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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCT 1ON

In 1904 and 1705, The Protestant Ethic and the

Rof Cépitalismi was published in the form of two
; in the Archiv fur sozialwissenschaft and
aitik. The first section was published in 1904,
in New York, Weber searched the library of Colqmbia
for materials tao bé added to it. Perhaps the
.§%€ies was for him what England had been for the
] 'generatluns of German leerals - a model of a new
'Tﬁélﬁrotestant seclt there had thei( greatgst sSCope
t%ﬁéi;‘ wake the seculér, civic and voluntary

 had flowered. On his return to Germaﬁy, he

»iﬁé al Heidelherg and finished the second part
1 ) e

gy ,

: Qquestions posedvﬁy him still have a wuniversal
OpENINGg Up new avenues‘fur research. Max Weher
t;Lo Formulatg a lheory gf the movement of
#gﬁg_qn_social issues which look place then.
*ﬂtggmpa§§t§ye sludy of the social outlook and

@){i%ffengnﬁ_rg;igians. fliss s ctlicles, were an

.%E%E,, the genieralization Lthat Western
 3£Yh@ whole . and, in particular, certain
,jt'whiqh'écquired an independent life as g

1t of the Reformation, had been mora favourable for the



growlh of capitalism than the other creeds. HMis object was
to examine the influence of certain religious ideas on the
development of an economic spirit or ethoé.of an  economic
syslem. The major emphasis in Weber's work on: the
Protestant ethic is not Dn(direct religious injunctlions
about different types of economic behavieur but on those
breoader attitudes inherent in the ethos of each which
influence and direct economic. motives and activities.
Weber's work was greatly in?lueﬁted by the predominantly
German intellectual background. qum detailed historical
studies, MWeber went on tou embrace auestiaﬂs of g general
lheoretical nature. His standpoint in his writiﬁgs were

borrowed from many sources. He trfeﬁ Lo take advanltage of
the possibilities offered by both the’.natural and lhe
spiritual sciences! and he thought that the highest lével
of understanding social phenomena could hbe reached when the
understanding is adequate both tausally and at the level of
meaning.

Weber®s doctoral dissertation (1889) deal with
the legal provisions goavering trading enterprise and gave
cspecial alttention 1to the Italian mercantitle cilies {as
Genoa and Pisa). He showed that commercial capitaliem
developed there entailed the formulation of principles  of
i

law regulating the mode in which the distribution of  risk

llaborators in

-
P
[

and profit should be apportioned among Lhe

& husiness enterpricse. Some Lwo vear later, his second work

-

my



rrned with Rome-providing a detailed analysis of

Lion of Roman land-tenure, and connecting this the
1itical change.

.$@“‘writings indicated the bhirth of Weber's
’?E@V%lopment and manifested lthe principal focus
work! the nature of capitalistlic entlerprise,
. characteristics of Western capitalism. He
the complicated nature of vrelationship

~structures and other aspects of social

all forms of crude economic determinism
er also published his studies dealing
iﬁ?*ﬁﬁé modern German economy (i) an
~condition of the peasantry to the east
 0perations of financial capital in
_@§“analysed the character and
the conclusions derived
ﬁiﬂﬁéﬁ his work which lead

in The Protestant Ethic

between the
writers bhefore
nation derived

ntism was an



opinion that the Protestant Reformation was & by-product of
the rise of Capitalism.

Weber rejected this viewpoint and began from the
~apparent  anomaly?! the identificalion and explication of
which constitutes the real originality of the Frotestant
ethic. While vreligion is concerned with the immaterial
aspect there is & relationship between Protestantism and
modern capitalism. This cannot bq fully explained by taking
the former as the resull of the latter but through the
tharacter of Prolestant heliefs aﬁd codes of behaviour it
can slimulate economic activitly. A;\Proteﬁtantism differs
in certain forms from other religiaué forms, so also does

modern capitalism from those prior to it.

Protestantism, founded by Martin Luther, Wa s
originally a religious movement aimed at the religious
restructuring of the world. According Lo the Frotestant
concept of ‘calling ' the only way of living acceptably to
God was not to surpass worldly morality in monastic
aseclicism, butl solely ‘through the fulfilment of the
obligations imposed upon the individual by his position in
the world.

