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Between borders and empathy
• v ence perpetrated by the military junta 
in Myanmar has sent the Chin people along the 
Mizoram-Myanmar border scurrying to seek 
shelter m the Indian side of the border. The 
problem with boundaries is that they separate 
kith and kin and turn them into citizens of two 
sovereign countries. The Chief Minister of Miz­
oram had written to Prime Minister Modi asking 
him to offer asylum to refugees pouring in from 
Myanmar. But Mizoram along with Manipur 
received instead a missive from New Delhi say­
ing that refugees should be given neither shelter 
not food. The missive was later toned down 
after huge protests by human rights activists in 
the country. India is in a difficult situation vis- 
a-vis Myanmar. That country has been offering 
military help to flush out the North East militant 
outfits holed up in Myanmar and sometimes the 
two armies conduct joint operations to achieve 
their goals. At the moment the cadres of the 
ULFA (Independent) headed by Paresh Baruah 
and the NSCN(K) are being hounded by the 
Tatmadaw. Paresh Baruah meanwhile shuttles 
between Dehong and Ruili in the Yunnan Prov­
ince of China adjoining Myanmar. Since the 
Myanmar army offensive several ULFA cadres 
have been pushed to surrender or be killed by 
the Tatmadaw. The NSCN (K) too has suffered 
similar offensive from the junta although intel­
ligence sources believe this offensive was at the 
behest of the Government of India which has 
been talking peace with the NSCN(IM) since 
1997. In fact, eight training camps of ULFA(I) 
the NDFB(S)and Meitei outfits from Manipur 
which were located in Taga region of Maynmar 
have been demolished.

In these circumstances it becomes a diplo­
matic challenge for India to take a hardened 
stance against the Tatmadaw that is now hell 
bent on capturing political power at all costs. 
The problem with Mizoram and Manipur is 
that the same people live on two sides of the 
border. All along, Myanmar and India shared a 
Free Movement Regime (FMR) where people 
from both sides o f the largely riverine border 
can move up to 16 kilometres into each other’s 
territories. On the Manipur side those living in 
the hills o f Ukhrul regularly host their kin and 
help them buy food supplies and other articles 
not easily available in the Kachin Hills, from 
the Indian side which they carry across to the 
other side regularly. The same is the case with 
the Mizoram side of the border. The FMR was 
suspended in March 2020 on account of the 
pandemic. Hence border patrolling has been 
tightened making it near impossible for the 
Myanmarese refugees to take shelter Mizoram 
or Manipur. That the closure of the border has 
resulted in increased smuggling of drugs and 
arms is another matter that the Assam Rifles 
which guards the borders has to contend with. 
But this cannot be conflated with the serious vio­
lations of human rights by the Tatmadaw thereby 
forcing many to flee their country. India’s stoic 
silence at this juncture is troubling.

I L e t t e r s  to  t h e  Mel it o r

Detention is cruel 
to children
Editor, .
I am disturbed by the 

letter criticising the no­
detention order (Shillong 
Times, Mar 31,2021). Chil­
dren have gone through 
unimaginable stress during 
the Covid pandemic and 
this has impacted their psy­
chological, emotional and 
social well-being. Numer­
ous articles on this topic 
have already appeared on 
the websites of the United 
Nations, World Health Orga­
nization and UNICEF. Even 
children from stable families 
who were able to keep up a 
semblance of education dur­
ing the pandemic have been 
affected.

In developing countries 
such as ours, rural and poor 
children have been deprived 
even of the meagre schooling 
they had before. So called 
elite schools may have man­
aged to have regular online 
classes but the vast majority 
of Indian children have lost 
a year, apart from economic 
hardships to their families. 
However, the lockdown has 
had some benefits. Time 
spent with family, local 
community, learning about 
the multiple facets of the 
pandemic, and developing 
resilience are valuable to 
the development of children. 
These lessons may not be 
aligned with the school syl­
labus but are important life 
skills.

The no-detention order 
issued by the Government 
of Meghalaya is a com­
mendable act of empathy.

ILP as Fiction
What do you think of ILP, 

I asked a taxi driver the other 
day, once we were done with 
the usual conversational sus­
pects -  the impossible traffic 
in Shillong and yet how 
government employees get 
easy loans to buy cars, how 
tourists dropped off after the 
lockdown and are now slow­
ly returning, while droves of 
young people are forced to 
leave the city because there 
are hundreds of hopefuls for 
a handful of openings here, 
and so on -  basically what the 
world in general is coming to. 
He laughed bashfully. “What 
to say?” he said, then gave 
me the spiel. We are a small 
people, we need protection. 
We must band together and 
look out for each other.

I didn’t learn anything 
from our chat but was 
struck by the civility of it. 
In Shillong, despite the con­
sensus about the city’s de­
cline, we are still able to be, 
at once, shy and warm, say 
decorous hellos, thank you’s

By Anjum Hasan

empire-building helped con­
ceal. The Inner Line is meant 
to prevent timber and tea 
companies from pushing fur­
ther into the hills -  encroach­
ing, in this instance, on the 
mountain valley that belongs 
to the Apatanis. And yet the 
colonials themselves don’t 
honour the notional line; 
they are after exploitation of 
another kind: the establishing 
of a military base in this fron­
tier region near Tibet so as to 
have the upper hand in the 
area’s geo-politics. The two 
interests eventually coincide; 
the attack on the Apatanis, 
when it comes, is in order to 
“defend British commercial 
and political interests in the 
region”.

Missionary-turned-anthro- 
pologist Verrier Elwin, who 
was an advisor to the Assam 
government for the very area 
Blackburn writes about, and

intervenes.
In Shillong, perhaps in 

all of the north-east, we in­
creasingly look to politics as 
the arena in which problems 
that affect us a society will 
be solved, even ais politics 
becomes ever more viti­
ated. The hope that laws and 
regulations will save us does 
not seem, in our minds, to 
conflict with a political so­
ciety in which, as Patricia 
Mukhim, wrote recently in 
these pages, “corruption is 
not just taken for granted but 
also perpetuated [...] people 
valorize corruption by giv­
ing those indulging in scams 
a place of honour in society 
instead of socially blacklist­
ing them.”

To rest all one’s faith in 
politics is to discount ev­
eryday life and individual 
experience, that is: the stuff 
of literature. Blackburn’s

colour spectrum perceived 
by politics. Simply because 
of the solitary individualism 
of his work, the writer may 
happen to explore areas that 
no one has explored before 
[...] to make discoveries that 
sooner or later turn out to be 
vital areas of collective aware­
ness,” wrote the always pre­
scient novelist Italo Calvino in 
his collections of essays The 
Literature Machine. To me the 
key words here are “solitary 
individualism”. For Blackburn 
to write a compelling novel 
about the politics between 
colonials and tribes, he has 
had to single out characters 
who can’t quite be reduced 
to those categories, who are 
recognisable but not typical. 
Taylor, while surrounded by 
empire-builders, is private, 
conflicted and flawed, and we 
empathise with him. So also 
Gyati, a loner in a close-knit 
society who likes to wander 
by himself in the pine forests. 
“Other people, especially 
young men, didn’t roam like
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and welcomes, make time to 
sit and chat, sometimes even, 
traffic permitting, stand and 
stare. Of course, taxi drivers 
anywhere in the world make 
for great interlocutors -  I’m 
always drawn to their street­
wise takes. But this young 
man also had a laidback 
Shillong cheerfulness, which 
one misses. One misses it 
because this distinctiveness 
of daily life, these everyday 
interactions, are rarely part 
of our self-image. ILP con­
sumes us but what about the 
tones of voice in which we 
discuss it? The politician’s 
is one style, the agitator’s 
another, the so-called com­
mon man’s a third. And then 
there is the writer’s. I ’ve just 
read Stuart Blackburn’s 2016 
novel Into the Hidden Valley, 
set in 19th century Assam 
during the early decades of 
British experiments with the 
Inner Line. Blackburn cap­
tures so well a combination 
of two things -  colonialism’s 
self-justification through 
high-sounding administrative 
protocols and the violence 
that this officious guise of

Even a well-embedded sys­
tem needs flexibility to deal 
with unanticipated crises. 
To detain children because 
of a situation beyond their 
control is nothing but cru­
elty. One is familiar with 
the statistics of thousands of 
student suicides annually be­
cause of our draconian sys­
tem of education. No child 
is a willful rebel or shirker. 
Negative behaviours are a 
reaction to an adult-created 
environment and are driven 
by survival instincts.

Lastly, I’m not sure why 
this newspaper allowed ano­
nymity for the letter writer. 
Education is an important 
social issue and one must 
have the courage of one’s 
convictions to stand up and 
be counted. This ‘name with­
held’ author seems to have 
no data or evidence, only a 
misguided opinion that actu­
ally harms children.

Yours etc., 
Prof Glenn C. Kharkongor 

Via email
E d i t o r  r e p l i e s :  This 

newspaper believes in a free 
and fair dissemination of 
readers’ views so that a de­
bate can ensue on any topic 
of public importance. Some 
writers request anonymity 
and we respect that. The is­
sue is more important here 
than the person behind the 
writing.

Society in a 
moral crisis
E d ito r,
The news item, "Step­

father impregnates minor 
girl, surrenders" (ST Mar 
30 2021) is very disturbing

for me as a woman and as a 
mother. To read of rape and 
violation of young girls be 
it by strangers or by close 
relations is shocking. It only 
goes to state the blatant truth 
that as a society and as hu­
mankind we lack the morals 
and do not shy away from 
committing heinous sins. 
What good is all the progress 
and development in the 21st 
century when as human be­
ings we stoop so low! No 
one can understand the pain 
nor feel the shame of an act 
as much as the girl/woman 
who has been raped. There 
are numerous causes that 
lead to such crimes. From 
the perpetrator o f crime 
himself who has exchanged 
his conscience for lust, the 
lack of punishment as per 
the law only encourages 
many evil minds to follow 
suit. How many rape victims 
have been provided justice? 
But above all as a society 
we have failed one another. 
Once we lack fellow feeling 
and are overpowered by 
pride, arrogance and power 
we have sold our souls to 
the devil.

Today, what we witness 
is the triumph of evil over 
good. Do we want to con­
tinue to live this way? Isn't 
it our responsibility to sow 
the seeds of goodness and 
righteousness in our children 
so that they live each day of 
their lives in piety, a love for 
one another and above all a 
reverence to the One above? 
The onus lies on each one of 
us as members of the society 
and the world. Let us come 
together and impart good 
teachings by leading through

who lived in Shillong at the 
end of his life, said, in his 
1960 book A Philosophy for 
NEFA, that “the Inner Line 
Regulation was enacted not 
with the aim (as is so often 
thought) of isolating the hill 
people from the plains, but 
to bring ‘under more strin­
gent control the commercial 
relations of British subjects 
with the frontier tribes'.” 
This suggests something of ai 
benevolent outlook but’there' 
is nothing kind-hearted about 
the administrators described 
in Into the Hidden Valley. 
Yet the novel is riot merely 
an account of aggressive 
white men and unwitting 
tribal victims. That would be 
too simple. Instead we have 
George Taylor, a sensitive, 
well-meaning, ambitious al­
though often irresolute young 
British officer, with a past 
that makes him vulnerable, 
and Gyati, an Apatani sha­
man who too is acutely alert 
to his world and sometimes 
finds himself at an angle to 
it. The two come close to 
friendship and then what one 
might call the hand of history

example. Life is beautiful 
and so is this world. Can we 
make this life and the world 
worthy for what it was cre­
ated?

Yours etc., 
Jenniefer Dkhar, 

Via email

Scandal in 
MeECL sent a 

rude shock
Editor,

The news item published 
in the Shillong Times un­
der the heading -  “Surprise 
check reveals rampant pow­
er theft at Bymihat.” (ST, 
March 30, 2021) has come 
as a “rude shock”. Nothing 
is more outrageous than 
the fact that big companies 
are allegedly involved in 
such power pilferage. It 
is like stealing coins from 
the bowl of a beggar who 
has been moaning in pain 
due to various “sicknesses”. 
No matter who the culprits 
are, the government must 
take stern action against 
them. They deserve exem­
plary punishment along with 
heavy monetary penalties. It 
is not improbable that those 
unscrupulous industrial units 
might have pilfered elec­
tricity worth Rs 1500 crore 
thereby reducing the power 
agency to a pauper over the 
years/decades.

One can’t agree more 
with what Toki Blah has 
expressed through his letter 
-  “Condoning corruption”, 
(ST, 31 March, 2021). This 
case must be thoroughly 
investigated by CBI with 
utmost urgency. What is

nov el won t help us decide 
whether putting in place an 
inner line regulation in 2021 
would be a good thing or bad. 
(Though it does illustrate 
how the law was undermined 
by those who established it, 
obviously no effective novel 
is written to present a solu­
tion or make a point.) What 
it shows us is how the seem­
ingly small stuff -  a wrong 
decision taken in the heat of 
the conflict or a few words 
spoken in rapprochement 
can have an incalculable 
effect on the world. “Words 
can change things, the right 
words” Gyati believes, and 
yet when his wife is dying, 
all the “incantatory power” of 
his chants amounts to noth­
ing. This double bind is the 
writer’s as well -  literature, 
unlike politics, seems to 
make nothing happen, and 
yet grasping the relation 
between language and reality 
makes one wield a certain 
power over the world.

“Literature is like an ear 
that can hear things beyond 
the understanding of the lan­
guage of politics; it is like an 
eye that can see beyond the

disgusting is that some of 
the MeECL officers have 
been allegedly found to be 
hand in glove with the in­
dustrial companies in fa­
cilitating the crime. Such 
an act of unfaithfulness by 
the employees towards the 
MeECL is “unpardonable.” 
Immediate suspension of the 
officers from service is the 
first step so that they will not 
get a chance to tamper with 
evidence and the like.

The public, andNGOs as 
well, must come forward to 
raise their voices against this 
unprecedented scandal in the 
state. The CMD, who has 
already gathered substantial 
evidence -  along with pho­
tographs and videos, needs 
the full support of the public 
in these difficult hours. It is, 
after all, the public who has 
endlessly suffered when the 
MeECL fell into the pit of 
debt. Let’s find out who all 
are involved in getting the 
power agency in Meghalaya 
into the mess of liability.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong
On beinĵ  
Khasi am 

Indian
Editor,
In response to L Khar- 

wanlang’s letter, “Much ado 
about identity” (ST March 
30,2021)1 would like to first 
thank the writer for point­
ing out to your readers my 
mistake. The name of the 
person I quoted from should 
be Erno Rubik not Enro 
Rubik. When Rubik’s Cube 
first hit the market many

that, without apparent purpose 
and all alone.”

Fiction can only address 
politics by working against 
its generalising tendencies, 
thereby revealing those ho- 
mogenizalion we take comfort 
in -  tribal and non-tribal, 
coloniser and colonised, them 
and us -  as, to some extent at 
least, sophisticated fictions. 
But there is a deeper sense in 
which a writer can Challenge 
and enrich politics. In tdday’s 
world she is obliged to be 
alive to her possible hidden 
motives, her biases and blind 
spots, as well as the fact that 
she does not control all the 
possible meanings of her 
work. What if, asks Calvino, 
the same happened to politics? 
“Politics, like literature, must 
above all know itself and 
distrust itself.” In Meghalaya, 
we valorise politicians and we 
trust politics. Perhaps we need 
to read more novels?

Email: mailanjumhasan@ 
gmail.com (The writer is a 
novelist, short story writer, 
poet, and editor. She was bom 
in Shillong, and currently 
lives in Bangalore).

i
years ago, I read in a journal 
an article about the inventor 
Erno Rubik and his invention 
and it was here that I came 
across this quotation which 
related to the examples I 
mentioned in my letter and 
the ideas which later took 
shape. Since there was no in­
ternet those days tp verify the 
authenticity of the quotation, 
I took it at face value for its 
relevance to the ideology we 
were formulating and for the 
importance of this quotation 
to our ideology. It could have 
been anyone’s quote.

Kharwanlang questions 
my linking of origin to Iden­
tity by quoting from “theorist 
Stuart Hall.” I would like to 
add that the dictionary mean­
ing of ‘ identity crisis’ is “ the 
condition of being uncertain 
of one’s origins.”

When K harwanlang 
writes of himself, “as a tribal 
myself,” I would like to point 
out that sometimes the word 
“tribal’ is used as a deroga­
tory term to describe some 
communities as backward 
and uncivilized. That is why 
weintheMaitshaphrang do 
not describe the Khasi com­
munity as a tribal community 
because we strongly believe 
that the we have the talent, 
the skills and the resources 
of the state to free ourselves 
from this scheduled tribe 
mindset and with the right 
leadership to be at par if 
not better at times , with 
the developed communities 
of India and the world , to 
compete and to contribute 
on an equal footing.

Yours etc., 
Michael N. Syiem 

Via email

Modi govt’s Judo technique pays 
off in electoral bonds

Another act of 
abdication by 

Supreme Court
By K Raveendran

The Modi government 
has perfected the art of using 
a safeguard against some­
thing to perpetuate exactly 
the same act or tendency. So, 
national unity is cited as the 
reason for attempts to wreck 
national unity and national 
interest is taken to mean the 
interest of the ruling party, 
especially when there is a 
conflict between the two.

The most classic case is 
that of tiie electoral bonds. 
Though the idea behind 
the original legislation was 
to curtail the use of black 
money in elections, the law, 
as it has been finally made, 
promotes black money and 
additionally in favour of 
the ruling party, as if BJP 
is a permanent feature of 

(power politics for all times 
to come. Regrettably, the 
highest court of the land has 
facilitated this most undesir­
able tendency by refusing 
to intervene decisively. It

any urgent attention. The 
terse order for not taking 
up the hearing is even more 
insulting: ‘The application 
could not be taken up for 
hearing’.

The court may be justified 
in refusing to entertain the 
plea of a few concerned citi­
zens, but most unfortunately, 
it has dismissed the objec­
tions raised by the Election 
Commission, admittedly the 
most authentic body that 
understands elections, irre­
spective of its perceived soft 
comer for the ruling party, 
that the anonymity provided 
for in the bonds would breed 
corruption and cuts at the 
very root of transparency in 
election funding.

An affidavit filed by the 
Election Commission even 
termed introduction of elec­
toral bonds a retrograde step; 
The commission expressed 
concern over the non-dis­
closure of donor identity and

is as though it has become 
a regular practice for the 
Supreme Court to look away 
when inconvenient matters 
are brought to its attention, 
especially when it concerns 
the government.

The Supreme Court last 
week refused to stay the sale 
of a fresh set of electoral 
bonds from 1 April, ahead 
of assembly elections in 
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Assam and UT of 
Puducherry. Accordingly, 
a fresh round of bonds has 
been launched and obviously 
the ruling party will lionise 
the proceeds from the sale, 
which has been the case right 
from the beginning. With an 
authoritarian government 
at the Centre, it cannot be 
otherwise, putting the other 
parties to great disadvantage 
in terms of ‘entitlement’.

The Supreme Court has

clauses that may allow for 
shell companies and foreign s 
entities to fund and influence 
Indian political parties and , 
elections.

The commission argued 
. in favour of transparency in . 
political funding, saying the 
disclosure of the identity of  ̂
the funders as well as the 
recipients of funding was 
essential for the success of - 
democracy. The counsel far 
the commission also pointed . 
out that people have the right * 
to know about the anteceir •' 
ents of their representatives *- 
and the political party that '  
candidate represents. -

There were also other' * 
complaints about the bonds: ’ 
Even the RBI had described , 
the system as a type of ‘type 
of weapon or medium for fi­
nancial seams’. This clearly • 
gave credence to the fears erf 
the petitioners that electoral .*

“The Supreme Court has been 
dilly-dallying on the issue ever since a 

number ofpetitions were filed  
challenging the electoral bonds scheme 
fa r  back as in 2017 itself when the new 
scheme o f  things was announced in the 

Finance Act 2017. ”

been dilly-dallying on the 
issue ever since a number 
of petitions were filed chal­
lenging the electoral bonds 
scheme far back as in 2017 
itself, when the new scheme 
of things was announced in 
the Finance Act 2017. The 
petitions had raised several 
valid questions about the 
possibility of abuse of the 
system, but the court refused 
to effectively intervene, al­
lowing the government to go 
ahead with the issuance.

Even the latest refusal 
of stay is apparently on a 
most flimsy ground: that 
the “bonds are released at 
periodical intervals in Janu­
ary, April, July and October 
of every year; that they had 
been so released in the years 
2018, 2019 and 2020 with­
out any impediment.” It has 
promptly refused to grant 
the stay and put off detailed 
hearing of the case as if the 
issue under consideration 
is trivial and not meriting

bonds had turned into a tool 
for receiving bribes in the , J 
garb of donations for the ’ 
ruling party.

But the court refused to 
entertain these apprehen­
sions and preferred to go 
with the government argu- 
ment that the bonds are , 
meant to eradicate black 
money in political funding •, 
and that many companies '* 
prefer anonymity for vari-. >* 
ous reasons, one of the most ’* 
officious of which having 
been that the shareholders 
could punish a company if 
the party it funded did not *■ 
come to power.

The result has been on 
predicted lines: Most of the *■ 
proceeds of electoral bon4s »' 
have gone in favour of BJP ’ 
and other parties, including; - 
the main opposition Con­
gress, are starved of funding 
to the extent that they are 
virtually left with no money 
for an effective campaign. 
(IPA Service)
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“It is better to be violent, if there is violence 
in our hearts, than to put on the cloak of 

nonviolence to cover impotence. ”
,_________ ___ Mahatma Gandhi

The Shillong Times
Vol No:LXIII No.225 SHILLONG, FRIDAY, APRIL 1 ,2021

Worry from Mumbai
ON the Covid-19 front, the grim realization is 
that the worst is not yet over. Maharashtra again 
presents the worst scenario with some 40,000 
new infections reported in a day, and the state 
government is virtually blinking on the pan­
demic front. The heavy caseload in Maharashtra, 
some 60 per cent of the total active cases in the 
country, is proof that the right steps were not 
taken there despite a year-long alert across the 
nation against the pandemic’s spread.

Stunningly, the worrisome scenario in Ma­
harashtra, or Mumbai should be seen against 
the fact that some 60 lakh people in the state 
have already been vaccinated. Yet, the daily 
Covid-linked deaths in the state are of the order 
of nearly 230, the highest figure since October 
last, followed by Punjab with over 50 cases a 
day. Pune is running out of ventilators, Covid 
wards are full in Bengaluru, and similar worries 
can arise in Mumbai too.

Across the nation too, the vigil against the 
Covid spread has been heightened. The daily 
infection count at national level is now of the 
order of over 70,000 as per Union health min­
istry figures. Next to Maharashtra, two major 
concerns are Chhattisgarh and Karnataka, where 
daily counts are in the range o f4,000 plus. With 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Gujarat and Mad­
hya Pradesh included, these eight states carry 
with them over 85 per cent of the nation’s total 
case load. In a way, a matter of relief is that 
the rest of India is keeping things under some 
control despite the second wave of the pandemic 
having been around.

As the scenario is turning critical in some 
states, the neighbourhoods are also vulnerable 
to the onslaught and borders could as well be 
closed. Capital Delhi is worried too in view of 
the spurt there and the problem being posed 
from Punjab in particular. Travel restrictions 
are likely. The Education sector that frying 
for recovery is again put to trouble and online 
classes have been resumed following the fresh 
school closures in several states. Lockdown 
is contemplated again by the worst-hit states, 
which will have another adverse bearing on the 
national economy.

The Kumbh Mela in Haridwar faces odds 
in view of the fresh hike in Covid spread. The 
festival o f Holi was already a washout for the 
second year in succession this time. With vac­
cination reaching the 45-plus segment from 
Thursday, things should improve rather than 
worsen. Maharashtra holds the key towards 
reining in the pandemic. Other states should also 
be on high alert and testing at borders between 
states is imperative.

Letters to the Kriitor

Of clumsy narratives, oafish 
wisecracks and political lying
Deputy Chief Minister, 

Prestone Tynsong who is 
the virtual Chief Minister 
of Khasi Hills is constantly 
in the news to bail out his 
government. In case people 
wonder why I have only 
named Khasi Hills, it is be­
cause Sniawbhalang Dhar 
is Chief Minister of Jaintia 
Hills and Conrad Sangma 
of Garo Hills. Responsi­
bilities in this government 
have been divided very as­
tutely although I dare say 
that Sniawbhalang Dhar ex­
ercises his clout across the 
state because in Meghalaya 
“Money Talks.” No wonder 
everyone is in the race to get 
rich quick. And guess what’s 
the route to that cherished 
goal? You guessed it right! 
It’s politics and more politics. 
Look at the wealth ranking of 
some of the MLAs today who 
started off as indigents some. 
decades ago. Did we ever ask 
where they accumulated so 
much wealth and how they 
can afford to own so many 
properties in Shillong City 
and that in the prime ad­
dresses of the capital? Forget 
the Khasi-Jaintia MLAs; 
even politicians from Garo 
Hills are making a beeline 
to own prime space in this 
overcrowded city.

These skilful practitioners 
of politics hold on to their 
seats by parading goodwill 
and bonhomie with their 
constituents, most of whom 
are so poor that even a one­
time help of Rs 5000-10,000 
during an emergency makes 
them indebted to the MLA 
forever. And then we Khasis 
use the catchphrase, “Uto te 
um rem shuh,” (He will never 
lose the elections). Now the 
yardstick for passing such 
comments is not because the 
MLA looks after the constitu­
ency such as repairing the 
potholes, ensuring constant 
water and power supply; 
street lighting, helping in 
repair and maintenance of 
schools and playgrounds 
within the constituency and 
ensuring that schemes are 
implemented in a time bound 
manner, but, because he/ 
she pays money to impov­
erished constituents. A vigi­
lant public would demand a 
blow by blow account of the 
money spent vide the MLA 
scheme. Alas! The public 
of Meghalaya spends more 
time on social media than on 
making things happen on the 
ground.

The politician who until 
yesterday lived a hand to 
mouth existence is today a 
man of expansive tastes. He 
spends more time building 
his own personal wealth

By Patricia Mukhim

than in legislation. The As­
sembly notably referred to 
as the ‘August House’ has 
only become a debating plat­
form where questions are 
asked and answers provided 
with no follow-up thereafter. 
Knowing that the TV cameras 
are focussed on them, most 
MLAs act their parts like 
seasoned dramatists, some 
even playing weird roles that 
go beyond their legislative 
mandates.

If we are to measure the 
achievements of the MDA 
Government we will find 
that it spends more time 
fire-fighting than actually 
thinking out people-oriented 
policies. And while the Eng­
lish language savvy CM can 
spin yams about this scheme 
and that and how it will help 
the public cause, we never 
really see in him any glimpse 
of consistency. He has spo­
ken ad nauseum about river 
cleaning and even mentioned 
that some firms from outside 
would come in to help the 
state in this onerous task but 
such statements remain a me­
dia sensation for a day. That’s 
it! But the CM gets away 
because when he addresses 
the media there’s no one to 
put ask him hard questions 
on the promises made since 
2018. Since we in the media 
have turned stenographers 
taking down copious notes 
or recording speeches in 
bombastic language, there is 
no way of cross-questioning 
the glib talking CM.

Then comes the Deputy 
CM with his own brand of 
grandiose claims and unend­
ing shenanigans that he used 
to beat up non-tribals in 1979. 
The disingenousness of his 
statement is breathtaking. 
On closer look the statement 
has the stench of tall claims 
because the Dy CM needed 
a metaphor for a ‘change of 
heart.’ But such claims com­
ing as they do at this juncture 
when he holds a lofty position 
are indeed troubling. How do 
we know in which direction 
his innate violence is chan­
nelled towards? Might it not 
be that he now uses other 
discriminatory tactics against 
people he used to once beat 
up because he is today in a po­
sition to do so? But the fact of 
the matter is that the more the 
Dy CM speaks the deeper he 
puts his foot into his mouth. 
So much so that memes and 
videos of him follow every 
press conference. Prestone 
Tynsong is a poor replica 
of BB Lyngdoh who was an

astute statesman and held 
his own in very tough and 
challenging circumstances 
when Shillong was a tinder 
box of violence. Now we 
have someone who skirts 
difficult questions and trivi- 
alises everything. But why 
do we wonder? This is the 
depth to which politics in this 
state has plumbed. And we 
have ourselves to blame for 
electing people whose only 
qualifications are to serve 
their own constituents -  the 
state be damned.

Today we are at a juncture 
when statements from the 
Government can no lon­
ger be taken at face value. 
The power cut flip-flop is 
taxing our patience. Now 
Power Grid Corporation Ltd 
(PGCL) will regulate power 
supply from April 14 because 
of non-payment of dues. The 
fire-fighting and the bravado 
are not working. A long term 
Power Policy is long over­
due. And those groups that 
are against privatisation had 
better come up with a fool­
proof revenue model on how 
the MeECL is to be run and 
where the huge outstandings 
can be paid from. It’s easy 
to take a Leftist position that 
you cannot privatise a PSU. 
People who hold such views 
should also protest the im­
pending privatisation of Air 
India and several other loss- 
making PSUs. Delhi does 
not have the money to keep 
pumping into a black hole 
called the MeECL. And we 
need power; we really don’t 
care who the power supplier 
is. Above all, we as citizens 
cannot support a failed insti­
tution that is badly managed, 
is steeped in corruption and 
is above all, a big and bulky 
white elephant that reeks of 
inefficiency.
_  It is peculiar to India that a 
matter that should be decided 
and settled on the basis of 
economic viability and busi­
ness criteria becomes a politi­
cal issue. Some years ago a 
senior bureaucrat who headed 
the MeECL as its Chairman 
and Managing Director, ap­
parently engaged several 
contractual employees who 
could not be retrenched to­
day. This weight is being 
borne by the MeECL as if it 
is an employment agency and 
not a power production and 
distribution company. The 
MeECL should have been 
severed from Government 
control and should have been 
run by professionals. .

I was checking the profiles

of Chairpersons and Manag­
ing Directors of the some 
power producing companies 
and all of them have pro­
fessionals at the helm. The 
CMD of National Thermal 
Power Corporation (NTPC), 
Gurdeep Singh, is a Mechani­
cal Engineer with over three 
decades of experience in the 
power generation sector. He 
started his career with NTPC 
Limited and has worked at 
various levels both in Indian 
and Multi-national Compa­
nies namely Powergen, CLP, 
IDFC, CESC and AES. He 
has worked in different areas 
of the Power Sector ranging 
from business development, 
projects and operations. Prior 
to joining NTPC, Singh was 
Managing Director, Gujarat 
State Electricity Corporation 
Limited.

VK Siiigh the CMD 
NEEPCo since 2019 has a 
background of over 36 years 
in Hydro, Gas Based and 
Solar Power generation start­
ing from feasibility studies 
to sizing, selection, design 
& engineering, construc­
tion, project management, 
operation & maintenance. 
His forte lies in hydro power 
development chain viz. con­
tracts, commercials and busi­
ness development apart from 
in-depth understanding of 
emerging policy and regula­
tory issues of the power sec­
tor as a whole. He has wide 
international exposure in the 
power sector and has been 
trained/worked at various in­
ternational facilities of global 
power equipment giants like 
GEC Alsthom, ANDRITZ 
HYDRO and SIEMENS T&D 
in France and Austria..

This informs us that gen­
eralist bureaucrats who had 
been heading the MeSEB and 
later the MeECL don’t bring 
with them the qualifications 
needed to run die Corpora­
tion in a businesslike manner 
and to develop a sustainable 
business model for it. Also 
they cannot cross swords with 
politicians who have used the 
Board and later the Corpora­
tion as their milking cow. 
Sadly, no one has stopped 
them in their tracks. Now that 
the shit has hit the ceiling one 
hopes that hard decisions will 
be taken without giving in to 
all kinds of mushy sentiments 
from people who have sucked 
the MeECL dry. And we can 
do without further lying on 
this score. Tell us what we 
need to know but not in instal­
ments. Enough is enough. The 
t)y CM and the Power Minis­
ter both have lost credibility. 
They should now just shut up 
and stop the lying.

Let truth 
prevail

Editor,
This refers to the letter 

published in your esteemed 
paper (ST March 31, 2021), 
where L. Kharbithai had 
praised the CMD, MeECL 
for the surprise check at 
Byrnihat Sub Station that 
supplies electricity to the in­
dustries in those areas. This 
surprise checked was done 
on January 26,2021. As we 
are all aware, prior to this i.e. 
on the January 15, 2021 the 
AEE (Vigilance) along with 
the MTI engineer had caught 
red handed Shree Sai Prakash 
Alloy (P) Ltd for connecting 
a tampering device to reduce 
energy consumption. As 
per IE Act, 2003, the AEE 
(Vigilance) promptly filed 
an FIR at Byrnihat Police 
Outpost and also served 
the compensation bill of Rs 
3.48 crores. Surprisingly, 
the CMD, MeECL waived 
off 50% of that amount. The 
questions that need to be 
asked here are:

If the CMD on his sur­
prise check found that there 
was electrical theft, then 
what kept him from filing 
an FIR at Byrnihat Police 
outpost as was done by the 
AEE (Vigilance) earlier?

Why the CMD did not 
call for an explanation from 
the concerned field engi­
neers?

W h y  in f o r m  th e  p r e s s

after a lapse of so many 
days?

L. Kharbithai has also 
urged the CMD to find out 
more about the scams for 
purchase of poles and other 
equipments. For the knowl­
edge of the writer, MeECL 
has a fixed rate for all ma­
terials and equipments duly 
approved by the Board of 
Directors of MeECL. All the 
estimates are based on this 
rate only. He/she should also 
know that the materials lying 
unused as he alleged are of 
the Saubhagya Schemes for 
village electrification where 
the supply and work is being 
executed by M/s Satnam 
Global Infra Ltd, where the 
prices of these materials are 
50 to 100 % more than the 
approved rate of MeECL. 
Also this same firm has got 
the work of another central 
scheme namely Enetrprise 
Resource Planning (ERP) 
Project where the rate quoted 
by M/s Satnam Global are 
way too high than the market 
rate. For example, the cost 
of Work Station PC that 
comprises a computer table, 
chair, UPS is Rs.3,36,300 
each and that of the Net­
work Laser Jet Printer is 
Rs. 1,19,888 each.

Let the CMD and the 
State Government call for 
a CBI enquiry right from 
the energy theft at Byrnihat 
Industrial Estate and to the 
different central schemes 
where the cost of the equip­
ments are way beyond the 
estimated amount.

Yours etc., 
L. D. Lyngdoh 

Contractor & Supplier, 
MeECL, Shillong-5

Cut the 
flip-flop!

Editor,
The British left a long 

time ago! What the city 
desperately needs right now 
is a park that will provide 
a breathing space for city 
dwellers. The city has be­
come increasingly congested 
and what everyone needs 
every now and then is a 
park that will enable them 
to relax and rejuvenate them­
selves. What the MLA from 
Pynthor-Umkhrah said about 
Golf Links stems from an 
elitist mindset. We don't need 
a new set of colonizers in 
the foim of politicians and 
bureaucrats who will set 
rules which will suit their 
elitist lifestyles. If the Gov­
ernment is concerned about 
public welfare then it should 
make sincere efforts to try 
and convert Golf Links into 
a park. Once that happens 
the concerned authorities 
should plant more trees so 
as to make the park a haven 
for people longing for a 
breath of fresh air. I once 
saw a documentary about 
Chapultepac, the largest city 
park in Mexico City. The 
park has done an incredible 
amount of environmental 

■ good to the city dwellers. It 
is an eco log ica l lifeline to the 
people of Mexico City. Such

incredible natural landmarks 
should inspire the concerned 
authorities in our city to 
make an effort to breathe 
fresh air into a city which 
has regressed into a polluted 
and congested city with each 
passing day.

Yours etc., 
Gary Marbaniang, 

Via email

Road in dire 
need of repair

Editor,
The residents of Sank- 

e r-M aw ro h -U m sh in g - 
Mawkynroh are facing insur­
mountable problems as the 
road from Mawroh junction 
(Soul’s Kitchen point) to 
Mawkynroh junction (Nehu- 
Mawtawar road) is in very 
bad shape and is in urgent 
need of repair. The road is in 
such a pathetic condition that 
there are potholes all along 
this stretch, even as the road 
is undergoing earthwork for 
widening. There was some 
ray of hope a few months ago 
when there was earth cutting 
in full swing. However it is 
very sad to say that the work 
for the past few weeks is 
extremely slow for reasons 
unknown. The public has to 
put up with the dust and the 
nearby buildings are covered 
in red/brown dust. Through 
this write up I request the 
construction firm, whether it
is th e  P W D  o r a  p riv a te  firm
to please speed up the work 
before the rainy season starts 
as the road will be difficult to

drive then because of mud 
and slush. It was reported in 
a vernacular paper more than 
one ,year that 12.50 crores 
has been sanctioned to re- lay 
the road from Mawroh to 
Umjarain from the Central 
Road Funds. There have 
been many inspections con­
ducted by the PWD officials 
and also by the respected 
MLA, PT Sawkmie. How­
ever, the work is moving at 
a very slow pace. Presently, 
the road is in bad shape and 
all I pray through this letter is 
for die PWD to do some mi­
nor repairs to make it pliable 
till the major reconstruction 
is done. Residents along this 
stretch also need to voice 
their concern for common 
public welfare.

Yours etc., 
Reward Rymbai, 

Umshing-Block 2, Mawlai

Kudos 
DC’s Office 

Shillong!
Editor,
I take this opportuni­

ty through your esteemed 
newspaper to extend my 
sincere appreciation to 
Ms Isawanda Laloo, IAS, 
Deputy Commissioner, East 
Khasi Hills under whose 
able leadership we have 
seen the DC’s office, East 
Khasi Hills becoming more 
people-friendly and more 
engaging through virtual 
platforms. Through personal 
experiences, I have seen that

the e-communication depart­
ment of the DC’s office has 
become much more acces­
sible, and the action taken by 
it has also been very prompt 
and satisfactory. These days, 
one does not even need to 
visit the DC’s office for their 
various works as most have 
been solved online. Further­
more, I would like to extend 
my sincere appreciation to 
Ms. Balakyntiew Ranee, 
MCS, Addl. Deputy Com­
missioner, East Khasi Hills, 
who has been extremely 
efficient in dealing with 
matters of issuing important 
certificates such as Sched­
uled Tribe, Scheduled Caste, 
PRCs, Residence, etc. Under 
Ms Ranee's charge, we have 
seen that the time gap for 
disposal of applications has 
significantly reduced and 
errors minimised, unlike 
past instances where, to be 
frank, innocent citizens were 
harassed at every turn for 
getting their work done by 
the past dispensations.

Such competent officers 
give us hope that things will 
indeed turn out for the better 
in our State. They act as role 
models for all civil servants, 
present and future.

Yours etc, 
Keith Nongsteng

Via email

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Autism: The 
way forward 
for inclusion

By Dr Shabina Ahmed
April 2nd marks the cel­

ebration of the 14th anniver­
sary of the UN World Autism 
Awareness Day (WAAD). 
It was instituted in 2007 to 
increase global awareness 
of the prevalence arid rel­
evant issues of Autism, to 
stimulate one to learn more 
about the problem, thereby 
upholding and standing for 
the rights of these children 
for a right-based existence. 
WAAD is one of only 4 
specifically health related 
UN Observance days, which 
serves as a powerful advo­
cacy tool.

Autism as a condition 
was mentioned wiay back 
in 1911 by the Swiss psy­
chiatrist Eugen Bleuler, and 
it was thought to be a psy­
chiatric problem but over 
the years we have come to 
the understanding that is a 
social emotional disorder 
as expressed by Leo Kan- 
ner in 1944. Then Hans 
Asperger, an Austrian pe­
diatrician, found that most of 
the children are intelligent, 
differentiating them from 
schizophrenia. Today we 
know it as a developmental 
problem. Their main areas of 
deficit are in social behavior, 
communication, cognition 
and imagination.

Autism may present as 
a delayed speech in some 
cases as early as two years 
of life, but as they get older, 
they begin to speak but we 
need to be aware that this is 
not a cure-level of autism. 
What we need to look into, is 
the long-term development 
consequences of the applica­
bility of speech and thinking. 
They begin functioning at a 
time much behind the nor­
mal age of their peers.

They have streaks of 
abilities and interests and 
have peculiarities of motiva­
tion and joint attention that 
keep them isolated from 
their peers. Just as we are 
all different individuals, so 
is every child with Autism. 
They have varied presen­
tations and levels in the 
symptomatology in social 
communication develop­
ment. TTiis led to the term 
Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD). Amidst this um­
brella term lies the children 
labelled as high-functioning 
or low-functioning. But the 
question is: what is the de­
ciding criteria ? Is being 
verbal a high-functioning 
child? But he may have 
sensory challenges and may 
not like to stay in school. Is it 
low-functioning if the child 
cannot use spoken language, 
but may be successful if 
we nurture him as per his 
interests and skills? It is now 
time to ponder that neither 
of the functioning levels 
describes the level of ability 
or function across multiple 
tasks. There is no optimal 
criteria to measure autism as 
a unitary construct.

The children, and adults . 
too, with autism have long 
faced many inequalities, 
further exacerbated by the 
pandemic. This includes 
discriminatory employment 
practices, giving rise to un­
der or unemployment of this 
population. The theme of 
‘Inclusion in the workplace’ 
thus resonates more. The 
present trend of management 
is focused on, that people 
with autism must change, 
in order to accommodate to 
the so called, non-autistic 
world. This is indeed very 
stressful and often we need 
to deal with anxiety, sleep 
problems, plateauing in their 
development and becomes 
withdrawn, which often is 
recognised as an abnormal 
behaviour. Research has 
shown that older persons 
with autism have expressed 
that they want subjective 
wellbeing and adaptive skill 
assistance rather than neu- 
rotypical functioning. If we 
have a right based approach 
in keeping with the United 
Nations convention, it is

time to listen.
The Sustainable Develop­

ment Goals give us a format, 
among others, to productive 
employment for all, includ­
ing those with disabilities. 
Article 27 of the UN Con­
vention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 
also recognizes the right of 
persons with disabilities to 
work, on an equal basis with 
others, in an open inclusive 
environment. The pandemic 
has thrown up new ways of 
working, especially with 
remote-based technologies, 
giving boost to an inclusive 
hiring practice, away from a 
traditional workplace milieu. 
The latter is less stressful 
for them, and also to . teach­
ing and stimulating in a 
naturalistic environment, as 
evidenced during the pan­
demic where teaching was 
home-based and naturalistic. 
This again is a sustainable 
methodology.

Autistic persons have 
a different ‘brain wiring’ 
within the normal variation 
in humans, giving rise to 
the concept of being ‘neu- 
rodiverse’. Neurodiversity 
proponents believe that au­
tism is caused by biological 
factors, celebrate it as a part 
of natural human variety 
(Armstrong 2010). They 
regard atypical neurological 
development as a normal hu­
man difference and this gives 
us three ways of responding 
; do we work to prevent 
this happening ,or work to 
ameliorate or to celebrate? 
The question that arises is 
why we cannot negotiate a 
place for them amidst the 
neurotypical? A strength- 
based'focus counteracts the 
deficit View, as a large group 
of children have unique 
positive traits and they are 
very passionate about their 
interests and spend a lot of 
time, energy and imagina­
tion, this certainly calls for 
channelization.

Further, one advantage 
we have is they are not 
tied to social expectations, 
they are methodical in their 
work, and often seen to be 
technologically oriented. 
They have an innate skill in 
pattern recognition, logical 
reasoning and picking out 
irregularities in data. Seeing 
these qualities some IT com­
panies are noiw employing 
them, thus highlighting the 
importance of harnessing 
autistic traits in developmen- 
tally beneficial ways.

We have sketchy data on 
the exact extent of autistn 
in India, but none on their 
employment. Many NGOs, 
especially EnAble India, 
has training programs for 
autistic individuals geared 
for employment, and though 
we have many Indian IT 
companies, it is SAP Labs 
India that has had an encour­
aging recruitment of autistic 
individuals. Globally, a very 
successful move has been 
the Danish model of recruit­
ment of high-functioning 
adults to the IT based Spe- 
cialisteme Foundation, that 
has a collaboration with the 
UN Department of Global 
Communications and UN 
Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs.

Learning about neurodi­
versity may serve as a turn­
ing point towards a more 
holistic concept of autism, 
and may represent conver­
gence of social and medical 
models. Positive framing 
often helps parents and child 
interaction to improve.

The 2021 World Autism 
Awareness Day observance 
give us all an opportunity 
to look at the talent pool 
of autistic persons that we 
have denied to be part of the 
labour market.

Dr Shabina Ahmed, MD, 
FIAP, is the Founder Di­
rector and Developmental 
Pediatrician Assam Autism 
Foundation & National 
Awardee o f Child Welfare 
2014.
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Autu 
frien
G ayatri Patwardhan who lives in Salt Lake area 

o f Kolkata was at her w its’ end when her gas 
cylinder got over just two weeks after the first 

lockdown. She did not what to do.
After the horrific Amphan cyclone that ravaged 

West Bengal in May last year and when the lockdown 
was still on, Hemant Mukhopadhyay lost touch with 
his children who live abroad due to internet connec­
tion failure. “Living alone and not being able to talk 
to my grandkids was unbearable for me,” says the 
senior citizen .

Mukhopadhyay was not the only one. With chil­
dren travelling or settled overseas many of the senior 
citizens live alone in metros these days and face the 
same sense of isolation.

With the pandemic there was an additional prob­
lem. The seniors are highly dependent on domestic 
helps to do the chores but now they could not travel 
to the city from the suburbs where they live due to the 
lockdown. Insecure about contacting the virus if  they 
stepped out, unable to go out to buy their essentials, 
“Many of us in our building would share our stuff and 
eat frugally as going out was a fearful proposition ,” 
confesses Bobby Mahato who stays in multi storeyed 
building in Kolkata’s Ultadanga area.

“We haven’t seen our children for 
a long time now as we can’t operate 
Zoom like devices. Today our kids 
can no longer say that we are just a 
phone call away,” rues 87-year-old 
Debopriyo Majumdar, whose son is 
settled in Seattle who also keeps wor­
rying for the elderly father.

While the virus has digitized our 
lives, m ost senior citizens cannot 
handle virtual meets and online plat­
forms without training, and this has 
led to a kind o f digital divide.

But demand generates supply, to 
repeat an old adage in Economics.
To cater to needs of senior citizens 
in such situations, now have emerged 
many a service and support start-ups.
Suchint M urali, based in Chennai, 
grouped with her two friends Puja 
Jalan and Gayatri Suvesh and decided 
to provide support to the elderly in
2019. The idea incubated into a 
company, called Sakhi41ife, little 
knowing that the pandemic was wait­
ing in the wings.

“Before the pandemic, there was

The num ber o f  senior citizens in the country is 
increasing. M any o f them  today have to live  
alone as children live abroad or are on w ork  
assignm ents for long periods. To cater to their 
daily needs, m agnified during the pandem ic, 
start-up com panies are com ing up to 
extend a help ing hand, finds A nju M unshi

resistance as they wouldn’t want to spend money 
and would often say that they had good friends and 
neighbors who would help them should there be any 
requirement for assistance, “ recalls Murali. “Now 
caught off-guard, they realised the importance of 
caregivers and helpers even though for a chargeas 
suddenly they were deprived of helps .The friends and 
the neighbours couldn’t do anything about it.”

Sakhi41ife charges a nominal amount and takes care 
to tackle problems like social isolation, loneliness, 
grief, as well as buying household stuff, medicines, 
arranging doctors’ visits, vaccinations- factors that 
generally make seniors feel vulnerable and depressed. 
Many of then have an anxiety syndrome lest they fall 
ill or get hospitalised during the pandemic. The virus 
fear has robbed them of their coping mechanism too, 

according to medical experts.
With the pandemic it became very 

challenging, says Murali. “We had 
to queue up for two hours at least to 
buy provisions and then supply these 
at the doorstep as no elderly person 
was allowed to go outside.”

“ The ch ild ren  in o u t-s ta tio n s  
wanted to help their parents and were 
more than willing to spend on this 
facility since they couldn’t be there 
them selves. This concern for the 
welfare of their parents multiplied as 
they suddenly realised the importance 
of our services, the lockdown being 
an eye-opener .”

‘Cycle Soldiers’ was the brainchild 
of Arvind Kumar, a student of Lak- 
shmipat Singhania Academy, batch 
2017, Kolkata. He started this service 
along with his volunteer friends by 
providing help to senior citizens dur­
ing the lockdown. Anything that the 
senior citizens required like medi­
cines, gas cylinders, daily essentials 
were delivered by these energetic 
volunteers on wheels.

Says Arvind, “One day, I was sent by my mother 
to my grandmother’s place with some essential sup­
plies on a bicycle. That made me think as to how the 
older population of the city was coping up in these 
tough times.”

He made a pledge to himself whilst peddling, that 
he would offer services to the geriatric community 
of the city.

He did have teething problems with the police en­
quiring why he was out cycling during the lockdown. 
“But on explaining to them my aim and objectives, the' 
officer stamped my permit and wished me luck.”

Calls from London, Dubai, Doha, USA soon poured 
in by children seeking assistance for their parents, 
as they could not visit the city and the flights were 
grounded.

The cycle soldiers helped the seniors handle bank 
accounts, enabled them to connect with their children 
digitally, besides buying provisions and paying their 
bills online.

Today there are also other organisations like 
Delhi-based Emoha Eldersare (now branching out to 
other places) and Dependablez, Kolkata, that provide 
nursing home care for the seniors with food, medicine 
and groceries on door step delivery.

Many other organisations have woken up to the 
need o f geriatric assistance beyond these, like, 
dependable companionship services .assisted trips, 
payment of bills, assisting elderly with special needk 
like Parkinson’s and Dementia, taking them out On 
wheelchairs for movies, a walk in the nearby park 
or to a mall.

At times the counsellors visit them at home to cha'1; 
and make them do some exercises. “After every visit 
many elderly persons seem to forget us, so we have" 
to reintroduce ourselves. But i t’s so fulfilling to see 
them smile and talk that it gives us immense happi­
ness,” says Murali.

It was not only age but also gender that come up 
with specific issues, says Sugato Das, a social activ­
ist. “Elderly women have their own vulnerabilities^ 
they need communication support , especially when 
it is digitalized and virtual.”

Similarly, there are other requirements too for the 
senior citizens that go unnoticed. They have to a£- 

' range house help, cleaners, door cutters, fire saving 
equipment, oxygen tanks, immediate assistance in 
case of falls and accidents, electric shocks. These are 
all emergency measures to assist the elderly.

Someone has to take charge and with time people 
are realising that a strong support system is needed 
for people in their autumn years. (TWF)

A school’s tale narrated 
through architecture

By Archana Sharma

S ituated in the centre of the 
Thar D esert in R ajasthan, 
a school building made of 

yellow  sandstone is te lling  the 
sto ry  o f  su s ta in a b ility  fo r its  
arch itectural m arvel as the stu­
dents can study and play in the 
p ro tec ted  courtyard  here w ith ­
out w orrying about the extreme 
weather outside. This, at a time 
when tem peratures keep soaring 
and the harsh winds cause sand to 
blow throughout the day.

The school is built as an oval­
shaped structure and blends with 
the desert landscape with no air 
conditioners installed inside the 
building but the beautiful Jali wall 
at the roofs and solar installations 
ensure that sustainable principles 
are followed at length.

Named the Rajkum ari Ratna- 
vati G irls' School, the building is 
designed by Diana Kellogg Archi­
tects and is funded by CITTA, an 
in ternational non-profit founded 
by M ich ae l D aube, aim ing  at 
en ticing  the local com m unities 
to send their girls to school. It 
w ill also encourage craftspeople 
to im part sk ills  such as w eav­
ing and printing to the students' 
m others and aunts, and make it a 
m arketplace to exhibit and sell 
their goods.

The school building is situated 
ju st a six-minute drive away from 
Ja isa lm e r 's  fam ous Sam Sand 
Dunes in Kanoi village and has 
been constructed with the idea of 
blending tourism , culture, crafts­
manship and other unique aspects 
of Jaisalm er to open up a concept 
of economic avenue.

A lthough the school planned 
to start its operations in March 
2021, it could not start operat­

ing due to COVID. However, the 
design theme of the school has al­
ready starting making waves due 
to the beautiful structure which is 
quite im pressive visually.

"T he R a jk u m ari R a tn a v a ti  
School w ill be offered to girls 
below the poverty line residing 
in the Thar Desert region of Jais­
almer. The facilities will include 
classroom s, a library, a computer 
centre, and a bus facility to trans­

port girls from neighbouring v il­
lages. The school w ill provide 
education for an estimated 400+ 
girls from kindergarten through 
class 10. It will have a midday- 
meal programme to ensure proper 
nutrition for the students as well 
as lessen fam ilies' financial bur­
den," says the CITTA website.

CITTA's second goal is to en­
hance gender parity in the region 
through the Women's C oopera­

tive.
While girls receive education 

at the girls school, local artisans 
w ill teach  m others and o ther 
women weaving and embroidery 
techn iques from the Jaisalm er 
region that are on the verge of 
being forgotten. The traditional 
techniques paired with contem ­
porary designers w ill produce 
in terna tional quality  item s for 
the global marketplace, thereby

diversifying and enhancing the 
local economy, it adds.

The school building has a Cen­
tral Hall which will act as the Girls 
School and the Women's Coopera­
tive, enhancing both programmes 
forming the completed GYAAN 
Centre. Strongly follow ing the 
princip les of women em power­
m ent, the GYAAN Centre w ill 
invite renowned female artists, 
designers education advocates to 
create artwork, host events and 
present installations.

According to the CITTA portal, 
"The space will also periodically 
act as a marketplace to share the 
women's creations with tourists 
venturing to the nearby dunes to

experience the sunset."
A ccording to M ichael, "The 

school will help bring together 
cu ltu re , grow th o p p o rtu n itie s  
for women, and tourism , all of 
which will create a "ripple in the 
desert."

The school has been construct­
ed on land donated by Manvendra 
Singh Shekhawat, owner of the 
Suryagarh  Palace ho tel and a 
director for CITTA Foundation 
India. Indian fashion designer 
Sabyasachi Mukherjee also col­
laborated with CITTA to create 
uniforms for the students of this 
school and also re leased  im ­
ages showcasing the blue-maroon 
Ajrakh uniforms. (IANS)
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Rediscovering Mir
By Vishnu Makhijani

M ir Taqi Mir (1723-1810) 
was not only Urdu's first 
great poet but also the most 

prolific one with around 13,500 
couplets to his name. He is credited 
with giving shape and structure to 
the Urdu language itself, is counted 
among the five major poets of the 
language along with Mirza Ghalib, 
Mir Anees Allama Iqbal and Josh 
Malihabadi and is often mentioned 
as 'Khuda-e-Sukhan' (God of Posey 
or poetry).

But, he is also grossly misunder­
stood outside the academic world, to 
correct which noted Urdu litterateur 
Gopi Chand Narang has penned the 
seminal work "The Hidden Garden" 
ahead of the 300th anniversary two 
years hence of one of the principal 
poets of the Delhi School of Urdu 
ghazals.

It goes back to 1984, when, af­
ter working over several months, 
Narang had delivered a scholarly 
paper on Mir's poetry at a memorial 
lecture in Karachi that was u lti­
mately published as a book titled 
"Usloobiyaat-e Mir" in 1985.

"This text was written in scholarly 
language for an academic audience, 
and I'm happy to report that the book 
is part of advanced studies of Urdu 
literature in several colleges and 
universities all over the country. 
Over time, I felt the need to bring 
tay main research findings about Mir 
to a wider non-academic audience," 
the 90-year-old Narang, who writes 
in both English and Urdu, told IANS 
in an interview.

"This was considered especially 
important because we are approach­
ing the 300th birth anniversary of 
Mir in 2023. That is how 'The Hid­
den Garden' came into being and that 
is why it is written in an engaging 
style that an ordinary reader can 
use to gain knowledge about Mir's 
life events and enjoy his riveting 
verse without being bothered by the 
analytics that appeal to a more aca­
demic audience," Narang, who has 
the rare honour of being bestowed 
as the Professor Emeritus by both 
University of Delhi and Jamia Millia 
Islamia, explained.

Written in Urdu and translated

by Narang's long-tim e associate 
Surinder Deol, the book has been 
published by Penguin/Viking.

As Narang researched further, he 
read almost every word written by 
Mir, taking copious notes and read 
virtually everything that was written 
about him.

"My immediate reaction was a 
shock and a surprise. The shock 
came from the finding that even 
some of the more eminent critics 
failed to have a more balanced ap­
preciation of Mir's poetry. There 
were two com m on m isgiv ings. 
First, Mir's high was really high, 
but his low was almost like trash. 
The good part was therefore limited

to only seventy-two nishtars (lan­
cets). This meant that there was no 
balance or no assurance of quality 
in Mir's verse. Also, if  you have 
read those seventy-two nishtars, 
there was no need for you to go 
any further.

"This was a wrong assessment. 
What was considered low was not 
well understood by the critics.

"Second, it was mentioned that 
Mir's poetry was too simple to gain 
any critical appreciation. This was 
also wrong because Mir's 'simplicity' 
has layers of complexity. Mir mostly 
avoided writing in the Persian style 
that was prevalent in his time. He 
preferred the language that people

spoke in Agra, Delhi, and Lucknow. 
But within that apparent simplic­
ity of language, he inducted the 
complexity of his thought-forms. 
Once again, the critics failed to 

.capture this difference," Narang 
elaborated.

Thus, it is important to understand 
Mir's life's key events so that the 
reader becomes familiar with the 
roots of his pain and scars of his 
psyche. "He is like a candle that 
burns and melts continuously. Mir 
is not only a poet of unrequited 
love; his voice reveals and recreates 
echoes of the medieval age's soul- 
touching transcendental thought of 
the bhakti tradition and spirituality," 
Narang explained.

"We know that we cannot fully 
know about the tragic mass suffer­
ing caused by 1857 without going 
through Ghalib's letters. In the same 
way, we cannot appreciate the mag­
nitude of horrible pillage, plunder 
and ruination that happened during 
the invasions of Nadir Shah (1739) 
and the repeated plunder of Ahmad 
Shah Abdali (from 1747 onwards) 
and also the infighting between Jats, 
Marhatas, Rohellas and others with­
out going into the soul of Mir's verse 
and his life," Narang said.

This reveals the parallel between 
the times Mir lived in and the-pres- 
ent day world.

"Mir's story is not just his own 
story, it is a testament to the miser­
ies suffered by Delhi as a city and 
by its residents. It is a story of the 
river of fire he had to wade through 
to survive in those times: 'Ujre 
nagar mein jaise jale hai charagh 
ek' (in a pillaged town engulfed in 
darkness shines a distant tiny lamp 
somewhere). Mir is a poet of the fire 
of love and torment that impacts us 
slowly. He is a poet of agony and 
suffering as well as courage and 
audacity.

"Mir's poetry is relevant in today's 
troubled world, the world shattered 
by the Covid-19 and economic un­
certainties," Narang said.

What next? What's his next proj­
ect?

"I am involved in several exciting 
projects that would probably unfold 
in the coming months. Please stay 
tuned," Narang concluded. (IANS)

Power of books 
and friendship

T he obsession with World War 
II continues — and from all 
indications, is not likely to 

die down anytime soon.
PARIS, 1939: Young, am bi­

tio u s, and tem pestuous, O dile 
Souchet has it all — Paul, her 
handsom e police officer beau; 
M argaret, her best friend from 
England; Remy, her twin brother 
who she adores; and a dream  
job at the American Library in 
Paris, working alongside the li­
brary's legendary director, Doro­
thy Reeder.

When World War II 
breaks out, Odile stands 
to lose everything she 
holds dear — in c lu d ­
ing her beloved library.
A fte r the N azi arm y 
marches into the City of 
Light and declares a war 
on words, Odile and her 
fellow  lib rarians jo in  
the Resistance with the 
best weapons they have: 
books, ^g a in  and again, 
they risk their lives to 
help their fellow Jew­
ish readers, but by war's 
end, Odile tastes the bit­
ter sting of unspeakable 
betrayal.

M ONTANA, 1983:
O dile 's  so lita ry  e x is ­
tence in gossipy sm all­
town Montana is unex­
pectedly interrupted by 
her neighbour Lily, a 
lonely teenager crav ­
ing adventure. As Lily 
uncovers m ore about 
Odile's mysterious past, 
they find they share not 
only a love of language 
but also the same lethal jealousy. 
O dile helps L ily  nav igate  the 
troubled waters of adolescence by 
always recommending the right 
book at the right time, never sus­
pecting that Lily will be the one 
to help her reckon with her own 
terrible secret.

B ased on a true W orld War 
II story, Janet Skeslien Charles' 
"The Paris Library" (Hachette) 
is an unforgettable novel about 
the power of books and the bonds

of friendship — and the ordinary 
heroes who can be found in the 
most perilous times and the quiet­
est places and the courage it takes 
to forgive.

Janet Skeslien Charles is the 
award-winning author of "Moon­
lig h t in O dessa" , w hich was 
published in ten languages. Her 
shorter work has appeared in re­
vues such as Slice and Montana 
Noir. She first became interested 
in the incredible true story of 
the librarians who stood up to
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the Nazi "Book Protector" Dr. 
Hermann Fuchs, who had full au­
thority over intellectual activity 
during the occupation, when she 
worked as the program's manager 
at the American Library in Paris. 
"The Paris Library" will be pub­
lished in th irty  countries. She 
divides her time between Montana , 
and Paris. V isit her at JSkes- 
lienCharles.com or connect with 
her on Twitter @SkeslienCharles. 
(IANS)

‘Star - Gazing’
By PI Ajai Bhambi Sunday, APRIL 4,2021

Moon trine Uranus on your solar return chart and It will give wonderful results for the 
whole year. You will J» promoted in your job. Your business will rise and you will 
make good profits. You win get many opportunities to rise In your profession. Your 
frandal position will keep getting better. You will also plan a major expansion in 
your business. Your government related work will get done You will also come in 

' contact with lot of influential person. You win be busy with business/work related trips 
' which w ill prove beneficial for you. You w ill also enjoy a warm and fulfilling 

relationship with a very charming person. Your elders will bless you. You can also 
plan to buy a new house/property. Your legal disputes will be resolved with the help 
of third persons. Auspicious functions will keep taking place.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

It will turn out to be an exciting week. You will enjoy wonderful 
health. Even your financial position is going to be stable. Good 
gains in business are indicated. You will explore your profes- 
sional contacts and make best use of them. You will also fulfill your 

■ responsibility properly. Your bosses will be happy with your
performance. You will also make plans to go abroad for education/ 
job. You will be happy with good news that you receive from your 

V. relatives. You will also enjoy wonderful love life. With success in 
love, marital life will be pleasant You will get support of your family 
members and friends. You will get rid of domestic problems. At this 
time, business trips will be pleasant You will have full satisfaction. 
You will be successful in doing any work. You will receive bless­
ings from your elders.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
You are going to have a very favorable time period. You will make 
progress in all aspects in your life. You will be meeting influential 
persons and get their support. Your performance at your work- 

r  place w ill also get appreciated. You will organize your work 
properly and smoothly. Additional responsibility may be given. 

V f lH fe f  Your bosses will also encourage a lot Financial position is going 
I j l j  to be stable and strong. You will also get cooperation in house 

hold work. You will have wonderful relations with loved ones. Your 
partner/spouse will keep on supporting you. Unmarried people 
will fall in love. You will also earn good money. The speed of work 
will increase. You will make progress in your life due to your 
intellect. You win also plan to go on a trip with your friends. 

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
It will turn out to be a veiy promising week for you. You will be 
dedicated in your work. And will be able to complete it in time. You 
win also grap attention of one and all at your workplace. In your job 

.  or business, you win khieve your goals and targets. You will work 
m l  hard and will have time for your family members too. You will get 

lK f lF  happiness from spouse/partner. You will be having peaceful 
atmosphere. The performance of your children in studies will 
please you. You will keep all your important files property and start 
a systematic routine. You will also get promotion in your job. 
Students will focus on their studies and they will get success also 
in exams. Meeting with people, enhancing social activities will 
give you success. Your name and fame will rise.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
It will turn out to be a fantastic week for you. All the ups and downs 
you were facing in your work will end and you will complete your 
work smoothly. You will also get support of your bosses and 
superiors. Your colleagues will also cooperate with you. You will 
have monetaiy gains. A new joWbusiness offer will come. You will 
also make preparations for an auspicious function in your house. 
You could also have some long business trips to make all of a 
sudden. It will turn out to be fruitful. According to your ability, you will 
get the money. Students will get success by doing hard work. In 
exams/interviews success will be achieved. You could also get 
attracted to spiritual matters. Eveiyone will support you fully. You 
will be happy in all situations.

Leo: (July 23 ■ August 23)
There will be tot of positive developments in your favor this week. 
You will make progress in your job. And will also enjoy mental 
peace. You will continue to work hard and also acquire practical 
knowledge. You will be vety busy with your official work. You will 
be able to give time to your family from your busy schedule. You will 
3)80 9®* succes? in an important exam/interview. The results will 

I come in your favor and it will remove your tension. It is a favorable
! time period for you. An auspicious event is expected in the family.

Your economic side will remain strong. You will also meet an 
i influential personality. Your income will rise. There will be an

atmosphere of happiness at home and at tie  workplace also.
I Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

_  This week is very favorable to have positive results in money
related matters. Your work plans will be successful. Your focus 

T w l  towards work will be gained. Peace will be there in the family and 
there will also be fulfillment of new work. New contacts will be

&

made. You will get happiness in personal life. Your spouse/ 
partner will give you a lot of comfort and satisfaction. You will also 
get an opportunity to meet your friends. Land related disputes be 
will resolved. You will also gk the affection of your mother. Income 
witt increase. And you will get success in your work due to hard 
work. Your expenses wfll also rise. You will work to improve your 
future. You will be treated with full humility.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
It will be a very enjoyable week for you. The time will be spent 
wonderfully with your family members. You may surprise your 
partner with an act much to his/her pleasure and comfort. Your 
good nature and qualities will come to the fore. You will believe in 
making others happy through your gestures. You will also be veiy 
practical in day to day activities. Some positive events will happen 
that you had not even imagined about. The obstacles that were 
there on the path of students will get removed. You will also obtain 
a victory in every task. There will be a happy atmosphere at home. 
Your deeds will fetch you respect. You will be miles ahead of 
people in terms of achievements and thoughts. 

Scorpio:(October 24 - November 22)
New doors of opportunities are opening up for you this week. The 
time is very joyful for you. You will get success in whatever you do. 

U  .  U  Your financial position is going to be stable. Money that was 
j / K P  blocked will come to you. Your life partner will walk shoulder to 

shoulder with you. You will spend some quality Sme with him/her. 
Your name and fame will also increase manifold. And you will get 
appreciation from people for your deeds and acts. Your behavior 
will be gentle. Your desires will get fulfilled. The mood of students 
will be good. They will work hard to get success. You will desire to 
learn something new. You will go for some new research. 

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
The beginning of the week is going to be fantastic. These are the 
days for doing something good. Your efforts win be appreciated 
and you will get rewarded suitably for your efforts. Whatever you 
do will be done with full loyalty and dedication. There will be give 
and take in business matters which will prove beneficial for you. 
You will move forward in the right direction because of your 
maturity and right thinking. Your relation will blossom into full 
fledge romance. Your entire attention will be on your house and 
family. You will feel relaxed. And enjoy time with loved ones. 

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
The favorable placement of planets is promising gains for you. 
You will make profit in business/work. You will also love peace and 
solitude. But it does not mean you will not be in touch with people.

,  You will just relax a bit to feel fresh and rejuvenated. You will enjoy
your work. There will be peace and calm in the family. You will also 
make plans for some new things. There will be material progress. 

v V  i t  You will also make plans to buy a house/vehicle. You will gain 
happiness and some of your desire will be fu lled . At this time, you 
will get money, respect and happiness. You will walk on the path 
of spirituality and develop religious inclinations. You will also 
remain disciplined and teach some values to your family members. 

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
It is going to be a week veiy well spent. You will have amazing time 
with your near and dear ones. You could come very close to 
someone you know already. You will introspect and analyze 
yourself. And will bring about a change in your communication 
and behavior. You will also get employment opportunity. Your 
eligibility will be revealed to everyone. You will also gain in 
partnership. You will also establish yourself in your office and 
officials will be happy with your work. You will do the best of work 
now. You will be satisfied to know that all your woiks are going 
according to your wish. Your bank balance will add on. The loan 
that you had given will be recovered. There will be an increase in 
efficiency and dexterityof doing work. Your entire attention will be 
on your objective. The time will be very peaceful and natural. You 
will also enjoy wonderful health.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
There will be tot to cheer and enjoy this week. Physical health will 
be good. You will try and keep your family away from all problems. 
You will keep a positive approach towards life. And will also finish 
your work with determination and courage. Your business deals 
will be successful. Change in plans will work to your advantage. 
You can also attend some function. Luck will be on your side. You 
will get a new job-opening. Time will be spent in happiness with 
your dear ones. And will be full of vigour and energy. Relations 
with siblings will be pleasant. Your opponents will try to dominate 
you but will not be able to succeed. You will feel a lot of love 
towards your dear ones, and relations with neighbors will also 
improve. The atmosphere at home will be wonderful.

Career in Poultry Science

By Ranjan K Baruah

The pandemic and lock down 
has taught us to be more 
self dependent and one area 

where business flourished is none 
other than poultry. Consumption of 
meats and eggs continued and the 
sector did not incur loss as there 
were demands. Whenever we go out 
for eating out then we realize the 
importance of poultry in chains like 
KFCs or any other restaurants. We 
can easily imagine the scope and 
opportunities in the field of poultry 
in the region or in the country.

"Poultry" can be defined as do­
mestic fowls, including chickens, 
turkeys, geese and ducks, raised for 
the production of meat or eggs and 
the word is aJso used for the flesh 
of these birds used as food. Poultry 
farming is the form of animal hus­
bandry which raises domesticated 
b irds such as chickens, ducks, 
turkeys and geese to produce meat 
or eggs for food. It has originated 
from the agricultural era. Poultry
-  mostly chickens -  are farmed in 
great numbers.

When there is demand there is 
undoubtedly a career scope in the 
field. For a successful person in 
this area is to study in agricultural 
colleges or universities. To be suc­
cessful in the poultry business one 
may not have a formal degree or 
diploma from universities but it is

always advisable to have academic 
qualification to excel in the field.

Career opportunities in poultry 
science are abundant which in­
cludes research, education, busi­
ness, consultant, manager, breeder, 
advertiser, poultry house designer, 
production technologist, process­
ing technologist, feeding technolo­
gist, value addition technologist, 
poultry economist, etc. and many 
more depending upon the aptitude 
and qualification.

Any asp iran t who w ants to 
become a poultry specialist and 
interested to pursue specialized 
jobs should complete first B.V.Sc 
and A.H (Bachelor of Veterinary 
Science and Animal Husbandry). 
The minimum qualification is 10+2 
with Physics, Chemistry, and Biol­
ogy (PCB) for completion of the 
B.V.Sc and AH. After completion 
of graduation degree, one may 
opt for a postgraduate programme 
of M.V.Sc (Master of Veterinary 
Science) and Ph.D. in poultry  
related disciplines to become a 
specialist.

There are many skill training 
courses which are short term and 
offered by specialization agencies 
and institutes in the country. Cen­
tral and state government extends 
their support and assistance to 
individuals or organizations who 
want to start poultry businesses. 
Commercial poultry farming in In­

dia has created profitable business 
openings for the Entrepreneurs. 
This business can provide a great 
employment source for potential 
entrepreneurs.

The Ministry of Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare, Government of 
India has four Central Poultry De­
velopment Organisations (Regional 
Directorate on Poultry develop­
ment). The Indian poultry market, 
consisting of broilers and eggs was 
worth INR 1,494 Billion in 2017. 
The market is further projected to 
reach INR 3,775 Billion by 2023, 
at a CAGR of 16.5% during 2018- 
2023.

There are demands or eggs and 
meats so scopes shall keep in in­
creasing. One must possess basic 
employability skills or entrepre­
neurial ideas to be successful in 
this field. Initially there might be 
challenge to be in this business but 
with proper planning and training 
and exposure any one can do won­
der in poultry farming or business. 
We should know that poultry is one 
of the fastest growing segments of 
the agricultural sector in India with 
an average growth rate of 8 to 10 
per cent per annum which shows 
the future associated with it.

(The author is a career men­
tor and skill trainer and can be 
reached at 8473943734 or bkran- 
jan@ gmail. com)
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“Faith is not the belief that God will do 
what you want It is the belief that God will 

do what is right ”
—  Max Lucado

The Shillong Times
Vol No.LXIIl No.227 SHILLONG, MONDAY. APRIL 5. 2021

Maoists and killing spree
THE large-scale deaths, 20 or more, of security 
personnel in a raid in forests of Chhattisgarh 
formed the second major incident of violence 
in the state during a phase of ‘tactical counter­
offensive’ planned by the ultras from February 
25 to April 20. Five security personnel were 
killed in a previous offensive on March 25, 
while some 17 jawans were killed in an attack in 
Sukma last year. Obviously, there were casual­
ties on the side of the militants too. But this was 
not unexpected. A top Maoist was among five 
persons killed in an offensive in Gadchiroli in 
Maharashtra five days ago. Last week, the NIA 
raided over 30 locations in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, and a few arrests have been made. 
Offensives against Maoists are ongoing in Od- 
isha and Bihar, with these seven states forming 
the contiguous centre-piece of the Maoist/Nax- 
alite movement in the country. Ten years ago, 
these leftist ultras were active in as many as 300 
districts. The killings of VC Shukla and others 
in 2013 was a major Maoist offensive. In recent 
years, there was a lull but the scenario seems to 
have worsened again. Governmental steps to 
tackle the problem of leftist violence are multi­
pronged. Nearly 120 security camps have been 
set up in vulnerable areas in Chhattisgarh in the 
past 20 years and road infra is being developed 
in interior areas where the problem is acute.

At the same time, the large-scale exploitation 
of the poor tribals and other disadvantaged sec­
tions of the people by vested interests in these 
states continue unabated. This scenario helps 
ultras recruit cadre. States like Chhattisgarh 
are strong with natural resources like mineral 
wealth. The poor hardly get anything out of the 
virtual loot o f  these by many with help from 
politicos and bureaucrats. Wages remain piti­
ably low and exploitation is massive. Cosmetic 
efforts will not help end the Maoist menace. 
Governments both in states and at the Centre 
showed little interest other than planning secu­
rity offensives in setting things right. Big sharks 
from outside these states land up, set up indus­
trial units and exploit the locals with political 
support. The entire liquor trade in Chhattisgarh, 
for instance, was controlled for years by associ­
ates of a top gun in Delhi. Native politicians too 
are largely corrupt and there is little of interest 
in mitigating the plight of the poor. Elections 
are manipulated with play of money power. Big 
talks from the pulpit too will not change the 
scenario for the better. Nor will the might of the 
security forces. Tackling Left Wing Extremism 
(LWE) requires better understanding of why it 
exists in the first place. ,

Overhauling 
MeECL is a 

must
Editor,
It is heartening to read 

the news that the MDA gov­
ernment is all geared up to 
overhaul MeECL - “Efforts 
on to reform MeECL, says 
Deputy CM (ST, April 1, 
2021). Well, the situation 
in which the state is now, 
“overhauling” the MeECL 
is a must. Here one clearly 
sees that even a “little delay” 
might further push the state 
into a more complex situa­
tion. A series of unforeseen 
crises might overwhelm the 
state, preventing the govern­
ment to execute the various 
developmental plans and 
policies. What’s more, the 
ensuing slugfest and blind 
accusation over the failures 
might further worsen the 
condition though MeECL’s 
imbroglio is purely a bad 
legacy inherited from the 
previous governments. I 
think the Power Minister is 
not wrong in his assertion.

Of course, hundreds of 
good works initiated by

any government will not be 
“noticeable” when we have a 
wobbly powerhouse. Does an 
exceptionally well-furnished 
apartment not look gloomy 
and dull if it is without elec­
tricity? It’s the responsibility 
of each of the citizens/lead­
ers to develop Meghalaya in 
every aspect. Hence given 
the present circumstances, 
instead of indulging in a 
blame game, we had better 
put concerted efforts to ad­
dress the vexed power issue 
at the earliest possible. When 
we have a brilliant lamppost 
overhead, we can list out 
the developmental programs 
for the state. So, let’s stand 
together and set a goal to 
achieve unitedly. I believe, 
this alone can quickly bright­
en up the state and cheer up 
each citizen.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

Of vested 
interests & 

sinister motives
Editor,
The surprise check carried

The state of affairs 
in the State

We are into one quarter 
of year and more than three 
years of the MDA govern­
ment rule but the state of 
affairs in Meghalaya leaves 
nothing for the people of 
the state to be proud of. The 
state of a few government or­
ganisations is in a poor shape 
and the NPP-led government 
has done itself a disservice 
by performing very badly 
particularly in the important 
areas like Education, Health­
care and Law & Order.

The law and order situa­
tion in the state is in abysmal 
condition and the perfor­
mance of the Home Depart­
ment leaves much to be 
desired. The performance 
of the police is way below 
the mark as crime it seems 
is being perpetrated with 
impunity. Perhaps it is not 
out of place to mention that 
there were two unfortunate 
crimes against under-aged 
girls in the East Jafitia hills 
but the police are yet to find 
any leads on who is involved 
in the two heinous crimes. 
The crimes which shocked 
the society to its core is when 
two minor girls were raped 
and murdered in two differ­
ent areas in the East Jafitia 
hills. The school going girls 
were not only raped but sadly 
also killed by the criminals. 
Unfortunately the police 
are yet to make any arrests 
and the perpetrator(s) of the 
crime are still roaming freely. 
The question the public are 
asking is why is this happen­
ing in the State?

The other crime which the 
police failed to crack is the 
assault case in the Golf Links 
area of Shillong which is an 
open public space. The case 
which the police initially 
described as a drunken brawl 
unfortunately took an ugly 
turn when one victim lost 
his life. Here too, the police 
have failed in their duty to 
nab the culprit. Till date/the 
police have not been able to 
make any arrest or even find 
any lead in the investigation. 
In fact it is rather unfortunate 
that the police in the state 
capital had to reach out and 
appeal to the public to help 
them if they have any in­
formation which could lead 
them to the people involved 
in the crime. Of course it is 
not unusual for police to seek 
public help to solve the crime 
but this definitely will put the 
Department in a bad light.

The question that arises 
is whether criminals are 
smarter than the police now? 
Or is it because of the kind 
of training that is imparted 
that is not up to the mark 
hence the police are not able 
to apprehend the criminals. 
Because of the poor perfor­
mance of the police, the other 
pertinent question that arises 
is - what kind of message is

By HHMohrmen

out by the CMD, Meghalaya 
Energy Corporation Limited 
revealing rampant power 
theft in the industrial areas of 
Byrnihat is a commendable 
and laudable act on the part 
of the CMD who took such a 
step to check and also put a 
stop to the corrupt practices 
going on in the department. 
But it seems this surprise 
check did not go down well 
with the employees of the 
MeECL, especially the en­
gineers.

On his visit to Rajabagan 
sub-station, the CMD car­
ried out a surprise inspection 
following an anonymous 
tip-off that there was rampant 
electricity theft going on in 
the industrial areas around 
Byrnihat and the involvement 
of MeECL officers including 
engineers. This then revealed 
that indeed there was a mas­
sive amount of power theft 
in these industrial areas. It 
also clearly shows that the 
engineers who are supposed 
to be performing their duties 
diligently and sincerely are 
in fact probably the ones re­
sponsible for this power theft 
to have happened in the first

the Department sending to 
the public at large. Will it 
not show the Department in a 
poor light? Whatever the rea­
son may be, the situation does 
not augur well for the reputa­
tion of the Police Department 
in particular and the Home 
Department in general.

The Police Department 
can claim in its defence that 
it is short of manpower which 
compels it to compromise on 
the service that it provides to 
the public, but the question 
is whether this is really true. 
How can the Department 
claim that it does have the re­
quired manpower when apart 
from the police station and 
outpost, the checkpoints all 
along the national highway 
are full of policemen? People 
who frequent the highway

ure to apprehend criminals. 
The state of affairs not only 
lowers the respect that the 
public had on the Police De­
partment, which is not at all 
good to begin with, but more 
importantly it will affect the 
morale of the force.

Then the other problem 
that is plaguing the state is the 
MeECL imbroglio. Although 
much has been written about 
the Corporation and the Man­
agement of the organisation, 
but the recent development 
will only help add more 
fuel to the fire. The surprise 
visit made by the CMD of the 
Corporation to the industrial 
estate located at Byrnihat has 
only confirmed what the pub­
lic had suspected for so long. 
Since the time the MeECL 
announced its first load shed-

The other crime which the police fa iled  
to crack is the assault case in the G olf 

Links area o f  Shillong which is an open 
public space. The case which the police 
initially described as a drunken brawl 
unfortunately took an ugly turn when 
one victim lost his life. Here too, the 

police have fa iled  in their duty to nab 
the culprit.

from Guwahati to Silchar or 
Agartala will confirm the fact 
that there are plenty of such 
stations, outposts or check­
points all along the road with 
no dearth of police personnel 
to man these units in all the 
different locations. Obvious­
ly the state government have 
enough police personnel to 
man the many police stations, 
outposts and checkpoints 
‘along the national highway’ 
but unfortunately they do 
not have enough personnel 
to investigate crimes com­
mitted against the citizens of 
the State.

The public now know 
where or what this Govern­
ment’s priority is and it is 
of course where the money 
is. The failure of the Police 
Department to arrest those 
involved in the mentioned 
crimes does not only show 
the Department in bad light, 
but it will also open a Pando­
ra’s box of problems for the 
Government. For instance the 
pressure groups have already 
threatened to organise pro­
tests if the Government fails 
to arrest the culprits involved 
in the Golf Links incident. 
And in such an eventuality 
the Government will have no 
one else but itself to blame 
for the consequences that will 
follow from the police fail-

ding the question that the 
public have been asking is 
how can MeECL go bankrupt 
when the public have never 
defaulted on their payment 
of their respective electricity 
bills. If the consumer has 
duly paid their dues then how 
can MeECL not have money 
to pay the dues to Power 
Companies?

The surprise inspection 
the CMD made only con­
firms what the public has 
always suspected that the 
problem is not with the or­
dinary consumers but it lies 
somewhere else. The reason 
MeECL failed to pay its due 
to the different agencies is 
not the failure of the general 
consumers but the evasion 
in payment made by the dif­
ferent industries located at 
Byrnihat. The industries in 
connivance with some of the 
staff of the Corporation post­
ed at Byrnihat are responsible 
for the revenue leak in the 
area. The staff that are sup­
posed to monitor the power 
consumption of the industries 
have instead facilitated the 
electricity theft which bleeds 
the Corporation dry.

While it remains to be 
seen what action will be tak­
en by the Corporation against 
those who are suspected to 
facilitate the electricity theft

place as technically it is only 
possible to be carried out by 
officers and engineers.

However, it seems this 
surprise visit of the CMD 
caught the MeECL officials 
off-guard. Thi is apropos 
the news report, “Surprise 
check reveals rampant power 
theft at Byrnihat” ST March 
30, 2021 mentioning that 
the MeECL employees had 
then written an anonymous 
letter on Monday against the 
CMD, MeECL for carrying 
out this surprise inspection. 
One may wonder why an 
anonymous letter follows im­
mediately after. The simple 
answer to this can be, that 
they were caught with their 
hands in the cookie jar and 
. as such their vested interests 
termed this visit as illegal. 
The act by the CMD to not 
give prior knowledge of his 
visit also might not have 
gone down well with these 
perpetrators. Had prior notice 
been given the officials and 
technicians involved in the 
power theft would have tried 
to do something quickly to 
save their faces and hide their 
wrongdoings. Following this

inspection, the CMD MeECL 
has called for an independent 
inquiry into the power theft 
case. He has also stated the 
he is planning to conduct 
more surprise inspections in 
the days to come.

The JAC comprising the 
MeECL Engineers Associa­
tion (MEA), the Association 
of Power Engineers (APOE) 
and the MeECL Accounts As­
sociation (MAA) are known 
for the series of protests and 
agitations they have been 
carrying out, especially since 
last year (2020). They are 
also the ones who demanded 
the removal of Ms A. Nikhla 
who was the then CMD of 
MeECL and its subsidiaries. 
It is worth noting here that 
ironically, the MeECL En­
gineers’Association are also 
the same ones who served 
a 14-day ultimatum to the 
State Government to remove 
the Power Minister of his 
portfolio and demanded the 
appointment of a senior IAS 
officer as CMD of the corpo­
ration within two weeks. It 
makes me wonder why they 
are so eager to get their de­
mands fulfilled? Why are so

in the area, the question is 
also about the pending bills 
of the cement companies in 
the Narpuh area. How many 
of the cement plants in the 
area have defaulted in their 
payment of electricity bill to 
the MeECL? If industries at 
Byrnihat have been able to 
manipulate their electricity 
bills, how can the Govern­
ment assure the public that the 
same thing had not happened 
with electricity bills of the 
cement plants?

