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“ /Il dreamyou dream alone is only a dream.

A dream you dream together is reality.”
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Saga of Sisodia

Till: sagaofMaEsh Sisodia is acommentary on
the state of the nation today. The Delhi deputy
chief minister, arrested in connection with the
CB1 investigations into the Delhi Liquor Scam,
is moving heaven and earth to prove he is in-
nocent and >et being subjected to harassment.
The Supreme Court has washed its hands of his
plea for extrication from the case, and proposed
that he should rather move the trial court or
the Delhi high court with such a plea. Arvind
Kejriwal and Sisodia arc the torch-bearers of
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), an offshoot of
the 2011 anti-corruption movement that made
waves in Dclii and captured the imagination of
the nation in spectacular ways. Now, tin; AAP
leadership must explain as to how it has readied
such a pass in an obvious contradiction of the
ideology it upheld. This is serious matter.

As a matter of fact, the AAP government
headed by Kejriwal has earned a good name for
the way it stood by the common man in Delhi,
avoiding to raise taxes and yet implementing a
lot o f developmental projects there at relatively
lower costs. Itclaims to have avoided cuts/com-
missions or acceptance of bribes in relation to
these projects. Even on the election chessboard,
the party emerged winner time and again in
Delhi and recently grabbed power in Punjab.
Starkly, the Delhi Liquor scam is about alleged
receipt ofgratification from the liquor lobby - of
around Rs 40 crorc —via tweaking the new li-
quor policy for Delhi. This money was likely for
use in the party's Goa assembly polls campaign.
The AAP vehemently denies the allegation and
insists its aim to redraft the liquor policy was to
facilitate more earnings to the state exchequer.
Truth could be the first casualty.

When theCBI acts, especially against those
opposed to the ruling BIP at the Centre, it is
natural that many smell a rat. The apex court had
iLself termed the central investigation agency a
“caged parrot’*, meaning its actions are based
on the whims and fancies of the central gov-
ernment. CBI is not an independent entity like
the judiciary; it is an ami of the Union Home
Ministry. The CBI mostly generally targets
those againsi whom the Modi government has
an axe to grind: and the opposition parties and
their leaders are sitting ducks. Yet, corruption
is corruption and AAP leaders should not be
encouraged or condoned if they have erred.
Fighting elections requires money, but that by
itselfis not an excuse. That the AAP took money
is still in the realm of suspicion. It is up to the
CBI to prove it.

CourtOrder by a competent
election authority had taken
the precious life of a Tura
local. The Supreme Court
in 2009 held that passengers

Use of picku
trucl?s to P

transport
passengers

Editor.

I. a concemed citizen of
Tura, find it to be of utmost
importance to disc afresh
the issue of illegal transpor-
tation of people in goods
transport vehicles through
youresteemed newspaper. It
is unthinkable that the basic
roadssafety rulcscan be bent
if it suits the appropriate
authority while the penalties
for violating the same rules
arc being strictly adhered to
during other litres. It is for
everyone to sec hat passen-
gers can be thrown around
the tnick bed when hit by
another vehicle because
they are not restrained by
seatbelts. They can be easily
ejected due to ihc sudden
stop in a hcad-cn collision.
And riding in the back of a
truck means passengers arc
near vehicle exhaust fumes.
Dizziness, headache, and
vertigo arcjust a few of the
symptoms that can cause
serious health issues.

A violation of Supreme

were not "authorized" to
travel in goods vehicles.
But it is unfortunate that
there is no proper and hon-
est enforcement of the legal
provisions. State transport
departments just perform
the ritual of issuing public
notices to comply with the
SC orders on road safety. It
is to be seen that trucks and
small goods vehicles trans-
port passengers for religious
programmes and political
rallies all the time. But the
competent state authority
rcmains a silent spectator
andallows the road mishaps
to happen.

By highlighting this is-
sue in your well-known
newspaper column. | hope
tobring the competent elec-
tion authorities to task for
the manner in which they
had treated the government
servants deputed forelection
duties. When the transporta-
tion of cattlc in the back of
trucks requited to be in con-
formity with Article 21 read
with Anicle 53A(g)and Sec-
tion 11 of < Prevention of
Cruelly toAnimalsAct. 1960

2023 sees ljttle change
nour fortunes

This time this author vot-
ed at Rangblang Sohsyniang
of Mawkyrwat constituency
in South West Khasi Hills.
Earlier my vote was in the
“posh’ Laitumkhrah locality
in Shillong city. On earlier
occasions my civil duty wen;
just flying visits as one had
to rush back to the call of
duty soon after voting. Even
the basic biodata of the can-
didates were not studied let
alone spending time in any
sort of engagement in the
neighbourhood. 2023 was
sort of different. | reached
my ancestral home three
days prior to the polling date
spending time ‘spying’on the
locality and the village. Die
affidavits of the candidates
oo were scruliniscd. Among
the seven candidates only
three arc graduates. Two arc
class Eight passed: one has
passed class 10 while the
other has cleared class 12
Tlitccare crorcpatis, the rich-
estamong themisthe UDP’s
Kenikton Lyngdoh Tongkhar
with Rs 9 crorc making him
one of the riches politicians
in one of the poorest con-
stituencies in the state.

Rangblang Sohsyniang or
simply Rangblang isavillage
ofover 300 households. Most
of them survive on meagre
farming. Only the grand St.
Mary’s Higher Secondary
School and the Giurch adja-
cent toit stand out. Concrete
houses are seen in some
locations. The majority live
in the humblest of homes.
Elcctorally there arc 567
male and 537 female voters
taking the electorate to 1104.
Readers may be shocked to
know- that this fairly large
village has not a drop of
water supply. None of the
families has any piped water
conncction from the PHE.
Then; are two dilapidated
water tanks built atop ‘U
Lum ling Mane Rim’” (hills
on which the first church of
the village stood about 40
years ago) for the village
but the containers contain
no water. The pipes intoand
out ofit arc broken. Pipes to
the different localities of the
village werejust laid buried.
Not oncc did water flow
through them. Now they are
cither rusted or broken to
pieces. People cither carry
water from natural sources
or those who can afford have
installed their own pumps to
case the trouble of carrying
the essential commodity on
their heads or shoulders.

On polling day I also vi
ited two other stations in the
area. The common complaint
is ‘ngim don um. Ngi hap
Icit tong um sha jngai’ (we
have no water. We have to
fetch water from a distance).
Some villagers revealed that
no effort was made to bring
water supply to their homes.
Others showed the exact
replica of the Rangblang

ensuring that all animals are
treated with compassion and
dignity and are not meted out
with unspeakable cruelty, i»
it not for the slate to give
adequate care for human
lives and protect them from
any vulnerable situation? It
is therefore inhuman to have
used trucks to transport elec-
tion officials and it certainly
amounts to cruelty. It is
against the spirit of Articic
21 ofthe Indian Constitution
that safeguards human lives
and protects life.

The fact is if an official
commits any breach of the
code of electoral conduct,
heis punishable but now the
question is if theauthority in
question is in gross violation
of human rights and causes
irreparable loss to life or
property, who is answerable
and what are the penalties!

Yours etc.,

Sume Chandola Sangma

A concerned citizen.
Via email

Of Elections
and Exams

Editor,
In their manifestos, the
various political parties in

By Albert Thyrniang

model. One wonders why
thestate government has not
implemented (he Jal Jccvan
Mission (JIM) that provides
Functional Household Tap
Conncction (FHTC) toevery
rural household.

The other grievances are
bad and poor road conncc-
tion. unreliable electricity
supply, unavalability ofedu-
cational institutions right
from the primary level and
poor toilet fcililics. One
serious criticism is on the
health front. There is only

as per the constitution and
international conventions.
Therefore, when a govern-
ment or a legislator neglccts
their works of social and
economic upliflment; when
the people do get drinking
water, good roads, hospitals,
health care, schools, col-
leges; when youths arc un-
employed. when schemesdo
not benefit the people, when
they arc implemented purely
with an eye to election, the
Giurch and its leaders have
to speak up against such a

“The affidavits o fthe candidates too

werescrutinised. Among the seven

candidates only three are graduates.

Two ore class Eight passed: one has

passed class 10 while the other has

cleared class 12. Three are crorepatis,

the richestamong them is the UDP's

Renikton Lyngdoh Tongkhar with

Rs 9 crore making him one o fthe riches

politicians in one o fthe poorest

constituencies in the state.”

one hospital it Mawkyrwat
in the entire district. Allega-
tions abound :hat the centre
washurriedlyopened. Al tix;

government and a public

to churches and residences
ofpriests, pastors, *ki Rang*
bah Balang’. ‘ki Thymmen  Primary education in the
Basan’ and others. One of country is ncglccted as the
the Church's duties is to States do not have the re-
teach ethics and morality to SOUTCES toinvest in schools
its followers. Has the Church aflld upgrade their standards.

(SIX)

Primary Education

ASER report not
encouraging

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

The National Educa-
tion Policy(NEP) speaks of
“economically suboptimal
and operationally complex
schools” - translated, those

done enough in the last one | "ougn t some

th 1t Jo presumed, the  Increase in budgetary al-
mont g location, experts believe
Church tcachcs that accept- that both school education
ingmoney for vote is wrong.

and higher education will
But why such an impact of tagnate and may actually
money in every constitu-

decline in real terms, ifinfla-
ency? Christian candidates tion is taken into account.
don't give a damn to the There has been a paltry in-
instructions of the Church.  crease of an>und Rs 13.000
They distributed cash liber-  crorc from the current fiscal
ally. The faithful too chcer  with about Rs 39.000 crorc
over it. They make merry in  set aside for the National
rallies and election venues Education Mission.
over cashand freebies. They This comes at a time
pocket an amount on voting When there is an impera-
day. They don’t hesitate o tive 10 spread education in
commit thiswrong action. If  Villages and also improve
thechurch docsnot influence ' Guality ificr the learning
its members ot such & fime, 1055€S suffered during the

ovid-19 pandemic. While
then what is its rclevance? 105G las arc proposed o
There is no merit in being a

teader in good limes. oy o Ssonor 3

There is a reason for the Jeast in 10(1colleges, should
loss of this authority. Spe- have been taken up. What
cifically speaking, every plans the government has
candidate tried to please the in the ‘aspirational blocks
church leaders in this elec- programme' arc not known
tion. They gifled significant and hasno been enunciated
amounts to every church. in the Finance Minister's
MLAs sanctionedschemesat  budget spcech. Also, how
the fag end of their term for the District Institutes of Edu-
churches. The public know ~Cation andTraining (DIET)
this. Therefore, leaders have /Ould be developed as cen-
no more credibility to warn ~ res0fexcellence is missing

When human
rights (religious freedom)
arc infringed upon, then all

otheresser 1t for
afunctional hospital are still
absent. For most ailments
patients have to traverse to
Shillong on rough and dusty
roads. Most voters were
unhsitant to say that their
representative has not done
well at all in the last five
years. The above “findings’
are moderately documented
in YouTube, the"The Albert
Voices.”

A video cn the dilapi-
dated water tanks and broken
pipes was m»t welcomed
by most watchers. There
arc those who resent that a
‘person like rue’ should get
involved in politics. Some
even hint thai my category
of citizens should have no
part in playhg the ‘dirty’
game. A response is perhaps
beneficial.

The work of the Church
and politics (government) is
almost a carton copy. The
Government*swoik is for i>c
upliAment oftix; people - so-
cial and economic, litis isex-
actly the work o fthe Church
too. That is the reason why
the Church rjns education
institutions, hospitals, other
health facilities, social work
centres and others. We can
say that the primary work of
the Church if spiritual and
religious development but
politics is not alien to this
human dimension. Govern-
ments have to give reli-
gious freedom toall citizcns

religious -
demn governments, political
panics and candidates who
indulge in such violation. If
a government and political
party have an ideology that
docs not promote religious
freedom, the church's think
tank should openly rcject
such an entity. Have the
Church and hundreds of
religious leaders done so in
the last election?

According to feedback the
use of money on February
27 and the days leading to
the ‘D-Day’ has reached an
all-tinrc high. Even seasoned
politician. Bindo Lanong is
shocked that 75 per cent of
voters demand money be-
fore casting their votes. The
25 per cent are helpless. In
my polling station there are
allegations that a candidate
of a political pany poured
Rs. one crorc. The respected
MLA did do anything in the
last five years but the flow of
cash could get him through.
The cash for vote isashame-
less act but who cares! We
pride incalling ourselves ‘Ka
Jaitbynriew kaba tip bricw
tip Blci’ (a God fearing race)
but we see nothing wrong
in receiving cash from a
candidate on election mode.
Our second proudest identity
is that wc arc Christians.
Wc consider ourselves bet-
ter than adherents of other

toretraim from N the budget specch. The fi-

o £ p nancial allocation todevelop
aceepting favours from can-  these centres of excellence
didates before election.

asofnow could be viewed as
The intermediate road jargon given that a concrete
from Nongstoin to Wahkaji plan is not spelt out.
that runs through Rangblang  However, the promise of
is in progress. My grudge ~recruiting 38.000 teachers
against pressure groups, par-  and support staffin the next
ticularly theKSU, is that three years for 740 Eklavya
particular road which was Model Residential Schools,
to be a two-lanc road, was Serving 35 lakh students,
stalled for no valid reason 7 ~a@PPears quite encouraging.
years ago. Why should the EXperts cxpected that more
Rangblang-Wahkaji area be SUCh schools should have
denial a two lane road just een opened in each sub-

becausc there is uranium in  division. if not each block,
se 2 should get one such school.
the vicinity? Uranium can

! " At least some initiative by
be ferried on a single lane o co S RS TS T
road too. Injustice and dis-

open one suchschool ineach
crimination have been done  s_givision on a financial

for ctemity. Awordaboutthe  arrangement ol MiMJ basis
much published ‘chickenand  would have helped greatly
piglet’ scheme as part ofthe i upgrading school educa-
Focus programme! Whether tion.
it is a loan or a government  The recently released
scheme. the intention of the  Annual Status of liducation
project was merely toattract Report (ASER) found that
voters. | know fora fact that gender disparity prevails
most of the animals died I education as there is a
because the government ~tendency to invest more to
did not provide feed. Feed Cducatc their sons. There
is expensive. A bencficiary 7€ Many States where girls'
fold o thet & sack of feeny  €NTOIment still languished
at every level by over 10
that last for two weeks costs 0 t'in Gujarat. Haryana.
Rs. 2,600 and therefore RS. \jadhya pradesh and Ma-
5.200a month. As shecould  harashtra. Needless to say,
not afford the feed her birds  enrolment docs not mean
all perished. The schemeisto  attendanc;. ASER found
helptik poor but from where  attendance at government
will they get Rs. 5200 every  schools to dip from 88.6
month? A government that percent in Tamil Nadu to
docs not foresee this simple  under 60 percent in Bihar.
logic is worthless. Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Our hopes arc endless. Pradesh. Any figure under
2023 too is not expected to 75 percent found in twelve

Meghalaya identified ed

tion asa priority area requir-
ing intervention if they were
to win the Meghalaya Leg-
islative Assembly elections
in 2023. I'd like to remind
the various political panics
that the MBOSE SSLC ex-
amination 2C23 will begin
on March 3, 2023. Having
said that. | shouldalso men-
tion that after the election
results arc announced on
2nd March. 2023. there will
be various celebrations in
the state's various constitu-
encies. Wc have seen over
the years tha there is a lot
of commotion following
the announcement of any
election results, with loud
celebrations listing well into
the early hours of the morn-
ing. This is bound to create
some disturbance for our
students who are appearing
orarc going toappear for the
Board examinations. Hence,
this is an app;al to the vari-
ous political partiesand their

religions but we welcome  changc the fortunes ofRang-  States suggests habitual
ill-gotten money that comes  blang or of the whole state. ~ aPsencc. dropouts, or ghost
enrolments. Teachers arc
missing as well, sometimes
- = = = bocauso they play truant,
. . chiefly o*ing to unifie
their d ensure aration ofthe

msa sts. In 2020, there were

that theenthusiastic support-  results. The boxes arc under "

ers refrain fromcreatingany
ruckut; on March 2, 2023.

Yours etc..

Dr. David Feral

Marbaniang

Via email

How secret
is the secret
ballot?

Editor.

The letter, "Is a Sccrcl
ballot actually Sccrct,”
which appeared in your lo-
cal daily (ST Feb 26,2023)
and written by Marshanlang
Rymbai is really praisewor-
thy. The apprehensions as
mentioned experienced by
the electorate in the last 75
years inourcountryand with
17 General Electionsand as
many numbers to various
State Legislative Assemblies
are real. Now since we have

tofirst.

franchise on
with our stidents before the 27th February 2023 for
to our Legislative

the lofty idea* embodied in
their election manifestos.
Please create the right and
conducive atmosphere for
our students appearing for

Assembly wc hope that our
ballots arc sccrct. Ihc ECI
ensures safety of EVM right
from counting day and up
to a period of 45 days from

the custody of the DIstrict  iang K0t e, 75 por
Election Officer as part of é india, 57-5 pol
y o e cent in Sikkim and around
ElectionCommission's Stan- 40 percentin harkhand and
dard operating procedure  gjhar and tis believed that
and also there is an Election  the situation has worsened
Petition (EP) period. Various  today.
questions that may arise in Delving into the report,
the minds of the voter have  which based its findings on
been narrated elaborately 2021 data, it was found that
by Mr Rymbai. Therefore most States experienced
the District Election Officer large learning losses dur-
must take necessary stepsto  ing the pandemic. How-
ensure that the voter’s vote  ever, onccschools reopened.
i secret and not leaked out  States made a concerted
otherwise the powerful and  €ffort to build or rc-build
established politicians may ~ foundational competencies,
take advantage and seek Which Ins resulted in a par-
recourse to vengcance on  tial and in some cases, a full
those who did not support ecovery. While the last few
hirvher. rounds o fASER did not cap-
| once again congratulate!re the stae of foundational

in
ly fewstudents. Ihc People’s
Archive of Rural India in a
report about rural communi-
ties in Odisha. Jharkhand
and Madhya Pradesh termed
them as guinea-pig states for
the acronym-happy Union
government’s SAT pro-
gramme (Sustainable Action
for Transforming Human
Capital). People’s archive of
Rural India (PARI) report-
ed that under Sustainable
Action for Transforming
Human Capital-Education
(SATH). nearly 9000 sub-
scale schook were shut down
in Odisha From an unclear
and undated Niti Aayog
report, the tally scans to be
20,000 in MP and 6000 in
Jharkhand.

This being the state of
primary education, there is
aserious need to investigate
the condition of schools in
the backwarddistrictsof the
country. Quality of educa-
tion needs to be improved
for which there has to be a
sufficient number of teach-
ers and their attendance has
to be strictly monitored,
either by the panchayats
or voluntary organisations.
The infrastructure ofschools
needs to be revamped. It
goes without saying that
only concentrating in metros
and big towns will not help;
the rural schools have to be
upgraded.

Business houses, whether
in the public or private sec-
tor. need to be involved
and each of these should
be asked to take up one or
two schools in their area of
operation for upgradation.
liven religious organisations
should be motivated to run
schools, if nccessary. with
panchayats. The States lack
financial resources to take up
the task of school upgrada-
tion and. as such, financial
resources must be made
available from the Centre,
in a mix of loan and also
grant for at least one school
in every block.

For all this to happen,
a specific plan of action is
possibly needed with ex-
perts on an all-India level.
The attendance of tcachcrs.
their capability of teaching,
the reasons for poor perfor-
mance of students and. last
but not the least, financial
requirement of each sub-
division or district needs
to be evaluated. Also, the
possible funding option has
to be found out.

There arc many ways
of running schools with
good and dedicated tcach-
crs at low cost. Apart from
part-time tcachers. retired
professional and voluntary
organisation professionals
could be used to teach and
run schools. Even religious
organisations should be mo-
tivated to set up schools in
remote areas and govern-
ment support should be ex-
tended. 1f there is sincerity
and zeal to impart education
tochildren, it would be easy
toget tcachers ata very low
cost. However, the school's
education should not be
allowed to be polluted by
political interference and
needs to be nin ina profes-
sional manner.

What is needed is in-
volvement of educated
people across the country,
specially in rural areas and
small towns to take up the
task of imparting education
with all sincerity. This is
easy to say but, in reality,
(Ik implementation o fthis is
not quite easy as in today’s
social environment politics
and conniption has intruded
in every institution. Un-
less there is ion, it

; e Clearning, itis

Mr. Rymbai for speaking his
mind through the letterand "¢ government conducted
hope for better steps if not 2 Sy through the NCERT
e in 2022 tofind out whether

already taken by theauthori- gy dentswere picking Upba-
ties concerned. sic skills on literacy and nu-
YoursctC.,  meracy. Tkc NC'ERT study
S.L. Singhania,  found thai as many as 37

Via email

perccnt ofstudentsenrolled
in Class-Ill have very lim-
ited foundational numeracy
skills such as identifying
numbers and carrying out
simple maihcmatical opera-
tions. while even the most
basic knowledge isabsent in
11 per cent learners.

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on (his page are
the views of the writersl
authors and not that of
ThesShilbii}’ Times

is difficult to witness any
changc at the grass-roots
level though it cannot be
put past our leaders coming
up with misleading state-
ments about India’s chang-
ing profile.— INFA

(The author is Sr. Con=
suhant  Guest Faculty of
Bharatiya Vidya lihavan.
Kolkata: an mowed writer
and speaker on issues such
as social and economic
development.environment.
(Jlandhta/i thoughtandpeace
studies.)
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Who bothers to improve the
New Shillong Township

“Thesuperiorman thinks always o f
virtue; the omnium man thinks o fcom fort”
— Confucius
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Meghalaya’s Day of Reckoning

POLITICS makes strange bedfellows. Nowhere
is this phrase more appropriate than it is in Me-
ghalaya where political parties with divergent
ideologies and interests can quickly get together
for a marriage of convenience. The five MLAs
who left the Congress in 2021went and supported
the MDA government which had the BIP as a
supporting partner. It also goes to show that in
Meghalaya a political party is a temporary parking
space until pcliticians find a better, more lucrative
space. The fact that such people continue to win
elections no matter how many times they change
uniforms is also because voters themselves don’t
care too much about what a political party stands
for but are marc interested in what the ML A has
delivered especially at the personal level or what
the prospective MLA promises to deliver if he/
she is elected.

Democracy requires some understanding about
the role of political parties and how their ideol-
ogy influences the decisions they take even in
the sphere ofgovernance. India was imagined as
a country that is inclusive ofall caste, creed and
religions. Over the years this accepted belief has
undergone a transformation. Under the BJP rule
there is an overt and covert attempt to spread the
idea that all Indians were Hindus who later con-
verted todifferent religions and therefore have to
be brought back to the original fold. Regional par-
ties arc there tocounter this attempt to homogenise
a hugely diverse population. This is true especially
ofthe tribes of the North Eastern states that are of
Tibcto-Burman or Austro-Asiatic origin and have
little in common with the “mainstream” Indian
culture. It is worrying that a political party backcd
by an organisation whose aim is to spread the idea
of liindutva meaning one cultural and religious
worldview should have gained acceptance in these
hill states that on the one hand want to keep out
fellow Indians from their areas by instalments like
the Inner Line Permit.

The BIJP too has played its cards well in the
North East and steered clear of elephants in the
room namely- religion and the beefban. And this
is what has perhaps attracted more fans in states
like Nagaland and Mizoram where Christianity is
much more upfront and louder than in the other
states. In these states the BJPhas reinvented itself
as the crusader for development -Vikas, which
seems to have struck a chord with the public
that has been suffering from huge infrastructural
de in the last 50 years. Basics such as piped
water and electricity have passed them by for half
acentury. It is the promise of restoration of these
basic rights that has captured the imagination of
voters. Whether those promises will translate to
votes is a matter of conjecture until the results
start trickling in. Until then every party is awin-
ner. It's the government formation part that will
be interesting to watch.

Thoughtless
election Dept

Editor,

The issuance of appoint-
ment letters by the Dis-
trict flection Department
of Jowai was a torture for
all polling personnel. They
made usssit the whole day in
the compound o:*the District
Library Jowai and didn't
even provide us with chairs
orany refreshments. We had
to wait for them to call out
our names for the different
polling stations. It seems that
the flection Department of
West Jairttia Hills does not
think about the welfare ofthe
polling personnel. Whoever
was in charge was really a
thoughtless anj brainless
person. This sortoftreatment
is disrespectful towards poll-
ing personnel. Tkc Reluming
Officer ought to enquire how
tltc election was conductcd
in this district. Why can they
not think of a brttcr way to
issue appointment letters
to polling personnel? They
could have printed titc names
of polling partic>and pasted
those on the wall so that
polling personnel can sec
which polling station they
should report tc, instead of
calling out our mines one by
one and making us wait the
whole day.

Yours etc..
K. Thangkhicw
shillong - |

VPP a beacon
of hope

Editor,

| wrote the other day that
VPP isa ray of hope: | read
an article in the Indian Ex-
press the other day where it
called the VPP a breath of
fresh air. The Congress and
other Regional parties in the
state have failed us big time.
Congress has been the party
tint hasruled thestate for the
longest time but their rule has
ot left development imprints
in the state. What makes
the VPP Ktand out from the
crowd is that for the first
time in Meghalaya, we have
a party which has a large
presence of intellectuals.
There was hue and cry a few
weeks ago when a candidate
from the UDP said that this
time around we need a Khasi
Chief Minister; my view is
that the next Chief Minister
should be the best man for
the job. "The best man for
tcjob” should always be the
rule of thumb when it comes
to governance.

| saw a video about an
intcllcctual from Singapore
highlighting the reasons
which enabled Singapore to
transform from a third world
country toa first world coun-
try. The acronym "MPH"
which stands for Meritocra-
cy. Pragmatism and Honesty
are the three main factors
that transformed Singapore
according to the intclcctual.
Some might say that these
factors might not neces-
sarily be applicable to Me-
ghalaya; well Meritocracy,
Pragmatismand Honesty are

liis mandatory for the

Government of the day or
the incoming government
to plan our new Shillong
to the level that it becomes
free from all the defects of
the old Shillong. It is a clear
indication that our existing
Government is randomly al-
lotting land for construction
of the Legislative Assembly
building. Reid Chest Hospi-
tal. etc.. without following
a master plan for the New
shillong Township. As of
now. New Shillong is still at
an unplanned stage and it is
natural for us to anticipate
that it will continue grow-
ing organically without any
constraint on its growth and
ultimately it will be exactly
like the Old Shillong with all
the defects of an unplanned
city. If we start planning and
implementing, it is still not
late even ifany new additions
tothe Master Plan were done
without proper thought and
planning.

Government must be far-
sighted enough to invest on
infrastructure by purchasing
adequate land to construct
an international airport, a
state University. State of the
an Stadium and Gymnasium
with provision for Bicycle
racing, a Botanical Garden
where we can showcase dif-
ferent varieties of rare and
exotic flowerswith medicinal
roots and plants, an Agricul-
tural University. State of the
Art Museum with separate
units for Science and Tech-
nology, State o fthe Art Medi-
cal College. Zoo or Safari,
etc. With its scenic beauty,
the New Shillong should be
exceptionally beautiful and
not difficult to fulfil all the
criteria of a Smart city. It is
important toconstruct at least
two to three State of the An
childrens* parks with Water
Sports facilities in them anti
parking areas for the safety
and security of the vehicles.
There should be a standard
museum forexhibiting muse-
um pieces with provision for
future expansion. May | also
suggest swimming pools for
different age categories and
the one for training divers
be constructed with nominal
fees for membership to chil-
dren. young boys, girls and
adults. The one for trainees
should be made entry free to
encourage young swimmers
from our state to be trained
by expert's engaged by the
government for the same.
This effort will not be in
vain. People will praise our
concerned government and
our youths will shine in both
national and international
competitions and hence this

every country in the world.
Meritocracy basically means
the best man for the job;
pragmatism means imbibing
the best values from a set of
values and principles; in case
of politics it means imbibing
the best valucsofCapitalism
and Socialism; the Nordic
countries epitomize prag-
matism when it comes to
good governance and | don't
need to say anything about
Honesty: Honesty ran defi-
nitely speak for itself.

Someone mentioned
the list of candidates who
stand out from the rest in
this election yesterday in
these columns. Well he
forgot to mention Profes-
sor A ] Syngkon, the VPP
candidate from Umsning.
Professor A J Syngkon is a
Commerce Professor from
NEHU and he also has a
PHD in Economics. Who
better to handle the econom-
ic affairs of the state than
him! Meghalaya right now
desperately needsa manwho
hasagrasp of Economics and
someone who can handle the
economy. The previous Chief
Minister who has an MBA
degree also held the post
of Finance Minister in the
last government. The previ-
ous government appointed a
large number o f consultants;
I wouldjust like to say that a
government is not a corpora-
tion and corporatisation of
governance poses a threat
to the economic stability of
our state.

universal truths o
emanceand they will work in

gl
needs change. | remember

will be a boon toour state. |
sucha facility is extended to
our youths, ia no time, our
stale will be showered with
laurels for champions. The
Sports minister looking after
such dcpartnents will be
garlanded andthcn very soon
there will be imitation by
other states in India as well.
The above-mentioned fa-
cilities will definitely attract
tourists who *vill contribute
to the income generation of
the citizens of our state.
Again, plans can be made
to include trams plying over
the whole city. As a special
attraction to tourists, arrange-
ments can be made for fu-
niculars toplyat some places
where there is presence of
beautiful gardens1Waterfalls'
Parks at the hilltop. Also,
ropeways may be planned for

By Louis Pyngrope

our state. This technology
is still accepted with pride
even by advanced civilisa-
tions of the world. We fear
further that with the sets of
legislators that we have or
new legislators with similar
calibre, there is no hope for
us to sec such facilities in a
planned New Shillong as the
new technology may still be
irrelevant to them and there-
fore may not see the light of
day. Till date, there is still no
better system adopted by our
state for our benefit, as our
legislators have low mental
ealibre who still do not agree
with the benefits accepted by
the rest of the world.

It is essential for our gov-
emment tomake 4-lane roads
from the central point o fNew
Shillong to its surroundings
50 that traffic congestion

Thepresent overnment thas
OUI’I m

triedtop
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the tourists visiting both Old
and New Shillong.

The major defects of the
existing New Shillong lies
in its unplanned stage and
the other defects lie on the
unforeseen citcumslanccs of
our state. based on the Gov-
ernment's financial capabil-
ity. The present government
has tried to promote Tourism
by organising the Cherry
Blossom festival and spent
crores of rupees but with
negligible infrastructure set
up for such festivals such as
hotels, home stays, and otltcr
facilities for tourists to enjoy
their visits.

ITie trafficjam in Shillong
is a very serious concern: it
will deter tourists from visit-
ing our state as their visits
will not be worth the facilities
available to them. No ef-
forts were made by the past
and existing governments
10 solve these problems by
building flyovers. Further, the
electronics traffic signal sys-
tem is the best tool toregulate
traffic in varicus pans of the
world but not so in our state
where it was withdrawn after
running for a brief period.
As educated citizen we arc
also responsible for blindly
accepting the traffic signal

can be avoided in future,
taking into consideration the
existing rate of increase of
vehicles registered within our
state. A similar 4-lanc road
may also be constructed for
returning towards the ccntrc.
One may think that such an
idea is irrelevant for a small
city like Shillong but we
cannot rule out its benefits
when we see lesser traffic
jams on our roads 50 years
from now. It is high time for
our government to come out
with a permanent solution to
case the existing traflic con-
gestion in our Old Shillong
(which was not planned since
its inception) as this really
affects the life of the com-
mon man. 1still believe that
ourgovernment has ot done
any research on the failure of
the electronics traflic signal
which was operational for
a short period in Shillong.
So. there is no reason for us
to raise any objection in the
near future when we will be
branded as the poorest in
understanding the effective-
ness of new technology for
the benefit of the citizens of
our state. We always take
decisions in a hurry without
thinking of the prosand cons
which in tum invitescriticism

tive the electronics traffic
signals system implemented
on similar roads with similar
intensity oftraflic during rush
hours in other states of India.
Recently. | visited Scotland
and was convinced that there
arc also many narrow roads
with as many vehicles plying
on them like ours and the
electronic traflic signals used
were excellent with no prob-
lems faccd as complained
by the public in our state,
from here | could sense that
the defects of the failure of
electronics traffic signals in
shillong arc purely because
of the sub-standard software
used during its implementa-
tion. Therewas no restriction
on parking of vehicles on one
side of the road, no restric-
tion on the speed of plying
vehicles, no restriction on
taxi drivers who randomly
halted their vehicles to pick
up passengers anywhere they
like onthe irviH. ele Maywi*
now request our traffic depart-
ment to consult experts from
other states to get themselves
trained and request them to
provide good customised
software for effective imple-
mentation ofelectronics traf-
fic signals system?

Again, when | was doing
my research from the docu-
mentaries on the operation of
electronics traflic signals in
European countries. | found
that the electronics traflic
signals were working per-
fectly on similar narrow roads
with more or less same traffic
intensity with a little extra
traffics like clectric trams, fu-
niculars. cyclists, skate riders,
etc. So with ourexperiences so
far in die existing unplanned
old Shillong, our government
should sec that those same
mistakes arc not repeated in
the planned new Shillong.
Of course, traffic congestion
is our major problem in Old
Shillong; wewould like to see
that our new Shillong is also
free from other problems like
narrow roads in residential ar-
eas. improper sewage system,
river pollutionetc. Uidtwe have
taced so tar. We now hope
for a very well-planned New
shilking with noscope for it to
be ledastray sothat wecan feel
proud forever. Now, we want
good legislators to fulfil our
expectations and hopefully
our voting in anew setofleg-
islators will be in accordance
with a system followed by
advanced civilisations of the
world i.e. selecting both the
personality and integrity of
the candidate and the politi-
cal party supporting hinvher
based on the ideology and

without ur why
this technology failed in

when | got niy first job my
father told me that | should
give him my salary and he
will manage i for me. | was
freshout ofcollege so | guess
he thought 1w « tooyoung to
handle my own economic af-
fairs. Likewise, 50years ago.
when a national party said
that it would I'andlc our eco-
nomic affairs, it made sense.
Now 50 years hence, if a
national party comesand says
that we should let it manage
and run theaffairsofthe state
since we have failed to run
our state. tho>the people of
the state should really feel
ashamed. It's like a father
telling his married son that he
should let him run his family
since he has run into huge
debts and the only way out
is to let him run his family. |
would definitely not want to
bein sucha situation. I 'min
such a situation. | will curse
the day 1was bom!
Yours etc..
Gary Marbaniang.
Via email

Wanted strong
law against
drug peddling

Editor,

Aproposofthe news"Sei-
zure worth Rs 74.18 Crorc
made during MCC" (ST
March 1st 2023), it can be
said that Mcgiuilaya has got
tofree itselffromthe menace
of DRUGS which is mining
many rich and poor families
in the State. The seizure of
drugs which is 45% of the

from 3
| have seen how effec-

total Rs 74.18 crorc seized
during the period of MCC is
awakcup call for the powers
that be. One cannot imagine
what is happening every day
in the State in the absence of
"professional drugs enforc-
ers” to oversee this menace.
In fact, there is a need for a
separate ‘specialized drug
enforcement agency’ in the
State. | appeal to all the
newly clccted members of
the | Ith Meghalaya Legisla-
tive Assembly to bring out a
law - ‘Misuse of Drugs Act’
on the lines of the Statutes of
the Republic of Singapore.
Your etc..
V.K.Lyngdoh.
Via email

Voting NPP is
voting BJP!

liditor.

It's somewhat amusing
to note that preceding Me-
ghalaya's assembly polling
date of February’ 27 the NPP
and BIP were in the thick of
a slugfest, the latter leaving
nostone unturned to fault the
former  as if they're swom
adversaries. At theend ofthe
day. post the date in question
they will be hobnobbing in
secrecy and find themselves
as strange bedfellows to de-
vise a mechanism on how to
shareplum cabinct portfolios
that can sustain a five year
term.

Incidentally. Manuel
Badwar. the present Congress
candidate from East Shillong
Constiliienry couldn't have
been more right on the day

as b
in the manifesto.

of his filing of nomination
when he indubitably hit the
bull'seye stating that NPP anti
BJP arc. on the sly. playing
cheap drama for ultimately
when the dust of the feverish
election air has settled down,
they shall join forces until
2028; thereafter they will
throw mud of allegations at
each other yet again! Inter-
estingly. Sanbor Shullai, the
BJP contestant from South
Shillong has. without mincing
words, asserted that during
the campaign period the NPP
will show how they abhor
BJP but after March 2nd they
will cajole the BJP as "Bhai-
Bhai". since NPP expects
money from the Union Gov-
ernment! No wonder, from
the glaring past instances,
we can perceptively notice
that NPP is invariably toeing
the line set by the BIP. They
have rightly been dubbed
as B team of BIP. A con-
spicuous and incontestable
example was when the NPP
Lok Sabha member Agatha
Sangma the sibling of our
incumbent Chief Minister,
voted in favour of CAA in
Parliament to the utter shock
of the indigenous citizens.
This, many opine, isonly the
tip ofa massive iceberg!
Yours etc.,
Jerome K Diengdoh.
Shillong-2

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
Thesshillong Times
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Case for a ‘legal coalition’ of Opposition
parties to fight attacks bv Modi govt

Use of central agencies
to browbeat rivals has
crossed all limits
By Susltil Kutty

We arc in the Ides of
March. And like Caesar’s
wife, all holders of top posi-
tionsin India should be above
suspicion Shouldn't that
apply to the Prime Minister
of India? It's a thought. Why
should anybody get a free
pass, spared the rigmarole
that applies to ever)' Indian
citizen, just becausc be/she
can claim privilege by dint
of his'her position?

Fact is. Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi, with his
alleged liriks to industrial-
ist Gautam Adani. cannot
claim privilege and place
himself above suspicion.
Adani, whose wealth has
been dcsctting him like the
proverbial rat from the sink-
ing ship, is under a cloud.
And Adani has casta shadow
on Narcndra Modi and, truth

be told, on the Modi govern-
ment itself

Gautam Adani was al-
legedly up to hanky-panky;
fixing dealswhich forcedhim
out of the shell companies,
and into the open. Ile has to
be investigated. But for glar-
ingly obvious reasons he isn't
being investigated. Adani is
beinggivenall the time inthe
world to cover his tracks.

It’sa shame, but if Delhi's
just-resigned Education Min-
ister Manish Sisodia must
be squeaky clcan. without a
shadow darkening the brow,
then Modi too should be
above suspicion, flic Prime
Minister’s post cannot be
a shield, .ust like Manish
Sisodia has to facc the in-
quisition, so should Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi.

Both arc equal before the
law. Modi should not forget
his Gujarat Chief Minister

Ahhishck Afanu S

Minister. Covers up for his
lack of transparency. Cov-
ers up for the omissions and
commissions of the Modi
government. Covers up the
fact that most Modi minis-
tersare unknown faces even
after 8/5 years, strangers
actually!

There should be an in-

with almost nil name-rccog-
nition. but becausc there’s
something callcd getting to
the bottom of things and
it’s about time the people
of India got to the bottom
of many things concerning
India under Modi's watch.
For fartoo long the Modi
government has been left to
itsdevices, unquestionedand
under no obligation to come
clcan on many thingsroiling

the running of the govern-
ment. The Modi government
has tumed authoritarian and
there’s nobody to rein it in.
especially when it comes to
the misuse of central inves-
tigative agencies.

It is time to take action.
In fact, "there is a valid
ground for a legal coalition
of the top 10 parties going
to the court and raising the
issue." said Abhishck Manu
singhvi, national spokesman
or the Congress and these
days lawyer for Manish
sisodia. Singhvi's ‘legal
coalition’ refers to the com-
ing together of the political
parties targeted by ccntral
investigative agencies let
loose on the Opposition by
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party.
Singhvi mooted this idea
at the recent Congress ple-
nary held in Raipur. Chhat-

IVI tol (}

Congress ena
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off Pal’ll entary
const tuencies.
days when he tisgarh. He

himself to due proccss and
went through the grind like
any other law-abiding In-
dian citizen. Then, before
2014. Chi;f Minister Nar-
endra Modi emerged from
the probe dean asawhistle.
Today, after the BBC's two-
part documentary ‘India: The
Modi Question’, which has
put the focus back on Modi
by painting him in shades
of mottlcti grey. Modi has
a credibility- problem linked
to Hindcnburg Research's
Adani revelations.

Did Modi's powerful posi-
tion give fie Gautam Adani
industrial complex undue
benefits? Itisn’t a secret that
prima facic it looks like Gau-
tam Adani had been making
hay since the time Modi's
sunstartedshining; ... since
20, Nearly nineyears later.
Modi should rightly be up for
questioning, but isn’t Not
even a fri;ndly joust with
cross-eyedjournalists!

Prime Vlinistcr Narcn-
dra Modis allergy to facc
journalists in what's callcd a
presser or apress confcrence
is one of the 10 most cow-
ardlyand vondrous things in
theworld. There was the time
when a BBC. ‘journalist made
Modi walkout in a hufft

The fact is, today's Prime
Minister of India is beyond
scrutiny. And the pliable me-
dia covers up for the Prime

partieswill take the proposal
seriously and not dismiss it
summarily as most politi-
ciansare prone to. However,
it is hard to believe that
opposition parties will drop
all their differences and, ina
show of singular solidarity,
approach the Supreme Court
ina "legal coalition” to put
a stop to the Mod govern-
ment’s misuse of ccntral
investigative agencies like
the CBI and ED.

Abhishck Manu Singhvi
told the Congress plenary
that it would be easier togel
the opposition parties into a
"legal coalition” against the
Modi government than get
them into a “political coali-
tion" to take on the BIP in
direct one-on-one fights in
cach of the 542 parliamen-
tary constituencies.

That is true. too. The
political ambitions of Op-
position leaders have kept
the BJP in high spirits when-
ever India clccted its central
government in recent times.
And Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi goes unchallenged
every time, all the non- BJP
parties arc the victims of
the IT. CBI and ED. The
‘legal coalition’ of the ag-
grieved political parties can
make the political unity
much easier before 2024
Lok Sabha elections. (1PA
Service)
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Avote for continuity

WHILE Conrad Sangma’s NPP could some-

how manage to retain power in Meghalaya, the

results in Nagaland were emphatic in favour of
the ruling NDPP-BJP alliance. The BJP retains

power in Tripura. Sangma would require the

backing of one or other party to run a stable

government for his second term. This being

the outcome of the three-state assembly polls

in the North-East, what is obvious is that there

is a deficit in the people’s backing for Sangma

though a part of his failure to gain a majority
of scats in the assembly is understandable. The
former NPP ally, the BJP, fielded candidates

in all 59 seats and the new political entity, the
TMC. showed its limited mass support by win-
ning some voles which would otherwise have

gone to the Congress. Should Sangma require

legislative support, he could bank on the BJP

that has by now understood its limitations in

Meghalaya and should reconcile to the situation
and back the NPP. This should help Meghalaya

get what's due to it from the Modi government

at the Centre.

The BJP proves a point by retaining power

in Tripura despite the serious odds it faced

this time. The emergence of the new regional

outfit seeking a separate state within Tripura,
the TIPRA MOTH A, had changed the political

equations to an extent yet again in what was

once a bastion of the left. Overall, the BJP has

reasons to cheer as it would continue to share

power in Nagaland as well. Yet, the three-state

elections showed the saffron party has its limi-

tations in the North-Uasi as far as mass support

is concerned. Its supremacy in Tripura for the

past five years however continued. A change of

chief minister in Tripura too helped the BIP to

consolidate its vote bank, as the results proved.

A consolidation of the non-tribal votes in the

Bengali dominated areas was what the BJP

attempted at in view of the strong offensive it

faced from TIPRA. However, it would appear

that the Bengali vote was divided between the

Left and the BJP.

Clearly, the Congress parly has yet again lost

the plot. The parly that once reigned supreme in

the north-eastern states and gave a tough fight

to the regional parties has proven it has little

chance of regaining power. Its irrelevance is

loud and clear. This has largely to do with its loss

ofpower in Delhi, the national capital; meaning

it also lost its strength to manipulate situations

to its advantage. In sum, all three states were not

in a mood to vote out the ruling parties.

The nature
of M e([lh_alaya
Politics

Fditor,

Can anyone really claim
tohaveaclueas tc how poli-
tics operate in a parliamen-
tary democratic constituency
called Meghalaya For start-
erseveryone, practically ev-
eryone . in the state has been
crying out loud about the
rampant corruption that has
been allowed to permeate
the governance in the state
of Meghalaya. Four years
of unadulterated corruption
practiced by the MDA right
from the illegal mining and
transportation of coal to the
unexplainable catastrophe
ofthe Dome of Ik Assem-
bly crashing down without
rhyme or reason, livery one
blamed iton the induction of
richcoal baronsai d contrac-
tors into the political system
ofthe state. The Khasis even
came up with a name for it

The High Levels, meaning
VIPs whocan get nvay with
cvety crime under the IPC
just becausc they happen to
run the Government. Then in
his political campaign for the
BJP, the Union Home Minis-

ter. Amit Shah has called the
state the most corrupt state or
something to that effect.
Now we have the results
of the 27th Feb polls and
the results arc a fractured
mandate. People and par-
ties calling and blaming
each other for corruption,
nepotism and every kind of
crime under the dictionary
arc now oncc again conspir-
ing how to work together.
Their cxcusc- how to bring
about a stable Government
for the good of the people
who voted for them. Another
coalition in the likes of the
MDA -I is once again likely
to emerge as MDA -2. So
people be prepared for an-
other 5 years of tumultuous
governance. Once a govern-
ment is formed the pressure
groups ( who incidentally
remained mute and quiet on
corruption during the polls)
will come crawling out of
their respective holes with
bandhs. roadblocks and all
sorts of nonsense , whose
sole intention is to bring
nonnal economic life of the
state to a stop. The clccicd
politicians cxcept the CM
and the Home Minister will
be seen then. All the others
would have crept back to
the safety of their respcctive

eghalaya results.

the Voters’ (ex) aspir

About the only things
that bring a smile to our
faccs or evoke laughter arc
the memes that travel at the
speed of light. There is this
one of the Prah (winnow)
hitting the Lamborghini and
wounding it. One thing is for
sure many hundredsor per-
haps thousands o fjournalists
have been bom during this
two-month long campaign.
These arc so good at getting
the message out that they
would put a trained journal-
ist to shame. Sometimes one
wishes one could learn that
trade. It's better than having
tokey in thousands ofwords
that people may or may not
read. Pictures truly speak
a thousand words and vid-
eos and mcmes even more.
They are the latest means of
reaching the target audiencc
with the message. For some
reason the Prah tickled the
illulgiivitiuil of [>d>plc,
cially women becausc they
use it every day at home or
in the fields. There's a lot to
be written about the role of
emotions invoting. Someone
has rightly stated that voting
is not about reason.

Drew Wcsten. professor
ofpsychologyand psychiatry
at Hmory University, in his
book "The Political Brain”
makes a ground-breaking
investigation into the role of
emotion in determining the
political life of the nation.
Westen hasexploreda theory
of the mind that differs sub-
stantially from the more
"dispassionate" notions held
by most cognitive psycholo-
gists, political scientists,
and economists. The idea of
the mind as a cool calcula-
tor that makes decisions
by weighing the evidence
bears no relation to how the
brain actually works. When
political candidates assume
voters di i make

By Patricia Mukhim

by then, thci* feelings to-
ward the candidates’ policy
positions.

Westen ttrns conven-
tional political analyses on
their head anc suggests that
the biggest challenge for
politicians is how to move
the electorate. He shows how
it can be done hrough exam-
ples ofwhat candidates have
said —or could have said—in
debates, speeches, and ads.
Westcn's discoveries could
transform electoral arithme-
tic. showing how a different
view of the mind and brain
leads to a different way of
talking with voters about is-
sues that matter to the least
common denominator on
the issues that matter to them
the most. Westen concludes
that while the structure of
the brain cantxn be changed
what can be changed is the
way we appeal to it.

So those that have lost
the elections now have the
time to sit and think about
what Drew Westcn has said.
Better still they can get his
book and chew on it. My
own study suggests that vot-
ers don't want to listen to
staid speeches. They want
moving speccfics that move
them, sometimes even to

cians don’t understand this
diversity and appeal to all
with the same tone. There’s
more on this topic but | will
leave it for a later article. For
now let’s focus on the clec—
tion results.

Indeed now that the heat
and dust of elections have
settled down, everyone has
to attend to their work in
their farms, tend to their cat-
tic. trudge over dilapidated
roads, make long queues for
water and women have to
peddle their wares at every
conceivable space. Chil-
dren will still suffer from
malnutrition, from stunting
and wasting and there will
be more kids out of school
than inside. Women will
continue to suffer from ane-
mia and teenage pregnancies
will not stop. Prices of es-
sential commodities will go
through the roof and many
will lose even the one land
holding they have because
they will mortgage that to
pay for a surgery or some
hospitalisation. Insurance
docs not cover everything.
The elections and the results
thereafter arc a five-year
fanfare. We will continue
with the revelry but nothing
will change; just a few faccs

“The idea o fthe mindas a coot

calculator that makes decisions by

weighing the evidence bears no relation

to how the brain actually works. When

political candidates assume voters

dispassionately make decisions based

on the issues, "they lose.”

tears. Sadness resonates with

decisions based on "the is-
sues.” they lose. That's why
only one Democrat lias been
re-elected to the presidency
since franklin Roosevelt *
and only one Republican has
failed in that quest.

Weston says in politics,
when reason and emotion
collide. emotion invariably
wins. Flections arc decided
in the marketplace of emo-
tions. a marketplace filled
with values, images, analo-
gies. moral sentiments, and
moving oratory, in which
logic plays only a supporting
role. Westen shows througha
whistlc-stopjourney through
the evolution of the pas-
sionate brain and a bravura
tour through fifty years of
American presidential and
national elections, why cam-
paigns succced and fail. The
evidence is overwhelming
that three things determine
how people vote. It goes in
this order (a) their feelings
toward the parties and their
principles, (b) their feelings
toward the candidates, and
(c) if they haven't decided

homesand pretend they have

nothing to do with what is

going on. That is politics in

Meghalaya. Doesanyone un-
derstand how it operates?

Yours etc..

Timothy Ranee.

ia email

Will the
administration
wake up?

Fditor.

A very moving and hon-
est write-up of Albert Thyr-
niang: 2023 (ST March |
202.V) secs little change in
our fortunes post March
2 after the results arc out.
The article touched me im-
mensely. Here is a man on
the ground revealing first
hand the plight of the vil-
lage people of Rangblang
Sohsyniang. It grieves me
to read how we. the peaple,
have grown so hard- hearted,
indifferent and casual be-
cause we are not affected
directly! | wonder whether
the few questions he raises
ever penetrates the hearts
and minds of the adminis-
tration!

Maybe, just maybe, if the
villagers' prayer of Paul to

more people than happiness.
Some candidates have been
known to weep in order to
move the clcctoratc. We
might think it>drama but it
works. Politicians need to get
into the innernosi thoughts
of people. Ju>t giving them
the basic necessities of life
and promisingthem develop-
ment does not seem to work
anymore. Development is
difticult to measure and has
different meanings fordift'cr—
cut people. Vchicic owners
want better reads: villagers
want more public transport
because they have to travel
on Sumos thal arc packed to
the hilt with people inside
then with the load atop the
vehicic and some passengers
above the load. It always
makes me wonder as towhat
would happen if that Sumo,
often traveling over rickcty
roads were to lose control
and the pcopb on top tum-
bling down to their deaths.
Meghalaya is not a cohcsive
state with pcoilc having ho-
mogenous needs. The needs
arc diverse but most politi-

the Fphesiam.” ....besccch

yon that ye valk worthy of
‘the vocation wherein ye arc
called.” miglit bring about
a renewed thrust and hon-
est determination by the
government "o address the
problems!

Yours ctc...
Kevin Phillips
shillong - 19

Indicator of
N-E Results

Fditor.

Fvcry election has itsown
significance and it indicates
the future trends for thecom-
ing elections. The present
resultso fthree North Eastern
states show the strong grip
of the BIP as the party had
won the assembly elections
in Tripura. In Meghalaya
and Nagaianc it will form a
coalition Government with
the regional parties. The
Congress pa-ty performed
very poorly in all the three
states. This oils fora deep
introspection from the party.
Rahul Gancihi is abroad
whereas Mod will address
the workers in BIP office
New Delhi. This in itself
shows the priority of the
Congress honcho and the

but with the same DNA. So
the outcomes would be the
same.

The only bright light in
this election is the phenom-
enal win of the Voice of
People’s Party (VPP) can-
didates who have offered
their services to the people
without giving them any-
thing in return becausc they
don't need to buy peoples’
loyalties. They also don't
have the anti-incumbcncy
factor to deal with. So they
are starting on a new slate.
Some ofthe young contend-
ers from the Congress and
VPP could not make it this
time but they must hang on
and continue with their work
ofaddressing the needs ofthe
underprivileged across the
Khasi-Jaintia Hills.

The BJP put up 60 can-
didates which was an auda-
cious move but had to be
contentwithjust two MLAS
For some reason the BJP has
not been able toreally expand
its basein Meghalaya despite
the years of hard work put in
by the RSS and other wings
of the Sangh Parivar. There

difference in the working
style ofboth panics.

The election results arc
an indicator of a mature
democracy that India is and
ina mature democracy there
is no place for caste, creed or
religion. Only development
matters along with national
interest and integrity of the
country. In the North Fastcm
states where Hindus are ina
minority and BIP is known
as a pro- Hindu party, the
voters did not pay heed to
this factor and supported
the BJP. So we can say that
the results of elections have
changed the entire political
scenario and also proved
that our country hasa mature
democracy.

The impact of these elec-
tions will be seen in the
Karnataka assembly elec-
tions which will be held
two months hence. The BIJP
had already declared the
programme for the month
of March and various lead-
ers will continuously visit
the state and organise meet-
ings. Karnataka state is very
important for the BJP. If the
Party loses Karnataka it will
have direct impact on the
coming assembly elections
in five states and also on the
parliament elections to be

eflect
ations

is that undercurrent of fear
about this being a party with
no empathy for minorities
and before the elections
word had spread about how
churches were being demol-
ished in neighbouring Assam
ostensibly because they were
builton disputed land. Some
of the candidates who left
the NPP and joined the BJP
got a drubbing. The BJP will
perhaps take more time to
establish its credentials in
Meghalaya. The BJP isdoing
better in Nagaland which is
a more Christian dominant
state than Meghalaya is with
12 seats. Perhaps there arc
other underlying reasons
suchas the Naga Peacc Talks
which are still hanging fire
and which the Nagas have
realised is better sorted by
negotiations rather than con-
frontation.

What is a matter of in-
tense UisvouiM' deioss TV
channels is the recession of
the Congress inall the states
of the North Fast. In Na-
galand where it once enjoyed
rare patronage the Congress
is reduccd to a cipher. Why
this should happen is not a
mystery cither. The Congress
Part)Itoday is caught between
social activism and part-time
politics. The Party seems to
have lost its sense of direc-
tion. Mr Rahul Gandhi came
to Meghalaya, attacked the
Trinamool Congress right,
left and ccntre and went off
becausc he was too busy to
spend time here or to do a
road show. Prime Minister
Modi with all his busyness
did a road show in Shillong
and went to Tura the same
day. Rahul Gandhi's Shillong
visit was not even a talking
point. How did the Congress
manage to shoot itselfin the
foot? The Congress had its
85th plenary at Raipur and
decided on several things that
would be of help to citizens
such as dedicated skills de-
velopment programmes for
the manufacturing sector et
al but what the party did not
perhaps discuss was a come-
back strategy. The Bharat
Jodo Yatra is a civil society
action. The Congress is a
political party dealing with a
shrewd opponent. It has todo
better and be equal ly aggres-
sive in its campaign without
the name-calling that lands
Rahul Gandhi in trouble.

All the TV channels arc
looking at the outcome of the
state elections as a forerun-
ner to the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Docs the Congress
really have a strategy for that
other than the futile search
for opposition unity?

As | see it the
NPP-+BJP+othcrs will yet
again form a government
in Meghalaya. The pressure
groups will now get busy
with their laundry list of
demands and everything will
get back tobusiness as usual.
On that note | rest my case
for the day.

held in March 2024.

The Congress will fight
the elections on the basis of
the Adani issue. How much
support the Party will getwill
be dear from the Karnataka
assembly elections. Opposi-
tion parties arc making their
own strategies against the
BJP but they arc not united.
Fven in the north eastern
statesthe TMC contested the
elections separately and won
a few scats. It is expected
from the Opposition parties
that they should fight the
elections unitedly to face
thechallenge from the ruling
party. A strong Opposition is
amust inademocratic coun-
try. And Opposition parties
must learn from the results
of the North Fastcm States
otherwise they have to repent
again for not getting enough
seatseven for getting the sta-
tus of Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha.

Yours etc.,
Yash Pal Ralhan.
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times

(SIX)

Trinamool Congress
gets big jolt in state
assembly elections

By Ashis Biswas

Ironically, opposition
parties in India were further
divided ty the outcomc of
Assembly elections in three
North Eastern states, not
to mention the Sagardighi
scat by-elcction in West
Bengal, h broad terms, the
Left parties and the Indian
National Congress (INC)
fared much better than their
strong regional challengers
like the Trinamool Congress
(TMC).

The day’s (March 2) ma-
jor successcs undoubtedly
went to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). especially in
the Nortkeast. The party’s
loss and third placc finish
at Sagardighi assembly in
Bengal did not hurt much,
although the major erosion
of its popular support from
the earlier polls caused con-
cern tots leadership.

The TMC’s unravelling
was nothing short of spec-
tacular. Months before the
elections were announced
the party, helped by the
formidable expertise of the
well known IPAC team led
by redoubtable poll expert
Mr Prashant Kishor. had
set up camps at expensive
locations in Tripura and
Meghalaya. Mr Rajib Baner—
jcc. former Bengal Minister
‘was made a party leadcr-in-
residence in Tripura. Such
early preparations surprised
most observers at Agartala
and Shillong, as most parties
usually cirricd out a more
relaxed pre-poll campaign
compared to the more cn-
ergctic efforts seen in other
regions/states.

For several months, with
TMC General Secrctaiy Mr
AbhishckBancrjec MP mak-
ing frequent visits tooversee
pre-poll preparations and
hone up the party’s aggres-
sive anti-iJJP campaign, the
TMC' made oil the running
in both states. Lesser Bengal
leaders and Ministers also
assisted their spectacular
(and expensive) efforts.

The Meghalaya-based
media ccmmented widely
about the massive scale
of the TMC’s campaign,
whether in terms of the
outstation party using the
record number of colourful
flags, powers and festoons,
or the scale of its meetings
and mass mobilisation. No
wonder ihe TMC’s final
anti-clinuctic finish in both
states wasa major subjectof
post poll analysis in the NF-
bascd niciia and among the
resident commentariat.

The TMC failed to wina
single scat in Tripura while
it won only five in Megha-
laya out of 59 ! In some
areas, the votes it won in
Tripura were actually lower
than the NOTA figures !
There was no question ofits
coming o power in either
state, cortrary to the thun-
dering promises made by Mr
Bancriec or the Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Bancrjec.

InTripura, the TMC failed
towork out an alliance with
other paries and contested
only 28 seats. In Meghalaya
it was ona better wickct. as
its campaign was headed by
former Chief Minister Dr
Mukui Sangma.

Too Inc. Dr. Sangma
realized tiat his association
with the TMC. a party he
had joined quitting his par-
ent organisation, had cost
him dear in 2023.. Under
Dr Sangma, the INC had
honourably emerged as the
sccond largest party to the
ruling NPP led by Mr Con-
rad Sangna in 201 8.polls by
getting 21scats

While it is too early for
a detailed analysis of the
TMC's debacle, one point
needs to be made about its
contradictory and confus-
ing pre-poll campaigning.
The partycountered its own
political message in Tripura
and Meghalaya

Prune example: Bengal
chief Minister Ms Bancrjec
treated Tripura as an exten-
sionofWest Bengal in terms

of its linguistic, cultural
and other similarity with
the larger slate. "Wc feel at
home here—our language,
food and eulture arc the
same,” said the beaming
Chief Minister. Saying this,
she totally ignored the rise
of the Tipra Motha party,
representing 30/35% native
tribal population of Tripura,
with its own distinct lan-
guage. culture, customs and
history!

In contrast, she and
nephew Abhishck held
large rallies in neighbour-
ing Meghalaya where they
assured mainly Khasis and
Garo tribes peoples, that
the'TMC was NOT a Ben-
gali party, nor a party that
would be run by Bengalis
out of Kolkata '!!! Such
glaring contradictions left
most people contuscd and
far from impressed!

It was odd to reflect that
for all its reputed expertise,
the team of IPAC experts
had apparently failed to ad-
vice the TMC leaders about
the potentially disastrous
outcomc of such lapses of
sensitivity in the pre-poll
campaign conducted in a
region known for its sensi-
tivity about cthnicity-relatcd
issues and the rccurrence of
ethnic violencce !

No wonder, more sea-
soned local politicians in
the BIP camp led by the
wily Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswas Sarnia and
others, eagerly pounced on
such TMC howlers, and
made merry. There was more
talk in NE’s political circles
about the high expenditure
campaign carricd out by
the TMC, as the party virtu-
ally camped for weeks at
top hotels at Agartala and
Shillong, than upon its so-
called manifestoand "politi-
cal programmes *

As the dreary commen-
taryabout the TMC's losses
continued on the electronic
media, most analysts won-
dered why Mamata Baner-
jce’s party had not learned
anything out of its earlier
farcical forays into the Goa
Assembly elections and the
Tripura civic polls before
that. On both occasions the
party had drawn a blank,
but had notched up a total
expenditure of around Rs
80crorc, according toexpert
estimates the TMC never
publicly disputed.

Going into 2024 Lok Sab-
ha polls, the INC improved
its position in the Northeast
by putting up a reasonable
performance along with the
Left in Tripura, cflcctively
protecting its vote share if
notdoing very well in terms
ofwinning seats.

However, its impressive
victory in the Sagardighi
by-election over the TMC
by a thumping margin of
nearly 23.000 votesover the
TMC wasa majorshot inthe
arm for the INC. Far more
than a personal win for the
battling Congress MP Adhir
Choudhury. it meant that the
INC had nowone member in
the Bengal Assembly.

Also, the margin of its
win at Sagardighi provid-
ed India's grand old party
with many debating points
against its louder TMC op-
ponents whether in the Lok
Sabha or elsewhere. And its
loss also left the TMC well
behind thcAam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in their competition
toemerge as the top regional
party in India. The AAP has
two governments in its fold.
TMC tried desperately to
be a partner of the ruling
coalition in another state
but failed.

The danger signal for
the TMC was that whether
Christians in the Northeast,
Hindus in the Fast or North-
east and Muslims in Bengal
— the party was losing its
self-declared position as a
champion ot minority inter-
ests. At Sagardhigi for ex-
ample. 68% of the clcctoratc
is Muslim! (tPA Senicv)
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Topsy turvv politics in Meghalay a
TIIAT the people of Meghalaya would throw up
a fractured vcrdict is a given. This is normal for
a state that has never voted for a political party

or ideology but for personalities and largely for
rhetoric. If people voted sensibly some of the
faces that will be visible in the House this time

should not be there at all. They include those
who have subverted the system and perpetuated

arule ofcorruption by engaging in coal mining
and transportation despite the NOT ban since
April 2014. When people within the government
abuse their positions and bend the rules the rule

of law too is undermined. People arc elected to
provide good governance that reaches the last

mile but for fifty years those in governance have
used the system to multiply their wealth and then

used money power to buy the loyalty of voters
a fortnight before elections.

To say that elections in Meghalaya are free
and fair is to deny the wrongdoings that the
candidates have indulged in. Liquor was free
flowing as was evidenced in a video clip that
went viral. Women were seen dancing with

wads of notes in their hands and rallies were
organised by candidates by wooing voters

whose daily wages were paid to make merry.
After all this pandering to the basest of human

instincts and enslaving people by paying them
to vote and holding their conscience prisoner,
how can the Election Commission expect free

and fair elections? Huge swathes of voters are
disempowercd and therefore too poor to resist
the temptation for money and freebies. This is

not to say that all voters arc corrupt but large
sections arc. Where poverty isata 32.7 % high

it is only natural to expect that the poor would
not spare any opportunity for earning money

without working for it.

It is in this scenario that the Supreme Court
order on March 2, for revamping the electoral
system comes as a piece ofgood news. The apex
court has said thata Committee comprising the
Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition in
parliament and the Chieflustice of India would
not select theChicfElection Commissioner and

State Election Commissioners. This would bring
some autonomy to the Commission and allow

it to be independent of the executive (read the
ruling party) It is believed that if the Election
Commission of India (EC1) were to have itsown
secretariat it functions would be more autono-

mous and also it would be free to make rules

that arc more stringent to curb the use ofmoney

power during elections besides other induce-
ments. Meanwhile in Meghalaya government
formation is awaited even as political parties
work out the r permutations and combinations.

A fractured verdict invariably leads to horse
trading and mat is becoming evident.

BJP to cleanse
most corrupt
MDA?

Editor.

After theexit polisConrad
sangmawas seenvisiting his
counterpart Himanta Biswa
sarma in Guwahati. The
emerging results of Tripura.
Nagaland and Meghalaya
were pleasing to the BJP in
Delhi although the BJP in
Meghalaya wonjust 2 outof
59 scats. And the home con-
stituency of Ernest Mawrie.
the BJP President voted for
the UDP. Yet. w: the people
cannot read the contradictory
signs on the wals.

Few days before the elec-
tions. Home Minister. Amit
Shah declared Vcghalayaas
the most corrupt state. And
in the height cf shocking
political pharisaic behaviour
Ernest Mawrie met Conrad
Sangma to support the NPP.
Can the two supposedly
clcanscd (too clean to be
believed) cleanse this NPP
smeared with corruption of
5years as certified bv Amit
shah?

On September 2022. dur-
ing the most tragic week of
the Meghalaya Assembly

dome collapse, thanks to
revelation by Justice BP
Katcky who was heading
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT). the MDA Govern-
ment was berated by the
Supreme Court for its con-
nivance with the State and
Central Pollution Control
Boards, the MoEI-CC, the
North Eastern Space Appli-
cation Centreetal for mining
and transporting coal despite
NGT ban promulgated in
2014. NESAC perhaps with
satellite imagery captured
the tarpaulin hidden coal that
passes without any checks
at Lad Umroi. Worse is the
NOC given by MoEFCC
to Star Cement to intrude
into 8.2 km of cco-sensitive
zone of Narpuh Wild Life
Sanctuary. The State Pol-
lution Board could not say
‘NO "to the prayer of Star
Cement for 15SMW of Power
from the Khlichriat domestic
grid. It also did not question
CM Conrad Sangma on the
illegally run coke factories
in Sutnga which arc now
legalised. Ilie shocking part
is that the President of the
Coke Unit Association was
elected from the NPP tickct
recently much to the chagrin
of the Sutnga Environment
Concern Committee (ECC).

Towards meeting the
aspiration of the common man

The election for the state
legislative assembly in Me-
ghalaya is over and the re-
sults are out. The state is
going tohave a new govern-
ment very soon. Congratula-
tions to the people of Megha-
laya. the political parties, and
their leaders for the smooth
conduct of the election in
the state. Starting from the
campaign to the voting and.
then the declaration of elec-
tion results, the whole pro-
cess worked very smoothly.
Election without any scuftle
reflects the peace-loving
nature of the people of the
state and is an example set
for other stales to follow.

Mec -

PATD
IBES

gha -
laya is the symbol of
thesmooth functioningofde-
mocracy. Experiences from
the field say that leaders
from various political par-
ties. including those in power
d in i do come

By Dr. Sridhar Kundii

people and. stands as one
of the reasons behind many
socio-economic evils. How-
ever. there is no quick-fix
solution to the problem of
unemployment. Steps need
tobe takenin he right direc-
tion toachicvc thesolution in
the medium aid long run.
According to the updated
report ofCM IE. the monthly
unemployment in the state
reached about 4.2 per cent
as of February 2023. The
unemployment problem in
urban areas is 10 per cent
while the sam: in rural areas
stands at 3 per cent. The

higher concentration of un-

employment in the urban city

centres of the state warrants

planning- better focused and

taigetcd.

Hie urban-educatedyouth
Al

in the urban city centres de-
mand decentjobs to provide
better education and health
to their families.

The creation o furbanem-
ployment opportunities needs
revival growth in industrial
activity. The manufacturing
sector shares just 3.3 per
cent of the state's GSDP in
2020-21. The growth in this
sector is very low as well.
The annual average growth
of manufacturing in the last
five years is less than 1 per
cent.

The economic growth
and development of a na-
tion dgicnd on the strength
of its industrialisation. Ilic
industrial sector generates
value addition and provides

an
together, debate and discuss
various issues with calm
and propriety. The discipline
in placing arguments and
presenting voices by party
leaders is a lesson to the rest
ofIndia and the world.

In a democratically con-
ducted election, the out-
comc is neither controlled
nor regulated. The result is
uncertain. The higher the de-
gree ofuncertainty of results
shows the higher level of
faimess and transparency in
the electoral process. As the
election resultsarc outand a
new government is going to
be functional in a few days,
the first and foremost priority
is to meet all the aspirations
ofthe people.

The state is yet to recover
from tix; economic downturn
caused due to covid-19 pan-
demic. The major issue be-
fore the state as highlighted
by many political panics
during their campaign is
unemployment. Many politi-
cal panics have included the
ue of unemployment and
quick solution in their
manifesto.

Unemployment is a seri-
ous issue for the economy
and if not checked, it badly
impacts othereconomic fun-
damentals. The problem of
unemployment limits eco-
nomic growth and reduces
the standard of living of the

We the public arc being
heavily duped.

Democracy is being mur-
dered in broad daylight
The VPP in its attempt to
blow the winds ofchange to
rescue this dying, wretched
state, deeply mired in cor-
ruption had perfonncd well
in itsmaidenelectoral battle.
TMC and Congress have
buried the hatchet to try and
save Meghalaya from the
clutches of corruption. But
will they succeed to fonn a
coalition government?

Alas the people whocried
hoarse against the Casino

of them aspire to have well-
paidjobs not reccssarily only
in government offices or in
government-owned enter-

opponunitics.
it absorbs the surplus labour
force in the economy, both
educated and uneducated
andeventhosewho remained

“//,a dem ocratically conducted election,

the outcome is neither controlled

norregulated. The resultis uncertain.

The higher the degree o funcertainty o f

results *hows the higher levelo ffairness

and transparency in the electoral
process. As the election results are out
and a new government is going to be

functional in afew days, thefirst and

foremostpriority is to meetall the

aspirations o fthepeople. The state isyet to

recoverfrom the economic downturn caused

due to covid-19 pandemic."

prises. A well-paid job also
does not ncc:ssarily mean
ajob with a fat salary. But.
the salary should be adequate
to manage the family in the
face of rising food prices. It
is necessary toadd here that
the current food price infla-
tion has reach;d above 7 per
cent and is o.pccicd to rise
due to supply constraints in
various parts of the world.
Rising cost prices of educa-
tion and health services add
an acklitional burden on the
common man. The youths

Forest with Lumshnong and
Brishyrnot people having
to move to lesser polluted
places they will suffer in the
long run. Conrad Sangma's
double standards vis a vis
the people of Sohra and not
granting them a district in
deference to the wishes of
Late Donkupar Roy is still
fresh in their memories.
Why is the clcctoratc so
foolish not tosuspect that the
BIP- NPP alliance was cun-
ningly pre-planned? Also,
the quick fix electioneering
tricks to please Jirang and
Sutnga constituencies with
d d

Megha-
layans in electing the UDP
- aparty that supported Con-
rad Sangma and Prcstone
Tynsong. Worse the UDP is
blind to the fact that Conrad
Sangma's plan is to elimi-
nate the Party to zero. Why
1write this is becausc while
the results were emerging the
UDP should have sent feel-
erstoVPP. TMC. INC. PDF.
HSPDP etc.. to try and form
anon-NPP-BJPgovemment.
But UDP did not do that.
Unless the people of Me-
ghalaya arc aware of the
dangers of the CAA and
other hidden agenda of the
BIP and also the devas-
tation of Narpuh Reserve

division and
CD and RD blocks weeks
before election? Meghalaya
is doomed forever. But 50
years of exigence is not a
shon time as none is wiser
than destiny. There is no use
crying over spilt milk.

The prospects of having
TMC. VPP aid Congress in
the opposition is hearten-
ing no doubi but with this
bulldozing, dictating, elusive
non-repentant Chief Minis-
ter. Conrad Sangma. 1see no
rayof hope lor Meghalaya's
future. Indeed, wc have been
fooled for far too long
Yoursctc.,
W. Passah.
Nongkrem

disguised in the agriculture
and allied sector.

The major issue, the state
has been facing so far. is the
lack of investment in indus-
trial activity. Investments
from both the public sector
andprivate sector have been
traditionally low. In 2019-20.
thegross fixed capital forma-
tion (GFCF) asa share ofthe
state’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) stands at 0.6 per
cent. In 2011-12. the share
was 3-2percentandover the
years, the share of GFCF has

Horse trading
in the air?

Fditor.

With more news onsocial
media today wc the people
are already aware about the
two HSPDP MLAs now-
wanting to join hands with
the NPP-BJP plus other in-
dependents to fonn agovern-
ment. Ironically the HSPDP
President was not aware of
this sly defection of the two
MLAs without the knowl-
edge of the Party and has
written to the NPP that the
HSPDP is not extending
support to the above coali-
tion. This presents a classic
case of buying and selling
of MLAs post election. For
some reason the NPPdid not
consult the UDP this time al-
though they are old partners.
Perhaps the NPP could not
stomach the muck-raking by
the UDP at its coalition part-
ner that allowed its MLAs
to hold lucrative posts. Hie
UDP not with Paul Lyngdoh
in the reckoning might be
a difficult customer for the
NPP-BIP combine. Paul
Lyngdoh is a senior and
astute politician and would
di» well in the vabinct but

witncssed a declining trend.
However, at the all-India
level, the GFCF share in the
country's total GDP stands at
30 per cent.

The need of the hour is
to provide a higher level of
attention to the growth of
the manufacturing sector in
the state which can be pos-
sible by creatinga conducive
environment for the growth
of the public and private
sectors. The new govern-
ment may put more focus on
capital outlay, possibly in the
infrastructure sector.

Capital formation in the
physical infrastruc-
turc improves con-
nectivity and thus,

supports casing the
transport o fraw materi-
alsatlower cost,

w andagain, fa-
cilitatcs

reach
o f the final
output to each single
demand hub. The life cycle
ofthe product improves with
the development o f physical
infrastructureand contributes
to the growth of the industry
and creates employment op-
ponunitics in the state.

But resources with the
state government to inter-
vene in the provisioning of
infrastmcture facilities are
less. Looking at the resource
constraints, the state govern-
ment may follow the path of
the other state governments
to organise an "Investor
Summit " and create a com-
mon platform for investors to
comeandijoin hands for pos-
sible economic development
in thestate. This engagement
would induce investment
sentiment and help generate
resources for growth and
stability in the long run.

Hie capital ofMeghalaya.
shillong has the potential of
becoming the intellectual hub
for the north-eastern states
and the country as well.
With many good educational
institutions, the city has at-
tracted many academics, and
researchers from all around
the country and the world
It is the entry gate for many
northeastern states. The state
needs to realise its strength
and gather self-trust which
is the critical minimum factor
to keep the economy on the
path of sustainable growth
and meet the aspiration of
the common man.

(The writer is Sr. Analyst.
Bharti Institute of Public
Polic\\ ISB. Mohali)

what the NPP fears is that
the UDP might wrest the
most lucrative portfolios for
itself as it did the last time
around. The Home portfolio
held by Lahkmcn Rymbui
was what was facilitating the
illegal transportation o fcoal
vide a tacit understanding
with what the Jaintia people
call the "High Level." It will
be interesting to watch who
the new Home Minister will
be in the new government
that is said to be sworn in
on March 7.

For the people of Megha-
laya every election brings
the same old crooked faccs
to the fore barring the new
faccs from the VPP and the
TMC. When will wc get a
government that thinks for
the people? It will perhaps
take another lifetime. Wc
can only expect the worst
in the next five years. But |
would be happy tobe proven
wrong.

Yours etc.,

John Suting.

Via email

Articles and letters ap-

pearing on this page are

the views of the writers1

authors and not that of
Theshillong Times
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N-E fall-out —New
coalitions to emerge
in run-up to 2024

By ShivajiSarkar

The elections in North
East India are lessons for
Congress vhich has Ic3mt
as Jairam Ramesh says that
local leadership matterseven
as Congress president begins
theeffort tunite theopposi-
tion with his bid to placate
DMK at the birthday bash of
its president and Tamilnadu
chief minister Stalin.

It is no less a challenge
for the BIP. particularly in
Tripura, vhere it has just
edged pasi the crucial ma-
jority mark despite massive
anti-incunbency until a
year ago. thanks to Tipra
Motha for splitting opposi-
tion votes. It is crucial as the
party is building up Tripura
as the gateway to the region
as also southeast Asia, and
the rest of ktdia. Tripura was
a tough game. The victory,
even with a slender major-
ity. makes a difference. Titc
party will play a larger role
in the region with expected
increase inthe cloutand pos-
sible fund :low.

Where docs the Con-
gress falter? To emphasise
on Ramesh, the Congress
docs not hive the ability to

tions! Perhaps she should
rethink her stance

Maharashtra again is a
lesson for the opposition.
At Chinchwad, The Maha-
rashtra Vikas Aghadi rebel,
disgruntled Shiv Sena leader
Rahul Kalatc polled 43170
votes to upset the chanccs of
N'CPcandidatc Nana Kate
96175 votes, making victory
of Ashwini Jagtap of BIP
with 131464 votes easier.
Kalatc andKate together got
1.39.345.

Combined MVA sup-
ported Congress candidate
Ravindra Dhangckar got
73194 votes to defeat BIP
candidate Rasanc who got
62.244 votes ina BJ P strong-
hold in Kasba Pcth. If the
Aghadi keeps its rank and
file together it can change
the Maharashtra scenario.

The Tamilnadu results
also indicate that a united
opposition can effect chang-
es. The ruling DMK-backed
Congress nominee EVS
Elangowan won the Erode
East byclection. Tamilnadu
chief minister termed it
as public endorsement of
Dravidian model of gover-

“This is an emerging scenario.

The 2024 elections may see many

curious moves. The B JP is quietly-

inching towards it. It is tying up
alliances in many states. The opposition
isstillin an experimental mode.
The BJP is Hying to upset every possible
opposition move whetherin Tamilnadu.
Jharkhand. Bengalor elsewhere. It is

expected to be more ruthless in Tripura

andfinish o ffPracfyotDebbarma who

can emerge as a /x)tential challenger.M

retain the local leadership.
In Tripura, its own capable
leader Pralyot Dcbbarman
the scion of the royal fam-
ily, was fereed to exit and
today leads Tipra Motha. In
Meghalaya, another leader
Mukul Sangma joined Tri-
namool Congress. There are
a host ofo.hers who moved
out with them. And Congress
has not be;n able to regain
iis position in Nagaland.
Had the Congress retained
Debbarmait possibly would
have been an equal partner,
not junior, with the CPM-
Left. Pradyot also for his
finicky role in perhaps trying
to be a kingmaker has lost
the chancc to emerge as the
key player 1ic got 13 scats
but could have got more
with scat-sharing arrange-
ments with Lcft-Congress.
He has allowed the edge to
the BJP and now has sent
signals that he could prefer
to share power with the BJP

nance of his government.
But TN is also in the radar
0fBIP.where through Tamil
sangam it has reached siz-
able Tamilians.

The pattern is clear.
Wherever the opposition is
cohcsive, as in Meghalaya,
itcould score well. The NPP
has emerged as the single
largest party with 26 scats.
But nowa BJP organiser for
Northeast says post-poll, the
BJP would wipe out chicf
minister Conrad Sangma for
picking upa fight with Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi,
and refusing toallow him to
hold a public meeting at the
PA Sangma stadium.

In Nagaland. NDPPwith
25.BJP 12 and Republican
Party 2. Nciphiu Rio sails
through. Again it shows that
cohesion helps in the current
political scenario. It also
unfolds another scenario in
Iharkhand. The IMM-Con-

setback. The

asajuni betray his
tribal supporters!

There if the flip side too.
Is the local leadership gain-
ing somewhere? Else how
did Congress have three
surprising victories in West
Bengal, Tamilnadu and Ma-
harashtra’. The most sur-
prising is the victory of
Bayron Bitwas Sagardighi
in West Bengal against the
Trinamool with the support
ofBJPandLcft Front. Is the
Left fighting the BIP or Tri-
namool? 1l also shows that
Congress can have strange
bedfellows to strike a deal
with. Is it an aberration? Or
an emerging pattern? It may
be an astut: strategy as well
as it was i prestige battle
for state Congress president
AdhirChowduiy in his home
district of Murshidabad. The
election was nccessary ow-
ing to the demise of state
minister Subrata Saha.

It may also be a lesson
for West Bengal chicfmin-
ister Mamata Bancrice. Her
outburst against "immoral™
CPIM-BJP-Congrcss alli-
ance may be correct but if
she does not join an alli-
ance with the Congress or
BIP. her Trinamool survival
could be a. stake. Or as she
says, despite the debacle,
she would like togo it alone
in the 202~ Lok Sabha clcc-

AJSU "All Jharkhand Stu-
dents Union" party backed
by the BJP won the seat held
by the Congress.

This is an emerging
scenario. The 2024 elec-
tions may see many curious
moves. The BJP is quietly-
inching towards it. It is ty-
ing up alliances in many
states. The opposition isstill
in an experimental mode.
The BJP is trying to upset
every possible opposition
move whether in Tamil-
nadu. Jharkhand. Bengal or
elsewhere. It is cxpected to
be more ruthless in Tripura
and finish off Pradyot Deb-
barma who can emerge as a
potential challcnger.

There arc many fence
sitters like Mamata Bancr-
jcc. The situation in Bihar
remains uncertain as also
in many other states. The
Aam Aadmi Party has been
vacillating. Post the Man-
ish Sisodia debacle it may
review its“ckla chalo” poli-
tics. Congress may not only
have to seek new allies but
also strengthen its inner set
up and bring back its proven
deserters.

Post the North-East polls
many surprises are awaited.
Indian politics may changc
fast in the run-up to 2024 av
new coalitions emerge.
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Cocktalls, curry and afternoon tea...

twas the talk of the town. From afternoon teas
at Buckingham Palace to lunches, dinners and
drinks provided by London's political hostesses.

Between 1930 and 1932. India's social and political
leaders headed to London to negotiate the constitu-

tional future of India in the British empire.

The Round Table Conference is mostly remem-
bered for Gandhi's unsuccessful participation in
the sccond session - where he failed to reconcile
competing Hindu and Muslim demands. But this
was only one small part of a confcrencc of over
100 delegates.

Its three lon; sessions (two months, then three,
then one) were captured by the world's news media.
UK prime minister Ramsay MacDonald's conclud-
ing address from St James's Palace was filmed and
broadcast in cincmas worldwide, as was the positive
reaction of Ind.an delegates.

This was par! of the retaliation against Gandhi's
civil disobedience movement of nonviolence and
noncooperation against the British government.

Indian nationalists had been growing increasingly
impatient for greater self-government in the 1920s.
Divisions were rising between religious groups and
politicians across the Indian empire.

