the
Centre. Naidu is capableof
upsetting the Modi applecart
even before Narendra Modi
takes a bite from the applel

Trouble is, considering
Chandrababu Naidu’s his-
tory, it doesn’t'need
much of an imagination
to visualize Naidu doing a
flip-flop. If Nitish Kumar
is ‘Paltu Ram’, Naidu is, a-

version. Already, some of
the demands put forward
by the TDP are giving Modi
reason for pause. This In-
cludes choice of ministerial
portfolios and first right on
the ‘NDA convener post’.
Will Narendra Modi be aBle
to say ‘No’to Chandrababu
Naidu?

An,d why should Chan-.
drababu Naidu take ‘N o’ for
an answer, when a call for
‘Yes’is the bargaining chip?
Prime Minister Narendif
Modi will have the option
to silence and mollify Naicta
by giving Andhra Pradesh
special category status wflk.

> aspecial financial packagetb
pull the state out ofthe eco-
nomic distress it has found
itselfin ever since the bifur-
cation of Andhra Pradesh
before 2014. According 1o
the TDP, the state inherited
59 percent ofthe population,
debt, and liabilities and only
47 percent of its revenues

Today, Naidu will be
Chief Minister of an agrar-
ian state.

Naidu will not settle for
peanuts. He had asked for
special category status frojn
Modi 1:0. In March 2018,
Naidu pulled out two TDP
ministers from the Modi
government on the issue
— P Ashok Gajapati Raju
(Civil Aviation) and Y Sa:
tyanarayana Chowdhary
(MoS, Science and Technol-
ogy and Earth Sciences).

/ * Then, Modi didn’t need
YDP support. Today, he does'

' require the TDP but Reports
say the third-time Prime
Minister-to-be is fighting
pressure for,cabinet berths
in the Modi 3:0 government
from Naidu and the TDP
demand for the Speaker’s
post. BJP sources say “MpS
and Deputy Speaker’s posf’
are on the table, take themor
leave them. Former Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
is proving to be as tenacious
anegotiator as Chandrababu
used tp be in the mid-1990s.
(IPA Service)
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Meddlesome Assam CM
IT is out of character for the Chief Minister ofa
state to interfere in the voting pattern of people
in another state. Chief Ministers usually main-
tain a certain decorum which is that of mutual
respect towards one another since all of them
enjoy equal status irrespective ofthe size ofthe
state or population. But the Assam Chief Min-
ister, Himanta Biswa Sarma continues to revel
in the idea that it is his prerogative to question
the voting pattern of people in Meghalaya, Na-
galand, Manipur and Mizoram and to attribute
it to the influence of a ‘certain religion.” The
above four states bucked the trend, in Manipur,
a BJP-ruled state, the BJP could not return
even one MP out of two. Both seats went to the
Congress. Although the Assam CM did not spell
out the name ofthe religion it is obvious that he
was hinting at Christian missionaries preaching
against the BJP and influencing people to vote
against it. This allegation assumes that the hill
tribals are easily swayed by religion and do not
have a mind oftheir own in terms of who they

choose to vote for.

In Assam, Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched
a movement against educational institutions
run by Christian missionaries and instructed
them to remove the statue of Christ put up in
the school premises. This even while Biswa
Sarma has himself been revoltingly spreading
the Hindutva agenda in his home state and dur-
ing his campaigns elsewhere in the country. He
reviled at Muslims as being illegal migrahts out
to dispossess the Hindus in his state of Assam. In
terms ofthe coarse language he uses to demonise
Muslims, Biswa Sarma is equal only to his boss
-Narendra Modi. In May 2016, after the Assam
Assembly elections the North-East Democratic
Alliance (NEDA) was formed by the BJP. It
included all the 8 north-eastern states since by
then all the states were ruled by the BJP or its
allies. Himanta Biswa Sarma was the convenor
of the NEDA. The sole purpose of the NEDA
w'as to give shape to Narendra Modi’s slogan
of, “Congress mukt Bharat” (an India divested
of the Congress Party). Himanta’s a.ntipathy
towards the Congress - a party where he cut
his political teeth was evident from his public
speeches where he regularly lambasts the Nehru-
Gandhi family and Rahul Gandhi in particular.
When Rahul Gandhi visited Assam during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra in January 2024 Biswa Sarma
did his best to make it difficult for him to move

across the state.

It does not take much to figure out why the
Assam CM is despondent after securing only
16 ofthe 25 seats in jthe 8 North Eastern states.
If he had got as many seats as in 2019 or even
more, his clout in the BJP fraternity would have
risen and that would have added to his bargain-
ing power. He had to find an alibi for the poor
performance of the BJP and religion became
an easy scapegoat. This sort of comment will
further alienate the BJP in the region.

1 Letters to the Editor

Govt should
get its act
together

Editor,

1am writing to express
my deep concern and frus-
tration regarding the state
of basic infrastructure, par-
ticularly the roads, in our
region. The recent hunger
strike by Bindas Syiem, an
elderly resident of Umden
shines a glaring spotlight'
on the gross negligence of
the government towards the
well-being and safety of its
citizens.

Syiem’'s desperate plea
for the construction of the
Nongpoh-Umden-Sonapur
road is not just an indi-
vidual's outcry; it echoes
the sentiments of an entire
community tired of broken
promises and crumbling
infrastructure. Her bold act
of protest, sitting outside the
Secretariat, starving herself
until her demands are met,
speaks volumes about the se-
verity of the issue at hand.

It is utterly shameful that
elected representatives, who
are entrusted with the re-

sponsibility of serving,the
people, have failed miser-
ably in fulfilling their duties.
Promises have been made,
speeches have been deliv-
ered, but when it comes to
action, there's nothing but
empty rhetoric and apathy.

The sorry state of the
Nongpoh-Umden-Sonapur
road is a testament to this
neglect. Despite repeated
appeals and meetings with
authorities, including the Ri-
Bhoi Deputy Commissioner
and the Executive Engineer,
PWD (Roads), no concrete
steps have been taken to ad-
dress the deteriorating con-
dition of the road. Syiem's
refusal to meet the Deputy
Chief Minister in-charge of
PWD (Roads) highlights the
sheer frustration and disillu-
sionment of the public with
the government's lackadaisi-
cal attitude.

It is high time for the
government to wake up from
its slumber and prioritize the
basic needs of its citizens.
Access to safe and well-
maintained roads is not a
luxury; it is a fundamental
right The lives and liveli-
hoods ofthousands ofpeople

depend on them.

Hindutva Vrs Jaidbynriew politics:
Different side of same coin?

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

For those who still believe
in the propaganda peddled by
mainstream media, dubbed
‘Godi Media’ by Ravish
Kumar, and claims of high-
profile experts like Prashant
Kishor who used their bit-
terness after being rejected
by the Congress to do what
some experts call ‘ambush
marketing’, the election re-
sults would have come as a
major shock. For others who
had already understood the
rule ofthumb, i.e., take with
a pinch of salt anything the
‘Godi Media’ or the experts
they invite claim, it was a
pleasant surprise. Yes, it
was pleasantly surprising,
but not a shock. Majoritar-
ian politics, in this case,
Hindutva politics, without
any visible improvement
in the lives of majority of
the people in the -country,
was always a short-lived
spectacle. One wonders: if
Balakot had not happened,
maybe the decline would
have come a little earlier.
Make no mistake, Hindutva
politics is not yet dead, and it
will continue to live on. But
unless it can divorce itself
from crony capitalism, the
fetish for the stock market
and deal with the problems
plaguing the real economy, it
will always be an ephemeral
phenomenon, though it will
never disappear. The most
heartwarming story of the'
election was the victory of
Awadhesh Prasad, a 77-year-
old nine-time Dalit MLA and
now first-time MP, who won
from Ayodhya, the seat of
RamMandir politics.

Dalits are the former un-
touchables who are at the
bottom of the Hindu caste
system and continue to suffer
from neglect and discrimi-
nation. This year itself, in
Gujarat, a Dalit groom was
attacked by members of
the upper castes for riding
a horse during a marriage
procession. Such incidents
are very common, and they
also include burning Dalits
alive for marrying into the
upper castes. Among the
different caste groups, Dal-
its have the least amount
of steppe ancestry, which
proves that they were the
first indigenous peoples of
the subcontinent. Beginning
around 3500 years ago, they
were subjugated, their lands
taken away from them, and
then they were consigned
to the lowest position in the
hierarchy to serve the upper
castes, or those who have
a much higher percentage
of steppe ancestry, i.e., the
Indo-Aryans. While this
election’s results are very
much due to the Dalits and
other backward groups vot-
ing for the INDIA bloc, it
sadly is not going to atone
for the historical injustice
that has been perpetuated on
them. But the struggle for
justice will continue.

Coming to our own state,
we have- our own story: the
rise of the VPP'as an impor-
tant player in state politics
with their victory in the
Shillong seat; Having been
founded just three years
ago, the rise to prominence
of this party has been quite

Therefore, 1 urge the
concerned authorities to
immediately take action
to improve the Nongpoh-
Umden-Sonapur road and
other neglected infrastruc-
ture projects in our region.
The people have suffered
enough; it's time for the
government to deliver on
its promises and restore our
faith in democracy.

Yours etc.,
R Sarki
Shillong

Protest the

lifeblood of
democracy

Editor, -

Bindas Syiem is a shin-
ing example of what civil
society should be doing in
a democracy. We have had
enough examples of people
moaning and grumbling in-
side theirhomes when things
don’t work - when roads
are eaten up- by rain water
immediately after being con-
structed - which is the norm
in Meghalaya. We don’t have
a thriving civil society that
has a one-point agenda of

spectacular, and there is a
feeling, rightly so, that they
will do well in the upcoming
KHADC elections as well.
However, some politicians
are calling this a temporary
phenomenon that will die
its natural death. | agree
that VPP is another version
of HSPDP and KHNAM
(incidentally, two of the
senior members have been
associated with those two
parties, viz., Ardent Miller
Basaiawmoit and Adelbert
Nongrum, respectively), but
I dgp’tthink it will disappear
for two reasons: Firstly, the
aforementioned two parties
still exist; and, secondly,
the ideology that VPP es-
pouses and what has driven
this spectacular win is the
jaidbynriew politics’ which
is similar to Hindutva, both
of which, are always going
to lurk around, maybe in
the comer or maybe out in
the open, but always ready
to demand their share of the
spoils when conditions are
favorable to them. <

Hindutva is driven by
the theme of ‘Hindus are in
danger’ from the minorities,
Muslims in particular but
all non-Hindu minorities in
general. Jn other words, it
is what can be termed as the
‘Hindu victimhood’ mental-
ity. This is ironic considering
that Hindus make up almost
80% of the country's popu-
lation, and the richest and
most powerful people in the
country are still mostly Hin-
dus. Of course, this does not
mean that all Hindus are rich
and powerful, especially the
lower castes, but in general,
they are comparatively better
off than the Muslims. This
was strongly established by
the 2006 Sachhar Commit-
tee Report which revealed
that Muslims fare worse in
economic terms than even
the Dalits. Muslims consti-
tute less than 15% of India’s
population, but.they are
constantly acciised oftrying
to change the demography of
the country. Hindutva activ-
ists claim that one way this is
taking place is through love
jihad, where Muslim men
target Hinduwomen for con-
version to Islam by means
such as seduction, feigning
love, deception, kidnapping,
and marriage.

Right in the middle of the
parliamentary election, the
Prime Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council (PM-EAC)
released a report thaftried to
show that the growth of the
Muslim population has been
quite high while that of the
Hindu population has gone
down. This was done to give
credence to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s claim in a
rally that “those who have
more children” will take
away a large chunk ofIndia’s
resources. In other speeches,
he specifically called out
the Muslims, and in one
place,-he even mentioned the
Christian community, par-
ticularly the use of Sunday
as a holiday, which he claims
is a Christian practice and
not of the Hindus. Earlier he

demanding what is due to the
public - namely roads, water
supply, an efficient education
system, uninterrupted power
to name a few. For fifty years
we have lived with substan-
dard infrastructure. The rains
and flash-floods have been
blamed for the poor road
conditions and the bridges
being carried away by tlfe
floods. Recently we read
of the collapse of the wall
around the PA Sangma sta-
dium in Tura for the second
time. How can the people of
Garo Hills tolerate such lev-
els.ofcorruption? They have
to rise up in one voice and
demand that the contractor/s
be blacklisted and the work
be given to some other con-
tractors with a clean record
and the contract must be
given out in a transparent
manner. There is too much
lobbying and obfuscation in
the award of contracts. The
contractors do a sub-stan-
dard job because they have
to shell out mcpney to give
to politicians, engineers,
pressure groups et al. How
can any development ever
happen in this State?
When the political mas-
'ters in the government are

had declared December 25 as
Good Governance Day, fully
aware that it is an auspicious
day for Christians. Hindutva
is the politics jaf creating a
siege mentality among the
Hindus that, though they are
demographically dominant
and socio-economically bet-
ter off, they are somehow
in danger of being over-
whelmed by the other com-
munities, and therefore they
should band together against
the ‘others’. Does all of
this remind us of something
closer at home?

In Meghalaya, especially
in the Khasi region (which
includes East Khasi Hills,
West Khasi Hills, South
West Khasi Hills, Eastern
West Khasi Hills, West Jain-
tia Hills, East -Jaintia Hills,
and Ri Bhoi), jaidbynriew
politics’has held strong sway
over the state for a very long
time and has similar features
to Hindutva. There has been
a long-standing demand
for ILP in the state, driven
by fear of a demographic
change. As a small commu-
nity, the threat ofbecoming a
Tripura is always a haunting
specter, but the demographic
trends in the state paint a
very different picture. Since
statehood, the share of the
non-indigenous population
has been going down from
19.52% in 1971 to 13.85%
in 2011. The 2021 Census
was not conducted because
ofCOVID-19, but itis highly
unlikely that the trend has
changed, especially consider-
ing the factthat opportunities
for the indigenous popula-
tion have themselves become
highly limited. Opportunities
are already quite limited for
the non-indigenous popula-
tion, and this creates more
pressure on them to go out
in search of better options.
So, it will be very surprising
if the trend established for
the last 50 years somehow
changes. Those that remain
behind face additional dif-
ficulties when they want to
do business, whether in the
form of trading licenses or
extortions/donations.

Last year, the police
caught many gangs that
were extorting money from
non-indigenous business
establishments. Are we sure
that the threat of extortion
has been completely re-
moved? | will leave that for
sthe readers to find out by
talking to, ifthey know any,
non-indigenous business
persons. Then there is this
‘Khasi victimhood’ where
there is a perception that the
governmentis swift in taking
action if a crime has been
committed by the Khasi but
lax when itis committed by a
non-Khasi or non-indigenous
person. The reality is that, if
one were to collect data on
the violent incidents in the
state, itwould reveal that the
non-indigenous population
has been disproportionately
affected; rather than the other
way around. And thenthere’s
the eternal angst of outsid-
ers marrying Khasi women
ostensibly for land and prop-

themselves so corrupt, how
can they ever fight corrup-
tion? Meghalaya is on a
downSlide and this will con-
tinue because we the people
have chosen to allow them
to enrich themselves at our
expense. | hope and pray that
the action of Bindas Syiem
will be a force multiplier
and many more like her will
come out to the streets to
demand their rights from a
system created to deliver the
public good and not personal
wealth accumulation.

> Yours etc.,

Amelia Nongspung,1

Via email

INTACH
clarification

Editor,

Apropos of the report,
“Govt’s ambitious Barik
Complex project gets civil
society red flag,” (ST June 7,
2024) 1 would like to clarify
on a few points yis a vis the
report.

The PWD complex at
Barik Pointwas initially the
barracks for the British and
American Gl's during the
Second World War, hence

erty. That is frowned upon
because it is believed that
such marriages will dilute
the ‘Khasi blood', which is
anunscientific claim because
there i§nothing called ‘Khasi
blood’ but there are ‘Khasi
people’ whose genetic his-
tory (which I will discuss
in a fUture submission) tells
the story of a high degree of
admixture with non-Khasi
groups over many genera-
tions. Just for a peek, | would
suggest that those who want
to know what | am going
to write first read the free
extract of Kynpham Sing
Nongkynrih’sbook ‘Funeral
Nights’ from the internet on
the origin of Hima Sohra.
The rest | will share later.

After VPP won four seats
in the last Assembly elec-
tion, they added another
dimension to fjaidbynriew
politics’, where it is notjust
the non-indigenous com-
munity that is a threat to
the Khasi, but the danger
is from a fellow indigenous
community, the Garo. The
whole reservation protest
demanded the reworking
of the reservation formula
in the state to give Khasi a
greater share based on their
population. Atthe sametime,
Khasi were also adamant
that the future roster system
that was being implemented
after the High Court’s order
should not be retrospective
because that would lead to
the majority .of future posts
being reserved for the Garo,
who until now have been
underrepresented. So, avery
paradoxical situation devel-
oped: the Khasi were but at
the same time,-they didn’t
want the Garo to get back'
their share, from which they
were deprived in violation of
the reservation quota. This
is a classic example of the
‘Khasi victimhood’ mental-
ity, which was fueling the
demand for a review of the
reservation policy..

So, jaidbynriew politics’
arid Hindutva are just mirror
images of each other..No
wonder Albert Thyrriiang
termed the VPP the Khasi
BJP, which is very accurate.
Of course, this will offend
thesupporters ofthe VPPjust
as it will offend the support-
ers ofthe BJP to suggest that
they are similar. But looked
atwithout bias, the similarity
is there. The BJP is a much
biggerparty, and since it has
ruled the country quite a few
times, it is difficult to see
them changing their ideolr
ogy. VPP, on the other hand,
is a new party and can still
chart its own course where it
can rise above fjaidbynriew
politics’. That’s the only way
it can grow as a party and
have a long-term future in
the state because there will
be those who promise more
and will be more zealous
than them in pursuit of jaid-
bynriew politics’. In amulti-
ethnic state like Meghalaya,
that is not sustainable in the
long run. ,

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

the name Barik which is
the Khasi pronunciation for
barracks. One would also
notice that the structure of
the buildings were, designed
as such. | feel all lovers
of heritage buildings and
properties are custodians of
Old Shillong.

About two weeks ago,
the Chief Minister along
with various officials con-
ducted a ground survey of
the PWD Complex at Barik
(video available at various
social media sites). Hav-
ing taken the views of the
public and civil society into
consideration, the Govern-
ment has decided to retain
the important heritage build-
ings at the PWD Complex/
Barik Point and repurpose
them to provide creative
and constructive spaces for
the public.

Yours etc.,
Dr Madeline Y Tham
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Narendra Modi’s battle with Sangh
Parivar shows no signs of easing :

NitinGadkari and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan emerge as
critics of PM-Elect

ByArun Srivastava

Tt was shocking to see
incarnation of Lord Vishnu,
who is even followed and
revered by Lord Jagannath
of Puri, prostrating before
two mortal politicians Nitish
Kumar and Chandrababti
Naidu for their support to
satiate his desire for becom-
ing prime minister for third
consecutive term. In a phase
whenthe saints and religious
gurus nurse earthly craving
for enjoying political power,
a politician certainly cannot
be expected to perform a
reverse role and behave like
a saint.

Narendra Modi project-
ing himselfas Lord Vishnu
and his fortnight old claim
“he was “convinced” that he
was “sent by god”, simply
reinforces his sadistic quest
for power. To strengthen
his claim for power, he had
even said that the energy he
possesses cannot come from
a biological body and only
god could give him this type
of energy. i

People of India have sefiri
how to quench his thirst for
absolute power, he allowed
the Gujarat pogrom to hap-
pen. He would have put a
break to the violence but did
notasthat provided him with
thfc opportunity to polarise
the Hindus to build a strong
base Standing on that he
could rule for decades. Any-
one who came his way was
shown his place. People are
yetto forget his seeking vote
in 2019 exploiting Pulwama
massacre.

Modineverthelessisclear
aboutthing; for ascendingto
the top political position. It
is imperative that you should

these offices to them. ,

A question is doing the
.rounds of political circles
as to why he is hell bent on
becoming the prime minister
for the third time. The reply
is very simple. He wants to
project himself as equal to
Pandit Nehru, who was also
the prime minister for three
consecutive terms. It is the
greatest achievement for a
person suffering from an
acute inferiority complex.
Atleasthe would be counted
as one above the others.
Already the national media
has started eulogising him
for his. achievement.

His desperationto occupy
.the office of prime minister
got reflected in his moveto
manoeuvre the NDA meet-
ing which'allegedly elected
him as the leader.of NDA-
Modi initially should have
been elected by the newly
elected MPs after getting
the approval of the national
body'of the party. But he
was not sure of getting the
clearance as many senior
leaders were opposed to his
continuance. They had told
the RSS leadership in™iii
uncertain terms that people
had rejected him.

Modi loyalists and espe-
cially the Gujarat lobby has
been citing the invitation let-
ters sentto the state heads of
the neighbouring countries
for attending the swearing
ceremony. They have been
arguing that if Modi is net
allowed to become prime
minister, it would be hu-
miliating for India. But the
RSS leaders aswell as senior
leaders are not willing to
listento this ridiculous argu-

Thatwouldprove to beproductive as

it would catch the imagination o fthepeople;
look bere is the leader*wJipfms guts to challenge

theNehruvian hegemony. He hasproved to be
right: He made other BJP leaders, even o fsenior
stature, look like dwarfs. Modi acquired the status
ofmonarch, no body dared to open his mouth, his

words resonated like laws.

target the tallest, person, not
the minions. He knew that to
score in the game of politi- m
cal one-upmanship he must
target the Nehru-Gandhi
family, the first family of
India. That would prove to
be productive as it would
catch the imagination of
the people; look here is
the leader who has guts to
challenge the Nehruvian
hegemony. He has proved
to be right. He made other
BJP leaders, even of senior
stature, look like dwarfs.
Modi acquired the status of
monarch, no body dared to
open his mouth, his words
resonated like laws.

Riding on this borrowed
political power, courtesy
Nehru-Gandhi family, he
dictated the politics and
even side lined most of the
senior BJP and RSS leaders.
Itis a factthat during his ten
year stay in power, he never
visited RSS office in Nagpur
and did not cheer any ofthe
senior RSS leaders. RSS had
the practice of assigning its
one of the senior leaders as
the general secretary (or--
ganisation) of BJP. But Modi
did away with this practice.
The most significantincident
to take note is, Modi never
visited RSS headquarters to -,
call on RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat. His meetings took
place outside Nagpur while
Bhagwat was On some tour.
Stories about his arrogance
are in abundance.

Obviously it was quite
shocking to see,,Modi pros-
trating before Nitish and
Naidu. An insight into his
changed behaviour none-
theless underscores that it
is not natural, it is an act to
conceal his real intentions.
It is a mask. He knows that
he has overcome the crisis
for the time being. Once he
is firmly settled in power,
he would start showing his
true colours. Basically -this
is thé reason that he is not
willing to concede to the
demands ofNitish and Naidu
to give them the post of
Speaker, Home and Finance.
He would lose the overall
dominance once he concedes

ment. The RSS leaders want

to know at whose advice

they sent the invitation? In-'
vitations have already been

sent to Bangladesh Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina,

Sri Lanka President Ranil

Wickremesinghe, and Ne-

pal Prime Minister Pushpa*
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’.

Around 8,000 dignitaries

have been invited.

According to RSS sourc-
es, this clearly manifests
the autocratic functioning
of Modi. There is a lurking
apprehension in the RSS
that he would turn more
aggressive and autocratic
if he corries to occupy the
office by manoeuvring the
situation and support. In
view of RSS leaders adopt-
ing a no-nonsense approach
to this issue, Amit Shah
had summohed some RSS
leaders at his residence this
week to thrash out the issue.
But it does not appear that
he has achieved a major
breakthrough.

RSS leaders are,also quite
cut up at Modi’s move to
distribute the ministries and
at the so-called composi-

, tion of the Union Council

of Ministers led by Modi.
Barring Arun Kumar who
is the interface between the
party and the Sangh, no se-
nior leader attended the meet
held at Shah’s place. Quite
significantly, the meeting,
held-two days after the BJP
lost majority in Lok Sabha
coincided with the meeting
the BJP leadership held
to work out a formula for
Cabinet formation and ner
gotiations on the nature and
participation of partners in
the coalition government.

Two leadersNitin Gadkari
and Shivraj Singh Chouhaii
are in constant touch with
RSS. Even after Modi’s
election as the leader of the
BJP Parliamentary Party and
the NDA, the fissures within
the BJP will continue. Itisto
be seen how Prime Minister
elect Narendra Modi and
RSS boss Mohan Bhagwat
arrive at an understanding on
the future course of action.
(IPA Service)



Groundwater Is heating up, threatens 'Aggression; confusion,
life below and above the surface

rnderyour feetliestheworld’s

biggest reservoir. Ground-

water makes up a whop-
ping 97% of all usable freshwater.

i® ft? hi the voids between
g«ins and cracks within rocks. We
JNGit when itrises to the surface in
mprings, in caves, or when we pump
it up for use.

While groundwater is often hid-
den, itunderpins ecosystems around
the world and is a vital resource for
people.

, You might think groundwater
would be protected from climate
chappe, givenit’s underground. But
t&is is o longer the case. As the
atmosphere continues to heat up,
. ‘piore and more heat is penetrating
/Hnderaround. There is already con-
siderate evidence that the subsur-
feceis warming. The heat shows up
, In temperature measurements taken
.in borieholes around the world.
Ateam ofinternational scientists
’combinedtheirknowledge to model
ho# groundwater will heatup in the
Aiture. Under a realistic middle of
road greenhouse gas emission

* 2JK?*&ario, with a projected mean

The heat can be extracted using
heat pumps, powered by electric-
ity from renewable energies. Geo-
thermal heat pumps are surging in

supporting a range of groundwater
dependent ecosystems.
If warmer groundwater flows

"gjofealatmospherictemperature rise
2-7°C>groundwater will warm

/ibjp an average of 2.1°C by 2100,

p«#npared to 2000.

'w> This warming varies by region

is delayed by decades compared

Europe.

popularity for space heating across

Unfortunately, the bad news is
likely to far outweigh the good.
Warmer groundwater is harmful for

into your favourite river or lake,
it will add to the extra heat frohi
the sun. This could mean fish and
other species will find it too warm
to survive.

Warm waters also hold less oxy-

to.the surface, because it takes time
-3$'heat up the underground mass.

Why does it matter?

i Youmightwonderwhatthe con-
sequences of hotter groundwater
ifrfflbe.

First, the good news. Warming
beneath the land’s surface is trap-
ping 25 times less energy than the
JOC™m,but itis still significant. This
heat is stored in layers down to tens
ofmetres deep, making it easier to
acces$. We could use this extra heat

. to sustainably warm our homes by
into it just a few meters
. fceiowthe surface.

m'BI-M". 11, , m.. — m=

the rich array of life found under-
ground - and forthe many plants and
animals who depend on groundwa-
ter for their survival. Any changes
intemperature can seriously disrupt
the niche they have adapted to.

To date, the highest groundwater
temperature increases are in parts of
Russia, where surface temperatures
haverisen by more than 1.5°C since
2000. In Australia, significantvaria-
tions in groundwater temperatures
are expected within the shallowest
layers.

Groundwater regularly flows
out to feed lakes and rivers around
the world, as well as the ocean,

gen. Lack of oxygen in rivers and
lakes have already become a major
cause ofmass fish deaths, as we’ve
seenrecently in Australia’s Murray-
Darling Basin.

Cold water species such as Atlan-
tic salmon have adapted to a water
temperature window provided by
continuous cool groundwater dis-
charge. As these thermal refuges
heatup, itwill upend their breeding
cycle.

Groundwater is vital

In many parts of the world,
people rely on groundwater as their
main source of drinking water. But

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

. Mvs semi-square Jupiter on your solar return chart It is going to bring
exceptional results for you. Professionally you will grow and get success.
There wft be ample job offers to avail. You will also keep your bosses and
subordinates happy. Those in business will get good offers and plan a major
expansion. Yourfinancial condition will remain stable. You will also come in

. contact With tot of influential persons who will help you a lot. Business trips
wMkaap you busy Those who are single will getsuitable marriage proposals.
Lovebirds wiH be having wonderful time and will also be able to realise their
dra<ms. You wHI manage to impress people by your communication skills
andki depth knowledge. A good combination ofwill and wisdom will putyou
ihead in life. You will celebrate some auspicious function with your family.

This week for you’

M m : (March 21-April 20) Your self-confidence and positive attitude will

reward you. Constructive connections with others can be made
tarty easily. Acomfortable level of personal popularity helps to
keep conflict to a minimum. Your attitude towards life would
be changing. You are no longer willing to make compromises
in the important areas of your life, particularly with regard to
career. You are more determined, and itis an excellent time to
get rid of bad habits. A new project or goal begun now has a
good chance ofbeing successful and long lasting. You would be
able to find a way to strike a balance between self-gratification
and the obligations of daily life.'

Tauru*:*ApfH21 - May 21) This phase brings success and good fortune atwork

and opens new horizonsforbettermentand expansion.People
are bound to recognize your leadership skills and talents. You
want your life path and your objectives to reflect what you're
really about. A balanced approach to life, in terms of realistic
expecting, isthe bestapproach formaximizing success. You
benefit from being more decisive than usual, and your ability
to concentrate and focus helps you to achieve what you set
outto do in the coming weeks.

>jinilnl- (Way 77 June 21) There will be harmonious relations in professional

A personal life. Positive new relationships are formed. You
are instinctively starting a new phase in your life. It is time to
give your life a makeover, a time of new beginnings and fresh

Sunday, June 9, 2024

to be more intense, passionate, and focused this week. You
are more enthusiastic and ready for adventure. The way you
presentyourideas, certainly helpingto smooth overdifferences
in your personal relationships

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) New associations and beginnings as well

tl

as new opportunities and changes come your way. You would
form new connections and relationships that enhance your
spiritual and personal growth. Your popularity increases and
efforfe to smooth over challenges in partnerships are more
likely to succeed. This is an excellent influence for negotia-
tions, marriage, and business partnerships. You are likely to
be actively involved with teamwork and collaboration with
others. You are taking on new responsibilities, but generally
enjoy the challenges..

Scorpio: (October24 - November22) You have to getyourselforganized, work

tobuildyourresources andkeep busy. There arebetterfinancial
returns. You might have a more materialistic view of life and
are more attracted to objects and possessions thatgive you a
sense of comfort and status. You might find that you are very
often encouraging and supportive of others. Certainly, you are
more accepting and understanding of your friends and loved
ones. Emotional security and being content in love will help to
attract positive circumstances into your life. You are outgoing
and your initiative is stronger than ever. Advice - stand alone,
take action, start afresh and express independence.

Sagittarius: (November 23 mDecember 21)New horizons in your romantic and

love life open up. You might enjoy a favorable outcome when
it comes to legal affairs, education, and travel. This week,
you're bound to enjoy increased social opportunities as well
as a boost in your personal popularity and magnetism. You
are more friendly, optimistic, and big-hearted than usual. A
cheerful and hopeful outlook increases your chances of gain-
ing cooperation from others. This is a sociable, and perhaps
self-indulgent, time when the pursuitof pleasure isone ofyour
high priorities. Financial benefits may come yourway. You may
find that you have the right information at the right time. You
could alsg have big ideas and plans.

energy. Itisa friendlytime, when itiseasy to enjoy life and other Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20) You have powerful, transformative

people. Focus ison personal freedom, reaching out to others,
making new friends and exploration. A new project begun has
a good chance of being successful and long-lasting. You are
more'enthusiastic and ready for adventure. You have to get
yourself organized and work to build your resources.

Samer fitine 22 mJuly 22)This period brings good financial returns as you

communicatewelland presentcordial relations with co-workers.
You are inspired and could even inspire others with yourwords.
You think more creatively and express yourself with more
sensitivity compassion, and warmth.You wantyour objectives
to reflect what you are really about, and you are likely to rid
yourself of unsatisfying goals. You benefit from being more
decisive than usual, and your ability to concentrate and focus
helps you to achieve what you set out to do. You possess a
strong artistic sensitivity, and you are able to express your
feelings openly and candidly.

taa- (Julv 23 - August 23) This is a period of work and development and a

boostto your self-confidence. Itis a time to deal with practical
matters, and itis not a time to be lazy or especially gregarious.
It can be a time that feels hard, monotonous and lonely. Try
to get yourself organized, work to build your resources, keep
busy Your main focus is on personal freedom, reaching out
to others, making new friends, and exploration. You are more
enthusiastic and ready for adventure. It is also a good time
for expressing your creativity. Reach out, but avoid scattering
your energies.

i (August24 - September22) The planetary configuration brings unusual-

IL

ness and curiosity in your relationships as you feel they are
more importantto you. You are more receptive and gentle on
a romantic level, and tend to be sentimental.Thisis a good
time for reflection, prayer, and meditation. A higher purpose
to your life is what you seek, and you rely more heavily upon
yourintuition in order to achieve it. Your physical activities tend

JMHF

energy at your disposal. It is likely to be a rather lighthearted
time, when Opportunities are greater than usual. Much will
depend on how you handle it. Channeled positively, you could
move mountainswhen itcomes to pushing your projects ahead.
Ifmishandled, however, you could be argumentative, stressed,
and hell-bent on having your way. Avoid taking extreme mea-
sures to make things happen your way, and avoid people who
might be doing the same. You need notover analyze personal
relationships but rather respond with your heartand deep feel-
ings; as a new understanding and maturity with others around
you at home and work.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) There will be mixed results in domestic

%

life and peopie you care for. You are practical, realistic, and
your judgment is especially sound--and you derive much
satisfaction from practical accomplishment. The key to har-
nessing this wonderful energy is to identify and find pleasure
in the simple things that make you happy. You might enjoy a
favorable outcome when it comes to legal affairs and travel.
Financial benefits come your way. You find that you have the
rightinformation atthe righttime. You could also have big ideas
and plans. Work, especially in communications, goes well. It
istime to express your feelings and ideas and share what you
have learned through a variety of experiences in this life.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) iThe ability to express and communicate

your ideas is extremely important to you this time. Surprises
surrounding intimate matters, shared finances and resources
and financial supportwill be in store. You spend more time on
phone calls, emails, shortfrequenttrips and communicating with
friends. You pay attentionto variouswaysto increase personal
funds, resulting in more than one avenue for monetary gain.
Your attention turns to domestic matters for a large part of the
time and building, decoration and purchase of households for
your home figures strongly now.

groundwater warming can worsen
the quality of the water we drink.
Temperature influences everything
from chemical reactions to micro-
bial activity. Warmer water could,
for instance, trigger more harmful
reactions, where metals leach out
into the watef. This is especially
concerning in areas where access
to clean drinking water is already
limited.

Industries such-as farming, man-
ufacturing and energy production
often rely on groundwater for their
operations. Ifthe groundwater they
depend on becomes too warm or
more contaminated, it can disrupt
their activities.

Global groundwater warming
is a hidden but very significant
consequence of climate change.
While tiie impacts will be delayed,
they stretch far and wide. They will
affect ecosystems, drinking water
supplies and industries around the
world. (The Conversation)

altered behaviour may
signal brain tumour risk’

rratic mental health symp-

toms like aggression, confu-

sion, altered behaviour, and
persistent headaches may indicate
the potential risk ofa brain tumour,
experts said.

Brain Tumour Day is observed
every yearon June 8to raise aware-
ness about the debilitating disease
that can make it hard for people
to learn, plan, make decisions,
concentrate, and make de-
cisions. Brain tumours
are abnormal uncon-
trolled growth of
cells in file brain.

They can be ma-
lignant or non-
malignant.

“Braintumours
frequently mirror
psychiatric symp-
toms, presenting
as aggressfon, Con-
fusion, altered be-
haviour, irrelevant
speech due to com-
prehension im-
pairment, apa-
thy, emotional
instability,
or disorien-
tation,” Dr
K Chandrasekar, Senior Consultant
Neurosurgeon, Apollo Cancer Insti-
tutes, told IANS.

The complexity of these symp-
toms underlines the deceptive
nature of such serious mental con-
ditions as potential indicators of a
brain tumour.

Dr Kersi Chavda, Consultant
Psychiatry, P.D. Hinduja Hospital
& Medical Research Centre, Mahim
told IANS that, very often the signs
and symptoms of a brain tumour
mimic a mental illness.

“Memory problems like diffi-
culty with short-term memory and
forming new memories; changes in
behaviour or personality; difficulty
understanding orproducing speech;
vision problems; persistent head-

aches; and loss ofcoordination and
balance are some ofthe symptoms
of brain tumour that mimic psychi-
atric issues,” he added.

Dr Ashish Srivastava, Head
of Neurosurgery at Dharamshila
Narayana Hospital, told IANS that
often people do not pay attention td
these symptoms of brain tumour?,
which can lead to severe conse-

quences later.
“Be alert about the
changes happening
inyourbody. Grad-
ually increasing
headaches, fre-
quentheadaches,
not getting
N enough
sleep, dif-
ficulty .In
thinking aind
understanding;
blurred vision,
difficulty seeing
distant object?,
feeling sluggish
andtired, andprobleriis
in performing daily tasks
are symptoms that point
towards a brain tumour,” he
warned. LI
Other common symptonSt®
include vomiting, nausea, paralysis,
vision loss, and walking difficul-
ties. . ;

MRI1 and CT, as well as PIiT
scans, can detect brain tumours.

“Brain tumours which are nori-
cancerous can be treated with radio-
therapy techniques like CyberKnife
or Gamma Knife if less than 3.5
cms,” 'Dr Anshu Rohtagi, Senior
Consultant, Department of Neurol-
ogy at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital,
told JAMS.

Further, advanced technology
like MRI-guided laser ablation and
laser interstitial thermal therapy can
help not only locate tumours in tlje
brain but also precisely destroy tfte
tumour cells with heat or lasers, she
added. .(IANS'/

Can Alzheimer's realty be reversed,

dS da New

o people diagnosed with Al-
zheimer’s claim to have con-
quered the disease through
simple lifestyle changes.

Dementia and Alzheimer’s have
been the leading killers in the UK
for the last ten years, accounting
for 11.4% of deaths in 2022. Al-
though new drugs can reduce the
disease’s progression, more evi-
dence is emerging that something
as simple as integrating a healthy
lifestyle can “reverse” symptoms
ofAlzheimer’s.

Alzheimer’s disease can be split
in two subgroups, familial and
sporadic. Only 5% ofpatients with
Alzheimer’s are familial, inherited,
and 95% of Alzheimer’s patients
are sporadic, due to environmental,
lifestyle and genetic risk factors.
Consequently, the most effective
tactic for tackling Alzheimer’s is
preventative and living a healthy
lifestyle. This has led researchers
to study risk factors associated with
Alzheimer’s.

Two Alzheimer’s sufferers, Cici
Zerbe and Simon Nicholls, claim to
have beaten the deadly disease with
straightforward lifestyle changes.
The pair have detailed theirjourney
in a CNN documentary The Last
Alzheimers Patient.

Zerbe experienced a reversal of
symptoms after participating in a
clinical trial in the US. The trial
explores the effects of intensive
lifestyle changes on mild cognitive
impairment or early dementia due
to Alzheimer’s disease. The study
has not yet been published.

Lifestyle changes include switch-
ing to a plant-based diet, regular
exercise, group support sessions,
yogaand meditation. Zerbe said that
she feels “much better” than she did
before taking part in the trial five
years ago, when she was diagnosed
with the disease.

Remarkable improvements

Simon Nicholls, aged 55, is an-
other person with Alzheimer’swho
is featured in the CNN documen-
tary and who took partin the trial.
Nicholls carries two copies of a
gene variant called ApoE4, which is

known to significantly increase the
risk ofAlzheimer’s. However, after
adopting healthy lifestyle changes,
Nicholls saw remarkable improve-
ments in his symptoms.

About 25% of the population
carry at least one copy ofthe ApoE4
gene variant (called an “allele”) and
5% carry two copies. Carrying one
ApoE4 allele is associated with a
three to fourtimes increased risk of
developing Alzheimer’s. Carrying
two copies increases the risk up to
12-fold, rendering itthe greatestge-
netic risk factor for Alzheimer’s.

These statistics amplify the re-
markable and noteworthy nature of
Nicholls’s achievement in revers-
ing his symptoms of Alzheimer’s
simply through his lifestyle choices.
His biomarkers for Alzheimer’s
disappeared in 14 months, which
is considerably more effective than
most treatments for Alzheimer’s.

Nicholls highlighted physical
activity and dietary changes as
paramount to his journey. At first,
he was prescribed tirzepatide, a
drug designed to suppress appetite
by regulating blood sugar levels. lie
also incorporated regular exercise,
including strength training three
times aweek, walking 10,000 steps
daily and jogging or cycling every
morning.

Cardiovascular disease is a ma-
jor risk factor and potential future
predictorofAlzheimer’s. The heart-
brain connection is crucial for
providing brain cells with energy
and oxygen through cerebral blood
flow. Thus, poor heart health could
increase the risk of Alzheimer’s as
brain cells receive less energy to
function.

This explains why Nicholls’s
improved hearthealth and increased
cardiovascular activity have im-
proved his symptoms.

He also enforced dietary changes
- removing sugar, alcohol and pro-
cessed foods - and embraced the
Mediterranean diet.

The Mediterranean diet is high
in antioxidants, which protectbrain
cells from damage and research
suggests the nutrients gained from
the diet help maintain memory and

claims?

cognitive skills. A recent extensive
study on 60,000 Britons showed
that adhering to a Mediterranean
diet decreases the risk of dementia
by 23%. ;

Nicholls has also been imple-
menting good sleep hygiene to tiy
and improve his irregular sleep
pattern, as some studies show thgt
sleep deprivation is linked to Al-
zheimer’s. ,

The dominant theory is that
during sleep toxic proteins, such
as amyloid, can be flushed away
with the glymphatic system. These
would otherwise accumulate and
cause dementia. Although, it should
be noted that a recent study in mice
draws this theory into question.

Scientists from Imperial College
London found that clearance of
toxins was actually reduced during
sleep, suggesting that sleep may
reduce dementia risk through other
mechanisms currently unknown.

These lifestyle changes had sig:
nificant effects on Nicholls’s life. In
justnine weeks, he lostalmost 10kg
and 80% ofhis body fatand reduced
his fasting blood sugar levels.

Nicholls and Zerbe arguably
did “reverse” their symptoms of
Alzheimer’s. This is because qoii-
ditions such as obesity, hyperten-
sion, cardiovascular disease, high
cholesterol and insomnia are all
risk factors for dementia, and can
be modified through a healthy
lifestyle.

However, it is important toln-
terpret these findings with caution,
These are only results from two
people on the trial. Without the
specifics of the claimed results, it
is difficult to determine whether
these lifestyle choices have truly
“reversed” the progression of the
disease.

The effect of lifestyle on cog-
nition is gaining attention, with
more scientists investigating the
benefits. Combining the advent iof
new disease-modifying drugs with
strict lifestyle changes may sig-
nificantly reduce symptoms and the
progression of Alzheimer’s. (The
Conversation)
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Carry on, PM

THE NDA under Prime Minister Narendra Modi
took charge ofthe nation’s governance forthe third

consecutive term on Sunday on anote ofoptimism.

This is despite the confused party positions in the

new Parliament, where the BJP’sand Modi’sdomi-
nance has been tamed. Now that the new govern-

ment has been installed, chances are that it would

weather future political storms. The electorate has
granted the BJP, the central political force, a solid

240-seats though the saffron party will have to de-
pend on those outside ofthe old dependable allies
for its sustenance. This is significant.

The Telegu Desam and Janata Dal United have

pledged their support and are now major partners
in the government. Even if they throw tantrums in

the days ahead, the composition ofthe Lok Sabha

is such that the BJP has ample scope and space for

manoeuvring. Over 10 parties got one each seat
while several parties outside ofthe ND A have three
or more seats each. For agoverning establishment,

enticing many ofthem is no big shakes. That both
Chandrababu Naidu and Nitish Kumar understand
this arithmetic is clear from the spirit ofall-out co-
operation, not bargaining, that they are now extend-
ing to BJP and Modi. A break-up ofthe BJP is next
to impossible unlike other political establishments.
A common thread binds its MPs. All these should be
good signs for the nation’s stability. The Congress

party, appreciably, has notattempted a counterto the

BJP’s move to form the government. The party or
its INDIA alliance is far from being a strong force.

The electorate did not want these parties to govern

the nation now, but only act as a strong opposition

and keep the BJP governmentunder some control.
Those like Mamata Banerjee ofthe TM C boycotted
the swearing-in event in tune with her professed
anti-BJP stance. At the outset, she had hinted at
efforts by INDIA to explore possibilities ofa gov-
ernment and proposed Nitish Kumar as PM ifonly
to spite the Congress and Rahul Gandhi. This did
not gain traction. Her unbeatable position in West
Bengal however stands reinforced.

M odi, as also the BJP, isbound to face increased
pressure on multiple fronts during his present in-
nings due to internal powerplays and external med-
dling. He did well by avoiding induction o fthe NCP

nominee on the ground he was facing serious cor-
ruption charges. More issues would come up. Yogi
Adityanath and Shivraj Singh Chouhan as well as
Modi’s second line ofministers will be in competi-

tion for the upper hand in future. Naidu and Kumar
were Modi’s ‘enemies’in the past. No one ‘hated’
Modi as much as these two but as they say politics
isthe artofthe possible. The two are withthe NDA
now because the situations warranted so.

Letters to the Editor

Himanta’s
remarks an insult
to the electorate
of Meghalaya

Editor,

This one guy who’s try-
ing to outdo all loudmouths
in the BJP, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, CM of Assam, has
once again made a statement
which, I’'m sure, he hopes
will come to the notice ofhis
supreme leader, Modiji, Yogi
and the RSS. He says thatthe
defeat ofthe BJP inthe three
north-eastern states in the
Lok Sabha elections is due to
the influence ofthe Christian
missionaries! | don’t wantto
spend much time and space
to this ridiculous statement,
except for these two points:

Himanta Biswa Sarma
should stop acting as the
‘dada’ of the north-east by
blaming the Christian mis-
sionaries for his party’s (and
allies) defeat. He can do his
dadagiri in his own state.
Biswa Sarma should stop
interfering in Meghalaya’s
affairs and pretend as ifhe is
the unparalleled leader ofthe
north-east. He is notand will
never be because, for one, he
can’t control his mouth!

Christian missionaries
are by his allegation, re-
sponsible for the defeat of
the NPP (a cl°se
BJP) m Meghalaya. This
is an inexcusable insult to
the electorate and people of
Meghalaya, condemnable in
the strongest terms.

But now, can we expect
our c hief Minister, the head
of our state, to react to this
blusterer and condemn his

statement, tod stand by the
people of his State? Or will
he continue to be submissive
to Himanta Biswa Sarma
and remain quiet? Can we,
aS Meghalayans, feel secure
with his leadership in the
light of Assam's CM's verbal
assault on us? Let us Wait
and watch!
Yours etc.,
Eugene D. Thomas,
Shillong - 6

Disgraceful
remarks by
Assam CM

Editor,

The electoral victory of
the VPP and the Congress
candidates in Shillong and
Tura respectively in the re-
cent Parliamentary elections
has evoked political noises
from various quarters in
varying tunes and wave-
lengths some symphonically
orchestrated and some off
tune. It was shocking that in
the face of losing the presti-
gious Jorhat seat to Gaurav
Gogoi of the Congress, the
Assam Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma dared to
squarely blame the Christian
missionaries for preaching
against the BJP as it is widely
understood from his loose
talk. The animosity of the
BJP CM towards Christians
needs no elucidation. Sadly,
the NPP and its allies here
have chosen to keep their
mouths and eyes shut in-
stead of condemning such
statements and singling out
a religious community. Is
this because the NPP is part
of the .North East Develop-
ment Alliance (NEDA) in

VPP and the challenges ahead Chandrababu Naick??

at Delhi’s centre-stage
By Kingshuk Nag

The victory ofthe Voice of
the People Party (VPP) by a
significant margin to clinch
the Shillong parliamentary
seat has raised many eye-
brows. Formed in November
19, 2021, the party which is
in a nascent stage has grown
from just four MLAs and
now it is adding an MP to
its force. Although it was
expected that the party’s
candidate would win the
Shillong parliamentary seat,
the margin was beyond any
expectation. It remains to be
seen how far the party can go
in the future.

In its short journey, the
VPP has also received its
fair share of criticism, which
is not surprising at all. The
party’s meteoric rise in popu-
larity is bound to attract
criticism, especially from
adversaries who see it as a
threat to their own existence.
But the road ahead for the
party is definitely not going
to be smooth; it is going to
be awindingjourney through
difficultterrain. The question
ishow the party will navigate
the challenges ahead and
prove their detractors wrong.
Critics on the other hand,
have upped their ante to
challenge the sudden rise of
the party and they are ready
with their criticism against
the party.

Using God and Religion
in Politics

Some of the party’s crit-
ics term the approach used
by the VPP to capture power
in politics by using God
and quoting from religious
scriptures as “Theonomy.”
It was elucidated that “The-
onomy” is a combination of
two Greek words: “theos,”
which means God, and “no-
mos,” which is Greek for law.
“Theonomy” is a Christian
form of government in which
society is ruled by divine law,
particularly the judicial laws
of the Old Testament, which
should be observed by mod-
em societies.

It was also argued that
those who hold this kind of
belief will have followers
who will blindly follow what
their leaders say because
they believe they are just
following the will of God.
Anybody who disagrees with
them is seen as disagreeing
with God's ,will. It was also
alleged that only verses from
the Bible are being quoted,
and they have yet to hear
verses from other religious
scriptures quoted in party
meetings. But the party reit-
erates that it holds fast to the
principles and values of the
Constitution of the country.

the Northeast headed by the
BJP’s Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma? Populist agenda invested
with amood to target states or
communities based on their
religious beliefs is unaccept-
able in a civilized and secular
society. The elections being
over parties should strive to
work in unison towards the
development and prosperity
oftheir states.
Yours etc..
Dominic S. Wankhar,
Via email

New era
of coalition

government starts

Editor,

Now that the swearing in
of the Modi government is
complete anew era ofcoali-
tion government will start
with inherent compulsions
which had begun emerging
even before the oath-taking
ceremony. JDU leader KC
Tyagi had said that there
should be rethinking of the
Agniveer scheme as well as
the UCC. Also the TDP had
demanded the post of Speak-
er which the Party had previ-
ously held. Such challenges
do persist in any coalition
government. The Vajpayee
government handled such
situations very successfully
but Modi had never faced
such a situation while he was
Chief Minister of Gujarat or
as Prime Minister. There will
now be demand for caste cen-
sus in the country. The INDI
Alliance has also demanded
that a JPC be appointed to
know the reason for fluc-
tuations in share markets just
two days before the election

By HHMohrmen

Perhaps since most of the
leaders are Christian, it is

not surprising that they quote
from the Bible.

Is VPP taking the State in a
Christian Right direction?

A section of society also
alleged that VPP is taking
the state in a Christian right
direction and warned that this
will alienate non-Christians
from the Party. The Party’s
detractors opine that the
Party leaders quoting only
from the Bible will alienate
people of the indigenous
faith. It remains to be seen
if the Party will walk in the
direction that their critics
have predicted or remain a
secular party that abides by
the Constitution. The VPP
will be able to dispel their
detractors’ view of them as
a religious fundamentalist
group only if it can attract
leaders from other religious
groups too.

The Jaidbynriew Party

Another contentionagainst
the party is that it is a Khasi-
Jaintia-centric party; it is al-
leged that the party caters to
the needs and interests ofthe
people ofthis one part ofthe
state only. The party’s detrac-
tors illustrate that the demand
for reviewing the state’s job
reservation policy was for the
interest of the Khasi-Jaintia
and Ri Bhoi region of the
state only. Itwas also alleged
that the party is using the so-
called "Khasi Victimhood”
to win the support of the
hoi polloi in the region. The
question is, ifthe party wants
to be a force to reckon with
in state politics, can it afford
to be communal and stay
focused on the “jaitbynriew”
issue only?

Is VPP promoting
demagoguery?

A rejoinder to my article
in The Shillong Times on
the rise of the VPP alleged
that the Party is promoting
demagoguery, and this is
a very dangerous develop-
ment. It is understandable
that they are referring to the
leader of the party, Ardent
Miller Basaiawmoit! The
subsequent letter supporting
this argument listed a long list
of demagogues in the world
from the time of the Greeks
to present-day leaders who
the writer considers to be
demagogues.

Is it even fair and reason-
able to compare the leader
ofthe VPP with many dema-
gogues in the world? That
is for the public to decide.
The writer provided a list of

results.

Few today will deny that
the first two editions of the
Modi government have been
marked by the cavalier atti-
tude ofthe executive to treat
the legislature as a rubber
stamp. Important bills were
moved in the House with a
few hours’notice even while
Members of Parliament had
little clue as to what they
were going to debate and
legislate upon. Opposition
voices in Parliament and par-
liamentary panels — which
act as mini-Houses — were
smothered.

The Modi government’s
so-called crusade against
corruption in its last term
was marked by its abuse of
both laws and law enforce-
ment agencies. The Preven-
tion,of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), a draconian
piece of legislation originally
intended at reining in the
drug mafia with impossible
bail conditions, was flung
at political leaders even as
courts were left wondering
what evidence was there
against the defendants. It
showed a commitment not
to hunt down the corrupt but
a compulsion to intimidate
opponents and dissidents.

Prime Minister Modi’s
promise that there will be big
decisions in his third term at
South Block and that he will
go on a hot pursuit ofcorrup-
tion should warm the hearts
of his followers but he will
come across impediments
that he, as Chief Minister of
Gujarat for three terms and as
Prime Minister for two, has
never faced in his mission.
One may attribute these to the

modern-day demagogues and
how they rose to power, like
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, Turkish Head of State
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Bra-
zilian President Jair Bolson-
aro, and even Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
The question is, can Ardent
become a demagogue? Is it
even fair to expect him to
be a demagogue, or is he a
demagogue in the making?
Only time will tell, but does
he show traits ofbeing aris-
ing demagogue?

Hyper-emotional and

populist campaign

During the election, itwas
also alleged that the party
created a hyper-emotional
scenario (Shongshit) among
its followers, which was
obvious throughout the en-
tire election campaign for
the Lok Sabha. A senior
politician in the state had
predicted that the rise of
the VPP is a populist appeal
which is temporary and not
going to last long. A reality
check - Can we say that the
5,71,078 votes for the VPP,
which is more than half of
the votes polled are a result
of emotions running high?
Surprisingly, all the remain-
ing five candidates together
could only muster 466,833
votes, which isnowhere near
the halfway mark, then if we
say it is but populist appeal,
are we not questioning the
wisdom ofthe public?

Politics a long-distance

race

Paul Lyngdoh made a
statement to the media that
politics'is a long-distance
race, obliquely referring to
VPP’s clean politics cam-
paign and rebuking it as
an unrealistic goal. The
impression given is that the
party may succeed in one
or two elections but will
not be .able to sustain itself
in the long run. They may
mnot need as much money
as other parties to contest
the election, but they will
definitely need money to
run the day-to-day affairs
of the party. Paul, being a
senior and shrewd politician
is not wrong in making this
assertion. However, the last
election has proven that the
VPP used very little money
in their campaign.

Road to the Assembly

via the ADCs

The final goal ofthe VPP
is to win the assembly elec-
tions; that is how they can
bring change to the state.
However, for the Party the

compulsions of democracy
or coalition dharma but it
will now require all the skills
of a seasoned negotiator to
steer his government down
the road towards his stated"
goals.

Mr Modi, however, was
right when he said that deal-
ing with the “menace of cor-
ruption is a complex task”
due to increasing political
greed and technology will be
animportanttool in this mis-
sion ofending corruption. An
honest attempt to strike at the
roots of graft will enable the
government to allocate more
resources for development
and welfare schemes aimed
at the weaker sections of
society. But it remains to be
seen ifModi 3.0 will walk the
talk on these counts.

With the poor perfor-
mance of the BJP riding on
Modi’s name, the 'supremo
syndrome ‘where one leader,
his image; the power of his
words and his organised fol-
lowing had overshadowed
the structure ofa multi-party
parliamentary democracy due
to majority in Lok Sabhanow
stands rejected. The nation
rejected the theory that an
entire nation could trust just
one person and one leader,
so much so that no one else
mattered. But now we are
back to a familiar scenario
of coalition governments
that ran the country during
the 1990s and 2000s,where
independence was replaced
by interdependence, and each
party consulted its allies and
even the Opposition before
taking decisions. In this re-
gard the example ofVajpayee
is before us when he led a

journey to the Assembly isvia
the ADCs and unfortunately,
the councils have their own
issues and challenges. Since
the ADCs do not fall under
the purview of the Tenth
Schedule or the Anti-Defec-
tion Law, the most common
problem in the ADCs is the
defection of the MDCs. It
can be a challenge for the
VPP to keep its flock together
if and when it wins the two
councils. Dr. Batskhem Myr-
boh, the spokesperson of the
party, said that the process
of choosing a candidate will
start from the very beginning,
as the party will be careful in
selecting candidates before
the party ticket is allotted to
a person. After winning the
MP election, there will be a
long queue of prospective
candidates vying for the party
ticket, and they can certainly
afford to be selective. This
will make the job both easy
and difficult for the garty
leaders. Myrboh also said in
one of the panel discussions
that the top tier of the party
does not necessarily need to
be politicians; hence, they can
be objective in their selection
ofthe candidates.

The road to the assembly
will also largely depend on
how the VPP performs ifand
when it runs the ADCs, as
people will judge the Party's
performance in the ADCs. It
is certainly not going to be
an easy task because the VPP
will have only less than four
years until the 2028 assembly
elections to prove that they
it is worth the mantle. The
question is, what new poli-
cies, programs, or projects
is VPP going to introduce in
the two ADCs to show that it
is different? The Party has to
demonstrate to the public that
VPP means business and that
it is here to stay.

What makes people
vote for VPP?

This column, dated April
22, observed that during the
campaign for the Shillong
parliamentary seats, VPP
m\es gaining ground because
it was able to connect with
the people. Now the Party
was able to win the hearts of
more than half of the people
who voted because of the
three core agenda ofthe party:
clean politics, which vows to
fight against rampant corrup-
tion in the state, doing away
with nepotism in appoint-
ments to governmentjobs and
the allotment of government
contracts and supply work,
and eradicating poverty in
the State. So to call the vic-
tory mere populist appeal is
to underestimate the wisdom
of the voters.

delegation to the UN at a
time when Narasimha Rao
was Prime Minister. The era
ofunilateral decision-making
featuring sudden, unexpected
decisions as in the case of
demonetization had stunned
the nation. The bulldozer now
has brakes as BJP has seen
its negative impact in Uttar
Pradesh.

The biggest beneficiaries
of this shift will not only be
the alliance partners, or the
states of Andhra Pradesh
and Bihar, eager for long
to receive their special cat-
egory status, but also the
Opposition, which has grown
stronger, and the various in-
stitutions, estates and pillars
of democracy — all of which
found themselves a shade
palerinthe eraofillumination
ofthe top leader. Democracy
will enjoy its good health, its
leisurely stroll in the park,
watching dissent shoot up
through the fountainhead of
liberty, while the damaged
statue of the superman will
only have birds perched on
its shoulders for company,
singing woefully of the by-
gone decade, of a thriving
autocracy, and its sudden
demise.

As a common citizen of
the country, we expect the
smooth running of the gov-
ernment keeping in view the

welfare of each citizen.
Yours etc.,

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Swings in fortune have
seen him in and out of power
over the last four decades.
From getting close to the
prime minister’s post to
slipping to the sidelines of
Andhra Pradesh, Chandra-
babu Naidu has returned
now in his most powerful
avatar yet. He holds the key
to the survival of Modi 3.0.
Naidu’s Telugu Desam Party
swept the polls with 16 out
of 25 MPs and simultaneous
assembly elections with 135
out of 175 MLAs. This re-
sounding victory and his new
role in supporting the NDA
has made him the focus of
the country’s attention with
speculation aboutwhatNaidu
wants in return and what he
will do next. His key role in
shaping and supporting the
governments of HD Deve
Gowda, Inder Kumar Gujral
and Atal Bihari Vajpayee, has
given Naidu a sound track
record in helping build coali-
tion governments.

Chandrababu Naidu has
supped with both sides. He
has been with the BJP; he
has been with the party’s
opponent®. He has glued
together uncertain coalitions
while keeping a firm hold
on his home State, helming
it thrice.

To understand the man of
the moment, and a history
of switching sides, one must
go back to his early days.
As a young MLA from the
districts, in the early 1980s

Chandrababu Naidu Used1to'
share aroom in the hostel set
up,in Hyderabad for legisla-
tors. His room-mate was Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy who like
Naidu later became the chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh.
A photo of leading film star
Jaya Prada used to hang on
the wall of their room. At
that time Reddy and Naidu
were friend? but later they
became political foes. In this
election Naidu beat Jagan
Mohan Reddy (son ofthe now
deceased Rajasekhara Reddy)
to cometo power. Incidentally,
when they shared a room in
the MLA hostel, Naidu was
an ardent Congressman but
switched sides later as he
joinedthe Telugu Desam Party
(TDP). The TDP was founded
by Telugu cine starN T Rama
Rao (NTR)-who was seeking
to create waves in politics.
With his inimitable styleNTR
convinced the electorate that
the Congress party in Delhi
was treating Andhra Pradesh
like a feudal outpost and his
party was an alternative to
this raj.

Meanwhile NTR was also
looking for a suitable groom
for his daughter Bhuvanesh-
wari and zeroed in on Chan-
drababu who came from a
modest rural background but
was seento be very bright. At
the time when the alliance
was fixed in 1981 Naidu
was still a Congressman
and in fact a minister in the
Congress ruled State govern-
ment. After NTR romped
home and became the chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh
in 1983, Naidu left the Con-
gress and joined hands with
NTR’s TDP. The fact that he
lost the assembly election
may have also prompted the
switch over. Naidu had been
with the grand old party since
1975 and was seen as a camp
follower of Sanjay Gandhi.