It is rather sad that these 
same industries which have 
enjoyed all the subsidies of­
fered by 1he Government in 
the industrial policy which 
includes power subsidy are 
now defaulters in paying 
their power bills: The other 
important point to note is that 
the Byrnihat episode should 
not eclipse the issue at hand 
which has been flagged by 
concerned citizens of the 
state. The allegations made 
by the Corporation’s workers’ 
union which includes union 
of engineers with regards to 
the alleged corruption in the 
implementation of the cen­
trally sponsored Saubhagya 
scheme is very serious and 
needs to be investigated im­
mediately. The Government 
needs to order police investi­
gation into the alleged misap­
propriation of public fund by 
the staffs, or any officers of 
the Corporation.

Government should also 
clarify to the public with 
regards to the allegations 
against the proposed issue 
of installing smart meters at 
the residence of the consum­
ers. The Government should 
come clear with regards to 
the two projects which are 
already cloaked in contro­
versies. The pressure groups 
and the UDP should continue 
to pressurise the Government 
to ensure that the issue comes 
to a logical conclusion even 
if it has to be the resignation 
of the person who heads the 
Corporation because even 
if we at the end of the Holy 
Week the Power Minister 
unlike Pilate cannot wash his 
hands over what is happening 
in the Corporation.

It is sad that the image of 
these two important constitu­
ents of the Government has 
been damaged by the recent 
developments. The percep­
tion of the public on both 
the Police Department and 
MeECL has gone down in 
recent months. The sad part 
is not only because the state 
of affairs in these two agen­
cies has taken a beating but 
their prospects too are not too 
bright. The need of the hour 
for the two Organisations is 
to embark on a quick image- 
rebuilding effort to regain 
public trust once again.

Email: hhmohrmen67@ 
gmail.com

many agitations and protests 
being carried out by them? 
Why not work towards bring­
ing a change to the MeECL 
and the Power Department 
which is plagued and crippled 
by so many pertinent issues? 
With this new-found insight, 
one can only come to the 
conclusion that the demand 
to remove the CMD must be 
because of the fear of being 
found out. Fear that their 
vested interests shall come 
to the fore and they shall not 
be able to carry out the un­
derhand activities they have 
been doing for a long time. 
The anonymous letter that fol­
lowed could be another proof 
of the matter. Hence, at this 
point of time an independent 
probe is really the need of 
the hour.

Yours etc., 
Natasha Pariat 
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Culture of 
runners and 

beyond running
By Maitphang Syiem

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

“Culture of runners” is an 
uncommon and encouraging 
catchphrase as it does not 
only talek about the idea of 
running as a sport but speaks 
about building a community 
to be fit, healthy resilient at 
large and which also indirect­
ly corresponds to reaping and 
honoring nature’s bountiful 
gifts which are making it con­
ducive to build such culture. 
It is even more motivating 
to hear that such statements 
are made by people who 
are engaged in such activi­
ties promoting such culture 
and helping to bring such 
changes in the mindset of 
the populace. The captivating 
part is that anyone young or 
old can take a step forward 
participate and cultivate to 
bring about that culture in 
simplicity with finesse. Go­
ing by the statement of the 
WHO of health being a “state 
of complete physical, mental 
and social well being and not 
merely the absence of disease 
or infirmity, we clearly sep 
the importance of the three 
levels in particular. We are 
deemed healthy if those three 
are met. To be upfront the 
said culture would undoubt­
edly help the populace be it 
young or old to enhance the 
health capacity, build resil­
ience and immunity against 
any kind of unforeseen health 
hindrances.

If we ponder on the sci­
ence of running, or perhaps 
walking, there are a lot of 
things to take which perhaps 
we as laymen woul^l not 
understand but in general it 
is reflected to be simple like 
anyone would simply say “ 
well it is just a simple run” 
nothing much about it. Have 
we ever thought of the fact 
how it is even possible for hu­
mans to run that many miles? 
How men and women go 
running and walked distances 
to fetch water, to hunt, to 
tame live-stocks etc? These 
are just a few examples but 
there are a lot of things such 
as recuperating, building im­
munity, endurance, initiating, 
adaptation and acclimatiza­
tion etc. Perhaps experts on 
the subject can better explain. 
But isn’t it unique for the hu­
man system to achieve such 
unbelievable feats? Just take 
Out a few minutes and think 
about how blessed we are 
with such a powerful ma­
chine. But as is the case with 
every machine if the system 
is not augmented with some 
activities it is definitely going 
to go haywire. Our old Khasi 
connotation which says, “Ka 
met kaba khih kaba ksar ka 
dei ka met kaba koit kaba 
khiah,” ( a body which is en­
gaged in physical activities is 
a healthy body) is justifiable 
on the above-mentioned fact 
and is in conjunction with 
what running as a culture 
can bring, which is the multi­
dimensional change in the 
populace as a sport, a hobby, 
a conscience of valuing the 
natural aesthetic components, 
building the spirit of support, 
fellowship and sportsman­
ship.

With regards to running as 
an activity, it already existed 
way back in the early times. 
There were messengers who 
would run from place to place 
to deliver messages. In the 
ancient days running was a 
skill highly regarded by the 
royals as it was considered an 
asset, so we have a clear idea 
that it is already a natural trait 
that all of us already have. An 
interesting fact about Mara­
thon a well acclaimed sport 
in the running arena is that it 
originated in the early times 
and legend says that Pheidip- 
pides a Greek army man who 
was also the King’s mes­
senger ran that many mythic 
distances from Marathon to 
Athens to deliver the victori­
ous message to the king and 
on reaching he delivered the 
message but died due to ex­
haustion. This is the origin of 
the long distance run called 
the Marathon which was 
eventually incorporated into 
the modem sporting event in 
the Olympics and during the 
first Olympic held in Greece 
in 1896, Marathon was in­

troduced to commemorate 
Pheidippides’s run; the same 
locations was kept which 
was from Marathon to Ath­
ens - a distance of 40 Km or 
25 Miles back then.

On a general, note we 
associate a culture with the 
kind of life, food habits, and 
many other aspects which 
perhaps anthropologists can 
elucidate on, but how is it 
even pragmatic that running 
can also be a culture? It is 
quite uncommon indeed, but 
the fact is yes “Running “as 
a culture does exist in com­
munities around the globe 
and it is associated with the 
way of life and how people 
connect with each other, 
with the landscape , nature 
or a perhaps a religious 
affair. In other words it is 
their unique lifestyle. Sur­
prisingly somewhere in the 
remotest place of Mexico, 
the Copper Canyons, there 
exist a native American tribe 
called the Tarahumaras the 
“Running Tribe”, or “Run­
ners on Foot” as they say and 
they are bom to run literally. 
This unique culture runs 
in the Tarahumaras young 
and old folks, both men and 
women. Interestingly their 
running kit is nothing fancy. 
Itisjustasimple indigenous 
sandal called Huarache and 
with that they set out for 
long distances. Legend says 
that when the Tarahumaras 
were invited for a Marathon 
race the local governor sent 
women to compete and to 
the inviters’ dismay they 
were surprised at the gov­
ernor’s reply that a 42 km 
distance is a mere distance 
for women, so we can under­
stand what kind of a tradition 
and running culture the run­
ning tribe has.

The Tarahumaras don’t 
know what high blood pres­
sure, diabetes, heart dis­
eases, obesity etc is because 
this does not exist in their 
dictionary. Therefore, the 
point to emphasize here is 
that running or jogging as a 
lifestyle can really cut down 
on the major ailments which 
perhaps may arise out of a 
predisposed sedentary life­
style and this learning from 
the Tarahumaras is a major 
take-away.

Similarly we have a run­
ning culture among the Na­
tive American Navajo tribes 
and they believe that when 
they run they build a connec­
tion between the sky and the 
earth. Some take it as a ritual 
of prayers when they run and 
to some it is a way to be clos­
er with nature and people. 
Legend says that the native 
Navajo American tribes run 
distances to understand the 
landscape and the environ­
ment. It is seen that running 
as a tradition is a way to ap­
preciate nature. The writer 
here wishes to emphasize 
that running as an activity is 
beyond competition. There 
is more to what running as 
a culture can bring such as 
building a healthy lifestyle. 
Also running as an activ­
ity builds our self esteem, 
enhances our endurance, in­
creases our perseverance and 
helps stay focus. From the 
legends of the indigenous 
communities of the world 
it is indeed a great learning 
how running as an activity 
can change and touch lives 
and it is something we need 
to incorporate.

On the other hand, believe 
it or not, we in Meghalaya 
are so blessed because we 
have the best AQI; the best 
scenic beauty and terrain 
which undeniably makes it 
so conducive to cultivate 
running as a culture packed 
with the essence of appreci­
ating nature and leading a 
healthy lifestyle. On a seri­
ous note we can be a hub of 
runners who can be of the 
world class level. Perhaps 
we need to look much deeper 
on how to help build that 
culture of runners who not 
only run to compete but to 
runs with nature.

(The writer is a Geo- 
spatial Expert and an avid 
runner)
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Crimes against women escalate
LAW and order under the MDA Government 
has touched its nadir. In three months there 
have been three brutal murders of whom two 
are school going girls and the third whose half- 
naked body was found on Sunday being a young 
mother with an 8-month old infant. While one 
suspect has been arrested in the recent murder, 
the killers of the other two remain unknown. 
Jaintia Hills has become the epicentre of crime 
against women. For a region that is steeped 
in criminal activities such as illegal rat-hole 
mining and transportation of coal for well over 
six years since the NGT ban on coal mining in 
April 2014, the rise in crime is not surprising. 
On and off some FIRs are filed against trucks 
transporting coal illegally but those cases never 
result in charge-sheets or conviction. Everything 
remains a mirage that is soon forgotten. There 
is no one to hold the Police accountable. The 
Home Minister takes shelter in excuses and the 
public are apathetic. Those murdered come from 
families that have no clout and have to resign to 
their fates. A one-off protest by school students 
will hardly make a dent. Clearly Meghalaya has 
reached a point where criminals have the upper 
hand. They are not arrested and if arrested are 
let out on bail for want of evidence. Police in­
vestigation continues to remain shoddy.

Take the case of the murderous assault on ac­
tivists Agnes Kharshiing and Amita Sangma in 
November 2018. One suspect who was arrested 
is out on bail. He is also a prominent member 
of the NPP -  the political party that leads the 
present coalition government in the state. The 
tall claims about Meghalaya being a matrilineal 
society where women hold a privileged status 
is a carefully told lie to the outside world. The 
rising crimes against women tell their own story. 
In all this it is interesting that the State Commis­
sion for Women has been without a Chairperson 
after the previous one demitted office. If justice 
and fairness is what is desired then why do 
women’s groups and the plethora of NGOs look­
ing after women’s rights not protest when the 
Government appoints as chairperson someone 
whose loyalties lie with the Government rather 
than with the cause of women’s empowerment 
and justice? Earlier a Search and Selection 
Committee for a Chairperson was proposed by 
women’s rights activists. It is doubtful if that 
Committed is still functional and if  a name of 
the next Chairperson has been proposed. These 
delays in appointing persons to important posi­
tions of ombudsman over women-related issues 
suggest that the Government is insincere about 
its claims of protecting women and children 
from all forms of injustices. Government cannot 
be allowed to get away with this.

MeECL impasse

UDP’s blatant hypocrisy
Over two weeks ago the 

United Democratic Party 
(UDP), the ‘indispensible’ally 
of the NPP-led Meghalaya 
Democratic Alliance (MDA) 
coalition demanded the oust­
er of James Sangma as Power 
Minister amidst the MeECL 
crisis. Initially UDP’s seven 
MLAs, of whom three are 
ministers presumed that the 
letter to the Chief Minister 
signed by Jemino Mawthoh 
baying for the ‘under-fire’ 
minister’s blood was thought 
to be the sole adventure of 
their party’s general secre­
tary. Even the party presi­
dent who is also the Speaker 
of the Assembly, Metbah 
Lyngdoh pleaded ignorance 
of his party’s stance. When 
it became clear that it was 
the party bigwigs’ decision, 
the demand for removal of 
the Chief Minister’s brother 
from the power department 
has gained momentum. The 
UDP could well ensure James 
Sangma lose another signifi­
cant responsibility after the 
Power Ministry was rudely 
‘snatched’ away from the 
same coalition partner.

The public should see and 
direct all fingers at the blatant 
hypocrisy of the UDP. Fol­
lowing allegations of massive 
illegality in coal mining and 
transportation the biggest 
regional party got its way 
in banishing the then Home 
Minister who happened to 
be the same person, James 
Sangma. The party was al­
lotted the Ministry of Home 
in the person of Lahkmen 
Rymbui in addition to him 
being the Education Minister. 
Now, James Sangma was 
relieved of his duty because 
he was unable to prevent rat 
hole (illegal) coal mining 
and transportation of the 
black diamond by hundreds 
of trucks. It was expected 
that the new minister would 
ensure illegal coal activities 
would be a thing of the past. 
However, what happened 
under Sangma’s charge"con­
tinued to happen also under 
Rymbui’s supervision. Un­
derground coal business has 
been taking place unabated.

The Rymbai incident oc­
curred. .Six miners were 
killed in an illegal mining 
site in East Jaintia Hills. 
Trucks allegedly carrying 
fresh coal continue to ply out 
of the state even via the state 
capital’s main thoroughfares. 
The Chief Minister himself 
admitted to illegal mining 
activities in the state during 
Rymbui’s current tenure. 
When the BJP demanded 
Rymbui’s resignation over 
the Rymbai incident not only 
did the Home Minster refuse 
to pay heed but eulogised 
himself a ‘warrior’ who em­
braces responsibilities and

By Albert Thyrniang

challenges. His party also 
came to his defence. So here 
is the patent hypocrisy of the 
UDP. It blames NPP’s James 
Sangma for his incompetence 
as Power Minister but it does 
not accept the failures of their 
own minister in the crucial 
Home Department. The UDP 
is practicing the politics of 
convenience.

Rymbui’s reign is a mark 
of deterioration of law and 
order. The Ichamati clash 
took place in which one Khasi 
Students' Union member 
was killed. A non-tribal was 
stabbed shortly after the bor­
der imbroglio. The situation 
in the border segment 
is still volatile. The 
Umoid attack 
occurred 
in which 
e ig h t  
n o n -  
tribals 
were as­
saulted 
killing
o n e  o f  
them. The latest 
is the Golf Link 
assault case in 
which three 
y o u t h s  
f r o m  
W ah - 
k a j i
were beaten up, one among 
whom succumbed to his in­
juries in NEIGRIHMS. The 
police is still clueless on the 
March 21 incident. A Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
had to be set up to probe the 
case dubbed as ‘difficult’. 
The inability of the police 
for a breakthrough has led 
NGOs and media users to 
jump to all sorts of conclu­
sions, including a communal 
angle. A law and order fallout 
could follow. The KSU has 
even threatened to take law 
into its own hands if  the 
police let the citizens < down. 
The.responsibilities have te> 
rest on the Home Minster’s 
shoulders for the worsening 
law and order situation in the 
state. While the UDP is harsh 
on James Sangma why is it is 
not using the same yardstick 
for its own minister?

The immediate reactions 
in social media to the Golf 
Links incident was that the 
three youth were assaulted 
by non-tribals. Besides the 
police position that it was a 
drunken brawl the communal 
claims do not add up. Initially 
there were no wide condem­
nations from the Shillong 
based pressure groups. In fact 
there were few reactions. The 
reason might have been that 
the three boys are not from 
Shillong. They are from a 140 
km (5 hours) village known

only in relation to uranium 
deposit/mining. But the 
real reason could have been 
that probably it was known 
in inner circles that the cul­
prits are not non-tribals. The 
circumstances seem to sup­
port that the perpetrators are 
locals. One also wonders as 
to why no rally or protest 
to condemn the incident has 
been organised in the state 
capital. Tomorrow if resi­
dents from Jaintia Hills, Ri 
Bhoi, Garo Hills etc are as­
saulted and killed in Shillong 
should protests be held only 
in Nongpoh, Jowai, Tura etc?

What is in the mind of these 
pressure groups?

Our attention goes 
back to the 

U D P -  
N P P ’s 

strug­
gle for 
‘Pow­

e r’, at 
t h e  
heart 

of which
is the MeECL 

saga. Charles 
de Gaulle was 

supposed to 
have stat­

ed, "I 
h a v e  

c o m e
to the conclusion that politics 
is too serious a matter to be 
left to the politicians.” The 
French President who was 
a World War I and II army 
officer in the fight against 
Nazi and who later helped 
to re-establish democracy in 
France and rewrite the Con­
stitution can inspire us to say 
that MeECL is too serious a 
matter to be left to the petty 
politicking of the NPP-UDP. 
The Meghalaya Energy Cor­
poration Limited (MeECL) 
affects the whole state. Its 
sick condition for a long 
period of time has resultetfcin 

, load shedding for many yUrs 
thereby affecting the general 
public immensely. The Chief 
Minister has blamed the pre­
vious Congress governments 
for the present ‘white el­
ephant’ status of MeECL 
which is supposed to be one 
of the biggest assets of the 
state. The Power Minister 
has advised his UDP critics 
to direct their guns to his pre­
decessors. Without vouching 
for this sort of blame game, 
for the job of a government 
is to deliver not to blame 
past regimes, to be fair to the 
government, MeECL’s large 
scale disorder is in fact inher­
ited. The UDP has chosen to 
target the present minister for 
the sorry state of affairs.

Why should we allow the 
whims and fancies of the

UDP to determine the future 
of MeECL? Why should 
Meghalayans watch the UDP 
playing politics over the state 
electricity corporation? With­
out beating around the bush 
let us ask the UDP if it would 
be able to resolve the crises 
in the MeECL if one of their 
MLAs/ministers is entrusted 
with the Power Department. 
Will the load shedding stop? 
Will MeECL be set right 
within a time frame? Will 
MeECL be similar to illegal 
coal activities? If the UDP 
think-tank has suggestions 
to improve MeECL what 
prevents it from presenting 
them to the Power Minister 
or the government? Has the 
same been done? If not what 
authority does UDP possess to 
take a moral high ground?

Assembly elections are 
not far off. UDP wants the 
electorate to think the failures 
of the present government 
are not theirs. As elucidated 
by other writers in this page 
coalition government is a sail­
ing ship UDP has been a key 
sailor in the MDA ship. If the 
sail is successful all the sailors 
take the credit. If the sail fails 
all the sailors take the blame. 
If UDP feels it can no longer 
be part of the team of sailors, 
the best thing is to jump out of 
the ship, swim to safety or ar­
range for an alternative ship to 
successfijlly sail to the shore. 
The intentional refusal to sail 
or sink together is a virtue that 
is not tenable.

The UDP is a major ally 
in the MDA government. 
Without it the government 
collapses. The NPP knows it. 
When the BJP was throwing 
allegations of corruption in 
the ADCs and the govern­
ment ‘facilitating’ illegal coal 
mining and transportation, 
the NPP’s top brass includ­
ing Chief Minster, Conrad 
Sangma and Deputy Chief 
Minister, Prestone Tynsong 
could afford to order the saf­
fron p8gy to get outiMithft 
coalition But otywou&ly.tlie.! 
NPP leadership can’t give 
marching orders to the UDP. 
But does it mean the UDP 
should take advantage of its 
strength? Should the ‘Drum’ 
party blackmail the hapless 
MDA government?

The 1997 founded party 
must be intending to tell the 
people of Meghalaya that it 
is not involved in the mess in 
MeECL. The present antics 
of the Khasi-Jaintia Hills 
centric political entity must 
be a ploy to improve is tally 
(8) in the 2023 elections. We 
may well see a new Power 
Minister assuming office but 
the public should see through 
the unconcealed hypocrisy of 
the UDP.

E m ail: a lb er t, th yr-  
niang74@gmail.com

L e t t e r s  to the  K d i t o r

Subversive 
deals on Govt 

land
Editor,
Two news items in the re­

cent editions of The Shillong 
Times has drawn my atten­
tion. One is the statement 
made by Minister, Urban 
Affairs that the contract 
for the Marriot Hotel in the 
Shillong Municipal land in 
Jail Road has been awarded 
to a new party and the other 
is a Possession Notice issued 
by Punjab National Bank 
informing the public that the 
said bank has taken over pos­
session of part and parcel of 
the land and property by the 
name of Marba Hub at Police 
Bazar, which was construct­
ed on land belonging to the 
State Government.

The question that arises 
is what really happened to 
these two projects which 
were the flagship PPP proj­
ects of the State Govern­
ment at that time. Against 
concerns raised from various 
quarters, the Government of 
the day had bulldozed all 
objections and forced the 
Shillong Municipality and 
Urban Affairs Department 
to give away these prime 
properties of the State Gov­
ernment to private players 
knowing very well that these 
would be sold off for good. 
The Marriot project which is 
under construction for over a

decade now in a prime land 
of Shillong Municipality is 
a complete failure. God only 
knows whether the lease 
rent which the private party 
was supposed to pay the 
Shillong Municipality dur­
ing the construction period, 
has been paid.

The question of revenue 
which was to be shared with 
the Municipality after com­
pletion of the project is a lost 
cause as the project is still 
incomplete. In all probability 
the ownership of the private 
partner has already changed 
hands and one can only 
wonder what penal action 
has been taken by the State 
Government on the private 
party who has defaulted on 
all counts and quietly moved 
out of the project. Further if 
the ownership of the private 
partner has changed, whether 
Government has given ap­
proval to the same. Question 
also arises as to what will 
finally happen to the portion 
of the building which was to 
be handed over to Shillong 
Municipality to set up their 
corporate office. These are 
pertinent questions and it 
is incumbent on the State 
Government to let the public 
know.

Now the Minister is now 
talking of a new contract 
which is really a mystery. 
I still remember the mat­
ter coming up in the State 
Assembly sometime dur­
ing 2010-2011 where the 
Minister of Urban Affairs

at that time had strongly 
supported the move to lease 
out the municipal land to 
the private party. It turned 
out to be a complete sell-off 
and an incalculable loss to 
the Shillong Municipality. I 
wonder what the then Min­
ister has to say today.

Similarly against the ad­
vice from various quarters, 
Meghalaya Urban Develop­
ment Authority had gone for 
a Public-Private-Partnership 
(PPP) model in the Govern­
ment land at Police Bazar 
around 2008-09. Surpris­
ingly, for the default on 
repayment of loan taken by 
the private party, the Bank 
has now taken possession of 
the Government land and the 
property standing thereon. 
The question as to why the 
Bank should take possession 
of the land when the loan 
was availed by the private 
party. Or did this mortgage 
of Government land by the 
private party have the tacit 
approval of the State Gov­
ernment and whether the 
same State Government ac­
tually stood guarantor? Was 
such an arrangement legally 
tenable? Many interesting 
facts are likely to come up 
if these matters are dug a 
little deeper. Now it seems 
that PPP was a good model 
to sell off Government land 
and properties with very few 
questions asked. Ironically a 
new sign board for PPP has 
now come up on the monu­
mental Crowborough Hotel.

Hope this is not another sell- 
off yet again!

Yours etc., 
D. Surong 
Shillong-3

Origin of 
Covid still a 

mystery
Editor,
As the second wave 

of COVID-19 is surg­
ing across the world, the 
mystery about the origin 
of the novel coronavirus 
has not been solved so 
far. The world seems to 
be confused by the results 
of the WHO-China joint 
study on the origin of the 
virus. True, scientific in­
vestigation takes time. On 
the other hand, unbiased 
investigation is impos­
sible when there is lack of 
cooperation from the side 
of the country where the 
virus is suspected to have 
originated.

It has been more than 
a year since the COVID- 
19 pandemic hit countries 
around the world. How­
ever, the origin of the 
virus is still shrouded in 
mystery. Initially many 
theorists alleged that the 
virus was lab-made and 
purposely released into the 
world as a bio-weapon. 
However, this theory was 
rejected because the virus 
is genetically related to

coronavirus found in bats. 
But some experts argue 
that a research lab study­
ing bat viruses may have 
spread the virus.

The WHO released its 
report on the origin and 
spread of the virus. The 
report states that the virus 
probably spread from bats 
to humans via another 
animal but the report does 
not clarify if the virus 
then spread from the lab 
in Wuhan, China. After 
the release of the report, 
WHO chief Ghebreyesus 
said that the evidence was 
not enough to support the 
accidental lab leak theory 
and that Wuhan lab leak 
possibility needed to be 
studied again. He made 
these comments following 
the accusations levelled at 
Beijing by the US and 
13 other countries of fail­
ing to give proper access 
to the investigators. The 
WHO’s efforts create the 
impression that it wants 
to absolve China of any 
blame and open up new 
lines of investigations 
that lead researchers out 
of China.

Allegations have been 
levelled at China of trying 
to hush up earlier instances 
of Covid infection. It is 
believed that the virus 
was circulating in humans 
months before the first case 
was reported. However, 
the WHO rejected these 
allegations. It must be un­

derstood that the Chinese 
authorities had tried to si­
lence the doctor who tried 
to warn about a mystery 
infection. Some experts 
are of the view that the 
virus jumped from bats to 
humans through imported 
frozen meat. However, the 
WHO states that none of 
the meat from the Hunan 
market tested positive for 
the virus. The report also 
recommends worldwide 
search in relevant wildlife 
species to look for the 
virus since no positive 
sample has been found so 
far in Chinese animals.

While China cannot be 
held responsible for the 
origin of the virus without 
concrete evidence, its se­
cretive ways cast suspicion 
on its role on its origin. It 
is a fact that China wants 
to shift the focus of inves­
tigation away from itself. 
It seems that instead of 
giving authentic informa­
tion about the spread of 
the virus in its report, the 
WHO is eager to justify 
and exonerate China. This 
has created distrust in both 
China and the WHO.

Yours etc., 
Venu GS 

Kollam

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Decolonised
democracy

By Dr Samhita Barooah

Elections have become 
the T-20 matches these 
days. Everyone is busy with 
balancing equations with 
religious, class, regional, 
ethnic, traditional lineages. 
Today our household voting 
practice started with the staff 
seeking leave from work to 
vote for the first time in life. 
One is 18 and the other 22, 
rushing home to cast their 
maiden votes. One friend 
went to his hometown in 
the 1st phase of voting. His 
ailing mother, caregiver wife 
and young daughters could 
not vote. Only one vote was 
registered. Another neigh­
bour went home in Darrang 
to cast her vote. Voter in­
formation is defined by the 
symbols that they would cast 
their vote on. Who to vote is 
a big question for the Assam 
assembly elections!

People in this state have 
been voting for personali­
ties more than the symbols 
that they represent. This is 
true for many leaders whose 
personalities have appealed 
to the voters more than their 
party affiliations. Assamese 
community is bothered more 
about behaviours, attitudes 
and humility of the leaders 
running for elections. It 
doesn’t really matter what 
is there in the manifestos. 
Whether the land is traded or 
the industries are privatised 
or the jobs are shrinking for 
common people within the 
commons. It really doesn't 
matter.

Voting is a matter of the 
people in power. Power 
engulfing and power hoard­
ing applies to Assam rather 
than power sharing. Po­
litical power is again a pa­
triarchal passion which is 
centered around men and

distancing measures. It is 
crucial for voters to know the 
symbol of candidates.

If money, free education, 
scooty, bikes, laptops, food, 
houses, direct cash transfers, 
gas connections, Covid 19 
vaccines and health secu­
rity cards are exchanged for 
votes then such votes may 
not last long. Democratic 
election is a matter of diver­
sity of strategies to resolve 
critical concerns. Today vot­
ing is limited to benefit pro­
vision rather than electing 
deserving leadership which 
need to be visionary rather 
than being opportunistic. But 
people are so easily please^ 
by industries, automobile- 
economy and fast tags that 
they are in awe of the suggr 
coated superficiality.

Religion is another huge 
vote gatherer and divider. 
Politics played around reli­
gion is again highly prob­
lematic as it’s a very person^ 
al perspective. But when the 
particularity of any religious 
faith determines the edu*» 
cational syllabus, salaries 
of employees, positions o£ 
the 4th estate, job security,; 
and satisfaction measures,; 
personal choices of music,- 
food, attires, friendships, re­
lationships and property us­
age then the political power, 
structures gets repressive*; 
Unless religion and money 
are separated from politic! 
no election can sustain real 
democracy.

Decolonization of demo­
cratic practices is the need 
of the hour. People are con­
fused with judgments of 
faith, language, culture, race, 
caste, tribe, class, physical 
features, gender, sexuality 
and many more layers of

anybody whose identity 
doesn't threaten men. Men 
are also struggling to ful­
fill those patriarchal power 
driven dreams. Working 
men are happy with hoirst 
using, gas, bank loans to 
start something on their own. 
Now an e-rikshaw driver had 
recently taken loan from 
bank and bought his own e- 
rikshaw to feed his recently 
migrated family from Sib- 
sagar district to Guwahati 
city. He went missing for 2 
days along with his brand 
new e-rikshaw after a week 
of driving it. He was found 
in the Guwahati outskirts 
drugged and without his 
e-rikshaw and clothes. His 
case was registered in the 
local police station but so far 
he has not found any justice. 
He was asked to pay bribes 
at different stages. When he 
approached media to cover 
Ins story, they said currently 
elections are more important 
than this kind of stories. So 
media priorities are also 
set! While struggling to get 
back his e-rikshaw he could 
not go to vote. His wife and 
children also could not go 
to vote. Many such migrant 
daily wage workers in the 
city could not go for vot­
ing. They are contributing 
towards the urban economy 
without their voting rights.

Students in university 
hostels are not motivated to 
go for voting as they have 
to go for self-quarantine 
and Covid testing if they 
go outside their campuses 
for anything. Beggars on 
the street still could not get 
their voter ID cards to go 
for voting. Most bedridden 
and corona affected voters 
eligible will be restricted 
from voting unless there are 
other options. Digital voting 
through mobile phones will 
be a new norm soon with the 
growing demand for mobile 
technology and physical

intersections. The aftermath 
of cultural hatred, dispute^ , 
communal polarity and ex­
treme repulsion of opposing 
forces needs to be resolved 
through amity, empathy and 
acceptance of diversity. The 
sense of nationalism arid 
sub-nationalism is a motivat­
ing factor but one needs to 
envision such feelings from 
the decolonized mindset.

So far Assamese identity 
has been seen as an assimit 
lating identity of being a& 
commodating, approachable 
and inclusive in accepting 
its diversity. But in the last 
decade, internal ageism, 
political competitiveness 
and leadership crisis in any 
forum of political assertion 
has colonized people. This 
colonization is linked to the 
class, caste and religious 
majoritarianism power of 
the neo conservative patriar­
chal nationalism of the idea 
of India. Earlier elections 
were fought on the grounds 
of conflicts, peace build­
ing, natural disasters, price 
rise, lack of development 
gimmicks and job security. 
This year even the Covid V9 
pandemic cannot resolve the 
problems of hate. Decoloni­
zation needs to free peopld; 
not enslave them to money, 
loans, forced relationships, 
consumerism and the auto: 
mobile economy with a few 
sporadic industries here arid 
there. Democracy is a right 
towards freedom, equality 
and social justice but ev­
ery year elections disrobes 
people from these and stifles 
them with sanctions and, 
compliance reinforcements 
to prove their nationality 
consistently.

Decolonised democracy- 
is still a far cry in Assam and! 
elections are yet to bridge 
that gap.

Email: samhitaworld@ 
gmail.com
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The ‘second coming’
THE worst, it appears, is yet come. That’s in re­
lation to the Chinese-induced Covid-19 that has 
turned life upside down for over a year in India, 
as also elsewhere. The daily infection count for 
the nation has crossed the one-lakh-mark, a grim 
reminder of the depth of the unfinished work 
even as the vaccination process has already 
covered large segments of the population.

National capital Delhi has come under night 
curfew from Tuesday just as the Maharashtra 
government girded up its loins to face the 
second surge of the pandemic in Mumbai and 
elsewhere with similar steps. Doctors say the 
viral strain in the Second Coming is capable of 
spreading faster than the first one. While many 
are managing to overcome the virus attack with 
simple doses of tablets, several of the infected 
are faced with serious problems like breathing 
difficulty, organ malfunctioning and other fatal 
complications. Worldwide, the US, Brazil and 
India remain the worst affected.

Notably, big cities like Mumbai, Pune, Ben­
galuru and Delhi are bearing the brunt while the 
countryside and small towns are least affected. 
The scope for physical contacts is more in cit­
ies and the social distancing norm is more often 
than not flouted. Marriage events, where there 
are close-interactions, and the like are helping in 
the Covid spread mainly because the set norms 
are not being followed. By doing so, people are 
inviting harm to themselves. Proof is Bihar and 
UP, which are reporting larger numbers of daily 
infections; and this has a direct bearing on the 
failure on the part of the police in these states 
to enforce the social distancing, mask-wearing 
and hand-washing norms. The animal-like 
herding together of migrant workers in chawls

cared little for them, proved to be the undo­
ing for Maharashtra. Life in Mumbai remains 
largely paralysed for the past over a year and 
the government is more busy practising new 
“extortion” techniques as the case of an NCP 
minister there showed.

The Union health ministry stated on Tuesday 
that the next four weeks would be crucial in 
terms of containing the Covid-19 spread and 
stressed that people’s participation -  meaning 
strict adherence to the health protocols -  is of 
vital importance. It also stressed the tools to 
control the virus spread remained the same -  
vaccination, social distancing and wearing of 
masks in public places. The fact that the last 25 
days saw a sharp rise in daily infection rate from 
just 20,000 to one lakh shows the seriousness 
of the problem at hand.

L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

Killing the 
Umkhrah 

River
Editor,
Thank you for the photo­

graph published in the front 
page of your esteemed daily 
(ST April 6, 2021) which 
speaks volumes about how 
our Government is involved 
in killing of Wah Umkhrah. 
From the photograph, it is 
evident that long stretches 
of the river have already 
been turned into a drain 
because of soil dumping. 
What is not clear from the 
photograph is the RCC work 
that is going on covering at 
least four metres of the river 
bed with large quantities of 
soil and boulder which have 
also been dumped beyond 
the bridge connecting Lower 
Jail Road with Lawmali. 
This mindless action of the 
authorities will surely create 
havoc affecting the residents 
of Mcabe Road houses op­
posite the Buddhist temple, 
entire Polo area, Lower Jail 
Road and Lawmali.

Yours etc., 
L R Das, 

Shillong-1

Meghalaya power sector: 
A leaking bucket
r r» cr — ■■ ^  1 *

Conrad vs the 
UDP

Editor,
Apropos the news report 

"UDP to press CM for James' 
ouster ( ST dated April 5, 
2021), the NPP led MDA 
government has now got a 
taste of what it is to be in 
coalition politics after their 
senior MLA James Sangma 
is being targeted twice over 
by the UDP for his ouster, 
this time the demand is to 
strip James Sangma from 
the Power portfolio. With the 
2023 elections on its radar 
the UDP is trying to project 
itself as an honest party. As a 
coalition partner in the MDA 
government, the party is try­
ing to capitalize on power 
crisis in Meghalaya. It ap­
pears that the UDP strategy 
is to put pressure on the 
MDA-led government which 
could take a few months, and 
will depend on a variety of 
factors. But my unsolicited 
advice to the UDP is to with­
draw support to the MDA 
government!

Yours etc., 
Marbianglang Rymbai 

Shillong-2

Electricity is a blessing 
of science and an indispens­
able part of our daily lives. 
As the economy is reeling 
under the impact of Covid- 
19, availability of reliable 
power supply becomes all the 
more important for stimulat­
ing economic development. 
Today, when teaching has 
moved online and work from 
home is the new normal 
uninterrupted power supply 
has become more important 
and imperative for social 
development and progress. In 
such a situation, the recent 11 
hours power load shedding 
and continuing uncertainty 
over power supply is an 
unprecedented crisis to have 
hit the state. While it is clear 
to all that state governments 
of the last two decades are 
responsible for not timely 
addressing the deteriora­
tion in the operational and 
financial performance of 
the power sector, the allega­
tions of corruption in power 
projects such as the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
funded smart metering proj­
ect and Saubhagya Scheme, 
among others, in the midst of 
the present power crisis has 
understandably aroused in­
dignation and outrage among 
the public and even from co­
alition partners of the present 
government.

Meghalaya has a hydro 
power potential of 3000 
MegaWatts (MW) while the 
present state owned hydel 
power plants generate only 
about 12 percent of this po- 
tential.Meghalaya peak elec­
tricity demand at 400 MW 
has almost doubled in the last 
16 years for which the state 
has been increasing depend­
ing on power purchased from 
central hydro and thermal 
generating companies. Me­
ghalaya was once power sur­
plus with sale of power by the 
then unbundled state-owned 
power utility (MeSEB) in 
1997-98 at 234 million units 
(MU) against purchase of 
power Of 78 MU.' the  state 
enjoyed lawpower tariffg-and 
load shedding was an excep­
tional event which otherwise 
was a regular experience in 
the rest of the country. Since 
then, the situation has slowly 
deteriorated with the state 
having to endure long hours 
of power cut and load shed­
ding while the power situa­
tion in the rest of the country 
has comparatively improved. 
So what has happened in 
these last two decades that 
led to this unenviable situ­
ation?

First, we find that there 
has been an exponential 
growth in energy sales to 
industries, particularly power 
intensive industries, after the 
implementation of the special 
northeast industrial policy in 
1997-98. This sales of energy 
to industries drawing high 
tension and extra high volt­
age which was about eight 
percent of total energy sales

Is UDP the 
MDA’s Judas?

Editor,
The article ‘UDP’s blatant 

hypocrisy’ by Albert Thyr- 
niang, (ST April 6, 2021), 
has really hit the bulls-eye. 
Kudos to Mr Thymiang for 
that brilliant article! Mr 
Thymiang mentioned the hy­
pocrisy of the UDP as an ally 
of the MDA Government and 
I cannot agree more with 
that. In the past few weeks 
we have seen the dirt that 
UDP has been throwing at 
the NPP its coalition partner 
and the blatant accusations 
they have brought up to de­
mand the ouster of the Power 
Minister. This demand has 
been gaining momentum 
with the General Secretary 
of the UDP going all out all 
guns blazing.

It is interesting to note 
here that a Minister of the 
UDP who holds the impor­
tant Home portfolio in the 
Government, Mr Lahkmen 
Rymbui has not exactly been 
on top of things. The Home 
Department is important be­
cause it ensures that law and 
order prevails in the entire 
state. His duty is to see that

By Sumarbin Umdor

in 1997-98 reached a peak of 
50 percent in 2008-09 and to­
day has come down to 35 per­
cent of total energy sales. The 
slow addition to installed ca­
pacity by state owned power 
generation company (MePG- 
CL)along with the surged in 
demand from industries and 
domestic consumers (demand 
from this segment has been 
steadily rising due population 
growth and rural electrifica­
tion schemes)meant that state 
has had to rely more and more 
on costly power from central 
power utilities particularly 
during non-rainy seasons and

power holding company 
(MeECL) that industries are 
involved in electricity theft 
and the subsequent counter 
allegation by employees of 
the Corporation of undue 
favour shown by the CMD in 
lowering of penalties slapped 
on an industrial unit engaged 
in power theft are probably 
indicative of one of a long 
running financial scam caus­
ing losses of crores of rupees 
to the power sector of the 
state. The power intensive 
industries numbering only 
about 130 out of about 4.75 
lakh consumers are both a

in rainfall deficient years. In 
2017-2018, almost two third 
of power procurement by the 
state owned power distribu­
tion company (MePDCL) 
was from the three central 
power generating stations.

Aggravating this mis­
match between demand of 
power and the ability to meet 
it from power generation by 
MePGCL is the high Ag­
gregate Transmission and 
Commercial (AT&C) losses 
which at 35 per cent is among

boon and a bane for the state. 
This minuscule consumer 
consumes nearly 35 to 40 
percent of power and pays the 
highest power tariffs among 
all categories of consumers. 
However, the unchecked 
power theft by this segment 
is equally detrimental to the 
financial health of the power 
sector.

While the average AT&C 
losses is high, the situation in 
some of the revenue circles 
such as in Central, East and

1Meghalaya was once power surplus with 
the then unbundledsale_ofpowerb
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at 234 million units (MU) against purchase of 
power of 78 MU. The state enjoyed low power 

tariffs and load shedding was an exceptional 
event which otherwise was a regular 
experience in the rest o f the country. ”

consumers due to expansion 
of urban population and rural 
electrification schemes has 
resulted in unfavorable high 
low tension to low tension 
ratio which also contributes 
to high distribution loss and 
poor quality of power to 
consumers.

The above mentioned fac­
tors have corroded the finan­
cial position of MePDCL 
manifested in the widening 
gap between average costs of 
supply and average revenue 
earned (Rs. 1.17 in 2018- 
19) indicating that revenue 
earned from sales of energy 
is insufficient to meet even 
the cost of power purchase 
let alone other operational 
expenses.This has led to pil­
ing of unpaid dues along with 
penalty and surcharge owed to 
central power utilities landing 
the state in a pitiful situation 
where the assurance for settle­
ment of the outstanding dues 
given by the state government 
is not enough to placate 
the central utilities- a big 
credibility issue for the state 
government.

State owned power utili­
ties in Meghalaya are plagued 
by many operational and 
financial inefficiencies lin­
gering for many years now 
and measures to address 
issues call for augmenta­
tion of generatiop (including 
from renewal energy), supply 
side management (ensuring 
generation, transmission and 
distribution of energy are 
conducted efficiently) and 
demand side management 
(modify the electricity usage 
pattern of the customer to 
bring about efficient use of 
energy and management of 
load). However, the situation 
with the power sector in the 
state goes beyond technical 
factors. The issue of corrup­
tion in power projects, power 
theft by industries, lack of 
political, administrative and 
community support for stern 
action against power supply 
fraught are equally important 

%actortP'contriba

the highest in the country 
and way above the national 
average of 22 per cent. The 
lack of funds to upgrade the 
existing transmission and dis­
tribution networks have de­
layed avoidable reduction in 
system losses. Further, high 
commercial losses caused by 
human factors such as power 
theft, errors in meter reading, 
faulty meters and lack of bill­
ing discipline have added to 
the financial woes of power 
utilities in the state.

The recent statement by 
the CMD of state owned

there is no deterioration of 
law and order. Unfortunate­
ly, the law-and-order situ­
ation of our state has gone 
from bad to worse. Crime 
against women is on the rise 
with unfortunate incidents 
towards women are happen­
ing every single day. The in­
stances of the two girls who 
were sexually assaulted and 
brutally murdered in Jaintia 
Hills, and the recent incident 
on Sunday morning where a 
half-naked body of another 
woman was found in Jowai, 
just makes me question the 
safety of women in our state. 
As a woman, I fear for my 
own safety in the darkness 
of the night and 1 wish to 
run home at the earliest as
I do not want to be another 
victim. This is not just one 
angle, but other forms of 
violence is on the rise too 
with incidents of lynching 
and murder increasing. The 
incident at Ichamati, as well 
as the recent incident at 
Golf Links and many other 
cases of murder are awaiting 
justice, with the perpetrators 
still out in the open instead 
of being behind bars. This is 
all very troubling. The Home 
Minister had also requested 
anyone who has any knowl­

West Garo is alarmingly 
high and has remained so 
for a long time. The high 
commercial losses in these 
circles are attributed to high 
incidence of power pilfer­
age, unmetered connection, 
faulty meters and average 
billing due to existence of 
defective meters. This is 
another area where efforts to 
improve revenue collection 
through billing and collection 
discipline are often met with 
political interference and 
consumer resistance.Increase 
in demand from low tension

edge of the incident at Golf 
Links to come up and give 
a statement. But I wonder 
if anyone did really notice 
the incident taking place in 
a forest. People would be in 
their homes getting on with 
their daily activities, without 
being aware of what was 
happening in that area. Also 
is it not the duty of the SIT 
as well as the officers of the 
department to look into the 
matter? Why does the Home 
Minister not take the matter 
seriously and demand for 
the investigation to be ex­
pedited? A life was lost and 
the perpetrators are only in 
the suspect list and not yet 
behind bars.

All this just makes me 
want to question the UDP 
as to why they not talk­
ing about these incidents? 
Do they not matter to the 
welfare and growth of our 
state? UDP being a regional 
party is awfully quiet in this 
matter. They were vocal and 
persistent when it came to 
the ruckus and mess in the 
MeECL, demanding for 
the removal of the Power 
Minister and the need for 
reforms to be brought in 
the MeECL. Why are they 
not being vocal with other

ibility crisis of the power 
sector. Unless these leakages 
are plugged, more loans and 
higher tariffs will fail to res­
cue our power utilities from 
the financial quagmire that 
they are in.

For the government of the 
day, the situation is no doubt 
very challenging and the 
corruption allegations in the 
department tumbling one after 
another is a serious dent on 
the image of the government. 
However, if the government is 
able to revive the ailing power 
sector then it would be a sin­
gular achievement that will 
restore its credibility among 
the citizens of the state, boost 
confidence of investors and 
financial institutions and reap 
rich dividends in the next 
election.

The writer teaches at 
NEHU: Email sumdorll@  
gmail.com

governance failures too? 
Are other issues not equally 
important? Or do they not fit 
their ‘political agenda’ to be 
given due importance. We 
call ourselves a matrilineal 
state where a woman is given 
a high stature, yet crimes 
against women are on the 
upswing. Our state claims 
to be morally sound and 
God-fearing by nature, but 
atrocities against people and 
communities are increasing. 
The UDP terms itself as a 
regional party that cares for 
the welfare of the people and 
the state but it is a pity to see 
they are not raising concerns 
related so much to the wel­
fare of the people especially 
the womenfolk and matters 
related to deteriorating law 
and order situation. It seems 
this party is more concerned 
with defending their own 
from falling off the throne 
and in keeping their pockets 
warm.

Yours etc., 
Natasha Pariat 
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Indian policy has to be pragmatic 
taking into account China’s influence

Civil resistance 
growing against army 

rule in Myanmar
By Barun Das Gupta

The army in Myanmar 
took over power two months 
ago, ousting the elected 
government and throwing its 
leader behind bars. There has 
been mass resistance to army 
rule which shows no signs of 
abating. The army continues 
to shoot down civil resisters 
demanding restoration of 
democracy. Even children 
are not being spared. The 
trigger-happy soldiers kill 
children without any qualm 
of conscience. More than 
five hundred people have 
been killed. According to a 
report of Save the Children, 
an international humanitar­
ian group, as many as 43 
children have so far been 
reported killed. The group 
described the situation as “a 
nightmare scenario unfold­
ing.”

owned by the Defence Min­
istry and operates in strategic 
sectors like ports, telecom­
munications, etc. Another is 
Economic Holdings Ltd. It 
helped the brass hats to line 
their pockets with money 
from profitable businesses 
like cigarettes and petroleum 
products. ;

The restoration of de-' 
mocracy put an end to'all 
that. These facts suggest that 
there was a strong economic 
motive behind the Febru-; 
ary 1 coup d’etat. There is 
very little to hope that the 
army will lift the national 
emergency after one yeair 
and quietly hand over thfe 
administration to the elect­
ed representatives of the 
people. They have captured 
power and mean to hold on 
to it as long as they can. The

Unwittingly, the army has 
brought about a unity of the 
people against its rule. The

leirvoice ofprotest against 
the murder of democracy. As 
the army retaliated with un­
precedented brutality (dur­
ing the previous army rule 
for fifty years there was no 
civil resistance), more and 
more sections of the people 
joined the resistance. Trade 
Unions were the next to 
join and then the profes­
sional -  bankers and bank 
employees, doctors, nurses, 
shopkeepers, even the rail­
way workers. The strike by

indiscriminate shooting of 
civil protesters leaves mj 
room for doubt about it.
’ “What should be'M lSt^ 
relations with post-coup 
Myanmar? The first thinfe 
is that India should not re­
peat the mistake it madfe 
when the army took over 
the countiy in its first coup 
in 1962. Since then, for sev­
eral decades, India treated 
Myanmar as a pariah as-it 
was against the army rule. 
It helped China to develop 
its relations with Myanmar 
in a big way. With China’s 
financial assistance, several 
projects were undertaken.

What should be India s relations with 
post-coup Myanmar? The first thing is, 
that India should not repeat the mistake 

it made when the army took over 
the country in its first coup in 1962.

Since then, for several decades, 
India treated Myanmar as a pariah 

as it was against the army rule.

bank employees has had its 
impact on government daily 
expenses. The junta-run gov­
ernment has been forced to 
limit heavily the daily cash 
withdrawals. About 90 per 
cent of the country’s 7.4 mil­
lion private sector workers is 
also on strike.

The army, accustomed 
as it was to rule without any 
resistance, has been taken 
aback. It was not prepared 
for such a situation -  a coun- 
try-wide non-violent protest 
on such a massive scale, 
undeterred by the leonine 
violence unleashed by those 
who have usurped power 
from the people. More than 
two months later, the turbu­
lent situation in the country 
is having its impact on the 
economy also. According to 
the World Bank, Myanmar’s 
economy may shrink by 10 
per cent this year due to the 
unsettled conditions.

The United States which 
has been against the coup 
from the beginning has, 
along with the United King­
dom, has imposed sanctions 
on firms controlled by the 
army. During its prolonged 
rule, the junta also enriched 
itself by owning profitable 
industrial enterprises. One 
such was the Myanmar Eco­
nomic Corporation, about 
whose operations very little 
is known, except that it is

Chinese influence in Myan­
mar grew as India detested 
army rule and stopped taking 
interest in internal develop­
ments in Myanmar.

This mistake should not 
be repeated now. We have 
to take Myanmar as a neigh­
bouring country with which 
we have to deepen our rela­
tionship, irrespective of whe 
rules the country. Myanmar 
is strategically too important 
a country for India to ignore! 
Myanmar is in the China- 
Myanmar economic corr 
ridor as part of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (B RT£ 
This was done in 2018 after 
singing a 15-Article Memo­
randum of Understanding; 
This has enabled China to 
bypass, whenever neces­
sary, to avoid the Malacca 
Strait and gain an alternative. 
access to the Indian Ocean. 
Now there is a proposal to 
connect China with a railway 
line to a port in Myanmar in 
the Bay of Bengal.

India has to engage with 
Myanmar and deepen its 
engagement so that China 
does not get a walk over and 
India’s strategic interests are 
well protected. We cannot 
fashion the world according 
to our wishes. We have to 
adapt ourselves to the world 
as it is, not what we think it 
should be. (IPA Service)
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Enlightened judgment
THE Madras High Court ruled on March 31 
last that political parties should be prohibited 
from making election promises that are capable 
of adding burden on the public exchequer. The 
Hugh Court directed the Election Commission 
of India and other Government authorities to 
respond to a set of queries ranging from whether 
the Central Government has taken any steps to 
bring legislation covering the issue of political 
manifestos, especially freebies promised in the 
election manifestos and governing the politi­
cal parties as per the Judgment of the Supreme 
Court in the case of S Subramaniam v. State of 
Tamil Nadu and Others reported in (2013) 9 
SCC 659. The High Court also asked the Elec­
tion Commission in how many elections the 
Election Commission has vetted the election 
manifestos of political parties as per the dictum 
of the Supreme Court and which political par­
ties have submitted their election manifestos for 
vetting during elections, after 2014 and what 
actions have been taken against those political 
parties, which have not followed the Supreme 
Court dictum to tender the manifestos for vet­
ting? If the apex court takes this seriously and 
the respective High Courts also follow up on 
implementation of the 2013 ruling there would 
be less chances o f political parties promis­
ing something they are unsure of providing. 
Politicians should understand that the public 
exchequer cannot be inordinately burdened by 
arbitrary decisions of a few irresponsible politi­
cal parties that believe they can empty the public 
coffers at their whims.

Another aspect about a manifesto is that the 
voters forget what was promised soon after the 
elections. So how can they hold political parties 
and politicians to account? A manifesto on its 
own without the public to monitor it is a useless 
piece of paper. By the time the next election 
comes voters have already forgotten what was 
promised five years ago. In a scenario where 
voters are known to take money for votes a 
manifesto is not even needed. Very few educated 
and informed people keep the manifesto of a 
pwliti'cal'p&rty'and qufestibh' thbir inability to 
fulfil what was promised. In Meghalaya politi­
cal parties have promised to resolve the border 
disputes with Assam right since the 1980s. Now 
it’s 2021 but the problem remains intractable. 
Other promises include making Baljek airport 
functional. This has remained only a promise to 
entice the people of Garo Hills. Before the last 
bye-election to the Ranikor seat following the 
resignation of MM Danggo from the Congress 
and his joining the NPP, promises were made 
to make Ranikor a sub-division. After Danggo 
lost the election the NPP no longer makes this 
an issue and people too seem to have given up 
the demand. It is good that the Madras High 
Court has ticked off political parties for their 
unrealistic manifestos.

Meghalaya youth policy, 
2021: Some observations

L e t t e r s  to thi '  K d i t o r

Death penalty 
violates human 

rights
Editor,
Amnesty International 

says “As long as human jus­
tice remains fallible, the risk 
of executing the innocent can 
never be eliminated.”

The global movement for 
human justice rightly puts it 
in words when it comes to 
capital punishment or death 
penalty. There are many false 
rape and murder accusations 
and the accused sometimes 
has to suffer for no fault of 
his/hers. Our Social Welfare 
Minister, Kyrmen Shylla 
seemed to be sentimentally 
anguished when he talked 
of capita! punishment and 
the general public’s support 
for death penalty is solely 
based on moral grounds and 
retribution. Generally, it is 
believed that only capital 
punishment will lower the 
crime rate but according to 
statistical evidence it con­
firms that deterrence doesn't 
work and the fact that it 
doesn't is because of the 
lengthy legal procedures in 
the system. Art. 21 of the 
Indian Constitution guaran­
tees the right to life to every 
individual and to legally 
grant the death penalty to 
an individual contradicts 
the fundamental right itself. 
Capital punishment is no

less a murder, just that it is 
in legal form and it doesn't 
rehabilitate the prisoners.

What is needed is prop­
er value education, pub­
lic awareness, self-defence 
training and quick and ef­
fective judicial procedures 
to ensure that justice to the 
victims can be delivered at a 
quick pace to restore public 
faith in the rule of law.

Yours etc., 
Kevin M Shangpliang, 

Via email

Environmental
destruction

Editor,
Apropos the front page 

pho tograph  captioned , 
“Dumping loose soil in Wah 
Umkhrah,” published in your 
esteemed daily (ST April 06, 
2021). Knowing fully well 
that the area is flood effected 
for so many years, we fail to 
understand how the authori­
ties can allow such dumping 
of soil on the Wah Umkhrah 
river thereby turning the river 
into a nullah. As we have 
seen various steps have been 
taken to clean up /widen the 
river for the past few years. 
This act will not only create 
havoc but also the very pur­
pose of cleaning /widening 
will be defeated. We there­
fore urge the authorities to 
take immediate steps to stop 
further dumping of soil and

‘The youth are the pres­
ent and the future of the 
society’. This is a common 
youth-oriented statement. 
It is a futuristic statement 
and it underlines ‘the youth’ 
as critical stakeholders in 
growth. However, leaving 
this ‘future-orientation’aside; 
the status of the youth ‘today’ 
in relation to the opportuni­
ties available for livelihoods 
is an important indicator of 
social disharmony. Being a 
negative indicator, it would 
be best if this parameter is at 
its lowest degree. As such, 
a policy primarily thrives to 
mitigate social disharmony 
and carry all stakeholders in 
the path of development.

In this regard, the Me­
ghalaya youth policy, 2021 
aims at doing the same. Here, 
learning from the past is 
important so as to better 
understand the present and 
effectively plan for the fu­
ture. At the very outset, this is 
what ‘any’ policy is supposed 
to do. The failure to factor 
this will result in the policy 
document being only a book­
let which is disengaged from 
the ground realities. In such 
a backdrop, it is imperative 
of Meghalaya youth poli­
cy, 2021 to be a robust and 
dynamic document which 
reflects the ground realities 
and the needs of the youth 
thereby paving a strategy for 
empowerment. In this con­
text, some points are raised 
which may be of interest to 
the policy formulators.

To start with, the delivery 
mechanism of the policy 
interventions is the key. The 
focus must be on reaching 
the target group of 15-29 
years as per their interest and 
motivation. Accordingly, the 
state government can look 
into the possible realignment 
of sports and youth affairs. 
True, they are related. How­
ever, in relation to policy 
implementation; it may be 
done so in terms of two dif­
ferent directorates namely, 
the directorate of sports and 
the directorate of youth af­
fairs. The implication of this 
is also that in future they 
(sports and youth affairs) 
may be formulated as differ­
ent policies altogether with 
a specific target population. 
This is because everyone 
in the age bracket of 15-29 
years is rightly considered as 
a youth; but, not every one of 
them plays sports.

Many of the youth are not 
inclined towards sports as a 
serious activity apart from

arrange to remove the soil 
already dumped.

Yours etc,, 
S.Dey, B.Thapa, P Khar- 

lyngdoh etc 
Via email

India sinks 
on gender gap

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

report
Editor,

India has dropped 28 
places to rank 140th among 
156 countries in the World 
Economic Forum’s Global 
Gender Gap Report 2021 
and has become the third 
worst performer in South 
Asia. In South Asia, only 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
ranked below India. The re­
port’s criteria for assessment 
covers four areas: economic 
participation and opportu­
nity, educational attainment, 
health and survival and 
political empowerment.

Much of the decline in 
India has occurred on the po­
litical empowerment index. 
There is a significant decline 
in the share of women 
among ministers which has 
dropped from 23.1 % in 2019 
to 9.1% in 2021. Apart from 
this, the share of women in 
parliament remains stagnant 
at 14.4%. As for women’s 
economic participation and 
opportunity, the present state 
is pitiful. There has been a

it being a regular exercise. 
Their focus is more towards 
the creative industry (graph­
ics, visual arts, fashion, com­
puter games, coding, etc), 
arts, drama, songs, dance, 
films, etc. Moreover, youth 
affairs are about well-being 
and empowerment. As such, 
if sports and youth affairs 
are just one directorate; the 
focus would be lost and the 
target youth unreached. In 
the process, we are bound 
to leave out and to lose out 
on many. Alas, the policy is 
defeated from its inception. 
In addition, the policy talks 
of ‘collaborating, partner­
ing and aligning with all the 
stakeholders working for 
the youth’. Well, this can

building. It is a case of hitting 
two birds with one stone. 
In general, competency is 
defined as ‘the holistic up­
bringing of the youth in the 
domains of knowledge, skills 
and attitude’. The emphasis 
on attitude must be given 
adequate attention. This is 
because a youth might have 
the requisite knowledge and 
skills; but, if the attitude is 
not there or not right then all 
the qualifications come to 
naught. The current policy 
document seems to be lack­
ing on this front.

As such, the nurturing 
of an environment which 
initiates the birth of the right 
attitude is critical. Owing 
up to this reality stands as a

The failure to factor this will result in 
the policy document being only a book­
let which is disengaged from the ground 

realities. In such a backdrop, it is impera­
tive o f Meghalaya youth policy, 2021 to 

be a robust and dynamic document which 
reflects the ground realities and the needs 
o f  the youth thereby paving a strategy for  

empowerment In this context, some points 
are raised which maybe o f  interest to the 

policy formulators.

be better executed if sports 
and youth affairs are clearly 
demarcated as different di­
rectorates.

In continuation of the 
above, sports is a pretty 
straight-forward affair. In 
fact, the state government has 
a well, structured iframewgrk 
as far as sports promotion 
is concerned. At the ground 
level the district sports of­
ficers are present to over­
see the developments. In 
addition, many localities 
and towns have sports clubs 
which augments well for the 
youth. However, the bigger 
issues of youth affairs require 
more attention as of now. 
Here, competency building 
is the key. It is time that 
the focus should shift from 
mere education and capac­
ity building. This is because 
education tends to focus more 
on knowledge and capacity 
building on the personality. 
Well, competency includes 
both education and capacity

decrease in women’s labour 
force participation rate. In 
addition to this, the share of 
women in professional and 
technical roles has declined. 
Further, the share of women 
in senior and managerial 
positions continues to be 
low. Also, the estimated 
earned income of women 
in India is only one-fifth of 
that of men which positions 
India among the bottom 10 
globally.

Women face discrimina­
tion in health and survival 
as well. India ranks among 
the bottom 5 countries in 
this regard. Wide gaps in 
sex ratio at birth are caused 
by high incidence of gender- 
based sex-selective practices. 
With regard to educational at­
tainment index, one-third of 
women are illiterate(34.2%) 
compared to 17.6% of men. 
In addition, violence against 
women has risen over the 
years.

Providing space for girls 
and women to fulfil their 
aspirations requires a frame­
work that promotes gender 
equality at the heart of every 
design, whether it is policy or 
programme. It needs to ad­
dress the complex interplay 
of factors that operate at 
different levels. Women’s 
economic independence 
must be enhanced. They 
must be helped to enable 
the realization of sexual 
and reproductive health

major challenge for the state. 
There are many youth who do 
not possess the right attitude 
towards life. Some might say 
that this is a problem of up­
bringing but others say that it 
is a question of policy. Where 
does dje buck .stop? ,

As we move, towards the 
subject-matter of data and 
policy, there is a matter of 
huge concern. For a policy 
to be relevant and effective, 
the data upon which it is for­
mulated must be sound and 
adequate. The data must be 
representative of the youth 
of the entire state. The par­
ticipation of the youth in data! 
surveys is a must. This serves 
as a ‘big data’ on their needs 
and aspirations. Accordingly, 
a robust policy framework 
can be outlined which en­
sures engagement with the 
ground realities. However, in 
the case of Meghalaya youth 
policy, 2021 this is not so.

The policy document out­
lines that ‘the state govem-

and rights. Life skills edu­
cation must be provided 
to women to equip them 
with knowledge, skills and 
understanding of their rights. 
Prevention of violence and 
violence response system 
must be improved. These, 
along with other micro ap­
proaches, hold promise of 
a bright future for women. 
Empowering women not 
merely benefits her as an 
individual but her entire 
community.

Yours etc., 
Venu GS, 

Kollam

Death penalty 
for rapists 

wrong!
Editor,
The Social Welfare min­

ister joins many other citi­
zens in wanting rapists to be 
hanged to death because of 
the heinous nature of their 
crimes. But killing a convict 
does not deter others from 
committing the same crime. 
Then between arresting the 
rapists and giving them a 
death penalty is a long tedious 
procedure. The first thing that 
is expected when a crime 
occurs is for the culprit to be 
arrested. But in the several 
cases of crimes committed 
on women in Jaintia Hills and 
in the state as a whole, arrests

ment conducted an online 
survey to capture the present 
scenario and perception of 
the youth and that 500 indi­
viduals aged between 15-29 
years participated’. Well, 
just take a minute and ask 
the question ‘only 500 out of
11 lakhs youth’? If anything, 
this sample size is not repre­
sentative of the population of 
youth in Meghalaya. It would 
have been better if a wider 
enumeration was carried on 
(both online and physical 
interaction) so as to collect 
comprehensive data on the 
needs, wants, hopes, aspira­
tions and sentiments of the 
youth. Well, ok; we can claim 
that the Meghalayan youth is 
irresponsible for not being 
aware about such an online 
survey. But, is not the pri­
mary job of the government to 
reach out to its people?

As we delve deeper into 
any policy concerning the 
youth, the heart of the matter 
is ‘employment’. One might 
say that employment must be 
the pivot around which the 
other guiding principles of the 
policy are based. This is be­
cause the employment factor 
helps in laying down the basis 
for a clear policy framework. 
For this to happen, a wide 
survey covering a sizeable 
proportion of the youth is 
needed. It will take time and 
money, but it would be time 
and money well spent. In 
the process, other important 
issues facing the youth such 
as mental health and neurotic 
concerns, drugs and substance 
abuse, gender inequality and 
gender discrimination, etc 
can also be inquired upon. 
This will result in a rich 
database which can then be 
used for framing policies, etc 
for their real benefit. In the 
end, a policy is incomplete 
without strategies. They are 
two sides of the'satife'eoin. 
What are the strategies of the 
state government in relation 
to the policy? How are they 
to be implemented? These too 
are required to be spelt out so 
as to ensure inclusiveness of 
all the stakeholders. The Me­
ghalaya youth policy, 2021 is 
silent on this front apart from 
mentioning that various other 
government departments (like 
Health and Family Welfare, 
Labour, Planning, etc) will 
be involved in the process. 
By the looks of it, there is 
still lots to be done so as to 
make the policy a robust and 
relevant document!

(The Author teaches at 
NEHU: Email: benjami- 
n21 intatyahoo. co. in;)

are yet to be made. So far 
only one person was arrested 
in the latest case happening in 
Jowai on Sunday. In the other 
two cases of this year there 
aren’t even any suspects so 
far. This is because policing 
in the state leaves much to 
be desired. Those who have 
had experiences of dealing 
with the police know how 
unsatisfactory their system 
is. Is it because of recruitment 
of wrong individuals without 
the aptitude for policing? It is 
well known that in Meghalaya 
and other states too, recruit­
ment to the police is often dic­
tated by money and political 
clout and not by merit. If the 
meritorious had joined the po­
lice, things might have been 
better by now. But why cry 
over spilt milk? It is our fate 
here in Meghalaya to suffer 
from bad policing, bad traffic, 
bad governance, bad archi­
tectural design for houses, 
bad roads and polluted piped 
water coming into our homes. 
Everywhere we look it is dark 
and dismal. Where do we look 
for deliverance? Its frustrat­
ing to the core.

Yours etc., 
David Kharpran, 

Via email

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Ruling regime does not care for 
autonomy of institutions

Many factors 
responsible for erosion 
of democracy in India

By Ajit Singh
History has never been 

easy for the French. 232 
years after the fall of Bas­
tille, the French Revolution 
still stirs passions of both 
agony & jubilation. This 
great revolution of 1789 led 
to the origin of the principle 
of liberty and the concept 
of Constitutional law. The 
struggle for the republic is 
a reminder for all of us that 
creative ideas and freedom of 
expression must be protected 
at all costs.

In a post-COVID world, 
strong populist leaders have 
emerged as victors, using this 
pandemic to further concen­
trate power and strengthen 
a personalised bureaucratic 
machinery. Democracies like 
India are not an exception to 
this phenomenon; although 
our election process may 
be intact and transparent (a 
notion put under a cloud by 
recent events in Assam and 
West Bengal), it is only one 
of several criteria used to 
determine whether a country 
is a functioning and liberal 
democracy.

Recently, it has been 
widely reported that India’s 
status has been downgraded 
from ‘free’ to ‘partly free’ 
in the latest Freedom House 
Report. Instead of introspect­
ing on what went wrong that 
led to this, the Union Gov­
ernment of India has strongly 
rebuked the report, labelling 
it as “misleading, incorrect 
and misplaced”.

However, why must we 
compare ourselves with a 
country that has scored just
9 points and was placed in 
the ‘not free’ category in the 
same report, and is infamous 
for its disregard for its citi­
zens’ civil liberties?

Here are some of the pri­
mary reasons responsible 
for the decay of Indian de­
mocracy:

Although there is a sys­
tem of checks and balances 
available in our Constitu­
tion, a clear demarcation is 
somewhat missing. Taking 
advantage of the same, the 
present Union Government 
has misused its power to 
control independent institu­
tions like the judiciary, the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General, the Reserve Bank of 
India, the Central Informa­
tion Commission, to name 
a few.

Some lessons can be 
drawn from the USA, where 
US President Donald Trump 
left no stone unturned to 
sway independent institu­
tions like the Senate, the Fed­
eral Courts and the Federal 
Reserve, but to his dismay, 
he never got the desired suc­
cess. Constitutional bodies in 
India are similarly expected 
to stand firm and defend de­
mocracy from demagogues; 
sadly, that has not been the 
case thus far.

People who have critical 
views regarding the govern­
ment’s policies and its way 
of functioning are routinely 
silenced through the use of 
draconian laws like the Un­
lawful Activities Prevention 
Act, the Public Safety Act, 
the National Security Act and 
section 124A of the Indian 
Penal Code (better known as 
the ‘sedition law’).

While granting bail to 
climate activist Disha Ravi 
earlier this year, a Delhi 
court had remarked that the 
“offence of sedition cannot 
be invoked to minister to the 
wounded vanity of govern­
ments”.

Effectively gagging the 
media through the overuse of 
defamation and sedition laws 
is one of the main reasons 
why India has been termed 
an ‘electoral autocracy’ in 
a report published by the V- 
DEM Institute.

Last month, Prof. Pratap 
Bhanu Mehta, a frequent 
and vocal critic of the Union 
Government, resigned from 
Ashoka University, purport­

edly due to indirect political 
pressure. Just two days after 
his resignation, Arvind Sub- ’ 
ramanian, a former Chief 
Economic Advisor to the 
Union Government and the 
Professor of Economics at 
Ashoka, relinquished his 
position as well. In his letter 
to Vice-Chancellor, he said 
that the varsity can no longer 
provide space for academic 
expression and freedom.

The last few months have 
also been witness to film 
directors being hounded by 
Hindutva and ultra-nation­
alist outfits to censor their 
content. Such incidents of 
deliberate assault on the 
imagination and creative 
freedom of artists are alarm­
ing. It also affirms our sus­
picion of a slowly creeping 
Orwellian dystopia.

The press is considered 
the fourth pillar of democ-. 
racy. Its most important' 
function is to keep a watch- ■ 
ful'eye on the three other , 
pillars, which are, the execu­
tive, the legislature and the 
judiciary. Sadly, the Indian 
news media has severely 
disappointed on this front; 
Most of its constituents 
openly fuel online hate, 
parrot the ruling party, and 
raise irrelevant issues on na­
tional television that has no 
relevance to public life. ;

The onus lies with th$ 
citizens to demand better 
quality journalism.

It is high time to boy­
cott en masse sensationalist' 
news coverage that demands 
neither objectivity nor ration ■ 
nality in order to hit these ‘ 
media companies’ bottom 
line and signal to theam thf|,‘ 
their hate-mongering wilino i 
longer be profitable. ,'

In 1908, India’s first No­
bel laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore wrote, in a letter to 
a friend, that “[patriotism 
can’t be our final spiritual 
shelter. I will not buy glass 
for the price of diamonds | 
and I will never allow pa-i 
triotism to triumph over1 
humanity as long as I live.”!

In the present scenar­
io, where a political party 
seems to be winning elec­
tions by creating a wave 
of phony and self-serving 
nationalism, and promising 
a hollow dream of becoming 
a ‘vishwaguru’ (literally, 
‘world leader’), people mu^t 
wake up. They must contract 
what is being fed to them 
by political parties with the 
reality of their lives.

However, as long as a 
section of the population 
keeps fighting for the vision 
of the Constitution, there is 
still a ray of light, and the 
fate of our nation does not 
seem completely gloomy.

It is hoped that “we, the 
people of India” will do 
justice to our nation.
. The legendary American 
comic Charlie Chaplin’s 
take on Hitler’s fanaticism 
in the 1940 political satire 
‘The Great Dictator’ is still 
relevant today. These words 
from his final speech in the 
film still ring true:

“The misery that is now 
upon us is but the passing 
of greed -  the bitterness of 
men who fear the way of 
progress. The hate of men 
will pass, and dictators die, 
and the power they took 
from the people, will return 
to the people. And so long as 
men die, liberty will never 
perish....”.

It is a tough time right 
now for a lot of Indians who 
have been rendered vulnerr 
able by the collapse of the 
economy and the job mar­
ket, combined with rising 
prices. More than anything 
else, we need a statesman 
who listens to the concerns 
of the population, respects 
diverse opinions, and fulfills 
the aspirations of the public, 
irrespective of their gender, 
caste, or religious affiliation. 
(IPA Service)



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2021
(SDQ
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Maha bribe and CBI
APPRECIABLY, again, the Supreme Court has 
turned down a plea by former Maharashtra home 
minister Anil Deshmukh to thwart a CBI probe 
into the huge bribe allegation raised against 
him by former Mumbai Police Commissioner, 
Param Bir Singh. Deshmukh moved SC after the 
Mumbai High Court took a serious note of the 
corruption allegation and asked the CBI to probe 
the matter. Rejecting Deshmukh’s plea to quash 
the high court order, a bench of the apex court 
too said the matter is a really serious one.

The more one goes into the case, the more it 
shocks. The police chief wrote to the state chief 
minister saying the home minister was asking the 
cops to collect amounts as high as Rs 100 crore 
a month from bars, restaurants and the like from 
the western metropolis. As investigations into 
the case o f an explosives-laden car found near 
industrialist Mukesh Ambani’s home moved 
forward, it turned out that a Senior Mumbai 
cop was among those involved and he’s under 
arrest. The idea therein too, it appeared prima 
facie, was an attempt at extortion. The home 
minister’s call to police for "collections" and the 
car explosives case might be inter-linked.

The point to note is that the home minister 
might not have acted on his own. His party boss, 
Sharad Pawar, was bending over backwards to 
play down the whole incident and even proposed 
an inquiry by his old chum andretired cop, Julio 
Rebeiro, so that the things would cool down. But 
Rebeiro said he would not touch the case with 
a barge pole. It is against this backdrop that the 
Mumbai High Court and the apex court have 
taken a “serious” view o f fee matter.

Considering the state o f affairs inthis country 
today, and keeping in mind the influences that 
work at various levels, it is likely this case too 
will not reach anywhere. The minister tendered 
his resignation and chances are that he would 
be exonerated and return to the post. People are

system, mimster
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amount every month would mean feat ultimately 
fee people will have to cough out much more 
money for fee services they avail from fee bars 
and restaurants. Bar owners who pay fee bribe 
will not allow themselves to suffer fee loss; they 
will pass it on to customers.

The spectre o f corruption is worsening by 
fee day. Those who run fee nation from the 
front must, first and foremost; hang their heads 
in shame and not just one minister or political 
party.

Wahkaji: Of shattered dreams 
and abandoned projects

By Patricia Mukhim

to Pius Marwein of the UDP. 
And the people have no re­
grets whatsoever because 
they say Marwein has visited 
the village at least eight times 
since he was elected. He takes 
keen interest in the develop­
ment of the area and he is ‘at 
least trying his best’ people 
say. That’s a good certificate 
for any serving MLA.

The reason Wahkaji is 
deprived of good roads is be­
cause pressure groups decided 
they were not going to allow 
the two-laned Nongstoin- 
Wahkaji road to be built as 
that might facilitate uranium 
mining by the Uranium Cor-

their health and well-being. 
But could they still not have 
protested against uranium 
mining and also demanded 
good roads? No, they were 
not given that choice. So who 
is to be held accountable for 
holding back Wahkaji with 
about 150 households and a 
population of roughly 800 
people and several other 
villages beyond? Who is to 
be held responsible for the 
utter lack of facilities and 
employment opportunities? 
One can see the bald hills as 
one passes through the differ­
ent villages from Mawkyrwat 
onwards until one touches 
Wahkaji. It is evident that the

Those of us living in 
Shillong often forget that 
there are villages just over 
one hundred odd kilometres 
away from this urban hub 
that don’t get electricity for 
months together during the 
monsoons when storms and 
winds blow apart the electric 
poles and there is no one to 
repair them for months on 
end. Yes this is the story of 
most of our villages in Me­
ghalaya, yet such news does 
not figure in our newspapers 
because we are all so ob­
sessed with what happens and 
does not happen in Shillong. I 
blame myself too as a media 
person for not doing enough 
to give agency to people who 
actually are so disempowered 
by the tyranny of distance.
The distance be­
tween themselves 
and Shillong and 
between them ­
selves and those 
who control their 
destinies and who 
hold the key to 
development-the 
State Government 
and its multiple 
machinery which 
does not seem to 
go beyond the 
district headquar­
ters.

Recently this 
w rite r  v is ite d  
Wahkaji village 
which is 135 Kms 
from Shillong and 
takes over five 
hours to traverse 
pver d irt road 
once you have
crossed Mawkyrwat, the noration of India Ltd (UCIL). only exports from the village 
headquarters ofSouthWest indeed uranium prospecting, which yield some kind of 
Khasi Hills. The distance euphemistically termed as

exploratory mining' 'between Mawkyrwat and 
Wahkaji is 57 Kms but it 
takes- nearly three hours to 
coyer over bumpy roads. Yet 
people from Wahkaji have to 
regularly come to Mawkyr­
wat braving the bad roads 
for their health needs and) to 
buy essential supplies not 
available at the local market 
at Umdohlun. Wahkaji falls 
under! Ranikor constituency 
in South, West Khasi Hills. 
It was represented by Martin 
Danggo for four terms but 
the people o f  Wahkaji say he 
has never visited them. This 
means he is not even aware 
of the plight of the people 
in a part of his constituency. 
Fortunately for the people of 
Wahkaji, Danggo who won 
from the Congress Party in 
the 2018 elections decided 
to join the NPP four months 
after he was elected (possibly 
with the promise of getting 
some cushy post from the 
ruling party). Danggo lost

had
been going on for at least 
two decades. But protests 
from the villagers and pres­
sure groups have put paid to 
the UCIL’s attempts to mine 
the ore. But the question that 
remains unasked is whether 
any individual or group h^s 
the right to halt development? 
Are theproteslsagainst roads 
or railwa^&basediimvpraotio

earning is Cutting down trees 
for charcoal production. Tree 
felling for timber is also ram­
pant. Stumps of trees stand 
out as a testimony of the de­
struction to the environment, 
but who cares when there are 
no alternative livelihoods. 
On the way we come across 
several pick-up vans carrying 
broomstick to the markets of 
i Shillong.They .grunt.their.

XMik)
cal considerations' or emo- which barely has space for
tional hiccups? T*he people of one vehicle to pass.
Wahkaji today regret having All around is a desolate
joined the protest against the barrenness. I asked the people
two-laned highway which of Wahkaji what they grow in
would have better connect­
ed them to Nongstoin and 
Mawkyrwat and speeded up 
their journey to Shillong, 
apart from creating livelihood 
opportunities.

The villagers say that they 
were told by pressure groups 
that the highway is actually 
to facilitate uranium mining 
which would be disastrous for

the village. They say nothing 
grows other than broomstick. 
In areas beyond Wahkaji 
which have rivers flowing 
through in the plains below, 
people grow potatoes and 
peas. One also crosses an 
occasional rice field on the 
way out of Wahkaji through 
to Markasa -  where one 
then touches the Nongstoin

highway.
The questions that re­

main unanswered are what 
if someone should need to be 
evacuated from Wahkaji and 
adjoining areas due to health 
reasons? Might the person not 
die on the way due to the poor 
road condition? And worse, 
if it’s a pregnant woman who 
has gone into labour then the 
plight is unimaginable. The 
reality is thpt each time people 
of Wahkaji need to do a thor­
ough health check up such as 
getting an ultra sound or CT 
Scan done, they have to come 
to Shillong since all those fa­
cilities are not available in the 
district headquarters. It is the 
private hospitals in Shillong 
that have all the equipment 

and the specialist 
doctors but it also 
means that they 
have to pay for ev­
ery service from 
their meagre earn­
ings.

The remains of 
the abandoned road 
project which in­
cludes.the office 
space and residen­
tial quarters of the 
company employ­
ees which is half 
complete has now 
come apart. The 
"brick work has dis­
integrated. Much 
money would have 
been invested in 
creating that space 
now abandoned. 
Who pays for such 
abandoned proj­
ects? Above all 

who pays for the years of 
underdevelopment; the shat­
tered dreams that inflict a 
heavy cost on people?

Citizens of Meghalaya 
have long been held to ransom 
by different pressure groups. 
While civil society action is 
necessary in a democracy, at 
the end of the day the ques­
tion to be asked is, “Who 
do the pressure groups rep­
resent?” If we have elected 
^representatives then why

the shots? Where do they 
derive their mandate from to 
stall a -development project? 
The youth of Wahkaji have 
no livelihoods. Most of them 
come to Shillong looking for 
some kind of labour. Does 
anyone cme to think of their 
plight? Does the MLA haw a 
plan to develop this desolate 
piece of land held to ran­
som by anti-uranium groups ? 
Fight theuranium lobby by 
all means hut no one, has the 
democratic right to stop a road 
from being built.

On Power cuts 
& other issues

Editor,
Apropos the News item 

“Power Disconnection from 
April 16” (ST April 6,2021) 
& “8 hour power cut today” 
(ST April 7, 2021), these 
continuous power discon­
nections and load-shedding 
have totally disrupted life 
and affected productivity. 
What with the looming threat 
of another spell o f load­
shedding from April 16, it 
is unfortunate that till date 
the state has not been able to 
find a solution to the matter 
or offer even a token of as­
surance that a solution is in 
the offing.

On the brighter side, the 
increase in revenue collec­
tion is heartening. This per­
haps, is because of the pro­
active efforts of the current 
CMD, most notably, the sur­
prise inspections carried out 
in Bymihat. Now there are 
many industries in Bymihat 
and if perhaps, stricter vigil 
had been maintained by the 
concerned MeECL engineers 
overseeing that area, greater 
revenue would have been 
collected. The apparent inac­
tion or selective action of the 
concerned engineers should 
raise many uncomfortable 
questions for the MeECL and 
its engineers.

As per the latest power 
dues available on the prapti. 
in website of the Ministry of 
Power, Meghalaya shows the 
highest outstanding dues of 
Rs 549 crores amongst the 
North Eastern states. The 
corresponding figures for

Tripura, Manipur, Nagaland, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam 
and Sikkim are Rs 131 cr, Rs 
98cr,Rs21 cr,Rs2cr,Rs90 
cr and Rs 93 cr respectively. 
How did we, among all NE 
states, manage to accrue 
such a high outstandings? 
And that from a ‘once-upon- 
a-time’ power surplus state! 
An erstwhile Board that 
could at one time grant free 
or discounted domestic elec­
tricity to its employees!

In a local language daily 
dated April 7, the dues of 
selected companies in Me­
ghalaya were highlighted 
and the amount works out 
to approximately Rs 200 
crores. Now is it not perti­
nent to ask why efforts are 
not being made to make 
recoveries of dues from these 
defaulting companies? Again 
the same paper, on the same 
day, published the revised 
electricity tariff wef from 
April 2021.1 am not against 
revision of tariff per se, but 
two questions may perhaps 
be asked; one, why should 
we, the regular bill-paying 
public be made to pay for the 
failure of others? Secondly, 
why should we be repeatedly 
threatened with disconnec­
tion for non-payment when 
the fault appears to lie else­
where?

I fail to understand how 
the MeECL engineers can 
demand the removal of the 
current CMD. Of course, I 
am not aware of the internal 
wranglings that may perhaps 
be present in the organiza­
tion. However, I may add, is 
not a pro-active CMD better 
than a senior, and maybe se­
nile official, who would be so 
overburdened with his duties

that he would not have the 
physical capacity to under­
take tours, let alone surprise 
inspections? The engineers 
were also in opposition to the 
previous CMD because of 
her stringent action against 
an errant engineer. Why 
the opposition? Are they 
trying to protect their own 
without reason and now 
attempting to defend those 
who may have colluded with 
the Bymihat industries or 
maybe, even the Lumshnong 
cement industries?

In looking into the vari­
ous aspects for overhauling 
an organization, especially 
one with high expenditure 
outgo, one aspect that has 
been overlooked, especially 
in the context of MeECL, is 
staffing review. All good or­
ganizations practice optimal 
staffing. It is a known fact 
that one of the many reasons 
why PSUs flounder and fail 
is due to over-staffing. Per­
haps it is ample time now for 
MeECL to conduct a staffing 
review and cut the flab. In 
addition, perhaps extreme 
measures such as freezing 
certain components of sal- • 
ary may be identified. If that 
happens and the economic 
pinch is felt, then perhaps 
the engineers would not be 
over-zealous about defend­
ing their own black sheep. It 
goes without saying there­
fore, that the right people in 
the right place will add value 
and bring revenue. I do not 
know if it is the case now, but 
earlier, MeECL’s employees 
enjoyed pay revision once 
every five years. The State 
and Central Governments do 
this exercise once in every 
ten years.This practice, if

still prevalent in MeECL, 
should be stopped and be 
brought in line with the state 
government practice. This 
exercise would perhaps re­
duce the expenditure burden 
to a great extent.

Past policies may have 
resulted in the current finan­
cial position or perhaps even 
current shortcomings, which 
could include corruption, 
may have also contributed 
to the situation. Be that as 
it may, the task is clear-cut. 
We have to pay our dues. 
Measures have to be taken to 
ameliorate the situation and 
both long-term and short­
term solutions have to be 
identified and implemented. 
Strong political will, iden­
tification of problems and 
solutions, united endeavors, 
determined implementation 
and above all, demand of 
accountability from those 
responsible must be the cor­
nerstone of our efforts. We 
must keep on putting pres­
sure, keep on demanding 
action and keep this issue 
alive in the public domain 
so that things improve and 
are finally resolved.

I iterate, therefore, we 
the public, must not be made 
to suffer. Or threatened!

Yours etc, 
D. Narry, 

Shillong-8.

Nothing to 
celebrate

Editor,
Our state, Meghalaya, 

will complete half a century 
of statehood in 2022. That 
should be an occasion where 
progress and achievement

are celebrated, but an objec­
tive evaluation of the state’s < 
functioning throughout its 
existence paints an extreme­
ly grim picture. In terms of 
numerous developmental 
and societal indices such as 
law and order, infrastruc­
ture, connectivity, health, 
education, environmental 
protection, water supply, 
electrification, women’s 
safety, and the safety of the 
minority non-locals, Megha­
laya’s performance has been 
abysmal.

On the other hand, 
the state has managed to 
“achieve” several dubious 
distinctions. In a comical 
display of incompetence and 
misgovemance, Meghalaya 
has been unable to rebuild 
its Assembly building for 
over 20 years. The state has 
till date also failed to build a 
single medical or engineer­
ing college for its residents. 
In 5 decades, Meghalaya has 
developed no semblance of a 
self-sustaining economy, and 
it continues to depend upon 
New Delhi’s grants (doles) 
for its very survival.