To break the deadlock the British Labour gov-
ernment agreed to host an experiment in the new
art of modern, nternational conferencing - turned
to imperial ends. The confcrcnce was targeted at
changing |>ublu upiuiuu as much liiuilutiii® spe-
cific political outcomes. Urban landscapes provided
the stages upon which international relations were
performed, for global audicnces.

In a new book the author explore the historical
geographies of the Round Table Conference and
looks at how the city shaped the confcrence and how
the conference helped shape a multicultural and
at times openly racist - imperial capital.

Imperial London

Official business took placc almost exclusively
in ancient palaces. The Royal Gallery at the Palace
of Westminster was where the conference opened
and it concluded in the King's Robing Room in the
House of Lords.

London proved itselfwell equipped for the chal-
lenge of becoming an international city. Afternoon
teas at Buckingham Palacc were held for each
session. At the second. Gandhi's homespun dhoti
(referred to in the press as a “loincloth”) and ex-

Inside the 1930s London conference that

posed knees caused a sensation. It wis. however,
the Mahatma's calmness while under hostile inter-
rogation by King-Emperor George V tiat averted a
political controversy

London's religious spaces also played their part.
The London Mosque at Wandsworth was a welcome
home for Muslim delegates and its inam. Maulvi
Par/.and Ali. hosted an "at*homc” reception for

brought Gandhi to Buckingham Palace

delegates at the Strand Hotel on January 14 1931.
Ten days earlier the imam had conducted evening
prayers over the body of Maulana Mohammad Ali,
a delegate who died during the conference.
Gandhi's first meeting was held at the Quaker
Friends House in Euston. He stayed with the pacifist
social reformer Muriel Lester at the mission house
of Kinsley Hall in the east end. itself part modelled
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on Gandhi's ashram at Sabarmati in India.

London’s secular institutes also entertained
delegates during official events and out-of-hours
socialising. The government hosted a reception at
the Imperial Institute, the grand display space of
the products and artefacts of empire in South Kens-
ington (later demolished to make way for Imperial
Collegei.

The Royal Institute of International Affairs at
Chatham House also opened its library to confer-
ence delegates and hosted debates, as did many of
London's learned societies.

Sleeping, eating and socialising

All delegates were given an accommodation bud-
get. which many of the richer visitors (mostly the
Indian princcs and maharajas) topped up to stay at
London’s most exclusive hotels.

Others had to stay further out in cheaper accom-
modation that agreed to take Indian guests (many
did not). Some elite delegates were members of
London's gentleman's clubs, clustered around St
James's

Most were not and the hosting of Indian guests
in the majority of clubs was discouraged. As such,
an Indian Social Centre was established for the first
session it Chesterfield Gardens in Mayfair, where
delegates could find cheap accommodation and host
guests without fear of racial discrimination.

Tlic fuud at ihc Suci.il Ccuiic was piuvided by
chefs from Vceraswamy's restaurant. London's
exclusive and oldest Indian restaurant, situated on
Regent Street. Cheaper food and less Raj-nostalgic
dining could be found in the growing Indian dining
scene ir Soho, with Shafis affordable restaurant
marketing itself as the prime confcrencc delegate
gawping spot.

While the confcrencc featured only three Indian
women delegates. London's hostesses influenced
proceed ngs with their lunchcs. dinners, drinks and
w'at-homes". Less often recorded, these domestic
spaces hosted evening conversations as the in-
tractable problems of Indian constitutional reform
rumbled on through the nights.

From palaces to parlours, the imperial capital
furnished this international Indian event with the
infrastructures that enabled both British and Indian
delegates to put their case to the w'orld for the sub-
continent's future, whether within or without the
British empire. (The Conversation)
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Lithium reserves to open up NeW God speaks in your own
opportunities: Arun Murugappan 'anguage: Javed Akhtar

he finding of lithium re-
serves in India will open up

I many opportunities though

million a year.

ports. India at present imports
lithium worth close to $20.64

years back  through BSA Mo-
tors  has now rc-cntcred the EV
segment.

long would it take for mining
lithium in India?

Murugappan: As per the reports
from the media, we have reached
the G3 stage (prospecting) for
the lithium presence. Therefore,
further exploration (G2 stage) and
the exact determination of reserve
(G1 stage) will decide the start-
ing of actual mining along with a
consolidated framework from the
regulatory bodies in placc.

IANS: What docs the finding of
lithium reserves mean for the EV
industry players? Will it result in
reduction in vehicle prices?
Murugappan: The lithium re-
serve in India will open many op-
portunities including sustenance,
local research and development
(R&D) on enhancing the battery
chemistries and also a reduction
in the battery price.

IANS: Do you think EV players
will go for backward integration?
What are your views for your
group on this point?
Murugappan: The industry play-
ers might consider possibilities
to ensure a smooth supply chain
with a competitive price along
with a superior differentiating
technology.

IANS: Should India skip the lith-
ium battery and go the next step?
If yes. why and if no. why?
Murugappan: | think we should
strongly consider utilizing the
resource. The reason for this, the
battery element in the automo-
tive industry may remain even if
wc migrate to the next level of
technology such as fuel ccll.

By Sukanl Dccpak

e says language does not belong to religions, but regions.

That God speaks to each one in his or her own language.

Javed Akhtar. the atheist, rebel child at 16, the love letter

writer for friends in collcgc, the one who believes that the sim-

plicity of dialogues in Sholay make them unforgettable even 49

years later, when asked about what inspires him, smiles, "Well,
deadlines and panic con inue to be the driving forcc.”

Someone, who kicked up quite a storm during his recent visit

to Pakistan for the 'Faiz Festival' with his comments on the 26/11

IANS: If lithium is mined and
made available in the country,
will there be any reduction in

perpetrators still roaming free there, stresses, "Well, the media
reported what | said during my visit across the border, but how
many outlets (media) bothered to convey that there was a huge

the actual realisation of the mined
resource may lake some years,
said M.A.M. Arunachalam. also
known as Arun Murugappan. Ex-
ecutive Chairman of multi-prod-
uct company Tube Investments of
India Ltd (Til)

The Indian government re-
cently announced that it has found
lithium inferred resources of 5.9
million tonnes in the Reasi dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir.

He said India should utilise
its natural resource even though
some had said the country should
skip the lithium battery mode and
go for other technologies like
fuel cell.

As per recently published re-

The flagship company of the
Chennai-based conglomerate Rs
547 billion Murugappa group.
Til. through its subsidiary Tl
Clean Mobility has got into the
electric vchicic (EV) space ma-
jorly through acquisitions.
Interestingly T IL with its vari-
ous products — metals, auto and
components, cyclcs and others
— and listed subsidiaries like
Shanthi Gears. CG Power and In-
dustrial Solutions and a coupic of
unlisted ones, is termed as a group
within the Murugappa group.
Several years ago. the Mum-
gappa group had launched and
closed production and sales of
clcctric two-whcclers several

The TI Clean Mobility has an-
nounced the launch of its electric
passenger three-wheelers. The
company has also announced its
plan to launch clectric tractors
and trucks.

In a short interview with IANS,
Murugappan talks aiout the im-
pact of lithium rcser\es and more.
Excerpts:

IANS: Your views on the lithium
reserves found in India?
Murugappan: It is welcome news
for the entire Indian EV industry
and will open many opportuni-
ties.

IANS: In your estimation, how

the global prices? If yes. to what
extent? What is the current rate?
Will there be more battery making
units in the country?
Murugappan: It all depends upon
a few parameters such as inflow
or production rate of raw mate-
rial. local consumption, grade of
the reserve, conversion cost and
others

IANS: Will there be any redraw-
ing of joint venture, technical
collaboration agreements by the
parties?

Murugappan: It will open many
opportunities for collaboration
in the area of technology and in-
novation. (IASS)

applause by the Pakistani audience. Let us not forget that many
there want good relations with India. Relations between govern-
ments must not affect tics between people.”

Even as Urdu continues to vanish from the mainstream, a lan-
guage that was used widely in Punjab, the lyricist, w-ho was part of
the Chitkara Lit. Fest held in Chandigarh wonders what is stopping
the current generation from learning it. "People proudly say that
their grandparents were svcll-versed in the language, but | always
wonder what is stopping the young from learning?"

Stressing that in the 20th century. Punjab's contribution to the
language has been immense = nazm, gha/al all started here, he
adds. "Religion borrows our language. This state was bilingual, and
you have done a mistake by leaving Urdu. 1feel it is important to
know how to read it. and that is where the role of educational in-
stitutes comcs in. | really hope universities start teaching Urdu.”

Someone who always ‘vantoil to get into filmK and idolised Guru
Dutt says it was dialogue writing that gave him recognition, and
then began a new journey of writing poetrv and lyrics. (IANS)

y
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Mir Taqgi ‘Mir’: The modern pioneer of ghazal

‘Star

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast’
facreble
jontwihyour
ujlm;yaum mensnﬂndnmew\hyou loved ores Yau

By Vikas lalla

henever lyricists of Bolly-
W wood or Lollywood seemed

stuck for the beginning of a
song, they could always turn to Mir
One of his most famous ghazals Patta
point boom boota haul hamare jaane
hain was used in both Chirag Jalla
Raha (1962, starring Mohammad
Ali and Zeba) and Ek Nazar (1972
starring Amitabh Bachchan and Jaya
Bhaduri) though with different
lyrics after the first couplet.

That was the intrinsic - and en-
during — talent of Mir Taqi 'Mir*,
who was a poet both for, and ahead
of. his times.

Born in February 1723  though
the date is not known  making this
his 300th birth anniversary, he was
an undoubted pioneer of the develop-
ment of the Urdu language and vari-
ous forms of its poetry, with a major
part of his life being spent in both its
hubs =late Mughal Delhi and Nawabi
Lucknow.

Along with this, he also fashioned a
modern ethos for Urdu poetry  one
recognising the diversity of his land
and its people, of principles of faith
transcending outward appearances
and rituals, and of the centrality of
the individual in the framework of
the natural universe and human or-
ganisation.

Ifall this was not all. Mir displayed
an ingrained and refined aesthetic
sensibility in depicting various facets
of the human condition  especially
love and beauty — and mysteries of
existence, with a restrained melan-
choly, but a rhythmic cadence which
bears comparison with Shakespeare
and Omar Khayyam.

Us kefarogh-e-husn se jhnamke hai
sab mein nur / Sham-e-Haram ho ya
ho diya Somnalh ka is an ‘illuminat-
ing’ and eloguent evocation to the
intricately entwined strands of the
Ganga-Jamni tehzeeb. but ‘M ir" gives
us much more in this vein, and some-
times, more daringly subversive.

Kis ko keltic hai nahi main jaanta
islam-o-kufr / Dair hoya Kaaba mat-
lab mujhko tere dar se hai, l.abrez
jalwa us ka saara jahan mein yaani

haijee lanik isiatn ki laraf.

And then there is Mir 'ke deen o-
tnazhab ko ah puchle kva ho tin ne to
/ Qashga khiinehe. dair mein baithaa.
kab kaa lark islam kiya but also Kiska
Kaaba. kaisa gibla kaun Itaram hai
kya aftram /Km he ke its ke bashinaon
ne sab ko yahin se salaam kiya.

Some of these couplets, as per crit-
ics Khurshidul Islam and Ralph Rus-
sell. “deliberately calculated to out-
rage the narrowly orthodox, but th;ir
real intention is to assert as forcefully
as possible that true religion, includ-
ing true Islam, demands the love and
worship of beauty as an aspect of the
love and worship of God".

And while most of his poetry is
about love =and for a variation, warn-
ings against getting caught up in it.
Mir also sought to inspire humans
about their potential and purpose:
Mai sahal hantein jaano phirta hain
falak barson / Tab khaak ke paide
se insaan nikalla hai. Ah aise hai ke
sana ke mizaaj upar bahm pahunche
/lo khaaiir khwah apne ham huye
hole to kya hole and Haiti kaise hole
hai jinhein hai bandagi khwaisu /
llamen lo sharm daman geer holi hai
khnda hole

His poetry was praised by his c;l-
ebrated successor Mirza Asadullah
Khan ‘Ghalib’ with Rekhia ke mm hi
ustad nahi ho ‘Ghalib VKehte hai agle
zantane mein koi 'Mir 'bhi ilia.

They, however, differed on a cast-
out lover’s fate! Mir confessed Ytn
uthe aah us gali se ham/laise koij ch-
an se uthta ha and Ghalib complained
Nikalna Khuld se Adam ka same tiai
hai lekin/Bohol be-abru hokar ttre
kooehe se ham nikle.

Mir was also more prolific in his
87-ycar-lifc span, with over 1.900
ghazals. like the memorable Ulti ho
gayi sab ladbeerein... in six voluni-
nous diwans which also have a s g-
nificant number of masnavis, rubais,
qasidas and more (Ghalib's fame rests
on 234 ghazals in his 72 years)..

Then in Persian, there is more
poetry, Nukabus-Shura, a biographi-
cal dictionary of contemporary Urdu
poets. Faiz-e-Mir, containing stor es
of sufis and fakirs, meant for kis
son's education, and Zikr-e-Mir, an

feel of turbulent 18th century North
India, where the once-mighty Mughal
empire was powerless, and invaders
internal and external  looted and
massacred Delhi with impunity.

It also paints a colourful view of
Asaf-ud-Daula’s Lucknow which
gave him refuge but not the entire
reverence he sought. It ends with a
collection of anecdotes — some of
which are rather racy and salacious!

But it in his ghazals that Mir holds
his own. with a sense of agency and
identity in them keeping them con-
temporary.

Ever heard of his ghazal beginning
Faqeerana aave sada kar chale? It
found a hauntingly beautiful use in a
Bollywood film too =as Dikhaye diye
vim ke bekhnd kiya (Bazaar. 1982)

with the opening couplet being
actually the sixth or seventh sher of
the ghazal, and the film version then
going on to use the next two shers and
the one before Dikhaye diye...\

And in his poetry. Mir stands equal
with many illustrious counterparts
across various ages and differing cul-
tural traditions and languages. Docs
his Nazuki us ke lab ki kya kahiye /
Pankhudi ik gulab si hai pale before
Shakespeare's From fairest creatures
we desire increase f That thereby
beauty s rose might never die (Sonnet
1) or For nothing this wide universe |
call /7 Save thou, my rose, in it thou art
my all (Sonnet 109) or Robert Burns*
O my Luve's like a red. red rose?

Was his Mir janagal tamam bas
jaave/Bin padhe hamse rozgar ae
kaash any less than Omar Khayyam's
Ah Love! could thou and / with Fate
conspire/To grasp this sorry Scheme
of Things entire./Would not ire shat-
ter it to bits — and then/Re-mould it
nearer to the Heart's Desire!

Want to read more Mir but don't
know Urdu? Rekhta.org and Columbia
University's Frances W. Pritchett's
comprehensive site provide translit-
erations

shamsur Rchman Faruqi’s magiste-
rial four-volume Sher-e-Shor Angez
is not translated yet. but Khurshidul
Islam and Ralph Russell's Three Mu-
ghal Poets: Mir. Sauda and Mir Hasan
can give a feel. Mir's memoirs can be

/Sari hai volt hageeqgatjaave nazar
jahan lak, or Dekhi haijab se as but-
e-kafir ki shakal

Gazing’
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‘Mir’/Jaala nahi

language and pronouns should be used to
refer to God.

The church's General Synod has, however, clari-
fied that it will not abolish or substantially revise
any of the currently authorized liturgies. Nonethe-
less. this news made headlines and brought up ques-
tions of how religions refer to God. Is God male?
What pronouns should be used to refer to God?

As a Catholic feminist theologian who runs a
women's center at a Catholic university, | under-
stand the impact of the pronouns Christians use for
God. Historically. Christian tradition has recog-
nized many pronouns for God. including "he/him."
“she'her" and “they/them.™ This is partly bccausc
God does not have a gender. Despite the diverse
images used for God in
Scripture and Christian
tradition, male language
and images predominate
in contemporary Christian
worship.

T he Church of England is considering what

MANY IMAGES

When we speak about
God. we do so knowing
that what we say is incom-
plete. All images for God
reveal something about
God. No image of God is
literal or reveals every-
thing about God.

For example, while
Christians can refer to
God as a king, they must
also remember that God is not literally a king.
Calling God a king expresses that God is powerful.
However, it is not expressing factual accuracy about
God's gender or implying that God is human.

Referring to God with many titles, descriptions
and images invites many of us to recognize the
mystery of God. God is like all of these things but
also more than all of these things.

Thomas Aquinas, an influential 13th-century
Catholic theologian, asserted that individuals can
talk about God in ways that arc true but always
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Aquinas explained that our language
about God affirms something about God. yet God
is always beyond that which we can express. We
express truths about God in human terms and con-
structs, but since God is mystery, God is always
beyond these categories.

scripture is filled with multiple images of God.
In some of these images. God is depicted as a father
or male. Jesus teaching his disciples to pray the
"Our Father" prayer is perhaps the moat well-known
example of a male title for God

In other parts of Scripture, God is female. The
prophet Isaiah compares God to a nursing mother

which is not a very
reliable account of his life as it con-
ceals more it reveals but gives a good

u\é\éf&yfg}ecg 0

found in English (translated by C.M.
Naim and fora fictional view, there
is Khushwant Singh's Delhi.

NOUNS
matter

in the Book of Isaiah. A mother hen gathering her
chicks is an analogy for God in the Gospel of Mat-
thew. The Book of Wisdom, a book in the Catholic
Bible, dcpicts wisdom personified as a woman. Wis-
dom 10: IX-19 states: “She took them across the Red
Sea and brought them through deep waters. Their
enemies she overwhelmed.” This account presents
God as fcmalc. leading Moses and the Israelites out
of Hgypi and into the Promised Land.

Depicting God as female in Scripture speaks to
God's tenderness as well as strength and power. For
example, the prophet Hosea compares God with a
bear robbed of her cubs, promising to "attack and
rip open” those who break the covenant.

Elsewhere in Scripture. God has no gender. God
appears to Moses in the burning bush in Exodus 3,

defying all gender catego-
ries. The Book of 1Kings
presents a gentle image
of a gender-neutral God.
God asked the prophet
Elijah to so to a moun-
tain. While there, Eli-
jah experienced a strong
wind, an earthquake and
fire, but God was not
present in those. Instead
God was present in a gen-
tle whisper. The creation
stories of Genesis refer to
God in the plural. These
examples emphasize that
God has no gender and is
beyond any human cat-
egories.

THE SOCIAL IMPACT OF MALE PRONOUNS

Pronouns, like “He/Him" in the Christian tra-
dition, can limit one's understanding of God. It
can also make many individuals think that God is
male.

It is not wrong to refer to God with male pro-
nouns, but it can have negative social and theologi-
cal consequences to refer to God with only male
pronouns.

Fcmirist theologian Mary Daly famously stated.
"If God is male, then the male is God.” In other
words, referring to God only as the male gender
has a significant social impact that can exalt one
gender at the expense of others.

Referring to God only as male can also limit
one's theological imagination: Using many pro-
nouns for God emphasizes that God is mystery,
beyond all human categories

The Church of England is not only responding to
modern questions about gender, but also continuing
a long tiadition within Christianity of referring lo
God as male, female and beyond gender constructs.
(The Conversation)
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Triumph of regionalists

W HILE theBJPmade a marginal prcscncc in two
of the three state assembly polls in the North-
East. the regional parties took the upper hand in
terms of both vote and seat tallies. The BJPcan
take some satisfaction in that its rival political
establishment, the Congress, fared worse. In the
national election sweepstakes, the sister states
in the North-East too have their eminent roles
to play.

The election results in Nagaland and Megha-
laya were not wholly unexpected, but the sur-
prise was mere in the manner in which the BJP
managed to hold on to power in Tripura. This,
even as the saffron party’s assembly strength
came down from 36 to 32 while the BIP ally
—regional Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura
(IPFT) -lost seven of its seats and won only one
scat this time. The gain from this erosion was
for the Tipra Motha of Manikya Dcbbarma. The
regional political entity seeking a separate state
within Tripura not only won 13 scats but also
emerged as the main opposition. The CPI-M and
the Congress that entered into an opportunistic
alliancc to defeat the BJP - just as the two did
in West Bengal to defeat the TMC - managed to
win 11 seats and three seats respectively. Both
the parties substantially lost their seat strengths in
the assembly In this attempt to win power at all
costs the people have shown them the right place;
signifying a maturity for Indian democracy even
in the far-flung corners of the country.

Conrad Sangma can take pride in the fact that
even asthe BJP deserted him. he stood his ground
in the election arena. A chastened BJP. with no
more than two scats, is now ready to offer him
support. Among other things, the issue of cor-
ruption was cne reason that the BJP cited against
Sangma for avoiding a poll-alliance with National
People’s Party (NPP). The election results by
themselves co not draw the curtains down on
such allegations; and such issues should be taken
to their logical conclusions. At the same time,
expectations arc that the BJP would, in the next
live years, work hand-in-hand with Sangma to
speed up development of the state. More central
support is what the state aspires for in its growth
push. Having come this far, Meghalaya can hope
to have a stable government even as the NPP
docs not have a majority of its own. Those in the
Congress and the TMC could sooner or later be
sitting ducks for the ruling party to do poaching.
This is more so as the TMC's attempt to at least
emerge as the principal opposition in Meghalaya
did not succeed.

voter; worse is if the voter is
under duress. These arca few
obstaclesto the possibility of
online voting.

In conclusion, let us ac-
knowledge the limitations
of modern digitalisation
vis-a-vis bare human intel-
ligence .

Online voting
impossible

Editor"

Apropos of Salil Gewa-
li's. "Online voting facility
(ST February 28. 2023),
1beg to disagric with the
suggestion put forward. The

veiy need of the EVM to be Yours etc..
internet linked is in itself W. Passah.
adequate proof that online Nongkrem.

voting is impossible. Let us
come down to ground reali-
ties that make voting fairand

ecret. A person enters the
polling room in which is

Avery sad
election result for

present the presiding officer
who is well-trained in event
of any possible eventuality.
The EPIC care is handed
over to the ofticcr in charge.
The officer woud call aloud
the name of the voter so that
polling agents can scrutinise
the face of the voter since
polling agents arc from the
locality of the voter. After
the face recognition is tal-
lied with data inthc register,
the voter then proceeds into
the polling booth to press
the button on tie candidate
of his’her choice. Herein
lies the problem. In online
voting the EPIC card would
need digitalisation too (ATM
like). Next, who will perform
the job of poll ng agents?
Let us leave aside the chal-
lenge votes of a few rupees.
1f the voter is proven to be
an imposter would he/she
be subject to legal action?
Lastly, voting is done all
alone after the voters is being
inked to prevent multiple
voting (like in the old era of
rigging or boot!: capturing).
Lastly, voting is done all
alone inside an enclosure.
At home or anywhere else
friends might influence the

l\g(‘c(gpalava 2023

The resulis of (he recently
completed Meghalaya As-
sembly elections are out and
the NPP = BJP * HSPDP =
Independents will mostly
be forming the government.
This is a very sad election
result for Meghalaya because
it means 5 moreyears o fcor-
ruption. under-development,
load-shedding, delayed sala-
ries, seams, illegal coal min-
ing, and more.

It's sad that people were
quick to forget all that has
happened in the past Syears.
These are not mere accusa-
tions but actually backed by
sufficient data:

1. Corruption

As per the State Finance
Audit Report of the Comp-
trollerand Auditor General of
India, as of 31 March 2021.
215 Utilisation Certificates
amounting to INR 1765.86
crorc were outstanding for
submission. According to the
report which is public infor-
mation. "Huge pendency in
submission ofUCs is fraught
with the risk of fraud and
misappropriation of funds,
it is imperative that the State
Government should monitor

N

possitile?

Elections in Meghalaya
have ended and despite fac-
ing massive pressure from
its own allies the National
Peoples’ Party gedasthe in the so that
single largest parly getting they help theirconstituencics
26 scats. Bharatiya Janata more effectively than being
Party (BJP) which had got Ihc  in the opposition. Ultimately
Union Minister Amit Shah did the people of Mawthad-
and the Indian Prime Minister ~ raishan and Mawshynrut
Narcndra Modi campaign in  not vote for them to bring
the state could win only two development to their respec-
scats. During the campaign ~ tive areas? So what they did
the BJP was one of NPP's Was for the benefit of their
most vocal critic with Amit ~ constitucncicsand no one has
Shah describing the NPP-  the right tojudge themexcept.
led MDA government as the  for their supporters. 11k*latter
most corrupt government in  Will do so ncxi election when
the country. AL lick, who they can chocsc not to vote
won from Pynthorumkhrah ~ for them if th<y arc unhappy
told Rajdeep Sardcsai in an  With the decision.
interview for India Today that The decision to defect
he would advise the BJP not however led lo outbreak of
toally with the NPP ifcalled ~ Protests froiv the pressure
upon. It seems the party groups that saw it as a be-
high command in Delhi has ~trayal. Effigies of Methodius
ignored both Amit Shah and  Dkhar and Shakliar Warjri
Al He by deciding in sup-  were burnedand the former's
port the NPP-lcd coalition.  Ofticc wasatt»ked. Therearc
Both areseasoned politicians  tWo reasons for the anger:
and this loss of facc will not  firstly, it is claimed that NPP
matter in the long run. In is a highly corrupt party:
politics friends and foes are ~ and secondly, the pressure
not forever. groups want i Khasi Chief
With BJP pledging their ~Minister which, they reason,
support to the NPP the tally can only com: from a non-
went up to 28 which be- NPP government. In all of
came 30 with the addition this itis surprising that many
of two independent MLAs, ~Scent to have forgotten that
viz.. Kartush R Marak from the UDP. HSPDP and PDF

argument Iha it's better to

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

NPP has done that. With NPP
doing very well in the Garo
region but not so much in the
Khasi-Jaintia region Conrad
Sangma has got the right to
be the ChiefMinister and not
Prestone Tynsong, a Khasi

Acecding to the demand will
also create awrong precedent
for the future. Will the Khasi-
Jaintia reciprocate if the Garo
makea similar demand in the
future?

The other problem which
seems to have missed the at-
tention ofmost is thateven if
the two MLAs from HSPDP
come back and the non-NPP
group wins the Sohiong by
poll they will still not have
majority. The best case sce-
nario is that it will be 50:50
which opens the possibility
for President's tulc and rc-
clection. Will the non-NPP
groupMLAs bewilling togo
for re~clection? So anon-NPP
government is only possible
if they can create defections
from the NPP-group. Apart
from being difficult and a
hypocritical move the only
possibility available is ask-
ing the independent MLAs
to changc camps. But both
of the independent MLAs
arc Garo who will need tobe

and (People’s D Front)
Gabil Momin from Rambrai  Were also partofthc NPP-lcd
Jymgam. Ina59scatsassem- Meghalaya Democratic Alli-
bly this gives the NPP-lcd  ance that ruled the state from
coalition a simple majority 2018 to 2023. The chargc of
of51%. Effectively they can ~ corruption applies to them
do without any new MLA as well. They can atguc that
joining the coalition till the even while in Government
Sohiong by poll takes place  they continually raised the
when the equation might issueofcomiption. However,
change again. Suddenly news ~ the fact that they complained
broke that two MLAs of the  butnever withdrew theirsup-
Hills State People’'s Demo-  port to pave lhe way for a
cratic Party (HSPDP). viz.. non-cormpt Government (?)
Methodius Dkhar and Shak-  makes that argument hollow
liar Warjri have pledged their ~ and dishonest. So the issueof
support tothe NPP-Icd coali- ~ COrTuption isjust eyewash to
tion taking the number to32.  claim fake mara! authority.
This meant that irrespective  The issue of having a Khasi
of the results in the upcom- Chief Minister is however
ing Sohiong by poll NPP will ~ different.
continue toenjoy majorityin DD _Lapan” was the last
the Assembly. Khasi ChiefMinisicr holding
Defection is a regular theofticc from 13April 2009
feature ofMeghalaya politics 0 I9April 2010. He was then
and the news while amusing ~ followed by Mukul Sangma
was not totally unexpected. and then Conrad Sangma.
Both Methodius Dkhar and ~bothGaro. So nastale where
ShakliarWarjri knew thatthe ~more than halfof the State’s
NPP-Icd coalition docs not  indigenous populations arc
need any new MLA but will Khasi-laintia there is a ma-
welcome any to improve its joritarian demand that it's
number in the house. If they high time the Chief Minister
did not move soon, others should bea Khasi. But this is
might pledge their support  not how democracy works.
and they will lose their shot  In a democracy those who
at getting cabinet scats. Also  win the highest number of
they can always make the scats fomt ihc Government.

variousinstitutions. Revenue
Receipt consiils of tax rev-

this aspect closely.” Every-
one can go to the ofTicial
C'AG websites and read this ~enue. non-tax revenue, share
themselves. of Union Taxcs'Dutics, and

Amit Shah himself has grants from the Government
mentioned that Meghalayais ~ Of India. Inthe Financial Year
oneofthe most corrupt states  2016-17, the siate had a Rev-
in the country. enue Surplus of INR 602.41

2. Undcr-devclopmenterores which means that Re-
and mismanagementof State ~ ceipts exceeded Expenditure
finances by INR 602.41 crores.

We all know very well In the Financial Year
about the new Assembly 2017-18. the state had a
dome that collapsed, the Revenue Surplus of INR
shoddy ISBT construction 850.50 crores.
and we arc no strangers to The moment this MDA
potholes everywhere which ~government cjme to power,
isaclearsignofthe so-called
“development” provided by
this MDA government.

Tor the financial year 2018-
19, there wjs a Revenue
DEFICIT of INR 537.32
The GSDPofthe statedur-  crorcs which means that our
ing the Financial Year 2016- Revenue Expenditure ex-
17 was INR 1.53.91.669 ceeded our Revenue Receipts
crorvs and during the Finan- by this amount.
cial Year 2020-21 was INR During thefinancial years
1,97,45,670 crores which is of 2019-20 and 2020-21,
an abysmally low 28.28% the state witnessed revenue
growth over a span of 4 deficits again of INR 151.60
years. croresand INR 815.38 crorcs
The Total Outstanding ~respectively which clearly
Liabilities to GSDP ratio of indicates how inefficient
the state has bloated from the MDA government is in
32.74% in the Financial Year managing thestate's coftcrs.
2016-2017 t0 40.73% in the The next thing to look at
Financial Year 2020-2021 would be the fiscal Deficit of
when the target provided by ~ the State. The Fiscal IX*ficit
the MFRBM Act. 2006 is is the difference between the
28%. This is a very bad sign  Revenue Rectipts plus Non-
and we as a State will havea Debt Capital Reccipts and
very tough time paying back  the Total expenditure. Fiscal
the loans in the future. Dcficit is reflective of the
Now let us look at the  total borrowing requirements
trend of the Revenue Deficit1 Of the Government. Accord-
Surplus of the state which is ing to the MFRBM Act. the
the gap between Revenue State is required to have a
Expenditure and Revenue fiscal deficit a* a percentage
Reccipts. Revenue Expendi-  0fCiSDP not higher than 5%
ture relates to thoseexpenses ~ to ensure that we as a State
incurred for|lk normal func-  do not over-bonrow.
tioning of the government During the financial year
departments and various 0f 2016-17. tic fiscal dcficit
services, interest payments as apercentageofGSDP was
on debt incurred by the gov- 2S580. During the financial
ernment. and grants given to  year of 2017-18, the fiscal

onvinced of the need for a
Khasi-Jaintia Chief Minister
instead of someone from
their own community. Still
even if that is possible there
is another hurdle.

The biggest surprise
thrown by the 2023 elect

a non-NPP government

he did qualify it by saying he
is not trying toincite peopleto
discriminate against anyone
but is just telling the truth.
People on the ground knew
the ideology of the party and
in fact decided to vote for it
in large numbers becausc of
it. The ideology again reap-
pears in the list of demands
released by the party for
entering into an alliancc for
forming a new government. It
is this listo fdemands that will
be the stumbling block, two
demands in particular.

The firstdemand in the list
is zero tolerance on corrup-
tion, a popular demand and
a reasonable one. But since
UDP. PDF and HSPDP were
in previous corrupt NPP-Icd
government does joining a
group in which any or all of
the three these panics belong
not against the ideology of
VPP? But let's assume that
the issue of having a Khasi-
Jaintia Chief Minister is big-
ger than that of corruption
and they do decide to come
together, the demand in the
list of reviewing the State
Reservation Policy will be
another sticking point. The
review of existing 40:40 for-
mula is meant to give more
shares to the Khasi-Jaintia
becausc of their larger popu-
lation share. Will the Con-
gress and TMC (All India
Trinamool Congress) who
have candidates from the
Khasi-Jaintia region as well
the Garo region accept such
a demand? Will UDP which
wants to expand into Garo

I

is the emergence of Voice
of People’s Party (VPP) led
by Ardent Miller Basaiaw-
moit who after losing in the
2018 assembly elections left
HSPDP tostart his own party.
It won four scats and the
performance on the ground
shows that it will do well in
the upcoming local MDC
elections as well. Fighting on
the issue on anti-coriuption it
was able to generate a lot of
interest among the elector-
ate. Corruption maybe the
catchphrase used officially
but its core ideology is that
of pro-jaidbyrmciw or soil of
the soil politics. The speech
made by Ardent Basaiaw-
moil in Mothprhan where he
bemoaned that Khasi boys
moving about on their own
in Jailroad. Police Bazar.
Polo and Laban cannot act
like they arc in theirown land
(jinglong trai hari lajong) re-
veals the dominant ideology
ofthe party. To be fair tohim

deficit as a percentage of
GSDP was 0.8%

The moment the MDA
government came in for the
financial year 0 f2018-19. the
fiscal dcficit as a percentage
of GSDP was 6.30%. In the
financial year of 2019-20. it
did go down to 3.18% but it
again bloated up to 7.79% in
the financial year of 2020-21
which is a very bad sign for
the financial health of the
state.

3.Scams

Saubhagya Scam

Wec all know about the
undue favor provided by the
government toa certain firm
by awarding them the Saub-
hagya Schcme at unreason-
ably high rates leading toan
avoidable lossofINR 118.28
crores to the state.

Land Scam

Recently, a new land scam
came to light in Mawpdang
where it is said (hat the land
owners sold the plot at INR
45 per square feet but the
government bought it for INR
85 per square feet leading to
a difference of INR 140.7
crorcs.

Rice Scam

We also know very well
about the rice seam where |
lakh bags of rice each weigh-
ing 50kg was seized by the
Assam police from a private
godown in Boko of Kamrup
district, Assam.

Hil

And without the Congress,
TMC and UDP can a non-
NPP government be formed?
But if VPP compromises on
this issueas well, what is left
for the pany to hold on to?
They would have betrayed
on the issueofcorruption and
that of jaidbynricw as well
But without the four MLAs
ofVPP isa non-NPPgovern-
ment possible? Or is this all
a farce and everyone is just
after power?

The elections arc over.
People have given their man-
date. It may not be to every-
one's liking but that's how
democracy works. | voted
against the NPP and BJP but
my candidate lost. | have ac-
cepted itand | am moving on.
| would request others to do
the same.

(The views expressed in
the article are those of the
author and do not reflect in
any way his affiliation toany
organization or institution)

tough ride in the next decade.
Lhope that they will changc
their ways even though
doubt that they will. After all.
they have proven how grcedy
they arc.

For a minute, there was
hope that a non-NPPnon-BJP
government would be formed
but then before we knew it,
the 2 independents and 2
HSPDP MLAs went ahead
and pledged their allegi:

Mind it, it’s

(SIX)

yet

another Conrad led
government

By H Srikantli

A coupe of days before
the assembly elections, when
Conrad Sangma claimed that
his party, tie NPP would re-
peat what Williamson Sang-
madidin 1972 many thought
that it was nothing more than
a political rhetoric. But the
final tally shows Conrad is
almost cored in his predic-
tions. | hc NPP won 26out of
59 scats. Apart from retaining
15MLA seats, the NPP could
wrest 11 scats from other
panics. It $ot 18scats in the
Garo Hillsand 8 scats in the
Khasi-Jain.ia Hills. Its total
vote share is around 31 per-
cent which is more than the
combined vote share of the
Congress and the TMC.

The media projected Mu-
kul Sangna. who left the
Congress Party and joined
TMC in 2021. as a potential
challenger to Conrad Sang-
ma. Mamaa Bancrjcc saw in
theelections the possibility of
expanding the TMC'’s influ-
ence beyond Bengal. Despite
tall electoral promises that
Mukul made to the voters,
the TMC ended up with just
five seats-four from the Garo
Hills and one from the Khasi
Hills. Mukul Sangma, who
contested in two constituen-
cies. i , and

as a young, intelligent, far-
sighted and amiable leader.
Some development and wel-
fare initiatives that he has
taken up during his tenure
added to his popularity. But
more than his charisma and
achievements, political dy-
namics in the state appeared
to have come to his help.
Until 2018. only the Con-
gress Party had its presence
both in the Garo Hills and
Khasi-Jaintia Hills. The lo-
cal cthnic and regional par-
ties were confined to parts
of the hills. In a state where
ethnicity, sub-nationalism
and personality-based poli-
tics dominate, there was no
other party in thestate which
had support in all the three
hill regions of Meghalaya.
Even when P A Sangma
formed the NPP in 2013,
it hardly had any takers in
the Khasi-Jaintia Hills. The
political situation, however,
changed after thedeath 0 fPA
sangma in 2016.

Mukul Sangma was the
Chief Minister for over
seven years from 2010 to
2018. He was an able ad-
ministrator. but some of his
own colleagues in the Con-
gress party found him ada-
mant and di Mukul

won with aslender margin in
another. Tic NPP candidates
defeated Vukul’s other fam-
ily members, contesting the
elections. The TMC received
less than 4 percent of the
total votes polled. Likewise,
the Congress, which lost all
its stalwarts to other patties,
ended up with atally ofonly
5 MLAs. Its percentage of
total vote share fell toa little
over 13%. Ms. Santa Mary
Shylla. a little known NPP
woman candidate, defeated
Vincent Pala. the State Con-
gress Chief and sitting MP
from Shillong. The elections
is also the BJP's pride. The
pany whidi was part of the
Conrad-led MDA govern-
ment severed its relations
with the NPP and fielded its
candidates in all 60 scats. In
its high-p'ofile campaign,
its nation:! leaders started
accusing fie MDA govern-
ment to be the most conrupt
and inefficient government
and Meghalaya the most cor-
rupt state in the country. The
national media also projected
around 10 scats for the BJP
and expcced it to play the
kingmaker's role in Megha-
laya. But the results canic as
a shock tothe BIP. as itjust
managed to hold on the two
scats that i won in 2018,
The United Democratic
Pany (UDP).a regional party
which was an alliancc part-
ner. increased its vote share to
over 16 percent and its seats
tally toeleven, five more titan
what it got in 2018. Voice
of People’s Party (VOPP). a
new miliunt party with its
support base in Khasi-Jaintia
Hills, couldsccure four scats.
PDF and HSPDP. the other
two regional parties got two

to the cormpi NPP govern-
ment. | hope that the people
remember how these 4M LAs
betrayed everyone who voted
for them against the NPP.
"Ticrcis a glimmerofhope
for the future though with the
emergenceofthe Voiceofthe
People’s Party. Even though
they won only 4 seats, the
wins by the VPP especially
against the bigwigs with a lot
of money showed that there
arc some people out there
who will not be influenced
by money but who actually
want to see clean politics and
a zero corruption govern-
ment. | hope and pray that the
membersofthe VPP will stick
to their principles in the next
5years and come out stronger
in 2028. If they stick to their
principles over the next 5
years, the VPP may bejust the
party that Meghalaya needs to
turn the tick. | also hope that
the VPP can find a strong,
young and fresh candidate

4.1 don'teven need togdfor the upcoming MP elec-

intodetails about the continu-
ous load-shedding we faced,
the illegal coal mining that
goes on and the delayed
salaries of government em-
ployees.
Ifthe NPP keeps function-
ing the way it did over the
Syears, then | am afraid
that Meghalaya is in for a

tions in 2024 who can stand
on the same anti-corruption
principles. We needachang.
it may not have happened in
2023 but the foundation has
been laid for a big changc in

the next decade.
Yoursetc..
Shainam Khammnuid
Via email

. Two ir
candidates also won. The
KAM. which fielded three
candidates and ran a cam-
paign raising several relevant
issues, won the hearts of the
people looking for an alter-
native poli ics. but could not
win any seis.

Conrad's ride to power is
not so smitttth. The ministers
in his government faced
chatges o corruption and
inefficiency. The Assam-
M cghalaya borderagreement
that he initiated was not to the
satisfaction of certain civil
society organizations in the
state. Conrad was accused
of not doing enough when
the Assam police killed five
villagers in Mukroh. a village
bordering Assam. Incidents
such as the collapse of the
stcd domeo fthe newly con-
structed Assembly building,
lathi—charge on the agitat-
ing teachers, and the police
encounter of Cheristerficld
Thangkhiew. an ex-militant
leader in Sltillong, were also
widely condemned by the
public. Tic MDA's poor
govemanoe in the education,
health, and public distribu-
tion scctots was also high-
lighted in the media.

Notwithstanding the ac-
cusations, Conrad Sangma
commandsa positive image

Sangma could not form the
government in 2018, even
though the Congress then
emergedas the largestsingle
party. Conrad, being the son
of legendary PA Sangma.
hadan advantage in the Garo
Hills. But what came in his
favour was the victory of
many bigwigs such as Pres-
ume Tynsong, Sniawbhalang
Dhar and Coming One Ym-
bon in the Khasi-Jaintia Hills
who joined the NPP. After
Conrad formed the govern-
ment in 2018, the Congress
high command yielded to
theanti-Mukul lobby and in
his place installed his rival,
Vincent Pala. as the state
chicf. Mukul Sangma, who
could not acecpt the high
command decision, left the
Congress party in protest
along with eleven other
Congress MLAs andjoined
the Trinamool Congress
(TMC). The move led to
the decline of the Congress
parly and helped the further
consolidation of the NPP.
The NPP leaders, who arc
wealthy, spent alot o fmoney
during theclcction campaign
toretainorattract the voters'
attention. But apart from the
money factor, the inability
of the leaders of Congress,
TMC and BJP to projcct
themselves as potential altcr—
natives to Conrad Sangma.
facilitated the victory of
the NPP.

The final election tally
shows NPP is only short of
only five seats required for
forming the government.
It is not nccessary for the
NPP to align with the BJP
to form the government. If
Conrad wants to he could
have aligned with the UDP
andsome other local alliance
partners, and form the next
government. However. Con-
rad finds it useful to have
BJP 2K an alliance partner,
as the hill state, which lacks
resources, depends on the
centre for finances. Although
the BJP played no role in
the NPP's victory, it makes
pragmatic sense to keep the
BJP in good humouras long
as it remains in power at the
centre. Itis a humiliation for
the BIP tojoin the govern-
ment after making much
hue and cry against Conrad
Sangma's misrule. Still, the
BJP’s national leadership
prefers the party tojoin the
NPP- led government so that
it could show to the rest of
India that the saffron party
is part of the governments
of almost all north-cast-
cnt states. Considering the
volley of charges levelled
against him, what Conrad
could achieve was indeed re-
markable. By being in power
as Chicf Minister for a full
termand riding the party to
power for the second time
in a row, Conrad Sangma
proved himself more suc-
cessful than his legendary
father. PA Sangma.

(The writer (caches Po-
litical Science in NEHV.
Views are personal)
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He who can live in infamy is unworthy o flife.

Pierre Corneille
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Tasks before Conrad Sangma

CONRAD Sangma assumes office of chiefministcr
today in his second slim in (he hot scat, after a gni-
elling electoral battle the likes of which was never
seen before in the state. With the entire MDA flock

intact with hil

thisjourney. there is every reason

to believe that it will be a stable government. For
now, Conrad will have to forget the shenanigans
of the friends aid foes and get down to the serious
business of governance. Now that the seemingly
estranged coali.ion partners like the UDP are back
in his brood, he should have no serious distraction.
Few can miss the key component of this election
results which has returned the MDA partners with
facile numbers. The election was meant to be a free
contest and free it was for all partners to contest
independent of one another. Weathering a relent-
less assault on the MDA's litany of omissions and
commissions, tie MDA partners have managed to
hold on to their own. All the partners bore equal
brunt of anti-incumbency. Therefore, former chicf
minister Mukul Sangma's asscnion that the people’s
mandate was not for any particular party may not be
entirely true. Beneath the numbers that the results
have thrown up lies the obvious fact that the MDA
coalition constituents have come out unscathcd with
41 outy j scats that went to the polls. | herefore. it
should not surprise anybody that the MDA issilting
pretty to herald its second innings.

The fact that Prime Minister Narcndra is going to
attend the swearing in ceremony should be an ad-
ditional feel-good factor for the new dispensation.
Despite the harsh electoral rhetoric, the go-getter
Modi will do some hand-holding in ushering in a
new chapter of development politics in the slate.
Even though in the run up to the hard fought election,
the BIP tried to run down the MDA regime, it will
be implausible that Modi will not apply the "double
engine" concept to Meghalaya. If that happens, the
politicians and bureaucrats will have to be prepared
to lifl themselves a few notchcs in accelerating the
movement o ffilesand putting in place acredible sys-
tem for proper execution of projects on the ground.
A slipshod working system appears to have plagued
the state's march towards progress. The tough ask
before the government, therefore, is to make the large
battery of field staff deliver. Conrad Sangma may
also like toemulate his illustrious father who in his
brief stint as chicf minister had ushered in an era of
monitoring and holding the executive accountable.

Most politicians may find the opposition benches
in the Assembly cold and less compelling. The 14
MLAs who ar; going to occupy these benchcs
from now on ako have an enormous responsibility
of keeping the government on its toes and making
sure that the issues they raised during the election
campaign are taken to their logical end. It will also
be interesting to watch how the two BJP members
perform in pushing the development agenda. BJP
harangued a lot during the campaign. They must
now walk the talk. The other constituents will be
expected to be the perfect "wife" of the coalition
and not a "mistress". Their proactive role will surely
strengthen the | ands of Conrad Sangma in the huge
tasks that lie ahead. Perhaps, one expectation of
the people mae> also be that Conrad Sangma docs
everything possible to ensure that the allegations of
corruption in high places do not recur in his second
essay as the chiefministcr.

Modiji and
VVIP’S please
don’t visit
Shillong

Editor,

Through this column |
appeal ami humbly request
the Prime Ministerand other
VVIPs not to Visit Shillong
City. Not that | do not respect
ourgreat leaders but becausc
ofour State's own flaws and
shortcomings. | have (tic
greatest respect for the PM
of our country aid would
wish him tovisit more often,
but for the greater good of
our citizens | am compelled
to make such a request.
The road infrastnrcture of
shillong is in a pathetic
condition leading to huge
traflic snarls across the city
from time to tim\ During
the monsoon seasona single
fallen tree can create a big
mess to the flow of traflic
in the entire city. A break-
down ofa single vehielc too
produces the same outcomc
and travelling in th: highway
is a nightmare for fear of
our lives as landslides can
occur at any stretch of the
highways.

It's understood that the
PM must have been fed with
a very rosy picture about
the city but the ground real-
ity is actually the opposite.
In Shillong city, to reach
from point A to pjint B we
shillongitcs have very little
options to navigat; our way
through. Hence if any part
of the road is closed, there
is chaos ot trattic snarls all
over town. The centre of the
city is usually completely at
a standstill even if a single

road is closed or not func-
tional as almost all main
roads converge together at
some junction. Who is to
blame for this mess? It is our
lawmakers of the past and
of the current dispensation.
Those of the past for lack
ofvision and the current for
dereliction of duty by not
addressing or even trying to
address the issue at all.

Today, as | was on my
way to pick up my son from
Air Force School. | was sur-
prised to be caught in a mas-
sive traflicjam just to learn
that there was some kind
of rehearsal for the arrival
of the PM on the following
day, thanks to our babus
for not having the courtesy
to inform us regarding the
rehearsal. Finally, | arrive
two and half hours late to
my son’s school and another
delay oftwo hourswhile re-
turning home, which is a big
loss during examinations.
All the Ambulances mov-
ing towards Civil Hospital
which is a Government hos-
pital were stranded. Many
who cannot afford private
hospitals normally go to this
hospital. Ijust hopeand pray
for the safety of these un-
fortunate patients. Another
sad incident that occurred
was that a scooty rider had
to abandon his scooty right
in the middle of the road
because he couldn't move
an inch probably to attend
nature's call and didn't return
till the time traflic started to
flow again. 1wonder where
the poor fellow did his busi-
nesssince there are no public
torlcts around Bank point.
I just hope he is aware of
the PM's Mission on open
defecation free India since

N
VOl

The Meghalaya assembly
election 2023, will beremem-
bered for its highly charged
patriotic emotions created
among the voters. In the
course of this election 2023,
we have also witnessed how
patriotic sentiments playeda
great role in the victory ofa
new political party, the Voice
of Peoples” Party (VPP). In
fact, their victories came
as a great surprise to many
people in the state. They have
become the “dark horses™
in Meghalaya politics. The
credit of their success goes to
the patriotic speeches belted
out by the candidates and
their supporter; during the
campaigns. Patriotic senti-
ments are easily absorbed
by the youth, as in the case
ofall communities, and thus
we have seen how theyoung
voters be it in Mawlai or
Mawryngkneng constituen-
cies. have tilted the balance
in the VPP's favour.

Emotions arc natural
when it comes to such events
like elections where candi-
dates hail from different po-
litical parties as well as from
various cthnic communities.
However, when emotions
supersede rationality, thereis
always a danger of a violent
spill-over. We are witnessing
some of these now and more
may occur in the coming
days. The conflagration of
the 11SP DP MLA s office by
his own party supporters for
his decision tojoin the NPP-
led alliance, reveals an ugly
development in Meghalaya's
politics. But as of now, such
patriotic emotions seem like
a deflated balloon coming
1o nothing at all and social
media today reveals an ugly
mudslinging at each other.

The results of the elec-
tion ended on a usual note
with no single party cross-
ing the magic number. The
latest political development
confirms the saying that “in
politics there are no perma-
nent fricndi; and enemies.™
As of today, the MDA 2.0
has beenjoined by the UDP.
PDF. HSPDP apart from the
BJP and the two Indepen-
dents. This appears to be the
only solution to the politi-
cal impasse. Unfortunately
with the UDP entering the
government, the Opposition
is reduced to a mere 14.
an unhealthy situation in a
democracy.

There isastrong undercur-
rent ofanti-Garo sentiments

wec also lack Infrastructure
of Public Toilets.

Our lawmakers lack em-
pathy and mercy towards the
general public and therefore
there is nothing much to
expect. Our Government
IX'panments lack the inge-
nuity to find solutions such
as magic boxes of Benga-
luru. flyoversetc.. which had
helped cased traffic conges-
tion and allowed the state to
buy time to come up with
metros. For these reasons
which had put the public in
so much hardship, therefore,
witha heavy heart and folded
arms. | appeal and request
the PM to please not to visit
Shillong City.

Yours etc..
Deity H Majaw.
Advocate,

Via email

PM expected
to be non
-partisan

Editor,

Hon'ble Prime Minister,
Narcndra Modi and Home
Minister. Amit Shah will
attend the swearing-in cer-
emony of the new NPP-Icd
government in Meghalaya.
With just two MLAs. the
BJP tries to create a narra-
tive that Meghalaya is a BJP
niled state. It is not typical
for the Prime Minister of the
world's largest democracy
to attend the swearing-in
ceremony ofa state govern-
ment. However, our PM has
been regularly attending the
Mveaiiiig-iu icicimuiics of
only BJP mled states.

In many nations, the head
of state is non-partisan, even

election

of. hri1gsh

tage emotio

By Barnes M aw rie

among many parties which
was quite evident during the
election campaigns. In a state
where the Khasis and Garos
have decided to co-exist in
peace and Inrmony since

a private property of that
family. Probably, in the next
decadewe may have a Khasi
ora Nagaora Mizo as leader
ofNPP and that is the beauty
of democracy. Finally the

“Emotions are natural when it comes

to such events like elections where

candidates hailfrom differentpo

cal

parties as wellas from various ethnic

communities. However, when emotions

supersede rationality, there is always

a dangero fa violent spill-over. We are

witnessing some o fthese now and more
may occur in the coming days. The
conflagnition o fthe HSPD P M LA s office
by his own party sitpffuttersfor his decision

tojoin the NPP-led alliance, reveals an ugly

development in Meghalayas politics. "

the genesis of the state in
1972. such racist sentiments
are most unwanted and truly
deplorable. Considering the
fact that NPP consists of
party members front many
racial groups of Northeast
India, it is utterly wrong to
label it as a C.aro party just
because it was founded by

other parties have realized
that power beckons themand
have decided to support the
NPP. With so many splinter
parlies, can there be an al-
ternative party to NPP? The
fact that NPP has risen from
20 scats in the last election
to 26 seats in this election,
shows that the people of the

“The results o fthe election ended on a usual

note with no single party crossing the magic

number. The latestpolitical development

confirms the saying that "in politics there

are nopermanentfriends and enemies. "
As o ftoday, the MDA 2.0 has beenjoined
bythe UDP. PDF. HSPD P apartfrom
the BJP and the two Independents.
This appears to be the only solution to

the political impasse. Unfortunately with
the UD I*entering the government, the

Opposition is reduced to a mere 14.

an unhealthy situation in a democracy.”

late Shri P. A. vmgmaand is
now headed by his son, Shri
Conrad Sangma. History
tells us that every political
party is founded by someone
or the other belonging to a
particular ethric community
but that docs not mean it is

if the prime minister and
parliament are chosen in
multi-party ccctions. Such
heads of state are expected
toremain neutral with regard
to partisan politics.

The citizens of India ex-
pect our Prime Minister to
rise above partisan politics
and uphold our democracy.
Democracy ;ntails much
more than elections or vot-
ing.

Yoursetc.,
Marshanlang Rymbai.
Via email

Role of
Opposition
_partv/parties
in a democracy

Editor.

The issue* of political
stability and development
dominated the 11th Legisla-
tive Assembly elections in
the State ofMeghalayaahead
of the polls on February 27,
2023, after years of political
chaos and corruption. The
election rcsulls have hardly
improved the situation, and
the people's verdict in Me-
ghalaya has created condi-
tions for another bout of
coalition politics and horse
trading.

After the election results
virtually all th: winning can-
didates want tobe in the rul-
ing coalition, sans pre-poll
alliances. The fractured man-
date has mad*; the National
People’s Party (NPP) the
single largest party with 26
scats, followed by the United
Democratic Party (UDP)
with 11 in the59 scats where
polling was held. Various

state still repose their tntst
in them. In a democracy, the
choice ofthe majority should
be respected at all costs.

Dr. lcmino Mawihoh has
rightly pointed out that it
would be difficult for the
opposition parties to unite

national and regional parties
fared poorly, with the Indian
National C'ongress(INC)
and All India Trinamool
Congress(AITC) managing
to win five seats each; the
Voice ofPeople Party (VPP)
four seats, and the Hill State
People's Democratic Party
(HSPDP). Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) and People
Democratic Party(PDF) two
seats each.

The UDP. BJP. HSPDP.
and PDF were coalition
partners of NPP in the last
MDA government. These
political partiesdid not form
a pre-clectoral coalition by
publicly stating that they
intend to form a govern-
ment with each other if they
receive enough votes in the
upcoming elections. They
contested the elections com-
pletely independently, and
voters, therefore, do not
have any opportunity to
accept or reject the post-
election discussions leading
toa new governing coalition.
Post-election alliances arc
a common phenomenon in
Meghalaya politics.

In parliamentary demo-
cratic principles, the major-
ity rule, reflecting the major-
ity popular will, is a basic
fonnal and legal criterion of
a “democracy”. Within the
parliament, decisions are
taken by the majority, and
a parliamentary system of
government is characterized
by the fact that the gov-
ernment will usually have
the support of the majority.
The opposition is usually in
minority, and the minority
as a general nilc does not
have the mandate to decide
for the state or countiy. The
function of the opposition
is not to rule. Instead, the

in order to form a govern-
ment because of theirdiverse
ideologies and interests and
the strange bed-fellows that
itwould entail. The only way
tooffera serious challenge to
the NPP is for these splinter
parties to merge into one
regional party. However, this
seems like a wishful thinking
knowing that these leaders
are affected by theJAP virus
(Jealousy, Ambition, Pride).
It is ironical that Meghalaya
which is such a tiny state,
has produced so many po-
litical parties even more than
those found in big states like
West Bengal or UP. Every
other quinguennium some-
one comes up with a new
political party. Wc seem to
grow by dividing ourselves.
This is what | would call a
self imposed “divide and
nilc.” When will Meghalaya
see only one or at most two
ici;iuiial [milies? That is a
million dollar question.

Finally, is growth and
development not the primary
agenda of every candidate
and the aspirations of every
constituency? It is time for
the people of Meghalaya to
get out of a ghetto mentality
and consider NPP as one of
the state’s political parties
and not as a party of a par-
ticular area or worsestill ofa
particular ethnic community.
The NPP-lcd government
may be accused of corrup-
tion. yet in reality which
government in the past 50
yean; of our statehood, was
free of corruption? | do not
mean to compromise with
evil here but what | intend
tosay is that comiption isan
inherent evil in ourcountry's
political system and so wc
have to learn to live with it
whether wc like it or not.
Let us not forget that even
the AAP which emerged ona
philosophy of clean politics,
today it is marred by numer-
ous scams. What people
expect from evena“ corrupt”
government, is that it brings
about Pcacc. Development
and Progress (PDP).

Definitely, it is the duty of
the citizens to question the
transparency of their govern-
ment from time to time and
to evaluate its performance
in terms of PDP. In a demo-
cratic system, the citizens
have the power to tcach hard
lessons to non-performing
governments. Let us choose
the democratic path and not
indulge in violence and anti-
social activities.

opposition may have other
functions. How these may
best be listed is arguable, but
among them may be the fol-
lowing: (1)To offer political
alternatives (2) To articulate
and promote the interests of
their voters (constituents)
(3) To offer alternatives
to the decisions proposed
by the government and the
majority representatives (4)
To improve parliamentary
dccision-making procedures
by ensuring debate, reflec-
tion, and contradiction (5) To
scmtinisc the legislative and
budgetary proposals of the
government (6) To supervise
and oversee the government
and the administration (7)
To enhancc stability, le-
gitimacy. accountability and
transparency in the political
processes.

Meghalaya needs good
governance- a participatory,
consensusoriented, account-
able. transparent, responsive,
effective and eflicicnt, equi-
table and inclusive govern-
ment that follows the rule
oflaw.

One of the most-often-
heard opinions about Indian
politics is the ‘lack’ of a
strong opposition. Megha-
laya needs strong opposition
too becausc the opposition is
one of the prerequisites for
a healthy democracy in any
country.

Yours etc.,
Dr. Omariin Kyndiah,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times
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Great Anti -

Christian Rhetoric

By Gregory F Shullai

It’sjust a few days down
the road of the recently
concluded elections =and
everythin* somewinners arc
doing is exhibiting a com-
plete voltc-face. Yet | have
toadd exhibiting the highest
degree of prudence, and in
the process leaving pnidcncc
stripped of all its dignity,
that in essence sums up the
character of the electorate,
theelectedand theelections.
Now it istime for the elected
to setasitfc their faith in God
and replace it with prudence,
but pnidcncewill be soobvi-
ously directed at obtaining
a seat in the ruling Party
by whatsoever means, even
forgetting their promises to
the clectoratc. that pnidence
will be regarded as vulgar
and disgusting.

Added to this is the ques-
tion that now that the clccted
arc sitting in the same boat
as the ones they declared as
anti-Christian are they now
consequently anti ~Christian
themselves?Wc have always
praised a person’s virtues
becausc of his selfless ser-
vice to the people and not
to the benefit he derives for
himself. the formidable
anti-Christian attack that
was aimed at the BJP one
is inclined to believe that
now their every virtue has
been sacrificed at the altar
of “ Hypcfcrites” (Greek for
hypocrite) and bargained
their souls in the process.
Asking them if that could
be the case they reply, “ that
was just political banter,
election rhetoric.” And so
they justify their actions in
the eyes of men and further
claim nobility by ensconc-
ing themselves in the saf-
est placc given under the
circumstances -in the arms
ofthe BIP.

Indccc, if the condemna-
tion of tie BJP caused the
Party menbers to be nervous
andcrestfallcn the BIPwould
have all but fallen apart, but
no. the party members in-
sisted that the Party contest
all sixty scats and though
only two of its candidates
emergedvictorious the Party
stood proud and strong like
a tree that hasweathered the
greatest storm Indeed, i fyou
examine the life of the BJP.
not on where it is now but
initscarl/ days the 1960s
~you will ask yourself - is
it true thit to become great
one has to face difficulties
and hardships, misfortunes,
hatred, mistrust, resistance,
slander, jealousy and vio-
lence before experiencing
favourable conditions? Is it
the norm that great growlh.
even of growth in virtue, is
scarcely possible with
first being baptized in
- total condemnation? Look
at the men and women who
have become great and you
will find a similar set of
hardships that they went
through before becoming
who theycame to be. These
hardships and misfortunes
arc vital ind now after the
winners have been declared,
it is the BJP that is pulling
the strings in the formation
ofthe government. The anti-
Christian poison that was
hurledat itand which would
normally bring down any
Party has strengthened the
BJP even more and that is
what distinguishes a strong
Party from a weak one.

| declare that had any oth-
erParty, regional or national,
been as fiercely charged
with the vicious lies that the
BJP was charged with that
Party would have ended up
with one big zero but lies
do not weaken the strong,
it make; them stronger;
stronger because now the
BJP has turned out to be the
nucleus around which the

Development, progress and
agovernment free from cor-
mption has tobe itsprincipal
focus because the eye that no
longer beholds stagnation,
theeye that beholds progress
will no longer see the evil
that it once thought existed
because it would have be-
come too subtle. The Party
will have to posit the realm
of goodness, and the feeling
that we have entered the
realm of security, comfort,
benevolence etc., feelings
that excite all those impulses
which had been threatened
and limited by the evil im-
pulses and hopefully a new
light will dawn -a light that
accepts once and for all that
politics is not religion and
that no Political Party should
ever use religion to belittle
another Party because that
would be blasphemy, though
the converse may still con-
tinue, i.e religion may still
adopt political means.

It is easy to understand
why the religious heads may
discreetly indulge in politics
- they too seek after power.
A Political Party’s virtues
are called good depending
on their consequences, not
for the Party but for us the
people, for the society. Now
what precisely arc these
virtues? Development, prog-
ress, security, food security
and zero comiption. Tokeep
these virtues in place wc
need their opposites also
and that unfortunately will
remain in abundance in in-
dividuals.

Yes. politics is required
more than anything else,
even more than religion, to
balance theevil instincts that
dominate men and women
violently and covetously
and which increase in them
thedesire to resist the efforts
of reason to keep them in
balance with their other in-
stincts. It is in one's politics
that a teacher for virtue can
be found, a tcacher that tells
us to desist from conruption
even at the cost of a loss to
oneself, because that is pre-
cisely what our neighbours
see as virtuous - the ability
to desist even when every
opportunity presents itself.
The loss in a personal sense
is a sacrifice that politicians
must make for the benefit of
the society. Though such a
thought is far from the aver-
age Khasi Jaintia or Garo
politician, it is nonetheless
anecessity, because it would
be far worse ifthc individual
were to think otherwise,
and consider his preserva-
tion and development more
important than his service
tosocicty.

This is the distinction,
the difference between poli-
ties and religion. Politics is
concerned with development
and progress. Religion on
the other hand the develop-
mentand the salvation of the
individual. Wc can sec that
we have been using politics
to preserve our individual
selves and arc actually be-
ginning to believe that our
redemption can be had here
and now through and from
polities. We have seriously
confused the two and that
is why we have landed up
as the most corrupt State,
the worst performing State,
while politicians have in-
creased their net value in
millions in the past five
years. Thus what should
really be praised when vir-
tues arc considered is the
sacrifice o fthe advantagesof
the individual in the interest
of the State and the socicty.
The individual is in a sense
transforming himself into a
mere function of the whole
and therefore the loss of the
individual is a gain for the
socicty. which is something

overnment o
has been established. That
anti-Chrstian image has
now beer made the corner-
stone of the Government
in this Christian State, and
the BJP professedly vindi-
cated of all anti-Christian
charges.

A few months further
along the road with the
BIP and its relations with
the people who were once
bashful ajout their feelings
towards Ihe Party will be
reinvented and that is the
most important task that
the BJP is now faced with.

in a religious
perspective. Basically what
the whole matter filtersdown
to is that the praise of vir-
tue. or a virtuous person, is
someone who is privately
harmful to himself.

We may tcach people to
be virtuous and to incor-
porate virtuous habits and
in doing so make it appear
as if virtue and personal
advantage were oneand the
same thing. Perhaps in some
ways some such relationship
actually exists.

(The writer is spokesfter-
son BIP, Meghalaya)
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Tongue-lashing abroad
RAHUL Gangdhl's address gt Cambridge Uni-
versity was on expected lines: the Congress
leader went cn a tirade against the BJP-lcd NDA
government and used his address to the MBA
students as another occasion to target Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The main thrust of
his speech was that democracy was facing an
existential crisis in this country; so much so
that he had to undertake a Bharat Jodo Yatra to
communicatc directly with the people. Be that
as it may. democracy in this country, with all
its challenge’s is vibrant as was evident from
the elections held in three-states of the North-
East. where rival political formations fought
the elections in a normal manner. It was natural

for a ruling party to use its influence with com-
munity elders, which had been happening in
the elections under the Congrcss-UPA rule as
well. Even the Opposition in these three states
had no valid giounds to aiguc that the cause of
democracy was subverted. The Election Com-
mission carries with it the authority to oversee
the elections in an impartial manner. It is to the
credit of India that the process ofdemocracy is

maturing over the years.

Rahul Gandhi is well within his rights to
criticise the government. At the same time, it
will be well appreciated if he exhibits some

restraint while speal

g to an audience abroad.

National interests require that leaders from all
shades present a good image of the nation while
they are abroad: and this applies also in discus-
sions about the way India treats its minorities.
Granted thai the BJP's pro-Hindu and anti-
minority stances arc causes ofconcern but these
are to be addressed within the country rather
than on foreign soil considering that the British
once colonised this country. India is a mosaic
of different races, cultures, religions, castes
and languages. As is often noted, the only way
to exist here is to co-exist. The last nine years
of the Modi government have seen it being less
aggressive and perhaps more mellow.

The aggressiveness of leaders like Pravin
Togadia. against the minorities, is a thing of
the past essentially because society disapproves
of such offensives. Secularism is the dominant

concern in this country not just bccausc the
Congress party holds it aloft but also because
the wider society is peace-loving. The stragglers
need to be tackled and put in their place. The
Congress leader had not served the cause of the
nation when he uttered during his Bharat Jodo
Yatra’s last lap in Kashmir that the Congress
party, when re-elected to power, would restore
the special status for the province. Abrogation
ofArticle 370 was a calculatcd step by the Modi
government that has helped restore peace in
Kashmir to a large extent.

Shameless
BJP!

Editor,

When the BJP govern-
ment came to poiver in 2014
under Prime minister Modi,
their rallying cry was to free
India from corruption. All of
e were living in (hat hope
that this government will re-
ally end Ihc number ofscams
that the country was facing
all those years. But then
came the Nirav Modi ease;
still we gave the 3JP govern-
ment the benefit of doubt and
hoped that Mr Nirav Modi
would be brought tojustice.
Bui sadly that did not hap-
pen. Similarly, when Home
Minister Amit Shah camc to
Meghalayaand said that Me-
ghalaya was on the number
one lisi as the most corrupt
state in the country, many of
us were opiimiitic that the
BJP will end the corruption
that plagues the state, but
here again it wan all talk be-

aft ion of

first to rush lo the NPP with
letter of support to form the
government. Again one BJP
MLA inoik ofhisinterviews
with an eminent journalist
vehemently said (hat hedocs
not want to be a pan of the
new government if it is led
by NPP. Sadly, it was not to
be since they were quick to
suppon ihc NPP led govern-
ment with the blessings of
the central leadership.

Was notBJP's goal toend
comiption and if they were
s0 much against comiption
they should sit in ihc Op-
positionand allow (he cnirc
to probe all Ihc corruption
charges. But BJP will not
dosuch ihings sincc by hook
or by crook they want to be
in power and they will send
a CBI enquiry only against
those political parties that do
nol toe their line or who arc
not panncrs in ihc NDA like
they did in Delhi and other
stales. Sincc NPP isa partner
in the NDA therefore BJP
will not do anything against

t
election results, ihc BJP with
only two MLA's in the slate
assembly was gnick to lend
support to the NPP led gov-
emment oncc again. Is the
NPP not the pany accused of
corruption by the BIP 2 The
State unit presilent of the
BJP in his ciccticncampaign
said ihat the B:

all
in the previous NPP-lcd
government. Therefore, wc
can rightly conclude* that
all these talk about the BJP
being against corruption do
not hold water sincc it is
also involved in comiption
by lending its support lo the
corrupt political party. This

in the centre will sendaCBI
inquiry toinvestigate agaiast
all the corrupt on allega-
tions of the previous MDA
government, but he was the

purely double
ihc BJP. If the BJP has any
morals left then they should
withdraw support and probe
aeainst conrupiion chargcs.
It's time to walk the talk Mr

The 1ith Assembly has
been constituted and the
MDA 2.0 government has
already been sworn with
Conrad Sangma as the 12th
Chief Minister for the sec-
ond straight term. The chicf
minister and other would-be-
ministers were seen attend-
inga short prayer service led
by Archbishop of Shillong.
Rev Victor Lyngdoh. There
is nothing wrong with il only
that if tomorrow a sadhu or
amullah is invited then there
should be no complains. In
a secular country prayer is
private. It is understood that
the function took placc in the
ChicfMinister's chambcr. Is
ita private spacc? More im-
portantly politicians invoke
God before assuming oflicc
but ungodly activities do take
placewhile in publicscrvice.
More about the swearing in
ceremony. attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi later
but for the time being wc
look back before beholding
the future.
VPP the surprise package
The Voicc o fthe People’s
parly is the surprise pack-
age of the general elections
2023. The newest home-
grown partyexcced expecta-
tions by winning four scats.
The most sensational win
came from Mawlai where
the novice Brightstarwcll
Marbaniang left two heavy-
weights. UDP’s candidate
and the former MLA. PT
Sawkmic and NPP's nomi-
nee and local MDC Tcibor
Pathaw way behind leading
many toshoweraccoladcs on
the Constituency calling the
electorate the smartest lot.
The election speeches ofihc
cducatcd candidates reachcd
all ihc nooks and comers of
the state. The citizcns of the
state particularly the youth
were impressed by the ide-
ology, ideals and vision of
the 2021 floated party. The
popularity of VPP caused
a flutter in political circles.
The campaign focused on
plans to weed out corrup-
tionand cleanse the political
system while vehemently
blaming the MDA-I for its
‘high level" culture and al-
leged perpetuation of scams
and comiption. Besides the
supremo. Ardent Basaiaw-
moil. Mayborn Lyngdoh
from Pynthorumkhrah (who
could not make it to the
Legislative Assembly fall-
ing short of numbers pitted
as he was against the long
serving legislator. AL tick)
was a hit. The ex ad-hoc
teacherwho famously called
out Dasakhiatbha I.amare for

Ol
01

By Albert Thyrniang

contest the MPclcctionsnext
year. The aspirational youths
ofthe state seein the"Prah”
(winnower, symbol of VPP)
theironly hope.

Hie image of VPP went
up manifold when the party
piaced theirtcrmsand condi-
tions in cxchingc for their
support to any government.
Who will not admire the
stand in ruling out any (ruck
with (he NPP and BJP for the
“five years of corruptionand
misrule* and for the commu-
nal (ag? Who will nol support
(he insis(cnccofdoing away
with the VIP culture in (he
state? Who will not appre-
ciate (he fineness to adopt
austere measures (0 avoid
unnecessary government
expenditure. Ike political ap-
pointments? After (he failed
and half-hcar:cd alempt (0
form a regionil government
led by the disinterested UDP.
the only party that can hold
its head high is the VPP. It
is now the most favoured
political party in the eastern
part of the stale.

Contradictions under

one umbrella

BJP's stroig man, Amit
Shah called Meghalaya the
most corrup state in the
country but even before the
results were out the party
invited Conrad Sangma to
meet Himanta Biswa Sarma
lo discuss government for-
mation. The BJP was the
first lo ofi'cr support to the
NPP soon after the results.
Without any shame left,
the BJP cmbtaccd the very
party thai presided over ihat
most corrupt administration.
The claim ofzero tolerancc
to corruption has been oncc
and for all deflated. Conrad
Sangma. in the meantime,
warned TMC's supremo,
Mamata Ban;rjcc (hat her
newly clected MLAs would
join ikeBJP soonafter March
2but he himsdfis in constan(
nexus wi(h (he TMC's big-
gest rival.

Soon after parting ways
with the NPP at the end of
last term, the UPP, HSP-
DP and PDF repeatedly
scrcamed in public ihat the
‘High Level belonged to
theNPP alone. However, not
long after the declaration of
results, they even *belraycd
the people ard lined up to
hand over Idlers of support
tothe party they hated during
the campaigns. They don’t
mind sitting on the 'roof of
ihc NPP bus’ reserved for
them by Prcs:onc Tynsong.

the
Lamborghini while his then
constituency has no road,
captivated everyone with
his oratorical skills. There
arc already calls for him to

Modi.
Yours etc..
K Ihangkhicw,
shillong-1

Corruption
should not be
tolerated

Kditor.

When the situation reach-
es ihc tipping point, a friend
might also behave like an
enemy. Following the ar-
rest of the Delhi cabinet
Minister - Manish Sisodia.
his party colleague Saurabh
Bharadwaj burst out before
the public thatone should not
‘worry about beingarrested in
Delhi. Ihc MLA assured the
crowd that the arrested AAP
leaders could have lotsoffun
(majja) in the jail. He was
insistent because the Delhi
jail comes under his gov-
emment. He was seemingly
oblivious to the impact of
his outburst that might dam-
age the party's credibility.
Interestingly, Bharadwaj's
statement camc months af-
ter many CCTV images
of AAP's Health Minister
Satycndar Jain delightfully
luxuriating in his prison
cell leaked on social media.
Some video clippings from
within the jail went viral in
November 2022. showing
the Minister, who was ar-
restedin a money laundering
case, reveling in luxury.

The recent arrest o f Dep-
uty Chief Minister Manish
sisrwlin hy CRI on Febru-
ary 26 has certainly raised

These will be
suppressed for the sake of
power and will rc-emcrgc
in 2027-28. Preaching dur-
ing election is only to fool
the people for five years as

many eyebrows. He isalleg-
edly involved in deliberately
tweaking the Excise policy
favoring top liquor vendors
and receiving “kickback”
therefrom, |ie policy was
later withdrawnas it exposed
the blatant irregularities in
the AAP ministries. What
really made the public more
suspicious i- the fact that
Deputy CM .Manish Sisodia
and 34 othersaccused in the
scam had allegedly changcd
as many as 140 mobile
phones to destroy the digi-
tal cvidence. CBI has now
taken up the case with all
seriousness.

Amidst ihc heat of po-
litical chaos. Congress leader
Sandccp Dixit pleaded with
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxcna acouple ofdays
ago to lake a firm stand
against Arvind Kejriwal and
his team. He claimed that
AAP leaders arc involved
in various coTuption cases,
including advertisements
and "misusing” of funds
received fromthe United Na-
tions Development Program
(UNDP).

What is ironic is that the
party that rose to prominence
with the ‘holier than thou' at-
titude now has its top leaders
being pulled ip by the courts
while many have been ar-
rested on various comiption
charges, including involve-
ment in inciting violence
during (he 2C20 Delhi fiots
that also sawdmany journal-
ists being letl'ally assaulted.
Prashani Bhushan. Kumar
Vishwas. Sha/ia limi. Kapil

confessed by the deputy chicf
minister. Politicians don’(
meanwhat they say and don'i
say wha( (hey mean.
Polarisation between
Khasi Hills and Caro llills

Al

Assam bas been taking deci-
sions for Meghalaya. The As-
sam-Meghalaya border talks
were at ihc behest of Assam
chief minister. The MOU
was signed at the pleasure of
ihc most powerful BJP man
in the neighbouring state. In
the next five years more and
ill take

(SIX)

Land, forest encroachment

Pervasive,
clarity vital

By DhurjatiMukherjee

The cncroachmenl of
land and forests in (he coun-
try is not just physical and
biuntly viable but matched
by statistics. Millions of
hectares offorcs(s, grassland
and game sanctuaries arc
encroached upon by either
the local population or due
to i

Ur
(obea polarisation between
(he two regions. The UDP is
perceived as a Khasi Hills
party. Atcmp(s were also
made to portray NPP as a
Garo Hills party. The UDP
could not win any scats from
Garo Hills. The tally of NPP
in Khasi-Jaintia Hills was
reduccd to eight purportedly
due (o (he an(i-NPP senti-
ments here. The Congress
couldsecure only onescat in
Garo Hills. Its leaderis from
Khasi Hills. The reverse hap-
pened to (he TMC bccausc
thede facto leader hails from
Garo Hills.

The polarisation threat-
ened to amplify and its ugly
head manifested post an-
nouncement o fresults. "Vest-
ed interests' demanded that
this time the Chicf Minister
should be from Khasi-Jaintia
Hills sincc for more than 10
years chicf ministers have
been from Garo Hills. Com-
munal feelings threatened to
undermine the dcmocraric
process. The danger ofchaos
was looming large. Fortu-
nate it was quickly doused
olT. The iwo HSPDP MLAs
who did the disappearing act
were immediately branded as
traitors of the “Jailbynriew”
(Khasi race). Miscrcants
burnt their property at Laiiu-
mkhrah. pressure groups pro-
tested. set afire their effigies
and even intimidated family
members of the duo. The
pressure groups beat a hasty
retreat when videos emerged
that ihc votcre of Mawtha-
drashan and Mawshynrut
‘authorised’ the move ofthe
newly clccted MLAs lo ally
with the NPP. For oncc rural
Meghalaya decided their
own destiny and did not al-
low Shillong based groups to
diclatc terms to them.

In contrast ihc Nongstoin-
Wahkaji-Ranikor two-lane
road project was strapped a
fewyears ago bccausc groups
fromoutside were allowed to
have an upper hand. The plea
for development is justified
but ironically the MLAs of
both constituencies were part
ofihc last government.

Decisions for Meghalaya
made by Assam

As soon as ihc polls were
over Meghalaya’s chicf
minister, Conrad Sangma
was summoned to Guwahaii
and “instructed” by his As-
sam counterpart regarding
government formation post
confirmation of results. This
is nothing new. It is seen that

Mishra. Alka Lamba. and
Yogendra Yadav are some of
the key confidantes ofChief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
who were cither removed
by him or left the party as
they believed that their boss
deviated from the party prin-
ciples and ethics. It may be
noted that these ardent party
leadeis wcic die fust to pub-
licly shout out what stinks
from ihc pit ofihc AAP. The
most intellectual and cmditc
leader Kumar Vishwas has
often explicitly spoken out
ina public forum that the top
party leaders never hesitated
in making friends with those
forces who openly pose a
threat to the sovereignty
and integrity of the nation.
Dr. Munish Kai/ada. a neo-
natologist from Chicago
and a party founder member
and "contributor”, has made
a complete documentary
film —Transparency: Pard-
arshiia” exposing how and
why many dedicated founder
members left the AAP that
was formed on cthical prin-
ciples to cradicatc corrup-
tion.
Yoursctc..
Salil Gewali.
shillong

VIP culture
goes berserk

Editor.

The closing of another
electoral chaptcr and the
dawn of a new government
has crralivl a wilvi* of <
citcment in the minds of the

placc to prove that our lead-
ersarc only ‘yes' men to the
diktat of our 'big brother".

Mukul too responsible

The biggest losers in the
February 2023 elections arc
the Congress and Mukul
Sangma. NPP camc back to
power becausc of the split
in the Congress. When the
chips were down the two-
time chicf minister deserted
the grand old parly. Had
he been patient and stuck
around with the Congress
he would have been at the
helm ofaffairs again by now.
Instead, he dcfccted lo (he
IM | along with Ii MLAs.
Now he has only five clccted
“followers’. He has managed
to matginalisc the Congress
at the same timereducing the
grand old party to as many
scats. There is no doubt that
the TMC and the Congress
split votes to benefit the NPP
and the regional panics. If
there was no exodus the
INC would have secured an
easy majority. The Songsak
legislator tried to intervene
to cobble up numbers for an
alternative anti-NPPBJP al-
liance but from day one his
failure for sucha dream was
looming large.

BJP Static

The BJP has to be satis-
fied again with 2 scats from
its strongholds. Pynthor-
Umkhrah and Laban. The
position of the saffron party
has been static for ever sincc
it made an entry in the statein
the 1980s. This time the party
contested in 59 constituen-
cies promising to return with
sufficient numbers to install
a ‘Modi Sarfcar’ in the hill
state as well. However, the
clectorate rejected ihc 'sab-
k0-30Qih-3Abka-vikas-3tibka-
vishwas' party handsomely.
Modi docs not seem to have
much impact here and the
party is satisfied in riding on
the shoulders o f the NPP. The
RSS and other groups, wings
of ihc BJP and cffcctively
0fNPP as opposed to HITO
and 11YC the alleged wings
of certain political parties,
will relentlessly endure (0
work for rise of the BJP but
hope the citizens of the slate
will also continue to keep
them at bay.

VPP is the only positive
0f 2023. More power to it.
Ifthe party plays its role well
in the Opposition Meghalaya
has reasons for hope and
progress.

peopleofthestate. Pic 2023

tourism and
commerce T he lat(cr goes
in the name o fdevelopment,
but without much concern
about repercussions, includ-
ing land subsidcnce where-
in recent developments in
Joshimath. Uttarakhand, arc
a testimony.

Forests are cleared regu-
larly for industrial parks,
mining commercial planta-
tions and grazing tree cover

able. Land is being swiftly
clcarcd for roads, bridges,
highways, rail connectivity,
housing and private con-
structionwithout taking into
consideration what happens
to the land losers.

The government’s ap-
proach of compensatory
development works on the
premise that everything -
slum land, forests, tribal
homes, villages - is avail-
able at a price. And devalu-
ing sections the environment
is a small pricc to pay toim-
prove the lives of 14 billion
people. For this, is it neces-
sary to green the denuded
sections o fthe landscape and
inaway that considers plant
density age and biodiversity.

des have

ofaround 101 tar
arc destroyed each year. The
damage inflictcd is so per-
vasive and complete Ihal. in
many eases, itis irreversible
and may take many decades
torepair. B.'sidcssmall-scalc
effortsofsome groups, there
is no instifcitional policy or
active manpower push to
contain the destruction and
reverse it.

Following an investiga-
tion carried out by national
daily The Indian Express,
the country s population has
nearly doubled sincc 1981.
its livesto<k numbers have
increased by over a quarter
and at least 25.000 sq km
of forest land have either
beendivert'd or cncroached.
Interestingly, it found that
while Lutyens' Delhi. In-
dia’s Capital, is known as
the scat ofpower and home
to men ant women who run
the country, but "what’s not
so well known is that the
bungalows of ministers and
seniorofficers, even theRBI
building on Sansad Marg.
arc “forest* in the official
forestcover map. Partsofthe
campuses ofHT andAlIMS,
and residential neighbour-
hoods across Delhi arc also
forest".