Capitaligm is & syslem of profit-making
enlterprises bound together in market relalions, which  has
developed historically in many places and at varied times.

The rational character and the rational organizaltion of the

-



are the main distinguishing marks of modern
talism and Weber contends that its rise was

the emergence of Protestant ethic, espicially

showed the correlation belween
and the growth of modern capitalism: and the
‘-Qisoﬁ are the "spirit' of modern capitalism
‘ﬁf bF_Protestan;ism « The word ‘spirit®
v of maxims of hum;h conducl. These mamims of
ér‘tpnduct weré s0 far in agreement that
T Lhe‘rise of éﬁe Protestant ethical
Tﬁg‘ﬁﬁ;ﬂssary, .thuggh not, su#ficient
7 rgence of modern capitalism. He statbd
- his research to other non~é§ropean
;thét specific economic conditions
L that at cleact
7 a}3~wthat which belongs to
b -'”motive pOwWer, the

Edeas favourable to
pentn
is af the opinion
3 .

“ﬁévelopment of

ic behaviour

im terms"of

Lhe

lhe



® Khasis of Meghalaya are & matrilineal tribe.
o TS

of propurty“ft traditionally passed from parents
Pl
: The yodn@%st daughter usually gets the lion's
Ed

(] is thééﬁﬂﬁtodxan of the family_ property,
ot e

B er  “parents in  thedir old age, etc.

also’?ﬁvested in the «clans, villages and
bt AR

es&@clally in the urban and some rural
a t?&nd of bilateral inheritance system

Q&Wﬁ4‘

- and’ Females inherit property. The man is

bredd¥earner of the family and the female
&4 i and
;ﬁtﬂﬁ hearth | home. Eut today, witlh

les and females play an  equally

1ndlgen1aus rel1g1on but with the
el s conng

majority of them have been
e -OF 5oy

.whlch compr1qe of numerous
“ V-fad.ﬁ" g ¥

Presbyterians, the
wenfhj Day Adventlists,

’?‘!chi“
- b551des the Romar

The
u
{fhe pastl. The
,ﬁissianaries came

emained here for long



nough to be able to impart education and provide tlraining
o.the People to carry out different types of work besides
:@@griculture. Education has played & major role in creating
u@;new class;of people among the Khasis, the educated class,
:jwﬁo are nol only in salaried Jobs but also engaged in
»;Yarious entrepreneurships. In  such a situation, it ig
. worthwhile to ewxamine Weber's thesis with regard 1o the

jirelationship between religion and economic growth,

‘Survey of Literature

R.H. Tawney (1926) has studied the‘religious thought
f;On social issues during the three centuries from the later
ifmiddle ages 1o the early eighteenth century. It is g
wfhistorical study of r%earing of the relig?on of the

- reformation on social and economic  thought. It is an

”1atc0unt of medieval theories of social ethics, and the

- examination of the impact on traditional doctrines of the

- New forces released by the economic and political changes

- of the age of the Reformation. Continental reformers like

jﬁLuther and Calvin are discussed in this book and it has =«
:;chapter on the Puritant Movement also.

Max  Weber (1930) commenls that it is ihe change of

- Mmoral standards and not the strength of the economic self-—

 interest, which converled a natural frailty into an

~Urnament  of the spiril, and canonized 2%  The economic

~



ich in earlier ages have been denounced as
' creed associated with the name of Calvin is the
it and that Calvinistic theology enhanced the

of capitalism. With a wealth of learning and

favourable conditio@s for the growth of a new

mic civilizatiOﬂ.3He is careful to guard
the criticism th%t he underestimates the
1ipéra}1el develop;gnts in  the Qorld of
.an# industry. % ¥

ff (1968) in his review points out
{ge&‘weher's theory as to the relation

~}6hﬁfﬁaiism, developed and popularised

e infrequently termed the MWeber—

I for the most part by
ﬁﬁsg}ee by the economic
‘ ‘rpreting his essay

fﬁépﬁtalism from
i**materialistic
Weberian thesis
s exlrascientific

wvictim of fpartisan



ion 'depending on the economic orientation  and
s affiliation of the writers in question according

off. .