For his first decade with
the TDP, Naidu was with
the organisation building the
party but had no ministerial
position. However, he had
tremendous power within
the party and this was rec-
ognised. Then in 1990, the
TDP lost power in the State
to the Congress party. Around
that time NTR, a widower,
remarried. His new bride
much younger to him soon
began wielding tremendous
influence in the party. This
was not taken too kindly by
NTR’s children and certainly
not by his son-in-law Naidu.

In 1995, Naidu launched a

coup to oustNTR in a lead-
ing hotel where he collected'
TDP MLAs. Most MLAs
sided with Naidu so NTR |
was deposed and his son-lit [
law took control of the TE>P
and soon the government,.'
As the new chief minister
Chandrababu Naidu allied
with the BJP at the Centre
and when the NDA formed
the government he became
a favourite of Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
Vajpayee used to reportedly-
often consult Naidu. (X
When he came to power,
Hyderabad was a backward
city with dusty roads, NaidU
had his own vision ofdevel-
opment. Taking a cue fronti
neighbouring Bangalore,,
Naidu began promoting hi
tech industries and soft-
ware skills in Hyderabad,
He established Cyberab”d
and to express his serious-.
ness travelled to Seattle and
waited outside the office of _
Bill Gates of Microsoft fqr.
an hour to get an audience m
with him. Soon Microsoft\
set up a development centos,.
in Hyderabad. This was fgf-,
lowed by other companies
and soon Hyderabad was -
seen as a hi-tech city. T te,
real estate business got a .
boost and many institutions
came up. The entire image
of Hyderabad changed aQet,
even municipal services got'
upgraded sprucing the city*
But airthis did not help' .
winthe electionsandin200,

Natfdu’s'party was ou..,_ ,
from power. So was the"
Vajpayee governmentwhich
reportedly advanced ifye
elections on Naidu’s advibe.
Naidu had been apprehend
sive about the 2002 Gujajat
riots and its effects.

After 2004, chastenedby
the Telangana movemeet.
that led to the bifurcation Of -
AndhraPradesh and creation ;
of the new state of Telafl-i,
gana, a powerless Naufu *
now found himself in thS i
new state of Andhra Prad”sQ
which did not have Hydera-;
bad (that went to Telangarta);
Naidu was elected to power ;
in the new Statewhichdidndt -
have a capital- so he decided;
to create Amaravati, a green 1
field capital on the banks of
the river Krishna. The name '
was taken from an ancient.
city inthe neighbourhoodthat’
did not exist anymore but the
new capital came up on what
was farm land. Naidu had a
grand plan: in his first tenti
he had got investments from
the west: US and Europe. In
the second term he wanted'
to build his new State with
investments from the East:;
Japan, Singapore, etc. The
ancientAmaravati was a Bud-
dhist centre. So, with a name,
like this for the capital, he
would get investments frojn
Buddhist countries in the
East, Naidu averred.

But in the 2019 elections
Naidu lost and was out of
power. Before that in 2018 .
he had exited an old alliance;
with BJP. He apparently ]
wanted a special status for ¢
Andhra from the union gbv-1
emment that would brijig
more funds. But this wa§ ]
not forthcoming. Inthe 2019 ,
elections Jagan Reddy won >
AndhraPradesh andthe BJP j
won the Centre. Jagan Reddy .
wanted to shift the capita!to >
Vishakhapatnam, a port city,
causing a lot ofdiscomfiture*.
He increased the number of
districts in Andhra and was
free with handouts straining
the finances ofthe State. This .
time, Andhra has switched
back to its pragmatic de-
velopment icon Naidu who
now holds ajob he has long
mastered: building the State
and maintaining his position
in Delhi at the epicentre ofa
new ruling coalition. I

(The writer is a senior”’
journalist and autWirr-
based in Hyderabad) (Syn-i j
dicate: The Billion Preis)
(email:editor@thebillion- «
press.org) L
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Takeaways from
LS Elections 2024

On June 6, this year, lead- .
ers of Democracies in Eu- By TokiBlah

need to do a critical

reality check!
By Kitdor H. Blah
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Cartelisation & Clandestine deals

. . formed Voice of the People
MEGHALAYA'S second name is obfuscation.

Opacity has been the hallmark in the distribution
of government largesse particularly in awarding
contracts. It is only fair therefore for the High Court
of Meghalaya to quash the work order given by the
Meghalaya Power Generation Corporation Limited
(MePGCL) to a certain contractor, stating that the
Corporation indulged in ‘bid rigging’and carteliza-
tion. The MePGCL had on July 4, 2023 floated a
tender notice for construction of a multi-purpose
indoor stadium at Nongtrai Village in Mawsynram
worth Rs 2.87 crore. According to the petitioner, the
whole process was rigged to favour one party which
perhaps had insider information. W hat is cartelisa-
tion? It means a lobby working in cahoots with
insiders in the MePDCL. That four tenderers would
submit identical rates shows they are a cabal working
in tandem to win all contracts by manipulation. The
Court has cited procedural impropriety, irrational-
ity, arbitrariness and unreasonableness on the part
ofthe tender committee which had gone beyond its
briefto award the contract on a pre-decided party.
The Court has rightly stated that there is a serious
flaw in the decision-making process and set aside
the work order given to one of the parties that is

part ofthe cartel.

This particular case has gained notoriety because
one tenderer approached the High Court atthe risk of
never getting another contract because governments
are known to penalise any whistle-blower. The fact
is that this is a regular phenomenon in Meghalaya
which is the reason for sub-standard construction of
roads and buildings. The manner in which contracts
for the Medical College in Tura or the Meghalaya
State Assembly building and the PA Sangma stadium
were awarded are all shrouded in secrecy. Hence the
extra-long gestation periods when a contractbid won
by a local contractor has to be sub-contracted to an-
other construction firm - naturally from outside the
state-because of its expertise, bettermachinery and
technology. No one really follows up on these con-
tracts once they are awarded. The Shillong-DawKki
road is one example of a project that was awarded
without any transparency. Projects are invariably
marred by time and cost overruns and ithasbeen the
practice to award escalation costs to contractors. This
is also part of the deal where everyone - the PWD
minister, the engineers and others down the line
benefit. No government in Meghalaya has had the
spine to tackle this cartelisation of contract awards
and to take on the number of rent-seekers that are

growing by the day.

At this rate, can Meghalaya ever develop at the
speed that is needed for it to get out of its under-
developmentand poverty syndrome? On the contrary
Meghalaya is slipping on critical human develop-
ment indicators. Sadly, the bureaucracy believes that
all iswell with the State they are posted to. After all,
what can they do when the political system is buried
underthe weightofcorruption. It’sacase of- Ifyou
cannot beat them; join them.

Letters to the Editor

Double trouble
for Mawkhar
Church:
Where angels
fear to tread
the vestry

Editor,

It has come to our under-
standing and notice through
a few elders that the spe-
cial audit, appointed by the
church, had brought to light
matters relating to the money
swindle cases in our church
naming certain of its elders
and a pastor being involved
in the same. It is learnt
that the report mentions
the double entry of money,
the disbursement of funds
without any proper bills, the
inadequacy of cash bills, the
double payments, etc. While
appreciating the initiative of
the Church Committee to
conduct a special audit, it
appears that the Committee
is hell bent on hiding the
truth from the congregation
after finding out the leaders’
involvement.

It is discouraging and
skeptical to see the Church
Committee or the Treasurer
bestowing complete trust on
the ex-chowkidar cum duftry
even after they were aware
of his mishandling funds
and not paying the church’s
electricity bill payment in
2014 or 2015.

The expenses made for
the construction works of
the Sohmylleng Mission,
amounting to crores of ru-
pees, had been done without
any proper bills or invoices

or cash memos. This is done
by one of the newly elected
church deacons whose quali-
fication (self-claimed) is that
of an architect or engineer.
Later it was found out that he
is a mere vocational trainee
from a local institution in
Shillong. In such a sce-
nario, where is the Church
building Committee (which
comprises eminent and re-
puted engineers and architect
members from the church
itself)? This clearly shows
that the Secretary ofthe So-
hmylleng Mission Commit-
tee has by-passed the Church
Building Committee and
acted unilaterally on most
financial transactions.

Also, from the special
audit report, it was discov-
ered that the Church had
purchased the land at So-
hmylleng in 2012 but what
surprises us is that this land
to this date still belongs to an
individual (land owner) and
not the person who actually
sold the land. Now, my ques-
tion is who owns the land
and the assets in Sohmylleng
Mission? Is it the Mawkhar
Presbyterian Church or the
said individual? This shows
how callous and unbothered
the Church had been towards
the contribution of every
hard-earned penny of each
member of its congrega-
tion towards this Mission
because till date there has
been no financial report on
the Sohmylleng Mission
since its inception. Should
we therefore, still have con-
fidence in such a failed body
of untrustworthy leaders?

This is a request to the
Church Committee to take
this matter up on a prior-

rope and of North America,
gathered together in com-
memoration of that historic
D-Day, June 6, 1944 where
so many sacrificed their
lives on the bloody beaches
of Normandy , France for
the sake of Freedom and
Democracy. 80 years down
the line, on June 4, 2024,
140 crore Indians exhibited
to the entire world the results
of how they too endorsed
their concept of Freedom |,
Liberty and Democracy. This
time through the ballot box.
Polling to elect 543 Members
to the Lok Sabha started from
April 19, 2024 , throughout
the length and breadth ofthe
country, in seven phases, to
end on June 1,2024. The re-
sults of these elections were
then declared in a single day
on June 4, 2024.

Now regardless of the
results of this election, as
an Indian | stand proud of
the fact that India and its
teeming millions were able
to accomplish the concept
of adult franchise, that too
by a majority of a poverty
ridden rural electorate, pa-
tiently queueing up under
a blistering pre- monsoon
sun, with such grace, poise
and elegance with nary any
incidences of violence and
bloodshed. Prouder still of
the fact that this motley lot
of semi-literate voters were
able to make the so-called
political pundits and their
exit poll predictions bite the
dust. The people of India
proved thatthey can exercise
their own political common-
sense with no smart ass urban
elite telling them what to do,
Thank -You -So- Much .
Credit must also be given to
the much maligned ECI for
the smooth conduct of these
elections. It did its job! The
polling exercise was amam-
moth endeavour and | am
proud that we Indians pulled
it off with such elan much
to the surprise and perhaps
envy of other older and also
contemporary democracies
the world over.

A new Union Govt has
now been formed under the
Modi 3.0 sarkar. It is atotally
different version ofthe much
touted pre-election, 400 par
BJP juggernaut promised by
the Sangh Parivar and its al-
lies. In the peoples’ mandate
the BJP barely managed
to scrape through to 240

ity basis and take respon-
sibility to resolve these is-
sues that have tom apart
the Church and brought
about disunity and distrust
amongst its members. Trust
can be restored WHEN and
IF only the Church Com-
mittee shows how truthful
and transparent it is towards
its flock and brings into ac-
countthe ones who had been
involved in these financial
misconduct.

If the Church Commit-
tee still turns its deaf ears
towards these issues, we
as members of the Church
will be forced to go beyond
cordial requests and peti-
tions, not holding back even
if we have to face public
disgrace.

We further request the
Church Committee to call
for a general meeting, to give
a copy of the audit report to
each member of the con-
gregation so that all doubts
and distrust can be resolved
before the problem goes out
of hand.

As members of the
Church, we know it is our
right to know the truth no
matter how bitter it may be.
Our Presbyterian Church
had been taught and built
on the principles of truth
and transparency, and when
these are no longer honoured
or followed, we have no
other way but to find justice
through agencies like the
electronic media, the press
and even other legal means
since the money misused is
nobody else’s but ours as a
Congregation.

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

seats. The results it produced
were astounding. The BJP
shockingly and suddenly
discovered that they just
couldn’t form the Govt on
their own. The “400 par”
boast instantly vanished as
hot air from a pricked bal-
loon. A certain BJP “High
Level” leader who recently
had been tinkering with the
idea of divinity for himself,
quickly discovered that his
feet were actually made of
clay and rapidly clambered
down from whatever Mount
Olympus he had dreamed up
for himself. The sad truth had
to be accepted. The BJP had
to find partners for itselfjust
to form the basic numbers
for anew Government. Fond
and cherished, pre- poll
dreams had to be discarded
like soiled underwear and
new strategies for survival
had to be found and quickly.
Formany a BJP stalwart, Oli-
ver Goldsmith’s play, “She
Stoops to Conquer,” must
have made a lot ofsense and
to survive they must stoop
and accept the reality of a
coalition Government. No
other way out!
>This mixed bag of a new
Indian Government at the
centre has now been sworn
in. Narendra Modi will retain
his PM-ship but he will be
stepping into uncharted ter-
ritory. For the last 10 years
India had been governed by
autocracy. From today on-
wards consultation, discus-
sions and sounding out coali-
tion partners will become a
must. Party ideologies might
have to be swept backstage
ifthe Govt is to survive. For
a once sure footed autocrat
to find himself standing on
a slipper carpet that can be
jerked from under his feet
could be most disorienting.
Citizens have done theirjob!
Now they wait with mixed
expectations to see if Modi
can manage and handle a
consultation based coalition!
Not many tears however will
be shed at the diminished
powers ofthe PMO!
Speaking of expectations
we Indians will anxiously be
watching the performance
of NDA 3.0. A strong de-
mocracy also demands a
strong and vibrant Oppo-
sition. The beauty of this
election is that the people
of India have been able to

Why an
ethno-centric
name for
a ‘State’
University?

Editor,

Why should Meghalaya’s
first State University be
named as 'Captain William-
son Sangma State Univer-
sity' and not 'Meghalaya
University' to make it truly
inclusive? Can legislators
from Khasi Hills, Jaintia
Hills and Ri Bhoi districts
explain? The University is
located in Garo Hills so is
that not enough that it has to
also be named after a Garo
leader? Was it a ploy to first
pass it in the Legislative
Assembly as the 'Captain
Williamson Sangma Tech-
nical University Act, 2011
and then amended through
the 'Captain Williamson
Sangma Technical (Amend-
ment) Act, 2023' to make it
a State University, replacing
the word 'technical' with
'State?' | can't imagine how
our elected legislators, all
36 of them, fully endorsed
the nomenclature without
application of mind. Or per-
haps, they were all charmed
and outwitted by the Garo
friend heading the coalition
government of MDA-2. The
problem is the name and
not the location; the State
University can be located
anywhere inthe State. None
of the institutes such as
NEHU, 1IM, NEIGRIHMS,
NIFT, NIT, CAU, etc. bears
any State leader’s name, be
it Khasi or Garo, then why

show their understanding
of democracy by voting for
such an opposition. Gover-
nance in the future shall no
longer exemplify a runaway
horse. The Executive shall
be treading on eggshells.
It can’t just bulldoze its
style of governance through
Parliament as it did in the
last 10 years. Aside from
consultations within its own
ranks the Government also
needs to publicly enunciate
its policies for both Home
and External affairs. On the
domestic front the opposition
will keenly be watching on
how this Government deals
with pressing issues such
as poverty, unemployment,
inflation and growth of the
economy.

Onthe International stage
where India is emerging as a
major player, the resurgence
ofanew World Order; the re-
vival ofanew Cold Warwith
all its hazards of a nuclear
holocaust; the reshaping of
new alliances; the threat ofa
China with dreams of world
domination, the importance
of the Indo-Pacific region
as a pivot for world peace
and global order are chal-
lenges that India shall have
to address and articulate if it
wishes to retain its image as
aworld power.

As this new Government
forges ahead on how to bring
growth and development
to the country; as we strive
to stake claim on the world
stage, we have to be clearand
lucid on what we want the
world to hear and see. Trans-
parency and clarity on both
domestic and global issues
shall therefore be aprerequi-
site that shall need both pol-
ish and refinement. Policies
and intentions can no longer
be articulated through placid
and lackadaisical Qodi media
channels nor via rambling
discourses ofaweekly Mann
ki Baat programme ( or
“monkey baths” as the in-
ternational press sneeringly
calls them) The PM should
now be prepared to face the
rough and tumble of regular
press conferences, however
fearsome and intimidating
they might appear to be..

Nearer home the Lok
Sabha elections brought
in electrifying and unex-
pected results. In the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills, the newly

should the first State Uni-

versity be named as such? It

should look inclusive by the
very name itself.

Yours etc.

Prof. Lakhon Kma

Shillong-4

Traffic
congestion
in Shillong -
A student’s
viewpoint

Editor,

Through the columns of
your esteemed daily, | wish
to convey my thoughts on
the state of traffic flowing
through our city roads, or
rather, not flowing at all.
Traffic jams are now part
and parcel of our lives and
the honking of horns have
become the soundtracks to
our everyday existence. The
traffic jams are such a big
part of our lives that a quiet
and peaceful street inthe city
is the most unusual thing.

As a student now study-
ing at the Higher Secondary
level, | have to leave home
early to beat the traffic to
reach school. But it seems
to me that every time, the
traffic beats me. This causes
a big problem for all of us
and especially for the ones
living far away.

I do understand that ev-
eryone who is stuck in traffic
and, thus, makes up traffic
are all trying to do the same
thing as I, and thus much
blame cannot fall on them.
But this begs the question,
“Who is responsible for the
traffic congestion?"

Party (VPP) romped in home
with a huge majority over its
more established opponents.
The “Clean Politics” call of
the VPP trampled underfoot
with undisguised contempt
the customary “money for
votes” tactics that Megha-
laya politics had for so long
depended on. The, “Ha u
Prah," chant and song caught
the imagination and stirred
the emotions of a fatigued
electorate that has had its
fill of the corruption in the
so-called, “High Level,”
echelons of politics. The
counting on June 4, clearly
established the fact that the
people wanted change, espe-
cially change in the mode of
governance. The VPP carried
the day and their expecta-
tions to do the same on the
forthcoming KHADC and
JHADC elections isjustified.
It is however hoped that the
VPP also comes out with
their vision for both the jaded
District Councils, otherwise,
they will simply end up as
just another regional party
out to grab power by what-
ever means.

In the Garo Hills the
voter also expressed his
dissatisfaction with the non-
performance of its incum-
bent MP of the NPP. Here
too the people’s desire for
change brought victory to
the Congress candidate, Sa-
leng Sangma. It is therefore
prudent to analyse what is
this so-called change that
the people of Meghalaya are
hungry for. It should not be
interpreted nor confined as
a demand for a change of
faces or Parties only. To do
so would be betraying the
people who have chosen
these MPs and the parties
they belong to. To me the
people thirst for clean gover-
nance; for a Government and
a system of governance that
brings Hope for the future
and delivers on its promises
to the present; for a system
of governance that remains
relevant to the needs of the
poor and the downtrodden.
A change from a governance
that feeds the rich and ‘High
Level’to one thatis sensitive
to the hunger and cravings of
the needy. This is the change
the people yearn for.

My only hope is that the
powers that be shall not once
again let down the simple
folks that brought them to
power.

An easy way to answer
the question is to blame the
government. Yes, the gov-
ernment could do with the
widening and maintenance
ofroads and ensuring proper
traffic personnel situated at
appropriate and highly con-
gested areas during the rush
hours. They could also help
by improving the existing
transport services to be safer
and more consistent. We all
will agree that this will im-
mensely help in combating
the menace oftraffic. Butthe
true blame can only go to the
ones behind the wheel and
the helmet-donning ninjas,
weaving through the lanes.
The true blame for all ofthis
falls onto you and me.

The traffic problems of
the city eventually boil down
to the nature of mankind;
the disobedience ofthe law,
the arrogance of not letting
another vehicle go past, the
making of every possible
nook and cranny into a park-
ing spot, the lack of consid-
eration for other people and
their time. Only if we grow
as a people and go through
life with a mindset of co-
operation and putting others
before ourselves, will the
problems of traffic disap-
pear, and that of the society
will too.

Yours etc.,

Aaron Mewanlam
Balambok Lyndem

A student of Class XlI
St. Edmund’s Higher
Secondary School
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Political parties in Me-
ghalaya need to take a very
serious reality check. Just
two or three days before the
counting of votes, an inter-
view was done by a local
news channel on YouTube
where all the leaders of the
political parties talked about
their own base, and said
that no one party will have
an easy win. The exception
was the spokesperson ofthe
Voice ofPeople Party (VPP),
who exuded confidence in a
big win from the start.

After the high voter turn-
out on April 19, even by low
or conservative estimates,
VPP was always going to
cross the 4,00,000 mark eas-
ily and it was always going
to win by a margin of 1lakh
to 1.5 lakh votes. This was
always going to be the case
and yet, the leaders of the
other parties could not see it
or refused to acknowledge
it. This was a low estimate,
minimising VPP's incursion
into the base of Congress
and the NPP and assuming
that new voters were dis-
tributed evenly among the
main contenders, and also
assuming that the high turn-
out was equally distributed
among dormant voters who
never voted in the last Lok
Sabha elections and newly
registered voters.

But after the results, what
we saw was that VPP per-
formed maximally well and
exceeded the expectations
even ofmany ofits support-

performance of the NDA
in Meghalaya, as well as in
Mizoram and Nagaland? We
cannot blame the Assam CM
alone, however shameless
his comments were. It was
also the Congress leader
in Meghalaya himself who
used the term ‘Christian
BJP.

The intellectuals have
nothing to lose for holding
to afictitious narrative, but it
has proven very costly forthe
political parties. Personally,
I do not see any substance
in that narrative. Is invok-
ing the name of God against
secularism? After all, every
person is inevitably guided
by his value system. My
personal view is that there
isamodem hyper-sensitivity
to anything religious, and
this modem Rationalism in-
terprets the word Secular to
mean Anti-Religion, which
is wrong. So, as soon as the
name of God is invoked in
any sense, these scholars
tend to react hyper-sensi-
tively and unfortunately,
equate it with the fanati-
cism of Hindutva ideology.
Unfortunately, the political
parties fed offof this narra-
tive and it cost them dearly.
The consequences of run-
ning an election campaign
on these fictitious issues
is reflected in the election
results. The people did not
buy it; it did not resonate
with them and hence they
voted accordingly. While
the VPP was always go-

Lookingforward to the next ADC election,
there is one simple taskfor the VPP, and that
is, to draw a similar turnout again. 1fit can
do this, it will be an even bigger win in the
ADC elections without the non-tribal vote. But
what the otherpolitical parties should

understand and take stock ofis that the result i

o fthe MI?gtection means that we can no
longer have a low or conservative estimate of
VPP's vote share in the coming ADC election.

ers including the estimates
given by its leaders'. So,
looking forward to the next
ADC election, there is one
simple task for the VPP, and
that is, to draw a similarturn-
out again. Ifit can do this, it
will be an even biggerwinin
the ADC elections without
the non-tribal vote. But what
the other political parties
should understand and take
stock of is that the result of
the MP election means that
we can no longer have a low
or conservative estimate
of VPP's vote share in the
coming ADC election. That
ship has sailed. So, even if
the turnout in the coming
ADC election is reduced by
5 or even 10 per cent, the
results would still match the
low estimates of VPP'S vote
share in this MP election,
which the other parties did
not even acknowledge just
days before counting.

So, the only question is,
will the VPP still draw a
similar turnout in the com-
ing election? Judging by
the victory rally on June 8,
andjudging by social media
popularity, there is no reason
to believe that itwill not. But
the other parties have so far
refused to associate social
media popularity with real
life popularity. After the
state assembly elections last
year, an NPP leader stated
that VPP is an East Khasi
Hills party that will make
no impact in Jaintia Hills.
This disconnect with real-
ity among the other parties
is so interesting to behold.
Of course, the results of
this MP election means that
they are so far off reality
that they need to do a criti-
cal reality check and stop
politicizing non-issues like
lineage or fictitious issues
like labelling VPP a Chris-
tian BJP. But it is not only
the political parties that are
focusing onfictitious issues.
There were some scholars
and intellectuals who were
contributing to these ficti-
tious issues, and between
them and the parties, there
was an echo chamber that
disconnected them from the
ground reality. Is it any won-
der that the Assam CM was
emboldened to use that same
fiction to justify the dismal

ing to win, following the
high turnout, the maximally
good performance is also
a reflection of the abysmal
campaign of the other es-
tablished parties, whose
main issues were lineage
and religion. In hindsight,
the other parties should see
just how abhorrent it was to
use these non- issues in their
campaign.

But it is also interesting
to see that not only did the
other parties focus on ficti-
tious issues; they also failed
to take real issues seriously
such as the issue of CUET.
The recent corruption case
in the GHADC as well that
came under the scanner
of the Lokayukta, was not
taken seriously. Ifthe ques-
tion in this election was how
much incursion the VPP was
going to make into Jaintia
Hills, 1 believe that we can
also ask how much incur-
sion is VPP going to make
into Garo Hills if the other
parties continue to focus
on non- issues and fail to
take real issues seriously.
Of course, the big win by
Congress in Tura seat means
that the Congress party is
still the largest single party
in Meghalaya parliamentary
politics, with 34% of the
vote share, despite its poor
performance in Shillong
seat. And this will reflect in
the ADC elections in Garo
Hills as well. But even ifthe
Congress party is the single
largest party in Meghalaya
parliamentary politics, it
is not by a lot, as the VPP
follows with a close 33%
of the vote share, and that
too without any presence in
Garo Hills, yet.

So, as we look forward
to the next election season
- that of the ADCs, | appeal
to the intellectuals and the
political parties to stop mak-
ing issues out ofnon- issues,
and to stop creating fictitious
issues. The political parties,
especially, must take stock
of the election results and
do a critical reality check,
because as it is today, they
have completely lost the
plot. As forthe VPP, ifiit can
draw out the same numbers,
then it will create history
yet again.
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Continuity as mantra

CONTINUITY is the

‘mantra’ for the third NDA

government cobbled together by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi. Major portfolios have
been reserved for the second line of leaders in the

cabinet. His previous council of ministers too remains

largely intact. Admittedly, the seniors in the previous

ministry have acquitted themselves well, be it Amit
Shah, Rajnath Singh, Nirmala Sitharaman, Nitin

Gadkari or S Jaishankar. They formed the bulwark

ofthe Modi government and will remain so hereafter

too. Significantly, neither the Telugu Desam nor the
JDU could browbeat the NDA leadership or Modi
to give them top portfolios. For now, the regional

satraps from Bihar and AP are reconciled to what

they got but are more interested in claiming special

statuses for their states and wresting development

funds. However, considering their past proclivities,

they would bide their time. For now what the two

have stated is they want larger financial allocations

and other support for their states. This perhaps is

also to keep a door open for an exit at a suitable time

by making unreasonable demands and then ditching
the NDA for not “protecting and promoting” their

states’interests. That will make them heroes in their

states. By all reckoning, Modi kept his composure

despite the hit he took this time in terms of the fall
in numbers for the BJP in the Lok Sabha.
The unsatisfactory performance of the BJP in

the present elections was caused primarily because

Modi’s popularity took a hit because ofthe gap be-

tween promise and delivery and the hate speeches

spewed by Modi during the campaign trail. The
other reason is the failure of the BJP leadership in

strengthening the organisational heft after Amit Shah
handed overthe leadership to JP Nadda. He has been
‘safely’taken out ofthat position and given back the

health minister’s post this time; a ministry that he

had handled earlier.

Among the NDA alliance partners, the JDS from
Karnataka got the heavy industries ministry, Telugu
Desam from AP the Civil Aviation ministry and JDU
of Nitish Kumar took panchayats, fisheries etc -- a
taming ofthe shrew’effectto those who sought port-

folios like Finance or Home for themselves. Neither

did Shivraj Singh Chouhan get a plum ministry; He

has to remain content with the rural development

ministry. Clearly, Modi knows who to keep where

to safeguard his own long-term interests. Modi is a

status quoist. He’s happy with polishing the surface

and not keen on an overhaul, as was also amply evi-

dent in his style of governance in the past 10 years.
This presupposes a sail through placid waters. He
does not believe in confronting the system or raising

the heat. For this reason alone the wait for a bold
overhaul ofthe antiquated systems in this country

isbut a pipe dream.

Letters to the Editor

Lack of
transparency
in MPSC

results

Editor,

"A lack of transparency
results in distrust and a deep
sense of insecurity,"” (The
Dalai Lama).

This is the kind of sce-
nario that prevails among the
candidates who appeared for
various recruitment exams
conducted by the Meghalaya
Public Service Commission
(MPSC). The MPSC fails
to bring transparency in the
declaration ofresults of vari-
ous recruitment exams in the
following ways:

1. The Commission
never discloses the "Of-
ficial Answer Keys" to the
Candidates. Although most
of the screening tests or
examinations conducted by
the MPSC are MCQs (objec-
tive type) with Optical Mark
Recognition (OMR) Answer
sheets, the Commission nev-
er releases the answer keys
on its website.

2. The Commission never
releases the "Cut-off marks"
required to pass the exams.
The candidates who passed
just know that they passed
and the candidates who
failed just know that they
failed based on the display of
roll numbers by the MPSC.

3. The Commission never
discloses the "marks ob-
tained by the candidates".
The failed candidates never
know how short their marks
are from the cut-off mark.
Any candidate who wishes
to know his/her marks has
to apply for the same to the
Commission.

As such, the candidates
are kept in the dark. If Cen-
tral Service Commissions
like the UPSC and the SSC
and State Service Commis-
sions like the Assam Public
Service Commission and
others can make available
these vital information to the
candidates on their websites,
then why not the MPSC?

In view ofthe above, the
Commission is expected to
take up this matter very seri-
ously and to do the needful
S0 as to ensure transparency,
trust and security among the
candidates in future exami-
nations

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Via email

Drawing
wisdom from
U Soso Tham

and Eliot

Editor,

Michael N. Syiem's letter
ofappreciation for my book,
"Great Minds on India",
(ST June 5, 2024), deeply
touched me. His viewpoints
resonated with many, espe-
cially with his apt citation
of the revered poet Soso
Tham’s poem: “knowledge
we seek around the world,
wisdom ofour own we know
nothing of.” This sentiment
struck a deep chord with
me, too.

In my early research days,
my mind was filled with
similar thoughts, especially
after plunging deeper into
several ancient texts. | dis-
covered a vast difference
in the depth of knowledge
between the West and the
East. Yet, | hesitated to fully

The politics of
hunger strikes

Bindas Syiem, with a firm
demand that the government
immediately construct the
Nongpoh-Umden-Sonapur
road, has been on fast for 5
days at least, in the parking
lot of the Additional Secre-
tariat. It has become more
and more evident that the
decision to go for this form
of protest was not a solo one.
That the “fast unto death’ is
devoid of politics does not
seem to be true. Whether the
Mawlong Nongtluh resident
is used by groups or individ-
uals need not be established.
What is important to ask is,
‘What will the indefinite fast
achieve’?

Over two years ago, from
May 23 to June 2, 2023, the
whole state watched the high
profile fast ofthe Voice ofthe
People Party (VPP) presi-
dent, Ardent Miller Basa-
iawmoit in the same vicinity.
What did the 10 day strike
do? It popularised the VPP
no end. Through the Anna
Hazare style protest spread
the fame of the new party in
the state, outside the state and
even abroad. Lip synchroni-
zation ofthe party’s election
song ‘Kongdeng Kongnah
ha u Prah; Bahdeng Bahnah
ha u Prah,” by social media
performers reached Africa
and Europe. The modern
media helped VPP to meet
the target. It propelled the
party, with just four MLAsS,
to a sensational win of the
MP Shillong seatby 3,71,910
votes leaving established
parties dumbfounded. The
likes of Prestone Tynsong
and Rakkam A. Sangma had
to sound childishwhile react-
ing to the massive victory. So
politically the VPP achieved
much more than expected.

Butthat was not the stated
aim of the fast. It was to
demand for the review and
revamp ofthe state’s reserva-
tiop policy which the VPP
had dubbed as outdated.
The propaganda was mainly
to change allocation of gov-
ernment jobs of 40 per cent
each to the Khasi and Garo
communities. Basaiawmoit’s
fast put immense pressure on
the Government as crowds
threateningly swelled the
venue day by day and night
by night. The government
said ‘Yes’ to setting up the
expert committee to end
the fast of the increasingly
popular boss of the VPP.
More than once the Govern-
ment had rejected the same
demand on the floor of the
house but it bent its will to
the VPP fearing more dam-
age. After more than a year

appreciate or criticize this
disparity. Amidst this real-
ization and dilemma, T.S.
Eliot, a prominent Western
intellectual, instilled in me a
sense of conviction and cour-
age. Eliot, celebrated as one
ofthe 20th century’s greatest
poets and a Nobel Laureate,
was profoundly “amazed”
at the depth of ancient In-
dian wisdom. In his book
“After Strange Gods”, he
wrote, “Indian philosophers’
subtleties make most of the
European philosophers look
like schoolboys.”

Eliot’s most widely read
poem, “The Waste Land,”
abounds with echoes of East-
ern wisdom. His exploration
of life's incompleteness and
the "lifegiving waters" flow-
ing through the crack in the
rock resonates with Eastern
philosophical concepts. This
sense of incompleteness
aligns with the Eastern doc-
trines ofimpermanence, with
an emphasis on developing an
inner.thirst for deeper mean-
ings and striving for higher
possibility. Recognizing our
own incompleteness and
frailties in life fosters a sense
of humility, encouraging us
to remain open to learning
and self-growth. Eliot finally
concludes the poem with
the Sanskrit words "Shantih
shantih shantih,” meaning
peace in every respect.

Ironically, we Indians ha-
bitually look up to the West
for knowledge, probably
weighed down by a syn-
drome of inferiority. Such
entrenched scepticism usual-
ly holds us back from appre-
ciating our wealth of knowl-
edge as also pointed out by
Michael Syiem. In contrast,
many Western scholars, in-
cluding leading scientists,

By Albert Thyrniang

what has the Committee
done? How many times have
members of the Committee
met? In its demand, during
and prior to the hunger strike
days the VPP sounded that
the reservation be ‘set right’
on a fast track mode. But the
VPP has gone silent knowing
fully well that the sensitive
issue cannot be solved ac-
cording to one’s fancy. The
VPP seems to have accepted
that the 50 plus year old
policy cannot possibly be
touched. In the meantime
the people have been fooled
though the VPP has gained
immeasurable mileage.

We can also question
the merits of the indefinite
hunger strike of the then
KHNAM leader Adelbert
Nongrum in 2015 (presently
the VPP legislator) over the
KHAD (Village Administra-
tion) Bill, 2014 and the five-
day sit-in-protest in 2022
on his five points charter of
demands that included the
review of the state reserva-
tion policy, the relocation
of the Sweepers’ Colony
and resolution ofthe long
pending Meghalaya- Assam
boundary dispute.

Now we address the Bin-
das Syiem fast! The widow
and mother of three had to
leave behind her family and
children with a placard de-
manding the overhaul ofthe
dilapidated 45 odd Km road
that has caused immense
trouble especially for the
sick; to travelers who have to
suffer aches and pains while
traversing the road and those
whose vehicles are damaged.
The extreme step is the cul-
mination ofvarious protests,
memoranda and ultimatums
over the neglected road. The
fast has taken place because
the sweet promises of politi-
cians have come to naught.
While on election campaign
the PWD minister, Prestone
Tynsong termed the road
the ‘backbone’ofthe people
and assured that the crucial
intermediate road would be
constructed within a time
frame. The present local
MLAtoo gave similar under-
takings. Now the blame is on
a short duration model code
ofconduct and various tech-
nicalities. Prior to election
the promise was ‘very soon’,
post-election the appeal to
the public is ‘patience’.

In all likelihood the Non-
gpoh - Umden - Sonapur
road will be constructed soon
enough. Those demanding

never hesitated to describe
the knowledge of the West
as “cold, and mean,” when
compared to the richness
of Eastern philosophical
wisdom. For instance, a
great French philosopher
and critic Johann Gottfried
Herder noted, "Mankind's
origins can be traced to India,
where the human mind first
shaped wisdom and virtue
with simplicity, strength, and
sublimity, which has nothing
equivalentin our philosophi-
cal, cold European world."
Finally, letme wrap up the
letter with a serious observa-
tion from a Nobel Laureate
scientist, Erwin Schrodinger,
who wrote in his, ‘My World
View:” “Some blood trans-
fusion from the East to the
West is amust to save West-
ern science from spiritual
anemia.” | don’t think the ra-
tionalist scientist expressed
such thoughts in jest. Our
mere groping in the science
laboratory and materialistic
pursuits can distance us from
profound truths and light of
reality.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong-2

On child

labour

Editor,

If we are against child
labour and want to observe
the World Day Against Child
Labour on June 12, then we
should unlearn the myth
that poverty is to be allevi-
ated first and then only the
problem of child labour can
be solved. This myth gives
moral support to child labour
and makes us unsure about
how to react to someone who

this road will get their wish-
es. Itis good for the people of
that part of Ri Bhoi district.
They have suffered enough.
However pertinent questions
need to be raised. Is the
Government serious only
when it is pushed to a cor-
ner? Does the Government
construct roads only when
someone fasts unto death?
One wishes the Nongpoh -
Umden - Sonapur residents
well but the neighbouring
Mawhati-Umsiang road is
at least 200% worse than the
former. On MP election trail
the NPP candidate and min-
ister, Ampareen Lyngdoh,
after traveling on the bumpy
five kilometre stretch from
Assam border to Umsiang,
was in tears to woo voters.
Now those tears have dried
up and she may never ven-
ture to that part of the world
again. She may rarely travel
on similar roads to far flung
villages even as Agriculture
minister.

Recently, | wanted to trav-
el from Umsiang to Mawhati
and then to Umsning. He
was told, “Your vehicle may
not reach Mawhati. Even if
it does it will land up in the
garage.’ So he proceeded up
to Sonapur and asked people
whether | could go up to
Nongpoh through Umden.
They signalled ‘yes’. The
road was by no means excel-
lent but my vehicle reached
Nongpoh without any hitch.
There was no need to visit
the garage. So which one
is more deserving? Which
road should get the priority?
Does the Nongpoh - Um-
den - Sonapur road have
more weight because it is
associated with the capital,
Nongpoh while Mawhati is
much less significant merely
by location?

The Umsning-Mawhati-
Umsiang road was supposed
to be a two lane road all
through. But the project
has reached Mawhati only.
The NPP government and
the former representative
Dasakhiatbha Lamare in-
augurated the foundation
stone with all fanfare. But
from Mawhati to Umsning
it is forgotten. Even pick-ups
and trucks overturn on the
road itselfbecause ofthe 4/5
feet ditches. The Nongpoh-
Umden - Sonapur road may
be constructed up to Umden
only. The Umden-Sonapur
stretch might be left behind
for a long time. The periph-
ery isofno importance to this

says that he is doing a great
favour to a child's family by
employing her/him because
otherwise the child would
have starved to death but
now, the child is having a
square meal every day, and
some monthly remuneration
aswell."

An incident happened
during my college days when
my common sense could not
agree with this false idea.
But | could not find a counter
logic to come out of it.

It was a day when my
college friends and | visited
an eatery. | found many child
workers had been doing the
job of waiters, which made
me uncomfortable. | asked
the owner why he employed
so many child workers. Pat
came his reply inthe form of
aquestion, "Thenwhao'll give
these poor children food?
Will you?"

This made me very un-
comfortable. But | told my
friends that I didn’t like the
argument. It is like giving
moral support to nipping a
child's potential in the bud.
However, | didn’t know the
answer to the problem.

That somewhat cleared
our conscience, and we had
our lunch promptly served
by a pair of small hands ofa
child waiter. | asked him his
name, and he answered soft-
ly, "Bilu", without shifting
his focus from the tray full
of steaming hot dishes that
he had been carrying with
utmost care to unload them
from one table to another.
After giving Bilu a decent tip
we headed for a movie.

Then one day, | read in
a newspaper Nobel lau-
reate Kailash Satyarthi's
comments on child labour.
He said, "Poverty does not

and past Governments. Then
there is petty politics. Since
Nongpoh is represented by
the UDP, an MDA partner the
attention is right there while
Mawhati, a Congress seat
in the Opposition is given a
royal snub. The deputy chief
minister himselfsaid, ‘those
outside the MDA bus won't
get water from the Syntex
tank.” Mayralborn Syiem,
though under fire, is happy
because his constituency will
improve and will definitely
claim credit for it. He may
be in linetojoin the NPP fold
before the next elections.

The Government will give
a ‘convincing’ assurance to
Bindas Syiem. She and her
team will be satisfied. Even a
promise to construct the first
phase (unto Umden) might
do for the protesters. The
fast will be called off. The
Nongpoh-Umden-Sonapur
road will certainly begetter.
Thatwill be the achievement
of the strike. But will it im-
prove the road condition in
the rural sector ofthe state? It
is doubtful. The Government
has only itselfto blame itself.
It acts only under pressure
and not on a priority basis.
The fact that there is no
common minimum program
even after nearly six years
in office speaks volumes.
Development takes place
haphazardly and not in a
planned manner.

Who will fast for the hun-
dreds ofroads that are as bad
as or even worse than the
Nongpoh-Umden-Sonapur
road? Even if there are, only
a couple of other souls will
stand up for the suffering
populace. For them the gov-
ernment may complete the
executive works. For the rest
no one will bother. This isthe
implication of the Bindas’
fast. Unfortunately this is
the sorry state of affairs in
Meghalaya today.

Way back in 2022, on Re-
public day, Chief Minister,,
Conrad Sangma proclaimed
that Meghalaya was to be
one of India's top 10 states in
10years. Sangma followed it
up with the promise to make
the state a $10-billion econo-
my. He slammed critics who
doubted his ambition. Now
what has been achieved?
People have to fast for a
chance to see good roads.
Clearly such utterances are
but catchy slogans.

The current protest in
Shillong has a message:
those who are able to set up
candidates for indefinite fasts
will reap the benefits. Others
will be ignored by the powers
that be.

breed child labour, but it is
child labour that perpetuates
poverty, unemployment,
illiteracy, and population
growth.

Satyarthi’s clear ideas
helped me find an answer
to my own dilemma. | have
profound respect for thisNo-
bel laureate who struggled
all his life to stop children
being exploited as labour
instead of attending school.

This got me thinking as
to what would have been
the outcome if the owner
of the eatery didn’t employ
child workers. | realised
that he would not have any
other option but to employ
adult workers (who could be
Bilu's unemployed adult el-
der brother). Also, he would
have had to pay more for
those adult workers. So, his
engaging Bilu and others
was nothing but to extract
more profit!

Moreover, if Bilu hap-
pened to become "unem-
ployed"”, his parents might,
in all probability, send him
to a school to at least get a
midday meal!

Kailash Satyarthi has bro-
ken a long-standing myth
that gives child labour less
importance than poverty.
The truth is - child labour is
one of the reasons for pov-
erty and unemployment. As
amatter of fact, every child’s
entry into the job market
actually closes the job op-
portunity of an adult.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Don’t Clap for the
Slap...!

It was a tight slap on the
actress that left its mark!

An act that should be
condemned, however much
we try to justify the reason
behind it. It was not done
by some angry member of
the public but carried out by
one in uniform who was sup-
posed to guard and. protect
citizens.

A guardian of the law,
broke the law. But in that
slap, law breaking has come
full circle.

In the last ten years hoo-
ligans, thugs, ruffians, and
rapists have been shown the
blind eye. Vigilant mobs
have roamed the country,
thrashing, assaulting and
lynching those who followed
another dietary preference
to theirs. They’ve stopped
trucks, carrying animals
who’staste they did not sub-
scribe to, beaten and killed
owners and drivers.

They’ve looked into
homes where women cooked
and if their noses smelt
smells their own Kitch-
ens ne’er produced, they
seized those meals meant
for the poor and hungry
who couldn’t afford what
these mobsters ate. They
mobbed what wais once a
peaceful nation, rushing
into places ofworship where
citizens worshipped in ways
different from theirs, broke
walls, burnt sacred objects,
like crosses and altars, mo-
lested worshippers, thrashed
priests, and with jeers and
cries of jubilation, went to
the next.

the tongue; jeering, sneering,
ridiculing! . *

Let the slaps stop!

Like I said, we have a
second chance today, and
though the opposition have
won a great victory, still it'
is a time to sow, and not,a
time to crow.

Though the galvanising
of thought and ideas were
hugely successful, though
the Constitution ofthe courts
try has been saved, yet it is
not atime to crow over one’s
victory. There were many
who dreamt of a Rajya that
would be of one religion
superseding others. There
were many who dreamt-Qf
being the firstamong equals,
and their dreams have begn
gently laid, aside by tlje
electorate, but that doesn’t
mean we who laid such ideas
aside, crow over this. This
is a time of healing, not ,of
clapping over a slap.

My mind goes to a huge
magnificent incident, where
witnesses ofthe event could
have gone berserk with ju-
bilation. It was spectacular
glorious, and majestic..It
was a slap on the face ofthe
perpetrators of injustice. . It
put to end every unjust apt,
every humiliation that the
victim had to undergo, a one-
sided trial, and a barbaric
crucifixion! <u

The event was the al*
cension of Christ. He wtfs
lifted up into heaven in the
presence of five hundrejd
witnesses. Not one, not two,
notjust his band of disciples
but by five hundred men afid
women! *

BANTER

BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

They separated couples
in the name of love jihad,
pulling women away from
their lawful wedded spouses
and murdered those men
who dared fall in love with
another from another faith.

They marched into hos-
pitals, smashed X ray ma-
chines, ransacked opera-
tion theatres, threw cancer
patients from their wards,
thrashed and injured doc-
tors.

They shot journalists
dead, point blank, whose
writings they cared not for,
and scared the rest into silent
submission.

They added these new
‘slap’ freedoms to their list
of ‘breakable laws’ pinned
to their sleeves.

They ran into college
campuses, pulled out those
who thought different, bat-
tered them, whether they
wore trousers or skirts.

They stopped cars on
highways. Raped women
travelling in them. They
stopped the screening of
films whose plot they did not
understand. They followed
tourists, and if perchance
they did not allow a selfie
with them, beat them up,
groped their women, left
them wounded, bloodied and
often times dead.

“Stop!” shouted their
leaders, as the world asked
questions. “Stop!” they
cried as foreign presidents
commented how unsafe the
country had become. “Stop,
before it is too late!”

But it was too late. Be-
cause violence once set free
obeys no handler. And when
the one in uniform beats
their own master or mistress
as was this case, then you
know that with that resound-
ing slap, violence had come
full circle.

But hush! There is a
second chance today: The
people even as they con-
demn this slap, also want
other slaps to stop; lynching,
police brutality, unfair laws,
rapes and murders. And
other violence created by

They could have raised
a riot with what they had
just seen; a man, beaten,
thrashed, spat upon, and
despised by the crowd, being
lifted up, proving to every
single man and woman,
those in power and thosie
who cried, ‘Crucify Him!.”
that He was indeed the Son
of God, that indeed all fle
said and preached in His
sermons and discourses were -
the gospel truth. '

His followers could have
gone berserk with victory,
but they did not. They did
not use the occasion as. a
time to crow, but used the
time as the beginning of a
time to sow.

Sow what? Sow love
to replace hate. Sow truth
to replace falsehood! Sow
humility to replace pride and
sow forgiveness to replacg
vengeance! >

That’s what we need to
start doing: In WhatsApp
groups that were for Rahul
and his allies | see senti-
ments of revenge and anger
and abuse sprouting. In dor
ing so, how different are
you from what you fought
against?

This isatime to sow love,
to sow forgiveness. This isa
time to build peace, harmony
and sometimes like Gandhiji
did, the only time to turn the
other cheek at slights and
hurtful statements. We need
to sow, but the first poitit
about sowing is to empty
our baggage of anger and
fear. We need to turn cfur
swords into ploughshares
Our daggers into embrace?
of love.

It’s over two thousand
years since that Ascension
into heaven took place and
the sowing has been painful
and slow, but that’s the pace
of love, especially when it
has to replace hate.

But, now is the time;to
sow, not clap over a slap,©:
crow over a defeat..! )

Read more in the author's
motivational book DARE
available on Amazon.in

bobsbanterfajgmail.com
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Need to Strengthen Community Policing
MEGHALAYA isatransitroute fordrugs coming in
from the Manipurand Mizoram route via Silchar. Itis

no secretthat the State now hasagrowing number of

substance abusers including injecting drug users as is

evident from the syringes carelessly thrown around at

various places. Disenchanted young people with no

roadmap forthe future tend to resortto drug use and

before long they are addicted beyond redemption.

W hat is also a matter of concern is that the number

of detoxification and rehabilitation centres are very

few compared to the numberofpeople needing help.

There isthe Meghalaya Institute Mental Health and
Neurological Sciences (MIMHANS) in Shillong and
the SANKER Nursing home - the first rehabilita-
tion centre for alcoholics and drug abusers as well

as people with mental health problems. There are

other rehabilitation centres in the districts but they

are unable to deal with the burgeoning problems.
There isan urgentneed to reduce the influx ofdrugs
but to expect the police alone to do it is futile. The

police have their hands full tackling crime related

to drug use which is a string of thefts occurring in

every locality of Shillong. Itiscommon to find petty

thieves cutting down electrical wires and cables so

they can sell the copper to meet their craving for

drugs. There are home break-ins and stealing of
other public utilities too. For an addict not getting
his/her fix results in severe withdrawal symptoms

that pushes the person to do desperate deeds just

so he/she can get the next fix. The recent conclave

on substance abuse organised by the Social Welfare

Department pointed to the need for pro-active par-

ticipation ofthe Dorbar Shnong to preventthe spread

of drug use through vigilance within the shnong
but to also provide rehabilitation centres. Dealing
with addicts to substance abuse is a gruelling task.

It involves psychiatric treatment where the entire

family mustnecessarily participate and is a long and

arduousjourney.

Community policing and vigilance alone canreduce

substance abuse and crime as well. There were times

when community policing was paH and parcel of

policing in Meghalaya. It inherently means citizens

assisting the police in their duties. But so much
depended on the police chiefs and their interest in
involving the public. Some have done well; oth-

ers have neglected this aspect. The basic principle

underlying community policing is that a policeman

is a citizen in uniform and a citizen is a policeman

without the uniform. The point is to narrow the gap

between the police and citizens to the point that the

police become an integrated part ofthe community.

The principle isto build abond with the community

so that citizensthemselves become vigilantreporters

ofcrime. There has always been a deep trust deficit

between the police and citizens for several reasons. It
isimportantto reduce this gap and build trust so that
there is better maintenance of public order through

better crime detection and prevention.

Letters to the Ktfitor

Shillong’s
traffic woes: A
call for action

Editor,

I am writing to express
my deep concern about the
ever-worsening traffic con-
gestion in Shillong. It is a
daily ordeal for residents to
navigate the city, with com-
mutes between Laitumkhrah
and Police Bazar, a mere
20-minute walk, stretching
into a frustrating 1.5 to 2
hour crawl. This is simply
unacceptable.

For years, we have been
subjected to this gridlock,
with little to no respite. The
government's repeated prom-
ises of solutions ring hollow
when faced with the reality
on the ground. It's time for
concrete action, not empty
pronouncements.

The causes of this con-
gestion are multifaceted:
narrow, outdated roads,
haphazard parking, and an
ever-increasing number of
vehicles. We need a compre-
hensive strategy that tackles
these issues head-on.

The people of Shillong
deserve better. We deserve
a city where commutes are
efficient, not excruciating.
I uige the authorities to take
immediate and decisive ac-
tion to formulate a solution
that will alleviate traffic con-
gestion and make Shillong a
more liveable city for all.

Yours etc.,
Pratham K Sharma
Via email

Why wash
dirty linen in
public?

Editor,

Apropos of the letter,
“Doubletrouble for Mawkhar
Church: Where angels fear
to tread the vestry,” by an
anonymous writer | would
like to express my deep
sense of sadness, anguish,
and disappointment at the
way the writer has chosen
to express his/her griev-
ances regarding the church,
its functioning and alleg-
edly against a few leaders
of the church. Although the
writer has chosen to remain
anonymous, itwas, however,
not difficult to decipher that
the writer is a single person
and not a group as he/she
was trying to portray. Why
| say so, is because, in the
fourth paragraph of the let-
ter, the writer says, “Now
my question is who owns
the land and the assets in
Sohmylleng Mission?” This
gave away the singularity of
the individual concerned and
clearly shows that it is not
a group of individuals but
rather a single person. None-
theless, that is not the point.
The point that | would like to
convey is that it appears that
the person concerned is not
any ordinary church mem-
ber but someone privy to
all the checks and balances,
the minutes, and everything
behind closed doors.

As a congregant myself,
I am deeply saddened by

A WIN Without
a Victory

By Roshmi Goswami

The first call | get as the
Election results rolled in and
the manipulated exit polls of
the Godi media kicked out
was from Manipur. It was
Hamid the trusted and de-
pendable Pangal taxi driver
who has been a constant
support and witness to the
many challenges ofnegotiat-
ing travels through the buffer
zones of his strife torn state
during my numerous travels
there in the last one year. He
called to share his joy with
someone who he felt would
be equally ecstatic about the
Manipur results plus talk
about the all India scenario
and his aspirations. The vic-
tory for people like Hamid
and millions like him across
the length and breadth of
the nation is indeed a very
personal one for this Elec-.
tion like none other was truly
between an individual who
had elevated himself to an
invincible ‘celestial’-being
versus the People of India.
And while large numbers of
the urban educated middle
class remained entrenched
and slothful in the oblivion
of opportunism-or the com-
fortable corporate bubble of
‘designer thinking’ and de-
signer lifestyles the ‘people’
- largely the working class
rural janata exercised the
power oftheir one vote to up-
hold the Indian constitution
and draw Indian Democracy
back from the brink of the
precipice.

The contribution ofthou-
sands of common people
mostly young men and
women who came forward
as community influencers,
organizers, social media
activists and volunteers was
invaluable in this process
of mobilisation. Being part
of the Bharat Jodo Abhiyait
(BJA) platform Gne came
in close contact with many
of these committed workers
silently strategising and giv-
ing their all behind the scenes
including my two comrades
during the Yatra in Manipur
- two young professionals
from Mumbai and Hydera-
bad who opted to put their
careers and earnings on hold
and instead volunteer time
for the country. Finally as
BJA one witnessed closely
the leadership, vision and en-
couragement that Yogendra
Yadav provided to veteran as
well as young activists across
the country. Altogether an
extremely ,humbling experi-
ence different from all other
civil society engagementthat
one has been a part of.

In the struggle to up-
hold Indian democracy the
challenges to the process of
mobilisation for both civil
society platforms as well the
political Opposition were al-
most insurmountable. Every-
thing was stacked against the
Opposition and the people
- money, muscle, the entire

the way this person chooses
to address the issue—by
washing dirty linen in public
and hiding behind the veil of
anonymity. | strongly believe
that this individual does not
represent the entire congre-
gation, and as a congrega-
tion, we do not condone or
encourage such practices.
Welll at least that is what |
think and that is my stance.
I would also, through this
medium, humbly request any
individual or group who is
disappointed with the church
or its leaders, their style of
functioning, or their corrupt
practices (albeit until now
unproven and unbeknownst
to the congregants) to kindly
take their concerns and vent
their frustrations and anger
within. Let us confront di-
rectly as (sane) men to clean
the church of any corrupt or
unwanted practices and not
trumpet our family affairs
to men who may not un-
derstand us and take undue
mileage of our misery.
Yours etc.,
A. Dkhar
Shillong-2

Rahul Gandhi
should
accept post
of Opposition
Leader

Editor,

For the last two consecu-
tive Parliament sessions
there was no Leader of Op-
position (LoP) in the Lok

administrative machinery,
an obsequious and totally
partisan media, corporate
patronage, a blatantly re-
gime indulgent Election
Commission-and in many
instances arrests and deten-
tions under flimsy and trivial
charges. Yetpeople persisted
and triumphed and as the
glittering jewel in the crown
of Hindutva fell inAyodhya
almost retributively to a
Dalit leader, the people of
India gave the ruling regime
aresounding message - awin
without a sense of victory!
As YogendraYadav tellingly
putit-“Mr. Modi might have
managed the numbers but he
lost the igbal!”

A sense of people’s tri-
umph was palpable at the
launch of the Bharat Jodo
Nyaya Yatra at a private
ground in the Khongjom
area of Thoubal district in
Manipur on the January 14,
2023. In a bull-headed dis-
play of lack of graciousness
and political professional-
ism typical of the ruling
regime, permission to flag
offthe Yatra from the Hapta
Kangjeibung grounds of
Imphal was denied at the
last minute by Biren Singh’s
government by imposing
impossible conditions. Days
later much to the profound
shame of Assam similar but
even crasser obstructions
accompanied by crude verbal
assaults by the State func-
tionaries ensued as the Yatra
travelled through Assam. A
slur on the reputation of As-
sam deeply felt by sections
of us Assamese brought up
with the age-old ethos of al-
ways extending impeccable
hospitality towards any guest
even an enemy by ensur-
ing that the biggest seat or
‘bor pirah’ is offered to the
visitor. The only saving grace
was a statementthat 100 plus
of us - public intellectuals,
academics, artists, musi-
cians, writers, church leaders
brought out was graciously
received and appreciated by
the visitors. Nagaland on
the other hand despite being
a BJP or BJP indebted state
retained its individuality and
traditional Naga dignity. The
Nagas gracefully received
and enabled Rahul Gandhi
and the Bharat Jodo Nyaya
Yatra through the state with
typical Naga hospitality and
distinctive tribal ethos.

In violence scarred Ma-
nipur thousands converged
that afternoon at the Khong-
jom grounds in Thoubal
seeking reassurance from a
national leader - hoping for
Hope and for a hopeful way
out of the impasse. As the
numbers swelled one could
see that pushing the Yatra
out of Imphal had clearly
boomeranged on Biren Singh

Sabha as no party including
the Congress party won
55 members which is the
minimum requirementto get
this post but now Congress
has won 99 seats members
in the Lok Sabha so the
Party has requested Rahul
Gandhi to become the LoP
in the Lok Sabha. However
Rahul Gandhi has said that
he wants some time to de-
cide on this issue. If Rahul
Gandhi agrees it will be a
good step in national inter-
est as the country had seen
how the Bills were passed
without any discussion and
also without referring to the
Privileges Committee, which
is also known as the mini
Parliament

Despite all the snide re-
marks amounting to online
bullying Rahul Gandhi did
not allow himselfto become
bitter, angry, smug and spite-
ful unlike Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi who too was
subjected to vicious attacks,
on justified grounds, for the
Gujarat riots on his watch as
chiefminister. Instead, Gan-
dhi reached out to the people
of Indiato emphatically push
his idea of an inclusive, di-
verse, equitable and constitu-
tionally-driven country; the
two strenuous Bharat Jodo
Yatras are evidence of his
willingness to be physically
tested and be comfortable
with the common Indian. His
accommodation with allies
in the INDIA bloc shows a
new maturity too.

In his renewed avatar,
Rahul Gandhi has had sup-
port from — besides his fam-

for participation in Thoubal
also a strong Congress base,
exceeded all expectations.
As people waited for Rahul
Gandhi’s delayed flight to
arrive and as we listened to
the diverse array of power-
ful speakers on stage there
was something which was
refreshingly uplifting. The
energy generated in Thoubal
was infectious and carried
late into the evening to the
civil society interactions
with Rahul Gandhi(RG) at
the Yatra’s night halt in Sek-
mai. | also carried with me
a memorandum written in
Meitei Lon from the ‘war-
rior women’ of Thoubal to
be handed over personally to
Rahul Gandhi! In the last one
year | have been interacting
closely with these ‘warrior
women’ - calling them out
on the violence committed
by their community but also
listening to them. Strong,
powerful, wise women deep-
ly reflective and politically
astute. During one of our
interactions one of them
had reflectively announced
- ‘To solve the complex
problem of Manipur layers
ofanalysis and a sharp mind
is required plus a deep sense
ofresponsibility. None ofthe
present leaders oftoday have
these qualities’! We were
all surprised and impressed
by the contents and tone of
the memorandum which
was translated and read out
to RG by a respected vet-
eran journalist of the state.
Among others the women
asked whether RG would
be open to a discussion and
engagement on the unre-
solved questions around the
statehood of Manipur. The
rest of the interaction with
the select group of civil so-
ciety members not alignedto
any political group was also
very intense and complex.
Despite the fact that some
of the members had serious
clashes with the Congress in
the past there was no angst
and the discussions were
carried through with a high
level of political maturity,
insightfulness and congeni-
ality. The participation of
three local journalists was
especially useful.

The same level of open-
ness continued the next
day as the Yatra moved
into Kangpokpi district.An
interaction with a group
of civil society members
predominantly women was
scheduled. In the end it was
only the women who came.
Four young Kuki women
with whom | have had a
year long close association
boarded the bus in Motbung
and in the short drive to
Kangpokpi had the most per-
sonal, candid and substantive
meeting with Rahul Gaiidhi.

ily — Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge who
has been content to allow
him to be the party’s star.
He articulates, even today,
the polar opposite of the
RSS’ idea of India. While
Gandhi’s new acceptability
is welcome, the road ahead
is challenging. Upping the
ante in the Parliament, smart
and tactical alliances, allow-
ing space for allies while
expanding the Congress,
listening to varied voices on
issues, rebuilding the party’s
organisation, and so on are
what Congress should think
of. For a start, he will have to
decide between his two seats,
Wayanad and Raebareli, but
that seems a small decision
for a politician who seems
to have — finally — come
of age.

It was the momentto cher-
ish for Rahul Gandhi when
the Congress got enough
seats to dictate its own terms
within the INDIA bloc. This
will enable the Congress to
implement policies which
were not possible previously
and in Parliament the Con-
gress will have enough time
to put forth its ideas.

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor hailed Rahul
Gandhi as "the man of the
match" of the Lok Sabha
polls and said it would only
be fitting that he takes on the
mantle ofthe Leader of Op-
position in the house.

It is also seen that Rahul
Gandhi as well as some
other Congress leaders have
the habit of issuing such
statements which could ul-

The politically sharp and ar-
ticulate young women were
able to talk notjust about the
violations but their own deep
fears and insecurities and
also lay out the entire gamut
ofaccompanying issues that
affected their community due
to the near total concentra-
tion of power, facilities and
infrastructure in the valley
and the implications thereof
given the divide.The inter-
action was understandably
emotional as the women
were overwhelmed that a
national leader was giving
them this personal and pre-
cious time.