Further, for over four
decades, around one-fifth of
India has remained consis-
tently under green cover on
government records. Suc-
cessive governments have
not made public thegranular
data of the country’s forest

cover.

InAugust lasi year. Union
Environment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav stated nearly
7.4(H) sq kmof India's forest
land has beenencroached. In
reply toa question in Parlia-
ment. he revealed that halfof
the total encroached forest
land was in the state of As-
sam alone. Nearly 377.500
odd hectares of (he Sia(c’s
fores( land has so far been
cncroached. i.e. around 13%
of its forest area. While the
BJP govemmen( has (akcn
it seriously and led an anti-
encroachment drive tocvici
“cncroachcrs” from nearly
1900 hectares of forest and
revenue land in areas, ihc
exercise has got mired in
controversy with groups say-
ing ihat a ccrtain community

clections have taken every-  was being targeted.

one by surprise and all are  The M nistry wrote (0
wailing for when  geale is/UT ad-
the swearing-in ccremony  minjstrations to remove
will take place. cncroachment as perexisting

Being aconcemedcitizen
of the state, it saddens me
that such an auspicious oc-
casion mentioned above has
angered every common man
and woman of the State.

With thetrial preparations
and no-cntry sign boards
in every nook and corncr
of shillong, commuting
from point A o point B has
become a mammoth task.
Furthermore, it baffles me
why ihc Education Depart-
ment is nol giving a holiday
or cancelling the ongoing
examination as wc know
the coming of the VIP and
the amount of ‘No Entry’
signboards will creatc mas-
sive traffic jams which will
hamper the students from
reaching ihcir respective
examination centers.

With rcference to the
above context, | humbly
request the authority to take
note of thisand in future de-
vise a plan so (hat it will not
affect ihc students appearing
for (heir final board exams.

Yoursetc.,

Andy Lyngdoh.
Assistant Professor.
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on (his page arc
the views of (he writers/
authors and not that of
Theshillong rimes

Acts'Rulesand toensure that
no furthe' cncroachmenl
lakes place. In all. 740.973
hectares of forest land has
been cncroachcd upon In
37 States. The north-eastern
States alone make up 60%
of the totil (with 460.000
hectares being encroached
upon). Another data found
that Uttarakhand lost 70%
forest land which comces to
around 50.1)00 hectares of its
forests forvarious so-called
developmental activities in
past two cccadcs. And the
result of such activity to
mining anj road constme-
tion has been manifest, with
huge land subsidcnce. de-
struction of habitats and
displacement of people.
Coming to highways and
roads that are constructed
and expanded, this may
seem like a major advance.
but these benefit the upper

The past three d

seen a steady destruction of
regional plantations and the
government is not quite ac-
tive on this front.

Keeping in view the va-
garies of cliniatc change, it
is necessary to ensure strict
monitoring of conversion
of land for infrastructural
development. No doubtsuch
development is ncccssary,
but it is equally necessary
lo ensure that the land losers
arc assured of alternative
livelihood. Added to this, the
ecological perspective must
be kepi in mind.

Recently. Chief Scientist
of National Geophysical
Research Institute (NGT1),
Dr N. Purnaehandra Rao
warned that an earthquake
similar in magnitude to that
of Turkey is imminent in
the fault lines of Uttara-
Khand region and can happen
any time: "Wc have set up
around 89 seismic stations
in the Himalayan region
focusscd on Uttarakhand.
We arc monitoring the situ-
ation and data shows stress
accumulating big time.” He
opined the region would wit-
ness a massive earthquake
any time due to varialioas in
the Earth's magnetic field.

Reports of house collapsc
are common and only a few
days ago it was reported that
dozens of houses collapsed
in two villages, in Jammu
and Kashmir due to land
subsidence and mud slides
(hat residents have linked
(o (wo high profile road and
railway projecls. Even in
Joshimath. land subsidcnce
has increased substantially
in past few weeks sincc its
impact became visible, ac-
cording to the Wadia Insti-
tute of Himalayan Geology.
The main reason for this is
the construction ofa tunnel
just below it by NTPC to
draw water from Alaknanda
and Dhauliganga. Thus,
huge infrastructure projects
need to be carefully planned
and executed after discus-
sions and concurrence from
engineers, geophysicists and
environmentalists.

In forest and rural areas,
wild animals need to be
nurtured as they have been
grossly ncglected. And fi-
nally. there is a necessity of
promoting deliberate under-
development inecologically
sensitive regions. Though it
may seem outlandish, ihc
rebuilding of India must be
closcly tied todc-populating
ccrtain overburdened areas
ofthecountry. A clear policy
on what areas should be
available to tourism, what
with limited tourism and no-
go areas is essential.

Land is vital notjust for
agricultural production but
for the economy. Wc cannot
afford lo lose land, especially
inacountry like India, where
ihc density of population is
quite high compared to most
other countries. But with
climate changc. land will
be affected in various ways,
primarily due to desertifica-
tion and deforestation as also
land subsidence but (his can-
not be allowed to continue
as the rural economy will
greatly suffer and affect ihc
poorer sections o f the popu-
lation for whom land is the
only resource for survival.
Thus, environmentalists

ect while the
poor, whose lands arc taken
for such expansion, arcat the
receivingcid. A few decades
back, there was no com-
pensation worth the name,
while in recent years such
compensation is far below
market costs. Moreover, the
moneygiven to the illiterate
and halfeducated is. in most
cases, not judiciously used.
Such a development strat-
egy is neither economically
sound nor ecologically ten-

the country need

lo come forward to evolve

an effective strategy lo save

land and forests to opti-

mize this valuable resource.
NFA

(The author is Sr. Con-
sultant & Guest Faculty of
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.
Kolkata; an avowed writer
am/ speaker on issues such
as social and economic de-
vetopment. cnvironment
CaixIU ‘tnthoughtandpcace
studies.)
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MDAZ2.0 the way forward

THIRTY six hours after the swearing- in ceremony
on March 7, the portfolios have not been allocated
to respective ministers. In a coalition government
allocating portfolios is an arduous task but that
task has to be completed sooner than later bccausc
governance cannot be kept in abeyance. A new
minister taking over a department, especially a rank
newcomer into the ministry, would need time to fa-
miliarise himselfTherselfwith the mles of business.
Some Department more than olhers have been the
focus of the electorate and political aspirants dur-
ing the election campaign. They include Education,
Health, Agriculture, Tourism, Roads, Water Supply,
Power among others. These were the departments
that were seen to be lagging behind. Though not
much focus was given to Community and Rural
Development (C&RD) this is a key department a
fulcrum around which rural development is centred.
This Department requires strict monitoring since
most central schemcs and the MNREGA are routed
through it. While MNREG A has worked to an extent
in creating community assets by way of footpaths
and interior roads, fish ponds etc., other infrastruc-

ture remains incomplete.

The Dccn Dayal Antyodaya Yojana or the Na-
tional Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) remains
largely on paper. Rural livelihoods have not taken
offand this is one reason for large scale urban migra-
tion. Poverty iswrit large on the faces of rtiral folks
who depend largely onagriculture that has remained
largely unproductive. Fanning on small farmlands
which arc taken on lease is a precarious livelihood
option. It is time for the Department of Economics
and Statistics to get to work and capture authentic
data on the number of BPL households and rural
landicssncss. The hist socio-economic caste survey
was conducted in 2011. It found 76% of rural Megha-
layans landless. This is 2023. Have things got better?
Did the Government of Meghalaya undertake any
intervention to address the landlessness issue?

Next is the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY),
avillage development project launched by the Gov-

ernment of Indi:

in October 2014, under which each

Member of Parliament will take the responsibility of
developing physical and institutional infrastructure
in threevillagesby 2019. The goal is to develop three
Adarsh Grams by March 2019, of which one would
be achieved by 2016. Thereafter, five such Adarsh
Grams (one per year) will be selected and devel-
oped by 2024. On this we have only heard of one
Rajya sabha IVP adopting Kongthong village and
the nearby villages too. Then we have the Shyama
Prasad Mukherii Rurban Mission (SPMRM) which
aims at developing 300 Rurban clusters, in the next
five years. The aim of this scheme is to develop a
cluster of villages that preserve and nurture the es-
sence of rural community life with focus on equity
and inclusiveness without compromising with the
facilities perceived to be essentially urban in nature,
thus creating a cluster of “Rurban Villages”. The
purpose is tostimulate local economic development
while enhancing basic services and creating well
planned Rurban clusters. The villagers don’t know
ofmany of these schemes and hence cannot access
them. With weak or no monitoring most schemes
arc completed only on paper. Meghalaya needs a
robust monitoring mechanism. Business as usual

will no longer work.

People’s
aspirations
versus leaders’
politicking

Editor.

Mere 1go again on my
own - a song b> the rock
group Whitcsnake which
was popular in 1987" docs
sum up the mood of the
electorate who had been
taken for a ride in these last
few months culminating
in the recent government
formation.

Elections arc undoubt-
edly fought on many factors
such as Issues, dcology.
Religion, Promises ctc. The
central theme this time was
a vote for change and gov-
ernance. In every rally and
in every speech, all of the
NPPs main allies the UDP.
PDF, anil BJP went hammer
and tongs on the misrule
of the NPP. Speeches were
pregnant with anti-NPPmis-
deeds, misgovemance, cor-
ruption. high-handedness,
scams and the list goes on.
The clarion call .vas for a
dire need for regonal par-
tiesto come up stong. They
even baited that's it's time
for a KhastJaintia CM. Al-
lies who were pirt of the
MDA-1 claimed ihcy were
suffocated to voice their
opinions. Sonic threatened
topull out ( all bark no bite),
and confessions of being of-
fered handsomely to be part

of the NPP party. In fact, if
one were to scan all the pre-
elections interviews ofthese
candidates it was just one
recurring anti-NPP theme
played over and over. The
electorate danced to these
tunes with the expectations
of an NPP-free government
in this new term. Talk on the
streetsamong uscommoners
was if we have another 5
yearsofthe NPP-led govern-
ment. wc arc doomed.

People who voted for
other parties apart from the
NPP and BJP voted for this
belief and expectation. The
absence of any prepoll alli-
ances also cemented this fact
and assured the people, that
this time they meant busi-
ness. BUT alas...

The question that comes
up now is that when repre-
sentatives have won on this
mandate, it was an accep-
tance by the people on the
foundations and ideology
for which they have stood
for and garnered votes on.
The pact was forged. When
you now make a U-turn
and defy your own elector-
ate. can you really not be
held accountable? By which
stretch of imagination can
you still claim to be the
people’s representative when
you have gone against what
they have believed in your
contract with them? Can wc
then still say that this is a
government by the people,
for the people? The warning
was given that we are fooled
every five years; we heeded
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Krai, kre, chan, or misi is
the name by which the peo-
ple in the different parts of
Khasi. JaAtia and Garo hills
call millet. In the past, it was
one of the most important
crops in the region but was
neglected. However, today
it is being seen as an im-
portant crop the world over.
Like rice or wheat, millet is
a cereal, but it is referred to

a "coarse cereal” because
of its rough texture. Pius
Ranee of NESFAS informed
me that in the Khasi Hills,
farmers grow five types of
millet: krai tmh. krai lon. krai
jashch. krai kew, and krai
shan. In JaAtia Hills, rice is
a popular crop for the people
who live on the plateaus, and
it is on the southern slope,
where fanners practisejhum
cultivation, that millet was a
popular crop.

Millet is their mainstay

People who lived in the
border area and are now in
their late sixties and early
eighties shared stories about
the time when millet was
their major food item. My
mother, who was born in
Nongtalang, used to remi-
nisce about the days when
she was a kid and when
millet was their main meal
She recalled the time when
"gji chan.” or millct-ricc.
which comprises rice and
millet, was their mainstay.
This story is common among
the War people who live in
the southern slopes of the
state. In some areas, millet
was also fermented to make
traditional beer, but unlike
rice, millet lias never been
used to make snacks.
NESFAS story with millet

It started in 2010. when
NESFAS organised its first
food festival and farmers
from Nongtraw shared the
story of the importance of
millet to the Khat-ar shnong
area. They expressed a wish
topromote thecrop. In 2011,
at the Slow Food Festival
in Sweden, the millet net-
work made a declaration
on the importance of millet.
In 2012. at the festival that
was held in Turin, priority
was given to millet, which
was then neglected. Now
65 communities through the
ALCs NESFAS and its part-
ners were able to promote
millet in the states of North
East India.

No woman, no Krai

It was Phrang Roy found-
er and former chairman of
NESFAS who came up with
the statement ‘no woman,
nokrai' in 2012. The saying,
which isa twist on the title of
a song, was borrowed from

it; we acted on it and yet we
were betrayed. Should life
go on for another five years?
Should this anger that was
building upwhen the HSPDP
representatives who took
the initiative to support be
doused? Excuses and expla-
nations will camouflage this
main act in the coming days
and in the end, the bare fact
is, we arc left high and dry.
The irony is that these
representatives will address
each other with the prefix
honourable minister in the
assembly, and the icing on
the cake is that they will still
be harping that they did it for
the tribe. At the end of the
day. it is always the people’s
fault, ‘we did it for you".
©Oh. Meghalayawho have
we voted fo

Yours etc.,
Robert R Khongwir.
Via email

What'’s the real
mandate for
20237

Editor.

Let's introspcct with ma-
turity of thought on Gregory
F Shullai's: The Great An-
ti-Christian Rhetoric (ST.
7th March. 2023) write-up.
Strangely. | too have won-
dered how political parties
so readily and hastily ban-
died together! All the filthy
mouthing, shameful accusa-
tions and disgusting finger

llet, the
ast Tor t

rOﬁh

By HH Mohrmen

Bob Marlcy’s popular song
“No Woman, No Cry." With
due respect to the legendary
reggae king, the statement
refers to the importance of
women in millet cultivation.

wheat and. in the process,
sidelined millet. Millet then
became the ‘ugly duckling’
of the popular cereal in the
region. A paper published
claimed that before the green

of the

ture

for many reasons. Millet is
believed to be a climate-
resilient crop, which could
help feed the world's ever-
growing population. QU
Dongyu, Director-General of
FAO, said, "Millet can play
an important role and con-
tribute to our collective ef-

In millet , par-
ticularly injhim cultivation,
women playa very important
role; in fact, without women,
nojhum cultivation can hap-
pen astheir role is very vital.
It may be mentioned that the
famous ‘long-ia“ tradition of
the Wars of JaAtia which is
related to millet cultivation,
was also performed predomi-
nantly by woiten. Millet cul-
tivation amongst the people
in the Khasi and JaAtia hills
therefore has a strong con-
nection with women.

Long-hai tlie weeding

tradition

Millet cultivation is as-
sociated with jhum, or slash
and bum cultivation, and
has been part of the people’s
culture and traditions since
a long time ago. In the War
JaAtia area, a tradition called
“long-hai.” which was a
weeding practice is conncct-
cd tojhum cultivation. Long-
hai is a community support
system where :armersdonate
one day’s labour to support
members of their respective
communities. During the
weeding time, farmerswould
extend support to each other
by working ai each other’s
jhum field.

The owner of the jhum
field docs not have to pay the
members of the community
for their labour but would
only have to provide them
with food and drink for the
voluntary scrvices that they
had provided. The tradition
starts from th: jhum-field's
owner's house, and as the
procession moves from the
owner’s house to the fields,
the farmer marches along
while also clanting songs
that arc specifically meant
for this part of the custom
and practicc.

When the popularity of
millet declined

Prior to the Green Revo-
lution, millet tvas a popular
crop indifferent partsofMe-
ghalaya. As a matter of fact,
in the south of JaAtia where
the hills slope towards the
plain of Bangladesh, millet
was the main crop. On the
slopes where the terrain is
not conducive for rice or
wheat cultivation, millet
is the only ccreal crop that
people grow. | .was the green
revolution, wlich prioritised
the production of rice and

pointing have all come to
an abrupt ovi under a con-
venient but false bonhomie!
Will 1 be politically correct
to assume all parties that

, the pi )
of rice and millet was much
higher than the production
of wheat, barley, and maize
put together. The produc-
tion of millet decreases a
few decades after the green
revolution was initiated,
when priority was given to
rice and wheat.

The ncglected golden crop

People may have neglect-
ed it now, but millet was part
of people’s food systems,
particularly those who live
on the southern slopes ofthe
state and in the area along
the borders with Assam.
In the JaAtia Hills, millet
has not been popular with
the people who live on the
uplands because they have
inherited rich wetland rice
cultivation. For the people
on the plateau oflaAtia hills,
their culture revolves around
rice. It is the people in the
border regions of now As-
sam and Bangladesh, who
arc not familiar with wetland
cultivation ofrice, for whom
millet is their mainstay. Un-
like in the uplands, people
in this region practise jhum
cultivation, and millet is the
main crop of the people in
the region.
Reviving millet cultivation

in JaiAtia hills

In Meghalaya, it was
NESFAS that took the ini-
tiative to revive millet cul-
tivation. and this scribe was
part of the activity. In the
year 2014, this writer, along
with Pius Ranee of NESFAS
visited Moosakhia village
and enquired from members
of the community if they
happened to still have some
stories related to millet. An
elderly man in the village.
Ma Loren Pakshang. said
that he still had a "khoh
symbc.” or a bamboo basket
full of millet, which he had
kept for many years. | Ic said
since nobody is growing the
crop anymore and he didn't
know what to do with the
millet, he just kept it in the
cone. It was from this basket
ofmillet, which was kept for
many years, that millet cul-
tivation in the area revived
again. The other advantage
of millet is its shelflife.

Why millet is important

The United Nations has
declared this year 2023 as the
International Year of Millet

some arc sad, while most
are perplexed. About the
Government formation? All
arc confuscd
Mud-slinging, slander-

[ are
clandestinely BJP_ hardcore
supporters no.v? And so I'm
in agreement when he states.
- that in essence sums up the
character of ihe electorate,
the elected and the elec-
tions.”

Expediency makes the
clectcd sit in the same boat
as the ones they declared as
anti-Christian..."

Now the newgovernment
must prove itself worthy
and honoural the promises
made to the people in the
spirit of sacrifice that he
mentions. Lei the State roll
on in all areas of social de-
velopment!

Yoursetc.,
Kevin Phillips
shillong - 19

Meghalaya
ovt
formation

Editor,

In the rcceni elections
to the Meghalaya Assem-
bly some have endured,
some have succumbed and
vice versa. Its good to see
new faccs springing up. Be
it money power, people’s
power or otherwise the die
is cast. About the fractured
mandate, sone are happy.

ingin campaign
apart, most parties naturally
want to be in power, which
may not necessary be bad
eonsidcring that that the
promises to the electorates
must be fulfilled. The ex-
pectations of most if not all,
who have been part of the
electoral process is for clean
governance; toprovide infra-
structure in all fields that will
bring forth over-all develop-
ment of the State devoid of
corruption and misusing of
tax payers’ money.

In the conglomeration of
political parties that form a
coalition government, the
power lies with the leader
ofthe political partywith the
highest number of MLAs.
e istolead theGovernment
along with leaders of other
coalition partners.

My humble request to all
political parties that are part
and pared of the soon to be
‘Government of Meghala-
ya." is that we deserve to be
governed by a Government
*ofthe people, for the people
and by the people.’ led by
capable legislatorswho have
in-depth knowledge with
requisite credentials whocan
frame policies in their fields
as ministers without con-
sidering seniority or other
criteria.

Kindly pick the best out
of the lot.

farmers, achieve sustainable
development. eliminaic hun-
ger. adapt toclimate change,
promote biodiversity, and
transform the agrifood sys-
tem.” This year. India has a
budget allocation of 56.60
crorc for the popularisation
of millet, and it is also ex-
pected that millet production
in the country will increase
from 1452 MT in 2016-17
t0 17.% MT in 21 22.
Health benefits of millet
It is an established fact
that cereals like wheat and
rice are rich sources of car-
bohydrates, but it was also
found that millet contains
more protein, dietary fibre,
iron, and calcium than rice
and wheat. Research has
also found that millet helps
in the fight against diabetes
becausc ithasa low glycemic
index, which means that it
has a lesser impact on blood
glucose levels than foods that
are higher up on the index.
Millet is considered to be a
nutrient-rich food.
Climate-friendly crop
Millet is also being pro-
moted as a super crop be-
cause it was found that this
particular crop uses 70%
lesswater than rice, and with
climate change staring at
the world, millet could also
save the world from starva-
tion. Compared to rice and
wheat, which need so much
water, millet is the crop o f the
future. It also grows much
faster than other ccrcals, as
it grows in half the time of
wheat; from this perspective
too. millet is a much better
candidate than other cereals.
Millet is a tough crop that
can also withstand extreme
heat conditions; hence, it is
sometimes callcd a “climate
smart crop”.
Meghalaya and millet
Meghalaya, it seems, still
lives in obscurity; the gov-
ernment does not seem tobe
aware of the importance of
this crop, which was once
part of the history of the
region and our culture. The
government should act soon
and engage with organiza-
tions which arc working in
promotion of the crop. The
fear is that it will be a case
of "too little too late’ by
the time the government of
Meghalaya wakes up from
its stupor.

Yours etc.,
P. Kharwanlang.
shillong = 14

Where’s
the strong
Opposition?

Editor.

UDP too have joined the
NPP wagon. The question
is why have they done that
when they had enough num-
bers toform the government.
According to my under-
standing, a strong, vibrant,

(SIX)

Artificial intelligence boom
needs proper channelisation

No country today has

sufficient data, plan,

and compute capacity
ByDrGyanPathak

Artificial Intelligence
(Al) is transforming econo-
mies and promising new
opportunities for productiv-
ity, growth, and resilience.
Countries across the world
arc also responding with
national Al strategics to
capitalize on these trans-
formations. However, no
country today lias sufficient
data on. or a targeted plan
for. national Al compute ca-
pacity. Tliis polity blind-spot
may jeopardise domestic
economic goals.

This isthegistofa recent
OECD digital economy pa-
per titled *A Blueprint for
Building National Compute
Capacity for Artificial Intel-
ligence.'This report has
provided the first blueprint
for policy makersto help as-
sess and plan for the national
Al compile capacity needed
toenable productivity gains
and capture Al's full eco-
nomic poicntial.

It is worth noting that
India is presently in the
proccss of developing the
National Artificial Intel-
ligence Resource Portal
under theaegis o fthe Centre
of Excellence in Artificial
Intclligericc. The platform
will offer a web-based sys-
tem to search and browse Al
resources including training
and a cloud-based compute
platform. The other countries
that have laken certain initia-
tives in the regard includc
Canada, Chile, Colombia.
France. Germany, Japan,
Korea. Slavenia, Spain. UK.
US. Serbia. Thailand, and
Europe (o be shared with
member countries). How-
ever. all initiatives arc far
less than e requirement.

This, cespitc the fact that
Governments had commit-
kéd thrverlves to thi* first
T standards

policy, innovation, and ac-
cess; and resilience covcrs
security, sovereignty, and
sustainability.

However, embracing Al-
cnablcd transformation de-
pends on the availability of
infrastructure and software
to train and use Al models
at scale. Ensuring countries
have sufficient such "Al
compute capacity" to meet
their needs is critical to
capturingAl's full economic
potential.

Many countries have de-
veloped national Al strate-
gics without fully assessing
whether they have sufficient
domestic Al compute infra-
structure and software to
realise their goals. Other
Al cnablers. like data, al-
gorithms. and skills, re-
ceive significant attention
in policy circles, but the
hardware, software, and
related infrastructure that
make Al advances possible
have received comparatively
less attention.

Today, standardised mea-
sures ofnational Al compute
capacity remain a policy
gap. Such measures would
give OECD and partner
economics a greater un-
derstanding of Al computc
and its relationship to the
diffusion of Al. improve
the implementation of Al
strategies, and inform future
policy and investments.

The demand for Al com-
putc has grown dramati-
cally for machine learning
systems, cspccially deep
learning and neural net-
works. According to re-
search, the computational
capabilities required to train
modem machine learning
systems, measured in num-
ber of mathematical op-
erations (i.e.. floating-point
per second, or

on Al in the 2019 OECD
Principle; on Artificial in-
telligence. “fostering the
development of. and access
to, a digital ecosystem for
trustworthy Al” including
underlying infrastructure
such as Al compute. The
progress .in the part of the
governments across the
world is obviously slower
than the higher speed devel-
opment in the field of Al.
Only feweconomies have
supercomputers ranking
as top computing systems,
with emerging economies
sparsely represented on the
Top 500 list. The November
2022 Top 500 list shows
34 economics with a "‘top
supercomputer”. The high-
est concentration (32%) of
top supercomputers is in
the People’s Republic of
China, followed by the Unit-
ed States (25%). Germany
(7%). Japan (6%). France
(5%) and the United King-
dom (3%). The 17 countries
on the list from the European
Union (F.U27) make up a
combined 21% of top su-
percomputers. Beyond this
group, the rest of the world
makes up 12% of top super-
computers. Nearly 90% of
top supercomputers were

ir o] is

in the last five

the foundation o fdemocracy
and the UDP has got all the
above criteria and perhaps
more. With the UDP in the
Opposition. | was hoping
that we'll have a good and
interesting time during the
Assembly sessions. Alas!
This is not to be for the UDP
has tagged along with the
NPP. Is it for fame, status,
rank, power or prosperity?
Or is this a strategic plan-
ning by the UDP from the
beginning to reap what they
had invested in the elections
with huge interest and that
too for another five years.
While you enjoy let the state
meet its doom.
Yours etc.,
Jennicfer Dkhar,
ia email
Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
(he views of Ihc writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

years. In recentyears, super-
computersystems have been
increasingly updated toalso
run Al-spccific workloads,
although the list does ot
distinguish supercomput-
ers according to workload
capacity specialised for AL
However, the simple count
of Top50) list does not re-
veal the full picture due to
variation in number and
capacity ii performance.
After defining Al com-
pute. the report takes stock
of indicators, datasets, and
proxies lor measuring na-
tion Al compute capacity,
and identifies obstacles for
measuring and benchmark-
ing natioi Al compute ca-
pacity acrass countries. Then
it suggests Al compute plan
along three dimensions
capacity, effectiveness, and
resilience. Capacity covers
availability and use of Al;
clTectivcress covers people.

FLOPS), has multiplied by
hundreds of thousands of
times sincc 2012. despite
algorithmic and software
improvements that rcducc
‘computing power needs. The
increasing compute needs
of Al systems crcatc more
demand for specialised Al
software, hardware, and
related infrastructure, along
with the skilled workforce
necessary to utilise them ef-
ficiently and effectively.

As governments invest
in developing cutting-cdgc
Al. compute divides can
emerge or deepen. An im-
balance of such compute
resources risks reinforcing
socio-economic divides,
creating further differences
in competitive advantage
and productivity gains. Over
the past dccadc, private
sector led initiatives within
countries have increasingly
bencfitted from statc-of-the-
art Al computc resources,
particularly from commer-
cial cloud servicc providers,
compared to public research
institutesand academia. The
OECD Al Expert Group on
Al Computc and Climate
advances collective under-
standing and measurement
ofAl computc to shed light
on Al computc divides be-
tween countries and within
national Al ecosystems.

Findings and measure-
ment gaps are identified
by the report to inform fu-
ture work in developing Al-
specific metrics to quantify
and benchmark Al compute
capacity across countries.
They includc: national Al
policy initiatives need to
take Al compute capacity
into account; national and
regional data collection and
measurement standards need
to expand; policy makers
need insights into the com-
putcdemands o fAI systems;
Al-spccific measurements
should be differentiated
from general-purpose com-
putc; workers need access
to Al compute related skills
and training for effective
Al compute use; and Al
computc supply chains and
inputs need to be mapped
andanalysed. (/PA Service)
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KReality is the landing cause n fstress

among those in touch with it.”

— Lily Tomlin

The Shillong limes
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Personalised politics
WORTHY causes are often defeated by personal
ambitions. The Tclangana chiefminister's daughter
K Kavitha has announced a day-long hunger strike
at Jantar Mantar on Friday, seeking passage of the
Women's Reservation Bill in Parliament. Clearly, this
activism dawned on her at a time when she received

a summons from the Enforcement Directorate for
questioning in the Delhi Liquor Scam. Delhi's deputy
chief minister Manish Sisodia is already under ar-
rest and is being grilled by the ccntral investigation
agency. The shadow of the case has reached up to
Kavitha. a fcrmer MP from Tclangana and currently
an MLC in the state legislative council. Perceptions
are that Kavitha would be the next to be arrested,
while a go-between in the alleged payment bribe to
the AAP foralleged tweaking of the capital stale’s
new liquor policy too had been arrested.

The Enforcement Directorate can be accused of
doing the bidding of the government in power at
the Centre. It could, to an extent, be His Master's
Voice. But. k would be illogical to assume or argue
that ED or CBI would target innocents. There can be
no smoke without a fire. Investigationsare all about
hard facts, not whimsical conclusions. Investiga-
tionswill lead to presentation of facts before courts,
which will consider these and punish the guilty. The
details of the Delhi scam would be known once the
case moves court. It is premature now to pronounce
either Sisodiaor Kavitha innocent despite their high

social status

Women have not got due representation in gov-
ernmentjobs though their number in various depart-
ments is steadily increasing. When every 'backward*
segment of ihe population is given reservations to
ensure a jusl treatment to them, the parliamentary
push for 33 per cent reservation to women too is
Justified. Political establishments must act in unison
to make this a reality. The sooner this is done, the
better. But. the present obsession of the BRS leader
from Tclangana to push this case must be seen prin-
cipally as an attempt at her worst time to save her
skin — from the impending ED offensive against
her. Her family, a bunch of them, has been ruling
Tclangana since 2014. after it gained statehood and
got separated from Andhra Pradesh. Kavitha's father
meanwhile transformed his regional TRS party into
Bharat Rashtra Samithi for a national outreach and
to fan his ambition of leading the nation. Kavitha
must be gracious enough to face the ED grilling and
come out clean —and she is well within her limits
to push all cases dear to her heart. The strange mix
of personal and political interests must be avoided

at all costs.

Fighting
corruption-A
losing battle

Editor,

| read with interest and
I listened witi concern to
people of all tvalks of life
ranting on corruption free
politics. Who docs not want
a clcan and transparent gov-
emment? But the question
is. will we ever gel such a
government? Here what | see
isa battle of ideology against
pragmatism. To speak of a
comiption free government
anywhere in ihc world and
much more in India, is to
engage oneself in a futile
exercise. To think of clean
politics inany iocicty is like
looking for a green elephant
in the jungle. As the Bible
tells us. we human beings
arc tainted by sin and wc
arc perpetually under the
influence ofsii. The epistle
to the Romans says “no one
is righteous, no not one"
(Rom 3:10). Thus corrup-
tion. greed, jcilousy. name
any vice you know, arc only
ihc manifestations of our
human frailly and sin-prone
nature.

Coming back to politics.
| have witnessed a lot of
good, righteous and ethical
persons, who catered politics
with a good in:cntion of be-
ing "different from others.”
yet finally most of them
ended up being “worse than
others.” Frankly speaking |
feel nauseated o hear people
speaking endlessly ofcican

politics and conruption-frec
government or politicians.
An ideal and corruption-free
government exists only in
Das Kapital ofKarl Marx. In
reality no such society exists
anywhere in the world. Per-
haps the difference is only
in ihc degree of corruption.
Even the VPP. a new entrant
in Meghalaya politics, will
not escape the influence of
a corrupt system in spite
of their vehement claim
ot striving to be clcan and
transparent. Those who go
around boasting of this new
party, will one day unmis-
takably end up becoming
ils most bitter critics. The
tentacles of corruption in
politics arc so far reaching
that no individual politician
or party will ever escape its
suffocating grip.

However, wc still have a
saving factor in democracy,
namely, that we ihc voters
have ihc power to vote in or
out any politician or party
Ihal docs ikk fulfill our ex-
pectations. Today's govern-
ment may be corrupt, but in
the coming election wc can
vote it out. In a democracy
the fault of any government
lies principally with the vot-
ers who arc the electors. If
we think that a government
is corrupt why do we still
vote it in? Finally, it is of
no use criticizing the new
government but rather let us
become more enlightened,
more righteous and more
responsible clectors in ihe
future.

Yoursetc.,
Bamcs Maw ric sdb.
Via email

Analysing the Congress Part
and it’s revival prospects

At no time in Megha-
laya's political historylhas
the Congress done so badly
as in the 2023 Assembly
polls where it gotjust 5scats.
The Congress is one of the
oldest national parties in
these hills. In the first State
Assembly polls in 1972, the
Congress got 9 scats while
APHLC got 32 scats. In
1978 the Congress scored 20
scats while APHLC got 16
and the HSPDP 14. In 1983
the Congress shot up to 25
scats while the APHLC and
HSPDP got 15scats each. In
1988 the Congressjumped lo
22 scats. By then the APIILC
had become 11PU and got
19 scats while the HSPDP
got 19 scats and the HSPDP
got 6 while 9 Independents
emerged as kingmakers.
In 1993 the Congress got a
further boost with 24 scats,
the HPU-II and HSPDP-8
and Independents -10.

Come 1998, the Con-
gress got 25 scats and the
HPU which had by thembe-
come U DP got 20scats while
HSPDP got 3sealsonly. That
was the first time that the BJP
got 3 scats in Meghalaya and
there were 5 Independents.
In 2003 the Congress got 22
seats . NCP 14 scats. UDP
9. KHNAM entered the fray
tor the first time and got 2
scats while 5 Independents
won. In 2008 the Congress
again went up to 25, NCP
-15. UDP-II. HSPDP-2 and
Independents-5. In 2013 the
Congress jumped up to 29.
NCP got 2. UDP -8 HSPDP
-4, Independents-13. In 2018
Congress got 21. NPP-20.
UDP-6, HSPDP-2. NCP-1.
In 2023 the Congress is re-
duced to 5 seats only while
NPPjumped up to 26 and the
UDP got 11 while HSPDP
got only 2. Readers will
forgive me for not knowing
how to make graphs that
could make the figures tell
their story.

Be that as it may this
articic is about the depths
that the Congress Party had
plumbed into over the years.
Today itisjusta shadow ofits
former self. Considering that
the Congress i theonly party
apart from the BJP which
has a national presence, its
diminishing presence froma
state like Nagaland where it
scored zero this time should
perhaps make the people of
this country tell theCongress
to pull up its socks and get
real. Sincc the dynasty is

NPP’s dismal
show in Khasi-
Jaintia Hills

Editor,

The rccent results of
the 11th Meghalaya Stale
election on March 2. have
self-evidently demonstrated
that in the entire pari of
the State inhabited by ihc
Hynfiicwtrcp tribes which
constitute 36 scats ot the
total 60 allotted scats, the
NPP could capture only 8
scats. 4 scats apiece from
Khasi Hills and Jaintia Hills
respectively. Converting lo
mathematical calculations
it transpires that NPP has
liardly wona 22% o fAssem-
bly seatsassigned lo this part
of the Stale. Perhaps, sucha
beggarly percentage bagged
by the NPP has unleashed
emotional disillusionment
among the Hynfticwtrcp
people as demonstrated at
massive publicrallies. Some
have opined this consequen-
tial outcome post election
results ought not be made
light of or played down in
times to come!

Yours clc.
Jerome k Dicngdoh.
shillong-2

Online
shoppers
beware

Editor,

Through your esteemed
paper. | would like in apprise
the online shoppers about a

By Patricia Mukhim

the target of the BIP. the
Congress which has in its
fold many competent lead-
ers should shed itself of the
Nchru-Gandii family and
have a real soul searching
after which they should clcct
a national leader who can
equal Modi instaturc. Unless
this happens triecountry will
regress intoa situationwhere
a one-party rule for many
more decades is inevitable.

It is pointless to talk of
a united opposition. The
regional satrapsarcall hyper-
ambitious and their political
egos exceed their commit-
ment to serve the people of
this country. Rahul Gandhi
has been given ample op-
portunity to lead the Party
but there appears to be no
substantial gans even from
the Bharat JoJo Yatrawhich
docs not resonate in these
hills. These sort of yatras
might have succeeded in
the past bul now people
arc looking at a party that
has the bandwidth to give
an economic direction to
the country aid to take on
the BIP. not with barbs and
allegations llat arc thrown
back at it but by giving the
people of thiscountry a new
vision. Tint can only conic
from a credible facc tint is
accepted across the country.
| am afraid tliat Rahul Gan-
dhi has lost his charisma,
not becausc cf anything but
becausc he cannot rid himself
ofthe stigmaofbeing an in-
heritor of the Nchm-Gandhi
dynasty which in a sense is
an anachronisn fora thriving
democracy. If the Nchru-
Gandhis caret) enough forthe
people of this country they
would have stepped aside
and allowed a free and fair
election andnrt appointed an
octogenarianwho the family
trusts. a% President. India is
a young country and needs
young leaders like Sachin
Pilot among others. It's a
different matter that quite a
good number of the young
brood have I;ft the fold to
join the BIP.

One is peiplexcd by this
shift in allegiance by the
younger members in the
Congress. Some have said
they felt suffocated by the
dominance ofthe Party High
Command which docs not

Prudyot Manikya Debbarma
who was a Youth Congress
leader lefl the Party is bc-
causc the High Command
has this habit of appointing
state -in-charge who can be
bribed to appoint the State
Congress Chiefs. | recall
when late Mr JD Rymbai
was CM for a brief period
June 2006- March 2007
and was callcd to Delhi be-
cause he was not granting
NOCs to ccment companies
in Jaintia Hills for fear that
there might be environmen-
tal consequences. He was
told to meet Sonia Gandhi
and he explained to her the
reason why the state could
not grant licenses to several
ccment companies. She lis-
tened to Mr Rymbai but it
was as if she heard nothing.
Looking him straight in the
eye she said. "Mr Rymbai
step down. Let Lapung take
over.” | recall, a stupefied
andagitated Mr Rymbui talk-
ing tome from Delhi on this.
RG Lyngdoh. then the Home
Minister, had accompanicd
him to Delhi. The benign
and gentlemanly Mr Rymbai
never lived down the humili-
ation of that encounter.
That top-down culture
Ins still not changed. Kven
the appointment of Vin-
cent Pala as the Meghalaya
Pradesh Congrcss Chiefwas
arbitrary. Pala was not the
choice ofthe entire Congress
workers in Meghalaya. No
wonder Mukul Sangma.
Charles Pyngropc and 10
others walked out ofthe Par-
1y. The remaining 5 MLAs
decided to offer support to
the MDA-01 Government
aflcr which they all joined
the NPP. It'sa different mat-
ter that there is an element
of opportunismalso in those
who support the NPP. They
knew ihc Congress would
find it lough to make a come-
back. | recall interviewing
oneofthese Congress MLAS
wholaterjoined the NPP and
contested from that Party.
The person said to me in a
private conversation that it
would be difficult not lo be
with the BIP in the present
circumstances. The rapid
attrition in the Congress is
due to the fact that people
sec no future in it. They
don't see any real attempt

king at the
lower rungs. The reasonwhy

devious activty that is going
on in the city with rcspect
lo ihc delivery of online
items. One needs to lake
ccriain precautions while
one discards off Ihc packct
Ihal comcs dong with the
stuff that is bought online.
The receipt attached lo the
packet has lo be destroyed
before ihc packet is trashed.
Leaving it inlacl is not safe.
Fraudsters have now found
a way to cheat customers.
1 hey pick the receipt as well
as the packets from the trash.
Next, they usethe packct. put
some old item, seal it neatly,
attach the receipt slip in inc
packet and then il is sent
oul for a cash on delivery
basis. Apparently, this ploy
to dupe the :uslomcrs can
only be successfully carried
oul when thedelivery agent
is also in collusion. | was
a victim to sich a fraud on
March 7. 2023 perpetrated
by a delivery boy who nor-
mally delivers stuff from
Amazon. The Amazon agent
had brought two items with
him. one wasa packct that is
listed with Amazon and an-
other that is unlisted. For ihc
unlisted packct. 1was asked
lopav R>. 1479, Trusting inc
boy becausc he was always
the same person who brings
home items | had ordered
from Amazon and becausc
I was also awaiting sonic
more online terns, | unsus-
pectingly. without checking
related messages on my
phone, paid guy and look
the packct. 1uota rude shock
when | opened (he packet. It
containedanold and tattered
dress. Since the delivery

to rej the party or to
change its style of function-

boy was within earshot. |
called him back to return
ihc packet but he refused to
take t. explaining dial he had
already entereda messageon
his phone that ihc item was
delivered. He neither look
back Ihc packet nor did he
return my money. Realising
that | still had one more op-
tion to recover my money. |

scanning the barcode
on the receipt to reach out
lo the company in order to
make acomplaint, but to my
dismay, the scanned resuit
showed a random number.
It then dawned on me that |
had been duped.

In this instance. | must
admit that | had been a little
carcless. Had | checked
my phone for the delivery
details. | would not have
landed in such a tight spot.
Normally, online stores send
alerts on the delivery status
of items ordered. Today,
1 overlooked all that and
ended up being the loser.

Yoursetc..

Aiom Phymai Shabong.

Via email

Farewell to
the man with a
mission

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily | would like to share
my grief and sorrow with
‘the members of ihc bereaved
family of (L) Bah AH Scot
Lyngdoh.

With a heavy heart |
Icamt about Ihc demise of
Bah Aubrey with whom |

ing. While the Congress still
has a dedicated vote bank
Ihal is now shrivelling sincc
there is no one at ihc Block
and Primary units lo nurture
the members. Its also
a fact Ihal a political parly
Ihal is out of power has no
leverage. Money drives a
ot of things. Party workers
have been known lo bewitha
political party becausc it can
offer contract work and other
privileges. Many business
honchos in ihc State today
are with the NPP becausc it
is in power. The moment il is
voted out these opportunists
will move lo the next party
in power. That's ihc nature
of politics.

It is also ironic that Ihe
oldest party that led inc coun-
try lo Independence still
docs not trust its members
to do the right thing and to
contest and or vote for ihc
candidates of their choicc.
The perception is that ihc
inner circlc in the Congress
like to give unto themselves
the power lo appoint people
1o different posts. Where is
the democracy here?

If the Congress is lo take
on ihc BJP il has lo use the
tactics of the saffron party
and activate its grassroots
workers. This requires a
commitment beyond what
the Party can do for them.
Those grass-roots workers
must have the dedication
of ihc RSS pracharaks and
be there to help people in
distress especially in rural
areas. In these last five years
we have hardly heard the
Congress or what's left of it
attacking corruption, doing
RTIs or reaching oul to the
last mile. In several villages
that | have visited people no
longer speak of die Congress.
Is the High Command even
aware of this? The Bharat
Jodo Yatra never took offin
this region and had no reso-
nance here. The BJY is fine
as a part of a social awak-
ening movement but what
about a political revolution
that is much needed?

The younger members
of ihc Congress Parly in
Meghalaya need lo get their
voices out there and point the
way. Political parties need lo
realise that the demographic
dividend can only work if
younger people arc trusted
to take decisioas on behalfof
Ihc parly. Wisdom does not
reside with age and dynasty
will sound the death knell of
the Congress.

had a very cordial relation. |
was associated with him dur-
ing the Shillong Centenary
celebration in 1975. For the
first lime tableaus of differ-
entcommunities irrespective
of caste, creed and religion
participated in the tableau
movement right from the
shillong Club premises and
culminating ai the State
Central Library (ravelling
via different thoroughfares
ofshillong A personofami-
able nature, lie was a soft-
spoken person and always
helped address the problems
of people and solved them
during his tenure as the CKO
of the Shillong Municipal
Board. | have no words to
express my griefand sorrow
and pray Ihal God grants his
soul eternal peace and the
family ihc strength to bear
this irreparable loss. The
people of Police Bazar will
always remain grateful to
him. who helped them with
all hecould within his capac-
ity and to their satisfaction.

Once again | offer my
condolcnces to one and ail
associated with his family. |
would like lo quote Shake-
speare’s beautiful words
from “Hamlet”

“Good night Sweet Prince
May the flight ofAngcls take
thee lo eternal rest”.

Yours ctc..
S L Singhania,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
Theshillong |imes
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Mawlai electorate
exhibits the true
spirit of democracy

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

“Democrajy is when the
Indigent, aid not the men
of property, arc ihc rulers.”
~Aristotle,

Greek Philosopher

One ofihckey featuresof
democracy is when people
have the right to vote and
ihc power to change those
at the helm of public affairs.
And this is what the people
of Mawlai lwvc collcctivcly
done. The phenomenon that
the apple fell from Ihc tree
had deeply perplexed Isaac
Newvion ant led lo the for-
mulation of gravitational
theory that pulls falling ob-
jects ‘straight towards the
centre of the earth. Simi-
larly. ihc gravity for want
ofchange ir. the 15-Mawvlai
(ST) constituency has pulled
down the two most popular
politicians of this constitu-
ency TciborPathaw (Sitting
MDQand PT Saw kmic Sit-
ting ML A) from the coveted
position as MLA. In facl
both of then had very high
hopes of wresting the scat
from one another because of
the developmental work they
have undcrtiken in the past
five yearsasMDC' and MLA
ofthis constituency.

The unexpected landslide
victory of th: VPP candidate
has left other contestants
and many of us baffled and
shocked as o how on earth
could this happen. But for
the winning VPP candidate.
Brightstar MarbaAiang. |
think it's a miracle where
he himselfcould not ponder
how ihc waves went in his
favour. Marbaniang's vic-

Morarji Desai became ihc
first non-congrcss Prime
Minister of India with over-
whelming support of 345
scats for the Janata Party.
The arbitrary imposition of
emergency in June 1975 by
the then Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi had aroused Ihc
sentimentso fthe people who
voted both Mrs Gandhi and
her son Sanjay Gandhi out o
power. This is the power dial
people possess if they arc
united and understand the
consequences when freedom
and democracy arc at stake.

There is no doubt that in
India, the role of emotions
i significant in shaping the
voter’s choice that affects
clecioral outcomes. We can-
not also rule out the influ-
ence of businessmen who
capitalize from theemotions
of voters and Ihc use of
money powerto buy votes in
most o fthe constituencies of
this small slate -Meghalaya.
The reason for this is per-
haps to capturc and turn the
mechanism o fdecision mak-
ing power to themselves.
And for quite some time
now, clected representatives
have bccomc masters of
democracy and the legisla-
tive processes of ihc state
to0. They adopted laws and
ordinances that indirectly
benefit them politically and
monetarily. Therefore, the
nature of government is
more plutocratic and oligar-
chic or a government run
by the few rich and wealthy
people. This has happened
because people have lost

uTne unexpected landslide victory of
the VPP candidate lias left other contestants
and many o fus baffled and shocked as to how on
earth could this hap/>en. Butfor the winning VPP
candidate. Brightstar Marhahiang. | think it's a
miracle vhere he himselfcould not ponder how
the waves went in hisfavour.”

lory is despite the fund con-
straints to organize rallies
and frequent public meetings
and campaigns involving
considerable amounts of
money, letaone the feasting
and partying in the candi-
date's residence. Also there
were rare public speeches
andappearances unlike other
candidates. Still Ihc voters
resonated with the slogan
“Ha U Prah' in every nook
and comer of Mawlai.

The sudden changc of
wave, days before Ihc vot-
ing day scciicd tohave been
inspired by someone, where
voters both young and old.
poor and rich, educated and
uncducated cchocd the same
inner voicc and that is the
need for a change. Looking
at the vote shares by all the
candidates of this constitu-
ency. Marbortiang secured
24,262 votes, which is 60
percent of the total valid
votes police, thereby, leav-
ing other contestants to lose
their security deposits other
than the NPP candidate.
This is indeed a historical
feat that sucli overwhelming
support fora lesser known
and unpopuhr young entrant
into politics is nothing butan
act of God. Here | can say
that for the first lime people
of Mawlai voted rationally
for the parly VPP which
s(ands for clcan pol and
integrity of the candidates.
But had the VPP fielded any
Tom. Dick and Harry just
for ilk sakeof fielding can-
didates, ihc outcome would
have been disastrous.

Lest we forget, some
years ago. Mawlai was
tagged as a slum locality
for ihe fact Ihal this part
of shillong city has shel-
tered many underprivileged
families, theuncducated. Ihc
poor and the needy as well.
Butyet theyresisted money,
freebies ant other kinds of
allurements. And if one isa
keen obscrwr and reads Ihe
voting patterns or follows
the trends, it dearly shows
that money power and elec-
tion emotions have totally
failed to overpower the will
ofihc pcopfc when they ra-
tionally yearn fora changc.
This is an exemplary model
that the people of Mawlai
constituency have adopted.
It also resembled the 1977
Lok Sabha elections where

their voices when they have
forfeited their voting rights
to the candidate who bought
them. But for the Mawlai
voters. |his is not so. The
mood of contentment pre-
vails in the constituency bc-
causc people have done their
part. And what remains is the
accountability and transpar-
ency of the clcctcd member
to dojustice lo ihc job that
has been entrusted to him as
a legislator. Therefore, the
MLA or MDC report card
on various schemes being
implemented, will not be
ihc criicria to retain the
seal in future, unless they
perform well as legislators.
And this is the spirit when
people have voted with good
conscicnece and sound under-
standing.

Moreover, if this trend
continues. | firmly believe
that a revolution of changc
will happen where money
power is not ihc sole factor
for contesting and winning
cleclions. It is high time Ihal
cilizens across the slate and
country shouldcome togeth-
er irrespective of religions,
casie. tribe and language to
vote for development and
upliftnient of the people and
society. Mawlai voters have
clearly led the way in this
regard lo prove lo the world
what it means lo say ‘by
Ihc people, for Ihc people’.
This shows that democracy
belongs to the people and
theyarc the ones who should
lake the final call as to who
should beclccted. re-clected
and rjected for legislative
authority.

In the era of fractured
electoral mandate in this
Hills Slate, die ray of hope
and silver lining lies only in
The unity and understanding
ofihc people who alone can
changc the corrupt praclices
of our political system and
that should begin from home
at the constituency level.
Mawlai electorates under-
stand clearly that develop-
ment of Mawlai constitu-
ency alone is meaningless
if ihc whole stale is lagging
behind in every area of life,
be it education, health, ag-
riculture. ctc. The only way
forward is through sound
public policies which can
only be addressed by the
learned legislators Ihal each
constituency can produce.
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*The am o fthe wise is notto secure

pleasure, hutto avoidpain.”

— Aristotle
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Another test for the Opposition

NEWLY clcctecd Speaker Thomas Sangma has
said he will have to consult legal and consti-
tutional experts to determine who to appoint
as Leader of the Opposition in the 59 member
Assembly. The Speaker says that a political
party should get at least onc-sixth of the seats

in the House to qualify to be Leader of the Op-
position. In ihc case of Meghalaya today, the
Congress and TM C both have five MLAs each
which individually adds up to one-twelfth of
the total strength in the House. The VPP with 4
members has even less. The only way out of the
predicament is for the three Opposition Parties

to come together and decide who will lead the

Opposition.

An Assembly without a clcar Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) will fail torepresent the voices
of the people and will also fail to keep a check
on the government. The LoP is ashadow Chicf
Minister and his presence is critical in order to
strengthen the democratic process. The absence
of the LoP will mean that the Opposition will
not be able to present a united front in opposing
the policies of the ruling party which could at
times be anti-people. It has been witnessed that
in the Lok Sabha the presence of the LoP is a
greatcheck to the bulldozing tactics of the ruling
party especially in these times. It is incumbent
for the state assemblies too to counter the brute

power of the ruling party/parties.

The LoP has an important role also bccausc
he/she can offer the administration a construc-
tive critiquc on many issues. In the last House.
Dr Mukul Sangma and his team of M LAs played
a sterling role in pointing out the acts of omis-
sion and commission of the MDA Government

and perhaps kept it in check to some extent.
Constructive critiques especially from senior
and experienced legislators also helps the gov-
ernment in policy and legislative actions. The
LoP can also offer a different perspective that
can help the government engage in alterna-
tive views other that do not violate legislative
norms. The LoP has a huge responsibility in
also ensuring that Assembly committees are
adequately represented and to ensure that the
rights of minorities in any state are not vio-
lated. The LoP can demand that a session be
callcd for debates when the government evades
legislative scrutiny. Hc/she is also important in
ensuring impartiality and bipartisanship in the
nominations made to institutions that promote
accountability and openness. It is a sad com-
mentary thal Meghalaya has been reduced to
a situation where no single political party has
rcachcd the one-sixth mark needed to occupy

this important position.

Avoidable road
accidents

Editor,

With the ever- increasing
number of vehicles on the
road, accidents ax common-
place nowaday*. Vehicles
are getting technologically
advanced and reliable these
days and road accidents due
to mechanical failure arc
rare if maintained properly.
The same is truefor road de-
signs which have improved
substantially in iccent times
and faulty road designs are
hardly to Name for most of
the accidents. This brings
to the fore the point that
human errors arc primarily
responsible for nost of the
road accidents a«d fatalities.
This also implies that the
onus lies with tie motorists
in preventing thevast major-
ity of these accidents. Judg-
mental errors, nsh driving
or driver fatigues arc some
of the major components
that can be termed as human
errors and arc preventable to
agreat extent.

Very recently 1 met with
an accident the outcome of
which could have been very
nasty. | had a hectic schedule
a couple of days before and
did not have sufficient rest.
While returning to Shillong
from my hometown in As-
sam. | dozed off it the wheel
andwithin a fleeting moment
hit a parked vehicle and

veered oft’ towards a gorge.
Fortunately, the stationary
vchicle acted to reduce the
momentum of my car and
a concrete pillar and some
bushes helped to prevent
any roll over. Both the cars
were seriously damaged but
miraculously none of us in
the vehicle were hurt. | was
shocked at the sudden tumof
events, but was immediately
reassured by the comforting
nature of the locals gathered
there. This is very important
for those involved in ac-
cidents. especially for the
injured. Small gestures of
sympathy and help can go
a long way in recovering
from the sudden trauma.
called the police helplineand
soon a traffic police vchicle
arrived to take charge* of
the situation. The cars were
towed back to the police sta-
tion at Mawlai and official
fomialitics started.

In these pages of this
newspaper | once praised the
professionalism of Shillong
Traffic Police in managing
thechaotic traffic of Shillong
city. | reiterate again the
professionalism of the traf-
fic personnel involved in
my ease and the help they
have rendered during that
nightmare. Now, coming to
the point whether such mis-
haps can be prevented, my
feeling is that situations like
this are entirely preventable
with a little effort and con-
sciousness on the part of the
motorists. If adriver is feel-

In a distant comer of the
country, a 'new’ BIP is at-
tempting to break through
an ‘old” barrier. At a Sunday
mass in one of Shillong's
oldest churches, union mi-
nority affaire minister John
Barla is among the prominent
attendees. His presence is
meant to reassure thecitizen-
ry of a Christian-dominated
state going to the polls that
the BJP is notanti-Christian.
With 75 of its 80 candidates
across Meghalaya and Na-
galand from the Christian
community, the
BIP is hoping to
showcase itself
as a party which
is now far more
embracingofa re-1
ligious faith with
whom the Sangh "
Parivar has tra- f
ditionally had an =
uneasy relation-
ship with.

The BIP
might well argue
that it has been
in power in Goa
for over a decade
now. another state
with a substan-
tial Christian population. In
Meghalaya and Nagaland, it
has been a coalition partner
in government for the last
five years. The BIP's tie-
ups with regional parties in
Meghalaya and Nagaland,
both governments headed
by Christian chicfministers,
arc designed to send out a
message of being a more
inclusive political force. But
power-sharing agreements
through opportunistic post-
poll deals is not quite the
same as winning the hearts
and minds of a community
that remains suspicious of
Hindutva politics.

When last month, achurch
in Chattisgarh was vandal-
ized by a Hindutva vigilante
group. Meghalaya’s Chris-
tian organisations raised a
red flag, calling on prime
minister Modi to break his
silence on what they callcd
‘the increased targeting of
the Christian community”.
When an octogenarian Jesuit
priest, Father Stan Swamy
was arrested under the Un-
lawful Activities Prevention
Act, and eventually died in
hospital after complaints of
ill-treatment, (here was an
angry reaction from church
bodies. When the Karnataka
assembly passed an anti-
conversion bill, there was
condemnation from com-
munity leaders. Indeed, from
anti-conversion laws in BIP-

ing tired while driving, he
should pull off the road and
rest for a while*. But some-
times we tend to ignore this
in the never-ending race of
life as happened to me which
could potentially result in
serious conscquences. Inad-
vanced countries, the driver
has to mandatorily rest for
sometime after driving fora
certain period of time. This
helps lo reduce driver’s fa-
tigue andjudgmental errors.
Is not an hour of rest worth
investing in than potentially
risking physical and mental
trauma not to mention huge
financial implications?
1will neversit behind the
wheelswhen tired or fee! like
dozing oft. | leamt the lesson
ofmy life the hard way!
Yours etc.,
I)r Uttam Saikia
Zoological Survey of India.
shillong
Via email

Wanted
complete
polling data

liditor.

The news report in The
shillong Times of March
9, 2023 regarding the data
of votes polled by different
major parties in thejustcon-
cluded assembly elections
in Meghalaya is informative
and interesting. Could you
please try to complete the

JP
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By Rajdeep Sardesai

ruled stateswhichate seento
beaimedatcuibing Christian
missionary activity in tribal
areas to attempts made at
enforcing beef bans, the saf-
fron brotherhood's political
beliefs have often been at
odds with the BIP's desire
to expand into greenfield
geographical areas.

Ihe strategy so far has
been to praciicc a politics
of stark dualism: pursue

hardline Hirdutva in the
heartland states but be more
willing toadijtst to local sen-
sitivities in ilk periphery of
the country where sheer de-
mographics demand greater
flexibility. The AIMIM MP
Asaduddin Owaisi may well
claim to have exposed the
underlying hypocrisies in the
BJP’s agenda by remarking
that "Beefis mummy for the
BJP in UP but is yummy in
Goa and the north cast* but
the dichotomy also reflectsa

isoften found in the homes of
sangh parivar leaders - and
the reach out to Christians
is part of a well-calculated
approach.

Firstly, the BIP seeks
to make a key distinction
between Muslimsand Chris-
tians. The sizeable pres-
ence of Muslims across
the country and the rise of
Islamic radicalism means
they arc more likely to be

typecastas 'enemy figures'to
consolidate a core Hindutva
constituency. Christians, by
contrast, arc a much smaller
community - around 28 mil-
lion and 2.3 per cent of the
population as per the 2011
Census - and therefore rela-
tively politically insignifi-
cant and perceived as less of
athreat toa dominant Hindu
community.
Secondly, Christian

groups arc seen to be more
open for a dialogue with the

p dealing
with a diverse society with
varied food habits. Where a
BJP inaprevious avatar may
well have bcei more rigid in
slicking to itscore ideologi-
cal values, the ‘new’ BJP is
willing to compromise for
political benefit.

In his defining book.
‘Bunch of Thoughts', long
serving RSS sarsanghchalak.
MS Golwalkar had marked
Muslims, Christians and
Communists as the three
major internal threats to the
country. "Sucli is the role of
Christian gentlemen residing
inour land today, out lo de-
molish not only the religious
and social fabric of our life
butalso to establish political
domination invarious pock-
ets and if possible all over
theland.” The'new* BJP has
attempted to distance itself
from Golwalkar’s views in
public - even if his portrait

picture and provide us the

data conccrring the other

parties/ grotps who have*

fielded contestants. Ih ¢ data

would be* very useful for
many.

Yours ec..

River Wallang,

Via email

Democrazy in
Meghalaya

Editor

Events transpiring in the*
last few days are not new
when you have a pletho-
ra of wannibe filmmak-
ers. At oncc | thought of
some scenes from Gangs
of Wasscypir. Social me-
dia in Mcghdaya has been
pouring with rants on the*
UDP-HSPDF and PDF for
their supporl to MDA 2.0
and the subsequent meet-
ings to find their lost sheep.
The electorate had a chance
to reverse their fortunes on
February 27 but they have
not chosen tc do so. Hence
blaming their Shahcnshahs
(political masters) is just
adding fuel tothe fire. At the*
end ofthepolitical spectrum.
BJP s pointsman Amit Shah
has leveraged his game for
the 2024 elections. A friend
oncc told me ihat the fate of
Meghalaya lies in the hands
of the rural masses and the
lofty promises and warped
manifestos wil never see the*
light of day. ~hc problem is

Muslims
for whom prime minister
Modi is still anathema, his
persona defined by the 2002
Gujarat violence. Signifi-
cantly. the BJP in the 2022
Gujarat assembly elections
gave a ticket to a Chris-
tian tribal loader, who won
against a tough opponent.
By sharp contrast, the BJP
has steadfastly chosen not
to put up any Muslim can-
didate in Gujarat, almost as
if the community remains a
political ‘untouchable’. The
BJP's interaction with Syrian
Christian Bishops in Kerala
is just as noteworthy: the
attempt is to find common
ground by preying on Islam-
ophobia and shared anxieties
over iovcjihad".a term used
to stoke fears of religious
conversion through mar-
riage. In Goa too. the BIJP.
especially under late chicf
minister Manohar Parikkar,

in trusting the*wrong people,
butitis the right time to take
ownership of our problems
and move to a new tomor-
row. In the book 'The Case
of the Bonsai Manager' by
R.Gopalakrishnan, it is clear
that too much power will
bring forth folly.
Yours ctc..
Christopher Ciatphoh,
shillong-10

Inflation a big
worry

Editor,

| read and watch a lot
about countries whose im-
portsare way more than what
they export. Such countries
ultimately take huge loans
to get their economy run-
ningand payan equally huge
amount of interest on those
loans. Then they take more
loansjust topay the interests.
Of course corruption also
plays a big role in adding
1o the economy’s suffering.
Meghalaya today is setting
the same example as such
countries with very less
export and lots of imports,
especially at a phase when
everything is expensive,
from fuel to house rent to
electricity and almostevery-
thing needed for day today
living. Earlier there was a
time when Meghalaya relied
on coal , timber and tour-
ism. Expenses were lesser
and so people did spend but

consciously projected  its
Catholic MLAs

Thirdly, there is a real-
ization that any targeting of
Christians will invitea global
backlash from the western
world. Recall how in 2015,
former US president Barack
Obama had spoken ofactsof
religious intolerance in India
which would have shockcd
Mahatma Gandhi. Recallalso
how prime minister Modi in
2021 made it a point to hug
and invite Pope Francis to
India, almost as if recogniz-
ing the need for creating the

right optics with
the global head
of the Catholic

church.
Finally, there
is prime minister
t ;J Modi's overarch-
ing ambition to
g be rccognized as
| a genuine pan-
ludian leader
whose appeal is
notconfined tothe
Hindi heartlandor
the Hindu voter.
The north-cast
pushof the Modi
government is a
crucial element
in this exercise. When the
prime minister for example
is spotted in Khasi hcad-gear
in Meghalaya, he is seeking
to identify himself with the
local customs. When he ap-
peals for votes in the name
of a ‘sabka saath. sabka
vikas’ credo in Nagaland, he
is seeking to be judged on
the basis of a non-discrimi-
natory development scheme

framework.

It is unclcar just how-
successful the BIP's wooing
of Christian voters will be;
just the day before Barla was
attending Sunday mass, the
Trinamool Congress’s Derek
O'Brien was also holding
closed door parleys with
church representatives as
was a local Congress leader.
The fight for the Christian
vote has onlyjust begun.

Post-script: While the
sangh parivar has often tar-
geted Christian missionary
schools and accused them
of religious conversion in
the garb of education, what
is often conveniently forgot-
ten is that a long list of BIP
leaders  from LK Advani
to Arun Jaitlcy to Piyush
Goyal tolP Nadda - studied
in Christian-run education
institutes. The distinguished
alumni offer the best testi-
mony against toxic political
propaganda.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and author, mail:
rajdeepsardesai52(ajgntail.
com)

could also save, but now the
economy has taken a U- tum.
People cannot save much
due to day to day expenses,
like house rent, childrens'
education, food expenses,
fuel. transportation etc. Un-
like Assam we don't generate
adequate revenue, and are
dependent on the Ccntrc for
tlinds. Mow will business run
when the general public has
no income? It's a complete
lie to promise*jobs when the
state generates no revenues
and has no thriving private*
sector. Tourism is halved
because of the*law and order
situation in the state, and
if ILPcomcs | doubt if our
tourism industry can still
generate any revenue*. Only
afew corrupt peopleclose to
the (iovemment arc earning
lavishly, whereas the large
majority of people arc in a
big financial mess. There’s
no road map for develop-
ment. and things will go on
as they used to while suf-
fering will increase. Hope*
some measures towards de-
velopment arc taken by this
Government by thinking
differently.

Yours etc..

Justin Roy,

shillong-2

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page arc
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Organisational
churning within

politica

parties

By Philip Manvein

The nc*s item "Organi-
sational ciurning in BIP,
Congress | kely” (ST March
6, 2023 is interesting as it
revealed the truth. Yes. the
BIP has been in Meghalaya
for over 2 years. This is a
long period and if the party
cannot grow in strength
in terms of having many
MLAs thee must be some
fundamemal  reasons that
this most popular widely ac-
cepted ruling party of India
cannot expand and grow
here. In Meghalaya the name
ofthis party is widely known
in every rook and corner
through the media but there
are no leaders and workers
working and engaging with
the masses in the Districts
and Mandils (Blocks), not
tomention indifferent ham-
lets and villages. Yes there
arc leaden but only in ter
state capitri and in one or
two districts but where are
the grassroot leaders and
workers?

Leaders and workers

ready has its Organisational
set up and vote bank built
over the years but it is in
serious crisisin its state lead-
ership. Itjust needs acapable
and dynamic leader to lead
from the front as Vincent
Pala has failed to win even
from his own turf and far
from attaining state leader-
ship stature. Even winning
the next Lok Sabha scat in
2024 is in serious doubt be-
cause the political equations
and dynamics have now
changcd in many Assembly
segments. Is the vote bank
of the Congress intact or
has it been reduccd in 20237
Certainly, it has. Having
said that, the Congress also
required immediate shake
up of leadership in a num-
ber of Blocks which have
witnessed mass exoduso fits
top leaders toNPP and other
panics. In spite of the mass
exodus ofleaders it was able*
to win five seats because of
second rank Ic*aders. I not
for this exodus the Con-

Where are the good works done by Ok state BIP
leaders seen on theground? None at all. If the
leaders ctv there in the office only to expectfunds
comingfrom Delhi and to share it among them-
selves and no tangible results on the grounds then
it will never grow even if elections come in 2028,
2033 and 2038. Yes. heads in the Meghalaya B JP
State Mandathave to rollif theparty has toplay a

majorpartner in ruling the state in the nearfuture.

should cone from amongst
the masseswho live and die
with them. When elections
arc due, there's a hectic
search for candidates over-
night and randomly in all
60 constituencies. What's
this foolish action by the
state Ic*adars including the
BJP leaderin charge of Me-
ghalaya? The most prudent
and correct step is to set up
viable candidate's only in
those focal constituencies
where there* are grassroots
leaders ard workers who
have* been working and en-
gaging among the masses
for a considerable period of
time. What were the state
BJP leaders doing all these
years? IhcnumberofMLAs
remained static at just two
whereas there were at least
six o seven promising con-
stituencies from where the
party shoud have won with
thumping margins during te*
last elections considering the
effort and investments that
ihc party High Command
had invested.

What is important to do

gress might have secured a
majority on its own in the
last elections.

However, it has to go
back to the drawing board,
adopt suitable planning and
strategies and work harder
for MDC and MP elections
which are* hardly a year
from now. At the same time
it has to find out ways and
means together with other
opposition colleagues and
in partnership with some
bigger ruling factions, on
how to deflate the tyres of
NPP driven vehicles.

Coming to the Trinamool
Congress 1can say that it has
done quite well by securing
five scats in spite of odds
stacked against it. Being a
new entrant in the state to
reach out to the electorate
of Meghalaya is not easy
because voters here arc hesi-
tant to vote for a new party.
Then TMC has an arduous
journey ahead to make itself
politically relevant and to
seize power in Meghalaya
in the near future not single
handcdly of course, but

“Even winning the next Lok Sabhaseal in 2024 is

in serious doubt because the political equations

and dynamics have now changed in manyAs-

sembly segments. Is the vole bank o fthe Congress

intactor has it been reduced in 2023? Certainly, it
has. Having said that, the Congress also required
immediate shake up o fleadership in a numbero f
Blocks which have witnessed mass exodus o fits

lop leaders to N PP and otherparties. "

henceforth is for the state
party leaders to work hard
and ceaselessly with proper
planning and strategies.
Where arc the good works
done by the slate BIP lead-
ers seen on the ground?
None at a.i. If the leaders
are there in the ofticc only
toexpect funds coming from
Delhi and o share it among
themselves and no tangible
resultson fie grounds then it
will never grow even ifelec-
tions com; in 2028, 2033
and 2038. Yes. heads in the
Mcghalay; BIP State* Man-
dal have to roll if the party
has to play a major partner
in ruling tlv state*in the near
future. For how long will it
have to wait, even though it
has long term plans for tre*
future? | am cynical about
its positive outcome in the
foreseeable future. For this
the stale Mandal has to doa
lot of introspection and di-

in coalition with others in
politically, mutually accept-
able norms. With regards to
the UDP it has offered itself
as a sacrificial lamb at the
altar of NPP. Its hope to rise
is very remote but its fear to
fall looms large* in the hori-
zon. With the hope ofgiving
more stability tothe NPP led
government it will slowly
be sapped of its vibrancy,
vitality and relevance by
the NPP. In any ease NPP
docs not need the UDP; it
is the other round. UDP has
no bargaining power in the*
new dispensation unlike
during 2018-2022. At the
end of this term it will find
itsclfon dry ground without
water unless it can manage
towriggle out of its present
predicament.

As for VPP its future
prospects will bevery bright
provided itcan play itscards
well and perform its role

agnosis tofix (lie
commissions.
as for tic Congress ital-

an
It all depends on Its think
tank.
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Yes, #OscarsSoWhite - butthere are still plenty
of reasons to celebrate contemporary Black film

hen Lie Academy of
Motion Picturc Arts and
Sciences announced the
nominees for its 95th Oscars and
three of the most celebrated films
of the season - The Woman King
Till and Saint Outer - received no
nominations, a familiar refrain of
frustration rang forth.

These films demonstrated typi-
cal dramatic and technical mark-
ers that tend to predict cincmatic
success  positive reviews, scripts
inspired by true stories and adher-
ence to dramatic formulas. So it
was natural to wonder whether
the fact that cacl) featured a Black
female directorand Black female
cast may have had something to
do with the snubs.

Awards are certainly about
more than pomp and circum-
stance. Gina Ptincc-Bythcwood.
who directed The Woman King.
issued a heartfelt reflection on
the significance of the Academy
Awards for filmmakers from un-
derrepresented groups.

They mattei, Prince-Bythc-
wood wrote, bccausc directors
can leverage those nominations
and wins to make more films
with larger budgets the kinds
of movies that only those with
Oscars on their resumes will be
in the running to direct.

As someone who studies,
teaches and writes about Black
popular culture. | understand how
industry dynamics subject Black
productions to greater scrutiny.
Against this backdrop of skepti-
cism. filmmakers have established
a Black cincmatic tradition that's
less anxious about capitulating to
a system that has long marginal-
ized Black stories.

So what other metrics, beyond
recognition from the Academy,

vanced in the infamous Birth of

might be considered when gaug-
ing the state of Black cinema?

For me, two films from 2022 -
Master and Honk For Jesus. Save
Your Soul, demonstrate just how
far filmmakers have progressed
in redefining Blackncss on the
silver screen’ They dig deep into
the interior lives of a spectrum
of Black characters, showcasing
the ways in which filmmakers are
pushing back a&ainst mainstream
representations of Black woman-
hood.

A history of exclusion
and controversy

The academy's troubled rela-
tionship with Black filmmakers
is as old as the association itself.
After the inaugural banquet was
held in 1929. it took 11 years for
the first Africa:) American. Hat-
tie McDaniel, to go home with
an Oscar.

she won for her portrayal as
Mammy in Gone With The Wind
but her Black ?cers didn't uni-
formly celebrate her historic win
Mammy was a one-dimensional
caricature basci on the premise
of Black subservience. so some of
them saw McDaniel as contribut-

ing to the denigration of Black
people on screen.

Oscar controversy continued
into the 21st century. While the
2002 Oscar wins of Halle Berry
and Denzel Washington signaled
an acknowledgment of Black
artistry in film after decades ol
dismissals, some critics pointed
out that they won for roles that
reflected degrading stereotypes
of Black people.

Given this history of exclusion
and degradation. Black filmmak-
ers and institutions have long
forged separate infrastructures
for producing, distributing and
honoring Black cinematic art.
have written elsewhere about how
storytcller-entrcprcneurs such
as Oscar Michacux and Hloycc
Gist established a filmmaking
tradition that skirted the com-
mercial - often racist logic that
can govern Hollywood decision
making.

Their desire to tell stories in a
way that resonated with Black au-
diences compelled them to avoid
mainstream industry gatekeep-
ers. In Within Our Gales (1920)
for example. Micheaux directly
challenges racist stereotypes ad-

a Nation (1915).

Gist, who collaborated with her
husband James, made films fea-
turing explicit spiritual themes,
such as Hellhound Train (1930).

Both filmmakers envisioned an
African American audience for
their work and took the mission
of racial uplift seriously.

Progress beyond Hollywood
benchmarks

While contemporary scholar-
ship celebrates their legacy, Hol-
lywood never embraced filmmak-
ers like Gist and Micheaux. The
racial hierarchy that determined
whose stories made it to the big
screen in the 1920s has mostly
persisted over the past century.

However, over the past 12
years, streaming and web-based
platforms have allowed today's
Black filmmakers to write new
kinds of characters into being

and have liberated them from
both traditional gatekeepers and
the pressure of appealing to the
masses.

As | explain in my study on
Black women's representations
in popular culture, a new genera-

tion of storytellers have benefited
from the efforts of media com-
panies to stand out by targeting
typically underrepresented audi-
ences.

These filmmakers have found
homes for their films on stream-
ing services such as Amazon
Prime and Peacock. These plat-
forms afford them the opportunity
to reach smaller nichcs without
large production and promotion
budgets.

Blackncss on screen

In addition to showcasing
lesser-known talents, a number of
independent Black films released
over the last year have also ex-
panded the types of stories that
get told about Black life and the
types of characters that Black ac-
tors get to play.

Two, in particular, stood out
to me.

In Master and Honk For Jesus.
Save Your Soul., actress Regina
Hall assumes roles that allow her
to move beyond the archetypes
that have defined her career.

In Manama Diallo's Master,
Hall stars as Gail Bishop, a ten-
ured professor who is the first

Hold your own amid chaos & conflict

By Jvotsna Alnija

umans know one thing from the day they become aware of
being in their bodies. And that one definitive thing is that life
is constant change. When you look at this from any angle, we
as humans are always aware that there is something that we
Kknow, or cannot foresee. The whole concept of being human
experience ourselves as our lives unfold.

As a result of this phenomenon, humans must always 'budget’ or
account for unforeseen or unpredictable events. We say "who knows
what tomorrow will bring” when we plan for our future and other
wishes, goals and aspirations. Wc also say, "life is what happens
while you are making other plans.”

Thus, all hunians have always planned for the future, based on the
extent of that which they have experienced as a structure, or what's
called the familiarity of experience.

As wc grow older, we gradually become more capable of deal-
ing with unknown territory, and so our confidence increases. But
what few humans notice is, that they too tend to become set in their
ways. And so. life becomes a constant. But only for some time. Then
something happens, and you find yourself needing to adapt to a new
circumstance and so change happens. The more easily you allow
yourself to adapt to this changc. the easier life bccomes. The harder
we hold on to the older comfort zones of our lives, the more stuck
we also feel in our ways

Life is meant to be kind. It helps you grow when you get entangled
with outdated modes of perception or limiting patterns of both beliefs
and behaviour, by gently bringing about a changc in circumstances.
This is when for example events unexpectedly unfold differently than
you expectcd. To some, this might appear a bit frightening, disturb-
ing, annoying, or simply frustrating.

Someone else may feel totally overwhelmed by the smallest dis-
ruption in the schedule. The way wc react to changc defines it as
cither an opportunity for growth or chaos which makes us react as
if we are in conflict with the changc itself.

Left unchecked at this stage, this behaviour bccomcs a pattern of

responding negative y to changcs in circumstances, and wc develop
a deep imprint in our brain =what ncuroscicnce calls NLP or behav-
ioural structuring. Wc easily then get used to responding with great
anger or despair at any change in what wc cxpcct life to be like.

Life, however, does not allow for stagnancy for anyone, any-
ddrete.
is ¥our ability to move with the flow of life defines whether you can
remain centrcd in the midst of any storm, literally or figuratively.
Just like 'life is a constant change' is a paradox, yet it is a law of
nature, similarly, 'fow, so that you remain in equilibrium’ is an
internal law of nature that is a guarantee to be cquanimous or have
inner peace and calm. Just like maintaining your breath rhythm while
running, this is maintaining balance with whatever experiences life
brings your way.

In that, the chaos is not conflicting but shows you how life itself
is your best friend. This is one of the greatest secrets to being heart-
conscious or experiencing true happiness.

At The White Spa:e and its soon-to-be-launched School of Love,
Wisdom & Healing also called The Four Horsemen or Valhalla Con-
sciousness (TFH-VC), we hear the words that humans don't say, and
turn it into a greater awareness of their purpose in this lifetime
When they can make sense of the experiences that they have had in
the past, as well as the present, they can better understand how to
adapt to their own future.

A greater love for yourself ensues therefrom. This is also called
agape consciousness or the greatest extent of self-worth, self-love,
and self-awareness as being love itself as a human, in the image of
divinity. TWS & its school TFH-VC. tcach many people the ability to
be heart-conscious lovers. Wec conduct workshops & seminars towards
agape or heart consciousness, with the hope and aspiration to create
communities of heart conscious living everywhere in the world.

Stay happy. Stay healed. Stay kind to yourself above all. You arc
always beloved

(Jyotsna thuja, isthefounder and personal transformation coach
of The While Space>

Black "master," or head of a resi-

dential college, at a prestigious

university in the Northeast.
Audicnces first ed

mon today among Black women
professors.

Drawn from the Senegalese -
American writer and director’s
own experience of negotiating
such an institution as a student,
the film departs from the typical
storytelling formula that suggests
that Black people who get into
college or are hired as faculty
have “made it." Instead, viewers
gain access to the various ter-
rors - often ignored by all except
those subject to them  that lurk
in every classroom, frat party and
faculty meeting.

Hall's Gail shatters the myth
that those positioned higher on
university organizational charts
are better shielded from racial
trauma than their students.

Showcasing Black women's
struggles

In Honk For Jesus. Save Your
Soul., the debut feature film for
sisters Adamma and Adannc Hbo.
Hall offers yet another stcrco-
type-defying portrayal as Trinitie
Childs, the wife and professional
partner of a disgraced mega-
church pastor. Having offered
financial settlements in exchange
for his accusers’ silence, the film
chronicles Pastor Childs' attempt
to redeem himself from a sexual
misconduct scandal that led most
of his congregants to leave the
church

Like many "first ladies” the
term commonly used to describe
the leadership role of pastors’
wives in Protestant denomina-
tions - Trinitie has invested years
of her own administrative talents
into a ministry tethered to her
husband’s image. For this rea-
son. she's reluctant to relinquish
their position and the affluent
lifestyle it affords them - even
in light of her husband's trans-
gressions.

Honk For Jesus complicates
the image of respectable Black

Hall in the 1999 film The Best
Man. in which she plays a young
woman paying her way through
college as an exotic danccr.

In the years that followed,
she starred in a number of Black
romancc films, a subgenrc that
surged in popularity in the late-
20th and carly-2lIst centuries
Many of these films rcfleccted and
reinforced an intraracial anxiety
about declining marriag; rates
among African American women.
The Black women characters
that existed in these films, such
as Hall's starring role in Think
Like A Man (2012), fetishized
marriage: The characters tended
to design their lives in pursuit
of it.

However, in Master. Hall is
catapulted away from the sun-
light-filled spaces of romantic
comedy and into the haunted cor-
ridors of a predominantly white
university. Even Hall's usually
straight tresses have been ex-
changed for short, tightly coiled
curls, reflecting an acsthet ¢ com-

Christian not by re-
leasing Childs from the shackles
of this standard, but by revealing
the elaborate ruminations and
compromises required to main-
tain it.

Yet the film contains trans-
latable truths about the psychic
burden of adhering to any sort of
ideal. You don’t have to be the
wife of a pastor to sec, in Trini-
tie's plight, the burdens of being
a "good wife” or a “respectable
Black citizen.”

In Hall's portrayal of Childs.
| sec a thread to her previous,
marriage-obsessed characters.
Becoming a wife may be the end
of one obstacle course, but it's the
beginning of another.

These two films might not
headline the awards season, but
they nonetheless attest to how
Black filmmakers are continu-
ing to produce their stories even
without traditional Hollywood
backing. (The Conversation)

/The author is an Assistant
Professor of Black Studies in
Communication/
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WPL: Asparkling start to women’s franchise cricket

he Board of Control for Cricket in India

(BCC'l) should be complimented in organising

the Women's Premier League. It was inaugu-
rated by some dance sequences by young Bollywood
stars, however, il sparkled through a dashing in-
nings played by India's captain. Harmanprccl Kaur.
This was the ideal beginning to a tournament that
could change the ‘ace for the betterment of women's
cricket in India, forever.

The WPL being played in the line of the fastest-
growing sports event in the world, the Indian Pre-
mier League, is a platform that highlights profes-
sionalism to the core.

In India, cricket has always had a serious fol-
lowing. however, it was looked upon as just a
sport to play and enjoy. 'Amateur* was the way in
which it was perceived and professionalism came
about once it wts suitably commercialized. The
early days of Indian cricket were a good example
of cricketers gong to Ungland to play in various
club and county leagues to earn money during the
Indian off-season.

The great Indian all-rounder. Vinoo Mankad.
opted out of an ladian squad that was to tour Eng-
land in 1952, because of his commitment to play for
aclub in the then-famous Lancashire League. His
retort to everyone was that he needed the money
to live.

Fortunately for India. Mankad's club allowed him
to represent India and they were compensated for
the matches that ie missed while doing so. After a
serious and humiliating loss that India suffered at
Old Trafford against England. Mankad was recalled
to bolster the sice. Me stood out like a knight in
shining armour, through his stupendous feat at the
Lord's by his brilliant performance, the best-ever
by an Indian cricketer

Indian cricket still did not accept professional-
ism. Russi Surti and Farokh Engineer were both not
considered for selection for India's tour to the West
Indies in 1971. solely bccausc they were playing in
Australia and England, respectively.

One saw the g~adual change of recognition and
realisation that came about in Indian Men's cricket
They were seen as professional athletes and were
being compensated for their efforts. The multi-
media world gave them a stardom image and Indian
men's cricket grew exponentially. It is truly heart-
ening. therefore, to see that the women cricketers
too have finally made their mark. However, with
such exposure, they need to completely changc their
mindset and approach to the game.

In the initial matches of the WPL. one can sec
that apart from a few top Indian players, foreign
players arc hogging the show. The issue that arises
is that as paid professionals, the mental approach
to how one plays changes quite significantly. Play-
ing for one’s country, stale or club team is totally
different from being paid to play. This is why in
the earlier days; male cricketers went overseas to
play professional cricket.

‘Star

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Unfortunately, the simplest calculation that
arises is the money that one is paid vis-a-vis one's
performance on the field. This brings about pres-
sure which is quite different from what one nor-
mally encounters.

