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“ Optimism is the faith that leads
to achievement. Nothing can he done

viithout hope Lind confidence.

— Helen Keller
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Politics sans ideology
POU I1ICS is no more what il used to be here.
Ideology has taken a back seat and personal
gains are upper-most in ihe minds of leaders

across the spectrum As politicians-jump ship,
find sanctuary in ri\ al camps and win positions,

the people - the central core of democracy —are

fooled to their bones. Ruefully, such turncoats

get elected again and keep serving their own
causes. This is win there are those who say
Indians vote with their feet.

CPI s national executive member and the
Communists' poster-boy Kanhaiya Kumar has
joined the Congress; Captain Amarinder Singh
who lost the CM's post is reportedly negotiating
with the Byp to let down the Congress party that
gave him power and positions for many years.
Navjot Singh Sidhu is reportedly seeking to
ditch the Congress and join the AAP ifa CM’s
post is assured to him. Communists in West
Bengal joined hands with the Congress that they
fought against for decades, so as to upset the BJP
applecart in the last assembly polls. Leaders left
Trinamool Congress tojoin the BJP and returned
to Mamata Banerjee with the same ease, for a
re-entry' into TMC if only to share the spoils of
power in the state. Top Congress leaders were
welcomed into the CPI-M in Kerala in similar
circumstances. Mamata Banerjee is seeking
out disgruntled Congress leaders to set up her
party’s units in Goa and the North-East to gain
a wider national party status for TMC and win
the PM's post. BJP is happy getting anyone to
its side. Ideology, thus, is the casualty while
pragmatism and personal benefits rule the roost.
Regional satraps are engagingly promoting fam-
ily rule; and this is the case even in a politically
enlightened state like West Bengal. Corruption
and loot of public money are the bane of all re-
gional political entities. Bureaucrats taking a cue
from politicians, are having a whale of a time.

This shameful scenario raises question marks
on the sustainability of democracy as a politi-
cal system. Trust in politicians is eroding fast.
Yet, India is a nation where 37 per cent of the
globe’s total illiterate adults exist and exercise
their franchise. While most people are leading a
hand-to-mouth existence, just 10 per cent ofthe
people appropriate 75 per cent of the national
wealth, hold a matching clout in public life and
are the real movers and shakers. There is no
serious attempt at top levels of governance to
change the scenario for the better; short-cuts
are rather the norm for them to grab or retain

power.
I Letters to the Editor

Breakdown
of pipelines at
Umkhen

Editor,

Whenever there is aheavy
downpour, rate payers are
told that there is breakdown
of pipelines at the source
at Umkhen which supply
water to Laitumkhrah areas.
On September 28 and 29
though there was some rain
but not to the point of caus-
ing breakdown of pipelines
coming from Ufakhen. But
on the above two days no
water was released, leaving
us high and dry. We request
the concerned Departments
to ensure that the rate-payers
are not deprived ofone of the
most essential commodities
to sustain life .which is wa-
ter. Over and above that let
me also inform the authori-
ties that earlier we used to
get water for 30-40 mms ixi
now the time has reduced to
just 20 mins, sometimes v. itb
interruptions in between.
This is not done and tne
MLA concerned has to
dress this single most cr;t;exnl
issue as far as tamilies c.e
conccrned.

Yours etc..
Hlisha S\ iemiong
\ ia email

Jio the boss

Editor.
M\ wife had taken a

Jio Fibre connection (364
356**45) a few months
back. It was horrible and it
broke down. After repeated
requests to Jio via Twit-
ter/ phone etc., Jio has not
repaired the fault. Their
helpline is one of the most
atrocious and one would be
lucky to get to talk to an op-
erator. | was twice fortunate
and on one occasion | was
told that my recharge date
had expired hence they can-
not take up a service request.
On calling the Call Center
executive | recharged via
Google-pay for a connec-
tion which was not working
in anticipation that the fault
would be repaired® But lo
and behold the recharge ex-
pired but for an entire month
the Jio-fibre didn’t work.
Imagine life without a work-
mg internet connection at
this age and that too for start-
;;p>. The problem with the
:xpair was that the ‘Process
3 Jio’ didn’t allow them to
, .-pair the connection. They
. ;lied us to relocate. We are
ot shifting anywhere, yet
il,e\ can’t help us if we do
no! go for relocation of the
connection. (In one of the
correspondences they even
asked us to get permission
from some authority to get
:epairs done.) Hence the
Babus of Jio needed docu-
ments again. Now tell me if
I'am wrong.
for their internal pro-
cess, are thev a government
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A Lady Chief Secretary Benami Business:
on Meghalaya’s 49th year

It has taken forty-nine
years for Meghalaya, known
for its matrilineal tradition
to produce a lady Chief Sec-
retary in Ms Rebecca V Su-
chiang. This year or early next
year we are also scheduled to
see a lady Director General
of Police (DGP) - Ms Idash-
isha Nongrang. Much before
these two ladies we had Ms
Jordana Pavel Diengdoh
who started her career with
the Indian Railways Traffic
Service where she served
from 1975 to 1978. Jordana
Diengdoh happens to be the
first woman in India to have
joined this service which is
a male preserve. That’s quite
an achievement but one that
is so little known and cel-
ebrated. Jordanathen gotinto
the Indian Foreign Service in
1979. As a career diplomat
she has served in different
capacities and retired in 2009
as the Consul General of In-
diato the UK at Birmingham.
In all, therefore, we have
just three women from the
Khasi-Jaintia community to
hold these high offices.

In Meghalaya, we have
had just two lady Chief Sec-
retaries. The last one was Ms
PP Trivedi who served as
Chief Secretary from 1983-
85 and is remembered for
enforcing discipline among
the rank and file who were
used to strolling to work
only after 11 am. These were
discussions we would hear
about every incoming Chief
Secretary; of their character
traits and peculiarities. It will
be no different even with Ms
Rebecca Suchiang who has
always remained free from
controversy ofany kind. She
will, of course, have to be
more visible and audible as
she leads the bureaucracy
in the State on a mission to
govern Meghalaya.

At present we have
Isawanda Laloo the Deputy
Commissioner, East Khasi
Hills from the Khasi-Jaintia
community who got into the
IAS in 2013, exactly 24 years
after Rebecca Suchiang. The
question then is - why do so
few Khasi women make it to
the elite services (IAS,IFS)
in a society that is supportive
of women’s education and
social mobility. What could
be the problem that so few
women aspire for a service
that gets them prestige and
respect and also gives them
the opportunity to serve the
public in ways that can em-
power the people and bring
up their living standards?
I guess this is a question
that has several disquieting
answers.

It is natural to expect
women bureaucrats and poli-
ticians to have a better un-
derstanding of the problems
that Meghalaya faces and is

organization that require
documents afresh even after
verifying the same while
giving the connection?

If they want to give a
connection from a different
location/ pole/ box it is their
look out so why should the
customer be harassed?

Before writing this letter
| sent a message to the Jio
members to give me an ad-
dress for filing a consumer
complaint. They didn’t pro-
vide the address. Their pro-
cess ofharassmentwould not
change even if | surrender to
their callous attitude. One
of the executives had gone
on holiday so the repair
didn’t proceed. It’s us today,
someone else tomorrow. The
compromise should end.

Hoping this will be an
eye-opener for the Jio-au-
thorities and that harassment
of customers will end. As of
now the connection is yet to
be repaired.

Your etc.,
Harsh Jhunjhunwala,
Via email

Mandatory sex
education

Editor,

The topic of sex has been
so stigmatized that elders
never bring it up in front of
children, let alone educate
them on the topic. This com-
promise hurts the children in
turn. Comprehensive sexual-

By Patricia Mukhim

indicted for regularly by dif-
ferent survey reports from
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) to the
NSSO. These surveys have
consistently pointed to the
fact that there is very high
stunting and wasting among
children in Meghalaya. The
Comprehensive National
Nutrition Survey (CNNS)
2016-2018 had found high
stunting among children in
Meghalaya with 40.4 per cent
of children from birth to four
years suffering from stunting

while the national average is
around 35 per cent. Megha-
laya is just below Bihar (42
per cent) when it cornes to
the percentage ofprevalence
of stunting among children
in the above age group the
survey had stated. The next
stage after stunting is wast-
ing after which there is no
reversal.

Stunting is defined as
low height-for-age. It is the
result of chronic or recurrent
undemutrition, usually as-
sociated with poverty, poor
maternal health and nutrition,
frequent illness and/or inap-
propriate feeding and care in
early life. Stunting is hugely
problematic because it pre-
vents children from reaching
their physical and cognitive
potential. Itmeans they don’t
gain heightas they should but
the worst part is that it affects
their cognitive development
which means their ability
to think, explore and figure
things out. The cognitive
domain is where knowledge,
skills, and problem solving
happens. It is the cognitive
domain which helps children
to think about and understand
the world around them. Brain
development is part ofcogni-
tive development.

When a child that is

ity education is important
because people need to be
aware ofthe various aspects
of their reproductive health
and rights. This could help
people practice safe and
consensual sex and also be
aware of when their rights
are violated. The alarming
rise in cases of sexual abuse
is due to the lack of proper
inclusive sex education. The
topic of consent needs to
be taught to every child as
a norm, alongside making
them aware of violations of
their rights. We must also
educate people about diverse
sexualities and genders, not
only heterosexual and cis-
gender sex education. The
proper use of pronouns (i.e.,
she/her, he/him, they/them,
etc.), avoiding misgendering,
respecting identities of trans
and non-binary children, and
lending an ear to the margin-
alized not only make them
feel seen, but also widely
helps curb violence against
people of the LGBTQIA+
community. Not only this,
but it helps uplift the status
of sex workers in society,
and getthem the respectthey
deserve. Sex work is work,
and we need to destigmatize
it and stop slut shaming. We
need to stop breeding incels,
homophobes, transphobes,
and all the worst ofmankind.
One mustn't only do just
enough to pat themselves
on the back and feel proud,
but go out of their way to
do the right thing, even if

stunted does not receive the
required nutrients over a long
period it leads to wasting.
Once wasting happens the
situation cannot be reversed
no matter how much nutrients
or multivitamins a child is
given. Wasting is defined
as low weight-for-height. It
often indicates recent and
severe weight loss, although
it can also persist for a long
time. Wasting usually occurs
when a person has not had
adequate quality and quantity
of food and/or has suffered

from prolonged illnesses.
Wasting in children is asso-
ciated with a higher risk of
death if not treated properly
apart from also affecting the
cognitive potential of the
child.

Studies indicate that one
of the reasons for stunting
in Meghalaya is because a
large population of families
in rural Meghalaya cannot
afford to give milk to their
children. Children aged 4-8
years require 700 mg per
day of calcium which works
out to about 600 ml of cows’
milk to completely fulfil this
age range’s calcium needs. |
was discussing with Mr KN
Kumar, Chairman Farmers’
Commission the other day
as to the reasons for stunt-
ing and wasting of children
in Meghalaya. He said that
while children elsewhere
drink at least 200 plus ml
of milk daily, in Meghalaya
it is only about 80 ml. Most
parents, he said, pleaded
that they could not afford
milk. Mr Kumar argued with
those parents that if they can
afford to have betel nut and
betel leaf and the men can
afford cigarettes/bidi/ liquor
why could they not make
sacrifices for their kids. The
Milk Mission in Meghalaya

it isn't within their comfort

zone. Mandatory sex educa-

tion would, in short, help the

marginalized and dismantle

an oppressive system that
leans on ignorance.

Yours etc.,

Rupsa Marak,

Tura

AUKUS
undermines
India’s role

Editor,

The formation of a new
defence agreement known as
AUKUS with no precedent
in the diplomatic world has
created confusion among
observers. As the regional
power of the new alliance
is already covered by an old
alliance, Quad, the formation
of AUKUS raises doubts.
AUKUS named after Aus-
tralia, the UK, and the USA
reveals that the US views
the Chinese activities in the
South China Sea and adjoin-
ing islands very seriously.

China expressed its
displeasure at the forma-
tion of AUKUS. Chinese
president Xi Jinping has
warned against “’interfer-
ence from external forces”
in the region. Global Times
described Australia as I’a
pawn of the US.”AUKUS
has caused consternation in
France and EU as well. The
reason for it is that they were
kept out of the new military

is meant to address this nutri-
tion gap in children.

There are all shades of
IAS officers in Meghalaya.
Some don’t belong to this
state but have made it their
own and the concerns of the
people here also concerns
them even as they try out dif-
ferent strategies to address
these nutritional and other
anomalies through various
interventions.

Might it not be that if
we had many more local/
indigenous women IAS of-
ficers that at least a few of
them would also be alarmed
by the problematic develop-
ment indices in the state? The
reason why the educational
outcomes in rural Meghalaya
are so dismal is largely be-
cause of the under-nutrition
which is known to directly
affect thinking, reasoning
and other brain activities. Of
course, the quality ofteaching
and the learning environment
also matters but more impor-
tantly it is the child’s own
ability to absorb the learning
processes especially juggling
with numbers that yield posi-
tive learning outcomes.

It is in this context that
one wishes that we had many
more committed civil ser-
vants who would take the hu-
man development indices and
the educational surveys with
the seriousness they deserve
and also show single-minded
devotion towards address-
ing these and ensuring that
the next survey shows some
improvements due to their
interventions.

Therewill be many expec-
tations from a home-grown
Chief Secretary. | am not sure
why Chief Secretaries don’t
step out of their offices more
often and mingle with the
world outside their offices.
Granted that the bureaucracy
is a mountain of paperwork,
much of which can be del-
egated to junior colleagues.
Perhaps better time manage-
ment and using weekends
for rural visits would help
the new CS grasp the key
problems of the State better.
I recall travelling with former
CS Y. Tshering who happened
to be the Chairman ofthe Su-
preme Court monitored, Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicle created
specially to oversee how the
fluids realised from Lafarge
Umiam Private Ltd which
sources limestone from Shelia
and Nongtrai, are utilised for
the purpose which the apex
court has clearly laid out. It
made a huge difference for
the people of those areas to
meetthe CS in person. It also
educates the CS first hand on
how funds are utilised for
various projects.

Onthis note, hope springs
eternal in the human breast.

partnership.

As for India, AUKUS
is not good news. It raises
questions about the signifi-
cance of the Quad. AIJKUS
creates an impression that the
US is concerned only with
pushing back against China.
India’s concerns about Paki-
stan and the Western Indian
Ocean remain unaddressed.
During the Quad summit,
Indian Prime Minister Modi
discussed the priority areas
for Quad with US president
Biden and Japanese and
Australian PMs. Biden clari-
fied the roles to be played
by Quad and AUKUS. It is
obvious that Quad will actas
a socio-economic organiza-
tion and the region’s defence
will be led by AUKUS.
Given that India’s concerns
about Chinese aggression
in the North China Sea are
unaddressed, the new roles
of Quad and AUKUS will
not do it any good. On the
other hand, if India makes
best use of the strategic op-
portunities to strengthen its
partnership with France, it
could bring tangible benefits
to the country.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Who is to blame?

By Rupert Lyngdoh

This write- up is based
on several others that were
earlier penned down regard-
ing a serious poison that
has found its way into our
society and that we as dans
always cry and crib about but
do absolutely nothing other
than keeping silent or simply
ignoring its prevalence. TTiis
poison has blended well
with our operational system
and concerned authorities
have no interest in dealing
with it.

It is rightly said that the
only thing necessary for
the triumph of evil is for
good men to do nothing
and it seems to have aptly
come down to that now as
the many attempts made by
several individuals in the
past have only resulted in
false promises and the Min-
isters and the Department
concerned have turned a deaf
ear to the matter.

I want to bring up the
MUDA menace that has
come and gone in the past
and now seems to have been
forgotten for some time
now. When we look back to
the months of May to No-
vember 2016 we have had
several individuals pointing
out to this grave menace
through letters to the edi-
tor of Shillong Times and |
would like to mention a few

names that have come up
in the past of like those of
Beckstar Tariang (03rd May
2016), Jonathan Lyngdoh
(October 14th, October 27th
and November 17 2016)
and P.K. Dwivedi (October
19). These individuals have
pointed out several evils
of this ongoing sub-letting
system that is prevalent in
the MUDA complex. On the
November 4, 2016, the edi-
tor herselfdid come up with
an article based on the letters
received under the caption,
“Is clean business possible
in Meghalaya?”

If we read the statement
of the then Minister I/c of
MUDA, Dr M. Ampareen
Lyngdoh that came up in
an article in Shillong Times
dated April 29, 20186, it has
clearly been mentioned that
the projectwas implemented
primarily to cater to the
unemployed youth of the
State with an assurance that
the matter will be dealt with
and resolved. Having read
the letters that have been
addressed to the editor, we
clearly understand that the
allocation of the stalls at
MUDA complex were based
on different parameters and
not with the objective of ad-
dressing the unemployment
situation that is growing by
the day. The editor’s article
clearly mentions that alloca-
tions were made to relatives
and friends of those who
were in power (elected rep-
resentatives) back then. | feel
that this in itselfhas violated
the guidelines and proper
implementation failed at the
initial stages of the project.

- There is absolutely no
point in digging up how
allocations were made in
today’s date. However, what
concerns me the most is that
it is not run by the individu-
als who were allotted these
stalls as on date. There is a
clear understanding that they
have been sub-let to non-
tribal vendors who pose as
managers or stalls in-charge
when there is an inspection
by any Government Depart-
ment or by pressure groups
and/or NGOs. The letters in
the past have clearly stated

that if the need arises names
and stall numbers indulg-
ing in BENAMI business
can be shared and revealed.
Perhaps the person had faith
back then that the concerned
Department that is stationed
within the complex would
do the needful and set right
these outrageous anoma-
lies.

It is disheartening that
our very own people are
involved in quick money-
making techniques by sell-
ing out their clan name by
sub-letting and posing as
owners of businesses they
have no clue about. This is a
HUMBLE REQUEST to the
genuine owners ofthe stalls
to think of our own people
and the JAITBYNRIEW
first before bowing down to
easy and quick money and
sublet stalls with no moral
conscience. Have you ever
sat back and thought about
the overall impact that youf
decision has had on the
growth and development of
our very own JAITBYN-
RIEW? Do you realize that
a non-tribal vendor operat-
ing behind your name in the
heart of the city is evading
huge amounts of tax money
that actually would have
come back to the people of
the State through central
schemes for the overall de-

velopment ofthe state and its
inhabitants? Who is support-
ing tax evasions in this case
if you are selling your name
and clan and encouraging
non-tribal vendors to ex-
ecute businesses unnoticed
by the Tax authorities?

This ongoing-pandemic
has hit the people ofthe state
inmany ways. Letus consid-
er our very youth who have
returned from different states
across the country after hav-
ing lost their jobs. Most of
them have been left unem-
ployed after having returned.
The State Government has
not been able to address
the concerns faced by these
youth. We have a young man
who recently returned from
Bangalore and has started
selling fruitjuices and other
refreshments early morning
tojoggers and morning walk
crowds in areas around Golf
Links and Ward’s Lake and
his operations are carried out
ofhis scooter as highlighted
by different media houses. |
am sure there are rrjany more
returnees who would have in
some way or the other started
up small operations at their
own capacities to make a
living. Don’t they deserve a
fair chance?

MUDA needs to pull up
its socks and get things in
place before they get out
of control. If the authorities
cannot find the irregularities,
they need to approach the
higher authorities like the
CBI, Income Tax or even
get an order from the High
Court to get matters re-
solved. There are numerous
ways that this can be dealt
with and of course, as men-
tioned in the earlier letters, if
need be, the information can
be published in newspapers
so as to make things easier
for the authorities to carry
out their duties.

| feel it would be right
if a check is carried out to
analyze ifthe current owners
truly are in need ofwhat has
been allocated to them or is
there is a NEED to screen
and re- allot the stalls to
deserving unemployed youth
so that things fall in line with
the INITIAL OBJECTIVES
of the entire project.
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“You canfind peace amidst the storms
that threaten you. ”

Joseph B. Wirthlin
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Loss-making PSEs

THAT there's not a single profit-making public
sector enterprise (PSE) in Meghalaya is no
surprise. A PSE must be run along the model
of a corporate organisation which means that it
must yield enough profit to make it sustainable.
A corporation is run by a board of directors
elected by shareholders. In the case of PSEs
since the Government is the main shareholder,
it nominates its own people. Some of these
nominees are politicians, others are bureaucrats.
While some bureaucrats with a degree in busi-
ness management can read the balance sheets
and audited accounts analytically, politicians
mostly don’t care. Yet most ofthese corporations
are chaired by politicians. In fact, the PSEs in
Meghalaya have all gone into the red because
politicians treat them like employment agencies
where they can appoint their camp followers.
They don’t care whether the corporation swims
or sinks. They are happy to draw their pay and
perks even when the Corporation is incurring
losses. They know the State Government will
pump in more money to keep the ship afloat.

One such loss-making Corporation is the
Mawmluh Cements Corporation Ltd (MCCL)
which is also the first cement producing com-
pany in Meghalaya. MCCL had been doing well
when its Board consisted of those who cared to
ensure its profitability. This PSE has no business
to sink into a debt burden of Rs 234.79 crore
against a paid-up capital of Rs 197.51 crore.
Despite major capital investments in the MCCL,
the CAG report says the Company could achieve
only 22 per cent capacity utilisation against the
projected capacity utilisation of 60 to 75 per
cent which was mainly on account of exces-
sive machine stoppages, idling of machineries/
equipment and absence of skilled staff. What’s
ironic is that all the private cement producing
companies are faring well, making profits and
expanding their businesses. Considering that
Meghalaya has the key raw material for produc-
ing cement which is limestone in abundance
and it also has coal to run the cement produc-
ing furnaces there is no reason for the MCCL
to be losing money. Bad corporate governance
is the only reason and that goes for all the other

PSEs too.

The CAG report also points to the fact that
97 per cent of the losses incurred by working
PSEs during 2019-20 was on account of the
four PSEs in the Power sector and the MCCL.
Accumulation of huge losses by these SPSEs
had eroded public wealth, which is a cause of
concern. The State Government needs to review
the working of these SPSEs to either improve
their profitability or close their operations, the
CAG had categorically stated. The Government
is already looking at disinvesting the MCCL but
on what terms is the question.

Letters to the Editor

First Tribal
Lady Chief
Secretary

Editor,

I thank the Shillong Times
(Oct 1, 2021) for the splen-
did introduction of our new
Chief Secretary, Ms Rebecca
Suchiang. It is noteworthy
that awoman has risen to this
high office, no doubt through
hard work and efficiency.
Though the tribal commu-
nity seems to pride itself on
equality of the genders, this
has hardly been reflected in
the proportion of legislators,
ministers and high- ranking
bureaucrats in the. tribal
states of the Northeast.

There are many fine ex-
amples of women in leader-
ship positions in India. Many
polls and political experts
have shown Indira Gandhi
to be one of India’s most
admired prime ministers.
Certainly she was one of
the strongest. In countries
such as Germany and New
Zealand, the best records
of good governance have
occurred with women at lhe
helm of government.

According to an article in
May 2021, Forbes, perhaps
the most prestigious corpo-
rate magazine, “scientifn-
studies have consistently
shown that on most of the
key traits that make lead-
ers more effective, women
tend to outperform men.
For example, humility, self-
awareness, self-control mor-
al sensitivity, social skills,
emotional intelligence, kind-
ness, a prosoeial and moral
orientation, are all more
likelv to be found in women

than men.”

Other research data con-
sistently show that women
are better leaders in a crisis,
and in enabling economic
development. With women
CEOs, even corporate profits
are higher. Countries led by
women are managing the
Covid crisis better than their
male counterparts in other
countries.

An important advantage
of women leadership is that
health and education indices
are given more attention and
social justice is high on the
agenda. In her interview
with the Shillong Times, it is
noteworthy that Ms Rebecca
Suchiang has highlighted the
upgrading of government
schools, increasing expendi-
ture on health, and ensuring
progress in the Sustainability
Development Goals.

So having a woman at
the top is just not a matter
of gender equality, it means
better governance and shift-
ing priorities in the right
order. Women in leadership
positions are inspirational
role models for young girls
of our state and region. We
are all proud and we wish
Madam Chief Secretary all

lhe very best.
Yours etc.,

Glenn C. Kharkongor,
Via email
Disheartening
comments
against Pine
Mount School

Editor,
It is indeed very disap-
pointing and disheartening to

Of peace and rest

Browsing through the
pages of newspaper each
morning, one gets lost in
the myriad of voices be-
ing spread about by all and
sundry. From the screaming
news headlines to the jot-
tings and opinions; the local
newspapers fill their pages
with government actions or
inactions, with politics and
political party matters; down
to administrative success or
failures. Then there is news
ofdeaths and rapes that seem
to occur every other day. As
an individual ofpre-indepen-
dence India, what we avail
today even without social
media is mind boggling. The
vernaculars media are plenty
and so too other language
media. It reminds me of
what was available at
that time. A newspaper
must come all the way
from Calcutta (as it
was then known, not
Kolkata) to be deliv-
ered to the house by
the delivery boy as
early as 5:00 PM or
even later than 8:00
PM extending even
to the next day when
flights do not land in
Guwahati. The only
daily paper available
at that time was “Hin-
dustan Standard” and “The
Statesman” in English.

The main news that one
gotthrough the media at that
time was mainly the national
news and not much local
news. It must be mentioned
here that it was only at that
time and after the adoption
ofthe Sixth Schedule, thatthe
Khasi States became united
and known as the united
Khasi & Jaintia Hills other-
wise the Khasi states were
fiercely independent, and no
such unity was there. In fact,
ifone was to read the writings
of Pemberton and others it
could be seenthatthe English
rulers did not recognize the
independent Khasi States and
it was only the Jaintia King-
dom that was recognized as
a.state, and those living in
the west of the Jaintia King-
dom were known only as the
marauders and wild people
who made life miserable for
the rulers. These hill people
would every now and again
foray into the plains to loot
and kill.

Itwas believed that post-
independence, the euphoria
of freedom and self-rule as it
was known, and the land and
its people would have all the
peace and rest we needed to
make our lives prosperous.
Change will come but, as
John Kotter in his book “The
Heart of Change’, says "the
core of the matter is always

read the allegations pointed
out by Mr Donald Swer; in
your esteemed daily, which
has left us wondering as to
whether he is a concerned
parent or one who is merely
trying to put the school’s
fairname in poor light. Ever
since the COVID pandemic
had derailed normal life,
the school under the direc-
tions of the Government,
had initiated online classes
via., the services of CR
School besides google apps
and Whatsapp from Friday,
the April 3, 2020. It is also
rather surprising that while
Donald Swer says there
are no classes taken, some
parents of the higher classes
have complained that on-
line classes are too taxing
because the students have
classes from 9:00 am to 3:00
pm regularly.

Apart from the online
classes for seniors, teach-
ers connected with their
respective students through
W hatsapp, google apps,
power point presentations,
zoom classes besides audios
and videos. The teachers
engage them with lessons,
assignments and tests using
the various apps.

When the Government
permitted' offline classes for
the senior classes last year
the school followed the di-
rections and students came to
school batchwise. Teachers
were always available for
consultations and clearing of
doubts ofthe childrenintheir
respective classes. One fails
to understand the motive of
Donald Swer, as the school
has abided by all Govern-
ment directions and advise.
Mr Swer is welcome to
verily his observations from

By D Kitbok Ryntathiang

about changing the behav-
ior of people, and behavior
change happens in highly
successful situations mostly
by speaking to people’s feel-
ings”. Now thatthe country is
free, people will themselves
build and innovate to bring
peace and prosperity. It was
a change everyone in free
India was looking for, and
expectations were sky high.
However, it may not be out
ofplace to mention here that
freedom for the Khasi States
was a misnomer possibly, as
they have never been colo-
nized by the British till then,
butthe colonization ofJaintia
Kingdom had taken place
as the Jaintiapur Kingdom

had been colonized by the
English through outright win
or deals as the English were
famous for.

The very adoption of the
Constitution in 1950, caused
much discontent when the
provision that Hindi shall be
the official language by 1965,
phasing out English was add-
ed to it. This clause caused
alarm and rebellion in the
non-Hindi speaking states in

“Why Nations Fail” wrote,
“The most common reason
why nations fail today is
because they have extractive
institutions” like in Zimba-
bwe. In January 2000, Fallot
Chawawa oversaw drawing
the winning ticket in a lot-
tery organized by the partly
state-owned bank. As the
public statement of Zimbank
puts it “ master ofceremonies
Fallot Chawawa could hardly
believe his eyes when the
ticket for 2$100,000 prize
was handed to him, and he
saw the name of His Excel-
lency RG Mugabe written on
it.” President Mugabe had
won the lottery. This after

he had awarded himself and
his cabinet salary hikes ofup
to 200 per cent. Extractive
institutions!””). The pension
provided after one term; the
self-raising of the salary are
prime examples ofextractive
institutions and this includes
all the NGO’s of today!
Peace and Rest are there-
fore an elusive dream for the
public in general as it be-
longs to an exclusive group,

It was believed thatpost-independence, the
euphoria of freedom and self-rule as it was
known, and the land and its people would
have all thepeace and rest we needed to
make our lives prosperous. Change will come
but, as John Kotter in his book The Heart of
Change ’ says "the core ofthe matter is
always about changing the behavior ofpeople,
and behavior change happens in highly
successful situations mostly by speaking

to,peopledfeelings

the 1960s. Hence parliament
had to adopt an amendment
to allow English to continue.
It can be said that language
was what united India at the
time for the freedom move-
ment. Now it was language
that ended that unity, and
caused unrest. It saw the
beginning of regionalism in
the nation and thus extrac-
tive institutions were created.
(Daron Acemoglu and James
A Robinson in their book

the school authorities.
. Yours etc.,
Aiom Diengdoh,
Principal Pine Mount
School Shillong

How a virus
has changed
our world

Editor,

At the end of 2019 We
were suddenly introduced
to a virus that turned all of
our worlds upside down.
Nothing is sure yet about
its existence. While some
blame it on Chinaandthe lab
at Wuhan, with several con-
spiracy theories surrounding
it, nobody can actually say
where it came from. But
this little virus is here to stay
and has. crippled the lives of
many.

Humanity today is facing
one ofthe biggest challenges
with the novel coronavirus
having spread rapidly to the
extent of it being declared a
pandemic across the world.
People from all walks of life
are in dismay about what is
happening and are disturbed
to see how this has change
peoples’ lives. There is a
sudden shiftin people’s daily
routines that has led to a rise
in fears, anxiety, sadness and
a sense of irritability all pil-
ing up. We have all seen how
the year 2020 went by with
the lives of students being
affected because of educa-
tional institutions having to
shut down for almost a year.
The lives ofthose associated
with the tourism industry
has been crippled because
of the lockdown and cur-
fews imposed. Fanners are

defying the Constitution’s
preamble that says “........ to
secureto all its citizens JUS-
TICE, LIBERTY, EQUAL-
ITY AND TO PROMOTE
AMONG THEMALL FRA-
TERNITY ASSURING THE
DIGNITY OF THE INDI-
VIDUALAND UNITYAND
INTEGRITY OF THE NA-
TION”. Malcolm Gladwell
in his book “What the Dog
Saw” wrote about the bank-
ruptcy of ENRON, one of

struggling to earn a meagre
amount to feed themselves
and their families because
they cannot sell off their
produce and the list goes on.
Unfortunately, several lives
were lost, which included
young infants and children.
Families suffered loss of
their loved ones, especially
in not being able to perform
the normal rites and rituals
that have been followed for
centuries.

Indeed the COVID-19
pandemic has been instru-
mental in creating a dramatic
shift in the lives of people,
butthe biggest shiftthat ithas
brought about is a shift from
people’s desire and need to
live in mutual association
to that of stigmatizing those
that have contracted Covid.
The stigma of Covid mani-
fests itself in the exclusion
of those who are perceived
to be a potential source of
the virus and who may pose
a ‘threat’to the society. The
stigmatization behaviours
seem to be guided by the
famous adage, “better safe
than sorry”. But how safe
can we be by stigmatizing
others around us? Stigmati-
zation is dangerous because
it triggers many emotions
along with it and puts ev-
eryone at risk. Recently, |
came across a'neighbour
who had contracted the vi-
rus and who narrated the
story of the stigmatization
they had to endure and are
still enduring only because
they turned out to be Covid
positive. Them catching the
virus has just made people
look at them like they are
some sort ofuntouchables or
people who have committed
agrave sin. Another incident

the most admired companies
in the world, (it even had the
footprints in India) at the tri-
als of Jeffrey K Skilling who
had built the company, who
after his lawyer had said ‘he
was innocent of every one
of these charges, the judge
called Anne Beliveaux, Se-
nior Administrative Assistant
in Enron’s Tax department,
who had been asked to ad-
dress the sentencing hearing.
Her statement went like this,
“How would you like to be
facing living off sixteen hun-
dred dollars a month, and that
iswhat | am facing” she said
to Skilling. Stating that her
retirement benefits had been
wiped out by the ENRON
bankruptcy, she also said,
“And Mr. Skilling, that is
only because of greed,
nothing but greed, and
you should be ashamed
of yourself’. Another
witness said, “while
you dine on Chateau-
briand and champagne,
my daughter and | clip
grocery coupons and
eat leftovers”.No peace
and no rest for them
because of extractive
behaviors.
Asone looks atthese
circumstances surround-
ing our State, it can be said
there are now more extractive
Institutions than inclusive
ones. We need to look at the
more finite behaviors and why
we have come to the present
situation. To emphasize, at
independence the nation was
looking to flourish, rest and
obtain peace but by the mid
1950’s the clamour for, “No
Hill State No Rest,” broke
out. Now “No ILP.no Rest”
comesto the fore. Whatreally
causes these? It is more like
ahouse without windows that
will kill us all except for the
privileged few, where dynas-
tic politics has crept in. It is
sad to see that after 74 years
of freedom, and 49 years
of statehood, the demand
and the desire for peace and
rest seems greater than ever.
Perhaps there is a need to
examine the reasons even as
the youths seems lost, politics
has shattered their dTeams
of a utopia, religion has not
delivered; the educated are
jobless. Some have a degree
but no education and that
cry for peace and rest grows
louder.

Would it be possible
through these pages to ex-
amine and bring hope to a na-
tion that seems rudderless and
which is plunging headlong
into an abyss? There must be
a hope, a silver lining, a rose
among the thorns, not just a
land of the clouds.

I came across is also related
to someone | know who was
afflicted with the seasonal
flu all thanks to Shillong’s
ever-changing weather. Un-
fortunately, they too are
being looked at askance
only because the symptoms
are like those triggered by
Covid.

I don’t think there is any-
one in this world who would
willingly give an open invi-
tation to a virus to come and
live inside them and affect
them. We all love ourselves
and our lives so much, up
to the point of being selfish.
Why is it we forget this,
then? We have been known
to be loving, kind and gener-
ous people, willing to go out
of the way to help others.
“Ka Ri Tipbriew Tipblei”
is what we are known as, so
where then is this, all gone?
Have we lost all humanity
that now we have begun to
stereotype those affected
by Covid? For years, we
have been pointing fingers
at others and also at people
in other parts of the coun-
try- calling them racist and
for stigmatizing us from the
North East. Unfortunately,
the seeds of the same have
been planted within us too
and that is over-shadowing
ourvery own conscience and
sense of humanity.

Your etc.,

Cassandra K R Gatphoh

Shillong -14

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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BJP govt in Assam
makes a mess of
eviction drive

By Sagarneel Sinha

The ongoing eviction
drive in Assam turned vio-
lent when the police team
was attacked by a large mob
with sticks resulting in the
death of two persons, which
included a 12-year-old, due
to police firing in Dholpur
falling under revenue circle
of Sipajhar of Darrang dis-
trict. It was horrific. More
shocking was the stomping
ofthe dead body by the pho-
tographer accompanying the
police team. The chief min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma
had ordered an enquiry on
the firing incident and the
photographer was arrested
by the police.

The police firing could
have been avoided. This
is not to deny that police
personnel received injuries
when they,were attacked
with sticks and stones by
the mob and police also have
the right to save their lives.
That doesn’t, however, mean
police should resort to firing
first. The onus is onthosetoo
who attacked the police.

Himanta has blamed the
Kerala radical Islamic or-
ganisation Popular Front
of India (PFI) for instigat-
ing the people to attack the
police force. If PFI — or
any other organisation — is
responsible for instigating
the people to be evicted
to take the law into arms,
then definitely the govern-
ment has the right to take as
much as possible strong ac-
tion against it. This isn't the
first time that PFI has been
linked. During the anti-CAA
riots too, PFI’s senior lead-
ers were arrested by Assam
police.

Coming back to the hor-
rificincident, there are legiti-
mate concerns of communal
harmony being disturbed.
Society has already been di-
vided by ethnicity, language
and religion. These divisions
have strengthened in the past
the growth of sub-regionalist
militants. There had been
efforts in the past to heal the
wounds ofthe communities
to restore communal har-

never be denied by merely
dismissing their concerns
as their own imaginations.
How can one ignore the re-
ality that vast areas of land
have been illegally captured
in the state? In 2019, then
state parliamentary affairs
minister Chandra Mohan
Patowary, according to the
Indian Express, said that
22% of forest land was under
encroachment.

Although figures remain
ambiguous, illegal occupa-
tion of government lands
and also of many Xatras or
the VVaishnavite monasteries,
the prominent religious and
cultural hubs of Assamese
society, is a harshreality and
can’t be ignored. This is the
reason that even the main
opposition Congress is sup-
porting the eviction drive.
Importantly, organizations
like Sadou Asom Goria-
Moria-Deshi-Jatiya Pari-
shad, an indigenous Muslim
body, have been supporting
the eviction drive. What
the “intellectuals"”, who are

desperate to give communal
colours, ignore is that in-
digenous Muslims too have
been affected by encroach-
ment.

Having said this, the hoi-
rific incident of Dhdlpur
should be a concern for Hi-
manta and his government.
This showed a police team
at ease using guns against
its own people. After all;
there are methods to over-
power the angry mob and in
a democratic system, guns
should be the last resort
for the police to fire on the
angry mob.

Notably, if the eviction
drive, as claimed by the
government, was done after
reaching an agreement with
all the stakeholders then how
come there was opposition?
In The Wire’s report, All
Assam Minority Students
Union president Rezaul
Sarkar pointed towards the
government's failure to show
the rehabilitation areas be-
fore the execution of the
eviction drive in Dholpur.

The saffron government, however, shouldnt
forget that it has the responsibility to ensure
that the eviction campaign shouldnt be used

to vilify the entire Bengali Muslim community.

mony. Presently too, these
are continued. The present
dispensation laying impor-
tance to bring militants to
the mainstream and stressing
on the crucial issues closely
related to saving lands, lan-
guage and culture of the
indigenous communities
are a part of those efforts.
Eviction drive is also one of
those issues.

The influx of Bengali
Hindus leaving their home-
land East Pakistan (modem
Bangladesh) facing perse-
cution at the hands of the
Islamic fundamentalists to
settle in Assam and the il-
legal immigration due to
free borders supported by
then ruling governments for
their political interests have
undoubtedly affected the
lives ofthe indigenous com-
munities. However, there is a
section of intellectuals who
have been trying to interpret
the eviction drive complete-
ly through the lens of com-
munalism. This section has
always ignored the issues of
the indigenous communities
of the state. Even worse,
some of the intellectuals
have never shied away from
calling the entire Assamese
society “xenophobic”.

The woes of the indig-
enous communities can

Clearly, there are lapses
from the government side
too, apart from the involve-
ment of a notorious third
party. Agree that the clear-
ing ofthe illegally occupied
lands had been a poll prom-
ise ofthe BJP and the saffron
government led by Himanta
has the right to execute the
eviction drive. Already the
eviction drives — barring
Dholpur one — have been
carried out without any vio-
lence.

The saffron government,
however, shouldn’t forget
that it has the responsibility
to ensure that the eviction
campaign shouldn’t be used
to vilify the entire Bengali
Muslim community. It has
to always ensure that all the
stakeholders be taken into
confidence before the ex-
ecution of an eviction drive,
particularly related to the
issue of proper rehabilita-
tion of the evicted families.
At the same time, elements
are working to stoke the fire
of violence in the state by
encouraging communalism
and the BJP government has
to be cautious and vigilant
Eviction drives shouldn’t be
disturbed by the communal
elements and the onus lies on
the state government. (IPA
Service)
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Vibrant botanical art in lavishly illustrated tome

By Vishnu Makhijani

erm it colonialism in reverse. A seminal
book brings together the striking botanical

I art of Indian origin spanning a period of 300
years drawn mostly from original works held in
the collections of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
(London), that showcase the richness and variety of
art commissioned from talented, mostly unknown,
Indian artists who made a substantial contribution
to the documentation of the flora of the Indian
subcontinent.

"l hope this book will help the public to enjoy
the wide range of Indian plants, and even find pic-
tures of plants now used in traditional medicine. Of
course, when the paintings were made, nearly all
medicines came from plants. Even aspirin, which
we now think of as a white chemical powder or pill,
was extracted from willow and other plants and not
produced artificially until 1897," Martyn Rix, one
of Britain best known horticulturalists, told IANS
in an interview of "Indian Botanical Art" that has
been published by Roli Books in association with
the Royal Botanic Gardens.

"The book shows how much Indian paintings
were valued in Europe in the late 18th and early
19th centuries. Many people working in India in
the early 19th century brought back collections of
paintings; some of the most valuable are now in the
museum in Exeter in Devonshire, but, sadly, their
history and the names of those who commissioned
them have been lost," Rix added.

As most of the original paintings shown in this
book have never been published before, the book
gives an idea of the different styles of painting
and especially how botanical illustrations are both
artistic and scientific in the portrayal of plants.

The book has its genesis in the author's deep
study of the roots of botanical art.

"My interest in botanical art began a long time
ago, and | made paintings of flowers as a child: this
ceased when | bought a 35 mm camera and could
record flowers on film. But | kept my interest in
botanical illustration, and the first book | wrote was
‘The Art of the Botanist' (1981) which described
botanists' travels and the work of the artists associ-
ated with them,” Rix explained.

This was based mainly on the books in the Royal
Horticultural Society's Lindley Library in London.
Some of the most beautiful of these volumes were
lithographs of flowers of the Himalaya, based on
paintings by Indian artists for doctors and bota-
nists who went to India from Scotland in the early
19th century; notable amongst them were William
Roxburgh’s "Plants from the Coast of Coromandel,
Nathaniel Wallich's "Plantae Asiaticae Rariores”
and J.F. Cathcart's "lllustrations of Himalayan
Plants”.

"One of the most memorable travels of my youth
was a visit to Kerala and Tamil Nadu in 1970 to
study the African pile (Salvinia molesta) a floating
fern which was smothering the waterways; at the
same time, | saw many other exciting plants, and
used Robert Wight's books to help identify them;
his two artists, Rungiah and Govindoo, made hun-
dreds of drawings from 1828 onwards which were
printed, hand-coloured and published in Madras,"
Rix added.

As a research associate at Kew, he was able
to study the original paintings for many of these
publications in the library, and they form the main

part of this book.

Writer-scholar-museum curator Sita Reddy notes
in the foreword that due to Indian botanical artists
of the 18th?and 19th?centuries remaining rather un-
known, contemporary Indian artists have "inherited
a hybrid botanical art tradition whose artists were
invisible, then and now". To that extent, the book
has actually corrected a historical wrong. How does
Rix feel to be a pathfinder?

"It was unfortunate that one of the first of the
Scottish doctors to publish Indian botanical paint-
ings, William Roxburgh, did not name his artists
and the paintings were not signed. Even in Europe
at that time most artists were considered mere
craftsmen and not valued as much as the academic
botanists. (The exception to this was the French
botanical artist, P.J. Redoute who started his own
publishing company, made his fortune but spent it
and then died in poverty.)

"Later Indian artists however were mostly given
full recognition, and that has enabled some such as
Visnupersaud, who worked both for Nathaniel Wal-
lich in Kolkata, and for John Royle in Saharanpur
(UP) to be recognised as one of the great botani-

BOND’S
MAGIC

and puffing like a green, black, and gold dragon,
a beautiful monster out of Ranji's dreams.

Fascinated by the midday train, Ranji would find
himself waiting near the tunnel to catch a glimpse of
the engine come roaring out of it. But the tunnel has
more surprises for him. From ajungle full of lush green
trees, comes atimeless tale of unexpected friendship,
curiosity, duty, and wildlife.

Peppered with delightful illustrations and woven as
a heart-warming story, Ruskin Bond, in "The Tunnel"
(Penguin) is a charming chapter book intended for
intermediate readers aged seven upwards — a perfect
introduction for beginners to the world of India's fa-
vourite writer for children.

Wrritten in Ruskin's inimitable charm, this chapter
book has a unique cast of characters and is a timeless
story brought to life through a simple and endearing
narration and gorgeous illustrations highlighting the
nail-biting scenes making readers fall in love with
nature and wildlife.

Born in Kasauli in 1934, Ruskin Bond grew up in
Jamnagar, Dehradun, New Delhi and Shimla. His first
novel, "The Room on the Roof, which was written
when he was 17, received the John Llewellyn Rhys
Memorial Prize in 1957. Since then, he has written
over 500 short stories, essays and novellas (including
"Vagrants in the Valley" and "A Flight of Pigeons")
and more than 40 books for children.

He received the Sahitya Akademi Award for English
writing in India in 1993, the Padma Shri in 1999, and
the Delhi government's Lifetime Achievement Award
in 2012. He lives in Landour, Mussoorie, with his
extended family. (IANS)

The steam engine shot out of the tunnel, snorting,

cal artists of the 19th century. Other artists from
the late 18th century, such as Sheikh Zain al-Din
Ram Das and Bhawani Das j(originally from Patna)
have been recognised recently, and their work now
fetches great prices (around 15,000 pounds, and
much more for birds and bats!) in London; they
painted not only flowers, but birds, mammals, fish
and snakes as well, working mainly in Kolkata,"
Rix explained.

In the book, he has tried to show how the Indian
artists, trained in the Mughul tradition were able
to produce works closer to the European 18th cen-
tury tradition. "From the 17th century onwards,
rich Mughals possessed European illustrated books
and asked their artists to copy them. Some of these
copies can be seen in an album painted by the artist
Mansur around 1615," Rix said.

How would he term the state of botanical art in
India today?

"There is a resurgence of botanical painting in
India, which is particularly valuable when it focuses
on wild and rare plants and on forests and other
habitats threatened with destruction by modern
developments; the contrasting styles of Hemlata

"My interest in botanical art
began a long time ago, ani
| male paintings of flowers
as a chill: this ceasel when
| bought a 15 mm camera
and could record flowers on
film, tut | kept my interest in
botanical illustration, and the
first book Iwrote was "The ArJ
If the Botanist1(1981) which
mescribed botanists® travels
and the work of the artists
associated with them."

Pradhan and Nirupa Rao could form the beginning
of a huge flowering of Indian botanical painting.

"As in the past it is necessary for botanists to
encourage artists and provide them with good speci-
mens to illustrate; so that the paintings have lasting
scientific as well as artistic value," Rix said.

"l hope my book may inspire more people in In-
dia to take up botanical painting and exhibit their
paintings in America or in London as have Hemlata
and Nirupa. The Royal Horticultural Society in Lon-
don, and the American Society of Botanical Artists
and the Hunt Botanical Institute, all have regular
exhibitions and welcome artists from all over the
world. Indeed, some of the most highly regarded
artists now exhibiting in London are based in Korea
and Japan, he added.

In addition, Curtis's Botanical Magazine {of
which he is now the editor), publishes articles on in-
teresting plants, especially those newly diWffVSred,
and relies on botanists and artists to combine their
talents. "This has been the purpose of the Magazine
since it began in 1787 and continues today, and it
would be good to receive contributions from India,"
Rix concluded. (IANS)

Do you think you are Mother Teresa?

or a dozen years as one of the worlds most
F admired CEOs, Indra Nooyi, redefined what

it means to be an exceptional leader. To the
extent that when she once pitched a revolutionary
strategy to introduce healthy products, she was
asked if she was Mother Teresa!

Her prescient strategic thinking, insight into
consumer behaviour, and wisdom on managing a
vast, global workforce make her one of the world's
most sought-after advisors to entrepreneurs, ex-
ecutives, and governments. The first woman of
color and immigrant to run a Fortune 50 company
— and one of the foremost strategic thinkers of
our time — she transformed PepsiCo with a unique
vision, a vigorous pursuit of excellence, and a deep
sense of purpose.

Her memoir, "My Life in Full: Work, Family,
and Our Future" (Hachette India), offers a first-
hand view of Nooyi's legendary career - a story
of exemplary resilience, courage, and leadership.
Generous, authoritative, and grounded in lived
experience, the book delivers a blueprint for
21st century prosperity, peppered with masterful
insights. ,

For instance: "I believe that a company's impact
on society needs to be written through all business
planning, and that this cannot be an afterthought.
What's good for commerce and what's good for
society have to go together."”

The rewards were fulsome.

"One foggy Tuesday in November 2009," Nooyi
writes in the book, "after hours of meetings in
Washington, DC, with two dozen top US and In-
dian business executives, | found myself standing
between the president of the United States and the
prime Minister of India.

"Barack Obama and Manmohan Singh had en-
tered the room for an update on our group's prog-
ress, and President Obama began introducing the
American team to his Indian counterpart. When he
got to me, Prime Minister Singh exclaimed, 'Oh!
But she is one of us!

"And the President, with a big smile and without
missing a beat, responded, 'Ah, but she is one of
us too!"

"It's a moment | never forget — spontaneous
kindness from the leaders of the two great coun-
tries that have given me so much. | am still the
girl who grew up in a close family in Madras, in
the South of India, and | am deeply connected to
the lessons and culture of my youth. | am also the
woman who arrived in the US at age twenty-three
to study and work and, somehow rose to lead an
iconic company, a journey that | believe is pos-
sible only in America. | belong to both worlds,"
Nooyi writes.

When Nooyi took over as CEO of PepsiCo, one
of her pivotal — and controversial — ideas was
to steer the company toward healthier products,
reinvent its environmental profile and lead the
company into a future where they championed
'‘Performance with Purpose'.

The strategy met with immense backlash from

some shareholders who wouldn't stand for anything
that affected the company's short-term profitability
targets.

In the book, Nooyi narrates a particular conver-
sation in the face of tremendous resistance: "The
most memorable comment came from a portfolio
manager in Boston — 'Who do you think you are?’

he asked me. 'Mother Teresa?' "

Nooyi went pn to lead PepsiCo for more than,
two decades. She has been consistently ranked in
Forbes's 'The World's 100 Most Powerful Womeh™>
Fortune's 'Most Powerful Women' and was twice
named on TIME magazine's list of the '100 Most
Influential People in the World'. She has held

a unique role among the world's top
executives, often as the only senior
woman in the halls of global corporate
power. [

In this no-holds-barred narrative,
Nooyi recounts the events that shapied
her, from her childhood and early
education in 1960s India, to the Yale
School of Management, to her rise
as a corporate leader. The book lays
bare her distinctive leadership style,
learnings from her far-reaching career,
that inspire generational diversity and
inclusivity.

With a stunning cover shot by leg-
endary photographer Annie Leibovitz,
the Hachette India edition of the book
comes .with an epilogue written espe-
cially for the Indian audience.

"As India emerges from the devastat-
ing impact of COVID-19, the country
must rethink some of its economic
priorities under the umbrella of At-
manirbhar Bharat. | hope whole new
ecosystems around next-generation
industries emerge, and new investments
in core infrastructure, including roads,
the railways, water and sanitation, and
healthcare. | also hope to see more
predictable framework in support of
foreign direct investment, and a massive
commitment to improving education
for all — from kindergarten to grade
12 and beyond — so that the country
has all the talent in place to realise its,
terrific ambitions.

"While this goes on, | also believe
it's time to unleash the superb capa-
bilities and ingenuity of women across
the country, in every strata of society.
Corporations, governments and NGOs
working in the country must come to-

gether on this, And, most importantly, men and
women must join forces to create a more inclu-
sive, more productive, more caring nation. Only
then will India be truly on the road to sustainable
prosperity,"” Nooyi concludes.

This truly is a blueprint from a woman who has
been there, seen it and done it all! (IANS)

[
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Bright Skies: The
Colour of theYear

There's so much more to the Heavens than Blue

he colour of 2022 will be “bright skies”,
according to paint manufacturer Dulux.

I This mellow light blue may certainly

seem familiar. Depending on where and at what
time of the day you look, at the sky, you might
well expect to catch a glimpse of a similar
colour.

Yet take the time to watch the sky from the
horizon to the expanse above your head, during
all weathers and from dawn to nighttime, and
mof course you’ll see that it is filled with many
colours. Over hundreds of years, physicists have
worked to understand why the sky holds so many
shades, from a myriad blues to red and even
green. Here’s what we’ve learned, and what to
look out for while contemplating “bright skies”
and immersing yourself in skywatching.

The Sun’s light is made up of different elec-
tromagnetic waves, and their various wave-
lengths are associated with'a different colour.
Shorter waves are seen as blue, slightly longer
waves as yellow, and even longer as red.

When these waves are seen together they
look white. But this light has to travel through
our atmosphere before it gets to our eyes, and
atmospheric molecules are much smaller than
the wavelength of the Sun’s light. As the light
hits these molecules, they scatter it in all dif-
ferent directions. This effect is called Rayleigh
scattering.

In this process, more of the bluer light, which
has shorter wavelengths, is scattered, resulting
in the sky becoming blue wherever you look.
Meanwhile, the Sun becomes more yellow look-
ing since the light from it is now missing those
longer blue wavelengths.

Adding white

But the daytime sky isn’t the same blue all
over. You’re more likely to find the Dulux bright
skies colour closer to the horizon where the blue
is more washed out or lighter.

This is the impact of Mie scattering, which
is a similar process as Rayleigh scattering but
caused by larger particles (such as water vapour
or fine pollution particles in little droplets).
These types of particles remove the red, yellow
and blue colour components from a white light
beam in equal measures and do not alter the
colour of the light passing through the atmo-
sphere or being scattered back to an observer.
This leads to the sky turning whiter in addition
to the blue caused by Rayleigh scattering.

‘Star -

By PL Ajai Bhambl

Venusisapogeeonyoursolarretum chartanditwDl giveveiyfavorablebenefits. ltis going
tobeaprogressneandhopeenhancingweekforyou.Y ourfaskswillgetcompleted. Those
people who are in media, drama, fashion, writing, entertainment etc. will make lot of
progre6sandalsogetgoodnameandfame. Yourfinandal positionisgoingtobestrongand
stable. You will enjoy a good health. All family disputes wili be resolved through the
mediation of some senior fanriy members. You will also buya new plot or commercial
property.Thosewhoaresinglewill getsuitable marage propasals. Youwillbe successful
in matters of love and romance. Butyou will nottrust anyone in monetary dealings. Your
friendship with the high andthe mightywill come very handyand helpful. Youwill remain
committed to your partner. Your boss and colleagues wili be'happy with your work
effidencv.
Aries: (Uarch21-Aprl20)
Your awn people will supportyou a lot and proveto be your biggest
strength. ItIsappropriatetimeto dosomeproductswork. Becauseof
favorable placement of MarsthingswSl keep going smoothly and you
w9 have gains. You need to keep your anger in check. You will get
money and will have financial gains. You will have profits in your
business. ltistimetoaddanewchapterinyourlovestory.Y ouwilthink
n «. aboutthepossibilityofgettingmarriedtopersonyoulove.Yourgovem-
ment related works will be accomplished smoothly. You will have to
work hard, butyouwill also getthe results inthe same proportion. The
problems that students were facing for a long time will get sorted out.
They will get success in exams/interview.
Taurus: (Apr821-May21)
Finally people will acknowledge yourcapability and talent. Youwill get
lot of appreciation andwill be rewardedfor yourefforts. Youwill have
r mondarygains. Thegraphofyourpopularitywillalsogoupwards.You
will get support of your seniors. Your businesswill also prosper and
flourish. Arid youwin have good profits. Youw i also getthe blessings
ofyourelders and parents. This isthe biggestasset of your life which
helps you in coming out of your hurdles. Youwilllie lucky in love and
romance. Your spouse/partner will be your biggest strength and will
keepguidingyou. Therearechancesofmeetinganimportant personal-
ity whichwill prove beneficial for you. Someone caninfluence youwith
their sweet soft talks and getflieir work done.
Gemini: (May22-June21)
Something of great importance will get done. Your popularity will
suddenlyriseandyouw|l alsoenjoyaveryfavorable phaseinyour life.
People will also have lot of trust and confidence in your words and
deeds. It will also send a good message to your competitions and
employees. Your confidence level will be high. You will have financial
gains. You wifi also make new investments. You will also have
economic gains in your business. You will also receive a good news
from somewhere. Your hurdles will get removed. YoumHI also have a
goodtimewithyourfamily members. Husbandandwifewill have better
understanding. Property related disputeswill getresolved. Youwilltake
interestin some welfare work.
Cancer (June22-July22)
YourInfluence will be high. You will get promotion in yourjob and your
prestige will rise. Your colleagues will also listen to youand cooperate
with you. Jupiter will surely bring lot of financial gains. All work related
tomoneyand propertywill beresolved. Youwill alsotravel alotandthey
will proveto betiresome. Butyouwill makelotof moneythroughtravels.
Amidsthecticworkschedule you will also spend some quality timewith
your family. It will help you to relax, feel happy and cheerful. An
importantfamily matter will also come into discussion. Youwill seeka
consensus. You will take important decisions in business and that will
befar reaching. You will enjoy wonderful health.
Leo: (July23-August 23)
It is time to have gains. Your business will prosper and you will make
good profit Income will be good. Your contacts will also prove benefi-
dal. Youwill also make new contracts. Your gift of the gab will help in
gettingyourworkdone. Youwill getopportuniiesto investyourmoney.
You win be able to establish your dominance atyourworkplace. Your
superior skills will be acknowledged by one and all. You will impress
* people with your skills and effidency. You will pull yourself upto give
final touchto your plans and activities. Love birds will have awonderful
time. You will come closer to your partner. You will be engaged in
financial activities like insurance, investment, shares and funds.
Vigo: (August24-September22)
Thetime is favorable. You will get promoted in yourjob. You will also
havefinancial gains. You will get support of your bosses. Youwill feel
achangeinyour relative's behavior and getgood news fromtheir side.
You neednotbeworried aboutthe health ofyour elders. The situationat
woikwill be in fe r your control. You will also be stable inyourjob. You
will bebusy butwill be happy thatyourdesired workis completed. Inthe
field of politics/media you wH establish contact with new people. The
time is good from all perspective. You will be successful in whatever
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The influence of white within the blue of
the sky becomes stronger towards the horizon
where the light has to pass through much more
atmosphere to arrive at the observer. The vari-
ous tones and shades of blue observed become
nature’svisualisation of what the atmosphere is
currently composed of. The whiter it appears,
the more extra particles are present.

A tool to measure just how many particles
are suspended in the sky was developed by

Gazing’
Sunday, OCT3,2021

Thewordsofyourpartnerwill bringmusictoyourears. Youwill havean
amazing time with your love mate. You will also plan to get manied.
People will appreciate your skills. You will do Introspection. You will
also get some important information and news. You will also plan a
majorexpansionofyourbusiness. Mattersofdisputewill becomemore
complicated, though youwill be the winner. Some govemment related
work that had got struck will be resolved with the help of some official.
Youwill seea major improvement inyour health. Yourinfluence inthe
society will be high.
Libra: (September23- Libra23)
Therewill bean increase inyour happiness. Incomewill be good. Your
work will get completed with ease. You will be meeting lot of new
contacts. Yourtimewillbewellspentwithyourfamllymembers. Your
0 childrenwill listen toyou. Youwill haveagood understandingwithyour
spouse. Youwillalsobealotmorecreativeanddevelopnewinterests.
You will also watch movies and intemet for entertainment. Your
business will show signs of revival. Those who are unemployed for a
longtimewill getjoboffers.Yourtimewill be spentintravel, readingand
meeting new people. Thetime is appropriate to start new projects. In
yourwork you will do something that will make everyonej>raise your
efforts. Becarefulofyourenemiesanddonttrust strangers.
Scorpio: (October24- November22)
Your dialogue with people will improve. You will have financial gains.
The circle of friends and contacts will increase. You will also spend

. quality ime with your family members. Relations with spous&!ﬁ&gr

will becordial. YouvH getjob/business opportunities. Hie timeisquite

gBp appropriatefor finandal dealings. Youwillalso completeyourpending
official work. The attitude of your partner will keep your hopes alive.
*m” Those you are unmarriedwill planto getmarried. Inyourdomesticlife

youwill dosomething thatwill make everyoneto praise you. Therewill
bechange inyour lifestyle whichwill mekeyoufeel happy. Youwillalso
borrowmoney.
Sagittarius:(November23- December23)
Itis going to be a week you will fuffill your obligations with diligence.
Your involvementin official matterswill increase. Yourfinancial posi-
tionwill getbetter. You will getinvolved in newprojects. Youwill make
contracts with new people. You will also manage the most difficult
situation with ease. Youwill alsotackledifficult problems with your self
confidence andwill power. Youwill make dedicated effortsto complete
tasksthat had been stalled. Your misunderstanding with partner will
cometo an end. You will have gains in business. There can be some
newbusiness contracts. Youwill come outof domestic problems: The
tideoftime isfavorableforyou. Youwillgetlotoffameandrespect. You
will also set a new goal in your life.
Capricom: (December22-January 20)
Itistime to make best useof averyfavorabletime period. Studentswill
get resuits according to their expectations. Thosewhoare planningto
getmarniedwill beabletodoso. The placementof SatumandJupiterwil
openthedoorsofprofitsforyou. Yourrelationswithseniorswillbecome
cordialandfromtimeto timeyou will getgoodbenefits. Donottakeany
finandal.decisioninahaste. Youmightrememberanoldinddenceand
willbelostinold good memories. ftwill makeyousentimental abit. You
will witness a sudden jump in your luck. Newjob/business offers will
keep coming. Your colleagueswill helpyou in yourwork.
Aguarius: (January21- February 18)
Thefirsthalfoftheweekisgoingto beverygrandintermsofresults. Your
taskswill getcompleted. Youwill also getyourgovemment relatedjob
% donewithease.Yourhealthwillalsogetbetter. Y ouwillenjoywonderful
M K bondingwith your mate. You will have financial gains. You will regain
your prestige. Youwill also interactwith lotof people. Youwill alsofufill
yourcommitments mede to friends. Youwill befull of self confidence.
Andwill also establish a balance between your eamings and capabili-
ties. Youwill also helpthe needy people. People will take your advice
seriously. Youwill discharge your responsibiliieswithgreatease. You
willwitness general progressinyour life. Travels abroadare indicated.
Pisces: (February 19- March 20)
A special woitwill get done. Itwill make you feel happy. Youwill also
feellightatheart. Theworksthat had been planned will be successfully
completed. Your professional growthwill be phenomenal. Your name
andfame willincrease. Youwill havefinancial gains. Youwill be lucky
in matters of love and romance. Love birds will have awonderful time.
They will develop good understanding. Your superiors will be happy
with yourwork. Your elders will guide you and your path will become
easier. The results of woiksthat is done carefully will be great. Youwill
alsovisityourrelatives. Youwillalso enjoyafeastat someone'shouse.
The time will be spent peacefully with loved ones. The youth will be
enthused. Youwill make more profits inbusinesswithyour intelligence
and capability.

#

Ozone blue at twilight

If you skywatch at dusk, you’ll see a bril-
liant display of colour that captures intense red
tones especially close to the direction of the
setting sun. Since the Sun’s evening light trav-
els through much more of our atmosphere than
when the Sun is higher in the sky, by the time
it reaches us it has lost much of its blue com-
ponent through Rayleigh scattering. If aerosols
are present higher up in the atmosphere - for.
example caused by volcanic eruptions - this can
become far more extended and colourful.

Once the sun is below the horizon, you will
see a strong blue colour in the sky again. This
cannot fully be explained by Rayleigh or Mie
scattering. Instead, this is due to the presence
of ozone (a colourless or pale blue gas), which
does not scatter the light but absorbs it and
breaks it apart.

Its impact is only noticeable when the rays
of the sun have to pass through even more at-
mosphere to reach us (like when it travels from
beyond the horizon). The ozone then strongly
absorbs red and orange light, making the small
amount of light we see in the twilight sky

(SEVEN)

Red and blue-green night

Venture out at night in a place free of light
pollution and its orange sky glow and you might
notice that, despite the lack- of sunlight, the
nighttime sky is not black at all. Instead, we
can sometimes observe what is called air glow,
which is our own atmosphere radiating a faint
light. This is caused by atomte - mainly oxygen
and nitrogen - forming molecules at an altitude
of 100km-300km.

This glow is always present but usually too
faint to see. But it contributes to the sky turning
a very dark red or blue-green colour. You can
capture it with cameras that are more sensitive
than the eye. But at low light levels, our eyes
lose their colour vision and merely see a grey
blackness.

In these ways, the colours of the sky show
us ways light can interact with our atmosphere.
And through this science, we’ve even learnt
how to recognise and explore signs of life in
the skies of planets beyond our solar system
(exo-planets) by analysing the light from them.
Traces of an atmosphere were first measured in
2001 for the exoplanet HD 209458 b - sometimes
called Osiris > in the constellation of Pegasus.
In 2019, scientists even discovered traces of
water in the atmosphere of an exoplanet (K2-18
b) that has temperatures that could support life
as we know it. (The Conversation)

.. Career option In
Habitat Management

By Ranjan K Baruah
e have published differ-

ent articles related to

conservation and man-
agement of natural resources. In
today’s edition we shall publish
about habitat management or
conservation as the habitat is
important for every living being
on earth be it flora or fauna. The
United Nations designated the
first Monday of October of every
year as World Habitat Day to re-
on the state of our habitats,
and on the basic right of all to
adequate shelter. The Day is also
intended to remind the world that
we all have the power and the
responsibility to shape the future
of our cities and towns. In 1985
the United Nations designated the
first Monday of October every
year as World Habitat Day. This
year the day is observed on 4th
October.

The theme for this year’s World
Habitat Day is Accelerating urban
action for a carbon-free world.
The theme recognizes that cit-
ies are responsible for some 70
percent of global carbon dioxide
emissions with transport, build-
ings, energy, and waste manage-
ment accounting for the bulk of
urban greenhouse gas emissions.
Events and activities during
World Habitat Day will explore
how national, regional and local
governments and organizations,
communities, academic institu-
tions, the private sector and all
relevant stakeholders can work
together to create sustainable,
carbon-neutral, inclusive cities
and towns.

When it comes to habitat then
terms that come to our mind in-
clude forests, coast and marines,
grasslands, farmlands, mountains,
freshwater rivers or lakes, urban
cities and towns, etc. We must
understand the importance of all
habitats as that would give us an
idea to choose a career in this
field. As we have seen climate
change as the most serious con-
cern, we can think of activities

related to habitat management
which also helps us in combating
climate change.

There are courses related to
habitat management but there are
courses which can be opted by as-
pirants if they want to work in the
field of habitat management.

Habitat management is mostly
about land management. In this
career option students learn
how to analyze and manage the
complex ecology of an area for
multi-species habitat in the face
of disturbance and multiple uses.
Aspirants may study life sciences,
geography, soil science, ecology,
eco restoration, etc. People from
science backgrounds are eligible
to take up special courses. There
are few short-term courses which
are allowed for students from oth-
er streams apart from science.

There are many agencies around
the world working in the field of
habitat restoration or manage-
ment. When we mention habitat
restoration it also means an op-
portunity to work for the wildlife

or other flora and fauna which are
important for our bio diversity.

This year’s Habitat Day’s
theme brings more opportunity
for urban planners who can plan
in such a way that carbon foot-
print is minimised. Carbon-free
world is a challenge but it needs
innovation to make it happen
where aspirants from engineering
or technical background may take
opportunity.

Working for habitat manage-
ment to make our habitat carbon
free is a new area which needs to
be explored as this will ensure
sustainable development for us.
As these are new areas of work-
ing, we need to explore more
about it and we can work for dif-
ferent international agencies or
nongovernmental organisations.
There are few short-term online
courses which give an idea about
these new areas of work.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@ gmail. com)
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“Common sense is the collection of
prejudices acquired by age eighteen. 7

— Albert Einstein
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Rich Asians, poor Indians

TWO top industrialists from Gujarat, though
controversial, have raised India’s pride through
their positioning at the top ofthe Richest Asians
list by a wealth tracking agency. While billion-
aire Mukesh Ambani retained the top position,
Gautam Adani edged closer to him and took
the second richest Asian slot. In the process,
he outwitted top Chinese businessman Zhong
Shanshan, who made his money mainly from the
bottled water business. The listing done by 11FL
Wealth Management Indiawas the 10th in a se-
ries. The survey also noted that India has as high
as 1,007 high networth individuals, each carry-
ing with them a wealth of over Rs 1,000 crore;
and 13 of them hold over Rs 1 lakh crore each.
An Oxfam report recently stated that 10 percent
of Indians hold 75 percent ofthe nation’s wealth.
It is well-established that the gap between the
rich and poor in India is steadily widening and
governmental policies are manipulated in ways
that would facilitate this. Most of those in the
rich-list are based in Mumbai and Delhi, the two
cities where economic and business activities
are of the highest order. Fact is also that Delhi
steadily absorbed larger economic clout while
Mumbai saw activities slowing. Delhi as the ad-
ministrative capital helped in the growth of the
business class there in the age of free-wheeling
corruption and slush funds.

Other than the IT industry, and the spirit of
enterprise apart, the business growth in India
is happening largely with the selective backing
and policy manipulations by the governments in
power. The Tatas and the Parsi community asa
whole brought with them wealth from outside
and crafted success with Mumbai as their base.
They invested in textile mills, steel, etc, giving
these sectors the initial fillip. The Birlas based in
Delhi grew with patronage o f Congress govern-
ments; and the Ambanis of the next generation
too followed suit since Indira Gandhi’s terms.
The Adani group too grew with governmental
backing all along. Those like the Mittals made
huge fortunes in the UK. The IT tzars took ad-
vantage ofthe global growth in the information
technology sector and played by the rules. Inthe
age pastthe Socialistic pursuits, India is encour-
aging entrepreneurship. Yet, the manufacturing
sector, for one, is down in the dumps with our
deadly dependence on China. Things would
have been better had corruption and nepotism
been less, and deals transparent, so that more
people would have been encouraged to create
big success stories. 1fso, not individuals alone
but India too would have grown more rapidly.

First tribal
lady Chief
Secretary

Editor,

| read with pride and joy
your OP-ed piece on the
selection of Kong Rebecca
Suchiang as the new Chief
Secretary of Meghalaya
(Oct. 1,2021). 1 very much
agree with the sentiments
expressed in your piece and
also in the letter to the editor
from Glenn Kharkongor on
the very same subject (Oct.
2,2021). In my own experi-
ence around the world and
supported by the research ci-
tation of Glenn Kharkongor,
I am convinced that women
must be given atransforming
role to play in a world that
has been afflicted for too
long with patriarchal values
which are increasingly mar-
ginalising our traditional
values ofcaring, sharing and
consensus building.

NESFAS and the people
of Nongtraw, East Khasi
Hills District were given
an international Award by
the Hallbars Sustainability
Research Organisation of
Sweden for contributing to

the best Sustainability Book
02021 which was published
by FAO and which contains
a study of the Indigenous
Food Systems of Nongtraw.
The Study highlights the
strengths of the local in-
digenous food systems in
Nongtraw as well as some
ofthe challenges these local
food systems are increas-
ingly facing. The Report
however specially brought
outthe unique practice ofthe
Nongtraw Village Council
where women are Executive
Committee Members of the
Durbar. The Study also re-
ported the sense ofwellbeing
and inter-connectedness in
the village because of good
local governance.

With Ms Rebecca Su-
chiang and her strategic
thoughts of focussing her
attention on education, health
and for meeting the “leaving
no one behind” goal of the
SDGs, | hope we will be able
to develop transforming poli-
cies at the State, Autonomous
District Council and Village
levels to give women their
inalienable right to be part
of the governance of our
Dorbar Shnong. Let us try
to start this transformation
and movement with our first

Understanding the Instrument Round The States
of Accession In India

Discussion on the Instru-
ment of Accession signed by
the Indian native States for
joining the modem Indian
Democratic Republic has
always been an interesting
engagement. For aproperun-
derstanding of this complex
issue, we need to go into the
historical and constitutional
implications of this Instru-
ment. The British ruled India
through two administrative
systems: The British Prov-
inces which were directly
administered by the colonial
Government ofBritish India;
and the Princely States which
were ruled by native rulers,
but were tied through a sys-
tem of subsidiary alliances
to the British Crown. There
were 565 Princely States in
India during the period of
British rule. About 60 per
cent of the territory of India
was under British India, and
40 per centunder the Princely
States.

In the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills, the British misunder-
stood the Khasi Syiems as
Kings or Rajas with supreme
territorial authority. Hence,
the Syiems were addressed as
‘Rajas’in all agreements, for-
merly signed with the British.
But from 1867 onwards the
Syiems ceased to be classed
as Rajas and the title ‘Syiem’
was officially recognized.
In Khasi traditions, the real
authority in a Khasi State was
the Dorbar (council) of the
heads of the clans called the
Lyngdohs or Bakhraws ofin-
dependent villages or Raids,
who established the Hima.
The Syiem was installed by
the Bakhraws to function as
a figurehead and a rallying
moral centre. But through
agreements and administra-
tive actions, the colonial
rulers drastically reduced
the authority and status of
the Bakhraws, and raised the
authority and status of the
Syiems unprecedentedly for
their pwn colonial interests.
Moreover, the authority and
power ofthe Syiems over the
people in the Khasi States
were strongly protected by
the British Government.
There are documentary evi-
dences to show that all ef-
forts had been used by the
colonial rulers to put down
people’s resistance to the
increasing power and author-
ity of the Syiems. As seen
from available documents,
the British colonial officers
had provided the Syiems of
the major Khasi States with
royal attires, guns, swords,
Mauser Rifles, Mauser Auto-
matic Pistols, Double-Barrel
Breech Loading combined
guns and rifles. These arms
were evidently not for fight-
ing against external enemies,
but to impress the authority
of the Syiem in relation to
the people.

The Indian Independence
Act, 1947,proclaiming the
Paramountcy of the British
Crown over the Princely
States stood automatically
terminated with effect from
August 15th 1947.AU rights
surrendered by the States to

tribal lady Chief Secretary.
Yours etc.,
Phrang Roy
Via email

On mockery of
education

Editor,

I am new to Pine Mount
School as my daughterjoined
this prestigious Institute only
this year in June for her
class eleven (11) in Humani-
ties. Right from the start of
the session in the month of
June till date, classes in all
subjects (Political Science,
Economics, History, English
and Sociology) go on very
systematically and regularly
from Monday to Friday and
from 8.30 am to 1.50 pm
through an online platform
(google meet). I am happy
with the way the teachers
have taken their jobs seri-
ously in conducting classes,
class tests and assignments
and | see that my daughter
gets everything that a teacher
could offer. I cannot speak
for other classes but if what
was written in the letters to
the editor on September 30,
2021 is true since then | do
not have the time to do a

By Fabian Lyngdoh

the Paramount power would
go back to them, and that
Paramountcy could not be
transferred to the Indian
Union. This implicitly meant
thatthe Princely States would
be completely free to become
sovereign States or to join
with India or Pakistan. But
the Congress under Nehru’s
leadership clearly expressed
that Independent Indiawould
notacceptthe Divine Right of
Kings, and that any Princely
State which refused to join
the Constituent Assembly
would be treated as an enemy
State. He also made it known
that no Princely State could
prevail militarily against the
army of Independent India.

