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The present study deals with varicous aspects  of
seoilization and child resring practices, over a period of
time  among  the Fhasi, with a view to understanding the
changes, 11 any, have takern place over generations. I the
present  study, a ‘generation’ refers to time scale, which
corresponds to chronclogical age.  To facilitste the study
in generational differences, all families, under the present
study ., have beesn pat into Towr  age  cohorts to examine
various family situations, in respect of schooling and
educaticonsl development e f children, imposition o f
discipline and child training, interaction and recreation
{sooiabhility ), and various other scocialization processes  of
children. With this end in view, the entire study has  been
conducted among  the Khasi, & major tribal population of
Meghalaya, widely krnown and studied by many anthropologists
in  the past for their well bknown matrilineal system. For
the present purpese  the study  has been  geocgraphically
restricted to five whban aress in Shillong.

Feeping the obhijectives of the present study in view,
VaErLous technigues  were emploved to collect data ory
socialiration processes  of  children in wvaricous family
situations over generations. Dats for the present  study
have been collected through & stractured schedule  {appendis
AY  from  the informants.  Hesides, many case studies have

beern incorporated in order to substantisate the findings, and
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mary edtended genealocgilies {appendix B) have been  drawn to
understand e changes that  have  taken place Ve
generations.

For  the present purpose, & ‘generation’ length has
been calculsted, following the method given by Glass. This
has been done to avold many individuasls of  different ages
coming  in one and the same generaticon {(Table 2). In the
preseryt study the length of & "generation’ is taken as 21
VERITE . 250 households in five aress have beesn  covered  to
collect relevant demographic data. It may be mentioned here
that & 3 per cent random sampling has been carried out  to
select  these 250 households. In the second phase of  the
fisld-work & 20 per cent random sampling bas been  done  on
those originally selected 250 households, and finslly S0
households have been selected for in-depth study o
spriaslization and parent-child relationship.

i Chapter—I111 & detailed description of the
modified methods, adopted for collection of dats  for  the
present study, has beern given. It is felt that &1l the
existing methods, generally applied for anthropological
researches, ViZ. gernealogy ., Case sty 4 participant
ohservation, etc., are not asdeguate enough for collection of
data o changes/continuities, 1f any, over generations.

In  the present study, the mothers werse  the main

respondents. 8o, the interviews were focussed on collection
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of data on mothers’ attitudes and prachtices towmards
gdifferent patterns of scoilizaticon of thelr ohildren and
child-reading processes.  Whenever it was  felt necessary,
asdditional  inforsstion were collected from the fathers  and
children in order to find cut the differences in attitudes
betwesn the parents and their cohildren.

A introduction to the salient concepts, used in the
present  study, viz., generatiorn, fTamily  and sceoialization
has  been given. OF these three concepts, generaticon and
sprislizaticon have been extensively discussed in view of
their importance  in anderstanding the changes as well  as
continuwities in ohild resring practices.  In understanding
the comcept  of generaticn, bthe present  study  has  relied
mainly on Troll' s {(1970) various concepts of generation. He
has conceptuslized ‘generation’ ir five different
categories, which are as Tollows @ ‘development stage’ .
‘ranked descent’ , Cage-homogenecons group’  or Cage  cohorts’,
Ttime  sparn’ and Tspdrit oof the sge’ . Hence  we  understand
that according to Trell,; generations may be viewsd variously
such &= &) peositions in & chain of lineal descent {(lineage
moxdel ), b} age strata scross sociely {(i.e., cohort model),
o) developmental levels through which an individual  moves
{developmental ~stage model Y, d) specific time span, which is

regarded s & wnit of socisl change, and ) series  of

0
J
P



subjective age-group ddentifications (l.e., ismtorical-
consciocusness model ).

Although 1t is true that the " lirnesge sodel’ and
‘developmental stage mdel have mostly quiided ir
conceptualization of the present study, the "cohort model”’
ig found to be more useful in interpreting the present  data
in defining  the term generation’ . I obther words, the
concept of generstion in the present study has been  adopted
a an Cage-hopogensouns group’ or age-cohorts o which refers
to  the change on age differentiation within the family and
its dinfluesnce on suocessive generations.

Marious concepts of  socializsabtion, given by
anthropologists like Childe (1960), Benedict (1934), HMead
{1944y, Herskovits {(192587), bhite (1971} and others, hbave
bewer discussed in this chapter. /11 these concepts  of
socialization essentially lead to the understanding of how &
peraon becomes & responsible member of & society  scocording
to the existing nores and values of that particular scciety.
S, it is understood  thet scodislization s & mearn of
perpetuating and redefining the culture itself.

Compared to these two concepts {(viz., socislization
ard generationd, the concept of family assumes lesser
signifiocance. The importance of Tamily ds  mainly T

providing & vehicle for inter-play between sccialization and




generaticon  in order  to carry Torwsard  the culture of &

society to which the family belong.

0l

o i the present study we have taken into
comsideration sach fTamily individually at the initizal stage
of analysis and then we basve tried to focus what the changes
and oy comtinuities regarding the scciaslization and  cohild
rearing pracitices are perceptible in the Khasi scciety.

In  this introductory chapter & review of  various
anthropological  aspproaches to the study of  soccialization,
child-rearing and parent-child relationship has been made,
indicating some enplrical resesrches, conducted on various
seietises - both tribsl and nometribal - by Mesd (1928,
1930, 1935, 1954, 1970}, Benedict {1938), Dubois (1949},
Fardiner (1939-1945Y, Linton (193&),  #hiting and  Childe
{APERY. Alec & review of ssrlier ethnographic researches
carried out by the scholars like Malinowshki (19221935,
Fead {1989), Fortes {(1938-1949), and others has  also  been
mE e .

M far oas the emplrical resescrches o socislization
and child resring practices are concerned, s huge literature
iz available. But in the present thesis we have Tooussed
meetly on those works, which have been carried cout o the
Indian populstions by scholars like Dube  (1955),  Minturn

arnd Hitchook  {(1%4848), Haz {(1978), Burmsrn (194861}, Mazumdar

-

1962, Dessil (1964), Mahale (1987), Goode (1970) eto.. It
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may also be noted that the Indian scholars have hardly taben
into considerstion sccialization and child rearing practices
from dntergenerationsl point of view. But  the western
woholars like Frazer {(19332); Fedfield {1947}, Mead L1970)
& some obthers, hbave done  their studies T oum the
intergenerational point of view regerding sccialization  and
child-resring practices. S in the present study  we  have
heavily  depended on their findings. However, 1t may be
mentionsd thet most of these studies are not concerned  with
the tribal populastions. MNevertheless, their findings and
comcepts are guite useful in understanding the populstion
urder the present study.

Tt iz & commorn bnowledoges that family is an important
impstitution, which plays a very significant role in  shaping
the lives of its members, particularly of the coming up
generations. Fut the guestion of guestions is how esactly
this role is performed - Do they operate as indtistors or as
potentials 7 The guestion gegquires greater significance  in
# charnging society. As alresdy discussed, we are aware that
there are significant differences between societies, which
mears that families play important and determining roles  in
maintaining the distinctive identity of each society. Hence
i the present study, to uandesrstand the role Df families in
spcialization processes, the main theust has been given o

sty el analyze how systematically surh changes/s



comtinuities, if any. are taking place. Doess the family, as
& unit of sccial organization. provide  encough ground  to
understand this  situation 7 And showld it not be  Turther
classified sccording to gender and generation 7 It is  to
fimgd out the awsreness to these brosd guestions,  and  that
constitutes the bhasic theoreticsl chiegtives of the present
study . Besides, the present study also has & number  of
cther objectives, which have been clearly stated i the
introductory chapter.

Finally, in the introductory chapter, the limitation
of  the present study has been stated clesrly. The society
under the present stuady is & matrilinesl one, bt most  of
the concepts and methods, which have so far been developed,
are  concerned with patrilineal soccieties. S0 we are  very
conscicus about the use of theée concepts and methods in a
matrilineal society, like the present OTE 4 without
contertualizing them.

I the second chapter, the land and the people have
been described. It further discusses how the contact of the
Fhasi  with the people from obther parts of the country  and
alec with the non—IiIndian populations has developed over  the
YEE T . It misc desls with the spread of educstion  and
Chyistianity among the Khasi. A short description has  also
beren given on Tamily organizsation, descent and socisl rules

af inheritance.
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The Jfourth chapter deals with the analyses of  the
dats on socic—-demographic characteristics of the population.
o othe present sample. btwo major religious groups have  been
takern into consideration. These are the Christians and Mon-
Christians. Among the Christians there are bwo major sects,
the Catholic and Mon-Catholic.  Though it is trug that the
pecple under  the Mon-Catholic group belong to various
churches, for convenience of anslyvsis we have  pooled  them
together and labelled them as Mon-Catholic Christians. in
the present sample, it is found that 46 per cent belong  to
the Catheolic Christian group, 45.46 per cent  to the  Mon-
Catholic Christian group and 8.4 per  cent  to the Mo
Christian group.

The findinogs of this chapter have been  highlighted
and discussed here.

Amorg the Khasi o the mesn &g st marriasge is steadily
decreasing over generations. This is true for all the three
religious  groups, considered for the present study. It is
found that age at marriasge in the first generation has been
found  to be 22 yvears, wheress it has comes down to 20 yveasrs
in  the second genesration, 21 years in the third generation
and 18 vesrs  in the present  generation, i.e., Tourth
gensration.

In & populstion study, conducted by the U.5.  Hureau

of Census (1980}, it has been reported that the median  age
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at marriage amorng bthe women has declined from 2100 vesrs in
1940 too 20035 yesrs in 1950 and 1960,
Many base-line surveys, conducted in recent vears by

the  Centre  for Development Studies (1987), also report &

similar  trend of such low age at marriage for femsles  in
Incdis. For ssample, in Orisss 44 per cent of  females are
Ffound  to be married before the sge of 15 years and 42 per
cert before the sge of 18 yesrs, while in Mahsrashbtra the
mearn age  at  marviage for  cuwrrently  marvyied women ir
OGamanabad District is 13,70 vyears and  in Farbhbanit 130311
vears.,  Another base line-survey (1987) reports that the age
#t marvisge among the Bibaril women varies betweesn 15 and 18
VERITE . i the Census of India {(1984) it is Ffound that
nearly &35 per cent of the non-literste women in wrban ares
marry before 18 yesrs of age whereas 18 per cent  marry
betweesn 18 and 20 vesrs of sge and only 8.4 per cent marry
bevornd 21 vears of age. It is also reported that 53.7  per
cent of bhe women, baving educstion below primsry leveld
maryy before 18 yvears of age and 34,58 per cent of such women
marry betwesn 18 and 29 vears of age and 11.8 per cent after
21 wears of age. The Census of Indis (1984) further reveals
that 24,8 per cent of women, who are matriculste  and not
graduate, marry before 18 yvears of age, whereas 43 per  cent
and 30,2 per cent of such women msrry bhetweesn 18 and 20

vears  of  age and above 21 yvesrs of age respectively. in
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case of the women who are graduste the situation, is  guite
different. Only 10,1 per cent of suoh women msery before 18
vears of age, while 57.2 per cent of those marry after 21
vesrs of age.

O the contrary to these findings, according to the
Census of  Indisa (1971}, the aversge age at marriage for
Temales in Indis has increased from 123.2 years in 1901-11 to
17.2 wvears in 196171, I other words, during these seven
decades  the average sge &t marriaQe has gone ap by four
vears in case of females.

SGimilarly, sccording to the report of the committes
oy status of  women in Indis (1971, the average age at
marriage has been rising stesdily from 15,4 vesrs in 194151
o 17.2  vyears in 1946171, The national average Tor 1971
happens to be 20 yesrs in warbean &nd 18 vesrs in raral aress.
However, the situaticon is not the same in the admittedly
sducatiornally backward states.  The averasge age st marrisoes
for  womern i 195141 was 14.81 yesars in Bibar and Orissa,
1E.87 vears in Madhya Fradesh, 14,22 vears in Rajasthan and
14.4% vesrs in Uttar Pradesh, while the national average
churirng  that  perdod was 16,3 vears. The  repoort Further
states that the average age &t marriage is higher amaong  the
tribal women than among the women, belonging to the other

communitlies.
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fABocording to 1981 Census, the Christian  have the
highest mean age at marriage, which is followsd by the Sikh
ard Jain. It is true for both raral and wrban areas.,
However, all religicus groups show an increasing trend in
age at marrisge.

In ancther study wndesrtaken by the Centre  for
Development Studies  in Trivandruam (198&8), reveals  that
betwesn 1941 and 1971 the median  age st marviage  for
females has  incressed froe 15,08 veasrs to 15484 vesrs in
rural sress and Trom 15,99 yvesrs to 17,63 veasrs  in urban
areas of the country as & whole.

It ds  well kEnown that sge st marriage is always
influenced by s Lwmber of scocio-economic factors. It has
oftern  been argued that social-economic characteristics MEYy
influence the institution of marrizge, and thereby determine
age at marrisge. Hogue (194%) stetes, "It has  been found
almost  universslly that persons standing in higher  socio-
eroromic soale marry &b & later age than persons in obther
socio-sconomic strata’., I the words of Feddy and  Erishoan
(1978)  observe,  "Changes  in age at  marriage  are  very
sensitive, to economic and sccial change.”

