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e could discern a hawk visually in the
distance hovering in the sky, waiting to
swoop down on its prey. With pairs of wings

So far Astronauts have luxury to move in space.
But now richest people in the world can also travel
in space for leisure, while billionaire Richard
Branson barely flapping in his own supersonic
spaceplane ‘Virgin Galactic Flights” on 11th July

spreading over the ground, birds remain airbatievey50 miles altitude experienced three Gs of

quickly flapping their wings even we wondered, how
a small raptor can soar and glide over us because
birds knew how to let the wind do the work. Human
beings every so often felt inferior to

birds while observing them fly in the air.

It’s just fascinating to watch thousands

«of a starling flock flying in the spec-

tacular evening sky with most dazzling

displays that murmuration has cheered

up everyone.

The curiosity to fly in the air finally
made Wright Brothers to succeed in
1903 through a propeller engine'. Later
Jet engine made possible for non-stop
long distance travel to the other corner
of the world. But an airplane can’tjust
fly into space since it can fly because
of air. Large planes can fly as high as
about 7.5 miles. The air gets thinner
the higher we go.

But Rocket engine helped flying in
space. It does not neerd outside air to
lift them as it works for the basic laws
of nature ‘Newton’s third law’. It says
for every action theTe is an equal and
opposite reaction. Most Rockets use
high-speed gases that come out of the burning
rocket fuel pushing the rocket up into space where
there is no air. NASA put the boundary above 50
miles as space.

Yuri Gagarin successfully landed on Moon in
1961 reaching at an altitude of 19< miles. The In-
ternational Space Station (ISS) has been orbiting
our planet since 1998 at an altitude of 250 miles.
Space Shuttle Columbia, travelling 190-330 miles
above sea level, suffered a disaster in 2003 that put
a stop gap for human exploration into space. Yet
scientists are planning for Mars, Jupiter Mission
in the future.

force. After a week on 20th July, Amazon founder
Jeff Bezos blasted off inside Rocket into space at 3
times the speed of sound reaching 63 miles above

the earth in his 3 minutes of.weightlessness and
flight out of the atmosphere.

Their goals for commercial space flight are simi-
lar. Branson rocketed into space by a YSS Unity
Spaceplane with pilots and crew members from the
Spaceport of American launch site in Mexico. The
SpaceShipTwo detached from its mothership and
dropped momentarily before its engine screamed to
life and the vehicle swooped upward. Pilots guided
the spaceplane through a spiraling descent, and
landed on the 12,000-foot-long runway. The flight
lasted an hour. Richard enjoyed live-streamed in
their trip as they floated free from their seats.

Words For Children

forming negative beliefs from the
outside world.

For example if a child is bul
lied and hears things like ’You
are good for nothinglor "You are
a loser', he might start believing
in those things. But if at home he
is using positive affirmations like
I am worthy, | am secured then it
can definitely help in his overall
confidence. We all have our mo-
ments of self doubts and fears and
that's okay.

The problem is when we keep
repeating these statements and it
becomes a part of our beliefs.

PROCESSING EMOTIONS

Kids who have a more positive
outlook are generally happier and
better equipped to handle stress.
Affirmations not only boost self-
esteem and promote a growth
mindset, but they also help combat
intrusive negative thoughts. Ifyour
child is prone to negative thinking,

By Puja Gupta

aking care of your child's
I emotional growth has never
been more important than it
is today, owing to the pandemic.
There are numerous tools readily
available and.easy to teach so kids
can learn and practice affirma-
tions. Affirmations are positive
statements that are encouraging
and motivational. Kids can receive
positive affirmations from others,
like their parents or teachers, and
they can learn to use them when
they talk to themselves or think
about things.

Inspired by her one-year-old
son, Mumbai-based momtrepre-
neur, Amrita Aswani, a long-term
practitioner of positive affirma-
tions and Founder of Summer
Stories, recently released her first
book called 'A to Z Affirmation &
Wellness book for kids'.

She speaks to us about how

creating a healthy habit of posi-
tive self-talk, and using affirma-
tions on a daily basis can empower
your child, and boost their self-
confidence.

BUILDING
SELF CONFIDENCE

As important as it is for parents
to encourage, support and love
their children, it is equally impor-
tant for children to learn to create
these feelings within themselves.
Children learn their behaviour from
their environment, and the rewir-
ing of their brains from various
experiences in life. Affirmations
are an effective tool to keep them
in a positive direction and directly
help them with their inner self-
confidence.

BREAKING
SOCIETAL PATTERNS
Bullying is one major factor
which plays an important role in

never fear! We can train our brains
to think more positively.

POWER OF
REPETITIVENESS

Children need to hear over
and over again what makes them
unique. They are now competing
against aworld where social media
and media in general is sending
them the message that they aren't
good enough, so it's important
they learn to be their own cheer-
leaders.

INCULCATING THE
HABIT OF JOURNALING
The book that | have written is

more of a personal journal for ev-
ery kid. Journaling is a great way
to know how you are feeling and
what you are thinking. | am sure
there are many parents out there
who want to teach their kids how
to think positively and believe in
their capabilities. (IANSlife)

While Jeff was sent in a Capsule mounted on top
of a rocket from -Blue origin’s West Texas launch
site. The flight, lasted about 10 minutes. Capsule
mounted on top of a rocket called New Shepard
Spacecraft. The name is for the memory of NASA
astronaut Alan Shephard, the first person from the
US traveled to space in 1961 in his first Mercury
flight that was a rocket booster and a capsule. Af-
ter liftoff, three parachutes deployed on the ‘Blue

Origin’ crew capsule to slow it down for landing
as It descended back to Earth.

The race for space travel has finally begun. The
ticket prices haven’t been revealed by Jeff for
Commercial Space Flights beginning from 2022,
but Richardson fixed at $250,000 (about Rs 2.2
crore). Both companies hope that the market will
support economies of scale and lower prices down
the road for affluent travelers. Common people
can only dream about that million-dollar price tag
on that product. Incidentally about 600 tickets are
already sold at $300,000.

With high cost and involving safety concern

reliable and affordable modes of long-distance

rains in India are special and are one of the most
I transportation. Despite all the great things that

with space travelers, an abort system has been in-
tegrated that can get away from the rocket, if there
is a malfunction or can shut it down and glide'to
a landing, if there's a problem on spaceplane. As
history witnessed, Astronaut K&Ipana Chawla along
with six. crews died in 2003 in Columbia disaster,
when it disintegrated over during its re-entry into
the Earth's atmosphere.

Isn’t it a really beautiful thing to be hovering,in
space and looking down at our plaiiet
earth as experienced by two space
travelers recently? What makes it’s
worthiness to spend a huge ticket»for
luxuries to make an once-in-a-lifetime
journey to space? ;

The amazing things for space travel-
ers are to experience weightlessness,
feeling extremely light, while escaping
the. force of gravity at earth orbit and
able to perform astronaut tricks such
as flips or spins. They can also look
out the window, assuming they havea
window seat. They can see the entire
planet like god’s eye view-of seven con-
tinents of the world, where few people
have ever had a chance to see it. The
mountains, including the Mount Ever-
est could be the wonder of the sight'.

Travellers can also take pho<oS,
selfies with earth, but what I suggest,
they shouldn’t waste their preciousfew
minutes in space for getting earner”™'to

focus, unless they have been hired by a magazine
or newspaper where travel operator will surely take
many photos of them in space. The most impotent
thing is to book it in advance. So that youefrn
proudly display your status being such and sufcii
profile of space traveler. ,
Unlikely this writer is not in that race in vi®
of the face that space travel is not my cup of tea,
however I’m keeping my finger crossed that thfeye
will be a market for the extravagance of the space
travel. | suppose, many Indians might have alreMy
felt a wistful longing for that space journey.
(The author is aformer Air Warr-tpr)

Journey
on ralls

nature's best sights for almost 145 kms. This jourhey
is recommended, especially after the monsoon sea$en,
as you get the added treat of viewing the vibrant®ed
of the clay soil. %.

Kanyakumari to Thiruvanaathapuram *

This route is a testament to the fact that great things
come in small packages. This is probably the shortest
train route on the list, yet it holds no comparison to
the sensory experience it can provide. It takes you
through lush coconut groves and the best view of,the
bewildering, Tamilian and Kerala architecture. You
will'be constantly surprised at the grandeur ofithe
temples and the uniqueness of the Keralite churches
throughout the journey.

they offer, one factor stands paramount: the unpar-

alleled scenic beauty that we experience during the
journey. A window to the unmarred beauty of nature,
and even the briefest glimpses make a train journey
exciting. Dinesh Kumar Kotha, Co-Founder & CEO,
Confirmtkt, shares a list of five Indian journeys by
rail that one should never miss out on:

Kalka to Shimla on The Himalayan Queen

It can be best described as a 96 km dream journey.
Started in 1903, this train transports you through
102 tunnels and 82 bridges. You also get to experi-
ence the steepest rise in altitude. For five hours, you
are immersed in scenic beauties that are primarily
showcased in Indian cinema. You will be travelling
upwards till you reach Shimla, and there you get to
gape at the stunning beauty that Pine and Oak trees,
valleys, and an abundance of rhododendrons provide.
This journey has been a UNESCO World Heritage
Site since 2008, and the picturesque treat it provides
justifies the honour.

Vasco Da Gama to Londa

Much like the explorer, its derived name, this
journey is explorative. From Goa to Karnataka, you
get to witness the unique environment that Goan
villages showcase. As the journey proceeds and you
glide across the Western Ghats, you bear witness to
the most breathtaking views of the Western Ghats and
its picturesque waterfalls. You get to treat yourselfto

Matheran Hill Railway

This train is truly special when it comesto *his-
torical relevance. The train tracks were laid down by
Akbar Peerbhoy somewhere between 1901 to 1907.
It is also the only remaining heritage railway in Ma-
harashtra. While on the train, you get to explore the
tranquillity of nature for about 20 kms on the narrow
gauge rail lines. Combined with the desolate ambi-
ence, the view is both eerie and exciting and genuinely
a definite thing to experience.

New Jalpaiguri to Darjeeling on The Toy Train

Unlike its name, the train is very much real, and
ajourney on it can be fascinating. The tiny steam-
operated train moving at a speed of 12 km/hr takes
you through an immersive journey. In 7 hrs 15 mins,
you get a chance to view dense forests, bountiful
tea plantations and experience travelling the spiral
at Agony point. This journey is best taken during a
clear day, as you get to see the snow-capped tip of
Kanchenjunga.

Trains are an engineering marvel, and the routes
listed above are guaranteed to provide you with an
amazing experience. The glimpses of extensive farm-
lands, astounding hill regions, lush flower beds, and
the calming presence of still river water can produce
a surreal effect. So next time if you're thinking of tak-
ing a break from the rut of daily life, consider these
journeys. (IANSlife)
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By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe

ollowing a massive dip in
F cases after the second wave,
travellers are all set to pack

their bags and get back to travel
in the coming months. The travel
industry has witnessed a surge in
bookings and queries recently,
with people keen on resuming their
travel plans after being cooped up
in their homes for over a year.

The rise in travel and tourism
over the years has made a lot of
destinations popular, however,
travellers always yearn to discover
new places as the thrill of exploring
an unknown, undiscovered destina-
tion is unparalleled. In addition to
this, consumer behavioural change
is expected as travellers are likely
to opt for unexplored destinations
to avoid massive crowds amid the
pandemic.

Check out this list of least
explored places across the world
curated by EaseMyTrip.com:

FAROE ISLANDS,
DENMARK
The Faroe lIslands, located in
the chilling waters of the North At-

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

lantic Ocean sandwiched between
Scotland and Iceland is an unex-
plored paradise. The untouched
archipelago along with the striking
views of mountains stretching in
every direction brings the wilder

side of the Danish kingdom to the.

fore. With its rugged coastlines and
pristine waterfalls, Faroe Islands
is also home to natural wonders
that could truly be explored on an
old fishing boat. The capital city
of Tershavn is picturesque with
eighteenth-century churches, mu-
seums, and rows ofbrightly painted
houses. The Island also houses
some good spots from where travel-
lers can view the Northern Lights
in all their glory.

DOMINICA ISLAND

A hidden island country in the
Caribbean, the Commonwealth
of Dominica is adorned by lush
greenery and scenic beauty. The
topside landscape is perfectly com-
plemented by the beautiful oceans
and striking reef formations, which
makes it an exciting diving spot.
Nicknamed as 'Nature Island of
the Caribbean', Dominica is home
to the second-largest hot spring in

‘Star-Gazing’

the world, the Boiling Lake. The
Morne Trois Piton National Park
and Emerald Pool Waterfall are
sqme .of the other key spots where
people can indulge in adventure
activities such as trekking and
rappelling. The island is also rich
in marine diversity with several
species of Cetaceans, making the
island an ideal destination for
whale-watching.

MADAGASCAR

Madagascar is truly one of the
most unique islands and is con-
sidered to be the most bio-diverse
place on earth. Floating off the
coast of Mozambique, this one of
its Kind islands is renowned for its
vibrant wildlife, lush forests and
vibrant coral reefs. An estimated
80-90 percent of Madagascar's
wildlife and fauna is so unique
that it cannot be found anywhere
else in the world. From lemurs
and rare bird species to colourful
chameleons and humpback whales,
the country is a wildlife paradise
like no other. While it is rich in
wildlife, Madagascar's layers of
history and a blend of cultures as
well as its beautiful beaches are
surprisingly diverse. The island's
unique landscape enables travellers
to indulge in adventure activities
such as diving, surfing and rock
climbing. Since the past few years,
there has been a growth in airline
routes to the region resulting in
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Moon conjunct Uranus on your solar return chart and It is going to give favorable
results for the whole year. You will become very active and will finish your job with
ease. Your colleagues will also give you full support and cooperation. You will
suddenly get promotion in your job. You will also take a major decision to expand
your business in partnership or collaboration. Your financial position is going to
be good. You will also get money from somewhere. The favorable placement of
planets increases the benefits and your fame will also increase. You will work veiy
hard. You will also look after your family elders well. Even your health is going to
be wonderful. You will have a pleasant relationship with your spouse/partner.
You will be having plans to go on a short trip with your family for fun and relaxation

you will enjoy.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You will not deviate from your objective. And will take life as a
challenge. You will be burdened with responsibilities in your
job/work but will not feel tired. Your tasks will get completed
within specific time frame. You will also focus on your internal
strength and need not look outside for support. You will have
gains in business. Your financial condition is going to be good.
You will work hard and use your entire efforts in earning money.
You will give maximum time to your family. It will benefit you a lot
and you will come close to your near and dear ones. You can
also enter into new love ties leading to marriage. You will spend
money on luxuries, vehicles, jewelry and house.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)

It is going to be a hectic week for you. Your work load will
increase. You will also get opportunities to rise in your job/Work.
Along with this, your importance will also increase. You will have
good working relations with your seniors. And your colleagues
will give full support to you. You will remain an enigma wrapped
in mystery for others. But you will be full of kindness and empathy.
You will also help those in need. You will be much loved too. New
woik will come to you. financially you will manage to do well.
Your budget will remain under control. You will get support from
your spouse/partner. Love mates will have an amazing time. You
will be concerned about your family.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

KM .
AU [ty

The time is very benefic and favorable. You will be able to
achieve a tot with in a very short time period. This is the right time
to fulfill your interests. You will enjoy good bonding with your
seniors. You will also make contacts with new people. And will
have total control on your business. With your good sense and
intelligence you will find a solution to your problems. You will be
able to balance your work and family life. Success will be yours.
Your confidence will enhanfce. You will enjoy good time with
your spouse/partner. You will also remain fit and fine. There can
be a new addition to the family, that will give you a lot of
happiness. You will make all efforts to increase your wealth.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22)

It is a very specialweek for you. You will do something new and
will be under no tension. You will be easily able to complete your
work with the assistance of your colleagues. You will also have
financial gains. You will also have interest towards spiritualism
and will perform noble deeds. You will have many wealth giving
and auspicious days. Your prestige will also increase. You will
- have new job/business offers. Your communication skills are
going to be second to none. Those who are unmanried will get
good marriage proposals. You will also like to go to a peaceful
placeamidst nature to seek some solace. You will be artistic and
imaginative. You will also be traditional and fulfill your desires
and will also enhance your knowledge.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)

You will have financial gains. You will receive new payments.
And will also sign new contracts/orders in your business. Those
who are unemployed will get new job opportunities. You will
also see a major improvement in your life. You will get support of
people around you. You will thus do every work carefully, with a
lot of determination and on someone's advice. Newly weds will
be able to understand each other properly and also take care
of each other. Students will be engrossed in preparing for their
job interviews, examination etc. Those who are unmarried will
receive marriage proposals. You may become important for
someone all of a sudden. Your self confidence will be high and
you will not deviate and will also keep on doing your work.

Virgo: (August 24- September 22)

TWf

These are prestige enhancing days. Your financial condition is
going to be strong and stable. You will also perform your job
efficiently. Your confidence is going to be high and you will be in
total command of situation. You will be able to influence others
by your words and actions. Your social life will be active. You will
get involved with a person working in your office. You will be able

Sagittarius:) November 23 -

to look after your parents very well. You will be ambitious, but
people will still praise you. Those appearing for competitive
exams will get lot of success. Your time will be great. You will do
prestigious work in politics, society and community. Your name
and fame will rise. This is an auspicious time for you.

Libra: (September 23- Libra 23)

Time wiH be'satisfactory. Your financial condition is.going to be
strong and stable. You will make progress in your job/business.
You will also implement new ideas and will take decisions with a
cool mind. You will also win praise of your colleagues. You will
try to balance your professional and domestic life. Now is the time
to pay attention to your family needs too. You will be busy with
family work. You will also introduce new schemes in business
and get opportunities to increase your profits. You will also get
an economic advantage. Your relations with partner will get
better and better. You will have the power to understand people
better. '

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

It is going to be a pleasant week. You will work haid, and the
results will be as expected. New job possibilities are looming
large on the horizon. You need to grab them with both hands.
You will also solve all your misconceptions. Success in political
work will be achieved. Your popularity will also peak. There is no
looking back now. Your children will make progress in their work
field. From their side you will get happiness. Your marital life will
be full of bliss and joy. Purchasing some innovative items may be
positive. Your mental and physical ability will improve. You will
come dose to your family members.

December 23)

The beginning and end of the week is going to be particularly
good. You will make new contacts and have good gains. Your
financial condition will keep getting better. A special person will
come in your life all of a sudden leading to a warn and fulfilling
relationship. You need not take unnecessaiy risks in your job.
You will be worried about the family Issues. You can get trapped
in any trouble. The colloquial position between the father and
son will remain. It is time to intrpspect-and think deeply about your
life in general and how you want to make progress further. You
will make efforts to take care of children's career. Students will
focus on their studies. You will also be involved in a wedding
program. You will have satisfaction in job.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)

It is going to be a wonderful week for you. There is going to be
a possibility of business development. You will plan a major
expansion in business. You will make progress in your job.
There will be a feeling of satisfaction in your professional work.
You will enjoy good bonding with your boss. You will get huge
success in government related work. All the career related tasks
will gain momentum and the new work will also be planned.
Success will be with you. In the decisions related to career or
business, take advice from seniors. Peace and happiness will
prevail at your home. Your mate will be a source of inspiration.
You will come closer to someone very dear.

Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)

Time is gold and you will value it now more than ever before. You
will take slow but sure steps to rise in your work. Your personality
will radiate and you will be able to leave a mark on others. Your
enemies will fear you. You may receive an invaluable inherit-
ance. Your legal disputes will get resolved. And you will be at
your manipulative best but you will be diplomatic too. You will
enjoy a wonderful marital life. Husband and wife will share
amazing bonding. Peace and harmony will prevail at home.
Your work will be completed very successfully and easily. The
work you used to think very difficult would seem too small. There
would be arrival of a new person in your life. You will be
attending a party or ceremony.

Pisces: (Febmary 19 - March 20)

You will be enlightened in your efforts to change your destiny.
Time and tide wait for none. You will feel a lot more comfortable
with positive developments taking place in your life. You will get
good news from everywhere. Relationship between wife and
husband will be loveable. Your health will be fine. Your financial
gains too are showing an upward trend. You will get benefits
from all sides. The relationship between father and son will
become sweet. You will perform noble deeds and will engage
yourself in social work. You will make great efforts and will be
successful in accomplishing top position in any competition. In
the matters related to love and romance, you will get success.
Students will work hard. You should work wisely and carefully on
many subjects.

swifter travelling options. So,
make sure that you figure out your
travel options from EaseMyTrip.
com before you decide your itiner-
ary in this serene island.

MATERA, ITALY

Renowned for its ancient cave
dwellings inhabited since the Pa-
leolithic period, Sassi di Matera
is fascinating as its history dates
back more than 30,000 years. The
"Sassi" is considered as one of the
most unique landscapes in Europe
and was named a World Heritage
Site by UNESCO. Referred to as
the second Bethlehem, the charm-
ing city was the setting for Mel
Gibson's movie The Passion of
the Christ. The stunning churches
of Matera, which dates back to the
Middle Ages, are carved out from
calcarenite rock and filled with
vibrant and delicate murals. Most
of the hotels and restaurants in the
city are made from refurbished
caves, and the city also provides
travellers with a unique experience
of staying in a cave hotel.

BOA VISTA, CAPE VERDE

Although a majority of Africa is
covered with the Sahara desert, the
continent has some hidden gems in
the form of a small archipelago in
the Atlantic Ocean. One such island
country is Cape Verde, a group
of ten islands. One of the islands
here, Boa Vista, is an untouched

gem with its pristine landscape,
dreamy beaches, sea turtles, and
villages surrounded by the magnifx-
-cent Atlantic waters. The Parque
Nacional do Monte Roraima is a
national park'in the city that has
unique monuments and sights, in
addition to hiking trails. The region
is also known for its sand dunes and
moon-like landscapes in the Viana
desert. The city is diverse as it has
a few low mountain ranges as well,
however, the city is primarily for
travellers who wish to take a break

(SEVEN)

from their busy lives and enjoy the
sun, sea and serenity.

Magnificent architecture, scin-
tillating beaches, lush green forests
the world hasn't fallen short of
destinations that remain to be ex-
plored. Curiosity is the only thing
that will drive you away from the
hustle of the cities to broaden the
horizon of inquisitiveness. More
importantly, as we look to recoup
from the second wave of the deadly
pandemic, it is imperative to priori-
tize one's health. (IANSlife)

Trafficking

By Ranian K Baruah

ne of the crimes against
O humanity is the human traf-

ficking. The global report
and data says that in 2018 about
50,000 human trafficking victims
were detected and reported by 148
countries which means trafficking
is a global issue and it has affected
millions of lives around the world.
50 per cent of detected victims
were trafficked for sexual exploita-
tion, 38 per cent were exploited for
forced labour. The sad part is that
female victims continue to be the
primary targets as women make up
46% and girls 19% of all victims
of trafficking. The tragedy is that
globally, one in every three victims
detected is a child. The share of
children among detected traffick-
ing victims has tripled, while the
share of boys has increased five
times over the past 15 years.

The data compel us to think
about what we have done with the
issue. Well, trafficking in persons
is a serious crime and a grave
violation of human rights. Every
year, thousands of men, women
and children fall into the hands of
traffickers, in their own countries
and abroad. Almost every country
in the world is affected by traffick-
ing, whether as a country of origin,
transit or destination for victims.

This year’s theme of World Day
against Trafficking in Persons
which is observed on July 30,
puts victims of human trafficking
at the centre of the campaign and
will highlight the importance of
listening to and learning from sur-
vivors of human trafficking. The
campaign portrays survivors as key
actors in the fight against human
trafficking and focuses on the cru-
cial role they play in establishing
effective measures to prevent this
crime, identify and rescue victims
and support them on their road to
rehabilitation.

Readers might be wondering
why | am talking about trafficking
in the career column. Well, the
intention is to link career against
human trafficking. There are op-
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porttinities to work against human
trafficking in different parts of the
world. Preferred academic qualifi-
cation would be Master in Social
Work / Development Studies or
Post Graduate degrees in Social
Sciences. The preferences would be
of course coming from social work,
sociology or psychology. There
are many organisations apart from
government departments which
are engaged in the issue. There are
organisations which are focused oh
advocacy and campaign apart from
rescue and counselling.

To join credible national or in-
ternational organisations academic
qualifications is essential but to
start one's own organisations one
may not come from the above men-
tioned subjects. But social work
and social science is preferred. One
must have effective communication
and other employability skills if
they want to work in the field of
ending human trafficking. Aspi-

rants who are willing to work with .

United Nations agencies should
have language skills like knowing
UN languages like French, Span-

ish, etc apart from English.

Job profiles or activities may
be doing awareness programmes,
designing campaigns, rescue of
the victims and then working with
them for their sustainable future.
Different governments are also
supporting programme against
human trafficking as we know
that it is one of the crimes against
humanity. The victims of traffick-
ing are always poor people who
have to struggle for food and other
needs. Taking up a career in this
field means also doing one of the
greatest services towards humanity.
There are people who are contribut-
ing to end human trafficking but if
we take it up as career means we
can do many things professionally
apart from following our passions.
Young people who want to con-
tribute against human trafficking
may contact yours truly for further
details.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and may be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@gmail.com)
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Mamata’s push for power

THE winner is one who makes a try. With the
image of Prime Minister Narendra Modi suffer-
ing a dent in recent months, those aiming for the
PM’s chair in Delhi are getting restive. Maratha
warhorse Sharad Pawar tested the waters and
receded to the background, while West Ben-
gal’s Chief Minister Mamata Baneijee was in
the national capital this past week, pushing her
favourite cause ofuniting the non-BJP Opposi-
tion in order to grab power in Delhi in 2024. It
involves a lot of ground work and efforts must
start in right earnest. The massive victory that
Baneijee has accomplished in the West Bengal
assembly polls this year has obviously added to
the confidence ofthe diminutive chief minister
to revive her Delhi agenda. However, onthe flip
side, the ground situations have changed. Her
previous clout in Delhi was the strength of the
Trinamool Congress in the Lok Sabha, it hav-
ing won 34 out of the 42 LS seats in the state
in 2014. Prima facie; it is unlikely she can win
more than half the LS seats from Bengal in a
future election. For, there is a strong polarization
in the state between her party and the BJP.

At the same time, if the TMC ties up with
the Congress and the Left, the party can win
at least 30 seats. This is seen as a reason why
Baneijee had, in her Delhi visit, chosen to meet
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi after a stand-off
lasting many years. Else, she was keen on keep-
ing the Congress away from an anti-BJP alliance
out of a possible fear that the PM post will be
appropriated by Rahul Gandhi. Known for her
fighting spirit, she is capable ofhard bargaining.
Thebtfter Opposition leaders are mindful ofthis.
What could also play spoilsport for Baneijee is
the rise of MK Stalin in Tamil Nadu. While he
is not interested in the PM’s post in near future,
he has made it repeatedly clear the DMK would-
like Rahul Gandhi to be the PM choice. He car-
ries with him 38 ofthe 39 Lok Sabha MPs from
the state in a virtual sweep in 2019. The rival
AIADMK is perishing, as is seen from the as-
sembly poll results this yea-too. Also, regional
satraps like Naveen Patnaik and Chandrashekar
Rao are unlikely to support Baneijee. So would
tiie Shiv Sena in Maharashtra that has an alliance
with the Congress to run the government. For a
viable anti-BJP opposition, the Congress must

lead from the front.

| etters to the Editor

Walk the talk

Editor,

As an ordinary and con-
cerned citizen, | have ob-
served that a series of talks
at the high level, have been
taken place between Me-
ghalaya and its counterpart
Assam right from the past
till the present time. How-
ever, these talks fail to see
the light of the day, as the
talks remain talks with no
solutions in sight till date.
The border issue has been
lingering for decades now
and itwill be a sad state Ofaf-
fairs for our state to celebrate
its 50th year of statehood
next year given the present
circumstances. During the
UPA regime, the states of
Assam and Meghalaya were
both led by the Congress
Government. It was expected
then that the Government of
India would resolve the bor-
der dispute at the earliest but
to no avail. Looking at the
present scenario, the Gov-
ernments at the centre and
the states are the same and |
hope this time around, there
will be sheer political will
and seriousness on their part
to resolve the border dispute,
which has been persisting for
a number of years now.

It is high time that this is-
sue is resolved amicably, be-
fore tensions startto rise and

flare up, as seen inthe border
betweenAssam and Mizoram
recently. Lastly, our Govern-
ment must at least protect our
people in the borders and
walk the talk this time around
otherwise the border issue
will continue to appear in
the election manifesto ofthe
different political parties in
our state who actually forget
about it the moment they are
elected.
Yours etc.,
Terrence Thangkhiew
Via email

Sorry state of

waste in Jowali

Editor,

Jowai - my treasured and
well-beloved town is the
same town that my friends
and | had the most cherished
and memorable childhood. |
am always proud to dissemi-
nate light about my town by
engaging in conversations
about our Pnar culture, the
close relationship we share
with our land and environ-
ment and how close are to the
river banks where we would
leisurely spend our time,
clear our minds and not to
forget the famous culture of
picnicking with families and
friends. TTiis romanticism of
an ideal Jowai town has gone
astray after the recent events

Henry Ford

In Meghalaya till date
waste is considered a trivial
subject, something that does
not need due consideration
and 'waste management is
still considered unimportant.
In spite of the fact that the
Solid Waste Management
Act 2016 is a law now, yet
the government is not giving
it the attention it deserves.
Buthow longthe government
can overlook the important
concern when the same is
being recognised as a major
urban issue the world over.
In Meghalaya the problem
has now reached rock bottom
particularly, in Jowai town.

Some months ago the
Jowai Municipal Board had
to abruptly stop the collec-
tion of garbage from the
homes of people and waste
started to appear at almost
every nook and comer ofthe
town. The reason is residents
of the town have no other
option but to dump rubbish
at every available space and
waste mounds emerged in
many commercial areas of
the town. This became an
eyesore and it has also dam-
aged the good reputation of
the town which this govern-
ment has planned to develop
as a smart town.

But this is not a problem
ofMeghalaya only. India like
any other developing country
is' literarily getting buried
under mounds of garbage. It
is estimated that the country
is generating more than 1.50
lakh metric tonne (MT) of
solid waste every day. It is
also estimated that about
15,000 MT of this garbage
remains exposed every day,
and this results in almost
55 lakh MT of solid waste
disposed in open areas every
year. Approximately 90 per
cent (1,35,000 MT per day)
of the total amount is coir
lected waste which is a major
contributor to pollution. It is
also reported that only 20 per
cent (27,000 MT per day) of
the total collected waste, is
processed and the remain-
ing 80 per «en]tXI, 08,000
MT per day) is dumped in
landfill sites.

Study also indicate that in
India in normal sized towns
each person produces 300 to
400 grams ofsolid waste per

"person per day. In cities like

Delhi and Bombay the figure
increases to between 500 to
800 grams per person per day.
Further, the average com-
position' of domestic waste
produced by each household
can be broken down to: 10%
Glass, 30% Paper/Cardboard,
9% Metals, 3% Textiles,
4% Plastics, 23% Vegetable
Waste, 21% Dust, Cinders
and Miscellaneous.

In India, based on the
population of the different
towns and cities, the census
department ofthe country has
categorised urban India into
six tiers. Taking 2011 census
as baseline and according to
the census report, there are
three megacities holding a

that are trending inthe media
in which viral images and
posts show the mountains of
waste that keep on piling up
daily. Recently, a widely cir-
culated meme, “From smart
town to sma town”, which
has gone viral, directly paints
the incapacity of our local
representatives (MLAs and
MDCs) to tackle waste man-
agement. This however is not
limitedto the waste managers
at the government level but
we the residents are equally
respOnsible,as well.

It is shameful that we, as
the residents of Jowai, who
are overly conscious about
keeping our homes clean
and polished, lack the civic
culture of cleaning what is
beyond our home boundaries
(with a few exceptions).

A pnar analogy: da sarom
dauwa peitiau wa eit, a situ-
ation which roughly trans-
lates to the ‘spectator feeling
more uncomfortable than
the defecator’ is negatively
impacting the residents, es-
pecially the localities around
Tympang club, Mynthong
and Ladthalaboh.

To be fair, we are yet
to internalize the concept
of waste management and
reduction. A simple example
is what we witness often -
people disposing waste from
the window of a moving car.
This act of ignorance and

an urban nightmare

By HHMohrmen

population of 10 million (1
crore) or more. There are 53
urban agglomerations with
a population of one million
(20 lakhs) or above and 468
towns with a population of
100,000 (1 lakh) and above as
per 2011 census. Population
of Shillong according to 2011
census is 1.43 lakhs while
that of Jowai is 28,430. And
as per information collected
from staff of the Jowai Mu-
nicipal Board, on an average
the town generates approxi-
mately*60 tons of waste per
day. Now the important ques-
tionisandwhere is this waste
being disposed off?

The town’s impasse with
the waste that it has gener-
ated reached its nadir when
the JMB was stopped from
dumping waste at the landfjll
located at Mupyut village.
The protest led by pressure

groups and the local com-
munities adjacent to the site
has since then prevented the
garbage collectors of the
Board from dumping waste
in the site. Interestingly,
the land where the garbage
dumping ground is located
belongs to the Jafitia Hills
Autonomous District Coun-
cil and the Jowai Municipal
board had an agreement with
the council in August 2017 to
use the landfill for 20 years.

Ironically, now eVen the
JHADC has no place to dis-
pose the waste produced
from lawthymme which is
the council’s own market.
And hy the way markets is
the subject of the District
Council hence all the markets
in.the district as per the Sixth
Schedule ofthe Constitution
are under the jurisdiction
of the Councils. The matter
becomes more complicated
because all the markets inthe
lawmusiang area are techni-
cally under thejurisdiction of
the JHADC and the council is
duty bound to deal with the
waste generated from these

idiocy majorly contributes
to the piling tip of these
wastes. Hence, we should
learn and appreciate from
the silent changemakers who
pay heed and take ownership
through small but impactful
acts such as picking, plastic
wastes during their morning!
walks; the few that choose
to keep plastic wrappers in
their pockets or bags and wait
till they get home to dispose
them of. These responsibili-
ties may not appear as if one
can change the world, but
it is definitely a big step in
bringing about change in the
way we think and the air we
breathe.

Now, the ultimate concern
is how toeget rid of all the
stock of wastes that are ly-
ing around the whole town,
which in turn is capable of
adding fuel to the fire in light
of the current pandemic. It
is about time that we the
residents under the leadership
of local headmen, leaders/
representatives in the legis-
lature, district council and
the concerned departments
collectively combine our ef-
forts taking into account the
seriousness of the issue and
go back to the days when

. Jowai used to be a pristine

glory.
Yours etc,
Chenmiki Laloo
Via email

markets. They question is
why is the JHADC washing
its hand over this important
issue?

Jowai has one MLA and
four MDCs Andrew A. Shul-
lai Jowai Central, Saron Pas-
wet Jowai South, Bright Star
Chyrmang Jowai North and
Lakhon Dkhar Khliehtyrchi
Sohmynting. Sadly, all the
local representatives of the
people have failed them.
The MDCs do not consider
it their duty to see that the
Council honours the agree-
ment it had with the Jowai
Municipal Board and ensure
uninterrupted disposal of
waste. Except for Andrew
Shullai all the MDCs are part
of the Executive Committee
headed by the CEM Thombor
Shiwat and the MDCs have
done precious little to help
ease the problems facing the

people of the town.

At some point oftime the
Administration at the District
level made an arrangement
to dump the waste collected
from Jgwajl at Marten in
Shillong. Even this arrange-
ment had to be stopped be-
cause ofthe protest from the
local community. It is also no
surprise that Jowai Municipal
Board is already facing a
plethora of problems. The
Board’s staffs including the'
garbage collectors have for
the many years now not
received their salaries due
to them. And even ifthey do
receive their salaries it’s after
agap ofmany months. Sadly,
in spite of that, the MDA
government in its wisdom
has appointed a Chairmanto
the Jowai Municipal Board.
What is the Chairman going
to dowithoutthe government
conducting the election to
elect the members of the
Board? Or is he goingto be a
one man army who will take
the problem-ridden Jowai
Municipal Board out of its
misery?

Odisha - A

Govt that cares

Editor,

It is praiseworthy that
Puri, the temple town in Od-
isha has set an example for
othertowns and cities in India
in providing fit to drink tap
waterto people. In addition
to being drinkable, the water
is available 24x7. Further, the
water level is measured and
every bill is collected. Water
quality is properly monitored
and. displayed. A commu-
nity management system that
employs women’s service is
functioning efficiently for
this purpose. This scheme
will be extended to every
municipality in the state in a
phased manner.

Puri’s success stoiy will
certainly inspire administra-
tors and political leaders. It
is a fact that many deadly
diseases are contracted by
drinking contaminated wa-
ter. By providing pure tap
water the administration is
not just protecting people’s
health, it is also showing
the importance of functional
governance.

Contaminated drinking
water, especially tap water
is a symbol of poor standard
of living. Pure tap water, on
the other hand, demonstrates
a high standard of living.
Contaminated water and

The different dorbar
chnong continue to support
the board by collecting fees
to pay for collection of waste
from the households in their
respective localities. But will
they allow this government
to squander people’s hard-
earned money like this? Who
is going to pay for the Chair-
man’s perks and the salary of
his st Ifthe Board can afford
to appoint a Chairman, then
obviously it is financially
sound. Now is this not a case
of the government trying to
appease its supporters at the
cost of the Jowai Municipal
Board?

It may also be reminded
that in Shillong few years
ago a new waste disposal
and segregation ofgarbage at
sourcewas initiated as a pilot
project in some localities of
the capital. Unfortunate it is
not known if the system con-
tinues today or the public are
not aware of the outcome of,
the project. Evenifthe project
had- failed it would be inter-
esting to study and learn from
the mistake that was made
when itwas implemented. So
whathas the Shillong Munici-
pal Board learnt fromthe pilot
project? Sadly the outcome
of the project was not made
public. It is now obvious that
solid waste management is
still a distant goal and the
towns and cities of the state
still have a long way to go to
reach the goal ofthe Act.

Withregards to waste gen-
erated from Jowai, the imme-r
diate need is to locate a new
landfill to dump the town’s
waste. It was suggested by a
friend from abroad that the
government use the waste

.generated to close the aban-

doned coal mines in different
parts of Jafitia hills. Exhaust-
ed coal mines especially those
using box cutting method are
ideal for dumping waste. It
will be a case of shooting two
birds with one stone when
waste is dumped into the
exhausted coal mines which
are not only a threat to the
environment but open mines
are also a threat to humans.
* And another immediate
solution to the problem is,
the SM Act 2016 which also
provides an opportunity for
using waste as Refused De-
rived Fuel (RDF). RDF canbe
used in industrial boilers as a
supplementto fossil fuels and
the state already hais many
cement plants which canuse
waste as RDF. It is said that
about 25-30% of household
waste is suitable for conver-
sionto RDF.

The government only
needs to rethink ways and
means on how bestto dispose
ofwaste generated especially
from towns and cities. The
JMB issue may serve as an
eye-opener for the govern-
ment in general and the De-
partment of Urban Affairs
in particular in how it can
best deal with the waste that
people generate.

hhmohrmen67@gmail.
com

poor sanitationresult intrans-
mission of diseases. Also, it
leads to malnutrition, morbid-
ity and mortality. It causes
loss of days of work, affects
education and productivity.
Providing consumable water
and food to people shows a
government’s commitmentto
protection of people’s health.
Such functional governance
must be transferred to other
sectors so that the general
standard of living will im-
prove. Failed services lead
to unnecessary expenditure.
Failure ofgovernment servic-
es make people seek private
services and they are forced
to pay for other expenditure.
If government services work
properly, people would en-
tirely depend on them and a
large amount ofmoney could
be saved. Further, public
places are littered with plastic
bottles. It adversely affects
the environment. By provid-
ing pure tap water, mineral
water and plastic could be
dispensed with.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Violence:

(SIX)

and
Thinking

beyond the Binaries

By Prof. H. Srikanth

Following the unfortunate
firing incident at the Assam-
Mizoram border, where some
police officers of Assamwere
killed and several others
injured, we see conscious
attempts by vested interests
to whip up communal pas-
sions, within the region and
across the country. Public
opinion is clearly divided
based on locality and com-
munity identities. If you
are a non-tribal person in
Assam, or in any other part
of India, you tend to believe
the view that the crisis is
because the hill states in the
northeast are predominantly
Christian and are infested
with anti-nationalswho dont
believe in the Constitution
of India. But if you belong
to an indigenous tribe from
any of the hill states of the
northeast, you assume that
Assam is against the tribal
states and the people from
the plains, especially the
so-called Bangladeshis, are
trying to devour their lands.
Hence the only way to protect
tribal lands is to organize on
community lines and take
up arms against the potential
land grabbers. | view both
these perspectives as biased
and ill informed.

Fortunately, | worked in
Assam as well as in Me-
ghalaya. While in Silchar,
I observed provincial Ben-
gali nationalism directed
primarily againstthe Govern-
ment of Assam, but I did not
get the impression that the
people in the Barak valley
as a whole are against the
tribals or other nationalities.
Several tribal and non-tribal
communities co-exist in the
Barak valley, and the eth-
nic clashes between them
are rare. The Barak Valley
people are the victims of the
Partition which was thhist
upon them, withouttheir ever
sasking for it. Following the
Sylhet Referendum of 1947,
several Bengali Hindus from
the erstwhile East Pakistan
migrated to and settled inthe
Barak Valley inthe first three
decades after independence.
But in recent decades one
hardly findsthe Bangladeshis
coming in large numbers and
settling down in the Barak
valley. As such, there is
no truth in the rhetoric that
Assam is trying to grab the
tribal lands for accommodat-
ing the illegal Bangladeshi
migrants.

Similarly, there is no sub-
stance in the vicious cam-
paign going on in national
and social media, painting all
hill tribals ofthe northeast as
anti-nationals and insurgents,
and that this violence in the
hills is because ofthe growth
of Christianity, or because of
Article 371. Tlie Mizo Hills
has no doubt experienced
insurgency during the mid-
sixties and the seventies,
but it had nothing to do with
Christianity. Barringthe Na-
gas, most hill communities
in the northeast voluntarily
accepted to be a part of the
Indian Union. The consti-
tutional guaranties given to
some ofthe hill areas are the
outcome of the recognition
of the historic specificity of
the hill communities, and
not because of any appease-
ment policy of Nehru, or
the Congress Party. The
hill states like Mizoram and
Meghalaya are among the
most peaceful states in India
today, Over the years, most
Nagas realize the need to be
part of India. Although one
sees occasional inter-ethnic
tensions in the hill states,
there is no substance in the
campaign that all non-tribals
in the hill states are insecure
and are the passive victims
of reverse racism. Over the
years, the hill states have
witnessed the rise ofrational
voices who respect ethnic
differences and advocate the
need forpeaceful coexistence
of different communities.

As such no community
or state - tribal or non-tribal
- is inherently bad or ag-
gressive. If so, why do we
see border clashes every
now and then, between As-
sam and the bordering hill
states? The answer, | think,
lies in differing perceptions
ofterritorial borders and land
rights. The people in the
plain areas of Assam, which
was under the direct rule of
the British earlier and then
became a part of the Indian
Union, subscribe to a legal-
istic civic conception of land

and territorial borders. They
view land rights in terms of
the rights of the State, or as
individual propertyrights. In.
contrast, the hill communi-
ties, which were left almost
unadministered during the
British rule, and continued
to have legal immunities :
even after independence,
look at the issue of land and
territory from community
perspective. Here lanH does
not belong to the State, or
even to individuals, but to
the clans and communities to
which they belong. Even if
the land is cultivated by indi-
vidual families, they cannot
part with it to the State or
to any outsiders without the

®consent of the community.
The borderlines that the gov-
ernments draw on the map
make little sense to them, if
they contradict their com-
munity perceptions.

Whenwe have competing
conceptions of the idea of
territorial borders and land
rights, there is bound to be
contradictions. But how do
we resolve the differences?
On©may condemn the Mi-
zos for the firing incident,
*but One should also ask what
was the need for sending
a big police contingent in
the first instance? Was it
necessary at all to send the
arned police to deal with
the Mizo peasants? If the
‘Mizos had transgressed into
the territory of Assam, the
Assam government could
have brought it to the notice
of Mizo government and
settled the matter through

. negotiation and mutual co-
operation, involving the
representatives ofthe bofder
communities on both sides
of Assarii-Bangladesh bor-
der. Ifthe governments and
the state leaders have shown
maturity, this firing and the
death of the police coul
have been avoided. M |

Whathappened was trag-
ic hut what followed the.
incident is worse. Instead
of dousing the passions*
the governments and politi-
cians started supporting their
respective police/people’s
actions, an4 accusing the
other party, people started
identifying themselves with
the police, governments and
politicians of their states,
‘and taking communal stancr
es against the, other. The
regional and national media,
most of them with their
uninformed understanding
of the region, Entered and
added fuel to the fire. Taking
this*as an opportunity, some
national jingoists and com-
munal forces in the country
have started campaigning .
for abolition of the Article
371, the Sixth Schedule and
the Inner Line Permit, and
began appealing to the Prime
Minister to deal‘with the
hill states the same way, he
and his party had dealt with
Kashmir. Without under-
standing the wider implica-
tions, sometribal activists in
the region have also started
defending and advocating
violent means to settle dif-
ferences with Assam,

It is high,time the people
of the north-eastern states
rise above communal and
regional passions. In the
long run, they do not serve
the interests of any peoples
- tribal, or non-tribal. The
idea of teaching a lesson
to the other would take us
nowhere. The use, or threat
ofuse of force on both sides
should be avoided. It’s time
we realize that the lives of
the people ofthe north-east-
ern states are interconnected.
All ofthem are in some ways
connected to other states
within the region and algo
to people outside the region.
Hence, while it is good to
think of protecting immedi-
ate local interests, it is also
necessary to develop awider
perspective to look at border
eproblems and issues. We
should not blindly trust and
support the governments,
politicians, parties and me-
dia, for they have their own
interests and compulsions.
Let us hope the irrational
passions subside, and the
people ofthe north-eastreal-
ize their common interests
and destiny; resolve their
differences through negotia-
tions, and work unitedly for
a better future.

(The writer teaches at
NEHU: Email: hskant@
gmail.com)
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Health workers in distress

NO one knows for sure how long this pandemic
will continue. Government and other institutions
are concerned with the rising Covidnumbers and
the daily death toll due to Covidl9. Before the
second wave is over we are told the third wave
is approaching and tension is already building
up. So little is known about the virus even now
but the socio-economic wreckage it has inflicted
globally leaves a trail of destruction. Scientists
and health practitioners are still groping. Every
day is a new day. No one, not even the wisest
soothsayer can tell for sure when “normalcy”
as itwas known ituntil 2019 will return. In this
attempt to provide healthcare to Covid patients
those who are forgotten are the health workers.
From doctors, nurses to ward,boys and cleaners
engaged in hospitals and health care centres they
are at breaking point. Some that are mentally
strong are holding out but many others have
arrived at a pointwhere the stress iskilling. The
daily confrontation with Povid patients leaves
the health workers exposed to the virus. Many
have carried the virus home and transmitted it to
their family members. Itis impossible for health
care workers to remain in isolation every time
they attend to a Covid patient.

During the first Covid wave the Government
was providing isolation centres for health work-
ers so that they don’t endanger their families.
Hotels and guest houses were used. But these
facilities cost money and the special Covid funds
were evidently not sufficient to meet Covid-re-
lated expenses this second phase. While private
hospitals might be able to provide the necessary
isolation centres for their doctors, nurses and
other staffworking in Covid wards, the problem
is with government and missioh hospitals. They
have limited resources to provide the additional
wherewithal to their health workers. But the
pandemic is taking a huge toll both physically
and mentally and health workers are feeling
the stress. It would be wrong to surmise that
health workers have no fear ofthe virus merely
because they know more about it than the lay
person. The fears are real and health workers
need empathy. Theyneed toknow thatthereisa
de-stressing centre where they can recover from
the anguish ofdeath and disease which they wit-
ness up close and personal. They need a break
from duties for a couple of days and the least
that the state can do is to provide this therapy at
a place with a rejuvenating ecosystem. Any of
the Orchid facilities would be a great getaway
for de-stressing and recovering from fatigue.

Letters to the Kriitor

Church
abandons
abandoned

women?

Editor,

This is a reflection on
Albert Thymiang’s article,
“Stan Swamy’s death—time
to look within” (ST July 13,
2021) and his observation,
“the image from the mirror
is the silence of the Church
on social, political and eco-
nomic issues affecting the
less privileged.”

In this context | would
like to question or rather ex-
amine the role of the church
in our state relating to one
major problem confronting
our society today and that
is the increasing number
of abandoned women with
children and with no child
support system, especially
for those living below the
poverty line; an offshoot of
unregistered marriages.

In conversation with sev-
eral Pastors who were as-
signed to administer church-
es in the rural areas of the
state particularly in the Khasi
and Jaintia hills, they admit
not only about the preva-
lence ofteenage pregnancies
among under-aged girls, but
also many cases ofabandon-
ment of their live- in rela-

tionships with no financial
support from their partners
and leaving these women
with children that are open
to exploitation. Toadd to this
problem, many households
in the villages have large
families with about eight
or more children and when
faced with abandonment and
poverty, this vicious cycle
continues.

When asked if the church
is proactive in trying to ad-
dress this problem, they ex-
pressed their limitations and
helplessness.

The Supreme Court in
2005 and the Meghalaya
Government too had ex-
pressed the need to have a
law on Compulsory Registra-
tion of Marriages to protect
the interest of such women
with children. This resulted
in the passage ofthe Megha-
laya Compulsory Registra-
tion of Marriage Act in 2012.
But sadly this very important
legislation which had been
unanimously passed is not
given the priority it deserves
for its’ implementation by
both the authorities con-
cerned and the Church.

But when it is “time to
look within”, is it not the
moral duty of the Church
with its reach and influence
right downto the village lev-
el through their educational
and religious institutions

Oscar Wilde

Pegasus snoopgate: Why

Long before Narendra
Modi held sway, there were
the omnipotent Nehru-Gan-
dhis. In his book, ‘Open
secrets, India intelligence
unveiled*, former Intelli-
gence Bureau joint director
MK Dhar writes of how
Indira Gandhi ordered the
snooping on her daughter
in law Maneka Gandhi. He
also reveals how the Rajiv
Gandhi government was spy-
ing on president Giani Zail
Singh’sto the pointwhere the
president decided to conduct
all personal meetings in the
Rashtrapati Bhavan’s verdant
Mughal Gardens and not in
his office. So why then the
fuss argue BJP supporters
over unverified allegations
that the Modi government
was hacking mobile phones
using Israeli spyware? Be-
cause not only is the ‘what-
aboutery’ in this instance a
lamentable alibi that rational-
izes possible illegal acts but it
fails to recognize crucial dif-
ferences between snooping
then and hacking now.

There is little doubt that
the Indian state has always
been a ‘snoop-state’: if the
massive network of intelli-
gence agencies were notuse”
for political surveillance,
how would many of their
officers justify their very
existence? Inthe mindset of
most Indian prime ministers,
with the odd exception, the
enemy doesn't just lie out-
side the borders but within
their immediate neighbor-
hood. The extreme paranoia
that comes with great power
means that supreme leaders
are inherently mistrustful of
those around them. This is
as true of the Indira power
playbook as itis that ofModi.
But there is a qualitative and
quantitative difference be-
tween snooping in the Indira
years and the Modi era. This
is an age when surveillance
is more extensive, audacious
and tech-sawy: net-net, the
invasion into individual pri-
vacy is far greater than ever
before.