The Interim Government
setup a Ministry to deal with
the problem of Indian States,
with Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel as the Minister in charge
alongwith V. P. Menon as the
Secretary. With the exception
ofHyderabad, Junagarh, and
Jammu and Kashmir, Sardar
Patel was able to persuade all
the 562 Indian States to sign
the Instrument of Accession.
Butby force ofcircumstances
or by coercion all the States
ultimately signed the Instru-
ment of Accession.

Coming to the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, available docu-
ments show that the process
of integration of the Khasi
States to the Indian Union
was coloured by a nasty tug-
of-war between two parties
with opposing ideologies.
On one side, the Federa-
tion of Khasi States led by
the traditional rulers argued
that from time immemorial,
the land has been ruled by
indigenous democratic Syi-
ems, Lyngdohs, and Sirdars
who are not hereditary, but
elected by the people (?).
Moreover, they expressed
that the traditional rulers,
who they claimed to be fully
democratic in nature, had for
so ldng been eiysying all the
rights and privileges under
the British rule.ltwas argued
that the Sixth Schedule does
not guarantee the traditional
rights and privileges of the
Khasi people.Hence, they
fought for the continuance
of these traditional heredi-
tary institutions as well as
the protection oftheir sacred
rights and special privileges.
From December 15, 1947
onwards all the Khasi Chiefs
signed the Instrument of
Accession on behalf of their
own respective States.On the
other side, the United Khasi
Jaintia Federated National
Conference, led by Rev. J J
M Nichols Roy advocated for
the union ofthe Khasi States
and the British Areas into one
United Khasi Jaintia State
through a popularly elected
democratic structure, and
vied for a separate United
Khasi Jaintia State under the
Constitution of India.

Rev. Nichols Roy had
opined that the Federation of
Khasi States did not have any
legal cohesion. This is true

proper research or investiga-

tion, but as far as class 11 is

concerned, it is not true. In

fact | laud the teachers who

have marvelously fulfilled
their responsibilities.

Yours etc.,

Bashida Massar,

Via email

Basic necessity
at stake

Editor,

The residents of Laitu-
mkhrah area are faced with
severe problems due to unre-
liable drinking water supply
since the last two months. It
is expected that the authori-
ties concerned are well-aware
that the supply of safe drink-
ing water is a basic necessity.
If so, then why is the supply
ofwater stopped after almost
every three days in a week
and sadly the authorities
seem to be clueless. If there
is a technical problem in the
main feeder line then the
residents can always expect
that the supply would be re-
stored in the concerned water
reservoirs by the municipal
tankers. Otherwise the neces-
sity of keeping those tankers
is questionable. It may be re-

called that in September 2021
there was a stoppage ofwater
for long nine days and on an
average the water taps suffer
a drought these days for 3 to
4 days at a stretch every week
which has almost become a
regular feature. Even ifwater
comes, which is one time a
day, it only lasts for 20 to 25
minutes. Thus on behalf of
all the residents of the local-
ity | appeal to the concerned
authorities to kindly look into
the matter and find a solution
in whatever way possible
and restore regular supply
of safe drinking water at the
earliest.
Yours etc.,
B.Dhar
Shillong- 3

NEHU fails
its students

Editor,

The students of North
Eastern Hill University,
Shillong have to face the
odds of not being able to
submit their applications to
universities abroad and even
within India for pursuing
doctoral studies and other
higher educational courses.
Most of the American and

European universities have
completed their round one
deadline for submission of
applications. Meanwhile,
here in NEHU, post graduate
students are still awaiting
to receive their registration
card, provisional degree cer-
tificate, academic transcripts,
etc. Even to apply for these
certificates one has to down-
load the form and submit it
physically at the concerned
department All these could
have been done away with, if
arrangements for online sub-
mission were made available
that would have rendered the
process as more efficient and
time-bound. Being a Central
University of the State it
has the potential to improve
upon its IT infrastructure and
it would not be wrong for the
students to at least expect
better service delivery. The
concerns of the aggrieved
students need to be addressed
by the new Vice Chancellor.
NEHU should improve both
its administrative and aca-
demic wings and introduce
innovative means ofworking
and using technology to speed
up various processes related
to students’ welfare.
Yours etc.,
Eamingstone R Sangma,
Via email

By Insaf

Punjab Drama
Political upheaval
atworst

The political drama un-
folding in Punjab relegates
the IPL season to the back-
ground. Navjot Sidhu’s
inconsistent batting in the
Congress has queered the
pitch forthe Grand Old party,
Not only has former Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh
given up his decades-old
Congress membership, but
jeers are being heard all the
way in Delhi, as G-23 starts
demanding from Sonia Gan-
dhi a CWC meeting. The
events indeed have caught
the umpires by surprise.
Amarinder is asked to resign
as CM and he does, Navjot as
PCC President glees and then
sulks putting in his resigna-
tion after a new Chief Min-
ister Charanjit Singh Channi
takes oath. Navjot said he
wouldn’t take back his resig-
nation but Channi says he has
and all is sorted out with the
aim to work together. Ama-
rinder meets Home Minister
Amit Shah soon after and
the political grapewine says
he’s joining the BJP, but as
ofnowno, says the Captain,
The meeting it was said was
to discuss the prolonged
farmer’s agitation.

In all these twists and
turns, the Congress central
leadership in Delhi remains
a silent spectator. However,
a group ofparty leaders who

poll, too had lined up 20
star campaigners, including
Hardeep Puri and Smriti
Irani. And on polling day, it
lodged 13-odd complaints
on malpractices, guess mak-
ing a base for the probable
loss. Be that as it may, the
big question is whether this
by-poll will be the next step
for Election 2024?

Develop LWE States

A vision is not enough,
fast track development is
key to wean away youth
from the Maoists movement,
Oft-heard but reiterated by
Home Minister Amit Shah
at a meeting Mth leader-

" ship of 10 States affected

by Left-Wing Extremism,
adding ‘development hasn’t
reached there...since ifi-
dependence..” Instead of
usual passing the buck, he
would do better by heeding
to States’ request of raising
security-related expendi-
ture and development funds
for LWE districts on the
principle of ‘cooperative
federalism.” As Jharkhand
Chief Minister Soren put
it: both Centre and States
have to deal with the prob-
lem; till now bills of Rs
10,000 crore has been raised
against the State and these
should be written off; Centre
should in future decide not
to send such bills to State
governments including AP,
Maharashtra, Odisha, West
Bengal, Telangana, Bihar,
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Of Platitudes & Symbolisms
LIKE every other observance in this country,
Gandhi Jayanti - the birthday of Mahatma
Gandhi comes and goes without much impact
on the minds and hearts of people. The Swachh
Bharat campaign was launched by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on October 2014 with much
fanfare with the intent of bringing a modicum
ofcleanliness in this country where dirt and filth
are strewn carelessly everywhere and fecal mat-
ter emptied into rivers. The concept of Swachh
Bharat is to provide sanitation facilities to every
family, including toilets, solid and liquid waste
disposal systems, village cleanliness, and safe
and adequate drinking water supply. Modi’s
fervent appeal in 2014 was that the above mis-
sion was to be achieved by 2019 as a befitting
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, on his 150th birth
anniversary. Its now 2021 but the impact is
hardly visible; not in Meghalaya’s capital of

Shillong.

Prime Minister Modi had said that the Swachh
Bharat mission is beyond politics and should be
inspired by patriotism and not politics. He also
asked people to pledge 'na main gandagi ka-
roonga, na main gandagi kame doonga’ (I shall
not litter and wontallow anyone to do so). Modi
emphasized that the Swachh Bharat Campaign is
notjust a slogan, but a civic responsibility. But
government-run missions tend to be reduced
to symbolic gestures. A travel to the any of the
villages will see signboards galore announcing
thatthe village is open defecation free (ODF) as
if merely putting up the signboard is enough to
engineer behavioral change in people who don’t
understand why the idea of open defecation is
the worst unhygienic practice. The problem

ff'vth government

ifcat Jfeey are

target oriented but don’t look at sustainabil-
ity. Awareness creation has no time-lime. It’s
an ongoing process, in the same manner that
education is a life-long process. The message
has to be bombarded repeatedly and if people
intentionally violate regulations, then a fine is
the only way to deal with belligerence.

This year too Gandhi Jayanti saw several
groups emerging to clean up localities and even
rivers as ifa one-day symbolic gesture will keep
the rivers and the city itselfclean. This is artifice
at its worst and the photo-ops and media blitz-
krieg on such occasions are intended to mislead.
It might give the people involved in such one
day gestures amomentary sense o fachievement
but it does nothing at all for the environment
because those involved in the dirtying process
are not part of the cleaning up. How to infuse
civic responsibility in every citizen should be
the goal of Swachh Bharat.

, i IJTeN Id THI" | <11"e

LLack of social
& educational
motivation for
UPSC exams

Editor,

‘Go to school to know
how to write love letter and
to propose to a girl’ (khie
leit skul tang-ban nang ban
thoh shithi samla ban phah
kylli kynthei), my mother
told me in my early days of
schooling. Likewise, there
are many people from ru-
ral backgrounds who go
to school with the same
intention. If such is the un-
derstanding of the society
regarding the children’s edu-
cation, how can we expectto
produce local IAS officers?
Who can motivate them
to appear for competitive
exams? Is our common so-
ciety aware of such exams?
In feet, when we were asked
our aims in life during our
school days, our usual re-
sponse as kids were teacher,
taxi driver, nurse, doctor
etc. None of were aware of
the civil services (1AS, IFS,
IPS) as a profession. Ifsuch

was the situation, how can
we produce such officers
from our local community? |
strongly believe that such at-
titudes are still common even
today. Perhaps only people
in the city are mpre aware of
the competitive exams.

I remember asking stu-
dents in Nagaland about their
aims in life, their common
response was IAS and IPS.
Therefore, is our education
system wrong, that our lo-
cal kids are not formed to
aim for such a profession
in life? The appointment of
Ms. Rebecca Suchiang as the
new ChiefSecretary (CS) of
Meghalaya will certainly en-
courage many locals to strive
for UPSC exams. In fact, she
herselfin herfirstappearance
tothe local news channels as
the new CS encouraged the
local people to strive for
public exams and added that
UPSC is not tough provided
people work hard and allo-
cate certain number ofhours
ofstudy every day. However,
as a general observation lo-
cal people are less likely to
attempt such public exams
and many ended up with
the preliminary stage (first
attempt).

The Government of India
(Gol) announced an Agri-
culture Infrastructure Fund
(AIF) in May 2020 to invest
Rs 1 lakh crore over the next
decade to build specific infra-
structure connected to the ag-
riculture sector. An amount
ofRs. 190 crore was allocated
to the State of Meghalayato
implement the scheme during
2020-21. The principal idea
of the Fund is to create or
modernize agriculture value
chains in the country. Most
central government schemes
are either grant-driven or
subsidy-driven, but the AIF
is different from them in that
it changes the model to a
debt-driven one - the Govern-
ment being a facilitator now
instead ofbeing a patronizing
provider.

Since Agriculture is

a priority sector in India,
the Banks are being gently
nudged by the AIF to kick
up the infrastructure creation
in the country through two
handles: (i) an interest
subvention approach
and (ii) providing credit
guarantees to the Banks.
The Gol will bear these
costs to safeguard the
project viability, and
banks' bottom lines
are not hurt. The AIF
is a liberal scheme to
support the farmer-en-
trepreneurs, start-ups,
FPOs, SHGs, Coop-
erative Societies to avail
medium to long-term
loans from the Banks
with an interest subven-
tion of 3% for project?
up to Rs.2.00 crore.

Typically, agri-
culture infrastructure
means irrigation, rural roads,
transportation machinery,
greenhouses, warehouses,
post-hafvest infrastructure
like"cOld'chakfB” innovative
and precision agriculture
infrastructure, financial in-
stitutions, information and
communication services,
markets, and renewable en-
ergy structures. AIF gives a
special thrust on developing
post-harvest infrastructure
on the premise that such a
value-addition will tilt the
scales favouring the farmers.
However, any unique idea
specific to the State's require-
ment can also be pitched by
the entrepreneurs.

The AIF is well-founded
also because: (1) Most small
and marginal farmers (>80%
ofMeghalaya's fanners) have
no cash surpluses to build any
such infrastructure on their
own. So, public and private
investments should be mar-
shalled to help the fanning
community (2) Public invest-
ment in Indian agriculture
has beein near stagnant for
decades now. In fact, the pri-
vate sector invests far more
in the agriculture sector than
the state or central govern-
ments put together. Through

PatriciaMukhim’s article
‘A lady Chief Secretary on
Meghalaya’s 49th year’ (ST
October 1,2021) pointed out
that stunting and wasting are
the big challenges to the chil-
dren of Meghalaya which
also affect the cognitive”do-
main. 1f the writer observed
correctly her write-up, men-
tioned that research on local
children found that poverty
and malnutrition affect the
cognitive domain ofchildren
which is where reasoning
and problem solving reside. |
do not agree with her views;
instead in my personal ob-
servation, the lack of soeial
and educational motivation
for UPSC exams is the main
cause for not having more
local 1AS officers.
Yours etc.,
Aiborlang Nongsiej
Mawkyrwat

On grooming
our students

Editor,

During the COVID lock-
down, most of the students
were without school text-
books. As books were not
included as essential items,

Agricultural Infrastructure Fund

A Primer for
eghalaya’s youth

ByK.N.

the AIF, the Government
wants to bring in fresh private
sector investments into the
agricultural sector. The idea
behind this Fund seems to
cut down the inefficiencies of
routing the subsidies through
the formal government chan-
nels, which to my mind, are
incalculably high.

The perceived benefits of
the AIF are multiple: (1) A
survey report indicates that
our fanners are unable to sell
up to 40% of their produce.
When marketing infrastruc-
ture becomes available to
the farmers, they may sell
directly to a broader group
of consumers, and hence
they may getbettervalue. (2)
When investments material-
ize in logistics infrastructure
in the form of cold chains
or warehouses, post-harvest
losses will most certainly
come down, andthe problem
of intermediaries will be re-

duced. (3) The farmers will
be able to time the markets
ahd sell atthe bestprices. (4)
The;Goyenuaenijvitt.havs,
ensured* better targeting of
the priority sector lending.
(5) Wastages of agricultural
produce will decrease (6)
Agri entrepreneurs and start-
ups will push for innovation
in the agriculture sectof by
leveraging new technolo-
gies, including the Internet
of Tilings, Artificial Intelli-
gence, etc. It will also create
avenues for better collabora-
tion between entrepreneurs
and farmers. (6) With Credit
Guarantee, incentive and in-
terest subvention, Banks will
lend with lower risk and (7)
The consumerswill also ben-
efit because of better quality
and lower prices.

For the benefit of the
young readers who want to
avail a loan under the AIF,
I will briefly explain the
process for obtaining a loan:
(1) The Gol has created an
institution by the name 'Na-
tional Agriculture Infra Fi-
nancing Facility' to facilitate
the application process. (2)
To begin with, an applicant
has to register on the Online

none of the bookstalls were
allowed to open. Many
teachers and concerned par-
ents had also come forward
to air their concerns through
this leading daily. Truly,
"idleness" of the mind for
long stretches has taken a
heavy toll on the minds of
the students. COVID might
have now receded but die
psychological wounds will
definitely take a longer time
to heal. However, here the
SSA management in Me-
ghalaya deserves apprecia-
tion for supplying free text
books particularly for the
core-subjects to students
across the state by the middle
of February 2021. This has
indeed turned out to be a sal-
vation for students following
the MBOSE syllabus.
However, some Hindi
teachers and parents lament-
ed because they found itvery
hard to teach the students
the Hindi language during
the lockdown without the
books. Some say since the
students from the MBOSE
affiliated schools hardly pur-
chase Hindi textbooks from
the market, most of them
have notread or even written
a single sentence in the last

Kumar

portal of the National Agri-
culture Infra Financing Fa-
cility (NAIFF) (https://agri-
infra.dac.gov.in/) (3) Upon
receiving the credentials,
loan application should be
submitted online by filling an
application form available on
the portal and uploading the
soft copy of Detailed Project
Report (DPR) (4) The Gov-
ernment ofIndiawill send the
application along with DPR
to the Bank. The Bank and
the branch may be opted by
the applicant (5) The Bank
will appraise the project and
decide to sanction the loan
or otherwise, based on the
project’s viability. (6) If the
loan is sanctioned, funds will
be transferred directly to the
beneficiary's bank account.
The time taken for complet-
ing the process is sixty days
(7) Post the loan disbursal to
the beneficiary by the Bank,
the interest subvention and

credit guarantee fee will be
released by the GQI to the
Bank andthe CGTMSE. The
interest, fflte may..vary, bei,
tween the Banks, butno bank
can charge more than 9%.
The portal gives details about
the lending rates of various
Banks, so the entrepreneurs
make the correct choice. No
collateral isrequired because
the credit guarantee is given
by the Government of India.
Beneficiary contribution is
10% of the project cost.
Since the interest subvention
is credited by the Government
ofIndiaimmediately afterthe
Bank disburses the loan, the
beneficiary is charged only
the residual interest. Also,
the DPR templates are made
available on the website, so
potential entrepreneurs can
take advantage ofthem while
preparing their projects.

One good feature of the
AIF is that it is a top-up
scheme combined with other
state and central government
schemes. Therefore, any
grant or subsidy available
under any present or future
scheme of the Central/State
government can be availed
for projects in addition to

one and halfyears. But they
all got promoted to the high-
er classes in 2020 and the
same will happen in 2021.
Another teacher who did not
wish to be named said that
by neglecting the teaching of
Hindi and not providing free
Hindi textbooks under SSA
the Government is affecting
the careers oftribal students
should they choose to go out
ofthe state to pursue higher
studies.

Needless td say, our tribal
students perform abysmally
in Hindi and often find it
very hard to measure up to
students fromthe plain areas.
This fact often comes in the
news. The lack of Hindi
communicative skillsamong
the students invariably stands
as abig impediment in many
respects. |1 have met with
several political leaders and
bureaucrats who deeply re-
gretted not having even the
basic working knowledge of
this link language. However,
very interestingly, we can
take pride in our Chief Min-
ister Shri Conrad Sangma,
including the previous CM
Dr Mukul Sangma, who
not only speak but they
deliver the speeches in flu-

the financing under the Agri-
culture Infrastructure Fund.
Furthermore, the repayment
period covered under the fi-
nancing facility will be for a
maximum of 7 years, includ-
ing the moratorium period of
up to 2 years. Twenty-four
per cent of the total funds
available under the scheme
should be utilized for SC/ST
entrepreneurs (16% for SC
and 8% for ST). Besides this,
lending institutions would
ensure adequate coverage
of entrepreneurs belonging
to women and other weaker
segments of society to ensure
that the benefits ofimplemen-
tation are inclusive.

The NAIFF has already
received 11,165 applications,
and Rs 5004 crore have since
been sanctioned. Regret-
tably, in Meghalaya, only
one sanction has been issued
so far, that too for a meagre
amount of Rs. 15 lakhs, for
a Mustard Oil Expeller in
the West Garo Hills district.
The poor response is be-

cause (1) low awareness
aboutdie AIF among the
stakeholders, and that is
because there have not
been many efforts to
organize workshops or
awareness programmes
across the State. This ar-
ticle is an effortto create
such knowledge, so the
number of applications
will go up (2) The pre-
dominant culture among
the youth of the State is
toward receiving grants
and subsidies but not
so much to build enter-
prises. However, oflate,
this culture is changing
thanksto the momentum
created by Meghalaya
Institute of Entrepreneurship
(MIE) & PRIME (3) Even
when some awareness is gen-
~ated. hmdholding support
wijistijl be requited because,
most applicants would be
first-generation entrepreneurs.
They will benefit immensely
ifsome government organiza-
tion does the handholding of
these applicants end-to-end.
Hence | believe the PRIME
and the Farmers' Commis-
sion should come together
to create an ecosystem of
entrepreneurship through the
AIlF, discussions for which
have begun (4) The com-
mercial Banks do have their
priorities, and the likelihood
of their being proactive to
create entrepreneurship is
low. History is not on their
side. Therefore, a Council
of Bankers can be consti-
tuted by the Commission to
bring both the Bankers and
the Entrepreneurs together.
Meanwhile, the allocation
0fRs.190 crore will lapse by
March 2022. Who will pick
up the challenge?

(The writer is Chair-
man, Meghalaya Farmers'
(Empowerment) Commis-
sion: email upoindia@gmail.
com)

ent, impeccable Hindi. So,
it is always worthwhile to
give little more emphasis on
teaching the subjectthatwill
help raise the capability of
students and thereby enable
them to compete with their
peers in the plain areas. The
current ascendency of Ms.
Rebecca Suchiang as the
Chief Secretary has puffed
up our chests with pride.
However, this state should
groom “more and more”
IAS, IPS, CA, CS,MBBS...
who will notjust come back
and serve in their home state
but also outside the state.
Language communica-
tive skills should not be a
barrier at all. Each student
should be well adorned with
all academic achievements.
The intellectual splendour
ofMeghalaya should spread
all across the country and
beyond its horizons too.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/

authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(alAJr

Promises for
the Masses?

By Joe Oliver Mae Ryan Lyngdoh

And here we are yet again
gearing up for the supposed
hype of choosing our repre-
sentatives aka “elections.”
Another Power Struggle
by so called “Leaders” and
“Representatives” turned
“Esteemed VIPs” - to the
very same people who they
are supposed to serve. Be-
cause why not? They are the
face of the people, the ones
who sit and make decisions
for us the masses (although
we can argue as to who those
so-called decisions actually
benefit).

Wait, did | say “esteemed
VIP’s”? | often wonder why
the term “VIP” is thrown
so casually around in our
country. | mean a doctor, an
army man, a teacher even,
who dedicate their lives to

the people can be respected
as important. But an elected
official who is supposed to
serve us is a VIP? And we
have to knock and cower in
front of their offices when
we actually go and meet
them?

Let me.ask you, you the
Ttetifr bOri#$f*
brought up here in the hum-
ble abode ofclouds- Why are
we such selfish, opportunis-
tic, simplistic idiots?

Idiots! That is who we
are. Why?

Because we see opportu-
nity only for a shortterm. We
are happy being supporters
of these so called “leaders”
for a few weeks (of course
with some perks) and we
love to hear the same mani-
festo again and again- the
promise of jobs, infrastruc-
ture, safety et al (Although
we never see light of any
ofthese).

We don't stop to think-
What can this person do in
the long run? What did he/
she do in the last five years?
Did we gain anything? Or
have we all stooped to a
level of being happy with
the freebies givenfor a short
time?

We do see opportunity,
it’s not that we don’t. But
whatwe see isn’t for the bet-
terment ofeveryone but fora
select few. And maybe this is
engraved in us because most
of us fail to see the larger
picture and are willing to be
happy- momentarily.

And here | thought our
people were better, that we
serve one another. “Ka im
lang ka sah lang, na ka bynta
ka man briew long briew”.
As itturns outwe are selfish
in every sense ofthe word.

We are fools to think that
we are choosing these “rep-
resentatives” to represent us.
We are not choosing a leader
to represent us but we are
handing our rights and needs
t® a single individual who
then utilizes that “represen-
tative” seat to wield power.
Power to do as they please
without any consequences.
If a person who was an ex-
militant who for more than
once has threatened and
held captive the people he
now “assumingly” wants to
“represent” can have a seat
in office whereas you require
a high school certificate,
police verification, a written
test followed by an interview,
for a person to apply and be
qualified for a mere driver’s

job, itmakes you think what
kind of bureaucracy we are
dealing with.

Sure, give a man with
a criminal record a seat to
represent us, but have a
clean, educated and some-

one who can pass the test
and an interview drive the
man around; and that too
if you have “luck” to clear
the exam.

Isn’t this an abuse of
power? All for selfish rea-
sons?

One canonly look at how
much of“assets* these “rep-
resentatives” actually gain
in the few years they sit in
office “assumingly serving”
the people. (Selfish?)

Wake up people! Facts
and figures speak for them-
selves.

Or what about the lavish
festivals we keep on seeing
and enjoying. What actual
benefit do the people get?
Only a few can reap the so-
called benefits. (Covid has
put a dampener on these in
recent times, although one

can counter there are othfr
ways to make a quick buck
even in these times)

No wonder the term
“corrupt” dominates every
household conversation.

We the people are too
simple minded, taking ey-
ery#dnf_ nafms fed”tJane
\lahK? wV don't aftaty4"*&fe
don’t ask questions; we are
content ifwe can survive 91
our own 9-5 even ifitmeans
the rest can drown. We dorijt
see the bigger picture, we
don’t think. If something
works out for the moment,
that’s what we will follow.
But when we see someone
else doing something agd
then prospering, we moye
to our kitchens and quietly
have banters on- illegal imr
migrants, job dissatisfaction;
job-drains and the like; Yo
name it! *

But when the time to
do something for the same
comes, a few will actually
stand while the rest move
to the side-lines. And when
the few who stood fail, quiet
banters start again.

Aren’t we foolish to be
doing that? When we the
people don’t stand up for
our own rights, who will?
Our selfish elected “repre-
sentatives”? The very satfis
people who will use any way
possible to get what they
want or to get the promises
fulfilled to the select few
of their overly zealous fol-
lowers?

But who am 1 to think
along these lines? When
aspiring educators and es-

. tablished well respected

teachers are offered such
meagre pay that it makes you
questionthe value we give to
education?

And yet every time we
hear education as the most
prevalent issue by these so
called “representatives”.

When we give much more
importance to an elected of-
ficial rather than an educa-
tor, | say that we are indeed
fools.

That is why we are “Idi-
ots” heading towards “Idioc-
racy” sooner than later. ;

-From a fellow simplistic,
opportunistic, foolish idiotl

PS- Its high time we also
look into why so many pre-
fer to stay anonymous in
letters in this newspaper.
Maybe because when we
say something that goes
against the so-called idedls
of the masses or if we offer
a critique about the ones
in power, we the ones who
don’t wield that power, and
the ones who still need to
make a living somehow,
need to safeguard our identi-
ties for the fear of backlash
against us.
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Farmers at receiving end
THE Modi Government has obviously given a
long rope to the farmers who have been agitat-

ing against the three farm reform legislations.
The agitation has crossed 10 months, punctu-
ated by a politically loaded nation-wide hartal/
bandh with limited impact a week ago, and the

governmentwas still looking the other way. Yet,
the scenario is worsening at multiple levels, as
is evident from the highly condemnable actofa
SUV running over agitating farmers at Lakhim-
pur Kheri district in Uttar Pradesh. It Killed four
farmers while another four persons lost their
lives in the subsequent protests. Granted that the
running over ofthe SUV on farmers might not

have been a pre-meditated act but the BJP will
have a lot ofexplaining to do as to why such an
incident has happened at all, mainly as the son
ofajunior central minister has been accused of
direct involvement in this unpardonable sin.
The minister’s son denies he was involved,
but accusing fingers are pointed at him. A con-

voy ofBJP vehicles was on its way to receive a

senior state minister, and the SUV ran into the
crowd. Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi, who
attempted a visit to the families o f the bereaved
family and was detained, has asked a pertinent

question, “Why has the “man who did this”
not been arrested; and why the minister, Ajay
Mishra Teni, has not been sacked from the min-
istry. Also pertinent is the poser from Priyanka
Gandhi to Prime Minister Modi, that, “When
the PM sits atthe head ofan Azadi Ki Mahotsav
rally in Lucknow; he mustalso go and meet the
families o fthe bereavedatMHIies?Priyankawas
kept in detention for a full 24 hours and then ar-

rested by the UP police. Left to herselfshe was
not making much of an impact after her entry to
politics. But itwould seem the BJP government
in UP is bent on building for her a larger aura.
In a democracy, she as a senior leader has the
basic right to visit the bereaved fanner families.
Her detention and arrest made no sense.

At this late stage, the Modi government is
also seen to be in amood to accept some of the

demands of the agitating farmers, short of a

wholesale withdrawal ofthe three reform laws.
The farming community would, otherwise, teach

the BJP alesson in the upcoming assembly polls
in Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. Question is, why
has the Centrt? allowed matters to drag so far.

Students at the

receiving end

Editor,
Due to the Covid-19 situ-

ation, schools and colleges
have been shut for months.
Learning has been like a
rollercoaster ride for many
students especially with the
online mode of education.
However, things have got a
little bit better day by day.
Just in the month of August,
the Education Department
of the Government of Me-
ghalaya has announced that
schools can be reopened for
students of classes X and
above and also for colleges.
However, the Government
has given the heads of dif-
ferent institutions the option
to decide on their reopening.
I find this absolutely ri-
diculous onthe government's
part. Firstly, allowing heads
ofinstitutions to decide leads
to a lot of inequality. While
some institutions decided
to reopen, some are still
closed which means halfthe
students are getting better
education through offline
mode while students ofthose
institutions which are still
closed continue to have dif-
ficulties learning everything
online; because let’sbe hon-

est you gain just about as
little as thirty percent of
knowledge through online
mode compared to almost
ninety percent you get from
offline mode.

Secondly, why can't the
Education Department direct
the institutions to reopen
uniformly or are they too
fearful oftaking full respon-
sibility? 1f the Government
which was formed by us, the
people, does notwantto take
responsibility for us, why
did they want power in the
first place? Many students
are frustrated with the deci-
sion ofthe Government and
with their institutions. I, for
one am quite disappointed
because my institution has
still not reopened. Yes on-
line classes are held but it is
not as productive as offline
classes. | often wonder if
my classmates and | are lag-
ging behind because every
day | see students of other
institutions going to their
campuses, getting the proper
form of education while
some of us struggle due to
online classes.

This is an appeal to i)
the Government and ii) the
Heads of Institutions. To the
heads of institutions, please
try to find means of holding
offline classes for all streams

Reading the
Mukul-Pala Conflict

The rift between the Me-
ghalaya Pradesh Congress
Committee president, Vin-
cent H Pala and estranged
Legislature Party leader, Mu-
kul Sangma must have been
ironed out and the saga ofthe
fissure may now be part of
history. The truce may also be
temporary. The intervention
ofthe AICC has placated the
upset former Chief Minister
and convinced the Garo Hills
undisputed leader to work
under the leadership of his
arch rival.

The genesis ofthe public
spectacle traces back to the
announcement of the ap-
pointment ofthe Shillong MP
as the state Congress chief
late last month. He succeeds
the low profile Celestine
Lyngdoh. Now, anyone who
follows Meghalaya politics
knows that the three time
parliamentarian is the best
person to take up the top job
in the state and to lead the
grand old party in the 2023
February Assembly elections
to success. His own party
comrades acknowledge his
prowess. Even the opposition
secretly admit that the engi-
neer-businessman-turned-
politician is the topmost can-
didate to energise the party
that is rather on the back
foot. Mukul Sangma himself
will concede that the most
competent leader at present
is the former Assistant Chief
Engineer who surprisingly
usurped all Congress bigwigs
using his clout to be declared
a Lok Sabha candidate in the
2009 elections. The names
that went round, including
those of veteran MLAs, be-
fore Pala got the nod from
the central leadership, stand
nowhere near his status. Sup-
porters and rivals alike will
agree that the AICC took the
correct decision. A certain
amount of aggressiveness
was displayed in the choice.

The stunned Mukul
Sangma immediately went
in<pQAjm~i)?7°0.P,Sprnpting
speculations of him joining
The All India Trinamool
Congress (TMC) and even
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). He came out of self
isolation stating that he re-
mained in the Congress but
without denying press reports
ofthe speculative shift ofpo-
litical allegiance emphasising
that the differences would be
solved within the four walls
ofthe party.

Then on September 1
social media went agog and
reported that the so called
Gandhi family loyalist was
to defect to the TMC along
with 12 legislators. Reporters
frantically looked for sources
to back their reports. The
shrewd veteran eventually
reaffirmed his intention to
stay put and termed the spec-
ulation to the ‘go the Faleiro
way’ as ‘pre-mature’. Who
knows, tomorrow or next
week or next month or next
year may be the ripe time

whether Science or Com-
merce or Humanities/Arts
because not only students
of the Science stream are
important and require the
offline mode of learning.
Commerce and Humanities
streams arejust as important.
As for the Government, if
you still do not want to take
responsibility just issue an
order to close all the institu-
tions, because only then will
it be fair. Finally I kindly re-
quest the teachers to stop as-
suming that we don't.wantto
sit for their classes so we lie
abouthaving network issues.
Not all of us lie, we really
face connectivity problems
and yes, we get stressed
which severely affects our
mental health when we miss
classes due to our inability to
control the network.
Yours etc.,
A. PNongrum
Via email

Infrastructure
WOES IN new
Shillong township

Editor,

The infrastructure that is
required to sustain a town-
ship is important to the peo-
ple living therein and to their

By Albert Thymiang

to jump the into the TMC
Bandwagon. Pala and Mukul
finally met but without look-
ing each other in the eye.
Uneasiness was too visible.
The claim by some unnamed
Congressmen that the Ampati
strongman was only serving a
notice to the AICC displaying
his even greater sway than the
newly appointed president to
be able to take two-thirds of
the MLAs with him leaving
Pala with only a third, could
be true. Pala, on his part
almost dared his opponent
to join the TMC saying he
would have little time to
prepare for the 2023 polls.

leader than Rahul Gandhi, the
Congress central leadership
had to broker peace between
the two biggest names in the
Meghalaya Congress in New
Delhi on Sunday night. The
volatile party affairs in the
‘Abode of Clouds’may have
come to an end.

Mukul was hot amused
with Pala bringing back for-
mer Congressmen, first RG
Lyngdoh and PN Syiem and
then Billykid A Sangma and
Brigady N Marak back to the
fold. RG Lyngdoh was a suc-
cessful Home Minister who
tamed the HNLC, but was
side-lined during Mukul’s

It could be a disastrous QUiz. Gk iefuadndstarial onLe.
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come. One doubts whether
Songsak, Mukul’s present
constituency would accept
the TMC. Rangsakona too
will be tricky. Due to his
own persona Ampati may re-
turn a TMC legislator. Since
the press found Himalaya
Shangpliang and Mayral-
bom in their residence of
their ‘leader’ it is assumed
they were part of the plot to
engineera considered splitin
the Congress. Will Mawsyn-
ram be open to the TMC?
Will Nongpoh embrace the
‘West Bengal’party?And life
would have come full circle
had Mukul followed the
footsteps of his former bitter
rival, PA Sangma in align-
ing with the TMC. If he had
joined the BJP he would have
eaten back his own words
because he had accused late
PA Sangma of opening the
door for the ‘communal’ BJP
via his party, the NPP.

Politics today is truly
sans ideology. What is the
difference between the Con-
gress and TMC? It isjust a
question of opportunity. And
turncoats from liberal to re-
ligious bigots and vice versa
are common, all for the sake
of greener pastures.

With the Congress fail-
ing to make the ‘humiliated’
80 year old ex-Punjab Chief
Minister, Amarinder Singh
to retire (the Captain had
stated in 2017 pre and post
Assembly polls, “This is my
last election. Let the younger
generation take over”) and
the former Goa Chief Min-
ister and veteran Congress
leader Luizinho Faleirojoin-
ing forces with Mamata Ba-
neijee pledging she is a better

quality of life. However, the
slow developmental pace in
the new Shillong township
area is something to be not-
ed. It is putting the residents
into great difficulties. Forthe
past many years, MePDCL
has been unable to provide
regular and uninterrupted
power supply to the town-
ship. Hardly a day passes
when there is no power
shutdown, whether deliber-
ate or accidental. Two years
ago there was power outage
for 40 hours. For the past
few weeks, there has been a
compulsory random power
outage for several hours in
a day which is making the
lives of people living there
extremely difficult. Be it
household chores or pro-
fessional work, electricity
shutdown has completely
disrupted them. Several at-
tempts to complain about the
power outages have not been
successful as the phones are
not attended to.

What is the point in set-
ting up a new township,
when basic necessities like
electricity are not provided
regularly? Similarly, the
main narrow road in the
township is horrible now
and the vehicle drivers have
to take risks in negotiating
huge potholes on the road.
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His health was the specified
reason but the intention was
probably to checkmate his
popularity. Pala has ended
the son ofPeter Marbaniang’s
13- year political hiatus. PN
Syiem, Mukul’s beta-noire
was at a lengthy battle with
his Chief Minister on the
dual office issue involv-
ing even court cases. The
then Mawsynram MLA was
eventually freezed out in
favour ofbureaucratand IAS
nominated officer, Himalaya
Shangpliang. Amongthe two
former legislators in Garo
Hills who have made their
home-coming, one was al-
legedly a dummy candidate
ofthe present Congress bPSS,
against a Congre's'sfcamiid& fe'
(read Mukul’s nominee) in
the 2013 elections in North
Garo Hills. Congress candi-
dates that year Were chosen
based on the basis of family
ties. Billykid A Sangma, ex
TuraMLAtoo had irreconcil-
able differences with Mukul
and had to contest elections
independently or under the
BJP flag.

Now the 2023 polls could
be interesting in South Tura.
In all likelihood we will see
a triangular contest among
the Chief Minister, Con-
rad Sangma (NPP), Tura
MDC Bernard N Sangma
(BJP) and Billykid A Sangma
(Congress). Conrad won the
2018 South Tura by-election
comfortably thanks to the
support of Bernard and Bil-
lykid. However, his status-
had eroded, when in April
this year, Bernard defeated
the NPP candidate in the
MDC elections. Billykid, an
MLA prior to 2008 had lost

The sides of the road were
quickly broadened last year
but no work has been initi-
ated in the last one year to
pave the road which is in a
mess now. Water supply is of
course another story which
perhaps may take decades to
reach here. In summary, the
township has little to offer
to the people given the poor
infrastructure development
concerning electricity, road
and water supply which the
State has failed to seriously
consider as its priority.
Yours etc.,
H. Singh,
Shillong

Bane of
plastics

Editor

Plastics constitute an im-
portant place in our modem
life across the globe. If we
take a look around us we
will find at least 10 differ-
ent items made of plastics
inside our home. It has trans-
formed into apart and parcel
of our life; however, little
do we realize how plastics
products are entering our
oceans and destroying our
marine ecosystems. Due to
poor management of solid
waste products as well as

to PA Sangma by 2,825 votes,
onthe yearthe senior Sangma
returned to state politics. But
the ‘no Kid’ politician still
has a following. Ifhe wins in
2023 and the Congress comes
back to power under Pala,
the Tura man will surely be
a Minister.

Deborah C. Marak is an-
other politician who sees
an opportunity under Pala’s
leadership. The former cabi-
net minister in the Mukul
government lostthe William-
nagar seat in the last election
complaining thatarebel Con-
gress candidate was putup by
the leadership to sabotage her
chances. So, the disgruntled
Congress workers in Garo
Hills are enthused with Pala
at the helm of the party. At
the cost of being repetitive
one can see quite clearly that
the best bet for the post ofMe-
ghalaya Congress President
is Vincent Pala for the whole
state. Any other choice would
have had the Congress strug-
gling much more to win the
2023 polls. Objectively, he is
the most acceptable leader to
unite both the Khasi-Jaintia
and Garo Hills tribes, as Mu-
kul himself desires.

Pala has reiterated that
he has no plans to contest the
2023 elections but was also
quick to add that if the party
insists he will not shy away
from doing so. The options
are wide open. As one sees
it the parliamentarian will
be in the fray. If his party
returns with a majority or
comes somewhere close, he
as a consensus ChiefMinister
candidate, could be a reality.
In the 2024 parliamentary
election he could put up one
of the recent returnees. With
his influence as ‘Chief Min-
ister’ and multi-time MP his
candidate could seal an easy
victor who could be heading
to Delhi. No wonder Mukul
sees red and his role in the
state politics will likely be
dffpolished. Ajust reqaw for
the tale created!

The by-elections to vacant
Mawryngkneng, Mawphlang
and Rajabala seats is a pre-
lude to 2023. 1fthe Congress
retains Mawryngkneng and
Phulbari and Kennedy Khy-
riem stops footballer and son
of late SK Sunn, Eugeneson
Lyngdoh, Palawill be upbeat.
But if a poor show emerges
his position will take a beat-
ing and he will have to put
in more than 100 per cent
effort. His ambition could
be derailed. Mawryngkneng
will also be a test for Charles
Pyngrope as he himself and
his deceased son, David
Nongrum both represented
the constituency in the past.
Rajabala will test Mukul
Sangma as well. A victory
will enhance and a loss will
diminish his reputation.

Hope you have read the
Mukul-Pala saga.

(Email: albert, thyr-
niang74@gmail.com)

loopholes in our recycling
system; the bulk of waste
plastic products are find-
ing their way into our seas
and oceans. Dumping of
plastic waste directly into
the marine environment has
also turned diastrous. Sev-
eral marine birds, mammals,
turtles, fishes as well as in-
vertebrates have been found
to consume microplastics di-
rectly or indirectly from their
surrounding environment.
This is killing them in large
numbers through the process
of bioaccumulation, as well
as deposition ofplastic waste
on surface water blocking
sunlight damaging produc-
tion of phytoplanktons and
zooplanktons. This in turn
has serious consequences on
the marine food chains and
webs with disastrous short
and long term impacts on
our highly sensitive marine
ecosystem.
Yours etc.,
Saikat Kumar Basu
Lethbridge Alberta
Canada

Articles and letters
appearing on.this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

AKA-Ma_hotsav
Telecom journey

- from elite
to essential

By Dilip Singh

Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav (AKA-Mohatsav) i$ an
initiative ofthe Government
of India to celebrate and
commemorate 75 years of
progressive India and the
glorious history ofits people,
culture and achievements.
One of the oldest and most
vital sectors ofthe country is
the Department of Telecom-
munications. It’s the most
progressive sector not only
in India but beyond and of-
fers robust services in highly
undulating geographies at
reasonably low tariffs. The
history of Indian Telecom-
munication Sector began
in 1851 when the British
Government laid down the
first operational landlines in
Kolkata. The British started
telecom services for their
own ease of administration
and military control. We
have had traditional ways
and means to communicate
our concerns either through
newspapers or via tangible
objects / artifacts. The meth-
od of communications used
in Quit Indiamovement was
like encoded information
in roti and flowers, passed
around to other nationalist.
The message is decoded
and action plan,executed
accordingly.

Telecommunications
penetrate without hurdle
of physical, political and
geographical boundaries.
It works indiscriminately
in all socio-geo-economic
spheres with the ultimate
aims of reaching the hearts
ofmillions of people across
urban and rural areas, rich
and poor, high or low so-
cial status etc. In the ongo-
ing covid-19 pandemic it’s
the telecom sector which
actively helped people to
feel socially connected
while remaining physically
distant. It’s the telecom or
digital connectivity which
fosters ioveancjthappi”s
in times of crisis by facili-
tating celebration of online
family functions, marriages
and birthday celebrations,
education etc. Hence tele-
com has transformed life and
lifestyles while Covid-19
has taken away the lives and
livelihoods of people.

In times of crisis, when
people have connectivity
they have been socio-psy-
chologically comfortable
while those devoid of con-
nectivity are facing multiple
challenges like livelihoods,
education, loss of unskilled
labour jobs as compared
to other job workers who
have been working from
home via use oftechnology.
Digital divide badly affects
rural Meghalaya, where
approximately 1164 census
villages have been left digi-
tally uncovered out of 6459
villages of Meghalaya as per
available official records of
Department of Telecommu-
nications, North EastLicens-
ing Service Area (NELSA)
Shillong, till August 2021.

One of the objectives of
the Government of India
is that no one should be
left uncovered by telecom-
munications services. On
the similar lines the state
government also prepared a
road map under the Shillong
declaration in 2019. The
Shillong Declaration talks
about the improvement of
communications connectiv-
ity in Northeast States by
addressing issue of Tele-
communications and imple-
menting a comprehensive
development plan.

North East Region (NER)
is the one of the lowest in
infrastructure investment, al-
though ithas huge potentials
which need to be actualized.
For fuller realization we
need to have a seamless flow
of digital connectivity. The
biggest constraints in this re-
gard is the geography ofthe
regionwhich is highly undu-
lating. In the hilly areas only
installing mobile towers is
insufficient for seamless data
connectivity; electrification
of uncovered areas is also a
prime requirement. Though
data connectivity is sine-
qua-non to comply with the
Shillong declaration, public-
private parties are working
on various technological
solutions in order to have
telecom connectivity in the

whole of Meghalaya.

M-Governance is eost
effective because mobile
phones have greatly reduced
the communication cost,
thereby allowing individu-
als and firms to send and to
obtain information quickly
and cheaply on a variety
of economic, social and
political topics. An emerg-
ing body of research shows
that the reduction in com-
munication costs associ-
ated with mobile phones has
tangible economic benefits,
improves agricultural and
labour market efficiency as
well as producer-consumer
welfare. This benefit will be
more in a State with huge
tourism potentials. Accord-
ing to Earnst and Young
(2011) Indian Telecom is
an economic miracle in the
making. Mobile phones also
have the potential to bridge
the gap between haves and
have-nots and is one of the
tools to eradicate poverty.
An article in the economist
(2008) says that “A device
that was a yuppie toy not so
long ago has now become,a
potent force for economic
development in the world's
poorest countries.” ;

India announced a New
Telecom Policy (NTP)-1999
for supportto Telecom Ser-
vice Prdviders according to
the mandate of the Interna-
tional Telecommunications
Union (ITU), the United Na-
tions specialized agency for
Information and Communi-
cation Technologies - ICTs.
Article 1(d) ofthe ITU seeks
to extend the benefits of the
new telecom technologies
to all the world’s inhabit-
ants. Accordingly, the Indian
Telegraph Act was amended
in 2003 and gives statutory
status to Universal Service
Obligation Fund (USOF)
whose main objective til
to enable rural ljidiajis.Jt)
Mjcfowketheir fullest potential
and participate productively
in the development of the
nation by being effectively
connected through areliable
and ubiquitous telecommu-
nications network, access to
which is within their reach.
Accordingly, provision for
mobile coverage hi Me-
ghalaya under a special and
dedicated project of thie
Department of Telecom™
Universal service obligation
fund (USOF), through whicli
Meghalaya State will be
covered at village level but
for the fuller development
of State is on but we need
to equally focus on rapid
electrification ofvillages and
expansion of roads. Then
only will residents of the
State harness the fruit of
developments in all walks of
life. All the three goods are
complementary to each other
for all round development
- Electricity- Telecom and
Road sector. They heed to
develop and expand in order
to celebrate the true spirit of
AKA- Mahotasav.

The office of Sr. DDG
(NELSA) has jurisdiction
over six states - Meghalaya,
Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura,
Mizoram and Arunachal
Pradesh for monitoring of
resource deployment and
compliance of instructions
received from the Govern-
ment of India from time to
time. NELSA is a special-
ized office divided into ver-
ticals like rural connectivity,
technology, compliance and
security. Apart from moni-
toring and enforcement of
the telecom sector we also
create awareness about the
benefits Ofmobile phones for
their lives and livelihoods.
Recently three towers were
commissioned in uncovered
Village of West Khasi, West
Jaintia, Ri Bhoi Districts.
It’s an ongoing journey un-
til the last man gets mobile
coverage.

Unified Mobile Applica-
tion for New Age Gover-
nance (UMANG) being a
part of Shillong declaration,
it’s our duty as well as re-
sponsibility to encourage
good use of telecom facili-
ties so that social benefits are
maximized at minimum
social cost. '

(Author is an ITS officer
working as Director (Rural)-,
NELSA-Shillong, Megha-
laya. Views arepersonal)
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*Progress is a nice word. But change is its
motivator and change has its enemies.
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Revisiting the IOA

THE Instrument of Accession signed by the 25
Khasi syiems (chieftains) between 1947-48, cat-
egorically stated that they have acceded to the Do-
minion of India with the intent that the Governor
General of India, the Dominion Legislature, the
Federal Court and any other Dominion Authority
shall by Virtue of this Instrument of Accession,
but subject always to the terms thereof, and for
purposes only of the Dominion, exercise in rela-
tion to the said Khasi States such functions as
may be vested in them by or under the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935. Often we have heard
political aspirants and those desirous of riding
the bandwagon of historical anomalies raise the
issue of the Khasi states not having signed the
Instrument of Merger and therefore not having
fully acceded to India. The question then is what
is the Instrument of Merger? Sardar Valabbhai
Patel and VK Krishna Menon realised that it was
necessary to merge the smaller states/principalities
as they were non-viable administrative units. It
was pointed out by the duo that the smaller states
were very small and lacked resources to sustain
their economies and to support their growing
population. Besides, each of the states imposed
their own taxation rules and other restrictions that
impeded free trade. Patel and Menon were of the
opinion that in a united India there could not exist
such variations in administrative control. Hence
the merger was sought to be effected by merging
smaller principalities to neighbouring provinces to
create a sort of “princely union.” The Instrument
ofMerger therefore meantthat some ofthe smaller
states would be dissolved with the larger states
for the purpose of better administration, although
this violated the principles of the Instrument of
Accession where those states/principalities were
recognised as individual states.

The Khasi states were in no way royalties and
neither did they have the standing of “kings” or
“rajahs.” The Khasi administrative unit begins
miththe family (ka dorbar.iing), the clan (ka dorbar
kur), the village (dorbar shnong), the cluster of
villages (dorbar raid) and lastly the cluster ofraids
(syiemship). The Khasi system is not arranged in
the shape of a pyramid but its opposite, like the
Khasi khoh (basket) from the bottom up. In that
sense itwas a democratic arrangement. It’s a dif-
ferent matter that this system became subservient
to the Constitution of India. The Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution ensured that the traditional
governance structures would be conserved. The
fact that these administrative arrangements ofthe
Khasis were not well understood by the Consti-
tution makers is also one reason this important
point is reduced to paragraph 3(1)(g) of the Sixth
Schedule which only says the District Council has
power to make laws with respect to the appoint-
mentand succession of Chiefs or Headmen which
naturally includes the power to remove them. The
Instrument of Accession is a valid document for
the Khasi states to have become an integral part
of India and the Instrument of Merger is a red

herring.

| i-tiers to the Editor

Instrument of
Accession

Editor,

One fails to see how
the question of accession
of Khasi States can be re-
opened. The accession of
Khasi States was an issue
arising out of the partition
of British India and the ne-
gotiations preceding it. It is
not within the competence of
other bodies to reopen this
question. The only party/
parties which might have a
right to demand it are the
Rulers (the Syiems/Chiefs)
of Khasi States who signed
the Instrument of Accession
or their successors.

The only documents rel-
evant to the accession were
the Instrument of Accession
andthe Indian Independence
Act, 1947.

Yours etc.,
Morning Star Sumer,
Shillong - 2

Hollow
explanations

Editor,
This is inresponseto are-
ply to a letter from the Prin-

cipal, Pine Mount School,
Shillong that appeared in
these columns on Oct 2,
2021. As expected, the Prin-
cipal has provided attractive
replies to the concerns raised
by me through my letter that
appeared on Oct 1, 2021.
Well, she has to defend the
school as there are no alterna-
tives for her. As an employee,
it is natural to be myopic
to see that things are going
normal. But we the parents
are watching from outside
and know very well the state
of education in the school. It
is not true that online classes
started on April 3, 2020 as
no such information was
provided to the parents or the
students then. Being aparent,
I know much more as to what
is happening in the academic
front of my daughter. The
point is that the school is
totally irresponsible when
it comes to education. The
teachers were merely ask-
ing the students to read and
understand by themselves by
providing only instructions
on WhatsApp and not online
teaching.

I don't know which class-
es are referred to where the
students are apparently tired

The road ahead for NEHU

Robert F. Kennedy

The appointment of Prof.
Prabha Shankar Shukla as
the new Vice-Chancellor of
North-Eastern Hill Univer-
sity (NEHU), Shillong two
months ago marked the end
of a fruitless and distasteful
regime of SK Srivastava and
his cronies, under whose
misguidance, the University
touched a new low on every
front. In his tenure of about
6 years in NEHU, Srivastava
has tried and succeeded to a
great extent to misguide and
manipulate every statutory
body of NEHU through his
nefarious designs and mala-
fide intentions. With the sup-
port cronies with misplaced
ambitions, he has destructed
and dismantled all set provi-
sions and practices that were
necessary for the smooth
functioning of the Univer-
sity. He failed to understand
and follow the NEHU Act,
Statutes and Ordinances in
letter and spirit and disre-
garded established norms and
practices in the day-to-day
running of the University.
The end result was that he
was like the most unwanted
weed of NEHU Campuses
and the State of Meghalaya
as a whole. There has never
been such an unceremonious
exit of a Vice-Chancellor in
NEHU as we saw in case of
Srivastava which he rightly
deserved. In his entire tenure,
he practiced and propagated
lies and mediocrity at every
level and in doing so he was
emboldened by some of the
bona-fide members ofNEHU
community which was very
unfortunate. While com-
pletely vitiating the working
and academic environment
of NEHU, Srivastava. has
left several challenges for the
new Vice-Chancellor (VC)-
Prof. Shukla. Let me dwell
upon some of the vital ones.

Firstly, the present VC
has to instill and bolster the
confidence of faculty in the
University’s administration
which had eroded during
the previous regime. Trans-
parency and accountability
have to be accorded Utmost
priority among the NEHU
community. So far, Prof.
Shukla seems to be hitting
the right notes and working
towards improving the work-
ing atmosphere of NEHU
and gradually gaining the
confidence of university’s
stake holders. Shunting all
those who were hand in glove
with the previous VC to dam-
age the reputation of NEHU
would send the right signals
and some ofthese names are
known to all. Some of them
even Went to the extent of
barging into the residence of
a faculty member along with
the previous VC to threaten
him Which was highly un-
called for and unbecoming
ofthe VC and Pro-VC. Such
goons should have no place
inthe functioning ofthe Uni-
versity or in any democratic
system.

Secondly, bringing the
students back to the cam-
puses in a phased manner
should have been the priority
of the incumbent VC taking
all due precautions and fol-

out by long online classes.
Majority of the grades were
without online classes. As |
mentioned earlier, providing
information on WhatsApp is
not teaching. The teachers
showed little professional-
ism by their abandonment of
online teaching and resorting
to recorded audio and video
clips that have little useful-
ness to the students. For
example, the mathematics
teacher from one particular
class totally disappeared
from online teaching and
only occasionally took some
tests without teaching. | can-
not reveal the class as it
may invite trouble for us.
The school now has a long
history of providing a poor
standard of education and
the so-called educators have
perhaps lost all interest in
teaching. Teachers have to
teach and that is their primary
duty and the manner in which
they discharge it reflects their
attitude and professionalism.
Being a government school,
they must not be laid back
in their attitude and duties.
Teachers who merely pas-
sively satisfy their thinking
will not be useful to the
children's learning process

By Dr. Lakhon Kma

lowing SOPs of Covid-19.
It’s good to see the VC has
taken some initiative in this
direction and by the time
this article is published, per-
haps we will have students
in our campuses. Thirdly,
the financial discipline has
to be enforced in order to
strengthen the functioning of
NEHU. In an academic insti-
tution, the bulk 0 f70-80% of
its funds cannot be spent on
non-academic activities such
as infrastructure development
including its beautification'or
fortification akin to defence
establishments, leaving only
about 20% of funds for aca-
demic activities as done by
the previous VC. Focus has
to be on students’ welfare,
teaching and research that
will improve our stature
as a university which will
ultimately benefit the com-
munity, particularly the State
of Meghalaya.

It is time to bring in fi-
nancial discipline and to

demand accountability and
transparency in the function-
ing of the Community Col-
lege in Wahiajer which was
deliberately ignored by the
previous VC. The Commu-
nity College isNEHU s asset.
It’s development should be a
concern of all stakeholders
of Meghalaya. A white paper
is necessary which should
be placed before the NEHU
community and perhaps the
public of Meghalaya on how
much money was spent in the
last 6 years and what is the
outcome from the Commu-
nity College. Itis equally im-
portant to know from which
Head of Accounts money was
diverted to the Community
College and ifthe funds were
duly sanctioned and expen:
diture audited. Similarly, the
functioning of the Campus
Development Department
needs intervention. During
the previous VC, it was in
the limelight for all the wrong
reasons including anomalies
in the tendering process, etc.
Similarly, the appointment
of ChiefVigilance Officerby
the previous VC was in gross
violation of the criteria and
procedure laid down in the

and their future. Moreover,
the Principal has to be active
and far-sighted to sustain and
provide quality education
to the school where parents
like us send our daughters
to learn by proper means.
The Government must do an
academic audit of the school
so that the students don't
suffer and quality education
is provided.
Yours etc.,
Donald Swer,
Shillong

Open up
educational

institutions for all

Editor,

Through your esteemed
column, | would like to
draw your attention and the
attention of the appropri-
ate authorities to the issue
regarding the opening of
educational institutions in
the Shillong agglomeration.
Many colleges have boldly
confronted the risk of Open-
ing their gates to students on
alternate days, following the
regulated SOPs. Some are yet
to do so and are skeptical of
it. Butisn’t life all about risk-

Central Vigilance Commis-
sion Manual 2017 which has
been reiterated by Ministry
of Education, Govt, of India.
Moreover, the outgoing Vice
Chancellor’s dubious roles in
the tendering, procurement
and recruitment processes
raises abig question mark on
his neutrality, honesty and in-
tegrity which will only harm
the reputation of NEHU.
Another big challenge for
Prof. Shukla is to complete
the filling-up ofvacant posi-
tions and the promotions of
teachers under Career Ad-
vancement Scheme (CAS) for
different levels. The previous
VC has neither completed the
promotions nor appointed a
single new faculty in NEHU
in the last 6 years although
there were more than 150
vacant teaching positions.
Timely promotions and new
appointments will go a long
way in motivating the teach-
ing community and strength-
ening the teaching-learning

process. An ideal scenario
would be to complete the
CAS promotions and filling
up of vacant positions every
6 months to reduce the back-
logs as stipulated by UGC
and the direction of Ministry
of Education, Government of
India. It is equally important
to strengthen the administra-
tion by filling up the support-
ing staffpositions.

It will also be a daunt-
ing task for Prof. Shukla to
improve NEHU’s rank in
the National Institutional
Ranking Framework which
stands at 59 currently. Of
course, he had no role to play
in the sliding from 15th to
59th position, thanks to gross
mismanagement of NEHU
for the last 9-10 years and
more so in the last 6 years!
The previous VC was least
bothered about paying atten-
tion on improving the rank-
ing, whereas he was largely
responsible and contributed
immensely inthe degradation
of NEHU at every level dur-
ing his tenure. How much the
present\VC is able to salvage
NEHU, only time will tell.
Prof. Shukla also has the
responsibility to implement

taking and making the best
opportunity out of it?

Some institutions have
been biased towards their
students and make excep-
tions for students of Science
or Commerce streams while
they have taken students of
Humanities/ Arts for granted.
They have left them to the
mercy of the teachers in the
online mode thereby gam-
bling with the lives of these
students. Yet, we all are made
to bear cumbersome amount
as course fees which are
hard- earned by our parents.
And many students have been
inoculated in anticipation of
having offline classes.

Even so, online classes are
frequently disrupted either
due to connectivity issues or
other technical problems and
even due to negligence ofthe
students or even, in fact, the
teachers. These mediums are
often taken for granted by
many and | believe we shall
bear the negative impacts in
the near future. Of course,
this can be rectified. One
way is with the resumption
ofeducational institutions for
all students with the required
SOPs without any bias and
with utmost urgency.

Someone once asked me

the National Education Policy
2020. It will be ahuge task to
mould our curriculum as per
the NEP 2020. While there is
a general agreement that the
NEP is a game changer, the
difficulty is its implementa-
tion vis-a-vis the existing
curriculum, particularly at the
UG/PG levels.

In order to overcome these
challenges plaguing NEHU,
the new VC has to act swiftly
and decisively keeping the
welfare of NEHU as a prior-
ity. In his endeavour, it is im-
perative that members of stat-
utory bodies-the Academic
Council, Executive Council,
University’s Court, Finance
Committee and Board of
Research Studies, particularly
the Executive Council, act
responsibly. Certainly, the As-
sociations such asNEHUTA,
MeTTA-NEHU, MeCAW,
etc. will provide necessary
support and the checks and
balances in the smooth func-
tioning of NEHU.

I have highlighted only
few challenges out of a long
list of ills that are staring at
the present VC. No doubt,
Prof. Shukla has inherited
unpleasant challenges, over
which he had no choice ,and
which require immediate and
.simultaneous attention. How-
ever, he has all the choices to
decide what kind oflegacy he
would like to build as a VC
in the next 5 years. Unlike
the previous VC, who treated
NEHU as his private enter-
prise where he was guided
by his impulsive nature and
whims and fancies of a few,
we do hope that the present
VC will be different. While
the VC can take some time to
understand the nitty-gritty of
the functioning ofa large Uni-
versity like NEHU, he cant
afford to take too long. Five
years is too short a time if a
person has to restore the cred-
ibility of NEHU and make
a name as a VC. Five years
was too long for someone like
Srivastavato do time-passing
business and bring shame to
the office of VC.

In order to clear the mess
created by the previous re-
gime and to move ahead with
the rebuilding process, the
incumbent VVC will certainly
need more than a pair ofhelp-
ing hands. This begins with
the appointment of Pro-VCs
who understand NEHU and
command the respect and
faith of all stakeholders. To
those he can delegate powers
and responsibilities to assist
him to achieve the goals and
aspirations of the NEHU
community and the State of
Meghalaya at a much faster
rate. To this end, a widely
accepted name with enough
good credentials has been
suggested by the majority
of the stakeholders which is
awaiting its coronation by the
VC. We are desperate to see
NEHU rise up and buiM again
to its earlier glory and achieve
much more in order to benefit
the State of Meghalaya in
particular, the region and the
country in general.

(The author is President
ofMeghalaya Tribal Teach-
er’s Association-NEHU
(MeTTA-NEHU).

why | enrolled myself in a
reputed college and still bear
this huge course fee for study-
ing online and enduring the
financial crisis, while IGNOU
or other open learning sources
are available in the market
with much less course fees. |
was left dumbfounded.

Here’s some suggestion to
those institutions that are on
tenterhooks about opening
up. Bring your students, all
ofthem, on alternate days and
see them off to their future
without any bias and don’t
leave them at the mercy of
online classes. The phrase
“Students are the pillars of
tomorrow” is just as bleak as
your skepticism.

I hope the concerned au-
thorities will take their stu-
dents into consideration and
take appropriate action. | also
urge the city’s Parents’bodies
and Students’ bodies to take
heed of this matter.

Yours etc.,

Name withheld on
request,

Via email

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

Outage during
whistle-blower’s hearing
has ominous portends

By K Raveendran

It is ominous that the
Facebook outage, which
denied over a billion us-
ers of their favourite social
media platform, coincided
with a hearing attended by
insider whistleblower Fran-
ces Haugen before the US
Senate Commerce, Science
and Transport Subcommit-
tee. What transpired at the
hearing remains largely un-
reported. That Frances was
armed with thousands of
secret internal documents,
which she has apparently
shaded with US Securities
and Exchange Commission,
members ofthe Congress and
some newspapers, is highly
disconcerting to founder
Zuckerberg, who saw his for-
tunes shaved by not less than
$6 billion as the company

share price dropped nearly
five percent in the space ofa
few hours that had seen the
platform go down. This was
in addition to tens ofmillions
of dollars in advertisement
revenue thatthe platform lost
during the outage.

Frances Haugen’s com-
plaint that Facebook ‘prefers
profit before people’ has by
now become famous as a
one-liner indictment against
the social media giant, which
has over the years grown
into a supranational power,
wielding usurped authority
over 1.6 billion people, a
real threat to civilized human
progress and democracy.
Using far more powerful
algorithms that Zuckerberg
had employed while found-
ing his Facemash to provide

board. The company insists
that it does not allow hate
speech, but it has woefully
inadequate mechanisms ip
enforce this principle. In
fact, Frances Haugen’s most
important complaint against
her former company is that
it is grossly understaffed
when it comes (o auditing for
undesirable content. In short,
the supranational outfit has
grown into a Leviathan,
which isnot amenable to ai
kind of control.

That is only one aspe<2
ofthe problem. Indians havfc
been significantly exposedto
another dangerous tendency
by the platform to treat those
who are in authority, or those
who wield control over by
far its biggest market, dif-
ferently than the rest of the

people. More specifically,
it has been accused of go-
ing soft on the BJP, while
showing less sympathy to
the opposition parties when
it comes to inflammable
content. Facebook’s former
top public policy executive
Ankhi Das had even com-
municated to the staff that
harshtreatment ofviolations
by the ruling BJP would be
detrimental to the company’s
business in India.

The ‘policy’ led to a
public outcry after a Wall
Street Journal report ex-
posed favouritism towards
BJP which ensured that
certain anti-Muslim posjs
by some ofthe saffron party
leaders continued to appear
although these would have
straightaway qualified to be

India is of course one ofthe most important
marketsfor Facebook, which by itselfis a
huge worry, given that the social media giant

has been involved in many unseemly con-

troversies. With more than 300 million users;

for Facebook and another 400 millionfor its

messagingplatform WhatsApp, theoompany
is a top influencepeddler in India.

atool of students of Harvard
University, where he was a
second year student, to shame
each other and the members
of the faculty, Facebook is
almost back to the origi-
nal sin and perhaps more,
by helping create division
among people, proliferating
fake news, and undermin-
ing electoral processes and
by implication democracy.
A Facebook executive even
claimed that the company
was responsible for Donald
Trump being elected as the
US President.

India is of course one of
the most important markets
for Facebook, which by it-
self is a huge worry, given
that the social media giant
has been involved in many
unseemly controversies. With
more than 300 million users
for Facebook and another
400 million for its messag-
ing platform WhatsApp, the
company is a top influence
peddler in India. And this
influence has often been
used, or allowed to be used,
if you will, for purposes that
have not been entirely above

considered hate speech. The
platform has also been used
to spread fake news, many
times directed against vul-
nerable people and political
parties which are not neces-
sarily in the good books of
the platform due to their
poor utility in terms of pre-
serving the market. >
The social media plat-
form has also been used by
interested parties to whip
up communal tension in dif-
ferent parts of the country.
Wittingly or unwittingly, Fa-
cebook has had arole in cer-
tain lynching incidents being
enacted, as the perpetrators
hijacked the platform to
spread fake news and panic
about possible child abduc-
tion and harm being done
to cows in different pafts
of the country. Similarly,
Facebook-owned WhatsApjp
has become a major vehicle
for misinformation and fake
news, particularly during
election times, which clearly
amounts to a threat to free
mnd fair elections as well as
the proper functioning of
democracy. (IPA Service),
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Modi past twenty

WHEN Prime Minister Narendra Modi com-
pleted two decades in office, first as chief min-
ister of Gujarat and later as Prime Minister for
repeated terms, the euphoria in the BJP rank
and file was markedly low-key. This has less
to do with the Covid curbs and more to the fact
that the government he heads failed to enthuse
the general public. Modi, by far, is the most-
acceptable leader across the country today, and
those who seek to grab the PM chair are pygmies
compared to his national appeal. Modi, at the
personal level is not corrupt. He has earned his
high aura after he was named the PM nominee
of the BJP at the Goa conclave months before
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls. He retained a part
of this goodwill over the past seven years, but
a caveat is also that his popularity is dwindling
because of his low-key governance styles.

Modi failed to nail the errant or discipline the
wayward. This is critical to national well-being.
This, despite the massive mandate the people
gave him in two successive parliament polls.
Reforms were not high on his agenda though the
GST, brought forward by the UPA, was pushed
through after a long struggle in parliament; and
the farm reform bills are stalled in court. India
badly requires administrative, judicial and edu-
cational reforms. Modi has hardly ever made a
mention of these in his Mann Ki Baat, which
dealt, typically in Sangh Parivar style, about the
past “glories” and little about the present or the
future of India. India cannot grow at the pace of
a snail, with the Hindu Rate of Growth, when
economies inAsia —as in China and Bangladesh
--are expanding fast. Thus, to praise Modi or his
government beyond a level is unjustified.

The central government would need to per-
qfarm better and an elected leader of the nation
Imust be more energetic and engaging. India
cannot walk; it has to run to catch up with the
growth elsewhere. Corruption is eating into
the veins of the nation in scary ways as is also
reflected in the mess-up and loot in the PSU
banking sector or the appropriation of national
wealth by politicos and bureaucrats across the
spectrum. Most regional party leaders are hugely
corrupt. Modi as PM is caught in the labyrinth of
the archaic systems that work to the advantage
ofthe vested interests and the corrupt in India.
Results are not showing up. Unless the Augean
stables are cleaned, growth or progress for the

nation is impossible.

A l.etil't's To 1HI Tililor

On the Mukul
-Pala conflict

Editor,

I want to congratulate
my known friend Albert
Thymiang for his splendid
article," Reading the Mukul
- Pala Conflict" (ST October
6, 2021). 1 am sure fellow
readers got further enlight-
ened about the personal
hidden ambitious political
agenda that both these two
Congress bigwigs play to
outwit one another. Though
Albert Thymiang, the writer,
is not the subject here, he is
known for his all-round inci-
sive analysis on any subject
that he writes and he does
not delight in superfluous
verbosity and expressions.
But he loves brevity in mes-
sage delivery.

If we are to believe the
media that at the instance
of the Congress High Com-
mand Dr Mukul Sangma and
Vincent Pala have sunk their
differences and discord then
let them prove that through
their actions on the ground
between now and 2023. For
now, let us watch and see the
drama that will unfold soon
in the run up to the game of
thrones in our state between
them.

It is a fact that the po-
litical cum business rivalry
between Mukul and Pala will
not go away easily. Political-
ly Mukul has a sizeable fol-
lowing not only in Garo Hills
but also in Khasi and Jaintia

Hills as well. After all, he
was the cabinet minister for

.long years and Chief Minis-

ter fornearly eight years and
possesses vast experience
in state administration. He
knows by heart every nook
and comer of administra-
tion, policy and programme.
However, Palatoo cannot be
underestimated in the politi-
cal arena because he is the
third time MP and a Union
Minister of State for a brief
period. He is quite popular
in Khasi and Jaintia Hills
but he is yet to prove him-
selfin the Garo Hills. He is
quite acceptable among the
political spectrum in Khasi-
Jaintia Hills but not yet in
Garo Hills; Moreover, he
has no experience in running
a state government unlike
Dr Mukul. He and his coal
baron colleagues and other
business magnates might
have been instrumental in
the making and unmaking
of governments in the past
in Meghalaya but to run the
state governmentas CM is a
different ball game though
money is the enabler.

As far as wealth is con-
cerned both Dr. Mukul and
Pala are comparable. In strat-
egies and diplomacy too both
are comparable. On public
relations this varies from
person to person but Pala
has a better PR according to
the general public. But on
cunningness, craftiness, wit-
tiness and egocentricity, Dr
Mukul is far ahead of Pala.
However, ifPala, Mukul and

Why Is the pas
always better?

We are a society that
believes everything in the
past was good; the present is
problematic. But how far into
the past can we go back and
is it possible to translocate
the past into the present?
What purpose will it serve
and who will it benefit? Isn’t
this like driving in reverse
gear? Recently, Congress
MLA Ampareen Lyngdoh
raised the question about the
MDA Government’s stance
on the Instrument of Ac-
cession (loA) and Annexed
Agreement (AA). My genu-
ine question is why are we
overly worried about the
past? Is the worry an honest
attempt to understand the
past or some kind of a band-
wagon to ride on and gain
international fame by project-
ing us Khasis as victims of
history? One can understand
that an insurgent outfit needs
an alibi on which to base
its demands on but for an
MLA to ask these questions
shows that the person gives
credence to the contentious
demands made by the HNLC
that because the 25 Khasi
syiemships have not signed
an Instrument ofMerger with
Government of India so they
are not fully annexed and that
India, therefore is an occupa-
tion force.

Even the astute Wickliffe
Syiem, the Deputy Syiem of
Hima Nongstoin who was
against the signing of the
(loA) by his uncle Sib Sing
Syiem never raised the issue
of the Instrument of Merger
because he understood the
status ofthe Syiemswhich is
notakinto thatofthe rulers of
kingdoms inthe rest of India.
He understood that the (I0A)
is a final agreement to ac-
cede to India. It was because
Wycliffe Syiem disagreed
vehemently with his uncle
on the signing ofthe loAthat
he decided to leave his Hima
and country, Udia and settle
in Rajai village in Tahirpur
Upazila of Sunamganj, in
the then East Pakistan, later
Bangladesh until the time of
his death in 1988.

The Khasi society has
never had an academic debate
on the issue of the Instru-
ment of Merger and whether
the Khasi states have not
fully acceded to the Indian
Union as claimed by HNLC
and the few claimants to
being exclusive interpreters
of Khasi history. If there
have been such academic
discussions | am not aware
of them. But a close reading
ofDavid R Syiemlieh’sbook,
“Layers of History: Essays

their cohorts combine and
stay united within the Con-
gress, it will be a formidable
force to berreckoned with by
other political rivals.

If we judge the political
situation that prevails now,
the mood of the people is
inclined towards the Con-
gress. But if the Congress
top leaders, especially the
Pala lobby .and the Mukul
lobby, are at loggerheads the
people's blessings will reluc-
tantly go towards the NPP,
though the NPP led MDA
government has performed
miserably so far.

Amidst the gloom of this
worthless MDA government,
the UDP could not make
political capital out of this
aimless and directionless
government. Being in the
government, it should have
exploited the situation to
the hilt for its political gains
to enable it to spread out
its potential regional force
to enhance its tentacles not
only in Khasi and Jaintia
Hills but to pluck the empty
cracks and crevices in the
Garo Hills. For doing so the
leaders of UDP should not
only be Khasi Jaintia centric
but should reach out towards
Garo Hills which needs heal-
ing a touch from penury of
leadership, the drudgery of
poverty, absolute neglect
and exploitation to the core.
For this the Party must be
dedicated and work hard
and be backed by resources
and be committed and ready
to shell out even from its

By Patricia Mukhim

on Khasi-Jaintias,” gives a
very unequivocal explana-
tion of why the Instrument
of Merger was not signed.
Syiemlieh writes, “The Khasi
states had acceded into India
but refused to merge on the
grounds that the chiefs were
elected heads oftheir respec-
tive states.” Sardar Valabhhai
Patel visited Shillong on in
January 1948 to sort out the
merger issue but it ended in

a stalemate for the Khasis
said that only a constituted
durbar of states could arrive
at such a decision. Accord-
ingly, the Dominion Agent
drew up rules for constituting
the Khasi State Constitution
Making Durbar which took
nearly 16 months. This Dur-
bar was inaugurated on 29
April 1949.