As & conﬁéious reaction to the Marxian hypotheﬁis,
is essay naturally overstresses the consisltency and
y of ideal factore; a part of the revoll againstl the
zation of man had the increasing dominance of the
¢ factor common to the generalion before him. The
is is on  the crucial importance of religious heliefs

emergence of a morale favourahble to capitalism.

- Another writer,.R. Hooykaas (1968) shows that the

entific production in ddality and guantity of the
}ants (especially the Puritan group) éurpassed that of

,ah Catholic aulhors in the sixteenth and sevenlteenth

'Y Europe. Though there is nothing in the dogmas of

three main divicions of Western christianity against

Bt c research yel the degree of ENcouraging

\iLific research differs among Lthem.

_In his articles, Hooykaas has tried to 2xpound

the religious attitude of so—called © Yascetic
stantism, which wmore or lezs stood wuwunder Calvin's

ence, furthered the development of science. The

al priestood of helievers is perhaps Llhe anly

g



specifically Protestant doctrine that W 6 somelimes

consciously, somelimes unconsciously, used "to back W
: science. Again, the love :for experimental science and the
technological interesl of the Reformed were closely

-

E interwoven with their ethical evaluation of the manual

labour.

K Thus, according to him, Calvinism or puritanism
or ascetic protestaniesm generally promoted the. type of
[ Lhinking that help in arousing a sustained interest in

science.

Charles and Katherine George (19468) ﬁas

Y

surveyed the compéfibility between an important segmeht of

Protestant opinion and the practices and ideas of nascent

| 1B
X

Capitalism. The goderral  rn question consists of the

Fitings and preachments produced by English Protestants in
® seven decades between 1570 and 1640. Within these
mporal limitations the literature has been intensively
alysed and has hesen constantly considered in The
iffering Ferspectives of Roman Catholic thought and the

achings of the other Prolestant schools. They pointed out

U there is no area in Christianity to which one can Lturn

ere  the two conceptual elements — hoth the reiection  of

ldly goods and the accepltance and defence of them - are

Present in  some combination of relative rank  and

fiasisy and that despite their evident oppeosition,



pole of the antithesis is ever completely

solution to tlhis ideological tension in
tianity to the Roman Catholic Khas been the
truction of a double standard of moralily by means of
' the two emphases are separated to a large extent and
ed in a heirarchical relationship to each other. One
ﬁis become part of the way oleife of the saint -~ the
tly cleric typically — who iszuindubitably heaven -
und.  While the other becomes part‘df the way of life of
“1aTdinary Christian who, if he does eventually{ reach
N, will probally do so only after a quther'ﬁériod of
‘ atorial trial and training. The triple monastic vaé of
s rty, obedience and chastilty by the upper level of
.“ Catholic morality signal?zed»the wholesale turning

worldy wealth and power thch is felt to he essential

‘the truly dedicated soul.

The standarde of Lhe lower level of Roman Catholic

Ality hecome such that the principal bucinecs of whose
Be Lo protect the healtlh, suport the batlles, and
1te the economic and secial advancement of its

rents. There wae active, positive spiritual hallowing

I worldly success hesides moral allowance. This second

of morality, in practice, amounted to Lhe

-



ility of the way of the worldly - in terms of the
;ﬁ;"i"n of worldliness at the lime; though not in any
Jdeal, as & Christian way of life thraéx;;.m the
wledgement of the dnstitutional sUpremacy and
al leadership of the visible church. There are
cal reasons though no logical reason as to why Roman
iapism could not have provided & defence for the
and pracltices ‘of & capitalistic and bourgeois

as il did in facl provide for the ideology and

of a feudal and aristocratic one. This double

ard was so profoundly rooted in tneir doctrine that
ife in this world, whatever its nature or function was
"to be viewed as of second quality in’ comparison  to

.

life church and cloister.

olestantism in all its forms initially and
téntly demolished this barrier between the lwo levels
,fality.kThe conslant contention is thal there is cnly
'wéy o g0 to God and this must lead directly from earth
' aven . They endeavour to sclve the tencion between
tain spirituality and materialiem by cutlting off hoth
¥lremes of the double solution charateristic of Roman
licism and proceed to occcupy & single posilion and
is  both a malerializing of ihe epiritual  and  the
Ltualizing of the material . Iv an effari to acthieve
utmost spiritual fulfilment , the ordinary domiciles

1 5 N Wy N “
usual occupations of the worldg are hesing

-

underialien by



them. The world is looked upon in terms of itls temporal

blessings as essentially good and apl for the service of

the most christian man, provided that he uses right.