In a previous time, the
tracking was limited in scope:
the fjasoos’ (detective) as-
signed to follow a target was
a visible entity who could
be held accountable when
caught out. If a landline was
bugged, a few conversa-
tions might be recorded but
it wasn’t a 24x7 trail. But
now, when the smartphone
is an intimate and inseparable
extension of mind and body,
the dangers of hacking the
phone suggests a near total
compromise of a person’s
life and work. And with a
shadowy,military graded
Pegasus-like technology in-
filtrating the phone in real
time, where does one even
begin the process of fixing
accountability.

The ongoing investigation

to create an awareness , for
both members of their faith
and those outside, about the
drawbacks and illegality of
teenage marriages and also
the importance ofregistering
all marriages? A proactive
Church will go a long way
inreversing this presenttrend
which will have a positive
impact on the progress of
our society and our state in
the long run.

To conclude, a friend of
mine from the Sikh commu-
nity who had observed the
Maitshaphrang Movement’s
campaign for the Meghalaya
Compulsory Registration
of Marriage Act, once told
me that this law is not really
necessary in the Sikh com-
munity because their culture/
tradition and their religion
makes it mandatory that all
marriages in their community
should be registered. Perhaps
we have a lesson or two to
learn from this progressive
community.

Yours etc.,
Michael N. Syiem,
Via'email

BJP leader’s

arrogance

Editor,

The recent comments of
the BJP National Gen Secre-
tary, Mr Arun Singh, during

By Rajdeep Sardesai

suggests that around 300
Indian ‘persons of interest’
might have been ‘potential’
targets. Butwho is to say that
this was not a more scaled
up operation where many
more people were under
the hacker’s gaze. Truth is,
even one person’s phone be-
ing hacked unless there is a
compelling national security
threat involved constitutes
a prima facie unlawful act.
When the scale reaches the
point that it allegedly cov-

ers political rivals, union
ministers, journalists, judges,
human rights activists, dip-
lomats, businessmen, even
scientists, then thereis reason
to believe that it isn’t just
individual privacy rights that
are being violated but that
constitutional democracy
itself is being disfigured.
Andyet, the Modi govern-
ment has chosen to brazen it
out with barefaced denials
and a refusal to even debate
the issue in parliament or or-
der a probe. Why? Primarily
because a brute parliamen-
tary majority has convinced
the political leadership that
their dominance can’t be
challenged and any noise in-
side parliamentisn’t going to
have an echo effect outside it.
The absence of greater civil
society indignation suggests
that a large section of the
Indian citizenry ‘normalised’
hacking by almost disregard-
ing its likely consequences.
Never before has the ‘chalta-
hai’ attitude been more inap-
propriate since it reveals a

his visit to Shillong, smacks
of downright arrogance cou-
pledwith complete ignorance
of the situation prevailing
here. The electorate of Me-
ghalaya does not need any
goading from people who are
hell bent on destroying the
‘very idea of India’.

Mr Arun Singh needs to
keep his tongue in check
for 2024 is less than three
years away and the manner
in which how poorly India
is being governed, the BJP
is not going to get 303 again.
In fact the people of India
may wish the party ,‘Ciao’
for in the last seven years
Indians have indeed become
poorer and all our dreams of
a ‘S trillion dollar economy’
have gone up in smoke and
yes , frankly there’s nothing
to write home about about its
seven year rule. Absolutely
nothing!

Yours etc.,
Tyrone D’Brass
Tura.

NEP 2020

needs traction

Editor,

It has been a year since
the Government of India
launched the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020. It
is hoped that the NEP 2020
would reshape the future

disturbing willingness to
acquiesce in governmental
actions which, if proven
true, reveal a criminal abuse
of power.

It is this numbing of the
collective conscience of a
timid Indian middle class
that the Modi government is
counting on to tide over the
Pegasus crisis. At one level,
the passivity reflects the pre-
occupations of a majority
of the population: in an ex-
traordinary period of Covid

and economic hardship, a

hacking controversy may

notresonate for over-stressed

minds. Somebe”rthe-nghtJ
to privacy doesn’t seem to

register as strongly as other

personal freedoms.

At another level, the re-
sponse mirrors the hyper-
polarisedtimes inwhich pub-
lic opinion is more sharply
divided and partisan than
ever before. With prime min-
ister Modi being elevated
into a cult-like figure by his
vast army of supporters, any
criticism of his leadership is
instantly targeted as ‘anti-
national’. The nationalistic
fervor aroused by arelentless
propaganda machine drowns
out all contrarianvoices. Not
surprisingly, Team Modi
have described the hack-
ing allegations as a ‘“foreign
conspiracy’ by left wing
organizations designed to
derail government function-

"ing on the eve of a monsoon

session of parliament. Noth-
ing could be more preposter-
ously illogical: why would

of education. It is bound
to make radical changes in
education and bring about
progress of the country. The
NEP is expected to make sub-
stantial changes inthe higher
education sector. Transfor-
mative ideas in higher edu-
cation include promotion
of world-class education,
multidisciplinary and lib-
eral education, expansion of
higher education system and
creating the environment for
research.

The NEP lays emphasis
on the service of outstand-
ing faculty for promoting
high quality teaching and
research, high quality gover-
nance and enlightened lead-
ership, academic freedom
and institutional autonomy.
Additionally, public funding,
performance-based incen-
tives, internationalisation are
also focus areas. Ever since
the NEP was launched in July
2020 efforts have been made
to create awareness about the
policy. Asthe stakeholders
are diverse with different
views and interests, the im-
plementation of the NEP is
faced .with several challeng-
es. Several factors affect-
ing its implementation have
been identified. There must
be a collective and unified
approach towards its imple-
mentation. A comprehensive
design must be developed for

IS Modi In denial?

a French-based NGO co-
ordinate a global expose into
spyware hacking across 45
countries simply to coincide
its revelations with India's
parliamentary cycle?

Truth is, the Modi gov-
ernment knows that a court
monitored investigation could
lead to further embarrassment
by exposing the nature of
state surveillance under its
rule.Which might explain
why the government has tied
itself in knots in its parlia-
mentary interventions while
staying away from answer-
ing a central question: did it
have any contractual dealings
with the Israeli company on
Pegasus? Any admission on
this key issue would amount
to virtually conceding that
government agencies were
guilty of unlawfully hacking
phones in contravention of
the provisions of the Infor-
mation Technology Act. The
IT minister has claimed in
parliamentthat India’s official
procedures do not allow for
‘unauthorised’ surveillance.
This assertion is entirely dis-
ingenuous : can any country
claimthat clandestine surveil-
lance is not part of its intel-
ligence gathering set up?

Moreover, the very idea
of being subject to any form
of institutional scrutiny ap-
pears anathema to the Modi
government whose Big Boss
style of functioning has been
marked by aresolute defiance
of established procedures for
political accountability. This
is a government that refuses
to accept that oxygen short-
ages led to Covid deaths,
insists there was no migrant
crisis last year, maintains
the economy is on track and
jobs are being created, rejects
proofof Chinese border intru-
sions/Why then should itnow
choose to debate the hacking
charges in parliament, or
indeed, agree to any judicial
‘oversight?Pegasus was, .after
all, a mythical winged horse.
Perhaps, in the imagination
of the government and its
cheerleaders, snooping and
hacking too are mythical
concepts.

Post-script: Long before
Delhi 2021, there was Gan-
dhinagar 2008-09. Then, as
revealed in my book 2019:
How Modi Won India, top
Gujarat IPS officers were
called in by the state home
minister for atop secret demo
of an upgraded Israeli ma-
chine that could eavesdrop on
all mobile conversations. We
don’t know for certainwheth-
er the spyware being shown
was Pegasus and whether it
was finally procured, but the
then home minister of Gu-
jarat, Amit Shah, is now the
country’s home minister.

(The writerisseniorjour-
nalist and author. Mail:
rajdeepsardesaiS2@gmail.
com)

its implementation. Monitor-
ing and leadership at differ-
ent levels such as political,
education ministry, regulatory
bodies,subject based coun-
cils, state higher education
councils, state higher educa-
tion departments, Association
of Indian Universities and so
on are required for its imple-
mentation.

The NEP envisions to
build the foundations ofa new
India based on a knowledge
society.Different aspects of it
is interlinked with institution
building and nation building.
However, to become a real-
ity its implementation is the
most important requirement.
The entire higher education
system must put in efforts to
build trust, promote transpar-
ency, ensure participation
and consultation. This will
enable effective and success-
ful implementation of the
NEP. Let’s hope that with the
implementation of the NEP
the deficiencies of the pres-
ent Indian education system
could be corrected to a great
extent.

Yours etc.,
VenuGs,
Kollam

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SEX)

‘Forest First’ Approach:
Meghalaya’s Best Bet to
Fight Climate Change

By James K Sangma

The Indian Ministry of
Environment changed its no-
menclature to include climate
change in 2014 followed by
states like Odisha in 2021
where sordid climate story is
playing out with hurricanes
crossing the natural disaster
benchmark and becoming a
regular feature of their exis-
tential reality. Meghalaya ,
too, dueto its fragile strategic
locationinthe Indo- Burmese
hotspot, faces an impending
’environment armageddon'.

Climate Change isa com-
plex and multi-sectoral is-
sue -ranging from our food

the state, it is also critical to
note that we need to deploy
resources in proper assess-
ment of our bio-diversity in
order to increase our forest
cover. It should not be -con-
fused with plantations driven
reforestation exercise.
While countries like Bra-
zil, China are relying on
plantations to reach their
regreening goals, forest
economies like Meghalaya
should be looking at pres-
ervation of our existing for-
ests first. Other countries
like Vietnam (85 percent),
Mexico (65 percent), India

systems to carbon emissions m(62.5 percent) and Ethiopia

along with water and soil
degradation- Butinthertgion
we exist, Forests play the
most critical role in mitigat-
ing the climate risk for our
state.

Closerhome in Assam and
Bangladesh, climate change
resulting in heavy flooding
has had an adverse effect af-
fecting boththe economically
stable and the marginalised.
Climate change can result in
disaster emergencies or slow
onset disasters that eat up the
government coffers. Megha-
laya itselfhas suffered either
lack of underground water
in the villages or too much

(58.5 percent) have setmuch
highertargets for natural for-
est restoration.

For this preservation
goal, it is critical to invite a
mix of Innovative Strategies
like Forest Based Liveli-
hoods, High Value Chains,
Eco- Tourism Activities and
conservation based green in-
dustries that can turn private
individuals into stakeholders
in preservation and become
a participatory force in re-
versing climate change.

Forests can help us shift
to low carbon economies
and this is critical to achieve
our climate goals.

A recent report also suggested that
naturalforests are 40 times more
effective than plantationsfor storing
carbon and serve as the best carbon
sinks. White there are rampant refor-
estatbnefforts in the state, itis also
critical to note that we need to deploy
resources inproper assessment ofour
bio-diversity in order to increase our
forestcover. Itshould not he confused
with plantations driven reforestation
exercise.

water in the form of floods
in the Garo hills. To mitigate
and protect many generations
in Meghalaya, community-
led investments based on
ecological values and ancient
wisdom is a prerequisite.

Forests are the best carbon
removal investments and
reforestation strategies and
improving forest manage-
ment together have large
potential to remove'C02
from the atmosphere. These
“natural climate solutions”
could provide 18% of cost-
effective mitigation through
2030.

A recent report also sug-
gested that natural forests are
40 times more effective than
plantations for storing carbon
and serve as the best carbon
sinks. While there are ram-
pant reforestation efforts in

Based on the on-going
consultations with the in-
digenous green champions
and local environmentalists,
including learned commu-
nity leaders pan Meghalaya,
the Forest and Environment
Department is collating in-
puts to conclude that there
is a felt need to include
climate change mandate.
We need to build human
and institutional capaci-
ties within the department
to work alongside energy,
soil and water departments
to create a holistic climate
change adaptation strategy
for Meghalayawith renewed
emphasis on a forestfirst ap-
proach for the state.

(The writer is Minister
Forests & Environment,
Government of Megha-
laya)
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Public transports imperative
UNION roads minister Nitin Gadkari has come
up with a proposal that vehicle manufacturers
across all variants provide a minimum of six
airbags to each new vehicle entering the market.
Airbags are highly helpful in saving lives when
a direct collision takes place. With a profusion
of vehicles on the road, India recorded over
1,50,000 fatalities a year in recent times, mean-
ing nearly 14,000 deaths every month. Large
numbers of these deaths are happening on the
highways where vehicles travel at high speed
of which a significant segment of the deaths is
oftwo-wheeler riders who tend to be adventur-
ous. Airbag system will not help save the lives

oftwo-wheeler riders.

Notably, several road mishaps take place
across states and principal cities because ofthe
poor condition ofroads. Indian highways now
boast ofclass, a far cry from the hopelessness of
the past. Travel in hilly regions as in the north-
east had inthe past been difficult because ofpoor
road conditions and landslides. There have been
significant and laudable improvements now be-
cause ofhuge investments the Centre has made
inthe highways sector. At the same time, it must
also be stressed that safety precautions and road
engineering principles are not always adhered
to even in the construction and maintenance of
highways. There are one too many death traps
across roads. Potholes are left unattended for
weeks or months and there are dangerous, abrupt
ending of lanes at many places, which are all

invitations to accidents.

The minister has asked vehicle manufactur-
ers to roll out flex-fuel vehicles running on cent
per cent ethanol and gasoline. These will be
environment-friendly. Electric vehicles market
is developing of late and highways are being
provided with charging stations. In the near
future, large numbers of vehicles would be of
this kind. The large numbers of road accidents
are bound to continue in view of the steady
and sharp increase in vehicle population. The
lower middle-class too makes it a point to own
a motor vehicle. Roads are unable to bear this
load across cities, and even the wide roads in
Delhi are mostly choc-a-bloc. The way forward
is increased thrust on mass rapid transport sys-
tems like Metro Rail. Kolkata’s tram services
are eco-friendly and a pleasant experience, but
-have progressively been phased out. The need
is to have such passenger-friendly, low-speed
services in more cities. A city-state like Singa-
pore relies mostly on public transport and this
is because they are well-organised and well-run.
India must learn from such experiences.

ilUi sto llu- I.ditor

State’s GST
collection - A
clarification

Editor,

Apropos the news item
mentioned above that ap-
peared in your newspaper
on 2nd August, 2021,1amto
state that the revenue collec-
tion figures reported by your
newspaper pertained to col-
lection under all heads ofac-
count comprising of CGST,
IGST, SGST and Cess. It is
clarified that except for out-
ward IGST revenue (which
actually goes to the destina-
tion state, being the IGST
paid by the purchasers from
other States on goods/ser-
vices or both procured from
Meghalaya) which showed
a decline from Rs 78.63
crore in July, 2020 to Rs
70.10 crore in July, 2021,
the revenue collection under
all other Heads of Accounts
actually showed positive
growth despite the second
wave Covid-induced lock-
down. The actual GST rev-
enue collection of the state
of Meghalaya for the month
of July, 2021 is Rs 89.07
crore (SGST Rs 28.98+ in-
ward IGST Rs 60.09 crore)
compared to July, 2020 at
Rs 68.02 crore (SGST Rs
23.54+ inward IGST Rs
44.48 crore), thus registering
a growth 030.95% over the
same period last year.

Yours etc.,

Arunkumar Kembhavi, 1AS
Commissioner of Taxes,
Meghalaya, Shillong

Hearsay report

Editor,

Apropos ofthe news item
“New Minister assumes of-
fice sans portfolio” (ST July
29), which says “it was
learnt through the grapevine
that Shullai was not interest-
ed in handling Health portfo-
lio given his lack of experi-
ence and the enormity ofthe
task of fighting Covid-19”
is highly irresponsible and
defamatory in nature. What
is surprising and shocking to
us is that such news was not
verified before publishing
in your newspaper. Such
unauthenticated news is
condescending and defama-
tory in nature and based on
speculations and hearsay.
The said report is an attempt
to maliciously tarnish and
defame the image ofa public
representative who has been
elected by the people of 19-
South Shillong Constituency
for three .consecutive terms
to the Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly and five terms as
Member of Khasi Hills Au-
tonomous District Council.
We are aware ofthe freedom
of press in our State; how-
ever, it does not mean that
you can publish anything
that will prejudicially affect
the image of any person but
should do so responsibly
after verification and confir-
mation appropriately.

Therefore, we in the 19-
South Shillong Mondal de-
mand that you apologise for
publishing such condescend-
ing and defamatory news
against Mr Sanbor Shullai
and retract the aforesaid
news item.

Mahatm

pirit of North East or does

something else matter?

Security forces are Killed
in gun battles in internation-
al borders not in interstate
boundaries. But in a shocking
incident on July 26, six As-
sam policemen losttheir lives
and at least 50 were injured at
the Assam-Mizoram border
in a police firing between
the forces of the two North
Eastern States. Viral videos
and images emerged from the
scene and were widely shared
on social media. National
media reported and debated
the clash between the two
neighbouring states. The
two states are now moving
towards de-escalation butthe
damage has been done.

The North Eastern region
comprising seven states (8 if
Sikkim s included) is seenas
a united block that has long
been neglected by the centre.
We have also often com-
plained ofdiscrimination that
people from the region face
in ‘mainland’ India because
oftheir looks, dress and cul-
ture. Generally people from
the rest of India know us as
hailing from the North East.
The July 26 tragedy revealed
that the seven states are not
sounited after all. We are not
really sisters. We often end
up inflared-up boundary dis-
putes. The nextday following
the bloody clash parliament
was informed that out ofthe
seven border disputes in the
country four are in the North
East with Assam involved in
all of them.

The Assam Chief Minis-
ter, Himanta Biswa Sarma is
the focal point in the tragic
confrontation. Two days be-
fore the hostility Sarma met
his Mizoram counterpart,
Zoramthanga in Shillong in
the presence of the Union
Home Minister, Amit Shah.
Both aigreed to settle the
simmering border dispute
amicably. Earlier when he
met the Meghalaya Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma,
Sarma stressed on peaceful
resolution adopting a ‘give
and take’ policy to keep the
spirit of NorthEast alive.

The expectation was ne-
gotiations across the table.
On the contrary suddenly
about200 fully armed Assam
Police personnel led by IGP
Anurag Agarwal proceeded
to the disputed area. What-
ever the claims and counter
claims be, it is now estab-
lished that the Assam police
crossed the CRPF gate and
overpowered the police post
manned by the Mizoram
police. This looks like a well-
planned action. Sources say
the order came directly from
the Assam Chief Minister’s
office. The most converged
view links the incident with
the political ambition of the
new Chief Minister of As-
sam. Having fulfilled his am-

Yours etc.,

S. Marbaniang,

Vice President &

Office Secretary,

19-South Shillong Mondal,
Shillong-4

OurReporterreplies: There
was never any intent what-
soever to defame the MLA
of 19-Shillong South Con-
stituency. Since the MLA
was sworn in without being
assured of any particular
portfolio, speculations were
rife as to die portfolios the
new minister would be allot-
ted. More so, since he was
substituting former Health
Minister in the midst of the
grim pandemic situation in
the state, the speculation
was whether Mr Sanbor
Shullai would handle the
same portfolios or not. The
reference to "inexperience"
in the report was about his
lack of past experience as a
minister and not as an elected
representative of the people.
Therefore, it is wrong to
assume that the report was
defamatory in nature.

Politics and
professionalism

Editor,

The recent cabinetreshuf-
fle in Delhi saw the inclusion
of several ministers with
impressive professional cre-
dentials. Politics generally
overtakes professionalism.
Hence it is a nice change
when a minister delves into
the subject of his or her
ministry.

Two articles by James
Sangma, Minister for For-

ity Albert Thymiang

bition ofbeing ChiefMinister
by rebelling against the then
three-time Assam ChiefMin-
ister, Tarun Gogoi; forming
the North-East Democratic
Alliance (NEDA), a NDA
regional sub-group ensuring
a ‘Congress-mukt’ in the
North East and especially by
leading the BJP to return to
power in the last elections,
he now wants to consolidate
his position in his state. He
wants to be seen as the un-
disputed leader of Assam.
And what better way to do so
than by raking up the border
disputes with the neighbour-
ing states? Though Sarma
may talk peace but he has
iterated over and over again
that Assam will not surrender
an inch its land. Prior to the
26th firing he had accused
Mizoram ofencroaching into
Assam land. The aggression
that unfortunately led to loss
of lives was to defend the
state’s boundary. The aggres-
sive stand in the aftermath of
the violence has won hearts.
Even the most vocal critic,
Akhil Gogoi had to support
his political adversary.

There are also allegations
of a hidden agenda. The
Assam government plans to
settle the illegal immigrants
from Bangladesh left out
from the state’s NRC via
CAA in parts of the 509
square miles disputed border
with Mizoram. If this is true
Sarma could be a hero in the
Barak Valley. The plan may
not be in the interest of As-
sam’s indigenous tribes but
who cares if political ambi-
tions are achieved?

Prior to the tragic clash
Sarma had offered to resolve
the border disputes with all
neighbouring states before
India’s 75th Independence
Day. The man with a grow-
ing clout wants to make a
mark during his tenure. And
what better mark than solving
the long pending disputes!
He wants to live up to the
image as the mest*powerful
politician in the North East.
Incidentally on the same day
the Assam police were also
involved in skirmish at lon-
gkhuli village on the border
with Meghalaya. Shillong
MP, Vincent Pala sees the
personal ego of the Chief
Minister of Assam in the
surge ofborder clashes. From
being a big brother, he seems
to nurture bullying desires.

Sarma has, also antago-
nised some tribal leaders.
Ever since he occupied the
hot seat he has been uttering
Hindutva voices. He stated
that ‘most of us’ descended
from Hinduism. He intro-
duced a cow protection bill
that proposes banning of
cattle transport to neigh-

ests and Environment have
recently appeared in The
Shillong Times (July 16
online version and Aug .3,
2021). These articles make
interesting reading. If the
Minister follows up on his
ideas, perhaps he will lift
this department out of the
quagmire.

He has underlined two
important points. Firstly, that
plantations are not forests.
This is absolutely right, as
the perils of monocultures
are well known. However,
there are reports that Patan-
jali is planning to start palm
oil plantations in Meghalaya.
This is worrying. Jatropha,
the much-touted biofuel has
already failed.

In the other article, he
calls for a bottoms approach
to tackling climate change
using grassroots efforts and
indigenous knowledge sys-
tems. MLCU has conducted
a UNDP funded study on
climate change awareness
in rural communities. The
study found that the older
farmers and traditional heal-
ers had observed climate
change, and alterations in
biodiversity and disease
patterns, many years before
global awareness of this
phenomenon. In fact, Tang-
mang village planted a new
sacred forest 45 years ago to
provide “clean air”.

Our forests are perhaps
the greatest resource of our
state. But itis not practical to
save every tree or conserve
every living creature. Eco-
nomic developmentrequires
some ofthe natural resources
available on the planet. What
is needed is ecological res-
toration, health and human

bouring states. Post the fatal
incident social mediausers in
neighbouring states are sym-
pathetic towards Mizoram.
The fate of NEDA has also
been questioned. Things have
started to cool down. Con-
versations between the two
states, with the centre as the
facilitator, are on. Sarma has
directed the police to with-
draw the case against Miz-
oram Rajya Sabha member,
K. Vanlalvena for his ‘shoot
them all’ remark. Mizoram
has indicated its willingness
to reciprocate by removing
the name ofthe Assam Chief
Minister from its FIR. Time
will heal. NEDA may be
unaffected. As he himself
voicedthe ‘spiritofthe North
East’ may be preserved. But
evenifitisinjeopardy it does
not matter. His main aim is
to be an accomplished Chief
Minister for a long time.
Everything else is a means
to that direction.

The background of the
dispute traces back to two
colonial border demarcations
of 1875 and 1933. The 1873
delineation ofthe then Lushai
Hills with Assam’s Cachar
district in the Barak Valley
was carried out in consulta-
tion with Mizo chiefs and
hence the people ofMizoram
accept this demarcation. The
1933 Survey of India’s de-
marcation that begins at die
tri-junction of Lushai Hills,
Cachar district and Manipur
was allegedly notified with-
out consulting Mizo chiefs
and ‘unreasonably excluded
Lushai (Mizo) inhabited ar-
eas like Cachar Zion, Tlang-
nuam, LalaBazar and Banga
Bazar’. Hence the boundary
isnot acceptable to Mizoram.
Ever since Mizoram became
aUnion Territory in 1972 and
then a full-fledged state in
1987 the border disputes have
been simmering fromtime to
time leading to scuffles.

We know that tjie British
left India in a mess. After
being in the continent-
for 200 years and approxi-
mately looting $45 trillion
in today's value the colonial
power got out of the coun-
try without overseeing the
smooth partition of India
and Pakistan resulting in one
million deaths and 15million
displaced as Muslims fled
to Pakistan and Hindus and
Sikhs headed in the opposite
direction in 1947. Till date
the two nations are enemies
squabbling over the interna-
tional border.

Unfortunately, one of the
remnants of colonisation are
the unsettled interstate dis-
putes. The Assam-Meghalaya
dispute also has its roots in
the British demarcation of
the United Khasi-JaintiaHills

safety, and the privileging
of indigenous ways of con-
servation. These approaches
will balance and ameliorate
the extractions that we take”
from Mother Earth.

Even though there is
Covid and economic may-
hem around us, and that is
our first priority, we must
still look to the fiiture with
positivity and constructive
action. 1 would suggest
that the minister prepare
some specific projects for
the state’s golden jubilee
next year. These could in-
clude documentation and
application of indigenous
knowledge systems, declara-
tion of bird sanctuaries, and
highlightingthe Meghalayan
Age. Such projects will also
boost livelihoods and tour-
ism.

Yours etc.,
Glenn C. Kharkongor,
Via email

Why this
special
treatment?

Editor,

The Deputy Commis-
sioner, East Khasi Hills had
banned all meetings, includ-
ing political. But on the
same day as the DC's order
(31.7.21 with a similar ban
in her earlier order a week
back), the BJP held a booth
level political meeting at
Laban, attended by one of
the party's national General
Secretaries. Either a special
permissionwas given forthis
meeting, or it was held with-
out any permission. If per-

and Garo Hills districts under
the then Assam province.
Political circumstances and
developments, including the
creation of Meghalaya in
1970, were accompanied by
the unsettled boundaries till
date. Historically many of
the villages in disputed areas
might have been under the
administration of traditional
heads from Jaintia Hills and
Khasi Hills. Many villages
have Khasi names but things
have changed now. | have
been in some of these areas.
Forall practical purposes they
fall under Assam administra-
tion. Government offices,
hospitals, schools, police
outposts etc are under Assam
government. Demography
has also changed. Some of
the settlers are non-tribals
who had to flee Meghalaya
during the violence. Everyone
craves for a fast-track solution
but the ground realities are
different. The Committees
on border dispute may find
it hard to navigate practical
suggestions.

While politics is played
out even for personal gains,
the disputed areas have suf-
fered for no fault of theirs.
They are nobody’s children.
They are victims of total ne-
glect. They are without basic
amenities like schools, roads,
water and electricity. Just
imagine, the aforementioned
skirmish with Meghalaya
was because the Assam po-
lice went in buses to remove
electric posts that Meghalaya
had erected inthe village. Till
this day and age the village is
in darkness. When one state
supplies electricity the other
removes the posts. When one
states builds a road the other
halts the work.

Successive central govern-
ments have not taken border
disputes seriously. The pres-
ent government seems to
show a little more eagerness.
It has set the 75th Indepen-
dence Day as the dateline.
Thoughthe Centre saysjtwill,
be utilising satellite mU"pM™
to demarcate boundaries and
settle interstate boundaries in
the North East but will that
demarcation be acceptable to
all? With agreeable solutions
not in sight, outside the box
suggestions like the ones
offered by the editor of this
papertoton the contested ar-
eas into economic zones and
educational hubs where they
are homes to IT parks* health
centres and tourist facilities
should be considered. These
areas could also become cen-
trally administered territories
for the overall development
rather being hosts to petty
politics.

Email: albert, thyr-
niang74@gmail.com

mission was granted, what
was so “essential* abouttins
meeting? And if no permis-
sion was given, can we ex-
pectaction onthe organisers
ofthe meeting and those that
attended it?

In any case, why should
we the public take the DC's
Orders seriously when those
inpower are constantly flout-
ing them! There's a limit
to which we can swallow
such hypocrisy and accept
whatever the government
wants of us! This sucks and
is absolutely sickening! Such
instances make me believe
that this government is not
at all serious in addressing
the present Covid situation!
All the restrictions imposed
seem to be only an eye-
wash!

Otherwise, government
should give a convincing
clarification as to why this
meeting was allowed. And
we don'twant the reply from
the politicians - everything
seems to revolve around
them and their personal in-
terests! The answer should
come from the bureaucrats
- the Chief Secretary who
signs the general orders
or the Deputy Magistrate/
Deputy Commissioner who
issues the district orders of
curfew etc.

Yours etc.,
Eugene D. Thomas,
Shillong - 6
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Three Guiarati Musketeers
messing with future of Island

National movement
needed to save
L_akshadweep

By Sushil Kutty

The‘Save Lakshadweep
Forum’ did not take into
account the fact that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
spends at least 17 hours a
day mulling what to do, and
where, to disturb the sta-
tus quo no matter what the
cost because money is not
a factor for his pet projects.
One is to transform parts of
Lakshadweep from coral
paradise to cement and con-
crete abomination. And the
Lakshadweep administra-
tion, deaf to marine biolo-

musketeers are immune to
protests. Ask Rakesh Tikait.
The farmer-protests are on
for eight months, and the
farmers haven’t heard a
murmur.

The. head musketeer
should be givenhearing aids,
preferably of German-make.
Reason: People keep calling
himthe Nazi ‘H’, and what if
they’re right? Ofcourse, the
German chancellor wouldn't
like it. The three Gujarati
musketeers think they know
best what’s good for Lak-

The head musketeer should be given hearing
aids, preferably of German-make. Reason:
People keep calling him the Nazi H’, and

what ifthey e right? Ofcourse, the German

chancellor wouldn't like it. The three Gujarati

musketeers think they know best what$ good

for Lakshadweep, what ails the islands and
what remedies should be administered?

gists and common citizens
alike, is only too happy to
oblige.

A bunch of marine bi-
ologists have sent forth an
alarm, warning the Union
Territory that going ahead
with the projectto build 370
“beach floating villas” on
three islands of the archi-
pelago would pose a serious
threattothe fragile coral reef
islands. Even the dumbest
would have taken the warn-
ing seriously, but not the
Lakshadweep administrator
Prafiil Khoda Patel, a Modi
associate from way back,
and who along with Modi
and Amit Shah make up the
three meddlesome Gujarati
musketeers bent on turning

Lakshadweep into a Gujarati
outpost. .

Imagine these coral is-
lands have been there offthe
coast of Kerala for maybe
hundreds of thousands of
years, and human beings
have inhabited them for
maybe only less number of
years, but those who were
there never interfered with
the islands or built their
inflated egos on to them.
Not anymore. The three
Gujarati musketeers have
landed. Three so powerful,
they can do anything and get
away with it - alter, demol-
ish, build, cut into Nature’s
bounties, deform them into
eyesores.

shadweep, what ails the
islands and what remedies
should be administered?

The trio has the whole
course charted, the islands
numbered and the fish ac-
counted for. Before long
when the 370 villas are
built, the sharks will come
—the loan-sharks, and the
other sharks, those with
deep pockets. But first the
so-called ‘Bengalis’ from
mainland Kerala, the mi-
grant workers and migrant
labourto construct- masons
and carpenters, concrete-
mixers and lumbermen. It
will be one big assault on
the coral, and on the flora
and the fauna.

Very soon, the three tar-

geted islands wouldn’t be
recognizable. Maybe they
will float away, or at least
the people of Lakshadweep
would wish they floated
away. The marine biologists
warned that building the
370 floating villas would be
a “developmental misstep”
ofmonumental proportions,
but who is listening? The
trio of Gujarati musketeers
have wax in their ears and
$ signs for eyes, they can't
hear or speak!

The villas will be built
using the design, build, fi-
nance, operate, and trans-
fer (DBFOT) model on
Public-Private Partnership
basis on the three chosen

The villas will be built using the design, build,
finance, operate, andtransfer (DBFOT) mod-
el on Public-Private Partnership basis on the
three chosen islands - Minicoy, Kadmat and
Suheli. The villas will be under the care ofthe
Societyfor Promotion ofNature Tourism and
Sports (SPORTS) headed by the Collector.

The money-minded Gu-
jarati trio is going ahead with
the “370 Project’ against
sane and grounded advice.
And, by the way, what is this
obsession with the number
370? With Jammu & Kash-
mir it was Article 370, with
Lakshadweep it’s 370 villas.
One to abrogate, the other
to impose. Crazy! Butthat’s
how it’s been since May 26,
2014..

For the most part Lak-
shadweep escaped undue
attention. But on Decem-
ber 2020, the axe fell. The
70,000 natives of Lakshad-
weep haven’t had a proper
two winks. How to battle
the might of a Government
hell-bent on destroying the
island? Not even protest
works. The three Guijarati

islands - Minicoy, Kadmat
and Suheli. The villas will
be under the care of the
Society for Promotion of
Nature Tourism and Sports
(SPORTS) headed by the
Collector.

The bunch of scientists
and researchers who have
petitioned the administra-
tion, warning it that the Ni-
tiAyog project would be an
ecological disaster, haven't
cut ice with Prafiil Khoda
Patel. The Save Lakshad-
weep Forum needs imme-
diate assistance to take on
the Gujarati trio or else the
islands will be lost foreverto
the Arabian Sea. No loss to
Gujarat, but end of the road
for the people of Lakshad-
weep. (IPA Service)
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Coke factories choking lives

IT took a public movement to bring to light grave
irregularities committed by the state (meaning
the Government and all statutory bodies) in set-
ting up heavily polluting coke factories without
following due procedure and therefore ‘illegally,
in East Jaintia Hills and West Khasi Hills. The
public are protesting against large-scale pol-
lution which is seriously damaging to their
health. This action of the state violates Article
21 of the Constitution which says, “No person
shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty
except according to law.” The ambit of Article
21 has been widened by the Supreme Court to
include the right to a clean environment which
includes, clean air and potable drinking water.
The Fundamental Right under Article 21 ensures
that a person or persons are not deprived of life
because of the action or inaction of the state. It
clearly means that this Fundamental Right has
been provided against the state. Article 21 ofthe
Constitution deals with prevention ofencroach-
ment upon the personal liberty of a person or
deprivation ofthe life ofa person.

According to Article 21 the ‘state’ cannot be
defined in arestricted sense. It includes Govern-
ment Departments, Legislature, Administration,
Local Authorities exercising statutory powers.
Hence the Fundamental Right guaranteed under
Article 21 relates only to acts of the state or
acts under the authority of the state which are
not according to procedures established by law.
Right to Life means the right to live a mean-
ingful, complete and dignified life. It does not
have a restricted meaning. It means more than
just mere survival or an animal existence. The
people of Sutnga Elaka have been repeatedly
raising this issue of pollution by coke factories
and had approached the District Administration
with a request to shut down these coke plants
for violating all the laid down norms but to no
avail. Normally, it is expected that the elected
representative/s would take up issues which af-
fect the life and death ofthe electorate. But such
is not the case in Meghalaya. All those vested
with authority appear to be complicit in this
attempt to make profit at the cost of people’s

lives.

For some time now the people of Sutnga
have been complaining of poor health due to
inhalation of polluted air. The smoke emitted
by as many as four dozen coke factories in a
small area and around human habitations has
affected their health and the emission of waste
from the factories has poisoned their drinking
water sources. The role of the state in this case
is clearly violative of Article 21. Why is the
Meghalaya High Court a silent spectator?

I Letters to the Editor

Border disputes:
Signs of weak
administration

Editor,

Border conflicts are the
products of aggression be-
tween nations or countries
or states that are bordering
each other. Mostly, it is ag-
gression from one party or
sometimes, both. Borders
are notjust physical barriers,
but also psychological bar-
riers between neighbouring
countries and states. When
conflicts at the borders occur,
the uncertainty continues
for those who live close to
those borders, where such
conflicts are quite frequent.
During conflicts in border
areas, basic human rights
are severely violated and
compromised.

On July 26, clashes were
reported from a border vil-
lage of longkhuli under
Jirang Constituency. It was
alleged that-Assam police
personnel removed four
electric poles erected by the
employees of the Megha-
laya Energy Corporation
Limited (MeECL) in the
village. During this event,
a confrontation occurred
between the residents of the
area and personnel ofAssam
Police. It was also learnt
that the MDC of M aw hati,
Charles Mamgar was also
pushed or we can term it as
‘manhandled’ by some As-

sam Police personnel when
he went to intervene follow-
ing which they had to allow
Assam to remove the poles
in order to avoid any fiirther
violence.

According to Union
Home Ministry reports, As-
sam is part of at least four
of seven border disputes in
the country. It has border
disputes with neighbouring
states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Mizoram and Me-
ghalaya. During an escala-
tion ofthe long-standing bor-
der dispute between Assam
and Mizoram on Monday,
at least five Assam Police
personnel were killed and
over 60 injured. However,

' this is not the first time that

border disputes between As-
sam and other northeastern
states have turned violent.
In all of this, it iS amusing
to once again evaluate the
role of our Home Minister,
Lahkmen Rymbui and his
Department. Although the
Ri-Bhoi additional magis-
trate, superintendent Of the
Police and senior Officials
who arrived at the spot were
able to defuse the situa-
tion from escalating further,
MDC Charles Mamgar had
expressed his concern stat-
ing that Meghalaya Police
were late in arriving at the
scene. This then makes us
question the competence
and functioning ofthe Home
Department and the minister
in charge.

This is not the first time

The bitter truth

We open the morning
papers each day and scan
for news on the status of the
Covid plague that has hit us.
There is anxious hope against
hope that there would be
some encouraging news of
a decline in infections and
fatalities, since Hope seems
to be the only sustaining
factor left. Alas, the bitter
truth has so far been contrary
to expectations. It then hits
us in the face that there is
hardly anything of cheer
on this front. As a matter
of fact things appear to be
sliding from bad to worse. If
the national review meeting
on Covid chaired by Union
Health Secretary , Rajesh
Bhushan is to be believed,
and there are absolutely no
grounds to disbelieve it,
Meghalaya is listed as one of
the ten hapless states in India
where the pandemic is mer-
rily continuing its rampage
of death and destruction.
Not only are precious lives
being lost daily but the ter-
rible truth is that whatever
fragile economy we enjoy is
also rapidly being destroyed.
Our lives, our health, our
livelihoods and the future of
our children is now at stake.
People are worried but the
bitter truth is that we our-
selves are perpetuating this
calamity thathas befallen our
community and our state.

The Covid 19 pandemic is
aworld-wide phenomenon. It
is not restricted to only Me-
ghalaya and its communities.
Globally ashuman beings we
have so far developed only
two responses to the disease.
We either enforce social
isolation through lockdowns
and curfews or imbibe herd
immunity through vaccina-
tion. There are no other avail-
able solutions. Prolonged or
continuous lockdowns have
aterrible and harmful impact
psychologically, culturally
and economically and Me-
ghalaya is experiencing it.
Trade, commerce and most
significantly the livelihoods
ofthe most vulnerable of so-
ciety - the daily wage earner
will and has been severely
impacted. We are seeing
this happening in most urban
centres of our own state and
the spectre ofhunger and per-
haps even cases of eventual
starvation deaths cannot be
ruled out if lockdowns are the
only solutions we depend on.
This has to change. People
should be able to go about
their daily routines without
fear and worry. Our children
must be able to attend school
and centres oflearning. Com-
merce and trade must once
again resume as it should.
Markets must open, up and
people should be able to
travel freely wherever they
want to go. Life must return
to normalcy. Lockdowns are
no answer to the pandemic
and they must end as early
as possible. Otherwise, we
will slide down the scale
of development to such an

that tensions have escalated
in our State under the watch
of the present Home Minis-
ter. Series of events, com-
munal riots or conflicts seem
to occur every now and again
in Meghalaya. Whether it
is the communal riots that
had taken place in February
last year at Ichamati when
a Khasi man was killed in a
clash with non-tribals or the
GolfLinks incident in which
another young man lost his
life, all these incidents clear-
ly point to the deteriorating
law and order situation in
our State, while the recent
turmoil at longkhuli just
makes us once again ques-
tion the incompetence of

Rymbui, who also is hold-'

ing the portfolio of Border
Areas Development besides
the Home Department. The
concerned minister has not
been effectively performing
hisrole ifwe may clearly put
it s0, no matter what portfo-
lio he is handling.

Presently, the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation
and border disputes make us
questionhis role asthe Home
Minister, and the deteriorat-
ing education system based
on the recent PGI report
makes us question his ef-
fectiveness as the Education
Minister. It is also a matter
ofshame that there was once
a time when the UDP had
questioned the competence
of a minister who was han-
dling the Home portfolio and
they rejoiced when someone

By Toki Blah

extent that it will take our fu-
ture generations the next 100
years to catchup with the rest
of the world. Its something
we can ill afford.

So we afre left with vac-
cination as the only other
proven method of success-
fully warding off the pan-
demic. Now with more than
500 infections daily and
the Covid death toll refus-
ing to taper off and with a
Meghalaya 74.43% rate of
literacy as per 2011 popula-
tion census, one would have
expected a rush of citizens
demanding to be vaccinated.
That is what is expected of
educated people. Instead the
opposite is happening in our
state. A reluctance to be vac-
cinated seems to be the pre-
vailing trend, so much sothat
Meghalaya is ranked as the
lowest vaccinated state in the

NE. So why this hesitation to
get vaccinated? Most people
answer that they have the
fundamental right to refuse
and that force or coercion
must not be used to enforce
vaccination. That’s fine but
since there is no evidence of
Government employing this
approach, this excuse sounds
silly and frivolous. What is
becoming more evident is
that anti-vaxxers are being
influenced more by rumour,
hearsay, unfounded gossip,
by con-artists (usually pos-
ing as pious, bible thumping
God men) or even by elected
representatives who are more
interested in populist votes
than in real service to hu-
manity. Look we are dealing
with a deadly disease that
can impair, harm and has
already caused more than a
thousand deaths. As educated
people we'have always used
our common sense and con-
sulted qualified,doctors in
relation to our health. Why
are we ignoring this proven
practice withregard to Covid
? Please consult a qualified
doctor on how to prevent,
treat and manage the virus.
Listen to his advice. Listen-
ing to quacks, charlatans
and cranks (especially those
who lecture and teach from
Whatsapp University) is the
worst service you can do to
yottrselfand your loved ones

from their Party got to sit on
the same chair because of
regional aspirations. Now a
minister from the UDP is not
performing effectively. On
the contrary he is leading the
State to a sinkhole.
| think it is also due sea-
son now for us as citizens to
evaluate the performance of
our ministers who we elect
as representatives to look
into the welfare of the State
and its citizens. It is time
to not be afraid and take a
stand when we see a certain
representative not perform-
ing effectively and question
if they are fit enough to sit
on the chair that has been
handed over to them. After
all, the government is for the
people and we are the ones
who elect them.
Yours etc.,
Maitshaphrang Khongwir
Shillong - 8

Inter-state
boundary issue

Editor,

We have governments
who are indolent and insensi-
tive, while the State’s bound-
ary lines are being shifted
inwards by a neighbouring
State with impunity. An
intriguing statement by bur
representative (s) of “give-
and-take” policy by “both
sides” is laughable because it
had never been reported that
Meghalaya had trespassed
into Assam territory.

in a prevailing pandemic.
The real need of the hour
if Meghalaya is to save its
population from the pan-
demic and to salvage its
crumbling fragile economy
is to minimise the impact
of the anticipated Covid
Third wave. This can be
done only if we develop
herd immunity through a
rigorous vaccination of our
population, especially in
the rural areas. The com-
mon man must be made to
understand that vaccination,
as in the case of smallpox,
polio, diphtheria, hepatitis,
tuberculosis and other life-
threatening diseases simply
helps in the production of
antibodies that assist in sup-
pgressing the ruthlessness of
the disease. It will minimise
fatalities(91% of vaccinat-
ed Covid patients survive.

Chances of those who don’t
are almost nil). Covid vac-
cinationwill in no way cause
barrenness or infertility; it
will not cause death or other
health complications; it has
nothing to do with an alleged
worldwide plot to wipe out
indigenous people noris ita
state Government conspiracy
to get more funding from
the Centre. All the above are
unfounded fears of ignorant
minds and waging tongues
that refuse to accept reality
and the reality is that Covid
is a disease that Kkills unless
vaccination is taken to nul-
lify its lethality. t

One cannot deny nor re-
fute the fact that the Govern-
ment of Meghalaya is doing
its level best to contain the
pandemic by encouraging
mass vaccination among
the public. The results how-
ever are disappointing and
perhaps part of the blame
lies with Government for
its stubborn refusal to ac-
cept practical reality. Unlike
during the first wave of the
Covid crisis, this time the
Government has decided to
goitalone. The effortto bring
on board the active participa-
tion of the grassroot institu-
tions of the state is clearly
missing. Public and Dorbar
participation in the vaccina-
tion drive is clearly lacking;
the community enthusiasm

A specific requirement
for securing the border with
neighbouring states is to
possess relevant maps which
should be acceptable interna-
tionally; but, our State gov-
ernment does not have any!
Thiswas revealed when RTI
activist, Agnes Kharshiing
sought information about
the maps from the concerned
department and was told that
the vol.4 of “Compilation of
State and Districts Maps of
Meghalaya” is missing! Dare
we expect that our Honble
CM may throw some light
on this matter? Or is he
above being accountable for
this lapse on the part of his
minions?

Yours etc.,
Morning Star Sumer,
Shillong - 2

Race to the
bottom

Editor,

The recently inducted
Minister to the Cabinet must
surely love the taste of his
foot going by his recent
remarks on the ILP and cor-
ruption. Toutter such callous
and nonsensical statements
in the capacity of a cabinet
minister surely does take
talent and he has no dearth
when it comes to it. The
joke is on us that such so-
called honourable ministers _
are there to frame laws and
policies for us the common
citizens.

to be voluntarily involved is
not visible and the brisk en-
ergetic engagement ofpeople
is missing. Look here, let’s
be blunt and to the point and
the point is to prevent more
of our people from dying.
For this to happen both the
Government and the Dorbars
must work together towards a
common goal and that goal is
to get the maximum number
of people vaccinated as fast
a s possible. Sorry to say
but this time the Govern-
ment has failed to bring in
the Headmen and grassroot
institutions as stakeholders in
the, Covid vaccination drive
of the administration. There
was no agendatowards ajoint
stakeholdership for public
awareness and enlighten-
ment to push the vaccination
programme to its logical
conclusion. Thus gaps in
society were left wide open
for Doubting Thomases to
sow their seeds of suspicion
and scepticism. Government
must recognise it has neither
the human resources nor
the commitment for 24x7
dialogue with communities.
On the other hand Dorbars
exist, work and operate con-
tinuously amongst the com-
munities. It is high time once
again forthe Government and
the Dorbars to work together
towards a common objective
- service to the people and to
prevent further deaths from
Covid.

If the pandemic is to be
stopped, we must have maxi-
mum vaccination. | fwe want
normalcy to return we must
learn to work together and
not as isolated silos. To call a
spade a spade , this time the
Dorbars have failed to show
the unity of purpose they did
during the first wave crisis.
To give the Government its
due, if there is no Dorbar
unity , then to whom does
the administration talk to?
Dorbars however also have
their own set of grievances ,
chiefamong them the neglect
the Government has shown
towards Dorbar shortcom-
ings especially the dearth of
funds to meet expenses and
financial commitments in the
fight against Covid. Well we
simply can’t leave it at that.
We can sit across the table
and sort out our differences.
Public interest and public
health demands it so. I fpublic
enlightenment on vaccina-
tion is the need of the day;
if vaccine hesitancy is to be
erased, then Government and
Dorbars must work together
towards this common goal.
A new Health Minister has
taken over. Let this be one
of his priorities. Only if we
work together as one can this
pandemic be defeated. Letus
not waste this opportunity.
Hurtand inflated egos should
not determine the outcome of
a health crisis we are facing
as a people, a community

and a state.

I would humbly request
him to conduct sessions on
how to steal without getting
caught as stated by him,
since he seems to have the
expertise and the know-how
on the same. All non-voters
for the BJP seem to be non-
Indians since we will not be
beneficiaries of free vac-
cines, schemes, projects, etc
unlesswe vote forthem. This
is what it has cortie to with
the politics ofthe BJP and its
centralized power structure.
Sadly for us, we carry the
tag of a bought-out state
andthoughwithjust two BJP
MLAs we have totally sur-
rendered all our self-respect
to the Masters at Delhi. The
recent short and sweet fresh
air, state tour of the Home
Minister bears testimony
to that.

| can't state much for our
own regional party repre-
sentatives who have a stake
in this Government but are
more concerned with their
own personal power and
clout and the fear of los-
ing it.

The race to the bottom
has surely begun and eveiy-
one is aiming for gold...

Yours etc.,
Robert R Khongwir,
Via email
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Conundrum of
opportunity

By Lawrence Pherliam Sumer

We are still in the midst
ofavery pressing pandemic,
which only seems to be on
the upsurge, if not in the
country, but at least in some
parts of the North Eastern
states. Even as | write this,
another “state lockdown”
looks imminent. As com-
mon citizens, we are yet to
understand the gravity ofthe
situation we are in and God
help the authorities who are
in the “thick of the action”
to ensure the message of

ronment we live in will have
upon our children. Imagine,
that phase of growing up
in your life without any
outings. Why would small
children, without any fault
oftheirs have to go through
an “indoor grind” day in
day out? No friends to grow
together with and more so
having to go through the
academic years with the
so called “online, classes”
where half the time there
is no proper network. We

Atpresent, we have three categories ofpeople,
thefirst are those that are convinced o fthe
existence ofthe virus, probablyfrom
witnessing close encounters with loved ones
at home, the second type are the ones that are
deeply embedded in the beliefsystem of “a
fake virus ”, those that are settled that it is the
outcome ofapre-planned poncept known as
the New World Order.

protocols gets across dis-
tinctly. At present, we have
three categories of people,
the first are those that are
convinced of the existence
of the virus, probably from,
witnessing close encounters
with loved ones at home,
the second type are the ones
that are deeply embedded in
the belief system of “a fake
virus”, those that are settled
that it is the outcome of a
pre-planned concept known
asthe New World Order and
therefore are not to be easily
persuaded and the last group
are those that are “neither

here nor there” but would
choose to flowwiththe voice
of the majority.
Nevertheless, whatever
type of group we may iden-
tify ourselves with, we can-
not deny the fact that we are
all affected by whatever is
going on at the moment and
having attended twice the
number of funerals during
the lasttwo years asmuch as
I had attended in the last 20
years, | see three issues that
this pandemic has brought
about. A deep physical scar
on many individuals that
may take a long time to heal

will not even mention the
hardships that the “hand to
mouth” populationhasto go
through. If there is a phrase
to describe the chaosthat has
set inright now, it is “we are
all in limbo”. It is a “disas-
ter” thatwill take a longtime
ifwe are to rebuild each one
of those broken walls.
Longer indeed, but we
still have to start the rebuild-
ingprocess soonerthan later.
So, where do we fit in all of
this? What is our part? Do
we have arole to play? Yes,
certainly! Irrespective of
the three categories we may

each belong to we can still
contribute in the rebuilding
process. Maybe, post the
aftermath, it does present; us
with a, great opportunity to
come back strongerthan we
had ever been. We may start
with “self-introspection”.
We may not have been the
reason for whatever is hap-
pening around us, but we
may as well choose to be-
come part ofthe solution, in-
stead of remaining “a pout”.
WE'may try to become more
disciplined in the way we put
across our ideas, something
more “constructive” with

‘A deepphysical scar on many individuals
that may take a long time to heal - the rude
shock that comesfrom the sudden demise
ofour loved ones during these times has a
far reaching effect and worse is the inability
to say those ‘propergoodbyes . Next is the
relational scar that has affected our day
to day relationship.