The Indian women players, apart from a few,
are still in a nascent stage as regards the game of
cricket and their mental approach to it. The system
in India has still not been fully put irto place to
deliver 57 quality players. The 30 foreign players
have played franchise-based cricket before and are
therefore more well-versed in how to approach their
game. This is where many of the younj, unknown
and inexperienced Indian players arc finding it
difficult to cope.

A couple of areas that need significant improve-
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ment amongst the Indian cricketers arc fitness and
fielding. Playing under lights in a stadium full of
loud energetic spectators can be quite unnerving.
Furthermore, one is also aware of the millions
watching one’s every move on the multi-media
platforms and this too can be frightening for one
not yet at ease with it. One is. therefore, seeing
plenty of fumbling while fielding as well as dropped
catches. Nerves play a big part in it.

The WPL. like the IPL. will be superb for the
growth of women's cricket in India. Parents, many
of them reluctant to let their girls play the game
becausc of various reasons, may look at it as more
acceptable. To sec one's daughter or relative on
television and earning while doing so, is in itselfa
wonderful feeling for ones near and dear ones.

The platform is now set for Indian women's
cricket to progress by leaps and bounds. However,
there is still a long way ahead for them to reach the
quality of cricket which will make them proud. To
do so, a proper structure of academies, tournaments
and infrastructure needs lo be put in place.

The BCCI have the capabilities and funds to
make their dream come true.

The spark that has been ignited in Women's
cricket hrough WPL needs to light a flame that will
Keep it burning for years to come. Cricket will now
not be called a ‘Gentleman's game' but one which
is played by ‘Gentleladics’ as well.

<vajhrvindra Singh is a former India cricketer
The views expressed are personal)

Casual Sexism: Abl
'No" at the workplace

Bv N. Lothungbenl Humtsoe

is a prevalent issue that women all
around (he world face, both personally and
professionally. At the workplace, this takes
a more subtle,

Women arc frequently subjected to snide, decep-
tive. and flippant statements disguised as comedy,
concern, or compliments, which most people fail to
notice. These could include remarks such as "you
look great for your age” or "you arc so fit having
just delivered a child”, while these statements ap-

WA O
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pear to be innocuous, they serve to maintain and
reinforce the engrained stereotypes and biases

While most organisations have a zcro-tolcrance
policy against any form of harassment and bullying,

like casual sexism often goes unnoticed,

or unreported, and overlooked. Most
women do not report, as they feel this is "normal”
or are often told that they are overthinking. This
stems from our own social conditioning, where this
kind of sexism is embedded in our culture.

So. what is the solution? How can organisations
address casual sexism in the workplace?
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nfident. anxious, ping a sense of fear to
severe mental health issues forcing most women
to quit the workplace in turn limiting their career
progression,” says Smitha Chcllappan. the Head
- Diversity, Hquity, and Inclusion at Interweave
Consulting Pvt. Ltd

According to Smitha, there arc sonic strategies
that organisations can implement to address casual

sexism in the workplace by "Creating awareness
through training programmes for all employees on
what constitutes sexism and how to respond to it.
Along with the training programmes, it is also im-
portant to create an environment of psychological

indirect form and is termed "Cassafety for employees to be comfortable speaking up

and reporting discriminatory behaviour or biased
commeBts.

"Implement policies such as anti-discrimination
or zero-tolerance policies with detailed reporting
mechanisms and communicate the policies clcarly
to all employees. This must be reiterated by lead-
ers in a | the meetings and communications lo em-

ployees. The onboarding

team must make this
mandatory information
for all the new joiners
in the company.”

She asserts, "Creat-
ing a culture of ac-
countability where all
employees across the
organisation arc held
accountable for their
actions and behaviour.
Organisations must set
clear expectations, pro-
vide timely feedback
and take necessary ac-
tions against anyone
violating this code of
conduct. Develop allies
at the workplace, who
will step in and speak
up when they see and

hear derogatory comments or insidious remarks.

"Most importantly. When men become allies and
call out each other for sexist comments, it sends a
strong message that sexist language and behaviour
are not icceptable. Provide coaching for women to
identify and break the barriers holding them back
to confront biases and sexism in the workplace.
Women must reach out to people and groups who
are willing to stand with them to address discrimi-
nation ;.nd harassment.”

"The solution lies in education, consistent aware-
ness. and collective efforts of all to bring about a
change. There has to be a sustained commitment to
challenge gender norms, and stereotypes and call
out all kinds of discrimination and biases whether
direct or subtle. Organisations must focus on build-
ing a culture that values and respects all employees
irrespective of their gender or background. The
changc will take time but it is essential to stay on
the journey and most importantly, for the senior
management to invest time and effort to be strong
allies and advocates for an inclusive and equitable
workplace,” concludes Smitha. (IANSIi/e)
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“Education van lift individuals outo fpoverty'
andinto rewarding careers.”

— Christine Gregoire
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Meghalaya’s moment of glory
THE near victory ofthe Meghalaya football team
in the Santosh Trophy was subsumed by the hurly-
burly ofthe election results. The Meghalaya foot-
ball team deserves credit for putting up a creditable
light against Karnataka at the finals in the King
Fahd International Stadium Riyadh. Meghalaya
football's raresuccess at the national level must be
celebrated. To become runners up at that level is
no mean achievement, even if the football power-
houses are more focussed on sponsorship tourna-
ments these days. To overcome strong teams like
Bengal, Punjab ct al is like a fairy tale for minnows
like Meghalaya. With the exception of Manipur,
no other North East state has made a mark for
themselves ir. the Santosh Trophy. Credit for this
goes to the Meghalaya Football Association which
played a stellar role in holding the team together
and providing the required mentoring. Football
star, Eugeneson Lyngdoh who represented India
at the international level as a central midfielder
for Indian Super League club ATK Mohun Bagan
was roped in asmentor for the team. The Govern-
ment too has spared no pains to ensure that the
footballers were well looked after.

Meghalaya's love for football is legendary. The
youth have always had a great affinity for this
game and this is evident from the fact that every
village has a football ground where young kids and
teenagers arc seen kicking the ball and modelling
themselves on football greats like Pclc and now

Lionel Messi.

The Government needs to create

football nurseries through baby football, talent
search, training on modem tcchniqucs, physical

training,

introduction of more level tournament

structures etc. There is much food for thought for
the recently dccted M LA and sports minister, the

youngest in the cabinet.

Incentivisation is the order of the day. Taking a
leafout of Assam and Manipur, in providing gov-
ernmentjobsto their athletes Hcina Das, Lovlina

Borgohain. Mira Chanu et al,

Meghalaya must

make sports more rewarding. Wc have the raw
talent so it's for the government to nurture that
talent so that the football team's enviable success
does not become a flash in the pan. Meghalaya
was in the Santosh Trophy finals for the first
time in the tournament's 82-year history. The win
brought out wild celebrations among the Indian
expatriates, who had turned up to sec the two
Indian states slog it out in the finals at the Saudi

Arabian capital.

Meghalaya football went into

a lull during the two-year Covid period but was
quickly rejuvenated. The Government needs to
hold more village tournaments because these are
the nurseries from where young, raw talent can be

identified anc groomed.

Is fighting
corruption not
the brief of the

church?

liditor.

I am a keen reader of
both Albert Thymiang and
Barnes Mawric’s articles/
letters since | know both
of them. While Mawrie in
hiz; Idler Julcc March 10
captioned "Fighting cor-
ruption- A losing battle",
seems to tell us readers and
indeed the public of this
state that we should all give
up fighting corruption, his
co-religionist and fellow
priest Thymiang stands on
the premise of the Bible that
evil inall its forms should be
challenged. Thymiang even
mocked the prayer held be-
fore theswearing in at Chicf
Minister Conrad Sangma's
home or wherever. Thyr-
niang’s stanceisthat religion
should be kept completely
out of politics which iswhat
people who be ieve in the
secular nature of this country
arc saying about the BJP.
What's good for Christians
should be good for the BJP
too right? And | completely
agree with Albert Thyniang
and his powerful articles.
Mawric's articles'letters by
comparison appear staid and
compromising. And that’s
not difficult to comprehend.
Conrad Sangma iThios s a
Catholic by faith and the
stance taken hy many in
the Catholic Church is that

Sangma is being unduly
criticized bccausc he is a
Catholic whereas ministers
from other denominations
escape scrutiny.

litis division among the
Khasi-Jaintia community
which is based on religion
and religious denomination
isalso a very divisive factor
apart from other divisions
suchas the rich and the poor
today. The poor have only
grown exponentially: the
rich tribal elite which sup-
ports the Government arc
real winners and they take
itall, as Abba says. The rich
tribal elite belong todifferent
Christian denominations and
arc regular church goers. 1
wonder what they rcally pray
for or pray about when they
arc preying on what belongs
to the poor in this State.

To have church leaders
like Barnes Mawrie also
implies that the Church is
in collusion with the corrupt
hence his plea that we cannot
fight comiption so wc should
learn to live with it. | am
not a Christian so 1wonder
if Christ preached that the
rulers should be allowed to
do whatever they like and
that Christians should only
be praying in their homes
so that the leaders wake up
from their sinful natures. It
sounds so cool right? Keep
praying at home quietly and
when there is need to use the
system do it. If priests and
churches start calling out
corruption then they may not
enjoy the benefits that can
accrue to their institutions.
So it maker- sense to run
with the hare and hunt with

riculture from the
ast 15 the Future

The majority population
in the state of Meghalaya
arc farmers whose primary
source of livelihood is agri-
culture. The fanning system
practiced by the different
tribesin

By H H Mohnnen

despite the revolution and the
different missions initiated by
the government, the fanners

ite and it comprises fanning
of plant origin, aquatic farm-
ingamong others. Farming in
Meghalaya is not in silos but
by a traditional composite
s)

old farming practice
in a nutshell

Since time immemorial
farmers in the state grew
different crops which vary
according to the region. In
the southern slopes bordering
Bangladesh and along the
border with Assam, millet
was popular in thearca where
jhum cultivation was popular.
The areas along the borders
was also a once popular
orange orchard and is now
an areca-nut and betel leaf
plantation. In the plateau re-
gions of Jafttia hills, wetland
rice cultivation is popular
and in the Khasi hills, buns
and terrace cultivation is
common. The different tribes
of Meghalaya have thei
digenous fanning systems.
Agricultural practices in the
state vary according to the
nature of the soil, geography,
andclimatic conditions ofthe
area. Other factors influence
farming practices in the dif-
ferent parts of the state. In
general fanners engage in
different farming practices
like shifting, subsistence,
plantation, terracing, and
wetland cultivation.

Impact of the Green

revolution

With the introduction
of the Green Revolution
in the country, the farmers
were initiated to a scientific
farming system which has
positive and adverse im-
pacts on agriculture in the
state. The Green Revolution
introduced chemical fertil-
izers. improved seeds, and
chemical pesticides for pest
and disease control which
had an adverse impact on the
soil and theagricultural prac-
tices in the state. Chemical
fertilizers were subsidized,
chemical-based pest and
disease control measures
were introduced and even
genetically modified seeds
were introduced to replace
indigenous seeds. Consid-
ering the population of the
farmers in it is

in the te with the
subsistence farming system.
Natural Fanning

Natural fanning is a new
name for chemical*free farm-
ing practice that originated
in Japan and it is a fanning
system that is sensitive to
the ecology of the area. It
was started hy Masanobu
Fukuoka, a fanner from Ja-
pan and the fanning system
has spread farand wide. The
farming system works along
with the natural biodiversity
and itis sensitive to the living
organisms in the area which
includes plants and animals
of the particular ecosystem.

Natural farming is also
known as '.he Fukuoka
Method' becausc the eco-
logical farming approach
originated frem Japan. The
approach is hat farming is
both a means of producing
food that has its aesthetic
sense and is also a spiritual
approach. The ultimate goal
of fanning is tostrive for the
perfection of cultivation and
human beings. It encourages
farmers to chscly observe
the local conditions and to
mimic nature.

Natural farming
in Meghalaya

To introduce the Natural
Farming practices in the
suite, the previous state MDA
government under the leader-
shipofthe NP? hassignedan
MOU with an organization
by the name R.'thu Sadhikara
Samsib (RySS) fromAndhra
Pradesh. RySS isan organiza-
tionstarted by the Agriculture
Department of the govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh
in its efforts to introduce
zero budget natural farming.
It was built on the depart-
ment's previous program
called Community Managed
Sustainable Agriculture. The
decade-long program was
started in 20(U and ended in
2014. The program was for
both the state of AP and Te-
langana and was being oper-
ated through Women SHGs in
the two states. The program
was started .vith the sole
objective of initiating non-
chemical pest management.
Later on it worked on the
improvement of soil health

no surprise that they have
always been targeted by
almost every government in
thestate. Numerous schemes
and missions were introduced
by the government to help
improve agricultural produc-
tion and help enhance the
income of the farmers. But

the hound.

In this aspect | am grate-
ful that wc have an Albert
Thymiang who speaks his
mind and speaks on behalf
ofthe miZions ofpoor people
in thisstatewhoare and have
been deprived of the benefits
of governance for over fifty
years now. My unqualified
support therefore goes to the
likes of Albert Thymiang.
May his tribe increase for
they are what the Bible calls
the.“ the salt ofthe earth and
thelight oftheworld,"
true sense.

in the

Youts etc..
Della Maris Kharkongor.
ia email

Online voting
in advanced
countries

Fditor.

It is interesting to read
the letter. "Online voting
impossible” bv W. Passah
(ST. March 6.2023). I do ap-
preciate his viewpoints. Each
individual has his/her own
angle of looking at things.
Brainstorming alone makes
way for perfection.

However. | wish to add
a couple more points in this

and water .
From Organic to
Natural Farming

The government has not
made public tieMOU signed
last November between the

Andhra Pradesh-based NGO

and the MDA government.

Considering thearea in which

the NGO has specialized in.

revolving record player to
cassette players to Walkman
to MP3 CD player and now
the digital ptusc. A big tran-
sition within a short span of
time — even Thomas Edition
will be baffled if he looks
down from heaven!

Wc must be ready to
cope with the galloping pace
of technological advances
even as wc shall be further
overwhelmedwith numerous
facilities and conveniences
which wecan\ imagine now.
So. as EVM ttas edged out
ballot paper voting, it is not
absolutely "inprobable” that
within a couple of decades,
digital voting will rcplacc
EVMs inabigway. All flaws
we believe that the EVM has
would be fixed by then. Of
course, every new thing is
initially doubtedand resisted.
Didn't many cistrust compu-
tations by a “calculator” for
many years initially? This is
human nature.

Incidentally. Estoniawas
the pioneer country that in-
troduced online voting way
back in 2005. followed by
Switzerland. Canada, the
USA. and France for the
local/municnal elections.
Several state* in Australia

subject. Firstly, everything
is “dynamic" in this world.
Sooner or later, tomorrow's
innovation will push away
what we were used to until
yesterday. Wc hardly find a
REMINGTON typewriter
being usedanymore. Even in
music players, the evolution
happened so fast - starting
from the gramophone and

oting
for those with disabilities or
sicknesscs. | think it is not a
bad idea, at bast for those
away from home.

Besides fiigerprints. iris
and OTP auihcntications,
face recogniton and artifi-
cial intelligence technology,
which are already in an ad-
vanced stage, will undoubt-

perhaps the objective ofsign-
ing the document is that the
Organization would help Me-
ghalaya start natural farming
in the state. There is nothing
wrong with the Government
adopting the natural fanning
practice in the State. In the
past too previous govern-
ments had planned todeclare
Meghalaya as an organic
state and had even banned
the selling of chemical fer-
tilizers here. Regenerative
Agriculture is also another
farming practice that is gain-
ing popularity in the world
which is also nature-based
farming practice.

The signing of the MOU
between the government and
Rythu Sadhikara Samstha
(RySS) should be

Agriculture is also linked to
festivals like ‘Chadsukra.
Bchdicftkhlam. Rongku:
Pastieh Kopati’ etc.. which
people celebrate in their re-
spective areas.

Empowering fanners by
building on the Indigenous
farming System

There is another nature-
based farming practicc
called Agroccology. NES-
FAS through its Agroccology
Learning Circles (ALCs) is
working with the farmers
and trying to address their
problems relating to seeds,
soil, and pests. The ALC
themselves conduct experi-
ments and try to synthesise
traditional knowledge with
scientific evidence. ALCs
also recognise the intercon-
nectedness from seeds to
markets and also promote

Italso i

by one and all. but there are
other issues of concent too.
It is true, the future is in
nature-based farming, but in
the context of Meghalaya the
Government should not over-
look the indigenous fanning
system that has been prac-
ticed since olden times.

Indigenous farming

practices

The people of the state
already have their farming
systems which they have
been practicing since time
immemorial. The Indigenous
fanning system in the state
is natural farming and it
is by default organic. The
indigenous farming practice
involves more than tilling the
soil, planting seeds, or plants,
and harvesting the producc.
The indigenous people here
have a close connection with
the land which includes the
different elements like soil,
water, forest, and the other
elements that influence their
activities. For instance, it is
a tradition that the people
follow where they refrain
from sowing seeds or plant-
ing any crops during the full
moon period. Some stories
connect plants or crops with
humans and even domesti-
cated animals have stories.
There arc stories of how the
rooster became part of the
humar d how

the need to be sensitive to the
indigenous fanning practices
that are prevailing in the re-
gion. Phrang Roy. founder of
NESFAS cautioned that one
should be careful not to take a
romantic view that all the in-
digenous traditions practiced
by the farmers arc perfect.
The Indigenous farming prac-
ticc also has its limitations.
He insisted that the ALC’s
work is to sec how tradi-
tional knowledge and science
complement each other.

ALC isempowering farm-
ersby building on indigenous
knowledge and promoting
the system that is prevalent
in the community. The ALCs
arc also looking at ways to
scientifically validate the
traditional practices of the
people.

Way forward for
Meghalaya

There is no other way for
Meghalaya than to embark
on a nature-based farming
system. It iswhat the world is
talking about; it is the future
and it is what wc are good at.
Agroccology also recognises
the strength of the people in
thetradition that they practicc
and builds on the existing
traditional knowledge which
has sustained the people for
generations. i is looking at
farming practices from an

point of view and

the d
how the crow influences the
relationship between humans
and rice.

Farming is more than
plowing, growing, and har-
vesting. because it is also
linked to the culture that
includes songs, dance, and
merry-making. Some of the
cultural aspects of fanning
are 'chunong' in Jafttia hills,
‘ka rep bhara in the Bhoi
area'or ‘ka Yehkunii lok ‘and
‘long hai' amongst the War
Jafttia people of Amlarcm.

edlyenableus tofix the many
shortcomings that wc have
now. What we now consider
impossible MIGHT be quite
possible in the near future.
Of course, we can't rule out
some glitches, as hackers
and cyber scamstcrs are also
tiptoeing! But this docs not
mean that humans should
remain static.
Yours ctc.,
salil Gewvali.
shillong

Crime a social
disease

Editor.

Murder rates have risen
significantly in our state.
The bodies of the victims arc
usually found tobe mutilated
indicating the cold- blooded
nature of the murderer. Have
we ever questioned what
makes a person commit such
heinouscrimes? Studies have
revealed that there is a strong
association between crime
and childhood experiences.
One of the major risk factors
that makes a person commit
crimes is a disturbed child-
hood. Community medicinc
defines family as "the pri-
mary unit of socicty” and
any problems faccd by the
socicty is termed as a social
disease. Crime is a major
social disease and our socicty
is replete with many broken
and problem families. A child
growing up in an atmosphere
where it is not provided with
emotional safety and where
his emotional and mental
needsarc not met hasa higher

takes into 1 the
traditional knowledge sys-
tems. The ALC project initi-
ated by NFSFAS is alsobeing
supported by Meghalaya

(SIX)

You Voted - Now
You are Responsible

By Gregory FShullai

Having voted our leaders
for the nex! five years we arc
now damred or wc arc now
blessed depending on what
befalls the State -whether it
will decay further o rise to
its former glory once again.
We have read much about
the shame and the ruins that
have been brought upon our
people in the past ten years
and also read equal amounts
of the tumultuous gain in
wealth of those who used
their power for fortune, that
wc must have an exception-
ally stror Imostin the

estate. This is the new code
ofcthicswe have progressed
to and in it we must reset
the teaching and learning
cexpericnee.

If now to this confusion
which calls itself progress,
we add the hostile and brutal
comiption that fortuneseek-
ers (elected leaders) display
then in summation we find
ourselves in sucha contused
state, such a turmoil, that the
thinkers desire nothing more
than to flee from it all and
leave the responsibility of

sense ofcredo quia absurdum
(I believe because it's absurd)
in order to still hope for a
growth economically and
culturally - and above all in
bringing an end to comip-
tion... becausc that is what
wec arc being told will be the
new ager

With regard tocorruption,
how can those in whose heart
lies the immortal care for the
people, free themselves from
all the inrushing frightening
impressions they gathered
from the swearing-in ccr-
cmony which evoked a more
than normal appearance of
people desperate to rccover
their clcctbn expenses from
whatsoever Ministry they
wereallotted - an appearance
whichwasclearly indifferent
to the threat of a retired Su-
preme Courtjudge inquiring
into corruption chargcs? Do
not find fault with the way die
elected members looked, be-
cause theyarc finn believers
that they lave readied lhelr

and fror

ccof
normalcy to the voters who
inessence are the ones to be
blamed forwhat lias befallen
us. The feeble person runs
away from such challenges
and the calculating ones
go on right through them
without perceiving them.
The worst deal however falls
upon the educated middle
class who arc left wonder-
ing wh.il went wrong and
how should wc right this
wrong. The educated ones
(only 74% who can readand
write), and an even more dis-
mally low percentage who
can understand what they
read in the vision documents
of thedifferent political Par-
ties knew immediately that
what was in the interest of
the people and the State was
inthe vision documentofthe
BIP. the one that had among
others the commitment of
Rs.24.000- per year to the
single mothers. Rs.50.000 -
for the girl child at birth,
implementation of the 7th

ay C i to salaried

lofty pr
its distanttloofness mey can

government employees, a
1t fund of Rs.10

ealth o fthe kingdom
waiting in store. That was not
how the leaders of old saw
it. they hai a kind disposi-
tion towards the people who
elected themand they readily
surrendered themselves to the
scrvice of the people, never
thinking about their personal
gain and were at peace with
the thought that they were
now required to open hearth
and home to the people and
offer theirservices in finding
solutions t>their problems.
The leaders these days lack
the kind of disposition wc
once knew in our leaders.
The new leadersarc more
like opponents of the old and
it is in our interest to under-
stand the dif between

Agency
(MB.V\A). Hopefully, the
MDA.02 government under
the leadership ofthe new Ag-
riculture Minister of Megha-
laya will continue what was
started and promote indig-
enous fanning practices that
are composite and include
animal fanning practices and
fanning of plant origins.

risk of committing an of-
fence. Such a child who has
never felt emotionally se-
cure grows up into an adult
completely lacking empathy
and in some cases they even
develop paraphilias.

If we look back into the
childhood of the serial killer
John Gaey. wc notice that
he endured a difficult child-
hood with an alcoholic and
physically abusive father
and he war. also exposed to
sexual abuse. Jeffrey Dahmor,
the Milwaukee cannibal had
a similar history. | would
therefore like to convey that
it is our duty to fulfil and
meet the emotional needs
of our children just as wc
provide for them physically
and financially even in ad-
verse conditions. Health is a
state of physical, mental and
social well being therefore
we must be aware and en-
sure that the children of our
socicty arc healthy in every
aspect. Strange behaviours in
children such as aggression,
anxiety, anti-social behaviour,
bed-wetting at an elementary
school age ctc must be pickcd
up and diagnosed. Children
arc the future of our socicty.
Arcwe raising future healthy
adultsorarc wc raising future
Jeffrey Dahmers?

Yours ctc..
N. Lyngdoh.
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The ShiUvng Times

the two, bzcausc through a
careful comparison of the
two we will find the highest
authority as to what consti-
tutes a healthy community.
Wec were, & | have often said,
adisciplined community and
that indeed more than the
ccommunities that surrounded
us. and tlicrc was no way
we could prevent ourselves
from listening to the advicc
ofourcldcs who comported
themselvesas heated votaries
of discipline although they
understood it only so far as
it agreed with the hairsplit-
ting dogmas of Christianity.
Today it appcats the Christian
like morality has lessened
since the youth have taken
it upon themselves to un-
derstand tlis subject and set
aside learning the same from
their elders and so moral-
ity has become entangled in
the artfully woven nets and
ropes of impetuous youth
and new experiences, and in
this milieu, theciders arc left
wagging ti‘cir head in denial
ofwhat theyouth have tosay
but with not a word to utter.

The educated youth now-
adays is educated above
all. "religiously.” and they
have taken their religious
consciousrcss to the politi-
cal field, where one can get
"money for nothing” and
in doing s> dispensed with
the sublinc in which the
preacher and the old suc-
ceeded. Where the average
Khasi and ihc Jaintia cannot
lift himself into the sublime
he makes an impression less
than the mediocre, and so he
finds himselfstruggling with
providing fic right lessons at
the right time and the youth
go in scarci o fanswers from
those who ire just beginning
to undcrsiand life’s com-
plexities. In this, answers
arederived from moroseness
whereas it should have come
from a situation of good
fortune, mature manhood,
experience, and out of the
midst of fervent serenity of
abrave and victorious mans'

lakhs.'T per annum to the
Dorbar Shnongs. a rise of
Rs.2000 - to the current fi-
nancial assistance provided
to farmers, free education
for the girl child from KG
to PG. reservation of 33%
for women in Govemment
jobs, creation of 3.5 lakh
‘selfemployed opportunities,
establishment of a Medical
College in Khasi Jaintia
Hills, ctc. These arc very
high commitments which
many would brush aside as
empty political promises,
but taking into consider-
ation the fact that in Assam
where similar promises were
made and where most have
either been fulfilled or elose
to fulfillment even before
time, have raised sccond
thoughts.

As voters wc havedenied
the BIP its chance to fulfil
these specifically defined
goals by denying our vote
to their candidates. Now wc
must accept the responsibil-
ity of questioning why these
commitmentsenvisioned for
the State and its people by
the BJP cannot be fulfilled
by the MDAO2 government?
If the BJP could commit
to such goals, the elected
government should commit
likewise. On the day of the
release of the BJPs mani-
festo. its National President.
1.P. Nadda, clarified that the
fund requirement and fund-
ing had already been deter-
mined and settled. If that is
what the BJP could promise
why can the government
in power not do the same?
The responsibility is ours
to ensure that the promises
mentioned above arc ful-
filled in the next five years.
We have the right todemand
that which was the best on
offer during the elections
bccausc we were deliber-
ately distracted by monetary
enticements during Election
Day. and the fake news and
the false propaganda that
some unscrupulous parties
vehemently and repeatedly
used against the BIP.

It is a desperate annoy-
ance indeed to meddle with
politics as an educated per-
son. In the early days it did
appearas ifthcconncctionof
politics with that which wc
consider astribal culture was
possible and then suddenly
some mongrel comes along
and confuses our fantasy
this side and that - but there
is still one picce of advicc
to be given to the Khasis
and the Jaintias. If they do
not wish to let themselves
be confused they must ask
themselves the question.
“Is this the Khasi- Jaintia
culture we hoped for?"

(The writer is Spokesper-
son, B JP Meghalaya)
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Revamp UGC
LEARNING isaserious purcuit, a tapasya that lasts
through one’s life. Learning transcends what one

learns from written text and also spans the world

of active life. A child begins learning from the day
ofitsbirth. While forma! education has its eminent

strengths including the kind of expertise and disci-
pline that arc inculcated among the young by way
of formal schocling, glaringly, the higher education
sector mostly uider the system of universities and
I Tsetc in India has failed to maintain high standards.
Several experimentations in recent decades have not
helped these institutions change with the times and
changc for the better. One such was the insistence
since the 1990sthat a PhD should be mandatory for
lecturers/professors of all recognized universities.
This 'enabled’ them toget fat UGC-prescribed sala-
ries. UGC chairperson Prof. Jagadesh Kumar now

makes it clear that doctorate would, from now on. not
be mandatory for the post ofassistant professor.
Academic circles were somewhat unanimous that

the insistence on PhD. by itself, had not served much
purpose. Rathet, the standard ofdoctorates itself has
fallen over the years, matching with the standard of
the academic community asa whole. In global rank-
ings, Indian higher education institutions are hardly

ranked among the first 100

a sad commentary on

the quality of education that these entities provide.
Over 13 lakh Indian students arc studying in foreign

universities as per statistics of the external affairs
ministry. Contrast this with the less than 50,000
foreign students that come mainly from Nepal, Af-
ghanistan etc tc study here. UGC itself is known to
be packed with incompetent 'academicians’, mostly
props of the political establishment.

India, that was Bharat, was the seat o f knowledge
and educational pursuits from time immemorial ex-

emplified in its great institutions o f learning like the
Nalanda (in Bihar) and Taxshila that's now in Paki-
stan. Starkly, both Bihar and Pakistan have become
anachronisms ofa kind thanks to the sinking levels
of political maturity and leadership. The process of
democracy will be a success only when the polity
demonstrates the inner strength to craft acompetent

and visionary leadership. While the Narendra Modi
government provided political stability and strength-
ened basic infrastructure for the past nine years, it
failed to address several pressing issues o f the nation.

Governments vacillated over attempts at effecting
meaningful changes in the higher education sector.
It required a war in Ukraine to shake the political

leadership here out of its slumber

and know that so

many Indian students were reaching such countries
to get a degree in medicine and the like. Institutions
like UGC need to be urgently revamped. Old mind-

sets must changc.

Delay in
MnghaIaya
olice
Recruitment

Editor.

The Meghalaya Police
Recruitment prccess has
been marred by delays, caus-
ing frustration aid disap-
pointment among aspir-
ing candidates. This has
been a persisteni issue in
recent years, with multiple
instances of delays reported
in various stages of the re-
cruitment process. While the
reasons behind these delays
arc varied, it is clear that
urgent action is needed to
address this issue sndensure
atimely andefficient recruit-
ment processconsidering the
fact the current Meghalaya
Police recruitment was ad-
vertised sincc 201?.

Itisto be noted ihat the re-
cruitment was tosiart Physi-
cal test in the beginning of
theyear 2020, however with
the outbreak of the Covid-
19. the test was postponed
and resumed late 2021 The
recruitment procc« involves
various stages, including
physical tests, written tests
which were completed last
year and interviews which
are yet to be conducted by
the conccrned Department
Reciuilnicnl Bimiil.

Taking intoaccount ofthe
nature of thejob ofthe Police
Department whereby the

physical attribute is one of
the important factors, there
lies the issue of over-age of
the aspiring candidates due
to the delay in the recruit-
ment process.

The delay in Meghala-
ya Police Recruitment has
far-reaching consequences
for the state's security and
safety. The sliortagc of police
personnel has already been
a concern, with the slate
having one of the lowest
policc-population ratios in
the country. The delay in
recruitment only exacerbates
this problem, leaving the
state vulnerable to security
threats.

To address this issue, the
state government needs to
take urgent action to improve
the recruitment process.
This includes investing in
infrastructure and resourc-
es, recruiting and training
more personnel, and ensur-
ing greater transparency in
the selection process. The
government should also
work closely with the police
department to identify the
specific challenges and road-
blocks in the recruitment
process and develop a plan
to address them.

It is to be noted that, the
improvement in thetranspar-
ency of recruitment process
hasalso given hope for aspir-
ing candidates. There have
been allegations of favorit-
ism and comiption ill the
selection proccss in the past,
which further erodes the
credibility ofthe recruitment

Will MDA.2 again

Say,

‘Let them eaf cake™

The phrase ‘let them cat
cake' signifies insensitivity
anddetachment from the suf-
ferings of the common peo-
ple. It indicates ignorance on
the part ofthe rulers and the
unwillingness to leam of the
ground realities. Although
not unanimous amongst his-
torians. the phrase is largely
attributed to Marie Antoi-
nette around the time of the
French Revolution when
there was a famine in that
part of Europe. Her reply to
reports of bread-starved peo-
ple in the country was, ‘let
them cat cake.” Since then,
the phrase is used to depict a
damning attitude o f the gov-
ernment/author-
ity towards people
and the other way
round, the hatred
ofthecommoners
towards those in
governance. The
MDA | (201X~
2023) has three
specific instances
(apart from many
others) when their
response fits, ‘let
them cat cake'.
It is needed to re-
mind us of these
as it isa norm that
the past moulds
the future. The
intention is that
MDA.2 would take cogni-
zancc of such it and perform
betterthis icnn. The specific
focus is on 3Es.
Education

When the education per-
formance grading index
(PG1) report 2021 placed
Meghalaya as one of the
worst states, the then Edu-
cation Minister Lahkmcen
Rymbui dodged the matter
and instead pointed towards
Meghalaya's improved per-
formance over the period
2017-181t0 2019-20. The fact
ihat tr (out

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

crs. etc. two issues require

utmost and urgent attention.
Firstly, the text books that are
being used currently in the
schools need tobe revamped.
The students will have to

MDA.2 has the opportu-
nity to address employment
through proper planning.
What is needed is to identify
economic sectors with the
potential to employ many

level
and the advciv. of CUET has
enhanced the urgency of the
matter. It makes sense for
MBOSE to consider using
NCERT text books from
now on for all classes and
streams of sudy. Any lin-
gering concerns about lack
of content on Meghalaya in
NCERT books can be ad-

dressed by assigning teach-
ers to develop such reading
materials. Secondly, despite
much financia investment in
education, nothing much has
happened on theground. One
reason for this is the lack of
monitoring. The establish-
ment of a specialised moni-
toring agcncWcommission
which is free from political
interference can bring about
the much desired change. It
will hold the stakeholders
in education development

with monetary
returns. One such sector is
agriculture. Around 68% of
Meghalaya’s population de-
pend on agriculture for live-
lihood while it contributes
only 30% to the state GDP.
This dichotomy in scale and
returns have to be properly
researched. It can be argued
that it is so because the bulk

of the agri-produce is sold
as a raw product only. For
example, potatoes and toma-
toesgodirectly from the field
to theshelf. There is novalue
addition. It is time to look at
food processing at a wider
scale. Train the people tobe-
come value-addition agents
for deriving better returns on
the product. The other sector
is tourism. Apart from the
need of a tourism develop-
ment model, etc. the budget
speech of Finance Minister

T

gy
of 1000) were only 584 for
2017-18, 610 for 2018-19
and 649 for 2019-20 repre-
senting an increased rate of
only 5.29% was totally ig-
nored. On the important do-
main 'learning outcomes and
quality”, the score remained
constant at 126 (out of 180)
for the three years. It would
have been fair to expect a
concerned and worrying
response from the minister.
Rather, what came out was
‘let them cat cake'.

Notably, the education
scenario has not improved
much in the recent reports
too. With the MDA Il having
a second go at governance,
can wc expect things to be
better? Apart from the gen-
eral observations about poor
buildings, communication
technologies, absentee tcach-

process. However, this issue
has not arisen sinee the 2016
recruitment as mechanisms
have been put in place for
greater transparency in the
selection process, with clear
criteria and guidelines for
selecting candidates. In fact
the Police recruitment is one
the most transparent as com-
pared toother departmentsof
the State Government.

In conclusion, the delay
in Meghalaya Police Re-
cruitment is a serious issue
that needs urgent attention.
The state needs to invest in
the nccessary infrastructure
and resources to conduct
timely and efficient recruit-
ment. It is also important to
ensure greater transparency
and accountability in the
selection process to restore
public trust in the recruit-
ment process. Only by taking
these steps can the state en-
sure the safety and security
ofits citizens.

Yours ctc..
H Nonglang,
Via email

Zero for UDP
in Garo Hills!

Editor.

People arc indeed at a
loss to comprehend how not
a single UDP contestant is
returned from Garo Hills in
the hustings this year. Had
the UDP won a couple of
constituencies here it could
have wrought in a seismic

forany
Employment

In May 2021 when Me-
ghalaya was under lock-
down due to the second
wave of Covid-19. Deputy
CM Presionc Tynsong said
that people should eat rice
and vegetables instead of
meat. This was in reply to

Ninnala 10n food
streets resonates greatly. It
is about food which is prop-
erly made, packaged and
served. Shillong city food
streets and tourist spots(take
Laitlum tOr example) lack
hygiene and substance. If this
is properly managed then the
number ofconsumers would
increase thereby providing

result made the beneficiaries
disadvantaged. This exercise
went on for three months in
almost all corners of Me-
ghalaya. After the first few
instances, there were voices
of protest by society, but to
noavail. Once again MDA. |
said ‘let them eat cake*.

The main clement ofem-
powerment is agency. It
refers to the capability of
people to decide by them-
selves and for themselves
without depending on others.
Agency can only happen in
the presence of a nurturing
andenabling ecosystem. The
ecosystem that is needed is
proper infrastructure. Instead

of giving money
that would last a
week, it would
be better to think
long-term in order
to increase the per
capita income of
the jrople* Far -
amplc, in the case
of both agricul-
ture and tourism,
a public-private
partnership model
would work very
well in marketing
networks. There
are many enter-
prising marketing
graduates who
would jump on the
opportunity.

There's much work to
be done on irrigation fa-
cilities. approach roads, qual-
ity checks, packaging help,
training ofworkers, etc. The
point being, just provide
good infrastructure and sec
the people and the com-
munities come together and
transform. If this argument
is not convincing enough.
MDA Il can do its own bit
of research and realise how
many villages have been
able to develop not becausc
of freebies bui bccausc of
infrastructure. Governance
has to shift from killing the
spirit ofenterpriseandentre-
preneurship towards agency
and empowerment.

In the end. MDA.2 has
a wonderful opportunity to
reverse the trend from ‘let
them eat cake' to "let them

the question of i
prices of eatables and large
scale unemployment due
to the pandemic. Since the
loss of jobs had drastically
reduced purchasing power,
such a retort by him was
downright insensitive and
irresponsible. That time, the
price of vegetables had sky-
rocketed. The unemployment
rate was high and many
were surviving on credit
purchases. Hence. what he
saidwas nothing short of‘let
them eat cake

changc in the political eco-
system of ou_State. Either
way. the raisondetre leading
tocomplete washoutof UDP
is not far to jnfold. In my
social interactons with some
Garo friends | *ve queried
about UDP"s failure to strike
achord with theelectorate in
their region. Their refrain has
been somewnhat intriguing
when they say that Garos
have a deep-rooted convic-
tion that as far as party af-
filiation is concerned they
are of the opinion that the
UDP as a party is purely
a Khasi-Jaintia grounded
entity, hence ihcy harbour a
mortal fear that if UDP will
attains majority their societal

based i be

it ‘But, will
FAmpowcrment it besensitiveand attentive to
Towards theendof 2022,  the aspirations and needs of

the MDA. | (more precisely
NPP) went on a freebie dis-
tribution spree by inappropri-
ate usage of a development
scheme called FOCUS. The
scheme was supposed to be
an intervention for produc-
ing competitive agricultural
products and transforming
the livelihoods of farmers.
The aim was empowerment.
On the contrary, it was used
asanelection freebieandasa

U DPs contestants. Arguably,
however, it may be reminded
that the HynAewtrep com-
munity have voted in favour
of the UDP in 11 constitu-
encies and incidentally the
UDP had won the largest
number of scats among all
the contesting parties in the
30 seats in Khasi-Jaintia
Hills so Lyngdoh ought to
place this question before the
UDP leadership from Garo
Hills for the no-holds barred
failure! Conversely, NPP,
a national party in outlook,
but in essence, a Garo Hills
based party has not been
looked upon as an alien by
the Khasi-laintia communi-
ties given the fact that the

by and large compromised
and they don't want to be
subservient tc others, hence
the UDP cncing with egg
on its face in Garo Hills!
Additionally, lest we forget
and if my memory serves me
right, in the 2C18Meghalaya
assembly elections too the
UDP drew a blank in Garo
Hills, notwithstanding the
fact that UDP hadclcctorally
allied itself with the Garo
National Council.

Mr Paul Lyngdoh. on the
day of his bciig selected as
cabinet minister, when asked
by thejournalists on his feel-
ings on joining the NPP-Icd
Government, aptly retorted
that UDP had contested in
46 scats but only 11 candi-
dates were clccted so the
voters are to tequeried for
this defeat of he remnant of

have elected no

less than 8 NPP candidates,

with respectful margins at
the last hustings!

Yoursetc..

Jerome K Dicngdoh

shillong-2

Congress Party
must revisit its
vision

Editor.

Apropos of the special
article “Analyzing the Con-
gress and its revival pro-
cess" by Patricia Mukhim,
(ST March 10. 2023) it was
a perfect analysis of the
CungieM* Pdily. The biggest
mistake with the Indian Na-
tional Congress is toappoint
stooges as PCC chiefs and

the people? Will it be able to
brush aside the claims of it
being 'high level' due to its
past performance? Would it
honestly and sincerely work
for the development of Me-
ghalaya and not be swayed
by *push and puli’ factors
of favouritism, nepotism
and insensitivity in public
infrastructure development
investments? Onlv time will
tell.

not to have them clccted by
the patty workers. There is
no inner democracy in any
political party in India least
of all the Indian National
Congress and yet wc clam-
our for democracy. People
are now wiser than the po-
litical parties and the writer
has correctly mentioned that
the "people see no future in
Congress Party.” The Indian
National Congress isnow an
obsolete force and is facing
more titan an existential cri-
sis. Swatninathan S Ankle-
saria Aiyar in his article in
the Times of India correctly
stated. "The Congress needs
toretum to its proud histori-
cal roots. It must proclaim
a return to the secularism
of Gandhi. Nehru and other
stalwarts”. This is more
important at a time when a
political party is emotional-
izing people with religion
which Karl Marx rightly
opines is the "opium for the
masses." while Chanakya
puts it the other way in his
Arthashastra, “Those of av-
erage intelligence see God
only in hissrimurti. but those
of a broad vision see him
everywhere.”
Yours etc.,
V K Lyngdoh,
Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times
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Save our
Water bocﬁes

By Barnes Mamie

When scientists search
for signs of life in other
heavenly bodies, they al-
ways look for signs o fwater.
This is because water is so
essential tolife. Where there
is water, living organisms
are sure lo be found there.
our planet Earth abounds
in water and this is the rea-
son why so much of life
thrives h:re. Evolutionists
believe that the first living
organism started in water
here millons of years ago.
From this simple organism,
evolution of species and the
process of specialion took
placc. Buijustas life started
in water, so too survival of
species depends on it. This is
the reason why we consider
water as sobasic notonly to
us humans but to everything
living on this planet. Plants
and animals need water as
much as we do.

Ironically, while three
fourth of our planet's sur-
face is covered with water,
yet wc are threatened with

fish when wc were children,
now hasbccomeadirty nala
(drain) not fit even to wash
clothes: the vast paddy fields
of Pynthor-umkhrah which
usedto bean immensewater
source, today has been en-
croached upon by concrete
buildings. In fact, wc need
to rethink its name today
becausc it cannot be called
Pynthor-umkhrah anymore
as there are no pynthors
(fields) anymore. It is the
same with Dhankhcti which
in fact means paddy field.
How can the modem genera-
tion understand its meaning
becausc they do not see any
trace of paddy fields any lon-
ger? All this points to the fact
that we in Meghalaya and
shillong in particular, have
lost all regard for Mother
Nature and in our pursuit
of fleeting material well-
being. have destroyed our
own natural environment.
For the material well-being
of one generation wc arc
endangering the survival

I This isbe-
cause the vast oceans contain
highly salinewater which is
not suitable for use by us.
However, fresh and usable
water which are found in
our rivers, lakes, springs
and underground sources,
continue to diminish or to
disappearaltogether becausc
of our irresponsible human
activities. It is pathctic to
see that even in our villages
far from the city, families

have to boy water on a daily
basis. Much of their income
goes to procuring water for
their daily needs. Our state
which abounds in rich for-
estsand throbbing riversand
streams should never suft'er
from shortage of this basic
commodity. The truth in fact

of g to come.
Perhaps the most important
question that this generation
should ask itself is: what
kind of natural environment
dowe want topasson to our
posterity? Is it a placc bereft
ofbeauty and utility that we
want to give them?
Therefore, it is high time
that the government takes
drastic measures to protect
our still existing water bod-
ies. Water bodies like rivers.

streams, lakes, marshes, pad-
dy fields, water catchments
cte, should be safeguarded
at all cost or else we will
surely face a life-threatening
situation, There is an urgent
need to enact a law in the
state to forbid any human
activity that would endanger

“Water bodies should be considered as
reservedproperties o fthe government.

On the other hand, villages could explore
the possibility o fcreating more sacred or
prohibited groves so as to safeguard trees and
plants and above allprotect water sources
found in these places. Random stone and sand
quarrying should be stopped by a Il means
because they affectgroundwater adversely.
Instead only designated places should be

allowedJorsuch economic activ

is that we are cxpericncing
a shortage of water and as
time passes this is becoming
a major crisis. The cattsc of
this is notdifliculttosee. Itis
a problem of our own mak-
ing resulting from human
greed and lossof respect for
Mother Nature. The manner
wc treatour natural environ-
ment  cutting down trees
wantonly, mining unscien-
tifically. quarrying randomly
and encroaching into rivers,
is responsible for the crisis
we face today. |fwe continue
the way we arc doing today
in treating Mother Nature
with scant respect, the next
generation of our people
‘would perish due to shortage
of water.

This brings me to the
main point of discussion,
namely, how we should pro-
tect waterbodies in our state.
It is dephrablc to see how
people in our state destroy
water sources and water
bodies in pursuit of their
economic activities. For
example, the much talked
about Wah Umkhrah and
Umshyrpi which used to
be big, clean and throbbing
rivers years ago. today are
being rccuced to tiny pol-
luted streams; the lively
stream parsing through Ryn-
jah. Lapalang and Umpling
where we used to swim or

such water bodies. Such
a law should apply even
to privately-owned lands
where such water bodies
exist. Water bodies should
be considered as reserved
properties of the govern-
ment. On the other hand,
villages could explore the
possibility of creating more
sacred or prohibited groves
50 as to safeguard trees and
plants and above all pro-
tect water sources found in
these places. Random stone
and sand quarrying should
be stopped by all means
because they affect ground-
wateradversely. Instead only
designated places should be
allowed for such economic
activities.

In the face of dire con-
scquences due to climate
change like rising tempera-
ture and decreasing rainfall,
there is every possibility that
awater crisis is in the ofting.
The day is drawing near
when water may become a
scarce commodity and prob-
ably only the rich would be
able tobuy water. Protecting
water bodies should become
an important mission of the
ruling government. This
needs to be done right now
without any hesitation or
lame cxcusc. Becausc water
islife, therefore this isa nut-
ter of life and death.
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Pension, pressure
UNIONS of government employees in some
states are pressing for restoration of the Old
Pension Scheme (OPS), abolished by the
central government in 2004. It had a defined

benefit (D B) of half the last drawn salary upon
retirement and this continued life-long and the
family would continue getting it even after the
pensioner’s death. OPS was replaced by a con-

tributor)’ pension scheme, named National Pen-
sion System (NPS), under which a cut is made

from salaries of employees during their service
period towards payment o f pension. Both central
and state governments arc bearing huge burdens
in relation to the pension scheme for their staff
—a system that had its origin during the British
period. The changc in the pension scheme was
introduced as part of Reforms by the central

government ?ascd on recommendations from a
ministerial group that found there was a "quan-
tumjump” inthegovernment’s burden related to

pensions after the Fifth Pay Commission report

was implemented.

The Economic Survey of the ccntral govern-
ment in 2004-05 had noted that some 89 per
cent of the people in India lived without any
pension. I lenjin lies the rub. Demand is gaining
ground that there should be massive overhaul of

the pension system in India, and that the aged
and the invalid across the board be brought into

the governmental scheme of monthly pensions
of the order of Rs 10.000 or more. This can be
the basis on which the entire gamut of issues

relating to pensions can be re-considercd and re-
forms introduced in ways that the government's

burden can be reduced. While the Vajpayce-led
NDA government had set the ball rolling in the
early 2000s, the Modi-lcd NDA governments
have not taken the matter forward. At the same
time, some Congress governments in states like
Rajasthan. Chhattisgarh. Himachal Pradesh and
the AAPgovemment of Punjab have reverted the
pension scheme to the old (OPS) format. This
was one promise that the Congress had made to
win the Himachal polls this time. Government

employees in states like Maharashtra. Andhra
Pradesh etc are applying pressure on the govern-

ment to revert to OPS.

Any government would be doing adisservice
to the nation and the cause of Reforms if, on

pressure from the employees, it reverts to the
old system. Good governments function on the
basis of principles; weak leaderships bend to the
will of pressure groups. Selfish leaders go to any

extent to win favours o fsegments of the clcctor-
atc to remain in or grab power. No segment of
the population should be extended favours over

and above what is normally required. The cause
of national growth demands as much.

Can the
Opposition
Parties unite?

Editor.

The rccent election held
in Meghalaya his proven to
be amongst the messiest and
most chaotic ckction in the
history of the State. It was
evident that the NPP would
be forming the government
with the suppon ofother par-
ties and although it seemed
at first that the other parlies
were trying to findacommon
ground to form the govern-
ment, the reccnl support by
the PDF and the UDP to the
NPP and its allies has made
it clear where their interests
lie. Therefore, what has hap-
pened and what will happen
with these parties cannot
change and NPi* without a
doubt will fonn the govern-
ment for the next 5 years
and it needs to be a strong
government. Ho.vever, other
than a strong government,
what the state also needs
is a strong Opposition, an
Opposition that will not
just sit silently, but will also
raise questions and hold the
government accountable.
As Quoted by the famous
American short story writer

Ambrose Gwinnett Bierce
"0

"Do notpray to be seen
by peopte... But whenyou
pray, go intoyour inner
room, shutyour door,
andpray toyour Father.
who is unseen.., *
(Adapted from the Bible).

This writer docs not usu-
ally take refuge in any scrip-
ture becausc you will never
win an argument by quoting
holy books. There will be
others who will use other
verses to disprove you. An
argument can go on end-
lessly. However, this time is
an exception. On March 7
before the swearing in cer-
emony the cabinet ministers
were seen praying in the
chamber ofthe chicf minister
officiated by the Archbishop
ofshillong. Later in the day.
purportedly after the inaugu-
ral function, the MLAs too
were prayed over by a pastor
before they assumed oflice.

This is a repeal of 2018
when religious leaders were
also invited tobless the new-
ly elected legislators. The
intention of this exercise is
o make a show before the
media and the public. They
were widely circulated on
social media soon after the
display. If the ministers and
MLAs arc so devout and
religious why didn't they
go to any church in the city
to implore God's guidance
prior tooccupying theirchair
of responsibility? There arc
enough places of worship
in the capital city and in
the whole state. Let public
offices remain completely
secular. The hosts (ministers
and MLAs) and invitees
(religious leaders) do not
understand the serious impli-
cations of such an act.

The state has a mixed
population. It is true Chris-
tians arc the majority. But
there are also followers of
Niamtre. adherents of Niam
Khasi and other indigenous
religions, Muslims, Hindus
and others. They arc also
equally important Why
invite only Christian leaders?
What about non-Christians?
They also havejust voted for
the same representatives in
thejust concluded elections
on February 27. Religion
was nota consideration when
they cast their vote. Their
votes were also tallied along
with all others on March 2.
Then why were their votes
‘Christianised’ on February
77 This is completely in-
sensitive to their sentiments.
That Christians arca majority
in this hill state is precisely
the point. As wc will see be-
low majoritarianism is wrong
and exhibition of it is very
dangerous. Just bccausc we
arcamajority docs not mean
we have to disregard other
faiths. Tomorrowother forms

ous issues against the Modi

: In politics is
the party that restrains the
government from violent in-
sanity, undercutting its ham-
strings.” It is a must for the
Opposition roensure that the
ruling party will not make
mistakes or make laws that
favour their own interests.
The Opposition also needs to
be strong as they arc equally
responsible in upholding the
best interests of the people
of the country. Similarly,
the current set of MLASs in
the Opposition who belong
to different political par-
ties need to find a common
ground and work together
by transcending their selfish
interests and instead stand
against the government as a
strong and (inn Opposition.
Only thenwill the state tmly
experience democracy.
Your etc.,
Reakor Shisha Kharkrang
Upper Shillong

Criticising
India on’
foreign soil

Editor,

While speaking in Cam-
bridge (UK swholchcartedly
expressed his views on vari-

mment. This is not the
first time that he had spoken
on the foreign land against
the government. Itiscxpect-
cd that he should learn from
Jawaharlal Nehru. India's
first Prime Minister who first
crafted the foreign policy of
India which is continuing till
date withslight modification
to keep with the times.
Nehru founded the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
along with Marshal Tito
and Anwar Sadaat where
over a hundred countries
joined in. At the time Nehru
was at the cpi-ccnter of all
international developments.
Earlier wc were proud of
Nehru and now we have the
same feelings for PM Modi.
Whether it is Putin or Bidcn
or Macron all arc speaking
in praise of Modi for his
foreign policy. Even Imran
Khan speaks highly o f Modi
and his foreign policy. Dur-
ing the Ukraine war which
is still going on there was
tremendous pressure on In-
dia not to purchase Russian
oil and not to make payment
in roubles but India adopted
it's own foreign policy and
purchased oil from Russia
and also made payment in
rouble;!. India ir.a member
of two QUADs where in

By Albert Thymiang

ofprayersmay be performed
in the CM's residence. Raj
Bhavan. Secretariat, Assem-
bly House.ctc. What will we
say then? Wc have to accept
it graccfully.

"Concerned with chargcs
of corruption against the
MDA government, in May
last year the church initiated
the assembly of political
leaders (the first of its kind)
to ensure that a corruption-
free government is installed
post elections The NPP that
led the ‘corrupt’ government
did not even care to attend
the meeting. Sul soon after
the elections thechurch hur-
ried to showers its blessings
on exactly the same govern-
ment. It has now purified all
ofits previouswrong doings.
| don't think, proceeding
or subscquen to the ritual,
the ministers were chided
for their "guilt’ while in the
previous government.

Weare falling into the trap
of the BJP. RSS and cohorts
who arc ‘saftronising' the
country’s imtitutions and
the whole landscape of this
nation. Sincc 2014 the brand
ofpolitics ha* been towards
the direction ofestablishing
a Hindu Rashtra (Hindu na-
tion). Hindutva politics is
on the rise from the date the
BJP gained power. Violence
against and hostility to mi-
norities, equating national-
ism to Hindi nationalism,
bringing in ?ro-Hindutva
laws and policies like strin-
gent anti-cowslaughter acts,
ant-conversicn laws, CAA
and now the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), has been the
narrative. Granted state
support, righi wing groups
have been taking the law
into their own hands against
the so-called violators in the
name of gau raksha (cow
protection) and prevention of
Hindus from conversion. The

used as a tool to spread the
Hindu nationalistic agenda.
Higher education is the main
target remodelling it to re-
store India's (Hindu) glori-
ous past. Saffronisation is
fast happening. Scholars
and intellectuals linked with
the RSS and its ideology arc
appointed in educational
and cultural institutions at
the Centre and in BJP-micd
states. Cultural heads and
vice-chancellors with RSS
background arc appointed
in the Central and the state-
run universities. Through
education safTronisation will
permeate toother democratic
institutions and toevery walk
of life.

Today political institu-
tions like those of the Presi-
dent of India, that of the
Prime Minister and Gover-
nors arc occupicd by former
RSS pracharaks or those
subscribing to its philosophy.
Even theludiciary, including
the highest, is feared to be
saflroniscd. A commenta-
tor writes, "...every unilat-
eral act passed by parlia-
ment which was against any
community had the backing
of Supreme Court of India
which has become highly
saflroniscd.”

The RSS militant desire
is to spread Hindu-first ide-
ology all over India. To it
minority Muslims and Chris-
tians should accept that India
isa nation of Hindus. It even
pushes them to ‘re-convert’
to Hinduism. Even if they
don't they should live in
subservience to the majority.
The dogma expounded by
MS Golwalkar in branding
Muslims. Christians and
Communists (in 'Bunch of
Thoughts’) as internal threats
is continuing today as well.
Though the Indian consti-
tution is sccular in theory
Hindu majoritarianism and
KIP'saiilhorilariankm is tri-

erth

ohjwtivA is to ev-
eryone in nation
into accepting the Hindutva
ideology.

Wc have heard RSS Chief
Mohan Bhajiwai multiple
times asserting that all Indi-
ans living in the country arc
Hindus by DIM. He even
made the claim in Shillong
declaring, qtitc explicitly
that Niam Khasi and Niamtre
arc within Einduism and
hence Christians, converts
from the two indigenous
religions, arc Hindus by
default. No one made a hue
andcry.

Education is the first tar-
get of saffronisation. Text-
books arc saffroniscd. The
New Education Policy has
the stamp of safTronisation.
The lengthy NEP will be

addition to India and USA
other countries arc Japan
Australia and UAE. This
year the G Z1and Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) conferences will be
held in India. Moreover. In-
dia i likely toenter into the
G7 groupofeountrieswhich
will be a big morale booster
in foreign po icy.

When the USA was leav-
ing Afghanistan there was
extreme pressure on India to
send its army to that country
but India refused todo soand
rather helped that country
financially aid also for its
infrastructure developments

Recently when therc was
financial tunnoil in Sri Lan-
ka India assisted that coun-
try. How India is pursuing a
fx*and independent foreign
policy will Ik cleared with
one more cximple. Due to
the Ukraine war thcrc was
a shortage of wheat in the
world market Indi d

values. To many, Muslims,
Christians and Dalits will be
further marginalized in the
current environment.

Wc have no more right
to protest against saflronisa-
tionand majoritarianism. We
can’t counter the Hindutva
agenda any longer becausc
we ourselves arc guilty ofa
different kind of fundamen-
talist attitude. The state gov-
ermment which is supposed
o be sccular invites only
leaders of the majority faith
to pray over its ministers and
lawmakerswithout consider-
ation for other minorities. We
arc doing cxactly what the
RSS and BJP expounds. Our
tonguesarc now tied and our
mouths arc shut. Tomorrow

by India but government
did not care about itand fol-
lowed a free and independent
foreign policy. This is the
strength of India irrespective
of which party is in power
foreign policy is a continu-
ous proccss.

Rahul Gandhi always
speaks against the present
government on the issue of
China but he should keep
in mind the views of previ-
ous dignitaries also. While
paying tribute to Vajpayee,
TMC leader Derrick O’Brien
shared an anecdote about
how Vajpayee did not ask a
question in the parliament
relating to China bccausc
the Prime Minister had re-
quested him nottodo so. ‘the
question could have hurt the
national interest o fIndiaand
personal standing of Prime
Minister Nehru bccausc
the Chinese premier was in
India at that time. O'Brien
said thatall parli (

wheat to many countries
but when reports came in
that due to climatc change
as well as due to floods in
various pans of the country
there arc chances of fall
in wheat production in the
country then immediately a
ban was imposed on export
of wheat Though there War.
criticism of ihis step taken

and leaders should Icam a
lesson front this behavior of
Vajpayeeji.

Even Nehru while intro-
ducing Vajpayee to foreign
dignitaries said, “One day
that young man will become
the Prime Minister of India,
and his prediction came
true. Just a few day:; ago
Law Minister. Kiren Rijiju

[ ]

1
the chicf minister may well
invite traditional priests,
gurus or Muslim preachers
to perform the rites.

Where will itend? Secu-
larism is the best. It is not
anti-religion. It is impartial
to any religion. It treats ev-
eryone equally. It docs not
offend anyone. Wc have
to preserve it especially in
Meghalaya. Let no public
prayer ofany fonn take place
in the CM's residence or the
secretariat or in any public
ofticc!

Hie swearing in ceremony
of the chief minister and his
cabinet was graced by Prime
Minister, Narcndra Modi and
Home Minister, Amit Shah.
The BIP president, Jagat
Prakash Nadda was also on
the dais. Why was he given
such importance though he
does not Itold any high public
oflice? Itiecrystal clear now
that the attendance of the PM
and HM was anabsolutionto
the ‘crimc’ ofthe MDA gov-
emment in being the ‘most
corrupt government in India.”
It was a cleansing ceremony
presided over by the chicf
executive ofthe country. The
BJP later confirms that the
allegations of corruption arc
only a tactic to fool voters.
Let no one believe the BIP
henceforth.

The U-tum of the UDP
and other regional parties
too is not difficult to read.
It needs courage, convic-
tion and capability to be in
the Opposition. The ‘Hyn-
niewtrep* parties have no
guts to be in the opposition
bocausc they were in govern-
ment for the last five years.
If they were to join the op-
position what will they attack
the government on? They
were a party to the alleged
irregularities. Probably only
Paul Lyngdoh is capable of
taking on the government.
But he was in favourofbeing
in government at tix* outset.
So the easiest way out wasto
be in power again.

The current Assembly
will miss the services of
some losers. Had the likes of
AngelaRangad, Avncr Pariat
and Mayborn Lyngdoh won.
the House would have ben-
cfittcd much more. Purely
as legislators these losers arc
much belter than thewinners
in their respective constitu-
encies. Our democracy is
imporfcct. We still have a
long way to go. Capability
is not the upper most con-
sideration while electing our
leaders. The best bet would
have been that everyone in
the Legislative Assembly
is a secularist for there is
absolutely no alternative to
asccular India.

informed that he was also
advised by Prime Minister,
Dr Manmohan Singh at one
time not to raise the sensi-
tive issue of China in par-
liament. The Law Minister
further informed that Pranab
Mukhcrjec had also advised
Lai Krishna Advani not to
raise the sensitive issue of
China in parliament and
accordingly Advani did not
raise the matter. So the ques-
tion tint arises is that when
Nehru. Vajpayee. Dr Man-
mohan Singh and Pranab
Mukhcijec did not raise the
sensitive issues vis-a-vis
China then what is the need
for political parties to have
discussions in parliament on
such diplomatically sensi-
tive matters, only. It would
have been better if they
had followed the previous
traditions. Rahul Gandhi
should refrain from criticis-
ing the present Government
on foreign land and should
participate in parliament
discussions instead.
ours ctc.,
Yash Pal Ralhan.
Via email
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Bob’s Banter

By Robert Clements

Pcegatc and
Its Repercussions..!

With three distasteful
incidents of fellow country-
men peeing on their fellow
passengers while flying. |
should have been a little
more prepared before 1ven-
tured on my air travel. The
dctcrminalion the airlines
now have in controlling
the uncontrolled bladders
of Indians while airborne,
was not something |°d been
warned about.

The wife was the first to
wave me goodbye with just
one hand, the other earned
a parting Sift for me. "You
know | cai’t take any eats
onboard!” | said good hu-
morcdly. while hugging her
for her sudden show of love.
“It's not cats!” she hissed.

“But diapers!”

| accepted the packet
hastily, and ran to my wait-
ing car, where | found the
driver el not put on the
air-conditioncr yet. “ Whai's
with you?" | asked angrily.
“You know | like a cool in-
terior when | stepin?”

“Not when you're fly-
ing sir," said the driver and
looking at me sincerely, "it
increases tfic urge to go to
the bathroom! And if you
do what that Mishra fellow
did. you will lose yourjob.
and 1also *von't have ajob!
In fact, please tell pilot sa-
hib to put ofl' the AC in the
aircraft!”

| didn’Isay anything as|
clutched my bago fpampers,
and it didn’t help matters
when while getting off at
the airpori. | intentionally
left the packet in the car.
but as | reached the security
at the entrance heard the
distinct, horrible nasal tone
of my driver, shouting just
behind me. “Sir. your pam-
pers sirl”

The man at ti>cgate spoke
into his phone while looking
atmeand telltale packet, and
I knew intuitively | was a
marked msn.

"Sir.” said the pretty lady
at the conntcr. scowling
while she looked at me. “ If
youarc carrying your certifi-
cate with you then you can
skip the test!”

"What certificate, what
test?" | sgiealcd. looking at
my watch.

“It’sa mandatory eye test
sir. to see whether you can
differentiate between a toilet
anda passtnger!”

“Ofcourse 1can,” | said.
“You think I'm blind?"

"Sir. thirc’s no need to
be rude. It’ just to sec that
others next to you arc not
inconvenienced during the
flight, Step this way sir!”

“What is this?" asked
a man who suddenly ap-
peared. sitting next to her.

“1 don't understand.” |
said.

“Sec. apotential flying
hazard!” said the pretty girl
at the counicr. “ That sir. is a
man. and in the plane a man
orwoman could be your co-
passenger!”

“1 am not your toilet!”
said the same man.

“Ofcounsc | know that!"
| said. “ You don't look any-
thing like a toilet!”

The girl at the chcek-in
counter and the man mas-
querading asa toilet, nodded
and told me | could board
the flight. 1heaved a sigh of
relief, and ihankcd my lucky
stars my eyesight was good
enough to make out dif-
ferences between a human
being and atoilet. | decided
to phone my ophthalmolo-
gist and coigratulatc himon
keeping my eyes in perfect
condition. 1 pulled out my
phone, when | heard a voice
next to mesaying. “ Don't!"

“Why?" | asked the man
next to m; in the waiting
area.

‘That little bit of radia-
tion from your phone could
excite your bladder!”

| nodded at his wisdom,
and kept the phone back in
my pocket, my sympathies
now with three men who
had emptied themselves,
realizing in all probability
they had been in situations
beyond their control that
had put them innocently into
theact o funbuttoning them-
selves in a non-pccing area.
“Maybe it was radiation
not the liquor!” | thought to
myself.

The cabins were dimly
lit as the other passengers
and | were herded into the
aircraft. 1glanced happily at
the liquor cabinet on my way
to my scat, which glance
was duly noted by the grim

airhostess at the counter.

"Hello!” | said to the
American lady next to my
scat, who let out a scream,
one. which made the pilot
and copilot rush out of the
cockpit down the aisle and
pin me to my scat.“ Did he?"
asked the co-pilot.

“I'm not sure," said the
lady, touching her scat.

“Look," | said, trying to
get out of the pilot’s Firm
grasp. “All | said was hel-
lo!"

“Can | call your wife
on your phone?" asked the
pilot.

"Sure." 1said, dialing
her number and giving the
phone to him. "Hello!" said
the pilot, “This is the pilot
speaking. “Is everything
alright?" asked my wife. 1
hope heiis using the pampers
| gave him. Please don’t
arrest him sir, he's a good
man, and doesn’t normally
do things like this!”

“Ahal” said the pilot as
he switched off the phone
and looked at me, “are you
wearing the pampers?"

"I don’t need them!” |
shouted shrilly, “she was
justbeingsilly by telling me
to wear them on the flight.
1don’t even know how to
wear them!"

"And. where arc they?"
asked the pilot.

| checked them in with
my baggage!” | said looking
at my feet.

“We’ll have to offload
you and your baggage!”
said the pilot, “ Ladies and
gentleman, wc have man-
aged to nip another Pccgate
in it's bud. | am sure you all
won't mind dicsmalldclay!”
I heard the people clap, and
the lady who 1was supposed
tosit next tosay, "Better safe
than sorry!”

The family was at the
door, when 1reached home,
“No dad. they arc not filing
a case, because you hadn't
yet committed the crime!
But can you imagine if you
had, we would all have had
to go into hiding. | would
have lost myjob!”

"Why was | targeted?" |
yelled in utter dismay curs-
ing my three countrymen
who couldn't hold their
drinks and bladder and then
laugh bitterly as 1hear actor
Satish Shah retort to the rac-
ists in Heathrow airport, who
had whispered, “how can
they afford 1st class?*

"Bccausc wc are Indi-
ans”. replied Shalt, "bccausc
we arc Indians”

“True!” | say bitterly.
"Very true!”

I shake my head inshame
as | heard my wife ask.“ You
think we should buy these
pampers wholesale? Now
thatyou’ve been blacklisted,
the train journeys are much
longer. You may need more
of them..I”

(The Author conducts an
Online Writers Course. For
more details contact hintan
WhatsApp 9892572883).
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road map for Meghalaya’s
A ducation rel‘eogr y

“Until we getequality in education, we wonV
have an equal society. "
— Sonia Sotomayor

The Shillong Times
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Film scene in Meghalaya

THE first ever Meghalaya International Film
Festival (M IFF) was inaugurated on March 14.
ChiefMinister Conrad Sangma was to inaugu-
rate the event but called off at the last minute.
Minister for Arts & Culture and Tourism, Paul
Lyngdoh had to do the honours. The presence
ofseveral noted film makers from Mumbai and
award winning actors like Adil Hussain and
Sanjay Suri and renowned directors like Onir
and Amar Kaushik added its own sheen to the
general ambience at the SosoTham auditorium.
I lostcd by the Meghalaya Film Makers Associa-
tion (McFilM A) theevent however exposed the
lack o fcamaraderie and cooperation among the
local film makers. Well known film directors
who have won acclaim nationally and interna-
tionally such as Pradip Kurbah and Dominic
Sangma among others were conspicuous by
their absence. Clearly the spiritofinclusiveness
is missing here.

Commander Shangpliang, a journalist cum
filmmaker who is the mover and shaker of the
MeFILMA broached the topic of a film policy
for the State. This is no easy matter and unless
all the stakeholders thrash out issues together
the film policy will becomcjust another piece of
paper in the files of the Information and Public
Relations files. In Meghalaya the congenital
problem is that there is no public consultation
on matters of public interest. On the contrary
consultants will be used to write out a policy
without understanding the nuances of the local
cultures and sensitivities.

Minister forArts and Culture & Tourism had
in his inaugural speech stated that Meghalaya
will becomc the destination for film makers
which will inturn make the state a one-stop shop
for film tourism. There is however the case of
the local filmmakers who suffer from want of
cinema halls or multiplexes where locally made
films would be exempted from entertainment
tax. The number of film makers is growing
but the question arises about the quality of the
films produced. Will they qualify to compete at
national film festivals and competitions? Noted
actorAdil Hussain made a ferventappeal to film
makers to raise the standard o f film making and
not produce trashy films in a hurry which he
compared to consuming fast food which has
impacts huiran health. True many local films
have been produced and shown in cinema halls
but do these films actually send any message to
the audience? Do they bring about behavioral
change? Do :hey look at issues that afflict sec-
tions of the socicty or are they all about one
genre - romance? Why are there so few docu-
mentaries produced in and from Meghalaya?
These are questions that need to be intensely
deliberated.

come up with a more aes-
thetically pleasing low wall
using locally sourced stones
with the upper portion de-
signed in such away that the
building is visible from the
outside. Sad indeed to say
the least.

Shillong’s
dwindling
walkways &
views

Editor.
: If this trend continues, all
Walking along Shillong’s .
tourist spots in Shill
streets used 10be a pleasure. |1, rn g o 1O OTd

like Ward's Lake and Gol-
flink will soon have walls
around them too.

Perhaps it is time that
the slate government sots
up something like the Delhi
Urban Art Commission that
would look into the overall

Views of surrotnding hills,
forests, valleys, and mean-
deringstreams providea rich
experience. Today, we arc
shutting out tha view com-
pletely. Ihe vas majorityof
streets, lanes, and alleyways

are congested with vehicles,
and hoardings, high walls,
banners or buildings are
now obstructing the view of
the city.

Take the instance of
Shillong Club an iconic
structure pleasing to theeyes
and heritage in nature. Sadly
this too is now bringblocked
out by a horrendous high
brick wall under construc-
tion. The wall is being con-
structed with a otal lack of
taste and aesthetics. Wonder
who has decidedon this high
wall to desecrate this iconic
public building. There was
a hedge through which the
structure could be viewed
by the public, but sadly the
inheritors of the club felt it
wise to block it out from the
public view entirely.

Shillong Club will now
continue to be a gated club
only to be seen and enjoyed
by the club members and
their families. At least the
present managers should
have, out of respect to the
original m'atms of this rinh
and the beauty of the city.

aesthetic beauty of the city,
including landscaping and
preservation of the remain-
ing green spaccsand heritage
structures in the city.

If no action is taken,
this beautiful hill town of
Shillong will soon be like
any other city in India, and
we will solely be responsible
forit.

Yours ctc..
Emica Nongkynrih,
Via email

Let’s get
rid of self-
righteousness

Ediitor,

As the saying goes " it
takes two to tango.” so too
when we speak of a corrupt
institution, wc need to under-
stand that the fault lies not
only with those in authority,
but the others arcaswell cul-
pable. In factin my last letter.
1 have pointed out this reality
:ind in the conclusion 1 have
emphasized that the respon-

Thc new education min-
ister of MDA 2.0 Rakkam
Sangma. is relatively a new
entrant to state politics. His
first press statement after as-
suming office indicates his
focus is going to be on ush-
ering in a paradigm shift in
the state education scenario.
As one who has travelled
the road Sangma promises
to take. 1wish to share my
thoughts on the humongous
task that lies ahead of the new
minister and suggest possible
ways out.

When | was handling the
portfolioofHigherand Tech-
nical Education in 2008-
2009. | had the opportunity
to have a closer look at the
way the system works. It
did not take me too long to
realise that the Department,
in spite of having efficient
officers, was stagnating for
want of fresh ideas and ini-
tiative. Our first task was to
engage the stakeholders for
formulating a comprehensive
Education Policy. Thatit was
the first such exercise in the
last fifty years tells the story
of how Education suffered
due to alarming indifference
at the top.

Wc also undertook a tour
of the length and breadth of
the statc-—-another first for
the state—to sec for our-
selves the state of our gov-
emmentschools. Ihcse tours
were a veritable eye-opener.
ITic deplorable conditions of
the institutions spoke of the
official apathy at all levels.
Institution after institution
were caught inabind. Dilapi-
dated class rooms, leaking
roofs, sorry state of toilets
and the absence of girls’
toilets, lack of inspection.
inter alia, caused me and
the accompanying officials
unmitigated embarrassment.
Thelong andshort ofit is that
barring releasingsalary tothe
staff, the system had almost
becomc dysfunctional.

To refurbish the sccnc is
a daunting task. Only bold
and radical steps can lead
to a coursc correction. The
question is: Arc wc up for
it? In my considered view, it
cannot be left entirely at the
doorstep of the government.
Ihc thinkers, policy makers
and the political class ought
toget their act together. There
has to be a fresh beginning
bearing in mind the stark
challenges of today. Megha-
laya will continue to falter in
today's business with yester-
day’s technology. Wenced to
think out of the box.

In this backdrop. | venture
to oiler my road map for a
long-term approach towards

sibility lies in us the voters.
However, someone had not
read the conclusion well and
made a prejudiced conclu-
sion. In politics, especially in
oour country, a corrupt system
is the making of both politi-
cians and the voters. Let me
explain myself. Wc voters
arc culpable of abetting cor-
ruption either directly or
indirectly. Indirectly, wc en-
courage corruption when we
remain silent or do nothing
about it. This is typical ofour
state where citizens debate
boisterously on corruption at
home, but arc afraid to come
out in the open. In Khasi wc
have a saying for this "ksan
rympci rent dorbar” (victors
at home but losers outdoors).
Directly, wc patronize cor-
ruption when wc. as voters,
continue to vote for the so-
callcd *"corrupt” politicians
and parties.
1 do not intend tocondone
any conrupt government, as
someone had misread and
misinterpreted my last let-
ter. but what 1want to say is
that it is wrong to point an
accusing finger only at our
politicians or government.
W, the public and the vot-
ers in every election, arc
equally culpable. In the just
concluded election, wc all
know how many voters have
been bought by money and
they have given their votes
tothe highest bidders. We are
also aware that parties and
individual candidates have
shelled out a huge amount
of money for the purpose of
wooing the voters. It is well
known too that in rural areas,
candidates have to provide
free liquor and food for the

By Manus Chaudhuri

Education reforms in Me-

ghalaya:

Radical change in
teachcers'training

To say that tcachcrs arc
the most critical factor in
the chain is like stressing the
obvious. Everybody realises
that in their hinds lie the fu-
ture of our nevt generations.
These tcachcrc then, need to
be accorded mining in mod-
em methodologies. Delhi is
a perfect ex;mpic of how
school education can be re-
formed throuch quality train-
ing. The Delhi government
initially sent 350 cherry-
picked tcache's for an effec-
tive training to a university
in Gujarat set up for training
teachers. And the rest is his-
tory. Meghalaya must follow
suit. Let us concede that it’s
not ministers or bureaucrats
but essentially the teachers
who can make the critical
difference. Our state should
identify promising young
serving teachesas well as the
young aspirants who seek to
make teaching their passion,
and send then for such ad-
vanced training. This should
becomc an amual exercise,
preferably state sponsored.
When we have a trained and
motivated lotoftcachcrs. half
the battle will be over. No
doubt, such crucial reform
can only show results over a
long period.

Cash-strapped
government

The state government has
been caught n a perpetual
funds crunch Almost 90%
ofthe department’s budget is
guzzled up by the fat salary
bill, leaving no elbow room
for infrastructure develop-
ment. Obvionsly, the state
needs to find alternate means
for supporting the system.
| strongly recommend that
we impose an “Education
Tax" to mobilise resources.
Deducted at source, the state
may levy 5% from the sala-
ricsofministers. MLAS.gov-
ernment officers and staff,
as also deduct from the pay-
ments made to contractors,
suppliers or service provid-
ers. MLA furds could also
come under its ambit.

On a thurt> rule calcula-
tion. pegging the annual
government expenditure at
Rs 6000 crorc. a flat 5%
deduction on all government
transactions will accrue to no
less than Rs 350 crorc annu-
ally. This modest kitty can
have a multiplier effect, if
utilized solely to bag myriad
central projccis on the 90:10

voters on election day. In this
case, are vot;rs not guilty
of corruption in as much
as they have voted ccrtain
candidates on the basis of
monetary benefits that they
have received?

A very popular saying
among the public in ourstate
is“ candidates nave spenta lot
of their money in elections
therefore the* will have to
make up for it when they
come to power." Now if the
voters have not bencfittcd
from such free distributions,
then they havethe moral right
to question and accuse the
government, tut if they have
bencfitted from them, then |
am afraid theyhave no moral
right to do so. lesus’ words
arc very poignant here, "how
can you remove a speck in
yourbrothcr'scyc when there
isa log in your own eye.”

Above all, our people
continue to seek favours
and monetaryaid from their
MLAs and M X 'S even after
the elections thus forcing
these politicians to resort to
conniption in order to make
up for their bsses. This is
a vicious cycle that we are
perpetuating. In conclusion
1would say, before wc point
an accusing fiager at anyone,
let us look at ourselves first.
Havewc actce as responsible
and upright citizens? Let us
stop being selfrighteous and
act justly, honestly and re-
sponsibly in tlv next election.
Rememberwh« Gandhiji has
rightly said. Be the changc
that you wan to see in the
world”

ours ctc.,
Barms Mawrie vdh.
Via email

cration for the local degree
holders. To what extent has
this impacted the school edu-
cation is hard toquantify. All
the same, going by the level
of general performance of
tribal students in all India
competitive examinations,
it will become apparent that
the system has left much to
be desired. The decade-long
drought of local tribal stu-
dents’ inability to crack the
UPSC examination is a glar-
ing case in point. The reccnt
hue and cry over introduction
ofCUET underlines the point
I am tiying to make.

It is my conviction that
nothing will change unless
we muster courage to break

iestereotype. In this context,

would stick my ncck out to
suggest that when it comes to
recruitment of teachers, the
Reservation Policy needsa re-
visit. With aview toanracting
fresh talents to the profession,
let Ucic be 50% loci vaiiou
for the local tribal candidates
while the remaining half be
picked on merit alone. | am
aware that the issue might
raise hacklesamong the vota-
ries of status quo. It may also
sound politically incorrect,
but isn't that an investment
on our children? Perhaps, it
would also offset the propen-
sity for spending lime and
money on private tuitionsand
coaching classes.

Attract investment
from outside

ratio. Indeed, Rs 300 crorc
can multiply into projects
worth Rs 2.700 crorc for
infrastructure development
at the school level. It is for
everybody to sec that our
school going children de-
serve playgrounds. stadiums,
libraries, better classrooms
and furniture, besides ex-
posure to digital education
facilities, not to speak of
learning music and honing
the sports skills latent in our
youth. They arc missing out
on these fundamental ameni-
ties sincc the state is simply
unable to provide them!

| believe no right-thinkiny
personwill mind making this
small sacrifice for the sake of
our children. Obviously, it
would require a huge political
will, not to speak of societal
pressure.

Wanted Education

Scrvice cadre

Th)cadministrativeedifice
for overseeing the education
scctor needs to be revitalized
bycreatingancxclusivecadre
ofofficers under” Meghalaya
Education Service” along the
lines of the civil services,
judicial scrvice and the like.
This singular step should be
able toattract talents seeking
to make an administrative
carccr in this scctor. Like all
other cadres, there should be
a process in place for eligi- | yeghalaya has to be-
bility tests. Once the cadre ;¢ the one-stop education
is created, there should be " the state will have to
better continuity of poli-  ¢rca1ca conducive climate for
cies and programmes with @ - ayacting investments from
dedicated IAS ofliccr at the  gpside, If education has to
19901 eDyaMId 00VerSe2  hrive, here has 10 be com-

he syster petition for better education
opportunities at the doorstep.
What better than inviting the

In this country, there is g players to invest in Me-
something rotten about the  gnajaya and making Shillong
government and  Zone-stopk ityof
Meghalaya is No cXcoption. e sub-continent.
The government-runschools | amsanguine that none of
by and latgc have been on a  these propositions will work

Let 's lease out
Government school*

Rishtpe
therg

By Der

Ajay Banga’s appoint-
ment as president of the
World Bank is an inspired,
off-thc-bejten-path choice
that needs to be commend-
ed. A corporate veteran, a
capablc administrator and
decisive leader, the former
global head of Mastercard, a
man equaly at home in the
developed West and the de-
veloping landscape of India
and the Global South. Banga
will bring an unusual lustre
to thejob.

As Bariga’s country of
birth, we need to ponder
why people with a profes-
sional background suchas his
don't make it to ministerial
or government positions in
India, cxcept as a very, very
rare cxcepiion. This is not a
problem limited to one gov-
ernment orcra. but it needsto
be said tha. even the 56-inch
Union government has. over

the past eight years, hardly
experimented with outside
talent. When it has brought in
non-politidans, it has tended
to favour retired bureau-
crats or party historians cum
When she camc

downhill racc and there is prepar
no plausible remedy. The ourselves in the mirror. The
teacher: student ratio and  pottom line is: For heralding
the return on investment  rclorms. wc need to have all
arc hugely disproportion-  stakeholders aboard. Parents,
ate. Therefore, it's a fit case  tcachers. bureavcrats, opin-
that these schools should be  jon makers, pressure groups
leased out in a phased man-  and the political class must
ner to private bodies on a be on the same wavelength.
win-win formula. Only those  Meghalaya has to redeem
having proven a track record,  herself merely for the sake of
local or otherwise, should be  enabling her children. If wc
allowed to make a bid. fail tosee the writings on the
Recruitment of teachers  wall, we will be letting our
Ifwcare honest with our-  children down. There is no
selves. we will concede that — soft option.
teaching cannot be another  (The author is theformer
job per se. During the last  Higher Education Minister
fifty years, recruitment of of Meghalaya. He can he
teachcrs has been driven  reached at manas9chaud-
largely by employment gen-  hurKagmuil. com)

m W al

As all of us arc aware,
various programmes arc go-
ing on in conncction with the
G20 conference and it is the
moral duty of each citizen
For the last two days par-  that no wrong message goes
liament hits been at a stand-  outside the country. In this
still and continuous ruckusis  conncction it is alsocxpected
going on. Karnataka assem- from Rahul Gandhi that his
bly elections will be heldnext  utterances on foreign soil
month and due tothis reason  should not tamish the image
all political partieswill try to  of the country.
take advantage ofthis pande-  There should not be any
monium without taking into  damage to the social fabric
consideration the economic  of the country. Mow strong
situation through which the  this social fabric is among

Parliament at a
standstill

Editor.

to oflicc as Chief Minister
in 2011, Mamata Bancrjce
thought ou of the box and
made economist Amit Mitra
finance' minister of West
Bengal. 1wish we had more
suchexamplesinourcountry.
1wish Ajay Banga were serv-
ing in New Delhi, rather than
in Washington. DC.