Kangpokpi has been one
ofthe worst affected districts
reporting the maximum num-
ber of brutal violations; The
women presented the facts
with firmness and complete
honesty but with the quiet
dignity typical ofthisregion.
There were thousands of
people on both sides of the
highway cheering or calling
out and every now and then
RG would just jump offthe
bus throwing security con-
cerns and restrictions to the
wind and be with the people -
justto holdtheir hands, listen
to them, show basic human
empathy, or pay respect at
the Wall of Remembrance
which meant the world to
families whose loved ones
were now pictures on that
wall. This is the empathy
thatthe hurting and grieving
people had waited for from
the Prime Minister but never
got. Thousands of people
also waited atthe Kangpokpi
groundsto listento RG atthe
proposed public, meeting.
But yet again in deference
to her rulers in Delhi and
without any concern for
the sentiments of her own
traumatised community, the
will of Nemcha'Kipgen the
local BJP MLA prevailed
and permission was denied
for the public meeting.

The Manipur election
results clearly tell us that
on both sides of the divide
people understood that there
was no state left, the gov-
ernment had completely
collapsed, and people were
just left to their own devices
including to defend them-
selves. They saw too through
the divisive and mercenary
,agenda ofthe BJP, the sheer
callousness and complete
disregard for people. So the
people across the seemingly
irreconcilable divide united
mentally to make a clear
political choice. A politi-
cal choice which definitely
has significant implications
for the entire NE region.
Together with the dramatic
and welcome changes in
Nagaland, Meghalaya and
Assam especially Jorhat, the
process of de-saffronisation
ofthe regionhasperhapsjust
been initiated.

timately harm the Party.
Spokespersons must speak
after due consultations.

The Congress should also
clarify its stance to partners
in the INDIA bloc because
AAP has stated that the al-
liance was only for the Lok
Sabha elections and not
beyond. Every citizen of
the country will be keenly
watching the healthy parlia-
ment debates in the 18th Par-
liament. Issues raised in Par-
liament should carry a strong
message that matters are of
national importance. Now
Rahul had raised the demand
of a Joint Parliamentary
Committee to interrogate
into the huge fluctuations in
share market just two days
before the results and based
on exit polls. Unfortunately,
the TMC is against the JPC
demand saying that it is mere
waste of time and serves no
purpose. When there are
conflicting views within the
Alliance the Congress party
has to deal with them in a
mature and sensitive way.

Let us hope that what
happens henceforth will be
in the larger interest and
progress of the country and
to strengthen democratic
values.

Yours etc.,
Yash Pal Ralhan,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

PM Modi cannot even think of
equalling Nehru’s achievements

India’s first PM turned a

colonialism-ravaged land

into a worthy nation
By Devflsis Chattopadhyay

Narendra Damodardas
Modi became the Prime
Minister of India for the
third term on June 9, 2024
and equalled Jawaharlal
Nehru's tenure, statistically.
However, did he earnthe re-
spect ofthe citizens of India
that was equivalent to what
Nehru had earned?

Since the time Moditook
over as the Prime Minister
of India in 2014, the.atmo-
sphere has been vitiated by
hate and unbridled admin-
istrative excesses. As the
Prime Minister ofthe coun-
try, he has been constantly

he lacks empathy towards
fellow Indians:

Sixty years after his
death, the father of modem
India, Jawaharlal Nehru,
remains the main target of
the present Prime Minister,
who hasjust secured a third
term in office. For Modi,
Nehru is a recurrent target
to attack. Notjust because he
believes Nehru cast India in
his distorted image but also
to chip away at the Gandhi-
Nehru dynasty and the In-
dian National Congress, his
main and arch-rivals.

But, is that all there is to

“The social, economic, andpolitical
factors surrounding India under Nehru were
completely different. He had to create the
fundamentals ofthe newly Independent India
so that the likes o fNarendra Modi could come
and boast ofstatistically matching his tenure
but not intellectually. That$ the irony.

deficient in compassion, the
mark ofa leader, people feel.
Instead, he always remained
a politician from the far-
right political party with a
very narrow organizational
agenda.

Yes, Pandit Nehru was
a politician too. No doubt
about that. Yet, Jie worked
for the greater good of Indi-
ans. His tenure began when
our country became inde-
pendent after being under

British rule and occupation .

for 190 years (1757-1947),

Modi’s Nehru fixation? One
thing we know about Narfen-
dra Modi is that he is neyer
driven by any sentiment,; or
wastes his time reviving old
debates foi; sheer intellec-
tual and political pleasure.-

His compulsion is possibly
somewhere else..

Which brings us to the
real issue. If we analyze
carefully, since 2014 Modi
rarely attacked other mem-
bers of the Nehru-Gandtii
family. He deliberately ig-
nores Rajiv Gandhi as if he

“1fwe analyze carefully, since 2014
Modi rarely attacked other members of
the Nehru-Gandhifamily. He deliberately
ignores Rajiv Gandhi as ifhe never existed..
Significantly, he has been very careful not to
attack Indira Gandbhi directly. He does invoke
the excesses caused during the Emergency
period often but is careful not to mention
Mrs. Gandhi, in the same sentence.

when a predominantly agrar-
ian economy was facing the
waves of industrialization,
and when the entire world
was just coming out of the
devastation caused by World
War 1.

The social, economic, and
political factors surrounding
India under Nehru were
completely different. He had
to create the fundamentals of
the newly Independent India
so that the likes ofNarendra
Modi could come and boast
of statistically matching his
tenure but not intellectually.
That's the irony.

Pandit Nehni took over a
country that was considered
‘Third-World’, economi-
cally challenged. He laid
the foundation of her socio-
economic growth brick by
brick. On the contrary, we
can argue that Prime Min-
ister Modi’s efforts towards
reforms of the education®
al systems, inclusiveness
among the people of India,
the generation of employ-
ment, and empowerment of
the Non-Brahmins and Non-
Kshatriyas since 2014 have
been far from satisfactory.
Experts and civil society
argue that his policy deci-
sions related to the Indian
economy reeks of crony
capitalism. And many of
the citizens even feel that

never existed. Significantly,
he has been very careful
not to attack Indira Gandhi
directly. He does invoke
the excesses caused during
the Emergency period often
but is careful not to mention
Mrs. Gandhi, in the same
sentence. Moreover, he tries
during every opportune mo-
ment to appropriate Sardar
Patel and Lai Bahadur Shas-
tri as well.

However, in Modi’s log-
ic, he probably feels that
Rahul Gandhi draws major
strength from the Nehruvian
lineage, philosophy, era, and
dignity. And, he considers
Rahul Gandhi his main po-
litical threat in our national
politics, even though he may
not openly acknowledge
it. As such, he uses all his
rhetorical skills to portray
Rahul Gandhi in abad light,
as naive and incompetent
and tries belittling his great-
grandfather. As a result,
since 2014, Narendra Modi’s.
BJP unleashed its band, of
vicious trolls on the young
man as well, to destroy his
dignity.

And, there-in lies the
deficiency ofPrime Minister
Modi to be equal to Pandit
Nehru. IPA

Devasis Chattopadhyay
is a Reputation Strategist, a
Columnist and a Writer.
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The weak in courage is strong in cunning.'l

William Blake
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Merit and Modi 3.0

WITH the full contingent ot ministers being as-
sembled tor the Modi-3 show marking a third
consecutive term for the National Democratic Alli-
ance government, the difference this lime, both in
character and content, is significantly less but certain
aspects stand out. Addition ot talent is what draws
special attention in ministry formations, but nothing
goes to show such an attempt was made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi this time. While Modi's
word is final in the BJP, the influence ofthe RSS and
Sangh Parivar on the party and its government can-
not be wished aw ay. Without the solid backing from
the RSS or Sangh Parivar, BJP as a political party
cannot carry clout even ten years after the Modi-led
rule by the party and its allies. Clearly, RSS thinking
gets reflected in ministry-formation. be it in the past,
present or future. In fact, all top- level appointments
have an RSS stamp. The PMO itself is swamped
by Sangh-Parivar think-tanks, just as a seasoned
and well-heeled Kashmiri Pandit lobby was active
behind the Congress establishment in the-past.

W hile the second line of Modi

in the central

government comprised strong leaders, the overall
complexion of the three ministries since 2014 is
such that there has been a deficit of talent. Nirmala
Sitharaman, cr Arun Jaitley, were not economists
ofrepute as Manmohan Singh was. Yet, Sitharaman
managed the ministry without any serious problems
or complications. The external affairs ministry has a
former diplomat and foreign affairs specialistin the
form of S Jaishankar.The handling ofthe education
ministry by Dharmendra Pradhan might enthuse
the RSS, not the nation. An IT expert like Rajeev
Chandrasekhar is now out. Those heading most
ministries are ofaverage capability and it showed in
their performance. There isnothing to show that this
term ofthe NDA would be more impressive.

W hile the BJP-NDA introduced a law giving
one-third reservation for women in legislative bod-
.iesincluding the Lok Sabha and preened the party's
feathers with this claim, the present Modi govern-
menthas no more than seven women out ofthe total

72 ministers. A senior minister like Smriti Irani re
out, and so are Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Meenakshi
Lekhi etc. Worse, there isno Muslim representation.
Women form half the population of the nation and
Muslims over 15 per cent- the largest concentration
pompared to any other country. In Modi’s last term,
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and previously MJ Akbar
were part ofthe ministry. Not all Muslims are anti-
BJP. Christians forming two per cent of the popula-
tion have from their ranks a Minister of State in the
form of George Kurien from Kerala. The North-East
is under-represented. In other words, this is not an
inclusive government. A representative form of
avernance is far from what we see today.

Letters to the Editor

Decline
of quality
education in
Shillong

Editor, o
Over-commercialization

of the education sector cul-
tivates a degenerating,com-
petitive environment, where
organizations prioritize rev-
enue-generating programs
over educational value and
profit over educational qual-
ity, often with the covert goal
ofeliminating less financial-
ly robust yet academically
rigorous institutions. Many
societies experience this
phenomenon during transi-
tion to capitalism. Shillong
city, once regarded as an ed-
ucational hub of North-Fast
India, has in recent years
witnessed a concerning trend
where a few so-called “elite
colleges” prioritize their
brand reputation over teach-
ing quality, luring students
with their name and tame,
resulting in overcrowded
classrooms with hundreds
of students.

While enrolling an ex-
cessively large number of
students, these colleges ig-
nore the ethical guidelines
for maintaining an optimum
student-teacher ratio to en-
sure effective teaching and
learning, disregarding the
standards set by regulatory
bodies like UGC, AICTE,
and guidelines ot the af-
filiating University. How
can quality teaching and
learning be ensured when
there are over a.hundred stu-
dents seated in a classroom?
The affiliating university,
NEHU, has guidelines for
its affiliated colleges to limit
the intake oi students per
shift, pei honours paper
subjccl 10 u nuiximum Wi

50 students. However, these
colleges often enrol over a
thousand students per hon-
ours paper, possibly divided
into four shifts a day. The
University authorities seem
overwhelmed by the brand
reputation of the colleges,
as they do not enforce these
guidelines on these col-
leges.

There are a few colleges
in the city that prioritize
educational value, teaching-
learning quality, optimal
classroom environments by
maintaining student-teacher
ratio, students welfare, quali-
fication of teachers as per
UGC norms and their pro-
ficiency, and student-centric
instruction. However, these
colleges suffer because they
lack brand reputation and
require immense effort to
*attract a minimally adequate
number of students. These
colleges are causalities of
adverse impact caused'by
the so-called elite colleges’
greedy pursuit of selling
their brand names and maxi-
mising their business. No in-
stitutes of eminence, such as
IITs, 1IMs, premier colleges
and universities engage in
relentless efforts to generate
maximum income as seen m
these over-cornmere;ah/.ed
institutions, although tuese
institutes trt , highesi
funded ones f- P-c Gov-
ernment .’i vjeehaiava. One
wonder'. as :0 may be
the uher:>m '“oi”~es 0) these
institutions, is it a policy ol
maximizing profit at the cost
ofexistence of other genuine
institute? This raises con-
cerns about whether this is
a healthy trend in the educa-
tion seuor of Shillong city.

Students from the entire
North Last, as well as their
parents, being natve. of-
ten lack the experience arJ
information necessarv
mdiciously choose mst;t"-

Parliament not a
lace for lone wolves

This news in Firstpost,
one of the leading news por-
tals on June 7 last wrote this
news captioned "Who are
Fok Subha’s 7 Independent
MPs? Are they with NDA
or IND1 Alliance. 1read this
news with interest hoping to
see the name of our newly
elected MP, Dr Ricky Syng-
kon as one among the 7 but
it did not feature there. The 7
Independent MPs mentioned
were Vishal Patil who con-
tested from the Sangli seat in
Maharashtra, Amritpal Singh
from the Khadoor seat in
Punjab. Sheikh Abdul Rashid
from the Baramulla seat in
Jammu & Kashmir, Rajesh
Ranjan alias Pappu Yadav
who won from Purnea in Bi-
har, Mohammed Hanifa from
Fadakh, Sarabjeet Singh
Khalsa from Faridkot, Pun-
jab, Patel Umeshbhai Babub-
hai from Daman and Diu.
Not one ofthe 7 independent
MPs said they would support
the NDA. Nearly all ofthem
barring Sarabjeet Singh have
said they would be with the
IND1 Alliance.

It was therefore surprising
to note that the VPP stance is
not to align either with the
NDA or the Opposition INDI
Alliance. The second group
is a coalition of 26 political
parties. Their main agenda
atthe time oftheir formation
was to defeat the BJP and its
exclusivist agenda in 2024,
to protect the Constitution, to
promote inclusive develop- '
ment and above all to uphold
the secular values of India.
One would have thought that
the lone VPP MPwould align
with forces that believe inthe
intrinsic values ofthe Indian
Constitution - in particu-
lar the idea and practice -of
secularism where people of
all religions are given equal
mrespect. The NDA had in its
previous tenures reduced
the margins of freedom that
Indians had taken for granted
during the Congress rule and.
even during the tenure ofAB
Vajpayee as Prime Minister.
Since 2014, when Narendra
Modi took over the reins of
this country we have seen
India our freedoms shrinking
and the media being pushed

to the wall..Some in the me- >

diatook the easy way out and
compromised on the most
cherished ideals of what
used to be known as “free
and fair” journalism. They

tions frequently becoming
ensnared by the allure of
brand names. This situation
ultimately disadvantages
students, as they may not
receive the quality education
needed to succeed in life.

In the face of such amal-
aise in the education sector,
the role ofthe Department of
Higher and Technical Educa-

"tion of Meghalaya becomes
crucial for systematic inter-
vention. Fast but not least,
NEHU should enforce its
guidelines in letter and spirit,
rather than solely exercising
selective vigilance over col-
leges which have no brand
names but maintain ethical
standards in educational
delivery.
Yours etc.,
Mary L Faloo
Via email

Dhar’s
statements are
laughable

Editor,

Apropos ofthe news item
published in your esteemed
daily on June 13, 'Dhar pins
NPP poll debacle on govt’s
‘shortcomings,” it’s simply
laughable to note who is
making this criticism, even
as it shows how VPP's recent
success has shaken up the
government from within.

Sniawbhalang Dhar was
arrogant enough to call the
VPP 'just an empty vessel
that makes a lot of noise'
before the parliamentary
elections. Seems like one
of the richcst politicians of
Meghalaya has just been
humbled in his own home
territory, where VPP swept.
all the constituencies in Jain-
tia Hills.

Even if governance is to
he blamed, the NPP holds
four out of the seven As-
sembh seats in Jaintia Hills

By Patricia Mukhim

became the handmaiden of
the BJP-NDA. Prime Min-
ister Modi got away with
not having a single press
conference in 10 years ofhis
governance.

It would have been in
Meghalaya’s interests for
both its MPs to speak with
one voice. Parliament is
not a place for lone wolves.
To consider oneself so in-
dependent as to not need a
lobby group is to be ove-
rconfident and supercilious.
But perhaps the VPP feels

it cannot work in tandem
with the Garo MP since the
Party is on a collision course
with the Garos on the State
Reservation Policy. But can
that agenda not be left to the
legislators here while the MP
works towards achieving the
higher goals of nation build-
ing and of defending the
constitutional rights of the
minorities whether because
of their tribal status or the
religion they profess.

I don’t think Dr Syngkon
needs any education on what
the role ofthe Opposition in
Parliament is. Since Prime
Minister Modi has short-
circuited one of the pillars
ofdemocracy - the free press
- now it becomes even more
incumbent for the Opposition
to question the NDA Govern-
ment and hold it accountable
to the public. This helps to
fix the mistakes of the Rul-
ing Party. The Opposition
is as much responsible in
upholding the best interests
of the people of the country
and the respective states they
represent. They have to keep
the Government on its toes to
ensure that it does not pass
any policy that is anti-people
or take sudden unilateral
and arbitrary decisions such
as demonetisation or even
the sudden lockdown when

— an area which as per the
previous statements of Chief
Minister Conrad K. Sangma,
is under the partyjurisdiction
of Dy CM Dhar. To call out
shortcomings of governance
inthis area essentially means
implicating the self.

To take a larger look
at governance, issues un-
der Dhar, traffic in the city
keeps on growing worse as
hundreds of crores are be-
ing spent on the Shillong
Smart City project, but to
what avail? Apparently now
Khyndailad will get a new
look at a huge and unimagi-
nable cost ofRs 216 crore, as
ifto say that this is currently
the most pressing issue ofthe
capital city — a new look.

There is no sign of a con-
venient parking lot in the city
after six years of NPP gov-
ernance with even the then
MTC properties in Khyn-
dailad being constructed
into shopping malls, causing
a further future concern for
vehicular traffic.

The Mawlai Marten is-
sue, perhaps one ofthe most
shameful issues for tourism
of the city, goes under the
carpet with statements like,
"We are looking into the
matter. It will be done. We
have identified a solution.”
And ever since there has
been a hue and cry by the
public regarding the extreme
unhygienic conditions and
foul smell of the landfill site,
there has been absolutely no
solution.

The Municipal workers
work in the most unhygienic
of conditions, with hardly
any protective suits, masks,
or gear, with most of them
being contractual and hav-
ing next to nil job or social
security.

Dhar Construction Com-
pany, run by close family
members of the Dy. CM,
regularly featured in the

Covid struck which caused
severe hardships for many
migrant workers. Those who
suffered on account of those
impulsive decisions could
not have forgotten them so
soon. So too those who could
not find a bed in hospitals
or oxygen tanks when their
family members needed
them. | am sure all those
nightmarish decisions have
had an impactinreducing the
BJP’s seats in 2024, It is the
height of arrogance for any
party to forget those harrow-

ing incidents of 2020-2021.
Some have never recovered
from the trauma and never
got back their jobs.

Of course the’Opposition
cannot be totally antagonistic
to every policy proposed to
be passed if such policy is
in public interest. But we
know how many Bills were
actually passed without any
discussion and delibera-
tion even while Opposition
MPs were railroaded in the
just concluded Lok Sabha.
Opposition members were
arbitrarily dismissed by the
Speaker on some pretext or
other and the Bills were thus
passed. The Opposition is ba-
sically to check the excesses
of the ruling or dominant
party, which the BJP was in
the last Parliament.

Considering that there are
4 types of majorities used in
Parliament - Absolute, Ef-
fective, Simple, and Special
Majority it is importantto be
with a group that votes for
the right causes in each ofthe
above voting patterns. There
is not enough space here to
explain the different types
of majorities used for differ-
ent bills but a reading of the
Constitution would inform
us why it is important to be
present and voting and not
to allow the Government to

news for being called out by
civil society members for
poor construction quality of
government projects, even
as conflict of interests .are
hardly discussed.

Bymihat due to the pres-
ence of the industrial es-
tate, cane out to be one of
the most polluted spaces in
the country as per a recent
study. Perhaps if one sets
foot into the estate, it Would
understandably give the im-
pression that ever since sanc-
tion, the estate has probably
gone unchecked in terms
of pollution, discharge and
emissions.

Charity begins at home
and Dhar ought to self-reflect
while calling out the govern-
ment's shortcomings instead
ofwasting time in nitpicking
the VPP.

Yours etc.,
Patrick Kurbah
Via email

VPP: Rise of
a formidable
political force
in Meghalaya

Editor,

The phenomenal rise of
Voice of the People's Party
(VPP) in Meghalaya within a
very short span oftime since
its journey from November,
2021, where the party had
contested 18 seats in the
2023 Meghalaya State As-
sembly elections and won
four seats. It also won the
recent Lok Sabha election
from the Shillong Parlia-
mentary seat sending a clear
message that a formidable
political force was in the
offing in the Khasi-Jaintia
Hills region where the voters
believe that VPP is the alter-
nate solutionto fight against
the problems of poverty,

bulldoze its way through by
passmg important bills with
far reaching consequences
without discussion. There
has been much loose talk
before the 2024 elections
that if the BJP crosses the
400 seat mark (char sau paar)
it had set for itself then the
Party would inevitably tinker
with the Constitution and
bring in facets that would
make Indiaanation as envis-
aged by the saffron party. It
would tune the Constitution
to support one language, one
religion, one election and
a uniform civil code while
also implementing the CAA
in right earnest. Thankfully
the voters rejected this wild
ambition.

Itis in this very important
juncture of our history when
democracy needs to be given
a fresh lease of life and all
the ugliness of an oppres-
sive regime must slowly but
surely be weeded outthat the
people of Meghalaya send
their two MPs to Parliament.
The people refused to vote
forthe NPP which had apre-
poll alliance with the BJP.
They voted with the hope
that the cruelties inflicted on
the likes,of Fr Stan Swamy
would not be repeated. True
public, memory is short and
nothing can be \vorse than
that. But ifwe let such sordid
memories slip past without
renewing our commitment
to vote democracy baickthen
we are forgetting something
important.

One hopes the VPP comes
off its high horse and leams
to work intandem with other
like-minded political parties.
There’s much to learn from
more experienced MPs and
to stand together on crucial
issues' affecting the country.
Politics as played in the
state with political egotism
playing spoilsport cannot
be the same at the national
level. Here what is required
is political maturity and
more statesmanship than
petty politicking. The people
of Shillong Parliamentary
Constituency had given the
VPP a resounding victory.
Let this mandate be used to
meetthepeoples’aspirations
and not to score political
goals. We are a small state
and we should matter in the
way that our MPs represent
usiii Parliament.

nepotism and corruption in
our State. Although every
political party emerges with
promises of change and al-
ternative ideologies, voters
believe that the VPP will
bring changes in critical
areas ofgovernance and also
the voters feel that no other
political parties so far in our
state have fought elections
fearlessly without money
power. As such it instils faith
and trustamong the voters to
lean towards VPP and to re-
inforce the factthat elections
can be won without money.
Indeed money should not be
used to fool the voters which
is a very good example to
other political parties in our
State.

Further, VPP not only
fought elections without the
use ofmoney power as many
voters believed but most
importantly they always put
God first in their journey
which is another plus point
for VPP as many voters
believe that with this spirit
the Party will go all the way
from humble beginnings to
greater success. Hence, |
do hope that if their leaders
continue to run their political
party with this motive, the
VPP will soon replace all the
regional parties in our State.
Last but not the least through
this letter | would encourage
all the political parties in our
State to see the journey of
VPP as a model so that our
State will shine again and be
freed from the bondage of
poverty, illiteracy, favourit-
ism and corruption.

Yours etc.,
lahmi Khyriem
Jowai

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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An agenda for
the new coalition

government
' By G.N.Bajpai

The results ofthe Parlia-
mentary elections-2024 have
unfolded quite a surprise.
The economic pain, defi-
ciency of employment op-
portunities and threat to the
democratic order, with the
narrative of amending the
constitution inter alia seem
to have influenced the results
significantly, particularly in
rural areas. The Indian vot-
ers do care about democracy
in addition to economic well
being. This is a positive de-
velopment.

The new government,
now a coalition, under the
leadership ofNarendra Modi
has been sworn in. The agen-
da ofthe new government is
being watched carefully.

I recall my pilgrimage to
the national memorial ofthe
three-storeyed Cellular Jail
in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, the site of inhumane
atrocities heaped on India’s
freedom fighters by the Brit-
ish. One inscription of the
inmates written to his fel-
low villagers as he awaited
execution, reads: “... | have
done my part and now it is
your turn.” It is our duty to
Worktogetherto emancipate
India from economic depri-
vation and misery, and usher
in an era of prosperity.

The new five year-term of
Modi 3.0, as this tenure has
come to be called, should
not lose sight of key mes-
sages like seeing India as a
fully developed society and
in fighting corruption at all
levels. The message of the
freedom fighters would ring
true only if India’s develop-
ment reaches the last mile,
the weakest midthe poorest.
This is possible in material
terms only with aminimum
annual average real GDP
growth rate of 7% plus for
the next two decades, a task
easier said than done. In
traditional literature, GDP
growth is predominantly
influenced by the availability
and fttg”ppjiyity of tljree
factors or production - land,
labour, and capital. The cur-
rent geo-political backdrop
and broader global eco-
nomic environs necessitate
coordinated mobilisation,
sagacious deployment and
optimal sweating ofall three
factors.

*HoWdo we achieve that?
Wide ranging reforms are
called for in all three ar-
eas. Whereas the capital
efficiency of India com-
pares favourably with most
countries, the productivity
of labour lags considerably.
The International Labour
Organisation (ILO) in the
matter of labour efficiency,
ranked India at 126 in 2022,
based on 2017 Purchasing
Power Parity (PPP).

The acquisition of land
post the related legislation
(The land Acquisition Act,
2013) passed during the,
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment requires compulsory
approval 0f80% ofthe com-
munity for use by private
companies and Public Pri-
vate Partnerships (PPP).
Along with the right to fair
compensation, purchase of
land has become impassable
and uneconomic. The avail-
ability of land has thus be-
come a serious impediment
to infrastructure building
and industrialisation. Yet,
land acquisition has often
been negative, as witnessed
inthe manner inwhich parts
oforwhole shops and houses
were reportedly demolished
in Ayodhya. This is believed
to have contributed to the
BJP losing the Faizabad
seat in this election. We
will need a more humane
way of acquiring land, with
greater governance in terms
ofstandards, fairness, rights
ofpeople and acommitment
to return the value to the lo-
cal area.

Agriculture sector ef-
ficiency is another drag in
stepping up the GDP growth
rate. Ifdie agriculture sector
had contributed in tandem
with other sectors like manu-
facturing and construction,
the 2024 GDP growth rate
would have exceeded 10%.
The rural masses depend on
agricultural income, in the
absence of which economic
gains bypass them even in
the high GDP growth era.

Needless to say, land,
labour and agriculture are
emotive issues. In a vibrant
multiparty democracy of
India, building political con-
sensus on emotive issues

is a prolonged battle that
requires inexhaustible pa-
tience and accommodation
ofarainbow ofinterests and
ideas. It is understood that
when the Nagaland govern-
ment under the leadership'of
R.S. Pandey, the then Chief
Secretary with full bless-
ings of the Chief Minister,’
introduced ‘communitisa-
tion’ of health, education
and power, itwaded through
an arduous seven steps of
architecting concurrence
amongst various stakeholdr,
ers ranging from leaders of
communities, political pair
ties, media to authorities iji
the institutional framework.'
The endeavour was recog-
nised even by the Unite

Nations. ;

In 2017, the government
tried to build (which sev-
eral governments in the past
could not) national consen-
sus onthe implementationo f
the ‘Unified Tax Regime’-
GST through a prolonged,
rigorous exercise. The then
Finance Secretaiy had in a
business dinner revealedto a
group of six at his table how
the game of understanding
and patience was played by
the national leadership. Yet,
we must recognise that GST
was and remains a bone of
contention.

The national intent-of.
‘Developed India by 2047
should be like a ‘MahaygyS’,
Of economic emancipationi.
The message of freedOni;
fighters and economic well-
being of the voters should
inspire leaders of all po-
litical colours to cooperate
wholeheartedly in building’
consensus leaving narrow!
sectarian interests behind- *

In the matter of ease of
doing business, the real
thorn is the enforcement
of the contract. It takes an
average of 1,445 days to
enforce a contract and costs
over 31.3% of the clajig.
vaMfe leaving peopJ&lIfrecj!
ofjudicial inefficacies, hib'
institution of the judiciary
calls for wide ranging rp*
forms. Further, delay will
culminate in a loss of faith
inthe system itself. Here tpif
consensus for transfonnaf
tion must be built amongst
various stakeholders viz.
judges, lawyers, politician
and civic society. P>

There is growing concern
about rising economic in-
equality. In India, inequality
is of two kinds: (a) bdtweeri
rich & poor and (b) between
States. As per the ‘Income
& Wealth Inequality Report
in India 2024’ authored by
Nitin Kumar Bharti, Luca®
Chancel, Thomas Piketty and
Anmol Somanchi inequality’
declined post-independencel
till the early 1980s but has
skyrocketed since 2000. Ap-
parently, high GDP growth
rates did not bring cheer-
to the poor. The economic
disparities emanate from a
lack of ‘equal opportunity-.
The constitution of India
in its preamble guarantees
inter alia ‘equality of status
and of opportunities’. T %
civic administration charge”
with the responsibility <5f
execution of policies oper-
ates ataminimum efficiency
level, which spells fiustra-r
tion especially amongst the”
deprived. The steel frame
designed to run a subjugated
nation must undergo com-
prehensive reengineering’. *

Further, there is a sharp
gap in per capita NSDP
(Net State Domestic Prod-
uct) among States. In
2022-23 NSDP per capita
of Goa on nominal prices
was Rs.5,32,854 and that
of Bihar Rs.54,.1 11. UP anil
Odisha were R/s.83,664
and Rs.1,45,202 respec-
tively. Even between Andhfa
Pradesh and Telangana,
which were one State not
long ago, there is a gap of
overRs. 90,000. This dispar-
ity, which isthe consequence
oflopsided economic devel-
opment must be remedied.
The allocation of additional
resources, building trust
amongst investors and mod-
elling execution capabilities
should be in sharp focus.

(The writer is theformer
Chairman ofSEBI & LIC,
and is the author of the
book ‘A Game Changers
Memoir’. Views are per-
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (email:editor@
thebillionpress.org)
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Licentious mining: Damn

the Environment
THAT 1700 mines and quarries across Megha-
laya are operating without any legal sanction
and without any punitive action from the State
Forest authorities informs that any concern for
the environment is all lip service. In a political
system where the political class has to pander
to the demands of the business magnates un-
less there is a strong movement to protect the
environment things are only going to reach a
point of environmental cataclysm. Just before
the monsoons arrived the state of Meghalaya’s
rivers and reservoirs were in the danger zone.
The 1855 mines that were surveyed via satellite
only give a picture of the broken earth surface
where mines and quarries have been dug. The
satellite does not capture sand mining from riv-
erswhich is going on relentlessly. This unnatural
anthropogenic intervention could result in the

death ofrivers.

Environmental experts contend that sand
mining is unsustainable because it transforms
the structure ofrivers. By removing more sand
than the river can naturally replace with the
sediment it carries downstream, sand mining
carves a deeper, narrower bed. This lowers the
water level, speeds up flow and erodes banks
- reducing the watershed’s capacity to absorb
excess water during floods. It also impacts biodi-
versity by degrading habitats that fish and other
species depend on. As the river bed deepens,
the water table falls. With growing demand for
water, the pressure on ground water reserves
increases, leading in turn to further land sub-
sidence, and further flood risks. It’s a vicious
cycle that people don’t think about. It’s a fact
that the limestone and boulders which are both
considered as minor minerals don’t have to go
through the tougher processes laid out by the
Mines and Minerals Development and Regula-
tion (MMDR) Act lastamended in 2023. Under
section, 15 p£th£.above.Act the State Govern-
ments are empowered to grant mining rights but
with the rider that such mines/quarries should
not be carried out in forest land and that there
should be a properly formulated eco-restoration
plan. Indeed all mining/quarrying activities are
supposed to be done while keeping into consid-
eration the environmental factors as well as the
rehabilitation ofthe areas affected.

But as is evident in Meghalaya no one really
cares about rules and laws and neither is there
anyone to strictly implement such rules or laws.
This despite the fact that a mining license are
procured only after a series of requirement
including a ‘No Objection Certificate’ (NOC)
from the Divisional Forest Officer for forest
clearance, no matter ifthe mining area is within
a reserved forest or outside it and under the
purview of the District Councils. There is also
a body called the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) headed by an
environmental expert. Is the SEIAA blind to the
gross violations of mining laws? Or is the Au-
thority toothless? Ifso, what’s the need for such
an Authority? The same goes for the Pollution
Control Board and the Directorate of Mining.
The question then is - up to what point is min-
ing sustainable in a fragile ecological system - a
biodiversity hotspot that Meghalaya is part of?

l.elfiTs to the Kditor

A den of
thieves in
a House of

Prayer

Editor,

Why has the print media,
electronic media, etc. been
a platform for members of
the church to vent out their
disgust, frustration, and dis-
contentment? As members
of the Mawkhar Presbyte-
rian Church, we haven't had
clarifications nor justifica-
tions on the various issues
breaking the church apart,
even after shooting mul-
tiple letters (anonymously
or otherwise). As stated by
an ex-Church Minister via
WhatsApp dated'June 11,
2024 (which has gone viral),
that he had written a letter
to the church committee
on May 29, 2023, but no
response nor compliance has

been received so far. He also
mentioned that few members
ofthe congregation had also
written letters but to no avail.
In our opinion, we feel it is
because the Church Commit-
tee has turned a deaf ear to
these pleas that the members
of the church are forced to
'‘wash their dirty linen' in
public and NOT ‘venting
out anger and frustrations
within’isNOT nipping these
misdeeds in the bud.

As congregates, we
wouldn’t have liked knowing
that the future of our church
is at stake just because of a
few unfortunate events that
could have been prevented.
The church is a united body
of congregates whose loy-
alty towards preserving its
dignity is considered as a
sacred duty, which should
be upheld through thick and
thin. But the obstinate nature
of the Church Committee,
has forced them to come
forward and face disgrace

Election 2024: \Who won,
who lost and why?

The recently concluded
general election is a curious
one. The incumbent govern-
ment, i.e., the BJP-ledNDA,
retruned to power for the
third time in a row, which
has happened only twice in
the history of this country.
Within the BJP, however,
there was a palpable sense
of doom and gloom exem-
plified by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who himself
was looking quite morose.
The Opposition, on the other
hand, had lost a general elec-
tion for the third consecutive
time. But instead of being
dejected, they looked quite
invigorated, even demand-
ing that the Prime Minister
take moral responsibility
and resign from his posi-
tion. This was not only the
view of the Opposition, but
a well-known psephologist,
who had in the past made the
statement on a national chan-
nel that you cannot be anti-
Hindu and win in the country
anymore, also suggested
that Narendra Modi should
quit politics and retire. Of
course, that was never going
to happen unless there was
an internal rebellion, with
the BJP itself demanding a*
change of leadership.

With the way Narendra
Modi made the election
campaign all about himself,
referring to himself in the
third person while making
promises or dissing the Op-
position, one can reasonably
claim it was not the BJP but
Modi who was fighting the
election. The fact that BJP
lost their majority for the
first time in ten years does
make a case for a change of
leadership. There are still
five years left to go for this
NDA government, and a
change might still happen
depending on the results of
the assembly elections, but at
the moment, Narendra Modi
is safe. However, what can-
not be denied is that the BJP-
led NDA is still forming the
government. So, why is the
Opposition delighted with
the election results? This is
where context becomes very
important.

The INDIA bloc was
fighting the election not just
against the BJP-led NDA
government but against both
state and non-state actors,
who for the last decade have
been building the narra-
tive that there is no option
except to vote for the BJP,
especially Narendra Modi.
The most obvious one is the
mainstream media, which
Ravish Kumar, a former an-
chor of NDTV, now owned
by Adani, has termed ‘Godi
Media’ (a lap-dog media or,
in simple words, a sold-out
media). This section of the
media has anchors, accord-
ing to Yogendra Yadav (the
only person who got the seat
predictions correct), that act
more like the spokesperson
of the ruling party, i.e., the
BJP, rather than as impartial
reporters. During the election
coverage as well, when the
early phases were showing
some signs of displeasure
among the populace against
Narendra Modi, the pse-

just because they want the
wrongs to be corrected.

What is the reason for
keeping these secrets un-
der a hat? Is it to protect
someone's name? What lies
behind the veil of pretence
and deceit? Why is there
distrust amongst members
ofthe church? Ifthe Church
Committee fails to take im-
mediate responsibility, sub-
mit the report, and call for a
general meeting, everything
will eventually lead to bigger
issues and even the division
of a once respectable and
united institution.

We don't need our church
leaders to hide behind a
facade o f ‘unproven and un-
beknownst’rumours. Where
there is smoke, there certain-
ly is fire. We beg for honesty.
The anonymous writer in the
letter “Double Trouble for
Mawkhar Church; Where
Angels Fear to tread the ves-
try,” didn’t sound angry. The
person sounded concerned

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

phologist whom I mentioned
earlier and another one (
who we will come to later)
were looking quite dejected.
It was only when one of
the panelists boasted that
in cricket parlance, the BJP
is like India and the INDIA
bloc is like Zimbabwe that
the smile came back for the
other panelists. Of course,
it’s another matter than one
ofthe panelists later cried on
live TV when his prediction
0400 seats for NDA came to
naught. Before the election,
their job was to create the
narrative that Narendra Modi
was the only person qualified
to lead the country. The ques-
tion, however, is whether that
claim has any actual basis.
Let’s look at some of the
views Narendra Modi has
expressed in public.

*In recent memory, there
is the infamous “I am not
biological” statement that
Narendra Modi made during
an interview with an anchor
of the Godi Media. But be-
fore that, Modi claimed that
one can make tea out of gas
that comes from the drain;
radar not being able to detect
airplanes during the surgical
strike episode, about how
climate change is just about
perception and age, and the
famous algebraic equation
ofhow one gets 2ab from a2
+ b2, among others. There’s
also the claim he made thathe
spent several years surviving
by begging but at the same
time had gone to jail over
a protest for Bangladesh's
independence, climbed over
7000 meters of Mount Ever-
est, and many more such
grand tales. And finally, there
is his educational certificate
from Gujarat University,
where he did an MA in ‘En-
tire Political Science’. One
thing that becomes clear is
that while Narendra Modi
might be a sharp and astute
politician, he is not really a
knowledgeable person and
has a recurring habit of ex-
aggeration, hence the latest
“l am not biological” state-
ment. But perhaps lack of
knowledge and honesty can
be made up by decisive and
strong mode of governance?
How’s the track record on
that front?

Among Modi’s most fa-
mous decisions is the de-
monetization of Rs 500 and
Rs 1,000 banknotes in 2016
without any warning in an
attempt to curb black money.
Buteven his diehard support-
ers did not support this move
and almost all the money
came back to the system.
There was the sudden an-
nouncement of a lockdown
to contain COVID-19, which
leftmillions ofpeople strand-
ed without any support. Then
there was the announce-
ment of the Three Farm
Laws without consultation,
which were later repealed
after a spirited protest by the
farmers. For the indigenous
people ofthe North East, the
most reckless was the pass-
ing ofthe CAA, whose rules
were recently announcedjust

and was simply asking and
seeking for honesty because
THAT will be the only thing
that can extinguish the fire
of distrust and disunity in
the church.

Yours etc.,

Name withheld on request,
Via email

Case of lone
wolves in
Parliament

Editor,

The special article “Par-
liament not a place for lone
wolves” by Patricia Mukhim
(ST 14th June 2024) made
interesting reading. Lone
wolves, whether in the con-
text of wildlife or politics
often evoke intrigue and
complexity. From the wild-
life perspective lone wolves
are individual wolves that
temporarily travel alone or
have dispersed from their

before elections. It seems
people are confusing reck-
lessness with decisiveness
when they analyze Narendra
Modi’s tenure.

What about bravery in
confronting problems plagu-
ing the country? Manish
Tewari, the Congress leader
from Chandigarh, has re-
cently alleged in an interview
that the Government refused
to discuss the incursion of
China into India’s territory
despite clear evidence of a
violation of the country’s
sovereignty. More impor-
tantly, Narendra Modi has
till date not gone to Manipur
despite the ad that came out
about him stopping the war
in Ukraine and his own claim
of bringing a ceasefire in
Gaza. With all this, one has
to ask whether a country of
one billion people with more
than 75 years of history is
bereft of any leader who can
do better. Or there has beena
deliberate attemptto create a
TINA (There is No Alterna-
tive) narrative while putting
down opposition leaders and
praising only Modi. Now
that he is back in power, will
he change—Ilearn scientific
facts, not exaggerate, not
be reckless, and most im-
portantly, be brave in facing
the problems ofthe country?
Let’s wait and watch.

Apart from propaganda
from the Godi media, there
is.the financial factor, as seen
during the electoral bond
case in the Supreme Court.
After being compelled,
the State Bank of India re-
vealed that the BJP had the
highest amount of financial
contribution to the tune of
[16,986.5 crore, which is at
least five times more than
what the other parties got.
This was ironic since there
was a complaint among the
economists, including the
Finance Minister, Nirmala
Sitharaman, about the low
level of private investment
in the economy. While busi-
nesses were not investing in
the economy, they were busy
investing in the BJP. Then
there was the incident when
the Congress’s party’s bank
accounts, were frozen just
as they were preparing for
the general elections. The
financial advantage the BJP
had was best exemplified by
the fact that it became the
first Indian party to cross
Rs 100 crore in ad spend on
Google.

While the Godi media
was building the narrative
and the electoral bonds were
strengthening the BJP finan-
cially, the ED (Enforcement
Directorate) was busy put-
ting leaders of the Opposi-
tion, Arvind Kejriwal of
Delhi and Hemant Soren
of Jharkhand, in jail. On
the other hand, people like
Ajit Pawar (Maharashtra)
and Himanta Biswa Sarma
(Assam), on whom there
are allegations of corrup-
tion became cleansed after
passing through its ‘washing
machine’, which is a phrase
used to point out how corrupt

natal pack. The reasons for
lone behaviour include terri-
torial disputes within packs,
leading some w'olves to seek
new territories. Co-existence
within wolves varies across
countries. For instance,
Spain strictly protects its
2000+ wolves, aiming to
increase their population
by 18% and encouraging
livestock protection mea-
sures. Switzerland, on the
other hand, eases restric-
tions on culling its roughly
200 wolves to safeguard
livestock in the Alps. There
are different views on co-ex-
istence. The rationalist view
is to control wolves to avoid
disrupting pastoral activities,
the protectionists’ view is to
restore “wild” nature, allow-
ing wolves to roam freely
and a pragmatists view is to
balance needs of different
groups, including wolves.
From the political per-
spective lone wolves refer
to individuals who act inde-

politicians are rehabilitated
into the BJP. Apart from the
ED, there have also been
complaints about the Elec-
tion Commission allowing
Narendra Modi to spout ha-
tred against the Muslims. In
one instance, he even men-
tioned the Christians with
regard to the use of Sunday
as a holiday not being an
Indian (read Hindu) practice.
That such communal speech-
es were allowed was a big
failure of the EC, which has
fallen from grace since the
times of T. N. Seshan. Now
there is an allegation that in
more than 140 seats, more
EVM votes were counted
than EVM votes polled.

So, the challenges that
the INDIA bloc had to over-
come to bring down the BJP
to below the majority were
enormous. Hence desjpite
the loss, they are in a more
spirited mood than the BJP,
which had all the resources
and personnel (state and
non-state) ostensibly work-
ing in its favour. But the reai
change-makers in this elec-
tion were the poor people,
especially those from back-
ward communities like the
Dalits from rural areas, who
voted in favor of the IN-
DIADbloc. Recently, the RBI
governor, Shaktikanta Das,
claimed in a press confer-'
ence that rural demand had
improved, which means that
people’s purchasing power
had gone up. But when asked
by the reporter whether rural
distress was the reason for
the losses the BJP suffered,
raising a question mark on
the claims ofthe RBI, Shak-
tikanta Das shrugged the
question by claiming itwas a
matter of perception. This is
the most important lesson of
this election: claims made on
mainstream media about the
economy and jobs by Godi
Media and the experts,they
bring cannot win elections if
the situation on the ground is
not really what is projected.
Stock markets do not reflect
the real economy, where
more than 90% ofthe work-
ers are in the unorganized
sector, living a precarious
existence.

The fact that more than
half of the country’s popu-.
lation is subsisting on free
food is itself a big indicator
ofhow things have gone hor-
ribly wrpng for the people in
the country. No amount of
boastful claims can change
that and translate into an
election victory. At least in
this election, it did not.

This is an important les-
son for both the MDA gov-
ernment and the opposition
parties: victory will be short-
lived if no real transforma-
tion is made on the ground.
Sooner or later, people get
tired ofall the boastful claims
and the lies. When that hap-
pens, political careers are not
just made but also destroyed.
If in doubt, ask those who
lost the recent elections.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation to any
organisation or institution)

pendently, often disrupting
established norms. These ac-
tors can impactpolitics world
over, sometimes straining
relations between different
groups. Whether in the wild
or in politics, lone wolves
challenge existing dynam-
ics and provoke debate.
Coexistence and collabora-
tion remain essential for
navigating these complexi-
ties. The size ofan MP from
1 Shillong Parliamentary
Constituency in Lok Sabha
is equal to 0.2%. Mukhim
isrightin concluding that the
mandate given by the people
of 1 Shillong Parliamentary
Constituency, “be used to
meet the peoples’aspirations
and not to score political
goals. We are a small state
and we should matter in the
way that our MPs represent
us in Parliament.”
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email

Prime Minister Modi’s clav
feet has a name: Rural distress

IS In dire straits,
cannot wait for relief

By Dr. Soma Marla

Rural India limited the
Bharatiya Janata Party to 240
seats in the Lok Sabha. And
but for the "NDA allies",
Narendra Modi wouldn't
have become Pririie Minister
for a third time. The BJP
now depends on its partners
for the simple majority in
Parliament. The BJP lost
a third of its rural parlia-
mentary constituencies in
2024, reflecting'acute rural
distress. MSP, Agniveer
and high unemployment, all
of these contributed to the
BJP’s post-poll distress.

The BJP retained only
126 of the 251 rural seats it
held in the 17th Lok Sabha.
But the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
won 221 rural and semi-rural
Lok Sabha constituencies.
Most of these seats came
from Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Rajasthan. Compare this
with 251 rural and semi-rural
constituencies in 2019. The
INDIA bloc, on the other
hand, won 157 rural and
semi-rural constituencies in
the 2024 election. -

The newly-installed NDA
government should immedi-
ately address issues related
to rural distress. The farming
community is in such dire
straits that it cannot wait for
relief. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has made a big
show of his government’s
commitment to farmers by
releasing the payment for
the next quarter PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi. But there
is nothing special about this
direct'to bank transfer. The
17th instalment should have
been paid in late April, but
wasn't because ofthe Model
Code of Conduct in place.

And throughout the
course of the election cam-
paign, there was simmering
rural discontent. Farmers
weren't getting remunerative
agricultural prices, there was
high rural unemployment,
there was £ defc&de-long
wage stagnation and rising
food prices. The common
masses including lakhs of
farmers suffered. Naturally,
the Modi government was
blamed and it paid dearly in
the recent elections.

In the last decade and a
half, rural distress has in-
creased. The cost ofproduc-
tion in agriculture had gone
up nearly three times fuelled
by high prices of fertilizers,
seeds, diesel and pesticides.
All of these are essentials
for the agrarian economy.
Though the government has
been periodically announc-
ing MSP for various crops,
farmers continue to be in dis-
tress, unable to sell their har-
vested produce in markets.
In economic terms, there
are two types of incomes.
One nominal and the other
real. While nominal incomes
(in currency terms) saw a
small rise with MSPs, "real"
incomes were falling. Real
income is tied to purchas-
ing power (Consumer Price
Index) of consumed food
and household industrial
goods. As per estimates, real
income has decreased by 60
percent in the last 15 years,
chiefly due to the price dis-
parity between agricultural
and industrial commodities
in the markets.

This price imbalance has

Congress
must sort out
Manipur crisis

Editor,

The two warring sides
- Meitei dominated Inner
Manipur and Kuki-Zo-Naga
dominated Outer Manipur
- have, at least, a common
choice. The Congress gotthe
mandate from both of those
two Lok Sabha constituen-
cies. The people of Manipur
rejected the mismanage-
ment of the double engine
government. But what is
most encouraging is that
they have not lost their faith
in democracy even after the
Kuki-Zo's initial decision to
boycott the elections.

Rahul Gandhi deserves
credit for this. He promptly
visited the troubled state and
gave a strong message to the
people of Manipur that they
were not isolated from the

resulted in the transfer of
nearly Rs 28 lakh crore of
the total estimated Rs 42
Lakh crore worth of total
farm produce in the country.
For every rupee purchase
of agricultural goods by
a consumer in the super
markets, a farmer receives
only 26 to 30 paisa. The
surplus is pocketed by grain
merchants, millers and cor*
porate houses. The "real
income" that the farmers get
is unable to sustain families
leading to rural distress.
The dismal performance of
the farm sector is reflected
in the slowdown in aver*
age agriculture growth. The
Modi government’s promise
to double farmer incomes
was only talk. !

Rural distress has no
been receiving adequate
attention from policymak-r
ers. Instead of providing
employment'and succour
to rural families, the Union
government had cut budget
allocations to pay for subsi-
dies for various government
schemes. Example, subsidy -
allocation for MGNREGA
has bgen coming down con-
sistently in the last 2-3 years.-
Demand for work under the
MGNREGA rose 48.8 per-
cent in April. »

There is a continued rise
in unemployment, going up
to 30.2 million people seek-
ing jobs, according to date
from the Ministry of Rural
Development. The demand
for work under MGNRE-
GA increased sharply by
48.8 percent in April, says
NCAER data. The gov-
ernment might have not
spent on the subsidies for
MNREGA while tax flows,
especially GST, have been
highly robust.

While India’s provisional
GDP grew 8.2 percent in
FY24, thanks to the manu-
facturing and mining sectors.
However, the share in GDP
and thfe’Gross valu€ a33ed
(GVA) has come downto 1.4
percent in FY24. Average
agriculture growth is usually
‘at 3 percent. In 2023-24'it
was only 1.4 percent. Tins
was coupled with high food
inflation. In February-April,
average food inflation was
at 8.6 percent. The decline
in consumption and in rural
demand was visible not only
inthe fall ofhousehold items
but also in tjje fall in sales
of tractors and motorcycle®
in rural markets.Instead of
resorting to superficial mea-
sures, Modi's NDA goverflr
ment should take immediate
measures to curtail rural dis-
tress: Issue a one-time farm
loan waiver; calculate crop
MSPs as per the recommen-
dations of MS Swaminathan
Commission, bring a law to
ensure legal guarantee of
MSP for all crops. Nearly
130 million rural poor are
deprived of cheap ratio#
under PDS and sections of
the poor, including migrant
workers, are invisible. Re-
move GST on the purchase
of farm inputs including
fertilizers, and farm equip-
ment. Construct grain and
cold storage godowns in all
taluk headquarters. Pay crop
insurance compensation
straight into farmers' bank
accounts within 30 days of
crop damage. (IPA Service)

rest ofthe country. He narrat-
ed his first-hand experience
of what he saw in Manippr
in the Parliament. Also, the
Congress demanded a white
paper on the Manipur ethnic
violence.

Moreover, Rahul Gandhi
started the Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra from Manipur. That
also helped the people of
Manipurto regain faith inthe
democratic process.

Now, the India partners
have become a formidable
force in the Parliament.
Their responsibilities to
fight a democratic battle in
the Parliament for peace in
Manipur have increased to
a great extent.

Yours etc.,
SujitDe,
Kolkata

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Narcissism - why It's less obvious In women than in men

he term narcissism may conjure up
images of chest-pumping, arrogant,
male self-promoters. The personality

'y|f88j

by clinical professionals, for example,
misdiagnosed as borderline personality
disorder.

trait - with its hallmark features of overNarcissism isa complex personality trait.

grandiosity, assertiveness and superior-
ity - is, in fact, more commonly observed
in men.

That is because these central features
align closely with traditional masculine
traits. In fact, up to 75% of people diag-
nosed with narcissistic personality disorder
are men.

Butinreality, narcissism isamodem epi-
demic that afflicts men and women alike. A
new research, published in SexRoles, shows
how narcissism manifests itselfdifferently
in women - but reveals that narcissistic
women can be as dangerous and violent as
their male counterparts.

The research reveals that women with
high traits ofnarcissism tend to be more vul-
nerable and insecure than their male peers.

While full-blown narcissistic personality
disorder isn’ttoo common, affecting about
1-2% ofthe population, we all have narcis-
sism to varying degrees.

Narcissistic personality traits can be
expressed in two forms: grandiose and
vulnerable. People who exhibit more
grandiose features are self-assured and so-
cially dominant. People who exhibit more
vulnerable features are introverted and
have lower self-esteem. Both forms share
an antagonistic core, demonstrated by high
levels of entitlement and a willingness to
exploit others.

In the context of intimate relationships,
narcissism has similarly been associated
with men’sperpetration ofviolence. Threats
to their self-esteem can evoke feelings of

leading to aggressive behaviour.

Although women are less likely to dis-
play stereotypical manifestations ofnarcis-
sism, it does not mean that narcissism is
not as common in women. For instance,
consider the numerous reality TV .stars
who are notorious for their self-Centredness
and vanity - traits often associated with
narcissism.

Yetnarcissism inwomen extends beyond
self-absorption. Vulnerable narcissism
involves traits such as emotional vulner-
ability, low self-esteem and inhibition.
These traits,overlap with traditional notions
of femininity.

Such gender differences in narcissism
may stem from gender-specific stereotypes
of masculinity and femininity ingrained
from childhood.

Consequently, the*tendency for men to
display more grandiose features and women
to display more vulnerable traits may partly

making boys more assertive and girls more
nurturing.

However, there is a danger of interpret-
ing women’snarcissism as less harmful due
to their initial presentation as more soft-
spoken, nurturing, passive and vulnerable
than men. Beneath this persona, they may
be devoid of empathy and harbour high
levels of entitlement and a willingness to
exploit others.

This suggests thatmen and women may
be aggressive or violent in different ways.
Narcissistic women may be more likely to
manipulate people, spread rumours or be
passive aggressive than narcissistic men,
for example.

The recent research tested this for the
first time. In a study of 328 adults (176
women and 152 men), the complex dy-
namics between childhood experiences,
narcissism and the perpetration of intimate
partner violence in men and women was
examined.

Participants completed an online survey
and were asked questions about their per-
sonality traits. This captured both grandiose
and vulnerable features ofnarcissism using
the Pathological Narcissism Inventory.
Participants were also asked to indicate any
conflicts that may have arisen during their
past or present intimate relationships.

Men scored higher on grandiose nar-
cissism while women scored higher on
vulnerable narcissism. Despite these
marked gender, differences, it is important
to remember that narcissism exists along
a spectrum. Men can exhibit vulnerable
features and women can exhibit grandiose
features, too.

Grandiose narcissism in men was as-
sociated with greater perpetration of psy-
chological partner violence such as being
controlling, bullying or manipulative.

- Somewhat surprisingly, grandiose nar-
cissism in men was not associated with

the perpetration of physical violence.

That clashes with some previous research

that measured narcissism using different
methods. But overall,jmen are more likely

than women to perpetrate violence, so a
proportion ofnarcissistic men are likely to

be violent.

More surprisingly, vulnerable narcissism
inwomenwas linked with greater perpetra-
tion of physical, sexual and psychological
partner violence.

woman with vulnerable narcissistic traits
is violent.

Instead, specific features of'vulnerable
narcissism such as devaluing others (asr
signing exaggerated negative qualities
about them) and having entitlement rage
(lashing out when you don’t get what yo$
think you deserve) are associated with
violent behaviour. ;

Women who exhibit these features to a
higher extent are more likely to be shame-
fully dependent on others to provide admi-
ration. As a result, they are more likely to
respond violently in an attempt to regulate
their self-esteem and gain positions of
power.

For women, recalling having a caring
mother during childhood was associated
withreduced levels ofvulnerable narcissism
and subsequent perpetration ofviolence for-
ward their partner. This suggests there may
be buffers that can be acknowledged and
integrated into intervention programmes.

Spotting narcissistic women

Despite longstanding evidence portray-
ing narcissistic men as more violent than
women, the research shows that narcissistic
women are not only verbally aggressive,
as commonly portrayed in studies, but also
physically violent towards their partnef.

Despite this, the maimer in which nar-
cissistic women abuse others may not be
recognised as stereotypically narcissistic.
Instead, they may use their feminine iden:
tity to leverage societal expectations of
women as being nurturing and passive. *.

This might include exploiting their
perceived victimhood to gain positions of
power and control. Insidious tactics may
include making threats of (false) allegar
tions of abuse, withholding intimacy and
affection, exploiting their motherhood to
turn their children against their partner,
and physically assaulting their partner and
blaming it on self-defence to gain sympathy
from legal authorities.

The research challenges the stereotype
that women are always the victims in
abusive relationships. This balanced un-
derstanding promotes amore nuanced vie#
of relational dynamics and gender roles'ib
intimate relationships. , 7

By investigating features of narcissism;
in women, we can better recognise atjd
unmask their true nature. (The Conversa-

That means it can sometimes be missed

shame, humiliation and wounded pride,

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

Moonopposite Rahuonyoursotarmbim chart ttisgoing to be avery promising
yearforyou. There is no need foryouto live dangerously, as only systematic
approach will bear fruits. Your efforts wM bring you excellent results. You
will be energetic and raring to go. And wW have self-beliefin your abilities
to achieve wonderful results. Your bosses too w i have high expectations
from you and you will be entrusted with major responsibilities. They will not
be disappointed. Your subordinates will listen to you and also value your
advice. Financially there wiDbe no msgorworries. Those who are single could
explore marriage marketand getfavorable response. New love affairs look
You could be socializing a totand meeting totof people.
This week foryou'

Aries: (March 21 - April 20) This period Nghfights higher education, spirituality,
aid children--Peraoawalivnis improve with patience, love
and care rather than through discussion and criticism. You
are inspired creatively and emotionally. Yourenergy increases
forwork projects, technical education and religious activities.
Youwould have a more materialistic view ofBfe and are more
attracted to objects and possessionsthatgive you a sense of
comfortand status. Itis easierthan usualtofce sensible about
your diet, health, hygiene, and fitness needs..

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) You can be’unreflective in personal Nations, but

need to be loving and caring as family and children need your

r  supportandcare.Youwouldbeableto resofvedeSoate business

matters, conflictsand family issues witft love and care. Youare

likely to spend time in differentplaces and work closely in new

associationsas youcombinegoodiuck and good management.

Youwould please otherswith yourconversation and would give

a new approachto communfeaifofwelated projects, learning,

or self-expression. Brisk walks In natural surroundings would
be helpfulthis week.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) This is a good time for family, business and trips.
You are active, sktHful and genfe while achieving success at
work. You may find it difficult to make decisions or choices
as you are analytical and see both sides of every situation.
Itis a good time to look at your own patterns of thought and
behaviourto make heatthy relations withchildren and you need
totake care ofyourstudies. Aetearand logical approach brings
you closer to your goals. Artistic self-expression is important,
possibly through music, design and writing. A strong desire for
companionshipand sociabilitydominates. Yogaand meditation
are recommended.
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Cancer: (June 22 « July 22)Personal matters and ambitions are best attended
to and fulfilled as you are at your dynamic best, blessed with
confidence and style. You extend your hospitality to family and
friends asyouentertain and organize get-togethers. Yourefforts
have paid off as you strike a balance with love and harmony
at home. You feel that you are now closer to your children.
Business partnership and professional collaboration would be
financially supportive. Good planning and management lead
to progressive and productive ventures. Health needs care

and stress needs to be avoided.

Leo- (July 23 - August 23) You would benefit through siblings, communica-
tions, and shorttrips. Personal matters and ambitions are best
attended to and fulfilled as you are at your dynamic best and
blessed with confidence. You have much-needed energy for
new money-making projects, or for stepping up existing ones.
You may willingly play a supportive role in the family, offenng
more compassion and sttftess tove. You are likely to have
increased opportunitiesforfravel and new learning experiences”
You enjoy talking about what interests you, and you find great
value in the exchange of ideas. Heafth will take a turn for the
better if you take up a regular exercise routine.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22) This is a period for money, finance and
communication. You can use the powerofwords to attractwhat
youwantto knowwithgreaterease. Responsibility and maturity
arethemeswhenitcomestoyourfamHyandromanticlife.This
may also be true of relationships with children. Friends and
(overs take priority. People at work might be surprised by your
ability to assert yourself and your needs. An excellent period
begins for love, intimacy, and rewards. You are likely to enjoy
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a strong feeling of happiness and solidarity in friendship, or
with groups of like-minded individuals. Try to avoid conflicts
and arguments. Exercise patience in driving.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) You're feeling brave, independent, and
eager to begin new projects.You are more stimulated by all
thatis unconventional and your ideas are original and progres-
sive now. Career and vocational issues may benefit from the
increased clarity you possess. Much of your energy will be

f a applied to vocational achievement, professional success and
leadership. This is a rather happy, goal-oriented time on the
professional front. This is a time to follow your dreams and
ideas, and to plant a seed in the form of a wish for the future.
You possess extra charm in your professional life.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) Public relations work, promotions, and
other such endeavors are favored now. It's a favorable time
for your own creations, ideas and for you to apply them in your
profession. Financial gains are stronger than any other time.

Uu.u It's a time of creativity, drama, and passion. You are more
Titfe communicative and busy than usual. This is a great time to
n presentyourideasandtoimproveyourcommunicatibnskillsas
you would be in association with younger and talented people
and this boosts your confidence level too. Remember, domestic
relations cannotbe resolved through discussion and analysis but
through love, acceptance and freedom. You need to conserve

health and energy to meet domestic responsibilities.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)Intimacy, spirituality and higher
learning are very important to you during this time. You feel
emotionally attached with loved ones and family members.
Romance, creativity, pleasure and self-expression are on your
main agenda. You feel attracted to people with whom you can
communicate well and exchange ideas. You knowhowto relate
to others and you do itin a natural and warm manner. You will
seek chatty and vibrant friends who stimulate your curiosity
and mental abilities. Ifs time to compromise and negotiate with
family and children. This isa very significant phase, when you
are inspired creatively and emotionally.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20) This is an excellent time to create
a budget or financial plan, or to rid yourself of old habits that
undermine your sense of personal power and self-mastery.
Money matters are especially important to you in this phase.
On a more practical level, you may be dealing with joint
finances and shared resources. Give to a partner exactly
what you would like to receive. If single, you are more willing
than normal to enter into a committed relationship. In general,
you are adaptable when itcomes to your affections. Instead of
having cocktails and drinks have whole fruits and vegetables
to feel energetic.