- the rude shock that comes
from the sudden demise of
our loved ones during these
times has a far reaching ef-
fectand worse is the inability
to say those “proper good:
byes”. Next is the relational
scar that has affected our day
to day relationship. We may
have never witnessed the
most damaging of debates
before this, whether in print
or digital media alike, with
friends turning foes for the
sake of standing by what
they believe in, irrespective
ofbeingright orwrong. Of
course, the financial scar,
that has robbed every fam-
ily that has to go through
hospitalisation thereof and
probably, the very reason,
why many middle-class
citizens would deter from
going forward for testing.
It does leave a huge hole in
your pocket and for some
it just wipes off their life’s
earnings forever.

Let us also not forget the
lasting impact that the envi-

words. Then we proceed to
bring about a better “work
culture” which will be a
challenge for many, as they
say “old habits die hard”, but
trying to pursue something as
noble as such isworthtrying.
One of the roots for Japan’s
success after being totally
wiped out after World War
I, is the will to learn rigid
rules of behaviour, such as
the precisely choreographed
submissive .posture on how
low to bow before each
other. It is only as we learn
to respect each other and one
another’s opinions that we
shall overcome. Whenwe try
to create a more “conducive
environment” for everyone .
around us, we will foresee
a great future ahead of us.
If there is one good thing
that this pandemic teaches
us, it is this, “We either fall
together not trying or we try
building together as one.”

(The writer can be con-
tacted at lawrencesumer@
gmail.com)
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End of the beginning
ANY optimism on containing the CovidI9
spread is tempered by new developments on the
pandemic front. Clearly, vaccination in itselfis
no full guarantee for humanity to extricate itself
from the lethality ofthe Chinese-induced virus..
India has by now administered nearly 50 crore
vaccine doses, while the actual requirement is
five times this number to cover a population of
1.3-billion-plus via two doses per person. In-
dia’s vaccination drive has continued non-stop
for more than six months by now. At this pace,
it takes two more years to fully vaccinate the

entire population.

Several ofthose who have taken the two jabs
have contracted the virus and some of them in
severe ways. The Indian companies that have
introduced the vaccines did not promise more
than 70 per cent efficacy to their products.
The cocktails of vaccines are tried too, but the
Delta and Delta Plus variants came in with more
lethality and are threatening a faster spread.
Originator China is grappling with this problem
now after a flight from Moscow landed in the
eastern city ofNanjing. The cleaning staffat the
airport contracted the Delta virus in July and its
spread has led to a fresh frenzy of lockdowns
and internal travel bans covering more than a
dozen Chinese cities including Beijing. The
Delta variant has been detected in 135 countries
so far, including India, which is also suspected
to be a reason for the massive spread in Kerala
in recent months. The state is now accounting
for halfthe total infections in India on the health
ministry’s daily chart.—over 20,000 daily hits
against the all-India figure ofa little over 40,000

infections daily.

Yet, at national level, there is no sign of a
third wave but chances are that it could begin
this month and continue till October. With flight
operations mostly cancelled and the Vande
Bharat and some other select flights operating,
the chances ofan invasion ofthe new and deadly
variants still remain. That fear is already evident
in the US, where the government adviser on
Covid control, Dr Antony Fauci, has said the
virus is getting ample time to mutate into more
deadly variations due to the slow process ofthe
vaccination drive. South Korea and some other
nations have reported the spread of the more
deadly Delta Plus variant. What all these mean
is that, by the second wave, we have just seen
the end of the beginning and worse scenarios
are only to be anticipated.

I Letters to the F.ditor

Rise in cases of
sexual abuse
against minors

Editor,

There hasbeen a disturbing
rise in cases of sexual abuse
against children, and | wish
to address it. Just recently we
got the news of a nine year
old getting brutally raped and
murdered, and to be honest it's
almost every day we hear it.
What's even more terrifying
is that people are becoming
desensitised to such crimes,
and shrug it off as something
normal and unimportant. 1fwe
look into the matter more care-
fully, w e can see that the prob-
lem lies in the representation
of young girls in mainstream
media. Nowadays, young girls
are madeto believe thatthey're
"sexually liberated" and that
they ought to expose them-
selves in order to be "empow-
ered." But real empowerment
is knowing that you need not
wear anything that makes you
uncomfortable.

A lot of people are into
anime and manga, a Japanese
form of entertainment. And
though | myselfam a fan, |
cant overlook the fact that it
is hugely problematic; sexual-
jying school going childrenand
fetishizing school uniforms as
if it isn't entirely paedophilic.
The pom industry, adults play-
ing teenagers in movies, glori-
fication ofteenage girls dating
men intheirtwenties orthirties,

all of them contribute to it.
Despite being a young, gen-
der non- confirming person, |
myselfhave faced harassment
on the streets like whistling,
derogatory remarks and hand
gestures by men who are at
least fifteen years older than
me. The effects ithas on a per-
son is quite frankly traumatiz-
ing. Butsomany people look at
it with such unimportance. No-
this is not normal; it has been
normalized. .

Patriarchy has brainwashed
young girls to such extent that
cat calling, objectification
or sexualization is seen as a
compliment or something to
blush about The term "boys
will be boys" is often used to
justify such behaviour. Boys
will be held accountable for
their actions. People love to
victim blame and often when
rape or molestationis reported,
they ask, "Whatwas the victim
wearing? Why were they out
so late atnight? They were ask-
ing for it" First ofall, a dress
doesn'tmean 'yes'. Whatever a
personmightbe wearing, gives
no one the right to touch them
or whistle at them, or shout
anythingatthem. Itisneverthe
victim’ fault. Never!

And ifyouare so concerned
about the well-being of your
daughters, why don't you lock
your sons up after 7 PM? Why
don'tyou slapthem intoaroom
when they say they'll be back
by nine? Isn't that what you've
been doing to your daughters?
But guess what, theyre still
raped in their own homes.

Triumph of all
that’s wrong

Itwas in 1954 that Dwight
Eisenhower the 34th Presi-
dent of the USA said, “Poli-
tics is a profession; a serious,
complicated and, in its true
sense, a noble one.” That
must have been the age of
innocence. Eisenhower must
be turning in his grave sev-
eral times over to see politics
degenerate into a power play
where the only objective is
to come out richer after the
five-year tenure. This is true
especially in the context
of, Meghalaya where even
the lives of people are now
endangered by poisonous
fumes and polluted water
sources. The problem with
democracy in India is that
voters are heavily reliant on
politicians for all their needs.
In Meghalaya the rigma-
role is that when politicians
don’t respond people go to
the dozen or more pressure
groups to help them out of
their predicament.

Interestingly in the case
ofthe Sutnga episode, where
dozens of polluting coke
factories have come up just
by a mei;e ‘No Objection
Certificate’ (NOC) from the
traditional chieftain - the
Dolloi, no pressure group
has squeaked. How can a
traditional chieftain who is
supposed to be the custodian
ofculture, land and resources
ofthe people sell away their
rights to a few unscrupulous
businessmen? The irony is
scathing inthat while pressure
groups in Shillong are crying
hoarse about “outsiders”
taking away opportunities
from the tribals, in Sutnga,
barring two coke plants the
rest all belong to non-tribals,
allegedly from Assam. The
question that merits a loud
answer is, “Why are these
otherwise raucous pressure
groups whining about the
Inner Line Permit in Shillong
but silent about the benami
coke business in Sutnga ela-
ka, East Jaintia Hills and in
West Khasi Hills? Why are
pressure groups silent when
trucks carrying illegally
mined coal pass through
the Shillong-Guwahati road
and the Ratacherra-Malidor-
Cachar road en-route to As-
sam and beyond?

It was shocking to read
the comments by Kyrmen
Shylla on the coke units in
Sutnga. He was speaking as
Minister for Disaster Man-
agement and all he could
say was that if the Dolloi of
the area gives a NOC there
is little that Government can
do. Is that even an answer?
Is Shylla suggesting that the
Dollois or Rangbah Shnong
or the Syiems are a law unto
themselves? Did the Megha-
laya High Court not rein in
the arbitrary powers of these
traditional chieftains who

And as lofig as they don't say
yes, they're not asking for it.
"Butnot all men"... the argu-
ment is ignorant at best and
problematic at worst. What do
you exactly want to convey
with this? All | can conclude
from this phrase it that you
dont want to hold each other
accountable for these actions.
That you want to escape with
agreencard, andthatyoudon't
care about what happened to
the victim, but you want to
defend yourself.

We know not all men but
enough men to be conscious
about the length of our skirts,
enough mento carry knives or
tasers orpepper spraywhenwe
go out enoughmentomake us
questionourselvesifwe should
go out forawalk. Men are also
humans capable of thought
and empathy, and | refuse to
believe otherwise. Saying that
"men can't control themselves"
is basically reducing men to
their genitals, and treating
them like animals on a leash.
Men aren't babies. Hold them
accountable, and educate them.
Schools need to teach proper
sex education and awareness
on gender and sexuality. We
needtoteach consentto young
boys and girls and gendernon-
confirming kids so that they
dare not touch other people
without consent, or so that
they recognise and address any
form of sexual misconduct.
Everything about a woman is
sexualized: her shyness, heran-
ger, her lack ofknowledge, her
intelligence, everything. But

By Patricia Mukhim

sometimes think they can
operate outside the ambit of
the Indian Constitution?

In 2018, a case was
brought before the National
Green Tribunal in Meghalaya
regarding the lethal accident
in the Ksan mines, East Jain-
tia Hills in November 2018.
The counsel for the mine
owner argued that the mining
activity was carried out under
the orders ofthe Headman of
the village under whosejuris-
diction the mine falls and that
there was no formal protec-
tion and regulatory mecha-
nism adopted by the State for
carrying on mining activity.
The counsel for the Ministry

of Environment and Forestry
held that “the entire mining
activity was being carried on
without obtaining consent to
establish and/or consent to
operate from the State Pollu-
tion Court Board. The Court
observed that it appealed the
mining activity was going on

and any illegal transport of
coal should not take place
until orders were passed by
the Tribunal. The ban on
rat-hole mining continues
and is considered illegal.
The coal used in the coke
factories comes from the
adjoining mines which are
all operating. Hence for the
Union Minister for Coal and
Mines to state in the Rajya
Sabha that are no mining
operations in Meghalaya is a
blatant lie fed to him by the
State Government.

In a paper titled, “Legal
limits to tribal governance:
coal mining in Meghalaya,
India,” written by Hugo

Stokke ofthe Chr.Michelsen
Institute, Geneva (CMI Brief
vol. 16 no. 2) the researcher
makes out a case that Me-
ghalaya is hiding behind the
Sixth Schedule to continue
with its illegal mining ac-
tivities. The following are
excerpts from the paper,

“Interestingly in the case ofthe Sutnga
episode, where dozens ofpolluting coke
factories have come upjust by a mere No
Objection Certificate’(NOC) from the
traditional chieftain - the Dolloi,

no pressure group has squeaked. ”

inamost unregulated, illegal
and in a manner opposed to
the statutory provisions. At a
later session, the Court found
it astounding that no charge
sheet had been filed, even af-
ter a lapse oftwo years since
the accident when the case
concerned matters under the
Indian Penal Code.
Alongside this case, the
Principal Bench ofthe NGT
inNew Delhi investigated the
mining activity in Megha-
laya, drawing onthe evidence
presented in the same case.
The Tribunal directed the
Chief Secretary, and Director
General ofPolice, Meghalaya
to ensure that rat-hole min-
ing/illegal mining is stopped
forthwiththroughoutthe state

if she's a sexual woman, she's
demonized. Why? Because
she chooses to be sexually
expressive. She didn't choose
to be sexualized, but she can
chooseto be sexual. And patri-
archy doesn't like unashamed
women who choose. Just be
old enough to do so!
Yours etc.,
Rupsa Marak,
Tura

Double-
speak on
environment

Editor,

The community in around
Elaka Sutnga has for the first
time realized that too much of
eveiythingisbad forthe physi-
cal and mental well-being of
all and which is why they had
to stage a protest against the
actionand wilful acts of omis-
sion and commission of the
state government authorities
in allowing the mushrooming
coke plants ina small area sur-
rounded by humanhabitations.
Accordingto sources, some of
these coke plants are backedby
politicians in the ruling MDA
government. It istherefore no
surprise that some of them to
speak onthe samewave-length
likethose who have committed
this blunder on the fragile eco-
system. Politicians in the gov-
ernment love to talk ofclimate
change, global environment
protectionetc., but theirwords
and actions do not match. The

“At present, there seems to
be a struggle between the
Green Tribunal and the State
Government whereby the
Tribunal awaits a mining
plan from the Government
before lifting the prohibition
and the Government extends
the time for transportation of
extracted eoal in order to buy
further time for submitting a
mining plan to the Tribunal.
Another tactic of the State
Government is to refer to the
special status of Meghalaya.
Defenders of coal mining
claim that the ban had jeop-
ardized the livelihood of the
tribal people, suggesting that
the ban had infringed their
right to life. Others have
pointed to the potential for

areas around East Jaintia hills
district where rampant coal
mining, illegal coke plants and
mushrooming cement plants
all in the name of so-called
development without the real
benefits pouring down to the
poorestofthe poor, haveturned
hellish. Now that things have
taken aturn forthe worse turn,
it must be appreciated that the
local villagers have rightfully
and democratically expressed
their Constitutional Rights.
Yours etc...
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar
Shillong

Storm
Warning

Editor,

A firm statement regard-
ing the internal security of
Meghalaya was brought to
light by opposition leader Dr
Mukul Sangma. The regroup-
ing of militants in the once
insuigency ravaged Garo Hills
is a sad state of affairs. With
the culmination of Operation
Hillstorm there was no After
Action Report (AAR) sought
by the Government on the
support lent by different stake-
holders on bringing peace in
Garo Hills.

The pandemic has been
a double whammy, causing
disruptionto certain economic
activities. This will pave the
way for certain etements to
take advantage ofthe situation.
Looking at the State Security
Commission, it ismore or less

mining to lift people out of
poverty. However, the big
legal question is whether this
Sixth Schedule can overrule
Art. 21 of the Indian Consti-
tution, which guarantees the
right to life. The courts have
been crystal-clear on that
question: this Sixth Schedule
cannot overrule the constitu-
tional right to life.”

The paper further states,
“It shouldbe keptinmindthat
the ban is not against mining
as such, but againsthow it has
been practiced in Meghalaya.
Arelated question is whether
mining is in conformity with
the tribal way of life. In a
study of the artisanal coal
mining industry in Megha-
laya, Vakkyil and Canato
examined key factors such
as ownership, operations,
control and impact justifica-
tion. In terms of ownership,
the study found that benami
mining rights and absentee
landlordism have led to a
situation of rights alienation.
A benami transaction is one
where a property is held by
one person and the amount
for it is paid by another. The
transaction is done to benefit
the person who pays for ,the
property either directly or
indirectly. This is a way for
non-tribals to hold prop-
erty in a tribal state such as
Meghalaya. In operations,
low-volume, low technology
extraction is giving way to
higher volume, mechanized
production involving the use
of explosives. With regard
to control, mining has led to
ineffective tribal institutions
and community norms being
ignored.”

The long and short of it is
that politics in Meghalaya is
centered round money power
and all the rules are bent to
achieve that limited goal. As
Paul Krugman says, “Poli-
tics determines who has the
power, notwho has the truth.”
Political lying inrecent times
has reached its pinnacle. Now
it concerns people’s lives;
their right to breathe clean
air and drink clean water.
If the coke unit owners are
responsible for polluting the
environment should they
be allowed to continue just
because they managed to get
the NOC from an authority
wielding extra-constitutional
powers? Also just because
they managed to getthe Con-
sentto Operate (CTO) licence
after the state bent all the
rules, is that still legit?

The MDA Government is
a coalition of political par-
ties that is so wrong about so
much and refuses to acknowl-
edge its faults. Hopefully
the voting public will realise
their folly of voting business
sharks to power.

defunct. It needs to be revised
by studying how various in-
surgencies in the past such as
Malayan Emergency, Algerian
Revolt and Vietnam war have
taken place. The hard lessons
of one’s mistakes rather than
achievements could put us far
ahead.

In a March-April 2005,
the Military Review article
dubbed Anthropology and
Counter-insurgency, rightly
mentioned that insurgent or-
ganizational structure is not
defined militarily but through
tribal structuresandtheirweap-
on of choice are not tanks but
IEDs. Where is the Megha-
laya Home Minister? Holding
the Education portfolio, he
should start reading the book,
‘The Accidental Guerrilla’ by
David Kilcullen. In the book
Kilcullen recommends a full-
spectrum approach to coun-
terinsurgency, encompassing
political, security, economic,
intelligence, and information
(“heartsandminds”) tracks. He
approvingly quotes Vietnam
War historian and counter-
insurgency theorist Bernard
Fall that “a government that is
losing to an insuigency is not
being outfought, it is being
out-governed.

Yours etc.,
Christopher Gatphoh,
Shillong-10

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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“Ashes to ashes,
dust to dust”

By Rev. Lyndan Syiem

There is an unmistakable
finality to the words of the
funeral liturgy, “earth to
earth, ashes to ashes, dust
to dust.” This phrase was
first used in the Church of
England’s ‘Book of Com-
mon Prayer,” published in
1549. The words are simple
yet powerful because they
describe so succinctly the
finality ofdeath and the stark
reality of earthly disintegra-
tion. It does not matter what
creed you believed, what
ideology you professed,
how much wealth you pos-
sessed, death is the common
end. It does not matter what
method your pall-bearers
followed, whether burial,
or cremation, or disposal to
birds of carrion, or burial at
sea, the result is the same:
‘earth, ashes, dust.” Perhaps
the only exceptions are the
Pharaohs of ancient Egypt
whose corpses survive as
mummies.

Contrary to popular per-
ception, the exact phrasing
is not found in Scripture,
although the thought is de-
rived from it. The Book of
Common Prayer is the basis
of many liturgies in the
Anglophone world, from
weddings to baptisms to
funerals. While the Book has
undergone several revisions,
many of the original phras-
es still remain in the later
editions and translations;
with abridgements in some
modem liturgies: “earth to
earth, dust to dust.” On the
occasions when | have to
recite such words, I am also
required to throw a handful
of mud on the coffin down
the open grave. Everyone
follows suit. There is some-

thing decisive in tossing'

earth over the remains of
your loved one. It signifies
the chemical decomposition
of what the deceased once
prided as “my body, ... my
physique,... my beauty.”

What remains is what
theists generally call the
‘soul,” or more precisely, the
‘spirit.” Some believe that
the spiritenters either eternal
peace or eternal torment,
or waits in intermediate
suspension; others believe
that the soul transmigrates
from one body to another.
The materialists reject the
notion that personality and
consciousness survive after
death. Among theists, some
teach that personal merit
determines the afterlife, oth-
ers believe in divine grace
through a Saviour. The! ma-
terialists of course refuse
to speculate beyond this
present life.

Whatever your beliefs
though, everyone agrees that
funerals have an important
social function: comforting
the bereaved, providing clo-
sure to family and friends,
bringing hope amidst their
loss. Funerals are a transcul-
tural institution. All human
societies organize funerals,
whether as a religious cer-
emony or as a civil func-
tion. Certain traditions are
indispensable: reversing
rifles and the Last Post in
military funerals, draping
the national flag in state
funerals, tossing handfuls of
earth, laying wreaths, and for
Khasis, distributing kwai.

This pandemic however
has affected such traditions
and reduced the number of
mourners. Usually, hun-
dreds and even thousands
would attend funerals. They
were the audience during
the tributes to the deceased
at the penultimate function
at home; they formed the
procession to the final rites
and rituals at the cemetery,
or the crematorium. After
the funeral, close friends and
relatives would accompany
the family back home. They
took charge of matters and
gave the family space to rest
and to reflect on the passing
of their loved one. In life,
the family had given the best
medical treatment they could
afford; in death, they had
bestowed the final honour
in the company of relatives,
friends and religious lead-
ers. There was solemnity
in funerals, dignity in the
details and comfort through
the ceremonies.

Unfortunately, since the
pandemic we have had to
shorten the rites and rituals
and cancel the usual condo-
lence service inthe evening.
Funerals for the COVID
deceased are the most pain-
ful as the coffin from the

hospital isnot allowed inside
the housp. It enters the com-
pound briefly for the fam-
ily’s final glimpse, then the
PPE-clad pallbearers quickly
remove the body for burial
or cremation. Funerals for
the non-COVID deceased
have relatively fewer re-
strictions; family members
often express reliefthat they
have full access to the body
before the funeral. Ourusual
social participation in funer-
als has been diminished, the
grieving process has been
truncated, and the recovery
of the bereaved has been
affected.

Funerals have religious,
social and cultural compo-
nents. While pastors and
priests perform the reli-
gious rites according to the'
prescribed liturgy, we are
also mindful of government
SOPs. Sadly, many ofthe so-
cial and cultural components
have been abridged and
even abandoned. Inthe past,
people visited the bereaved
family whether the deceased
was rich or poor, whether
the family had social status
or were humble citizens.
Every family was assured
that relatives, friends and
community members would
come tocomfortthem. They
would listen to stories ofthe
deceased’s last days, receive
the obligatory cup oftea and
finally, discreetly palm their
funeral contribution withthe
final handshake. All these
are now-conditional on the
results ofthe RT-PCR test.

There have been cases
where Containment,rules
meant we could not enter
the house but had to speak
and pray across the fence.
Ten persons in white-and-
blue PPE were allowed at
the burial: seven from the
Shillong Municipal Board,
the pastor and two fam-
ily members. It is heart-
breaking when children and
grandchildren are barred
from accompanying their
loved one on the final jour-
ney. It is tragic when they
cannot physically witness
their loved one being laid
to rest, when they cannot
directly hear the liturgy of
comfort and hope, but must
be satisfied with streaming
on social media.

Khasis value funerals
because they bring together
even the most distant rela-
tives, long-lost friends and
old colleagues. Close rela-
tives usually stay on for at
least three days after the
funeral to help with house-
cleaning, receiving visitors
and in moral support. Other
communities prepare for
religious ceremonies and
formal receptions after the
prescribed number of days.
It was a system that worked'
very well and brought im-
mense comfort and en-
couragement to bereaved
families. Unfortunately, the
pandemic has disrupted our
traditions of funeral and
mourning.

Death is not a pleasant
subject, either to discuss or
to write about in an article.
Butwhetherwe like it or not,
it forces itself into everyday
life. More so during these
COVID times when the me-
dia sends us daily statistics
of infections and deaths.
Most ofthe COVID fatalities
are, humanly speaking, pre-
ventable, through obeying
SOPs and mass vaccination.
Butwhen such deaths occur,
it is our duty as religious
functionaries to conduct
the funeral. It is also our
responsibility to comfort the
bereaved family with Scrip-
ture, counsel and prayer.

Death is not an easy sub-
ject to write about. But we
must speak to the bereaved,
because during this pan-
demic many did not receive
the consolation and support
that they expected from oth-
ers. Many are still grieving
inside and are struggling
with despair, anxiety and
loss of hope. Some blame
themselves for the death,
some are angry with hospi-
tals and health-care workers,
others question the goodness
of God. To such, | would
humbly ask that you accept
the frailty ofthe flesh, “ashes
to ashes, dustto dust.” Death
will come to each of us,
sooner or later. But beyond
the grave, and here | speak
my faith, the spirit survives.
And ifyou will just believe,
the tears of reunion will far
surpass the tears of parting.



THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 2021

You have succeeded in life when all you
really want is only whatyou really need.

— Vernon Howard
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Education: A gquestion mark
THE SSLC and ICSE school final results are
the most thrilling events for students. If not
for the pandemic the streets would have been
choc-a-bloc when the SSLC results were out
on Thursday; all the eating joints would be
filled with laughter and chatter. Alas these last
two years have been uneventful for students.
First they had to adjust to online classes which
are unsettling for quite a few students. Next is
the uncertainty of the examinations due to the
pandemic. The MBOSE, SSLC exam was con-
ducted offline between April 19 and May 3while
the HSSLC exams were scheduled between
April 16 and May 10 even while Meghalaya
went into lockdown on May 5. Examinations for
some papers ofthe HSSL.C had to be postponed

and held later.

The ICSE examinations which are usually
conducted in February/March were cancelled
by the board due to the pandemic. Originally,
the ICSE and I1SC exams 2021 were scheduled
from May 4 to June 7. The Board also reduced
the ICSE syllabus 2021 by 30 per cent this year
owing to the pandemic. Ultimately the exams
could not be held. Students were finally assessed
on the basis of the best three percentage marks
obtained in subjects for which board exams were
held and the marks of their internal assessment
as well as project work were considered.

India’s education system is deeply embedded
in examinations and marks scored. The other
attributes of students; their life skills, their cre-
ativity their co-curricular strengths are hardly
evaluated and yet these are what stand the stu-
dents in good stead in their future lives; not the
percentage of marks scored. The pandemic has
disrupted the smooth flow of the “business as
usual” education system. No one ever imagined
that the staid and predictable mode of dispens-
ing education would now have to undergo a
complete makeover because no one is sure now
as to when schools, colleges and universities
will open up and function “normally.” Yet that
‘normal’ where students attend school, meet
with-their teachers and peers, discuss anything
under the sun and test out their ideas is im-
perative. It must be appreciated that private
educational institutions rely mostly on students’
fees and are actually finding it tough to sustain
themselves and to continue to pay the teach-
ers’ salaries when students are not paying their
fees regularly. This will take a. toll on private
institutions. Only those relying on Government
funds continue to have it easy. But the best
education in this country is mostly provided by
private institutions. Government has to consider
all these aspects and open up schools, colleges
and universities. Students and teachers need to

rebuild their lives.

Letters to the Editor

Elegy of a
Motorcycle

Editor,

I write this letter with a
heavy dark cloud hanging
over the skies of North East
India and our heads as an
avid motorcyclist and on
behalf of others, who | am
sure are feeling the same.
The journey began with a
motorcycle and we first start-
ed traveling the length and
breadth of North East India,
whether it was for pleasure,
tourism, planting of a few
trees or plainly to just meet
more people from the region
(the eagerness to learn and
live from each other is a
lesson we will remember
for many years to come).
We saw how different we
are from each other, yet we
built a bond (a brotherhood)
accepting these differences
with arespect forged through
understanding.

We were accepted and
welcomed by families and
communities across the
length and breadth of all the
North East states without a
hint of doubt, hate, jealousy
or greed. Our motorcycles
slowly became a medium to
learn from the knowledge of
each of our states, their cul-
ture, religions, food habits,
ways of living, languages
etc. The harsh terrains, land-
slides, snow, rains, floods,
heat and dust we endured,
became minuscule with just
the warm welcome by differ-

ent homes and families. Our
thirst for knowledge from
each other pushed us on.

The axe of politics to
break this forge built over
the years, hangs heavily and
sadly over our heads.

We also wait patiently for
the virus to go away some-
day so our motorcycles can
weave through the region
again to rebuild what is being
attempted to be broken. The
different motorcycle clubs,
individuals and associations
in India have been instru-
mental in bringing regions
and people together with a
sense of love, respect and
acceptance of each other.
Even if some of us hang up
our boots with age, | hope
the Motorcycle Communi-
ties will continue to weave
these broken threads in the
years to come.

Yours etc.,

Ashley Erasmus Lyngdoh
Green Route
Via email

Lessons
from Tokyo
Olympics

Editor,

The Tokyo Olympics of-
fer many lessons for the
Government of India and
Indian sportspersons. The
incredible performance of
Indian sportspersons hailing
from villages proves that
if talented sportspersons
are given proper training

‘Human behaviour’will determine  Round the states
Intensity of 3rd Covid wave

The delta variant will gal-
lop this month, say US scien-
tists. The prognosis is for the
US. But how much it will
peak will depend on “human
behaviour”. And America
has humans of various vari-
ants. From the Texas variant
to the Florida variant. And
landlocked human behaviour
isr|’t the same as sea-facing
human behaviour. That said,
human behaviour, whether
sea-facing or landlocked, is
highly "unpredictable".

So, August will test the
United States. It’s currently
averaging 85,866 cases per
day. The last high was on Val-
entine’s Day. Last summer’s

peak was 67,000. The “winter
highpoint” was 260,000. An
August jJump is “really hard
to predict, and really hard to
control.” It's hard to predict
because “it is in our control
to change the trajectory” and
everybody has to be careful
and vigilant, and look out for
each other.

What about the Indian?
Should he display similar
behaviour? The answer to
that is what’s good for the
Americain and the English-
man should be good for
the Indian, too. UK cases
started dropping after the
highs of June and July. This
has raised hopes in the US,
and it should also in India.
Indian cases these days are in
the range 0f40,000. August 3
itwas 40,710, thanks largely
to Kerala, where goats were
allegedly taking revenge and
the political opponents of
CM Pinarayi Vijayan were
beefed up for all we know.

The delta variant, which
is India’s contribution to
the,pandemic, will go hyper

and training facilities are
available, their skills will
develop and they will put
up brilliant performance.
The incredible performances
of wrestler Ravi Dabhiya,
discus thrower Kamalpreet
Kaur , boxer Lovlina Bor-
gohain point to the fact
that if sporting talent is
nurtured, sportspersons will
achieve their full potential in
sport. It must be understood
that these sportspersons de-
fied heavy odds to carve
a niche for themselves. In
spite of the difficulties they
faced, they performed in
incredible ways and made
great achievements. They
overcame the obstacles in
their path such as poverty,
patriarchy, discrimination,
prejudice and so on.

It is a fact that a great
deal of sporting talent is
available in our villages
where facilities for sports
are grossly insufficient.
Budding players in villages
do not get adequate training
when compared with players
in cities. In fact, iftheir skills
are properly developed, they
may be able to excel in
sport. It is worrisome that
many talented sportspersons
are forced to abandon their
dreams due to lack of prac-
tice and training. Hence, itis
of paramount importance to
build and maintain sports
complexes with advanced
facilities in every district.
This will attract prospective
sportspersons. Stadiums in
big cities must be used for

By Sushil Kutty

in India also this month.
But watch Indian “human
behaviour” and you get the
distinct feeling people are in
the Tokyo Olympics mood.
Imagine if Indiawas winning
Gold everyday. The celebra-
tions would have rocked the
country. People jowl to jowl,
hitting it out at every public
venue. Just one Silver and
we couldn't hold ourselves
back! Everyone from the
Prime Minister down to the
peon was celebrating like
lunatics!

Did anyone see masks?
Social distancing? This,

when we’re told that “India
is witnessing the beginning
of a third wave”! And un-
like in the US, it isn’t the
“unpredictability of human

Heel. The Co-WIN dashboard
says some 40 percent of In-
dia’s adult population - 375
out of 940 million - has got
one dose as of August 3. The
two doses percentage is only
11%. Primarily because the
second dose interregnum has
been set longer. Most people
who have had the first dose
haven’t so far “qualified” for
the second dose! Crazy, but
that’s how things stand.

The point is more people
would be eligible for the
second dose soon, and then
will begin the clamour for
vaccinations. More than half

of the adult populations of
the US and the UK havebeen
vaccinated and yet Covid
cases haven’t fallen in those
countries. This, experts say,

What about the Indian? Should he display
similar behaviour? The answer to that is
whats goodfor the American and the
Englishman should be goodfor the Indian,
too. UK cases started dropping after the highs
ofJune andJuly. This has raised hopes in the
US, and itshould also in India.

behaviour” which is a bother
to us. We are scared the third
wave would be a replica of
the 2nd wave. Three factors
will determine how acute the
3rdwave will'be, say experts.
1) Pace of vaccinations. 2)
Regional and demographic
variations in vaccination. 3)
Antibodies in the popula-
tion.

The Opposition says the
pace of vaccinations is the
Modi Government’s Achilles

hosting major events and
organising training camps.
Other states must take
a leaf out of the book of
Odisha. The state will host
the Men’s Hockey world
Cup in January 2023. As-
troturf grounds are being
constructed to tap local
talent. Apart from this, all
necessary facilities will
made for local players. It is
a fact that investment at the
grassroots is of paramount
importance for nurturing
sporting talents and achiev-
ing sporting glory.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS
Kollam

Take the
politics out of
borders

Editor,

It is interesting that the
regional committees on bor-
der disputes headed by dif-
ferent MLAs are branching
out into the different areas
under dispute between Me-
ghalaya and Assam arid are
also reporting back about the
ground situation obtaining
there. The group headed by
KP Pangniang, HSPDP chief
and MLA had reported that
while the majority of resi-
dents in the disputed areas
have stated their preference
to remain with Meghalaya,
there are some that have
expressed a desire to remain
with Assam. As someone
who knows the border dis-

is because of the delta vari-
ant. For a short period there
was talk of a ‘delta-plus
variant’, but delta-plus got
devoured somewhere along
the way. Now people speak
only of*“delta”, not forgetting
to add “deadly” to it.

True, vaccinations have
brought down deaths. More
in the largely vaccinated
West, and less in poorly vac-
cinated Asian and African
countries. The problem for
India is that the pace of vac-

putes between Langpih in
West Khasi Hills on the
Meghalaya side and Lampi
onthe Assam side, the border
residents have confided that
it is easier to get their griev-

ances and to obtain their.

documents such as Aadhar
etc., from the Government
of Assam because they are
non-tribals and it is difficult
to get any response from
the Government officials of
Meghalaya.

It is a fact that Assam
is proactive in providing
documents to people in the
disputed areas. Assam is also
keen on building road con-
nectivity between the border
residents and the district
headquarters. Meghalayahas
been very slack in bringing
development to the border
areas. Everywhere, the bor-
der areas ofthe state are least
developed. What have those
MLAs representing those
border areas, especially the
disputed ones, done over the
decades?

Thenthere is official apa-
thy and politics too. In Ri
Bhoi district when people
from the disputed areas come
to Nongpoh to get their
names registered for Aadhar
etc. the pressure groups
intimidate and protest that
these people should not be
given documents because,
they are of doubtful identity,
merely because they are non-
tribals. But such is not the
case with Assam where they
are even asked to come and
get their documents, includ-
ing the EPIC. People resid-
ing in borders are interested

cinations differs from state to
state. Ask apoorly vaccinated
state ‘why?’ and the answer
is a clipped “shortage of vac-
cines”. Reports in the media
come armed with a picture of
a cardboard “No Vaccines”.
There’sno use fighting a card-
board that’s already hanging,
and playing dead!

The threat of “community
transmission” also remains
pretty grim, and vaccine
protection against commu-
nity transmission isn’t all that
comforting. The disparity in
vaccination coverage from
state to state depended on the
difference in population share
thatreceived at least one dose

of the vaccine. Himachal
Pradesh had a high percentage
of 73 compared to 30 percent
for Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.
Kerala, which accounted for
halfthe number of cases post-
Bakraid, vaccinated more
than 55 percent!

As forthe presence ofanti-
bodies inthe population, India
might be in ahappier position
compared to the United States
and the UK. The ICMR says
a June-July sero-prevalence
survey showed a big spike
in the presence of antibodies
—24 percent in December-
January to 67.6 percent in
June-July. Again, Kerala has
the lowest presence of anti-
bodies, and the most number
of new infections, proofthat
high antibody states are better
protected against a possible
new Covid wave. At the end
of the day, however, it’ll be
“human behaviour” which
will determine the infection
level, and the death count.
(IPA Service)

in politics only to the extent
that it brings development.
They have no special affin-
ity to any state in particular.
They want to live peaceful
lives and to carry out their
economic activities without
any hindrance.

Meghalaya has identified
12 areas of difference with
Assam and submitted docu-
ments onthese, since August
2011. Meghalaya has also
been asking for the creation
of a boundary commission
monitored by the Centre to
resolve the disputes. The
total disputed area is around
2700 sg. km. The question
is why has this demand for
a boundary commission not
been met by the Centre. Is
Delhi also playing its own
games?

On the Meghalaya side,
resolving border disputes
has been part ofthe election
manifesto of the regional
parties in particular, for sev-
eral elections since 1972.
Once elections are over,
borders are a forgotten topic
until the next election comes.
Let us hope that ChiefMinis-
ter Conrad Sangma resolves
the border issue once and for
all and calls the bluff of the
regional parties. Let’s see
what agenda they have for
the next elections.

Yours etc.,
Ksankupar Syiem,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Insaf

J&K’s 2nd Anniversary

Avre the winds of change
blowing in Kashmir? Far
from it, says the People’s
Alliance for Gupkar Decla-
ration (PAGD). Observing
the second anniversary of
revocation of Article 370
in Jammu & Kashmir, on
Thursday last, members of
PAGD claim ‘the situationon
the ground is worsening.’In
a statement, the PAGD said
‘J&K has been in lockdown
since August 2019, the hard-
line approach of arrests and
detentions hasn’t receded
in past two years and the
clampdown and continuous
restrictions on movement
and association of people
and gagging the media has
resulted in a “forced si-
lence.” But Prime Minister
Modi tweeted: “A historic
day. Two years ago, on this
day, the firstbig step towards
a #NewJammuKashmir was
taken. Since then, there has
been unprecedented peace
& progress in the region...”
Is he off the mark, as there
is disappointment. More so
as he had raised hopes after
a recent all-party meet with
the members, but nothing
concrete has come out ofitto
restore people’s confidence,
says the PAGD. Ask the lo-
cal chambers of commerce
and industry, it says as the
Centre’s claim of develop-
ment and investment is hol-
low. The big question iswho
will decide whether J&K
continues to remain far from
Delhi or that it’sdilheart]
of India?

States Disregard SC?

the Supreme Court is
aghast. Section 66A of Infor-
mation and Technology Act
2000, which it declared as
unconstitutional, continues
to be used by governments!
On Monday last, it issued
notices to all States, IJTsand
Registrars General of High
Courts, saying “this cannot
continue”, while hearing a
petition by People’s Union
for Civil Liberties (PUCL).
The petitioner was too asked
to make all States parties
to his petition, as police is
a State subject. Recall, the
apex court had in March,
2015, struck down Section
66A in Shreya Singhal v.
Union of India case, saying:
the law in its entirety being
violative of Article 19(1)(a)
and not saved under Article
19(2) clearly “arbitrarily,
excessively and dispropor-
tionately invades right of
free speech and upsets bal-
ance between such right and
reasonable restrictions that
may be imposed on such
right”.Given “shocking state
of affairs”, the SC asked
Centre’s response, which
said as police and law and
order- being State subjects,
law enforcement agencies
across States share equal re-
sponsibility to comply with
the ruling. Both Ministries
of Electronics and IT' and
Home had written to States’
Chief Secretaries, UTs ad-
ministrators and DGPs ask-
ing them to sensitise their
agencies and direct police
not to register cases under

the quashed provision.More.

needs to be done. Where will
the buck stop?
N-E Border Skirmishes

All is not well in the
north-east. The recent vio-
lent skirmishes at Assam-
Mizoram border, in which
six Assam policemen were
killed and over 45 injured, is
a cause of concern for North
Block. Itwasjolted to get its
act together and had to get
the leadership ofboth States
issue ajoint statement after a
week on Thursday last. The
two States agreed to lower
tensions and “find lasting
solutions to the disputes”
through dialogue. But it’s
easier said than done. As-
sam ChiefMinister Himanta
Biswa Sarmaand his Mizo
counterpart Zoramthanga
agreed to abide by the agree-
ment: maintain peace in
the inter-state border areas,
welcomed deployment of

neutral forces by Centre;
States won’t be allowed
to send their forest/police
forces for patrolling,.domi-
nation, enforcement or for
fresh deployment to any of
the areas where conflict took
place between police forces;
take all necessary measures
to promote, preserve and
maintain peace and harmony
amongst the people living in
the border area, among oth-
ers. Will peace and harmony
be lasting and will govern-
ments go all out to honour
the agreement? For it’s not
the first time that border
skirmishes have taken place.
The fact is that demarca-
tion of land when States
were carved out of Assam,
continues to be a sore point
with the locals, specially at
the border and there is need
for the political leadership
to have a continuous dia-
logue and involve them as
well. Knee jerk reaction is

. certainly no solution.

UP Poll Season

The countdown to UP
elections has more than
begun. While BJP top brass
leadership has already start-
ed wooing the voter, Sam-
ajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav is realising it’s time
toride the tide. On Thursday
last, he embarked on a “cycle
yatra” and raise issues such
asunemployment, pricerise,
farm laws and crime rate and
notjust mark socialist leader
Janeshwar Mishra’sbirth an-
niversary. He is doing what
BJP and its Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath are best
at - proclaim themselves as

the winner already. Akhilesh
claims SP would win not
just 350 seats but 400, given
people’sanger. Outstretched,
as the Assembly has 403
seats! How will he meet
his target? It has already
proclaimed not to have any
electoral alliance with major
political parties (Congress
or BSP) but smaller ones.
Be that as it may, it’s a long
haul before the polls are
announced and much could
change. BSPtoo is posturing
and its chief Mayawati has
ridiculed Akhilesh’s yatra as
gaining ‘cheap popularity’.
Will SP’s next move ofhav-
ing a ‘Rath Yatra’ in October
change minds? What is go-
ing to count, however, is the
people’sangst against Yogi’s
administration and its han-
dling ofthe second wave of
Covid, where lives were lost
because of lack of hospital
beds and oxygen. The BJP is
worried but a lot depends on
how the Opposition, includ-
ing SP,touches the cord of
the grieving voters.
Kudos To Odisha

Three cheers to Odisha
indeed. It too needs to bask
in the glory of the Indian
men’s and women’s hockey
teams at the Tokyo Olym-
pics. It was the State’s Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
who heralded a new era,
when in 2018 his govern-
ment decided to sponsor
boththe Indian women’s and
men’s hockey teams for five
years till 2023. This after
Sahara had withdrawn its
sponsorship and the Odisha
Mining Corporation, stepped
in on his instructions to do-
nate Rs 150 crore. It is now
being seen that the Rs 20
crore provided to the teams
annually has done wonders.
Patnaik, an avid hockey
player in his school days,
sought to spot talent in the
sport among tribal youth
and also built infrastructure
of international standard.
He had said: “Hockey in
Odisha is more than a sport;
it’s a way of life especially
in our tribal regions, where
children learn to walk with
hockey sticks. No wonder
Odishahas produced India’s
finest hockey talent.” Impor-
tantly, the two Vice Captains
of the teams are from his
State. Odisha has carved its
place and is now at par with
Punjab and Jharkhand on the
hockey field. Kudos! INFA
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Tourism vs Ecology:
|adakh’ Dichotomy

By Nivedita Khandekar

state of Jammu and Kashmir and granted the

Union Territory status, Ladakh is on crossroads
over choosing between sustainable tourism and saving
the fragile trans-Himalayan ecology.

Tourism has been steadily increasing in Ladakh
over last few decades and with every passing year,
created an unviable strain on the local natural re-
sources. While on the one hand, pe.ople want more
tourists to come; on the other, environmental experts
are wary of negative impact it will have on the local
environment.

A few days ago, whfcn a video of a reckless tour-
ist's four-wheeler stuck in the sludge at the shore
of the serene Pangong Tso lake went viral on social
media, there was a lot of hue and cry from all strata
of people from Ladakh, in person, in media and also
on the social media.

"Ladakh has some beautiful high-altitude lakes,
which are not only home to several wildlife but also
has rich traditional values and sacredness. Enjoy the
peaceful awe-inspiring lakes but please don't pollute
them,'," president of the International Association
for Ladakh Studies and Founder of the Himalayan
Cultural Heritage Foundation Sonam Wangchok had
tweeted.

With its nature's bounty, Ladakh attracts large
number of tourists and the numbers of have been
increasing by the year. Apart from backpackers and
regular tourists, Ladakh has attracted bikers from all
across India and the world.

On Wednesday, the Border Roads Organisation
(BRO) opened the highest motorable road in the world
at 19,300 feet at UmlingLa Pass in eastern Ladakh,
which is set to attract more and more bikers who were
attracted earlier to the 18,00Q+ feet of the Khardungla
Pass. This development, many fear, would bring on

Two years after it was separated from the parent

Curious Sounds

By Sukant Deepak

e was four-years-old when
he started learning tabla un-
der Pt. Amar Bose, before
moving to sitar at the age of seven.
However, Abhisek Mallick stresses
that his training in the percussion

more tourists, especially the bikers. Pre-lockdown,
there were more than 2.7 lakh tourists to this vastly
beautiful cold desert.

Just like the viral video about the fancy SUV stuck
in the lake shore, another video of a bunch of bikers
kicking the sand dunes in remote Ladakh too drew
lot of criticism.

"Sand dunes are an independent eco-system. There
are ground nesting birds, there are lizards, there are
scores of insects and other species that are found in
the sand dunes of Ladakh. Once the balance is dis-
turbed, ecological process is disturbed and it can have
an impact on the eco-system services," Snow Leopard
Conservancy India Trust's Tsewang Namgail said.

Therefore, he said, it is imperative that both locals
and tourists need to understand the fragile ecosystem
and ljeed to respect the environmental fabric.

And then there are others who equally blame the
local administration's inefficiency. "It is my sincere
request to all tourists visiting Ladakh. Respect the
beauty, respect the ecosystem, respect the people.
Yes. However, I'd also like to add that,the authorities
in Ladakh have to do a much better job of enforcing-
the rules," said RinchenNorbu Shakspo, ajournalist
from Ladakh, now based in Bengaluru.

Ladakh generally witnesses domestic tourists, in
May and June with little less in July each year. Last
year saw a stop due to the lockdown but this year, the
tourists are back with a vengeance. "Plus, this year,
several people from north-west India have parked
themselves off Ladakh due to work-from-home sys-
tem,"” pointed out social worker Fariha Yusuf.

Yusufis with the Ladakh Ecological Development
Group (LEDeG) that has carried out cleanliness aware-
ness drive regularly along with the administration and
also encouraged the administration to compulsorily
enforce 'segregation at source' for the municipal solid
waste. "Fortunately, the hotels and other local people
are complying pretty well. We have also started clean-

ing the landfill site which is overflowing with all the
years' of waste. It will take time but at least, a start
has been made," Yusuf added.

The change is slow but beginning to happen. On
the occasion of celebration of the second anniversary
of the formation of Union Territory of Ladakh, the
Ladakh Tourism department launched e-bus and also
conducted a 'sustainable cleanliness drivelat Skara
Spang, a meadow in the neighbourhood pfLeh.

While both the initiatives earned good words for
the administration, there are concerns raised for the
overall changes happening since last two years. With
so much of infrastructure planned, concerns are raised
towards the processes that will ensure environmental
due diligence. For instance,'Namgail pointed out to a
certain Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) report
prepared for a road building project in Ladakh.

"One of the EIA reports | saw mentioned, 'There

are no trees in the area, so we can go ahead with the
project’. This shows a clear lack of understanding
about the ecology here,” Namgail said.

Environmentalist 'Karma Sonam pointed out how
the status of UT is being-problematic for better envi-
ronmental administration. >

"The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Coiinr
cil is now a powerless body, and all the decisions are
taken at the central level. Tourism has been increasing
over the. years but now it is time to put a check as
excessive tourism can be a problem for environment,”
he told IANS on phone.

From being part of a large state to being a Union
Territory and then from demanding Schedule Six
status to now demanding separate state, Ladakh anil
Ladakhis have come a long way. Time for this old
silk route destination to find its own place again!
(IANS)

cape Welcome

sounds like a Sitar and not like
some distorted electric guitar as
it was in most of the cases earlier.
I have also successfully experi-
mented with playing it in selective
fusion concerts to attract genera-
tion X. I did much research work
to select the right combination of

By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe

to the gang!

"It often strikes us at that the
greatest gift, particularly for a

instrument has been instrumental in
shaping him as a musician.

Adding that in order to be a suc-
cessful artist, it is paramount to
have a deep understanding of the
taal or rhythmic cycles, he adds,
"Melody and rhythm go hand in
hand. The tabla training laid the
foundation of my musical journey
and helped decode the intricacies
of Indian layakari, the mathematir
cal aspect of our music. And let's
not forget, in Hindustani classi-
cal, the sole companion of any
instrumentalist or vocalist during
the performance is the Tabla. So,
knowing it is like knowing your
companion,” says this recipient
of the President's Gold Medal
awarded by All India Radio.

But it is not just classical that
moves Mallick. Talk to this young-
est member of India's best known
band 'Rhythmscape’, and he re-
members that when the band's first
album was released in 2003, he was
still in college.

"My first concert with Rhythm-
scape was in 2012 after | went and
met Bickram Ghosh and played
before him. My journey started
since then and | have been fortu-
nate enough to be playing, learning
and travelling with the Band all
over the world till now.

"In fact, as part of his Drums
of India project, | have been lucky
to perform in some of the most
coveted music festivals in the US,
Europe, and south Africa.The Cape
Town Jazz Fest is one such."”

Talk to him about his electric si-
tar which he designed himself, and

the musician says that with the ad-
vent of fusion music, as sitar play-
ers started to play in fusion bands,
a necessity was born for the sound
of the Sitar to stand out amongst
instruments like keyboards, elec-
tric guitars, bass guitars, and drums

all of which have a very loud and
powerful sound, something that
would not have be possible with
an acoustic sitar.

"Fortunately, | have not faced
any criticism from purists probably
because my Electric Sitar actually

pick up and processor for my elec-
tric sitar so that the originality of
the tone is retained. My aim was
always to magnify and embellish
the original tone by electrifying
the instrument.”

Realising that the audience for
classical and fusion are distinct,
Mallick prefers to keep his two
‘avatars’ distinct. He says, "This
way | can keep experimenting with
different genres of music while
maintaining my roots in Hindustani
classical music intact."

Mallick, who was part of the
recently organised HCL 'Baithak’
feels that more corporate houses
should come forward to patronize
and promote musicians and artists.
"The mandatory CSR activities of
the corporate houses should also
focus on the welfare of musicians
and artists. HCL is doing a wonder-
ful job in terms of providing oppor-
tunity, promoting and propagating
the artists and their work."

Currently, working on a series
of digital concerts where the per-
formance of fellow artists from all
over the country \frill be showcased
on an international platform, Mal-
lick, al-ong with other musicians
has formed the band 'VEDA' "I
play the Sitar, Ratul Shankar plays
the Cajon and Mainak Bumpy
Chowdhury is on the Bass Guitar.
It is essentially an instrumental
set up although we do occasion-
ally feature singers from different
genres. Right now, we are working
on our upcoming album which we
are planning to release in October,"”
he signs off.

ust like there's no one-size-
fits-all jeans, one diet that
suits all or one beauty routine

woman, is the right to choose. Not
only do women want to express
their individuality in all aspects,

that we all follow, there is no labflom their clothes to bigger life de-

to define the woman of this gen-
eration. She is neither traditional
nor modern, passive nor
rebellious, old school nor
progressive — neither

here nor there. It is this
dichotomy that inspires

Gajra Gang — a brand [

and a community that ac-
knowledges that while her

choices make her stand

out, they also unite her

with her girl gang.

Nykaa Fashion cele-
brates the spirit of sister-
hood and the freedom of
choice, as it introduces
Gajra Gang — a new la-
bel that is an ode to every
woman who refuses to be
labeled. The newest addi-
tion to an already formi-
dable repertoire of con-
sumer brands like Nykd by
Nykaa, Twenty Dresses,

RSVP, Mondano, Likha
and Pipa Bella, Gajra
Gang comes with the same
curatorial vision that is
unique to Nykaa Fashion.