In English Protestantism , the world as evil and
the world as good depends in the long run upon the manner
of man's life in the world, and the saint lives his entire
life finally and entirely in its midst. Their acceplance of
life and of all other worldly conditions as a feasible
setting for the most slrenuous spirifual life, and povertly
viewed as an evil to be gquestioned or ;yen as a problem to
be solved rather than cherishing it as an accepted social
COﬂdition; a co&mendation for some status of economic
moderation in between wealth and poverty as dangerous
extremes 3 the doctrine of the calling, which is of two
kinds — a General Calling which ie God's call to the faith
and the Particular Calling which G0d enabled and directed
on to some special course and condition of life, to employ
gneself and exercise the gifts He bestowed which is
different in variely according to the qualily of particular
Fersons, emphasizing the positive, creative and enjoyvable
aspecte of labour instead of the penal guality of labour
especially manual labour agd relaxalion, rest and
recreation are thoughtl essential of Christian's regimen of
to their moral

life. The equalily of callings in regard

1y

aspect  and spiritual aspect lend credence to Weberte

13



- emphasis on the importance of this doctlrine.

This doctrine among the; English Protestants of
n?oresaid seven decades has litlle 1tlo Justify the
application of the label 'capitalistic', to it, but it does
not deny or diminish the extent of lhe break which this
octrine represenls from the social tlheory of medieval
Catholicism. In it is found the ideological
‘%ershed between the ancient medieval and modern mind and

ing it particularly to capitalism which is merely one
t of modernity, is to limilt and weaken rather than to

Lhen its real potentiality. Charles and Katherine
orge concluded by}linkiﬁg this doctrine to capitalistic
ation in the face of cerkéin social pressures and in
- of certain groups, hul with the English Protestant
ncement in the late siuteenth and early seventeenth
ﬁiés, its scope is much greater and its feach is
ly much more profound - as a viewpoinl whose primary
" is not business activity but productive toil, it is
- much a bourgeocis as an antifeudal, not so much &
talistic as an industrial ethic.
AR
?_i’Sidney A. Burrell {(1768) tovched on the
*Wﬁographical development of the ideas that Calvinism
Ccapitalism are linked and endemic characleristics of

Fising middle class. Secondly he concidered Lhe role of

14



the seventeenth century Scotland which was & kind of

archelypical Calvinist sociely in this controversy,

Max Weber. BEurrel) emphasized, was a critic
and not a supporter of Marx's or Sombart's view by rejecting
the idea that religious iddeas were only ideological
manifestations of particular social conditions. Ideas for
Weber were, at least in part, antonomous entities with a
power to affect social changes, and he proved it by citing
what seemed to him clear historical evidence that

capitalism was a result, rather than a cause of the

Reformation. Hc believed that Calvinist lheology, in
‘particular, contained certain elements which were
peculiarly ctonducive to rationalized, individualistig
economic activity undertaken for profit: not simply for

the purpose of enjoying the fruits thereof but rather as
a duly, as part, indeed, of a new sence of - ethical
obligation. Burrell gives a  hrief description of the
Scottish Covenanting rehellion (1637,1638) and infers  that
firstly, there was a sociely which, though formally and
exlensively Calvinist, did not conform in its economic and
social manifestations to the tommonly accepled view of such
4 sociely. Scotland was not a counlry with a thriving,
bustling ‘"middle clzss" made up of merchants or cpitalist
squires but  an economic backwaler in contrast with its
wealthier western Eurepean neighbours, Secondly, Scotland

which is far less bighly gavelopaed politically and

-~




ly than Engihnd; was the first to challenge the
‘of Thorough. .