Perhaps the confusion
vis-a-vis the Instrument of
Merger lies in the fact that at
about the same time Indian
Constituent Assembly was
also preparing the final draft
of the Constitution. Accord-
ing to Syiemlieh, JJM Nich-
ols Roy was a member of
both Constituent Assembly
and Khasi States Constitution
Making Durbar. Nichols Roy
urged the Khasi states Durbar
to accept the broad frame-
work ofthe Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution. A report by
the North East Frontier (As-
sam) Tribal and Excluded Ar-
eas Sub-Committee headed
by Gopinath Bordoloi, the
Premier ofAssam, had stated
that the Khasi states had
comparatively little revenue
or authority and seemed to
depend for a good deal of
support on the Political of-
ficer in their relations with
the people.

It appears that Sati Raja
the Syiem of Mylliem had
filed a case against the Do-
minion of India and the As-
sam Government asking that
his state had recovered or was

pockets and also from the
accumulated wealth of its
leaders. ?

How many UDP leaders
ever thought that (late) B
B Lyngdoh and his for-
mer colleagues from Khasi
hills had travelled the length
and breadth of Garo Hills,
made friends with the people
there, enrolled members
into APHLC/HPU/UDP and
selected many of them to
contest elections and then
inducted some of them into
the cabinet then. They did
that with love and mutual
understanding and they got
much respect and love. They
were humble; they did not
have much money then but
they were accepted widely,
welcomed everywhere and
never went hungry. They got
the best accommodation that
the people there could afford.
Yes, to you UDP leaders
and members including the
President, give your 100%;
be committed party workers,
always give up your comfort
zones and people will respect
and acceptyou whereveryou
go. Perhaps someday you
will see people will embrace
and flock to you. But with a
cold attitude, narrow outlook
and stingy hearts the party
will not reach far. Yes, you
can do it, if you will.

About other smaller re-
gional parties, the lesser
said the better. They come
and go like shooting stars.
They have not ploughed
anywhere so from where will
they reap?

entitled to recover sovereign
rights, power, functions and
jurisdiction over his state.
Syiemlieh writes, “This must
have been quite an embar-
rassment for the govern-
ments of India and Assam.
Sri Prakasa the Governor
of Assam met Sati Raja and
others on December 31,1949
and was able to make the
Syiem withdraw his case.”
Another surprise that

awaited the Federation of
Khasi Chiefs was the swift
order passed by the Assam
Governor a day before the
Constitution of India was
adopted to cancel the Khasi
States (Administration of
Justice) Order 1948 and its
supplement that same year.
This was apparently done
in order to conform to the
Constitution for Part A ofthe
First Schedule ofthe Consti-
tution reads that the territory
of Assam, “shall comprise
territories which immediately
before the commencementof
the Constitution were part of
the Province of Assam, the
Khasi States and the Assam
Tribal Areas.” As a result,
the Khasi states became part
ofAssam without any agree-
ment of merger and disre-
garding the provisions ofthe
Standstill Agreement. In fact,
the integration of the Khasi
states into India was drafted
into the Constitution even
though the Khasi chieftains
had no role to play. Dr David
Syiemlieh remarks that this
was possible because of the
divergent views among the
Khasis and their inability to
come to any consensus onthe
merger with India. This was
used by the powers in Delhi
to their advantage.

With the adoption of the
Constitution the power ofthe
chiefs so far as administra-
tion is concerned, came to
an end. Article 244(2) ofthe
Constitution makes special

Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
Senior Journalist,
Via email

Bumpy road
ahead for
NEHU

Editor,

In recent memory, not a
single day would have passed
with NEHU not being in the
news. This brings into ques-
tion the public perception of
the university when we talk
about the NIRF rankings
methodology in which there
has been a gargantuan drop
for the university. And does
this vindicate the fact that
NEHU is actually perform-
ing well, and the frequent
coterie who have been the
disruptive forces from time
immemorial have suddenly
grown all silent? Absolutely
not! To give you an example,
my brother passed out from
this University last year
and the marksheets for the
same were only issued after
almost a year. This brings to
light the fact that a premier
institute like NEHU does
not have the infrastructure
and capacity to print out an
A4 sheet paper advocating
the provincial degree of a
pupill And, to make mat-
ters worse, when we had a
distinguished and intellec-
tually competent professor
being the frontrunner for
the topjob that was brazenly

provisions contained in the
Sixth Schedule which were
to apply to the administration
ofthe Tribal Areas in the State
of Assam. Hence the Instru-
ment of Accession stands
superseded with the coming
into force ofthe Constitution
whereby the tribal areas ofthe
State of Meghalaya today are
governed by the provisions of
the Constitution of India. Fur-
ther the Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court had
in the matter of T. Cajee v.
U. Jormanik Siem, (1961) 1
SCR 750, had settled the law
on this matter

Going by the Constitution
therefore it is a well settled
case that the Khasi states have
acceded to India and there is
no point raking up this issue
today because it only exposes
the faultlines in the Khasi
society. Besides, we need
to take into account the fact
that Jaintia Hills and Garo
Hills were territories under
British subjugation and had
therefore naturally acceded to
India after the British handed
over all territories to India on
August 15, 1947. The Khasi
states without the Jaintia Hills
would not have been admin-
istratively tenable. Those
bringing up the past today
should realise that Megha-
laya is a state and the Khasi,
Jaintiaand Garo people make
up an indivisible unit and
attempts to create divisions
now are fraught with undesir-
able consequences.

Its important at thisjunc-
ture, when technology is tak-
ing people to new heights that
we speak ofthe future and get
ouryoung people to be future-
ready ratherthan pushthem to
look over their shoulders to a
pastthatis built on an incuba-
tor of disillusionment. Ironi-
cally the past always seems
full of possibilities while the
future wan by comparison.
That’s because we need to do
a lot of grunt work to create
our paths to the future. It is
neither easy nor as romantic
as the past. The present and
future are real. Unfortunately,
the past is subject to ma-
nipulation and nearly always
involves memory trafficked
into an inflammatory myth.
We need to look at the past
with Our eyes wide open and
with objectivity leaving out
the romantic bits because as
pointed out by Roger Cohen
inawell-argued essay, “When
the past overwhelms it can
turn victim into oppressor.
While history illuminates it
can also blind.”

overlooked and a person was
sent in with zero knowledge
of tribal ethos and senti-
ments to handle such a large
university. Two and a half
months have passed since we
the stakeholders had looked
for the new regime, to bring
in some changes but what
do we get? The only thing
which is visible in campus
is the daily cutting of grass
which had earlier provided a
much needed succour from
the vile pollution ofthe city
whenever we visited the
University. | hope the new
VC being an Agriculture
graduate realises that eco-
systems are the need of the
hour and what the University
actually needs is academics
inputs, motivational and dy-
namic officers, respected and
thought provoking lecturers
instead of guest lecturers,
timely promotions for those
who deserve it and last but
not the least, meaningful
visits to Delhi and elsewhere
to bring in new ideas and
funds for the University than
just official leave. | hope
the stakeholders gain some
insightas to what is expected
from the new regime.
Yours etc.,
Arwatki Suting,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Roller-Coaster ride
for the Congress

By OJ Thabah

The past few days par-
ticularly the last week of
September has been quite
an eventful one for the In-
dian National Congress and
from a neutral standpoint,
the signs are less‘than stel-
lar. The entry of two young
leaders, Kanhaiya Kumar
and Jignesh Mevani, is a
welcome move for the party
which is inneed of fresh and
young blood after the depar-
ture of many of its “Young
Turks’ in the recent past like
Alpesh Thakor, Dhavalsinh
Zaja, Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Sushmita Dev, Jitin Prasada
and most recently Lalitesh
Tripathi citing ‘lack ofideo-
logical clarity’. But, the
Gandbhis and the supporters
of the party were left stag-
gered on September 28, by
PCC chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu, who posted a letter of
resignation that indicated his
displeasure at the changes
in the Punjab administra-
tion. Sources indicate that

Sidhu was angry with Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi's modifications to his
cabinet by people perceived
to be close to him. Although
Sidhuwas commonly seen to
serve as "super-chairman”
in several choices, in sub-
sequent appointments he
was allegedly overlooked as
contentious.

The Congress experi-
enced dual retrogressions,
with Sidhu resigning from
the post and former Goa
Chief Minister, Luizinho
Faleiro, leaving the party.
The 70-year old Faleiro
eventually joined the ambi-
tious Trinamool Congress
along with 9 other leaders
in the presence of AITC
national general secretary
and Diamond Harbour MP,
Abhishek Banerjee. The
representation of Congress
is currently reduced to four
in the Goa Vidhan Sabha,
whereas in the last elections
the party gained 17 members
and emerged as the single
largest party. TMC’s expan-
sions in Goa,, Tripura and
Assam have all come at the
expense of the Congress.
TMC along with AAP have
positioned themselves as
“better alternatives to the
BJP” than the Grand Old
Party albeit their national
credibility is yet to be tested
to the fullest outside their cit-
adels. The Gandbhi siblings,
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi - eager to assert their
authority against the old
guard - decision to back the
mercurial skipper Sidhu over
Captain Amarinder proved
tragically detrimental as the
Punjab unit has been left
rudderless and yet to appoint
a new chief with elections
due to be held early next
year. The latter had die last
laugh with an “I told you
so...he is not a stable man”
twitter jibe.

The Gandhi siblings prob-
ably felt their involvement
would settle the internal
strife in the Congress and re-
inforce itahead ofnextyear's
Assembly polls. The Gandhi
siblings themselves have
failed to quell the struggles
in different state divisions
most notably in Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Odisha and Kerala. Kerala
unit’s infighting came into
the open with an outbreak of
resignations which included
V.M. Sudheeran, K.P. Anil

Kumar, P.S. Prasanth and re-
cently PV Balachandran who
were unhappy with the style
of functioning of the new
leadership headed by KPCC
President K Sudhakaran and
LoP V D Satheesan. One
time rivals of the two fac-
tions within the Kerala Con-
gress Oomen Chandy and
Ramesh Chennithala came
together to voice their vexa-
tion for not being consulted
in the selection process of
14 DCC chiefs by the troika
of Sudhakaran, Satheesan
and AICC general secretary,
K.C. Venugopal.

Inthe recently concluded,
West Bengal by-polls to
Samserganj, the highly-
magnified Bhawanipur, and
Jangipur assembly seats the
Grand old party decided
not to contest for the latter
two seats. Not putting up a
candidate against Mamata
Banerjee in Bhawanipur
was understandable as the
chances of not winning a$d

definitely losing its deposit®
is extremely colossal. Blit,
apt.fielding a candid~fc
the Jangipur seat has to
surely go down as a mas-
sive blunder on the Grand
Old Party’s West Bengal
unit. Having been elected
the most times since 1951
from the seat and securing
19.41% of the vote share in
the 2016 State elections, the
Congress decided to leave
the seat for its Left ally, die
RSP and its candidate Jane
Alam Mian who secured
only 4.5% ofthe vote share.
Surely, a Congress candidate
would have faredreally well
and would have boosted
the demoralized morale of
its supporters to prepare
well for the next polls in
the seat than the Left which
has become nothing moire
than a spent force in West
Bengal politics. Meanwhile,
Murshidabad is the only
district where the Congress
has a viable presence with its
leader in the lowerhouse of
the ParliamentAdhir Ranjan
Chowdhury representing die
Berhampore constituency. I f
the slide isn’t arrested sooner
thenthe chances ofthe party
fading into oblivion are sky-
high and the state mightjust
become Congress mukth - a
dream of both the BJP and
TMC. .

As Punjab bubbles, in
other regions, where factions
are busy fighting among
themselves, the scenario
is really no different. The
main leadership's weakness
has led to the Congress'
breakdown. In contrast, the
BJP with a strong central
leadership has managed to
tide over unrest effortlessly
in Karnataka, Uttarakhand
and Gujarat. In less than a
year these states witnessed
a change of Chief Ministers
(4 times) and cabinet without
many entanglements. The
Congress’ lack ofvision has
discouraged party support-
ers and workers inevitably,
prompting many to seek vi-
able solutions. More signifi-
cantly, the party really hasn't
excelled in opposing the
BJP with its style of Hindu
nationalism in intellectual
terms which has managed
to capture the attention of
the public. .

(The writer is agraduate
student from St. Xavien's
College (Autonomous), Kdl-
kata)
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Media-Government interface
REPORTS of government functionaries un-
willing to share information with the media in
West Khasi Hills District is troubling. Those in
Government tend to forget that the media plays
acritical role in keeping democracy alive and in
keeping checks and balances in governance. The
media is as importantto democracy as the three
other pillars namely the Legislature, Executive
and Judiciary. Those who have nothing to hide
have nothing to fear from the media. In fact, me-
dia and government functionaries, ought to have
aworking relationship and a healthy respect for
each other. It’s a different matter that those in
Government today and that starts with the Prime
Minister of India, Narendra Modi, are disdainful
of the media. This example from the top does
not bode well for democracy in India. Also, the
culture of reprisal against media persons for
reporting what those in governmentwantto hide
has only muddied the ecosystem in which the
media operates. No wonder India’s ranking in
the World Press Freedom Index, 2021 is at 142

out of 180 countries.

Without media scrutiny the government could
drive itself down a precipice. The media is the
bridge between state institutions and the public.
Itis through the media that people are informed
of government programmes and policies and
public spending. The media is as much a social
audit body as the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) is a public audit institution. Above
all, media is informing the public what they
ought to know about government functioning
so that they can make informed choices while
voting in a new government. But it appears
that those in governmentwant to continue their
untrammelled rule by hiding the truth of their
actions from public glare. Studies have shown
that countries with a higher degree of media
performance show higher levels of political
participation and less corruption. They also
tend to have a more lively civil society even
while elected representatives seem to reflect the
preferences of citizens more adequately. These
findings illustrate that media performance is
clearly related to at least some aspects of the
functioning ofa democratic regime.

It is not without reason therefore that the
media is called the fourth pillar o f democracy.
India has proven that whenever a democratic
government tries to be autocratic, the media
plays its role to the hilt to safeguard the inter-
ests of citizens. Unfortunately, it seems to have
become the norm inMeghalaya that bureaucrats
including police officials refuse to divulge infor-
mation to media persons as if such information
is state secret. Even the Right to Information
Act has not been able to bring transparency in
governance. This hesitance to provide informa-
tion is a contentious issue that must be addressed

in the right platform.

| etters to the | ditoi

Common
sense and the
common man

Editor,

Well, the time for self-
aggrandisement ( google
defines it as an act under-
taken to increase your own
power and influence or to
draw attention to your own
selfimportance), chest beat-
ing, accusing your rivals of
deceit and incompetence (
forgetting that they are prob-
ably doing the same to you),
making grand promises that
both the speaker and the
listener know for a fact are
fundamentally flawed and
false, is once again upon us.
I call it the festive season
of falsehood! Political par-
ties, their supporters and
candidates themselves have
once again suddenly woken
up to the fact that the season
for putting their best well
heeled foot has once again
arrived. Yes, | am speaking
of election time, a period
when one is supposed to give
serious thoughts on issues of
governance, leadership, de-
velopment and prospects for
the future but when instead
we waste our time, vigour
and energy on identifying
who is the most winnable

candidate orto put it in other
words, who is the guy with
the most amount of cash to
purchase votes.

Election time is usually a
time for feasts, picnics, car
rallies, free food, free drinks
and almost everything is on
the house. Money is usually
distributed as if it comes
as manna from heaven. A
festive air of expectations
pervades the whole constitu-
ency where the eleption is
to be held. The electorate is
openly encouraged to gossip,
discuss and talk about who
is the most lavish of all the
candidates so as to establish
his credentials as the best
person to serve the people of
that constituency. As a voter
this is my biggest grouse
against all the political par-
ties ofMeghalaya- thatthey
openly encourage the elec-
torate to vote for the person
who pleases the most rather
than enlighten the electorate
about the proven quality of
the candidate to serve the
people. The Congress, the
NPP, the UDP, the BJP and
all the other chutput parties
who swear by the Almighty
thatthey are here to serve the
people, all ofthem are hypo-
crites. They are simply there
to win; to purchase votes;
to come to power and after
the elections , to hell with
everyone. We have seen all

Online education in India - the
good, the bad and the ugly!

With educational in-
stitutes closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
government has been en-
couraging online education
to achieve academic conti-
nuity. Most high-end private
and public institutions have
made the switch smoothly
using online platforms such
asZoom, Google classrooms,
Microsoft teams, etc., while
many still find it a herculean
task. The challenges ofonline
education are multifaceted.
It is time that we Indians,
as a society, understand the
realms of online education -
in India, for India.

The Good

Online education allows
for learning something be-
yond the norm. A learner has
access to unlimited topics
and global experts in
niche subjects - some-
thing otherwise not
affordable or imagin-
able for many. Online
programs allow people
ofawide age group to
learn attheir own pace,
without inhibitions,
and without compro-
mising on their other
responsibilities.

Withthe emergence
and spread of COVID-

19 in India, online
education has trickled

down to the most basic

level — schools and
colleges! When asked about
their experience with online
teaching, a student from a
college in Shillong said,
“The online option is a need
in this pandemic situation. It
has brought education to us
without us going anywhere,
and it is more flexible”. Prob-
ably, students are finding it a
welcome change from strict
schedules and long-distance
commutes to attend classes.
For some others, who find
learning in large classes in-
timidating, this may be a
less stressful option. Many
teachers are making the best
ofthis situation by exploring
new methods ofteaching and
assessment.

This is encouraging. But
the moment online education
moves from an optional to the
only form of learning, and
that too long term, the bad
and the ugly slowly become
evident. Indiais beginning to
get a taste of this now.

The Bad

Using the internet for
entertainment is common,
but for online lessons is a big
challenge. Teachers may not
be well-versed with creating
digital content, and convey-
ing it effectively online. A
sudden expectation from
them to upgrade, and from
students to adapt, is unfair.

Body language and eye
contact, which are impor-
tant cues for the teacher, are
difficult to perceive in an
online, class. “l do notreceive
continual feedback in the

ofthis before and | challenge

anyone in these bye elections

to prove me wrong. May
God help all ofus.

Yours etc.,

Toki Blah,

Via email

What have we
become?

Editor,

The political parties have
all started their jamboree of
claiming they will win the
bye-elections. Candidates
from the young to the has-
beens and the tried and tested
are all doing the jumping
jack flash leaving one party
to join another just because
they can’t get aticketto ride
(the famous Beatles song).
And we are talking here of
only three seats to be filled
due to vacancies arising out
ofthe death ofthe MLAs of
those constituencies. And
this is only for a period of
15 months after which the
2023 elections will be held.
Sometimes these candidates
think the electors are fools. If
those thathadjumped fences
to join Party A or B fail to
win this time and then fail
to get tickets in 2023 which
other political party will they
join. And what will they
peddle to the voters? It is a

By DrAmiyaDe

form of students’ reactions
during online sessions, which
reduces the effectiveness
of teaching”, says a college
teacher in Shillong. How
many students have paid at-
tention in a class? Of those,
how many understood the
lesson? Is the teaching pace
alright? Are some students
getting left behind? These
questions arise even in tra-
ditional classrooms, but they
are harderto address in online
classes. Aparentofan 8-year-
old attending a private school
in Shillong says, “There
shouldn’t be online classes
for such young kids. Their
concentration span is small
and they do not pay attention
afterawhile.” The 8-year-old

added, “I hate them (online
classes)!”

Even college students
seem to value the in-class
physical learning experience
much more than a virtual
one. Many acknowledge that
phones can be very distract-
ing. In addition, science and
technology programs often
include hands-on laboratory
sessions, dissertation projects
and field trips to complement
theoretical studies. This as-
pect of learning is severely
limited in online education.

Finally, education is not
justabout subject know ledge
butalso about developing so-
cial skills and sportsmanship
among the students, which
is built over years. Relying
solely on online education
may hinder the holistic de-
velopment of children, and
many may underperform
later in their professional and
personal lives.

The Ugly

While India enjoys a
wide geographic and cultural
diversity, it also suffers from
a huge socio-economic di-
vide. Only a small part ofthe
Indian population has access
to online education right now.
Interrupted power supply,
weak or non-existent internet
connectivity, and unafford-
ability to buy necessary de-
vices are major concerns. “In
a Class of 40 students, after
two months of online classes,
around 20 students regularly
attend class with whatever

fact that politicians in this
state have never bothered
about ideology. All they care
about is winning and then
feathering their nests. It’s
our collective foolishness
that we fail to show these
candidates their place.

Of course it is also true
that voters care more about
how much money we can
pocket from each candidate.
There was a time when we
took money from one can-
didate and openly showed
our support to him/her. Now
we try and convince all
candidates that we will vote
for them and get our share
of the moolah. That’s what
we have become and there’s
nothing shameful about that
because the candidates have
taught us this shamelessness.
Now we are tutored to be the
worst version of ourselves
so it’s all squared up. Does
it make any difference to
our lives if candidate A or
B or C wins? The poor will
remain poor or destitute and
the few wealthy people with
political clout will continue
to become wealthy. That’s
our fate. We were never
destined for greatness. No
hill state, no rest was that
war cry in the 1960°s. Now
we have ahill state butmany
ofus are striving harder than
ever before. When will we
see hope?

device and connection they
have. Around 5-8 students
are completely absent till date
and rest are fluctuating”, says
a school teacher in Shillong.
A teacher in a government-
aided school from Shillong
says, “Itis a frustrating expe-
rience to engage students of
lower classes in online mode.
There are network issues on
both teachers’ and students’
ends”.

To deal with internet con-
nectivity and device avail-
ability issues, ‘classes’ in
many places are happening
via sharing of videos by
teachers over WhatsApp or
YouTube, so that students
can watch them at their con-
venience. This too, however,

comes with difficulties in un-
derstanding the lessons and
promotes rote learning. The
same is,true of pre-recorded
sessions aired on the televi-
sion (e.g., Swayam Prabha
DTH channels) and radio
(audio lessons, through All
India Radio), although they
do cater to a wider student
population that cannot avail
live online classes.

That isnot all. With limi-
tations oflivelihood in a fam-
ily, the first ones to receive
a blow are often girls. In a
recent survey of 733 Stu-
dents studying in government
schools in Bihar, only 28%
ofthe girls had smartphones
in their homes, in contrast
to 36% of the boys. These
smartphones almost always
belonged to male adults,
often being lesser accessible
to girls than boys, and half
of these families could not
afford internet data pack-
ages. Therefore, lessons aired
on television was the main
option for a majority of the
students participating in this
survey. However, girls were
found to spend a dispro:
portionately longer time on
household chores than boys,
which often overlapped with
the time of telecast of these
lessons. Such gaps in educa-
tion could worsen the already
wide gender gap in employ-
ment in India.

Students with disabilities
are among the most depen-
dent on in-person education

Yours etc.,
JL Nongrum,
Via email

CQOVID death
toll

Editor,

It has been estimated
that there have been around
16 million pandemic excess
deaths worldwide. In other
words, 16 million deaths oc-
curred during the Covid-19
pandemic over and above
what normally might be ex-
pected. It indicates that the
global toll ofthe pandemic is
more than three times the of-
ficial toll of Covid-19 deaths.
Experts estimate that India’s
pandemic excess deaths
could be a little under 3 mil-
lion to around 5 million, that
is, India could account for
around a quarter of global
pandemic deaths.

In India, around 9 million
people die during normal
times each year. An extra 3-5
million deaths indicate that
India is one ofthe hardest hit
countries in the world. The
estimate points to the fact
that India has experienced its
greatest mortality since inde-
pendence. Official Covid-19
deaths do not give explicit
information about the grim
reality ofthe pandemic.

and hence least likely to
benefit from distance learn-
ing. A survey by Swabhiman
(an NGO working mainly in
Odisha), in association with
the National Centre for Pro-
motion of Employment for
Disabled People, indicated
that 73% ofthe students with
disabilities had concerns re-
garding the availability of
study material in appropriate
formats. Also, 79% of their
teachers were apprehensive
about teaching effectively
without use of touch to stu-
dents with learning disorders,
autism and low vision. The
lack of effective education
may further aggravate the
high dropout rates of these
children from schools (nearly
50% pre-COVXD) in develop-
ing countries.

Uniform and effective
online education in In-
dia— What s beingdone
and what more is pos-
sible?

There is a global
recognition of the need
for inclusive education
policies during the pan-
demic. To make online
education more effec-
tive, accessible and
safer, various online
resources, training pro-
grams and schemes have
been developed by the
Government ofindia for
students, teachers and
educational institutions.

The teaching community
has come together to form a
nationwide informal and vol-
untary network of teachers,
called the Discussion Forum
of Online Teaching (DFOT),
to discuss different aspects
of online teaching, and cre-
ate repositories of essential
resources.

Cutting-edge technolo-
gies like artificial intelli-
gence (Al) could open new
possibilities for innovative
and personalized approaches
catering to different learning
abilities. 1T Kharagpur has
collaborated with Amazon
Web Services to develop
the National Al Resource
Platform (NAIRP), the future
possibilities of which include
monitoring eye movement,
motion and other parameters
for better teaching and learn-
ing. Google has also indicated
future support in Al based
education in India.

Parting thoughts

Online education opens
up a lot of possibilities for
students and teachers alike.
Yet, it may also widen the
inequalities in the socio-
economic fabric of India. All
ourpolicies and interventions
with regard to online educa-
tion should strive to be in-
clusive. Good vision, sincere
efforts and time will show
India the way ahead.

(The writer is Assistant
Professor, Departmento fPhi-
losophy, RaidLaban College,
Shillong, Postdoctoral fellow
from JNU: Email : amiyas-
indhudey@gmail. com)

However, the Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-
fare says that some of the
estimates are speculative
and erroneous. According
to the Ministry, missing
out on deaths is unlikely. It
claims that the Civil Reg-
istration System (CSR) ac-
curately registers all births
and deaths in the country.
However, it must be un-
derstood that excess deaths
surged and declined in pro-
portion to Covid-19 surge
and decline.

Wide disparity between
official Covid-19 deaths
and excess deaths brings
into sharp focus overall poor
surveillance of pandemic
deaths. Itmustbe understood
that lack ofreal information
about the pandemic will
hinder research ort pandem-
ics, preventive measures, the
government’s welfare mea-
sures and future preparations
to combat diseases.

Yours etc.,
Venu G.S.,
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Kashmir tourism season turns
into terror season

Hindu bonhomie
with Narendra
Modi has ebbed

By Sushil Kutty

Scrapping Article 370
gave the Modi Government
much to crow about. But it
did not stop the terror at-
tacks. Or the terror killings.
Today, the Kashmiri Hindu
is back in his hellhole of the
late 1980s. There’s a new
strain of terrorists stalking
him and killing him with a
bullet to his head. Women
are not spared.

They say it’s the retri-
bution of “The Resistance
Force”. Should we conclude,
then, that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah failed to
read the errors of their way
when they scrapped 370?
The answer is in the sudden
spurt in targeted Killings of

Hindus in the Kashmir Val-
ley. In the state’s impotence
to perform against them!
The b@#t@ *ds are
not'sparing -even harmless
‘paani-poori’ vendors1 A
high school Sikh principal
and a Hindu teacher were
pulled out of a line-up of
teachers and shot dead. The
two had made the mistake of
answering "Hindu" instead
of "Muslim" to a pointed
question. It wasn’t murder,
it was brutal execution.
Now, there’s the familiar
trope that the victims are
heroes! From the elderly
Kashmiri Pandit chemist to
the taxi aggregator, all the
five killed in cold blood in
Kashmir are being hailed
as heroes. BJP spokesper-
sons are skirting the hard
questions. Instead, they’re
talking of the “gaurav of
dying for the tricolour” and
the unsung bravery of the
unheralded victim!

tention - equal parts hero-
dom and equal parts no-
toriety - for scripting the
takeover of Kashmir. Much
was expected of the niove.-
Kashmir shut down and
unarmed Kashmiri rendered
incommunicado. Not the.
armed terrorists though.
They had the ammo to spare,
and spray

Prime Minister Narendra;
Modi is his usual silent sel£;
worse than even ‘Maunmor
han Singh’. Modi hasn’t
spoken on Lakhimpur-Kheri
nor has he condemned the
targeted Killings of Hindus
in Kashmir. It’s time Modi
is disabused of the notion
that people vote for him no
matter what. -

Modi andthe BJP must be
conveyed that he/BJP cannot
anymore count on a Hindu
vote-bank. Thatthe situation
has changed since’20M-anfl
2019: The Hindu bOrfaom$e
with Modi has ebbed. The
honeymoon is over. The
Hindu has seen through
Modi’s camouflage.

Narendra Modi’s confif
dence that he stands no risk
probably stems from his be-
liefthatthere’sno alternative
to him. Thatthe West Bengaj
outcome did not disturb his
ratings and nor will a setback
in Uttar Pradesh in 2022. He
believes his hardcore Hindu
will vote for him irrespective
and regardless. -

Butthe BJP israttled nev-*
ertheless by recent events:
Whether it’s the appointment
of a Dalit Chief Minister izr
Punjab or Congress victories
in local elections in. several
states, including in Maha-
rashtra, the BJP is sagging

They say its the retribution N
of “The Resistance Force *
Should we conclude, then, <

that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shahfailed

to read the errors oftheir way when they:
scrapped 370? The answer is in the

sudden spurt in targeted Killings o fHindus'-
in the Kashmir Valley. In the state s

impotence to perform against them!

It’s nauseating. This re-
petitive ode to the State’s
failure to bring to heel a
new strain ofterrorism. The
exodus of Kashmiri Pandits
in 1989-90 was hastened by
bone-chilling calls from the
mosque, to get out or face
the consequences. Now, it’s
the silent bullet to the back
ofthe head; no warning, no
ultimatum. Far more scary;
far more bone-chilling.

Every Hindu in Kash-
mir now knows he is in
the crosshairs. The CCTV
footage of one Killing is
particularly shocking. The
perpetrator is seen silently
step up behind the ‘Hindu’
and shoot him dead from
less than a foot away. Can
anybody make sense out of
such martyrdom? The victim
died on his feet!

August 5, 2019 Amit
Shah gained worldwide at-

against the ropes.

The not so random tar-
geted Killings of Hindus
in Kashmir may trigger a
renewed exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits from the Valley. The
‘State” has no clue who the
terrorists are. With anger
boiling over and the Uttar
Pradesh elections slated for
Jan-Feb 2022, panic has set
in. Amit Shah has sentateam
of counter-terror experts to
help the local police. ‘

This is the tourist season
in the Kashmir Valley and
“Hindu tourists” make up
the bulk of tourist arriv-
als. Pakistan-based terror
groups are on a high after
the Taliban takeover of Af-
ghanistan. Amit Shah wiH
have to prove he is better
than hisjunior MoS (Home)
Ajay Kumar Mishrain every
which way. (IPA Service)
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By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe

hile travellers are look-
ing ahead to booking
trips to stunning loca-

tions around the globe,

festive season approaches, their
desire is still a dream far from
reality. Travel from India to cer-
tain countries is still restricted,
and there are still strong safety
concerns for international trips.
But here's what you didn't know:
India has many stunning tour-
ist spots which have a heritage,
beauty and feel of International
hot spots.

Right from the picturesque
hill stations, stunning beaches to
peaceful getaways among nature
and culture, there is an interesting
choice of destinations across the
country that can give stiff com-
petition to international counter-
parts. So, for your next vacation,
visit one of these unique gems
that can give you an essence of an
international destination curated
by EaseMyTrip.com:

PONDICHERRY

Known as the French capital of
India, Pondicherry has an Indo-
French culture and has a lot to
offer travellers. With beautiful
beaches, enticing food, colonial
architecture and historical monu-
ments, Pondicherry has been long
known as the Paris of the East.
The French colony in Pondicherry
has a row of vintage old houses
and colourful walls which remind
travellers of Italy and France.
The White Town area of the city
is known as the French Quarter,
you will have a hard time distin-
guishing it from an actual street
in France. Many of the structures
were built by the French during
their rule, and are deemed as
heritage sites today. Pondicherry
is also known for its authentic
French cuisine, jazzy nightlife
and lively marketplaces.

ANDAMAN AND

NICOBAR ISLAND
The striking beaches and tur-
quoise waters of Andaman make
it one of the most sought after
holiday destinations. The unique
island provides a scenic view,
Secluded beaches, and a range
<yf activities, which give tough
—t'OWP'tfllrion to thefFcounterparts
in Thailand. The island also pro-
vides travellers with an opportu-
nity to explore totally untouched
sites and experience an amazing
culture like no other. The heaven-
ly beaches in this region provide

as the

the opportunity to try exciting
water sports such as sea walking,
jet-skiing and snorkelling. The
region is also one of the most
prominent destinations in the
country for underwater diving.
Apart from exotic beaches, the
territory also has rich flora and
fauna, vibrant corals, and scenic
landscapes with an intriguing
colonial past.

AHLI. UTTARAKHAND

Auli, known as the mini-Swit-
zerland of India is one of the
rare skiing destinations in India.
Located at an elevation of 2,500
meters, Auli is known for its
vast stretches of clean, snow-
clad mountain slopes, and is
surrounded by coniferous and

oak forests, which provides its
striking resemblance to the Swiss
Alps. The slopes in the region are
suited for both professional and
amateur skiers, and there are sev-
eral centres in the city that offer
training to prospective skiers at
affordable rates. The quaint hill
station provides an exquisite view
of the mighty Himalayas along
with its peaks, including Nanda
Devi, Kamet and Dunagiri. In the
summer season, hikers can enjoy
walks around the picture-sque
roads or even explore mountain
bike trails.

MALANA, HIMACHAL

Popularly known as 'Little
Greece in Himachal Pradesh’,
Malana is a charming and serene

village in the state. The topog-
raphy, unique hilly terrains and
pleasant weather in this pristine
village will remind you of the
beautiful landscapes in Greece.
Malana village has unique char-
acteristics which make it different
from other cities in the country.
The village follows a local system
that is more Greek than Indian in
both style and system. It has an
overwhelming sense of seclusion
from the rest of the country, be-
cause of which it looks absolutely
different from any other city. It is
a perfect location for tourists to
enjoy hiking, surrounded by green
lush and snow-clad mountains.
It is also a perfect destination to
camp and spends a night under the
bright stars.

Dressing for Navratri

avratri, the Hindu festival
of nine nights, has begun.
This nine-night Indian

N

festival celebrates the triumph of

good over evil. According to the
Hindu lunar calendar, this day is
one of the nine auspicious ones.

Every day of the festival has
a different significance because
it honours Goddess Durga's nine
incarnations. It commemorates
the Goddess' victory over evil.
A different auspicious colour is
associated with each day of the
festival, honouring the Goddess
many incarnations.

Wearing the appropriate colour
on festive days will add to the
celebration's atmosphere, says
Designer Kavita Gupta.

Here are the nine colourful
dresses suggestions of Navratri
2021 by her, so that you can enjoy
the festivity already under way in
full elan.

* Day 1: The first day of
Navratri is dedicated to Maa
Durga's first incarnation, God-
dess Shailputri, the mountain's
daughter. She represents strength
and power as a feminine version
of Mother Nature. Choose a grey
that is somewhere between black
and white in terms of colour tem-
perature. Gorgeous ruffle lehenga
will have you turning heads in
grey. If there's an embroidery or
silver accent, it makes it even
more appealing.

* Day 2: Brahmacharni is re-
vered on the second day. Mark
her arrival in wearing the newest
drapery styles. Allow the flowing
layered drapes to transform your
look into something seductive.
For the perfect dandiya night
look, pair an A-Line Kurta with a
long jacket. It’s also less cluttered
because there are no dupattas, and
it draws attention to the women’s
figures.

* Day 3: Devi Chandraghanta,
the goddess with the half-moon

on her ,forehead, is honoured on
this day. Nothing compares to the
timeless elegance of a white Kurti
paired with a phulkari, or bandhej
dupatta. Wear this with oxidized
silver jewellery for the dandiya
night to look stunning.

* Day 4: The fourth day is de-
voted to the Goddess Khushmanda
so welcome her by dressing up
in a red saree. A red saree is a
must-have for any Indian woman's
wardrobe. However, wearing a red
ruffle saree will draw attention to
you on a festive night.

* Day 5: Day five of Navratri is
for Goddess Skandamata. Please
her with a royal blue hue. The
colour royal blue is associated
with aristocracy and looks stun-
ning on people of all skin tones.
Our Navratri Dandiya Raas Le-
henga Choli with Dupatta will put
you in the mood for Garbha right
away. Makeup, silver jewellery,
and festive flair will all brighten

your festive spirits.

* Day 6: Celebrate the sixth
day in worshipping Goddess
Katyayani, the sixth incarnation.
Wear MARIGOLD yellow, which
is an auspicious colour for In-
dian celebrations because of its
meaning. There are numerous
trendy ways to wear a bright and
cheery colour. Bring the modern
look to your wardrobe by wear-
ing an asymmetrical flared kurta
with foil prints. Indulge in glitzy
golden metallic prints for a glim-
mering look.

* Day 7: Kaalra,tri is wor-
shipped on the seventh day of
Navratri or Saptami. Enjoy this
day with spirit in this season's
fashion trend for voluminous
sleeves. Wear a dress with over-
sized sleeves to make a state-
ment. Turn all eyes on yourselfin
this vintage-inspired bell-sleeve
kurta. Aside from that, the stun-
ning shade of green will instantly

elevate your style game.

* Day 8: Goddess Mahagauri,
the eighth manifestation of Durga,
is worshipped on the eighth day.
Embroideries have always been a
major fashion trend, no matter what
time it is. Each one is unique and
adds a fun, carefree vibe to your
ensemble. Choose a soft Lucknowi
saree or kurta in Peacock Green.
Adding extra sequins or zari in a
soothing colour for Navratri will
enhance the charm.

* Day 9: Spend the ninth day
of Navratri in adoration of God-
dess Siddhidhatri, Kurtas with a
modest and clean-cut receive a
festive makeover. Opt for a tra-
ditional purple kurta that's been
given a modern makeover. There's
a funky vibe to the embroidery at
the top and bottom of the shirt.
Your Navratri wardrobe will look
effortlessly stylish with this Side
Split Long Flared Anarkali Suit.
(IANSlife)
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Literature & More...

Anecdotal, though-provoking
memoir on India’s banking system

r n his is a highly anticipated account of some of the critical periods
I in the history of Indias financial sector by one of the countrys
JL  most talented and established banking professionals in the coun-
try, Rajnish Kumar, former Chairman of State Bank of India (SB1),
India’s largest commercial bank.

“The Custodian of Trust" (Penguin) is the story of Rajnish Kumar's
incredible journey as a banker. Debuting as a writer with his memoir,
Kumar shares his stories - from being a probationary officer in SBI
to becoming its chairman in 2017 - capturing the many changes He
witnessed in India's banking sector during his career. Recounting
his experiences about the aftermath of demonetization: challenges
in YES Bank; tie
crisis in Jet Airways
and NPAs, this book
is anecdotal, engag-
ing and thought-
provoking, and will
attract a wide spec-
trum of readers.

"l am pretty ex-
cited to share my
journey of 40 years
with State Bank
of India and offer
glimpses of my per-
sonal life," Rajnish
Kumar said.

"SBI is consid-
ered a proxy to the
Indian Economy.
In that sense, the
book is also an ac-
count of the tremen-
dous progress matle
by the country as
well as the bank-
ing and financial
system in the last
four decades. The
removal of poverty
has been the big
gest challenge and
lan&s have played
a critical role in the
fight againstlpover-
ty. There are many
untold and unknown stories in the look, whic« 1am sure readerswill
find interesting and inspirational,” he added.

Even before its official launch, "The Custodian of Trust" has.’fe-
ceived generous praise and endorsements from the stalwarts of M ia
Inc. and the banking industry. Ratan Tata. Chairman Emeritus, Tata
Sons, remarked that "this book is not just about the banking system
of our country, but a chronicle of contemporary economic history".
Uday Kotak. CEO. Kotak Mahindra Bank, said about the book: "It
has the potential to be a Bollywood blockbuster."

Premanka Goswami, Executive Editor at Penguin Random House
India, said: "Rajnish Kumar assumed the responsibility to lead the
country's biggest commercial bank at a critical time when India's fi-
nancial sector was going through a turmoil. "The Custodian of Trust'
opens awindow to these times. We. at Penguin House Random House
India, are excited to publish"Kumar's mronorrrit— e

Rajnish Kumar joined SBI as a probationary officer, in 1980. Hfe
served the bank in various capacities across the country and overseas.
Prior to his appointment as Chairman, he was Managing Director (Na-
tional Banking Group) at the bank overseeing the Retail business and
Digital Banking. He was Chairman of the Indian Banks Association and
served on the boards of many other companies while serving SBI.

Currently, he is a director on the boards of HSBC Asia Pacific, L&T
Infotech Ltd and Lighthouse Communities Foundation.. He is also an
exclusive advisor to Kotak Investment Advisors Ltd and senior adjri-
sor to Baring Private Equity Asia Pvt Ltd. tIAN'S)

The turbulent connection between
religion and terrorism

A recently divorced docior looking for seclusion relocates to an

fjk isolated house on a riverbank. The following summer, dead
A li-bodies start turning up in the river, on the roads, in trains and
on city crossings. Everybody calls it the 'Punjab Problem’, as it
was a stubborn crossword puzzle. The doctor is kidnapped and nearly
killed, once by terrorists for helping the police and once by the police
for helping the terrorists.

A young Dalit girl, with the dream of becoming a dancer in her
eyes, and her soul mate Bheem leave their caste-ridden existence
behind and relocate
to B<5m.bay. They
have learnt the hard
-way that the preach-
iag of oneness by
their religion does
not work in the real
world.

Drawing its title.
"Two and a half
Rivers" (Niyogt
Books), from (he
historicity of the
Partition which has
left in its wake only
halfthe rivers to In- |
dia from the land of
the five rivers, An-
irudh Kala's novel
offers a poignant
commentary on the
turbulent connec-
tion between reli-
gion and terrorism.

Reffecting on
the telling of this
story. Kala said:
"Since 1 was writ-
ing about Punjab
militancy, the worst
large-scale violence
perpetrated on the
people of Punjab
since the Partition of India, | felt a sense of responsibility. 1, along
with friends, neighbours and many others, including iny patients, lived
through that dark decade and a half. The other main narrative of the
novel is that of caste - one more unpleasant fact about Punjab that
people outside know little of. What | attempted to write was truth in
essence, but fiction in details."

Anirudh Kala is a Ludhiana-based psychiatrist whose experience
shows in how he sketches out his characters and their personality
traits. This is his second book as a fiction writer, ihe first being "The
Unsafe Asylum: Stories of Partition and Madness" (201 X).

His focus is always to educate people about mental health and menial
illness, focussing on eradicating sligma. labels, and prejudice. Besides
his professional passions, Kala also likes reading Urdu poetry, hiking,
and listening to Indian semi-elassieal music. (IANS)
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very year, millions of birds
E criss-cross the planet, soar-

ing above our heads in
search of food, warmth and mates.
From pole to pole, here are some
of the most remarkable journeys
made by our feathered friends.

So-called “summer migrants”,
like the common cuckoo, are bird
species which spend roughly Oc-
tober to March in warmer climes
than that of the UK, such as those
of Portugal, Senegal and the
Congo Basin.

In the UK’s summer months,
there is such an abundance of
airborne insects - their diet of
choice - that these birds are not
only able to feed themselves but
can successfully raise a family
too.

But in the autumn, when it’s
too cold for many insects to fly,
the birds return souih where the
weather is warmer and there are
flies available all year round.

Believe it or n,ot, some birds
come to Europe in winter for its
milder weather. Species such as
barnacle geese breed in the Arc-
tic, where there are full days of
sunlight and plenty of grass on
which to feed during the spring
and summer. When the cold
weather sets in, they migrate
south to take advantage of the
warmer winters.

LONG DISTANCE

The Arctic tern, which holds
the record for the longest migra-

ByPLAjaiBhambi

tion of any bird, breeds in the
very north of Europe and Asia
during summer before migrating
all the way to the Antarctic Ocean
to spend another summer: this
time in the southern hemisphere.

This journey across the entire
globe covers a distance of about
35,000km. The oldest known
Arctic tern survived for 31 years,
which means it travelled over
1.6m kilometres in its lifetime
- more than the equivalent of
travelling to the moon and back
twice.

Lots of species follow a section
of the Arctic terns’route by going
from north to south and back: but
the red-necked phalarope offers a
twist on this classic journey. This
bird, which weighs 27-48g - the
same as between one and two
small bags of crisps - flies west
from Scotland to Peru and back
each year.

A study has shown that one
red-necked phalarope, which
bred on the Shetland Isles, flew
west to cross the Atlantic Ocean
before stopping over at the border
between the US and Canada.

The bird then flew down the
east coast of the US and crossed
over onto the Pacific coast of
Mexico. From there, it continued
south until it reached the coast
of Peru, where it spent October
to April. This marathon flight is
typical behaviour for individuals
breeding in Scotland, Iceland or
Greenland.

‘Star - Gazing’

TOP SPEED

Although the peregrine fal-
con is known to be able to reach
the fastest speed of any animal,
reaching up to 322kmph during
one of its steep dives or “stoops”,
its average speed in level flight
is between 65-95kmph: enough
to comfortably keep up with a
standard car. Now, imagine a
bird able to keep that speed up
for 6,760km.

That’s the feat achieved by
tens of thousands of great snipes
each year. This brown wading bird
looks unassuming as it feeds at
the edges of lakes and in soft mud,
but when it’s time to migrate it
can fly non-stop for almost seven
thousand kilometres at an average
speed of 97kmph. This extraor-
dinary journey takes individuals
from Sweden, where they breed,
to sub-Saharan Africa, where they
spend winter.

HIGH FLIERS

One of the more fascinating
aspects of bird migration is the
extreme heights at which birds
often choose to travel. Cooler air
is thinner, requiring less effort
to fly through. The coolness also
prevents birds from overheating
whilst using their wing muscles
so much. But the'downside to this
is the much lower oxygen levels
in upper regions of the Earth’s at-
mosphere, resulting in increased
risk of hypoxia: where the levels
of oxygen reaching the body’s tis-
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MoonsexHeSalumonyoursolarreturnchartand itwil showgood effectforthe whole year.
Youw il enjoy a good health. Youwill conductyour business carefully andwill nottake any
decisioninahaste otherwiseitmayboomerangagainstyou. Y ourbusinessexpansion plans
wSbefruitful. Youwil remainin demandamongyour colleagues. Youwil make bestuseof
technologyandintemettoenhanceyourbusinessprofits. Youneedto showawiseheadand
notgetemotional in love matters. Otherwise, youwill have afeeling of being letdownwhen
itmattersmost Youwillactingoodtandemwithyourspouse. Peaceandhamwnywill preval
infamiy relations. Youw il geta promotion in yourjob and some importantassignmenttoo
maybegivento you. Youneedtotake care ofyourhealth andwhatyoueat Youwinremain

opponents well and wil appear stronger. Love birds will decide to get
maried. Inyou-homeandofficetieatmospherewill beremaincongenial.
Dotakecare ofyourfinanoes. Anddon'ttakeanydecisioninarush. You
needtoavoidbeingemotional.

Ubra:(SeptetTter23-Ubra23)

Youwil be getting lot of help from colleagues and bosses. Even your
famiy members and friends wil support you a lot You wH get lot of
success in your work. Victory is written for you in whatever task you
undertake and perform. Cleaiiy, you seemto beonarde. Youwil also

happyandcheerU. It J* spend a lot of time with your family members. There wil be love and
Aries: (Marcft21-April 20) A A bonding infamiy ties. Youwil miss a dose and special personand get
T1lierewibeaccnipletetumaround.Yourluckwistartfavoringyou.Your emotional about hiuivher. You wil also get interestedin occult sciences
ownpeoplewinstartgivinglotofsupport Youwingetlotof positivevibes. andwanttoknowthetnJthoflife. Thelifeseemsbeabigpuzzlefbryou
Alegal matterwil getsortedout Youwilemergeamuchstrongerperson. with its twists and tums. But you enjoy this fascinating joumey which
Youw i also enjoy awonderful love life. There wil be lot of caring and throws newchallenges dally. YouwiUmake progressin yourworkwilh
supportYouwBcomemuchdosertayourpartner.Youwllalsotakeyour yourownefforts. Donottakedecisionby beingemoational. Yoursuperiors
owndecisionsin business. Yourfinandal positionwill alsogetbetter but winappreciate youfor some greatachievement
suddenly some secretwill emerge muchto your dislike which will upset Scorpio: (October24-November22)
you. Butyouwilltakelife seriouslyandmeakeprogressingeneral. Youwill Youwil move aheadwith a positive outiook. Luckis also favoringyoua
listen tothe words of your bossandtake it seriously. Youwiibegrateful lotYouwil alsomake planstobuyandsell property. Youwill doyourwork
to Godl. Itisa gainful time for students. Theywill gk successin exams/ with the utmost dediication and sincerity. You will take some work to
interview. Youwill have profits in partnership. o] u completion with a methodical and planned approach. You will be suo-
Taurus: (April21-May21) cesslul in mailers of love and romance. A veiy special and charming
You mil suddenly find things tuming in your faww. Youwill havea lot of personwill comeinyourlife all ofasudden. Youwill receiveagoodnens
interest in social activitiee. Your imagewil improve and people around al fromsomewhere. A legalmatterwil getsorted out. Butdo notsignany
you wil start giving lot of respect YouwiUhave financial (pins. It wA documentwithout reading it 'You wil take work as if on a missionand
_ r appeartoydixlife issimpleorty weraakeitcomplexbyourownactions. completeitwith lotof sincerity anddedication. The resultsofexamsand
Yet,youw fbemuchlovedpersonandw i help peoplealoL Colleagues intervieww il bein yourfavpr. Youwil extenda hand of helpto thosein
*V B | wingetyourhelp. YouniHhavenewjob/businessoffers. Youwill belucky need.
ul In matters of love and romance. Youw il have good understandingwith Sagitianus:(Novermber23-Deoermber23)
yourspouse"partner. YourinfiuenceandiamewiUncrease manifold. You The planetary situation is very favorable this week. Youwill gain lot of
WMalso refresh old memories. Youwil also getout of roubles thatyou confidencewith your efforts. Yourtaskwinalsogetcompleted. Youwin
were having. It is gaing to be a pleasant week where you wal enjoy alsobeluckyinmattersoffamilyinheritance and property. Andyou may
wonderful momentswith yourfamiy. _ get satisfied financial benefits too. The work atmosphere too wil be
Gemini: (May22-June21) P y 1 favorable.Yourbosseswinbehappywithyourperformance.Youwlialso
Itisgoingtobeaweekwhichwinbringyoulotofhappinessandprosperity. enjoy good bondingwith your spous”partner. Youwffl be successful in
Youwinhavefinancial gains. Youwi\alsogetworkordersfromabroad. ITT7 yourlove life. Youwill meetan important personality. He/shewil guide
A. - f Youw#alsomakeplanstotravelabroad. Peoplew il payattentiontowhat youwen. You wil also dear some major competitive exarms. You will
k'Y yousay.YourpeeraandbosseswibehappywithyourpetforTnanoe. You alsobebusyInprayersandmeditation. Youwingetthe blessingsofyour
a lg ft W be givenaddedresponsfciity inyourjob. Hie graphofyourfameand elders. Yourprofessional contactswil expand. Youwill havesuccessin
presSgeriseuseday byday.Mattersincourtcaseswill bedecidedinyour yourbusinessiwork. Yourfinancial sidewil be strong.
favor. Husbandandwifewinhave good understanding. House-wiveswil Capricom: (December22-January20)
remainbusyintheirvotkandalsowil havetimeforrecreation. Newplans Thereare strongchances ofgainsinyourprofessioivork. Youwilalso
regarding the future win be made. You Winfocus on the renovation/ remain mentally strong and not afraid to face challenges. You will
decorationofyourhouse. Monetarysituationswil bestrongandfavorable. dischargeyour responsibilitywell. Youwill getsuccessinofficial matters
Cancer(June22-July22) andyouropponentswill getdefeated. Itistimetotakeadearstandonan
Youwlllbe havinglotoffunand entertainmentthisweek. Youwill planto important issue. You will be lucky in love metters. You will treat your
go out with your family on a short trip for peace andjoy. You will have partnerwellandwill understand his/herfeelingswell. Youwil feel anew
pleasant time Inthe company of your dose ones. You win refresh old " energy inside. Students will get success in exarrs. You will also be
memories. Youw* remaininhighspirits. Peaceandhamionywinprevail olferedajobofyourchoice. Therewillbeanincreaseinyourprestigeand
r family. Youwil balance your domesticlife and professional life wen respect. Youwil getthe supportofyourcolleaguesand boss. Moneywill
Moneyinflowwffibeconlinuous. Youwilalsobegivenimportanceinyour keepcoming. YouwBlalsohelplhe needy. Youwillalsodosomelhingfor
jotfwork. Butdesistrominterferinginothersmatters. Youninhavetopay the society. You will spendyourtime in yoga, meitationand prayers.
a heawy price for it otherwise your differences with brothers wil get Aquarius:(January?1-Febiuetty18)
resolved. Yourbosswil be happywithyou. Martiage ofafamily member Itis going to be aweekwhich will give wonderful results. Youwill come
wiHgetfixed all ofa sudden. Itwil completely changethe atmosphereof dosertoyourpartner. Themisunderstandingofpastwilgetremoved But
yourfarriyforgood. keepawayfrom controversy othenwiseitwill createalotoftensioninthe
Leo: (Jidy23-August23) m. family. Butyouwil sr_mva_ldto_f intefigence and n'amnly Youwilalso
There win be an Increase in yourwork efficiency. YouviVplan a major m b enjoy wonderful refetionshipwith your parexts. You will look after them
expansioninyourbusiness. Thoseprajectswhichwherelyinginlimbofor well. Focus onyourwork, otherwise it will notbefinished intime. Thera
- alongperiod wil geta kickslart. Youwil completeyourperiling issues will be a change in your daily routine and habits. You wiHdefeat your
C  atwork Youwil also receive additional bonus, incentives and here- enemies. Newjo/business offers will come. You will also undertake
mente Youwinalso plantoinvestyourmoney. Thosewhowerethinking businesstorkrelatedtripswhichwil proveto bevery beneficial. Youwil
ofbuyinganewproperty, houseorflatcandoso. Youwillalsohaveagala meet higherofficial and somehowgetyourworkdone. Situationswil be
o* time with your family memibers. You win remain busy with friends and favorableforworkingwomen.
relatives. YouwiHalso share same wave lengthwithyour partner. Love Pisces: (February 19- March20)
birdswil haveawonderfultime. Theworkthatyouhadwantedtogetdone Itisgoingto be favorableweekinterns of money. Buthealth of afamily
for a long timew# getdone. Avoid getting into arguments with anyone. elder may be a cause of some concem. However, you will managethis
Otherwise, youw* lose your peace of mind. with patience. Whatever you do you win get success in it. You winbe
Virgo: (August24-Septermber22) watched minutely by your basses. Your conduct will come in for lot of
Itisgoingtobeanamazingweekforyou. TTiesituationatworkwil remain praise andappreciation. Your childwill behave nicelywith you. Youwill
underyourcontrof, Yourgraphofpopiiarityandrespectwill rise. Yourboss also meke plans to watch movie with your family mermbers. You wil
wilbehappywithyourperformance. Youwil bringeverymatterfavorable performallyourtasksinanewway. Your personalitywii befearlessand
for yourself. Youwil also have gains in your business. YouwiU easily inspiring. These are enlightening days. Youwill be excited about your
(L / obotaii your objectives. Avoid tiff with your business partners. You wil career. All the douts in ypur mind wil get deared. Take advioe ofan
enjoy good understandingwithyour spouse. Your maturityandwisdom expertinlegalffinancial matters. Yourspousewmtiytocomedosetoyou.
i|]C "  wibevistiein yourdayto daydealingswith people. Youwiface your Youwill trust the tradiiional way of doing things.

(SEVEN)

m|IRNEY TO THE
MUON AND BACK

Here’s a look at the most extraordinary
journeys migrating birds make

sues are insufficient, potentially
causing damage.

Birds counteract this by pro-
ducing more red blood cells,
which help carry more oxygen
through their body. This is the
same process that occurs in hu®
man athletes training at high
altitudes.

Astonishingly, there have been
reports of bar-headed geese fly-
ing above the highest Himalayan
peaks - which can reach over
8km. This species’ unique physi-
ology, including larger lungs and
brains able to tolerate low carbon
dioxide levels in the blood, has
long fascinated researchers.

Smaller birds, such as pied
flycatchers, also use cooler air
to travel, often flying at night so
that they don’thave to fly as high
to reach sufficiently cool areas.
Because of this, they’re called
nocturnal migrants. These birds
navigate using the stars, only
landing to refuel during the day.
We know that they travel by night
by recording their in-flight calls
as they pass overhead during the
hours of darkness.

(The Conversation)

(Top right) The Arctic tern,
which holds the recordfor the
longest migration of any bird.

(Right) The barnacle goose
which breeds in the Arctic and
migrates south in winter.

Career Options In
Mental Health

By Ranjan K Baruah
hen we are hurt or feel
uneasy or get fever or
other symptoms then
we consult doctors for our well-
being. Physical health can be
easily accessed and the. cause of
various health problems can be
identified. There is a challenge
when it comes to assessing our
mental health as we do not have
many professionals or experts
in this field. Moreover the re-
cent pandemic has brought more
challenges and issues which are
affecting our mental health.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
had a major impact on people’s
mental health. Some groups, in-
cluding health and other frontline
workers, students, people living
alone, and those with pre-existing
mental health conditions, have
been particularly affected. And
services for mental, neurological
and substance use disorders have
been significantly disrupted.

Yet there is cause for optimism.
During the World Health Assem-
bly in May 2021, governments
from around the world recognized
the need to scale up quality men-
tal health services at all levels.
And some countries have found
new ways of providing mental
health care to their populations.

There is a focus on mental
health around the world and 10th
October is observed as World
Mental Health Day. During this
year’s World Mental Health Day
campaign, there would be a show-
case of the efforts made in some
of the countries and encourage
others to highlight positive sto-
ries which are an inspiration to
others. The campaign slogan is
“mental health care for all: let’s
make it a reality” .

There are career options and
opportunities for many people
in India to work in the field of
mental health. The scope is not
limited to doctors but there are
many other designations and job
responsibilities which can be
opted by our young people. Men-
tal health professionals work with

children and adults of all ages,
helping them with things like:
stress, communication, aging,
self-esteem, divorce and marriage
and other family issues like par-
enting, grief, anger, depression,
addiction and substance abuse and
other serious mental illnesses.

Aspirants may take up courses
like psychology to be in the field
of mental health. As there are
different job roles or designation,
academic qualification may vary
like someone may come from the
field from nursing, social work,
sociology, etc. But to be a pro-
fessional counsellor in the field
of mental health profession one
can choose psychology which is
offered by different educational
institutions in India and abroad.
This subject is taught from se-
nior secondary level as well as
in masters level and there are
special diploma and certificate
programmes available.

This field is very challenging
for which other skills are also re-
quired. Skills which are required
include compassion, empathy,
critical thinking, active listening,
effective communication, etc.
Patience is a must as one needs
to work in different situations
which are very challenging. One
must remember that as a mental
health professional, one needs
to examine people with mental
health illnesses and help them to
deal with their illness by various
methods. The methods which may
be used include medical, psycho-

therapeutic, psycho-social or as a
combination of various methods
depending upon the person.

There is a confusion regard-
ing two designations in this field
which are related with psychia-
trist and psychologists. Both psy-
chiatrists and psychologists will
be studying the behavior patterns
of the patients. The psychiatrist
will be conducting various tests
and provide the diagnosis based
on the symptoms. Psychiatrists
are trained medical doctors and
therefore they can prescribe med-
icines and psychologists focus on
therapy sessions or other counsel-
ing sessions for the patients. One
must get admission into medical
colleges to become a psychiatrist
and there are very few psychia-
trists in the country which brings
more options for doctors who do
their specialization in the field of
mental health.

There would be more demand
for mental health professionals
as people are facing challenges
due to different family issues and
other similar issues which are
affecting them negatively. Apart
from joining government or other
areas one may be self employed
and earn if they are qualified,
trained, skilled and passionate
to work in the field of mental
health.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@gmail.com for any career
related queries)
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Caught napping again
THE nation is faced with a serious power crisis
due to non-supply of coal to thermal stations.
The Union coal and power ministries are hard
at work to solve the problem, but it would take
time. The crisis in the power sector unfolded
just as the nation was somewhat back on track
after the derailment of life in general during the
Covid pandemic term lasting a year and a half.
Industrial activities have regained the lost pace
and this was only to be expected. As had hap-
pened in the time of the handling of the second
Covid wave, the government was again caught
napping. A dispensation does not function on
the lines of a hand-to-mouth existence; and
advance planning is integral to governance. It
involves anticipating what is coming. Clearly,
in both these times, the governmental agencies
were found wanting in adequately responding

to emerging situations.

After power sector reforms, India’s power
sector held high promise and a scenario of sur-
plus power emerged. Now, state after state is
faced with a power crisis and sending SOS to
the Centre to reach sufficient coal to thermal sta-
tions. A reason cited by the Union Government
for the present crisis in the power sector is that
the coal prices in the international markets have
surged andthat this led to a cutin imports and an
increasing dependence on domestic coal. Also,
the domestic coal production and transportation
were "affected due to rains.”” The claim that
industrial activities peaked after the near-end
of the second Wave could be true. This should
have been anticipated and action taken to meet
the emerging requirements. Indians the second
largest importer, consumer and producer o fcoal;
the firstbeing China. China’s ban on coal import
from Australia came in between. The price of
coal in the global market surged also due to the
heavy intake by China in the post-Covid sce-
nario because of heightened industrial activity
in the world’s central production beehive.

Thermal power takes care of halfof India’s
energy requirements today even as there is a
stress also on renewable energy sources. Hydel
projects are largely discouraged due to resis-
tance from environmentalists. In this scenario,
the rise in the prices of imported coal will
have an adverse impact on prices overall. Steel
plants, for instance, see a four-fold rise in their
production costs. This will raise steel prices and
construction costs. So is the case with other sec-
tors. Lack of adequate advance planning added
to the power sector crisis.

I.i'llits to (lie hililm

Shocking

news ever!

Editor

Reading the news about a
father raping his two daugh-
ters ( ST October 9, 2021)
sent chills down my spine
accompanied with a sense
of disgust and anger over
the heinous act of immoral-
ity and wickedness in human
beings. Rape has become so
rampant these days, that we
read and watch the news nar-
rating horrifying stories of
girls and women Fallingprey
to rape. Step-fathers violat-
ing their step-daughters have
been reported many times
but to read of a father vio-
lating the honour of his two
minor daughters repeatedly
brings shame and disgrace
on humankind as a whole.
What is even more shock-
ing is that those who have
knowledge of this man's
bestial act kept quiet about it.
How could a mother do that?
How could she turn a blind
eye to the evil acts of her
husband? Any sane human
being, awoman and amother
at that, would have gone
to any extent to punish the
beast. It makes me wonder

if the father who is the devil
incarnate and the motherwho
is a worshipper of this devil
have lost their inner voice
and conscience. | wonder if
the father feels no shame and
fear for what he has done.
It saddens me that human
values have degenerated to
this level. No punishment
could be pronounced as the
most adequate and befitting
punishment for the father,
the mother and the uncle that
would help wipe outthe pain,
the humiliation and the scar
ofthe two girls. What sort of
punishmentwill thejudiciary
pronounce and when?
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Via email

Waste
segregation: Need

of the hour

Editor

Giving thought to the
recent crisis of dumping
of garbage in Jowai town,
waste minimization becomes
a prime agenda. Waste mini-
mization is an approach to
reduce the amount of waste
produced. It includes source

(SIX)

State of affairs in the State Rabbit farming in
Meghalaya: Scope
and benefits

By Serene Roy Lakuna & CheasaN. Sangma

It is said that a week is a
long time in politics because
a lot can happen in seven
days. Indeed stories and the
twists and turns to the stories
that have developed in the
last few days and quite re-
vealing. Take for example the
story ofthe Grand Old Party
in the country after the two
Congress stalwarts Vincent H
Pala and Dr Mukul Sangma
metthe Congress High Com-
mand in Delhi. It looked like
everything is settled and
the party is ready to hit the
streets now to campaign for
the bye-elections. Or at least
that isthe impression that the
party was hoping to give to
the public in general and the
party cadres in particular.

The GOP is not out of

the danger zone yet

But the question that still
hangs like a guillotine on the
neck ofthe Congress party in

the state is whether Dr Mukul
Sangma and Vincent Pala
were ultimately able to bury
their hatchet. Is everything
hunky dory in the party now?
Some would say that the high
command was able to bring
the two leaders to an under-
standing so it is a win-win
situation for both the doy-
ens of the party. The duo’s
role and responsibilities in
the party have been clearly
defined after Pala made it
public that he isnot interested
in joining state politics. But
the events that were planned
but failed to materialise alto-
gether gave a different twist
to the story. For instance the
appointmentthat Dr Sangma
made with the Speaker or the
Assembly secretariat which
was later cancelled tells a
different story.

The question that is be-
ing asked is, whether it is
true that Dr Sangma made a
volte-face and did not leave
the Congress party because
he did not have the required
numbers in the House to
defect from the party? If that
is the case then is it true that
he isjust buying time before
he and his group leave the
Congress for good? All par-
ties and organisation have
their crisis especially when
there are two alpha males in

reduction, use of recyclable
products, purchasing policy,
segregation, stock manage-
ment etc. Out of the five,
waste segregation is the key
to waste minimization. It is
essential for effective waste
management, improves pub-
lic health protection and must
be done according to specific
treatment and disposal re-
quirements. Waste is either
dumped on landfill sites or
water bodies. Our landfills
are brimming with so much
urban waste and the rivers
that once upon atime flowed
majestically are nothing but
oversized drains now. It is
high time that we put into
practice the method ofwaste
sorting. And it must start at
the household level. Each one
of us is responsible for what
goes into the dump.

Waste must be segregated
into: Wet/Kitchen waste, Dry
waste and E-waste. Wet/
Kitchen waste or biodegrad-
able waste can quickly be
broken down by microorgan-
isms in normal environmen-
tal conditions and hence, can
produce compost to be used
as fertilizers and to improve
the soil for plantation. Dry
waste - Recyclable waste

By HH Mohrmen

agroup ofpoliticians, but it is
not like there is no opportuni-
ty for conflict resolution. The
only thing that is required
for the two leaders is to bury
their hatchet and sacrifice
their personal ambitions for
the sake ofthe Party. Post the
bye-election to the three con-
stituencies, the Party needs
to embark on a confidence
building effort to bring the
party to its past glory.

It is also a fact that Pala
in his effortto strengthen the
Congress is only targeting the
old guards of the party. Well
there is no harm in bringing
experienced hands to rebuild
the party and with their matu-
rity and experience they can
bring stability. But the party
needs to bring in new blood
if it is to attract the young

voters ofthe state.

The proof <Jfthe pudding
like they is in the eating, so
the people of the state will
have to wait and see the
outcome of the Congress’s
effortto reorganize itself. The
immediate test of the Con-
gress rejuvenation will be the
result of the by-elections in
the state. Whether the Party
is united will be proven if it
at least able to retain the two
constituencies that it has won
earlier.

HNLC influence
gaining ground

The fact that the militant
group was able to raise its
ugly head in the Khasi Ja-
fitia region of the state is a
cause of grave concern for
the ordinary citizens. Bombs
were placed and some in
cases were detonated in dif-
ferent locations and demand
notes were served to targeted
individuals. The banned or-
ganisation has obviously re-
claimed its lost ground. How
come the organisation which
was in a dormant state for
so long suddenly came back
to the limelight? How is it
possible for an organisation
which the police had at one
point of time condemned as
a spent force, all ofa sudden
get anew lease of life?

The blame is on the MDA

like glass bottles, newspa-
pers, metal scraps etc. must
be submitted to local scrap
dealers or recycling centres.
Reusing orrepurposing items
must be encouraged until it
has reached a point where
it can no longer serve a pur-
pose. E-waste - Electronics,
bulky fridge or hazardous
tube lights, bulbs, batteries,
monitors and anything that
contains chemicals, the non-
hazardous items like cables,
chargers, phones etc. must
be collected and submitted
to e'-waste drop off points or
online collection services or
recycling centres, following
a yearly disposal process or
monthly in case of work-
places.

Pharmaceutical waste,
medical waste along with
sanitary waste can produce
numerous diseases. In order
to avoid this, such waste must
be incinerated or encapsulat-
ed rather than disposing them
into landfills. Sanitary waste
like diapers and pads can be
properly wrapped and some
marks must be put on them
for easy identification.

Once waste segregation
becomes a way of life, in-
dividual efforts along with

government for mishandling
the situation. It has failed to
capitalise on the gains that
the previous governmentwas
able to achieve in tackling the
menace. It is obvious from
the ability ofthe organisation
to plant bombs at strategic
locations and serve demand
notes to targeted individuals
that it has lots of overground
worker. The mere fact that
HNLC is active should be a
cause of concern for those in
the government.

The only consolation in
the recent development is
that the HNLC cadres were
caught almost immediately
after planting the bombs
which indicates that they
are fresh hands. The militant
group ortheir supporters who
help them were not as well

trained and equipped as the
organisation cadres during
its heydays.
VPP: The new kid in the
state political block

Ardent Miller Basaiaw-
moit in his new political
avatar recently introduced
to the public a new political
party called the Voice of the
People Party. Like any new
broom the party promises to
sweep the political landscape
clean and the clean politics
campaign is not anew agenda
for Ardent. In fact if there is
anything that is consistent
about Ardent it is his call to
clean the political system in
the state. The story that did
the rounds is also that he is
not somebody to squander
his had earned money to buy
votes or woo voters during
election.

When the new party hit
the public domain, people
wondered why there isa need
of having another regional
party. In a small state like
Meghalaya where we already
have not less than three active
regional parties, are they not
fighting for the same small
piece of cake. Is it not a case
where regional supporters in
the state (which is already
a very smjill percentage of
the population) are going to
be further divided amongst
the regional parties? History

the coordination of the Mu-

nicipal Corporations/Boards

and the Health Department,

we can avert the biggest of
the garbage crisis.

Yours etc.,

Libya Wallang,

Via email

Sports a
neglected field
in education

Editor,

It was astonishing and
mind-boggling too for read-
ers and patrons ofyour news-
paper to read of the system-
atic failure and deceptive
nature of the officials sitting
on their salary-driven chairs
for neglecting a crucial extra
co-curricular activity like
sports as an important subject
in schools. This speaks vol-
umes ofthe deliberate neglect
of sporting activities among
the youth, many of whom
have the potential to win
medals ifwell groomed. With
around 14, 694 schools in
various categories across the
state and where most or all of
these schools have Physical
Education Training PET as
an activity, it is shocking to

also testifies to the fact that
regional parties come and go
and many have lost their way
inthe sands oftime. Only two
regional parties in the state,
the UDP and the HSPDP are
the parties which have sur-
vived the test of time.

The VPP would argue that
it is a party with a difference
and that was also how it was
introduced to the public.
The very fact that the only
name in the list of leaders of
the party who had previous
political affiliation is Ardent
Basal'awmoit is an effort to
sell itself as a party with a
difference. Undoubtedly, the
fact that many of the lead-
ers of the party are highly
educated with many having
a doctoral degree is another
indication that the party is
trying project itselfas a party
with a difference.

While it is heartening to

see that all the leaders of the
party at least have one univer-
sity degree, it is, however, sad
that there is no female name
in the list of the leaders the
party introduced to the public.
The fact that no female made
it to the list of the leaders of
the party only proves that
it is no different from the
other parties when it comes
to respecting the fairer sex in
the society. It is obvious now
that the party has a long way
to go to be a gender inclusive
party.

There are many who agree
with the factthatdie ills in the
current political system are
mainly because of the kind
of influence that money had
onthe public particularly dur-
ing the election. Many wish
that the state could do away
with this illegal practice, but
the question is how will the
community rid itself of the
practice? Now the VPP can
say that they are providing
an alternative for those who
want to see change in the
way elections are run by can-
didates and their parties. The
pertinent question is whether
this can translate to votes or
whether people are going
to support the party which
promised not to use money
during the elections.

(Email: hhmohrmen67@
gmail,com)

learn that there are just four
physical education trainers
in the entire state. This raises
many questions about the
functioning of the Education
Department, especially of
those who sit on such crucial
decisions. While the Chief
Minister spoke so well about
the State Sports Policy and
also about the youth policy
and how sports could propel
interested people to take itup
as a career, the RTI revela-
tions by HITO are shocking.
While under Khelo India
the Union Government has
assured support to the state
for developing and training
young sportsmen and women
to make them ready for the
Paris Olympics to be held in
2024 ,1wonder how this will
be possible when there is such
a lacuna in the sporting sec-
tor. Time is already running
out for us.
Yours etc...
Dominic Stadlin
Wankhar,
Via email

Avrticles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Rabbit husbandry has a
vast potential to improve
the socio-economic status
of the poor especially in
the rural areas and provides
food security in terms of
low cost protein. One of the
major role of rabbit breed-
ing is to improve the food
and nutrition requirement in
developing countries. The
meat is nutritious and there
are few social, cultural and
religious restricting against
it. One ofthe great challenges
globally is the food security.
With the growing population
the demand for food is also
increased.

Feeding and Housing: Rab-
bits (Oryctolagus cuniculus)
are primary monogastric
herbivores animals and con-
sume common type ofgrains
and pulses (sorghum, gram,
wheat, etc), legumes( Al-
falfa, Burseem, etc), andeven

kitchen waste and garden
vegetables. The meat ofrab-
bit is known as ‘white meat’
as ifrich in poly-unsaturated
fatty acids. Itis easily digest-
ible also.

Housing is an important
factor and mostly depends
on the climate, location
and size of the farm. There
should be proper cages or
hutches and arrangement for
feeding,watering and clean-
ing. We can also use locally
available materials in back-

ible business, suited to both
small-scale(backyard) and
to large-scale commercial
production.

It is highly profitable and
less laborious as compared to
other livestock farming and
requires less space also.

Benefits of Rabbit
Farming: The rabbit is the
only farm animal that pro-
duces meatvia offspring ten
to fifteen times more of its
own weight in a year.

Compared with the meat
of other species rabbit meat
is richer in protein(2 1%) and
vitamin but less fat(8%).It
is also rich in minerals like
calcium and potassium.

Their single meal size
is conveniently small, thus
avoiding the need for stor-
age.

The growth rate is very
high reaching a market
weight of about 2 kg at 12

weeks of age.

Rabbits convert forage
into meat more efficiently
than ruminant animal such
as cattle and sheep.

Besides meat, rabbits
are a source of fur and skin
and even as laboratory ani-
mal. The Angora breed of
rabbit produce high qual-
ity of fine wool which can
be mixed with silk, nylon,
rayon, sheep wool and other
iibres to make good quality
handloom apparels.

The cost of construction ofscientific
rabbit rearing house was more and not
affordable by small and marginalfarm-

ers. In the recentpast,some ofthefarm-
ers ofthe West Garo Hills District had

innovated the low cost rabbit rearing
house and cage to save labour and time
as well as to earn moreprofit. We can also
use low cost bamboo house with thatch
roofing and bamboo cagefor
rearing ofrabbit

yard rabbitry like tin cans,
bamboos, old boxes, bricks,
asbestos sheets, etc. The floor
and walls may be katcha.