With a ready-to-wear collec-
tion of modern occasion wear, the
brand is a little bit bold, flirty and
feminine, yet always free-spirited.
Explore a range of romantic floral
lehengas that twirl, crop top sets
that rock, one-shoulder tunics that
remix and light-as-air Chanderi and
organza sarees that are pure love.

cisions, they also crave judgement-
free communities that support

these choices. With Gajra Gang's
assortment and social media com-
munity, we will strive to do both:
inspire as well as support women
to fearlessly build the lives of their
choice." — says Adwaita Nayar,
CEO, Nykaa Fashion.
(The author can be contacted
at lothungbeni.h@ians.in)
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The Things People

he road to survival is rough
and rambling, often tak-
ing travellers to uncharted

of football. But COVID-19 has
hindered his plan.
Akshay, who performs for high

career paths, but when it is a pa- events and TV commercials

demic year and the work itself is
unconventional the course is that
much tougher —and the future more
uncertain.

Powerbocking, extreme bik-
ing stunts, hip-hopping, freestyle
football or simply the art of stand-
ing still as a living statue'... the
many varied things people to earn
a living and also fulfil a passion for
the unusual makes for an eclectic
list. After months of lockdown,
however, the stars of the uncon-
ventional in the pre-pandemic era
now find their work space shrink-
ing perilously.

Rohan Singh's worker as a
‘powerbocker' artist would have
many looking for a dictionary to
understand what exactly he does.
Simply put, it's the art of running,
jumping and doing acrobatics
on special stilts. Till the COVID
pandemic hit in March last year,
the 27-year-old -was always on the
move - and not just on stilts - as
he travelled countries to take part
in different events.

Ultimate Striderz, the company
founded by his brother Rahul in
2012, was India's first and only
powerbocking group, Rohan said
proudly. It was also his only source
of income. “The entertainment
and event industry faced a mas-
sive blow in the pandemic. Many
businesses have reopened, but not
ours,” Rohan said. He even started
working as a sales representative to
makes ends meet but that did not
work for very long either.

He is trying to stay positive
and keeps himself occupied with
Instagram videos and work outs to
maintain fitness. It's a challenge to
stay focused on a better tomorrow
for so many others as well.

If Rohan uses stilts, Akshay
Yadav juggles the humble football
with various parts of the body
(except the elbows and hands) as
a mean of creative self expression
and entertainment. The 26-year-
old, considered among the best
freestyle footballers in India, said
he wants to change the perception

By PL AJai Bhambi

and has spent years honing his art,
suddenly finds himself with little
work. The man, who shared space
with stars such as Salman Khan and
Varun Dhawan and earned plaudits
from international football play-
ers Del Piero as well as Baichung
Bhutia, said he was willing to even
become a delivery boy.

“Due to the pandemic, all events
shut down. International trips were
cancelled, shootings were called
off... I couldn't even practice out-
doors as all the parks and beaches
were closed. All my savings fin-
ished and for the first time in my
life 1 had to borrow money from a
friend,” Akshay said.

With COVID numbers coming
down, things are slowly beginning
to look up. “I have got two movies.
| just grab any opportunity and at
any price...,” he said.

The lows after the highs are
difficult to handle, taking a huge
emotional and physical toll, agreed
Pravin Habib, a popular name in
the Indian BMX (bicycle motor-
cross) circuit. Like Rohan and
Akshay, 27-year-old Pravin too has
travelled the world. He came into
the limelight in 2016 when he rep-
resented India at the World Leisure
Games in Chuncheon, South Korea.
He was the only BMX rider in the
Indian contingent and finished 15
ofthe total 21 participants. Pravin,
who has fought disapproving par-
ents and indifference to the sport,
was just settling down to some
glory after the Chuncheon Games
when his world came crashing
down with COVID.

“All events and shoots were
called off... | became a zero from
a hero as there was no income. As |
was uneducated, | couldn't get any
job. The lockdown has changed my
life,” Pravin said somberly.

Girjesh Gaud is proud to call
himself Mumbai's “first living
statue”. Gaud covers himself in
gold and stands still so people can
come up and take pictures with
him. Quite like other living statues
in global tourist hotspots, a centu-

‘Star - Gazing’

Moon opposite Saturn on your solar return chart and it will give fantastic results.

This is going to be an amazing time period for you. You will be in a positive frame
of mind and will look forward to accomplishing all major goals that you have
envisaged. You will have loads of patience to get the difficult task completed. Your
colleagues will provide you all support in your pursuit. Your bosses and superi-

rion in Rome, for instance.

His first performance was on
October 8, 2018 at the Gateway
of India.

"l painted my face and costume
under a tree and stood still for 45
minutes with a collection box. Peo-
ple were stunned. | earned Rs 800
that day," the 28-year-old said.

After trying out various venues,
he settled on Bandra. He only per-
formed at Bandra with huge crowds
gathering to take selfies with him.
“Then the lockdown happened...
parks and beaches were closed. My
dress has been lying unworn since
January,” he said, adding that he is
making do with short videos.

The bright lights of showbiz,
now dimmed, beckoned Gladson
Peter too. But he strums a different
tune - 13 in fact, and all at the same
time. The 24-year-old calls himself
Mumbai's only one-man band who
can play 13 instruments at the
same time. “Things were different
before COVID struck. I travelled
miles for shows and events were on
the high. The pandemic has shat-
tered us,” he said, acknowledging
the importance of a stable income
which in his case came from teach-
ing music.

He has started performing vir-
tually on Zoom and Google Meet
events hut nothing is the same.
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i achieve high. Your disputes with neighbors will get

resolved. Officials will be happy With your work. You might buy
new clothes and ornaments. You will do right things and achieve
your objectives. There will be lot of peace at home.

Libra: (September 23- Libra 23)

ors would be generally satisfied with you. You may look for new job avenues.
There are possibilities of transfer/posting in your job. Your salary and pay

package will increase.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

It is time to make the right moves. You will be making progress in
your job. Your business will also prosper and flourish. There will
be an increase in your work efficiency as a result your income will
also rise. You will feel a lot more secure. You will become veiy
popular. Some persons may become jealous of your success.
You will get caught in a controversy and may find it hard to come
out of it. buttimely help of an influential person will help you. Your
relations with your spouse/partner will be cordial. Family prob-
lems will get solved. You will be anxious to establish your
dominance over others. However, your family members will give
a lot of respect. .

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)

*1

Some positive incidents will occur which will give solace to your
mind. You will have gains from all directions. You will pay atten-
tion to work plans and achieve success at work. You will also
complete your work as a mission. You will be very responsible
and will discharge duties properly. There will be wonderful
bonding between brothers and sisters. The time is good. Your
mate will support you. You will become the favorite of your family.
You will get good opportunities in job/business. It is also time to
make profits. You will be busy in romance and love affairs. Those
who are single will get suitable marriage proposals. Overall you
will be well and enjoy peaceful time. You will have mental peace.
You will also undertake some short trips for relaxation. And

' could be attracted to someone’s spiritualism. You will be recep-

tive towards advice.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

\p *1J
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Your professional relations will get strengthened. You will be
making lot of new contacts which will prove to be beneficial in the
long run. The situation in business will be nomial. Your financial
position is going to be strong. You will remain busy in your work.
You will get a promotion all of a sudden. A meeting with an old
lover will excite your heart and you will be lost in memories.
Property related disputes will get solved. You will not ran away
from responsibilities and will take everyone along with you. You
will become aggressive and make progress in studies and will
get good resulte. You will also undertake short business trips
and will fix long term goals. Y

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

It is time full of fun and frolic. You will be physically active. Halted
works will gather momentum. You will get opportunity to race
ahead in life. It will be a good idea to spend sometime in the lap
of nature with your family and have peace and bliss. You will do
each work very carefully. Your enemies won't be able to harm
you. You will spend time with your parents and wife. You need to
keep away from doing wrong things. These are victory granting
days for you. Your desired work will be done. You will keep
personal matters a secret. You will get some good news from
somewhere and take an important decision regarding your
career. Income is good.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)

JJ

There will be no obstacles in your progress. Your relatives will
help you in your hour of need. You will find close support coming
from family too. You will be eager to finish your work. You will also
plan to go on a business tour abroad. Your family members will
praise you to the skies. And your luck will be with you. The time
is advantageous. All the situations will be in your control. Old
bitterness will get finished. You will also have new hope in life.
you will keep racing ahead in your businessiwork. Women will
be able to establish a balance between work and recreation.
Health will excellent. You will be full of self confidence. You will
meet your dear ones. This is the right time to bring future plans
into action.

Virgo: (August 24- September 22)

You will prosper in life. And will not compromise with anything
and will settle for only the best. You will spend some quality time
with your family members. And can also plan to go to a retreat for
a short duration. You will do things of your choice and eat food
you like. The house wives will be able to show their capabilities.
Your investments will bring good returns. All your half-finished
works will be completed. The young people will prepare them-

Your efforts will bring good results. You will impress one and all

with your never say die attitude. You will be satisfied and happy

with the outcome. You will also have luck on your side. You will
achieve success and good things in life. TTiose connected with

technology and media will get success. You will work with lot of

determination and also remain sensitive. The pace of success
will be steady. Your income too will rise. You will interact with lot
of people. You will also meet a special person at this time who will
open the doors of success for you. Along with your domestic
affairs will also be resolved. Engagement might take place. You
will get attracted to the opposite sex. Mutual exchange of feel-
ings will give you happiness.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

You will pay attention to your house, property, family and your
partnerships. You will have monetary gains. A major expansion
in business is round the comer. You will also get a good job offer,
You will be mentally agile and fit. There will be a slight inclination

towards spirituality. You will have some new interests and enjoy
yourself. Your personal life will get cool because of love and

romance. The small worries regarding home will dispel. You
should curtail your expenses. Everything that shines is not gold
is the saying that should be kept in mind while buying things.
Spend only as much as you have in your pocket. After lot of

struggles and efforts you will finally succeed in getting a loan.

Sagittarius:) November 23 - December 23)

Your work will get done with ease. So you need to make best use

of this opportunity. You will get success in legal matters. There
are strong chances of division of property. You will also get
success in love and romance. Love mates will enjoy a good time.
Your income will also rise. There will; be various activities in
different directions. Marriage function will take place. Commer-
cial situation will improve. Your business partner might betray

you. You need to remain alert. There is possibility of getting

separated from your dear one, for a little while. You will also have
differences of opinion with your life partner. You will have to
remain cool and peaceful under all circumstances.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)

You will focus on your work with seriousness and also get good
results in the bargain. Your bosses will also praise you for your
efforts. You could be given additional responsibilities too; House
wives will leam new recipes, for that they will take the help of
internet and youtube. You will have financial <}ains. Your supe-
riors will hand over more responsibilities to you. You will do some
work for the welfare of the people. You will also fall in love with
a person known to you. Your desires and dreams will be fulfilled.
Pending works will soon be completed. Your mind will be peace-

ful. You will meet lot of new people. Your communication skills will

be second to none. You will fulfill your responsibilities with great
aplomb. Disputes will be peacefully resolved. Money that was
struck somewhere' will accrue to you.

Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)

erably neutralized.

You will get good opportunities for professional growth. Your
boss and seniors will be happy with you. You will also get new

orders/contracts. You need to remain alert as you could be a
victim of some evil conspiracy. Your disputes with family mem-

bers related to property will get more complex. But you will find

a way out. You will also bring about a massive change in your
organization and staff. You will focus on cost cutting. You will
enjoy a good time with your partner. There will be joyous and

blissful moments. The progeny related woriy may get consid-
You will devote time in research and
higher studies. And may read different subjects.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

Students will do well in exams/interview and will be willing to

leam new techniques. You will have good time amidst your

close ones. You will come in contact with top officials. You will

also buy something new for the house. You will be quite

spiritual and ethical during this phase. Your reputation, pres-
tige and glory will take an upward plunge. You will not compro-

mise with your ideals and principles come what may. You will
recover your long due money held by a party. Your enemies

won't be able to scratch you, no matter how hard they try to
damage your interest. You will travel a lot. You will consolidate
your energy and resources.

“I run a music institution where
we teach the ukulele. Our brand,
UKEXxperience, is one of its kind in
India ... I'm waiting for the world
to open up,” he said.

Having touched fame and rec-
ognition, many other artists are
struggling.

Gaurav Bhatkar, for instance,
left his practice as an interior de-
signer to follow his inner calling.

He has painted world renowned-
personalities, deities and done
abstracts and stylised canvases
too, and was getting ready for
an exhibition last summer. That
didn't happen of course and he is
now trying to sell his works online
- without much success, “Three
years of my work is lying in the
studio...,” Bhatkar, 35, said, hop-
ing for normalcy to return. Like

Career Opti
the Fashion World

By Ranjan K Baruah

re you passionate about
new styles, innovation or
anything related with fash-
ion? If yes, then you may choose
fashion as your career. Fashion is
not only fashion shows or wearing
a few stylish dresses. It is more
than that and one of the most cre-
ative professions is as-
sociated with fashion.
Fashion is a form of
self-expression and au-
tonomy at a particular
period and place and
in a specific context,
of clothing, footwear,
lifestyle, accessories,
makeup, hairstyle,
body posture, etc. In its
everyday use, the term
implies a look defined
by the fashion industry
as that which is trend-
ing. Everything that is'
considered fashion is
available and popular
by the fashion system.
When we look at
fashion from career
perspectives then many
terms would come to
our mind right from
fashion design, interior
design, textile design,
footwear design, fash-
ion photography, fash-
ion journalism, etc.
We should be aware
that the domestic tex-
tiles and apparel in-
dustry contributes 5%
to India's GDP, 7%
of industry output in
value terms and 12%
of the country's export earnings.
India is the 6th largest producer of
technical textiles with 6% global
share (12% CAGR), the largest
producer of cotton and jute in the
world. There is no doubt that the
recent pandemic and lock down has
negatively impacted the industry
but that does not mean that the
situation will be the same every
day. After the pandemic is over,
there would be new initiatives and

activities which would certainly
boom the industry.

Courses in leading institutes like
National Institute of Fashion Tech-
nology include Bachelor of Design
in Accessory Design, Fashion
Communication, Knitwear Design,
Leather Design, Textile-Design
and Fashion Design. In the master
level course it provides courses

like Master of Design, Master of
Fashion Technology and Master
of Fashion Management. There are
many other institutes in the country
that offer similar courses and also
different diplomas and advanced
diplomas. Admission in leading
institutes is through All India En-
trance test which are conducted in
all leading cities of the country.
Apart from government insti-
tutes there are many private insti-

r --r->...

him, Vishal Suryakant Shinde, well
known for his eco-friendly Ganpati
idols, is self taught. -Shinde, who
also exports fiberglass idols,»has
innovated for the COVID times
with small eight-inch idols that can
be immersed at home.

But business was down by about
50 per cent and Shinde is now
earnestly hoping this year will be
better. (PTI)

ns In

tutes offering courses related to
fashion. Aspirants must be careful
and vigilant while taking admission
in private colleges as all institutes
may not be credible and there might
be issues of placement after finish-
ing the courses. Job options include
Fashion designer, Retail buyer, Re-
tail manager, Retail merchandiser,
Stylist, Textile designer, Visual
merchandiser, etc. One
may join in different
industries or start their
own initiatives like
starting fashion studios
or boutiques, etc.
Apart from having
academic qualifications
like degrees or diplo-
mas one should have
employability skills to
be placed after com-
pleting the courses.
One must remember
that a career in fashion
means one must be cre-
ative and innovative.
Using technology for
innovation is another
way which means one
must have required
technological skills to
be successful in this
field. | have seen stu-
dents and young people
engaged in e-commerce
activities with different
products. If one is in-
terested in selling then
they can think of learn-
ing and getting trained
in this field to start
their own ventures. As
the northeastern region
is rich in diversity of
clothing and other sou-
venirs hence our youths may take
up the required degree or diploma
and get engaged in promoting our
rich traditions and earn at the same
time. We shall write about more op-
tions related to the fashion industry
in our forthcoming editions.

(The author is a career mentor,
skill trainer and motivational speak-
er and can be reached at bkranjan@
gmail.com or 8473943734 for any
career related queries)
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The ga-ga over gold

INDIA went gaga on Saturday evening. The
jubilation survived the night and spilled over to
the morning and was carried forward over tele-
vision sets. Everyone patted their own back for
the Gold that Neeraj Choprawon for Indiainthe
last lap ofthe Tokyo Olympics. “We did it”, and
we carried with us two Silver and four Bronze
as the curtain fell on the grand show. Elsewhere,
there was palpable gloom. China got more Gold
than the US, 38 against 36, and the Americans
were upset. US took more medals than China,
108 against 87 - and the Chinese were upset
too. Thejubilation here will continue for some
time and then India would go back to slumber
and wake up by the next time the Olympic bell
tolls for another show - Paris 2024. All said,
India improved on its previous abysmal tally. In
the 2016 Rio Olympics, the Indian tally was no
more than a Silver and Bronze each. In 2012 at
London, India lifted two Silver and four Bronze.
That was the best number India had ever had,
save for a Gold by Abhinav Bindra inthe Beijing
Olympics. Indiatook one small step forward this
time in terms of medal tally.

Notably, after Narendra Modi took charge
as Prime Minister in 2014, and after the Plan-
ning Commission was'renamed NITI Aayog,
this institution aiming at national rejuvenation
had, at its outset in 2016, set for India a target:
50 medals for the 2024 Olympics through a
progressive improvement in the performance of
Indian athletes. Two years later, at Rio in 2016,
it was a near-total washout. There is nothing to
suggest that the present performance will help
India substantially raise its stake in another
three years’time - for the 2024 event. India had
joined the Olympics for the first time in 1900,
four years after its formal start, and took.two
medals. Till theUme ofthe-Tokyo Olympics this
year, India’s total niedal tally at all the Olympics
put together was just 28, including the Gold
that Bindra lifted in 2008 Beijing Olympics.
The Olympics is just another barometer for
the hopelessness that India is today; a nation
messed up by wayward, corrupt and dynasty-
minded anachronisms for over 70 years. Merit
is overshadowed by increased indulgence in
nepotism, which has become away of life here.
The huge funds earmarked for sports are going
down the drain- apartofitpocketed orpilfered,
a part of it unutilized and some part misused.
The results are there for all to see. The problem
with India is that politics subsumes everything;
sports included and there is scant respect for

professionalism.

I Letters to the Editor

World
Indigenous
Peoples’ Day
&USOF

Editor,

The United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in 1994 ob-
served August 9 as World
Indigenous Peoples Day.
This happened at the first
meeting of the /JUN work-
ing group on indigenous
population for promotion
and protection of their hu-
man rights. It is strange that
while almost all countries
have been mentioned in
the UN map of indigenous
peoples, India does not find
a place there because it is
not a signatory to Resolu-
tion 49/214 of December
23, 1994, although we have
the highest population of
indigenous peoples. India
is a country with diverse
cultures and with a highly
stratified society replete
with prejudices. The fear
of minority superiority, loss
of control over minority
by majority is the biggest
hurdle in signing ofthe 1994
UN Resolution which will
be of a binding nature to
the member states that are
signatories to it. Indigenous
people from countries that
have signed this Resolution
come under the ambit of
the United Nations Human

Rights Council (UNHRC).
Since India is a rights-based
democracy, to further ex-
pand the rights ofindigenous
peoples so that they will not
be leftbehind, requires anew
tripartite social contract be-
tween UNHRC, indigenous
people and the Government
of India.

Many agencies and or-
ganisations are celebrating
this day across the country to
bring awareness to the pres-
ent generation about their
customs, culture, traditions,
technology, environment
and an organic value system
they practiced centuries ago.
This year the theme ofWorld
Indigenous Day is, “Leaving
no one behind: indigenous
peoples and the call for new
social contract.” This theme
directs that humanity which
has witnessed a pandemic
where in the name of social
distancing, economic dis-
tancing has left many behind,
should take a fresh look at
rights. There are many ways
to empower the powerless
and to give voice to the
voiceless so that all can live
life with dignity.

Five years after the dec-
laration ofWorld Indigenous
Peoples Day by UN, India
announced a New Telecom
Policy (NTP)-1999 for sup-
port to Telecom Service
Providers according to the
mandate of the International
Telecommunications Union

COVID-19 Pandemic: The

An article from the most
recent readings provided a
word which best describes
the current state of affairs
the world is in due to the
pandemic. An article in The
Inquirer (issue 8012/29 May
2021) which is a fortnightly
of the Unitarian Church
in the UK by Jacqueline
Woodman discussed the
word ‘liminal” which best
describes the situation that
the entire humanity is in
today. The state of affairs
that the world and the entire
human race is caught in to-
day which is being betwixt
and between. Simply put
luminal relates to a transi-
tional or initial stage of a
process.

Never in the history of
the world or that of peoples
belonging to different races
and countries have so many
experienced the same an-
guish and uncertainty at the
same time. Since the begin-
ning of last year till, date,
the entire world is plunged
into a dilemma. Nobody
knows what will come next.
People cannot make long
term plans and will have to
avoid visiting distant places
except for emergencies. Itis
the universal experience of
being all in the same boat
and people in the entire
world are all floating along
with the waves in the wide
span ofthe oceannot know-
ing what will happen next.

The fortnightly magazine
defined the word ‘liminal’as
a place or time or experi-
ence ofdisorientation which
is followed by uncertainty.
It is that which has thrust
humans into an uncharted
future and thrown out the
stability and comfort that
they once knew. It is some-
thing that makes people
disoriented and throws them
into uncharted waters. Even
though they are confident
about the pastaad.it is only
natural to be iffisttre about
the future (as it has always
been), there is something
extraordinary about the
current Covid-infused situ-
ation. In fact the pandemic
has not only brought ev-
erything to a standstill but
has sent everyone helter-
skelter. The pandemic has
not only made people’s lives
disoriented but they cannot
even plan for the future
because one never knows
what the future has in store
for them.

As a tribal one sees how
the entire tradition that one
so deeply cherishes crum-
bling like a pack of cards
in the blink of an eye. Not
to talk about those who
died due to Covid where
protocols need to be ob-
served in conducting the

(ITU), the United Nations
specialized agency for In-
formation and Communica-
tion Technologies - ICTs.
Article 1(d) offee ITU seeks
to promote the extension of
the benefits of the new tele-
com technologies to all the
world’s inhabitants. Accord-
ingly, the Indian Telegraph
Act was amended in 2003
and gives statutory status to
Universal Service Obliga-
tion Fund (USOF)whose
main objective is to enable
rural Indians to achieve their
fullest potential and par-
ticipate productively in the
development ofthe. nation by
being effectively connected
through a reliable and ubig-
uitous telecommunications
network; access to which is
within their reach.

In the six north eastern
states, excluding Assam and
Sikkim approximately five
thousands villages which
have been primarily inhab-
ited by indigenous peoples
have yet to have access to
telecom connectivity. Once
they are enabled with' ICT
their culture can penetrate
across the globe and this
unique and incredible cul-
ture will win over millions
of hearts.

ICT isthe only tool which
opens up new opportuni-
ties to indigenous peoples’,
including financial stability
and sustainable livelihoods
in order for them to realise

By HH Mohrmen

funeral rites, but Covid had
impacted even onthose dying
of other reasons. One cannot
attend the funeral of even
those who die an ordinary
death. Everyone has missed
attending the funeral of their
near and dear ones which in
ordinary circumstances one
would be there to stand by the
bereaved family and to lend
one’s shoulder for themto cry
and rest their heads on.

In ordinary times even if
one cannot visit the bereaved
family during a funeral, one
would always make sure to
visit them later. But due to
the pandemic the obligation
of visiting and supporting
one another during the time
of trials and tribulations is
being dispensed with. The,
community support no longer
exists and the bereaved fam-
ily is left to fend for itself.
The million dollar question

is whether the pandemic has
ushered in a new era among
the tribal community of the
state.

Like a tree.in the autumn
which sheds all leaves wait-
ing for the spring, it looks like
once in a lifetime a.situation
like this occurs when the old
gives way to the new. The
factthat market day is slowly
giving way to Saturday as a
traditional day for shopping
is something that will remain
true for good.

The laminal experience
that this writer experienced
recently was when a member
of the family tested Covid
positive. It was a shock no
doubt and there was fear
amongst the family members
because the relative is an
elderly person who had not
even taken a single dose of
vaccination. Fortunately she
is Covid negative now and
recuperating. At the personal
level during that briefperiod
all the plans went haywire.
Few meetings had to be can-
celled even as one floundered
aboutwhentoplan one’s next
move till the test is done and

their fullest potential so that
the gap between actual and
potential will be minimised.
Technology with values and
culture calls for anew social
contract in order to become
a super soft power. This will
only be possible when no
one is left behind. For that
the USOF, is connecting
the unconnected indigenous
people of India.
Yours etc.,
Dilip Singh, ITS officer
Via email

Appoint
qualified tribal
as Pro-VC,

Tura Campus

Editor,

Apropos ofthe news item
‘GH groups seek revamping
of NEHU,” which appeared
in your daily on August 3,
2021, | am of the view that
NEHU Tura Campus which
has completed 25 years of
its existence on February
23, needs special attention
from the newly appointed
Vice-Chancellor ProfPrabha
Shankar Shukla. It is encour-
aging to note that within five
days of his taking charge
as VC, Prof Shukla visited
Tura Campus on July 31
and interacted with teaching
and non-teaching fraternity,
including the local NGOs
to get first hand information

the result is out. The angst of
having to stay quarantined at
home until the RT-PCR test
result comes out was another
anxious space inone’s life. It
is only when the result came
out negative that one could
heave asigh ofreliefand start
all over again.

Onthe other hand one can-
not help but watch inwonder
how the lives ofyoung people
unfolded during the last one
and half year period. They
were also caught in betwixt
and between as there is no
certainty in what they are do-
ing. Their education is in dis-
array as online classes barely
help them learn; the truth is
online classes are no substi-

‘tute for classroom teaching.

It also helps one realise that
not only is classroom teach-
ing important but the school
and college atmosphere is
also an important element of

education. In reality even if
a student remains absent or
does not attend classes and
fails in the exams, and has
learned nothing from the
classes, the fact remains that
the studentwould have learnt
something from the campus
environment.

Surely, the students who
graduated from different
classes during the pandemic
period via online classes

:would definitely feel some-

thing amiss. They were ec-
static when their results were
out and rushed to get admis-
sions in their dream schools
and colleges, but thejoy was
short-lived as they have to
stay put in their homes and
attend classes through the
online mode. The feeling
of one’s education beipg
incomplete in spite of being
declared passed and pro-
moted to another class will
always be there in the minds
of the learner. What impact
this will have on the educa-
tion in general and the psyche
of the young students in
particularwill remain oblivi-

aboutthe status ofthe NEHU,
Tura campus. It is apparent
that over the last six years
the overall performance of
NEHU has slumped. NEHU
Tura campus has been in the
public domain for the wrong
reasons.

What NEHU Tura Cam-
pus was in its initial stages
is not what it is today. The
problems and challenges
faced by the TuraCampus are
multiple in nature. Toname a
few, there has been no regu-
larization of non-teaching
staffwho have been working
for over 25 years. Despite
having eleven departments
with one ofthem being self-
financing no recruitment has
happened both for teaching
and non-teaching posts after
2012. Apart from that there
was a lot of discrimination in
the selection process where
even a local Garo who is a
gold medalist was denied
appointment to the post of
Assistant Professor under
UR category in the Horti-
culture Department Often
the programmes organized
by the University staff are
in disarray and chief guests
comprising dignitaries such
as elected representatives or
senior government officials
were not formally addressed.
There was a breach of pro-
tocol in the National Sci-
ence Day celebration 2016
programme where the vote
of thanks which is always

~astin [ versal Liminal Experience

ous until and unless a study
is conducted to understand
the issue.

The other question is
whether the lockdown which
began last March and contin-
ues till this year helps make
humans more spiritual? Or
does it at least make even
those who have an aversion
to using the word spiritual, to
think? Itistrue that individual
life is anever ending journey
from certainty of the past to
uncertainty of the future. So
one may ask what the fuss is
all aboutthen. One may argue
that the entire life as ahuman
is living in betwixt and be-
tween the past that one knows
and atthe sametime living in
apprehension aboutthe future
that one does not know. One
may also argue that in life
the future is always uncertain
anyway, but the time space
during the pandemic is dif-
ferent. The global pandemic
has put the entire world in
one capsule (if one may say
s0), and the commonality of
one human race and the fact
that the entire world is one,
is being reaffirmed. One may
describe such an experience
as part ofone’s spiritual jour-
ney, but the difference is, this
time around for at least the
present moment of history,
the pandemic, has succeeded
in putting everybody on the
same Voyage. Everybody is
living a Star Trekmomentina
Starship Enterprise on ajour-
ney to a place where humans
have never been before.

Unlike in the past when
humans with knowledge
about the past walk to the fu-
ture with confidence, thistime
the certainty of the past does
not give one the reassurance
to plan for the future. Till to-
day everybody is waiting for
the new normal. Everybody is
anxiously hoping that the new
normal will arrive soonerthan
later. Unfortunately uncer-
tainty still looms large in the
universal horizon. Whenwill
this be over is the question
that is in everybody’s mind?

The global pandemic is
one big bubble wherehumans
share a common experience
that people regretfully con-
clude, ‘we are all in this
together.” The division that
we created on the basisofre-
ligion, race and ethnicity has
lost its meaning. Surely the
one and halfyears had given
each and every one ample
time to reflect and decide on
their next move as one walks
into the post Covid era. Indi-
vidually one must have been
familiar with living in a limi-
nal space, but the pandemic
is one profound illustration
of the world and the entire
human race experiencing the
occasion of living together in
the same liminal space.

Hhmohrmen67@gtnailL
com

eproposed in ascending or-
der was not observed. There
were occasions when the
Pro-VC arrived to the pro-
gramme very late and spoke
after the Chief Guest. One
senior citizen of Tura Town
humorously told me, “If I
attend a NEHU programme
I have to take a sleeping pill
at night.” What he meant to
say was that school or col-
lege programmes of Tura are
far better organised than that
of NEHU.

Till date the NEHU Tura
Campus has no potable drink-
ing water, no stationary shop's,
no banks ,no post office and
lacks other basic amenities.
Considering all these factors
I urge the present VC to ap-
point a well qualified tribal
Professor from any of the
North Eastern States, with
enough administrative experi-
ence and one who is present-
able in all aspects as Pro-VC.
Only such a person can take
the NEHU Tura Campus to
greater heights/Suchaperson
is one we can look up to and
will inturn provide academic
and intellectual leadership.

Yours etc.,
SA Sangma
Tura

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.
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Stagflation looms large

RBI panel for
cut in taxes

By Shivaji Sarkar

Severe price rise and
plummeting consumer confi-
dence israttling the monetary
policy management of the
Reserve Bank of India. Once
again the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) finds the
high petroleum taxes spur-
ring prices ofall commaodities
and inflation index across the
country. A dissentnote onthe
price front has called upon
to cut all taxes on petroleum
products, saying that bank
expects inflation to touch 5.7
per cent in 2022 against the
present 5.1 per cent.

Therising inflation should
have resulted in higher repo
rates but the central bank
has with reluctance arid cau-
tion held the rates back to 4
per cent to help the govern-
ment. Economically, it is not
supposed to be a prudent
decision, as it further re-
stricts the purchasing power
capabilities. This means the
industry may not find a very
conducive environment and
the demand side will remain
weak,

A look at the RBI Con-
sumer Confidence Survey
for July reveals weakness
in the bargaining powers of
the working class and high
prices putting a squeeze on
the non-essential spending,
a crucial factor for the socio-
economic progress. The cur-
rent situation index (CCI) fell
sharply from its March 2020

value 0f 85.6 to 48.5 in May
2021 and has not recovered
till July as per CCS findings
between June 28 and July 9.
The survey indicates nega-
tivity about jobs, incomes
and concents about rising
prices. Thebank is concerned
because if the economy does
not show a turnaround it will
have to dig into its reserves,
a difficult reminder of the
1991 crash.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das’s statement for its effort
forrecovery is significant. He
states: “The RBI remains in
‘whatever ittakes’mode with
a readiness to deploy all its
policy dimensions - mone-
tary, prudential or regulatory.
Our focus on preservation
of. financial stability con-
tinues. At this juncture, our
overarching priority is that
growth impulses are nurtured
to ensure a durable recovery
along a sustainable growth
path with stability”.

The MPC fine print, how-
ever, underlines worrying
trends like stagflation threat
for the country. A stagflation
is low growthwith high infla-
tion. file MPC might have
retained the GDP forecast
for 2020-21 at 9.5 per cent,
projected in the June meet-
ing but MPC members are
seemingly more bearish in
their outlook than they were
earlier. The MPC has revised
downward of the second,
third and fourth quarter pro-
jections because of demand-
side projections.

According to an educa-
tionist’s observation, the
demand-side problem is even
reflecting on the university
admissions, particularly of
private universities. The ad-
missions are suffering at
all levels as parents have
squeezed income and little
to spare. This indicatesthat a
deep malaise is setting in.

Inflation is prime concern
of the RBI, according to its
Deputy Governor Michael
Patra. He says, “It is impor-
tantto bring that down”. The
current assessment is that the
inflationary pressures during
2021-22 are largely driven by
adverse supply shocks. The
MPC says that there is large
amount of slack in the econ-
omy with output below its
pre-pandemic level. It hints
at weakness in demand.

, To support it one may
referto the Purchasing Power
Index. It remains below the
critical threshold of 50, val-

ues above which signify
an expansion in activity,
compared to last month.
The Nomura India Busi-
ness Resumption Index has
also shown a marginal fall
in the last two weeks. The
Nomura India economist
has pointed to the dissent
of an MPC member against
the accommodative policy
rate stance/

The dissent not? of Raj
KiranRai G, Chairmanofin-
dustry lobby of Indian Banks

" Association (IBA) and head

of Union Bank of India,
states, “RBI ‘nudges’ the
governments at the Centre
and States to cut the high in-
directtaxes on fuel products
to bring down the pressure
on prices. It is pertinent to
note that while die decision
ofthe monetary policy com-
mittee for continuance of
the accommodative stance
was unanimous in the.June
policy, it is not so in this
policy.” He underlined the
building of the price pres-
sures.

That is vital. The growth
remains uncertain. It fell to
4.04 per cent in 2019-20
from 6.53 per cent in 2018-
19. In 2020-21, it plum-
meted to minus 7.25’per
centand is expected to grow
by 9.5 per cent. There are
many doubts though. Even
Ifit grows by 9.5. per cent, it
is to be noted that it is over

a minus growth. The actual
growth at that level would be
amere 2.25 per cent.

The World Bank (WB)
has now slashed India’s
GDP forecast 8.3 per cent as
against its earlier forecast in
2022 and may even plummet
to 7.5 per cent and may fall
to 6.5 per cent in 2023. It
states, “The pandemic will
undermine consumption and
investment as confidence re-
mains depressed and balance
sheets damaged.”

The World Bank may
not be off the mark. The
pandemic has dispropor-
tionately affected labour
and the infoitnal sector. The
output gap is predicted by
the MPC though it is not
confident about the growth.
The International Monetary
Fund defines output gap as
an economic measure of
the difference between the
actual output ofan economy
and its potential output. In
monetaiy policy terms, po-
tential output is also taken
as the limit which can be
reached without stoking
inflation.

The MPC does not rule
out 5.7 per cent inflation in
2021-22 fiscal,.almost a per
cent more than what was
predicted in April meeting.
Even if this is true, this
would be the year of high-
est inflation since 2012-13.
Consumer price index is at
a high at 6-16 per cent. With
income losses it hits the
demand to critical levels.
While bank lending is not
picking up, the growth of
bad loans spell trouble not
only or NBFC, the prime
lender for the unorganised
sector, but the whole of
Indian economy. If their
ability to lend is curtailed
due the surge in bad loans,
consumption and demand
would weaken further.

This might hit the bank-
ing sector as the RBI finan-
cial stability report (FSR)
estimates bad loans to touch
9.8 per cent by March 2022
from 7.5 per cent in March
2021. It means lenders may
see bad loanrisingby Rs 1.3
lakh crore and outgo of Rs
7000 to 9000 crore as inter-
est payment.

The RBI has given the
prescription for the govern-
ment to follow. If it follows
the steps to check inflation
the economy may spur else
more difficult days await the
nation. —INFA
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“The environment will continue to deteriorate
until pollution practices are abandoned.

—B. F Skinner
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The garbage challenge
IT’S been a couple of weeks since the waste
from Jowai, approximately 63 kms away from
Shillong was brought to the state capital to be
dumped at Marten. The irony here is stark. It
means that 49 years after statehood our politi-
cal and social leadership failed to envision that
people would no longer be able to dispose of
even their kitchen waste and grass and weeds
etc., within their own compounds. The question
therefore is why the need for a waste manage-
ment system beyond our respective households?
There are two important reasons here. First,
homes are built without any specifications and
without having to adhere to a set of guidelines
such as having enough space for a septic tank,
and organic/kitchen waste disposal pit. Hence
every space became built up. Secondly, forty
years ago households did not generate as much
plastic waste (plastic bags, food packages, pa-
per, aluminium foil etc,). Those days electronic
and metal waste was unknown. Civilisation
has introduced many items to make life easier
for humans but it has not shown a sustainable
model for waste reduction, waste management

and waste recycling.

The purpose of governance is to envision the
state and its future needs and not just to deal
with immediate issues and to fire-fight. Indeed,
fire-fighting is what is happening with the gar-
bage from Jowai since there isn’t any place for
dumping that mess in the vicinity. The problem
today is that even recycling plastic and metal
garbage has other consequences. All talk about
cement companies buying up plastic waste has

had no visible results.

Meghalaya Government needs to take hard
decisions based on its own experiences with
garbage. First, there has to be one uniform rule
for building permissions within and outside
municipalities. Houses must have space for
dumping organic waste. That must be a pre-
condition for granting building permission.
Landfills are an outdated idea. Other cities have
democratised waste management by making
localities responsible for managing their own
waste through use ofwaste convertors installed
locally. The Meghalaya Governmenthas to ban
the use of plastic carry bags and call upon all
commercial establishments, petty shopkeepers
and hawkers to cooperate in this initiative. A
call must be given to reduce waste as much as
possible. People generally don’t think much
about waste because once it goes out of their
homes their responsibilities are over. It’stime to
make every household responsible for the waste
it generates and to pay by weight and not just
a monthly collection charge which only goes
towards paying salaries to waste collectors and
maintenance of trucks. The public is actually
not paying the cost of managing the waste at
Marten. There has to be some strategic thinking

on this issue.

8 Letters to the Editor

Border disputes
resolution should
transcend politics

Editor,

Of late, there have been
a lot of unnecessary bor-
der skirmishes amongst the
North Eastern States. The
latest fallout at the Assam-
Meghalaya border of long-
khuli , Ri Bhoi District and
the Assam-Mizoram dispute
in Lailapur-Vairengte border
are results of a “collective
failure” on the part of all
state governments, past and
present and more impor-
tantly the Center. In all the
border issues among states of
the North East though, there
is one common denominator,
Assam and understandably
so, since every other state
apart from Manipur and
Tripurahave been carved out
of it. The longest border dis-
pute in the North East is be-
tween Assam and Nagaland
since the latter gained state-
hood in 1963. It is highly
commendable to see the two
state governments recently
reaching an agreement to
de-escalate border tensions
with immediate effect.

However, looking back at
history, the border disputes
between states in India as a
whole has never been kind,
whether it is between Kar-
nataka and their southern
counterparts or Assam and

its surrounding sisters states
and as the record shows, not
one border dispute among
states has been resolved
post India’s Independence.
The questionthen is whether
Hie Union Home Minister’s
wish and advice to the North
Eastern states to sort out
their border differences be-
fore the 75th Independence
Day Celebration will ever
materialize. It looks highly
improbable.

Closer home we have
12 points of dispute along
the 884.9 km long border
with Assam and so far the
collective decision of both
the governments during the
second round of CM-level
talks to try and solve the
issues in phases within the
first six areas is a step in the
right direction. There is a
remote possibility that such
a long pending land thorny
issuewill evenberesolved in
the next few years, certainly
not even in the backdrop
of a “bonhomie” that both
the CMs share at the mo-
ment. There are too many
stakeholders that have to
be taken into account, espe-
cially, political rivals whose
political agenda moves in
the opposite direction. The
apolitical class, though, de-
sire to see this issue solved
once and for all, irrespective
of any political affiliations.
There is no need to hide
that past governments have
failed us especially during
those periods when we had

A waste disposal
prObIem called Marten resolve border

Waste disposal and its
treatment is an important ele-
ment of urban planning and
development. It is as critical
as ensuring road connectivity
and provision of electricity
and drinking water to the
households. In the case of
Shillong city, waste disposal
is a neglected domain. It
has been so for many years.
Today, it has turned into an
awkward and embarrassing
situation for the state gov-
ernment. This column deals
with the specifics of waste
disposal alone. In the cur-
rent scheme ofthings there’s
no point talking about waste
management. That is a far
cry and something which will
never be achieved if Marten
continues as awaste disposal
site. Marten has turned into
an eyesore for many. The
people from other localities
may want to remain oblivi-
ous to the problem. Some
say it is a Mawlai thing and
let them deal with it. Well,
picture this. If Mawlai really
decidesto flex itsmuscle then
the whole of Shillong will
turn into a stench of waste.
As such, Marten is not at all
a locality-based problem,
rather a lesson on urban
planning for Meghalaya as
awhole.

At the outset, Marten is
unsuitable to function as a
waste disposal site. Although
its total area is around 16
acre's, much of it has reached
its capacity. The useable area
today is roughly equivalent
to five football fields. It is
located on a hilltop which
does not bode well for the
surrounding areas. It does not
possess systems for genera-
tion of eco-friendly energy
such as bio-fuel/biomass.
Any which way we look at,
Marten as a waste disposal
site was poorly chosen. There
was no thought on how to
deal with the insurmountable
quantities of waste in the
years that followed. It is dif-
ficultto fathom that we have
a waste disposal site within
the limits of Shillong city.
This is a blot on the face of
urban planning. The outcome
is that people have to toler-
ate the stench that emanates
from it with the worst being
during the rainy season. In
addition to the smell, people
also have to face the seepage
into the Shillong-Guwahati
highway. Talk aboutwelcom-
ing visitors/tourist into our
city. Marten has become a
shame for many on numer-
ous occasions. As such, it is
tenable for Mawlai locality
to protest and call for the
removal ofthe waste disposal
site. The state government
has started to listento this de-
mand but the worrying thing
is that it seems as though it

the same regimes ruling
Meghalaya and Assam for
a long time and not to men-
tion a friendly government
atthe Center as well. It was
indeed a missed opportunity
for them, to say the least, in
spite of their rhetoric in re-
cent days. Atthe same time,
we cannot ignore the factthat
the present dispensations
have a big moment before
them - a moment of history
in the making.

The beginning, resulting
from the first two rounds of
CM-level talks is promis-
ing, but to be progressive in
achieving the desired goal,
one needs to go beyond the
so called “political will” and
the “bhai-bhai pradarshan”
that the two CMs have ex-
hibited thus far. It needs the
unraveling oftheir charisma,
the digging of their person-
alities, and the summoning
of all their political experi-
ences, even the need to go
beyond their party’s decree.
It may be the toughest battle
in their political careers yet,
but an opportunity neverthe-
less. For both the CMs who
have so far displayed unpar-
alleled leadership qualities in
their respective states, their
coming together to solve
this long standing issue is
not an accident. It is a mo-
ment though, that will prove
their mettle. It is a challenge
never seen before but the
goal at the end ofthe road is
worth fighting for and even
Ifthat goal seemstoo high to

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

is just looking for a landfill
replacement. Apparently,
there is no thought on waste
management. By all means,
it looks as if it is only about
shifting the problem into
another site.

The main gate and front
of Marten is something that
most people are familiar
with. However, it is also
important to note the rear of
the site. This can be viewed
and experienced when one
travels through what we c&ll
in Khasi as “ka lyntirim’. Itis
an old road which is seldom
used now. Its termination
point is at one end of Umiam

Lake. This end is common for
fishing. The road is manned
at the entry-exit point by
the forest department of the
Government of Meghalaya
with specific opening and
closing timings. The good
thing aboutthe rear of Marten

and rich fauna. The most
prominentofwhich are birds,
monkeys and snakes. Marten
is a threat to these.. As of
today, there is not enough
evidence to suggest categori-
cally that the seepage perco-
lates into the water bodies
downstream. Nonetheless,
the soil pollution around the
site is prevalent for all to
see. The rainy season makes
it worst. The flora is already
affected and it isjust a matter
of time before the animals
would face the brunt of it.
The interior of Marten
leaves a lot to be desired.
The stench is normal. The

frequency atwhich the waste
dumping trucks came to un-
load can also be considered
as being normal. However,
the working conditions ofthe
waste segregators are precari-
ous. Apart from gumboots
they have no other means of

‘At the outset, Marten is unsuitable to
function as a waste disposal site. Although
its total area is around 16 acres, much ofit has
reached its capacity. The useable area today is
roughly equivalent tofivefootballfields.

It is located on a hilltop which does not bode
wellfor the surrounding areas. It does not
possess systemsfor generation ofeco-friendly
energy such as bio-fuel/biomass. Any which
way we look at, Marten as a waste disposal
site waspoorly chosen.”

is that there is a proper re-
taining wall. It is awell con-
structed wall that prevents
waste from being scattered
beyond control. There is also
an arrangement to control
seepage ofwater through the
wall. There are large pipes to
take care of this. However,
on closer inspection there is
significant seepage from the
site downwards and towards
an area which is rich in flora
and fauna. The stretches of
lynti rim have bountiful flora

achieve during our lifetime,
as afamous personality once
said “If you set your goals
ridiculously high and it's a
failure, you will fail above
everyone else's success.”
Yours etc.,
Lawrence Pherliam Sumer,
Via email

Complexities
of the
boundary issue

Editor,

For some time now, the
inter-state border problem
with neighbouring Assam
has been cropping up. People
residing on the Meghalaya
side of the border continue
to face threats and intimida-
tions of various kinds both
from state and non-state
actors from the Assam side.
It is also noteworthy that the
Assam-Meghalaya border
skirmish had led to the loss
of innocent lives in West
Khasi Hills a couple ofyears
ago. To add insult to injury
the Assam Government did
not take any action on the
personnel responsible while
we kept our eyes shut over
this. It is also ironic that
the political will and sagac-
ity is lacking in the pres-
ent set of politicians. Some
even contend that they need
to handle Assam with kid
gloves as Meghalaya s "over
dependent" on Assam for

protection frbm the hazards
of waste handling/segrega-
tion. A few of them wear
gloves. This is dangerous as
they might come into contact
with hazardous household
wastes like sharp objects,
broken glass, chemicals, etc.
Its Covid-19 pandemic time
but most of them were not
wearing masks. But Covid-
19 is not the brief here. The
greater worry is the heaps of
bio-medical waste which is
lying unattended. Hospital

everything.

The present set of poli-
ticians do not reflect the
characteristics of those like
late HS Shylla, HS Lyngdoh,
EK Mawlong and others
who have left this world. |
remember that a senior SP
ofthe districtwas transferred
when he stood up to call a
spade a spade in the light of
the Assam police intrusion. |
often wonder why the same
principles ofjustice is found
wanting in the present set of
police officers of our state.
Coming to our ADCs, both
the KHADC and JHADC
will need to undertake a
cadastral survey and for this
they should call a Dorbar
involving all the Syiems,
Dolois, Sirdars etc., who
truly represent the rights of
the local communities and
who know the lay ofthe land
which can then be repre-
sented to the State and Union
Government. However* for
this we will require an hon-
est approach not a populist
vote-catching strategy. It has
to be in the best interests of
the state and its people.

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar
Shillong

Garib
diplomacy

Editor,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in arecent video inter-

waste is extremely dangerous
and someone has to do some-
thing about those big yellow
bags before they cause serious
health problems. If anything,
it seems as though there is
no concern for the welfare of
the employees working inside
Marten.

Well, what is the way out?
The immediate solution with
regard to Marten is two-fold.
Firstly, it is about reducing
the quantum of waste that
goes into disposal. For this
to happen, households can
revert to the age old practice
of ‘compost pits’. They are
an effective way of handling
organic waste (apart from
meat waste). The product is
the generation of fertile soil
that can be used for plants
and flowers. If there is a
space, every household in
Shillong should revive this
old practice. It is beneficial
and environment friendly. If
some of the homes do not
have the space for this on
account of fully concrete/ce-
mented premises; itis still riot
a problem as wooden crates
can be used,as a compost pit.
This will be pfimmense help
for reducing organic waste
at Marten in the short-term.
Secondly, if at all a new site
is identified for waste disposal
then it must encompass ad-
equate provisions for proper
waste treatment and waste
managementas a whole.

Finally it is sad to note
thattill date Shillong does not
practice waste management.
Marten is not the solution.
It has ceased to serve its
purpose. It is time to think in

terms ofgenerating fuel from'

organic waste and effective
recycling inorganic waste. In
relation to this, what is the
outcome of the visit of the
state government delegation
to Alappuzha town, Kerala
in 2018? This town is re-
nowned for sustainable waste
management. Its practices
are considered to be amongst
the best in the world. Their
waste management model
is a decentralised action of
waste collection, segregation,
processing, composting, or-
ganic fanning aijd recycling.
These are done at the locality/
community level. There are
multiple waste management
units in the town. In addition,
Alappuzha once faced waste
problems ljke what Shillong
is grappling with now. So, has
the State Government learnt
something from the visit?
Which of these learnings are
viable and can be replicated
for waste management in our
urban planning? It is high
time to revisit the issue!

(Email: benjamin2lin@
yahoo, co. in; the writer teach-
es at NEHU)

action in Madhya Pradesh
categorically blamed the
Congress for using 'Garib
Diplomacy’ without doing
anything substantial for
the poor and marginalised.
While there may be some
element of truth in his ac-
cusations, the fact is that no
government at the Centre
whether BJP or Congress did
anything remarkable over
the years for the uplift ofthe
have-nots as testified by dif-
ferenteconomic indices. Itis
an irony that in a democracy
like India all political par-
ties use jargons like 'Nyay’
or 'Garib Kalyan' simply
as a bait to win elections.
While the Congress regime
was marked by rampant
corruption in implementing
different welfare schemes,
the Modi Government with
its pompous and whimsical
policies like demonetisation,
instant lockdowns, corpo-
ratisation etc. further testi-
fies that over the years the
pro-poorinantras chanted by
different political parties are
nothing but a mirage in the
desert, designed only to win
elections.
Yours etc.,
Sadiq H. Laskar,
Guwabhati

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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to

By Shaining Star Lyngdoh Marshillong

The creation of Megha-
laya, Mizoram, Nagaland
and Arunachal Pradesh from
Assam has sparked several
border issues. Assam has
8 districts bordering Me-
ghalaya, 3 districts border-
ing Mizoram, 4 bordering
Nagaland and 8 bordering
districts with Arunachal
Pradesh.

The longest-running bor-
der dispute inthe North East
is between Assam and Na-
galand, whichbegan soon af-
ter Nagaland became a state
in 1963 followed by several
major clashes between the
two states along the border
in 1968, 1979, 1985, 2007
and 2014. Mizoram and As-
samhad a relatively peaceful
relationship except in 1994
and 2007. The major border
row between the two was on
July 26, 2021 which led to
the intervention ofthe Union
Government of India.

