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Editor’s Note

The seminar on Pattern and Problems of Population in
North-East India : A Multidimensiona! Study was organised
by North-East India Council for Social Science Research,
Shillong, the premier research organisation- of the région on
7-8 December 1984. The present volume is the outcome of the
seminar. The papsrs in the volume emphasised that the
population dynamics and development planning are so closely
interlinked that all processes of social and economic develop-
ment must necessarily take into account the demographic
dimension. The distribution of population, its density pattern,
migration, employment and unemployment structure are some
of the major physical factors in any study of population. The
quality factors like health and nutrition status, literacy rates,
social participation, human resource development, producti-
vity, social justice, etc. constitute the fundamental concern
for qualitative population dynamics. For a region like north-
east India, man-power planning must receive urgent attentiom
in development strategy. We are to scientifically examine
and correlate the demographic features and the structures of
development planning in the north-east India. The develop-
ment planners must seriously take account of human resour-
ces, labour productivity and quality of life index in planning.
The papers included in the volume put stress for proper
assessment of the factors like low density of population,
higher annual population growth rate, uneven spatial dis-
tribution of population on north-east India to frame a mean-
ingful strategy for development. Relatively higher rate of
growth of population has over crowded the agricultural sector
which has to be channelised to secondary and tertiary sectors *
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A basic factor of human history has been that the overall
development of any region and its population is invariably
linked with factors providing impetus to both immigration
and emigration. The positive effect of immigration relates to
the contribution of the immigrants to the overall economic
development of the region, while the negative effect has its
manifestation in various social economic and political
imbalances. The serious consequences of a declining land-man
ratio due to immigration must be properly assessed. We are to
realise the socio-economic and demographic issues relating to
inter-state, intra-state and international migration. The 1971
census data under estimated the immigration aspect in north-
east region. But there is no doubt that migration has been an
important factor in the economic development of this region.
Perhaps the immigrants in north-east India are floating popula-
tion as there are unusually larger male population over females
in this region.

North-East India has uneven spatial distribution of popula-
tion. Assam and Tripura taken together take more than
three-fourths of the total population of the region. There is
higher concentration of the hill people in all States and Union
Territories except in Assam. But the proportion of hill people
to the total population of the region has recorded a decline.
There are changes in demographic pattern of the hill people
of north-east during 1961-1981. The decline in the population
of hill people to the total population of the region particularly
during 1971-1981 may be attributed to certain extent to the
process of increased urbanisation of the region.

The people of north-east India seldom go out of the region
in search of new areas of occupation. As a result of immobility
of the people of north-east both in respect of space and
occupation, the economy in all sectors, particularly agriculture
gets over crowded. The lack of motivation of the local
population to move geographically as well as occupationally
and the lack of social mobility probably provide impetus for
influx of people from outside. The man-power planner must
look at this problem on a long term basis. Human resource
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.development must now receive top priority. The surplus

rural work force must be utilised for community development
work in the rural sector through technology-mix and output-
mix.

The lack of basic human amenities in. most of the villages
:and the lack of employment opportunities have been the main
cause of exodus from rural to urban centres in north-east
India leading to unhealthy and at times uneconomic over
-crowding of the urban centres causing social tension. A
serious study should be made of the impact of urbanisation in
mnorth-east India on the domographic pattern. Urbanisation in
north-east India has seldom been due to productive economic
activities and industrialisation. This is reflected in the pattern
of distribution of working population into various occupa-
itional groups and categories. The urban centres in north-east
-are essentialiy administrative growth.

Time has come to think in terms of improvement in

.quality of life for the people of north-east India, alongwith

the growth of population. The improved quality of life

-depends on adequate health giving nutrition, planned expan-
:sion of population, higher siandard of education and cultural”

growth, better entertainment facilities and social security. A

-society based on social justice can bring enduring improved
-quality of life. An expanding economy only can ensure proper

motivation for improvement in quality of life. Demographic

-genetics has become an essential field of enquiry for those

who think in terms of improved quality of life to understand

‘the role of human behaviours in determining mate choice,
'village stability, population mobility and inbreeding. A

proper review of bio-demographic studies should be under-

taken in order to understand the demographic scenario of

north-east India.

Many important papers could not be accommodated due
to shortage of space. I apologise to the scholars for this. I
have no doubt the present volume will be an important.
additionito the increasing literature of r.orth-east India study.