7 largs number of studies, conducted by the Undited
Mations {(19&81), "have confirmed that the higher the socio-
gronomic  status, higher will be the age st marvisge of  the

FRE SO0 ard  vice-verss'". However, all these studies



{especially those in India) have considered the respondents’
soeio-economic characteristics at the time of survey and not
really at the time of actual marriage. Moreover, empirical
data in support of this are almost rpegligible  in India,
erxcept one micro-level study conducted by Audinarayana
{1985 in rural Andhrs Fradesh.  Hence there may  be many
cther factors, which contribute to differential age &t
M F L SO . Tt can be better understood, particulsrly in the
light of the cbhservation made by Davie {(19748:467) on age at
marriage  in Euwropesn Sccileties. He says, "anything  that
makes marriage  less  of & fateful decisicon, less of an
gconomic and  socisl commitment, less of an irreversible
step, will tend to lower the age of marriage”.

From the above discussion it is understood that  the
mean  age  at marviage wvaries from one state to ancther as
werd b oms ome poplisation to other.  Though it ds true that the
mean age  at marvisge is  gradually  incressing in this
country, 1t is a&lso s fact that mesn age st msrrlsge SmLo6g
the Khasi is slowly going down. But it may be mentioned
here that the mesrn age st marriage among the Khasi dn no way
viglates the spirit of the amended Ssrads Aot (1974,
However , such & downward trend of mesn age at marrisge among
the FKhasi may well be sxplained in the  light of  the

chservations, made by Davie among the Euwropesn populations.
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Secondly,  from the present daeta it can be  inferred
that irrespective of religicus affiliation,. marriage bondage
i getting weskened over generations. It is aslsco seen that
marriage is ot as stable as it happerned  to ke in the
earlisr generastions. The present study on the marital
status  of the respondents reveals thsat among  the Catholic
Christisan nesrly 20 per cent of the respondents have marvied
more thary once, and this freguency among  the Mon-Catholic
Christian  is 18 per cent and 24 per cent  among the Mo
Christian Khasi. Fuaribther, it is seen that marriage used  to
e comsidered as & permanent bordages among the people of the
earliiest generation, and it was by oand large true for all
the thres religlous groups. But it i=s  found  that  as
gerneration advances, the freguency of dissclution of
marrisges  appesrs to he  dncoreasing and this trend  is
confirmed in all these three religicus groups. For edxample,
amomn the Cstholic Christian of the second generation, 18
per cent of the respondents have resmsrried at least once and
I oper cent more than onos. In the third generation, the
freguencies aof  Conce vemarried’ and “more than once
remarried’ have incoreased to 21 per cent and 4 per cent
respectively. Himilarly, among the Mon-Cathelic Christian
16 per cent of 511 the respondents have remarried, out  of
which, 3 per cent have remarried “more than once’  in the

second generation.,  Bot the freguencies of “once  remsryied’
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argd “Tmore than once remsrried’ have increassed to 18 per cent
ard B per cent respectively in the third generation. in
case  of the Mon-Christian WKhasi, 42 per cent in the  second
generation  and 530 per cent in the third generation have
maryied ‘move than onoes’ .

The second aspect that hss been analvzed with regard
tor bthe mearital statws of the respondents, is the freguency
of  smepsarated individusls, One resarbablde festure is that
the freguency of separated individuals increases  from  the
first to the third generation, irrvespective of religious
affiliation. In case of the Catholic it is found that thers
iw e sepsrated woman in the first generation, bt in the
second  generation the freguency of the separated women  is
about 18 per cent, which has further incressed to 28 per
cent  in the third generation. Iin case of the dMon-Catholic
Christian, the freguency of the separated women is found  to
ez 17 per cent in the first generation, which, in twn, has
increased  to 22059 per cent in the second generation and 28
per cent  in the third generation.  In cases  of the Moo
Christian Khasi, there iz no case of sepsration in the first
generation, but the freguency of separated women is found to
be 43 per cent in the second generstiorn and 50 per cent  in
the third gensrstion.

From the above discussion, it dis olesr that marriage
amoaig the Khasis, irrespective of religicous affiliation, g
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o morre as stable as 1t used to be. It may also e noted
that many womer, who have been sepaorated by dissclving their
garlier marvisges, bave decided to stay  alone only with
their  obdldren. Hermcs from the present sample it may  be

oheerved that marriage as a scocial imstitution is  graduslly

getting weskened among the Hhasil, irrespective of  religious
affiligtion. The obther fact to be noted here is that unlibke
the Hindow csstes, amorng the Khessi, drvespective of religious
affiliation, there is no  social  stigms attached T
rEmarriane ., once oF smore than onoes. Tt is true for both omen
arvd woynern i the Khasl socoiety.

The third aspect. regsrding marital status of the
respondents,  is the dissolution of marriage by death of  a
SIS , It dis seen thal widow remarrisge, thouoh beding
practised in a&ll  these three religious groups, 1is  nob
gernerally apprecisted. By and large most of the widowes, ir
all  these three religicus groups, prefer to Efaying with
their ohildren to remarriage.

Click (3975 reporits that in the United States  the
divores rate is highest in the industrialized scocieties. it

cigtiss with high divorce

iwm oalso mentioned that the obher =

rate  are found in the ULHE.5.H., Hungsry and Cube, and  also

i orecent bime in Jdapan and Eovpt.

Forrdook {1950)Y  has  compilled systemabtic O

cultural descriptive dats on divorcs i 490 smeall preliterste
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societies in Asie, Africs, Ooesrnis, Morth and South Smerics.

I &1l faat feiat=] society { the Incas, there is
institutionalized provision for dissolving marriages. In

all these sccieties bolth sedes have egual rights to initiate
divorce. Mardock sstimates that the divorce rate {(about &0
per cent) in 211 these preliterate societies is higher  than
that  irn the United States. His study reveslis  that higher
divorce rate in prelitersate sccieties deoess not mesn that
gdivoroce is  assocliated with scocisl discrganization. Thes
society reintegrates the divorced person inte the family and
that person is ot stigmatized and can remarry.  Further, =
variety of devices are emploved to preserve stability of  a
maritsl relstiomnship.  Moreover, divorce rate can and  often
are asscciated with stable extended family svstem. Fhardook
concludes by stating  that  "high divorce  rates  do oot

necessarily mean that family syvstem is being uwndermined  nor

i it mecesssrlly associated with socletal disorganization.
High divorce rates may not reflect family breab-downy  in
fact they may  reflect culturally prescribed wayvs o
eliminating disruptive influsnces.”

Jdacobsen {(1275%9),  in his work o Smerican divoroe
patterns from 18480 to 1954, reports that at about the Lime
of the Civil ke (1880-1844) the divorce rate per 1,000 of
edisting marriages was only 1.2 per cent. By the twn of

the cerntuwry (1900-1904) the rate had risen to 4.2 per  cent
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arsgd 25 vears later (19251929} it become 7.6 per  cent  and
near the end of the World dar-11 the rate was as  high as
15,7 per  cent. Tt is furthesry observed that since  the
beginming of the 1960 's the divorce rate has dramatically
LEET .

It is generally assumed that marriage is eupected to
lead o exclusive  attainmernt and  fulfillment of &1
indivicdual s, affectiornsl; persomnsl sand commansl needs,
When it fails meeting those needs, marital unhasppiness and
cftern  thereby divorces may  coowur. Incressing senss  of
independence o the part of men and women, coupled with =&
sense of lesser sccisxl stigms sttached to divorce, is  the
pirobable resson for the rise in divorce rate.

Hasmed oy such assumption, conmcerning divorce  and
dissclution of marrisge, it may be said that marital status
of  parent is & resultant of several forces in & fTamily
situstion, which may bave a dominsnt and dirvect impact  and
effect on socislizstion of children. Moreover ., as bhe
present stady is concerned with impact of family situation
oy sooislizaticon process of ohildren. the next  important
guestion that needs to ke examined and discussed, is that to
what exstent children are being affected in a Ffamily in which
parents have disselved theilr marviage and decided for either
remaryiags  or remaining single. This aspect has heén WEEY

well discussed by Mesd (1970).  fSccording to her, "The
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larger extended family or clan, which still exists in  many

s ieties, s formally defined rights, chut s, arscd
chligations over esch member of the family Qrouping,
including ohildren.” It shows that in case of those

children in larger extended family or clan the separation of
the parents  due  to desth or divorce of  parents is  less
prolematic  tharn  in case of those children who live in a
situstion  dn which such wider kRinship network  ds lacking.
Tt mearns that larger estended family or clan can take care
o f childrern s psyohologicosl  well being,  in O of
disrupticon  in the family due to dissclution of  their
parental  marriage or dues to one or the other  reasson. The
situation bkecomes much more complicated and  problemastic
whers =uch sdtendesd binship network is very much  lacking,
and conseguently, it orestes pressure on pesychological  well
berdmg of ohildren.

The Centre  for Heslth Stetistics of  the United
States {1977, 1978} has reported that since 1900 the
proportion of children, affected by marital disruption, is
varying between 25 and 30 per cent of the total population
of  children under the age of 18 years. There has  bheen &
change, however, in the dominant cause of the disruption.
At the tuwrn of the century, the ratio of disruption by death
was  much higher than disruption by divorce and  long-term

separation. By 1980 the ratico has reversed.
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Bane {(19%79) has reported that divorce generally
byipgs  peyvohological disorganization to the ohildren  and
slao some obther 111 effects. Handis (1960) in his study of
2% University students in Cedar, Rapids and Iowa, has found
that divorce of parents affects children in various  wWayYs,
cormecting with many factors like age of the child st the
time of divorce of hbisAher parent, hisAher  sttschment  to
parents, eto.

Lomgfellow (1979)  has suggested  thsat divorce  of
parents orestes an emcbtional impact on children, and it is
menre perceptible among the younger ohildren than smong the
older children. She has fuwrther observed that single parent
mothers  with yvoung children sre the most valnerable  group,
543 far economic imstability and mental stresses are
corcerned.

Foradwin, BErown and Fox (1974, and Schorr and  Moen
(1980)  have pointed owut that scciety is dominated by the
ssmsELumpt 1o that Tamilies hesded by & =sin;ngle parent,

particularly when  that parent is a woman 1is deviant and

pathologic. Such  families are referred s Throken
‘disorganised’ oy Cdisintegrated’ . rather than being
recognized sas & viable slternstive family Torm. Such

families are viewsd negatively with emphasis on their

#lleged weaskness and problems rather than being seen as &



sxlution  to circumstances and edxamined in terms  of their
strength.

Boharman {(1971) has observed thst the customs and
conventions of Ffamily life are not really applicabkle to
those families in which divorced women has remarried.  These
irnclude such as everyday activities, discipline of children,
authority of step parents, relationship among sibhlings  with
step-siblings, etc. 11 these become problematic to the
remarried parents.,

I wview of Mead' s (1970} obheservation on divorce and
its effect on children, it may be pointed cwt that though
ameng the Fhasi divorce and dissclution of marriages  are
gradually  increasing from one generation to the next, e
effect of parents’ divorce on children is minimal, since 1t
is a society in which kinship ties are still very strong and
being maintsined to & grest extent ss found in sarlier time.

The literacy rate has incressed over generations,
irrespective of religiovs saffilistion. For exsmple, in the
garlisest generation  the percentage of literates has  been
foard to be 4,34 per cent among the Catholic Christian, 5,326
per cent among the Mon-Catholic Christian and 14.28 per cent
ameaiy bhe Mon-Christian Khasi, whereass this  rate in the
third generation has increased to 45021 per‘cent among the
Catholic Christian, 44.73 per cent among  the Mon-Catholic
Christian and 100 per cent among the Mon-Christian Khasi.
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Secondly, it is found that as generation advances,
e arcd [ 7w o people  are bercconing Titerate, arscd
consequently,., the freguency of non—-literate individuals is
dropping rapidly. The other point to be noted is that even
taday, there is not sufficient ruamber of respondents, who
have gone Tor "higher" educsation.  Majority of them have got
upto "secondary level of education”. For instance, in  the
third generation the percentage of literastes upto secondary
level is  found to be 29.54 per  cent for  the Catholic
Christian, Z8.94 per cent for the Mon-Cathelic Christian and
100 per cent for the Mon-Christian Khasi. In contrast, the
percentage of literates with higher " level of sducation  is
found to be only &.95 per cent among the Catholic Christian,
&H.14 per cent among the Non-Catholic Christian and 4,748 per
cent among the Mon-Christian dhasi. SBo, the overall  trend
is that mothers are more educated now than what they used to
ke in earlier generations.

socording to the Census of  Indisa  (1981), the
percentage of literates to total populstion, among females
i Indis, was 0.48% per cernt in 1901, 1.05 per cent in 1911,
1.81 per cent in 1921, 2.%3 per cent in 1931, 7.30 per  cent
i 1941, F.97% per cent in 1951, 12.95 per cernt in 1961,
18.72 per cent in 1971, 27.82 per cent in 1981, and 39 per

cent in 1991, S0, in compsrison bto the natilonsl standsed, it
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may he  said  that the FHhasi, irrespective of religious
affiliation, sre not lagoing behind.