Disturbingly, the situ­
ation is worsening daily. 
Recently there have been 
frequent power cuts, up to 11 
hours a day, as years of cor­
ruption and mismanagement 
in the power sector have 
finally borne fruit. Crimes 
against women have seen 
a sharp spike. Tourism, the 
only sector which had been 
showing signs of growth, 
has been dealt two crippling 
blows: by the pandemic, and 
by a sequence of violent ILP 
agitations. The ILP demand 
continues to haunt the state, 
as Meghalaya seeks to be­

come the only state in the 
country to  be granted the 
ILP, the Sixth Schedule, 
the Land Transfer Act and 
reservations.

While other states form 
Special Investigating Tpams 
(SITs) to investigate serious 
crimes such as terrorism, 
the Meghalaya government 
forms SITs to probe drunken 
brawls between youths. This 
speaks volumes about the 
state of law and order in the 
state. Due to terrible law and 
order situation, Meghalaya 
now also faces a serious 
labour shortage in the state, 
following incidents of mur­
derous attacks on labourers. 
Recently, the Deputy CM 
admitted to having assaulted 
non-tribal residents to “show 
empathy for his own com*- 
munity” during the 1979 
pogrom. Were there any calls 
for resignation or calls for 
investigation following this 
incredible revelation? No, 
of course not. That kind of 
response happens in well- 
functioning civil states, not 
in Meghalaya.

To top it all, our poor, 
mismanaged, resource- 
starved state has the highest 
population growth rate in the 
nation. The future, unfor­
tunately, seems grim. Let’s 
hope New Delhi continues 
to provide doles to fund the 
state’s existence.

Yours etc., 
N.K. Kehar
Shillong-3

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
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Second wave of Covid 
has exposed inadequacies 
in Modi govt’s strategy

By Prakash Karat
With the second wave 

of the Covid-19 infection 
unfolding, India is facing a 
calamitous situation. April 
4 saw the breeching of the 
100,000 mark (one lakh) 
in daily cases with 103,709 
cases recorded. Three days 
later, on April 7, the count 
reached the highest so far 
of 126,260 new cases -  the 
highest daily count in the 
world. The death rate is also 
mounting.

To say that the govern­
ment was unprepared for this 
surge is an understatement. 
On the contrary, the Modi 
government was behaving 
as if the worst was over in 
January and confident that 
the economic recovery was 
well underway.

Both on the health front 
and in providing relief to the 
people during the economic 
crisis, the Modi government' 
has been grossly negligent. 
This was reflected in the' 
union budget for 2021-22. 
The budget had made the 
fantastic claim of 'an un­
precedented 137 per cent 
hike in allocations for the 
health sector when in actual 
terms the budgetary provi­
sion for 2021-22 fbr the 
department of health and 
family welfare shows a 9.6 
per cent decrease over the 
actual expenditure inciifred 
in 2020-21.

The .way in which the 
government hasformulated . 
its vaccination policy is also 
contradictory and confusing. 
So far two vaccines have 
been approved for emer­
gency use -  AstraZeneca’s 
Covishield and Bharat Bio­
tech’s Covaxin. While the 
latter was controversially 
approved for use as part of 
the third phase of trials, the 
regulatory body has still not 
cleared the Russian vaccine 
Sputnik V. It is being used 
in 35 countries iHit awaits 
appapvili f<Mdhami&ctMhg 
by an Indian eompany.

Hie supply of vaccine is 
already falling short with 
stocks rapidly depleting in 
states Where the ssrge is 
most. This is at a time when 
people above 45 are being 
vaccinated from April 1. The 
failure to plan and execute a 
scaled-up vaccination pro­
gramme is glaring.

The government should 
not only see ,that Sputnik V 
is put to use immediately but 
also procure license for pro­
duction of vaccines lik& the 
Johnson & Johnson product 
which requires only a single 
dose. The NovavaXjyaccine 
to be produced by the Serum 
Institute in India as Covovax 
should be expedited. The 
central government should 
also immediately provide 
money for the centrally- 
sponsored scheme -  Aat- 
manirbhar Swasthya Bharat 
Yojana -  which is meant to 
develop capacities in pri­
mary, secondary and tertiary 
health system and other pub­
lic health facilities. Though 
the scheme is to incur expen­
diture of Rs 64,180 crores 
over six years, no allocation 
was made for it in the bud­
get. This scheme should be 
immediately operationalised 
as strengthening the public 
distribution system should 
be the priority.

Contrary to the rosy 
picture projected by the 
government of a V-shaped 
economic recovery, it has 
become evident that growth 
is halting and can be stalled. 
The core sector compris­
ing eight segments marked 
its steepest contraction in 
six months. Manufactur­
ing output had hit a seven- 
month low even before the 
second wave began. Now 
with restrictions being im­
posed due to the surge like 
night 9urfews, weekend 
lockdowns and restrictions 
on movement, economic 
activities are going to be 
further dampened. Even 
though a full lockdown is 
being avoided, the rising toll 
in cases and limited restric­
tions has already affected 
retail trade, restaurants and 
hotels in places like Ma­
harashtra. With jobs being 
axed in the services sector, 
reverse migration of labour 
has begun.

The Modi government 
was singularly callous in ad­
dressing the needs of people 
in distress during the first 
wave of the pandemic. The 
fiscal stimulus package an­
nounced amounted to hardly 
1.5 per cent of GDP in terms 
of additional expenditure. 
Unlike the United States, UK 
and EU countries where sul> 
stantial cash, subsidies were 
given to citizens, the Mod* 
government gave negligible 
cash handouts and refused 
to support small businesses 
and petty producers. The 
spectre of lakhs of migrant 
workers -  men, women and 
children -  walking down the 
highways without food of 
shelter symbolised the calf 
lousness and inhumanity of 
the government’s response.;

The government has fo 
take concrete measures noW 
to meet the impending crisis* 
The first step is to ensure thfjf 
every family is provided 3$ 
kg of foodgrains per month’ 
of which 10 kg should bt? 
free of cost. Earlier the 
government had announced 
provision of 5 kg of rice/ 
wheat and one kg of dal free 
of cost for 80 crore people 
who came under the purview 
of the Food Security Act: 
However, this was continued 
till only November 2020. * 

As of March 1, 2021 • 
India had a huge buffer stock 
of foodgrains of 9 2 crore 
tonnes (including un-milled 
paddy). This is three times] 
more than the mandated buf­
fer. The government should 
increase the quota of free 
foodgrains to 10 kg pe< 
household per month for at 
least the next six months. ( 

AH the opposition parties 
had demandedin September 
2020, Rs. 7,500 cash pay^ 
ment to all families ohtsidfe’ 
the income tax bracket, 
government had only givejr 
p.s.1,500 in three monthly: 
p&sj#to*nts to 
Dhan bank account hol$>! 
ers. Given the ikct that tiiji 
pandemic is getting pro* 
longed, the central gbvera* 
ment should provide a cask. 
subsidy to all families. "!;■ 

With the crisis in emi-; ' 
ployment mounting, thlr. 
MNREGA scheme shoulS' 
be expanded to ensure it; 
least 200 days work a y«& 
with enhanced wages. Titf; 
that is done, there has t6 
be sufficient allocations for 
the wages to be paid for th$ 
work-days implemented, 
in the states, Tlie goverig 
ment should immediately ‘ 
announce an Urban Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme which can providg 
some relief to the urbaij 
unemployed.

• The Micro, Small and Mef 
dium Enterprises (MSME) 
sector provides employment 
to eleven crore people. It is 
this sector which has been 
severely hit by the pandemic; 
and its fallout. So far, the 
steps taken have been totally 
inadequate. The government 
must ensure, apart from ex­
tending the moratorium oji 
loan repayments, waiver of 
interest on pending loans, 
subsidy for buying raw ma­
terials and other support 
measures.

All this will involve a 
much higher level of public 
expenditure than what has 
been budgeted for. The gov­
ernment should not rigidly 
abide by fiscal deficit limits 
and rely on borrowing fcff 
stepping up public expen­
diture. Further, it shoulfl 
increase taxation on corpo­
rates and the super-rich and 
introduce a wealth tax. This 
should replace the perni­
cious reliance on high taxes 
on petroleum products for 
garnering revenue. ’

The central government 
will do well to aim for the 
entire country, what the Kerf 
ala government has done in 
two vital spheres. In Kerala;, 
95 per cent of the people 
with Covid infection have 
got free treatment in the 
public health system. The 
LDF government has also 
provided free food kits to 88 
lakh families during the en­
tire period of the pandemic^ 
The kit consists of not only 
cereals but pulses, edible oil 
and mas alas. (IPA Service)
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Elections, Covid & Coalition Politics
THE rise in numbers of Covid cases across 
the country and in our own state is a cause of 
concern but politicians don’t seem to care. On 
Friday 42 new Covid cases were detected in 
the state. Huge gatherings at election rallies 
in Garo Hills where neither the VIPs not the 
people attending the rallies wore masks could 
become super spreaders. That political leaders 
have themselves let their guards down would 
make it very difficult for the Health Department 
to enforce Covid protocols one more time. In 
fact the Prime Minister and Home Minister of 
the country too have been criss-crossing states 
to gamer votes. It almost looks as if they are im­
mune to Covid. Not one leader exhorted people 
to remain wary of the second wave of Covid 
infections for that would have boomeranged on 
them and the people might have questioned as 
to why what’s good for the political class is not 
good for them. The next few weeks will reveal 
just how dangerous the huge election rallies are, 
when social distancing became a joke and was 
flouted with impunity. Covid cases and deaths 
have risen in the past few days. This calls for 
solid action plans, not a blame game where the 
Union health Minister is blaming the states; 
especially the non-B JP ruled states for failing to 
manage the Covid situation. Is this fair?

Coming to Meghalaya where all is set for 
the elections to the Garo Hills District Council 
scheduled for April 12, life is also set to return 
to normal in the sense that the Chief Minister 
will get back to his office and the CMO’s twitter 
handle will start buzzing. All these weeks the 
CM and his team of ministers have been touring 
Garo Hills like never before. What’s interesting 
is that all the parties in the coalition are going 
it alone in the Council elections. Health Min­
ister AL Hek is campaigning for the BJP; the 
UDP bigwigs are campaigning for their own 
candidates..This makes-di&MDA lOflialitiQn .an 
opp'ottmlistic convergence €»ffpo4itical‘;parties 
whose ideologies differ and who are there just 
to form a government until the five-year tenure 
is done. By 2023 no one knows what the next 
coalition will look like and which new parties 
will make up the eclectic group. During the 
campaign for the GHADC elections each party 
spoke of its virtues and castigated the others 
for their faults. The corruption in the outgoing 
Council and non-payment of staff salaries was 
the reverberating theme. It would be interesting 
to see who forms the next Executive Council or 
if another coalition of disparate forces is in the 
offing. And when the elections are done and 
dusted perhaps the Covid protocols will also 
become more stringent!

8 L e t t e r s  to t h e  K c l i l o r

Animosity of the 
CCORMAU

A Product of 
Fear?

Editor,
On Wednesday, 7th April 

2021, the President of the 
Coordination Committee 
of Registered MeECL (Em­
ployees) Associations and 
Unions (CCORMAU), P. K. 
Chullet demanded a CBI en­
quiry into the alleged irregu­
larities in the Corporation. 
To quote his words “The 
employees of MeECL are 
troubled with the irregulari­
ties at the MeECL for power 
theft and other scams.” He 
also demanded that appropri­
ate action should be initiated 
against any engineers of the 
MeECL indulging in mal­
practices.

The CCORMAU said in a 
meeting that was held recent­
ly they had thoroughly delib­
erated on the recent events 
connected with the irregu­
larities and scams in MeECL 
that have been highlighted 
in the media which also 
includes power theft and the 
CMD’s surprise inspection at 
Bymihat area. Is it however 
possible that rampant power 
theft in Bymihat is going on 
without the knowledge and 
connivance of members of 
the CCORMAU? As we all 
know that technically none 
of this is possible without the 
involvement of engineers. 
It' we go by Arju Dkhar and 
P K.. Chullet’s justification,

the CMD should have in­
formed the officers and the 
industries involved in power 
theft before carrying out the 
inspection so that they could 
have prepared themselves. 
But if this was done, then I 
am sure, power theft would 
not have been discovered in 
the first place because they 
would have done whatever 
they could have to cover 
up for this malpractice and 
misconduct which has come 
to light.

It is also interesting to 
note Aiju Dkhar’s dramatic 
offer to tender his resigna­
tion and let go of his terminal 
benefits. This is startling as 
nobody in their right minds, 
especially a government 
employee would so will­
ingly give up their terminal 
benefits which will support 
them in the future after their 
retirement. So, does this 
mean he has earned enough 
from the irregularities and 
misdeeds unleashed on the 
public all these years to the 
extent that he does not need 
any retirement benefits? One 
can only wonder.

I am positive the citizens 
of Meghalaya are smart 
enough to judge the people 
working at MeECL. It is 
time now for the citizens to 
also raise their voices against 
these people as well for we 
all know that certain func­
tions within the Corporation 
will not operate without their 
involvement. These malefac­
tors have looted the state for 
years and enjoyed stealing 
from the common public

West Bengal Chief Minis­
ter Mamata Banetjee, bitterly 
fighting for re-election of her 
government, has claimed 
during a visit to a temple in 
the midst of electioneering 
that she belongs to Shandilya 
Gotra, one of the eight high­
est Brahmin gotras, and so 
a descendant of Shandilya 
Rishi. This was when the 
priest asked her gotra for per­
forming puja on her behalf. 
This reminds us of former 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi’s declaration before 
last Lok Sabha election that 
he was a “Janeudhari”. He 
visited Kamakhya Temple in 
Guwahati this time. DMK 
leaders in Tamil Nadu find 
it necessary to repeatedly 
affirm that they are not anti- 
Hindus.

Political scientists may 
view this as identity politics 
that can assume different 
avatars to suit the occasion. 
For onlookers, election cam­
paigns are increasingly be­
coming comic shows and, 
speeches less and less on 
public issues and more and 
more on personal and emo­
tional matters. In this trend, 
use of religion as a tool for 
propaganda and as a bond 
that can both integrate and 
disintegrate people is openly 
seen today in the four States 
and one Union Territory go­
ing to polls.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to the Matua 
Temple near Dhaka during 
his visit to Bangladesh to 
participate in the Golden Ju­
bilee celebration of freedom 
of that country also invited 
criticism as having a political 
motive of appeasing Matua 
community of Hindus living 
in North 24 Parganas in West 
Bengal. Modi also said, “This 
is a .pilg îni îge pi^the bond 

toejffiWte. P? % iia 
and Bangladesh...People 
from India visit Orakundi 
each year and we will take 
measures to facilitate the 
pilgrimage”. To Mamata 
Banerjee, it appeared to 
be a case of “vote market­
ing” and it is reported in the 
press that she raised a query 
in her characteristic style 
why PM’s passport and visa 
should not be cancelled.

In election season, there 
is need to befriend alt castes 
and communities while one 
can choose one’s favourites 
off-election season. People, 
particularly those politically 
active, recall that the same 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
disallowed the traditional

by increasing the electricity 
bills which is a regular affair 
every now and then.

TTie deep nexus between 
the contractors, engineers 
and the MeECL officials are 
well known and well estab­
lished with the Corporation. 
As a common citizen, I ap­
peal to the Chief Minister 
to conduct a thorough CBI 
probe with regards to the 
matter.

Yours etc., 
Jordan Diengdoh 

Shillong- 2

When good 
deeds become 
a hindrance to 
perpetrators
Editor,
The Meghalaya Energy 

Corporation Limited (MeE­
CL) has been under a lot of 
criticism for the poor state of 
affairs in supplying power to 
the State. One could initially 
point fingers and solely put 
the blame on the current 
MDA government but look­
ing back at the tenures of the 
previous regimes, there is 
not much difference in the 
functioning of the Depart­
ment.

This could be due to the 
fact that the MeECL has huge 
debts to pay off which has ac­
cumulated over the decades. 
The loans that the Depart­
ment has taken over the years 
is really amusing!Looking

Religion in elections

Appeasement of 
Hindu majority

By Dr S. Saraswathi

practice of taking out a pro­
cession for immersion of 
Durga idol after Durga Puja 
to allow undisturbed Muhar- 
ram procedures. Such con­
tradictory positions assumed 
by political parties are very 
common. Consistency is the 
last virtue in election-related 
activities.

In Puducherry, the BJP 
promised to remove govern­
ment control over all do­
nations given to places of 
worship, to build a temple 
complex at the famous Sani 
Bhagwan Temple at Tirunal- 
lar, to renovate historical 
temples, and conduct annual 
cultural and spiritual festi­
vals. It promised to remove 
all encroachments on temple 
lands, and set up special funds 
for renovation of temples. 
All these were offered to 
make the region a “spiritual

anti-superstition and anti­
caste conferences. It permit­
ted temple mantra in Tamil 
along with Sanskrit. Reforms 
intended for eradicating caste 
inequality and superstition, 
created an impression about 
the DMK as anti-Hindu and 
pro-minority religions.

More recently, Setusam- 
udram Project opposed by 
many on the belief that 
Ram Setu was the bridge 
constructed by Lord Ram 
to cross the ocean to go to 
Lanka and therefore a sacred 
structure that should not be 
demolished was steadfastly 
supported by the DMK — a 
stand that vitally hurt Hindu 
religious sentiments. Its ex­
traordinary enthusiasm in the 
project overlooking even its 
economic viability seemed 
to display a strong anti-Hindu 
posture.

hub”.
The DMK repeatedly as­

serts that it is not opposed to 
any religious faith and would 
uphold religious harmony 
and protect the honour of all 
religions. Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister E Palaniswami be­
longing to the AIADMK says 
that Muslims and Christians

fear when the AIADMK is in 
power. He has also promised 
to renovate 7,000 temples in 
the State.

DMK is taking special ef­
forts to erase the image it has 
earned as an anti-Hindu party 
by its origin and history. Ra­
tionalist leaders of the party 
questioned many traditional 
beliefs and practices still 
followed at home, in “temples 
and in the society as part of 
religious rituals which helped 
to perpetuate social inequali­
ties. They also changed some 
of them. Priestless, ritual- 
less self-respect marriages 
were validated by the DMK 
government. Under Karu- 
nanidhi, the party had held

at the previous regime, the 
total amount of loan taken 
rocketed to a whopping □ 
1629 Cr which is approxi­
mately □ 203 Cr per year as 
compared to the last three 
years amounting to □ 166 
Cr (approx. □ 55 Cr per 
year) only. This in return is 
creating a serious problem 
in running the Department 
smoothly.

As mentioned by the 
Power Minister in the re­
cently concluded Budget 
Session with respect to the 
One Time Settlement (OTS) 
Scheme, it aims to pave the 
way for consumers to pay 
off their outstanding dues 
such as to increase the billing 
efficiency in the State. The 
initiative led by the CMD 
offers waiver of 100 per cent 
of Delayed Payment Charges 
(DPC) or 30 per cent of 
the total outstanding dues, 
whichever is more beneficial 
to the consumers.

With the recent news in 
the media stating that vari­
ous industries in Bymihat 
have been continuously us­
ing electricity illegally, this 
OTS Scheme would in one 
way prove to be beneficial 
in bringing these illegal ac­
tivities to rest. When we say 
there is a large proportion of 
consumers not paying their 
bill’s, it is somewhat still 
logical since the amount ac­
cumulated for the consumers 
would not be at par compared 
to the bills that the industries 
owe to the MeECL. The 
Government should strictly 
follow up on the issue and try

Karunanidhi’s questions 
over the engineering quali­
fications of Lord Ram to 
build a bridge could have 
pleased his associates as 
a political joke or for his 
secular faith but would not 
have gone well with Hindu 
majority. DMK has to wipe 
clear of anti-Hindu tag -  a 
tag which does not fit the

alists. But, if1g&{Sa3^SiR: 
political opponents and so an 
immense burden for DMK 
to be offloaded by deliber­
ate pro-Hindu promises and 
gestures.

Post-Karunanidhi DMK 
has a difficult task of gaining 
the support of all sections of 
Hindu majority not possible 
without respecting Hindu 
sentiments. Promoting Res­
ervation Policy alone is not 
enough for collecting votes. 
It has to adopt a strategy 
suitable for all. Hence, it 
can neither openly stick to 
original DMK ideology per­
taining to religion, nor get 
out of it with the result that 
it has to profess a novel “po­
litical secularism” that openly

its best to revive the dried-up 
Corporation and bring it to 
its track.

The CCORMAU has 
recently argued and ques­
tioned the reforms initiated 
by the Power Department 
and MeECL authorities. 
However, they have failed to 
explain why they are against 
the One Time Settlement 
Scheme (OTS) which will 
waive off Delayed Payment 
Charges (DPC) for domestic 
and industrial consumers to 
recover outstanding dues. 
The Association was against 
giving special tariff to Bymi­
hat Industrial Association 
(BIA) but at the same time 
they conveniently forget to 
mention that the tariff is not 
set by the Power Department 
and MeECL but it is done 
so by the Meghalaya State 
Electricity Regulatory Com­
mission (MSERC). Quoting 
the Power Minister in the last 
concluded assembly “The 
tariff is revised every year 
and there are petitions laid 
down by consumers and as 
such the consumers can peti­
tion the MSERC for revision 
of tariffs"

It is high time that the 
irregularities in the MeECL 
come to a stop. As a con­
cerned citizen I also feel it 
is time for the people and 
the Government to work to­
gether as responsible citizens 
and revive the mess that the 
Department is currently un­
dergoing. Our State cannot 
always dwell in the same 
period the MeECL has been 
going through over the years.

supports minority religious 
groups and privately follows 
the religion of the majority.

West Bengal presents a 
classic case of religious po­
larisation in the present elec­
tion. In the Indian elections, 
religious affinity is used so 
far to appeal for votes, to 
select candidates, and for 
mobilisation of bloc votes by 
promises and offers. It was 
usually applied to gamer sup­
port of minority groups which 
are inclined to form groups. 
This politics has gone too far 
and has now created need for 
“majority appeasement” to 
balance the disturbed scales.

Mamata Baneijee accused 
the BJP of try ing to divide the 
minority votes and playing 
communal politics. “It is my 
responsibility to ensure your 
security and well-being of 
your society”, she told the 
minority groups. She was 
not averse to reciting Islamic 
verses in government events, 
but protested against Jai Shri 
Ram slogan and walked out 
of the birth anniversary func­
tion arranged forNetaji where 
PM was also present. The 
epithet “Mother of Minority 
Appeasement” used for her 
by a BJP leader, whether 
fitted her or not, indicated 
that elections still have use 
for religious divisions and 
appeasement politics.

In Kerala, Modi took up 
the case of protecting Indian 
culture. Citing the incidents 
at Sabarimala Temple for 
allowing entry of women in 
all age-groups as intrusion of 
activists in the culture of the 
land, he resented portraying 
Kerala culture as “regressive” 
and the attempts made to “de­
stabilise place of worship”. 
He started his speech by 
chanting “Swamiye Saranam 
Ayyappa” and paid tributes 
to several temples- iri tHe1 Re­
gion. With large population 
of Muslim and Christian 
minorities, Kerala has a com­
posite culture.

It is clear that in the present 
election series, the most note­
worthy and surprising feature, 
because of its rather sudden 
emergence is the politics of 
Hindu majority appeasement. 
The well-established minority 
religious pampering is today 
facing a parallel growth of 
majority appeasement. When 
the BJP does it, it is part of its 
ideology of protecting and 
preserving Hindu religion; 
when others do it, it is their 
secular outlook!—INFA

(The writer is former Di­
rector, ICSSR, New Delhi)

I
It is time for the Department 
to do away with its lousy 
work ethics and start anew 
by putting in place a con­
temporary system to sort out 
the wrongdoings within the 
Department and bring about 
the much needed change.

Yours etc., 
Abigail Syiemlieh, 

Shillong-1

State in 
doldrums

Editor,
When one goes through 

certain traumas and difficul­
ties in life, there is a saying 
in English which provides 
hope to the one undergoing 
the suffering and that say­
ing is, 1 Have hope, there is 
always a light at the end of 
the tunnel1. In Meghalaya's 
case, I am afraid, this old 
saying might not apply as, 
what with the rampant cor­
ruption in most spheres of 
government and with the 
power situation being what 
it is, the light at the end of 
the tunnel will probably soon 
have to be switched off. God
help us.

Yours etc., 
D.M. Pariat, 
Shillong -  3

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Centre-States Pow Wow

Mars vaccination 
drive

By Insaf

An unsavoury slugfest 
between the Centre and Op­
position ruled states over 
Covid vaccination is the last 
thing that the country needs 
to be embroiled in. Unac­
ceptable! Allegations of 
vaccine shortage by Maha­
rashtra, Delhi, Chhattisgarh, 
and Punjab have not gone 
down well with New Delhi. 
“Vaccine supplies are being 
monitored on a real-time 
basis, and State governments 
are being apprised regularly 
about it,” has reacted Union 
Health Minister Harsh Vard- 
han. He claimed the charges 
were “utterly baseless”, par­
ticularly in Maharashtra 
and ‘nothing but an attempt 
to divert attention from its 
repeated failures to control 
the spread of pandemic.’The 
State had said that it had 
13 lakh doses of Covaxin 
and these would last just 3 
days. Vardhan also hit out 
at Delhi’s re­
quest foro-i 
pening up 
vaccination! 
to everyone

Round The States

between different political 
parties. True to her style, 
she shot back with: “Why is 
that no complaint has been 
filed against Narendra Modi, 
who talks about Hindu and 
Muslim (vote banks) every 
day? How many complaints 
have been lodged against 
those who had uttered the 
word ‘mini Pakistan’ during 
the Nandigram campaigns.” 
Worse, she told the EC that 
it could issue 10 show-cause 
notices, but her reply would 
be the same, “I will always 
speak against any division 
of Hindu and Muslim votes.’ 
Predictably, all eyes are oh 
Nirvachan Sadan how it 
tames, the Bengal tigress, 
with five phases of elec-i 
tions due.

Setback for MVA 
There’s no respite for the 

Maha Vikas Aghadi gov­
ernment in the high profile 
corruption case against its 
former Home Minister Anil 

eshmukh. 
t ’s fa* 
om over 

it had
above 18 years of age saying 
goal posts are being changed 
to camouflage their poor 
performance in the vaccina­
tion drive. A pointer was 
vaccination of health care 
workers. Maharashtra has 
done only 86%, Delhi 72% 
and Punjab 64 per cent with 
the first dose. In comparison
10 States/UTs have done 
over 90%.

Vardhan also hit out at 
Chhattisgarh saying that 
comments of its leaders on 
efficacy of the Covaxin vac­
cine was a deliberate move 
to ‘spread misinformation 
and panic’ and that it would 
be better if the State govern­
ment ‘focusses its energies 
on ramping up their health 
infrastructure rather than on 
petty politicking. ’ Though he 
chose to single out Chhat­
tisgarh on this front, reports 
say that there are at least 14 
States, including BJP-ruled 
Goa and Himachal Pradesh, 
which have refrained from 
using a single dose of Co­
vaxin in their vaccination 
drive. No words or rep­
rimand for them? It must 
win confidence of all in this 
battle against Covid. It’s 
not enough to wamthat the 
situation is getting worse, 
with the country recording 
13.1 million cases, and next 
four weeks being ‘very very 
critical’, and expressing 
‘maximum concern’ over 
rival governments. It must 
remember the adage a stitch 
in time saves nine. Politics 
in the times of Covid is cer­
tainly not touche.

Bengal-EC row
Election Commission has 

more on its plate than bar­
gained for. The incorrigible 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee takes it 
on. Two notices have been 
issued one after another to 
Didi for violating the Model 
Code of Conduct during ral­
lies. One, her utterances on 
Central paramilitary forces, 
where she accused those 
on poll duty of functioning 
under Centre’s instructions, 
committing excesses and 
the EC was turning a blind 
eye, invited a stem rebuke. 
Stating these as “completely 
false and provocative,” the 
poll body has asked for an 
explanation by today, else 
she would face stiff action 
as her remarks were “caus­
ing extreme demoralisation 
amongst the ranks and file 
of these forces.” Two, she 
was served notice for ap­
pealing to minority voters 
not to divide their votes

'as
» claimed last 

week. On Thursday last, the 
Supreme Court dismissed 
its petitionand one filed 
by Deshmukh challenging 
Bombay High Court order 
for a ‘preliminary inquiry’ 
by CBI into allegations lev­
elled by former Mumbsu 
police commissioner Param 
Bir Singh. The two-judge 
bench said: ‘nature of allega­
tions, the personas involved 
and seriousness of allega­
tions do require an inde-̂  
pendent agency to enquire 
into the matter. It is a matter 
of public confidence giveri 
the factual scenario...what 
has been directed is only a 
preliminary enquiry albeit 
by an independent agency.” 
Deshmukh’s counsel had 
argued the HC order would 

, -affect federaVi&ni&ure’ 
as the State had already 
withdrawn general consent 
to CBI to probe cases in its 
territory. But the apex court 
was firm: ‘the two personas 
involved... were closely 
working together till they 
fell apart, both holding a par' 
ticular position. Then should 
the CBI not investigate?.;. 
This is not your enemy who 
has made these allegations, 
but almost your right-hand 
man’ .It also ruled out a case 
of ‘political rivalry’ as al­
leged by MVA government 
saying the Centre uses the 
CBI, not independent, just 
to settle scores. With that 
issue settled, all eyes shall 
now be on CBI’s preliminary 
enquiry. A fortnight turns out 
to be along harrowing wait 
indeed.

Tripura wakes up 
Tripura seems to have 

finally woken up that it’s nqt 
immune to the corona virus 
and the government is get­
ting its act together. Now, so 
late? Guess, the realisation 
dawned only after none other 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku­
mar Deb tested positive for 
Covid-19. There’s a flurry 
of activity and government 
has now issued restrictions 
to control the spread of virus 
specially in its offices. The 
list includes: a maximum of 
20 persons can attend official 
meetings; they should sit at 
least one metre apart; must 
follow protocols such as 
wearing of masks, carrying 
hand sanitizers and visi­
tors would now be allowed 
entry with prior permission 
only.lt now sees the nee4 
to order that wearing of 
masks or face shields are 
mandatory at offices and 
public places and anyone 
found not wearing a mask 
will be fined. Insaf recalls 
its visit to Agartala in early 
February and to its horror 
found that Covid protocols 
were hardly in place. An oft 
heard response was ‘there’s 
no Covid here!’ The north­
east being ‘different’ came 
into play. Even in Guwahati, 
the response was similar. In 
comparison to other States, 
Tripura has just ‘70 people 
under treatment for Covid’ 
and the positivity rate is a 
mere 5.19%, as per the State 
Covid control room. Be that 
as it may, it must enforce the 
guidelines it has woken up to 
and not miss the woods for 
the trees. INFA
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E-fuelllng’ New Feminism
Today, communication through digital tools has expanded the horizon 
across the world at a dizzying speed. Academic Meena Pillai explores 
how the growth of digital communications empowers activists to 
work for women's rights, reports SPAN writer Michael Gallant

W hat happens when people 
f ig h tin g  fo r w o m en ’s 
r ig h ts  u n ite  n o t ju s t  

through m eetings and m arches, 
but web conferences, chat rooms 
and o th e r  d ig i ta l  p la tfo rm s ?  
A ccording to Meena P illai, Ful- 
bright-N ehru Fellow, the answer 
could be a pow erful m ovem ent 
like nothing seen before.

Pillai works at the U niversity 
o f K erala, w here she serves as 
a p ro fessor for the In stitu te  of 
English, director o f the Centre for 
Cultural Studies, and director of 
the School of English and Foreign 
Language.

Her research and teaching look 
at how the growth o f digital com ­
m unications em powers activ ists 
to w ork for w om en’s rig h ts  at 
local, regional and even in terna­
tional levels.

“ T h is  is the  r is e  o f  a new  
fem inism ,” she says, “where the 
digital world has opened up the 
p o ssib ility  for o rdinary  women 
to narrate their stories too. This 
will lead to a bigger ensem ble of 
vo ices,” she says.

P illai describes d igitally-em - 
powered fem inist movem ents of 
the fu tu re  as b u ild in g  w ithou t 
the need for leaders, but with the 
potent ability to challenge institu­
tions and structures that oppress 
women.

“I see my research as capturing 
this b rillian t h istorical junctu re ,” 
she says, “where women around 
the w orld are aw akening to the 
possib ilities  o f new sisterhoods 
o f resistance .”

P illai has spent three decades 
studying and teaching topics re ­
lated to language, culture, com ­
m unications and gender. She first

won her f irs t F u lb rig h t-N eh ru  
fe llow sh ip  two decades ago to 
study at Ohio S tate U niversity  
in the m id-1990s. She completed 
her second fellow ship, in which 
she was named a Fulbright-Nehru 
Academic and Professional Excel­
lence Award Scholar, in 2020.

For the  second  fe llo w sh ip , 
P illa i trav e lled  to the U n iver­
sity o f C aliforn ia, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) as a v isiting  professor. 
She taught a course titled “New 
Geographies o f Women’s Digital 
D issen t,” that focused on some 
o f her core interests: combining 
m u ltip le  academ ic d isc ip lin e s , 
ex am in in g  w o m en ’s r ig h ts  as 
d esc rib ed  in m ovies and m ass 
media, and looking at how culture 
and gender intersect in everyday 
life . For P illa i, the experience 
was w onderful— and the students 
with whom she interacted as v i­
tal and fascinating as the subject 
m atter itself.

“T eaching an ec lectic  group 
o f  s tu d en ts , in c lu d in g  A frican  
Am ericans, was one of the most 
rewarding experiences ever,” she 
says.

“For every aspect o f feminist 
m o b i l is a t io n  and d is s e n t  we 
discussed , w hether from India, 
Tunisia, or related to #MeToo in 
Am erica, there were always d if­
ferent opinions.”

She d e sc rib e s  the d iv e rs ity  
o f voices as rich and powerful, 
though nav igating  cu ltura l d if­
ferences proved challenging  at 
tim es. “When I told my students 
o f the m enstrual taboos in India, 
I could see that they were visibly 
shaken,” she says.

When she heard about the diffi­
culties women faced in the United

States trying to deal with oppres­
sion and sexism, she felt shocked 
as well. “So, we unlearned and 
then learned together,” she says.

The bonds P il la i  fo rg ed  in 
the U nited S tates were strong. 
T hough her w ork at UCLA is 
now com plete , she rem ains, in 
touch with many o f her American 
students and faculty colleagues, 
and she considers them “ lifetim e 
bonds across tim e and sp ace .” 
She c re d its  her le c tu re s  and 
conversations within the United 
States as helping to inspire her 
cu rren t book-in -p rog ress, New 
Fem inism s.”

“Today, I am carrying little bits 
of all that I saw, taught, learned 
and loved  d u rin g  th is  un ique 
journey of a lifetim e,” sha says, 
“h opefu lly  having le ft a li tt le  
o f  me behind, in the num erous 
academic and affectionate ties I 
m ade.”

For those  in te re ste d  in fo l­
lowing P illa i’s example via Ful­
bright-Nehru fellowships o f their 
own, P il la i’s advice is sim ple: 
“Go for it! It w ill change you, 
change your world. It w ill push 
the lim its o f your horizons and 
enable you to sprout new wings. 
It is a window to new worlds, new 
p o ss ib ilitie s , new people. In a 
networked world, it will open new 
pathways o f  research collabora­
tion and humain in teraction.”

P illa i desc rib es  her fe llo w ­
ship as a transfo rm ative  expe­
rien ce . “ It changed the way I 
perceived the w orld ,” she says, 
“and changed the manner in which 
I had im agined  and fash ioned  
m yself and my academic work. It 
helped me forge deep bonds for 
life .” (SPAN-TWF)

Legendary musician Dave Grohl's 
saga to come alive in The Storyteller

D ave G rohl has been  one 
o f the m ost beloved and 
respec ted  figu res on the 
international music scene since his 

recorded debut with the alterna­
tive rock band Nirvana on 1991s 
generation-defining Nevermind.

Grohl had taken centre-stage 
with his incumbent rock band Foo 
F ighters’ 1995 self-titled  debut, 
the first o f 10 albums in a massive 
12-Grammy-winning streak, most 
recently including the No 1 chart­
ing M edicine at M idnight.

He has tra v e lle d  the  p lan e t 
do ing  the th in g  he loves m ost
-  playing rock n roll m arathons 
for tens o f thousands o f ecstatic 
Foo F ighter fans, but when the 
pandem ic necessitated going into 
lockdow n, G rohl toolc stock o f 
how he m ight use th is m om ent 
o f pause.

Channeling his creativ ity  into 
w riting and using his rem arkable 
skill for storytelling, in May 2020 
he w rote a moving reflection for 
The A tlantic on m issing the thrill 
of live music during the Covid era 
that went viral.

Then, ending a longstand ing  
self-im p o sed  ex ile  from  socia l 
m ed ia, G ro h l's  new  In stag ram  
account @ davestruesto ries was 
born. This new platform  became 
a way for Dave to share his ex­
trao rd inary  (and funny) stories 
with fans and fellow music nuts 
and now, G rohl is set to build  
upon that momentum with his first 
book, The Storyteller  (Simon & 
Schuster).

It’s as much a celebration of mu­
sic as it is about the moments that 
have moulded him into the man he 
is today. From hilarious childhood 
mishaps, touching family moments, 
leaving home to see the world at 
eigh teen , to spectacular stories 
about Nirvana, Foo Fighters, Da­
vid Bowie, Joan Jett, Iggy Pop, 
Paul M cCartney, playing drums 
for Tom Petty on Saturday Night 
Live, perfo rm ing  at the W hite 
House, and even swing dancing 
w ith AC DC, with all love, laughs, 
loss and embarrassments along the 
wav. It’s a fascinating look at a life 
lived loud.

"There is a common thread that 
runs throughout everything that I 
do: storytelling. Whether in song, 
docum entary film or on the page,
1 have always felt compelled to 
share moments from my life. This 
inclination is a huge part of what 
excites me creatively but also as \ r m

..............V.

a human being," Grohl said.
In M arch 2020 realising that 

his day job with the Foo F ight­
ers was going to go on hold, he 
started an Instagram account (@ 
davestruestories) and decided to 
focus all of his creative energy on 
writing some o f his stories down, 
som eth ing  he loves doing but 
never really had the time for.

"I soon found that the reward I 
felt every time I posted a story was 
the same as the feeling I get when 
playing a song to an audience, so I 
kept on writing. The response from 
readers was as soul-filling as any 
applause in an arena. So, I took 
stock o f all the experiences I've 
had in my life -  incredible, dif­
ficult, funny and emotional -  and 
decided it was time to finally put 
them into words.

"From my early days growing 
up in the suburbs o f Washington, 
DC, to  h ittin g  the road  at the 
age o f 18, and 411 the'm usic that 
followed, I can now share these 
adven tures w ith  the w orld , as 
seen and heard from behind the 
microphone. Turn it up," Grohl 
added.

G rohl has also d irec ted  the 
eight-part HBO docuseries Foo 
Fighters: Sonic Highways, which 
prem iered in October 2014 and 
went on to win two of the four 
Emmys for which it was nom i­
nated (outstanding sound mixing 
for non-fiction programming and 
ou tstan d in g  sound ed iting  for 
non-fiction programming).

Described by Grohl as a love 
letter to the history o f American 
m usic, each episode chronicles 
the creation of one song on Sonic 
Highways album, each written and 
recorded in a different American 
m u s ica l lan d m ark  — A u stin , 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Nashville, 
New Orleans, New York, Seattle 
and Washington, D.C.

"I don’t think I have ever seen 
such universal excitem ent in a 
company during an auction, with 
so many o f my colleagues shar­
ing their very personal memories 
of Dave and his music as we put 
our bid together. But, in the end, 
what really sets this book apart is 
the sheer brilliance of the writing: 
this is a rock memoir that will 
set the standard for a generation 
to come, as he truly is THE sto­
ryteller," Deputy Publishing D i­
rector, Non-Fiction Ian Marshall, 
who negotiated the deal to publish 
the book, said. (IANS)

wonder
Saree-inspired paintings 
on view at a Delhi exhibition t

By Siddhi Jain

Pain tings by D ipali Desh- 
pande, an artist seized by 
her love for the nine-yard 

wonder and Indian women's cloth­
ing and textiles, will be on view at 
the All India Fine Arts and Crafts 
Society (AIFACS), Delhi, from 
April 16-22.

The solo art exhibition titled  
'Resham' by Deshpande will fea­
ture unique paintings on draper­
ies, textiles, and handlooms.

During her childhood in a small 
tow n in w estern  M aharash tra , 
the artist spent time at her fam­
ily ’s textile showroom with her 
grandparents and observed fabric 
folds and their free flow. The feel 
of different types of fabrics has 
always fascinated her, she says, 
adding that she has deep adora­
tion for the luxury and richness 
of silk.

Deshpande says, "I see so much 
beauty in Indian culture and aes­
thetic o f women's fashion here
— the style of their hair, drapes, 
jew ellery — all of those portray 
traditional India. Moreover, I love 
and am inspired by silk and han- 
dloom fabric, these are the trea­

sures of India that I feel need 
be preserved, which is so m e th i^  
I do through my art."

Her works show that along w ^  
a special taste of various typtSr 
o f fabric or textile materials, 
artist also has researched on tfi> 
invention of the tim eless nine!> 
yard w onder and its evolu tion  
from Indus Valley civ ilization’ 
to today's modern trendy drapes* 
and how expensive stones aflS 
gold threads made their way $  
exclusive saris. *»'

Traditional oil painting te c h ­
niques with modern materials cret- 
ate a strong base for her works**

A strong observer, Deshpandg 
includes intricacies on texture', 
colour, em broidery m otifs, and 
accessories in her work. She h |s  
been trained in old masters' tra­
ditional oil painting technique^, 
and strongly believes and respecjs; 
traditional methods of paintings?

"To catch that 100 per cant 
m aterial feel is im portant. Eftf 
example, while viewing a paints, 
ing, silk should give you that ri<;lc 
silky, smooth, and luxurious f$«t 
while ju te should give you tljat 
rough feeling (texture)," she says: 
(IANS life) :>
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The Gopichand Factor flatters to deceive
By Vishnu Makhiiani

H ero or hurdle? That's the 
question one is left won­
dering after reading The 

Q opich an d  F a cto r  (W estland) 
given author Abhijeet Kulkarni's 
praising sky high only the second 
Indian to win the All-England  
badminton title but also grudg- 
i*gly admitting how he has been 
ail impediment to the game while 
being the Chief National Coach 
for the past 14 years while s i­
multaneously running his private 
training academy — leading to 
repeated charges o f a huge con­
flict o f interest.

"Only time w ill tell whether 
India can become a world bad­
minton superpower like China, 
Japan and Korea in the near 
future. But the first two de­
cades o f  this century have 
d efin itely  transformed the 
country's most popular rec­
reational sport into an aspi- 
rational career option.
■ "And the credit for that 

definitely goes to Gopichand 
and h is  band o f  racquet- 
wielding champions," Kulkar 
rii writes in the Introduction.
.. At the same time, "the mis­

trust b etw een  G opichand and 
tile BAI (Badminton Association  
«J India) has currently reached 
a* lev e l where neither o f  them  
i |  w illing to take a single step 
tQwards resolution, and that is 
threatening to derail the whole 
process. Things are unlikely to 
mpve in the right direction till 
cfae o f the two budges," Kulkarni 
writes in the concluding chapter 
tiiied  "Challenges And The Way 
l^orward" o f  the 206-page book.
•’ It's true that Gopichand has 

^ « n  a host o f  awards, includ­
ing the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
and the Padma Bhushan and that 
hiis academy has produced sev­
eral badminton players including 
Saina Nehwal, P.V. Sindhu, Sai 
P jan eeth , Parupalli K ashyap, 
Srikanth K idam bi, Arundhati 
P antaw ane, G urusai Datt and 
Arun Vishnu.

But it also true that with Rio 
O lym pics silv er  m edallist PV 
Sindhu decid ing to opt out o f  
G oqlf ly n d  acaf^jpy ^pd traic

with Korean coach Park Tae Sang 
at the Gachibowli Indoor Stadi­
um, the World Champion has fol­
lowed in the footsteps of London 
Olympic bronze m edallist Saina 
Nehwal, who too had walked out 
o f the Gopichand academy a few 
years ago to train under U. Vimal 
Kumar in Bengaluru. Saina has 
since returned back to the city to 
train  under Gopichand.

It has been on the cards that 
S indhu  w ould  not tra in  under 
Gopichand ever since she left for 
L o n d o n  to  t r a in

there b e -
fo r e  r e -  turning in
February. Although she has been 
saying all is well with Gopichand, 
there is no denying the fact there 
is not much o f a good rapport be­
tween the coach and the player.

Then, as is asked o f any sport, 
where's the second line after the 
current crop o f players are past 
their prime?

This has been beautifully ca­
tered for by the National Cricket 
A cadem y and the MRF Pace 
Foundation in the case o f cricket 
because there is a clear separation 
between the trainers and the team 
selectors — but not in the case o f  
badminton, where both roles are 
combined in Gopichand.

Where is the second line o f  
players, JANS asked Kulkarni in 
an interview.

"This is a question that I have 
ratted iaany.lnftes»«n *he p&st in

my writing as well as my conver­
sations with the authorities. In 
the last two decades, even I could 
have named half a dozen players 
capable of making the second line 
if  groomed properly. But that did 
not happen," Kulkarni replied.

"We have had the likes o f Siril 
Varma and Aditya Joshi becoming 
Junior World Number 1 but then 
they suffered injuries and are now 
struggling to find their footing 
again. While we understandably 
put in m ajor am ount o f money 
and attention on our senior stars, 
there was a need to look after the 
juniors as well and that did not 
happen.

"For me, this is a typical flaw 
o f  our In d ian  system  ac ro ss  

sports. We are so happy that 
things are going smoothly in 
the present that we don't re­
ally give a proper thought to 
the time when things won't be 
going this good in the future. 
And it is difficult to pin the 
blame on either Gopichand or 
the BAI for this. I feel both 
could have worked together 

to create a b etter system  to 
groom these juniors," Kulkarni 

m aintained.
Thus, the major obstacle seems 

to be the continuing tussle  be­
tween Gopichand and the BAI.

"It's quite a tricky question to 
answer. Things definitely began 
on a wrong note between the new 
BAI office bearers and Gopichand 
when they came up with the new 
constitutional amendment, which 
he felt was specifically targeted at 
him. Since then there have been 
attem pts to sort out the differ-* 
ences on various occasions and 
some progress has been made.

" I f  you  see the  s ta tem en ts  
that G opichand has given over 
the last one year, he is trying to 
make a case that as chief national 
coach he should have the freedom 
to im plem ent a ce rta in  system  
regarding coaching and tourna­
ments his way and then be held 
accountable for the Indian team 's 
perform ances.

"The BAI obviously wants to 
spread the net w ide, provide a 
level p laying field  to all those 
participating across the country, 
when it co*mes (b  Selection T>T

coaches, players and even sched­
u ling  dom estic tournam ents. I 
think both are right in their own 
ways. The real need of the hour 
is to find a middle path that will 
continue to help India produce

While senior camps are going on 
at the Gopichand academy, junior 
camps are now being held only 
before m ajor tournam ents and 
at separate venues. This means 
that the juniors rarely get to spar

fMMMi
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many more champion players," 
Kulkarni m aintained.

But then, the lack o f a proper 
coaching system and a vision for 
developing the next generation 
players is likely to haunt Indian 
bacRKmfon ’In’*the’ commg years.’

with their seniors unless they ^re 
part o f the Gopichand academy 
or have access to quality tra in ­
ing partn ers like at the PPBA 
(P takash  Padokone Badm inton 
Acatlemy) or some select centres 
■ffi BengalWu. ' ’

Kulkarni hedged on this, mere­
ly repeating that Gopichand had 
been demanding he be given the 
freedom to decide on coaching 
schedules and tournaments.

But then, this is an issue that 
cannot be easily wished away.

Even the Bombay High Court 
had taken note of the conflict of 
interest issue.

"It- appears there is a possi­
bility  of conflict of interest in 
R espondent No 1 (Gopichand) 
running his own private acad­
emy and as head o f the selection 
p an e l... Those who attend his 
p rivate camp may be selected. 
He may be a good coach but it 
affects fairness of selection," a 
Division Bench headed by Chief 
Justice Mohit Shah had said in 
December 2012 on a petition by 
Prajakta Sawant who contended 
she was not selected for the na­
tional coaching camp because she 
sought a change in the doubles 
and mixed doubles partners.

However, nothing further was 
heard on this matter.

Q: What then, is the way out? 
M ore so as you say, India has 
m iles to go before catching up 
with badmiHton powerhouses like 
China, Japan and South Korea 
that have a select bunch of play­
ers participating at every level... 
w ith  a dedicated  support s ta ff 
travelling with them. ^

"I think the only answer is that 
the overall system has to be big­
ger than any individual, be it a 
coach or a player. Everyone has 
to play their roles to the perfec­
tion.

"That is one thing most Asian 
countries have in place. Everyone 
has their own system of grooming 
and nurturing talent and I think 
it's time BAI also puts together a 
pan-India system to support the 
elite national camps i f  we want 
to continue this progress on the 
world badminton stage," Kulkarni 
replied.

In all fairness then, it would 
be left to the reader to make an 
informed judgem ent on the ques­
tion that was initially asked: Hero 
or Hurdle?

(The author can be reached at 
WShftu .'fndkhijaju riifî n)

‘Star - Gazing’
By PL Ajal Bhambl Sunday, APRIL 11,2021

Saitm on your solar return chart and It w i give very good results. 
Your ta lly  wfl iwpact you very much. Your sMngs w l support you fuly. They 
w l obey your orders. You w i get success in business/piofession. You will be 
succaatM in matters of love and romance. New job often wfl keep coming. Your 

‘ financial port is going to be strong. You w l also develop contacts with persons 
-M ig far from you. You w l make effort to make money. You w i also extend a hand 
'of friendship towards a friend in need. You will bring new practices in your 
business. There are possfcities of buying a new house or property. You will 

’ ■main In tie  pink of your health and there is nothing to worry. Elders wS keep 
'blessing you.

>*Ailm : (Maich 21 - April 20)
The work that was held up for some time wW get done. You wiH 
feel relieved finally. People wiH start understanding you and 
your talent w l fM y  get noticed. You can get a job promotion 
too. Your financial resources w l open up and you w l feel more 
secure. You w l make use of your talent and earn money with 
your own efforts. Negative thoughts that were going in your mind 
w l finely get removed. This w l set you apart from others. The 
relationship between husband and wife will be very cordial. 
Both w l understand each other's feelings. You wll also extend 
a helping hand towards someone in need. Those in politics or 
meda w l see their influence get stronger. You will make contact 
w ti new people. And w l give maximum time to your family. 

Tauna: (April 21 - May 21)
You w l be getting the support of people in aH spheres of life. You 
w l ^so get fie  blessings aid Hfe lessons from your eMers. A 
decision taken by you after a lot of thought wH bring very good 
results. Your area of influence w l widen. You w l earn money 
with your own efforts. You will have success in love affairs. 
Thing* are changing for you. You will enjoy happy moments. 
You w l also receive good news from somewhere. The tension 
that was there between brothers and relatives wil come to an 
end with the help of someone's mediation. Your enemies and 
foes w l be active, but w l not be able to.harm you. You can 
expect better results in business. Your graph of respect and 
prestige w l move upwards in society.

O m M : (May 22 - June 21)
The works tfiat were held up w l get done. Your tasks wi# get 
completed. You w l expedite impossible tasks, with your wis­
dom. You w l also spend money HboraBy. Work condffions will 
improve. You may get help from such comets cf which you had 
never even imagined. Success wil come up to your door. Your 
financial condtoon w l be quite strong. Your colleagues will also 
cooperate with you. You will spend wonderful time with your 
partnarfspouse. The door of success and fame are opened for 
you. You will develop a healthy balance between the busy 
schedule at work and famty life. Journey wiH be successful. You 
w l be able to achieve al you desired due to your hard work and 
ML You w l invest wisely in financial matters.

Cancer (Jim* 22 - July 22)
The week w l begin on a bright note. All your held up works will 
be completed. You wll get an important post Victory is written all 
over. There Is yoga of promotion in your job. Your officials will be 
supportive. You w l begin a new work. Days will bring joy and 
wealth. You w l get success in every work. People associated 
with medta and technical field w l reap lot of benefits. You will 
also get benefit from your inheritance. You will also focus on your 
work. There are chances of you going jon trips. You will spend 
your time having fun with your friends and dose people. Politics 
w l attract you. You w l achieve success in your business. You 
w l also see some positive changes in yourself. Decisions taken 
after deep thought w l help you earn money, 

lio ; (July 23 • 23)
The week promises to bring positive results for you. Meeting with 
influential persons w l open the doors of destiny for you. You will 
manage to get the support of your officers and subordinates. 

—. r *  Mwy plans w l occur to you and you w l make an outline of those 
plans. Meeting wilh loved ones w l lighten your mood. You wiH 
be guest somewhere. Your relations with family members will 

I j w  strengths. You w l also plan for a major function. You will ask 
your chtdren to do something special. T* you get success, you 
w l not let go. You will also get success in competitive exams. You 
w l stoo develop your own self. You wil have the desire to learn 
somalNng new, you wiH feel lhat your performance has become 
better than before.

VhfK (Atqjuat 24 ■ T*ptemh*r 22)
-  It is going to be a week full of achievements. There will be

« ■ « »  in al your works. Those who are planning to start a new 
t P I  business venture wil be able to do so. New job opportunities too 

am coming your way. There wfl be success in all your works.

&

Those who are studying will be interested to go for higher 
studies or research. New resources of income will open up. 
There will be favorable conations for business and job. Plans 
for something new will be made. There will be a lot of progress 
in business. You will also meet your spiritual preceptor and that 
will make you feel a blessed life. There are chances of their 
being a change in your thoujfits. You wiH also take the bless­
ings of your parents. And there will be joy and. cheer in family 
relations. Works will be done without any hitch.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
It is going to be a wonderful week. Money that was lent to 
someone w l come back. Your financial condition will be strong 
and stable. Contact will be established with a person living for 
away. It will prove beneficial for you. Your relations with influen­
tial person wiH deepen. You will also keep everyone happy and 
satisfied in your job. Your bosses will encourage you and you 
will implement new ideas. You will have good gains in your 
business. The time is good for enhancing your knowledge. The 
passage of time is also very favorable for you. Government 
related work will get done. You will also remain busy in religious 
work. Relations with friends and relatives will be fruitful. You will 
buy new dothes, jewelry and other things.

Scorplo:(October 24 - November 22)
As you begin to take control over lot of things in life, you will feel 
lot of positive change in yourself. Your talent will come to the fore 

U u and people wilt take notice of you. You will prove your worth too. 
T/lfr  You wll also take some steps that will prove to be just right and

peopla will have respect for your capabilities. Your job pros­
e d  pects too will improve. Works that had been planned will be 

completed. Family life will be blissful. But you will be lost in your 
own world. You will feel a new energy. Your boss and family 
elders will be helpful to you. You will be happy and feel de­
lighted. You will aiso take advice of your faithful friends. 

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
There are indications and Yoga' of receiving unexpected gains 
and windfalls for you this week. You will reap rich dividends from 
some investments you had made in the past. Your financial 
position is going to improve drastically. Your spirits will be high 
and you will remain cheerful. You will find yourself financially 

* ‘ strong and in a better position during this-time. Your creative
potentials will come out before everyone. This is a highly favor­
able time for writing, editing and other creative works. Take 
business related decisions only after giving a lot of thought. Your 
plans and projects will get implemented.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
Your enthusiasm, zest and zeal will help you in achieving what 
you dream your work will get done. You will get attention and 
appreciation from people. Friends will be ready to help you. 
Your area of influence will widen. Through hard work and gift 

a H  you will achieve everything that you had desired for. Your 
M 17 positive thinking and attitude will take you ahead in life. You will 

get success in social welfare works. You will be greatly inclined 
towards religious activities. Company of close friends will be 
helpful in your progress. Cooperation, support and blessings of 
the eider will help you a lot. You will get a new job offer. 

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
It is going to be a wonderful week. Positive changes bought 
about in business and occupation will yield positive results. Time 

_ movement is favorable with respect to career and job. Special
X .  thing to be noted is that during this time you will give your full time

to family and friends. You will minutely examine and decide on 
various aspects related to life. Your mind will be focused on 
studies. New political contacts wHI be made at this time. Your bag 
will remain full when it comes in accomplishments. You will feel 
closed to your loved ones. You will decide on objective for 
yourself and start working towards it. A very enjoyable time 
period.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
It is going to be an amazing week for you. You will have a passion 
to perform tough task. Money will come to you. You will deal with 
your emotions and sensitivity properly during this time. You will 
also keep trying a balance between your family and married life. 
You will get full support of your subordinates. An important 
decision of yours will prove to be correct. You will also meet an 
influential politician or senior officer. You will also get into a fight 
with someone at your workplace. It will not be of any worth. Avoid 
complicating things. There are strong chances of getting a 
reward from long term plans. You will hear a good news related 
to your friend or relative. Your self-confidence will increase by 
leaps and bounds.

Career as Pharmaceutical 
Sales

Ranj an K Baruah

W e have published many 
articles related to manage­
ment and sales and market­

ing. One of the areas of sales and 
marketing where many young people 
get engaged after their graduation 
or post graduation is in the field of 
medical sales which is commonly or 
popularly known as ‘MR’ or Medical 
representatives. Though we use the 
term MR as our easy understanding, 
it may be called as different names 
in different countries but the task is 
more or less the same in all the coun­
tries. There might be some specific 
differences but in simple terms we 
may call it sales related to medicine 
or other health equipment.

Pharmaceutical sales representa­
tives or Medical Representatives 
(MR) are salespeople employed 
by pharmaceutical companies to 
persuade doctors to prescribe their 
drugs to patients. Drug companies 
everywhere spend billions annually 
sending representatives to doctors to 
provide product information, answer 
questions on product use, and deliver 
product samples. Companies main­
tain this provides an educational 
service by keeping doctors updated 
on the latest changes in medical 
science.

A medical representative's job is 
to promote and sell their company's

products, whether that's pharmaceu­
tical drugs or medical equipment. 
Customers can include doctors, 
nurses and pharmacists. The medical 
representative will increase product 
awareness, answer queries, provide 
advice and introduce new products. 
Key responsibilities o f any MR 
includes organising appointments 
and meetings with community- and 
hospital-based healthcare staff, 
identifying and establishing new 
business negotiating contracts, dem­
onstrating or presenting products to 
healthcare staff including doctors, 
nurses and pharmacists, meeting 
both the business and scientific 
needs of healthcare professionals, 
maintaining detailed records, attend­
ing and organising trade exhibitions, 
Conferences and meetings, etc .

Graduates from any stream may 
become medical sales representa­
tives but students from science back­
grounds get more advantage as they 
understand many scientific terms 
easily. One of the important skills 
is effective communication and the 
person must be willing to travel to 
different parts. If someone is work­
ing with any company in the North 
East then s/he must travel to differ­
ent parts of the region. Travelling is 
an important part for the people who 
want to join this field.

As there are many medicine com­
panies, there are more possibilities

in this field for individuals who are 
good in sales and marketing. There 
are some short term training pro­
grammes but individuals who are 
confident and who can travel and 
meet doctors and other health profes­
sionals and make good presentations 
about products can excel in this 
field. Initially individuals start as 
sales representatives but with their 
experiences and knowledge later 
they can become managers and other 
professionals which are having more 
salaries than sales representatives. 
Initially there are challenges and 
pressure in this field but for com­
mitted people things become easy for 
them as they could manage and do 
well through sales and marketing.

I have seen many individuals from 
the North Eastern region who have 
done well in this field and there are 
more possibilities and the health 
profession is booming up. There are 
more doctors and varieties of drugs 
which mean there is demand for sales 
representatives who can get engaged 
in this field. Aspirants may undergo 
various training before joining in 
this field. Initially this field is chal­
lenging but it’s rewarding too.

(The author is a career men­
tor and skill trainer and can be 
reached at bkranjan@gmail.com or 
8473943734 for any career related 
queries)

mailto:bkranjan@gmail.com
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Some hope amid despair
INDIA is now swinging between hope and 
hopelessness. As the Covid-19 scenario remains 
grim, the nation is observing a Tika Utsav, an 
intensified vaccination programme for four days 
from Sunday. This is based on discussions PM 
Modi had with state chief ministers. The Covid- 
linked daily death toll is nearly 1,000 a day. At 
the same time, India is hogging some positive 
limelight for the way its pharma firms are meet­
ing domestic requirements and also extending 
a helping hand to several nations in terms of 
supply of anti-Covid vaccines and special drugs 
for treatment of the infected people. This is the 
silver lining for India in an otherwise cloud- 
filled horizon. While Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi has a point in asking the government 
to halt vaccine export, India would do well to 
adopt a balanced approach. A good image that 
India’s pharmaceutical industry has created in 
these trying times will have a lasting impact and 
help further raise the nation’s status as a pharma 
giant. While it’s easy to earn a bad name, it’s 
difficult to build a good image.

India, as per latest data from the Union Health 
Ministry, has over 11 lakh active Covid cases. 
Over 1,50,000 fresh cases are reported a day in 
a progressive rise. Capital Delhi is recording 
over 10,000 cases a day. India will have five 
more Covid-19 vaccines, over and above two 
vaccine brands that it has produced and dis­
tributed locally as also exported -  Covaxin and 
Covishield. One of the five locally developed 
is an intranasal vaccine. The government is not 
rushing through requests for Emergency Use 
Authorization, rightly so, by'stressing that safety 
and efficacy are important. Russia’s Sputnik V 
is closer to the grant of EUAhere, The vaccines 
developed by China, as its state authorities ad­
mitted, were less effective compared to what 
India has rolled out.

While India has administered the vaccine so 
far to some 10 crore people of the upper-age 
brackets, China has given jabs to 16 crore people 
and the US 18 crore. Considering the population 
bulge, both India and China are somewhat on 
par while the US has covered more in terms of 
percentage of population. India has temporar­
ily banned export o f Remdesivir, an anti-viral 
drug used in Covid-infected patients with seri­
ous health complications. Some seven Indian 
pharmaceutical firms are producing this drug 
in collaboration with a US firm, of the order of 
nearly 40 lakh units a month. This is another 
credit for our pharma firms. They have turned 
adversity to advantage for themselves and for 
the nation too.

I .e t l c r s  t o  I l i e  l . d i l o r

UDP’s riposte 
to allegation of 

hypocrisy
Editor,
The article captioned 

“UDP’s blatant hypocrisy” 
by Albert Thymiang (ST 
April 6, 2021 is a pointer 
to the fact that the author 
is already having a pre­
conceived mindset against 
the UDP without under­
standing the background of 
the issue raised by the party. 
No one can deny the fact 
that the people in the state 
have been put to a lot of 
inconvenience due to load 
shedding and power cut 
experienced in the past few 
weeks and which probably 
may continue in the days to 
come. The UDP raised this 
issue out of concern and 
especially when NEEPCO 
and later on the Power Grid 
threatened to regulate the 
power supply to the state. 
Besides, reports in the media 
about the scams and corrup­
tion in the Power sector and 
the continued agitation on 
the part of the employees of 
MeECL is an indication that 
all is not well with the func­
tioning of the Power sector. 
Obviously, the UDP had to 
point fingers to those at the

helm of affairs who are sup­
posed to be the driving force 
to bring about corrective 
measures in the functioning 
of the MeECL. We are aware 
about the complexities relat­
ing to the Power sector and 
because of this, may I remind 
the author that we did not 
seek the removal of James 
Sangma from the Cabinet but 
merely to suggest for change 
of portfolio to pave the way 
for the anomalies to be recti­
fied. This is a normal practice 
done in a democratic setup.

I would like to remind the 
author that during the previ­
ous government led by the 
Congress, the UDP had also 
taken a very strong stand way 
back in 2014 by organizing a 
sit-in demonstration near the 
secretariat to protest against 
the power failure in the state 
and consequent to this a fact 
finding team was constituted 
comprising of the opposition 
parties to find out what ails 
the Power sector. The FFT 
visited Leshka, Umtrew, dif­
ferent stages of Umiam and 
after soliciting views and 
opinions from experts the 
report was finally submitted 
to the then CM and Power 
Minister suggesting the way 
forward. So the allegations 
by the author, that the UDP is 
trying to gain political mile­

Paradigm Shift in Natural 
Resource Management in the State

In the fifty years of the 
state’s existence the initiation 
of the Basin platform in the 
government’s function is a 
very important intervention. 
The institution of what is 
now called the Meghalaya 
Basin Management Agency 
is perhaps one of the game- 
changing interventions ever 
made by the government. In 
its efforts to serve the people 
of the State Basin Agency 
apart from achieving its tar­
get, has also accomplished 
two more targets. It helps 
create convergence amongst 
government departments 
and has become a platform 
for landing of funds from 
national and international, 
governmental and even non­
governmental agencies.

Inter-departmental con­
vergence 

Earlier departments in the 
State Government worked in 
silos with no scope for the 
different department to con­
verge. For example though 
the work undertaken by the 
Irrigation and the Agricul­
ture departments are linked 
and the objective is to serve 
the farmers of the state, but 
there were no meeting points 
between the two. Similarly 
Soil Conservation, Forest and 
even Agriculture departments 
do not touch-base despite 
the fact that the work they 
execute are interlinked. Un­
fortunately there were times 
when departments were not 
even on talking terms with 
each other. The coming of 
Basin Agencies in the picture 
changed the scenario and 
with the DC as the Chair­
person of the District Basin 
Development Units at the 
helm of power, convergence 
amongst the different depart­
ments started happening.

Natural Resources Man­
agement in the state 

Forest is the major part 
of the natural resources in 
the State and of the total 
area under .fojest' cover only 
abtoiit 4 perbeht ttfthe forests 
in Meghalaya are under the 
State Forest Department. 
The remaining 96 percent of 
forests is under the purview 
of the different Autonomous 
District Councils in the state. 
As per the Sixth Schedule 
of the Constitution and also 
the prevailing land tenure 
system in the state much of 
the land in the different re­
gions of the State are either 
awned by the different clans, 
the community namely the 
dorbar shnong, the raid and 
the eleka, and a considerable 
part of the forest is now under 
individual ownership.
Natural Resources Man­
agement challenges faced 

by the ADCs 
The Autonomous District 

Councils are already armed 
with the different Laws with 
regard to NRM, like for 
instance the United Khasi- 
Jaintia Hills Autonomous

By HHMohrmen

age is unfounded. In fact, we 
want to give suggestions to 
the Government with regards 
to the Power Sector. What 
is required now is an inde­
pendent inquiry to unearth 
the truth on the various al­
legations so that appropriate 
steps can be taken to ensure 
the smooth functioning of 
this very important sector. 
We were a power surplus 
state during the 70s and 80s 
and during 2014-2016 efforts 
were made by the manage­
ment to improve the efficien­
cy in terms of administration 
and Finance. Hats off to the 
then CMD and Director of 
Finance who tried to bring 
stability and ease the burden 
of the MeECL. The problems 
again reappeared. It is a fact 
that we have inherited this 
problem from past govern­
ments but the blame culture is 
not going to help the state.

In fact, as leaders, we need 
to take up the challenges and 
for this, what is required is to 
put a team with managerial 
and financial skills to ease 
the burden of MeECL. There­
fore, to blame the UDP of 
hypocrisy is uncalled for and
I would like to request the 
author to please understand 
the seriousness and gravity 
of the issue at hand. If raising 
the issue is inappropriate for

District (Management & 
Control of Forest) Act, 1958, 
the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills 
Autonomous District (Man- 
agement& Control of Forest) 
Rules 1960 and the United 
Khasi Jaintia Hills District 
Fisheries Act. But the impor­
tant question is how effective 
these laws are in the manage­
ment of natural resources in 
the state. The first challenge 
is the fact that the existing 
laws recognise only trees and 
revenues from the trees as 
natural resources while in the

sources management (NRM). 
There is need to empower 
and involve the ADCs in 
natural resource management 
and the participation of the 
ADCs is vital if the state is to 
effectively manage its natural 
resource.

CLLMP in a nutshell
The Community-led Land­

scape Management Project 
(CLLMP) is a project of the 
Government of Meghalaya 
which is supported by the 
World Bank. As the name 
suggests the project aims at

Forest is the major p a rt o f  the natural 
resources in the State and o f  the total 
area under forest cover only about 4  

percent o f  the forests in Meghalaya are 
under the State Forest D epartm ent

context of the current system 
of management of natural re­
sources, not only forests but 
water which includes rivers, 
lakes and ponds are also con­
sidered as natural resources. 
In fact in the modem context, 
forest includes the entire eco­
system in and around it.

The other point to be 
noted is that the laws also 
have provisions for regis­
tration of forests with the 
respective District Councils. 
But the pertinent question is 
how many forests have been 
registered with the different 
ADCs? The point is that in 
spite of the presence of the 
existing laws, conversion of 
forest land to non-forest land, 
community forests to private 
forests and conversion of 
Pata Hali to Land Holding 
Certificates happen every 
day. This opens a floodgate of 
opportunities, for,, encroach-, 
ment: .injtg ;agric^iti^Jap4K 
and subsequently tlie con­
struction of human settlement 
on the banks of the river. As 
per the Sixth Schedule of the 
Constitution, the manage­
ment and control of rivers are 
also under the purview of the 
ADCs. Hence the ADCs have 
a very important role to play 
in protecting the rivers.

Earlier a baseline study 
conducted by Community- 
Led Landscape Management 
Project (CLLMP) has also 
found that penal mechanisms 
under the present ADC laws 
are ineffective. The staff of 
the Forest Department of the 
ADCs and even the chief for­
est officers (CFO) of the Dis­
trict Council, literarily have 
no powers to punish violators 
and forest offenders. Hence 
in the present scenario there 
is an urgent need to review 
the existing District Council 
laws regarding natural re­

the UDP, then let the people 
decide.

Yours etc., 
Dr Jemino Mawthoh) 

General Secretary, 
United Democratic Party 

(UDP)

India-Russia 
troubled ties
Editor,
Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergy Lavrov’s visit to India 
enabled us to take stock of 
the positives in the ties be­
tween the two countries and 
the issues on which the two 
countries disagree. India and 
Russia have always main­
tained strong relations though 
many factors have caused 
fluctuations in the relations 
over the years. ,,

Neither Russia nor India 
can be blamed for the strained 
relations between the two 
countries. The last three de­
cades have witnessed a lot of 
changes in the world. China 
has emerged as the number 
two global power. Russia-US 
ties have deteriorated. Russia 
and China are under pressure 
because of the West. Conse­
quently, both have formed a 
stronger strategic partnership. 
Further, Russia-Pakistan ties 
have strengthened in recent 
years. Similarly, India-US

strengthening community- 
led participation in natural 
resource management and it 
is implemented in 400 highly 
degraded villages in the state. 
CLLMP has conducted a 
baseline study which was 
completed in 2020.

The way forward
NRM which will ulti­

mately influence climate 
change and global wanning 
is not only a local issue but 
a state, national and global 
issue. It is an issue that needs 
to be dealt with very care­
fully at all levels and more 
importantly it should start 
at the grassroots level. To 
manage the region’s natural 
resources, local participation 
is mandatory and it is a matter 
that needs to be looked into 
very deeply at the district or 
even at the village level.

Effective management 
of natural resource can only . 
happen if  thfe i&bJ
gras^fooWl^ef M̂ MvolVife'cf! 
and actively participate in 
the different activities. It is 
based on the fact that agen­
cies at the grassroots level are 
integral to natural resources 
management that CLLMP in 
collaboration with the Jafltia 
Hills Autonomous District 
Council Jowai organised a 
consultative meeting with 
the community heads which 
include the Daloi, the Presi­
dent of the Synjuk ki Waheh 
Chnong from the various 
parts of both East and West 
Jafltia Hills District and civil 
society leaders.

The objective of the con­
sultative meeting is to de­
velop forest management 
guidelines for the ADCs, to 
develop forest management 
for villages in Meghalaya, 
legal and institution aspects 
of forestry and natural re­
source management plan for 
the villages of Meghalaya

and integrate in the scope of 
CLLMP.

JHADC and its ap­
proach to NRM

It is also heartening to see 
the active participation of 
the JHADC in the meeting 
in which Lasky Rymbai the 
Deputy CEM was present in 
the entire meeting. The Dep­
uty CEM even took part in 
the group discussion with the 
Daloi and the Waheh Chnong 
coming from different parts of 
the twin districts. In his open­
ing remarks the Deputy CEM 
of the Executive Committee 
said that they accept with 
humility the onerous respon­
sibility to work with CLLMP 
to conserve biodiversity and 
manage natural resources in 
the district.

In the fact the present 
Executive Committee of the 
Jafltia Hills Autonomous 
District Council needs to be 
congratulated for one of its 
recent achievements. It can 
be said that the current EC is 
very progressive because it 
is the only ADC in the entire 
North East which has adopted 
its own Forest Policy known 
as Jafltia Hills Autonomous 
District Council Forest Policy
2020. After the policy was 
adopted the need of the hour 
was to come up with legal 
framework to put the policy 
into operation.

Although the goal is to 
initiate collaboration with the 
different ADCs and consulta­
tive meetings were already 
held with both the Khasi Hills 
and Garo Hills Autonomous 
District Councils, Jafltia ADC 
is natural candidate for pilot 
testing the collaboration for 
the very fact that they are 
much ahead than the other 
ADCs in the north east region 
of the country. JHADC mu& 
be a natural candidate for 
piloting the NRM strategy 
because it already has its own 
forest policy.

Optimistic Approach
Toi take the task; ahead) 

ClXMPhas alreadji poog&ufe .• 
ed Village Natural Resource 
Management Commfttees 
(VNRMCs) in the four hun­
dred villages with the objec­
tive of helping to improve 
natural resources manage­
ment in these 400 hundred 
villages. This is a positive 
approach c>f the NRM which 
is also pragmatic and for­
ward looking. The approach 
is also looking at providing 
alternative livelihoods to 
the affected members of the 
villages. CLLMP natural re­
source management approach 
is looking at convergence not 
only with State Government 
departments but with the 
ADCs too. This is perhaps 
the first time ever such a con­
vergence is happening. The 
involvement of the ADCs is 
a step forward in attempting 
to make NRM effective in the 
state of Meghalaya.

Email: hhmorhmen67@ 
gmail.com

ties have strengthened and 
the US has become India’s 
partner in many ways.

India and Russia need 
to review their close ties 
through these changes and 
adapt their policies in ac­
cordance with them. Sergy 
Lavrov held detailed discus­
sions with External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar on 
a range of bilateral and 
regional issues and also on 
preparations for Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
visit to India later this year. 
There has been longstanding 
partnership between the two 
countries in nuclear, space 
and defence sectors.

Sergy Lavrov’s visit to 
Islamabad after his visit to In­
dia is a cause for concern for 
India. Moscow has expanded 
its relationship with Pakistan 
in recent years. It maintains 
good relations with China 
as well though the relations 
are contentious. The fact that 
Russia supplies over 6% 
of Pakistan’s conventional 
weaponry has adversely af­
fected India-Russia relations. 
Both countries have conver­
gent views on the peace 
process in Afghanistan, the 
place of importance given to 
Taliban in power-sharing. On 
Afghanistan, India’s perspec­
tives do not match that of

Russia’s.
Notwithstanding the cor­

dial relations between Russia 
and Pakistan, the ties between 
India and Russia have had a 
broad range. True, many fac­
tors have affected the stabil­
ity of the relations between 
the two. The present status 
of the relations between the 
two countries in the changed 
circumstances can only be 
understood after Putin’s visit 
to India. It remains to be seen 
if India will go ahead with 
the purchase of S-400 anti­
missile defence system from 
Russia in the face of severe 
US restrictions on this.

Against this backdrop, 
India needs to devise plans for 
strengthening India-Russia 
ties. Even though India- 
Russia ties have had their ups 
and downs, both countries 
cannot afford to sever the ties. 
Strengthening of the ties will 
help moderate Russia’s tilt 
towards Pakistan and China.

Yours etc., 
Venu GS Kollam, 

Kollam

Articles and letters ap­
pearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Costly lessons from demonetisation, 
lockdown and COVID strategy

PM’s learning by 
trial and error spells 
disaster for nation

By K  Raveendran

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has declared that a 
second lockdown is no solu­
tion to the second wave of 
Covid infection, which is 
threatening to spread with 
a vengeance, because the 
economy cannot handle such 
an eventuality. So far so 
good!

If such good sense had 
dawned on the prime minister 
over one year ago, when the 
infection broke out for the 
first time, India today would 
have been a different place 
altogether and the lives of 
people and the economy 
would have been in a much 
better position. Not that the 
country could have managed 
without a lockdown, which

cent of the affected patients ' ■ 
would require hospitalisa- ■ 
tion. This has prompted the 
experts to warn that such an . 
eventuality could cause out' 
health system to collapse. ' 
Already, several states, in- . 
eluding the national capital,’ 
are reporting problems with 
the availability of hospital 
beds.

When Modi first an-; 
nounced the ‘people’s cut- 
few’ as the precursor fd 
the full-fledged national 
lockdown, we only had neg* 
ligible number of infections; ‘ 
which could have provided . 
the opportunity to approach ' 
the issue more realistically 
and plan for more efficient 
and humane solution to the

was very much-a -part of the 
global effort to contain the 
pandemic. But it could have 
been planned more scientifi­
cally, especially in terms of 
the timing, which would have 
provided for an adjustment 
period to prepare for the 
national closure.

But then, science has 
never been a favourite "with 
Narendra Modi. Also, he has 
been adept at assigning some 
of the key functions of the 
brain to the gut, which works 
sometimes depending on 
one’s luck, but mostly ends 
up in disasters. So, when Mo­
di’s gut feelings go wrong, 
it is unmitigated disaster for 
the country, because he is the 
prime minister.

It is true that Modi is a 
keen learner. But the trouble 
is that he learns by trial and 
error. He embarked upon the 
ill-fated demonetisation in 
the earnest hope that it will 
help deliver the intended

problem at hand. 1 
the panic button was j  
straightaway, giyingpeopje 
and. the economy no time to . 
make adjustments.

The result was that it led , 
to one of the biggest human ;; 
tragedies that the country 
has seen in recent memory; ' 
Hundreds of thousands of ' 
migrant workers were seen 
desperately trying to return 
to their villages, which were": 
in no position to cope with > 
such an exodus. Harrowing 
tales of young and old, men , 
and women, accompanied,- 
by children, battling hunger , 
and fatigue, and covering . 
long distances on foot had. 
shocked the collective con-'" 
science of the nation, except. * 
the government and the. 
authorities, who kept look*; 
mg away until a reluctant 
Supreme Court intervened 
and ordered decisive steps 
to help the victims. ~ '

The reverse migration

It is true that Modi is a keen learner. But 
the trouble is that he learns by trial aud 
error. He embarked upon the ill-fated ■ 

demonetisation in the earnest hope that it. 
will help deliver the intended results.

results. In the first place, he 
did not think it fit to consult 
those who were in the know 
of things. Even when there 
were consultations, he dis­
regarded all opinions that 
did not approve of such a 
draconian move. In the end, 
it took thousands of lives and 
destruction of the national 
economy for him to learn 
that demonetisation was no 
way to fight black money. 
Having realised the folly, 
he never uttered a sentence 
about it because he had learnt 
his lesson.

•In the same manner, the 
prime minister has now rea­
lised that a second lockdown 
is no option to fight the re­
newed wave of Covid infec­
tion, by all indications much 
more dangerous than the first. 
The daily case load is nearing
1.5 lakh, and the chances are 
that this will only go up in 
the coming days. According 
to estimates, the country will 
require 5,000-10,000 beds 
every day for critical care and 
the corresponding oxygen 
supply, (assuming 5-10 per-

also meant that nearly aU> 
businesses, small and big;, 
had to stop working because' 
there was nobody to perforn}' 
the tasks or turn the wheels ■; 
of production. The worst ’ 
part is that no studies have 
been undertaken to mea­
sure the impact of reverse 
migration. This, in turiji 
meant that there was np_ 
meaningful intervention by 
the government to addresiK 
the problems of either th£ 
migrants who suddenly los$* 
all their means of livelihood}' 
or the millions of informal 
businesses that lost their 
rationale for existence. ;

The second wave of in- • 
fection is occurring even | 
as the national economy iS 
struggling to get on even; 
keel after the biggest dis-' 
ruption in the post-Indepen­
dence phase. Apart from the 
implications for the national 
health system, the new spike 
in infection could jeopardise 
even the slight recovery that 
has been becoming visible in 
recent weeks and months. 
(IPA Service)
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People power defies money power
THAT a sitting MDC of the GHADC and a for­
mer Deputy CEM was roughed up in Chokpot 
for attempting to buy votes, gives hope that not 
all voters succumb to money power. The ex- 
Deputy CEM Augustine Marak was roughed up 
by the very people that voted him to the ADC 
five years ago. The public wrath might also be 
due to the fact that the MDC did not deliver on 
his promises and is only seen during election 
time. While getting physical is not exactly the 
way to get even with non-performing legislators 
and councilors and the best way is to ensure their 
defeat, what is also true is that people can take 
lies and deception from their representatives 
only up to a point. When pushed to the brink 
after being left defenceless and being repeatedly 
let down by their MLAs and MDCs people 
reach the tipping point and are in a position to 
hopefully bring about a change for the better. 
The next councilor from Silkegre constituency, 
(if the present one is not re-elected) would 
hopefully be more responsive and be a better 
representative for the people of this backward 
area o f Garo Hills.

People o f Meghalaya are notorious for 
electing non-performing MLAs/MDCs who 
only rabble-rouse and show their faces to their 
constituents during elections. They rest in the 
belief that throwing money a week before the 
elections is enough to ensure their victory. And 
that is what has brought people with no under­
standing of the role of a legislator and whose 
only objective is to expand their businesses, into 
the August House. Word is now going around 
that the next election to the state assembly is 
going to be fought only by a few families with 
money power. The constituencies from which 
these elite and affluent tribal families will be 
fighting from -  at least from the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills are already decided, ‘fhere is no 
word yet as to how 2023 is going to pan out in 
the Garo Hills and whether it will be just the 
Sangma versus Sangma battle as it was last 
time around. To elect individuals that promote 
a dynastic form of politics is to defeat the very 
purpose of democracy. In fact, our votes are only 
going to strengthen the family empires of the 
respective contenders. Is that what the people 
of Meghalaya want? Or do they still aspire to 
good governance and the rule o f law which has 
been hugely compromised in this state? The 
people of Chokpot have created a precedent by 
rejecting money power and deciding to throw 
out a contender who believes he can buy people 
like sheep and cattle. This should serve as an 
example to other voters too when the State heads 
for the Assembly elections in 2023.

Wahkaji: Could the media do more 
in being a mirror and a voice?

I i t t i ' i  s  i n  t i n -  I l i i l o r

Dubious 
practices 
in private 
hospitals

Editor,
From what we know 

about the Health Ministry’s 
instructions for vaccina­
tion drive in India, there is 
hardly any restriction on 
who can take the COVID-19 
vaccine, except for the age 
factor. Health conditions, as 
such, do not matter, and it is 
more important that people 
with co-morbidities take the 
vaccine.

However, a few pri­
vate hospitals are deviating 
from this protocol. They are 
checking blood pressure, 
and are advising those who 
land up in the hospitals for 
COVID-19 vaccination, to 
consult hospital doctors, 
for a fee, for clearance for 
the vaccination. This is ex­
tremely unfortunate.

In Government facilities, 
including PHCs, no such 
restrictions are observed and 
people are getting vaccinated 
for free, and without any 
prior testing.

The Government should 
publicly make the position 
clear so that people seam­
lessly take the vaccine, and 
make themselves safer from

COVID-19.
Yours etc., 
D Bhutia, 

Guwahati -  24

The shoe is 
on the other 

foot now!
Editor,
For quite a while now 

the fire and brimstones have 
fallen on MeECL and it's en­
tire establishment.-Now with 
the news of scams exploding 
under the very nose of the so- 
called leaders named in the 
report there is no justification 
for Mr Shullet the President 
of the Coordination Com­
mittee of Registered MeECL 
(Employees) Associations 
and Unions (CCORMAU), 
MeECL Engineers’ Asso­
ciation and the Chairman 
of the MeECL Joint Action 
Committee, to claim inno­
cence after being involved 
in manipulating the award 
of contracts to firms owned 
by his wife and relatives. If 
he demands a CBI inquiry on 
MeECL, I think that it should 
be the other way round. We 
the people ought to demand 
a CBI inquiry on him. The 
recurring losses faced by 
MeECL and power thefts 
would not have occurred 
without the involvement of

It was a pleasant surprise 
to see “Wahkaji: Of shattered 
dreams and abandoned proj­
ects,” in the main column on 
April 9, penned by the editor 
of this daily. That the writer 
undertook a 135 Km ride 
from Shillong for over five 
hours on dirt foad parti'cu-- 
larly the 57 Kiris hazardous- 
strefcli from Mawkyrwat 
to Wahkaji that consumes 
three hours, deserves kudos. 
The first hand testimony of 
‘months of no electricity, of 
the people coping with bad 
roads, of political neglect, of 
obstructive pressure 'groups 
who thoughtlessly blocked 
the construction of the two- 
laned. Nongstoin-Wahkaji 
road, of them taking villagers 
for a ride, of rampant defor­
estation, of barren land and 
of youths having to migrate 
to Shillong for want of op­
portunities,’ merits compli­
ments. I wish the media does 
more in being a mirror of the 
society and a voice for the 
voiceless.