Aquarius: (January 21 « February 18) You need the energies, companionship,
and support of a loved one. You focus on balancing your
personal interests and objectives with your social life. Social
interactions of a personal, one-on-one kind are emphasized.

%_ Your popularity is increasing in business ventures, and is
reinforced by your own ability to cooperate and harmonize.
Perhaps you are socializing more than usual on the job. You
have good team spirit right now, and you are more tactful and
obliging with your co-workers. You are looking to expand your
activities, and you may find that you have a lot of energy for
research and meditation. A health routine started now is likely

to be successful.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) This is a memorable time for communication,
phone calls enjoyment and finance. This is a strong period
for discovering what gives you the most pleasure. You enjoy
feedback from others more than usual, but you do preferto be
the center of attention. It's a generous, pleasantly emotional,
and creative phase. You could seek distinction and strive
towards perfection in your work. You are feeling inspired
creatively, and ready to perform inthe same manner. Creative
self-expression of any kind is favored at this time. You will
also thoroughly enjoy artistic, musical, or cultural events and
activities, especially in the company of a loved one this week.
You are full of energy and indulge in sports and other physical
activities or a structured exercise routine.

originate from parenting styles aimed at

Itis importantto note here that not every

tion) >»
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Not quite an introvert or an extrovert?
Maybe you're an ambivert

urpersonalities are generally thought to consists

offive primary factors: openness to experience,

conscientiousness, extroversion, agreeableness
and neuroticism, with each of us ranking low to high
for each.

Those who rank high in extroversion, known as ex-
troverts, typically focus on their external world. They
tend to be more optimistic, recharge by socialising and
enjoy social interaction.

On the other end of the spectrum, introverts are
more likely to be quiet, deep thinkers, who recharge
by being alone and learn by observing (but aren’t
necessarily shy).

But what if you’re neither an introvert or extrovert
- oryou’re a bit of both? Another category might fit
better: ambiverts. They’re the middle ofthe spectrum
and are also called “social introverts”.

What exactly is an ambivert?

The term ambivert emerged in 1923. While it was
notinitially embraced as part ofthe introvert-extrovert
spectrum, more recent research suggests ambiverts are
a distinct category.

Ambiverts exhibit traits ofboth extroverts and intro-
verts, adapting their behaviour based on the situation.
It may be that they socialise well but need solitude
and rest to recharge, and they intuitively know wheli
to do this.

Ambiverts seems to have the following character-
istics: 1. good communication skills, as a listener and
speaker 2. ability to be apeacemaker if conflict occurs
3. leadership and negotiation skills, especially in teams
4. compassion and understanding for others.

Some research suggests ambiverts make up a signifi-
cant portion ofthe population, with abouttwo-thirds of
people falling into this category.

What makes someone an ambivert?

Personality is thought to be, 50 per cent inherited,
with the remaining being influenced by environmental
factors and individual experiences.

Emerging research has found physical locations of
genes on chromosomes closely aligned with extrover-
si'on-introversion traits.

So, chances are, ifyou are a blend ofthe two styles
as an ambivert, one ofyour parents may be too.

What do ambiverts tend to be good at?

One area of research focus in recent decades has
been personality type and job satisfaction. One study
examined 340 introverts, extroverts and ambiverts in
sales careers.

It has always been thought extroverts were more suc-
cessful with sales. However, the author found ambiverts
were more influential and successful.

They may have a sales advantage because of their
ability to read the situation and modify their behaviour
if they notice a customer is not interested, as they’re

able to reflect and adapt.
Ambiverts stress less than introverts

Generally, people lower in extroversion have higher
stress levels. One study found introverts experience
more stress than both ambiverts and extroverts.

It may be that highly sensitive or introverted indi-
viduals are more susceptible to worry and stress due
to being more perfectionistic.

Ambiverts are adeptat knowing when to be outgoing
and when to be reflective, showcasing a high degree
of situational awareness. This may contribute to their
overall wellbeing because of how they handle stress.

What do ambiverts tend to struggle with? Ambiverts
may overextend themselves attempting to conform or fit
in with many social settings. This istermed “overadap-
tation” and may force ambiverts to feel uncomfortable
and strained, ultimately resulting in stress or burnout;

But personality traits aren’t fixed

Regardless ofwhere you sit on the scale of introver-
sionthrough to extroversion, the reality is it may notbe
fixed. Different situations may be more comfortable for
introverts to be social, and extroverts may be content
with quieter moments.

And there are also four other key personality traits
- openness to experience, conscientiousness, agreeable-
ness and neuroticism -which we all possess in varying
levels, and are expressed in different ways, alongside
our levels of extroversion.

There is also evidence our personality traits can
change throughout our life spans are indeed open to
change. (The Conversation)
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BJP & Social Change

IHE BJP might, or might not, be engaged in social
engineering with a view to promoting the interests of
the under-privileged. Ithas named a long-time legis-
lator Mohan Charan Mhjhi, a leader from the tribal
community as the chiefminister ofOdisha. W hen the
BJP gotachance in Madhya Pradesh, some time ago,
it installed a leader from the Dalit community, Mo-
han Yadav, as the chiefminister there. The BJP also
installed, in Rashtrapati Bhavan, Droupadi Murmu
from the tribal Santhal community in Odisha, and
previously Ram Nath Kovind, from a Dalit stock
in Uttar Pradesh. All these are an extension of the
supposedly pro-backward class stand taken by the
BJP and the RSS through the installations of Kalyan
Singh in Uttar Pradesh and Uma Bharti in Madhya
Pradesh as chiefministers, which culminated in the
installation of Narendra Modi, a convert from the
Forward Class to Backward Class through law, as
the Prime Minister. Without doubt, all these paid rich
dividends to the growth and sustenance ofthe BJP
as amajor political establishment after it struggled
with less than five seats in Parliament in the 1980s.
A question to ask is, how much does these help in

the emancipation of the under-privileged iri this

country?

Fact of the matter is that the BJP, more than the
Congress, represents the elite segments ofthe soci-

ety, with a pronounced Brahminical ethos, which it
inherited from the RSS. Atthe same time, there are
fewerBrahmins inthe Modigovernment- and large
numbers from the backward classes as ministers.
The BJP has, much more than during the Congress
era, appointed backward classes as governors. It
even appointed a Muslim as the governor ofAndhra
Pradesh and it was the Vajpayee government that
made APJ Abdul Kalam the president of India. All
these are positive steps in symbolically empower-

ing the disadvantaged communities. In reality, there
perhaps is no empowerment. These are essentially
tricks to fool the masses and fill the ballot boxes
with favourable votes. The Dalit chief minister in
Madhya Pradesh, unlike Shivraj Singh Chouhanwho
enjoyed clout, and the Odisha chief minister are as
ofnow namesakes. They could be used as puppets
and may have to actas per dictations from the party
leadership and its think tanks. They cannot move a
finger on their own. The plight ofthe tribals or the
Dalits has not improved in the lasttwo terms ofthe
BJP-led NDA government. This isbecause there are
“limits” to what can be expected from the Sangh
Parivar in terms of social change. The poor people
have no mind of their own. They are carried away
by symbolisms. India’s economic growth will be
incomplete as long as these segments ofthe society
are not empowered and given their due.

Letters to the Editor

Mawkhar
PresbyterianChurch
dilemma: Case of

breach of trust

Editor,

Apropos of the anony-
mous letter “Double trouble
for -Mawkhar Presbyterian
Church: Where angels fear
to tread the vestry,” (ST
June 11, 2023) is a letter
with an amazing title but
with malicious content to
damage the very sanctity of
our Church. For those who
care as | do, discerning and
dissecting the words in the
caption will reveal the truth.
There is a high probability
that the anonymous author
is a member who sits on the
hallowed Church Commit-
tee. 1am inclined to believe
that the anonymous author
is one of the members of
the Church representing all
the members of the Church.
Sadly, I’m being represented
without my consent. The
action of infringement on
my rights and space by the
anonymous author is vehe-
mently opposed.

Being privy to the in-
credible details of church
matters especially about the
Special Audit which is yet
to be made public even to
the church members cannot
be more reprehensible and
unfortunate than this.

‘Corruption in the
Church’ is also an issue
which churches all over the
world need to grapple with,
with utmost sincerity and se-
riousness, and the Mawkhar
Church is not an exception
to this. It must have caused
grave concern and resent-
ment among its members
too. But charges and allega-
tions unless substantiated

and proven will remain mere
speculation and allegations.
The author of the letter in
question must have mustered
up all courage to write that
letter but seemed to lack the
same courage in not reveal-
ing his name and identity. It
just gives the impression that
he has a*hidden agenda aimed
at damaging the very sanctity
of the church and defaming
certain church leaders.

The letter is distasteful in
terms of content, usage of
condescending words with
particular reference to the
deacon entrusted with the
charge of looking after the
school building construc-
tion and creating doubts and
suspicion over the activities
ofthe few church elders and
a Pastor. Is this action of the
anonymous author being
guided by his concern for the
Church or is it motivated by
deceitfulness and personal
vendetta? | presume that the
concerned author knows the
members ofthe Special Audit
Team, and it would not be
surprising if the team had
worked in closejuxtaposition
with the author. Transmit-
ting data, figures, and data
in actuals by verbalization is
beyond human assimilation
and retention. This therefore
means that a copy of the
Special Audit Report landed
in the hands ofthe concerned
author. If that was the case,
I question the integrity, and
credibility of the team for
breaching the trust of the
Committee in maintaining
the confidentiality of the
Report.

| resonate with the feel-
ings and opinions of A.
Dkhar, whose letter to the
editor, “Why wash dirty
linen in public?” was car-
ried in the edition dated

The Evolution of Community Forests

When Dr BK Tiwari, for-
mer Professor of Environ-
mental Science at NEHU,
told me that a reporter from
the Associated Press, USA,
was visiting the state to do
a story on the sacred forests
in Meghalaya, 1was a little
apprehensive. Reams of pa-
per have been used to write
about the sacred groves in
the state, and one wonders
if there is anything left to
write about these forests. Is
there any angle in the story
of the sacred forests that has
not been explored? The tra-
ditional forests kept by the
people who live in the Khasi,
Jaintia, and Bhoi regions
of the state are generally
classified as sacred forests,
community forests, and even
clan forests. However, except
for the sacred forests, the pur-
poses for which the forests
were conserved differ, and
the traditions and regulations
governing these forests vary
from one place to another.
Indeed, many aspects of the
sacred or even the commu-
nity forests in the state have
already been studied, but is
there nothing more to study
and is the list of topics for
studying the sacred groves
exhausted?

The Rakl Buamand Traditional
Natural Resource Management

I am reminded ofmy visit
last winter with Donbok
Buam, accompanied by Sum-
er Buam, the Lyngdoh ofthe
Raid, to the many forests of
Raij-Buam. During that Visit,
| learned that the Raij Buam
has many forests reserved
and conserved by the com-
munity. According to Buam,
the many forests, which have
a combined size of no less
than 5,000 hectares, were
conserved for different pur-
poses. The interesting learn-
ing that day was also that
the entire traditional system
of forest conservation in the
Raij is very scientific. It is,
in a way, a systematic Natu-
ral Resource Management
(NRM), albeit in atraditional
manner. There is a sacred
forest, but there are also
forests kept specifically for
the people ofthe Raij to use
for firewood; another forest
for the community to use as
logs and planks for building
houses. There is one forest
conserved for the wood to be
used for cremation, and the
larger forest at the entry to the
village is kept because it sup-
plies water to the village.

Most Raids have only
sacred forests, and some also
have forests where the wood
is to be used as firewood for
cremation. However, Raid
Buam is different. Raid Buam

June 13, 2024. Therefore, I,
as ah independent entity of
the Church demand a pub-
lic written apology for the
act of infringement and the
dubious attempts to destabi-
lize the very foundation and
belief of the other members
of the Church. | hope that
the Mawkhar Presbyterian
Church will rise up and not
remain insouciant in response
to the egregiously evil forces
that are at work today.
Yours etc,
VB Lyngdoh
A loyalist of the Church
Shillong - 2

Is MeECL a
liability for the

consumer?

Editor,

In early February, 1 was
shocked to receive my elec-
tricity bill. It had suddenly
jumped from Rs 469 to Rs
1483, and the following
month, it surged even higher
to Rs 2824. Fearing discon-
nection, | reluctantly paid
these inflated amounts online
while raising complaints with
Megha Power via email. |
waited for a long time, but |
did not hear back at all.

Desperate for a solution,
| visited the MeECL office,
hoping for a quick resolution.
A concerned officer suggest-
ed that the meter might be
malfunctioning and advised
me to replace it. | promptly
completed all the necessary
formalities and paid for the
new meter. They replaced the
meter about a week later and
assured me that they would
adjust any overcharges ap-
propriately.

However, my relief was
short-lived. The inflated bills

By HH Mohrmen

is unique because it is the
only Raid with detailed and
pragmatic natural resource
management in place, albeit
traditionally.- All the forests
under the Raid are conserved
to meet the common needs
and requirements ofthe peo-
ple. It is also true that Raid
Buam and many other Raids
were able to conserve their
forests because a significant
population in the area fol-
lows Niamtre or Niamtynrai,
and the forests are respected
and not desecrated because
religious sacrifices and rituals
are still performed to appease
different deities. However,
keeping sacred forests is not
solely the obligation of the
Niamtre people; there are
cases where keeping sacred
forests goes beyond a specific
religion.
The Sacredness of

the Forest Continues

Another lesson comes
from Sohmynting, a vil-
lage 1 visit regularly for my
work, but | only learned
about its unique story when
I accompanied my youngest
daughter in her research for
her master’s dissertation. The
story of the sacred forest in
Sohmynting village needs to
be shared because it isunique
when compared to sacred
forests in the entire state. It
is different from the other
sacred groves in the area
because most sacred forests
are maintained and protected
by the Raid or by followers of
Niamtre. In most cases, the
forest remains intact because
rituals and sacrifices are still
performed by the followers of
the traditional religion.

It is also perhaps, not
wrong to conclude that in
areas where locals have con-
verted to another religion,
the forests are not properly
maintained, if they remain
at all. In some places where
there are no followers of
Niamtre, sacred groves are
encroached upon by neigh-
bours and, in some cases,
even desecrated. The case of-
Sohmynting is different; al-
though the entire village has
converted to different Chris-
tian denominations, and there
is not a single person in the
village that follows Niamtre
or the traditional religion,
the forest is still kept intact
by the clan. Despite the fact
that rituals and sacrifices are
no longer performed in the
forest because the members
of the clan have adopted
Christianity, they continue
the tradition of keeping their
sacred forests.

that followed mirrored the
previous anomalies. | have
so far made five more visits
to the MeECL office, each
time seeking a resolution
and facing the same frustrat-
ing runaround, sometimes
unable to meet the revenue
officer because he was not at
his desk. I wonder when they
will resolve my issue and
send me the correct bill.

If someone like me is
compelled to run from pillar
to post for a seemingly petty
matter, what about the count-
less others, especially those
who are illiterate or come
from far-off places? One
businessman, shared with
me that he had paid inflated
bills for seven months. His
busy schedule prevented him
from visiting the MeECL
office frequently, and it took
him several visits and com-
plaints before his issue was
resolved. "When my billing

“issue was finally resolved,
| felt an immense sense of
relief and triumph, almost as
if I had won the lottery!" the
businessman said.

This ordeal raises a criti-
cal question — has MeECL
become a major liability for
its consumers? The officers'
lack of diligence and sheer
lackadaisical attitude add to
the frustration of the con-
sumer. Inthis digital age, why
must consumers go through
such arduous processes for
every trivial issue? Why must
resolutions come only after
heartbreaking stress?

In the greater interest of
consumers, | urge the higher
authorities to take immedi-
ate and serious action. If
necessary, strict disciplinary
action should also be initi-
ated. MeECL must upgrade
its customer support system

The Khloo Langdoh inthe
village belongs to the Pyrtuh
clan, and the clan has kept the
forest despite hot performing
any religious rituals for as
long as they can remember.
The last ritual they remi-
nisce was performed by the
members of the Pyrtuh clan
who came all the way from
Bataw village in East Jaintia
Hills. Even ifthey no longer
follow the traditional reli-
gion, the forest in the middle
of the village is still intact.
The people have converted
to Christianity and have dis-
tanced themselves from the
rituals and sacrifices once
performed in the forest, yet
they still protect the sacred
grove.

In Sohmynting, not only
does the Pyrtuh clan con-
tinue to conserve their sacred
forest, but other clans also
protect and conserve their
forests. The sacred grove
is now managed under the
Community Reserve Forest
scheme of the Government
of Meghalaya. Other forests
like Khloo Kyndait, Khloo
Moosyiem, and Khloo Nan-
grim are kept by different
clans and the community.
Sohmynting is a classic case
where' forest conservation is
not associated with a certain
religion only but is part ofthe
culture which is ingrained in
the people’s psyche.

The Times Are Changing

An old adage says, “The
only thing permanent in the
world is change,” and natu-
rally, people will also change
with time. The people who
live in the Khasi, Jaintia,
and Bhoi regions of the state
are exposed to the world
around them and naturally
evolve with time. Culture
is not static; it evolves and
is influenced by the cultures
it is exposed to, and in the
process, different aspects of
culture change with time.
Similarly, the Khasi-Jaintia
community is not immune to
these changes, and interesting
changes are happening with
regard to the conservation of
forests. We have two cases
here where an initiative was
started to protect new forests
by different organs of the
community but for different
reasons and purposes.

Khloo Balang or the

Church’s Forest

It is a new development
found in some villages
where, apart from the tradi-
tional forests kept since time
immemorial, new reserved
forests are emerging in these
villages. In avery interesting

and overhaul its administra-

tive management without
further delay.

Yours etc.,

Salil Gewali,

Shillong

10 billion dollar
pipe-dream

Editor,

The NPP led-govemment
underthe leadership of Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma
aims to improve, innovate
and create new avenues for
developing the state be it in
road communication, mar-
kets, health system, educa-
tion, civic amenities, tour-
ism, human resources etc.-
Unfortunately, many ofthese
aspirations appear more like
amirage. Someone has to put
things in a straight-forward
manner and tell the CM that
when even basic amenities,
infrastructure etc., are not
up to the mark then what
is this government selling
to the world? No one has
questioned the intricacies of
the Smart Village Movement
which has nothing to show
for its success or the Smart
City project where potholes
still dot the streets of Shillong
and the state highways as
well. Even today villages
have to remain cut-off from
electricity, water and what
not. This current government
has only succeeded in recruit-
ing unproductive consultants
who are usurping the state’s
exchequer. | wonder if our
local, unemployed educated
youth are so bereft of intel-
ligence that they cannot be
engaged as state consultants
instead of Meghalaya em-
ploying any Tom, Dick and
Harry from outside who
knows nothing ofthe ground
realities.

development, new thinking
has started in some churches,
and although the forests are
not called sacred or even
considered sacred as such,
the fact that some churches
have started keeping forests
is remarkable. What is the
thinking behind the decision
to keep the church forest, or
why do some churches feel
the need to have their own
forests? One possible reason
for the church to keep the
Khloo Balang is to have a
good stock ofwood to be used
as planks for making coffins
when a church member dies,
oritcouldbe aplan foracem-
etery in the future. Whatever
the reason for keeping the
Khloo Balang, it indicates
that forests are integral to the
people, and keeping forests is
deeply rooted in their minds.
Keeping a forest is a tradition
that is not old and forgotten,
but one that people still take
pride in and continue to this
day.
Necessity is the

Mother of Invention

The story of forest con-
servation in Mustem village
is another case that testifies
to the fact that people initiate
new efforts to protect or start
new forests for the common
good. The village has many
community forests, but this
particular forest was con-
served by the Dorbar Chnong
with a very specific, bold,
and far-sighted vision for the
benefit ofthe whole commu-
nity. The forest is conserved
because it is the source of
water for.the river Sajri, and
the_villagers are very clear in
their vision that they need to
protect the forest to ensure
that the river continues to pro-
vide them with potable water.
Indeed, today the dorbar
chnong uses the water from
Wah Sajri to supply water
to the village through the Jal
Jeevan Mission project. The
story of Mustem village is
a one which foresees an im-
minentproblem in the village
and addresses the future needs
ofthe community.

Conclusion

Forest conservation is not
just the legacy that Khasi
Pnars have inherited; they
continue to grow and come
up with new ideas to conserve
forests. The above stories are
classic cases where people’s
connection with the forest is
very visibly demonstrated. In
fact, these are stories that we
should share every day and
every time we celebrate World
Environment Day. Nexttime,
rather than planting trees, it
is better to share these com-
munity conservation stories
which could also inspire oth-
ers to do the same.

Job prospects in the gov-
ernment sector are getting
scarcer since all the tax pay-
ers’ money seems to have
gone into deep pockets of self-
ish people. Let's see whether
those who are good at shout-
ing on the streets to demand
justice really dare challenge
the current political leader-
ship with tough questions.
Only then only will the real
results be revealed.

Yours etc..
Dominic S.Wankhar,
Via email

Land for doctors
serving in
Meghalaya

Editor,

Your daily dated 14th June,
2024 had quoted the Health
Minister stating that rules
do not permit doctors from
outside the state to buy land
here. She went on to say that
doctors who wish tp serve the
people ofanunder-developed
state should be ‘committed' to
fulfilling the obligations they
swear by'.

One wonders how the rules
allow the allotment of land
for IAS Officers (non-tribals
included) in New Shillong.
Guess these officers are not
expected to be ‘committed'
to their obligations to serve
the state.

Different rules for different
categories ofpublic servants!
There’s a limit to hypocrisy!

Yours etc.,

Name withheld on
request,

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Time fora‘NEET ’overhaul of
admissions to medical colleges

education courses
By DrArun Mitra

Irregularities in the Na-
tional Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET), an ex-
amination conducted by the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) for admissions to
medical courses, has raised
many serious questions. A
record number of 67 stu-
dents obtained the perfect
score 0f720 out 0f23,33,297
who appeared for the test.
Never have more than three
students got full marks in
this test since 2020. Two,
scores ofcandidates reported
that they were not given
question papers on time or
were handed wrong question

E Ii

papers. Three, the Optical
Marks Recognition (OMR)
sheet of some students was
tom and their results were
delayed. Four, forno fault of
several hundred candidates,
their results were blocked.

Such irregularities have
to be taken seriously as they
putthe candidates in extreme
mental stress and thousands
of candidates make more
than one attempt at the test.
These candidates are unable
to bear the stress and several
take the extreme step ofend-
ing their lives.

Wasthere leakage ofques-
tion papers and at whose be-
hest? Thatmany OMR sheets
were found tom shows the
total failure of the National
Testing Agency (NTA)which

edge has limited the scope of
assessment at a wider scale.
Several coaching centres
have come up for those ap-
pearing in the NEET and
other such admission tests.
Students are encouraged to
join coaching centres with
the active connivance,of
their schools. The coaching
centres charge exorbitant
fees and students from low
income families are auto-
matically ruled out. Besidte,"
the proportion of candidates
from rural areas has coine
down.

The entrance test was
started at the national level'

S0 as to ensure that the pri-1
vate medical colleges do;notl
charge exorbitant fees and'
will not hold their own’exj «
ams. Butthe private medical’
colleges have got around-th”
hump by holding mop”jj'
counselling for candidate?
applying to their colleges.
Private medical colleges
charge hefty amounts'.for
admission to their courses.
Candidates from low
middle income groups are
the worst hit. I
Several states are now.sle- -
manding that they be given*
the right to take decisions in -
the admission process and\
be exempted from NEET. for,
the state quota seats. NEET'
should be only for the central,
quota and for central govem-

“Affected candidates shouldbeprovided
relief. The NTA has now cancelledthe ; ;
grace marks and ordered re-examinations
for 1563 students. But why should the
entire testbe conducted again? A retest
under stressful conditions cannot be a level
playingfield andthose askedtogofor
the retest may not be able to
perform well a secondtime.”

should be held accountable
and the persons at fault
should be taken to task.

Affected candidates
should be provided relief.
The NTA has now cancelled
the grace marks and ordered
re-examinations for 1563
students. But why should
the entire test be conducted
again? A retest under stress-
ful conditions cannot be a
level playing field and those
asked to go for the retest may
not be able to perform well
a second time. If they have
to still undergo the retest,
the expenditure should be
borne by the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

It is ironic that the admis-
sions to the higher educa-
tion courses have not been
streamlined even after so
many decades. The very ba-
sic principle ofeducation for
all and its purpose to prepare
good citizens and empathetic
doctors is being flouted. In-
stead of becoming a means
to fulfil the given objectives,
education has become the
means to make profits.

There was a time when
the marks obtained, in the
12th class were the crite-
ria for admission to higher
courses. MCQ as the means
ofjudgment of one’s knowl-

ment controlled colleges.

This will protect the states.’;,
rights to provide education.!
It must be recognised that
India has a diversity of ciil-
tures and different levels of
development.

Therefore, itisimportant
that the students from Iqw
economic status should be
supported by the govern-'
ment. Fees in the private gql-
leges should be capped and-
made transparent including!
for the management qubta
seats. The clause of chaf-
ing government level fees
inthe private colleges for50
percent seats should be ef-
fectively implemented. The
government should decide
the fees for the other seats.
Students from a rural back-
ground should be awarded
extra marks for admission
purposes. There should "be]
dialogue among the van*,
ous stakeholders includ-[
ing students’ organisations,,
teachers’ organizations and-
academicians. Itis important'
to ensure that education
does not become a ‘only for
profit’ business. The State
should own the responsibil-
ity to impart education On
the principles laid down, by
the Kothari Commission..
(IPA Service)
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« The history ofthepast is but one long
struggle upwardto equality”
— Elizabeth Cady Stanton
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Headless State Commission for Women
SEXUAL violence in Meghalaya - a matrilin-
eal society is on the rise. Over and above that
there is domestic violence too but the aggrieved
women find no reliefsince the State Commission
for Women that was created wifli the intention of
addressing their grievances and that of adoles-
cent girls that are now being preyed upon, has
been without a Chairperson to direct its func-
tioning. When the Social Welfare Minister was
asked why this position remained unfilled he first
stated that his Department is on the lookout for
an incumbent to fill the post. Later he cited the
Model Code of Conduct. Now that the election
is over, what's the delay about?

The last appointee —Phidalia Toi was alleged
to have placed her political loyalties above her
commitment to the Commission and to have
actively campaigned for the National Peoples’
Party (NPP) whose active member she is, during
the run-up to the Assembly election in 2022-23.
Toi was appointed to the Commission because
she is a crd carrying member of the NPP. In
Meghalaya there is no chance that the best
person would be appointed to any critical posi-
tion. There are always strings attached. Those
affiliated to political parties are appointed ir-
respective of whether they fit die bill and are
equal to the task. The list of appointees of the
present MDA Government are enough indica-
tion that the word competence does-not exist in
its dictionary. These appointees - paid from the
state exchequer eat up quite a substantial chunk
of public money. The abysmal performance of
the NPP-UDP-HSPDP grand alliance called the
MDA, in the recently held Lok Sabha elections
is also because the public that has been help-
lessly watching this nepotism have finally got
their pound of flesh by defeating the alliance
partners and electing both MPs from the op-

position.

Why should it take so longto. appoint,a com*

]Jreteht~per«on to an

Government is trying to find someone that will
toe their line? That is what most governments
want and the women of this state are voiceless
against this gross infirmity. It is a fact that in
Meghalaya today there is no active and robust
women’s organisation that can take On the
Government. In the pastthe Synjuk Kynthei led
by women of eminence and character such as
Queenie Rynjah, Silveriene Swer, EN Shullai,
Sitimon Sawianamong others would have taken
onthe Governmentfor debilitating therCommis-
sion and rendering it effete. Those were the days
when die Synjuk Kynthei challenged the then

Biloris Lyndem who Was never known to have

been a woman activist with any knowledge,

about the problems that ail women, as the first
Chairperson ofthe Women's Commission. The
fcynjuk Kynthei attended the meeting where Dr
Lyndem* name was announced and with one
accord all the members walked out ofthe meet-
ing. CM Lapang came out and requested them
to re-enter the venue but they refused and gave
him a mouthful. That’s what’s called women’s
empowerment. Now the Synjuk Kynthei arid
other women’s organisations seem to have lost
steam and the gumption to take on the Govern-
ment. That’s what matrilineal Meghalaya is
reduced to - a sham ifthere is one!

Iillirs to flu- I'dilor

Reservation
demand
lawful; threat
to commit
violence is

criminal

Editor,

I would like to comment
on the various headlines that
appeared on Saturday, June
15, 2024. Firstly, the Voice
of the People Party (VPP)
through its President, Ardent
M. Basaiawmoit, has made
a submission to the Expert
Committee ,that although
the Reservation Policy talks
about Representation in
terms of population, the ac-
curate census data was not
taken into account at the time
when it was implemented.
According to the data cited
by the VPP, the population
of Khasi people comprised
45% ofthe State population

%

while that of the Garos was
32%.

But interestingly, the
GHADC MDC Rinaldo K.
Sangma, also provided data
on the representation of the
communities in the govern-
ment sector, and stated that
the representation of Garo
people is 35% while that of
the Khasi people is 61%.

So, if we compare the
data given by the VPP and
the data given by the MDC
Rinaldo K Sangma, our Garo
friends are not under-repre-
sented. Their representation
already exceeds the propor-
tion of their population,
even as the representation
of the Khasis too exceeds
their proportion. This is not
unlawful as it also means
that in some cases, meritori-
ous candidates did not need
to avail of the benefits of
Reservation.

_ So, there should be no
question of unfairness, or
under-representation as per
the Law. But there are some

And the winner is...the voter...who
should not be taken for granted

By Andrew WLyngdoh

The gruelling 2024 Lok
Sabha polls has taught poli-
ticians and political parties
umpteen lessons. But the
biggest takeaway from the
hustings was that the voter
should never be taken for
granted. The BJP’s ‘Abki
Baar, 400 Paar’ ended in a
whimper much to die chagrin
of its top leadership who
thought that their divisive
speeches, communalism,
parochialism and hyper na-
tionalism would getthe votes
they desired. But the voter
had other things in mind.
Although the voters did not
overwhelmingly vote for
the BJP, yet it could form a
coalition government with
the help of its allies under
the National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA). For now, India
has a coalition government,
a thing which was missing,
in the real sense, for the last
10 years of Narendra Modi
though the last two govern-
ments were dubbed as NDA
governments.

Coming to Meghalaya,
the drubbing of the ruling
National People's Party
(NPP)was on expectedlines
though the victory marginof
the MP-elect in Shillong and
Turatook many by surprise.
Who would have thought
that the voters of Tura Par-
liamentary Constituency
would dethrone Pumo Agi-
tok Sangma’s progeny by
a massive margin? Who
would have dreamt that a
soft-spokenAssistant Profes-
sor at the North Eastern Hill
University (NEHU) would
relegate the NPP candidate
toihe third position? Inmore
than a year, the NPP’s vote
share in Meghalaya dropped
drastically.

Winning in 26 out of 60
Assembly constituencies in
the 2023 polls, the NPP’s
vote share was a staggering
31.49% (5,84,337 votes).
Fast forwardto the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, and the NPP
garnered 4,15,166 votes -
2,28,678.votes fromacross
24 Assembly[seam ~#/ ip
the Gi& m Ifs region, and
a mere 1,86,488 votes from
36 Assembly segmentsinthe *
Khasi Jaifitia Hills region.
Agreed that a general State
Assembly poll is different
freon a general Lok .Sabha
election, \foters vote differ-
ently in different elections,
TOtthisyea,the NPP’sdrub-
bing wasmuch more than

just voting differently.

Letus come.to the Khasi
Jaifitia Hills' regioft. The
Voice, ofthe People Party
(VPP) has undoubtedly ce-
mented its place in Megha-
laya politics. There is no
looking back forthe Ardent
Miller Basa&wmoit-ledpar-
ty. By winmsgin 32 out<pf
36 AssembfyVs*gment” the
people had givea &decisive
mandate to the party can-
didate, Dr Ricky Andrew J
Syngkon, who could gamer
a staggering 55.02% of the
votes polled. This is stupen-
dous by any measure. The

exitpoll of‘India Today-My

Axis India’gotitrightonthe
Shillong Parliamentary Con-
stituency and the vote share
of the winning candidate.
But the same exit poll got
it completely wrong for the
TuraParliamentary Constitu-
ency. Hence, the writing on
the wall was clear since day
one that the people wanted
change. The anti-incum-
bency wave against the then

Organizations or unions that
are warning of violence if
the policy is corrected. One
such is the All India Garo
Union, that warned ofriots.
Ifsuch organizations are law
abiding, they should spread
awareness about the law, and
not normalise such threats.
But I believe that such or-
ganizations do not speak for
die majority ofthe peaceful
Garo people, Similarly, a re-
centviral videoofEducation
Minister Rakkam' Sangma's
communal speech, if it was
real, does not speak for the
majority of Garo people,
judging by the thumping loss
ofthe NPP.

So, at the end ofthe day,
the law should prevail, even
when it comes to Reserva-
tion. It should be logical
and consistent as per the
historical policies for reser-
vation givento all STs inthe
country and in the State. Let
us hope the Expert Commit-
tee abides by the Law, and
not by assumptions orwrong

sitting MP of the Congress,
Vincent H Pala, the unin-
spiring candidature of Dr M
Ampareen Lyngdoh from
the NPP, and the negativity,
which surrounded the NPP-
led Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance (MDA-I11), pushed
the voters to die VPP.

Right from the start, the
NPP candidate and the ‘star
campaigners’ made unmiss-
able errors. By unnecessarily
attacking the VPP instead of
projecting the achievements
of the MDA government
since 2018, the candidate and
the campaigners fell into a
massive trap. Knowingly or
unwittingly, they played di-
rectly into the hands oftheir
political opponents. The NPP
State President, Prestone
Tynsong, was never taken se-
riously by any serious voter.
The Deputy Chief Minister
representing Pynursla con-
stituency has been a subject
of ridicule from many quar-
ters principally due to his
own illogical utterances in
every campaign. He needs
to do some serious introspec-
tion before he brings himself
and the entire NPP down to
the pits. Defending Tynsong
is defending the indefensible.
But it was notjust Tynsong.
Nearly every known cam-
paigner was bashing the
VPP on trivial issues instead
of focusing on the NPP’s
agenda. Of course, the NPP
had to defend and clarify
on allegations leveled by its
opponents. But the manner
in which it was done, made
even fence sitters jump to.
the VPP. Negative political
campaigning can win you
some elections, butnotevery
election.

It was also shocking that
the NPP agreedto align with
die BJP and for die latter to
decidenotto field candidates
from both the constituencies.
Itwas a grave mistake. Elec-
toral jpglitics is like a game
of chess, one
you aWcheckthated."mdyou'*
would have to wait for an-
other five years. Had die BJP
set up its own candidates,
perhaps the drubbing would
nothave been severe. In feet,
the BJP karyakartas were
upbeat as they were inspired
by their mascot, Narendra
Modi, and the party’s slogan
o f‘Abki Baar, 400 Paar.”But
all the excitementwaitdown
die drain. From die Shillong
Parliamentary Constituency,
the BJP hadgamered around
76,000 votes in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. In 2024,
the transfer of BJP votes
to the NPP was not visible.
The NPP could win in only
one of the two Assembly
segments held by the BJP-
Clearly, the alliance did not
work. The same was with the
TuraParliamentary Constitu-
ency where the alliance did
more harm than good to the
NPP. But we cannot expect
the NPP to sever ties with
the BJP especially when
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) is back at
the helm of affairs in New
Delhi. Itwould be politically
unwise to cut ties with the
BJP and after knowing fully
well how vindictive the BJP
leadership could be against
its opponents.

What should worry the
NPP in the Khasi Jaifitia
Hills is that it lost in 9 out

bases for Reservation. How-

ever, the threat to violence is
not lawful, but criminal.

Yours etc.,

Kitdor H. Blah,

Shillong

Whistle
blowers versus
dog whistling

Editor,

Through this letter | beg
youto allow me, acommuni-
cantmemberofthe Mawkhar
Presbyterian Church who
regularly pays tithes to the
church, to alsorespondto the
letter captioned," Mawkhar
Presbyterian Church Di-
lemma: Case of breach of
trust” (as appeared in your
esteemed newspaper dated
June 17,2024).

Allow me to begin by say-
ing that there is no dilemma
inthe Mawkhar Presbyterian
Church, except for those
who wish that the rot of the
Church be buried under the

of 10 Assembly segments
represented by its MLAs.
The lead taken by the VPP
was massive as well. The
Party’s MLA and MP can-
didate could also win by
a small margin from her
own backyard. Clearly, the
party organisation was at
the receiving end. It had no
answers to counter the VPP
in spite of the many flaws
of the VPP ip its campaign
trail. Instead of a pro-active
campaign, the NPP was busy
reacting to the narrative
set by the VPP. The VPP
could capture the imagina-
tion ofthe voters, especially
women and youth, as itwon
the perception battle. Soon
after the general Assembly
polls in 2023, the VPP did
notrest. Itwenthammer and
tongs against the NPP-led
government in every village
and town. The NPP, on the
other hand, was laid-back.
It did not imagine that the
scale of VPP’s interactions
with the voters even after
the elections had concluded,
would create amassive nega-
tive perception leading to its
ultimate decimation at the

Politics is all about per-
ception. Reality seldom mat-
ters. The one who wins the
perception battle, emerges
victorious. The NPP had
lost the perception battle in
the Khasi Jaifitia Hills much
before the 2023 Assembly
polls thanks to its inotor-
mouths, inability to counter
narratives (example: the
allegation that this govern-
ment is by the ‘high-level’,
of the ‘high-level’ and for
the ‘high-level’), perception
that the government is run
by a few bureaucrats while
those who were elected by
the people hardly have any
say, ineffectiveness of so-
cial media .campaigns (on
the road to 2018, die NPP
was very effective on social
media), absence;qf” pftjper
information dissemination
system to tell voters what the
NPP government has done,
is doing and will be doing
fordim. In short, whatever
achievements to its Credit
have been overshadowed
by”negativity. How the NPP
counters these challenges
will remain to be seen.

For the Congress, it was
a humiliating loss. The con-
testing candidate, Vincent
H Pala, who was blamed
for the Congress exodus
in 2021, had to eat humble
pie after winning in the lasi
three consecutive elections.
With no organisation at the
grassroots, and with only few
legislators, itwas a daunting
task for Pala unlike in 2019
where it was a cakewalk.
Before his humbling defeat,
the former MP could notwin
in the 2023 Assembly polls
from his home constituency
of Sutnga-Saipung in East
JaifitiaHills. Before and after
the polls on April 19, 2024,
there were Chinese whispers
that Pala would attract the
‘silent voters’, and that he
could be on his way to Parlia-
ment for the fourth consecu-
tive term. But that was not to
be. Perhaps, even die silent
voters became louder for the
VPP. We have to wait and
watch whether a reyuvenated
Congresswould replace him
asdie MeghalayaPCC chief.

carpet, but for how long?
Similarly, there is no
washing of dirty linen in
public as we are all aware
that in 2019 the Mawkhar
Presbyterian Church was
already in die news for the
reason thatthe "poor chowk-
idar" has been alleged to
have stolen or misused our
tithes and consecrated mon-
ey, which is public money,
of the Church. Of course
this matter is sub-judice
and the matter is under in-
vestigation and scrutiny by
the respective police and
court authorities. However,
I must commendthe Church
Committee for taking the
decision to report the matter
to the Police aid also a few
Church Committee Mem-
bers, who we all know that
till date are leaving no stone
unturned to pursue the mat-
ter to its logical end. That is
the only reasonwe still hope
that truth and justice will
be made known to us in the
foreseeable future.

The Congress undoubtedly
needs a politician to run
its affairs. The last thing it
fequires while on the path to
recovery is a businessman
leading the party. But over
the years, the line separating
politicians and businessmen
in Meghalaya, have been
blurred.

Coming to the Regional
Democratic Alliance (RDA)
- mi electoral umbrella of
the United Democratic Party
(UDP) and the Hill State
People’s Democratic Party
(HSPDP) - There was no
ambiguity that it would be
decimated at the polls. Its
candidate, a greenhorn in
electoral politics, was unable
to gamer even the support
of the two HSPDP legisla-
tors whose effigies were set
on fire by a pressure group,
which was then led by the
RDA candidate himself, after
the 2023 Assembly polls, at
Motphran. Moreover, many
of the regional voters I*d
decided that the VPP should
be the one replacing the
UDP/HSPDP asthe principal
regional party in the Khasi
Jaifitia Hills. Observers say
thatthis would be manifested
in the Autonomous District
Council polls if the current
VPP wave holds.till then, and
that the UDP/HSPDP could
be wiped out. However,
politics is dynamic.

A word for Meghalaya
Chief Minister and NPP
Chief, Conrad K Sangma.
Ever since he started his
career in electoral politics,*
he is seen as well-meaning,
amiable, accommodative,
non-confrontational, and a
consensus-building figure.
But every political leader
has to face challenges, and
he will be assessed by how
he handles those challenges.
Of course, the drubbing of
the NPP at the hustings is a
massive setback for Conrad
and team. There are no two
ways about it. He is also to
be blamed for the lacklustfe
performance being theparty
Chief- But to say that the
lok saoha outcome was
a mandate against Conrad
Sangma ispolitically puerile.
For now Conrad needs to
reinvent his mojo. Time is
there for course correction.
What he does henceforth and
how he does it, will make the
difference. He also needs to
tighten his grip on gover-
nance, bureaucracy, and the
party (in that order) before
it turns out to be ‘too little,
too late’.

All have learnt their les-
sons from this mega Lok
Sabhapolls. In Meghalaya, it
was the mosthotly-contested
parliamentary elections ever,
and it would be etched in
people’s memory for a long
time. But as the dust has
settled and the EVMs are
back to their backyards, it
is time to govern, legislate,
and fulfil promises. People
will evaluate. At the end of
five years, they will decide.
From this electioh, we hope
thatthe \Voters have compre-
hended the power of ‘one
vote’. It made a difference
in2024. It will make a differ-
ence in many other elections
as well. As long as voters do
not take the ‘one vote’ for
granted, no political power
would ever dream of taking
the voter for a ride.

(The writer is a Shillong-
basedjournalist)

In the past few days we
read several letters high-
lighting the "affairs" of al-
leged corruption and abuse
of power in the Mawkhar
Presbyterian Church by "a
few elected elders and dea-
cons".

Naturally it is a big
shocker for the regimented
members of the church to
read about Church matters
in a secular newspaper, but
nothing should suiprise us
that we are now livinjg in
a different era where free
speech is valuable and the
normalization of corrup-
tion in every layer of our
lives mandates everyone to
come out and speak truth
to power.

The suggestion that the
revelations of the rot inside
the church is the handiwork
of insiders who are driven
by ulterior motives and the
spirit of vendetta is nothing
but an attempt to digress
from the main issue. In-
terestingly, the writer VB

Political hubris

and Icarus
By Benjamin Lyngdoh

According to an ancient
Greek myth, while escap-
ing from Crete, Icarus flew
too close to the sun despite
being warned by his father
Daedalus not to dp so. The
heat from the sun melted
the wdx that held his wings
together and he plunged into
the sea and drowned. The
end of Icarus was because
of ‘hubris’ which basically
means excessive overconfi-
dence filled with pride and
arrogance. The myth also
narrates that his father had
already warned Icarus about
hubris and the need to avoid
it. The saying ‘do not fly
too close to the sun’ comes
from this story. Hubris and
Icarus are hence always
taken together when trying
to make a point about pride
and downfall - pride comes
before a fall.

The 2024 Meghalaya Lok
Sabha election saw political
hubris from the NPP in both
the Tura and Shillong seats.
There was an air of arro-
gance and a sense ofentitle-
ment about the party. NPP
harped uponwhat ithas done
as something extraordinary
and positioned itself as the
only party that can govern
Meghalaya. It took pride
on being part of the NDA
with full Confidence that the
coalition Would come back
to power at the centre. The
deal to partner with the BJP
in the fight for the Tura and
Shillong seats was a gross
miscalculation ofthe.ground
realities. The hubris was
such that most of the party
cadres were never taken on
board and consulted with.
This single move cost the
NPP both the seats. Now it
is hurting so bad that it’is
hoping for the winners (INC
mid VVPP) to fail.

While the Tura result
was bad, the Shillong seat
was a total humiliation. It
underscores how detached
the party has become from
the very voters who were
with them in the 2023 MLA
election. It will be difficult
to garnefebacfc-th"tippdrf
of its vote bank' for' at least
some years. The same goes
for the other regional parties
like the UDP and HSPDP.
Unless something massive
happens that works in their
favour (like say it is proven
that VPP is corrupt), it will
be difficulttimes fordiem in
the foreseeable future. In the
currentpolitical picture, they
have had their Icarus mo-
ments. Although the Indian
National Congress (INC)
lost the Shillong seat, its
victory in the Tura seat is
being viewed by the party
as a revival. The BJP is a
fringe party in Garo Hills
and the tie-up with the NPP
proved to be the final nail
in the coffin. Friends of this
writer narrated how clips/
videos ofatrocities on Chris-
tians spread like wildfire in
Garo Hills thereby denting
the chances of NPP. But, it
would be wrong to attribute
Saleng Sangma’s victory
only to this factor. The Garos
say Agatha Sangma’s cam-
paign was overshadowed by
the governance ofherbrother
and Meghalaya CM Conrad
Sangma. Itwas more like he
and not her was fighting the
election. According to many
Agatha just seemed to fade
away and was a shadow
of her past. Plus, Saleng is
considered in Garo Hills
as a ‘pro-poor guy’ who.
understands the plight ofthe

Lyngdoh seems to agree that
there is an act of corruption
inthe Mawkhar Presbyterian
Church that needs to be ad-
dressed. But the writer fails
to acknowledge the crucial
role ofwhistle blowers. Now
it is up to us to discern and
with whom to identify.

Hie revelation ofthe case
orthe alleged case ofcorrupt
practices which are ongoing
inthe Mawkhar Presbyterian
Church have now become
the battle between the un-
named whistle blowers and
those who are just dog-
whistling.

Whoever the insiders are,
I personally admire their
gutsto blow hard the whistle
against "corrupt practices"
inside the iron clad vestry
of the Church which is so
difficult for a lay member
to pierce. | believe they are
doing so for the sole pur-
pose of saving the Church
Community from further
damage and are doing so at
the cost' of their own lives

rural masses while Agafha
is more of an urban-centric
politician;

In Khasi-Jaintia Hills fee
groundswell of support for
the VPP is something to %
closely analysed. VPP caQs
it a political movement. But,
itistoo early to classify itfis
such as a movement basi-
cally requires two elements
- one, it must sustain over
a significant period of timtej
and two, it must gainer ihe
support across the rank and
file irrespective of caste;
creed, class, faith and refi-
gion. Currently ithasnot met
any of these two elements’
Plus, can the recent expul-
sion ofits frontline members
is taken as a case ofpolitical
hubris? e

Today in Meghalayathere
are only three political par-
ties - NPP, INC and VPP]
INC is a grand old paky
and NPP has been at it for
quite some time. They both
have had their share of ups
and downs. Yet they are still
alive and kicking-on. VPP
is a very new party which so
far has been only on the up.
The true mettle of a political
party is proven by the mah-
ner in which it tackles dif-
ficult situations. Currently,
VPP has a lot of “political
credit’. This means that evert .
if the party does something m
wrong the voters will still
continue to support it. For
instance, even if Shillong MP
Ricky Syngkon gives ‘issue-
wise’ support to the ~TOA at
the centre its supporters will
not mind. This is because
VPP would be selling it-"s
‘we gave support for suchan
amendment, bill, etc as itis
inthe best interest ofMegha-
laya. ’Parties likethe NPPdo
not have such a luxury. In a
discussion with some tasi,
drivers from Smit area it is
amply clear that the votfcr$
will back VPP to the hiltif
it does not sway aWay from
its current path of r work-
ing for the jaitbynriew attd
protecting the interest offlie
jaitbynriew. They also wogk}
likiTto see how the VjSf?;
governs. This means tMt 1
die VPP bandwagon wou?d
continue till the Meghalaya
MLA election 20218. In the
meantime, how would tfve
Shillong MP repafy the tnjsf
of the voters? For NPP and
others it would be food f<jr
rebuttal.

The 2024 Meghalaya Lok
Sabhaelection shows that the
power is in the fingers ofthe
people. The voters cannot be
taken for granted. In this age
ofmediatechnology politioal
information is readily avail-
able to all. Good deeds ai$
bad actions are reportedle
all. Voters analyse polity
developments and then de-
cide which party to vote for.
Hence, it is wrong to say
that they vote only on tte
basis of emotion. Saying
is nothing butan insultto the
intelligence and discerning
power ofthe voters. In fafct,
the voters have voted with
some hope and expectation
in mind. They want to see
change. They want to posi-
tion Meghalaya as a state
which is against divisive
and sectarian politics. TTiis
is the key takeaway of dps
Lok Sabhaelection. -

The victory of the INC
in Tura is testament to the
continued resonance and rel-
evance of the party in Garo
Hills. (The writer teaches at
NEHU; email: blyngdoh@
gmail.com) *

and liberty.

However, those who me
just dog-whikling the matter
must gather enough courage
to telltheir "church masters!1
to investigate the matter arid
bring out the names of the
insiders (whistle blowers)
in the public forum of the
Church Community. But
at the same time they must
also call for Church Dorbar
to lay bare all the reports on
the table and together we
deliberate and end this m atr
ter once and for all.

> Any cover up is not

healthy and my only prayer

is that the Church Com-

mittee must not take the

members for a ride for far
too long.

Yours etc.,

I. Sutnga

Shillong-2

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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w Mistakes and pressure are inevitable;
the secret to getting past them
is to stay calm.”

— Travis Bradberry
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Fears over EVMs
IN the age ofelectronic revolution, itwas natural
and fitting for India to have taken advantage of
this and introduced the Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) for polls from Parliament down
to state assemblies. While the Opposition has
often raised its misgivings, the system imple-
mented in the country since the late 1990s in a
phased manner has gained full currency by now.
The Election Commission had introduced the
system developed by the state-owned Electronic
Corporation of India and Bharat Electronics.
These machines operated on battery and are
not linked to the internet. These neither have
wireless access or interface. This was reassur-
ance that they cannot be tampered with from

outside.

However, not everyone is convinced that
EVMs are tamper-proof. This, despite a Su-
preme Court ruling that the system was in
order and that the concerns in this respect were
“unfounded.” The Supreme Court in Delhi is
notthe Oracle of Delphi. What it saysis legally
the last word but doubts would linger. Now, a
debate on social media by two worthies, Tesla
CEO Elon Musk and former Indian IT minister
andtop techie Rajeev Chandrasekhar only added
to the public concern related to EVMs. Musk,
an authority on the subject, stresses that EVMs
can be hacked. “The risk of being hacked by
humans or Al, while small, is still too high.” The
former IT ministerhoweverargued that this was
notpossible atall. True; Chandrasekhar himself
is proofand he was defeated in the recent LS

polls in Kerala.

The play of electronics is all-pervasive. It
cannot be seen but its feel is all-encompassing.
It changed life wholesale across continents.
Its power is beyond perception. With elec-
tronics technology, anything is possible - and
we know too little about its sweep and sway.
Remote control and video calls were flights of
fancy till a few decades ago. Today, these are a
reality. EVMs are capable of providing instant
results. But, our systems are such that the wait
for poll results lasts several weeks after the
voting is done. What this goes to stress is that
the electronic voting system itself needs a lot
ofimprovement. Complaints surfaced this time
about a close relative of a candidate unauthor-
isedly handling a mobile phone that carried in
itthe security key to EVMs in the constituency.
Apprehensions are many. The election results
of Andhra Pradesh, this time, went against the
Y SRC despite its massive rolling out ofwelfare
programmes targeting over 70 per cent of the
population. Techies supporting a rival political
establishment had the last laugh. The BJP-led
NDA managed to get just enough seats for a
comfortable majority in Parliament despite the
sullen mood of the electorate. The fact of the
matter is, anything is possible in a technology

mediated world.

| filers lo the I'dilor

Dire need for
teachers on
Environmental
Studies

Editor,

I am writing to stress the
critical importance ofhaving
trained Environmental Stud-
ies teachers in our schools
and colleges. Environment
education is not just an-
other subject; it is a vital
component of our students
education thatprepares them
to understand and tackle
the pressing environmen-
tal challenges of our time.
When Environmental Stud-
ies is taught by educators
who lack specific training
in the subject, the impact
on students is significantly
diminished. These teachers,
often from different fields,
may prioritize completing
the course over delivering
the content effectively and
engagingly. Their primary
focus remains on their main
subjects, resulting in a su-
perficial treatment of"envi-
ronmental topics, which fail
to inspire or inform students
adeguately. )

nvironmental Studiesre-
quire specialized knowledge
and teaching strategies that
only trained educators can
provide. These teachers are

equipped with the skills to
connect theoretical concepts
with real-world applications,
making the subject relevant
and compelling. Their pas-
sion and expertise foster a
deeper understanding and
appreciation of environmen-
tal issues among students,
empowering them to be-
come informed and proactive
citizens. Not everyone can
teach Environmental Stud-
ies efficiently. It demands
a comprehensive grasp of
ecological principles, envi-
ronmental policies, and sus-
tainable practices, coupled
with the ability to convey
these concepts effective-
ly. Trained Environmental
Studies teachers possess
this unique combination of
knowledge and pedagogical
skill, ensuring that students
receive a meaningful and
impactful education. Invest-
ing in trained Environmental
Studies teachers is an invest-
ment in our future. By ensur-
ing that this subject is taught
by dedicated professionals,
we can cultivate a generation
ofenvironmentally conscious
individuals who are equipped
to make a positive difference
in our world.
Yours etc.,
JK Jana,
Shillong-8

Reservation Saga: Day
of reckoning Is near

Nothing in recent memory
has generated so much politi-
cal heat in Meghalaya as has
the demand for areview ofthe
50-year-old state reservation
policy. Under pressure from
the hunger strike organized
by the VPP, the MDA Gov-
ernment was compelled to
constitute an expert committee
to examine the issue. The last
date for the general public to
submittheir suggestions to the
committee was June 15,2024.
It has now heen extended by
another month. While the
Khasi are .demanding that
the old policy be amended to
give more seats to their com-
munity, the Garo are adamant
that the status quo should be
maintained.

A group known as the All
India Garo Union (AIGU)
has warned of the possibility
of riots if there is any modi-
fication to the existing 40:40
formula. 1 would request that
the group not further inflame
the situation, which is already
very fragile, by making such
irresponsible statements. The
frustration of the Garo is un-
derstandable considering the
fact that, as per the 2019
data of the Government of
Meghalaya, they were able
to avail only 26% ofthejobs,
much below the 40% that was,
promised to them under'the
State Reservation Policy. In
comparison, the Khasi cor-
nered 60% ofthe jobs—20%
more than whatwas allocated
to them. This is more than the
seats available in the. open
category, i.e., 15%, which
means that thejobs meant for
the Garo and the other STs
were given to members ofthe
Khasi community. Now that
the Garo community feels that
they are finally in apositionto
fill up their quota, the demand
by VPPto change the formula
must be very infuriating. The
solution, though, isa constitu-
tional one, and violence or the
threat ofviolence canneverbe
condoned.

Oneiswellaware of VPP’s
stance, which is about giv-
ing reservations based on
the population sizes of the
different communities. That
would mean that reservations
for the Khasi and the Garo
would come down from 80%
to 77%, with the share of the
Khasi increasing by 6% while
that ofthe Garo decreasing by
9%. One can understand why
the Garo would be against
this. There is anotherproposal,
though, that appears to take
into account the concerns
of both the Khasi and the
Garo. The.Hynniewtrep Youth
Council (HYC) has suggested
that the expert committee
should rework the formula
to 50:40, 50% for the Khasi
and 40% for the Garo. In this
way, the concerns ofboth the
Khasi and Garo can be met
without the latter losing their
existing share. However, the
other ST/SC groups and the
general population are going
to lose their existing shares,
5% and 15%, respectively. lit
fact, these groups have already
made their own demands. The
non-Khasi-Garo STs want

Please restore
power in
Mookhep village

Editor,

lam aresidentofMookhep
village, fiast Jaintia Hills
district and it is very sad to
say that the village has been
withoutelectricity for weeks
due to a blown transformer.
There has been no response
at all from the Power Depart-
ment which has just turned
a blind eye to the sufferings
of the people residing in
this small village, Through
your esteemed'daily | would
like to awaken those people
and request them to please
understand the situation and
the sufferings that we have to
face and get the transformer

fixed as early as possible.
Yours etc.,
Nissar Fazil,
Mookhep village E.J.H

Sexual violence
reaches its

pinnacle

Editor,

Nearly every second day
news channels, newspapers,
radio, social media and all
sources of information in-
variably carry news ofsexual
abuse, rape and murder of
women and girls. What is dis-

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

their share to be increased
to 15%, while the Rajabala
MLA, Dr. Mizanur Rahman
Kazi, has asked for reserva-
tionsto be limited to only 50%
ofthe seats as mandated by the
Supreme Court of India.

The 50% limit for reserva-
tions was introduced by the
1992 Indira Sawhney and
etc. vs. Govt, of India judg-
ment. Underparagraph 94 Aof
the judgment, the nine-judge
constitution bench came to
the conclusion that “reserva-
tions contemplated in Clause
4 of Article 16 should not
exceed 50%.” Meghalaya’s
80% reservation is in breach of.
this judgment. Some people,
though, are of the opinion
that the present arrangement
can be defended on grounds
of “exceptional situations”
under which the 50% rule
will not apply. They argue
that Meghalaya falls under
“exceptional situations.” That
assertion is yet to be tested.
But even if the breach of the
50% rule is upheld, people
seem to ignore the rationale
behind the 50% rule.

The nine-judge constitu-
tion bench was of the opin-
ion that Article 16(4), which
deals with reservation, speaks
of adequate representation
and not proportionate rep-
resentation (i.e., based on
population size). Therefore,,
according to them, “what is
more reasonable than to say
that reservation under Clause
(4) shall not exceed 50% of
the appointments or posts,
barring certain extra-ordinary
situations as explained herein-
after?” So even ifyou exceed
the 50% limit, the rationale
cannot be population size. In
states outside the North East,
wherever the 50% cap was
breached, it was due to the
addition of the 10% meant
for EWS, which was brought
into the Constitution as part
of the 124th Constitution
Amendment Bill. So, popula-
tion size can only be made
the criteria for reservation if
an amendment is brought into
the Constitution with the word
“adequate” being replaced by
“proportionate.” This must be
what Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi intended to do when
he announced that the party
would remove the 50% cap if
voted to power.

Therefore, it’s very difficult
to understand how VPPs’ de-
mand for a reworking of the
formula to feflect population
sizes is legally tenable unless
a constitutional amendment is
made. It is important to note
that the VPP is not even part
ofthe INDIA bloc, while Sa-
leng Sangma is the Congress
MP from the Tura seat. He
will definitely apprise Rahul
Gandhi of the ramifications
ofany change thatmightharm
his own constituents. So, even
ifa constitutional amendment
is brought about, it may not
satisfy VPP’s expectations.
The amendment could say that
the overall reservation will
be based on population size,

turbing is that these crimes
are not limited only to per-
petrators who are strangers
but most of the perpetrators
of these crimes are people
known to the girl/woman
and the family. It could be an
uncle, a cousin, a brother, a
father and in the most recent
case it is a friend. Yes, a
friend that lured the 4 minor
girls to go to anearby village
only to be raped by a group
of 12 men. It is disquieting
to even imagine the cries of
helplessness, vulnerability
and the pain that they may
have endured while the mon-
sters incarnate overpowered
them. These girls will not
only live with this scar but
they must be going through
mental trauma, depression,
suicidal tendencies, low self-
esteem and much more.
What happened to the four
minor girls from South West
Khasi Hills District must
make us reflect atthe way the
world is moving even while
we must find reasons as to
why our women and girls
are subjected to violence
and atrocities especially in
this century. The root cause
must be determined though it
may notbe wrong to readthat
such heinous crimes are com-
mitted and are so rampant be-
cause ofasick and unhealthy
mentality, perverted mindset
and corrupted souls ofthe op-

but the reservation among the
backward communities will
be based on criteria other than
population, e.g., comparative
backwardness.

A similar concern was
raised by the HYC, which has
asked the Expert Committee
to delay their recommenda-
tions until the Supreme Court
decides in the case of Stateof
Punjab vs. Davinder Singh.
This particular case concerns
the Punjab Government’s
circular, which provided that
out of the seats reserved for
SCs, 50% would be offered
to Balmikis and. Mazhabi
Sikhs on the ground that they
were more backward than the
other SCs in the state. This
is being challenged at the
moment. Since reservation
in Meghalaya is based on a
Similar sub-classification, viz.,
Khasi, Garo, and other STs,
the outcome of the case will
be relevant for the state.

The issue of sub-categori-
zation within backward class1
es was discussed in the 1992
Indira Sawhney judgment
as well. The present Court
has also taken cognizance of
the observations made in the
1992 judgment, which held
that categorization among
backward classes is advisable
S0 as to prevent the compara-
tively more advanced group
(Goldsmiths in the example
given in the 1992 judgment)
from taking away the re-
served posts meant for the
less advanced group (Vaddes,
traditional stone cutters in
Andhra Pradesh). To prevent
it, the judgment suggested
“equitable apportionment of
the vacancies reserved (for
backward classes) among
them.” This is exactly whatthe
Meghalaya State Reservation
Policy did, at least in the case
ofthe Khasi and Garo.