To pul tic record straight,
my interestand pride in Ban-
ga'sachievement is personal.

(SIX)

rson for
ht job

0'Bri

talent, and so it proved -
Univ topper in Delhi, topper
at1IM Ahmedabad. We next
met when | was in HTA in
Kolkata and Nestle was a
client. In 1992. when 1 re-
turned to Delhi. Pizza Hut
was looking fora marketing
head. They didn't need to
look beyond Ajay. His rise
was mctcoric - Citibank.
Mastercard. London, then
New York ..."

What can | add about
Ajay that is not already
known? Despite a high-
pressurejob. he isamazingly
grounded. His wife and 1IM
contemporary Ritu (Gocl)
~ a top pro in consumer re-
search - treat cach other as
equals. Through the years,
they've made aspecial effort
to create family time and
have brought up two lovely
daughters. Last year, | was
invited tothe wedding ofone

of the Banga girls. Kolkata
puchkas were on a wedding
menuin New York -a lovely
thankyou tothe city that still
means so much to Ajay and
his family.

Ajay's leadership comcs
with an integrity tint com-
mands respect. In the af-
termath ot V I1. his then
employer - Citibank - was
concerned about his safety.
After all he was a brown-
skinned man in a turban at
a time when accusations
of racial profiling and even
stray attacks on those who
“looked different" were
unfortunately not unknown.
Ajay was offered a private

As Banga's country o fbirtli. we need lo ponder
whypeople with a professional background
such as his don t make it to ministerial or

govemmentpositions in

India, exceptasa very,

very rare exception. This is notaproblem
limited to onegovernmentor era, but it needs to
Pesaid that even the 56-inch Union
government has. over the past eigltlyears,
hardly experimented with outside talent.

He has beena close friend for
over 30 years, and he was a
key figure inmy professional
journey. In 1988, Nestle hired
me to conduct the Maggi
School Quk. I hada full-time
job in an ad agency and the
school qui* was a weekend
affair. Then the new Nestle
branch manager invited me
to his offic: and put forward

country is passing. It was
predicted six monthsago that  various faiths is very much
recession will comc in from evident from the election
the month of March and the  results of the North Eastern
same is proving correct as  States,

two banks in the USA had de- Once when Indira Gandhi
clared themselves insolvent. was on a visit to a foreign
With this reasoning bank-  country, a correspondent
ing shares had been drasti- asked her some controversial
cally downgraded. Duetothe questions about the Leader
banking crises inthe USA Ihc  of the Opposition Party then.

a new pre : “Why
arc you doing quizzes only
on the weekend for us? Why
not quizzes in schools during
school hours? Why not quiz-
zes Monday to Saturday?"

He was showing ambi-
tion to take the Maggi Quiz
deeper into district towns,
well beyond the big city. He
wasclear h: wanted to lie the

entire banking scctor will be  |ndira Gandhi i
adversely impacted. replied that it was an internal
In 2008 when therewasa  matter of the country. Rahul
recession, our country faced -~ Gandhi should also follow
that situation very boldly. Indira Gandhi in matters
Even PM Manmohan Singh  concerning the country.
satirically asked the USA to 11 is observed that in the
send their youth to India to last 34 Parliament sessions
get jobs here. The country that Bills are being passed
today is critically facing a  on the last two days without
dire situation arising due to  any discussion. In this manner
climate changc. In the coun-  the roots of democracy arc
try there is strong heat wave  weakened. Let us hope that
which its people arc facing  democracy is strengthened in

after the year 1901.Thisyear ~ the country.

due to climate change the Yours etc.,
production of wheat will be Yash Pal Ralhan
lesser and in such circum- Via email

stances government had im-
posed ban on export of wheat
so that it can be supplied as
free ration lo eighty crorc
of its own citizens who live
below poverty line.

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

gi

jet for travel to other citics
and acompany car to secure
him from a subway com-
mute. He refused. “ Dealing
with it is more important
than hiding from it.” he later
said in an interview.

He didn't “hide from
it" in Kolkata either. In the
early 1090s, thecity was in
famous for state-sponsored
bandhs - thankfully a distant
memory today - and on one
suchoccasionAjay couldn't
risk taking out his Contcssa,
lest it be targeted by violent
pro-bandh activists. But
he had to go to work. So
he requested a junior col-
league, Roy Chatteijcc. to
give hima ride on his motor-
cycle. * Lpicked him up at 8
am,” Cl

Mag
knowledge and whol
learning. He got me thinking.
Soon Lresigned from myjob
and set up my own company.
Maggi wasmy first major cli-
ent. Mr B;nga had changed

mained a friend. Wc have
both moved to other path-
ways. but the small things
in life - ireluding Ajay an-
swering his text messages
promptly -have not changed.
Those formative professional
years in Kolkata were so
fulfilling. As a mutual friend
from those days. Sunil Gupta,
recalls. “Ajay and 1first met
when he was a fresher at St
Stephen's College, and 1was
in my final year. Il was evi-
dent he was an exceptional

“and we drove down empty

streets, with Ajay riding pil-

lion. We chatted through the

journey, he was so down to
arth ... Still is.”

How will Ajay do at the
World Bank? I'm not an
astrologer but 1can confi-
dently predict two things.
He will give ita hundred per
cent: and he will leave the
Bank a changed and better
place. He usually does that
to institutions he embraces
and individuals he touches.
Ask me.

(The writeris Memberof
Parliamentand Leader, All
India Trinamaol Congress
Parliamentary Party (Rujva
Sabha). Additionalresearch
byAmit Ghosh).
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“Pave vow own path amibe fearless.”
— Adam Draper
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Adani and polls

THE Congress leadership is miffed that the ruling

BJP is stonewalling it both inside and outside Par-
liament when the opposition seeks to raise the issue
ofan " Adani stranglehold" over the nation. The is-
sue has acquiro] a new vehemence and seriousness
after the US-based I lindenburg, with some startling
findings, sought to break the bottom out ofGautam
Adam'’s vastly spread business empire. Adani's sur-
vival instincts are strongand so is the backing he gets
from the Modi-led government. Together, this might
help the group overcome the present hit, which it got
obviously below the belt. An attempt by the Congress
to take out a march to the Enforcement Directorate
office with a petition to investigate the alleged rule
violations by the top-run business firm was thwarted
by the security forces in Delhi on Thursday. Efforts
by the party MPs to raise the matter in Parliament
too were repeatedly being drowned in shouts from

the ruling benches.

A petition from the Opposition by itself will not
be sufficient for a central agency to invest serious-
ness into the investigations of complaints against
close chums of the government. This was so even
during the UPA terms. Mukcsh Ambani once said,
famously, that the Congress party was his "dookan”
—meaning, he could pay and purchase favours. CBI
and ED do not have a mind of their own. Tlie ruling
party via the Prime Minister would call much of the
shots. More so. when the party and the PM are in
strong positions. For the Congress party, however,
the “ Adani” factor is a goldmine and it looks like the
“last resort” or trump card to puncture the high cred-
ibility of the Prime Minister and outwit the BIP.

The Modi government had not worked wonders in
its two terms, other than in select fields like Kashmir,
infragrowth etc Still, public perceptions are that the
fate of the nation is safe in the hands of Modi. He
took steps like an elephant — slow but steady and
affirmative  which gave reassurance to the nation.
Even so. if the Adani empire cracks, the devastation
it would inflict on the Indian banking system and
national economy would be colossal. It's here that the
Opposition smellsan opportunity. The BJP edifice at
the LS electoral arena banks fully on Modi. A crack
to Modi’s image, via Adani, could rupture the very
foundations of the saffron party in the run-up to the
2024 polls. Politics is a game of one-upmanship.
Ideology is for show. In the cut-throat competition,
it is the survival of the fittest. Hence, all eyes now

are naturally on Adani.

Ampareen
Lyngdoh as
Law Minister
of Meghalaya?

Editor,

It's disheartening to note
that Dr. M. Ampareen Lyn-
gdoh has been allocated
the Law portfolio amongst
others and is now the Law
Minister. The electorate of
East Shillong Constituency
must have taken pride over
such high profile depart-
ments being assigned to their
never-defeated and upright
representative.

However, there is a flip
side tothis. Every conscien-
tious and discerning per-
son may ask hov a public
representative alleged in a
criminal offense was en-
trusted with the hgh profile
portfolio of Law and will
now be in charge ofthe Law
Department. Mcntionably.
the case goes back to 2017
when the Hon'ble High Court
of Meghalaya canceled the
appointment of more than
300 teachers who were ille-
gally and irregularly sclcctcd
in 2010 when Dr. Ampareen
Lyngdoh was the Minister
for Education. Additionally,
the Hon'blc High Court, in
order to get to tke root of
the matter had directed the
Central Bureau ofInvestiga-
tion (CBI) to protc the con-
troversial teachers' selection
proccssand the nutter is still
pending in the CBI Court at
Shillong!

Is it possible ihat those
accountable for ihc selec-
tion of cabinet ministers by
swearing in the name ofGod,
onMarch 7 last, were grossly
ignorant about the conflict
of interests here? But igno-
rance of the law and legal
jurisprudence is :io excuse
whatsoever.

fours etc.,

Agnes Kharshiing &
Andrc.v A lyrwa
Via email

People’s
mandate was
for NPP

Editor.

Apropos of the news
"People’s mandate against
Khasi CM: Sniawbhalang”
(ST: March 15. 2023 is very
apt. Out of 100 electors in
Jaintia Hills 40 voted for
the NPP. 31 for UDP and 17
for INC, leaving aside three
parties that got a single dii>it.
InRiBhoi.31 voted for NPP.
27 for INC, 20 for UDP and
1 for AITC, leaving aside
four parties that sccurcd a
single digit of 3and I. In
Greater Shillong 28 out of
100 voters voted for VPP,
20 for BJP. 18 for NPP. 13
each for INC and UDP. In
East Khasi Hills over-all out
of 100who voted 23 went to
NPP. 22 to UDP. 20 to VPP.
12 to BJP and 9 to INC. In
Eastern Western Khasi Hills
43 voted for UDP. 24 for
INC. 22 for HSPDP. 10 for
NPP and 1for VPP. In West
Khasi Hills out of 100 who
voted. 30 voted NPP. 27
HSPDP. 18INC. 9 Indepen-
dent. 7 UDP. 5AITC. 3 VPP
and | BJP. In South West
Khasi Hills 41 voted UDP.
17 BJP. 15 INC. 9 HSPDP.
and 7 AITC, 5 each to NPP
and Independent and | to
VPP. Over all in | Shillong
Parliamentary Constituency
27 voted NPP, 25 UDP.
16 INC. 8 VPP. 7 BIP. 6
HSPDP. 5AITC and 3 each
to Independent and PDF.

In Meghalaya as a
whole the NPP got 584337
of the popular vote which
is 31.49%. the UDP got
300,747 votes which is 1631
%. AITC and INC got 255.
742 and 243839 votes re-
spectively which works out
to Mand 13% repscctively.
BJP 173042 votes which ac-
counts for 9.33 percent o fthe
electorate whi le the V PP got
100263 votes which is 7.49
pereent and the rest went to
other parties like HSPDP,

(SIX)

MOQGs: Bridging the Graduate Protecting families

from ruinous
health care costs

By Nacliiket Xlor

Skills Gap

There has been a signifi-
cant improvement in Megha-
laya's gross enrolment ratio
(GBR) in higher education
in the last 10 years as it has
steadily climbed up from
17.4 per cent in 2011-12 to
25.X per cent in 2020-21.
indicating an improvement
in participation of the target
population (18 to 23 years)
in higher education over the
years. As perthe latest report
of the All India Survey on
Higher Education (AISHE),
there arc about one lakh
students enrolled in differ-
ent academic programmes
in 108 Higher Educational
Institutions (HEIs) in Me-
ghalaya, with nearly two-
thirds undergoing under-
graduate programmes in the
75 colleges spread out in the
state. While the number of
students admitted to colleges
andother HEIshas increased
over the years, the question
(hat confront* us today is
whether the post graduate/
bachelor's degree secured by
a student after spending two/
three years of study in these
educational institutions will
enable him or her to be gain-
fully employed and flourish
as productive members of
the society. After all. it is
now universally accepted
that employability is core to
highereducation. The role of
HEIs goes beyond imparting
students with knowledge
in an acadcmic discipline
to ensuring that they are
prepared for the job market
by equipping them with
diverse capabilities, skills
and attitudes required to be
gainfully employed. Sadly,
thesituation in our state, and
indeed in the whole country,
iis that higher education docs
not necessarily improve the

four
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By Dr Sumarbin Umdor

are the highestamong gradu-
ates and thos; with higher
degrees (around 20 perccnt)
compared tothosewith lower
education levels mainly be-
cause the graduates coming
out of our IHis lack both
hard and sofl skills needed
by prospective employers.
In Meghalaya,the situation is
more acute as every four out
of five HEIs offer only gen-
eral courses (Arts. Science
and Commerce streams) that

MOOC courses, currently,
there arc 59 thousand such
online courscs offered by
a number of MOOC plat-
forms such asCourscra, cdX,
Udacity. Khan Academy, etc.
In India, two such MOOC
platforms arc Swayam and
NPTFL.

MOOCs are seen as an
important platform for ac-
cessing skilling, re-skilling
andup-skilling courscs. They
can play animportant role as

eghalaya

courses can be taken indi-
vidually or the whole series
can be completed or stackcd
up leading to degrees, also
known as Micro-degrees or
Micro-Mastcrs. Thesearc not
degrees in the conventional
sense but rather credentials
or a badge. The advantage
of these courscs is their ver-
satility as the content can be
developed as per the chang-
ing needs and opportunities
of the job markets while
offering a deeper and a flex-
ible learning experience for
the learners

It was not like there was

nocure. li was not like noth-
ing could be done. It was
just a mater of money, and
there wasn't enough of it to
save Palak (name changed),
age 8. Palak was that child
who beamed her big smile
whenever she saw you. She
loved to sing nursery rhymes
and play clapping games.
And then,she was diagnosed
with blood cancer.

impart academic
but do not equip students
with skills, understanding
and attributes that would
enable a graduate student to
secure and rctiin ajob.

So how do the colleges
andother HEIs inMeghalaya
overcome the challenge of
producing graduates who
are knowledgeable in the
acadcmic discipline of their
choosing anc at the same
time proficient in certain
skills and capacities required
by labour markets? The way
forward is fcr students in
higher education to adopt a
dual tract learning mode by
complementing their exist-
ing study programme for a
graduate degree onsite (in a
college) alone with MOOC
verified courscs acquired
through online learning.

MOOCs is an abbrevia-
tion for Massive Open Online
Courscsdelivered online and
designed for an unlimited
number of participants and
requiring no entry qualifi-
cations, with the full and
complete course experience
available at a little or no fee.
MOOCs became an innova-
tive and disruptive force in
education witfc the introduc-

a tar
in bridging tlx; graduateskills
gap. particularly the digital
skills gap in a state like
Meghalaya. MOOCs have
eradicated the constraints of
distance and cost enabling
anyone from any comer of
the world with an internet
conncction to access courscs
offered by leading universi-
ties. For asmall fee of a few
thousand rupees, one can
earn a verified certificate for
a completed MOOC issued
by the university offering the
course. MOOCs are therefore
another flattcncr(a term used
by Thomas Friedman in his
book The World Is Flat) that
has helped level the playing
field in Education. Some of
the popular MOOCs are on
data science, communica-
tion skills, cxcel, computer
programming, project man-
agement. Englishand foreign
language (Korean. Chinese),
and others.

Within MOOCs. micro-
credentials arc job mar-
ket-aligned short units of
learning that arc certified or
credentialed and designed
1o help deepen one's exper-
tise in a specialised topic

Many ur around
the world are offering these
courses either in partner-
ship with providers (such as
Courscra. cdX, ldacity and
FutureLcam) or on their own.
In 20211

It would cost Rs. 15 lakhs
for a cord blood transplant
that would ensure that her
bone manow started to make
healthy cells instead of can-
cerous ones. Medicine can

1500
plus micro-credentials with
about 74 per cent of these
in the field of business and
technology. In India. 11MB
has partnered with edX to
deliver MicroMastcrs pro-
grams in Entrepreneurship.
Business Management and
Professional Certificates in
Risk Managementand Bank-
ing and Financial Markets.

MOOCs and Micro-cre-
dentials represent a new
avenue for students to com-
plement their conventional
degrees with online courscs
that build their skills and ca-
pabilities forenhancedcareer
and professional develop-
ment. The role ofcolleges is
to create awareness and dis-
seminate information among
the students about these new
learning opportunities and
guide them in choosing ap-
propriate coursesas per their
background and interest.
Imagine a situation where a
student completes his or her

or field. Micro-

tionof i Irscson

young people especially if
thecoursesare non-technical
and non-professional and
do not offer job-oriented
specialised skills to learners.
India Skill Report of 2022
revealed that only about 50
per cent o fgraduatesin India
have the required skill sets
andareemployable. Further,
according to CM IF data for
2021. unemployment rates

PDF, Independent ctc. These
data confirm the statement
made by thel lon'blc I>:puty
Chief Minister Sniawbha-
lang Dharthat."Ifthey want
a Khasi CM. let the people
vote for only one party in the
Khasi Hills. It is as simple
as that. They can vote for
the NPP or the UDP if they
want to,"This is the political
reality in Khasi Hills and
this signifies that the people
in Khasi region are never
united but love fragmenta-
tion. So the fall comes when
one is divided. But there is
nothing towonder about this
bccausc even in 1972 the
majority of the people opted
for independent candidates
rather than the All Party
Hill Leaders Conference
(APHLC). Hence the history
of fragmentation of votes
keeps on repeating itself
while we yearn for unity.
However the statistical
data above is an indicator
that the people of Megha-
laya to a large extent have
accepted the home grown
National Party the National
People’s Party in spite ofall
the odds during the election
campaign where even Amit
Shah used a “Jhumla’ that
Meghalaya is No. | corrupt
state in India and most of
the people in Khasi Hills
believed the great jhumla
and started hurling abuses
on theNPP but the NPP lead-
ers kept their cool. Lest we
forget it was in 2014 when
the BJP was on a campaign
trail for the 16th Lok Sabha
election when it promised
that Rs 15 lakhs would be
credited to the account of
the gullible people of India,
which it never did and when
the media questioned this.
Amit Shah the then President
ofthe BJP replied that it was
an election jumla. However
the Government of India has
rightly amended the Preven-
tion of Money laundering
(Maintenance of Records)
Rules 2005 which is now
effective from 7th March
2023 making it mandatory

artificial intelligence, data-
bases and artificial learning
by three Stanford professors
in the autumn of2011 These
three courses attracted more
than 3.51lakh learners from
all < rid.

then, about 22crorc students
have enrolled for at least
one online course on one of
the MOOCs platforms. As
per Class Certnil listing of

for banks and financial in-
stitutions to record financial
transactions of politically
exposed persons. s this the
new proccss of the Modi
government to root out cor-
ruption? 1 hope it is. SO
that it conforms to what the
Pradhan Scvak said nine
years ago ‘Na Khaunga. Na
Khanc Doonua’ (neither will
lindulge in corruption, nor
allow anyoneelse toindulge
init). Jai Hind.
Yoursetc.,
V K Lyngdoh.
Via email

No takers for
UDP in Garo
Hills

Editor.

Aproposofthcletter"Zero
for UDP in Garo Hills" (ST
March 14. 2C23). | endorse
the view expressed therein
that many Garos are con-
vinced that UDP is far and
large a Khasi-Jaintia domi-
nated party and voting for
it means a disadvantage for
‘them. This was brainwashed
into the Garo voters' psyche
by none other than parties
opposed to the UDP espe-
cially by those parties that
dominate Garo Hills. This is
nothing but employing the
politics of opportunism by
playing the communal card
during decticns. That is one
aspect. The other important
aspectis that the Garo voters
arc shrewd during elections.
They always arc wise in
choosing panics and leader
and usually go with those
who can form the govern-
ment. This was proved right
from the time of Capt WA
sangma till due.

However, :hc UDP is not
deadyet in Garo Hills. It still
has a sizeable vote bank in
Rajabala. Salmanpara. Men-
dipathar. Konyjeng andsome
semblance in >omcotherAs-
sembly segments but it is an
uphill task for the State and

arc as a scries of
courscs. requiring anaverage
of six months to complete
and costing from a few hun-
dred to a few thousand dol-
lars. Most micro-credentials
cover work-relevant subjects
such as buxine**, computer
science, and data analysis.
They are part of a trend
toward modularity and stack~
ability in higher education,
where a series of related

Garo UDP leaders to rebuild
the Party in the western re-
gionofthe State. The reason
why the party is not getting
MLAs from this part is be-
cause the Slate party leaders
right from the President and
other top ranking leaders
have totally neglccted the
UDP leaders and workers
from Garo Hills. They do
noteven visit tt i

threc-yeart
gree fromoneofthe colleges
butwalks out notonly with a
conventional degree but also
a verified MOOCs certifi-
cate (or still better a micro-
dcgrcc) issued by a leading
university in the world. This
is the way forward to ad-
dressing ihc graduate skills
gap in our state.

(The writer teaches in
De/Mirlmenl o f Economics.
MENU)

rush and try to squeeze our
way through no matter how
constricted the spacc may
be. Traffic jams appear to
have bccomc a way of life
for us here in Shillong that
we either have to leave an
hour before time if wc wish
to reach our destination on
time or be stranded on the

-
ally and infuse in them the
spirit ofcamaradcrie and the
warmth of party fraternity.
Even financially they are
left to fend for themselves.
Party organisation, district
meetings etc arc totally left
to themselves without the
presence and encouragement
ofthe party top leaders
Even during elections
the party candidates are
given a paltry sum of only
Rs 2-3 lakh rupees each
whereas candidates of other
parties arc assisted with Rs
2 -3 crorc cach. On party
strengthening and organisa-
tion. UDP has to go do a lot

What happ
was no isolated ease. This
happens almost every day.
The roads are still the same
and there has only been an
increase in the number of
vehicles every single day.
When there is so much traf-
fic one tends to bccome
restless and turn reckless
drivers especially riders of
two wheelers who display
several stunts at all times
puuiug their lives as well as
the lives of others atrisk.

To come back to the crux
of the matter, the previous
government did not find a
solution to help case traffic

ofir yand go back
to the drawing board if it
wishes to make its presence
felt and to ensure that it can
wrestle power in the state in
the nextelection, else it will
further deteriorate whereas
new parties like NPP and
VPP are eating away its
strongholds especially now
that it is powerless and is
under the thumb and subju-
gation of NPP.
Yours etc.,
Philip Manvein.
Sr. Journalist,
Shillong

Road rage
a reality In
Shillong

Editor.

The road rage that hap-
pened yesterday at Ihc Civil
Hospital junction is a re-
minder to all that we have
become so busy and have
no time to spare that we will

. | fear that this
newly formed government
will again do nothing for
the playersarcstill the same.
Those in power will never
understand the woes of the
common people becausc for
them a vchicle with a red
beacon, siren and escorts
will force the traffic police-
men to allow them to pass.
The ones who suffer are
common people like us. Un-
til and unless the government
gives priority to this serious
problem such incidents of
road rage, accidents and
even loss of lives will occur
from time to time.

Yours efc.,
Jennicfer Dkhar.

Via email

Articles and leucrs ap-
pearing on (nis page are
the views of the writers’
authors and not that of
TheShillong Times

T ure notjust
blood cancers but many seri-
ous conditions. The costs of
these treaimenis can be high,
however. In many areas of
Mumbai, Rs. 15 lakhs won’t
even buy a small room. But
for more than 95% of Indi-
ans, not just the very poor,
thissum isasoutofreachas
aflat in tie city just like it
was for Palak’s family.

But families are not meant
to pay these large sums.
Health insurance is. That’s
why it exists. Health insur-
ance is like the extra hull on
the Indonesian fishing boat,
the Jukong, which 2000

years ago allowed them to
sail across the Indian Ocean
all theway toAustralia. The
additional hull gave them
peace o fmindeven when not
using it because they knew it
could stabilise their boat and
prevent itfrom sinking when
the ocean turned ficree.

For every family to have
this kind of protection re-
garding their health in the
form of insurance, lakhs
of families would have to
come together to share in
these risks. This is achieved
only when everyone is able
and willing to buy health
insurance and pay the req-
uisite premia. This docs
not happen naturally, not
even in more developed
countries Therefore, gov-
ernments need to step in to
help. Recognising this, most
State governments in India
already offer free health
insurance plans, which arc
paid for by taxes. These
plans wo'k with thousands
of hospitals, and the insur-
ance pays all patient costs.
This is wDndcrful news, but
comcs witha two-fold prob-
lem: a) the current insurance
plans cover many conditions
but since they have been al-
located very small amounts,
they cover only 30% to 40%
of the population. And b)
even for ihose that they do
cover, th; insurance plans
carry upper limits which
are insufficient to cover the
full costs of many major
diseases. As a result, about
half the payments under
these plans are for amounts
less than Rs.7.000 per event,
which ar: too small to be
meaningful, with only a tiny
proportioi (as little as 4%)
of the claims being above
Rs. 1lakh. Is this good use
ofalready tight government
budgets? Or is it like trying
to teach everybody to swim
in order to save them from
drowning, which, while
helpful, will involve a lot of
wasted cifort, when giving
them lifejackets would be
much more effective?

With ihc very limited
government money on offer
and the reed lor protection
being almost universal, the
Slates would do well to use
that money instead to offer

an insurance plan that cov-
ers their entire population
(the poor and the non-poor)
for only a limited number
of very expensive and very
rare conditions. Knowing
that they have this coverage
will give all their people
pcacc of mind and stabil-
ity. even though most will
never use it. And. sincc the
covered conditions arc rare,
even if each one costs lakhs
of rupees, the total amount
needed will still be within
the allocated budget.
Offering this insurance
coverage will allow Stale
governments totake the time
they need to build more ro-
bust health systemswith the
rest of their health budgets.
These can offer free carc
to everybody for everyday
conditions that aO'cct their
residents (dengue, diabetes,
high blood pressure) and
for those that their insur-
ance plans will no longer
cover. With this new type
of insurance in placc, the
government will have the
comfort of knowing that if
any household encounters
a massivejolt on the health
front, their boat will not sink,
and lives will not be lost.
Ifeverybody is automati-

cally enrolled, the need to
check and recheck people’s
identity and enrolment sta-
tus  a major problem in
the current system  will
also disappear. Covering the
entire population will also
allow State governments to
use their purchasing power
to negotiate lower prices for
the most expensive condi-
tions. Keeping priccs for the
highest-cost conditions at
the largest hospitals in check
will not only help the plan
but also have a cascading
cffectonall healthcarccosts,
making it much cheaper for
them to. eventually, build
a healthcare system which
covers all conditions.

When the massive shock
of blood cancer hit Palak's
family, they had no choiec
but to let her and all of their
joy go. The tragedy was
that Palak did not have to
die. Medicine already had
the answers they needed.
When it's not medicinc fall-
ingshort but money, the new
insurance plans can prevent
tragedies like Palak's.

This is a fundamentally
different way of addressing
the persistent worries that
any family suffers from
of a disease that can ruin
them financially or force
them to let a loved one die
just because a cure is unaf-
fordable. In other words,
such an approach seeks to
address the really “big"
problems through insurance
and works towards solving
the "smaller” ones within
the healthcare system. It is
true that wc cannot ignore
the more common ailments
which, too, cause death and
devastation in families, but
separating the rare high cost
treatments from the more
routine ones may be one way
out of the impasse where
both are poorly handled and
people regularly die becausc
health is out of their reach.

(Dr. Nacliiket Mor is a
VisitingScientistat the Ban-
yan Academyo fLeadership
in Mental Health. He was a
member of the High-Level
lixfK-rt Group on Universal
Health Coverage for In-
dia) (Syndicate: The n
Press) (e-mail: editor@
thebillionpress. orgf
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State Power Scenario

THE new Power MinisterAT Mondal is not say-
ing anything new about the dismal power sce-
nario in the State. Power cuts have now started
from the wee hours of morning until about 8
am. This leaves the people depending on water
to be pumped by the PHED into their residences
in the early morning hours before they leave
their homes for work, out on a limb. Successive
power ministers have stated the obvious - that
the power sector needs a major overhaul. This

was the answer given in the MDA.|

regime

when a lot of what was wrong with the power
sector was kid at the doorstep of the previous
government led by Mukul Sangma. But five
years is a long time to turn the sector around.
There was enough time in the last five years
to make the VICECL a profit-making entity. So
what was the problem in the M eECL that made
it a money -guzzling entity controlled by a few
contractors? Arc wc sure that the same business
nexus will not afllict the power sector?

The MeECL is a public sector undertaking
and nearly all consumers, barring some com-
panies in the industrial estates, arc paying their
bills regulary. Then why is the MeECL still
functioning as a loss making company? The
reasons for this should be put out in the public
domain bccausc the public have the right to
know what is ailing their largest PSU. This is
not a matter to be kept under wraps. The recom-
mendations of various committees too should
bccome public documents. It is good to hear
the Power Minister speak about milestones or
timelines within which MeECL is completely
revved up. There'sa limit to how much people
can take the load-shedding schedule when they
are paying a tidy sum as their monthly bills.

At this juncture there's no point revisiting
the past and remembering those glorious days
when ministers would regularly make public
statements that Meghalaya is a power surplus
state. Since :hc early 1990‘s there were plans
to unbundle the Corporation and lease out the
transmissionand distribution part to private en-
tities bccausc they were unprofessional ly man-
aged. The question to be asked is- when in its
history has the M SEB turned MeECL ever made
profit? The fact of the matter is that the MeECL
even today is an overloaded ship that can sink
anytime and would have sunk if funds were not
regularly infjscd into the system. And being a
Corporation it is easier to get loans even from
the open market. M eEC L owes power suppliers
from the national grid and NEEPC o big money
and every tine the suppliers threaten to cut off
power so tha: they can get their dues. How long
can this carry on and when will MeECL really
get out of the rut? For the Power Minister to
blame the uss of multiple domestic gadgets for
high power usage is to actually admit that the
State has not even planned ahead and foreseen
that power usage will always go up. The people
of Meghalaya deserve better.

Revisiting
Education in
Meghalaya.

Editor,

Yesafter the elections, af-
ter the formation of the new
MDA 2.0. Meghalaya now
has a new Education Minis-
ter. Education, at the risk of
repeating numerous articles,
letters. lccturcs. seminars
and whatever else there is
in the galaxy of words for
common public interest,
had once been the flagship
department of itic state but

in the priority list of the
last Education Minister. Wc
have never heard him men-
tion them ever. The problem
here is even when a minister
loses interest in the subjcct
ofimparting good Education,
this aspect in our lives still
continues. Jobs dependon it;
it still impacts skill develop-
ment; it still influences and
determines carccrs. liveli-
hoods and the future of our
upcoming generations arc
controlled by it. In short,
it touchcs the lives of both
the present and the future.
Hence toignore Education is

ami

B

“Aprudentmanforeseeth
the esil. and hidelh himself:
but the sint/fle pass on. and
are punished." Proverbs
223

The clection results in
Meghalaya and the develop-
ments that followed should
be seen as micro level reflec-
tionsand projcctions of what
is going to unfold in the rest
of the countiy in the not so
distant future.

The success ofthe NPPin
forming the government in
the state, thecoming ofMDA
2.0. is in itself a blessing to
the BJP: and why should
it not be so. when the BJP
finds no opposition in the
NPP and its allies that arc so
readily unwilling to oppose
any aspect of ts ‘onessize fits
all’ approach? It is also safe
to say that the BJP is content
with having only two mem-
bers in the Meghalaya Leg-
islate Assembly, sincc the
olhci iik;iiikeis uf MDA 2.0
are already its most cffcctive
minions, who may as well
openly declare their sccrct
allegiance to the BJP. which
inactuality is no secret at all.
And whenever the BJP hears
the mention of the NPP. it is
common knowledge that the
BIP hears itself being called
in its anglicised fomi. There
is also no shame for the BJP
in piggyback riding the so
called homegrown parties, so
long as its agenda is served,
andso longas itcan makeits
way to the green plateau that
is Meghalaya.

Hie largest experiment in
socio - political engineering
in the North Bast took place in
Meghalaya, and it was a suc-
coss: voters, especially those
inthe Khasi Hills who had to
bear the brunt of the majority
of excesses of MDA-1 were
hoodwinked intoelecting the
supposed former friends of
the NPP. who were so candid
in their jainst

ure

By Abdiel Susngi

have never been as bright
as it is today: for it is clear
that it isjust a matter of time.
and apathy before the North
East is eolouted Saffron, in
gradual strokes and tints.
TheNational Government
under the BJP has already

ist. Secular and Democratic
nature of the Indian State,

tacks on the .udiiciary, with
the tailored am of undoing
the Collegia c system for
the selection ofjudges to the
Supreme Court, had even at-
traded the froivns of veteran
membcrsofthc BJP like Arun
Shotiric, who nan interview
with The Wire urged the Su-
preme Court 1>*behave as if
it is at war with the Executive
in defence of the Constitu-
tion.' But, the BJP docs not
seem to budge!

The announcement to im-

attempts by the BIP and its
proxies to move antithetical
to the values and guarantees
of liberty in belief, faith.
conscicnccandworship (Part
|Il. vide. Articles 25 28).
guaranteed by the Constitu-
non of India with the relcnt-

religiousexpressionand wor-
ship, issue noticcs with the

0f2023. India ranks 11 in the
category ofextreme religious
persecutiono fChristians, ac-
cording to the World Watch
List 2023 published by Open
Doors. While the persccu-
tion of Christians in India
has been on the rise since
1999. as observed by Human

Rights Watch, according to
1s like Voice of

ore: make

of the government, the lat-
ter may have its way and
infiltration could well hap-
pen. thereby, weakening the
position of the Constitution’s
guardian, a premonition that
should best never be realised,
and we have to understand
that the BJP docs not seem
to budge!

Coming back to our be-
loved Meghalaya, we arc glad
to still have political parties
that refuse to support MDA
2.0. and we pray that they
remain todo so; however, itis
disappointing to know that as
ofnow the opposition is frac-
tured, and there is no Leader
of the Opposition as yet. The
INC and the A1TC have well
established themselves as two
of the most anti- fascist, anti

majoritarian and anti-BJP
parties in India today. The
emergence and success of the
VPP asanco-Khasi cthno-na-
lionalist. populist, moralistic,

the Martyrs, Persecution
Relief. Alliance Defending
Freedom, etc. persecutions
have only heightened sincc

Coming back to ur beloved
Meghalaya, we are glad to still have
politicalparties that Tefuse to support
MDA 2.0, and weﬂray that they

remain to do so;

owever; It Is

disappointing to know that as o fnow

the opposition isfractured

andthere

is no Leader ofthe Opposition as yet.

plement the National Educa-
tion Policy was done without
ever tabling i in the Parlia-
ment (while pushing for the
sameduring tix“pandemic pe-
riod so as tocscape scrutiny),
which is a blatant overreach
and betrays tic BJP’s wild
cray.e for singularisation and
homogenisation; an espous-
ing of the “ore size fits all"
formula: inviting criticism

2014, While many may scoff
at the statistics and data, and
even malign such informa-
tionas foreign propaganda, it
would bewise tofirst interact
with Indian Missions toknow
the ground reality. However,
while Christians are identi-
fied as the most persecuted
religious group, other reli-
gious groups and communi-
ties face persecution in India,

the NPP during the calgctlon
campaigns. Then suddenly,
and most unfortunately, wc
were treated toa short play of
sorts, thescript of which had
been penned with nothing but
misdirection in mind and the
sole purpose of which was to
pave the way for the NPP's
prodigals to return home,
to give birth to MDA 2.0; a
dream that became a reality
with the blessings ofthe BIP.
the first party to run to the
open embrace of the NPP.

The coming of MDA 2.0
is an additional note in the
victory song of the BIP in
the North East, joining the
majoritarian chorus with
Assam. Manipur. Arunachal
Pradesh. Sikkim. Tripura
and Nagaland. Such develop-
ments|

and from many
conscientious academicians,
statesmen, and even legisla-
tive assemblies committed
to democratic values and
federalism: Yet the BJP docs
not seem to budge!

Then there is the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC), the
dreaded scream of a policy
that, when implemented,
would transform the BIP's
dream for hamogcnisation
intoa penetrating shadow that
would engulfthe civil, reli-
gious. and cultural peculiari-
ties of the many communities
that have Icanit to acccpt the
Indian State as their own.
The threat pcxcived by the
different minorities cannot
be simply brushed aside as
insignificantly short-sighted
bccausc their apprehensions,

the BIP, emboldening it to
work harder for Hindu Kash-
ira though not in full force
and colour as of yet, but in
sure instaiments. The Sangh
Parivar’s confidence in the
BIP as its poster child may

after the swearing in of the
MDA 2.0 Govt to illustrate
the interest (one hesitates to
use the ward frustration and
exasperation) the common
iiiuii has oil the continued
neglect of the Govt on this
life and death subject. Here
1wish to further emphasize
that education, right from Pro
Primary level to PHD level,
should not be the concern
and interest of (iovemment
alone. Ifwc wish Meghalaya
to recover from its Educa-
tional ailment then the dis-
tress, sense ofapprehension,
alarm and worry of one and
all must find ion in

unfortunately
along the way wclost it. Hie
Education Ministerof MDA
1.0 had started off with an
enthusiastic call for an Edu-
cation Policy for the state;
a committee fcr the same
formed, met andfinally camc
up with a draft for whatever
its worth was. Unfortunately
that gentleman quickly lost
interest in his Department
of Education and his draft
Education Policy never saw
the light ofday. Probably, as
it now appears, that he had
something mor>: important
and interesting things and
personal subjects to occupy
his mind. To put it more
brutally and candidly, the
future of the students of
Meghalaya never featured

y
asign o fmis-govemance and
acrime against the people of
the state.

As mentioned above we
now have a new Govt; anew
F.ducation Minister and most
encouraging, renewed public
interest on this most critical
aspectofanyGovernment. In
the ST of 17th March 2023.
Dr Sumarbin Umdor. one of
the young rising intellectu-
als ofthe state Ins raised the
need for Bridging theGradu-
ate Skills Gap on Meghalaya.
A day earlier. Manas Chaud-
huri an earlier Minister for
Education himself had given
acall for a Road Map for Ed-
ucation reforms. | amsimply
using the above two articles
written scarcely one week

both print and digital media.
Let's get one thing straight.
Govt, Ministers and Govt
officials are there simply to
ensure that the departments
they administer perform. Let
there be no mistake -themain

or ¢ \
arc genuinely akin to the
materialised apprehensions
of the so maiy ‘oppressed
others' in previous periods
of history. Ye the BJP docs
not seem to budge!

There arc also the many

hope it is true, that the pres-
ent E-ducation Minister Shri
Rakkam A Sangma, a well
qualified individual him-
self wishes todo something
positive aboil the state of
affairs in the realm that he
holds. Education is a com-
plex subjcct made more so
by the bureaucratic mess our
hahus have made of it. Yet
wc have to start somewhere
to unwind thi<mess and set
it straight and this start must
be stakeholder driven - by
the people themselves. | do
hope the Minijteraccepts this
statement not asa critique on
his department but simply as
a statement o facts. Letters
to the Editor, articles and
downright white papers on
what the public think about
our education system is now
a must and we hope this new
Education Minister has the

negative world
opinion: Yet. still, the BJP
docs not seem to budge.

At this point, a brief but
pertinent, and even ominous.
ri*mind<*r should h<* nuid<*
concerning the amendment
of the Constitution. It is
important to note that Consti-
tutional Amendments require
the approval of both houses
of parliament (where the BJP
is comfortably seated) and
the ratification by halfofthe
state legislatures (and that is
not much of a hurdle for the
BJP) Well, one may refer to
the famous Supreme Court
ruling in the Kcsavananda
Bharati Case in 1973 that
restricted the parliament's
powers to amend what could
be termed as the *basic struc-
turc’ of the Constitution.
However, unfortunately the
phrase ‘basic structure* was
invoked without expressing
its meaning, and therefore,
it is open to interpretation.
Considering the tussle be-
tween the Ccntral Govern-
ment and the Supreme Court
at present, and the ambition

rial "Adam and Polls" (The
Shillong Times 17th March
2023) was interesting read-
ing. You cannot under write
toughand real business men's
instinct alter all “Economic
power is exercised by means
of a positive by offering
men a reward, an incentive,
a payment, a value”. Po-
litical power is exercised by
means of a negative, by the
threat of punishment, injury,
imprisonment, destruction.
The businessman’s tool is
values, the bureaucratic
tool is fear* wrote Ayn
Rand in her book ‘The Atlas
shrugged’. The Editor in
her editorial is correct in
saying that "the CBI andED
do not have a mind of their
own”. This is so bccausc
their tools arc fear and fear
of the unknown unlike the

takeholder in is
the Public itself: you and me
andall ofus who claim to be
parents or guardians of the
future generation. The future
ofourchildren depend on the
existence of a good relevant
educational system. If wc
think thatsomething is wrong
with it we must express our-
selves. Our voiccs must be
heard, be it through social
media, the English papers or
ihe vernacular papers. There
isarumour circulating, and |

quis. tion and focus
to accept what is right and
the courage tojunk what is
wrong.

Yours ctc
Toki Blah
Via email

The fear of the
bureaucratic
tool

Fditor.
Apropos of the edito-

V's tool which is
values and incentives. The
Adani may bea goldmine for
the Congress, in the words
of the editor "to puncture
the high credibility of the
Prime Ministerand outwit the
BJP". But the question that
is looming large is whether
they have the numbers? s the
opposition united? Certainly
not. It is apparent now that
Narcndra Damodar Modi is
BJP and BJPis Narcndra Da-

party with shades
of social democratic dislinc-
tives have shocked many of
the aspiring political pundits
of our state, and its staunch
opposition to the NPP and
the BJP have placed it on a
level field with the INC and
the A1TC. even though the
common ground these three
find themselves on seems to
be non - extant, at least to
the leadership of the three
parties!

Ideology is not the only
basis for alliances, nor is
particularistic identity; com-
mon issues and common
threats arc valid grounds for
alliances as well! Clinging to
tribal centricism in its most
extreme sense is not conge-
nial for the state: pushed to
its most extreme limits, it will
breed secessionist tendencies,
and wc arc all too familiar
of how such tendencies end
here in the North - East: they
drown in the tide of freshly
minted notes. Therefore, there
is a need to look above and
beyond the dissimilarities and
end contentions, for it iswise
to identify that the similarities
arc glaringand prominent, not
hidden but ignored.

The BJP will not budge,
it is resolved not to; the only
option for democratic and
liberal forces is to present a
united front, a demand that
may seem too high and dif-
ficult but a demand that must
urgently be met!

First they camc for the
communists, and | did not
speak out - Becausc | was not
acommunist.

Then they came for the
socialists, and | did not speak
out - Because 1was not a
socialist.

Then they camc for the
trade unionists, and | did not
speak out - Bccausc | was not
a trade unionist.

Then they camc for the
Jews, and | did not speak out
- Because | was nota Jew.

Then they camc for me
- and therc was no one left
to speak for me. - Martin
Nicmollcr(1892- 1984)

modar Modi given the public
perception at the moment that
the country is at large safe in
his hands. The editor has also
rightly observed that "a crack
to Viodi's image via Adani
could rupture the very foun-
dation of the saffron party”
in the run up to the 18th Lok
Sabha Election. If this hap-
pens there is no second rank
leader in the BJP to undo the
rupture. | 3grce with the edi-
tor that "Politics is a game of
one-upmanship. Ideology for
show”. Hendrik Hertzberg,
American journalist, speech
writer of the 39th President
of USA Jimmy Carter, edi-
tor of the New Republic and
author of Obamanous - The
rise of new political era and
politics, has this to say on
political ideology "A political
ideology is a very hard thing
to have. It isa rcal time saver
becausc it tells you what you
think about things you know
nothing about".
Yoursctc
V.K.Lyngdoh
Via email

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
evenifthey are sent byermail,
Only letters with the reqisite
cetailswill be published
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In Nagaland, NDPP

rises and

NPF falls

By Thangmoi Haokip and Biaktliang Zou

The 14th Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly witnessed
the voters sticking with the
status quo The BIP-NDPP
retained power, winning 37
scats in the 60-mcmbcer Na-
galand Assembly. While the
Nationalist Demacratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) won
2% seats, th; Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) won 12 scats.
The 2023 Assembly polls
scripted history by electing
two women for the first time.
They arc from NDPP and
greenhorn in politics- Hekani
Jakhalu (limapur 111) and
Salhoutuonou Kruse (West-
em Angairi). The Assembly
clection alsosaw the NDPP’s
power consolidation in Na-
galand. NDPP. today, is the
numero uno regional party in
the state occupying the space
vacated by the Naga People's
Front (NPF). The NPF. the
oldest regional party in the
Northeast, has suffered a
setback in Nagaland, winning
only two s;ais out of the 22
constituencies it contested.

Tik-biggestwinner and loser

The Assembly clcction
results underline the emer-
gence of NDPP as a regional
party. The party was formed
in 2017 and can still be con-
sidered a relatively new en-
trant in Naga politics. Sincc
making itspolitical debut in
the 2018 Assembly clcction
and winning the contest by
stitching an alliance with the
BJP. there was no looking
back for th: party. It steadily
navigated ihe complexity of
state politics with deft and
pragmatic partnerships. In
the process, it successfully
ousted the position of the
erstwhile dominant NPF from
iits politica perch. The party
has emerged more assertive,
with its tally increasing from
17 in 2018 to 25 scats in the
2023 Assembly clcction.
It. thereby, established its
dominance in the state. This
performance by the NDPP
in the *fluid, yet multi-party,
electoral system." to quote
professor tiausing. made the
party the biggest winner in
this clection cvele.

The NDTP'S fortune isris-
ing. while the NPF is losing
ground. Tic political pros-
pect of this once dominant
regional party in the state

tobeweakening. The
parly that ruled Nagaland
for 15 years, from 2003 to
2018. was reduccd to two
seats in the 2023 Assembly
clection. This dcbacle was a
farcry from the past electoral
performances of the party.
Its fortune started dipping
ahead ofth; 2018 polls when
Nciphiu Rio quit, and the
BIP struct a scat-sharing
deal with the NDPP. The
party suffered a hammer
blow in 2022 when 21of its
legislators merged with the
NDPP. Shunned by its once
alliance partner BJP and
ceding ground to NDPP. the
party that tagged the highest
in the last election with 26
scats is now the biggest loser,
dwindling lojust two.

Behind (lie rive of NDPP:

Nciphiu Rioand BJP's role

Two factors determine
the rise of NDPP. Nciphiu
Rio and tin BJP. Ihe support
of the BJP for NDPP would
not have fappcncd without
Nciphiu Rio. BJP ditched
NPF and supported the NDPP
when Rio defected from the
former ant joined the latter.
Rio was a trusted ally of the
BJP. The BJP saw him as a
political asset to make further
inroads in:o Naga politics.
Rio. a former NPF. was in-
strumental in BJP ditching
the NPF. This new political
alignment ictcd as a catalyst
in causing a paradigm shift in
theslate political power from
NPF to NDPP. |he NDPP.
17.along v ith BJP. 12.camc
to form the government in
2018. The two parties again
formed a pre-poll alliance in
2023 and icturncd to power
again. The NDPP's spectacu-
lar showing paved the way
for Chicf Minister Nciphiu

o's fifth lerm, a record that
will eclipse SC Jamil's tenure
as the longest-serving Chicf
Minister <f Nagaland. Rio
began his political career in
the youth wing of the United
Democratic Front (UDF) and
subsequently joined Con-
gress. He defected from Con-
gress in 2003.joined the NPF.
and immediately bccamc
the Chicf Minister. Nciphiu
Rio again left the NPF in
2017 andjoined NDPP amid

internal differences with
the party leaders. A master
strategist with expertise in
forging alliances, he led
the coalition of BIP-NDPP
along with the support of
National People’s Party (2),
Janata Dal (United) (1]. ami
an Independent to form the
government in 2018, ending
the 15-year reign of NPF in
the state. He again proved
his political acumen by strik-
ing a pre-poll alliance with
the BIP in 2023. winning
37 scats to return to power.
Rio's resilience, leadership
style, andwidcsprcad appeal
contributed to the success of
the NDPP party so far.

Another success of the
NDPP as a regional party is
its partnership with the BIP.
Before the 2018 Assembly
clection, the BIP ended its
15-year association with
the NPF and formed a new
alliance with NDPP. This
breakup contributed to the
downfall of the NPF <ad
helped the NDPP rise. In the
last two elections of 2018
and 2023. the BIP supported
the NDPP in forming a co-
alition government in the
state. Though the BJP might
be playing second fiddle
to NDPP. it nevertheless
plays an instrumental role
in consolidating the lattcr's
position in Nagaland.

Crisis in the NPF

The results of the 2023
Assembly clcction have
brought the focus back on
the NPF. The party that
was in power in the state
between 2003 to 2018 seems
tobe a pale shadow of itself.
Though it was the single
largest party with 26 scats in
2018. the NDPP outmaneu-
vered it by forming the gov-
ernment with the BJP and
other like-minded parties.
The party had to contcnd
with sitting in the opposi-
tion benchcs. This year, the
party contested 22 scats, and
its tally plummeted to two
while its vote share fell from
38,78 percent tojust 7. 1 per-
cent. The en massedefection
of 21 of its sitting MLAs in
2022 to NDPP weakened
the party further and helped
in clearing the decks for the
return of NDPP-BJP.

The NPF. led by an octo-
genarian, Shurho/clic Lictz-
ictsu. has faced an unprece-
dentedcrisis in rccent years.
The party lacks a strong
organization and a popular
leader at this crossroads.
Though Dr. Lictzictsu can
be considered an ideologue
with good organizational
skills, he still lacks the cha-
risma and popularity o fRio.
Moreover, the parly did not
have the political will and
resources to match the might
of NDPP-BIP. Achumbcmo
Kikon. the party's general
secretary, cited limited re-
sources for fielding only
22 candidates in the fray.
The state's oldest regional
party faccs stiff electoral
challenges from NDPP and
other political parlies. It
needs to reinvent itself and
rise above the challenges to
stay politically relevant in
Naga politics.

Conclusion

The Assembly results of
2023 highlighted the trajec-
tory of two political parties.
While the political graph
of NDPP is on the rise, the
decline of NPF continues.
The shifting of political
wind from the NPF contrib-

itstriumvirate. Nciphiu Rio.
current President of NPF
Dr. Shurhozelie Lietzetsu.
and Rio's sueccssor as NPF
ChicfMinister. T.R. Zcliang.
crippled the NPF. The party
seems to be going out of
steam as it has probably
played its last desperate
fight in 2023 if it docs not
revive itself. The changing
dynamics in state politics
mightalso have political im-
plications beyond Nagaland.
As a political party that has
consolidated its position, it
may look toexpand its foot-
printsbeyond the confines of
Nagaland. The party might
challenge the dominance of
NPF in Naga-inhabitcdareas
ofManipur. But. for now, it's
the NDPP that risesand NPF
that falls in Nagaland.

(The hrilers arescholars
from lhe Political Science
Department, Manipur Uni-
versity. | /'Hi expressedare
personal).
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Growing trend of linguistic realism in Hollywood

Everything Everywhere
All at once and other
Oscars 2023 films
highlight the trend

tihc 95thAcadcmy Awards,

Daniel S:heinert and Daniel

Kwan'’s Everything Every-
where All at Once took home wins
in acting, editing and directing cat-
egories. and also won the coveted
best picture award.

The quirky aid expansive sci-fi
action film is tailed for its absurd-
ist take on the idea ofa multiversc.
yet it is still grounded in realness
and humanity: In one masterfully
choreographed scene in Everything
Everywhere, three languages are
spoken by three generations of
one chaotic immigrant family over
dinner.

Itis interesting how screenwriters
and directors use language in film
to do much more than just convey
dialogue: Langjage and subtitles
also provide characterization, estab-
lish the tone of ascene and ground
fictional stories in reality.

Increasing use of non-English
languages and subtitles demon-
strates both a trend toward linguis-
tic realism in Hollywood and also
broader acceptance of linguistic
diversity in a globalized society.

But filmmakers must negotiate
the tension between narrative goals
and audience engagement. By ex-
amining different ideologies held
by filmmakers and audiences alike,
we can also still sometimes find
long-standing associations between
foreign language and villainy.

Languages breaking through

As South Korean filmmaker
Bong Joon-ho described in his
Golden Globes acceptance speech
for 2019’s Parasite, when audiences
move past the “one-inch tall barrier
of subtitles" a r.cher world of film
awaits.

Telling authentic stories in a
modern, globalized and multicul-
tural world means fairly portraying
the languages spoken and signed all

throughout our society. Hence, at
times, the need for subtitles.

In another scene in Everything
Everywhere, spoken language is
eschewed altogether: Two rocks
converse silently while gazing over
a barren canyon, with black and
white subtitles appearing on a bright
blue sky This simple yet emotion-
ally resonant scene was somehow
enough to move many viewers to
tears.

Although Todd Field’s Tar did
not clinch any Oscar wins this year.
starCate Blanchett notched multiple
other acting awards for her role as
the titular orchestra conductor. In
some of the film’s best scenes, the
maestro uses only German during
orchestra rehearsals and subtitles
are dropped completely.

Non-Germanophone audiences
might not understand the words

Blanchett says, but they arc instead
encouraged to focus on the visual
aspects of the characier’s commu-
nication: her facial expressions,
physical tics and tremors and the
building tension, both visible and
audible, between her egoand every-
one around her.

The Oscar performance ofNaatu
Naatu, from the Indian Telugu-
language blockbuster RRR. which
received a standing ovation, was
evidence that performances can
cross language boundaries by lean-
ing into creative elements far be-
yond words.

Two sides of language
representation

The flip side of positive aspectsof
linguistic representation is that film-
makers, free to use the tool of multi-
lingualism to provide characteriza-

India has not explored the horror
genre in its truest form: Bhavnani

s the third Wench Film Fes-
tival. India’s first horror film
festival bunded by celebrity

cliche knee-jerk horror that wc all
know of.” she asserts.
Talk to her about the fact that

hairstylist-tumed-filmmaker. Saga horror movies from India tend

Bhavnani. is set to take place physi-
cally for the first time in Mumbai
from March 17-20, it will also show-
case films inclusive of BIWOC,
LGBTQ+- women, and non-binary
filmmakers.

When Bhavnani first wrote a
horror story Becrlike Man that was
selectedat BIFAN (Korea), the larg-
est genre festival in Asia, she found
herselftobe the first Indian woman
director to be or the platform ever.

"W ¢ were practically non-existent
in dial space. Over the three decades
| looked at. 9.9 percent ofdirectors
were women. Horror comes with
just 5.9 per cent of directors being
women and Sci-fi - 2.8 per cent. |
find this statistic offensive. Wench
2022 showcased 47 horror /sci-fi/
fantasy films 43 of them directed
by women.” sire tells IANS.

Believing that India has not really
explored horrorinits truest potential
or form, the filmmaker feels there is
no better mcdiun to highlight social
change than this genre.

to make the audience laugh, and she
says it is high time that wc move
beyond.

“Tfvy/>/></chenged the game, but
noone followed after that. We havea
lot togrow and hope that in the next
few years, wc can be on the whole
platform sincc our background lends
to this format so naturally. India isa
country of many religions and each
has its own superstitions and rituals.
When | hear Indians saying they do
not like horror. | laugh as we are
the land of spirituality which starts
with spirit."

The festival programmers in-
clude Shclagh Rowan-Legg and
Heidi Honeycutt, who runs her
own women's genre fest in the US

Etheria. Wench will open with
the award-winning Mexican film
Httesera: TheBone Wo/nan. directed
by Michelle Garza Cerver, and close
with The Sightmare, directed by
Alice Wadding.

starring Ali Fazal. and Megha Ra-
maswami’s Short Lotanna’s Song
starring Parvathy Thiruvothu and
Rima Kallingal.

Apart from a special screening of
the award-winning cult horror film.
Tumbhad. there will be panel dis-
cussions with Vishal Furia (Chhori,
Lapachhapi). VikramBhatt (Ghost.
/920. Creature), Anvita Dutt (Qa/a,
Btdbhuf).Ciaur\ Shincfe, and Kaizad
Gustad.

While the festival did have films
like My Dog is Sick (directed by
Bhavnani) and Bodies O f Desire
(Varsha Panikar) last year, since it
was mainly online, they did not pub-
licisetheBIWOC. LGBTQ+Woman,
and Non-Binary angle.

However, this time, besides hav-
ing a diverse team Gaysi Family
has been roped in as :heir commu-
nity outreach partner.

“This is super forary festival that
is attempting to be inclusive - to
have community outreach partners
who share your commitment to di-
versity. A diverse selection commit-
tee is also crucial in curating films

Il will screen 23 Indian andand stories.” concludes Bhavnani.

international films in competition.

(IANS)

tion and establish tone, and even to

where itis traditionally spoken, one
of the long-lasting consequences of
colonization.

But Coogler's creative decision to
use Yucatec Maya as the languageof
Talokan, as well as to borrow heav-
ily from Mayan and Aztec cultures
for visual inspiration, lias delighted
some Maya-speaking Indigenous
moviegoers who say they siw their
culture represented and are happy to
see the language widely shared.

Two strong minor characters.
Namora and Attuma. speak only in
Yucatec Maya throughout the entire
movie, with English subtitles in an
elegant blue script.

Archetypes of antagonism?

Yet. these characters are the
primary villains of the story, por-
trayed as powerful and physically
otherworldly. Thus, while the char-
acters are not one-dimensional,
their language seems to narratively
underscore certain archetypes of
antagonism, beyond simply show-
casing a real Indigenous language
ot the world.

This is especially noticcablcwhen
contrasted with the protagonists, the
mostly-anglophone Wakandans.
Although the language ofWakanda
is the real-world language o'Xhosa.
spoken in South Africa, in Wakanda
Forever, it was mostly relegated to
greetings and asides. Instead, the
protagonists speak a kind of pan-

(SIX)

African accented English. Unlike in
James Cameron's Avatar: The Way
o fWater, viewers are never explic-
itly told that what the audience hears
has been "translated" for us.

Refreshing to see. hear more
languages

In Avatar, which took the Oscar
for best visual effects, the protago-
nists all speak Na'vi. the language of
the species living across the fictional
Pandora.

Most of the language has been
“"translated" in the mind of the narra-
tor. Jake Sully. Ina neat expositional
trick, the main character narrates the
beginning of the film and explains
that he learned the alien language
well enough that it just sounds like
English to him.

This way. audiences won't have
to read for the entire film, and the
heroes (and actors) can speak only
English without sacrificing the "re-
alism” of the scicnce-fictional uni-
verse. It has been refreshing to sec,
in recent years, many productions
in him achieve critical and com-
mercial success in the anglophone
world despite being in non-English
languages and using subtitles.
There's much more room for films to
highlight both linguistic diversity as
well as authentic characterization of
characters who speak and sign with-
out resorting to potentially harmful
tropes. (The Conversation)

showcase threatened languages, are
also free to use it toentrench certain
linguistic stereotypes, namely the
association between foreignness
and villainy.

The warriors of the underwater
Talokan kingdom in Ryan Coogler's
Black Panther: Wakamia Forever
never speak a word of English. In
this Marvel Cinematic Universe
story, the fictional kingdom of
Atlantis was repositioned as a
Mcsoamcrican-inspircd society.

The language of Talokan is the
real-world language of Yucatec
Maya, spoken by Indigenous people
in present-day Guatemala. Belize
and southern Mexico.

sharing an Indigenous language

Yucatec Maya is stigmatized and
marginalised in the geographic areas

Love Fancy Nails? Here's how to get them

ven though the visible part of our nails arc just
dead cells, we enjoy playing with them. We
add a pop of colour to them, get nail exten-

memory" we've all heard this expression at some
point in our lives. Almonds are regarded as healthy
since they are rich in proteins, fiber, and minerals. It is

sions. lengthen our nails, and give them a trendy ciiip a fantastic source of biotin and vitamin E. both of
aesthetic. Who knew so much could be done in sudhich arc necessary for strong nails. Alimonds have a

a small space as our nails? Nails are also an important
aspect of the fashion industry, with many spending
hundreds ofdollars to have their nails appear attractive
and Instagram-worthy.

We frequently wonder why our nails break easily as
they grow, or why

nails arc a part of your visible appearance, keeping
your nails in good condition can boost your image and
make you feel more put together.

Furthermore, wc spend so much on fancy nail treat-
ments to make them look good. But regardless of how
much money you spend on those sophisticated nail
treatments, it isjust as necessary to feed your nails with
the correct nutrition as any other body part.

So, if you love fancy nails and nail art, you may
want to consider incorporating biotin-rich foods into
your diet to help avoid brittle and pale-looking nails.
Biotin isa B vitamin that is important for maintaining
healthy skin. hair, and nails.

It encourages optimal cell growth and assists in the
synthesis of protein-building amino acids, which are
required for nail growth. Thus, we must consume foods
that are high in biotin. as biotin makes nails stronger
and prevents brittle nails.

Here are some biotin-rich foods that you may want
to add to your diet

Eggs: We're all aware that eggs are a high-quality
protein source. Those who work out. try togrow strong
muscles, and even lose weight prefereggs. Little didwe
know that eggs were a great source of biotin. In fact,
there is 10met of biotin ina biy egg. Now. ifyou enjoy
having elegant nails, you should think about including
eggs in your diet.

Almonds: “Eating almonds is helpful for your

biotin content of 1.5 meg per ounce.

Sweetpotatoes: Sweet potato is another wonderful
food tha. is rich in biotin. Sweet potatoes make ourwin-
ter days complete and are packed with nutrients such
as vitamin A and fiber. One medium-sized sweet potato

has roughly 2.4
meg of biotin.
Thus eating a
delicious sweet
potato dish is
enough to supply
biotin for your
lovely nails.
Spinach: We
Indians love saag
recipes, and there
isevery reason to
love them. Spin-
ach is a green
leafy vegetable
that belongs to
the saag family
and has numer-
ous nutritional
qualities. Also,
cooking spinach
issimplc.andthc
flavour isdelicious. Spinach is a good source of biotin.
as well as other nutrients like iron and vitamin C. One
cup of raw spinach contains about 0.5 meg of biotin.

Sahmm: Next on the list is salmon fish, which, de-
spite its fancy name, is widely available in any Indian
fish market. Furthermore, salmon oil. which is gener-
ated from salmon fish, is well-known for its healthy
fats and other benefits. This fish is also high in biotin
and o -3 fatty acids, all of which are beneficial
to overall health. Biotin levels in a 3-ounce plate of
salmon are around 5 meg. A spoonful of salmon oil
could provide you with numerous benefits for healthy
skin, thicker hair, and stronger nails.

Avocado: Avocados arc a good source of fiber,
healthy fats, and biotin. A mediumavocado hits roughly
2 meg cf biotin in it. Thanks to the excellent fats in
avocados, they allow the body to absorb vitamins and
minerak more quickly, which are also required to deal
with pal; and weak nails.

A lot of skincarcand hair products contain avocados
sincc they're thought to give skin a healthier glow.

In addition to these foods, you may also consider
taking a biotin supplement to help promote healthy
nails.

However, it's always best to talk to your doctor
before starting any new supplements.

Adore your gorgeous nails without worrying about
being brittle! (/ANSlife)
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n the age of information and digitisation, the paradigms Ihat define a
leader, the workforce and productivity stand altered and some vital
requisites have particularly been added to the call of leadership.

The traditional ‘leader- follower* equation or the ’boss-subordinate*
relationship docs not hold bccausc the yardstick of leadership is not de-
termined by the number of followers alone nor would a ‘boss’ command
the respect even of the limited count of subordinates one had, unless he
or she was also a’leader*.

Working online and from home, brings in a new challenge of oversight
and control being exercised from a remote end and pushes to a new level
the importance of the ‘'emotional intelligence’ of the leader - reputations
could be made or marred by any perceptible ‘flaw’ in these spheres.

Equally important is the communication skill of the leader - the mes-
saging has to have clarity, brevity and logical sequencing regardless of
whether it was done verbally, tclephonically or online.

The thought that all businesses or professional ventures are "human
activity’, has been revalidated and the concept that the ‘individual was
the centre of all productivity’ has been reinforced despite the rise of
technology.

“Smart’ working has received newfound importance since being smart
means beingable to produce more per unit o f’resource’ -whetherofmoney,
manpower or machine -the exalted level o f‘competition’in a fast-moving
world, had made ‘time’ a new resource as well.

Performance evaluation and measure o f*productivity’ were becoming
relatively freero'how well you were ‘dressed for work’, bound by ‘office
hours’ and placed in the vertical hierarchy of the organisation.

A leader today has to have a ‘comprehension’ far greater than what
one could do in earlier times and lias to be far more effective than before
in a situation of operational ‘remoteness’ and reduced ‘visibility* forced
by digitisation. At least five prerequisites of leadership have to be met for
the latter’s success.

The first is theability to take knowledge-based decisions and to ensure
that an unwarranted gap between ‘decision’ and ‘action’ did not result in
failure of the project. With this goes the competence about initiating a
mid-course correction should this become unavoidable in the interest of
the mission.

A successful leader lias to have flawless communication -verbal, audio
based or digital -since inadequate or faulty communication from the top
can be the cause of failure too.

A leader has to be a well-informed person -being well-informed means
having the right information at the right time, having the information that
made a diffcrence between adecision and a ‘guess*and accessing ‘complete
looking’ information since ‘knowledge* came in ‘integral packaging’ all
components of which had to be understood.

As an illustration, the CEO whose organisation employed women work-
ers must in addition to his professional ability to manage the business,
know that an adequate system had to be in place to prevent and look into
any case of harassment ofa woman at the workplace, as required by law.
A good leader realises that "though nobody knows everything, everybody
know's something* about how the business was doing and makes arrange-
ments to gamer this tacit knowledge available within the organisation.
This helps the leader to remain well-informed.

Succcssful corporate bodies establish a well-funded *Intelligence and
Analysis’ unit to systematically collate and analyse information about the
external environment -besides the internal feedback -to help knowledge-

‘Star

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

-Gazing’

leadership

based decision-making. This is also the reason why major players in a
business participate in the intra-industry get-togethers and business con-
ferences within the country and outside - this is an exercise to keep the
leadership well-informed.

The second important trait of a successful leader is the capacity to
‘distinguish essentials from non-essentials’ or in other words to practicc
‘effectiveness of differentiation*.

Pareto’s law famously said: “There are a significant few amongst the
insignificant many". A leader should be able to see the difference between
a major problem and a minor irritant, between the ‘macro*and the ‘micro*,
between the long tern’ and the short term, between the journey* and its
destination and between the decision and its implementation.

Steve Jobs - founder of Apple - is said to have remarked: “Don’t let
something that does not matter cause you to lose something that does*.
Somewhere, the leader has to have the capacity to see things from their
larger perspective -a bird’seye view helps to realise how something that
looked ‘big’ in proximity became small in a comparative showing. Also,
‘awareness* when ‘complete’ leads to ‘acceptance* o fwhat the reality was
and allows for a stress-free mind at the leadership level.

It is the remit of theleader to establish an environment of peace within
the organisation so that everyone was able to work with concentration
and enhance productivity -the relationship between ‘concentration* and
‘output* per unit of time is not difficult to fathom.

A leader while assessing a person who worked for him can see the
relative value o f ‘brilliance’ and *hard work’ and draw a line between an
apparent ‘dynamism* and the test o f‘delivery*.

Being seemingly busy is not the same as being productive. A healthy
sense ofdiscretion in the exercise ofauthority sets apart a leader of distinc-
tion from others in the pack.

Thirdly, a leader wields the power of ‘authenticity* - not merely the
strength that the chair provides -and this can be developed with a con-
scious effort.

A person at the top must remember tliat there was a ‘leader* in him or
her and that “all leaders could manage but all managers could not lead*.

Credulous people never look powerful. A leader must act only on reli-
able information -not taken in by gossip, live in integration with certain
principles and values and function out of self-esteem, not ego. These
qualities show up on their own.

The leadership of the organisation creates the right “boss-subordinate*
relationship down the line. The senior must provide nurtural supervision
and allow the junior to express his opinion while retaining his right to
overrule the latter with a logical explanation. A boss should not be short
on listening and long on dictating.

A leader distinguishes the failure o f ‘result* from the failure o f‘effort*
and faults the ‘action* of a subordinate without attacking the ‘persona* of
the latter. A good leader is ‘respected’ more than he is *feared*.

A fourth dimension of leadership is inevitably linked with the way
the latter handles interactions within the organisation since - as already
mentioned -all business is human activity. This traverses the entire range
of situations from assembling the team to the perceptions about credit-
sharing in the enterprise.

No two persons are equal in every respect and therefore leveraging
individual strengths and remembering tliat a multicultural group can be
a powerhouse of creativity, would be very useful while constituting a
team.

A leader realises the importance of the ‘power of relationship’ that
manifests itself when within the organisation members give and seek

(SEVEN)

legitimate help.

Leadership must understand how emotions shaped the responses of
any person -this will help asenior with the right EQ not to misread the
doing ofan employee who possibly could be under some stress caused by
a situation in the family and to note the body language of the latter at the
same time. The success of i leader lies in getting more from a team and
retaining the oiganisational loyalty of the workforce.

Finally, the leaders today should not miss the trend that there is an
evolution o fmanagement- pirticutarly because ofthe COVID expcricnce-
whcrcby organisations were becoming flat needing a participative role of
leaders, a downward shift of decision-making and a greater requirement
for the seniors to know thci* men closely. Vertical interaction is a means
ofcreating agrid for maximising production. Bosses can not afford to be
aloofist in exercising control of the operations as they had to be ready to
provide guidance to any tcan member who would ask for it.

The world economic and geopolitical scene was prone to quick changes
and the leaders were required to take responsibility upfront for course cor-
rection. monitoring of demand and supply and the fixing up of the supply
chain both within the country its well as globally.

The strategy of undcrta<ing re-skilling or upskilling programmes,
promoting multi-tasking and framing a flexible policy for a Hybrid Work
Environ (HWE) -all need thedirect involvement of the leadership at the
op.

Leaders have to be confident of themselves - there is asaying that ‘cour-
age isalove affair with the unknown*. Perhaps they should remember also
that doing the right tiling is always the right thing.

Above all. today's leader has to develop a new level of identification
with the workers sincc in a situation of dispersal, the importance of the
individual becoming the anchor of productivity beyond technology, had
shown up on a stronger note. (The writer is aformer Director o fthe Intel-
ligence Bureau.)
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mot and commonplace as well as appropriate
laws which might ensure their protection. But climate
migrants arc sometimes forgotten among the various
flow-s o f people seeking asylum.

To protect climate migrants who w-ere forced to
leave their country, some legal scholars have proposed
amending the definition of refugee in the Refugee Con-
vention of 1951 to consider environmental degradation
a form of persecution. This would expand eligibility
forasylum as a refugee under international law beyond
the existing grounds of persecution by religion, race,
nationality, membership ofa particular social group or
political opinions.

But the principle of non-refoulment, mentioned in
the refugee convention, already prohibits a host country
of returning asylum seekers to somewhere they would
not be safe. This could be interpreted as guarantee-
ing acccss to an environment offering decent air and
clean water according to the European Environment
Agency.

Despite this provision, international law is failing to
protect climate migrants, which means that the scopc
of the refugee convention, however broad, must be
widened.

loanc Tcitiota is acitizen ofKiribati, an island nation
in the central Pacific Ocean. In 2015, he was denied
asylum in New Zealand after floods forced him to flee
with his family. Me protested to the UN Human Rights
Committee, which mled that his situation did not con-
stitute an imminent risk to life.

The legal right of the people ofKiribati to seek effec-
tive protection from saltwater intruding into farmland,
coastal erosion and crop failures as a result of sca-lcvel
rise does not exist. New Zealand maintained that it
could only reward refugee status to people if the state
liad failed to respect their fundamental human rights.
The effects of climate change are systemic, the argu-
ment goes, rather than a personal persecution against
Teitiota himself.

Nevertheless, the Human Rights Committee said
that people who fled their country because of the ef-
fects ofclimate change can argue that their experiences
amount to persecution and seek refugee status under
the refugee convention. Vulnerable people could also
claim that climate cliange threatens their right to life
under the International Covenant of Civil and Political
Rights. This includes situations where environmental
disasters arc interlaced with conflict, leading to water
or air being contaminated by chcniical weapons.

States mittht consider asylum claims resulting from
climatc disasters in the future. But until consensus is
reached among scholars orjurists about the legal status
ofclimate migrants, they will probably avoid introduc-

ing a broad interpretation of what comprises a climatc
migrant into international law.

Environmental disasters are unpredictable and the
damage they cause can blight a territory for years, tak-
ing decades for people to properly recover. The people
displaced may need to seek shelter in another country
or region while the reconstruction is underway.

Climaie changc will cause an increasing number of
disasters such as floods, droughts and wildfires. Legal
solutions, especially in the case ot climate change
disasters, will bedifficult to predict in advance. A firm
understanding of what works where climatc migrants
are forcel to settle will be invaluable.

States neighbouring vulnerable countries are more
likely to beaffected by inflows ofclimate migrants. By
shouldering a disproportionate share of this responsibil-
ity, thesecountries will keep the impasse over the legal
status of climatc migrants alive on the international
stage and have an outsize role in constructing an inter-
national consensus around their legal status.

As these countries attempt to acquire funding and
build shelters to house migrants, they'll also be dealing
with a rising number ofasylum claims. This will inevi-
tably prompt research within the country to determine
the most relevant legal status climate migrants need to
guarantee their protection. This could attract interna-
tional recognition as climate change and the entwined
refugee crisis escalate.

Tlierewas adramatic spike in 2015 in the number of
migrantsflccing war and famine, especially in countries
such as Iraq. Syria and Eritrea and migration policy
remains i very sensitive and divisive topic of debate
asa resuit.

Preparing the efficient protection of climate refu-
gees is a challenge for the years to conie. But in the
meantime, people need help. The recent earthquake in
Turkey and Syria caused several thousand deaths, but
may have left millions without homes.

Only thecreation ofan efficient international frame-
work of laws can guarantee refuse for people fleeing
such environmental disasters in future. Building that
outcome is likely to begin in the countries nearest lo
the suffering. (The Conversation)
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“/1 nation is a society united by a delusion
aboutits ancestry’and by common hatred o f
its neighbours."
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— William Inge
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Ofirresponsible speech-making

IN politics one cannot be footloose and fancy
free. Every comment made by leading politicians
is weighed against the prevailing situation and
the larger repercussions of what such statements
might have. Across the political spectrum there is
much loose talk - from dragging names o f former
prime ministers through the mud to utterances
that arc intimidatory in nature and are intended
to incite violence. This is the nature of politics
in India and it is only getting more crass by the
day. Sadly politicians tend to get away with their
irresponsible statements, that is only until Sunday
when the police went knocking at the doors of top
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi. The police want
Rahul to validate his statement made during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra in Kashmir inJanuary this year
that women arc still being sexually assaulted. In
a state like Kashmir or Nagaland/Manipur etc.,
where the security forces have been known to
violate the Inman rights of citizens, especially
women, such statements cannot be said to be

sacrilegious.

Under the prevailing circumstanccs this act by
the Delhi Po icc was quickly interpreted as one
of vendetta against the principal opposition and
anothero fthe Modi government’s "anti-democrat-
ic” acts. Coming to the crux of the matter, what
the police sought from the Congress leader was
evidence to support hiswidely reported statement
in Srinagar that "women are still being sexually
assaulted (in the Valley).” The police ostensibly
sought to know from Rahul Gandhi where he
got such information and who those victims are.
Politicians make statements not out of empathy
but towin votes. Such a statement in the Kashmir
valley is aimed at reinstating the Congress as a
Party with empathy for Muslims. But following
the revocation of Article 370 there have been
more attacks on Kashmiri pandits and largely
male members. Hence Rahul Gandhi’s statements

seem misdirected.

Rahul Gandhi's reported reply to the poliec is
that he said many things during the Bharat Yatra,
all ofwhich he could not recollect. In a state like
Kashmir where militancy is induced by agent
provocateurs from across the border, politicians
are expected to be more circumspect and not to
seek to score political brownie points at the first
opportunity. In India we seem to have reached a
point o f political desperation which sets oft'politi-
cal opponents to make statements they later seem
to have no explanation for. Political discipline
across the political divide is imperative. Sadly,
political rivals arc seen as bitter enemies deserving

no respect whatsoever. Thi:

is exacerbated by the

fact that even the illiterate with no control over
their thoughts and utterances sit and legislate over
the collective future of the nation and iLscitizens.
Clearly a line needs to be drawn on how far to take
political speech-making without intruding into the
domain of national security.

Rahul Gandhi
scripts the
Congress downfall

Editor,

The special articic,
"Analysing theCongress and
its revival prospects” (ST
10ill March) by Patricia
Mukhim is insightful. The
downfall of the oldest party
has been well reasoned out.
Very tme that Rahul Gandhi
has lost his charisma, as
pointed out by tie writer.

Though Rahul Gandhi
completely lacks leadership
qualities and intellectual
bandwidth many try hard
to project him as the fu-
ture Prime Minister of the
country. This is totally ab-
surd. Sachin Pibt or Shashi
Tharoor can be far better
choices. One can’t under-
stand what makes so many
columnists heap praise on
Rahul's. "Bharatlodo Yatra.”
as if the "odyssey would be
a magic wand” torevive the
party. This has instead bc-
come a tragic wind tobring
the party further down. Just
look at the shameful debacle
in the recent elections in
Meghalaya, Nagaland, and
Tripura.

Rahul Gandhi has re-
centlycourtedcontroversy in
a foreign land The thought-
less statements blurted out

in England has made people
doubt his diplomatic acu-
men. As a public leader, one
should choose his/her words
with utmost tactfulness, par-
ticularly when hc/shc ad-
dressesaudiences outside the
country. Rahul thoughtlessly
pattered and tarnished the
image o the nation. Thisalso
exposed his ineptitude and
crossness. Can one's family
members speak ill of their
parents/ancestors with their
neighbours? O f course, only
people with some pathologi-
cal ailment can do that.

On the other hand, such
reckless rants by a leader
have the potential toprovoke
subversive forces within the
country. It ultimately goes to
pose a threat to the integrity
ofthe nation. Itisno lessout-
rageous that the former Chief
Minister ofMeghalaya (Late)
1.D. Rymbai was called to
Delhi by Sonia Gandhi and
was told to stepdown, which
Ik*dutifully obeyed and nude
way for Mr. D.D. Lapang.
|.ate Rymbai's only faultwas
that he did notgrant NOCs to
certain ccment companies, as
mentioned by Ms Mukhim. Is
the High Command’s whim
more important than the
environment of Megha-
laya? Is being an upright
leader a cause of worry for
the Congress party? What
really was cooking behind

Students’ Politics in the H

ynniewtrep

Land: From 1908 to 1978

On the occasion of the
45th anniversary o ftlx; Khasi
Students' Union (KSU) |
would like to briefly pres-
ent the historical accounts

By Kyrsoibor Pyrtuh

The students' collective
strongly regisicred their pro-
test and stated.

imbibing thespirito fsolidar-
ity amongst students and to

of students’
in the socio- political life
of Hynflicwtrep since the
19th Century AD. Such en-
gagements have produced
students who later became
writers, thinkers and exem-
plary community leaders.
Despite several odds, the
Khasi students had already
becomc assertive from the
cariy part ofthe 19thcentury.
In March 1908, the Khasi
students, under the leadership
ofBabu Dohory Ropmay and
Chandra Nath Roy. came to-
getherasa collective toques-
tion the new rules imposed on
the students by the Calcutta
University. The meetingwas
convened on March S. 1908

"While in recent years Khasi
was included in the list of
second languages and was
one of the subjects in the
Entrance Examination and
especially giri students were
allowed to study Khasi till
LA. But the new rules com-
pletely disallcwcd the same
and Khasi was de-listed as a
vernacularsubject. The Khasi
students strongly felt that
they were treated unfairly
and unlike oth;r students, the
new rules weuld not allow
them to write he answers on
Histoiy of India in their own
language.

The petitionalso listed the
datathat in recentyears about

pro on, learning,
morality and to uplift the
socio-economic well-being
of the Nation (Constitution
of Khasi Students Associa-
tion 1955).

The KSA elected H.O
Mawrie and Bhircn Singh
Thangkhicw as its first Presi-
dent and General Secrctaty
respectively, but it also in-
cluded women like Elizabeth
Massar. Pcrlimai Syicm and
Maureen Sylvia Lyngdoh in
the central leadership. In its
20 yearjourney until the last
election in 1975. the KSA
will be remembered as the
students’ collective which
took great interest in the in-
tellcctual. moral and physical

i eminent High
School Hall to deliberate on
the matter. Amongst others
who spoke. Rev J.C Evans,
while expressing concern
at the apathy and thin at-
tendance at the meeting,
unequivocally stated that the
new ndes of the University
would put the Khasi students
ata disadvantageand lumper
the future growth of educa-
tion in these hills for the fol-
lowing reasons- (i) the news
rules would do away with
fixed courscs in English and
in effect gave the University
the liberty to frame questions
from any English book or
chapter for the Entrance and
LA examinations. This would
mean that students should
have an in-depth knowledge
of English so as to compete
in the examinations which
was difficult for any Khasi
student then (ii) the Khasi
vernacular was withdrawn
as a subject and this meant
that the Khasi students must
write their composition in
English and not in theirown
language. This would bc-
comc a major handicap for
Khasi students as majority
ofthem were first generation
learners and had just begun
to grasp the multi facets of
modern education, (iii) as
the Khasi vernacular would
no longer be a compulsory
subject, the students would
have to opt for Bengali or
Assamese, while the Latin
language remained as dif-
ficult as before. All these
factors would adversely im-
pact the Khasi students and
make it difficult for them
to even clear the University
Matriculation Examination.
Hence the students’ collec-
tive resolved to petition the
authority and seek redress.
Consequently, the petition
was submitted to the Chief
Secretary to the Government
ofE.B & Assam shillong, on
June 24 1908.(UNongialam
Khristan March 1908)

this High Command's order,
if not devious deals? Due
to a few greedy people.
Meghalaya has also been
left to be charred. Janita
Hills is a glaring example of
environmental fallouts.