The territorial dispute be-
tween Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh started soon after
the latter got statehood in
1987 when certainterritories
weretransferred from Assam
to Arunachal Pradesh.

Meghalaya’s border dis-
putes with Assam emerged
even before Meghalaya got
statehood that is in 1971
when it challenged the As-
sam Reorganization Act
of 1971 suggested by the
Chandrachud Committee
that recommended hand-
ing over of Blocks | and Il
(present day Karbi Anglong
District) to Assam. Megha-
laya claimed that Blocks |
& 2 are part of the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills district as
notified under the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation
(BEFR) Act 1873 and as per
the survey maps of 1872 and
1929. Meghalayahas at least
12 points ofborder disputes
with Assam as per the re-
cent tafts between Himanta
Biswa Sarma and Conrad
Sangma.

Assam has resisted devel-
opmental work inthe border
villages ofMeghalaya, rang-
ing from road construc-
tion p~ovember 7, 2019),
erection of electric posts,
construction of footpath
under MGNREGA scheme,
construction of schools,
anganwadi centres and oth-
ers. Some of the border
related issues between As-
sam gnd Meghalaya include
Assam police intruding into
Mawsikar village and plan-
ningto erectboundary pillars
near Kyrdum on August 1,
this year but it was stopped
by villagers. Assam claimed
land at Solairtek area under
West Garo Hills and imple-
mented the MGNREGA
scheme there as per the
reports on August 1, 2021.
Assam police stopped the
erection of electric posts at
longkhulivillage installed by
the Meghalaya Energy Cor-
poration Limited (MeECL)
and manhandled a Member
of District Council (MDC)
Charles Mamgar on July 26,
2021. longkhuli is under Ri-
Bhoi district of Meghalaya.
Assam Police arrested two
cowherds below 12 years of
age, from Mawsikar village,
West Khasi Hills District in
July, 2021. Assam Police
wanted to make a police
outpost at Umwali village
on February 20,2020 which
is still part of Meghalayabut
villagers came out to protest
and foiled the plan. Assam
government stopped con-
struction of a police outpost
at Umru village, Ri Bhoi
District on April 5, 2018.
Assam police also stopped
construction of sericulture
project at Madan Umwang,
Ri-Bhoi district on August
2,2017.

On August, 2015 Assam
Government took control of
the land at Mallangkona and
Mallang Siminaguri area be-
longing to West Khasi Hills
District. People of Block-I
comprising of Mowluber
Skap, Shnong Thymmei,
Mowjem, and Madan Non-
gkylla along with people
from Turn Turn, Khatkasla
and Psiar under West Jaintia
Hills District live in fear
each day because Assam
police continually interfere
with their lives. Langpih in

West Khasi Hills is one of
the major border disputes
which started since 1974. In
2010 four citizens ofMegha-
layahad losttheir lives when
Assam police opened fire at
Langpih, thereby prompting
the two-state governments to
take up talks.

To resolve the border
disputes several.dialogues
between Meghalaya and As-
sam had been going on, how-
ever, nothing notable has
been achieved so far. On July
23, 2021, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Chief Minister of
Assam and Conrad Sangma,
Chief Minister had agreed
to a proposal for a ‘give and
take policy’to amicably re-
solve the long pending bor-
der issue. The row between
Assam and Meghalaya at
longkuli Village on July
26, which happened on the
same day that triggered the
violentborder clash between
Assam and Mizoram ledto a
point that called for a quick
intervention from the Union
Government, of India. The
Union Home Minister, Amit
Shah after discussion with
the ChiefMinisters of North
Eastern states suggested to
solve the long pending bor-
der dispute between Assam
and other Northeastern states
by demarcating boundaries
through satellite imaging.
The Umiam-based North
Eastern Space Application
Centre (NESAC), ajoint ini-
tiative of the Department of
Space (DoS) and the North
Eastern Council (NEC) was
given the task for scientific
interstate boundaries demar-
cation through satellite im-
aging and mapping.

Amit Shah mooted the
idea of the scientific inter-
state boundaries demar-
cation through satellite
mapping stating that it will
amicably and permanently
solve the border disputes in
the Northeastern states as
new boundaries would be
drawn.

Areas of dispute be-
tween Assam and Megha-
laya include Umru village
in Block Il under Ri-Bhoi
district; Langpih, Uiriwali,
Mawsikar, Mallang Simi-
naguri, Aradonga Tarabari,
Gizang and Hahim under
West Khasi Hills District,
Block-I, Turn Turn, Khat-
kasla and Psiar under West
Jaifltia Hills District and
Majhipara and Solairtek in
West Garo Hills

To speed up resolving
border issues die Govern-
ment of Meghalaya has ap-
pointed three committees
headed by a cabinet minister
one for West Khasi Hills,
one for Ri-Bhoi and one for
JaintiaHills. Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi had said that
internal border issues should
be solved in a peaceful man-
ner and urged Northeastern
states to cooperate with the
Centre as the central govern-
ment is keen to permanently
resolve the internal border
disputes.

The question arises as
which method of solving
the boundary disputes would
be a safer bet. Is scientific
interstate boundaries demar-
cation through satellite map-
ping as mooted by Amit shah
or ‘give and take policy’ as
agreed by Sarma and Sang-
ma a better option? Will the
opinion ofthe people resid-
ing in border areas be taken
into consideration? Will the
political parties, pressure
groups or. NGOs from both
the states accept the new
boundary delineation orwill
they stick with historical
records and claims?

The questions might
seem difficult to answer but
one thing the Government
of Meghalaya needs to be
firm about is that before the
state celebrates 50 years of
statehood, the long pending
boundary issues should be
resolved. The Government-
needs to walk the extramile.
Political parties and pressure
groups need to give full co-
operation and people should
bewillingto solve the border
disputes permanently and
build up a friendly relation-
ship among the Northeastern
states.



‘Only the unknownfrightens men. But once
a man hasfaced the unknown, that terror
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The Shillong Times

Vol No-.LXTV No.2

SHILLONG, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11,2021

Afghanistan on edge

THE recall of Indian citizens from Afghanistan,
as it emerges now, comes in the context of the
heavy fighting by Taliban militants, who are
seizing territory after territory there. It’s only a
matter oftime before the fundamentalists target
Kabul and send the Ashraf Ghani government
packing. The elected government there is totter-
ing and does not have the wherewithal to chal-
lenge the heavily armed Taliban, which has been
given full backing by the Pakistan military in
terms ofweapons and ammunition. The Taliban
fight in Afghanistan istoday led from the rear by
Pakistan and its implications on India are bound
to be grim in multiple ways.

The US is still in the picture but it is not
clear as to how far it would go to hold the
Ghani government erect. In fact, a land army
or ground-level support matters little in warfare
aswas proven since the fall of Saddam Hussein
in Iraq. Warfare has eminent emphasis now on
air power and use of missiles. The US can do
what it did in Iraq and the Afghan ground forces
can take care ofthe rest. The moot point is how
President Joe Biden and his administration are

sizing up the scenario.

India on its own cannot do much. If it enters
the fight, it would swiftly turn into a fight be-
tween India and Pakistan; and a full-scale war
in the subcontinent will be the result. China can
be expected to back both the Pakistanis and the
Taliban with a sense of camaraderie. Foreign
minister S Jaishankar was in Iran this week to
attend the inauguration of a new head of state
there and Afghanistan figured prominently inthe
Indian minister’s discussions there. He is also
heading for another visitto the Americas, touch-
ing down in the US as well. Indian diplomacy
IS active vis-a-vis developments in Afghanistan,
where India had put in a lot of efforts in the
past two decades. It did so by building on the
previous strengths of bilateral relations from
the time of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and car-
ried forward in the years of Hamid Karzai as
the head of state there in recent years. Yet, the
only hope now is based on how much leeway
Ghaniwould get fromthe US in facing the pres-
ent situation. One can only hope the US would
continue taking adequate interest in checking
the drift in Afghanistan, which could otherwise
mean a resurgence ofthe terrorist outfits in die
subcontinent. This will also have grave implica-
tions on the Indian side of Kashmir.

( Letters to the Editor

Worshipping
mammon

Editor

The recent news items
in the dailies have rightly
shifted focus from the invis-
ible enemy to the visible one.
Both are designed to Kill
people. The only difference
is that the corona virus Kills
people and we see them in
hundreds and thousands ev-
ery day but the virus of coke
factories Kills people slowly
but surely. We will notice
them when it is too late.
The basic necessities of life,
namely air and water will
become so toxic that people
either die or leave their own
land. The UN are currently
debating on climate change
and how we can reduce car-
bon emission, while we are
busy producing carbon emis-
sion. It baffles any common
man with basic common
sense as to how the so-called
knowledgeable members of
the Single Window Agency
could recommend so many
coke factories as many as
50 or 60 in an area of hardly

10 to 15 square kilometers.
Ifthe coke factories work to
their full capacity, the whole
areawill become a gas cham-
ber reminiscent of the gas
chamber of AdolfHitler.
The SWA members are
all living in a fool's paradise.
We are killing our own peo-
ple. We remember the slogan
in the sixties - TSIoHill State,
No Rest' and how our leaders
had demanded the state so
that they could develop itac-
cording to their own genius.
Mr Modi and Mr Amit Shah
must be laughing out loud.
Here are these people who
demanded ILP so that they
can protect the indigenous
people from the outsiders.
How can you protect them
when they themselves are
killing and exploiting their
own people? Nobody can
protect them; the god of
mammon has blinded their
eyes. Only the divine Creator
can change people's hearts
and protect His people. The
Psalmist wrote, "Unless
the Lord builds the house,
they labour in vain who
build it, Unless the Lord
guards the city, the watch-

No patronage, only a
level playing fiel

It is no mean feat that
Kevinstrong Lawriniang
from Mairang in West Kha-
si Hills topped the SSLC
examination 2021 beating
all the elite institutions in
the state. Coming from the
humblest of backgrounds to
record the lifetime achieve-
ment makes it more special.
The second position was also
secured by Wanteibok Pator
from Mookaiaw. There were
also inspiring stories of how
students excelled in spite of
challenges arising out of the
pandemic. A student among
the top 10 narrated the stoiy
of how she had to share on-
line classes with her four
other siblings using the same
mobile phone.

As it’s Olympic season
we have to share success sto-
ries from Tokyo. Manipur’s
Mirabai Chanu, India’s first
medallist who won silver in
women’s 49 kg weightlifting
had to travel 50 km daily by
truck to and from her prac-
tising venue. The Olympian
who eats on her kitchen’s
floor honoured the lorry driv-
ers after returning from the
“Land of the Rising Sun”.
Boxer Lovlina Borgohain
who won a bronze medal
in the women welterweight
hails from Bara Mukhia vil-
lage in the Golaghat district
of Assam, did not have a
motorable road to her house.
The greatest history maker
is javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra who became the
first Indian ever to win a
gold medal in athletics atthe
Olympic Games and only the
second Indian individual gold
medal winner in Olympics
history. The 23-yearold isthe
son ofafarmerinavillagein
Haryana.

Equally headline mak-
ing is the revival of India
Hockey. The men's hockey
team won its first Olympic
medal after 41 years, the
last being the Moscow 1980
gold medal. The women’s
team agonisingly missed the
medal podium but won lots
of hearts for their scintillat-
ing display.

We witness these exploits
in level playing fields. Com-
petitions are on equal foot-
ing. The victors emerged
purely on merit. So Mairang
and Mookaiaw could leave
Shillong and Tura behind.
The ‘coup’ should help de-
bunk the myth that rural
students cannot shine. It is
irritating to me when ‘educa-
tors’themselves say ‘village
kids cannot leam computers,
are not able to speak English
and cannot compete with
their city counterparts’. This
writer was privileged enough
to oversee rank holders in
two institutions. On both oc-
casionsthe rankerswere from
rural settings. The level of
knowledge, ability, skills and
achievements do not depend
on the place of origin. All
children are bom with equal
capabilities. It’s opportunity
that determines their growth,
development, career and
future. If opportunities are

man stays awake in vain."
(Psalm 127)

Those whose thought is
only of amassing wealth to
enjoy life will get disap-
pointed as Jesus said, "What
will itprofitaman ifhe gains
the whole world and loses his

own soul?"
Yours etc

T. Mark
Via email

Olympics
medal tally

Editor,

The USA topped the
medal tally at the Tokyo
Olympics with 113 medals.
Although the USA trailed
Chinaforthe most part ofthe
Olympics, they succeeded in
racing past their arch rivals
on the last day ofthe Games.
However, USA’S medal
table slipped considerably
from the Rio Games. They
had won 46 gold medals in
2016 but they won only 39
in Tokyo.

The Tokyo Olympic
Games were held under

By Albert Thyrniang

provided the Lawriniangs,
the Mirabais, the Lovlinas,
the Neerajs, hockey plays
and athletes will surface
from any comer. Academic
excellence and sports medals
and trophies can come from
unexpected quarters. Given
the opportunity stars can be
produced from anywhere.
Does equal opportunity
exist in education and else-
where? We noted that the
Mairang student triumphed
over candidates from more
celebrated city schools. But
Mairang is not an unknown
location. It is not an unher-
alded town. It is a flourish-

ing centre. It is going to be
the capital of a new district.
If candidates from obscure
hamlets grace the merit lists
then we can say education
in the state has come of
age. If institutions from far
flung villages produce first
divisioners or achieve cent
percent results then educa-
tion in the state has matured.
But that scenario will not
be a reality in our lifetime
because in villages infra-
structure is pathetic, teacher
absenteeism is at an all-time
high and ‘contract’ teaching'
is rampant. There are rural
primary schools (Classes
1-V) with just one teacher.
There are schools without
maths and science teachers
for mostpart ofthe year. How
can they be asked to compete
with schools whose teachers
have off periods? How can
they compete with schools
with qualified and trained
teachers? There is no level
playing field.

Ifa comprehensive analy-
sis is carried out South West
Garo Hills (23.01 %), South
Garo Hills (27.50 %), North
Garo Hills (27.88 %), West
Garo Hills (34.63 %) and
East Garo Hills (35.10 %)
performed poorly in that
order because educational
opportunities were denied
to their students and cer-
tainly not due to inferior
intelligence of students! On
the other hand the reason
for West Khasi Hills (58.28
%),Ri Bhoi (62:40 %), South
West Khasi Hills (70.78 %),
East Khasi Hills (71.97 %),
West Jaintia Hills (73.41 %)
and East Jaintia Hills (85.09
%) doing well is because of
better opportunities and not
because ofhigher capabilities
oftheir students.

Do we provide a level
playing field in the society?
Do we promote fairness?

Covid-19 conditions. The
Olympic Games were to be
held in 2020 but had to be
postponed due to the pan-
demic. Until the opening cer-
emony there were protests
against hosting the Games.
However, the authorities
were able to host the Games
without any major incidents.
Even though the players put
up brilliant performances,
the events'had to be held in
front of empty stands.

India participated in the
Tokyo Olympics with its
biggest contingent and fin-
ished with their biggest-ever
medal tally. In spite of the
disappointments in sports
like shooting and boxing,
there were plenty of posi-
tives for India. The Tokyo
Olympics witnessed India’s
hockey renaissance. Both
men and women’s hockey
teams reached the semi-fi-
nals. India’s 41-year old wait
for an Olympic medal ended
when the men’s team won a
bronze. In golf, rowing and
race walking the players put
up brilliant performances.
India’s campaign started
with a silver medal from

Do we consider merit above
all else? Do other consid-
erations clandestinely but
prominently come into play?
Do we try to gain unfair
advantage over others? Are
power, money and influence
decisive factors? Do we dis-
play our privileges to extract
advantages? Do we misuse
religion, race, caste and sex?
The victorious party in 2014
and 2018 general elections
exploit religion to telling
effects with the top leaders
polarising the entire elector-
ate. The present regime has
allegedly influenced judges
to bail it out with favourable

judgements assuring of quid
pro quo post retirement ap-
pointments. Elections are
perceptibly won with the
help of the Election Com-
mission and the propaganda
media houses. Pegasus is
illegally spied on opposition
leaders, journalists and ac-
tivists to access information
secretly. Draconian laws,
investigation agencies, and
enforcement organizations
are selectively used against
opponents. Elimination of
fairness is the mission.

In his swearing ceremony
speech that has been posted
in Youtube and Facebook,
the present president of the
KSU narrates how job aspi-
rants approach him. On being
asked the reasons if they
have tiie necessary skills and
qualifications they revealed
that they know nc( influential
individuals and they do not
possess the ten/fifteen lakhs
to chinch the dream job. So
governmentjobs in Meghala-
ya are for the highest bidders
together with nepotism.

One ofthe MLAs of South
West Khasi Hills reportedly
stated that youths should de-
pend on themselves and not
depend on political patronage
for jobs. However, he™was
caught with a text message
mistakenly sent to another
Whatsapp group where he
instructed his supporters
to apply for vacancies in
government departments. So
clearly words and actions do
not match. Merit has gone
for a toss and thrown out of
the window. The ruling class
controls the government job
market’.

Thte mushrooming ofille-
gal coke factories under Sut-
ngaElakain EastJaintiaHills
cannot happen without tra-
ditional leaders-bureaucrats-
political nexus. The trick that
did the job are cash, bribes,
corruption and personal in-

weightlifter Mirabai Chanu
and ended with a long-await-
ed gold medal. When Neeraj
Choprawon the Men’s gold,
it became India’s first gold
in track and field. It will
definitely boost the morale
of Indian sportspersons and
prospective Olympians in
the country. Ifthe winning of
the gold is aherald ofwhat is
to come, we can expect great
things for India in future
Olympics.

However, India cannot
afford to be complacent
about its total medal tally of
7 and its 48th position on
the medal table. A country
with a population of over
138 crore must be in any
one of the first 10 positions
on the medal table. India
must leam lessons from the
countries that excel in the
Olympic Games. The Gov-
ernment of India and the
sports authorities must un-
derstand why a small country
like Jamaica always puts up
electrifying performances in
Olympic sprinting events.
Young runners are groomed
by recruiters and coaches.
The country’s living legends

terests. One of the owners
is a minister in the MDA
government. How could the
32 coke factories, that have
become health hazards, get
the single window clearance
under the Chairmanship ofthe
Chief Minister himSelfto set
up units adjacent to human
habitats? How are the illegal
andpolluting ‘chimneys’able
to operate till they literally
choke the breath ofvillagers?
Why have we welcomed with
open armsthe exiled business-
men from Arunachal Pradesh
to pollute and damage our
environment? Who benefits
from this harmful deal? How
dare the factories not comply
with the closure orders ofthe
Deputy Commissioner on
July 15? Who are the owners
linked to? Why was the DC
not able to penalise the non-
compliance? The government
isteaching citizens this - “You
can even do dubious business
provided you have the right
connections.’

What follows is a brazen
and blatant disdain for the
law. The coke factories were
able to procure an uninter-

"rupted supply o fraw material

- coal inthe midst ofamining
ban by the Supreme Court.
Was NGT unaware? Was
the district administration
blind? Did the police look
the other way? Was the state
government ignorant? Why
has the court not taken suo
moto cognizance of multiple
reports of existence ofillegal
coke factories? Coke and
coal illegalities and scam and
favouritism in MeECL are
public lessons on the absence
of fairness in the state.

It is amazing that the in-
come support for the poor
promised at the onset of the
pandemic almost two years
ago is still to be expedited. It
requires an un-relenting fol-
low up from Thma U Rangli-
Juki (TUR) for hopes of the
beneficiaries actually receiv-
ingthe meagre Rs 2100 meant
forthe 2019 lockdown. Had it
not been for the civil society
itwould have passed offas an
undetected ‘pandemic scam’
that enriches few pockets.
It is a classic example of the
poor being taken for granted
andtaken advantage ofby the
powerful.

A group has alleged spe-
cial treatment to the BJP. The
saffron party was permitted to
organise political meetings
during the pandemic attended
by a general secretary in
Shillong and Nongpoh even
by-passing the deputy com-
missioners and exceeding the
limit of attendees. Report-
edly there was no subsequent
censure for violations. If the
BJP is granted permission
for political gatherings while
Coronavirus rages, why not
for other parties? If in the
Laban meet violators are
not punished Why are others
elsewhere fined for the same
offence? We demand equality
as aright!

albert. thyrniang74@
gmail.com

alsoplay avital role in devel-
oping champions. Coaches in
Jamaica go through intense
training and educational pro-
grammes. Similarly, India
needs to leam lessons from
countries that win the most
medals like the US, Russia,
Great Britain, Japan, China,
Australia, Ethiopiaand Ke-
nya. They concentrate their
resources on “focus sports”.
Indiamust identify its “focus
sports” and concentrate the
resources on them. Apart
from this, there must be
focused Olympic training
facilities. Sports must be
made a viable career option
for athletes. Grass-root level
scouting and talent identifi-
cationare essential for creat-
ing a positive environment
for the players to push for
greatness.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS.
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
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The Shillong Times

Climate change is here, no
luxury of postponing measures

Drastic cut in fossil
fuel emissions
Imperative

ByAnjanRoy

Inter-governmental Panel
on Climate Change— better
known by its short acronym,
IPCC — has raised a red
alert on the grievous situa-
tion of earth’s climate.

The IPCC’s sixth re-
port, released by the UN
on Monday, clearly pointed
out that the earth is warm-
ing up faster than earlier
estimated and the string of
extraordinary climate events
happening across the world
are all related to man-made
changes in climate. The kind
of drastic cuts required to
achieve zero net emissions
mightn’t be possible now or
even by 2050.

A reading of the report
smacks of determinism.
Evaluation' of the data and
charts seemto indicate that it
would be nearly impossible
to control greenhouse gas
emissions to levels required
to stay the current rate of
temperature rise.

This will call for reset-
ting the entire economic
model from the present ori-
entation to growth. Instead
of trying to have an ever
growing cycle of economic
growth, mankind must target
a growth asymptote. That is,
at lease for the developed
countries, the objectives
should be to maintain the
current level of activity and
hit a stable state economy
rather than an ever growing
paradigm.

This could be an extreme-
ly difficult mental adjust-
ment. Afterthe secondworld
war, when the principal con-
cern for macro-economics
shifted from climbing out
of a deep recession through
macro-economic expan-
sionist policy, the principal
objective became attaining
optimal growth.

This was exemplified
by the Harrod-Domar kind
of growth models which
showed that an economy
must keep growing. Without
growth it will shrink. This
was the well-known “knife
edge problem”.

Today, the virtuous cycle
is upwardly spiralling. Com-
panies must report higher
earnings, higher turnover,
higher profits and so on.
Higherevery year. Countries
should also record growth.
Even the growth rate must
keep growing.

This is absurd and can-
not go on. At some point
or other, the growth cycle
has to stop and corporations
and counties must face the
reality.. Instead of growth, it
should level offand activity
should stabilise, although
at a high level. This would
be compatible with climate.
With its population bulge
and economic activity, we
have now reached a stage
where an adjustment would
be inevitable: a resetting of
economic activity such that
we do not drastically raise
temperature above the pre-
industrial age.

The touch stone, there-
fore, for assessing the ill-
effects ofthe rise ofemission
of C02 and fossil fuels is
how much earth’s tempera-
ture is rising above the pre-
industrial levels. Large scale
industrialisation and way of
life based on burning fos-
sil fuels like petrol, diesel,
coal, and also of even more
damaging gases like meth-
ane, were contributing to
heat trapping in the earth’s
atmosphere.

The overall impact is
a rise in the average tem-
perature of the earth. Use of
fossil fuels and emissions are
tilting the critical and sensi-
tive balance and spread of
temperatures from the polar
regions to tropics and in the
oceans' surfaces.

The critical threshold has
been setat 1.5 degrees above
the pre-industrial level. Tem-
perature rising close up to
that point and then above
would be disastrous and
the earth would get trapped

in ever rising temperatures
making life on earth impos-
sible.

The emission of green-
house gases is resulting in
faster changes in average
temperature and this is dis-
turbing the delicate balance
inweather from breaking up
ofarctic ice-sheets to chang-
es in surface temperature of
seas and oceans, different
directions in sea-currents
(thereby circulation of cold
and warm waters on late seas
surfaces), torrential rains and
floods.

The superior computing
powers of today’s climate

.scientists and computers

have convincingly shown
that the warming up of
earth’s atmosphere has taken
on afaster clip. Thus ifthere
is a rise in temperature by
1.5% by 2050, the tipping
point<might come earlier.

Fasterwarming up means
also a consequential pump
of the rate of rise. Thus,
the temperature rise could
assume as much as 2.5% to
3.5% above pre-industrial
levels and higher. These
would be temperatures at
which human life and that of
the earth’s ecosystem could
be altogether changed from
what was seen for millions
ofyears. ,

Every fraction of an in-
crease has its impact, IPCC
has pointed out. The best
scenario would be if the
world cuts emissionto a lev-
el that temperature increase
falls below the threshold of
1.5 degrees. The lower the
ceiling could be the faster
the earth can start cooling
and thus the adverse conse-
quences could be avoided -

The finding is that the
world has rapidly warmed
by 1.1 degree above the pre-
industrial average already
and this had to be checked
immediately as there was
“no window left for a future
date for action”. That action
must be taken here and how,
emphasised the UN secre-
tary general.

IPCC experts have linked
he extreme climate events of
the current year, from mas-
sivewildfires in Californiain
the USA, to those currently
blazing in Turkish moun-
tains, North American heat
dome, to massive flooding
in Germany and Belgium,
rising ocean levelswhichare
threatening Pacific Ocean
islands, record rainfall in
central China all to rising
temperature caused by C02
emissions and heat trap-
ping.

A head of state level
meeting on climate change
is slatedto be held sometime
later inthe year. The publica-
tion of the IPCC report is a
clarion call for action to be
considered by the country
heads.

Some experts have urged
a complete shift from use of
coal — a fuel mankind has
known for the better part of
the last ten thousand years.
Coal is one of the worst
polluters and contributes
most to faster warming up.
However, eating habits also
are contributory factors.

Meat consumption, par-
ticularly beef, has multiple
impacts and one of the most
deleterious. Beefproduction
calls for huge use of fod-
ders and grazing, apart from
burping of cows which gives
out methane.

The greatest concern is
the consumerist lifestyle of
the west which has become
synonymous with develop-
ment and prosperity. Indi-
vidualised transportation,
using petrol, contributes
a lot towards emission of
carbon dioxide. Transporta-
tion industry, moving goods
across continents, is no less
polluting. Shipping industry
is one of the contributing
factors to pollution and new
modes are being sought for
controlling their emissions.
(IPA Service)
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“Always bear in mind thatyour own
resolution to success is more important
than any other one thing. ”

—Abraham Lincoln
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Between a rock and a hard place

THE IED blast happening in broad daylight
in a busy marketplace of Shillong on Tuesday
should make the government sit up and take
notice. The outlawed Hynniewtrep National
Liberation Council (HNLC) through its general
secretary has claimed credit for the blast through
its missive addressed to the media. The pres-
ent Government and the one before it has been
blowing hot and cold over extending the olive
branch to the outfit and whether to call it to the
negotiating table to talk peace. Recently, former
Health Minister AL Hek had also broached the
topic of initiating peace talks with the HNLC
but itremained only an intent. Does the Govern-
ment know for a fact the present strength ofthe
outfit? In recent times the HNLC has placed an
IED in a police station in Jaintia Hills. Now it
wants to make its presence felt in the capital city.
Interestingly, the outfit has now questioned the
Meghalaya High Court on why it has put an em-
bargo on the mediato publish news about bandh
calls by the outfit. The HNLC has also warned
the media to remain free and independent and
publish releases they send from time to time fail-
ing which they would teach the media a lesson.
Now where does that leave media professionals?
On one side is the High Court directive; on the
other is the HNLC threat! The media finds itself
between a rock and a hard place.

Meanwhile the East Shillong MLA, Ampa-
reen Lyngdoh under whose constituency the
Laitumkhrah market falls has accused the state
of intelligence failure. Former Chief Minister,
Mukul Sangma ofthe Congress had been warn-
ing the MDA Government that militant outfits
are regrouping. The discovery of detonators
and arms at a place in Ri Bhoi recently should
have upped the ante of the Government. The
police force of this state had fought long and
hard to contain militancy in Meghalaya. They
have lost some of their best men in encounters
with militants. Economic activities in the state
suffered due to large scale extortions. No one
wants to go down that road again. This is where
governance matters. Atthisjuncture Meghalaya
needs ano-nonsense Home Minister who knows
what he’s talking about. The state also needs a
refurbished police force that is psychologically
geared to tackle a fresh bout of militancy. After
the GNLA supremo, Sohan D Shirawas gunned
down in February 2018, the state of prepared-
ness ofMeghalaya Police had slackened. Illegal
coal mining and transportation goes unchecked
making it appear that the rule of law does not
exist. This iswhat gives non-state actors afillip.
The MDA Government needs to remain alert to

this new challenge.

I Letters to the Editor

Dealing with

terror

Editor,

After a long hibernation
the proscribed HNLC trig-
gered a low intensity IED
blast at Laitumkhrah Bazar
on Tuesday. This was fol-
lowed by a long incoherent
message from its spokesper-
son , Sainkupar Nongtraw
the gist ofwhich boils down
to a demand that every insti-
tution in the state, right from
the state Govt, the police, the
media and the High Court
should from now on show
respect and deference to
this terrorist outfit or else!
In short surrender to it. Can
the state stomach such non-
sense? Are all right thinking
citizens supposed to cower
in fear and accept this threat
in silence?

What wefe we the ordi-
nary people of Meghalaya
supposed to learn from yes-
terdays blast? | think there
are three messages that we
are supposed to imbibe.
Firstly, that the HNLC or its
rump is still alive and kick-
ing and capable of mischief
such as this. The underlying
truth is that the outfithas run
out of funds and is desper-
ate to once again create the
atmosphere of fear and panic
fromwhere it can once again
launch its extortion cam-
paign. The tragedy is that
there are many Khasis who
cannot see through this ruse
of deception and who firmly

believe that this criminal
band of thieve? are patriots
out to save the Ri and the
Jaitbynriew.

Our state is beset with
major economic problems
that has increased poverty;
it is afflicted with a plague
that has claimed more than
a thousand lives; our educa-
tion is in the dumps and the
future bleak and gloomy. Has
the HNLC ever spoken about
these problems on which
the Jaidbynriew depends for
its survival? Never. Its only
interest is to make money
through terror. While | am
no admirer of the Congress
orthe BJP | fully endorse the
call of Bah Hek and Mukul
Sangma for reviving the
State Security Commission
to come up with a strategy
to wipe out this menace once
and for all.

The second message that
comes out loud and clear
is the reaction of the Govt
to the above bomb blast.
What a feeble and pathetic
statement from our Chief
Minister. “No one will be
spared” and we have heard
such rubbish too many times
to believe in them. What we
expected was for an angry
CM to pull up his Home
Minister and DGP and tell
them what they are supposed
to do. The perpetrators must
be caught or eliminated ( we
did this before under tougher
CMs and wiped out both the
HNLC then and the GNLA).
The HNLC wishes to create

The recent IED blast:
An analysis

By Rudi Warjri

A minor explosion took
place in Shillong. The pro-
scribed HNLC took credit
for it. Credit gives them an
imaginary sense of recogni-
tion instead ofjust responsi-
bility. They chose atimejust
before India’s Independence
Day to convey a.message
with multiple meanings. To
the Government of India;
that their secessionism still
exists. To the Government
of Meghalaya; that they are
still a force to be taken seri-
ously for negotiating a peace
deal. Part of their strategy
of saving some face if they
surrendered. Earlier, in De-
cember last year the HNLC
had also taken credit for the
bomb blast at the residential
quarters of Star Cement in
Jaintia Hills.

The Bible says violence
begets violence. Other scrip-
tures also preach againstvio-
lence especially on innocent
civilians. My main grouse
againstterrorist and extremist
groups all over the world is
the fear psychosis and shock
they cause to the public. The
more the devastation due
to the violence the more is
the trauma. Overcoming
the trauma itself becomes a
formidable task. The HNLC
claim that their existence
and fight is for the interests
of the common people. On
the contrary, the common
people suffer the most when
there is violence. Be it the
daily labouring wage earner,
the hawkers, the door-to-door
scrap dealers, the shoe and
umbrellarepairers, the chana
walla etc.

My career of more than
35 years as a diplomat was
a mixed cocktail of educa-
tion, experiences, exposures,
insights and adventures. |
was in New York on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 when four
coordinated terrorist attacks
took place in the United
States. One of them Was
on the World Trade Centre,
New York, where | could
hear the explosion and saw
the jet-black thick smoke
ascending into the sky. |
was in Sri Lanka when that
country was afflicted with
ethnic and religious conflicts
that produced several terror-
ist groups among them the
dreaded Tamil Tigers. The
Indian Peace Keeping Force
was sent to broker peace.
Instead, circumstances went
topsy turvy and it became the
target of the conflicting par-
ties which included the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka itself.
Around 1500 Indian soldiers
lost their lives. It grew up to
be a period of the height of
anti-fiidianism in Sri Lanka.
Among its by-products,was
the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi.

the impression that it will talk
to the Govt from a position
of strength. What strength?
Their bases in Bangladesh
have gone. They can only
operate in our urban centres
under extreme conditions. If
the Meghalayapolice wishes
to wipe them out it can be
done within one month. Let
us have more encounters
or send them under UAPA
to central jails in Tezpur or
Naini in UP. After all former
freedom fighters spend jail
time in these places and not
in the comfort of Shillong
jail. Let’s see how tough
these riew ieit Ri really are
after spending a few months
outside the comfort of these
hills. The only way is the
tough way. Govt should rea-
lise this otherwise terror will
raise its head again. Talks
with criminals should only
start when they lay down
their arms.

The third pointto be made
is if the HNLC wishes to
convey a tough message
the Govt must respond in
a similar language. No soft
talking. Dealing with terror-
ists with velvet gloves has
never worked.

Yours etc.,
Balajied Majaw,
Via email

Mr CM, give

us a break!

Editor,
Chief Minister, Conrad

I was with the United
Nations in Cambodia trying
to bring peace to a civil war
in a country of the Killing
Fields ruled by a maniac
calledPolPot. I was detained
by the armed to the teeth and
merciless Khmer Rouge (Red
Khmer) while on a mission
to enlist the population in
the peace process. How | got
out of it, is another story. |
served in Peru the country of
the Marxist Leninist gueril-
las Shining Path. And then
later also in Colombiawhich
suffered the longest extreme
ist and terrorist violence in
the world of more than fifty
years.

There is one common fac-
tor for the survival ofall these
guerillas, insurgents and ter-

rorist groups. Finance and
source of funding. Osama
Bin Laden financed the Al
Qaeda which attacked in
the US. Hie Tamil diaspora
around the world which fi-
nanced the Tamil Tigers. The
precious stones mines bor-
dering Cambodia - Thailand
which financed the Khmer
Rouge; the Cocaine industry
which financed the guerillas
in Peru and Colombia.

It now brings’me to the
next question. Where does
the HNLC gets its funding
from now? Gone are the
days when Bangladesh was
offering a haven. So, it must
be extortions from the rich
tycoons of Shillong and its
environs. Extortions from
budding entrepreneurs which
forced some my own rela-
tions to close shop. Besides,
friendly big brother ULFA
and other insurgent groups
in Northeast are themselves

Sangma really needs to fo-
cus on the issue of unem-
ployment. As we have seen
recently, the resurgence of
militant groups in Meghalaya
could be due to unemploy-
ment. As a youthmyselfl can
understand the sense ofhope-
lessness due to lack of em-
ployment opportunities. We
young people tend to indulge
in negative thoughts. Hence
the Government should pro-
vide more job opportunities
to us youth because some of
us have worked hard to earn
our degrees.

The current situation
in Meghalaya is such that
most deserving candidates
are denied employment and
only those with so called
"backing” get the jobs. No
wonder every department
in Meghalaya is a failure.
Also, we see from time to
time that only the MeECL
is being targeted regarding
recruitment, be it for regular
posts or contractual ones,
but no one has ever raised
this issue about other depart-
ments. Other departments
such as PHE, PWD, Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
and others appoint casual
workers without advertising
for the various posts. Most
departments in Meghalaya
are like a family work place.
It's always about "who knows
who" in the department. |
can guarantee you that every
director in every department
has appointed at least one
family member, if not for

now struggling for existence
in hideouts in Myanmar

In my school, politely
speaking, the HNLC is a
group of strayed and mis-
guided youth whose griev-
ances may have some l«r
gitimacy. That however does
not give them the license to
commit violence! | empha-
size that violence ofany kind
especially on innocent civil-
iansthat includes women and
children is nothing but an act
of cowardice.

So why is thfe HNLC still
making noise or even still
exist? | have atheory. There
is a lack of clarity from the
Government. Officially, it
is a proscribed outfit. The
nuances in the statements of
serving ministers and politi-

cians tell us that they are be-
ing treated with kid gloves.
It is believed that there is a
value in their, survival. They
can be a bargaining chip
with the central government.
They are used during elec-
tions by candidates directly
or indirectly. That they enjoy
the sympathies of pressure
groups ofall hues and colours
goes without saying. A blast
takes place; some routine
condemnation takes place;
the next day everything is
forgotten.

Thanks to the High Court
of Meghalaya for the ban on
bandhs and even prohibiting
the media from publishing
bandh calls made by un-
derground and overground
pressure groups. HNLC isnot
only threatening the Govern-
ment; it also has the temerity
to even threaten the media
and to tell them that they
should listen to them instead

regular but at least a contrac-
tual post. I personally know a
director's son who during his
academics never performed
well but after graduation was
immediately absorbed in his
father's department.

This nepotism has got
to stop. We the youth want
a chance to compete for
whichever post is vacant
and we want to see that only
the deserving candidate gets
the job.

For so long we have heard
our elders say, "khynnah
mynta te" (Ah the youth of
today) whenever any young
person does something
wrong, but they forget that
they're the ones who teach
us that hard work no longer
pays unless you know some-
one or are rich. The elders
are the ones who normalize
these devious ways of cheat-
ing and lying. Nowadays, no
one really empathizes with
another’s feelings anymore.
All they care about is their
own self and their families
but fail to understand what
it's like to be in the other
person's shoes. What if the
same is being done to them
or their kids? What if their
kids are always being denied
their rights?

Sadly, the same elders
would be the ones who would
lead in churches or preach
the word of God. Oh, the
hypocrisy! But, in the end
karma never fails to do its
work. "What goes around
comes around." You take

ofthe High Court.

We are living at a time
whentrust in established poli-
ticians and established institu-
tions is at an all-time low. The
current ongoing pandemic has
placed majority of the popu-
lation in a state of dystopia.
Compounded by rise in fuel
prices and chain reaction to
rise in commodities. Other
than the salaried class or
Government servants, the rest
are suffering to some degree
or the other. Besides deaths
due to Covid or comorbidity,
daily reports about corruption
add to the skepticism.

Society is caught in a dou-
ble whammy of a fear trap.
Fear trap due to violence;
and fear trap due to an uncer-
tain future. Moreover, to the
public in general and the hoi
polloi academic exegesis and
explanations about fall and
rise in GDP (gross domestic
product) due to the pandemic
and its socio - economic im-
pact means nothing. Govern-
ment handouts is a pittance.
Rs 6000 which works out to
Rs 500 per month to a farmer
js what a daily wage labourer
gets.

The danger is that the
wider and deeper the griev-
ance and suffering, the more
fertile ground it is for social
unrest and violence. Both
underground and oyerground.
The UN has published the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) Report 2021.
It contains details of the ad-
verse impact of Covid 19
pandemic on eradication of
poverty, hunger, health, qual-
ity education etc. It offered
several recommendations to
overcome the problem. One
key actioii is investing in data
and integration of geo-spatial
information and household
survey. Satellite imagery and
household surveysto produce
municipality - level data on
multi-dimensional poverty
are imperative. Machine lean-
ing algorithms coupled-with-
social science can further
the understanding of public
perception on issues such
as gender discrimination,
measuring social distancing
compliance and leveraging
the power of collaboration
and partnerships.

Noted political scientist
Francis Fukuyama said that
factors responsible for suc-
cessful pandemic responses
have been state capacity,
social trust and leadership.
He also added that the practk
cal realities of handling the
pandemic favors profession-
alism and expertise instead
of demagoguery. | hope the
rulers in Meghalaya and in
fact the whole of India real-
izes this.

Email: rvwarjri@gmail.
com

away someone's right, some-

day you or your kids, or your
kid's kids will have to pay.

Name withheld on

request,

Via email

Sabarmati

remodelling

Editor

The Gujarat Government’s
recent decisionto remodel the
historic Sabarmati Ashram
and turn it into a museum,
is nothing but an attempt
to paint history with a new
brush. Whatever may be the
reasons, to tinker with his-
tory is tantamount to diluting
and redefining its inherent
glory. History and historical
monuments can be at the best
respected, revered and reno-
vated but never remodelled
and recrafted. Considering
the immense importance of
the "Sabarmati Ashram' with
the life of Bapu and India's
freedommovement, PM Modi
should seriously reconsider
the Gujarat Government’s
attempt,of remodelling the

Sabarmati Ashram.
Yours etc.,
Sadiq H. Laskar,
Guwahati.

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
dkails will be published.

(SIX)

Natonal Security no camouflage
for illegal activity

Govt’s Pegasus denial
amounts to confirmaton
of complicity

By K Raveendran

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta’s plea to the'Supreme
Court hearing the Pegasus
snooping case amounts to
virtually admitting that the
government has things to
hide. The Modi government’s
approach inthis highly sensi-
tive issue has been suspect
right from the beginning and
every new development is
an indirect acknowledgment
that it is not above blame. If
itwas ready to come clean, it
had several occasions to do
so, whichwould have averted
the logjam in parliament that
is costing the nation dearly.
Prime Minister Modi keeps
lamenting about the loss of
legislative time, but is doing
precious little to clear the
air so that-normalcy can be
restored.

The government strategy
is to somehow obstruct fee
Supreme Court proceedings,
especially as it got a foretaste
of the court’s stand on the
first day that the truth has to
come out. The brazen attempt

to buy time so that it can first
avoid the embarrassment
in, parliament over further
adverse remarks by the court
has betrayed the govern-
ment’s complicity. It was
shocking thatwhen the entire
nation was waiting to hear the
government’sresponse to the
Pegasus petitions when the
courttook up the case, iteven

failedto send its law officers.'

This meant that the court had
to grantthe governmenttime
to come back prepared.
More diversionary tactics
was on show in parliament,
when a specific question was
asked in the Rajya Sabha
by CPI-M member Dr N

cem ofthe ministry.

The government has
somehow managed to see
the monsoon session come
to a close, without a discus-
sion on the vexed issue, but
it is doubtful if it can be
described as an honourable
conclusion. The needle of
suspicion remains pointed
to wherever it was ever
since the news of the abuse
broke out.

The next course of the
government action in the
Supreme Court is also pre-
dictable. The next anchor in
the government’s defence is
most likely to be the invo-
cation of national.security.
The Modi government had
used this route effectively
to stonewall further disclo-
sures about the Rafale deal
when the Supreme Court
was dealing with a clutch of
petitions onthe controversial
deal, particularly the aspects
ofthe fighter aircraft’s final
price and the out ofthe way
accommodation of Reliance

group interests.

Whenthe court overruled
the government’s opposi-
tion and insisted on specific
details, the government in-
voked confidentiality in the
name of national security
and submitted the informa-
tion in a sealed envelope.

The contents ofthe enve-
lope have not come out yet,
but the announcement of a
new probe into the alleged
corruption and favouritism
in the fighter deal with India
has reopened the issue in
France and the French na-
tional financial prosecutor’s
office is already looking into
possible wrongdoings. The

The defence ministry may not be involved,
but that is only a smallpart of,the govern-
ment, although an importantpart There
is neither denial nor confirmation whether

any other agency ofthe government, includ

ing the most likely home ministry or the I'T
ministry, was involved. The home ministry
underAmit Shah is not known to set store
by its commitment towards the protection
ofindividual liberties. Similarly, the IT
ministry, particularly under Ravi Shankar
Prasad, has shown little respectforprivacy
andfreedom ofexpression, both ofwhich
are technically the primary concern ofthe
ministry.

Sivadasan whether the gov-
ernment has carried out any
transaction with Israel’sNSO
Group Technologies and ‘if
so, the details thereof. The
answer was as much mischie-
vous as it was misleading:
the defence ministry has not
entered into any transaction
with the NSO Group.

The defence ministry may
not be involved, but that
is only a small part of the
government, although an
important part. There is nei-
ther denial nor confirmation
whether any other agency of
the government, including the
most likely home ministry or
the IT ministry, was involved.
Th» home ministry under
Amit Shah is not known to
set store by its commitment
towards the protection of in-
dividual liberties. Similarly,
the IT ministry, particularly
under Ravi Shankar Prasad,
has shown little respect for
privacy and freedom of ex-
pression, both of which are
technically the primary con-

new French investigations
have provided a shot in the
arm of the opposition cam-
paign against Modi’s Ra-
fale deal, particularly Rahul
Gandhi’s relentless attack
against the prime minister
for reworking the terms to
favour his friends.

The resurfacing of the
Rafale scandal is yet another
manifestation ofthe factthat
it will be truth that triumphs
ultimately, an aphorism that
we keep invoking at all of-
ficial functions in and out of
context. Butthere isnothing
yet that negates the true im-
port of the ultimate symbol
ofhope.

And just as it is hap-
pening to the Rafale deal,
the misdeeds in the use of
Pegasus to snoop on political
rivals, journalists and those
who may hold a contrarian
opinion cannot be hidden by
the labyrinths of secrecy that
the government is building
around its activities. (IPA
Service)
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Now and then it's good to pause in our pursuit
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Young blood for India
FOR any citizen, agovernmentjob is a godsend.
It carries with it power, a decent salary, pension
for life and more. Yet, less than 38 lakh posts
exist in central government service and not more
than 32 lakh people form the workforce. The
central and state government employees across
the country total four and a halfcrore —eut ofa
population of 135 crore —and nearly 10 percent
ofthe Union Budget resources are spent on its

own employees.

Government employees as awhole are awell-
tended lot for their entire life. Added to this is
the scope for additional income by many of
these segments via corruption that is a steadily
increasing trend from village panchayat levjel to
the central secretariat. The thumb rule is, pay a
bribe and get things done. Those who form and
run governments for five years have little inter-
est in setting such wrongs right. At the same
time, joblessness among the educated in India
has spiralled and the central government itself
has admitted a joblessness rate of 12 per cent
for this segment alone. It is in this context that
arecommendation from the Economic Advisory
Council to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, sub-
mitted this week, is to be viewed. It wants the
retirement age of government employees raised.
The Centre had raised the retirement age from
58 to 59 last year and chances are that it could
now be raised to 65. The reason cited in favour
ofthis is the increase in life expectancy among
citizens due to better health infra.

An argument often advanced in favour of
an increase in retirement age for government
employees is that they get half the basic salary
as pension after retirement even as they sit back
at home. After their demise, their life partner
would get this pension. “So, make them work
for more years.” The counter-argument is related
to the plight ofthe jobless youths. Ifnearly five
per cent of the population is in government,
this is more than the requirement and yet the
governmental wheels run slow. Administra-
tive reforms are long overdue and the Modi
government failed to act on this vital front. The
result is that the whole scenario linked to the
bureaucracy is largely vitiated. Unless India
finally gets a visionary leadership, rather than
those who warm up the chair for a few years
and scoot from the scene, the nation is bound

to suffer.
inducted at all levels.

Letters to the Editor

Posers on
Hek's ouster

Editor,

According to the report
in your paper (ST Aug 12,
2021) the BJP in charge
Meghalaya and BJP national
president were not consulted
before replacing cabinet
minister AL Hek With San-
bor Shullai. Come to think of
it, there is something curious
about the recent sacking of
Mr AL Hek. On one hand,
he has been repeatedly harp-
ing on the point that he was
unceremoniously shown
the door; on the other hand,
ChiefMinister Conrad Sang-
ma has decided to maintain a
discreet silence. Apart from
the unprecedented nature of
political one-upmanship, to
lay people like me, there are
a few unexplained turns and
twists in the whole drama.

Going by the published
reports, the Chief Minister
acted after State BJP chief
Ernest Mawrie wrote a letter
to Sangma for replacing Hek
with Sanbor Shullai. A few
days later, the BJP in-charge
forthe state Dr M. ChubaAo
contradicted the report in no
uncertain terms saying that
no letter was sent from the
BJP seeking the ouster of
Hek. This report has neither
been contradicted by the
BJP President nor by the
Chief Minister. The ques-

It is important that young blood is

tion therefore is: What is
the truth? Did Mawrie send
the purported letter? Did the
CM consult the BJP central
leadership? If not, what
prompted the ChiefMinister
to rid the cabinet of Hek?
Speculations are rife that
Hek had become a thorn in
the flesh of Sangma, having
opposed a number of contro-
versial moves in the cabinet.
One such thing that Hek
opposed tooth and nail was
the construction of a shop-
ping complex at the current
MTC bus terminus at Police
Bazar. It is reported in your
daily that the move was to
seek a loan from HUDCO
to the tune of hundreds of
crore. Perhaps Hek had his
own reasons to oppose the
grandiose plan which would
have added to the congestion
ofanalready congested area.
Perhaps he also saw a clear
design in the move for some
bigwigs to reap a harvest
out ofthe project. Moreover,
Hek also had made an em-
barrassing press statement
which virtually implied that
he suspected some foul play
by the CM's elder brother
in the Power Department.
Could this have enraged
the CM? Knowing as we all
do about the suave, easy-
to-get-along personality of
Sangma, it is quite unlikely
that such a statement would
be the proverbial last straw
on the camel’s back. What

Anti-vaccination andvaccine
hesitancy - two different things

We all have friends and
acquaintances who are ei-
ther vaccine hesitant or anti-
vaxxers. With the latter it is
pointless to argue for they
will always be one up on
information culled from the
internet. As medical experts
universally say, it is best to
address the vaccine hesitant
group for they are open to
changing their attitudes to-
wards the vaccine ifthey un-
derstand the implications and
if they get that information
from sources they trust.

Dr Tom Aechtner of Upp-
sala University, Sweden says,
“Vaccine hesitancy is much
broader than the classifica-
tion of anti-vaccine, hence
understanding the difference
between anti-vaccination be-
liefs and vaccine hesitancy is
key to creating public health
communication strategies. At
present, there are many who
are pro-vaccine but have con-
cerns that the Covid vaccines
were developed too quickly
or relied on untested tech-
nologies. These are fears that
come fromthe half-informed
orill-informed and are there-
fore understandable Aechtner
says. There are others with
different concerns. They feel
that the perceived benefits of
the vaccine are outweighed
by its ability to create adverse
impacts, especially, if they
are immuno-compromised.

Research by several agen-
cies across the world found
that the percentage ofpeople
who might be truly anti-
vaccine is only around 2 to
3%. It is the vaccine-hesitant
groups that is much larger
and is anywhere from 20 to
40%. Hence it is important
to tailor health communica-
tion strategies to meet the
specific needs of these two
distinct groups. Each set of
people have to be dealt with
differently. Aechtner says
that it isunfortunate that even
the scientifically minded
tend to make the mistake of
confronting the anti-vaxxers
head on and to dismantle
their arguments with facts.
He says this approach is
wrong and unlikely to yield
results. It is more effective
to communicate to the vac-
cine hesitant group that is
confused by misinformation
than to attack the vaccine
deniers who send these mes-
sages around. Hence health
workers and communicators
should invest their energies
in reaching out to vaccine
hesitant people. They are
more likely to be convinced
that vaccination can protect
them from a severe form
of Covid which might not
require hospitalisation.