It is observed that the incidence of divorce is
higher among  the literate mothers. For esamsple, in the
thivd generation the freguency of the literate respondents,
who  have marrvied ‘more than once’ , is 8.489 per cent among
the Catholic Christizn, 8.77 per cent among the Mon-Catholic
Christian  and .52 per cent among the Mon-Christian Fhasi,
while the freguencies of the non literate respondents in the
third generation who have married "‘more than once’, are 4,34
per cent samong the Catholic Chrdstian and 32.50 per  cent
among the Mon-Catholic Christian. It may be mentioned that
there iz nobt s single non-literste woman amorg the  Mon-
Christian Khasi, who has remsorried. So it may be  inferred
that &5 generation advances, the freguency of literate,
marrying ‘more than once’, is graduslly increasing. It may
also be noted that the freguency of “more than once  married’
amerig  the npon-literates  is also  increasing, thouwgh the
freguency of "more tharn once married’ women is higher  among
the literates than among the non-literates.  This trend  is
guite perceptible in 211 these three religilous groups. FHons
and Sawhill {(197%) have observed that with increasing
economic independence, better opportunity for educaticorn and
agradual removal of traditional bars, women like to dissolve

their wansatisfactory marriasges, and they have hbecoms  mach
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more involved in their professional life than  in domestic
arnd marital life. Consequently, they disscolve theilr unbappy
MEF ¥ LROES . Similayr observations have been made by Robert
Lymd (19465).

These ohservations ARYE maEches ] patrilineal
sorieties, where the women are mostly dependent on btheir
male spouses.  Bat in & matrilinesl scciety like the Khasi
woners  are much more economically protected and  independent
i comparison o their male counterpsrts.  Fuarther, when the
rate of literacy and level of education are increasing among
the Fhasi wosmers,  they  oftern feel  that their HERY
counterparts  are less educated and thereby less  worthy  of
Being  their spouses. Conseguently. the divorce rate  is
increasing in this socciety over generations,.

Wer have  a&lresdy described in Chapter—-IV,  how  the
croupational  status  of the Khasi women 1is  changing over
generations., It is Tound that the freguency of working women
amorg bhe  Khasio o ds steadily increasing  as generation
SvVanTES ., This is true Tor both the Christian and Mon-
Christian.

The point to be noted here is that the pattern of
Jjobk among the Khasi women is undergoing considerable  change
o ey generations. It i= seen that in  the earliiest
gerneration the respondents were mastly engaged in

apgricultuwral  work, but as time sdvances, the freguency of
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agricultural work among the  Khasi o women  is steadily
decreasing and more and more Fhasi women are taking up trade
or  service or other daily wage earning sundry  Jobs. This
trend is very much perceptible in %11 three religicus groups
among the Khasi.

Waor (1992, in her study on "Status of MNomen  in
Traditional khasi Coltwre”, has stated that since time
immemnorial the Fhasil women have been active participants in
supplementing family income by doing various kinds of Job.
Sher has  also pointed out that the Khasi  women  are  very
shrewd traders in the market places. So the present finding
by and large sgrees with the observation, made by War. Im
this commection, it may be mentionsed that as literacy rate
ig stesdily increasing among bthe Khasi womern, they are being
attracted to various kinds of jobs to earn their livelibood
and that is mabking them more and more  independent. This
ohservation holds goocd for all three religlous groups among
the Khasi.

Fapidly incressing emsployvment of mothers needs to be
studied and discussed in  terms of its effects Tady
socialization and resring of children. Stolz (1960), in her
work on "dhat happens to Children whose Mothers Work?”, has
stated that the employment of mothers is not the universsl
reasan to affect the scocialization processes of  theilr

children, but there are many other factors, which affect the



sprialization processes of children and these factors  vary
from one individual case to another. In case of the Khasi
it has been observed that more and more mothers are taking_
up  employment of one kind or  the other and how  sach
empl orymernt of  the mothers affects ther socialization
processes of the children, bas been discussed in Chaplter-V.
It is found that when mother is engasged in some kind
of job, she has got comparatively little time to devote for
e children than =& mother, who is a hounsewife.
Consequently, the children’'s education is WEETY mach
neglected in most cases and children become indisciplined in
marny respects. O the other hand, it is also observed
through case studies thst the family becomes esconomically
little betiter off and can afford to spend mach  more  soney
for welfare of the children. It i=s alsc ftrue that the
working mothers have higher ambiticon for their children. BSo
from the present study we agres with what Stolz: says  that
employment of @mother is not  the scole coritesria, which
adversely affects children’ s education arc their
sooialization rOCESEEE. e, further, agree that
socialization processes of the children depend on many other
factors and not mothers’ emplovment is solely responsible.
In anocther study "Child-Feading in Families of
Working and Mon-dorking Mothesr"”, Yarrow, Scott, Dehesws  and

Heinig {(1974) have Tound that differences between working
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and non-working mothers appear in same areas of resring.
Firmer contrel over children, assignment of greater
respomsibilities to children, and delegation of the stricter
disciplinary role to the father appear sore  frequently in
the familiss of the working sothers than  the none-working
mothers.

In the present study among the Khasi it iz seen that
in case of the working mother the children are being
disciplined in much stricter sense, so Tar their educsation
iz concerned. It is found that this sense is gaining more
and more ground, as gensration advances. But  when the
question of household responsibility comes, it is found that
iy cas=e of both the woerking and non-working sothers, the
children, particularly the adolescent sons, are trying to
svodid  taking wp household responsibilities.  This trend  is
very  much perceptible as genervation advances. In wiew of
these Tacts we partislly sagree with Yarrow st al. (1974%Y.

It may be noted here that what Yarvrow gt al. bave observed
iw concerned with patrilines! societies. But in case of the
Fhasi, which is a matrilinesl scciety, the role of the
father in the household, regsoeding disciplining children, is
very limited and mother always plays & dominant role.
Howewver , in the présent time it is seen that the role of the

father in maintaining household responsibilities is  under-—

goding changes towsrds positive direction.
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o fTar  the sconomic level is concerned. we have

o

restricted owr observation only on the present generation.
The other earlier generations cannot be considered due  to
unrreliability Df data provided to us. Iin the present
generation it i=s found that 223 per cent, 21 per cent and 19
per  cent in the Catholic, Mon-Catholic and dNon-Chreistian
Khasi respectively belong to the " high’ IFCOME O Oup.
Similarly, 3% per cent, 49 per cent and 328 per cent
respectively in the Catholic. Mon-Ceatholic and Non-Christian
Fhasi bkelong to "middlie’ income group, and 41 per cent, 358
per cent and 43 per cent belong to " low’ incoms group &mong
the Catholic, Mon—-Catholic and Mon—-Christian Fhasi
respectively. So it i= seen that so far the distribution of
income level of the families in these three religious groups
- concerned, not very remarkable differences exist.
However, the detailled descgraphic findings on income  level
have alresdy been given in the Chapter—-IV.

fn  the present study among the Khasi it is  guite
understandable  that scomomic condition of & family do nodt
have much of an impact o the socialization and child
reEsaring processes since &1l parents,  drrespective o f
economic  condition, believe that some amount of @ social
responsibility shouwld be given to the cohildren, and in
reality it is found that parents, irrespective of economic

conditiorn, do oask theilr children to tabke up some  hovsehold
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responsibilities. It may a&lso be true theat  those, who
belong to the “high’ incoms group, give comparatively lssser
responsibility to the children than those belonging to the
‘middle’ or "low’ income groups.  Ancther point to be noted
among the Fhasi of the present generatiorn is that the well
to do parents can afford to send their children to better
schools  and can afford to engsge private tuition for  their
children than  the parents, belonging to the ‘middlie’  and
Tlow income grouaps.  However, ondy in foabtore, 1t couwld  be
ascertained how far this practice of the well to do parents
will pay Tor better welfare of their children. At present,
it ds dmpossible to evaluate the consequences. However, the
above mentionsd trend is by and large perceptible in all
three religious sections.  Another point may  be mentioned
here  that in a1l these three religious sections only & 0 Tew
well-to-de parents  fesl  that there is no need to put
sociasl Jhousehold  responsibility{ies) on the cohildren. &t
present we have no opportunity with the present selbt of  data
o analyse 1t further.

Hollingshead (1949 has observed  that Pmey 1O &
children’'s ambitions for warious voocations, are directly
influernced by fathers ocoupations and economic positions.
Hoaever, in  the present study among the Khasi it is  not

Fomarod .



In & resesarch study, carried out by Mathwr (1974 on

the effect of socic-economic status and  behaviowr and

B

achievemnsnt of the secondary school students, 1t is found
that socic-economic ststus s significantly correlated to
educational achievement, intelligence and conduct of the
studerits. In the present study such co-relations have not
peen noticed among the Khasi. It may perhaps be due to  the
fact that even todsy the Ehasi is & well close knit society
for which such aspirations on the part of  the children
belonging to  the “high’ income group, have not yet  been
reflected in the present study. However, in fubture we shall
have to look in£m these possibilities as and when education
will be better spread and thereby the differences in  the
gronomic condition will be wider among the Khasi.

In the present study it has been cbserved among  the
Fhasi, irrgspective of religious affilistion, that the
frequency of large size family is slowly declining and the
poem of small family sBlze is coming up. Evernn  then the
freguency of middle size fTamily is much higher in the
present generation in comparison to the sarlier generations.
Howmever, the fact cannot be denied that even  ftoday, the
freguency of large size Tamily is very much in existence.
in Chapter—IV we have discussed about family size among the

Fhasi dn detail.
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In  the present study, it is found that family size
dosgs affect sccislization processes of children. In "large’
family size it is seen that the parents cannot  pay  equal
attention  to &1l their children, and conseguently, aot  of
indiscipline o the part of the children is  wvery much
glaring. The reason for such indiaﬁiplinﬁ is mostly due  to
the fact that in a FKhasi scciety generally the mother plavs
& dominant  role in compariscon to the father  and  in many
cases  the father has very limited say about his  children.
Whers  family size is large, it becomes virtually impossible
for  the mother to pay egual attention to &ll her cohildren,
and when father takes little or no interest in socislizstion
processes of his children, the situstion gets worsened. in
case of “mediom’ or “small’ size family the mother has had
better opportunity to lock after her children particularly
in respect of their scoialization process, and in tarn the
children become better scocialized and disciplined.

There iz reason bto assume that the role of  parents
iy different sized families and the patitern of parent-child
relationship, growing cut of performance of these roles, are
remarkabkle  in relation to emotional, social adiuvstment  and
persomality development of the childrern.

The Tamily is composed of a complexr of interactional
systems, made up of different mesbers of the family, each of

whoan has besging on development of personality and behaviour
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af other members of the family. The larger the number, the
larger is the interactional syvstem. Each relationship as
well as  the interactional system has  its  own emotional
gualiity which affects the mesbers of the family, involved in
this system. A certain size of family is conducive to a
certain way of life, = pattern of attitudes and a complex of
values. The comparisons, made in this study, between small
angd  large family systems are in no way intendesd to sugoest
that one is better than the other. Each has its own merits
which affect development and personsliities of  children
growing within it.

Studies on patterns of large and small families have
revealed  that they are mearkedly different in their effects
ooy the child., Mye {(1952) has discussed in his  study  that
relationship of family size to adijustment of children shows
that  though  ohildren from laroe familieg may be  able  to
adiuvst to  the change of circumstances of a realist world
better than those from smeller families, they do not  make
successful adjustments to people and to life in general like
thosse ohildren, whoo hbave beern brougbht up in smal ler
families. The edplanaticon, given by Nye, is that
improvements  ocowr in family relstionships as the size of
the family decreases JHe has suggested  the followming

FEasonss
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1) FParents of a small family can give each child
more attentions

) Competition is lkeen among the siblings in &
large family, hence there are more chances of guarreling and
bickerings:

=) Bmall  families  are more  often planmed  than
large families and thus more welcome.

MHurlook (1295) points out some of the disadvantages
of smxll families. She advances her argument that in spite
of sconomic and socisl sdvantsges, the ohild  sust sometimes
pay the price of this=, mainly in  the form of problem
creating circunstances. These are according to her :

1y The exaggerated ocpinicons he may get of his own
impeoertance dn group lidfe, by the fact that he has  been
protected and has been the centre of attention in the =mall
sccisl group of bomes

21 Undue pressure, brought on him to succeed may
have adverse effects;

=) Emotionsl problems, which are intensified, are
created by the small family situstionss

43 In cases of family crisis, it will have a
greater impact on children as there are fewer members of the
family to share the problem.