The writer raises her hands • 
up agreeing that newspapers 
pay little attention to rural 
Meghalaya. Wahkaji is a rare 
exception though its story is 
the same in most villages in 
the state. Recently hundreds 
marched in a maiden protest 
rally against lack of civic 
amenities and government 
apathy in the Indo-Bangla- 
desh Border of East Jaintia 
Hills. Pictures of the worn 
out roads in Jaintia Hills also 
made their way into the print 
and social media courtesy the 
complaint by a Sumo drivers’ 
association. Unfortunately, 
the Wahkajis, the Hurois, the 
Lejris, the Hingarias and La- 
haleifis don’t figure regularly 
in newspapers. The focus is 
largely on the ‘Scotland of 
the East’.

The media is a mirror 1 
of the society (reality). The 
media reflects the reality. 
We know that a mirror does 
not lie. JWhat d?iin xealityis 
reflected in the mirror. Now, 
is the media reflecting reality 
of the society? Does the stuff 
we read and see in the media 
a reflection of the reality? Do 
the pages in newspapers and 
the electronic space replicate 
the actual reality? Do we see 
the whole of Meghalaya in 
various media outlets? Are 
media persons aware of this 
unique role? Are they trained 
and empowered to fiilfil this 
unmatched duty? Are media 
owners and editors convinced 
of this irreplaceable respon­
sibility?

Reporting facts is just 
one aspect of journalism. In- 
depth discussion and critical 
analysis are also vital facets 
of the profession. Perhaps 
this has not come of age in 
Meghalaya. It has been no­
ticed that politicians get away

those in authority manning 
crucial stations and sec­
tions in the establishment of 
MeECL. Now who the CBI 
should investigate is a mat­
ter that we the people should 
demand in order to set things 
right in the MeECL.

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar 

Shillong:3

Height of 
hypocrisy

Editor,
Why is media attention 

on the Power Department for 
the last few months? We’ve 
seen allegations levelled 
against the Power Minister 
and the CMD of MeECL for 
quite some time. The MEA, 
the CCORMAU as well as 
the UDP has continuously 
pressurised the Government 
to relieve Mr James Sangma 
and Aran Kumar Kembhavi 
from their assigned posts al­
leging that they are behind 
all the mess in the MeECL.

At first, the move initi­
ated by these parties seemed 
valid and logical but as time 
passed we could see fresh 
reports that things are not 
as simple as made out to be. 
In fact things took a U-turn 
after the CMD made a sur­
prise inspection at Bymihat, 
where he alleged that some 
of the engineers from MeE-

By Albert Thyrniang

with loose statements. When 
the Deputy Chief Minister, 
Prestone Tynsong refused 
to take responsibility for the 
Rymbai tragedy last January 
begging it occurred* far away 
from the main road,’ no one 
asked, “Why not?”Similarly 
when the Health Minister 
retorted that if ‘something 
happens in Shillong Civil 
hospital or in his depart­
ment’ he is not responsible, 
the multi-time minister got 
away with it.

An unhealthy situation 
also prevails in that few are 
critical of pressure groups 
in Meghalaya. Their un­
mandated role is seldom 
questioned. Their ‘holding 
people to ransom’ is hardly 
challenged. Their ‘larger than 
life’involvement has practi­
cally no dissent. Their nega­
tive roles to the point of stall­
ing development are taken 
as heroism. Their emotional 
activism is not detected. Their 
double standard is not spot­
ted. Reportedly the protest 
in Khliehriat was supported 
by the Khasi Students Union 
(KSU) but the same organisa­
tion spear-headed the move­
ment to halt the two-laned 
Nongstoin-Wahkaji road. The 
FKGJP welcomed railway 
up to Mendipathar but op­
poses the same to Bymihat. 
It is time intellectuals and 
thinkers begin to be critical 
of these groups. It is time the 
public stop romanticising 
the ‘seng bhalangs’. They 
are not always facilitators. 
They often operate at the 
level of emotion and even 
xenophobia. Wahkaji is a sad

Meghalaya. Inaugurations 
of a few stretches of roads 
are not accomplishments. 
Which government is unable 
to do so? Tynsong’s eulogy 
is easily related. Wahkaji is 
one. Huroi, Lejri, Hingaria, 
Lahalein are others. The 
vast peripheries of East Jain­
tia Hills, South West Khasi 
Hills, West Khasi Hills, East 
Garo Hills, North Garo Hills, 
South Garo Hills, even Khasi 
Hills and West Garo Hills 
are akin to Wahkaji. Then 
where is the priority for vil­
lages? Where is the priority 
when the NHAI sanctioned 
a two-laned road and you 
rejected the offer? My next 
‘state visit’ will be to travel 
to interiors to take snaps of 
bad roads, dilapidated school 
buildings, health care centres 
and government offices and 
post them on social media to 
debunk the claim.

Politicians will exaggerate 
their statements to artificially 
amplify their achievements. 
It is for us citizens to be alert. 
When the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi in April 2018 
aired that all villages in India 
are electrified a lot of people 
believed him. My response 
was to post photographs 
and videos of villages on 
social media platforms that 
I visited that had/still have 
no electricity connection. If 
in my vicinity there are 4/5 
villages without electricity 
then in the whole of India 
there will be thousands. If we 
add villages where there is no 
electricity for months during 
monsoon the number will be 
staggering. We in Umswai

victim. We have a grim pic- ■ area, a cluster of more than 
ture of backwardness there, ten villages in West Karbi
The government and the 
protesting pressure groups are 
responsible.

In Garo Hills the groups 
who oppose participation of

Anglong are first hand suffer­
ers of the ‘monsoon no show 
electricity’. The solar panels 
on rooftops or courtyards to 
light households and help

non-tirib&EWifl 0MA4XJ WfeiM Sfchildren>study stand evidence 
tions have made their voices to the lengthy electricity fail-
heard through rallies and 
public meetings. But should 
they.be permitted to declare a 
bandh on polling day? Should 
they disrupt the constitutional 
process? If they do their ac­
tion is unconstitutional and 
constitutes a criminal offense. 
Should they not be hunted 
down? All law abiding citizen 
should come out in unison 
to condemn this unlawful 
and undemocratic behaviour. 
When don’t these pressure 
groups engage with GHADC/ 
government at other times to 
alter the practice that has been 
in currency since 1952? Why 
create ruckus only during 
election?

The Deputy CM wishes 
us to believe' that the MDA 
government’s priority for the 
last three years has been rural

ure. So the Prime Minister’s 
proclamation missed the truth 
by miles.

About a year ago I was 
shown a paper by a local 
politician claiming a network 
of roads that have been sanc­
tioned and that work would 
commence soon. With no 
sign till date I Whatsapped 
to him pictures and videos 
of a long neglected road that 
is not traversable once mon­
soon sets in. If all those who 
listened and read the asser­
tion of our Deputy CM post 
photos of kachha, worn out 
roads and roads with potholes 
in villages he would run for 
cover for sure. Politicians 
would think twice before 
making things up.

Those of us who have 
visited Kerala might have

CL were involved in various 
illegalities occurring in some 
of the industries.

However, the CCOR­
MAU led by its President 
Pradip Kumar Chullet and 
Vice President Arju Dkhar 
along with other officials 
came up with a press confer­
ence stating their arguments 
and opinions on several 
issues related to the Power 
Department and have sought 
an independent probe into 
the alleged ‘irregularities’ in 
MeECL. The Union has also 
threatened to agitate if the 
Government fails to address 
their concerns and demands 
within April 26.

Now what’s interesting is 
that right after the statement 
given by the Union, fresh 
cases against the MeECL 
union leader Pradip Kumar 
Chullet surfaced, accusing 
him of corrupt practices and 
financial irregularities in the 
Corporation. Sources have 
revealed that Chullet, who 
served as a senior electrical 
inspector from 2011-2018, 
had awarded multi-crore 
contracts to one I.S. En­
terprise, a firm run by his 
wife Aynla Imsu. It is said 
that Chullet had allegedly 
awarded tenders without as­
sessing the technical experi­
ence of I.S. Enterprise and 
had deliberately removed 
mandatory requirements of

noticed one thing. All the 
roads are in excellent condi­
tion. There is no difference 
between cities/towns and 
villages. We also know that 
no non-performing public 
representative is re-elected. 
Politicians have to show their 
work or else they are out. 
For 40 years, the Southern 
state has never re-elected a 
ruling government. Pinarayi 
Vijayan’s LDF’s could be the 
first. No representative takes 
his constituents for granted. 
Even the best effort of the 
popular CM might fail. In 
Meghalaya we do not demand 
performance. We are lured 
by cash. What made Martin 
Danggo win for sixteen years 
consecutively without visiting 
villages? How did he repeat­
edly return as MLA when 
Wahkaji and many other vil­
lages in the constituency are 
in such pathetic condition?

The campaign for the elec­
tions to the Garo Hills Dis­
trict Autonomous Council 
(GHADC) was dominated by 
claims and counter claims (of 
development or lack of it) be­
tween die Chief Minster, Con­
rad Sangma and former Chief 
Minister, Mukul Sangma. But 
is GHADC entrusted with 
building roads, water sup­
plies, hospitals, school and 
colleges?Are these not the 
mandate of the state govern­
ment? Then why over-stress 
on infrastructural develop­
ment in GHADC elections? 
Is not GHADC a legislative 
body with respect to land, for­
est, inheritance, customs and 
traditions? We should instead 
ask, what did the last Execu­
tive Committee and MDCs 
do or did not do during their 
tenure in relation to the above 
to be re-elected or rejected? 
Why is the plan to clean up 
the mess in the GHADC?

Recently former NEHU 
lecturer, Prof LS Gassah 
stated that many members 
of the ADCs are ignorant of 

' the Sixth Schedule.'Gbingby 
the rhetoric in the GHADC 
election battles it looks like 
the state’s top politicians are 
unaware of the Sixth Sched­
ule. Aspirants think their 
functions are similar to that 
of MLAs and the Executive 
Committee is equal to the 
state cabinet - all catering to 
‘development’. This is why 
ADCs are redundant and ir­
relevant!

‘Wahkaji’ is a compelling 
call for the media to honour 
its responsibility of being a 
mirror of the society, a voice 
for the voiceless and a tool to 
educate the masses. The rest 
of us can grow to be critical 
so as not to be fooled by ut­
terances and actions that are 
coloured.

albert. thyrniang74@  
gmail.com

expertise for quotations and 
proposals to accommodate 
the firm.

Let us dig further into 
the alleged corrupt practices 
that the leader was involved 
in. Media sources reveal 
that Chullet has split large 
quotations into 106 small 
quotations below □ 50,000 
to avoid floating of tenders 
in the public domain so 
that they could be directly 
awarded to the firm. Pay­
ments to the firm were also 
cleared without taking any 
bank guarantee from it. The 
sources said Chullet ac­
cepted quotations for 8-watt 
LED lamps at □ 850 per unit 
which is □ 60(J more than 
the market price. For a basic 
two-minute promotional 
video, the firm was also 
paid 0  50,000 -without any 
assessment of its technical 
capabilities. According to 
the documents found, it also 
shows that he had purchased 
a 60-watt LED streetlight for 
□ 28,700 while the market 
price of such a bulb is not 
more than □ 1,800. Now 
that’s a huge amount of 
deviation because a profit 
of □ 26,900 is being made 
for such a small item such 
as a bulb.

W hat’s-m o re  alarms 
ing is that back in 2018, a 
complaint was filed against 
Chullet for nepotism, con­

flict of interest and abuse of 
power with a copy marked 
to the CBI. Now, these are 
some serious allegations 
laid before the same person 
who days before, called 
for an independent enquiry 
into the irregularities of the 
MeECL.

So why are the Asso­
ciations against the reforms 
that the Power Minister and 
the CMD have brought for­
ward? Is it because before 
the reforms, corruption was 
rampant and there were no 
checks and balances? Was 
manipulating bills so easy 
in the past decades? If so, 
then it is obvious why all 
the drama in the MeECL is 
happening in the past few 
months. Is it right to point 
fingers-at someone else if the 
same person is involved in 
such corrupt practices? Were 
they creating all the dramas 
to save their own backs? This 
is hypocrisy at its height! 
And the leaders involved in 
such corrupt practices should 
be brought to book!

Yours etc., 
Abigail Syiemlieh, 

Shillong -1
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Political economy of Covid-19 
vaccine shortages in India

Expanding the 
production base 

involving states, is crucial
By Ravi Duggal

As India enters the third 
phase of its ambitious 
COVID-19 vaccination 
drive, many state govern­
ments are reporting vaccine 
shortages and are having to 
close down some of their 
vaccination centres, with 
supplies available for only 
2 or 3 days. Most of these 
states are non-Bharatiya 
Janta Party (BJP) ruled ones, 
but some BJP-ruled states 
like Uttar Pradesh are also 
reporting impending short­
ages.

What is causing these 
shortages? One factor is 
that of our total vaccine pro­
duction till March, we had 
exported twice the number 
of vaccine doses that we had 
domestically used, as per 
data furnished in the Rajya 
Sabha.

As the vaccination mo­
mentum grows and demand 
increases, especially as w§ 
find ourselves well and tru-, 
ly in the grip of a second 
nation-wide COVID wave, 
with single-day new cases 
across the country crossing a 
high of over 1.4 lakh as well 
over 700 new fatalities daily, 
the vaccine supply chain has 
got impacted. This is both 
because stocks are depleted, 
and our vaccine production 
capacity is struggling to keep 
up with the required daily 
vaccine dose delivery.

Since India began its vac* 
cination drive about three 
months ago, over 70 mil­
lion of our population has 
received the first dose of 
the vaccine. Of these, only 
10 million have received 
the second dose. Nearly 9.S

Other is the very low lev­
el of production in contrast 
to the huge population of the 
country and its demand.

Some state governments 
are claiming that the Union 
Government is biased in 
favour of BJP-ruled states, 
with such states getting vac­
cines out of turn with either 
their proportion of popula­
tion or their COVID preva­
lence rate.

Data shows a mismatch 
between COVID-19 preva­
lence and vaccine supply in 
most states.

To verify these claims, 
let us crunch the relevant 
data. The graph below maps 
the COVID prevalence rate

crore doses have been used ■ 
in the country, and about ; 
6.5 crore doses have been v , 
exported to other countries, - ( 
including by way of do- , 
nations, as per the Union 
Health Minister.

In all this time, why has 
India not ramped up its pro- - ̂  
duction capacity by at least t • 
8 to 10 times, given its sta? , 
tus of. ‘die pharmacy of the ’ 
world’? Wliy do we continue , 
to rely only on two produc*, 
ers: Serum Institute and s 
Bharat Biotech, and wait for , 
them to make investments ’ 
to increase their respective ( 
capacity?

The Union Government 
could easily have invoked

We see that the gap between vaccine coverage 
and the prevalence rate is . highly variable -

This indicates that vaccine supplies are not
based on either the population size or.....
prevalence of COVID cases in states.

of all states along with their 
respective vaccine coverage 
rate (states are organised in 
descending order of their 
vaccine coverage).

We see that the gap be­
tween vaccine coverage and 
the prevalence rate is highly 
variable across states instead 
of being flat or proportion­
ate. This indicates that vac­
cine supplies are not based 
on either the population size 
or prevalence of COVID 
cases in states.

The larger the gap be­
tween "the" two indicators in 
the graph, the greater would 
be the supply of vaccines for 
that state. Hence, states, like 
Maharashtra and Delhi, with 
some.of the highest COVID 
prevalence, have some of the 
lowest such gaps, indicative 
of a low. level of supply of 
vaccines.

The Union Government 
must evolve a scientific 
formula to disburse vaccines 
since it has monopoly con­
trol over vaccine purchase 
and supply. Such a formula 
could use the population 
size and prevalence of cases 
weighted equally to deter­
mine the volume of vaccines 
that a state should be getting; 
this would reflect reasonable 
equity.

compulsory licensing to al­
low other pharma companies 
who have vaccine produc­
tion capacity to produce 
these vaccines alongside 
others as and when thej 
are authorised for use in the 
country. *

The use of compulsory 
licensing would dramatically 
change the political econo­
my of the COVID vaccine. 
With a substantial increase 
in volumes, the price would 
also get reduced, and India, 
could then supply the vac­
cine in larger numbers to 
other countries.

With further spikes in this 
second wave, allowing com­
pulsory licensing and ex­
panding the production bas£ 
is something the government 
must consider on a priority 
basis. Once the production 
is ramped up, purchase and 
distribution can be decentra­
lised so that states can have 
control over their supplies ■ 
and can also commit state 
budgetary resources towards 
funding vaccinations. That 
is the only feasible way w? 
can move swiftly towards 
eliminating shortages, and 
closer to universal access to 
the vaccines.

(IPA Service) Courtesy: 
The Leaflet
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Polarisation in Bengal
THE West Bengal assembly election process 
has turned out to be a shame on India’s vaunted 
democratic system; and not just for the firing 
by security forces that killed five persons in 
Cooch Behar. The whole polity there is today 
deeply divided.

On the one hand, sand seems to be slipping 
from under the feet o f feisty chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee. Her own election from 
Nandigram seems to be doubtful, consider­
ing the rival is locally entrenched Suvendu 
Adhikari, the former minister who fell apart in 
protest over the CM’s styles of functioning. The 
CM’s obsession to bring forward her nephew, 
grooming him as her heir apparent, is evident 
from the present campaign of the TMC too. 
Abhishek Baneijee, like his aunt, is drawing 
sizeable crowds. Rallies of PM Modi and Amit 
Shah are also largely attended, giving out the 
hint that the relative strengths of the TMC and 
B JP are perhaps evenly balanced.

How this has happened is curious to note. The 
chief minister and her party openly asked Mus­
lims to side with them. The BJP simply waited 
for such an eventuality to do what it is best at: 
polarizing the Hindu votes in its favour. For the 
first time in West Bengal politics, religion as also 
caste came to the fore of the campaign arena. 
This is a pity considering the secular credentials 
of the state. At the same time, the involvement 
of a new party in the assembly polls -  The 
Indian Secular Front -  is important. A Muslim 
cleric who heads the party is influential in the 
community. It is allying with the Congress and 
the CPI-M. Yet, a look at the campaign scene 
would make it clear that this alliance has fewer 
followers this time.

Rahul Gandhi is descending on the campaign 
scene from April .14, which is unlikely to make 
any impact due to the deep polarization there. 
He and Priyanka Gandhi concentrated on the 
Kerala and Assam campaigns so far, as these 
are the two states the Congress has some hope 
in this round of polls.

It remains to be investigated whether there 
was high-handedness on the part of the security 
forces in Cooch Behar. The deaths could have 
added to the trend of religious polarization in 
the state. Reports are that the security forces 
roughed up a local youth, leading to an offensive 
from the locals and then came the retaliatory 
firing. Religious polarization as also dynasty 
instincts hurt the fair progress of democracy. 
Elections should be fought on the basis of issues, 
like the positive and negative sides of the TMC 
rule in West Bengal.

Politics of the bizarre

L e t t e r s  to  t l ie I ' d i t o r

OnUDP’s 
blatant 

hypocrisy
Editor,
Apropos Albert Thyr- 

niang’s article captioned “On 
UDP’s blatant hypocrisy,” 
(ST April 4, 2021) followed 
by Dr. Jemino Mawthoh’s 
reaction on April 12,2021,1 
am compelled to express my 
utter shock that the writer Al­
bert Thymiang, has chosen 
to dump us all in the UDP as 
blatant hyprocrites, no one, 
not even our worst political 
foes had ever said so. I know 
one Rev. Albert Thymiang 
and I don’t believe he is the 
one who lambasted us as 
criminals, with malicious 
intent, using abusive and 
slanderous terms, normally 
done only by those who 
work for some hard-core 
opponents.

Whoever the writer may 
be, I welcome his observa­
tions, since it is normal for 
us to face criticism, condem­
nations in democracy in a 
manner politicians do and we 
do within the scope and limi­
tations, understanding that 
there can be no permanent 
friends and foes in politics. 
We know how to restrain

ourselves within the parlia­
mentary parameters. Albert 
is duty bound to prove the 
hypocrisy tag he used against 
us. I am flabbergasted that I 
am a hypocrite too and let 
me tell Albert, I know no 
hypocrite in our Party nor 
in other parties in our State 
as well.

The writer touched on 
many controversial issues 
within the wide political 
spectrum, like the rat hole 
coal mining, current MeECL 
imbroglio, law and order and 
other issues and abused the 
UDP that the party black­
mails the hapless MDA gov­
ernment, etc. Worst political 
controversies have been 
there in the past and will 
be there in future too, de­
pending on the wisdom or 
otherwise of the political 
dispensations that be.

There were worst is­
sues like the MLAs being 
disqualified in 1990-91, war­
ranting President’s Rule in 
the State, the teachers’ scam 
2013, the coal mining, ILP, 
crimes and other law and or­
der issues and what not. Such 
issues are everywhere in the 
country today. The writer 
even claimed, that UDP play 
politics over the electricity 
corporation MeECL, when 
we actually try to contain

‘It was the best of times, 
it was the worst of times, it 
was the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolishness, 
it was the epoch of belief, it 
was the epoch of incredulity, 
it was the season of light, it 
was the season of darkness, 
it was the spring of hope, it 
was the winter of despair.’ 
Charles Dickens in Tale of 
Two Cities.

The author may have 
been reflecting 
on Britain in the 
mid nineteenth 
century but 21st 
century India 
seems trapped 
in its own Dick­
ensian moment.
If 2020 was the 
year of doom 
an d  g lo o m ,
2021 seems to 
be the year when 
hope alternates 
with depression.
Early year op­
timism that the 
worst was over 
is now rapidly 
descending into 
deepening con­
cerns over a ‘second’ Corona 
wave. Covid 19 cases have 
climbed back up to more than 
one lakh a day but if you are 
covering the state elections 
you wouldn’t really know of 
a pandemic. The masks are 
off as thousands gather to 
poll rallies. The sadhus and 
devotees are in celebratory 
mood at the Hardwar Maha 
Kumbh while cricket’s an­
nual mela, the Indian Pre­
mier League, is set to kick 
off in Mumbai. Ordinary 
citizens are being coerced 
into observing Covid 19 
protocols and the dreaded 
word ‘lockdown’ is back 
to torment you unless you 
are a VVIP neta, a religious 
guru or a cricket star liv­
ing in a bio-bubble. Not 
more than 50 people can 
be invited to a marriage but 
thousands can assemble for 
a political rally or religious 
jamboree. Crazy but true.

The madness doesn’t 
end there. ̂ Maharashtra is s 
the worst affected Covid 19 
state by far, accounting for 
nearly half the cases in the 
country. As it struggles to 
handle the case rise, a three 
party coalition government 
in Mumbai seems to be on a 
monthly ventilator. Its ‘Big 
Boss’, NCP leader Sharad 
Pawar has been admitted to 
hospital for a surgery barely 
days after reports surfaced of 
a clandestine dinner meet­
ing between him and union 
home minister Amit Shah. 
This, against the backdrop 
of charges of extortion made 
by a former Mumbai police 
commissioner against the 
state home minister who has 
finally stepped down. We 
don’t know what’s cooking 
on the political high table 
but surely this is the time 
for a unified fight against 
Covid and not for conspiracy 
theories.

You would think that the

the many failures and shady 
deals that came up in public 
and he dared whether UDP 
can resolve the crisis if the 
Power portfolio is given to 
the Party. I accept his bet that 
we will not shy away from 
any responsibility and we 
will definitely be in a posi­
tion to contain the damage 
and restore normalcy.

Our leaders have man­
aged even to get the state 
carved out Assam, the 
NEHU and we managed to 
retain NEIGRIHMS within 
the State and we have done 
many wonders so that we are 
what we are today. I blow no 
trumpet, I have done my part 
too and if wanted, I can go 
public. Slanderous accusa­
tions even against any hap­
less individual are not only 
malicious but outrageously 
unlawful and contemptu­
ous and can attracts judicial 
contempt proceedings.

We hypocrite politicians 
in UDP, welcome Albert 
to go on criticizing, accuse 
or condemn the way he 
wants, but we would like to 
sincerely advise him to toe 
within the parameters of the 
law and not to enter into the 
areas where even Angels fear 
to tread. As for his call to the 
public to be careful of the 
UDP in 2023, we welcome 
even if he comes out openly

By Rajdeep Sardesai

leSsons of 2020 and the need 
to get the economy back 
on track would be the all- 
consuming endeavor of our 
political leadership. Well, not 
quite. An important budget 
session of parliament has 
been cut short because netas 
have to hit the campaign

it, “We seem concerned with 
BSE and NSE but who will be 
concerned with MSMEs?”

In difficult Covid times, 
fuel prices are up, jobs have 
been lost and incomes have 
shrunk across working class 
groups. Every political party 
is promising to put more

road. Most union ministers 
aren’t in their offices but 
instead have been assigned 
specific districts in Bengal 
to handle. Such is the obses­
sive desire of the BJP to win 
an election in Bengal that 
the central government is 
playing second fiddle to the 
party’s ambitions: its almost 
as if governance and crucial

cash in the hands of ben­
eficiaries of government 
welfare programmes but the 
dominant BJP narrative on 
the campaign trail is once 
again about religion and 
Hindu-Muslim divides. In 
Assam, the bearded perfume 
merchant MP Badruddin 
Ajmal is the ‘enemy’ figure 
for the BJP, while in Kerala

“The madness doesn’t end there. 
Maharashtra is the worst affected 

Covid 19 state by far, accounting for  
nearly half the cases in the country. As it 
struggles to handle the case rise, a three 
party coalition government in Mumbai 
seems to be on a monthly ventilator. Its 

‘Big Boss ’, NCP leader Sharad Pawar has 
been admitted to hospital fo r  a surgery 

b q r e f t fd ^  <gt̂ n reports surfaced 
o f  a clandestine dinner meeting 

between him and union home 
minister Amit Shah. ”

policy decisions can wait 
till Kolkata is conquered. 
Even a diplomatic outreach 
to Bangladesh has become 
an occasion for the prime 
minister to campaign for the 
Bengal elections by visiting a 
Matua community temple on 
voting day.

In TV studios, we are told 
by government officials that 
a V shaped recovery is on its 

, way. Business leaders con­
tinue to talk up the economy. 
On the ground, as one travels 
from Kerala to Assam, the one 
unifying factor is the visible 
economic distress, especially 
amongst those working in the 
vast unorganized sector. As 
Rajiv Bajaj, one of the few 
outspoken industrialists puts

to go against us. We believe 
in our honesty and will do 
our part.

Yours etc., 
B M Lanong, 

Via email

Between 
ignorance and 

impudence
Editor,
Now the BJP is terming 

Raja Ram Mohon Roy who 
worked to ban Sati as the 
chamcha of the British and 
Sati is being termed as, "not 
regressive." The narrative 
touted out today is that Sati 
tradition was not "compulso­
ry", but merely introduced to 
"prevent the prostitution of 
the Hindu wives at the hands 
of Mughal invaders!"

So now we are made to 
believe that Sati was a great 
"progressive practice", it is 
the "glory" of Hindus; rather 
the "Jewel in the Crown" in 
the lives of Hindu widows, 
which that chamcha of the 
British dared to defame and 
by "conspiring" with the 
British had ensured it's ban! 
No prize for guessing where 
these "brilliant" thoughts 
have emanated from. They 
are from the great, proud, 
nationalist Hindu ideology.

the rhetoric of ‘love jehad’ 
and Sabarimala, of Hindu 
traditions, Muslim appease­
ment and Church assertion 
threatens decades of relative 
harmony. In Bengal, religious 
polarization has been taken to 
such a fever pitch that chief 
minister Mamata Baneijee 
was compelled to reveal her 
‘gotra’ and recite the Chandi 
Path. The one state relatively 
free of the religion card is 
Tamil Nadu but lhat’s perhaps 
because Muslims are not sig­
nificant enough here to make 
a difference at election time.

If the BJP is determinedly 
pursuing its ‘opposition- 
mukt’ Bharat agenda, then the 
opposition too isn’t helping 
its own cause. The Congress

lacking a full-time party pres­
ident is desperately looking 
to Rahul Gandhi to deliver 
votes and win it a state or 
two. Gandhi has even shown 
us his deep sea diving and 
aikido skills in this election 
but we still don’t know if he 
really wants to take up a 24 
x 7 responsibility as party 
chief. His sister, Priyanka 
too has joined the' campaign 
this time but her future role is 

also uncertain. The 
Congress is a party 
in pause mode, hop­
ing for resurrection 
more by luck than 
planning.

In Bengal, Ma­
mata B anerjee’s 
persona is the core 
issue, the self-pro­
claimed ‘Bengal 
Tigress’ taking on 
the ‘outsiders’ from 
Gujarat. She has 
been aggressively 
campaigning on a 
wheel-chair after 
claiming to have 
fractured her foot 
in an ‘attack’. Most 
sportspersons would 

take weeks to recover from a 
fractured foot but elections 
have miraculous healing abili­
ties. Was the injury ‘doctored’ 
to attract sympathy? Only 
Didi knows.

And in the midst of the 
spiraling poll madness around 
us, we have the Election 
Commission under the scan­
ner. Supposedly a neutral 

umpire but increasingly 
looking like a twelfth man 
for the ruling party at the 
Centre, ready to show a 
red card to the opposition 
but hesitant to blow the 
whistle when the BJP plays 
foul. Even when it does act 
against a BJP strongman 
like Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
the penalty is quickly with­
drawn. Level playing field? 
Well, not really. By the way, 
fanners in several parts of 
north India are still agitat­
ing and demanding that the 
farm laws be withdrawn.

Their agitation has 
; been on for more tb ^  

months now. Surprisingly, 
we don’t hear of rising 
Covid cases amongst the 
farm community even as 
those in Mumbai’s high 
rises bear the brunt. Is' the 
kisaan more immune to the 

virus than the sharp-suited 
Indian? Maybe, maybe not: 
in the India o f2021 ‘kuchbhi 
ho saktahai!’ (anything can 
happen)

Post-script: The politics 
of the bizarre is also heav­
ily laced with hypocrisy. For 
example, BJP leaders at the 
Centre advocate a nationwide 
beef ban. In Kerala, the local 
BJP leadership says people 
are free to eat what they wish. 
Maybe, the Hyderabad MP 
Asaduddin Owaisi was right 
after all: the cow for some is 
‘Mummy’ in UP, yummy in 
Kerala! Yeh hai ‘new’ India!

(The writer is senior 
journalist and author. Mail: 
rajdeepsardesai52@gmail. 
com)

Yes, from that force which 
has developed the expertise 
of distorting and rewriting 
Indian history with elan; 
Rana Pratap defeating Akbar 
in Haldighati being one of 
such "priceless" gem!

That the father of Bengal 
Renaissance -  Raja Rammo- 
han Roy should be termed a 
much-hated chamcha of the 
British is an insult to Bengal 
and its people!

Bollywood starlet Payal 
Rohatgi is the author of all 
the above statements. She 
asserted that Sati was the 
"woman's choice." That 
Mughal invaders or Muslims 
are "rapists1' out to "dish­
onour" Hindu women; that 
the British were necessarily 
"destructive" determined to 
edge out the "great tradi­
tions" of "Bharat" with Raja 
Rammohan Roy being a 
"co-conspirator" robbing the 
"divine rights" of the Hindu 
widows to voluntarily sacri­
fice their lives, upon the pyre 
of their deceased husbands!

Now this ideology har­
bouring such a medieval, 
dark, rabid, regressive, hor­
rible misogynistic mindset is 
working all-out to politically 
conquer the enlightened 
progressive region of Bengal 
bearing the humanitarian 
legacy of Raja Rammohan

Roy! What a tragedy that 
these very people are work­
ing overtime to take control 
of Bengal and to decide the 
future of its women!

No wonder why Unnao- 
Hathras-Budaun form the 
signature state of affairs of 
Uttar Pradesh with scenes 
of BJP leaders marching 
on Jammu streets with tri­
colour in hand to defend the 
accused of spine-chilling 
Kathua gangrape-murder 
case and anti-Romeo squads 
being promised by Yogi 
Adityanath to "save the 
women of Bengal"! One only 
hopes the women of Bengal 
would rise to the occasion 
and vote sanely by resisting 
the "unique" "Bengal-only" 
utopia of "free education and 
travel in public transport"! 
This sudden love and respect 
for women and great figures 
of Bengal, is just to win elec­
tions at all costs. That’s the 
BJP’s agenda-promises and 
more promises.

Yours etc., 
Kajal Chatterjee, 

Kolkata

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Both BJP leaders are violating the model 
code during campaign in Bengal poll

New CEC must show 
the guts to discipline 

Modi and Shah
By Sushil Kutty

India has got a new Chief 
Election Commissioner. 
Sushil Chandra moved to the 
top post April 13, a Tuesday 
and notably ‘new year’ in 
the Hindu calendar. What’s 
striking is that in photo­
graphs, he looks like a 1960s 
Bollywood movie actor. 
One of those oily characters 
who come up with slick 
performances. The question 
is what kind of CEC will 
Sushil Chandra be? The 
point is, in the last nearly 
one decade, not one CEC 
has toed the people’s line, 
so to speak.

There have been only 
tame and game (tamed 
and gamed!) chief elec­
tion commissioners eliciting 
the thought ‘what a waste 
of talent/authority?’ Sushil 
Chandra will serve till May 
14,2022. He is 63, and was 
appointed Election Commis­
sioner in February 2019, just 
before the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections. In the ensuing 
months from now on till he 
gives way to another tamed 
CEC, he will oversee polls 
in five states - Uttar Pradesh, 
Punjab, Goa, Uttarakhand 
and Manipur.

But that’s for later. Right 
now he’s got to see the fin­
ish of the West Bengal as­
sembly elections, which

fronted for being sicken- 
ingly partial to the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, and for being , 
extremely harsh to Mamata . 
Baneijee -  one set of rules , 
for the TMC; and another, 
more benign, set for the BJP. 
Like it is said, Prime Minis­
ter Modi can holler anything 
from the rooftop and the EC 
would be deaf and dumb;. 
But Mamata Baneijee say5 
something a little out of line, 
and it’s heard loud and clear. 
The EC hauls her up and 
bans her like she’s a loud* 
speaker on a minaret! ' 

Question: What does 
CEC Sushil Chandra think 
of the 24-hour ban handed 
out to Mamata Baneijee by • 
the outgoing CEC?. Equally; 
if not more, important what 
does he think of Prime Mm-; 
ister Narendra Modi’s trans-1 
gressions of the MCC? Early . 
April, Modi had without bat-: , 
ting an eyelid said that if the ■ 
BJP comes to power in West 
Bengal, the PM Kisan Sam- 
man Nidhi will be passed in 
the very first cabinet meet* , 
ing, adding that farmers of 
West Bengal will not only . 
start getting the benefit? . 
of the scheme, but also the’ 
“backlog of Rs 18,000.” 't 

Isn’t  or wasn’t that a , 
clear violation of the Model

hasifoiirmore phases, to go- - 
And then the results for five 
states’-  Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, Assam and West 
Bengal -  assembly elections 
will be announced on May
2 this year. Needless to say, 
Sushil Chandra has been in 
the thick of things in his role 
as election commissioner, 
and he need not be reminded 
of how the Election Com­
mission has been working 
ever since elections to these 
five states got underway.

‘Pathetic’ and ‘servile’ 
are two words that come 
to mind. Nobody has to 
tell Sushil Chandra of the 
statements being issued by 
political figures during these 
last few weeks, most of them 
BJP leaders, including Prinie 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Amit 
Shah. Of course, there is the 
shrill voice of Trinamool 
Congress supremo Mamata 
Baneijee, butting in with her 
own assertions. But there’s a 
difference. While PM Modi 
gets away with murder, so 
to speak, Mamata is the 
one who gets hung to the 
rafters for allegedly having 
busted the Model Code of 
Conduct!

As if  ‘MCC’ is the 
Marylebone Cricket Club 
for the BJP, and Modi; and 
the Election Commission’s 
Model Code of Conduct for 
the TMC, and Mamata Ba­
neijee. The Prime Minister 
and his minions, such as Ni- 
tin Gadkari for one and Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath for another, can 
buck any and every model 
conduct provision, but not 
Baneijee. There are so many 
of the pronouncements that 
Modi has been making and 
there’s not a whimper from 
the Election Commission.

Will Sushil Chandra be 
different from his predeces­
sor? Most observers of the 
“scene” will laugh at the 
suggestion that Chandra will 
show spine. If he had one, he 
would have revealed it long 
ago, ever since he’s been in 
the Election Commission. 
But in his defence, he wasn’t 
CEC to throw his weight 
around, do a Seshan! Then 
again, before he became 
one of the trio in the EC, he 
was chairman of the Cen­
tral Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT), and CBDT doesn’t 
usually breed lions!

Chandra arrives at the 
helm even as the election 
body is being hotly con­

i Code tif Conduct? -1
it the job of the CE€',ahd/f'h I 
Election Commission tQ 
immediately point it out tg 
an ignorant Prime Minister 
that he had violated the code 
and should be rightly told in ' 
no uncertain terms that he’s 
banned from campaignin| 
for so and so hours, begin- '■ 
ning right now? Ah, nobody 
in the Election Commissiofi 1 
had the cat’s guts to shake up . 
Mr. Modi. And that included 
Mr. Sushil Chandra, the one 
with a slick hairdo!

Sushil Chandra had overf 
seen the CBDT’s ‘Operation . 
Clean Money’ launched iij 
2017 to curb illegal wealth 
and black money. It’s clear 
as daylight that he didn’t sue* 
ceed in the endeavour, black 1 
money and illegal wealth > 
continue to be the hallmarfi * 
as we all know. But, here’s '• 
another chance to redeem* 
Will CEC Sushil Chandra .v 
accept the challenge, and v  , 
read out the riot act to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi & 
Co., during the remaining t 
weeks of the West Bengal. 
elections as far as the MCQ 
is concerned?

Point is, if Mamata Ba­
nerjee bucked the model 
code when she asked Mus­
lims not to “waste” their 
votes, Modi by keeping . 
on mentioning Mamata’s 
transgressions has been clev­
erly signaling to the major­
ity community not to waste 
their votes! Even otherwise, ' 
Modi and BJP have withlhe ■ 
use of ‘Jai Shri Ram’ and 
other Hindu-slogans trying [ 
to attract a relevant sec­
tion of the electorate. The 
Election Commission has 
steadfastly ignored Modi’s 
transgressions and from all 
indications nothing’s gonna 
change with Sushil Chandra 
at the helm.

Those sort of miracles 
do not happen with Modi 
and Amit Shah at the helm. 
Doesn’t matter how defiant 
Mamata Banerjee is and 
will be; whether she rejects ■ 
the EC’s elections or not, • 
nothing will matter. Polar­
izing references like “mini- 
Pakistan” from Hindutva 
tongues have been adopted 
by the Election Commission - 
as legit lexicon. If outgoing 
CEC Sunil Arora could not 
make a difference, incoming 
CEC Sushil Chandra seemS 
no different. Both are birds 
of the same feather! (IPA 
Service)
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“ The only vice that cannot be forgiven 
is hypocrisy. The repentance of a hypocrite 

is itself hypocrisy. ”
-----William Hazlitt
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Bank holiday imbroglio
APRIL 12 was a gazetted holiday for employees 
of the Government of Meghalaya as it was a 
festival of Shad Suk Mynsiem observed by the 
followers of the indigenous faith -Niam  Khasi, 
Niamtre. This is one of the major festivals in 
the State. It would be prudent to believe that 
there would be adherents of the Niam Khasi, 
Niamtre among the bank employees, no matter 
how big or small their numbers. For all other 
festivals the Banks under the Negotiable Instru­
ments (NI) Act declares ‘Restricted holidays.’ 
In 2021 under the NI Act there are 29 Restricted 
holidays. A Restricted holiday is one that is op­
tional and left to the discretion of the employee 
whether tp take leave on that particular day. 
Bank employees and others governed by the 
NI Act can avail two Restricted holidays with 
prior permission of their organisation. On April 
12, pressure groups visited some banks and told 
them to down their shutters on account of Shad 
Suk Mynsiem. This is not the first time that 
Banks in Meghalaya were asked to close their 
shutters due to intervention by pressure groups. 
Such arbitrary behaviour by sundry pressure 
groups is unwarranted and should be resolved 
amicably.

Apprehending such a situation, the All India 
Bank Officers Confederation (AIBOC) wrote 
to the Government of Meghalaya as early as in 
April 7, requesting them to declare a holiday on 
April 12. The Government wrote back on April 
9, regretting the request for reasons best known 
to them. The AIBOC is an all-India organisa­
tion and should have taken up the matter with 
the Reserve Bank of India putting forward the 
necessary reasoning which in this case is cultur­
ally nuanced.

Section 25 of the NI Act empowers Ŝ tate 
Governments to declare a holiday under the 
Act as there is a difference of importance to a 
particular festival in a particular state. The State 
Government of Meghalaya was well within its 
rights to declare Shad Suk Mynsiem as a holiday 
or even a restricted holiday.

There can be arguments that Bank employees 
enjoy far too many holidays in this country than 
is good for the trading community especially 
since the economy is just getting back on the 
rails. In 2021 Banks have declared 16 Gazetted 
holidays which means full closure of banks. 
Add to that 52 Sundays and 26 other days being 
second and fourth Saturdays. So banks have a 
total of 123 holidays out of 365 days a year. In 
other words there are only 242 working days a 
year. This is not what other developed countries 
can boast of. But that’s because their priorities 
are different. Neither religion or festivities or 
emotions decide policies in such countries.

Implications on Agrobiodiversitv

Lakadong turmeric & one district 
one product (ODOP) Scheme

In a story titled ‘Her Yel­
low Revolution’ published 
by the Shillong Times on 
9th March 2019, Sahana 
Ghosh tells the story of Kong 
Trinity Saioo’s endeavour in 
promoting the cultivation and 
boosting the popularity of the 
indigenous, high curcumin 
content (7.9% as against 2% 
of other varieties) Lakadong 
turmeric. The high curcumin 
content claims to help in 
protecting the liver from oxi­
dative stress, kill off fungus 
more effectively than other 
spices, lowers blood choles­
terol levels, protects body 
from diabetes and against 
cognitive/memory defects. 
For her efforts, Kong Trinity 
was felicitated by the Minis­
try of Agriculture. Recognis­
ing the commercial potential 
of Lakadong turmeric, the 
Government of Meghalaya 
launched the ‘Lakadong Mis­
sion’ in 2018 with the aim 
of producing 50,000 metric 
tonnes per annum of the va­
riety for the next five years,
i.e., 2018-2023.

In 2020, the Ministry 
of Food Processing Indus­
tries under the Centrally 
Sponsored Pradhan Mantri 
Formalisation of Micro Pro­
cessing Enterprises Scheme 
launched the One District 
One Product (ODOP) scheme 
to be implemented for a pe­
riod of five years, i.e., 2020- 
2021 to 2024-2025 with an 
outlay of Rs 10,000 crores. 
Lakadong turmeric from 
East and West Jaintia Hills 
is one of the products se­
lected for support under this 
scheme from Meghalaya 
along with others like So- 
hiong, Pineapple, Banana, 
Jackfruit, Ginger and Cashew 
nut products from the other 
districts of the State. The 
importance of the Lakadong 
turmeric has therefore seen 
a tremendous upsurge in the 
last few years.

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

India,
ment Promotion and Fa­
cilitation Agency of India 
had a meeting with NESFAS 
(North East Slow Food and 
Agrobiodiversity Society) 
and its partner SURE (So­
ciety for Urban and Rural 
Empowerment) to discuss 
the problems that growers of 
Lakadong turmeric face, and 
the constraints in the value 
chain. One of the Lakadong 
farmers, Hamsniawpher Su- 
chiang from Mulum also 
participated in the discus­
sion. Then on 1st April 2021 
NESFAS and SURE were 
again invited to the ‘ODOP- 
Lakadong Turmeric Flag Off 
Ceremony.’ Kong Trinity 
Saioo also attended the meet­
ing. The discussions during 
the consultations raised a 
few concerns regarding the 
whole exercise especially the

idea of the selecting a single 
crop from a particular district 
and its impact on the local 
agrobiodiversity.

Lakadong turmeric is just 
one of the many food plants 
grown by the farmers in the 
Jaintia Hills region of Megha­
laya. Mynso in West Jaintia 
Hills is one of the villages 
which grows this particular 
variety. The participatory 
mapping exercise done in 
Mynso, West Jaintia under the 
Rural Electrification Corpora­
tion (REC) supported project 
“No One Shall be Left Behind 
Initiative: Biodiversity for 
Food, Nutrition and Energy 
Security, Meghalaya and Na­
galand,” revealed an agrobio­
diversity of 220 food plants. 
Among the starchy staples 
which provided the main 
source of carbohydrates, were
19 rice varieties and multiple 
varieties of maize, taro and 
sweet potatoes. Other fruits 
category had the highest 
number of food plants reach­
ing almost 50 food plants 
(including those harvested 
from the forest). Lakadong 
is part of the condiments 
food group category which 
also includes varieties of 
ginger, chilli, coriander, mint 
and garlic (total of 13 food 
plants). A similar richness 
in agrobiodiversity will un­
doubtedly occur in the other 
villages where Lakadong is 
cultivated. What happens to 
this diversity when only one 
among the multitude is being 
selected for rigorous develop­
ment and promotion?

Lakadong is not unique in 
getting a great deal of public­
ity for its health benefits and 
focus for commercial exploi­
tation. Another famous case is 
that of Quinoa (Chenopodium 
quinoa), a small grain staple 
of the Chenopodiacea family 
whicbhasHteeftift cultivatroia 
for at least the last 5000 yters 
in the Andean Highlands of 
South America. In the book 
‘Diversifying Food and Diets’ 
Michael Hermann has a chap­
ter, ‘Success and pitfalls of 
linking nutritionally promis­
ing Andean crops to market.’ 
He traces the remarkable rise 
of Quinoa and other Andean 
crops like Maca (Lepidium 
meyenii) and Yacon (Smal- 
lanthus sonchifolius) and the 
consequences on the local 
economy and ecology.

A natural consequence of 
the growing popularity of the 
three crops was the increase 
in the area under cultivation. 
For a crop like Maca this was 
very significant. Prior to the 
late 1980’s, there were fears 
that the crop would become 
extinct. However, increased 
returns saw an increase in

the area under cultivation 
by a factor of almost 60, i.e., 
from only 15 ha to some 3000 
ha. However this had its own 
negative consequences which 
became more apparent with 
Quinoa. The rush to grow 
Quinoa resulted in reduced 
soil fertility brought about 
by reduced fallow periods 
and expansion into steep 
and erosion-prone land to 
compensate for reduced area 
productivity. It led to what is 
called ‘soil mining’. This was 
facilitated by a growing trend 
of absentee landlords who 
relied on hired labour with 
little regard for community 
action to maintain sustain­
ability practises. Price escala­
tion because of high export 
demand also meant that local 
producers are more interested 
in trading (especially for ex­
port) than consuming. This 
also had the knock-on effect 
of discouraging local con­
sumption as well since local 
consumers were unable to af­
ford the crop. This, according 
to the author, has implications 
on nutritional diversity and 
cultural identity.

The focus on a single 
commodity, in this case the 
Lakadong variety, is under­
standable because of the 
substantial resources that 
would need to be allocated 
if  more are selected and 
the logistical complications 
involved. At the same time, 
the risk that good market 
returns could spark a process 
of mono-cropping which 
will lead to a decline of the 
existing agrobiodiversity and 
bring about negative ecologi­
cal consequences also ejoists. 
After the ‘Lakadong Mission’ 
was announced, new villages 
have taken to cultivation of 
this variety. It hence becomes 
very important that the les­

io n s  learned if om
- Maca -and Y&con -arc giVin * 
serious consideration.

One way to avoid the 
negative implications of an 
increased importance given 
to Lakadong turmeric is to 
link its cultivation with the 
existing agrobiodiversity and 
build on it to ensure that the 
increase in the former does 
not lead to a loss in the latter. 
Here, the concept of Key­
stone species becomes quite 
useful. A Keystone species is 
a plant or animal that plays a 
unique or crucial role in the’ 
way an ecosystem functions. 
In India tiger, elephants, rhi­
nos and bears are key critical 
Keystone species. Programs 
targeting their conservation 
like ‘Project Tiger’, in fact, 
have the advantage of pro­
tecting other species (flora 
and fauna) that inhabit the

1 .f l i e r s  to the' K d i t o r

Ofbanks and 
bank holidays

Editor,
This has a reference to 

two news items appearing 
in the Shillong Times on
13.04.2021 and 14.04.2021 
with regard to Banks in 
Shillong and adjoining 
areas remaining open on
12.04.2021 on the occasion 
of Shad Suk Mynsiem. The 
news items seems to have 
generated more than neces­
sary confusion, misrepre­
sentation , murkiness and 
mystery to the issue, which 
I attempt to debunk as below 
for the benefit of all who are 
peeved at Banks not “com­
plying with the request made 
by the state government”.

Firstly, banks are not pri­
vate institutions and do not 
have the luxury of declaring 
their own holidays. Bank 
holidays are necessarily 
declared by the respective 
state governments annually 
in a holiday list prepared 
by them. Bank holidays are 
mandatorily to be separately 
declared under the Nego­
tiable Instruments Act of 
1881 for which state/central 
government is the sole em­
powered authority, not the 
banks/bankers /employee 
unions themselves. Shad Suk 
Mynsiem this year was not 
declared as a holiday by the

government of Meghalaya 
under the NI Act.

In anticipation of local 
pressure groups ultimately 
requesting Banks to shut 
down suddenly on that day 
(from past experience) the 
All India Bank Officers 
Confederation (AIBOC 
Meghalaya State Unit) had 
pragmatically written to the 
government of Meghalaya 
as early as April 07, 2021 
to declare a holiday under 
the NI Act on the day of 
Shad Suk Mynsiem, which 
however was declined, rather 
“regretted” vide their letter 
to AIBOC dated April 09, 
2021, leaving no locus standi 
for Banks to close on their 
own. Further, in a bizarre 
display of knee jerk reaction 
and myopic vision, on April 
12, 2021, police personnel 
were visiting bank branches 
and requesting them to close 
down in anticipation of an 
awkward situation. As an­
ticipated, on April 12 last 
Bank branches had to down 
shutters, either in deference 
to the request of the police or 
by the pressure groups. Had 
the Government concurred 
with the pragmatic request 
of AIBOC in the first place, 
such a situation could have 
been averted.

The news item appear­
ing in The Shillong Times 
on April 13, 2021 provided 
the proverbial last nail by 
stating that it was the Gov­

ernment (Deputy Secretary, 
GAD to be precise) which 
wrote to the AIBOC to de­
clare a holiday on April 12 
for banks, which is exactly 
the opposite of the fact. 
How can the government 
write to a Bank Union and 
request the Union to declare 
a holiday, when the sole, 
repeat sole prerogative lies 
with the government itself? 
This mix-up has turned the 
entire episode on its head and 
made the Banks and Bank­
ers to appear as “asserting” 
themselves and “failing to 
respect the request made by 
the government.” One wrong 
report filed by the journalist 
concerned has turned fact 
into fiction, and tarnished the 
image of Bank, Bankers and 
the Bank Trade Unions.

Although a clarification 
was carried by the daily on 
April 14 on the insistence 
of the AIBOC, there is no 
mention of the reporting 
error committed ab initio on
13.04.2021.

Yours etc., 
Devadeep Dasgupta 

Assistant General Secretary 
State Bank of India 

Officers’ Association
(Meghalaya & Manipur)

Editor replies: We deep­
ly regret the error on our part. 
Since AIBOC received the 
regret letter from Govern­
ment on April 9, they could 
have sent the letter to this

newspaper and other media 
ahead of time. The news 
could have been carried and 
no needless tension would 
have been created. The pres­
sure groups would then have 
had to contend with the 
Government instead of the 
Banks.

Hypocrisy the 
only Policy!!
Editor,
While some seems to not 

know, many of us know that 
“We are all Hypocrites”. We 
all behave differently that 
what we truly are! In any 
situation and position we 
always make the best of both 
worlds.

Look at our professionals, 
where the MeECL engineers 
make the best example, they 
will keep their mouth shut 
while the ship is sinking 
because of their own do­
ings. But, when someone 
dares to interfere with their 
misadventure, they are ready 
to climb on every rooftop 
and electric pole to shout 
their ignorance and their 
allegiance to the entity and 
the public to whom they have 
taken an oath to serve, and 
is vehemently ensuring that 
the best and only the best is 
delivered!

Look at our NGO’s and 
how concerned they are for

the borders, for the land, 
for the identity and for ev­
erything that concerns the 
Jaidbynriew. These are the 
group (s) of people who 
know when to open their 
mouths and when to come 
to the streets, for reasons 
best known to them (or their 
masters, as the case maybe). 
But in almost every agenda, 
tjie public are supposed to 
listen and agree to their ideas 
and beliefs, whereas we are 
made to believe that they 
only voice the concerns and 
fears of the public. On the 
contrary in most cases, they 
are the ones who bring fear 
to the masses and are the 
major reason why many of 
the daily wage earners are 
concerned about whether or 
not th'ere will be disruption to 
their livelihoods tomorrow!

Look at the Church! It is 
the best hunting ground for 
hypocrites! And mind it, I 
meiltion the church because 
I belong to one, but surely all 
mosques, temples and other 
so called place of worships 
have their own share of 
hypocrites and scoundrels! 
These are the spaces where 
people speak against cor­
ruption and injustice, and 
also the same places where 
corruption and injustice 
finds the most comforting 
shelter!

And why should we even 
mention the political parties? 
The same party which vehe­

same ecosystem. The same 
can be done with Lakadong 
turmeric and the other crops 
identified under the ODOP 
scheme.

Also one way in which 
sustainability and profit are 
reconciled is by making it a 
rule that the targeted crop (in 
this case Lakadong turmeric) 
will be sourced only from 
farmers who are genuine 
(not absentee) and who grow 
crops other than one being 
sourced. This has the benefit 
of helping small and marginal 
farmers that need the most 
support and rewarding them 
for their role in agrobiodiver­
sity conservation. The reward 
however is indirect which 
might not appeal to some 
who might also complain of 
being made unwilling con­
servators. In such a case there 
will be those who will try to 
find a way around it. Another 
way is to promote Lakadong 
turmeric as a product which 
apart from having tremendous 
nutritional benefits also plays 
an important role in agrobio­
diversity conservation which 
again has important climate 
change implications (A good 
book to understand the role 
of agrobiodiversity in climate 
change adaptation is the 2013 
‘Community Biodiversity 
Management: Promoting re­
silience and conservation of 
plant genetic resources’ by 
Walter Simon de Boef and 
colleagues). The existing 
rich agrobiodiversity allows 
for that case to be made, the  
premium earned from the 
sale of the commodity can be 
deposited into an Agrobio­
diversity Conservation Fund 
for paying the farmers or 
villages who grow the variety 
but also to maintain agrobio­
diversity. Other ways to link 
environmental sustainability 
and profit exist and must be 
explored.

The ‘ODOP-Lakadong 
eric Flag Off Ceremony’, 

Was brought to a closefiy me 
flagging of the truck carrying 
a consignment of Lakadong 
turmeric to Kerala. If  the 
Scheme succeeds there is no 
doubt that the participating 
farmers’ Will experience an 
improvement in their in­
comes. However it is equally 
important to ensure that the 
returns are sustainable, not 
only in economic but also 
ecological terms (ecological 
degradation in fact will af­
fect future profits as well). 
Failure to do so will be akin 
to “killing the goose that lays 
the golden eggs”.

About the writer : Bhog­
toram Mawroh is a Senior 
Associate, Research and 
Knowledge Management at 
NESFAS and can be reached 
at bhogtoram.nesfas@gmail. 
com

mently opposed implementa­
tion of a certain law while in 
power, is now continuously 
talking about its implemen­
tation because it’s itching 
for power. That’s the height 
of hypocrisy. And when the 
same party whose member 
in the cabinet seems to have 
equally failed in a particular 
portfolio whom his prede­
cessor was judiciously asked 
to be removed by them, are 
very much comfortable in 
their silence and compla­
cency, is that not hypocrisy? 
As for our lawmakers and 
upholders of the law, the 
public knows it all!

Recent news will testify 
on all of the above argu­
ments, but again, look at all 
of us, the writer included. 
We are all silent and feign 
ignorance, but don’t forget 
that we are the one who 
breed all of the above! We 
certainly belong to at least 
one of the above, and if we 
don’t know when to speak 
we are no less than any one 
of them. But again, we are a 
society who secretly believes 
that “Hypocrisy is the only, if 
not the best Policy”!!

Yours etc.,
Wanshan B Khardewsaw

Shillong 2
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Ecological reflection

matriarchy and 
earth-care

By Barnes Mawrie

It might sound rather 
strange and unusual to speak 
of the connection between 
the two. However, if we go 
deeper into it, this might not 
sound so strange after all. 
Matriliny is a socio-cultural 
system where the role of 
the progenitress (mother) is 
dominant. In this system the 
lineage is traced through the 
mother and not the father. 
Matriarchy on the other hand 
is a system where the woman 
is head of the family and 
she assumes control of all 
household affairs. In most 
matriarchal communities 
matriliny is also practiced as 
part of it. However, in some 
communities like the Khasis 
and the Garos, matriliny and 
patriarchy are simultane­
ously practiced.

It is undeniable that there 
is a close resemblance be­
tween a human mother and 
Mother Nature. Both are 
endowed with the ability 
of reproduction and nurtur­
ing. The fact that Nature is 
ascribed a feminine gender 
in all cultures, proves the 
presence of motherly traits in

towards Earth care. Women 
are naturally endowed with 
motherly traits and they are 
highly sensitive to the needs 
and sufferings of others. 
Therefore women are natu­
rally and psychologically 
more connected to Nature 
and they understand her 
better than men do. It is be­
cause of the emphasis on the 
feminine dimension of the 
community that tribal com­
munities in general demon­
strate exceptional respect 
and care for Mother Nature. 
They look at Nature as a 
true mother who provides 
them with materials for their 
shelter and food for their 
sustenance. In matrilineal 
and matriarchal societies 
this aspect of motherhood 
is more prominent and thus 
the link with Nature is much 
closer.

History has shoWn that 
much of ecological de­
struction has taken placd 
in western societies where 
patriarchy ife the system. We 
are aware that deforestation 
and exploitation of nature 
for natural resources has

her. This is the reason, why been foiflg on. for centuries 
m a t d ^ ^  i{#rj¥ ^ ^ j p  wMtpm c o i m t r ^ f l ^ j ,  
societies are naturally more well knoWn Sahara Desert > 
closely connected to nature was once toon a time a rich 
than patriarchal societies, forest land but due to the 
This brings me to the argu­
ment that matrilineal and 
matriarchal societies are 
better inclined towards Earth 
care than others.

When we go back to the 
early years of our Khasi soci­
ety, we see a sort of elemental 
relationship that used to exist 
between the community and 
their natural environment.
The ancient Khasis had tre­
mendous respect and love 
for Mother Nature. In fact 
they addressed her with titles 
like “Meiritung Meirisan,”
“Mei Ramew,” “Mei Mari- 
ang,” etc, all indicating the 
motherhood of Nature. This 
was the reason why nature 
was never exploited by our 
ancestors. It was said that 
when people required trees 
or other materials from the 
forests for constructing their

wanton felling of trees by 
the Romans and others, it 
has timed into a vast desert. 
A patriarchal system where 
man ruies, is characterized 
by an attitude of domination. 
This in tilth leads to greed, 
ambitiotiand destruction. 
The cotmict between pa­
triarchy jttid matriarchy is 
beautifiilty depicted in the 
blockbuster Avatar of James 
CameroM Where the muscle 
men of western materialistic 
society COme into confront 
tation with the tribal com,- 
munity kliown as the Navi 
The former group is bent on 
destroying Mother Natur? 
while the latter is determined 
to protect her. Looking at 
the current situation where 
we are threatened by global 
warming and climate change 
because of man’s cruelty tp

After all, solving environmental problems is 
more about changing attitudes than formulating 

policies. Unless our attitudes o f greed, 
ambition and cruel domination are changed, 
there will be no respite for Another Nature.

houses, they would seek first 
the permission of the guard­
ian spirits and then they 
would take only as much 
as they needed and nothing 
more. When they would go 
fishing they would fish only 
for their sustenance and not 
for commercial purposes and 
no destructive means were 
used like lime, dynamites or 
other chemicals as people do 
today. Even in the practice of 
agriculture, our ancestors ex­
hibited tremendous respect 
and concern for Mother Na­
ture. They would cultivate 
in one place and then moved 
on to another location and 
would return to the same plot 
after a few years thereby al­
lowing the land to heal itself. 
It was essentially an organic 
farming using the natural 
manure provided by Mother 
Nature herself. No wonder, 
our ancestors were healthy 
and lived long because they 
ate organic food free from 
chemicals and poisons.

Psychologically, we can 
explain why tribal societies 
where women are extremely 
respected and play dominant 
roles, are more inclined

Nature, it makes us realize 
that the attitude of domi­
nation ahd exploitation so 
characteristic of patriarchy, 
needs to fee tempered by a 
motherly attitude of care 
and preservation. Matrilineal 
societies like the Khasis or 
Garos and a few matriarchal 
societies in different parts of 
the world are in a better posi­
tion to teach the world about 
the necessity of respecting 
and caring for our Mother 
Nature and the importance 
of connecting ourselves to 
her. After all, solving envi­
ronmental problems is more 
about changing attitudes than 
formulating policies. Unless 
our attitudes of greed, ambi­
tion and cruel domination 
are changed, there will be no 
respite for Mother Nature. In 
my opinion, even patriarchal 
societies need to allow the 
feminine and motherly di­
mension to emerge so as to 
give way to noble sentiments 
of love, compassion, care 
and concern which are so 
essential in our relationship 
with Mother Nature.

Email: bamesmawrie@ 
gmail.com
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“ Somewhere in the world there is an 
epigram for every dilemma. ”

— Hendrik Willem Van Loon
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Afghanistan, India
AFGHANISTAN, after long years of occupa­
tion, war and militant mayhem, is far from being 
normal. Taliban factions remain lethal with Pak­
istani support on the one side and machinations 
from multiple interests on the other. Despite the 
long years of direct involvement by the US in a 
peacekeeping form and to “protect” democracy 
there, there is neither peace nor an effective form 
of people’s rules there.

In this context, the announcement made 
by US President Joe Biden a day ago that all 
American and NATO troops will be pulled out 
from Afghanistan by September 11 is both sig­
nificant and a matter of serious concern to Af­
ghanistan’s well-wishers like India. In the event, 
chances are that the field will be “wide open” 
to both home-grown militants and also those 
who were nurtured from Pakistan and the West 
Asia region, who are active in the landlocked 
kingdom. For good or for bad, several nations 
are happily getting involved in the affairs of 
Afghanistan. The Russian occupation at the fag 
end of the last century was only a start for fresh 
incursions and involvements there from external 
interests. The US sent in Osama bin Laden to 
fight the Russians out of Afghanistan. Eventu­
ally, Laden started the A1 Qaeda in the Afghan 
soil to target the US. Pakistan has all along 
been playing its games in Afghanistan, also to 
counter the Indian influence there. The Hamid 
Karzai era, which saw the start of the democracy 
initiative in Afghanistan in the first decade of 
this Century with US and Indian support, was 
a relatively better period for Afghanistan. With 
Ashraf Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah coming 
into the scene in later years, India lost a part of 
its influence on Afghanistan and Pakistan began 
taking the upper hand for a while. For various 
reasons, Pakistan’s role has been reduced by 

rece
However, Joe Biden’s offer is that Afghani­

stan should now be cared for jointly by Pakistan, 
Russia, China, India and Turkey, in that order. 
China is making serious bids with Pakistani 
support to largely involve itself in Afghanistan. 
This sends out danger signals to India in more 
ways than one. Russia is no more a close friend 
of India. Neither is Turkey as some recent sce­
narios make clear. Chances are that India will 
get increasingly isolated from Afghanistan, 
where this country has gone out of its way to 
build friendship. Joe Biden’s aim is to extricate 
the US from a long-drawn military engagement. 
But, its implications are serious and scary for 
this geopolitical region.

I L e t t e r s  to t h e  K d i t o r

Closing of 
Schools and 

Colleges a last 
resort

Editor,
It will come as no surprise 

to you that teachers, parents 
and students are half hoping 
for schools to be closed now 
that rumours are rife about 
the increase in numbers of 
COVID 19 cases every­
where. It would be a matter 
of great convenience for 
these three groups of hope­
fuls who see the closure of 
schools as a sure means to 
their ends -  of course, the 
health and safety of all being 
the most obvious one. But 
there is also a growing sus­
picion that students would 
want schools to close for a 
more ulterior motive -  so 
that exams could continue to 
be held online and that they 
could continue to make use 
of the innovation of copying 
and pasting their answers to 
stardom.

I, on the other hand, find 
this matter rather ironic. 
For instance, it is perfectly 
alright for people to visit 
crowded places like Police 
Bazaar, Golf links, Iewduh 
the parks and parties with 
their kids where they stand a 
higher risk of being exposed 
to the virus but schools have 
suddenly become epicentres 
of the pandemic and a rescue 
mission must now be under­
taken to get everybody out of 
these places. Members of the

What do we do 
with Education

public have all but thrown 
caution to the winds. They 
are now least bothered by 
the virus. Many believe it 
to be either a conspiracy to 
manipulate the masses into 
some sort of submission or 
a gimmick to divert people’s 
attention from some rather 
interesting development. 
Otherwise, how else can 
election rallies, protests, 
feasts and what not be held 
even amid such a ‘pandemic’ 
where a whiff of the air preg­
nant with the virus can cause 
people to suffer traumatic 
health issues? Look at the 
number of people walk­
ing around with a hint of 
a mask on their faces. And 
those who do have one on it 
appear not to know how to 
wear it or have such weak 
lower jaws that they must 
use their masks to hold them 
in place.

Why does the govern­
ment not do anything about 
such blatant violators of the 
COVID 19 SOPs, you ask 
me? Well, if they were to 
take any action in this regard, 
they would have to start with 
themselves first, that is why. 
It is the same story -  from the 
centre to the states. The less 
said about this the better, at 
least for my health.

But let us seriously con­
sider the impact of closing 
schools and colleges and 
conducting classes and ex­
ams online. It is an open 
secret that at no level is 
real learning taking place 
through such a system. Not 
just because there are many 
inherent flaws in the system

It is said that education is 
the escalator to opportunity 
but what happens when that 
escalator is broken. Covid 
has brought all of us to a state 
where we are groping for 
answers. The last thing that 
anyone should do is to play 
politics with Covid. This is 
the time for the government 
to open up its horizons and 
look for suggestions, not 
from the usual suspects and 
acolytes that get invited to 
every meeting, but by scour­
ing the horizon to get people 
with experience and pragma­
tism to share their views.

We have just come to a 
point where possibilities of 
a second lockdown stare 
us in the face as Covid ' 
cases have escalated. Just 
imagine looking at an­
other year of repetition, 
isolation and stress. The 
shock of a year ago is 
now threatening to repeat 
itself. And it’s not a happy 
thought; not especially for 
parents for whom 2020 
has been a cancel year for 
their children’s education.
The pandemic threatens to 
take us back to those times 
when younger relatives 
would stay away for fear 
of being asymptomatic 
carriers. Social distanc­
ing as we all know has a 
very debilitating effect on 
everyone but especially the 
elderly and if this is repeated,
I wonder how we can cope 
with the situation. In feet a 
year-plus of social distancing 
has changed our personalities 
forever.

We are, if I may venture 
to say, hopefully less selfish 
and more caring than we 
used to be. Research shows 
that most people become 
calmer, more accepting, more 
self-confident and socially 
sensitive as they mature. One 
hopes this is correct But as 

tjfa-ltttg^ Jtumaa,
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how the younger members in 
our families are coping. What 
are they not telling us about 
how they feel? And what are 
they actually going through? 
Adolescence is that time in 
life when the hormones are 
hyperactive; it’s also a period 
of heavy socializing. Ado­
lescence is a testing ground 
for how many peer groups 
one can belong to. If an ado­
lescent is not socializing; is 
an introvert, adults believe 
there’s something wrong and 
we try to draw the person out. 
But Covid puts everything on 
pause mode. We would be 
aware of young adults who 
in 2020 had a hellish time 
being forced into solitude at

but especially because stu­
dents who sit for online ex­
ams do not need to study for 
the exams. We all know very 
well what happens in this 
case where students Google 
for answers and write them 
down on A4 sheets and then 
upload the scanned images 
of these ‘well-written’ an­
swers to the exam portal 
much to the surprise and 
delight of their teachers who 
notice the quantum jump of 
their students from average 
learners during the offline 
normal non-pandemic situ­
ation to excellent scientist 
material during this online 
new normal period. There is 
nothing to be happy about in 
this regard. Such a practice is 
creating a dangerous trend 
that will result in students 
with superficial knowledge 
and zero skills. God forbid, 
we get treated by doctors and 
nurses who have completed 
their studies th ro u g h  such 
a system. If they can find 
the heart when in search of 
the liver, it will be salvation 
enough for many. At least 
they have still managed to 
find something in the hu­
man body.

Let us therefore not be 
too hasty in closing schools 
and colleges without find­
ing alternatives that could 
work to conduct classes and 
exams safely for all. There 
must be a system that could 
work. Look at how certain 
educational systems in Asia 
have done it. They conducted 
their exams in wide-open 
football fields where school 
distancing norms could be

By Patricia Mukhim

the very moment when their 
identities are most vividly 
forming.

Covid has made parents 
feel less stressful if the ado­
lescents don’t get too many 
calls or don’t agonize too 
much about having to stay at 
home and missing out on the 
fun and games. In that sense 
families living in gated resi­
dential complexes are better 
able to cope because their 
kids have enough spaces in 
community playgrounds to 
meet their friends, since the 
effects of isolation can be

Aren’t they all second guess­
ing? To see on the TV screen 
pictures of dead bodies wait­
ing to be burnt is exasperating 
and conveys a message that 
the government has given up 
and will take no responsibil­
ity for the growing number 
of deaths, infections and 
the breakdown of the health 
system. How does it feel to be 
living in these times?

You realise the futility 
of investing your votes on 
politicians for they are found 
most wanting when a calam­
ity like Covid strikes. You

worse than the disease itself. 
The whole of 2020 has been 
an accumulation of, “what 
could have been but never 
was,” -  the joys we missed 
in not being able to celebrate 
birthdays and attend marriage 
ceremonies; but more so the 
funerals of close relatives and 
friends and the family gather­
ings that we took for granted. 
Thankfully there are as yet no 
trackers for moments of ups 
and downs; laughter and tears 
in 2020.

We humans need so much 
more to nourish ourselves 
w itlt:
our
found" u$ without emot 
nutrition hence emotionally 
drained and that manifested 
itself in bouts of loneliness. 
Am not sure yet if any re­
search has been conducted on 
how people coped with and 
fared during those lockdowns 
beginning March 2020. Per­
sonally I know I have spent 
more time looking at the 
computer screen or scanning 
for news of hope for a cure or 
a  vaccine. Now that the vac­
cine is here, we are told that 
even those who have had it 
are still prone to Covid, some 
suffering severe forms of the 
virus. Do we even understand 
this virus better today? Do 
any doctors know for sure 
what they are talking about?

observed without any dearth 
of space. A system of con­
ducting classes on alternate 
days or using odd/even roll 
numbers or varying timings 
could be tried before declar­
ing an indefinite holiday and 
consigning our children to a 
token form of education.

And what about the fact 
that when schools and col­
leges close, parents are still 
required to pay the fees even 
though their children are 
denied many of the facili­
ties that they ought to get as 
part of their admission. And 
the very teachers who are in 
favour of closing schools are 
also the ones, perhaps, who 
need salaries. However, if 
they are not, then they are 
to inform the management 
so parents can celebrate the 
fact that their children will be 
blessed with free education 
for a year, at least.

I would urge upon all 
concerned to avoid being 
alarmists and to take a more 
practical and far-sighted ap­
proach to the matter at hand 
before jumping to any sort 
of conclusions that could 
jeopardise our collective 
future.

Yours etc., 
P. Majaw, 

Shillong -1

Inhuman 
attitude of 

BSNL
Editor,
Through your esteemed

also realise that every issue 
is politicised instead of being 
solved. Then everything gets 
lost into the manhole of ugly 
politics while the public is 
left gasping for answers.

I have yet to see a prag­
matic think tank created by 
the MDA government to 
handle crises such as the 
ones posed by Covid. There 
is an 85-member body cre­
ated to celebrate 50 years 
of Meghalaya - a state that 
is going nowhere. But there 
is no serious brainstorming 
on how to tackle educa- 

||« |n ; the forthcoming exams; 
*w many- siudenb, have, 
'opped out since last year 

and what their fates would 
be and whether there are 
any recovery mechanisms 
or whether it is prudent to 
take hasty decisions on shut­
ting down schools when the 
online classes are a dismal 
failure.

The youth are our biggest 
assets. If we cannot spare the 
time, the energy and other 
resources to take a hard look 
at education and if we are to 
leave everything to the gov­
ernment then believe me we 
are a lost cause. Those who 
have given their lives to the 
cause of education because 
they believe in it and its po­
tential to change the destinies 
of youth and not because of

daily I would like to draw 
urgent attention to the utter 
negligence and apathy of 
the BSNL authorities in the 
state. It is about the damaged 
iron cover of the BSNL cable 
duct manhole near Jhalupara, 
GS Road. As the upper lid is 
worn out and pressed down 
many major accidents have 
already happened.

Every passing vehicle is 
forced to take the “curved 
path” to dodge this manhole. 
Many new vehicles coming 
from Guwahati are likely to 
fall into this manhole dam­
aging the lower parts of the 
vehicle. It is reported that 
many bikers have hit the spot 
and tumbled down leading 
to severe injuries. Had this 
spot been demarcated with 
a small signboard and red 
flags, such accidents would 
have been easily avoided. 
This should have been done 
by the traffic police depart­
ment.

Well, now we must dig 
out what makes the BSNL 
leave such a dangerous man­
hole unrepaired for several 
months. The PWD and the 
Deputy Commissioner must 
bring this to the notice of 
the BSNL without fiirther 
delay. One feels the telecom 
service provider must be pe­
nalized heavily for this sheer 
negligence and callousness 
over public safety. It is to­
tally inhumane to leave the 
manholes unrepaired. Com­
promising public safety is a 
serious offence.

the profits it rakes in, should 
actually put their heads to­
gether and give a blueprint 
for action to the government. 
Let there be no ego tussle be­
tween government and well- 
meaning educationists. That’s 
the last thing we need!

In the United States a 
research conducted says over 
three million children got no 
education in 2020. Nicholas 
Kristof in his article, ‘School 
Closures Have Failed Amer­
ica’s Children’ in the New 
York Times says he didn’t see 
the wisdom of opening bars 
while shutting down schools. 
It's instructive to know that 
even in states like Oregon 

in the US low-income 
children often don’t have 
internet to attend Zoom 
classes and some homes 
have neither internet nor 
cell-phone service. “The 
evidence on remote learn­
ing suggests that despite 
the best efforts of teach­
ers it doesn’t work for a 
large share of kids,” said 
Emily Oster, a Brown 
University economist who 
has studied the issue. She 
says America has sadly 
deprioritiaed children in a 
way that will do long-term 
damage.

Talking about the risks 
of opening schools, Kristof 
says there’s enough data in 
the US and abroad comparing 
areas that reopened schools 
versus those that kept them 
closed. The Centre for Dis­
ease Control and Prevention 
found that in-person learn­
ing in schools has not been 
associated with substantial 
community transmission. 
Adding to this, the British 
Medical Journal in an edito­
rial said, “Closing schools 
is not evidence- based and 
harms children.”

A Tulane University study 
also found that in most of 
the United States, school 
openings do not tncrease 
coronavirus hospitalization. 
And teachers don’t seem at 
greater risk than people in 
other occupations.

It would be prudent there­
fore to take a call on school/ 
college closure after due 
diligence and much thought 
on the issue rather than out 
of panic reaction because one 
or two kids tested Covid posi­
tive. Let’s remember that even 
Pandora’s box was opened at 
tipping point. Let’s hope that 
intellectual sanity defeats 
political short-term agenda. 
And last but not least, let’s 
remember what Joseph Nye 
said, “Education is that soft 
power we can gift our young 
people to take on the world.”

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

Hands-off 
policy needed

Editor,
Why are the military and 

para-military personnel al­
ways stirring up the hornet's 
nest in Meghalaya? I stayed 
in Assam for almost two 
years and I've never seen or 
heard the military personnel 
creating any commotion or 
unnecessary trouble for the 
local people. In Arunachal 
Pradesh, the military person­
nel are the people's knights 
in shining armour. In both 
states there is mutual respect 
and understanding between 
the army personnel and the 
local people. In Meghalaya 
on the other hand, the mili­
tary and para military person­
nel continue to be a thorn in 
the flesh of the local people 
from time to time. Why this 
differential behaviour? We 
want the military personnel 
in our state but we also want 
them to treat the local people 
with respect.

Yours etc., 
Gary Marbaniang, 

Via email

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

What ails 
MCCL
By C.F. Lyngdoh

In the last few months, 
serious questions were raised 
by the State Government 
about how to revive the op­
erations of MCCL in order to 
bring the organisation back 
into a healthy and profitable 
unit for the economic benefit 
of the areas surrounding the 
cement plant and for the 
state in general. The options 
before the government as it 
appeared from the newspa­
pers are three in number: -

i. That the state govern­
ment would continue to run 
the unit

ii. To enter into a joint 
venture with a reliable ce­
ment manufacturing com­
pany and

iii. To privatise MCCL 
completely.

But what actually caused 
MCCL, a reputed unit of 
the state started in 1966 to 
turn into a sick unit at the 
turn of the century? The 
answer is ‘Human failure’ 
at all levels right from the 
top management, down to 
the lowest categories of 
employees. It is in the writ­
ten records of MCCL that 
way back in 1974 (after

the old wet processing tech­
nology like cement plants 
everywhere till the new dry 
processing technology was 
introduced in the last three 
decades of the 20th century 
gradually replacing the old 
wet processing in India as 
well, mainly to save fuel 
consumption, the vital fac­
tor for profitability. The 
manpower of MCCL has a 
long experience in running a 
wet processing plant but did 
not have the experience to 
run a dry cement plant; that 
is why the performance of 
MCCL went down horribly 
in recent years.

At the initial stage of 
MCCL (in 1966) the MCCL 
management under (L) PH 
Trivedi (IAS) and (L) MD 
Rapthap IAS engaged ACC 
(Associated Cement Com­
pany) as. consultants. Sub­
sequently, most of the key 
technical posts were filled up 
with personnel experienced 
in ACC Cement plants and 
nobody complained about 
their appointment because 
the local people understood 
the necessity thereof. Gradu­
ally the local engineers,’

Meghalaya attained State­
hood) even the Minister of 
Industry (L) S.D.D Nichols 
Roy and eminent Direc­
tors like SL Khosla IAS, R. 
Natarajan IAS, (L) Herbert 
Suchiang LA & AS among 
other bureaucrats took time 

, to visit Mawnluh Sohra -  as , 
'Members *of the Board trf ! 
, Directors every month to 
attend the monthly coordina­
tion committees of MCCL in 
connection with die comple­
tion and commissioning of 
the expansion project of the 
cement plant. Earlier to this, 
eminent politicians like (L) 
Maham Singh took time off 
as the then MLA of Sohra 
to hold meetings between 
MCCL and the Laitryngew

technicians and up to the 
lowest categories of workers 
picked up die skills and ob­
tained adequate experience 
and were able to take over 
the posts as they fell vacant. 
MCCL then also sent several 
of its personnel including 
Assistant Engineers.ChesotJ: 
ists etc for,training, in,the,, 
ACC plants expecting them 
to become fit enough to take 
over charge when the time 
came.

Even with no assurance 
from any of the stakehold­
ers, the MCCL management 
can run the plant. There is a 
cement plant in Changsari, 
Assam which runs on lime­
stone from Mawlong, Sheila 
and other areas and it is quite

At the initial stage of MCCL (in 1966) the 
MCCL management under (L) PH Trivedi 
(IAS) and (L) MD Rapthap IAS engaged 
ACC (Associated Cement Company) as 

consultants. Subsequently, most o f the key 
technical posts were filled up with 

personnel experienced in ACC Cement 
plants and nobody complained about their 

appointment because the local people 
understood the necessity thereof

coal suppliers to sort out 
the problems of coal sup­
ply. Does the MCCL Board 
continue to hold such coor­
dination meetings? Or is the 
MLA of Sohra trying to find 
a solution to the problem? 
We are not aware of such 
developments. While we 
cannot expect the Minister of 
Industries or the bureaucrats 
to go to the site every month 
in view of their multifarious 
responsibilities but surely, 
the Minister of Industries 
the Chairman of MCCL 
and the MD of MCCL are 
duty bound to take a prompt 
decision to revive MCCL 
after thorough discussions 
with the stake holders -  
The Sohra Syiemship, the 
Mawmluh Durbar and the 
workers’ union.

The MCCL cement plant 
is located within the jurisdic­
tion of Sohra Syiemship. 
The new dry process ce­
ment plant has been running 
for hardly ten years at an 
average of 20 percent of in­
stalled capacity i.e. very low 
utilisation which means it is 
almost like a new cement 
plant except for the effects of 
adverse weather conditions 
of the place. Under able and 
experienced hands it would 
take only a few months to 
bring back the plant into nor­
mal productive condition.

MCCL had been using

profitable. So, the MCCL 
plant can also function effec­
tively and profitably by tak­
ing supplies of raw material 
from sources like Mawlong, 
Sheila etc.

The true picture of 
MCCL clearly indicates 
that the first option i.e., for 
the State Government to 
manage exclusively with the 
existing manpower, would 
be futile even by appointing 
a few experienced personnel 
from outside.

The third option -  to 
privatise the entire manage­
ment and operations at the 
works would create several 
problems which will ham­
per the smooth working of 
MCCL.However, the sec­
ond option -  to have a joint 
venture with some reliable 
cement companies appears 
to be unavoidable for the 
revival of MCCL opera­
tions and performance. The 
people want to see positive 
and quick action and not to 
have to wait till the monsoon 
sets in, which will hamper 
all sincere efforts to re­
commission the units which 
have been lying idle since 
the beginning of the pan­
demic in March 2020. What 
decision shall be taken by the 
State Government is what 
the public want to see.

Email: cflyngdoh@  
gmail.com
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GHADC results, lessons
THE people of Garo Hills have voted wisely for 
the next set of councilors to the Autonomous 
District Council. It was a vote for change. New 
faces have been elected and old ones thrown out. 
Many sitting MDCs including the former CEM 
and Chairman were voted out. The best way to 
get rid of corruption and poor governance is to 
dislodge the corrupt and vote in younger coun­
cilors in the hope that they will bring in much 
needed change. As voters it is easy to become 
cynical considering how politicians have repeat­
edly let down their voters but cynicism bears no 
fruit. In a democracy the citizenry has to engage 
more proactively in creating awareness among 
the masses and influencing them to vote for a 
larger purpose and not because the candidate 
pays a one-time fee for voting for him/her. This 
has virtually debased the tenets of democracy as 
was envisaged by the Indian Constitution.

The long term impacts o f people taking mon­
ey to vote a particular candidate are visible in 
Meghalaya today. Pot-holed roads and bridges 
that take long years to complete have become 
the lot o f those who have elected candidates 
that relied on money power to win their seats. 
That any candidate could even consider voters 
to be purchasable items shows that he/she has 
scant regard for democracy and the sanctity of 
the voting process.

The BJP, a national party has made inroads 
into the Council winning two seats -  one the 
prestigious Tura seat from where the present 
Chief Minister was elected in 2018 and another 
from Dalu. The BJP had put up 21 candidates 
which is akin to casting a net into the sea and 
expecting to rake in whatever is possible. That 
they were able to put up 21 candidates is some 
achievement considering that one of the oldest 
regional parties - the UDP could put up candi­
dates only in 15 constituencies without winning 
a single seat. Whether the GHADC polls are an 
indication of things to come is difficult to predict 
but the Chief Minister has been put on notice 
and cannot take things for granted. Tura might 
no longer be his pocket-borough and if  Bernard 
Marak performs well as a Councillor he could 
well carry the trophy in 2023. Politics after all 
is the classic game of thrones -  of seating and 
unseating personalities. What will be of interest 
is who will lead the GHADC this time and in 
which direction.

l e t t e r s  to tilt'  I . d i t o r

GHADC: 
Lessons learnt 

for UDP?
Editor,
After a high-intensity 

showdown at the GHADC 
elections, the UDP came out 
with empty hands despite 
being complacent enough 
to announce that they would 
claim stake alongside the 
NPP. Many learned com­
mentators view this election 
as an indicator of the 2023 
state elections of Meghalaya. 
That being said, things look 
quite grim for the UDP at 
the outset.