~ Willems ‘(1958) studied the  forms  of
‘ﬁhét- can be traced back te to proselytic
Brazil and Chiie and showed how proselylism
ﬁﬁﬁt missionaries bought culture contact by

rmative behaviour pattern and ideologies hy

us community whi@h would be able to embody
i furnish structural support to put them into
pid expansion accompanies, in time and

\

"traﬁformations,\x and, the | largest
iﬁéotestants are found in the regiéns which
rate of culture change and the smallest
ional bound areas. Conversion is seen as
sonal pfoblems 7 which‘ are in  turn
?@oéial order in transition. Conversion
rih and tﬁe4 development of industrial
enues of social mohility and educaltion
in  economis behaviour . political
tcture and increased social mobility.
Bicenon -Provestants, the Frotestantse
ion of béing reliable, conscientious
striousness, pride and thrift were

vely to euxplain improved economic

(1968) esamines the pros and cons  of



"finn thesis and to him the trouble begins with the

logy. What the problem is actually about is subject,
gides of the equation ; to misunderstanding and

sion. Thé/exclusive power of Weber's thesis derived
L@he corrélation of ltwo concepls , Protestanlism and
ism. Weber spoke not of Capitalism but of the
of Capitalism, Jjust as he wrole not about
tantism as a theological doctrine butl about the
ﬁtgnt ‘ethic'. This was & warning that has been
@ﬁly ignored « His great and questioning mind was
- particularly interested in the fact: of history nor

in social and economic systems but rather in the

‘“*ﬁgon of the ulbimate impulses behind man®s attitudes

-

haviour.
word ‘*Capitalism®™ or ;spirit- of Capitalism’
€5 no less than the entire inner structure governing
ern society’s attitudes — not only its economy but aléo
ig§£ga1.system, political structure, institutionalized
e and technology, itls malhematically hased music and
ecture. The rationality charaterized by ils economic
of operation » work discipline and accountancy
& permeale =211 fields of social behaviour ¥ the
sation of labour and marnagement  as welé &e  Lhe
fve sciences , law and order, philosophy and the arts,

,ﬁtate and politics, and 1he dominant Torms of privale

- and  lamed every form of resictiance o

e

fer

[43]

a4 by pre—



human nature, magic nndr t;radition , instinct and
y. The Reformation substitutes these with the
s the authentic truth and the motives behind l—:u-man
~ are generated, into the very heartl of religious
'dTo Lithy , this is what the ReF;rmation means for
) and this is the knot with which he linked economic
religious doctrine. It is the liberation of man
tual submission and fear of man that the true and
vfnhection between Calvinism and modern industrial
| ies. 1L is the same connecltion that links rational
religiosity with positive science, and the
community with modern democracy, and that all

ut by-products. _

&hael Walzer (1968) showed how Weber thought that

Do)
i

had‘sponsored a significant rationalization in
especially in work : its has trained men to  work
tained , systematic fashion, to pay atltention 1to
to watch the tlock. Thus, the Calvinist ethic, in

ise, is related to that long~term process which

Sy but doee mnol  end, in & rational—-legal

ratic) sociely. In addition to this, he argued Lthat
M%ﬁ“ had produced an exlracrdinary and apparently
. impulse toward acquisition, which is more
» connected with the rise of capitalist economy. The
induced by the theory of predestinalion is the
f both impuleses, toward raticnaliralion and endleze

18



:dif?érant from one another, and it is

 the first without thé second.

Ski (1?68) agreed that Weber's works
»L%m% problem of tlhe conditions which
ﬁ&mitaiisim. He pointed out that the
roach liés o i s conceived brilliant

‘this problem by concentrating on

A

- as tﬂbse supplied by other
that thg Protestants occupy
SINess ‘}n dispropofiionate
otestants and Catholicé live
- minority Protestants

' predominantly Protestant

ven though it has &

the fetters
~ Predominance
$lor their
Catholics
explanalion
and, the Cas e

wWeEre & minority

-




relegated to a politically subordinate position Cbut with

ample opportunities for business activities. Nevertheless,
they furnished far fewer successful businessmen than either
the Protestanls or the Jews. The data thus unambiguosly
suggestl that Protestantism is more conducive 1o business
activity that Catholicism, even if we allow for the
influence of other factors. This can be adduced from the
argument from covariation. Again by using as the units of
tomparison states, .instead of sections of populations
located in the boundaries of one state he pointeq oul tUThat
capitalism developed furtheslt and fastest in prodominantly
Protestant countries. Todéy, the economies of the English-—
Spéaking countries,dominalted by Protestants, continue to
represent the furthest stage in the evolution of
capitalﬁsm. This thesis applies in full only 1o the
situation where accumulation by privatlte individuals
tonstitutes the driving force of economic development. Once
the giant concerns and thrusts enter upon the scene and the
‘plowing back?® of their undistributed profits
becomes (joinlly with the financing by the stale) the chief
form of investment, worldly ascetlicism loses itls imporiance
because most of the saving becomes then in & sense “forced"
Another way in  which Frotestantism may have