The cost of construction
of scientific rabbit rearing
house was more and not
affordable by small and mar-
ginal farmers. In the recent
past, some of the farmers of
the West Garo Hills District
had innovated the low cost
rabbit rearing house and cage
to save labour and time as
well as to earn more profit.
We can also use low cost
bamboo house with thatch
roofing and bamboo cage for
rearing of rabbit.

Scope: The North-Eastern
people are mostly non-veg-
etarian and people are free
from taboos regarding the
consumption of meat.

It will increase the em-
ployment opportunities for
young people and provide an
extra source of income.

Rabbit farming is a flex-

Financial Assistance:
NABARD( National Bank
for Agriculture and Rural
Development) play an im-
portant role in the field of
agricultural credit.

Conclusion: In Megha-
laya, the weather and climate
is suitable for commercial
rabbit farming and also for
rearing as pets. Some of the
breeds available in Megha-
laya are Soviet Chinchilla,
New Zealand White and
Grey Giant to name a few.
Itis a good source ofincome
throughout the year. We can
motivate the youth to give
importance to rabbit farming
as it will help them in their
livelihood. The Animal Hus-
bandry Department, Veteri-
nary or ICAR Institutes can
be contacted by interested
farmers.

(The writers are 1st Year
B. V.Sc &A.H. students Col-
lege of Veterinary Sciences
and Animal Husbandry,
Jalulae, Peren,Nagaland)
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Women quarantined from politics
BARRING the Congress Party, in Meghalaya,
other political parties have muted the voices of
women. Politics is a male-dominated domain
because the gendered adage thatwomen in poli-
tics are equivalent to hens that crow, still lurk
in the mindsets of the 21 st century Khasi male.
Women’s wings of political parties are meant
to be activated just Before elections so that they
can go for door to door campaigns and get votes
for their male candidates. The lady contestant
from Rajabala has been given the ticket only
because she is the wife of the former deceased
MLA and could possibly win sympathy votes,
else she would never be considered a fit enough

candidate.

In the political eco-system of Meghalaya
today the only person with a political view
who speaks on behalf of her Party is Ampa-
reen Lyngdoh. She has earned her spurs after
being elected thrice over and having held the
post of a cabinet minister. Regional parties like
the UDP, HSPDP et al have never had women
spokespersons and that’s no surprise. Women
in Meghalaya don’t occuply important spaces
in political parties either because of male inse-
curity lest women carve out ther own political
niches or because society feels that women
already have enough to deal with in their day to
day lives and politics is best left to men. Also, it
appears that women themselves concede space
to the male because they feel that having been
given the right of lineage (Kinongkit ia ka kur),
they should not also aspire to take away politics
(which embodies more of power and privilege
and less of service, responsibility and account-
ability) from the hands of the male.

It is customary in Meghalaya and perhaps
other states too that when election season ap-
pears on the horizon, some political parties
make their debut. Each ofthese parties promise
change. What no one asks them is what change
do they propose to bring and the larger meaning
of CHANGE? Is ita change in political attitudes
bringing gender justice even in political repre-
sentation? Is it a change in governance models
where women are given space to lead the change
and be changemakers? Are any ofthe new par-
ties including the New Dawn and Voice of the
People’s Party ready to cede space and give
voice to women and their generic and specific
problems especially in the health and nutrition
sector? One has to be a woman to understand
where the shoe pinches and hurts the most. Have
the problems faced by single mothers ever fea-
tured in the Assembly? Not till date. Hence all
gender equitable goals in resource allocations
are left undone. Women in Meghalaya must
claim their space in politics.

ll.ctlci s lo llu- Kdilor

Shocking
incident

Editor,

The incident of a man
in West Khasi Hills raping
both his daughters repeat-
edly and apparently with the
knowledge of his wife and
her brother (the children’s
uncle) is bizarre and reeks
of the worst form of incest
ever heard in Khasi society.
Perhaps such acts also oc-
curred in the past but were
closely guarded family se-
crets. Thankfully now there
are activists and others who
help victims file an FIR. | be-
lieve the police have a duty
to create awareness about the
need to report such cases. It
is important for society to
take responsibility to end
such crimes. It is difficult to
fathom the moral depravity
ofaperson who cannot even
respect his own innocent
minor daughters. How can
anyone sink so low? What
have we come to as a so-
ciety? Is it the influence of
pornography which is now
so easily available on one’s
mobile phone? Or what sort
of carnal desire would rob
a man of his senses that he
would not even feel atwinge
of conscience? Is it not time
for our society to start talk-

ing about these hidden sins
which reveal that we are
just as good or as bad as any
other patriarchal society? Or
shall we continue to live in
cuckoo land where every-
thing appears hunky dory but
is all rotten inside? Times for
serious reflection.
Yours etc.,
C. Kharbani,
Via email

Incest at its
worst

Editor

The shocking news item
“Headman held over alleged
incest on WKH’ (ST Oct
9, 2021) is an example of
a person who lacks control
over his lustful desires. The
person, under allegation,
might otherwise be a good
man, but simply because he
lost control over his sensu-
ous appetite, has fallen in
disgrace. Of late, we have
heard many reports where
highly respected people
have similarly fallen prey
to such illicit acts, which is
a theologically sinful and
legally criminal act. Without
naming anyone, we have
seen how eminent jurists,
journalists, doctors, and even
religious heads, were caught
being sensually weak. The

Livestock entrepreneurship
beckons educated youth

Skill formation train-
ing programmes are readily
accepted by the youth only
when they know that employ-
ment is assured. Through
the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY),
the Labour Department con-
ducted skilling programs and
taught conventional skills in
the PMKVY listed job roles
to about fifteen thousand lo-
cal youths over the last three
years. Although about two
thousand youth got place-
ments or were streamed into
self-employment through
the PMKVY 2.0 skilling
programs, the success is
not commensurate with the
investments made under the
Scheme. The existing “Em-
ployability gap” between
skills learnt and job offers
from the markets are criti-
cal when formulating future
action plans under PMKVY
3.0. The Livestock Sector
has enormous scope for skill-
ing, reskilling and upskilling
under PMKVY 3.0 and of-
fers enormous employability
scope for the trained youth of
our State.

Livestock management
gnd entrepreneurship is a
window of opportunity that
educated youth should ex-
plore seriously. | see ample
livestock entrepreneurship
opportunities in our State,
which include: (1) meat pro-
duction and export to the
neighbouring countries under
the Act East Policy of the
Governmentofindia; (2) cre-
ation ofaclass of para-veter-
inary staffto take care of the
vaccination, insemination,
and animal insurance needs
ofthe fanners; (3) emergence
of cattle and pig breeders;
(4) Commercial Poultry and
Goat breeding farms. (5).;
Cattle feed manufacturing
mills; (6) meat Kiosks etc.,
to mention a few economic
opportunities..

Livestock entrepreneur-
ship requires professional
skills, technology induction
and capital. Unfortunately,
there are very few profes-
sionally managed private
Livestock Farms in our State.
Conventional Livestock
Farms are available mainly
underthe Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary Department.
The commercial Livestock
and Breeding Farms for Cat-
tle, Pigs, Goatery, Poultry,
and meat processing units
have notyet come up in good
numbers in our State due
to lack of awareness about
the farmer-centric subsidy
schemes introduced by the
Government of India, non-
availability of appropriate
livestock-related skilling pro-
grammes, inability to raise
capital from the banks, and
expensive cattle feed etc.

The educated youth of
our State have yet to tap
into the Livestock related
employment potential of our
State. The estimated annual

Me-Too movement is full of
such lustful abuses commit-
ted by well-known person-
alities. Besides condemning
such acts and punishing the
actors, nothing has been
done so far to prevent such
sins/crimes. Why is there
no medical aid, yogic exer-
cise, or psychiatric clinic to
help those males who wish
to control/overcome their
strong lustful impulses? |
am sure many right-thinking
men would seek such help.
Such help, ifprovided would
go a long way in preventing
such crimes and also would
be a help in family planning
too.
Yours etc...
Krishna Chettri
Shillong-2

ISMUDA
listening?

Editor,

I would like to bring to
the notice of Meghalaya
Urban Development Author-
ity (MUDA) regarding the
unauthorized construction
of adding an extra floor in
the building “Barun Apart-
ments” at Lower Motinagar,
Shillong, by the owner. They
have added an illegal 7th
floor without any informa-
tion to MUDA or seeking

By G.H.P. Raju

demand for animal products
in Meghalaya is as below:

SL  Meat Demand{Metric

No. Tonnes
approximately)

1 Pork 18.500

2 Fish 33.000

3 Poultry 11,000

4 Beef 25,400

5 Mutton 3,500

6 Eggs 2100 million

In Meghalayarange from
Rs 2,200 crores at farm price
and about Rs 5000 crores at
market price. As of now, the
ever-growing local demand
for meat and meat products
cannot be met with local
production. The State has a
substantial pent-up demand
that will have to be provided
for, pending which some
imports are unavoidable.
About one lakh piglets and

about the same number of
cattle are imported annually
from other States like West
Bengal, Bihar, UP, Punjab,
and Assam. Although there
is ahuge demand for goats in
Bangladesh, goat rearing for
exporthas notyet been taken
up by the State or private
entrepreneurs.

Commercial meat pro-
duction involves establishing
livestock farms, constructing
sheds, water and electricity
supply, feed management,
and financial literacy. Under
the National Livestock Mis-
sion (NLM), the Government
ofIndia offers back-end sub-
sidies for the construction of
piggery, goatery, and poultry
sheds to prospective entre-
preneurs. Notice inviting
Expression of Interest (EOI)
is already given, seeking ap-
plications from the farmers
and educated youth intending
to venture into the commer-
cial livestock business. Under
the Rashtriya Gokul Mission
(RGM), the Central Govern-
ment also offers subsidies
for the construction of Cattle
Multiplier Farms for com-
mercial production of cattle
through Artificial Insemina-
tion (Al) with exotic cattle
breeds such as Sahiwal, Gir,
HF, Ongole bulls and oth-
ers. The Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary Department
procured exotic Holstein
Friesian (HF) breed bulls
from Germany and Ongole

due permission from them.
In doing so they are endan-
gering the lives of people
and also the homes in the
surrounding area.

Since the building is
owned by former minister,
it appears that MUDA is
either intimidated by her
or have some clandestine
understanding with her, or
MUDA is downright unin-
terested in carrying out the
duties they are bound to in
order to ensure the safety
of the residents of the said
apartment.

We had intimated the
MUDA authorities earlier
too, but they do not seem to
be bothered about the safety
of the residents in the said
building and of the building
around it.

We earnestly urge the
concerned authorities to take
corrective action.

Yours etc.,

Vikash Saraogi,

Secretary, Barun Apartments
Residents Society

Via email

Much
deserved Nobel
awardees

Editor,

Norway’sNobel Commit-
tees that rose above the bar-

bulls from Andhra Pradesh
for crossbreeding purposes
with our local cattle. The
HF cows yield ten to fifteen
litres of milk daily and are
inducted into the Dairy Co-
operative Societies under
the Milk Mission. The On-
gole bulls gain about 500 kg
weight in about 48 months
and are known for disease
resistance. With the capital
expenditure subsidy schemes
under the NLM and RGM,
introduction of high-quality
breeding bulls by the Depart-
ment, the cattle-landscape of
Meghalaya in milk and meat
production is set to change
in about three years. The
educated youth must venture
into livestock management

and entrepreneurship to take
full advantage ofthese rapid
developments in the sector.

For starters, 'there is a
convergence between two
departments - Labour and
Animal & Husbandry. Live-
stock management skilling
programmes will be orga-
nized under the PMKVY-3.0
programme by the Labour
department, and the financial
support to establish the live-
stock farms, meat processing
units, etc., will be provided
by the Animal Husbandry
& Veterinary Department.
Thus, with adequate farm,
livestock, and financial man-
agement skills, the youth will
be ready to become meat pro-
ducers and suppliers soon.

Women ofthe State man-
age about 85% of the rural
backyard livestock fanning
in the villages. Backyard
livestock fanning can meet
the immediate consumption
needs of the rural house-
holds, but skilling, reskilling
and upskilling of educated
women will help augment
local meat production and
bridge the demand and sup-
ply gap. So that would be
another vertical worthy of
consideration.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister announced a 15,000
crore Animal Husbandry
Infrastructure Development
Fund (AHIDF) under the
Atma Nirbhar Bharat Ab-
hiyan stimulus package for

riers of racism, prejudices,
stereotypes and discrimina-
tions and chose the Nobel
Prize winners in keeping
with the era must be com-
mended. These social evils
bring social inequalities.
These inequalities are often
reflected even in the choice
of the Nobel Prize winners,
especially winners of the
Nobel Prize for Literature.
Above all, the fields to which
the quality of the work ap-
plied also makes this year’s
Nobel Prizes special.

Over the years, arguments
have arisen over gender in-
equality in the choice of the
Nobel Prize. In fact, very
few women had won the
Nobel Prize until a few years
ago. So the Committee had
to strive harder to bring gen-
der equality. This apart, criti-
cisms were levelled against
the Committee for showing
favouritism towards Ameri-
can and European writers
in the choice of winners for
Literature Nobel.

Atatime when news dis-
semination faces challenges
such as restrictions on report-
ing news against the rulers,
fake news, misinformation
and so on, conferring the
peace Nobel on Maria Ressa
ofthe Philippines, cofounder
of an online news portal
which has shown extreme

incentivizing investments
by individual entrepreneurs,
private, companies, MSMEs,
Farmers Producers Organiza-
tions (FPOs) and Section 8
companies to establish (i) the
dairy processing and value ad-
dition infrastructure, (ii) meat
processing and value addition
infrastructure and (iii) Animal
Feed Plants. In addition, the
National Livestock Mission
and Rashtriya Gokul Mission
offer subsidies for construc-
tion of commercial livestock
sheds, and the PMKVY 3.0
offers livestock entrepreneur-
ship. With these positive and
empowering livestock-related
interventions, the livestock
ecosystem is ready to take
off in the State, but we need
the educated youth to venture
into commercial livestock
fanning.

Cattle feed manufacturing
isanother critical areathat de-
mands immediate attention.
Under the NLM and AHIDF,
adequate funds are made
available for establishing
feed mills by individuals, co-
operative societies etc. Feed
manufacturing offers ample
self-employment opportuni-
ties forthe youth in our State.
Maize and soybeans being
the main ingredients of cattle
feed, the farmers will benefit.
The feed cost for the livestock
will reduce substantially ifthe
raw material is locally avail-
able. Atpresent, cattle feed is
expensive and non-remunera-
tive for the fanners.

The Cooperation Depart-
ment is reaching out to the
Dairy Cooperative Societies
and Piggery Cooperative
Societies to avail interest-free
loans under the Milk Mission
and Piggery Mission for en-
hanced milk and pig produc-
tion in our State. As many
as 102 Dairy Cooperative
Societies and about 85 Pig-
gery Cooperative Societies
are already enlisted in these
two Missions. It is hearten-
ing to know that over 60% of
the members of these Coop-
erative Societies are women.
Therefore, the local banks
are being prodded to extend
working capital loans to the
Dairy Cooperative Societies.

The Animal Husbandry
Department has several other
initiatives in the pipeline:
A Poultry Mission with a
proposed investment of Rs.
121 Crore, a Goatery Mission
with Rs. 75 Crore invest-
ment. Also, a proposal for
establishing Goat and Sheep
Breeding Farms at Saitsama,
West Jaintia Hills and Nong-
shillong, West Khasi Hills
district, at an estimated cost
of Rs 25 crores, has already
been moved.

The educated youth ought
not to miss these opportuni-
ties to take up livestock-
related entrepreneurship. But
are they ready?

(The writer is Principal
Secretary, AH & Veterinary,
Govt o fMeghalaya)

bravery in reporting news
is indeed in line with the
needs of the era. Similarly,
Dmitri Moratov of Russia
who became the co-winner
of the Peace Nobel spent
terrible time in Russia as a
journalist where speaking
truth against those in power
brings punishment and even
death. And the most suitable
choice for Nobel Prize for
Literature was Abdulrazak
Gumah, a UK- based Tanza-
nianwriter. He won the Prize
for his uncompromising and
compassionate depiction of
the effects of colonialism
and the fate of the refugees.
As for the seven winners of
the Nobel Prize in science,
the choices were made tak-
ing into account the fields
to which the quality oftheir
work applied. Issues such
as climate change and envi-
ronmental conservation were
taken into consideration
for awarding the coveted
prizes.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong limes
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Amit Shah certifies
Prime Minister as
a democrat

By Sushil Kutty

It took Home Minister
Amit Shah seven years to
tell the country that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is the “most democratic
leader” he has known in
20 years. But why believe
Shah? After all, Shah and
Modi are not very different.
If Modi is “democratic”,
then Amit Shah must also
be “democratic”. Actually,
Modi has a style of function-
ing and taking decisions that
insists against all opposition
that only "Modi Hai Toh
MumkinHai!"

That said, it doesn’t mat-
ter what Amit Shah says.
Shah has a conflict of inter-

est. If Amit Shah doesn’t
say NarendraModi is demo-
cratic he may lose his job.
He could be sent packing to
Gandhinagar or wherever
it is he hangs around when
in Gujarat. Could it be that,
heart of heart, Shah knows
Modi would take it very
autocratically if he’s called
undemocratic?

Also, the interviewer on
Sansad TV must riot have
asked the glaringly dumb
question at all. Even the
choice of Sansad TV smacks
of an attempt to paint Modi
democratic. Why, whatever
was wrong with Doordar-
shan? Is itbecause “Sansad”
translates to ‘Parliament”
and “Parliament” is by defi-
nition “democratic”. A “pal-
ace” eonveys monarchy and
everybody knows what the
“Kremlin” stands for?

Besides, anybody who
is building a “New Parlia-
ment”, hell bent on changing
our collective vista against
all opposition, must not
be an autocrat! Fact is, the
only thing democratic about
Narendra Modi is that he
was elected. Otherwise, his
manner offunctioning is like
that ofthe Lion King! There
are pictures of Narendra
Modi with BJP MPs and BJP
ministers in conference.

In them, Modi is always
standing at the head of the
“class”. The MPs and the
ministers are called and
asked questions. Shah, per-
haps, doesn’t get called of-
ten enough to “stand up”.
That could be because Shah
knows Narendra Modi from
way back, even before the
20 years that Modi has put
in public service. It’s but
natural that Shah will rub-
bish allegations that Modi
is a “dictator”.

The Home Minister, in
fact, explained why Modi
is a democratic leader and
what democratic qualities
Modi possesses. One, Shah
has “never met a listener
like him (Modi).” Two,
Modi does not speak much.
“Whatever issue a meeting
may be about, Modiji speaks
as little as required.” Three,
“Modiji listens to everyone

patiently.”

Four, Modi understands
the value of each person’s
opinion. “Not the person’s
importance or unimpor-
tance. Only then does he
take a decision. So there’s
no truth to the charges that
he is dictatorial.” But then
nobody should be surprised .
by Shah’s robust defence of
Modi. Shah has been an es-
sential part of Modi’s style.
ofgovernance for decades.

Maybe if Shahwas asked
“if sucking up to the Prime
Minister helps anybody?”
he would have given a dif-
ferent answer. But this was
Sansad TV and Sansad TV

is as in-house as ‘Dhokla’
and ‘Dandiya’ for Modi and
Shah. The questions must
have been vetted and cleared
beforehand. Maybe that’s
why Shah could get away
with saying that there were
“baseless allegations.”

Amit Shah said Modi
runs the Cabinet in a most
democratic manner; that
Cabinet decisions cannot be
discussed or leaked into the
public domain and that’s
why there is this wrong per-
ception that Modi makes all
decisions. “He discusses the
matter, listens to everyone,
and evaluates the pros and
cons. The final decisionrests
with him, ofcourse, because
he is the Prime Minister.” '

Yup, the “final decision!”
It’s always with Modi, the
last okay. No exception, no
one-off. Cabinet meetings
and collective decisions are
part of the perception. The
reality is the final decision!
Of course, there are experts
like Ajit Doval, but weren't
there reports that Modi re-
fused to heed an objection of
the Chief of Air Staffon the
Balakote airstrikes?

Then again, we may
all be wrong, i.e., all his
detractors. Maybe like Shah
said, people are “trying to
twist the truth to taint the
PM’s image”. It could be
because of demonetization
and the abrogation of Article
370. Shah says Modi takes
“risks” and the BJP has
come to power to “change
the country”. The question
is “Change the country into
what?”

Amit Shah says for Modi
it’salways ‘India First’. “He
has said many times that
we have come to power to
change the country, and not
just to run a government.
Sabka sath, sabka vikas,
sabka vishvas is our goal.”
The question is why doesnt
Modi take questions, face
to face with a gaggle of
brash hacks? Maybe then
he could be asked if he is,
indeed, “democratic”? (IPA
Service)
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Air India - back to basics
PREDICTABLY, there are those who are happy
about Air India going back into the hands of the
Tatas and critical about the government losing
its ownership. Differences in perception and
their airing in public are integral to the cause of
democracy. At the same time, there are glaring
facts that shame us about the way this vaunted
entity was managed or rather mismanaged. That
showed up in the balance sheets. The daily loss
for the airline crossed Rs 20 crore and the cu-
mulative losses were ofthe order of Rs 70,000
crore, as per one estimate. This is the sign ofthe
times; that Government has no business to do
business.” While there is distress about hand-
over ofPSUs to private entities, fact is also that
the corrupt and inefficient creed messed up with
most of these entities. PSUs lack the cutting
edge, which is what makes private enterprises
grow and flourish. The sad fate of India’s public
sector banks is only a part of this painful saga.

For many years since its inception, Air India
was one o fthe world’s most prestigious airlines.
It fell on bad days after the turn of the century
and began registering substantial losses from
2007. The merger with Indian Airlines was one
guestionable act. The CAG had, a few years ago,
taken serious note ofthe huge mismanagement
of funds during the UPA terms. Allegations
were also centred around the purchase ofa large
number of aircrafts. Also, in another case ofal-
leged graft, priority was given to foreign airlines
to run profitable routes at the grave expense of
Air India. The Modi government did not seri-
ously follow up on the CAG findings. Air India
fell into a rudderless state. Minor attempts like
serving good food on flights did not help much

in recent years.

,/India’s aviation history started with the first
flight from Karachi to Mumbai in 1932, a postal
cargo service, operated by JRD Tata after he
started his own airline with help from some
Royals. Even after the government took over
the airline, JRD continued as its chairman till
1977. The Janata Party government removed
him from the post. The Tatas now have high
stakes in two airlines, Malaysia-based Air Asia
and the Singapore-based Vistara. An allegation
from the Opposition is that the Centre handed
over three aviation companies —full ownership,
for Air India and Air India Express and 50 per
cent stakes in the ground handling entity - to
the Tatas for a song. This is worth a serious

debate.
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Clarification

Editor,

I was shocked to find a
letter published in your ‘Let-
ters to the Editor’ section in
your newspaper on 12.10.21
captioned, “Is MUDA
listening?”written under
my name in the capacity of
secretary Barun Apartments
Residents Society. It also ap-
pears that the said letter was
sentto you by email.

Please be informed that
I have written no such letter
to the Shillong Times and
the same has been mischie-
vously written under my
name with some ulterior
motive. | am surprised that
your newspaper published
the same without any verifi-
cation whatsoever. It is pos-
sible that people seek pub-
lication of untruths merely
out of spite and malice. It is
the duty ofthe newspaper to
ensure that such falsities are
not provided any platform
and due diligence conducted
in the matter.

Yours etc.,
Vikash Saraogi,
Via email

Editor replies: This
newspaper exercises due
diligence with every letter
that comes to us either by
email or by post. When a
letter comes with the name
and phone number of a per-
son and if the contents are

in public interest we usu-
ally publish them in good
faith. We applied the same
yardstick with this letter too
that came to us via email
and have now provided you
aplatform to publicly clarify
that you were not the writer
and someone has imperson-
ated you.

Indictment of
the church

Editor,

The article of Albert Thyr-
niang (ST Sept 29,2021) on
PGI, SDGrating is awake-up
call for the church. He quot-
ed the stinking remarks made
by the official of NITI Aayog
which goes something like
this, “Nagaland and Megha-
laya are two Christian states
but they have performed the
least. ‘Nagaland for Christ’
is a popular slogan in the
state of Nagaland which
has almost 100 % Christian
population among the tribal
groups and on whom politi-
cal power rests. Meghalaya
is not far behind with almost
75 % Christian population.
Why have these two states
performed the least?” The
official continued, in As-
sam and other states there is
stealing but in Nagaland and
Meghalaya massive looting
is going on. The official fur-

Regional parties’ unification:
Chasing a mirage

The regional parties have
started humming the unifica-
tion tune. Butinall likelihood
it will never materialise. The
recent call by a couple of
leaders to unify all regional
parties in Khasi-Jaintia Hills
looks like a cry for survival.
With the danger of being
extinct looming large, the
urgent need to unify is keenly
felt. In the past the same ap-
peal was ignored and instead
further fragmentation was
engineered at different points
in time.

The unity cry was also
heard in the 1990s. Parties
like the All Party Hill Leaders
Conference (APHLC), the
Hill People’s Union (HPU),
the All Party Hill Leaders
Conference (APHLC-AM),
Meghalaya Progressive Peo-
ple’s Party (MPPP) answered
to the plea. And so the United
Democratic Party (UDP) was
formed in 1997 under late.
EK Mawlong, BB Lyngdoh
and others. The Hill State
People's Democratic Party
(HSPDP) resisted the attempt
and insisted it must maintain
its identity and history of
contributing to the statehood
struggle. Instead of joining
forces with the UDP, die then
powerful former KSU leader,
Paul Lyngdoh formed The
Khun Hynniewtrep National
Awakening Movement (KH-
NAM) just before the 2003
Assembly elections thinking
the student body’s political
wing would be a force to
reckon with. Realising his
mistake, Lyngdoh unsuc-
cessfully merged his party
with the UDP in 2011 with
KHNAM still alive today.
Other mushroom parties
like the People's Democratic
Front (PDF) was founded in
2017 with its founding ‘fa-
thers’giving no consideration
absolutely to align with any
existing regional party. This
resulted in another mush-
rooming ofregional parties.

The leaders that have
publicly vouched for the
UDP’splea for unification of
all regional parties in the state
are fromthe HSPDP and PDF.
Renikton Lyngdoh Tongkhar
has termed it the need of the
hour. Is his party now will-
ing to lose its individuality
for the sake ofthe ‘common
good’? Or is the party stuck
in the past? Does the party
still want to be credited for
the statehood achievement?
Or with the founder Hop-
ingstone Lyngdoh no more,
is the party now ready to
sacrifice its ‘glorious past’
and move on?

Similarly, the PDF presi-
dent Banteidor Lyngdoh
alias Paidang thinks it’s high
time that the regional par-
ties amalgamate in the best
interests of the people ofthe

ther said about Meghalaya,
“Yours is a state ofscams and
corruption.’

As a Christian I hang my
head in shame that an out-
sider has indicted the church.
The majority of our leaders
in politics, administration
or business are members of
the church. Perhaps most
of us have learned to think
that corruption and bribery
are excusable since it has
become normalized and
part ofour culture. The fight
against dishonesty has to be
awhole-hearted effort by the
church. Christians are called
to be the salt ofthe earth and
the prime purpose ofthe salt
is to prevent corruption. The
Bible regards bribery as asin
against God, a perversion of
justice and an abuse o fpower
to satisfy greed. People of
God must be honest. | am
reminded of a storm raised
by Ratan Tata that he aban-
doned plans to launch an
airline as he refused to bow
down to pressures of paying
bribe to authorities to secure
the neccesary approvals. He
said he was told by a fellow
industrialist, “You people are
stupid. You know that the
minister wants Rsl5 crores.
Why don’t youjust pay up?’
Tata’s reply was, “ljust want
to goto bed at night knowing
that | haven’t got the airline
by paying a bribe.” The

By Albert Thyrniang

State. According to him, what
stands in the way of unifica-
tion is the ego of leaders for
everyone thinks he is a leader.
However, forthe larger good,
individualism should be sac-
rificed, he urged. Lyngdoh
has probably forgotten that
only four years ago PDF
came into existence because
the founders thought they
couldtake overthe leadership
in the state. Why is the unifi-
cation song being sung after
being dividers themselves?
Is the party ready to abandon
its ‘vote bank’ for the sake
of unity?

In the 2018 elections
the UDP had a vote share of
11.6% and won 6 seats. The
party only fared better than
the Independents (IND) who
amassed 10.8% vote share
with three seats. In its inau-
gural contest the PDF could
muster 8.2% of the votes
winning in 4 constituencies.
The halfcentury old HSPDP
attracted only 5.3% fetching
them just 2 seats. The Garo
National Council (GNC),
which will most likely not
be part of any unification
talk, recorded a meagre 1.4%
share and returned empty
handed in term of seats. The
KHNAM performed identi-
cally with NOTA in pocket-
ing 0.9% vote share, the dif-
ference being KHNAM won
one seat 1while NOTA zero.
Takentogether the vote share
ofregional parties amounts to
28.3 less than the Congress’
28.5% and more than the
NPP’s 20.6%.

In terms of seats the re-
gional parties (13) came no-
where close to the Congress’
21 and the NPP’s 20. The
unification call has a point.
Regional parties see the writ-
ings on the wall. The most
alarmed is the ‘big’ brother,
UDP. It has been humiliat-
ingly reduced to 6 seats from
20 in 1998, the first election
after it came into existence.
Therefore, it invites oth-
ers to look baek to the late
1990s and early 2000s when
it formed governments with
support of the national party,
the Congress.

The decline of regional-
ism has been steady since
2003. In that election the
UDP wasreducedto 9 MLASs
down by a massive 11, the
HSPDP was victorious in
2 constituencies, down by
1, the KHNAM (maiden
contest) won 2 seats. Four
regional parties in that elec-
tion have become defunct.
The one active today have
never recovered from the
defining drop. Post-election
that year a Weekly Observed,
“The beginnings of electoral
politics in the 1970s in Me-

recent news has made a full
circle of six decades when
Air India was offered to
Tata on aplatter. “The integ-
rity ofthe upright will guide
them, but die perversity of
the unfaithful will destroy
them.’(Proverb 11:3)
Yours etc.,
Torist Mark,
Via email

Yet another
political party
launched

Editor,

Perhaps by floating a
new state political party by
the name 'The Voice of the
Peoples' Party' (VoPP) on
October 5 this month with
brand new dynamic faces
led by firebrand Ardent Ba-
saiawmoit, it provides an
alternative for the Megha-
laya voters, especially the
younger generation to exer-
cise wider options to choose
from the already eight exist-
ing political parties in the
state, most of which are not
worthy of mention here. It
is a fact that many of the
twenty lakh plus voters of
Meghalaya today, may be
fed up ofvoting for the same
old parties and the same frail
rugged candidates, and who
knows it may be attracted to
the new brand of politics of

ghalaya saw a clear demarca-
tion between national parties
andregional ones... The split
in vote that has ensued has
inadvertently aided national
parties.”

Unification may save
further deterioration. But are
there obstacles in the dream?
It is noted that among all the
regional parties, there is no
‘Meghalaya party’. Except
the GNC (Garo Hills based)
all others are in Khasi-Jaintia
Hills. The UDP is the only
one to claim pan Meghalaya
status. However, for all prac-
tical purpose it is a Khasi-
Jaintia Hills centric party.
Anyway, at least it stands
for a united Meghalaya. The
HSPDP and GNC mutu-
ally want a Khasi-Jaintiaand
Garo state, respectively. KH-
NAM is defined by its very
nomenclature. The PDF has
not specified its core tenets.

So for unification to stand
a chance either thing has to
happen. The HSPDP, GNC
and KHNAM will have to
give up their fundamental
ideology of standing exclu-
sively for the Khasi-Jaintia
and Garo peoples. Or the
UDP has to surrender its
‘all Meghalaya’ creed. The
HSPDP, GNC and KHNAM
have to become inclusive and
advocate for aunited Megha-
laya or the UDP will have to
become more regional and
fit into the world view ofthe
other smaller parties. Such
an eventuality is difficult to
foresee. To expect HSPDP,
GNC and KHNAM to charge
their hearts is unimaginable.
No one will also bet to an-
ticipate that the UDP will
narrow down its ‘united’
outlook. Hence, we are back
to square one.

On the personality clash
one can’t comprehend the
likes of Adelbert Nongrum
(KHNAM) and Paul Lyngdoh
(UDP) working together. The
call for unification has also'
come against the backdrop
of Ardent Basaiawmoit’s
announcing the formation
of his own political party to
be christened ‘The Voice of
the People’s Party’ (VoPP).
Incompatibility with other
leaders means that the once
FKJGP firebrand leader has
to found his own party. It is
better to be a boss in a minor
entity than a non-prominent
leader of a bigger body.
Though VoPP, which has
composed the ‘Para Khasi’
(Among Khasis) and ‘clean
government’ tune is yet to
prove itself, but the present
regional leaders consider
VoPP athreat in the congest-
ed electoral battle field.

What makes the regional
parties specifically different

the VoPP. Of course, any-
thing can happen but voters,
including mass leaders and
the masses, generally are
inclined to vote for known
parties and well-known can-
didates and who can dole out
gift packages.

According to media re-
ports the brand of politics
thatthe VPP is going to offer
is upright and clean politics
without monetary influence
or the use of other camou-
flaged and dirty tactics to
get votes during elections.
This is really a new brand
ofpolitics that is worthy and
ideal for our state. In fact,
well- meaning people ofthe
state want this brand ofpoli-
tics. We are not sure whether
this brand will have takers or
whether itwill sell in Megha-
laya’s political marketwhich
has been dominated by the
politics of money power,
muscle power and religion.
That is why today the qual-
ity of majority of our public
representatives does not
measure up to the expecta-
tions of the right -thinking
citizens of Meghalaya

The drawbacks of the
VoPP and its leaders, with
the exception of Ardent Ba-
saiawmoit are that they are
too new forthe whole ofMe-
ghalaya. The Party itselfand
its leaders and its candidates
need sufficient time to make
themselves widely known
to the voters of the different

from the national parties?
What elements present in the
regional parties are absent
in the Congress or the NPP
or the BJP? What, in recent
years, have they done that the
above three national parties
have failed to do? The contri-
bution to the statehood cause
is acknowledged. But that is
a past accomplishment. Now
what matters is governance
and policies. What do they
incisively promise that others
reject? Very concretely how
are they the saviours of the
Khasi, Jaintia and Garo com-
munities? If tomorrow these
regional parties disappearwill
the Khasi, Jaintia and Garo
societies be endangered? Will
not the indigenous people
continue to survive? Will
culture, customs, tradition,
land, trade and forests be safe-
guarded despite the regional
forces ceasing to exist? The
regional parties could not
even prevent their partner, the
NPP from voting for CAA,
an anti-tribal law. Worse they
voted for the NPP’s Rajya
Sabha candidate. How are
regional parties then protec-
tors of the Khasi and Jaintia
tribes? We need articulate and
clear answers to the above
queries. The rhetorical proc-
lamations during elections
of being guardians of the
‘Jaitbynriew’ are of little
value. Every one, irrespective
party affiliation, national or
regional, loves the ‘Jaitbyn-
riew’ equally. The love is not
unique to the regional parties.
It is not reserved for anyone.
Everyone is a ‘nationalist’.

When there was an exo-
dus from the Congress in
2018 no notable leaderjoined
the parties that are campaign-
ing for unification now. Most
ofthe deserters embraced the
NPP which has now become a
national party. Today also die
favourite destination is the PA
Sangma established party. Is
it because politicians see no
merit in the regional parties?
Are-the local parties too tiny
to accommodate bigger lead-
ers? Is it a downgrade for the
more educated and articulate
leaders to associate with the
‘Hynniewtrep’ or ‘Achik’
parties? Their future is truly
bleak. Fully aware that they
are being overwhelmed by the
two national parties, yet the
regional parties are too full
ofthemselves to act.

We will hear more unifi-
cation stories. Regional par-
ties may be akin to pressure
group leaders who preach
unity but go their own way
the moment media spotlight
is no longer on them. Inher-
ent contradictions among the
regional parties mean that
unification will be a far cry.
albert.thyrniang74@gmail.
com

constituencies. They have
to prove that they can con-
tribute and serve the people
through their constituencies.
The main new office bearers
ofthe party are educationally
highly qualified. This is very
essential for them in every
walk of life including in
politics; but politics is a dif-
ferent ball game altogether.
Apart from knowing the
difficulties ofevery nook and
comer of the constituency
and knowing majority ofthe
people there yet till date, in
Meghalaya, candidates who
have money power to throw
around to please the majority
ofvoters before the election
and during the election are
usually the victors.

As of now, we do not
know what will be the fate
of this newly floated po-
litical party in the coming
general elections in 2023.
With all its good intentions
we hope it will succeed
but it has to leave no stone
unturned to sell its policies
and ideologies if it at all has
an ideology.

Yours etc..
Philip Marwein,
Sr. Journalist, Meghalaya

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Repeal of sedition law & UAPA
major demand of Indian Jurists

Former SC Judge
Rohintan Nariman

wants sedition law out
By Satyaki Chakraborty

The demand for the re-
peal of the sedition law and
the Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act(UAPA) has now
come to the fore once again
with the former Supreme
Court Justice Rohintan Na-
riman forcefully stating that
the time has come for the
apex court to let citizens
breathe more freely by re-
moving both sedition law
and UAPA from the statute.

In feet this eminentjurist
was most emphatic Inpoint-
ing out that the Supreme
Court should not keep send-
ing the pending case to the
Government since Govern-
ments come and go and it
is not the Government’s
business to start amending or
repealing laws. He said that
it is amatter for the Supreme
Courtand itis important that
the court uses its powers to
strike down section 124 A
of the Indian Penal Code
and the offensive provisions
of UAPA in the interests of
free speech. .

Many petitions are pend-
ing in the Supreme Court

challenging sedition law as
it’is an old draconian law
framed by the British dur-
ing its rule to subjugate the
Indians and the freedom
fighters. Despite demands
by the human rights activists
and the independent jurists,
the present government of
Narendra Modi is retain-
ing both the laws and these
are being used to suppress
dissent. Earlier also many
retired judges including
Madan Lokur and A P Shah
demanded the repeal of the
sedition. Leading human

be misused”. “After Shayara
Bano, manifest arbitrariness
is now a ground you can
take—that a colonial law is
being broughtto oppress free
citizens.”

Pointing out India’s co-
lonial mindset in continuing
with the law, Justice Nari-
man said that “England has
matured as a democracy.
While during the reign of
Edward |11, there was a
Treason Act, it was recom-
mended to be abolished in
1977 and the same was done.
The US also had a Sedition
Act of 1798 which expired.
After World War 1, they had
the Alien and Seditions Act
of 1918, which came to be
the subject of several US Su-
preme Courtjudgements”.

Explaining how the Sec-
tion on sedition was initially
present in the draft IPC but
had not found a place in the
ultimate Qode, the former
Judge said, “It was redis-
covered and incorporated in
1870, and that is how 124A
came to be. It was said that
the Section was missed by

oversight. The punishment
under 124A was transporta-
tion for life and imprison-
ment for three years.”
Tracing the history ofthe
UAPA to India’s wars with
Pakistan and Chins, Justice
Nariman said that they “led
to the draconian UAPA.
There is no provision for
anticipatory bail and a mini-
mum sentence offive years,
which canbe extendedto life
imprisonment. As regards
bail, the prosecution only
needs to show a prima facie
case. This law should also be

Stressing how the draconian laws muzzle
free speech, Justice Nariman said, “There
is a chilling effect onfree speech. 1fyou are

bookingpersons, includingjournalists, under
these laws, which come with large sentences
and no anticipatory bail, people would not
speak their mind.

rights lawyers like Indira
Jaising and Anand Grover
have been fighting for the
removal of sedition law and
UAPA for a long time.

Stressing how the dra-
conian laws muzzle free
speech, Justice Nariman
said, “There is a chilling
effect on free speech. Ifyou
are booking persons, includ-
ing journalists, under these
laws, which come with large
sentences and no anticipa-
tory bail, people would not
speak their mind.”

Atan eventheldto com-
memorate the 109th birth an-
niversary of late Viswanath
Pasayat, Justice Nariman,
mentioned India’s low rank-
ing of 142 out of 180 coun-
tries in the Reporters sans
frontieres’ World Freedom
Index in light of this year’s
Nobel Peace Prize-winning
journalists Maria Ressa (the
Philippines) and Dmitry
Muratov (Russia). Ifthe top
court repeals these laws,
“maybe, then India will
move from 142 out of 180to
much higher”, he said.

According to the former
Judge, the sedition law was
“set up by a colonial master
to suppress free speech in a
colony” and “continues to

examined along with sedi-
tion law”.

It may be mentioned here
that in recent years, a large
number ofactivists are injail
under UAPA provisions and
they include the leading hu-
man rights activists arrested
inthe Bhima Koregaon case.
They are still in prison and
many of them are ailing. In
fact, the renowned leader of
the tribals Stan Swamy died
in prison in ailing condition.
Other imprisoned activists
like Dr. Soma Sen, lawyeT
Sudha Bharadwaj are ailing
but getting no relief.

Former Justice Rohin-
ton Nariman’s unequivocal
demand for the repeal ofthe
sedition laws and UAPA has
given a fresh boost to the
movement for the removal of
the draconian laws and this
should have some impact
on the present bench of the
Supreme Court. The CJI N
V Ramana is taking a more
objective view of the pend-
ing cases involving human
rights issues and the expec-
tation has grown that the
CJI'will look at the sedition
case taking into accountthe
need for ensuring freedom in
speech and activities of the
citizens. (IPA Service)
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uA champion is afraid oflosing. Everyone
else is afraid ofwinning. ”

— Billie Jean King
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Tourism takes wings in Meghalaya

TOURISM is back on its feet with familiar
scenes oftourists from across the country flying
in to visit the Home of Clouds. Hotel and guest
house owners wear asmile as things slowly limp
back to normal. Eating places are buzzing with
activity and this is what will kickstart the sag-
ging economy where it is of Meghalaya or the
entire country and the world. Those employed in
the hospitality industry who had to return during
the pandemic are travelling back to their former
workplaces or have found new beginnings.
Tourists wishing to travel to Pdengshnong and
Dawki however will have a horrendous journey
with all the earth cutting work that is going on
which has marred the beautiful landscape and
disrupted the otherwise smooth drive on that
stretch. This brings us to an important discussion
which is about railways and their lower impact

on the environment.

The resistance to railways by the Khasi
Students’ Union and other pressure groups has
never been tested against any rationale. The only
claim ofthese groups is that railways will create
influx which the state will not be able to deal
with; that most workers in the railways, read
porters, will be labourers coming in from outside
the state. The question that arises is why are the
local people notwilling to undertake such work.
That’s the alibi for keeping the anti-railway bo-
gey alive. The fact is that there exists a strong
truckers lobby in Meghalaya which does not
want railways. Yetthose whose business is with
food grains and other high-volume items have
expressed their concerns in having to rely on
trains that come only as far as Guwahati. Their
contention is that they are never made part of
the debate on railways where they can express
their views. Itis and has always been a one-sided
debate principally because there is no culture of

dissent in Meghalaya.

Coming back to tourism, the Umroi airport
has seen arise in footfalls especially from Kol-
kata. The FlyBig flight between Shillong-Delhi
has just taken off and being a turbo-prop Bom-
bardier aircraft with about 76 seats passengers
say it is uncomfortable especially when the
plane enters into a dense cumulonimbus zone.
The question then is when will Meghalaya have
a big enough airport for a Boeing to land? Why
does it take decades for Meghalaya to have a
full-fledged airport? Tourism requires a fully
functional airportwhere aircrafts land daily and
not only on scheduled days. The tourism lobby
should push hard to ensure that a top-class air-
port such as that of Guwahati or Imphal comes

up here at the earliest.
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Rejoinder

Editor,

There have been serious
allegations time and again
in your esteemed newspa-
per that false installation
certificate has been issued
by the undersigned to the
Turnkey contractor on the
alleged non-installation of
Smart Meters underthe ADB
funded project in Meghalaya.
This has greatly affected my
near and dear ones including
myself.

Asaresponsible officer of
a respectable organisation, |
deem it necessary to clarify
my stand for the information
of the general public. That
at the time of issuance of
the certificate, about 25,000
smart meters had been in-
stalled. As on date, more
than 28,000 smart meters
have been installed out of
which, 27,578 numbers have
been migrated to the Head
End System (HES) as on
September 30,2021.

The installation certifi-

cate issued was based on
facts and figures as per office
records and as indicated in
the smart meter portal.

Screen-shot of the smart
meters portal showing the
status of smart meters in-
stalled is enclosed for your
ready reference.

Yours etc.,.

S B Umdor,
Chief Engineer (Projects),
MePDCL

Editor replies: We have
spoken to experts on this
issue and they maintain that
unless bills have been gener-
atedfrom the smart meters,
their mere installation does
not mean that the terms of
the contract are completed.
We are also aware that a
meeting is being held on Oc-
tober 19 next to discuss the
matter relating to genera-
tion o fsmart electricity bills
through UGO Billing Sys-
tem ofthe already installed
smart meters numbering
approximately 28,000 and
generation of normal bills
of the consumers already

A Healthy Coordination

State Government

The dynamism in the life
of the people in the State of
Meghalaya has been badly
affected by the perpetual
conflict of interests between
the Autonomous District
Councils and the State Gov-
ernment. To put an end to
this useless tug-of-war, the
people’s representatives in
the District Councils, and in
the State Government, need
first of all to understand
the constitutional status of
the District Council and the
State Government. By Ar-
ticle 244(2) and the Sixth
Schedule to the Constitution
of India, the Autonomous
District Councils have been
established. And, by Article
244A and The North-Eastern
(Re-organization) Act, 1971,
the State ofMeghalaya, com-
prising the territories of the
Khasi, the Jaintia, and the
Garo Autonomous Districts
was created, and the State
Governmentwas established.
The base Article 244 concerns
with the administration of
the scheduled areas. Hence,
the District Council and the
State Government are both
concerned with the adminis-
tration ofthe Sixth Schedule
areas ofMeghalaya by virtue
ofArticle 244(2) and Article
244 A respectively.

The need to protect the
ethnic and cultural identities
of the indigenous tribals of
the State in the virulent sea
of modern social change
cannot be taken lightly. The
indigenous tribals of these
hills dearly hold that the
land in which they are living
is not the gift of any new
constitutional system, but it
is the inheritance from their
ancestors who lived here
since time immemorial. So,
they consider this land as
their ancestral property, and
the way they conduct their
social living as ancestral
heritage. From these realities
flow their ethnic, cultural and
territorial identity. This is not
a wishful thinking or paro-
chial mindset, but a reality
that has made the founding
fathers of the Indian Demo-
cratic Republicto incorporate
these tribal aspirations in the
constitutional provisions to
enable the tribals to protect
their lands and safeguard
their tradition and culture as
well as to mould their own
life and development accord-
ing to their own genius. The
members of the Constituent
Assembly adopted the Sixth
Schedule not solely on good-
will, but they had been com-
pelled to do so by historical
precedents and the diversified
nature of the Indian society.
Hence, in this light, the Sixth
Schedule is nota gift, but itis
a constitutional necessity to
accommodate and reconcile
the tribal aspirations with
the tenets of a Democratic
Republic.

Speaking of the Khasi
society in particular, his-
torical circumstances since
the beginning of the British
rule, compounded with the
openness of the culture has
put the society in a peculiar
and critical situation not
found elsewhere among the

migrated to the UGO billing
system. As of date the bills
generatedfrom the homes
ofpeople that had installed
smart meters are the same
one generated by the meter
reader.

Will MPSC
take action?

Editor,

Through your esteemed
newspaper, we would like
to ask die Meghalaya Pub-
lic Service Commission
whether it is privy to the
allegations and pictures that
were circulated on social
media, in which candidates
appearing for the Meghalaya
Agriculture Service, written
examination appeared to
have books, bags and were
sitting next to each other
inside the examination hall,
at Tura Government Col-
lege. The examination was
conducted from October
6-8, 2021.

The situation at Centres
in Shillong is an altogether
different scenario, where

By Fabian Lyngdoh

tribal communities of North
East India. This situation has
always made the people take
an exclusive and defensive
stance; and this is perfectly
natural. The fear of being
engulfed by stronger ex-
ternal cultural waves is not
unfounded, but true to the
ground. The bona-fide non-
tribal residents ofMeghalaya
need to understand and re-
spect this ground reality as no
human community whether
big or small, developed or
undeveloped is free from this
natural exclusive and defen-
sive stance. That is why non-
tribal residents in Meghalaya
still enclose themselves in
their own cultural circles,
socializing and indoctrinat-
ing their own members as
distinct, apart from the indig-
enous tribals; and this is also
to be respected as well. But
at the same time, we have to
accept the feet that expecting
forareal cosmopolitan living
in a situation of mutually
defensive and exclusive mind
sets is a distant dream.
Coming back to the main
issue at hand, the Para 12A
ofthe Sixth Schedule should
in no way be a hindrance
to the healthy coordination
between the District Council
and the State Government.
The Paragraph 12A is to be
applied only when an act of
the District Council is beyond
its mandate, or against its
own mandate, or that it is in
direct contravention to other
provisions ofthe Indian Con-
stitution. This constitutional
provision has a rationale to
exist for facilitating public
interests and as a safeguard
against infringement of fun-
damental human rights of
citizens. An incident in 2013
is an example of how the
District Council may act
contrary to its own mandate.
In 2013, the Government of
Meghalaya refused to send
to the Governor, the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District
(Nomination and Election
ofthe Syiem, Deputy Syiem
and Headmen of Langrin
Syiemship) (Third Amend-
ment) Bill, 2013, on the
grounds that the principal
Act was intended to serve
and protect the indigenous
Khasis in Langrin Syiemship,
while on the other hand, the
proposed amendment by the
KHADOC to delete the phrase
“both of whose parents are
Khasi by birth”, from Sec-
tion 2(d) ofthe principal Act
would be against the existing
tradition ofthe people ofthe
Syiemship. Whether it was
the truth or party politics
that prompted the whole
exercise, but overall, this
episode demonstrated that
under Article 244A, the Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya too
has the mandate to conserve
and protect the traditions and
customs of the indigenous
people. While in this particu-
lar case the District Council
seems to lack that concern.
The District Council’s Bill
in question is not repugnant
to any existing law made by
the State Legislature, but it

even a pencil bag was not
allowed inside the exami-
nation hall, forget about
other belongings. Candidates
were subjected to frisking
too prior to entry into the
examination hall. If MPSC
doesn't investigate and take
action, then we can assume
that those involved in such
illegal activities have got
permission from the Com-
mission to have an open
book examination; in other

words to literally cheat!
Yours etc.,

Name withheld on request
Shillong

Does Meghalaya
need a new
counter-insurgency

template?

Editor,

Improvised explosives
have become the favoured
weapon of choice, and cer-
tain groups are seeking a
revival. The spotlight again
is on the management of

can be said to be repugnant
to the fact ofa subject matter
which the State Legislature
also has the mandate to en-
act laws for had the District
Council not been there. The
currently popular narrative
that the State Government
has no jurisdiction in the
Sixth Schedule areas, or that
the State Legislature has no
mandate to make laws on the
subjects of the Sixth Sched-
ule is a misunderstanding
and misinterpretation of the
constitutional provisions.
The domain of the Dis-
trict Council iswith the main-
tenance ofthe social order in
the cultural context; it is with
the conservation and protec-
tion of land and culture, and
guidance to the evolution of
customs. The District Coun-
cil should concernitselfmore
with the management of land
and its resources and admin-
istration of the tribal society
in its cultural traditions and
social values. The domain of
the State Government is with
the maintenance ofthe social
order in the legal context; it
is in socio-economic devel-
opment, civic welfare of the
citizens, and in matters con-
cerning fundamental rights
and genderjustice among the
citizens. It would be good if
the District Council does not
get itself involved with the
modem civic development of
the people which is a concern
ofthe State Government. The
ADCs should not compete
with the State Government;
and the MDCs should not
compete with the MLAS in
the implementation of mod-
em development projects
such as construction ofroads,
footpaths, playgrounds, bath-
ing places, dustbins and la-
trines, etc. Thatisto be leftto
the State Government and the
MLASs with their schemes.
As a suggestion specifi-
cally for the JQiasi and Jaintia
Hills, it would be good if the
individual MDC develop-
ment schemes meant for
construction of modem in-
frastructures in the villages
be abolished, and the fluid
be channelized for the con-
struction of dorbar halls and
judicial buildings in every
Raid and Hima. We have
seen that old and wretched
buildings are being used as
offices and dorbar halls in
many Raids and Himas. Fund
should also be provided for
the construction of open-the-
atres for cultural festivals in
the Raids and Himas. | have
seen such large and beautiful
open-theatres in the villages
ofNagaland. With its meagre
resource and limited financial
capacity, itwould be a waste-
ful exercise for the District
Council to attempt to clean
the Umkhrah River; there are
no cultural wastes there, but
only modem urban wastes.
It is better to leave that scav-
enging work to the State
Government. On the other
hand, special centres like
the dancing ground of Hima
Khyrim, the Weiking dancing
ground, the Behdienkhlam
festival grounds, and other

affairs within the security
apparatus of Meghalaya.
Recently, intelligence took
the backseat again on the
latest IED, which was found
outside the National People's
Party office, intending to
spread terror and undermine
confidence. The crux of
insurgency lies in the socio-
economic problems which
plague a particular area or
territory such as unemploy-
ment, lack of schools, bad
roads, flow of illicit drugs
and thereby militants seek
support from the local popu-
lace by promoting political
struggles against the gov-
ernment.
Counter-insurgency is
equivalent to learning how
to eat soup with a knife. It
is about grasping all aspects
of the situation in which
they are engaging, and then
understanding principles
from past events adminis-
tering them thoughtfully.
Areas of focus are living
among the population, locat-
ing forward operating bases

places of importance should
be provided with adequate
finance for improvement and
beautification as these centres
would not only reflectthe cul-
ture of the tribe and raise its
identity and image, butwould
also contribute immensely to
the development of tourism
industry in the State.

With regards to village
administration, it would be
good if the District Council
enacts laws for the constitu-
tion of the dorbar shnong as
apolitical andjudicial author-
ity, limiting to administration
of land and social customs.
The State Government on the
other hand, can enact laws
for the constitution of vil-
lage councils limiting to the
implementations of modem
developmental programmes,
providing civic welfare ser-
vices to the citizens and main-
tenance of law and order
in the villages and urban
localities, without touching
anything on matters concern-
ing land and judicial admin-
istrations. Presently, the State
Government has constituted
Village Employment Coun-
cils (VECs) inthe villages for
the implementation ofvillage
infrastructures though the
NREGS programme. Overall,
the programme seems to be
successful and the people are
happy with the exercise, and
the District Councils should
have nothing to be suspicious
orjealous about it.

As citizens ofMeghalaya,
we are fortunate to have the
State Government for demo-
cratic and civil administra-
tion; the District Councils
which are tribe-specific, and
mandated with the constitu-
tional authority to legalize
the traditions and customs of
indigenous tribes, and we also
have the traditional institu-
tions to provide cultural and
psychological continuity in
the minds ofthe people inthe
process of change. Howfrver™
we must also be wise to adapt
ourselves to the new circum-
stances of life brought about
by social change. Ifwe refuse
to adapt to the requirements
of Social Change according
to our own will, then the
powerful Social Change will
force itself upon us to adapt
according to its own will.
Hence, let us equip ourselves
with relevant attitudes and
mindsets to be able to move
culturally intact in the waves
of social change.

Email: fabianthaiang@
gmail.com

The lack of clarity on the
issue of territorial authority
especially in the Khasi Hills
where the core concern of
the people is the independent
private ownership over their
lands without any interven-
tion by the Government.

The need to build up equi-
table, transparent and respon-
sible democratic governance
at the grass-roots according
to the present requirements
of the modem democratic
society can no longer be
ignored. The Khasi society
needs to adapt itselfto some
healthy changes so that the
tribe can survive in acompeti-
tive world.

around neighbourhoods and
villages. Strategies designed
to minimiseJibrce, reducing
civilian casualties and win-
ning people over. Kinetic
action wouldjust exacerbate
the problem. A new security
doctrine should be crafted,
bringing to bear the human
terrain involving the need
to understand the local cul-
ture, religious tradition and
customs.

The book 'Sling and the
Stone’ by Thomas Xavier
Hammes, a counter-insur-
gency specialist, warned
that the fiiture battlefield has
changed, and the pandemic
has shown the way ahead to
adapt, improvise and over-
come.

Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
- Shillong-10

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Modi’s defence of human rights
record of his Govt ludicrous

District Council and the NHRc chairman

functioning as
caged parrot

By Sushil Kutty

Human rights are rou-
tinely violated in our coun-
try. But rarely do ministers’
sons drive ajeep overhuman
beings, deliberately. Lynch-
ing of human beings, they
say, became frequent after
2014. Mostly because of
the cow. Lakhimpur-Kheri
saw four farmers killed by a
rampaging jeep driven by a
Union minister’s son, and in
a “reaction to action” three
BJP workers were beaten to
death by enraged farmers.

Simultaneously, for al-
together different reasons,
farmers were setupon by po-
lice and a Dalit was beaten to
death with lathis and shoes
in Rajasthan.

Now, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said
that there’s “selective” out-,
rage; that people are "in-
terpreting” human rights
violations keeping in mind
their “selfish interests”. Not
surprisingly, the National
Human Rights Commission
chairperson Justice (retired)
Arun Kumar Mishra agrees
with Modi. After all, how
many times does the NHRC

boss getto catchthe eyes and
ears of the Prime Minister?
Luckily for him, Tuesday,
October 12, happened to be
the NHRC’s foundation day
and Modi chose to do the
honours of ushering in the
day himself.

Let’s be honest, political
parties haven’t been honest
and fair in their treatment of
human rights abuses. Human
rights violations have been
“divided” according to ide-
ology and the party - ruling
party or opposition party?
So, Rajasthan is Congress-
ruled and, therefore, for the
Congress and the rest of the
Opposition notto raise Cain!
But Lakhimpur-Kheri is in
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh;
therefore, fertile ground to
go all out against Modi and
Yogi.

The surprising thing,

ter have been “selectively
silent” on MoS (Home) Ajay
Kumar Mishra. Maybe it’s
because itwill be bad for the
BJP, abig embarrassment, if
Mishra is terminated from
the Union ministry, isn’t
Ajay Kumar Mishra guilty
of playing around with the
human rights of innocents?

Narendra Modi should
explain his reluctance to act
against Mishra. He cannot
let talk swirl that it’s Home
Minister Amit Shah who is
saving Ajay Kumar Mishra
from the pink slip. Shah also
his human rights! And.in-
fringement of human rights
cannot be seen through a
“political prism.” Not tak-
ing action against Mishra is
“political”.

The PMO has “cautioned
against the selective inter-
pretation of human rights
and using'human rights to
diminish the image of the
country.” How does raising
Cain over the Lakhimpur-
Kheri killings “diminish
the image of the country”?
If anything, the world will
applaud, happy that there is

democracy in India and not
just a “democratic Prime
Minister”.

The BJP shouldbe thank-
ful to Modi. He’s told his
party leaders whatto do? Go
posthaste to Rajasthan and
raise ruckus there. Actually
the BJP will not go to Raj-
asthan, or Chhattisgarh - or
Punjab! The BJP is worried
stiffabout Uttar Pradesh. An
“Indira lookalike™ is giving
Modi and Shah sleepless
nights and Yogi Adityanath
cannot stay awake enough!

Now, farmer leader
Rakesh Tikait says he and
his fanners’army will pitch
tents in Lakhimpur-Kheri
and stay put till Ajay Ku-
mar Mishra is removed.
Whatever happened to Delhi
“gheraoed” or Punjab and
Haryana? All roads are lead-
ing to Lakhimpur Kheri

Now, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said
that there$ “Selective ” outrage; thatpeople
are "'interpreting’ human rights violations

keeping in mind their ‘Selfish interests

Not

surprisingly, the National Human Rights *
Commission chairperson Justice (retired)
Arun Kumar Mishra agrees with Modi.

however, is that while Pri-
yanka Gandhi and Rakesh
Tikaitand RLD leader Jayant
Chaudhary have parked
themselves in Lakhimpur-
Kheri, top BJP leaders are
not out in strength in Rajas-
than. Does it mean thatnone
of the political parties are
with the Dalit? The Opposi-
tion has concentrated its ire
& fire in Lakhimpur-Kheri
while mum on “Rajasthan”.
Andthe BJP, caught with
fingers in the cookie jar,
hasn’t ventured anywhere
close to Lakhimpur-Kheri,
while avoiding travel to
Rajasthan! So, what’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
trying to say when talking
of “selective” interpretation
ofhuman rights? He should
make it clear whether he
includes the BJP also among
the “selective outrage” lot.
There cannot be two
interpretations on who all
is outraging. The Prime
Minister and Home Minis-

only!

But Narendra Modi
wants the Opposition to go
to any state/place other than
Lakhimpur Kheri! Modi
is doing his own selective
interpretation of Lakhimpur-
Kheri, and the Opposition
is loving it. At the crux of
Modi’s selective outrage at
what the Opposition is upto
in Lakhimpur Kheri is his
reading thatthe BJP has been
rendered toothless in Uttar
Pradesh.

That the BJP is rattled
and bereft of an issue to
rally around in Uttar Pradesh
is apparent from the fact
that BJP spokespersons are
suddenly raising stuff like
“What was Sonia Gandbhi
doing before her marriage
to Rajiv Gandhi?” and “what
was Rahul Gandhi doing
with Sukhanya Devi?” The
BJP's desperation is show-
ing, and it's clear that deep
down the BJP is hurting.
Very bad. (1PA Service)
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SILENCE ON THE MUSIC FRONT

The global music
community must
help Afghan
musicliansresista
Taliban music ban

he recent fall of Kabul to the Taliban has
raised many concerns. However, the Taliban’s

I violation of cultural rights is not being ade-
quately prioritized, including its stance on music.

The last time the militant group ruled the coun-
try in the late 1990s, it banned music. For now,
the Taliban has yet to officially take that step, but
many musicians are reporting violation of their
cultural rights.

During the 76th Session of the United Nations
General Debate, Pakistan not only supported the
Taliban, but also stated that since the Taliban has
already promised to respecthuman rights, the global
community should “incentivize them, and encourage
them to walk this talk.”

While Imran Khan, the prime minister of Pakir
stan, criticizes colonialism for destroying cultures,
he will not concede that the Taliban hurts local
cultural expression — particularly when it comes
to violating the cultural rights of musicians and
pushing religious and sacred practices of Shi'ites
and other minority groups into oblivion.

CULTURAL RIGHTS AND
ETHNOMUSICOLOGY

Cultural rights recognize the right to take part in
cultural life, and the right to benefit from cultural
values created by an individual or community. They
are rights related to language, cultural and artistic
production, participation in cultural life, cultural
heritage and access to culture, among others — they
are recognized in official UN documentation.

The Taliban’s stance on music forbids people
from enjoying and participating in cultural activi-
ties, and violates the UN International Convention
on the Elimination of All-Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination.

Cultural rights are human rights. In 2003,

UNESCO’s Convention for the Safeguarding of

the Intangible Cultural Heritage established that
traditional music and heritage are protected glob-
ally. As an ethnomusicologist studying cultural
rights of Sufi performers in South Asia, my work
supports this.

Ethnomusicology is the study of music in its
cultural context. An expert ethnomusicologist on
Afghanistan, John Baily, author of War, Exile and
the Music of Afghanistan: The Ethnographer’s

To act or not to act”?

By Shashi Bhushan and
Radhika Tiwari

amlilas - a theatrical adap-

tation of Lord Ram’s life

that goes on for almost a

week and concludes on the night
of Vijayadashmi, are a major
source of income for thousands of

Tale, condemned the Taliban’s ban on music in the
1990s.

It is important to understand that music is a
form of labour for professional musicians. It in-
volves building the craft, not only over a period of
individual life but also inter-generationally — it
requires practise and innovation that should be
valued by society.

THE TALIBAN’S STANDPOINT
ON MUSIC

After the recent takeover by the Taliban, Afghan
musicologist Ahmad Sarmast spoke to the BBC
about the closure of music schools in Afghanistan,
the threats to the safety of the students and musical
instruihents. He says:

“It is a time of devastation of our dreams, of
hope, of inspiration for the future ... The students
are very fearful about their future - not just of their
education and their [music] program, but also about
their life.”

The Taliban’s standpoint on music as “haram”
(forbidden or proscribed by Islamic law) is a his-
torical position that dates back to a narrow circle
of Islamic legalist elites in the 14th century centred
around Ibn Taymiyyah, one of Islam’s most force-
ful theologians.

The proclamation was not legally enforced
because historically, there have been Muslim ca-
liphates who have been patrons of music in royal
courts and advocated for people like the Sufis who
use sound and movement to experience spiritual

Ramlilas’ not-so-healthy affair with big names

arousal and heightened states referred to as wajd,
hal or kefiyat.

There are many sonic practices that are not cat-
egorized as “music” within various cultures. For
example, Inuit throat-singing was historically a
game and not considered a musical practice.

In Islam, the category “music” entered the Arabic
language through the Greco-Roman tradition of
thought. In Arabic, the words al-musiga (music)
and al-ghina (singing) were referred to as secular
forms of entertainment, and religious sounds such
as call to prayer (azaan), the Quranic recitation and
hymns such as the hamd (hymns in praise of Allah)
and na'at (hymns in praise of Prophet Mohammed)
are not referred to as “music.”

THE IMPACT

In the Taliban’s violence against musicians —
they killed a folk singer in August 2021 — they
are not only opposed to secular forms of music but
also sacred sounds and practices.

The Taliban are known to use chants called
“tarana” to inspire their soldiers. According to
Afghan ethnomusicologist Baily, they have also
certainly permitted religious singing without musi-
cal instruments.

As an ethnomusicologist who grew up in a
Shi'ite Muslim minority in Pakistan, | consider the
Taliban’s problem is not so much with the “illicit”
place of music in Islam, but more fundamentally
with tolerating diverse interpretations of Islam
— including differing positions on the legality of

(SIX)

music, sema (audition) and various interpretations
of Islamic law.

The Taliban have started their government on a
note that has evoked memories from two decades
ago. In 2008, the Canadian Center of Ethnomusi-
cology (CCE) at the University of Alberta commis-
sioned an Afghan rubab — an Afghan lute used in
art and folk traditions in Afghanistan, Tajikistan
and Northern Pakistan — for its collection from
Abdul Wardak, who lost his profession because of
the Taliban’s ban on music in the 1990s.

THE MUSIC BAN PERMEATES
OUTSIDE AFGHANISTAN

During my short field-work projects with Af-
ghan Shi’ites in Edmonton, they said community
elders stopped them from singing certain religious
hymns, gasida, in the diaspora. Shi’ite Muslims
have historically embraced taqiyya, which involves
practising their rituals secretly during repressive
regimes.

In light of inter-generational trauma that ban-
ning music and sonic practices had on Afghans in
the 1990s, there is a legitimate concern over that
ban being repeated.

The international community, particularly the
music and music research communities, must stand

j

)

with -the Afghan musicians'aswell as Muslim~ces-c-g

ligious minorities to protect their cultural rights.
Cultural rights are human rights and should be con-
sidered central to ensuring that the Taliban “walk
their talk.” (The Conversation)

Aesthetically
Appealing on

Soclal Media

Also, pay attention to the descrip-

theatre artists during the festival
season.

However, with popular actors
and politicians like, local MPs
and MLASs being roped in to play
roles, many artists who are al-
ready reeling under the ongoing
pandemic-induced recession, are
left with no choice but to look for
other occupations.

Harshwardhan Kumar (name
changed), a theatre student at
the National School of Drama in
Delhi said, "These popular faces
are invited by big Ramlila com-
mittees, because smaller ones ob-
viously cannot afford them. Now,
I will not say that they have a
huge impact on the livelihoods of
theatre artists or the community
at large but they do affect quite a
handful of them, especially after
Covid-19 when we are not get-
ting many such opportunities to
perform and get paid for it. Other
than this, such acts discourage
struggling artists."”

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has several leaders who take to
the stage to play prominent char-
acters from Hindu mythology in
Ramlilas -- from famous actors-
turned-politicians like Ravi Kis-
han and Manoj Tiwari to Leader
of Opposition in the national
capital Vijender Gupta, Delhi BJP
General Secretary Kuljeet Chahal
and former union ministers Vijay
Sampala and Harsh Vardhan who
essayed the role of Janak (Sita's
father) in Lav Kush Ramlila at
Red Fort in 2018 and 2019.

Recently, Delhi BJP treasurer
Vishnu Mittal urged politicians
and popular actors who perform
annually in Ramlilas not to do so
as it takes away the employment
opportunities from those whose
livelihood is dependent on this

profession.

He said, "l believe that one
should stick to one's job. Artists
play smaller roles, which are then
taken over by these big names. If
such stars start withdrawing their
names on their own, more space
will be created for those who ac-
tually need the part.”

Praveen Shankar Kapoor, Delhi
BJP spokesperson, who agreed
with Mittal had some other con-
cerns. "Ramlila committees invite
these big names from politics and
entertainment industry to please
them and gain more traction in
terms of audience. Usually, the
artists rehearse for weeks for such
a programme but when a star poli-
tician or actor steps in there is no
coordination as they have hardly
ever rehearsed together. These big
stars with controversial pasts fail

to bring depth to the godly char-
acters as their public perception
is already formed."

Reacting to the question, BJP
Secretary Kuldeep Singh Chahal
jokingly said, "It all happens as
per Lord Ram's will.”

However, actor-turned-poli-
tician and BJP MP from North
East Delhi Manoj Tiwari who
participates in Uttar Pradesh's
biggest Ramlila in Ayodhya,
says that even some politicians’
households, including his own,
is sustained by these plays only.
"Hamara ghar bhi toh wahin se
chalta hai. Politics toh sirf samaj
seva hai (We also survive through
such plays and performances.
Politics is nothing but public
service for us)."

BJP MLA Vijender Gupta,
who has been performing since

his college days, said, "l have
represented University of Delhi
and won over two dozen prizes
then. It was only after three long
decades that | went on stage. It
seemed like a break because an
artist never dies.”

Sobha Deepak Singh, Vice
President of the Bharatiya Kala
Kendra in Delhi, told IANS that
due to the economic slowdown,
salaries of artists are being cut.
"We hire them on and off as and
when there is an opportunity. The
community is out of money and
we are not getting any kind of
help from anyone.”

When the Padma Shri awardee
was asked what she thought about
such an act of hijacking roles,
she said, "I do not think this
should happen. This is not right.”
(TANS)

By MeharGiilati

ocial media platforms differ

in functioning and appear-

ance. Hence, it is really
important to make sure that their
aesthetics are in place so that one
can attract more leads, increase
sales, and broadcast the message
in the right manner to the target
audience. To ensure that your so-
cial media page is in the correct
format and order, this guide can
help you:

Draw Inspiration

Every social media platform
can weave a different story de-
pending on the aesthetic you want
to present. So make
sure that you draw in-
spiration for your brand
from the right sources
and for the relevant
social media platform.
Pinterest and Insta-
gram are more image-
driven while content
on Twitter is all about
crisp tweets. Similarly,
Facebook is all about
combining trendy con-
tent with featured posts and sto-
ries. So, make sure that you use
all the trending platform-specific
updates and features to draw and
implement your inspiration.

Create Content

Conceptualize a board for
yourself and start pinning content
you like. It may include photos,
videos, GIFS, carousels etc, that
reflect your brand aesthetic and
help you weave the story you want
to portray in the right format.
If you decide to use a template,
make sure to pick one that fits
your vision, sensibility, and cov-
ers your competitive strategy.

tion, content and information of
the products you are considering
to feature.

Produce and Post

While planning content may
sound difficult, producing content
can be even more tedious. Ensure
that you use original social media
templates, unique formats, and
different fonts. Get innovative
with design, and feature content
on your page with precision and
perfection. You can shoot content,
use Photoshop, try templates, or
maybe combine free images from
the internet to feature what you
like.

'O

Set the timeline

Create a timeline to help you
remember when you want to post,
or when you want to have your
content finished. A timeline is
like a calendar for your content.
You can create a simple timeline
in your notes or phone calendar
to stay on top of things. This will
ensure that you know what to post
and when so that you don't get lost
amid the chunk of content. Also,
do keep a tab on trending and
topical posts, events or updates
so that you can integrate them
into your social media content to
feature an aesthetic that you love!
(IANSlife)
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Discarded cell phones have more gold than ore

ow much gold can we
H get from mobile phones?

Leading experts say a
tonne of discarded mobile phones
is richer in gold than a tonne of
gold ore.

On International E-Waste Day
2021 on Thursday, the experts are
calling on households, businesses
and governments to get behind ef-
forts to get more dead or unused
plug-in or battery-operated prod-
ucts to facilities where they can
be either repaired or recycled to
recover a king's fortune in valu-
able materials and reduce the need
for new resources.

This year's mountain of waste
electronic and electrical equip-
ment (WEEE) will total about
57.4 million tonnes — greater
than the weight of the Great Wall
of China, earth's heaviest artifi-
cial object.

Last year's Global E-waste
Monitor reported that 53.6 mil-
lion metric tonnes (Mt) of WEEE
were generated in 2019. That
represented a 21 per cent jump
in the five years since 2014 (with
e-waste predicted to reach 74 Mt
by 2030).

Global e-waste generation
is growing annually by 2 Mt,
or about three to four per cent,
a problem attributed to higher
consumption rates of electronics
(increasing three per cent annu-
ally), shorter product lifecycles
and limited repair options.

According to estimates in
Europe, where the problem is
best studied, 11 of 72 electronic
items in an average household are
no longer in use or are broken.
Annually per citizen, another 4
to 5 kg of unused electrical and
electronic products are hoarded in
Europe prior to being discarded.

Another study estimates that
54 to 113 million mobile phones
alone, weighing 10 to 20 tonnes,
are sleeping in drawers and other
storage spaces in French homes.

Meanwhile in the US, while
many mobile phones are recycled,
the EPA estimates that more than
151 million phones a year — ap-
proximately 416,000 a day — are
trashed and end up incinerated or
landfilled.

And an estimated 40 per cent of

heavy metals in US landfills come
from discarded electronics.

By weight, however, discarded
big appliances such as stoves
and refrigerators constitute the
largest component of the e-waste
problem, which continues despite
decades of efforts by governments
at many levels.

The EU, for example, has com-
prehensive Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) legislation
in place, consisting of targets and
legal responsibilities, but member
states struggle to achieve them for
several reasons, as documented by
UNITAR and the Brussels-based
WEEE Forum in a report, WEEE
Flows study and vision.

Pascal Leroy, Director General
ofthe WEEE Forum, the organisa-
tion behind International E-Waste
Day, said: "Many factors play a
role in making the electrical and
electronics sector resource effi-
cient and circular. But one thing
stands out: as long as citizens
don't return their used, broken
gear, sell it, or donate it, we will
need to continue mining all-new

materials causing great environ-
mental damage.

"This year's focus for Inter-
national E-Waste Day is the
crucial role each of us has in
making circularity a reality for
e-products.”

Surveys reveal a widely-held
public misconception that about
40-50 per cent of e-waste is
recycled. However, less than
half that — 17.4 per cent — was
known to be properly treated anti
recycled in 2019.

