Education for Creativity : A Global Issue®

The Context

As we enter the space age, the latest
news is that America is going to build an-
other New York in space. This is enough
evidence of the development of man’s mind
and his technological progress. But it is really
a matter of great pity that even this great
material progress has not made this world a
happier place to live in. The world of today
is passing through a crucial phase of its
history. The threat of an atomic war capable
of destroying the planet, unlimited popula-
tion growth, serious ecological risks and
energy crisis are forcing mankind to think of
some new alternatives for survival. Due to
the scientific and technological advancement
the world is changing so rapidly that to keep
pace with this rate of change seems difficult
to us. Alvin Tofler is afraid that this rate
of change may become so great that we may
experience a state of future shock—*‘the
dizzying disorganization brought on by the
pre-mature arrival of the future. This situa-
tion is coming in almost all the countries of
the world. The developed countries are
much ahead but the developing countries
are also following them. As we foresee the
future, there seems to be a constant threat
to the world peace. It is ironic that we can
spend billions of dollars to send men to the
moon and back and yet allow more pressing
problems here on earth to go relatively
unattended.
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The concept of global education which
changed its objective from international un-
derstanding to global awareness cannot belp
us to solve our world problems. Just as seli-
hypnotism has not enabled man to project
himself into space we can not solve the prob-
lems by just knowing about them. We will
have to think of their solution creatively. It
is in this context that children’s creativity
must be given prime importance in educa-
tior. It is all the more important when we
find that education itself is facing numerous
crisis like mass-illiteracy and wastage and
stagnation, specially in developing countries,
resulting in a great loss of creative potential
every year. Not only this, education impar-
ted in our Schools andColleges has become a
non-creative process, thereby producing men
and women with passive personality. The
question to be considered in this paper is just
what role creativity has or can have in the
process of education in the context of world
problems in general and education in parti-
cular. This is a global issue which is to be
thought of seriously.

Education for Creativity : The Importance

Behind all of our progress and the problems
created out of that, there have been people
who had the ‘Wonderful gift of creativity’
in abundance. It is this creativity which
has put us into trouble now and the same
can save us from tbe future dangers also.
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T he world’s energy resources may be limited,
but the possibilities of human brain are cer-
tainly not. The creative spark of the
human brain is more important than oil.
The creative potential of the individuals,
needs special consideration particularly in
the present situation when the scientific and
technological culture demands less of man’s
physical energy and more of his creative
ideational process. Nowadays man is {inding
that more and more routine tasks are being
taken away from him by automated proce-
dures. There scems to be few tasks which
computers can not or will not soon be able
to do faster and better than human beings.
In a computer dominated age, creativity is
the anly saviour of buman beings. We need
the creative persons with vision who could
boldly face the problems and find solutions
to the challenges.

Developing countries are not able to
make satisfactory progress not because they
don’t have the natural resources but Lecause
they are unable to tape the precious creative
potential of their hriman resources. It has
generally been realised today by all nations
that their survival and progress will eventu-
ally depend vpon how effectively they can
conserve and utilize their most precious
human potential—their creative children.
The relevance of this remark can not be
underestimated especially when it is obseirved
that developing countries are confionted with
problems like mass-illeteracy and wastage and
stagnation in education. PBesides this, crea-
tivity is of utmost importance to the indivi-
dual itself. Tt is this release of creative poten-
tial which provides release to' the blocked
mental energy and thus leads a man for a
sound mental health. Itis a step towards the
self-actualization and self-satisfacticn. The
blockage of creativity may lead to mental
tension and confusion in children. Carl
Rogers is right to remark here that “if
creativity is not encouraged, the lights may
go out, there may be individval mal-adjust-
ment and group tensions as well as interna-
tional annthilation”.

In fact historical records provide enough
evidence that cultures have collapsed because
of the failure to utilize the intelligent and
imaginative methods for solving their prob-

lems. Specially,in an under developed coun-
try, the nation’s emerging problems can be
to a greater extent easily and economically
solved, if the country’s creative power inhe-
rited in its children is brought to the fore-
front. A developing country like ours needs
persons endowed with creativity, persons who
can think of sclutions to the varied problems
taffling the country in particular and world
in general. Education for creativity can
play a vital role in ihis direction,

Present Fosition in the Schools

But the kind of education that we have
been providing is just opposite. One of the
most justifiable charges that can be labelied
against the present educational sy:tem is that
it has neglected and all too often suppressed,
the natural crezgivity of the young. Educa-
tion in our socicty is almost systematized and
routinized at all levels from primary to the
University. It has encouraged and has been
encouraging listless passivity and rote meory.
I't is generally seen that our school program-
mes are not giving due place to the educa-
tional experiences and proper environment
which are condicive to the development of
creative potentizl. This tragedy is beyond
description.

Do our schools in any way encourage
the creative potential to flourish ? Do we
attach any importance to creativity in our
school prograrcine today ? Cur selection
system, curricuhum, methods of teaching, 1n-
structiona ] strategies and text books are not
in consonznce with the development of this
ultimate buinan asset, Highly regimented
exemination system and expectations of
parents and tcachers arve killing the very
spark of creativity in children. The whole
school curriculim is geared to success rather
than to achievement for its own sake. All
this leads to what rescarchers cal! the “Other
directed personality’” with emphasis on im-
mediate action 2nd short term goals. Prob-
ably the urge to enquire, to invent, to solve
is stifled in the millions of school children
resulting in the death of the creative spark.
This is exactly what’s happening in most of
our schools today. There is therefore, a need
to re-cxamine, remodel or drastically charge,
if necessary, our existing school programmes,
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if we want to solve the various problems with
which the today’s world is confronted. The
pendulum must swing from non-creative and
anti-creative educztion to creative education.