stimulated the growlh of capitalis m indirectly was by
fostering the «civic virtuee required for the smooth

functioning of the state. Il must ke noted, on the olher



all the so-called underdeveloped counlries are
. for the lack of public spiril which makes
fficult to eliminate. Andreski accepted- Weber's
 valid in that Weber regarded Protestantism as &
1dch fostered thg d@velopméﬁt of capitalism, and
cause thereof.

d Little (19468) considered the question whelher,
sixly years, Max Weber has been dispensed with
there ' :

r| are suggecstions-in his method thal can be of
for the study of religian and society. He found
ber made an abiding contrithion noel only wo  lhe
study of society bul to The dinvesiigation of
- phenomena 25 well. The key tbﬂcept of order
‘%ﬁ Weber provides & useful bridge Fé; relaling
s-moral llanggage to issues or social organization.
; helped to underscore the significance OF_Neber and
ienl and revise his work in an appropriale way.
N.Eisenstadt (1968) has gathered together the
of socieologists, political scienticsle and
ologists. This is about Mar Weber®s provocalive
1”abaut the role of Frotestanl valuess in the
af ﬁodern capitalism; It showed & conlinuing

of Weber to the understanding of modernization

by (i) reexamining Weber's Protestant sthic in  the
. . « ' . y
o b f contemporary scociclogical  analyvsis  and (ii)

3 1t to contemporary non—-Western as well as Weslern

-
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ﬂﬁ Thélréssays\ collected in this volume can be
intq the three parts. Firstly, there are essays
with the exposition of Weber's thesis within the
Bof his general sociological analyses. Secondly,
ays deal with/the various specific aspectls of his
e conlext of Europe and America, and Thirdly, they
 allempts to test the agplicability of the thesis
8 derivatives, or which apply a similar approach,
ropean setlings. ’

- Charles P. Loomis and Zona K. Loomis (1969)

the socio-economic changes in India and sought

i&@»the following guestions:-—

e

j) Under what conditions can India ﬁnpe to become

trial nation?. ot

ii) Does such a process require a radical hreak with

n? and

.

iid) fire there some'aépects of Indian tradition
3 favourable to industrial development?

QThe essay presented the exchange of ideas on the
religion in helping or hinderin§ change based upon
”‘gr's ldea concerning India and Ascetic Protestantiem
~outline. The divisions dealt with certain aspecls
llure, such as the cognitive (knowledge), ~the.
ive (feeling) and the evaluative, along with the
ral  concepts of éociety such as caste, power, etc.

processes as communication, socialization, 2R A as

SR
[5%]
HEY

in



‘time, space and size of organizalion were also

it is necessary to recall the firsl seminar

by the National Institute of Community

ology in relation to Indian Materialism'. The

of this seminar was 1lo encourage discussion,

of ideas, analysis, criticism and development of

anding of social and economic development and

;?ﬁﬁthony Giddens (1971) analysed lhe works of Marx,
and Weber. Important aspecls of lheir ideas are
and interpretations of their writings are given.
aim of the writer is to dispel some of the
ties and misunderstandings about their thoughts. His
‘.Ais to set a precise, yel comprehensive analysis of the
gical ideas of these writers; and to examine the
ints of divergence hetween Marx's viewpoints and of
ther two &authors. The study is directed at
angling séme af the comples intellectual
onehips among the three authors.

~ Literature on Christianity a&nd ite influence on  the
‘sociepy are also available bHul no research has  bheen

to correlate religion and economic development AMOn g

.....