(viii)

I take this opportunity, on behalf of North-East India
Council for Social Scienee Research to thank, among others.
North-Eastern Council, Indian Council of Social Science
Research, Indian Council of Agricultural Research and all
scholars who contributed to the holding of the seminar and.
to the preparation of this volume. I owe much to Prof.
Khorshed Alam, Mr. P.H. Trivedi, Dr. B.D. Sharma,
Dr. D.N. Barthakur, Dr. B, Pakem, Rev. Brother M.G.
Shannon, Mr. P.C. Barua, Dr. B.B. Dutta, Dr. A.P. Sinha,
Dr. 1.1.S. Jaswal, Dr. Soumen Sen, Dr.P.S. Datta, Dr. J.B.
Bhattacharjee, Dr. D.S. Sharma, Dr. Srinath Barua, Prof.
L.S. Gassah amongst others for their help. Mr. B.S. Uppal
of Uppal Publishing House, New Delhi deserves our special
thanks for expeditious publication of this volume.

25 November, 1985
NEICSSR

Shillong-793003

B. Datta Ray

11.

1:2.

List of Contributors

. MR. K.R. DEBNATH, Project Economist, North Eastern

Council, Shillong, Meghalaya.

MR. S.C. SRIVASTAVA, Assistant Tabulation Officer, Office
of the Registrar General of India, New Deihi.

DRr. A.K. SHARMA, Reader, Humanities & Social Sciences,,
Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, U.P.

Dr. (MRs) A. SEBASTIAN, Reader, International Institute
of Population Sciences, Bombay.

MRr. Laritr P. Pataak, Documentation Officer, North
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, Meghalaya.

Dr. J.P. SINGH, Reader in Geography, Regional Institute:
of Education, Bhopal, M.P.

DRr. V.S. MaHAIAN, Visiting Professor of Economics,
North Eastern Hill University, Aizawl, Mizoram.

- DR. R.K. SaMANTA, Associate Professor, National

Academy of Agricultural Research Management, Hydera-
bad, Andhra Pradesh.

DRr. MATHEW GEORGE, Department of Education, North
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, Meghalaya.

MR. Dip K. SAIKIA, Department of Anthropology, Gauhati.
University, Guwahati, Assam.

Dr. K. ArLAM, Professor of Economics, Gauhati Univer-
sity, Guwahati, Assam.

DRr. SRINATH BARUA, Reader in Economics, Gauhati
University, Guwahati, Assam.



13,

14.

iS¢

16.

07

18.

19.

-20.

21.

22,

24,

25¢

26.

27

28.

(x)

MRr. D.C. CHoupHURI, Research Officer, Population
Research Centre, Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam.

Miss ALAKANANDA NATH, Department of Anthropology,
Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam.

Dr. P.D. Saixia, Director, Agro-Economic Research
Centre, Jorhat, Assam.

Dr. T.N. Saikia, Research Officer, Agro-Economic
Research Centre, Jorhat, Assam.

Dr. RaBiNDRA K. CHOUDHURY, Reader in Economics,
Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam.

DRr. Biman KAR, Reader in Economics, Gauhati Univer-
sity, Guwahati, Assam.

Dr. D.S. SHARMA, Principal, D.M. College of Science,
Imphai, Manipur.

Dr. N.C. Das, Reader in Commerce, Gauhati University,
Guwahati, Assam.

Dr. D.R. KALITA, Directorate of Rescarch, Assam Agri-
cultural University, Jorhat, Assam.

Dr. M. RAIBANGSHI, Directorate of Research, Assam
Agricultural University, Jorhat, Assam.

. DR. LJ.S. JaswaL, Reader, Deptt. of Anthropology,

North Eastern Hill University, Shillong, Meghalaya.

MR. S.S. DatTa CHOUDHURI, Anthropological Survey of
India, Shillong, Meghalaya.

Dr. G.C. SuaARMA THAKUR, Joint Director, Tribal
Research Institute, Guwahati, Assam.

Dr. A.K. AGARWAL, Deptt. of Economics, Government
College, Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh.

Dr. (Miss) JoGAMAYA SAIKiA, Department of Humanities,
Regional Engineering College, Silchar, Assam.

DRr. JaGApIS GaN CHOUDHURI, Department of Political
Science, B B. Evening College, Agartala, Tripura.

=<

29.

30.

31.

32

(xi)

Dr. K.K. SARMAH, Department of Anthropology, Gauhati
University, Guwahati, Assam.

MR. GIRBAN Biswas, Department of Political Science,
G.C. College, Silchar, Assam.

MR. ARUNJYOTI SENGUPTA, Department of Political
Science, Karimganj College, Karimganj, Assam.

MRr. J. CHAKRAVARTY, Department of Political Science,
Nagaon Girls’ College, Nagaon, Assam.



