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The All-India National Congress was established
by the end of the year 1885. The Tripura Congress
Committee was established not before 1939. Is the
commonly accepted date 1939 tenable? Why was the
Congress movement so late in organizing itself in the
Tripura State? To seek answers to these two questions,
we have consulted contemporary political leaflets and
the Tripura Secretariat Archival sources. We have
interviewed old political workers also, to obtain
information relating to the formation and early work
of the Congress movement in Tripura.

I

To answer the first question, the general policy
of the Congress is to be taken into consideration.
British Imperialism divided India into British India
and the Indian States. The old Roman motto, "Divide
et impera" was brought into practice. The States
were; in a sense, comparable with pre—-nineteenth
century German and Italian States, impeding the
political unity of Germany and Italy. The Indian
States were 563 in number and nearly one quarter
of the total Indian population 1ived in "Indian India".
The Native Princes were the strong supporters of
the British rule in India. The alien rule of the
British in India , maintained these feudal units as
essential supports for their "Break-waters policy"
in Indian politics since 1860.

Till the 1930's, the Indian National Congress
maintained a non-interference policy in regard to the
Indian States. Popular direct agitation against the
Indian rulerships was discouraged by the National
Congress in order not to make double enemies.
Gandhiji also had his confidence in the patriotism of
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the pri.nces.2 But in course of time, this non-
interference policy of the National Congress proved
disastrous for people living in the States. The begin-
nings of the popular unrest in Tripura gained sympa-
thy of the National Congress leaders, in the_ 1930's
in the wake of Civil Disobedience Movement. Revolu-
tionary propaganda materials appeared and a few
revolutionary Sanghas, 1like Bhratri Sangha, Matr
Sangha, and Milan Sangha were organized in Tripura.
A letter from the Government of India addressed to
the residents at Hyderabad and Mysore, was sent to
Tripura also, for taking 'miscessary action against
political agitators. The States were requested "to
cooperate in ensuring that special activities of the
Civil Disobedience Movement such as the boycott of
British goods are not allowed to be practised in
their states and their states are got used as a basis
for agitation in British India".” This proves the
existence of popular agitation in Tripura in
support of the National Congress movement.
The question of the support of the Civil Disobedience
Movement in the states became a live issue in the
National Congress deliberations. The intervention in
the states on the part of the National Congress
appeared necessary.

The Congress Policy of intervention in the
Native States was inaugurated in the year 1938. In
that year, at the Haripura Session of the Indian
National Congress, it was resolved that the indepen-
dent organizations should be started for the purpose
of promoting popular movements in the States.” At
the Tripuri Session of the Congress in 1939, All-
India Congress ‘intervention in popular movements in
the States was fav%ured whenever the interests of
India demanded it. The general policy of the
Congress no longer stood in the way of the formation
of a Congress Committee in Tripura, from the year
1939.
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Some local factors also help to explain the delay
in the formation of the Tripura Congress Committee.
The political situation of the state was not very
much favourable for its formation earlier than 1939.
The political consciousness of the Tripura people
grew by the impact of the political movements in the
neighbouring British Districts of Comilla, Chittagong
and Sylhet. The activities of the revolutionaries of
Chittagong Armoury Raid inspired the Tripura youths.
Political consciousness was, at that time, limited
among the middle class youth. A few secret revolus
tionary Sanghas were  organized in  Tripura.
The arrest of some of the young political activists
for their involvement in the revolutionary movement
led - to popular protest. There was unrest and dissa-
tisfaction amogg the Hindus, Muslims and various
tribz! people. This spread of political awareness
contributed towards the formation of the Congress
Committee in the State.

The - leaders of nationalist opinion were not
free from differences and vagillation. From our
talks with the Congress leaders’ of the state, it
appears that, in the 1930's, they could not decide
about the . political ideology to be adopted by them.
Some of the Congress leaders of later days were
inclined, at first, towards Marxism. Sri Sachindralal
Singh, the founder of the Bhratri Sangha and the
Congress Committee in Tripurd had kept contact with
M.N. Roy, the Radical Congress leader. He
went to Bejure, Sylhet, in a peasant cqpference in
1930's and hoisted a red flag there. But the
materialistic philosophy of Marxism did not find
favour with a section of the Tripura revolutionaries.
The Marxist denial of existence of God was not
acceptable to many of them as they were born and
brought up in the traditional Indian cultural back-
ground. The nationalists in Tripura were freed from
their ideological vacillation, and began to think in
terms of the ideology of All-India National Congress,
during the late 1930's.
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With this background, the Congress—-minded
people of the state formed the Tripura Rajya Ganapa-
rishad. 1Its ideas and objects were similar to
those of the Indian National Congress. The Ganapari-
shad was affiliated to the All India State People's
Conference, the Ganaparishad got its affiliation to the
All-India body. It was not unlikely that the Tripura
Rajya Ganaparishad began to work unofficially fo year
before this date, as some writers have noted. The
office of this organisation was situated at Agartala
town on the northern side of Mogra Road. The names
of Sachindralal Singh, Sukhamay Sengupta, Khirode
Sen, Tarit Mohan Dasgupta, Ashu Mukherjee, Nilu
Mukherjee, Hariganga Basak, and others were associa-
ted with the foundation of this Ganaparishad. In
September, 1939, Umeshlal Singh became the President
of this of this organization. Its 1ea.def3 Sachindralal
Singh had been arrested in April 1939.