HYC argues that if the
Supreme Court holds the sub-
classification of STs and SCs
as constitutionally and legally
valid, then the reservation
should be 50% for Khasi,
40% for Garo, and 3% for
the other STs. The problem
with this demand is that ifthe
sub-classification is held to
be valid, it will actually mean
giving more seats to groups
that are comparatively more
backward, like the Govern-
ment of Punjab did (give
50% of the reserved seats to
Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs
with the remaining 50% for
the other 37 SC communities).
In such a scenario, this would
mean more seats for the Garo
and other STs compared to
the Khasi since the ‘North
Eastern Region: District SDG
Index,Report, and Dashboard
Baseline Report 2021-2022’
has clearly revealed that the
Khasi districts are compara-
tively better offthan the Garo
districts.

The other argument made
by HYC is that if the sub-
classification of STs and SCs
is declared constitutionally
invalid, there should be a
combined 93% reservation

posite sex. The other reason
being the lack of conviction
rates for such crimes.

Our judicial system is
such that perpetrators of
crime are seldom awarded
any punishment for heinous
crimes committed by them or
ifawarded itusually amounts
to only a few yearsjail term.
The judicial process is so
lengthy and tedious that it
takes the victim years to get
justice. At times it is even
justice denied since justice
is delayed.

If we take a look at the
events around us it appears
that our society is becoming
an unsafe place for women
and girls in particular. The
hands no longer shiver while
we rape, murder, loot, Kill
and plunder! Violence ofany
form is detrimental to the
wellbeing of the citizens. It
is a disease that if not tamed
will plague the entire society.
What has been witnessed in
the past few months in our
state are various forms of
violence meted out on inno-
cent people whose lives are
scarred for life or whose lives
have been wiped out from the
face ofthis earth. Ironically,
we need to fear no monster
or alien but fellow human
beings with flesh and blood.
What could be sadder than
to have to live in a society
amidst fear and suspicion?

for all STs. This will be to
the detriment ofthe Garo and
other STs. The open category
seats will also come down
from 15% to 5%, which will
also hurtthe general category.
The HYC’s 50:40 formula is
attractive, as long as the other
STsandthe general population
also accept it If they dont,
the issue will definitely go
to court If the issue goes to
court, with the 50% cap still
valid, there is a chancethatthe
present reservation could be
brought down to 50% unless
the “exceptional situations” ar-
gumentis acceptedto be valid
in the case ofMeghalaya

When the VPP raised the
demand for a review of the
state reservation policy, they
musthave consulted legal and
constitutional experts on the
matter. Otherwise, they would
nothave created suchatuckus
and broughtthe whole state to
a state of confusion and anxi-
ety. Personally, I am still not
convinced that their demand
can be met unless there is a
constitutional amendment.
But that’s my personal opin-
ion, and there will be those
who aigue againstmy views.
There are, however, two re-
quests that |1 would like to
make that | think we will all
agree on.

Firstly, the expert com-
mittee should no longer delay
the consultation process and
submit its recommendations.
Secondly, those who are going
to be unhappy with the final
decision of the government
should go to court instead of
creating problems or threat-
ening violence. In case the
government decides to main-
tain the status quo, the VPP
should leadthe legal challenge
with the help of their legal
and constitutional experts.
Most probably, the court will
deliveritsfinal decisionbefore
the next assembly election. If
VPP weretowinthe case, that
wouldbe avindication oftheir
stand, and they would stand to

m profit immensely. They may

even form the n®K govern-
ment ifthey can stitch an alli-
ancewiththe otherparties. But
ifthey lose, and worse, ifthe
40% guaranteed reservation
for Khasi istaken away by the
Court, it will signal not only
flie end ofthe VPP but it will
also destroy the intellectual
credibility and the political
careers of all those who are
associatedwithit Thatstainof
having destroyed the lives of
thousands ofKhasi youth will
riot be easily removed.

If the stand taken by the
VPP is vindicated and they
win incourt, theywill become
the most powerful political
force in Meghalaya. If not,
they will be remembered as
a black spot in the history of
tiie state. VPP has taken a big
gamble, and that has helped
them during this MP election.
But'will it bring the same
dividends in the future? Time
will tell.

(Theviews expressedinthe
article are those ofthe author
and do not reflect in any way
his affiliation to any organisa-
tion or institution)

Yet this is how we are made
to live our lives. '

By Robert Clements

Dare to be a Leader..!

Over three decades ago,
while a young Rotarian, a
game was played by the over
hundred members of my
club, and it was about who
they felt was most popular.
I was pleasantly surprised to
find I had won.

Two years later, there
were some issues | felt I had
to take a stand about, and
found I’d become the most
unpopular person arOund.

Last year, the same club
called me as a guest speaker.
| found the members had a
grudging respect for me, for
having taken a stand over
three decades back. Which
made me want to broach
the subject about popularity
and respecttoday, ultimately
leading to good leadership,
especially as a so-called
popular politician’s been
cutto size, due to respect for
him, being on the wane.

To a great extent, the dif-
ference between popularity
and respect is that one is
about surface appearance
while the other is about
admirable qualities that lie
within. Inaworld dominated
by social media, itk easy to
be tricked into believing the
personwith the most “likes”
is the winner.

However, would you do
business with someone just
because he or she ispopular?
I don’tthink so. You’re more
likely to wantto do business
with someone you respect

. and that usually comes
downto whatwe once called
“good morals”.

Isn’t that old-fashioned?
Surprisingly, no. According
to the Carmen Honacker, the
qualities we most respect in
other people are:

Integrity: Having a code
ofethics, based on common
decency.

Courage: Doing what’s

right, even when it’s in-
convenient or puts us in a
difficult position.

Humour: Laughing to get
through tough times. No,
this is not about ridiculing
others.

Social intelligence: Ac-
curately reading people’s
emotionsor what’s going on
below the surface in social
situations.

Emotional maturity:
Owning your emotions and
accepting the full range of
feelings, yet choosing to
express them maturely and
appropriately.

Kindness: “True popu-
larity comes from acts of
kindness and kindness goes

. WhatneedspanderingliSthathand_in_hand with compas-

as elders, parents, guardians,
young people, the law makers,
law upholders and the society
as a whole shouldnt we be
conscious, aware and alertabout
the violence, cruelty andbrutal-
ity prevalent in and around us?
Have we become so immoral
that we lack fellow feelings?
Have we stooped so low that
we don't shudder to inflictpain
on anybody? Have we become
soarrogantthatwe fearnobody?
It lodes like we have, otherwise
things would have taken a dif-
ferent turn. Conscience would
not be taking a back seat Is this
the world thatwe would liketo
pass on to our children?

Thus, collectively and unit-
edly we must work together to
ensure that our girls, women,
men and children are safe and
can live their lives without any
fear. Let us nurture our young
boysandgirlstobecome consci-
entious and responsible human
beings for the peaceful coexis-
tence ofall inthisworld.

Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Viaemail

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
TheShittong Times

sion.

Self-confidence: We need
abalancedview ofourweak-
nesses and strengths, and to
see mistakes as opportunities
to grow. No self- esteem or
an inflated sense of self-
worth are dangerous.

Discipline: Having the
dedication and persistence
to stick to your goals and
workingto achieve whatyou
believe in.

Generosity: Giving our
time and money to create a
better world. At the end of
the day, life is about people
— how can | sithack and do
nothing when | am blessed,
yet others are in need?

Self-awareness: Ac-
knowledging no-one is per-
fect and having the humility
to put others first, no matter
how successful we are.

As one wise writer says,
‘Popularity is doing what
people want, and respect is
doing what people need.”

A disclaimer before |
move on is that | don’t pre-
tend to have these quali-
ties I’ve just penned, but
would certainly aspire to
get there!

Now let's get on with
these qualities leading to
good leadership.

There’s something amiss
inthis Country: There’ssome-
body who’s going round the,
world pounding his chest
and shouting, “Look at rite,
see I’'m back for the thjrd
time,” and there’s the woj-I<!
saying, “l think you’ve got
it wrong, there’s a brother
and sister, who seem to have
more leadership qualities
than you!” -

I believe, and this is not
a political article, that the&e
elections have shown iis
qualities of true leadership;
And let’s learn some pointer”
about leadership from Hie
election's that’s happened*

First leam we are human,
not gods, and so limited ift
our understanding or think-
ing, so never neglect taking
ownership of your mistakes
orthe mistakes ofyourteaja;
That is what strong leaders
do. They take full response
bUity for mistakes, and they
are respected muchmore o t
doing so. +

Secondly, have the bold-
ness to point out what’s ifijt
worked and propose meth-
ods that will woric. Yes, y$k
need to become a problejn
solver. Which meansto think
out solutions. People respjixit
problem solvers and soW on
finders more than blarney.
Even if people don’t fuly
accept your proposal, tligy
will respect you for provjpt;
ing one. It shows that )!gvr
are truly invested itt makftjg
things better, and you v$ 1,
gainareputation for generic
ing ideas, solving probler&s.
and improving processes*/-

Thirdly, treat other peofi*,
not just the way you wogpt
like them to treat you,
go one step farther and trgSft
Others the way they wafit
to be treated. Which me&» -
investing time and thougfl 1
to find out arid delve irit§
the strengths and.we”fe?

nesses of others. Thistfei
very important as we
riot generalising but servijjg
a specific purpose. Foqfi$
on what they need and wljat
they care about. K=*
Fourthly, leam to akk
questions and remain op/i
to new ideas. Yes, from die
recent elections we have
found that people realty
don’t like know-it-alls.
you go around diminishing
others while acting like you
have a monopoly on brighrt
ideas, you will be dislikfejfc
People will respect you IksiS
because they don’t feel y#$
value their ideas or exper:
tise. >a
Fifthly, learn to dejJ
with conflict even when Ifs
uncomfortable. When you
avoid conflict, you send*4
message that you are afraid,;
or that their needs are infs*
riorto yours. Turninga blind
eyeto a conflictas whathap-
pened in Manipur is more
the style ofNero playing the
fiddle while Rome burned!
Finally, allow criticism
from others. Never thirtfc
that only weak people need
others. Strong ones have
the courage to allow oth$rS
to provide assistance. When
you ask for help, you show
your strength. You show tMt
you are indeed confident®
your abilities and have tfce
willingness and couragelp *
accept guidance. You sh<JW'
others that you don’t b&.
lieve yourselfto be superior
to those around you, and
you create opportunities Jar »
others to contribute to yoij
development. J;-
Yes, there’s much tifctf
we can leam from th«j&
elections, if only we lojjlc
closely..!

' The Author conduct'stpir
Online Writersand Speakefs
Course. For more detects
send a thumbs-up to himjm
WhatsApp 9892572883 of
bobsbanter@gmail.com »
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1fyou have no confidence in self,you are
twice defeated in the race o flife.”

—NMarcus Garvey
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MDA Govt should prioritise roads

ROADS are the lifeline of any state. Without a
good road communication network a state cannot
expect its economy to grow exponentially. Roads
affect the health of the citizenry adversely as it
takes longer for people in Meghalaya’s rural areas
to reach the healthcare institutions. Roads are the
arteries through which the economy pulsates. They
link the farmers to the markets; the students to
their schools; the workers to theirjobs and the sick
to hospitals. It*would have been intuitive for any
government that is astute and wants to retain the
goodwill ofcitizens to concentrate on road making
and good roads at that. It was not without reason
that when Late PA Sangma was ChiefMinister, he
brought the Oriental Company - road construc-
tion company to construct some of the best roads
in Shillong city and the peri-urban areas. Those
roads lasted for over a decade and needed no repair
work. But Sangma paid the price for addressing a
crucial backlog in Meghalaya - its roads. He lost
hisjob after atwo-year tenure because the contrac-
tor lobby revolted against the idea of an outside
company taking away their profits.

But at this point in time when all the roads are
in shambles - broken and exposed, do people
have the courage to take on the contractor class in
Meghalaya? People forget that money for road-
making comes from the public exchequer and
that eveiy contractor should pass a strict audit of
his/her work. People should now demand that an
external agency be engaged to audit all the roads
in Meghalaya and give its unreserved opinion on
why the state ofour roads is so decrepit? Too much
money has gone into the pockets ofengineers and
politicians especially all those ministers currently
holding or who have held the Public Works Depart-

ment (PWD) portfolio.

A Government that cares for its citizens would
make a list of the strategic roads that link people
to important junctions. For instance the Umroi
bypass is currently being expanded and in a mess
due to the rains. This expansion work should have
been undertaken during the dry months between
November to March, more so when the Umiam
Bridge is under repair and people need to use al-
ternative routes to reach the airports and railway
stations. The so-called VIP Road from Mawlai to
Umroi airport which is now being extensively used
is also in an appalling shape. This road too should
have been repaired and made road-worthy before
taking up the repairs ofthe Umiam Bridge. Itjust
shows that this Government is trundling along un-
thinkingly. Fact is that VIPs who are paid to think
cannot figure out some of these basic problems
because they don’t have to wait for hours to cross
the Umiam Bridge. They are after all the privileged
class and it’s the people who have accorded them
that privilege. Itistime for people to strip the VIPs
of their privileges and give them a taste of their

own medicine.

iHtrs to the 1dilor

MDA Govt has
failed the people

Editor,

Apropos of the editorial
in The Shillong Times dated
June 18, 2024,1would like
to share my observations.
In this State of ours, every
scheme, every policy, plan,
decision, every work of the
Government invariably takes
a U- turn when it comes to
implementation. | vividly re-
member an interview of So-
cial Welfare Minister, Paul
Lyngdoh pertaining to the
appointment of the Chair-
person ofthe State Commis-
sion for Women. When the
Minister was asked why the
delay in appointment of an
incumbent to head the Com-
mission, his prompt reply
was, “Delay? Where is the
delay? There is no delay.”
Such a.dismissive and non-
committal statement from
the Minister has naturally
resulted in the non- appoint-
ment of a Chairperson till
date. The graph of crimes
against children, girls and
domestic violence are on a
speedy rise yet the Commis-
sion specifically constituted
to tackle such crimes is nid-
derless for such a long time.
Does this MDA Government
care about the fate ofwomen
and children who are raped
and assaulted regularly? Or
are they waiting till it af-
fects their own homes and
families?

Another very important
aspect Isthe fate ofour land-
fill- Marten which had han-
dled and is still handling the

pressure of hundreds oftons
of waste and is at the brink
of spilling over to the road
or to the Umiam lake. This
matter remains unresolved.
In the past, many ministers
in charge ofthis MDA 1& 2
along with pressure groups
and members of Mawlai
youth bodies have visited
the place and had promised
to take up the work on a
war footing by tackling the
matter with modem technol-
ogy so as to help the Marten
dumping ground sustain the
onslaught of waste from the
city so that it can still be a
sustainable landfill. But the
irony is thatit's all words and
promises that lack sincerity
and true commitment. They
were spokenjust for the heck
of it and Marten continues
to suffer.

Now Marten is in atermi-
nal stage. Prove me wrong
if | remind readers that only
last year the KHADC had
also pledged to tackle the
Marten catastrophe with fi-
nancial help from the World
Bank. Alas! This promise too
seems to have gone to the
drain. This present Govern-
ment is in a sleeping mode
and as such fails to prioritize
the needs of the people and
tackle those on awar footing
until completion stage. But as
citizens we know we can no
longer trust the Government
with regards to its obligations
and responsibilities.

Coming to the Smart City
project the less said about
this the better. Maybe it will
materialize only after half
a century but certainly not
during my lifetime. At this

Review of Reservation POlICY s oiningthe rigamn army +
a litmus test for the state

The All India Garo Union
(AIGU) threat of violence vis
a vis any change in the Res-
ervation Policy is a shocker.
The Union warned ofthe pos-
sibility of riots if the 40:40
Reservation Policy for the
Khasi-Jaintia and the Garo
communities is altered. The
statement is condemnable.
However, it underlines the
strong feeling the people
of Garo Hills have against
ally change in the existing
policy. All stakeholders inthe
western part ofthe state want
nothing less than the status
quo. Ifthe 40: 40 formula is
modified, unrest is not ruled
out. Common sense foresees
it. It happened in the past.
Learn from the past for his-
tory not to repeat itself.

In the last few days the
expert committee, which
came into effect in September
last year, has been busy re-
ceiving representations from
political parties and groups
in Shillong, the state capital.
Broadly speaking, those from
Khasi Jaintia Hills favour
change in the 1972 promul-
gated policy while those
from Garo Hills are sternly
opposed to any review, leave
alone revision and modifica-
tion. The proposals from the
eastern region include hik-
ing the reservation to more
than 40, ranging from 45
to 50 %, for their commu-
nity. The advocates for the
change claim the Khasis and
Jaintias combined are signifi-
cantly more in number than
their counterparts, the Garos.
Notably the Voice of the
People’s Party (VPP) whose
president Ardent Miller Ba-
saiawmoit's hunger strike in
May last year gave'birth to
the expert committee, has re-
iterated its demand for a 50 %
share while that of the Garos
should remain intact. If the
percentage is not enhanced
then the voices from the
Khasi-Jaintia sector are ofthe
view that Khasi-Jaintia and
Garo communities should
settle for a joint reservation
of 80 per cent. A political
party has even suggested
that the reservation for all the
tribes ofthe states should be a
combined 93 per cent.

However, the groups rep-
resenting Garo Hills are firm-
ly against the above notions.
In no uncertain terms they
stand for the maintenance of
the current 40 per cent quota.
Anything less will be unac-
ceptable. Former Tura Legis-
lator, John Leslee K Sangma
has even written to the expert
committee demanding that
the reservation for his people
ought to be elevated to 50
per cent citing that the Garos

snail’s pace and non- com-
mittal attitude from our Gov-
ernment it will take decades
to see the four lane roads
in Shillong and perhaps the
railways too are not likely to
come here even in the distant
future. In fact the list on the
non- committal nature ofthe
Government about its duties
and responsibilities is a very
lengthy one and could go on
and on. So what and who
is the Government really
existing for? Can those head-
ing the Government dare to
answer the citizens’ burning
questions?
Yours etc.,
Helen Dkhar,
Via email

Deplorable
condition of NH6
in East Jaintia
Hills District

Editor,

The deplorable condi-
tions of National Highway
6 (NH6) in East Jaintia Hills
District from Tongseng to
Malidor Village is shameful
for the,state as a whole as it
connects to other neighbour-
ing states like Assam, Miz-
oram and Tripura. It reflects
the inability of our State to
take stock the situation. As
rightly stated by some media
that NH-6 is so bad it does
not deserve National High-
way tag. This is very true
indeed. What is of greater
concern is that it affects the
daily commuters especially
the sick people who require
to reach hospital in time for

By Albert Thyrniang

have not reaped the fruits of
reservation. It is not only the
All India Garo Union that has
warned ofviolence. The GSU
too foresees a law and order
situation if the minimum of
40 per cent reservation is
lowered.

The proponents ofthe hike
for the Khasis and Jaintias
naturally see the benefits.
Even the advocates of the

joint 80 per cent for the three .

major tribes, the Khasis, Jain-
tias and Garos or the 93 per
cent (or whatever) for all the
tribes think their people are to
gain. The Garo Hills 'repre-
sentatives' on the other hand
reject the above suggestions
on the plea that the Garos are
at a disadvantage, education-
ally and economically.

With such contrasting
views a meeting ground is
hard to find. It is a litmus test
for the review committee to
navigate. It is a tough ask
to satisfy everybody. If the
expert committee perceptibly
goes against any then group
passions will run high. It is
not only in Garo Hills. It is
applicable to Khasi-Jaintia
Hills as well. Tension could
arise here too if the commit-
tee’s decision is ‘unfavour-
able’. Rumours will spread
like wildfire. Instigators with
vested interests; will mislead
the gullible and agitated pub-
lic. Even if a non-sectarian
and completely evidence-
based conclusion is arrived at
as envisaged by The Thma U
Rangli Juki (TUR) mobs, we
know,"are notruled by reason.
The review of the Reserva-
tion Policy is a test for the
unity of and co-existence of
the three tribes in the state. It
is a challenge for peace and
harmony in Meghalaya.

The review of the Res-
ervation Policy was not the.
reason for the birth of the?
VPP in November 2021.
Clean politics was the core
founding principle. The review
of the Reservation Policy be-
came part ofthe VPP’s agenda
only When AdelbertNongrum
joined the party in January,
2023, prior to the Assembly
elections. The former lone Na-
tional Awakening. Movement
(KHNAM)MLAhad inMarch
the previous year moved a
resolution in the Meghalaya
Assembly demanding a ‘re-
view andrevamp’ofthe Policy
but he was defeated by a voice
vote with none supporting
him. The VPP then agreed to
include the demand to revisit
the Policy to pave the way for
Nongrum’s entry. The pros-
pect of a winnable candidate

urgent medical treatment.
Further, the road is marred
by potholes, cracks and un-
even surfaces that hinder
smooth transportation of
goods and other basic neces-
sities. The poor road condi-
tions also lead to traffic jams
as vehicles have less space
to pass each other and the
passengers are stranded for
long hours before reaching
their destination. As such
| feel that everyone should
support the protest called by
the JAC over non repairs of
NH-6 along East Jaintia Hills
District because through pro-
tests people come together
over issues that might not
affect their representatives di-
rectly but they rise up against
perceived wrongdoing by
those in power who have
consistently failed to look
after the welfare ofthe State
and people as a whole. As
we have seen from the local
newspapers the residents
have frequently voiced their
concerns about the poor con-
dition ofthe road but till date
they have not got the desired
resolution from the authori-
ties. Hence, through this let-
ter | appeal to the concerned
authorities to kindly do the
needful at the earliest so as
to avoid any untoward inci-
dent as well as to bring back
the loss faith and reputation
of our State because poor
conditions ofroad reflect the
inefficiency and failure ofthe
elected representatives and
the Government as a whole.
Yours etc.,
lahmi Khyriem,
Jowai

to add to their numbers in the
2023 elections was too good
to be missed.

The VPP enlisted the Res-
ervation Policy in their mani-
festo in the February 2023
Assembly elections. The
VPP won four seats and soon
began to make their demand
heard through various media.
It culminated in the indefinite
fast of its supremo, Ardent
Miller Basaiawmoit that
lasted for 10 days. Unnerved
by the massive support from
Khasi and Jaintia Hills the
government buckled under
pressure and hurriedly made
the pact to review the Policy
whichthe chiefminister him-
selfhad described to be ‘time
testing toll’while replying to
Nongrum’s resolution.

Many among the VPP’s
founders are academicians.
Astrue Scholarsthey careful-
ly crafted the ideology ofthe
party they would establish.
Concerned at the degrading
polity in the state they de-
cided to change the way poli-
tics is practiced. Alarmed at
the rampant corruption they
decided to found a political
party that would fight for
its eradication. Troubled by
the sight of how voters were
bought by wealthy candidates
during elections they dared to
set up a party that promises
that their candidates would
do none ofit. This was a great
idea but to dare to execute it
was even greater. The found-
ing fathers proved everyone
wrong when voters aligned
themselves with the phi-
losophy ofthe VPP and voted
overwhelmingly for their MP
candidate this time.

However, inthe VPP there
are also politicians who ar-
rived fromlstreet politics.
At least two of the MLAs,
including the number-one,
Comes from a pressilre group
background. They were shrill
pressure group leaders before
graduating to active politics.
Their instinct of “‘quick so-
lution” still persists. Hence
the politics of Reservation
Policy was drafted in. Clean
politics is attractive but the
leadership suspected itwould
not be sufficientto win seats.
The Reservation Policy was
an apt opportunity. It is fee
demand for the review ofthe
‘outdated’ policy that sky-
rocketed the popularity ofthe
VPP.- The humiliating ‘loss’
of NPP and Congress MLAs
and MDCs in the recent MP
election is attributed also to
the demand for review ofthe
Reservation Policy.

The VPP demand for

Leave church

matters alone

Editor,

| respect the views ex-
pressed by the writer of the
letter captioned “Whistle
blowers versus dog whistling
(ST, 18.06.2024)”. However,
I find it amusing likening ‘the
insiders in the church’ who
keep flagging the issue ofal-
leged corrupt practices in the
church to ‘whistle-blowers’.
I don’t know whether the
meaning and application of
whistle-blowers is properly
understood, especially in the
context of the church.

I humbly believe that
ecclesiastical matters should
be dealt with differently as
opposed to secular matters,
subserving the sanctity of
the church though without
compromising on truth and
justice.

The fact of the matter is
that there is no question of
and there is no need for any
whistle-blower(s) as far as
the affairs in the Mawkhar
Presbyterian Church are con-
cerned, because as stated,
the church itselfin 2019 had
announced the swindling
of a huge amount from its
funds following which an
FIR was filed by the church
and subsequently, the matter
became sub-judice. Once the
court is seized ofthe matter,
the law would take its own
course. Therefore, there is no
question ofanybody trying to
cover up or bury the matter in
a hush-hush manner as is be-
ing suggested. The truth will

review of the Reservation
Policy is certainly linked tor
politics. It is quite a straight-
forward demand to raise the
40 per centreservation for the
Khasi-Jaintia tribe and lower
that of the Garo community
according to the population
ofthe two major groups. The
VPP does not erne about res-
ervation for the deserving, the
underprivileged and deprived
sections. Forpolitical mileage
itexpounds a general increase
fortiie residents ofKhasi and
Jaintia region. To be fair it
is not only the VPP which
keepsmum onreservation for
those who deserve the state’s
positive discrimination. All
those who have lined up to
present their submissions
have excluded this point in
their document. We point to
the VPP because through its
‘initiative’the policy is being
reviewed.

The Thma U Rangli Juki
(TUR) is the only exception.
The organisation proposed
that the ‘Deprivation Point
System’ be adopted in the
new policy. A newspaper
report says, “This depriva-
tion point would be based on
both the individual’s family
background as well as where
she (he) is from and where she
(he) has been educated.”

This is anoble conceptbe-
cause we know very well that
the job reservation policy has
benefited the elite and creamy
layers most. It is the children
of politi‘cians, bureaucrats,
government employees, the
educated and the rich that
have harvested the fruits of
reservation! In the same fami-
lies there are three/fourmem-
bers who are employed in the
government. Generation after
generation government jobs
are ‘handed’ over to those in
the same family.

No political party will
like to change this practice

*beoause inpoliticstoo itisthe®

1same; In JaintiaHills wealthy

politicians even commission
their children to contest from
outside their home districts.
Hope the VPP banishes this
money power practice. In
the Garo Hills we have two
Sangma families. Saleng A
Sangma is the first in nearly
five decades to defeat the PA
Sangma family in the Lok
Sabha elections.' This trend
should continue otherwise it
is the electorate that make
politicians think that politics
is reserved for them.

To avoid unnecessary bad
bloodthereview ofthe Reser-
vation Policy could be puton
hold for another 15/20 years
unless the overhaul isto bring
deserving sections at par with
the rest.

finally come out one day.

The relevant question
here is whether some have
lost faith in the judicial pro-
cess/system that they have to
keep stirring up the matter in
public domain through the
media and that too, hiding
behindthe cloak ofanonym-
ity. This would serve no
purpose other than giving
credence to the belief that
there could be some hidden
agenda or a vicious cam-
paign againstthe churchand
some of its leaders.

What would really help
the church at this time is
for its members with some
issues, questions, doubts,
or even suggestions to for-
mally write to the Church
Committee or meet it in
person because | believe
that everything can be ad-
dressed and settled amicably
without having to resort to
other means not in line with
the church and its working.
| also hope that the church
would do its part honourably
and responsibly.

As believers, we are re-
minded notto conformto the
world but rather transform
it by the renewing of our
minds. | hope we all pay
heed to it.

Yours etc.,
V B Lyngdoh
Shillong- 2

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sentby email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Many armies refcruit

countries to fight wars

By Nantoo Banerjee

The government’s strong
reaction to the news of the
death oftwo Russian Army-
reeruited Indian nationals
in the Ukraine war asking
the Russian authorities for
an early release and return’
of all Indian nationals,serv-
ing in the Russian Army
does not seem to be quite
justified. It may be even
considered as uncalled for
in view ofthe long standing
defence relations between
the two countries that had
tremendously benefited In-
dia during a difficult period.
There isnothing secret about
those young Indians going
to Russia to take up helpers’
jobs in the Russian Army.
The government was fully
aware of it. Jobs in security
forces are never risk-free.
All Indian recruits were
believed to have been ap-
prised of the risks related to
the job before they signed
the contracttojoin as “army
security helpers.”

In fact, the Indian gov-
ernment was well aware for
many months that scores of
young Indians(had signed
up for Russian Army jobs.
However, the government
did not take up the issue
seriously with the Russian
authorities until two of the
boys were recently killed in
Russia’s two-year-old war
against Ukraine. No one
knows for certain about how
many Indian nationals are
presently serving the Russian
Army and in what capacities.
The government is yet to of-
ficially disclose the number
in public. Indians are not the
only foreign nationals work-
ing for the Russian Army. A
good number of Nepale”
citizens were also recruited
as soldiers by the Russian
Army. Since January, this
year, Nepal had stopped
delivering permit? for its
citizens to work in both Rus-
sia and Ukraine. At least 10
Nepali soldiers had been re-
portedly killed in the Riyissia-
Ukraine warwhile serving in
the Russian Army.

Russia has beenrecruiting
men from friendly countries
in Asia and Africa since the
beginning of the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine. They
are not professional soldiers,
but wage earners. The pay
packets offered by the Rus-
sian Army are said to be
highly attractive inthe Indian
context. The Indian recruits
are offered a monthly salaiy
ofRs. 1.95 lakh each and Rs.
50,000 as additional benefits.
The contract is valid for a
minimum one-year period
and mandates no leave or exit
before six months Of service.
Normally, such recruitments
are made under mutual un-
derstanding or agreement
between the authorities ofthe
concerned countries.

Earlier this year, under
an lIsrael-India diplomatic
dialogue, over 6,000 Indian
workers were supposed to
have reached Israel in April
and May for construction
work in a country which
has been deeply engaged in
war against Hamas militants
since October last year. The
Ongoing war has damaged
properties on both sides.
Israel is facing a big labour
shortage in the construction
sector. The Indian workers
were planned to be taken to
Israel on “air shuttle”, fol-
lowing a joint decision by
the Israeli Prime Minister’s
Office, Finance Ministry and
the Indian Construction ahd
Housing Ministry on subsi-
dized charter flights, a state-
ment issued by the lIsraeli
government had said.

The Indian government
made no such statement
probably to avoid a po-
litical controversy oyer the
sensitive matter concerning
India’s diplomatic stance in
the Israel-Hamas war killing

thousands ofinnocent Pales- '

tinian children and women
ahead of the parliamentary
election. It is not clear if
the Russian government
also had a similar dialogue

with India on the subject
of recruitment of Indians
as “helpers” in the Russia®
Army. The recruitmentpro*
cess remains unclear in the
absence of an official"state-
ment from either side. >

According to a report,
around 200 Indians a?%e
working with the Russian
Army. However, the ac-
tual number could be mu<?h
higher since the recruit-
ment figure pertained fo
only the Moscow centre.
Other Russian centres were
also b'elieved to have been
involved in such recfuit:
ments. According to reports
young men from Nepal,'
India, Somalia and many
other countries have found
themselves in the Russiafi
Army. It is said that workers
undergo a psychometric test
and are explained the job
risks before they are Sent %
training. Depending upon
the army command, under
whichthey serveashelped
the personal background”
theworkersis fully checkplt
before dispatching them to
the battlefield to ensure that
they are not spies. o,

Recently, the Indian
government said it w$s
sware that “a few Indi*i
nationals” had sighed ijp
for support jobs with thfc
Russian Army. “The Indian
embassy (in Moscow) haS
regularly taken up the mas-
ter with the relevant Russiaft
authorities for their eajtj .
discharge,” said an official
statement adding that “we
urge all Indian nationals
to exercise due cautid)}
and stay away from thjs
conflict.” The question.®
ifthe government: is "wE$g'"«
of the fact that the RussflpJd
Army is wrongly recruiting
Indians why didn’t jt.sffy}'
such recruitmentinthe vEjp
beginning, why the delayed
reaction? What messa&g
does this give to a friend??
country such as Russia and
the rest ofthe world? ~ «*?

Russia is not the only
country which recruits fAf
eign nationals for armc}
forces. France, Denmark,
Ireland and Israel are amoi$g
the countries which recrwj;
foreign citizens for their
armed forces. The French
Foreign Legion is the bfSt
example for an international
army with soldiers from 140
countries. Incidentally, tlte
Indian Army also recruits ,
foreigners for its infantry®
artillery and other branched
The recruits are Nepalese
Bhutanese nationals aaa
Tibetan refugees. It also
recruits persons of Indiap
origin who have migrated
from Pakistan, Myanmar,
Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand,
Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia,
Malawi, the Democrat
Republic of Congo, Ethib- /
pia, and Vietnam, with the
intention of permanently
settling in India.

As such, there is no rea-
son why India should be
touchy about jobless In-
dians wishing to serve the
army of a friendly foreign
country to support their
families and have a livelir
hood. As a member of thg
United Nations, India ha<]
served peacekeeping forpeg
in many conflict zones;
especially in Africa. More
than 2,00,000 Indian troops
had served these forces.
Over 160 Indian soldiers
were killed in such mis-'
sions under the UN flag-as
of September 2022. 5

Logically, there is no
harm in serving a friendly
foreign army under a bi-
lateral or multilateral legal
arrangement. War is a 1%
threat to any nation. It is
also an ultimate test of .
diplomatic friendship be-
tween or among nations
drawn into a war. A nation
engaged in war will recruit
helpers only from such
friendly nations which it can
fully trust. Since the 1970&,
Russia, formerly part of
the Soviet Union, has been
India’s most trusted defence
partner. (IPA Service)
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‘Leaked’ questions
SHAMELESSNESS is a common character with
the political leadership. A lack of enforcement of
accountability on the part of those in power and
positions worsens the scenario. They, and the bureau-
cracy intow, are a rule unto themselves and a shame
on any civilized society. The low levels to which
politics and governance have sunk are reflected
starkly in the present cancellation ofthe UGC-NET
test following a question paper leak. There’s egg on
the face ofthe National Testing Agency ofthe UGC,
which had also bungled the common entrance test for
B-Ed courses aweek ago. That examination was also
cancelled due to a question paper leak. These apart,
the NEET Medical Entrance Examination too had a
question paper leak and the case is now before the
Supreme Court. Over 11 lakh applicants had writ-
ten the UGC-NET test only to hear within a matter
ofhours that it has been cancelled - meaning, these
educated youths will have to wait for a fresh exam
and pass through the struggle of preparations again
by burning the midnight oil.

The higher education system has been facing seri-
ous odds. Indian universities hardly find a mention
in the global lists oftop-100. Negligible numbers of
foreign students come to this country for education,
because the universities have no reputation for high
standards. The flow of students is rather from Indiato
foreign universities. This pathetic situation is despite
the huge raise in the salaries of academicians since
the 1990s. Now, a complaint is that academicians
have lost their interest in teaching and are inclined
more to “enjoying” material pleasures. The UGC as
an institution and the education ministry too have let
down the nation through perpetuation of nepotism
and incompetence of the worst kind. They proved
beyond doubtthat they have no competence to even
hold an entrance exam. This will have long-term
adverse impacts on the nation’s well-being itself.

Itisno secretthat the past 10 years ofthe Narendra
Modi-led governance ofthe nation has left many ar-
easuntouched in the matter ofperiodic rejuvenation
ofthe systems. It carried on by recourse to bluffand
bluster and some welfare measures for the common
man. The govemment is packed with incompetent
hands. The way vested interests are ,allowed to hold
sway over theleducation system and’now faceless
figures run die education ministry are both shame-
ful and disgusting. The exam paper leaks are only a
symptom ofa deeper malady. These deeply hurt mil-
lions ofeducated youths aspiring for teaching posts
andresearch inthe universities. An investigation, or
the matter being heard by the Supreme Court, might
not mean much. The minister himselfis a misfit.

I tilers !o the

Need for
stronger
customer support
at MeECL

Editor,

Apropos my previous
letter titled, "Is MeECL a
liability for the consumer?",
(ST, June 17), let me ex-
press my gratitude to the
higher officials in MeECL
for promptly addressing my
inflated bill issue even during
the Eid holiday. Hats off to
their dedication! However,
my effort is to highlight the
plight of general consum-
ers, especially the illiterate,
whose complaints often go
unnoticed or unaddressed,
leading to prolonged suf-
fering.

To alleviate such issues,
it is my earnest request to
the power house to set up a
strong online customer care
support system. | firmly
believe that the corporation
should not lag behind in this
digital era; it should con-
sider implementing features
similar to those implemented
by BSES Rajdhani, which
provide online resolution of
customer grievances, elimi-
nating the need for physical
visits to the power office and
alleviating mental distress.

Well, if not all features,
MeECL should at least
introduce dedicated cus-
tomer care services with
live chat and email support.
Aside from this, complaints
raised through the existing
Megha Power app should
be promptly attended to ---
before customers lose their
power and their patience!

Moreover, it is also es-
sential that the office staff
whom customers often ap-
proach be solicitous, guiding
and resolving grievances
efficiently.

This request is made in
the greater interest of ag-
grieved customers who have
long suffered due to the
inadequacies of MeECL's
customer support system. |
believe the improved cus-
tomer service will not only
enhance consumer satis-
faction but also raise the
reputation of MeECL as a
responsive and responsible
utility provider. This power
corporation should not at all
take away the sunshine from
the hearts of its consumers.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Criminal
failure of
Indian

Railways

Editor,

Indian Railways have
been playing with our lives
by not filling up vacant posts
and by forcing their person-
nel to overwork. Railway of-
ficials said that a preliminary
probe into the recent fatal rail
accident indicated that the
loco pilot of the goods train
disregarded the signal, which
led to the Kanchenjunga
Express accident.

Nidhu Bhushan Dutta, a
permanent invitee-member
of the All India Loco Run-
ning Staff Association and
former working president
of the Organisation, rightly

Education in complete disarra
In Meghalaya and the country

To be a youngster in this
country today is to go into a
state of depression. Imagine
the millions of aspirants
for medical studies writing
their NEET exams only to
bd told that there have been
paper leaks in some states.
The entrance exam to uni-
versities - GUET was itself
held in a somewhat chaotic
atmosphere leaving many
student? bamboozled and
wondering whetherthey live
in a country where things are
being messed up by a politi-
cal class - a large number of
whom have dubious degrees
and fake claims to scholar-
ship. And then to add salt to
already festering wounds is
the sudden cancellation of
the UGC-National Eligibil-
ity Test (NET). This exam
is conducted to determine
the eligibility of the candi-
date for the role of assistant
professor or junior research
fellowship orboth, for Indian
universities and colleges.
The exam was previously
conducted by the CBSE au-
thorities that also carry out
the Grade X1l CBSE exams.
However, now the rights for
conducting all the exams
from NEET to CUETto NET
rests on the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

Several young aspirants
sat for this exam. | know
of a few serious candidates
who flew back all the way
from Mumbai to be on time
forthe exams and put in their
best efforts only to be told
that the exam stands null
and void because of paper
leaks. How can such tilings
be allowed to happen without
any serious consequences
against those responsible
for the leak? Isn’t there one
thing that the NTA can do
right and without causing so
much distress?

It is important to delve
into the genesis of the NTA.
It is not a brainwave of the
NDA Government. On the
contrary its roots can be
traced to the Programme of
Action 1992, related to the
National Policy of Educa-
tion 1986, which mentioned
conducting national-level
common entrance tests to
professional and non-profes-
sional programmes of study.
The wheels started moving
in 2010 with a report being
submitted to the then Min-
istry of Human Resources
Development (MHRD) (now
the Ministry of Education)
by a Committee consisting
of some directors of the In-
dian Institutes of Technology
(1ITs), which recommended
that the National Testing
Agency be created by an Act
of Parliament". The report
mentioned that a statutory

. agency can ensure indepen-

denceand transparency in

said, "We are surprised that
the railway board chief ac-
cused the deceased loco pilot
of overshooting the signal
before any proper inquiry.
Why didn't they fill the va-
cant posts? Why did they
force train drivers to work
beyond their capacity?"

An RTI reply says that of
1,27,644 sanctioned posts
of loco pilots and assistant
loco pilots, 18,766 - nearly
15 per cent - were vacant as
of March 1this year.

Two freight trains col-
lided and hit a third on April
19, 2023 in Singhpur, Mad-
hya Pradesh. A loco pilot
was instantly killed. The loco
pilot, Rajesh Prasad Gupta,
had worked 14 to 15 hours
of duty at a stretch when
the accident took place. The
Commissioner of Railway
Safety Report observed that,
most likely, the loco pilot
became sleepy because of
exhaustion, and as a result,
the collision took place.

After the said accident in
April 2023, three major train
accidents took place within
a span of one year and two
months. A collision among
three trains happened in
Odisha's Balasore on June 2,
2023. That accident claimed
296 lives. Then two trains
collided in Andhra Pradesh's
Vizianagaram, killing 17
people on October 29. Now,
the Kanchanjunga Express
from Agartala to Sealdah got
hit from behind by a goods
train near Rangapani railway
station on June 17.

Train Collision Avoid-
ance System, later renamed
as Kavach, is an automatic
train protection system that
helps prevent collisions if

By Patricia Mukhim

the testing of the magnitude
that was being envisaged.

In 2013, the MHRD con-
stituted a seven-member task
force to prepare the blueprint
for creating a special purpose
vehicle to take the conceptof
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) forward. This was
following a decision made
in April 2013 to set up the
agency. The UPA Govern-
ment was not able to take
it forward from there. In
2017, the Union Finance
Minister announced in the
budget speech of 2017 that
the NTAwould become are-
ality. The Cabinet approved
this decision to set up the
NTA and Vineet Joshi was
appointed the first Director-
General ofthe agency. On 7
July 2018, the former Union
HRD Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar stated, during a
press conference, that the
NTAwill be holding the Joint
Entrance Examination-Main
(JEE Main) and the National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test-Undergraduate (NEET-
UG) twice a year, and will
also be holding the National
Eligibility Test (NET), the
Common Management Ad-
mission Test (CMAT) and the
Graduate Pharmacy Aptitude
Test (GPAT).

The NTA is administered
by a goveming-body which,
includes a chairperson, a
secretary and eight or more
officials representing differ-
ent national level institutes.
It is claimed that only about
25-26 people are employed
to manage this huge para-
phernalia ofactivities which
determine the future of so
many ofouryouth. The NTA
has had to deal with one scam
after the other. In the NEET
2024 exams which had about
25 lakh aspirants, the ques-
tion paper was leaked on
May 5 in Patna (Bihar).
Police claim that the gang
involved in the paper leak al-
legedly took between Rs 30-
50 lakhs from candidates and
gave them question papers
beforehand so they could
memorise the answers. In-
terestingly, the results ofthe
NEET exams were declared
on June 4 when the results
of the Lok Sabha elections
were also announced. This
when the NTA had said that
the results would be declared
on June 14.

Results of students scor-
ing above 700 marks were
published and went viral
over the internet. Students
and teachers were appalled
as it was not possible to
score such high marks in
the NEET-UG due to the
structure of the marking
scheme. Candidates scoring

two trains are on the same
track. Had it been in place,
it would have saved the col-
lision between the Kanchen-
junga Express and the goods
train. Senior railway officials
said that a field trial was
started for Kavach in 2016.
But it has been installed
only in less than 1,500 km
of tracks out of the total
70,000 km covered by the
Indian Railways across the
country. That means this
life saving device has so far
been placed in only a little
over 2 percent of railway
tracks in eight years after its
field trials!

Now, what is the reason?
Railway officials said that
the reason is high cost and
technical challenges. What
a joke! The cost is a factor
when it comes to enhancing
safety and saving human
lives. But cost is not a factor
for a glamorous bullet train
project!

When we have a speedier
alternative in air transport,
there is no reason why In-
dian Railways must com-
pete with airways. Railways
cannot make their bullet
ride a cheaper option than
air travel. The government
needs to make existing train
journeys more punctual and
safe instead of sweeping
train safety under the carpet
of bullet and Vande Bharat
trains.

Kavach should immedi-
ately be installed in the rest
ofnearly 98 per cent ofrail-
way tracks. Plus, all railway
vacancies must be filled up
without any delay. It will be
dangerous iftrain drivers are
forced to do extra shifts. It
will be equally dangerous if

full marks went up from 2
in 2023 to about 69 in 2024.
From the merit list uploaded
on the public database by the
NTA, it was also revealed
that of those 69, scoring
720/720 marks,, six took
the exam from the same or
nearby centres in the Jhajjar
town of Haryana.

This naturally created a

furore among the student
community, especially the
genuine aspirants for medical
studies. The NTAtried to ex-
plain away the discrepancies
butnot before many students
and their parents approached
the apex court. The NTAthen
adppted a normalisation for-
mula devised and approved
by the Supreme Court vide
its judgment of June 13,
2018 to address the loss
suffered by the candidates.
Owing to this order, 1563
candidates were granted
grace marks. The revised
marks of those candidates
varied from 20 to 720 marks.
Again students complained
that there was no notification
inthe examination brochures
and the criteria on which
the grace marks were allot-
ted. A High Powered Com-
mittee was then set up to
look into these disgraceful
anomalies. The Committee
recommended that the NTA
should reconduct the NEET
(UG) exam 2024 on June 23
for the 1562 candidates that
had suffered ‘time loss’ dur-
ing the originally scheduled
exams on May 5, 2024 and
who were awarded compen-
satory marks.
m In such a situation one
tends to agree with the Tamil
Nadu Government which
has resisted the conduct of
NEET exams onthe pleathat
it privileges students from
urban backgrounds that can
afford coaching. It is also
not far-fetched to state that
coaching centres for NEET
have sprung up like mush-
rooms across the country and
one wonders who gets a cut
from such centres.

In suph an abysmal situa-
tion when entrance exams to
professional courses cannot
even be conducted without
any glitch, how do we expect
those heading the Union
Ministry of Education and
the Education Departments
in the state to be wise enough
to provide an education sys-
tem that is equal to the best
in the world.

Ever sincethe NDA Gov-
ernment took over the reins
ofthis coiintry in 2014 there
have been attempts to tinker
with the syllabus andto bring
in facets of history and sci-
ence that point to a glorious
past, but leave out the ugly

there is a lack of manpower
in the field of track.inspec-
tions and maintenance.
Two things surprisingly
coexist - arise in unemploy-
mentand a fall inrailway re-
cruitment- It is a scandalous
irony ina country thatisrich
in demographic assets.
Yours etc.,
SujitDe,
Kolkata

Why are army
authorities
claiming rights
over a public
road?

Editor,

Traffic congestion is a dai-
ly phenomenon in Shillong
and with the monsoons,
traffic congestion is at its
worst. It is indeed, challeng-
ing for us lesser mortals to
try to reach our destinations.
Forthose ofus coming from
Oxford Hill and Last Stop
when we reach Rhino Point,
we are made to go all the
way to Anjalee Petrol Pump
(where the traffic is always
at its peak) to again reach
Rhino Point then proceed to
our respective destinations.
If the Cantonment road (the
one leading to Lady Keane
College and Civil Hospital)
can be opened to the general
public during school hours
and when it rains, it would
really ease traffic congestion
in that area to a great extent
and allow us to reach our
destinations on time. Unfor-
tunately the army authorities
prohibit vehicles from using
that alternate route thereby
adding to the traffic mess.

scars of such history. His

tory is a statement of facts
and gives the student an
overview of life in thatera as
recorded by historians. There
is a general suspicion that
the historians ofacertain era
have been left leaning liber-
als and therefore have there-
fore given a skewed account
of the past, 1 am all for a
revision oftextbooks but that
should not be done because
ofpolitical compulsions. The
revision should be done in a
critical and scientific manner
and should be free from all
biases. Those with political
leanings - right, left or centre
should steer clear ofanything
to do with rewriting, revising
and critiquing text books.
There is too much partisan
politics in this country today
which has seeped into every
aspect of public life and is
doing immense harm to the
country. p

As far as Meghalaya
is concerned, students
in schools following the
MBOSE syllabi are in for a
very badtime. The text books
that are supposed to adoptthe
CBSE syllabus are still not
ready and there is a general
pandemonium about how the
students are going to manage
to leam all that needs to be
learnt in such a short,time.
Teachers too are nonplussed
but as is the normal state of
affairs in Meghalaya, the
parents and teachers are all
sworn to silence. Elsewhere
the parents wouldJiave held
the governmentto account of
gone to court on the matter.
Instead, quite agood number
of parents have shifted their
children to Guwabhati and
those that can afford have
shifted them to Bengaluru,
Delhi, Chennai and else-
where.

Managing the Educa-
tion Department requires a
breadth of knowledge and
understanding that ordinary
minds cannot grasp. The
ChiefMinisterofMeghalaya
would have been the best
person to deal with Educa-
tion but as usual in Megha-
laya no minister wants to
touch the Education portfolio
with abarge pole. Itis always
dumped on the most unsus-
pecting scapegoat.

Andjust forpublic knowl*
edge pray what has the State
Education Commission been
doing so far?. What have
been its most perspicacious
recommendations till date?
Don’t we have the right to
know? So please make the
recommendations of the
Commission public so that
all the teachers and parents
know where they are wading
into and to make informed
decisions.

The guards have received
such stem orders from their
superiors .that even when
there is heavy rain like these
days they will just not al-
low any vehicles to use that
road. What is the big deal
that a public road is,turned
into an “army only” road?
If the army does not want
any “trespassers” to use that
road then they should movfe
to less congested areas and
open up these areas for pub-
lic convenience. The army
cannot permanently station
itself here in the heart of
the town at the cost of the
public here.

The army has beenknown
to be stiff-necked about
cantonment areas as if they
are a breed apart and the
Government has just bowed
down to their royal wishes.
It's high time that the State
Government talks to the De-
fence Minister and get this
road vacated so that some
ofthe perennialtraffic mess
is solved.

Prompt intervention of
the State Government in
this respect is sought for in
this matter. This same road
was used in the past and the
army got an alibi to prevent
its use by the public after
the Covid lockdown. How
conveniently they have used
the lockdown to assert their
authority over “our land.”

Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

BJP-ruled states are epicentres
of NEET paper leak seam e

Modi can’t make head or
tail of NEET, Dharmendra
Pradhan is all at sea
By Krishna Jha

There is a clear direct
connection of the Ministry
of Education in the-NEET
exam paper leak. The Union
Minister of Education Dhar-
mendra Pradhan is notready
to resign. The matter has
already reached the Supreme
Court. The National Eligi-
bility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) for 2024 has stirred
controversy across India,
with allegations ofa massive
scam by the National Testing
Agency (NTA). This year,
over 23 lakh students faced
challenges from paper leaks
to questionable exam man-
agement, sparking nation-
wide debates and protests.

Amidst calls for a re-
examination, many are ques-
tioning the integrity of the
process, especially with
incidents like the 67 students
scoring a perfect 720, the
mathematical anomalies in
scores, and inconsistencies
between OMR sheets and
final results. Political figures
andthe public demandtrans-
parency and action, urging a
thorough investigation into
these grave issues affecting
future medical profession-
als. o >

The Guj,arat Police has
arrested five people, includ-
ing the Principal of Jalaram
School in Godhra town in
Gujarat’s Panchmahal dis-
trict, for'allegedly trying
to help students clear the
NEET-UG examination.
According to the,police;
the students were instructed
to leave blanks on answer
sheets for a teacher to com-
plete later in a pay-for-pass
plot.

The arrested accused in-
clude school teacher Tushar
Bhatt, Parshuram Roy of
Roy Overseas, an education
consultancy firm, and Prin-
cipal Purshottam Sharma.
The district education of-
ficer reached the spot and
upon checking Bhatt’s phone
found a list of 30 students.
The officials also recovered
Rs 7 lakh cash from his car.
The arrests made in Bihar,
Gujarat and Haryana clearly
show that there has been
organised corruption in the
examination in BJP-ruled
states, which had become the
"epicentre" ofpaper leaks.

Following the arrest of
the school principal and the
teacher, the police arrested
Roy and seized eight blank
cheques and another set of
cheques worth Rs 2.30 crore
from him. The SP said many
cheques were signed by the
parents whose children had
appeared in the NEET-UG
exams at Jalaram School.

An engineer's confession
and the mention ofa 'Mantri
Ji' has fuelled the NEET
2024 exam issue, involving
the accommodation of can-
didates in Patna and a racket
for leaking exam papers. In
his confession note, the en-
gineer, identified as Sikandar
Prasad Yadavendu, claimed
that he had assisted in find-
ing accommodation for four
NEET candidates and one
guardian in Patna.

All ofIndiais alarmed af-
ter learning aboutthe NEET
paper leaks. NEET aspirants
are rattled and terrified. The
Prime Minister of India is
not educated. The Union
Minister for Education has
not done anything for edu-
cation. The minister claims
there was no exam paper

*

leak. But the police hv e
made arrests after lodging
FIRs. NTA’s breach of The
Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair MeaaiJ)
Act demands not an internal
committee inquiry but war-
rants a credible external
agency’s investigation.

Our country “has wit-
nessed numerous medical
admission rackets such as
the VYAPAM scam in Mad-
hya Pradesh and the All
India Pre-Medical Entrance
Test (AIPMT) in 2015. jia
all such admission tests, the
exam conducting authority
scontinued to deny malprac-
tice allegations till the judr-
ciary intervened. IfNTAhad
given compensatory marks
based on an established pro-
cedure, without compromis-
ing merit, the Committee”
recommendation to canggl
the results of these candi-
dates creates doubts about
the standards and faimess of
the processing ofNEET-UG
results. |-

Since the release -ef
NEET-UG-2024 results
week, the chorus regarding
many malpractices related
to the conduct of the exam

and processing of results
has'grown exponentially.
Even the leaders of opposi-
tion parties raised concents
aboutthe exam regardingttfe,
alleged malpractices. The
parties demanded an enquiry
and re-examination. The
Supreme Court also raised
apprehensions stating tijat
the ““sanctity of the exam
has been affected” and de-
manded answers in an earlier
hearing on June 11. It issuSd
anotice to the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) and other
respondents. New litigation?
are being filed in court op*
daily basis demanding a t -
test, and a Central BureaUof
Investigation (CBI) inquiry

When NEET was pr@r
posed, experts argued that
a single national-level
entrance test for medical
courses would uphold merit
and improve the quality of
education. However, the
experience of the past felv
years shows that it has nbt
been the case at all. The re-
sults of NEET have caused
a commotion in the whale
country. Although 2.3 mil-
lion students took this exafii
this year, it is not just abaffi
these 2.3 million students It
is about every student in tfte
country who expects to get,a
fair chance to get admission
in a good college. It is about
every student in the country
who thinks that by studying
hard, she will have a bright
future.

We all know that in our
country, there is a lot of
stress and pressure on stu-
dents because of very tough
competitions. There is ,a
shortage or lack of good cej*
leges in the country. Thefe
is a shortage or lack of seats
in good colleges. And now
the examinations that aie
being conducted to allocate
those seats, if they are not
conducted properly by the
Testing Agencies and the
government is sitting pretty,
then what hope will be Ifft
for the fixture ofthe country?
Paper leaks, or misconduct-
ing examinations, have Be-
come quite common. Candi-
dates paid Rs 30 lakhs to 50
lakhs for the leaked papers.
On May 10 the racket went
bust. (IPA Service)
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Whither Transparency in Governance

THAT the renowned Hotel Pine Wood, a legacy
of the British, is sought to be renovated and its
wood-work strengthened is a welcome step.
But no public works can be carried out on the
decision of a single individual in government.
There is a process that oughtto be followed and
that process should be transparent and not give
rise to speculations about who won the tender

bid and under what circumstances.

It is not un-

derstood as to why established procedures are
given a go by. This has long been the story of
contract works in Meghalaya. It is the reason
why shoddy work whether ofroad construction
or government infrastructure has become the

bane of this State.

It is unheard of that a con-

tractor from this state is blacklisted, despite the
scores of poorly constructed roads that barely
last one season and projects that get into time

and cost escalations.

That the renovation and redesigning work for
Hotel Pinewood is sought to be done without
consulting the Meghalaya Tourism Development
Corporation (MTDC) which oversees all tourism
projects in the State is something that requires
scrutiny. Jtis fair that members ofthe Board of
the MTDC should raise questions on the manner
thatthe contractwork was allotted without their
knowledge. As stated in the media, the renova-
tionworkwill be funded by the Meghalayan Age
Limited (MAL) but the process of tendering et
al, should be the job ofthe MTDC. The timely
intervention ofthe MTDC Board members has
compelled the Tourism Department to now
adopt a fair and transparent tendering process.
What begs the question is why this process was
not adopted earlier. The MAL is an arm of the
Government as much as the MTDC is and one
should not override the other. Even ifMAL were
to have within its ranks the expertise to execute
the project the process should be seen to be
transparent and MTDC should be in the know
ofthis. There’sno gainsaying that MAL has the
capacity to getthe best professionals to execute
itsworks and the work should go to the firm with
the technical know-how to complete what is a
prestigious project - the makeover ofa heritage
Hotel. But why override the MTDC?

That the members of the MTDC only came
to know ofthe project during ajoint inspection
where the Tourism Minister was also present
is a serious lapse especially since a foreign ar-
chitect was also consulted for the project. That
no one could provide details ofthe components
of the project and the total project cost is also
enigmatic. These are unhealthy trends but they
have also become the hallmark ofthe MDA-02
Governmentwhich is carrying forward its legacy
of by-passing standard rules and procedures.
The Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG)
regularly points to these anomalies but the Me-
ghalaya Government gives it a wide berth. It is

here that public vigilance is needed.

l,ei(its to (lie editor

We deserve
better roads for

the money spent!

Editor,

Much has been written
and opinions given through
this newspaper in the past
on bad roads and poor road
construction across the State,
not to speak of rural roads.
We are all concerned about
public property and.state
assets, since roads are the
lifeline and backbone of
the economy. | will focus
on this one road which was
recently constructed. The
recent double- laning of
the Mawroh - Mawkynroh
road leading up to ISBT
Mawiong, which has been
functional for over a year
now is already showing
signs ofcracks and breakage
leading to potholes in cer-
tain stretches. Thanks to the
}>WD Roads and the contrac-
tors who have shamelessly
constructed a road lasting
not more than one season. |

would once again pointout as
a lay person that the quality
ofwork carried out isjust not
up to the standards laid down
for road construction.

I have seen many roads
constructed while pass-
ing through the length and
breadth ofthis state, in Garo
Hills, Assam etc. All | can say
is this - they are ofvery poor
quality. Roads constructed
by renowned companies /
groups as per specifications
are always good and last for
years. This road is only a few
months old and you can see
the unevenness, especially
at night when the lights are
on. Smoothness is a concern
because tlje thickness of the
bitumen is very poor. The
uppermost layer should have
been 6 inches or more thick
to make it last longer, be
smoother and bear the load
of heavy vehicles. We do

not know who the contrac-.

tors are who have undertaken
this important task. This road
is already very busy and
traffic is heavy due to road

Solving Tribal Boundary

Issues: The Ancestors’ Way m|sunderst00d

The Khasi who belong
to the Austro-asiatic speak-
ing peoples, are the first
to enter into the hills and
plains of North East India.
For this reason, the present
Khasi homeland is being
encircled on all sides by vari-
ous latter immigrants, all of
whom belong to the Tibeto-
Burman group of tribes. But
in the past, there were no
formal political boundaries
between the neighbouring
tribes. The Khasi ancestors
had good trade relations with
the Bengali in the south, and
peaceful coexistence with the
Garo, the Karbi, the Tiwa,
the Rabha and Biate. There
was no head hunting among
the Khasis and the tribes sur-
rounding them.

The Karbi who belong to
the Kuki-Chin sub-family
of the larger Tibeto-Burman
group, are Khasi neighbours
on the East. They migrated
from the Kuki-Chin area in
Myanmar and established
their kingdom in the Diyung
Valley with the capital at
Maibang. The Kachari (Di-
masa) shifted their capital
from Dimapur to Maibang
and drove away the Karbi
towards the Kupli river. The
Karbi migrated to the hills,
and entered into the Jaintia
kingdom and lived under
the Jaintia suzerainty. But
fearing that their ethnic and
cultural identity might be
lost by the influence of the
dominant Khasi matrilineal
culture, majority of the Kar-
bis migrated northward into
the Rongkhang ranges, and
established their kingdom in
the 16th century, occupying
a vast hilly portion of the
Jaintia Hills and the entire
Rongkhang plain with the
capital at Socheng. Though
there were minor clashes
between the two tribes, but
by and large they lived as
peaceful neighbours.

The Garo who live on the
west of the Khasi Hills also
belong to the Tibeto-Burman
ethnic group. It is said that
the Garo migrated from Tibet
and entered into Koch Behar
and settled there. But .they
were driven away and wan-
dered into the Brahmaputra
valley in Assam and settled
there for about 400 years ata
place today called Jogighopa.
But they were again driven
away towards the south by
the king of that country. As
they wandered towards Gu-
wahati, they were enslaved
and persecuted at the hands
ofthe kings who ruled in the
valley. It is said that a Khasi
ruler helped their release and
settled them in the neigh-
bourhood of Boko. But as
the place is said to be infested
with tigers, the Garo moved
away into the uncharted terri-
tory in the hills bordering the
Khasi, and established their
present homeland.

The Tiwa (Lalung) also
belong to the Tibeto-Burman
ethnic group. The tribe is
divided into Hills Tiwa and
Plains Tiwa. The Hills Tiwa
live in the Umswai valley as
well as in the north-eastern

diversion as a result of the
Umiam Dam repair work. |
do not know how long the
road will last. All 1 know is
that we the public would be
the losers and sufferers in the
future. 1 request the PWD
Roads to please conduct a
proper spot inspection and
supervision to oversee the
potholes, breakage and the
quality of work and conduct
immediate repairs before
the road further worsens.
Moreover such roads need
paved shoulders and some
footpaths to allow people to
walk alongside.

We do not know what is
the total component of this
particular road. It is surpris-
ing that no proper signage is
provided along the road. All
we want to see are good qual-
ity roads in our Shillong city
and not substandard roads in
the future.