How Does Creativity Work ?

To the question, what is creativity ?
Psychologists give different answers, A fully
loaded lorry got stuck under a low bridge.
It could go neither forward nor back. Soon
a large crowd collected, shouting instiuctions
to the driver : ‘dig the road’, ‘cut the bridge’,
‘unload the lorry’ and so on. Then a small
boy suggested : ‘why not deflate the tyres a
little ?° The loiry settling a little Jower on
its slightly deflated tyres was driven away.
So this is how creativity works. In the face
of such a problem, we naturally tend to
concentrate on the road, the roof of the
bridee and the load, wlhich are responsible
for the obstiuction. Looking at a problem,
from an entirely different angle to solve it
is creative thinking.

What Can Education Do ?

It bas been agreed upon by all psycho-
logists and educationists that potentially all
children are creative. While there seems to
be agreement on ifs existence, there is evi-
dence that creative potential of school child-
ren is not being tapped and the level of crea-
tivity that they express falls far short of what
they are potentially capable of. It’s a pity
that chudren are not given opportunities in
schools to develop their creative rotcntial.
They are kept busy in routine work and any
deviation of theirs is often threatened. Chil-
dren must be given time to do nothing, to
fantasize, day dream and pursue interests
which may bave no relation to their school
work. Cu riosity and opinions which are
divergent thould be encouraged instead of
condemned. Once a little boy of class V
put a question to 2 geography teacker : ‘Sir,
if the earth rotated from east to west and
revolved round the sun in an anticlock di-
rection, would we bave our time, days in
week, months in the year and the seasons in
the reverse order ?” Teacher got angry and
replied with frown, ‘what’s a silly question ?
How is 1t possible ?* So this is the situation
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in our schools. How can we expect the
flourishing of creativity in children under
sucl: circumstances ? It’s true that notling
is created and so with the creativity. Schools
can not create creativity but tbey can do
much to promote its development. The
statement by Parnes and Meadows (1963)
seems to be relevant here that the gap
between an individual’s innate creative
talent and his actual creative output can be

narrowed by deliberate education in crea-
tive thinking™’.

Education for creativity should be the
top-most aim of education at different levels
of education and it should strive to see that
the class rooms are not just meant for one
way transmission of knowledge for students
to passively accumulate, but are the centres
where each and every student in his own way
can satisfy his curiosity, develop his abilities
and talents and pursue Fis interests to his
best advantage. In fact, each school and
class-roem chould have open access to curio-
sity, shouid encourage children to go dashing
off in new direction and expose them to
questioning and exploration. The teacher
should be intevested in seeing the students as
sell-actualizing and self-initiating learners, as

exploring problems, analyzing data and
finding solutions.

While talking on creativity one shou'd
not go to the absid extent of c'aiming that
each and every student can be a Newton or
thakespeare, but what every teacher can
confidently ¢'aim is that potentia' for creati-
vity exists in every one and on'y awaits the
proper atmosphere where each and everyone
can sprout and be nurtured to the fullest
development. Through education, we should
be able to kindle that spark of creativity in
every child which would make the task of
learning more exciting and more meaningful.
Wkhen the child comes to the school, we have
to see whether there is something in the
classroom which stifles his creativity, if there
is such a thing we have to remove it. On
the positive side, we have to create a class-
room environment which will be conducive
to the development of creativity and this can
be done by providing enough freedom to the
children. We generally see that there is a



tendency on the part of the teacher to stifle
creativity at every stage by always trying to
correct the cbild which naturally discour-
ages him. Under such a situation whatever
creativity the child possesses is stifled.

Development of creativity is all the more
important in the present situation when the
world is facing numerous problems as already
mentioned. Children should be encouraged
to initiate and actively participate in the
present problems of the world and their
unique responses should be critically evalua-
ted. Their imaginative capacity should be
developed by giving them opportunities to
express their view on future consequences of
a certain problem of their daily life of the
world as a whole. For this, schools of the
future are to be designed not only for learn-
ing but for thinking creatively. The future
schools will be asked to produce men and
women who can think, who can adapt to
change and maintain sanity in this age of
acceleration. This is the creative challenge
to education. By educating for creative
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behaviour, perhaps we can provide to the
world a place with less problems and more
peace. The creative students in our schools
have a tremendous role to play in the history
of the future, let us become wiser in giving
the preparation they need in the schools of
the present.

Conclusion

This paper has just stressed the impor-
tance of creativity in education as a solution
for world problems in general and education
in particular. The discoveries and innovation
of the next 20 years will probably make the
previous 100 years seem to have progre ses
at a snail’s pace. Therefore, a person can
not foresee exactly that kncwledge be will
need five or ten years from now to meet vari-
ous problems. He can, however, develop the
attitude and abilities that will help him meet
any future problem creatively and inventive-
ly. Let us hope that our education undergo
a change towards creative education as we
race towards 2000 A.D.