' The misinformation about
vaccination is that (a) it will
kill people in two years (b)
there is a magnet ticker in

then could have induced
Sangmato plot against Hek?
Is there more than meet the
eyesinall thisjuggling? Did
Sangma have more compel-
ling reasons to ease out Hek?
Was ithis handling ofHealth
portfolio? Was it the han-
dling of COVID pandemic?
Or, as is being speculated,
there could be some damning
charges against Hek? We are
unlikely to know the truth
unless the chief political
executive, Conrad Sangma
himselfbares it all.

Yet, there could be athird
factor weighing heavy on
Conrad’s mind. With an ex-
perienced old war horse like
Hek in the cabinet, Sangma
may have found his pres-
ence a hindrance rather than
helpful. Ifa cabinet minister
questions CM's every move,
he is asking for trouble. By
getting Sanbor Shullai in,
Conrad Sangma has ensured
that he would now have a
personally loyal colleague.
It’s a different matter that the
new minister may embarrass
the CM by his unbridled
public utterances, but the
fact remains that Shullai is
seen to be too eager to align
with the CM.

With no investigative
journalism worth its name
in Meghalaya, we the pub-
lic are unlikely to know
the truth of these political
shenanigans and can only
be kept guessing. There is

By Patricia Mukhim

the vaccine (c) it might affect
the arms and people may not
be able to work as they used
to do, (d) It could cause loss
of fertility. These fear reac-
tors might have caused the
consternation. Vaccine hesi-
tant people may have strong
opinions, but they have not
yet taken the final leap to
the anti-vaccination camp.
Between 2020 and 2021
much research has gone into
how to reach fence-sitters.
Studies suggest that success
comes, not from lecturing
them of telling them they
are wrong, but rather finding

their desires, identifying their
values, and leading them
to a solution that works for
what they want, which is,
in most cases, the safety of
their children” or some other
rational goal.

Researchers have also
concluded that health com-
municators should actually
avoid trying to convert ahti-
vaxxers or ardent vaccine
deniers. That's because fer-
vent anti-vaccinators are least
opento impartial argumenta-
tion, scientific evidence, and
discussion.

In an article in the New
York Times, “What if the
unvaccinated can’t be per-
suaded,” Ezrafl™gjprtes
a heart-breaking story from
a Facebook post by Brytney
Cobia, a doctor in Alabama
who wrote the following:

“I'vemade aLOT ofprog-
ress encouraging people to,
get vaccinated lately!!! Do
you want to know how? 1’'m
admitting young healthy peo-
ple to the hospital with very
serious Covid infections.
One of the last things they
do before they’re intubated
is beg me fof the vaccine. |
hold their hand and tell them
that I’'m sorry, but it’s too
late. A few days later when |
call time of death, I hug their
family members and | tell
them the best way to honour
their loved one is to go get
vaccinated and encourage
everyone they know to do the
same. They cry. And they tell
me they didn’t know. They

much happening inthe MDA
Government that journalists
can’t seemto get their hands
on because they are too busy
doing their routine jobs.
Investigative journalism is
a different genre altogether.
I wonder when the media in
Meghalaya will get there.
Until then politicians, espe-
cially those in the Govern-
ment, have a cushy time in
deal-making.
Yours etc.,
Pynshngain Jyrwa,
Via emaiL

Whydestruct
Shillong’s
green lungs?

Editor,

Apropos ofthe news item
"GAD hands over land for
SMB office" (ST Aug 9),
I am deeply pained by the
allocation of land in\Bi-
var Road to a busy office
like the Shillong Municipal
Board. The land in question
is forest covered. During the
British era, there was no per-
mission for destructing the
green cover ofthe area. This
area overlooking the Polo
Grounds has always stood
out for its natural beauty.
Already the ruling National
People’s Party (NPP) has
been allotted a big slice of
land for constructing their
party office. And now with

thought it was a hoax. They
thought it was political. They
thought because they had a
certain blood type or a certain
skin colour they wouldn’t get’
as sick. They thought it was
‘just the flu.” But they were,
wrong. And they wish they
could go back. Butthey can't.
So, they thank me and they
go get the vaccine.”

It is sad indeed that the
young are infected and dy-
ing because they refuse to
be vaccinated. The Delta
strain we are told is highly
infectious but by rejecting
the vaccination we are giving

freereinto the virus to infect
the defenceless. This, health
experts say will give birth to
a strain that evades vaccines
while retaining lethality, or
that attacks children with
more force. Throughout this
pandemic, the same pattern
has played out. Countries
had not done enough to sup-
press the virus when they still
could, so they had to impose
more draconian lockdowns
and see rrfore deaths. For
this reason alone, those who
object to vaccination saying,
“My body, My Choice,”
should perhaps widen their
tragic imagination.

The vaccine does not
promise 100% efficacy, we
are told and breakthrough
COVID infections are possi-
ble. Some vaccinated people
will get infected, some will
get sick, and in rare cases,
some may even be hospital-
ized. The only claims that
scientists have made for the
vaccine is that it prevents
severe illness, which is a
proven fact, rather than on
preventing any infection.
Health experts says the Delta
variant is not a major threat
to everyone but is largely
a threat to the unvaccinat-
ed. It’s more infectious, it’s
spreading more quickly, is
causing the unvaccinated to
get sick, and unfortunately,
to die.

Dr Amaud Gagneur neo-
natologist and a professor of
pediatrics atthe University of
Sherbrooke and Karin Tame-

SMB arriving there, the
place will not only lose it's
sheen but also add to crowd-
ing. | therefore appeal to the
Government to rethink on
the SMB project at the same
spot. For heaven's sake, let's
preserve the trees we .still
have.
Yours etc.,
Dorothy Marwein,
Via email

Peace &
harmony
under attack

Editor,

We often talk about main-
land terrorists brainwashing
people in the name of Jihad
and sacrifice. What mainland
terror outfits are to the world,
the HNLC is to Meghalaya.
Their actions also focus
on influencing people by
saying that they wish to
save the local culture and
civilization but eventually,
the motives are ulterior. The
blast on Tuesday is a defin-
ing moment in the history of
Shillong and the government
must address this issue at the
earliest instead of just put-
ting out messages on social
mediato condemn the attack.
A similar IED explosion
had been carried out in June
and back then, The Shillong
Times had published an
article which rightly indi-

rius a former psychiatrist and
the founder of Smart Politics,
an organization that teaches
people to communicate more
persuasively, agree that most
vaccine hold-outs are not
anti-vaxxers or conspiracy
theorists. They suggest that
the common persuasive styles
— commanding, advising,
lecturing and shaming don’t
work; on the contrary they
backfire.

Hence the main task of
governments is to create a
pool of advocates who are
recognized as the ’voice of
authority’. People gener-
ally know which sources
to trust in their immediate
circles. Messaging too must
be nuanced and take the form
of a discussion rather than
a lecture from a ‘know it
all’ position. That usually
puts people off. The vaccine
hesitant group needs more
understanding and clearing
ofdoubtsthan a lecture. Since
distrust about Covid-19 vac-
cination is the main driver'of
hesitancy, who the message
comes from is just as im-
portant as what the message
entails. Trusted messengers
and communicators whose
messages resonate with the
community are much needed'
here. They include doctors,
nurses, pharmacists, national
medical experts, teachers,
faith-based and community
influencers, athletes, musi-
cians, actors et al.

At this point Government
needs to invest in good re-
search and identify the most
harmful misinformation and
then combat it head-on with
the most powerful and ap-
proachable truths. Research
from credible institutions like
WHO have found that trust is
at the root of hesitancy. It is
important to build that public
trust but that’s a challenge
since people are so used to
being let down by the system
(read government), especially
when it comes to health care.

‘Those who build communica-

tions capsules need to work
in different ways to reach
their audiences with educa-
tion and information that
will resonate and help build
trust. However, communities
are by nature heterggenous.
The communication there-
fore cannot be homogenous.
Health workers should not
push a, “one-size-fits-all,”
message. This will not work.
What also doesn’t work is
pointing fingers, blaming and
shaming those hesitating to
take the vaccine.

As for the anti-vaxxers,
one only wishes they would
stop converting others to
their viewpoint. But that’s
what they do best. | guess we
have to learnto live with such
sceptics too.

cated that it seems like the
government is waiting for
the natural death ofthe outfit
rather than doing something
on its own.

It is to be noted that the
militant outfit has warned of
more explosions inthe future
which makes it all the more
important for the flag bear-
ers ofthe city to take action,
Back in the 80s and 90s, the
HNLC had huge control over
the city and it is evidentthat
it is now thirsty for power
again and as stated by RG
Lyngdoh, it will be largely
successful in doing so in a
fearful environment. In the
past, HNLC has indulged in
anumber ofillegal activities,
including killing, abduction,
robbery, arms smuggling,
cattle smuggling and extor-
tion and if appropriate and
timely action is not taken,
the future of Shillong will
be extremely dark and tu-
multuous. This development
must not be taken for granted
and the general public and
authorities must be on the
same page because right
now, it is a massive threat to
the state.

» Yours etc.,
Dhriti Bhardwaj,
Shillong-1

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong limes
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Naidu’s hurt feelings: he was
himself not above blame

Effective intervention
could have averted
ugly scenes

ByArun Srivastava

Any decent individual
would feel extremely hurt at
the Rajya Sabha Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu breaking
down and narrating his bat-
tered emotion that he could
not sleep because of the
sacrilege in the "temple of
democracy" by some opposi-
tion MPs who had climbed
on the table in the House.

Naidu has been a se-
nior national player in the
BJP politics. Perceptibly he
ought to be aware when the
rot into the system crept in;
from when the opposition
started desecration of the
sanctum sanctorum of the
house. It was his leader L
K Advani who had encour-
aged his colleagues in the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
to disrupt the proceedings
and show disrespect to the
houses. This was promptly
supported by the then BJP
leader in the Rajya Sabha
Arun Jaitley.

Our great leaders, who
firmly believed in secular-
ism, were described as pseu-
do-secularists by Advani.
But they had maintained the
dignity of not violating the
sanctity of the house and
endangering the democratic
functioning. They knew
that if they resorted to this
kind of behaviour the next
generation would further
endanger the institutions.

No one can deny, more
precisely a person like
Naidu, that the current situ-
ation has been the creation
ofNarendra Modi and Amit
Shah. These two leaders
do not have any respect for
democracy and also do not
respect parliamentary ethics.
They behave like dons and
believe that they are above
the law and Constitution.
For them their words are
the law. If Modi had agreed
to have a debate on Pegasus,
this situation would nothave
been created. It is really a
matter of shame that the
house could not function for
nearly 15 days.

Incidentally the Supreme
Court only a couple of days
back had made some curt ob-
servation onthe government
response to Pegasus issue.
Naidu should have done
some introspection and by
virtue ofbeing senior leader
who at this stage .of age has
nothing to lose, should have
asked one straight question
to the government - why
it was reluctant to order
a probe into the Pegasus
snooping. Who was the
Modi government trying to
protect? It is widely known
that Naidu commands im-
mense respect from the op-
position members. In this
backdrop any such move
from his side would have
strengthened their trust in
him and probably respond-
ing to his directive they
would have refrained from
disrupting the house.

Naidu also ought to rea-
lise that in electoral democ-
racy it is not necessary that
BJP would continue to be in
power for ever. Even if Modi
at the advice of RSS trans-
forms India into a Hindu
Rashtra, elections to the Lok
Sabhawould haveto be held.
Some other party would
eventually come to power.
Can Naidu give a guarantee
that the new government
would not be more ruth-
less and would not provide
any space to the BJP which
would be on the opposition
bench? Being a senior parlia-
mentarian he is fully aware
that the element of dirty
competitionwas never there
in the past. It is once again
the gift ofthe BJP. Once the
BJP resorted to the politics
of disruption, the idea was
borrowed by other parties
and in the process it came
to acquire the character of
parliamentary practice.

Naidu blames the opposi-
tion for tarnishing the image
and sanctity of the house,
butthe factis he owes some
explanations to the people
ofthe country - Why did he
allow the three laws which
farmers describe as black
laws to be passed by Rajya
Sabha that too only in nine
minutes; second, why did
he not allow the members to

vote onthese bills: thirdly, is
it due to the fact that oh that
particular day the Govern-
ment did not have adequate
vote to pass the bills?”

No tears rolled down
Naidu’s eyes at the humili-
ation and insult inflicted on
the farmers by the BJP cad-
res and leaders. He did not
even speak against the goons
threatening the farmers. He
did not lament the manner
in which the parliamen-
tary procedure and practice
were trampled inside the
Rajya Sabha for adopting
the bills.

Question also arises that
at a time when the farmers
are on Satyagraha forthe last
eight months and have been
seeking withdrawal of the
controversial farm reform
legislations, why did he al-
low the Modi government
to play with their sentiments
by permitting a discussion
on agricultural problems?
Why was he unmoved by
the plight of farmers? Why
did he not prevail upon the
Modi government to come
clean on Pegasus? It is the
right of the government to
place the subject it wants to
discuss before the house. But
as Pegasus has acquired the
dubious character of snoop-
ing On the citizens and is
related to the security ofthe
country, he could have used
his discretion to direct the
government to clarify the
situation. This is the usual
norm. Even if the subject is
not mentioned in the list of
Business, the Chairman can
use his discretion and direct
the government to make a
statement,

The fact cannot be ig-
nored that after the debate
once the issue was put up
for approval of the House,
the opposition would have
lost and the BJP enjoying
an upper hand would have
pushed through the Bill.
This would have got the
parliamentary sanctity. This
was enough to bulldoze
the farmers’ agitation. This
would have virtually sealed
the fate of the farmers and
their movement would have
turned futile.

Since eleven rounds of
talks with the fanners have .
failed to find a solution the
Government tried to use the
floor of the house to finish
the movement. The prime
issue was not of members
going on record with their
positions on all issues re-
lating to the plight of the
fathers. The issue was the
reluctance of the Govern-
ment to concede to their
demand to scrap the black
laws. The opposition was
wary that the Centre would
pass this off as a debate on
the 8 months-long farmers’
agitation.

On Tuesday, when the
Chair announced a discus-
sionon fanners' issues, Con-
gress chief whip Jairam
Ramesh cited a ruling by the
Chair in 2015 and said his
notice for calling attention
motion was converted into
a short duration discussion
without taking the sense of
the House. This, he said, was
aunilateral decision.

The Centretriedto spring
onthe Rajya Sabhawhat the
Opposition described as a
“mischievous” discussion on
agriculture. The Opposition,
which wanted the Bill to be
sent to a select committee,
feltthat the provocation was
intended at dividing them
ahead of the insurance bill.

The Oppositionhad smelt
“mischief’ on Monday night
itself. Late on Monday night,
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh had tweeted: “To-
morrow, in a clever-by-half
move; the Modi government
has scheduled-a discussion
on ‘The agricultural prob-
lems and solutions’ and
added my name to it. The
discussion has NOTHING
to do with my notice given
onJuly 23rd on the ongoing
farmers’ agitation.”

Naidu should have taken
afirm stand and not allowed
the Modi governmentto play
mischief. This would have
averted transgression of the
sanctity of the house. (IPA
Service)
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Peace talks derailed?

THE demise of Cheristerfield Thangkhiew the
former general secretary ofthe proscribed Hyn-
niewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC)
in apolice encounter on Friday brings to an end
an important chapter in the history of militancy
in Meghalaya. Thangkhiew was known as the
brain behind the outfit. He was the master strate-
gist that gave direction to the movement and it
was his orders that were carried out by the mili-
tary wing ofthe outfit. When Thangkhiew came
overground in October 2018 he made an impor-
tant statement that he had not ‘surrendered’but
had retired from the HNLC. That statement has
wide connotations. Retired people can still be
reemployed and they usually-find it difficult to
leave their old trade behind. It is possible that
his expertise was still in use by the remaining
batch of the cadres who might be missing the
strategic wisdom ofthe old war horse.

It goes to the credit ofthe MDA Government
that they were able to bring overground a formi-
dable force inthe HNLC - its general secretary
and also its founder member who had given the
best years ofhis life to the movement. Amongst
some ofthe founder members that Thangkhiew
named inhis interview in 2018, not a single one
has remained with the HNLC except himself. He
seemed convinced in the idea offighting for the
“country” which is “Ka Bri U Hynniewtrep” or
Khasi-land as understood by the Khasis ofyore
and which has become the idealism pursued
by the disillusioned youth of the early 1990s.
In their enthusiasm to prove a point they used
all tricks in the book adopted by all terrorist
outfits - which is to hit where it hurts the most
and let those actions trigger a fear psychosis
among the innocent public. Extortion became
their only means to procure arms and creating
terror was one.way of getting compliance from
selected targets of extortion. Insurgents don’t
believe in the 'ends and means' ideology. For
them the endsjustify the means and they pursue
this assiduously. Even killings are condoned to

achieve these ends.

Many lives of both civilians and uniformed
personnel have been lost in the years between
1994- 2000 when the HNLC was at its peak.
The outfit met its toughest challenge in 2000
from a government that meant business and a
no-nonsense Home Minister. The HNLC lost
steam andthat’s when cadres beganto surrender.
Meghalaya or at least the KhasitJaintiapart of it
has had a peaceful run until the IED blasts that
seemed to be warnings that the remnants ofthe
cadres should be taken seriously and that the
peace talks should be given importance. The
MDA Government should give serious thought

to this.

Letters to the Editor

The wonder of
being Khasi

Editor,

| came to St Edmunds
College last week to submit
the application form of my
nephew. It was raining and
I somehow found shelter in
the arms ofaboy who looked
really young, so | thought he
came to take admission. 1was
wrong; he’s now waiting for
his graduation result. Then
while standing in the queue,
| struck up a conversation
with a girl who | thought
was also taking admission.
I was wrong again. She had
completed her Masters. Both
looked incredibly young
for their age. Most of my
non-tribal friends do agree
that we Khasis and other
communities in NE India
look much younger than
our actual age. | guess it's
in our DNA to look young.
The boy is about to become
a mathematician and he's
highly ambitious. NEHU is
not on his radar. He’s plan-
ning to go outside for fUrther
studies; the girl on the other
hand has just finished her
MSc in Biotechnology and
she's highly ambitious too.
She wants to take a break
from studies for now and
to pursue her studies again

\'

later. It's a refreshing sight
to see such ambitious at-
titude among our youths. It
fills my heart with joy and
pride to see our youths do-
ing well iii their studies and
branching out into fields of
studies that require a lot of
head-scratching, hard work
& dedication.
Yours etc.,
Gary Marbaniang,
Via email

Need to cleanse
the rot in the
system

Editor,

The letter to the editor,
"Mr. CM give us a break"
(ST Aug 12, 2021) though
written anonymously re-
veals the sense of anger and
frustration of our generation.
While there is anger there is
also fear and hopelessness
due to lack of employment
and future prospects. Their
being aware ofthe existence
of nepotism and fovourit-
ism in every sphere leaves
them feeling deprived and
disgusted; hence the birth
of "negative thoughts." The
fact that they long to prove
their worth and excellence
and are eagerto compete ina
healthy environment must be

(SIX)

Climate chaos aggravates Round the states
as agreements

The IntergovErnmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) invented a new
phrase, “Climate Chaos” to
describe the situation in its
latest report to assert that
climate change is “wide-
spread, rapid and intensify-
ing”. Ithad no new revelation
to shock the world, but it
deprived the Indian Prime
Minister ofthe first headline
that day on his address to
the UN Security Council.
His warning about maritime
security was drowned out
by the prophecy of doom on
account of climate chaos. It
said that many ofthe changes
observed in the climate are
unprecedented in thousands,
if not hundreds of thou-
sands of years, and some
of the changes already set
in motion—such as con-
tinued sea level rise—are
irreversible over hundreds
to thousands of years.

The scientific evidence
was always there that an-
thropogenic emissions of
greenhouse gases will ring
the death knell ofthe earth.
Butwhat the report reveals
is the inadequate response
of the international com-
munity to the impending
disaster. The Paris Agree-
ment has turned out to
be a hoax that President
Trump and several others
had called it. Even if the
Paris Agreement is fully
implemented, the earth will
be too hot to live in.

The hopes raised by the
Stockholm Conference of
1972 and the historic Rio
Summit of 1992 were shat-
tered in Copenhagen in 2009,
when Kyoto Protocol was
repudiated and buried in
Paris in 2015. The greedy
industrialised nations insisted
on continuing their “luxury
emissions”, while depriving
thedeveloped nations oftheir
“survival emissions”. Some
ofthe following fundamental
principles adopted in Rio
were deliberately abandoned
in Copenhagen to alter the
path laid out in 1992.

Common but differenti-
ated responsibilities.

Mandatory reduction of
Greenhouse gases for devel-
oped countries. No manda-
tory reduction for developing
countries.

Right ofdeveloping coun-
tries to increase emissions.

Developed countries
should meet the “incremental
costs” for adopting environ-
ment friendly technologies.

Financing and conces-
sional transfer of technol-
ogy. N

Per capita emissions
should be taken into account
for calculating GHG emis-
sions by various countries.

The basic terms of the
Copenhagen Accord were
brokered directly by a hand-
ful ofkey country leaders on
the final day of the confer-

acknowledged, appreciated
and most importantly must
be encouraged and allowed.
The letter also spells out the
lack of faith in the system
that has been condoned by us
the elders. Perhaps the youth
may not be totally wrong in
having such feelings since
we have kept quiet all the
while and have allowed this
state to deteriorate.

As parents, elders and
responsible citizens we must
contemplate on the failure
of governments, the society
and more so our individual
selves. It must worry each
one of us that our young
minds are aware ofthe "hy-
pocrisy" embedded in us;
that they are unhappy with
the way we'have allowed
the system to decline and
worsen; that we have failed
to nip the vice in the bud.
Personally, the letter shook
my conscience and made me
re-look at the way the world
of righteousness, is falling
apart. We have really kept
mum for so long. It's time
we make a start for the good
ofone and all especially our
children. It's about time we
get more alert and aware and

find out ways and means'

to combat the challenging
ills that are present in the
society. In order to provide
a safe haven for our children

By TP Sreenivasan

ence. It took nearly another
full day oftense negotiations
to arrive at a procedural com-
promise allowing the leaders’
deal to be formalized over
the bitter objections ofa few
govemments.

The key elements of the
Copenhagen accord included
an aspirational goal of limit-
ing global temperature in-
crease to 2 degrees Celsius;
a process for countries to
enter their specific mitigation
pledges by January 31,2010;
broad terms for the reporting
and verification of countries’
actions; a commitment by
developed countries for $30

billion in 2010-2012 to help
developing countries; and
a goal for mobilizing $100
billion a year in public and
private finance by 2020. The
accord also called for the
establishment ofanew Green
Climate Fund.

The Paris Agreement
brought all nations into a
common cause to undertake
ambitious efforts to combat
climate change and adapt
to its effects, with enhanced
support to assist developing
countries to do so. As such,

cial flows, a new technology
framework and an enhanced
capacity building framework
will be put in place, thus sup-
porting action by developing
countries and the most vul-
nerable countries, in line with
their own national objectives.

The Agreement also provides

for enhanced transparency of
action and support through

a more robust transparency

framework.

The Paris Agreement
requires all Parties to put
forward their best efforts
through nationally deter-
mined contributions (NDCs)
and to strengthen these ef-

forts in the years ahead. This
includes requirements that
all Parties report regularly
on their emissions and on
their implementation efforts.
In 2018, Parties took stock of
the collective efforts in rela-
tion to progress towards the
goal set in the Paris Agree-
ment and informed the prepa-
ration ofNDCs. There is also
a global stock-taking every 5
years to assess the collective
progress towards achieving
the puipose ofthe Agreement
and to inform further indi-

The greedy industrialised nations insisted
on continuing their “luxury emissions;,
while depriving the developed nations
oftheir “Survival emissions ™.

it charted a new course in
the global climate effort. The
Paris Agreement’s central
aim was to strengthen the
global response to the threat
ofclimate change by keeping
a global temperature rise this
century well below 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
levels andto pursue efforts to
limitthe temperature increase
even further to 1.5 degrees
Celsius.

Additionally, the agree-
ment ainis to strengthen the
ability of countries to deal
with the impacts of climate
change. Toreach these ambi-
tious goals, appropriate finan-

we mustjoin hands and fight

against the prevailing evils.

Yes, together we are stronger
and better.

Yours etc.,

Jenniefer Dkhar,

Via email

Parliament
pulverized

Editor,

It is worrisome that over
the years, the very busi-
ness of Indian Parliament
has declined sharply. Both
Houses of Parliament were
adjourned sine die, two days
ahead of schedule bring-
ing to an end a tumultuous
monsoon session disrupted
by Opposition protests over
the Pegasus snooping row
and farm laws. During the
monsoon session the Lok
Sabha functioned for only
21 hours, lost 74 hours 46
minutes to disruptions and
its productivity was 22 per
cent. The productivity ofthe
Rajya Sabha was 28 per
cent and it lost 76 hours 26
minutes to disruptions. This
pathetic state ofthe function-
ing of Parliament is a cause
for concern. In fact, the busi-
ness of the institution has
declined both quantitatively
and qualitatively.

The present state of the

vidual actions by Parties.
The Paris Agreement
moved away from the prin-
ciple of common but dif-
ferentiated responsibilities
and all countries were placed
on equal footing by making
reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions voluntary. The
Nationally Determined Con-
tribution (NDC) so far sub-
mitted will not result in the
desired objective of limiting
increase ofglobal warmingto
below 2 degrees Celsius.
Accordingto the IPCCrre-
port, it could take 20-30 years
to see global temperatures
stabilize. The report provides

functioning of Parliament
shows a bad situation. Both
the opposition and the Gov-
ernment must be held re-
sponsible for not allowing
the institution of democracy
to function properly. Even
a small disruption in the
Parliamentary proceedings
costs heavily. Even a minute
of disruption will cost lakhs
but while the monetary cost
of disruptions in Parliament
can be estimated, how it
affects people’s lives can-
not be estimated. Lack of
proper legislation will ad-
versely affect the lives of
people cannot be calculated
in financial terms. As in the
case of the Central farm
laws, when a Bill is passed
during disruption without
any deliberation, the impact
is tremendous. The conflict
between the farmers and the
Central government has led
to a chaotic situation.

Apart from productivity,
reduced role of Parliamenta-
ry standing committees and
increased promulgation of
ordinances are also a cause
for concern. Parliamentary
standing committees play
an important role in deep
analysis oflaws and adding
expert data in legislation. In
the 16th Lok Sabha between
2014-2019, the involvement
ofthese committees declined

new estimates ofthe chances
of crossing the global warm-
ing level of 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius in the next decades, and
finds that unless there aire im-
mediate, rapid and large-scale
reductions in greenhouse gas
‘emissions, limiting wanning
to closeto 1.5 degrees Celsius
or even 2 degrees Celsius will
be beyond reach.

The report shows that
emissions of greenhouse
gases from human activities
are responsible for approxi-
mately 1.1 degrees Celsius
ofwarming since 1850-1900,
and finds that averaged over
the next 20 years, global tem-
perature is expected to reach
orexceed 1.5 degrees Celsius
ofwarming. This assessment

>is based on improved

| observational datasets to
assess historical warm-
ing, as well progress in
scientific understanding
of the response of the
climate systemto human-
caused greenhouse gas
emissions.

The report projects
that in the coming de-
cades climate change will
increase in all regions.
For 15 degrees Celsius

I warming, there
increasing heat
onger warm sea-
d shorter cold
seasons. At 2 degrees
Celsius of global warm-
ing, heat extremes would
more often reach critical
tolerance thresholds for agri-
culture arid health, the report
shows.

The IPCC report is areal-
ity check and a strong Warn-
ing signal. But it will serve
its purpose only if the indus-
trialised nations change their
mindset and return to the Rio
principles of climate justice.
It is not the lack of scientific
evidence or data that inhibits
progress, but the reluctance of
developed nations to change
their lifestyle of conspicuous
consumption to make life
sustainable. It does not ap-
pear that climate change can
be halted by conventions,
protocols or agreements.

Ultimately, science may
have to step in and find the
technology to remove green-
house gases from the atmo-
sphere and put it to some
productive use rather than
expect negotiations to lead, to
zero carbon economies.

(TP Sreenivasan is afor-
mer Ambassador of India
anda member o fthe National
Security Advisory Board and
presentlytheD G oftheKerala
International Centre. He has
nearly 20years o fexperience
in multilateral diplomacy
and has represented India
at a number of international
conferences organised by the
UN, the Commonwealth and
the NAM. He has chaired
several UN Committees and
Conferences).

to just 25%. A law enacted
for a diverse country like
India must come through
proper deliberation.

Hence, the causes of Par-
liamentary disruptions must
be identified and solutions
found for them. Smooth
functioning of Parliament
is dependent on how well the
Opposition comes out with
severe criticism and how
well the Government builds
a consensus. An institution
of democracy must not be
allowed to be badly affected
by vested interests. The im-
portance of law making must
be understood by every-
one involved. Parliament’s
precious time must not be
wasted for running political
narratives. It is ofparamount
importance to restore the
sanctity of Parliament. The
temple of democracy must
be used for serving people
and not for petty political
gains. Voices must be raised
there for people and it must
be heard attentively.

Yours etc.’,
Venu GS
Kollam

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Insaf

Criminalisation of Politics
SC hammer on states
Three cheers to the. Su-

preme Court. State govern-

ments can no longer aid
criminalisation of politics.

“We deem it appropriate to

direct that no prosecution

against a sitting or former

MP/ MLA shall be with-

drawn without the leave

of the high court,” was a

clear directive issued by it

on Tuesday last. Further it
asked the HCs to examine

“withdrawals, whether pend-

ing or disposed of since 16

September lastyear” in light

of guidelines it had laid,

whereby ChiefJustices were
asked to constitute Special

Benches to monitor progress

of criminal cases against

sitting and former legisla-

tors.Plus, all HCs were di-

rected to provide details of

judges’ posting and number
of pending and disposed
cases before them; that ju-
dicial officers presiding over

Special Courts or CBI courts

involving such prosecution

shall not be transferred until
further orders so as to ensure
speedy disposal, of pending
cases.

The apex court directives

follow a PIL seeking setting .

up of fast-track courts for
cases against legislators. ,It
was in November 2017, that
the SC had ordered the same
in each State but so far only
12 such courts have come
up. Worse, instances of State
governments withdrawing or
wanting to withdraw cases
against legislators, came
into sharp focus: 61 cases
Withdrawn in Karnataka last
August; Uttarakhand want-
ing to withdraw &murder
case against a sitting MLA
and UPwantingto dosoin4
cases; Maharashtra deciding
to withdraw political cases
against activists registered
before December 31, 2019.
Apparently, the prosecution
was withdrawing cases un-
der political consideration,
to stifle the process of law,
rather than what is permis-
sible i.e. in public interest.
Further, it came to light that
investigating agencies such
as CBI and ED had ignored
directives. Peeved, the SC
expressed disapproval over
non-filing of status report
on cases against MPs/MLAs
being probed and warned it
may set up a special bench
to hear this matter. The big
question is whether State
governments would pay
heed this time. Or will the
intended ‘Operation Clean
Up Politics’ continue to lan-
guish. Time will tell,
‘Sacrilege’in RS

The Council of States,
the Rajya Sabha, witnessed
a new low in the history of
Parliament. A ‘sacrilege’ as
described by its Chairman
Naidu. Though his views
were echoed by many a
minister inthe Modi govern-
ment, the Opposition said
“voice of 60 percent of the
population was crushed,” as
therewas ‘no Parliament ses-
sion’. The monsoon session
ended abruptly on Wednesr
day, two days earlier than
scheduled given Opposition
protests over the Pegasus
snooping controversy and
the three contentious farm
laws, whichmarred proceed-
ings daily fromthe start. Not
just murder ofdemocracy, is
the Opposition charge, but
Rajya Sabha MPs accused
the Presiding officers of
being partisan players and
worse women Congress
MPs on Wednesday last
were allegedly “physically
bullied by male marshals
as they were protesting in
the Well of the House”.
On the other side, the chair
described Opposition MPs
climbing atop a table and
throwing an official file at
the Chair and some squatting
onthetables inthe frontrow
as ‘sacrilege.” The House
functioned for 17 hours out
of roughly 97 hours. In all
19 Bills were passed, but in
minutes, without discussion.
The Govemment-Opposi-
tion standoff has led to the
people’s voice being stifled,
withtheir representatives not
doing their job. Enough is
enough, did one hear.

TN Financial Crunch

Tamil Nadu needs to
tighten the purse strings.
It’s fiscal deficit, says its
Finance Minister, is “unsus-
tainable” and “alarming”. A
white paper on Monday last,
proposes to usher in major

structural changes to drag
the State “out ofthe financial
sinkhole.” As explained:
Revenue generation is said
to have come down and “a
government without revenue
cannot address problems.”
Predictably there is politics
involved too. The DMK
minister blamed the previ-
ous AIADMK government
for the financial mess: a
revenue deficit of Rs 61,320
crore in 2020-21 — which
made up over half of the
fiscal deficit in that year, Rs
92,305 crore. Since 2017-18,
the share ofrevenue deficit
in the fiscal deficit had a
substantial increase of up to
50% or more, which means
* government’s borrowing is
not for capital expenditure
but for current expenditure.
.And, quick fixes would not
suffice, as the State’s cur-
rent debt of about Rs. 5.7
lakh crore translates to a
debt burden of around Rs
70,000 on each citizen. This
is apart from Rs 1.10 lakh
debt per person generated
from operational losses of
the electricity department,
transport corporation and
interest payment. All eyes
will now be on how’Chief
Minister Stalin gets the State
tout of the red.
Setback for UP
Holy Cow! The Uttar
Pradesh government should
be red in the face. The Al-
lahabad High Court has
quashed the detention of
three individuals picked up
in Sitapur district in July last
year under the National Se-
curity Act in a cow slaughter
case. While .hearing habeas
corpus petitions filed by the
families of the three, the
court in its order said: “...
mn act of slaughtering a
cow in the secrecy of one’s
own house in the wee hours
probably because ofpoverty
or lack of employment or
hunger, would perhaps only
involve a law and order
issue,” And, “could not be
said to stand on the same
footing as a situation where
anumber of cattle have been
slaughtered outside inpublic
view and the public transport
of their flesh or an incident
where an aggressive attack
is made by the slaughter-
ers against the complaining
public, which may involve
infractions of public order.”
It ordered their release forth-
with. Clearly, the Additional
Government Advocate’s
argument that “cutting of
beef to sell it offends reli-
gious faith and feelings of
a section of society...” did
not hold water. Much less
detention under the draco-
nian law. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath must see
the writing on the wall and
stop abusing the NSA.
Chhattisgarh’s first
Chhattisgarh may have
a first to its credit. Its po-
lice in Dantewada district .
is creating a township ex-
clusively for surrendered
Naxals. Dantewada SP said
that it will provide not only
accommodation for their
safety but offer skill training
to lead a better life. The offi-
cial claimed it to be the first-
of-its-kind initiative in the
country and said some ofthe
surrendered Naxals are also
involved in the construction’
ofthe township.. Remember
Dantewada is one of the
worst naxal-hit districts in
Bastar region, which has
witnessed many deadly
Maoist encounters. Just 400
km from the capital Raipur,
the State governmenthad in
June lastyear launched a sur-
render/rehabilitation drive
‘LonVarratu’ (return to your
home/village) to encourage
naxals to quit the gun. The
Rs 9 crore township project,
funded by the Home Affairs
Ministry is being developed
in 39 acres in front of Police
Lines, Dantewada and shall
be inaugurated on 26 Janu-
ary 2022. It will have 108
one BHK (bedroom-house-
kitchen) apartments, a recre-
ational centre, yoga centres-
cum-gym, aprimary school,
primary health centre, transit
hostel, anganwadi, aliveli-
hood college to offertraining
in 20-odd different trades,
including modem farming,
motorcycle repair work and
processing of minor forest
produce. So far 400 naxals
have surrendered and the
township should not only
give hope to them, but set a
precedent for other States to
follow. — INFA
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Once Upon a Time In Mumbal

ocated in the middle of
the ‘gaothan’ (a settlement
area), the large shed with a

covered roof can be a key point o

your visit if you are on a walking
tour in this part of Mumbai on a
Sunday.

“You have to be here in the
morning if you want to see how
the fish market operates,” says
the guide for the walking tour to
a small group of tourists.

“The smell and the noise takes
some getting used to,” she says,
and adds with a smile: "The main
reason why we bring people here
in the afternoon.”

Well, you are standing in the
middle of the Worli Koliwada in
Mumbai, one of the few surviving
villages of the earliest inhabitants
of the area, the Koli (pronounced
Kolee).

Despite the world around them
changing drastically, the Kolis
largely follow their traditional
occupation - fishing, and have
been able to retain their unique
cultural identity.

The walk will take you through
the narrow lanes past neat little
houses, most with tiled roofs.
Occasionally, there will be quaint
reminders that the lives of the
people were closely linked to the
sea - a mariner’s wheel on the
wall of a house or a small tulsi
plant in a boat shaped holder.

Walk past old temples, includ-
ing the 'Papmochan Temple' in the
middle of the urban village, past
churches, grottos and crosses ded-
icated to Our Lady of Velankanni,
and then descend a flight of stone
steps leading to, the jetties and the
sea, where colourful fishing boats
bob among the waves.

In between you can stop to talk
to some of the friendly residents
who eagerly share information
about their lives, the perils of
fishing in the sea, the dwindling
catch. Interestingly, the name
Mumbai comes from Mumba
Devi, the patron goddess of the
Koli community.

Your walk ends at the little
known Worli Fort, which was
likely raised as a watch tower in
1675. The Bandra-Worli Sea Link
looms in the distance.

While a walk through a Koli vil-
lage may not be possible now ow-
ing to the pandemic situation, you
can take a deep look into the life
and times of the Koli community
through a virtual exhibition which
has been curated and developed by
Bombay61 Studio, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Mumbai’s

Despite its stellar development, Mumbai cannot ignore the knowledge that resides with its earliest

inhabitants, the Koli fishing community. A digital exhibition launched on World Indigenous People's

Day on Aug 9 now explores Mumbai through the lens of these first residents. Uttara Ganguly reports

Magic, a collective of Mumbaikers.
It is hosted by The Heritage Lab,
a digital media platform connect-
ing citizens to cultural heritage
through stories.

Named ‘Through the Eyes of
the Kolis: A reflection on Mum-
bai’s past, present and future’, the
show is part of the Biodiversity
by the Bay campaign.

While the exhibition may be
Mumbai specific, the lesson it im-
parts holds good for many Indian
cities which have been growing
in scale with scant regard to the
ecosystem that once existed here,
ignoring the collective knowledge
of the original communities.

The photography exhibition
explores various aspects of the
city of Mumbai through the eyes
of the Koli community.

The exhibition contains a se-
ries of archival'photographs from
the 1950s - 2000s which have
been sourced from the Koli com-
munity by Bombay61 Studio, an

Celebration
of Diversity

rom searching how to make
steets online to themed

birthday cakes, the character
of the Mighty Little Bheem has
authentically captured India's cul-
ture through the adventures from
cooking Pongal to flying kites in
his village, since its premiere in
2019. Now, Netflix and UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization)
have announced coming together
to celebrate India's rich cultural
heritage through the homegrown

series.

Over the next year, a series
of fun short videos themed 'One
Country, Incredible Diversity' will
shine a light on India's cultural
journey, including monuments,
living heritage, performing arts,
social practices, rituals and festi-
vals such as Dussehra, Diwali and
Holi. UNESCO seeks to encourage
the identification, protection, and
preservation of cultural and natural
heritage around the world consid-
ered to be of outstanding value to
humanity, they announced.

The short videos to be released

on UNESCO New Delhi's Face-
book, Instagram, YouTube and
Twitter pages, will demonstrate
how cultural history enriches
people's everyday lives by covering
everything from food and traditions
to languages and storytelling.

The first video was released
ahead of the 75th Anniversary of
India's Independence (Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav), a day that brings
the entire country together.

Monika Shergill, VP, Content,
Netflix India, tells IANSIlife: "We

are excited to part-
ner with UNESCO
to celebrate India's
rich cultural heritage
through our beloved
preschool animated
series, Mighty Little
Bheem. At Netflix,
we want to make
stories that are com-
pelling, meaning-
ful, memorable and
resonate around the
world for authentic
representation of
their respective cul-
tures."”

Eric Fait, Director and UNESCO
Representative to Bhutan, India,
Maldives and Sri Lanka, adds, "We
are pleased to partner with Netflix
to take you through a journey of
India's rich cultural diversity. In
today's interconnected world, cul-
ture's power to transform societies
is clear. Its diverse manifestations
-- from our cherished historic
monuments and museums to tradi-
tional practices and contemporary
art forms - they all enrich our ev-
eryday lives in countless ways."

The series is created by Green
Gold Animation. (IANSlife)

experimental think tank working
across architecture, urban design
and public participation.

Regarded as the first residents
of Mumbai, the Kolis livelihoods
are deeply intertwined with the
rivers and the sea that they in-
habit.This exhibition presents a
pictorial narrative of the genera-
tional history of the Kolis and the
deep relationship they share with
the natural environment.

According to the collaborators,
the Kolis had been witness to
rampant urbanisation in Mumbai
and the rapid degeneration of its
water bodies, impact of climate
change on the city's coastline and
have had to face the, immediate
repercussions.

The exhibition explores these
physical, socio-cultural and eco-
logical transformations through
four sections:

The Community and their Live-
lihood - a series of images explore
how the culture and traditions of

the community are tightly ihter-
linked with their occupation and
their traditional knowledge of
sustainable fishing methods.

The photographs will high-
light how rapid urbanisation and
instant gratification for profits
in recent years has affected the
community, even forcing many to
leave Mumbai altogether.

THE COASTAL
ECOSYSTEMS
An exhibition exploring the
impact of climate change, de-
velopmental pressures, ecologi-
cal deterioration and changing
aspirations on the livelihoods
of the Koli community. Images
document the changing coastal
ecosystem as fishermen are forced
to go deeper into the high seas for
their catch.

ALTERATION OF
THE ‘EDGES’
Due to expansion and construc-

Image Credit: Sadashiv Kaje (1980)

tion along the coastline, the Ko-
liwadas offered a cheaper cost of
living for migrants that resulted
in overpopulation of Koliwadas
and a fight for resources. As. a
result, a slum narrative has been
associated with the Koliwadas of
late. These photographs depict
the loss of belonging and cultural
identity this has created across
the Koliwadas.

MAPPING THE HISTORIES

After extensive conversations
with the older generation of Vet-
sova Koliwada, Bombay61 Studio
has developed a community map
that documents the historical
narratives regarding the Koli’s
relationships with the natural
resources. This map will comple-
ment the photo archives and is
an inclusive approach that docu-
ments the past as the Koli’s have
witnessed it, taking into account
the community’s voices.

Say Jai and Ketaki of Bom-

bay61 Studio: “Environmental
degradation in Mumbai has a
sense of normalcy to it. Most ca-
sually we refer to water bodies as
nullahs (drains), something that is
dumped with sewage waste, both
domestic and industrial.

"These were once vibrant wa-
ter channels (creeks and rivers)
that have been ignored over time
and reduced to a thick sludge. A
generation of Kolis have seen the
degeneration of what was once a
healthy environment alongside
which they flourished.”

The exhibition relives the glory
days of the community and how
they are placed today in a bid to
understand the transformation of
the coastal systems of Mumbai,
said the duo. The exhibition
hopes to reverse the amnesia of
the urban youth and strengthen
their relationship with the sur-
roundings. .

Medhavi Gandhi from The
Heritage Lab says that they be-
lieve that culture and heritage is
community-created, and commu-
nity-owned, and therefore the re-
sponsibility of the community and
citizens to preserve/ protect.

The Heritage Lab (THL) is a
digital media platform connecting
citizens to cultural heritage and
museums through stories, public
engagement programs campaigns
and free-access resources.

“We’re really looking forward
to seeing the conversations in-
spired by this exhibition,” says
Gandhi.

Mumbai’s Ministry of Magic
(MMM) is a platform fo unite
citizens and showcase their col-
lective action, mobilizing them
to draw the attention of the local .
government to prioritise protec-
tion of Mumbai’s biodiversity
hotspots, green spaces and its
inhabitants.

Arpita Bhagat from MMM
says, “The Kolis have witnessed
the evolution of Mumbai's eco-
systems more closely than any
other inhabitants of this island
city. Their intimate relationship
with the sea for survival has also
meant that they are the first to
adapt and respond to thk effects
of the climate crisis.

"We want to invite Mumbaikars
to experience this relationship
through visual narratives and
learn lessons of resilience from
the Koli community.”

You can see the exhibition on
https://www .theheritagelab.in/
mumbai-koli-archives/ (IBNS/
TWF)

Classroom In Bus

By Mohammad Suaib Khan

ight-year-old Nirmal has
E started thinking about his

career and now he is very
serious about studies. "I want to
be a police officer,” he said, talk-
ing about his future plan sitting in
a moving classroom in a bus.

Not only Nirmal, several un-
derprivileged children who were
deprived of the studies now join
him in the, 'Classroom Bus' for
study.

Every day four buses that
have been converted into mov-
ing classrooms ply on Delhi's
roads to provide education to the
children living in slums. These
buses aim to provide education to
such children who have not been

to schools. )
Presently, about 50 children are

studying in these classroom buses
and most of them are rag-pickers.
These four buses go to different
locations in Delhi for this nobel
cause.

There is a driver, a helper and
two teachers in every bus. A black
board is installed in the bus and
children are also provided with
slate and chalk.

Besides, food is also available
for children.

Non-government organisation
'Tejasia’ has named these vehicles
"Hope Buses". Tejasia is involved
in social works since last 10 years
and it has taken responsibilities
of these children.

This project was started many
years ago with a single bus and
now the number has reached to
four.

Ateam of the NGO does survey
of a particular area to find out if
number of children who need to
be educated are more. Then a bus
is sent to that area. Presently, the
buses are visiting eight such loca-
tions in the national capital. In the

last several years, many children
who studied in these buses got
enrolled in government schools.

Besides basic education, the
children also learn social eti-
quette -- like how to live, talk or
behave.

Ebna Edwin’ working with the
NGO, said, "We are teaching chil-
dren in Kamala Nagar, a colony in
R.K. Puram and Gurugram."

It starts at 9 a.m., the bus
reaches all the locations in an
hour, after which a class is held
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

After that the same bus goes
to another location to teach other
children from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

According to the NGO, 80 per
cent of the children are those who
have never attended school. There
are also some children who are
school drop-outs.

Parents of these children are
very poor and belong to labour
class like rickshaw puller, house-
hold worker and rag-picker etc.

Though there is a small school
in addition to the bus, but due to
Covid, it is closed these days.

About 40 volunteers are associ-
ated with this NGO, while about
900 children have been provided
education so far. There are more-
than 20 teaching tedms.

Teachers prepare children for
admission in government schools.
The NGO also helps children in
getting the documents for the
admission.

Interestingly, the teaching
teams also include teachers who
lost their jobs due to Covid and
now they work with the NGO on
a token amount. (IANS)
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'No two Ramayanas
are entirely similar’

By Siddhi Jain

he rich heritage of mytho-
I logical epics in India has be-
gun to reflect in the popular
audiobook production and listener-
ship. The latest in this direction is
'Many Ramayanas & Many Lessons
by Indias best-selling mythological
fiction author Anand Neelakantan,
launched on audio storytelling
platform Audible.

This audiobook is available on
Audible in both Hindi and English
languages. Spread across 29 epi-
sodes, this audiobook is an attempt
by Anand Neelakantan to introduce
different versions of this great epic
and draw enduring lessons for audi-
ences of all ages. The story is told
in chronological order, with each
episode featuring different Greats
like Sage Valmiki, the Lord Rama,
Sage Vishwamitra, Sita, Bharata
individually, thus taking interest-
ing detours to introduce the various
versions of this story that exist
across Asia.

’Many Ramayanas & Many Les-
sons' has been narrated by Manish
Dongardive and the Hindi version
titled 'Ramayana- Anek Kathayein,'
Anek Sandarbh' has been narrated
by Babla Kochhar.

Anand Neelakantan, the best-
selling author and writer of the
audiobook tells IANSlife: "Writ-
ing audiobooks is different from
writing printed books. The word
choices, the rhythm of writing,
and the structure's nuances take
another form in audiobooks. | hope
Many Ramayanas & Many lessons
.would be an immersive hearing
experience."

He says: "The Ramayana is one
of India’s greatest epics and forms
an integral part of our tradition of
storytelling. Across Asia, there are
close to 300 forms ofthe Ramayana
that are known to exist including
the popular version by Valmiki.

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Through Many Ramayanas & Many
Lessons, | have attempted to create
an immersive storytelling experi-
ence with different versions of the
Ramayana to familiarise audiences
with alternative theories and ap-
proaches that exist in various other
cultures.”

IANSlife speaks to the author to
know more:

There are not many tales that
survive the test of time, as Rama-
yana and Mahabharata have. In
addition to being a matter offaith,
what makes these stories appeal
to readers or listeners generation
after generation?

Neelakantan: There are only
two ways for stories to survive.
One is by the imposition by some
religious authorities that all the
followers must read a particular
book. Such books will endure as
long as the religious authorities
that impose them survive. The sec-

‘Star - Gazing’

ond way is for the book to evolve as
per the needs of every generation.
They need no religious authorities
to impose the book's reading, nor
do they require to be uniform. Ra-
mayana and Mahabharata belong to
this category. Hence they transcend
the borders of religion and culture
as each culture can contribute to

the corpus of these epics and make.

the epics their own. It evolves as
per generation and culture. They
are living tradition. As long as this
freedom exists, it would remain
relevant till the end of the human
race.

The oral medium of passing
down knowledge and legends kept
many stories alive, historically. So
your '‘Many Ramayanas & Many
Lessons ’is returning in the audio
medium, in a different, modern
way. Thoughts?

Neelakantan: Oral medium is
the oldest form of story and idea
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Sun is forming an angle of 150 degrees with Neptune on your solar return chart
and it will give fantastic results for the whole year. Your behavior will be veiy good.
Some new work will be completed. You will make progress in your work. Your
financial condition will get better. Love mates will enjoy wonderful bonding. You
wiU also get marriage proposals. Students win perform wen in studies. You will also
make plans to buy a new housel/vehicle. You win adorn new clothes. You might
take leave and go to some nearby place for a holiday. You will try your best to
achieve your objectives. There will be happiness in family life. Property disputes
wit get resolved with'ease. You will do the right thing and achieve your objective.
You will buy something nice and expensive for your house. There will be lot of

peace at home.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

It is going to be a wonderful week. There will be progress in your
work or business. You will also have a scientific approach in your
work. You will also win confidence of your boss. You will have
monetary gains. Entertainment fun, love and romance will keep
you busy. You will develop dose bonding with your spouse. You
need to be careful in financial deals. Do not take any step in
haste and also do not invest without proper investigation. You
will also appear worried about yourself. You will also meet an
influential person. There are possibilities of new thoughts and
of being inspired. You will be in a good mood and full of self
confidence. You will also undertake a business trip. You will feel
relaxed and secured.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)
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Your financial position is gong to be good. Your mind will be in
turmoil. You will Introspect and the thought will occur to you that
you have to live for yourself. You will have gains in business. You
wifl get the results of your efforts. Your children too will do well in
studies and win have good results. Visitors will keep you busy.
You will acquire literary knowledge. You will also enjoy your

, holidays. Your time will be spent in entertainment. You will be

mentally and physically fit Friends win help you a Idt Do not trust
anybody m money matteis. Keep control over your speech and
anger. You will take steps in order to obtain benefits. You will
obtain a balance in both work and conversation.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

Your love affair will get better. You wiU have a wonderful time with
your mate. You will also like the company of your own people.
You will be happy. You will get lot of job and business offers. It is

uS _ upto you to make the right choice. There will be-an increase in
N JIr your income. You may also have to make the rounds of hospital
(R H k In order to see someone. Gradually the works that were stalled

will gain momentum once again. You might take out time for
entertainment and creative things. Honesty, good character
and loyally will reflect in your work. You will meet some influential
person and will be greatly influential by him.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

You will take steps in order to obtain benefits. You will maintain
a balance in both woik and conversation. You will feel a bit low,
but will be mentally alert. Your contacts and meetings with
people will increase. Work done by you will be fully successful.
You will maintain your dominance because of your liberal and
flexible attitude. There can be meetings, travels and contacts
with regards to woik. You will get results later. Do not interfere in
others affairs, otherwise yoii might have to feel sorry. All your
works will be stalled midway due to over confidence. Pay atten-
tion to your work.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)

It is time to acquire knowledge and put them to your best use. It
is a good time for students. They will work hard. They win be
happy at getting admission in the coBege of their choice. You will
have financial gains. Money and wealth will keep coming. It is the
perfect time for studying, research, meditation and prayers. You
will get an opportunity to make progress in your job. Children
related problems win be solved. Visitors will drop by and you will
be busy in welcoming them. You will extend a helping hand to
old and needy people. Jupiter and Moon will bring peace and
calm. Some problems will arise in the completion of a work and
you might even have to face toi"gh competition too.