But Bosssord and Sanogner (1758) have uwpheld the view

that small families are more Tavourable for children’s
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development, since small families are characterised by
planming  in terms of size, spacing of children, and cohild-
rearing methods. Farenthood is  intensive rather than
extensive, and  thereby potting emphasis on each child's
individual development. They further e:xpress  that smalil
Tamilies san e cornvtbrolled by democratic methods  with
cogperation  between parents and children as the number  of
interpersonal processes are Tew. However, they alsc  point
out the unfavourable situaticon of @ small families by
s=uggesting that the small family is under stress to achieve
ard thereby 1t poats an additional pressure on the cohild
since the number of contacts within the family group  is=
Timited and there sre likely to be many  tensions and
resentments.

S it shows that the contrast in family systems
indicates certain different influences on children, growing
up  within them. According to Jersild and Tasch  (1961)  in
the large family the emphasis is upon the group and not  the
ingdividuals, This causes both deprivation  and  security.
The deprivation is in terss of thinned relationship with
parents  and lack of opportunity to develop individual
pD%entials. The group cohesion produces security which  is
interpreted ass coming from people sand not from material
things. Im  the small family, the esphasis is (R¥alulsl

developing the full potentisls of the individuals.
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The empirical  stadies reveal that the large size
family has been found to be different in almost every way in
its pattern of living from the small family and as a result
it produces an entirely different type of bome climate  and
has an entirely different effect on the individual members,
specifically o the sccial and psyvchological development of
children.

These studiss on parent-child relationship in laroe
arnd  small size families reflect personslity development of
child. In respect to the present population we have alresdy
gaplained b family size is important in sccialization  and
child-resring processes. The sarlier work on this asspect as
mentioned above, only strengthern the present findings.

The demographic Findings suggest that  hardly  any
cdifference sxists among these three religilous groups in the
Fhasi. With this comsiderstion in mind we have pooled &1l
data together irrespective of religious affilistion in order
tor study  the scoisliization of ohildren and ohild resring
practices among the Khasil over s periocd of time.

The main theme of this resesarch was  to study,
continuity and change in  parental  attitudes in the
socialization of children and parent-child relation from the
perepective of generation in various family situwations. The
respondents  have been classifisd into four generations  in

terms of age. it may also be noted here that the time span
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for  the fourth generation is not sufficient encough to  take
into consideration all asspects, as such only & few relevant
aspects  has  been analysed of the present data. Iin  the
chapter on Materials and Hethod (Chapter-I11Y, we have
clearly stated how the generations have been classified in
Ve Qf the fact that in any  buman population the
generations are bound to be over lapping. Too understand
clearly how over the time scocialization processes and child-
rearing practices have andergone changes.

The first part of this study attempted to edplore
the impact and interests of the parents in their children’s
schocl  education. This aspect of the study has been
attempted with a view, that initially the fTamily. was the
most irnfluentizl, bat deve}mpmen£ and chanoe have browagbt &
shift in  the nature of child training. The emergence of
formal  system of sducstion has taken up many of  the above
mentioned functions. Moreover, sending children to school
has  becoms & socisl and economic compulsicon making pearents
depend on  these institutions te educate their children.
Hemce & @ society like the present one is  undergoing  sSOme
rapid transformaticon.  Sach transformations mean that  there
has  beern & shift from family to formal institotion to
considerable esxtent for the purpose of sccialization of
children. Thus viswing sducstion as an impeoorrtant process of

socialization  and parents as the main scocializing agernts,
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this aspect of the study has examined how keen and active
interest do parents  take in formal  education of  their
children. The other factor  that has  been taken  into
consideration, is thst, though it is assumed that parents of
recent generations largely depend on educational institution
toe dmpart  edocsation to their cohildren, to what zutent
parents are responsible to take interest in education as per
the parents epwn desire and ambition.

The investigation has been made on the interest  of
the parents based on different aspects viz. fione ok of  an
active interest do the parents show towsrds school and its
importance:; methods sdopted by the parents  in developing
effective study hbabits in their children:; interest of
parents  in their children’ s scademic progress  and  towasrds
their activities in schools; dropping out of  school  and
studiesy parental aspirations about their  son’ s/desughter’s
fubure  accomplishment in lifey Heading interest of  the
children and sdolescent agpart from text books as  vieswed by

the parents.

Children ' = regularityv/irregulasrity in attending
schooel and freguency of children’s irregularity 3 Thie
present stuchy reveals  that as generation sUVAETICES ,

percentage of children’s regularity in attending  school
appears o have inoreassed Trom &3 per cent din the earliest

generation to P2 per cent among children of the present
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generation. Hex-wise comparison reveals that thouah
differences are not very wide nevertheless, irregoalarity  in
attending scheool is found to be consistently  higher  among
booys thar giris in 211 the three generations.

Freguencies of irregularity of children in attending
mehool shows that 2 negligible percentage of children among
the present generation are irregular  “occasionally’ and
e ldom’ o while among the firvst and second generation we Tind
more than 30 per cent children being absent ‘guite often’.

The bresk-up of the sttitudes of parents  towards
childrern’'s  irregularity in attending school, shows  that
negative parental asttitode of not taking any saction  towards
children s irregulacrity ie fTournd to be totally absent in the
thirvd gerneration. Cent per cent parents apply pressuare when
childrern are irregular by adopting the methods suggested  to
parents  viz.  spanking, persusding by giving  dncentives,
insisting eithsr by threstening or by giving reasons. in
compariscr by oand large majority  of  parents among the
earlier gensrations adopted negative attitude, of not taking
arry actiorn towsrds ohildren’ s lrregularity.

Secondly parental atbtitude towards school  and its
importance has been studied in terms of  children’s and
adolescents habit of studying on the basis of points such as
the extent to which children regularly {(every day) devote =&

few  hovrs at home, in btheir studies to kesp up  to their



study level at school, to do theilr home assignments given by
the teacher and to revise what is being taught st school.
The study as viewsd by parents showed that among the
children of the third gensration, sajority (80 per cent) on
the whole have a favouwrable sttitude towsrds school which is
demonstrated by their regularly devolting some amount of time
at  homs  to theilr studies as compared  to the negligible

percentages in the first and second generations.

The next guestion then, that nesded to ke studied
and  analvysed in this regsrd were  the wvarious  kBinds  of
pressures, bthat were being spplied to children to see  that
they reouwlarly dedicate & 2 few hours st home to their
studies, and the ressoms and causes suggested  to parents,
that hindered regulasr study habits,

In esarlier generations cohildren’s  regular  shuady
fabd te wers maEinly  due to prevailing situastions arcd
attitudes of the parents such as irability of the parents to
Pl thedlr ohildrern with their stady co oohue bt the  fTacot
that the parents were hard pressed with time  the cohildren
veed b pdok up irregulase study habit.  As  the generation
advances, 1t has becorms very ouch clese bthat in most cases
the parents pay such more attention towasrds their children’'s
regular study habit though  in some cases 1t is only
children = apsathy towsrds edocstion thsat  brings  drregular

study habit in them. Further sedx-wise analysis reveals that
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higher percentage of boys have to be " forced’, and " insisted
strictly’  developing regular study habits than  that of
girls. Thus it i=s seen that among the present generation,
conditions  favouwrablde for children to congentrate in their
studies are provided at homs.

As regards the edtent of interest parernts have in
the education of their children and their attitudes towards
children’ s academic performance has beesn studied by the type
aof action  parents take whern children do not fair well  in
sehcod oo faill dn esamination.

The present  study revesls  that in the third
gernsration, disciplinary action adopted by parents consist
of more than 80 per cent (75 per cent ‘regularly’ and 14 per
cent Tat times ). The comparative study brings forth  one
single trend is that, & very small percentage of parents  in
the  third gensration ignore their children “at times’  wiz.,
1% per cent bovs and 18 per cent girls as compared to 80 per
cent and 44 per cent children being ignored in the firset and
secornd gensration.

Secondly, study of the responses of parents for each
af the typse of sethod adopted, show  that as generation
advances, higher percentsge (321 per cent) of  parents  are
adopting the methoed of @ ‘scolding followsd by advising
childrern’ and =& slightly lowsr percentage (25 per  cent)

adopting  the method of constantly “rnagoing and rebuking’
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viz. 13 per cent daughter and 17 per cenlt sons. Another
remarktable fTactor  worth observing is that ‘ridiculing’
children, which has not been of muach significance in  the
earlier gensrations has been sdopted by parents of more  than
20 pey cent children in the third generation. However, the
outstanding fact which emerges is that the parents  interest
tawards their children’s schooling has increased remarkably
i the present generstion.

Hercs the  study  orn the whole revesls  that  as
generation advances attitudes of parents towards school and
its  dmportance for dmparting sducsticor to children has
certainly changed. It has become more positive. This is
Further supported by the fact that comditions fTavourable foor
childrern to concerntrate in thelr stodies are  provided by
majority of pasrents in the present generation.

The npext aspect of parents  interest in child's
educatiorn  has  been  studied sand aralvsed by the methods
adopted by  parents in developing effective stady habdts,
This aspect has been studisd from three different angles
viz. 1} fAssisting cohildren in theilr studies, 2} Making
children and adolescent study, 3) Fessons for assisting  and
ot assisting ohildren in theilr studies.

The freguency of not sssisting ohildrern  in thedr
studies by thelr parents lse almost same in all generations.

Bt the point to be noted is that as the generation advances
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it is sesn that ohildren sre getticg more and more help from
Thubors’ which means parents  have bhecoms e b e
interessted in the studies of theilr ohildren.

Further reasons for not assisting the children are
mairdy  found  to be 1) FParents are not  educsted  snough,
2y Parents  are hard pressed with time. But as  generation
advances, it iz found that the latter is soch more pertinent
than the former. However, inspite of the fact that parents
thoagh unable to personally sssist children in their studies
regularly, forone or the obthsyr resson, nevertheless parental
interest in thelilr children’s esducsation gsins  support from
the fact that parents bry to provide  tators for  their
children  and send children for private cosching classes.
Hence parental desivre for theilr cohildren’s educstional
achigvemsnt  is & moch resmsrbkable changes among the Ehasioo in
the socislizsation processess of the children pariticularly  in
the lzter generations.

Thus  the study on bhe edtent of  parental  interest
towards  school and its importance brings out the fact  that
though & stromg desire for the educational success of  one’s
children appears bto be the hall mark among the majority  of
parents  of  the present genersation, nevertheless there
appears bto be telling differences in the degres of parental
ambition, sven among parents of the present generation, such

differences are partly & gusstion of attitude. Thas, it can
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brer smeen that over the generations, in several ways the role
o f pareﬁta i the educating function of their children are
fast gaining differences in  attitoudes. Several Tfactors
ceald  be  responsible for sueh differences in parentsl
attitudes which may influence the child’'s attitudes towards
=chool and  the interest he has in different aspects of
s bl tife and such differences in attitudes could be
explained in the light of the following observations.
Stendles {175%1) in his study on  social class
differences in parentasl sttitode towsrds schoodl, observed
that soccial pressure from one’s parents is & strong force
which creastes interest in the ohild. According to bhim what
iz parents think of school and its importance in his  life
will largely determine the degres of interest the child has.
Chickermanse {(19748)  says  that parental attitudes
towards school, which influences so markedly  the child’'s
attitude and degrese of interest, wvary according to the
educaticonal level of parents. He found  that  generally
parental encouragemnsnt  is  positively  related to the

educstional plans of high school students and is considered

the oritical factor in the cohild's performance. High
educationsl level of pasrents  1s  relsted too certain
spoialization practices  such as providing intellectusl

activitiss and pressurising the children  into  achieving.

His study found cout that ohildren and adolescents of  better
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educsted parents are  gmore  oriented  towards & e
performance in school educaticon.  The value placed on work,
the development of effective study habits, the preference
for  merntal  work  to physical  work  and  preferences  for

, . he
professional occupations, have all been found tquelated to
parents sducation.

Campdel {1282 irn her study "fAoademic Achievement
of the Adolescents”, has found ot that educated parents are
better able to understand the abdlity of theilr children  and
carn  guide them to procesd in the vight path. The educated
parents  with sound scoromic background can keep  themselves

Can
free to supervise their children’s’ studies and create an
atmosphere st home which is conduciyve to the study habdts of
their children. These situstions accompanisd by parental
pressure Tor achievemsnt hsve led children to work hsrd  to
get a good grade in theilr examinations.

Flanagan and Ourey (1972 in thedir stady of Cfamily
size and esducational level of parents’ found oult that though
the parents from 211 the esducstional level  showsd general
tendency of deep interest in educating their children, a
hiogher percentzge of  better educated parents  showed =&
constructive attitude towasrds their children’ s sducation and
they presented s situstion at home that s conducive to the
study habite of their children. Their study also indicated

a favourable stmosphers in smsll size Tamilies. Smaller the
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size of the family, higher was the percentage of parents who
have developsd a healthy and friendly relationship with

their ohdldrern, thus  corbribaticg to theilr  personality

development. Their study led them to assumes that cohildren
angt the adolescents coming from small Tamilies with

educated parents  are in oa more favourable situation than
T whi: have & beckoround of  large families with
illiterate or low sducated parents foor achieving good grades
iy bhedlr scademic pursaits.