With stalwarts like Bindo 
Lanong taking the backseat 
after strong years in politics, 
the current leadership has not 
gone beyond radical region­
alism and empty rhetoric to 
fulfil their publicity needs. 
Jemino Mawthoh has been 
shown the door on two oc­
casions, in 2018 and 2019, 
and despite that continues to 
hammer on irrelevant issues 
for the public, leave apart 
his unfounded confidence on 
his political presence. Paul 
Lyngdoh stays deeply buried 
in the KHADC, peeping out 
in the media once in a while 
to make controversial state­
ments.

If the UDP wants to avoid 
a GHADC like scenario for 
the 2023 Assembly elec­
tions, it needs to come down 
to community engagement 
and understanding the needs 
of people. Making com­
ments from armchairs atop 
ivory towers, and holding a 
misguided empathy, does no 
good in the politics of today. 
In the current scenario the

Crash plan for increasing indigenous production the need of the hour

Dl planned vaccination programme 
stumbles amidst shortages

party can at best remain a 
coalition party, if not with 
reduced seats.

What the party needs 
at this point is to rethink 
strategies and make their 
prime focus of regionalism 
more substantive. The region 
has issues no doubt, but the 
party must deploy construc­
tive narratives to talk about 
solution-oriented political 
goals. Using money power 
can go only a certain dis­
tance to capture a section of 
voters. But informed voters 
will always make decisions 
based on their assessment of 
impact, and hollow rhetoric 
is surely not amongst them.

Yours etc., 
Patrick Kurbah 

Via email

Veiled threat 
by UDP 

unwarranted
Editor,
The letter to the edi­

tor written by senior UDP 
member BM Lanong (ST 
April 15, 2021) reeks of a 
petty and intolerant mindset 
that threatens legal action 
against anyone who ‘dares’ 
to criticise the Party. If the 
UDP is so hyper-sensitive 
to criticism then it should 
quit politics and become an 
arm-twisting pressure group. 
The public has every right to 
criticise every political party. 
That is a democratic right 
guaranteed by the Indian 
Constitution. BM Lanong 
believes that since he is a 
lawyer, he also knows the 
law better than ordinary 
citizens. Sorry but we can 
all read and understand the

The second wave of 
COVID-19 pandemic situ­
ations across the country is 
becoming alarming. With 
nearly 1.52 lakh new cases 
being reported daily (as on 
April 10) and the death toll 
mounting, the health situ­
ation takes a turn for the 
worse. Amidst the deadly 
chaos, various states report 
vaccine shortages and people 
being sent home from the 
vaccination centres. With a 
spike in infections people 
have started thronging vacci­
nation centres as the demand 
has suddenly soared.

The two vaccine produc­
ers, Serum Institute (Pune) 
and Bharat Biotech (Hydera­
bad) are struggling to meet 
the demand-. This clearly 
shows the failure of the gov­
ernment in planning properly. 
Ironically Centre seems to be 
in total denial about vaccine 
shortages in the country, and 
is blaming the states for mis­
managing available stocks. 
Realizing the severity of 
fast spreading pandemic and 
mounting death toll during 
the last one week, the govern­
ment has finally approved the 
SPUTNIK V COVID vaccine 
from Russia to supplement 
the doses and fight short­
ages. It should have been 
approved in January when 
Russian government was 
ready to negotiate at much 
lower prices.

Sequencing o f SARS 
COVID.2 virus samples 
collected from patients re­
vealed that presently four 
new strains are in circulation 
among the population- South 
African (B. 1.351), Brazilian 
(P. 1), UK and double mutated 
(E4 84Q and L452R) Indian 
mutation. Spike Genes on the 
surface of the S ARs COVID 
viral surface change their 
behaviour and increasingly 
become aggressive while 
attacking the human body 
cells.

Acconfcng.to D$ Rakesh 
Mishra, Director, Hyderabad 
based CCMB says nearly 20 
percent of patients in Maha­
rashtra are infected by double 
mutated Indian strain. Just 
in a week’s time number of 
cases have doubled and by 
April 15, they are to reach 
as high as 1.8 Lakh cases. 
However the second wave 
of pandemic is caused by 
the last year’s same COVID
2 strain only. Dr Rahul Pan­
dit, member, Task Force, 
Maharashtra attributes rapid 
rise to Indian double mutants 
(up to nearly 60 percent)is 
alarming in the second wave 
of infection mainly the result

Constitution from which the 
laws of this country flow. 
Of course the UDP is hypo­
critical when it demanded 
that the MDA Government 
of which it is a part to take 
away the Home Department 
from James Sangma of the 
NPP and give it to their 
MLA, Lahkmen Rymbui. 
Has anything changed in the 
Home Department? Have 
the number of coal trucks 
not increased even though 
coal is still illegally mined 
and transported? In fact 
truck owners allege that the 
amount they pay today to 
get clearance for their coal 
trucks to move is higher.

Now the UDP want James 
Sangma to be removed from 
the Power Department just 
because of the electricity 
regulations. Wasn’t UDP part 
of the earlier Congress Gov­
ernments too that allowed 
the MeECL to sink into the 
morass of corruption and 
incompetence? Have they 
ever said anything against 
the Power Minister, Mukul 
Sangma? So why only now? 
Is that not blatant hypocrisy? 
Why feel ashamed when you 
are being called hypocrites? 
It will be interesting to see 
if BM Lanong takes Al­
bert Thymiang to Court for 
speaking his mind. Instead of 
appreciating Thymiang for 
having the courage to call a 
spade a spade Lanong is try­
ing to intimidate him. This is 
not acceptable. All of us who 
believe in freedom of speech 
and expression should stand 
with Albert Thymiang for he 
speaks for all of us.

Yours etc., 
D Langstieh,

Shillong -3

By Dr. Somu

of negligence and flaunting 
recommended COVID disci­
pline in public places.

The fact is the total pro­
duction capacity of the manu­
facturers of Covishield and 
Covaxin, is nearly 24 lakh 
vaccines a day. The current 
demand is 37 lakh vaccines 
a day. Daily shortage is al­
ready huge touching 15 to
20 lakh vaccines a day, gov­
ernment failed to anticipate 
higher vaccination demand 
with starting the 45-plus age 
group. This will become more 
acute in the weeks to come as 
production capacity increase 
will take time. To break the 
infection chain at least 70 
percent of the population 
must be vaccinated. Till the 
second week of April only 
eight and half crore popula­
tion is vaccinated during the 
last two months. At this slow 
pace it might take nearly one 
and half years to reach the set 
goal to vaccinate and reach 
herd immunity. This may dim 
the coming days precarious 
with subsequent waves of 
pandemic emerging occa­
sionally with the appearance 
of new mutant strains. In the 
face of these critical times, 
the government appears to 
be complacent and in a denial 
mode refuting serious vaccine 
shortages.

Instead of acting fast to 
speed up production of doses, 
Union ministers have started 
blaming the non- BJP ruled 
state governments for mis­
management of stocks. Even 
the health ministry refuses 
to share information on the 
rollout process of COVID- 
19vaccines.

In the recent virtual online 
meeting, chief ministers of 
some states complained about 
a serious shortage of vaccines 
in several districts across the 
nation and they are forced

party leaders, especially the 
Prime Minister and Amit 
Shah, preach to people and 
what they practice. Despite 
the loud talk of Covid be­
havioural discipline, both 
prime minister and home 
minister addressed more than 
35 election rallies during the 
ongoing state elections, with 
neither wearing masks, nor 
maintaining physical dis­
tance. Added to this neither 
election commission nor 
home ministry took note 
of prolonged election cam­
paign, especially spanning 
six weeks of eight phased 
polling in West Bengal nor 
the Kumbh mela, cricket 
matches, opening up of bars 
and cinema halls despite the 
Covid threat looming large. 
Instead, the prime minister 
became so complacent that 
he never acknowledged the 
fast rising death rate. With 
decline of cases in Janu­
ary this year and boasting 
India’s victory over COVID 
as a great accomplishment, 
he kept stressing on it to 
the entire world. Ultimately 
people got the message and 
started emulating the political 
leaders. Thus, the negligent 
attitude became public and 
the neglect of Covid cautions 
resulted in an alarming sec­
ond wave of infection.

2021-22 budget made tall 
claims of unprecedented 137 
percent hike in allocations 
for the health sector when in 
actual terms the budgetary 
provision for 2021-22 for 
the Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare shows a 
9.6 percent decrease over the 
actual expenditure incurred 
in 2020-21.Seeing the re­
surgence of second wave of 
infection in Spain, Germany, 
France and U.K our govern­
ment should have invested on

a vast majority of infected 
patients are in the age group 
of 18 to 45 .Incidentally this 
age group belongs to the earn­
ing sections, toiling to live 
and sustain the dependents. 
They constitute nearly 75 
percent of the population in 
India. Being young they do 
not exhibit symptoms and 
act as active vectors to spread 
the infection. So as to break 
the chain and attain herd im­
munity, the present vaccina­
tion drive must be extended 
immediately to the younger 
working masses.

The present government is 
very slow in anticipating the 
need for capacity expansion 
to deal with a second surge 
of infections, which would 
require a much higher level 
of vaccination. The prob­
lem turned acute as a group 
of bureaucrats at the PMO 
have been put in charge of 
decision-making on produc­
tion and distribution capac­
ity across the country. It is 
also a fact that all the Union 
ministers (honourable health 
minister rarely speaks while 
all other ministers interfere) 
for the last four months have 
been actively engaged in elec­
tioneering in different states.

Presently, Serum Institute 
shoulders nearly90 percent 
of the vaccine supply and the 
rest by Bharat Biotech. There 
is an urgent need to speed up 
production of both the vac­
cine products. The produc­
ers should be provided with 
special grants and other tax 
benefits to expand production 
capacity for increased supply 
of doses. Government should 
immediately negotiate and 
import other vaccines from 
Russia(Sputnik), Pfizer, Mod- 
ema and Johnson &Johnson.

Time is running out, keep 
aside boasting about vac­
cine nationalism, vaccine 
diplomacy. Nothing is more 
important than averting a 
huge humanitarian disasterstrengthening health care in 

to close vaccination centres,* frastructure. Ironically not an> and saving the lives of feM<*w 
temporarily. Ironically ignor- single rupee was allocated in Indians. The Serum Institute

the Union budget for increas­
ing hospital beds, ICU wards 
equipped with ventilators and 
oxygen supply, improvement 
of facilities in rural primary 
health centres. In the words 
of a renowned child spe­
cialist, the biggest lessons 
to learn from the pandemic 
raging in India is to create 
a robust healthcare system.
Bold healthcare reforms have 
to be introduced as cosmetic 
changes will not help. There 
has to be a sustained cam­
paign to deliver healthcare to 
rural India, he observed.

As the recent data shows

ing the looming shortages, 
prime minister blamed the 
states for mismanagement of 
vaccine stocks and uiged the 
public to strictly adhere to 
COVID discipline. He even 
tried to give it a joyous colour 
calling it “festival of vaccina­
tions” rather than focusing 
on how fast the production 
of vaccines by the Serum 
Institute of India and Bharat 
Biotech can be scaled up from 
present levels to meet the 
existing gap between supply 
and demand in districts.

There is a huge gap be­
tween the words our ruling

has the capacity to produce'60 
million doses a month and its 
promoter, Adar Poonawala, 
has been seeking bridge fi­
nance from the government to 
enhance capacity to produce 
100 million doses to meet the 
growing demand. At present, 
the Serum Institute cannot 
meet even its current export 
commitment of over 60 mil­
lion doses.

Prime minister should im­
mediately invite a meeting of 
all political parties, scientists, 
doctors and discuss ways to 
come out of the Pandemic 
crisis. (IPA Service)

Kudos to 
CMD, MeECL.

Editor,
MeECL is really for­

tunate to have the young 
and dynamic CMD Sri AK 
Kembhavi. Such proactive 
Chairperson shall be able 
to work against odds to 
bring accountability that is 
conspicuously missing in all 
the tribal dominated states 
in NE. The. Shillong Times 
has done a great job in keep­
ing an upright person float­
ing; otherwise the pressure 
groups would, as usual, be 
successful in drowning him 
by painting him as a corrupt 
and inept officer in the eyes 
of the public.

However, while explain­
ing the apparent irregulari­
ties, like SMART Energy 
meter procurement, I expect­
ed transparency by resorting 
to technical & commercial 
grounds in justifying the 
purchase, rather than citing 
the example of militancy 
infested Manipur where 
cut-money is required. I 
am curious to know as to 
who will ultimately bear the 
huge expenditure in install­
ing SMART energy meters 
that will surely eliminate 
pilferage of energy, thus 
bringing down the tariff of 
electricity substantially, to 
the advantage of genuine 
consumers.

I also expect that ex­
penditures on purchase of 
materials and award of con­
tracts are incurred with due 
diligence, based on neces­
sity and techno-economic 
viability for achieving the

set targets. After all, there 
is no room for lavish expen­
diture.

Yours etc., 
Nikhil Roy, 

Guwahati -1.

MeECL and 
the cycle of 

denial
Editor,'
The public has now be­

come very much aware of 
the seemingly bottomless pit 
of scams that have recently 
come to the fore at MeECL. 
Corruption, it is now clearer 
than ever, will destroy this 
state. This lack of electrical 
power supply is surely not 
a new thing and for sure 
the origins lie with earlier 
governments as well, that 
is clear. Mukul and his INC 
cannot go acting like angels 
suffering from amnesia. This 
problem did not simply come 
out of nowhere but took 
years and years of abuse and 
corruption. The end result is 
that we have finally reached 
a stage where we have been 
left totally and completely in 
the cold dark. But we hope 
that this lack of electricity 
highlights our lack of Politi­
cal Power as well. It seems to 
have riled up a lot of feathers 
within the organization and 
is as gripping as any crime 
thriller! We sincerely hope 
that we can hear more and 
more of the graft and theft 
that has been committed and 
that sooner or later we can 
actually charge-sheet some 
of these crooks as well.

James Sangma, must step 
down as Power Minister and

there must be an independent 
external inquiry into the 
Corporation and the Power 
department in general. A 
decent man would acknowl­
edge his mistakes and re­
sign. James Sangma cannot 
simply blame everything on 
the Congress mismanage­
ment of the past! Does he 
honestly consider the recent 
Saubhagya Scheme scam 
a minor matter? This has 
happened right under his 
very nose. Any denial of 
responsibility is equivalent 
to hubris and we must as a 
community strive to see the 
eventual downfall that comes 
with such arrogance! James 
Sangma might be content 
to blame the demons of the 
past but the inexplicable and 
unjustifiable cost escalations 
in favour of firms, Satnam 
Global Infra and Onycon En­
terprises, happened under his 
watch. This paper and others 
have reported this in numer­
ous editions. This pricey 
misadventure has cost the 
state crores in unnecessary 
expenditure during its most 
difficult time, right during a 
pandemic. Our people are 
struggling even to make a 
meagre income while this 
unkind government plays 
a cruel joke on them by 
spending crores pointlessly! 
Channel this money into 
healthcare, into schools and 
in to  job creation. Stop wast­
ing money and stop wasting 
everyone’s time, MDA!

Yours etc., 
Avner Pariat, 

Spokesperson, New Dawn, 
Via email

Holy Dip vs Namaz

Different rules 
on faith!

B y ln s a f

Round The States

I t’s an appalling di­
chotomy. On the one hand, 
there is a sea of humanity 
at the ghats of the Ganga 
in Haridwar, Uttarakhand, 
at the Maha Kumbh Mela 
and on the other a total of 
only 50 persons are allowed 
to offer prayers five times a 
day at Delhi’s Nizamuddin 
Markaz mosque with social 
distancing norms! The latter 
though should be seen as a 
saving grace for if the Centre 
had its way, no gathering 
should have been permit­
ted ‘as religious congrega­
tions stand prohibited by the 
Delhi Disaster Management 
Authority in the Capital’. 
The Centre’s affidavit in the 
Delhi High Court dealing 
with Waqf Board’s petition 
for allowing Namaz, did 
get the judge to frown who 
said: “there is no clear stand 
has been taken whether any 
religious or 
festival-relat- 
ed gatherings 
or congrega­
tions are per­
mitted at other religious 
places like temples, church­
es, mosques.” Precisely, so 
why the discrimination? The 
Uttarakhand government has 
made the Kumbh mela an 
exception, when Covid cases 
across the country are ris­
ing. Over 14 lakh devotees 
so far turned up at the ghats 
and it takes solace that there 
is a footfall in the numbers 
--way behind the 1.6 crore 
registered in 2010 Kumbh. 
It ’s* a matter of faith which is 
bigger than anything else’, is 
its reasoning, which should 
apply to the month of Ra­
madan too.

What takes the cake is 
when Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Tirath Singh Rawat 
seeks to silence critics saying 
don’t compare the Kumbh 
Mela with the Nizamuddin 
Markaz.“which was heWJn 
a c ls ra  space and attended 
even by foreigners.” The 
Kumbh is being held in the 
open on the sprawling ghats 
of the Ganga, with SOPs in 
place,, which of course is 
hogwash. A pertinent ques­
tion would be then why are 
States scrambling and im­
posing curfew? People can 
congregate out in the open. 
Here too does the justifica­
tion that ‘people’s health is 
a priority but matters of faith 
cannot be totally ignored’, 
hold good? There is a need 
for debate: is the Hindu 
faith different from that of 
the Muslims? In the Delhi 
High Court, when Solicitor 
General of India stated ‘all 
religious gatherings have 
been banned’, the counsel 
for Waqf Board countered 
saying he could submit pho- 
tographs of Karol Bagh 
Hanumah Mandir to show 
a long queue and absence 
of social distancing. In fact, 
photograph of the Kumbh 
would more than suffice. The 
regret that Centre’s rules are 
applicable for only Muslims, 
is not off the mark. Will New 
Delhi make amends? People 
would like to believe Mera 
Bharat Mahaan!

N1A Gets Hard Rap
The National Investiga­

tion Agency (NIA) would do 
well to think of the adage, 
‘once bitten twice shy.’ More 
so, following a terse lesson 
on usage of UAPA by a two- 
judge bench of Guwahati 
High Court on Wednesday 
last. Upholding the bail or­
der of a special NLA court 
to activist Akhil Gogoi in 
October last year, the court 
ruled: while even provoca­
tive speech may come un­
der UAPA ambit, it’s only 
punishable if it’s done with 
the intention of a “terrorist 
act” aimed at disturbing the 
country’s “unity, integrity, 
security and sovereignty” 
and in this case there was no 
ground to hold him “prima 
facie guilty of committing a 
terrorist act.” The case dates 
back to December 2019, 
after NIA hurriedly took 
over the case from Chabua 
police station, accusing him 
of leading a crowd of 600- 
odd people during anti-CAA 
protests, which caused ‘eco­
nomic blockade’, ‘pelting 
of stones’ and murder of a 
‘police personnel on duty.’

The materials along with the 
,chargesheet, noted the court, 
are ‘basically statements 
of witnesses recorded un­
der section 161 of Cr.P.C/*, 
which “obviously do not 
have any evidential value” 
While Gogoi, who floated 
a new party Raijor Dal, and 
contested from jail for the 
Sibsagar seat in these As-1 
sembly polls could heave Ti 
sigh of relief, his ordeal with 
NIA isn’t over, as the Central 
agency has him booked in 
another UAPA case. Will it 
give in now?
Gujarat’s Tainted Reality

Three cheers to the Gujai 
rat High Court. It has blown 
the lid off Rupani govern-' 
ment’s false claims on steps 
being taken to contain the 
covid spread. On Monday 
last, a division bench of 
Chief Justice Nath took 
many by surprise, pleasantly.

ItheardaPIL;
taken up sou , 
moto saying “ > 
the volume t ; 
of reports i& 

leading newspapers/new^ 
channels ‘are flooded with 
harrowing tales, unfortunate
and unimaginable difficult ' 
ties, unmanageable condt- '. 
tions of theinfrastructur^ ‘ 
the shortfall and deficit of v 1 
not only testing, availability ' ■ 
of beds, ICU, but also sup- ‘ 
ply of Oxygen and thebasic < 
medicineslike Ramdesv- 
vir, etc, and these can’t t?e 
ignored.’Observing “People 
now think they are at God’ll ' 
mercy,” the AG was ticked 
off with: “situation is quite ]. ■ 
different than what you aifc ‘ j 
claiming. You are saying 
that everything is alright , | 
But, the reality is contrary fg . ’ > 
that.” Specifics were reeled Jr, | 
out: it now takes almost fi^e , 
days for a person to get R>  ̂‘ 
PCR test result; you didn’t r  ] 

testing fa^ljtii

no shortage of Remaesivii; (j 
everything is available wife t ;' 
you. We want results, not,, 
reasons.” A hard rap indeed: 
Not only is there a ‘trust (i 
deficit among people,’ but , /, 
Rupani would do well not to 
rely on the propaganda ma- * 
chinety, which did wonders, 
for Modi as Chief Minister. 
And remember Lincoln’s fa­
mous quote: You can fool all 
the people some of the time,; 
and some of the people all , 
the time, but you cannot fool - 
all the people all the time.

EC Didi’s Whipping Boy
The Election Commis* 

sion may well end up as 
TMC’s favourite whipping 
boy, if it is upstaged on its , 
turf. It’s a no holds barred 
for Chief Minister Mamata 
Baneijee and team. By now 
Nirvachan Sadan may have 
got used to oft-heard charge , 
of ‘unconstitutional’ deci*. 
sions but being nicknamed ,, 
‘Extremely Compromise# 
by Derek O'Brien in a tweet ' 
soon after Didi was barrel . 
from campaigning for 24 
hours should make it see red, - 
given that it has barred BJP. 
chief too from campaigning 
for same period. Adding 
insult to injury, firebrand 
colleague Mahua Moitfi . 
tweeted on Thursday last: ItfS ■> 
certainly criminal negligent 
bordering on manslaughter - 
on part of @ECISVEEP td 
mandate 8 phase electibn ■ 
in WB in middle of worst 
pandemic. Unbelievable that 
we are being put through , 
this. Infections, deaths ris­
ing everyday,’ after Didi 
requested the EC to consider 
holding remaining 3 phases • 
of polls in one go, “to pro­
tect people from exposure 
to Covid.” While the reason 
could be doubted given the . 
BJP is giving the TMC a 
run for its money, the EC is , 
in no mood to concede and * 
said‘There’s no such plan.’ . 
It has also signalled it won’t 
hesitate in banning events 
like rallies in case guidelines - 
aren’t followed. Luckily for 
it, Calcutta High Court top 
has stepped in and directed 
all guidelines as laid down < 
by EC and CEO are strictjy 
implemented in ‘letter aijd 
spirit and if necessary, with 
police aid.’ Who will have ■ 
the last laugh?
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Vectrax: Let us Beat the 
Mosquito Menace

Malaria remains a major health 
hazard in the developing 
world even today. Dengue 

has also seen multiple fatalities in 
many countries, including India. 
So Vectrax, a U .S.-India Science 
and Technology Endowment Fund- 
supported product, promising a cost- 
effective and sustainable solution to 
the problem is good news. Paromita 
Pain reports
Advances in science are often about 
challenging dominant paradigms. Ag- 
enor Mafra-Neto knows this well.

He is the chief executive officer of 
the California-based ISCA, an agricul­
tural biotech company that brings new, 
effective and inexpensive solutions to 
global agriculture.

His research has led to the creation of 
Vectrax, an eco-friendly and sustainable 
solution to fight the hazard of disease- 
bearing mosquitoes in both urban and 
rural settings.

“In the early 2000s, my brother and 
sister, who lived in large cities in Brazil, 
caught dengue,” says Mafra-Neto.

“How could they catch dengue in the 
middle of a city?

That got me thinking about how 
difficult it is to control the breeding of 
mosquitoes in urban areas.

’’Mosquitoes are vectors that may 
carry and transmit several harmful dis­
eases to humans and animals through 
their bites.

Mafra-Neto, who holds doctoral 
and postdoctoral degrees in entomol­
ogy/chemical ecology, started looking 
into the field of mosquito control and 
realised that there was “very little in­
novative thinking” when it came to 
chemical ecology.

“At that time, there was a dogma 
stating that female mosquitoes feed only 
on blood and males feed only on sweet 
excretions from plants,” he says.

Attract and kill
Intrigued, Mafra-Neto took a fresh 

look at what attracted mosquitoes in 
the first place.

“We saw that adult mosquitoes, both 
male and female, use plant nectar as fuel 
for their various activities,” he says.

“We started working on scents and 
different compounds that mimic odours 
of plants providing these nectar meals 
to mosquitoes.”

This research led Mafra-Neto’s team * 
to create Vectrax, a patented odour- 
based solution that mimics the scents 
of plants mosquitoes feed upon, attracts

and effectively eliminates the pests.
Recently, the project received 

funding from the U.S.-India Science 
and Technology Endowment Fund 
(USISTEF).

The fund supports research and 
development to generate public good, 
through the commercialisation of tech­
nology developed as part of sustained 
partnerships between U.S. and Indian 
researchers and entrepreneurs.

In association with the Telangana- 
based ATGC Biotech, Mafra-Neto was 
able to test the efficacy of Vectrax in 
Hyderabad.

M afra-Neto was introduced to 
Markandeya Gorantla, chairman and 
managing director of ATGC Biotech,

Eco-conscious a n d - 
sustainable

While developing the product, the 
team was very careful to ensure that 
using chemicals to modify the behaviour 
of insects did not affect other beneficial 
insects like bees.

“We wanted a product that could b^ 
sprayed as an ‘attract-and-kill’ applica- ■ 
tion, rather than only as an attractant 
for traps and other devices,” sayp 
Mafra-Neto. -■

Conventional pest control techniques 
usually use harsh chemicals that need to 
be sprayed on every inch of an area to 
ensure there are enough toxic surface's 
for the mosquitoes to land on and die. *

But this spraying is often uneven; 
leading to areas with unequal doses <rf 
toxic chemicals, which allows mosquito 
populations to build up resistance t(> 
pesticides.

However, Vectrax works differ­
ently.

“We create numerous point sources 
or hotspots in the area where Vectrax is 
applied, and this attracts mosquitoes to 
the point source where they encounter 
the right dose of pesticide that, thens 
kills them,” explains Gorantla.

“This means using significantly less 
insecticide per treated area.

Thus, the impact on the environment 
is very low.” He adds that the effect lasts 
over several months.

Tried and tested
Vectrax has already been field-tested 

for several years in Africa and'Sotsth 
America.' '

“Vectrax can be a game changer fof 
developing nations fighting disease^ 
such as malaria and dengue,” says M $ 
fra-Neto. It can be safely used in bout 
urban and agricultural areas.

As Gorantla emphasises, urban pest 
management is an important concern ill - 
India. Vectrax was used in the Golconttei 
Fort area, which was successful in r©< 
ducing about 70 percent of the mosquM 
numbers.

“India has very strict regulations 
concerning the use of insecticides, so 
we were allowed to use Vectrax in ’a 
limited area.

But if we were allowed to treat the 
whole area of the fort, we could have , 
reduced the mosquito menace even 
further,” says Gorantla. V*

With the aid of the USISTEF graft, 
ISCA will now be able to extensively 
test the product in Indian conditions** 

This, in turn, will help it m w t 
ons and register. 

the product in India.
ISCA’s plans involve working towatd . 

bringing more products like Vectrax to 
the market, scaling up manufactures 
and improving distribution. (SPAtfc 
TWF) *>’

...........................................-

From a Daughter to Mother: 
Here's Translating a Memoir

The E n g lish  re n d e rin g  o f  
"A m ader S h an tin ik e tan ", 
a charm ing m em oir by the 

late  H indi w rite r S hivani, tran s­
la ted  by her daughter Ira  Pande, 
w ill be re leased  u nder P enguin  
R andom  H ouse In d ia 's  V intage 
im p rin t nex t m onth .

T h is  t im e le s s  m em o ir w as

n ess o f  its  in m a te s , m any  o f  
whom w ent on to becom e iconic 
In d ian s .

S h iv an i's  re ca ll o f  her tim e 
th e re  t a k e s t h e  re a d e r  in to  a 
m ag ica l space th a t rem ains as 
in s p ira tio n a l as it  w as to  h er 
w hen she w ent there  all the way 
from  K um aon a life tim e ago.

w rit te n  by S h iv an i n e a rly  50 
years ago from  her persp ec tiv e  
as a ch ild  and young girl s tu d y ­
ing in S h an tin ike tan , the school 
set up by R ab ind rana th  Tagore. 
It is a lov ing  hom age to a grand 
in s t i tu t io n  and  its  leg e n d a ry
gurus. .

A long w ith  the m oving tr ib ­
utes she w rote when som e o f  her 
b e loved  co n tem p o raries  passed 
aw ay, the m em oir is a so rt o f 
d ip ty ch  th a t cap tu res the sp irit 
o f  the A shram  and the l iv e l i ­

"A m ader S hantin iketan" said 
Ira  Pande, "has alw ays been the 
favourite  o f  my m other's works. 
A part from  record ing  an im por­
tant part o f  the fashioning o f the 
B engal renaissance, the book is 
w ritten  from  the perspective o f 
a child .

It captures the innocence and 
the p ristine , pasto ra l w orld that 
Tagore created, and brings alive 
people in a way that only a child 
can portray  them ".

"T his book was born  to  be

transla ted  into E nglish now, at a 
tim e w hen tha t B engal and that 
life  has alm ost vanished.

Today, w hen I see the legacy 
o f  T agore b e in g  fo u g h t over,
I th in k  this w orld needs to be 
rem e m b ered , and  th is  sch o o l 
n eed s to  be p re se rv e d  in  our 
m em ories," she added.

E lizabe th  K uruv illa , E xecu­
tiv e  E d ito r, E bury P u b lish in g
& V in tag e , P e n g u in  R andom  
House Ind ia, said: "Shivani is 
a m asterfu l s to ry te lle r, and in  
'A m a d e r S h a n t in ik e ta n ',  she  
tran sp o rts  you to  the ca refree  
w orld o f  the childhood she spent 
at S hantin iketan .

W itty and filled  w ith  w arm th 
and laughter, th is is a ra re , in ­
tim ate view  o f life  in  Tagore's 
e x p e r im e n ta l  s c h o o l ,  w h ic h  
shaped the m ost creative m inds 
o f  the age.

These are sto ries tha t need to 
be read  by adults and ch ildren  
alike, o f  a school tha t allow ed 
its s tu d en ts  to  not ju s t  dream  
bu t a lso , im p o rtan tly , to  d ay ­
dream ."

M ilee A shw arya, P u b lish e r, 
Ebury P ub lish ing  and V intage, 
sa id  "A m ader S h an tin ik e ta n "  
tak es  the read er "on a tr ip  to 
h e r fo rm a tiv e  y e a rs  sp en t in 
S h an tin ik e tan  tha t had a huge 
in flu en ce  on h e r life  and her 
work.

This rem arkable m em oir w ith ' 
its  v i v i d  p o rtra y a l opens the 
w in d o w  to  a u n iq u e  w o rld , 
and the peop le  who inhab ited  
it g iv ing  us an insigh t into the 
in fluences and in sp ira tions b e ­
hind one o f  the forem ost Hindi 
w rite rs  o f  tw e n tie th ’ cen tu ry .
I am d elig h ted  th a t Ira  Pande 
has t ra n s la te d  th is  gem , and

brought it alive for m any m ore 
readers".

ther, Pandit H ariram  Pande, a 
close associate o f P andit M adan

G aura Pant 'Sh ivani' (1923 - 
2003) was among the forem ost 
H indi w riters o f her tim e.

Born in Rajkot, her childhood 
w as sp e n t in  v a r io u s  p lace s  
as her fa ther m oved from  one 
prince ly  state to another.

As a young ch ild , she was 
tu to red  by her scholar g randfa­

M ohan M alviya and one o f the 
founding faculty members of the 
B anaras H indu U niversity.

At the age o f 12, she was sent 
along w ith her two siblings to 
Shantin iketan , w here she spent 
nine m agical years.

T h ro u g h o u t h e r  l i f e ,  S h i­
vani lived by the teachings of

her gurus at the  A shram  and 
looked upon Bengal as her sect 
ond hom e. H er literary  output", 
w h ich  spans som e 40 w orksl 
bears the deep im print o f bo’tft 
Kum aon and Bengal.

B e s t k n o w n  fo r  h e r  s h o $  
s to rie s  and novels  and new&;, 
p ap e r co lu m n s, S h iv an i al£o 
w rote several travelogues andl^ 
three-part autobiography befoc? 
she passed  away. M ost o f  h e j 
novels  w ere se r ia liz e d  in  tlj^ 
popular m agazines o f  the tinfe 
and crea ted  a v ast readersh ip  
th a t was the envy o f  her con­
tem poraries. .

She was aw arded the Padnta 
Shri in 1979. .;

S tarting  as a lecturer in  Pan; ' 
jab  U niversity , Ira  Pande later 
sw itch ed  to  ed itin g  and ptih* 
lish in g , w orking  w ith  several 
p ro m in e n t E n g lis h - la n g u a g e  
publishing houses. Her last ed i­
torial stint was as ch ie f  editor <ff 
the India In ternational C entre 's ; 
Publication  D ivision. ::

In 2005, she w rote a m em oir; 
o f  her m other titled  "Diddi: My 
M o th e r 's  V o ice", d o c u m e n t­
ing  the  life  and tim es o f  her 
m other.

O ther transla tions follow ed, 
along w ith several edited v o l­
um es at the IIC.

She is now mainly a translator*, 
o f  H indi w riting  and is w ork ing’ 
on a few projects.

In 2011, she was aw arded the 
Sahitya A kadem i p rize for her 
transla tion  o f M anohar Shyam 
Joshi's "T 'ta P rofessor", w hich 
also won the C rossw ord T rans1 
lation  p rize in 2010.

She w rites a regular columft 
for the Tribune, published fronA 
Chandigarh. {IANS)
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Subodh Gupta: Making Art
the Personal

By Sukant D eepak

F rom  brass u tensils to sta in ­
le s s  s te e l  t i f f in s .  F rom  
cow  dung to buckets - in 

the w orld  o f  one o f  In d ia 's  best 
k n o w n  c o n te m p o ra ry  a r t i s t s ,  
Subodh G upta, the un iversa l de­
riv es from  the personal even as 
the past and fu tu re em erges as a 
tim e o f  bo th  hope and conflic t.

K now n fo r em p lo y in g  lo ca ­
lised  m etaphors in som e o f  h is 
b est know n w orks - s teel tiffin  
b o x e s , th a l is  an d  b ic y c le s .to  
re flec t upon the tran sfo rm atio n  
o f  the Ind ian  so c ia l landscape, 
an ex h ib itio n  o f  G u p ta ’s la test 
p a in tin g s , a long  w ith  those o f 
J ite sh  K a lla t, t i t le d  'C o n fab u ­
la tio n s: N ew  P a in tin g ' w as re ­
cen tly  he ld  at N a tu re  M orte in 
the cap ita l.

T a lk in g  ab o u t h is  fo u r .n e w  
p a in tin g s , a ll e n title d  'L one ly  
C ity ', th a t  s ta r te d  w ith  found  
p h o to g rap h s o f  the fires  in  the 
A m azon  ra in fo re s t  in  2020 , a 
dram atic  departure from  his ear­
lie r p a in tin g s , the a r tis t po in ts  
th a t  th e  p a n d e m ic , and  lo ck - 
dow n th a t fo llow ed  tau g h t us a 
g rea t deal abou t ou rse lves and 
how  we live  in  th is  w orld .

"S evera l th in g s are chang ing  
on the  p lan e t - c lim ate , b ehav­
io u r o f  sp ec ies  - and y e t we h u ­
m ans are alw ays in is a m ad rush 
to  acq u ire  and accum ulate .

In  m any w ays th is  pandem ic 
h as  in d eed  been  a 'p o rta l' from  
one w ay o f  ex is tin g  in to  ano th ­
er, an d  th a t 's  how  I  like to  th ink  
ab o u t th e  m ovem ent w ith in  my 
ow n w ork  too.

"W hen I s ta rted  m aking w ork 
w ith  s t a in l e s s  s t e e l ,  i t  w as 
very  m uch abou t the  econom ic 
change Ind ia  w as going through 
a t the  tim e and the d isappearing  
use  o f  s tee l am ong a p la s tic  fa ­
v o u rin g  the new  m idd le class.

So ch an g e  and  how  we r e ­
spond  to  it  has alw ays been  a

key them e in  my w ork.
As an a r tis t, I m ay p rac tice  

som eth ing  for a long period  o f 
tim e, but I also don 't w ant to get 
s tuck  in  it.

M y la n g u a g e  is  c o n s ta n tly  
evo lv ing  ju s t  the way the w orld 
around m e is, and th a t's  what. I 
respond  to ,"  he te lls  IANS.

A d d in g  th a t  th e  p e r io d  o f  
lockdow n w as im m ensely  p ro ­
ductive  fo r him , he elaborates, 
"It was a perio d  w hen as a h u ­
m an race we needed to pause and 
look  deep w ith in  ourselves.

A r t i s t s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  
so lo  crea tu res and love to  w ork 
in  is o la t io n . T he w o rld  w en t 
qu ie t."

P o in t to  the fact th a t w orks

by bo th  J itesh  K alla t and him  
w ere exh ib ited  to g eth er — w ith  
th e ir m uch d iffe ren t s ty les and 
p rocesses, and G upta says K al­
la t is a contem porary  and g ifted  
painter.

"A lso, the show was curated  
by P eter N agy, who is a pain ter 
h im self, so bo th  o f us w ere in 
good hands.

We have tw o d iffe ren t la n ­
g u a g e s  o f  c o u rs e , b u t th a t 's  
a go o d  th in g  o th e rw ise  w hat 
is the p o in t o f  hav ing  a show 
to g eth er?"  says the a r tis t who 
has show n at som e o f  the m ost 
im portan t b iennales across the 
w orld.

C urrently  w orking on five-six  
p ro jec ts  sim ultaneously - pain t-

ing, scu lp tu re and in sta lla tion , 
he says: "I w ork across m edi­
um s, and like th a t flex ib ility .'1

One o f  the  m ost expensive  
c o n te m p o ra ry  In d ia n  a r t is ts ,  
w hose w ork  'B an y an  T ree ', a 
life -s iz e  scu lp tu re  m ade from  
s ta in less s teel, is perm anently  
d isp layed  at the N ational G al­
le ry  o f  M o d e rn  A rt in  N ew  
D elh i, G urugram -based  G upta 
in s is ts  th a t  he n e v e r  th in k s  
ab o u t w ho is at top  and who 
is not.

"As an a r tis t ,  my jo b  is to 
m ake and be stim ulated  by new 
id eas. I know  to do only  one 
th ing  in  my life  and tha t is art.

It excites me and gives m ean­
ing to my life so that is why I 
-------------- i ---------------------------------------------

keep doing it."
In con tem porary  socia l and 

po litica l tim es, when artists are 
often asked about the po litics o f 
th e ir art, G upta m akes it clear 
that he does not m ake "p o liti­
cal art".

"But my art alw ays poses a 
g lobal question  - o f  food, how 
we eat, w hat ritu a ls  surround 
it, w hat ideas and objects sit at 
tables across the w orld. In some 
w ays th ese  q u e s tio n s  are the 
same across cultures."

For m e, to  ask  these  q u es­
tions is a way to build  aw are­
ness about how we live on th is 
p lanet,"  says the artist.

F o r so m eo n e  w ho b ro u g h t 
the w orld on the sam e tab le  by 
co o k in g  at A rt B ase l as p a r t 
o f  h is  p e rfo rm an ce  p iece , he 
sm iles.

" I 'v e  a lw ay s sa id  th a t i f  I 
w asn 't an a rtis t, I w ould be a 
chef. M aybe they are not d iffe r­
ent afte r all. I love cooking and 
it's  as sim ple as that."

"I'm  co n s tan tly  try in g  new  
recipes and read ing  about those 
who take an in terest in the topic. 
In fact the title  o f my A rt Basel 
p e rfo rm an ce  is from  C h arles  
M alam oud's book."

I was very taken by how he 
ta lk s  abou t the ph ilo sophy  o f  
Indian food and w anted to trans­
late that into a perform ance.

Perhaps my only reg ret was 
not being able to  feed the aver­
age person through that.

I hope to one day m ake it a 
public art project that is.not spe­
cific  to an art crow d," says the 
a rtis t who was born in K hagaul 
in B ihar.

As th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  v ee rs  
to w a rd s  th e  c u r re n t s ta te  o f  
art schools in Ind ia, G upta, a 
p ass -o u t from  C o llege o f  A rt 
and C raft in  P a tn a  says he is 
te rr ib ly  saddened  by the  fac t 
that no thing has changed in  the 
past 30 years.

Hi

"The younger generation has 
a lot o f  po ten tial, but in India, 
we see a serious lack o f  gov­
ernm ental support to art in stitu ­
tions. Some private players have 
sought to fill th is gap, such as 
the Shiv N adar school o f Art, 
but we need to see m any more 
o f them.

Perhaps even one that is in iti­
ated by artists them selves. I still 
rem em ber that I was not given 
even a single class o f art history 
in my six years o f art school.

T herefore, I am a great b e ­
lie v e r  in  s e lf - le a rn in g  a c tu ­
ally."

The artist, who did theatre for 
around five years feels that it 
has been instrum ental in shap­
ing him and he w ould even say 
th a t those years were h is real 
art school.

"I used to act, do set design, 
make posters, and ev en se ll tick ­
ets — so it was really  a versatile  
education.

"It gave me the love for pu t­
ting  on a show. That's where I 
p icked up th is idea o f  staging 
som ething for an audience."

W hen you take that to v isual 
art, you are your own m ost in ­
tim ate au d ien c e .1

Even today, the way I stage 
my in s ta lla tio n s , they  are big 
because they  are loud, alm ost 
scream ing - Look at me!

So re ta in in g  th a t p erfo rm a­
tive aspect o f  my tra in ing  has 
been critica l in  the way I make 
a r t now ," says G up ta  w ho is 
m arried  to m ajor contem porary 
artist, B harti Kher.

Through the decades that he 
has been m aking art, Gupta says 
that there is a language that has 
developed over tim e.

"Some th ings get sim pler and 
yet o thers get tougher. The idea 
is to keep looking for that same 
th ing over and over agaii^, the 
very th in  line betw een w hat is 
art and  not." (IANS) -
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‘Star-Gazing’ •

By PL Ajai Bhambl Sunday, APRIL 18,2021

Moon sadb Venus on your solar return chart and it is going to give wonderfid 
resuts. The number of your contacts is going to expand and you wR be getting 
opportunities to rise in your business/job. Your financial position wR be good and 
you wM also achieve your aim and objective on time. You wffl also have an 
incfcialion to do something new at every moment You wR abo be able to get your 
work done and wi remain in the spot Bght Additional sources of income wi be 
explored. There wffl be an inflow of money. You will also win support and 
confidence of your peers and superiors. Students will perform wen and get 
adntaion in couses/institutes of their choice.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

There w i be improvement in your financial condition And your 
business w l improve. You w i also undertake business related 
tips and get a chance to meet lot of new people. You win be 
happy and at ease. Your carefree attitude will win you new 
a&nirers. Jupiter oibit in your horoscope wit keep your health 

1 J P K  in Ihe best condition. You will also enjoy a wonderful love Me and 
V . your relations with partner/spouse is going to be great You wit

understand his/her feefngs and try to fulfil ta n . You win also 
get promoted In your job. The doors of fate are opened for you 
and you wR rise in your field of work. The lime is good; take 
advantage of it 

Tawus: (April 21 - May 21)
It is going to be a very favorable week for financial and love 
matters. You w i be in best position to take advantage of a very 
favorable time period. You win do tie  best of work now. And also r get Ihe desired success. You wil be satisfied to know that all your 
works are goiig acconing to your wish. Your financial position 

* V B V  is going to be strong and stable. Your bank balance w l add on. 
* i  You w i also take tours due to your jobbusiness purpose. You 

win also enjoy perfect understanding and bonding with your 
mate. He/she win be a source of inspiration and w if keep on 
guiding you. You could also get involved in a new romantic 
relationship. Some problem win be resolved with the help of a 
friend. Officials w i be happy vritti your work. This will increase 
your influence and prestige.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
Your Influence and prestige win grow. You win also recoBect 
some good memories. Your prestige is society will increase. And 

*  .  your deeds win bring lot of name and fame. You will have 
W  kindness and pity tor Ihe sick and needy. It is a very good time for 

financial gains. Some new guests wH arrive at your home and 
/ P l f V  w i keep you busy. Love birds wR have an amazing time. You wR 

touch new heights of achievements in your business. Students 
wR work hard and get desired results. You need to introspect 
and analyze yourself. It is time to become a bit vocal end express 
your feeltags. You need to bring about a change in your commu­
nication and behavior. It will help you in meeting challenges of 
life wed.

Ctnctn (Jum 22 - July 22)
It Is gorig to be a favorable week. Your physical health is going 
to be very good. You wR make good gains in your business. 
Your progress in jobtootk is going to be praise worthy. There 
are going to be no major financial worries. You w i try and keep 
your family away from at problems. You wffl also get blessings of 
your elders. You wR also keep a positive approach towards life. 
Your government related work wR get done. You will be able to 
get yoiff work done by running here and there business deals 
wR be successful. You will also attend a family function. There is 
possibility of works related to land, building etc. being com­
pleted.
August 23)

' Your well executed plans wffl bring in lot of money. Youi will have 
sudden gains. Your efforts wffl also bear fruits. You will meet 
people with the same thinking. You will also pay attention to 
sports and entertainnrient. You will work hard and make progress 
in business/job. At home, the atmosphere wffl be in your favor 
and your family members w* .look towards you for guidance. You 

J j  W  wR also enhance your knowledge. Some happy moments will 
come in your Re. You wffl be able to take everybody with you. 
Housewives and working women will pay attention to their 
families. You will top in some interview. There will be some 
enthusiastic activity in family life. You wffl be fun of vigour and 
energy. Pending matters will gather momentum. Relations with 
sfcings w i be perfect. Your opponents wi# try to dominate but 
not get success.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
„  Things are looking up again for you this week. A dispute that was

I g o i n g  on for long w i get resolved with the help of a third person.
It wR bring you tot of relief. Possibility of some journey with your 
family is there. You will be appreciated for your contribution in

Lao: (July 23 •

your society and work place. Your opponents will be active, but 
w ill not be able to face you. You w ill also fulfill your family 
responsibility well. The time is inyour favor. You will also recover 
your money that you gave to a third person as loan. Time wffl be 
spent on daily chores. But you wffl be more enthusiastic. You wR 
be able to make a separate identity for yourself on the basis of 
your talents. Officials will be influential by your style of working. 

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
You win have a desire to excel in your worW|ob, You will be 
successful in your efforts. You will also be able to make new 
contacts which w ill prove very profitable for you. A chance 
meeting with an influential person win open the doors of destiny 
for you. You win also plan a major expansion of your business. 
New transactions will provide strength to your .business. You 
might need the recommendation of someone to achieve your 
goals. You wiH also meet your family members with a lot of 
enthusiasm. Your opponents will keep an eye on you. You w i 
get success in matters related to heart. Your dreams will come 
true.

Scorpio:(October 24 • November 22)
The beginning of the week will start with money inflow. Your 
financial position will get better. You will also establish a good 
working relationship with your bosses. Your investments will 
fetch you good gains. Couples win have cordial relations. They 

sH b  will help each other. Initially you w ill have to make a lot of 
sacrifices in your career. There will be struggles too but later on 
you will get success. Everyone will take advice from you. You w i 
also have a feeling of dedication. Your spouse will have good 
bonding with you. You wffl be absorbed in yourself and be able 
to establish a coordination amongst things.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
It is a wonderful week. Your relations with closed ones will 
improve. You will also enjoy good food in a restaurant. You will 
also purchase a new property. It is time to leave some of your old 
ideas and bring new energy and thinking in your personality. 
You can also get ihterested in religious work. The time will be 
well spent in the company of your spouse/mate. There wffl be 
stability in money related matters. You will make good gains in 
business. Legal matters will be resolved with the mediation of 
someone. The middle of the week wffl be peaceful. Some new 
thoughts may come to you. You will also complete your work with 
sincerity.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
An exciting week is in store for you ahead. Due to influence of 
Mars on your Zodiac, you will show a lot of zeal and zest in your 
work. Your enthusiasm w ill be unmatched and you w ill do 
amazing things in your work. Your plans will be successful. You 
will also get money from multiple sources. You will get great 
speed or response in your work. At this time someone else may 
try to take credit for your work but you will not allow it to happen. 
Emotionally you will be strong. Hurdles will get removed and you 
will get success in studies. Dedication and commitment towards 
your goals will take you far.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
This week is a success granting week. You will make a very good 
start and keep getting success. Your efforts will be praise worthy. 
This will make you feel delighted. Your work planning will take 
you towards success. The time will fetch you great rewards. 
There will be an increase in your work potential. There is scope 
for promotion in job. You will also go for some investment and 

v  saving too. You will have a loving attitude towards your family
members. Even your spouse will support you a lot. Meeting with 
an important personality will be rewarding for you. You will finish 
work related to higher education and research and also chil­
dren related work.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
It is an extraordinary week for you. All your planned works will 
get completed. You will also make good gains in business. 
Government related work will get done. You could also get a 
promotion in your job. You will be busy in the fun events. The 
obstacles in the way to your success will get removed. You will 
also be lost in various plans and ideas. But you will be getting the 
opportunities to rise. You will also gain profits in your profession. 
You will also behave politely at your workplace. Lovebirds will 
have a wonderful time. Those who are single will get good 
marriage proposals. You will also meet a top personality. It will 
open the doors of progress for you. You will be lost in your world 
and thinking. But this is an ideal time to make the perfect more. 
We have to grab the opportunity when it matters most. Your 
children will make you feel happy with their performance.

Career option with 
Customers

Ranj an K Baruah

W e are still worried about 
COVID 19 and the pan­
demic. The cases have 

increased in many parts o f  the 
country.
Exams are either postponed or can­
celled by a few boards and we are 
uncertain about other exams. 
Students are still worried and it is a 
serious concern. In spite o f all that, 
we have to move ahead and keep 
planning for our career options. 
Log down may be strict or partial 
but we have to take precaution and 
protect ourselves and others from 
the pandemic.

Let us talk about an option which 
will continue even if  there is lock 
down.

For any business the most im­
portant word is customer or client. 
Whatever business we do, we need 
to have good customers to make 
more profit and increase the busi­
ness.

To become successful in business 
or in any commercial activities we 
need to have people who can man­
age customers and at the same time 
increase customers.

One of the career options related 
to this field is customer relationship 
management.

Customer relationship manage­
ment (CRM) is a model for manag­
ing a company’s interactions with 
current and future customers.

It involves using technology to 
organize, automate, and synchronize 
sales, marketing, customer service, 
and technical support.

It entails all aspects of interac­
tion that a company has with its 
customer, whether it is sales or 
service-related. Apart from working 
with existing customers it also deals 
with future potential customers.

CRM is most commonly used to 
describe a business-customer rela­
tionship; CRM systems are used in 
the same way to manage business 
contacts, clients, contract wins and 
sales leads.

Many organizations now use 
CRM software, a technology that

makes the customer - company in­
teraction swift and graceful.

The key elements to a successful 
Customer Relationship M anage­
ment plan are people, process and

S U P P O R T
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communication skills if  they want 
to choose this profession.

Apart from good communica­
tion skills, a positive attitude and 
effective interpersonal qualities are
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technology.
Customer Relationship Managers 

are very much essential in an organi­
zation to manage relationships with 
customers systematically, efficiently 
and profitably.

These people may be technical 
who can manage the system and 
at the same time sales profession­
als who can deal with the people 
directly.

CRM involves many designations 
and avenues like project engineer, 
consultants, technical consultant, 
functional consultant, manager, 
project leaders, sales professional, 
solutions developers etc.

The responsibility of these pro­
fessionals varies according to their 
position.

Graduates in any discipline can 
make a career in customer relation­
ship management.

Though there is no specific course 
for this but graduates with computer 
background or knowledge of com­
puters are always preferable.

There are courses like MBA in 
CRM. Some institutes offer Certifi­
cate, Advance Certificate, Diploma 
and PG Diploma programs in CRM 
through their regular and distance 
learning programs.Like other pro­
fessions, aspirants must have good

must for success in this area. They 
must have leadership qualities and 
also good personalities as they need 
to meet and face different kinds of 
customers or other clients.

We should not confuse the term 
with customer care executives or 
customer care directly.

There are links to all these but all 
are different and have different roles 
and responsibilities.

There are growing demands in 
this field as business is enhancing 
everywhere.

Big companies and corporations 
are looking for trained and qualified 
people for CRM.

Even during lock down we saw 
few businesses could make profit 
though most had challenges.

Customers are important for any 
company or even anyone who is into 
business. New startups also need 
good relationships with customers 
to excel in the field.

Though the scope is not tremen­
dous in North East at present but in 
future there would be demand for 
the same.

(Ranjan K  Baruah is a career 
mentor and skill trainer and can be 
reached at 8473943734 or bkran- 
jan@ gm ail.com  fo r  any further  
queries)

mailto:jan@gmail.com
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“D on’t waste your time with explanations: 
people only hear what they want to hear. ”  

— Paulo Coelho
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Congress still fighting fit
THE recently concluded GHADC elections have 
disappointed those in the ruling conglomerate -  
the NPP, UDP, BJP who believed they were go­
ing to sweep the polls. The people of Garo Hills 
chose to vote for individuals instead of Party. 
They elected those they felt deserved their trust. 
True that money power could not be completely 
defeated but it had to a certain extent when the 
people of Chokpot roughed up the former MDC 
who was also the former Deputy CEM of the 
outgoing Council for trying to bribe them with 
cash. The outgoing Council led by the NPP had 
indulged in blatant misdemeanours by allotting 
contracts to people close to the Party. These mis­
demeanours were brought to light by an RTI done 
by the BJP which is to the tune of Rs 100 crore. 
Projects that were allocated funds are all hanging 
fire even while the money has been disbursed. 
Employees of the GHADC numbering over 1700, 
were not paid salaries for over three years which 
is unprecedented. This saga of corruption has 
been widely discussed by the media and the BJP 
had made this the crux of their campaign in the 
run-up to the GHADC polls. Although the BJP 
and the UDP are both coalition partners in the 
present Government, they all fought on separate 
planks in the Council polls and hammered at each 
other. No pains were spared by the BJP to publicly 
speak about the scams in the Council and the need 
to clean up the ugly mess. No wonder the NPP 
distanced itself from the two elected BJP MDCs 
while forming the Executive Council on Saturday. 
The BJP thought that its support would be needed 
because the NPP would not have enough MDCs 
on its own. As it turns out the NPP got 11 seats 
and made up for the shortage by aligning with the 
3 Independent and one GNC MDC.

What’s interesting about the GHADC election 
is that it could be a foretaste of the 2023 state as­
sembly elections. Going by this calculation, the 
Congress has emerged as the single largest Party 
winning 12 out of 29 seats in the Council. What’s 
also of interest is the public statement by a senior 
minister of the present MDA Government that the 
Congress earrnot be written off. and that former

ftfiriisfefttnd CongifeSileaded Di^“Mtikul
r i s t e i n i n i  u o m . J . u l  iuj i tu,Sangma is still in the reckoning m the Garo Hills. 
The Congress is no stranger to the UDP. The two 
parties are past allies and have a working relation­
ship. In the 2018 assembly election, Congress 
had won 20 seats which are now reduced to 16 on 
account of resignation of one MLA and death of 
three others for which bye-elections to two seats 
are pending. In politics there are no permanent 
friends or enemies. And going by the public disil­
lusionment on the performance of the NPP-led 
MDA Government there is likelihood that there 
will be a vote for change in 2023. The UDP in its 
wisdom is keeping all options open.

i

The river is people’s
identity

There are two things that 
one must understand to be 
able to appreciate the reason 
behind the recent protest 
against the plan to construct 
a dam on the Wah Umngot. 
One must first understand the 
ancient and profound con­
nection that the community 
has with the rivers and the 
ecosystem. And the second 
is of the resurgence of this 
connection that people have 
with the rivers in the two ma­
jor towns of the Khasi Jafltia 
hills. Reader of the Shillong 
Times who follow the news 
in Khasi Jafltia region, would 
notice that there are people 
both in Shillong and Jowai 
who try to revive or protect 
the rivers in their respective 
areas.

The move to revive wah 
Umkhrah as it is the case in 
Shillong and the movement 
to protect the river Myntdu 
in Jowai is the sign of the 
resurgence of this ancient 
relation that the locals have 
with the ecosystem and the 
river in particular. Hence one 
will miss the most important 
point if one does not see the 
protest against the dam over 
the Wah Umngot in the light 
of these developments.

There are those who ques­
tion why Umngot is impor­
tant. A careful analysis would 
reveal that Wah Umngot 
is one of those rare rivers 
where one sees no human 
settlements on its banks ex­
cept at the end of the river 
before it flows to the plains of 
Bangladesh. From the place 
of its origin on the foothills 
of the Shillong peak till it 
reaches Shnongpdeng, the 
nearest village will be many 
kilometres away from the 
rivers. In other civilizations 
first human settlements were 
always found on the banks 
of the rivers, but in the case 
of Umngot it is not so. The 
reason people avoid settling 
on its bank is perhaps out of 
respect for the river.

Maybe 'Urnngot is like 
a maiden who is shy of hu­
mans and lives her own life 
and flows through the rough 
terrain to serve the people. 
This perhaps is the reason 
why the River remains clean 
and crystal clear till it reach­
es Dawki. Throughout the 
length and breadth of the 
River, it created beautiful 
canyons on both sides. Even 
the tributaries of the rivers 
which flow to Umngot from 
every direction are clean and 
clear which helps maintain 
the crystal clear condition of

By HHMohrmen

L e t t e r s  to  t h e  K d i t o r

Damming Our 
Future

Editor,
Umngot River, the clean­

est and the most beauti­
ful river in India is being 
converted to a Dam. To the 
Government these dams are 
a symbol of mega achieve­
ment but to the people who 
are displaced, these monsters 
mean emptiness of existence. 
The construction of this dam 
is not only against the people 
but also against the advice 
of ecologists, geologists 
and activists. Being a major 
tourist attraction, it is a major 
source of livelihood for the 
locals and it is also used to ir­
rigate agricultural land in the 
villages upstream. The plan 
of the Government is to build 
a hydro-electric dam by the 
MeECL (Meghalaya Energy 
Cooperation Limited) in one 
of the most important rivers. 
Yes it’ll will generate more 
electricity but there is no 
telling that the project will 
succeed. Building a dam 
increases the possibility of 
floods in the area, ruining 
the agricultural land and the 
people who depend on it.

Above all, this project 
would affect the biodiversity 
and ecosystems of the forest 
nearby and the local fisher­
ies will lose habitat. Being 
a major tourist spot and a 
source of irrigation, building 
a Ham would make the lives 
of the locals harder, the ef­
fect would be felt far away 
in Dawki where the risk of 
the dam drying up during the 
winters would cost a great 
problem to their livelihoods. 
We should not allow the 
Government to turn India’s

cleanest river to a catastro­
phe. So far the locals have 
been protesting successfully 
despite the pandemic, risking 
their lives. But the Govern­
ment seems to be paying no 
heed. Let’s not forget that the 
Government is for and by the 
people. And we as the people 
will continue to fight against 
this dreadful decision and 
together we will stop it.

Yours etc;
Lyzander.E.Sohkhlet, 

Via email

Rejoinder 
from AIBOC
Editor
Apropos to the editorial 

‘Bank holiday imbroglio’ (ST 
April 15,2021), I would like 
to clarify, certain points and 
bust some myths regarding 
Banks and Bank Holidays.

Point No. 1: The Govern­
ment of Meghalaya publishes 
a Holiday List every year. It 
comes in two parts Annexure 
I & II. Under Annexure I, in
2021, (No. GAA.88/2020/48 
dated 09.12.2021) apart from
23 General Holidays, there 
are 3 (maximum) Local Holi­
days which the Deputy Com­
missioner can declare within 
their respective jurisdictions, 
except for East Khasi Hills 
where the GAD (A) depart­
ment will declare the Local 
Holidays. Shad Suk Myn­
siem is one of the holidays 
listed in the Holiday List 
qualifying for declaration 
of Local Holiday. Again, as 
part of Annexure I, there 
is a provision of Special 
Holiday in 6 districts of 
Meghalaya for Rev. Thomas 
Jones Day on June 22, 2021. 
Then comes the list of 10

Restricted Holidays in ad­
dition to the above referred 
holidays under Annexure I, 
out of which employees can 
avail any 2. This would ef­
fectively mean that the State 
Government gets 23 General 
Holidays + 2 Local Holidays 
+1 Special Holiday + 2 Re­
stricted Holidays, totaling to 
28, and adding 52 Saturdays 
and 52 Sundays, it would 
stand at 132 days, i.e., 233 
working days for the State 
Government, (63.83% of a 
year). This is just for the sake 
of comparison, without any 
prejudice to the employees.

Point No. 2: Bank Holi­
days are declared separately 
by the GAD (A) department 
under Annexure II, under the 
NI act 1881. It may be kept 
in mind that being a separate 
Annexure altogether, Bank 
Holidays have no bearing on 
the provisions of Annexure I, 
especially regarding Special 
Holidays and Restricted Hol­
idays. In fact, the very state­
ment in the above referred 
Editorial that “For all other 
festivals the Banks under the 
Negotiable Instrument (NI) 
Act declares Restricted Holi­
days” is a myth, because (a) 
Banks cannot declare their 
own holidays and O3) the very 
concept of Restricted Holi­
days does not apply to Banks. 
As a logical corollary of this 
fact, the other statement in 
the Editorial that “Bank em­
ployees and others governed 
by the NI Act can avail two 
Restricted Holidays with the 
prior permission of their or­
ganization” is also factually 
incorrect. The “organisation” 
referred to in the Editorial, 
has no power to declare a 
holiday, not to speak about 
“prior permission”.

the river. This is perhaps why 
the famous Wah Umngot is 
unique in its own right and is 
special to the people.

Indigenous people around 
the world have their own 
understanding of nature and 
that which surrounds them. 
One of their very unique 
understanding is that plants 
and even rivers are sentient 
beings. They are not just 
beings but animate beings 
which they treat like their 
relatives. They have hun­
dreds of stories about these 
rivers in which they personify 
as humans. Even in the way 
they speak to or about the 
beings around them, they 
give them the same respect 
that they give to fellow hu­
man beings. For example 
unlike in English where the 
pronoun used when referring 
to beings other than human is 
‘it’, in Khasi Pnar language,' 
the same pronoun is used 
for both humans and other 
animate beings.

One can see the respect 
that the culture gives to other 
beings when they use the 
pronoun ‘u’ or he/him for 
male and ‘ka’ or her/she for 
female even for other animate 
beings. They do not consider 
them as lifeless so the pro­
noun ‘it’ is not used when 
referring to other sentient be­
ings. Not only is the sentient 
world treated equally but 
even rivers, hills, mountains 
and rocks too are referred 
to as living beings in the 
Khasi Pnar milieu. Myntdu 
and Kupli rivers were also 
worshipped as deities by the 
people.

What better example can 
best illustrate the profound 
connection that people have 
with their rivers than the song 
composed by Shemphanghun 
Mukhim from Mawdulop vil­
lage who is also a member of 
farmers on the banks of die 
River Umngot (ka kynhun 
nongrep harud wah Umngot). 
The song which was first used 
in the protest against the re­
cent proposed public hearing 
at Singkhnai, has become like 
a protest song of the people 
who live near Wah Umngot. 
The song also resonates both 
the ancient and the present 
bond that people have with 
the river.

It is a pity that the song is 
in Khasi, but then language 
is another important medium 
through which one can con-

Point No. 3: The Reserve 
Bank of India is a regulator 
of Banks and Banking and 
has no authority to declare 
any holidays, not even its 
own. Hence the suggestion 
to AIBOC to approach the 
RBI is well taken but bereft 
of practicality, hence unten­
able.

Point No. 4: In Megha­
laya, in 2021, Annexure II 
of the above referred No. 
GAA.88/2020/48 dated De­
cember 9, 2021 there are 22 
Holidays declared separately 
under the NI Act. These 22, 
plus 24 second and fourth 
Saturdays and 52 Sundays 
would mean 98 days of holi­
days for Banks and not the 
mythical 123 holidays as per 
the editorial. Out of the 22 
holidays declared in Annex­
ure II, 5 are forfeited as they 
are falling either on a fourth 
Saturday or a Sunday, further 
reducing actual holiday count 
to 93. Effectively Banks are 
working 73.15 % oftheyear). 
It would perhaps also not be 
out of place to mention here 
that during the height of the 
lockdown in 2020 when pret­
ty much everything else was 
closed/worked on skeletal/ 
roster basis, Bank employees 
across all cadres were in the 
frontline, not shutting down 
for even a single day, in 
service to the public despite 
being at risk of contracting 
the virus: The average ATM 
availability percentage of 
SBI in and around Shillong 
from April 2020 to Septem­
ber 2020 (major lockdown 
period) was 95.38 %, one 
among the highest in India. 
This was possible due to 
Bank employees working 
24x7x365. Moreover, a visit 
to any Bank branch will re-

nect with nature. This writer 
will attempt to translate the 
same to English so that all the 
readers of the Shillong Times 
will be able to appreciate the 
profound relationship that 
people have with the river. 
The song is a classic case of 
Shemphanghun’s connection 
with the River or rather how 
the river speaks to his heart.

Ko wah Umngot wah kaba 
kyntang/Ko wah ba don la ki 
khanatang/Ko wah basngur 
ba ithiang/Kum pha ngan 
shem pat shaei?/U khaw u 
kba shilynter jong pha;/Ki 
shnong baduk pha ai bam pha 
bsa,/Ko wah Umngot naduh 
mynhyndai/Harud jong pha 
don ki mawlynnai. The first 
stanza basically talks about 
the sacredness of the river 
which has many stories. The 
condition of water which is 
clean and clear, a river which 
is rare and surrounded by 
paddy fields which feeds the 
poor villages. It also says 
there are also precious stones 
in the river.

Chorus: Ah ko wah Umn­
got badon nam ka ri Khasi;/ 
Naduh hyndai pha aiham pha 
bsa 'fa ngi/

Ki bor ba hakhlieh ia pha 
ki thmu ban wan pynjot/Ba- 
lei phan sah tang j ingkynmaw 
ko wah Umngot? Umngot 
the famous river which has 
fed the people since time 
immemorial. Now people in 
power are planning to destroy 
you Oh River. Oh why should 
you be reduced to memories 
only?

Nga jaw ummat haba peit 
ia pha;/Jinglong kyntang kin 
jah noh na pha,Pynthor badon 
ki mgtrep; ka um kan tap,/ 
Shaei ngin phet ah da ei ngin 
bam?/Ngin sa iongsngew 
tang ki sur ba Yam,/Masi ki 
blang ba ju  shad mastieh;/ 
Ki mrad ha khlaw ah shaei 
kin rieh? Tears fall from my 
ey es when the sacredness, ©f 
the river will go and one we 
will only hear people’s cry. 
Where will the cows and the 
goats which used to dance in 
flie fields and the animals in 
the forests go?

Ka hok bla buh da u long- 
shuwa;/Ngim shah kiwei 
kin pynjot pynpra,/Ka spah 
bala buh U Blei ban duh 
ngim shah da lei lei,/Ngin 
i'eng pyrshah la ngi duk ne 
biej,/Ka hok jong ngi, ngin 
ym tieng ym riej,/Ko wah 
Umngot jingkyrkhu ia ngi,/ 
Ngi ieit ia pha ngin sumar 
ngin ri. We will not let others 
take away the rights we have

veal that there are no fixed 
or regulated working hours 
and Bank employees can be 
seen at their desks even at
8.00 pm on any given day. 
Exigencies of service also 
make it necessary for many 
Bankers to ignore holidays 
and go to work on a fairly 
regular basis.

Point No. 5: Again, just 
for the sake of comparison 
and without any prejudice, 
Central Government em­
ployees are privy to 123 holi­
days (17 General Holiday s+2 
Restricted Holidays +52 
Saturdays and 52 Sundays). 
The Capital Markets all over 
India remain closed on all 
Saturdays and Sundays in 
addition to all major festivals. 
In the United States, they 
have 10 general holidays 
plus 104 Saturday/Sundays, 
in Germany 15 plus 104 Sat­
urday/Sundays, and in Italy, 
24 General Holidays plus 104 
Saturday/Sundays. In France, 
Offices have a 35-hour work­
ing week only.

Yours etc.,
Davis Lyngdoh 

Organising Secretary 
AIBOC 

Meghalaya State Unit

Freedom 
of political 
expression

Editor,
The letter to the editor 

'UDP Riposte to allegation 
of hypocrisy,' by Jemino 
Mawthod is expected. Albert 
Thymiang’s editorial 'UDP’s 
blatant hypocrisy' had hit the 
bull’s eye and it has hurt the 
UDP. From a neutral point

inherited from our ancestors. 
We will not allow the wealth 
that God has bestowed on us 
to be taken away from us. We 
will fight even if we are poor 
and illiterate. We will not let 
people take away our rights 
from us.

U khaw u kba shilynter 
jong pha;/Ki shnong baduk 
pha ai bam pha bsa,/Ko wah 
Umngot naduh mynhyn- 
dai,/Harud jong pha don ki 
mawlynnai. Rice grows along 
the river which feeds the poor 
villages. Umngot, since time 
immemorial on your banks 
there are precious stones.

Like Umngot; Kupli also 
has its story and when the Ku­
pli Hydroelectric project was 
made, a large part of the river 
on the Jafltia side was also 
submerged but the pertinent 
question to the government 
is how has the state benefitted 
from the Kupli project? The 
other question has to do with 
the cost of construction. The 
cost of the Myntdu Lechka 
hydel project had escalated 
three times the original cost. 
Obviously when one loses 
one’s respect for the river one 
also loses respect for other 
values system like ‘kamai ia 
kahok’.

In the indigenous culture 
all the rivers have stories 
and i f  we lose these stories 
then part of people’s identity 
too will go. Similarly people 
who live on both sides of the 
river have stories and if the 
river is dammed then all these 
stories will vanish away. The 
Government claimed that the 
dam will not affect the land 
and its people, but has it taken 
these important points into 
consideration? With regards 
to the villages downstream of 
the river where tourist spots 
have emerged, the question 
that begs the answer is -  what 
about the USP of all the tour­
ist spots in the area. The truth 
is the crystal clear condition 
of the water is the only USP 
of all the tourist spots down­
stream of the dim. ffence 
any construction upstream 
will cause turbidity of the 
water and it will no longer be 
crystal clear.

If  the Khasi Pnar really 
wants to protect their identity, 
maintaining the deep relation 
that they have with nature 
is also their identity. If one 
loses this bond then one is no 
longer an indigenous Khasi 
Pnar because protecting the 
river and the entire ecosys­
tem is also protecting one’s 
identity

Email: hhmohrmen67@ 
gmaiLcom

I would agree on most of 
the points raised by Mr Al­
bert. The UDP is part of the 
coalition and should have 
taken collective responsibil­
ity rather than indulging in 
pointing fingers. The mess in 
the power sector in our state 
is deep-rooted and it will not 
take only a fortnight to solve 
it. Even if the UDP General 
Secretary is in charge of the 
Power sector he will not be 
able to solve the woes in a 
limited time. Interestingly 
the UDP MLAs did not have 
any problem with the Power 
minister but it is their ex- 
MLAs that are vocal against 
him. Even the UDP President 
seems to be in a state of 
confusion. In politics you 
have to take advantage of the 
hot issues; you have to make 
your presence felt especially 
when you have lost the elec­
tion otherwise you become 
irrelevant. There is nothing 
wrong in indulging in politi­
cal opportunism and there is 
no law in India that forbids 
it, but the general public are 
smart enough, and the just 
concluded GHADC elections 
is a perfect example of the 
smartness of the electorate. 
Criticism is part and parcel 
of democracy and politicians 
should also learn to accept 
criticism. Threatening the 
public that criticize your 
party as BM Lanong has 
done is a clear sign of weak 
leadership and is totally un­
acceptable and unpardonable 
in a democracy like ours. Are 
we living in a state where 
freedom of political expres­
sion is under siege?

Yours etc 
Manuel Carey Lymba 

Shillong 08.

India is currently carrying the 
status of largest per day infections

Narendra Modi’s model 
COVID management now 
coming out in true colours

By Sushil Kutty

In Lucknow, Chief Min­
ister Yogi Adityanath could, 
if he wants, smell the stench 
of death. For the last several 
days, the city’s crematoriums 
have been inundated with 
Covid corpses. So much so, 
with people taking a morbid 
interest in the goings on at 
the city’s largest cremation 
ground, the authorities had 
to put up an “opaque” fence 
all around it! Out of sight out 
of mind?

Hardly. Governments, 
both central and those of 
the states, seem to have lost 
the plot to the coronavi- 
rus, fumbling along in bum­
bling disarray. And it doesn’t 
matter which party is in 
power where. If Gujarat’s 
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani 
and Maharashtra’s Uddhav 
Thackeray have no clue, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi looks no less lost. 
Surprisingly unaware of re­
sponsibility! Stumbling from 
one misstep to the next. Lost 
in a labyrinth of their own 
making.

In its second coming, 
Covid-19 is treating India 
like it treated Italy and Bra­
zil (and Spain) with the first 
wave. And it’s not just in

mation grounds are crowded 
with the Covid-dead, the 
standstill caravan of am-; 
bulances outside hospital^ 
tell another story -  of acut£ 
shortage of hospital bedsj 
prompting people to cyni­
cally retort, “But, then, wheii 
did we vote for hospitals? 
we voted for Ram Mandir, 
didn’t we?” Like they say? 
the sting is in the tail: Only 
now it’s dawning on th£ 
electorate that their prioritie^ 
were wrong.

That said, it took count­
less dead to bring home the. 
basic truth. Social media is 
awash with posts and com­
ments, tweets and Instagram 
stories, of people who have 
woken up to the realiza­
tion that temple domes and 
masjid minarets do not count 
if there isn’t Remdesivir, the 
ventilator and the oxygen. 
That in today’s Covid world; 
death is cheap!

Entire families are getting 
infected and nobody knows 
for sure whether it’s the old 
who are succumbing morej, 
or are the young too collaps­
ing lifeless in big numbers? 
All you get to hear and sel 
(on TV and newspapers) arl 
cold lifeless statistics. And;

Lucknow, cremation grounds 
across India are witness to 
unseemly hurry thwarted by 
pile-ups of Covid dead. The 
dead are being burned well 
past dusk, right up to and 
beyond the midnight hour. 
Similarly, burial grounds 
can’t locate space to bury the 
Covid-dead. Besides, con­
signing the dead now costs 
a packet, at crematorium as 
well as at the ‘kabristan.’

Chances are if you are 
rich, if you’re “connected”, 
with “jugaad” written into 
your pedigree, you would 
be able to survive Covid-19, 
nary a worry. For instance, 
Bollywood actors, who post 
their Covid-19 statuses on 
Twitter and Instagram, move 
into the best of hospitals with­
out a hitch. Not the common 
man, even the middle-class 
twitterati. Only the lucky few 
among these lesser mortals 
are able to find a hospital 
bed and oxygen to beat the 
coronavirus.

The other day a “national 
award winning cyclist” died 
after two private hospitals in 
Pune refused to admit him, 
and the third, a government 
installation, admitted him 
only‘to allegedly “neglect” 
him. This guy got his features 
plastered all over the media 
because his was a known 
face, but the common guy, 
the Aam Aadmi, will pass 
away, vanish into a black- 
hole the other side of the 
Invisible Line, no questions 
asked!

And, now with the Gov­
ernment putting the brakes 
on the over-the-counter avail­
ability of Remdesivir, there’s 
a roaring black market in the 
drug all across the country. 
In Kamal, Haryana, a vial of 
Remdesivir @MRP 250 is 
selling at Rs 15,000-Rs18000 
in the black market. That 
said, the shortage of ventila­
tors is the biggest killer in 
the realm. Nobody’s sure 
whether Remdesivir is ef­
fective or not, but hundreds 
are suffocating for want of 
ventilators in hospitals.

In Ahmedabad, where cre­

then, you’re told of Covid- 
appropriate behaviour while, 
Prime Minister Narendra, 
Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah and politicians 
of all hues address Covid-. 
inappropriate public rallies 
without a care in the world.,. 

The question: Do politi­
cians only care for elections, 
to win them at any cost? Unr 
like SARS, Covid-19 is not 
going away anytime sooijL 
The severity of the seconfi 
wave is proof that the no\£ 
el coronavirus has quietly 
adapted to earth conditions 
and is mutating to spread 
across geographies. A ‘ma- 
hamandaleshwar’ of a Ja­
balpur temple who took a d i| 
at the Khumb in Haridwar 
died of Covid-19 the other 
day and it’s reported that hfe 
had taken both doses of the 
Covid-19 vaccine before hf 
took the ‘shahisnaan! ’ .* 

The point is, everything 
about the novel coronaviruSi 
including the vaccines, is sort 
of fluid at this point in time* 
If the Government of the day 
does not understand thisi 
then we as a nation might as 
well do a Padmavati! Just 
for reminders, India reported 
its highest number of Covid 
cases for the eighth time in 
nine days on April 17. Thisi 
when China reported recorf 
economic growth as it re? 
bounded from the pandemic 
slump. Should Narendra' 
Modi take some Covid les­
sons from Xi Jinping? • 

Maybe yes. India’s toi 
tal Covid cases had raced 
to 14,074,564 and Covid 
deaths to 174,308. Nobody 
lives forever, but to die 
from Covid is such a waste. 
A novel coronavirus comes 
out of "nowhere" and takes 
away lives by the hundreds , 
of thousands! For millions of 1 
Indians who sat through the 
first Covid wave, the second 
Covid wave is unnerving. 
And, for all we know, there's 
a massive vaccine crisis ip 
the making even as help* 
less and hopeless people 
despair. Lives can be saved, 
but who's listening? (IPA 
Service)
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“ When all else is lost, the future 
still remains. ”

— Christian Nestell Bovee 
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^Covid resurgence scary
WITH capital Delhi brought under a weekend- 
curfew for two days, the nation is stressed again 
and back to square one -  almost. The cases of 
Covid infections are rising at an alarming rate, 
with Mumbai and Delhi being among the worst 
cases and over 10 states experiencing a scary 
rise in the infection rate over the past one week. 
The Maha Kumbh Mela has been abandoned 
midway through its progress as many including 
over 200 Sadhus have been infected due to the 
Covid impact there. The Centre is seized of the 
matter as is evident from the high-level meet­
ing Prime Minister Modi has held with officials 
on Saturday preceded by a meeting with state 
representatives by Health minister Dr Harsh 
Vardhan. The PM meanwhile came under attack 
from the Congress, which took a grim view of 
the obsessive electioneering he is being busy 
with in West Bengal at such a critical time for 
the people’s health.

Problems are at multiple levels. On one side, 
there is a shortage of vaccines in various states. 
The largely Covid-hit states have raised an 
alarm over this and sought more stocks from 
the Centre on an urgent basis. The Congress 
party has reiterated the demand to stop the 
vaccine supply from India to other countries. 
Another matter o f serious concern is the short- 
age o f oxygen distributed via cylinders anfi the 
government is promising to raise the production 
on an emergency basis. Also in short-supply 
is the Remdesivir drug, the mass production 
of which depends also on dispatch of the raw 
material from China. An unexpected situation 
has arisen and every response cannot be possible 
with clockwork precision. But, maximum alert 
is called for on the part of the governments.

Thefiradingjby a globalunesctfDchuteamilhat 
Covid-19 can spread via air too, as is reported 
in The Lancet medical journal, turns upside 
down the earlier concepts as to how the virus 
spreads. This means social distancing or wear­
ing o f masks alone will not help. Rooms or 
halls where people sit, wait or work together 
can be risky. Clearly, we have not properly 
understood the nature of this Chinese-induced 
virus yet, which surfaced all o f a sudden a year 
ago and put the entire globe on the defensive. 
There are cases o f people taking the jabs and yet 
getting infected. The success rate of vaccines is 
claimed to be above 75 per cent, but even this 
needs to be proven. There is no last word yet on 
its long-term side-effects, if  any. Yet, for now, 
vaccination is the only way forward.

To the two 
UDP stalwarts

It is extraordinary to en­
gage with two UDP promi­
nent leaders, namely, Dr 
Jemino Mawthoh and BM 
Lanong whose long letter to 
the editor appeared on April
12 and 14, respectively, in 
response to my article dated 
April 6. Disappointingly, the 
General Secretary missed the 
main contention in my expo­
sition completely while the 
Adviser to the party shows 
he has been rattled knowing 
that the James Sangma’s is­
sue seems to have backfired 
this time around.

The articulated letter, 
“Veiled threat by UDP un­
warranted” last Saturday, 
other opinions and the news 
reports quoting a three time 
Member of Parliament have 
modified my response quite 
drastically. So, there is no 
need to harp on the same 
points to avoid being repeti­
tive. In a nutshell the com­
plaints were firstly that the 
UDP demanded the removal 
of NPP’s James Sangma as 
Home Minister for the ram­
pant illegal coal mining and 
transportation but is silent 
or rejected the demand for 
resignation of their pres­
ent Home Minister Lakmen 
Rymbui, for exactly the same 
failures. Secondly, for the 
second time the UDP targeted 
the same James Sangma, in­
sisting he be stripped off the 
Power portfolio as well, for 
the ills in MeECL at a time 
when their Home Minister 
who replaced the former is 
not doing any better at the 
‘coal’ and Law and Order 
front. Is exposing this double 
standard criminal?

Rem inders in history 
could be a supplementary 
argument. The ‘Hills party’ 
claims it is secular. Before 
the 2019 Assembly election it 
opposed the ideology of BJP. 
However, post-election it em­
braced the ‘communal’ party 
to become thearchitfefctof the

The NPP’s alleged nexus with 
the BJP was known before 
the elections. But the UDP’s 
supporters were shocked that 
their party partnered with the 
RSS-backed saffron party. 
Mawthoh himself justified 
the inclusion o f the BJP 
by blaming the people for 
not voting for his party, the 
UDP. Then the UDP stated 
it was anti-CAB/CAA. But 
it remained with the NPP led 
MDA government when the 
NPP voted for the CAA in 
the Lok Sabha. Later it even 
supported WR Kharlukhi, 
the NPP’s Rajya Sabha can­
didate, the very party that 
welcomed CAA.

It is assuring to see de­
fenders of democratic rights 
come forward. The warnings 
and veiled threats from the 
annoyed veteran politician

By Albert Thymiang

“not to enter into the areas 
where even angels fear to 
trea<j|” is an intimidation. 
Effectively the message is to 
all writers, “Be careful what 
you write. If you are critical 
and attract our ire you may be 
taken to task.” This is a bla­
tant attempt to stifle freedom 
of speech.

Besides personal remarks, 
Lanong also displayed a ste­
reotype mentality. He favours 
setting rules that certain peo­
ple should not overstep their 
‘boundaries’. This is probably 
why, even in this millennia 
the male domains are out of 
bounds for women. If they 
challenge the status quo they 
are not taken kindly. It takes 
the Meghalaya High Court to 
allow women to be members 
of the traditionally male- 
dominated village council 
(Village Djorbar). Perhaps an­
other court order is warranted 
for women to have a role in 
higher traditional institutions. 
After the ruling Lanong him­
self reacted stating women’s 
participation should be “con­
fined to feê  village level and 
not at the ihigher level of 
traditional chiefs.” This ex­
clusive attitude could be the 
reason for the near absence of 
women leaders in the UDP, 
in other political parties, the 
Legislative Assembly and in 
the ADCs. Inis irony in the 
matrilineal kingdom is truly 
unfathomabl^. But political 
leaders are unconcerned.

Unspecified ‘they’ have 
advised me,',“Being you, 
you may not be involved in 
politics.. .Write only on de­
velopment.” well, I comment 
on development, corruption, 
law and ordei; violence, de­
mocracy, education, back­
wardness, etc. all of which are 
inseparably linked to politics. 
Can anyone eveir detach the

Bishops, papal Encyclicals, 
Apostolic exhortations, the 
famed Second Vatican Coun­
cil and the documents of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of India (CBCI). In his much 
acclaimed Encyclical Fratelli 
Tutti Pope Francis declares, 
‘The Church cannot and must 
not remain on the sidelines 
in the building of a better 
world, and she cannot fail to 
contribute to the betterment 
of society.’ In unequivocal 
terms the writer of the lead 
article declares that Jesus 
was never apolitical. He was 
‘deeply concerned about the 
deep-rooted injustices of his 
time and took a visible and 
vocal stand against them’. 
Please Google for more.

The contents of the peri­
odical are a critical analysis 
o f political developments 
with an anti-Hindutva ideol­
ogy slant. Occasionally this 
writer makes his way into 
the pages of the prestigious 
Weekly. Contributors are 
mainly persons like me. The 
lesson is, getting involved 
in electoral politics is out. 
Political comment is in.