Across Shillong, roads
are in a very bad shape/All
we have to say is blame it
on the weather and the rain.
Can't our dear engineers

By Fabian Lyngdoh

comer of Ri Bhoi. Formerly,
the Hills Tiwa followed the
matrilineal and matrilocal
system as the Khasi, but
there was gradual change to
the patriliijeal system under
the influence of neighbour-
ing patrilineal communities.
The small kingdom of Gobha
ruled by the Raja of a Tiwa
clan, lies between the Ahom
kingdom and the Jaintiaking-
dom. It was formerly under
the Jaintia kingdom but later
it had to acknowledge the
Ahom supremacy under Jay-
adhwaj Singha as its overlord
in 1659 A.D.

The Biate belong to the
Hmar tribe which is part
of the Kuki-Chin group of
tribes. They are inhabiting the
south-eastern part of Jaintia
Hills and spreading into the
other side of the Kupli river
in North Cachar. The Pnar
and Bhoi people call them
‘Hadem.’ Perhaps there was
atime when the Hadem were
quite a strong people. There
are oral'traditions among
the elders in Ri Bhoi about

These border disputes some-
times led to violent clashes
and deadly consequences.

It is interesting to study
how the Khasi ancestors
solved boundary issues and
lived in peace with the races
and tribes surrounding them.
The main factorwas the adap-
tive character and the assimi-
lative strength of the Khasi
matrilineal system under the
leadership ofmaternal uncles
(avuncular leadership). The
main identity ofa Khasi male
was that ofa maternal uncle,
and not that of a father. What
is understood as ‘u Rangbah’
(respectable elder) applies to
a Khasi man as a maternal
uncle. With regard to the in-
terrelationship with the plains
people, Khasi men took non-
Khasi women from the plains
as their wives, and converted
the offspring into Khasi. That
is how a great number of
Khasi clans bearing the prefix
‘khar’ emerged. Non-Khasi
men who married Khasi
women had to cut off ties
with their families o forigin,

“The Garo who live on the west ofthe Khasi
Hills also belong to the Tibeto-Burman
ethnic group. It is said that the Garo
migratedfrom Tibet and entered into Koch
Behar and settled there. But they were driven
away and wandered into the Brahmaputra
valley in Assam and settled therefor about
400years at aplace today called Jogighopa.

‘u syiem Hadem’ (Hadem
chief). There is a village in
Ri Bhoi called ‘Kor Hadem’
(stone resting place of the
Hadem) evn today. There
is also a story among the
Pnar about a certain Hadem
warrior called u Khongweng
MyHep who terrorized the
people of Raliang. Even the
warriors of Jaintiapur could
not defeat him until he vol-
untarily retreated to his own
realm across the Kupli river.
However, by and large the Bi-
ate have been living in peace
in 29 villages in the Saipung
area of Jaintia Hills.

When the. British came,
they established their head-
quarters in the Khasi Hills
for their colonial rule over
the whole ofNorth East India
(Assam Province). Shillong
became the capital and the
meeting place for all the
tribal and non-tribal people of
North East India. There was
peaceful coexistence between
various communities during
the powerful British rule
which stood as a common su-
perior over them all. In 1947
this powerful common supe-
rior left the realm, and the
peaceful coexistence began
to break down. Assertion of
tribal territorial and political,
identities began, leading to
intermittent clashes between
the different; communities.
Now we have nasty border
disputes with Assam in the
Block I and Block,Il areas as
well as in the Langpih area.

have knowledge that rain is
a part of this country and
this state in particular? If the
roads coristructed during the
British and Assam time can
withstand the test of time,
why can't we have such roads
today when modem technol-
ogy is ever present? Whether
you drive inanew or old car,
the roads will shake and jolt
your car. Constant repairs
and patch work annually or
bi-annually has damaged
the smoothness and quality
of the roads. It is requested
in public interest that good
roads be constructed to make
our city proud.

I hope our respected lead-
ers under the present Govern-
ment will deliver the work to
at least make Shillong worthy
ofbeing called a Smart City.
This is written in public inter-
est and not to criticise or of-
fend anyone. As a concerned
citizen | am only sharing my
views.

Yours etc.,
Reward Rymbai,
Shillong-2

and became assimilated into
the Khasi family and khasi
culture. That is. the cultural
buffer'zone with regards to
the people ofthe plains.

In the. west, the Khasi
and Garo freely intermar-
ried, thereby producing a
unique' SubcultiM'e called
‘Lyngngam,’which isablend
of both Khasi and Garo cul-
tures. The Lyngngam are
genetically and culturally
related to both the Khasi and
the Garo.-Their food and
dress are similar to the Garo,
but the language is more that
of the Austro-asiatic Khasi.
The marriage and funeral
ceremonies ofthe Lyngngam
are like that ofthe Garo. The
Lyngngam believe that when
a person dies, his/her soul
shall not go to eat betel nut
in the portico of God as the
Khasi believe, but shall go
to rest in eternal peace on ‘u
lum Pyndengrei’ or ‘u Lum
Ngunrei” which is situated
4irectly on the east of the
Balpakram forest where the
Garo too believe that the
souls Oftheir dead shall have
eternal rest.

While marriage among
the Khasi is initiated from
the male side, for the Garo
and the Lyngngam, marriage
is initiated from the female
side. That is the cultural
buffer zone on the western
side which kept the Khasi
and the Garo in peaceful
coexistence.

On the north-eastern bor-

Delay in declaration
of results by
Secretariat
Administration Dept

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, 1 would like to bring
to the notice of the general
public that the Secretariat
Administration Department,

Government of Meghalaya,
had floated an advertise-

,ment on February 9, 2022,

calling for applications
from eligible candidates
for filling up various cat-
egories of Grade IV posts.
Subsequently, after a gap
of almost two years, the
Screening Test for the afore-
mentioned posts was finally
conducted on January 27,
2024 invarious examination
centres throughout the state.
However, it is dishearten-
ing to state that the results
of the Screening Test have
not yet been declared and
made public even to this

der, the Khasi intermarried
with the Karbi and the Tiwa,
thereby producing a large
number of new Khasi clans
from Karbi and Tiwa an-

cestresses. When Karbi and'

Tiwa men married Khasi
women they assumed Khasi
surnames, and got absorbed
as normal Khasi men. This
part of the Khasi Hills came
tobe known asRi Bhoi (Bhoi
country). There are some po-
litical communities (Raids),
established by the Karbi, the
Rabha, and the Hwa inthe Ri
Bhoi area long before British
rule. These non-Khasi Raids
are being recognized by the
Dorbars ofHima Mylliem and
Hima Khyrim today, as in the
past. This isthe cultural buffer
zone on the eastern border
that keptthe Khasi, the Karbi,
the Rabha, and the Tiwa in
peaceful coexistence. Similar
socio-cultural phenomena
must have taken place atthe
borders of Jaintia Hills.

Dr. B. Pakem pointed out
that the patrilineal Biate have
established marriage ties with
the matrilineal Pnars of Jaintia
Hills. Perhaps new matrilin-
eal Pnar clans have emerged
in Jaintia Hills- through the
marriage of Pnar men with
women of the plains and
women of other hill tribes.

The world has changed;
human population has grown,
land has become not only
a dwelling place but also a
highly priced commercial
commodity, political bound-
aries have been formally
demarcated, and new gover-
nance systems have been ad-
opted. Hence, there are bound
to be conflicts. Rutviolence is
not the solution to conflicts.
The Khasi ancestors solved
their inter-tribal relations not
through violence but through
cultural adaptations and ac-
commodations, while at the
same time maintaining a very
sfSP9E»StEnic. aq & pttw aj.
.identity that could absorb and
assimilate elements coming in
contact with it.

No society can survive in
isolation. Development and
progress of any society de-
pends to a large extent on the
peaceful co-existence, mutual
respect and mutual support it
offers to, and receives from
its neighbours around the bor-
ders and other communities
far beyond the borders. Pro-
tective and defensive attitudes
alone would not serve as a
policy for ethnic andpultural
security. Mutual suspicion
and hatred, reciprocal harass-
mentand violence would only
create more insecurity that
would hinder'development
and growth in all aspects of
life. There had neverbeenany
violent conflicts between the
Khasi and other neighbouring
tribes or kingdoms, except or-
dinary skirmishes, which are
natural when different com-

the
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By Rajiv Gupta

What public event has
the active participation of
64t) million people, with
even a larger number of
spectators? If you guessed
the Indian general elections
2024, you .are very correct.
Nothing beats the Indian
elections from the perspec-
tive of drama, emotions,
debates, and just “tamasha.”
Atthe end ofthe,seven week
long exercise in democracy,
before the results ofthe elec-
tions were announced, an
added dramatic element was
the announcement ofthe exit
poll results. People eagerly
awaited the results ofthe exit
polls with almost the same
fervour as they would the
results ofthe actual election.
Due to the fact that opinion
polls during an election are
not permitted in India, the
exitpolls are the first indica-
tion, right or wrong, about
the possible outcome of the
election.

Although exit polls are
described as predictions, they
arereally a way ofestimating
the votes that have already
been cast. Nothing cankor
should, change the number ofr
votes each individual or party
has received. The onlyreason
it is treated as a forecast is
because the physical count-
ing of the actual votes has
nottakenplace. Exitpollsare
developed using statistical
sampling. Statistical sam-
pling is necessary when the
population from which we
sample is very large.

In the 2024 elections,

of taking a representative
sample, or samples, all the
more difficult. e
The problem is com-
pounded by the factthat yvhat
a pollster collects data on is
notthe number ofseatswOrt,
but rather on the numbef of
votes each political party is
likely to receive. Howevet,
the relationship betweeft
vote share and the number
of seats won is not straight-
forward.'This can be sfeb
in the fact that the Bhartiya
Janata Party’s vote share in
the 2024 election was only
slightly below its vote share
in the 2019 election, 36.6
per centversus 37.3 per Mat;
but it lost about 20 per c£nj
of its seats between 20,19
and 2024 (303 to 240).
conversion of the estimated
vote share percentage info
tlte estimated number of
seats won presents a major
source of error. V.-
Athird major sourcfe'6f
error in estimation is;tbe
relubtance of some voters
to reveal how they vo$t$%
This would be equSvile®
a certain part of our earft&r'
liquid® container that was
inaccessible for sampling.
There Could be several fe$-
sons for people refusing”
respond to the pollster.
may be afraid that, if tjftjy
voted against the expected
majority party, they mighl
be targeted for persecutwi$
Or p.eople may feel they'd?
not wish to be bothered”
pollsters. <
The reluctance of soine

“In the 2024 elections, approximately 640 '
millionpeople votedat more than tmillion:',
voting booths. So, the taskfor thepollsters*>e
is to determine a suitable sample to estimate ]

& »

% .

understandwhat can lead these estimates to
be a true or incorrectreflection o fthe larger™
population they are attempting to descrlbe k-
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approxmately 640 million
people voted at more than
a million voting booths. So,
the task for the pollsters is to
determine a suitable sample
to estimate how people have
voted. Let us try to under-
stand what can lead these
estimates to be a true or
iacorfect reflection of the
larger population they are
attempting to describe.

The first issue to consider
is the homogeneity of the
population. Let us take a
simple example. Consider
a large container of a lig-
uid in which some sugar is
completely dissolved. |f we
wished to estimate the per-
centage ofsugarinthe liquid,
we could take a small sample

munities live together side i and evaporate the liquid to
by side. Though the situations | obtain the amount of sugar

have changed, people of the
present generation have to do

: inthe liquid. The percentage

ofsugar inthe sample should

likewise. The ancestors did ibe the same as in the large

nothave the support offormal
laws like we have today, but
they could do it. With good
will, we too can do it.

day, despite a delay of over
four months. This is a cause
of great concern, as it Casts
aspersions on the entire

container because sugar has
been dissolved completely
aftd evenly. Thiswould be an
example of a homogeneous
distribution of sugar in the

Now, instead ofsugarthat
evenly dissolvesip the entire
liquid, we had a substance
thatpartially dissolved inthe
liquid, while some of it re-
mained suspended in a lumpy

recruitment process. Using i manner. Now, the problem of
the OMR Answer Sheets | ggtimating the percentage of

there should in fact be no
delay of a month or two
between the examination
and the declaration ofresults
as it is easy to assess and
compute the final results. We
request the Cabinet Minister
in charge Secretariat Admin-
istration Department and
the concerned IAS officers
manning the Department to
please show some mercy on
the common people and to
declare the results forthwith.
Yours etc.,

Sheniborki K. Jahrin,
Mawkyrwat Village,

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

this substance in the liquid
becomes complicated. The
percentage of the substance
in one part of the liquid is
not necessarily the same as
in any other part. So, in order
to draw a sample, or samples,
which reflect the distribution
ofthe substance in the liquid,
we will need to have some
idea ofthat distribution.
Now add several more
substances that are distrib-
uted unevenly in the liquid,
and you can beginto appreci-
ate fee complexity of taking
samples ofexit polls. People
with different identities in-
cluding caste, religion, age,
gender, region, and politi-
cal allegiance are unevenly
distributed in the country.
In addition, the allegiance
of the voters’ changes over
time. This makes the task

people to participate in'tife
polling process, makes- life
sample non-random, whidh
goes agaihst the require-
ments for non-biased sanf-
pling. This can, and Will,
skew the results as it. iiJa®
exclude people who njaf;
have voted in one particute
manner. Also, people inrQral
areas are wary ofeduced
city folk asking questions
and[ma| <ven answijer the
questiohs incorrectly ;on
purpose. This further esfi>
erbates the problem. ' -

While it is tempting’Jo
offer solutions to the prob-
lem of sampling, it is pgp-
haps more meaningful|«
understand and accept thjai
all statistics used in estim”
tion have an inherent ernjr.
The more heterogeneous
the population, the bigger
the potential for error. The
homogeneity/heterogeneity
of the population can be
affected by what we have
tended to term as a political
“wave” where more people
cast aside their differences
and vote in amore homoger
neous manner.

In 2024, as some pollsters
did predict, there was ,np
political “wave.” Perhaps
the reason why the exit polls
were more accurate in 2014
and 2019 was because .of
the Modi “wave.” In theabr
sence ofaunifying themejot
“wave,” people assume their
eidentities based on economic
need, caste, region, age,
religion, etc. The pollsters
in India have increased their
sample sizes from several
thousands to several laijhs,
But even that number is*a
drop inthe bucket ofan elec-
torate of 640 million. *

They have also tried to
reformulate their sampling
plans. But | feel that whaiis
required is also an education
ofthe media and of the gerit
eral public in terms of what
they should reasonably Ex-
pect from the estimates the
pollsters provide. Moreover,
is it really so importantto
have an estimate of a count
a couple of days before the
actual count itself? Some-
thing for the nation to think
about.—INFA
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costfor households and Indusn

eter Dutton has announced that
Punder a Coalition government,

seven nuclear power stations
would be built around the country over
the next 15 years.

Experts have declared nuclear
power would be expensive and slow
to build.

But what might happen to energy
prices if the Coalition were to win
government and implement this
plan? How might we estimate the
cost of nuclear? By 2035, 50-60% of
the existing coal-fired fleet will very
likely have been retired, including
Vales Point B, Gladstone, Yalloum,
Bayswater and Eraring - all of which
will have passed 50 years old.

These five generators contribute
just over 10 gigawatts of capacity.
It’s probably not a coincidence that
the seven nuclear plants proposed by
Dutton would also contribute roughly
10 gigawatts in total if built.

Neither my team at Monash Uni-
versity nor the Australian Energy
Market Operator has run modelling
scenarios to delve into the details
of what might happen to electricity
prices under a high-uptake nuclear
scenario such as the one proposed by
the Coalition. That said, we can make
some broad assumptions based on a

metric known as the “levelised cost
of electricity”.

This value takes into account:

How much it costs to build a par-
ticular technology How long it takes
to build

The cost to operate the plant

Its lifetime

And very importantly, its capacity
factor.

Capacity factor is how much elec-
tricity a technology produces in real
life, compared with its theoretical
maximum output.

For example, a nuclear power sta-
tion would likely run at 90-95% of
its full capacity. A solar farm, on the
other hand, will run atjust 20-25% of
its maximum, primarily because it’s
night for half of the time, and cloudy
some ofthe time.

CSIRO recently published its
GenCost report, which outlines the
current and projected build and op-
erational costs for a range' of energy
technologies.

It reports that large-scale nuclear
generated electricity would cost be-
tween A$155 and $252 per megawatt-i
hour, falling* to between $136 and
$226 per megawatt-hour by 2040.

The report bases these costs on
recent projects in South Korea, but

doesn’t consider some other cases
where costs have blown out dramati-
cally.

The most obvious case is that of
Hinkley Point C nuclear plant in the
United Kingdom. This 3.2GW plant,
which'is being built by French com-
pany EDF, was recently reported to be
now costing around £34 billion (about
A$65 billion). That’s about A$20,000
per kilowatt.

CSIRO’s GenCost report assumed
a value of $8,655 per kilowatt for
nuclear, so the true levelised cost of
electricity ofnuclear power in Austra-
lia may end up being twice as expen-
sive as CSIRO has calculated.

Another factor not accounted for in
the GenCost assumptions is that Aus-
tralia does not have a nuclear industry.
Virtually all the niche expertise would
need to be imported.

And very large infrastructure proj-
ects have a nasty habit of blowing out
in cost - think of Snowy 2.0, Sydney’s
light rail project, and the West Gate
Tunnel in Victoria.

Reasons include higher local wag-
es, regulations and standards plus
aversion from lenders to risk that
increases cost of capital. These factors
would not bode well for nuclear.

In CSIRO’s GenCost report, the

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon square Rahu on your solar return chart. Itis going to be a very difficult
yearforyou which will bring mixed results. Money inflow wiH be continuous
and you will take investment related decisions wisely. You may even think
of selling your old property and buying a new one. But itwill be notan easy
decision.You will face problems atyourworkplace. There will be differences
ofopinion with your colleagues and they will refuse to see your point of view.
Even yourbosses will expecta lotfrom you and win not be satisfied with your
performance. Attimes you will have conflicts with them too. And you will face
stressful situations. But you need to remain calm and composed..

This week for you’

Artec: (March 21 « April 20) You are able to integrate forces, resources
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and professional aspects to achieve success in important
business ventures. With the expertise that you possess in
your field, you achieve goals and targets on time. This is an
exceptionally exciting time as challenging professional and
business opportunities are offered to you. Dee” personal
relations and business partnerships are likely to get closer.
Personal relationships gain a romantic ahd exiiting quality.
You could be impatient in love and relationshipsas you are
overflowing with energy.

Taurus: (April 21 mMay 21) You would be more accommodative and compas-
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sionate in professional and personal relationships. Friend-
ship, cooperation and synergy are available and you enjoy
the association of your loved ones. An opportunity for career
advancement, a promotion orgainful business opportunity may
be offered. even though possibilities and horizons open up,
you tend to think negatively and imagine the worst. You may
feel oppressed by too much work. Itis the besttime to share
and delegate work and notto carry the entire burdenyourself.
Guard against over indulgence in food, drink or work.

Gemini: (May 22+ June 21) You would be most successfully doing tasks that

M.

involve cooperation and team harmony. Emotional attachments
and relationships are rewarded with reciprocation. Some in-
teresting people are drawn to you and invite you to work with
them. Yourposition ofpowerand authority ismaintained despite
many changes all around. A new cycle begins with the old order
finishing as inner and outer changes are on the cards. Health
problems are resolved and your energy is restored.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)There isgood luck attending to material matters, as

thereis increase ofwealth and monetary gains. This isthe right
time to share your loving and personal relationships and share
thoughts and ideas and spend good time in the association
of your loved one. Practical details are to be dealt with clarity
and efficiently. You may be involved in meetings with business
associates as financial and business dealingswould bring good
results and gains. You can count on your professional and
personal partners, as they stand by you through thick and thin.
You will work in free and unrestricted space. Physical energy
and good health allow you to tackle busy schedules.

Leo- (Julv 23 - August 23) Your actions and emotions are balanced as you

JiT yy

bring more accuracy in yourwork area. Economy at home and
managem ent0fbusiness and work are importantissues ofthe
week. You connectwith newpeople and discussimportantbusi-
ness matters. Financial transactions and professional projects
go ahead smoothly with goodwill and profit. Your professional
skills, wisdom and craftare appreciated and fresh opportunities
for expansion are made available to you. Personal relations
are satisfying and you have plenty of affection and friendship
around you. You could be attracted to new people and ideas
as you are open and receptive. But you must conserve your
financial resources for priorities that have to be met at the end
ofthe week. You would be able to complete work assignments
and personal business with good energy and support.

vima- (Auaiift 24 mSeptember 22) The unpredictable is likely to happen that
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too When you least expect it. Surprises are in store for you
in professional and personal matters. It would be best to be
open and receptive in personal relations and family situations.
A flexible approach in the work area is recommended. New
people may come intoyourlifeand influenceyourdecisionsand
direction. Creative opportunities should not be ignored as itis

«

Sunday, June 23, 2024

likely to bring substantial professional material gain. While you
work on one projectanother suddenly gains more importance
and demands more attention. Afinancialwindfall is possible as
some dues come to you after a period of time. Don't be thrown
by new developments. You could be depleted of resources
and forces if you don’t manage them properly. Meditation and
spiritual pursuits can be rewarded and worth pursuing

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) This phase opens up a world of romance

&

and love in personal relations. You are gracious with family
and children. You would express yourself in a gracious and
exalted manner and influence people in authority. There
could be alteration in ideas or plans, increase anddecrease
infinances and fluctuation in business. You can be lead away
byenthusiasm unless careful inner balance ismaintained. Com-
mercial transactions and business deals could be conducted
effectively. Money matters take priority as some unexpected
expenditures have to be met. End of the phase brings fresh
energy, love and romance in important relationships.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) Good luck infinances and opportunities

is encouraging. You are likely to spend time in different places
and workclosely innew associations as you combine good luck
and good management. You share some memorable moments
withalovedone.Youwouldexpressyourviewsandcomments
without fear of losing a contract and manipMlate well to turn
things in your favor. Luxury shopping may make a hole into
your pocket but makes yourfamily happy and cheerful. Itwould
be good to say what you feel as you would be appreciated for
your honesty. You are restless and may incorporate changes
albeit small ones in your lifestyle and image.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)You are bold, courageous and

frank while dealing with controversial and professional matters.
You are likely to meet high profile people and share ideas and
spend some time intheir association. Awonderful professional
opportunity takes you towards success. Good planning and
management lead to progressive and productive ventures. A
chance meeting will lead to romance, tore and even a long
lasting relationship. You may take a short break before starting
on a new projectto renew your energy. You are able to achieve
a lotat home and at work with your youthful energy.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20) The planetary configuration indicates

iM oK
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that there is conflict within and discord outside. You may be
divided about business and professional matters and finally
come to terms on a compromise which might be the bestthing
to do atthistime. You may disagree on a pointofview with your
partnerbutthe love between you allows peace and acceptance.
Emotions and mood can swing to extremes and itis important
toachieve equilibrium. Itwould be wiserto face difficult people
and situations rather than escape as there would be victory
and success in professional ventures. Communications from
overseas are hopeful and exciting as business opportunities
are extended to you.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) You have the ability to stand alone. You

are independent, creative, original, ambitious, determined and
self-assured. Adopting a realistic, practical and disciplined
approach towards life would bring harmony at home. This
period proves to be good for the people in show business
and in a creative line. Professionally huge expenses as
well as financial gains from foreign business associates are
foretold. You would have good support from family members
and business associates. You feel touchy and sensitive with
your romantic partner.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20) You are generous with friends, and loving in

family situations. Your suave ways go down well with many.
You stand at crossroads while making an important decision
whether it is professional or personal. It would be better to
listen to our own good judgment and do what is good for
you especially as people around you could be judgmental
or manipulative. Do not forget to share your feelings with the
one who loves and cares for you. Your financial situation
looks promising if you manage it well personally rather than
trust upon others. A relaxed and light attitude would help to
overcome negative thoughts.

levelised cost of electricity produced
from coal is $100-200 per megawatt-
hour, ahd for gas it’s $120-160 per
megawatt-houf. Solar and wind energy
work out to be approximately $60 and
$90 per megawatt-hour, respectively.
Butit’snot a fair comparison, as wind
and solar are not “dispatchable” but

the same people).

But what about the impact on your
household energy bill? Well, here the
news is marginally better.

Typical retail tariffs are 25-30 cents
per kilowatt-hour, which is $250-300
per megawatt-hour. The largest com-

mponent of your energy bill is not the

are dependent on the availability o f’ cost, of generation of the electricity;

the resource.

When.you combine the cost of a
mix of wind apd solar energy and
storage, along with the cost of getting
the renewable energy into the grid,
renewables end up costing $100-120
per megawatt-hour, similar to coal.

Ifwe were to have a nuclear-based
system (supplemented by gas to meet
the higher demands in the mornings
and evenings), the costs would likely
be much higher - potentially as much
as three to four times if cost blowoyts
similar to Hinkley Point C were to
occur (assuming costs were passed on
.to electripfe jspQSumers. Athep-vjse,

‘taxpayers imgeraecal weuld biearjthe.

burden. Either way, it’s more or less

rather, it’s the cost o fgetting the power
from the power stations to your home
or business. (

In very approximate terms, this is
made up ofthe market average costs of
generation, transmission and distribu-
tion, as well as retailer margin and other
minor costs. The transmission and dis-
tribution costs will not be significantly
different under the nuclear scenario
compared with the current system.
And the additional transmission costs
associated with the more distributed
nature of renewables (meaning these
renewable projects are! all over the
country) is iocjjided in the,estate,

i According «to roy-hsok-iofrtha-

envelope calculations, your retail tariff. Conversation) .

The 3.2 mn-yr-old
revelation about

By Stacy Keltner

ifty years ago, scientists dis-
I:covered a nearly complete

fossilized skull and hundreds
of pieces of bone of a 3.2-million-
year-old female specimen ofthe genus
Australopithecus afarensis, often
described as™the mother of us all.”
During a celebration following her
discovery, she was named "Lucy,"
after the Beatles song "Lucy in the
Sky with Diamonds.” Though Lucy
has solved some evolutionary riddles,
her appearance remains an ancestral
secret. Popular renderings dress her
in thick, reddish-brown fur, with her
face, hands, feet and breasts peeking
out of denser thickets. This hairy
picture of Lucy, it turns out, might be
wrong. Technological advancements
in genetic analysis suggest that Lucy
may have been naked, or at leastmuch
more thinly veiled.

According to the co-evolutionary
tale of humans and their lice, our
immediate ancestors lost most of
their body fur 3 to 4 million years
ago and did not don clothing until
83,000 to 170,000 years ago. That
means that for over 2.5 million years,
early humans and their ancestors were
simply naked. As a philosopher, I'm
interested in how modem culture in-
fluences representations of the past.
And the way Lucy has been depicted
in newspapers, textbooks and muse-
ums may reveal more about us than it
says about her.

FROM NUDITY TO SHAME

The loss of body hair in early
humans was likely influenced by a
combination of factors, including
thermoregulation, delayed physi-
ological development, attracting
sexual partners and warding off
parasites. Environmental, social and
cultural factors may have encouraged
the eventual adoption of clothing.

Both areas of research - of when
and why hominins shed their body
hair and when and why they eventu-
ally got dressed - emphasize the sheer
size ofthe brain, which takes years to
nurture and requires a disproportion-
ate amount of energy to sustain rela-
tive to other parts of the body.

Because human babies require a
long period of care before they can
survive on their own, evolutionary

interdisciplinary researchers have
theorized that early humans adopted
the strategy of pair bonding - a man
and awoman partnering after forming a
strong affinity for one another. By work-
ing together, the two can more easily
manage years of parental care.

Pair bonding, however, comes with
risks. Because humans are social and
live in large groups, they are bound
to be tempted to break the pact ofmo-
nogamy* which would make it harder
to raise children. " '

Some mechanism was needed to
secure the social-sexual pact. That
mechanism was likely shame.

In the documentary "What's the
Problem with Nudity?" evolutionary
anthropologist Daniel M.T. Fessler
explains the evolution of shame:
"The human body is a supreme sexual
advertisement. Nudity is a threat to
the basic social contract, because jt
is an invitation to defection. Shame
encourages us to stay faithful to our
partners and share the responsibility
of bringing up our children.” Bound-
aries between body and world

Humans, aptly described as "naked
apes,” are unique for their lack of fur
and systematic adoption of clothing.
Only by banning nudity did "naked-
ness" become a reality.

As human civilization developed,
measures must have been put in place
to enforce the social contract - puni-
tive penalties, laws, social dictates -
especially with respect to women.

That's how shame's relationship
to human nudity was born. To be
naked is to break social norms and
regulations. Therefore, you're prone
to feeling ashamed. What counts as
naked in one context, however, may
not in another. Bare ankles in Victo-
rian England, for example, excited
scandal. Today, bare tops on a French
Mediterranean beach are ordinary.

When it comes to nudity, art
doesn't necessarily imitate life.

In his critique of the European
oil painting tradition, art critic John
Berger distinguishes between na-
kedness — "being oneself' without
clothes — and "the nude," an art form
that transforms the naked body of a
woman into a pleasurable spectacle
for men. Feminist critics such as Ruth
Barcan complicated Berger's distinc-
tion between nakedness and the nude,
insisting that nakedness is already
shaped by idealized representations.

uld a switch to nuclear affect electricity

under the nuclear scenario could.be
40-50c per kilowatt-hour. y*f
But if you are a large enei’f
consumer such as an aluminitefi
smelter, you pay considerably lesS
per kilowatt-hour as you dont .iricvfj:
the same network or retailer costs (but
the cost of generating electricity iiitie
first place makes up a much biggfer
proportion of the total cost). *
So if the cost of electricity gen8rgh
tion soars, this hypotheticalalum inj”
smelter’s energy costs will soar too:
This would be a severe cost burden
on Australian industry that has’ tra-
ditionally relied on theap electricity
(although it’sbeen awhile since
tricity could be described as cheaf”
A likely increase in energy costst
In summary, in a free markeft*3t
is very unlikely nuclear could;;»
competitive. But if a future Coalitioyi
governmentwere to bring nuclear Mto
the mix, energy costs for residejrtjar
and “especially industrial cus$i$»-
* ers yjopld v~ry likely increase, (tfte

EEI

In "Nudity: A Gultural Anatoir$*
Barcan demonstrates how nakedftgss
: is not a neutral state but is laden with
meaning and expectations. She'de-
scribes "feeling naked" as "the heigra*
ened perception of temperature sAd
air movement, the loss ofthe familiar
boundary between body and world,- &
well asthe effects ofthe actual gaz"CHf
others" or ".the internalized gaze
imagined other.” Nakedness can elfijft
a spectrum of feelings - from ero$-
cism and intimacy to vulnerability
fear and shame: But there is no such
thing as nakedness outside of sodlal
norms and cultural practices. Jx

LUCY’SVEILS

Regardless of her fur's density,
then, Lucy was not naked. ;

But just as the nude is a kind~6f
dress, Lucy, since her discovery, his
been presented in ways that reflect
historical' assumptions about mdth-
erhood and the nuclear family. Ffor
example, Lucy is depicted alone with
a male companion or with a metle
companion and children. Her facial
expressions are warm and content'.or
protective, reflecting idealized images
of motherhood. M

The modem quest to visualize bur
distant ancestors has been critiqued as
a sort of "erotic fantasy science,” ih
which scientists attempt to fill inll|p
blanks ofthe past based on their own
assumptions about women, men and
their relationships to one another. In
their 2021 article "Visual Depictitfjns
of Our Evolutionary Past," an int”
disciplinary team ofresearchers tried
a different approach. They detail their
own reconstruction ofthe Lucy fossil,
bringing into relieftheir methods, the
relationship between art and sciencie,
and decisions made to supplement
gap's in scientific knowledge.

The veiled Lucy speaks to the
complex relationships among nudity,
covering, sex and shame. But it also
casts Lucy as a veiled virgin, a figure
revered for sexual "purity.” And yet i
can't help but imagine Lucy beyoHji
the cloth, a Lucy neither in the 8ky
with diamonds nor frozen in maternal
idealization - a Lucy going "Apediilj
over the veils thrown over her, a Lucy
who might find herself compelled te
wear a Guerrilla Girls mask, if any-
thing at all. (The conversation)  »

The author is Professor o fPhiloso-

phy at Kennesaw State University

*>
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is a sense ofrespect toward others. ”

—Dalai Lama

The Shillong Times

Vol NosLXVI No. 313

SHILLONG, MONDAY, JUNE 24,2024

Hindujas and justice

A developed nation is materially different from an
under-developed one. In several cases, the differ-
ence could be as vast as the distance between the
South Pole and the North Pole. So too with the
justice dispensation systems in the developed West
and in India. India remains a chaotic democracy
with its loose systems that appears to worsen by
the day, thanks to poor governance.

Take, for instance; the verdict passed by a Swiss
court in Geneva, Switzerland, this past week, Qn
Indian-born Hindujas, Britain’s wealthiest family
with assets of nearly $50 billion. The court has
sentenced four ofthe family members, including
two women, forjail terms of four or more years
on charges that they maltreated four domestic
servants brought from native India. Charges were
that they paid a pittance as salary, confined them to
the home for Igng periods without allowing them
movement, etc. A question that arises is, whether
any prominent individual or family in this coun-
try ever faced such court verdicts even for worse
crimes. Juxtapose this query with complaints that
the justice dispensation systems - including the
police and courts - impose their weight solely
on the poor, the disadvantaged, the weak and the
powerless. This is the irony ofthe situation. India
.has all the laws but hardly ever are high-profile
individuals, be they businessmen, bureaucrats or
politicians, sentenced to jail terms. Exceptions
were a few like Lalu Prasad Yadav, who too spent
most ofhisjail term in “hospitals” - a euphemism
for a luxurious living for a convict outside of
prison cells. The overall scenario had never been
good, arjd it worsened in the last 10 years of the
Narendra Modi-led NDA government’s term.

The central enforcement agencies, including the
ED, the CBI, the Vigilance, Anti-Corruption wings
and the police drag‘investigations'to hopelessly
long terms while corrupt officials make hay and
delay or even deflect the course ofjustice. Courts
keep arguing cases for long, years, and in the
end, punishment is often the first casualty. Entire
governmental systems are getting more and more
corrupt, ineffective; and like Nero, those who run
die government at the apex look the other way.
They do not treat it as their business to set things
right. The beginning ofthe 1990s saw economic
reforms, which ended the socialist raj, and the

national economy started growing faster.

This

should have been followed by reforms in other
sectors, butvery little has happened otherthan the
market reforms in the name of GST. Labour laws
are not followed and no one dares complain. The
ten years ofthe Modi government is noted for an
absence of concerted actions on multiple fronts
other than the infrastructure sector. Winning an
election by itself cannot entitle a dispensation
to a “good-service entry” in the performance

records.

1.dli'i-s to the I-(litor

Why is Lokayukta
unable to conduct
aproper exam?

Editor,

I am writing to express
my deep disappointment
and outrage over the recent
examination conducted by
the Meghalaya Lokayukta
for the post of peon, which
took place on June 15,2024.
The level of incompetence
displayed in this process is
staggering and raises serious
concerns about the integrity
of the Lokayukta - an in-
stitution entrusted with the
critical task of eradicating
corruption in state govern-
ment organizations.

The admit cards issued
for this examination clearly
stated that the test would be
an aptitude test. However,
the candidates were blind-
sided whep the actual ex-
amination consisted solely of
general knowledge and cur-
rent affairs questions. This
blatant discrepancy not only
confuses the candidates but
also undermines the credibil-
ity of the entire recruitment
process. Furthermore, the de-
cision to collect the question
papers after the examination
is highly suspicious and adds
to the growing concerns
about the transparency of
the process.

The substandard quality
ofthe questions posed in the
exam is yet another testa-
mentto the gross negligence
on the part ofthe Lokayukta
officials. One would expect
an institution ofsuch prestige
to conduct a fair and rigorous

examination. Instead, what
we witnessed was a poorly
managed process that reflects
a lack of seriousness and ac-
countability.

Adding insult to injury,
a notification was published
in The Shillong Times on
June 21, 2024, announcing
the cancellation ofthe exam.
This abrupt decision is the
final nail in the coffin of an
already disastrous process. It
isreminiscent ofthe ongoing
fiascos with the NEET and
NET exams, causing further
disillusioniiient among the
candidates.

It is high time the officials
responsible for this debacle
come out of their shells and
provide a clear and honest
explanation for their careless
actions. The citizens of Me-
ghalaya deserve better from
the Lokayukta. The trust
placed in this institution is
paramount, and such blatant
mismanagement severely
undermines it.

I urge the concerned au-
thorities to take immedi-
ate corrective'measures and
ensure that such incidents
do not recur. Transparency,
accountability, and adher-
ence to proper procedures
are the need of the hour. The
Lokayukta must restore its
credibility and fulfil its duty
to the people of Meghalaya.

Yours etc.,
R Sarki
* Shillong

Irresponsible
driving

Editor,

1 wish to bring to the

Khasi Language: Challenges
beyond the 8th Schedule

There is so much talk
about the Khasi language get-
ting recognition under the 8th
Schedule ofthe Constitution.
Getting the necessary recog-
nition is one thing, but is that
all? Apart from not getting
the necessary recognition,
promoting this ancient lan-
guage has other challenges.
In fact, there are challenges in
promoting the language even
among its speakers.

Fined for Using English Terms
While Speaking in Khasi
One of the music videos

that went viral in the last few

months is a humorous one
titled "Shah Phafi San Tyn-

; gka,"” which literally means

"fined five rupees.” The aptly
titled video was made by re-
nowned musicians from the

West Khasi Hills, including

Jophas Thongni, Desmond

R. Sunn, and Damian Jyrwa,
and it is about atrip they took
from Nongstoin to Shillong.

The video is not about the

trip per se hut about what

happened during the long

; journey.

The music video tells
a story about the horrible
journey the travelers took in
the summer of 2008 when
the road to Nongstoin was
in terrible condition, and it
took them an awfully Jong

; time to reach their desti-

nation. To while away the

time, (they decided to play
a game challenging each
other to speak Khasi cor-

I rectly. The competition was

| to see if there was anyone

| among them who could speak

. Khasi without using English

I or Khasi-adapted English

; words (if there is such a

| thing). Can we really speak

Khasi without using a single
English word? That was
the challenge. At the end of
the journey, everybody was
fined because each and every
oiie of them used English or
Khasi-adapted English words
I'while conversing.
| Borrowing Words
in the Past
Sure we must have lived
on these hills for. a long time
at one point or another; we
must have interacted with
the plains people so it is no
surprise that we borrowed
words from the language of
our neighbours. A few words
that one can mention are
terms like "Dorbar from Dar-

:bar,"” "Rong" from "Rang,"

I'and even "Raij" or "raid" is

; obviously borrowed. "Nurok

ka ksew" from "Narak,"

i "kharai" from "Khadai,"

| "tala” for lock, "poisa” from

1 "paisa,” and there are dozens

of words we borrowed from

: the languages our neighbours

in the plains, who inturn bor-

notice of the public and the
authorities about the rash
driving of some two- wheeler
drivers. On June 20, after-
noon, an elderly gentleman,
while crossing the road just
near the St. Edmund's small
gate, was hit by a speeding
scooter bearing the driver
anti a small child who had
clearly been picked up from
his school. Ifthe scooter had
been moving at a safe speed,
it could have easily braked
or swerved to avoid hitting
the person but coming at
such a high speed it was
impossible to do so and the
gentleman was hit head on.
The. scooter skidded on the
road for quite a distance and
itwas amiracle that the child
on the scooter, though he fell,
did not suffer any injuries at
all and‘the helmet he had on
must have protected him.
Thankfully the elderly
gentlemen, though badly
battered, did not suffer major
injuries. This is a request
to. all those parents whose
children are picked up by
two wheelers from schools
to strongly drill into the heads
of their two wheeler drivers
that they are not on a racing
track and their prime duty
is to see that the child gets
back home safe and sound.
Moving at a safe speed will
guarantee that safety ma-
noeuvres can be taken if an
emergency should arise oth-
erwise children's lives are put
on the line if a speed lunatic
is at the steering. Concerned
parents please take heed.
Asking the authorities to
so something about these
speedsters seems pointless as

ByHHMohrmen

rowed from Urdu. Hindi too
is not a pure language.

At a later period of time,
we interacted with the British
and we started borrowing
words from English, which
we sometimes adapted to
make them sound like Khasi
words. A few examples of
words in this category are
"Ketli" from Tcettle, "stay-
ring" from steering, "Kiar"
from gear, "tiphin" from
Tiffin, and "huk" from hook.
The accepted term for elec-
tion in Khasi is "ilekshon,"
pronounce’d as we spell the
term in Khasi. There are
many more such examples
of foreign words or terms
borrowed from other cultures
and used in Khasi.

The reason we borrow
words from other cultures
is that the items or ideas we
encountered were foreign,
heijce new to our culture. Be-
cause the terms or ideas,,are
alien to our culture, we have
no words for them and thus
have to borrow the words
from the culture that the'
items or ideas came from.
The problem is ifwe continu-
ously borrow words or terms
from other languages, there
will come a time when the
language will be flooded with
foreign words or terms.
Writing the Khasi Dialects

To this day, there is ap-
prehension in some sections
of society against writing
the different Khasi dialects.
There is fear that if people
start writing in their respec-
tive dialects, itwill adversely
impact the commonly ac-
cepted Sohra form of the
Khasi language which is
generally used for writing
and speaking. There is a fear
that if people start writing
ip their dialects, it will cre-
ate fissures between people,
which will ultimately lead to
divis®rjliunthe:

terms from the borrowed
language when we already
have "lujnang" in Pnar, which
means' hook and lock at the
same time. This happens
because we do not look for
words or terms that are avail-
able in the dialect

If we use words from
other dialects, it will help
enrich the spoken or writ-
ten Khasi Sohra language.
For example, for "itkhmih,"
which means mirror, the
same is called "ksi Ab" in
Pnar. The term for egg is
very interesting; in Khasi,
"kaPylleng" is also known as
"kaLalun," "kaHunsyi," and
"ka Thmat" in the War Amwi
dialect. So if we take all the
dialects into consideration,
we have four terms for.egg.
In Khasi, we do not have an
equivalent word to translate
boomerang, but in Pnar, it
is known as "ka Lapakhot.”
Similarly, for pan or betel
leaf, we have "Tympew" in
Khasi, "Pathi/Pathai" in Pnar
and War, and "Lakor" in War
Khasi. The War Khasi also
provides us with an alterna-
tive for truth “Chynnam”
“kajingshisha” in Khasi and
also for "Nongshohnoh,"
and the word is "Sam-at." |
do not find a word for slow
loris in Khasi Sohra, but
in War Jaintia, it is known
as "Khaprang." Nepenthes
Khasiana is known as "Tiew
rakot" in Khasi, but in Pnar,
it isknown as "syntu tymmoh
phare;" The pointis, ifwe are
open to using terms or words
from other dialects, we hav.e
ample alternatives from our
own language.

Writing the' dialects will
help enrich the spoken Khasi
Sohra language and at the
same time, it will strengthen
and sustain the dialects spo-
ken by the people inthe dif-
ferent regions ofthe state. In

may ffveffBad to comifitHiSf "Ifie Khasi Authors’ Society,

hatred.

The Khasi language is
fortunate in that it has many
dialects, which include War
Jaintia/Amwi, Pnar, Bhoi,
Maram, and War Khasi,
which people who live in
different regions of the state
still speak. The dialects are
still being spoken by their
respective speakers, so what
is tiie issue of putting it into
writing?

In the past, when words
and terms were borrowed
from other languages, there
was no efforfto see if there
was already an alternative in
the different Khasi dialects.
We replaced "hook" and
"tala" by using the same

they seem totally helpless at
controlling these maniacs.

*Yours etc.,

* D. M. Pariat,

Shillong.

Rising inequality
a critical factor

Editor,

Rising inequality is the
most pressing problem India
is facing now. The French
economist, Thomas Piketty
and others observed, "The
Billionaire Raj headed by
India's modem bourgeoisie
is now more unequal than
the British Raj headed by the
colonialist forces." Remedial
measures need to be taken
without delay. But what is
striking is that even a discus-
sion for wealth distribution to
cure inequality has become a
dreaded topic.

When Sam Pitroda sug-
gested inheritance tax, pre-
vailing in welfare countries
like the United States, as one
of the ways to achieve the
much needed wealth redis-
tribution, the Prime Minister
attacked it saying that the
mangalsutras of women and
the home of common people
would be robbed. Interest-
ingly, no political party sup-
ported Sam Pitroda's views.

Inequality not only dam-
ages the concept of 'govern-
ment for the people' but also
hampers the development
of human resources and the
growth ofthe market as well.
W6 know that modem wel-
fare states rely more on direct
taxes like income tax, prop-
erty tax, inheritance tax etc.

Dr. D.R. Nonglait, the presi-
dent ofthe organization, was
open to the idea of putting
the different Khasi dialects
into writing, However, writ-
ing the dialects also presents
many challenges, and one
very obvious challenge is the
alphabets.

Challenge of Writing

Different Dialects

The first and immedi-
ate challenge of putting the
dialects into writing is the
fact that the present Khasi
alphiabet that we have are
not enough because they do
not represent some of the
sounds spoken in some of
the dialects. For example,
to write Pnar, we have some

to control inequality.

Thomas Piketty has aptly
called progressive inheritance
taxes tile "second major fiscal
innovation ofthe twentieth
century,” after progressive
income taxes. Inheritance tax
is 55 per centin Japan, 50 per
cent in South Korea, 45 per
cent in France, 40 per cent
in the USA and the UK, 34
per cent in Spain, 33 per cent
in Ireland, and 30 per cent
in Belgium and Germany.
Those countries spend the
money to ensure that every
citizen gets quality health
care and quality education.

Unfortunately, we fol-
low an indirect tax.regime
in a country where rising
inequality is a pain in the
neck. In India, the poorest
ofthe poor have to cough up
a substantial amount and an
equal amount of indirect tax
as their creamy counterparts
when they are to buy any-
thing from saltto slippers and
from food to medicine.

As a matter of fact, if we
calculate the percentage of
indirecttax paymenton one's
total income, we will see that
apoor man's contribution to
tax and tax related expendi-
tures is more than any rich
person. This is because a poor
person has to spend all his
money to buy essential items
and thus has to pay GST. A
poor person's contribution
towards GST in proportion
to her or his income is natu-
rally higherthan that ofarich
person.

While directtaxes depend
on the taxpayers' ability to
pay, indirect taxes are blind
to the economic status of the

sounds like ‘ae’ and ‘chi,’
which are not represented
by any of the alphabets used
in Khasi now. "Ae" is used
in words like "alae," which
means come, and "chi" isused
in "chiboon," which means
many. Perhaps to write "ae"
in Pnar, we do not need to
include another alphabet; just
combining the two existing
alphabets ‘a” and ‘e’ will be
sufficient. However, there is
no representation of "chi" in
the li$t of existing alphabets.
We also need a representation
of another sound if we are to
write in War Jafitia, and that is
the ‘gj’ sound, which is used
in "gji" as in cooked rice or
"ja" in Khasi and "gjiang,"
which means uncle or Ma
in Pnar.

I believe it is important
to write the different dialects
because they are like streams
that can feed the river, which
is the common Khasi lan-
guage used by all. The com-
mon Sohra Khasi is like a
bridge that connects all the
people of the same ethnic
identity.

invasion of Western

Culture

The world is changing,
and everything is changing
at a very fast pace. People
are bombarded with words,
terms, and even ideas that
are new and have no repre-.
sentation in our vocabulary.
In other words, there is an
invasion of terminologies
and words from all directions
that are alien to the culture.
For fxample, we use chairs
and tables and no longer use
"lyngknot" or "mula." The
gas stove is replacing "dpei,"
heater “chawla” and the mixer
and grinder are replacing
"maw jingshoh" or "thlong."
When traditional utensils
or tools are no longer used,
the terms also die with the
changes. New tools that we
are using also find no transla-
tion. For example, for mobile

phones, we simply write, i

"mobai,f or USB is UTSB,
laptop is laptop, and itis only
for computer that | was able
to come up with "korputar."
The challenge is there are
going to be many more new
terms, even in English, like
artificial intelligence, cloud
computing, data science,
and agroecology to name a
few. The question is, how
are we going to counter this
invasion?
No readership for Khasi

The biggest challenge is
the lack of interest among
the people in reading Khasi
books. Ask any author, and
they will tell you that one
writes out of love for the lan-
guage only, That is the crux
ofthe problem.

taxpayers. Inthis way, indirect
taxes hit the poor the hardest.
Direct taxes are an equitable
way to fill the State's coffers.
GST can Only exist on luxury
goods. But essential items
from food to medicine should
have zero tax.

Economists have pre-
scribed restructuring the tax
policies for both income and
wealth as well as a broad-
based public investment in
health, education and nutri-
tion. They said that a "super-
tax" of 2 per cent on the net
wealth of the 167 wealthiest
families in 2022-23 would
yield 0.5 per cent of the na-
tional income in revenues-and
create valuable fiscal space to
facilitate such investments.

Contrary to the prescrip-
tion to levy more tax on the
super-rich, write-off of huge
amounts of bank loans has
been done for some rich
businessmen.

*When there is zero, in-
heritance tax in India, the
super-rich must at least pay
a handsome percentage of
income tax like their western
counterparts. But the rate of
income tax for those who
earn in one financial year
above 5 crores is reduced
from 42.74% to 39% under
the new tax regime from 1st
April 2023.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Letters to the Editor musthave
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only tetters with the requisite
dtfails will be published.

Escalating tension between Bangladesh..
Myanmar threatens regional -stability

Hostile actions jeopardise
maritime activities of
local communities

By Tajul Islam

The recent provocations
by Myanmar in the Bay of
Bengal have significantly
escalated tensions between
Myanmar and Bangladesh,
threatening regional stability
and security. Reports indicate
that Myanmar has been en-
gaging in aggressive actions
against'Bangladeshi vessels
operating in the Teknaf and
St Martin’s sea lanes. This
article examines the current
situation, its historical con-
text, and the broader impli-
cations for regional security,
while also addressing the
critical issue ofthe Rohingya
refugees in Bangladesh.

For several days, Myan-
mar has reportedly been
shooting at trawlers and other
vessels in the maritime areas
of Teknaf and St Martin’s
Island. These hostile actions,
believed to be carried out by
Myanmar trawlers and gun-
boats, have illegally crossed
into Bangladeshi waters.
This situation has. caused
significant fear and disrup-
tion for the local population
and vessel operators.

The aggressive actions
have had a profound impact
on the local communities,
particularly those depen-
dent on maritime, activi-
ties. Speedboat owner Syed
Alam described a harrowing
incident wherelhis vessel,
carrying a sick patient, was
fired upon nearthe Myanmar
border. Despite the attack,
the speedboat managed to
reach Saint Martin’s safely.
Alam noted the presence of
Myanmar army ships nearby,
suggesting thatjunta soldiers
might be behind the attacks.

Residents of Saint Mar-
titfS Isytffd, like Atani W®
living in extreme fear. The

lack of patrolling by the .

Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) or Coast Guard in
the areasexacerbates tfieir
insecurity. The potential for
a sudden invasion by junta
soldiers looms large, further
destabilizing the region.
«Compounding the crisis
is the issue of the Rohingya
refugees. Since August 2017,
over 1.20 million mostly
Muslim Rohingyas have
taken refuge in Bangladesh,
fleeing the violence between
Myanmar forces- and the
Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA). The ARSA,

a militant group involved in '

transnational drugs, weap-
ons, and human trafficking,
poses a significant security
threat-

Myanmar’s secretservices
have reportedly been recruit-
ing and training a section of
the Rohingyas, providing
them with military training,
including commando and
suicide attack training. The
objective appears to be to le-
verage these trained individu-
als in any potential conflict
with Bangladesh. This tactic
adds a dangerous new dimen-
sion to the already complex
and volatile situation.

The presence of Rohing-
yas in Bangladesh has also
raised alarms over interna-
tional terrorism. Numer-
ous sources indicate that
terrorist outfits such as Al-
Qaeda, ISIS, Hezbollah,
Hamas, Lashkar-e-Taiba,.
and others are infiltrat-
ing the Rohingya camps.
These groups are recruiting
individuals for terrorist and
jihadist activities, posing a
serious threat to regional and
global security.

The Rohingya camps have
become hotspots for drug
peddling, arms trafficking,
and human trafficking. The
infiltration of international
terrorist organizations into
these camps has exacerbated
the security situation, making
it more challenging for Ban-
gladesh to maintain stability
and safety.

According to recent re-
ports, around 45,000 Roh-
ingyas are currently waiting
on the Naf River, hoping to
infiltrate Bangladesh. Addi-
tionally, many are attempting
to enter India through sea

routes and human trafficking
networks. This movement is
notjust ahumanitarian issue
butalso a significant security
concern.

Indian intelligence agen-
cies have warned o fPakistani,
spy agency ISI’s involve-
ment in training Rohingyas,
using groups like Jamaat-ul
Mujahideen Bangladesh-
(JMB) to facilitate this train-
ing. The fear is that these
trained militants will b?
used to create instability in
India, adding another layer
ofcomplexity to the regional
security dynamics.

The tensions between
Myanmar and Bangladesh

. over maritime boundaries

are not nelv. THe Interna- .

tional Tribunal for the Law *

of the Sea (ITLOS) deliv-
ered a judgment in March
2012, confirming that Saint
Martin’s Island is entitled to
a territorial sea, continental
shelf, and Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ) as part
ofBangladesh; Despite this
clear legal status, Myail*
mar’s recent actions suggest
a disregard for international
law and norms. L>L -

Domestically, political
factions in Bangladesh are
also leveraging the situation.
Members ofthe Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
and Jamaat-e-Islami are
propagating narratives that
question the government’s
handling of the maritime
boundary issues. They argue
that the current govern-
ment’s focus on maritime
claims has left Saint Mar-
tin’s Island vulnerable to
Myanmar’s advances. . ;

These political narrative”
:combined with the actiyejft-
Vplvement of pro-Caliphate
and anti-democracy groups
like Hefazat-e-Islam, fur-
ther complicate the internal
security situation. These
groups are reportedly fund-
ing and supporting Roh-
ingya militants to create
instability in Bangladesh
and India.

On the security front,
increasing patrols by the

BGB and Coast Guard in m

vulnerable areas like Saint
Martin’s Island is crucial.
Enhancedsurveillance and
intelligence-sharing with
neighbouring countries,
especially India, can!help

in tracking and countering *

the movement of militants
and traffickers.

While addressing the
immediate security threats
posed by Myanmar’s ag-
gression, Bangladesh must
also tackle the long-tfrm
issue ofthe Rohingya refu-
gees. The presence of over
1.20 million Rohingyas
in Bangladesh has cre-
ated significant economic!
social, and security chal-
lenges. The international
community has largely
failed to provide a sustain-
able solution to this crisis,
leaving Bangladesh to bear
the burden.

The initial decision to
shelter the Rohingyas was
driven by humanitarian
considerations. However,
the situation has evoked,
and the prolonged presence
of the Rohingyas is now a
significant burden. The hu-
manitarian approach, while
noble, mustbe balanced with
pragmatic national interests.
Bangladesh cannot afford
to let the Rohiirgya issue
undermine its security and
development.

The current situation in
the Bay of Bengal, marked

by Myanmar’s aggression \

and the complex security .
challenges poised by the
Rohingya crisis, requires
a multi-faceted response.
Bangladesh must navigate
these challenges with a
combination of diplomatic
finesse and robust security
measures. The international
community also has a role
to play in supporting Ban-
gladesh’s efforts to maintain .
regional stability and secu-
rity. (IPA Service)
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Cleanliness the core of tourism
TOURISM is becoming Meghalaya’s prime
livelihood generator. The burgeoning number
ofhomestays and guest houses and the sold-out
hotel rooms particularly in Sohra are testimony
to this tourism boom but what ofthe cleanliness
quotient? Beyond Shillong there is no waste
management system hence all the homestays
are burning the garbage which creates environ-
mental pollution and is bad for the residents
in the surrounding areas. The State Tourism
Department needs to give serious thought to
this grave issue which threatens to overwhelm
the state and turn every comer into a garbage
dump. The whole length of road on both sides
of the Umiam Bridge currently undergoing a
makeover has turned into ajunkyard. Is it not
time for the Tourism Department to also have a
policing system for polluters?

Recently the Tourism Department unveiled
some major tourism plans around the Umiam
Lake. That’s a brilliant initiative as it will create
a bagful of livelihood opportunities but before
that there has t0 be a robust stakeholders’ meet
so that the local leaders are involved in ensur-
ing that another tourism destination does not
become a dumping yard for more garbage. The
people ofvillages around the Umiam are already
waging a losing battle with garbage-coming from

the rivers of Shillong.

The unfortunate part about governance is that
those heading the Departments move around
in stultified atmospheres and don’t travel as
ordinary citizens minus the VIP status to wit-
ness the ground situation and.unlearn what they
have been doing as a matter of routine in their
offices and making policies without first testing
.their ideas on the ground. The selling point for
Meghalaya are its natural landscapes but if each
tourist spot is littered with plastics and broken
beer bottles among other forms ofdiscards then
itbecomes an eyesore forresponsible travellers.
In fact, the Tourism Department should tie up
with public institutions like the Dorbar Shnong
or the youth and women’s groups in the respec-
tive villages to ensure that supervision and
implementation ofdo's and don'ts around tourist
spots are meticulously enforced.

In the Riwar areas such as Nohwet, there
are NGOs and individuals that conduct regu-
lar cleaning drives around their tourist spots.
They involve children in these weekly cleaning
drives. Such NGOs and individuals should be
recognised and their work modelled as part of
making tourism a sustainable venture. Without
these environmental Warriors the tourist sites
would have been in a complete mess. Among
hoteliers only the Jiva Hospitality Group has
demonstrated its commitment to uphold the
values of environmental care by regularly
cleaning the areas around downtown Shillong
apart from maintaining the trees and flowers in
the roundabout. If every hotelier were to take
responsibility for one area of the city so much
could have been achieved in terms of keeping
the city of Shillong clean.

Government is not the repository of all wis-
dom. Consultation with the local populace pays
more dividends than employing consultants.
Also, its time to create posts of tourist inspec-
tors. Inspection, supervision and penalties are

needed to ensure tourism does not boomerang.

Iliters Il the Kditor

Road repairing
atMES-Rynjah

Editor,’

The road repairing work
between the MES to Rynjah
road started on May 1,2024
and the time for completion
was by the end of May 2024.
However, till date there is
no sign ofcompletion of the
road repairing work and the
pace of the work seems like
it will take a year. Commut-
ers are facing a lot of trouble
going to NEIGRIHMS and
other destinations via this
MES route. The alternate
route through Laitumkrah
point is heavy with traffic
and causes unnecessary ve-
hicle congestion and delay
in movement. We request
for expeditious completion
of this strategic road,

Yours etc.,
Prof. S P Dash,
Shillong

Wanted
a cleaner
Shillong

Editor,

Shillong is a beautiful
landscape but dirty and un-
kempt. | vividly remember
that two to three days before
the G20 Meeting in Shillong,
there was a 24/7 cleaning
drive by the Government
machinery. There was white-
washing, painting, road
signage, weeding, road re-
pairs, plastics collection
etc. Shillong really looked
beautiful and clean wherever
the dignitaries had meetings
or visited Shillong. That’s

Reservation policy in Meghalaya: A
perspective on equality of opportunity Time for ‘Pariksha
PeCharcba’

By Dr. BrajeshKumar Tiwari

Reservation is a consti-
tutional mandate aimed at
ensuring representation for
historically marginalized
groups in various domains
such as education, employ-
ment, government initiatives,
scholarships, and politics.
The provision stipulates that
the extent of reservation must
be commensurate with the
population and representation
of these groups, adhering to
the constitutional maximum
of 50 percent. Additionally,
it mandates that reserva-
tions are contingent upon
the presence of qualified and
eligible candidates from these
groups, thereby maintaining
performance standards and
quality.

Since achieving statehood,
Meghalaya has adopted a
reservation policy based on
a 40:40:5:15 formula. This
allocates 40% of state service
vacancies to the Khasi-Jaintia
tribe, another 40% to the Garo
tribe, and the remaining 20%
to other groups. Nonethe-
less, this policy faces,several
challenges and limitations
that compromise its effective-
ness and fairness. A notable
concern with the policy is
that it does not fully align
with the state’s demographic
distribution; the 2011 census
indicates that Khasi-Jaintia
tribes constitute 46% of the
population, while Garo tribes
represent about 31%. Hence,
Khasi-Jaintia tribes appear
somewhat under-represented
and Garo tribes somewhat
over-represented when com-
pared to their respective pop-
ulation sizes.

This imbalance has led
to feelings among some that
there is lack ofequitable rec-
ognition and allocation within
the state. Another problem
is that there are serious al-
legations that the policy has
been violated and manipu-
lated by some officials and
politicians who favour certain
communities or individuals
over others. There have beeti
cases ofcorruption, nepotism,
political interference, and
violation of rules and norms
in the implementation of the
Reservation Policy. Some
groups 'feel they are denied
a fair chance or merit-based
selection in the recruitment or
admission process. They also
feel that the Policy is being
misused and abused by some
groups that benefit from it at
their expense.

A less discussed but signif-
icant drawback of the policy
is that it ignores the dispari-
ties and underdevelopment
among various regions of
the state. In other words, the
reservation policy is based
largely on caste/tribe identi-
ties with little consideration
for the social and economic
factors. There are variations
in the level of backwardness
and development among dif-
ferent regions and sections
within the Khasi-Jaintia and
Garo tribes.

For instance, some ar-
eas have higher poverty,
illiteracy and unemployment
rates than others. Some sec-
tions have lower social and
economic status than others.
Some regions have less ac-
cess to basic amenities and
infrastructure than others.
The policy does not take into
account these differences and
treats all members of a tribe
as a homogeneous group.
Such members of the com-
munity despite being more
disadvantaged or marginal-
ized than others don’t get a

fine and we are proud ofsuch
gestures. But look where we
are now ? | live in Umshing
and | can see that both sides
of the road beginning at the
Golflink stretch from Polo to
Mawroh junction is strewn
with all kinds of plastic
waste, paper wrappers espe-
cially from Lad Shyiap to
Golfclub, thanks to the fast-
food mobile vendors and
other sellers. Rilbong point
to 3rd mile Upper Shillong is
again very dirty; the stretch
from Nehru Park (MeEcl)
to Umiam Dam View Point
is an eyesore especially near
the Umiam Bridge. It has
become a free for all garbage
dumping place thanks to the
passengers who cannot wait
15 minutes without eating.
After that they just discard
everything by the roadside.
There are no restrictions;

By James Dkhar

fair treatment. There is depri-
vation and discrimination, as
they are not getting adequate
opportunities or benefits from
the policy.