11 these studiess show that it ds parentsl sttitodes
as  well as  the size of the family which is mainly
responsible Tor  prometing interest in ohildren  in thedir
study  habits. Irn the present resesrch, we have sesn that
this i= exsctly the situstion with the Khasi. A generation
advances it is seen bthat among the Khasi the parents are not
cryly trying to Eeep their family size small, but slso paying
moye and more atterntion towsrds the edoucation of  their
children.

Howe  much of sctive interest do the parents take  in
their ochildren’'s academic progress and  secondly to what
extent do parents keep tab of theilr children’'s’ =scbivities
i sohool . Analysis reveals that though cent per  cent  of
the parents  whose children in the present  generation are
attending school, responded by sayving  that  bhey keepn

themselves informed of their children’ = progress in school,

£
e
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bt further analysis as to the media through which parents’
make  themselves aware, revealed that less than 50 per  cent
(Prasent geneyalion)

parents in the thirvd generatimnﬂLkeep themselves informed of
their children’'s’ progress by “personally attending to their
studies reguliasrly’ . while the rest of the parents in the
present generaticony sither rely on their children’s  “regular
cr perilodicsl scohool reports’ and by Cdepending wporny and
discussing and ssking their children’ for the information of
their progress in school.  Another discowraging faotor  is
that the percentage of those parents who contact teachers is
very low even among parents of the present generation. They
say bhey contact teachers and school only 0F there is any
necessity o 17 and whern the occcasion arises — this may be
oy when  the cohild fails or doss not fail  well  in
edamination o when called for by the suthorities. Thuas by
and large majority of parents on the whole, in the  third
peneraticon {(dl.e.  the present generation), rely o their
childrern for the inforsstion of theilr progress in school.

& Turther probe into the means sdopted by parents to
ke themnselves informed of their children’ s by
activities, apart from theilr academic progress  in school,
had been studied in tersms of the extent of parents awarsnsss

and  resction towards their children’s’ punishment, for not

beeping up  to their level of studies, slackness on ﬁartqf
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the children and any other misdoings which could ccocour  oncoe
i & while to any school goding obdldren.
Analveis on this aspect too was rather discouraging,

s responses of sothers reveals that less than orme thivd

parents  only. in the present generation "OGuestion cohildren
gaily about  theilr activities st school  particwlarly  when
children are unusually late from school’ . Further analysis
revesls that kigher percentage of parents samong the  present
generation rely on being informed either “when called for by
the  authorities’ or “when one or the obther of the siblings
happern  to report to parents’, if and when ohildren were
punished st school  for mishbehasviowr  or  for ary obher
misdoings.

When asked on theilr  preferences  of children’ s
puanishment, maijority of mothers of the present genevration,
saicd  they tabke dntoe coosiderstion pundshment of  thedr
children by responding in the positive bto eilther one of  the
four  preferences sugoested — to correct the child, perform
better in school, instill obedience and spare the rod and
sl the child, Howesver, it is also of such significance
to note that difference in attitude  has  besn observed
amongst & small  percentasge of mothers in the  third  and
Fourth generations, who responded by saving that they do not
take into considerstion and do onot prefer of children  being

punished. These mothere responded by suggesting that
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children showlid  be  trested with Tt understanding,
punishment  tends bto mabke & cohild more rebelliows, and  far
from helping the ohild in his/her  studies 1t conrid
discowrages the ohild instesd. Hence there appesars to be  an
indication amorg mothers of  bthe present generation,
reslizing the  dimportance of peyvohologicsl  approach i
dealing with children yrather than resceting to punishment
slome as compared to the esrlier genesrations. Fairmally, )
comparative study  on these two aspects reveals that
significant percentage of perents of the first  and  second
generaticon  ander stady bave abstained from responding. it
may  be  inferred that parents of the easrlier generations,
having little or no asbition towsrds school and studies  did
not perbticipste or take san oactive interest  towserds  their
children’s activities and progress in schocl. Further, it
s generally understood, that in sarlier times, the primary
function of  the school was to instruct  children  and  the
school life was co-sxtensive with academic pursuaits, while
the above studied aspects can be regarded as a by-product of
the regulsr school activity of recent bimes. Hermoe, such
activities has become & necessity for the development of
such gqualities as physical, socisl, civic and moral. These
cualities have & great place in the children’s s
adolescents’ adivustment to the life around and ahead of  him

ard hence the exstent of isportance of parental interest  in
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such activities and scademic progress of their children  and
adodescent needed  to e studied. Gillispied and Youno

{1767 are of the opinion that the parents intersst in their

children’ s sctivities and performeances in schools E ]
gessntial for the development of proper  attitudes, habits

arc  the proper corchact of thedr cohildren.
Murray (1%9484) is  of the viesw that neither the
parents nor the teschers can sinoly succesd in thelr efforts

b help cohildren  and asdolescent  students attain their

il

developmentsl gosls. However ., b tates  that thyrough

H

requliar school  visits by the parents and bthrough parent-
teacher  associations and conferences, parents and  teschers
may . bDecoms sore understanding of children’s  problems in
schonl education. He is also of the view that apsrt  from
dismcussing  the children’ s progress, saoh  Drogrammess may
enrich the parents’ oern lives.

Havingharst (1953Y), i bis stody found owt o that
educated parents are capable of being aware of theilr ohild’'s
progress  in the  school throough theilr reports and by
contacting the teacher often. His study concludes, that when
childrern  snd adedescents sre awsre that thedlr  parents  are
taking interest in theilr educsation, children also would take
interest  in  their school sducstion. In view of  the above
studies made by Gillispied and Young (198%9), Fuareay (1786},

and  Havinghwrst (1953, 1t is  understood  that  parental



participstiorn  in theilr ohildren’s day-to-day school habits
ard co-operation with school authorities ls very much needed
Ffor  development of sttitude, habits and the proper  conduct
af their ohildren. I the present study, it is  observed
that  bhe  dnterest of parents towsrds edocsticon of the
children has certainly consildersbly increased but what  is
Tacking smong the pearents in the Ehasi scciety is that  they
have ot yelt becoms consciows about bthelr participstion in
chiilodrer’ s dayv-to-dey sohool sctivities and progress.  So it
showms bthat  in this stuady the ideal situation bas not yet
sy ived.

The attitude asnd resction towsrds ochildren dropping
cut  of  school and studies as viewed by parents  has  been
studied in terms of resction of parents to ohildren dropping
cut  of school; reasons explaining reaction of parentsy and

actiorn taken by parents in such situation.

The analyvsis rvevesls  that o the whole, v e
cemppaEred froem the sseliest to the  present pereEr &t ior

percentage of children dropping out of school appears to be
decreasing. But it can also be discerned that there is &
progressive rilse in the drop-out rates among ohildren of the
third generation in the secondsey and hiogher  level. Sepw -
wise comparison reveasls that drop-cut rate among bovs  is

consisterntly bigher in &1l the three generations.,
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The parents] resctions towsrds theilr  obildren  who
have dropped out from the school are of two tyvpes 1) parents
take serious wiew abd becoms exbtremsly unhappy . Madority of
the parents of the present gensration fall in this category.
2Y Parernts sare indifferent towsrds soch happening.  However,
it is moted that as generation progresses such indifferences
ory the part of the parents dis slowly decressing and  parents
aire btaking an active interest in theilr children’s education.
Whern parents become unhsppy about the ohildren dropping out

sochool they either try to parsuas the children  to
corbinue  with  theilr stadies by giving  them  advices  and
gxplaining the benefit of educaticon or  they  take their
children to  task by giving thes some kind of  physicsl
punishment. Such actions  being tabken dis by and  large

discernible among parents of the later generabtions.

it has been  reported by selected Foaucational
Statistics for 198487, in Meghslayva the dropeowt rate among

i

the student increasess considerably from lowsr class  to

mighey classes. From this podnt of wisw it is found  among
the Fhasi students the drop-out rates are not remarkably
gifferent, Since the Khasi dls the major popalstion of  this
State such drop-out rates are guite expected among them. As
we do not have yesr-wise dats on drop-oot rates, it will  be
very difficult for us to diraw any inference from the present

figures, excepting the fact that drop-out rate in the
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present generation has come down ressrkably among the Khasiy
particularly amorg  the ohildren of  the educated arydd
eronomicsally better off parents. In view of the Taots stated
above, the present findings are by and large comparable and
finds suppert in the following studies.

ABocording to Moses (1952), of all the driving forces
cof  ohange in the present day, the strongest are those  that
show  wp in economic forms, and those that besar  upon the

of ™money

ammunt( that dis  made svailable for the education of the
vourth. The sssential needs of a sound sducation are bthe same
i every sooisty. But the particulsr form that the education
takes, the number of pupills who receive 1t, the number  and
mnature  of schools they atternd and the length of time they
stay theres — a1l these things are determined by the parental
attitode towsrds school, which influences so markedly  the
child' s attitude and degree of interest, vary accordingly to
the  edocation level and sconomic ststus of the parents  who
Mave schooling ohildren.

Hymarn (17060, .in Ris study  Tound  out that in
fimancially handicapped families, the clder child has often
to sacrifice his sducstion to help and support the family or
to send youngesr brothers and sisters to school and colliege.
With grestyaffloence in the family there is at  least less
sconomic compulsion on ohildren bto drop ot of school. In a

pooy family  the adolescent  though asspiring for  higher
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sducstion may  have to drop o owt o esarlier to sarn aricd
contribute to  the economic needs of the family which  may
cause frustration within bim. He concludes that the spooio-
economic status of the adolescents family will influsnce not
orly what interests are possible for bhie to develop bot zxiszo
what shape these interests will take.

Fhesrman (19491 in his study discusses that  there
ism & direct relationship betweern  the education of  the
parents and the probebility of their children’'s interest for
higher studies. Thus the forces that determine  the high
school students’ dinterest in educstion come primarily From
Mis parents.

Camphell (17582, in his situdy found out  that  the
effects of family size, have an impact on the academic
achievemnsnt  of the childrern and adolescents. I the family
income  is limited, the family with  fewsr ohildren oan
chviously better afford to feed, clothe and esducste them.
Limited resouwrces can be more effectively chamelized. But
i othe income level is even less than the subsistence level,
the parents may not be able to sese  to the sssential  neesds
cof the  ohildren sven though they have Tew ochildren.  They
ferel that there 1s svery possibility of their ulnluly
performance in their academic pursuits.

ARocording to SBtendles (1955),  largsr  the family

higher will be the degree of economizing of the family



resources which may oreate s parent-child conflict. Farents
with  several children must spread thelr resources  and  one
play  Tavourites with theilr children and  thus discriminate
amorig thelr  own children. They, with limited incoms, s
urable  to provide gach ohild with best sducation or  with
fimancial assistance. The unfortunste disfavouwrsd child may
ok tabke dntersst in educstion even at the cost of his own
sacyrifice. Thers is severy probability of him developing
prejudice asagainst parents as well as the favourite sibling
of  the parents. TS may finally not only  hinder i
arademnic  schisvemsnt but  slsoc  have & set back o the
personality development.

Thouogh the sbove mentioned studies have besn carvied
cut  in patrineal situstions, the present study  very  mach
tends support to those findings.

The

T

supectations of parents af different
generations,  abowt the futuwre of theilr soms and  daughters,
as viswed by the psrents bas been studied in terms of Tour
different accomplishments, &= suggested to them - 11 be
cutstanding  in chosen 1ife and reach a high sccisal statbus,

2 do owhat  gives himdher  most satisfscoction, 3 be a

3
't

respected  and useful citizen f  othe commanity, 4} a

Timancially secure life.
The study on the gosls of sducstion, revealed that

as  generation advances higher percentage of  parents among
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the later genesrations aspilire more of a economically  sound
FPife for their cohildren, Tollowesd by parents aspiration  for
the rise in the ‘sccial status of their children by  being
cutstanding iy ochose 1ifTe’ , appesrs to be gracdualily
increasing particularly among the third ard fourth
generations, whersss higher percentage of parents among  the
sarlier gensrations wish a “respected social type of life’
for  their children. However, this discorepancy in parental
attitude among parents of the earlier and later generations
conild be  sttributed to the resson of  thelr placement in
socisty at large.

Farents  todsy have realised the need of edacsating
their ohildren for their foture career  which suits  this
industrially developing country. Schools and colleges  have
multiplisd and  the wrban parents are in touch  with  the
educational system which can give theilr children necessary
gualifications Tor their sspired career. However, the new
gconomic order that bes evolved has not been able to supply
erough jobs for the sducated youth. Thus it can be inferred
that one of the major problems Taced by the yvouth and  their
parents  1s  the fear of their foture wvnemplovment. This
cowrld  result din extreme presswre being put on ohildren  to
abtain  good educational degrees whichae  thought of  as
gateways to jobs. So o this cowld be the resson &z to whey

majority  of parents among the present generation, consider



that the goal of educsation is to provide economic sescurity.
Further, it is generally understood, that every parent
today ., holds  bigh aspirations for the rise in the social
status  of their cohildren, which they can achisve only
through  education.  This pressure coupled with that of  the
growing ambiticor of the parents to raise the standard of
livimg of the family may make them wview the goal of
gducation is to schisve highesr stsatus in sccisty. bhereas,
differences in parental attitude among parents of earlier
generstions  couwld be atbtributed to the faot, the view  that
culture of a person and his popularity of being a respected
and useful citizen as they observe in the commuanity may have
strengthened majority of the parents views of  the esarlier
generations on the gosls of sducation.