Nalini Nataraian (1977) has  writlen about ihe
é;oming of Christianity in Meghalaya and the conlributions of
; 9

rks of the Christian miseiionaripe for Lhe uplifiment of

e Khasi people. Pre-—missionary HKhasi sociely, Khasi

icture of contemporary Khasi society are studied. She says
'&hat the miscionaries works have & lasling impaclt  on the
Khasi individual, o the Khasi sociely, and they Frav e
ie;ted Lhe Hhies i cultural dynamicse and strucral
_eération. The prime faclor which induced and fosltered
and mommonth  changes was  the work of the
gies for nearly a cenlury ar more. The Khasi “RNiam”

i

loosening its hold and a new advaﬁce culture with
;Qf Lhe old an&(new has evdlved. The impact of the
‘ \ries on educalion, literature, law; politics,,
-}ife and economic developmenl has been hroughl outl
The authoress is of the opinion that the training
;lncal people in Lhe organizational work of the

L and the inculcation of the Christian doctrines of

ity,austerity and simplicily have conltributed to

:'GQrdon Marshall (1?80)‘ it perhaps the firsl to
an  investigation of ihe relationship 'betéeeﬂ
and Lhe economic elhos of modern capilalism  in
It i¢ an inve&iigatiun of lhe Scottish pastoral

ical material am the one hand  and The Scotlish



business records for & peraod extending from the
Reformatlion (15460) to the Act of the Union (1707) on  the
.
other. The problem of relationship belween Calvinism  and
economic elhos of modern capitalism 1s invesligaled inooa
sustained and rigoroue way in Scolland, which i¢ one of the
few cases meeling the siringent regquirements of a tesl of
Weber's FProtectant ethic and the Spiril of lhe capilalisn.
On  provisional examination, Gordon Marshal concluded thatl
Lhe test—cace of Scotland vindicatled Weber'e argument.
Amena Nora Passah's M.Phil. Thesis (1984) 18 mainly
conceytrated on the locale and poeple, the arriveal and
estabhlishment of the Welsh FPreshyvierian Mission, 1ts
expansion éﬁd organizatioﬁ; and the contribution: female
. Y
education, theological educaltion, language and literature.
lranslation of the Bible and me&ical aide.
Jod L Raoy Burman (19588) analyses 1The role of
Christianity i reinforcing Their ethnrnic identitly,

particularly, so  al the Lime when The region was hbeing

politically and economically incorporatled into

m
ot
3
2

1 r‘|
m

political-sconomic enlily of & nalion—siale. Christianity

is seen al ithe negaltive side by the autlhor.

ot
-

hias, 1T

Eact, acled as bridaoe beiween tribal non—differentiated

=

system and & complex administraliv

i ¢ mechanisms of  the
nation—-stale.
Objective
The obiective of ihis sludy is 1o reewamine Weber's

o

i



‘h@sig on the Protegtant Fthic and the Spiritl of Capitalism

&H the Khasi sociely.

dajaw  Laeitdon, an urban ]9tality in Shillong, was
selected as lLhe universe. I1 dis & large localily having
mixed Christian denominational resident prrsuing varied
economic pursuils. Bince I would examine the role of ihe
Frotestant ‘ethic in the economic developmenl of the Khased
society, this place was sxpected Lo be suilable as it
predoﬁjnatly represenlts  The Khasi community.

The total number of the households within it was

ascerlained from the locael headman and

y

syslemalic random

- sample was done. Quesltionnaires wrilten in 1the local
4 Y

language were served. The quectionnaires has  botlh S open-—

- ended and closed-ended nueslions. Dhservalion was also made

~ alongside.

The &accumulated data were then analysed to see if

Lhere existed relationship between Lhe Prolestant ethic and

the Spirit of capitalism in the HKhasi csociely.

Plan of the Study

The firet chapler is  an  introduclory chapter

where Lthe review of literalur

18 @lso presented.
The nexl chapler ic mainly on land and the poeple,

followed by & chapler on ihe history of Christianity in’

Morth-east India with special reference Lo Meagbala

W,
Then, Weker®s  Lhegis is  euxplained.  This i




llowed by another one where primary dala collected from
Khasi sociely are presented to see tLhe applicébjli%y o f

'r's  lheeis in the Khasi society. And the last chapter

the concluding one.

3
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