Contrary to Lanong’s 
charge, I did not lambast 
anyone as a criminal nor 
used abusive and slanderous 
language nor called anyone a 
‘hypocrite’. If Lanong hint- 
self admits, “We hypocrite 
politicians in UDP" others 
can’t dispute.As for ‘hypoc­
risy’ it is a term rival politi­
cal parties liberally throw at 
each other. It is often heard in 
public discourses and even in 
parliament. After my column 
the word featured in many 
letters. How is it ‘contemp­
tuous’ when the reasons are 
clearly presented? Does the 
accusation, “The present 
dispensation has gone jnto 
looting, (and) corruption”

A couple of young UDP’s 
fans reached out to me stating 
that the party has viewed the 
‘Khasi-Jaintia centric party’ 
remark positively. Though 
unsuccessfully, in the last 
GHADC elections, the party 
made efforts to make inroads 
in Garo Hills. If the party 
addresses the ‘hypocrisy’ 
issue it might serve it well. 
To retreat in time, this writer 
condemned the ‘White Ink 
Scam’. He also has a dozen 
of ‘risky’ publications against 
insurgency in real time. No 
militant ever threatened me.

Finally, Mawthoh puts the 
UDP’s‘inappropriate’ James 
stand in the people’s court. 
It goes without saying. We 
only make submissions. The 
onus is on the readers. They 
are intelligent. They make 
conclusions. All the same, 
hope the electorate is more 
enthusiastic about the UDP 
these days compared to 2018 
when the party won just 6 of 
27 seats with a meagre vote 
share of 11.6% and a dismal 
22% success rate.

The ‘indigenous’ party 
secured a big zero from the 
GHADC in 15 contested 
constituencies. For its long 
neglect of Garo Hills it could 
only painfully watch the Con­
gress and the NPP’s neck and 
neck battle and the ground 
breaking two seat victory of 
fee BJP. Wife nothing to show 
in Tura, the UDP’s manoeu- 
vers could be compromised. 
Even if  the CM refuses to 
entei

am not (involved) in politics. like «UDP exploits more
I am not a member of a po­
litical party. I don’t work for 
any political party. But I am 
a Meghalaya vote}. Why does 
one have to explain that he 
has equal rights? j

Those who are ‘fconcemed’ 
that individuals like me are 
‘involved’ in politics can refer 
to my articulation “Calling 
the Church out” of Febru­
ary 9 this year in this paper 
for which inspiration was 
drawn from the cover story 
of the national ‘Christian’ 
Weekly, the India Currents. 
The magazine’s cover story 
of February 8-15, 2021 that 
was entitled, “The Church 
is NOT ApoliticaPand the 
editoriaTChurch’s Mission: 
Be Vocal for People” elabo­
rately quote Church’s docu­
ments including Synod of

than NPP” or “UDP charges 
“doubled” on coal trucks” 
dump all in that party? Will 
Lanong take it personally and 
consider legal actions against 
the labellers?If someone 
thinks the allegations are di­
rected to him personally, it is 
his volitioniA lawyer would 
know that these are criminal 
charges not mine. Moreover, 
I made allegations against no 
one in the UDP fold.

While one of the UDP’s 
leading office bearers ac­
cuses this scribe of prejudice 
against his party, the other 
takes us on memory lane to 
the education scam, to the era 
of worse law and order sce­
nario, etc. Well, if the former 
lawmakers have been follow­
ing my ‘bulletins,’ criticism is 
not limited to the Ut)P alone.

tion.
With its secular credentials 

punctured, CAB/CAA back­
ground, ILP puzzle, indif-" 
fererit handling ' of the' H tllfl'e 
Ministry; MeECL’cdnlifi- 
drum,' ffie’MgatiVVimjJ'acf' 
of demanding for i^m'oval of 

na as Power Min-

the beleaguered'‘big regional 
brother’ might be static if 
not regressive. The GHADC 
results are a pointer.Perhaps, 
the leadership is convinced 
that the party grows only if it 
is insulated from any public 
criticism.

Hie statement attributed 
to the Shillong M F reads, 
“Today" "the general 'secre­
tary of UDP says feat James 
Sangma should be removeJ, 
tomorfow R>mbui will say 
he (James)‘Has ^one welL 
there "is conflict of interest 
among, the legislators and 
party workers.” Others top 
have further questioned the 
credibilityofmeUDP. _ * 

People will give feeir ver­
dict on self-revealing ac­
tions.' _'  ~ 2. ~

E m a il a lb e r t . th y r -  
niang74@gmail. com

Use of arms 
uncalled for
Editor,
I can’t help recollecting 

whatever I had witnessed in 
the fateful incident on Maw- 
shbuit road which passes 
through the GTC area on the 
evening of April 12,2021. 
I was with my three year old 
son and my sister on my way 
to an important family mat­
ter, when a few minutes later 
I had to engage in a verbal 
duel with few army person­
nel dressed in their civvies. 
I was amidst the local taxi 
drivers and youth of Maw- 
shbuit who were protesting 
against the unpleasantness 
caused by the traffic bar­
ricades on both sides of the 
road at that particular stretch 
which had been put up that 
very same day. I chose to 
stay on the spot because 
o f two reasons: I was ir­
ritated by the harsh manner 
in which a few army men 
were handling the situation 
and I was concerned for the 
safety of the youth protesting 
on the spot. Although I knew 
I couldn’t do much but was 
simply present there to help 
ease the tension.

Recounting the whole 
scenario got me wondering

how many more times are we 
going to face such situations 
in the future. From angry 
shouts of few army men, to 
exchanging of verbal fights, 
to power being cut off twice, 
to brutal assault of our un­
armed youths in which four 
or five of them were injured 
and one of them luckily es­
caped injury from fee khukri 
but was left with its mark on 
his hip.

What shocked me most is 
the act of cowardice on the 
part of the army personnel 
in using rifles and khukri to 
randomly thrash and injure 
the unarmed people gath­
ered at the spot where I was 
standing.

With due respect to the 
army officials representing 
the GTC in the meeting at 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Office on April 13 who pre­
ferred to settle the matter 
amicably and claimed that 
the people of Mawshbuit are 
their neighbours and friends, 
may I point out that whatever 
had been done did not dem­
onstrate that friendship and 
neighbourliness.

Hence I would like to 
ask whether it is appropri­
ate that war weapons like 
rifles and khukri be used 
against unarmed civilians 
who were simply protesting

for a cause, above all for 
something feat was causing 
discomfort to the people 
of the village. Should they 
have been treated wife zero 
tolerance?

It was a relief to hear 
feat in fee joint inspection 
meeting held on April 17, 
2021 between the District 
Administration, East Khasi 
Hills, Headman & Members 
o f Dorbar Shnong Maw­
shbuit, fee local MDC and 
Army officials of 58 GTC, 
resolutions on short term is­
sues had been made. Issues 
like checking/harassment of 
the public at fee gate and use 
of traffic barricades is to be 
discontinued, rumble strips 
(speed breakers) positioned 
on both sides of fee gate are 
to be removed and fee gate 
is to remain wide open. Also 
fee initiative to form an em­
powered committee to solve 
the problem permanently is 
a positive step.

While appreciating the 
concern shown by fee Dis­
trict Administration, I also 
express my gratitude to 
the Headman and Dorbar 
Shnong, Mawshbuit, our 
local MDC for treating fee 
matter seriously and also 
fee leaders and members of 
the different social organiza­
tions, fee KSU,HY C.FKJGP

who whole-heartedly stood 
with us in fighting our 
cause.

Lastly, fee fact remains 
that fee road has been wider 
fee utilization of fee Shnong 
of Mawshbuit for almostjtwo 
hundred years now. Based on 
this ground, I wholeheartedly 
urge fee concerned authori­
ties to see that this problem 
is solved permanently i.eiby 
‘the removal of the gate’ 
such that fee freedom and 
peace of mind of the peace 
loving people of Mawshbuit 
is restored. !

Yours etc;, 
Diana M Syiemlieh, 

Shillong-793007

"Mass 
gatherings the 
biggest mistake,

Editor,
Even a child knows that 

he should not play with 
fire. But amidst the rag­
ing heat of the pandemic, 
the government certainly 
played with fire. More than 
anything, it has hastened to 
lift the restrictions on “j rp s
socia lg^^H inS 5”- With
the benetit ox hindsight, 
one believes, it is one of 
the "highest mistakes" for 
which we might have io pay

dearly in fee future. Are our 
tomorrows not staggering in 
the darkness of uncertainty? 
The innumerable election 
campaigns held recently and 
mass gatherings expose the 
height of our hypocrisy.

If we seriously analyze fee 
exponential rise in COVID 
cases in fee last two weeks 
in fee country, we come to 
fee conclusion that it has its 
roots in mass social gather­
ings. What is heart-rending is 
that fee second avatar of the 
Wuhan virus has come wife 
ai sharoer sting. What will be 
the consequences if another 
round of “lockdown” is im­
posed as irTtSe^ast year? 
In fact, it is a very serious 
thing. How will the poor 
people, such as vendors, 
hawkers, daily wagers, driv­
ers, rickshaw-owners. tea­
sellers barbers, carpenters 
etc survived Hence imposing 
the lockdown again wilTbe

1 like forcing people already 
! impoverished by poverty to 
die without food. So, before 
fee situation turns from bad 
to worse, social gatherings 
’ofall kinds must be strictly 
prohibited. If  we don’t post­
pone oufmerry-making and 
festive celebrations, fee virus 
might hasten our “end” on 
this planet —

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

Bring anti­
defection law 

ADO
Now that fee dust has set­

tled down after fee GHADC 
elections results have been 
declared and we all know 
who is going to govern fee 
GHADC, I believe fee coali­
tion governing the Council 
needs to bring in the Anti- 
Defection law immediately. 
Party hopping MDCs have 
actually crippled fee smooth 
functioning of fee Council 
and it’s just not only the 
GHADC, but the other two 
District Councils too suffer 
from this ill. I believe all 
MDCs must come together 
to scuttle any future defec­
tors from benefiting from 
such a detrimental exercise 
to the governance of the 
Council. The Anti- Defec­
tion law will bring an end 
tfie Judases who scheme ana
plot for a bigger share of fee.
loaves and tishes. This test 
will prove how serious are
the political parties in ad- 
dressmg corruption too.
“  Yours etc.,

Tyrone D’Brass 
Tura

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

The disease 
that kills us

By Jagdish Rattanani
There is no escaping fee 

death and destruction of fee 
SARS-CoV-2 pandemic that 
is upon us in a second disas­
trous wave. Experts tells us 
we will hit a peak soon. The 
numbers will then begin to 
climb down. Nature would 
have found a way to bring 
some calm -  we did precious 
little, and can only pray that 
there will be no third wave.

Even if we may excuse 
the poor response during 
fee first hit last March, there 
can be no excuse for do­
ing worse fee second time 
around. Consider that we 
can claim to fight at the 
borders but die in fee tens 
of thousands within our 
borders. The nation has been 
described in recent days by 
senior functionaries of fee 
government varyingly as a 
space superpower, knowl­
edge superpower, economic 
superpower, manufacturing 
superpower, even a vaccine 
superpower. We can get 
people to come together to 
beat empty vessels and light 
lamps and lakhs march out 
with a leap of faith to fee 
kumbh melia but we can’t 
arrange hospital beds when a 
pandemic we know is around 
and flares up.

Examples of how badly 
we fought this war; come 
from all directions. It is

day. The announcement Is 
significant because it tells 
us that belief, faith and ritual 
are not contradictory to fee 
scientific approach. Yet, the 
former has been put to work 
and exploited at fee cost of 
the latter.

An Associate Professor 
at the All-India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, Rishike- 
sh, has been funded by th£ 
Department of Science and 
Technology to run a pilot t<3 
study the “effect of gayafii 
mantra and pranayama 11} 
terms of inflammatory mark1 
ers in hospitalised Covid*
19 patients.” The officii! 
record states: “...Scientists 
are racing against time for 
a miracle cure/vaccine fo 
fight this pandemic whicji 
has gripped the world. In thjs 
scenario, role of pranayama 
and gayatri mantra chant? 
ing which has been used «| 
other diseases and has shown 
promising effects become^ 
vital,” Millions of Indian^ 
who chant the Gayatri man­
tra, Hindus and non-HmdijS 
alike, will understand fetft 
this is not the best way tp 
respond to the pandemic. -I

On the other hand, the 
Indian SARS-CoV-2 Ge- 
nonjics Consortium (namely ; 
‘INSACOG’) comprising
10 labs identified to study ! 
variants of fee virus in India,

>111x1dififfii >tiM M||

marketed, fee latest being had receive4 no funds till $  
■ least as late as March-en<J,fee BJP seeking to procure 

these vials in a private op­
eration in Mumbai, leading 
to fee arrest of two directors 
of a manufacturer company.

. The distribution of vaccines 
has become a bone of con­
tention between fee Centre 
and non-BJP ruled States. 
In Maharashtra, for example, 
no one can miss fee fact feat 

-vaccines are in short supply. 
Several vaccination centres 
have closed. Yet, feis has led 
to fee lowness of a Trumpian 
twitter war, not a fix of fee 

" problem at hand. New Delhi 
is as fast as ever wife tweets, 
and terrible with building 
trust.

The former Prime Min­
ister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
has offered a simple and 
wise solution: distribute vac­
cines transparently using an 
agreed formula so that States 
know how much is coming, 
when to expect stocks and 
can plan feeir roll outs. Cou­
pled with advance orders to 
vaccine manufacturers and 
compulsory licensing-, we 
should set the course for a 
swift coverage for a wider 
age group, not just those 
above 45 years of age. The 
second round of the pan­
demic already indicates that 
fee virus is no more sparing' 
fee young, many of whom 
have landed in hospital with 
respiratory distress.

What does it take to keep 
away pettiness, to take deci­
sions that are simple yet bold 
and to let fee nation see and 
feel that feis is a government 
geared to fight fee pandemic, 
not merely to win fee next 
election round the comer? 
We can see Covid-19 is fee 
disease but just beneath fee 
surface is the real disease 
feat kills us — narrow mind­
edness, one upmanship and 
theturning away from an 
evidence-based approach 
feat allowed the government 
to endorse a holy snaan and 
a gathering of lakhs -  devo­
tees duly facilitated wife 12 
pairs of special trains and 
welcomed wife front page 
ads featuring the Prime Min­
ister of India and fee Chief 
Minister of Uttarakhand. 
The announcement to end 
the mammoth kumbhmela 
gathering came over the 
weekend -  too late in the

This was critical activity -' -! 
because variants are thought ' 
to have delivered fee ney ' -! 
wave. Yet, the nation has > 
been too slow to launch this ' 
kind of sustained, plannejl 
and coordinated activity id 
sequence fee virus genome! 1 
On 24March, the health mirt 
istry reported that “though *, 
VOC (variants of concent) 
and a new double mutant 
variant have been found in 
India, these have not been 
detected in numbers s i#  
ficient to either establish of 
direct relationship or explaji 
the rapid increase in cases in 
some States.” -v

That begs the question: 
What has caused the current 
spike? Where is the epidp'r , 
miological insight? As tS  
16April, only 13,614 Whole 
Genome Sequenced sampleS 
were processed at the - 
designated INSACOG labdL 
Sequencing was targeted fcS- 
5% of total positives begin­
ning December 2020; whdt 
was sequenced cumulatively 
as of mid-April is barely 5% 
of daily rise in infections! ;

Meanwhile, there is & 
daily release on vaccination 
numbers that look large ii} 
absolute terms but offer 
fee true picture of fee task 
at hand when we see that 
barely 1.2% of India is fully 
vaccinated, according |A 
data from the University 
of Oxford. This compares 
to 25% fully vaccinated tg 
fee US, 14% in fee UK and 
3.8% in Brazil, which India 
overtook this month to haye 
the second largest number 
of infections in fee world, 
after fee US. ; >

It is true that COVID-1-9 
is a terrible disease feat i'4 
killing us but the disease thai 
allows this disease to thrive 
and spread with impunity 
is fee disease that we have ■ 1 
had for long -  a longing to 
live by a mythical story o£a 
much-told greatness of ye$- ; 
terday to bring on an air of ' 
celebration today before we 
go crashing down tomorrow. 
(1009 words) * *

(The writer is a journal; 
ist and faculty member of 
SPJIMR. Views are per- - 
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil- ■ 
lion Press) (e-mail: editor^ 
thebillionpress.org)
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Courts and governance
INDIA’S foundations of governance have been 
well laid out by India’s first Prime Minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and other leaders of the In­
dependence movement after India won a hard 
fought freedom from British Rule in 1947. 
India declared itself a Republic in 1950, with 
a well-drafted Constitution to guide it in man­
aging the affairs of the nation. Over the years, 
the well-established systems saw to it that the 
nation’s affairs are carried out in an orderly 
manner where the three pillars executed their 
responsibilities equitably.

With time the systems went through pressures 
and pulls and suffered as a result of a progressive 
drift, but the positives remain. It is important 
that the different pillars of the democratic estab­
lishment, namely the Executive, the Legislature, 
the Judiciary and the Media as a public response 
system carry out their jobs in a fair and transpar­
ent manner and not encroach into one another’s 
realms. If such intrusions are allowed they result 
in chaos. The thought arises in the context of a 
Supreme Court order on Tuesday, setting aside 
the order of the Allahabad High Court which 
directed the state government to impose lock- 
down in five Covid-affected districts of Uttar 
Pradesh. The apex court, in its wisdom, opted 
to give the freedom to the state to decide on 
this matter. Notably, the Hyderabad High Court 
too has forced the Telangana government into 
a similar action by way of holding out a threat 
that if  it did not impose controls, the high court 
would itself have to issue the order.

Elected governments are mandated to run the 
affairs o f the nation and states. The Executive 
has its limitations, but the elected leadership 
is well-aware of the ground realities and it is 
expected to act with a sense of responsibility 
in matters like handling the Covid situation. 
It is easy to criticize, but difficult to perform. 
A recommendation from the court should be 
welcome, but it will be well-appreciated that 
the judiciary avoids wielding the stick or taking 
upon itself the responsibility af ninnjing the af* 
fairs,afith©,nation. If any>auchj attempt ri& made, 
it would seriously affect the existing governance 
system as a whole. The Supreme Court clearly 
understands this as is evident from the setting 
aside of the HC order by Chief Justice Sharad 
Arvind Bobde himself. Discretion is the better 
part of valour. There have been several instances 
of late when it was felt that courts intruded into 
affairs o f governance and caused embarrassment 
to the elected governments. Courts can act on 
the basis o f the established laws of the land, and 
carry out their mandate within the parameters set 
by the Constitution. Governance is an executive 
function and not the domain of cotarts.

L e t t e r s  to t h e  l ’ d i t o r

UDP, GHADC 
Elections and 

MeECL
Editor,
It was interesting to read 

the letters that appeared in 
this paper last week pertain­
ing to UDP's performance in 
the just concluded GHADC 
elections and the MeECL 
fiasco. Without joining is­
sues with the comments, I 
wish to put forth my views 
on the failure of the UDP 
to score even a single seat 
in Garo Hills. One reason is 
because UDP lacks a strong 
base and leadership in Garo 
Hills. Barring BG Momin, 
the UDP had no credible face 
even during the initial pe­
riod of its formation in Garo 
Hills. It faces a resource 
crunch and even today the 
party is poorly organised in 
Garo Hills with no financial 
resources to back up its 
organisational activities. 
Again, the UDP in Garo 
Hills woke up late for the 
MDC elections. Moreover, 
it lacks trustworthy political 
heavyweights, capable party 
manpower and strategies to 
attract voters from among 
the masses.

Now, if the political truth 
is to be told, the only face of 
the regional party in Garo 
Hills was only that of Capt. 
Williamson A. Sangma when 
the APHLC was in power. 
After that the politics of 
Garo Hills was led by the 
Congress, NCP and NPP 
which are national parties led 
by Capt. W.A Sangma, Pumo 
Sangma, Salseng Marak, Dr 
Mukul Sangma and Conrad 
Sangma. Today, the two 
political forces in Garo Hills

“The cost o f discipline is 
always less than the price o f  
regret. So self discipline is the 
biggest investment for suc­
cess in life " (Late President 
APJ Abdul Kalam)

Amidst the many defects 
of our Indian society, I would 
consider a culture of indisci­
pline as a major one. When 
it comes to both personal as 
well as collective discipline, 
we Indians fare miserably. 
In more than umpteen times 
we have shown to the world 
that we are an undisciplined 
nation. The present situation 
of the Covid 19 pandemic has 
more than enough confirmed 
this character of our na­
tion. The current exponential 
spread of the second wave 
of this pandemic, as experts 
agree, is due to the laxity 
of our people in observing 
Covid 19 proto­
cols. How dis­
heartening it is to 
see indiscipline 
right from the 
top to the lowest ■
rung of society.
Our own Prime fLr 
M in iste r and *5*^
Home Minister 
and many other 
political leaders 
openly flout the 
Covid 19 proto­
cols of wearing 
face masks and 
social distancing.
They organize 
massive rallies 
in West Bengal,
Assam, Tamil- 
nadu and Kerala 
where thousands 
of people crowd 
on each other with no masks 
and social distancing. If our 
top leaders do not show the 
example of being disciplined 
persons, how do they expect 
ordinary citizens to behave 
otherwise? Often when we 
compare ourselves with other 
nations evenSvith our Asian 
neighboui5^#^fflff0hfiiisJ[ 
the Koreans or the Vietnam­
ese, we find ourselves far be­
hind in matters of discipline. 
The manner in which the 
netas and the crowds openly 
flout the Covid 19 protocols 
has only aggravated the pan­
demic situation and today we 
have become the second most 
affected pandemic country.

When we talk of indisci­
pline, we'can witness such an 
attitude not only in relation 
to this pandemic, but it is 
evident in other walks of life 
too. I remember how one day 
when I was on a flight from

A culture of 
indiscipline

By Barnes Mawrie

London to New Delhi, there 
were many Indians in that 
particular British Airways 
flight. When we were just one 
hour before touching down at 
Delhi Airport, to my shame as 
an Indian, my fellow citizens 
got up from their seats and 
started talking loud and then 
they began to use their mobile 
phones. The air hostesses 
tried to appeal to them to 
settle down and to switch off 
their phones, but her appeals 
fell on deaf ears. It was a very 
bad experience I had of the so 
called “Indian indiscipline.” 
Again if we talk about clean­
liness in our country, the main 
cause for our unclean and 
polluted environment, is lack 
of personal and collective dis­

and a few other villages who 
display such a high degree 
of personal and collective 
discipline in matters related 
to cleanliness. How I wish 
all Indians who have visited 
these places learn a lesson 
from them and not merely 
shower verbal praises, but 
concretely imitating their 
virtue. Unfortunately, this is 
our Indian attitude - that even 
those who have been abroad 
and seen the disciplined be­
haviour of those people, 
come back and behave the 
same way as before.

When it comes to traffic 
discipline, we cannot but feel 
ashamed at the manner our 
Indian drivers behave. In our 
own State, traffic indiscipline

cipline. How often we have 
seen our citizens throwing 
empty water bottles or food 
packages on the roadsides. 
How many times we have

is being perpetrated first of all 
by VIPs or the so called ML 
01 vehicles. All of us must 
have witnessed how these 
arrogant vehicles flout traf-

“Often when we compare ourselves with 
other^o^iom<vm witl^Mtr^Asian jmeigkbqurs 

ific^fie (3i!hes ^hr Koreans or t̂he 
Vietnamese, we find ourselves far behind in 

matters o f discipline. ”

witnessed irresponsible per­
sons dumping their garbage 
on public drains and rivers. 
Our Wah Umkhrah is a clear 
testimony of this attitude. The 
efforts of many good citi­
zens who are trying to clean 
this river, are going down 
the drains as long as people 
continue to use the river as 
a dumping place. I am proud 
of the people of Mawlynnong

fic rules with impunity from 
time to time for they either 
overtake queuing vehicles 
against the rule or they park 
recklessly on the roadsides or 
in non-parking zones. Most of 
our bus and taxi drivers need 
to learn more about traffic 
discipline. I have personally 
seen taxi drivers stop in the 
middle of the road and chat­
ting away with their friends

are the NPP led by Conrad 
Sangma and Congress led by 
Dr. Mukul Sangma. Without 
shying away from facts this 
may apply to the UDP in 
Garo Hills in the LA elec­
tions of 2023 if  the entire 
UDP leadership does not 
throw its weight behind the 
Party to ensure that it does 
not return empty handed in 
the 2023 hustings.

On the allegations of UDP 
hypocrisy, I am not inclined 
to brand the party as un­
blemished. However, I feel 
that the UDP has the right 
to criticise the functioning 
of the Power Minister and 
the CMD of MeECL and 
also to ask for their removal 
because, as I see it, there are 
enough justified reasons. 
Further, I understand that 
the goings-on under MeECL 
and the Power Sector as 
a whole, which is a major 
and vital sector of the state, 
is exceedingly messy and 
requires independent inquiry 
by the CBI or any other trust­
worthy agency to find out 
the irregularities and to fix 
responsibility for the monu­
mental mess. Again, this 
government-owned PSU has 
never been without blemish 
and indebtedness. Instead, it 
may even remain indebted 
for good. But this hopeless 
scenario can be overturned 
if we have a passionate work 
culture and honest, knowl­
edgeable, capable, wise, 
dynamic, and committed 
Power Minister, CMD, and 
Members of the Board of 
Directors working in tandem 
with the passionate and dedi­
cated work culture among 
the team of engineers.

Yours etc., 
Philip Marwein. 

Shillong

Schools 
violating Govt 

guidelines
Editor,
After seeing a hike in the 

number of COVID cases, 
the Government on Monday 
took a decision to shut down 
schools for 14 days to try 
and break the cycle of infec­
tion. However, some schools 
in the vicinity of Rynjah, 
Umpling and Nongthym- 
mai have already told their 
teachers to disregard the 
government notification and 
attend school. The reason 
cited is that teachers have 
to take online classes. Such 
schools have even threatened 
to cut salaries if teachers 
violate their instructions. 
These schools must not take 
the Government notifica­
tion lightly. Teachers have 
suffered last year due to the 
pandemic, and the last thing 
they require now is an unco­
operative administration. But 
the question now is whether 
the school administration 
will take responsibility and 
accept penal provisions if 
this inconsiderate move of 
theirs results in more posi­
tive cases?

I am aware of the schools 
in question but I am refrain­
ing from naming them in the 
hope that they understand 
the gravity of the situation. 
However, the concerned 
schools should understand 
that they will come under the 
Government's scanner if they 
do not refrain from violating 
guidelines.

COVID-19 is not a joke 
at this juncture and any sen­
sible person will understand 
this if they are following the

news. I do believe we expect 
better from administrators of 
educational institutions who 
have the burden of educat­
ing and creating responsible 
citizens.

Yours etc., 
Patrick Kurbah 

Via email

Umiam bridge 
in danger!

Editor,
It is frightening to read 

the news item regarding the 
Bailey Bridge at Dwar Ksuid 
where the planks have come 
part barely a month after its 
inauguration by the Deputy 
Chief Minister, Prestone 
Tynsong. Aren't these signs 
of ineffectiveness, ineffi­
ciency and duplicity? I am 
no engineer to understand 
the technical know-how of 
why the bridge is showing 
cracks just a month after 
its inauguration but I am 
certain that this is not a 
good sign. The Deputy CM 
clarified that the damage 
on the bridge was “not due 
to the poor quality of the 
construction" but "the plying 
of overloaded trucks. Well 
whatever the reason may be 
the point is that somewhere 
something is not right. Be 
it at the level of those in­
volved in the construction 
work or those involved in 
checking the permissible 
weight limit. Repair work 
is done but the fear remains 
that anything untoward and 
unfortunate could happen in 
the near future. Will those in 
charge take utmost precau­
tion against malpractices 
or will they remain hands 
in glove with those who

defy the rules? Only time 
will tell.

On the same note, the 
greatest concern at hand is 
the Umiam bridge that Con­
nects Guwahati to Shillong. 
The bridge is over 50 years 
old but is also the most heav­
ily used one (24X7). Can this 
present Government turn 
a deaf ear and a blind eye 
towards this bridge? Can 
the Government abandon 
its lackadaisical attitude 
towards the Umiam bridge 
and take initiatives to at least 
identify ways and means to 
address this grave concern 
immediately? Even today 
heavily loaded vehicles are 
plying on this bridge posing 
a threat to the lives of all. The 
bridge needs serious care, no 
matter what vehicles may 
ply on it because it is over­
worked. How much longer 
will it hold on before it gives 
way? Imagine the impact 
on the dam and the lives of 
people. Can the government 
still overlook the seriousness 
of the matter or will it get 
down to work and prevent 
any devastating incident 
anytime soon?,

Yours etc., 
Jenniefer Dkhar, 

Via email

US created 
mess in 

Afghanistan
Editor,
The report captioned, 

“Announcing Afghan pull- 
out, Biden asks India to do 
more for Kabul” (ST April 
15, 2021) is a pointer to the 
fact that the United States by 
pulling out without a clear 
victory has opened itself to

without any sensitivity for 
the vehicles behind them. At 
other times, they suddenly 
halt the vehicles the moment 
they see a passenger know­
ing full well that such an act 
could cause an accident for 
the vehicle behind.

When it comes to religious 
practices in India, religios­
ity seems to get the better of 
precaution and civic sensibil­
ity. The manner in which the 
Hindu devotees flocked to the 
Kumbh mela in recent days 
with scant concern for Covid 
19 protocols, will only worsen 
the situation. Considering the 
fact that many devotees come 
from various rural areas of 
the country, they could be 
potential super spreaders of 
the pandemic. In such reli­
gious functions personal and 
collective discipline seem 

to be altogether 
absent. Religions 
should learn to 
listen to sciences 
and we should 
not let our reli­
giosity end up as 
blind faith.

D isc ip lin e  
of citizens is 
a sine qua non 
condition for the 
prosperity and 
progress of a na­
tion. Discipline 
begins at home 
where parents 
have the respon­
sibility of foster­
ing in their chil­
dren disciplined 
behaviour and 
lifestyle. Things 
like not littering 

public places, respecting pub­
lic property, observing hy­
gienic practices and observing 
rules and regulations, should 
be taught first at home and 
then in schools. Religions too 
have a role to play in fostering 
a disciplined way of life. The 
Christian religio-efttfiM JrML 
ciple of “cleanliness is next to 
godliness” has been largely 
responsible for inculcating 
clean and hygienic attitude 
and behaviour among Chris' 
tians. When rules come with 
religious sanctions they are 
more scrupulously observed 
by people. So all religions in 
India should encourage their 
followers to live a disciplined 
life and in this manner we will 
be able to see our country 
move forward in every aspect 
of life.

'Email: barnesmawrie@ 
gmail.com

criticism that a withdrawal 
represents a de facto admis­
sion of failure for American 
military strategy and with 
its failed policies and shoot- 
first-ask -  questions-later at­
titude. Foreign involvement 
in Afghanistan has been a 
major source of that coun­
try’s instability though the 
Afghan political class and 
warlords have also played 
a significant role in the de­
struction of their homeland. 
However the “forever war” 
cannot continue and the 
sooner foreign forces leave 
Afghanistan and Afghans 
themselves take respon­
sibility for their country, 
the better. The invasion of 
Afghanistan stemmed from 
a shoot -first -ask ques­
tions -later attitude , one 
especially prevalent among 
neo-cons but shared by a sig­
nificant cross-section of the 
respectable foreign policy 
establishment. Indeed, rather 
than the “good war” moniker 
the Afghanistan conflict has 
been cloaked with since its 
inception, it was ironically 
the “not good enough war.” 
A bigger bang was needed to 
show the US meant business. 
Such a cavalier approach to 
the use of deadly force per­
meates American behaviour 
among citizens, between citi­
zens and the police as well 
as between the military and 
other states raising questions 
about US society beyond the 
ambit of foreign policy.

Yours etc., 
Advocate M Haque,

Shillong-6

Global producers vet 
to ease output curb

High oil price 
may hit Indian 
economy hard

By Nantoo Banerjee

After the new wave of 
coronaviruses in comes the 
oil shock to India’s fragile 
economy. Going by govern­
ment estimates, India’s GDP 
had shrunk by eight percent 
in 2020-21 as against a four 
percent growth in the previ­
ous fiscal. While the current 
year’s economic growth pic­
ture remains unclear at this 
point of time, rising global 
crude oil prices and falling 
Indian rupee (INR) are pos­
ing a concern. Crude oil 
prices are rising in anticipa­
tion of an economic recovery 
in big markets such as the 
US, China, India, Japan, 
South Korea, the Nether­
lands, Germany and Spain. 
China is the world’s largest 
oil importer, followed by the 
US and India.

The three countries to­
gether account for nearly 45 
per cent of the overall crude 
oil import. The US Energy 
Information Administration 
(EIA) had earlier indicated 
an average of $49/b for Brent 
in 2021. This is around 14 
per cent higher than the aver­
age for the fourth quarter of
2020. EIA expects that while 
inventories will remain high, 
it is anticipated that they will 
decline because of the rising 
global oil demand and lower 
than expected increase in 
OPEC+ oil supply. EIA fore­
casts Brent prices to average 
$47 A) in the first quarter of 
2021 and will rise to an av­
erage of $50/b by the fourth 
quarter. Unfortunately, the 
global oil market seems to 
be behaving differently.

Oil fututes •a.te much 
Wî hfer. range-
bound near $60 a barrel, 
a level around which they 
have gyrated for almost four 
weeks. The oil market is try­
ing to shake off near-term 
demand concerns regarding 
the resurgence of the virus

economic recovery process, 
this year. Nearly, 86 per cent 
of India’s annual crude oil 
requirement are met through 
imports. In 2019-20, India 
imported as much as 210 
million tonnes of oil, recod“ 
ing a four percent increase 
over the previous year’s 
level. The import cost was 
US$102.3 billion. India’s 
import of LNG spiked 17. 
percent to 33,680 Mil­
lion Standard Cubic Meter 
(MMSCM). India imports 
around 1.5 billion barrels of 
crude oil each year.

The rising crude oil prices 
would raise India’s over­
all expenditure and lead to 
higher fiscal deficit. The 
lower crude oil prices were 
a major contributing factor 
in the reduction of India’s, 
fiscal deficits between 2014 
and 2016. Earlier this month, 
the Indian currency fell 1.5 
per cent td Rs. 74.55 against 
the US$, witnessing the 
biggest one-day drop since i 
August 2019. OnApril 15, it . 
dropped further to over Rs, 
75 for a dollar. This is ignite 
ing overall price inflation as 
the costs of both production 
and transportation are going 
up. All oil transactions are 
paid in US dollars. Most 
oil-exporting countries peg 
their currencies to US dollar, 
As a result, a 25 percent rise 
in the dollar offsets a 25 pet 
cent drop in oil prices. The 
global economic uncertainty 
is keeping the US dollar 
strong.

The EIA oil price forecast 
2025-50, done early in the 
coronavirus pandemic last 
yedf,! Says'by 203$ 
demand is seen driving Breqt 
prices to $89/b. By 2040, 
prices are projected to be 
$ 132/b. By then, cheap oil 
sources may be exhausted, 
making it more expensive 
to extract oil. By 2050, oil

Articles and letters 
appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

as well as the easing in 
the global reflation trade. 
However, the Indian econo­
my is beset with fast rising 
Covid-19 infections, spike 
in inflation, falling factory 
production and shrinking 
value of INR. Rising crude 
oil prices are bound to hit 
further India’s economic 
growth prospects, this year. 
Only last month, oil briefly 
rallied toward $70 a barrel 
after OPEC+ chose not to re­
lax supply curbs even as the 
global economy pulls out of 
its pandemic-driven slump. 
It confounded widespread 
expectations that the group 
would loosen the taps.

Suddenly, major interna­
tional banks are hurrying up 
to upgrade their crude price 
forecasts. Saudi Arabia said 
that it would maintain its one 
million barrel-a-day volun­
tary production cut. Now, 
reported shelling of Saudi 
Arabian Aramco’s oil fa­
cilities by Yemeni Houthis at 
Jubail and Jeddah comes as a 
further shock, threatening to 
disturb a reasonable oil price 
stability during the rest of the 
year. Yemen’s Iran-aligned 
Houthis claimed it had fired 
17 drones and two ballistic 
missiles at targets in Saudi 
Arabia, though there was 
no immediate confirmation 
from Saudi officials. The 
slow rate of Covid vaccina­
tions in Europe and India and 
anticipation of additional 
supply of oil from Iran in 
the coming months partly 
capped price gains.

High global crude oil 
prices coupled with India’s 
punishing domestic system 
of levies on petro products 
by both the centre and states 
are bound to impact the

prices will be $185/b. EIA 
assumes that demand for 
petroleum flattens out as 
utilities rely more on natural 
gas and renewable energy. 
It also assumes the global 
economy grows around two 
percent annually on average, 
while energy consumption 
decreases by 0.4 percent a 
year. There are situations 
that could put oil prices 
even higher at $200/b. EIA 
forecasts Brent oil prices at 
$ 185/b in 2050 if the cost of 
oil production drops and it 
crowds out competing en­
ergy sources. But economic 
conditions could drive the 
price even higher. Such a 
price spurt over the next 
three decades looks rather 
frightening for India.

Import reliant India must 
chalk out programmes to 
drastically cut petroleum 
consumption without any 
further delay. Within a year 
after his swearing in as In­
dia’s prime minister, Nar 
rendra Modi had said that 
the country must aim to 
reduce its dependence on 
oil imports by 50 per cent 
over a 15-year period. Modi 
said India’s dependence on 
imports for 77 per cent of 
its “energy” requirement 
should decline 10 per cent 
by 2022, and 50 per cent 
by 2030. However, in real­
ity, India’s oil imports have 
been going up steadily until 
last year when Covid-19 
brought down its economy 
and consumption. It is a mat­
ter of grave concern that the 
government is yet to formu­
late a programme that will 
gradually reduce domestic 
oil consumption and import. 
(1PA Service)
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Meghalaya’s leadership crisis
WHETHER it is the country or the states, politi­
cians seems to have lost the plot. Political par­
ties in Meghalaya organised umpteen political 
rallies in the Garo Hills where thousands gath­
ered without masks; forget social distancing. 
It was only after the elections were over that 
the political establishment suddenly woke up 
to the health emergency facing the state when 
Covid returned with a vengeance. For over two 
months, it was evident that the mutant strain of 
Covid 19 had entered the country and caution 
was called for at that point. But since politicians 
had to gamer votes, all protocols were dispensed 
with. The number of active cases in Meghalaya 
is on the rise and about to touch the one thousand 
mark even as testing had dropped. It is logical 
to believe that if testing is ramped up then the 
number of Covid positive candidates would be 
much higher than shown.

The Director of Health Services has can­
didly stated that Meghalaya would not be able 
to handle 100 critical Covid cases at the same 
time since the healthcare system is not geared 
up for that kind of onrush. It is doubtful if 
NEIGRIHMS has the wherewithal to take on 
the task of managing Covid patients, mostly 
from Meghalaya since the Institute is admittedly 
facing funds crunch and manpower shortage. 
In recent times NEIGRIHMS has been treated 
quite shabbily by the Union Health Ministry and 
with Chief Ministers of the North Eastern states 
adopting a hands-off attitude this Institution will 
hit many roadblocks. Meghalaya Health Min­
ister, AL Hek has urged NEIGRIHMS to make 
do with available resources but considering that 
Hek is on the Board of this Institution, is it not 
his duty to advocate for it in Delhi? After all, 
the system in India privileges some states over 
others depending on political affiliations.

And then we have ambiguities within the 
MDA Government. While the Health Minister 
admits that crowding at election rallies which 
draw'huge crowds that are neither masked nor 
maintaining social distancing are what has re­
sulted in the Covid spike, the Deputy Chief Min­
ister of the state makes light of things and denies 
that such rallies have become super spreaders. 
Diversity of views are expected from people 
holding ideologically different positions but a 
lack of consensus within the MDA government 
on an issue as serious as Covid could hasten the 
crisis. A crisis demands that leaders are proac­
tive and not merely reacting to situations. In a 
crisis, leaders do a scenario building exercise of 
the possibilities that can occur so that several 
plans are kept ready for implementation. Do 
we have that leadership in Meghalaya? At the 
moment the leadership vacuum is both visible 
and palpable.

Indian citizens lost trust in the State over the years, but not in 
PM Narendra Modi can he privilege India over the BJP?

Time to depoliticise Indian police. It 
can be Modi’s Sudarshan Chakra

L e t t e r s  to t h e  E d i t o r

Different 
Covid 

protocols for 
politicians?
Editor,
After a year of anxiety 

and apprehension of the 
first wave of Covid-19, a 
second wave is staring at 
us and a lockdown appears 
imminent. With the spike 
in cases across the country, 
hospitals are overwhelmed 
with Covid-19 patients and 
staff are stretched thin. Many 
states have raised an alarm 
over shortage of beds and 
oxygen supplies. Schools are 
being shut down and night 
curfew is being imposed in 
different states. The econo­
my is already in shambles 
and another imposition of a 
blanket lockdown means the 
livelihoods of people will be 
destroyed. A micro lockdown 
is the way forward, keeping 
in mind that cases do not rise 
exponentially.

In February this year, 
India’s election authorities 
announced key elections in 
five states where 186 million 
people were eligible to vote 
for 824 seats. Campaigning 
had begun in full swing and 
a month later things began to 
unravel. India was in the grip 
of a devastating second wave 
of the virus and cities were 
facing fresh lockdowns. Just

when we thought our fight 
against the virus was over, 
it came back and hit us even 
harder. By mid-April, the 
country was averaging more 
than 100,000 cases a day. 
Despite the surge in cases, 
politicians continue to hold 
mass rallies across the coun­
try for state elections. Covid- 
19 norms are being flouted 
by thousands of people, thus, 
keeping everyone at risk.

Are Covid-19 guidelines 
just for citizens and not 
political leaders? Why are 
elections being prioritised 
when they could have been 
deferred? It is heart wrench­
ing to see images of dead 
bodies piling up at crema­
toriums and people losing 
their loved ones circulating 
on social media. For many 
families, it’s an endless wait 
before they even get a bed 
at a hospital or find a place 
for burial.

M eanwhile, the gov­
ernment at the Centre has 
been facing flak from the 
Opposition for not sensing 
the danger despite repeated 
warnings by experts. How­
ever, BJP leaders countered 
by stating that the elections 
cannot be blamed for the 
COVID spike. While poli­
ticians are involved in a 
spat for brownie points, it 
is always the citizens that 
eventually suffer.

Yours etc., 
Steven Marbaniang, 

Via email

The tragic loss of 22 po­
licemen in a Naxalite ambush 
in the jungles of Chhattisgarh 
on 4 April invoked memories 
of earlier such incidents with 
the worst being the loss of 76 
lives in Dantewada in 2010. 
As part of an old pattern, 
political and institutional 
homilies followed promises 
of revenge. One can be fairly 
certain that the matter will be 
officially investigated, and a 
politically patronised cover- 
up carried out, with only the 
lower-level officials facing 
the brunt. Life will continue 
as before, till another inci­
dent comes along, and the 
cycle will be repeated ad 
nauseam. The police leader­
ship will continue to promise 
solutions to politicians as 
long as their numbers are 
increased, and going by the 
recent raising of CRPF bat­
talions, financial constraints 
do not seem to come in the 
way of pumping up numbers. 
If only somebody educated 
India’s politicians that the 
qualitative inadequacies in 
the CRPF cannot be made 
good by numbers.

The bigger picture and the 
truth is that for a long period 
of time, nearly 4,000 square 
kilometres of territory in 
south Bastar was in control 
of the Naxals. In a recent in­
terview, the IG Police, Bastar, 
said that it has now been 
shrunk, but an area of 1,000 
square kilometres is still with 
the Naxals. The executive is 
fully aware of it. Parliament 
and the media have chosen to 
remain silent.

Running in parallel is 
l’affaire Param Bir Singh, the 
former DGP of Maharashtra, 
who after being sacked went 
to court complaining against 
former state home minister 
Anil Deshmukh. From what 
is publicly known so far, the 
role of the toxic underbelly, 
which is an admixture of 
corruption, criminality and 
political chicanery involving 
the nexus of political execu- 
tive-bureaucracy, seems all 
too evident. As details keep 
emerging, it seems that the 
political-police nexus was 
all-pervasive. It stinks.

No doubt, both these in­
cidents have completely dif­
ferent contexts. One is about 
the avoidable loss of lives in a 
situation of armed uprising in 
the tribal belt of central India. 
The other is about corrup­
tion and possible murder by 
the law keepers themselves 
under the tutelage of their su­
periors. Both these incidents 
may seem unconnected, but 
even a casual look reveals 
that the dramatis personae

Lockdown and 
our PM

Editor,
Prime Minister, Narendra 

Modi, on Tuesday April 20 
evening while addressing 
the nation, appealed to the 
State Governments to use 
lockdowns as a last resort, 
so that economic activi­
ties can continue. This is in 
sharp contrast to his own 
action to impose sudden and 
strict nation-wide lockdown 
on March 25, 2020, with a 
notice of just FOUR hours. 
This brought immense hard­
ship on the people of the 
country.

Tuesday’s appeal by the 
Prime Minister is a tacit ad­
mission of the grave mistake 
and hara-kiri created on the 
nation, over a year back. 
Recently, mass election ral­
lies were allowed to go on, 
and many of these were ad­
dressed by the PM himself. 
Moreover, a super-spreader, 
but avoidable, event like the 
Kumbh Mela was allowed to 
take place.

The Union Government 
continues to make mistakes 
after mistakes to ensure that 
pandemic spreads rapidly, 
and bring hardships to the 
people of the country. The 
country and its people de­
serve better.

Yours etc., 
D Bhutia 

Guwahati - 24

By Lt Gen Prakash Menon

remain unchanged, except 
they appear in different forms 
and contexts. Both incidents 
relate to politicisation and 
control by the executive of 
the police, and in both, the 
executive and the police lack 
accountability.

Lapses over and over
In the Chhattisgarh CRPF 

ambush case, the politicians 
have been deluding them­
selves and the general public 
that a closed-fist approach 
should be the main prong 
of their strategy. It com­
pletely ignores the fact that 
the tribal people are among 
the oldest residents of India 
that is Bharat. Many of their 
socio-economic grievances

apart.
In 2003, while examining 

the criminal justice system, 
the Justice Malimath Com­
mittee Report had stated: 
“The police system in the 
Country is functioning under 
the archaic Indian Police Act 
which was enacted in 1861 
for the perpetuation of the 
British Empire. The police 
now have an obligation and 
duty to function accord­
ing to the requirements of 
the Constitution, law and 
democratic aspirations of the 
people. Further, the police 
are required to be a profes­
sional and service-oriented 
organisation, free from undue 
extraneous influences and yet

The country cannot find its potential i f  the 
character o f elected leaders is moving steadi­

ly towards criminalisedprobityt the police 
deliver justice and the judiciary is ineffective.

are genuine and their ba­
sic human rights have been 
violated time and again. And 
that is how they came under 
Naxal influence.

Political incompetency 
has combined with gross 
operational stupidity of the 
police leadership to use large 
groups that can never re­
tain tiie element of surprise, 
which is the key to success. 
No wonder the CRPF, sup­
posedly the hunter, is often 
the hunted.

The political leadership at 
the Centre and the states must 
take responsibility for failing 
to implement reforms against 
politicisation and criminalisa- 
tion of police, deepening par­
liamentary oversight of the 
executive, jtiqal,
control by the executive, and 
the lack of accountability to 
the people. This is despite 
continued lapses and many 
studies and reports calling 
for reforms. The contents of 
the E.N. Rammohan report 
that examined the Dantewada 
incident in 2010 has never 
been publicly revealed.

The current Mumbai DGP 
case reveals the politicians’ 
nexus with pliant police lead­
ership to operate above the 
law. The N.N. Vohra Report 
of 1993 and many reports 
after have all flagged the link­
ages between the underworld, 
politicians and the bureau­
cracy. But any approach for 
rectification must deal with 
the criminal justice system 
of which the police is only

Why the 
frequent power 

cuts?
Editor,
Recently the MeECL an­

nounced that they will take 
strict action by cutting off 
electricity to those houses/ 
establishments that have not 
paid their dues for a very long 
time and that the step indeed 
is a necessary evil. The power 
situation in Meghalaya is 
very serious and defaulters 
need to be fined, punished 
and if necessary even taken to 
court because electricity isn't 
something that's free or cheap 
to produce. However, if there 
are defaulters in payment of 
dues there are also those who 
have been regularly paying 
their bills without any delay. 
They deserve uninterrupted 
power supply. But it seems 
like the Corporation has 
failed in that aspect. With 
over 10-15 power cuts daily 
lasting from a few minutes 
to several hours, even on a 
sunny day the consumers are 
losing patience.

Whether these power cuts 
are necessary or due to poor 
management is not known 
but MeECL has to ensure 
that those paying their bills 
regularly are assured of un­
interrupted power otherwise 
the Corporation has to refund 
us the money we invest in 
other sources of light such 
as inverters, candles, torches,

be accountable to the people. 
Besides, it is necessary to 
have a police force which 
is professionally controlled 
and is politically neutral, 
non-authoritarian, people 
friendly and professionally 
efficient.”

To be fair, all politicians 
and police leadership can­
not be tarred with the same 
brush. However, the number 
of politicians with criminal 
backgrounds have been on 
the rise, and calls for elec­
toral reforms to improve the 
quality of political leadership 
have been studiously ignored 
by all parties. In addition, 
there is a complete lack of po­
litical will to enforce police 
reforms despite the Supreme 
Court judgment;piore'than 
15 years ago. Political lead­
ers have increasingly chosen 
to rule by laws of their own 
preference instead of by the 
rule of law. With so many 
broken parts of the criminal 
justice system, some states 
have clearly empowered the 
police to deliver ‘justice’ 
through illegal killings. Both 
at the Centre and the states, 
neutralising political oppo­
nents through abuse of power 
vested in intelligence and 
investigative agencies -  that 
became a widespread prac­
tice with Indira Gandhi -  has 
in its recent manifestations 
become equally, if not more, 
malevolent.
Time for Modi to step up

In contemporary times, a 
large part of India’s citizenry

lamps etc.
We are in a contract with 

MeECL. If they are provid­
ing us electricity then we are 
also paying them money for 
that. By not providing us with 
uninterrupted power they are 
breaching that contract. But it 
is equally true that defaulters 
who don’t pay their electric­
ity bills regularly have also 
broken the contract and they 
should be punished for that.

Yours etc., 
Reakor Shisha 

Kharkrang 
Upper Shillong,

Will we see 
reforms in 
GHADC?

Editor,
Despite the chaos and 

protest from every comer of 
Garo Hills by some NGOs, 
the GHADC election has 
finally come to a close with 
the Congress Party emerging 
as the single largest party. 
The main reason for the 
protests and rallies was be­
cause political parties gave 
tickets to non-Garo to contest 
the GHADC election. This 
protest was felt throughout 
Meghalaya and nearly all the 
NGOs took part in protesting 
against those political lead­
ers who gave party tickets to 
non-Garos in GHADC elec­
tion especially against Chief 
Minister, Conrad Sangma as 
he is the national president

under the impact of Covid-19, 
seems to be under duress and 
is expecting the State to pro­
tect it, politically, economi­
cally and socially. They have 
lost trust in the State over 
the years. But they have not 
lost trust in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The pertinent issue is that 
trust in Modi is directly expe­
rienced as an emotion. How­
ever, the distrust of the State 
and its organs is like a bad 
odour that refuses to go away. 
This is not to say that certain 
sections of the citizenry are 
not culpable. They do not 
often fulfil responsibilities of 
citizenship. They may have 
learnt to survive by paying 
their way out of trouble. But 
with the example the State 
has normally been setting, 
the loss of trust of citizens 
in the Indian State does not 
augur well for India’s future. 
The country cannot find its 
potential if the character of 
elected leaders is moving 
steadily towards criminalised 
probity, the police deliver 
justice and the judiciary is 
ineffective. No amount of 
defence preparations against 
external enemies can protect 
the Indian State from this type 
of threat it may pose to itself. 
The threat is insidious. But 
the silver lining is that India’s 
main hope can be Narendra 
Modi.

But only if Modi, the im­
mensely popular leader, can 
privilege the Indian State over 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. It 
would require risking short­
term for long-term gain, with­
out any reassurance of how 
this will pan out for his own 
political survival. It requires 
a leap of faith. But lots of 
people now have blind faith 
in what Narendra Modi says. 
This can be his Sudarshana 
Chakra, a weapon he idolizes. 
Whatever he does, massive 
^public support is-assut&cL If* 
he announces a major process 
to reform India’s foundational 
systems like the electoral and 

, the criminal justice system, 
then the Indian State has a 
good chance to redeem itself. 
It might well turn out to be his 
lasting legacy.

Lt Gen Prakash Menon 
is Director, Strategic Stud­
ies Programme, Takshashila 
Institution, Bangalore and 
former Military Adviser, Na­
tional Security Council Secre­
tariat. Views are personal.

(This article has been 
republished with permission 
from ThePrint The original 
article appeared here https:// 
theprint in/opinion/time-to- 
depoliticise-indian-police- 
it-can-be-modis-sudarshan- 
chakra/642317/ )

of the NPP and also the Chief 
Minister. He had all the pow­
ers to decide whether or not 
to give tickets to non-Garos. 
If his party had refrained from 
setting up non-Garo candi­
dates then other parties would 
have followed suit. After the 
result of GHADC election, 
all the NGOs and people of 
all Garo Hills cheered for 
those candidates who won 
the election especially for 
Bernard Marak and Nikman 
Marak as they are well known 
for their leadership among 
the youth and because they 
supported the NGOs during 
their protest.

But we are shocked to 
see that Nikman Marak has 
joined the alliance led by 
the NPP -  the Party he was 
dead against before the polls. 
We are doubtful if a leader 
like him who had strongly 
opposed the corruption in 
GHADC under the NPP could 
serve the people. Now ques­
tions arise as to what made 
him join the NPP alliance. 
Is it Money or Power? How 
can Garos believe the NPP 
yet again after the previous 
EC led by it had not paid the 
GHADC employees’ salaries 
for 33 months?

Nevertheless, we Garos 
are keeping our eyes open to 
witness once again whether 
the present EC will be capable 
of reforming the GHADC in 
the coming five years.

Yours etc., 
Joshua Marak, 

Via email

PM and BJP state leaders have the 
duty to help CM overcome the crisis

Uddhav Thackeray 
tackling grim COVID 

situation in Maharashtra
By Sushil Kutty

Finally, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi took to the 
airwaves and addressed the 
pathetic and sad state of 
Covid-India. Some say he 
was goaded by Wayanad 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 
who nudged him with the 
statement “I’m no longer 
going to address election 
rallies”, and ex-Prime Min­
ister Manmohan Singh, who 
wrote to the Prime Minister 
and asked Modi to look at 
the whole Covid thing with 
a fresh pair of eyes instead 
of electoral-dust-blanked 
blinkers.

The most generous read­
ing of Modi’s transforma­
tion was “Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has finally 
come to his senses.” Till 
then millions of Indians were 
wondering and speculating if 
India had a Prime Minister! 
Electoral politics had been 
playing havoc with Covid- 
appropriate-behaviour and 
Narendra Modi was leading 
from the front, donning the 
Pied Piper’s hat, leading mes­
merized folks up the garden 
path while Covid numbers 
went from good, to bad and 
then ugly!

pandemic turning out to be 
a tsunami?

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi should have known 
that migrant workers every­
where had been piling into 
Railway Minister Piyush 
Goyal’s trains all the days he 
and Amit Shah were helping 
Bengalis and “outsiders in 
Bengal and Assam” spread 
the coronavirus at election 
rallies in West Bengal, As­
sam and places elsewhere. 
He should have known that 
India’s Covid numbers had 
been breaking records ev­
ery single day. If Modi did 
not know, the PMO needs a 
shake-up.

Modi should also know 
that Maharashtra Chief Min­
ister Uddhav Thackeray is 
under pressure like Arvind 
Kejriwal and Vijay Rupani 
and Baghel and Chauhan.’ 
Like every other state, Ma­
harashtra was also caught 
unprepared by the severe 
ity of the Covid-19 second 
waVe. There’s a shortage 
of everything, from oxygen 
to ventilators to hospital 
beds to essential drugs lik)& 
Remdesivir, which the BJ5 
allegedly wants to wholesale

April 20,10 minutes short 
of 9 pm, Modi shucked his 
God-given apathy and ad­
dressed Covid-nation Hin­
dustan. Turned out Modi was 
waiting for Ram Navami to 
come. And Kumbh Mela 
to lose steam. Could be he 
would have waited for even 
May 2, the every-vote-for- 
Modi (EVM) day. At least 
that’s what people are specu­
lating. That is, those who 
aren’t dying from Covid-19, 
or suffocating from Covid- 
induced lack of oxygen.

People who Modi now 
wants to follow Covid-ap- 
propriate behaviour, when 
he himself was giving the 
impression of flouting every 
Covid-appropriate behav­
ioral rule in the Coronavirus 
Survival Book. And, now, he 
has set up the Centre against 
the states, by asking the states 
to consider “complete lock- 
down” only as a last resort. 
This when every other state 
except Uttar Pradesh was 
contemplating some form 
and degree of lockdown 
to fight the deadly second 
wave.

Maharashtra, in particular, 
was talking of a complete 
and total lockdown. Chief 
Minister Uddhav Thackeray 
called a meeting of his min­
isters April 20 and they in 
turn left the final decision to 
him. In the meantime came 
Modi’s speech". Quite unlike 
in 2020, when he had rung 
in a nationwide lockdown 
with a banging of cooking 
utensils, this time around he 
wants no immediate and total 
lockdown.

Apparently, Modi does 
not want migrant workers 
to lose jobs and be forced to 
take the long and winding 
road home, like in 2020. But, 
didn’t he know that half the 
migrant workers had already 
left distant lands for distant 
homes while he was busy ad­
dressing Mamata’s castaways 
in West Bengal, unmindful of 
the free-run given to Covid- 
19? Did he not know that 
people were in panic mode 
with the second wave of the

and retail in Maharashtra. :
Apparently, ex-Chief 

Minister Devendra Fadnavis, 
the Leader of Opposition in 
the current Maha Assembly, 
can’t wait to wrest back the 
Chief Minister’s chair from 
Uddhav Thackeray, even if 
it would take a killer-pan­
demic and tens of thousands 
of vials of drug Remdesivir 
to do it. Fadnavis and the 
state unit of the BJP have 
allegedly been trying tb 
“buck” the system to ran 
Maharashtra’s healthcare 
affairs much to the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi Government’s 
displeasure.

All this when people 
have turned lackadaisical 
to Covid-appropriate be­
haviour, are shucking face- 
masks and shortening social 
distance. The IPL, the elec­
tion rallies far and near, the 
Kumbh Mela and the Prime 
Minister and Home Min­
ister’s election rallies and 
road shows giving Covid-19 
a free run in election-states, 
The BJP has a sizeable vote- 
bank and at least 20% o f it 
thinks Modi is God, so says a 
survey, that everything Modi 
does is divine!

Fact of the matter is, it’s 
not just the Prime Minister 
who had to be brought to 
his senses, a lot of what 
many BJP leaders are say­
ing and doing just doesn’t 
make any sense. Covid-19 is 
like rabies to them, some of 
whom don’t even know that 
they have gone nuts these 
days of the coronavirus. For 
example, Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Tirath Singh Rawat 
who compared the Kumbh 
Mela with the Markaz and 
said that there’s no need 
to worry, throw a tantrum, 
because the Kumbh was 
spread over 11 ghats while 
Markaz was just one hall 
choc-a-bloc! Then, there’s 
Alok Sharma, ex-mayor of 
Bhopal, who posed for a 
picture with half a dozed 
brand new hearses carrying 
the Covid-dead in Bhopal
-  for him it was photo-op! 
(IPA Service)
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Time to act fast
A sense of desperation grips capital Delhi and 
several other cities where the spread of Covid 
pandemic is at worrisome levels and hospitals 
have run out of beds, ventilators and oxygen 
supplies. There is also the problem of vaccine 
shortage but this is partly understandable. A 
second wave of Covid was only to be expected, 
but the central government was apparently not 
so sure about it to have taken adequate pre­
cautionary steps. Oxygen is so vital in treating 
the infected Covid patients facing respiratory 
problems. This is no time to nitpick but to act 
fast, affirmatively and decisively.

What’s understandable is that though India 
is a major vaccine producer, it is not possible 
to vaccinate one and all so soon. Three months 
ago the first vaccine dose was administered with 
around 13 crore doses being used — meaning 
one-tenth of the population was inoculated by 
one jab or the maximum of two on each of these 
persons, mostly of the upper age limit. In phases, 
the age limit was brought down to those above 
age 45 and further down to those above 18 from 
May 1. The need now is to overcome the short­
ages, arrest the spread and restore a modicum 
of hope. Strict implementation of the control 
protocols is a matter of first priority. India held 
back the Covid assault for several months after 
its eruption in March last, keeping things mostly 
under control even as the situation turned irre­
trievable in Mumbai and acute in Capital Delhi. 
The iterations of lockdowns did seriously hurt 
the national economy and now only localized 
lockdowns are advised depending on the acute­
ness of the problem. This was what should have 
been done in the initial phase last year too.

Of utmost priority is to save lives. Now, 
this principally means maximizing the oxygen 
production and supply even through the three 
extreme modes like “beg, borrow or steal” as 
the Delhi high court has advised the Centre. 
The nation has the capacity to produce adequate 
quantities of oxygen. It must enlarge the scope.
Tb*. T O ^ 9 & Y CTseas; f e $  M 4 8 ufelfft&
recent months, though this is in part the oxygen 
used for industrial purposes -  as different from 
the oxygen for medical purposes. Oxygen Ex­
press trains are reaching the supply to states in 
the fastest mode and Prime Minister Modi has 
come up with a three-point plan to overcome the 
crisis. This should work. Lidia having crossed 
the daily infection rate at the three-lakh mark is 
facing the grim prospect of outwitting the US 
and becoming the worst Covid-hit nation. This 
is time to act fast.

I
Semi-lockdown 

good but 
vaccination 

overdrive needed
Editor,
It is troubling to read 

newspaper reports of the 
unpreparedness of our state 
to meet the looming health­
care crisis of the Covid 
second wave. The director 
of NEIGRIHMS has fore­
warned the state authori­
ties of its fund crunch and 
manpower shortage, and 
its inability to cope with 
the impending upsurge of 
patients. According to a re­
port in the Shillong Times,
Apr 22, 2021, this premier 
institute of the region has 
not received funds to meet 
this contingency, either from 
the central or state govern­
ments. The hapless director 
of NEIGRIHMS has been 
bluntly told to, “not lose 
hope because the central and 
state governments are with 
them.” This is a meaningless 
reassurance because govern­
ment hospitals do not earn 
revenue and are dependent 
on the exchequer.

The Director of Health 
Services has admitted that 
the state cannot handle 1 0 0  

critical cases at the same 
time, and that only 111 ven­
tilators are available. Quite 
apparently, the nation and 
the state has failed to ad­
equately use the window 
of Covid decline to prepare 
for the second wave, which 
had already overtaken many 
other countries. No doubt 
sections of the irresponsible 
public are also to blame, but 
overall we have seen a stum­
bling performance from the

Covidl9 to Covid2.0: 
Did we learn anything?

authorities, not even suffi­
cient oxygen manufacturing 
capacity, except for Kerala.

For a poor state and a 
developing country, tertiary 
health care is too expensive, 
so the emphasis must be 
on vaccination. As per the 
Co Win portal, 1.69 lakh per­
sons have been vaccinated 
till date in Meghalaya. The 
eligible population as of now 
is about 6.5 lakhs, which 
means that only 25% have 
been vaccinated in the last 
almost two months.

From May 1, all those 
above 18 years will be eli­
gible for vaccination. The 
adult population in the state 
is about 20 lakhs. At the 
present rate of vaccination, 
a rough projection for this 
exercise would be around 
one and a half years.

The Government has in­
dicated that “The target is to 
vaccinate all 6.5 lakh eligible 
beneficiaries within a week 
or ten days” as reported in 
the Shillong Times, Apr 22, 
2021. It is good to read that 
more vaccination centres 
will be opened. The State 
must declare a time-bound 
plan for vaccination of all 
eligible adults. If twenty 
thousand a day can be vac­
cinated, all adults will be 
vaccinated in three months.

The State Government 
may have challenges of man­
power and logistics. In the 
medium term, the training of 
more health professionals is 
imperative. The two prom­
ised medical colleges for 
the state are yet to start. The 
State also needs to quickly 
set up more institutions for 
the training of public health 
and paramedical profes­
sionals.

Rather than bits and piec­
es planning and pronounce-

Just as we were all hob­
bling back to what we thought 
would be a ‘normal’ life 
albeit with masks on (at least 
most of us had not abandoned 
our masks despite the fall in 
Covid numbers), back comes 
the virus with a more viru­
lent strain. Sitting at home 
one hears the sound of the 
ambulance more frequently 
these days. Watching the 
news deflates whatever hopes 
one has accumulated through 
meditation and prayer. Yet 
one needs to connect to the 
world to know if hope is 
near at hand. Alas! Every 
day brings heartbreaking 
news. So many colleagues 
from the journalistic frater­
nity have succumbed to the 
virus while on their line of 
duty. Perhaps the vaccination 
regime started a bit late and 
as cynical humans we tended 
to listen to conspiracy theo­
ries that confirm our biases 
and delayed the vaccination 
further. Science tells us that 
while we may test positive 
after the vaccination the 
ferocity of the virus is tamed 
down. Call it a placebo effect 
or whatever but I believe that 
famous “mind over matter” 
philosophy/psychology. The 
mind has a powerful influ­
ence over the body.

An article in Forbes maga­
zine titled 'Mind Over Matter' 
the writer Alice G. Walton 
quotes from an interesting 
study by Stanford University 
to suggest that this may actu­
ally work when it comes to 
health. The study finds that 
just thinking you’re prone to 
a given outcome may trump 
both nature and nurture. In 
fact, the study reinforces that 
simply believing a physical 
reality about yourself can 
actually nudge the body in 
that direction. In their study 
the researchers focused on 
two critical areas, namely 
endurance during exercise 
and satiety during eating. 
For the endurance part, they 
did genetic testing on the 
participants to see whether 
they carried variants of a 
gene that make a person more 
or less prone to tiring easily. 
They also had people run on 
a treadmill to measure their 
endurance. Then, they ran­
domly split the participants 
into two groups, telling one 
they had the gene variant that 
made them tire easily and the 
other the gene variant that’s 
linked to endurance. Actually

ments, a cohesive plan is 
needed.

Yours etc., 
Glenn C. Kharkongor 

Via email

Let’s fight 
Covid unitedly

Editor,
As the second Covid 19 

wave hits our state again, 
it has sent the government 
and the administration into 
a tizzy. The medical in­
frastructure which was al­
ready overstretched is now 
once again spread thin and 
the Government is all out 
to tackle it head-on even 
though the funds are barely 
available. The citizens who 
were slowly getting back 
into a semblance of nor­
malcy are now again left 
staring at uncertainty and 
fear of the unknown. The 
enemy is invisible and one 
doesn't know who or what 
to fight or protect ourselves 
against. However this time 
let us rally together and take 
precautions. Let us follow 
all the necessary protocols 
and do our bit. For, it is in 
doing so that we will survive 
this worldwide pandemic. 
Let us be Covid heroes not 
Covidiots and in the process 
help ourselves to come out 
victorious.

Yours etc., 
Angela Lyngdoh.

Shillong -14

No lockdowns 
please!

Editor,
Lockdowns invariably 

stifle our lives. Of course, 
in exceptional cases lock-

By Patricia Mukhim

they had randomly divided 
the participants into these two 
groups, so some were being 
given accurate results and 
others the exact opposite.

When the participants ran 
on a treadmill again, their 
endurance changed measur­
ably. Participants who were 
told they had poor endurance 
genes couldn’t run as long. 
They stopped 22 seconds 
sooner and had poorer lung 
capacity, and their bodies 
didn’t rid themselves of car­
bon dioxide as effectively. 
Those who were told they had 
better endurance ran a bit lon-

it would not harm us to tell 
ourselves we can overcome 
some of the things we believe 
are ‘impossible’ to do. Per­
haps the worst assault to our 
bodies (and it is something 
that many are guilty of) is to 
be on social media far into 
the night and then sleep in the 
wee hours to wake up late the 
next day. I don’t think there’s 
a more harmful routine than 
this. Sleep at the right time 
is an important healer but so 
is waking up early and get­
ting that daily walk outside 
in the fresh cool air of the 
morning. And a walk is not

ger, regardless of what genes 
they actually carried. The 
result of the eating exercise 
was almost the same. Hence 
Alia Crum the lead author 
of the research whose lab 
has been studying how mind 
affects the physical body 
for some time, says that the 
mindset that you put people in 
when you deliver genetic risk 
information is not irrelevant. 
“The mindset of being geneti­
cally at risk or protected can 
alter how we feel, what we do 
and as this study shows, how 
our bodies respond.” Alia 
Crum says that for those who 
may not want to go through 
genetic testing, the study is 
a good reminder'6f the folk 
wisdom advice, “mind over 
matter.” She says the very fact 
that we believe something to 
be true (in this case that we 
have good genes) can help us 
run the extra mile.

So during these stressful 
times it might help to tell 
ourselves that we are capable 
of overcoming many of the 
health worries that we have 
accepted as our lot. While we 
can continue to be on medica­
tion and other health regimen,

downs may be imposed - as 
a “necessary evil”. So, we 
had better explore other 
available options to fight 
Covid-19 before clamping 
complete lockdown. To our 
great relief, even Prime Min­
ister Narendra Modi has now 
echoed similar opinions and 
seems regretful of last year's 
blanket lockdowns.

The continuous lock­
downs last year left millions 
of households in wretched 
conditions. Innumerable 
poor people died/ suffered 
not because of COVID but 
for various other reasons 
including starvation. Sadly 
there is no end to their woes 
and trauma till the date. The 
massive loss of employ­
ments had badly hit millions 
of citizens. Was it not a 
nightmare to have to under­
take the strenuous journey on 
foot from metro cities to their 
homes? Some even traveled 
the distance of 1500 Kms 
without food. Each poverty- 
stricken migrant worker has 
his/her own tragic story of 
suffering which we people 
living in luxury will never 
be able to imagine.

Frankly speaking, when 
such an uncontrollable and 
sudden mass exodus occurs 
in major cities, no one ever 
cares to follow the rules and 
regulations, let alone the 
COVID-19 precautions. The 
frantic crowds usually have 
no time to listen to words of 
wisdom. If we objectively 
analyze the resultant out­
come of the lockdown, it 
was a total failure with un­
precedented economic loss. 
To save some we had put the 
whole fortune of civilization 
at risk. How could we think 
of saving lives when our eco­
nomic resources drain away?
I believe we should not call

just a walk; it is also a quiet, 
contemplative time that does 
good to our souls. I know of 
many that took to this routine 
during the last one year. Let’s 
not give up these good habits 
when the world returns to its 
frenzy, post the Covid fear.

There are several personal 
lessons we have learnt. Many 
shared how they learnt em­
pathy and caring for more 
than just oneself and one’s 
immediate family or neigh­
bours but that the empathy 
extended even to those in 
greater need of our caring 
concern. Friends I spoke to 
say they fussed less over 
their appearances and Women 
friends said they dittaH think1 
jewelry or make-up was im­
portant and that they felt 
liberated by this feeling that 
they didn’t need to invest in 
these extraneous things when 
surviving the pandemic was 
all we were thinking of.

And now before we know 
it and are prepared afresh to 
deal with this bigger threat, 
there is need to remain calm 
even as we do our best to 
follow Covid protocols our­
selves and also influence oth-

for such situations that might 
lead to another bout of mass 
exodus of migrant workers 
and students. Let’s oppose 
the lockdown with “sensi­
tivity and prudence”. More 
than anything, the lockdown 
isolation unarguably con­
tributes to weakening our 
immunity to fight the Covid 
virus. Let’s not waste our 
breath on such measures that 
finally render us weaker and 
reduces our immunity.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

Schools 
violating Govt 

guidelines
Editor,
Apropos the letter, "School 

violating Govt guidelines", 
as a parent-teacher myself I 
agree with Patrick Kurbah’s 
submission. A school is an 
educational institution which 
comprises the management, 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff, students and parents. 
When the Government has 
declared that all schools 
within East Khasi Hills Dis­
trict are to close down for 14 
days, it includes teachers as 
well. But some schools are 
exempting teachers from this 
order on the plea that they 
have to take online classes 
from the school. Teachers 
gave their best in the first 
year of the pandemic and we 
are doing it well till date. In 
many schools teachers did 
not compromise the quality 
of education despite work­
ing from home so why are 
schools treating teachers 
as if they are the frontline 
warriors?

In your esteemed newspa-

ers to do the same. Wearing 
a mask is a huge behavioral 
change which is always dif­
ficult to achieve but achieve 
we must if we have to come 
out on top of the second wave. 
The DHS has bluntly told us 
that if a hundred people were 
to suddenly need critical care 
the system would collapse. He 
is warning us to take all pre­
cautions and not to be careless 
with our behaviour because 
that is what even the educated 
and well-to-do are guilty of 
sometimes. Remember the 
Greenwood resort marriage 
celebrations?

Not all is bad about the 
pandemic. Last year taught 
us that travel can be largely 
restricted and we can ac­
complish much through , on­
line meetings. Organisations 
saved money that they would 
have spent on their travel 
and on holding in-person 
meetings. But as far as online 
classes are concerned the jury 
is still out on what the impact 
on students is and the social 
rupture that the pandemic has 
caused. Families with small 
spaces found that they ran into 
each other to the point of irri­
tation. Violence against minor 
girls escalated and continues 
even today. The newspapers 
are replete with reports of 
murder and sexual assaults of 
school going girls. One would 
have thought the pandemic 
would change peoples’ moral 
compasses but it hasn’t

The work from home was 
fine for some but not so good 
for others. We griped about 
poor internet connectivity but 
forgot those who lost their 
livelihoods while we still held 
a job that permitted us to work 
from home. We also took 
for granted those Municipal 
workers who are continu­
ally exposed because of the 
demands of their job. There 
are people who serve us by 
delivering food and groceries 

: at QHndDorsteps wearing thsin 
PPEs. God bless their souls. 
Where would we be without 
this circle of selfless workers 
who don’t even demand much 
from us and who we forget to 
remember once we are out of 
the emergency drill.

This second wave must 
change us for the better for, 
human selfishness like our 
selfish exploitation of nature 
extracts a heavy cost and the 
pandemic could be the price 
we are paying.

I
per dated April 21,2021, the 
bold headline says, "Is State 
Prepared Enough?" But my 
question is -  “Are the School 
Managements prepared to 
risk the valuable lives of 
their teachers who leave 
their families and children at 
home everyday to take care 
of other people's children? 
Are teachers not human? Is 
risking our lives worth it? 
Schools which have asked 
the teachers to attend to 
their duties after the order 
was given also know that 
teachers cannot say ‘NO’ 
despite the alarming Covid 
cases as we have to feed our 
families. Will the school 
managements take the fall 
if teachers are sick? Many 
teachers in our state don’t 
have the luxury of coming to 
school in their own vehicles 
or to reserve a taxi. Hence 
they have to reach school 
via public transport which 
makes them vulnerable. It is 
not surprising that schools 
decided to ask the teachers 
to attend school after the said 
order but what is appalling 
is that the school notifies 
the teachers to attend school 
every day from 8:15 AM to 
3:30 PM when online classes 
start from 9:00 AM to 1:00 
PM. Teachers teach children 
to be disciplined and follow 
classroom rules and yet the 
school itself cannot follow a 
simple guideline which can 
save many lives.

Yours etc., 
Lamphang Sohkhlet, 

(a parent-teacher) 
Via email

A rtic les  and letters  
appearing on this page are 
the views o f the writers/ 
authors and not that o f  
The Shillong Times

US &Afghanistan

India in the 
lurch?
By Dr D.K. Giri

American President Joe 
Biden has set September 
2021 as the new deadline 
for the US troops to leave 
Afghanistan. The NATO 
soldiers will follow suit. 
Afghanistan government 
will be left to defend itself. 
President Ashraf Ghani Ah- 
madzai has reassured his 
country and other Afghan 
watchers that his govern­
ment is capable of defend­
ing the country’s security. 
This is more rhetoric than 
reality. His main adversary, 
Taliban, actively supported 
by Pakistan and its mentors, 
will prove to be stronger and 
savaging in revenge and re­
taliation, after the American 
withdrawal.

The grave concern haunt­
ing peace builders is where 
does this security vacuum 
leave India and Afghanistan? 
Contrary to some optimis­
tic observations made by 
experts that India will have 
options in post-US security 
scenario in Afghanistan, In­
dia will have to address new 
threats emerging from Kabul 
and Pakistan; Islamabad 
uses the former as its strate­
gic depth. Things do not look , 
propitious for New Delhi as 
it had not built any bridge 
to Taliban, and Islamabad, 
despite the latest track-2 
discreet negotiations, will 
seek to cause damage at the 
borders.

Afghanistan will re­
main highly vulnerable as 
America withdraws without 
putting any robust security 
alternatives in place. CIA 
Director William Burns, 
during a testimony to the 
Senate Intelligence Com­
mittee underlined this point. 
He said the security threats 
to Kabul and beyond Af­
ghanistan have not vanished 
and it would be difficult to 
gather intelligence without 
American troops on Afghan 
soib Christine Saif, a Scholar t * 
of South Asian political- 
military affairs said, ‘ISI 
wins, Afghans lose’.This 
is a telling comment on 
American’s decision to pull 
out its remaining troops from 
Afghanistan.

Reportedly, there are deep 
differences of opinion in the 
US about Biden’s decision 
to withdraw by September. 
He announced that he no 
longer wishes to continue 
America’s longest war and 
that the terrorist attack on 
twin towers in 2001neces­
sitated sending troops to 
Afghanistan. Since, those 
conditions no longer exist, 
there was no need to contin­
ue to station US troops. His 
supporters would contend 
that it was time to focus on 
China and Russia instead of 
Afghanistan.

Biden may be recall­
ing George Marshall, Army 
Chief of Staff, who had 
suggested the swift defeat 
of Nazism was essential be­
cause, “a democracy cannot 
fight a seven year war.” The 
war in Afghanistan is three 
times longer than that. Biden 
asserted, “Four American 
presidents have shouldered 
the responsibility of Ameri­
can troops in Afghanistan,
I do not wish to pass this 
burden to a Fifth president.” 
In US’s military engage­
ment with Afghanistan, it 
has spent USD 2 trillion, 
losing 2300 of its troops. 
Also 1,57,000 Afghans died 
fighting the Taliban mili­
tants and other mercenaries. 
America had deployed upto
100,000 troops, of which 
3500 remain. Supporters 
of Biden argue that US 
has done enough to secure 
Afghanistan and the peace 
process set in motion should 
materialise in the interest of 
all stakeholders. However, 
there is no discussion what­
soever about what would 
happen to India in security 
terms in post-bellum Af­
ghanistan. Critics of the 
Biden decision express deep 
worries. Republican Senator 
Lindsay Graham called it a 
disaster in the making. He 
warns that Biden may be 
paving the way for the repeat 
of 9/11 attack. Pakistan will 
have a field day in using its 
strategic depth in Afghani­
stan disrupting peace and 
security in the region. Bei­
jing may use the situation to 
its advantage.

The wheels of history ■ 
moved a full circle, when 1 
Pakistan, patronised by Chi- > 
na and Russia, is using Tali- 
ban to fight the Americans 
through the government in 
Kabul. The US used Pakistan • 
to fight the Soviet invasion . 
of Afghanistan; propped up ,• 
the Mujahideen with help 
from Islamabad. The US 
erred by militarily feeding . 
Pakistan as its frontline state 
against its arch rival Soviet 
Union. Now Pakistan is in . 
another camp, that of China, • 
which has replaced former 
Soviet Union as a challenger 
to American supremacy. The . 
other mistake US made is , 
not to have punished Paki­
stan severely for supporting 
Taliban and harbouring ter- f 
rorists.

Since America is not 
factoring the possible suf-/ 
ferance New Delhi would 
face, observers suggest that 
India should get its ducks in v  
a row. What are India’s op; 
tions? One school of thought . 
says New Delhi has spent , 
about USD lbillion on de­
velopment projects in Af­
ghanistan, and thereby has 
earned goodwill of Afghan 
government, public and the 
moderates among Talibak _ 
New Delhi could harness * ' 
that positivism for neutral­
ising any anti-India action . 
from Afghan soil.

Second, if India can bol* ' 
ster good relations with Iran? ‘ 
it can still influence the de­
velopments to a considerable 
extent in Afghanistan. Re­
call, New Delhi was devel­
oping Chabahar Port in Iran 
and the railway line onward " 
to Afghanistan. That would ‘ . 
give India access to Afghani* 
stan and Central Asia, Third, ’ \  
if New Delhi could keep ‘ ■> 
Russia in good humour with' 
its defense deals, the latter 1! 
may continue to support 
New Delhi in the region; i 
Apparently, Russia brings i 

in New Delhi in its equation', • 
with China, be it BRICS, ( 
or SCO, as counter-weight j 
to Beijing. So New Delhi ‘ 
should have some room for. ‘ 
manouvre.

One finds the foregoing 
forecast of India’s diploma- 
cy in Afghanistan quite opti- ' 
mistic. It is in fact unrealistic. 
strategic thinking. India has 
no more options than the [] 
QUAD plus the support o f , 
other friendly countries like . 
Israel, France and Britain,1 
Amongst these countries, ' 
US is critical to New Delhi’s 
security and prosperity. But ' 
intriguingly, both US and 
India are filtering in cement­
ing a robust partnership. If 
US is determined to build ’ 
New Delhi as a countervail ' 
ing power to Beijing in the ‘ 
region, it should folly nudge 
and support India. It should * 
give space to New Delhi to * 
have a political and security 
toe-hold in Afghanistan, thatt 
includes New Delhi building 
up friendly relations with 
Iran. Washington should . 
also have special economic 
and trade relations with New 
Delhi. Despite Beijing’s . 
border aggression, New ‘ 
Delhi does more trade with 
China than with US. Wash- < \ 
ington should not demand ' 
reciprocity on trade from , 1 
India as both countries are. 
not at parity of growth or 
near enough to treat each 
other as equals. Washington 
is also perhaps exasperated 
with India’s polity of non-. 
alignment, neutrality and 
multipolarity etc.

Likewise, New Dellif, 
has to make its strategies-* 
clearer than they are now.>  
Non-alignment is dead. Mul- '  
tipolarity in world politics is * 
impractical. The current ri- * 
valry is between democracy, 
human rights, rule-based or-. 
der on the one hand and au- >. 
thoritarianism, irredentism, ] ■ 
revanchism represented by 
China and Russia, and ter­
rorism propped up by their 
side-kick Pakistan. What is 
New Delhi’s choice? What' 
are the different poles of 
power to advocate for a 
multipolar world?

History is repeating with­
out a bloody confronta- . 
tion between the Allied an3 
Axis powers, the latter being 
China, Russia and Pakistan.' 
New Delhi should read the 
writing on the wall. INFA
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Lockdown a last resort
GOVERNMENTS across states are caught in a 
bind over whether to announce a lockdown or 
to resort to containing the virus wherever it has 
struck. In Meghalaya, the Opposition Congress 
has rightly expressed its concerns over a second 
lockdown even as memories of the first one 
in March last year continue to haunt the poor 
and destitute daily wage earners and all those 
engaged in sectors outside of the government. 
Most businesses have sunk and yet many who 
run hotels and guest houses have been paying 
their staff despite the loss of income from the 
sector. Tourism and its ancillary services are 
the most badly hit of all the businesses, more 
so because Meghalaya has a plethora of home- 
stay facilities created over the last ten years and 
which have remained unoccupied since March 
2020. It was only in November-December 2020 
that tourists trickled in. Now with the outbreak 
of the new mutant strain across the country it is 
prudent to stop the movement of tourists from 
outside the state for they could be asymptomatic 
carriers. But there is also the question of sustain­
ing those home-stay owners and hoteliers who 
through no fault of theirs have had to suffer a 
huge income loss and also loss of livelihoods 
for those employed by such hotels/home-stays. 
Policy intervention in this sector and funds infu­
sion is imperative.

Interestingly as soon as the District Admin­
istration announced a partial lockdown begin­
ning Sunday, people have begun to argue that 
some of the services listed as non-essentials 
are actually not so. It is instructive that in the 
age of digital technology, computer stores and 
their backroom repair sections would top the 
list of non-essential services. This, when edu­
cation is now conducted on the digital mode 
and important meetings and conferences are 
being organised online. Clearly there is a need 
for more discernment before pulling down the 
shutters o f any business. While clothes, shoes, 
garments, jewelry et al are dispensable at this 
juncture, there will be no dearth of people who 
would need to ramp up-their computers and 
mobi Ife phbftesGenerally dorrtjiuterautlet  ̂also 
store mobile phones and a repair section. The 
week-long shutdown is likely to play havoc 
with those who might require the services of 
computer stores. They include the lakhs of stu­
dents communicating with their teachers on the 
computer screen or on mobile phones.

That the second Covid wave is more virulent 
cannot be overstated and it is incumbent on the 
Government to contain the infection so that the 
health delivery system does not collapse as it 
has done elsewhere. Above all, this is a time 
for collaboration, not confrontation. Govern­
ment needs to consult better with responsible 
members of the public. Participatory decision­
making is what drives democracy. Besides, 
not all wisdom resides within the government 
system.