A comparative analyseils of the viesws of parents  on
different goals of sducstion, further revesls that parents
wanting children to have a financially secwe life is found
o ber hadghsr for sons than For daughters. It alsc reveasled
that higher percentage of parents for daughters  than  for
sons  edpressed  that  the primary purpose  for education,
should be to develop attitude and valuss to make them aware
of theilr cbdigations and responsibilities ss mesnbers of the
commuar ity It is, therefore, gquite reasonable to ass=ume
that hiigher percentage of  parents  among the presert

gensration wanting sons than daughters to have a financially
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sepcure life, could be that when sons get married and go  to
their wives homes, the responsibillity of parents cesses:; bot
parents  today wants  theilr sons to e sducsted persons
capabde of sarning and establishing their status  in their
respective home.

Data ! asplration o f parernts Tor Future
accomplishments and prosperity of thelr sons and  daughters,

From  any obther matrilinesl scociety sre lacking. Bo it 4

i

not possible to find cut the kind of changes which other
matrilinesl socileties  a&re undergoing in this  respect, &s
such we cannot make any comparative statement. However, 1t
may e podnted ocwt that some resesrchers like Hustiszx (1980,
81, 83y, Bachman and Jobnstorns (1979), 1981);, Hollingshead
(1949, Singh and Mitra (1972), Mabhale (1977}, Davis (1949),
Campbell FEZY . HMoses {(1955), Bossard (1953), Ogbuwrn and
Mimboff (1940 and others have woorbked o such topilc in some
patrilineal sociesties which are nolt  compsrable with  the
situation  existing  in the matrilines] scocietiss  like  the
Fhasi stc.

The nedt  dimensicon o which the parent-ohild
relationship has been st ndied is  the mode of parental
control  and  discipline  and the role of  cohildren  in the
howsehold  duties and activities, in terms  of  generational
charnge and continuity.

certain conduct  for its

Every  Tamily reguires
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members,  viz. developing work  habits  throuwgh  bousehbold
duties, sebtting limits to their freedom and enforcing the
conduct by giving pundshment or by extending rewards. The
aspirations which parents hold for their children apparently
affect the ways i owhich parents wowld deal with  their
children, the varicus methods of control  and discipline
adopted by parents to get the desired result. So the stuady
o the various methods that is being adopted by parents, in
gifferent situstions, over a pericd of time bass been  found
necessary to study, with 3 view to understanding the parent-
child relationship. The investigsbtion cef children =
participation and asttitude of parents has been based on four
different sspects —~ Fole of the children and adolescent  in
housshold duties  and activities and the attitede of  the
parents towasrds theilr children’s participationy &0, resson
and method adopted by parents for inculcating and  inducting
responsibility training in ochildreny the method and mode  of
disciplining and control in the familyy  and  Ffinally  the
methods adopted by the parents for rewsrding obilodren.

The study on the role of children in household
cdutiess  and  sttitude of parents  towsrds  their cohildren’'s
participation has been stodied in terms of age from  when
childrern sessist theilr parents asand resction of parents  when
children do not comply by parents’  reguest:;  typess  of

hovisshold tasks  allcotted and pearticipation cof the iy



adolescent childreny extent of adolescent children’ s
participation and entrusting adeolescent ohildren with
household duties and domestic chores:; attitoude of  children
in complyving by these tasks and attitude and rveaction of
parents towards howsehold responsibilities ard tasb
performed by their adeolescent children.

Study o o the asge froo when ohildren sssist parents
with  light chores and esrrands reveals that drrespective  of
generation, by oand large hioher percentages of parents ssk
children to assist with light chores and errands from  the
age  of eight onwards.  Howsver, it has also  besn observed
that as generation advances, more and more children at  this
zoe are being asked by parents to assist with light chores
and errands from & comparatively later age when compared
Trom the searliest to the present generation.

Further, the study on the resction of parents when
children at this sarly age do oot comply and respond to bthe
call of their parents, reveals that higher percentage  of
parents amoong bthe later generations “abuse and curse’ thes
child  for not  respondingfcomplying. as  compared  to the
earliest generation. But it i= also of much significance to
note  that highsst percentage of parents .)nh the present

generation are of the opinion that ‘child at this stage do
not  understand  the meaning of punishment so  there is 1o

point  in punishing’. Whereas such responses amorng the



sl iest genesration is found to be totally absent.  Thus it
can be  inferred that children of the earlier gensrations
were  siEpected to help parents with their extensive duties
and task  at & much earlier age, whereas responsibility
reguirements in early yvesrs among the later generations are
moderate  and probably parents expect less from their  young
children.

Seconcdly,. the  study o the o role and estent  of
adolescent children’s participation in various household
duties viz. {outdoor and indoor sctivities and the day to
day household marketing) assigned to the children by  the
parents,  parental  attitude and interest entrusting their
adolescent children with household responsibility and extent

Co™MPp

of sdolescent ﬁhildren’salyiﬁg as viewed by parents, reveals
that consistently highesr percentage of daughters than  sons
i a&ll the genesrations shouwlder  the responsibility of
domestic chores and household work. The study also reveals
that by and large, majority of parents even in the  thivd
generation do entrust adolescent children with howsehold
chores and tasks.  Howsver, a comparative study reveals that
adolescent children entrusted with household tasks to "somes’
arnd Clittle’ extent appears to be increasing as  generation
advances.

Further & sed-wise comparative study reveslis  that

difference petween adelescent sons and daunghters in
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participating with household activities, is significantly
wide particularly n the present generatimgfknmﬁared T
the negligible differences in percentage among the earlier
generations  between adolescent sons e daughters. it has
also  been cbhserved that adolescent sons among  the present
generation appesrs to have developesd a wesker sense  of
responsibility in  showldering  bhousehold duties though
responsibility dis emphasized o both adolescent  sonms and
dauvghters. It could alsg be a fact that the parents may
entrust the dutiss to only those children who sare happy  to
undertake., This fact gains further support from the stady
oy Ythe attitude of adolesscent children complying with  the
household  tasks {(Table 3.9) and ”attitudg arit reaction  of
paErents towsgrds theilr adolescent children’s Froasehold
responsibilities and tasks {(Table 5.%). Finally the figures
throughout the study on bousebold doties and activities show
a good psreoentage of "no response” group for adolescent.gons
W the present generation. Hence, it could be inferred
that, this group of parents may have abstained ficm
responding as  their adolescent sons may not be  happy  to
cocperate in  attending toe the day-to-day routine o f
household duties and thereby parents not wanting to revesl

their son’s wnwillingness in helping out.
Mo compsrable dats from any matrilinesl society  are

available. Hopoit ois difficult for us to make any definite
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inference from the present findings. However, it may be

pointed  out  that many resesrchers like Dessi (1984) and
agthers have woked on such  topic in the patrilineal
soroieties. It i= guite well-krnown that in patrilineal

sgcieties the boys gensrally get little favowrable treatment
than the girls by their parents.  Bubt in & society like the
Fhasi’s  though the situstion is apparently reverse, it may
ful menticrned  that i such  scociety  till the age o f
adolescence  both boyse and girls by and large are  treated
ggualliy,. at lesst sz found in the present generation. it
may  Furither be pointed out that even in the Khasi  society
the bhoyves are less cobedient than the girls particularly  when
they reach the age of adolescence.

During the course of the present study we have tried
to find ocut how the parental attitude towards  inculcating
respornsibility and traimning to theilr children have undergons
changes over the generation {(Section—I1 of Chapter-Vi.

The present study shows that irrespective o f
generation, & considerable nuamber of  parents inculcate
responsibility and  training to their  ohildren  whern  the
children are comparatively young. It i=s true that & higher
percentage {42 per cent) of the parents in the present
generaticn (in this particular issue, the third generation
has been considered s= the present generation) express  the

view  that  whern the ohildren reach the age of resson they
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showld be taught to assume responsibility and training. It
is also noted  that even  in those families  who are
economically  well off and can afford to hive helping hands
Tor their household work, the childrern in such families are
also assigned hbouseshold tasks and responsibilities. It may
be noted  that =o far assignment of  household  task  and
responsibilities are concerned no remarkable difference is
noticed from  one generation to amother and also from  one
sconomic condition to anobther.

Inspite of the =imilarities, as mentioned, over the
generations, towsrds dnculosting training and responsibility
in childrern, significant changes that has been taking place
over generations has been noticed in parentsl attituede. in
the earliest genesration, it is seen that almost sgual number
af parents were of the opinion that their children should be
o citizens meaning  they should be respec ted ard
responsible members of society, and another visw was that
children should ot only be respected and responsible
members of society but alsc they should be economically well
placed in  future. In the next generation, i.e. 1in  the
sescord generation a remarkable change in attitude of  the
parents has been noticed. It is found that in little over
20 per cent of the parent sconomic secwity of the children
was the first and foremost consideration and slong with this

majority still used to think that theilr children should be
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good  citizens.  dhen we come to the third generation  this
trend  becomes much more glaring. Masjority of  the parents
are o f the opinion that  their first arnd foremost
corslderation is to see  thedlr children should =
Aecanomically secwred in futwe. It is also true that still
a good mumber of parents st3111 comsider that children should
e good citizen but also be sconomically secured in future.
The podint to be noted bere iz that there is not & s=single
parent  in this generation (third generation) who only
consider that their children showld be good citizen and  do
not give stress or consideration on economic  security of
their ohildren in future. So from the above discussion, 1t
iz qguite understandable that how the attitudes of the
parents towards  their ohildren  have beeeesry urndergoing
remarkable changes over the generations.  Unfortounately, we
go not have sufficient date on fourth gernerastion st present,
buk we  omay sugest that this is & very imporitant ares of
study which  should be tabken ap in future to evaluate  the
changes that have been tabking place in the parentzl attitude
in the Ehasi society.

In  this commection, ong can recall the findings  of
Caplow et &1. (1982), Klein (19463) that the old wvalus  of
seeing children &5 respomsible and good mesbers of  the
spciety  is graduslly being replaced by the valus  in which
paErerhe wish  to ses  thst  theilr  cohildren el ol fes

ey
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ecornomicslily well pleced in future. Though &11  these
resegarches have been carvied out in patrilineal societiles
wnlike the present scociety of the Khasi, 11 may be stressed
here  that  the same trend in change of old values 1is  wvery
much perceptible even in the matrilineal sociesties.

The rnext  dimension o owhich  the parent-child
relationship  has  been  studied is the mode of  parental
corntrol and discipline. The stady on the various mebthod  of
punishing  and rewsrding ohildren in different situstion by
the parents with a view to understanding  the parent-ochild
relationship, has besn studied in terms of the foellowing o
Discipline and controlling suthority at homey reasction of
parents  agsinst sggressionsl behsviows of the children  and
adolescent; when children are discbedienty for fighting with
peers and siblings: when other complaing and the puarpose for
punishing children.

Fmorg the variables in the parent-child relstionship
that assume importance are those relating to the degres to
which the ohild is sccepted and made to feel secure in  his
family relationships. This relationship betwesn the two
parents may ocoowupy different places in the homse situstion.
The study reveals that irrespective of gesneration, in
majority of  families msother controlling families is  at &
higher level. However, father controlling and disciplining

children, asppesrs to be increasing when compared  from  the



earliest  bto the present gensration. Fuarther, & definite
tendency of  both  parents controlling and disciplining
children is  slowly coming into existence i the present
generatior.

It has been reported by omany resesrchers (Mye 198523
Goldberg 1958} in patrisrchal scocieties, in which mothers
normally stay at home snd the fathers sare the tread sarners,
the mothers play  the major role in disciplining ard
comtrolling their children and the fathers have more  remoche
services in controlling and disciplining the ohildren. As
alvesdy poirnted out in the satrilinesl Khasi society  the
moathers esven today play the major role in disciplining and
controlling the ohildren, but in the present generation  the
father s importance in such matters is becoming perceptible.,
S &t present, both the mother  and  father have  very
distinctive role in disciplining their children, even though
mothers enjoy little grester responsibility.

Children’ s aggressive behavicouwr has been studied in
terms of younger ohildren’ s agoression when at  times  they
give vent to theilr resentment and anger against some  action
of their parents and elders, secondly agoression directed st
adults by adolescent children.

By and large the study reveslis that irrvrespective of
generation, majority of parents discourage outbreaks of

arger and sgoressive behsviowr evern among ohildren in their
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childhood  “which is at once stopped sternly . if  there is
any positive tendency in this direction - i.e. if repeated
el e, Tt is further sesn that 29 per cent of the parents
iy the present generation tend to be moderate in dealing
with agoressive behaviour of young children - ‘“to some
extent, |y trfing to reason with the angry child and  teach
bim  to control their feelings as far as possible’. it i=
followed by a small percentage (23 per cent) of the parents

n the present generation who responded by saving  that
Tto some extent such behaviowr may be ignored if the cohild
does not repsat it often’ . Such responses edxpressed by the
parents of the sarlier generations appear to be by and large
absent.