Various opinions have been noted regarding the
exact date of the formation of the QQngress Commit-
tee in Tripura. Sri Suprakasa Roy, mentions that
the Tripura State Congress Committee was established
in the ©beginning of thf5 year 1937. According to
Sri Tarit Mohan Dasgupta, it was formed in 1939-40,
when Subhash Chapdra Bose left the Congress. Sri
Sukhamoy Sengupta expressed a similar view. To
late Tripur Chandra Sen, the Tripura Congress
Committee was established in January 1946. In
this respect, we should keep in mind the All India
National Congress resolution passed at Haripura in
1938, declaring that in the name of the Congress
there could not be in the States any organization, but
Congresslg.ctivities could be performed through orga-
nizations”~ bearing other names. The establishment of
‘the Tripura Rajya Ganaparishad fulfilled that purpose.
A deputation of Congress-minded people from Tripura
saw Mahatma Gandhi, at Malikanda, Dacca, on the
occasion of the sixth conference of the Gandhi Seva
Sangha (20-27 February 1940). They sought
permission of the Congress leaders at Malikanda to
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establish a Congress Commi‘t:’cee19 at Tripura. This
deputation, failed to obtain the necessary permission,
but they were advised by Gandhiji to put up a
relentless vigorous fight against the oppressions on
the people by the State authorities. So it is not
possible to fix the date 1939 or early 1940 as making
the inception of the "official" Congress Committee in
Tripura. Political awareness among the people of the
state was spreading fast, and some sort of 'unofficial'
or informal, Congress Committee could have been
set up in Tripura in this period. Hence, Sri Taritmo-
han Dasgupta's assertion that the Tripura Adhoc
Congress Commitiﬁe was formed during 1939-40,
seems plausible. If Mr. Sachindralal Singh was
the first President of this organisation as Mr. Tarit-
mohan Dasgupta maintains, the formation date is to
be fixed either before 24.4.1939 or after 24.4.1940,
because it is known that Sri Singh was extﬁ'ned from
the Tripura State for this period. There
is a difficulty in accepting the earlier date of
24.4.1939, because the Tripura Rajya Ganaparishad
itself was establiﬁ%ed formally in the later part
of the year 1938. So the latter date 24.4.1940,
seems more probable, in this regard. But the
activities of the unofficial Congress Committee in
Tripura were not much effective, and the Committee
could not draw much attention of the people in
this period.

Sri Banikanta Bhattacharjee, from his discussion
with the rank and file of the Congress Committee in
Tripura, came to the conclusion that there was no
Congress Organisation in 1939. But the Tripura
Government, in conformity with its treaty obligations,
implemented in Tripura the Government of India's
orders in August 1942, banning Congress organisations,
meetings and processions by Congressmen. The order
of 1942 banning Congress movement and organisations
in Tripura, according to Bhattacharjee, was an indi-
cation of the existence some sort of Congress
movement in the Tripura. There is no denying the
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fact that the All India National Congress did not
allow direct affiliation to states' organization before
1946, though such organizations adopted the ideals
of the National Congress. One should consider, in
this respect, the available records and letters that
were exchanged between late Umeshlal Singh,
Secretary, the Tripura State Congress Committee
and the State Government from January 2,.,,1946,
to January 21, 1946. From the six letters”” that
were exchanged, it appears that a "Congress Commit-
tee" was there, though in name only.

1I

We may now notice the organization of popul
movements in Tripura. A petition of twenty points
demanding socio-economic—-political reforms was sub-
mitted to the King of Tripura on 26th September 1939,
by the local Congress Committee President, Umeshlal
Singh. The important demands included the introduc-
tion of responsible government, compulsory primary
education, thengolition of Taitung, Ghar Chukti, and
Ghasuri taxes.

The Committee organized the anti-eviction move-
ment in Ramnagar. Pursuant to the above demands,
the Ganaparishad took up the cause of the peasants
of Ramnagar. In 1938-39, the Maharaja, Bir Biknam
Kishore Manikya, issued an eviction order upon five
hundred Muslim peasants of Ramnagar in Agartala. It
was said that the Maharaja needed their land for the
expansion of his capital. To overcome the strong
resistance of the peasants the ruler arranged for
a few meetings with the help of the police, Chauki-
dar, Dafadars and other State functionaries. The
Ganaparishad interfered in favour of the Ramnagar
peasants and raised the slogan, "land for the tillers,
and asserted that no peasant could be evicted from
their dwellings at the caprices of the Maharaja'".
Because of this movement, the Maharaja at last
yielded and granted compensation at the rate
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of Rs. 90/~ Pg% Kani of land to peasants who agreed
to be evicted.