In the case of cell phones, tab-
lets, computers and other small
information technology products,
factors thought to discourage
recycling include data security,
product value, difficult-to-reach
return points, and uncertainty
about appropriate recycling,
among others.

Says Ruedigfr Kuehr, Direc-
tor of the SCYCLE Programme
and Head of UNITAR's Office in
Bonn, the value of EEE compo-
nents in the world's 'urban mines'
is enormous.

"A tonne of discarded mobile

‘Stair Gazing’

By PtAjai Bhambi

Man Is forming an angle of 150 degree* with Neptune on your solar return
chartand It will give amazing results. Youwill dothings with logical planning
«rt)ich will proveto be very successful. Itis going to be aveiy favorable time
period during which you will achieve alo t Financially you will remainwell off.
And there will be continuous flow of money. You could also enter Into a new
business venture or partnership which will prove to be very profitable. Any
projectthatwas delayed dueto any official cause will finally getcleared. You
will also get loansffinances from financial Institutions. Your colleagues and
office superiors will provide you ample support and guidance. Relation with
your family members will be coordinal. Your romantic life will be wonderful
ind you will also get suitable marriage proposals.

Arias : (March 21 - April 20)

AN
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makar

It is going to be a very productive week for you. Your creative
skills will cometo the foie. Youwill be strong willed and deter-
mined. Your targets will get completed. You will be capable of
removing obstaclesfrom your path. Youwill Impressyoursubor-
dinates and boss. Youwill go to any extentto achieve your
goals. Youwill be ambitious and not like to be dominated

or controlled. Your financial position is going to be good.

You will always remain surrounded by friends and well,
withers. Favorable conditions will be created In business
andtrade. Yourhealth will also Improve. Youwill also share good

understanding with your partner/spouse.

Taurus : (April 21 - May 21)

J|

You will show lot of punctuality In your work, money will keep
coming but you needto be careful about it Do not lend money
to anyone. K might get struck. Decisions related to property
matters in courts will come In your favor. You will get full sup-
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committed there Is no going back. Youwill remain loyal to your
friends. Youwill notlook for shortterms gains. Youwill purchase
some property or vehicle. Itis difficult for people to understand
whatgoes inside your mind. Youwill be successfulin love affairs.
You wiH also enjoy marital bliss. People will keep encouraging
you. Youwill also develop interest in spiritual activities. You will
remain busy in your work and household activities. Working
women will get support from their organization.
(September 23 - October 23)

This week will be full of opportunities for you. You wiH achieve
miraculous success In yourwork. The graph of your opportuni-
ties and aspirations will continue to increase day by day. You
will form successful situations In your work to eam profit. Itwill
help you In a big way. Yourfinancial position will remain stable.
Some borrowed or struck up money will come backto you. You
wiH be more energetic. Youwill work diligently for which you will
be rewardedtoo. Lovebirds will have avery enjoyable time. They
will enjoy each other's company. You will not compromise with
your principles. Your parents will be very happy with you. They
wiii give their blessings.

Scorpio : (October 24 - November 22)

Y

- portofyour peers and bosses. You will work hard in your Job

\ and also get the desired results. You will make best use of

modem technology to grow your business. You will also get

jj promoted in yourjob. Youwill getgood news in love relations

and future prospects look bright Husband and wife will have

good understanding. Students need to focus ontheir studies. A
situation of any festivity or marriage etc. may be created.

Gemini: (May 22 -Jura 21)

N
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Your attitude will impress one and all. Your gentleness and
soberly behaviour will win you lot of admirers. You will be able
to get your work done with ease. Your communication skills
will be second to none. Even some strangers will help you a
lot You will make new investments. You will be person with
imagination and a creative bent on mind. You will be able
to implement your ideas and bring them into reality. Your
dreams will getfulfiled. However, your emotional nature will
prove to be biggest weakness which you needto get over. It will
proveto bea hindrance in your roadto progress. Youwill share
good understanding with your partner. And could gift him/her
an expensive gift

Cancer: (June 22 -July 22)

-m

Hw ill be an amazing week for you. Youwill plan for some impor-
tant projects and give it akickstart Initially you will face hurdles
but with the passage of time you will be able to achieve your
goals. You will also make new contacts. You will also make
new contacts. Youwillwork hard andtoil to bring business on
its track. You also need to work sincerely in yourjob. Youwill
complete yourwork intime. You needto be careful Infinancial
matters. There are chances offraud or conspiracy againstyou.
Keep away from strangers. Your spouse will understand your
difficulties and provide able support Your relationship with your
relatives and dear ones will be cordial and nice.

: (July 23 -August 23)

Hls time to make gains. You will be in possession of wealth,
wisdom and Intelligence with family support Youwill also shine
atyourworkplace. Youwill haveallthe qualities of ahard working
person. You Wil also win debates and competitions. Youwill
be idealistic, disciplinary and respecting. Youwill also have
monetary gains. Lady luck will smile on you. You will get
Involved In new romantic ties. Be careful of your foes and
J J opponents. You need to face every kind of situation wisely
and fearlessly. You will also have profits in your business.
Friends will help you from time to time. You will also take up
some special projects.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

| L
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Youwill be blessed with aunique personality. People will agree
to what you suggest You will get success in your pursuits.
You will not say yes to any proposal without giving Ha proper
“thought. You will not make friends easily. But once you are

Itwill bedifficultfor people to readyourinner and outer personal-
lty. Youwill keepthem guessing. Theywill be unableto readwhat
Is going Inside your mind. But you will go about your task and
achieveyourgoals. Avoid any rigid attitude. Youwill getsuccess
in business and management. Your capabilities and value will
be reflected. Your enemies and opponents will remain active
and will try to harm you. They will not get success. You will put
In lot of efforts in your Job and will became a cause of envy for
others. You wiH enjoy awonderful romantic life. Those who are
married will have marital bliss. The understanding between wife
and husband will be aood.

. Sagittarius : (November 23 - December 21)

#

Capricorn :

N

Youwill hotbe afraid of facing any difficult situation. Youwill face
every obstacle boldly. Youwill be materialistic from the outside,
but some comer of your mind will be spiritually inclined. You
will remain popular and enjoy the spotlight Your tasks will get
completed in time. You will be able to satisfy your bosses. You
will pay lot of attention to your family matters. Despite being
busy, family will remainyourtop priority. Youwill also enjoy good
bonding with your spouse/partner. Youwill havefinancial gains.
It is important you work with lot of patience anddedication. It Is
vital you do not tak»any decision in a hurry and emotionally It
may proveto bewrong. Yourfriends and relatives will stand with
you through all the thick and thin.
(December 22 -January 20)
ftis againful week. The starof your destiny will once again shine
and will help all your struck tasks to gain momentum. You will
work hard and perform well in yourjob. As a result, your work
will be appreciated alot and your self-confidsnce will increase.
Youwill also have monetary gains. You will receive your loaned
money back. You will also get aJob offer or get a promotion. Itis
avery favorable phase for your business. Those who are single
will get suitable marriage proposals. Misunderstandings will get
removed in your relations. You will also welcome guests at your
house. You will also undertake business related trips.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18)

Itwill proveto be avery fruitful week. Youwill be agame changer
and your efforts will bring good results. Youwill perform those
tasks which others will be unable to even think of. You will be
practical in your approach and will call spade’a spade. Put your
best efforts to realize your dreams. Planetary position is very
favorable. Jupiter and Satum will give you good results. You
can get success in matters related to abroad. You will enjoy a
wonderful love life. Those who are married will share amazing
bonding with their partners.

Pisces : (February 19 - March 20)

This weekyourchances of monetary benefits arevery strong. You
will have good relations with your partners and other business
people. Your bosses will support you. You will also bring many
new ideas into existence. There will be disruptions caused in
the completion of an extremely importanttask. Your loved ones
will support you. The husband and wife will have good under-
standing. You will have newsources of income. Do notsign any
documentwithout reading it. Newcontracts will be made Inyour
business or Job. Your senior officials and boss will be pleased
with your work. You will feel elated and on top of the world.

phones is richer in gold than a
tonne of gold ore," Kuehr points
out,

"Embedded in one million cell
phones, for example, are 24 kg
of gold, 16,000 kg of copper, 350
kg of silver, and 14 kg of pal-
ladium — resources that could
be recovered and returned to the
production cycle.

el om

Caree

And if we fail to recycle these
materials, new supplies need to
be mined, harming the environ-
ment."

"Moreover, the recovery of
gold and other material from
waste saves a lot of carbon di-
oxide emissions when compared
with virgin metal mining," says
Kees Balde, Senior Programme

I

Officer of the UN University's
SCYCLE Programme.

He adds that high-value, recov-
erable materials conservatively
valued at $57 billion — a sum
greater than the Gross Domestic
Product of most countries — were
mostly dumped or burned in 2019
rather than being collected for
treatment and reuse. (IANS) ,

in Poverty

Eradication

By Ranian K Baruah

ne of the worst forms of
human rights violation is
poverty or hunger. There

are many initiatives and pro-

grammes launched by different
countries and agencies to reduce
poverty but the challenge is still
continuing as millions live in
poverty in different parts of the
world. Poverty entails more than
the lack of income and productive
resources to ensure sustainable
livelihoods. Its manifestations
include hunger and malnutri-
tion, limited access to education
and other basic services, social
discrimination and exclusion,
as well as the lack of participa-
tion in decision-making. The re-
cent pandemic has brought more
challenges as it has reversed the
success of the last three decades
related to poverty eradication.

The COVID-19 pandemic is
likely to have pushed between
143 and 163 million people into
poverty in 2021. The number of
people living under the interna-
tional poverty lines for lower and
upper middle-income countries
is projected to have increased in
the poverty rate of 2.3 percentage
points. Almost half of the pro-
jected new poor will be in South
Asia, and more than a third in
Sub-Saharan Africa. COVID-19
has already been the worst rever-
sal on the path towards the goal
of global poverty reduction in the
last three decades.

The observance of the Interna-
tional Day for the Eradication of
Poverty can be traced back to 17
October 1987. On that day, over a
hundred thousand people gathered
at the Trocadero in Paris, where
the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights was signed in 1948,
to honour the victims of extreme
poverty, violence and hunger.
They proclaimed that poverty is
a violation of human rights and
affirmed the need to come to-
gether to ensure that these rights
are respected. Through resolution

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE
ERADICATION OF POVERTY

47/196 adopted on 22 December
1992, the General Assembly
declared 17 October as the Inter-
national Day for the Eradication
of Poverty.

It is time for us to build better
and move ahead for the future.
Building forward means trans-
forming our relationship with
nature, dismantling structures of
discrimination that disadvantage
people in poverty and building on
the moral and legal framework of
human rights that places human
dignity at the heart of policy and
action. Building forward means
not only that no one is left behind,
but that people living in poverty
are actively encouraged and sup-
ported to be in the front, engag-
ing in informed and meaningful
participation in decision-making
processes that directly affect
their lives.

If we want to make our world
free from hunger and extreme pov-
erty then we need more dedicated
and committed professionals.
There are different programmes
of Government to reduce poverty,
in India it includes Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikash Yojna, Integrated
Rural Development Programme,
etc. When we look at careers
or jobs then one may work with
various government departments
or work with agencies like the
United Nations or other similar

agencies. Aspirants should study
subjects like Social Work, Soci-
ology,- Rural Management, Rural
Development, Development Stud-
ies, etc.

Aspirants from the background
of law of media may also actively
work in careers related to poverty
alleviation. Qualified individuals
from legal background may work
with communities and right hold-
ers for ensuring their rights for
which they can choose advocacy.
Similarly qualified individuals
from media background may get
involved in various campaigns to
generate awareness amongst peo-
ple. Most of the leading colleges
and universities offer courses
in graduation and masters’ level
which can be opted by interested
and passionate individuals who
dream to bring a positive change
by working in the field of poverty
eradication. Apart from academic
qualification we need to have
skills like effective communi-
cation and other employability
skills and most important is to be
passionate. There are many other
similar courses which are linked
with poverty reduction and one
may get opportunities to work in
India as well as abroad with lead-
ing organisations like different
agencies of the United Nations.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@ gmail. com)
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Modi’s poor India

OFFENCE is the best form of defence goes the
adage. That precisely was how the central gov-
ernment fielded its Women and Child Develop-
ment Ministry a day ago to “trash” the annual
Global Hunger Index released jointly by two
tracking agencies —lIrish and a German- about
the state of the nations around the globe. It put
India at the lowest 101th rank in a list of 116
nations, and showed the hunger situation in
neighbouring Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal
as being much better and China being among
the best performers in eradicating hunger. Stun-
ningly, most of those bracketed with India at
the bottom level were nondescript nations, like
Sierra Leone and Chad; and two 'worst' nations
with some size were Afghanistan and Somalia.
Somalia has remained as the ‘best example’ of
poverty in the world and India has now joined
hands with such African nations. Notably, most
nations in Africa are way above India in pov-
erty alleviation and in tracking the problem of
malnutrition among children.

The poor in India are fed voluminously with
“treats” from politicians, such as the Mann Ki
Baat series by Prime Minister Modi, which
praises the greatness of India, past and present.
The poor in India are becoming poorer. Last
year, India’s ranking on this global poverty
index was 94; this time, it went further down.
Pakistan, Nepal etc on the other hand improved
their rankings. Truth must be accepted and
the best way for a government is to introspect
and change things for the better. That means
a loss of face but that’s the price one pays for
complacency. When Prime Minister Modi goes
on another foreign jaunt he might be looked at
askance. Unfortunately, poor Indians continue

tO-beth@@df_fl_sd it 0f Qombasts,, «p «

India has to think anew. EVfery growth index
shows even Bangladesh growing at a faster
pace. White-collared Indians are now going to
Bangladesh to work for higher salaries than they
are paid in India. Ten per cent of Indians have
appropriated 90 per cent of the national wealth
with backing from successive governments.
The trickle-down theory propounded by Dr
Manmohan Singh’s UPA era had also proven
to be a farce. What fat, elitist Indians seek is
more freedom to “indulge” while the plight of
India’s disadvantaged sections is worsening.
China works in the reverse and the results are
there for all to see and fathom.

I Letters to the Editor

The danger
of looking
backwards

Editor,

Two incidents occurred
on the 11th Oct 2021 that
brought on smiles of deri-
sive cynicism to the faces
ofthose who frequent social
media news channels but
who also pay avid attention
to the political developments
within Meghalaya. The first
piece of news relates to Mr
John Kharshiing attaching
himself to the NPP band-
wagon. Now that was an
anticipated surprise for apo-
litical rolling stone, but what
followed nextwas ajolt from
the blue as it refers to the
statement ofthe Chief Minis-
ter of Meghalaya, Conrad K
Sangma and NPP leader that
his party, a so called National
Party was willing to discuss
issues related to the historic
and controversial Instrument
of Accession signed in 1948
between the Federation of
Khasi States and the Union
of India, whereby the Khasi
States individually and col-
lectively acceding to the
Dominion of India. Point of
interest is, after 73 years of
Independence, is the I0A
an issue of priority for a
political Party with national
aspirations?

Now isn’t it a bit late in
the day and akin to flogging
a dead horse to be raising
the question whether the

Khasi Hills are really part
and parcel of the Republic
of India? Claims have been
made, to the contrary, that
prominent mainland Indian
politicians and leaders have
forwarded these concerns of
The Grand Council of Chiefs
to the President of India for
his consideration and that
such action by these VIPs
signifies the authenticity
of the claim for review of
the I0A. All one can say to
such naive arguments is that
courtesy should never be
equated with political empa-
thy. Areview ofthe IOAnow
would open up a Pandora’s
box. What happens to the
Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills
who were never parties to the
JOA? What happens to the
state of Meghalaya and the
Provisions of the 6th Sched-
ule? Will the map of India
have to be redrawn again to
accommodate the 25 Khasi
Himas and that the entire
administration of the Khasi
Hills portion of Meghalaya
will then revert back to the
tender, traditional and cus-
tomary administrative care
of the erstwhile 25 Himas?
One shudders to even dream
of such a prospect. One can
only suggest that for those
who still question the validity
of the Indian Constitution,
to have the courage of (L)
Wickliffe Syiem and simply
walk away from India. Now
that’s what I call a principled
stand. Any takers?

As a simple citizen ofthis

George Orwell

? -e®.? m

A few months ago Jowai
the district headquarter of
West Jantia hills faced a gi-
gantic problem of disposing
off the waste that the resi-
dents produced. The problem
emerged when the Jowai
Municipal Board stopped
collecting garbage from ev-
ery single household in the
town. It compelled people
living in Jowai town to throw
their garbage anywhere and
everywhere, but most of the
garbage was dumped at the
market and waste mounds ap-
peared in many commercial
areas ofthe town. The town’s
impasse with the waste that it
has generated has reached its
lowest point when the JMB
could not find a new landfill
to replace the old one located
at Mupyut village.

Necessity is the mother

of all invention

The problems we face as
the town dwellers compel us
to look for solutions to the
problems we face. It is also

said that for every problem
there is a solution and very
often the solution is in the
problem itself. We pilot-
tested a project which deals
directly with vegetable waste
generated from households
and converted the same to
pig feed. This was done at our
own household level. There
is also a saying, “Necessity is
the mother ofinvention,” and
although we do not claim that
the projectis anew invention,
it in fact is something people
have been doing all along but
we did it a little differently.
Studies found that 23%
of the waste generated from
every household is kitchen
.waste. Therefore ill order
to minimize the amount of
garbage going to landfills,
we need to find ways and
techniques to reduce genera-
tion ofwaste from the kitchen
itself. Studies also indicate
that in India in a town of
normal size, each person
produce 300 to 400 grams
(3 to 4 kg) of solid waste per
person per day. Jowai has a
population of 28,430 so the
waste produces is between
8,500,000 to 1,137,200 gram,
or 85 to 100 tpns ofwaste per
day. 23 % of 85 or 100 tons
of the total waste generated
by the town dwellers which
is kitchen waste will come to
20 to 23 tons per day.
Converting kitchen waste
to pig feed

state let me on behalfofama-
jority of people like me ex-
press and make clear the real
priorities before the state and
its people. Our Governments
(Not only the MDA) have
denied quality education to
our people. We have failed
to distinguish literacy with
education and in the process
simply produced graduates
with paper certificates who
are unemployable in today’s
world. No wonder there is
such massive unemployment
where both pressure groups
and militants view extortion
as the most viable means
of livelihood. Efficacious
Healthcare, especially forthe
rural poor is another area of
concern and we.need to make
conscious efforts to increase
the doctor: patient ratio for
our village folks. Then there
is agriculture where 80% of
the population depend on for
its livelihood. We need to im-
prove our agriculture produc-
tion; provide our agriculture
produce with adequate value
addition to make it viable
for competitive markets.
Our urban centres are crying
for attention but sadly we
have yet to see an Urban
Minister with any initiative,
passion or desire to improve
the lot of our urban.citizens.
Despondency is growing all
around.

If we want development;
our future generations to
thrive and survive, the above
infrastructural amenities will
have to be addressed and aug-
mented. Ifwe don’t seriously

By HHMohrmen & Melanie Passah

The efforts will not only
help convert kitchen waste
to pig feed but it will also
inculcate in the town dweller
the habit of segregation of
waste at source. It involves
segregating all vegetable
waste which is mostly wet
waste from the kitchen itself.
What is left after segregation
ismostly dry waste which can
be used for other purposes.

Itis akno\yn fact that trib-
al people like the Khasi Pnar
consume meat regularly and
the state has to import pigs
from outside to reduce the
demand supply gap ofpork in
the state. Although pig rear-
ing is a traditional activity of
the people and most in the
rural still keep pigs, but it is
mostly for self-consumption.
Very few take it up as a com-
mercial activity and the main
reason is because animal feed
is expensive. The business of

livestock fanning is not cost
effective. Livestock farmers
and pig farmers in particular
complain about the cost of
purchasing feed to provide
for their animals. Based on
these facts the process of
converting kitchen waste to
pig feed was pilot-tested by
the authors ofthis paper.

The intervention will
hopefully provide feed for
the animals and also cut the
amount of money that the
pig farmers have to spend on
purchasing feed. The factthat
farmers have to pay Rs 7 per
kg for mere rice husk which
has no nutritional value for
the pigs, speaks volumes
about the problems that they
have to encounter with try-
ing to provide feed for their
animals. The feed produced
will also provide the farmers
nourishing food for their ani-
mals and at a lower cost. This
will then make the business
ofrearing pigs cost-effective
and will definitely encourage
more people to engage in the
business.

The three goals of the

project

It will reduce the amount
of garbage/domestic waste
generated from every house-
hold and at the same time
produce feed for pigs. The
other objective is to help
solve the waste problem in
the locality and ifthe project

address the above lapses no
ILP, no I0A, no HPC report
on Them lewmawlong, no
Sur ki Nong......for Khasi
unity etc will be able to pre-
vent migration of our people
to other parts of the world.
We shall simply become, as
all of us dread, carriers of
water and hewers of wood
for others far away from
our homeland, for by then
this state will no longer.be
a liveable place under the
sun. What we really need is
visionary leadership with the
foresight for the future not a
backward looking leadership
that only glorifies an imagi-
nary past for its own selfish
political gain .The sorriest
part is that we have yet to
start a debate on how all of
this should come about.
Yours etc.,
Toki Blah,
Via email

End of a joyous
Durga Puja

celebration

Editor,

The festive season com-
mencing with Durga Puja
augured well amid receding
Covid-19 pandemic in our
state especially in Shillong
city. The spirit of festivity
limped back with cautious
optimism as was evidenced
from healthy participation
by people of all age groups.
The SOPs issued by Govern-
ment were carefully adhered

is successful the next step is
to replicate it elsewhere and
hopefully itwill in some way
help reduce the waste prob-
lem in the town. The project
is designed on the basis of
Waste to Wealth and it will
therefore be a business and
it will help generate income
or create employment for the
local community.
How did it all begin?

When the JMB stopped
collecting waste from the
households in the town, some
people started burning their
waste because it was the only
solution they could think of
at that particular point of
time. But burning our gar-
bage or domestic waste will
lead to other problems. It
emits carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere which is again
an environmental problem.
Butin order to stop this crisis
we need to find a solution

to it. The solution to this
major problem happening
in Jowai town is to convert
the vegetable waste into ani-
mals feed. There is a saying
that charity begins at home,
hence, the intervention that
is proposed here is to deal
with household waste only.
The idea is to convert this
major problem into an op-
portunity. Therefore, in order
to solve this current problem
and convert the 23% kitchen
waste into animal feed we
embarked onthe process and
were happy with the outcome
of the efforts. The process
not only converted kitchen
waste to pig feed but in the
process it also generates
income for those engaged in
the business.
The process

The method used is called
Bokashi. The term Bokashi
derives from a Japanese word
which means ‘fermentation’
using ‘micro organism’tech-
nique. This technique helps
in ensuring the hygienic
practices and better growth
of animals.

On the first day segregate
all vegetable waste and put
them in the bin. Along with
the biodegradable kitchen
waste, we add one tea spoon
each of the two micro-or-
ganisms in the container. We
need to stir well every time
kitchen waste is added to

to by the Puja committees
with only some minor aber-
rations. The best part of this
year’s Puja celebration is that
the people appeared to have
overcome the fear psychosis
of the pandemic and have
realized that life should go
on amidst this new reality.
This, however, was not atthe
cost of safety, as most people
were found to be wearing
masks and taking precautions

against Covid-19 as far as.

possible.

The District administra-
tion was active in enforc-
ing the protocols without
stifling the festive spirit,
which deserves apprecia-
tion. A sizeable number of
tourists were also spotted
in the capital town enjoying
the unique Puja revelry one
finds only in “The Scotland
ofthe East’. Such a peaceful
and disciplined celebration of
Puja in Shillong needs to be
showcased before the entire
country to give a much-
needed fillip to the tourism
industry. Let us all continue
to behave responsibly in the
coming days so that all ofus
can enjoy Diwali, Christmas
and New Year in a befitting

manner.
Yours etc.,

N.K. Kehar
Shillong-3

No intent from
NEHU

Editor,
It is a well-known fact

Killing two birds with one stone

the container. The process is
very easy; anyone can do it.
Care should be taken because
not all kitchen waste can be
used for making pig feed.
Food items that can be used
in the process are vegetable
waste/peels, fruits peel, food
crumbs, beef bones, chicken
bones, and other biodegrad-
able kitchen waste. Kitchen
items which should be avoid-
ed are onion and garlic peels,
lemon/lime, bamboo shoot,
chillies and egg shells. The
container should be covered
properly to ensure that it is
airtight. The process will emit
no smell and it will attract no
flies; not even fruit flies will
collect near the bin. The feed
will be ready after 12 to 14
days and the pig farmers or
pig farm owners can use the
feed to provide for their pigs.
It is also an advantage for the
pig farmers because the food
is fermented, and saves them
for having to spend money
to buy firewood and time to

cook the feed.
The outcome is positive

The feed produced from
maiden project pilot-tested by
us was givento the farmerand
the response is very positive.
The report from the farmers
is that the pigs which were
fed with the feed did very
well and went beyond their
expectations. About one ton
ofthe fermented pig feed was
provided to the pigs since the
beginning ofthe waste imbro-
glio in Jowai till date and the
outcome is very positive. Pig
farmers we talked to are hope-
ful that this will be a game
ganger and it will help them

* augraent,their business and

. enhance their production.

This project will be suc-
cessful only if the entire
community participates in
the process. Hence the next
step is to take it to the com-
munity level. Ifthe project is
successful it will be the first
time in the state that waste is
being managed and turned
to animal feed and at the
same time generate income
for the stake-holders. The
project will definitely be a
game changer and it will kill
not two but three birds with
one stone.

(Melanie Passah is a stu-
dentofEnvironment, Ecology
andSustainableDevelopment
from TISS Guwahad)

that almost all the colleges in
the city have been reopened
for offline education. One
institution which has still not
opened its doors is NEHU. It
is absolutely disappointing
that the authorities continue
to offer online classes even
when there is a window of
opportunity to restart physical
classes in a phased manner.
What's even more dejecting is
the intent on their part. Every
time a student raises a query
inthis regard, his/her concern
is brushed aside. Throughthis
letter, | wish to request the
authorities to take this matter
seriously as online education
cannot replace offline classes
in any way. Online classes
were a temporary solution at
a point when going out was
not an option. Things now
are steadily improving and it
is about time to explore op-
portunities to get life back on
track. We are all aware ofthe
importance of physical and
social interaction for young
boys and girls and thus, the
resumption of classroom
learning is the need of the
hour:
Yours etc.,
Alex Kharsyntiew
Shillong- 8

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even Ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

(SIX)

Strict measures
needed for limiting
power consumption

By Harihar Swarup

Unprecedented. Unpre-
dictable. A “perfect storm”
of high demand, high global
prices, and extended mon-
soons. All of these are com-
mon descriptors of how In-
dia came to have just four
days of coal supplies left
at power plants. These are
all convenient but incom-
plete explanations. More
than plain bad luck coming
together in a perfect storm
or any single issue, there
was a wide gap in planning,
coordination, and risk-taking.
This problem also didn't hap-
pen overnight or even in a
month or two - it was many
months in the making. Until
we recognise these issues,
this could happen again, and
more so as India embarks on
a high renewable energy fu-
ture where uncertainty grows
and planning becomes even
more complex.

What happened? Glob-
ally high prices? It turns out
India’s power plants don’t
import that much cpal, at
least not most ofthem mphich
are suffering( a few coastal
plants dominate imports).

Huge demand for power?
Canwe blame “unprecedent-

ed power demand”, 15-20 per
centhigher than the previous
year was an outlier. This
year’s coal power output
was 10 per cent lower than
in April.

Simple arithmetic will
show that power plants con-
sumed more coal than they
received, but given that gen-
eration wasn’t exceptionally
high, does this mean that the
problem was supply?

The real issue was lack
of stockpiles. Supply varies
both randomly and over the
year, and power plants are
meant to maintain a local
stockpile. Coal India limited
(fuel supply contracts vary by
each quarter of the calendar
year, with the rainy season
(third quarter)only getting
22 per cent of the Annual
contracted Quality (ACQ).
Before and after this, each
quarter gets 25 per cent but
the January March quarter
is meant to be given 28 per
cent partly in anticipation
of the upcoming summer
demand. Power plants fail to
draw this share, for a variety
ofreasons.

During Covid-19, coal
was the swing producer, and
lower power demand was
borne almost entirely by
lower coal power generation.
This led to “record stock-
piles” p, newspaper reports,
to the extent that by April,
there were stories expressing
concern whether this would
put a dent in plans for coal
block auctions and even the
need for private sector coal
mining. What these reports
fail to mention was that while
total stockpiles may have
been very high, most of this
was the miner, Coal India Ltd
(CIL). Stockpiles at power
plants fell over FY21 by
half, to about 30 MT.

Even though this fall
meant power plants allowed
their stockpiles to fall below
theirrecommended levels. No
one worried as things stayed
stable for some months. The
real problem wasn’t pub-
licised till the end of Sep-
tember, when we stood at an
average of four days supply,
and alarm bells ensued.

We panicked when coal

stocks at power plants fell
from 7 days to four days
from the end of August to
the end of September.

But no one did enough
when in the prior months
stocks fell by double, from
13 days to 7 days.

Plants weren’t buying
enough coal because ofmany
complex reasons. They were
cash strapped. The chain is
weak as consumers delay
payments to discoms who
delay payments to power
plants, with high uncertainty
over demand, itbecame tem-
porarily wise to use onsite
stockpiles FYI. The narra-
tive was one of surplus, not
just coal but power of plant
capacity, and an individual
plant always believed that as
a nation, someone else will
always fill in. states were
anyway wary of stocking
coal at expensive plants that
rarely made it into merit
order of .dispatch, more so
in conditions of uncertainty.
But many individuals think-
ing on the same lines lead
to aggregated problems.
If google maps offers us
alternative side roads as it’s
empty but everyone sees

that, it won’t remain empty
for long.

Power plants changed
gear and started asking for
more coal precisely at atime
when CIL was struggling to
increase output. The exten-
sion was severe and many
piles were flooded, Stock-
piles are meant to handle
such swings, but we didn’t
have enough- A small sav-
ing grace has been Indian
railways, the main means
of long-distance transport.
Because passenger traffic
is down, coal delivery cur-
rently takes half the time
it normally did in the past
.That still doesn’t make
increasing delivery easy.
Coal is a lumpy commodify,
and not very liquid. A single
large power plant might
require two full train loads
of coal every day .We just
can’t increase delivery by
10 per cent- we have to add
a full rake.

In the future process |
will discuss what this means
going forward, and what we
need to do to make sure this
doesn’t happen again. But
oneurgent issue I will flagis '
that we don’t have a proper
system to get consumers to
reduce their demand, which
can be done much faster than
supply can increase. Volun-
tary reductions might go a
long way toward helping to
reduce or even avoid crises.
These include steps such as
aggressive control, lower-
ing thermostats and colder/
shorter bathing, leave alone
actions by bulk consumers.
Let's not underestimate the
potential of this - we saw
huge reductions during the
“nine minutes lights out”
event last April.

If we voluntarily don’t
do something about it, the
alternative is a return to
involuntary load control, or
load shedding, that’s already
started in pockets. With
coordination we can lower
demand at the peak, which
will help even more. No one
knows, and it doesn’t substi-
tute for more coal delivery,
but we should certainly try.
(IPA Service)
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“A good sacrifice is one that is not
necessarily sound but leaves your opponent

dazed and confused.n
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Sweeper’s Lane Imbroglio

AT the heart of the Sweeper’s Lane mess is the
long-standing aberration of Meghalaya not hav-
ing an elected Municipal Board. Nowhere is a
Municipal Board run by the government officials
at the helm. The Municipal Board is the best ex-
ample of local governance as it addresses issues
ofsanitation, waste management, electricity, water
supply and in some cases even primary health and
education. An elected Municipal Board would,
unlike the Dorbar Shnong, have legitimate funds
at its disposal for carrying out civic governance.
Election of ward commissioners to the Shillong
Municipality happened inthe 1960s before Megha-
laya became a state in 1972. The main contention
against elections to the Municipal Boards is that
the powers ofthe traditional institutions would be
diluted. Attempts to hold elections to the Shillong
and other Municipal Boards have repeatedly met
with stiff opposition from the bearers o f tradition.
The question is how long can traditional modes
o fgovernance serve the interests ofcitizens in the
21st century when the very idea of waste man-
agement itself has exceeded the competence and
capacity oftraditional institutions to manage.

Ifthe purpose is to conserve the traditional insti-
tutions like museum pieces that have outlived their
utility and are mere showpieces, then they should
not obstruct the wheels of governance which re-
guire modem administration and competence. The
reasonwhy Meghalayahas an intractable problem
inthe form o fthe Sweeper’s Lane/Harijan Colony/
Them Metor is because since Meghalayawas bom
no one really cared to do an audit ofwhat is hap-
pening inthe place. The SMB which is runby civil
servants has left the matter unaddressed because
they know it is like disturbing ahornet’s nest. The
British Government had leased that area from the
Syiem of Mylliem for the purpose of accommo-
ddting the Municipal workers then - the Mazhabi
Sikhs. At the time they could not have been more
than ascore o fworkers. Today the Sweeper’s Lane
houseshundreds o ffamilies, many o fthemnotem-
ployed by the Shillong Municipal Board (SMB).
They include the children and grandchildren of
the first settlers who are now working elsewhere
but choose to settle in the same place which they
have inherited from their parents/grandparents. If
there was proper supervision and accountability
by a vigilant and elected Municipal Board the
problem would not have festered as it has today.
An alternative space for these Municipal workers
should have been identified at least four decades
ago when the congestion had started showing.

Now when business honchos envision a com-
mercial hub in the place and want the sweepers
removed, the issue has turned political with the
Sikhs flexing their national and international clout
to insist that they remain at the same place despite
its decrepit condition. 1fthe Government has cre-
ated the infrastructure to relocate the Municipal
workers and their families then there is no reason
why they should resist that move.
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Back to the
dark ages

Editor,

Hundreds ofpeople with-
out masks would gather
inside a house in Ri Bhoi
district every day to hear
from a controversial pastor
who has spoken out against
face masks during the coro-
navirus pandemic. Those in
attendance were not wearing
masks or maintaining social
distancing, as required by the
state’s Covid mandate. Pas-
tor Suting from the Church
Of God has amassed a huge
amount of followers for
his unrepentant defiance of
government mandates as the
coronavirus spreads across
this state.

There is a faction in this
state who have taken delight
in pushing false narratives
with all kinds of issues in
our society. The one that
are most detrimental centre
around COVID 19. Doctors
have presented the public
with plain information that

is understandable regard-
ing risk factors and mitiga-
tion measures. The facts are
clear: vaccines and masks
save lives. Every legitimate
study on these issues has
shown this to be true. But
instead of accepting the
science, too many have be-
lieved fringe persons, includ-
ing the infamous pastor, and
taken up the cause ofbizarre
medications and anti-mask
fervour.

The idea that wearing a
mask is a form of control
is ludicrous. Masks help
prevent die spread ofgerms.
This has been known for
at least a century. Your in-
dividual right to not wear
a mask does not override
the rights of others to stay
disease free in a pandemic.
The public good is greater
than your right to be a non-
comformist. Mask wearing is
not always comfortable, but
when it saves lives, | will do
it gladly.

By saying that your re-
ligious freedom is being
infringed upon raises the

Of Peace and Rest

D Kitbok Ryntathiang

It was the 10th April
1970, when news flashed
from Delhiwhere the leaders
ofthe All Party Hill Leaders
Conference, were gathered
to lobby for granting of the
Statehood to the hill regions
ofnortheastern India. It must
be remembered that that Hill
leader’s conference has been
reduced to only leaders from
Garo Hills under the leader-
ship of Captain Williamson
Sangma, leaders from United
Khasi & Jaintia Hills, com-
prised BB Lyngdoh, Prof G
G Swell, SDD Nichols Roy,
Hoover Hynniewta, Ripple
Kyndiah, Hopingstone Lyn-
gdoh and others from the
Khasi side, Kistobin Rym-
bai, Edwin Bareh, Johndeng
Pohrmen and others from the
Jaintia side and it should not
be forgotten that then Mikir
Hills now Karbi Anglong
under the leadership of C
S Teron were sitting on the
fence as members of the All
party Hill Leader’s Confer-
ence. Nagas had all moved
away from the idea of a Hill,
State as early as 1955-1956
while Mizos moved away
from the idea by 1964.

It would not be out of
place to mention that the idea
was to begin with a thought
of all the hills united in the
movement for that peace
and rest when freedom from
colonization did not bring
that dream. It was the act
of enforcing Hindi as the
main language which caused
regional languages to raise
their hood of regionalism by
imposing their majority lan-
guage as the official language
ofthe province and in case of
the hills it would mean As-
samese. The Nagas believed
they do not belong to India
under the leadership of A Z
Phizo who was a residentof
Shillong, in Jaiaw Laitdom
where his family continued
to live there till the 1970s,
with his wife, the daughter
and two sons being the oc-
cupants ofa house across the
present Pearly Dew School.
The Mizos followed .suit in
1964 under the leadership of
Laldenga. What a loss to the
cause of a Hill State! The
south, particularly then Ma-
dras blacked out Hindi.

Freedom from the British
did not bring peace and rest
and now this brought about
the idea of “No Hill State
No Rest!” It was the death
of a dream twice over with
leaders of each hill district
choosing their narrow vision
and self-aggrandizement at
the expense ofahigher cause.
The proclamation ofApril 10
1970resulted in aeuphoriain
Shillong and Tura the then
major towns ofthe truncated
Hill State. What followed was
the unbelievable .excitement
ofpeople leaving Shillong to
go down to Bymihat to pick
up their new-found heroes,
so much so that Shillong
town becoming almost a
ghost town. There were no
more motor vehicles left in
the town and only children
and older people waiting at
home tojoin in the euphoria.
What happened that day in

question as to what is your
religion? “The Holy Church
oflwantto get COVID?” I f
your religion tells you not
to wear masks and not get
vaccines thenwhy do you go
to the hospital when you get
COVID and can’t breathe?
Go on, live out your so-
called religious freedom
and become a martyr for the
cause. There are sick people
without COVID who can’t
get hospital beds because
COVID deniers are filling
them.

The fundamental right
guaranteed by Article 25-28
of the Constitution of India
gives you the freedom to
worship as you see fit. But it
also forbids the recognition
of any particular religion as
a state religion. People in
contemporary society con-
fuse the lack of a recognition
oftheir beliefs as the official
belief structure of the coun-
try as being discriminated
against.

| request the concerned
authorities to take legal ac-
tion against the church and

Bymihat, Nongpoh and other
villages is a story for another
day. That all happens without
the present social media but
suffice to say it is an anteced-
entto a consequent.

For any peace to happen,
economic growth is impor-
tant. Daron Acemoglu and
James A Robinson, in their
well-researched book, ‘Why
Nations Fail.” a research
spanning over hundreds of
years, wrote, and | quote
maybe extensively so we
can understand context, “All
economic institution's are
created by society. Those of
North Korea, for example,
were forced on its citizens
by the communists who took
overthe country in the 1940s,
while those ofcolonial Latin

Coming back to our de-
sire for prosperity resulting
in peace, it was like chasing
a mirage that disappears all
the time. The ‘No hill State,
No Rest’became an illusion,
as the society found no rest in
the absence of peace. There
is no doubt that money wise,
there is great improvement
and people are seeing more
money in then hands than
in 1970s, but is it possible
that the State lives on a false
economy? The economy of
the State is driven more be-
cause ofthe Governmentand
not that the state has become
richer because of the com-
munity. Take away the Gov-
ernment funding, you may as
well see the collapse of the
whole system like nine pins.

“Youngpeople are either restless or weary
ofthe game andjoin the club, while
the unemployedyouth whofeel lost in
thejungle of winner takes it all, take up
arms to loot. Some get lost in substance abuse
that cause their early death resulting in no rest
forfamilies who have to weep and cry
in the stillness ofthe night areprime
examples ofthat deprivation. ”

Americawere imposed by the
Spanish conquistadors. South
Koreaended up with very dif-
ferent economic institutions
than the north because dif-
ferent people with different
interest and objectives made
the decisions about how to
structure society. In other
words, South Korea had dif-
ferent politics.”

Politics is the process
by which a society chooses
the rules that will govern
it. Governance determines
the prosperity of a nation or
the poverty thereof. Prosper-
ity brings peace if governed
right but what we see in the
world, say USA, today there
is no peace no matter how
prosperous they are, because
governance is ti&Sc: THis is
onthe macro side butcoming
to bur contextwhich is micro,
governance is governed by an
uninformed populace albeit
they may have schooling or
college education that has
no bearing with enlightening
the choices they can have or
the type of governance they
can choose. Acemeglu and
Robinson also state, “Politics
surrounds institutions for
the simple reason that while
inclusive institutions may
be good for the economic
prosperity of a nation, some
people or groups, such as the
elite of the communist party
of North Korea, or the sugar
planters of colonial Barba-
dos, will be much better off
by setting up institutions that
are extractive. When there
is conflict over institutions,
what happen depends on
which people or group wins
out in the game of politics—
who can get more support,
obtain additional resources,
and form more effective al-
liances. In short, who wins
depends on the distribution of
political power in society.”

the pastor for violating Arti-
cle-21 (Not wearing masks
and endangering others is
harming the fundamental
right to life) and for not
complying with the State’s
Covid mandates.

Yours etc;
Josh Nicholls Kharsyntiew
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Global hunger
. Index

Editor,

The latest Global Hunger
Index indicates that ifurgent
measures are not taken, the
goal set by the UNO in 2015
to end world hunger by 2030
may become an unattainable
target. It has been reported
that India has slipped to
101st position on the index
of 116 countries and is be-
hind Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Nepal. In 2020, India
had ranked 94 out of 107
countries.

Weak economy in the
wake of the pandemic, cli-
mate change , conflicts and

In the government economy,
only a few are the beneficia-
ries even in the best of times
but more than likely that ex-
tractive institutions created,
an unholy nexus lurking in
the shadows and like a leech
drains out the blood from
the sapiens it sucks, causing
the same to collapse and die,
while the leech grows and
multiplies.

Young people are either
restless or weary ofthe game
and join the club, while the
unemployed youth who feel
lost in the jungle of ‘winner
takes it all,” take up arms to
loot. Some get lost in sub-
stance abuse that cause their
early death resulting in no
rest for families who have
to weep and cry in the still-
ness of the night are prime
examples ofthat deprivation.
It would have seemed that
peace and rest should be the
fundamentals ofevery citizen
irrespective of caste, creed
or religion but lo and behold
class consciousness was cre-
ated by having the ‘them
and us,” where the haves
and have-nots come to the
fore. The issue of tribal and
non-tribal appears where the
haves tell the have nots, “I
have butyou have not.”

A State was created for
the welfare of all those who
live in it but the fact is that
those who have lived in the
state for generations have
even losttheirrights to liveli-
hood. Thus, extractive insti-
tutions were created for the
few only. This is not trying
to absolve the non-tribal of
responsibility* where their
lumpen elements, before
any sort of caste violence
appeared, on a beautifid eve-
ning of the 60’s stabbed to
death an innocent young
man who was on his way
home from All India Radio,

-wars have contributed to rise
in global hunger. This report
comes close on the heels of
the UN data showing that the
number of undernourished
people last year increased
from 320 million to 2.4
billion-equal to a third ofthe
world population. Factors
such as diet quality, stunted
growth among children and
child mortality reflect the
impact ofhunger onpeople’s
health. It mustbe understood
that 50 countries around the
world are in an alarming
situation.

It is a fact that frequent
and intense weather condi-
tions increase food insecu-
rity. Some regions of the
world experience higher
levels of hunger because of
lack of preparedness for cli-
mate change. Dependence on
a single type of crop makes
people vulnerable to climate
change. Reliance on specific
types of crops and loss of
biodiversity make matters
worse. As climate justice is
not dealt with, countries with

after delivering dinner to his
mother who was on late duty
that day. He was an innocent
victim, not a violent person,
still in high school, but be-
came an innocent gun powder
thattriggered the great divide,
the death knell to a peaceful
co-existence.

As a result of the proc-
lamation, jockeying for the
juiciest chairbegan in earnest.
Suffice to say that Captain
Sangmawas die clear winner
as he was the only leader with
aclear following to command
respect and qualified to take
the lead role. The others were
too many of them to have
a clear lead. In the process,
Mikir Hills was forgotten,
and Assam Government took
CS Teron under its wings and
nurtured him. This required
for areferendum ofthe Mikir
people to decide whether
they would choose to be a
Hill State or go with Assam.
Both ProfG G Swelland B B
Lyngdoh along with the oth-
ers got busy looking inwards
and missed the forest for the
trees, resulting in the loss of
Mikir Hills as the part of the
Hill State as the referendum
said they wanted to stay with
Assam. C S Teron played
his card very well, being
the only leader of the Mikir
people. The result is loss of
the larger Khasi tribe as the
Khasis knew them as “Bhoi
Mikir” part of a larger Khasi
Tribe and the granary of the
nation. A division was made
between the Khasis who were
largely Christians while the
Mikirs were largely animist.
The failure of Christianity in
perspective was because of
Calvinism that believes in
pre-destination, thus, plac-
ing them outside of Chris-
tian salvation. A big failure
of the church and the State
lost a people and their land
which could have added to
the wealth of the State; the
well-being of their people.
While Hinduism went on to
embrace them under its fold
the Khasi lost their place in
thehorizonto become leaders
due to a narrow vision.

We have the border prob-
lem, because leaders were
too busy jockeying for posi-
tion to have time to think of
looking at their own house
where termites have started
to penetrate.

In conclusion to this epi-
sode, peace loving people
were forced to become fero-
cious. Malcolm Gladwell in
his Essay, ‘Trouble Makers’
wrote, ‘Because we don’t
know which dog will bite
someone, or who will have a
heart attack or which drivers
will get in an accident, we
can make predictions only
by generalizing. As die legal
scholar Fredrick Schauer
observed, “Painting with a
broad brush”, is “an often
inevitable and frequently
desirable dimension of our
decision -making lives”

(The writer does not
claim expertise or scholarly
achievement, but only as an
informedreaderwithan inter-
estinformingpublic opinion
and he can be reached at
kitbok@hushmail.com)

less carbon emissions face
the consequences of climate
change. With regard to the
impact of the pandemic on
people, it is estimated that
the number of undernour-
ished people will rise by
30 million by 2030 and
2.6 million children could
suffer from stunted growth
between 2020 and 2022
in low and middle income
countries. Further, conflicts
and wars have contributed
to high levels of hunger in
several countries.

People have arightto ac-
cess adequate and nutritious
food. Rise in hunger levels of
millions of people indicates
that their human rights are
violated.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Hunger is only
one sign of
India falling

By Jagdish Rattanani

The government is un-
derstandably upset with
India’s poor standing in the
2021 Global Hunger Index’
and has begun an exercise
to discredit the report and
its findings. The official
story that India is shining
doesn’t fit the ugly fact that
people have been severely
hit by Covid-19 and related
restrictions in India, which
is also the nation with the
highest child-wasting (low
weight for height, reflect-
ing undernourishment) rate
worldwide, to quote the 60-
page, peer-reviewed report.
The report produced by
Deutsche Welthungerhilfe
e. V., Germany and Concern
Worldwide, Ireland, (both
noted aid organisations in
their respective countries),
places India’s global hunger
index rank in the world at
101, closer to the bottom
of the heap of 116 nations
ranked, and well behind Pak-
istan at rank 92, Bangladesh
atrank 76, and Myanmar at
rank 71.

In the divisive political
climate of India, the issue is
already relegated to politi-
cal football status, and will
soon be forgotten. It will be
buried by an official propa-
ganda machine that knows
how to digress and divert
attention, and an opposi-
tion that will want to score
points. Both do disservice
to the condition ofthe poor,
particularly children of In-
dia, where admittedly and on
official count, malnutrition
is a contributory factor in
50% of child deaths across
the nation.

These are complex and
interconnected causes that
won’t go away in a hurry
though they can get worse
very soon. Yet, the numbers
on the hunger index tell die
story of India that is right
now so caught up in the
glorification and celebra-
tion of its imagined stardom
that there is not much time
to look to the fires that are
burning in our backyard.

The report also serves to
highlight a longer-running
theme of two nations that
don’t have much to do with
each other, presented often
as Bharat versus India. This
is the divide between the
rural and the urban, or the
gap between the farmers,
blue-collar and the white-
collar workers. In the past,
this divide exerted its pres-
sures and forced a hearing.
Itturned politics and policy,
albeit in a slow process that
was at times frustrating for
those laying claims to the
power and privilege enjoyed
by the other. Butprotest car-
ried weight; it had political
capital and it was recognised
as a legitimate demand. The
labour unions had a voice.
The farmers could gather
and the government had
better listen.

This is different from
where we have landed today.
The two Indias’ have gotten
further apart.

The farmers of India
are on a massive protest
for a year and there is a
disdain and wholesale dis-
missal oftheir voice against
laissez-faire laws that mark
fundamental changes in the
way they will live and work
hereon. India is weakened
by this non-hearing given to
fanners who have struggled
to be heard. Similarly, In-
dia’s child mortality rate
is the non-hearing of the
voices and cries of children
and mothers and families
who have beefl unable to
similarly ask for their basic
rights. It is true that this is
not a new problem but the
previous governments at
least exerted, even if half-
heartedly, to address these
concerns. Now, we have the
face turned away. It is as
if it does not matter in the
light of a brute Parliamen-
tary majority. It is “them”
versus “us”.

Thus, the divides ofyes-
terday have widened today
along with the further burden
of an ugly and sinister care-
a-damn signature from an

Indiathat is racing to the top
ofthe world order, as we are
led to believe. This divide
mirrors across many spheres
- the way labour migrants
were stranded and treated
versus industry captains
demanding later that they
be forced to return and that
labour rights be curtailed;
the way ordinary citizens
struggled for oxygfen at the
height of the pandemic ver-
sus the way doctors fleeced
and charged and made mon-
ey; the way a fancy capital is
being built versus the way
infrastructure for ordinary
citizens is crumbling; the
way hotels are busy and
airports are crowded versus
the non-discourse onjobs for
our youth who graduate ev-
ery year and struggle to find
work; the way more than
100 people die every day of
snakebite versus the way we
have advanced health care in
some of our best hospitals;
the way undertrials lan-
guish injail and Father Stan
Swiny died in custody ver-
sus the way the former police
commissioner of Mumbai
Param Bir Singh has gone
missing and the police he led
once now hunts for him; the
way a bullet train will one
day run while several cur-
rent railway stations remain
in disrepair.

In this kind of a line
up, the hunger index is but
one more indicator of how
India is slipping even as the
noise of India on the march
is made to grow and over-
whelm all other voices.

For the first time also,
we appear to have a govern-
mentthatworks with a sense
of certitude - it has a way
paved not in the need of the
moment, the requirements
of our times or in response
to the pictures of suffering
before us. Itis cutin its own
version of an ideological
frame that is being pushed
in the belief, it appears,
that India’s time has come,
that businesses will lead,
that prosperity will reign
and government can take a
backseat as a private sector
fired by animal instincts and
growth hormones like the
concessions and sops on of-
fer will take us to a GDP-led
nirvana. Thatis oneunderly-
ing narrative of a wild ride
that India is now being taken
on. In its support is an army
of propagandists, who seek
to drown dissent and paint
a diverse, multifaced nation
with one hue of saffron poli-
tics. It diminishes the rich
legacy of Indian traditions.
It builds anger and hate
among the depressed and the
downtrodden. It is not the
picture of India ona path of
sustainable growth.

The narrow ideological
trap takes it as given that
socialism was bad, Nehru
got it wrong, Gandhi was
not particularly noble and
our private sector players
(or a few of them) are wait-
ing to unleash their innate
potential and drive India into
a high orbit. This blind be-
lief is disdainful of history,
devoid of context and fired
by atoxic mix of ignorance
and malice. It drives actions
that cross limits and breeds
a callousness and dishonesty
that wears the false halo ofa
national cause and a higher
national ambition. In these
assumptions, everything gets
justified and promoted and
indeed wears abadge of saf-
fron honour. Any criticism
now comes under fire; any
action gets justified.

In the end, only balance
and wisdom can govern a
vast cacophonous democ-
racy like India. The overrid-
ing of legitimate claims and
demands in the name of a
great nation waiting to hap-
pen signals not progress but
regress. We are headed down
and the hunger index report
isjust one more independent
sign ofthis.

(The writer is ajournal-
ist and a'faculty member
at SPJIMR. Views are per-
sonal) (Syndicate: The Bil-
lion Press) (e-mail: editor@
thebillionpress. org)
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“Man must evolvefor all human conflict
a method which rejects revenge, aggression
and retaliation. Thefoundation of
such a method is love. ”

— . Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Failed tit-for-tat policy
SIX Pakistani terrorists were shot down in
Rajouri sector of Jammu and Kashmir after a
week’s efforts by the security forces following
the October 11 attacks in which nine Indian
soldiers were Killed. While this is one side of

the Kashmir story, on the other side is die offen-

sives by terrorists/militants against non-locals
in Kashmir, mainly the migrant workers who
are sitting ducks there. The Pakistani-inspired
idea is to make sure that Kashmir remains in
the hands of Muslims. The Kashmiri Pandits
who returned to J&K are also being targeted.
Put together, a critical situation is at hand in the
Valley. Hints are that the Killed gang ofterrorists
in Rajouri had infiltrated from Pakistan under
ISI tutelage and carried with them sophisticated
guns from the armory left behind by the US in

Afghanistan.

After the abrogation of special status o f J&K
in August 2019, things seemed to be changing
for the better in Kashmir. With the Pakistani
military intelligence unit, the ISI, achieving
its aim in Afghanistan, it could now gain the
confidence to take on India in more aggressive
ways vis-a-vis the Kashmir situation. Al Qaeda
is also being roped in to push the cause of Kash-
miris in the Valley. Both Al Qaeda and ISI are
working also to extend their devilish reach to
other states like Assam to take up the cause of
the Bangladeshi migrants there. Having gained
the upper hand in Kashmir since late 2019, the
Indian government can ill afford to let things

drift there.

As amatter ofstate policy, India is always on
the defensive when it comes to dealing with its
neighbours. Despite India’s stronger might, its
leadership allows Pakistan to rub it the wrong
way. This was so constantly during the term
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi via LoC fir-
ings and infiltration of terrorists, who are said

to be none other than trained Pakistani army

soldiers. While Pakistan is waging a proxy war
for so long, what India did by way ofits defence
were minor “offensives” like the surgical strike
or raining of a few bombs on “pine trees” in
Balakot. Fact is, India meant much less than a
tit-for-tat after Uri or Pulwama. This is being
interpreted by Pakistan as a sign o f India’s weak
positioning. The time for even atit-for-tat is long
over. New Delhi must,do well to understand
this. In the present phase after the unfolding
of new events in Afghanistan, the scenario is
tailor-made for misery unless Delhi acts in a

decisive manner.
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Wanted a
fair deal

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily 1 would like to inform
you that result forthe depart-
mental promotion of fire &
Emergency Service, Megha-
laya of different post was
kept in abeyance till pres-
ently for reason best known
to the Department but as per
information from sources the
promotional result for the
post of Sub Station officer
fromthe post ofLeading Fire
man was withheld due to the
complaint filed by the se-
nior Leading Fireman to the
Director General of Police,
Meghalaya because most of
the post of the Sub officers
was allotted to the Junior
cadres. Secondly, the matter
was lying in the High Court
of Meghalaya for whatever
reason. This led to delay in
filling up the vacancies in

various post in most of the
Fire stations in the state and
this ultimately hampers the
smooth functioning of the
Department and for your
kind information the Depart-
ment already has shortage of
man power.

The departmental promo-
tion of Fire & Emergency
Service in the past few years
(span of 10-15 years back)
has been in controversies
for quite sometimes in the
matter relating to supersed-
ing of Junior personnel.
This has deeply affected the
morale of the staff. The Se-
niority cum merit and Merit
cum Seniority was changed
from time to time to suit the
interests of the favoured
candidates. This develop-
ment has greatly frustrated
and confused the personnel,
This has consequently af-
fected discipline following
which respect to the seniors
in the Department which is
one ofthe important aspects
in the disciplinary force was

Our political industry
needs change

We have always been
hypocritical about the dearth
of talent in our political sys-
tem and that just seems to
confirm with each electoral
process. A democratic setup
like ours seems to have failed
inproducing competent lead-
ers and instead the abundance
of inept and dishonest politi-
cal leaders is the order ofthe
day. Such leaders exploit
people’s credulity and preju-
dices and always thrive on
emotion-driven discourses.
With every electoral college,
Democracy seems to have
failed to deliver us leaders
of character. In fact, public
distrust of democracy is at its
highest, with so much corrup-
tion at stake. A 27 countries
Pew Survey (April 2019) re-
vealed that a majority (51%)
are dissatisfied with the way
democracy is working. Most
people nowadays find au-
thoritarian figures more trust-
worthy than democratically-
elected politicians, hence, the
rise ofpseudo cult personali-
ties atthe helm ofthe world’s
largest democratic country in
the world. Bottom line, elec-
tions don’t deliver the kind
of political leaders people
want. After ahoneymoon pe-
riod between voters and their
winning candidate, often as
short as a month, he or she
always disappoints. Why?
Is it the fault of the voters,
for expecting too much? Or
don’t they understand what is
going on- how com-
plexthejob ofgov-
erning can be,
how campaign
promises can’t
be kept?

It takes
two hands to
clap; on one
hand the vot-
ers generally
favour policies that
enhance their ownwell-being
with little or no consideration
for the future.geostation or
long-term outcomes. Wetend
to live for the “now” rath-
er than allowing ourselves
just that little discomfort for
a better future ahead. We
would rather sell our souls
for a few hundred rupees than
make our would-be politi-
cians work to earn our votes.
Onthe other hand, politicians
who manage to pander to
these “immediate needs and
desires,” of the voters are
rewarded and because demo-
cratic systems encourage
such short-termism, itwill be
seemingly difficult to solve
the intractable structural
issues that slow down our
economic growth, unless we
choose to overhaul our demo-
cratic process, altogether.
Winston Churchill once said
that: “democracy is the worst
form ofgovernment - except
for all the others that have
been tried.” His cynicism
was perhapsjustified after the
British people voted him out
from his position as Prime
Minister within months of
winning the Second World
War.

There are few obstacles
to good governance that can
be highlighted here. First, we
have too many elections and
such frequent polls taint pol-

. ~<M

compromised.

Therefore | appeal to
the Government to set up
an inquiry against those
who frame the guidelines
regarding the departmental
promotions and due action
should be taken against those
who manipulate the same
because this is a serious mat-
ter which affects the personal
wellbeing, self-esteem and
professional career of an
individual and above all this
development has brought a
bad reputation to the Depart-
ment .

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request
] Via email

Policy for
Govt jobs

Editor,

The mostimportant social
problem facing society and
the state today is not lack of
employmentavenues but lack

By Lawrence Pherliam Sumer

icy-makirig, as politicians are
driven by the rational desire
to win elections, therefore,
opt for quick fixes that will
undermine long term growth.
Secondly, elections have al-
ways involved “money;” in
essence, the need to spend,
apart from the slab as laid
down by the Election Com-
mission. This inturn, encour-
ages politicians to respond

and decide he or she wantsto
contest the elections. Lastly,
and the most dangerous one
is an attempt by all political
parties to turn this profes-
sion into a fully professiona-
lised political class, wherein,
candidates ought to have a
political experience or must
come from a political family
of sorts. Political parties are
exhibiting stunningly little

"Majority ofthe voters cling to their own
beliefs, facts and assumptions and what3
more, in a close knitsociety like ours,
where everyone is a relative ofeveryone,
a voter is compelled to lean towards
a “relative politician” irrespective ofhis
or her credentials. ”

more towards their funders
instead oftheirvoters. Hence,
after the elections are done
and dusted, this shall result

inthe 1% governing the 99%.
Thirdly, the ignorance and
misinformed electorates does
not help the cause. Majority
of the voters cling to their
own beliefs, facts and as-
sumptions and what’s more,
in a close knit society like
ours, where everyone is arel-

ative of

every- one, a
voter is compelled to lean
towards a “Wlati~fe'politi-
cian” irrespective of his or
her credentials. It is sad to
see electorates still buy into
a quote that, “in my advance-
ment will your advancement
be.” Come on, if at the very
start of your innings you are
made to understand about
putting your own priorities’
first before the people, then
We are in for a dark future

outside non-political experi-
ence, thereby churning out a
politics industry.

In order to overcome
some of these obstacles and
keep away incompetent in-
dividuals from choosing this
astheir preferred occupation,
there has to be a way to test
the character of those in the

fray. An entry
into the political arena must
not be easy. Those'who want
to serve must be scrutiftised1
as much by the people oftheir
constituency, as their papers
are being scrutinised by the
district administration while
filing for candidature. The
electorates have the right to
know who amongst their
candidates has the knowledge
and the capability to lead
them forward. The media
here has a big role in bring-

“An entry into thepolitical arena must
not be easy. Those who want to serve
must be scrutinised as much by the
people oftheir constituency, as their
papers are being scrutinised by
the district administration while
filingfor candidature. ”

indeed. What is politics after
all? Isn’t it about servant-
hood? It’s about putting the
cause of the masses first, at
least from where you are
elected before your own.
Fourthly, incompetent
individuals with no politi-
cal gifting enter the fray,
anyways. There are no re-
quirements for running for
office, none at all; anyone
can wake up in the morning

ofemployment generation of
which a substantial chunk
comes from government and
semi-government sectors.
The lack oftransparency and
failing administrative com-
mitmentto redefine what set
ofparameters or benchmarks
define the selection of a
candidate apart from the
regular personal interviews
which in every successful
candidate's mind is mostly a
skewed interview. So, what
benchmarks have those in
the Secretariat thought of
in generating government
employment. My suggestion
is that a dedicated job portal
covering all government
sectors including private sec-
tors would be an innovative
step. The number of private
offices and business houses
here have hardly taken inter-
est in taking locally skilled
youths, however, the greatest
mishap is lack of a clear-cut
employment policy which
is why governance suffers.
Hope things will bring a

ing about a change. Prior to
elections, big media houses,
and their celebrity editors
who have been very articu-
late against corruption, must
initiate debates, notjustmere
debates through newspapers
but more importantly live de-
bates amongst the candidates
concerned. Questions must
be asked aboutthe challenges
oftheirrespective constituen-
cies, besides illiteracy, unem-

positive change ahead.
Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar,
Via email

Step towards
gender quality

Editor,

Apropos ofthe news item
published in Shillong Times
18 October, 2021 in the
front page under the caption
“Three Groups take charge
of Mawlai ‘people’s voice,’
I wish to share my views
here. The three groups have
rightly highlighted the issue
of womens’ participation
in the dorbar shnong. It is
indeed a laudable step that
collective efforts is being
initiated for taking up the
issue of gender equality in
the dorbor shnong. In the
past there were instances
where the affected individu-
als had raised their voices
and sought for legal rem-

ployment indices etc., must be
placed before these would-be
politicians. Further, questions
must be encouraged from the
electorates themselves. Letus
not forget, these debates must
be conducted with the sole
aim to provide information to
the electorates of a particular
constituency and give them
ample opportunity to think
before making that 5- year
investment.

It is important to test the
candidates’ knowledge about
policy matters, as we are all
aware that most ofthe candi-
dates in the fray are not even
aware ofwhat apolicy is. It is
a different matter altogether,
if we can bring these candi-
dates to such platforms, but
what matters is the attempt
from the media to contribute
their bit. As electors, we can-
notbe swayed by assumptions
alone; we need to get a fair
bit of knowledge about those
we wish to choose to be our
representatives and who else
can provide us that window
of opportunity other than
the fourth most important
pillar of society. Secondly,
we need accountability from
these elected representatives.
We cannot expect such initia-
tives from them though, but
here is where the responsible
civil societies can step in. It
is one thing to fight against
government policies but a

better thing to demand

a Performance Report
Card from the elected
representatives. A simple
report card ofhow much
of the MLA/MP Scheme
has been used for

the welfare of the
constituents will

do fora startand

such reports

must be given

front page

] importance fo

everyone to see and
assess for themselves.
Lastly,the Election Com-
mission must do more in
restricting “money power”
which in most cases influ-
ences the outcome of an
election result. The law does
prescribe aboutthe total elec-
tion expenditure but actual
expense by the candidates
at the ground level differs
entirely. Ormust | say, direct-
ing politicians to comply with
such rule of law is easy but
implementing it has always
been a challenge. Yes, lately,
the Commission has played
its part in encouraging eli-
gible voters to vote, but the
same has notreally translated
into numbers. Hence, there
may come a point in time
to make the whole electoral
process amandatory exercise
for every citizen. If we are
allowed to use the Voter ID
as a residential document
proof, then why can't it be
made mandatory for such a
noble purpose forwhich ithas
been issued for? Neverthe-
less, every political mishap
is firstly a result of our inex-
cusable non-participation. If
this political industry needs
change, then such rational
change must come forth, else,
vocalising it is like sitting on
arocking chair, that gives you
something to do, but it gets
you nowhere.

edies. The concerned three
groups shall not only focus
on the rights of the women
to vote in the dorbar shnong,
but at the same time they
should deliberate on allow-
ingwomen to contest for the
office of Rangbah Shnong
where under the changed
circumstances the nomen-
clature of the office could
suitably be changed. This
will ensure a legally enforce-
able right upon our women,
Since the social system needs
to be transformed with the
passage oftime and it needs
to be in conformity with our
constitution and other laws
framed thereunder.
Yours etc.,
Aneeta Synrem
Shillong-1

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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India’s digital services tax
is under global scanner

DST seems to
ignore OECD-led
minimum tax deal

By Nantoo Banerjee

India’s commerce de-
partment seems to be out of
touch with the government’s
intentional tax deals — bi-
lateral or multilateral. In
recent times, India has lost
all tax cases against MNCs
in international courts and
tribunals. It also lost large
undisclosed sums in fighting
these hopeless litigations at
home and abroad for years
through appeals and counter
appeals. Earlier this year, it
suffered a massive face loss
as a small British firm, Cairn
Energy, threatened to seize
Indian government assets
after a $1.2 billion award in
its favour in a long-running
corporate tax case.

The Edinburgh-based
energy firm was awarded
damages by .an international
tribunal in the high-profile
dispute With the Indian gov-
ernment. Cairn started iden-
tifying assets it could seize if
the Indian government does
not comply with the ofder.
India’s retro-tax act had to
be finally deleted. Yet, the
government seems to refuse
to learn. The latest case of
India’s digital services tax
(DST) on foreign companies
in India has already upset
the Bideri administration,
specially after an interna-
tional community of 136
countries, including India,
sighed a ground-breaking
global minimum tax agree-
ment. It now appears that
the government may have
to withdraw DST unless it is
prepared for legal battles in
international courts.
pPnder the global mini-
mum tax agreement, the
participating countries are
required to repeal such ad-

ditional levies such,as DST.

immediately. They are also
requiredto committhat such
taxes will not be levied in
future. The tax deal for the
digital age was initiated by
the Paris-based Organisation
of Economically Devel-
oped Countries (OECD) in
support of a much needed
international tax reform. It
has been stated that between
October 8,2021 and Decem-
ber 31, 2023, or until the
conclusion of multilateral
dialogue on the international
tax system, the participating
countries will not impose
digital tax on any corpora-
tion or enterprise

The OECD will ensure
that multinational enter-
prises (MNEs) are subjected
to aminimum 15 percent tax
rate from 2023. However, a
legal friction between India
and the US seems to have
already begun on the issue
as India says its DST does
not have extra-territorial ap-
plication as it applies only on
the revenue generated from
the country. The US, on the
contrary, strongly feels that
India’s DST is discriminato-
ry having an adverse impact
on American commerce and
is actionable under the trade
act. The US Trade Represen-
tatives (USTR) ftirther stated
thatithad consultations with
the Indian government on
the issue on November 5,
2020. The USTR describes
DST as “an outlier” which
burdens US companies by
subjecting them to double
taxation.

India adopted the op-
erative form of its DST on
March 27, 2020. It imposes
atwopercenttax on revenue
generated from a broad range
of digital services offered in
India, including digital plat-
form services, digital con-
tent sales, digital sales of a
company’s own goods, data-
related services, software-as-
a-service, and several other
categories ofdigital services.
India’s DST applies only to
“non-resident” companies
as of April 1, 2020. The
USTR said that DST, by its
structure and operation, dis-
criminates against US digital
companies. The USTR feels
that DST is unreasonable
as it is inconsistent with
principles of international
taxation, including due to its

applicationto revenue rather
than income, extraterritorial
application, and failure to
provide tax certainty.

The USTR investigation
report determined that three
aspects of India’s DST are
inconsistent with principles
of international taxation.
Stakeholders have foundthe
text ofthe DST unclear and
ambiguous. “This amounts
to a failure to provide tax
certainty, which contravenes
a core principle of interna-
tional taxation,” the USTR
alleged and said “the DST
taxes companies with no
permanent establishment
in India, contravening the

einternational tax principle
that companies should not
be subject to a country’s
corporate tax regime absent
a territorial connection to
that country.” The USTR
report further claims that
DST creates an additional
tax burden for U.S. com-
panies, which could exceed
$30 million per year. A tug
of war between the Indian
government and the USTR
could have been avoided if
the union commerce minis-
try did not insist on DST on
foreign companies operating
in India at a time when the
country was engaged in an
international dialogue onthe
global tax system.

Incidentally, the global
minimum tax agreement
does not seek to eliminate
tax competition. It only puts
multilaterally agreed limita-
tions on it. The agreement
will see countries Collect
around US$150 billion in
new revenues, annually.
According to reports, ‘Pil-
lar One’ will ensure a fairer
distribution of profits. ahcT,
taxing rights among coun-
tries with respect to the
largest and most profitable
multinational enterprises.
It will re-allocate some tax-
ing rights over MNEs from
their home countries to the
markets where they have
business activities and earn
profits, regardless ofwhether
firms have a physical pres-
ence there

Specifically, multina-
tional enterprises with global
sales above EUR 20 billion
and profitability above 10
percent will be covered by
the new rules, with 25 per-
cent of profit above the 10
percent threshold to be real-
located to market jurisdic-
tions. Taxing rights on more
than US$125 billion ofprofit
are expected to be reallo-
cated to marketjurisdictions
each year. ‘Pillar Two’ in-
troduces a global minimum
corporate tax rate at 15 per-
cent. The new minimum tax
rate will apply to companies
with revenue above EUR
750 million and is estimated
to generate around US$150
billion in additional global
tax revenues annually.

Notably, only four coun-
tries absented themselves
from the OECD-led inter-
national tax agreement.
They are: Pakistan, Kenya,
Nigeria and Sri Lanka. It
must be accepted that the
international tax agreement
does not guarantee that en-
terprises will strictly follow
the rules. Tax evasion is a
common concern across
the world. It will continue
to remain so. The US itself
is said to be a major victim
of tax evasion, costing the
country around one-trillion
dollar inrevenue every year.
Traditionally, India’s own
internal tax administration
has been extremely poor.
As of February, 2020, there
were 88,000 appeals pend-
ing before the Income Tax
Appellate Tribunal (ITAT),
said its chairman, Justice PP
Bhatt. Tax evasion litigations
pending before India’s High
Courts are said to be close to
52,000 cases amounting to
US$ 500 billion. DST cases,
if come up against foreign
companies, may have to be
fought in courts both in India
and outside. (IPA Service)
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UP Cong gives 40%b ticket towomen

CONGRESS General Secretary, Priyanka
Gandhi announced on October 19 that 40% of
candidates that the Party would field in the UP
Assembly elections would be women. Most of
these women, Priyanka said are on social media
andwould be able to spread their message to vot-
ers. The announcement has two objectives. First
it is intended to woo women voters in a state
where the Congress has aweak organization on
the ground and where it failed to make a mark in
the last three decades. Whether Priyanka’s gam-
bit pays off is a different matter but she has the
courage ofconviction to challenge the male bas-
tion in a state where patriarchy has dominated
its politics and society and where crime against
women has risen by leaps and bounds. Priyanka
will lose nothing even if the women candidates
don’t win but the Party would have proven to
the world that it believes in women’s political
empowerment. The Congress campaign poster
which reads, “Ladki hoon, lad sakti hoon” (I am
awoman; | can fight) was released after the an-
nouncement. O fthe 14.4 crore eligible voters in
Uttar Pradesh, 6.6 crore are women. This means
that out o fthe 403 assembly seats scheduled for
elections early nextyear, the Congress will give
about 160 tickets to women candidates if it goes
to the polls alone.

For far too long, women have been marginal-
ized in the politics o fthis country. The Women’s
Reservation Bill seeking to give 33% reservation
for women in parliament and state assemblies
moved by the government in 1996 has been
hanging fire for too long with no political party
willing to bite the bullet and vote for it. But for
awhile now the growing political mobilization
ofwomen has been reflected in turnout figures
even ifithas had very little influence on skewed
political representation. In Uttar Pradesh, where
women constitute nearly 46 percent of voters,
the representation of women in the state legis-
lature has improved from over 2 per cent in the
1990sto about 11 per centin2017. As expected,
rival parties have criticized the Congress an-
nouncement with some calling it pure election
drama, considering the Party could not muster
enough support to vote for the Women’s Res-
ervation Bill when it was in the driving seat at
the Centre. Women had performed very well in
the recent UP Panchayat polls, with about 53.7
% of successful candidates being women. Of
the 75 district Panchayat presidents’ posts, 42
are occupied by women against their share of
24 posts as per the one-third reservation norm
for women, while men hold only 33 seats. Pri-
yanka’s gamble could be agame changer for the
Congress Party in UP and in the country.

SOPs violated
in bye-poll

campaign

Editor

Through your esteemed
newspaper | would like to
bring to the kind information
ofthe Districtadministration
in Turathatthe Covid proto-
cols regarding the bye-polls
in Rajabala Constituency are
in total contrastto the SOP’s
highlighted by the Adminis-
tration. Recently, I happened
to witness a public meeting
in Rajabalawhere there were
around 3000-4000 people
gathered in a small field and
no one was even wearing a
mask. People were sitting
and standing in close prox-
imity. As per orders from the
Administration we are told
that for election meetings
a maximum of 500 people
are allowed and for Star
Campaigners 1000 people
with all barricades around
the ground. But in reality
it was like a big mela with
all SOP’s and protocols bla-
tantly violated. All kinds of
vehicles from Pick ups, Au-
tos were alljam-packed with
people with music stereo
system blasting and dancing
happening beyond the per-
missible 7 pm deadline. The
sad part is that, no one from
administration responsible
for checking these guide-
lines were to be seen when
this so-called gathering of
people happened for almost
two hours or so. In short, it
was like aticking time bomb
inwaiting for rapid spread of
Covid. I just hope and pray
that the District Administra-

Sparing the Government;

they have failed to protect
the dignity, life and property
of non-tribals of Meghalaya
and to raise the issue in ap-
propriate forums.

This CPC acts as the
‘oreakdown maintenance
team' rather than 'preventive
maintenance'. While they can
provide first aid box after in-
jury but they cannot prevent
the injury from occurring.
They are well-trained to
maintain and renovate crema-
toriums. This is just a social
welfare organization without
any teeth and Government
knows this well.