Similarly, agogressive behaviowr or display of  anger
arnd resentment sgainst elders by  adolescent children is
gisapproved. This is  esxpressed by majority of  parents
irrespective of gensration, who stated "they teach children
ot to srgue and speask back whatever may be the causse of
anger o situations. Fuarther, the study reveals that 20 per
cent in all generations consider agoression directed at
adults by adolescence as a grave offence’ . However, i1t is
alsc  of  mach interest to note that more than 28 per  cent
parents in the present generation have stated that “to &
little extent severity with which such behsviowr is punished

depends  onn the status of the person  against  whom  the



aggression  is directed’ . it can thus be inferred that by
and large irvespective of generation parents in general  do
rnot favour aggressive behaviowr of any kind by children  and
adolescents. Therefore, it may be inferred that the
tendency of stromngly discowraging aggression among  cohildren
ard adolescents is & highly functionsl socialization
practice. .Deliberate aggressive behaviour is prevented by
bringing stromg  pressuare on the ochildren, thus &1l these
attitudes are impressed on children and adolescent and they
are taught to dreasd and remsin aloof so that by the tims
children grow in age, these attitudes are so fixed that they
begin  to comsider agoression of any kind very bad. Mever—
the-isss, flexibility in parental attitude being moderate
towards their ohildren and adolescents agoressive behaviour
iz slowly gaining ground in the present generation.

Landis  dn bis shudy "Adolescence and Youth 3 The
Frocess  of Matwring” {(1952:151), =stated that the matter of
rendering respect s obediences is dependent laly’
circumstances, especially as the child aspproaches the period
of adolescence and youth, scocliety recognizes his cobligastions
to ebhedience only  to the extent parent  is  worthy  of
aohedisence and exercises a reasonable suthority. He further
states  that in somse early soccilesties  the penalty for
disobedience  too parents was desth. In the msodern family

institution ot only has severs penalty  for  dischedience
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disappeared, bat even  the parents’ right to demand
ungquestioned obedience is challenaged by the vouth whose bent
is towards a democratic pattern in the family system.

The =tudy on the mode of parentsl control and
discipline adopted by parents when children are discbedient,
when children fight with peers and siblings and when others
complain, the study on the whole brings forth one  common
pattarn?ﬁ%irraﬁpectivm of generation, perents desl severely
with cohildren’'s disgbedience by resorbting to beating  and
spank ing. It may thus be assumed that parents  having to
discipline & large mnumber of children may adopt the method
of punishing children by either spanking or beating, so that
when one child receives such puanishment, the other cohildren
take care not to be discobedient. This couwld be one of  the
meathod of disciplining the whole group.  The stady further
reveasls  that in the other two circumstances, viz. 1) non-
compliance by houseshold duties and tasks’ and deoss  things
Cyvod disapprove of 0 and 2) S fighting with others’ and D wehen
gther complain’, hbighesr percentage of  parents in = the
later generations have adopted the method of  “wvehemently
scolding by ridiculing’ . tabusing’ ard by seEversly
threasterning cohildren to instill control and ohediesnce  in
children. This may be dus to the fact that repeated
seolding and beating make children stubborn and slso dlgnore,

thereby children and adolescents do not heed to the scolding



and beating of parents.  This may be one of the reasons  why
higher percentage of parents among the later generstions as
compared to the earliest generaticons has adeopted the  method
of puridshing children by abusing and ridiculing and by
sgvereg threats  to instill fesr. This fact gains further
support sand irnsigbt from o the stady on " purpose Tor punishing
children’ .

In the present generation, preference Tor  punishing
children followsd Dy advising, is being adopted by $neae
sbout one-third of the parents uander study in &1l the three
different circumstances descoribed above.  Thus it can be
inferred that idrrespective of genersticon by and lsrge though
families are still traditional in their outlook, but never-
the-less there is an indicsation of families adopting the
method  of advising theilr children by giving reasons. This
may e attributed to the faot that parents may not spank the
chiild as the child thus punished may feel that injustice has

been dorme bo bim. He may ore

ate more problems than yvield to
the punishment. Hence this may be the resson that  advising
children by giving proper ressons and saogogest ways to
improve ls belng adopted by a small percentage of parents in

the [res

it geresrsation. Tt, therefore, appesrs that  among
the present generation, wrban parents  are realizing  the
fThe

impertance of demcoratic pattern in socislization process of
<

their children.
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It the parents punish their children when they are
wrrong,  they would slso rewsrd thesm when  they  show  good
behaviow and perform well in the ssamination. Thus  the
last sspect on parentsl control and discipline studied, are
the wvaricus methods  adopted by parents for rewarding
children. e study  revesls  that, irrespective o f
generation  “praising’ iz the much practissd method of
rewarding ohildren by most of the parents in situstion where
chiildren are obedient, when they behave well and when  they
pass i theilr examinsticons.  Further a  bresk-up of the
study, in terms of generation reveals that the simplest  and
yet most effective rewsrd being recognised in the fors  of
pratse being  adopted by majority of  parents  among the
sarliier generations for rewsrding their children for  being
chedient arnd for behaving well. Whereas apart from

*

‘praising’ . obther modes of rewsrding children by “satisfying
children's wants’ and "celebrating children’'s swccess’ is
berimg  sdopted by nesrly 500 per cent i the P st
generation. Mevertheless, attitude of parents even in the
present  generation, including large size families,  whereby
higher percentage of parents recognizes children’ s succoesss in
the form of praise and by not ignoring. msy influence the
cther children of the family to follos the foobtsteps of  the
rewsrded cohild. In thi=s way, the parents  who  have more

children may discipline the whole family.
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Mahale (1988) in her stody have pointed oult that
though  the common method of disciplining children  in most
household in India i= to spank the child when it misbhehaves,
MEY WO E mathaﬂa are Ar use, sodme proving to be more
effective than others. Some of the disciplinsry msethods
that are common in & normsal home sare corporal puanishment,
advising the child by Qiving reasons, scolding, and igrnoring
the ohild by o withdrawing sffection.

Sagner (1952 i his research reported that the
mothers of large size Tamilly sre ususlly more concerned with
the vyounger cohildren  than  with  the adolescents. The
immature  yvounger ohildren who are prove to mizchisvousness
arnd guarrels need to be controlled by mothers. S0 they  may
ek have  enough time and energy to edercise control over
elder siblings of the family. Further, e also  reporied
that when there sre few ohildrern the mothers  and  fathers
have a tendency of protecting the children even though  the
children  grow into adolescence and sre capable  of looking
after themselves. Iy large families as they grow they ey
to he independent.  The bivth of the voungesr siblings  give
them sarly maturity as thus they overgros theilr age, leading
tor less of parental control.

Socording to Garrett and Carlson (1970, in large

familiess the siblings bickering and guarveling are more than

in small FTamilies becsawss of  the incresse AT the
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interactionsl L €

The parents wist 1 dealing
repeatedly with the guarrels of thes children Y
urcomsedoasly st the. - harsh method o f Cor ol
punishment or withdraw completely by lgnoring the situabtion.

Hence  the size of the family plaves a defTinite role
iy the disciplinsry actions of the parents btowsrds  bhedlr

childrern., Tt omay thus be inferved that size of the Tamily

be
T
ifi
i

relevant  relation to the method of disciplining
children by parents. It cowld be & faot that parents  of

gdifferent wsi

zedd families bave to desl with different  types

of dnddisciplinary behaviowr of theilr children  which needs

apmropriate action on the part of the parents - bthis  can

st ber understood in the ligbt of discussion by Carlson and
Garrett (1970}, ~ “the parents with more namber of children,
when controlling and disciplining thelr ohildren hsve to be
impartial  and use the same yvardsbick to impose  punishment
withowut oy discoriminstion.  They are of the opdnion that if
there is any discrimination though nob intentionally, b may

tead  to the disple

suire of the ohild  concerned, and  thes
child may develop a hostile attitude towsrds the parent.

¥

Theoagh the above mentioned studiss have beesn osrried

ot in patrilimesl sitestions, the present stody very mach

Terds AR R wnE SN L Fimdings. L A - 5 ERT that

characteristically patrilinesl] socoiesti are different  from

the matrilineal] sccoieties but i respect of panishment and
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of ST Wk o 514 S

rewards the ohildren thus sare very mach akin btooe
It may be further pointed out  that in the matrilinesl
soriety like  the Khasi the smother plays a major  role  in
punishing and rewsrding children.

Having analvzed the parent-child relstionship  on
various dimsnsions the next area studied is the norms and
practices, relsted to ohildrern’ s and adolesscent interactions
and recreaticons.

The anaslysis on bthe extent of celebrstion of
festivals reveasls that irrespective of genesration festivals
cof  religious pature are Tavowred by highest  percentages of
Ffamilies followed by observing of death rituasls &rvd
ENMAVENSarLES .,

M comparative analysis of the families revesals that

5

aw gensration advances celeboation of festivals of scocisl

i

mature particwlsely of birthdsys and marrisge annmiversariss
followed by commuanity festivals appesrs to bhe favouwrsed by a
Figher percentsge of families dn the present gensration. it
shows bthat functions, pertaining to religion, are favowred
by @il dAn the Ehasi scociebty irrvespective of gensrations,
whereas soocial tyvpes of function such as, celebrations  of
Birthday, wedding anniverssriess, eto. which sare concepts of
western culture, appear to be totally asbsent in the earlier
generations, have by and laroge been sdopted by the Tamilies

in the present generation to s considerable extent.



The participation of children and adolescents in the
soocisxl activities of the family alomg with thelr parents and
the parents responsibility to creste situations for such gest
together and activities of the family develop into & heaslthy
parent-child relaticnship.

The study o the gstent of children and adolescents
participation in the socisl activities of the family reveals
that ass generation sdvances, fasilies participating together
i warigcus  social activities of the family appears  to e
gragually dincressing when compared from the esrliesst to the
present gensration. It has also been observed that children
{particularly adelescents) do participate though not slewasys.
A comparative study reveals that with  the exception of
activitiess such a&s  goding for and sttending fwmoeial
functions’ and shopping, the obther scclsl achtivities of the
family disgussed in the presesnt stody do not sppesrs to be
rovtine activities. it is also disappointing to note  that
irrespective  of  generation,  in &l types of  activities
mearly 50 to HO per cent of families have not responded  to
the questions. This may be satbributed to the faoct thst  the
FTamilies which may not  programms such activities have
abstained  from responding. It may also e  inferred thst

irrespective  of generation sccisl activities may nobt bs &

e s event in many Tamilies because o f physicasl
inconveniences cansed by norr-availability of Fegular
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convevance including certain cther restrictions. So far all
types of social sctivitiess are concerned it is observed that
the sons participate in considerably lowsr freguency than
the daughters., Howsver, as the present study deasls  with
parents relationships with children and adolescents, it is
found that  the pasrents like to keesp the company of their
children, particularly the daughters. MNevertheless, 1f  the
st ior was asked to ohildren particulsrly the adolescents
and their responses were analysed it would have given  a
et ter picture  in understanding the participation o f
children in the scoial activities of the family.

Basically ocultwral values are relsted directly  or
indirectly to religious concepts, beliefs, forms of
expression and sxtent of influence upon individousl, group
attitude and behaviowr. Hence the third type of scocial norm
of the family studied hss besn based on the family attending
church  and service as it is a form of expression of  one's
sttitude towsrds the religliorn he follows.,

S far the religious habdts like attending ohurch
services, sto.  sre concerned, it ds observed  that  the
children of the present generation sare sors regalar in
attending such services  than theilr counterparts in the
earlier generations. The reasons for such regular habits of
attending  cohurch  services by the children are mostly (1)

parents  are  trying  to be closely asscoilasted with  their
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chtldren, {(2) Farents like to see that their ohildren shoold

et good meral sdvice Trom the church and (3) Parents are of

i
o

the  opinion tha i ohildrern attend cohuroh regularly,

semvtually this  habit will pay themn to becoms  good  moral

Chyistians. Tt de aleo found in some cases obdldren do mob

sttend  ohuroh regularliy, and the ressons for not

attending regularly  are as follows {1y difference of

a8

g ior betwesen parents (Case Fkquyﬂ arndg {21 Farents do not
firmd  time to take theilr cohildren to the ohurch  regulariy.
Honeewvey o babing the above sentiored ressomns Tor the obdldren
rot attending ohurch service regularly  togethsr  one may
irfer that parentsl indifferernces towsrds the ohildren  and

some reservations on bthe part of the parents are  the root

cansss Tor developing drregulsr hebite of  not asttending

church ssrvices by the ohildren. Howesver, 1t can safely  be

that i the pr

vt gernsration the parents are maoh
me conseiouns about bthe well being of thelr ohilldren  than
e parents dn the  ssrlier generations. This is &
remarkable changs i parent-ohild relationship in the Khasi
sooiety particulaerly among the Catholic and Mon-Csitholic
Christians,

Loy and Lymd (1974) in thedlr study of "FHeligiorn and

i

Family’ Fonamdgd  out from  the responses of  Dwea BLRVEYES

conchacted 54 vesrs apsrt were uncarmily similsr in tone.