As a consequence ofthese
problems, the Reservation
Policy has been opposed and
challenged by some'groups
who demand a review or
change in the Policy. They
argue that the Policy is out-
dated, unjust, and divisive.
They perceive the Policy as
unfair and biased, leading to
feelings of imbalance, injus-
tice, corruption, nepotism, de-
privation and discrimination.
These feelings are especially
strong among those who
believe that they are more
deserving or disadvantaged
than others, but are denied
their due share, recognition,
chance, merit, opportunity or
benefit by the policy. -

According to the Consti-
tution, reservation should
be seen as a temporary and
transitional measure that
aims at achieving equality of
opportunity for all, and not as
a permanent or rigid policy
that creates entitlements or
privileges for some. Reser-
vation should also be subject
to periodic evaluation and
review to assess its effective-
ness and relevance in achiev-
ing its goals, and to make
necessary modifications or
adjustments as required. The
recent introduction of Eco-
nomically Weaker Section
(EWS) reservation'in the
country serves as evidence
that the reservation system is
a flexible and dynamic policy
that responds to the chang-
ing needs ahd aspirations of
different groups in different
contexts. Thus, a Reserva-
tion Policy can be updated
according to the needs and
changing times.

Therefore, it is reason-
able to review or change the
Reservation Policy, as there
is still scope for improvement
and reform in the reserva-
tion system to make it more
fair and equitable for all.
Individuals should be able
to compete on equal terms
for advantaged positions in
society. To compete on equal
terms means that people have
the same chances of success
regardless of their social
circumstances, such as their
economic class, or race. This
political ideal emphasizes the
personal ambition, talent and
abilities of the individual,
rather than based on member-
ship in a group.

However, there are differ-
ent ways of understanding
how to achieve equality of
opportunity in practice. One
way is to adopt a formal
concept ofequality of oppor-
tunity, which means that po-
sitions and posts that confer
advantages should be opento
all applicants and'that appli-
cations are assessed on their
merits (unreserved category).
Another way is to ensure that
substantive equality of op-
portunity (reserved category)
prevails, which means that
people have not only formal
access to opportunity but
also fair access to education,
training and resources that
are necessary to compete for
advantaged positions.

Substantive equality of
opportunity is a broader ‘arid
more expansive concept than
formal equality of opportu-
nity. It is preferable to formal
equality of opportunity as it

no warning signs for locals
and tourists. Anyone can
do whatever they like and
throw anything wherever
they want. Meghalaya is a
free for all State. | wonder
how our senior officers and
Ministers travelling on these
roads do not see the ugliness
or are they blind to such lit-
tering and mess?

Over and above every-
thing efte, the Forest De-
partment has felled down
the trees in these stretches
last month but added more
trouble as these trees are
left stranded on the road side
from Golfclub to Lad Shyiap
and around. | wonder why
the Forest Department left
these trees here. Why can't
these be cleared and lifted
to some other place. This
makes the place unkempt but
no one is bothered.

takes into accountthe broader
social situation and it aims
to address not only the direct
discrimination that some
groups may face due to their
status or identity, but also the
indirect discrimination that
results from the cumulative
effects of social and eco-
nomic inequalities. Substan-
tive equality of opportunity
requires that all individuals
have the same opportunities
to become qualified to oc-
cupy advantaged positions
through competition, and that
society should take appropri-
ate measures to ensure those
equal opportunities, such as
the equalization of starting
conditions. It recognizes that
formal access to positions
and posts is not enough to
ensure equal chances of suc-
cess for everyone, because
some hinder their ability to
acquire the qualifications and
resources that are necessary
for competing for advantaged
positions.

For example, a person
bom into a poor family may
have less access to quality
education, health care, nutri-
tion, social networks etc. than
a person who is bom into
a privileged family. These
factors may affect their cog-
nitive development, physical
well-being, motivation, and
confidence, which in turn
may affect their performance
in tests, interviews, and other
selection procedures. Hence,
substantive equality of op-
portunity (reserved category)
promotes notonly fairness but
also dignity for everyone.

Therefore, to improve
the reservation system in
Meghalaya and- update the
existing policy, some possible
steps are:

« Reviewing and revising

the reservation quota for
different categories based on
their proportion in popula-
tion,jepresentation, degree of
backwardness and-develop-
ment necessary to make the
reservation policy more eg-
uitable and proportional. This
would help in ad&pssing the
concerns and grilj*anCes of
various groups who feel that
they are under-represented
or over-represented in the
services under the? state. It
would also help in creating a
balance between the interests
ofdifferentgroups and foster-
ing a sense of belonging and
unity among them.

overcome their backwardness
and achieve their potential.
This embodies the core con-
stitutional ethos that guides
the reservation policy.

Clear and objective crite-
ria and thresholds are essen-
tial to identify who is back-
ward and who is not based
on various indicators such as
poverty, illiteracy, unemploy-
ment, health, infrastructure,
employment status of their
parents in state services etc.
This would help in avoiding
any ambiguity or arbitrari-
ness in the classification and
categorization of different
groups.

e Ensuring transparenc

and accountability in the im-
plementation and monitoring
of the reservation policy and
preventing any violation or
manipulation by any author-
ity or individual is crucial to
make the reservation policy
effective and credible. This
would lensure that the ifs-
ervation policy is followed
in letter and spirit. It would
also help in detecting and
correcting any anomalies or
irregularities that may occur
in the process of recruitment
or admission

While there are opinions
suggesting that the VPP
has taken a significant risk
with this reservation issue,
I believe that their move
is not merely a gamble but
a well-calculated strategy.
The Reservation Policy in
Meghalaya, as initially men-
tioned, is bound by the Con-
stitutional cap of 50(percent.
This limitation has sparked
"debate over the policy’s con-
stitutional validity, given that
the combined reservation for
the Scheduled Tribe (ST)
category—encompassing
both Khasi-Jaintia and Garo
communities—surpasses
this threshold. While some
contend that Meghalaya’s
unique circumstances exempt
it from this rule, this claim
remains untested in court,
with a similar case ongoing
in Punjab. 'Should the court
uphold the “exceptional situ-
ation’ exemption, the policy
will stand as is. Conversely,
a ruling against it could pro-
foundly affect Meghalaya,
particularly the Garo commu-
nity, who might then have to
vie for ST category positions
alongside Khasi-Jaintia indi-
viduals. Despite this concern,
I am optimistic that such
an outcome will be circum-
vented to ensure fairness for
the Garo community.

To conclude, inequality is

*  Acomprehensive survey, \yidespread and complex

or census is important to col-
lect accurate and updated data
on the social and economic
status of different regions
and communities in Me-
ghalaya. This would help in
assessing the ground reality
and identifying the gaps and
challenges faced by various
groups. It would help design
and implement a reservation
policy that meets the needs
and aspirations of all the
people. It may be better to
provide special reservation
to those backward and un-
derprivileged members based
on their social and economic
status, and let them compete
among themselves instead of
with their more privileged
members. This would ensure
that the reservation policy is
more targeted and' effective
in addressing the specific
needs and challenges of dif-
ferent grojips. That the most
deserving and needy groups
are provided with adequate
opportunities and benefits to

Now my question is: Who
is responsible for cleaning,
weeding and clearing thbse?
Team Jiva, the public or the
Government machinery. The
SMB is doing its work but
that is clearly not sufficient.
Where are the muster rolls of
PWD, PHE? We dont see
them exceptwhen activated.
In Guwabhati City, | could
observe that the Municipal
staff are working round the
clock and in spite of the
busy roads, the city looks far
cleaner than our city.

Khyndailad and Motphran
area are the busiest as well as
the dirtiest. If the Govern-
ment officials from the SMB
dare to visit the place in the
early hours (6 - 9 am ) and
late at night, the sight is hor-
rendous. The question then
is. “How SMART is Shillong
considering the SMART city

issue in our world today. It
affects various aspects of
our lives,’such as education,
health, income, and justice.
However, not all inequalities
are the same. Some inequali-
ties are unjust, meaning they
are caused by discrimination,
oppression, or exploitation.
These inequalities violate
human rights and dignity and
need to be challenged and
eliminated. Other inequali-
ties aye natural or inevitable,
meaning they are based on
individual differences, .pref-
erences, or abilities. These
inequalities are a way of life
and acceptable as long as they
do not harm anyone or create
unfair advantages.
Therefore, it is important
to recognize the difference
between unjust and natural
inequalities and respond to
them appropriately. Lastly,
discrimination, marginalisa-
tion, nepotism, corruption
are evils to be avoided, not
policies to be enforced.

project?”

I hope this letter is read
and given serious thought
by all Shillongites. Let us
take care of our own city as
we care for our own homes.
Let’s stop throwing trash
from our vehicles and dump
garbage on roadsides or
drains. A word of deepest
appreciation for Team Jiva
and others who labour cease-
lessly to make our beautiful
City ever clean.

Let's make our City clean
again!

Yours etc.,
Reward Rymbai,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

The Ministry of Educa-
tion has abruptly canceled
the UGC-NET June 2024 ex-
amination, a mere day after it
was administered. The CBI
has taken on responsibility
for the case and will now
look into it more. Concur-
rent with the debate overthe
NEET-UG and UGC-NET
tests, Subodh Kumar Singh
has been removed from
the post of Director Gen-
eral of the National Testing
yAgency (NTA). Tjtie UGC
NET exam is administered
to facilitate admission into
PhD programs, as well as to
determine eligibility for the
Junior Research Fellowship
(JRF) andthe position ofAs-
sistant Professor in universi-
ties throughout the nation.

The Supreme Court has
recently issued a notice to
the Center and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) in
response to a petition re-
questing the cancellation of
the NEET-UG 2024 exam
dueto an alleged paper leak.
The upcoming court session
for this case is scheduled
for July 8. The NEET-UG
medical entrance exam was
administered by the National
Testing Agency on May 5.
Patna Police has asserted in
court that the question pa-
per for NEET-UG has been
compromised. A staggering
number of 2.3 million can-
didates have registered for
NEET-UG this year, setting
a new record. The issue of
paper leakage is not novel,
even esteemed examinations
such as IIT JEE in 1997 and
All India Pre-Medical Test
in 2011 haVe experienced
instances of leaked papers.
The issue of paper leak
has exacerbated over time.
Media reports indicate that
over the past 7 years, more
than 70 examinations in
various states of the coun-
try have experienced paper
leaks, resulting in adverse
consequences for approxi-
mately 20 million young
individuals.

Laws to stop leaks of
papers and its loopholes: The
Public Examination (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024, also known as
the anti-paper leak law, .has
been implemented in the
country. The notification
from the central govern-
ment was issued precisely
at midnight on Friday, June
21. The Public Examina-
tions (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act was enacted by
the Lok Sabha on February
6 and subsequently approved
by the Rajya Sabha on 9
February ofthe current year.
The bill was approved by
President Draupadi Murmu
on February 12 and subse-
quently enacted into a law.
Even before the Central
Government makes laws,
many states have made strict
laws at their own level. The
question is also that even
afterthe accused are caught,
how do they get away easily
when there are strict provi-
sions for punishment under
the law.

The Act has certain loop-
holes which need immediate
resolution. The offence of
paper leak of public exami-
nation affects the public at
large as well as it creates
a huge financial burden on
the State Exchequer. The
recently passed Act pre-
scribes a minimum term of
imprisonment (minimum
as prescribed is three years
but should be at least ten
years) however the amount
of punishment prescribed
under the Act does not match
with the gravity of offence.
There isno provision oftime
bound investigation. The Act
does not provide any fixed
time period within which
the re-examination must be
conducted again.

Along with additional
terms of imprisonment in
case of default of payment
of fine for an offence under
the Act the provision of
forfeiture of property of

the offender should also .

be included. The candidate
involved in taking advantage
of unfair means should be
disqualified for any future
examination.

In accordance with this
Act, only officers ofthe rank
ofDeputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) or Assistant
Commissioner of Police are

authorized to investigate
instances of unfair means in
public examinations. Given
that the offenses addressed
by the Act are not ordinary or
common offenses but rather'
impact a whole group, of
candidates, it may be neces-
sary to establish, a Special
Investigation and Regula-'
tion Authority to conduct
thorough investigations into
cases involving the offenses
specified inthe Act. Invigila-
tors and administrative of-
ficers lack knowledge ofthe
appropriate procedures and
protocols for conducting
the examination. Under such
circumstances, these organi-
zations require specialized
training to ensure that indi-
viduals who are conducting
their work with integrity do
not become ensnarld’
Actions Needed: How-
ever, mere provision of strict
punishmentwill not provide
any effective solution to this
problem..The morale of the
students who were honestly .
preparing for competitive
exams is now at its lowest
ebb. Today,there is despair
within them and this despair
is also breaking the mb-,
rale of their families. If any
examination is to be held,
preparations for peaking the
paper start months before it.
Cant such an institution be
formed which conducts pure
examinations at a fixed time
like the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC). Insti-
tutions like UPSC should-
become role models. More-
over, appointments ofpeople
with political connections
in the recruitment commis--
sions should be completely
stopped and the examina-
tion commission should
have its own printing press
or the soft copy should be
sent directly through code
lock one hour in advap”.
and should be sent, toiitii.
examination center. It should
be printed and distributed to
the candidates present there.
With this method, question
papers will certainly be a
little more expensive than
press printing, but will be
1safe and leak-proof. There
is a need to identify and
expose dubious middlemen
enjoying political patronage.
Also, within a month of the
arrest ofthe paper mafia, the
punishment should be given
within a stipulated time in
the fast-track court. If any
coaching institute is found
involved, action should
not be taken only against
the concerned accused, the
coaching institute should
also be closed.
Engaging external agen-
cies promotes the occurrence

m ofunethical practices. From

the initial preparation of pa-
per sets to their distribution
to the examination center, a
large number of individu-
als are involved. Each per-
son has a clearly defined
responsibility, creating a
hierarchical structure. Ques-
tion papers undergo.multiple
stages ofhandling during the
process ofdrafting, printing,
and transportation to the ex-
amination centers. In such a
scenario, it is imperative to
prohibit the use of mobile
phones by all individuals
involved, and to enforce a
strict limit on the number
of devices allowed, to the
greatest extent feasible. In
order to closely monitor the
entire process, it is advis-
able to install closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras
at the examination centers
starting from the paper set-
ting stage.

The problem of paper
leak should not be viewed
through the lens of politics.
The escalating instances
of paper leaks have cast a
shadow of uncertainty over
the prospects of students
throughout our nation, span-
ning from the northern to
the southern regions. This
issue is not specific to any
particular state or political
party; rather, it pertains to
the future of India's young
population, making it a cru-
cial topic.

(The writer is Associate
Professor, Atal School of
Management (ABVSME),
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU), New Delhi @
bkt brajesh. Views expressed
are personal)
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Budget and more
WITH the 18th Lok Sabha, the lower house of Par-
liament, having started its first session, the election
ofthe Speaker is slated for Wednesday and the real
action would start thereafter. A complete budget,
replacing the interim budget passed by parliament
earlier this year, would be a major highlight of the
mfirst session. With old faces returning to head various
key ministries, very little surprises need be expected
in the course of this session or in the third term of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Even the Speaker
would not change as the NDA aims to reinstall Om
Birla for another term. The counter by senior-most
opposition parliamentarian, Kodikkunnil Suresh
of the Congress, is no more than a formality as the
numbers overwhelmingly favour the BJP-led ruling

alliance.

Hints are that the Union Budget would give
concessions to the taxpayers in terms of income tax
reliefs. The prime minister had stated after his nomi-
nation as PM for a third term that the new govern-
ment would extend more support to the middle-class.
With the national economy in a sustainable mode
and the GST revenues having majorly increased,
the government can afford to be liberal. The Modi
terms managed the finances in a scrupulous manner
and avoided playing to the gallery. With salaries in
various sectors remaining more or less stagnant and
the cost of living on the rise, the salary-fixated class
is faced with serious financial difficulties. Nirmala
Sitharainan’s continuation as finance minister is reas-
surance that there could be positive outcomes.

In fact, several of the senior ministers in the
Modi government have not been changed, though
portfolios were reshuffled as in the case of Rajnath
Singh moving from home to defence the last term.
This general continuity is both a strength and a
disadvantage to the nation. The Modi team continu-
ing its governance for a straight three terms, or 15
years, ensured stability. But, this has also discour-
aged change in terms ofnew ideas, new approaches
to governance. The continuation of the same faces
and the same policies for so many years is a luxury
in any democracy. The results, however, from this
stability are not very appreciable. India as a whole
has not changed under Modi even as there have
been major strides in the infrastructure sector. A
key sector like the Railways failed to grow in any
spectacular manner. The Vande Bharat trains are, at
best, a minor improvement. Nothing earth-shaking
has happened in the past 10 years. There were hardly
any bold decisions or path-breaking steps. The net
result was a steep fall in the esteem and number of
the BJP members in Parliament- 240 in Lok Sabha
against 303 the last time. It’s time for Modi-3 to
perform better and show results.

It's a time of wait and watch for the nation.

Letters to the Il.ditor

MBOSE
should be
vigilant against
pirated books

Editor,

Over amonth ago, a major
crackdown in Guwabhati un-
covered the alarming presence,
of pirated NCERT books in
Assam. The joint operation
by the police and NCERT tar-
geted devious dealers in Pan
Bazar, Guwahati, unmasking
a racket that had been flooding
the market with counterfeit
books. These fake publica-
tions, lacking hallmarks and
watermarks, are typically poor
in quality. A host of unscrupu-
lous publishers from Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh are behind this
influx ofduplicate books inthe
Northeast, luring book dealers
with higher trade discounts.

Considering this situation,
the Government ofMeghalaya
must not sit idle but remain
vigilant. There is every likeli-
hood that book dealers in the
state may also fall prey to such
fraudulent publishers. Proac-
tive measures are essential to
prevent a similar issue from
cropping up within the state.
Usually, such illicit deals
come offin secrecy and gradu-
ally become widespread. It is
simperative that the Meghalaya
Board of School Education
(MBOSE) promptly issue
strict guidelines and seek
the full support of ail book
traders in Shillong, Tura, and
other remote areas to send
these unscrupulous publishers
packing.

Pirated books not only
undermine the integrity of
education but also result in

significant revenue losses for
our esteemed MBOSE. It's not
justNCERT and CBSE books
that are affected; pirated text-
books from renowned publish-
ers like Oxford, Orient Long-
man, McMillan, Pitambar, and
Allied Publications were also
found circulating freely in cer-
tain areas of Garo Hills some
years ago. Fortunately, a tip-
offfrom a vigilantpublisher in
Shillong led to the arrest ofthe
gangs involved in these illicit
activities. During the last book
fair in Shillong, several stalls
were found openly selling
best-seller titles for Rs 100 all
pirated. Isn’t this a kick in the
stomach for the creative writ-
erswho rely on royalties from
publishers for subsistence?
The Government must
adopt all measures necessary
to uphold academic integ-
rity. Let’s not allow rapacious
counterfeiters to pull the wool
over our eyes any longer.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali
Shillong

Politics is

dynamic;

politicians
should adapt

Editor,
The front page news “Khar-

lukhi attributes NPP’s loss to
quota policy issue” (ST June
21, 2024) made interesting
reading. The assessment of
WR Kharlukhi, Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha on
the recent Lok Sabha elec-
tion in Meghalaya is rational
and objective. | do not dis-
agree with him that “politics
keeps on changing.” Politics

How would Swami Vivekananda view
Hindutva, Modi, and Modi’s India?

This article is dedicated
with gratitude to Swami Vive-
kananda

It has been over a hundred
and fifty years since the advent
of Swami Vivekananda (1863-
1902 CE). To understand his
significance for modernity and
India, one must first under-
stand the Indian civilization
and its guiding principles.
Given its unbroken lineage
of the highest mysticism, this
civilization responds to the
needs of each age through the
advent of saints and divine
Incarnations - not politics.
Before its reincarnation as
modem India, British India
responded to the challenges of
modernity with the advent of
the Holy Trio- Sri Ramakrish-
na, Holy Mother, Swami Vive-
kananda - who came to teach
the world the virtues necessary
to conquer lust and greed, the
ultimate causes of patriarchy
and capitalism. To call them
Hindu is to limit their glory.
Even if bom within specific
religions, divine Incarnations,
and self-realized saints (like
Ramana Maharshi) belong
to the whole universe. India
has given rise to numberless
saints and sages from different
religions - notjust Hinduism.
The birth of Incarnations (like
Sri Ramakrishna and Holy
Mother) signifies the severity
ofthe crisis of an age. For the
greater the crisis, the more
powerful the medicine has to
be - divine Incarnations being
the most powerful panacea
ever.

Incarnations and saints
each come with specific pur-
poses and vocations. The Holy
Trio came to regenerate India
- notjust by removing British
colonialism - butby cleansing
India of the yoke of her origi-
nal sins (casteism, patriarchy,
etc.) and more recent toxins.
Swamiji loved India - but not
blindly. A clear-eyed prophet,
he recognized her internal
crises. In one place he refers
to India as a “corpse” - both
insideand outside. Instead of
relying on the statistical gaze,
Swamiji wandered the length
and breadth of India to dis-
cover directly the miseries of
the downtrodden - injustices
he inveighed against in the
strongest possible language.
In short, Swamiji, a prince
among yogis, who represented
the highest Vedantic Hindu-
ism, inveighed against the
terrible iniquities of lower
Hinduism, especially the caste
system, which he called “don’t
touchism.” True to the ide-
als of higher Hinduism, he
embraced all viable religions
as equally true - thus echoing
Sri Ramakrishna’s inimitable
patois about the highest mys-
tical state - “all jackals howl
the same way” - meaning at
the summit, mystics of all
true religions experience the
same God. The poor, the so-
called pariah, the oppressed,
and women were the special

is inherently dynamic and con-
stantly evolving because po-
litical agenda changes based
on societal needs, economic
conditions and global events.
Leaders adapt their policies
to address current challenges.
As populations grow and
diversify, political dynamics
shift. New generations bring
fresh perspectives, altering
the political landscape. The
digital age has transformed
communication, campaigning
and governance. Social me-
dia, data analytics and online
activism play pivotal roles.
International relations impact
domestic policies. Elections
lead to new leaders with dis-
tinct vision. Their decisions
shape policies, laws and insti-
tutions. Hence politics is like a
river always flowing, adapting
and influencing our lives.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh
Shillong

Humane
labour laws
need of the

hour

Editor,

Apropos the editorial,
"Hindujas and justice" (ST,
June 24, 2024), India must
learn from Switzerland, the
number one country at present
in the Human Development
Index. Recently, a Swiss court
sentenced two members of a
fabulously wealthy family to
four and half years in prison
after finding them guilty of
exploiting domestic workers.
The labour and human rights
of the workers in India must
similarly be safeguarded.

The National Human

By Deepa Majumdar

focus of Swamiji’s love. Not
only a patriot and prophet
of modernity, Swamiji, was
the divine architect who un-
leashed the unique destiny of
modem India. As guardian, |
am sure he is present in every
Indian home where a child is
abused.

In the light of this brief
background, how would Swa-
miji view Hindutva, PM Modi,
the direction of Modi’s India,
and the untold miseries of
“ordinary” Indians? Inasmuch
as Modi has returned to athird
term in power, this vexing
question must be answered by
thoughtful Hindus, especially
votaries of Swamiji. Given
Modi’s self-anointed, near-
messianic stature, especially
his self-canonizing hint at
immaculate conception - an-
swering this question becomes
all the more imperative. |
believe in immaculate con-
ception. But this miraculous
birth, which defies the laws
of nature, belongs exclu-
sively to divine Incarnations,
like Sri Ramakrishna, Holy
Mother, and Christ. Not even
saints are bom of immaculate
conception. At best they are
bom of lust-free unions. So
how can a politician, who
is not even a monk, be bom
of immaculate conception?
Unlike politicians, who are
addicted to power, a monk or
nun is supposed to renounce
allworldly temptations - espe-
cially power. For, the opposite
of God is not evil or nothing-
ness - but power.

Tounderstand how Swamiji
would respond to the direction
«0fModi’s India- we must first
understand his vision of India.
What Swamiji loved was not
a geographical entity, but a
set of semi-divine principles
guiding the destiny of this
unique civilization. Offering

his fealty and adoration to .

these principles, Swamiji saw

this highest India (not Indians) .

as a beacon of the world -
indeed a Vishwaguru (world
teacher). He therefore warned
against India succumbing to
the temptations of power,-thus
betraying the historical prin-
ciples that govern her destiny.
Seeing society through Vedan-
tic lenses, Swamiji wanted us
to reach beyond mere equality
(the bedrock ofdemocracy) to
same-sightedness - by seeing
the same divinity in all be-
ings. For him, therefore, the
caste system was not merely
unjust, but a direct violation
of Vedantic principles. Given
this briefportrait, chances are,
Swamiji would respond as
follows to Mr Modi, .Hindutva
ideologues (like Bajrang Dal),
Hindu fascism, and Modi’s
India:

First, Swamiji would warn
Hindutva ideologues - es-
pecially Modi and politician
monks like Yogi Adityanath

Rights Commission has sought
areport fromthe Union labour
and employment ministry
on allegations against an e-
commerce giant in Haryana's
Manesar. The allegations in-
clude forcing workers not
to take even toilet or water
breaks until they complete
unloading packages from six
trucks, each 24 feet long! How
long will ittake to complete art
enquiry and take appropriate
action against the Company?
Should the customers keep on
buying goods from such Com-
pany before it comes clean?
Recently, in Bengaluru, the
same e-commerce giantposted
a casual note, "Sony to know
about the inconvenience," af-
ter it sent to a couple a highly
venomous cobra instead ofthe
item they had ordered. Given
the disregard for human rights,
this is a natural outcome.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Delayed
Grade IV SAD
Results &
Irregularities
in Lokayukta

Recruitment

Editor,

I am writing to express
my concern regarding two
critical issues pertaining to the
delayed declaration of results
for the Grade IV posts in the
Secretariat Administratipn
Department (SAD) conducted
by the MPSC and the recent
examinations conducted by
the Meghalaya Lokayukta.

Firstly, there has been an

- that mixing religion with
politics is playing with fire.
Theocracies do not work, un-
less led by enlightened leaders,
like the Dalai Lama. Demand-
ing total separation of temple
and state, Swamiji would
rebuke those who politicize
God, India’s noble governing
principles, and her unique
mystical leadership, as a most
wily and cynical ploy, all for
the sake of personal political
gains. To separate the wheat
from chaff, he would perhaps
recommend a regulatory body
(like the Catholic church) for
Hinduism.

Second, Swamiji would
reject Modi’s ambitious mate-
rialistic vision of India- from
bullet trains and space pro-
grams to billionaire buddies.
Without being a Luddite, he
would inveigh against the
terrible gap between rich and
poor endemicto India’s gung-
ho vulture-capitalism.

Third, Swamiji, who be-
moaned the lack of brother-
hood in India, would ob-
ject in the strongest possible
language to the resurgence
of India’s original sins and
more recent toxins (like Is-
lamophobia) under Modi’s
watch - fromterrible violence
against women and religious
minorities - to caste violence,
alleged extra-judicial killings
outside India, extra-judicial
bulldozing of homes of ac-
cused criminals within India,
creeping authoritarianism,
betrayals of the Constitution,
and overall Hindu fascismand
imperialism. He would reject
growing class inequalities,
alongside growing avarice,
runaway materialism, and
conspicuous consumption. He
would be horrified at the anti-
colonial hatred now raging
among Indians emboldened
by Modi’s own anti-colonial
bitterness. Even in the heyday
of colonialism, Swamiji saw
wonderful virtues in western-
ers - especially the British.
Moreover, he would thank
those westerners who gave
up their lives for India. The
“slave:mentality,” Modi often
warns against, Swamiji would
say, lies not in being the un-
derdog, but in what Nietzsche
called the ressentiment of the
underdog.

Swamiji, who mixed freely
with people from the lowest
castes and Muslims, perhaps
seeing the Divine in them,
would be horrified at caste
hatred and Islamophobia by a
state machinery that has em-
boldened violence by Hindu
ideologues. He would see
caste prejudice as the most
notorious blasphemy ever
against Vedanta’s same-sight-
ed vision of man. Above all,
Swamiji who was a chaste
feminist, would be horrified
by sexual violence against

inexcusable delay inthe decla-
ration ofresults for the Grade
IV posts of the Secretariat
Administration examinations
conducted by the MPSC.
This examination was held as
early as January, and yet, as
we approach June, candidates
remain in limbo with no up-
dates on the outcome. Such
delays not only cause undue
stress and uncertainty among
applicants but also raise ques-
tions about the efficiency and
transparency ofthe evaluation
process.

Secondly, regarding the
recent examinations for the
LDA and Peon posts under
the Meghalaya Lokayukta,
there are multiple discrepan-
cies that demand immediate
attention. The initial advertise-
ment clearly outlined specific
quotas for different tribes — 1
position for Unreserved, and
1 for Khasi/Jaintia for LDA
roles, and 1 position each for
Unreserved and Garo and 2
positions for Khasi/Jaintia, for
Peon posts, and yet during the
examination, candidates were
not provided with a section to
indicate their tribe category.
This oversight raises serious
concerns about how the au-
thorities intend to accurately
determine eligibility and al-
locate positions according to
the advertised quotas leading
to potential confusion and
unfair selection.

Furthermore, there were
inconsistencies between the
syllabus mentioned in the ad-
mit card and the actual exami-
nation paper. For LDA posts,
candidates were surprised to
encounter a substantial portion
of General Knowledge ques-
tions, despite the admit card
indicating only English, Apti-

women (even little girls and
babies) in contemporary India.
A peerless cosmopolitan and
natural democrat, Swamiji
would object to growing tyr-
anny and the open flouting of
democratic principles in India
- especially by state officials.
He would be horrified by the
overall lack of ethics in every-
day India- especially rampant
corruption and bribery.

Fourth, Swamiji, who
wanted a martial spirit - but
not militarism - warned that
India would perish spiritually
if she went after power and
militarism. While recognizing
the danger of Indiabeing land-
locked between two nuclear-
armed neighbors (China and
Pakistan) - Swamiji would
reject Hindutva’s naked will-
to-power. He would also re-
ject reckless militarism and
unprincipled alliances with
rogue nations. Worship of
power (instead of goodness
and moral virtues) is one sign
of a civilizational crisis.,This
will-to-power, which was
pronounced even in the India
of my youth, is far more pro-
nounced now - its side-effects
ranging from sycophancy to a
politics of patronage.

Finally, Swamiji would ob-
ject vehemently to the ostenta-
tious religiosity demonstrated
by Hindutva ideologues. If
hypocrisy is mendacity, then
religious hypocrisy is men-
dacity on steroids. He would
question Mr. Modi’s 45-hour
long meditation at the Vive-
kananda Rock Memorial, in
Kanyakumari. Because real
meditation is almost impossi-
ble for lay persons - especially
the worldly-minded. What
modernity calls “meditation”
is usually mere mindfulness.
True meditation demands
the highest possible chastity
most people are incapable of,
especially those wedded to
political power.

I would venture so far as
to say Swamiji’s ideals for
India and those of Modi and
Hindutva ideologues are polar
opposites. Let us therefore
remember that he never saw
people as Hindus, Muslims,
Christians, etc., butas so many
manifestations of God. Let
us not forget that he adored
Christ, who, in his eyes, was
the greatest possible monk.
He also greatly admired a
noble Muslim pir. Let us not
forget that Swamiji’s Guru,
Sri Ramakrishna practiced not
only the various categories of
Hinduism to their mystical
summit, but also Islam and
Christianity. Swamiji’s overall
vision for India and the world,
therefore, was the total op-
posite of what Modi and his
followers have enforced. Un-
like hate-filled Hindutva ideo-
logues who ache to rule the
west and the world, Swamiji
wanted the highest India to
lead the world. A leader rules
through love - not power!

tude and Arithmetic (with only
seven Arithmetic questions).
Similarly, for Peon posts,
the exam included General
Knowledge questions instead
of the expected Aptitude sec-
tion. Such discrepancies not
only disadvantage candidates
who prepared based on the
provided syllabus but also
undermine the fairness of
the examination process. It is
imperative that recruitment
examinations adhere strictly
tothe advertised criteriato en-
sure fairness and equal oppor-
tunity for all applicants. The
failure to collect information

. on tribe categories during the

examination and the deviation
from advertised syllabi raises
serious doubts about the integ-
rity and transparency of these
recruitment processes.

These issues highlight a
lack of coordination and trans-
parency in the examination
process, which undermines
the candidates’ efforts and
trust in the system. | urge
the authorities responsible
to take immediate corrective
actions, including transparent
communication with candi-
dates regarding the evaluation
process and ensuring that
future examinations adhere
strictly to the advertised crite-
ria. This will not only restore
confidence in the recruitment
process but also uphold the
principles of fairness and
transparency that are essential
for public trust

Yours etc.,

Name withheld on request,

Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Let’s Talk Now..!

Many years ago | used
to travel by the local train
and quite enjoyed the jour-
ney. There were wonderful
scenes outside, trees and
greenery rushing by and giv-
ing you a sense ofpeace and
quiet. | decided 1’d travel
once more, just foroldtime’s
sake, and told my driver to
wait at the end of the line,
at the last station so | could
enjoy the train ride and my
nostalgia.

As | waited on the plat-
form, | reminisced aboutthe
good old days when I didso
much dreaming on the rides
and was often, yes often
lulledto sleep by the system-
atic talk the wheels had with
the rails down below.

Th.e train arrived and |
got into it. The noise hit me
even above the roar of the
train picking up speed. Itwas
as if the whole.world was
talking, shouting, cursing
andyelling atthe same time.
I wondered whether there
was some problem, as often
in our country, everybody
spoke at once if something
bad had happened, each
offering a solution and all
creating more of a din than
the chance of wise words
being heard.

“What is it?” | asked
the man who was next to
me, “Something has hap-

the same embarrassing boat
as me. This happened when
a friend, who said we hadn’t
met for a long time, called
me out for dinner, along with
his family. "Hi," | said as |
walked into the hotel lobby.
"Hello," he said, winking at
me, "you got the reserva-
tions?"

"What reservations?" |
spluttered, "I thought you
were taking me out? At
least that’s what you told rfie
when you called me?"

"Without reservations
I cannot leave the country
damn it!" he shouted, as he
smiled at me, waved me in
and continued yelling into
his rather tiny phone while |
looked on sheepishly/

His wife, apretty woman
and a mother oftwo equally
good looking teenagers was
already sitting inside the
restaurant, along with her
children. They looked like
one big happy family as
they all talked, shouted,
laughed and cracked jokes.
All this into their own fancy
phones!

"You're coming in a
little late,” said his pretty
wife, smiling at me with
her eyes.

"No," | said, "I'm right
ontime.”

"But if you come in late
you'll miss all our kitty party
action!” she cried into her

BY ROBERT CLEMENTS

pened?”

“Tomorrow!” said the
man looking at me directly
while | tried not to stamp on
his feet.

“What tomorrow?” |
asked, “We are talking about
now. Right now!”

“Okay then day. after to-
morrow!” said the same man
and | realised with a bit of
embarrassment that he was
speaking on his phone.

I ventured into the middle
of the compartment and
found that not a single per-
son was looking out of the
window, speaking with his
neighbour or even like be-
fore enjoying a game of
cards. Every single pas-
senger was on the phone,
disinterested with anything
else, just smiling, frown-
ing, yelling, whispering at
an unknown person on the
other end.

It was as if the train was
not just filled with passen-

gers but also loaded with all.

those they were speaking
with.

It was quite a weight the
rails were carrying!

| got off at the other end
and walked to my car, look-
ing forward to the silence
inside. My driver was busy
on the phone. I got in, wait-
ed for him to finish, then
watched as he turned to me,
“Did you enjoy theride sir?”
he asked.

My silence spoke more
than any words could have
done. | knew there was no
point telling him about his
phone which must have kept
him company for the last
hour or so.

The world has changed
and the mobile has now
become our companion,
friend and constant source
of entertainment. Nobody
speaks to anybody next to
them anymore. You need to
get on the phone to speak
even to the one who walks
with you, or sits with you.

This happened a few days
ago while talking to my
friend Rufus on my cell and
suddenly found himwalking
nextto me; yet we continued
conversing to each other
through our instruments!
Made me think the wily
mobile is sure taking over
our lives!

Here’s another incident,
and I’m sure you’ve been in

cute pink mobile, leaving me
mortified at my stupidity.

"Hi uncle!" said his
daughter across the table.

"Hi!" | said, "My word
you've really grown, stop
calling me uncle.”

"Uncle," continued the
girl talking into her yellow
tinted instrument, "you've
gotto allow Shobhato come
with us; we'll see she comes
back by eleven. Promise
uncle, promise!”

She grinned at me and
winked and | sheepishly
winked back at her and
turned to her younger
brother, who seemed lost
in thought. "How's school?"
Tasked

"Algebra was terrible,"
said the boy, "but I've taken
notes and I'll give them to
you."

"l don't need any notes,
I smiled, "Luckily I don't
have to study Algebra any-
more.."

"l can give you my ge-
ometry notes too if you'll
come out with me," said
the boy seductively, grin-
ning at me and pressing his
heavyweight Chinese phone
tightly to his ear with antici-
pation. | looked away quick-
ly and studiously studied the
menu. "You're become very
quiet,” said my friend, giv-
ing me a nudge and sitting
next to me.

"l guess you all are very
busy™ I said, looking at
his smart cell lying still on
the table. "But you can't
remain so quiet,” continued
my friend shouting into the
second phone, I'd forgotten
he had.

"We'll organize a lovely
kitty party just for you!" said
his pretty wife at my side,
looking at me coyly.

"No, your dad isn't com-
ing along!" said her daugh-
ter, smiling at me.

"We'll study Algebra,
geometry and some new top-
ics together," said the son,
winking at me.

| fled the restaurant, ran
outside and heard my mobile
ring. "Hey", said my friend's
voice, "we haven't chatted
for a long time, let's talk
now..!"

Read more inthe author's
motivational book DARE
available on Amazon.in

bobsbanter@gmail.com
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Non-aligned MP in Parliament
MEGHALAYA sent two MPs, one from the Con-
gress Party and the other from a regional party the
Voice of Peoples’ Party (VPP) which is not aligned
to any of the two coalition of parties the NDA or the
INDIA group. This leaves the VPP free to support
any group based on issues. Soon after the poll results
on June 4 and the decisive win ofthe MP Candidate
Dr Ricky AJ Syngkon, VPP supremo Ardent Ba-
saiawmoit while speaking to the media had stated
that the VPP would fight corruption at the national
level and in Meghalaya combat corruption, poverty
and partiality. In its election manifesto the VPP had
stated it would amend the National Education Policy
2020 and also review the border dispute resolution
mechanism between Meghalaya and Assam. The
VPP promised to review the job reservation policy
and to implement the Inner-Line Permit (ILP) be-
sides opposing the Citizenship (Amendment) Act
and the Uniform Civil Code. The VPP reiterated
its stand of promoting transparency, accountability,
and efficiency in governance and upholding the
democratic principles enshrined in the Constitution,
including the protection of fundamental rights and
freedoms ofall citizens. The Party spoke ofuphold-
ing principles of secularism in letter and spirit to
foster an environment of multiculturalism, pea'ceful
co-existence, and the protection ofminorities across

the country.

Since the VPP is essentially populated by aca-
demicians at the leadership front much has been
promised in the education sector. Their manifesto
says it will engage with the government to ensure
that the central educational institutes cater to the
needs of local people in terms of seats for learning,
employment, and courses of study and also promote
the learning of foreign languages and soft skills by
assisting existing institutionsAbove allthe VPP said
it would advocate for bringing Meghalaya under
Article 371 to protect the state from the application
of central laws affecting the customs and traditions
ofthe people. The VPP further talks about amending
the Mines and Mineral Development Regulation Act
1957 to suit local requirements, resist the implemen-
tation ofthe Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act,
2023, in Meghalaya, and advocate robust monitoring
mechanisms to ensure that large-scale factories op-
erating in the state adhere to national environmental
standards while providing economic benefits for the

local communities.

The VPP vows to continue the legacy ofdemand-
ing inclusion of the Khasi language in the Eighth
Schedule ofthe Constitution but it will also oppose
the imposition of Hindi while upholding English as
the medium of instruction in schools and colleges and
as the official language ofthe state. This manifesto hit
all the right notes and it is no surprise that the VPP
won by a huge majority. But pragmatism dictates
that implementing the VPP manifesto would require
all the negotiating skills of the new MP. Passing the
ILP, recognition ofKhasi language, invoking Article
371 etc., would require constitutional amendments
which also means the support ofthe ruling party - the
NDA. Itwould necessarily mean constantly lobbying
for those demands. How Dr Syngkon manages the
balancing act will be keenly watched by political
observers across the spectrum.

Letters to the Kditor

Of irresponsible
driving

Editor,

Apropos the letter by DM
Pariat on irresponsible driving
(ST June 24,2024) | can’t help
but pen down some of my own
thoughts. It was a coincidence
that on the same morning, while
dropping my son to school, |
witnessed a two-wheeler forc-
ibly overtaking another two-
wheeler which was, at that mo-
ment itself, overtaking another
car; almost resulting in a pile-
up. The reckless irresponsible
rider then had the audacity to get
offhis scooty and face upto the
other protesting rider, violently
berating him instead, looking
like he was ready to starta fight.
I put in a word, tried telling the
chap he was in the wrong and
was shocked by his response.
He tried to justify himself by
saying he was in a big hurry.
I didn’t try to prolong the con-
versation, as | was in a hurry
to drop my son to school. It
occurred to me again, as it does
almost daily, that we all seem
to forget there are rules of the
road we are supposed to abide
by, regardless of any urgency
we find ourselves in. Everyone
seems to think they are the only
ones in a hurry and other road
users should give way, not both-
ering to consider the chaos that
would ensue should everyone
try to force everyone else out
of their way.

There had been, not so long
back, some tough talk from
the police department about
coming down heavily on traf-
fic rules violators. It was just
that, just talk. Apart from some
punitive action taken against a
small number of violators, by
and large, nothing significant
has been done against the mul-
titude who behave like the road
is their personal playground or
racetrack and people’s lives are
cheap enough playthings, acci-
dent victims mere statistics con-
veniently forgotten intime. But
then, this inaction by the police
is very much understandable.
Imagine the position policemen
find themselves in. On one hand,
they are directed to act against
violators, while on the other
hand, the moment they take ac-
tion they are bound to encounter
violators who are well- heeled
and well connected, in which
scenario one phone call would
suffice to get them off scot-free,
with the ‘erring’ policemen be-
ing reprimanded and advised
to ‘step lightly’. 1 know this
sweeping statement is going to
raise some hackles, but we all
know this is the ground reality
prevailing.

So, now it would be inter-
esting to observe the direction
in which this blatant disregard
for the rule of law is taking us.
Ironically enough, we all still
pay lip service to the necessity
of teaching our children to be
law-abiding and disciplined.
What hypocrites we are!

Solidarity among the
Khasi: What explains 1t?

The often-mentioned 200
odd ethnic communities in the
North East can be divided into
four groups based on language,
viz., Austroasiatic (Khasi); Ti-
beto-Burman, within which you
have Kok-Borok (Garo-Bodo-
Tripuri along with Konyak and
Singpho), Tani Mishmi (ethnic
groups of Arunachal Pradesh ex-
cept for the Tibetan groups), and
Kuki-Chin-Mizo (this includes
the Kuki-Zomi, Naga, Meitei,
and Karbi); Indo-European
(associated with Assamese and
Bengali); and Tai-Ahom (groups
like Tai Phake, Tai Aiton, etc).
This, however, does not mean
that the ethnic communities
within the same language group
have an amicable relationship
with each other.

The Kuki-Zomi, Meitei, and
Naga shared a common ancestor
not very long ago. In fact, Meitei
may have emerged from the in-
termixing of the various groups
that had settled in the valley.
However, at the moment, the
Kuki-Zomi and the Meitei are
locked in an existential struggle
with each other. The Naga are
on the sidelines, but they are.
fighting for their own separate
homeland, removed from both
the Kuki-Zomi and the Meitei.
But there are complications here
as well. Some clans among the
Thangkhul Naga, die major
Naga group behind the NSCN-
IM, claim to have a connection
with the Meitei royal family.
Naga groups like the Anal are
more closely related to the
Kuki-Zomi and were referred
to as Old Kukis in the past. And
the Thangkhul language is the
bridge between the Kuki-Zomi
and Naga languages. At the
moment, though, the Thangkhul
led NSCN-IM is reported to be
training the Meitei militants
who are attacking Kuki civil-
ians, while Kuki militants are
hitting NSCN-1M positions in
Myanmar with the help of In-
dian armed forces. In the past,
the Naga-Kuki conflict led to
the killings and displacement of
thousands of people. Within the
Kuki-Zomi as well, internecine
conflicts were fought in the past,
e.g., the Kuki-Paite conflict.
Thus, one can see how groups
that in the past were derived
fromthe same stock can become
deadly enemies of each other,
with the animosity spilling over
into the present. Inthis context,
Fabian Lyngdoh’s article ‘Solv-
ing Tribal Boundary Issues: The
Ancestors’ Way’ becomes very
pertinent.

In his article, Fabian Lyn-
gdoh discusses how the Khasi,
who were the first to enter the
subcontinent fromthe east, were
able to maintain their identity
while being encircled by groups
that came later. Despite not hav-
ing formal political boundaries,
he argues that the Khasi were
able to maintain a relatively
peaceful coexistence with the
Garo, Karbi, Tiwa, Rabha, and
Biate while having good trade
relations with Bengal in the
south. This he attributed to the
adaptive character and the as-
similative strength ofthe Khasi
matrilineal system. Under it,
different non-Khasi groups

Yours etc.,
Donboklang Dohling,
Via email

Let truth alone
triumph

Editor,

My son and | had been co-
learners ofthe National Council
for Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) textbooks
for twelve long years. The
journey was from April 2003
to March 2015. Many a time, |
thought of conveying my heart-
felt thanks to the advisers for the
NCERT textbooks, especially
for the social science books for
speaking truth to power.

Hence | am pained at read-
ing reports about pruning ofthe
NCERT textbooks. Chapters on
LK Advani's 1990 Rath Yatra
and the 2002 Guijarat riots were
deleted. Chapters on Mughal
kirtgs and the reference to the
force behind the assassination
of Mahatma Gandhi have also
been removed. The class XII
political science textbook refers
to the Babri Masjid only as a
"three-domed structure," built at
the birthplace of Lord Ram.

When as a reader of the
book, | feel annoyed for such
uncalled for surgery on text-
books, it can be understood how
much pain the advisors of the
books must have undergone.
The pain led the chief advis-
ers for the NCERT textbooks,
political analysts Yogendra

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

were assimilated within the
Khasi community, increasing its
numbers while at the same time
avoiding inter-ethnic violence
to a large extent. For example,
the ‘Khar’ clans emerged when
Khasi men took non-Khasi
women from the plains as their
wives, with their offspring con-
verted into Khasi. On the other
hand, non-Khasi men who mar-
ried Khasi women had to cut off
ties with their original families
and assimilate into their wives'
families and cultures. He gave
an example of the Lyngngam,
who are a group that emerged
out of the marriages that took
place between Garo and Khasi,
the Tiwa and Karbi giving rise
to the Bhoi identity, and the pos-
sible Pnar (a Khasi sub-group)
clans that must have emerged
from the marriage between the
Pnar and the Biate or Hadem.
In short, it was this fluidity of
ethnic identity that allowed the
Khasi to assimilate the different
non-Khasi ethnic groups and
maintain a relatively peaceful
coexistence. But is the claim of
the non-immutability ofthe eth-
nic barrier backed by scientific
evidence?

Banrida Theresa Langstieh’s
PhD thesis ‘Ethnic and Popula-
tion Structure ofthe Lyngngam
of Meghalaya, India’ and her
2012 paper ‘Molecular Genetic
Perspectives onthe Origin ofthe
Lyngngam Tribe of Meghalaya,
India’” have proven the Khasi
origin of Lyngngam from the
mother’s side. The father’s side
comes from the Garo. They are,
in other words, a mixed Khasi-
Garo group. The fluidity of eth-
nic identity in the Bhoi region
is well documented in Philippe
Ramirez’s 2017 book ‘People of
the Margins’. Inthe Bhoi region,
the relationship between the
Karbi, Tiwa, and Khasi is guided
by trans-ethnic exogamies and
surname equivalences. This
means that clans cutting across
the three ethnic groups do not
marry into each other since they
are considered to be related by
blood, or, in other words, they
belong to the same ‘Kur’. This
happens because many Tiwaand
Karbi have converted to Khasi
in the past. For example, those
who were previously Puma in
Tiwa became Umbah in Khasi.
To ensure that they do not marry
into their original clan inthe fu-
ture, which is taboo, Umbah and
Puma, therefore, are considered
to be part of the same ‘Kur’.

Now that it has been es-
tablished that the Khasi are a
product of the interaction with
multiple non-Khasi groups, can
we find out how much of the
mixing has actually happened?
How many ofthe present popu-
lation carry the legacy of the
original migrants who came to
the sub-continent 5,000 years
ago? Recent work on genetics
has given a hint of a possible
number.

The debate around the origin
of the Austro-asiatic speakers
was finally laid to rest in 2010
with the paper ‘Population
Genetic Structure in Indian

Yadav and Suhas Palshikar to
request the NCERT chief to
remove their names from the
textbooks. They disagreed with
the changes made under their
advisory roles and threatened
legal action iftheir names were
not removed.

Hiding the truth is against
our national motto. The national
motto of India is Satyameva
Jayate (truth alone triumphs).
This mantra from Mundaka
Upanishad is inscribed at the
base of the Lion Capital of
Ashoka. It is an integral part
of the Indian national emblem.
This emblem along with the
words "Satyameva Jayate" is a
part of all Indian currency and
national documents.

School textbooks should
inspire critical thinking. It is
dangerous for future citizens of
our country ifideological propa-
ganda replaces historical facts.
The logic to cut short textbooks
to give not just Covid period
specific but permanent relief
to students does not hold water
for two reasons. First, this has
distorted history. Second, this
logic sounds like the argument
used by the diamond king in
Satyajit Ray’s film, Hirak Rajar
Deshe (Kingdom of Diamonds),
"There is no limit to knowledge/
So it is meaningless to try to
know."

Initially, I did not bother
about the surgery on school
textbooks as | thought that it
was a Covid-19 specific deci-
sion to give reliefto students as

Austro-asiatic Speakers: The
Role of Landscape Barriers
and Sex-Specific Admixture’
by Gyaneshwer Chaubey and
colleagues. In it, the East Asian
origin of Austro-asiatic speak-
ers was confirmed by looking
at the genetic evidence. Table 2
ofthe paper gives a breakdown
of the genetic markers carried
by the different Austro-asiatic
groups, including the Khasi.
About 40% of the Khasi were
found to carry the mtDNA
(which passes from mothers to
their offspring) with a SE Asian
origin, while the corresponding
number for the Y chromosome
(which passes from father to
son) was over 70%. This means
that 30% to 60% of the present
day-Khasi lineages do not come
from mainland Southeast Asia,
the original homeland of the
Khasi. But having a Southeast
Asian component in itself does
not mean they are connected
to the Khasi or Austro-asiatic-
speaking populations. SE.Asia
has at least five different popula-
tion groups, viz., the Hoabinhian
hunter-gatherer who are related
to the present-day Onge and
Jarawa of Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands; the Austronesian
(Malay, Indonesian, Filipino,
and the aborigines of Taiwan);
the Austro-asiatic speakers to
which Khasi belong; Krai-Dai
speaking groups; and those
who speak Tibeto-Burman.
This break up does not tell if
the 70% Y chromosome came
from the Austro-asiatic speak-
ers. For that, one has to look at
the 2015 paper ‘A late Neolithic
expansion of Y chromosomal
haplogroup 02al-M95 from
east to west’ by Ganesh Prasad
Arunkumar and colleagues.
Thispaper identified Y-chro-
mosomal haplogroup02al -M95
asthe dominant paternal lineage
of the Austro-asiatic speakers,
making it the genetic marker
ofthe group. Not surprisingly,
both the Khasi and the Munda
are found to carry this genetic
marker, making them distinct
from the non-Austro-asiatic
speakers. In the present-day
Khasi population, around 30%
are carrying the Y-chromosomal
haplogroup 02al-M95. This
means ihat out of the previous
70% SE Asian origin'Y chromo-
some, 40% comes from non-
Austro-asiatic speakers or non-
Khasi groups. Along with the
40% mtDNA (the same diversity
of SE Asian population groups
will have to be considered), this
suggests that in the present-day
Khasi population, not more than
30% can trace their lineage to
the original migrants who came
from SE Asia. Withthe permuta-
tion and combination required
to match those that have both
Austro-asiatic mtDNA and Y
chromosomes, the number could
be even lower. For those who
claim the existence of ‘pakka
Khasi’ or ‘Khasi by blood’,
that number will be very small.
An overwhelming majority are
actually non-Khasi who became
Khasi sometime inthe past. The
mixing began when they were

they could not physically attend
school. Interestingly, a series of
surgeries on the NCERT text-
books have been taking place
after the Covid period instead
of bringing back the deleted
chapters.

Similarly, .the Railway min-
istry had me fooled when it
withdrew concessions in train
fares for senior citizens after
a countrywide lockdown was
announced due to Covid-19 on
March 20, 2020. Previously,
the Railways used to offer 50
per cent concession to female
and 40 per cent to male senior
citizen passengers ontrain fares.
I thought the decision was taken
to discourage senior citizens
fromtravelling duringthe Covid
period. But senior citizens have
not got back the concessions
they used to get in train fares
even after Covid.

Now, let us get back to the
NCERT surgery and the argu-
ment that textbooks, even for
the class Xl students, should be
free from violence and hatred.

The Holocaust is an extreme
example of hate and violence.
Students are being taught about
the Holocaust all over the world
S0 as not to spread violence and
hatred but to use the knowledge
as an antidote to violence and
hatred. This is absolutely nec-
essary to stop a repeat of the
tragedy.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

still in mainland Southeast Asia.
In a situation where genes or
‘blood’ cannot help you define
who a Khasi is, what should
be the identifying feature of
the community? How did our
ancestors in the past deal with
the question?

The matrilineal system, as
it is today, has always been the
bedrock ofKhasi identity. Inthe
past, the Khasi tried to influence
or impose matrilineal culture on
groups with whom they came
into contact. For this reason,
the majority of the Karbi left
the domain of Hima Jaintiapur,
fearing that they would lose
their ethnic and cultural iden-
tity under the influence of the
Khasi matrilineal culture. The
Garo (identified as the Diko by
some) appear to have adopted
matrilineal customs under the
influence of the Khasi.

The other important feature
is the language. All those who
are today identified as,Khasi
speak a language that belongs
to the Khasian group.-Finally,
becoming a Khasi requires be-
coming part of the Khasi clan
system, or the “Teh-Kur’. The
equivalence ofsurnames in Bhoi
is the best example of it, as are
the various ‘Khar’ clans. Even
the Syiem clan, if we remove
the mythical parts oftheir origin
story, can trace their beginning
to the marriage of a Khasi man
with a non-Khasi woman (Kyn-
pham Sing Nongkynrih’s novel
‘Funeral Nights’givesa tantaliz-
ing hint towards that).

So, matrilineal custom, ac-
ceptance withinthe Khasi ‘Kur’,
and language are the defining
features of being a Khasi. And
since non-Khasi could become
Khasi by adopting these three,
they are ‘potential’ Khasi rather
than enemies. This could ex-
plain the relatively peaceful
coexistence that the Khasi had
with the neighboring ethnic
groups. This flexibility could
also be the reason Why the
community has not fragmented
into different smaller groups,
like it has happened elsewhere
inthe North East, where groups
that had the same origin in the
past are now trying to wipe out
each other.

The ability to assimilate
other groups, while at the same
time maintaining their distinct
matrilineal identity, has enabled
the Khasi to thrive asa commu-
nity forthe last 5000years inthe
subcontinent. At the same time,
it allowed them, to maintain the
cultural ties within their own
sub-groups through the oral
stories preserved of how the
various ‘Kur’arerelated to each
other. It is also preserved in the
language that, despite having
undergone changes and been
divided into War, Lyngngam,
Pnar, and the Sohra Khasi, is
still distinctly Khasi. Ifall three
remain, it is certain the Khasi
will continue to thrive for the
next 5000 years while still
maintaining their identity as a
distinct community.

(The views expressed in the
article are those of the author
anddo notreflectinany way his
affiliation to any organisation or
institution)

Election of
Speaker

Editor
The front-page news “VPP
MP to skip LS Speaker’s elec-
tion” made interesting reading.
CK Nayak’s report says that
“the election ofthe Speaker - a
first in Independent India,” is
incorrect as the election for the
Speaker’s post have been held
thrice before — the firsttime in
1952, when there was a contest
between GV Mavalankar and
Shankar Shantaram, then in
1967 between Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy and Opposition candi-
dates Shankar Shantaram More,
Tenniti Vishwanathan, Jaganna-
tharao Joshi, and then in 1976,
during the Emergency between
Baliram Bhagat and Jagannath
Rao. Inall three cases, the ruling
party’s nominees, Mavalankar,
Bhagat and Reddy, emerged
victorious. But to uphold im-
partiality ina Parliamentary de-
mocracy, Dr Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy resigned from the Party.
In fact, the Speaker ofthe 18th
Lok Sabha, Om Birla, the MP
from Kota should emulate what
Reddy did in 1967.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh,
Via email
Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

The Testing Flasco
calls for Radical
Reform

ByAjitRanade

About twenty-five years
ago, when Professor Suhas
Sukhatme had just com-
pleted his term as Director
of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay, his
interview was published
in anational daily. One of
the questions that he was
asked was what some of
the highlights of his five-
year tenure as Director
were. He promptly gave a
one-line answer, “Nobody
called me to seek admis-
sion for their ward.” This
answer has deep signifi-
cance. Firstly, it shows that
you can’t get admission by
influencing the Director.
Secondly nobody in the
“system” even thinks of
calling and using influence.
W hether it is ministers,
industrialists, politicians
orelites, getting II'T admis-
sion by any other means
apart from an entrance
exam was unthinkable.
This was simply an unwrit-
ten rule, or a norm, that
had got implicitly codified
over the years. And ev-
eryone abided by it. This
norm endured because of
the trust in the sanctity of
the joint entrance exam,
and because its integrity
was inviolable. In fact,
some other institutions
like regional engineer-
ing colleges piggy backed
their admission systems on
the JEE ranking because
of its integrity. Such a
system lasted for about
four decades when there
were only five IIT’s, and
the number of admissions
as well as applicants was
manageable, and the exam
was administered totally
end to end by the IIT’s
themselves by rotation.

Successive generations
of T faculty ensured that
the sacred norm was sus-
tained, and integrity was
not compromised. Butthat
did not last- The,gap be-
tween supply and demand
widened. The premium of
getting into 11T zoomed
sky high. The coaching
class industry made out
like bandits. This called for
an increase in seat supply.
Eventually the number of
11 T’s proliferated, admis-
sions increased, applicant
numbers zoomed. And
around 2013 there was
intense policy discussion
about introducing “one
nation, one test” for all
the major engineering and
medical seats in the coun-
try. The motivation was
to reduce the hassle for
students and parents of
running from pillar to post,
appearing for multiple en-
trance exams. Itwas also to
create a uniform Standard
across the country. There
was grave concern about
the non-level playing field
created by the coaching
class industry, and the huge
profits that they were skim-
ming.So finally, we did
switch over to the “one
test” model, with the JEE
being split into two stages.
A separate agency was set
up called the National Test-
ing Agency in 2017, and
now the NTA is in charge
of conducting the four big
exams, namely National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) the gateway
to medical seats, the Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE) for
engineering seats, the Uni-
versity Grants Commis-
sion National Eligibility
Test (UGC-NET) and the
Centralized University En-
trance Test (CUET). The
experience of the last few
years has not been with-
out hiccups for all these
tests. These have led to
great anxiety for students
and parents. And not to
forget the Kota suicides
phenomenon related to the
inhuman stress on those
preparing for the competi-
tive exams, whether JEE
or NEET.

This year there is a ma-
jor controversy about two
of the big exams, NEET
(undergraduate) and
UGC-NET. The latter was
scheduled for June 19 and
abruptly cancelled with
barely one day’s notice.

About 0.9 million students
across 317 cities were to
appear for this exam. The
NTA cancelled it because
they were concerned about
paper leaks. This cancel-
lation came days after the
still raging controversy
on the NEET-UG whose
results were announced
onJune 4, the same day as
results ofthe national Lok
Sabha elections. This exam
was taken by 2.4 million
students across 571 cities
and 4750 centres. But the
results seemed absurd.
Marks which would have
got a rank around 6800
last year, got a rank of
21000. Or marks ranked
around 28000 now ranked
beyond 80,000. Besides
67 students got a perfect
score, with six of these in
one same sequence, from
the same centre. All this
created a Ipt of disquiet.
When scores were shared
by parents and applicants
on social media, another
very unusual phenomenon
was discovered, which
had not been disclosed by
NTA. That 1563 students
had received grace marks
for which no prior condi-
tion had been announced.
-Grace marks can be given
to students with a disability
for certain reasons, but in
this case, they were giv?n
because questions papers
reached very late.

By now everything has
landed in the Supreme
Court. The grace marks
have been cancelled, and
a retest ordered. But the
question remains whether
such a benefit should have
been made available to all,

and not a select few only..

This seems unfair. And
what about the suspicion
of mass leaks, tod com-
promising of NTA’s exam
machinery? There seems
to be a big cheating scam*
and some arrests have been
made inBihar and Gujarati
The saga is not-over, nor
is the untold stress for stu-
dents and parents.