Dissecting Meghalaya’s Education Department
By Mayborn Lyngdoh R

Meghalaya was known 
as the educational hub of the 
entire North-east, if not the 
entire country. Students all 
comers of the seven states 
would throng to Shillong, in 
particular for higher educa­
tion, over the decades. The 
minute hand of the clock is 
now forced backwards. The 
once vigorous and passion­
ate Education System of 
Meghalaya first lost its fluffy 
feathers, then it’s strength, 
and lastly the significance of 
its existence. To amalgamate 
the flawed roots, would take a 
dissertation of half a lifetime. 
Hence I will only touch on 
the core of the system as 
stated in Meghalaya School 
Service Rules, 2012 and 
Meghalaya School Education 
Service Rules, 2012.

At one time the education 
system of Meghalaya rested 
gleefully on the shoulders of 
the able bureaucrat(s) while 
they relied on the technocrats. 
For the administration to run 
smoothly, it has to fall in line 
with the service rules, and the 
merit of their criteria to run 
the administrative framework 
without hassles. Let us take 
a look at the etymological 
and chronological ladder 
of the employees under the 
Meghalaya School Service 
Rules, 2012 and Meghalaya 
School Education Service 
Rules, 2012.

The Meghalaya School 
Service Rules, 2012 divides 
the service into two groups 
that is, Senior School Service 
and Junior School Service:

Senior School Service: 
Grade I:V ice-P rincipal 
(HSS), Assistant Headmaster/ 
Headmistress, Assistant Lec­
turer (HSS) Assistant D.I. of 
Schools (to be re-designated 
as Additional SDSEO),and 
Assistant DAEO/Assistant 
DSEO.

Grade II: Sub-Inspector 
of Schools, Assistant Teacher 
(SS)(Graduate with B.Ed), 
District Science Supervisor, 
Technical Assistant Science 
Education, Drill/Drawing 
Teacher (Graduate),SEO/ 
LSEO(Graduate), Assistant 
Teacher (Graduate with B. 
Ed/without B. Ed) teaching 
in both UPS and SS of amal­
gamated schools, and Head 
Teacher of UPS (Graduate).

Junior School Service:
Grade I: Head Teacher 

of UPS/Sr. Basic Schools 
(Under graduate/PUC), As- 
sistantTeachersUPS/Sr.Basic 
Schools (Graduate),Drill- 
cum -D raw ingM aster in 
UPS/Sr.Basic Schools, and 
Hindi Teacher, UPS/Sr.Basic 
Schools (Graduate).

Grade II: AssistantTeacher, 
UPS/Sr.Basic Schools(Under 
G ra d u a te /P U C )S E O / 
LSEO(P.U.Passed), Hin­
di Teacher, UPS/Sr.Basic 
S choo ls (PU C ), C raft 
T eacher (PU C ), C raft 
Instructor(Matriculate with 
Diploma Certificate in Craft 
from recognised Technical 
Institution/National Trade 
Certificate, and Drill/Draw­
ing Teacher(PUC)

Grade III: Head Teacher, 
LPS/Jr.Basic Schools, As­
sistant Teacher,(Matriculate/

HSLC Passed) Craft Teacher 
(Matriculate/HSLC Passed) 
Craft Instructor (Non-Ma­
triculate with Diploma/Cer­
tificate in Craft from recog­
nised Technical Institution), 
and SEO/LSEO(Matriculate/ 
HSLCpassed).

The first cracks in the 
Meghalaya School Service 
Rules, 2012 appeared with 
the inclusion of the Higher 
Secondary Section with the 
Secondary Section set-up. 
It has been argued that since 
the proportion of the service 
staff of Secondary Sections is 
overlapping with the Higher 
Secondary, therefore, 75% 
promotion is for the Grade
II Senior School Service 
including the Asst. Teachers, 
while 25% is for the Asst. 
Lecturers. Let us pay a little 
attention to the first ascending 
promotional flaw.

Grade III of the Junior 
School Service can climb up 
to Grade I provided they fit 
the criteria. Then, Grade I 
(Head) can upgrade to Grade
II of Senior School Service 
and

Grade II to Grade I (Head) 
while just being graduates. 
Owing to the defects in the 
rule book, most by-pass the 
promotional process from 
Grade II to Grade I of Senior 
School Service. Logically and 
moralistically, the ones being 
promoted from the lower 
ranks should have first held 
the office of the Asst. Head, 
however they are propelled 
to the position of Vice Prin­
cipal by default. With time, 
all the Grade I of the Senior 
School Service will again be 
promoted to Junior Grade
II post of School Education 
Service (i.e. SDSEO/ Head­
master/Headmistress of the 
Secondary School/Special 
officer. This further allows 
them the privilege to be pro­
moted to Junior Grade I, and 
the process continues until 
they reach the position of the 
Additional Director of School 
Education Services.

The ladder of promotion 
at the lowest level in the 
Junior School Service in the 
Meghalaya School Service is 
transparent, precise and well 
drafted. Howpver,, .when we 
move to the Senior School 
Service, there seems to be a 
purposeful disinterestedness 
on the part of the bureaucrats 
and the framers of the rule- 
book. Qualifications and Ser­
vice Record -  It is baffling as 
to why there are no set rules 
for Asst. Teachers to upgrade 
to Vice Principal as the re­
quired qualification for Asst. 
Lecturer is higher. In the same 
school, an Asst. Lecturer with 
a higher qualification and a 
longer service record is serv­
ing under a person who had 
initially joined under Grade II 
with a fresher service record 
because they enjoy the 75% 
quota whereas the latter enjoy 
25%. What is more baffling 
is that Grade II of the Senior 
School Service continues to 
enjoy the 75% while holding 
the office equivalent to the

gL e t t e r s  to t i le  l . d i t o r

Information 
technology 
an essential 

service
Editor,
Information technology 

(IT) has played a huge part 
in our lives over the past 
30 years and it's role rising 
exponentially every year to 
the level we are at today. 
This is especially true today 
as we live through a global 
pandemic that is ravishing 
our country with the second 
wave. It can be easily argued 
that IT is one of the major 
tools we have in our fight 
against Covid 19, having 
shown to effectively help in 
breaking the chain of virus 
transmission by letting us 
work remotely.

Yes, today from schools 
to colleges to offices, IT is 
indispensable, especially in 
our current situation, which 
is why it was a surprise to 
see the Government listing 
computer and repair services 
at the very top of it's list of 
non-essential services that 
would be closed from April 
26 to 2 May, 2021.

Where are people to go 
if their devices have to be 
replaced or repaired? Are 
their children to miss online 
classes in that case? How 
will businesses function or 
submit taxes in case of a 
failure? Even government 
offices need technical sup­
port in that sense. What if 
one has to attend a meeting,

and their camera konks off? 
We need our devices work­
ing more than ever today, 
and it makes no sense to 
mark IT services as a non es­
sential commodity. Instead, 
I request the Government to 
reconsider its decision and 
instead ensure that SOPs 
are adhered to strictly and 
diligently, and allow these 
services to function.

Yours etc., 
V Khongwir, 

Via email

Tackling the 
Pandemic

Editor,
The war to fight the sec­

ond wave of COVID-19 
has just begun and we as 
responsible citizens must 
create our protective shield 
against the virus by wearing 
masks, using hand sanitizers 
and maintaining social dis­
tancing. Creating awareness 
among the masses about the 
adverse effects of the virus 
and how to combat it is the 
need of the hour. Apart from 
the COVID vaccine, we can 
self administer the vaccina­
tion of "immunity" by eating 
healthy and hygienic food 
and doing regular exercise. 
Though tourism and public 
transportation faces a tough 
challenge at present, it is 
expected that tourists and the 
commuters follow the guide­
lines necessary to combat 
the deadly virus. Moreover, 
artists can enact plays to 
show the adverse effects 
of the viral strain and the

emotional pain it causes our 
near and dear ones. UNITED 
WE STAND, so in these 
tough times we must sup­
port, care and cooperate with 
each other for a better world 
in the future. Through the 
columns of your esteemed 
daily, I request the citizens to 
follow COVID appropriate 
behaviour.

Yours etc., 
Partha Pratim Duarah 

Nazira (Assam)

TMC has 
delivered good 

governance
Editor,
No praise is enough for 

Nobel Laureate, Amartya 
Sen for boldly affirming the 
quality of governance under 
Mamata Baneijee, especially 
in an environment where be­
littling her has turned into a 
national "obsession. Indeed, 
on the welfare front, with 
special emphasis on rural 
infrastructure, food security, 
health of children and girls, 
the TMC government has 
worked wonders despite fi­
nancial constraints. Looking 
after the basic interests of the 
common people especially 
the weaker section is the first 
duty of a welfare state and 
on this yardstick the TMC 
government deserves high­
est marks. No wonder why 
despite zealous projection of 
"Gujarat model of develop­
ment", the much-maligned 
Bengal fares much better in 
social index of development,

children’s health being just 
an example, than that much- 
hyped Western state where 
"Vikas" needs to be hidden 
behind the "Trump Wall"!

It is also a feather on the 
cap of Baneijee whose great 
humanity-driven governance 
has been appreciated by hu­
manitarian economists like 
Amartya Sen! No wonder 
the United Nations hon­
oured Banerjee for highest 
public service while the US 
and Netherlands saluted her 
for initiating various social 
schemes beneficial to the 
common people! Surely 
those international organisa­
tions and Western countries 
are controlled neither by 
Baneijee nor TMC!

How can the merchants of 
hatred, who no nothing bet­
ter than mosque-breaking or 
communal slogan-chanting, 
even think of appreciating 
people who are sane, good 
and the epitome of humani­
ty! So both Sen and Banerjee 
are equal "enemies" in their 
poisonous eyes and mind 
which can't see anything be­
yond temples, statues, luxury 
trains and the "Holy Cow." 
And they can't think of a bet­
ter label than anti-national 
for anyone who differs with 
them.

Sen has accurately por­
trayed that since 1946, Ben­
gal has not seen such a strong 
fanning of the dangerous 
flames of communal divi­
sions as is being witnessed 
today. Could it be envisaged 
even a few months ago also 
that the sons of the soil Ben-

Asst. Lecturer via promo­
tion. This allows them to be 
eligible for quick successive 
promotions moving higher 
up the ladder as stated below 
according to the Meghalaya 
School Education Service 
rule, 2012-

S e le c t io n  G ra d e :  
Director(Cadrepost of IAS/ 
MCS) Senior Grade I : 
Additional Director, Senior 
Grade I I : Joint Director, 
Senior Grade III: Deputy 
Director/District School 
Education Officer), Junior 
Grade I: Additional
District School Education 
Officer/Special Officer(Sc.)/ 
Principal (Higher Secondary 
Schools, Junior Grade II: 
Sub-Divisional School Edu­
cation Officer/Headmaster/ 
Headmistress/Special Officer 
Apart from the post of the 
Selection Grade: Director 
(Cadre post of IAS/MSC), 
all the criteria for all other 
positions are not specified. 
Moreover they can be at­
tained through promotion 
or direct appointment by the 
MPSC. The dilemma here is 
that it has bred many immoral 
practices by opportunistic 
people in power to turn the 
law in their favour. On April
15,2021, the Education Dept 
released the promotion list of 
the different posts as recom­
mended by Departmental 
Promotion Committee -

Going through the list,
I found that two persons 
(whose names I will not men­
tion) who had been recently 
promoted in the month of 
June, 2020 to the position 
of the Vice Principal have 
again been promoted to Sub- 
Divisional School Education 
Officer (SDSEO) in April,
2021, while Asst. Lecturers 
who are due for the position 
of the SDSEO/Headmaster/ 
Special Officer, continue to 
fall back in line.

Rule 19 Confirmation (a) 
of the Meghalaya School 
Education Service rule, 2012 
clearly states that“he/she has 
served not less than one year 
in the post in which he/she is 
to be confirmed”.

Further, in Rule 17 se­
niority (b) of the Meghalaya 
School SeifiSce Rules; 2012^ 
says“Provided in any cadre 
a member appointed by pro­
motion shall be senior to a 
member appointed by direct 
recruitment, where such ap­
pointment falls under the 
same year”.

The discrimination of the 
Asst. Lecturers under the 
Senior Service Grade I under 
the direct recruitment of the 
MPSC with a Post Graduate 
Degree is notorious. With a 
service record of over two 
decades or more, the Asst. 
Lecturers are neglected while 
others enjoy double promo­
tion. Furthermore, the Entry 
Point -  When Junior School 
Service Asst. Teachers from 
Upper Primary Level are 
upgraded to Grade II Senior, 
their entry date is counted 
from the time of joining 
office from Grade II of the

galis would be "demonised" 
as "Pakistanis" just because 
of their Islamic credentials 
with none other than the 
Chief Minister of the state 
being addressed as "Begum" 
for her "sin" of treating all 
communities on an equal 
footing? It seems Gujarat 
and Uttar Pradesh have been 
implanted in Bengal ! So a 
Muslim muezzin to a Hindu 
boy can now be beaten up 
in Bengal for not chanting 
"Jai Shri Ram"! If this is 
the picture even before their 
assumption of power in the 
state, then what horror would 
be inflicted upon Bengal if 
they gain power can well be 
imagined.

Bengal is today at a very 
crucial crossroad of history 
and if the Bengalis adhere to 
the noble words of Sen then 
Bengal should never be a 
party to such a degeneration 
where human beings are be­
ing judged by their religion, 
caste or nationality only!

Yours etc., 
Kajal Chatterjee, 

Kolkata-114

Of insidious 
ideologies

Editor
I am writing to express 

my deep appreciation and 
gratitude to Kajal Chatterjee 
for the spirited letter (ST, Apr 
14, 2021), critiquing BJP 
and its hypocritical pseudo­
feminism, especially on the 
question of an abomination 
like the practice of Sati. I am 
grateful too for the defense

Senior School Service, while 
the service of the teachers 
who start from the Grade II 
Senior School Service re­
mains unclear.

Asst. Lecturers entry point 
is Master’s with B.Ed. while 
that of the Asst. Teachers is 
B.A. B.Ed. How can the Asst. 
Lecturers be clubbed into the 
same category with Grade
II with lesser qualifications, 
while some of the Grade II 
of the Senior School Service 
can take the role of Grade I 
(Vice Principal), a designation 
higher than the more qualified 
Asst. Lecturers? There are 
no prerequisite qualifications 
for Grade II, Senior School 
unlike in the Junior School 
Service to go to the Senior 
School Service Grade II (as 
mentioned above).

They can even appoint 
as Vice Principal a person 
without a B.Ed. while only 
being a graduate as mentioned 
above in the Senior School 
Service Grade II. All promo­
tions under the Meghalaya 
School Service Rules, 2012 
are given by the DSEL (Di­
rectorate of School Education 
and Literacy) while promo­
tion from Senior Grade I of 
Meghalaya School Service 
Rules, 2012 to Junior Grade
II of the Meghalaya School 
Education Service Rules, 
2012 is done by the Education 
Department.

It can be concluded there­
fore that the genesis of the 
flaws, the confusion and cha­
os in the system are partially 
because of the DSEL. Hence 
most technocrats holding the 
post in Meghajaya School 
Education Service right from 
Junior Grade II up to senior 
Grade I come from Grade
II of the Meghalaya School 
Service Rule, 2012 without a 
formidable and formal crite­
rion for promotion. This is a 
major loophole!

Though the Selection 
Grade post is held by the 
IAS/MCS most subordinate 
officers and technocrats are 
originally from Grade II of the 
Meghalaya School Service. 
Therefore, to protect their 
positions, the requisite quali­
fications have been intention­
ally neglected. The question 
we would like to ask now is, 
why can’t the Selection Grade 
0>fflCer not overlook 
these simple Service Rules 
which are in shambles? Are 
the bureaucrat(s) so blinded 
by favouritism and partiality 
that they can even forego the 
dignity of their position? Or 
is it that they only enjoy the 
position, and salary without 
having the decency to work 
respectfully? Or are they left 
helpless without an ounce 
of fight in their veins over a 
graduate(s) way below par 
of their intellectual pinnacle. 
Education has been revered, 
respected and loved. Great 
men have lost and sacrificed 
their lives for knowledge and 
education. Alas! the education 
of today is politicised and 
DISGRACEFULLY gambled 
by learned men and women. 
What a Shame!

Email: maybomlyngdoh@ 
gmail.com

of Raja Ram Mohon Roy. 
Morally questionable forms 
of anti-colonialism have led 
to an equally dubious search 
for authenticity. In response 
to westernization, morally 
repugnant desires to return 
to roots are plaguing India in 
the form of insidious ideolo­
gies. That people succumb 
to these ideologies, regard­
less of the putrid quality of 
the roots sought, is deeply 
troubling.

Yours, etc., 
Deepa Majumdar, 

Via email

Justice served 
for Floyd

Editor,
Justice is served for 

George Floyd . The jury’s 
decision to unanimously 
convict Derek Chauvin for 
the murder of George Floyd 
who pressed his knee into 
the neck of George Floyd , 
an unarmed black man for 
8 minutes and 46 seconds. 
This deadly use of force has 
reinvigorated a huge public 
debate about police brutality 
and racism. When it comes 
to policing in the United 
States it is far from living 
in a just society that is free 
from systemic and structural 
racism. US police reforms 
are urgently needed.

The conviction is a monu­
mental victory in the fight 
for racial justice and human 
rights in the United States.

Yours etc., 
M Haque (Advocate) 

Shillong -6

He will be transparent and driver 
of digital technology in courts

Expectations from 
CJI-designate, 

Justice NV Ramana
By Parsa Venkateshwar Rao Jr

There is speculation 
about what sort of Chief 
Justice of India Justice NV 
Ramana would make. “He 
is not the kind of judge who 
will clash with the executive. 
Nor is he likely to cause 
ripples through his legal 
pronouncements. His will be 
a quiet term,” said a lawyer 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

Justice Ramana will be 
sworn in as the 48th CJI on
24 April. He was appointed 
as judge of the Supreme 
Court on 17 February 2014 
and will retire on August 26,
2022.He had a brief stint as 
a journalist with a leading 
Telugu newspaper and en­
rolled at the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court bar in 1983.

He was additional stand­
ing counsel for the central 
government and the Indian 
Railways at the Central 
Administrative Tribunal 
(CAT).

He then became the Ad­
ditional Advocate General of 
Andhra Pradesh and subse­
quently a permanent judge 
of the Andhra Pradesh High 
Court in 2000.

It can be called a quiet 
journey, during which he 
honed his knowledge and 
skills without drawing the 
limelight. He was at the 
Andhra Pradesh High Court 
for 13 years and Acting 
Chief Justice of the High 
Court for two months.

He became Chief Justice 
of the Delhi High Court in 
September 2013 and got 
elevated to a judge of the 
Supreme Court in February 
2014.

The CJI is also a Master 
of the Roster who decides 
the lists of cases and their 
assignment among Supreme

offfie Master of ffie Rosier 
often gets criticised for opac­
ity and lack of objectivity. 
One particular criticism is 
that it does not list ‘conten­
tious’ matters at all. Whether 
the CJI-designate changes 
this during his term is yet to 
be revealed.

F or instance, petitions that 
challenge the abrogation of 
Article 370, the Citizenship 
Amendment Act, 2019, and 
the electoral bond scheme 
did not get a hearing during 
the tenure of Justice Ra- 
mana’s predecessor. These 
petitions are pending despite 
constitutional importance. 
Justice Ramana’s legacy will 
depend upon whether he will 
take up “contentious” cases 
such as these three.

As the head of the Col­
legium, his immediate task 
would be to fill the vacan­
cies in the Supreme Court. 
Will he bring the other four 
judges of the Collegium on 
the same page to break the 
impasse in the Collegium 
will be something to watch 
out for.

CJI-designate Ramana 
does not seem to generate 
high expectations that he 
will be a judge in shining 
armour. He is not your high- 
profile judge who will stride 
like a colossus.

CJI Koka Subba Rao 
made a name for himself 
when he pronounced in the 
famous Golaknath case that 
Article 368 (which lays 
down the procedure to 
amend the Constitution) 
does not empower the Parlia­
ment to amend Fundamental 
Rights. But Justice Ramana 
is expected to be a low-key 
CJI.According to observers 
in the legal fraternity, he is 
not the kind of person who 
would create constitutional 
storms through his judg­
ments. Perhaps that is an 
impertinent view, for he may 
surprise all, as Justice Subba 
Rao did in the Golaknath 
case.The one case that seems 
to be on every mind is the 
Jammu and Kashmir internet 
connection case. In it, Justice 
Ramana ruled that freedom 
of speech and expression 
and the freedom to practice 
any profession or carry on 
any trade, business or oc­
cupation over the internet is 
protected by Articles 19(1) 
(a) and 19(l)(g).

A senior counsel speak­

ing on condition of anonym­
ity says, “He [Justice Ra- . 
mana] does not believe only 
in abstract and theoretical 
interpretation of law. He is ■ 
aware that the law has to deal 
with people’s problems. And 
he sees the function of law as 
a means to help people.”

The senior counsel fur­
ther explains: “He does not - 
belong to the elite group of . 
judges. He comes from a • 
different background with 
an experiential touch of life.*
He understands people, and 
he can sense who is genuine ' . 
and who is not. He Andhra- • 
sympathises with the plight • 
of the people who knock orf . 
the doors on the doors of 
the Supreme Court and seek 
justice.”

Says ajoumalist who has • 
reported from the Delhi High 
Court as well as the Supreme ■ 
Court, and who has observed 
the ways of Justice Ramana; • 
“He has sympathy for the ■ 
poor and he has always tried - 
to help them. He has'created 
a fund from which to help 
the families of people who 
had been languishing ifi • 
prisons when he was execu- . . 
tive chairman of the National ’ 1 
Legal Services Authority.; . \ 
He is not the kind of judge ■ „» 
who would deliver brilliant *' 
judgments replete with wit .1 
and wisdom, knowledge of . 
law and literature. His term 
would be a quiet one. He will 
not take up cudgels on behalf.. 
of the judiciary against the •. 
executive.”

However, he also praises , 
Justice Ramana as one of ’. 
the few judges who are at 
home with technology. “He , 
is at home with technology 
compared to many of his •. 
fellow judges in the Delhi 
High Court as well as ip . ; 
the<Si*preme Court* 
an efficient administrator,'’ | 
he says.

Justice Ramana also won , 
the hearts of the members . ■' 
of the Delhi High Court 
Bar Association through his 
administrative abilities. He 
is considered a master court 
administrator. Says a lawyer •; 
who had argued many a case 
before Justice Ramana at the 
Delhi High Court, “He is a 
superb administrator, and he 
has proved his credentials on 
this point when he was the 
chief justice of the Delhi 
High Court. That is why, the 
Delhi High Bar Council As­
sociation had passed a reso­
lution condemning Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister Jag- 
anmohan Reddy’s letter to 
Chief Justice Bobde against1 
Justice Ramana. The Delhi 
High Court lawyers valued - 
Justice Ramana.” >:

During his time as chairr 
man of the judicial academy, 
he organised a conference,.. 
for the first time in India, of - 
judicial officers of all ranks, * 
police officers, correctional 
services authorities, juvenile 
justice boards, advocates, . 
prosecutors, womens’ organ­
isations, social groups and • 
media representatives for a . 
dialogue on the menace of 
sexual assault on women.

His recommendations 
based on the dialogue in the 
conference made it to the 
Justice Verma Commission, * 
thus helped reshape the ad­
ministration of criminal jus7 
tice. He had also organised - 
the first Public Prosecutors . 
Conference while at the . 
Andhra Pradesh High Court , 
He has authored many pa- . 
pers, including one on global ■ 
legal education, which got . 
much attention. ‘ "

He is keen on judicial , 
reform and favours Alternate 
Dispute Redressal mecha­
nisms. He is all for regional. 
languages as a means of . 
justice delivery.

He is a staunch advocate , ■ 
of personal freedoms and , > 
liberties. He was on the 
Supreme Court bench that /  
ruled that even under the dra­
conian Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), it 
is possible to consider a bail 
plea if a trial was not pro- . 
ceeding. The bench observed 
that an accused could spend 
more time as an undertnal . 
than even the likely sen­
tence. (1PA Service)
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1971 War through 
the Camera Lens

By Vishnu Makhijani

Ace photographer Raghu Rai 
was only five years into the 
profession when the Bangla­
desh liberation struggle erupted in 

March 1971. He was dispatched post­
haste by The Statesman newspaper to 
record the exodus of refugees, they 
would eventually number some 10 
million, as they streamed into West 
Bengal and neighbouring states to 
escape the atrocities being committed 
by the Pakistani Army.

He could immediately empathise 
with the refugees being a child of 
Partition himself when he and his 
family were uprooted from their 
Jhang hometown in what is now 
Pakistan.

Rai w orked at a furious pace 
sending back images after images 
which the newspaper faithfully car­
ried, making him a household name 
in India and unfolding the horrors 
that marked the liberation struggle.

But then, tragically, his entire 
body o f  negatives was lost, till they 
were recovered, quite by accident.

The outcom e is "Bangladesh: 
The Price o f Freedom", published 
by Niyogi Books to mark the 50th 
anniversary o f the creation o f Ban­
gladesh as an independent nation.

"I got involved m yself in the 
sense that in 1947, when my family 
and I were uprooted from Pakistan, 
we came to India as refugees."

"Because the newspaper needs 
one or two pictures every day, my 
own environment and being a refu­
gee myself, I got involved watching 
the plight o f  the refugees from East 
Bengal and their sufferings."

"And then these negatives were 
lost. They were put into some big 
bundle somewhere and never saw 
the light o f the day," Rai told IANS 
in an interview.

"Then suddenly  one day my 
assistant, who was scanning my 
im portant photos, said, ‘Here is 
this packet of photos of Bangladesh 
refugees'. And I said, ‘Really?' This 
was after 40 long years that we dis­
covered it.

"M eanwhile, you know, many 
pho tog raphers from  around the 
world had come and take pictures 
o f  Bangladesh refugees, like Don 
McCullin from the Sunday Times

had done a feature, a very good 
feature."

"And I thought, ‘What a great job 
he’s done!' And then he had done a 
quick book and I said, ‘Very good!' 
And I had forgotten about my own 
work. And then I see my work after 
40 long years, and I said, ‘My God, 
it has its own intensity and message 
that needs to be shared.

So then, I spoke to the relevant 
people and that's how the book came 
about," Rai explained.

What were his thoughts as he once 
again studied the images and made the 
selections for the book?

"You see, there were two really 
important points, one is that in 1971,1 
was just five-years-old as a photogra­
pher. I was madly, deeply involved."

"But I was so young as a photog­
rapher and then I had seen the work 
of Don McCullin and, you know, he 
was 11 years senior to me. And then I 
discovered my photos and compared 
my work."

"And I thought, ‘Let me put it out 
in the public domain because I have 
done it'.

"So, I discovered that even if  I was 
only five-years-old as a photographer, 
the intensity and the suffering that I 
had managed to cover was so power­
ful and moving that I thought I must 
share this," Rai elaborated.

And what an era this recreates! 
The stories are perhaps not un­
known, but are retold by a master 
storyteller- the refugee camps, the 
exodus, the never-ending journey, 
a whirlwind o f poignant, tormented 
history.

And finally, a new nation, a new 
tomorrow. "Bangladesh: The Price 
o f Freedom" contains never before 
seen photographs which comprise a

significant body of work document­
ing a turning point in the history of 
South Asia by someone who was 
there from the beginning to the 
end.

In the final denouement, after 
General Sam Manekshaw, ordered 
the army to move into action on De­
cember 4, 1971, Rai drove with the 
first column that headed the attack, 
towards Khulna through Jessore 
Road, which the Pakistan Army had 
already abandoned.

"The first 40/45 kilometers were 
easy but then, as we got closer to the 
Khulna sector, we were greeted by 
artillery fire with airburst their artil­
lery was locating the enemy with the 
help o f informers on wireless and 
closing in on targets."

"We were located and ambushed 
the airburst caused casualties, as 
we were moving in the open," Rai 
writes in the book.

"I photographed some o f the 
wounded soldiers being taken away. 
But the question was how many 
such photographs could I possibly 
take? The next set of victims could 
be us."

"The major who was conducting 
me wanted me to move to safety. 
We ran for half a kilometre in a 
safe direction. I saw a chai shop and 
relieved, ordered tea and biscuits, 
pleased that I had a close encounter 
of an actual war, had taken action 
photos and escaped!"

"I was stretching-myself-ea-the- 
road when one bullet flew past me. 
The m ajor shouted for me to lie 

, down. I did and another bullet went 
past me."

"I crawled back to the shop and 
was told by the shopkeeper that the 
Pakistan Army was on the other side

of the rail track, just half a kilometre 
away.”

"This was probably the shortest 
war fought and won by any nation.

This was also due to the fact that 
the local population in Bangladesh 
had become hostile to the Pakistan 
Army. The Indian Air Force did the 
rest. By day 12 of the war, on De­
cember 16, 1971, 93,000 Pakistani 
soldiers had surrendered to the In­
dian Army.”

"I flew into Dhaka in an army 
helicopter to witness scenes o f ju ­
bilation and humiliation of victory 
and surrender. Indira Gandhi's bold 
decision, General M anekshaw 's 
masterstroke and General Jacob's 
strategic planning had brought an 
end to nine nightmarish months of 
brutality and terror rapes, torture and 
dehumanisation o f Bangladeshis, 
the price they had to pay for their 
freedom," Rai writes.

This book is one of four being 
published by Niyogi Books to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the Bangla­
desh war.

"The liberation o f Bangladesh 
in 1971 was like a geo-political 
earthquake. No sensitive person in 
publishing or in any other profes­
sion could avoid its huge ramifica- 
tions.As a publisher, we thought 
o f documenting this event through 
different books because of an inner 
urge. There was no grandstanding or 
expectation of a future commemora­
tive event. This is how the books, 
‘B angladesh:The Price o f F ree­
dom ’, ‘Sheikh M ujibur Rahman’ 
and ‘Blossoms in the Graveyard’ 
came about," Trisha De Niyogi, 
COO and Director, Niyogi Books, 
told IANS.

"Simultaneously we are bringing 
out a unique book to commemorate 
the celebration. This is a first-hand 
report by a rookie Calcutta jour­
nalist from The Statesman, who 
accom panied the M ukti B ahini 
fighters at different places in the 
then East^Bengal.Later..onT h& also- 
trailed the Indian Army when the 
latter got seriously involved in the 
liberation War. The book is titled as 
‘Bangladesh Liberation War: Report 
from Ground Year’ and the writer 
is Manas Ghosh," Niyogi added. 
CIANS)

International 
Art Exhibition 

in Milan

M a d h u r i  S r ik a n th ,  an  al platform . This festival apetts •
Indian-origin artist w ith doors to possibilities o f showcaS*-

roots in Telangana, has ing art in a different light, with
received a special invite to show- colours becoming the messengers
case her works at'R om antica', an o f thought and memory. ' ■
in terna tional art exhib ition , to  By setting an example, I would
be held at Italy 's M ilan between also like to encourage more girls
April 23 and May 2. o f  Indian origin born or living

M adhuri is the lone Indian art- in the US to make painting their ’
ist to be invited to showcase her manner of expression," said Mad- *
works at the exhibition organized huri on getting this invitation,
by M .A.D.S., a contem porary art Born in Nalgonda, Madhuri i s *
gallery, located in one of the main a self-taught painter, and believes v
M ilan districts. canvas is her medium to express

A re s id en t o f  Cary tow n in her dream s. Insp ired  from  her
North Carolina (USA), Madhuri m other's Rangoli as a kid, Mad-
has been  in v ited  to  show case huri started dealing with colors
three o f her works at the exhibi- from a young age.
tion. The innate talent in M adhuri ■

T hese in c lu d e  "B en ev o len t was recognised during her days
B uddha" (A cry lic  p a in tin g  on in  schoo l, when she rece iv ed  ■'
a clay board), "Golden Geisha" accolades at the national level, ~
(Tanjore painting with .22 carat and ever since there has been no •'
gold, sem i.-precious stones ac- looking back,
com panying w ith poster colors A m other o f  tw o, and Vice."!
on wooden panel) and "Shadow P re s id e n t, at the  p re s tig io u s  !,
Sway" (Tanjore painting with .22 Truist Bank (USA), Madhuri h|&
carat gold, sem i-precious stones, developed strong command ovdr 

, and Swarnvski crystals a c c o m -v a r io u s  fQxm&ofpainting^:mlh=_~.-.
panying w ith  poster co lors on out any formal training. "
wooden panel). From color portraits, to *

The three works have a sale ra ls, from  sand art to Tanjorfe ,
price o f $2,000 each."I consider p a in tin g s , M adhuri has done J
this has a great opportunity for some exceptionally great works -
me to showcase the traditions and in at least six forms o f paintings,
culture o f India on an intem ation- (IANS)

" .. _ ..- ...............

Eudaimonia: Ana Romero on 
fighting stereotypes through A r t }

B y S. R av i

T he o n g o in g  A na R o m e­
ro s  s o lo  v i r t u a l  sh o w  
on I n d ia  I n te r n a t io n a l  

C en tre s  w e b site  in  c o l la b o ra ­
tio n  w ith  th e  P o rtu g u ese  E m ­
b a s s y  C u l tu r a l  C e n tre ,  g o es

b e y o n d  a e s th e t ic s  r e q u ir in g  
r e f l e c t io n  an d  d e l i b e r a t i o n .  
The P o r t u g a l - b a s e d  a r tis t  is a 
teach e r w hose p assio n  is p a in t­
ing and has been e x h i b i t i n g  her

a rtw o rk s sin ce  2003.
The ex h ib itio n  is ti t le d  "E u­

d aim on ia"  and w ill be on t i l l  
A p ril 25.

" E u d a im o n ia " ,  s ta n d s  fo r  
h a p p in e s s  fo r  th e  G re ek s  or 
the good  p e rfo rm an ce  o f  th e ir  
dem on and th is  is ach iev ed  by

ev o k ed  for.
"T h is  w o rd  d e f in e s  in  t o ­

ta l i ty  m y w o rk s  on  d isp la y . 
In s im p lif ie d  te rm s it m eans

s e i f - r e a l i s a t io n ,  d o in g  w h a t 
one lik es ."

E lab o ra tin g  th is  p o in t, she 
s a y s ,  "I am  lu c k y  to  b e  a 
teach er and I like to teach . And 
th a t is to  look  at the w orld  and 
in te rp re t it th ro u g h  tech n iq u es 
th a t  can  be  ta u g h t ,  su c h  as 
p a in tin g .

O ne can  a lso  o b se rv e  and 
a s s im i la te  th e  w o rld  in  a n ­
o th e r  w ay, th ro u g h  d raw in g , 
the  p r im o rd ia l  form  o f  co m ­
m u n ica tio n ."

T h e  13 w o rk s  on  d is p la y  
m irro r v a ried  and co n flic tin g  
em otions o f  life  in c lu d in g  jo y  
and sorrow . The o il on canvas 
"H ope" is a p o s itiv e  p a in tin g  
d ep ic tin g  longing  and ex p ec ta ­
tio n , "Je Suis Ton" is sad and 
b loody . L ik ew ise , "H ate M e, 
H ate Me N ot" draw s a tten tio n  
to conven tional norm s o f  b eau ­
ty, "A fter the P arty"  tak es  the 
v iew er to a d iffe ren t p lane as 
it b rin g s to  the fore em otions 
o f  a young g irl. "In my w orks 
th e re  is a lw ays c o n tra d ic tio n  
and th ese  help  in h ig h lig h tin g  
em otions,"  rem arks R om ero.

Talking about her creative act 
o f  p a in tin g , R om ero says, "the 
creative  act serves as ca th arsis  
fo r th e  b ro k e n  d re a m s , s a d ­
n ess, h ap p in ess , in n e r g row th , 
the u g lin ess  o f  the w orld . By 
p o rtray in g  the w o rs t, I let the 
best grow  in m e. U nlike  O scar 
W ilde 's  'T he P ic tu re  o f  D orian  
G ray ', I am the one who w ill 
get old  and n o t my w orks as 
they w ill rem ain  con tex tua l for 
all tim es!"

One is s im ply  s tru ck  by the 
re p e a te d  u se  o f  a n im a ls  and 
b ird s  in  the  p a in tin g s . W hile

" B a c o n ’s O ra n g e  1", "D og" 
and "A m orperro" show  a dog, 
"B aco n ’s O range 2" p o rtra y s  
c a ts  an d  " B ird "  a n d  "R e d  
A larm " d e p ic t a v ian s . " A n i­
m als , lik e  dogs and ca ts  are 
o f  sp ec ia l s ig n ifican ce  to the 
hum ankind . E ven though  they  
have liv ed  nex t to hum ans for 
c e n tu r ie s , y e t th ey  are o ften  
m is trea ted ."

W hen asked  i f  these  w orks 
are sym bolic, Rom ero says yes. 
"The dog is a sym bol fo r f id e l­
ity, som eth ing  I cherish .

B irds rep resen t freedom  and 
th e ir  d ep ic tio n  in 'R ed A larm ' 
and 'B ird ' is ju x ta p o se d  w ith  
a h u m an  f ig u re  to  show  d i ­
chotom y in our life ."

Rom ero is also keen to h ig h ­
lig h t s e l f  th ro u g h  her w orks. 
B oth "Ana R om ero" and "Alice

In W onderland" in the show are 
exam ples o f  th is. The fo rm er 
show s her face p a rtia lly  as the 
in n o c e n t  eye lo o k s  th ro u g h  
you, the la tte r  show s the  a r t­
is t, ag a in  w ith  only  one eye 
v is ib le  as the o ther is covered  
by tum bling  fig u res .

"It is not ju s t in these p a in t­
in g s  b u t in  o th e rs  to o  I am 
th e re , i f  n o t to ta l ly  th e n  at 
least part o f  me.

The re a so n  w hy o n ly  one 
eye is v i s ib le  is b e c a u s e  I 
don 't w ant to reveal everything 
abou t m y se lf ,"  she ex p la in s . 
E lab o ra tin g  on "A lice In W on­
derland" she d isc lo ses , "W ell, 
A lice is the exact d esc rip tio n  
o f  me: I live in my own bubble 
and crea te  my own peop le, in 
my p a in tin g s ."

E ven  th o u g h  her a r tw o rk s

d ea l w ith  h u m an  em o tio n s*  
R om ero  w an ts  h e r  c re a tio n s  
to draw  v iew ers ' a tten tio n  and 
m ake them  in tro s p e c t  ab o u t 
d iffe ren t issues. H er "Hate Me, 
H ate  M e N ot" show ing  a fa t 
p e rso n  w earin g  b lack  g lo v e ? , 
p rec ise ly  does that.

"I g rew  up in  the n in e tie s  
w hen  m o d e ls  w ith  h o u rg lass  
f ig u re s  w ere co n sid ered  per-* 
fe e t. E ven  in  2021, th ey  ar^ 
s till  considered  p erfec t, idea} 
and suprem e. Women can 't 
perceived as fat and hence they 
are not allow ed to be one, and 
those who w ere, w ere looked  
down upon," she rem arks. ;

She says re a d in g  Is la m is t  
fem inist w riter Fatem a M ernissi 
changed her insight about genj 
der issue. , ,

R o m ero  b e lie v e s  th a t her* 
w orks are u n iversa l in nature 
and w ill s tr ik e  a cho rd  w ith  
view ers all over the world. "I 
tru ly  believe that an 'a rtis t' has,’» 
to  'ad d ' som eth ing  in h is/her-, 
w orks, not ju s t im itate reality, 
b ecau se  fo r th a t cam era  and 
m obiles phones are there."

There is more to art than ju s t 
aesthetics. "I believe in convey­
ing id eas, co n cep ts , f ig h tin g  
stereo types, defending values, 
ju s t ic e .  From  an ea rly  age I ( 
felt that being a woman I had ' 
to behave in a certa in  way in 
society. I'm not a fem inist, I'm 
a person  who happened  to be 
born a woman and who always 
refused to iron a m an's clothes. 
I've never done it! And I portrait 
what I know the best: the female 
universe."

Well look at her works, you 
agree with her! (IANS)
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Unique art show to 
boost Kerala Tourism
L okam e T haravadu , a m a­

jo r contemporary art show 
fea tu rin g  267 a r tis ts  and 

over 3,000 art works including 
assemblages and installations that 
began last week in A lappuzha, 
has the potential to transform the 
dynamics o f cultural tourism, ac­
cording to tourism  stakeholders 
and planners.

The show, curated by artist Bose 
Krishnamachari and organised by the

of Alappuzha as a destination.
"For the tourism industry, it spot­

lights the destination in an entirely 
different perspective.

For the tourists, Alappuzha was 
always a boarding point, a backwater 
destination, houseboat destination 
and most importantly, an excursion 
destination.

This event makes a very compel­
ling pitch to use Alappuzha as a des­
tination not merely for a houseboat

Kochi Biennale Foundation, which 
also organises the Kochi-M uziris 
Biennale.

It is also a celebration of the heri­
tage o f Alappuzha, where a string 
of museums have been planned by 
Alappuzha Heritage Projects under 
the guidance of Muziris Heritage and 
funded by Kerala Tourism.

The event is being held at five 
different venues and from Saturday, 
will now open for the public, but 
under very strict Covid protocols.

Additional Chief Secretary, Cul­
tural Affairs, Planning and Economic 
Affairs, V. Venu, said for a variety 
o f reasons this project is a game 
changer as it extends the footprint

cruise, but to stay back to spend 
a night or two at the destination 
absorbing its culture and history," 
said Venu.

Alappuzha is often referred to as 
the Venice of the East.

"The event also puts the spotlight 
on the built heritage of the city, on 
its by lanes and many bridges and 
the quaint precincts where the event 
is being held, revealing the many 
layers of Alappuzha's history and its 
rich cultural interface.

I believe that the event would 
become a catalyst through which 
we will see Alappuzha re-branding 
itself and re-positioning itself as a 
destination worth more than a cruise.

From a cultural point of view, this is 
a great example of adaptive re-use.

We are only starting to do this," 
added Venu.

Conservation architect Benny 
Kuriakose said that they embarked 
on the ambitious project to conserve 
the built heritage of Alappuzha for 
the future generations.

"We also thought there is great 
educational value in these spaces 
which served as coir factories and 

warehouses.
These are nothing but 

attempts to tell stories from 
our past and the linkages of 
the place with the maritime

» trade," said Kuriakose.
Tomy Pulickattil, Manag- 

‘ ing Director of Pulickattil 
Houseboats and a stakehold­
er in tourism industry, said 
that it is not just the tourism 
industry that is looking at 
the show with great hopes.

"The people here have 
also great aspirations re­
garding the project. The 
benefits brought in by the 
Biennale in Kochi are. known 
to everyone.

I am certa in  that this 
w ould lift A lappuzha as 
a destination and provide 
it a new orientation," said 
Pulickattil whose company 
owns a dozen houseboats.

Venu also feels that from 
an art point o f  view, the 

event is a godsend for young art­
ists.

"To get this kind of exposure, to 
get this kind of platform for exhibit­
ing their works and to be seen and 
commented and reviewed by the best 
in the art world, like a never-before, 
never-again kind of chance.

This event plucks brilliant young 
people just out of wilderness and 
places them squarely before the 
world.

That is an amazing effort because 
it is transformational in many ways 
and is going to change a lot o f 
people's lives," added Venu.

The event ends on June 30. 
CIANS)

Help at hand for 
AIS aspirants

R enowned Indian mytholo- 
gist Devdutt Pattanaik has 
now turned his attention 

to aspirants for the Indian civil 
service with his new book "Indian 
Culture, Art and Heritage" to show 
how the amalgamation of the three 
elements have created, built and 
resurrected Indian society from its 
inception.

"Art and Culture as a subject is 
a very significant aspect for the 
UPSC Exam ination. Apart from 
its value in attempting objective 
questions in Prelims, it also acts 
as a reflection of how well students 
understand the world, economics, 
p o litics , c iv ilization  and so on 
through the lens of time and space," 
Pattanaik said at the launch of the 
book here on Tuesday.

"I am proud to have launched 
this new book on Art and Culture 
with Pearson India, which is a care­
fully designed text that is classified 
by themes, geography, history and 
helps students understand the logic 
behind culture and what all it en­
compasses.

I hope that it will prove to be 
enjoyable & entertaining for read­
ers, enable students to be winners 
at the competitive exams, and help 
shape the future bureaucrats of our 
country," he added.

"Indian Polity", another book 
aimed at civil service aspirants, 
was also launched on the occasion. 
Authored by Sriram Srirangam and 
Rohit Deo Jha, it covers important 
chapters on the Indian Constitu­
tion, its sources and Amendments, 
Directive Principles of State Poli­
cy, Fundamental Rights and Duties 
and Acts related  to it, E lection 
Commission and Schedules.

Rajesh Pankajashan, D irector
- Products & Portfolio, Pearson 
India, said: "Millions of aspirants

------%ni rrn n»n»ym ." n i i i j !'------------ ——

across the country prepare for civil 
services every year.

As per the data from CSE, as 
many as eight lakh students ap­
peared for the civil services exam 
in 2019, which is considered the

dent that the aspirants would have 
a one stop solution for their exam 
preparation and achieve the win­
ning edge."

Along with the new titles, Pear­
son India is offering an app (an-

m ost w idely taken exam in the 
country. "Therefore, it becomes im­
mensely important for students to 
have access to top quality resources 
and technique to ace the exam.

Pearson India's content in Civil 
Services is known for being the 
w orld  class and now w ith  the 
launch of new blended bite-sized 
learning resources with renowned 
authors D evdutt P attanaik  and 
Sriram Srirangam, we are confi-

droid and iOS) which will provide 
a blended learning experience to 
students and brings the learning 
content in an innovative bite size 
format which will be made avail­
able to the aspirants on the daily 
basis.

Pearson  Ind ia  is p artnering  
with eminent content creators for 
this app and will be offering the 
resources free to the aspirants, the 
publisher said. {IANS)

‘Star - Gazing’
By PL Ajai Bhambi Sunday, APRIL 25,2021

Venus square Saturn on your solar return chart and it wiH give you mixed results 
for the whole year. You w il be tested and wiH be putting in your efforts to get the 
things moving. You wiH be under stress and at times lose patience also. But don't 
try to be over ambitious with your plans otheiwise they may prove counterproduc­
tive. New job offers w it come but they wR not be to your expectations. You need 
also to be wise in your business dealings otheiwise you may be betrayed and will 
face financial losses. It win be tffficu lt for you to get back your money. However 
your superiors in the office would be understandable and would support you 
futy. You w i also get unexpected support from friends and family members. This 
w i keep you going.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You will enjoy mental peace and bliss. New sources of income 
wiH get explored. You will also get money from somewhere. You 
win work with dedication and sincerity. And new job offers will 
come to you. The matters relating to your family will get resolved. 
You will also meet old friends and it will make you feel relaxed 
and happy. Your business w ill flourish. You w ill also make 

V , ' l  changes in your lifestyle. You will also recover money that was 
struck somewhere. AH the judicious investments made during 
this period win prove to be profitable. You will also make friends 
with people in authority. You can also enter into new love 
relations leading to marriage.

Tatnus: (April 21 - May 21)
Your time is very favorable. You will have good relations with 
your bosses. Your ideas and plans w il get implemented. You wiH 
also be given additional responsibility. Some change in job 

^  f  profile is indicated. Your colleagues w il work w il you in team 
spirit However, due to your strict attitude some may not like you. 
Change your attitude there is s tM tim e o re fse yo u w in b e le ft 

I f  * 1 alone. You wW also develop religious inclinations and feeling of 
spirituality win grab you. You wW use everything from letters to 
internet with them. Your health wiH reman perfect You will also 
enjoy better financial position. Those who are single w ill get 
marriage proposals. You w il crave for love and affection from 
your loved ones.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
The time is resu# oriented. You will be getting good job offers 
and business proposals. People related to print, electronic 
media, advertisement and international business w ill be suc­
cessful. You w * be completely relaxed during this time. The time 
will be spent peacefully with your closed ones. You will pay 

T K j l  attention to your investments. Good business prospects are in 
m R i  store for you. Your spouse will be a source of inspiration and 
™  keep guiding you. You wiH understand the value of time. You wiH

also continue facing the reality of this worid. A huge change will 
happen in your life. Your worries and tension will get removed. 
You will ate) make new friends who will prove to be an asset in 
hour of need.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
It is a very promising week for you. You will achieve your targets. 
Your popularity at workplace will increase. You could be pro­
moted in your job. You will also have financial stability and 
strength. Your self respect and dignity will increase. Your col­
leagues will perform every task in office after consulting you. 
There will be stability in your career. Your efforts for acquiring 
money will be successful. You will also get benefits due to the 
change in your life. This will ensure that you have a happy and 
secure future ahead. You w ill also enter new romantic ties 
leading to marriage. You will keep your relatives happy. You will 
also participate in fun activities. You will strike a balance be­
tween work and happiness.
August 23)
Time will be highly beneficial for you. Some auspicious function 
wiH take place and you will enjoy your tone with your family. Due 
to your busy schedule in your work you will be a bit tired. But yet 
you will complete your task. You will take proper care of your 
health. You w# also be enthusiastic about something which will 
make you happy. You will achieve your targets. Do not engage 

T  yourself in any kind of extra woifc at this time, otherwise you may 
get nothing except trouble AH work will get completed as per 
your plan. You will also win an award. You will take part in a 
special event. Your efforts will bring good results. Marital life will 
be cheerful. You may also plan for an outing altogether. Time is 
very favorable.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
It is an official victory day. You will get an important post. All your 

_  held up work w * get completed. Your financial condition will also
improve. There is yog for promotion in your job. Time is very 
favorable. Senior officers will be very supportive. You will begin 
a new work. Days will bring joy and wealth. You will get success

t i l

Lao: (July 23 '

in every work. People associated with technical jobs w il reap 
more benefits. You w il get benefit from your inheritance. You w il 
be able to focus on your work. Yourself confidence w il be high. 
You w il meet new people with the help of your friends. Your 
messed up tasks w il improve. There are chances of you going 
on trips. You w il spend your true having fun with your friends 
and dose people. Politics may attract you. You w il also get 
success in business.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
Some veiy positive developments w il take place. You w ll get a 
woik order from abroad. Those who are in business may enter 
into new partnership or association which w ill be beneficial. 
Your importance at your woik w ll increase. Your wort< condition 
w il be better and you w il spend your time enjoying yourself. At 
your workplace keep your important documents ready. You may 
clinch a favorable business deal. You need to lim it your ex­
penses. You will also get good support from your spouse. You 
will spend some quality time with him/her. You will get blessings 
of your elders. Students will keep performing well. You w il also 
receive the full support of your parents and in-laws. 

Scorpio:(October 24 - November 22)
The start of the week will be pleasant. These are good days in 
terms of money. You will be happy. You win also hear a pleasant 

u  u  news. It wiH cheer you up. You will also do all your official work 
seriously. You will also be able to create harmony among the 
people around you. Your home atmosphere w ill be peaceful. 

, 1  You w ll also search for new options in your business. These are
important days in terms of your reputation. You w ill set an 
example for society by your worthy and noble deeds. Your 
financial position w il keep on improving.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
The whole week is going to be pleasant Your financial position 
is going to be strong and stable. These are money acquiring 
days. You wiU be busy in doing some adventurous work. You wiH 
also show your potential through your work. This is the time to get 
recognized for your efforts. You wiH also fulfill new planning and 
hobbies. You w ill give importance to everything. This is an 
important time from the point of view of worldly and spiritual 
perspective. You w ll also receive profits in your investments and 
there are also chances of promotion in your job. You wiH achieve 
good results and the condition of studies for students will be 
favorable.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
Time is in your favor and you need to make best use out of it. You 
will enjoy with your family and friends. You wiH do lot of shopping 
for yourself and your closed ones. You w ill also receive an 

s ' .  expensive gift. Your seniors will be impressed by you. You w il
experience positive changes in your life. Take utmost care in 

j | H  legal matters. Work will dominate your mind but you will complete 
M  »  it. You can also enter into new romantic relationship. You will 

also make great efforts to revive relations. You will remain at the 
top in matters of love. Keeping aside your ego wiH enhance your 
work, name and fame. Take adequate care of your health. There 
is possibility of growth in personal and professional life. 

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
You will peacefully complete your tasks. Your family w il support 
you and your children will care about your feelings. It is time to 
gain victory in your work. Your financial condition wiH improve. 

•   ̂ During this time all your incomplete tasks will be completed. You
w ill get good job/business offer. The balance between your 
work and family life will be improvement in your health. You w ll 
also meet old friends and will be lost in your memories. Your self 
respect will be high. You will get success in politics and legal 
matters. You could get involved in charitable activities. You will 
also get new job opportunities.; you will be victorious over new 
plans.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
You will change decisions that you took in haste and will have no 
regrets in doing it. Work that was stalled will get completed with 
the help of dear ones. Your respect in the social sphere will 
increase. Love mates will enjoy each other's company. You will 
discuss something vital with your mate. You will also respect 
feelings of others. There will be an improvement in your financial 
condition. You will also understand the feelings of your col­
leagues, otheiwise you will repent later. Your strong personality 
will leave a mark on officials. There will be an increase in your 
business. Meetings with people will be beneficial. You will be 
connected to the internet. Your efficiency will be commendable. 
New contacts will be beneficial. You will get the desired success. 
You could plan a short journey with partner.

Social activism 
through art

By Snkant Deepak

I t 's  im portant for me as a 
person to comment on social 
and political issues. Social 

media is a powerful tool to project 
my opinions into the world. It is 
also a great place to find alternate 
points of view and to engage with 
people outside o f our echo cham­
bers. My tool is drawing, so that 
is what I use to express myself," 
says artist Ikroop Sandhu, whose 
illustration, re-imagining painter 
Am rita Shergill's famous 'Three 
Girls' to mark Woman's Day dur­
ing the ongoing farmers' agitation 
went viral.

This BA (Philosophy) graduate 
from LSR in New Delhi, who later 
did a course in anim ation from 
Vancouver has been following the 
farmers' protest ever since BKU 
(Ugrahan) set up a morcha.

" In itia lly  I was an o b se rv ­
er, but as th ings progressed, a 
friend  o f mine - Sangeet Toor 
set up a women led publication 
called 'K arti-D hatri'. She asked 
i f  I could make an illustra tion  
for their first issue. That got the 
wheels of my mind turning. I had 
been thinking about the contrast­
ing im ages o f wom en farm ers 
astride tractors from this protest 
versus their docile depiction in 
paintings, films and literature. In 
fact, women farmers are largely 
invisible and categorised as rural 
women w hile their active role 
as farm ers is overlooked even 
today.

"A m rita S h erg ill’s beau tifu l 
and melancholic painting of three 
women came to mind, and I won­
dered if I could use them as a v i­
sual quote in the current dialogue 
around representation of women 
farmers. That is how the illustra­
tion came about. It was printed 
for the Women's Day celebration 
instead, and filmmaker Gurvinder 
Singh designed the poster. It was 
a spontaneous collaboration," she 
remembers.

Talking about artists' re lation­
ships w ith p ro test s ites, espe­
cially as seen during the CAA- 
NRC p ro tests  and the ongoing 
farmers' agitation, Sandhu feels

that art is an exercise in obser­
vation whether one is painting 
a landscape, drawing a political 
cartoon or making a film. That 
this keenness to observe emerges 
from curiosity.

"It could be that a rtis ts  are 
curious people or that curious 
people become artis ts . P rotest 
s ites w ith th e ir con tinual im ­
p ro v isa tio n s  and d iv e rs ity  of 
engagement is like a Petri dish 
for a curious mind. So it makes 
sense as to why young and old 
creative people would want to 
participate and study this human

experiment."
The a r t i s t ,  who m oved to 

D haram shala  from  D elh i ju s t 
before the lockdown is quite opti­
mistic about the future of graphic 
novels in the country.

"We are seeing a plethora of 
independent publishers who are 
putting out high quality visual 
work. As comics go digital, more 
experimental and interactive work 
from Indian creators will emerge. 
I am optim istic about this ever 
growing readership and the shifts 
in v isual m edium s," she says. 
(IANS)
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“Books have a unique way o f  stopping 
time in a particular moment and saying: 

L et’s not forget this. ”
— Dave Eggers
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Failing to lead
THE worst was only to be expected. The Indian 
governance system is found sorely wanting in 
handling of the Covid 19 pandemic in its second 
wave that is killing many due also to lack of 
oxygen supply in capital Delhi and elsewhere. 
A “doctor” himself is at the head of the health 
ministry and yet no precautionary steps have 
been taken in respect of oxygen availability 
both in the capital and across states to cope with 
emerging situations. Industrialist Naveen Jindal 
is dispatching tankers to some states from his 
plant in Odisha, while other industrialists too are 
doing their best. The Centre rolled out Oxygen 
Express trains to states to replenish stocks and 
IAF planes fetched oxygen from Singapore 
and other locations. Yet, even a few days’ lag 
at this critical juncture proved to be disastrous, 
and more would die on this count. Clearly, the 
government at the Centre took things easy and 
its attention got diverted from the central issue at 
hand, as is also evident from the way the health 
ministry web sites are mismanaged even at this 
crucial hour, with visuals of the minister and top 
officials occupying much of its space.

There were clear warnings since last year at 
the initial stage of the Covid 19 spread that the 
second wave of the pandemic was due to hap­
pen. China guarded its lives well; India failed. 
A year after the pandemic’s eruption, safety 
drills went haywire and politicos with their in­
dulgences did more to spread the virus. Some 
50 per cent of those being tested in Kolkata now 
are confirmed covid positive. Kerala, another 
state where election campaigns lasted nearly a 
month turned into a jamboree with all caution 
and covid protocols thrown to the winds. Both 
PM Modi and Congress leadter Rahul Gandhi,, as 
alsio wheel-chair-bound MdMata ‘feane^y^af6 
tongue-tied about their own huge indulgences in 
the poll arena. Why such a huge show for polls 
in these critical times is a question begging a 
clear answer. Capital Delhi is on a prolonged 
lockdown, Mumbai is in a similar plight for a 
year, Bengaluru is gasping for breath, BJP-ruled 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat are 
badly hit. These are also the economic nerve- 
centres. Short of a nation-wide lockdown, region 
specific restrictions are in place. Their impact 
on the national economy will be worse than last 
year’s. India, clearly, bargained for this. Most 
flights have stopped and India remains cut off. 
The railways too are down in the dumps. The 
nation is paying a huge price for the indulgences 
of those who failed to lead.

When the virus is 
smarter than humans

I L e t t e r s  to t h e  F . d i t or

Addendum 
to ‘A space to 

express’
Editor,
Northeast Edit wishes to 

issue a clarification to the 
article "A Space to Express" 
that was published in the 
Shillong Times on 25th April 
2021 [Online edition 24th 
April 2021] Northeast Edit is 
a part gallery, a part journal, 
and a part creative collective 
situated in Shillong, but with 
a global reach and outlook. 
It exists to present artists 
from the Northeast to the 
world.

Our focus is primarily 
contemporary art and de­
sign from the Northeast, 
and stories connected to the 
same. We do not have plans 
to document folklore. Oth­
ers are already working in 
this space.

It has two Co-Founders, 
namely Priti Rao and Samya 
Deb who both come from 
creative backgrounds and 
have previously worked to­
gether on community-driven 
initiatives across India and 
the world.

Aaron Ian Lyngdoh is a 
part-time employee of the 
gallery working in the ca­
pacity of a host, stylist and 
gallery manager.

The group 'Khasi Bloodz

has been erroneously mis­
spelt in the article as 'Khasi 
Blooz'.

Yours etc., 
Dr. Priti Rao 

Co-Founder, Northeast 
Edit 

Via email

Price rise 
of essential 

commodities
Editor,
The pandemic health cri­

sis should not push the prices 
of essential commodities sky 
high but this unethical trend 
usually happens when mis­
fortune strikes. Soon after the 
emergency alarm button of 
the second Covid wave was 
set off certain traders dealing 
in essential commodities in 
the state have started raise 
the prices of essential grocery 
items. A local resident com­
plained that he was charged 
Rs 22 for a kg of potato on 
Friday for which he had paid 
Rs 15 just five days ago. Why 
is there so much price escala­
tion suddenly? How will the 
poor people feed manage 
their households? Another 
person said his son working 
in Bangalore has returned 
home and is without a job 
for the last seven months. 
While this virulent Covid-

Hundreds of people across 
the nation are literarily gasp­
ing for breath for the lack of 
oxygen supply and lost their 
lives due to fresh attack of 
COVID-19. People have also 
suffered because of the short­
age of hospital beds and non­
availability of ventilators and 
life-saving drugs. The num­
bers of people who suffered 
and died has increased many 
fold than in the last year and 
the question in the minds 
of those who in the process 
lost their loved ones and the 
general public too, is, ‘why 
is this happening?

When the country is said 
to be progressing in leaps 
and bounds in all spheres of 
life, we have not only failed 
to handle the pandemic but 
we have sadly surrendered 
our fates to the disease. The 
situation in the state is no bet­
ter. Last year in this column 
just at the beginning of the 
pandemic, this scribe had 
questioned the preparedness 
of the State for any kind of 
pandemic attack. Sadly this 
time too the same question 
arises. After the last year’s 
COVID-19 attack and the 
kind of experiences we had, 
the question again is, how 
prepared is the government 
for a situation like this. The 
answer to this question has 
come from the head of Health 
Department in the state, who 
recently confirmed that the 
health facilities available in 
the state will not be able to 
handle even a hundred seri­
ous COVID-19 cases.

Despite the available sci­
entific evidence predicting 
the inevitable second wave 
attack of a mutated form 
of Covid the fact remains 
that even after the lapse of 
one year we have not been 
able to improve our health 
care system in the state. Of 
course it is not possible to 
improve the entire i health 
systems at one go, but is the 
government prepared for the 
second virus attack. With 
scientific evidence predicting 
the second wave of COVID- 
19 attack, we could have at 
least prepared for this immi­
nent threat. Unfortunately in 
spite of the experiences and 
fee learnings from last year, 
the government is obviously 
not prepared for the second ' 
wave. The question then is 
if we are prepared for (god 
forbid) the attack like the 
other states in the country are 
experiencing now?

The question that begs 
the answer is whether the 
government has increased 
the number of hospital beds 
or at least made arrangements 
for temporary hospitals in 
the eventuality of the second 
wave. How many ventilators

19 has affected everyone, it 
has brought untold miseries 
to the poorest of the poor. I 
therefore earnestly request 
the Deputy Commissioners 
of each district in the state to 
take the concern of price-rise 
with utmost seriousness.

The Government may 
consider constituting a com­
mittee that will take immedi­
ate steps towards checking 
the opportunistic price hikes. 
Strict measures must be 
put in place to prevent any 
possible hoarding and black 
marketing of essential goods 
in the wholesale markets. 
Pasting the correct price 
list of the food grains and 
other essential items should 
be made mandatory. The 
regular smooth inflow of 
essential goods from Assam 
must also be ensured by the 
administrative agencies. No 
citizen should fall prey to 
unscrupulous traders. One’s 
“misfortune” should not be 
an opportunity for the other 
to make hay from. In fact, 
such thinking itself is a seri­
ous sin. Let the right-think­
ing people come together to 
work towards mitigating the 
hardships faced by our poor 
fellow citizens. They now 
need our help and support 
more than ever.

Yours etc., 
Salil Gewali, 

Shillong

By HHMohrmen

has the government procured 
since last year? How many 
government (Civil) hospi­
tals have ventilators? Or to 
be precise do we even have 
ventilators in the different 
CHCs? How many ambu­
lances do we have in the 
entire state and do we have at 
least one ambulance at every 
CHC? Do we have enough 
oxygen supply or do we even 
have a plan of how we will 
acquire oxygen if the attack 
hits the state hard? These are 
all basic requirements which 
the health department should 
have thought through of and 
prepare itself for and the state 
for the eventuality.

Since this scribe’s area of 
interest is indigenous culture, 
the other pertinent question is 
with regards to the prepared­
ness of the traditional institu­
tions in the eventuality of the 
second wave of COVID-19

the unseen enemy. The docu­
ment would have been a 
learning for other indigenous 
people around the world and 
an opportunity for the state 
and its people to showcase 
to the world the relevance of 
our traditional institutions in 
combating modem diseases. 
Unfortunately after the peak 
of the corona virus attack 
last year, our Government 
was busy in facilitating il­
legal transport of coal which 
only helps fill the pockets of 
few individual. In one of our 
zoom meetings, Phrang Roy 
of the Indigenous Peoples’ 
Partnership Movement in 
Rome said that government 
and people in other coun­
tries have learned from the 
first attack and they were 
prepared for the expected 
second wave, but the central 
and the state government of 
our country were caught in an

attack. The traditional institu­
tions particularly the offices 
of the different dorbar (c) 
shnong at least in the Khasi 
Jafltia hills region of the state, 
deserve a pat on the! back for' 
their responses to the pan­
demic attack last year. Yet 
it is only organisations like 
the Unitarian Chuch, Jowai 
which during its anniversary 
celebration last year hon­
oured the President of the 
Synjuk ki Waheh Chnong, 
Jowai on behalf of the entire 
conglomeration for their 
stellar service supporting 
the Government in its fight 
against the pandemic. The 
Government on the other 
hand has done precious little 
to recognise the contribution 
s that the institutions have 
made last year.

Leave the gesture aside, 
the government has not even 
documented the different 
contributions that the dorbar 
shnong has made to support 
the state in its battle against

Efficiency and 
productivity
Editor,
The sudden rise of Covid 

cases in the state and in 
particular Shillong is major 
cause of worry even while 
many are predicting a worse 
case scenario. In spite of 
the hurdles and the difficul­
ties being experienced it is 
noteworthy that a section of 
officers and mid-level staff 
are doing their best behind 
the scenes which only few 
know. God alone sees their 
good work in this time of 
human crisis. It is also worth 
mentioning that the proactive 
approach of the Deputy Com­
missioner of East Khasi Hills 
who has been coordinating 
all along with her team to 
understand, resolve and find 
solutions to the problems 
faced by daily wagers, shop 
keepers, transporters etc., and 
sometimes up to the last mile, 
is commendable. If the State 
Government authorities in 
the CMO and various other 
heads of departments are pro­
active we can all overcome 
the hurdles and this is where 
we need to appreciate their 
efforts irrespective of their 
rank and position.

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin 

Wankhar 
Shillong

embarrassing situation.
One is busy winning states 

and the other winning the 
Garo Hills District Council 
election and turning a blind 
eye to the looting of th'e' 
state’s treasury in broad day 
light. The State Government 
is also busy building and 
repairing a ten ton capac­
ity bridge which obviously 
cannot stand the weight of 
overloaded trucks which 
pass through the highway 
every day. Yet the different 
weighbridges and the police 
personnel manning the high­
ways allow overloaded trucks 
to pass through the highways 
and obviously after their 
palms have been greased. 
The illegal act was possible 
because of the unholy nexus 
between the police, some 
pressure groups (i'ada jaid- 
bynriew), and the different 
government agencies. It is 
ironic that while the countries 
ofthe world were collectively 
fighting the pandemic, those

‘Writing on the 
Wall’: When will 

India learn?
Editor
Steering the ship does 

not come easily when the 
alarm bells start ringing all 
around. Four months ago 
the success story of India’s 
COVID management baffled 
experts and statisticians but 
here we are back to square 
one and we have ignored the 
‘Writing on the Wall’ (the 
second wave). From super­
spreader events such as the 
farmer’s protests to election 
rallies and now the oxygen 
crisis the top rung of the BJP 
and their cohorts have failed 
miserably. Nations such as 
the UK under the leadership 
of Boris Johnson and Brazil’s 
Jair Bolsonaro and our Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
are power hungry and self- 
centred in promoting their 
own agenda.

Where does the public run 
to then when the kitchen is 
on fire? In 2005, Dr Michael 
Osterholm, a prominent 
American epidemiologist, 
alerted Congress to the real 
danger of a pandemic that 
would stress health care sys­
tems, kill millions and dev­
astate the global economy. 
But Cassandras are always 
ignored!

in the nexus in the state had 
of course taken the phrase ‘we 
are all in this together’ in a 
totally new direction.

Phrang Roy also reminded 
the audience in the web meet­
ing that this is the time to 
learn and relearn how com­
munity solidarity has been 
the bedrock which has stood 
the test of time for the Jaid- 
bynriew especially in trying 
times like this. We have seen 
how the office of the dorbar 
(c)shnongs effectively sup­
ported the Government dur­
ing the last pandemic attack 
and it is time to look and 
study how other institutions 
and different aspects of the 
society face the different 
modem problems. We need 
to -understand which part of 
our tribal culture, principle or 
way of life of the Khasi Pnar 
helped us tide through these 
difficult times.

With regards to food the 
pandemic attack and the sub­
sequent lockdown has taught 
the people one simple but 
important lesson, that kitchen 
gardens which every house­
hold in the rural areas had 
maintained had stood them in 
good stead. The simple kitch­
en garden in which they grow 
almost everything they need 
has helped them sail through 
the lockdown because of last 
year’s pandemic. Add to that 
the wild edibles they forage 
from the nearby forests and 
the two had supplemented 
the vegetable and fruit needs 
of the people particularly 
those in the rural areas. The 
simple rural way of life with 
multiple livelihood practices 
has helped the rural folks see 
through this difficult time. 
If the coronavirus pandemic 
has anything to teach the in­
digenous people, it is to rely 
on our traditional practices. 
If people are smarter, they 
should take the opportunity 
to improve these institutions 

' and the indigenous Way bflife* 
which has helped them face 
the challenges last year.

W.H.O. reported that coro­
na virus has mutated and the 
virus in India now is different 
from the virus which attacked 
the world last year. It is also 
reported that we now have at 
least two new virus strains in 
India and the dreaded one is 
the variant which has double 
mutation. The question is 
while the virus mutated and 
changed itself, the country 
and the State remained static 
in this front. Both the states 
and the country were com­
placent and, caught unpre­
pared for the second attack. 
The virus is obviously much 
smarter than all of us includ­
ing the state and the country 
as a whole.

Email: hhmohrmen67@ 
gmaiLcom

The Meghalaya govern­
ment is sailing in a different 
direction and the lessons last 
year are long forgotten. When 
the caseload was minimal 
the screws should have been 
tightened but the party lead­
ership (ADC) considered the 
elections in Garo Hills to be 
more important than public 
health safety or adhering to 
SOPs.

The underlying issue is 
the lack of concern in areas 
of education and health care 
for the last two decades and 
successive governments have 
simply played the blame 
game but have not shouldered 
the responsibility for their 
failures. The book ‘Highest 
Duty: My Search for What 
Really Matters’ by Chesley 
B. Sullenberger is what poli­
cymakers should delve into 
and learn how an effective 
team with dedication towards 
safety can create miracles.

The lessons of this pan­
demic can be traced to smaller 
nations such as Australia and 
New Zealand who carefully 
executed tactics to not only 
flatten the curve but prevent 
more waves, the answer lies 
in an open, mature society 
which elects robust leaders 
who will understand the pulse 
of the people.

Yours etc., 
Christopher Gatphoh, 

Shillong-10

Media management strategy 
goes for a toss

Global media blames 
Modi for pandemic 

second wave
By Arun Srivastava

It has been an act of care­
ful carelessness. Narendra 
Modi knew that the second 
wave of corona would hit 
the Indian soil hard, but he 
pretended to be unaware of 
the impending threat; poor 
innocent guy. An insight into 
his conduct would make it 
clear that his pretention has 
wider ominous implication.

Not taking seriously the 
threat perception of the sec­
ond wave of corona, having 
higher intensity than the first 
attack, has been a deliberate 
design to help his corporate 
and capitalist friends. These 
are the times when the busi­
ness people make a fast buck. 
While the threat of corona 
which was acquiring the di­
mensions of a tsunami was 
looming large, the business 
community was busy minting 
money by exporting the vac­
cine and medicines to foreign 
countries. Modi refjised to 
intervene and stop the export 
as the people desperately 
needed the medicines and 
vaccine.

It cannot be denied that 
India’s corona crisis is a 
product of the paranoid gov­
ernance that has marked the 
seven year rule of Modi, 
who has formed the habit of 
refusing to take responsibility 
for his failures and also the 
toxic combination of incom­
petence and authoritarianism 
that marks his government’s 
actions.

It is really surprising to 
watch that the middle class 
and neo middle class have 
been the worst sufferers of 
the corona, bodies of their 
relatives are piling up at the 
crematoriums, but they con- 
tinue to support and applaud- 
"Mddi asthesaVMitt® What' 
makes them not to find fault 
with his policies, priorities 
and style of functioning is 
really intriguing.

India and its people have 
become victims of the cal­
lousness displayed by Modi 
and his lieutenant Amit Shah. 
Even while the country was 
facing the threat they con­
tinued to hold rallies un­
masked. They did not make 
any serious attempt to stop 
Kumbh Mela. Their politics 
and functioning reflect their 
concern for the country.

It is not that the second 
wave descended without any 
warning. The scientists and 
researchers had warned in 
September 2020 that the risk 
of a second wave was very 
real. While all other coun­
tries went into war mode, 
evolved strategy to combat 
the epidemic, Modi used the 
occasion to hold the elections 
and have his governments in 
the five states.

His obsession to win the 
West Bengal assembly elec­
tion was so acute that dur­
ing the last two months he 
addressed not less than 20 
rallies. Amit Shah addressed 
not less than 30 rallies and 
held nearly two dozens of 
road shows. Both continued 
with their programmes in 
spite of the fact that corona 
had already started ravaging 
the state and the country.

It is worth mentioning that 
in March the European coun­
tries began implementing 
non-pharmaceutical interven­
tions to control the covid-19 
epidemic. Most interventions 
were implemented in rapid 
succession in many coun­
tries. The researchers urged 
the governments across the 
globe not to relax lockdown 
too soon and to conduct an 
urgent inquiry. Scientists 
issued two desperate pleas 
to government to prevent a 
second wave of coronavirus 
in the UK.

They cautioned against 
“substantial relaxation of the 
social-distancing measures 
that have been in place”, 
including the partial reopen­
ing of schools and the retail 
sectors. There is no denying 
the fact that the ill-conceived 
idea of massive election 
campaigning has been pri­
marily responsible for the 
resurgence of Covid 19. It 
is a fact that relaxation of

lockdown, coupled with 
a potential breakdown in 
public trust, has brought us 
back into a situation where 
the outbreak is once again 
out of control.

There is no denying the 
fact that Modi failed to 
tackle second wave. This 
also symbolised his lack of 
concern for the poor, labour­
ers, small roadside business­
men and daily workers. Out 
of 132 crore of population 
only a miniscule per cent, 
around 5 crore people have 
been vaccinated. String of 
missteps, air of compla­
cency and denial dogged 
government’s response to 
pandemic.

Though Modi-Shah duo 
have succeeded in managing 
the Indian media, the global 
media has turned severe crit­
ic and has put the blame on 
Modi for being complacent 
and not being prepared for 
the second wave. No doubt 
this is the worst that could 
have happened to image­
conscious Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Modi known for playing 
gimmicks has christened the 
vaccination drive as “Tika 
Utsav” (vaccination festi­
val). But what was really 
shocking was the so called 
celebration did not have, 
sufficient number of vacci­
nations. The “Utsav’in fact, 
saw a reduction in vaccines 
administered. While the sec­
ond wave has spread to the 
rural areas, it is unfortunate 
the vaccine drive is yet to 
take off in these areas.

Modi who tried to project 
himself as the darling of the 
global media, suddenly finds 
himself as minnow. The 

"i person who strived to usettft? 
export of medicine to refur­
bish his image as the world- 
guru, has lost his charm. 
While The Times, London, 
carried the headline “Modi 
flounders in India’s gigantic 
second wave,” it has blasted 
the government for “the air 
of complacency and denial 
that have dogged his gov­
ernment’s response to the 
crisis.” The Guardian said 
“The system has collapsed: 
India’s descent into Covid 
hell”. The newspaper added: 
“Many falsely Believed that 
the country had defeated 
Covid. Now, hospitals are 
running out of oxygen and 
bodies are stacking up in 
morgues.” India reported 
314,644 of th i new cases 
that were reported Thursday 
morning, nearly half of the 
total worldwide tally. Inter­
national coverage has now 
zeroed in on India.

The global press has cas­
tigated holding mass elec­
tion rallies in West Bengal 
that may have worsened 
the situation. The decision 
to allow the Kumbh Mela 
has also been denounced as 
reckless. The media accused 
the Indian government of 
lacking the courage to call 
the gathering off for fear of 
alienating their Hindu sup­
porters.

It also talks about Modi, 
mask-less, at a West Bengal 
election rally. The Finan­
cial Times mentioned about 
oxygen shortage and funeral 
pyres on the banks of the 
Ganges. FT blamed: “The 
devastation has sparked 
outrage at the lack of prepa­
ration among officials who 
believed the worst of the 
pandemic was over.” The 
Washington Post carried pic­
tures of Muslim graveyard 
in Uttar Pradesh saying: “In 
some cities, crematoriums 
are running their furnaces 
round the clock.”

The Wall Street Journal 
expresses skepticism and 
quotes researchers: “With its 
population of more than 1.3 
billion people and skyrock­
eting infections, India has a 
higher chance of developing 
variants, which may take 
root and spread beyond its 
borders”.

The image of Modi stands 
impaired with the perception 
that he has failed to tame the 
second wave. (IPA Service)
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than the side o f caution. ”
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Madras HC to the fore
ELECTIONS in this country are a akin to a cir­
cus. But considering that Covid 19 had hardly 
exited the country and that a more virulent and 
mutative form of Covid had begun its insidious 
appearance it would have been prudent to make 
the elections low key and without much fanfare 
and to appeal to people over television. But 
political parties would have none of that. No 
less than the Prime Minister and Home Minister 
criss-crossed the country throwing all Covid 
protocols aside. The hoi-polloi of this country 
love to mimic the high and mighty, so when 
the Prime Minister and his second in command 
did not need masks while addressing election 
rallies it was considered kosher for ordinary 
citizens too to dunk the masks and walk around 
as if there was no Covid. But states that went 
to elections, namely Kerala, Tamilnadu, West 
Bengal and Assam will now be paying a heavy 
price for believing that Covid has indeed been 
defeated as proclaimed by the Union Health 
Minister some weeks ago.

In such extenuating circumstances it was 
expected that the Election Commission of India 
(ECI) would stand its ground as an independent 
institution and stop the public rallies. But as 
has been amply demonstrated the ECI too is no 
longer as independent as Mr TN Seshan, it’s 
chief architect would have wanted it to be. All 
institutions today have been compromised with 
those leading them waiting for sinecure post 
retirement appointments. In such situations, it 
is the judiciary alone that can bring order and 
sanity to a system gone horribly wrong.

The observation by the Madras High Court 
on Monday, castigating the ECI and holding it 
singularly responsible for the second wave of 
Covid 19 is salutary. Chief Justice Sanjib Baner­
jee, in fact, made a stinging oral remark, “Your 
officers should be booked on murder charges 
probably.” His second remark asking the ECI 
if it was living in another planet, is a strong 
stricture on the functioning of the Cpmmission

by the desire to appease the ruling Party and 
Government.

The staggering of the Bengal elections for 
over a month was also unnecessary. The Bengal 
CM had on April 15 last, called for completing 
the process for the remaining 159 (out of 294) 
seats at one go due to the rise in Covid cases. The 
BJP turned it into a political joke and claimed 
that Mamata Baneijee knows she is losing hence 
the call for completing the poll process early. 
Indeed, the safety of citizens of this country has 
become less important than elections. Thank­
fully the Madras High Court has stood by the 
citizens of this country.

The Madras High Court has also asked the 
ECI to come up with a blueprint of action for 
the counting day on May 2 and present it to the 
Court on April 30. Other High Courts need to 
follow suit.

A high price for 
callous attitude

So now all eyes are on 
India. The country is battling 
the‘tsunam i’of the high­
ly contagious and deadly 
COVID-19 second wave. 
The "double mutant" virus 
has made many countries 
ban flights from India. In­
ternational televisions and 
news agencies are reporting 
on patients gasping for breath 
in front of overwhelmed 
hospitals due to acute short­
age of oxygen. Relatives are 
shown rushing their COVID 
affected relatives from hos­
pital to hospital only to fail 
to find a space. The casual­
ties in trolleys and wooden 
rickshaws; the mass crema­
tion; the doctors and health 
workers who weep and cry at 
their helplessness are such a 
sad commentary on the cur­
rent situation in India. The 
humungous surge of cases, 
the daily exponential rise of 
new cases, the accounted and 
unaccounted deaths, are now 
seen across continents. The 
grim reality is beyond de? 
scription. The health system 
is crumbling before our eyes. 
There has been nothing like 
this before, elderly persons 
testify.

The centre of one of the 
world’s super powers, Delhi 
has no more bed in hospi­
tals. What a shameful irony! 
There is no more oxygen. 
The Chief Minister, Arvind 
Kejriwal had to beg all Chief 
Ministers for spare oxygen. 
There is vaccine shortage in 
the ‘pharmacy of the world’. 
Vaccination is the best bet to 
beat the virus but only 10% 
of the Indian population 
received the jab. The desired 
destination of 60% - 70% is a 
distant dream. The condition 
will continue to be dire even 
as we pride ourselves as vac­
cine ‘supplier’ to the world. 
Who is responsible for this 
scary second wave? The oth­
er day a caption in Facebook 
read, “You are responsible 
for the second wave... NOT 
ChjjiaJ” We cpqld point fiji- 
gers at China for the source of 
the Novel Coronavirus, later 
named COVID-19 by WHO. 
We may blame the commu­
nist country for the delayed 
alert. We may even entertain 
the conspiracy theory that 
Chinese scientists manufac­
tured the ‘Wuhan’ virus. The 
disease originated in China 
and spread the world over in 
months. But the second wave 
is partly due to callousness.

India knew that the second 
wave would arrive. We saw 
the UK battling the worst 
coronavirus pandemic with 
the second wave wreaking 
more havoc than the first. We 
fail to learn lessons. We have 
failed to prevent the disaster 
of 2021. We have failed be­
cause the country’s political 
leadership was in euphoria 
when cases started dropping. 
We recall how since late last

By Albert Thymiang

year, politicians, policy mak­
ers and the ‘paid’ media were 
in jubilation at beating the 
virus. Only in early March 
India's health minister Harsh 
Vardhan declared that the 
country had seen the end of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. He 
and others sang praises of the 
Prime Minster for leading the 
way to beat the virus. They 
thought India is no UK.

In less than a month we see 
visuals of hospitals overflow­
ing with two patients sharing 
beds in corridors and lobbies. 
We hear reports of frantic 
calls for beds, medicines, 
oxygen, essential drugs and 
tests. The devastating second 
wave has forced badly hit cit­
ies into fresh lockdowns. The 
daily fresh cases and deaths 
continue to break their own 
records. The country is in 
the grips of a public health 
emergency.

How do we p reven t 
COVID when election rallies 
and road shows with lakhs of 
attendees were organised in 
West Bengal, Assam, Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala and Pondich­
erry? We know very well that 
no physical distancing is pos­
sible in such mass gatherings. 
How do we stop the virus 
when the top leadership flouts 
basic medical protocols? The 
Prime Minister himself ad­
dressed mammoth crowds. 
Amit Shah, Rahul Gandhi, 
Mamata Banerjee, and all 
political leaders campaigned 
via huge assemblies. Seeing 
these huge congregations it 
is natural for the rest of us to 
discard social distancing and 
wearing of masks. The Prime 
Minister was seen without a 
mask in election rallies but 
wearing it neatly in online 
meetings. The credibility to 
exhort the public to observe 
COVID protocols is weak­
ened. No wonder the ravage 
surge in the country* When 
the Assam minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma remarked that 
masks are no longer needed, 
there is no more authority left. 
The election rallies were the 
super spreaders. The politi­
cal leadership is responsible. 
Winning election is more 
valuable than preventing the 
fatal pandemic.

After the election gather­
ings came the festivals! In 
festivities too social distanc­
ing is easily violated. But 
these celebrations had to be 
given permission because 
election campaigns of huge 
crowds were allowed. We 
even saw the world’sbiggest 
human assembly, the Kumbh 
Mela. The 55 day, once in 12 
year event that would witness 
100 million people taking a 
dip at the Ganges and Yamu­
na rivers, was subsequently 
called off but the damage had 
been done. The first day itself
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l etters to the Editor

Enough of 
UDP bashing
Editor,
The UDP bashing that 

has been going on in the 
recent past is an eye opener, 
a welcome critique and a 
deliberate attempt to shift 
focus from the situation at 
hand to a view that has been 
fixed on false premises. It 
is packed with insinuations 
and allegations that throw 
very poor light on the image 
of the Party. One thing that 
has been established is that 
the UDP is still relevant. 
The first article written by 
Albert Thymiang was more 
or less a figment of his po­
tent imagination or maybe 
an assumption based on 
theoretical deductions laced 
with pointers that have no 
semblance of the actuals, 
leading one to believe that 
the writer is only attempting 
to shield the obvious by cast­
ing aspersions on UDP.

The removal of the Home 
portfolio from James Sang­
ma was then a valid demand 
in the interest of MDA, and 
never did UDP demand the 
same portfolio for its Min­
isters as that was the sole 
prerogative of the Chief 
Minister. That the portfo­
lio was handed over to a 
UDP Minister was a choice, 
the Chief Minister himself 
made. If under the watch of 
the current Home Minister,

things have not changed, 
everyone and anyone is free 
to demand his removal. After 
all, at the end of the day, it 
is the Chief Minister’s sole 
prerogative.

To my mind, this entire 
exercise of leveling accusa­
tions and allegations is an 
attempt to divert the public 
mind from what is currently 
at hand. It was not because of 
the load shedding that all of 
this has come to be, but there 
are far more serious hap­
penings within the energy 
Corporation that warrants 
immediate attention and 
action, lest our collective 
resolve is ‘let the coming 
generations be doomed.’