It is still in our vivid
memories that for a small
issue ofthe state, the former
Chief Minister DD Lapang
had torush to Delhi very fre-
quently. There arc countless
unhappy Congress leaders
who were shown the door
without any reason or when
they were found not obedi-
ent to the Nehru-Gandhi
family. Former president
Pranab Mukhcrjcc and vet-
eran leader Natwar Singh
had expressed anguish at
this SPECIAL family’s snob-
bish attitude towards party
colleagues. The family that
rejoiccs over fawning party
workers, Rahul Gandhi will-
fully humiliated Himanta
Biswa Sarnia. After quitting
the party. CM Sarma is like
a free bird, now flapping his
wingsand breathing life into
Assam. Similarly. Jyotira-
ditya Scindia had his poi-
gnant saga with the family,
tic suddenly bade goodbye
to the party in 2020 and now
started flexing his muscles.
©One scholar from New Delhi
retorts - "the Congress is
synonymouswith the Gandhi
family and it is also syn-

45 Khasi the
Entrance Examinations and
18 of them passed the F.A
fYjiminfilinne. uhiliftoitein
cleared the BA which also
included two girl students.
The new rules were nothing
but an act of disengagement
with the community. The
rulers must ensure that the
prospects of modem educa-
tion were shircd with the
people they ruled. The Khasi
language wat here to stay
for generations and there
were signs of improvement
as Khasi newspapers and
books were published in the
recent past..."Though the
community lagged behind,
we aspire to be at par with
other: (U Nongialam
Khristan July 1908).

When Indiaattained Inde-
pendence in 1947. there was
intense political wrangling
in the region and there were
sharp divisions of opinions
between the major warring
political groups, viz the Fed-
eration of Kinsi States, the
conglomerate j f Khasi States
which acceded to Dominion
of India via itc Instrument
of Accession and the Khasi-
Jaifttia Federated State Na-
tional Conference which
espoused the formulation of
the Sixth Schelule. The latter
prevailed in lie Constituent
Assembly and Khasi States
were relegated to the Sixth
Schedule.

The Khasi students' com-
munity have carved their
own space ir the political
landscape o fthe region. Dur-
ing the inauguration of the
United Khasi & Jairttia Au-
tonomous Districts on 27
June 1952. smultancously
the students organized the
first ever Black Flag dem-
onstration against the idea
of District Councils and the
nomination of six members
to the Council. Thereafter,
the Khasi Stulents Associa-
tion (KSA) was founded in
1955 with the objectives of

onymous with sycophancy.”
That is very true indeed.
Despite the repeated antics
of Rahul Gandhi, the weight
of sycophancy is still so
heavy in the Congress. Hope
everyone agrees that with
rarh ihoiightlrss speech ;ind
action of Rahul Gandhi, the
party's ship s linking further
and further down.
Yours etc..
salil Gewali,
shillong

SC’s observations
on family run
political parties

Editor,

The arguments in the
Constitution bench of the
Supreme Court vis a vis
the two factions of the Shiv
Sena werecompleted and the
decision is reserved for final
ruling. Without going into
the merits ofthecase | would
like to mention here the com-
ments made i>y lustice PS
Narsimha. He remarked
that such an argument could
sometimes be dangerous
considering tkcre are many
regional parties that are run
by one family and there is
absolutely no freedom in the
party except for one leader.
Justice Naras mha said that
there is no scope for anyone
else to come into the frame

of the students.
(Proceedings o fKSA)

What underscores the
Khasi Students' Union (KSU)
sincc its formation in 1978 is
the identity politics and the
three tier council system that
the Union had developed
with the Central Executive
Council as the apex body, tixr
General Executive Council
and General Council way
down the hierarchy. The
KSU is being criticized for
its extremism and over the
years it has organized units
in colleges, university and
residential localities through
which it reaches its plans and
programs to the people.

The year 1987 marked
the height of the agitational
polities of the KSU whereby
all educational institutions
were shut down for mont
and violence erupted which
resulted in the loss of lives
and property. However, there
were also serious engage-
ments between the Gov-
ernment and the agitating
students who had camped
in front of the Main Secre-
tariat for several weeks. The
Government of the day did
engage with the KSU in the
three days marathon meet-
ing on July 6.7 and 8. 1987.
The minutes of the meeting
were published and it can
be construed that both the
Government and the KSU
had reachedan understanding
on how toresolve the various
demands raised by the Union.
Still there are two contentious
issues, viz the Inner Line
permit (ILP) and Reserva-
tion for tribals in all the 60
scats in the State Assem-
bly. The State Government
eventually referred both the
demands to the Centre. On
the Reservation of scats, the
State government had given
acategorical explanation that
the Centre was not willing
to amend the Constitution.
(Ka Jingiamir Jingmut Jong
Ka Sorkar Meghalaya bad
KSU. DIPR)

and the lawyer is interpret-
ing the Constitution to say
that it's just not possible for
any legislator outside of the
family to bccome the leader
of such a party.

All will agree with the
comments made by lustice
P.S.Narasimha as there are
ample examples before us.
In Jammu and Kashmir only
two/three family parties arc
running the state since its
inception. The next state is
Punjab where the Akali Dal
was in power for many years
and that party is also run by
son and father. In Orissa,
the BJD a party run by a
family has been in power
for the last two decades. In
Tamil Nadu the Congress
has been out of power sincc
1967 and state is being
governed by two regional
parties which arc family
parties. In Andhra Pradesh
regional parties arc in power
sincc long. In Maharashtra
too the Shiv Sena is a fam-
ily party and the Justicc had
made these comments due to
the bifurcation of this party.
The same is applicable for txr
other regional partiesin other
parts of the country.

Regional parties do con-
centrate on distribution of
freebies by blatantly ignoring
its negative impact on the na-
tional economy. Wc had seen
the conscquences of freebies
in the neighbouring country

Five years from now the
KSU will tumn fifty and as
it prepares for that historic
moment, the KSU needs to
engage in serious introspec-
tion. The leadership of today
must ask these questions; Is it
not the time to make amends
and do a course conrection?
Is it not time to rclook at the
various demands which had
been raised in the past four
decades?

On a personal note. 1be-
came consciousofthe KSU’s
activism when | was in class
9at Mawkhar Christian High
School inthe late 80s. Several
times | would spend the after-
noon after school and gaze at
the public meetings organized
by the KSU in Motphran and
also listen to the captivating
speeches of Bull Lyngdoh
who was the President then.
There was this line which
Bull Lyngdoh would utter
in every meeting and which
is still stuck in my lic.nl. He
said. “Bah Bull would flatten
the Baw ri Mansion." Ever
since, 1perceived this quote
in a metaphorical sense and
Icamt to interpret it as a fait
accompli that if ever the KSU
is lo protect this miniscule
tribal community it is to stand
against the big capitalists,
from both within and outside
the land as these big capital-
ists haw no interest to protect
and develop the community,
but only to capture the land
and maximize profits.

Today, there is a shatp in-
equalityamongst tribals. The
rich tribal elite is at the helm
of affairs and the politician-
burcaucrat-busincss nexus
is so entrenched that all our
land and resources will soon
be sold to the highest bidder
(s) who eomc from far away
land(s).

TheKSU mustalsoaddress
the issue of the participation
ofgiri students in the contral
leadership of the Union. In
the paper entitled , Role of
Women in Student Move-
ments in Meghalaya (1995),
R. Borgohainand E. Laitflantt
pungcntly remarked. ...
however the KSU has made
certain concessions to female
members by inserting the
word "she" inArticic 7 of the
amended constitution in 1993
which says "to be eligible
to hold an office in Central
Executive Council he/she
should be..."However...the
provision enablingwomen to
play a more effective role is
in cold storage... there is an
opinion that these changes
were brought not to facilitate
women, but to enable certain
groups to mobilize women
supporters.”

As a parting shot | would
like to say that the KSU
leadership must ensure that
student politics is not hijacked
by the far-right group(s).

Sri Lanka and Bangladesh
as well as Pakistan which
today arc in fragile economic
circumstances.

Just last week two banks
had to be declared insolvent
in the USA and six banks are
under watch. Recession had
already started in other parts
of the world and India has to
be more careful. But it is a
pity to note that regional par-
ties arc continuing with their
freebie distribution schemes.
The present schemes run by
the ccntral government are
meant for social objectives
such as Ayushman Bharat
scheme. ODF. free housing,
freegas cylinder;. Kiran yojna
etc. Such schemes arc meant to
assist the poorest and are differ-
ent from freebies.

In the ultimate analysis wc
can conclude that the regional
parties run by family mem-
bers don't actually care about
theactual financial positionof
theslateandarconly focussed
on vote bank politics. Most of
these regional parties lode at
the central government for a
bail-out package.

Yours etc.,
Yash Pal Ralhan.
Via email

Letters to tho Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the witr,
even iftheyare sent by emil
Only letters withthe requisite
detailswni be published.

Functionin?
threat

(SIX)

of parliament under
rom ruling party

PM’s hurt ego at the
root of BJP demand

for Rahul

‘s apology

ByArun Srivastava

Home minister Amit
Shah's setting the condition
at the India Today conclave
on March 17 that Rahul
Gandhi must apologise for
his UK renarks before he can
bcallowcdto defend them in
Parliament, is like confessing
the crime which the person
has not committed at all.
After maintaining a passive
silence for more than a week.
Shah coin ng out with this
condition, certainly makes
its abundantly clear that Na-
rendra Mcdi is determined
to confront the Congress and
other opposition parties.

Modi claims to respectde-
mocracy and parliamentary
practices. |f one subscribes
1o his claim, what deters him
from not directing his MPs
and colleagues to refrain
from creating chaos in par-
liament. This is first time in
the history of Independent
India that the ruling party has
been stalling the functioning
of parliament. People arc
ot naive to read the impli-
cations. Itis a known fact,
according to practicc and
procedurcsofparliament that
only a government which is
on wrong path and has lost
moral power resorts to such
gimmicks. Modi must not
live in a fool's paradise that
people ofthecountry endorse
the BJP numbers actions.

On Thursday Rahul Gan-
dhi met Speaker Om Birla
and sought an opportunity
to explain his remarks in
Parliament It incongruous
to understand why he was not
permitted. This simply added
strength to his assertion that
democracy was not function-
ing. Later Rahul said outside
the house; "So, if Indian
democracy was functioning.
1would be able to say my
piece in Parliament”. At the
conclave Shah said that the
Parliamem standoff can be
resolved if the Opposition
comes forward lo hold talks
with ihe government. But in
the same breath he put the
onus on Rahul for resolving
the stalemate.

One would certainly like
to know what prevented him
from taking the initiative and
convey lo the Speaker, the
government's willingness to
listen to hisclarification. One
thingisclear, besides making
his remarks an election issue.
Modi has made it a personal
issue and tiis hurt ego will
be assuage) only after Rahul
apologises This is certainly
not acceptiblc. With Rahul
ot .

the people will also forget
“nationalism under threat".
In fact, ii is already los-
ing it credence was dearly
evident in reccnt assembly
clection which BJP lost, not-
withstanding Shah's claim
that Rahul has been losing
dections.

Even a court of law lis-
tens to the accused before
awarding the verdict. But
in Rahul's case it is really
intriguing why Modi and
Shah are adamant that he
should apologise first before
coming out with his version
on the floor of the house.
This reminds of one politi-
cal phrase * Khatanabahi. jo
kahe Kcsari wahi sahi" (do
need for document, what-
ever Sitaram Kcsari says
is correct). In Rahul's case
they intend tosay it is their
word that is law and nothing
is above it. so Rahul has to
accept it.

In ease Rahul musters
courage to defy this de jure
verdict, he must be ready for
internment not only from
Lok Sabha but also from
the country, one the ground
of being anti-national. The
BJP's troll group is already
on the task. While some one
is filing breach of privilege
the other is for annulment of
his Lok Sabha membership.
This nonetheless points to
the sycophancy acquiring
the character of institution
in the BJP. T hey have come
to realise that this is the
passport to enjoy power
and continue to hog the
limelight.

The remarks of Union
Law Minister Kiren Ri 3
“Rahul will have to apolo-
gise in Parliament and it is
our duty to seek his apol-
ogy." provides an indication
tothe fact that the ministers
have no other duty but to
cick apology and “for ihis
they can go to any lengths.
A speculation is making the
rounds in political circles
that the BJP may like to
have the house dissolved
and seek a fresh mandate.
The primary agenda would
be seeking a mandate against
Rahul and his action. Rijiju
said anti-India forces and
a "gang" had conspired to
defame India in foreign land
and they were speaking the
same language. "The gang
members speak the language
used by Rahul Gandhi”.

In their pursuit they arc
not even willing to abide
actices.

d the Modi
troupe untvilling to move
two steps backwards, the
stalemate would continue.
Being leader of the house it
is the moral responsibility of
Modi toinitiate the proccss to
break the impasse, lie must
realise that his personal egois
not above ihc nation's inter-
est. Tins will simply impair
Modi's image. People will
ccome tonu-sc the believe that
in orderto conceal his failure
Modi was resorting to such
tacticsand even notallowing
puiliviiicnuo function.

Shah's statement at the
conclave is ambiguous
“(Whether! wc are adamant
or not (is not the question
since) you ire not the Speak-
er. What I'm saying is. let
the two panics (government
and Opposition) sit before
the Speaker, let them (Op-
position) move two steps
forward and we also move
two steps forward and the
standoff can be resolved"
If he is really interested that
people must not form wrong
images anc impression about
Modi and bisgovernment, he
must breac the icc instead
of letting it remain an ego
problem.

With nothing to offer to
Indians in terms o feconomic
devclopm;nt and growth.
BJP has only one agenda;
“nationalism under threat".
llow long will Modi and
Shah would exploit the emo-
tionand ps/che of the people
by using this phrase? This is
certainly not an idiom which
could be used in posterity.
This is simply a political
phrase. As the people forgot
“Indira is 'ndia, India is In-
dira” within acoupic ofyears
of floating of the slogan.

by Y pri 2
Leader of opposition in
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge had cited the time-
honoured tradition of the
Rajya Sabha that prohibits
allegations against a member
of the other House. He had
also cited a precedent from
June 19. 1967. when V.V.
Giri said: "I would like to
add that it would be a good
mic toobserve that members
of one House should not
use the freedom of speech
on the floor of the House to
make allegations or charges
against memberso ftheother
House...". It is learnt that
Rajya Sabha chaitman has
asked the Rajya Sabha lead-
er. BIP's Piyush Goyal. to
have a look at his statement
wherein he had accused
Rahul, but on his part did
not relent.

Trinamool MP Mahua
Moitra has hit out at Lok
sabha speaker Om Birla,
accusing him of not allow-
ing opposition members
to speak in the House. She
tweeted. "Last 3 days saw
speaker (aombirlakola al-
low ONLY BJP ministers
to speak on mike & then
adjourn parliament with not
a single opposition member
being allowed to speak.
Democracy is under attack.
And the speaker leads from
the front. And | amwilling to
gotojail forthistweet". She
was correct in saying that the
BJP top guns are using the
Speakerand the Rajya Sabha
vice- chairman to throttle
opposition in Parliament.
The functioning of Parlia-
ment is under threat from
the ruling  government
itself, nut by opposition.
(IPA Service)
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Pandemonium over Hindi

MONDAY saw MLAs ofthe Voice of Peoples’ Party

(VPP) walk outofthe Assembly while the Governor

was reading out the customary address which encap-

sulates the policy statement o f the Government and
as such is drafted by the Government. The Gover-
nor's address also contains a review ofthe activities

and achievements of the Government in the previ-

ous year and their policy outlines on critical issues

that need to be addressed in the year ahead. It also

includes the programme of Government Business

for the current Assembly session. It is therefore an

important statement which all legislators, particu-
larly those in the Opposition need to pay attention to

because their duty is to keep the government under

chcek. Hence tie Governor’s address foregrounds

the points of debate in the House. If the address is

in a language that the majority of legislators in the
Jlouse cannot comprehend then the very purpose of

the legislature is defeated.

In the present House, only ChiefMinister, Conrad
Sangma is well conversant with Hindi. He engages
with the powers that are in Delhi in fluent Hindi. The
CM has the benefit of having studied in the national
capital in his formative years but not all have that
good fortune. Those who have studied in Meghalaya

also learn Hindi but only as a third language after

the vernacular aid English and only up to Class 10.

Hence their ability to understand the nuances of the

language is limited. To engage constructively in a

language one does not undcrctand is a tall order.
While the previous governor Satya Pal Malik was
also comfortab e with Hindi he made it a point to
speak in English with those that find it difficult to
understand Hindi. In any case it is basic courtesy

to speak to someone in a language that the person

understands or lo do so through an interpreter. And

herein lies the mb! The Meghalaya Legislative As-

sembly is not equipped with a simultaneous trans-
lating facility. Had this facility been available then

legislators would have been able to speak in their

native languages and express themselves better.

There is a point to be made about English and

why it scores over Hindi. It is one of the most com-

monly spoken languages in the world and it opens up

avenues notjus. within the country but inevery part

of the world. It is the language of science, comput-

ers, diplomacy, tourism etc. English is the official

language of 53 countries and is used as a lingua

franca (a mutually known language) by people from

all around the world. English is also the language of

the media industry. Hence to privilege Hindi above

English is to limit the scope for job opportunities.
The debate should end here and the Assembly had
better acquire .ranslation facilities at the earliest
and end the brouhaha over the use of Hindi in the

Assembly.

Yes Mister
Secretary

Editor,

There is no point in re-
openingthe debate or discus-
sion on the official status of
1lindi as die otlicis| language
in India More thin enough
to fill a few dozen librar-
ies has been written on the
subject. The faci however
remains that many states in
the country with their mil-
lions of inhabitants do not
speak the language and arc
unfamiliar and uncomfort-
able with Hindi. Notwith-
standing thewishtill thinking
of the Sangh Parivar that it
should be otherwise, this is
the political status of Hindi
in India. The language is
spoken mainly in the Indo-
Gangctic cow bell slates but
trying toram Hind down the
throats of non Hindi speak-
ing minority communities
and states is an entirely dif-
ferent matter. It crosses the
limitsof political gimmickry
and instead stands out as a
sore thumb ofa socicty that
has no respect not consider-
ation for the sentiments of
other minority societies. In
asingle word it sUlids outas
uncouth loutishn<ss!

On theopeningday ofthe
Budget Session of MDA.02.
ic the March 20. 2023. the
Governor chosc to address

theAugust Jlouse oftheLeg-
islative Assembly in Hindi.
Some M LAs. obviously for
whom Hindi isas equivalent
as (Jrcck. walked out as a
sign of protest. Good for
them! One is given to believe
that the Chief Minister then
tried to defend thisaction of
the Governor by stating that
it’s becausc of his Excel-
lency's limitations in terms
of fluency of being able to
speak or read. In simple
layman’s language. English
deficiency is theguy's forte!
But no problem there as it's
the sort of political theatrics
followed by the usual incom-
prehcnsiblc explanations
that all Indian's arc being
acclimatized to.

One is worried however
about other more serious
issues than political dramat-
ics. My worry stems from
the fact of the existence of
a Head of State who is un-
acquainted with the English
language in a state where
English is the official lan-
guage. My perplexity rapidly
becomes acuteworry when |
turnto Art 153 An 162 of
the Constitution of India. All
bills ofthe State Government
and those o f the Autonomous
District Councils have toat-
tain the approval ofthe Gov-
ernor. Rut then all official
correspondence between Raj
Bhavan and these premier
institutions of governance
arcin English. Can someone

Wc at North East Network
(NEN) were perhapsamong
the few, maybe first, in
shillong toorgar

oSt

ortem
and a salutation

By Roshtni Goswami

tions around March 8. Back
in that progressive era there
were enough reasons to
celebrate and truly honour-
able women to honour -the
likes of Sylvcrinc Swer.
Qucenic Rynjah and Sitimon
Sawian. Evolved and broad-
minded women o fsubstance,
unflinching courage, impec-
cable integrity and high so-
cial morality. In those days it
wasn'tsimply about achieve-
mentsbut what people stood
for and embodied. It was
such a privilege therefore to
have these stalwarts grace
our little function. Over the
years as the events around
the International Women's
Day have expanded manifold
my own celebration of the
day has retreated into the
private domain and has pri-
marily been a quiet evening
of sharing a drink or two
and uncensorcd conversa-
tions with friends. This year
however therc was a real
reason to come together to
celebrate! To cclcbratc the
three persons = two women
and a man from the KAM
Meghalaya platform who
fought the Assembly elec-
tions and lost. W (supporters
and well-wishers) gathered
together in solidarity to sa-
lute their i i Irage,

ad ilcixc? And totop
it all they came in with no
funds to distribute or party
and had to rely on crowd
funding for their basic ex-
penses. In thisofcourse they
were not alone for the VPP
resorted to crowd funding
as well which s nothing new
in the world ofcivil socicty
and have also been followed
by different candidates in
Assam and other places dur-
ing the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions. For bcth groups of
contestants itwas o fcoursea
political statement worthy of
greater attention and appre-
ciation that dcctions can be
andshould be fought without
the squandering of huge
resources evci if you arc a
well-oiled party with access
toeasy and coavcnicnt oiling

S.

But the more disturbing
factor was perfcaps theiropen
and clear stand on a range of
issues many of which were
uncomfortablcandan affront
to the delicat; sensibilities
of Shillongitcs! Topping the
delicate sensibilities was
first of all the unspoken
issue of class - surpris-
ingly hugely problematic
for the so-called egalitar-
ian tribal ethos of Shillong
socicty. The fact that one

integrity and resilience and
mark Women's Day in a
deeply significant way.

The more | reflect on
what the KAM Meghalaya
platform set out to do and
the layers of patriarchal and
societal structures that they
attempted to transgress |
am astounded and realise
what an audacious attempt
itwas in a deeply conserva-
tive socicty like Shillong
with its different levels of
prejudices and mindsets.
The first perhaps was the
temerity of two women and
arebel pastor to venture into
the world of money, muscle
flexing, misogyny and oper-
ating wiliness unbacked by
a male mentor/mentors, or
a dominant party, or a local
heavyweight pressure group
or a religious institution and
then put forth a different nar-
rative about electioneering
and power sharing! A narra-
tive wherein the citizen and
the rights and dignity of the
citizen was the central focus
and the patronised hierarchy
of the ‘ruler' and the 'voice-

of the contestants was a
former domestic worker and
headed the domestic work-
ers forum was received with
an undercurrent of disdain.
Then their uncompromising
secular and non-communal
position which they proudly
and unequivocally declared
standing finnly with different
communities and religious
groups. They were in fact
cautioned about being too
vocal about their sccular
stand for these stands arc at
best to be confined only to
closed WhatsApp groups!
Thereafter was their com-
mitment to human rights
and humanity rather than the
much revered jaitbynriew
and their scandalous support
for the LGBTIQ community
and their rights. What | was
profoundly siruck by was
the underlying beliefs that so
finnly anchored these non-
negotiable positions on rights
and humanity. As deeply be-
lieving and spiritually secure
Christians (with no need for
any public display of their
faith) theirunequivocal stand
against today's dominant

less ruled' was qu
and upturned. Then again a
non- negotiable position on
gender justice regardless of
whoever the perpetrators
were. For instance, why on
earth should they have had
loudand clear voices against
therelease ofthe Bilkis Bano
rapists and murderers when
women politicians of the
ruling dispensation and its
allies themselves maintained

then kindly explain how the
Governor, with hisacknowl-
edged limitations, gives his
assent or dissent on flics
written in a language he is
totally unfamiliar with? Will
he act without comprehend-
ing and awareness of the
advice being given to him
by the Council of Ministers
of the State of Meghalaya?
Will the reasoning power
of the Governor then be at
the whims and mercy of his
Hindi knowing ADCs or
Secretaries? will we now
bewitnessing a home-grown
version of the BBC's "Yes
Minister” video series? This
brings us to the pertinent
point which is  if what is
suspected is true then what is
the use or role of the current
occupantof The Raj Bhavan.
shillong?
Yours etc..
Toki Blah.
Via email

Shillong’s
traffic snarls

Editor.

1 fully endorse Jennicfer
Dkhar's write up of March
17, 2023 regarding road
rage and traflic jams in our
city. The way we drive our
vehicleson the road has now
influenced the way wc live
ourliveswith people becom-
ing aggressive and selfish

politics of )
was driven by their unshake-
ablc belief and commitment
to the tenets of ‘love’ which
is thevery foundation of their
religion. At no given point
would these beever bartered
off no matter what the lurcs
or arguments are.

For me what was also
especially telling was the
economic divide and push
back on tha.. The KAM

in their daily lives with no
thought given at all to the
inconvenience o fothers. The
situation will only get worse
with noaction being taken by
the government. The Traffic
Department appears to be
quite inactive as about two
yearsago they had requested
the undersigned for some
tips to case the congestion
and these tips were given to
the department a couple of
times but noaction was ever
taken till date The tips given
will not solve the city’s traf-
fic problem but will help to
case the congestion to some
extent in some areas. This
traflic jam problem has to
be taken seriously and has
to be tackled on a war foot-
ing and unless it is done so,
we the common people will
continue to suffer. Let us
insist that the new govern-
ment gives this problem the
attention that it deserves.
Yours ctc..
D.M. Pariat,
Via email

Whose is the
region: his the
language

Editor,
The goingi-on in the As-
sembly arc njw confronted

by a patriot: * we don't want
interpretations of the Gov-

contestants arc
well known for their years
of work for the urban poor
and the unorganised sector
having always stood sol-
idly behind all categories of
workers including migrant
workers, domestic workers,
street hawkers and vendors.
And therein lies a catch
for the most preliminary of
discussions on congestion
in shillong city immediately
Zzeroes in to the street hawk-
crseven by the most avowed
social activists! Nobody talks
about the number o fvehicles
on the streets, ofthe number
of cars that each family has
and uses and the fact that
very few people in Shillong
today actually walk for small
errands. Many reasons are
cited for this, of course,
although 1 think despite all
limitations and obstacles
Shillong is still quite a walk-
able city. Nobody has simi-
larly been able to explain to
me that if street hawkers arc
the primary reason for con-
gestion then why is it such
a pleasure to drive through
Shillong when schools are
closed? Wonder if street
hawkers go on holiday too?
Obviously, the problem lies
elsewhereand has tobe tack-
led from that perspective. |
believe it is being initiated
but these arguments throw
up deep prejudices about the
urban poor and the eternal
divides of ‘them* and *us*.
On the contrary amongst
the street hawkers them-
selves there are no such
divides of caste, ethnicity
or religion. Their conditions
and economic status unites
and gives them a different
perspective of coexistence
alien to the elite middle
class of Shillong. The Kam
Meghalaya contestants have
enabled that invaluable sense
of solidarity. Wandering
off into the niral areas and
drawing a simplistic no-
tion of village life and rural
poverty can be somewhat
romantic. Urban poverty on
the other hand is more chal-
lenging because it is about
shared spaces, stares you in
the face and pushes you to
confront your own biases.
Working and dealingwith the
sex workers of Sonagachi,
Kolkata many years ago
compelled me to confront
my own biases and taught
me invaluable lessons on
humility. A deep connection
with theassociation of street
hawkers then immediately
put the KAM contestants
in the suspicious category
of the "other'! And so they
lost - weighed down by the
heaviness of their values and
positions and bccausc they
were clearly the'other*. But
as Milan Kundcra asks, 'is
heaviness truly deplorable
and lightness splendid™

emors address.” Ardent's
claims are highly relevant,
and he is going to be widely
respected, loved and mis-
interpreted. We need this
attitude: it was long overdue.
I'm only sad that many oth-
ers did not walk out with
him, because I'm sure most
of them didn't understand a
word that was being said, but
thought that they were do-
ing the dccent thing, which
every common person and
anyone is capable of.

One kindofman will risk
nothing, another wants risks.
Either way one is making a
sacrificc. It is the higher ones
that overcome this artificial
decency that one is obliged
to comply with. That sepa-
rates them from the herd,
and in so defying it perform
a heroic act on impulse or
on careful consideration...
in this ease, as far as | could
tell -on impulse: a reason-
able impulse without being
overwhelmed by stormy
feelings and temper, one
that can be interpreted as
reasonable compassion for
the masses whom Ardent
represents.

We must remember that
blind indulgence to any dig-
nitary, regardless o fwhether
it is out of a genuine or a
hostile affect, is the cause of
the greatest evils. Great char-
acter docs not consist in not
possessing a hostile affect
-on the contrary, great men

Doesn't heaviness bring you
closer to that which is truth-
ful and real while lightness
after a while becomes insig-
nificant? Perhaps many years
from now the value of KAM
Meghalaya's weight will
finally be comprehendedand
lauded. For now as Shillong
flics high on the ‘lightness
of being' just a handful of
discerning minds will un-
derstand the full import of
this extremely courageous
attempt. A truly watershed
moment in the history or
rather ‘herstory’ of feminists
mobilising in NE India. A
moment to be treasured.

As the eternal cynic | did
not have any delusions of
the possibility of the stereo-
typical notion of success of
a value based platform. The
response to the victory of
the two women candidates
in neighbouring Nagaland
has understandably been eu-
phoric. Naga women, at least
a few of them have fought a
long, bitter and difficult fight
toarrive at this moment and
one can momentarily put
aside party affiliations, ideo-
logical concerns, and share
that joy. But as a feminist
it is difficult to brush aside
more disturbing questions
that arise immediately at this
point. If women's political
participation is not simply
about representation at any
cost but much more about
women's agency then it isan
extremely challenging mo-
ment in Indian democracy
to have agency. A repeated
word ofadvice that one kept
hearing in Shillong about
KAM Meghalaya is that
the candidates should have
just tried to join one of the
‘strong* parties! But that
is precisely the point. Can
‘strong* women in 'strong
parties' really push back
on patriarchal gags or can
only pursue that which is
‘allowed* of them by the pa-
triarchs. In the last nine years
the toxicity in the political
arena in the country has been
unprecedentedand continues
to rise accompanied by a
gagging, shackling patriar-
chy and feudal paternalism
that advances like galloping
cancer. Yet through the KAM
Meghalaya experience plus
the way the recently held
elections in NE India played
out the feudal paternalism
and the hierarchy of the
‘ruler’ and ‘the ruled’ is
what people male or female,
want -be it the electorate or
the politicians themselves.
A longing to be blessed by
the patriarchal ‘ruler* ! If
more powerful and seasoned
politicians have willingly
acquicsced to this then could
we fault the two women in
Nagaland if they arc limited
in what they can actually
achieve? On that note | dis-
engage from 'the unbearable
lightness o fbeing’ and retire
into the world of Faiz Ahmed
Faiz forsolace. There will be
other dccadcs.

possess them to the high-
est degree - but they keep
that hostile character under
control and that is what we
could discern in the way the
VPP staged their walkout
gracious, noble and exalted.
This was the dynamite many
were expecting and waiting
for from the VPP and it was
fired on the very first day
of the Assembly session -a
genuine Khasi fighting for a
sensible cause. This act will
have an invaluable effect for
the Party.

If English is a foreign
language which we should
not accept then so is democ-
racy. Is it appropriate for the
elected representatives to be
addressed in a language they
do not understand?No. They
must be respected by anyone
who is required to address
them. Isit appropriate for the
House to be confronted like
this? Time will tell because
the answer to that will settle
the greatest dispute that con-
fronts the country today.

Yours etc..
Gregory Shullai.
Via email

Alticles and ltters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
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IS prayer in
public Spaces
an anathema?

By Barnes Mawrie

These past few days,
there have been a number
of articles appearing in the
shillong Times criticizing
the Christian MDA 2.0 lead-
ers for seeking blessings
from their church leaders.
Some of these writings have
put the church leaders them-
selves in bad light, as if they
have committed a crime in
offering prayers for these
leaders. In this particular ar-
ticle I wish toclear the toxic
air that iseirculating around
due to these writings.

Firstofall, we need toun-
derstand the socio-cultural
and religious context of our
country India. It is good to
keep in mind that secular-
ism understood in western
countries is quite differ-
ent from that of our coun-
try. Secularism in the west
emerged as an offshoot of
protest against the Church,
advocated by freemasons
and atheistic ideologues.
Secularism which got a de-
cisive stamp in the French
Revoluticn of 1789, was in
fact the ideology of freema-
sons like Maximilicn Robe-
spierre. Western ideology is
charactcnzed by dualism in
every aspect, therefore the
revolutionists succeeded in
segregating the church from
politics. This movement
gained momentum since
the French Revolution and
gradually the church was
forced to estrange herself
from poliiical life.

disconnected from socio-
political life. Thus for an
Indian or a tribal person, to
separate religion from poli-
tics is something unthink-
able and incomprehensible.
Thereforewhen our political
leaders seek God's blessings
from the church it is only a
manifestation of our Indian
or tribal characteristics. lam
surprised why people arc so
frantic about this as if the
whole world would collapse.
We shouldbe happy that our
leaders still understand the
necessity of divine assis-
tance in their ministry.

When Mr. Modi, our hon-
orable PM inaugurated the
Kartavya Path on January
21, 2022. in New Delhi,
therewere Hindu hymnsand
prayers being sung and recit-
ed. | am sure when the new
Parliament building would
be inaugurated there would
be Hindu pujaris who would
offer prayers. We have also
often seen politicians in UP
and other Hindu dominated
states going to temples and
seeking blessings from their
pujaris. Why arc the same
critics of religion not saying
anything about these and
why do they choose to pick
only on Christian leaders of
our state?

In our Northeastern tribal
states where the majority
of politicians are Chris-
tians. what is wrong with
them when they go seek-
ing prayers and blessings.

“The Pope is considered by the

international community as the legal

"head o fstate " and he appoints his

representatives in different countries.

Soforallpracticalpurposes the church

is very’ much still in politics. It ought to

do so because man as we understand

cannot be dissected into two selves - a

spiritual man and a m aterial man - but

he isan integral whole. Thus, it would be

absurd to say that the church should cater

only to the spiritual manfo r that would be

a dangerous dichotomy. "

The Treaty of Lateran in
1929 between the Vatican
and Benito Mussolini, how-
ever. should notbe perceived
as the charch being cut off
from mundane politics, but
instead it was an affirmation
that faith and politics cannot
be separated. It should not
be forgotten that Vatican is
a political state with all dip-
lomatic rightsand privileges
like other countries. The
Pope is considered by the
intcmaticnal community as
the legal “head of state* and
he appoints his representa-
tives in eiffcrau countries.
So forall practical purposes
the church is very much still
in politics. It ought to do so
because man as we under-
stand cannot be dissccted
into two selves ~ a spiritual
man and a material man =
but he is an integral whole.
Thus, it would be absurd to
say that ihe church should
cater only to the spiritual
man for that would be adan-
gerous dichotomy. Religion
works for the salvation of
the whole person and not for
part of han or her. For this
reason time who advocate
that religion should have
nothing to do with politics,
are being whimsical to say
the least.

When it comes lo India,
we all know that ourconcept
of secularism is not based
on a philosophy of dualism.
This is the reason why unlike
in thewestwhere philosophy
and theology arc two distinct
disciplines, in India these
two merge together. The
eastern philosophy is one of
unity and not of duality. To
an Indian and much more
to a tribal person, there is
no such a thing as religion

Secularism in the Indian
context is not doing away
with religion. Our constitu-
tional fathers, unlike their
western counterparts, are not
atheists but deeply religious
persons. So secularism in
India should be understood
as* respect and tolerance for
all religions and freedom to
believe and propagate one’s
religion.”

What the Hindu funda-
mentalists are doing today
(destroying churchcs and
mosques or attacking Chris-
tian religious services etc)
arctotallyagainst the sccular
values that our constitution
enshrines. With regards to
praying before the assembly
session. | fail to understand
why people are so fidgety
about it. | would be happy
to sec prayers being said
before any parliament ses-
sion. Sincc our MPs conic
fromdifferent faiths it would
be more proper to have an
interfaith prayer session.
India is basically a religious
country (the cradle of world
religions) so praying in the
parliament or in the assem-
blies should not be strange
atall.

| do appreciate the initia-
tive taken in Meghalaya to
begin assembly sessions
with a prayer. Sincc more
than 95% of our MLAs
arc Christians so saying a
Christian prayer should be a
normal thing, or else an in-
terfaith prayer could be held.
That is left to our MLAS to
decide among themselves
for we the public have no
nght to comment on that tor
they are our representatives
whom wc have willfully
elected.
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Peril in Punjab
THE Punjab Policc and the state government
would need to give a lot of explanation as to
how they have allowed the situation to reach
a level wherein a 'militant’ preacher by name
Amritpal Singh operated there without any hin-
drance for the past few years. Me has projected
himself as Bhindranwale 2.0, moved around
with armed supporters, raised a militant outfit
by name Waris Punjab Dc. and finally escaped
with relative ease from a police crackdow n last
week. The High Court in Chandigarh has asked
a pointed questions as to how all this could hap-
pen when the state is having a policc strength of

80,000 personnel.

The sensitivity about Punjab needs no re-

iteration.

It was after much bloodshed and

painstaking efforts over several years that calm
was restored in the state sincc the eruption of
the Khalistan movement spearheaded by Jar-
nail Singh Bhindranwale with backing from
the Pakistan army's IS| intelligence wing. The
events in Punjab had veered towards a sep:

movement and ultimately claimed the life of the

then Prime Minister.

Indira Gand

Hindi goes far beyond the
overnor’s address

By Albert Tliyriang

Last Monday during the
inaugural address of ihc
governor. Phagu Chauhan
agitated Ardent Miller Ba-
saiawmoit and leader of the
Voice of the People* Party
(VPP) led his MLASs towalk
out oftheAssembly in protest
against the governor who
spoke in Hindi. The newly
appointed governor’s deci-
sion baffled many. It was
only right that the VPP reg-
istered their objection very
strongly. Interrupting his
speech soon after it started.
Basaiawmoit appealed to the
governor not to use Hindi
becausc Meghalaya is not
a Hindi speaking state and
that very few in the House
understand the language. He
alleged that a precedent is
being set as an attempt by
the central government to
impose Hindi in the state.
The chief minister rose up to
defend the governor saying
that the governor can't read
Ungtish and therefore, at: per
the rule the speech in Hmdl

n October

1984. four months after Operation Bluestar in
which Bhindranwale and many of his followers
were killed by security forces in the holy Golden
Temple. The Indira assassination sparked the
Delhi riots where the Sikh community were
targeted and many lost their hearths and homes.
Yet. the political leadership showed a sense of
maturity in restoring peace and granting Punjab
what was its due. There has been peace and
political stability ever since, with the state's
leadership firmly in the hands of Sikhs through

successive gDvernments.

It ended up with the

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) after the Akali Dal,

Congress era.

Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann’s promise
on Tuesday to do his best to maintain peace in
the state in itselfcannot exonerate him from the
guilt of having abjectly failed to rise up to the
occasion anc to act effectively in checking the
recurrence of militancy. As per reports, Amritpal
Singh was planning a state-wide outreach to
"baptize youth for suicidc attack missions and
used de-addiction centres to stockpile weapons
sourced from Pakistan.” It is another matter that
Pakistan no longer lias the capacity to needle
India but a collapsing power can sometimes go
any lengths too. The question that arises is what
were the central agencies and the Union Home
Ministry doing so far to checkmate these fresh
attempts at re-igniting militancy in Punjab?
The crackdown on Saturday saw the involve-
ment of the central agencies too and yet the
key figure has made good his escape. All efforts
to locate Amritpal Singh have failed. This is a
serious matter and one ofgreat concern for the

country.

Mawroh-
Mawkynroh-
Mawlai road
construction

Editor,

Much has bicn written
and many opinions given
through this piper in the
past on bad roads and road
construction in Shillongcity,
not to speak of rural roads.
We all arc concerned about
public property and assets,
since such road>come once
every 50 years or so. The
current doublc-laning of
MawToh -Mawxynroh road
Ieadlng upto ISBT which is

because the thickness of the
bitumen is very poor. The
uppermost layer should have
been of6 inches thickncss or
more to make it last longer ,
smoother and bear the load
ofheavy vehicles. Currently
wc do not know who the
contractors undertaking this
important task arc. This road
is already busy and traffic
will be enormous oncc it
ii completed. 1don't know
how long the road will last
and the public would be the

be continued.

do so by the Speaker, lhe
Nongkrem M LA and three of
his colleagues boycotted the
customary inaugural session
by walking out.

One docs not wish lo be-
lieve that there is an agenda
to impose Hindi in the state.
But why should the Modi
government send a governor
who can’t even read English
to Meghalaya? The ccntral
government is fully aware
thatvery few in the state un-
derstand Hindi. In 2018 when

in Hindi there were protests.
Amparccn Lyngdoh. then in
the Opposition, and a couple
of other MLAs reacted by
speaking in their mother
tongues. Arc wc to believe
that no one who can speak
English is available o be ap-
pointedgovernorin thestate?
Ihat is a joke really! The
present governor might have

role and function of the gov-
ernor is not limited to just
reading the written speech
in the Lcgisla ive Assembly.

The governor also attends
functions. If he speaks in a
language nooie understands
his presence will be futile. He
alsointeracts with the public.
If people and the governor
don't understind each other,
the governor will be ineffec-
tive. Here the issue goes far
beyond respe<ting a particu-
lar language. The implica-
tions arc scribus. Everyone
respects all th: languages. A
point is made by the editor of
this paper wlolc reacting to
comments on her Facchook
post. If memcranda arc pre-
sented to the governorwill it
mean that theywill have tobe
in Hindi? Or will the English
memos be first translated
into Hindi for the governor
alone? | low practical is that?
Will the Bills from JHADC

guagc in the official list. If
these languages were to be
used in Meghalaya's session
protests and boycotts will
take place not becauseM LAs
don't like these languages but
simply bccausc they don't
understand them. You may
retort that these mentioned
languages arc not official
languages in Meghalaya.
Hindi too is not an official
language here. Hindi has no
primacy ovcrother languages
listed in the Eighth Schedule
to the Constitution. Provid-
ing a translated version of
(he governor's specch is not
he same as listening to the
persﬂn. If a simultaneous
translation is available to
each member in the Assem-
bly then any language can
be accepted. As of now that
facility is not there.
The chicf minister has
staunchly defended the gov-
emor. This is not surprising

The newly appointed governor’s

decision baffled many.

It was only

right that the VPP registered their
objection very strongly. Interrupting
his speech soon after it started.
Basaiawmoit appealed to the
governornot to use Hindi because
Meghalaya is not a Hindi speaking
state and that very few in the House
understand the language.

KHADC and GHADC be
first made available in Hindi
for the govenor so that he
can read them carefully be-
fore he rejects or assents to
them? Is that realistic? Will
the Legislative Assembly’s
Bills also be first translated
into Hindi forthe sake of the
governor? It isccrtainly time
consuming. All the ADCs*
and state government's Bills
will lapse in Raj Bhavan. Is
this not an utter disrespect to
the State of Meghalaya? In

been inted ir
so that under the pretext that
he docs not even read the
Roman script, his speech in
I Awmhly will hi* in in
Hindi in the hope that it will
be accepted. A precedent has
begun. A tradition is then
created. The use of Hindi is
therefore normalised inside
and outside the house. This is
the thought and the plan. The
rule may allow the Governor
toaddress the | louse in | lindi
but the intention is suspect.
Hie statement ofthe V PP*s
leader is now expunged. His
interruptions are deemed dis-
respectful by no less than the
chicfminister himself. How-
ever. itis the central govern-
ment which is disrespecting
the people of Meghalaya by
appointing governors who
don't understand them. The

lo Mawroh junction is in
progress. The same story
continues as the quality of
work done in the completed
portion is not visible. The
smoothness of ihc road is
lacking in many portions of
the road length especially
in the middle of the road.
In some parts the bitumen
is alright and in others it is
not. My sincere request to
the contracton. undertaking
this important project of this
very busy road is to o the

losersar in future.
| would request the PWD
Roads to please conduct a
proper spot inspection and
supervision to oversee the
qualltyofwork before giving

coinple-
thn Thanks to the PWD
Roads and for ihc contrac-
tors for making this happen
although it has taken more
than 2years for ihis to rcach
nearcompletion However. |
would oncc again point out
asa lay person thai the qual-
ity of work is not up to the
standards laid down for road
construction. Lhave seen
many roads constructed,
while passing through the
length and breadth of this
state. Garo Hills, Assam
ctc. All 1can say is this -
the roads here arc of poor

certificate.
Eurther. roads will not last
in the absence of drainage
systems. Till date there arc
no signs of drain construc-
tion. | would suggest that
side drains be simultane-
ously constructed so that
rain water will not erode
the road. Moreover, road
markings sideways and in
the middle for safety sake
has not been done since the
road is already functional. |
would request the engineers
and subordinate ofticcrs of
PWD to act immediately as
‘this road is under construc-

quality. Roads
by renowned companies'
groups as per specifications
arcalways good and last for
years. This road sonly afew
months old and wc can sec
the unevenness, especially
at night when the lights arc
on. Smoothnessis aconcern

tionand near
Pleasedo not leave the wurk
to ihc “contractors” alone.
For the future wc all want
to sec good quality roads
in our Shillong city and not
sub-standard ones.

Eurther. ihc much-await-
cd road from Petrol Pump

isly for thegood
ofeverycitizen in this part of
thecity.

Across shillong, roadsarc
inavery bad shape. Whether
you drive ina new or old car.
the roads will shake andjolt
your car. Constant repairs
and patch work annually or
bi-annually have damaged
the smoothness and quality
oftix; roads. In public inter-
est 1 request that good roads
be made so that wc can be
proud of our city. | hope our
respected leaders under MDA
2.0 will deliver the goods to
at least make it worthy of
Shillong to be a Smart City.
This is written in public in-
terest and not to criticise or
offendanyone. Thesearc my
personal views.

ours etc.
Reward Rymbai.
Via email

Man-Made
Traffic Jam

Editor.
Trafficjams have bccome

itis
mandatory for Meghalaya's
governor to know English
if the titular icad wants to
inli‘ir himsrifin Ihi* peopl<
of the state.

There are those who point
out that then; is no harm if
Hindi is used in the gover-
nor’s address because Hindi
is one of the 22 official lan-
guages in India. Well said!
But docs it mean that any
of those 22 languages can
be used in the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly? If
tomorrow a governor insists
that he or she addresses the
House in Bcigali bccausc
hc/she docs not know any
other language will no one
raise objections? The same
with Assamese or Tamil or
Malayalam or Guajarati or
Kashmiri or any other lan-

amajor issue =i all major cit-
ies. In Shillong, all of us arc
losing our scn>cof direction.
Forexample, residentso fthe
southern par. of Shillong,
who want to go to Policc
Bazar, must drive around
Anjali petrol pump, the most
congested areao f the city. To
avoid this impractical traffic
arrangement, we arc bound
to take the road via Pine
Mount School, and uiuhxo-
sarily overcrowd the road
from Barik to Civil Hospi-
tal. Therefore, diverting the
traffic to other routes causes
trafficjams. Many times, the
flow of traffic gets disrupted
becausc of baj and arrogant
behaviour of the drivers.
On top of that Government
vehicles arc daily violating
traffic rules. Look how they
crush us. The* arc always in
a hurry, for what? Difficult
lo answer.

The Government should
immediately identify spaces
to allot street lawkcrs a safe
and respectable placc. They
should not te allowed to
sit on the curbs of the road.
They cncroaci a major por-
tion of the road and footpath,
which adds to traffic jams.
We always notice that the
PW D road from Laban Sports
Club till Seven Set School is
converted to a parking area.
Surely when vehicles arc
allowed to park only on one
side, a two-way traffic on the
road may be allowed, when
the road from Crinoline to
Barik is always a two-way
road. This will avoid conges-
tion at the twomainjunctions

given his closencss with the
BJP and its top leaders. His
justification that Hindi be
respected mustbe pleasing to
the cars ofthe Sangh Parivar.
It is the BIP's ideologue,
the RSS and other Hindutva
groups which arc pushing
for the promotion of Hindi
all over the country. It is no
longera scerct that the theory
ofone nation, one language,
one culture, one religion and
one law is being pursued as
an agenda. It is understand-
able that as a head of the
government which has the
blessings o fthe BJP. thechicf
minister iscompelled to stand
by the Governor. But there
arc instances where chicf
ministers publicly disagreed
with governors on sensitive
and emotional issues. In
January this year in Tamil
Nadu. Chief Minister. MK
Stalin moved a resolution
in the House in the presence
of the Governor. RN Ravi
for skipping the mention of
DMK’s founder. Periyar. BR
Ambcdkar and two former
CMs. The unprecedented
incident saw the governor
walking out of the House.
That is one of the rarest of
rare cases. In November last
year Mizoram chicfminister.
Pu Zoramthanga wrote to
Amit Shah to transfer the

at Barik and Civil Hospital.
Definitely, residents of the
Southern part of Shillong will
ply via these useful roads.
W really appreciate the
Seng Kynthci Cathedral Par-
ish. Laitumkhrah. who took
the initiative to case traffic
jams by providing a pairing
placc. Even ihcn there arc
still stubborn, stingy, and un-
caring individuals, who still
park tltcir vehicles along the
driveway to the Cathedral,
and at the main road just to
save parking Ices of Rs.20.
There is no point in send-
ing your children lo school,
when everyday you illegally,
wrongly, and cardcssly tcach
them how to park their vehi-
cle wherever convenient for
you. The principle of triple
parkingconvergence concept
beside Pine Mount School.
Bharal Scouts and Guide
and Laban Sports Club, the
Cathedral, Laitumkhrah. ctc.
docs not ruleout

chicf secretary Renu Sharma
becausc his MLAs don't
understand Hindi and some
have difficulty with English.
This is an extreme, but when
it relates to the pride of the
state even a public spat with
ihc governor or the cantrc is
not to be shied away from.

If a governor addresses
the Tamil Nadu or Andhra
Pradesh or Tclangana As-
sembly in Hindi surely unruly
scenes will be witnessed. The
people may also go up in
amis against such a move. So
what the VPP did was reason-
able. We may not agree with
the antics of Ardent but wc
know very well that govern-
ment takes notice only when
such things take placc. Even
Amparcen who recorded her
protest in 201X fell short of
supporting the decision o fthe
youngest party in the state.
She asked the central govern-
ment to send governors who
Kknow English to Meghalaya.
Thefiiin Maud ofthe VPP also
received a massive support
from the public, on social
media, at least. But it is in-
dicative. It is surprising that
the regional parties said noth-
ing. This is becausc they arc
now identical with the NPP.
In his sound bite UDP’s Paul
Lyngdoh acknowledged that
hewas reading the text rather
than listening toihc language
hedocs not understand. How-
ever. he trivialiscd the issue
saying he would demand for
theappointment ofan English
speaking governor only if
he was clected an MP. This
is strange. Even an ordinary
citizen can petition anything
permissible from the union
government.

If the first day is an in
tion. Ardent Basaiawmoit and
his North Shillong, Mawlai
and Sohryngkham MLAs
will be quite a handful for
the MDA-11 government.
Could wc see that in the next
five years ihc narrative will
be dominated by Ihc Op-
position? | hat is good news
for Meghalaya if there is a
strong Opposition which puts
the government on the mat
Besides the VPP there arc
also some capable legislators
in the Opposition Bench. But
will they fulfil their role rather
than busying themselves in
shifting allegiances and look-
ing for greener pastures when
they arc in government?

The content of the spccch
of the governor is completely
side tracked bccausc of the
language controversy. No one
is discussing it. The public is
not even aware of the poli-
cies of ihc new government
highlighted in the governor’s
speech. Everything is lost in
the pandemonium over Hindi.
Perhaps it’s a prize worth
sacrificing.

vast area the school has. The
narrow patch o froad fromold
Laban Bus Stop near Policc
Station, to St. John's School

(SIX)

Bob’s Banter
A Bride for Rahul

By Robert Clements

With atacks on poor Ra-
hul worscring by the day. in
my very vivid imagination |
sec the Congress think tank
putting oi their thinking
caps and pondering the best
solution to the nightmare
brought abDut by their leader
opening his mouth at Cam-
bridge. "An important issue
like Adaniis being sidelined
becausc tI* treasury benches
arc attacking Rahul,"” said a
worried les-dero fthe opposi-
tion party o me.

"And rw the Delhi po-
licc have also got an ar-
rest warrait for him!" said
another leader, "Looks like
our dear Rahul is destined
forfihar!"

"Wc tod him last week
not to trimhis hairor beard,”
said the spokesman of the
party angrily.

“Looks like he did not
listen to you," | said.

“He lisicned to the bar-
ber.” said ihc same spokes-
man shaking his head in
frustration, “we knew for
sure that the ruling party was
hell bent on seeing he shaved
his hair and beard. They
knewa lot ofhis strength and
wisdom camc out of those
long locks! India loved him
with those looks!"

“So, did they send a
Delilah after him?" 1smiled
and asked.

“In a way yes, but a
Delilah in the form of a

lady barter, who told him.
his sweet dimple couldn't
be seen and off camc his
hair!”

"You have any strategy
tosave him?" | asked. “You
guys arc supposed to be the
think-tanko! the party! Earn
your living!**

"Easier said than done.”
said the first think tanker,
“We have always relied on
the High Command to make
all decisions and now that
very high command is pow-
erless! Wc have never prac-
ticed decision making!"

I left tic worried con-
gressmen for awhile and
went out for sonic frcsh air.
till | found one of the think
tankersstanding next to me.
“We arc stuck.”hesaidas he
looked at me beseechingly.

“I can see that!" | said
sharply.

“Can you help us?"

“WhoalWhoa!" | said.
“I have no experience in
such matters. 1 am no politi-
cian!"

"Wc know that,” said
the think linker curtly. “Wc
don'tneedany political deci-
sions to bemade, for that we
have the High Command.” 1
rolled my eyes upward then
hastily rolled them back in
place as hecontinued, “What
we need is a

is also having the b
lem. Cars are parked on the
side of the road causing great
difficulties for pedestrians es-
pecially for the school going
children and their guardians.
Driving on this road is night-
marish. Parking on this patch
oi road should altogether be
disallowed. When you take a
round from the Red Cross via
lew Dak. St. John's School,
come down to Red Cross,
the road is approximately one
km but you will be greeted
by 27 numbers of spccd-
breakers. Rich people who
own more than one vehicle
always would welcome the
odd-even rule, and wc were
shocked to Icam that one of
thesenior major

guru who will tcach us ‘the
art of thinking and decision
making!”

“Sure.” | said. “1 know
an excellent man. "Let me
call him and see if he's free
1o give you people a crash
course todiy!”

It was two hours alter the
crash course that in my very
vivid imagination. | returned
to the party headquarters
and found the whole camp
in jubilation. They were
garlanding the ‘thinking
guru’ and seeing me, they
threw some flowers my way.
"He is excellent!" said the
spokesman who had first
spoken to me, "W¢ can now
think freely, without helpfrom
the high command, and have

regional party supported this
selfish road rationing schemc.

ity of increasing traffic jams
on thesecrowdcd roads. Even
the road from Civil Hospital
to the statue of (L) ‘fhrang
Hok Rangad is not spared.
Often the sight of hapless
traffic constables, struggling
helplessly with the milling
traffic can be seen here. They
keep on whistling not know-
ing what todo

"No parking space. No
solution.” The Government
also should take initiative
to provide a parking placc
inside the premises of Pine
Mount School. It
hamper sports activities o
the students considering the

for his own
Please think about those who
took a loan for one second-
hand Maruti 800 or Tata
Nano. We paid our taxes in
full not 50%. so we should
get even space to drive our
vehicles. Our cxperietkC was
mind boggling
Yours etc.
D Pakynlcin
Via email.

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full narme, address and
contact number o<the writer,
even iftheyare sent by email,
Only letters withthe requisite
ikjlcils rilllie pulilisinfcl

decided
headon.”

“Amaziig!" | said, "and
how do you intend helping
your youn& dimpled leader'?"

“We have decidcd to gel
Rahul married!"

“Married?" | whispered,
“and how on earth will a
bride make Rahul's problems
disappear?”

A married man talks to
hlswlfe' ‘sid the spokesman
eagerly, "With a wife in tow.
Ik will not need totalk toOx-
ford or Caubridgc or make
controversial statements to
the press!

“Not a bad idea!" | said
slowly.

"Wc have assigned a
young team of workers to
work on a suitable ad to be
placed in Matrimonial web-

sites, newspapers and even
on posters asking for a mar-
riage partner,” continued
the spokesman. "You may
meet the team now if you
wish.”

‘Wanted Italian Bride’
read the assigned party
worker, from his pad.

“Italian?" 1 asked,
“what's wrong with a desi
bride?"

“Statistics show an In-
dian marrying foreigner has
agreater chance o fwinning
elections,” said the worker,
"sec the ease of Rajcev and
Sanjay. Maneka is still a
nobody!”

"l think we’'ve had
enough of Italians.” | sug-
gested helpfully.

"Okay make it British!"
said another party worker
placing a Congress cap on
my head.
"Wanted British bride."
read the worker, "possess-
ing steady shoulders, hardy
hands, arty arms, fabulous
fingers!”

"Hey!" | shouted.
“What's all this about? You
want a bride or a choir con-
ductor? Why such emphasis
on her hands?"

"The effectiveness of a
good political wife isagood
*hand wave'." explained

a party worker to me loft-
ily. "Remember the Sonia
wave, the Priyanka wave?
Why. even the Indira wave!

If a wife waves well, wc
get votes! Also, strung arm
makes a good hugger. To-
day hugging is our national
activity!'

"What else?"
wearily.

"Someone who has
watched all Ekta Kapoor
serials!"

“You want a bride who
watches Ekta serials?” |
asked incredulously

“That isa must."said the
party worker stubbornly
“All of us agree.”

"Why?" | whispered.

"How else she will know
about saas- balm relation-
ship? How else she will ad-
just to her future mother in
law? Adjusting to Madamiji
is ofparamount importance!
Remember she will have

1 asked

“Why don’tyou rcad out
what you have written till
now," | said quickly.

“Wanted English bride,
with stead)’ shoulder, hardy
hand, strongami and fabulous
finger, who spendswhole day
watching Ekta Kapoor serial.
Please contact....

“Rahult” | completed.

“No. no!"

"Then whose name?”

“"Madamiji of course. Just
like she chose Manmohanji
for PM. Madam will choose
her daughter- in- law for
herselft

"I don’t know if this mar-
riage will work for him!” 1
said worriedly.

"But it will work for us!"
saldacongress workerglee-

they arc using
-strikes to win elec-
tions, we will use Raliulji's
wedding! Everybody likes
a Grand Indian Wedding! It
will be a landslide victory
after that!"

| decided | neededanother
breath of fresh air. and went
out. From the noise coming
from die inside. | knew they
had already placed their ad-
vertisement on social media
and wondered how many
thousands of hopefuls, must
have already sent dieir will-
ingness to wed die dimpled
national leader. | decided
aftera while to go in. only
to be greeted by a deafening
silence, "What?" | asked
puzzled.

"Nobody is interested!"
said the sj sman.

"Why?" | asked

"The women feel he will
do what his competition did:
Get married, then desert her,
leaving her forever!"

I joined them in staring
mournfullyat adismal future
for the party. Luckily it was
just my imagination..!

(TheAuthor conductsan
Online Writers Course. For
more details contact him
on hhuisApp 989237288X
bobsbanterfaxmail.com)
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World Water Day passes by
MARCH 22 is observed as World Water Day but
like every otherday set aside to remind people ofthe
importance ofone issue or other, this day too passed
by uneventfully except for a function for school/

college students at the SosoTham auditorium where
dignitaries said their rchearced picccs. Water is life
and acknowledging this is the first step towards not
only conserving water through judicious use but

also in conserving water sources, catchments and
above all our rivers. The theme for World Water
Day. 2023 is “ Accelerating the change to solve the
water and sanitation crisis." In Meghalaya we have
a humungous problem with both. Most septic tanks

are emptied intorivers, thereby assaulting our water

sources relentlessly. Yet there is no way that action
can be and is being taken agaiast such polluters. In
Meghalaya laws are made to be broken with impu-
nity. Water crisis looms large in the state. Both the
stale and central government are trumpeting about
the Jal Jeevan Mission but unless there are sources
to draw water from, how does water conic to the
homes of people? With rapid deforestation water
sources are dwindling. There is as yet no study on
the loss of forest cover in Meghalaya.

In 2012, just two months after introducing a
policy to promate mining, Meghalaya diluted (he
definition of “forest”. On December 28, 2012 the
state government amended its Forest Regulation Act
of 1973 and said only a “compact and continuous
tract of minimum four hectares.” will now be con-
sidered as forest in the state. The government says
the amendment is to provide clarity to the unclear
definition offorest. The new definition specifies that

an areashould have more than 250 naturally growing
trees with a girth size of 15cm or more per hectare
(ha) to be regarded as forest. In case of a bamboo
dominant patch, more than 100 naturally growing

clumps should be present per ha. In case of mixed
vegetation, the number changes to 150 trees and over
40 bamboo clumps. By the above definition there
is no more forest in Meghalaya. This was done to
facilitate quick clearance for mining. Without forests
how can there be catchments?

It issaid, "Water is Life."” Sadly no one mentioned
World Water Day in the Assembly even while one
memberasked why the Greater Shillong Water Sup-
ply Scheme (GSWSS) is delayed a banal question
especially iftheM LA follows the trail ofthe Umiew
River which flows towards Mawphlang and checks
out how ugly and polluted the water is.

According to UN Reports inadequate access to
clean water, sanitation and hygiene causes death to

around 1.4 million people annually, and the lives of
another 74 million people is cut short. Around 44%
of household wastewater globally is not treated
properly. On the other hand, global water demand
is expected to increase by 55% by 2050. Who will
do the water rccuirements survey in Meghalaya and

who will push the agenda o f water conservation and

keeping the rivers clean?

Aversion to
Hindi as a
language

Editor.

It is really disheartening
to read about the negative
reactions of respectable up-
tight people to the use of
Hindi by our Honourable
Governor in his Address to
the first Assembly Session of
the year. Let us remind our-
selves that we are part of the
Indian territory and our state
has enjoyed statehood for
more than fifty years. Wc live
inademocracywhere ouror-
gans o fgovernment function

was adjudged ‘Best Com-
mander during the National
Cadet Corps (NC'C). Prime
Minister's Rally held at Cari-
appa Parade Ground in New
Delhi OilJa.iiu.iy 28,2023. It
was not an easy task for her
o lead a thousand cadets as
she had to undergo several
stages of training and trials
to get selected. She was
indeed the best as her voice
resounded across the ground
in Hindi -an exemplar par
excellence!!!

What is to be empha-
sized here is that this is not
the time to brood and la-
ment why we arc unable to
understand or communicate
ina language (hat is spoken

to the pr

of ihc Constitution of India
and we avail ofall the rights
and freedoms mentioned
thereof. India has vast geo-
graphical linguistic varieties.
We wear different clothes,
eat different kinds of food,
observe different religious
practices and speak differ-
ent languages etc. Therefore
what we need is national in-
tegration; that is. acommon
identity among tie citizcns
of the country. It is the duty
of every person a* a citizen
to oppose the forces and
ideas that wcakci national
unity and intcgrat.on.

It is indeed a proud mo-
ment for the State .ifMegha-
laya when Risa Iba Laloo

by almost45% of the people
in our country. Those bom
before the 20th century arc
unlucky enough to lack the
opportunity and exposure to
Icam a language other than
our mother tongue and the
language taught in schools.
But the younger generation
should not be made to feel
inferior to their counterparts
in the rest of the countryjust
because they cannot speak or
understand a language other
than their own. Apparently
the ‘old guard' had a much
bigger role to play by being
selfish and not guiding the
young generation toclimb to
greater heights. Knowledge
of languages is the doorway
to wisdom. The more lan-

ocal right
ationa

Theentire fracas that took
place in the Meghalaya Leg-
islative Assembly over the
Governor’s decision to give
his remarks in Hindi is indic-
ative ofthe fact that regional-
ism. in this ease exemplified
by Khasi sub-nationalism,
is not going away anytime
soon. While the shouting of
slogans against the Governor
was not desirable, the walk-
out by the fourV PP (Voice of
Peoples' Party) M LAs led by
Ardent Miller Basaiawmoit
was not ditlicult to predict.
There arc two main ideolo-
gies that define the VPP. their
claim to clean politics and a
pro-jaidbynriew stand on is-
sues. |f they had not reacted
toihe action o fthe Governor
it would have put a dent on
the latter raising doubt in the
minds of a growing number
of Khasi votersifthey indeed
can defend the right of the
indigenous Khasi people
against that of a competing
Hindutva ideology being
propagated by the BJP.

rg

ht

By Bhogtorum Mawroll

session. Thai time it was
Congress legislator from
East Shillong. Ampareen
Lyngdoh who had staged a
walkout soon after the gov-
ernor began hi>address. This
time she s intic ruling party
and did no such thing. But

to note that Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi's roadshow
started from the Ccntral
Library and ended in Police
Bazar Khyndailad which
falls under North Shillong.
BIP knew very well that
they would not have enough
scats to form tt

shedid voice ler displ

at the repeat of the incident
in her interaction with the
press. Then just before the
elections there was the visit
of RSS (Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh) leader Mohan
Bhagwai who declared that
everyone in Vicghalaya is
a Hindu. And before that
there was the furoreover the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA). 2019 whose
aim was to legalize illegal
immigration on the basis
of religion. This was done
notwithstanding the fact
that the Act harboured great
dangers to the indigenous
peoplesofNorth East includ-
i

ding the ad-
monishment by the Chief
Minister the scene created
by VPP in the Assembly will
most probably help them
in their quest to win more
electoral seats in the future.
This is exactly what the BJP
has done in the other parts
of the country. The most
recent example was seen in
Uttar Pradesh when during
its last Assembly elections
the outgoing Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath stated that
the elections in the slate will
be ‘80 per cent versus 20
per cent’ in a veiled refer-
ence to the percentage of
the Muslim population in
the country. Predictably BJP
won the elections and Yogi
Adityanath bccame theChief
Minister once again. How-
ever. |don’tthink VPP is go-
ing to form the government
anytime soon. The elections
in the State havejust got over
and five years is a very long
time for people to find out i f
promises made during elec-
tions will actually be deliv-
ered. Since VPP claims that
they will practise clean poli-
tics they, more than others,
will have to work extra hard
o show that they have actu-
ally brought tangible changes
on the ground cspccially in
their own constituencies. |f
not they will be just another
flash in the pan. not unlike
many others from the past
and many who will appear
in the future as well.

Coming back to the con-
troversy regarding the Gov-
ernor's speech in Hindi,
many would remember that
something similar had hap-
pened in the past as well. In
2018. the then Meghalaya
Governor Ganga Prasad had
created an uproar when he
did the same thing during
the first day of the Budget

guages you know the more
human you arc, otherwise
we voluntarily make our-
selves so helpless and so
ridiculous when we cannot
cu.ineel with the cuwd.
Let us encourage our young
boysandgirls o blend in and
intermingle with the rest of
the society by being able to
speak a language that will
help in creating relationships
with the multitude.
Learning a language will
open students to a world of
opportunities. They become
aware of new cultures and
develop a greater under-
standing and appreciation
ofother people and improve
theirability to communicate
and interact positively with
other people. "The man
who docs not know other
languages, unless he is aman
of genius, necessarily has
deficiencies in his idcas."-
Victor Hugo
Yours etc.,
Corina Lyngdoh.
shillong - 3

Need to
prioritise
educationa
needs
Editor,

I couldn't help but re-
spond to Biplab Kr Dy's re-

But perhaps

on their own but in terms of
messaging, a win in North
Shillong would have been
very significant. The local
right wing was also very
much aware of that.

During the initial rounds
of counting Kharkrang did
very well. He got more than
2000 votes in the first round
while Adclbecn Nongrum.
VPP’s candidate got less
than 500 votes. The same
thing happened in the second
roundaswell. The presenters
of a local YouTube channel
whichwas covering the elec-
tion became very distraught
at the initial results. Both of
the presenters expressed con-

“Just before the elections there was the visit
o fRSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) leader
Mohan Bhagwai who declaivd that everyone in
Meghalaya is a Hindu. And before that there was
thefurore over the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA). 2019 whose aim was to legalize illegal
immigration on the basis o freligion. This was done
notwithsuuiding thefact that the Act harboured
gix‘at dangers to the indigenous peoples o fNorth
Eastincluding Meghalaya. "

that was the actual intention
of the Act. Only time will
tell. Bui apart from the ones
mentioned above there were
some subtle but important
decisions made by the BJP
during the r:cently con-
cludedAssembly elections to
impress their ideology on the
populace of Meghalaya.
After BJP ivas unable to
gain any seals during the
recently concluded election
it was revcalc) that the BJP
central leadership had their
choice of candidate in three
constituencies while in the
remaining 57 scats the state
unit was givei a free hand.
One ofthe candidates chosen
by thecentral leadership was
former|PS ofl cer Mariahom
Kharkrang to contest from
North shillong. While ihc
party can argue that they
chose him to show their
commitment jo the issue of
law and order the choice
of Kharkrang who was the
Superintendent of Police,
East Khasi Hills during the
heydays of HNLC (llyn-
niewtrep National Liberation
Council) was very telling.
If he had won they would
have (most p obably unof-
ficially) claimed his victory
as the rejection of the Khasi
sub-nationalism by the local
populace, h is interesting

port: Can ihc education scc-
torinGaro Hills berevived?
(ST March 22. 2023). It is
with anguish and pain that |
read the deeply distressing.
on giound, laetual .ejKul of
the dismal education sce-
nario in Garo Hills. And |
can comfortably surmise
it's the same in rural areas
of Khasi and Jaintia Hills!
1 totally agree with all the

cem at the prospects o fa BIP
victory on the aspirations of
the politics of jaibynriew.
While they were quite im-
partial in their coverage of
results from the other con-
stituencies they were clearly
invested in BIP not winning
in North Shillong. To their
relief Adclbert replicated
Kharkrang's performance
from the first two rounds by
getting more than 4000 votes
in the remaining two rounds
to achieve a final tally ot
5333 votes ultimately win-
ning by less than a thousand
votes. To the disappoint-
ment of the BIP. the Khasi
votes consolidated and did
not break as much as BIP
had hoped. In this case, the
local right wing was able to
overcome the national right
wing.

However it is notjust the
VPP which is invested in
a pro-jaidbynriew politics.
While the Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma may have
tried to defend the speech of
the Governor in Hindi he has
on occasions shown himself
o be aware ofhis indigenous
identity cspccially of pro-
fessing a faith considered by
Hindutva supporters as being
alien to the sub-continent.
The prayer scrvicc he held
after winning elections was

schools? Such classrooms
will have a long life and
will meet the requirements
till solid structures arc built
Obviously, the tent material
has to be of high iluality and
durable. Similar to those at
adventure sites of Himachal
and Uttaranchal. They arc
not costly!

Now in the case o fmore
B.Ed colleges churning out

X n:
expressed by the persons
interviewed. However.
believe certain priorities
must come first. With no
disrespect toanyone, 1firmly
believe we need to come out
ofour comfort zonesand not
get bogged down by hard and
fast rules or mindsets.

Yes. infrastructure is a
priority, but rot an immedi-

Let me tike you back
to schools that began out of
garages, catllc sheds, ctc.
Montford School at Jorahat
began as a shabby wooden
single structure of a few
rooms, way hack in the 70s.
And now it has grown intoa
monstrosity! Again, at Jagi-
road, very much later. Indus
Valley School began with
thatched root; and bamboo
lattice partitions. Now it's
grown having permanent
buildings. It has beenjudged
the best CBSE school in that
areal Why can't Meghalaya
government jo in for Tent'

teachers. What
qualifies a good teacher?
All your answers will prob-
ably be correct. But | look
at it differently. Vocation
and avocation! If a person
docs not have the drive,
passion, desire, excitement,
enthusiasm, innovative and
imaginative mind, a readi-
ness to invest his time, et
al. then what good will they
be in the school even if they
meet all the qualifications
laid down? Having the
qualitative and quantitative
requirements does not make
a teacher! So. bend the rules
and employ people who
are good teachers and give
them alime frametodo their
further studics-"training. Be
magnanimouswhen a teach-
er is making such a sacrifice
to teach at far flung areas. It
was a practice in the past,
even for well-established
schools!

Why do wc have to open
more B.Ed Colleges? Can't
more Primary Teachers

INQ.VS.

not the first one. Jhen he

formed the government for
ihe first time in 2018 he had
organized a similar prayer
meeting. He had also orga-
nized ‘Meghalaya Prays’
in 2020 where he stated,
"Despite the catastrophe
that surrounds us as wc fight
Covid-19. that has endan-
gered human life and dis-
rupted global economy, wc
draw inspiration from the life
oflesus Christ — His agony
on the Cross and the power
ofhis Resurrection  which
isour living hope. This crisis
has brought nations together
irrespective of races, creed
and class to unite in break-
ing the transmission chain
by doing our part”. There's
no mistaking the importance
of his religious identity of
which Conrad Sangma has
been quite explicit. When the
Indian security forces killed
imioeciit Nuga civilians in
oting (Mon district. Na-
galand) he was the first head
of state from the North East
o demand the repeal of the
draconian AFSPA (Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act). While his party voted
for the CAA in the Indian
parliament he was able to get
an exemption for the Sixth
Schedule Areas of Megha-
laya from the implementa-
tion of the Act. So, he would

political compulsions he did
not sell out the indigenous
peoples of the State. Indeed,
recently his party expressed
its reservations against the
proposed Uniform Civil
Code of the BJP. But if the
recent events that transpired
inthe Assembly are any indi-
cation, the balancing act that
Conrad Sangma perfonns is
going tocome under increas-
ing pressure in the upcoming
future.

Make no mistake, the
Governor's speech in Hindi
was notan accident buta part
oftheattempt by the national
right wing, represented by
the BJP. lo push itsagenda of
a 'one nation one language,
oneetc..ctc.’. The hard local
right wing led by VPP has
replied to it very strongly
and for the sake oftheirown
political relevance they will
have to continue doing so
in the future as well. The
soft right wing represented
by Conrad Sangma has the
difficult task o fkeeping both
happy as he needs them or
the constituency they rep-
resent for his own political
ambitions. All of this means
that Meghalaya's political
landscape is poised to be-
comc very interesting in the
upcoming days.

(The views expressed in
ihc article are those of the
author unit do not reflect in
any way his affiliation lo any
organization or institution)

Training Colleges be estab-
lished? Special training is re-
quired for primary teaching
and the B.Ed syllabus docs
not do justicc to addressing
the iMtvl.ing learning pioeess
exhaustively for primary
school children.

And lastly if we can
apply the correlation of all
subjects under Environmen-
tal Studies at the primary
level it will cut down on
teacher requirements. The
time table will be spaccd
out well tocoverall subjects
(Languages. Maths. Social
Sciences). Proper training
in this method is of great
importance though.

1had expressed my sug-
gestions on how to take up
learning at the village level
when | responded to an ar-
ticle by Patricia Mukhim on
education. Again. | respond
with the hope that some
of the ideas expressed are
taken up by peoplewho truly
care about the sorry and sad
plight of education at the
rural areas.

Yours etc..

Kevin Phillips.

Via email

Atticles and ltters ap-
Fearmg n ([hls pa%,e are
fie views of the writers|

authors and not that of
TheShillong Times
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Rahul Gandhi has to do quick

follow-up from his

ains from

Bharat .J0d0 Yatra
The Congress MP has no
time to lose if he wants to
take on Narendra Modi
By Sttshil Kutty

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is a late bloomer.
That said, he has been a
Member of Parliament sev-
eral time; over and. there-
fore. caniot be reduced to
a Johnny-come-lately. And
after Amcthi, he wasn't a
stranger to the voters of
Wayanad But ii is hardly
likely thatRahul Gandhi will
retrace his steps to Amcthi.
the constituency that reject-
ed him butwas also a pocket
borough of the Gandhi fam-
ily for the longest time.
Then ;gain. he has seen,
after winning Wayanad in
2019, that the Kerala voter
has only warm vibes for the
Gandhi family scion. Rahul
Gandhi's Bharatlodo Yatra'
wound tlrough Kerala for
the most number of BJY
days. 18! And from the looks
of it. the 2024 results will
show how much ofa success

the Kerala leg of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra would turn out
tobe?

A year from now. we
will know. If Rahul sticks
to Wayanad, the Congress

a reminder of the moving
geniality that characterized
the ‘BharatJodo Yatra'when
it wound its way from south
to north.

To ensure that the best
of the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra'
did not go to waste. Rahul
Gandhi should undertake
state-wide yatras. The con-
taincr-homes must be still
around. And people of the
election-bound states would
be influenced by the good-
will generated by thesuccess
of ihc Bharat Jodo Yatra.

You see. the Congress
victory in Himachal Pradesh
was a sign of the success of
the Bharat Jodo Yatra. And
talking of the upcoming
assembly elections, Rahul
Gandhi and his cohorts, of
whom none qualify to be
“advisors", shouldn't waste
time and resources running
tit-for-tat maligning cam-

paigns.
instead, the focus should
beonslicking toa single-is-
sue diatribe directed specifi-
cally against Prime Minister
Narcndra Modi. For Modi

“Butifhe lets the hair grow like
hedid during the BharatJodo Yatra.
Ik’might be the Pied Piperpeople

have been waitingfo r all these

nine years.”

might even sweep "God's
Own Country*. But while
Kerala is predictable, with
ihc people of Kerala among
ihe most enthusiastic about
dynastic succession, Ra-
hul Gandii somehow does
not fit ti<c role of prince-
charmer.

But il he lets the hair
grow like he did during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra. he might
be the Pied Piper people
have been waiting for all
these nine years. For that
to happer. however, he will
have to reinvent himself in
more ways than one when
he was walking the 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra' from Kanyaku-
mari to Kashmir.

One of the developments
since the ‘Bharat Jodo Ya-
tra'. and his London sojourn,
is that it las become certain
that the Congress wants
Rahul Gandhi to be the
prime ministerial facc of the
Oppositicn. To cement that
thought, the Congress led
by Rahul Gandhi must win
at least three states, where
assemblyelections arc lined
up for this year.

The Congress must
trounce the BJP in Karna-
taka, win Madhya Pradesh,
and see to it that both Ra-
jasthan and Chhattisgarh
arc retained. This would
require smaller versions of
the ‘Bhar.it Jodo Yatra'. i.e.,
a ‘Madhya Pradesh Jodo
Yatra'. a ‘Chhattisgarh Jodo
Yatra'. and a 'Rajasthan
Jodo Yatra'.

Rahul Gandhi's 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra'" had cut through
Karnatao and Madhya
Pradesh. Carrying forward
the Bharal Jodo Yatra. albeit
on a smaller scale, would be

is the man to defeat! And
something like the Modi-
Adani-ilindenburg issue can
put Modi in a bind.

Thai being said, the past
few days have seen lots of
hatred slung at each other
by both parties. However,
it would be a waste if the
“golden chance" lo startle
theelectorate into voting the
Congress is not taken seri-
ously by Rahul Gandhi.

Rahul Gandhi's cpitabh,
when it conics to being
written, would be ‘Bloomer
& Blooper'. It is only inthe
last six to seven months that
Rahul Gandhi found his
voice. Otherwise, it was a
clique of Congress bigwigs
who picked the choice of
words for Rahul Gandhi.
Congress bigwigs such as
Jairam Ramesh who sticks
to Rahul Gandhi's shadow
ccome rain or shine.

And then Rahul Gandhi
forgets what he should be
saying. The “Unfortunately.
I'am MP" shouldn't have
happened at all. But it did
and part of the blame goes
toJairam Ramesh. The Con-
gress ‘ideologue’ may not
survive a Congress defeat in
2024.1deally, Rahul Gandhi
should transform himself
into a serious politician.
And from what is being
talked about, the transfor-
mation started long ago.
At this point in time, Rahul
Gandhi is considered by
millions of Indians as a
man honed to take on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2024. But those who want
to thwart him and hie plane
include some of the biggest
politicians in India. (IPA
Service)
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Jail for Rahul
CURIOUSLY, a Surat court has thought it fit
to jail top Congress figure Rahul Gandhi over
a statement he made at the height of the 2019
general clcction campaign in Kolar, Karnataka.

The magistrate court has however avoided creat-

ing a sensation by quickly granting the senior

leader bail and a month’s time to go on appeal.

The different layers of the justice-dispensation

mcchanism strengthen the judicial system and

help it retain its sanctity. A re-examination ofa

judgment by a more mature higher court could

set right a wrong, if any, committed by a lower

court. Mad this system not been in place the re-

sultwould have been utter chaos. Rahul Gandhi

can expect a fair deal.

The main charge in this case was the “ insult”

that acommunity with acommon surname faccd
as a whole from Iw* poser from Rahul Gandhi

- “How comc all the thieves have the common

surname Modi?" The comment obviously tar-

geted Prime Minister Narcndra Modi, to also

draw in fugitives fighting extradition cases in

foreign soil like Lalit Modi and Nirav Modi.

The political punch could not be lost sight of
and chanccs are thateven the ‘Modis’ laughed it
ofl'; but not the Surat BJP legislatorand former

minister Pumesh Modi, who went and filed the

case. What however raised eyebrows was that
the court that handled the case saw repeated
changc of magistrates. This led to concern in

Congress circlcs that the BJP in power was bent
on playing games with Rahul Gandhi. A ‘teasing
game’ has been going on against the Congress

leader for a long time. This is no laughing mat-

ter, though.

The beauty of democracy is the freedom it

grants to people to hold forth; criticise those in
authority, alongside the right itgrants to citi/cns
to choose as to who should represent and rule
them and thi nation. The system, despite its

flaws, is cited as the best governance system by

far. Its strength and dignity are principally what
those in power accord to it by fair play. This

is true of thejudiciary too. What goes without

saying is that leaders on the opposition side too

must conduct themselves in a responsible man-

ner. This apart, it should also be stressed in this

context that thejustice dispensation system must

changc with the times. Even petty law violations

are treated as serious criminal charges and jail

sentences awarded, where perhaps a fine should

serve the purpose. This too might be viewed by

many as one such case. If teasing is the name

of tin; game, time alone would say who made a
laughing stock of whom.

The beauty
of linguistic
diversity

Editor.

The irony of the Hindi-
English debate after what
happenedon March 20.2023
the first day of the budget
session in the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly is that
if one goesjust 20kms from
shillong to Suit village
which falls under Nongkrem
constitucncy.very few will
be able to spejk, write or
even understand English
let alone Hindi. The bigger
irony is that if Meghalaya
has a Governor who has
a good commind of the
English language and if he
had delivered his inaugural
specchin English, I betabout
50 percent of our legislators
will not be able t>fully grasp
what he is saying sincc legis-
lative jargon is hard to grasp
if one doesn't have a good
command of the English
language.

In terms of linguistic di-
versity. the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills is like a mini North
Indiain itself. All thedialcets
arc related and intercon-
nected but each dialed has
its own nuanceswhich make
it difficult to speak or under-
stand if one i3 <non-native
speaker of the particular

dialect. A Gujarati and a
Bihari who speaks Bhojpuri
will find it hard to commu-
nicate with one another even
though both the languages
are related and they both
belong to the same group
of languages. Likewise a
War Khasi from Pynursla
and a Pnar from Mookoiaw
will find it difficult to com-
municate with each other
even though both thedialccts
belong to the same group of
languages. For the people of
North and West India. Hindi
is the link language and for
the Khasi and Jaintia com-
munity. the Sohra dialect is
the link language.

The point I'm trying to
make is that the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills is a hotspot with
high linguistic diversity and
the beauty of itall is that all
the dialects are related and
interconnected. My father's
dialect which is the Mawsyn-
ram dialect is different from
my mother’s dialect which
is a variation of a dialect
spoken in certain parts of
Khasi Hills; bothdialectsarc
also different from the Sohra
dialect spoken at home.