This fiasco calls for
a massive overhaul and
reforms. Tests which use
Optical Marks Recognition
(OMR) require printing,
transporting sealed pack-
ages and ensuring tamper
proof packaging. Such a
system is obsolete. Indeed,
a prominent governmerft
owned testing agency in
M aharashtra, migrated
to a screen-based system
almost fifteen years ago.
W ith tools like Al, and
live proctoring software,
we don’tneed to use OMR
and all with the attendant
risks. The software and Al
basis allows dynamic and
randomised sequencing,
and even paper setters will
not know the full exam
until it is actually admin-
istered. These are all tech-
based solutions, which are
tried and tested and used
even in many places of
India. Secondly, we have
to find ways to reduce the
excessive premium on the
one exam, and one na-
tional testing body. Either
have multiple (at least
two) competing standards
(for tests), or allow a few
private players. Let them
compete on the basis of
reputation and rigour and
integrity. The third long
term reform is to reduce the
massive demand supply
gap, by working on both
sides ofthe equation. This
also means unshackling the
education sector, allow-
ing greater freedom and
autonomy to institutions
ofhigher education, in de-
ciding curricula, courses,
faculty hiring and salaries,
student fees and programs.
Otherwise, millions of
our youth are wasting the
prime years of their youth

with a psychological bur- .

den, and grueling study
with repeated attempts, to
crack exams, where the
odds of winning are worse
than a lottery.

(Dr. Ajit Ranade is a
noted Pune-based econo-
mist) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (email: editor@
thebillionpress.org
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Rise of Rahul
WHAT’S glaring at the outset of the 18th Lok
Sabha session this week was the spectacular
rise ofthe Opposition, larger in numbers and its
confidence increased. Narendra Modi as Prime
Minister will have to guard his words and deeds
at every turn, unlike in the last 10 years when he
dominated the parliament like a colossus. With
a weakened Modi taking the reins for the third
time, he will have to contend with the fact that
the Congress party as the principal opposition
has doubled its numbers to a dignified hundred
and rightfully occupies the Leader of Opposition
chair, represented by its leader Rahul Gandbhi.
In the last term, it was a near-total BJP show.
This time, the PM needs to tame himself and
run the government on the basis of “consensus.”
His government walks on the crutches of two
formidable associates, JDU and Telugu Desam,
not to speak of the JDS. The very existence of
the present government for a longer duration is

not a certainty.

On the Opposition side, with over 230 mem-
bers in its ranks out of the total 540 in the Lok
Sabha which is where the action is, the mood
is upbeat. The Opposition was bound to be as-
sertive from day one. This was unlike the last
term when they were voiceless, as the principal
Opposition - the Congress - itselfhad only 52
members; or less than one-tenth ofthe size ofthe
house. Discussions are bound to be heated; and
the season of passing bills without discussions
will now be a thing ofthe past.

Like it or not, Rahul Gandhi as a politician
has grown by leaps and bounds. This is reflected
in his disposition in the house; evident also by
the way he “pulled up” Speaker Om Birla at the
first opportunity after the latter’s re-election,
telling him that he erred in his statement against
Emergency. The speaker ought to be impartial
and cannot take sides. Birla could only grin
and bear with the Opposition Leader’s tough
talk. In Rahul Gandhi’s new role, he will sit oh
house panels opposite to PM Modi and argue
the cases out from a position of authority. As
Leader of Opposition, he holds the rank of a
cabinet minister. Rahul Gandhi, dismissed by
many in the past as weak, saw his image rising
after the Bharat Jodo Yatra, followed by the
Nyay Yatra. These not only raised his clout but
also re-energized the Congress and eventually
fetched votes for the party. Having brought the
party back to this level, Rahul Gandhi’s confi-
dence levels are bound to rise further. A strong
two-party system, aided by other parties, is a
welcome scenario though Bengal's Mamata
Baneijee might be miffed.

| etters to the Kditor

1
VPP’s strategic
move

Editor,

VPP is basically a state
party with an aspiration to
win power in Meghalaya
in the next election. It also
aims to gain control o fthe
ADCs in the state. Hence, it
has its own political agenda
that is also right in a democ-
racy. It's decision to abstain
from the Speaker’s election
was a wise decision as it
was a foregone conclusion
that Om Birla was sure to
win the election due to the
numerical strength of NDA.
The INDI Alliance also did
not press for division of
votes after it was decided
on voice vote. VPP taking
sides at the national politics
at this juncture is not at all
needed. Voters in Shillong
were dissatisfied with the
earlier representation, and
conveyed a decisive voice
through the new political
force VVPP. The party also has
to establish its hold over the
entire Meghalaya, particu-
larly in Garo Hills. The party
has its own challenges at the
state level with the renewed
political forces in the state.
VPP has to consolidate its
hold in Meghalaya, which
is a primary concern, rather
than aligning with any fluid
political combination at the
national level. The leaders of
VPP are very strategic with
a long-term vision. They are
here for the longer race in
politics and do not subscribe

to political gimmicks and
tactics. Hence, the decision
ofabstaining from Speaker’s
election was awise decision.
It is also expected with the
politically astute and mature
leadership ofthe VPP that it
will take its steps in a very
calculated manner for the
development of Meghalaya.
People have lots of expecta-
tions from this new political
party.
Yours etc.,
Prof. Satya Prakash Dash
NEHU,
Shillong

Rising scourge
of drug abuse
& illicit trade:
A call to action

Editor,

In every generation, so-
cieties confront unique chal-
lenges, and today, one of the
most pressing issues gripping
our beloved state is the ram-
pant drug abuse intertwined
with an alarming increase in
thefts of construction materi-
als. This dual menace is not
just a law enforcement issue
but a societal crisis that de-
mands immediate attention
and concerted action.

In Golf Links, the recent
apprehension ofathiefsteal-
ing iron rods from construc-
tion sites in the dead of
night sheds light on a deeper
problem. When interrogated,
the thief confessed that his
actions were driven by an

Meghalaya’s environment: Are we
losing the fight against climate change?

By Patricia Mukhim

There is no doubt that the
climate is getting hotter. In
cities like Delhi people are
getting fried. Add to that the
water wars that defy solu-
tions. Compared to the rest
of India, Meghalaya is still
a paradise and the summer
rains have kept the tempera-
tures at a bearable constant
0f 21-23 degrees centigrade
depending on which part of
the day we are in. But let's
not fool ourselves that the
weather will continue to be
on our side for long. The
Shillong Times story on il-
legal mining and quarrying
should actually send alarm
bells ringing. Imagine hav-
ing 1700 out of 1885 mines/
quarries operating illegally!
And even after that story
appeared, it is business as
usual. Sometimes you won-
der what will shake up the
Government to take a pause
out of its money-spinning
schemes that it attracts peo-
ple with and take a call on the
environmental degradation
that is happening at a rapid
pace in Meghalaya.

The question that begs
an answer is whether the
one Department that is sup-
posedly the custodian of the
environment and forests in
the State of Meghalaya is
in safe hands. Who is man-
ning the Department at the
higher echelons? Should the
Chief Minister, who holds
several important portfolios
from Finance, Mining and
Geology, Political, Personnel
and Information Technol-
ogy also be in charge of the
Department ofEnvironment,
Forests and Climate Change.
This Department was held
by another Sangma brother
in the last Government. The
Department almost looks like
a family estate that cannot be
given to any other minister.
And the Chief Minister as
the minister in charge ofthis
vital department is not even
aware that there are 1700
quarries/mines that are going
to turn Meghalaya into a flat
and barren land soon ifthere
are no checks and balances
by civil society activists.

The Department of For-
ests is itself in a quandary.
It lost a fairly senior officer
- Manjunath last year to a
heart-related problem. The
officer was probably work-
ing under a lot of stress.
Those who know the inside
story believe he was used by
politicians to carry out their
bidding at great cost to the
environment and to his own
life. There is aneed to check
outthe unsavoury affairs go-
ing on in the Forest Colony
- an area under the Forest
Department and whether
that area was denotified to
allow for private residential
buildings which are coming

urgent need for money to
feed his drug addiction. His
desperate actions at 3:00 AM
underscore the pervasive
grip of substance abuse on
our youth, robbing them of
their potential and plunging
them into a cycle of crime.

While credit is due to
NGOs like HYC, HITO,
FKJGP, and Seng Samla
Shnong's etc., for their tire-
less efforts in combating
drug peddlers and aiding
in rehabilitation, their work
alone cannot stem the tide.
We, as a society, must rally
behind them with more than
just words—action is para-
mount.

The role of law enforce-
ment and the government is
pivotal. While commend-
able, their current efforts in
combating drug abuse can
and should be enhanced.
The potential of our police
department is vast, and with
greater dedication and con-
sistency, they have the capa-
bility to become exemplary
in the country.

However, a glaring aspect
of this crisis often over-
looked is the complicity of
scrap buyers. It is deeply
concerning to discover that
these buyers in Polo, from
Taxi Stand Nongmynsong
to NeepCo, knowingly pur-
chase stolen iron rods from
desperate youths. These
transactions not only per-
petuate theft but also fuel
the drug trade indirectly.
According to Section 411 of
the IPC, these buyers could
themselves face legal reper-
cussions for dealing in stolen

up atarapid pace. Even ifthe
Forest Department does not
need that large estate or the
existing forests around that
place, there should have been
a transparent transfer of the
land to private owners and
not subversive deals as has
happened.

On March 13,2024, Chief
Conservator of Forests, N
Luikham died of suicide
inside his quarters. It was
reported that he had spoken
to some relative just about an
hour before and that he was
in fact packing and preparing
for his official trip to Delhi.
Luikham left no suicide note

company that had ostensi-
bly started an afforestation
programme in Meghalaya
with an investment of Rs
4Q0 crores and had even set
up its office but without hav-
ing come through the State
Government. Sohow did this
Company get its clearances?
Is this not a dangerous prec-
edent? Wahlang was candid
in stating that a company
coming in to invest in Me-
ghalaya is doing so to rake
in profits from the carbon
credit markets. The ques-
tion is whether Meghalaya’s
Forest Department has the
expertise to register carbon

“Let me now come to another
interesting aspect vis a vis the environment.
On June 25, the Meghalaya State Pollution

Control Board (MSPCB) gave apress
statement that asper the Rule 4(2) of
the Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016,
the manufacture, import, stocking, distribution,
sale and use ofsingle useplastics including ,
polystyrene and expandedpolystyrene
commodities was to be prohibitedfrom
July 1, 2022. However the MSPCB receiveda
complaintfrom the Central Pollution Control

Board on June 4, 2024

that single-use plastics

were still being manufactured by
M/s Jai Plastech Private Ltd.

and it would have been in-
cumbent on the Government
to investigate the cause of
his death. Did he really die
of suicide? Was he pushed
by some extraneous circum-
stances to take his own life?
Or what was really the case?
No one knows and no one
cares. What a remorseless
Government this is, unless
it is also trying to cover up
some trails.

OnJune 24, the ForestDe-
partment organised atraining
programme on Forest Certi-
fication and Carbon Credit
where Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests, Harish
C Choudhary informed that
Meghalaya has lost 17,000
hectares of forest cover in a
span of 6 years from 2014-
2020. Choudhary said that
76% of forest cover is open
and degraded while a sub-
stantial part is occupied by
horticulture crops. But more
damning than this informa-
tion is the Chief Secretary,
DP Wahlang’s warning that
the Department should fol-
low due procedures in all
cases involving investors in
Meghalaya. He mentioned
a vaccine manufacturing

goods, yet their actions con-
tinue with impunity.

Recent incidents reveal
a disturbing trend where
numerous individuals flock
to sell stolen iron rods in the
early hours of the morning.
This thriving black market
is not only illegal but also
morally bankrupt, exploit-
ing vulnerabilities within
our community for personal
gain.

It is imperative that law
enforcement agencies take
decisive action against these
scrap buyers. By dismantling
this illicit network, we can
sever the financial incentive
for theft and curb the demand
for drugs among vulnerable
youth. A crackdown on these
buyers would send a clear
message that such illicit ac-
tivities will not be tolerated,
safeguarding our commu-
nity's integrity and deterring
future criminal acts.

As concerned citizens,
we must advocate for stricter
enforcement measures and
support initiatives that offer
rehabilitation and alternative
opportunities for our youth.
By addressing both the sup-
ply and demand sides of
this crisis, we can begin to
rebuild lives shattered by
addiction and restore hope
in our communities.

The path ahead is chal-
lenging, but with collective
determination and unwaver-
ing resolve, we can reclaim
our- streets from the clutches
of drug abuse and illegal
trade. Let us stand united
in this critical endeavour,
ensuring a safer and brighter

credits and other credible
registries as well.

What is also a cause of
concern aboutthe Forest De-
partment isthat a senior offi-
cial inthe Department whose
signing powers have been
suspended by the Courts due
to ongoing investigations
against him, is still deciding
important matters whereas
other officers are made to
sign on those papers. This is
subterfuge as itsworst. Why
can’t the Chief Minister as
executive head of the De-
partment not put adequate
safeguards on this duplicity?
And why must Meghalaya
harbour such officers as if
there is a famine of forest
officials?

Let me now come to an-
other interesting aspect vis
a vis the environment. On
June 25, the Meghalaya State

1 Pollution Control Board
(MSPCB) gave apress state-
mentthat as perthe Rule 4(2)
ofthe Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Rules 2016, the manu-
facture, import, stocking,
distribution, sale and use of
single use plastics including
polystyrene and expanded
polystyrene commodities

future for generations to
come.

Yours etc.,

Khrawpyrkhat David

Mynsong

Shillong

On stand-alone
MPs

Editor,

The editorial “Non-
aligned MP in Parliament”
(ST 27,2024) made interest-
ing reading. When a Member
in Parliament in the Lok
Sabha abstains from voting
during the election of the
Speaker, it can imply few
things: The MP may choose
to remain neutral, not fa-
vouring any candidate. This
could be due to personal rea-
sons or a desire to maintain
impartiality. Sometimes MPs
abstain strategically. They
may withhold their vote to
signal dissatisfaction with
both candidates or to nego-
tiate for future favours or
positions. In a hung Parlia-
ment or when party lines are
blurred, MPs may abstain if
their party has not officially
endorsed a candidate or if
they want to avoid internal
conflicts. The MP might ab-
stain due to moral or ethical
reasons, refusing to support
either candidate. However,
abstaining from voting does
not necessarily indicate in-
difference; it can reflect
complex political dynamics
or individual convictions.
Implications apart, in order
to promote his ideas and

was to be prohibited from
July 1, 2022. However the
MSPCB received a complaint
from the Central Pollution
Control Board on June 4,
2024 that single-use plastics
were still being manufactured
by M/s Jai Plastech Private
Ltd. The MSPCB inspected
the premises of the aforesaid
company and found that it
was still manufacturing single
use plastics. The entire stock
of plastics and raw material
weighing 0.95 tonnes was
seized by the MSPCB and
the Company was fined Rs
4.28 lakh.

Again this is a bit strange
considering that the MSPCB
is expected to carry out regu-
lar inspections of the indus-
trial areas to check the pol-
lution levels of those spaces.
How did this unit escape the
attention ofthe State Pollution
Agency? And donttell us that
the MSPCB officials or their
wives don't go marketing
and haven't seen thcfte black
plastic bags being freely dis-
tributed since 2022? Above
all, Chief Minister, Conrad
Sangma had promised some
school students way back in
2019 that single use plastics
which are toxic to the envi-
ronment would be banned.
That never happened even
while the students look on in
bewilderment atan unfulfilled
promise.

It is tragic indeed that a
state that is trying to promote
tourism and relies heavily on
its environment is ignoring
these dangerous signs where
forest cover is disappearing
at a frenetic pace. The more
ethical question is - What are
we leaving behind for our
children and grand-children?
It is my considered opinion
that most of the high level
elites in the government today
will not be settling down in
Meghalaya. Their children
are studying abroad and when
life here becomes unlivable
they will shift base togreener
pastures. They have amassed
enough wealthto do so. Those
who will suffer the conse-
quences are those who voted
these privileged ones to hold
positions of responsibility
even as we are leftto confront
our own frailty and fallibility.
Indeed, the price we pay for
our errors is higher than the
benefits we gain fron” our
small successes.

To be thinking of all these
human-induced consequences
and the relentless assault on

.the environment is to brutal-

ize our souls. But we have to
keep at it. Ancient wisdom
speaks of scepticism of the
head and audacity ofthe heart.
That’s how we have to brave
the anti-climate brigands. We
may not win the climate war
but we will continue to fight
the small battles.

policies an MP has to engage
in lobbying and persuade
other MPs to support specific
issues through letter-writing,
emails or social media com-
munication. Then there is
a need for networking and
building relationships. Net-
working helps a member of
Parliament collaborate with
like-minded MPs, regard-
less of party affiliations.
Members of Parliament can
form cross-party alliances to
advance shared causes and
address common concerns.
By networking, Mem-
bers of Parliament increase
their visibility within Par-
liament. This recognition
can lead to opportunities to
speak, propose amendments
and contribute to legislative
processes. In the case of Dr
Syngkon, Member ofParlia-
ment, the editorial rightly
pointed outthat “pragmatism
dictates that implementing
the VPP’s manifesto would
require all the negotiating
skills of the new MP which
also means the support of
the ruling party - the NDA.
It would necessarily mean
constantly lobbying for those
demands. How Dr Syngkon
manages the balancing act
will be keenly watched by
political observers across the
spectrum”.
Your etc;
/K Lyngdoh
Via email
Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong limes

Some dramatic Indian
shifts amid changing
geopolitics

By RK Pattnaik

India’s geo-economic and
geopolitical ambitions are
growing, and with it has tome
a shift that challenges long-
held, time-tested positions and'
alignments that have been built
during the Nehruvian era and
have been strengthened over
the first 75 years ofthe republic.
This change inIndia’s positions
is probably, best seen in the
growing closeness to the Israeli
regime ofBenjamin Netanyahu
which has been accused of a
continued and relentless geno-
cide in Gaza. There isnt much
consensus on this deep policy
change internally in India.

The need for consensus is
probably less felt in areas of
foreign policy, geopolitics and
geo-economics, all of which
aren’t the hot topic of discus-
sion inthe country. The average
citizen or student isn’t typically
engaged in the nuances of for-
eign policy, trade relations or
political leanings and their
interplay with economics. Yet,
the significance of this shift
needs to be underlined, as also
a lack of debate or consensus
in India on the realignment
that is distinctly underway.
This comes at a difficult time
in global affairs.

Considerthatthe RBI Annu-
al Report for 2023-24 released
last month has emphasised
escalating geopolitical tensions,
rising geo-economic.fragmenta-
tion and the inefficiencies that
this brings in a world where
globalisation appears to be in
retreat “Geopolitics” and “geo-
economics” as terms appear 16
times in the RBI annual report
dated May 30, 2024 (Part I:
Assessment and Prospects,
more than the number of times
seen in the previous year), a
pointer to how economics is
being constrained by politics
in the context of the demands
and exigencies of geopolitics.
The emphasis (or overemphasis
as some might call this) tells
us that an entire gamut of is-

sues, like,the external sector .

which comprises trade, capital
flows and currency movements,
crude prices and their move-
ment, global financial markets,
global inflation and the foreign
exchange market, are so deeply
interwoven globally that any
retreat from the principles of
globalisation into an era of
deglobalisation will bring big
new and serious economic chal-
lenges. Yet, these challenges are
coming in aworld riddled with
risingtensions andthe potential
threat of closing of borders, a
reinforcement of national agen-
das, and priorities of a strong
nation-state as a force against
globalisation and multilateral-
ism. As the RBI report noted:
“Global financial conditions
tightened amidst heightened
volatility in response to syn-
chronised monetary policy
tightening as well as aggravat-
ing geopolitical conflicts.”

We see that already “trade
and investment flows are being
redirected along geopolitical
lines,” according to the first
Deputy Managing Director of
the IMF,’Gita,Gopinath. In her
May 2024 speech (“Geopolitics
and its Impact on Glohal Trade
and the Dollar’) at the Stanford
Institute for Economic Policy
Research, she noted that China’s
share in U.S. imports declined
by eight percentage points
and the U.S. share in China’s
exports dropped by about four
percentage points between 2017
and 2023 following a flare-up
in trade tensions. Direct trade
between Russia and the West
collapsed following the conflict
with Ukraine and subsequent"
sanctions on Russia.

Geopolitical tensions are of
course not new; they surfaced
during the World Wars and
resurfaced during the 1970s in
the form ofa Cold War between
the then superpowers, USAand
the Soviet Union. The economic
consequence ofthis manifested
inthe patterns and directions of
foreigntrade, cross-border capi-
tal flows, currency movements
and migration of labour. The
collapse ofthe USSR, the emer-
gence of China as a new eco-
nomic power, the formation of
the European Union, the emer-
gence ofUSAas ahegemonand
most recently, new questions on
the Israel-Palestinian conflict
that is increasingly being seen
as genocide has resulted in a
paradigm change in the world
political and economic order,
threating multilateral co-oper-
ation and multilateral systems

_ofeconomic governance.

These developments have
consequently posed a threat
to international peace, secu-
rity and political stability. The
world economic order faces a
transformation from public ex-
penditure on developmental and
welfare-oriented programmes
to a higher level of defence
expenditure.

The term “geo-economics”
was first used by Edward Lut-
twak in 1990. Luttwak argued
that cold war ideological rival-
ries have been replaced world-
wide by economic competition,
in which trade and finance
overshadows military power.
Geo-economics as a branch
of knowledge emerged from
geopolitics, as international
economic relations are guided
by political relations. To quote
the old English proverb, “trade
follows the flag and the flag
follows the trade”, which was
first used in the context of
colonies When it was coined
by E. Cobham Brewer in 1894,
but is now used to highlighfa
co-movement of politics and
economics. Yet,' as some win
argue, the underlying baggage
of colonisation is unchanged,
with global business as the new
occupying force in which India,
too, wants a share ofthe pie!

Among the BRICS coun-
tries, China has emerged as
a new economic power and ;
geopolitical force, giving usthe
IMF classification of blocs as
USA-leaning countries, Chinsp
leaning countries and non-
aligned countries. China Has
occupied a position for itself
in geopolitics. Reflecting thisj
the Chinese currency Renminbi
has been included inthe basket
of currencies by IMF. Besides,;
the foreign currency reserves of
China stood at US$3.2trillipir
(April2024), anindication ofits
growing financial muscle inthe
global order.Russia with crude
oil reserves (geo-economic*
leverage) and a strong military
base (geo-political lever?*e |
is geo”poljtieally sensitive. -ItH
dia’s position in the context of
geo-politics is its commitment
to maintain a harmonious eco-
nomic and political relationship
with both USAandRussia. This
is evident from the revival of
Rupee trade with Russia. With
regards to USA, India’s total
foreign trade during 2022-23
accounted for 24.44% oftheto-
tal(17.41% shareinexportsand
share in 7.03% imports). India’s
trade with China accounted for
17.18%ofthetotal foreigntrade
(3.39% share in exports dnd
6.47% share in imports). ] |

Broadly, in the blocs aS
mentioned above, where does
India stand? Is it USA-leaning,
China-leaning, non-aligned
or ready for partnerships ev-
erywhere and anywhere? The
official stance is that India’s
foreign policy objective is: to
move to multi-alignment from
the conventional non-alignment
leaning. This is corroborated by
JIndia’s foreigntrade dataduring
2022-2023, as published bythe
RBI. Excluding USA and Cfti»
na, India’s foreign trade to other
countries accounted for 58.38%
ofthe total foreign trade during
2022-23, of which the share of
the European Union in foreign
trade was 21.70%, and OPEC
countries 33.4%. As against
this, a decade ago (2013-14)
the share of total foreign trade
excluding USAand China, was
83.3% of which the share of
the European Union in foreign
trade was 13.24%, and OPEC
countries 31.26%. As it may be
seen, over the decade, India’s
trade relations with USA and
Chinahave grownto 41.62%in
2022-23 versus 16.7%in 2013-
24, indicating a tilt.

In sum, efficiency gains
from trade specialisation and
globalisation are under threat
from retreating globalisation.
As the IMF notes: “While
rebuilding trust is difficult and
may take time, it is critical to
avoid the worst outcomes in a
rapidly fragmenting world. Itis
well-worth it to preserve some
of the enormous gains from
economic integration that have
made the world more prosper- '
ous and more secure”.

India is working to redis-
cover itselfinthis phase andthe
shifts we see are nothing short
of dramatic.

(Dr.R.K.Pattnaikisaformer
central banker and Professor
at Gokhale Institute ofPolitics
and Economics, Pune. Views
are personal) (Syndicate: The
Billion Press) (e-mail: editor@
thebillionpress.org)
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Criminal laws decolonised
ON June 27, the Press Information Bureau (PIB)
and the Meghalaya Police organised a discussion on
the three new criminal laws, namely the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita, and the Bharatiya Sakshya Sanhita that
are set to replace the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) and the Indian
Evidence Act, respectively, with effect from July 1,
2024. The discussion was to throw light on the vital
aspects of the three reformed criminal laws. The
audience comprised media persons, law students
and lawyers. In essence, the new or reformed laws
would replace the colonial laws and with them the
western ethical mores upon which the laws were
drafted. Police officials lauded the new laws stat-
ing they were citizen-friendly and justice-centric
since FIRs cquu now be filed via the online mode
and from anywhere in the country (zero FIR). The
laws will rely heavily on technology. Citizens filing
FIRs now can follow online their case statuses and
ask the police for the progress of investigation of
those cases. Cases would now also be resolved in
a time bound manner thereby doing away with the
infamous “tareekh pe tareekh,” saga that has long

ailed the judiciary in India.

However, even before the D-date has arrived
some lawyers have approached the Supreme Court
praying for specific directions to immediately con-
stitute an expert committee for assessing and iden-
tifying the viability of the three new criminal laws.
An additional petition has also been filed asking for
a stay on the operation and implementation of three
new criminal laws. The petitioners contend that the
titles ofthe current laws are not accurate. They stated
that as per the interpretation of statutes, the titles of
these proposed bills do not clearly reflect the statutes
and their motive. Instead, the current names of the
Acts are ambiguous. Apart from this, the petitioners
contend that there were discrepancies in the Acts.
Regarding BNS, they said, it retains most offences
from the IPC. Further, BNS defines petty organised
crime as an offence. This includes vehicle theft,
pickpocketing, selling public examination question
papers, and other forms of organized crimes commit-
ted by gangs. To be considered as such, these crimes
must (i) cause a general feeling of insecurity among
citizens and (ii) be committed by organized criminal
groups or gangs, including mobile organised crime
groups. The petitioners stated that the Bills were
passed without any proper parliamentary debate as
141 MPs from the Opposition were under suspen-
sion. This has led to arbitrary passage of the Bills

with no challenges.

The petitioners pointed to former Chief Justice
NV Ramana’s concerns in 2021 regarding enact-
ment of laws without proper debate. The former
Chief Justice had said, “Parliamentary debate is
a fundamental part of democratic lawmaking. In
parliament, members' debate bills before they vote
,on them. Because debates are public, they provide
Members of Parliament (MPs) an opportunity to rep-
resent the views of constituents on the floor and give
voice to voters' concerns.” Amongst other issues the
petitioners expressed concern at the admissibility of
electronic records since the process lacks safeguards
to prevent tampering and contamination of these
records during the investigation process.

G Letters to the Editor

Takeways
from Speaker
election drama

Editor,

The third day of the first
session of the 18th Lok
Sabha saw a protest by the
INDIA bloc in the form
of election for the post of
Speaker. The Ruling alliance
and the Opposition alliance
failed to reach a consensus
after the Ruling side failed to
guarantee the post of Deputy
Speaker to the Opposition.

Whereas in the morning
of the third day, the INDIA
blo.c's candidate, Congress
M.P. Kodikkunal Suresh
affirmed that INDIA bloc
is united, and therefore will
ask for a division of votes in
the house.

Athome, many were ask-
ing the Shillong MP Dr
Ricky Syngkon net to ab-
stain from voting. When it
was confirmed that the MP
was going to abstain, we
saw virile criticisms from
some sections that absten-
tion amounted to support
of the Ruling alliance, and
even more virile accusations
that the MP and his party are
supporting BJP and even
Hindutva ideology, by the
mere act of abstaining from
voting for the Speaker.

But when all was said
and done and the dust had

settled, the Speaker was ac-
tually elected unanimously,
because after the voice votes
were recorded, the INDIA
bloc never called for a divi-
sion ofvotes. There were no
paper votes, as the whole
exercise proved to be merely
a symbolic protest by the
Opposition bloc. But what is
more telling is that there are
reports that some individual
MP's in the Opposition actu-
ally objected to the unani-
mous election of Om Birla
as the Speaker and called for
division of votes.

So, why did neither the
Ruling alliance nor the Op-
position bloc call for a divi-
sion of votes, when as many
as eight MPs, according to
some reports, objected to the
election and had called for
it? The takeaway is that the
INDIA bloc is not as united
as those who criticised the
Shillong MP think it to be.
The Opposition alliance
itself did not take the objec-
tion of some MP's seriously.
It was always a symbolic
exercise that was never go-
ing to see paper votes be-
ing cast. And at the end of
the day, when the dust had
settled, the INDIA bloc and
the Ruling alliance elected
the Speaker unanimously,
with no objection.

So, the Shillong MP hap-
pened to be on the right side
of this futile and symbolic
drama, and 1 applaud his
stance, despite the strong and

Gendered Poverty In
a Matrilineal State

By E Revathi and Govind Kelkar

Meghalaya is a matrilin-
eal society with land and lin-
eage in the women’s names.
The youngest daughter (ka
khadduh) inherits the fam-
ily land and house, and she
is the custodian of it, also
bestowed with the respon-
sibility oftaking care ofher
parents and other family
members. The female labour
force participation rate in
the state is the highest in
the country at around 60%.
Agriculture engages 80% of
the population in 4.5 lakh
households in the state but
contributes around 18% to
GVA (Gross Value Added).
One can easily perceive
from this scenario, that the
per capita income of those
depending on agriculture
is very low compared to
the state per capita income.
Landlessness has been grow-
ing in the state for the past
two decades or even more.
According to the SECC
(Socio-economic Caste Cen-
sus) 2011 data oiily 24% of
households own any land in
the state. The more recent
NFHS 5 data show that 65%
of women owned a house
or land alone orjointly with
others. From the growing
landlessness, it could be un-
derstood that women mostly
owned houses and not land.
Around 34 % of rural land-
less tribal households derive
amajor part oftheir income
from manual labour.

Meghalaya ranked 3rd in
the percentage: of the total
populationwho are multi-di-
mensionally poor at27.79%,
only after Jharkhand and
Bihar, according to the Na-
tional Multi-Dimensional
Poverty Index (MDPI) Re-
port 2023. The MDPI, a
non-income poverty mea-
sure is based on the NFHS
5 (National Family Health
Survey) data collected dur-
ing 2019-21. The reduc-
tion in MDP compared to
earlier NFHS 4 (2015-16)
is marginal at 4.75 %. It
was 32.54% in NFHS 4 and
reduced marginally. Gener-
ally, a higher population in
poverty would also mean a
faster reduction in poverty
numbers, but the case ofMe-
ghalaya has been an excep-
tion. While the headcount
ratio has fallen, the intensity
of poverty has stubbornly
remained the same. The
MDPI has fallen because of
areduction inthe headcount
ratio but not due to a fall in
the intensity ofpoverty.

Multi-dimensional pov-
erty and its indicators: The
MDPI has three dimensions-
health and nutrition, educa-
tion, and standard of living,
each contributing equally
to the index. The number of
indicators varies- while the
health dimension has three
indicators (nutrition, child

virile criticisms. So, | appeal
to alL sections of the State
to be more mature in their
public statements and not be
so reactionary or hyperbolic
in their statements, as it is
in this case, the drama was
much ado about nothing. Let
us support or criticize our
MP within reason.
Yours etc.,
Kitdor H. Blah,
Via email

Lessons from
the Emergency

Editor,
Apropos the news item

“Reference to Emergency m

could have been avoided,
Rahul tells Speaker " (ST
June 28,2024). The decision
of the Speaker, Lok Sabha
to raise historical issues can
be a matter of debate. The
Speaker’s role is to maintain
decorum, ensure smooth
proceedings, and uphold
parliamentary rules. If the
issue being raised has direct
relevance to current affairs,
governance or constitutional
matters, it may be appropri-
ate. Sometimes, revisiting
historical events can serve
as a reminder of past mis-
takes or achievements. It can
inform lawmakers and citi-
zens about consequences of
certain actions. However, if
the Speaker raises old issues
purely for political gains or

& adolescent mortality and
maternal health); education
has two indicators (years
of schooling and school at-
tendance); standard of living
has the maximum number of
seven indicators (cooking
fuel, sanitation, drinking
water, housing, electricity,
assets and bank accounts).
The MDPI is measured in
two components viz- HCR
(headcount ratio) and the
intensity of poverty. The
MDPI has been assessed for
the first time as a baseline in
2015-16 using NFHS 4 data,
the subsequent editions are
comparable to assess the
improvement or decline in
multi-dimensional poverty.

Multi-dimensional pov-
erty inthe State: An analysis
of the multi-dimensional
poverty in the state shows
it is higher in rural areas,
but the intensity of poverty
has increased in urban areas
compared to rural areas. A
further dive into the indi-
cators shows that the state
has not fared well in nutri-
tion and maternal health,
education in both indica-
tors of years of schooling
and school attendance and
housing (under the stan-
dard of living dimension).
Still, around a fifth of the
population is deprived of
nutrition, maternal health,
cooking fuel and housing.
The under-5 mortality rate
is as high as 40, with an
Infant Mortality rate of 32
and a neo-natal mortality
rate of 19.8, according to
NFHS 5 data.

Among the three ma-
jor tribes of the state - the
Khasis, Jaintia and the Garo,
the Jaintia tribe living in
the West Jaintia Hills dis-
trict ranked lowest, with a
high MDPI (poorest) fol-
lowed by Khasis in the West
Khasi district. East Jain-
tia Hills district and South
West Khasi also rank low
after West Jaintia and West
Khasi Hills districts. Garo
community has the lowest
MDPI in the state, indicat-
ing a lower percentage of
a multi-dimensionally poor
population. Ribhoi district,
which had the highest MDPI
in 2015-16, could improve
its performance in lowering
the number of poor by 14%
in 2019-20. This may be due
to the fertile lands and its
good productivity, earning
it the name ‘food basket’ of
Meghalaya.

Loss of land and liveli-
hoods: The structure of land
holdings has been undergo-
ing transformation. Clan
land meant for the use of
clan members and commu-
nity land meant for the use
of members of the village

to divert attention, it may
not be in the best interest of
parliamentary functioning.
Ultimately the appropriate-
ness depends on the specific
context, intent, and impact of
raising the issue. Transparen-
cy, fairness and adherence to
parliamentary norms should
guide such decisions.

The Emergency of 1975
in India offers crucial lessons
for politicians and demo-
cratic governance. Thethree
takeaways are (a) imposition
of Emergency demonstrated
the dangers of concentrat-
ing power in the hands of a
single leader (b) politicians
should prioritize democratic
principles, people’s par-
ticipation, and adherence
to constitutional norms (c)
despotism has no place in
a healthy democracy. The
ambiguity surrounding the
Emergency provision in the
Constitution was evident
during 1975. Policy makers
must ensure that emergency
powers are used judiciously
and only in cases of armed
rebellion or external aggres-
sion. Clarity and transpar-
ency in legal provisions are
essential.

The Emergency made cit-
izens acutely aware of their
rights and civil liberties.
Politicians should uphold
these fundamental rights
and avoid undermining con-
stitutional organs like the
judiciary. Public awareness
and vigilance are critical for

or group of villages have
been on the decline. Major
chunks of such land have
been converted into private
land with the support and/or
connivance ofVillage Coun-
cil leaders or distributed
among the powerful clan
members. An elite class has
emerged, especially among
Khasis and Jaintias, which
could control land by way of
private property, especially
in urban areas. Land has
also been given by the Au-
tonomous District Councils,
which have control over land
for mining, buildings, roads
and other infrastructure -
broadly for development
purposes to the Government.
As most ofthe development
projects or activities are
predominantly male, they
could get employed in such
activities. Landlessness
among households implies
women became landless as
land mostly is in the name
ofwomen. Thus, women left
with no land either work on
leased land with a very low
share left for themselves
as they have to part with at
least 50% of produce to the
land owner or alternatively
are forced to work as casual
labour in farm or non-farm
sector in rural areas with
daily wages anywhere be-
tween INR 250 -300, while
men get INR 500.

Data shows that only 40
per cent who worked in the
last 12 months were paid in
cash; in the case of others,
it is mostly unpaid labour.
Most ofthe women work in
the informal sectors like pet-
ty trade, street vending and
so on, with inadequate and
unstable incomes. More-
over, women bear the brunt
ofunpaid care and domestic
work. According to NFHS
5 data, 16.9% of women
married before they were 18
years old; the total fertility
rate or children per woman
was 2.9 (higher than the
national average at 2); teen-
aged mothers account for
7.2%; 54% of women aged
15-49 years are anaemic.
Increasingly, women have
become single parents due to
the ‘brittleness’ of marriage
in the matrilineal system.
The ‘Exploratory Study on
the Socio-Economic Status
and Problems of Single
Mothers inMeghalaya’ con-
ducted by the State Com-
mission for Women in 2022,
reports there were 3,078
single mothers in seven of
the 12 districts surveyed.-
Their level of education is
low- 46.2% ofthem were il-
literate while 28.4% just had
only primary education.

The loose structure of
marriage with fluid relations

safeguarding democracy.
Therefore, politicians should
leam from history and pri-
oritize democratic values,
legal clarity, and citizens’
rights to prevent any recur-
rence of such dark episodes
in future.
Yours etc;
VK Lyngdoh
Viaemail

Restore
Bangalkata’s
Power Now

Editor,

I am writing to draw at-
tention to the severe hard-
ships faced by the residents
of Bangalkata village in the
Phulbari constituency due to
prolonged electricity outage.
For the past 13 days, our vil-
lage has been without power,
causing significant disrup-
tion to our daily lives.

Phulbari constituency is
represented by the Power
Minister of Meghalaya, Mr.
A.T. Mondal, which makes
this situation particularly
concerning. Despite repeated
appeals to the local authori-
ties, no substantive action
has been taken to resolve
this issue.

The electricity outage has
severely impacted various
aspects of our lives:

1 Education: This is the
time for half-yearly exami-

between men and women
more as partners leaves
scope for men deserting or
abandoning wives and chil-
dren and not taking care of
them. Polygyny is still not
uncommon. Women carry
the burden ofrunning a fam-
ily. All these point towards
what is called ‘gendered pov-
erty’, where poverty is more
concentrated among women,
who are ill-equipped - with
low levels of education, in-
formal employment, unstable
incomes, malnourished and
burdened with family care.
Moreover, women are unable
to articulate their needs and
demands due to the culture of
keeping them out of village/
community decision-making
- the Dorbar Shnong. Wom-
en, however, are excluded
from participation in the
traditional political system.
Only men are allowed to
hold office in the Dorbar
Shnong.

The way forward: Poor
women are indeed at a cross-
roads with neither clan nor
community support nor fam-
ily support. The coming to-
gether ofwomen may show a
way towards collective activ-
ity in the form of Self-help
groups (SHGs). Elsewhere
in the c6untry, especially in
the southern states, SHGs
have made, a rapid stride in
bringing women together,
primarily catering to their
economic needs but also
expanding their space into
social and political spheres.
What is urgent today for the
poor women in the state is
to give them a stable liveli-
hood which may eventually
prevent inter-generational
poverty. Coming together
of women may also lead to
a new thinking of claiming
their space in governance
structures changing adverse
social norms of their exclu-
sion from decision-making.
Many inthe women’s move-
ment have been arguing for
wpmen’sunmediatedrightto
land as a critical component
of women'’s, socio-political
equality. However, the ex-
ample of Meghalaya shows
women’s land rights is only
half of the story. The two
other critical components
of such empowerment are
women’s equal participation
in the decision-making atthe
community level and at state
structures of governance
in ending both gendered
poverty and discriminatory
social norms.

(E Revathi is a Develop-
menteconomistandDirector
Centrefor Economic and So-
cial Studies, Hyderabad and
Govind Kelkar is Executive
Director and Professor of
GenDev, Centrefor Research
and Innovation based in
Gurgaon).

nations, and students are
finding it extremely difficult
to study withoutproper light-
ing. Absence ofelectricity is
hindering their preparation,
which could adversely af-
fect their academic perfor-
mance.

2. Healthcare: The local
health centre is unable to
function effectively, putting
the health and lives ofvillag-
ers at risk.

3. Agriculture: Fanners
are facing difficulties in ir-
rigating their fields, which
could lead to crop failure and
subsequent financial losses.

4. Daily Life: The absence
of electricity has disrupted
basic activities, including
food preservation and com-
munication, leading to a de-
cline in the quality of life.

We request the Power
Minister to respond to our
call and to take immediate
actionto restore electricity in
Bangalkata village. We de-
serve to get equal treatment
in terms of power supply as
the people of Shillong and
other district headquarters
get.

Yours etc.,

Tauger Hassan,
Bangalkata Village,
Phulbari

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

President Droupadi Murmu braves
pitfalls in Modi govt’s narrative

Rejuvenated INDIA bloc
will find many loopholes in

her address to joint session
By Sushil Kutty

President Droupadi
Murmu must have known
the moment she woke up
that she would be men-
tioning “my government”
again and again when she
addresses the joint session
ofParliament. It is another
presidential chore — ad-
dressing joint sessions of
the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha, reading out
aloud the speech written
for her by the government
oftHe day which she did on
June 27.

The President of India
is restricted in choices.
Addressing joint sessions
ofParliamentand speaking
on behalf of “my govern-
ment” is part of the deal.
The President of India,
even if she wants to, can-

not speak her mind. The
“my government” this time
was the |® A government
led by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. That is to
say, the “my government”
could have been a Rahul
Gandhi-led INDI-Alliance
government.

Butitwasn’t and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
NDA government got a
chance to stamp BJP's
agenda all over the Presi-
dent’s Address as the Presi-
dent adjusted to the flow
of the script given to her.
She spoke ofthe upcoming
budget, which if it would
be different from earlier
Sitharaman budgets, would
be scintillating.

Some ofthe words inthe
address reminded people of
Modi wanting to “change
the Constitution”. It also
struck people that President
Droupadi Murmu’s address
had been weaponized to
take on the suddenly em-
powered Opposition.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s frustration at
not getting “abki baar 400
paar” has been on most
everybody’s lips since June
4, election results day, and
Modi’s alleged designs on
the Constitution of India
was cited as one of the
more prominent reasons
why Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi got “reduced
to a minority”.

Realizing the hole he
was in, the BJP picked
on Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi’s “tanashahi 1975
Emergency” td hit back
at the Congress. In both
the narratives, the govern-
ment and the opposition’s,
the Constitution of India
is the common factor. But
the BJP had to go back in
time, 49 years to be exact,
and resurrect Indira Gandhi
to accuse the Congress of
doing the greatest harm to
the Constitution, whereas
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is a sitting duck right
here and now.

If there was one thing
which every opposition
MP carried to Parliament
in this 18th Lok Sabha, it
was a slim hardcover of
the Constitution of India.
The majority of the Op-
position MPs took the oath
on the statute book, except
AIMIM's Hyderabad MP
Asaduddin Owaisi who
couldn't get hold of a copy
of the Constitution of Pal-
estine.

Of course, President
Murmu highlighted the
Budget and the many his-
toric steps in the offing,
both economic and social,
in her address. She spoke of
the “speed of the reforms”

and the “aspirations of
people”.

She urged “healthy com-
petition between states”
— with what she called
"the spirit of competitive-
cooperative federalism™,
repeating Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s favourite
line that, "India has become
the world's fifth-largest
economy.”

President Murmu spoke
all that the NDA goveni-
ment wrote for her, which
was basically Prime Min-
ister Modi’s achievements
during the 10 years of B)P
rule when he was at the
helm. It was about Modi
1:0 and Modi 2:0. Biliar
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar and Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandfa-

babu Naidu had nothing
to gloat about in the Pr~si-'
dent’s Address. Their tijiie
will come next year if the
NDA government is still
around a year from today.

The “average 8 percent
growth in the last 10years”
came in for mention in the
President’s address as
the little nugget that this
growth rate was achieved
despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the international
conflicts. “India alone is
contributing 15 percent to
global growth,” President
Murmu told the joint ses-
sion. Y

And when she spoke;of
the NEET, she couldn’t,do
anything else other than
promising exemplary pyn-
ishment to those behind
the paper leak. With the
Narendra Modi-led NDA
government both tongue-
tied and hog-tied, President
Droupadi Murmu had. to
“my government” with a
great deal less enthusiasm
when she spoke on NEET.

The NEET UG-2024
mess and the controversy
surrounding the Consti-
tution of India, allega-
tions thatthe BJP-led NDA
government continued to
be a threat to BR Ambed-
kar’s vision for India, left
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi little leeway to come
up with a more uplifting
Presidential Address for
President Murmu to read
aloud.

Whether the Modi gov-
ernment succeeded in miti-
gating his government’s
role in the NEET paper
leak will be known when
the results for Jharkhand,
Haryana and Maharashtra
assembly election results
are announced. Till then,
the BJP will be on tent
terhook. That the BJP is
against government re-
cruitments is known far
and wide.

President Murmu served
the Modi Government’s
purpose when- she raised
the “imposition of Emer-
gency in 1975”, noting that
it was “the “biggest and
darkest chapter” of Indian
parliamentary history, what
she referred to as “direct
attack on the Constitution.”
For the Modi government,
this was sweet revenge. The
INDI-Alliance’s continued
attacks on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his al-
leged designs on the Con-
stitution had left the Prime
Minister looking bloodless
and pale. The “Constitution
War” between the BJP and
the INDIA bloc isnot going
to end anytime soon. (IPA
Service)
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The science behind splashdown

How NASA and SpaceX get spacecraft safely back on Earth

Support teams work around the SpaceX Crew Dragon Resilience spacecraft shortly after it landed with NASA astronauts
Mike Hopkins, Shannon Walker, and Victor Glover, and Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) astronaut
Soichi Noguchi aboard in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Panama City, Florida, on May 2, 2021. (AP)

or about 15 minutes on July

21, 1961, American astronaut

Gus Grissom felt at the top of
the world - and indeed he was.

Grissom crewed the Liberty Bell
7 mission, a ballistic test flight that
launched him through the atmo-
sphere from a rocket. During the
test, he sat inside a small capsule
and reached a peak of over 100
miles up before splashing down in
the Atlantic Ocean.

A Navy ship, the USS Randolph,
watched the successful end of the
mission from a safe distance. Ev-
erything had gone according to plan,
the controllers at Cape Canav eral
were exultant, and Grissom knew
he had just entered a VIP club as
the second American astronaut in
history.

mGrissom remained inside his
capsule and swayed on the gentle

ocean waves. While he waited for a
helicopter to take him onto the USS
Randolph’s dry deck, he finished
recording some flight data. But then,
tnings took an unexpected turn.

An incorrect command in the
capsule’s explosives system caused
the hatch to pop out, which let water
flow into the tiny space. Grissom
had also forgotten to close a valve
in his spacesuit, so water began to
seep into his suit as he fought to
stay afloat.

After a dramatic escape from the
capsule, he struggled to keep his
head above the surface while giving
signals to the helicopter pilot that
something had gone wrong. The
helicopter managed to save him at
the last instant.

Grissom's near-death escape
remains one of the most dramatic
splashdowns in history. But splash-

ing down into water remains one of
the most common ways astronauts
return to Earth.

Fortunately, most splashdowns
are not quite that nerve-racking, at
least on papef.

Splashdown explained

Before it can perform a safe land-
ing, a spacecraft returning to Earth
needs to slow down.

While it is careening back to
Earth, a spacecraft has a lot of
kinetic energy. Friction with the
atmosphere introduces drag, which
slows down the spacecraft.

The friction converts the space-
craft’s kinetic energy to thermal
energy, or heat.

All this heat radiates out into the
surrounding air, which gets really,
really hot. Since reentry velocities
can be several times the speed of

‘Star - Gazing’

sound, the force of the air push-
ing back against the vehicle turns
the vehicle’s surroundings into a
scorching flow that’s about 2,700
degrees Fahrenheit (1,500' degrees
Celsius).

In the case of SpaceX’s mas-
sive Starship rocket, this tempera-
ture even reaches 3,000 degrees
Fahrenheit (nearly 1,700 degrees
Celsius).

Unfortunately, no matter how
quickly this transfer happens, there’s
still not enough time during reentry
forthe vehicle to slow down to a safe
enough velocity not to crash. So, the
engineers resort to other methods
that can slow down a spacecraft
during splashdown.

Parachutes are the first option.
NASA typically uses designs with
bright colours, Such as orange,
which make them easy to spot.

They’re also huge, with diameters
of over 100 feet, and each reentry
vehicle usually uses more than one
for.the best stability.

The first parachutes de'ployed,
called drag parachutes, eject when
the vehicle’s velocity falls below
about 2,300 feet per second (700
metres per second).

Even then, the rocket can’t crash
against a hard surface. It needs to
land somewhere that will cushion
the impact. Researchers figured
eout early on that water makes an
excellent shock absorber. Thus,
splashdown was bom.

Why water?

Water has a relatively low viscos-
ity - that is, it deforms fast under
stress - and it has a density much
lower than hard rock. These two
qualities make it ideal for landing
spacecraft. But the other main rea-
son water wojks so well is because
it covers 70 per cent ofthe planet’s
surface, sothe chances of hitting it
are high when you’re falling from
space.

The science behind splashdown is
complex, as a long history proves.

In 1961-, the US conducted the
first crewed splashdowns in his-
tory. These used Mercury reentry
capsules.

These capsules had a roughly
conical shape and fell with the
base toward the water. The astro-
naut inside sat facing upward. The
base absorbed most of the heat, so
researchers designed a heat shield
thatboiled away as the capsule shot
through the atmosphere.

As the capsule slowed and the
friction reduced, the air got copier,
which made it able to absorb the
excess heat on the vehicle, thereby
cooling it down as well. At a suf-
ficiently low speed, the parachutes
would deploy.

Splashdown occurs at a veloc-
ity of about 80 feet per second (24
metres per second). It’s not exactly
a smooth impact, but that’s slow

enough for the capsule to thwack;

into the ocean and absorb shock’;
from the impact without damag-I

ing its structure, its payload or any

astronauts inside.

Following the Challenger loss in
1986, when the space shuttle Chal-
lenger broke apairt shortly after lift-
off, engineers started focusing thejr
vehicle designs on what’s called the
crashworthiness phenomena - or the
degree ofdamage a craft takes after
it hits a surface.

Now, all vehicles need to prove
that they can offer a chance of sur-
vival on water after returning from

mspace.

Researchers build complex mod-
els, then test them with laboratory
experiments to prove that the struc-
ture is sturdy enough to meet this
requirement.

Onto the future

Between 2021 and June 2024,
seven of SpaceX’s Dragon capsules
performed flawless splashdowns on
their return from the International
Space Station. t

' On June 6, the most powerful
rocket to date, SpaceX’s Starship,
made aphenomenal vertical splash-,
down into the Indian Ocean.

Its rocket boosters kept firing,
while approaching the surface,’
creating an extraordinary cloud
of hissing steam surrounding the'
nozzles.

SpaceX has been using splash-’
downs to recover its boosters after
launch, with no significant damage,
to their critical parts, so that it can
recycle them for future missions.
Unlocking this reusability will
allow private companies to save
millions of dollars in infrastructure
and reduce mission costs.

Splashdown continues to be the
most common spacecraft reentry
tactic, and withmore space agencies
and private companies shooting for
the stars, we’re likely to see plenty,
more take place in the future. (The
Conversation)

Why do some planets have moons?

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’

Moon square Mercury on your solar return chart indicates a mixed year. In
order to avoid feeling stuck or suffocated, it is advised to express yourself
with a class that stimulates your artistic side. You possess a natural psychic
gift, and you'll be encouraged to explore it more this year. However, in order
to break through any blocks, you encounter at work, you will have to speak
up.and ask for what you want, rather than waiting for someone to notice
you're unhappy. Surround yourself with blue, as it carries the power to
increase self-knowledge and improve your ability to express yourself more
authentically. Your most intimate relationship can help you to discover more
about yourself this year, as you're encouraged to share on a deeper and
more trusting level.
This week for you'

Aries: (March 21 - April 20) You would be highly ambitious and work hard to
fulfill desired professional goals. The key to success is adopting
arealistic, practical and disciplined approach towards work and
commitments. This period brings excellent opportunities for
peopleinshowbusiness, beauty-culture and related fields. Your
ability to express yourselfand to solve problems is enhanced.
Professionally there will be huge expenses as well as financial

V. gainsfrom foreign business associates. Familymemberswould
be supportive. Yourfinances could also improve as long as you
employ a new strategy. Itis easier than usual to be sensible
aboutyour diet, health and fitness heeds.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) The planetary configuration is such that it brings
desire for love, harmony and peace in your life. Personal and
professional relations are loving, stable, and harmonious. You
may lose your fear of taking risks and this brings success in
competitive exams and interviews. This would be a good week
for financial undertakings involving electronics, technology,
arts as well as group activities. Learning new things is your
passion. You are more sensitive artistically, your imagination is
* stirred, and you have an increased appreciation for subtleties.

You are thinking more creatively and express yourself with

more sensitivity, compassion, and warmth. There may be a

minor health problem and you need to give more attention

to your health.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) Your courage and confidence will keep younhopes
alive. You can attempt difficult tasks, resolve complicated
issues and connect with unapproachable people at work.
Increased energy along with a renewed feeling of confidence

Tavors. VBRe: the best offime and ize yourenersy.at,
self-assertion, and directness. There's nothing wrong with a bit
of self-centeredness. You are highly motivated to make money
and this enhances your energy for new moneymaking projects.
Romantic matters, as well as pleasure-seeking activities, come
to the fore this week. You might spend a lot of time in making
short frequent trips, visiting friends and relatives.

\Tm&/

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)There isgood luck attending to material matters, as
there is increase of wealth and monetary gams. This is the right
time to share your loving and personal relationships and share
thoughts and ideas and spend good time in the association
of your loved one. Practical details are to be dealt with clarity
and efficiently. You may be involved in meetings with business
associates as financial and business dealings would bring good
results and gams You can count on your professional and

'‘personal partners as they stand by you through thick and thin.
You will worn in free and unrestricted space. Physical energy
and good health allow you to tackle busy schedules.

Leo- (Julv 23 - August 23) You achieve success as you are outstanding m your
work Attend to professional personal and material aspects
during this time. You interact .viln peopie in position of power
and authority gracefully and diplomatically You think in an

CT unorthodox way and this, brings appreciation from seniors and
peers alike You take on a dreamy and philosophical outlook,
which opens up your hsartto newexperiences Strong existing
relationships are likeiv to grow and transform this weeK. /our
finances could also improve by continuous efforts and follow

up. In love and romance your personal relationship takes on a

special quality as you communicate beautifully. Hearth needs

care and old habits of excesses need to be kicked.

JjoJ
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Virgo: (August 24 - September 22) Self-confidence and quick action are
. highlighted. A strong positive feeling towards your beloved
encourages you to do something new that is unusual and would
be a wonderful surprise. Your personal charm and charisma
* takeyouthroughcomplicatedsituations.Youtendtoinstinctively
know the right course of action th take in most situations: This
stands you in good stead when you are faced with opposition.
This is a good time for teachers and those in manufacturing
and finance industries. People in marketing and sales will have

to work hard to meet professional commitments.

fmr

Libra: (September 23 - October 23) Your domestic and career needs are
fulfilled. New ideas and concepts floated by you at your work
place will be appreciated. You find an intoxicating romance
and express your feelings to your loved one. At work, you
may take up new assignments and projects that would bring
creativity and innovation. Your inner hopes and desires come
to the forefront even as you tackle your job with a realistic and
practical-purpose of mind. There may be gains from property,
ancestral land, shares and assets in hand. Spending time in
solitude among natural surroundings is therapeutic.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22) You are unusualiy introspective and
reserved. Itisagoodtimetoorganizeyourworkplaceandmake
itwell equipped with the latest infrastructure. This would help
you to get better efficiencies to achieve desired goals. This is
an exceptionally exciting time as professional and business
opportunities are offered to you. Your communications and
presentation style brings accolades from people who matter.
Your actions and emotions are balanced as you bring more
accuracy in your work area. You are just fair and generous in
family and professional situations. Health needs to be looked
at also be careful in your interpersonal dealings and avoid
confrontations.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)You work hard to handle business
ventures and collaborations. You may take up assignments
and projects but would require extra effort and networking to
take them through. Your efforts to reach out to r*w people
will be accepted but with reservation however you meet with
success in foreign matters. On the finance front expenditure
will be on the rise. You would be able to make an impact on
business associates with hard work and creative ideas. Your
creativity will assist in your output at work and help you gain
recognition. You extend your hospitality to family.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20) You are practical, hard-working and
helpful in personal and professional mattes thisweek. Youwould
find it easier to express your unique individuality, even if this
involves changing careers or jobs. Time is well spent on your
hobby thatreflects your unique personality. You are more willing
to adapt to newcircumstances, ideas, and unfamiliar situations.
You are able tofind creative solutions to problems now. Health
remains good as you are filled with a positive energy.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18) Responsibilities and workload are on the
increase and the key to success isin adopting a realistic, practi-
cal and disciplined approach towards life. This week proves
to be good for persons in finance, shares, law and manage-
ment. Your ability to express yourself and to solve problems is
enhanced. Students in creative fields and the performing arts
will get success and good results. In money matters there are

" outflows as well as financial gains. There is active supportfrom
family members and business associates. If you've been off
track on your exercise routine be kind to yourself, but make
sure you re-commit to your personal goals.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)The desire for love, harmony and peaceful life
willcome to fore You are powerful, transformative and energetic.
You make a mark at your place of work and gain recognition
from associates. This period brings for you socializing, romance
and stability at work place. Love, friendship and relationship
are emphasized. Students will need to work hard and putin the
extra effortfor forthcoming exams. You would make best use of
your knowledge and skills but wisdom would influence more to
the knowledge. You are likely to take your hobbies and talents
more seriously. Infact, this is ao excellent time for materializing
a personal hobby; turning it into a business.

n Earth, you can look up at night and see the

Moon shining bright from hundreds of thou-

sands ofmiles away. But if you went to Venus,
that wouldn’t be the case.

Not every’planet has a moon - so why do some
planets have several moons, while others have none?
First, a moon is called a natural satellite. Astronomers
refer to satellites as objects in space that orbit larger
bodies. Since a moon isn’t human-made, it’s a natural’
satellite.

Currently, there are two main theories for why some
planets have moons. Moons are either gravitationally
captured ifthey are within what’s called a planet’s Hill
sphere radius, or they’re formed along with a solar
system.

The Hill sphere radius

Objects exert a gravitational force of attraction on
other nearby objects. The largerthe object is, the greater
the force of attraction.

This gravitational force is the reason we all stay
grounded to Earth instead of floating away.

The solar system is dominated by the Sun’s large
gravitational force, which keeps all of the planets in
orbit. The Sun is the most massive object in our solar
system, which means it has the most gravitational influ-
ence on objects such as planets.

In order for a satellite to orbit a planet, it has to be
close enough for the planet to exert enough force to
keep it in orbit. The minimum distance for a planet
to keep a satellite in orbit is called the Hill sphere
radius. 1

The Hill sphere radius is based on the mass ofboth
the larger object and the smaller object.

The Moon orbiting Earth is a good example ofhow
the Hill sphere radius works. The Earth orbits around
the Sun, but the Moon is close enough to Earth that
Earth’s gravitational pjall captures it. The moon orbits
around the Earth, rather than the Sun, because it is
within Earth’s Hill sphere radius.

Small planets like Mercury and Venus have a tiny
Hill sphere radius, since they can’t exert a large gravi-
tational pull. Any potential moons would likely get
pulled in by the Sun instead.

Many scientists are still looking to see whether these
planets may have had small moons in the past. Back
during the formation ofthe solar system, they may have
had moons that got knocked away by collisions with
other space objects.

Mars has two moons, Phobos and Deimos. Scientists
still debate whether these came from asteroids that
passed close into Mars’Hill sphere radius and got cap-
tured by the planet, or ifthey were formed at the same
time as the solar system. More evidence supports the
first theory, because Mars is close to the asteroid belt.

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune have larger Hill
sphere radii, because they are much larger than Earth,
Mars, Mercury and Venus and they’re farther from the
Sun. Their gravitational pulls can attract and keep more
natural satellites such as moons in orbit. For example,

This image provided by NASA, processed by Kevin
M Gill, shows Jupiter’s moon Europa captured by the
Juno spacecraft on September 29, 2022, with north to
the left. Research published on March 4, 2024, suggests

there’s less oxygen
on the icy surface of Jupiter’s moon
Europa than thought — and that could
aifect what if any life might be lurking
in the moon’s underground ocean. (AP)

Jupiter has 95 moons, while Saturn has 146.
Moons forming with a solar system

Another theory suggests that some moons formed at
the same time as their solar system.

Solar systems start out with a big disk of gas rotat-
ing around a sun. As the gas rotates around the sun, it
condenses into planets and moons that rotate around
them. The planets and moons then all rotate in the
same direction.

But only a few moons in our solar system were likely
created this way.

Scientists predict that Jupiter’s and Saturn’s inner
moons formed during the emergence of our solar
system because they’re so old. The rest of the moons
in our solar system, including Jupiter’s and Saturn’s
outer moons, were probably gravitationally captured
by their planets.

Earth’s Moon is special because it likely formedina
different way. Scientists believe that long ago, a large,
Mars-sized object collided with the Earth. During that
collision, a big chunk flew off the Earth and into its
orbit and became the Moon.

Scientists guess that the Moon formed this way
because they’ve found a type of rock called basalt in
soil on the Moon’s surface. The Moon’s basalt looks
the same as basalt found inside the Earth.

Ultimately, the question of why some planets have
moons is still widely debated, but factors such as a
planet’s size, gravitational pull, Hill sphere radius and
how its solar system formed may play a role. (The
Conversation)