The Harijan Movement in Tripura was promoted
by the Ganaparishad. It was the life's mission of
Mahatma Gandhi to ameliorate the socio—economic
conditions of the Harijans of India. During the Second
World War period the economic conditions of the
Harijans in Tripura became worse than ever. The
Pprices ng rice shot up as high as Rupees fifty per
maund . A Harijan organization, which was started
in 1938-39, under the leadership of Sri Sukhamay
Sengupta, gave a strike call against the Agartala
Municipality, in 1941. There was a strike for three
days, for the ventilation of the following popular
demands: war time economic relief, wage increase,
leave with full pay to female workers during and
after child bearing, permanency in service. The
authori‘tieszgacceded to the demands, after three days
of strike.

In the Labour movement, the Ganaparishad mem-
bers took active part along with the Tripura Motor
Workers' Association, when the motor workers became
unemployed as a result of the monopoly granted to
Durjay Kishore Deb Barma, the brother of Maharaja,
in motor service over the Agartala-Akhaura
Road, for fifteen years. The members of the Associa-
tion were mostly the owners-cum-drivers of their
vehicles numbering 40 to 50. This grant of monopoly
business to the Maharaja's brother raised socio-
economic tension at the capital. Through meetings and
newspapers the Ganaparishad members and other
people protested aginst the injustice meted out
to the motor workers, and public sympathy was
aroused in their favour. But official repression
was intensified, and the, motor workers had to
withdraw their demands.” This was a notable expe-
rience for the Ganaparishad in organizing labour
movement.
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A movement for the abolition of Ghasuri Kar was
promoted by the Ganaparishad. The peasants of
Maharaja's Chakla Rashnabad Zamindary had to pay
eight annas for cutting grass and grazing cattle in
the border areas as grazing tax. The conditions g{
the peasants in this area were not enviable.
This Zamindary was already a centre of zpeasant radi-
calism because of various Kisan Samitis. In 1942-44,
the hostilities of the Second World War came very
close to the borders of the State. Heavy floods and
loss of crops, added to the plight3gf the people in
the State and in the Zamindary. The externed
leaders of the Ganaparishad organized the Rashnabad
peasants to approach the Maharaja to abolish the
feudal 'ghasuri' or grazing tax. In the early part
of 1941, four thousand peasants under the leadership
of Dr. Abdul Rehman of Sonamura, Rudranath Bhatta-
charjee of Dharmanagar, and Abdul Sobhar of Chauda-
gram, Comilla, hered before the Maharaja's
palace at Agartala. This peaceful representation of
peasants, however, failed to achieve any positive
gains. Yet, it had its bearing upon the later popular
movements in Tripura.

IIX

In a summing up, we may notice the following
points. For ventilating the socio-economic and politi-
cal grievances of the people of the state, the Gana-
parishad in Tripura was formed as a branch of the
All India State People's Conference during the later
part of the year 1938. The Congress ﬁommittee was
organized, informally, during 1939-40. But it was
not able to function as a separate entity in public.
Thus the name of the Ganaparishad, and not of the
Congress Committe, came to the notice of the Tripura
public again and again, in this period. The members
of both the above mentioned organisations were, at
that time, the Congress-minded people. Parishad
organized 'a few popular movements. But their
successful conclusion was not possible, due to the
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Gandhian techniques of controlled mass struggle which
were adopted by the leaders. They failed to concen-
trate the fight of the workers, the peasants and
even of the most backward sections like hill people
for resistance to oppression and attack on the bul-
warks of autocracy and rampant feudal exploitation.
On the other hand, the Tripura Janamangal Samity
and the Jana Siksha Samity de their appearance in
1938 and 1945 respectively. These rival organiza-
tions which fulfilled the aspirations of the Commu-
nists became very popular among the masses including
the tribes through numerous, o public meetings and
distribution of party leaflets. They influenced the
people to raise a war time slogan 'not a pie, not a
man'. the policy of army recruitment from the Reang
Community during the Second World War became an
important cause of the Reang unrest of 1940-
42. The groping towaﬁas new political ideologies was
noticeable after 1946.  The Maharaja reacted sharply
to these new developments in Tripura. As an ally
of imperialism, he made the arrest or the internment
of the political activists of both the old and new
ideologies the order of the day. After lifting
the lﬁn on political parties in Tripura in December
1945, " ‘and freed of some troubles with the success-
ful conclusion,,of the Second World War and the
Reang unrest, the king liberalised his policy
towards the political parties except the Communist
Party. The Communist Party launched the Praja
Mandal Movement under43the banner of Tripura State
subjects' Association. The mass movement in
Tripura under the Communists gave new dimeénsions to
political movements in the State.
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