Another point toremem-
ber is that the quality of
English education in the
state as a whole is not up to
the mark and the majority of
the inhabitants of the state
arc handicapped especially
when it comes to written

0Cr|
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On March 21 Santa Mary
Shylta ofthe coal-rich Sutnga
=Saipung Constituency spoke
on behalfof the people who
have been reduced to poverty
after the ban on coal mining.
We don't cxpect anything
else from someone whose
family owns coal mines
and coke units within the
constituency. Jaintia Hills is
now a battleground between
the "High Level” who still
manage to mine coal and
transport despite the NGT
ban in 2014 and the Low
Level who are the owners of
small mines. The High Level
bccausc of their connec-
tions in the Government (of
course on payment) manage
tosend the coal out surrepti-
tiously. In this transaction
the Government (meaning
the democratically elected
one) does not earn a single
penny of revenue but
individuate within
the Government have
made a killing. All the
crores spent during the
recently held elections
comc from this trans-
action. Coal mining is
bad enough but tumn-
ing coal intocoke isa
dangerous activity as
it poisons the air. But
who cares? The coke
unit owners can shift
to Shillong any day.
it's the poor who will
have to live with the
toxicair from thecoke
unitsand poisonedwa-
ter from the acid mine
drainage.

That there is ir-
reparable damage to
the environment from
coal mining especially
from the unscientific
rat hole mining, goes
without saying. First
the rat hole mines have
claimed many lives and most
of the deaths are unreportcd
becausc those who risk their
lives to go into those death
traps are some of the poor-
est. Their lives are up for
sale. And till date we have
never heard the coal lobby
speak of rejuvenating the
environment; of reclaim-
ing abandoned mines and
planting trees. No. those arc
things they won't do becausc
it means shelling out money.
And look at the State Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya and
its Environment and Forest
Department! It has never
told the mine owners to pay
for environmental services.
Docs that part of the earth
belong only to the few mine
owners that they arcallowed
to do just what they want?
How can a few wealthy and
powerful people be allowed
to destroy the environment
at this scale while people
watch helplessly? Thank-

%qf fllo coal

By Patricia Mukhim

Coun has no.v ordered the
CISF to monitor all these
criminal acts.

Now let's look at the de-
struction caused by coal min-
ing in Meghalaya. The firstis
lossofwildlife. Coalmining
requires forest areas to be
clearcd. Hence when the
mining operation begins the
bulldozer gets to work and
flattens everything first. As
a result this destroys sizable
ranges of wilderness area,
displacing the native fauna
and removing habitat and
food sources. This eventu-
ally results inani

tility of the soil. When this
acid run-off from the coal
stocks (AM D) sinks into the
ground it affects ground-
water and cor it

radioactive waste.

The most dangerous im-
pact of coal mining is on
Climate Changc bccausc
high levels of methane, a
potent greenhouse gas. is
released during the mining

and consequently the PH
balance is disturbed becausc
the acid content in water is
high. Similarly the rivers and
streams arc affected with the
AMD.

Coal dust and coke units
inaddition lo being dirty and
unpleasant smelling cause air
pollution and are dangerous
if inhaled over an exten-
sive period of time. People

ecosystem ==and even the
cndangcrmem or extinction
ofentire specics.

“Hiesink holesor rat holes
result in mire subsidence

or the sinking of the earth
because its foundation is dis-
turbed. Imagine how many
million tonne* of coal have
been removed from inside
the earth and ill those holes
remain large crevices. What
will happen when a severe
earthquake hits this region?

Then thercis topographi-
cal alteration which means
that thereis irreparable dam-
age to plant life and soil. No
wonder large parts of East
Jaintia Hills already look
like barren <icserts. There
is loss of topsoil. erosion
and the earth bccomes vul-
nerable. Also coal mining
generates millions ofgallons
of highly toxic, semi-solid
waste called "slurry.” While
in scientifically managed
mines dams are built to con-
tain the slurryand prevent it
from flowing into the fields
nearby, in Meghalaya noth-
ing ofthe sortis done so this
toxic matter flows around
the areas aronnd the mines

with p D
to coal dust arc at high risk
of contracting "Black lung
disease,” which left untreated
can lead to lung cancer,
pulmonary tuberculosis, and

heart failure. But worse is
that coal and coal waste
contain heavy metals such
as lead, mercury andarscnic.
which arc highly toxic both
to plant and animal life.

But one of the scariest
environmental impacts of
coal mining is the threat of
acid rain. The high acidity
ofAMD remains in the water
supply even through evapo-
ration and condensation,
which enables it tostay in the
atmosphere and eventually
return in the form of “acid
rain." thus perpetuating the
cycle of pollution.

Perhaps what wc have
paid very little attention to
is the impact of radiation.
Scientists tell us that coal
contains trace elements of
radium and uranium, which,
when released into the envi-
ronment. can lead toradioac-
tive contamination. While
it's true that these elements
occur in small amounts, the
burning ofcoal in coke units

fully the High

English. Before wc claim
the English language as our
own. there needs to be a
marked improvement in the
quality of English educa-
tion and secondly we must
always keep this in mind
that apart from our shared
customs and traditions, our
language is what defines us
as a community. The Khasi
and Jaintia community is
fortunate in that wc have
a lingua franca and that all
the dialects arc related and
interconnected. The Nagas
forexamplearc notso lucky;
almost all the dialects ofthe
different Naga tribes arc
totally different from one
another. All they have to
unite them as a community
is shared history.
rs ctc.
Gary Marbaniang,
Via email

Time to
reconstruct
Umiam Bridge

Editor.

Taking a leaf from the
Assembly snippets in the
edition of The Shillong
Times dated March 22.2023.
the one thing that caught my
attention was regarding the
plan of the government to
conduct an audit of Umiam

thereby the fer-

bridge. One would like to
remind the Government
that the Umiam bridge is
our lifeline. Alongside the
audit, can the Government
seriously consider the con-
struction of a new bridge
over the Umiam Lake? This
is a serious natter and the
Government nust deliberate
on this matter and get into
action. At the same time,
one hopes that the Opposi-
tion Member* will wake the
Government jp from timeto
time so titat the matter moves
at a smarter pacc.
'S efc..
Jennicfer Dkhar,
Via email

Motivating the
reading habit

Editor,

I'am glad to read the
letter of Dr. Omarlin Kyn-
diah captioncd - “Reading
habit on the decline, in
your esteemed daily dated
January 26. 2023. Reading
ofextra-curricular books by
students is animportant habit
that should be cultivated by
every student. Reading of
books help inwidcning their
knowledge <rd building a
good charact, for -“read-
ing makesa personwise and
wisdom teaches him to be
humble". Our parents and

produ 1s levelsof

teachers should always en-
courage their wards to read
books from their childhood
so that it develops into a
permanent habit. To do this,
it is not enough to simply tell
thechildren to read books, or
to bring home a basket full
ofbooks. This may. on the
contrary, scare them away
and breed a sense of haired
towards books. The method
of paying two dollars to
students for every book read
by them, as stated to have
been practiced in Dallas, is
not correct cither. We need
First to motivate the children
to read booksof their interest
andcreatcan urgein themto
leam new things and then to
gradually instill the habit of
reading in them. In modern
days there arc many agents
of distraction for children:
watching T.V . using smart
phones, gossiping on social
media arc strong attractions
to resist for children. As
stated by Dr Omarlin Kyn-
diah. nowadays the reading
habit of youth has declined
very much. As a result, bad
elements in socicty arcgain-
ing ground, acts of violence
and vandalism arc increas-
ing. Hence there is an urgent
need foraconsciousand well
guided process to be taken up
in schools as well as societ-
ies to inducc Ihe children to
the habit of reading books

process, g to the
destruction of the ozone lay-
er. Carbon dioxide, another
greenhouse gas, is released
in the combustion (burning)
process, when coal is used
to fuel cement plants or to
produce coke. Hence global
wanning is one of the most
significant and widely-felt
environmental cffectsofcoal
mining.

The poor people that the
MLA of Sutnga-Saipung
speaks of need better access
to health care. In so many
decades o fwealth collection
how and where did the coal

lobby utilise
their corporate
social respon-
sibility (CSR)
funds? Have
they visited the
areas where
Lafarge mines
limestone and
do they see
the number
of roads and
footpaths con-
structed; water
supply system
augmented,
medical equip-
ment donated
to PHCs.
school build-
ings construct-
ed and several
state of the art
community
halls have been
constructed
and provided
with furniture? Livelihood
opportunities arc being crc-
ated and countless other
socially and economically
beneficial interventions.

Let the coal lobby name
even one school they have
started and maintained or a
hospital they have built or
even supported? It has been
a purely selfish endeavour
and now they dare to speak
ofthe poor? What have they
done tobenefit the poor thus
far? When hypocrisy speaks
in the it sounds
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The “real”
reforms no one is
talking about

By Gi\ Bajpai

The nation is going
through a tough debate on
the merits of a new pen-
sion schenic versus the old
scheme thet offered defined
benefits to retirees. Thre is
much pull for reservation
and quotas for newer groups
based on various criteria
And the government faced
serious opposition for re-
working ilk scheme for hir-
ingjawans on short tenures.
In each of these, and many
other similar situations, the
tension is about a cash-
strapped government being
asked to hand out solutions
and salaries on an unending
basis, harking back to the
days when governments
were looked up to as pro-
viders ratter than cnablcrs.
‘Compctitve Populism* is
over taking 'Fiscal Pru-
dence . Ihe economic re-
forms weresupposed to have
changed that but they clearly
didn't, given the way our
reforms have panned out.
S0 now. we hear of"second
generation* reforms - more
opening up. more withdrawal
ofgovernment fromservices
and more dependence on
private players under lib-
eralised frameworks. But the
root question that remains
unasked is simple: Why do
we think economic reforms,
version 2.0, will deliver
when the tirst round under
an experienced economist
like Dr. Manmohan Singh
fell short?

Here, we need to tumn the
focus to bigger questions -
on the readi d robu

has a dashboard of pending
cases; it shows a pendency
of 42.7 million eases, over
70% ofthemover ayearold
as of March 2023.

Consider the civic ad-
ministration. which facili-
tates the quality of life, liv-
ing and opportunity. The
common man is aggrieved
by the functioning of the
civic administration. It is
clear that the ‘haves’ gamer
disproportionate resources
and opportunities and the
*have-nots’ have to struggle
to be treated equally. This
appliestoproviding ofsocial
infrastructure like water,
sanitation, health, education
ctal as also for pursuing a
vocation and profession
We sec an imbalance of
facilities between slum and
non-slum populations even
in glitzy urban centres like
Mumbai. The poor suffer,
visibly and in many other
invisible ways, with lack of
adequate services in water,
sanitation, cleanliness, ac-
cess roads etc.

similarly, the treatment
of the common man by the
police administration to en-
sure thesafety oflife, liberty
and property arc unequal.
People with means and ma-
noeuvrability often getaway
with misdemeanours, even
heinous ones, and the ordi-
nary person is subjected ill-
treatment and harassment.
Violence against citizens
is deeply embedded in the
police system. Any institu-
tional framework  that au-
ot

ness ofou* institutions, the
quality of our governance
systems and the mindsets
with which these systems
operate tv deliver to the
common man and to cut out
the rent seekers that abound
in the system. Itis time tothe
look at the biggest of these
systems ar.d reorient or fix
them, before wc can unleash
any new round of reforms.
Good governance after all
is at the root of any system
that thrives to the benefit of
all its members, and this isas
much true for small groups
asitis foralarge societyora
nation state. Today, there arc
many questions on our gov-

crass and deceptive. Hence
a women legislator with
no commitment to society
and its well-being is of no
conscquence. Merely being
awoman and an MLA docs
not mean that she represents
women's empowerment
which is about empowering
other women and charting
out a new future for them
away from the dcpcndence
ona non-sustainablc, extrac-
tive economy.

that will provide them with
knowledge and mould their
character. In every library
there should be a Children's
Section. Reading Circlcs
among the children. Speci-
fied children columns in
newspapers and magazines
with the provision ofattrac-
tive allurements and prizes
for good articles and poems
need tobe provided. In some
cities 1 have comc across
'Book Cafes.’ a new culture
where one can enjoy reading
a book over a complimen-
tary cup of coffee which |
think is a very innovative
idea. Unless and until then;
is a sustainable urge cre-
ated among our children for
reading books and enough
faciliticsof books in place to
fulfill their demand, plus so-
cial recognition and enough
remuneration to encourage
the young minds it is hard
to motivate the children to
read books. It is. therefore,
high time that wc rise to the
occasion.
Yours ec.,
KK Muktan
(MCS Retired).
Via email
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r leading to
the big question of the day:
Have we met the promises
with which India becamc
a free nation 75 years ago
and constiiuted itself into a
sovereign, socialist, sccular,
dcmocratie republic?

creatcs opportunities for rent
seeking. Lack of transpar-
ency. accountability and
cognisance of inefficacious
conduct become facilita-
tors and promoters of such
conduct.

A broad analysis of the
functioning of these institu-
tions suggests two funda-
mental constrictions. First.
the design of these institu-
tions is an inheritance of
the colonial era. Over the
decades, demands on these
institutions have multiplied
and varied. The marginal
tweaking in the design and
the functioning of these
institutions undertaken so
far are wholly inadequate
to deliver the cxpccted out-
comes. Secondly, most of
those with authority and
delegated power at the out-
posts have become centres
of rent-sccking. Lack of
accountability has made

Ambcdkar had pointed out
right in the Constituent As-
sembly, " ... however good
a Constituiion may be. it is
sure to tum out bad because
those whoare callcd towork
it. happen to be a bad lot.
However bad a Constitu-
tion may be, it may tum out
to be good if those who arc
callcd lo work it, happen to
be a good lot.” In the same
speech, he warned against
"hero worship”, and [the
“grammar of anarchy” , and
of the dangers of equality
written dewn in the Con-
stitution but the reality of
all-pervading inequality in
social and ixonomic life.

How have w stood up to
these thrcais over the years?
Are our governance stan-
dards bciag strengthened
or arc they falling behind
and failing us? It might
be useful to undertake a
comprehcrsive and dispas-
sionate review of where the
nation stands after 75 years
ofindependence in terms of
delivering justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity - the
watchwords of our Consti-
tution.

The most important in-
stitutions br the cflicacious
delivery of those egalitarian
values arc the judiciary, the
civic administration and the
law & order system in the
country. Take the judiciary.
The dictum, “justice delayed
is justicc denied,” appears
true in a significant number
of eases in India. Delivery
ofjusticc is expensive and
is getting more so. excluding
the vast population of low
economic means toapproach
the system and demand jus-
tice, let alone .iccurc it. The
National Judicial Data Grid

rent-sccking

freewheeling. There is no
gainsaying that the setting is
used by the people o fmeans
with unrestrained zeal to
benefit themselves or work
with impunity in the face of
all manner of violations.

India must now look to
re-engineering the design
of these institutions forth-
with. Whereas rent-sccking
is a human phenomenon
and almost impossible to
eliminate entirely, it can be
minimised by a) education,
b) accountability (with tough
and swifi action to set out
examples), ¢) transparency
and d) the use o ftechnology.
In ease if the deficit is not
addressed with missionary
zeal, people’s faith, which
is already sinking, will dis-
sipate completely.Hcnry
Clay (April 12 1777 lune
29, 1X52). the American at-
torney and Statesman, oncc
observed, “Government is a
trust, and the officers of the
governmentarc trustees: and
both the trust and the trustees
arc created for the benefit
of the people.” To live-up
to this trust calls for some
fundamental changc in our
approach to reforms. Many
of the politico-cconomic
pundits talk of second-gen-
oration reforms but restrict
their recommendations to
supplementary reforms of
factors of productivity. The
sccond-gencration reforms
call fora rewiring of theen-
tire institutional framework,
ifwc indeed seek to build a
great nation.

(The writer is a former
Chairman ofSEBt andUC
Views are /rersonal) (Syn-
dicate: The Billion Press)
(e-mail: editor@thehillion-
press.org)
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u Without a sense o furgency,
desire loses its value.”
— Jim Rohn
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Degeneration of political vocabulary
FINALLY the BJP and the Sangh Parivar have
got Rahul Gandhi, the best known face of
the Congress Party and Lok Sabha MP from
Wayanad, where they want him - out of Par-
liament. That the BJP has been rattled since
Rahul Gandhi launched the Bharat Jodo Yatra
goes without saying. Hence the need to rake up
a statement he made some years ago. The BJP
has railed against Rahul Gandhi and insulted

him by calling him “Pappu” which implies im-

maturity the literal meaning being a small boy.
If a record is kept then much has been said by
the BJP against Sonia Gandhi too and in recent
times even Jawaharlal Nehru. India’s first prime
minister was not spared. He is blamed for all the
ills in the country today and the implication here
is that only the BJP is in a position to right all
those wrongs hence people should keep elect-
ing it. Most tines Rahul Gandhi must be letting
loose a volley of words against Prime Minister
Modi essentially to let out steam since it must
be painful to listen to the disparaging remarks
against several members of his family and for
himself to be the butt ofall jokes.

Ironically the person who filed the defamation
suit ina Surat court only happens to have the sur-
name Modi. Purnesh Modi isa BIP leader from
Gujarat who feels that anyone with the Modi
surname stands defamed when Rahul Gandhi
says, “Why does every thief have the surname
Modi?” It must be stated without any prejudice
to anyone tha; the political vocabulary across
the political spectrum has degenerated to an
asinine degree. There is no need for any politi-
cal party to hitits rivals below the belt but what
we witness today are barbs thrown at political
rivals inan almost unforgiving litany of abuses.
Naturally the tendency is for one-upmanship. In
this never-ending political war of words a sort
ofvulgarity has replaced decency.

Political parties should stick to issues and
leave the personal attacks as long as a person’s
personal character handicaps do not affect his/
her performance as a parliamentarian/legisla-
tor. In the past all those disqualified from the
Assembly and Parliament has serious cases or
corruption, rape, assault, murder, fraud ctc. This
is the first time that an M P has been disqualified
for being convicted on a criminal defamation
case. This says a lot about the direction things
are moving in ihis country today and the vindic-
tive nature ofpolitics today. What are the youth
learning from all this political bickering and the
lowering o fthe standards o f discourse in the life
of the nation?

Letters to the Editor

Look beyond
Shillong please

Editor.

Thi* prm'mlint;« in thi*
current Budget Session of
the Meghalaya Assembly
gives an impression that
Meghalaya is Shillong and
shillong is Meghalaya. The
fifty-nine elected MLAs
need to look beyond the con-
fines of Shillong and bring
up issues and solutions for
the entire state. Regarding
the issue of school buses,
the option of schools run-
ning buses must be made for
schools in the entire state.
In fact the management of
many of the private schools
in the Garo Hills andTurain
particular in Tura have been
running their own buses for
a couple of decades. These
schools have the experience
of running school buses for
years.

| believe the Govt of

yearsas a state and it's high

time the Government looks

beyond Shillong and sheds

this Shillong centric way of
functioning.

Yoursetc.,

Tyrone D’Brass,

Tura.

Problems
galore with
Post Office &
Banks

Editor.

The Laban Post Office
which is operating from the
campus of GPO, shillong
since “time immemorial™*
was hit by a link failure
from Monday. As a result,
business is at a loss while
scores of customers have to
return empty handed while
few get their work done if
that is not at the mercy of
the computer. The staff do-
ing sarkari naukri cannot
domuchina world

Meghalaya must make this
fferto

g
here in the Garo | lills too. As
farasschools in Shillong arc
concerned, with ihe excep-
tion of BK Bajoria school
and BDW school none of the
others are keen to nakc their
students use school buses.
Thi:; offer must bo made to
all schools and not to the
reluctant ones only. Megha-
laya has completed fifty one

where the internet is the
lifeblood and if that is gone
then we end up in places
like the Laban Post Office.
The authority concerned is
not known to be doing much
on this or else days without
Smirk's*; must hav<* hevn intt
with a troubleshooter. This is
the reason why post ofliccs
shouldgo private and rightly

Po

litics behind a Rahul

Gandhi apology

By Rajdeep Sardesai

Long before *foreignsoil’,
there was the ubiquitous
*foreign hand’. At a public
rally in Kolkata in 1976 at
the height of the Emergency,
then prime minister Indira
Ciandhi told her foreign crit-
ics not to interfere in India's
affairs. "As the prime min-
ister | can say the more they
1ry to Suppress us or oppose
us, the stronger and united
we will be. We don’t care
for their criticism, whether
it comes from the Socialist
International or any other
organization."

Ironically, those who op-
posed Indira Gandhi during
the Emergency years are in
power now and it is they
who have borrowed from
her political playbook and
chosen toraise the * foreign
soil’ bogie, this time target-
ing Mrs Gandhi's grandson
and Congress leader. Rahul
Ouiiillii. Wlivicuike liuliia
Gandhi accused her critics

from George Ecrnandcs
to Subramanium Swamy

of being patronized by
anti-India ‘foreign pow-
ers', this time the BJP has
chosen a familiar trope to
debunk its detractors.

And yet India in 2023
is hardly the country it was
in the mid-1970s. Then a
country barely 30 years
independent was still feel-
ing bniiscd by the wounds
of colonialism. The Cold
War was at its peak and
an economically dependent
India couldn't help but get
tangled between the com-
peting spheres of infiucnce.
An economy crawling at
three per cent, more than
50 per cent of the popula-
tion below the poverty line,
high levels of rural distress,
low literacy levels, India
was truly a 'Third World*
country struggling to move
ahead. The sheerscale of the
problem made it easier for
an all-powerful but deeply
insecure leadership to pin the
blame on a * foreign hand' for
itsown failures.

The ‘new’ India of 2023
ought to have no such con-
cerns. This is, after all, a
country which is tom-tom-
ming its G-20 presidency
as 'India’s moment’ on the
world stage, is now lauded as
the world's fastest growing
large economy, is scif-suffi-
cient in foodgrains, pitches
itsclfasa global vaccine cap-
ital, is an incubator for doz-
ensof unicorns, takes pride
in its vast pool of skilled
engineers and is marked
by a rapid infrastructure
growth. In such a feel-good
milieu, why should India's
political leadership, with a
comprehensive majority in
parliamentandevery chance
of completing a hat-trick of
Lok Sabha triumphs next
year, be at all troubled by

s0, as many other services
have done in other parts
of the country. Apart from
this link failure, the postal
department has not beenable
to find a suitable place either
to relocate this post office to
Laban  where it originally
belonged. The location on
the lower floor of the GPO
campus in a remote comer
has become its address since
long as customers have to
literally mine their way to
reach there.

On the other hand, the
Central Bank ofIndiaATMs
in the city have also gone
kaput. The ATM at the main
branch in Bara Bazar is
flashing the notice "Out of
Service” on the screen while
its "bashed up"” counterpart
outside the St. Anthony's
College main gate may have
been replaced by a new ma-
chine but there is no money
inside. The Red Hill Road
ATM of this same bank in
Laitumkhrah has closed
down without any informa-
tion, similar to what hap-
pened to the bank's branch
in Laban Last Stop area.
The ATM attached to this
branch has vanished with
the bank branch. The SBI
seems to have no solution
in sight to fix its ATMs in
the town. Then we have the
Bank of Maharashtra ATM
opposite the Shiva Temple in
Howell Road. Laban which
has since been closed down

what a dissenting opposition
voicc might hive to say?
Which is vhy the insis-
tence by government law-
makers that Rahul Gandhi
must apologise for question-
ing Indian d:mocracy on
mforeign soil' appears disin-
genuous on several counts.
This is. after all. the same
government whose G 20
mantra is an inclusive 'One
Earth, One Family. One
Future* and .vhich boasts
that under prime minister
Narendra Msdi. India is
well on its way to becom-

ing a ' Vishwa-guru* or a
“teacher to theworld". Surely
a country which has such
lofty aspirations should be
easily able to handle any
sharp criticism, whether in
Cambridge University or at
a campus closer home? The
mforeign soil' argument flics

the Indian community in that
country. In many of those
meetings, the prime minister
has castigated his predeces-
sors without being charged
of misusing foreign soil for
partisan politics.

Truth is, India's global
ambitions arc hobbled by its
domestic political realities.
The self-confidence dis-
played by the prime minister
in the world fora is in sharp
contrast to the anxieties re-
vealed while playing populist
politics at home. It is one
thing for the BJP to contest

Mr Gandhi's ‘democracy
is under attack’ contention,
a constant refrain of the
Congress leader with far-
reaching implications. But it
is quite another for govern-
ment ministers to then block
parliament by demanding
an apology on the grounds

Unlessthe Xlodigovernment too believes
in adapting an Indira Gandhi era sycophantic
slogan toc new'India: Modi is India and India

is Modi! Indeed, by pursuing a path of relentless
confrontation and vindictiveness with its political
opponents - many o f whom arefacing the heato f
the enforcement agencies —the M ixli government

runs the risk o ffailing to build upon India's soft
power as an oasis o f democratic stability in an

increasingly chaotic world.

in the face of a’world with-
out boundaries' framework,
one which Irdia hopes to
spearhead as part of a less
divided new world order.
Moreover, the BJP and
prime minister Modi have
always seen the increasingly
influential Indian diasporaas
an integral pat of a wider
political parivar. No prime
minister has courtcd the
diaspora as aggressively
as Mr Modi: almost every
overseas pritie ministerial
visit includes ameeting with

for want of footfalls. This
bank has no ATM ofitsown
anywhere in the territory
of Meghalaya and the bank
alone knows why it cannot
find a placc where footfalls
arc rampant.

One may well go to an-
other bank ATM if a cus-
tomer's own bank ATM is
not in order but then the
withdrawal limit and inter-
bank ATM charges prevent
them from cioing so. The
ATM usage limit in a calen-
dar monthis alsojeopardized
if a customer uses his,her
ATM in other banks.

Yours ctc.,
BC Paul
shillong 4

Traffic
overflow

Editor,

What happens when
many rivers flow to a small
sea? This is happening in
Shillong City.All roadscon-
verge at Khyndai Lad and
Mothphran tnd these two
places are overflowing.
Even the Hoiourablc High
Court had to intervene and
direct the Government to
come out with a proper plan
to ease traffic jam. Flyover
is only a dream, since it is
not possible. Widening a
road will not .vork when the
two gravitated junctions at

that Mr Gandhi has made an
‘anti-India’ statement. Un-
less the Modi government
00 believes in adapting an
Indira Gandhi era sycophan-
tic slogan to a 'new’ India:
Modi is India and India is
Modi!

Indeed, by pursuinga path
of relentless confrontation
and vindictiveness with its
political opponents  many
of whom are facing the heat
of the enforcement agencies
- the Modi government runs
the risk of failing to build

Motphran and Khyndai Lad
arc smaller than the road
itself. Overflow is the an-
swer to the above question.
Do not lose hope, we have
the Them Metor and the old
Assembly premises which
can bewisely used. Hawkers
can be shifted to a safe and
respectable placc ina proper
manner and widening of
footpaths is most welcome.
It would be prudent for the
government to plan the roads
of New Shillong Township
keeping in mind our present
experience in Shillong, and
considering what would be
viable for at least another
fifty years. Our experience
is mind numbing, but let us
hope for the best.
Yoursctc.
D. Pakyntein
Via email.

Calculated
aversion for
English or
_calculated
imposition of
Hindi?

Editor,

Apropos of the letter
- Aversion to Hindi as a
language = (ST March. 23.
2023). 1fully resonate with
the writer that the more lan-

upon India's soft power as an
oasis of democratic stability
in an increasingly chaotic
world. You cannot aspire to
bea "Vishwa-guni’toa world
audience but then become a
street bully at home: images
of a barricaded parliament
swarming with police per-
sonnel to stop an opposition
march to the Enforcement
Directorate ofticc is not re-
flective of a robust democ-
racy but more a reminder of
an inflexible policc state.

Paradoxically, this is a
moment when the Modi
government is at its strongest
and the opposition lacks a
cohesive spirit, with seem-

ingly no common purpose
or inspirational leadership.
If the government is still
choosing to turn the heat on
iits opponents in the om-up
to the 2024 elections, it re-
veals a deliberate strategy to
take nochances in the quest
for re-clection. The sharp-
ened. near-obsessive attack
on Rahul Gandhi is part of
this endeavour. By focusing
on what Mr Gandhi said on
“foreign soil’, the attempt
is to clearly question the
Congress leader's patrio-
tism. create a narrative that
foregrounds * territorial
nationalism' and thereby
push their primary chal-
lenger into a familiar trap.
That Mr Gandhi isn't the
most natural political com-
municator makes iteasier for
the BJP to constantly deride
him. often by distorting his
remarks for social media
lampooning.

The *foreign soil’ contro-
versy is thenonly a contrived
debate which serves multiple
purposes for the BJP and the
Modi government. Firstly, it
helps deflect from any em-
barrassment the government
may face as a result of any
further revelations on the
Adani story within parlia-
ment and outside. Secondly,
it re-opens cleavages within
the opposition, not all of
whom arc enamored with
MrGandhi’sstyle of leader-
ship. And finally, it energises
the BIP's core support in
their constant search of an
‘anti-national’ hate figure. It
almost seems as if the BIP
needs a Rahul Gandhi in the
headlines to keep their own
political pot boiling.

Post-script: The 'foreign
hand' has thrown up many
unusual conspiracy theorists.
Last year. Tclangana chief
minister K. Chandrashckhar
Rao said he suspccted a
*foreign hand' behind the
cloudbursts in some parts
of the country. What next?
Blaming a cricket defeat
on a swinging 'foreign ball*
maybe!

(The writer is seniorjour-
nalist and author, mail: ra-
jdeepsanlesais2gmail.com)

guagcs you know, the more
human you are. But | feci
this should apply more to
the public figures and Heads
of States (here the Governor
of a State) as they have to
deal with and understand
the population and their
problems and the culture
they bathe in. The majority
of Mcghalayans. not bar-
ring our legislators, do not
understand Bazaar Hindi
leave alone “Shudh Hindi.”
So how can you just impose
a language which is not a
national language andexpcct
everyone in the Assembly
and the hoi polloi to grasp
the meaning andvision ofthe
Governor’s address? There
is no denying that learning
a language can indeed fill
up the many deficiencies in
our ideas, but what is im-
portant here is that a Head
of State should at least be
able to communicate to his
people and, in this case, it
could have been achieved if
language was not a barrier
and if official language of
the State was used.
Yours etc.,
F. Svicmlieh
shillong-21

Atticles and letters ap-

pearing on this page are
the views of the writers
authors and not that of
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All things are
corrupt to
the corrupt

By Gregory F Shullai

Finally someone. Jairam
Ramcsh Member of Parlia-
ment (Rajya Sabha) Chair-
man Parliimentary Standing
Committee on Science and

and if having been notified
in writing, the CB1 do noth-
ing about it too they too
stand condemned. On the
other hand, for us. they have

"Most CorruptState in the Country, "
vide his letter d 1 21st M ar 2023

addressed to Director Central Bureau

oflnwstigation (circulated on WhatsApp),

just when we were settling down to

:Itis em barrassing stigma. If the

Buivaufollows up on this letter they

willfind themselves like the proverbial

mosquito in a nudist colony which

didn t know where lo start.

Technology. Environment
Forests, aad Climatc Changc,
has followed up on the ig-
noble dubbing that stamped
Meghalaya as the "Most
Corrupt State in
the Couniry,” vide
his letter dt 21st
Mar 202- ad-
dressed

to Di-I
rector!
Central
Bureau

of Inves-
tigation (cir-
culated on
WhatsApp),
just wher we
were settling
down to this
embarrassing
stigma. If the
Bureau follows
up on thi» let-
ter they will g~
find themselves

like the prover-

bial mosquito in

a nudist colony
which didn't

know where to

start.

31*

iig 3
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The people
of the State
were finally
acceptingto
be looked *
upon as the
most compt
in the country
as a force majcure (an
act ofGod) since it had been
going on for the past ten
years, and when the same
people were clected back
to power they believed God
had forsaken them. They
were beginning to realize
that their late was not in their

)
*38

opened new perspectives
withwhich to sec ourselves.
Wc knowwec haveour faults,
most o fthem embarrassing;
we believe that we are to live
by "the sweat of the brow"
andwe believe in forgive-
ness and in this belief
our conscience is

clear; but without
developing a bad

* conscicnee. with-

out learning to

»»  be profoundly
dissatisfied
with ourselves
and our way
oflife, we can-
not envisage
higher norms
and higher
idealsand sowe
can never attain
a higher state of
self perfection.

Maybe this
is the wakc-

u self

Jp plinc,  we can-

M| not attain that mes-

gg icry over ourselves.

Maybe wc have not
’ settled down with a bad
conscicnce because of

the forgiveness wc leam and
believe in and that is about
the only plus point wc can
take outo f this whole embar-
rassing situation, becausc to
settle down with a bad con-
science. to remain in ashes
and to mortify ourselves is to

“We know we have ourfaults, mosto fthem

embarrassing; we believe thaiwe are to

live by "the sweat o fthe brow " and we

belie\e inforgiveness and in this beliefour

conscience is clear: but without developing a
bad conscience, without learning to be
profoundly dissatisfied with ourselves and our
way o jlife, we cannotenvisage highernorms
and higherideals and so we can never attain
a higher state o fselfperfection.”

hands and that the only for-
mula for remaining sane was
to accept what was handed
out...not wanting anything
different, not looking for-
ward for help, not glancing
backwardwith regretand not
even hoping for a form of
deliverance. They had begun
to believe that it was their lot
once and for all: that they
had to bear with what had
become a fixed way of life,
a necessity, and that there
was no paint in concealing
it...no matter what opinion
wc the people might have
of ourselves it was all an
idealism, because what we
had become in the last ten
years was. in cssence. the
necessity of a community,
and therefore like the faith-
ful ones tiat wc are we had
tolove it =accept it. and we
had begun to settle down to
this state of mind, knowing
that therestill was that faith
in the opposite values.

To be honest no one in
power has the right to call
out “the most corrupt” and
do nothing about it. because
not doing anything impli-
cates the person himself.

fall shorto fthe greater good
tint isstill possible. If people
are bent on using terms
like “most corrupt State” or
"best performing State” let
us accept and settle down
to the fact that wc arc being
shown how moral valuations
ofa socicty that arc usually
not questioned, have their
bad or dark side...they arc
trying to show us the hazy
foreground, but what we
know and seek to see is the
clearer background,

I think we know bet-
ter than anyone else what
tremendous things we arc
capable of. There is not only
the most “corrupt State"
of the country nor only the
"best performing" State in
the country there is also a
self belief... the ability to
recreate ourselves and with
it our State into something
else, yes wc arc our own
creators and that is some-
thing we haven'tlost  deep
within us there is that high-
est possible faith and belief
that we still can become the
best, a faith that we were
baptized in.
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Ramadan and Ed in Abu Dhabi: Aunigque experience

he Department of Culture and Tourism =Abu

Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) is inviting residents

and visitors to experience Ramadan with a
vibrant and unique calendar o fauthentic and inspir-
ing activities across the emirate.

The start of Ramadan, that is expected to begin
23 March, will coincide with the term break from
schools. Abu Dhabi is preparing to welcome and
share Ramadan with visitors from around the world,
inviting them to discover experiences at their own
pace. Attractions, restaurants and retail outlets
will remain open throughout the day. though once
the sun sets, the spirit of Ramadan in Abu Dhabi
comes alive.

From Iftar to Suhoor. festivals and pop-ups at
the city's hotels, restaurants and attractions, there
are no shortage of options for spaces to gather and
celebrate the holy month with family and friends.
With more announcements coming soon, wc have
selected a shortlist of dining, family and retail
experience thatwill make this year's Ramadan one
to remember.

RETAIL RAMADAN POP-UPS

The First Fendi Majlis in the Region
FENDI takes over Abu Dhabi's tashas Al
Bateen for the holy month to host their very
own Ramadan Majlis. Surrounded by the
iconic codes ofthe FENDI Maison. the Maj-
lis welcomes the community lo gather family
and friends every evening for Suhoor. Start-
ing from 26 March, and for the entire month
this especially unique concept will surely be
the most glamourous evening in the region.
Make it a must to visit this one-off experi-
ence which includes a mouth-watering menu
curated by tashas exclusively for Fendi.

Charlotte Tilbury Majlis: The First
Charlotte Tilbury Majlis in the Region will
welcome guests from 6-17 April with a spe-
cially curated and iconic Charlotte Tilbury
Ramadan cafe in the heart of Abu Dhabi
Taking over Society in Matnsha Saadiyat.
this luxury F&B concept offers a memorable
Ramadan cxpcticnce with consumer-led ex-
clusive masterclasses hosted by Regional and
Global Make-up artists, gaming opportuni-
ties as well as product discoveries.

Fthr Take Over by Dypiiquc: From the chic
streets of Paris, to paradise in Abu Dhabi.
Dyptique. the pioneering parfumeric Maison,
will bring to life a mesmerising, first of its
kind cafe takeover at F.thr, a hidden gem
in Abu Dhabi located in Mamsha Saadiyat.
Offering visitors the chance to discover new
and exciting fragrance collection Fau Naba
and flavours that weave through the exotic
and the magical surroundings. Friends of
the brand, perfume connoisseurs and beauty
enthusiasts will also be able to
appreciate the Layali Ramadan
Campaign event further thanks
to a scries of creative work-
shops that will be taking place
over 14 days, to unveil the
special Dyptigjc scent launch
of Fau Nabati. The Ethr Take
Over by Diptiquc runs from
5-22 April.

RITUALS Wellness Retreat:

As a prc Ramadan event, the
wellness brand RITUALS COS-
MF.TICS will be hosting a
rejuvenating w;lincss getaway
from 16 = 19 March at the
magnificent Pa'k Hyatt, in Abu
Dhabi. This 4-Jay retreat will
allow you to immerse yourself
into the World of Rituals and
indulge in sound meditation,
manifestation workshops and
fragrance zoning to get your
mind, body anc home ready for Ramadan.

The Ramadan Market: In collaboration with the
home-grown biand Mirbad. Retail Abudhabi will
host the first Ramadan night retail market in the
emirate from 24 -27 March at Manarat Al Saadyat.
where over 100 local and global vendors will show-
case and host different brand experiences. For the
first time, the Mirbad market will be embedding
international b'ands and adding to their program-
ming entertainment. The Ramadan Market will give
visitors a chance to immerse themselves in the local
culture with a modern twist.

AUTHENTIC ARABIAN HOSPITALITY

The Majlis by the Sea at hiniratcs Palace Man-
darin Oriental: The Emirates Palace Mandarin
Oriental presents The Majlis by the Sea. a Ramadan
tent uniquely situated by the Arabian Gulf. With
glittering views across the Abu Dhabi skyline,
this Arabian-inspired contemporary tent offers
luxury hospitality, serving world-class Arabic and
Michelin-starrcd cuisine and live Arabic musical
entertainment. The Iftar buffet, daily from 6.00 pm
to 9.00 pm. is priced at AED 325 per person, and
Suhoor. from 10.00 pm to 2.00 am priced with a
minimum spend of AED 175.

Iftar and a Sjhoor Under the Stars at Rosewood
Abu Dhabi: Celebrate Iftar and Suhoor against a
magnificent backdrop of the city or under the stars
at the Rosewood Abu Dhabi. For Iftar. Aqua has
curated an enchanting gastronomic offering with
magical flavoirs. sure to enchant guests each eve-
ning from 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Suhoor Under the
Stars, from 10.30 pm to 3.00 am. shares a night to
remember at Glo with its a la carte Suhoor menu
being served al fresco on its beautiful terrace with
views over the sparkling waters of Al Maryah Is-
land. With additional Ramadan exclusive stay rates
also available. :hc magical sunset Iftar is AFD 275
during the first week of Ramadan and AED 295 per
person after that. Suhoor Under the Stars is priced
a la carte.

Ramadan at Rixos Premium Saadiyat Island:
This Ramadan offers plenty at the Rixos Premium
saadiyat Islanc with exceptional Suhoor and Iftar
experiences offering authentic atmosphere and
sumptuous food across its outlets. From the all-day
dining venue. Turquoise, to a serene beachfront
Suhoor at Mermaid and an Ottoman experience at
Orient, families and friends can gather together to
break their fas: daily from 6.00 pm to 10.30 pm.

Guests can avail of the Iftar Buffet at AF.D 299
per person and the Suhoor Buffet at aF.D 200 per
person, both including Arabic juices soft bever-
ages. tea or coffee and water.

Ramadan Village at Shangri-La: This Ramadan.
Shangri-La Qaryat Al Beri invites guests to join
them in the spirit of togetherness among traditional
Arabian hospitality at the Ramadan Village. Dining
with panoramic views of the Khor Al Magta creek,
the Shangri-La Ramadan Village serves up a Suhoor
to remember with immersive experiences, seasonal-
inspired culinary stations, fresh juice bars, spe-
ciality coffee carts and authentic entertainment.
Price packages start at AED 100 minimum spend
per person for standard and lounge seating. AED
500 minimum spend for a Suhoor Majlis for up to
5 people and AED 1,500 minimum spe id to reserve
the Grand Majlis up to 15 people. Opening on the
22nd of March and ideal for groups and social gath-
erings. the month-long festivities at the Ramadan
Village begins with the exclusive 'Culinary Master
Series' with Michelin-awarded Chef Greg Malouf
presenting a four-course menu for Suhoor during
the first week of Ramadan. The four-;oursc menu

is priced at AED 275, with guests selecting two
starters, one main and one dessert dish from the a
la carte, sharing-style menu.

Ramadan at the Oasis Tent and Majlis Suhoor
by the Beach At Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi: The Park
Hyatt Abu Dhabi offers lots this Ramadan with its
Oasis Tent and bcachside Majlis. Guests can enjoy
an Iftar at The Oasis with an Arabian N.ghts-thcmcd
Iftar under the stars with a generous selection of
signature dishes in a one-of-a-kind setting in the
lush gardens of the Park Hyatt. For Suhoor. relax
under the Saadiyat night and escape the hustle and
bustle whilst savouring an Arabic-stylc gourmet
menu paired with refreshments and shisha and
refreshments. Iftar at The Oasis, from 6.00 pm to
9.00 pm. is priced at AliD 320 per person and the
Suhoor. from 10.00 pm to midnight, at AED 150
per person

Ramadan at The Liwa Tent Four Seasons Hotel:
As the sun sets over Al Maryah Islard, the spirit
of Ramadan shines at The Four Scasoas Hotel Abu
Dhabi. Experience the essence of Ramadan at the
Four Seasons Abu Dhabi Liwa Tent, with flavourful
five-star Iftar and Suhoor menus that can be taken
indoors or in the open air under the night sky. At
AED 310 per person, the experience will tantalise
your tastcbuds and offer additional traditional
entertainment with a wide selection of aromatic
shisha and captivating live performances.

Ramadan at one ofthe city's Michclin Stars: Abu
Dhabi is a hotspot for cultural and culinary excel-
lence. With an impressive line-up of Michclin Star
recogniscd restaurants, why not spend the evening
dining on a world-renowned Ramadan offering?
With leading chefs curating Iftar menus for the
holy month, guests can make reservations for a
truly traditional touch at Ta/.al on A Qana Walk
or Layali Al Baraka at Jumcirah Hotel at Etihad
Towers. For those looking for a more modern twist
on international cuisines, the Galleria Al Maryah
Island’'s COYA offers up an immersive 360-dcgrcc
Peruvian experience, whilst Mamsha Al Saadiyat's
homegrown Niri Restaurant serves up Japanese
cuisine and spirit and the Punjab Grill at the Vene-
tian Village at The Ritz-Carlton Abu Dhabi, Grand
Canal shares an authentic Indian six-course tasting
menu from Chef Sandcep Ail.

LPM Abu Dhabi at the Galleria Al Maryah Island
promises a succulent Ramadan transporting guests
somewhere else, faraway in time and place, and 99
Sushi Bar & Restaurant at the Four Seasons Hotel
Abu Dhabi at Al Maryah Island invites guests to

celebrate Iftar with a generous 13-dish Michclin-
star menu.

Ramadan at the Louvre Abu Dhabi: Whilst
the iconic Louvre Abu Dhabi remains closed on
Mondays, throughout Ramadan, the museum has
extended its hours from 10.00 am to midnight on
Tuesdays to Sundays, allowing more time to soak
up world-class arts and culture. Inside, the galleries
close at 6:30 pm on weekdays (Tuesday to Thurs-
day) and 8:30 pm on weekends (Friday to Sunday).
After sunset, the Louvre Abu Dhabi offers indi-
vidual and private group dining options. Aptitude
cafe serves up specialised evenings throughout
the week, with an authentic three-course set Iftar
menu, at AED 165 per person, of middle eastern
and international cuisincs from 6.00 pm to 00.30
pm on Wednesdays. Saturdays and Sundays. On
Thursdays and Fridays, from 6.00 pm to 11.00 pm.
the cafe hosts an a la carte celebration of Mediter-
ranean street food and regional souk cultures with
Manoushe Night, and on Tuesdays, from the 28th
of March onwards, from 6.00 pm to 11.00 pm. an
a la carte. Ramadan-inspired pizzas menu

Elsewhere at the Louvre Abu Dhabi. Fouquct's

Abu Dhabi will host a traditional Iftar menu with
French twists on firm favourites such as lentil soup
with truffle foam and gougere and sharing-style
mczze plates of roasted cauliflower bavaroise.
eggplant confit. pine nut burrata and cucumber
salad and Cccina de Leon Snails Provencal. The
menu is available all day. daily, for AED 390 per
person. Offering privacy, larger groups can book
the three-course Iftar menu at the Museum Cafe
for AED 245 per person or. for corporate groups,
the Art Lounge offers both an Iftar and Suhoor
menu, with flexibility on timings based on client
requirements. The Iftar menu is priced at AFD 245
per person and offers full privatisation, whilst the
Suhoor menu is priced at AED 195 per person, with
lull privatisation at an additional fee.

AWE-INSPIRING ACTIVATIONS

Underwater Iftar by Shangri-La at the National
Aquarium: The National Aquarium, in partnership
with Shangri-La Qaryat Al Beri. Abu Dhabi, is
hosting a one-of-a-kind 'underwater' Iftar evening
with unparalleled access to the National Aquarium
for groups between 30 to 50 guests. Taking place
from the 10-11 April, business partners, family
or friends can come together in the spectacular
setting and connect over an elevated Iftar offering
from the culinary team at Shangri-La. showcasing
flavours from across the region, including tra-
ditional Arabian-influenced dishes and tempting
sweet delights. This exclusive experience requires
booking at least 48 hours in advance and is priced
at AED 600 per person.

SALT Camp at Louvre Abu Dhabi: UAE home-
grown favourite SALT will pitch its ‘tent' this
Ramadan with the Salt Camp pop-up at Louvre
Abu Dhabi. From 1March to 21 April. SALT Camp
presents a space for friends and family to meet and
enjoy the laidback menu favourites against a back-
drop of SALT-inspired activities and activations.

Iftar with the Lions and Giraffes at Al Ain Zoo:
From 23 March to 21 April, go wild this Ramadan
with an Iftar with the lions and giraffes at Al Ain
Zoo. Both Iftar settings promise an evening to
remember, bringing guests and their loved ones
next to exciting wildlife in the world's largest
man-made African Safari setting. Iftar with the
Lions sees a breath-taking Iftar moment with the
King of the jungle, whilst Iftar with the Giraffes
secs visitors dining with Miss Zafarana the Giraffe
and her family after the sunset, and even an up-

closc-and-pcrsonal feeding experience and photo
opportunity.

Ranudan at the Warner Bros Hotel Abu Dhabi:
From authentic Arabic dishes to the cosy Ramadan-
themed ambience and even mcct-and-grects with
renowned WB characters, including Tom & Jerry,
Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck and Robin, Ramadan at the
WB Abu Dhabi is sure to be a memorable experi-
ence fo’ all the family. Taking place at Sidekicks
restaurant from 6.00 pm to 10.00 pm each evening,
the Iftar will combine authentic traditions with
modern flair, with an array of authentic and lavish
Levantine cuisine.

Ranudan at the Oasis: The Al Ain Oasis will host
its cver-popular Ramadan Nights at the Oasis from
10.00 pm to 1.00 am each evening from | = 15 April,
hosting a series of cultural activities, entertainment
and live TV broadcast.

Ramadan Arcade: Taking place at Manarat Al
Saadiyat from 6-16 April from 9.00 pm to 2.00 am.
Ramadan Arcade returns this Ramadan to embrace
cultural traditions in a contemporary setting with a
fantastic round-up of cultural activities, a variety
of entertainment and music, art, games, workshops

and more, making it the ultimate hang out
spot in Ramadan!

Pixoul Ramadan Nights: Every Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday throughout Rama-
dan, Pixoul Gaming, located in Al Qana.
hosts a rare Suhoor experience with activi-
ties designed to bring families and friends
together. From 10.00 pm to 3.00 am. the
immersive gaming Suhoor experience allows
guests to meet with the local gaming commu-
nity. play vintage Arcadc games, save Planet
Pixoul with a VR experience, and show off
ssills at the Esports Hub, all whilst enjoying
refreshments from the E-Sports Bar.

A Reflection on Cultural Heritage at
Louvre Abu Dhabi: From 15 February to 15
May. 6.30 pm to midnight daily, the Concrete
Ucach of the Louvre Abu Dhabi is set to stun
with mesmerising projections seen from the
Promenade. Iconic images of Fmirati heri-
tage will come alive on the seafront surfaces
with projections of cultural activities and
tiaditions from maritime moments and desert
travellers, urban and rural landscapes and
architecture and portraits of the people and
lifestyle of the city.

Science & Soulful at Jubail Mangrove
Park: This Ramadan, stay active and recon-
nect with nature at Jubail Mangrove Park.
In addition to scenic boardwalk experiences
through native wildlife to clear your mind
and detoxify your body, the environmental-
ly-protected park is hosting various water
activities, yoga sessions and
creative art classes. On the
water, single or double kayak-
ing guided experiences through
mangroves, seeing stunning
sunrises and sunsets whilst
discovering native wildlife, or
navigating the night with the
newly-launched Night Glow
experience in specially fitted,
LED-lit kayaks. Promoting
spiritual reflection. Jubail
Mangrove Park has curated a
schedule of ladies-only yoga
practices every Monday from
8:30 pm to 9:30 pm. including
a Detox Flow with Sound Heal-
ing Journey. Yin with Roll &
Release. Detox Pilates to Reset
and Breath and Meditation.
Ramadan at the Circuit: Yas
Marina Circuit is hosting an
array of adrenaline-packed ac-
tivities, from driving packages to thrilling Ramadan
Karting Cup and Yas Super Street Challenge, the
ADNOC TrainYAS Ramadan Challenge presented
by ADSC encouraging guests to stay active over
Ramadan and be in for a chance of winning some
fantastic prizes.

lludayriyat Mar Vista: With something for all
ages, tastes and interests, be sure to visit Hudayri-
yat Island this Ramadan. The one-stop island desti-
nation boasts everything you will need for a great
day or night out. with ample indoor and outdoor
attractions such as cycling and biking tracks and
trails, obstacle parks and pristine beaches, restau-
rants ard food trucks and the cultural lludayriyat
Heritage Trail,

Wellness Iliar at Pura Kco Resort: Disconnect
from the world around you and be engulfed by na-
ture with Pura Eco Resorts' unique Wellness iftar.
Over two weekends with limited spaces available,
the extensive Ramadan programme will include a
scries ofyoga and meditation classes before coming
logcthe* to break fast with a delicious and healthy
iftar designed by Emirati C'hef Faisal Al llarmoodi.
Hosted on 31 March and I, 7 and 8 April, the ses-
sions promise guests moments of reflection and
connection with their inner selves set in the stun-
ning sirroundings of Pura Eco Resort.

Kicking off the Eid celebrations, Abu Dhabi's
citizens, residents and visitors will be dazzled by
fireworks lighting up the skies across the city from
9.00 pm with shows along the Abu Dhabi Corniche
at Al Ain's Hazza Stadium and Madinat Zayed
Public Park. Gayathi and Al Marfa's AIMugheirah
beach in theAl Dhafra region.

Music lovers can revel in the sounds of the
most iconic stars from the Arab world with special
concerts hosted at Ftihad Arena on the second day
of Eid. Concerts, with details and artists yet to be
announced, will also occur on the same evening in
Al Ain and Al Dhafra.

Throughout the Fid public holiday, activations
will be losted by iconic tourist and cultural attrac-
tions. including Yas Bay Waterfront. Yas Island.
Manarai Al Saadiyat and Qasr Al Hosn. Al Ain's
pPalace Museum will see special Al Ayyala and Al
Razfa performances, with Al Ain Oasis and Qasr Al
Muwaiji also hosting yct-to-be-announced celebra-
tions across the four days. (IANSlife)
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resident George W. Bush and his administra-
tion put forward a variety of reasons tojustify
the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

In the months before the U.S. invasion. Bush said
the looming conflict was about eradicating terror-
ism and seizing weapons of mass destruction but
also because of a "freedom deficit” in the Middle
East, a reference to the perceived lag in participa-
tory government in the region.

Many of these arguments would emerge as poorly
grounded, giver later events.

In 2004, then Secretary of State Colin Powell re-
flected on the weak rationale behind the main argu-
ments for the invasion: that thcrc were weapons of
mass destruction. He acknowledged that "it turned
out that the sourcing was inaccurate and wrong and
in some cases deliberately misleading.”

In fact Iraq d d not have a stockpile of weapons
of mass destruction, as Powell and others had al-
leged at the ti

But the Bush administration’s rhetoric of build-
ing a more free, open and democratic Middle East
persisted after the weapons of mass destruction
claim had proven false, and has been harder to
evaluate at least in the short term.

Bush assured the American public in 2003 that,
"A new regime in Iraq would serve as a dramatic
and inspiring example of freedom for other nations
in the region.”

He focused or this theme during the ground inva-
sion, in which a coalition force of nearly 100,000
American and other allied troops rapidly toppled
Saddam Hussein's regime.

“The establishment of a free Iraq at the heart
of the Middle East will be a watershed event in
the global democratic revolution,” Bush said in
November 2003. He also said that the U.S. would
be pursuing a "forward strategy of freedom in the
Middle East.”

Twenty years on. it is worth considering how
this "forward strategy” has played out both in
Irag and across the Middle East. In 2003, there
was indeed, as Bush noted, a "freedom deficit” in
the Middle East, where repressive authoritarian
regimes dominated the region. Yet. in spite of tre-
mendous upheaval in the Middle East over the past
two decades, many authoritarian regimes remain
deeply cntrenched.

MEASURING THE

‘FREEDOM GAP*
Political scioncc scholars like myself try to
measure the democratic or authoritarian character
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of governments in a variety of ways.

The non-profit group Freedom (louse evaluates
countries in terms of democratic institutions and
whether they have free and fair elections, as well as
people's civil rights and liberties, such as freedom
of speech, freedom of assembly and a free press.
Freedom House rates each country and its level of
democracy on a scale from 2 to 14. from "mostly
free” to "least free.”

One way to think about the level of democracy
in the region is to focus on the 23 countries and
governments that form the Arab League, a regional
organization that spans North Africa, he Red Sea
coast and the Middle East. In 2003. she average
Freedom House score for an Arab League member
was 11.45 far more authoritarian than the global
average of 6.75 at the time.

Put another way. the Freedom House report in
2003 classified a little over 46% of all countries
as “free.” but no country in the Arab League met
that threshold.

While some Arab countries, like Saudi Arabia,
were ruled by monarchies around this time, others,
like Libya, were ruled by dictators.
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The nearly 30-ycar-long regime of Hussein in
Iraq fit this second pattern. Hussein was part of a
1968 coup led by the Ba'ath political party, a group
that wanted all Arab countries to form one unified
nation  but also became known for human rights
violations. The Ba'ath Party relied upon Iraq’s oil
wealth and repressive tactics against civilians to
maintain power.

The fall of Hussein's regime in April 2003 pro-
duced a nominally more democratic Iraq. But after
fighting a series of sectarian insurgencies in Iraq
over an eight-year period, the U.S. ultimately left
behind a weak and deeply divided government.

POST-INVASION IRAQ

The U.S. 2003 invasion succeeded in ousting a
brutal regime but establishing a healthy and thriv-
ing new democracy proved more challenging.

Rivalry between Iraq's three main groups the
Sunni and Shiite Muslims as well as the Kurds, the
largest ethnic minority in the country paralyzed
early attempts at political reorganization.

While Iraq today has a constitution, a parliament
and holds regular elections, the country struggles
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both with popular legitimacy and with practical
aspects of governance, such as providing basic
education for children.

Indeed, in 2023, Freedom House continues to
score Iri.q as "Not Free” in its measure of democ-
racy.

Since the U.S. military withdrawal in 2011, Iraq
has lurclred from one political crisis to another.
From 2014 to 2017. large portions of western Iraq
were controlled by the extremist militant Islamic
State group.

In 2018 and 2019. rampant government corrup-
tion led to a string of anti-government protests,
which sparked a violent crackdown by the govern-
ment.

The protests prompted early parliamentary elec-
tions in November 2021. but the government has
not yet teen able to create a coalition government
representing all competing political groups.

While Iraq’s most recent crisis avoided descend-
ing into civil war, the militarized nature of Iraqi
political parties poses an ongoing risk of electoral
violence.

THE POST-INVASION
MIDDLE EAST

While Iraq continues to face deep political chal-
lenges. it is worth considering the U.S. efforts at
regional democracy promotion more fully.

In 2014, widespread protest movements associ-
ated with the Arab Spring toppled dictators in Tu-
nisia, Egypt, Yemen and Libya. In other countries,
such as Morocco and Jordan, monarchs were able to
offer concessions to people and remain in control
by delaying public spending cuts, for example, and
replacing government ministers.

Yet sustaining stable democracies has proved
challenging even where the Arab Spring seemed to
succeed nchanging political regimes. In Egypt, the
military has reasserted itself and the country has
slid steadily back to authoritarianism. In Yemen,
the polit cal vaccum created by the protests marked
the start of a devastating civil war.

The average Freedom House democracy score for
members of the Arab League is today 11.45  the
same as it was on the eve of the Iraq invasion

It is hard to know if U.S. efforts at democracy
promotion accelerated or delayed political change
in the Middle East. It is hard to know if a different
approach might have yielded better results. Yet.
the data - at least as social scientists measure such
things - strongly suggests that the vision of an Iraq
as an inspiration for a democratic transformation
of the Middle East has not comc to pass.

(The Conversation)

The varied emotions of a city

Parks stress men and narrow streets stress women

here are many people who have experienced
I fear or stress on the street at one time or
another. There arc also those who go out to
relax or disconnect from their home or work lives.
The place is the same, but the experiences are
clearly different. Despite the fact that the street
is an important space in our lives, we don't really
know why it brings about positive emotions in some
people and negative emotions in others.

Many municipalities have invested significant
amounts of money to “clcan up”, “improve” and
“modernise” their streets, squares and parks. This
generally means changing the urban layout, increas-
ing the number of fixtures on the street or adding
plants.

But. in reality, these arc merely formal interven-
tions: the extent to which they improve the emo-
tions that people experience in public spaces has
not been studied.

Identifying emotions

Traditionally, emotions have been identified
through surveys. This approach has some problems.
The main issue is that people lie  whether con-
sciously or unconsciously. They also forget things,
don't want to admit that something scares them or
fail fill out the questionnaire correctly.

A new method was needed. And that has been
possible in recent years thanks to the miniaturisa-
tion (and falling cost) of some medical devices.
Now, people can move around in the street with
instruments that measure their emotions.

One indicator of those is heart rate. When wc say
that someone has a heart rate of 60 beats per minute,
it could be deduced that the time between beats is
one second. But actually, during those 60 scconds,
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of each beat varies to accommodate
the changes the person is going through. Measur-
ing these variations makes it possible to identify
changes in the emotions experienced

These changes in the intervals between beats
instruments like the heart
rate bands that athletes use. If this information is
correlated to a specific location (for example, with
the GPS of a mobile phone), we can know which
locations arc associated with heartbeat alterations
and look for possible causes

Different reactions depending on gender

Heart rate changes reveal some significant dif-
ferences in how groups of people experience public
space. For example, they make it possible to iden-
tify changes in the perception of space by gender.

In one of the first tests carried out to identify
these changes, which took place in the historic
centre of Lleida (Spain), the results showed that
women experienced a degree of stress that is 17.34%
higher than men throughout the experiment. In ad-
dition. 20.51% of female participants rated some
of the spaces visited as "unpleasant”, compared to
S.6% of males. Likewise, significant differences
were identified in the spaces that brought about

these emotions.

Women tended to have higher levels of stress in
narrow pedestrian streets, especially if there were
other people or parked vehicles creating areas with
poor visibility. In contrast, men were more stressed
by parks gardens and shopping streets with a high
presence of people.

Something curious was observed precisely in
parks and gardens. These places seemed to produce
a feeling of wellbeing in women, while in men the
common feeling was stress. This is an example of
how the same place can be pcrecived differently by
different groups.

It is also important to point out that, when iden-
tifying the emotions experienced throughout the
experiment, women expressed fear and sadness
more often than men. Men tended to express joy
and rage

City planning based on emotions

With ihe COVID-19 pandemic, an increase in
anxiety and fear of going outside was observed.
Knowing the origin of these emotions allows us to
know the causes of that situation and design pub-
lic spaces that tackle the issue of the population’s
wellbeing and mental health.

Small micro-spaces that we see each day like
zebra crossings, narrow sidewalks and parked cars
may be directly related to whether we feel good or
bad in a public place. Thinking about them properly
is essential to designing spaccs that flow with and
not against  the population. (The Conversation)
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Games before polls

THE fragmented Opposition, mostly led by
powerful dynasts, was groping in the dark even
as the next round of assembly polls and even
the parliament elections are fast approaching.

The central government was virtually on as-
sault mode, targeting several key figures in the
Opposition with a new frenzy. The icing on the
cake for the ruling side came in the form ofthe
“speedy" disqualification of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi from Parliament. These series of
actions should have re-energized the Opposi-
tion to put up a facade of unity and take on the
ruling BJP head on. Indications, however, are

that thi:

is wishful thinking. Note the lukewarm

manner in which the non-Congrcss opposition
protested agEinst the events leading up to Rahul
Gandhi’s disqualification. They are there and

yet not there with any kind of vehemence. This
was time for them to provide a boost to Rahul

Gandhi's sinking morale.

The way things were shaping up in recent
weeks had the unmistakable stamp of a calcu-
lated offensive against the principal opposition
party - the Congress. However, the Centre also
hit two birds with one stone, arresting Delhi's
deputy chiefminister Manish Sisodia and tight-
ening the noose around K Kavitha. daughter of
Tclangana chiefminister Chandrashekar Rao in
what is branded as the Delhi liquor scam. Em-
barrassment on both Arvind Kcjriwal and Rao is
all too visible and both are wary; proofenough
that the ED was not barking up the wrong tree.
The UP opposition stalwarts are lying low and
so is Mamata Bancrjcc caught in matters like
the Bengal coal scam. Central agencies are also
knocking at ihe doors of the Lalu family in Bi-
har. ED is investigating crucial matters related
to leftistchiefminister Pinarayi Vijayan though
he has no national clout. Coming on top of all
these is the predicament that the top leader of
the principal opposition. Rahul Gandhi, has

landed himself in.

Question now is. with as much baggage on
the shoulders of the Opposition parties, how
would these survive and thrive if they stand
apart and spite each other. Assembly elections
that would set the tone for the 2024 parliament
polls arc worth a watch. The BIJP has retained
power in Trbura and overall maintained some
hold elsewhere in the North-East too in the

recent polls, but the next round is crucial. The
Congress hopes to retain Rajasthan and wrest
power in Karnataka. Madhya Pradesh too might
witness anti-incumbency trends. Yet, only a
united opposition can hope to upset the BJP
applecart at the national level for the reason
that issues like ‘Adani* might not give them the

winning edge.

Devaluation
of legislative
democracy!

liditor,

I would like torefer tothe
news itemundcrthc heading.
"VPP to hit streets against
roster system” (ST March
25 2023). In this regard,
Mr Ardent Ba>aiawmoit,
VPP MLA is justified in

of sabotaging democracy be-
causc they were all in power
at one point or another during
the last three dccadcs.

Our Legislative Assembly
used toaverage about 55-60
sittings per annum, about
3 decades ago. During this
time, the Budget Session
used to be held for 30 work-
ing days. But in the last 15
years, this has come down
to about 20 annual sittings.

pressing his
over the Speaker's deci-
sion to conclude the House
proceedings without giving
the members of Opposition
an opportunity to discuss
the roster system (an issue
earlier listed for discussion);
over the decision to truncate
theBudget Scssi.m to7 days,
to reserve only 2 days for
private Members' business
and to restrict the timing
only to 10 minjtcs for the
members to take part in the
debate on the Governor's
address. Mr Bataiawmoit is
also right in his observation
that the Government in doing
all this is runningaway from
its responsibilities

However, looking at the
big picture, wc see that the
trend to weaken legislative
democracy started about
three dccadcs back and no
political party, including the
present Opposition (except
i<t VPP). ranaot ahsnivi*
themselves from their acts

This of legisla-
tive democracy should have
shocked us. but wc never
raised any objections. So
few sittings mean legislators
arc not spending enough
time either debating Laws
or Governance issues. The
Assembly has degenerated
to become a mere venue for
political theatrics to show-
cast* the oratorial skills of a
few MLAs which practically
means a lot of noise which
signifies nothing. No wonder
then that our Laws arc now
poorly drafted frequently
leading to controversies and
litigation, Ibat is the direct
result of legislators not do-
ing their homework and due
diligence on legislations. The
other aspect is that the Gov-
emment is no longer con-
strained by the legislature.
Hardly 10% of the bills of
the past several Assemblies
have been referred to special
house committees for rigor-
ous scrutiny. This is down

Meghalaya State Budget:
Confusion galore

By Blwgtonun Mawroh

Last week ihc Megha-
laya Democratic Alliancc-2.0
tabled ihc first budget of its
second term in office. Out
of the 31 sectors listed in
the budget. Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDG) got
the highest allocation with
around 13,145 Crorc rupees.
This allocation becomes very
important in light of the fact
that Meghalaya was placed
sccond from the bottomiin the
N1TI Aayog ‘North liastcrn
Region: District SDG In-
dex. Report and Dashboard
Baseline Report 2021-2022*.
Among districts East Khasi
Hills achieved the highest
rank, coming in the 57th po-
sition out ofthe 103 districts
in the North East. Being an
average rank this means that
on some individual goals
the performance was even
worse. In fact. 91% of the
districts in the State were in
the Performer category which
is the sccond last category
in the SDG index. So the
highest allocation to Sustain-
able Development Goals is a
welcome sign and must be
applauded. But looking at
the other allocations in the
budget particularly under
Climate Changc Goals and
Organic and Natural Farming
Policy, there is confusion as
to what kind ofactivities arc
actually being formulated for
spending under Sustainable
Development Goals.

To begin with allocation
under Climate Changc Goals
is the third highest in the
budget with 3412 Crorc ru-
pees being earmarked for the
scctor. Like elsewhere in the
world, the impact of climate
changc is already apparent
in ihe Slate. In 2022 Me-
ghalaya experienced record
rainfall with Mawsynramand
Sohra breaking iheir previ-
ous records. This resulted
in numerous landslides all
overilk state leading to loss
oflives in some. Agriculture
was alsoseverely affected by
ihe torrential rainfall with ihc
yield of potato, an important
crop especially in the Khasi
Hills, being badly hit in many
locations. With uncertainty of
weather and extreme events
already becoming more fre-
quent. taking steps tocombat
climate changc is extremely
important. The inclusion of
Climate Change Goals in
the slate Budget is therefore
very timely.

The confusion, however,
is that climate changc is
already a part of the SDG
goals, viz., SDG 13: Climate
Action whose aim is to take
indent action lo combat cli-
mate changc and its impacts.
So in effect this means that
allocation forclimatc change
has been made twicc. once
under Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals and another
under Climate Changc Goals.

from about 40% 3-4 decades
ago. Hence, it is no surprise
that our Hon'ble High Court
istheonly cffcctivc check on
executive ovenreach
Perhaps it is about time
that our representatives
should demand for a rule -a
minimum o f60-70sittings a
yearand amajority 0fMLAS
from all political parties
should be present if they are
committed to the welfare of
the people as they always
declare from rooftops, other-
wise governance will remain
solely an exercise of execu-
tive power and we will sec
further decline in the quality
ofdemocracy and the Legis-
lative Assembly will finally
become irrelevant.
Yours ctc..
samuel Swell.
shillong -2

India's
defamation
laws outdated

liditor

Rahul Gandhi has been
sentenced to two years in
prison, for “insulting" Prime
Minister Modi, by asking,
during the 2019 election
campaign, why “all thieves
have Modi as (their] common
surname." Besides thisdefa-
mation chargc. he has also
been expelled from parlia-
ment at a time when he may

The question is how is ihc
government going to dis-
entangle activities under
Climate Changc Goals from
those under Sustainable De-
velopment Goals? Inability
to do this clearly would lead
to double spending under
the same head*. Considering
that both the goals constitutc
50% of the total allocation
in the budget this will lead
to a huge watte of financial
resources for the State which
in turn will have a negative
impacton its financial health.
Things might Ixxomcclearcr
when the list of specific ac-
tivities under each scctor is
known. Until then it is very
confusing.

Another confusion but
more of a disappointment is
the allocation under Organic
and Natural Farming Policy
which is 6th from the bottom
withonly 23 Crorc rupees be-
ing earmarked for the scctor.
Just before going into elec-
tions. the MDA government
announced the policy on Or-
ganic and Natural Farming.
This was an important step
taken to support the Indig-
enous Peoples* Food System
(1PFS) in the State where the
majority of the indigenous
farmers
or practi
ing by default Emphasis on
natural farming also matches
the policies announced by the
Union Government. In the
recent Union budget. Finance
Minister Nirnala Sithara-
man announced Ihc target of
getting 10 mi lion people to
adopt natural fanning in the
upcoming three years. In fact
on the 25th August. 2022 the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare. Govern-
ment of India had released
the Guidelines of National
Mission on Natural Farming
lo support tutural farming
(most certainly the State
Policy must have taken inspi-
ration from these guidelines)
in the country. Two types of
areas have been accordcd
highest priority under this
policy, viz., area falling under
5 km corridor on cither side
of River Ganga and rain-fed
and traditionally low or no
fertilisers using areas like the
hilly, tribal, hgh forest land
districtsand ranotcly located
districts, i.e.. he North East
region which includes Me-
ghalaya.

However the Guidelines
as formulated will lead to
exclusion of many indig-
enous fanners in the Suite.
Guidelines Scction 10.2 (d)
and Section 134 (m) makes
it very clear that consider-
ation of whether a farmer
can be as aprac-

at least 2-3years. Then such
farmers will be brought un-
der a certification system
which according to Section
10.4.5 will start from the
second year onwards. These
provisions clash with the
traditional farming systems
practiced by the indigenous
farmers of Meghalaya, viz..
jhum and bun where plotsare
cultivated fora period ofonc
and two-thrcc years respec-
tively and thenallowed to re-
main fallow froma period of
5-6 years to more than 7-10
yean:, llcnce, if strictly fol-
lowed indigenous farmers in
the State will lose out on the
benefits o f the Scheme. There
is therefore a need to amend
the National Guidelines to
take into consideration the
local farming systems. If
this s done itwill have many
positive spillovers which will
benefit other scctorsand here
lies ihc confusion as well.

One of the important ben-
efits of the IPFS as practiced
by the indigenous communi-
ties in Meghalaya through
their local farming systems
is in terms of climate resil-
ience. This was unequivo-
cally established by the 2021
The Whitc'Wipluila Paper
on Indigenous Peoples’ food
systems published by Food
and Agricultural Organisa-
tion which found that IPFS
contributes to resilience to
climate changc in fourways,
viz.. insurance against re-
source failures; adaptation
offood resources over longer
time frames through evolu-
tionary processes; cncour-
aging positive symbiotic
interactions between specics
and areas in the landscape
that support nutrient cycling
control pestsanddisease, and
facilitate pollination; and
sheltering the food system
from the impact of ecologi-
cal shocks. This is achieved
through the genetic, spccics
and systems diversity found
in the IPFS.

For example indigenous
farmers practicing jhum cul-
tivation in Meghalaya grow
dozens of specics in their
plots, viz., potato, sweet
potato, taro, maize, tapioca,
millet, job tears, cucum-
ber, beans, perilla to name
a few (Species Diversity).
These again have multiple
landraccwarieties (Genetic
Diversity). A single farmer
might grow only four to five
varieties of potato but the
entire community may be
growing more than a dozen
local varieties. Same is the
casewith the other speciesas
well. In

and collecting food from
the forest and water bodies
(Systems Diversity). This
diversity of options is an im-
portant attribute of resilience
required to strengthen the
capacity of the food system
to withstand the shocks of
climatc change. Furthermore,
many of the specics and their
varieties grown by the indig-

(SIX)

Rahul disqualification puts India in
unenviable league of nations

Western media sees

ds

Incumb.*nt ruling dispen-
sationsdisfranchising former
rulers and banning them for
life i ion:

enous farmers of
arc climatc smart crops like
millet which arc known to
be highly resilient to ex-
treme weather conditions, a
hallmark of climatc changc.
It is. however, not the only
one. Essentially this means
that action taken under the
Organic and Natural Farming
Policy will have an impact
on Climatc Changc Goals as
well. But there is more.

As the IPFS found in Me-
ghalaya follows the principle
of natural farming it will
affect SDG 12 Responsible
Consumption and Produc-
tion which aim to ensure
sustainable consumption and
(food) production patterns
(i. organic and natural
farming). Similarly, with
diversity being an important
featureofIPFS therewill also
bean impacton SDG 15 Life
on Land which among other
things wants to halt biodiver-
sity loss (Spccics and Genetic
Diversity). And finally, sincc
70% of the population in
State is rural and agriculture
and allied activities contrib-
ute |V% to the state’s GDP,
livelihood built around IPFS
through certification will de-
termine SDG 8 Decent Work
and Economic Growth, ie.,
the promotion of sustained,
inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and
productive employment and
decent work forall.

However despite its im-
mense importance, the al-
location under Organic and
Natural Farming Policy is
just over 30,000 rupees per
village, a very low figure.
Also as was the ease with
the Climatc Changc Goals,
delineating activities undct
Organic and Natural Farming
policy from those identified
for Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals is going to be
very difficult. Not getting it
right will lead to problems
in terms coordination and
implementation resulting in
wastage of scarcc financial
resources. With the PcrCapita
Net State Domestic Product
of Meghalaya already being
one ofthe lowest in the coun-
try. this is something the state
cannot afford. Hopefully the
clccted representatives from
the Opposition can raise these
concerns with the govern-

is not possible or not required
f !

titioner of natural farming
will require assessment of

ask uncomfonablc questions
about Mr. Mo<li'sliaison with
Mr. Adani.

India's an:i-defamation
law sounds quite subjective
and risky, as anyone can
feel insulted by anything. In

times o' tall <igs and
thin skins, people feel in-
sulted very easily and all the
time. Moreover, the fact that
defamation is criminalized in
India, is a harsh measure that
makes this lav even more
untenable. Under Section
5000fthe IPC. the maximum
punishment far defamation
is two years in prison. So
will India's jails be filled
with “insultcrs” accused by
thin-skinned people who felt
insulted? Whit is an accept-
able dcfinitionofan “insult"?
To usethe "feelings” ofthose
insulted todcfne this term, is
to descend down a slippery
slope and drown in subjec-
tivity. Moreover, what is the
threshold ofan “insult"? Upto
what point can one criticize
before criticism bccomes
insulting?

In fact, it is Rahul Gandhi
who has received more than
his fair share of nasty insults
from the BJP — from being
called "pappu.” tobeing told
he now look* like Saddam
Hussein (a murderer). More-
over. nobody seems lo be
pointing out that the term
"OBC" is very insulting
and objectively so. The fact

bunand wet
paddy cultivation along with
keeping a homestead garden

that even after seventy-five
years of independence from
Britain, the Government of
India siill uses this term,
and that OBCs arc "socially
and educationally backward
classes” (SEBCS) in the In-
dian eonslilulinn —all this
speaks volumes for insulting,
impolite speech. If political
correctness is one extreme,
then this kind of crude lan-
guage is another extreme.
People who belong to the so-
called OBCs haveevery right
to feel insulted by this term.
Should they now be pressing
defamation clnrgcs? Perhaps
even asking for reparations?
Rahul Gandhi's critical
remarks in Britain have also
drawn fire. But is it seditious
for an opposition leader to
appeal to the international
community? Surely this is
to be cxpected in a highly
globalized world? Moreover,
critical remarks can be the
greatest sign of patriotism =
far greater than blind cultish
"love" for the nation.
Yours ctc.,
Decpa Majumdar
Via email

Walkout
by VPP
raiseworthy

iditor.
The walkout by the mem-
bers of the Voice of the Peo-

ment in their discussion on
the budget.

(The writercan hereached
at: maw'roh.hhogloranigona
fiinail.com)

ple’s Party from the State
Assembly on March 20. is
praiseworthy, tosay the least.
When similar protests had
taken place even during the
previous Assembly session
of the MDA.l why can’t
the Central Government ad-
dress the same? There arc no
cxcuscs! And who arc they
trying to fool? They had five
years to rectify this "deliber-
ate error”, and yet they want
to "add salt o injury!” Il is
not a matter of "limitation”
on the pari of Ihc Governor,
as the Chief Minister had
justified, but ralhcr a matter
of "replicating the hideous
objective” on the part of the
Central Government that is
appalling. The Governor is
also equally responsible as
he is a titular head or consti-
tutional head of the state. He
must alsobe personally aware
that his address has immense
significance for the august
house, but to do so in such
“"an erroneous demeanour”
is to start his innings on the
“wrong foot."
s efc.,
Lawrcncc Pherliam
Sumer,
Via email

Lettersto tho Editor must have
the full narme, address and
contact number ol the writer,
even iftheyare sent by email,
Only letters withthe requisite
Otficilswill be putilivhatl

is something that one often
associates with countries
with fragile democracies. In-
dians are used to news about
politicians losing their seats
in parliament and being de-
barred from contesting clcc-
tions on account of corrup-
tion and other offences from
across the border rather than
in their own country, where
such instances arc rare if not
non-existent. Rahul Gandhi
losing his prliament scat and
being disqualified from con-
testing clcctions for six years
in viowr of his conviction in
the defamation case has in

lowered

aiolt to credentials
argest democracy

a special mention of the
fact that the decision todis-
qualify the Congress leader
from parliament has been
taken by the Indian parlia-
ment controlled by Modi's
party

BBC recalled how politi-
cians including Rahul Gan-
dhi had moved the Supreme
Court for decriminalising
defamation, which is based
on the British era law and
pointed out that chargc by
free speech advocates that
politicians have been us-
ing the law to silence their
critics.

The ILconomist recently
carricd an articic on India's
‘democratic drift', saying
parliament was becoming

t
India's pretfige as the world's
largest democracy.
Pakistan's deposed prime
minister Nawaz Sharif was

declared ineligible lo hold
public office for life by the
country’s Supreme Court in
2018, Successor Imran Khan
has lost po'.verand his seat in
the Pak parliament last year,
but is not c.-banred from con-
tcsting elections. But such
developments have bccome
almost cyclical in the neigh-
bourhood sothat the news no
longer creates any sensation.
These developments have
increasingly placed Pakistan
in the company of African
democracies, where demo-
cratic regimes are deposed
and installed in the speed of
blinking an eye.

In India, former Tamil
Nadu chief minister J Jay-
alalithaa and RID supremo
Lalu Prasad Yadav have so
far been he most talked
about convictions leading
to elcctior disqualification
before the list has now been
topped by the addition of

ir irrelevant un-
der the Modi administration
as laws arc passed without
scrutiny and debate. It point-
ed out that the proportion

of bills referred to standing
committees in the lower
house, the Lok Sabha has
dropped from around 60-70
percent under the previous
government to 27 percent in
Mr Modi's first termandjust
13 percent in his second. At-
tendance records in commit-
tee meetings in both houses
for ihe past throe years re-
veal a meagre average of
46 pereent. Of the 15 bills
rushed into law during the
monsoon session last year,
not one had been deliber-
atedin committee, and many
were passed by perfunctory
voice votes, it said.

It may appear tobe some-
what ironical that Ihc BJP
which is celebrating Rahul
Gandhi's conviction and his
unseating from parliament
has been opposing a ban
on tainted politicians from
contesting clcctions, which
the Election C

Rahul Gandhi,
was convicted for4 years and
slappeda fineofRs 100crorc
in a ease relating to dispro-
portionate assets. But before
the sentence was enforced,
she had died.

Lalu Piasad Yadav was
disqualified from contesting
electionslo Lok Sabha in the
wake ofhisconviction under
the preven ion of corruption
Act in the multi-crorc fod-
der scam in 2013 The Bihar
strongman continues to facc
troubles over another scam
relating tothe so-calledjobs
for land scamand is virtually
out of acti.c politics due to
legal complications as well
as old age. but has since
passed oft'his mantle lo his
children.

Within hours of Rahul
Gandhi's conviction and
his unseating from parlia-
ment alonji with a ban of six
years in contesting elections,
western media put out stories
about how Indian democracy
has been losing sheen over
the years. A Bloomberg re-
port said lidia is facing the
risk of losing its label as the
world’s largest democracy
under Princ Minister Nor-
endra Modi's rule. It made

of Indio has been propos-
ing. While the poll panel
favoured a ban. the law min-
istry opposed the move lock,
slock and barrel.

In fact, ona petition filed
by activist lawyer and BIP
supporter Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay seeking alifetim
ban on tainted politicians in
a bid to check rising crimi-
nalisation of the polity and
greater number of tainted
politicians in elected houses,
the Modi government re-
sponded saying the existing
laws have several provisions
which adequately dealt with
this issue.

A Law Commission
report had recommended
disqualification of persons
against whom charges have
been framedat least oneyear
before thedate ofscrutiny of
nominations for an offcncc
punishable with a sentence
of five years or more. The
Supreme Court has time
and again expressed itself
in favour of decriminalis-
ing politics, but at the same
time pointed out its inability
to push ahead with the idea
due to lack of legislative
mandate. (IPA Service)
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Media as vanguard of democracy
NO lessa person than the Chieflustice of India, DY
C'handrachud has recognised the sterling role of the
media in safeguarding democracy. Justice Chandra-
chud was speaking at the annual Ramnath Goenka
award functior on March 22 last. The Ramnath

Goenka award has been instituted to recognise cut-
ting edge journalism that goes beyond the notional
reportage of daily affairs but is an in-depth report-
age of the travails faced by the powerless across
the country: reportage that shocks and awes and is
transfonnative mnature becausc it draws the atten-
tion of the those mnning the government. What is
interesting is Justicc Chandrachud's exhortation to
those that did not make the cut for the award, “that
you are no less a winner in the game of life for
yours is a noble profession. To have chosen it at all
(especially when more lucrative options arc avail-
able) and to continue to pursue it despite the many

di

iculties which arise,

is admirable indeed." This

should bolster the spirit o fjournalists in the periphery
who stmgglc against all odds to do their bit without
fear or favour, especially in a situation where press
freedom is on the wane. The Chieflustice likened
journalists to lawyers orjudges in that practitioners
of both professions are fierce believers of the apho-
rism that the pen is mightier than the sword and both
also share the occupational hazard of being disliked
by virtue of their professions which is no easy cross

to bear.

Interestingly. Justicc C'handrachud lauded the lo-
cal or community-based journalism which he says
has played an important role in encouraging social
cohesion and political activism. Local media indeed
has the ability to not only educate citizens but also
to raise the little-known conccrns and set the agenda
for debate on those issues at the policy level. Local
journalism, the ChiefJusticc says, ‘shines a bright
light on local issues, people, and causes, which
many times may not get covered by the media at

the national-level.

As several studies have shown

that the composition of mainstream media is not
representative of all communities.”