Their study  suggest that there has bhesn a resurgence  of



religion, familiss are moere involved in religion today  than

were  thelr predeces

in bthe 1920s. They further report
that  imn 1924 habit was the most oommon mobtive  for ohuroh
attendance. Compared to the 1924 respondernts=,  the 1978
respondents mentionsd  benefits to their children as  most

oy

important. The obhservation of Lynd (1976) lends support to

the present finding regarding children’ s regular habit of
sttending ochuroch services.
Farerntsl attitude towsrds children’ s interaction and

recreatlon has been studied in terms of recstriction and

permissivensss  in ochildren’ s  intersction with Triercs;

children’ s spending leiswres btimey and abttitude and  reaction
gof parents whern ohildren and adolescent fight  and  guarreld
with friends and peers.

The =study on parental sttitude towsrds  restriction
and perplssivensss in theilr  ohildren’'s  interaction with
friends and pesrs brings out the fact thsat smorng the  later
generations patterns cf medlghbowe iy interaction #51¢d
recreastion with pesrs and Triends sl lowed by parents sre not
arbxitrarily but  rathesr selectively chosen  and  allowed.
Further the sedx-wise study revesls a wide difference betwesn
sons and daughters.  Daughtesrs interactions are more closely
supervised and ocwrtsiled as compered to that of sons. This
gains supporh, shoeing consistently highsr  percentage  of

arrs bhan daughters in &1l the gerneratiorms bedng sl lowsd Lo



play  Tto o a greater edtent — with all children alike of the
locality’ rand pereitted and allowed ocut in the neighbourhood
and bevond to play and interact.

The study on the bkind of activities childyren
participste and are engsogesd in doring their  ledisure  time
reveals that Jn - the present generation highesst percentage
of responses consist of ohildren "keeping to themselves by

sErgaging  in ovariouws individual activities." It has  also

been observed that samong the serliest generation, children’' s
s Lrng cof  ledsurs  btime by engaging themselves i

ingdivicdual sctivities ils fTound to be totally sbesent.

& comparative study reveals  that a&parh F o
‘ohildren’s  engsgement in individosl  sctivities” being
favoured by majocrity  of children among the present

gensration, the responses of parents to the othesr zscotivities
R fepend bime with other family members and slders’ and
teperncting bime by plaving with friends show that cohildren’s

participation i such sactivities too is gradually decresasing

whery compared Trom the esrli o the present generstior.
Fimally, the study on pasrental atbtitude and reaction
whern young ohildren and adolescent fight and guarrel  with
peers and friends, vevesls that though a child’' s aggression
towayrds his playmates, especially for boys is not taken very

seriously  and adult interference is generally regarded  as

undesirable "as long as nobody is Bart, but by and large the



popmadiation under study are generaslly pesce-loving s obvious
from  the kind of beheviows training they give to  their

adulescent ohildren for being non-agoressive as respoorded by

maiceity of parents stating that " they mabke children  behave
in & manner scceptable to neilghbours.  Mevertheless, certain
amownt of  Flexibility in parents handling adolesscents

children’ s s dlor btowards thedlr friends sand mates could

alieso be discermed among s small peroentage of parents in bthe

ent peneration.

Farental attitudes and reschtion tonesros the iy
childrern's  and sdolescents  interaction could be  beltier
understood dn bthe lioghbt of the following studies.

Apocording to Bronfenbrenner (U970, many behaviour
patterne Tearned iy bhe  family are reinforced &l
strengthensd through interactions with peers. The powsr  of
peers s sooislizers varies Trom cultoure to culture and from

e historical eva to another. In their study they found

ort that comtesporary Smericsan cultore sesms hiobly peere
oriented; children are strangly encouraged to interact with

sl &re, therefore, insvitably influsnced by thes.

i gensral Fuwropessn ohildren sre less likely than
fAmerican  ohildren to rely on pesrs for opiniorns and advics
arigd more likely to rely on adults,

I the present stody it ds  ssen that  parents

selectively allow theiv children to mix with theilr peesrs and
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friends unlike what is found in the American societies. it
may also be noted thet in the sarlier generations among  the
Khasi the parents used to allow their children wvery much
arhifrarily toomix o with their friends and peers:; so it is &
charnge  which one can easily perceive in the Khasi  sccilsty.
Howesvery, how this alteration in parentsl sttitode will bring
about changes in the EHasi scciety is a matter for study  in
Future.

Fegarding the behaviowr of adolescent children it is
smear bhat in bthe earlier generations the adolescents could
not a&fford to take arny liberty with the parents  to decide

for themselves, but as generation advances the situation is

charging very  Tast., I the present generation, e
sdolescents bove and girls, can afford to decide for

themselves and the parents mostly do not interfere.  Ferhaps
this is  the wuniversal trend (Kerr, 1958; Hyman, 1953
Hurlock 195%; MoClelland, 1967: Moser, 1952). It shows that
the present day Fhasi society is nooowsy exception bo what is
Bappening in this country and 511 over the world, so far
independence of adeolescent children are concerned.

In respect of familisrising children with social
customs and practices it is seen that there is considerable
Flexibility omn the part of the perents  to teach  such
pehaviour to  their children in the present generation:

wheress in the esrlier generations, the parents  were  muoch
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more  rigid  regsrding such o practices sand wsed to take  a&lld
trouwbkle to let their cohildren know and teach their children
about these.,

It ds generally observed in obther studiss {(Carlson
arngd Garrett, 19703 Hledin, 1955%; Lynd, 1978) this  trend is
very omuach perceptible in other populstions.  =o it may  be
inferred that in no way the present day Fhasi population is
different fTrom other population in respect of  familliarising
children with standard sccial practices.

Amorg the  variasbles in parent-child  relstionship
that assumes important are those relating to the degree  to
whickh the child is sccepted and made to feesl secure in his
family relationships. This affectional relationship with
two parents  ocoupy guite different places in the  home
situation which are determined by various factors, Evern
thouah  there iz & definite tendency for  msobthers  fto be
preferred, irrespective of generation as chserved in the
present stady. T further revesls that to “some estent’ the
degres  of attachment bto father appessers to e  dAnoreasing

ragualily. Similarly childrern’ s atitaochment to bhoth  parents

el
i

o

leo  appesrs to be increasing psrticularly in the present

geErer st Lor . Frooether analysis R S Twity that children’ =
attachment e other  members of bthe Family {grand-

parents Mmuantie dncles eto. ), spart from parents whioch was of
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much  significance in the ssrlier generations appears to be
declining in bthe present generations.

Thus it may be inferred that thouob it dis true  that
preference Tor mothers resalts from her fairly  constant
presence in bthe home and the mador role she plavs in mesting
the needs of the child., But as the child reaches the age of
adclescernce  and  passes the stege of  cohildbood depsndency
they  may be expected to sese things differently. des do not
ke 2 father besps away from their chiidren o bhe borden
of  providing lesves him ono btime for seeking his  cohildren’s
compary . Bot nevertheless the gap s there. Another  trend
that  appesrs to have swfaced and  gradually making its
presernce felt sesems bo be s change away and shiftt from
materialistic attachment and control {avthoritarianism),
toassros & more companiomable, co-operative Tamiliss  where
ot parents are affectionate and murturant.

Too wunderstand how this  transformation is tabking
place among the Hhasiowe have edamined bow the fathers spend
their time with the ohildren. It is wvery clesrly seen  that
i sarlier generations whenever father used to  spend  tims

they  used to spemd time with their cohildrern  in connection

with wvaricus activities mostly outside the house. Hut in
the  recent time it is seen that the fathers sperd st leasst

some bime with their children at homes and take intersst in

thedr day to dey studies sand obther sactivities. S it shows
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that ogradouslly the father s gaining more dmportance  in
children’s Tife particularly the adolescents, by
participating with the ohildrern and tabking interest in their
daily sctivities. This is & very mnotable departure that  is
noticed i the Khasi 1ide in the present generation and it
indicates how parent-child relationship is btransfTorming from
cryer generation to the neast.

I the present stody it ds consistently found  that
the cohildren, irresgective of gensration keep more contact
with their relatives on the smobther’'s  side by freguently
visiting their places. These trend ls still persisting very
much though, & neoligible perecentage of the present  day
children are also btryving to kesp regular contact  with  the
relations  on the father s side. Howesver, 1t iz difficult
foor us to accept it as a change in the Khasi way of  living.
Orily & future study carn confirm this finding and perbaps ocan
aluse  Ffind out the reassons for such tramsforsations 1fF 0 it

reasd ly tabes ap din fubuare.

Unfortunastely, no similasr study has so far been made

in  which it shows change of  children’s relation wibth

reelatives o the mother ' s side s well as  those o the
father's side. However, it may be made olear here  that

thoagh, as mentionsd earlier, 1t cannot be tabken for granted
that such change is taking place in Khasi sociebty, yet 1t

may be suggested that F it really happens it most be dus to



the influences of patrilines] sccieties {(which are mostly
around} aon the matrilinesl Khasil society.

The last dimernsicr on which the scoislizatiorn  of
children  has  besn studied is based on the ohild  training
methods of toilet training, bresst feeding sand supplementary
Food given to infants. Howesver, while studvying this  aspect
oxf spociaslization we  have concentrated meindy on + e
respondents as such {(l.e. as a mother onlivl.

The s=study o bresst feeding infants  reveal  that
though the duraticon of breast feeding infants has decreassed
iy the present generasticor, the traditiornsl habdt of  bresst
fesding is very much prevalent in the Fhasi scciety. SBo no
vemarkabde ohange in respect of this babit  is nodticesble.
it has besn observed that even the present day, Fhasli  women
fave not developed any apathy sgsinst  traditionsl breast
feeding habkit. So from this podnt of view one can safely
say bhat the Fhasioo women,  even  today  are  wvery mae by
particular  about their infants and show no sign to do away
with the traditional practice. They still tske all possible
care about their welfare of their infanhts.

I this commection one may recall Popalation Report
{1781y in reast feeding, fertility and Family planning,
reported  thst  in the last four decsdes, the practice of
breast feeding seems to be declining  in many developing

countriss throughout the weoold evern though in sost of  them
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#H1most #1131 women bresst fesd theilr cohild initially.
Howewver, the Population Fepoet (1981 on brveast  fesding
Further reports that in the recent pesst, & reversal of trend
s wisible in the developsd part of  the worid. o
instancs, iy bhe Undted States, Sweedesn sand Sostralia,  the
prachtice of breasst fesding ie becoming more prevalent after
several decsdes of decline sspecially among sducated  women,
although length of breast feeding remains short,

Iy the present stady we hsve very csrefully looked
irbo hess bodlet training is given to ohildren {detsils about
teilet-training given in Chapter-Y)l.  What smerges from this
study  ds bthat  the Khasi mothers  evern  btoday  sre very
comscious lTike thelr counterparts in the esrly  generations
to give proper toilledt training to their children, and they
start 1t whern the ohild is sbeoot I8 months old. So it is
seEsn bhere  ls no difference among the mobthers of  various

» el
generatiorns A QAVAITIG pOper toil:training T their
children.

I this  cormmectiorn, one mesy podnt o owt what Foy
Burman (1%41) has obssrved among the Maromung belonging  to
crser A0 Mags villasge.  He has ssdd thst in that  populastion

ex
tmikftraining starts when the child is sabove bthe age of  one
urslike  the populsticon of Chitlat island in Arabilan sea  in
which the mother starts givicng tollet-training to their

infant when afiter six months.



I the pre study we have tried to find out the
attitudinal changes and continuity of the parents over bhe

e ations i bhe sccislization of ohidldren  sndd obd lo-

Fearing prachtic

amorig bhe Khasi wrban deelling peopls.
The parameters considered were parentsl interest in

the education of their cohildren and adolescen

parental

dismoipd ine and  control,  sociability tinteraction an

recrestiont, brs fesding, weaning and  toilst  training.

The  resporns e @s can e aibed were

oy bhese Fraim e e

varied. Hut

voand large it becomess very clear  that the

LR SY:

sdcal odi lemms -~ R

soiety ds on bhe thro

concerning  bto o rebtain the traditional structure of the

£

o orverr hamul oib. This o

o

Jemms is mob ondly refl

betwsen the responses of different persons {(in terms of

" baat mlso reflec

the odilemms which  undergoss

within Phe same individual s« non-consistent  responses and

v donar . This dilemms is obviowsly co-related on one side

wi b the mnew  aspiration geitbting precedence  over p et

tracgditionsl thrle that such issuss wounld

Pt ois not p
get resolved sasily becsuses on one side is the issue of the
st bwsie dodentity of the commuanity which is hiahbly orocial foor

moxliticsal res

s and o bhe other trving bto gein a  highsre

ramk dn the sodern order of things

an

Honaever , these changess in bturn are saking impeact on
<

the wvarious of the Tife. The o= st les
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aptly  illustrate the general trends and certainly give an
iges of the obsangess that bave  been taking place. Tl
results certainly nesd to be tested snd compered with o the
different segments of the Khasl and obther matrilinesl

populsations,
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