When ISKCON is high-
lighting the issue in inter-
national forums with their
strong footage and contact,
this CPC is just trying to
get some mileage out of the
Bangladesh incident - noth-
ing more than that. When
they fail to resolve the local
issues how they are vocal on
what happens in Bangladesh?
I challenge the CPC to do
some real work to safeguard
the Hindu community and
ensure their dignity and self
respect and also real tangible
benefits.

Yours etc.,
Subhasish Guha,
Via email

Climate change
distress

Editor,

Extreme weather events
in this monsoon season cor-
roborate the predictions of
climate science experts. Tor-
rential rain had caused large-
scale destruction in parts
of North India and coastal
parts of Western India. Even
though the southwest mon-

soon is withdrawing-from the
country, unpredictable rain
continues to cause destruc-
tion and disrupt normal life.
Floods in Uttarakhand and
torrential downpour in Kerala
caused widespread destruc-
tion and great loss of lives.
A large number of people
were evacuated from disaster
prone areas in both states. Ur-
gent measures must be taken
to deal with extreme weather
events in these states.

It is a fact that topogra-
phy of hilly regions makes
it vulnerable to landslides.
Unscientific construction
of buildings, deforestation,
quarrying and other land use
adversely affect ecology.
Although expert committees
had warned of the conse-
quences of causing damage to
ecologically sensitive areas,
they were ignored and now
people are paying a heavy
price for it. Infrastructure de-
velopments in the Himalayas
and the Western Ghats must
be carried out only in a sci-
entific and meticulous way.
Notwithstanding the fact that
the Madhav Gadgil commit-
tee had recommended that a
vast stretch ofarea that spans
Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu
must be declared as eco-
logically sensitive zone, and
called for strict changes in
the developmental activities
in these areas, none of the
states agreed with the rec-
ommendations. These states
objected to restrictions on
development activities. The
Kasturi Rangan committee
report substantially diluted
these recommendations and
proposed to reduce the eco-

being shown by a Mamata
Banerjee in riding on the
momentum ofher spectacular
Bengal success by expand-
ing her party’s presence not
just into the neighbouring
north east states but also
into relatively distant Goa?
In this attempted move from
east to west is a clear signal
from a leader who refuses to
be shackled any longer by
a Bengal centric ‘regional
leader’ image. Only weeks
ago, Mamata was breaking
bread with Sonia Gandhi at
an opposition leaders con-
clave. Now, by weaning away
Congress leaders considered
close to the Gandhi family
and threatening to establish
a beach-head in Goa, a state

sensitive zone ofthe Western
Ghats by half.

Global wanning is caus-
ing climate change across
the world. Given that more
extreme weather events are
likely to occur in future,
UTgent measures must be
taken to deal with them.
Long-term measures must
be taken to prevent climate
related disasters. There must
be substantial investment in
disaster management system.
This apart, all development
activities in hilly regions
and ecologically sensitive
areas must be restricted and
regulated.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Schools need
trained physical

Instructors

Editor,

As ateacher | wholeheart-
edly agree with the views
of Dominic S. Wankhar in
his letter captioned, Sports
a neglected field in educa-
tion ( ST October 11, 2021).
The great Greek philosopher
Aristotle said, "Education is
the creation of a sound mind
in a sound body." Many other
great thinkers expressed that
education must cater to the
mental, physical, intellec-
tual, social, economic and
aesthetic development ofthe
students. 'Health Education’,
in Meghalaya, is taught as
a 'theory paper' with other
subjects ofthe syllabus.

I am sorry to say but only

guestioning the Opposition

ample, win Punjab next year,
then he too can look to spread
his net far and wide.

Both Kejriwal and Mamata
have one big advantage over
Rahul Gandhi: not bearing
a famous surname, they can
challenge the Modi ‘chaiwal-
lah to 7 Lok Kalyan Marg’
storyline with the equally
evocative story of their own
ascent. Their success, like
that of Modi, is not based on
political inheritance, which
makes them more attractive to
a new age voter who is look-
ing for inspirational heroes.

Oppositional politics
though doesntjustneed char-
ismatic leaders, it also needs
a compelling narrative of
change. With a Modi-led BJP
firmly occupying an expanded
political space that combines
pro poor welfarist beneficiary
schemes with a Hindu nation-
alist fervour, the opposition
has limited options. Rahul
Gandhi for example seems
to have clearly pitched his
Congress tent with the hard
left ideology flag bearers:
the recent entry of Kanhaiya
Kumar and JigneshMevani is
evidence that the party will
now take its anti corporate,
anti Hindutva, anti Modi
rhetoric a notch higher. By
contrast, both Mamata and
Kejriwal, as more astute prac-
titioners of realpolitik, have
consciously reached out to
Hindu voters without aban-
doning their*secular’ ‘social
justice’ pro-poor plank. The
question is: will these oppo-
sition leaders eventually find
common ground and unite or
will they simply try to knock
each other out first? Any an-
swer to that question throws
up an intriguing range ofpos-
sibilities, one reason why the
state of the opposition will
continue to fascinate in the
months ahead.

Postscript: Since | started
the column by raising the
concern over a media eco
system that rarely raises trou-
bling questions to the party in
power, letme end it with,erne,
suchdisquieting question that
demands a wider debate: can
the Centre be allowed to get
away with a rather brazenly
disingenuous claim that the
PM Cares Fund isnot a Gov-
ernment of India Fund and
hence cannot be subject to a
right to information inquiry?
Maybe, one way to ensure a
more level playing field is to
start asking the discomfiting
questions of the government
thatwe do so routinely ofthe
opposition?

(The writerisseniorjour-
nalist and author. Mail:
rajdeepsardesaiS2@gmail.
com)

a few schools are able to pro-
vide physical training and do
justice to the subject. As Mr.
Wankhar has pointed out the
very fact that there are just 4
physical education trainers in
the entire state against 14,694
schools is itself indicative of
the state ofphysical education
in Meghalaya. Only a few
schools train their pupils by
using other subject-teachers
who have little knowledge in
this field so how muchjustice
can they do to the subject?
Children of Meghalaya have
natural potential in the field
of sports, music and painting
but ironically after achieving
statehood for half a century,
our schools don'thave trained
teachers and facilities in these
subjects. How then canwe ex-
pect ‘all-round development'
of our students?

I humbly appeal to our
government to form a ‘Talent
hunt' committee which will
search and select talented
children from both rural and
urban areas and give them
special training under trained
coaches, so that they can excel
in the field of sports, besides
appointing trained permanent
teachers in the schools. | am
sure if our government takes
the matter seriously, the day
isnottoo farwhen Meghalaya
too will produce sporting
talents like those of Manipur,
Assam and Haryana.

Yours etc.,

Reeta Ghosh, (National
Awardee)

Vice Principal, (Retired)
Laban, Bengalee Boys
HS School

Shillong

New Delhi, Central

Vista and

changing

history

By Rajat Ray

It would not be out of
line to see New Delhi as a
physical representation of
colonial India. The body
of the city was laid out with
the magnificent Viceregal
Palace set in a park on the
hill with two voluminous
secretarial blocks on its im-
mediate flanks. These formed
the monumental ‘Capitol’ or
the ‘head’on the western end
ofalong avenue running like
a spine. Interestingly at the
opposite end of the avenue
onthe eastare an assembly of
smaller palaces of the kings
ofthe Indian princely States,
who were subjugated to the
crown, by battles and trea-
ties. These edifices were ar-
ranged in amulti-layeredring
around a sprawling hexago-
nal lawn in the middle called
the ‘Princes’Park. Eventually
in the centre of that hexagon
a towering statue of King
George V, the father of New
Delhi, was placed within the
cupola already standing tall
in anticipation. This com-
pleted the Princes Park as a
picture of surrender of the
Indian rulers to the King of
England standing at the focal
centre ofavastmonument of
victory.

That widest avenue ofthe
city, a ceremonial showpiece
boulevard with its tree-lined
lawn-scape, acted as the
central axial spine about
which the city was spread out
symmetrically to the North
and the South. This axis
represented power; military
troops paraded up and down
this place and a band would
perform ‘beating the retreat’
in front of the Capitol. Be-
fore the statue was placed in
the Cupola, on this axis was
erectedthe all-IndiaWar Me-
morial Arch. This grand mon-
ument of “remembrance” of
the soldiers killed in the
world war, is now the India
Gate. Farther onthe axis near
the Viceregal lodge stood the
column commemorating the
(Njpon“tiowsjofeGe”rge Ye.IP’
whose name the avenue was
called the Kingsway.

Perpendicular to the King-
sway intersecting it right in
the middle was laid the other
axis called Queensway pre-
sumably honouring Queen
Victoria’s memory. This axis
connected the Connaught
Circus Market in the North,
the functioning symbol of
‘Trade and Commerce’; and
the proposed New Delhi
Cathedral inthe South, sym-
bolising‘Religion’; two arms
ofthe Victorian colonial grip.
Such disposition would not
be accidental but could only
be inspired by the ideology
ofthe Empire.

If this was one monu-
mental representation of
the substance of colonial
India, concurrently there
was yet another, within the
same field and in fact at the
heart ofit. Atthe crossing of
the two axes is ‘Orientalists’
India’ with its four pillars,
Documents and Records,
Scriptures and Knowledge,
Archaeology and History and
Ethnography and Culture,
the lenses through which the
colony was defined, in the
form of the four orientalist
institutions: the Archive, the
Library, the Museum and
the Theatre, the respective
four comers created by the
intersection. With all that
the Kingsway would be the
‘Central Vista’ from the im-
perial perspective.

The original British Par-
liament of India or the Coun-
cil house, now the Sansadb-
hawan, was accommodated
at the foothill of the Capitol
to its left. The new born
colonial legislature was still
under the gaze of the impe-
rial executive. Turning away
from the bi-lateral symmetry
of the master design, it was
placed on another axial line
of vision from the viceroy’s
palace passing through the
centre of Connaught Circus
to reach the Jama Masjid in
the walled city.

The layperson does not
have access to structuralist
readings and may not under-
stand the symbolic meaning
of European neo classical
architecture to denigrate or
appreciate it. The less read
in this area, may however,
experience the grandeur and
relate to the beauty of good
architecture.

After Independence, the
Jawaharlal Nehru-led gov-

eminent did nottamper with
the existing architecture,
Nehru’s vision ofa contem-
porary city, one that united
social classes and accepted
modernity, was Chandigarh.
A symbol of new India, the
Swiss-French architect Le
Corbusier implemented a
modem city in Chandigarh
accordingto Nehru’svision. -
Then again, British architect
Edwin Lutyens’ Delhi for
George V was much akin to
the genre of (Pierre Charles)
L’Enfant’s DC for George
Washington, Speer’s Berlin
for Hitler, or anew Moscow
for Stalin by his architects,

But, the new ‘Central
Vista Redevelopment’, does
not belong to this class. It’s
a quick and cheaper altema-
tive ofmaking anew capital,
Not quite any big Vision, it
is a collection of a number
.of large and small projects.
A new parliament off the
axis, and new Government
office buildings on the axis,
each approximately the same
size of the new parliament
in perimeter, one conven-
tion centre, two new very
large adaptive, reuse proj-
ects, make the new Central
Vista core. From the North
Block and the South Block,
ministers and officers are
released from their huddle
and lined up along the Raj
path in larger new blocks,
making it into amodernised
“Mantri & BabuPath”. This
is celebrating the legacy of
post-independence govem-
mentality and pampering
the bureaucracy in service
of the State. This is ac-
complished by demolishing
those houses of History
and Culture and Records
in the centre, and vestiges
of the 'orientalistproject'are
removed in the process,
This echoes the current re-
gime’s tendency to rewrite
the history of India by shuf-
fling both fact and evidence,
Collections of the museum
tljat would be demolished
will be taken to the vacate#
North and South blocks and
rearranged,

We don’t know the pro-
portion ofthe contributionof
the client and the architects
in determining this configu-
ration. While Lutyens and
company could not stick
to their deadline of four
years that rolled into two
decades,architects in this
case have to meet deadlines,
they have to be champions
of delivery. They are not
George’s Lutyens or Nehru’s
Le Corbusier. They may
not even have been given a
totally free hand, but have
taken up this unprecedented
challenge. While pushing
the latest technology to the
forefront, theyappear to have
intelligently reduced the
daunting task of making de-
signs, working, drawing and
constructionto a reasonably
comfortable level by creat-
ing one clean block that is
repeated twelve times, and
replicating a circle into a tri-
angle by stretching comers.
There goes a victory against
fancy imagination! They
havethereby alsomanagedto
remain within certain vir-
tual boundaries, not crossing
what one kind of keen heri-
tage expert defines as limits,
Further theystruggle for no
ingenuity and waste no time
with determining the appear-
ance of the new buildings
simply by almost exactly
copying the system of the
existing structures; and that
actually excites another kind
of heritage advocate,

Some philosophically-
oriented architects and some
practicing architects have
been fighting losing battles
protesting against Central
Vista and other changes in
historical structures. They
keep borrowing weaponry
from environmentalists and
lawyers, but are not able
to locate or reach specific
targets. So, New Delhi may
give in and go the way the
present government wishes,
Butwill Lutyens’ Delhi, the
Delhi that British architect
Edwin Landseer Lutyens
built, become any other
architects' Delhi?

(RajatRay is aprofessor
at the University School of
Architecture andPlanning,
Indraprastha University,
Delhi) (Syndicate: TheBil-
lion Press) (e-mail:-editor®
thebillionpress.org)
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A billion covid jabs

INDIA ‘celebrated’an “achievement’on Thurs-
day as the nation crossed a milestone with 100
crore vaccinations in an elaborate exercise that
started on January 16 last. A period of des-
peration starting with the onset ofthe Covid-19
spread at the start ofyear 2020 might as well be
over by now —aperception based on the steady
fall in daily infection numbers in state after state.
The fear of athird wave ofthe pandemic lingers,
though all indications are that India has crossed
the critical phase. Chances are that the pent-up
energy ofthe past two years could now result in
a much-needed overdrive for various sectors.

A prerequisite to this is the right policy formu-
lation by the central and state governments. On
its part, the central government has launched the
PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan, based on
an announcement by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on October 13. Cabinet clearance for this
came on Thursday. This would encompass 16

major sectors including the railways,

roads,

ports, shipping, aviation, gas pipeline projects
etc. For the first time, there is the promise of
adoption of a “cohesive approach to a holistic
growth,” rather than various departments work-
ing at cross-purposes and slowing down the
momentum of various projects. This involves
ahuge fund of $1.5 trillion. A sector where the
seven years of the Modi government made no-
table forays was the infra field; and this is the
calling ofthe times apart from strengthening of
the national defence initiatives.

State governments too would require catching
up with the present mood of optimism. Several
states are ruled by the BJP, but hardly any of
these states other than Uttar Pradesh is making
any significant mark. These state leaders fail to
inspire and look up to Delhi and PM Modi for
sustenance. This showed-up in assembly- polls
too, with the BJP losing a big state like Maha-
rashtraand Haryana, and the last assembly polls
in Karnataka too went against the BJP. Sectors
like tourism and hospitality, aviation, road and
rail were all majorly hit during the two years of
the pandemic spread. An uptick in all these sec-
tors is quite likely in view ofthe present overall
optimism about the future. This is not time for
governments to sit back and lick the wounds
left behind by the pandemic, but to unleash the
animal spirit to regional and national econo-
mies. Big-ticket projects that would generate
jobs should be rolled out as in the infra-sector.
A good sign is that the global economy is also
warming up after the two-year-setback.

I Letters to the Lditor

Clarification

Editor,

A letter appeared in The
Shillong Times (ST Oct 19,
2021) under the caption,
"Back to the dark ages”,
whereby the name of Pastor
F. Suting from the Church
of God was reflected in the
said letter. With regard to
this matter, on behalf of the
Church of God (Megha-
laya and Assam) we would
like to clarify that after the
Government had allowed re-
opening of religious places,
the Church has given the
instructions to all the local
Churches falling under the
Assembly of the Church
of God (Meghalaya and
Assam) to strictly follow
the protocols issued by the
Government.

However, as regards the
conduct of Pastor F. Suting
as reflected in the newspaper,
I would like to clarify that he
did itin his personal capacity
in his own house without the
knowledge and consent of
the Authority ofthe Church.
Therefore, the Authority or
the Church or God have no
responsibility or liability for
anything done by him.

Yours etc.,

(Rev. Dr.S.K.Syiemlieh)

Executive Secretary
Pastors' Fellowship

Church of God (M&A)

Overburdened
students

Editor,

With the re-opening of
schools and the final exams
staring at us the ticking time
bomb for completion of syl-
labus starts beeping. Though
many schools have shifted
towards offline classes many
are yet to consider that with
parents contemplating over
sending their gems to school
where they are to fend for
themselves. | have to say that
both have their own merits
depending on one’s situa-
tion but given Meghalaya’s
network issue we definitely
catch sightofthe imbalanced
ratio of students with and
without the proper facilities,
atthis point | have to say it’s
now a game of finding the
rightmobile network/broad-
band/WIFI connection.

Even with the best to
offer, privileged students
ever so often still complain
about their school work.
Same goes for the ones at a
disadvantage. Call itundisci-
plined, undetermined or neg-
ligent, but when homework
starts looking like a 9-5 job
not to mention the overtime
that comes along with it that

Election Is serious business,
not'&'battle of words

Election campaigns in the
three constituencies headed
for bye-elections scheduled
for October 30 next goes
something like this. “This
Party is in power but has
not delivered. We did bet-
ter than them,” and the re-
sponse to that from the other
Party is, “We inherited all
the problems from them
so why should they blame
us?” Should elections be re-
ducedto such infantile blame
games? Should all the grouse
be cumulatively vomited out
during these campaigns?
What about taking up these
issues in the Assembly and
even beyond the Assembly
sessions?.Who stops an MLA
from raising issues on the
slow pace of development
in the Constituencies that
are election-bound? Take
Mawryngkneng constitu-
ency. It has to be one of the
most under-developed con-
stituencies and perhaps one
ofthe largest beginning from
Mawryngkneng, and span-
ning through Sohryngkham,
Mawshbuit, Mawlynrei,
Mawpdang, Mawdiangdiang
right down to Diengpasoh ad-
jacent the Shillong bypass.

The constituency has
decrepit roads which have
remained unrepaired for over
two years, possibly because
it was under an Opposition
MLA up until his demise in
February this year. An MLA’s
task is not easy and allows
no rest. And that task does
not include paying money to
constituents for their hospital
bills, their children’s school
fees etc. The MLA’s primary
function is to ensure that the
Government addresses all the
lacunae that reduce people to
beggars waiting atthe MLA’s
home or office at 7 am in the
morning. Now, who do we
blame for reducing people
to that level of shameless-
ness? The only difference
between beggars that sit and
beg on our streets and those
that go to the MLA’s house
to demand money is that the
first one is not a voter; the
second one is and feels that
he/she has the right to de-
mand money from the MLA
because he/she has voted for
that MLA.

For this very reason, the
MLA is compelled to have a
second job that yields profit
without much investment
and that is a contractor’s
job in the same system that
he/she serves as an MLA/
minister. Yet no one speaks
of conflict of interest here.
How can a PWD Minister
award a contract to his own
firm? Yet this is happening

is inevitable.

Given Meghalaya’s net-
work issue many teachers are
using audios, videos, pdfs
etc., as their main teaching
platforms alongside Google
meets, but in my understand-
ing, the problem arises not
because of the teachers’
methods of taking classes,
but the amount ofhomework
sent by them every day, the
most common being, copy-
ing ofnotes from the phone/
laptop to the notebooks. |
presume teachers do this with
the hope that students would
better understand the chapter
through writing notes. But
the problem is that majority
of students usually either
have music playing in the
background, or are on a call
or conversing with someone
in person as they write. Out
of 100% of the work only
halfofa fraction or even less
is being done sincerely. The
work is done only for the
sake of completing it. When
it comes to studying almost
nothing is accomplished
especially since there always
awaits a 29,000 ft mountain
of incomplete assignments
on the table.

No doubt these are the
duties ofus students but they
need to be in moderation.
There might be a few even
in these times that are able

By Patricia Mukhim

blatantly in Meghalaya and
there is none to call this out.
The Meghalaya Special Aiea
Development Schemetoo has
become like the MLA’s per-
sonal resource to be spentjust
five to six months before the
Assembly elections. There
is no stock-taking by the
respective BDOs. Isn’t there
aclear line between what the
bureaufcracy should be do-
ing and what an MLA does?
Should the BDO of a Block
be subservientto the MLA of
that area and do his bidding?
Butwhat we have seen is that
ifthe BDO does not comply
with an MLAs demands he is
quickly transferred to another
Block or Directorate. Even
Deputy Commissioners have
not been spared from the
shenanigans of the MLAs

of certain constituencies. If
MLAs/ministers interfere
in day to day administra-
tive governance then it is
no wonder why we have the
kind of governance we have
today which is hugely politi-
cised. Constituents that are
unfortunate to have an MLA
that is not in the government
are doomed to live in the
dark ages.

What all the three con-
stituencies going to the polls
this month actually need
are good roads, an efficient
water supply system, stable
electricity, a functioning
garbage management system,
primary health care facilities,
schools within the constitu-
ency that function well and
can be proud of producing
good results and students that
are emotionally, physically
and psychologically sound.
This is what society needs
to heal itself. The younger
generation has unfortunate-
ly seen too many bad role
models among politicians. |
find it difficult to name one
politician in our state who is
agoodrole model intermsof
(a) punctuality (b) being in-
corruptible (c) being respon-
sible for pushing reforms
and legislating policies (d)

to bear this and fulfil their
duties. You have my deep-
est respect and admiration.
But honestly, most students
just can’t keep up with the
pace anymore. It’s going
way beyond our comprehen-
sion, hardly getting anything
done. We often indulge our-
selves in overwork in the
hopes of catching up. But at
times when we do actually
catch up exhaustion kicks in
and the cycle repeats.

Students’ duties are un-
deniably top responsibilities
but what’s most important
is our health be it social,
mental or physical. It should
never be sacrificed for the
sake of numbers on a sheet
of paper.

(I write this from my
point of view as a class 8
student, and | do not mean
to offend any particular in-
dividual or group)

Yours etc.,
llarisaALamin,
Via email

Congress could
retain its two
seats

Editor,

By-elections to Parlia-
ment, especially to the Lok
Sabha, and to the Vidhan

taking active part in the As-
sembly not just to point out
what’s wrong with the ruling
party and government but to
show a better way forward.
The easiest thing to do is to
blame others even if we are
ourselves guilty of the same
errors. This is debilitating
and a waste of the people’s
time especially if it is done
on a public platform during
elections.

And yet it seems as if
it's virtually impossible to
be successful in creating
a political campaign un-
less you spend all your time
and money slating the other
politicians, ratherthan setting
out what YOU are going to
do. Would it not have been
better for everyone if the

parties just focus on their
own policies and spend their
efforts proving to the public
thatthey're worth voting for?
It is political immaturity to
be pointing out at others all
the time. It shows you have
nothing to speak for yourself.
Instead, the unfortunate real-
ity is thatthey're all as bad as
each other and it seems they
are all too immature to focus
en themselves and instead
need to point out everyone
else's flaws. As a result the
voters tod are divided. Even
the supporters of different
candidates get into an acri-
monious debate which spills
over to social media and at
high decibels.

How much better would
itbe ifall the Dorbar Shnong
ofthe constituencies organise
one commonplatform where
candidates will spell out not
just what they would do for
the constituency which is a
hyper-local issue but also
rise above the local to speak
of the state, the region and
the nation because an MLA
is supposed to have enough
awareness about state and
national policies and not be
stunted to think only of the
immediate needs ofthe con-
stituency. MLA candidates

Sabha occur quite often due
to vacancies of seats to be
filled up. This time the Elec-
tion Commission of India
(ECI) took prompt decision
to hold the by-elections to fill
up the vacancies, especially
in Meghalaya. In the past it
took quite along time, some-
times more than one year,
to hold the by-elections and
unfortunately at times not
even before the next election
is due thereby denying some
constituencies the right to
have public representatives.
This must be avoided at all
costs.

This time, in Meghalaya,
the by-elections are meantto
fillup only three vacancies in
Mawryngkneng, Mawphlang
and Rajabala Assembly con-
stituencies. According to
present political indica-
tions, unless otherwise the
winds change directions, by
October 30, the first and the
third might be wrestled by
the Congress candidates and
the second might be pock-
eted by the UDP nominee.
The results might not be of
great significance or bring
about change in the present
political equations but itwill
be an added booster for the
coming Assembly elections
scheduled for early 2023.

Yours etc..
Philip Marwein,
Sr. Journalist,
Via email

have to show the way to the
hoi-polloi by rising above the
mundane and triggering new
thinking. In such debates
people must be allowed to
ask pertinent questions. They
should be efficiently moder-
ated so that such questions do
not degenerate into personal
attacks.

Why most people want
to become MLAs is because
of the power and perks. The
perks include medical fa-
cilities, residence, reimburse-
ment ofelectricity and phone
bills and travelling facilities
and other things as deemed
fitby each state. Most MLAS
don’t get themselves or their
families treated in the state
because they perhaps know
the quality of our health care
facilities. No MLA would
allow his/her family to get
treated at a Primary Health
Centre. That’s why they al-
ways have to be informed
by the constituents about the
poor functioning ofthe PHCs.
Yet they are supposed to be
good for the public.

Can we ask which MLA
among the current set of 57
sends his/her childrento a lo-
cal Governmentaided school?
If there is one we would be
happy to know but I bet there
aren’t. On the contrary once a
person becomes an MLA his/
her status is upgraded and so
too that of the femily. Hence
they don’t access the services
that ordinary citizens have
and don’t know most of the
problems faced by citizens.
They have to be briefed about
these problems. It would be
so good to see an MLA who
faces the day to day problems
that citizens do including not
having access to clean water
or their children attending
a school where teachers are
mostly absent. | would also
like to see an MLA that walks
not just during the election
campaign but on any other
day as ordinary citizens do so
they can see how badly offthe
roads are and perhaps feel the
pressure to pursue the issue
with the PWD Minister.

The problem with our
elected is that the moment
they win elections they are
divorced from life’s reali-
ties and have aspirations for
an expensive lifestyle they
would not otherwise have
been able to afford. Then it
becomes a race for acquisi-
tions - from mansions to
swanky,' expensive cars and
the list goes on. Yet they are
the role models of our times.
We cannot change anything
if we don’t change ourselves
and our voting habits! Pe-
riod...

7
Students
plight

Editor,

With reference to the
subject cited above, | am
writing to you, in order to
raise a voice on the chal-
lenges faced by the students
in the upcoming selection
examination as there was a
delayed announcement of
the academic annual selec-
tion date. Almost all of the
courses are incomplete and
now the teachers have to
rush through them all. As a
student I could nottake in so
many chapters at the same
time. The selection examina-
tion is near but the courses
are still pending. This is
causing a great deal ofprob-
lems for the students. Will
the Government consider the
plight of the large majority
of students or just comply
with the requirements of
completing all examination
formalities?

Let it not be forgotten
that many students are al-
ready left behind due to the
pandemic.

Yours etc.,
A student,
Name withheld on request

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

Milestone that reminds India
the cost of unpreparedness

Make access to
health facilities a
basic human right

By Gyan Pathak

India achieves a mile-
stone by administering 100
crore doses, including both
the first and second doses,
of anti-corona vaccines.
The achievement is cel-
ebrated across the country,
and it was good. However,
it still reminds the cost of
unpreparedness the country
has paid since the first case
of COVID-19 surfaced in
Kerala on January 30,2020,
and may still pay dearly in
future ifpublic health is con-
tinued to be ignored, access
to health facilities are kept
beyond the reach ofcommon
people while hoodwinking
them with schemes like
‘health insurance’ such as
Ayushman Bharat, that has
nothing to do with strength-
ening the health facilities and
infrastructure in the country.
Increasing public investment
in health and making access
to health facilities abasic hu-
man right might be the only
answer to our predicaments
that the present vaccination
drive itselfhas proved.

Around 75 per cent of
the adults have been ad-
ministered the first dose,
but only around 31 per cent
having received both doses,
is still a matter of concern
considering the time India
took to achieve this level
since the launch of the vac-
cination drive on January 16,
2021. It took nine months
and one week to fully vac-
cinate 31 per cent of the

population, chiefly on ac-
count of unpreparedness,
coupled with adhocism in
policy implementation and
the faults therein. It delayed
the process, created vac-
cine hesitancy, hampered
the production and supply
of vaccines, and numerous
other problems which also
included the faulty eligibil-
ity criteria. At this rate of
vaccination, Indiamay need
12-18 months more to fully-
vaccinate all its citizens.
Then there is also a pos-
sibility of booster dose for
those who have been fully
vaccinated.

All these indicate how
much India needs to do,
apart from celebrating the
achievement of this mile-
stone, the big number of
which must not be allowed
to influence our sentiment
to astray from the task ahead
of us. Modi government do
have a political interest in
the high pitched celebrations
to make the people forget
about the lapses and cal-
lousness of his government
when the pandemic struck
the country last year at a
time when the whole health
sector was suffering from
very low budgetary support
ofonly about 1.1 per cent of
the GDP in 2019-20.

Eventhe National Health
Policy 2017 had envisaged
an increase in India’s health
expenditure froml per cent
to 2.5-3 per cent ofthe GDP.
It must be noted that the
COVID-19 crisis has made
the situation worse on the
ground and according to
international estimates In-
dia’s actual requirement
could be anything in the
rage of 9-14 per cent of
GDP depending on different
scenarios. The real cause of
celebration would be ifModi
government could enhance
the budgetary support to
the healthcare to this level
to make the country fully
prepared to face the present
and future health challenges
ofthe country. It should also
notbe out ofplace to remind
the Modi government that
the Union Budget 2021-22
was cleverly made to show
137 per cent increase for
healthcare by an allocation
0f2.23 lakh crore, as against

94.45 thousand crores in the
fiscal 2020-21. However, in
reality, the amount included
the budgets for Jal Jeevan
Mission (Urban), Swachch
Bharat Mission, Clean Air
programme and others:Min-
istry of Health and Family
Welfare got only Rs 73,931
crore as against 69,000 crore
for a year before. An outlay
of Rs 64,160 crore for Aat-
manirbhar Health Yojnawas
to be spentover six year time
frame.

Even the Economic Sur-
vey 2020-21 has mentioned
that 66 per cent ofthe spend-
ing on healthcare is done
by the states, which shows
that Modi government still
needs to increase health
expenditure ofthe centre the
enable the state governments
to meet the present chal-
lenge successfully. How-
ever, we have seen during
the COyiD-19 crisis, how
the centre has been pulling
the legs ofthe states on sev-
eral accounts while shifting
blame on them.

What we need is to im-
prove India’s global ranking
which was 179th out of 189
countries ofthe world in the
priority accorded to health
in its government budgets.
Such a low level of priori-
tization of health in India is
“similar to donor dependent
countries such as Haiti and
Sudan, and well short of its
peers in development,” the
Economic Survey 2020-21

has said.

As for the healthcare ac-
cess, the Economic Survey
2020-21 even mentioned

.India’s 145th rank out of

180 countries, The country
managed itsrank only above
sub-Saharan countries and
few others such asNepal and
Pakistan.

India also needs to sig-
nificantly work towards
improving its Maternal Mor-
tality Ratio (MMR) and
Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)
metrics. The hospitalisation
rates in India are among the
lowest in the world at 3-4
percent while the average
formiddle-income countries
is 8-9 percent and 13-17
percentamongthe 17 OECD
countries. It is still a matter
ofconcernthatthe aggregate
human resource for health
density in India is close to
the lowestpossible threshold
of 23 per 18,000 people, al-
most half of 44.5 to achieve
sustainable development
goal as prescribed by the
WHO. The series of celebra-
tionsplanned and celebrated
included the announcements
made on airplanes, ships,
metros, and railway stations
etc when India achieved its
target of administering 100
crore doses. Modi govern-
ment even announced to go
on mission mode to ensure
cent per cent vaccination. It
would not be a bad thing but
it is only one task out of the
many that has not been even
attended to though those
are immediately required to
secure good health for all the
people of the country.

Our PM has been patting
his back for “India scripts
history” in vaccination, but
we need more than self-
praise. The cost ofachieving
this milestone was too high
due to our unpreparedness
and callousness, in which
India lost more than 4.5
lakhs lives, crores of liveli-
hoods, a reversed economic
development with 7.3 per
cent contraction in GDP in
2020-21, and an uncertain
economic revival. It should
serve as a lesson to the coun-
try in general and our PM
Narendra Modi in particular.
We must build on the basis
of the lessons learnt. (IPA
Service)
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TMC in Meghalaya

THE Trinamool Congress (TMC) is heaving to
become a pan-Indian national Party. It has left
its footprints in the small state of Goa and is
trying to wend its way to other states too using
the poll-winning- strategies of Prashant Kishor
and his team at I-PAC (Indian Political Action
Committee) formed by a bunch of young pro-
fessionals from 11T Kanpur and Bombay and
the National Law Institute University, Bhopal.
I-PAC’s tagline says, “We have established
ourselves as a pioneering platform ofchoice for
professionals to enter the political sphere and
meaningfully contribute to the space. We would
like I-PAC to transform into an institution for
young leaders to partake in grassroots politics
and have a strengthening and positive impact on
the democracy o four nation.” Prashant Kishor is
known as the kingmaker after having catapulted
Narendra Modi to the post of prime minister. He
works with the Congress’s Rahul and Priyanka
Gandhi and with Mamata Baneijee to heighten
their strong points and minimize the weaker
ones. I-PAC believes in ground research and
the I-PAC team sends out its researchers to dif-
ferent states to capture the political sentiments
and nuances of each state; peoples’ responses/
reactions vis-a-vis their government and its
governance model; their political choices etc.
It’s basically feeling the political pulse in each
state and feeding that back to the larger team to
analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each
political party in a particular state. This is as

scientific as it can get.

It’s expected that an I-PAC researcher would
also be traversing the electoral path during the
Meghalaya bye-election; especially since word
had got around that former CLP leader, Mukul
Sangmawas hobnobbing with the TMC bigwigs
and that he could jump ship because the Con-
gress High Command did not have the courtesy
to consult him while appointing the Meghalaya
Pradesh Chief. Mukul Sangma did manage to
create aripple and to generate enough heat and
dust for the Congress High Command to take
notice and work out a rapprochement between
him and the Congress Chief Vincent Pala. For
now, the two Congress leaders seem to have
buried the hatchet so the TMC story goes out of
the window. But the real question is whether the
people ofMeghalaya will accept apolitical party
thatwas birthed in Bengal. As ofnow the TMC
is highly unlikely to find space in Meghalaya,
however hard it may jostle for that space. We
would like I-PAC to transform into an institu-
tion for young leaders to partake in grassroots
politics and have a strengthening and positive
impact on the democracy of our nation.

Li'ttero to tlic Kditoi

All’s not well
with smart

meters

Editor,

Thereportin The Shillong
Times (ST Oct 11, 2021)
"Power minister directs Sat-
nam to stop smart meters
project,” came like a bolt
from the blue, taking into
account the change ofguard
in the Power Department.
It sounded as if the new
minister was from the Op-
position!

Why | am writing this is
because | am unable to un-
derstand where Mr Prestone
Tynsong’s conscience was
during those tumultuous
times when the MePDCL
circles of Shillong and ad-
joining areas and Jowai were
sold to RECPDCL. That fi-
nally snowballed into a crisis
and controversy leading to
the removal of two IAS of-
ficers and leaving matters to
be handled by the then Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary, Ms
Rebecca Suchiang, presently

the Chief Secretary.

Let readers know that
for the manufacturing of
smart meters in our country,
three top world renowned
companies are among the
ten selected. They are (1)
Siemens (2) Schneider (both
of Germany) and (3) Genus
InfraPower Structure (South
India). The Satnam Infra
Global Pvt. Enterprise may
be at the bottom of the list.
There are problems with
acquiring land, even M/s
Satnam is hired.

At the outset let us study
what a smart meter is. The
smart meter will allow the
power company to distrib-
ute power through smart
phones. This energy coming
to our homes or factories
is no longer measured in
kilowatts. It is going to be in
kilo-volt ampere. To the lay
person this means the energy
supplied plus the power loss
incurred during the transmis-
sion. For example, ifyou boil
teausing akilowattheater for
one hour, in our old meter,
be it electric or electronics

Doris Lessing

Are Khasis matriarchal

or matrilineal?

Though it may appear
to be an academic exercise,
the debate as to whether
the Khasis are to be cat-
egorised as matriarchal or
matrilineal is a very crucial
one. Within the core of this
debate is the tussle between
two very distinct ideologies,
matriarchy versus patriarchy.
Communities who may try
to define themselves as be-
ing a matriarchy are labelled
as either being mistaken or
worse as actually just being
a watered-down version of
patriarchy. The Khasi soci-
ety is not immune to such
confusions with many of its
own staunchest defenders

succumbing to the idea that
it’s not a matriarchy but only
a matrilineal society.

Matriarchy is defined as
rule by women that have to
take the form of powerful
queens who, like powerful
male kings, have ultimate
power oflife and death inthe
society. Matrilineal society,
on the other hand, are those
that excepting the lineage,
women are trapped in a patri-
archal setting with men hold-
ing ultimate power. Those
who support the idea that the
Khasis are a matrilineal and
not matriarchal society take
the example ofthe traditional
durbar where women are not
allowed to participate. That
custom is quits! ‘consistent in
many matriarchal communi-
ties like the Minang Kabaw
from Indonesia, the largest
matriarchal community in
the world. On the surface
this may look like a very pa-
triarchal arrangement. What
is forgotten is the fact that
the men who take part in
this gathering represent the
female’s clan. So, although
it’s the men who take part in
the decision making process
they do it on behalf of the
women (mothers) who have
giventhem the responsibility.
In the final analysis nothing
is done without consulta-
tion and agreement from the
female members of the clan.
In Minang Kabaw (through
personal communication)
this still remains very strong.
Among the Khasis it can be
argued that this feature has
declined.

Alook atthe Garo, though,
may give some indication of
what the situation may have
been in the past for their
neighbours, the Khasis. The
A’King Nokma is the cus-
todian of all the clan lands
in the community and is a
woman. Tothe outside world,

your bill will be for 1LKW/hr
and if Rs 4 is per unit, you
need to pay Rs 4. With smart
meters you have to pay Rs.
4.40 paise (more or less). 40
paisa is the loss incurred for
your boiling tea (which we
never had to pay till date)
and the cost of messaging on
your Wi-Fi. Hence for every
unitused, you have to pay 40
paisa. So for one-month you
could calculate how much
that comes to.

In other countries with
adequate power, this meter
may work as the smart meter
needs steady voltage (230
v in European countries),
but in our power-starved
country India where even at
peak time, the voltage is as
low as 160 volts, this smart
meter is going to shoot your
bill to three-fold. Current
consumption increases quite
a lot, compounded with the
efficiency of our electric ap-
pliances (best at 220v in In-
dia). The voltage thus drops
drastically. This isthe reason
why Schneider got a special
prayer for advice from our

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

though, it is the husband who
represents her. When she
divorces the man he loses
the authority and she inherits
the mantle ofthe Nokma. She
remains the Nokma until she
marries again (if she ever
does so0). In time, the title
will passto her daughter who
will do the same. Ultimate
authority, thus, rests with
the woman but is channelled
through her husband. In the
same manner, the men in the
Durbar representthe author-
ity oftheir mothers who will
ratify the final decision. Thus,

though not in form (outward
appearance) but in essence
(internal workings), women’s
participation in decision mak-
ing was ensured. In time this
system has eroded among the
Khasis. Still outward appear-
ance does matter and this is
where it is very important to
understand a crucial feature
of matriarchy. Matriarchy
is not the opposite of patri-
archy.

Gender equality is the
hallmark of matriarchal so-
ciety which is in complete
opposition to the emphasis
of gender domination in pa-
triarchy. As discussed above,
the final refuge of authority
lies with the.female/matri-
arch ButunlikeilipatriatChy
where a similar situation
leads to hoarding of power,
here it is shared. The men are
not side-lined but are given
the opportunity to take partin
political decision making by
acting asthe surrogate forthe
women. In the end the final
decision is but a collective
one. Furthermore, another
instance of gender equity is
when aman gets married to a
woman he does not abandon
his clan. This is in contrast to
patriarchy where women are
alienated from their family
after marriage. He continues
to carry his surname while
the children get the mother’s
surname. The man’s identity/
lineage is not obliterated but
allowed to exist along with
his wife’s. Here again it is
not domination but accom-
modation.

Then there’s the mari-
tal arrangement. Following
matrilocality a man has to
take residence at his wife’s
place. And though a man
may not enjoy the same kind
of influence in the wife’s
house he as the kni (maternal
uncle) wields a lot ofrespon-
sibility in his sister’s house.

Power Departments, includ-
ing from the Union Power
Ministry to please tune their
meters at par with the health
of power in our country.
Whether Schneider could ac-
cede to the requestremains to
be seen. This is the result of
opting for modernization of
the power sector in a power
starved scenario! Its like aim-
ing for the skies.

The message to consum-
ers therefore is that they
need to have smart phones to
be informed of the balance
remaining and date and hour
of the power supply cut. In
Khasi and Jaintia Hills, the
two districts in the pipeline
to be fitted with the smart
meters, the percentage of
consumers with smartphones
and who could afford WiFi is
a mere 7% only. Even these
would face problems of con-
nectivity. And to be informed
of the smart meter bills one
might have to climb trees or
stay uphill.

So, dear readers, the smart
meter would make life prob-
lematic for all. Yes when the

The simple reason for this
arrangement is because his
sister and her children share
the same clan, while his
wife and his children do not.
Among the Pnar, men only
have visitation rights which is
common in other matriarchal
communities like the Mosuo
in China. It is highly prob-
able that being of the same
stock like the Pnar, Khasi (a
common term for Khynriam,
Bhoi, War, Lyngngam, War,
Maram including the Pnars)
must have a similar system.
To those who have got used

to a patriarchal worldview
this may seem to be demean-
ing to the males. In fact, the
lack of respect (1) for the
husband has been cited by
some as the inferior position
ofmen in Khasi society. This
is a paradoxical situation.

Onthe one hand, there are
those who swear that Khasis
are not a matriarchal society
but instead a matrilineal
(which means it’s the men
who hold ultimate power)
society. On the other hand,
there are those who complain
that men have no influence
in the society (women are
dominant). Obviously, both
situations cannot coexist at
the same time. Thismeans ek
ther both are wrong dr at'least
one is wrong. In reality, both
are wrong! As mentioned
above, aman’sposition asthe
kni holds great importance.
A husband is also a brother
which means lack of influ-
ence at one location (wife’s
home) is compensated by
abundance of it in the other
(sister’shome). But a female
in a patriarchal society has
limited rights at her in-laws
andnone ather parents’place
after marriage.

Apart from gender equity,
the conditionthatthe khatduh
is notthe owner butthe custo-
dian ofthe ancestral property
highlights another important
aspect of matriarchal cul-
tures, custodianship versus
ownership (the role ofkni in
disposal ofancestral property
is againvery importantwhich
shows that all decisions are
collective and mutual). In this
age ofunbridled exploitation
of resources which has led
to rampant environmental
degradation and accelerating
climate change, the value of
thinking notjust for oneself
but for others who may not
even yet bom is the need
of the hour. After all who

new Power Minister talks
tough On Satnam, | could see
NGOs taking credit which is
not right. For many months,
no NGO complained, though
time and again the worry was
expressed in local newspa-
pers. On the contrary, few of-
ficers acquainted with power
scenarios in their countries
of service advertised this
smart meter to the unmindful
people here.

The worst news in the
above news report is the very
wrong certification of readi-
ness of 25,000 smart meters
by Mr SB Umdor and the
Power Department. He ought
to know that out of the 251
million households meant
to be connected by smart
meters, only 1.6 million are
connected. It comes to only
0.6 percent (6 households per
thousand). This news shows
that we have a long, long way
to go until the whole country
is smart metered. And letthe
readers be informed that in
the UK there are many who
refuse being connected to
these smart meters.

but a mother who carries the
unborn child in herwomb un-
derstands the value of future
lives? And since she isthe one
through whom the commu-
nity will continue, a society
based on the value systems
of motherhood: nurturing,
caring, generosity, will give
importance to communal ben-
efit (present and future) over
(short term) private greed.
Matriarchy is not the op-
posite of patriarchy, i.e., it
does not mean domination of
women by the men. Matriar-
chies are, as characterized by
Heidi Goettner-Abendroth,
"non-domination ofwomen
even while they holdfull eco-

nomic and spiritual author-
ity”. It celebrates gender eg-
uity by giving importance to
both genders. Complemented
by the ideas of custodianship
it is what any society which
has aspiration for a more
egalitarian and humane vision
should aim for. Challenges
are notabsent. The imposition
ofan economic system based
on importance of exchange
value, weakening ofthe clan
solidarity and proliferation
of patriarchal practises like
violence against women has
sought to dismantle the tradi-
tional order. Animportant ex-
ample ofthis isthe traditional
durbar which has become a
bastion of exclusive male
power. Women'’s absence is
used as a sign of their be-
ing unfit to rule. Forgotten
is the fact it is supposed
to be a mutual exercise.
Concrete actions like inclu-
sion of women members in
the durbar and ultimately a
woman being chosen as the
Rangbah shnong would be
an important corrective to
bring back the values that
originally underlie the sys-
tem. At the same time, es-
pousal ofmatriarchal values
and opposition to those who
choose to downgrade the
Khasi as beingjust matrilineal
is paramount.

Khasis are a matriarchal
society and the pride at the
genius of our ancestors for
creating this beautiful social
framework must be supported
by the present generation
by defending its values and
making corrections where
required. The world needs
matriarchal values to help
it come out of the morass it
has got itself into. It’s a big
responsibility and as Khasis
we should be proud about it.

Email: bhagtoram.nes-
fas@gmail.com

Our meter readers are go-
ing to lose their jobs but
the rich and powerful never
think of unemployment in
our country although it is a
serious issue. It is no differ-
ent from our Als robbing the
jobs of drivers. In this world
,there are two Als. One with
brains and a heart for human-
ity. The other is of course with
the same brain but no human
heart. And the saddest part
is that the latter dominates
Mother Earth.

Be that as it may we need
to thank Mr Tynsong for giv-
ing us a respite from smart
meters at least for now. And
experience and history tell us
we may not be smart meter
connected.

Yours etc.,
James Kharmih,
Shilling-1

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number ofthe writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

(SEX)

Round The States

By Insaf

J&K strategy
needs rethink

North block should be in a-
bind viz its strategy on Kash-
mir. Civiliankillings, migrant
workers leaving the Val-
ley, an exodus of dozens of
families, including Kashmiri
Pandits who had returned
after getting jobs under the
Special Scheme for Kashmiri
migrants, clearly reveals that
return of normalcy is a far
cry. Shifting migrantworkers
to safe places or providing se-
curity in their areas is not, an
answer. According to reports
there are 3 lakh-odd migrant
workers in the Valley, mostly
engaged by locals in private
construction works, paddy
and apple harvesting. The
nagging fear among workers
ofnow being targeted should
make Raj Bhavan and Home
Ministry rethink on its so-
called development agenda.

With another two non-locals ’

killed on Sunday last, the
tally of civilians killed is 11
this month, ofthe 28 this year
so far. Worse, if these attacks
persist, which weren’t seen
during peak of militancy in
1990-2001, the outside work
force will have no option but
to leave, no matter the prom-
ises of safety being made.
Tweaking of strategy is
critical as security agencies
are gradually realising the
shift in approach by mili-
tants who now target civil-
ians, particularly members
of minority community. It is
realised by the police that the
killings are being carried out
by newly-recruited terrorists
or those about to join the
ranks, using pistols and this
is attributed to “frustration of
terrorist handlers” following

the minister’s son Ashish
Mishra) and a status report
had been filed in a ‘sealed
cover’, didn’t cut much ice
with the bench. It’s concern
was with the FIR regarding
farmers’ death and not the
counter FIR on those who
drove the vehicles which
ploughed into the farmers
were lynched. Besides, it
sought arrangements for
witness protection as some
could be ‘browbeaten.” The
government has a week’s
time to complete the process.
Will it, is anybody’s guess.
Targeting Christians
Hate crimes against
Christians are growing in
21 States, particularly north
India, in past nine months.
A fact-finding report ‘Chris-
tians under attack in India’,
by Association of Protec-
tion of Civil Rights, United
Christian Forum and United
against Hate released on
Thursday last documents
that of 305 incidents of
violence against Christians,
Jharkhand, UP, Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh re-
corded 169, with Karnataka
adding 32. The hate crimes
seem to be increasingly
compounded by rallies/slo-
gans against the community
based on fears or anxiety
over ‘religious conversions’:
October 3, over 200 uniden-
tified persons, belonging
to local right-wing groups,
vandalised a church in Ro-
orkee, Uttarakhand, attacked
those assembled for Sunday
prayers; October 10, UP po-
lice in Mau district arrested
several people following
complaints from a Hindutva
group; earlier this week
in Karnataka Hubali dis-

According to reports there are 3 lakh-
odd migrant workers in the Valley,mostly
engaged by locals inprivate construction

worksaddy and apple harvesting. The
naggingfear among workers ofnow be-
ing targeted should make Raj Bhavan and

Home Ministry rethink on its so-called

development agenda.

a destruction of their sup-
port structures. Majority of
the killings are being carried
out under, banner of “The
Resistance Front, although
the militants involved in the
incidents belong to Hizb and
Lashkar.” The bid to commu-
nalise the Valley is underway,
which needs deft handling,
as the message from the
targeted killing is crystal
clear: Pandits and outsiders
are not welcome and it’s a
fight for the rights of local
residents. What is the way
ahead? Home Minister Amit
Shahhasheld security review
meeting with top RAW, NIA
and Intelligence Bureau of-
ficers; political parties are
demanding restoration of
statehood and an elected gov-
ernmentand LG Manoj Sinha
has stated: We’ll hunt down
terrorists, their sympathisers
and avenge every drop of
innocent civilian’s blood...
We remain committed to
fast-paced development and
will endeavour to build a
prosperous and peaceful UT
of J&K.” Easier said than
done. Action not mere words
is critical.

UP Dragging Its Feet

Will Uttar Pradesh stop
dragging its feet and act? Or
will Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment continue to be tena-
cious? Signs of exasperation
appeared on Wednesday last
with a three-judge bench of
the Supreme Court, seek-
ing details of recording of
witnesses’ statements in the
dastardly Lakhimpur Khiri
case, in which 8 people died.
Shockingly, of 44 witnesses
only four’s statement had
been recorded so far—over
two weeks since the incident!
Prompting the CJI to observe
it can’tbe an ‘unending story’
andhis colleague saying “We
think you are dragging your
feet. So please dispel that
impression.” Obviously, the
government counsel’s expla-
nation that courts were closed
on account of Dussehra;
there were several video
clips which needed more
asking; everybody was ar-
rested (10 persons including

trict, Bajrang Dal and VHP
members entered a church
singing bhajans; a local BJP
MLADblocked ahighway de-
manding the pastor’s arrest;
August 29, a group of over
100 people allegedly beat up
a 25-year-old pastor at his
house in a remote village in
Chhattisgarh’s Kabirdham
district, etc. Time for North
Block to protect India’s
secularism and notbe like an
ostrich buried with its head
in the sand.
Bollywood Drug Drama
Maharashtra’s Bollywood
gets national attention. With
superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s
son’s Aryan arrested by the
NCB, among 20 others,
though he was not in pos-
session ofany drugs, and his
bail petition turned down by
a Mumbai sessions court on
Wednesday last has raised a
number of questions. More
so as the judge observed
“on the face of it”, Aryan
was indulging in “illicit drug
activities on aregular basis”
and his WhatsApp chats also
showed, prima facie, that
he was in touch with drug
peddlers. But most ques-
tions emanate from NCP
leader and Minister Nawab
Malik, who on Thursday de-
manded to know what was
the NCB’s Mumbai region
chief Sameer Wankhede
doing in Dubai and the
Maldives with his family
during the pandemic lock-
down and threatened him
with jail for “concocting
drug cases against Bol-
lywood personalities”. He
claimed on Thursday last:
“It’s very clear all this ‘va-
suli’ (extortion) took place
in Maldives and Dubai. |
am releasing those pho-
tos. What was he doing in
Maldives-Dubai, he must
answer.” While photos are
awaited, the message that
goes out is that attempts
were being made to impli-
cate certain film folks in
fake cases and parade them
before the NCB. The war
between NCP and NCB
is another addition to the
drama, and will be watched
for the climax. —INFA


mailto:fas@gmail.com

THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021

There’saneed for Ghallb’s A climate Change Gallery
at London Science Museum

compassion &plurality

By Vishnu Makhijani

his truly is the outcome of a lifetime of de-

I votion to the work of Mirza Ghalib from the

time Najeeb Jungs mother recited his poetry

to him to the time his daughters helped him with

the translation by finding the closest words to do
justice to the original.

It's ajourney that began when he was four years
old but it was only in mid-2010 that the 70-year-old
Jung, a former Lieutenant Governor of Delhi and
former Vice Chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia,
found the right "Ustad" to guide him through the
translation process. The outcome is “DEEWAAN-
E-GHALIB - Sariir-e-Khaama” (Rekhta Books), a
rendering in English of 235 of Ghalib's poems along
with the originals in the Roman script.

"In these disturbed times, Ghalib's open dis-
course, his compassion and understanding, and his
plurality assume huge importance. He demolishes
routinely held views on man, and his relationship
with God, or the existence of heaven or hell, or
man's allurement for heaven and his fear of hell, sin
and goodness. For him truth was not the monopoly
of any religion or dogma and the path to truth was
open to all. To this end he is critical for our times,"
Jung told IANS in an interview.

"This is precisely why | have done this transla-
tion - a step to bring him closer to those who speak
Urdu/Hindustani but their vocabulary is limited,
or those who know English and wish to read and
understand him. The Roman script needs a bit of
practice to familiarise and make reading easy, and
the translation gives meaning ta the words. i have
not provided a commentary to the translations be-
cause that would make the book too complex and
more of a commentary,” he added. .

It's been quite an inspirational journey and bears
telling in its totality.

"As | recall, | was around 4-years-old when my
late mother (Ammi) made me learn Ghalib. We
also did a bit of Igbal but Ghalib was her passion.
So while my friends in class were reciting English
nursery rhymes, | was spouting Ghalib - not that |
understood the meanings!! | was a popular child in
family gatherings for this. In fact, my mother often
told a story how Maulana Azad, who was a family
friend and we often visited his home at Edward
Road, now renamed the Maulana Azad Road, would
insist bn listening to Ghalib being recited by a 4/5
year-old child,"” Jung said.

As time went by and school (St Coiumba's)
gained importance, Ghalib receded into the back-
ground "but Ammi and | continued reciting once in
a while to each other. | kept reading the Deewan
(in the original) whenever | could, having acquired
many editions and prints over time".

In early 2000, he was at Oxford as a Visiting Fel-
low and had access to some outstanding libraries.

"I thought | had read enough and should try. my
hand at translating the Master for English speak-
ing people or those who understood Urdu but did
not have an adequate vocabulary. It did not take
any time to realise | was not equipped for the
task - neither was my vocabulary so good, nqgr did
I fully comprehend the nuances and depth of his
thought. | needed to read much more, and research
the various "sharas"™ (commentaries) by other well
know thinkers and writers and therefore to find the
right Ustad. The big question was how to get THAT
person,” Jung explained.

As luck would have it, he came to the Jamia
Millia Islamia in August 2009 and here began his
search for the Ustad. His secretary, Zafar Hashmi,
introduced him to Prof Khalid Mahmood who, at
that time, was the Head of the Urdu department.

"Something clicked™ at their first interaction and
Jung knew he had found his teacher.

"Khalid sahib is not just an extremely good hu-
man being, but a profound thinker. He knew Gha-
lib, but above all, was happy to read and re-read
Ghalib, and spend time with me. Let me add, this
was a labour of love by him too - and all the hours
and years we worked together, there was never any
fee paid or even expected. It was a sacred relation-
ship between a master and pupil on a subject they
loved and therefore enjoyed working on together,”
Jung said.

From mid-2010 to the end of 2016, every day
they read Ghalib; re- read Ghalib, discussed the
"ashaar" (nuances of the couplets), looked at com-
mentaries and different interpretations, agreed and
at times disagreed.

"By this time | felt ready to attempt a transla-
tion. The big question before me whether | should
translate the whole Deewan or pick out the popular
ghazals, already well known through films and
popular ghazals sung by the greats like (K.L.)
Saigal, Begum Akhtar, Jagjit Singh etc. and stic”
to translating them. | do not know why | decided
to translate the entire Deewan.

"It has taken me four years to do this. It has been
a back-breaking labour of love, a dream | have lived
with. Sometimes, a couplet would not be difficult
but some would be back-breaking. For instance, 1
spent months agonising over the first couplet in the

Deewan: Naqgsh faryadi hai kiskii s.hakhi-e-tahreer
ka/Kaaghazi haipairahan harpaikar-e-tasweer ka,"
Jung elaborated.

He found it impossible to give true impression
to this. So he would wake up at night and think
over it, think on it during long walks, during long
flights - and never be satisfied.

What eventually emerged was: Against whose
playful writings can an image petition/For made of
paper is the attire of each image.

There were more like this and hours were spent
looking for words that would convey the most ap-
propriate meaning to what Ghalib meant.

"l would seek out my daughters, discuss the cou-
plet and more often than not, they came up with the
right expression,. It is difficult for a family to be
with a husband or parent obsessed with a passion
but play along with him with patience and fortitude.
In fact for the latter half of 2020, we were all to-
gether in New York with everyone contributing to
complete the work. | guess every one of us wished
to complete this work as soon as possible. Ten years
was enough,” Jung said.

He also pointed out that Ghalib is multi-layered
and that different meanings can be derived from
the.same couplet.

"Take the popular couplet: Aah ko chahiye ik
umr asar hone tak/Kaun jiita hai teri zulf ke sar
hone tak. The simplest interpretation is of a lover
moaning how long it would take for his sighs to
take effect and whether he would even live till the
beloved was ready. But could it not be a question
to God that how long would a person wait for his
prayer to be answered, whether he, would not be
dead till the prayer was answered?"

"Ghalib has a strange informal relationship
with God. He is a Muslim believing in Allah and
his Prophet, but rejects dogma and ritualism and
opens a world of modern thought and iconoclasm:
Bandagi mein bhi vo aazada o khudbiin hain ke
hum/Ulte phir aaye dar-e-Kaaba agar vaa na hua
(While being a believer, | am so independent and
proud/ That | would turn back from the Kaaba were
its door not open)

"Or even challenging established Islamic belief:
Hum ko maloom haijannat ki hageeqat lekin/Dil ke
khush rakhne ko Ghalib ye khayaal achha hai (We
know the reality of Paradise but/To keep the heart
happy, Ghalib, this thought is good),"” Jung said.

Has Ghalib received his due in India?

"Well, despite Urdu not being widely read in
India, and most people having inadequate vocabu-
laries, Ghalib's ghazals have been sung manifold by
the best in India. While it is near impossible to sing
a ghazal in Qawali form, even that has happened.
M asterpiece films have been njade commencing
from the 1940s when Saigal sahib played Ghalib,
to Sohrab Modi's successful film in the early 1950s
to the recent TV serial by Gulzar sahib - which will
always remain a pure masterpiece bringing Ghalib
into our homes,"” Jung said. .

In 1969, the government celebrated Ghalib's
death centenary with seminars, discussions and
even a Mushiara at the Red Fort in Delhi. In ad-
dition, the Rekhta Foundation has brought him to
the public and vast numbers of non-Urdu speaking
people attend these recitations, and talks on him
each year.

"So while the poetry may not be understood with
its subtleties and nuances, Ghalib is most certainly
heard, and admired by millions in India - and with
time, his popularity grows,"” Jung concluded.

(IANS)

he Science Museum in

London has announced

a landmark new gallery,

with Adani Green Energy
ited as the title funder, examin-
ing how the world can undergo
the fastest energy transition in
history to curb climate change.
The announcement was made as
delegates arrived for a Global
Investment Summit hosted at the
museum by the Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.

The gallery will explore the
latest climate science and the
energy revolution needed to cut
global dependence on fossil fuels
and achieve the Paris targets to
limit global warming to around
1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels.

Visitors to the new gallery
will see how data visualisations
and future projections are key to
generating knowledge, informing
decisions about how we live and
stimulating creative and innova-
tive solutions.

"Imagining our collective fu-
ture, as this gallery will encour-
age, provides us all with a pow-
erful action programme,” says
Mary Archer, Chair of the Science
Museum Group.

"This gallery will take a truly
global perspective on thfe world's
most urgent challenge. We face
a grave threat, but the future is
not predestined - it is still in our
hands if we can build the coali-
tion required for urgent and far-
reaching action."”

The gallery will highlight
moments from the past when en-
ergy futures were imagined. For
example, it was by imagining a
world powered through electricity
that American inventor Thomas
Edison created the world's first
public.electricity network in
1882.

Mains cables known as Edison
tubes connected the first coal-
fired electricity power station to
nearby homes and businesses in
London. This revolutionary net-
work established how electricity
is supplied today. A rare surviving
Edison tube, on display for the
first time after recently joining
the Science Museum Group Col-
lection, will enable visitors to
marvel at this engineering feat
when the new gallery opens in
2023.

The gallery will draw on the
Science Museum Group Col-
lection and loans, deploying a

Lim-

range of interactive and digital
storytelling techniques to reveal
the latest science as well as ex-
ploring energy revolutions of the
past and future.

Energy Revolution is supported
by Adani Green Energy, the lead-
ing solar power developer which
aims to be the world's largest
renewable power generating com-
pany by 2030, as Title Funder.

"We're hugely grateful to Adani
Green Energy for the significant
financial support they are pro-
viding for this gallery,” Archer
said.

"We are delighted to support
the Energy Revolution gallery,
which will explore how society
can power the future through
low carbon technologies,” said
Gautam Adani, Chairman of the
Adani Green Energy.

"The Renewable.Energy revo-
lution to get to this point has
been remarkable. The limitless
power of the wind and sun is awe
inspiring and our ability to har-
ness that power is finally within
reach. There is so much to learn
from the history of this journey
as the world writes a cleaner
future and who better than the
Science Museum team to depict
this inspiration." As inventors
and engineers sought to establish
future modes of transport over the
past 200 years, electric cars were
imagined many times.

One early example, the Bersey
electric cab, was envisioned as
an improvement to horse-drawn
taxis. Designed by Walter Bersey
and built by the Great Horseless
Carriage Company in 1897, it
could reach 9 mph and cover up
to 30 miles. However, this electric
taxi was an idea ahead of its time,
with breakdowns and" expensive
batteries making its operation
unprofitable. It is only in the
last few years that the dream of
mass-produced electric vehicles
has become a reality.

Our understanding of climate
change is founded on projec-
tions of how Earth's systems

will change in the future. These
projections are made possible
because of long-term global
observations that show how our
planet is already changing. One
fundamental series of observa-
tions was initiated in 1958 by
Charles David Keeling, who
began measuring carbon dioxide
concentrations in the atmosphere.
One of the air-sampling flasks
he used will be on display, in
the new gallery. These measure-
ments continue around the world
and provide crucial information
about the relentless rise of carbon
dioxide in our -atmosphere, so
this flask provides a stark visual
reminder of human influence on
our planet.

Energy Revolution: The Adani
Green Energy Gallery is being
developed around four thematic
sections, each providing a differ-
ent lens on this century's defining
challenge:

Alternative Futures uses ex-
amples from history to scrutinize
the moments When people have
imagined different kinds of en-
ergy futures - often at times of
crisis - and the story of theenergy
shifts that have shaped oiir world.
Past vision”™ of the future remind
us that our current energy system
was not inevitable - and that
many futures were possible.

Future Planet considers pres-
ent day projections of the future,
looking at how climate scientists
use complex climate models to
understand Earth's systems, and
what these tell us about the scale
and nature of future climate im-
pacts.

Future Energy and Power fo-
cuses on the technologies-with
potential to support a global
shift to a low carbon future and
explores how trajectories of
change are influenced by local
geographical, social and politi-
cal factors.

In Future Living we look at
how everyone's lives are en-
tangled with energy systems that
determine how we live, work and
get around. This section explores
people's ability to influence our
energy future and the prospect
of a "just energy transition" that
allows better living standards in
developing nations.

The new gallery will replace
Atmosphere, which has welcomed
more than six 'million visitors
since it opened a decade ago.
(IANS)

Aslice of Paris in Shillong

A mother of three, Wabangnaro Aier Sooting

ZS

is a serial entrepreneur who hails from Na-

JL X.ga)and. Her husband passed away several
years back and since then she has been running
multiple businesses while raising her children
independently and securing a prosperous financial

future for them.

To date, she has 16+ years of experience in
running her direct selling business with Oriflame
— where she is highly successful and has been
elevated to the prestigious position of Diamond
Director. Besides, sle has also been running a
homestay (guest house for tourists) venture and
a commercial property rental business for many

years now.

Being associated with the global beauty brand
for many years, Wabangnaro has had the chance
to travel across the globe, while exploring a va-
riety of cuisines and ready-to-eat food, snacks
and desserts. Having a great passion for baking
from a young age, she wanted to bring globally
acclaimed bakery products and innovative ways
of baking to the Indian market. So, in 2017. she
decided to start up a new business venture — a

home-based bakery named Petite Paris — which
sells a variety of products such as cakes, tarts,
pies, cookies, bread etc., while striving t>maintain
the highest quality of standards and baking with

healthy ingredients.

From initially having only a few friends, ac-
quaintances and relatives as its customers. Petite
Paris grew substantially over the years and went on
to establish a solid customer base in Dimapur (Na-
galand) — from where it operated previously.

However, in September last year, Wabangnaro
decided to shift to Shillong due to personal rea-
sons, and since then, she is working dedicatedly
to re-establish her enterprise in the new place and
market. Petjje Paris currently consists of a team of
3 people and markets and sells its products mainly
through Instagram and word-of-mouth publicity.

Sooting was a part of Project Her&Now's Entre-
preneurship Support Programme in the Northeast
Region (NER), which helped her to bounce back
stronger in running and growing her home-bakery
amid the uncertain scenario ushered by the Covid-
19 pandemic. 'Her&Now - Empowering Women
Entrepreneurs' is implemented by Deutsche Gesell-
schaft ftlr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G12)
GmbH, on behalf of the German Federal Minis-
try for Economic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ), and in partnership with the Ministry of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE),

Government of India.

In Meghalaya and in other states of the North
last Region, the Project is running in partnership

Resilience

with ’Dhritii - The Courage Within'. Notably,
Her&Now, GIZ has also recently come out with
a detailed report titled "Women Entrepreneurs’
in Times of Covid-19", in a bid to

help women entrepreneurs like Wabangnaro learn

new normal.

from the best practices and business strategies
for figuring out the optimal way forward in the

"It was a new chapter and a new challenge alto-
gether in my entrepreneurship journey that | took
up last year after moving to Shillong. Because of
the pandemic and the lockdowns, | was feeling
quite low and isolated, and in my mind, | was un-
sure about what the future holds. However, things
shifted drastically in my favour after joining the
Hec&Now programme.

"Being a part of the programme, | could see and
hear stories of many other women entrepreneurs
from the North East who were rising above in-
numerable challenges and moving ahead in their
entrepreneurship journeys notwithstanding the
devastating effects of the pandemic. This gave me
the confidence and the much-needed mental boost
to continue running and nurturing my own venture,
and in believing in myself —that no matter what
the external circumstances are, | can still be suc-
cessful. Further, the mentorship sessions provided
by the Her&Now mentors were quite iasightlul,
and they pushed me to explore and implement vari-

ous innovative ideas around marketing, packaging,

increasing revenues, etc.,” informs Wabangnaro
Aier Sooting. Founder. Petite Paris. (IANSlife)
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Socilal Media: Make It
better and happier

icture this: it’s April 2020,
P you’re between Zoom meet-

ings, and scrolling through
your social media newsfeed.
Headlines like “Death toll con-
tinues to rise”, “COVID-19 m&y
cause long-term health implica-
tions” and “Health-care systems
overwhelmed” flash across your
screen. Your mood takes a dive,
but you can’t stop scrolling.

If this scenario rings true for
you, you’re not alone. Research
shows people have a tendency
to seek out information during
uncertain times - it’s a natural
coping mechanism. But is per-
sistent information-seeking on
social media, sometimes called
doomscrolling, helpful during a
pandemic, or any time?

Research on the effects of bad
news on mood more generally sug-
gest exposure to negative COVID
news is likely to be detrimental
to our emotional wellbeing. And
indeed, early evidence on the ef-
fects of COVID news consump-
tion on-mental distress reflected
this. For instance, one study con-
ducted in March 2020 involving
more than 6,000 Americans found
that the more time participants
spent consuming COVID news in
a day, the unhappier they felt.

These findings are striking but
leave a few key questions unan-
swered. Does doomscrolling make
people unhappy, or are unhappy
people just more likely to doom-
scroll? How much time spent
doomscrolling is a problem? And
what would happen if, instead of
doomscrolling, we were “kind-
ness scrolling” - reading about
humanity’s positive responses to
a global crisis?

To find out, we conducted a
study where we showed hundreds
of people real-world content on
either Twitter or YouTube for
two to four minutes. The Twitter
feeds and YouTube videos fea-

during COVID. We then measured
these participants’ moods using
a questionnaire, and compared
their moods with participants who
did not engage with any content
at all.

People who were shown general
COVID-related news experienced
lower moods than people who
were shown nothing at all. Mean-
while, people who were shown
COVID news stories involving
acts of kindness didn’t experi-
ence the same decline in mood,
but also didn’t gain the boost in
mood we’d predicted.

These findings suggest that
spending as little as two to four
minutes consuming negative news
about COVID-19 can have a detri-
mental impact on our mood.

Although we didn’t see an
improvement in mood among
participants who were shown
positive news stories involving
acts of kindness, this may be be-
cause the stories were still related

associated with improvements
in mood.

MAKING YOUR SOCIAL ME-
DIA MORE POSITIVE
Our research was published
earlier this month. Ironically,
news coverage of our findings,
with headlines such as “Just five
minutes spent on social media is
enough to make you miserable,
study finds”, could be part of a
person’s doomscrolling content.
But we didn’t find that all
social media use makes people
miserable. Rather, we found that
consuming negative content about
COVID via Twitter or YouTube in
the midst of a pandemic does.
So what can we do to look after
ourselves, and make our time on
social media more pleasurable?
One option is to delete our
social media accounts altogether.
Figures show almost half of Face-
book users in the UK and the US
considered leaving the platform

tured either general news about

COVID,

to COVID.
or news about kindness

In other research,
positive news stories have been

in 2020.

But how realistic is it to dis-

‘Sfcir Gazing’

By PtAjai Bhambi

‘Birthday Forecast*

moontrine Mercury onyour tolar return chart and It will be awonderful com-
bination giving good results. You will develop a liking for someone working
Inyour office leading to awarm andfulffilling relationship. Colleagueswill get
your help. Youwill also be promoted in your Job. Your Influence and fame will

Increase

manifold. Youwill refresh ok) memories. Youwill come outoftroubles.

Financial gains are Indicated. Do not Interfere In other people’s affairs; oth-
erwise you might haveto pay for it There will be some differences with your

brothers

on property matters. Your boss will be happywith your performance.

Peoplewfd payattention to whatyou say. Thegraph ofyourfame and prestige
will rise up day by day. Matters In courts will come In your favor. Some plans
regarding the future will be made. Your health will be okey.

‘This week for you’

Aries: (March 21 -A pril 20) Attimes we needto understand afewthings.

vT \

Taurus

Gemini

ftz

-r* uw

It Is not wise to be straight forward and ted the truth bluntly. There
are other ways to do a few things. You will be caught in a similar
situation. Itwill be wise for you to remain quite or mold yourwords.
Otherwise, people will get upset by what you say. This will only
harm your Interests. Otherwise, you will repent for it but by then
It will be too late. But your time will change for better. You will get
better Job opportunities. Even your business will do well and your
profits will rise. Youwill be victorious In everything. The happiness
ofthe winning will reflect In your face. You will enjoy quality time
with yourfamily. Your partner will discover some newtraits In you.
Lovebirds will have a good time. You will go with your family to a
hotel or picnic for entertainment, fun and relaxation.

: (April 21 - May 21) It Is going to be awonderful week for you.
The placement of Jupiter and Satum Is indicating achange In your
fortune. Youwill get back to winning ways. Now s the time to set
long term goals too. You will get a promation or can be transferred

in yourJob. You will have monetary benefits. It is time for all round
gains. You will also carry your secret relationship, but soon you
will have to take a decision to get married. Some family member's
health may cause some concemn. You needto go for routine check
-ups done. There is nothing muchto worry. Your business will run
on expected lines. Youwill notbe bothered by excess of work. You
will work a lot and also get good results Inthe long run. You need
to Just maintain cool. You will also meet new peaple.

: (May 22 - June 21) Some new problems will come to bother
you this week. You will feel a bit let down. You need to take care of
your health. An old disease may resurface again. You need to go
for regular check ups. Your enemies will become active again but
nottrouble you much. You will also be troubled by the authority of
work. Yoyr hard work will not give the desired results. This may
upsetyou abit Hence It Is even more Importantto remain cool and
notgetupset You needto keepyourtemperament humble. Youwill
be meeting lot of new people. This win lift your mood up. Youwin
also feel happy with the arrival of money. You will have wonderful
time with yourfamily. You will also buy some importantthings. You
will feel mentally relaxed.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22) Some positive developments will take place.

It can be a newJob offer or some other material gain. The marriage
of afamily member can also get finalized. You will feel overjoyed
with success. There will be atmosphere of Joyand happiness atyour
home. Youwill becomethe strenglgth ofyourfamily. And yourfamit

) members particularly children will look atyou for support and guid-
ance. You will also see the mindset of your grown up children and

’ try to see life from their viewpoint Youwill try your beetto maintain
good relations with your bosses. You also need to make changee
Inyour business and Improve quality ratherthan quantity. It Istme
to earnlot of money. You will recover the money given as loan. You
will expect a lot from friends but wilt be disappointed, it is time to
be realistic and practical.

Leo «(July 23 - August 23) Time will be highly beneficial for you this

week. Dueto your busy schedule you wW be unable to give time to
your family. But your family members will be very understandable
and will support you under all circumstances. You will have gains
In your business. And money and wealth wiH be coming. You will
achieve your targets. All your work will get completed as planned.
You will alto win some award or reward. Physical fitness will beat
Its bsst You will also take part In a special event Your efforts will

fS P B; enhance your reputation. Love mates will enjoy perfect bonding.

JJ n Thosewho are In relationship for a long time will plan to get mar-
ried. Inthe later part of the week you may plan for an outing with
yourfamily. Happiness Is on the cards. Yetwill get opportunities to
meet lot of new people.