The chronology of deci­
sions taken by those at the 
helm of affairs within the 
Corporation is resplendent 
with designs to cripple the 
Corporation to a point where 
the only option left, would 
be to privatize it. In that 
scenario, you can very well 
imagine the plight of the 
State. Power being a driv­
ing component of the State’s 
growth engine, it is incum­
bent upon each and every 
right-thinking citizen to not 
only dwell upon this but act 
as well. We were only doing 
our duty and if in the process 
we may have stepped on any­
one’s comfort, we sincerely 
apologize for that. It’s time 
to keep aside party politics 
but in unison cry out for our 
coming generation’s better

and secure future.
Yours etc., 

WJDkhar, 
Via email

Clandestine 
affair between 

COMSO & 
Govt

Editor,
CoMSO is a conglomera­

tion of various fringe NGOs 
led by a small but publicity 
driven crazy pressure group - 
the HYC. Others are HANM, 
CORP and much smaller 
groups with about 10-15 
members only. HYC was 
formed in 2014 to counter 
the KSU & FKJGP and to 
become the only champion 
in fighting for the ILP in Me­
ghalaya. They audaciously 
claimed that they will bring 
ILP in Meghalaya in 2015. 
Their leadership in 2014 was 
composed of expelled KSU 
members who sought per­
sonal gratification through 
media, power, money and 
absolute/autocratic control 
over the KSU (by vying 
and lobbying for top posts 
though they were unworthy 
of the positions)

Although HYC claimed 
and still claims that other 
NGOs are reneging on the 
issue of ILP yet they them­
selves have not shown any 
traction as far as the ILP 
demand is concerned. HYC

is not known for aggressive 
agitations, or their members 
being arrested or blood be­
ing spilled; in short they 
have no courage to carry out 
their threats. In fact, during 
the anti CAA movement 
in 2019, the President who 
was scared out of his wits 
even demanded that all those 
involved in the scuffle with 
the police should be arrested. 
He did this to save his own 
skin. Such a cowardly at­
titude is not expected from 
someone who calls himself 
a leader.

Some of the HYC leaders 
are also very keen to con­
test the upcoming elections 
whether as MLA or MDC. 
All this might be possible 
because they are mere pup­
pets of the Government. At 
first, they aligned themselves 
with the Mukul-led Congress 
Government. The Govern­
ment provides plum facilities 
to them with the agenda of 
pitting them against KSU 
and other pressure groups. 
They HYC therefore tries 
to fool the public by cham­
pioning the issues plaguing 
the Jaidbynriew. This is a 
deliberate attempt to isolate 
the KSU and other pressure 
groups and emerge as the 
voice of the people. When 
the NPP led Government 
took over the governance of 
the State in 2018 the HYC 
showed their true colour and 
aligned with it to become 
the turncoats of the 21st

attracted 10 million devotees. 
Surely the Kumbh was a far 
superior spreader than the 
Tablighi Jamaat!

There are also allegations 
that the central government 
acted too little and too late 
on the vaccine front. The 
US, UK and the European 
Union booked vaccines much 
ahead of India. The Indian 
government did not fund vac­
cine producing institutes un­
like the countries mentioned 
above. UK spent £12 billion, 
the US$ 1.95 billion on Pfizer 
alone while India earmarked 
only Rs 35,000 crore for vac­
cine production in the budget. 
Just to put things in perspec­
tive the 36 Rafale fighter jets 
cost Rs. 59,000 crore. The 
government did not hesitate 
to pay Rs 4,632 crore for the 
Prime Minister’s state-of-the- 
art Boeing aircraft.

The central government 
ordered vaccines from manu­
facturers only in January 
this year and in insufficient 
numbers. The decision to 
allow manufactures to fix 
the price of vaccines instead 
of the government subsidis­
ing or giving it for free, the 
initial central government’s 
decision to acquire the vac­
cines and now the U turn 
permitting state governments 
to order directly from vaccine 
manufacturers has caused the 
country dearly.

In October last year, al­
ready late, the PM Cares 
funded 162 units of oxy­
gen plans across India but 
only 33 were actually set 
up. State after state, includ­
ing Delhi, failed to establish 
even a single unit. Only the 
other day the Modi govern­
ment cleared the allocation 
of funds for installation of 
551 oxygen generation plants 
across the country. Till the 
oxygen cylinders come to 
hospitals many more will 
have died. Three days ago the 
Centre exempted duty on im­
port of COVID-19 vaccine, 
medical-grade oxygen and 
related equipment. But why 
only now? India is paying 
a high price for the Centre’s 
unpreparedness, lackadaisical 
attitude, laxity, failed policy 
and decision paralysis.

In Meghalaya too the in­
fection rate is quite alarming. 
We are also awake to this 
second attack only after the 
GHADC elections. It is true 
that the red zone is Shillong, 
the capital city. The location 
of the hotspots does not mat­
ter. What we are arriving at 
is to pin-point the callous 
attitude and behaviours of 
responsible people which 
are also contagious like the 
virus.

We also saw political ral­
lies, road shows and concerts 
during the elections in Garo

century.
Who remembers the news 

report that appeared in a sec­
tion of the vernacular media 
that mentioned some HYC 
members demanding money 
from the operators of the 
coke plants in and around 
West Khasi Hills district? 
Though they denied outright 
the allegations yet that news 
set the cat was among the pi­
geons. The clamour for ILP 
is now gaining momentum 
with the undisguised bless­
ings of the MDA coalition 
partners.

It is now known that they 
hold secret meetings with 
the top brass of the current 
Government regarding their 
agitations. In fact, a day 
prior to their protest in front 
of the Secretariat some days 
ago, they had a long meet­
ing with the Deputy CM to 
chalk out the next strategies 
of hoodwinking the public. 
Prior to the protest meeting 
in 2019 in which a large but 
unaware public attended, the 
HYC and the Government 
had a meeting to organise the 
next phase of action in order 
to counter the anti-CAA 
and pro-ILP movements or­
ganised by the NESO, KSU, 
FKJGP, HNYF and RBYF. 
After much deliberation they 
decided to protest outside 
the Raj Bhavan using social 
media as a crowd sourc­
ing strategy. The methods 
adopted are such that the 
public were unaware of who

Hills. The Chief Minster, 
Conrad Sangma himself is 
accused of violating COVID 
19 protocols. In his posts 
on social media one could 
see crowds with no mask 
and social distancing. See­
ing their Chief Minster the 
people in Shillong might have 
been influenced to excuse 
themselves from preventive 
measures. Our Chief Minister 
too is now seen with a mask 
in official functions. But his 
alleged violations have had 
negative impacts on his ‘sub­
jects’. The authorities started 
imposing fines from people 
without masks in Police Ba­
zaar. But why not on the Chief 
Minister?

During election campaigns 
magistrates and law enforcing 
personnel were present. Were 
they not instructed to keep a 
watch on COVID-19 proto­
cols? Why did these officials 
not take action? Or why did 
they not report to the Chief 
Returning Officer? That is 
why someone queried, “Are 
there different COVID-19 
rules for ordinary citizens 
and politicians?” Hope our 
ministers and politicians have 
read how the Prime Minister 
of Norway, Ema Solberg was 
fined $2,352 (approximately 
Rs 1.75 lakh) for breaking 
social distancing rules while 
organising her birthday.

In the first spell of COVID- 
19 the sufferers were largely 
the poor. The sights of migrant 
workers walking hundreds of 
miles home are still fresh in 
our minds. This time too the 
critical patients in ambulances 
in long queues at hospitals; 
those who make frantic calls 
for a bed, medicines and 
oxygen; those who fill the 
hospital’s corridors and lob­
bies; the dead at overflow­
ing mortuaries; the wailing 
relatives of the dead outside 
hospitals and Covid funerals 
at crowded cemeteries are the 
less privileged in this highly 
unequal country. The Prime 
Minister in his speech on 
April 20 disappointedly had 
nothing of substance to say to 
alleviate the sufferings of In­
dia’s poor. No announcement 
was made except informing 
that lockdowns would the last 
resort. Other than exhorting 
migrant workers to stay put 
and not to return to their vil­
lages, there was no assurance. 
His suggestion to the youth 
to form mohalla committees 
to educate people sounded 
hollow. It looks as if the 
Prime Minister is resigned to 
the fact that people have to 
fight the virus on their own 
as they have done so in the 
last fifteen months. In our 
backyard the common people 
pay fines while the rulers flout 
the rules.

What a point in history 
have we arrived at!

E m a i l :  a l b e r t ,  t h y  r-  
niang74@gmail. com

the real organizers were. 
However, the Government 
apprehending a law and or­
der fall-out decided to shift 
the venue earlier granted, 
to the premises of the State 
Central Library at the last 
moment.

On D-day, HYC leaders 
asked the public to move 
from Raj Bhavan to State 
Central Library. This an­
nouncement angered the 
public and pandemonium 
broke out. As a result, stones 
were pelted and clashes 
broke out between the public 
and the police. During the 
■melee the Vice President of 
HYC went to the side of the 
police barricade and stood 
beside the high ranking po­
lice officers to save himself 
from the ongoing turmoil 
and from any legal hassles 
which might later arise. The 
President himself ran away 
to the High Court premises 
and quickly changed from 
his civil dress to the lawyer’s 
dress code. Only a few lower 
rung members of CoMSO 
were present at that protest 
till the end.

Whether the other CoM­
SO associates are aware 
of the HYC affair with the 
Government is not known 
but what is known is that 
the lower rung cadres of the 
HYC are unaware of their 
leader’s double standards.

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar 

Shillong:3

Government 
should fund 

vaccines for all
ByAjitRanade

The worldometer shows 
real-time data of Covid-19 
infections around the world. 
Most recently it is showing 
India as the country with the 
highest infections. Our daily 
infections are more than the 
cumulative total of the next 
eleven countries, including 
large countries like Turkey, 
USA and Brazil. The daily 
number is racing toward 
half a million and the daily 
death count too is above a 
thousand. The public health 
system around the country is 
struggling to meet the deluge 
of demands for oxygen, 
Remdesivir, hospital beds. 
Of course, simultaneously 
we are trying to get as many 
people vaccinated as fast as 
possible. It is ironic that the 
world’s biggest manufac­
turer of vaccines is running 
severely short of doses.

We could have avoided

oculation clinics across the 
State. From May 1 it is all 
being opened up.

This leads us to the im- * 
portant question of pricing! 
For some reason the Centre 
has seen it fit to fix multiple' ' 
prices for the same vaccine,’ 
depending on where yotf 
get it. The States will b^ 
charged Rs.400 per dose of 
Covishield, and the private’ 
buyers will be charged Rs: 
600. The Central govern-  ̂
ment paid Rs 150 per dose 
for both Covishield and 
Covaxin. The pricing op 
Sputnik is not known. The 
price of Covaxin for private ' 
buyers is supposed to be Rs, 
1200 per dose, which trans­
lates toRs.2400 per person.
In a family of four, that is 
9600 rupees, close to the full 
monthly per capita income 
of India! With a high propor­
tion of the population living

being in this situation if the 
vaccine makers had been 
given large and confirmed 
orders from the Central gov­
ernment in January itself if 
not much earlier. At a time 
when the domestic vaccine 
makers like the Serum In­
stitute of India had export 
obligations since its vaccine 
is made by Astra Zeneca 
and Oxford University, it 
was imperative to lock up 
its production capacity well 
in advance for domestic use.

I Remember last, year, the 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) had asked 
Bharat Biotech to be ready 
for the launch of the vac­
cine by Independence day
- August 15? What happened 
after that ambitious early 
target date? The Drug Con­
troller General of India had 
also fast-tracked approval 
for phase 1 and 2 trials and 
wanted Bharat Biotech to 
speed up phase 3 trials and 
be ready for an early launch. 
In fact, BB’s vaccine called 
Covaxin seems to be the 
joint intellectual property of 
the government of India and 
BB, so the government could 
indeed have a greater say in 
the speed of deployment.

The faster we get the 
population immunised the 
earlier we can contain the 
pandemic. This is a race. 
For otherwise it can spread 
unchecked, with new vari­
ants forming, and muta­
tions running wild. The new 
mutations can also spread 
to the world. That is why 
India’s covid-19 challenge 
has become a global chal­
lenge. That is why many 
countries on their own have ( 
come forward with offers of 
help in vaccines (Sputnik of 
Russia), or cryogenic tanks 
for oxygen (China)or other 
kinds of assistance.

Some countries have 
achieved very high pro­
portions of the fully vac­
cinated. Leading this pack 
is Israel, which celebrated 
freedom from masks this 
week. But even the USA is 
closing toward one third of 
the population in vaccina­
tion coverage, and the UK 
is not far behind. In India,
10 percent of the population 
has got the first dose and
1.5 percent have been fully 
vaccinated. The strategy was 
to cover the frontline people 
like healthcare workers and 
government servants, and 
then the elderly and then oth­
ers. Because of the shortage 
of vaccines, the government 
prohibited private compa­
nies from bidding and buy­
ing (and possibly cornering 
the supply) of vaccines. But 
as of 1 May, both public and 
private sector companies as 
well as State governments 
and other organisations are 
going to be allowed. So far 
this vaccine allotment was 
done Centrally to the States, 
which in turn organised in­

just above the poverty line,' 
and at a time of pandemic in­
duced recession and jobless­
ness it is astonishing that one 
of the vaccines to immunise 
against Covid-19 is priced at 
close to the full monthly per 1 
capita income.

But the larger issue is this. ' - 
The control of the pandemic ’ 
is a public good. Meaning it 
will benefit both those who 
fell sick and recovered and ' 
those who did not fall sick; . ‘ 
It will protect a much large| 
share o f the population by 
sharply reducing future in­
fection rates and fatalities:
It will reduce the need for' 
harsh lockdowns, which can 
reduce GDP sharply. Last 
year’s nationwide lockdown 
starting in March, caused 
GDP during that quarter  ̂
to fall by 25 percent. And , 
nearly 12 crore people lost 
their jobs. Later in die year 
the economy began to re- , 
cover, but this second wave .. ’ 
is threatening that recovery. 
‘So, the immunisation drive 
will prevent a fall in GDP 
and rise in unemployment.
It is for this reason that the • 
government should not act 
penny wise and pound fool- 
ish. The universal vaccine 
rollout must be funded from , 
Central fiscal funds.

In her Union Budget 
speech the F inance Minister . 
had said that she was allo­
cating 35,000 crores for this 
purpose, and would stand 
by to add more budgetary 
allocation as needed. That . 
need* has come now, and 
the Centre must be willing 
to spend fully. At a cost o f . * 
150 rupees times 2, for 1.3 
billion people it comes to 1
39,000 crore which is near 
the FM’s estimate. But even 
if it is double this amount 
it is necessary given thaj 
this vaccination drive is foj 
the public good. Making 
it available for free also 
removes the hassles of pay­
ment and collection or any 
possible vaccine hesitancy. - 
Also remember that vaccine ' 
research gets huge public - 
funding anyway, so zero . 
pricing makes sense. Of 
course, adequate returns '  
i.e. not super-normal profits ~ 
to vaccine manufacturers  ̂
have to be ensured, but that 
is still not inconsistent with 
a publicly-funded vaccine 
rollout. And lastly, this must 
not be left as a burden on 
State budgets since they are 
already reeling, and do not 
have the fiscal muscle to 
increase their borrowing. It 
is the Centre alone which 
can and must fund this drive 
at the lowest cost of bor­
rowing.

D r.Ajit Ranade is an 
economist and Senior FeU 
low, Takshashila Institution) 
(Syndicate: The B illion  
Press) (email: editor@the-' 
billionpress.org)
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“Freedom is the oxygen o f the soul. ”
___________________  — Moshe Dayan

The Shillong Times 

Freedom of speech & democracy
FREEDOM of speech is a fundamental right 
here but speaking out the truth itself could often 
land one in trouble, be it from the establishment 
or from the judiciary or even the local thugs. 
Both individuals and the media are at the receiv­
ing end of such aggressive responses. This is not 
peculiar to the present scene but has been the 
case in the past too. The result is a pliant media, 
often not having the courage to rub the estab­
lishment the wrong way. The foreign media is 
different as is proven again now via the Rupert 
Murdoch establishment, which said the "Modi 
government led India into a viral apocalypse".

With muscle-flexing by those in power, on the 
one side, and allurements too in the form mostly 
of crumbs, on the other, the fourth estate here is 
increasingly avoiding any sharp criticism of the 
establishment. The present Covid 19 scenario is 
the latest instance even as a critical situation is 
staring the nation in the face. Starting with Bihar 
and later with a set of five assemblies up for 
polls, the election campaigns were conducted 
like a jamboree and everyone including the 
media enjoyed the high spirits around. It was 
clear to the eye that the social distancing norm 
was flouted with gay abandon, apart from the 
failure of many at such events to even wear 
the face mask. Top guns like Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home minister Amit Shah 
led such mega shows and the local administra­
tions meekly looked the other way in these 
Covid-times. So too with the Kumbh Mela in 
Uttarakhand!

It was precisely these instances that The 
Australian -  a newspaper stated openly. Truth 
must be stated and stated loudly. That this did 
not happen from the side of the Indian media 
is what had encouraged those in power to take 
liberties and stretch things to ludicrous and dan­
gerous limits during the course of the election 
campaign. This is not to ignore the fact that the 
BJP-led Government did impose one of the big­
gest lockdowns in the world in the first phase of 
Covid. This had severe repercussions but that’s 
another story. The lockdown was followed by 
seVfetal taagh .measures that Mpedicontrol -the, 
spread. But with the coming of the second, 
more virulent wave things have gone horribly 
wrong. The nation is gasping for oxygen even 
as India reaches a critical stage requiring urgent 
replenishment from different friendly countries. 
Had there been adequate preparations based on 
lessons from the UK and elsewhere, several 
deaths that took place in recent days could have 
been avoided. The global media acts as a mirror 
to what is happening in India and what is being 
missed by the media here. They cannot be told 
to mind their own business.

IL e t t e r s  to t h e  K i l i t o r

Intrigues in 
MeECL

Editor,
The report in your es­

teemed newspaper “Intrigues 
scuttle renovation of MeECL 
project at Mawlai” dated 
20.04.2021 was conspicu­
ous by the absence o f a 
name. I assume it was about 
me, since I was the only 
lady director on the Board 
of MeECL who also hap­
pened to resign some time 
ago. Here therefore, is my 
rebuttal.

With regards to over­
hauling of the Mawlai Sub­
station, I was accused of 
“opposing the new tendering 
process...instead batted for 
the local contractors and 
suppliers saying that their 
bills had to be cleared first”. 
The minutes of the Board 
meeting dated December 
17, 2020 mentioned Clause 
5.5.3 of the Draft Bidding 
Document, which says, “In 
case of already completed 
works, the erection and sup­
ply invoice amount have to 
be reimbursed to the Own­
er”. The point raised by me 
was that in order to avoid 
unnecessary legal claim on 
the Corporation the issue 
of existing contractor needs 
to be settled before giving 
the same work to another 
Turn-key operator. Your 
report added, “she wanted 
the local suppliers to be paid 
for illegal orders”. Calling it 
“illegal” contradicts the very 
incorporating of Clause 5.5.3 
in the Bid Document itself. 
Moreover, the argument of 
fund lapse becomes unten­
able in the face of possible 
time-consuming litigation.

It is a fact that I was 
part of the Board decision 
held on January 31, 2020

Covid 2.0: The buck 
stops at the top

for cancelling of all LOA/ 
Tenders made. The objection 
made against the proposed 
Bid Documents which were 
presented to the Board on 
December 17, 2020 was 
that they were half-baked 
documents, which is not 
uncommon given the pro­
fessionalism of those who 
had prepared the Bid Docu­
ments.

The newspaper report 
says, “It is learnt that one 
of the reasons for the res­
ignation of the Independent 
Director was also because of 
this attempt by the Corpora­
tion to stake legal claim over 
its land.” The fact was that 
the agenda placed before the 
Board meeting on February
1,2021 was about “Engage­
ment of M/S NITCON Ltd. 
as Project Management Unit 
(PMU) for Monetization of 
Land Assets of MeECL and 
its Subsidiaries. I had said on 
record “that the issue is very 
sensitive and the same needs 
to be examined thoroughly 
based on the provisions of 
land laws applicable in Me­
ghalaya.” I made this point 
since the agenda item was 
circulated at the meeting 
itself without any time to 
study the papers.

It is also important to ask 
the following questions:

Why it was offered to 
M/S NITCON without any 
prior discussion in the Board 
and without calling for any 
Eol or Tender?

Whether the firm is con­
versant with the nuances 
of land laws of the State of 
Meghalaya?

Whether the firm has the 
manpower to carry out the 
work without assigning to 
other private agencies?

It would also have been 
in order to take up such en­
croachment by the staff, with

All through his long po' 
litical career, prime minister 
Narendra Modi has been the 
master of optics: the ability to 
effectively use the visual im­
age, a slogan, a sharp sound 
bite at just the right moment 
in a multi-media age is what 
has been his distinct leader­
ship weapon. But last week, 
the well-honed technique of 
perception management ap­
peared to have let down the 
prime minister for once. On a 
day when the daily Covid 19 
case count crossed two lakhs 
for the first time, the prime 
minister was busily address­
ing large election rallies in 
West Bengal. Little masking 
and no social distancing at the 
gathering, the prime minister 
appeared to be operating in a 
parallel universe to the stark 
ground realities of a country 
in the midst of another severe 
Covid wave. In his public 
communication, Mr Modi 
has repeatedly urged people 
to observe ‘do gaz ki doori’ 
(a distance of two yards) and 
yet now he was happily seen 
rousing frenzied crowds.The 
imagery and messaging were 
strikingly jarring.

To be fair, to expect the 
prime minister not to cam­
paign in a high stakes elec­
tion battle like Bengal is 
like asking Virat Kohli to 
withdraw from the world 
test championships final. The 
Election Commission’s re­
fusal to curtail an eight phase 
elongated poll schedule for 
Bengal meant that politi­
cal parties were necessarily 
constrained to run a marathon 
race. As a consummate politi­
cal campaigner, Mr Modi was 
never going to back off from 
hitting the road aggressively. 
This is his standard formula 
for fighting and winning 
elections: Modi and his chief 
aide, home minister, Amit 
Shah take no prisoners when 
in election mode.

But every formula must 
be rejigged in extraordi­
nary times. Could the prime 
minister, for example, have 
used the BJP’s vast digital 
footprint to address people 
online? Maybe, more realisti­
cally, the Election Commis­
sion itself should have been 
nudged to curtail the rallies 
and roadshows that are po­
tential super-spreaders. The 
key here is to set an example 
that others will be encouraged 
to embrace: true leadership is

the respective Deputy Com­
missioners for eviction under 
the law. The need to engage 
a firm for this purpose is not 
tenable.

The report further men­
tioned, “The Power Minister 
called the said indepen­
dent director and asked her 
many uncomfortable ques­
tions including failure of 
the management...”. Yes, 
the Minister had called me 
for a meeting on December 
14, 2020. It was a meeting 
between the Minister and 
myself and no other person 
was present. The meeting 
was cordial and matters like 
the failure of the manage­
ment was not discussed at 
all. The Independent Direc­
tors have no executive func­
tions. Specific issues, be they 
power theft or salary delay 
are discussed only when the 
Management places them as 
items in the agenda for Board 
meetings.

Your report says, “The 
Director didn’t like being 
grilled and within a week 
tendered her resignation cit­
ing flimsy reasons.” I affirm 
that no one grilled me. Please 
note that my resignation took 
place on February 3, 2021 
which is more than a month 
after the meeting with the 
Minister. I resigned as I was 
not happy with the manner 
in which the Board meetings 
were conducted. On the spot 
circulation of agenda and 
insufficient time given to 
study the papers is not how 
a professional organisation 
operates. Exceptions had 
become a rule. This was 
also contrary to laid down 
norms and practices under 
Company Law. My role as 
an Independent Director was 
in accordance with Schedule 
IV [Section 149(8)] Code 
for Independent Directors

By Rajdeep Sardesai

about being a step ahead of 
the rest, not becoming part of 
the multitude.

Unfortunately, an over­
politicised and hyper-polar­
ised society runs the risk of 
being trapped in the noise of 
constant politicking. This is 
precisely the trap the Modi 
government has got ensnared 
in at a time when the single- 
minded focus of the decision­
makers should have been 
on how to tackle Covid. In 
the last year, the Centre has 
been engaged in a variety

hubris, convinced that it was 
fully in control of the situa­
tion without accounting for 
the dangerous red signals that 
were beginning to flash.

The disjointed and short­
sighted vaccine policy is 
a classic example of being 
stuck in an echo chamber 
of cheerleaders who were 
already waving celebratory 
flags of conquering coro­
na when the primary need 
was to prepare for worst 
case scenarios. Why is it for 
example that by the third

of battles, each of which 
exhausted political capital 
and mindspace at the wrong 
time. Be it the border tangle 
with China, the attempt to 
topple opposition govern­
ments at home, the tug of war 
with state governments over 
resources, and now the do or 
die ‘war’ in Bengal, far too 
many bruising fronts have 
been opened. The China con­
flict can be blamed on an ex­
pansionist and untrustworthy 
neighbor but what of the 
farmers struggle that sparked 
off a winter of discontent? 
Was it really necessary to 
push through a contentious 
farm bill in parliament at 
a time when there was an 
urgent needJout)iiilil.p eBer 
consensus on how to fight a 
public health emergency?

Far too many political 
distractions, marked by a 
Sense of infallibility, meant 
that the eye was lifted from 
the Covid gaze. Having won 
the November Bihar election 
in particular, it seems as if 
an all powerful Modi gov­
ernment felt that its political 
agenda would trump all else. 
If citizenswere guilty of let­
ting their guard down because 
of Covid fatigue, the Centre 
too seemed caught in Covid

of the Ministry of Company 
Affairs, Government of In­
dia. One cannot give in to 
pressures when one knows 
that something is grossly 
wrong.

I suggest that you exer­
cise circumspection with 
your sources whose game is 
to malign, be malicious and 
fabricate facts to defuse the 
crisis. You will instead serve 
public interest better and 
prevent future load shedding 
by focussing on the popular 
demand for an independent 
inquiry into the functioning 
of MeECL and its subsidiar­
ies. Do not let the debate and 
narrative be twisted and di­
verted from the real spotlight 
on the whole mess relating to 
MeECL and its subsidiaries 
and the whole power sector 
in Meghalaya.

Yours etc.,
Lumlanglin Kharkongor,
Ex-Independent Director, 
MeECL and subsidiaries

India’s self 
inflicted 
tragedy

Editor,
The Prime Minister has 

really a thick neck to speak 
now on the second wave 
ravaging India on his latest 
Mann ki Baat radio talk. 
The state elections could 
have been deferred and the 
Kumbh mela could have 
been a symbolic one. All the 
positive results of combating 
the first wave have been lost. 
When there are restrictions 
on places of worship, why 
was the Kumbh mela given 
the all-clear signal? When 
the Tokyo Olympics 2020 
could be put off by a year, 
why was common sense not 
applied?

This ‘insatiable hunger’

week of March, India had 
exported more vaccines than 
it had administered to its own 
citizens? (60 million doses 
dispatched to 76 countries 
while 52 million Indians were 
vaccinated). The desire to 
use vaccine ‘soft power’ for 
diplomatic mileage and per­
sonal ‘Vishwa-guru’ image 
building could easily have 
been put off till the situation 
on the domestic front was 
fully in control. By restrict­
ing the number of vaccine 
options, not placing enough 
firm vaccine supply orders 
in advance, adopting a rigid 
‘quota-permit’ raj for vaccine 
distribution in each state, not 
doing enough to incentivize 
private sector manufacturers 
and not offering flexibility in 
vaccinating people across age 
groups, a bureaucratic maze 
was created that prevented 
fast tracking the vaccine 
rollout at a crucial time. 
That the world’s leading 
vaccine manufacturer is now 
desperately rushing to import 
vaccines to meet shortages 
reflects how the battle to con­
tain the pandemic is a long 
and complicated one.

The opposition would of 
course like to pin the entire

blame on the Modi govern­
ment for being seemingly 
ill-prepared to combat the 
second Covid wave. Hasn’t 
Congress leader, Rahul Gan­
dhi after all been forewarning 
the Centre of the pitfalls in its 
Covid management, warnings 
that have been met with typi­
cally dismissive reactions? 
And yet, can one really say 
that the Congress or opposi­
tion ruled states are in a better 
shape to combat Covid than 
BJP-govemed states? The 
virus doesn’t know of politi­
cal boundaries and there isn’t 
a magic mantra to tackle a 
pandemic. But the first step 
towards finding a solution 
is to accept the problem, ac­
knowledge mistakes and then 
course correct.

Which is why the recent 
changes in the vaccine policy 
are a step in the right direc­
tion. However, the Modi gov­
ernment cannot pass the buck 
now to state governments for 
Covid management. If the 
Centre takes credit for any­
thing positive that happens 
in ‘new’ India, then it must 
accept its share of blame for 
missteps.When it centralizes 
power and micro-manages 
decision-making but refuses 
to share even basic informa­
tion on monies spent through 
Prime Minister’s Care Fund 
on fighting Covid 19, then it 
must also be held accountable 
when things don’t go to plan. 
The buck this time stops at 
the top.

Post-script: Nothing quite 
exemplifies the mess in Covid 
decision making than the 
unseemly war of words last 
week between the Maharash- 
. tra government and the Centre 
over shortage in oxygen and 
Remdesivir supplies. When 
Maharashtra chief minister 
Uddhav Thackeray claimed 
that the prime minister’was’ 
uriconfactable because* He 
was campaigning in Ben­
gal, union minister Piyush 
Goyal hit back, accusing the 
Maharashtra government of 
‘corruption’ and ‘ineptitude’. 
Just wonder: couldn’t there be 
a hotline between Delhi and 
Mumbai for Covid control, 
or will every issue become a 
political slanging match on 
twitter?

(The writer is senior 
journalist and author. Mail: 
rajdeepsardesai52@gmail. 
com)

to rule and not govern ev­
ery state in the country has 
placed India in an unenvi­
able position today. The 
Union Cabinet and the Chief 
Election Commissioner are 
chiefly responsible for this 
appalling mess we find our­
selves in and they should be 
held accountable.

The new variant that’s af­
fecting us now was known to 
the Government of India late 
last year and yet no prepara­
tions were made to combat it. 
The Union Health Minister 
went on to boast that India 
had tamed the virus. Such 
hollow talk!

No concrete measures 
were taken to address the 
pathetic government health 
sector and Indians are pay­
ing a huge price for lack of 
foresight and poor leader­
ship. And here in Megha­
laya NEIGHRIMS is cry­
ing hoarse for all it’s cries 
have fallen on deaf ears. 
Furthermore there were no 
preparations whatsoever to 
galvanise the country to fight 
the second wave.

This is not leadership, but 
a megalomaniac government 
at work.

It’s unfortunate that the 
medical fraternity now needs 
to pick up the threads from 
scratch and to watch help­
lessly the terrible loss of 
lives due to the pandemic. 
Thousands of Indian citi­
zens’ lives have been shat­
tered and millions are in 
grief. It’s unfortunate that 
‘India’ has squandered a 
huge opportunity in curtail­
ing the damage for which we 
are now paying heavily.

The mainstream media 
has proved that it’s a bunch 
of limpets. What is the role 
of the media but to expose 
the failures of the powers 
that be! Dear God, now it’s

onlyYou who can deliver 
us from this terrible self in­
flicted tragedy.

Yours etc., 
Tyrone D’Brass 

Tura

A thank you 
note!

Editor,
Through your esteemed 

daily I would like to share 
my experiences with State 
Bank of India, Kenches 
Trace branch. We often raise 
complaints if things do not 
go our way and assume that 
it is the duty of the bank 
staff to promptly respond 
to our queries but we fail 
to appreciate them when 
things go well. As a client 
of the above bank I wish to 
congratulate them for being 
helpful towards their clients 
and would especially like to 
mention one staff in particu­
lar. Mr Sanjay, the cashier is 
cordial and polite with every 
client. In fact, I would like 
to place on record that Mr 
Sanjay has been very help­
ful and not only efficiently 
handles his share of duties 
but does not shy away from 
going beyond the call of 
duty to meet the needs of his 
clients. There has never been 
a time when I had to face 
agony and irritation from the 
staff. They have always tried 
their best to provide excel­
lent service to their clients. 
I wish to thank all the staff 
but especially Mr Sanjay 
for his efficiency and above 
all his eagerness to provide 
the best of service. We need 
more efficient staff like him 
for an easy and smooth trans­
action every time we visit 
the bank.

Yours etc.,
Lucky Star Shangpliang,

Shillong -4

Covid: Modi govt’s criminal 
abdication of responsibility
Lack of preparations 

squarely to blame 
for new wave
By Prabir Purkayastha

India's Covid numbers 
have far outstripped coun­
tries like the US and Brazil, 
which have been the poor 
performers till now. More 
worryingly, the number of 
positives to tests are now 
more than one out of five, 
more than four times what 
it was a few months back, 
indicating that the actual 
numbers of infected could 
be even higher.

What went wrong with 
the central government's 
handling of the epidemic? 
The government was un­
prepared for the second 
wave which started its steep 
climb about a month back. 
The central government and 
its experts believed that the 
Covid-19 pandemic would 
be over by February 2021, 
and the country would go 
back to normal after that. 
The Modi government truly 
believed its propaganda of 
the so-called Department 
of Science and Technology 
supermodel and was busy 
chest-thumping on its great 
success in fighting the pan­
demic. It was preparing to 
convert its "success" into 
electoral victory in the next 
set of state elections when 
the second wave struck.

As the numbers started 
rising, instead of trying to 
work out a cooperative plan 
on a countrywide basis to 
combat the epidemic, the 
BJP went on an offensive. 
The central ministers blamed 
the state governments for 
not doing enough and the 
people for having abandoned 
the safety norms of masks 
and social distancing. This, 
notwithstanding that the cen­
tral government had itself 
signalled a return to normal 
with public rallies, election 
campaigns and huge reli­
gious gatherings such as the 
Kumbha Mela.1 ifpfeoplie ‘ditf ■ ‘ 
relax the Covid-19 norm^, 
they were only following 
what the leaders on the dais 
during rallies—Narendra 
Modi and Amit Shah includ­
ed—were doing.

The first Covid-19 wave 
had peaked around mid- 
September, touching nearly
100,000 new infections.
It had gone down to half 
of that in one month, and 
from mid-October onwards, 
the numbers dropped even 
further till February end. 
This nearly four months of 
respite should have been 
used to strengthen the public 
health system in the country: 
increasing hospital beds, 
ICU facilities, building a 
supply chain for oxygen, 
and preparing protocols on 
how to handle the next wave. 
Strengthening the public 
health system, introducing 
clear guidelines, getting 
the state and local govern­
ments to function together 
is the first line of defence 
in handling the pandemic. 
The tragedy is that the cen­
tral government, which has 
centralised all powers under 
the Disaster Management 
Act, refused to prepare either 
itself or the states for this 
second wave in the belief 
that the pandemic was over.

The worst failing in the 
current crisis is the lack of 
oxygen in the hospitals. 
When the lungs of patients 
are affected due to Covid- 
19, the most important 
'medicine' is oxygen. News 
reports tell us of patients 
dying as hospitals run out of 
oxygen. Many hospitals in 
the capital are reporting that 
they have only a few hours 
of oxygen remaining. If this 
is the situation in the nation's 
capital, that too in the elite 
hospitals, imagine the plight 
of hospitals elsewhere.

In the first wave, the 
spread was limited to a few 
states, and even there, in 
certain densely populated 
areas. This time, it is spread 
across almost all states and a 
much larger cross-section of 
people. It is the outstripping 
of the hospital capacities 
across the country that is the 
core of the current crisis. The 
major reason for deaths dur­
ing an epidemic is when the 
number of serious patients 
outstrips the availability of 
hospital beds and the sup­
ply of oxygen. That is when 
fatalities start mounting.

Why did we not prepare

for this eventuality even three <1 
weeks back? When the speed 
of the rise of cases should 
have warned the central 
government of an impending 
crisis. With the alarm signals * ■ 
available three weeks back, • 
at least arranging increased 
oxygen production and its ' 
logistics—reaching it to 
states and hospitals—should 
have been planned from that 
time. And giving priority to ' 
medical oxygen over its in­
dustrial use, as we are doing 
belatedly now.

Why did the government - 
not take urgent steps and ! 
prepare for a rise of this [ 
magnitude? This govern­
ment is unfortunately com­
pletely centralised, only the 
prime minister and the home 
minister have the ability to , 1 
act. The other ministers are ’ ' 
harnessed only to dismiss ', 
any criticism, even con- /  
structive ones like Manmo- ’ 1 
han Singh's. It appears both '! 
Modi and Amit Shah's sights 
were set on winning the elec- •; 
tions in the east, particularly ' 
West Bengal, It is only after 
all other political parties 
stopped their rallies, the BJP 
realised the poor optics of 
the PM still in electioneer­
ing mode in the middle of - j 
a major pandemic. By then * > 
it was too late landing us in ■■' 
dire straits. !

The government's contin- ' 
uous announcements about ! 
vaccinations are claiming ’ 
much more than what we 
have achieved. First, the \  
claim that we have vaccinat- ’• 
ed 12.7 crores. We have not. 
While 12.7 crore vaccine ' ■ 
doses have been injected, ‘ ' 
not even 2 crore people ! 
have received the two doses ’ 
required.

At the beginning of April, 1 
states such as Maharash­
tra, Delhi and Punjab were

a n fe S s iH B r i
minister Harsh Vardhan 
Singh dismissed their com- < > 
plaints as politicising their ,' 
'failure to control the Covid- '' | 
19 pandemic'. Unfortunately ' '  
for the minister's c la im s , ' 
figures for vaccination show ' ( 
that the number of vaccine ' 1 
doses injected per day has ' ; | 
indeed come down to half 
what they were in early : 
April, confirming what these1 
states were saying then. '•

In his letter, the health 1! 
minister had also said, "So - 
long as the supply of v a c - : 
cines remains limited, there ' 
is no option but to prioritise • 
(who gets the vaccines), * 
This is also the established 
practice around the world, 
and is well known to all state 
governments." If this was ' , 
the correct policy two weeks ' • 
back, can the Modi govern- > j 
ment explain why they are i 
now proposing all people . ’ 
above 18 be vaccinated? No • ! 
explanation has been offered _ ■ 
on such a change consider- , ’ 
ing that vaccine supplies are ' 
not only still limited, but half , 
of what they were two-three • 
weeks back.

No plan has also been an­
nounced for how the country 
will ramp up its production 
and delivery to meet the ex-’■ 
panded target of vaccinating 
everybody above 18. Instead, . 
the central government has 
abandoned the responsibility 
for either acquiring or deliv­
ering the vaccines except to 
health workers and people 
above 45 years. It will sup- ,' 
ply this requirement from , 
50 per cent of the country’s , 1 
vaccine production. The rest, -j 
50 per cent will be for the * ■ 
state governments and the . 
open market. The state gov­
ernments are now directly 
responsible for their vaccine 
procurement without any 
mechanism in their hands 
to do so. The centre has also 
removed all price controls on 
vaccines, allowing vaccine 
makers to sell them in the ‘ , 
open market. ' ’

The Modi government • [ 
believes in centralising all ' > 
political power in its hands ; 
and letting the "free market" ! 
led by big monopoly houses 
solve the problems of the 
country. And if such a policy 
fails, blame the state gov­
ernments, the anti-national 
forces and finally the opposi- . 
tion. (IPA Service)

C ourtesy: P e o p le ’s __ 
Democracy
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Breaking the Covid chain
THE Government of Meghalaya has taken a pru­
dent decision in announcing a 10-day lockdown 
in certain vulnerable districts, beginning May 
1. Covid numbers in the State are rapidly rising 
and Government can no longer take a chance 
and allow a ‘business as usual’ atmosphere to 
continue. The fact is that even today people 
move around without masks and for some 
reasons are not convinced that social distanc­
ing is imperative to defeat the Covid virus. In 
this situation only a compulsory lockdown and 
staggered attendance at government and other 
important establishments can break the cycle 
of infection.

Medical experts opine that in case of COVID- 
19, each person with the virus can go on to infect 
around 2.5 people. If each of those people go 
about their day as normal, and infect another 2.5 
people, within a month, 406 people would be 
infected just from that first infection. The big­
gest challenge as far as Covid 19 is concerned 
is that individuals who are asymptomatic or 
have mild symptoms can still spread the dis­
ease. Hence the need for social distancing and 
limiting contact with others in addition to other 
Covid protocols such as hand-washing and not 
touching the face, is so critical. In recent times 
the World Health Organization has changed the 
term social distancing to ‘physical distancing’ in 
order to emphasise the importance of being far 
away enough to avoid infection from respiratory 
droplets that transmit the virus. It is important 
that every single person adheres to this, whether 
or not they think they are sick. But this demands 
public responsibility and cooperation which is 
difficult to come by. Call it ignorance or foolhar­
diness but effecting behavioural change (mask­
ing and distancing) are both a monumental chal­
lenge for governments in India. Unfortunately, 
social influencers like politicians themselves 
break this important protocol.

India's confirmed cases o f Covid-19 had 
reached its peak on September 16, 2020, at 
97,860 cases confirmed in a single day. From 
this high point, India's Covid-19 numbers came 
down to a low of just 8,579 cases by February 1, 
2021. Hence in early 2021, India's Covid curve 
had begun to flatten,'making it appear like the 
pandenm&ag beingbeatea down, ,.Testing, tpo.. 
reached its high point in September but fell 
in February from 1.49 million tests done on a 
single day on September 24, 2020, to a low of 
just 486,122 tests on February 14, 2021. But 
cases have been rising since then. By March 
21,2021, the central government reported about 
47,000 cases. In other words, India's confirmed 
cases had risen 4.5 times since the low point 
of February 1, 2021 but vaccination had not 
picked up pace. This slackening of guard by 
the government at the centre and the states has 
brought India back to a gasping point where 
oxygen is the only saving grace but which is fast 
depleting. In such a situation a lockdown alone 
can slow the infection rate and hopefully give 
the healthcare system a breather. It's Hobson's 
choice for the government.

I

Covid-19 vaccination: 
Necessary but not forced

L e t t e r s  to t h e  F . d i t o r

On the two 
UDP Stalwarts

Editor,
Initially I had ignored 

to go howling over Albert 
Thymiang’s article, but un­
der pressure from peers and 
since his last article also 
directly invites mine and 
my colleague’s attention, I 
would like to draw the writ­
ers attention to his article," 
To the two UDP stalwarts” 
(ST April 20, 2021). Re­
garding Thymiang’s article, 
“UDP’s Blatant Hypocrisy,” 
(ST April 6, 2021), the title 
of the article itself was con­
spicuous in establishing his 
motive against those in the 
UDP. Does he mean to say 
that a non- living organiza­
tion can be a hypocrite since 
he is now trying to wriggle 
out by saying, ‘I did not 1am- 
bast anyone as criminal nor 
used abusive language nor 
called anyone a hypocrite.’

The writer can also come 
out with distortions, when he 
instead interprets that I admit 
being a hypocrite politician, 
which however I quoted his 
allegation used against us. 
And now he has brought up 
many new and irrelevant 
issues to which I will react 
only on two most important 
ones - on being together 
in MDA with BJP and on 
women’s participation in 
traditional institutions.

What will the UDP do 
with 7 MLAs only in the 
House of 60? In any coalition 
government, a number of

parties may form a govern­
ment. So does MDA, where 
we are together with the 
NPP, PDF, HSPDP and BJP. 
It’s like being a member in a 
society, where one can’t run 
away, only because there are 
criminal elements in it. But 
if the author dares to leave 
India ruled by BJP, I assure 
him we will get out of the 
MDA within moments, or 
BJP would be sacked from 
M D A .

On women’s participation 
in local Dorbars, we have 
women members in many 
Dorbar Shnong and I want 
women to participate in our 
village Durbars. There is no 
law to bar them, nor, should 
there be anything as such. 
There is no law either to bar 
a woman from being a local 
Dorbar Chief, but women 
themselves in general shy 
away voluntarily for many 
personal and domestic rea­
sons.

As for women occupying 
post in Traditional institu­
tions as Syiem and Sirdar, 
the author should better learn 
the local administrative laws 
of the traditional durbars, 
rather than trying to question 
the accepted tenets.

Finally, I welcome Thyr- 
niang to join active politics, 
to better understand the in­
trinsic values of practical 
politics and local administra­
tive systems, since it is easier 
said than done. In the UDP 
we have a system of screen­
ing all applicants.

Yours etc., 
BM Lanong, 

Via email

A few days ago I came to 
know that my friend’s mother 
had contracted the Covid-19 
virus. She has been admitted 
in a hospital and is currently 
stable. Following protocols, 
he and his family are under 
isolation. I called him to ask 
about his mother and in the 
course of the discussion my 
friend narrated an incident 
which happened right after 
his mother got the virus. A 
neighbour visited the fam­
ily without the mask. He 
declared to my friend that he 
does not believe in the au­
thenticity of the disease and 
declared that all of it was a 
hoax. My friend was annoyed 
and asked him to leave. What 
infuriated my friend was the 
completely insensitive at­
titude of the neighbour who 
tried to downplay the grave 
concerns that the family were 
having. Someone my friend 
knew very well had recently 
passed away from Covid-19. 
Setting aside the obnoxious 
behaviour, the neighbour is 
not alone in harbouring such 
opinions.

Although the vaccination 
drive has been going on for 
some time, there are many 
who are not yet convinced 
by the safety of the vaccine. 
I know close friends who are 
unwilling to take the vac­
cine. There are many reasons 
for it which range from the 
implausible to the genuine. 
Some of the most improbable 
claims come from conspiracy 
theorist and anti-vaxxers who 
are spreading misinforma­
tion about the vaccines. The 
one about how the vaccine 
contained microchips was 
quite persistent in 2020. One 
would be surprised as to how 
many people actually believe 
in conspiracy theories about 
covid-19 being a hoax. Then 
there are genuine fears about 
the safety of the vaccine and 
its effectiveness in preventing 
the current strain of infection.

vaccinated being infected, 
such fears have only been 
reinforced. I was myself very 
concerned about the efficacy 
of the vaccine during the 
early part of the year.

With India trying to out­
do/emulate other nations, it 
announced the administration 
of Covaxin even before the 
third phase, which is the test­
ing of the efficacy phase was 
completed. While the vaccine 
had been demonstrated to be 
safe, the tests to determine 
whether it can prevent Covid- 
19 had not been completed. 
This is something I came to 
know from Karan Thapar’s 
interview with the former 
Director of AIIMS (All India

MCS results 
should not be 

delayed
Editor,
Since this daily has been 

pursuing the cause of the 
MCS aspirants and the hur­
dles that the Commission 
had to pass through, it is fair 
to inform the readers of your 
esteemed daily that on April 
22, 2021, the Meghalaya 
Public Service Commission 
(MPSC) finally completed 
the process of conducting 
the personal interviews of 76 
candidates who had qualified 
for the Main Examination 
for recruitment to the posts 
of Meghalaya Civil Services 
(MCS) - Junior Grade. The 
MCS personal interview 
spanned a total of six days 
with about 12 candidates or 
so for each day. According 
to the feedback received 
from several candidates, 
the MPSC Chairperson and 
Members, as well as the 
direct regular recruit IAS ex­
pert member(s) were highly 
professional in their con­
duct during all the days of 
the personal interview. The 
questions asked of the candi­
date were of a high standard, 
befitting the stature of a State 
Civil Service exam. For this 
reason alone the MPSC must 
be commended for living up 
to the expectations of the 
candidates.

While some candidates 
said they performed well in 
their respective interviews;

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

Institute of Medical Science) 
MC Mishra. In the interview 
Mishra vouched for the safety 
of the vaccine but was not 
very convincing about its 
efficacy. In fact, he admitted 
the data for efficacy were 
not available. Basically the 
argument that Karan Thapar 
made was that the Indian 
public was being used as 
guinea pigs to test the vac­
cine. India could have waited 
for at least a month till all the 
trials were complete. But the 
rush to be among the first 
was too strong for a gov­
ernment which believes in

blamed for the rise in cases 
and not the State machinery 
which was complicit in flout­
ing protocols. There was also 
a picture of the sitting Chief 
Minister Conrad Sangma 
without his mask standing 
with a large group of people 
during the campaign. If the 
highest officials of the State 
through their actions demon­
strate that Covid-19 is benign 
does it not give credibility to 
the claims that the disease is 
actually not serious? How 
can the State then blame 
those who make the same 
argument?

headlines management rather 
than governance. For those 
who would like to watch the 
interview they can go to the 
following link. https://www. 
youtube.com/watch

Recently massive elec­
tion rallies were being held in 
Bengal, Assam, Tamil Nadu 
and Puducherry. In Megha­
laya we had campaigns for 
our «wn District Council 
elections in Garo Hills. The 
aggressive campaigning gave 
the impression that Covid-19 
had been defeated and social 
distancing and protocols 
be damned. Cases unsur­
prisingly started rising and 
prominent leaders like Rahul 
Gandhi contracted the virus. 
Hemg and exhorted others to 
do iriPsfflMSPMSi 
the news that CPI-M General 
Secretary Sitaram Yechury’s 
son had died of Covid-19. 
Recently a friend whom I 
had met during a workshop 
requested for an oxygen cyl­
inder for her brother on Face- 
book. It was heart-wrenching 
to listen to her pleas. All this 
in many ways was brought 
about the apathetic attitude 
of our elected officials who 
flouted the protocols when it 
suited them. Our own Deputy 
Chief Minister Prestone Tyn­
song did not consider the 
election rallies as ‘super 
spreader events’. What this 
effectively means is that it 
is the public who is to be

others were unsure and felt 
demotivated by their un­
satisfactory performance. 
Regardless of the outcome, 
all 76 candidates should feel 
proud that they have reached 
this final stage of the recruit­
ment examination. Now that 
all stages of the recruitment 
process is finally over, we 
request the MPSC to please 
declare the final results at 
the earliest to avoid unnec­
essary speculations. At this 
juncture, the Commission’s 
onus is only to tabulate the 
marks of the Mains Exam 
and the Personal Interview 
and place the names of fu­
ture civil servants in order 
of merit. We sincerely hope 
MPSC will not let us down' 
in this regard, now that the 
candidates are all so close 
to their goal. Any delay in 
the declaration of results 
will gives rise to unhealthy 
maneuverings. If only to 
redeem its image which in 
the past has been sullied 
due to various reasons, this 
is the time for the MPSC 
to demonstrate that the new 
leadership is determined to 
get the Commission back on 
the rails.

Yours etc., 
Jeremiah S.

Via email

Precautionary 
measures for 

bankers
Editor,
Apropos of the letter by 

Lucky Star Shangpliang

Now the campaigning is 
over everyone is being asked 
to follow protocols. The drive 
for vaccination has been in­
tensified. However, because 
of the apprehensions created 
by conspiracy theorist, anti- 
vaxxers and government ac­
tions many are still unwilling 
to take the vaccine. The state 
has therefore decided to come 
hard on such groups with the 
Deputy Commissioner of 
West Khasi Hills, Tableland 
Lyngwa bringing out the 
notification that all the taxi 
drivers and shop keepers in 
the district will have to go for 
vaccination. Failure to com­
ply with the order will result 
in revocation of the licences 
and pep^its. After itieptitude, 
comes totalitarianismrTliis 
m'6ve has’the' potential to ' 
backfire spectacularly.

Suppose the administra­
tion is somehow able to force 
people to take the vaccine, 
what happens when some 
of the unwilling recipients 
were to fall severely ill or 
worse not because of the 
vaccine but because of other 
ailments? There will be those 
who will make the point out 
that it proved that the vac­
cine is dangerous. In many 
cases, rumours don’t even 
need to be . true but the re­
percussions are going to be 
very real. Even those who 
may be willing to go for the 
shots may start having sec­
ond thoughts. The pushback

captioned, “Thank you note” 
(ST April, 28, 2021), I con­
cur with Mr. Shangpliang on 
the efficiency and prompt­
ness of the employees of 
State Bank of India, Kenches 
Trace Branch. Private Banks 
are assumed to provide the 
best of services to clients, 
however, it is a proven fact 
that it is not the sectors of 
business that provides the 
best or worst services, it is 
the employee/team that can 
actually make a difference.

As an account holder, 
I have actually never en­
countered any challenges 
or delays with any form of 
banking related work with 
SBI Kenches Trace Branch. 
Consequently as a delighted 
client, I would also like to 
highlight that the health and 
safety of these employees is 
of utmost importance and in 
fact the need of the hour in 
these Covid times.

Considering the current 
scenario, many sectors are 
resorting to ‘work from 
home’ schedules to avoid 
personal contact with people 
which is the mode of infec­
tion of the new Covid strain. 
However, I understand that 
some sectors like banks 
have no options but to keep 
themselves and their team as 
frontline workers. Therefore, 
the minimum we can hope 
for it that they are provided 
with all the equipment and 
necessary precautions to be 
able to work in a safe work­
ing environment.

I suggest that there should 
be a fibre glass divider be­
tween the clients and every

against the vaccine will get 
intensified and then whatever 
gains that could have been 
achieved would be lost. Since 
it is an intrusive directive and 
ignores consent I am not sure 
about the legal implications 
of such an order. Maybe some 
legal experts can shed more 
light on this. Whatever the 
legality of such an order, this 
echoes of the forced sterilisa­
tion that happened during the 
Indian Emergency. I am not 
sure many people fondly re­
member that period of Indian 
history.

There is no denying that 
Covid-19 is real and vacci­
nation is one of the ways to 
stop it. This is something that 
was known a year ago when 
the virus first appeared. That 
there will be people who will 
be reluctant to accept vacci­
nation was also well known. 
One has only to look at other 
immunisation programs in the 
State to understand that. What 
was the State machinery doing 
all this time? Sitting around a 
table, having tea/lunch and 
gossiping? They should have 
gone into an overdrive to 
make sure that when the vac­
cines are ready people’s fears 
would have been quelled. As 
always we are playing catch 
up and many will suffer be­
cause of it.

Another friend called me 
and told me that he heard that 
teachers (he is one) will be 
forced to go for vaccinations. 
If they refuse they will face 
punishment. Is that a rumour 
or a fact? Notwithstanding, 
he is adamant that he will not 
comply with it. In my family 
my father has taken the vac­
cine and I am arranging one 
for my mother. Once vaccina­
tion is open for all I will take 
one myself. But for those who 
are unconvinced, force is not 
going to help. Instead efforts 
must be made to reach out to 
them. This is not to be done 
only by making some posters 
or yjxteos. There has.^hP 
phjfftFiyisit (with, ̂ ogiM . 
tancing) where they are made 
aware of the safety of the 
vaccine. The religious bodies 
could be recruited which will 
be very helpful in convincing 
the reluctant. Maybe the order 
in West Khasi Hills is a trial 
by the Government to see if 
anyone opposes the move? If 
no objections are raised they 
will force it on others as well. 
This could have devastating 
repercussions and it will only 
add to the problems. We need 
to defeat Covid-19 and we 
have to do it together. Arro­
gance has already brought us 
to this stage. It will not help 
us get out of it.

Email: bhogtoram. nes- 
fas@gmail.com

counter or employee, includ­
ing at the cabins so that he/ 
she does not endanger his/ 
her life on the line of duty. I 
urge the concerned authori­
ties of the bank to consider 
my plea so that the team will 
be able to perform to the best 
of their abilities and keep on 
serving their customers with 
dedication.

Yours etc., 
Leezandra Dkhar, 

Via email

Commendable
service

Editor,
I wish to convey my ap­

preciation to Lucky Star 
Shangpliang for the letter 
to the editor, captioned, “A 
thank you note,’ (ST April 
28, 2021). Mr Shangpliang 
mentioned the cashier Sanjoy 
Choudhury as being helpful 
and courteous. Indeed he is 
an extraordinary bank em­
ployee of the State Bank of 
India (SBI) who is deserving 
of a thank you note. He is 
extremely hard working and 
looks after the matters of the 
customers dispassionately. 
SBI Kenches Trace Branch 
is probably one of the best 
branches of the SBI.

Yours etc., 
Dr S K Chattopadhyay 

Via email
A rticles and letters 

appearing on this page are 
the views of the writers/ 
authors and not that of 
The Shillong Times

Healthcare professionals 
need greater protection

ILO report 
highlights new 

workplace dangers
By Gyan Pathak

The world has already 
lost 7,000 health work­
ers since the outbreak of 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
about 136 million health 
and social care workers are 
at great risk of contracting 
the infection while braving 
the disease to help others 
survive. However, the tre­
mendous pressure of han­
dling patients day and night 
has adversely affected their 
mental health. One in five 
healthcare workers globally 
has reported depression and 
anxiety symptoms.

The issue has been high­
lighted in a new report re­
leased by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) 
while highlighting the work­
place dangers faced by key 
workers who need greater 
protection to do their jobs 
safely. The devastating 
COVID-19 has underlined 
the need to minimize the 
risks for everyone in the 
workplace and put strong 
and resilient safety systems 
in place in the event of future 
health emergencies. ,

The document “Antici­
pate, prepare, and respond to 
crises: Invest now in resilient 
(OSH) Occupational Safety 
and Health systems” has said 
that it is not only a health 
emergency but has also pro­
foundly impacted nearly 
every aspect of the world of 
work -  from the immediate 
threat of acquiring the virus 
to lockdowns, the closure of 
businesses, school closures, 
widespread job losses in key 
sectors, global supply chain 
disruption and restrictions 
on mobility.

In some cases, COVID-19 
infections may be attributed 
to workplace exposure, and 
certain workplace settings -  
such a&healthcare and social , 
care -  which faave been parw 
ticularly affected. It is worth 
mentioning that 14 percent 
of all global infections oc­
curred in healthcare workers. 
In European countries 25 per 
cent of cases have occurred 
among healthcare workers. 
In the Americas, COVID-19 
has infected over 570,000 
health workers and killed 
2,500. In African countries, 
health workers constitute 
more than 5 percent of cases 
with some countries ac­
counting for more than 10 
per cent.

In addition to the risk of 
the contagion, workers in 
all sectors have faced other 
hazards that have emerged 
due to new work practices 
and procedures adopted to 
mitigate the spread of the 
virus. Mitigation strategies 
have rapidly been adopted, 
including administrative 
and engineering controls, 
working from home arrange­
ments, increased use of PPE 
and disinfection, etc. These 
measures might help slow 
the spread of the virus, but 
they can create new OSH 
risks, including chemical, 
ergonomic and psychosocial 
hazards.

Healthcare and emer­
gency workers -  and also 
essential workers -  have 
faced many stressful situa­
tions at work as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Increased workloads, longer 
working hours and reduced 
rest periods have become 
the norm during the crisis. 
The risk of violence and 
harassment at work has also 
risen, with consequences for 
both physical and mental 
well-being. Many health­
care workers have had to 
confront difficult decisions 
resulting in moral fatigue, 
such as choosing how to 
allocate limited resources 
when faced with many seri­
ous cases in intensive care.

Teleworking has been 
widely implemented in 
many settings -  and while 
this is often essential to 
limit the spread of the virus 
and maintain jobs and busi­
ness continuity, it has led 
to certain OSH concerns 
including ergonomic and 
psychosocial risks. It might 
provide workers with in­
creased flexibility but many 
of them also struggle with 
“presenteeism”, ie the blur­
ring of lines between work

and private life, musculo- „ 
skeletal disorders caused by 
stationary work in front of a ’ 
computer, the responsibil­
ity of caring for children or 
parents while working, and 
the social isolation that may 
come from not being in the 
office -  which affects profes­
sional development. - '

The pandemic has also 
witnessed an increase in ’■ 
the number of cases of do- ' 
mestic violence, including ' 
for workers confined to the 
home due to lockdowns; • 
with up to five times more ' 
calls globally to domestic 
violence helplines.

The report highlighted 
the crucial role of interna- - 
tional labour standards (ILS) 
in responding to the COVID- 
19 crisis while urging the 
countries to implement the 
same, which includes pro­
moting, respecting and im­
plementing ILS provisions 
on occupational safety and 
health, working arrange­
ments, protection of spe­
cific categories of workers, ' 
non-discrimination, social 
and employment security 
while adjusting to the socio-1 - 
economic consequences of.' 
the pandemic. A wide range *■' 
of ILO labour standards on ■ 
employment, social pro; 
tection, wage protection, 
promotion of MSMEs or ' 
workplace cooperation can 
also be taken when tackling 
the crisis and promoting - 
economic recovery. '

National public health 
and OSH system needs tq > 
be strengthened along with -r 
a sound national policy and 
regulatory framework which 1 
is essential for the protection ’ 
and promotion of physical , 
and mental health at work. ' 
Such a system is require^ >. 
to ensure that working; etfc* .> 
vironments are safe.,and.n 
healthy, and that there is a : 
clear and well-known es­
tablished set of rights and ; 
duties. The report calls for 
recognition of COVID-19 
as an occupational disease 
in all countries. Presently, 
only a few counties have 
this provision, and workers 
are compensated for any 
infection at work or the conr 
sequences of working under ’ 
stressful conditions due to , 
COVED-19.

There are also new legal ’ 
requirements to prevent the 
spread of the virus in the 
workplace to adapt pro- / 
actively to new contexts 
and to allow for rapid and 
appropriate emergency rer 
sponses. Enterprises need 
to identify potential sources 
of exposure, taking into * 
account all work areas and 
tasks performed by workers; - 
Almost all countries have is- ' 
sued guidelines, but there is 
still much to be done. Even • 
in G20 countries, ventilation 
and air filters are available . 
for 73 per cent, physical 
barriers 64 per cent, and 
using marker tape on the ■ 
floor, one-way systems etc 
64 per cent. Organizational . 
and administrative measures, 
included teleworking 82 per , 
cent, holding meetings virtu-, 
ally 80 per cent, physical dis­
tancing 73 per cent, involv­
ing workers in reviewing and 
updating risk assessments 64 
per cent, measures to control 
other risks related to the 
crisis and the changes put in 
place to deal with it 64 per 
cent, training of workers 64 • 
per cent, working time shifts 1 
to reduce onsite presence 63 
per cent, and discontinuing 
non-essential travel 73 per 
cent. Other measures such 
as use of PPE is 82 per cent, 
monitoring and supervision 
73 per cent, cleaning and en- 
suring hygiene 73 per cent, 
and procedures dealing with 
workers with symptoms or 
tested positive only 64 per v 
cent. Non-G20 countries are 
far behind in implementing 
such measures.

ILO has called for stron­
ger mechanisms in every 
country to ensure compli­
ance with national laws . 
and regulations, including 
system inspection, to pro- _ 
tect health and key workers . 
to save life and economic 
resources to sustain it. (IPA , 
Service)
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“Beauty in distress is much the most 
affecting beauty. ”

_______  — Edmund Burke
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Judiciary and politics
IN a curious instance, the Karnataka high court 
has expressed dismay after it was found out 
that a retired judge had paid over Rs 8 crore 
to a middle-man to secure a governor’s post. 
This case in question is that of a retired lady 
judge who came up with a petition that she was 
“cheated” in this respect by an astrologer well- 
connected with top political brass. The high 
court has rightly pointed out that such an act by 
a retired judge lowered the prestige of judges 
and the judiciary and also affected the image 
of the governor’s post. More importantly, the 
relevant question is how a retired judge had such 
easy money to spare for realizing her dream of 
becoming a high-flying governor.

Clearly, the judiciary is taking quite a few 
hits of late, and all of a similar kind. The qual­
ity of those manning the judiciary was of a high 
order when India started off as a Republic with 
its own Constitution and legal system in 1950. 
But over the years the cracks have shown when 
retired judges have accepted posts retirement 
jobs including a Rajya Sabha seat. This dam­
ages the credibility of the judiciary. Political 
interferences in the justice dispensation system 
that had started with Indira Gandhi began to 
vitiate the system. Over the years, the scenario 
progressively Worsened. The ‘crores for bail’ 
scam involving a mining baron exposed the 
underbelly of India’s justice delivery system. 
There were huge embarrassments in relation 
to the Supreme Court too. All o f these hurt the 
image of Indian judicial system in no small 
measure.

The attempt by a retired judge to bribe her 
way into a Raj Bhavan cannot be seen in iso­
lation. The political process has become so 
corrupt in this country that all these are in the 
realm of possibility. Crores o f rupees are paid 
by aspirants to top political leaders in order to 
get a candidature or nomination to Parliament 
for the same reason that these offices like the 
goveamor’s post, have an aura around them. But, 
such indulgences only hurt the fair image o£ 
democracy further.The problem starts with those 
at the helm. A leader of high integrity at the top 
position is normally a guarantee that systems are 
not tampered with for individual gains. Today, 
every system in this country is in for a shock, 
having been undercut by wayward politicians at 
the helm of affairs and they using every means 
to attain their goals and satisfying their greed 
and whims. Political dynasties have cropped 
up across states, all o f them being epitomes of 
corruption where the public exchequer is being 
raided in multiple ways. This has got to stop and 
some whistle blowing is due by public spirited 
individuals!

Traditional institutions 
in a modern democracy

Much has been written 
about the traditional insti­
tutions in Meghalaya and 
many paeans sung about the 
ability of the Dorbar Shnong 
in particular to render service 
to their respective constitu­
ents especially during the 
pandemic. However, the fact 
remains that the relationship 
between the Dorbar Shnong 
and the government is at best 
tenuous. It is as if the Dorbar 
Shnong are doing the Gov­
ernment a favour whenever 
the latter is in trouble. There 
is no synergy and no seam­
less working relationship be­
cause there is nothing written 
anywhere in any book defin­
ing that working relationship 
between the two authorities. 
The Dorbar Shnong draw 
their strength from the faith 
that people have on them 
in resolving petty disputes, 
addressing their immediate 
needs pertaining to buying 
and selling of land within 
their respective localities 
and helping to settle discords 
amicably.

In recent times the Dorbar 
Shnong beyond municipal 
limits also shoulder the re­
sponsibility of managing 
civic services such as garbage 
collection and disposal and 
managing the water supply 
system which is financed and 
installed by the Public Health 
Department of the Govern­
ment, amongst others. After 
the implementation of the 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (NRE- 
GA) the Dorbar Shnong in 
the rural areas and suburbs 
have played a key role in 
identifying the beneficiaries 
for the job cards. The Dorbar 
Shnong also supervises over 
the public distribution system 
and they also implement the 
MLA schemes in their respec­
tive areas. In a sense they are 
the local governance bodies 
but without- clearly demar­
cated 'responsibilities ̂ and an 
accountability system. Since 
their terms of reference are 
not clearly mentioned in the 
Constitution and the office 
bearers of the Dorbar render 
voluntary service (without 
any salary or honorarium), 
their relationship vis-a-vis 
the government is also largely 
informal. Their roles too are 
what is called in Khasi “trei 
mon sngewbha” (rendering 
voluntary service).

Since most of the Rang- 
bah Shnong in the urban 
centres are also government 
employees, they may not be 
in need of remuneration for 
services rendered but not all

By Patricia Mukhim

I L e t t e r s  to t h e  F . d i t o r

Load shedding 
distress

Editor,
Through the columns of 

your newspaper, I wish to 
draw attention to the prob­
lems encountered by stu­
dents like myself because 
of the ongoing unscheduled 
load shedding.

The notice on load shed­
ding has caused anxiety 
and stress in students like 
me who are preparing for 
the final semester exams. 
Electricity is unquestionably 
needed, since we have to rely 
on online reading materials 
for our preparation as it is 
impossible to have physical, 
access to libraries. Adding 
to our stress is the frequent 
unscheduled power cuts dur­
ing the day without notice. 
With the exams being held 
online, electricity would be 
one of the essential elements 
needed to successfully com­
plete the exams.

The load shedding had 
already in the past months af­
fected students badly when it 
disrupted our online classes. 
As we have all witnessed the 
stark digital divide being 
exposed like it's never been 
before, having power cuts 
only aggravated our pain 
and suffering. The problems 
faced concern not only stu­
dents in East Khasi Hills 
District but span across other 
districts of the state. In fact 
they must be facing more 
severe power cuts than East 
Khasi Hills or Shillong in

particular.
While we are aiming 

for the stars and climbing 
mountains to reach the top, 
the load shedding we ex­
perience during exams and 
especially when the world 
is going digital is a huge 
dampener. This is no way to 
treat students who are most 
affected by the disruption of 
regular classes and who are 
compelled to attend online 
classes. I request the MeECL 
to lift the load shedding 
completely during exams. 
However, if there is dire need 
to go for load shedding then 
MeECL should give 10-days 
advanced notice so that we 
can make alternative ar­
rangements and do not miss 
out on the exams.

Yours etc., 
Phindakershisha R Syiem 

Lady Shri Ram College For 
Women, New Delhi.

Defaulting
Returnees

Editor,
There is a belief, with 

ample circumstantial evi­
dence to back up such a 
conviction, that the spike of 
Covid cases that Shillong 
City is currently facing is 
mainly due to defaulting re­
turnees. These are residents 
of Meghalaya who have 
returned from Covid infected 
areas but who for reasons 
best known to themselves, 
think it is smart and cool to 
hoodwink the administra­
tion in its effort to confirm

have that privilege. Some 
hold that office because of 
the faith that the residents 
have in them and when the 
MLA scheme comes by, it is 
usually the Rangbah Shnong 
or some members of the 
executive committee or their 
family members that carry 
out the work as contractors. 
And no one actually minds 
that as long as the work is 
properly executed. In fact if a 
member of the Shnong is ex­
ecuting a piece of work such 
as constructing a footpath or 
black-topping a road within 
the locality, it is expected that 
the work would be of a better 
quality than if it were to be 
executed by some contractor 
from outside who cannot be 
held accountable. Above all, 
Dorbar Shnong cannot ac­
cess any government funds 
as the panchayats do. So 
they are hamstrung by lack 
of funds in carrying out any 
development work within 
their localities. Naturally, 
they have to keep plying 
the MLA for road/bridge 
repairs, water supply, and 
other developmental matters. 
The MLA puts across to the 
Government those require­
ments. Dorbars are therefore 
obliged to the MLA and are 
not free agents.

If and when a Dorbar 
Shnong writes to any Gov­
ernment department for any 
assistance in any area requir­
ing intervention, they will 
also approach the MLA to 
ensure that the application 
is favourably considered. 
Rangbah Shnong rarely ap­
proach the departments on 
their own, perhaps because 
they don’t feel confident that 
those in the department will 
give heed to their request. 

. And that is because Rangbah

Dorbar Shnong fell on the 
autonomous councils. The 
Village Administration Bill 
is still hanging fire, thereby 
leaving the Dorbar Shnong a 
largely undefined institution 
in the modem governance 
system.

To be fair, there is nothing 
traditional in the architecture 
of the Dorbar Shnong other 
than the fact that women are 
still not allowed to assume 
headship of the Dorbar. The 
very word “Rangbah” with­
out the prefix ‘U’ (male) or 
‘Ka’ (female) is assumed to 
mean an adult male and as Mr 
BM Lanong in his letter to the 
editor in this paper (April 29) 
stated, women shy away from 
that post/responsibility for 
reasons best known to them. 
That’s an astute way of say­
ing that women don’t want 
to head a Dorbar Shnong 
because they are either inca­
pable of doing so or because 
they believe it is the last male 
bastion in Khasi society and 
they are apologetic of already 
having taken away so much 
from the male because of 
the very fact that women 
bequeath their lineage to 
their children -  something 
that a certain section of Khasi 
male nurse a grouse against. 
But let’s keep this discussion 
for another day. Today the 
discourse is about the tenuous 
relationship between the Dor­
bar Shnong and Government 
and I shall stick to that.

As an institution the Dor­
bar Shnong is accountable 
to no one; not the District 
Council or the Syiem of 
Mylliem. If the Dorbars were 
functioning under the man­
date laid out by any of the two 
authorities above then they 
would have had very clear

derive its mandate to excom­
municate anyone? This is a 
hugely grey area.

Let’s talk about the present 
pandemic and the role played 
by the Dorbar Shnong. Un­
like other organs of the state 
that come into play once the 
pandemic has been declared 
a natural disaster, the Dorbar 
Shnong had to be invited 
by the respective Deputy 
Commissioners to discuss 
what role they should play 
in tackling the pandemic in 
their Shnong. The Deputy 
Commissioners too are well 
aware that they can at best 
‘request’ the Shnong to assist 
them because there is no laid 
down administrative mandate 
where Dorbar Shnong can be 
told they have to ‘carry out 
certain tasks’ since they don’t 
fall within the purview of 
Government by virtue of be­
ing ‘traditional institutions.’ 
Since the District Councils 
have been tasked with fram­
ing the Village Administra­
tion Bill it would appear 
that the Councils have some 
authority over the Dorbars. 
In that case it would have 
been practical for the Deputy 
Commissioners to activate 
the Councils who will in turn 
activate the Dorbars. But 
that has never happened. In 
a crisis the Government has 
relied on the Dorbar Shnong 
to come to its assistance. But 
this undefined relationship 
cannot carry on forever even 
as we realise and admit that 
the Dorbar Shnong are more 
grounded and committed 
to the task at hand in their 
respective localities than the 
elected Councillors. It is this 
gap which is showing when 
it comes to maintenance of 
cleanliness of localities and 
above all the task of cleaning 
the rivers flowing through 
Shillong city. The District---------- — ---------— terms ofreference about what . . .  .  .

Shnong are unsure about their o their , e , - ®1—-
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would step into the realm of 
overreach such as in excom­
municating a member of the 
Shnong for some act com­
mitted which the Dorbar has 
reason to believe is a breach 
of the law of that particular 
Shnong. We have examples 
of villagers being excom­
municated for blowing the 
whistle on the corruption in­
dulged in by members of the 
Dorbar Shnong in distribu­
tion of foodgrains etc., vide 
the public distribution system 
or for some malfeasance in 
the distribution of job cards 
for the NREGA. Under what 
law does the Dorbar Shnong

scheme of things. If an MLA 
writes to the Government 
about some development 
work in the constituency 
which falls under a particular 
Dorbar, he/she does not have 
to ‘request’ because the MLA 
is a constitutional author­
ity. Is the Rangbah Shnong 
a constitutional authority? 
That is a matter that is left 
wide open to interpretation. 
That is why in 2014 the 
High Court of Meghalaya 
had pointed out the arbitrary 
role of the Dorbar Shnong 
in issuing certificates of all 
kinds. Unfortunately the task 
of defining the role of the

happen it will be through the 
synergy between the Dorbar 
Shnong and Government.

In this pandemic too the 
synergy has worked to the 
benefit of the public. It is high 
time to think of an enduring 
relationship between the Dor­
bar Shnong and Government. 
Perhaps the District Council 
Affairs Department of the 
Government should come 
up with a pragmatic Village 
Administration Bill. Only 
then can we have a robust lo­
cal governance system which 
will be able to access devel­
opment funds without being 
subservient to the MLA.

their Covid status. They give 
false information relating 
to their personal data at the 
Umling Covid check point; 
false phone numbers, false 
addresses or simply by-pass 
the check point. They man­
age to do this because of the 
huge work pressure faced 
by the registering officials at 
the check point. They think 
it is chic to hoodwink the 
authorities little realising it is 
the most stupid and danger­
ous thing they could ever do 
in their miserable lives. By 
this act the dimwits become 
super spreaders placing the 
lives of their own family 
members, friends and soci­
ety at large in uncalled for 
danger.

It is clear that the work­
load at Umling Covid check 
point has made the registra­
tion of new arrivals into Me­
ghalaya unsound and unten­
able. Persons with dubious 
intent safely slip through 
the cracks. The system has 
become unsustainable. We 
need to adopt a second fall 
back system that should 
make the checking process 
foolproof and in the process 
safeguard ourselves and so­
ciety from the fear of Covid 
spread. I believe this can be 
done.

All returnees return to a 
permanent address located 
somewhere in some shnong 
or the other in Shillong or 
Meghalaya. Their absence 
or arrival at the shnong is 
known to the Dorbar and the 
Rangbah Shnong. Dorbars 
should once again be re­
activated to report to the au­

thorities the fresh arrival of 
any returnee to the shnong. 
District officials together 
with Dorbar authorities can 
then verify the Covid docu­
mentation of each returnee 
and find out if proper reg­
istration has been complied 
with or not. Defaulters can 
easily be identified, caught 
and accordingly dealt with, 
which I sincerely hope will 
be severe and befitting their 
crime.

Yours etc., 
Toki Blah, 
Via email

Mass 
vaccination the 
need of the hour

Editor,
Looking at the appalling 

situation where thousands of 
people are gasping for oxy­
gen in Delhi, an effective and 
safe vaccination campaign 
is urgently needed to halt 
the rapid spread of Covid 19 
in our state. We should take 
the example of Israel which 
as early as in December 
2020 launched a national 
Covid 19 vaccination cam­
paign in which BNT162b2 
(developed by the BioNTech 
in cooperation with Pfizer) 
were administered. This 
national vaccine campaign 
has led Israel to having one 
of the highest rates of vacci­
nated individuals per capita, 
with 48.8%, 34% and 7.5% 
of the population having re­
ceived the first or the second

vaccine dose and having re­
covered from COVID-19, re­
spectively, as of 24 February 
2021, or 68.7%, 48% and 8% 
respectively, taking into ac­
count population older than 
16 years - the population 
currently eligible for vac­
cination. The study reported 
an efficacy of 51% for the 
first dose after 13-24 days, 
whereas the second reported 
an efficacy of 46% and 92% 
after 14-24 days from first 
dose and 7 or more days 
from the second dose of the 
vaccine, respectively. This 
study reported that vaccine 
effectiveness is above 95% 
after the second dose.

Hence Covidl9 vacci­
nations alone are the most 
promising preventive mea­
sure to mitigate the spread 
of the devastating pandemic. 
We should not pay heed to 
hearsay doing the rounds 
on social media which says 
that Covid vaccine does 
not protect us from the new 
Covid variant. These are just 
conspiracy theories which 
try to induce mass paranoia. 
Let’s fight this battle together 
by getting ourselves and our 
loved ones vaccinated.

Yours etc., 
Lurshai Kharbani, 

Via email

On acquiring 
birth/death 
certificate

Editor,
When a birth or death

takes place in Shillong, the 
family member is required 
to obtain the signature of 
the Rangbah Shnong (head­
man) in order to get the 
certificate issued by a gov­
ernment agency including 
NEIGHRIMS. As has been 
experienced by many, ha­
rassment is meted out while 
trying to obtain the signature 
of the Rangbah Shnong, es­
pecially if one is a non-tribal 
resident of Shillong. An 
incidence of birth or death in 
a family may not be known 
even to the Rangbah Dong, 
who stays within the local­
ity, leave aside the Rang­
bah Shnong, who generally 
resides in another locality. 
When a birth or death hap­
pens it is already certified by 
the hospital authorities hence 
the additional requirement 
of obtaining the signature of 
Rangbah Shnong needs to be 
done away with to simplify 
the process. The records 
are in any case kept by the 
issuing authority. I request 
the Government to kindly re­
view the system and simplify 
the process to avoid undue 
harassment to the non-tribal 
residents of Meghalaya.

Yours etc., 
Tamal Bhattacharjee

Shillong- 4
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The scandal that is the
Modi government

New equitable 
vaccination 

policy needed
By Prakash Karat

The Covid-19 tragedy 
that is unfolding in India is 
of truly epic proportions. 
There is the scandal of peo­
ple dying because of lack of 
oxygen in hospitals; there is 
the scandal of lack of hos­
pital beds and medicines; 
there is the scandal of deaths 
due to Covid being covered 
up and there is the scandal 
of the vaccine shortage and 
profiteering sanctioned by 
the government. But the 
biggest scandal of all is the 
Modi government itself.

India is witnessing the 
biggest human catastrophe 
since independence. It is 
the worst calamity in terms 
of human lives lost since the 
Bengal famine of 1943 when 
around three million people 
died due to hunger, mal­
nutrition and disease. The 
culprits for this holocaust 
were British imperialism and 
the colonial policies pursued 
by the British raj. The largfe 
scale deaths during ‘parti­
tion’ are not comparable as it 
was due to mutual slaughter 
and communal killings.

In the current pandemic, 
disregarding the grossly un­
derestimated official tally, at 
least a million have died and 
the toll continues to mount. 
This figure, however, is a 
conservative estimate, mul­
tiplying by five, the two lakh 
dead officially declared.

It will not require any 
historical research to pin 
the responsibility for this 
catastrophe on Narendra 
Modi and his government. 
Nothing exemplifies the 
culpability of the Modi 
government more than the 
newly-announced vaccine
pWcy offhe govemment Oft 
April 19.

At present, the country 
and the world are gripped by 
the horrific scenes of gasping 
patients deprived of oxygen 
dying inside and outside 
ho'spitals. In the coming 
days, transporting liquid 
oxygen, ensuring their sup­
ply to hospitals and urgent 
measures to increase oxygen 
production capacities will be 
in focus.

However, in the imme­
diate future, it is the vac­
cination drive to cover all 
adult citizens which should 
engage our attention. The 
government’s vaccination 
programme is the most cal­
lous, discriminatory and 
iniquitous policy designed. 
The centre has abdicated its 
responsibility and pushed 
the entire burden of procur­
ing vaccines for the 18 to 
45 age group wholly on to 
the states who do not have 
the resources to do so. By 
declaring that 50 per cent of 
the vaccine production will 
have to be directly procured 
by the state governments 
and private hospitals, the 
way has been opened for 
a debilitating competition 
among states to get hold of 
the limited production of 
vaccines.

Firstly, under the prime 
minister’s direct approval, 
the duopoly of the Serum 
Institute of India and Bharat 
Biotech companies have 
got the licence to profiteer 
and earn super profits at the 
expense of the people.

Secondly, the govern­
ment cynically announced 
that from May 1, all those 
above 18 years are entitled 
to be vaccinated knowing 
fully well that the Centre 
has failed to scale up vaccine 
production in the country, 
or, procure adequate vac­
cine stocks from abroad. 
By asking states to procure 
vaccines for this at higher 
prices, it seeks to deflect the 
blame for not getting enough 
vaccines.

Thirdly, two private vac­
cine companies will de­
termine which states get 
how much vaccine and at 
what time. At one stroke, 
state governments have 
been made supplicants of a 
duopoly. Not only that, the 
state governments have to 
compete with private hos­

pitals and corporates to get 
vaccines. ’ ’

The result can be seen 
in the way vaccination for 
those 45 years and above has? 
slowed down in all states: 
Reports show that compared 
to the beginning of April, 
vaccinations have come 
down by half in the states 
due to the non-availability 
of vaccines. The central 
government and the health 
ministry continues to deny 
this reality and maintain that 
there is no vaccine shortage. 
The health minister has at-, 
tacked the states complain­
ing of vaccine shortage as 
those trying to cover-up their; 
own failure to tackle the, 
Covid epidemic effectively.

The Serum Institute of 
India announced the price , 
of Covishield as Rs 400 per 
dose for state governments 
and Rs 600 for private hos­
pitals. The Bharat Biotech 
has gone further and fixed. 
Rs 600 per dose for state, 
governments and Rs 1,200: 
for the private sector. This, 
is nothing but rank profi­
teering;

The Modi government’s 
next step has been predict­
able. It has appealed to 
vaccine companies to reduce 
the price. A token reduction , 
has been announced and 
the Centre will take credit 
for this. But the inequity 
and rapacity of the vaccine 
policy will remain. ;

This is unacceptable ori 
all counts. The government 
has to immediately scrap its 
policy and announce a new 
one that is based on free and 
universal vaccination.
. The central government; 
has alrfaffly got Rs 35,000 i 
crores through budgetary 
allocation for vaccines. This , 
finance minister had stated ’ 
while presenting the budget j 
that more will be provided 
when required. Butnowth,e 
Centre, which has spent just 
Rs 10,000 crore for vaccines 
for people above 45 years,' 
is denying the states’ funds 
for vaccines. The Centre’ 
can easily augment the Rs 
25,000 crore left from the 
budgetary allocation to en­
sure that free vaccination is 
done through the states.

There is widespread an­
ger among the people about 
the way the Modi-Shah duo 
have gone about dealing 
with this health emergency.' 
While this is totally justi­
fied and there has to b i  
a political reckoning, the 
paramount task right now is 
to ensure the protection of 
people’s lives by rolling out 
a comprehensive vaccination 
programme. •;?

For this, the government 
has to take the following 
steps: It must, using tie  
wide powers it has under thfe 
Disaster Management Acl 
and the Drug (Prices Conr 
trol). Order, fix the price for 
procuring vaccines in bulk 
by the Centre. The Centre 
has to supply vaccines tQ 
the states as per a transpar­
ent formula. States should 
be allowed to decide the 
priorities for rolling out the 
vaccination programme.

To accelerate vaccine 
production, compulsory li­
censing must be invoked and 
the production of Bharat Bio­
tech’s Covaxin (research for 
which was publicly funded) 
be assigned to the six public 
sector drug companies and 
other private concerns. This 
is apart from speeding up the 
production of the Sputnik 
V vaccine in India by the 
various companies, which 
have applied for its produc­
tion. These efforts are to 
be supplemented by the 
urgent imports of vaccines 
from wherever they can be 
acquired.

The least that the Modi 
government can do to sal­
vage the ruinous situation is 
to announce an equitable and 
comprehensive policy which 
ensures free and universal 
vaccination. (IPA Service)