Contents

Chapters
Editor’s Note

List of Contributors

. Demographic Aspects of Development Planning in

the North Eastern Region

2. Demographic Profile of North-East India

Fus

Population of North Eastern Zone of India:

" Pattern and Problems

4. Migrants in North Eastern Region of India

. East Bengal Immigrants ‘in Assam Valley : An

Analysis of Census Data

6. Hdman Resources of North Eastern India : Issues
2“and Measures for Development

/e

10
11.

Demographic and Employment Aspects of North
Eastern Region: Some Basic Constraints

. Population Planning and Utilisation of Human

Resources through Integrated Rural Develop-
ment

. Education and Population Management in North-

East India
Growth of Urban Population in North East India

Population Explosion and its impact on the
Economy of Assam

Pages

ix

23

51
63

89

147

161
177

191



(xiv)

Chapters
12, Immigration Problem and Population Trend in
Assam

13. Change of Age Pattern of Assam’s Population
during 1961 and 1971 and its impact on Economic

Activities

14. Demographic Changes among the Scheduled Tribes :

1961-1981
/ . .
15/ Immigration into the Tribal Areas of North East
7 Region of India
16. Population Explosion and its Consequences on
Employment in Rural Assam

\17/ﬁuman Resources in North East India—Its Use-
level and Development Strategy

18. Socio-Economic Implications of the Migration-
Dominated High Population Growth Rates of
North Eastern India

19. Inter/Intra-Occupational Immobility : A major
Constraint for Growth in N.E. India

20. /rbanisation Trends in the North East India with

~ “Ypecial reference to Assam

2]. Employment Pattern in Technological Change in
Assam Agricultural Sector

22. Biological Demography in North-East India

23. Some Demographic Aspects of Integrated Tribal
Development Projects of Assam with special
reference to Marigaon/Nagaon L.T.D.P.

24, Changing Pattern of Demography in Arunachal
Pradesh

75. Man-Power Planning and Mobilisation. from.

Urban Context in Nagaland

Pages

201

209-
227

239-
251

267

\zés/
297
303
311
317

335
343

35T

26.
2.

28.

29.
30.

(xv)
Chapters P
. ages
Demographic Features of Tripura 367

Comparative St.ufiy on Demographic Structures
In two Communities : A Case Study in Assam 877

Population and Fami] .
y Planning : A
some Villages in Cachar &2 4 Caseistudy of s

Population of Karimganj : A Study of Age Groups 407

Trend of Population Growth in Mayong- Mauza
of Nagaon District of Assam (1901-1971) 419;



Outstanding Publications on Sociolo,

Administration-and Social Change ?;}Jagannadham, V.
Agricultural Mechanisation and Social — B e
Change in India ; <. Khannwg, Ritq
Bonded Labour in India Kamble, &1 p,
Caste and Politics in India Mishra, Upendra
Customary Succession Among Muslims Adhangar, M.A. Hussain 5
Indian Police Madan, J.C.,
Migrants in Indian Metropolis Kamble, N.D. '\
Muslims in the Process of Rural
Development in India Khan, Mumtaz Ali

Organisational policy for Family Planning Paqi Panandiker, V.A.,
' R.N. Bishnoi and

O.P. Sharma

Police and Criminal Justice AdM. in India Sharma, P.D.
Police, Polity and People in India : Sharma, P.D.
Population, Poverty and Hope Centre for Policy Research

Problems and Prospects of Rural Development Mishra, S.N. and
Kushal Sharma

in India
Religion in Society Durrany, K.S.
Scheduled Caste and their Status in India Khan, Mumtaz, Ali /

Segeguards for Scheduled Castes and Tribes:
Founding Fathers’ View
Social Background of Political Leadership

Saksena, H.S!

Y

in India Pillai, G. Narayana
Social Change and Education Paliwal, M.R. -
Social Dimensions-of Trade Unionism in India Sinha, R.P. }
Social Legislation and the Rural Poor Khan, Mumtaz Ali |
Status of Muslim Women in India Mencn, M. Induw |
Status of Nurses in India Mohan, Nf"Shqntha‘
Status of Rural Women India Khan, Mumtaz Ali '
. Studies in Indian Polity ! Seshadri, K.\
Studies in the Problems of the third world Seshadri, K.}
The Emergence and Role of Middle Class in North- -
East India - Ray, B. Datta
The Pattern and Problems of Popuiation in )
North-east India : Ray, B. Datta .
Tribe in Turmoil: Socio-economic Study of Jammu ‘
Gujars of Uttar Pradesh Amir Hasan, IAS
Tribes and Tribal Development Sharma, R.N. &

Santosh Bakshi

e ——

UPPAL PUBLISHING HOUSE, NEW DELHI~11300.7’ y ¢