Virgo (August 24 - September 22) You will definitely rise In your

work,fats Isonyourtide. Youwill get newJob/business opportunities.
Your status and respect In society will grow. Your friends will give
you good company. You will also plan to buy a new Item for your

I ' : _house. Ail efforts and tasks related with children’s education will be
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completed. Students will study well. Time will Improve and you will
getnewopportunities Inyour business. All your held upwork will get
completed. Seniorofficials will be supportive. Dayswill bringjoy and
wealth. Youwill benefitfrom your Inheritance. Your self confidence
willalsorise. Youwill also undertake business related trips. Youwill
like to meet like minded people. Keep a cool mind

Libra (September 23 - October 23) Youwill plan amajor expansion In

S

your business. Those looking for Job opportunities will get success.
Theresults ofexams/ntsniewtoowill be favorable. Youwill continue
to Increase your knowledge. Your eve%/ida}/ activities will keep you
busy, butyou needto givetimeto yourfamily from your busy sched-
ule. You will also get back blocked money from somewhere. Your
economic side will remain strong. You will also meetan Influential
personality. Youwill look at problemsiin life from anewangle. Your
approachwill be practical. Youwill understandthe feelings of people
whocome Inyourcontact Your Incomewill increase. Therewill bean
atmosphere of happiness at home and atthe workplace alto. Peace
will be there Inthe family. Your desires will getfulfilled.

Scorpio: (October24 - November 22) Kwill be afavorable weekforyou.

Youwill get positive results In money related matters. Your plans will
be successful. Your focus towards work will Increase and support
will be gained. Peacewill bethere Inthe family andthere will also be
complete fulfilment of newwork. New contracts will be made. You
canalsofall Inlove with a personworking Inyouroffice. Youwill also
undertake business related trips. Youwill get happiness and bliss
In married Iifs. Youwill be elated at the opportunities to meetyour
friends. Land related disputes wfll*et resolved. Youwill also getthe
affection ofyour elders. Youwill also have good food and drink. It Is
time for students to study hard for coming exams/interviews.

Sagittarius: (November 23 -December21) Youwill successfully eam

#

Caprico

%

money. You will also receive good news. These are cheerful days.
People will praise you a lot You will also remain busy In eve
work. Working women will getfull support Students will keep doing
theirwork with full loyalty and concentration. Youwill also have the
desire to lesm something new. You will also getthe benefit of your
hard work. Your profits will double in business and you will also be
praised. Youwill enjoy yourself atthe workplace. You will be happy
andsomething newwill happen. Youwill be master of your own des-
tiny. Youwill make plansto make renovation Inyour house. Youwill
spare time to enjoy activities related to your hobbles and Interests.
You will take stock of your financial condition. And will plan your
budgetfor work, home and business accordingly.

rm : (December 22 - January 20) It Is going to be atime spent
very nicely. Luck Is again favoring you. You will go about your
task with full vigour and lot of enthusiasm. You are bound to make
progress even In adverse circumstances. The orbit of Jupiter and
Satum will bring stability In your career. You stand to gain lot of
money with your hard work. You will enjoy a peaceful married life
without any disturbances. An unknown person will also help you
when you expectthe least Your priority will be the Importance of
relationships. Thethoughtofyours will bring you closerto people.
Youwill listento people’s problems sympathetically and solve them.
You will also make some Joint Investments. The time Is for reaping
materialistic pleasures and Joys. You will make more profits. Your
talent will come to the fore. You will also plan to go on an outingi
You will establish contact with peaple.

Aquarius : (January 21 - February 18) Itwill prove to be acrucial week

Pisces :

for you. You will fulfill your dreams but will have to work hard to
realize those. You will behave nicely with people. Youwill witness a
growth Inyour Inyour business. Yourobjectives will alto getfulffilled.

You will adopt new meant to fulfill your objectivet. There will be
an Improvement In your financial condition. You will alto enjoy a
wonderful love life. Youwill comecloterto yourtpoute. Peaceand
harmony will prevail Infamily tiet. Youwill give full attention to the

needt of your family. You will alto enjoy the beauty of changing
season. Andwill like to travel with yourfamily to ater of location for
peace and happiness. You might get connected to some Influential
persons. You might begin a newwork or take a newproject Youwill
also do some research and creative works.

(February 19 - March 20) Thera Is ayog and signs of success
In business and profession. Your money and wealth will grow. You
will have gains from Investments made. You will also be inclined
towards religious activities. Romance will bloom and you will get
success In your love Interests. The husband and wife will have
good understanding. Company of close friends will be helpful In

i your progress. Cooperation, support and blessings of the elderly

will protectyou In badtimes. Youwill remain busy In yourwork. You
will also extend a helping hand towards your subordinates. Youwill
also meetlot of newpeople. Your performance at work will be better
and splendid. Official and governmentwork that had been pending
for a long ime will get completed.

tance ourselves from platforms
that connect nearly half of the
world’s population, particularly
when these platforms offer social
interactions at a time when face-
to-face interactions can be risky,
or impossible?

Given that avoidance might not
be practical, here are some other
ways to make your experience on
social media more positive.

Be mindful of what you con-
sume on social media. If you log
on to connect with other people,
focus on the personal news and
photos shared instead of the latest
headlines.

Seek out content that makes
you happy to balance out your
newsfeed. This may be images
of cute kittens, beautiful land-
scapes, drool-worthy food videos
or something else. You could even
follow a social media account
dedicated to sharing only happy
and positive news.

Use social media to promote
positivity and kindness. Sharing
good things that are happening
in your life can improve your
mood, and your positive mood
can spread to others. You may
also like to compliment others
on social media. While this might
sound awkward, people will ap-
preciate it more than you think.

Importantly, we’re not sug-
gesting that you avoid all news
and negative content. We need
to know what’s happening in the
world. However, we should also
be mindful of our mental health.

As the pandemic continues to
alter our lives and newsfeeds, our
findings highlight the importance
of being aware of the emotional
toll negative news takes on us.
But there are steps we can take
to mitigate this toll and make our
social media a happier place.

(The Conversation)

(SEVEN)
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Action: let the
festivities begin

ith the festive season on in full swing,iconic brand Johnnie
Walker, is all set to re-energize the country's after-hour cul-
ture. Through its one-of-a-kind campaign #RevibeTheNight,
the brand brings together beloved music, artists like Divine, Ritviz,
Lisa Mishra, Taba Chake along with popular indie bands like When
Chai Met Toast and Mad Boy Mink, among others to perform live
across iconic community spaces in India.

The collaborative effort by Johnnie Walker aims to bring back the
after-hour culture through live performances across popular hotspots
in India. The brand's goal is drive social regeneration in India and
bring back the vibe of socializing through local music artists and reig-
nite the trade, driving social culture by executing the live events with
Covid measures in place and a limited capacity audience capacity.

Prior to the world going into lockdown, the after-hour culture in
India bloomed at celebrated community hubs, that eventually became
a safe-haven for individuals, a place where they found their sense
of self-expression and belonging, that fuelled progress. This com-
munity was driven through the culture of live music and enthralling
performances that created their very own vibe, a vibe that built ex-
traordinary, forever-lasting relationships. Through #ReVibeTheNight,
one can reconnect with this community bringing music curated by
artists who have a history of captivating crowds with their one-of-
a-kind live experiences.

Catch the gigs and live performances for artists in these venues/

cities for the live performances.

Careers related to
the United Nations

By Ranjan K Baruah

he devastating Second
World War destroyed lives
and properties. One of the

employees. Three years later, in
October 1949, the cornerstone
was laid for what would evolve
into the Organization’s sprawling
Headquarters in midtown Manhat-

institutes which started aftertahein New York.

war is the United Nations. Every
year 24th October is observed as
the UN day as it marks the anni-
versary of the day in 1945 when
the UN Charter entered into force.
UN Day, celebrated every year,
offers the opportunity to amplify
our common agenda and reaffirm
the purposes and principles of the
UN Charter that have guided us
for the past 76 years.

There is no doubt that the
world looks to the United Nations
for solutions to complex prob-
lems everywhere; from ending
conflict and alleviating poverty,
to combating climate change and
defending human rights. There are
various career options related to
the UN. Among the ranks one will
find staff members who monitor
elections, disarm child soldiers,
coordinate relief in humanitarian
crises and provide administrative
as well as logistical support to
carry out complex mandates. One
may imagine the joy and respect
one would get if s/he engages
with the UN. We are aware that
the UN is committed to maintain-
ing international peace and secu-
rity; developing friendly relations
among nations; promoting social
progress, better living standards
and human rights.

The work of the UN touches
every corner of the globe and
focuses on a broad range of fun-
damental issues, like sustainable
development, protection of the
environment and refugees, disas-
ter relief and mitigation, counter
terrorism, as well as disarmament
and non-proliferation. The UN
Secretariat which commenced
operations in early 1946 was
staffed with a mere 300 people
working primarily for the Prepa-
ratory Commission and engaged
in providing conference services
for a fledgling world body that
was beginning to chart a course
to positively change the world.
From that nucleus, it expanded
within six months to about 3,000

Today, the United Nations has
evolved beyond the conference
management services it provided
in its early days and is now ac-
tively on the ground around the
globe seeking solutions to the
three thematic areas outlined in
its Charter: peace and security;
the protection and promotion of
human rights; and human devel-
opment. Since 1946 the Organi-
zation has gradually transformed
itself into a global Secretariat
with a workforce that now num-
bers some 44,000 specialized men
and women.

The United Nations offers you
an attractive remuneration pack-
age with competitive pay and
benefits and mostly the salary is
exempted from income tax as per
rule of different countries. Aspi-
rants may work in headquarters of
various offices of the UN based
in different countries. There are
options and opportunities and
designation or terms includes
Young professionals programme,
competitive examinations for
language professional, Junior
Professional Officer Programme,
Volunteer programme, Internship
programme, Temporary jobs,
Consultants, etc .

The UN Young Professionals
Programme (YPP) is a recruit-
ment initiative for talented,
highly qualified professionals to
start a career as an international
civil servant with the UN Secre-
tariat. It consists of an entrance
examination process and profes-
sional development once those
successful start their career with
the UN.

Volunteer programme of the
UN is also very exciting and
lucrative. Aspirants who want to
get engaged in concrete action
for global peace and development
may look at the United Nations
Volunteers (UNV) programme.
Every year, up to 8,000 qualified
and experienced women and men
of some 160 different nationali-

ties volunteer at least six months
of their lives to help others. These
UN Volunteers work in some 130
countries promoting peace, re-
sponding to disasters, empower”®
ing communities and helping to
build sustainable livelihoods and
lasting development.

Skilled graduates with energy,
enthusiasm and an eagerness to
join the UN may look for the Ju-
nior Professional Officer (JPO)
Programme (formerly known as
Associate Experts Programme).
The main goal of the JPO Pro-
gramme is to support the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment and to offer young pro-
fessionals an opportunity to get
hands-on experience in multilat-
eral international cooperation at
the United Nations.

The UN JPO Programme, man-
aged by the Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs (DESA),
recruits and administers JPOs
for different agencies like Of-
fice of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR),
International Court of Justice
and United Nations Tribunals,
United Nations Secretariat of the
Convention to Combat Desertifi-
cation (UNCCD), United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment (UNCTAD), United Na-
tions Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), etc.

All those who are thinking of
entering the world of diplomacy
and public policy, an internship at
the United Nations could be the
ideal start for you. The objective
of the internship is to give you
a first-hand impression of the
day-to-day working environment
of the United Nations. Apart
from qualification, employability
skills are must to shine with the
United Nations. Interested people
may read from the official website
of the UN to know morfe about
careers with the UN as | have
directly published information
from their website:

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@gmail.com for any Career
queries)
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Of drugs and jail

THE recommendation made by the Union Min-
istry of Social Justice to decriminalize posses-
sion of small quantities of narcotic substances
for personal use is a step in the right direction.
The arrest of Bollywood superstar Shahrukh
Khan’s son Aryan from a luxury cruise boat off
Mumbai coast recently is a case in point. Such
situations weighed in favour of this recommen-
dation. Admittedly, consumption of narcotic
substances is harmful to health and must be
discouraged; so is the consumption of alcohol
and yet there is practically no control on liquor
consumption other than in a dry state like Gu-
jarat. But even there liquor flows from people’s
stomachs and through the drains via illicit
means. This hypocrisy is what marks India out
as a nation, which fails on most fronts and yet
gives enough room to law-enforcing agencies to
make life miserable for its citizens. Evil-eyed
indulgences of the police are a larger curse, in
reality, than drug abuse. The Constitution of
India is not the Gospel. It should, and does,
change with the times through parliamentary
interventions. Hatching on to a law even when
it causes avoidable misery to larger numbers
of the populace is unacceptable. Drug-related
laws not only within India but across the world
too need realistic changes. Notably, the present
recommendation is in tune with a similar stand
taken by the UN-linked International Narcot-
ics Control Board, which has been in existence
since 1968 and yet remained silent on such

aspects all along.

What the social justice ministry stated, in
sum, is to avoid jail for th'OSe caughtwith small
amounts of drugs, say a few grams. As a rule,
arrest could be avoided in all petty crimes and a
fine should suffice. This will help reduce filing of
cases in courts, which are already burdened with
pending cases in crores. Fines fetch huge rev-
enue; and several governments are doing things
to eminently fill their coffers. India mostly has
ageing men atthe helm o f affairs whose outlook
is half a century behind that of the present-day
world. Offirst priority is a change of mindsets,
which however is hard to happen. Concentra-
tion of the law-enforcing agencies should be
on checking the trade and peddling of banned
narcotic substances. Notably, several narcotic
substances banned in India are allowed around
the world. These substances have medicinal
value as well. The social justice ministry has
taken the courage to state the obvious. Itis for
the political establishment to wake up from its
slumber in such matters and actjudiciously.

( l.c'llcis Id llie Kditoi

A flawed

decision

Editor,

It is extremely sad and
most worrisome to see the
political football being
played between the District
Council and the State Gov-
ernment regarding imple-
mentation ofthe Meghalaya
Building Bye-Laws at the
cost of safety and security of
the citizens ofthe state. From
day one, it was a known fact
that transferring the right to
implement the bye-laws to
the District Councils will be
a disaster in itselfand would
not only be illegal but fraught
with huge risks; the state be-
ing situated in Zone 5 ofthe
Seismic Zoning Atlas ofthe
country. Also, not forgetting
the fact that that the District
Councils have neither the
means or the capacity to
take upon themselves this
important technical respon-
sibility, forget about framing
its own bye-laws. This was
only a political gimmick
at the cost of safety of the
citizens. Butthe powers that

be and the strange equations
that work in our State, the
Government of the day felt
it prudentto absolve itselfof
this responsibility and pass
on this important function to
the District Council.

One thing the State Gov-
ernment failed to understand
is-that the law under which
the Building-Bye Laws are
framed, is a state law and
it is the State Government
which is responsible for its
implementation and Govern-
ment cannot absolve itself
of the responsibility. God
forbid if there is a disaster
or some building were to
collapse tomorrow, | wonder
what would be the stand of
the State Government. They
cannot say that we have
transferred this function to
the District Councils and
are therefore freed of all
responsibility. They will be
held accountable and have to
face the consequences.

Building Bye-Laws are
not only tools to control the
height of the buildings but
also regulates the growth,
expansion and density of a

BeyOnd 2023: New Meghalaya The Veer, Mercy Petitions
In the next 50 years!

The next election in the
state will be crucial because
by that time, Meghalaya will
complete fifty years of its
existence. The 2023 elections
will therefore be the first one
after the state has attained
fifty years of its existence.
The election will therefore
be a time for the citizens of
this small hill state to ask
themselves some difficult
questions. It will be atime to
look back in history and find
the kind ofpeople who repre-
sented the state in the last few
decades and compare them
with the MLAs and MDCs
that we have now.

The major difference be-
tween the politicians in the
past (MLAs in the first few
decades after the state was
established) and the MLAs
now is that they were not as
rich as the current stock of

politicians are. At least the
politicians of the bygone
era that | knew, like Larsing
Khyriem, Dr B Pakem, H E
Pohshna, BS Challam, HB
Dan, H Hadem, Albin Lama-
re, Mihsalan Suchiang from
Jafitia hills, BB Lyngdoh, HS
Lyngdoh, GG Swell were
not rich. They did not retire
rich with hundreds of crores
in their bank accounts. The
truth is politicians in the past
did not do business or they do
not have business interests
of their own. The change in
the kind of people the voters
elected to the state legislative
assembly happened injust a
few decades.

This is the biggest differ-
ence between the MLAs of
the present generation and
the MLAs of yester years.
Larsing Khyriem lived a
simple life and enjoyed his
retirement and did not even
own a car when he died. Al-
bin Lamare who represented
Nangbah constituency was
always humble and down
to earth. This scribe still
remembers him travelling
using public transport and
visiting the different govern-
ment departments in Jowai
even when he was an MLA.
Mihsalan Suchiang, perhaps
who died recently, was the
last ofthe old breed ofpoliti-
cians, who even travelled on
public transport and lived a
simple life.

The politicians in the

city. They play a major role
in ensuring safety, well being
and health and hygiene ofthe
residents and leads to orderly
development. Building Bye-
Laws are not to be looked at
in isolation but have to be
read in conjunction with the
MasterPlan, Zoning Regula-
tions and other development
controls in the city. Without
really understanding why
building bye-laws are im-
portant for a city our leaders
are playing politics with it
thinking that it would bring
them monetary reward.

| often wonder that
there is clamour tomorrow
that PWD, Health and Power
Supply be transferred to the
District Council on the same
grounds that building bye-
laws was transferred, will
the state Government take
the risk to leave the design
and implementation ofroads,
bridges, power plants etc.,
to the District Councils. It
seems we did not learn our
lessons from the fiasco of
Primary Education of yester
years and it will require the’
intervention of the judiciary

By H.HMohrmen

early decades of statehood
were real politicians and not
businessmen. Neither did
they allow themselves to be
used by business houses or
any businessmen or women.
The major problem that we
have now is that we have
businessmen in the garb of
politicians representing the
many constituencies in the
state. The more dangerous
trend is not only that there
are many MLAs in the House
who are more businessmen
than politicians, but that the
people who lead most of the
prominent political parties in
the state now are crore-patis.
It looks like it has become a
prerequisite that only a crore-
pati can be the president of
a political party in the state

now. The NPP is being led
by Conrad who is no stranger
to business, the UDP is led
by Metbah Lyngdoh another
business tycoon and Con-
gress is now being led by VH
Palawho has several hundred
crores in his Kitty.

People are complaining
about bad roads and that the
state is not performing well in
many parameters ofdevelop-
ment. But the question that
we should ask is why do we
have bad roads in the state?
The condition ofthe highway
from Mukhla to Mawryn-
gkneng is pathetic. Many
trucks break down midway
which leads to trafficjams al-
most every day, but the gov-
ernment is ignoring this fact.
Why does the sameroad need
to be repaired every year? Is
it because the repairs work
is of a sub-standard quality
and if that is so why was it
allowed to happen?

We often conclude that
the reason for the bad roads
is because of the contractor-
politician nexus, but in the
current dispensation, most
of the government contract
works are being executed
by the MLAs themselves or
their coterie. This means that
the politicians are themselves
to be blamed for the bad
roads. Politicians unasham-
edly abuse their powers for
their own or their followers’
interests. Our MLAs and
especially those who are in

to set the matter right. After
all it was the intervention of
thejudiciary in the year 2014
thatto some extent controlled
the violation that was taking
place with high-rise buildings
in Shillong.

We are a state situated
in the most vulnerable seis-
mic zone and an earthquake
could hit us at any moment.
The need of the hour is to be
extra cautious and stringent
in our building activities
and development process.
Instead, it seems that the

_Present government is more
linto a policy of appeasement
withoutany care ofwhat may
happen tomorrow and the

safety of its citizens.

Yours etc.,

B. Dutta,

Shillong-1

Rising fuel
prices

Editor.

Petrol prices breached
the Rs 100 mark per litre in
Shillong and now the state
capital has joined the list of

the treasury benches ma-
nipulate the system for their
benefit. Take for example the
way the tender for transport
check gates was organised to
favour those who are close
to power.

Some politicians claim
that they are compelled to do
so because a huge amount of
money is needed to contest
the elections: They have to
spend money left, right and
centre to campaign and to
organise rallies and even to
buy votes. In a sense being
in the government is the
opportunity to gamer funds
which will ensure their vic-
tory again.

Why is the state in such a
mess? This scribe has done a
little study to find out how the

money is being used in the
elections in Jowai. The find-
ings are thatbetween 20 to 30
percent ofthe money is spent
in hiring buses and paying
for fuel for people to attend
the candidate’s campaign
every day. This includes
expenditure on hiring chairs
and decorating the campaign
sites. While 10 to 15 percent
is spent on providing food
and drinks to the campaigners
and a considerable amount
of about 50 to 60 percent is
spend on actual buying of
votes and paying people to
compensate them for losing
their wages to attend the
campaigns and rallies. Mis-
cellaneous expenditure will
be between 5to 10 percent.
The pertinent question is
whether change is possible
in Meghalaya post the 2023
election? Can we expect to
have new sets of MLAs after
the elections? If any change
is to happen, the Dorbar
Shnongs have a vital role
to play in ensuring that the
expenditure during election
is minimised. The candidate’s
expenditure will be reduced
if he/she does not have to
bring supporters from the
other villages to the venue
where the campaign is held.
The Dorbar Shnong can make
rules that the candidate and
only a few of his canvassers
should accompany him/her
during the campaign trail. In
fact, some localities in Jowai

many Indian cities where
petrol has now jumped to
three figures. Fuel price hike
has a cascading effect on the
daily life of the common
man. From the government’s
viewpoint, the increase in
price may be inescapable but
its impact goes from bad to
worse and hits the poor and
the middle class. This section
will surely be paralyzed and
burdened with such price
hikes that are unstable. Itis a
no brainer that this, directly
and indirectly, filters down to
every sector ofthe economy.
The impact is severe and a
major part of their income
is absorbed due to inflation.
Starting from the transporta-
tion cost to price of goods to
groceries these price hikes
are digging a hole into the
pockets of people and the
chain keeps propagating
further. However, since there
is no negative impact on the
enthusiastic devotees so they
will never complain . They
believe what they are told -
that they are sacrificing for
their greater good and long
term gain . That is how they

have already practiced this in
the last few elections. This
will help reduce the expendi-
ture of the candidates during
elections.

The expenditure on food
can be restricted if the candi-
date is honest and states the
fact that it will only compel
him to be corrupt if he has to
spend money and feed them
during the election. But the
crux of the problem is the
money paid to buy votes.
How can this practice be
eradicated?

It is sad to say that in the
last election the churches
were not able to minimise
the expenditures during elec-
tions. No doubt in the last
election, the Bishops and the
Executive Secretary of the
churches, gave a clarion call
from their respective head-
quarters to their followers

not to use or be tempted by
money during the election.
But the opposite happened.
Atthe local levelthe churches
were found hobnobbing with
the candidates to contribute
for building a new church,
or to build the approach road
to their church building; a
fence or a wall around their
churches or their pemeteries.
Local churches also lobbied
with the candidates during
election to help develop their
schools or other Church’s
outreach projects. No wonder
only rich candidates won in
the last election.

Ifthe election 2023 is go-
ing to be any different, the
people of the state, particu-
larly the educated section of
the society will have to work
hard to bring the changes es-
pecially during elections. The
Dorbar Shnong, the Churches
and the other aspects of the
society will have to work
together to stop this madness
called election tamasha. We
can only hope to see change in
the state in the next fifty years
ifthe influence ofmoney dur-
ing elections is stopped. The
influence of money during
elections is the root of all the
ills that we see in the state
today. We can have a new
Meghalaya only if we are
able to have clean elections
which will produce clean
legislators.

Hhmohrmen67@gmail.
com

accepted demonetization.
Government is taxing the
middle class that aspires for a
good life, but ends up paying
taXes to the rich and a good
chunk of that money is being
used for reducing corporate
tax , and bailouts. The rich
and the corrupt transfer the
burden to the common man
and the chain reactions widen.
The cronies ofthe country do
not work for the welfare of
society; they are instead more
bothered about their own
wealth creation. Who cares
for the middle class when
the super-rich, the politicians
and top government officials
are spared from such agony
because they don’t pay their
own fuel bills. They are paid
by their businesses or the
Government the and rest be

damned.

Yours etc.,
Advocate M Haque,
Shillong-6

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

and Contemporary
Justifications

By Dr Saji Varghese

The recent claim of the
Defence Minister of India,
Rajnath Singh that Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar's mercy
petition for amnesty was
carried out on the advice of
Mahatma Gandhi, has waded
into a controversy. Many, in-
cluding prominenthistorians,
journalists and opposition
party leaders questioned
the statement made by the
Defence Minister on October
12, while releasing abook on
Veer Savarkar. Several ques-
tions that pop up in peoples’
minds are : Did the contrast-
ing ideology of Mahatma
Gandhi support his plea for
amnesty?, What compelled
such a petition ? The follow-
ers of the ideologies of Sa-
varkar never contested their
belief, that he who professed
the radicalist’s Hindu voice
was a staunch nationalist and
an unwavering patriot.

Savarkar, one ofthe found-
ers of the Hindu Right Wing
was known for his radical
ethno-religious views which
challenged in many ways the
existence and practice ofsec-
ularism in India. He argued
that the true Indian was one,
forwhom the Motherland and
the Holy land were one and
the same. This dual bond to
the land created a precious
type of ‘perfect solidarity and
cohesion’. For this reason he
claimed that Muslims and
the Christians could never
be true Indians, as their Holy
land lay elsewhere.

However, today there is
a more inclusive concept of
what is India . By contrast
Savarkar argues that Dalits
and tribal people did worship
godsthatwere fundamentally
attached to the land, though
their religion was. not of the
mainstream. At one point he

varkar's release. One oppo-
sition leader blamed Singh
for "trying to twist history."
However, is there a need
for the rulingparty’s further
cleansing (justification) of
the acts ofthe leaders which
seem to be in control of al-
most everything, on its road
to the next 2024 showdown?
Though the 'means se”m
acceptable and popular as
Gandhi is a pacifist and ad-
vocate of peace and passive
resistance would be appeal-
ing to the masses. Savarkar
did write at least seven pe-
titions between 1911 and
1920 for his release from
the notorious Cellular Jail in
the Andaman Islands, where
he and his brother spent 10
years after they were sen-
tenced for life for waging
a War against the British in
India. In a 1920 petition, he
expressed his "willingness to
join the constitutional line of
political activity and abstain
from political activity for a
long period of time", notes
Vikram Sampath, historian
and author of a two-volume
biography of Savarkar.
While a term of gover-
nance witnessed the vital as-
siduity being heaped on the
freedom fighters and social
revolutionaries who were
undercover in the earlier
regime, this claim seemed to
have further ‘cleansed anun-
chivalrous move of apatriot
inthe much secular water of
the ocean of Ahimsa’. An il-
logical claim may be called
a petitio principii, the very
assertion is nothing other
than a presupposition which
stands in need to be proved.
Despite the assertion, there
is no material on record to
prove the same. Although
the right-wing leader was

Savarkar had livedfor a longperiod in Eu-
rope and his Hindutva is a Europeanprod-
uct . The word Hindutva, now sofamiliar
is Sarvarkars choice inpreference to the
religious term, “Hinduism”, means “Hind-
uness” or uthe essence ofbeing Hindu. ™

suggested that Christians,
Parsis, Jews and Muslims
could count as genuine Hin-
dus tpo, if they were willing
to renounce their allegiance
to their Holy land. In the
modern world, his argu-
ment is that the world will
have to bow to the power
of the unified India as he
believed that India would
rise to its glory in unity.
He wrote this in ‘Hindutva:
who is aHindu?’. His views
were more like an advocate
of atheism and rationalism,
and his strong opposition to
orthodox Hindu beliefs were
reflected in his book too and
to whom Hinduism was a
genetic and political force
inbuilt into Hindus. He was
also aman of contradictions.
On the one hand, he was an
outspoken political voice for
the Hindus, on the other, he
was a rationalist, who op-
posed Hindu superstition, the
caste system, and worship of
the Cow - asacred animal for
the Hindus.

Savarkar had lived for a
long period in Europe and his
Hindutva is a European prod-
uct . The word Hindutva, now
so familiar is Sarvarkar’s
choice in preference to the
religious term, “Hinduism”,
means “Hinduness” or “the
essence of being Hindu.”
The inquiry into the essence
ofHindu had been historical
and all the modem debate
could still be the consequence
of such an inquiry. Do these
ideas lead to the conception
of ‘unity in diversity’? Sa-
varkar was not in denial of
this tradition, however, he
was in favour of rebuilding
the tradition along European
lines. For him, the religious
and cultural traditions are
the key markers ofHindutva,
though he was not areligious
practitioner.

Rajnath Singh's remarks
sparked protests from Sa-
varkar's critics. Many opined
that Gandhi, an ardent pac-
ifist and opponent of the
revolutionary, could not have
advised and supported Sa-

exonerated ofall charges, his
critics allege that Savarkar
was connected to the 1948
assassination of Gandhi.
They dispute his role in the
Indian freedom struggle and
condemn his advocacy of a
"Hindu nation". The two
were fiercely opposed to
each other.

Historian Ramachandra
Guhasays Savarkar'srivalry
with Gandhi dated back
to 1909 when "he openly
abused Gandhi". "His hatred
ofGandhi was intensely per-
sonal." In 1920, Savarkar's
younger brother Narayan
Rao sought the help and ad-
vice of Gandbhi, for securing
the release ofhis elder brother
in the wake ofthe royal proc-
lamation. Gandhi senta small
reply a week later which
reads, “It is difficult to advise
you. | suggest, however, fram-
ing a brief petition setting
forth facts of the case bring-
ing out in clear reliefthe fact
that the offence committed by
your brotherwaspurely politi-
cal." However, a few months
later, Gandhi "built a case for
their release.” In an article in
Young India, a weekly paper.
He wrote that the Savarkar
brothers had said "they did
not entertain any revolution-
ary ideas". "They both state
unequivocally that they do
not desire independence from
the British connection. Onthe
contrary, they feel that India's
destiny can be worked out in
association with the British.
Nobody has questioned their
honour or their honesty,”
Gandhi Wrote.

Many narratives of the
freedom struggle and the
related events have become
easy locus for the political
convenience of the lead-
ers in contemporary times.
Does history and facts get
distorted through these as-
sertions which recurwith co-
vert motives? Whatever be
the intent, there is a need to
keep history and historical
movements apolitical. '

(The writer teaches
at Lady Keane College,
Shillong)
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Price of MDA’s friendly contests
WHAT is unique to Meghalaya is that coalition
partners in a government nearly always contest
bye- elections against each other in what is
termed a “friendly fight.” There is no loyalty of
purpose. Each party tries to score over the other
even as they try and project a united front to the
world. This “friendly contest” among coalition
partners of the MDA is actually opening up a
window of opportunity for the opposition Con-
gress which appears to have made headway in
Garo Hills by getting back into its fold those
who had earlier deserted the party for greener

pastures.

In a state where the idea ofa political party is
merely that of a uniform worn during elections
and where people actually voted in the past for
individuals and their personal charisma and later
for the money that’s on offer, the ideology of
political parties hardly matters. In Meghalaya,
the number of political parties that have been
birthed and died a natural death along with their
founders are many. Yet. before every election,
new political parties are bom with the intent
of capitalizing on the frustrations of people by
pointing to the existing political parties and how
they have failed the public.

Political parties hardly speak ofthe ideology
onwhich they stand and which they will defend
to the hilt. All regional parties in Meghalaya
have one common ideology - to defend the
‘Jaidbynriew” (the people or the ethnic com-
munities) from a list o f hyped- up fears such as
the fear ofbeing overwhelmed by the majority
community from the rest o f India; the fear that
others will take away jobs and businesses; the
fear that others (non-indigenous people) might
capture political power. In all of the above is-
sues or fear mongering, no facts and figures are
cited. There are no academic citations to prove
whether those fears are genuine or just pitches
to emotionally blackmail the electorate. Since
the electorate is largely ignorant of such issues
and there is none to clarify and call the bluff
of political parties for fear of being labelled
“traitors,” political actors get by with all these
uncontested yet frivolous claims - an election
tactic they have used for decades and forgotten
thereafter. Political parties hardly speak of a
development road map and nor do they give the
public a blueprint of how they wish to achieve
their goals. Manifestos are generic in nature
and no one really pays’attention to what’s in the
manifestos. Hence, we have the ugly politics of
today where politicking is an end in itself.

Decrepit,
accident-prone
highway

Editor,

I once went on holiday
with my friends to Darjeel-
ing. Wevisited a park where
there were horses and we
could ride them around the
park for Rs 10 per round. It
was such ajoyous time and
those days have long since
gone. However, | was very
recently reminded of this
holiday while travelling on
the stretch ofNational High-
way 6.between Jowai and
Mawryngkneng, particularly
the stretch between Mookyn-
dur and Mawryngkneng.
The potholes and ditches
(yes ditches!) were very
helpful in reminding me of
riding on horseback. It was
a pitifiil sight to see vehicles
struggling to negotiate what
bit of road was left. Added
to our woes was the traffic
jam, undoubtedly another
aftermath of the sad state of
the road. Thus, the journey
from Jowai to Shillong,
which would normally take
around an hour and a half
was stretched to four hours

plus.
Anyone who regularly

commutes between these
two important towns will
attest to the fact that these
traffic snarls are a regular
occurrence. | would go fur-
ther to state thatas aregular
commuter | can attest that
this happens year after year.
The road was in a similar
condition last year but was
then repaired later during
the winter months only for
the same repaired patches to
fell apart yet again this year.
If such apathy can exist for
this vital lifeline ofthe state,
what hope can we have?
Shall we continue to be or-
phaned by this indifference
and wait for some ill event
to befall? I urge upon the au-
thorities concerned to a take
up the matter. In our state,
ourroads are our lifeline and
we need to wise up and take
good care of them.
Yours etc.,
Omarka Laloo,
Mynthong
Jowai

Are the Dorbar
Shnong ready?

Editor,

A noted personality and
Chairman of the Maw-
lai Town Dorbar Bah SD
Khongwir has waded into

Why

crop In Meghalaya?

Most paddy cultiva-
tion in our state takes place
during the summer season
(Kharif). During Kharif,
the acreage under Paddy is
34,445 hectares, while it
is just 3,194 hectares dur-
ing the winter season. The
winter Paddy (also known
as Rabi or Boro Paddy) sown
in September/October is
taken up only in 9.27% of
the State's KharifPaddy area.
Why does the Paddy area
come down so drastically -
by more than 90% between
the seasons? Why are we
unable to reach water to the
farmers when they need it the
most? Through this article, |
want to highlight some ofthe
festering gaps that need to
be addressed by the Govern-
ment through better policy
and action.

Monsoons being what
they are in our state, no ir-
rigation is required during
Kharif, for the most part, but
not so, in the Rabi season.
The residual moisture in the
soil cannot meet the water
requirement of paddy dur-
ing winter, so the fanners do
not risk undertaking paddy
cultivation until they are as-
sured of water availability.
With an average rainfall of
988 mm, Tamil Nadu grows
three crops of paddy from
the same land every year
thanks to their superior water
distribution system, while we
grow only one crop, despite
receiving three times more
rainfall (2818 mm). So, the
Government must create the
irrigation infrastructure to
store water during summer
and reach it to the fields
during winter to cultivate
a second crop. Why do we
need a second crop of Paddy
at all? Because we are a
food-deficit state, because we
currently produce only 30%
ofour food requirement, and
because we are dependent
upon other states for meeting
the rest ofthe demand. So, for
us, itis a matter of our food
securityjust as itis, a case of
self-esteem and self-respect.
Such an opportunity loss can-
not go on forever.

First, let us examine the
official data. The Direc-
torate of Water Resources
indicates that by 2020-21,
it completed 1139 projects
with a culturable command
area of 54,288 hectares. In
other words, about 18% of
our three lakh hectares of
cultivable land is officially
deemed as irrigable. Howev-
er, the cropping pattern data
obtained until 2021 indicate
that only 49,383 hectares
are irrigated, meaning a gap
between what is on paper
and what actually is. This
gap 014,905 hectares can be
explained to an extent by (1)
the farmers not taking up any
cultivation during Rabi for
various reasons, or (2) some
ofthe 'implemented projects
are either semi-functional
or non-functional, so effec-

an area where not much has
been spoken because of the
alibi oftradition that has al-
lowed certain undemocratic
principles to continue in
our state. The views of
Bah Khongwir have tickled
the minds of many to think
whether it is time to allow
women and make them more
participative and involved
in matters of,the Dorbar
Shnong which are regarded
as local governing grassroots
institutions similar to the
Panchayati Raj system or
whether we should continue
toremain silentinthe garb of
"customs and tradition™. The
fact is the Dorbar Shnong
have not been able to accept
that women should be part
of the election or decision
making process and this
is prevalent even in urban
educated localities as well.
As we go the rural areas of
the state this system gets
worse. Women’s voices are
even more stifled

For readers and patrons
of The Shillong Times,
women’s empowerment
also means elevating them
to higher levels. The first
woman to have been part of
this change is one Kong Inn
Diengdoh of Khlieh lewrim
who was the first Village
Employment Council, Sec-

By K.N.

tively no water flows into the
fields. In other words, what
is culturable is not always
cultured. Fair enough!

The data quality is ques-
tionable because several de-
funct projects are still on the
record of the Department of
Water Resources as 'imple-
mented projects.' Without
a comprehensive field as-
sessment, the Directorate
cannot state how many of
the implemented projects

are functioning, how many
need to be written offthe re-
cords, and how many should
be revived through repairs
and restoration. Unfortu-
nately, the Department of
Water Resources has never
attempted a comprehensive
survey to determine the field
realities. On his part, the
then Chief Engineer (Irriga-
tion) did submit a proposal
for permission to write off
29 projects with a command
area 05220 hectares back in
2009. The Government con-
stituted a committee under
the Agriculture Department

Kumar

can be brought back to life.
Reasons for the imple-
mented projects turning non-
operational are several: (1)
Water diverts its course oyer
the years due to silting, and
therefore, channels turn dry
(2) Recurrent flash floods
damage civil structures (3)
Large scale deforestation in
the upper reaches dries up
the primary water source (4)
Dumping ofcoal nearthe wa-
ter sources renders the water

unfit for irrigation (5) Non-
involvement ofthe fanners at
the project-design stage leads
to poor designs and poorer
construction quality (6) In-
adequate financial allocations
for repairs and restoration
and (7) Projects constructed
inthe seventies canno longer
be revived, etc.

Meanwhile, the anguish
ofthe farmers continues. It is
hardly edifying that it took us
nearly fifty years of statehood
to provide winter irrigation to
only 13,148 hectares which
work out to 4.38% of our
total cultivable area of three
lakh hectares. That is as good

“Without a comprehensivefield assessment,
the Directorate cannot state how many
ofthe implementedprojects arefunctioning,
how many need to be written offthe records,
and how many should be revived through
repairs and restoration. ”’

in 2010 to examine such
proposals for the abandon-
ment of non-functional and
non-revivable projects as a
one-time measure. However,
itis not clear if the Commit-
tee ever submitted any report.
Even if it did, no action has
yet been taken on the 29 de-
funct projects. They continue
as live projects in the official
records. Tlie correct admin-
istrative decision under the
circumstances would be to
make a one-time evaluation
ofall projects and either write
offthe projects that cannot be
revived and undertake urgent
repairs to restore those that

retary to hold such position
in a fiercely contested area
during the primary stages of
implementing the NREGS
in the state and district of
Jaintia Hills. 1 am saying
this with all authority that
it was during my tenure
with the MRDS-IFAD proj-
ect in Jaintia Hills that the
Gender team led by Angela
Rangad and later by Wansi
Passah of the District Man-
agement Unit that played a
crucial role in moulding the
minds, behaviour and social
characteristics of the local
community into accepting
this significant change. An-
other notable change was
the holistic participation of
women in the VEC commit-
tee and men were also seen
encouraging this. In Jaintia
Hills when Dorbar Shnongs
have their annual meetings,
one witnesses both women
and men in the discussions
and deliberations which our
Khasi counterparts should
take a leaf out of. This is
how old tradition not in-tune
with the changing times
needs to move forward and
women need to be part ofthis
process. How the KHADC
receives this "challenge"
would be keenly watched
development in the days to
come.

as negligible acreage. At the
present rate of about 258
hectares per year, the depart-
ment will take one thousand
years to complete the remain-
ing acreage. The sense of
urgency is missing; aregular
system to coordinate with
the agriculture department
is not in place, the demand-
side management through
water user associations is
generally ignored, and the
departmental accountability
for the failure of a project is
as good as non-existent.

The number ofregistered
Water User Associations
(WUAS) in the state is only

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar,
Shillong-3

Pathetic state
of judicial
Infrastructure

Editor,

Chief Justice of India,
N.V Ramana’s revelations
about inadequate judicial
infrastructure brings into
sharp focus how one of the
pillars of democracy - the
judicial system, is forced
to function with limited
facilities. According to him
almost 20% of the judicial
officers in the country don’t
even have proper courtrooms
to sitin.

Ofthe 24,280judicial of-
ficers in India, there are only
20,143 courthalls, including
620 rented premises. Dis-
crimination against women
is seen in providing basic
facilities for them. 26% of
the court premises have no
separate toilets for women
and 16% do not even have
toilets. Only 54% courts
have purified drinking water
facility. In spite ofthe fact
that computerization is of
paramount importance for

394, while the implemented
projects are as many as 1139.
Ideally, every implemented
project must have at least
one WUA. Unfortunately, a
significant number ofthe reg-
istered WUA s are not active,
and the departmental effort
to organize them or build
their capacities is limited.
Surprisingly, the department
has not even drafted a regular
scheme to train the members
ofthe WUASs, most of whom
will not even be aware that
they have a role to play in
the efficient management of
the resources already created.
Occasionally some of them
are sent to the NERIWALM,
Tejpur for training, but this
kind of bits and pieces ap-
proach is not good enough.
We will need a training in-_
stitution within the Director-
ate, somewhat like what the
Agriculture Department does,
through its MAMET]I. Build-
ing the human capacities of
the members of the Water
User Associations should be
aregular and consistent activ-
ity, not an ad hoc measure.

The conventional excuse
offundsbeing a constraint for
repairs and restoration is also
notvalid because the Govern-
mentofindiais very liberal in
its approach toward the north-
eastern states. For example,
under the Ministry of Jal
Shakti, there is an incentiviza-
tion scheme for bridging the
irrigation gaps (ISBIG) to re-
duce the irrigation gaps in the
states. The scheme provides
for the strengthening of Par-
ticipatory Irrigation Manage-
ment (PIM) for sustainable
operation and maintenance
ofirrigation network, correc-
tion of deficiencies in canal
networks, capacity building
of the WUAs and even in-
duction of technologies like
solar pumps etc. However,
we have yetto submita com-
prehensive proposal to the
Ministry to access these funds
for Repair and Restoration is
a regrettable fact.

At the risk of sounding
rhetorical, | will say that the
key to our state's progress lies
in expanding the area under
the second crop to optimize
the productivity of the land
and the farmers. To make
that happen, we will need a
mission mode intervention
- (1) to identify the proj-
ects that require immediate
restoration (2) to launch an
immediate programme to
repair and restore all ofthem
in two working seasons (3) to
form and build the capacities
of the WUASs on priority, by
creating a training institution
within the state itself, and (4)
to institutionalize the coordi-
nation with agriculture, rural
development and water-based
departments. All of this is
implementable. Funding
is not a constraint. Convic-
tion is!

( The writer is Chairman,
Meghalaya Farmers' (Em-
powerment) Commission)

speeding up office work,
only 27% ofthe courtrooms
have.computers on the judg-
es’ dais. Notwithstanding
the fact that reference books
are of utmost importance in
law, only 51% courts have
a library.

It is a fact that inade-
quate infrastructure in courts
makes it difficult for them to
function effectively. In order
to improve access tojustice,
good judicial infrastructure
is a must. Given that people
are aware of their rights
and there has been overall
progress in their lives, inad-
equate infrastructure is equal
to depriving them of their
rights. It must be understood
that failure to deliver timely
justice affects annual GDP
growth. Considering that
effective functioning of ju-
dicial system is essential for
the progress of the country,
there is an urgent need to
rectify its deficiencies.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

iSﬂ’t there a Second Christians in India

worried as attacks by

Hindutva groups rise
By Shreyasi Singh

There has been a steep
rise in violence commit-
ted against Christians by
Hindutva groups, which
have largely been unnoticed
by the media. On October
21, the Association for the
Protection of Civil Rights,
United Against Hate, and
United Christian Forum
jointly released a fact-find-
ing report highlighting the
series ofattacks on churches
and hate speech against
Christians across India.

The report records at
least 305 incidents of vio-
lence against Christians in
the firstnine months 02021,
but only 30 FIRs have been
registered so far in these
cases. The report mentions
that September alone re-
corded 69 such incidents,
followed by 50 in August,
37 in January, 33 in July, 27
each in March, April, and
June, 20 in February, and
15 in May.

On analysis, at least
1,331 women, 588 tribals,
and 513 Dalits were injured
in these incidents, and in
about 23 incidents, places
of worship were damaged.
On 85 occasions, restrictipns
were imposed on people
to carry out religious cer-
emonies. Each of these in-
cidents was horrifying, and
the report delves deeply into
the nature of the offenses
committed in light of the
alleged facts.

First on the list is the
attack of October 3, where
a Hindutva mob of 250-300
persons barged into a Ro-
orkee Church and attacked
people, destroyed CCTV
camerias, and vandalized
the church premises. The
report states that there were
only 12 present inthe church
for prayers when the attack
occurred and also contains
the testimony of victims of
the attack.

One victim stated in her
testimony: “l had never
seen those men. They held
me tightly-while the women
abused and attacked me and
the man stole my phone
and molested me”. Another
victim testified that the mob
was armed with sticks and
iron rods, and was angrily
chanting religious slogans
like “Jai Shri Ram” and “Har
Har Mahadev”.

The mob alleged that the
church was illegal and built
on private property. How-
ever, the report mentions that
the pastor’s family shared
their land sale deed agree-
ment with the fact-finding
team to clear any doubts
about their ownership ofthe
property. Further, the fam-
ily has reported suspicious
activity to the police at least
four times before the mob
attack but it was ignored
by the authorities. Roorkee
Police refused to enterfain
them and provide security
to the church.

Further, during the time
of the incident, police au-
thorities were called to in-
form of the attack, and no-
tably while the Civil Lines
police station was less than
a kilometre away from the
church, the police team ar-
rived a full hour after the
violent mob dispersed on
its own after the attack.
The team noted that “prima
facie the attack looked like
it was meticulously planned
to build a fake narrative of
conversion.”

As per the report, not
only was the formal com-
plaint filed by the victims
notaddressed by the authori-
ties, but a counter FIR was
lodged against the pastor’s
family and they were booked
under several serious sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code, including Sections
153A (promoting religious
disharmony), 395 (daco-
ity), and 120B (criminal
conspiracy).

The fact-finding report
contains briefs on 89 attacks
against the Christian com-
munity. Many of these are
shockingly capricious and
tyrannical.

In a case from Ghaz-
ipur, UP which occurred on
August 10, a pastor and his
family were denied their
fundamental right to access
clean drinking water by
forbidding them access to
hand, pumps, along with re-
stricting entry to the church
building. The report men-
tions that all of this was on
the basis offalse accusations
and social opposition by a

group ofvillagers.

In a case at Azamgarh,
UP, on August 31, a pas-
tor was arrested after local
extremists, along with the
police, came in civil dress
to a religious meeting say-
ing they want to know more
about Jesus. After 15 min-
utes, the pastor was taken
into custody. In another inci-
dent at Azamgarh, police ar-
rested a pastor while he was
conducting a private prayer
meeting on September 9 on
the basis of an anonymous
complaint.

Two notable incidents
occurred in Mau, UP. The
first was an attack by a Hin-
dutva mob who claimed to
be Bajrang Dal activists and
from the Hindu Yuva Vahini,
on October 10. They lodged
an FIR alleging that a pastor
and six others were involved
in “converting people to
Christianity and insulted
Hindu deities using abusive
language,” and forced the
Christian worshipers to the
police station.

The couple in whose
house the, worship took place
pleaded that no forcible con-
versions were taking place
and that the worship in his
house had been a regular
one. The pastor, too, can be
heard in a video stating that
the prayer meeting was for
the health and wellbeing of
everyone, and was open to
anyone to attend. Following
this, the seven were booked
under the Prohibition ofUn-
lawful Religious Conversion
Ordinance, 2020.

In Mau, UP, two nuns
were attacked by a mob at
a bus stand on Oct 12. They
were accused ofconversion,
were thrashed, and dragged
to the police station. One of
them said that it was more
shocking for her that no
policeman intervened when
the mob attacked them. The
other victim mentioned that
even the police asked them
‘are you converting?’ , f

? in_Chhattisgarh. Joo<»
there is a steep-rise in vio-
lence against Christians.
The Guardian reported that
“in some villages, Christian
churches have been vanda-
lised, in others, pastors are
beaten or abused.” Chhat-
tisgarh, according to the re-
port, has the second-highest
number of incidents against
Christians.

Hindu extremists allege
that Christian pastors and
activists are luring and al-
legedly converting people
through coercion, specifi-
cally targeting the tribal
communities and poor, low-
er-caste Hindu families by
offering cash payments,
free medical assistance, and
foreign trips, funded by for-
eign donors. While there is
no evidence to support such
claims, “anti-conversion”
rallies have been held across
Chhattisgarh in the past
month.

The report refers to the
August 29 attack by around
100 people onthree churches
in the district of Kawardha.
Further, Chhattisgarh is one
of nine Indian states that
already have draconian laws
regulating religious conver-
sions. Those wishing to
change their religion are
required to gain permission
from the local district mag-
istrate, and anyone carrying
out forced conversions can
be punished with a three-
yearjail sentence. The report
mentions two recent cases of
physical violence, vandal-
ism, and false accusation in
Chhattisgarh.

Acloser look atthe cases
documented by the fact-
finding report presents a
common thread running
through them. Nearly all
the attacks are committed by
Hindutva groups on the pre-
text of patriotism and con-
taining unruly elements of
anti-nationalism in the State.
Another notable feature is
the unwillingness of police
authorities to act against the
perpetrators who are Hindu
religious extremists. In fact,
the report lists multiple in-
stances where the police
authorities have themselves
pushed for such violent acts
and supported the violent
Hindutva mobs. Mere sub-
mission ofan FIR against the
pastor or church, in general,
has led to restraint on access-
ing the church premises and
performing prayer rituals.
(IPA Service)

Courtesy: The Leaflet
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Less defence, less exports
A claim by Union Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh this week was that India’s defence exports
have grown by 334 per cent in the last five years
and we are now doing such exportsto asmany as
75 countries. The fact of the matter is that both
these figures do not mean much for the simple
reason that India’s record in this sector is too low
in comparison with those o fother nations. India
exports defence wares worth Rs 9,000 crore a
year now; no big sum anyway. Also, India is the
second largest importer o farms costing billions,
the first being Saudi Arabia. While the US is
the top arms exporter, carrying a market size
of 37 per cent, China occupies the fifth place.
Good governance is a mirage for India. While
several other nations in this geo-politieal region
have grown by leaps and bounds, the eeonomic
growth here is below par with only a population

bulge.

The greatness of Jawaharlal Nehru was his
vision for the nation’s future. As first prime
minister leading Independent India, he initiated
high-stakes programmes for each and every sec-
tor. He not only introduced the Five Year Plans,
but alsp strengthened the industrial sector with
steel plants, helped agriculture with aset ofhuge
dams, started ISRO for space research, and set
up ordnance factories to produce defence ware as
in Jabalpur and a military tank factory in Avadi,
Tamil Nadu. They were just a start. Successive
governments failed to keep up the momentum.
They engaged in petty politics and meaningless
rhetoric and failed to take the nation forward.
The IT sector grew by virtue of the initiatives
by software engineers, not by help from the
political establishment. This, thus, stands out
while every other sectors inth*cQitry are fail-
ing to make a mark. With abillion’plus- strong
population, human resources are India’s best
advantage, but the nation’s leadership failed to
make good use o fits people.

Successive governments took special interest
in purchase of military ware from other coun-
tries, rather than encouraging domestic research
and production o fmodem armaments and fighter
jets. The commission behind such shady deals as
in Bofors turned out to be their main obsession
and attraction. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has raised expectations by claiming to promote
‘Make In India’as aprincipal endeavour for the
defence sector. Ithasnot progressed. Launching
aprogramme is one thing, making a success out
ofitis adifferentball game. Indiacan only curse
itself for the plight that it has landed in.

I,i Hers to the I-flilor

G SRoad: A
toll highway
indeed!

Editor,

One ofthe reasons private
players were allowed to
charge road users a fee for
using certain roads was be-
cause they were also charged
with the responsibility of
buildingroads and maintain-
ing these. | had the misfor-
tune of travelling in the GS
road over the weekend and
was shocked to see thathuge
stretches of the highway
were covered with potholes
and even broken surfaces.
Quite a few stretches were
operating as a single-lane
malring it prone to accidents.
Road signage was minimal
if not absent. At the Jorabat
junction, one could easily
miss the turn to Shillong as
the signage was hardly vis-
ible. The worst was the toll
gate itself which had only
one lane functioning and
the other lanes were blocked
with tin drajns. In spite of
the pronouncement of the
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister, MrNitin
Gadkari that if at any toll
gate, vehicles have to waitin
queue for more than 10 sec-

onds no fee will be charged,
we had to wait for 10 min-
utes while going down and
15 minutes while returning,
paying the toll both times.
Perhaps the Government of
India’s diktat does not apply
to Meghalaya!

The toll gate operators
should eitherrepair the roads
and make passage through
gates of the fast tag era
seamless or stop charging
for a service they are not
providing. Can the govern-
ment absolve itself of its
responsibility on this?

Yours etc.,
Sanjeeb Kakoty
Via email

Inconsiderate
decision

Editor,

We've all been struck
by the pandemic harshly.
People's lives have changed
drastically, and loved ones
have been lost. Out ofthese,
students' academic careers
have experienced the hard-
est blow. We have been
deprived of two years of
proper classes and regular
school. Grasping at straws,
we opted for online classes to
complete the syllabus. These
were ineffective as compared

2021 by-polls:

Whenever a public rep-
resentative passes away, the
immediate thought is, “Who
from the family will succeed
him orher?” Mawryngkneng,
Mawphlang and Rajabala are
clear examples. Not long
after David Nongrum sud-
denly died in February this
year, the Congress workers in
Mawryngkneng constituency
approached the Pyngrope-
Nongrum family to identify
a person of their choice to
‘carry on’the ‘legacy’ ofthe
deceased. His father, Charles
Pyngrope had to come out
in public firmly insisting
that no one from the fam-
ily would contest the ensu-
ing by-election. When Azad
Zaman from Rajabala ex-
pired due to cardiac arrest in
March this year the Congress
promptly nominated Hasina
Yasmin Mondol, wife of the
former MLA for the by-poll.
The same was played out in
Mawphlang after SK Sunn
succumbed to COVID-19 in
September. The UDP, with
support from the HSPDP,
quickly called upon Sunn’s
son, Eugeneson Lyngdoh to
abandon the football arena
and jump into the electoral
field.

Family members of ex-
pired legislators have every
right to contest elections but
what is worrying is that all
other criteria are completely
ignored. Experience, educa-
tional qualification, capabil-
ity, party loyalty, merit are
no consideration. Eugeneson
was an active footballer ply-
inghistrade with East Bengal
FC. He had to be persuaded
to give up his passion in
favour of politics. The 35
year old who has played
for various clubs and for
India is a famed footballer
but he is less than a politi-
cal novice. The privilege is
being an offspring ofthe ex-
legislator. More celebrated
sport-persons do not catch
the eyes politicians. Hasina
toois the Congress nominee
since she is the widow of
the late Rajabala MLA- The
ticket was handed to her not
because she is a woman,
nor because she is the most
capable and not because she
is the best to carry the mantle
in the next one year. This is
sheer dynastic politics. Here
too all political parties are
silentbecause all are culprits.
Congress has the Mukul dy-
nasty, NPP the PA Sangma
dynasty and the UDP is a
promoter of family politics
of late. This is no blessing
to Meghalaya. The tendency
extends to reservations and
governmentjobs in the form
ofnepotism. Itis a discourag-
ing scenario for hard work-
ing, educated and meritorious
youths. Lahkmen Rymbui’s
call for youngsters to emulate
Eugeneson ishollow. Itis ap-

to regular offline classes, and
awide range ofstudents have
experienced their share of
problems. Of course, many
parts ofthe state complained
ofhavingbarely any network
connectivity and hence a
number of students had no
access to online classes.
As stated above we were
deprived of two years of
proper schooling, thus mak-
ing us unable to lay down
the foundation for class 10
courses. Conceptual learn-
ing and interaction between
students and teachers have
been largely compromised.
We have been informed that
MBOSE will not take back
its decision of including
100% of the syllabus, and
that the SSLC will be held
in March of 2022, giving us
approximately 1-2 monthsto
cover at least 50-60% of our
syllabus and revise the ones
already covered. Evenachild
can do the math and figure
outthatthis is nearly impos-
sible. Not only is this deci-
sion inconsiderate, it is also
completely oblivious to the
hardships the students face
during these trying times.
"Self-study” of chapters
that are yet to be covered is
almost impossible for neuro-
diverse children and children
with learning disabilities, but

By Albert Thymiang

plicable only to youths with
political lineage.

The effect is clearly seen
during the campaign trails.
The political discourse has
no substance because sym-
pathy wave, being a major
factor, ‘blood line’ candidates
exploit it while adversaries
try to negate it by bypassing
important issues in the mean-
time. So, we have the speak-
ers in Mawphlang sounding
like stand-up comedians. To
combatthe Congress which is
projecting its candidate, Ken-
nedy Khyriem as the most
experienced and hence most
deserving among the thee
contestants having been an
MLA for 5 years, the UDP’s
Brol Nongsiej and aide ofits
beginner candidate assured,
voters that any concern is
unfounded because he will
tutor the rookie once elected.
Not be left behind the Deputy
ChiefMinister, Prestone Tyn-
song admitted that the NPP
candidate, Lamphrang Blah
may not be the most capable
but he would beat up Blah
if he makes mistakes as a
legislator. Tynsong’s claim of
telling that Mukul Sangma’s
rightful place is the veran-
dah ofthe Secretariat is also
childish. In Mawryngkneng,
though David Nongrum’s
‘choice’ is absent, eyen rival
candidates call on his name.
The winners of October 30
polls could be decided by
sympathy votes. Unending
broken promises do not mat-
ter. Thispaper’s editorial yes-
terday points to how political
parties have no ideology and
road map for development.
The regional parties love
to keep the fear psychosis
alive with their favourite
unsubstantiated oratory o fthe
imminent dangers facing the

.indigenous community.

Another glaring reality
is that candidates depend
not on their, (xwnfforte. but
on the strength of party big-
wigs. If Highlander Khar-
malki emerges victorious
the credit goes mainly to
Charles Pyngrope, Ampa-
reen Lyngdoh and others.
If Hasina creates history
by being the first woman
legislator from Rajabala, she
owes it to Mukul Sangma
in particular. 1f Eugeneson
scores a stunning winning
‘goal’, the sumptuous assist
comes from the UDP bosses.
Ifthe NPP upset other rivals,
the star campaigners, Conrad
Sangma and Tynsong are the
real winners.

Hasina is the lone woman
inthe fray inthe presentelec-
tions. Though a B. Sc and
B. Ed holder we know why
the 37-year-old became the
first woman contestant from
the minority community in

nobody cares about them,
right? When will we ever
acknowledge children with
cognitive disabilities? This
decision might as well be
a mockery of the students’
mental health. "As long as
you're not bleeding to death,
you're fine," has been said
indirectly. We have lost some
of our dear friends to this
sort of academic pressure,
and they've been blamed for
"being too weak." But just
this instance, can we take our
time andjust think that there
might be something wrong
with this system that leads
to young hearts taking such
drastic measures? Weneed a
reduction ofthe syllabus for
the SSLC examination. We
need a considerable amount
of reduction. We didn't sub-
ject ourselves to misery. The
pandemic wasn't a joke, so
stop treating its hindrances
as one. We didn't stay home
because we wanted to. And
we believe every human
being with a mind and a
heart understands that. We
unanimously write to the
newspaper in hopes that the
people in power read and

acknowledge it.
Yours etc.,
Group of Class X students,
Names withheld on request
Via email

Rajabala. Whether we are
matriarchal or matrilineal
our society is still male domi-
nated. Men and women are
both blamed. We don’t realise
that tradition can be a curse.
We are enslaved by age-old
traditions and customs. The
English writer G.K. Chester-
ton, in his much acclaimed
Orthodoxy has these strong
words, “Tradition means
giving votes to the most ob-
scure..., our ancestors. It is
the democracy of the dead.”
The South Indian mystic Jid-
du Krishnamurti, often seen
in YouTube and Facebook
frighteningly warns, “Tradi-
tion becomes our security,
and when the mind is secure
itis in decay.” Equally scary
is Warren Ellis’bluntremark,
“Tradition is one of those
words conservative people
use as a shortcutto thinking.”
No tradition is sacrosanct. If
a tradition holds us back it
has to be modified and even
discarded. A tradition that is
anti-2 1st century is superflu-
ous. A tradition that does
not promote gender equality
should be done away with.
Preserving a tradition for
its own sake is pointless. So
what if it has been followed
from time immemorial? It
would be a disaster if our
minds decay because we
simply rely on traditions.

It is a tragedy if we cling
on to traditions though they
are detrimental to growth.
It is a shame that the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District
(Appointment and Succes-
sion of Syiem, Deputy Syi-
em, Electors and Rangbah
Shnong of Mylliem Syiem-
ship) Act, 2007, still has a
provision forbidding women
to vote in the election of the
Rangbah Shnong in this day
and age. If in localities in
Shillong, Sheila confederacy
and other villages women are
already electors thSrthe Act
isno longerrelevant. Amend-
ment is die natural outcome.
Ka SurKiNong Mawlai (The
Voice of Mawlai People)
must pursue the matter to its
logical conclusion. | fwomen
are not empowered in tradi-
tional institutions, in vain is
the expectation that they will
make the cut in democratic
institutions. Remember Let-
ty Cottin Pogrebin’s quote,
“When men are oppressed,
it's a tragedy. When women
are oppressed, it's tradition.”
In this connection the Con-
gress’ decision to reserve
40% seats for women in UP
elections is commendable. At
least a start is initiated.

The absence of anti-de-
fection law in ADCs is an
eyesore. Lamphrang Blah
has donned the NPP colours
but he remains a Congress

Climate
finance for
action

Editor,

COP26 -the 2021 edition
ofthe UnitedNations Annual
Climate Change Conference
is scheduled to be held in
Glasgow from October 31 to
November 12, 2021. World
leaderswho gatherthere will
renew and strengthen com-
mitments to the 2015 Paris
agreement goal of keeping
warming to 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius. COP consists of parties
that are the signatories of
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change(UNFCCC). This
treaty consists of 196 coun-
tries and the EU. The 26th
meeting of the parties poses
a big question: will it bring
about important effects ?

The central focus of the
summit will be on climate
finance for action and to
reduce emissions to keep
1.5 degrees Celsius and
abandoning fossil fuels. The
most important agenda ofthe
meeting is the $100 billion
climate finance commit-
ment. Another agenda is to
produce long- term strate-
gies to achieve net zero.
Despite the fact that there

Dynastic elections

elected MDC. If he does not
win he might return and reas-
sume the office ofthe Leader
of Opposition in KHADC. It
is a mockery really! But no
party talks of it because it
benefits all across the board.
That being a MDC is not an
office of profit is ridiculous.
Salary and perks of MDCs
come from the tax payers’
money. How can a person
hold the dual office of an
MLA and MDC at the same
time? The citizens ofthe state
must rise up to bring in the
anti-defection law in ADCs
and ban holding dual posts.
Concentration of power in
one person is only in a dicta-
torial system.

The Harijan Colony issue
is unnecessarily dragged into
the bye-elections. The timing
of the announcement of the
government to evict the resi-
dents of Punjabi Lane based
on the recommendation of
The High Level Committee
(HLC) is political. Knowing
fully well, due to the court
ruling and other logistics, that
itwould be impossible to take
possession ofthe land within
one week, the government
intentionally announced the
dateline for political mileage.
Having politicised the social
subject, the governmentcan’t
fault the Opposition for call-
ing it ‘Election propaganda’.
The rhetoric of eviction of
the ‘Sweepers’ at Them lew
Mawlong found echo even
in Rajabala, more than 300
KMs away, where the issue
is of little significance.

The HNLC’s threat to
the NPP is also game. Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma
suspects the placing of the
bomb outside the NPP office
is linked to die bye-elections.
If ministers take advantage
of a situation, the outlawed
won’t do better. The HNLC
blames the NPP for the death
of its ‘retired’ general secre-
tary Cheristerfield Thangkh-
i"K'Many others t6'<th8$
the'NPP-led GovHSflentfer
the killing. Citizens protest.
Gunmen threaten. The gov-
ernment has to deal with it.
More than the political angle
the proscribed organisation
might have used it as a tactic
to have a share of the pie of
the alleged ATMs ofthe NPP
at highways. It could be pos-
sible beneficiaries of illegal
coal trade with HNLC being
paid off after the threat. We
know that governments pay
to protesting pressure groups
to keep them quiet. Money
might have passed onto mili-
tants” hands as well.

November 2 will be a
booster or a dampener for the
Congress, NPP and UDP. Dy-
nasty aided by persona ofbig
names could be the definition
for the 2021 by-elections.

Email: albert, thyr-
niang74@gmail.com

is an urgent need to put the
world on a path to net zero
emissions, many developed
Countries are falling short
of their responsibilities. It
must be acknowledged that
UK, the host country is al-
ready showing leadership
with clear plans to reduce
emissions and reach net zero
by 2050. India’s actions are
more progressive compared
to the largest emitters.

It is a fact that climate
change is affecting every
region ofthe globe neces-
sitating an urgent action
to reduce emissions. If the
countries succeed in cut-
ting global emissions to
net zero in 50 years, there
would be a great chance to
limit global warming to 1.5
degrees to help lessen the
effects of climate change.
Hence, the Glasgow summit
is an important occasion for
countries to reinforce com-
mitments to the Paris Agree-
ment and find solutions to
achieve net zero.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong limes

Towards Transformation

Rural strategy
critical

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

Discrimination in India
has greatly affected our
society and widened so-
cial and economic inequal-
ity. Besides, we witness
another form of discrimi-
nation, wherein those in
power have the ability to
stall or delay justice when
they are on the wrong side
of law. A recent reiteration
ofthis malady is manifest in
Lakhimpur Kheri, where the
Uttar Pradesh government
demonstrated its seemingly
scant regard for democratic
norms and justice, leav-
ing the protesting farmers
further disheartened, but
determined.

One effect of the con-
ception of the rule of law
is the legitimation of the
ideathat state infrastructure,
including the law, can be
used without accountability
against its political or social
opponents, thus sharpen-
ing the inequality. The big
question that the Lakhim-
pur Kheri incident raises
amongst others is whether
the farmers, rather the soci-
ety will hit back and give a
befitting reply in the ensuing
UP Assembly electionsto the
ruling BJP?

Itis said that public mem-
ory is short and that in the
polls next year the incident
may be forgotten. But the
party in power and that at
the Centre will obviously be
on its guard and will need to
ensure it retains power and
is not impacted and that it
reaches outto the electorate;
in this case the fanners with
arural strategy.

Without delving deeper
into the question of what
effect it may have on BJP’s
poll prospects, it is vital to
note that such form of vio-
lence witnessed has only ag-
gravated the discrimination
againsUhejsoor fetmerspro-
testing'.against:the agrieuk
ture bills and for their rights.
One may also note that such
violence aggravated by the
State found its critique in
Mahatma Gandhi’s utopian
idealism long back.

Not surprisingly, there-
fore non-violence became
for Gandhi a non-negotiable
element of his idea of free-
dom, which is manifest in
the year long struggle ofthe
farmers. The logical fallacy
and anachronism involved
in such attempts notwith-
standing, it mustbe admitted
that Gandhi like Marx, was
pointing to truly fundamen-
tal issues of human life and
the rightto live with dignity.
This then brings us to the
question of right to life as
enshrined in Article 21 of
the Constitution.

Recall that the Supreme
Court gave a new dimen-
sion to Article 21, in the
Maneka Gandhi vs Union
of India (1978) case. The
highest court of the land
held that the right to life is
not merely a physical- right
but also includes within
its ambit the right to live
with dignity. Another broad
formulation of the right to
life with dignity, is found in
Bandhua Mukti Marcha vs
Union of India (1997) case.
Characterising Article 21
as the heart of fundamental
rights, the court expanded its
interpretation. Justice Bhag-
wati very aptly observed: “It
is the fundamental right of
everyone in the country ...
to live with human dignity,
free from exploitation”.

This obviously points to
the fact that the poor and
economically weaker section
do notenjoyrightto life with
dignity, though governments
speak volumes on the sub-
ject. The mainreason for this
is the wanton neglect of the
rural and backward areas in
spite ofvarious programmes
launched by the government.
Also it is interesting to note
that a section of analysts are
against subsidies or welfare
programmes although they
are silent when facilities
are extended to corporate or
business houses for industri-
al projects. Also there is little
effort made on recovering
the massive amount that big
business houses have erred
on and not repaid to banks
for years together.

The crux of the problem
is that rural development has
not received prbrty in In-
dia’s'development strategy.
To make things alittle clear,
it means that since over 60
percent of the population
lives in villages, at least 30
to 40 percent (jf the total
budget expenditure should
be earmarked fer rural and
semi-urban areas. But this
has not been the c*se and
successive governments
have not bothered to exam-
ine the state of education,
health, sanitation etc. and
especially the incomes ofthe
majority who livt there.

The obvious question
before us is wha needs to
be done and wtat is criti-
cal. Recently, ai analyst
observed that agricultural
labour needed t be cur-
tailed and used jlsewhere,-
signifying that itbe used in
industry or servfes sector.
But he either dicnot know
the extent of curent unem-
ploymertt and uneremploy-
ment m these sectorsnor had
adequate knowldge about
how agriculturdcould be
modernised and liversified
for higher profits:

The obvious stategy that
needs to be adoked is to
revive the rural Economy
and incomes of tie people
through a humaij-centred
approach “to suriive in a
carbon neutral, d”ital age.
and affords themdignity,
security and equalj>pportu-
nity. It must also fleet the
changing needs aid chal-
lenges facing businesses and
secure sustainable economic
growth”, as outlind by the
Global Commission on the
Future of Work.

First, there is speed to
invest more in cople’s
capabilities —thil means
establishing an effective
[if8-long leamingsystem
that-enables peoplefco skHIp
reskill and upskill, jsystem
that spans early clildhood
and basic educationjhrough
to adult learning. Otterthan
the farmers, the informal
workers and small Hisiness
too need to contribute and
benefit in the soundformal
economy and this cjn Only
be possible in the country, if
the government codes out
with a well-designe<jaction
plan to promote hbour-
intensive sectors. Bii a sig-
nificant financial allication
has to be made toireally
make this sector viahe.

Secondly, more jivest-
ments by the Cente are
required in the instijutions
of work, including he es-
tablishment and impfcmen-
tation of a universal labour
guarantee. Workers jn the
informal economy hav to be
given support in a bi{ way,
notjust by providing fiance
butalso technologicaljnputs
for their products so thjtthey
become acceptable in he do-
mestic and also intemiional
market.

Thirdly, agricultue and
agro-based industries have
to be modernised aid di-
versification of value idded
crops should be experjnent-
edwith. The Indian Cnincil
for Agricultural Resarch
(ICAR) would have tgmake
contact at the panelayat
level to ensure techndogy,
particularly seeds andFertil-
izers to help small fanners
diversify crops for Hgher
incomes. Of course, pro-
ductivity increases have to
be taken care of, espeially
in districts where it is bwer
than the national averse.

Finally, the thrust <fthe

new policy has to 1e on
rural transformation aid not
aim to become the strcngest
military power globaly, as
Prime Minister Nanndra
Modi stated on this \ijaya
Dashmi day. We mui not
forgetthat India occupitsthe
101 stposition ona list cf116
nations in the 2021 Gobal
Hunger Index withiven
Pakistan and Bangladesh
being better off. A paper
judicious rural devdop-
ment strategy can chanfe the
power matrix in the couitry.
Protests and violence n(edto
be countered with emjathy
and the will to work 'or a
robust society —INFA
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*There is a thin line that separates
laughter andpain, comedy

and tragedy, humor and hurt. ”

— Erma Bombeck
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Elections, public meetings and rallies
ELECTION campaigns are essentially a show
ofstrength by different candidates. The ploy ad-
opted is to bring in bus-loads of supporters from
other areas of the constituency and have them
converge at the place where a public meeting is
scheduled on a particular day. All political par-
ties but mainly the Congress Party in Rajabala
have violated the Covid protocols with impunity.
Normally the Election Commission sends flying
squads comprising magistrates etc., to ensure
that protocols are followed and no violations
happen. But what is seen in places like Rajabala
and Mawphlang raise questions as to what the
election vigilance teams were doing there when
hordes of people congregated without masks
and social distancing. It has been seen time and
again that rules and regulation are flouted by the
very people who are in the seats of governance
and because of which the Election Department
is unable to take strict action where needed.

The campaign timings too have not been
adhered to by many candidates. In fact, the
use of very high decibel loudspeakers that are
a nuisance to people around the venue of the
election rallies especially in the evenings when
students are at their peak study hours, should
be disallowed because ofthe potential for noise
pollution. Why, for instance do candidates and
their star campaigners, usually the MLAs have
to shout and scream at the loud speaker in an
attempt to expose the sins of the ruling govern-
ment before the electorate? Isn’t the Assembly a
better space to expose the Government? Did we
hear any o fthe MLAs who are spouting fire and
brimstone raising the issue o fhuge irregularities
inthe Power Department and the MeECL in the
Assembly? Ifthe media had not followed up on
these irregularities assiduously they would have
been buried under mounds of paper. Opposition
MLAs are heard making generic references to
corruption in use of Covid funds but none of
them take the trouble to ao their own research
into any of the government schemes and their
implementation. Part o fthe MLA scheme should
have been dedicated for ground research but that
is asking for too much-from MLAs in Megha-
laya. They are mere masters of rhetoric.

Electioneering in the 21st century cannot
continue to follow the mode ofthe 20th century.
Surely there are other ways of better reaching
the target audience without getting them to
sacrifice a day’s wages to attend an election
rally. The Election Commission of India should
itself be more creative about suggesting better
electioneering methods. Remember it was the
election rallies early this year that led to the rise

in Covid cases.

lcttcrs to tinlKdilor

Let down by
technology

Editor,

Through your esteemed
daily, I would like to bring to
the concerned organization
that the recruitment of the
Meghalaya Legislative Re-
search Fellowship that was
hosted by the Bharti Institute
ofPublicPolicy ofthe Indian
School ofBusiness, was held
through Zoom Meetings by
way ofagroup discussion on
the October 25 and 26. Some
ofthe shortlisted candidates
for the same at the time of
the said group discussion
however, faced connectivity
issues and therefore were
not able to take part in the
same, while others dealtwith
other technical issues with
the application itself. Upon
approaching the hosts ofthe
said recruitment by email
or calls for rescheduling of
the group discussions, the
candidates were met with
no reply whatsoever to their
queries, nor were they even
informed if the recruiters
have decided to move on
with the other candidates
who were able to connect. It
is without doubt, frustrating
to deal with technical issues
at such an important event,
but to be met with silence
to any queries is even more
demoralising.

| therefore request the
relevant department to look
into the matter so that all
shortlisted candidates for the

Fellowship get a fair chance
at qualifying for the same.