Virgo: (August 24- September 22)

Your time will be spent in social activities. All your plans will move
in the direction of fructification. Your life will be once again back
on track. Delayed and pending works will gather speed. There
will be an increase in your prestige. The atmosphere at home
will be peaceful. The unemployed will have ample opportunities
to get job. Romance with partner will deepen. You will be full of
energy and enthusiasm. Income will be good. In money related
matters you will move forward with intelligence and cleverness.
You will make plans for the future. There will be praise for you

from all quarters. This will be the time to travel. Do not trustl
anyone in business. Keep a distance from strangers. Your
health will improve.
Libra: (September 23- Libra 23),

You wffl think about yourself and complete all your tasks. You will
also pursue your hobbies. You will enjoy gardening, cooking,
walking around eating, photography etc. Your family members
will give you company and make you feel a lot better. You will also
have gains in business. The economic side will be strong. You
will have mental peace. You will also do your work property. Most
of the time will be spent on social media. Your time will be goocf.

A You will engage In government related activities. Your mind will

move about your business and you will pay more attention to it.
You will join important meetings. You will also introspect deeply.
You wifl also think about family and financial matter. Your think-
ing will be such that you take such steps, so the life can be
enjoyed with pleasure. This is a lot more favorable phase.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
You will be able to live comfortably. You will also respect the
feelings of others, understand and help others. Your thoughts
will be positive. You will go to your native place and enjoy the
climate there. You will be busy In working. The officers will be
happy and your salaiy will also increase. Business will double
T up. People wifl believe you blindly. You will spend time in love,
romance etc. You also need to control your anger. Do not
criticize or resist any kind of criticism, if you do not pay attention,
you will be better for you. You will enjoy good food. You will finish
your work in a unique style.
Sagittarius:( November 23 - December 23)
The week will be in your favor. You will be able to do your work
smoothly. The scope of friends and fans will increase, which you
will enjoy in good deeds. You can feel tremendous attraction
towards anything. All kinds of partnerships and relationships wiffl
be important to you. You will earn a lot of money. You will be
relaxed with your goal and be very dose to achieving success.
You will have full enthusiasm. Your honor wiltalso increase. You
will meet good people and they will help you in completion of
some works. The loved ones and family members will come close
to you. Your health will be good. Stay away from disputes. You
will also help yourself by helping others.
Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)
If you have political approach, them important leaders will come,
in contact with you and your respect win Increase. You win get
financial benefits. You will feel relaxed. You will do att your woik
smoothly, At this time, you will not do anything special, but
experience mental peace. You will forget an the problems and
get involved in the work. You will remember your loved ones in
- difficult times and miss them too. You may get trapped in any
litigation. You will get knowledge to leam something'new. You
will be careful about money matters. You will take time for family,
food and entertainment. You can develop an interest in spiritu-
alism. You will be a position to compromise with the circum-
stances. You can feel refreshed yourself.
Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)
The week will be spent in a great way. You will have time for your
family and win enjoy some unforgettable moments. You win be
% very happy, relaxed and cheerful. Because of busyness in the
work, the irritability will prevail over you. You will expect a lot from
your family members. They too will not disappoint you. You win be
™ veiy fortunate in financial matters and will have gains in busi-
ness. You will be welcomed as a special guest somewhere. Your
social popularity will peak. You will also value the sentiments of
your well wishers. They will stand with you at eveiy moment You
will have a sense of satisfaction in you. You win get benefits in
financial and business areas.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
Your work will be appreciated. Your expectations and hopes
will be fulfilled. Your dilemma and restlessness will overcome.
You will feel yourself full of energy. It win be your beneficial time.
You will have the power to make even a difficult task possible and
successful too. Your personality will develop. Legal issues will
be resolved smoothly. You will use the best of both hearts and
minds. You will not be able to handle the relationships due to
your fierce and indecisive nature. Your relationships with par-
ents will be good. You will enjoy happiness from children. Moon
and Jupiter will give you success. You will be engaged in
interviews, meetings, conferences, higher education and re-
search. You will get relief from a chaotic life. Money matteis will be
the main matters of concern. Yet, you will not have much prob-
lems.
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propagation. However, in the long
history of human culture, literacy
is a comparatively new concept.
Oral stories keep changing as per
the audience, and this adds to their
vibrancy and relevance. Arecorded
audiobook may not have that much
flexibility, but it remains closest to
the original storytelling tradition.
An audiobook can be a good travel
companion. You can hear stories
while you drive, exercise, or walk.
When people find it challenging
to squeeze in reading time in their
busy schedules, audiobooks can be
a lifesaver.

How was the process of col-
lating and presenting different
versions of Ramayana for this
audiobook? What did the research
entail?

Neelakantan: | have been col-
lecting such stories for more than
two decades now. All my books are
based on oral stories that I had col-
lated over the years. In this book,
| used my previous notes that gave
birth to my works like Asura, the
tale of the vanquished, Vanara or
Valmiki's women.

Did you face any challenges
during the compilation, like any
conflicting story angles?

Neelakantan: No two Ramaya-
nas are entirely similar. There are
many conflicting and contradict-
ing stories, and that is what makes
them so attractive. | am not trying
to claim there
Ramayana. There isn't. Nor am |
trying to give aresearch document
about Ramayana tradition. | neither
have the scholarship or the erudi-
tion for doing the same. | am amere
storyteller, and | am just arranging
some ot the stories | have heard or
read over the years and wondering
aloud about their subtle meanings
and what these stories mean to our
lives.

is one authentic.

Olympic
Games In
Zero Gravity

rom synchronised space
swimming to ‘'lack of floor
routine' gymnastics, astro-

hard on the routines despite the
lack of water.
"Synchronised space swimming

nauts at the International Spacen opportunity to show team-

Station (ISS) enjoyed their own
Olympics games in zero gravity
before holding a 'closing cer-
emony' to bid goodbye to Tokyo
2020.

French astronaut Thomas Pes-
quet of the European Space Agency
(ESA) posted a series of videos on
Twitter over the weekend, show-
ing some of the ISS astronauts
performing their favourite games
sans gravity.

They also had a 'weightless'
sharpshooting session where they
shoot what look like rubber bands
at a makeshift target. .

"Weightless sharpshooting -
concentration and skill (or luck)
proved necessary to reach the tar-
get," posted the French astronaut.

During the synchronised space
swimming, the astronauts worked

work and crew cohesion,” Pesquet
posted.

"No-handball —we had to adapt
the rules a bit during the match,
much investment on both sides for
the win," he added.

The astronauts even hung little
flags of all the countries represent-
ed over their performance zones on
the space station.

Finally, they held a closing cer-
emony where Aki Hoshide of JAXA
(Japan's space agency) handed
an Olympic flag to Pesquet, as
Olympics 2024 is slated to happen
in Paris.

The president of I0C, Thomas
Bach, declared the 32nd Olympic
Games closed on August 8 as the
Olympic flag was handed over to
France, the host of the 2024 Paris
Games. (IANS)

Do We Have A
Career Freedom?

By Ranjan K Baruah

e are celebrating our
Independence Day and
it means freedom. When

we are celebrating the day and the

occasion we also think about our-
selves and our future. One of the
buzz words for any student or other
young people is career. The career
is an individual’s metaphorical
"journey" through learning, work
and other aspects of life. There are
a number of ways to define career
and the term is used in a variety of
ways. There are dictionary mean-
ings but sometimes we may not
precisely define what is career to
one individual as there might be
different perspectives. Whether
we agree to any definition or not,
career is important for all of us.

Like defining career we may
not exactly define career freedom.
Let us try to talk about it accord-
ing to simple understanding. | am
mentioning it as many students do
not have the freedom to choose
what they want. The influence of
parents, teachers are dominant
amongst many for which many
miss their passion and get engaged
in work which they do not like
passionately. It is not possible for
everyone to follow passion and
make it to their profession but with
proper planning things can be made
possible instead of impossible.

If we can choose the subjects
of our interest and get placement
or get self employed in the field
which we like then we can say that
we have career freedom. There are
many elements that would affect
when it comes to career freedom.
There are situations for which we.
may not be able to take the subjects
of our interests orjoin aprofession
according to our interest. Freedom
is missing when we do not act and
plan accordingly. We can get infor-
mation related to many options and
plan accordingly for our future to
make our career a vibrant one.

Now the question is what do we
need to have career freedom? Well,
it is challenging to have career

freedom but it is possible to make it
happen. We need good counseling
and mentorship and ideas to plan
according to our interest. Many
parents and guardians are not aware
of the present job market but they
emphasize on traditional subjects
which they think are prestigious
like taking up a few, technical
courses which may be a degree or
diploma. For career freedom of
any child or student their parents
or guardians must be aware of
different options as their pressure
directly impacts on one’s career.
Like parents and guardians, the
roles of teachers are also crucial
when it comes to career freedom
as they can guide the students ac-
cording to their interest and choice.
Apart from parents, guardians or
teachers, the role of career men-
tor is also important but this will
come later as they are not directly
related with students like parents
or teachers.

There are opportunities and op-
tions in various fields with differ-
ent subjects. Let us not think that
only science courses give more
benefits when it compares with
arts or commerce. Nowadays all
the subjects are important and it is

important for aspirants how they
use their qualification and their
skills to get a job or become self
employed. Let us focus on career
planning and plan strategically
with the help of others who can
give ideas for our future. If we
can choose the right subject and
prepare well, it means we shall end
up in the right profession. Let us
celebrate our independence day and
also focus on our career so that we
can proudly say that we have career
freedom too. There would be chal-
lenges but they can be overcome
and let us take up the challenge to
build ourselves and also build our
country. As India is entering 75
years of freedom, let us celebrate
it with joy and also contribute to
making the nation a developed na-
tion instead of a developing nation
as soon as possible. A good career
means we shall be able to con-
tribute to the growth of the nation
hence we can say that we do need
career freedom.

(The author is a career men-
tor, skill trainer and motivational
speaker and can be reached at
8473943734 or bkranjan@gmail.
com)
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When thefabric ofsociety is so rigid
that it cannot change quickly enough,
adjustments are achieved by social unrest

and revolutions.
— John Boyd Orr
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Rule of law suspended
ON August 15 while the nation celebrated In-
dependence Day a cloud of gloom hung over
Meghalaya, particularly its capital city, Shillong.
On August 13, Cherister Thangkhiew, the gener-
al secretary and founder member of Meghalaya’s
longest running insurgency - the Hynniewtrep
National Liberation Council (HNLC) founded
in 1991 was gunned down in the early morning
hours by a police posse. The police team was
well prepared for a showdown except that it
was an unequal face-off. At dead ofnightwhen
a man is asleep he would not have his wits him.
To be rudely awakened past midnight by a po-
lice team can send shock waves down the spine
of even a hardened militant. Thangkhiew it is
alleged tried to fight back with a knife against
armed policemen. They shot at him, ostensibly
in private defence whatever that might mean. At
such close range the bullet would have caused

instant death.

Police claim they have incontrovertible evi-
dence that Thangkhiew was masterminding the
series of blasts in East Jaintia Hills beginning
December 2020, then July 2021 and then at Lai-
tumkhrah on August 10. The HNLC has proudly
claimed to be behind these blasts and used them
as a bargaining point for peace talks as opposed
to their unconditional surrender. The best option
for police would have been to arrest Thangkhiew
for questioning. That would have revealed the
HNLC ‘s modus operandi. Killing Thangkhiew
means silencing him forever. But why?

Thangkhiew’s funeral procession was slated
for Sunday, Independence Day. A day before, a
call had been given by sundry pressure groups
that yojith across the city should converge at
Mawlai for a black flag demonstration. Hun-
dreds of two wheelers hit the road with shouts
of“Long Live HNLC.” This is the firsttime that
aproscribed outfit in Meghalaya was hailed by
civil society - the same civil society that had
rejected them in 2000 after having seen their
crimes ofextortion and killings at close quarters.
What also was ignoble was the snatching away
ofarms from a police outpost at Mawkynroh by
a few hotheads who then took the vehicle around
the city, holding the weapons for public demon-
stration, while the police ran for cover. After the
joyride the masked men set the vehicle ablaze.
The rule of law was temporarily suspended on
that Black Sunday. It is a dangerous portend and
one that does not bode well for the state and its
police force. Police morale must be refurbished
so that they are in a state ofpreparedness. Polic-
ing should be free from political influence. Po-
lice are duty bound to follow the Constitutions
not the dictates of the political class.

Letters to the Editor

What a
tragedy this is!

Editor,

The series of incidents
that have taken place since
the gunning down of former
HNLC General Secretary,
Bah Cheris Thangkhiew on
Friday last indicate a col-
lapse of the law and order
machinery. How could the
police be so unprepared as
to be attacked by a mob and
to leave their post and to run
for safety without putting up
a fight? They even left their
weapons behind and the mob
got a free run ofthat vehicle
and the ammo before the
vehicle was burnt. It’s un-
believable that a police force
that entered the home of a
surrendered militant and shot
him instead of simply over-
powering him and arresting
him for questioning should
find itself running away
from the battlefield. This is
demoralising for the public

who now know they cannot
rely on the police to secure
their lives and property. If
this is not a collapse of law
and order then I wonder what
more to expect!

As a citizen who has
been observing the situation
since the MDA Government
came to power | see that the
corruption in the form of
illegal coal mining and trans-
portation is being allowed
to flourish. Then there are
those coke plants that have
just come up in East Jaintia
Hills and West Khjasi Hills.
It needed a public outcry
for the Government to take
action. Is this Government
working against all environ-
mental norms while its Envi-
ronment Minister keeps talk-
ing about the climate change
crisis? What hypocrisy is
this? AU these hypocritical
acts have givenrise to hordes
of malcontents amongst the
youth who are just waiting
to vent out their angef and
frustration. The death of
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While he was dancing to SOS planet Earth
the drumbeats in Delhi

By HH Mohrmen

It is true challenges and
problems are part of life. It
shows that a person is alive
or the social entity which
includes the government is
still alive and kicking. There
is also a saying that only a
dead person does not make
mistakes. The true test of
the character and strength
of an individual also largely
depends on how the person
faces challenges; particularly
on how one tries to prevail
over the problems.

Some people tend to ig-
nore problems and move
on while others try to avoid
facing them for fear of being
unable to resolve them. Buta
true leader is one who faces
challenges head-on and takes
them by the horn. It is also
true that this MDA govern-
ment is facing a plethora of
problems and of course all
the problems are of its own
making. It looks like this
government has made more
problems than those that it
cares to solve.

OnAugust 12 while Con-
rad Sangma the NPP Presi-
dent was inaugurating the
National People Party’s na-
tional office in Delhi, Jowai
witnessed a large public
protest at lawmusiang. Foul
smell emitted from the gar-
bage heaps collected at dif-
ferent locations around the
town which also permeate
the whole Jowai, compelled
the people particularly the
residents of Dorbar Chnong
lawmusiang to hit the street.

Incidentally lawmusiang
is not only the locality where
the biggest and oldest market
in Jafitia hills is located, but
this place also figures sig-
nificantly in the history of
the Jafitia rebellion led by u
Kiang Nangbah. There is a
locality which is part of the
Dorbar Chnong called “Wah
Nangbah,” which literarily
means below the Nangbah’s
or below the house of the
Nangbah. The point is that
the hut ofthe Nangbah family
to which u Kiang Nangbah
belongs was located on the
top ofthe small valley which
is till today known as ‘Wah
Nangbah. The place where
the ancestors of Nangbah’s
family’s huts were located
then, now falls under the ju-
risdiction of Dorbar Chnong
Tpep-pale.

It is said that U Kiang
was a young man when he
was chosen to lead the rebel-
lion. If he was around thirty
years old when the rebellion
erupted in 1862, then he must
have been bom sometime
in the early part of eighteen
thirties. Till then there were
only two localities in this
area of Jowai namely Lulong
and lawmusiang. “Tpep-pale
was created very recently
by incorporating areas from
Dulong and lawmusiang,
hence the place where the
huts is believed to located
falls under iawmusiang.

The incident which
marked the beginning of
the rebellion was when the
rebels under the leadership
ofU Kiang Nangbah burned
the police station which again
till today, is located in the
lawmusiang area. U Kiang
Nangbah was also hanged
by the British in front ofthe

Bah Cheris has giventhem a
cause to come togetherunder
one umbrella and to shout
anti-government slogans.

In fact, many fiery
speeches were made at the
residence of Bah Cheris
before his funeral, many of
them directed at the police.
As a peace loving person |
hope that this incident does
not flare up into another
law and order situation. We
have enough problems deal-
ing with Covid and its ugly
ramifications. Today there is
a ban on internet and curfew
has been imposed. This is to
contain the situation which
seems to have gone com-
pletely out of control with
all Covid protocols thrown to
the winds. Ifthe internetban
continues the online classes
will be disrupted and that
will be ahuge loss especially
for high school, college and
university students. It seems
like calamity is on us all of
a sudden. The misfortune
for the people of Megha-

office of the Sub Division
Office in Jowai which again
till date is located inthe same
area. It was when the leaders

.of the locality declared that

they, are going to celebrate
the 75th Independence day by
organising Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav at the same spot
where the British raised the
scaffold to hang u Kiang

Nangbah that rumblings be-
gan. The Home Minister
Lahkmen Rymbui who till
the day before was in favour
of the total ban of dumping
of waste in the old landfill
(understandably because it
falls under his constituency)
had to change his mind. The
Minister inthe MDA govern-
ment who until the other day
was behaving more like a
constituency minister had to
meet the seven villages and
compel them to withdraw
their protest.

The Jowai garbage issue
may be over for now and the
credit goes ta*Home Min-
ister Lahkmen Rymbui, the
Deputy Commissioner and
the CEO Jowai Municipal
Board for making the deal.
But the permission to dump
the waste in the old landfill
was only for three months.
Hopefully Rymbui who is

but as usual it was a case of
easier said than done. Sug-
gestions came thick and fast
but without specific solution
to the problem. The garbage
problem in one’s hometown
has compelled this writer to
try find out ways and means
to solve this vexed problem.

Since 21% of household
waste is kitchen waste which

can be converted to compost
oreven animal feed, it is also
therein that the solution to
the problem can be found.
There is an.adage that for
every problem there is a
solution and oftentimes the
solution is in the problem
itself. A project to convert
vegetable waste which is
generated from households
ofthe people to pig feed was
pilot-tested recently. The
outcome of the finding was
very promising. Itisnotonly
that the method is simple and
easy to operate but it is com-
mercially viable too.

This project is also going
to introduce segregation of
waste at source because it
involves segregating all veg-
etable waste from the kitchen
in one bin and other wastes
on the other. The Khasi Pnar
like other tribal people con-
sume pork regularly and in

‘At the dawn o fAugust 13 again while the
ChiefMinister was in Delhi, news o fthe death
o f Cherister Thangkhiew theformer leader of

the HNLC has shocked the whole state. The
police claim that he was killed in selfdefence
andthefhmily ofthe deceasedsaid otherwise.

number three in MDA gov-
ernment along with the con-
cerned officers will put their
heads together and come up
with a permanent solution to
the issue. The question that
begs the answer is whether
three months is enough for
the governmentto make new
arrangements for disposing
the garbage generated by the
residents of the town?

Since the beginning ofthis
crisis people were generous
with their suggestions to
start solid waste manage-
ment to solve the problem

laya is that there is not even
a single statesman at this
juncture that can come out
to lead us without expecting
something in return. We are
tired of politicians and their
popularity contest. I am sure
many agree with me. Politi-
cians are in fact the ones who
have got us into all these
problems in the first place.
Now many want popularity
even from Bah Cheris’death.
All our social institutions
seem to have failed too. We
need fervent prayers to save
us from imminent doom and
destruction.
Yours etc.,
Kyntiew Sing Nongrum,
Via email

We will not
react but will
respond

Editor,
Itis atragedy when those
who are supposed to gov-

huge quantities and the state
is compelled to import pigs
from outside Meghalaya.
Although pig rearing is a
traditional livelihood activ-
ity of the people and also a
profitable activity, it is mostly
a subsistence activity. Very
few have sca)ed it to a com-
mercial scale and the main
reasons' that pig farmers do
not expand their businesses
is because feed is expensive
and hence the business is not
cost effective.

Waste to Wealth is a popu-
lar catchword and this project

em over their people, no
longer see themselves as
shepherds, but rather be-
have more like tyrants and
dictators. The thought that a
single individual with a knife
could have the strength to
overpower a group of well-
armed, well trained and well
equipped policemen, does
not only defy logic, but is a
great insultto the intellectof
any average layperson with
basic common sense. The
big question is not whether
the deceased individual is
guilty of the crimes he was
accused of, but rather that
the judiciary was not even
given a chance to exercise
its duty, if that should have
really been the case. The re-
ally disturbing thing about
this incident is that nobody
seems to be accountable to
anyone. Lawlessness breeds
lawlessness, and it is a sad
thing when it is the ordinary
public who always have to
pay the price to satisfy the
need of some power hungry

will generate income and also
provide employment opportu-
nities to members ofthe com-
munity. The feed produced
will also provide nourishing
food for the farmers’ animals
and at a lower cost which
will make the business cost-
effective.

Getting enough manure
and in time is another chal-
lenge that farmers are facing
and waste fromthe household
and markets in the town can
be converted to manure. The
compost produced will be or-
ganic or chemical free which
will again add more value to
the manure.

Disposal of waste should
not have been a problem in
the state if only our political
leaders had tried to move
out and explore beyond the
comfort of their offices. It
was reported that many trucks
of segregated waste from
Arunachal Pradesh are be-
ing transported to Dalmia
for use as Refused Derived
Fuel in the cement factory.
If Dalmia cement plants at
Narpuh are taking waste from
other neighbouring states,
what prevents the Govern-
ment from sending waste
from other urban areas ofthe
state to the cements plants?
In fact the Ostrich-like gov-
ernment (which cannot see
its own feet) would be doing
the company another favour
if they can supply them the
waste. Enough talking about
waste. Let’s turn to another
incidentinthe statewhichisa
murder most foul and tragic.

At the dawn of August 13
again while the Chief Minis-
ter was in Delhi, news of the
death of Cherister Thangkh-
iew the fonner leader of the
HNLC has shocked the whole
state. The police claim that
he was killed in self defence
andthe family ofthe deceased
said otherwise. Whatever may
have been the circumstances,
killing another human being
cannot be accepted because
every human life is precious
and there is no justification
whatsoever for taking an-
other person’s life. We live
in a world where dignity of
human life is respected ir-
respective of the differences
we have. Therefore violence
by any actor cannot be ac-
cepted and even if one is to
believe the government’s
narrative that some of the
surrenderees are becoming
overground operatives of the
banned organisation, the truth
is in ademocratic country the
person still has the right to a
fair trial.

This is not to question the
intelligence agencies of the
government. They may have
gathered credible information
about the illegal activities of
the person concerned but tak-
ing away huinan life cannot
be accepted. The question is
how Come the government
failed to realise the unas-
sailable truth that violence
only begets violence. The
government is already in deep
trouble and it is now creating
another problem for itself.
So it is like the state is up
in flames while the CM was
dancing to the drumbeats in
New Delhi.

Email: hhmohrmen@
gmail.com

politicians, bureaucrats, law
enforcers or individuals. As
aperson of faith, i would like
to humbly remind all of us,
that God does not need man’s
certificationto prove that He
exists, but because God isthe
only reason why we exist,
all of us will have to give
an account to Him for how
we live our lives, be it kings
or subjects. The temptation
is to immediately react to
what has happened, and
swing to the opposite side
of the pendulum by taking
up arms and using violence,
when we can be wiser than
those in authority by simply
stating, "We won't react, but
We will surely respond".
Yours etc.,
Pyndapbha Waijri
Shillong- 2
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The Shillong Times

By Barnes Mawrie

Watching on TV the
flames and smoke engulfing
the Mediterranean countries
of Italy, Greece, Turkey,
Algeria and Tunisia, some
people say “it’s apocalypse
time.” It is horrifying to see
our planet turning into atin-
derbox and so susceptible to
flames. Who could imagine
that aplace like Siberiawith
its freezing climate could
be affected by bush fires.
Beside the bush fires, other
natural calamities like flash
floods, landslides and vol-
canic eruptions are becom-
ing frequent occurrences.
The terrible floods that took
place in parts of Europe
and the on-going floods in
China, Japan, Indiaand other
countries, have claimed a
lot of lives and destroyed
property worth billions of
dollars. Climate scientists
have predicted that worse
«times are ahead. Everyone
agreestoday that all these are
man-made. These calamities
are signsthat Mother Nature
is taking her revenge on
humanity because we have
mistreated her for too long.

The words of Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Actor and
former Governor of Cali-
fornia are true, who said
“I’ve starred in a lot of sci-
ence fiction movies, let me
tell you something, climate
change is not science fic-
tion. This is a battle in the?
real world, it is impacting us
right now.” Those who deny
global warming and climate
change, are either blind or
arrogant. We witness day
after day the adverse-ef-
fect ofthese two
natural phe-
nomena.

How many

Earth Summits

and how many ecologi-

cal conferences have been
held for the past many de-
cades, yet humanity seems
never to have learnt the
hard lesson. The craze for
economic prosperity has
taken precedence over the
very survival of humanity
itself. For too long mankind
has exploited Mother Nature
beyond limit. Extraction of
fossil fuel has brought about
material well-being formany
countries, but the use of it is
causing a collateral damage
on the planet. The mining
of coal for example, causes
pollution in the atmosphere
andtheuse ofcoal inthermal
plants is responsible for the
massive pollution ofair due
to the C02 emission. As
someone has rightly said
“God has purposely hidden
these minerals deep in the
recess of the Earth because

destructive activities.
Climate change as we ex-
perience today, has become
irreversible and all we can
do is to slow down its im-
pact through our responsible
behaviour. As Leonardo
Di Caprio has rightly said
“climate change is real. It is
happening right now. Itisthe
most urgent threat facing our
entire species and we needto
work collectively together
and stop procrastinating.” It
took a little girl Greta Thun-
berg to awaken the adults to
the reality ofclimate change.
Perhaps because the adults
are drunk with power and
wealth and have become
insensitive to the future of
their posterity. Perhaps be-
cause we have become too
ego-centric, self gratifying
that we do not care for the
well-being of our future
generations. In the words of
the former president of the
US, Barrack Obama “we are
the first generation to feel
the effect of climate change
and the last generation who
can do something about it.”
Humanity is ingenuous, cre-
ative and resilientand when-
ever a crisis arises we have
always found some kind of
solution to it. Positively,
today like never before, the
whole world has come to
acknowledge the reality of
an ecological crisis we are
in. All countries are decisive
in finding solutions to cli-
mate change like the global
agreement to cut down C02
emissionby having recourse
to clean energy like solar and
wind energy. Many coun-
tries are on awar
footing to

produce

electric
vehicles and
to phase out fossil fuel
automobiles. Most devel-
oped countries have already
closed down thermal power
and nuclear energy plants.
These are right steps in the
correct direction to save
our planet. Although the
efforts have come a bit late,
yet as they say “better late
than never.”

The recent IPCC report
on climate change comes
with a great warning for hu-
manity if we do not change
our behaviours. One section
ofthis report says “observed
changes in the atmosphere,
oceans, Cryosphere and bio-
sphere provide unequivocal
evidence ofa world that has
warmed. Over the past sev-
eral decades, key indicators
of the climate system are
increasingly at levels unseen
in centuries to millennia, and
are changing at rates unprec-

“The crazefor economic prosperity has
taken precedence over the very survival of
humanity itself. For too long mankind has

exploited Mother Nature beyond limit.
Extraction offossilfuel has brought about

material well-beingfor many countries,
but the use ofit is causing a collateral
damage on theplanet. ”

they are harmful to living
species.” This is why the
exploitation ofthese natural
resources which appeared at
first to be a great boon, has
ultimately become a bane.
Human beings unlike other
living species are endowed
with extra intelligence but
unfortunately we are using
it to gratify our greed and
ambition. Human greed is
so vicious thathuman beings
are not satisfied with exploit-
ing the Earth, but today they
intend to exploit the Moon
and other planets as well.
Today there is already a race
among powerful nations to
colonize the outer worlds.
It is evident that humans are
not satisfied with destroying
their own habitat butthey are
on arampage to extend their

edented in at least the last
2000 years.” Such a report
should therefore awaken all
of us to this grim reality of
our planet. Ultimately we
realize the futility of the so
called “material prosperity”
or “economic power” when
we witness the very ground
on which we stand (our
planet) crumbling beneath
our feet. The questions we
need to ask ourselves would
be: what for are we exploit-
ing Mother Earth when in
reality we are digging our
own graves? For whom are
we amassing wealth when
our children and grand chil-
dren would inherit from us
a dilapidated Earth unfit to
live in?

Email: barnesmawrie@
gmail.com
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Taliban and talks
AFGHANISTAN has gone the Taliban way
again; but not quite yet. Discussions continued
between the Islamic fundamentalists and repre-
sentatives of the political establishment under
US mediation. A period of chaos and confusion
isunfolding. India has reasons to be wary but, as
its representative at the UN said, there are both
challenges and opportunities as a new govern-
ment takes charge. India is stressing that the new
regime should not allow terrorists from Pakistan
as also the others like the ISI and Al Qaeda to
make their bases out of Afghanistan.

Curiously, the Americans are out, and yet not
out. They are mindful of a Chinese over-reach
there and also attempts to again make the na-
tion atheatre ofterror. As ofnow, other than the
militia, the Taliban has no back-up to resist an
aggression from outside. Its namesake military
that had once been ranked a poor 75-th in the
world interms ofmight, has ceased to exist. The
armed forces have disintegrated and made of
with arms, ammunition and equipment. Under
these circumstances, any government in future
can collapse the way it happened in December
2001. To be sure, Americans have strategically
anchored themselves on the control towers of
Kabul’sairportinthe guise ofevacuations. This
is tantamount to the US holding a gun to the
forehead ofthe Taliban to ensure, among other
things, that the power is transferred to someone
that is acceptable to the Americans as well.

Granted that none ofthose who had conquered
Afghanistan in the past could hold on there,
the fact is also that the US called much of the
shots there For the past 20 years. The famished
nation will not have the resources to raise a
strong military in the near future. This means
that foreign players will remain active. India’s
role in Afghanistan, even as New Delhi took care
of its strategic interests there, was constructive
in nature and the Taliban too appreciated this.
A Taliban regime cannot remain iri isolation
for long. It would require building bridges here
or there. China has already extended, an olive
branch. Pakistan is too keen on encouraging
the Taliban. Indian support depends on how the
new regime functions. The options are many
for the regime. In the interim, the Taliban can
be counted on to play havoc in multiple ways,
mainly in respect of human rights violations

and women’s freedom.

It is here that the UN

agencies would need to keep a close watch and

intervene.

1 Letters to the Editor

Why the rise in
insurgency is
not distant?

Editor,

In the wee hours of Au-
gust 13, while the entire
world was asleep, a 57-year-
old man was shot dead at his
own residence while he and
his family too were asleep.
This man was a surrendered
militant of the HNLC who
in 2018, had surrendered
and was felicitated by the
Meghalaya Police. However,
this has become an issue that
has not gone down well with
the public, including the
different organizations, the
Meghalaya Human Rights
Commission and the tradi-
tional heads.

People from different
walks of life have con-
demned this act and are
demandingjustice for Ches-
terfield Thangkhiew. What’
makes this issue complicated
is the Police stating this as
an ‘encounter’. Just like ev-
erybody out there, it makes
me wonder too that why did
this operation take place in
the darkness of night and
not during broad daylight.
1am sure that if the police

had suspected him ofhaving
a hand in the blast that took
place, they could have got a
warrant, taken him to cus-
tody and interrogated him.
Another surprising thing
is that this man was brought
in to meet the Deputy CM in
aprogramme for surrendered
militants conducted by the
Meghalaya Police Depart-
ment in October 2018 which
could only mean that he was
cooperating with the police
and likely acting as a me-
diator. Then why would they
want to get rid of him?
Before being deployed
and posted to their respective
locations, every personnel,
whether employed by the
Police Department or the
Armed Forces, are made to
undergo a training to deal
with armed criminals that
may prove to be a threat to
them or to people around. In
most situations, they would
go for a hand-to-hand com-
bat. Only in extreme cases
and with no viable option
left do they actually shoot
a person. Under very rare
circumstances would they
shoot someone dead. The ex-
cadre ofthe HNLC was said
to have attacked the police
personnel with aknife. Ifthis
was the case, | am sure they

Afghanistan-like
scenes In Shillong

In the years around 1997
2000 when this writer was a
student in Mawlai a couple
of masked members of the
Hynniewtrep National Lib-
eration Council (HNLC) used
to pose for photographs with
beneficiaries after distribu-
tion of utensils and tools in
different localities in Mawlai.
Those were the initial years
ofthe now longest surviving
insurgency in Meghalaya.
The armed group also spread
its ‘positive’ vibes by donat-
ing ambulances to different
organisations in Khasi-Jain-
tia Hills. Some sections in
the society saw the rebels
as Robin Hoods. One of
the founding leaders who
gave shape to the movement
ideologically, financially and
structurally was Cherister-
field Thangkhiew. This top
insurgentwas killed by police
at his residence'in an alleged
encounter on suspicion of
being involved in the IED
Khliehriat and Laitumkhrah
blasts.

The ‘cold blooded mur-
der’ of the surrendered/re-
tired militant leadertriggered
awave of sympathy, rage and
sharp voices of anger and
condemnation from pres-
sure groups of all hues. His
funeral, probably one of the
biggest in the state in recent
memory, turned Indepen-
dence Day into a black day.
Black flags and banners were
hanged in different locali-
ties particularly in Mawlai,
youngsters rode their vehi-
cles and bikes bearing black
flags to vent their feeling.
Hundreds converged at the
funeral. During the funeral
service, while paying trib-
utes to the deceased, speaker
after speaker condemned the
police, the chief minister
and the home minister while
demanding ajudicial inquiry
and resignation/sacking of
the home minister, Lahkmen
Rymbui.

The ‘pre planned’ op-
eration soon developed into
a law and order situation.
Visuals and footages beganto
emerge ofmiscreants pelting
stones at a police vehicle in
Jaiaw, at a truck on the GS
road. Avery disturbing video
was circulated of unidenti-
fied masked youths taking a
black Scorpio for a joyride
around the city brandishing
weapons before setting it
ablaze in Jaiaw area. Even as
the departed was laid to rest
incidents of vandalism and
arson were seen threatening
the peace and tranquillity in
the state capital. By evening
it became clear that law and
order had collapsed and could
deteriorate further and spread
farther convincing the gov-
ernment to impose curfew in
Shillong agglomeration and
suspend internet service in
four districts. When curfew
had already been clamped
petrol bombs were hurled
at the residence of the Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma at
3rd mile Upper Shillong. It
was shocking to see Shillong
resembling Afghanistan or
the Middle East. By late
evening, news trickled inthat

could have overpowered
him especially since he was
already weak and ill and suf-
fering from a kidney ailment.
But the fact is that the police
shot him.

This then brings me to
the question - who actually
gave the order to shoot the
man. If orders were given
not to shoot the man but to
bring him in for questioning
and only injure him if he at-
tacks, he would not be dead.
People would not be out in
the streets and over social
media crying out for justice
on his behalf. What is sad-
dening is that they also took
his two sons into custody.
On what grounds were the
arrests made? Only because
they were both together
with him? The fact that it
was a mistake from the part
of those who arrested them-
because they thought that
the sons were his bodyguards
(security) just shows the
poor intelligence in the Po-
lice Department. The sons’
statement to the media that
they were manhandled while
in custody is abhorrent. Why
this inhumane treatment?

All this just brings me
to question the role of the
Home Minister, Lahkmen
Rymbui who surprisingly

By Albert Thymiang

the under fire Home Minister,
Lahkmen Rymbui had ten-
dered his resignation due to
the ‘gravity’ of the situation
while proposing a judicial
inquiry. Unfortunately the
Home Minister’s tenure was
marked by coal and coke
illegalities and at least two
mining tragedies.

Among the pubic repre-
sentatives who publicly ques-
tioned the government action
while iterating for a judicial
inquiry were PT Sawkmie,
Mawlai MLA, Himalaya
Shangpliang Mawsynram
legislator (Both INC), Adel-
bertNongrum, North Shillong

lawmaker (KHNAM) and
Paul Lyngdoh, Mawkhar
MDC (UDP). The outspoken
KHNAM leader even termed
thekilling a ‘fake encounter’.
Significantly Paul Lyngdoh
advised his colleague, the
Home Minister to put in his
papers to save himself from
the embarrassment of being
removed by the Chief Min-
ister. His views prevailed in
the emergency meeting of
the party’s top guns that fol-
lowed leaving Rymbui with
no option but to quit. In the
meantime, sensingthe public
mood, the BJP condoled the
death of the once dreaded
militant leader.

The truth ofthe 13th trag-
edy is not known for now.
For the family members and
the general public at large it
was a cold blooded murder.
For the police it was a fir-
ing in ‘private defence’. For
the supporters of the former
militant it was a pre-planned
pre-dawn operation. For the
police it was a tactical move
to prevent another ‘hit’ in
the city. A lot of questions
have flooded social media.
Only a scaring implication is
mentioned here. The police
insist that its personnel shot
at the chronic renal patient
because he attempted to stab
the armed men with a knife.
If the police can't arrest an
incapacitated person armed
with a knife in a room, how
canthey get hold ofhardened
goons with such weapons?
How can they apprehend
criminals, armed with guns
and other lethal weapons?
Does it mean the police have
to shoot and kill them? The
professionalism ofthe police
isunder question. Theirtrain-
ing level is under scrutiny!
The implication is serious as
killing can be justified just
because someone is accused

handed over his resignation
asking to be relieved of his
portfolio. He is a misfit as
Home Minister. The tension
atthe border areas died down
because ofthe meeting ofthe
Meghalaya CM withthe CM
ofAssam and not because of
the intervention ofthe Home
Minister or the Department
concerned. What else do we
have to see now? Who do
we blame ifthere isarise in
insurgency with the recent
incident that occurred on
August 13? | fear that this
will just increase the angst
in the younger generation,
especially young men who
are intheir prime, not know-
ing what the future holds
for them. Who do we blame
then when our youth turn
towards unethical ways that
would put their lives and the
lives of their dear ones in
danger only because they see
such incidents that creates a
different perception of the
police force in their minds?
We need someone capable
to handle such an important
portfolio which oversees the
law-and-order situation in
our State.
Yours etc.,
Jordan Diengdoh
Shillong - 2

of possessing a knife or a
gun. Anyone can be a victim
of police actions. The police
can also make up stories of
being attacked to escape the
process of law. There was
no independent witness that
Cheristerfield was in posses-
sion ofaknife andthe firearm
let alone that he attacked the
police given his frail physical
condition.

Similar incidents have

happened in the past and the.

public still don’t have the
answers. The GNLA ‘Com-
mander-in-Chief’, Sohan
D Shira was gunned down
alone though his associates

also were probably present
with him. Was it not possible
to arrest the feared mili-
tant alive? The gang leader,
Fullmoon Dkhar was also
shot dead though others too
escaped from prison along
with him. As their nexus
with politicians was alleged,
were they eliminated to spare
big wigs? Is the life of ordi-
nary citizens threatened by
the law keepers who turn
law breakers? Criminals too
have the right to life. Killing
criminals in fake encounters
is against human rights. Are
human rights violated on
orders of the higher ups to
seal cans ofworms? Does the
Cheristerfield case have these
elements? Was Cheristerfield
silenced to shut down the
HNLC*s modus operand!? | f
so, at whose behest?
Opinions on intelligence
failure have been echoed in
the wake of the Khliehriat
and Laitumkhrah blasts. One
aspects of intelligence is also
to anticipate the consequenc-
es ifa certain action is taken.
Clearly the police and the
government did not anticipate
the consequences in the event
of ‘Bah Che’ being harmed.
The police had anticipated
thatthe operation could cause
injury for they had carried a
stretcherto the spot. Butthey
did not foresee the aftermath
in the event; of the death
of the ‘interlocutor’. They
did not predict the chaos,
unrest and lawlessness. The
government could not sense
that the already existing des-
peration of the youths due
to the sentimental ILP and
border issues could escalate
at the slightest provocation.
Now the ugly law and order
has to be dealt with. Though
with imposition of curfew
and unjustified internet ban
normalcy may return sooner

Meghalaya
Police lose
the plot

Editor,

"Bangs and smoke were
more often the marks of
ineptitude than expertise."
This is the conclusion J
K Rowling's protagonist
came to and may aptly be
applied to Meghalaya Po-
lice's handling ofthe current
situation. From being caught
sitting on their haunches
with the Khliehriat blast, to
the double embarrassment
of the Laitumkhrah blast,
and subsequently what can
at best be called a botched
attempt to arrest a former
HNLC leader, the MLP has
come offlooking as inept at
best. And I'm being kind!

Intelligence failure is one
thing, but the apparent lack
of any kind of "Institutional
memory" when dealingwith
the aftermath of such situa-
tions, shows a complete lack
of leadership amongst its
senior officers. Even if we
were to accept the official
version of the fateful arrest
of Bah Che, it is a damning
assessment by the Depart-

or later but the bruises could
remain for a long time. The
black flag day could become
an annual event.

The sensational killing
of the long serving HNLC
leader shocked the state. The
unexpected demise might
have hurt the sentiments ofa
lot of people, particularly the
younger generation. We may
blame the police and hold the
government responsible. But
the violence and unrest, the
stone pelting and arsons, the
attacks and assaults on the
patrolling police, the hijack
of vehicles and the wielding
ofseized arms are neverjusti-
fied. The trouble makers are
anti-social elements and such
acts of lawlessness have to be
condemned. They cannot be
condoned.

Late Cheristerfield is
hailed a hero, a martyr and
a legend because he was a
founder General Secretary of
the HNLC. Does it mean that
we approve of the ideology
and activities of the rebel
group?Are we going to throw
away the hard earned peace
and go back to the violent
days of fear psychosis of the
late 90s and early years of
2000? Do we like to see extor-
tions notes being servedto the
public? Do we agree with the
chillingwarningtojournalists
and press persons sometime
back for complying with the
High Court order? Do we
bat for the HNLC? With due
respects the contributions of
the late leader did not match
the massive mourning. He
‘returned’ to the mainstream.
So did others. Some surren-
dered cadres received threats
for coming, over ground.
Late Cheristerfield probably
never faced any threats. Was
it because he continued to
maintain links with his former
friends that were more than
the ‘mediator’s role’? Had
he not formed the HNLC his
deathwould not have evoked
such an enormous response
even if he was Killed by the
police bullets.

As a founder ideologue he
motivated many a youth to
join the Organisation. They
fought against the state and
many died prematurely. What
aboutthem?Who is responsi-
ble for their deaths? Are they
given the same honour? What
aboutthe parents and families
who lost their beloved sons
because they were made to
believe in a “dilution’? What
about the policemen who fell
to the bullets just because
individuals decided to rebel
againstthe state? Whose fault
is it that they had to die in
battle fields? Are thiey not part
ofthe “Jaitbynriew’that they
had to be enemies?

With the Meghalaya Hu-
man Right Commission
(MHRC) taking suo moto
action on the suspicious en-
counter and the government’s
decision to order a judicial
enquiry things will cool down
but the ugly turn of events
could have been avoided had
the law been respected.

albert. thyrniang74@
gmail.com

ment itself that a posse of
policemen weren't able to
disarm a knife wielding
senior person! Add to that
the personnel abandoning
their vehicles along with
automatic assault rifles in
the face of unarmed'mobs
and it's clear that morale is
at rock bottom.

The Home minister may
have resigned, but senior
officers remain, who are
responsible for training,
morale, dealing with sensi-
bilities of the local popula-
tion, etc, all of which are
clearly lacking at present.
With the common man still
recovering from the suffer-
ing caused by Covid restric-
tions, responsibility for this
fresh bout of violence and
its aftermath lies squarely
on the shoulders of senior
police leadership. One can
only hope things do not get
worse from here.

Yours etc.,
V Khongwir
Via email
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The shameful side

By Sandeep Roy

There is no such thing as
race. None. There is just a
human race - scientifically,
anthropologically. This was
stated by Toni Morrison,
American novelist, essayist,
book editor, and college pro-
fessor. Her first novel, The
Bluest Eye, was published
in 1970. The critically ac-
claimed Song of Solomon
brought her national atten-
tion and won the National
Book Critics Circle Award.
Racism and racial relations
in India have historically
been complex. India is eth-
nically diverse, with more
than 2,000 different ethnic
groups. Thereis also signifi-
cantdiversity withinregions,
and almost every province
has its own distinct mixture
ofethnicities, traditions, and
cultures. Throughout the his-
tory ofIndia, ethnic relations
have been both constructive
and destructive. The other
day a girl from Manipurwon
a silver medal in the Tokyo
Olympics and instantly she
became Bharat Ke Beti.
Everyone said “Well done

India,” and “Bharat Mata Ki.

Jai.” The same set of people
before the Olympics stood
together and abused North-
East Indians as Chinese and
virus asked what their rate
was and ordered them to go
back to Nepal.

The unfortunate state
of affairs is that we are
racist from the core of our
hearts. We are the greatest
self-centric racist country
Iri tffe world. We identify
our fellow countrymen as
Bangalee, Asaamee, Noga-
sob, Paiyaan, Sattu, Katwa,
Khaaseeya, Beehari, Baha-
durs, Coolie, Madrasee, Beef
Eaters, Bangladeshi, Gujjus,
Maroos and now Anti-na-
tional, Tukda- Tukda gang,
LutyensWalon, MoosOlman,
Farmers and more. The list
is growing each day and
the end is endless. Rupam
Borah - Founder of VIRUS
Communication says “We
all rush to the blood bank on
emergency. Who survives on
who's blood, hell knows.”
Every coinhas two sides and
my intention is to highlight
both the sides.

In 2007, the North East
Support Centre & Helpline
(NESC&H) was started as
a separate wing of All In-
dia Christian Council. Its
initial goal was to increase
awareness regarding preju-
dice and attacks against
people from North-East
India. Many North-Eastern
Indians face discrimination;
are refused living accommo-
dations when they travel to
urban areas to study and are
subjected to racial slurs in
reference to the appearance
of their eyes. A spokesman
for the NESC&H has stated
that abuse and harassment
of North-Eastemers are in-
creasing.

A study from the North-
East Support Centre & Hel-
pline reported that 86% of
North-East people in 2009-
2010 said they faced racial
discrimination in metro cit-
ies of India, based on such
cultural profiling. In 2012,
in an attempt to prevent
discrimination, the Indian
government asked all of its
states and union territories to
arrest anyone who commits
an act of atrocity against a
North-Eastemer under the
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989.

In 2014, a North-Eastern
student named Nido Taniam
was killed in New Delhi.
On 24 January 2014, two
women from Manipur were
assaulted and thrashed by
locals at Kotla Mubarakpur,
Delhi. They were at first
hurled racial abuses but
when they did not react to
this, one of the accused un-
tied the leash of his pet dog
on one of the women. She

started kicking the dog away
being scared that it would
bite her. Then the attackers
started beating her and when
the other woman intervened,
they dragged her out by the
hair. According to them,
despite being in the lane
crowded with people, no one
came to help them. In Oc-
tober 2014, there were two
separate incidents, one in
which a North-East student
was beaten by three men in
Bangalore for not speak-
ing Kannada, and a second
where a North-East student
was beaten by seven men in
Gurgaon, Haryana.
InAssam, there have been
many attacks on those from
outside the region. In 2007,
thousands of Hindi-speaking
labourers fled from Assam
after a series of massacres
and bomb attacks. In May
2007, nine of them were
killed and another 20 injured
in violent attacks. The next
month, 26 people from other
parts of India.were Killed
in a series of attacks over
a period of six days. The
police blamed the United

Liberation Front of Assam

(ULFA) and the Karbi Lon-
griNational Liberation Front
forthe violence. In response,

the members of Purvot-

tar Hindustani Saimmelan
(PHS) staged a hunger strike
in Dispur to protest against
the "merciless killings of
innocent and defenseless

Hindi-speaking people."”

Overall, 98 non-locals wterb'
killed in Assam during 2007.

In March and April 2008, a
banned Meitei outfit, killed
16 non-locals in Manipur.

PHS alleged that anti-social

groups in Assam were car-
rying out a continuous hate
campaign against the Hindi

speakers in the region. In

May 2009, nine Hindi speak-

erswerekilled in Assam and

Manipur, after the attackers
set around 70 houses on

fire. During 8-10November
2010,21 Hindi, Bengali, and

Nepali speakers were killed

by a faction of the NDFB

in Assam. In Meghalaya,

the non-indigenous people

(who are collectively called

Dkhars) are often targets of
militant groups.

The recent clash between
Assam and Mizoram Secu-
rity Force is taking another
racial turn. Fight of words
on Twitter is going on, while
someone in a Whatsapp
group wrote that it is time
for Assam to show who is
bigger. The actual partici-
pant in such a racial attack
is never a victim but his/
her act will always leave
a scar on society. The po-
litical racial feeling should
also stop. It is time for all
the political parties to join
hands and make the country
strong. Audre Lorde was an
American writer, feminist,
womanist, librarian, and
civil rights activist. She was
a self-described "Black,
lesbian, mother, warrior, and
poet" who dedicated her life
and her work to confronting
and addressing injustices of
racism,, sexism, classism,
capitalism, hetero-sexism,
and homophobia. She said,
“Itis not our differences that
divide us. Itisourinabilityto
recognize, accept, and cele-
brate those differences.” As
you sow, so shall you reap,
still stands strong. So many
countries inside one country
make India, therefore, we
shouldalltry andbring inthe
sense of Indianness forevery
countryman withoutwaiting
for those special moments
like amedal in the Olympics
or a Cricket Match.