Recognising that journalists, both in India and
across the world, work in difficult and unfriendly
conditions, Jus.icc C'handrachud appreciated their
persistence in the face of adversity and opposition
and pointed out that this quality should not be lost.
Dissent is part ofdemocracy and should not lead to
hatred as is evident today and that hatred should not
evolve intoviolence. The Chieflustice told the audi-
ence that the Supreme Court itselfhas emphasised on
the rights o fjournalists in a number ofjudgments. | le
pointed toa paricularjudgment where the Supreme
Court held: “ India’s freedoms will rest safe as long
asjournalists can speak truth to power without being
chillcd by a threat of reprisal.” To have the highest
authority of thejudiciary ofthiscountry uphold press
freedom so unequivocally is a balm for journalists
who are increasingly facing reprisals from those in
power merely for reporting facts. Hopefully Justicc
Chandrachud's words would resonate with those
vested with the task of governing this country.

Ksan:The
forgotten
tragedy

Ldiior.

Have we forgotten, that
sad tragedy of December
2018 where miners were
trapped inside the dark world
ofa rat hole for many days?
The rescue operation which
was suspended after over 75
days (December 13 2018 =
March 2,2019), was one of
the longest rescue efforts in
the country, and italso could
be the costliest operation.
The administration had to
seek the assistance teams
from Coal India, Kirloskar
Brothers, Odisha Fire Ser-
vices team, the kulian Air
Force, and the Indian Navy,
ctc. tojoin the operation to
rescue the miners. Only the
Indian Army was ;left out
of the rescue operations? It
seems that the Meghalaya
Government had also for-
gotten the Rs 100 (hundred)
crorc slapped by the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT).
Tragically a few stubborn
individuals are siill asking
for proof to defend illegal
mining and transportationof
coal in the state.

The NGT also directed
31 (thirty-one) Illegal coke
plants to pay a fine of over
Rs 4.75 crorc as environ-
mental compensation for

their failure to abide by the

&

For the second time in
a row the Conrad govern-
ment sought exemption for
Meghalaya from holding
the Common University
Entrance* Test (CUET), anil
the ccntral government gen-
erously allowed all central
universities in the northeast
to admit students in the af-
filiated UG colleges of the
central universitiesas per the
past practice. This exemption
‘was.however, not applicable
to PG admission. Barring
Nagaland University, other
central universities in the
northeast went for the Ccn-
tral Universities Common
Entrance Test (CUCET) for
the PG admission. The delay
in holding the CUCET in
2022 resulted in late admis-
sion, leading to the disrup-
tion of the academic calen-
dar in different universities,
including in NF.HU. The
CA|>cclatiou that die ecutial-
‘tzedexamssuchas theCUET
or the CUCET would enable
‘the students o f the northeast
lo get into premier universi-
ties in mainland India did
not materialize in practice.
C'ontrarily, it was reported
that the number of students
from the northeast secur-
ing admission in JINU and
Delhi University has reduced
considerably, as the students
from the northeast failed to
score well in the national
level tests. Therewas resent-
ment even in NEHU when
many locals failed to score
well in the CUCET exams,
which compelled the univer-
sity to have a re-look at the
admission policy.

The central government
contends that the national
entrance tests that it intro-
duced for admission as part
ofthe NEP 2020 would en-
sure a level-playing field in
the country, which has so
many education boards and

versities. It isal "

tin
Ore
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By H. Srikanlli

At another end of the
spectrum, we also come
across a large section of the
locals hailing from poor and
middle-class families who
cannot afford to study out-
side the region. They have
had their studies under the
local state boards, in ordi-
nary schools and colleges
with limited infrastructure
and under not so qualified
tcachcrs. Their knowledge
of computer; and their ac-
cessto the internet is limited.
They have noidea how they
could crack the aptitude
and general awareness tests.
Such sections seek admis-
sion in the colleges and uni-
versities within the state /

of other components of the
NEP 20207 For strategic rea-
sons, they may remainsilent.
But they evince no interest
in the proposed reforms, as
they believe that ultimately
the much trumpeted reforms
end up asold wine in a new
ttle.

1 find both these ap-
proaches problematic while
one is elitist, the other one
defeatist. The elitistapproach
does not look at the ground
realities and gets cxcitcd
about everything marketed
as reforms. They want to
push the reforms, intending
1o please someone at the top
of the social hierarchy. It
matters little to them whether

“It was reported that the numbero fstudentsfrom
ilk’ northeast securing admission in JN U ami
Delhi University has reduced considerably, as the

studentsfrom the northeastfailed to score well in
the national level tests. There was resentment even

in NEH U when many localsfailed to score well in
the CUCET exams, which compelled the university
to haw a iv-Iix>k at the admission policy. "

region. These groups of less
privileged students see little
gain from CUET or CUCET
exams. They vew the nation-
wide entrance exams use-
less, burdensome and even
harmful to tlieir interests.
Naturally, the parentsand the
organizations representing
these less fortjnate students
in the states remain averse
to national level tests for
admission to thecolleges and
universities.

Although everyone in
Meghalaya acknowledges
the importance of higher
education, there is no una-
nlmi[y in howto address the

that the tests would help the
students to get into premier
universities and colleges
without writing multiple
entrance tests. This logic
did not find many takers
in Meghalaya. Most stu-
dents and parents remained
cynical about such claims.
They brought pressure on
the state government to seek.
exemption from the CUET.
However, some people in
thesuite, mostly the families,
which arc better educated
and are reasonably rich,
contend that their children
should go out and learn to
compctewith others. Limited

1t in

Some
assume that education stan-
dards in the state improve
if we implement the NEP
2020. Hence, .hey go all out
to support everything that
the policy prescribes be that
CUET/CUCET, four-year
degree, online education
through MOCCS. introduc-
tion ofvocational education,
or the so-calk*d Entry and
Exitoptions. Ihcy arcactive-
ly working in ihc university,
colleges and thegovernment,
pushing the NEP 2020agcn-
da. But there is also a cyni-
cal scction which secs little
possibility of implementing
the reforms. They ask if

the region also compel the
aspiring millcnnials to look
for jobs outside the region.
These sectionsview national
level exams such as CUET
andCUCET as neeessaryand
beneficial for their growth.

of course. Now, we do no(

procedures by
law. The National Green
Tribunal (NG T) also slapped
thousands of crores of fines
to many states in India, for
allegedly not managing solid
aswell as liquid waste man-
agement causing harm to
the environment. Handling
ofsewage and solid waste is
covered in the Ilthand 12th
schedule of the Constitution
of India. Therefore, it is the
constitutional responsibility
of the state and local mu-
nicipal bodies to provide a
pollution-free environment
1o the people, and to ensure
the right to life. Sooner or
later the state will be again
slapped with croresofrupees
of fine. The Rs. 109 crorcs
committed by the State Gov-
ernment may be notenough.
The amount will be fixed,
based on the “polluter pay
principles” ie. (EC PI x
N x R x S x LF) and Rs
2 crores per million litres
perday (MLD) and Rs 300
per tonne for unprocessed
legacy waste, since sewage
isdirectly being dumped into
the Umkhrah and Umshyrpi
rivers, etc., and the same will
naturally be dumped into
the Umiam riverand further
downstream.

The question is who paid
the Rs 100 (hundred) crorc
fine and the cost of rescue
operations? It has all gone
from the public exchequer

know

the general public must pay.

Those of us who are pollut-

ing the environment must

also pay. That's the polluter

pays principle and its iea fair
principle.

Yoursetc.,

D. Pakyntein

Via email

Invasion of
Iraq - A
Illegal War

Editor,

Apropos of the news
item “ 20 years on , George
Bush's promise ofdemocra-
cy in Iraq , Middle East falls
short (ST March 26. 2023),
one lesson that has not been
learned is that it is near im-
possible toachieve an honest
outcome from a dishonest
objective . Invasion of Iraq
remainsoneof the most con-
troversial wars of modern
history The war was an act
of dishonesty based on lies
and naked criminality. There
were no weapons of mass
destruction. The invading
countries were dishonest
actors. They claimed towant
to bring democracy to Iraq
but ended up establishing a
kleptocracy.

The return of the con-
troversial war to news head-
lines around the world has

terrain, hilly
terrain, far-flung location,
limited digital connectivity
and infrastructure” are ob-
stacles to holding the CUET.
won't they also become im-
pediments to introduction
and effective implementation

revived memoriesof India's
close brush with disaster. In
the summer of 2003 India
nearly gave «i to US Pres-
sure toenter the Iragi Killing
Zone. Senior ministers and
a number of Indian strategic
commentators kept up a
steady drumbeat calling for
the country to send troops
10 help the Americans. But
Vajpayee kept his cool and
refused to participate in an
unforgivable crime. There
were discussions where
ideas were exchanged. Then
Mr Vajpayee callcd a meet-
ing ofthe NCA and alliance
partners. Vajpayee rcspected
the idea of consensus and
the consensus that emerged
was that India should not
send its troops to Iraq. If
there was any justice in this
world. Bush, Cheney, for-
mer British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, Powell. Rice.
Wolfowitz (and hundreds
of others) would have been
tried and likely convicted of
war crimes.
Yoursetc,,
M. Haquc. Advocate,
Via email

Divergence in
poverty rates

hdttor.

Yesterday while search-
ing for the poverty rate ofthe
difTcrent statesin the country

the reforms work for the
benefit of the majority or
not. They never ask how
the colleges in remote Garo
Hills can take advantage of
MOOC courses; how the
colleges which barely have
four teachers in each subject
can run fifteen courscs; what
benefits the people get outof
the Exit and Hniry options,
and why the students who
have no interest in teach-
ing and research should be
forced to waste time on re-
search. In a simplistic way,
they argue why we cannot
implement the reforms when
the colleges in other parts of
India can implement them.
It does not occur to them
that the educational situation
in Meghalaya is nowhere
comparable to what it is
in states like Delhi? Take,
for example, the number of
teachers in degree colleges.
The leadingcolleges in Delhi
have an average of 10 to 15
teachers in the Political Sci-
ence department. But in Me-
ghalaya, even well-known
colleges like St. Anthony.
Fdmunds. Synod. St. Mary’s
and Don Bosco have an
average of only four to five
tcachers in the department.
The situation in the suburban
colleges isstill worse. There,
the teachers arc engaged to
teach not only degree classes
but also the classes for higher
secondary courscs. In Garo
Hills, wc find it difficult
to find qualified tcachcrs
capable of teaching certain
subjects. What will happen if

online. | camc across the
data on poverty released by
RBI for the year 2022.Thc
data was published in the
Handbook of Statistics on
Indian economy. The data
uii |>u\cily published in tliv
handbook is based on the
calculation according to the
Tendulkar method on mixed
reference period and the
main criterion is consump-
tion expenditure. Megha-
laya's poverty rate based on
the aforementioned method
was 22.67 pcreent and there
were 11 states that fared
worse than Meghalaya.
Last year when N1TI
AAYOG released the multi-
dimensional poverty index,
there was chastisement of
our policy makers since
Meghalaya was at the bot-
tomoftheAll India ranking.
The index is based on 12
indicators of health, educa-
tion and standard of living.
According to this index.
Meghalaya's poverty rate
was 32.67 percent and only
Bihar, Jharkhand, UP and
MP fared much worse than
us. The divergence in pov-
erty rates of different states
based on the two methods
especially when it comes
to Meghalaya is interesting
and thought provoking at the
same time.
Yours ctc..
Gary Marbaniang.
Via email

cart
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we, in the name of the NEP
2020, force them to teach 15
core papers? Can the tcach-
crs do justice to the papers
and do the students benefit
from classes, if the tcachcrs
themselves are incompetent
and overburdened?

Should dicse practical dif-
ficulties make us pessimistic
and forcc usto seek reprieve
in protectionist policies? No,
that is not a solution. Our
students have potentiality
and they can also compete,
provided we create the en-
vironment. The problem
with us is that we put the
cart before the horse; wc
aspire to fly high when the
base itself is not yet stable.
If the policy makers want
to implement educational
reforms in higher education,
they should first start with
the basics. To improve the
quality of higher secondary
cduedliuil. one should wuik
10 bring the MBOSE sylla-
bus on par with the national
standards; familiarize the
students with computers,
aptitude and reasoning tests
right at the school level, and
build necessary educational
infrastructure. Before com-
pelling the UG colleges to
enforce the 2020 curriculum,
the university should ask
the state government and
the collcge managements to
recruit more qualified teach-
ers. Scries of workshops,
consultations and refresher
courscs should precede any
revision or implementation
of the new curriculum.

Educational reforms can-
not be left to the university
and the colleges. The state
has the responsibility toover-
see whether the proposed
reforms arc beneficial. Most
colleges in the state neither
have idea nor resources to
provide vocational courscs.
The stategovernment should
take the lead in coming out
with appropriate courses,
which may be of some help
in securing jobs. It is the
duty of the state to ensure
that the local students who
arc competent and have the
aspiration to study in higher
educational institutions out-
side the northeast don't bc-
comc the victims of greedy
private coaching centres.
There should be subsidized
coaching facilities within
the state for the students to
prepare for such national
level exams. Meeting these
pre-requirements is essential
beforewe talk ofimplement-
ing the NEP 2020. Can wc
expect that the proposed Ed-
ucation Commission that the
state government is planning
1o set up to look into these
essential pre-requirements
required for improving the
quality and reach of higher
education in the state?

Aggressive
stray dogs

Editor.

Ihc numbero fstraydogs
is increasing in IK- west
shillong Constituency. This
causes a lot of problems to
the people passing espe-
cially during the morning
and at night. Many of these
stray dogs are aggressive,
ferociously wild, and sim-
ply uncontrollable in their
behaviourand arc randomly
attacking school children
and people passing by. Time
and again many letters have
been published regarding
this issue but no action is
being taken. The number of
dogs is increasing in num-
bers whereas the concerned
authorities are not paying
attention to this serious mat-
ter. The Shillong Municipal
Board must tackle the situa-
tion at the earliest to prevent
further attacks on the people
residing in these areas.

Yours etc...
R Sarki.
Shillong 2
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Punishment to Rahul Gandhi may have
been disproportionate to his oOtnec

Verbal abuses against
leaders are not uncommon
in democracies
By Santon Banerjee

The punishment meted
outtoCongress leader Rahul
Gandhi by the Surat court in
a 2019 criminal defamation
case filed against him by
a BJP MLA over his "why
all thieves have Modi sur-
name" remarks may have
been considered by many
as dispreportionatc to his
sin of vebally abusing the
prime mnistcr in a public
meeting, ilowcver. few will
disagree that the remarks
were in pxor taste. Notably,
the perfectly

to continue as an MP. This
may look rather unusual, if
not harsh.  In a democracy,
especially during election
campaigns, verbal attacks
on opposition arc common.
Political leaders have al-
ways been less charitable
with words to their nearest
opponents during elections.
The trend prevails across
democracies in the world.
The US, the world's second
largest and most vibrant of
democracies, is also prob-
ably the worst in the use

fits in the provision of the
Represcmation ofthe People
Act under which an MP or
MLA or MLC sentenced to
imprisontknt of two years
or moreshall be disqualified
as a men ber of state legis-
lature or parliament "from
the date of such conviction”
and remain disqualified for
another six years after serv-
ing time.

Ironically, in 2013, Ra-
hul Gandhi wholeheartedly
supported the provision.
Probably, Rahul Gandhi
could never imagine that
he would fall victim to the
Supreme Court's epoch-
making judgement in the
Lily Thomas versus the
Union of Indiacase. Lawyer
Lily Thonas, alongwith ad-
vocate Salya Narain Shukla.
had filed's writ petition in the
apcxcour. in 2005, challeng-
ing a provision of the Rep-
resentation ofthe People Act
which piotccts convicted
law makers against disquali-
fication on the grounds of
pendency of appeal against
their conviction in higher
courts.

only four MPs were
known to have been dis-
qualified earlier under the
Supreme Court provision.
They were: Rasheed Masood
from Rajya Sabha, RID
supremo Lalu Prasad Yadav
from Lok Sabha. Jagdish
Sharma oflD (U) from Lok
Sabhaand. now, Rahul Gan-
dhi of INC from Lok Sabha.
Lalu Prasad Yadav and Jag-
dish Sliarna were convicted
in the massive fodder scam
case. Rasheed Masood, a
nine-time MP, was convictcd
in a corruption scandal for
fraudulently nominating
undeserving candidates to
MBBS seats. Tamil Nadu's
T.M. Selvaganapathy, a Ra-
jya Sabha MP. convictcd
under the provision for his
involvement in a cremation
shed coastruction scam,
resigned before he could be
removed from parliament.
In addition, at least seven
state legislators were booked
under the provision. They
were involved in crimes
such asanattempt to murder,
theft, financial corruption
and holdingdisproportionate
assets to known incomes.
Never before was a Icigisla-
tor convicted for derogatory
public remarks.

While convicting Rahul
Gandhi, the Surat court said:
Although the accused was
warned and advised by the
Supreme Court, there is no
evidence of any change in
his conduct. "The accused
is an MP who addresses the
people in the capacity of
an MP and impacts a large
part of society, therefore the
effect of this crimc is much
more comprehensive in this
case.* Further it said: "Ifthe
accused is given lesser pun-
ishment. itwill senda wrong
message uthc publicand the
purpose ofdefamation (law)
is not fuHilled and slander-
ing will become easy.” The

fitted

of invectives and curses by
one political leader against
another. Almost all of them
getaway with usesofcoarse
or blasphemous words toex-
press their anger and strong
emotions against political
opponents. In fact, the gen-
eral public enjoys such ex-
pressions that seem tobring
their hi-profile leaders close
to their cerebral level. Elec-
tion campaigns often expose
the true individual character
ofa political leader and his
or her party.

In the US. public insults
to opposition leaders and
nasty campaign rhetorics
during presidential elections
have been the order of the
day sincc the 18th Century.
With time, the campaign
rhetorics have become nas-
tier. Alexander Hamilton,
whose image grace's $10-
bill. was callcd “Bastard
Brat of a Scotch Peddler”
by John Adams. The latter
hated Hamilton. Horace
Greeley, who owned The
New York Tribune news-
paper, called Ulysses S.
Grant “A Drunken Trouser
Maker” and “as brainless
as his saddle.” Lewis Cass,
who ran unsuccessfully as
the Democratic candidate
for president in 1848 (he
lost to Zachary Taylor),
did not receive so much
invective as to make him a
particularly notable candi-
date. Cass was described as
“pot-bellied, mutton-headed,
cucumber-soled.” Kenneth
Rayncr callcd President
Franklin Pierce "Pimp of
the White House." In the
UK. Sir Edward Heath was
callcd a pedophile and Ms.
Margaret Thatcher a "milk
snatcher.”

Even in the 21st Century,
Indian society seems to have
generally remained much
sober and orthodox, barring
in a few states like Punjab
and Haryana where the use
of foul words has been part
oflifeand normal expression
raising no complaints from
family members and friends.
The choiccst of abuses arc
freely hurled. The abuses
will detail various parts of
the human anatomy, make
the vilest of accusations
about close relatives and
refer to acts of reproduction
in a rather crude manner.
It is fast becoming an ac-
cepted norm in other pans
of the country due to rapidly
changing social conditions.
The main question remain*
whether such abuse should
be an accepted norm and
whether it can be considered
asa penal oftencc. if it is not
already so.

The Surat court order,
followed by Parliament's
immediate disqualifica-
tion of Rahul Gandhi as its
member, is most unlikely to
impact the Congress lead-
er's political career and his
party's public profile. On
the contrary, the action may
help rejuvenate the party's
public acceptancc across
the country before the next
year's Lok Sabha elections.

the bill in accordance with
the apex court judgement in
July 2013 saying that any
MP or MLA or MLC, who
is convicied of a crimc and
given a minimum of two
years' imprisonment, loses
membership of the House
with imn>:diatecffcct. Rahul
Gandhi was convicted under
Section 500 of the Indian
Penal Court and sentenced
two years injal
Rahul Gandhi is the first

MP to beconvicted under the
provision for verbal abuse
andgivena sentence thatau-
tomatical y disqualifies him

Rahul Gandhi
supported the 2013 Supreme
Court order on the criminal
cases against legislators in
the states and Parliament.
Within days, he callcd a
press meet in Delhi to tear
oft'a copy of the ordinance,
pending before President
Pranab Mukhcrjec after it
was passed by the union
cabinet, seeking lo bring a
bill in Parliament to amend
the law. Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh wasonan
official tour ot the US. then.
He was highly embarrassed.
However. Rahul Gandhi did
not regret. (IPA Service)
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“ Conformity is thejaile r o ffreedom

and the enemy o fgrow th.”

— John F. Kennedy
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Freedom and thejudmary
SET against upheavals elsewhere. India has a ju-
diciary that faces no existential threat. Rather, it

zealously seeks to safeguard its independence from

the executive Judiciary is subservient to the rul-
ers in dictatorships but democracy accords prime
importance to both people's will and power of the

judiciary. Yet, the dividing line between the power

ofthe executive and of theju

iary is often blurred.

Strong rulers have a tendency to bend all arms of the

establishment to theirwill. So with Israel now, where

street protcstsare staged against attempts by Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to introduce judicial

reforms. A bill to accord more authority to the gov-

ernment in appointment ofjudges is expected before

the Knesset soon. Protesters say this would affect

the judiciary's independence. Such arguments are
commonplace, but Netanyahu would not budge as
isevident fion his outright dismissal of the defence

minister who tried to back the protesters.

Note the other extreme in Saudi Arabia. Crown

Prince or chicf executive Mohammed bin Salman
is ina mind to put 10judges on the death row; their
crime being that they seemingly awarded *soft* pun-
ishments to human rights campaigners and women

activists. He is replacing thesejudges with hardlin-

ers who would review several such judgments of
the past and make amends. Anything is possible in
Saudi Arabia. Barbarism is integral to its governance

systems even while it remains the most-dependable
ally of the US in the Middle East. George Bush
junior's pro-democracy initiatives for the region
yielded some results only in Iraq.

Thejudiciary in India is free for most partand this
has been soall along. The system maintains consid-
erable respectability even though in recent years it

has exposed its underbelly and raised several ques-

tions. Absolut; freedom can corrupt any system and
so it goes for thejudiciary too. Checks and balances
area must. Else, the nation would face grim conse-
quences. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, during his

nine years in power avoided rubbing powerful forces

the wrong way though he carries with him an image

ofbeing astrong leader. Judicial reformsare the call-

ing of the times in India too. Old systems rust. What

was set in place seven decades ago should change
with the times and its core should be strengthened
rather than the government allowing a drift. To cite

one instance, thejudiciary is stonewalling the setting

up of a national judicial appointments commission

to oversee selection ofjudges and introduce bright
young minds into the system and also to hold the

judiciary accountable. The government obviously
does not have Ihe courage to stand itsground in such
matters of urgent importance.

_Dog/Cattle
lifter at Umran,
hoi

Editor,

The other day someone
on WluusApp posted a pic-
ture ofa leopard carrying a
village dog it hadjust killed
somewhere in the Umran
Area ofRi Bhoi district. The
exact village whire this hap-
pened was not mentioned;
simply the general area was
described as Umran. Now
this is interesting from many
aspects but the first question
that comes to mind is -where
did this animal appear from.
Most forested areas of Ri
Bhoi. be they private or
community land had sincc
long been stripped clean of
its trees ofany nicntionablc
size. Actually no forest re-
mains except scrub patches
here and there, where the
largest animal tobe found is
thecommon barling deer. So
the only forested area in Ri
Bhoi where big game is still
supposed to exist is in Non-
gkhyllcm Reser.c forest. In
2021 Nongkhyllcm was de-
clared as tl)c Best Protected
area in the NE according to
a management effectiveness
evaluation (MEE) report
of national parks and wild-
life sanctuaries.. The situ-

ation now is unknown but
one hopes it still retains the
above standards.

Based on the above one
can come to the conclusion
that the leopard had probably
strayed from Nongkhyllcm
to Umran for the latter is
not far from the former as
the crow flics and definitely
not far for a large caninc
like a leopard to cover. The
worry is why has the cat left
its natural habitat to start
preying on village mongrels
and perhaps village cattle. A
natural conclusion to come
tois that a leopard's natural
prey such as pig. barking
deer and rabbits have di-
minished or become scarce.
In our case this decrease of
natural prey could be within

The An
quUeS

Last week there was a col-
urmn in this newspapcrasking
whether prayer in public
spaces is anathema. The
author states that there have
been a number of articles
this paper criticizing the
‘Christian MDA 2.0 leaders"
forinviting church leaders to
bless themon the swearingin
ceremony. Since the author
has neither mentioned any
articic nor named any writer
this response too is here sans
names.

Let usaddress thequestion
head on. Prayer in govern-
ment premises and govern-
ment establishments should
be forbidden. An exception
may be made to government
schoolsand other education-
al institutions. Prayers can
be held during the Assembly
but these prayers should be
neutral using only terms
like ‘Creator’. *Almighty*.
Supreme Being’ which arc
generally universally ac-

100

By Albert Thyrniang

all likelihood a ban will be
imposed.

Church leader*were never
shown in bad light. However,
they did lead prayers in the
twin locations. Their pres-
ence is in the public domain.
They might nc* have commit-
ted any crime but impropri-
ety is the question. Pointing
tothe fact is not toxic. Itis in
fact the misuse o freligion for
political purposes which is
currently a vay toxic issue.
In Nagaland, during the oath
taking ceremony ofthe chict
minister, a pastor prayed,
ironically, for secularism
to prevail, in Jesus’ name.
A choir was then sung on
‘Alleluia Christ the king.'
Ihe "Christian’ swearing in
function was in the presence
of the prime minister him-
self. This is tc show that ihe
BJP is not anti~Christian. In
Meghalaya tco instructions

ceptable. Prayers should be
non-c i

tional. This is not to say that
prayers arc bad but they arc
out of place in government
premises. Government es-
tablishments belong to all.
Everyone has a claim over
these institutions. It is best
they remain completely neu-
tral and sccular. Prayers can
be held elsewhere. There is
nodearth ofsuch places. The
Secretariatand the Assembly
are the mother of all other
public institutions. They
are the temples of democ-
racy and secularism. These
are institutions to promote
and defend democracy and
secularism. How can prayers.
Christians or otherwise, be
held in them? Once that is
done democracy and secu-
larism and the Constitution
itself arc desecrated! These
arc democratic institutions
and not churches, temples,
pagodas or mosques. They
arc the property of all the
people of the state and not
of any community. They
certainly do not belong to the
majority religion.

Public spacesalso include
roads, parking facilities, sta-
dia. ctc. Ihcsc placesarcalso
used for public gathering,
demonstration and protests.
Permissions arc granted for
such assemblies. Religious
gatherings are also allowed
in government stadia. Those
who assemble in these places
may well pray. There is no
bar. But | suppose religious
functions are strictly banned

might h: from Delhi
toorganise prayer service to
demonstrate Hat the saffron
party is not against Chris-
tians. This is a trap. This
has given legitimacy to the
Sangh Pariva* to propagate
their Hindutva agenda. This
ideology could be happily
saying. "Wc permitted you
to display your Christianity
in Nagaland and Meghalaya,
don't bother us if we exhibit
ours in the mainland India.”
On March 20, there was

a hard hitting article in a
national weekly entitled.
"Betraying Christ and Con-
stitution.” which attacked
the BIP for hypocritically
attempting to bring in Chris-
tians toits sideand lambasted
Christian leatfcrs, Christians
and politicians for warming
up lo ihc ‘communal party’
while anti=Christian activi-
ties continue unabated. It
is quoted. “Sadly, several
Christian politicians (and
surely some people too)
trapped into playing e
*religion’ carl... Having a
pastor prayan] achoirsinga
Christian song hasonly made
it easier for the BJP lo give
legitimacy for Hindu rituals
at Government functions and
thus toeffectively destroy the
secular fabric ofthe country.
Ofcourse, scvsal Christians,
(who hardly bother aboul
Constitutional propriety and
1ssuch

went to Yalankanni; those
who cheered him did not
care a hoot for the fact that
theCM has literally sold his
state toa fascist regime.”

Prime Minister. Narcndra
Modi might have inaugu-
rated the Kartavya Path with
Hindu bhajan and prayers.
When the new Parliament
building is inaugurated Hin-
du pujaris may well offer
prayers. But it docs not mean
we do the same. Christians,
Muslims, Sikhs. Buddhists,
atheists and the rest should
also be able to firmly tell
ihe Prime Minister that in
a secular country this is not
done. Christian political
leaders in Nagaland and
Meghalaya will no longer
have the credibility to so do.
Church leaders in Megha-
laya and Nagaland will no
longer have the authority.
The Prime Minister isonly a
facc. The mastermind is the
sangh ideology which wants
to establish a majoritarian
nilc in the country. Iliis ma-
joritarianism precisely says
that the majority community
will decide what to do. All
the rest should be subservi-
ent toit. At the national level
the will of this majority will
prevail. Others may even
be considered sccond class
citizens,

Those who rejoice at the
events in Nagaland and Me-
ghalaya will have no more
say bccausc here we also
insist that since Christians
arc the majority others will
have tojust watch what we
do in public institutions. Wc¢
may belong to a region but
wec also have a national role
to play. We cannot say that
since wc can do what we
want in the North East we
should be indifferent to the
national narrative. W cannot
be unconcerned if secularism
is vitiated nationally. We will
nsist only if W don't pos-
sess the majoritarian attitude
in our own settings.

It is astonishing that ex-
amples of politicians in UP
and other Hindu dominated
states going to temples arc
cited. No one has the right
to question them from doing
so. Here in Meghalaya oo
politicianscan go tochurches
as often as they wish. There
i no issue if poli-

he

so-called ‘Christian’ acts
would have on the future of
the country) went ‘ga-ga'

in lister ufflclal

when they Y

residence, the
Assembly, ctc. Then why
the special privilege for the
ministers and MLAS? It is
potently unconstitutional! If
the court is approached, in

Most worrying however
is the daring of this leopard
to enter a village and start
lifting dogs and cattle. Sonic
incident might just happen
where people get involved
or become victims to the
predator. Then we will have
amajor problem inour hands
if the animal turns man eater.
I have seen such things hap-
pening in the hills and terrai
region of Uttrakhand. The
cunning of man caters must
never be underestimatedand
a huge Government effort
is usually called for to rid
the area of such a scourge.
Hopefully our Forest Depart-
ment Ins becom alert to the
problem and that steps arc
being taken toapprehend this
cattle-lifting leopard before

Nor

the rosy reportofthe MEE in
2021 a changc for the worst
might have taken place in
this reserve and protected
area. Laxity might have set
in and poaching might have
taken place on a large scalc.
Nowadays one hears of the
"High Level" in the ille-
gal transport of coal. Some
"High Level" poaching by
high-ranking officials might
also be going on in this par-
ticular reserve. One never
knows and it's something
the Wildlife Division of the
Forest Department ought to
be worried about.

it becomes more
dangerous.
Yours etc..
Toki Blah.
Via email

ImFact of air
P |ution on
life expectancy

Editor.

The time has come when
there must be strict check on
pollution otherwise the fu-
ture generation will blame us
for the complacency towards
pollutionand will not forgive

ofthe ing
ceremony; there was a simi-
lar response when the Chict
Minister of Meghalaya (or-
ganised a prayer service for
his minister and MLAs and)

us as the situation has come
to a stage which is totally
harmful to the health of all
living beings Just compare
the data of states:

Among the states. Delhi
saw the maximum plunge—
10years — inlifespan in the
country. The lowest life span
fall, however, was recorded
in Ladakh, where the life
span was shertencd by four
months. In Haryana the av-
erage life span reduction was
sevenyearsaid five months.
In Punjab, it was five years
and 11 months

The average lifespan of
an Indian has shortened by
four years and 11 months
owing to the air pollution,
reveals the 2023 State of
India’s Environment report.
Inrural areas, people's lives
are on average cut short by
five yeare and two months,
which is nine months more
than the average lifespan lost
by urban Indians.

Air pollution, in fact,
luis shortened the lifespan
of 43.4 per cent of India's
population by fiveyears. The
report was released by the
Centre for Science and Envi-
ronment (CSE)on Thursday
is revealing. The CSE is
a public interest research
and advocacy organisation
that is based in New Delhi.
Eight states and UTs saw the
average lifespan shortened
by five yeare or more while

ticians go to any places of
worship seeking blessings.
No one has ever stated that
they can't do so. Objections
are raised only when they
welcome religious leadersto
the most secular spacesin the
state. Criticism is warranted
only because there are also
non-Christians in ihe state.

nine states saw the average
lifespan shortened by three
to five years, according to
tx:CSE Report Thelifespan
in Haryana is shortened by
7 years and Punjab 6 years
and for that pollution is to
blame. Over and above that
ihe average age of an Indian
had fallen by 5years
Ujwala yojna had proved
very useful in the rural areas
and in the same way that
the Open Defecation Free
(ODF) mission h3dbeen suc-
cessfully implemented. The
main source of pollution is
from petrol driven vehicles
and government isencourag-
ing electrical vehicles and
many incentives had been
declared to encourage the
electric or battery driven
vehicles. Govcrment had
also established many solar
plantslo minimise pollution.
It is to be noted here that
finance minister Nirmala
Sitaraman's latest budget
emphasises on the govern-
ment commitment to move
towards net-zero carbon
emission by 2070
Yours ctc.,
YYash Pal Ralhan.
Via email

Of legislative
language

Editor,
Mcghalya Governor Ph-

z%thema

They may be minorities but
they arc also equal partners
in the state. This is a ques-
tion of respect for all faiths
and not being fastidious (not
fidgety). If we expect others
todefend our rightsas Chris-
tians at the national level wc
have to do the same in our
state. It goes both ways. It is
quiteamusing that ihc author
bats for an "interfaith prayer
session* in parliament sincc
MPs arc of different faiths
while he sees nothing wrong
with the Christian prayer in
the Secretariat and CM’s
residence as if all the MLAs
and more importantlyall vot-
ersarc Christ's followers.

Yes Hindu fundamental-
ists destroy churchcs and
mosques. Christian religious
services were disrupted.
These are certainly against
theenshrined sccular values.
That is exactly the reason
why we ghould eea ihc bla-
tant hypocrisy ofthe BJP. In
Nagaland where the Chris-
tian population is around
90% the BIP happily legiti-
mised beef eating whereas
“in most parts of India they
and their ilk lynch and kill
minorities even if the latter
just happen to ferry a cow
inavehicle’. In Meghalaya,
where beef consumption is
common, the BIP president
also declared that he too eats
beef. Ihe BJP evenused ‘Al-
leluia’ and ‘Praise the Lord”
songs in their campaigns in
Nagaland. Instead of detect-
ing this double standard
wc arc partnering with the
national party.

Today in ihc North East-
em States the BJP is calling
the shots. It is also setting
the political agenda even
in Meghalaya where ii has
only two legislators. One of
the reasons is becausc politi-
cians, including Christians,
arc corrupt and hence ‘the
BJP can exploit that to their
advantage'. The church too
should speak out against
corruption. Now that prayers
are publicly showeredon inc
government, the church has
to be silent on corruption. It
was a pre-planned arrange-
ment to shut the mouth of
theChurch amidst corruption
charges, the flourishing of
the *high level tribe’ and the
illegalities.

Secularism may be a for-
eign concept. Democracy is
foreign. Christianity too is
foreign. But these have bc-
comc pan and parcel of our
lives. They are here to stay.
Itis repeated that Secularism
iis not anti-religion. It favours
no panicular religion. The
prime minister, chicf min-
isters and religious leaders
have the responsibility to
preserve this tenet of de-
mocracy.

agu Chauhan presented his
address in the State Vidhan
Sabha not in English bul
in Hindi. Now this address
is critically under scrutiny
not due to its contents but
the language in which it
was delivered although this
address was also circulated
in the English language. It
is a long held tradition of
State Vidhan Sabhas that no
legislator speaks in Khasi or
Garo language. The majority
ofMcghalayans speak these
two languages. | think ifany
legislator speaks in Hindi or
English in ihc Vidhan Sabha
there should be arrange-
ments within the premises
for its translation in Khasi
and Garo languages. It isalso
surprising that no one speaks
in the Slate Assembly in the
local languages of the State.
A public debate by the stake-
holder* will be more fruitful
as for as the language issue
is concemed.
Yours etc..
Dr Kuldip Cliand Agnihotri
Himachal Pradesh
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Bob’s Banter

The 2024,
Hundred Metre
Dash..!

By Robert

It's always a good feel-
ing when a talk goes well,
and | felt iny talk had gone
quite wcl. The audience
loved my jokes and even
the man | thought was snor-
ing when . spoke, was just
breathing hard, at least that’s
what | wes told later by his
sister. "He's asthmatic, so
he breathe*, hard like!" she
had said, and that made me
feel easier because having
someone fall asleep when
you give a speech can be
caught on camera and then
them newspaper report-
ers. ihe most unkindcst of
writers sometimes, will just
capture that shot and tell the
world I'm boring, which 1
vehemenlly protest and say.
“m

"You reno( boring!" said
the man at my elbow.

“Hey! You heard my
thoughts?' | asked embar-
rassed.

“No, you said them
loud!" said the man. “In
fact you were very good! So
I have a question for you. if
it's okay?"

“Sure,"| said, grateful to
him for having put my fore-
bodings torcst. "Shoot!"

"What do you think of
Rahul being arrested?" he
asked, innocent like.

| was startled. | quickly
left the man and his question
andwalked to the end ofthe
hall thenloakedout. | looked
to the rigl*. then looked to
ihc left, thentobe very sure,
looked up into the sky too.
“What arc you searching
for?" asked the man. atrifle
impatiently.

“For awinged horse!"
1 said.

“Winged horse!" he guf-
fawed. " Ard may | know ihc
name of the winged horse
you search for?"

“Pegasus!" | said slow-

- .

“Ah!" said the man re-
alization suddenly dawning
on his facc. "You seared to
make a statement bccausc
ihc winged horse is listen-
ingin?"

"Maybe, maybe not!" |
said carefiily.

"No. the only Pegasus’
we have over here, are the
Pcg-asscs, or the asses peo-
ple make ofthemselves after
apegor two!"

We both laughed together
at his weak pun. as a bon-
homie and trust established
itselftwixtus. He proceeded
toask me thequestion again,
and this time | sat him down,
and looked squarely into his
facc. and Ihought to leave
aside my joking spirit and
my search for the Grecian
horse, which Israel had qui-
etly borrowed and talk only
about the matter at hand
which was. | gently asked
him to say again, the third
time, "What do you think
aboul Rahul's arrest?”

| nodded to myself, and
realized 1'd given the topic
sonic thought and decided
to take it head on, "I think
democracy is a competitive
race!" | said, and | saw that
ihc man scented interested
and was not going to snore
like the asthmatic listener I'd
had cariicr.so wamiing up to
ihe subject | continued. "To
Keep the rtce or democracy
afloat the competition has to
be fair!"

The mijin nodded and
looked interested, and actu-
ally looked at me with new-
found curiosity, "You re-
member Ili; movie Ben-Hur
and ihc spectacular chariot
racc between the hero and
his wicked competitor.”

"Yes!!" smiled my new
friend. ;an still feel the
tension, asihc chariots raced
each otherin thearena!"

"What did Ben-Hur's
competitor do? Instead of
trying to prove he was a bet-
ter horseman, a better racer
than Ben-Hur, he started
breaking tie wheels of Ben-
llur's chariot, even whip-
ping Ben-llur, to make him

Clemems

injured, so lie would be
unable to ride, and using
other destructive ways tosee
Ben-Hur would lose."

"It wasn't a fair race,"
said the man now leaning
forward.

| nodded and continued,
"Wc in India as lovers of
cricket, are furious about
ball tampering and even
sledging. ‘Unfair!” we shout,
becauscanything that stands
in the way ofa faircompcti-
tion is injustice!”

“In tlic same way for ihc
greater good of democracy
our elections need to be a
competitive racc. where the
best man wins fairly," said
my new friend, and | was
very happy, that he was
getting my trend of thought
so easily.

"Now imagine."| said, "a
competition, where at thebe-
ginning ofa 100 metre dash,
there's only one runner with
no competition. "Where arc
the others?" we. the specta-
tors. ask pu/jded.

“Someofthemgot thrown
out!" said my listener warm-
ing up to my storytelling.

“Some, threatened by
government officials!” |
whispered.

“Others arc too scared
that the same will be done to
them!" said the man.

“Finally," I said, "wc
have a racc with just one
man running! Can it be
callcd a race? Just imagine
the North Koreans with only
one man. their leader in the
race having the audacity to
call themselves the 'Demo-
cratic People's Republic of
Korea'!"

"That’sso funny! Whoa!”
laughed my listener, “and
disgracefull”

"It’s like a huge crowd
of spectators rushing to a
racing track and cheering as
a lone man hobbles down
a 100 metre track to breast
the tape.”

"What a racc!" we tell
ourselvesas we congratulate
the lone participant on his
spectacular win.

And Kim Jong-un Ihc
lone runner, beams and
tells the world, his world,
his poor, poverty stricken,
whipped into silence world
how he beat the competition.
Oh yes, he did. not during
the racc but before in pris-
ons. torture chambers and
with firing squads.”

“And then fools them
even more by telling his
subjects their country is a
democracy!" cxclaimed the
man listening to me shaking
his head as he understood.

“We cry foul at "fixed
matches’ but remain silentas
thegreatest racc ina country
tumns into a no-competition
final!"

“Arc we being fooled?"
asked the man. anger show-
ing on his facc. "Arc we
the people of India being
fooled? Arc all ihc com-
petitors for our democratic
clcctions being knocked out
one by one. even before the
election race begins?"

I hushed him to silcnce
and was it our collective
imaginations that we both
heard the flapping of wings
of a flying horse. "Hey," |
said forcing a grin, "Wc'rc
talking about the ‘Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of
Korea, right?"

“Of course!" said the
person who had asked me
the question. "It's safe totalk
about Korea here in India,
bu

‘No buts!" | said, as we
smiled sadly and watched Pe-
gasus fly away then walked
outside the hall to watch
preparations being made
for ihc 2024 Hundred Metre
Dash, with only one partici-
pant qualified to run..!

The Author conducts an
Online Writers Course. For
more details contact him
an WhatsApp 9892572883,
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Meghalaya Budget: Whither priorities
THE Meghalaya Budget presented rccently saw
Education at No 8 in the priority list and Environ-
ment at No 12the last in the list. This is indicative of
the mind of the Government. It’s a populist budget
where Agriculture has been given priority with the
run of the mill cliches such as increase in acreage
for organic fanning etc., which ultimately never hap-
pens. The Chief Minister’s statements began with
a laudatoiy note on how government expenditure
more than doubled from Rs. 9,528 crore during
2017-18 toRs. 20,729 crore in 2022-23. According
to the Chief Minister, enhanced expenditure equals
improved governance and implementation capabil-
ity. This should be stated by an independent agency
and not by the Government.

The second point made is that the cumulative
funding from externally aided projects increased
from Rs. 2,303 crorc toover Rs. 10,600 crore from
2018 t02023. Meghalaya, we are told, is implement-
ing several projects in collaboration with agencies
like the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank,
the Japan International Cooperation Agency, the
New Development Bank and the International Fund
forAgriculture Development. | lerc too the Govern-
ment lauded tsclf and says that it is affirmation
towards its commitment and execution capabilities
from global institutions. TheCM smugly announces
that 90% of loans are repaid by the central Govern-
ment which means the State can keep borrowing
without any demonstrable projects on the ground.

The Chicf Minister then pointed to programs
like MGNREGS. PMGSY and Jal Jeevan Mission
which he says arc being implemented at an accel-
erated rate and have brought remarkable changes
in the rural areas. The fact of the matter is that
even in urban conglomerates people have to buy
water and the quality ofwater supplied is question-

able.

There arc claims much like Prime Minister

Modi's although on a much lower scale to make
Meghalaya a 10 billion-dollar economy. This will
be achieved tirough government expenditure and
private investments by prioritizing trade, tourism,
high-value agriculture and building a knowledge
economy. There arc claims about striving to double
farmers’ income for the approximately 6 lakh rural
households by focusing on horticulture, livestock,

fisheries, and sericulture.

In Agriculture and Horticulture there is mention
of pineapples and oranges and their increased pro-
duction. But with inadequate processing facilities,
pineapples with a short shelf life arc becoming a
burden for fanners. Straw berries which were intro-
duced by sone progressive officials arc today not
getting attention today and there is silence around
this fruit although it fctches a dceent income for
fanners. Much is being tminpeted about the FOCUS
scheme which intends to collcctivise farmers and
build farmers’cooperatives. In fact, considering that
much money was spent on FO CU S especially before
the elections it is now time to assess the success or
failure of the Scheme. The other cliche in the Budget
is about connecting every household with uninter-
rupted electricity and functional tap waterand every
village with motorable roads and internet connectiv-
ity. This is in the realm of aspirations. The budget
statement ends with the words, “This is a people’s
government, and we will govern based on the values
of collaboration, care and commitment. | dedicate
this budget to the people, and | would like to term
this budget the ‘People’s Budget.” The question is
whether people were even consulted while prepar-
ing the budgcl and if their priorities were taken into
consideration. Undoubtedly this is an aspirational
budget. It will take the people of Meghalaya and the
Opposition Parties to work together to ensure that
there is minimum leakage o f public revenue.

Seﬁaration of
Church and
State

Fditor,

Yesterday's piece by Al-
bert Thymiang titled "The
Anathema Question” (ST
March 29. 2023) is perhaps
one of the most important
articles to have appeared
in the local press in recent
years. With great insights,
the writer has sk IIfully anal-
ysed the dangers of mixing
politics with religion. From
the time o fPartition, religion
has been a flashpoint for
violence, mayhem and mass
murder in our country, but
we have not yet learned lo

belter.

As Thymianiji has pointed
out there is nothing to cel-
ebrate or be reassured about,
when politicians arrange for
prayers or gospel singing at
political events. The church
and its pastors, by acquiesc-
ingin such arrangements are
not only negleciful about
propriety and secularism, but

arcalso na
manipulation.

Thai ihesc displays of
Christian rituals arc con-
ducted in the presence o fBJP
bigwigs, clearly indicates a
political stage management
that we are innocent to. It
suits our local leaders in
Meghalaya and Nagaland
becausc they are catering to
their vote bank, but it also
plays into the hands of the
national majoritarian party
who will increase their influ-
ence in the Northeast Chris-
tian communities merely by
simple ploys like tuming a
blind eye to beef eating or
Bible readings.

The separation of church
and state in the US Constitu-
tion is based on the history of
early settlers who fled from
religious persecution in their
home countries in Huropc.
This Constitutional provision
is based on the rights and
respect fix'all faiths and toall
citizens o fwhichever persua-
sion. Secularism should nol
be equated with anti-religion,
butitis respect for all citizens

about political

It’s Conrad Sangma’s moment
to redeem promises

By Manas Chaudhttri

It is merely twenty one
days sincc Conrad Sangma
began his second tryst with
Meghalaya as its chicf min-
ister. Already there is one
unmistakable portent that
should distinguish him from
his first essay—he appears
to be more confident and is
firmly in the driver’s scat
navigating the course of
MDA 20. After an unprec-
edented feisty election that
raised loads of dust and
fury, Sangma has not made
a single false move. Not so
far. Forging alliance with BJP
quite against the run of play,
he was quick off the block
for ministry fonnation. Thai
he could rope in HSPDP and
the two Independent MLAs
promptly as the results were
being declared, bears the
hallmark of his astuteness.
By these timely strokes he
took the wind out the rivals®
sails. Surely, after blowing
hot and rnIH 1l)I> had no
choice but to follow suit in
tamelyjoining the coalition.

Few can miss the other
differences this lime. The
NPP has claimed a larger
share of ministerial berths
unlike last lime when Conrad
and his elder sibling James
sangma were the only two
Garo ministers. He let the
coalition partners have their
slice of the cake maybe to
ensure stability. This time
round, eight NPP ministers
in a cabinet of 12 are call-
ing the shots. The lone BJP
minister and two from UDP
and solitary one from HSPDP
will hardly be able to take
on the NPP in the cabinet.
They will have to be content
playing second fiddle. More-
over. Conrad made sure ihat
the weighty portfolios arc
retained by NPP. Key port-
folios like Home, Finance.
PWD. PHE. Urban. Power.
Health. Mining & Geology.
Law, Supply etc., arc with
the NPP. And there lies an
obvious message: NPP will
not loosen itsgripover MDA
2.0. For, itis a case of ‘the
winner takes it all!" To be
candid, he has ticked in all
the right boxes so far.

While it is too early in
the day, the chief minister's
real challenge will be how he
lifts himself from a forget-
table first term, dogged as it
was by serious allegations
of corruption and marred by
devastating Covid pandemic.
While he was seen as rather
tentative and happy to pla-
cate one and all. so much so
that the critics harboured the
impression that lie was soft
on the law and order front
bears repetition. The first
five years of Conrad were
turbulent, if also unconvinc-
ing in some ways. Many of
the promised schemes camc
unstuck, even as unseemly
allegations of corruption
kept tumbling out. Yet. he
managed to defy a huge
burden of anti-incumbcncy
and returned to power with
added strength under his el-
bow. Now, it is time for him
to raise the bar for himself
and galvanise his cabinet
and bureaucrats lo deliver.

of all religions, on an equal
footing. India is a secular
country, but our Constitution
has adequate protections for
individual human rights, and
religious minorities.

Some politicians gain ad-
vantage by public prayers, it
seems togive thema garment
of righteousness, less likely
tobe regardedascomtpt. Ihc
church should nol be party to
such mutual back-scratching.

Ihc political, preferential and
public display of Christian
ritual undermines secularism,
human rights and equality. ft
isa religious jingoism that is
neither Biblical or Christian,
and marginalizes the non-
Christian citizens and voters
in our community, tribal and
non-tribal. In these moments
of Christian cxecplionalism,
we forget the verses in Gala-
tians and Colossians which
state that in Christ there is
no Jew or Gentile. Can the
church rise lo this injunction
from St Paul?
Yours ctc.,
Glenn C. Kharkonjjor.
ia email

As a proactive leader of the
pack. Conrac will have to
give abigihnist toacecicrate
infrastructure development
and help remove the haunt-
ing feeling of despondency
among common citizens that
Meghalaya has not beenable
lo ensure ease of living. His
firstbudget thi*year bears ihc
stamp of his rcw found zest
for making a difference.
Promises unredeemed
Any which way we look
today, the lofty promise of
the architects of ihc state
of making Meghalaya "A

patch of bcauy and a shin-
ingoutpost ofIndia” remains
unredeemed. Former chief
minister B.B Lyngdoh had
envisioned to make Megha-
laya. a"mini Japan”based on
apolicy oflahsczfairs. | hat
was utopianard far distanced
from reality. In the perspec-
tive of a mar in the street,
during the pas fiftyyears life
has never ceased to be diffi-
cult. Take forinstance, water,
power, hcaltii care facili-
ties, quality education, good
road conditions, dependable
transport system, not lo for-
get good governance and
stimulating money supply in
the market, the state always
had a yawning gap between
demand and supply. The fact
that in the capital town itself
the water supply system has
left much to be desired is a
case in point, in spite o hav-
inga huge cdiicc called PHE
department, complemented
by the Shillong Municipal
Board, availability of wa-
ter on a regular basis still
remains a soic point for a
large segmert of citizens

The white elephant callcd
Greater Shillong Water Sup-
ply Scheme, has guzzled
up hundreds of crorcs of
rupees but fwciioncd only
in fits and starts ending up
under-delivering. The rich
and the powerful have cither
managed water connections
or arc pumping water from
underground. It is the less
fortunate who tend lo be
missing out on potable water
conncetion. Even thelIM has

Absurd driving
behaviour

Editor

While the practice of us-
ing indicator signals as a pass
signal in Meghalaya may
seem like a perfectly logical
and efficient way to commu-
nicate’ with fdlow drivers, |
cannot help bt marvel at its
sheer absurdity. Afterall. why
bother with the hassle o f indi-
catingwhichd rcctionyou are
turning, when you can simply
flick on your indicator signal
and expect everyone else on
the road lojust magically un-
derstand that you arc giving
them permission to pass? It's
a brilliant, if not completely
baffling, strategy.

Of course, as someone
with 22 years of driving
expericnce and having lived
away from Meghalaya for
10 years, | must admit that |
was a bit taken aback when |
first witnessedthis unconven-
tional driving behaviour. But
whoam | togicstion the local
wisdom? Perhaps they know
something about driving ihat

abysmally failed lo remedy it.
The sight o fwomen carrying
a headload of water from
streams down the gorge in
the village Myllicm, located
only 13 kms from Shillong,
iis too stark to miss.

Tik fact tliat power outage
has bccome an inescapable
reality is a pointer lo the
fact that neither our plan-
ning for augmenting power
generation nor the equipment
procured measure up to the
requirement of building upa
robust power supply system.
In the health sector, the state

is fortunate that there are pri-
vate hospitals that arc doing
the government's job. The
inadequacy of the string of
CHCs and PHCs built over
the decades is palpable. Ihc
civil hospitals in Shillong,
Tura, Jowai ctc., are able to
provide service only up lo a
point. These health centrcs
have been perennially suf-
fering from lack of equip-
ment or manpower or both.
The gap is simply huge. It
should not plca.sc anybody
to note that Meghalaya is
perhaps the only state in the
country without a medical
college. Even the sophisti-
cated infrastructure created
during Covid times issimply
non-functional and perhaps
awaste. And what about our
poor road conditions? The
PWD seems to defy all pub-
lic outcry for better roads. If
roadsarc meant lo be the best
advertisement about tix*slate
of the state, Meghalaya’s
image is taking a beating big
time. The litany of public
woes is certainly nol exhaus-
tive. Why after fifty yearsarc
we unable to deliver on each
of these fronts is a critical
question that few have cared
to raise.

No political instability

For now. Conrad Sangma
is running a stable govern-
ment. There is no perceived
threat to his government,
even though last weeka UDP
stalwart was reported to have
said that post-Sohiong bye
election, the political equa-
tion could change. Assuming

ihc rest of us mere mortals
can only dream of.

In all seriousness though,
while ihc practice ofusing in-
dicator signals as a pass sig-
nal in Meghalaya may seem
quirky and harmless, it can
actually be quite dangerous
and confusing for other driv-
ers on the road. So let'sall do
our part to communicate our
intentions clearly and follow
the mles of the road, in order
to keep ourselves and others
safe while driving.

Yours ctc.,
Jonathan W. langrai
Via email

A for apple:
hedging the
answers

I-ditor

When a icacher asks a
student. "Give me one word
beginning with 1, K. J. G. In-
telligent kids would answer.
| for India, K for Khasi, ) for
Jaintia, and G for Garo. An-
swers can be «iven in 5 - 10
seconds. A teacher will give

that the scat is won by Late
IIDR Lyngdoh’s son riding
on the wave of sympathy,
UDP’s strength will crawl
up to 12. That is too little to
bring about a tectonic changc
in power sharing. Besides,
the opposition is in complete
disarray. Newbie VPP has
already made it clear that it
was not interested in joining
any coalition. It has other
pressing priorities, one of
them being to upstage all
rivals and storm into power
in thedistrict councils. Mean-
while. Congressand TMC are
behav ing like an estranged
couplecaught seating uncom-
fortably next to one another!
There is no visible move for
a rapprochcment; so much so
that they could not come toan
understanding over choosing
a Leader of the Opposition.
So much for opposition unity.
Therefore, thedecksare clear
for the chicfminister to seize
the opportunity with both
hands and push for taking the
people to the promised land.

Thc fact that Conrad Sang-
ma has the cars of Delhi is a
good augury. Despite making
some strident assault on the
M DA government during the
electioneering, the assurance
of hand holding from ihc
Prime Minister himself is re-
assuring. Conrad's excellent
rapport with union ministers
is an added plus. Flagship
schemes and flow of resourc-
es from the centre should not
be an issue. During the next
five years, will it be too much
10 cxpect establishment of
rail-link and introduction of
commercial flights making it
easier for the people totravel
from ihc comfort o fihcirown
state? Similarly, emphasis
on creation of human capital
and availability ofjobs in the
private sector will have to be
topon the priority list. Come
to think of it. availability of
resources has never been the
real hindrance. li is the lack
ofjudicious utilization of the
opportunity is what has let
the stale down, llic challenge
before the new government is
therefore htimongous. By no
means can this be one man's
job. It has lo be team work
from top tobottom. Ministers,
bureaucrats, technocrats and
the huge army of field staff
all must rise to the task. It is
entirely up toConrad Sangma
to lead from the front. The
hard task is lo pick the right
person for the rightjob rather
than go by the beaten track.
If MDA 2.0 has to make
the difference, launching of
time-bound programmes,
followed by periodic review,
monitoring, accountability is
the sinc-qua-non. Hie ball is
squarely in Conrad Sangma’s
court. Only a result driven
performance during the next
five years could be the har-
binger of a new Meghalaya.
1is now Conrad Sangma's
moment. He will have to take
a call whether he wants to be
another run of Ihc mill chicf
minister or a pragmatic, go-
getting achiever who will be
remembered by history as a
trend-stter.

Writer can be reached at:
manas 9chaudhuriiagmait.

100% tothe correct answers.
During ihc budget session
2023. a specific question was
asked and the Home Depart-
ment, beat around the bush,
nervously starting to answer
those questions beginning
from. A for Apple. B for Ball,
C forcattle (why cattle. C for
cat) Nobody smugglescats to
Bangladesh, and by the time
it reaches the 11th alphabet
K" the House is adjourned”
concluded. Peopleofihcstate
are being lectured regarding
the formations and duties of
the Police Departmentjust to
kill time and ignore sensitive
questions. To debate Article
371 in the next Assembly Ses-
sion in Meghalaya, it would
be impossible for a minister
to read the whole Constitu-
tion. From (A for apple to Z
for Zigzag)
Yours etc.,
D Pakyntcin,
Via email.

Articles and tellers ap-
pearing on this page are
ihc views of ihe writers/
authors and not that of
The ShittonK Times
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Passing of 2023-24 Budget in Lok
Sabha without debate, a subversion

For 1st time since
independence, ruling

party bypassed all norms
ByAnjan Roy

Overshadowed by ihe
news of Rahul Gandhi's
disqualification from parlia-
ment, Match 24 witnessed
another unique parliamentary1
episode.

For ihc first time in 75
years history of independent
India, the general budget was
passed wiihout a debate on
the provisions of the budgcl.
It has bypassed all estab-
lished customs and prec-
edents associated with the
passage ofthc union budget.
Amidst ihe din and confu-
sions of the last few days,
with both treasury bench
members aid the opposition
members raising their respec-
tive demands forapology and
joint parliamentary probe, the
budget provisions were never
discussed by the members
Ihe parliancnl discusses and
examines various proposals
made in the budget and only
then it goes for passage.

In the roisc of the shrill
cries from both sides, all that
happened was the budget was
passed by a voice vole by
the trcasu*y benches. This
is unprecedented. Ihe union
budget, comprising govern-
ment expenditure running
into Rs45 akh crorc for the
forthcoming fiscal year was
cleared wiihout any exami-
nation.

And yet. over the lasi sev-
enty five years, very specific
procedures and conventions

had emerged for passage
of the unon budget over
the entire budget session.
The whole budget session
used to be in two parts: one
starting inmcdiatcly after
presentation of the budget
by the finance minister; the
sccond part of the budget
session would start after a
brief recess for parliament
when other practices used
to be followed away from
the floor.

Following the presenta-
tion of the budget and a
preliminary discussionofthe
budgcl. parliament would got
onarci’eM During lhrivrve
periodthejsint parliamentary
committees attached to each
ministry would go through
the proposals for expenditure
ofall major ministries.

Thereafter, the budget
provisions and proposals
used to be discussed thread-
bare by thesitting parliament
and in course of the debate
budgets for individual min-
istries would be clcarcd by
parliament In course of the
discussion of tix; budget, the
finance minister and other
ministers would often clarify
their views and proposals.

Following the intermedi-
ate procedures, the members
of both treasury bench and
oppositionwould make their
observations on the budget.
Often, very radical changes
tothe proposed budget would
be suggested in the light of
expericnee.

For cxanplc. in one bud-
get presented by Yashwant
Sinha. all major proposals re-
garding taxation and several
other measures were rolled
back in the facc of criticisms
from relevant sectors. De-
tailed analysis of the provi-
sions in tfc budget speech

had revealed the detrimental
cffcct of these proposals.

Another occasion, PChi-
dambaram. had changed
many ofhis proposals under
severe criticism from many
quarters. Chidambaram was
one of the most aggressive
finance minister to defend
his budget proposals.

The discussions and
proceedings would kind of
confer an ownership of the
budget by the finance min-
sterand also it used to carry
an imprint o fthe proposerof
thebudget -that is, finance
minister.

Manmohan Singh's
first budgel in 181 would
for ever remain etched in
county’s memory for the
wide-ranging reforms he
had introduced. Dr Singh
had ended his budget saying
he was freeing the “animal
spirit” of Indian entrepre-
neurs.

Hut the crowning glory
for his budget presentation
was the wrap line he read
out. Quoting French author
Victor Hugo. Dr Singh had
stated: “No power in the
world could stop an idea
whose time has come.” And
then he asserted that now
time has come for India.

In fact, following 1991
reforms. India had struck out
on a new path to develop-
ment. It was so strident that
before the end of the year,

Indiahadvirtually overcome
the basic issue it was started
with —shortage of foreign
exchange reserves which
had threatened external de-
fault by India.

Today. India's treasure
trove is over half a billion
dollars and provides ad-
equate cushion for thecoun-
tryeven in the facc of global
financial turmoil.

In every case of presen-
tation of union budget, in
course of discussions of the
provisions and the propos-
als. the finance minister
would take ownershipofthe
budget. Every budget was
that of the finance minster
who presented it.

In the last few years, but
mostly acutely in the cur-
rent one passed on Friday,
there is no ownership of
the budget. Under the over-
whelming shadow of ihe
prime minister, the finance
minister was rather demure
to claim it was her budget
and asked members to en-
sure its smooth passage. The
budget was today passed by
sheer main force by the
shouting brigades ongoing
all parliamentary conven-
tions and procedures.

Vesting the authority of
clearing the purseofthegov-
emment witii the Lok Sabha
—andnot the upper house the
Rajya Sabha— was i
symbol of the expression of
popular will.

Subjugatingtint will ofthe
peopk*in thedin ofIhc House
wasabandoning ihc voice of
the people in deterring how
ihe consolidated fund of In-
diawas tobedrawn and used
for a whole year. It is sad
diminution o fthedemocratic
rights o fthe people of Indiia.
(1PA Service)
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Battleground Karnataka

THE assembly elections in Karnataka will be

a hotly contesled one with both the ruling BIP
and the Congress party running somewhat neck
and neck - and the results will have major
implications fsr national politics. With the EC

announcing the poll schedule this week, the May

10 elections are more important for the BJP be-

cause this is the only state in the south where the

party has enjoyed power. A loss this time would

mean a total washout for it in an entire region

consisting of live states and a Union Territory.

For the Congress. Karnataka offers high hopes

for the party :o revive its lost fortunes at the

national level and gain a much-needed moral
strength for the 2024 LS polls.

Curiously, the opinion polls released shortly
after the poll schedule declaration gave a 57
percent popular support for the Congress party,
signifying a strong anti-incumbency mood. The
BJP had not got a majority in the last assembly

polls too. It manipulated the assembly strength
later and grabbed power from the Congress-
JD-S alliance led by HD Kumaraswamy. This

time, available indications are that the Congress

and the JD-S have the capacity to upset the
BJP applecart in decisive ways. In fact, many

things went wrong for the BJP during its pres-

ent tenure in Karnataka. BS Yeddiyurappa was

removed front the chief minister's post after

massive allegations about his “corrupt” ways

and a penchant to keep his two sons on both his
sides to broker deals. This was more than what
the BJP could chew even as Yeddiyurappa was

the poster boy for the powerful Lingayat com-

munity in state politics. Basavraj Bommai. who

was the replacement for the C M ’s post, still has
lesser clout than Yeddiyurappa.

The going for the Congress, if it wins the
elections, will not be easy either. Siddaramaiah
seeks to get back to the CM ’s post on the proven

strength o fthe SC votes

forming around 35 per

cent - which is formidable. Another contender,

DK Shivkumar, from the forward Vokkaliga

community is equally powerful though he car-

ries a tag of corruption. The Congress got a

good response to Rahul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo

Yatra and the anti-incumbency factor is sure to
add to its vote-fetching capacity this time. The
JD-S with substantial support in certain sectors

like Old Mysuru too could be depended on for

a good anti-BJPpush. Certain last-minute deci-

sions to woo the SCs and BCs in the state by

the Bommai government as also the "double-

engine" development promise by the party and

Prime Minister Narcndra Modi might give some

advantage to the BJP at the hustings.

Kudos Bah
Ardent!

Editor.

On March 20 last, the
Voice ofPeople Party (VPP)
staged a walk ou. from the
Assembly hall protesting
against the State Gover-
nor for giving his inaugural
speech in Hindi. Chief Min-
ister Conrad Sangma at-
tempted todefend iheGover-
nor'saction but theV PP were
adamant in their unwavering
stance by assert ng, thus,
"Hindi speaking Governor
has been sent to the state ,
we do not underhand what
they arc talking, so wc will
stage a walk out.” Ardent
told the august House. It’s
perhaps an uncquvocal and
disingenuous experiment
to willy-nilly foist a one
language, one nation policy
ofthe saffron governmentof
Modi in Meghalaya!

The reaction of VPP has
evidently becomea toast of
sorts amongst the signifi-
cant indigenous populace,
and no wonder the same
has reportedly unleashed
nation-wide attention and
compliments are pouring
in. Hitherto, none of our
legislator has demonstrated
such an uncompromising
backbone. Incidcitally, the

President. Khasi Authors’
Society DRL Nonglait has
heaped adulation on Ardent
in glowing terms. And no-
tably it goes without saying
that there are some members
in the Legislative Assembly
who are ardent votaries of
Khasi literature who ought
tohavejoined forceswith the
VPP but being fortuitously
placed on the treasury wing
they have had to keep dumb
silence. Some have arguably
defended the latter as it's par
for the course for prominent
members of the treasury to
refrain from such an cxcr-
cisc else it could have been
termed as mavericks. Just
like our ruling party inside
the hallowed house of Par-
liament who arc disrupting
important proceedings here,
baying for blood of Rahul
Gandhi for hiscommentson
the functioning of the spirit
of Democracy in India! This
is perhaps in no uncertain
terms the first such unprec-
edented instance in indepen-
dent India fora ruling party
tostoop to such vile tactics
in order to divert public
attentions elsewhere from
inexorable hard realities.
Markedly. MP IX*rek O
‘Bricn couldn't have been
more right when he fittingly
remarked. "It had never
happened in the past when
the ruling party MPs were

Com
Good

It's good to see an ad-
versarial and rambunctious
Opposition in the Assembly
today as they belong to three
disparate parties ~the VPP,
Congress and TMC. During
the elections these parties
were at each other’s throats.
When Rahul Gandhi camc to
shillong he directed his ire at
the TMC. temporarily setting
aside the fact that his biggest
foe nationally is the BJP.
Rahul and his aide. Jairam
Ramesh called Mukul Sang-
ma a Judas merely because
he left the all but asphyxi-
ated Congress Party tojoin
the TMC. Using terms like
ludas to define an old party
colleague, recks of political
conceit, especially when the
Congress knows it has very
slim chances of ever getting
back to power in Meghalaya

0

petitive

r bad for

Oppos

¢

By Patricia Mttkhim

Assemblyas ifthey arcready
todo battle. D-Lyngdoh and
his other coll;aguc Ronnie
Lyngdoh didi’t lose their
cool. They don’t have to.
Opposition MLAs can get
their views a:ross without
the tough postjring. muscle-
flexing and finger pointing
inside the House.

One other issue that the
Opposition in Meghalaya
seems to miss out on is that
itis incumbcn: upon them to
critically analyse the current
budget and if accessary find
the funds to getexperts todo
it for them so that they know
cxactly where the revenue
is leaking. The Chief Min-
ister speaks o' thousands of
crores allocated for dift'crent

inthe pr ces.
| doubt that Jairam Ramcsh
would haw the audacity to
tar with the same brush, a
former Congress colleague

Himanta Biswa Sarma
because he would haw got
an equal measure of tongue
lashing from the latter. Mu-
kul Sangma happens to be a
soft target. It's not without
reason that people say, “in
politics there are no per-
manent friends or enemies

only permanent interests."
shrewd politicians don’t
burn all their bridges; they
never know when they would
have to cross the bridge to
build coalitions. In any case
in politics, political rivals
are not enemies. It’s only in
present day politics that the
BlPconsidcrsall its political
rivals as bitter foes and. in
some caseseven labels them
anti-nationals. That word is
now a part ofthe current po-
litical discourse. Hence the
bitterness and acrimony.

In Meghalaya it appears
that the present legislature
will not have a LeaderofOp-
position for the simple reason
that the three ideologically
incongruent parties arc un-
able torise above theirdiffer-
ence:; and do what';; best f
the polity that clcctcd them.
This inability to unite on
issues, has in a way. pushed
cach of the three parties to
try and prove their politi-
cal astuteness and debating
acumen in the Assembly.
Now after a long time we
arc hearing strong dissenting
voices pointing out the lacu-
nae in governance including
spill-overs from the MDA. |
regime. The easy style in
which Dr Celestinc Lyngdoh
navigated his speech and
taunted the government for
havingcreatedaclique called
the’Iligh Level that actually
controls the ecal mining and
transportation in Meghalaya
and the other businesses as
well, was an exemplary piece
oflegislative oratory. Unlike
most other legislators who
continue to don their adver-
sarial armoureven inside the

shouting slogans to stall the

proceedings of the Lower
House of the Parliament”

Yoursetc.,

Jerome K Dicngdoh.

shillong-2

Kleptocracy
N(ialore in
eghalaya

Editor

Soon after the Iraq inva-
sion. Paul Bremer became
the most powerful adminis-
trator gaining rockstar status
but for Meghalaya you need
not stan a war to attain X.Y
and Z security status. Po-
litical birds on black tinted
SUVs drive past traffic to
reach their office cubicles to
prove their punctuality. To
add insult to injury it was de-
bated earlier thisweek on the
misuse of VIP vehicles by
relativesof VIPs and heaven
Kknows where they are head-

de 1t projects. No
independent agency has re-
ally monitored if the crorcs
spent resulted in human de-
velopment: if therewas value
for money and whether there
were tangible and intangible
outcomes froni th)e funds bor-
rowed from several external
agencies. Let the people
at ground zero who have
benliticd from the schemes:
speak for tlumsclves. We
don’t need to hear the Chicf
Minister labour in vain to
add plaudits to his own gov-
ernment.

One lacunaofgovernance
is in not having robust data
on the human development

least of all life skills, will
be burdening the economy.
1X) we wonder then why so
many of our young people
take to drugs? They sec a
dismal future and they also
seean uncaring system that is
least bothered about bringing
them at par with their other
more privileged peers. In this
unequal cco-system where
the divide between the haves
and have nots is turning into
adeepchasm we canexpecta
revolt sooner than later.

It is not without reason
that we have so many pres-
sure groups in Meghalaya.
Sure they speak on a few is-
suesbut their subsistenceas a
group is highly questionable.
Unsurprisingly the National
Highways Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation Lim-
ited (NHIDCL) had recently
elated that completing the
Shillong-Dawki highway is
fraughtas there are too many
demands from too many
quarters. Pic pressure groups
arc unfortunately termed
*NGOs’ which is hugely
misleading. Pressure groups
are not registered bodies and
therefore not auditablc. They
operate as freelancers and
don’thave to account for the
money they get for their little
demonstrationsof patriotism
and hyper-nationalismevery
now and again, just to remind
us. thegullible citizenry, who

"The ChiefMinister speaks o fthousands ofcrores
allocated for different development projects. No

independentagency has really monitored if the

crotvs spent resulted in human development: if
there was valuefo r money and whether then? were

tangible and intangible outcomes from the funds

borrowed from several external agencies. "

parameters. This is some-
thing | have stated in the past
but which bears iteration.
There arc thousands of little
children and adolescents in
the villages aid even in the
peri-urban ar;as that have
dropped out ofschool during
the pandemic. | have spoken
toa numberofparents in the
villages surveyed in East
Khasi Hills and West Jaintia
Hills. They plead their in-
ability to send their kids to
school becausc they have
been left behind due to lack
of mobile phenes for online
classes, amongst other handi =
caps. The present MDA.2
government does not have
the data for school drop-outs
in the years 2020- 2022.
Without data how will the
government acdress this mal-
aisewhich will later turn into
an economic burden. Having
a whole lot of children out
of school also means that
many moreilliterate or scini-
literate adults with no skills.

ton the world's largest luxury
goods company. Javier Bias,
author of "The World for
sale’gives a helicopter view
of how klcptocrats have
demolished the ramparts of
a democracy. The 10 billion
dollar economy in Megha-
laya will become an oppor-
tunity for those to power to
cnhancc theirwealth instead
of providing justice to the
rural masses who not only
trust but vote for their be-
loved leaders hoping for
basic requirementso fquality
education, robust healthcare,
potable water, functioning
electricity beside others.
Yours ctc..
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

Implement
strict traffic
rules!

Editor,

ing to. lllegal
are flourishing under the
very noses of law enforce-
ment agencies. By 2028, the
number of cnorepatis in this
state who would join the
bandwagon would put even
the likes of Bernard Arnault
the French business tycoon
the founder, chairman, and
chicf executive Louis Vuit-

In the recently
Assembly session, thcrc
was a lot of discussion and
deliberation on the traflic
movements especially from
Umshyrpi towards Upper
shillong. | air grateful toour
clected representative from
Myllicm Constituency who
brought this never-ending
issue of traffic congestion

are too lazy to fight our own
battles, that they exist to
safeguard our interests.

I the Opposition MLAs
were to take their legislative
responsibilities seriously
and as per the book, these
pressure groups would have
no issue to rake up. It is
precisely because we have
not had the Opposition that

ition:
halaya

Meghalaya today needs a
few state of theart fruit (not
just food) processing units to
convert the huge production
of pineapples throughout the
year into other juices, jams
and canned fruits. The small
and medium enterprises
birthed by the Government
through the Meghalaya Basin
Management Authority are
only able to deal with small
numbers: they cannot scale
up their production because
their investments are small

Their ability tocreatejobs is
also limited. While theemer-
gence of young entrepre-
neurs is laudable and those
that nurture them deserve
applause, there is space for
bigger more professionally
mn industries that can also
set benchmarks for good
business practices.

Now coming back to the
competitive Opposition, on
the one hand it is good that
now cach of the Opposi-
tion parties will dig in their
heels and comc up with
sufficient data to comer the
Government, but we must
also realise that there will be
o Leader of the Opposition
this time  for the first time
ever in Meghalaya's legisla-
tive history. If the Opposi-
tion is to be meaningful it
would need to have a think
tank of its own to expose
the gap between the budget
statement and the last mile
implementation. A senior
government official said
the other day that there is a
problem of implementation
of projects and schemes be-
cause of lack of participation
from the stakeholders the
people themselves. Therc is
areason for this. Our socicty
has no inherent democratic
tradition. Consultations, dis-
cussions and conclusions are
only for a few who are ‘as-
sumed’ tobe knowledgeable.
The rest of the people plead
ignorance, sit back and say
they cannot participate sincc
they don't understand gov-
frmwnl furvtinnino Itis this
“agency" which empowers
people to speak up =which
is missing in Meghalaya.
Where are capacity building
agencies? Can we have ade-
mocracy when 90% or more
of the citizens don't actively

icil in A

matters that the
has bred so many pressure
groups that rival oneanother
and arc fighting for space
in a very limited economic
universe. Their means of
survival are the businesses
in Shillong city and the coal
mine owners. Why would
any good corporate entity
even want to comc and risk
its investment here? Why
would anyone wanting to
do fair trade and transparent
business want to set up shop
here? And then wc wonder
why there isnoemployment!
Everything about economics
is interrelated.

for discussion. However |
am filled with mixed emo-
tions. happy that this issue
was discusscd but also sad
if this problem will ever
see solutions after listening
to the discussion in the As-
sembly. Traffic congestion
specifically in that area is
not only from Umshyipi to
Upper Shillong but also Ril-
bongjunction. Anjalce Petrol
pump and Rhino junctions.
The proposed four lanes will
no doubt help ease conges-
tion in Upper Shillong side
but will bring a bottleneck
situation in Rilbong junc-
tion and thereby create even
more traffic chaos. There is
only one solution and that is
lo construct an overbridge
in Rilbong junction and this
junction is one of the finest
places where an ovcrbridge
can be constructed and it
is also the most essential
junction which connccts
highways.

While in other parts of
shillong city, the plan to
bring school buses maybe
difficult especially in some
areas where schools arc
situated inside residential
localities like in Jaiavv. Riat-
samthiah. Mawkharbut pool
cars to ferry school children
may be the other option
Heavy vehicles especially
when loaded. JCB’s. trucks
belonging to the BSI- Assam

sensitive governmentwill in-
vest in empowering commu-
nities tospeak for themselves
so that they do not have to
rely only on their MLAs or
the pressure groups. Will the
MDA 2 government take up
this challenge?

Of course it is also true
that MLAS resent it when
their constituents raise un-
comfortable questions. They
prefer a timid constituency
that takes every little crumb
that comes their way as a
patronage by the ML A. This
culture of subscrviencc has
toend!

Rifles seen plying empty
around the city during the
day are obstructing the flow
of traflic since the road is
narrow and may not be al-
lowed during the day.
Lastly, the need of the
hour is for all to maintain
traflic discipline and strictly
follow traffic rules. Here
in Shillong people do not
follow traflic rules strictly.
Drivers do not respector fol-
low the divider or the white
line on the road: there's
rampant overtaking even
when traffic is slow: taking
U turns: stopping and park-
ing whenever and wherever
one wants. Lancs should be
properly followed as seen in
Rilbong where many cars
take abmptly overtake be-
fore reaching Rilbong junc-
tion to go straight to Upper
Shillong. These are many
small actions which if fol-
lowed and if traffic mlcs arc
strictly implemented, will
bring a lot of change in the
traffic scenario at present.
Yours etc.,
N Lyngdoh.
Via email
Atticles and letters ap-
Pearmg on {his page are
fie views of the writers
authors and not that of

TheShillong Times
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Karnataka assembly polls bi»
test for both Congress and BJP

Rahul Gandhi as main
campaigner has to prove

his mettle against PM
By Sushil Kutty

The sngle-phasc Kar-
nataka assembly elections
takes place on May 10. Itisa
largely 3-party race, with the
BJP. the Congress and H D
Kumaras>vamy'sJanata Dal
() fighting it out in the full
glare of domestic, national
and international media.
The Karnataka elections arc
the first tig elections being
fought alter the recent po-
litical upheavals featuring
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi, his business tycoon
friend Gautam Adani and
Opposition leader Rahul
Gandhi, who had led his
‘Bharat lixlo Yatra’ through
Karnataka with irrepress-
ible gusto. Needless to say.
the Karnataka assembly
clection isa matter of "life
and death” tor the Congress
after the disqualification of
Rahul Gandhi from the Lok
sabha.

e Gandhi scion has
positioned himself os the
primary challenger to Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi;
and for both of them los-
ing or winning Karnataka
will make them the talking
point of the G-20. India as-
sumed th: G-20 presidency
for 2023 in Bali last year
and, since then, there have
been G-20 events underway
throughont India, including
in Karnataka. The political
upheavals haven't gone un-
noticed by foreign delegates.
The othci day. the US State
Department commented its
displeasure at Rahul Gan-
dhi's disqualification from
Parliament.

Maybe, after all. the
United States is not “oblivi-
ous” to happenings in India.
The world will be watching
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi dodging each
other's barbs as the Kar-
nataka campaign gathers
storm. Whose fortunes dip
and whos; luck takes a hit is
a matter to wait and watch.
There are also a number of
state bigwigsof both parties
whose refutations will be on
the line: among them none
taller that Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge. for
whom Karnataka is home-
state. and happy hunting
ground.

More importantly, this
will be Khargc's first big
clection since he took chaige
of the party apparatus. Al-
ready. Kharge is seen as
an insignificant sidcarm to
Rahul Gaidhi's big nuclear
options. But with this elec-
tion. Kharge has the chance
to prove ke is his own man.
and nobody’s fool. The Dalit

depends on the Congress
winning the Karnataka elec-
tion. Only a victory will
validate the "success” claim
of Rahul Gandhi's ‘Bharat
lodo Yatra'. Otherwise, time
spent in the BJY will bean-
other hole n Rahul Gandhi's
political "CV\a gapo ffour-
plus months gone to waste
from Rahul's calendar.
Rahul Gandhi's BJY im-
age is intrinsically linked
to 2024. The Congress and.
particularly. Rahul Gandhi
cannot overlook and under-
estimate the importance of
the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra'to the
Congress's plans for 2024.
More so. because Rahul
Gandhi will be the party’s
star campaigner, starting
from Karnataka. Rahul Gan-
dhi will kick-start his Karna-
taka campaign from Kolar,
the same placc from where
he had posed the question:

"Arc all with
'Modi' thieves'

The real question is, docs
theCongress have thestami-
nato stay put and fight, and
Keepwinning? One big loss
will seal its fate to lead the
Opposition. Noneoftheam-
bitious regional satraps will
acknowledge Congress lead-
ership if the Congress starts
with a loss in Karnataka for
which Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge will
have to take the blame. Con-
gress workerswill not forget
Kharge exhorting them at
the Raipur plenary to * work
with discipline, solidarity
and complete unity”. It was
Kharge who set the party’s
tone for the * all-important”
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
which the party said were
“crucial for India's future” .

But Rahul Gandhi also
would not be able to walk
away froma lossin Karnata-
ka. With Rahul Gandhi lead-
ing the Karnataka clcction
campaign, dierc is no way
he can cscapc responsibility,
and accountability. IfKarna-
taka is the first big test for
Kharge after being clected
party President, it will be
Rahul Gandhi's ehancc to
prove to the peaple of India
that he is as good as Prime
Minister Narcndra Modi,
and. perhaps, by far better,
as his legions of supporters
claim.

Putting aside everything,
every analysis, and every
dissection, every premoni-
tion, the firstimpression and
the last assertion, the Kar-
nataka assembly elections
will be the first opportunity
for the Congress and Rahul
Gandhi to test the “Modi-
Adani” alleged corruption

the surname
o

Congr Dalit-
hood" will be tested. Will
more Dalit voters float and
flock to the Congress tent?
That slid, only a win in
Karnataka can rejuvenate the
Congress, and reinvigorate it
for the remaining five 2023
assembly polls. The Con-
gress sce» itself the natural
leader of the Opposition,
the only opposition party
with the reach and national
votc-shar: to beat the BIP.
The Conijjess believes itwill
and itcan win 2024. But for
that, the Congress must win
Karnataka, the first of the
"bia states" uoins to polls
2023.

The Congress cannot
afford to lose, either. Rahul
Gandhi's present and future

how much has
it impacted voter-prcfcrenc-
cs at a time when much of
the media has been cornered
and co-opted to spin another
different yam.

The 2023 Karnataka as-
sembly elections will force
Prime Minister Narcndra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah to keep returning
to the state that is slipping
out of their hands. In the
three months of 2023 so far.
Modi has made 13 tours of
Karnataka and in the one
month left until Election
Day. he will likely make 13
more. As would his major
domo. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. By the way '13
is an unlucky number. (IPA
Service)