Yours etc.,

Name withheld on request,

Via email

f

Unfair means in
written test of
Agriculture Dept

Editor,

It was beyond any stretch
of imagination to see on so-
cial mediathat on October 7
last when there was a written
test for the gazetted posts in
the Department of Agricul-
ture, Govt of Meghalaya,
that in one of the centres in
Garo Hills some aspiring
candidates were shown to
have breached the fair means
inwriting an exam by adopt-
ing questionable methods.
Contrastingly, candidates
appearing in Shillong cen-
tres were reported to have
undergone scrupulous ri-
gidities where they were not
allowed to carry any oftheir
personal effects, besides
being physically checked to
ensure that their pens, pencil,
watches etc., were all metal
screened before entering the
exam halls.

I’m afraid that ifthe fore-
going social media revela-
tion is factually true, then
without going to technicali-
ties of contention it is for the
powers that be to investigate
this media exposure and
to set things right so as to
ensure that meritorious can-
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When should a minister
resign or be sacked? It’s a
vexed question that's been
blowing in the political wind
once again ever since union
minister of state for home,
Ajay Mishra found himself
in the line .of fire over the
horrifying Lakhimpur vio-
lence. The viral video of a
VVIP cavalcade mowing
down protesting fanners in
the minister’s constituency
and the lynching that fol-
lowed should haunt the man-
tri for a long time: it exposes
a shameful disregard for
human life in what can only
be described as cold blooded
murder. Rather than show
any remorse, the minister has
chosen to brazen it out while
standing by his son who has
been arrested for his alleged
role in the grisly chain of
events. While the opposition
has taken its demand for the
minister’s resignation to the
president and farm groups
have organized rail roko pro-
tests, the Modi government
has oscillated between con-
spicuous silence and spurious
whataboutery. Which only
exposes the further moral
degradation of apolity where
notions of political account-
ability and propriety are now
a matter of convenience and
not conviction.

Mishra is a two-time MP
who has built a reputation of
being a local toughie in his
area of Lakhimpur Kheri.
His rapid ascent from be-
ing a district zilla parishad
member a decade ago to
being sworn in as a union
minister this July reveals a
typical political graph where
caste-community equations
triumph over any concept of
merit or administrative ex-
perience. Mishra’s appoint-
ment in the home ministry
was seen as part ofthe BJP’s
Brahmin quota, ip the council
of ministers,' designed to
send amessage to the party’s
traditional vote bank ahead
of the crucial Uttar Pradesh
elections next year. Even
a cursory glance at his CV
would reveal a controversial
history ofbeing charged with
assault, intimidation, even
murder. Ajudgment has been
reserved by the Lucknow
High Court since 2018 in a
2003 murder case in which
Mishra is one of the prime
accused (a sessions court had
granted him relief earlier).
That the ministry of home
which is supposed to be the
nodal ministry to supervise
the country’s law and order
should have as one of its
ministerial occupants apoliti-

didates are not denied their
fundamental rights.

Your etc.,

Jerome K. Diengdoh,

Via email

Tribute to our
leaders

Editor,

There are many leaders
who have contributed to the
freedom and development of
our great nation. We observe
their death anniversary by
enjoying a holiday and a
small function at the district
or state level attended by a
few officials. The majority
of people do not know the
role that these leaders have
played to gain freedom and
development of our coun-
try.

Some years ago after the
holiday for ‘Labour Corps
Day,’ | asked the students
to say something about the
significance of the day. |
was not surprised that most
ofthem did not know about
the importance of the day
and the reason for observ-
ing that day as a holiday.
October 25, was the death
anniversary of late Capt.
Williamson A Sangma but if
we ask the students about his
leadership and contribution
for the nation and Meghalaya
many ofthem will be blank.
This is true for most of the
holidays given in India, as
we do not give an opportu-
nity for the students to have

Rule of law
takes a plunge

By Rajdeep Sardesai

cian fighting amurder charge
only exposes the underlying
griminess of a political sys-
tem that has been systemati-
cally undermined by routine
ethical compromises. Imag-
ine the plight of honest IPS
officers who have to obedi-
ently serve this system.

The argument that Mishra
shouldn’t have to pay for
the alleged sins of his son,
Ashish is also reflective of
a political milieu where the
notion of ‘conflict of inter-
est’is almost non-existent. Is
it not more than likely that a
union minister who is an MP

from the very region where
a heinous crime allegedly
involving his son has oc-
curred can influence a police
investigation, especially as
only days before the Lakh-
impur tragedy he was caught
on camera threatening farm
protestors? Does propriety
not demand, based on a po-
tential conflict of interest
that the minister step aside

till at least such timeJhat.

the case4s inquired into&
Sadly, political reform in the
country has never attempted
to create the much needed
institutional correctives to
manage conflict of interests
Situations, thereby allowing
elected representatives to
unashamedly blur the lines
between personal benefit and
public obligations.
Unfortunately, the much-
hyped Modi model of gover-
nance has also chosen not to
read the riot act to ministefs
who flout their constitutional
oath with sheer impunity. In
the two decades of uninter-
rupted power in Gandhinagar
and Delhi, Mr Modi has only
forced a ministerial resigna-
tion once. MJ Akbar was

an insight into the event or
personalities.

A question that arises in
my mind is whether it is
fitting to declare holidays to
celebrate’ and commemorate
the death anniversary of
important leaders and events
of our nation. The leaders
worked tirelessly for the de-
velopment ofthe society but
we revere them by enjoying a
holiday and not contributing
our mite forthe growth ofthe
society. Is there not a better
way to remember and pay
homage to them in schools,
departments and offices by
rededicating our commit-
ment and pledge to contrib-
ute more for the growth of
humanity? We adults should
be responsible in rooting out
corruption and follow the
ethics of hard work, toler-
ance and dedication, which
were the hallmarks of our
great icons.

‘Catch them young’, goes
the saying. The greatness and
contribution of our leaders
and importance of some
events and festivals will
be forgotten by the future
generation, unless we impart
knowledge and convey the
meaning of events to school
children. The best way to
pay tribute to theirmemories
is by following their ide-
als. On the day we observe
their memory, special events
have to be conducted and
made known to them so
that children learn of the
contribution of our national
and state icons and have an

made to resign in 2018 over
‘Me Too’ sexual harassment
allegations made by a num-
ber of women: there was no
FIR made out against Akbar
but the charges were seen
to have caused reputational
damage. Perhaps, Akbar as a
long-time English language
journalist and late entrant
into the BJP’s universe with
no political base of his own
was seen as dispensable in
a manner that Mishra with
his locally rooted ‘bahubali’
(strongman) network is not.
The only two other in-
stances where ministers have

had to resign in the Modi
years are the high-profile
exits of Amit Shah and Maya
Kodnani in Gujarat in 2009-
10, both of whom stepped
down only when their an-
ticipatory bail applications
were rejected by the court
and the CBI swooped in to
arrest them. In these cas.es,
their impending arrest leftMr
Modi with no option but to
reluctantly accepttjieirresig-
nation. In all otherexamples;
Mr Modi has preferredto use
the route of an occasional
cabinet reshuffle or denial
of a ticket at election time to
effecta change in his ministe-
rial team rather than insist on
a sudden resignation. In fact,
on another occasion, when a
Gujaratminister Prabhatsinh
Chauhan was charge-sheeted
in a co-operative bank scam
case, the minister was re-
tained.

Which is why it is highly
unlikely that Mishra too will
be asked to tender his res-
ignation until such time as
his position becomes wholly
untenable. It is perhaps a
demonstration of the muscu-
lar strongman image that the

inclination to follow the high

ethics, moral values and the

sacrifices they have made.

Time to think of our priori-

ties and work ethics. In my

opinion declaring a holiday

to honour great men/women
is not the best option!

Yours etc.,

Bro.K.J.Jose

Director, Montfort

Centre for Education,

Tura

Clean gas
technology

Editor,

India’s over-dependence
on fossil fuels makes it
imperative to develop and
sell zero or negative-carbon
footprint products. Such an
energy transition includes
solar, wind, batteries, power
electronics and the latest one
green hydrogen. Green hy-
drogen (GH) is a non-fossil
fuel based clean gas that can
substitute fossil fuels. India
has ample opportunity to GH
use and production.

In such a scenario, India
needs to establish itself as
a GH hub. Policy must be
formulated to create demand
for GH. A lot ofthings need
to be taken into account for
the setting up of the GH
industry. There must be inte-
gration of GH with the exist-
ing industries. GH purchase
must be made compulsory
for industries. Decarbonisa-
tion of other sectors must

prime minister has made his
distinctive calling card that
any ministerial resignation
under media or opposition
pressure is seen as a sign
of weakness, a chink in the
formidable armory that is
designed to create an aura
of invincibility around the
Supreme Leader. A resigna-
tion being taken under duress
is not what the Modi larger
than life persona is comfort-
able with.

Contrast this with the UPA
years when ministers charged
not just with corruption but
eventhose who were accused
of the slightest impropriety
had to step down. In May
2013, for example, Ashwani
Kumar and Pawan Bansal,
both ministers in the Man-
mohan Singh government had
to resign because ofa ‘public
perception’ that they might
have misused their office.
While Kumar as law minister
was accused of interfering in
a coal probe, Bansal as rail-
way minister resigned after
his nephew was arrested for
accepting an alleged bribe
for a Rail Board post. In
neither case was individual
culpability established, but
both had to quit. Unlike the
Modi government’s impreg-
nable status, the Manmohan
Singh-led coalition govern-
ment was simply too weak
to resist internal or external
pressures.

Paradoxically, the unbri-
dled power of a domineering
government is also its shield
against any form of public
scrutiny. But where the Modi
regime falters is in confusing
support for the prime minis-
ter’s leadership with that for
Team Modi. By refusing to
sack Mishra or even express
concern over the Lakhimpur
fallout, the government’s
credibility and commitment

-to the rule of law has takenj
hit: One day, the'unchecked
hubris could catch up with
the leader too.

Post-script: In the focus
on Mishra, the Haryana chief
minister Manohar Lai Khattar
has got away with shocking
remarks virtually asking his
supporters to retaliate with
sticks against farm protestors.
Khattar may now claim his
comments were misconstrued
butthey reveal a dangerously
retributive mindset that en-
dorses violent vigilantism.
But who will rein in our law-
makers who see themselves
above the law?

(The writer is a senior
journalist and author. Mail:
rajdeepsardesai52@gmail.
com)

happen in tandem.

There must be provision
for domestic manufacturing
ofGH. Indigenous manufac-
turing of parts ofthe supply
chain must be promoted.
This will make Ihe country
self-reliant in GH manu-
facturing. It will also create
job opportunities, thereby
decreasing unemployment.
Electricity needed for GH
manufacturing could be used
from renewable energy. As
handling and transportation
of GH are difficult, plans
must be devised for this.
As there is need for the
collaboration of different
ministries, public undertak-
ings and other stakeholders
for the adoption of GH, all
of them need to cohesively
function together. In such
a scenario, there is every
likelihood that India will
emerge as a global hub of
GH. It will enable India to
deal with climate change ef-
fectively. As climate change
is a global problem, any at-
tempts to mitigate it are con-
sidered welfare measures for
humanity. If India succeeds
in properly channelizing its
efforts in the GH transition,
it will definitely become a
global economic leader.

Yours etc.,
Venu, GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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SC order on Pegasus
may lead to Modi’s

‘Watergate Moment’
By Nitya Chakraborty

The Supreme Court order
on Wednesday morning ap-
pointing an expert committee
to look into the allegations of
unauthorized surveillance
using the Pegasus software
is nothing but a Watergate
like moment for the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his BJP led NDA gov-
ernment. The observations
made by the learned bench
led by the Chief Justice of
India N V Ramana prima
facie confirms what the pe-
titioners have said in their
allegations that the ruling ad-
ministration at the centre is
stonewalling any probe into
the allegations which are
hitting at the fundamental
rights ofthe citizens includ-
ing politicians, journalists,
human rights activists and
even the senior officials of
the centre.

The probe panel is sched-
uled to submit its report to
the Supreme Court after
eight weeks meaning by the
end of December this year.
Then the hearing will take
place. It is apparent that since
the lastweek in December is
holidays in the apex court,
the hearing will take place
in early January 2022. This
January and February will

be the most hectic months
for the campaigning by the
political parties including
the BJP for the coming state
assembly elections to the
five states —Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Goa, Uttarakhand
and Manipur. The Pegasus
issue will certainly be used
as a major issue by the op-
position parties in the poll
campaign.

In 1972, the Watergate
scandal led to huge contro-
versy in the United States
politics and finally Presi-
dent Nixon had to resign
from Presidency. That also
had relationship with spy-
ing on the opposition and
tampering with the official
documents. The two leading
journalists ofthe US papers
pursued the scandal and
finally there was no escape
route for the President. If
the probe panel after going
into the all documents con-
nected to the engagement of
Pegasus software can come
to the conclusion that there
was deliberate attempt by
the top government people
to encourage espionage on
citizens of the country that
had nothing to do with na-
tional security, that will be
an attack on the fundamental
rights ofthe citizens and the
Supreme Court can take ac-
tion on that.

As of now, the political
situation has again turned
against the BJP in the coun-
try following the Supreme
Court order despite fissures
among the opposition camp
on some vital issues. The
main problem of the BJP
this time is that the entire
focus of the Pegasus issue
is on the Prime Minister,
the PMO and the National
Security Adviser. It is not
S0 much to do with the BJP
as a party but it is to do with
the Prime Minister and the
agencies onwhich he has full
control. The Supreme Court
observations mean that the
judges have no beliefinwhat
the Government lawyers
have told them about deny-
ing a detailed affidavitto the
Court onthe plea ofnational
security.PM is the mascot
of BJP campaign and if his

image as a fighter against
corruption is sullied, that
will have impact among the
general voters on the eve of
the state polls.

In 1989, the BJP was the
main party which carried a
ceaseless campaign against
the then Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi before the
Lok Sabha elections at the
end of the year on the issue
ofBofors pay offwhich was
nothing compared to the
present Pegasus scandal.
That was an amount of Rs.
64 crore which could not
be proved in court while
after 32 years, this Pegasus
snoopgate is something
which deals with the gov-
ernment bid to trample the
provisions of the Consti-
tution regarding personal
freedom and fundamental
rights. The opposition par-
ties including the Congress
will certainly make full use
of this discomfiture of the
Modi Government in the
coming campaign for the
state assembly polls which
should prove decisive in
determining the course of
the future political battle in
the country.

In the name of national
security, the Modi govem-

ment has arrested a num-
ber of rights activists and
they are suffering in jail
for months and years. The
UAPA provisions are being
imposed on anyone who
challenges the present gov-
ernment. Criticism of the
government is being taken
asthe criticism ofthe nation.
In this milieu, the Supreme
Court through this Pegasus
order has come out strongly
against the Modi Govern-
ment’s continuing stance
on privacy issues by citing
national security.

The CJI observes “The
state cannot get free pass
every time by raising na-
tional security concerns.
No omnibus prohibition can
be called against judicial
review. Centre should have
justified its stand here and
not render the court a mute
Spectator.”

“There has been no spe-
cific denial by the Centre.
Thus, we have no option but
to accept the submissions of
petitioner prima facie and
thus, we appoint an expert
committee whose function
will be overseen by the Su-
preme Court,” he added.

In its judgment, the SC
underlined the importance
of privacy and technology,
saying that while technology
can be used to improve the
lives of people, it can also
be used to invade privacy. It
said certain limitations exist
when it comes to privacy, but
the restrictions have to pass
constitutional muster.

Thus the Modi Govern-
ment got no escape route.
Its devious ways to bypass
the Constitutional provisions
have been detected and the
bench this time has been
strict in enforcing its duty as
per the provisions of the In-
dian constitution. The Court
has done its duty and now it
isup to the opposition parties
how they unitedly can carry
on this interim legal victory
to-the electoral battlefields
in February/ March 2002 by
taking on the BJP. The Op-
position can lose this golden
opportunity only to its peril.
(IPA Service)
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People do not tike to think. 1 fone thinks,one
must reach conclusions. Conclusions are
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— Helen Keller

The Shillong Times

Vol No:LXIV No.78

SHILLONG, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2021

Snooping -- How and why

THE Pegasus row has reached a stage where a
Supreme Court bench has constituted a probe
panel headed by former Supreme Court Justice,
Raju V Raveendran. Significantly, the court
stated in a footnote that what it aims at is to
uphold the Constitutional aspirations and rule
of law without being consumed in “political
rhetoric.” The establishment indulging in snoop-
ing on its citizens is objectionable in a system of
democracy where the citizen’s right to privacy
is paramount. The question is how to save the
system of democracy from such motivated de-
viations from its basic tenets. The Pegasus row
erupted in July last. Israeli NSO group’s spyware
was reported to have been used by the Indian
establishment - read the Modi government - to
eavesdrop on some 300 mobile phones includ-
ing those of opposition leaders, some ministers,
journalists and businessmen.

The SC-appointed panel will look at all sides
of the matter - namely, the right to privacy of
citizens, right of journalists to ensure privacy
of their sources of information and the limits
to the claim from the government side that it is
required to ensure national security. It was on
this ground that the Centre refused to divulge
related information to the apex court. The SC has
asked the panel to also give recommendations
on the legal and policy framework to protect
citizens from surveillance by the state and how
to enhance cyber security. Specifically, the SC
said protection of information sources is a basic
condition for freedom of press. Without such
protection, sources may not assist the media in
revealing matters ofpublic interest. This is well-
said. Most rackets in governmental functioning
including pilfering of public money would not
cbrffeto light unless sources within the govern-
ment provide such details to the media. They
may have their own reasons for doing this, but
an eminent public cause is served thereof. Iden-
tifying such sources of information would mean
a drying up of such sources for scribes.

At the same time, snooping is part of gov-
ernmental engagements everywhere. Question
is, to what extent a government can go. Mat-
ters concerning national security, for instance,
cannot be treated lightly. In a recent instance, a
former chief minister was accused of having a
close liaison with a Pakistani woman journal-
ist. ISI is known to adopt many tricks to elicit
classified information about Indian policies and
military matters. Questions would arise as to
how a government should handle such situations
when hints come to it. While a blanket ban on
snooping is uncalled for the point is that govern-
ment should refrain from doing so to protect its
limited electoral interests.

letters to (he l.ditoi

Election
platforms a
big farce

Editor,

My attention was drawn
to the article "Elections are
serious business, not bat-
tles of words" by Patricia
Mukhim (ST Oct 21). I, not
only endorse fully the con-
tent and views expressed by
the writer but going by the
speeches during this current
bye elections and the lectures
by candidates and different
canvassers,, including the
big guns, in the election
platforms as appeared in the
mediawas a pathetic display
of competing in oratorial
skills. Instead of trying to
lecture down the electorate
and running down rivals
more time should have been
given to imparting election
knowledge to the electorate
on the democratic system of
government, parties' ideolo-
gy, policies and programmes
etc., of the respective par-
ties. Instead the discourse
has degenerated to such an
extentthat election platforms
have become a farce and a
big hoax. Most of the elec-
tion speeches, barring a few
turned out to be nonsensi-

cal, childish, slanderous,
defamatory and above all
blatant lies. While candidates
and their canvassers have
the right to criticise their
opponents and the political
parties they are contesting
from but those allegations
turned out to be lies which
were abhorrent even to the
least informed electorate.
Election platforms today
have become the place for
mud-slinging for throwing
rotten eggs, trash and a de-
humanizing fora. Courtesy,
respect and civilized fellow
human considerations are
all gone. The politics of
one-upmanship through the
most devilish means has
already caught up with India
and Meghalaya. Now the
cut throat politics of money
power, muscle power, caste
and communal power and
religious power has come
to rule even in Meghalaya
which is a so called Christian
dominated state. Whither the
much wanted clean politics?
Who is responsible for this
pass ? Where is the con-
science of the electorate? Is
it dead?
Yours etc..
Philip Marwein,
Sr. Journalist,
Shillong.

Should ADCs get into realms India’s New Game
beyond their mandate?

The District Councils
have a particular mandate
which should not intrude
into the realm of the State
Government, simply because
the Councils don’t have the
financial or administrative
resources to do so. There are
many examples of how the
Councils have floundered in
the past such as in running
primary schools in the Sixth
Schedule areas of the state.
The Councils defaulted in
payment of salaries to pri-
mary school teachers result-
ing in them striking work at
great cost to the students.
There was a demand from
primary school teachers that
the state government should
take over the administration

of primary schools and that
finally happened in 1994.
The Sixth Schedule says
the Councils can make laws
on certain specified matters
like land, forests, canal water,
shifting cultivation, village
administration, inheritance
ofproperty, marriage and di-
vorce, social customs and so
on. But all such laws require
the assent of the governor.
On land, forests and riv-
ers there are several conten-
tious issues that the Councils
should be delving into and be
worried about asthey directly
impinge on the lives and
livelihoods ofthe indigenous
tribes of Meghalaya. The is-
sue of land and landlessness
ofpeople inrural Meghalaya
is actually very serious but
surprisingly this issue has
never been discussed either
in the State Assembly or the
District Councils. Ever since
the Socio-Economic Caste
Census came up with its
findings in 2011 stating that
nearly 76% of rural Megha-
layais landless, one expected
the State Government and
the District Councils to be
perturbed by the findings
and that they would there-
fore ensure that a cadastral
survey was carried out to
ascertain the veracity of the
socio-economic census re-
port and to know for sure the
extent of land alienation and
landlessness in Meghalaya.
Land is intrinsically linked to
culture, tradition and custom-
ary practices. Without land
we are no longer a cohesive
tribal entity because it means
we are not able to protect the
tribal population from ex-
ploitation by modem means

If humanity is
hurt, God
is hurt

Editor,

Religion without com-
passion might give way to
hatred. Compassion with a
motive of “self-interest” is
completely irreligious. But
of late, some ofthe religions
have departed from those
basic human values. Love
and compassion are for only
those who follow their “spe-
cific” faith. Almost each of
the religions is vying for its
exclusive “supremacy”. The
dogmatic belief in exclusive
supremacy has become areal
bone of contention among the
existing religions.

In the name of religion,
we have polluted our minds,
we have corrupted our souls.
We have also gone so much
astray that God must have
now shut his gateway to
heaven! Are we not foolish
to believe in the twenty-first
century — “my God is dif-
ferent from yours” Ifthe sun
and moon are the same for
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Christianity, by that simple
logic, why is the CREATOR
of the infinite cosmos not

By Patricia Mukhim

ofproduction.

The Councils have failed
miserably to even safeguard
the forests under their juris-
diction. Instead, the Councils
see forests only as aresource
from where they can earn
their revenue. And that rev-
enue accrues when forests
are perceived as ‘trees’which
are to be felled and turned to
timber. Hence the Councils
actually earn their revenues
from cutting down forests,
not in conserving them. |
wonder why this aspect has
not been given due atten-
tion to by the State Forest
Department whose mandate

it is to conserve forests and
wildlife. It is convenient for
the Department to say they

have jurisdiction over only .

4-5% of reserved forests in
the State. If it is the con-
stitutional mandate of the
State Environment and Forest
Department to prevent defor-
estation should itturn a blind
eye when that deforestation
happens outside the reserved
forests? Does the Indian
Constitution not supersede
the Sixth Schedule?

Let’s come to rivers and
their sources. These two have
not been taken care ofby the
District Councils although
these fall within their pur-
view. They tried a one-off
venture to clean the Wah
Umkhrah and abandoned it
immediately afterwards be-
cause for the Council every-
thing revolves around funds
(read money). They won’t
take a step without money.
Actually, if they really care
about the rivers and the en-
vironment they would have
activated the Dorbar Shnong
and the residents under each
Dorbar to ensure that rivers
do not become dumping
ground for garbage. But we
have never heard the District
Council doing any awareness
campaign on the need to pre-
vent large scale pollution of
rivers in the entire state. They
are responsible even for the
toxicity caused to the rivers
in Jaintia Hills on account of
the sulphuric acid draining
out from the coal mines and
coal dumps. But so far none
of the Councils have taken
up with any seriousness this
onslaught into our lifeline -
the rivers of the state many

ONE'for all? Is the digestive
system in the stomach of a
Hindu and a Christian dif-
ferent? The alimentary canal
secretes the “same” kind of
digestive enzymes to digest
the food eaten by people of
any faith. One divine power
is controlling each ofus, ev-
ery part of our organ and cell.
It is outrageous that we bear
malice and hostility towards
others in order to uphold
our faiths. Why don't we
try to understand that there
are many paths to each "one
destination.” One wonders
in amazement, why we are
so “unscientific” in our ap-
proach to the Almighty? Why
is there so much bad blood
among the different faiths?
Truly, our fanaticism and
belligerence have become the
stumbling block in ourunder-
standing ofthe real teachings
ofthe holy scriptures.

If God-believing people
nurture animosity for others,
then that religion itself has
been wrongly understood
or misinterpreted. Who is to
blame here? Is there any or-
ganization ofmoral rectitude
that will come up to address
this glaring faultline?

All should agree that “tol-
erance to inhumanity” begets

of which have now receded
and stopped flowing with the
same intensity.

This now brings me to
an important issue which
the District Councils now
suddenly want to wield their
power over, and that is the
taking over of the mandate
for issuance of building per-
mission under the Building
Bye-laws - a subject which
they are not competent to
administer on because they
don’t have the wherewithal
for it. Does the Council have
structural engineers that can
assess the soil engineers are
the mandate of the Megha-

laya Urban Development
Authority (MUDA). Apart
from awhole host ofrequire-
ments to fulfil the person
who wants to construct a
house has to get a structural
sufficiency certificate signed
by the registered engineer /
agency and the ownerjointly
to the effect that the building
is safe against various loads,
forces and effects including
due to natural disasters, such
as, earthquake, landslides,
cyclones, floods etc., as per
National Building Code 2016
and other relevant Codes.
The registered engineer /
agency shall also have the
details to substantiate his
design forhigh rise buildings
/ projects, special buildings
having covered area above
500 sqm. The building bye
laws in a seismic zone like
ours also means that the
structural engineers prescribe
the required strength of the
rods and steel structures to
be used which can take the
weight of the buildings.

The question that arises
is why do the Councils want
control over this aspect of
administration? The obvious
answer is that the Councils
see this as an opportunity for
revenue generation. What
is feared is that the rules
will be bent according to
the demands of the building
owner based on what the
person can pay. It's not that
MUDA is not without its
flaws but we can imagine the
encroachments on the main
roads and other violations
that will follow. In fact in the
past every house was built
leaving enough space for
biodegradable kitchen waste.

more violence. No one has
the right to hold human-
ity to ransom. As believers
of GOD, all should shake
off narrow dogmatism and
malice. All need to follow
the path that takes us from
hatred to love, ignorance
to knowledge. The practice
of expressing LOVE and
COMPASSION for “all” ir-
respective ofcaste, creed, and
colour, always ensures com-'
munal harmony and peace.
Notjustthat, itis the pathway
to DIVINITY. Ifhumanity is
hurt, God is hurt.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong

Whither JRDO

Mains results?

Editor,

The Community and Ru-
ral Development Department,
Government of Meghalaya
called for applications for 28
posts of Junior Rural Devel-
opment Officers (JRDO) on
August 26, 2019. Thereafter
the prelims were held on
November 2 and 4, 2019.
The results were declared on
January 17, 2020. A total of
332 candidates cleared the

Now even that waste has to
be discarded as wet garbage
collected by garbage trucks
across the city and emptied at
Marten. There are houses that
discharge their latrines into
rivers. How did this happen?
Any answers? Has anyone
been punished for allowing
such a nuisance? No! And
such violations might spiral
under the ADCs. The single
point here is that the ADCs
do not have the capacity to
do due diligence before is-
suing building permissions.
Period.

Interestingly, the 125th
Amendment Bill that is still
pending seeks to increase the
financial and executive pow-
ers of the ADCs in the Sixth

ST File Photo

Schedule areas of the north
eastern region. The amend-
ments provide for elected
village municipal councils,
ensuring democracy at the
grassroot level.

The village councils are
to be empowered to prepare
plans for economic devel-
opment and social justice
including those related to
agriculture, land improve-
ment, implementation of land
reforms, minor irrigation, wa-
ter management, animal hus-
bandry, rural electrification,
small scale industries and
social forestry. The Finance
Commission will be mandat-
ed to recommend devolution
offinancial resources to them.
At the moment the Autono-
mous Councils depend on
grants from Central ministries
and the State government for
specific projects.

What is progressive about
the amendment is that at
least one-third of the seats
will be reserved for women
in the village and municipal
councils inthe Sixth Schedule
areas ofAssam, Mizoram and
Tripura after the amendment
is approved. Meghalaya is
exempted perhaps because we
don’t yet have elected village
and municipal councils and
we are still resisting this move
evenwhen Weknow that hav-
ing elected bodies will ensure
better grassroots governance
and better access to central
funds. This is what happens
when people understand gov-
ernance as an opportunity to
appropriate power and not
for devolving power to the
lowest strata of governance.
This will be Meghalaya’s
eternal plight.

prelims and were called to
appear for the main examina-
tion which was held on Sep-
tember 4,2020 at designated
examination centres in each
district. Now after more than
a year has passed since the
conduct of the main exams
we the candidates are left in
the dark as to why the results
are not yet declared. For
evaluating the answer scripts
of a mere 332 candidates,
the Department has crossed
a milestone of 411 days up
to October 20. Some sources
claimthatthe transfer ofcom-
petent officers has resulted
in the delay of declaration of
the results. There are other
insider sources which say that
the answer scripts have not
been evaluated at all. What is
taking the Department so long
to declare the results? The
C&RD Department needs to
answer!
Yours etc.,
M Lyngdoh- Shillong -2
AN Sangma - Tura
W Lyngdoh - Shillong -3

Lettersto the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Plan to Tackle
China Challenge

By Kanwal Sibal

India’s rising China chal-
lenge is now being more
openly acknowledged by
our armed forces in public.
They seem to have acquired
more freedom to express
themselves on politically
sensitive security issues. Our
retired military figures have
been speaking and writing
on such issues freely, but
serving top brass have been
traditionally publicly discreet
on such matters.

The earlier practice of
serving military chiefs con-
fining themselves essentially
to bread and butter defence
and service issues related
to equipment, procurement,
organisation, manpower,
deployments, capacity gaps,
modernisation etc., and stay-
ing clear of issues with for-
eign policy sensitivities is
being redefined. The armed
forces have always com-
plained about not being con-
sulted adequately, much less
institutionally, on the stra-
tegic national security chal-
lenges confronting India.

Their other longstanding
grouse has been that India
has ignored the importance
of military diplomacy as an
adjunct to the conduct of
foreign policy, unlike in the
case of other major powers,
especially the US. It is true
that the military represents
hard power and used with
discernment it can give teeth
to diplomacy. Our Chief of
Defence Staff and service
chiefs are lately frequently
speaking in various fora
on a range of challenges
facing India that straddle
defence and foreign policy.
This is particularly true of
our challenges from China
and Pakistan.

CDS Rawat’s plain talk
on China threat

General Rawat, the Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS), has
been particularly outspo-
ken on the. national msecurity
challenges facing India. Iri
a recent public lecture he
called China’s ambitions and
aspirations to global power
an “omnipresent danger” to
regional strategic instability
and carrying the potential
of “threatening India’s ter-
ritorial integrity and strategic
importance”. He noted that
China was making huge
inroads into South Asia and
the Indian Ocean region to
strengthen its position as an
emerging global power.

Bangladesh and Myan-
mar, he said, have been the
largest recipients of Chinese
military aid in the recent past,
which he characterised as not
being in India’s national in-
terest as these were attempts
to encircle us. China had
made significant investments
inNepal, Sri Lankaand Mal-
dives to gain a strategic foot-
hold in the region, he added.
China’s supply of military
hardware to Pakistan and
supporting it in international
fora was described by him
as an anti-India nexus. He
believes Pakistan’s continued
sponsoring of cross-border
terrorism, avicious anti-India
rhetoric on social media, and
efforts to create social dishar-
mony within India, makes
the trust gap between India
and that country “unbridge-
able”.

The CDS has been high-
lighting China’s technologi-
cal advances in the cyber and
space domains as the most
worrisome external secu-
rity challenge, as beyond the
military, it includes critical
infrastructure as well. For
him, procuring advanced
surveillance systems that can
help India keep an eye on its
land borders and oceans is
the topmost priority of the
armed forces right now. He
foresees a durable confronta-
tion with China, as he views
the recent incidents on the
northern borders along with
aggressive posturing remain-
ing a cornerstone of China’s
expansionist foreign policy
about which India has to be
wary.
Withoutmincing words he
has spoken of geo-strategic
competition in the Indo-
Pacific, including a race for
strategic bases in the Indian
Ocean region and increasing
militarisation ofthe Belt and
Road outposts in the region.
This is plain talk which the
Chinese would have noted

carefully, as we too would
have noted equally carefully
if the PLA chief had given
his assessment publicly on
the impact of India’s policies
on China’s regional strategic
interests. .
India’s evolved strategy

General Rawat’s assess-
ment of China’s regional
threat to India has been
commonplace in think tank
circles for years. After the
Doklam stand-off and the
much more serious Chinese
military moves in Ladakh
which in a breakdown of
border protocols resulted in
actual loss of lives, the threat
from China is being felt by
the country much more pal-
pably than in recent times.

Our policy toward China
since 1988 has essentially
failed. The peace and tran-
quility agreements, the con-
fidence building measures,
several additional border
management protocols to
prevent any actual clash,
a Special Representatives
mechanism to resolve the
border issue politically, the
agreement on parameters
and guidelines for a border
settlement, allowing bilat-
eral trade ties to grow with-
out making them hostage to
border differences, exchange
of state visits, numerous
bilateral meetings, informal
summits—all ofthis has not
only not worked for better-
ment and stability of our
ties, our relations today have
deteriorated sharply and the
distrust of Chinahas become
deeper.

The failed latest round
(-13th) ofmilitary talks points
to ahardening ofChina’s po-
sition. The statements issued
on both sides, unlike after
the previous rounds, not only
show an impasse, but also a
readiness on both sides to
publicly blame each other.
This was unusual in the
light of a studied optimistic
posture maintained after the
previous rounds. The pros-
pect of forces on both sides
continuing to be deployed at
icy heights in Ladakh during
the coming winter is now a
reality.

The hardening of China’s
posture isreflected in setting
up additional infrastructure
by China for the winter
deployment of its forces in
Ladakh, the dual purpose
border villages set up close
to the LAC in the eastern
sector and the new border
law passed by China to
protect its territorial integ-
rity. China has also begun
mounting pressure on the
eastern front with additional
infrastructural activity and
reported intrusions (in the
central Barahoti sector as
well), with India, inturn, in-
creasing its troop and weap-
on deployments such as the
M777 ultra-light howitzers
and the 155 mm FH 77 B02
(Bofors) guns.

The CDS’s bluntness
contrasts with a firm but
much more diplomatic pos-
ture adopted by the External
Affairs Minister and studied
reticence atthe Prime Minis-
ter’s level on the Chinachal-
lenge. The strategy seems to
be to maintain diplomatic
pressure on China, avoid
involving directly the high-
est political authority in the
unfolding situation in order
to maintain political ma-
noeuvrability at that level,
but let the military spell
out the reality of the China
threat.

It is a good strategy, in
that the China challenge is
notbeing glossed over at the
military level while keep-
ing the window open at the
bilateral political level and
preserving the diplomatic
suppleness needed for our
participation in forums such
as BRICS, the SCO, eventhe
RIC, where China s present
and is an ostensible partner,
even as we strengthen ties
with the US, deepen our
Quad engagement, pursue
maritime security within
the framework of the Indo-
Pacific based on adherence
to international law and
respect for sovereignty.

(The author is Former
Foreign Secretary. He was
IndiasAmbassador to Tur-
key, Egypt, France and
Russia).
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*Ntkher situations nor people cm be
altered by the interference ofan outsider.
Ifthey are to be altered, then alteration

must comefrom within. ”

- Phyllis Bottome

The ShilloBg times
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Khasi woflfttn and Dorbar Shnong
IT is a giant step taken by the former minister
and Chairman of the Mawlai Town Dorbar, SD
Khongwir to lead the women of his area to the
Khasi Hills District Council to demand that
women be allowed to take pant in fee election
of fee Rangbah Shnong m fee Greater Mawlai
area. Whatis peculiar is thatwomen are already
electing their Rangbah Shnong in several locali-
ties (shnong) of Khasi Hills which means that
the Council laws based on tradition are not being
uniformly followed with each Shnong doing

what it think? best

When fee KHADC, CEM was asked if the
Councilwould amend its laws, he said feat such
laws have been practiced since time immemo-
rial. The question that arises is whether in other
aspects of life we are still stuck in a time warp
or we have moved with fee times. The true
spiritofdemocracy enjoinsupon all institutions
created under the Indian Constitution to ensure
gender equality. There cannot be institutions
that in the 21st century still disallow women
from participating as equal citizens, especially
as that concerns governance at the grassroots.
The propess of every society is measured by
how empowered its women ace and whether

they occupy
has bees said about

A lot
women sot only must

p</\/\

be able to elect the Rangbah Shnong but to
also contest for feat post ifthey wish to. Today
women are as educated if not more educated
than men. They know their rights and have the
freedom to contest elections to the legislative
assen&l|fand patiiaffietft. * defiesall lope that
they should no* be altered to take part in the
affairs of thek vfllagecouacils. Women have
different sets of problems which are not well
understood in a world that is still dominated by
patriarchal values even m a matrilineal society.
And to believe feat men can represent women

and theitesaieeras is

problematic.

It is URfectnme fe& every time Meghalaya
heads for an election to fee district councils,
women do not make common cause about
passing laws that give women equal status in
all institutions, traditional or modem. Tradition
cannotbe fee alibi to continue to keep women

communicated by votersioudly and clearly. For
too long women in Meghalaya have been prison-
ers of tradition. They have been humoured by
the idea that they carry the lineage and therefore
have been given enough concessions. There can
be no trade-off here. Women must take their
place in traditional institutions and prove their

mettle.

Flyover -
Rap’s Mansion
to Sweepen lane

Editor, ¢

A flyover is to ease the
traffic congestion connecting
oneroadto another bypassing
the congested areas through
a bridge and sub-bridges
intersecting parallel roads.
A flyover from Rap’s Man-
sion to Sweepers lanein lew
Mawlong (Mawlonghat) is
one ofthe proposed projects
of the UOm Devdi&aimit
Affairs DgwrtnwA, Gwi.
of MegMaya during 2006.
Implementing the project
involved 8 acres land ofthe
Cantonment area near Lady
Keane College. The then
Minister of Urban Develop-
ment. Paul Lyngdoh met
the Defence Minister, Govt,
of India in August, 2006 at
New Deflam which laceoov-
panied as Secretary, Govt,
of Meghalaya. The Union
Minister stressed on the
stringent law and rule ofthe
Defence Ministry that land
for the Flyover Project can

be considered provided that
it can be exchanged with an-
other land ofequal monetary
value which sounds impos-
sible. However, with the in-
terrea&gtofthc: then Union
Jlefenc# MaBster, Anthony,
the Ministry agreed in prin-
ciplethat land of eight acres
wifi be reteased to the State
Government by an exchange
ofcertainacres ofland along
the stretch of Umiam lake
from Lad Umsaw to junc-
tion of Eerrando Home of
Disabled, Umbir for Army
Water Sports Complex. As
Secretary, Urban Affairs

W«Jtd€iwa»*n, SearchCom-

mittee for required land in
exchange along with the then
Director, Urban as Secretary
Mid the high officials of the
101 Area of the Army, Ur-
ban Affairs Directorate, an
inspection was conducted
and found agreeable by both
ade& Theteararecommend-
ed to die State Government
fttp accessary consultation
and approval with the then
Meghalaya State Electricity
Board. It was agreed upon
that in the said Water Sports
Complex, strict maintenance
ofcleanliness in and around

Imag

Hundreds of workers
who had gone to Kashmir
in search of employment are
reported to be fleeing the
region to the nearest safest
State gripped by a fear after
reports spread far and wide
of non-locals being attacked
to be driven out of Kashmir.
Targeted killing of workers
from Bihar has become abig
threat to all migrant workers,
who as a category has hardly
recovered from the pangs

of Covid-19 exodus. This
is as serious as an attack on
Kashmiri Pandits to evict
them permanently from their
home State. Both seem to bea
ethnic-religious cleansing
operation in  pursuit of an
imaginary goal of making
and keeping Kashmir for
Kashmiris -- another imagi-
nary demographic group.

Rough estimates put the
number of seasonal migrant
labourers in Kashmir as 3to 4
lakh, comprising mostly Hin-
dus from Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
and Uttarakhand.There is
certainly a historical back-
ground for whatds=happening
in Kashmir which-has to be
dealt with as a State-specific
issue.But, attack on migrant
workers draws our attention
to the plight of such workers
elsewhere in India and the
growing unhealthy trend of
parochial outlook submerg-
ing our national spirit in
many places.

Distinction as insider-out-
sider, or locals and migrants
has caught hold of several-
political parties and pressure
groups and is voiced loudly
and sought to be justified
as part of social justice. The
insider/local is here portrayed
as the victim or the deprived
and the outsider/migrant the
exploiter and villain.

A migrant is a person
who either migrates within
the home country or out-
side to pursue work. He or
she usually has no intention
to stay permanently in the
country or region where he/
she works. Migrants are
welcomed in the beginning
as they bring knowledge,
skills, and efficiency, and also
motivation and energy which
are lacking or inadequate
among locals.Problems start

the area of the Umiam lake
was to be followed, with no
staffhabitation except two or
three security guards and an
office (non-residential) near
the lake. With the Defence
land to be made available
to the State Government,
required land for the project
can be acquired by an acqui-
sition under the provisions
of Land Acquisition Act in
the interest ofthe public. As
per law, illegal structures in
the Sweepers Lane including
shops and establishment may
be dismantled and attached
for public purpose. All such
activities in the area are
operating without permis-
sions and licenses which are
supposedto be renewed from
year to year.

Pa‘iem (L) Jor Manik
Syiem in his book “Ka Jin-
giathuh Khana Pateng shap-
hang ki Syiemjong ka Hima
Mylliem (1830-1960)” wrote
that on the market day of
Mawlong, the original lew
Mawlong (Mawlonghat) of
the Shillong Municipality
Board (SMB) was located in
the present premises of the
Shillong Pine Mount School.
In 1913, the British Govern-

Outsider-Insider

Inary distinction sc

By Dr. S. Saraswathi

when local people begin to
realise that they are deprived
of chances of getting em-
ployment because of these
“outside” workers.Whether
or not they acquire merit and
skills necessary, they begin
to dislike*outsiders” as an
unwanted lot.

It is universally true that
as long as the services of

foreign workers are needed
in a country, whether it is low
level plantation labourers or
high-tech engineers, they are
accepted. But once locals
acquire necessary skills and
expertise, foreign workers
become targets of attack
physically or otherwise to
make their continued em-
ployment and stay abroad
difficult.

With the rise of regional
parties, many of them with
their roots in a State and
language, a strong need for
expressing “love for “locals”
has grown among political
classes as a “vote-catching”
strategy. In the “h”te politics”
spreading fast, accusation
of opponents from outside
the State as an outsider and
the local leader and politi-
cian as “sons of the soil’
has become common. It was
witnessed in the recent West
Bengal Assembly election to
prevent even entry of leaders
from outside the State for
electioneering.

The DMK in its election
manifesto promised to bring
a law to reserve 75% ofjobs
in companies setup in Tamil
Nadu for Tamils. Earlier,
the party had sought 90%
reservation for Tamils in
central government jobs in
the State. In 2019, the PMK
was for 80% private sector
jobs for Tamils in the State,
and wanted all State govern-
ment jobs to be reserved for
Tamils.

TheTN Government has
also introduced 7.5% reserva-
tion for government school
students, mostly locals, in
engineering courses.Nearly,
8,000 seats have been al-
lotted this year under this
quota. Oppositionto NEET
is for promoting local rural
candidates.

ment requested the Syiem
of Hima Mylliem, Syiem
Ron Singh to allot a land
in lewduh for shifting the
lew Mawlong of the SMB.
Syiem Ron Singh allotted a
land below lewduh for the
lew Mawlong. The Munici-
pality Board as a gesture of
gratitude sanctioned Rs.
8000 to Hima Mylliem for
development of lewduh. The
agreement of handing over
to SMB was signed between
the British Government,
Syiem Ron Singh of Hima
Mylliem and the Municipal-
ity Board in the year 1913-
14. The agreement was again
signed in 1954 between the
Assam Government, the Mu-
nicipal Board and the Syiem
of Hima Mylliem. In those
days there was a lane from
lewduh to GS Road, hence
Sweepers’ lane.

In 2007, employees of
the Shillong Municipality
Board were asked to shift
to their quarters constructed
in European Ward, Bishop
Cotton Road. Almost all of
them were ready to shift but
requested for completion
of water supply and proper
electrification including

Recently, there has been
a sudden interest in many
States to pamper locals who
matter most in State elec-
tions. One way to do this is
through offer of concessions
which in India translates into
reservation or quota in em-
ployment. A common argu-
ment given in many States is
proliferation of urban slums

due to increase in migrant
labour employed in the un-
organised sector for wages
lower than that of locals.

Migrant is a touchy issue
in Maharashtra where it's at
the core of Shiv Sena and
MNS politics. The parties
accused migrants o fspoiling
the Maratha culture. Accord-
ing to the Economic Survey
of Maharashtra 2019-20, the
number of migrants fjpm
other States stood at 3S.“13
lakh. Migrants who leftthe
State during Covid-19 stood
at 12 lakh with many Wait-
ing for their turn. They were
engaged in about 50 kinds
ofjobs.

Haryana Government
has reserved 75% of new
jobs with salaries below
Rs.50,000 amonth for locals
in the private sector under
Haryana State* Employment
ofLocal Candidates Bill. The
government also provides
incentives per person per
year to employers who hire
locals under the Haryana
Enterprises and Employ-
ment Policy 2020. In June
2019, Andhra Pradesh also
followed this, but it is not
yet implemented. In Mad-
hya Pradesh, the Congress
Government was consider-
ing a proposal to reserve
70% of jobs to locals when
the government fell. The
successor BJP government
is exploring the possibility
of reserving 100% of jobs
meaning appointing only
locals in government jobs.
Jobs for the “children of the
State” by applying the rule
of domicile has become a
popular slogan.

Jharkhand passed the
Jharkhand State Employ-
ment of Local Candidates
Bill in 2021. The cabinet has
also approved a proposal to

some minor repairs.

The proposed composite
flyover with traffic distribu-
tion included a sub-roadway
leading to Umshyrpi and
Them Bejoy. The MDA
Government may revive
the Project or a new project
by constructing a Shop-
ping Mall-cum-Multi storied
Parking lot in The Them lew
Mawlong Sweepers Lane
and turn it into a strictly
non-residential space in the
interest of the people of
Meghalaya and the Tourism
Industry.

Yours etc.,
W.L. Lyngdoh
Shillong-6

United in
disunited

Editor,

The theory of having all
regional parties united under
one banner or brand has been
floating every time before
an election happens and this
same ideological theory of
politicking continues once in
five years. What preventsi/the
regional parties from putting

reserve 75% ofjobs carrying
a salary less than Rs.30,000
per month in the private sec-
tor to locals.

The census of 2011 re-
corded a total of 5.6 crore
inter-State migrants in the
country.But, divergence be-
tween States is noticeable
with Kerala earning a repu-
tation several decades back
that there is no place on earth
where you will not find a
Malayalee. There is a village

in Kerala nicknamed Dubai
village where at least one in
every household is said to be
inthe Middle East.Intra-State
migrations from village to
town and between villages’are
more common in India than
inter-State. “Outsiders” avail-
able forwages lower than that
of “insiders”, are preferred by
employers thus creating anew
labour problem.

Anti-outsider sentiment
in workplaces is a universal
phenomenon. It works in Eu-
ropean countries, but between
countries and not within as in
India. One ofthe main reasons
for Britain to quit EU is loss
ofjobs for British subjects.

Growing anti-immigrant
sentiment is the cause of
tightening visa regulations
to prevent job loss to locals
in the USA.The question of
growing size of workforce
with work permits, that is,
green card holders, became
an election issue in the last
Presidential election.

To denote workers moving
within a country as “migrant
workers” in India to distin-
guish them from locals has
promoted a tendency to look
upon workers from another
State as “outsiders”. The
Indian Constitution grants to
all citizens freedom to move,
work, and settle in any part
ofthe country with provision
for essential protection to
local people in the North-
East. Therefore, to distinguish
employees as “insider” and
“outsider” is untenable.

The rule of “domicile”
may be an accepted factor
to encourage recruitment of
locals. By stretching it too
far, we will be creating ill-
will between States which are
already divided by linguistic
patriotism. — INFA

(The writer isformer Di-
rector, ICSSR, New Delhi)

up aunified stand under one
banner is because ofegoism,
and a self-centered approach
and ideological differences.
This is the stumbling block
to their unity. Therefore,
if we look at the current
bye-election in one con-
stituency we have a set of
regional parties supporting
the NPP and in another we
have two regional parties
cutting to size the NPP and
supporting one another. This
style of politics neglects the
core issues like unemploy-
ment, inflation, education,
health, environment etc. and
a host of issues which none
of the parties mention. So
as long as regional parties
do not speak on the same
wavelength it will be a tight
rope walk towards 2023 and
people aren't fools.
Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Yogi Aditvanath using sedition

to woo Hindu voters

must come out

clearly against this
Draconian Law

By Sushil Kutty

Sometimes the Supreme
Court says something of
great import and then leaves
it behind like it was a no ac-
count fleeting thought. Take
the archaic sedition law. Ear-
lier this year, the apex court
said it was time for India
“to define the limits of the
sedition law.” The Supreme
Court was speaking in the
context of media freedom.
Now, the Yogi Adityanath
Government has taken it in
the context of the outcome
of an India-Pakistan T-20
match.

The Yogi Adityanath
Government did not expect
a Pakistan victory. But Babar

Azam won and Viraat Kohli
lost. And three Kashmiri
students studying in an Ut-
tar Pradesh college couldn’t
stop themselves from cheer-
ing Pakistan’s victory over
India. The Yogi Government
slapped the sedition charge
on them and one Kashmiri
political analyst couldn’t
believe that sedition and
UAPA could be slapped on
Kashmiris for cheering a
Pakistan victory.

“What’s got into you
blokes? You cannot change a
long set mindset in just two
short years? So what if Ar-
ticle 370 has been abrogated,
you have to give them time,
point out to them the errors
of their ways,” he said on
TV. He is right. The youth
of Kashmir have grown up
cma diet of seeing army and
police fighting “Kashmiri
freedom fighters”, some of
them imported from Paki-
stan.

They also saw stone pelt-
ing in the streets. There’s
also the “Islam thing” and
it’s not easy to “grow up
Indian” given such surround

Their hostels are aghast.
All because of a T-20 match
and the “victory of Islam”
as a Pakistan minister and
a couple of Pakistani ex-
cricketers put it.

Question is didn’t the
Modi Government know
Pakistan is “enemy”? De-
mands were made that India
shouldn’t play the inatch,
not when “people” were be-
ing killed for their faith in
Kashmir and there was an
ongoing battle to death with
Pak-sponsored terrorists
in Poonch. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah did not

pay heed to the demands and
the next thing you know the
“enemy” had won!

Some Kashmiris cheered.
Now “sedition” and “unlaw-
ful activities prevention act”
have come into play. And
Yogi Adityanath saw an
opening. This close to the
2022 Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly elections, he would be
considered a political dolt if
he did notjump atthe chance-
to communally polarize.
Doesn’t matter if at the end
of the day sedition in this
case doesn’t stand a chance
in the top court.

It is the “now” that mat-
ters to the Yogi. His actionto
teach the Kashmiri students a
lesson ismoored in his crav-
ing to win a second term, es-
pecially when it looks dicey
that he will be able repeat
2017 in 2022. The Kashmiri
students should have known
better. But how could they,
when not even the Congress
saw Narendra Modi come to
power in 2014?

What did they expect
when they cheered and

"The youth ofKashmir have grown up
on a diet ofseeing army andpolice
fighting “Kashmirifreedomfighters ”,
some ofthem importedfrom Pakistan.
They also saw stone pelting in the streets.
There$ also the “Islam thing™ and it$ not
easy to “grow up Indian ”given such
surround sounds. Cricket did not help.

sounds. Cricket did not help.
It was quite “natural” for
"Kashmiri Muslims" to clap
and cheer a Pakistan victory
over India. They have been
clapping for years. Their
parents clapped and the
parents did not stop them
or warn them. It’s like the
celeb father who did not tell
his son that psychotropic
drugs do harm to both body
and mind.

The fact of the matter is
the Supreme Court should
have followed up itsthoughts
on “sedition” with proper
action. But the top court is
also human at its core. And
one of man’s weaknesses
is procrastination. Leave
things to a later generation,
which doesn’t do well to this
or the next generation. Also
it gives regimes like that of
Yogi Adityanath the fig leaf
ofpolitical advantage.

The three Kashmiri stu-
dents - two aged 20 and one
aged 21 - have been charged
with “sedition” and placed
behind bars. Their lives are
ruined. Their college-ing
is over. Their distraught
families are “begging”.

clapped, when they sang
Pakistan’s national anthem?
Clamouring for the restora-
tion of Article 370 is one
thing, but to clamour for
“Pakistan banega Kashmir”
at the time of an “Indian
debacle” is quite another. No
government at the Centre -
not even Congress or CPI/
CPM - would agree to hand
over Kashmir to Pakistan to
keep Kashmiris in humour!
Also, even Congress gov-
ernments at the Centre have
used the sedition law. It is
the UAPA slapped on the
students of Government
Medical College and the
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of
Medical Sciences (SKIMS)
which should be opposed.
UAPA is an anti-terror law.
Aspiring doctors and sur-
geons of GMC and SKIMS
did not know what they were
clapping their ways into!
Now, they can forget the
scalpel and the stethoscope.
It’s apity. Only the Supreme
Court or a change in govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh and
at the Centre can save them
from the rigours of UAPA
and sedition. (IPA Service)
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Crusader for Women Empowerment

Moushumi Dey of Women's College, Shillong underlines the contribution of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

wami Vivekananda had once said: “The best
S thermometer of the progress of a nation is its

treatment of its women.” A personality from
the pages of history who strove relentlessly towards
empowering girls and women during the 19th cen-
tury was Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar.

Despite facing a defiant orthodox traditional
society in Bengal, he continued to hold his ground,
challenging and reforming age-old 'customs and
traditions inimical to the social fabric of Bengal.
Throughout his living years this great educationist
and social reformer lived his life for the cause of
uplifting and advancing the marginalised sections
of society.

Among the many luminaries in India, Vidyasa-
gar’s name stands out like a bright shiny star that
illuminated the path of reform in the Indian society
of that period, freeing it from many of the social
tribulations prevalent then. The Bengal Renais-
sance was in-fact ushered in by the tireless efforts
of two sons of the soil - Raja Rammohun Roy and
Vidyasagar. Both played a pivotal role in the reform
movement by eradicating the restrictive traditions
that bogged down the lives of the people, especially
of women. If Roy relentlessly campaigned against
the evil practice of Sati, Vidyasagar ushered in the
process of change for the cause of remarriage of
child widows, ending polygamy, introducing female
education and improving the condition of the down-
trodden in society, particularly women.

Vidyasagar can best be described as one of the
pillars of Bengal renaissance who managed to con-
tinue the social reforms movement that was started
by Roy in the early 1800s. Vidyasagar’s greatness
also lies to the fact that he worked relentlessly
towards eradicating several ills prevalent in the
society despite facing severe displeasure towards
his reform measures from an orthodox caste-based
patriarchal society of Bengal of the period.

Born in Birsingha village of.Midnapore district in
Bengal on September 26, 1820, Vidyasagar received
much of his values from his pious parents, father
Thakurdas Bandyopadhyay and mother Bhagavati
Devi.

Despite his upbringing in poverty, he proved to
be a disciplined student who excelled in studies.
There are many interesting stories regarding his
brilliance and dedication as a student. It is said that
Vidyasagar as a child learnt English numerals by
following the milestones on his way to Calcutta. It
is also said that he used to help with the household
chores after school hours, and at night would study
under the street lamps to save oil for cooking the
next day! Besides Sanskrit, he helped himself learn
the Vedanta, Vyakarana, literature, rhetoric, Smriti
and ethics at Sanskrit College from 1829 to 1841.
His meritorious bent of mind earned him regular
scholarships and later, he took up a teaching posi-
tion in a school in Bengal’s Jorasanko to support
his family.

It was in 1839 that he earned the title of ‘“Vidyasa-
gar’ meaning ‘Ocean of Knowledge’ after he ex-
celled in a Sanskrit testing competition. The same
year, Vidyasagar cleared his law examination. In
1841 at 21 years, he joined the Fort William College
as the head pandit in the Sanskrit department. Soon
he became proficient in both’ English and Hindi.
After five years, in 1946, Vidyasagar left Fort Wil-
liam College and joined the Sanskrit College as
an assistant secretary. By 1851, he rose to become
the Principal of Sanskrit College and by 1855, he

“Education does not only mean
learning, reading, writing and
arithmetic, it should provide a
comprehensive knowledge.
Education in geograph}

literature, natural philosophy,
moral philosophy, physiology,
political economy, etc is very much
necessary. We want teachers who
know both Bengali and the English
Language, at the same time are free
from religious prejudices.”

assumed the responsibilities as a special inspector
of schools with additional charges and during this
tenure he travelled to remote villages of Bengal to
oversee the quality of education and realised the
lack of quality education especially among girls and
women, which he believed were the root.causes of
the perpetuation of several societal evils.

Vidyasagar thoroughly remodelled the medieval
scholastic system prevailing in Sanskrit College and
brought about modern insights into the education
system. The first change he made when he returned
to the Sanskrit College as a professor was to include
English and Bengali as the medium of learning be-
sides Sanskrit. He introduced courses of European
history, philosophy and science alongside Vedic
scriptures. He encouraged students to pursue these
subjects and imbibe the best from both worlds. He
also altered the rules of admission for students in
Sanskrit College allowing non-privileged students
to enrol in an institution where admission of non-
Brahmin students was considered a taboo.

To ease the learning system of the time, Vidyasa*
gar even wrote two books Upakramonika and Bya-
karan Koumudi, interpreting complex notions of
Sanskrit grammar in easy legible Bengali. He set up
training schools for teachers, enabling uniformity
in teaching methodology.

Vidyasagar was far ahead of his times when it
came to the question of empowering women and for
them to have the rightful place in society- At atime
when women’s place and position were strictly de-
marcated to domestic roles within the four walls of
the house, he realised that if society was tb be freed
from orthodoxy and rigidity, it has to be through the
tool of education and learning. He rightly viewed
education as the crucial way for women to achieve
emancipation from all the societal oppression. He
exercised his power and lobbied hard for opening
of schools for girls and even outlined suitable cur-
riculum that not only educated them, but stressed on
skill development to make them self-reliant through
the inclusion of vocations like needlecraft, etc.

Further, to convince parents about the vital need
of educating the girl child, he is said to have visited

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

door-to-door, requesting them to allow their daugh-
ters to be enrolled in schools. He opened 35 schools
exclusively for women throughout Bengal and was
successful in enrolling almost 1,300 students.

At a time when the birth of a girl child was
considered a burden, Vidyasagar singlehandedly
spearheaded the daunting task of educating girls and
women. He even initiated Nari Siksha Bhandar, an
exclusive fund to lend support towards this cause.
He impressed John Elliot Drinkwater Bethune,
the then President of the Council of Education in
British India to establish the first permanent girls’
school in India.

The Bethune School was established on May 7,
1849, with an initial enrolment of 21 girls, which
rose to 80 girls the following year. In order to dis-
seminate his ideals to a wider audience, Vidyasa-
gar contributed regular articles to periodicals and
newspapers. He continued to write a number of
books to educate the masses on the Bengali culture.
His lasting legacy remains with Borno Porichoy,
an elementary level book for learning Bengali al-
phabets, where he reconstructed Bengali alphabets
and reformed it into typography of 12 vowels and
40 consonants. He also established the Sanskrit
Press with an aim to produce printed books at af-
fordable prices.

Apart from his reforms in the field of education,
Vidyasagar was always vocal about the oppression
that society inflicted on women. He was very close
to his mother, a woman of great character, and en-
couraged him to alleviate the pain and helplessness
of Hindu widows, who were forced to live a life of
misery and abnegation. The widows were not only
denied basic pleasures of life but were marginalised
in society and often exploited unfairly and treated
as a burden by their family.

Vidyasagar’s compassionate heart made him take
up the miserable plight of the widows and soon he
made it his mission to improve the quality of life
for these vulnerable women. The going was not easy
for he faced raging opposition from the orthodox
elements of society. He challenged the Brahmanical
traditional ideologies and to convince then to stop

this evil practice, he even laid "bare before them the
sanction of widow remarriage as enshrined in the
Vedic scriptures.

But he realised that age-old traditional practices
can only be broken if there would be a law against
it. He took this issue to the British authorities and
after strong arguments for it, the Hindu Widows’
Remarriage Act, 1856 or Act XV, 1856, was passed
on July 26, 1856. Such was his personality that he
even set personal examples when in 1870 he got his
own son Narayan Chandra married to an adolescent
widow. Thereafter, the deplorable and pitiful status
of widows was ameliorated to a significant exient.
He was a man with exceptional strength of char-
acter and his unwavering courage made him stand
his ground towards ridding the Bengali society
of many evil practices resolutely despite facing
backlash. It was Michael Madhusudan Dutt who in
deep appreciation and gratitude gave the epithet
‘Daya Sagar’ (ocean of generosity) to Vidyasagar
for his selfless altruism. After decades of relentless
struggle towards reforming his own society, the
great scholar, academician and reformer breathed
his last on July 29, 1891, at the age of 70.

Today, Vidyasagar’s ideals and philosophies are
still upheld and revered by individuals, educational
institutions and organisations. One such educational
institution in Northeast India that has been follow-
ing his footsteps is Women’s College, Shillong.

Apart from other programmes, the annual Ish-
war Chandra Vidyasagar Endowment Lecture is
organised at this college since 2009 by the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell to uphold atid espouse the
ideals of this scholar par excellence to students,
academicians and the, citizens at large. This lecture
was held this year on September 25, coinciding with
the bi-centenary of Vidyasagar’s birth anniversary,
in a hybrid mode in the college auditorium and the
virtual platform.

Prominent academician Sugata Bose, Gardiner
Professor of Oceanic History and Affairs, Harvard
University virtually delivered a lecture on “A few
Pearls from an Ocean of Learning”. Prof Bose
highlighted the role Vidyasagar played and called
him “a champion of women’s education who broke
the inertia that plagued the Bengali language and
filled it with progressive momentum”. He said
Vidyasagar believed in the blending of eastern and
western concepts of education and in that manner
was rightfully areformist who broke the rigid code
of Bengali society by inculcating the essential ele-
ments of western learning.

As a befitting tribute to the great educationist, a
bronze bust of Vidyasagar sfculpted by Amiya Nimai
Dhara was inaugurated on the college premises the
same day. This is the great social reformer’s first
bust in the Northeast,

Very few born from humble background can rise
to the stature of Vidyasagar, to reform, transform
and leave their indelible contribution that even
after 200 years is remembered with pride, admi-
ration and gratitude. His pathbreaking efforts as
a torch-bearer of women’s education and their
empowerment are indeed worth emulating and can
guide our present-day women-centric policies and
plans towards achieving a more gender sensitive
and gender equal modern society.

Such was the aura of Vidyasagar that after his
death, Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore wrote:
"One wonders how God, in the process of producing
forty million Bengalis, produced a man!"

Prepping educators to go back to school

By Surabhi Goel

long with students, edu-

cators too. are looking

forward to the start of

physical schools and to
reunited with students and col-
leagues. Educational institutions
across India are gearing up to
welcome students back to campus
after nearly 19 months of virtual
classrooms. Educators too need to
prep for the transition, including
encouraging children while also
managing their own anxieties and
shifts. While the emphasis is on
planning for the reopening, the
following tips can assist teachers
for a hybrid learning model.

being

COMMUNICATION
IS THE KEY

Uncertainty feeds anxiety, and
the COVID-19 pandemic is rife
with it. While families will have
to accept some uncertainty, school
officials and educators may help
ease the transition by managing
collectively to communicate with
families regularly and explicitly
about the procedures for return-
ing to school. It is important
to have a blueprint to maintain
academic education and to ensure
that students have access to spe-
cialised services. To plan for the
return to school, teachers should
exercise regular communication
to apprise students and families
about academic standards such
as adjustments made at schools,
specific expectations for families,

Campuses reopen for students after 19 months of COVID-induced break

W ith schools reopening, children
may experience a new set of un-
expected feelings. Educators must
support children at this period
by identifying symptoms such
as irritability, mood changes,
physical problems, appearing
clingy, and becoming disturbed
or angry easily. During the first
week of school, educators must
spend a lot of time getting to
know the students to encourage
them to feel comfortable about
the transition. If they continue to
express anxiety or panic, listen to
them carefully and validate their
feelings; post which, the educa-
tors can recommend professional
guidance for the students.

SELF-CARE

Educators’ ability to help oth-
ers is constrained by their own
physical and mental health. Re-
member that being a teacher or
other school-based professional
is difficult - especially during
COVID-19, and they may be bat-
tling to stay healthy in the midst
of it all. Most crucial, make sure
to exhibit compassion to one-
self as well as others. Given all
of these changes, teachers may
need an extra break or two dur-
ing the day to regroup. School
staff should promote and ensure
that educators take time to care
for themselves while preparing
to help students. If teachers find
coping with these changes and
responsibilities resulting in sig-
nificant mental health issues, it
may be time to seek professional

upcoming plans, long-term plans,
and access to services and other
basic school services which stu-
dents and families depend on.

PLANNING SCHEDULE
M aintaining a regular sched-

ule provides a sense of control,
predictability, and tranquillity. It
also teaches children to respect
each other's needs for peaceful,
uninterrupted time alone and
to connect with school friends.

Considering minor details such
as how teachers will stand in the
classroom during the first lesson
or sharing with the students'
relatable experiences, as well
as coping skills, can help them

feel less alone and offer them a
roadmap for being comfortable.
Planning and creating a schedule
for the physical classes will help
the teachers be prepared for the
children.

VALIDATE AND HEAR

THE STUDENTS OUT
Remote learning has taken
a toll on the emotional, so-
cial, behavioural and academic
growth among some students.

help rather than attempting to
manage everything on their own.
(1ANSlife.)

(The author is CEO at Aditya
Birla Education Academy)
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ARTIFICIAL
MINI GLACIERS

Ice stupas bringing water to some of
the driest, coldest places on Earth

Sonam Wangchuk: The man who invented the ice stupa

laciers are not just spec-
G tacular indicators of cli-

mate change as they shrink
and disappear due to global warm-
ing. They are also, for many com-
munities, an irreplaceable source
of fresh water.

During the melting season in
summer, a portion of mountain
glacier surface releases water that
is essential to the ecosystem in
the valleys below, supplying vast
cities - and industries - in places
like South America and India.

But this meltwater is also
essential to many remote rural
communities for drinking water
and crop irrigation. These include
those living in the Ladakh Val-
ley, a beautifuL, 470km valley
sandwiched between the Greater
Himalayan and Karakoram moun-
tain ranges, and home to 300,000
people up to 4000m above sea
level.

These iconic ranges have an
abundance of glaciers, but large
areas also fall within the monsoon
rain shadow zone, which means
they are extremely arid, because

By PL Ajai Bhambi

rain is blocked by the mountains.
The Ladakh Valley is one of the
most arid and coldest mountain
regions in the world, with annual
rain and snowfall rarely exceed-
ing 100mm - little more than the
Sahara Desert - and winter tem-
peratures as low as -30°C,

Severe water shortages are a
fundamental issue for the people
who live in this cold desert. Their
existence'relies on the success
of their crops, which can only
be cultivated over a few short
months of the year, often irrigated
by diverted glacier meltwater.
However, climate change over
the past decades has meant that
glaciers in the region have been
shrinking, or disappearing alto-
gether at a worrying rate, thus
reducing the short growing season
further. .

An increasingly viable solution
to this problem is the construction
of ice stupas - artificial glaciers
built to store winter water for use
in the arid months of late spring
and early summer, when meltwa-

by engineer Sonam Wangchuk in
Ladakh, the idea is to conserve
this tower of ice as long into the
year as possible so that, as it
melts, it feeds the fields until the
real glacial meltwaters start flow-
ing again later in the summer.

BUILDING LOCAL
RESILIENCE

In a collaboration with Jawa-
harlal Nehru University in New
Delhi, our Cryosphere and Cli-
mate Change research group has
been -conducting a study looking
at 2,200 glaciers in the wider
Ladakh region. We’ve found that
86% have experienced a rise in
the height of the snowline of
around 300m over the past 42
years. This rate has increased to
almost 10m a year over the last
two decades.

Combined with drier winters,
this situation has led to frequent
and extended droughts, which are
now threatening life-sustaining
crops in rural communities. Un-
surprisingly, entire villages have
already been abandoned, or will
be soon.

The wider issues can only bere-
solved through the action of gov-
ernments and society as a whole,
so many hopes are pinned on
positive outcomes from COP26.
But any solutions to augment
the limited, and now declining,
glacier-derived meltwater could

ter is scarce. Invented in 2013 ’help guarantee a sustainable fu-
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ture for these communities.

Locally, ice stupas offer an
answer, or at least a partial way
to offset the effect of shrinking
glagiers in the short term. Using
basic and inexpensive techniques,
a conical structure of wood arid
steel is bijilt and then gravity,
rather than electricity, is used
to bring water diverted from a
nearby streams during the rainy
season,'an<J sprayed this into the
air like a fountain.

The sub-zero temperatures
quickly freeze the water into the

conical structure, so that a mass
of ice begins to grow. The end
result has the same high, narrow
dome-shape typical of Buddhist
shrines, hence the “stupa” part
of the name, which slows down
subsequent melting because the
surface area exposed to the sun
and warm temperatures is mini-
mised.

When the warmer, arid growing
season arrives, the lower altitude,
streams quickly dry up and there
is little water available again
until June when the glaciers pro-

(SEVEN)

vide meltwater again. It is in this
crucial window that the ice stupas
start melting, offering an invalu-
able source of water for irriga-
tion early in the growing season,
extending the cropping season
by a few weeks - which makes
all the difference in this extreme
agricultural environment.

Constructing artificial ice re-
serves is not new, but in the past
these were built in less efficient
shapes and much higher up the
mountains, making them difficult
to manage. Now, these ice stupa:s
are built next to where the wa-
ter is needed most, right on the
outskirts of villages, near their
fields. (The size and shape make
them particularly efficient, inex-
pensive and easy to maintain, and
they are able to produce millions
of litres of water each year.

We’re now hoping to explore
how stupas can best be used to
tackle this problem. Our [project]
is still in its infancy and more
work is needed to improve some
technical aspects.'These include
finding further sites both in the
Ladakh region and other parts of
the world, ways to avoid water
freezing in the supply pipelinesm
and how best to distribute water
to the many villages and other us-
ers. By establishing a long-lasting
collaboration with local ice stupa
teams and research colleagues, we
hope to provide some of the solu-
tions. (The Conversation)

Career opportunities
related to Cities

By Ranjan K Baruah

eople move from rural areas
P to urban areas for better op-
portunities like livelihoods
and other facilities. Until 2009,
more people lived in rural areas
than in urban areas. Today, around
55 per cent of the world’s popu-
lation lives in towns and cities,
with the level of urbanisation pro-
jected to reach almost 70 per cent
by 2050. Much Of the growth in
urban populations will take place
in Asia and Africa, especially in
China, Indi;a and Nigeria where
the fertility! rates remain high.

There is ;no doubt that cities
should be encouraged to inno-
vate and experiment, and also to.
learn from <one another in order
to achieve isustainable develop-
ment. Citiejs worldwide are in-
creasingly Isuffering the effects
of climate-ifelated disasters, such
as floods, droughts, sea level rise,
heatwaves, landslides and storms.
At least 130 port cities with over
one millioji inhabitants around
the world ~re expected to be af-
fected by coastal flooding and
the one billion people in urban
informal settlements are particu-
larly at risk.

We are talking about the chal-
lenges but: at the same time it
brings carper opportunities for
young people who are interested
to work for the positive devel-
opment and change in cities.
Creating more sustainable, eli-
mate-resilijent societies involves
addressing a range of issues
including poverty reduction, en-
suring basic services livelihoods,
the provision of accessible, af-
fordable and adequate housing,
investing in infrastructure, up-
grading informal settlements and
managing ecosystems. Success-
ful, well-governed cities greatly
reduce climate-related risks for
their populations.

We should be aware that the
United Nations General Assem-
bly designated 31st October as
World Cities Day, by its resolu-
tion 68/239. The Day is expected
to greatly promote the interna-
tional community’s interest in
global urbanization, push forward

cooperation among countries in
meeting opportunities addressing
challenges of urbanization and
contributing to sustainable urban
development around the world.

Sustainable Development Goal
11, which formulates the ambition
to make cities aid human settle-
ments inclusive, safe, resilient
and sustainable - underlying the
relevance of UN-Habitat’s mis-
sion. Inequalities in cities have
grown since 1980. The world's
largest cities are also often the
most unequal, and this year’s
theme is embraced by the action
and implementation of the New
Urban Agenda, which is putting
the topic of inclusive cities as
one of the main pillars for the
urban shift.

When it comes to careers and
job opportunities for sustainabili-
ty then the options are urban plan-
ners, architects, city designers,
social workers, communicators,
urban managers, sociologists,
etc. There are different options
which need experts like engineers
or planners like architects. When
we look at the perspectives from
people then we need more social
workers like experts on reducing
urban poverty, ensuring accessi*
bility for physically challenged,
enhancing economic activities
for city dwellers who are mostly
financially marginalized.

Urban planning graduates play

a key role in managing and de-
veloping the places we live in to
make them safer, more sustain-
able and healthier. Environmental
scientists and experts help in
design and planning cities that do
not affect the urban ecosystems.
Aspirants with a Master in Social
Work or Development Studies or
Sociology may work to eradicate
urban poverty to make cities more
inclusive by engaging themselves
as social experts or social workers
or development workers.

Let us make our cities as
hubs of innovation and human
ingenuity — and potential cen-
tres for transformative action to
implement the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. Cities must be
climate friendly with less carbon
emission which brings oppor-
tunists for climate_ experts. The
theme of this year’s World Cities
Day, ‘Adapting Cities for Climate
Resilience’, comes at a time when
cities must be more resilient than
ever before. Cities have been
epicentres of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and are on the frontlines of
the climate crisis and this brings
opportunities for aspirants with
qualifications and skills.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can
be reached at bkranjan@ gmail.
com or 8473943734 for further
details)