I leaveyouherewithyour
fine sense of judgment to
ponder upon. Itis not enough
to be quietly non-racist, now
is the time to be vocally
anti-racist.
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Crisis of governance
SINCE Friday 13 August, Covid 19 has receded
from the front pages of newspapers. What has
made headline news is the deterioration of law
and order in the capital city of Meghalaya after
an ailing and retired militant was shot down
apparently for putting up afight when police en-
tered his home after midnight. After that all hell
broke loose in Mawlai the area where the retired
militant resides. He became a martyr and the
police lost face. The only explanation that po-
lice had was that the retired militant was aiding
and abetting in the IED blasts at Khliehriat and
Laitumkhrah. In that case getting information
is more important than having a person killed.
This case requires an independent enquiry so
that the public get to know the reason behind
the killing ofthe retired militant which is a hu-
man rights violation since the rule of law cannot
be circumvented under any circumstance. The
fall-out ofthe shooting incident is that all Covid
norms were violated as crowds gathered at the
residence ofthe deceased militant and attended
his funeral by the thousands - something that
is disallowed by the district administration to

ordinary citizens.

Crisis of governance is visible in the dete-
rioration of moral standards in the political and
administrative system. It happens when there is
all-pervasive nepotism, corruption, misappro-
priation of state funds, absence oftransparency
and accountability in public administration, lack
of respect for the rule of law and the complete
lack ofethical behaviour in public life. When the
political system has lost public confidence and
when the institutions that constitute the core of
democratic governance structure are imperilled,
we have crisis of governance.

The series of events that occurred on August
15 which included the ignominious snatching
of weapons from inside a police outpost is a
heinous crime under the Arms Act. But now it
looks like the Government iswilling to overlook
that and is instead extending general amnesty to
the arms snatchers. Bad governance is marked
by knee-jerk decisions which put the public at
a great disadvantage. The sudden‘imposition of
curfew on August 15 inthe Shillong agglomera-
tion areas merely because trouble was brewing
in one locality of the city reeks of paranoia in
the administration. That the curfew lasted for
56 hours leaving people stranded and unable to
get their essentials is an infringement on their
rights. But what’s worse is the internet ban
which started on Aug 15 and lasted for 3 whole
days disrupting studies, banking and business
transactions. Why punish the entire city for
transgression oflaw and order in one part ofthe
city? And when the Chief Minister is making
light of the whole incident now then wasn't it
an unnecessary punishment for the public? Who
will answer these questions?

a'lHtn to the Il.ditoi

Are we really a
democracy?

Editor,

The recent chaos in the
city, and the series of unfor-
tunate events taking place
makes one doubt the gov-
ernment, it’s system, it’s
capacities and its ability to
deliverjustice.

To make myselfclear let
me state upfront that | am
againstterrorism ofall kinds.
And | strongly disagree with
those who think that taking
iip arms is the answer. There
are better ways to redress
grievances and make our
voices being heard. Violence
and terrorism will only lead
to misunderstandings, un-
necessary hatred and tension
which will go on in infinite
cycles with no positive out-
comes.

Firstly, 1 condemn the
barbaric acts of the people
who went into the streets
and escalated the situation
instead of acting sensibly
and responsibly and in a
more humane and civilised
manner, | also condemn the
recent IED blast. Fortunately
there were no serious casu-
alties. But, we were all in
shock when the police who
are meant to enforce the law,
went and unlawfully killed
the former HNLC General
Secretary, Cheristerfield
Thangkhiew who was de-
fenceless, in his residence.
We were dumb-struck at the
action of the police force,
Aren’t they trained to coun-

ter a knife attack because
that what they claim it was.
Whether or not Mr Cheris-
terfield was involved in the
IED blast, it is a violation
of human rights to execute
someone without a fair trial.
I remember someone’s state-
mentwhen Ajmal Kasab got
himself a defence lawyer:
“The proudest moment for
me as an Indian was when
Kasab the terrorist of 26/11
attack (he killed 72 people
during the attack), got a
lawyer to defend himself in
court. That’s when we rea-
lised that we are the world’s
biggest democracy.”

Sowhatreally wentwrong
in Meghalaya? The rules are
still the same, the laws are
still the same, the country
is still the same. Simply put
we are either discriminated
against or the people run-
ning the Government are
incapable ofgoverning. One
kept on wondering how in
the world the MLP could be
so surethat Mr Cheristerfield
was involved in the blasts be-
cause police are not capable
even of tracing and finding
a stolen motorcycle of a
friend in Laitumkhrah way
back in 2018, or my family
member’s wallet which was
picked-pocketed in Mot-
phrari since 2015.

Secondly, from what I’ve
observed, the rich and pow-
erful can say whatever they
want. It doesn’t matter who
their words hurt, simply
because they are exercising
the freedom of speech and
expression. But that same

Dream fo

As India enters its 75th
year of independence, it’s a
fitting time to unveil adream
of a ‘better’ India. An India
where harmony prevails over
hate; where those who target
any citizen for their religion,
caste, community, region, are
prosecuted and convicted for
hate speech. Hate cannot be
‘normalised’ in any manner

or the culture of impunjty
promoted under the guise

of tedious what-aboutery of
competing religious identi-
ties. A modem progressive
society must have no place
for exploiting historical scars
from a previous century to
settle scores in the present.
Just throw all those who
engage in hate speech across
communities into the same
jail cell and toss away the
keys.

An India where opaque
governments do not try and
hide Covid deaths, where
data is not falsified to create
a fake perception that “all is
well”.Why should a citizen’s
death certificate not provide
an accurate description of
cause of death? Callous in
life, do we have to be insen-
sitive in death too? If there
is a shortage of oxygen,
admit it rather than try and
hide behind medico-legal
jargon.And when bodies are
found floating down a river,
don’t engage in a perfidious
cover-up by refusing to even
acknowledge the scale of

tiM tw S e accessto
quality healthcare is not de-
termined by social and eco-
nomic status. Where apublic

health system puts the ‘aam
aadmi’ above VVIP privi-

lege to ensure that no one is
denied a hospital bed in an
emergency. Where we build
more hospitals thanplaces of
worship, where doctors and
not self-styled Godmen are
seenastrue icons of devotion
and compassion.

An India where we lessen
divides and not exacerbate
inequalities. Where pov-
erty alleviation is seen as the
gréatest service to humanity.
Where when a lockdown
leads to mas&*«nigration of
daily wage labour, govern-
ments don’t pretend that the
problem is imaginary. Where
the gaping digital divide in
pandemic times_needs to be
addressed effectively. Where
the lack of a smart-phone or
varying levels of techuolosi-
calliteracy must not become
barriers to education.

An Indiawhere the parlia-
ment is the ultimate symbol
of democratic values of de-
bate, dissent and dialogue
and not of unilateralism,
obstructionism and rowdy-
ism. Parliament cannot be an
extension of a domineering
executive where decisions
are bulldozed by brute major-

freedom is taken away when
it comes to the helpless and
the illiterate. The common
persons must be very care-
ful of what they say or what
opinion they voice online or
on any other platform be-
cause a single mistake means
they could be packed-up and
thrown injail.

Thirdly, this is related
to the second point made
above. Isn’t information and
communication our funda-
mental rights? | strongly
disagree with the Internet
blackout because as ridicu-
lous as it may sound, the in-
ternet is the backbone of our
daily communications in this
century. Businesses, bank-
ing, development works,
education, news, entertain-
ment and almost all forms of
activities require digital con-
nectivity; not to mention the
dependency ofthe healthcare
institutions onthe Internetto
battle Covid -19.

To conclude, | have a
few open questions: Who
really is acting like a terror-
ist organisation? Sure we
are a democracy but why
do | feel like we are being
governed by a communist,
where the hierarchy, the
demonstration ofpower, and
the mafia like operations are
very evident. Are we really
free? What has happened to
the so called government of,
by and for the people (when
citizens have to go to the
extent of protest and public
demonstrations to make a
single small demand from
the Government)? Is the
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statute books and dissent is
not criminalized.

An India which respects
its federal pulls and pressures
and where an authoritar-
ian Delhi leadership doesn’t
always know best. Where
states are not divided based
on party affiliations. Where
when the police forces of
two states fire at each other,
the Centre steps in quickly to
reconcile differences! Where
local antagonisms do not spill

over into a violent conflict,
where the nation’s peripher-
ies matter as much as the
heartland.

An India where constitu-
tional authorities retain their
autonomy and integrity by
resisting pressures. WTiere
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An India where those who are ideological
opponents o Jf the government are not instantl)g

labelled anti-national’ where we do not

confuse a majority government with
nationhood and realize that true patriotism

& not a blind acceptance of government

diktat, right or wrong.

Where a colonial law

like sedition is struck offthe statute books
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and dissent is ot criminalized.

instantly labelled ‘anti-na-
tional’; where we do not
confuse a majority govem-
ment with nationhood and
realize that true patriotism
is n°t a blind acceptance of
government diktat, right or
wrong. Where a colonial law
like sedition is struck offthe

Government trustworthy?
Yours etc.,
M. Khyriem
Via email

Power at all
costs

Editor,

That a senior political
leader of the UDP said that
his party will not pull out of
the current coalition govern-
ment shows that the Party
doesn't care a damn about
what public sentiments are
towards this coalition in the
backdrop of a recent alleged
‘fake encounter' in Mawlai
area of Shillong. The re-
gional parties cannot wash
their sins away by claiming
they are not in the know of
things. Neither can they also
point fingers at the current
Home Minister of the State
or on the Chief Minister. If
they have the courage and
political will they can easily
walk out ofthe coalition and
notplay withthe mood ofthe
common public. Elections
are not far away and this
incident will surely will be
brought centre stage by the
regional parties who would
try to portray themselves
as 'innocent' sheep that are
not aware of the acts of
omissions and commissions
of the MDA government.
There is a saying that you
can fool some of the people
all ofthe time, and all ofthe
people some ofthe time but
not all of the people all of
the time..

promised by an over-bearing
executive.

An India where our eco-
nomic policy makers snap
out of denial mode. Where
the true state ofthe economy
isnt determined by a rising
sensex or fanciful V shaped
graphics but by the reality

Yours etc..
Dominic Stadlin Wankhar
Shillong

\Voice of a
young Khasi
mother

Editor,

At the very outset | wish
to express that this letter has
no malicious intent to any
group - government or non-
government. | grew up in
Mawlai and was proudto say
that as residents of Mawlai
we are united for a cause.
We have seen and heard what
has happened in the past
few days and the manner in
which a surrendered HNLC
cadre was killed in what can
be termed as a violation of
human rights. But we can-
not take the law in our own
hands because two wrongs
don’t make a right. Can’t
we be patient to wait for the
judicial probe? Yes, pressure
groups are required to keep
the government on their toes.
Canwe not have non-violent
protests? Is the show ofmas-
culinity and pride required
by driving the stolen Scorpio
to the cheer of bystanders?
Is thug life the way of life?
What message do we want
to transmit to our children?
That might is right? That
abuse of power by the gov-
ernment is the way?

My young children are
innocently asking me “Mei
is war required? Is stone
pelting required? Mei will

ndia @75

of falling incomes and loss
of jobs. Where a shattered
informal sector and distressed
micro and small industries
become the bedrock of pol-
icy initiatives and not fat-cat
crony corporates who have
little to lose.

An Indiawhere protesting
farmers are not ‘enemies’ of
the state but sons of the soil
who deserve ahearing. Where
the angry farmers are not
barricaded behind iron nails
and barbed wires but instead
are encouraged to return to
the path of negotiation and
conciliation.

An India where a woman
isn’t assaulted every 15 min-
utes, where convictions in
such cases are swift and as-
sured. Where the family of
the victim doesn’t have to
wait for years for court deci-
sions, where witnesses are
not intimidated into chang-
ing their testimony, where
a woman’s dignity is not
compromised by typical mi-
sogynistic attitudes.

An Indiawhere local tribal
groups are not denied their
rights to land, forests and
livelihood, where those who
stand up for the rights of the

poor and marginalized are"

not labeled as ‘urban Naxals’.
Where when an octogenarian
priestis arrested, his lifelong
commitment to tribal rights
is not demonized as terrorist
activity with scant evidence”

An India which recogniz-
es climate change as arguably
the biggest challenge of the
next century. Where policy
makers addressthe ecological
crisis caused by reckless de-
forestation in the mountains
and encroachments in fragile
coastal areas. Where air pol-
lution and greenhouse gas
emissions are not seen as elite
pre-occupations but become
part of an ever-widening dia-
logue on global warming and
the right to breathe clean air.

An India that becomes an

Olympic super-power and not
just a cricket obsessed coun-
try. Where it isn’t another 13
years before India wins its
next Olympic gold. Where
even as we celebrate"our
Olympic stars, we remember
that only a country with a
genuine sports culture will
win medals consistently. And
yes, an India where next time
the athletes are felicitated,
their images are larger than
those of political leaders!

- Post-script: The dream is
not just for a better India but
a better mediatoo: one which
puts sense above sensation
and news above noise. And
yes, speaks truth to power
ratherthan bends before it. As
Indiaenters its 75th yearthere
is so much to reflect on.

(The writer is seniorjour-
nalist and author. Mail: ra-
jdeepsardesai522gmail.com)

papabe caughtin a cross-fire
when he goestowork?”As a
young mother | too am con-
fused and need'to reflect and
think ofthe best possible an-
swerto give to these hopeful,
yet scared children. The fear
psychosis | felt as ateenager
wearing a salwar kameez
which | deemed comfortable
going to college, is the fear
I do not want my children to
face | do not want them to
face an identity crisis. They
need to be clearthatthey can
be both Khasi and Indian and
yet be fearless. That one act
by the police triggered the
sleeping giant and the dor-
mant volcano became alive
yet again. The government
had better solve the problem
tactfully and 1 still hope in
the fair judgement of the
law. The guilty should be
punished. We need an ac-
countable government. This
is not an easy juxtaposed
position to take.

People may call me a
coward for writing this anon-
ymous letter, but | do not
want to give them a reason
to vandalise my home for the
security ofmy family.. .But |
want my voice to be heard.

Yours etc,

A concerned mother
Name withheld on request
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Fragility and
stabilization
of terror

By Maitshaphrang Khongwir

The recent IED blast that
occurred on August 10, af-
ternoon in Laitumkhrah yet
again makes us questionthe
inefficiency ofthe Home De-
partment and the Minister,
Lakhmen Rymbui who had
apparently stepped down out
ofguiltand shame or maybe
because itwas the rightthing
to do. Few hours after the
incident, it seems the general
secretary of the proscribed
Hynniewtrep National Lib-
eration Council (HNLC)
comes up with a statement
taking credit for the blast
while also threatening that
this was only atrailer.

A similar IED blast took
place in July this year at the
Khliehriat Police Reserve,
whichis a clear signthat the

outfit must be regrouping
and planning more such at-
tacks in the near future. The
HNLC also came out with
a warning that the media
should act as free and inde-
pendent bodies and publish
theirreleases and statements
which they send to them
from time to time failing,
which they, shall also suf-
fer the* consequences. This
threat to the media though
is uncalled for and unwar-
ranted because they play
an important role in help-
ing information reach the
masses, keeping us informed
of issues that we may not
be aware of just by sitting
at home.

Ironically, it seems that
the Intelligence sources had
passed on information, alert-

very beginning, when the
Khliehriat IED blast took
place. The wake-up call
should have been heeded to
then and not now. Analyses
and preparations should
have been an agenda for the
Department and the Home
Minister so they can nip the
issue in the bud and prevent
further danger to innocent
human lives.

Itis also interesting to see
that as always, the UDP as a
Party had deemed it conve-
nient to stay quiet until they
convened the urgent meeting
on August 15, during which
a decision was made that
Lahkmen Rymbui should
step down as the Home
Minister, a decision he had
stated was needed for a fair

enquiry. As aParty that aims
towork forthe aspirations of
the people of the region, it
should have been top prior-
ity for them to convene an
urgent meeting on the day
the when the 1IED blast oc-
curred or the following day.
Perhaps itwould have saved
the situation from escalating
and our youth from going
;awjyand acting like

of hooligans. It would not
have warranted a curfew
and internet ban that is af-
fecting everyone especially
those belonging to the not so
well-to-do families includ-
ing students. As always, this
Party likes to keep quietand
turnablind eye wheneveran
issue isrelated to a legislator
of their own, but are quick
to fire guns when there is

“The HNLC also came out with a warning
that the media should act asfree and
independent bodies andpublish their releases
and statements which they send to themfrom
time to timefailing, which they shall also
suffer the consequences. This threat to the
media though is uncalledfor and unwarranted
because theyplay an important role in helping
information reach the masses, keeping us
informed o fissues that we may not be aware
ofjust by sitting at home.

ing the Government and the
Department about a pos-
sible HNLC attack in the
city. According to sources
that got in touch with The
Shillong Times, it looks like
the Home Department did
not take any pre-emptive
measure, even though they
had been warned about the
same. If this startling rev-
elation is true, then it is
ignominious that the De-
partment did not act on it
and that innocents are being
targeted. The recent blast,
although not a big one, left
two innocent people injured.
What would happen then if
what the outfit stated is true?
With the recent incident, it
seems the much-anticipated
peace talks between the
Government and the HNLC
may be derailed. If this is
the situation then the future
looks bleak and there is fear
that more innocent lives are
going to be atrisk.

The Home Minister had
also accepted that there was
a lapse, as they did not an-
ticipate an attack in the city.
This statement from the
Minister is banal as this was
something that should have
been a priority from the

another minister from an-
other party who commits
an error. If this Party really
cares for the people and the
State, it is due time now for
them to evaluate their own
and criticizethemtoo ifthey
commit errors, or else it’ll
only be fair to term them as
the ignorant ones who cover
up for the mistakes of their
own but are quick to judge
the faults of others.

In addition, the Govern-
ment and the Home Depart-
ment needs to analyze these
situations and take all infor-
mation fromthe intelligence
sources seriously, analyse
that and be prepared to deal
with situation, otherwise
terror will strike again and
this time it just may not be
a minor blast. If the Home
Department wishes to and
sets their mind on it, | am
positive that they shall be
able to prevent such untow-
ard incidents from taking
place. It is high time now
for the Department and the
Governmentto be serious in
protecting the citizens, or |
fear, the return of insurgency
in Meghalaya is not far off.

Email: maitshaphrang.
khongwir@yahoo.com
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Judges for Apex Court

A nearly two-year-long deadlock has ended

over the appointment of a set of new judges to
the Supreme Court. Word going around is that
India could expect to have three new women
judges at the apex court and the first woman
Chief Justice there a while later from among
this list. These are welcome developments and
the last word on the appointments is expected

from the Centre soon.

When ChiefJustice Sharad Arvind Bobde re-
tired recently —from where the present CJINV
Ramana took off —he had visualized a scene of
the nation having a woman as Chief Justice in

the near future. One ofthree new womenjudges
stands a chance to be the CJI, though for a short
term in view ofthe age constraint. While there is
wide mediablitz aboutthis, a questionthat could
arise is, why had no woman ever become CJI
in the past 70 years of Independent India; and
this, even as women have been accorded equal
rights and a few women had become judges at

various levels. Ofsignificance is Pakistanwhere
the judiciary is perceivably more independent

which is set to have its first woman judge next
month and awoman CJI could be areality there

too in later years.

The judicial system in India famously has its
flaws. The vacancies in the judiciary are many

and crores ofundecided cases have clogged the
justice dispensation system. A national judicial
services.commission to draw in the best brains
to the judicial system remains a far cry even
though the second UPA government hiad taken
a decision, which wassadly‘hotfollowed up
by the two terms ofthe Modi government. The
nearly two years’delay in processing the names
for the Supreme Court vacancies was caused by
a stand taken by Justice R Nariman as a member
ofthe Collegium since 2019 that a consensus is
not possible as long as two senior-most judges
—one each from Karnataka and Tripura - were
not named first in the list. The issue apparently
had political overtones. It is good that the issue
was overcome. It is hoped that there will be no
further delay in making the final decisions, so
that the judiciary’s work could be carried for-
ward in a smoother manner. It is also important
that, considering the heavy backlog of cases at
various levels, the rest of the judge vacancies
too are filled without further delay.

Learn from
history to
avoid mistakes

Editor,

The editorial “Crisis of
governance” and the special
article “Fragility and stabili-
zation ofterror” (ST August
2021) are timely and ap-
propriate. Both the editorial
as well as the special article
by Maitshaphrang Khongwir
have dealt with the current
crisis in parts of Shillong Ur-
ban Agglomeration in totali-
ty and have factually brought
out the facts and both are a
rational assessment of the
situation and failure of gov-
ernance of the Meghalaya
Democratic Alliance led by
the National Peoples’ Party
under the leadership ofCon-
rad K Sangma. It is a shame
for the MDA government
not to be able to control law
and order only in 11 percent
of the Shillong Urban Ag-
glomeration area where only
11 % ofthe population ofthe
city resides. As aresult it has
caused unnecessary incon-
venience to the rest of 89%
ofthe population ofthe city.
The government lost control
because it was busy pursu-

ing other matters. As the
editorial aptly put it “Crisis
of governance is visible in
the deterioration of moral
standards in the political
and administrative system.
It happens when there is
all-pervasive nepotism, cor-
ruption, misappropriation of
state funds, absence oftrans-
parency and accountability
inpublic administration, lack
ofrespect for the rule of law
and the complete lack ofeth-
ical behavior in public life.
When the political system
has lost public confidence
and when the institutions that
constitute the core of demo-
cratic governance structure
are imperiled, we have crisis
of governance.”

Last time | had men-
tioned that due to insensible
lockdowns, business op-
portunities lost were to the
tune of Rs 11,000 crore.
This time for five days from
August 13, the loss of busi-
ness opportunities in the two
commercial hubs ofthe city,
namely lewduh and Khyndai
Lad works outto Rs 45 crore
due to the illogical curfew
while data for other areas
of Shillong Urban Agglom-
eration are not available.
Who will pay for this loss?

Glorifying crime

Mark Twain

August 15,2021 is a land-
mark in the history of Me-
ghalaya. It was a day when
the keepers of law decided to
retreat to a comer and allow
the youth who were fired by
rage, frustration, belligerence
all the transferred variety
that shoots up rapidly like
uncontrolled blood pressure
to vent their rage. One can
imagine the situation. It has
all die makings of an urban
legend. The more one listens
to narratives dished out by
excited raconteurs who have
come out oftheirhomes after
a lockdown hiatus and have
just felt the winds of free-
dom blow across, the more
adrenalin courses through
our blood.

Indeedthe fateful incident
of Friday the 13th will be
locked in our memory banks
for a long time. Millions of
people across the globe suffer
from paraskavedekatriapho-
bia, or a fear ofthe unluckiest
day on the calendar, Friday
the 13th. But no one really
knows the origin ofthat fear.
So let’s leave it at that! It
was the events that played
out on Independence Day,
(Sunday) which portend dark
days ahead for Meghalaya.
Sunday was when the slain
HNLC leader, Cheristerfield
Thangkhiew was to be bur-
ied. It is ironic that a person
who questioned India’s claim

over the Khasi-Jaintia land .

and who had for decades
sent outwarnings that people
should not observe the two
national holidays of January
26 (Republic Day) and Au-
gust 15 (Independence Day)
should be buried on that very
day. Talk about karma!

TheHynniewtrep National
Liberation Council (HNLC)
has, for decades beginning
1990°s to about 2004 consid-
ered itselfthe sole custodian
of resentment against the
Indian state which it consid-
ers an alien coloniser. This is
aprivilege they believe frees
them fromacGountabilityand
givesthemjustificationto ex-
tort money from the business
community of Meghalaya.
For nearly three decades
Cheristerfield Thangkhiew
was the master strategist
of the Organisation and its
founder General Secretary.
Those who have come over
ground confide that it was
Cheristerfield took all the
important decisions on behalf
of the Organisation and we
know what those decisions
were. The HNLC was re-
sponsible for the elimination
of several business persons;
of bank robberies and kid-
nappings. Those were meant
to send a chill down the spine
ofothers so that they comply
to extortion demands.

When Cheristerfield sur-
rendered in 2018, not a sin-
gle criminal case was filed
against him and his other
colleagues. This must be one
ofthe most fatal decisions of
Government of India’s sur-
render policy then. And that

Certainly not the Govern-
ment of Meghalaya but the
taxpayers!

The Government has
failed to leam from history
about insurgency in the last
two decades. According to
South Asia Terrorism Portal
(SATP), of the 610 terror
attacks in Meghalaya in the
last 2 decades (2000 to 2021)
the fatalities were 30% civil-
ians, 12 % security forces,
55% terrorist/insurgents/
extremists and 3% were non-
specified fatalities. The num-
ber of killings is 79.35 % in
Garo Hills, 16% in Khasi
Hills, 5% in Jaintia Hills and
2% in Ri Bhoi. Out of 610
fatalities 79% were in Garo
Hills, 14% in Khasi Hills,
5% in Jaintia Hills and only
1% in Ri Bhoi. From 2018 to
2021(13th August) out of 9
fatalities 33% were civilians,
22% security forces and 45%
were terrorists/insurgents/
extremists. Ofthese fatalities
78% were in Garo Hills and
22% were in Khasi Hills. It
istime the MDA government
learns what history tells us
and takes appropriate action
to secure its citizens

Yours etc.,
V K Lyngdoh,
Via email

By Patricia Mukhim

two surrendered militants
would successfully contest
elections is also a reflection
of the exaggerated sanctity
of elections in India. Actu-
ally election subordinates
democracy to the tyranny
of representation. There is
nothing sanctimonious or
democratic about hardened
militants joining politics -
many of them without even
going through the process
of re-socialisation and re-
adoption into civil society
(because militants violate the
laws and live by their own
laws). It is no accident that
insurgent organisations are
outlawed. It is intuitive that

the HNLC Chairman, Julius
Dorphang even after his sur-
render and his election as an
MLA, believed he could live
by his own rules and rape a
minor girl, for which he is
facing imprisonment today!
While the police action
of killing Cheristerfield is
condemnable in the harshest
terms, we cannot choose to
forgetthatinhis owntime he
causedthe death of many in-
nocent people. But of course
the public mood is not easily
tamed, especially for ahighly
charged, emotionally volatile
crowd. Whatbecame a Black
day for Meghalayaisthat the
Police oh account of their
own actions had to retreat’
into their barracks on August
15. A senior police officer
said the bike rally in Mawlai

idarity group trespassed into
the Police Outpost at Mawlai,
Mawkynroh, vandalised the
gate, made off with a Scor-
pio vehicle and with INSAS
assault rifles and then drove
away boldly without police
putting up any resistance.
After their joyride, with one
masked person in the front
seat brandishing the weapon
in an act of mockery against
the state - the hotheads set
the Scorpio ablaze. That was
actually an act of terror and
the perpetrators should have
been booked under relevant
sections of law including the
Unlawful Activities Preven-
tion Act (UAPA).

Unfortunately while those
cops who fled the scene have
been booked, the perpetrators
are still at large. The tragedy
here is that these were not
ordinary constables. They are
a special force - the SF -10,
who as we are well aware
are tested to the maximum
for their endurance. They
are trained in various mind
games to help them deal with
militants. They are a strike
force - commandos - but
that they should abandon
their weapons and run for
cover shows a complete loss
of morale, perhaps brought
on by lethargy inherent in
the systehi.'These seaies of
actions in fact represent the
nadir of Meghalaya’s gover-
nance. After this we can only
sink lower.

“The HNLC was responsiblefor
the elimination o fSeveral business persons;
ofbank robberies and kidnappings.
Those were meant to send a chill down
the spine ofothers so that they comply to
extortion demands.

and the funeral procession
thatviolated all Covid norms
and for which anyone else
could have been booked un-
derthe Disaster Management
Act, was allowed free rein,
ostensibly for the youth to
vent their anger. This seems
to be the new model ofpolic-
ing in Meghalaya.
Butwhattook the cake that
day was when some masked
menwho were part ofthe sol-

Palm oil
plantations at
what cost?

Editor,

| write in response to the
approval and implementa-
tion ofthe National Mission
on Edible Oils. This mission
plans to introduce, promote
and assist in the cultivation
and production of Palm Oil
inthe states ofthe North East
and the Andaman and Nico-
bar islands. Palm oil is an
extremely valuable product.
It is used in almost every-
thing that we use in today's
modem world. However, the
cost of its production, both
monetary and environmen-
tally, does not justify the
means to this end.

It is a hugely destructive
plant. The best example of
destruction and chaos ofthis
plantation is Indonesiawhich
produces almost 80% of the
world's palm oil. There the
forests and bio-diversity has
been completely destroyed
to make way for these plan-
tations. The home of the
Orang-utans, the closest

What is puzzling is the ac-
tion ofthe State Government
following this incident. A
naiVe ChiefMinister, Conrad
Sangma “appealed” to those
who stole the rifles to quietly
hand them over to the Dorbar
Shnong and their names
would not be revealed, nor
would any action be taken
against them. Perhaps the
CM forgets he has to follow
the Indian Constitution at all

relatives of us humans have
been destroyed and they are
now living in crowded reser-
vations and animal shelters.
Palm oil cultivations are also
hugely water dependent.
The natives of the islands
are also suffering with con-
stant droughts, forest fires,
man and animal conflict,
decreased income levels and
lower standards of living.

Do we want this to be the
fate of our people? While
huge corporations like Pa-
tanjali make profits by ex-
ploiting our native land,
we the people will be left
with nothing. While they
drain the resources ofnative
lands, we are left to suffer
the consequences ofdrought
and water shortage. It must
be mentioned that people of
Meghalaya still lack potable
water in their households and
our rivers are being polluted
at a terrible rate including
the picturesque Umngot
river which would also be
"dammed".

Not to be unduly suspi-
cious but why has the Union
Government (led by the
"supreme leader") awarded
the Patanjali Group (led by

extracts a cost

times because he has swom
by it, and that Constitution
clearly says that entering
a police outpost with the
intention to vandalise and
steal weapons and a vehicle
violates several legal provi-
sions that cannot be easily
condoned. One is unsure if
the entire cabinet is privy to
this act ofpolitical naivety. It,
in fact, resembles schoolyard
bravado.

It is a fine thing for Conrad
Sangma to reach the summit
of his aspirations - to be
Chief Minister at a young
age. But governance isn’t
easy and leadership is much
more than running the day
to day business of govern-
ment. Leadership is to rise to
the occasion during a crisis.
That’s when leadership is
tested and the CM has failed
this litmus test miserably.
The Taliban-like image of
August 15 has spread like the
pandemic across the country
and the globe and everyone
wonders what the government
was doing to allow this, not
on any day but on Indepen-
dence Day! Sometimes one
wonders who the CM’s clos-
est advisers are. They don't
seem to comprehend that he
is not running atribal council
but a government in a state of
the country which is also the
world’s largest democracy.
Mr CM, that Scorpio episode
is no innocent prank; it’s part
of a carefully thought-out
strategy and you have been
outwitted.

What is a grave tragedy is
the quiet acquiescence ofthe
regional party MLAs who
seemto have become victims
of their own success even
when their narrative has run
its course.

As citizens we are made
to feel that Meghalaya is now
a private limited company,
governed by the rules ofpure
business and where profits are
all that matter. This private
company with only 40 share-
holders (not sure if Adelbert
Nongrum is a shareholder)
is running the show and run-
ning it with the ineptitude of
abad CEO. Officers working
for the company get theii
salaries and perks anyway.
The company has to develop
roads and create infrastruc-
ture to promote its business. It
also has to allow some ofthe
crumbs to find their way to
healthcare and education for
the workers and their families
who are needed to sustain the
company.

But let these 40 people
now inthe governmentturned
private company remember
that defeat is the distance
between a bed time story and
a wake-up call. The former
starts with, “Once upon a
time;” and lulls the voter
to sleep. The second is an
energiser that announces a
new dawn! Don’t live with
the illusion that you will sit
on those comfortable chairs
in 2023.

Baba Ramdev) such a valu-
able contract? Why is this
mission being implemented
only in the North East and
the Andaman and Nicobar
islands where a majority of
the population is indigenous
and aboriginal? And why is
this being announced when
the region is under violent
clashes and still reeling from
the COVID-19 pandemic? Is
anyone going to oppose this?
Are we going to offer up the
region to these destructive
forces?

The Chief Minister of
Meghalaya seems to be quite
ecstatic with this proposal.
Only time will tell if the
State and the region will
choose greed, destruction
and death or sustainable de-
velopment and the protection
of indigenous wildlife and
human life.

Yours etc.,
W. Sohtun,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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The little child
and the Church

By Joshua Rynjah

In recent days there have
been many shocking events
in the state which have cre-
ated fear and chaos both in
the lives and in minds ofthe
people ofthe state. However,
there is another shocking
incident which has gone un-
noticed or even if it was no-
ticed ithas gone ignored and
ithas not been given enough
attention. This incident re-
ceived widespread attention
in Garo Hills, where it took
place, but it seems that the
people of other districts of
the state or even of the state
capital are not aware of it or
have not given it too much
thought. This incident is
the sexual abuse of a minor
girl by a Catholic priest,
Fr James Paranathu. The
incident took place on July
24, 2021 and the Priest fled
after committing the crime
but was arrested on August
11, 2021.

This incident is important
in many aspects. First and
foremost, it is a heinous
crime against an innocent
child, and the perpetrator
must be punished as per law;
it is the. betrayal and abuse
of trust placed by the child
and family on the priest.
The other aspect of this
case is that it is connected
tothe large-scale child abuse
committed by priests that
has plagued the Catholic
Church all over the world.
In most cases the perpetra-

tors are simply transferred to
another country; they escape
arrest, trials, and punishment
but they continue abusing
children and others. In most
cases the crime is also hid-
den and never made public
even when the victims and
the children have testified
to being abused. This has
been observed in Kerala and
other states in the country. It
is to be seen if this case in
our state reaches its logical
conclusion as per law or if
it will be swept under the
carpet and hidden from the
public.

The other point | would
like to raise is that there
has not been any public
condemnationof this crime
or even public appraisal of
this case by the relevant
government authorities, i.e
the State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(SCPCR). The only govern-
ment coverage | could find
online Was the press report
of this crime given by the
East Garo Hills SP and the
demand for an Action Taken
Report given the National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR)
to the SP of the concerned
district. (Once again this is
only an online mention of
this request by the NCPCR
so | cannot verify it from
the State Government or the
SCPCR).

A disturbing fact that
I came across is that the
accused Priest, Fr James
Paranathu, is a member of
the Juvenile Justice Board
of Meghalaya, and he rep-
resents South Garo Hills
and by default he is also a
member of the State Child-
line Advisory Board of Me-
ghalaya. | wonder if his
membership in such govern-
ment appointed committees
has any connection to the
lack of state government
appraisal on the criminal
case and lack of coverage
of this disturbing crime:
Furthermore, there are other
members ofthe same church
who are also part ofthe vari-
ous government committees
that he is part of and once

again | do not know if this
has anything to do with the
lack of government or pub-
lic coverage of this crime.
(These facts are available
online fromthe state govern-
ment websites).

Many organisations, reli-
gious and secular, and mgny
religious members of differ-
ent faiths from Meghalaya
had publicly condemned the
death of Father Stan Swamy
while in custody. But there
seems to be a lack of public
condemnation in Meghalaya
of this crime of child abuse
and a lack of public support
for the child and the family.
I think the public deserve, to
know the stance ofthe Cath-
olic Church with regardsto
this case of child abuse by
a member, of its faith. The
Congregation of Christian
Brothers in India (CCBI)
made its stance clear in the
sexual abuse accusations
levied against its membersin
2018 in Meghalaya. At that
time the CCIB had instituted
an internal inquiry into the
accusations, butthe findings
are yet to be made public; I
have read many enlighten-
ing articles, published in
The Shillong Times, writtSn
by religious members 'Of
the church in which they
highlighted important issues
ranging from education to
culture to politics and mili-
tancy. | hope that they will
also enlighten the public on

this heinous crime that has
taken place.

The final point that |
would like to make is that
this case is'also related to
the current affairs of mili-
tancy that is taking place
in Meghalaya. At present
we have one surrendered
HNLC leader who has been
booked under POCSO and is
awaiting sentencing. | hope
that the judicial system in
its wisdom will serve jus-
tice to the minor who suf-
fered at his hands and also
spare future generations of
minors from the same fafe.
It is to be noted that this
HNLC surrendered leader
has not faced any other legal
charges of murder, extor-
tion, kidnapping, terrorism
etc which were related to
his activities in the banned
terrorist organization. This
absence of legal persecu-
tion of crimes‘is part of the
‘Militants Surrender Pack-
age’. This surrendered leader
of HNLC is being tried in
court solely under POCSO
i.e as a child rapist and the
SCPCRfiled two FIRs under
POCSO with regards to his
crime as a child rapist, (this
information is also available
in the public domain.)

It is not yet known pub-
licly if Fr James Paranathu
will be tried under POCSO.
I have yet to come across
any public government no-
tification from the SCPCR
or State Social Welfare De-
partment on the same. This
is my humble observation.
But I also want to strongly
put forth one point that in
both cases ofthe paedophile
priest and the paedophile
militant, the innocence of
children has been abused,
the suffering of children is
before us, the future life of
children is at stake. If we
fail them now then we betray
them; we betray justice;
we betray ourselves; our
beliefs, our conscience and
our future generation will
be watching and observing
how leaders and elders ofour
society decide on the fate of
the innocent.
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Underworld back in circulation
THE ugly era of organized crimes has returned
to haunt Meghalaya after several decades and
this has admission has come from none other
than the Chief Minister ofthe State. This is not
to say that extortion has been wiped out of the
Meghalaya and that only underground outfits are
involved in this. Several overground organisa-
tions also thrive on extortion and those at the
receiving end are business people of all shades.
Chief Minister Conrad Sangma has for the first
time confessed that even his cabinet colleagues
and other politicians too have been receiving
demand notes. This marks the return ofan ugly
phase in Meghalaya’s tryst with militancy. The
series of IED blasts have been triggered to drive
fear into the hearts of prospective victims of
extortion. Fear is what makes people pay. In
the past those who resisted paying the militant
outfits paid with their lives. Those doing busi-
ness in Meghalaya have learnt to pay up and
recover the money from goods and services by
charging a higher rate for them.

Politicians in the government will not have
sleepless nights since they are already making
money out of eVery development project and
the extortionists know this. It is when extor-
tion begins to hit the hoi-polloi that a counter-
revolution againstthis reign ofterror will begin.
In Nagaland budding entrepreneurs and small
businesses face similar pressure from under-
ground outfits whose pre-occupation is to make
easy money from people who sweat and strive
i0 earn an honest living. Extortion thrives when
corruption in governance prevails. To eliminate
extortion and other criminal tendencies good
governance is imperative. And good governance
requires citizens’ participation. Prof Michael
Johnston of Colgate University, USA defines
good governance as "legitimate, accountable,
and effective ways ofobtaining and using public
power and resources inthe pursuit ofwidely ac-
cepted social goals™. This definition links good
governance with the rule of law, transparency
and accountability, and envisages partnerships
between state and society, and among citizens.
Good government s also associated withjustice

and impartiality.

Good governance requires an integrated,
long-term strategy built upon cooperation
between government and citizens. It involves
publie participation and rofoust institutions. The
Rule of Law, Accountability, andTramspjffeiicy
are technical and legal issues but are integral
to producing a government that is legitimate,
effective, and widely supported by citizens, as
well as a civil society that is strong, open, and
capable ofplaying a positive role in politics and
government. The problem in Meghalaya today
is that citizens have “othered’ the government
and vice-versa. There is no longer a working
relationship between the public, civil society
and government owing to a trust deficit. And
that trust has eroded because government lacks

transparency.

Officers don’t
forgetyou are
publicservants!

Editor,

The events that oc-
curred on August 17 at lew
Mawkyrwat have brought
to the fore an issue that has
long been festering. That of
how those who have climbed
the social ladder tend to
lose compassion or empathy
towards others that haven't.
In this regard, the anger
exhibited by the people of
Mawkyrwat against their
Block Development Officer
was clearly warranted. | say
this not as some mere specta-
torwith little knowledge, but
with clear empirical proofof
the same. Studies conducted
by the Department of Psy-
chology at the University of
California by Paul Piff and
Dacher Keltner among oth-
ers, have clearly shown that
those with a higher status by
virtue of the jobs they hold,
or the wealth that they pos-
sess have a clear disregard
for those that are less fortu-
nate. This is a universal issue
anywhere else in the world
just as well.

It is pertinent to note that
his actions equate to taking
away the food that a strug-
gling individual is trying to
put on the table considering
the present circumstances
and hardship we are all in,
the outcome of which, is
quite obvious to anyone.

Further, it is important to
note thatthis isnotan isolat-
ed incident but one of many
over the years to the point
that such officers have devel-
oped a reputation of which
there is a collective dislike
towards them. Most ofthese
officers are surely picked
up and dropped off home.

Their tea is brought to them
while they sit comfortably in
their nice offices with a “Yes
Sir” and a “Yes Ma’am” at
every turn. Clearly they do
not understand, or rather, no
longer do so, as to what it
means to have to sit on the
floor or on a “Lyngknot,”
while barely making ends
meet for their families. Their
salaries are depositedto their
bank accounts at the end of
every month, and even an
unprecedented catastrophe
like Covid does not affect
them the same way it does
for those that are less fortu-
nate in terms ofemployment
and wealth. With regards to
what that officer did to those
people in Mawkyrwat, it was
a clear misuse ofthe respect
and privilege that his post
commands, and must be met
with commensurate action.
The posts that these of-
ficers hold come with im-
mense privilege and power,
while also commanding
great respect to their names.
To them | would like to say,
carry yourselves accord-
ingly, but remember to treat
those that are less fortunate
than you with respect. For,
the moment you lose that
respect, you gain a certain
disdain that will surely and
gradually take an ugly turn.
Your status, wealth, and
privilege has given you a
new perspective to life as
you know it, but in no way
does that mean that you treat
those unlike yourselves with
disrespect. A little empathy
goes a long way.
Yours etc.,
Peter W Shylla
Shillong - 22

Dysfunctional

intelligence?

Editor,
When the Meghalaya

The Indian constitution
guarantees stability and or-
der, so that deeper societal
conflicts are prioritized for
resolution without the use
of unnecessary violence or
extreme measures. However,
people are developing in-
stincts and counter-tradition
to resist it.

Any democratic society
would have been outraged by
the unjustified extra-judicial
killing of Bah Chesterfield
Thangkhiew. Vandalism,
on the other hand, is not
tolerated. However, how
does the government handle
the situation? The deluded
government, paranoid, cyni-
cally activated the inter-
net kill switch mechanism.
Hence, the following ques-
tion looms: Was the recent
72-hour shutdown of mobile
internetjustified?

Tounderstand the context,
consider this outrageously
simplified analogy. Imagine
one puts a reagent in a test
tube. A reagent here refers
to the slaughtering of Bah
Thangkhiew. Next, imag-
ine the hazy mixture that is
developed. It is the natural
reaction of a democratic
society. Then imagine the
hazy mixture clears and the
precipitate one was looking
for settles down. It is when
the truth emerges, guilty are
punished and peace is settled.
One skims it off. This is a
natural orderly flow. The at-
temptto quell the protest with
highly'intrusive censorship
while making no progress
towards peace is analogousto
pouring water into a test tube
while ignoring critical steps.
It could either explode or the
precipitate will not appear in
its ideal form. In our case, it
didn’t explode. The precipi-
tate will eventually settle but
itwon't be as good. Verily |
believe the internet blackout
is unjustified for the follow-
ing reasons.

First, it is ‘speculative’
to believe that the internet
blackout aids in the restora-
tion of peace and order. In
a small city like Shillong,
motivated young people
could have mobilized and
coordinated violent protests
even without the use of so-
cial media. There had been
many examples of protests
mobilized by ‘hashtag activ-
ism' and social media, such
as the famous Black Lives
Matter movement lastyearin
the US against police atroc-
ity and racism, kids fighting
climate change all over the
world, and Kashmir protest
in 2019 over the loss of
special status, among many

Chief Minister agreed after
days of pressure to bring a
judicial inquiry into the Au-
gust 13 raid, one would still
be baffled with the sequence
of events which transpired
with the Congress leadership
in New Delhi, terming the
events as dangerous. It all
began with the low intensity
explosion at Laitumkhrah,
which showed that intel-
ligence failed. The resultant
effect is on the deteriorating
economy ofthe state, dimin-
ishing our credibility and
increasing our vulnerability
to future attacks.

If it was a capture mis-
sion to find out more on the
scheme ofthings, non-lethal
munitions such as rubber
bullets, taser or pepper spray
would have done more good,
than harm. Escalation in
such raids which goes into
public space sparks tremen-
dous backlash among the
population and it brings a
grim reminder of the draco-
nian Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA)
in “disturbed areas’.

On September 19, 2011,
the Open Society Founda-
tions released a report “The
Cost of Kill/Capture: Impact
of the Night Raid Surge on
Afghan Civilians which
violates human rights, cre-
ating a toxic environment
between civilian and men-
in-uniform.

Home Minister Lahkmen
Rymbui seems to create
cops like ‘door-kickers’ in
Afghanistan, literally. His
statement on the night of Au-
gust 15 asking to be relieved
fromhis position ofHM isan
example of evading respon-
sibility and accountability. In
reality this is the reason the
chain of command within
the political circles of the
United Democratic Party is
shadowy; from the President

Kill switch

By TFLMawlong

others. But to believe that
the internet would quickly
turn the Mawlai incident into
full-fledged social violence
in the city is insane. In any
case, ifa blackout is deemed
necessary, a limited shut-
down of social media would

have sufficed. Besides, with
an internet outage, how will
citizens be informed of the
critical ground realities of
the protest?

Second, internet access
is not (yet) recognized as a
human right. But in this pan-
demic internet is most defi-
nitely an important enabler
of human rights. Stripping
away the citizens’ access
to essential e-services and
impeding critical Covid in-
formation flow adds to the
sense of helplessness, rage,
and frustration, and may

the scale and intensity of
the vandalism and society's
reasonableness before tak-
ing such drastic measures.
Having said that, we are
a reasonable society. We
have active and responsible
women’s groups. And as a

society, we had categorically
condemned the stray vandal-
ism of August 15. So, why
does the government have to
take such drastic measures?
Ifthe government can'’t trust
its people why should people
trust the government!
Fourth, the government
appears to have made a hasty
decision that lacked even the
most fundamental concepts
ofpublicreasoning. The van-
dalism was nascent, blood-
less, and is hyper-localized.
And, while ferocious, it is
nowhere near the Taliban's

Any democratic society would have been
outraged by the unjustified extra-judicial
killing ofBah Chesterfield Thangkhiew.
Vandalism, on the other hand, is not tolerated.
However, how does the government
handle the situation?

even constitute a violation
of human rights. Thus we
may have just witnessed a
potential double violation
of human rights:-ithe killing
of Bah Thangkhiew and the
internet blackout amid the
Covid crisis.

Third, governments that
want to quell violent pro-
tests frequently use internet
shutdowns as an extreme
form of censorship. While
peaceful democratic protest
cannot justify blackouts,
vandalism can. As a result,
the vandalism incident gives
the paranoid government an
excuse to justify its invasive
censorship. A good govern-
ment would have considered

to the other members all are
literally confused over their
management of portfolios.

Fixing intelligence re-
quires a firm response from
the public for reforms, analy-
sis and sharing of raw data
not only on criminal net-
works but on unemployment
and school dropouts. This is
another factor which makes
or breaks national security.
The state government should
start preparing a strategy
directed towards confidence-
building measures with vari-
ous stakeholders.

For the Meghalaya Po-
lice and their leadership, a
refreshing look would be
Kishalay Bhattacharjee’s
book ‘Blood on my Hands’
on how extra-judicial kill-
ings undermine democracy
and in order to gain public
trust, police manuals and
leadership, using ‘carrot
and stick’ policy has to be
back on the drawing board
because Singham and Da-
bangg look good in movies
not in reality.

Yours etc.,
Cordelia Sawian
Via email

A Moment of

madness!

Editor,

Atumultuous MDA at the
moment looks far-fetched
from the otherwise potent
looking government at the
helm just a month back.
A "moment of madness"
is all it takes to throw the
whole government off bal-
ance. A hurried press con-
ference called by the CM
immediately after his arrival
from Delhi to clear the air
on that uneventful August
13 encounter, provides us
with more questions than
answers. We have not seen

ferocity. As a result, it is
unclear why the government
must impose a total mobile
internet blackout throughout
the Khasi-Jaintia Hills as a
"last resort"-and "preventive
measure" under the relevant
statutes. The government in
its response to these kinds of
situations should maintain a
degree of‘proportionality’to
ensure a fair balance between
freedom of people and its
legitimate interests.

Perhaps the government
believesthata 72-hourblack-
out will have no significant
socio-economic consequenc-
es!Butwe are a digital econ-
omy!Apart from the massive
boredom experienced by

a more "bewildered face"
fromthe CM thanthe onewe
saw in him facing the press
that evening. It is one thing
to come to the aid of your
fellow ministers on the floor
of the House, but a differ-
ent ball game altogether to
try fend off something that
was as “inhumane" as that
incident. What is even more
embarrassing is the then
Home Minister who claimed
to be unaware of the whole
exercise, considering that
the Police department comes
directly under him.

Further, a new advisor
to him, who also happened
to be an ex-cabinet minister
seems to be harping more on
his own government's failure
than offering him any source
of advice at all. Even more
distressing, is that a major
constituent in his coalition,
is more content on distanc-
ing itself from the present
pandemonium than acting
like partners in tow. It istrue
whenthey say, "The position
at the top is the loneliest
place ever." Surely, how un-
predictable our politics can
get? Whatever the outcome
we hope the common man
will not be at the receiving
end but rather when all else
fail, may common sense
prevail.

Yours etc.,
Lawrence Pherliam Sumer,
Viaemail

Will Police

Dept answer?

Editor,

I would like to express
two concise points through
your esteemed daily. First,
I would like an answer from
the Police Department on
whether they have the abil-
ity to safeguard the citizens
of the state or do we have

thousands of desperate youths
as a result of the twin hor-
rors of micro-lockdowns and
internet blackouts, a lot must
have happened during the 72-
hour internet outage. Many
observers may not notice the
‘'economic loss," but | assure
yOuit is significant enough to
certain boot-strapped startups
or budding internet-based
businesses in our budding
gig economy. For example,
because | was in my home-
town and equipped with just
a Smartphone, | lost no less
than 900 US dollars during
the blackout.

The 'opportunity loss' be-
cause of the internet outage
could have jeopardized the
very existence oftens, if not
hundreds, of such budding
startups in Meghalaya. Run-
ning a startup is far more
complicated than any 9-to-5
job. Existential questions are
constantly confronting every
entrepreneur. Any shortfall in
quality, one wrong move, one
failure, or one loss of oppor-
tunity could mean the end of
a startup, or atthe very leasta
long period of loss-making.

Thenthere isa ‘social loss'
whenwe impede the internet-
based essential services such
as mobile banking, education,
e-delivery, and Covid related
information flow, as well as
when consequently the trust
in government machinery
erodes. And, lest we forget,
a 72-hour blackout is a mas-
sive enough disruption for
thousands of students taking
the NEET exam next month
and studying online.

(My Meghalaya's inept
leadership in the econom-
ic, academic, and political
spheres is as perplexing as
ever. Our political leaders, |
am sure, do not want to learn
the "values" of our.constitu-
tion through delusional and
violent pedagogies! But ig-
norance is a heartless bitch.
And lastly, evidence sug-
gests that our leaders are not
‘solving' any major ‘problem
of people', but rather, their
'inability’ is the ‘burning
problem for people.' -

To-conclude, the;politi-
cal leadership should begin
rebuilding trust by acknowl-
edging how far from decency,
fairness, and justice, the po-
litically sedated and uncivil
police machinery has taken
you this time around. They
should remind themselves of
how sacred our Constitution
is. And before the government
reactively uses the internet
kill switch nexttime, perhaps
it should pause a bit and think
hard if the internet blackout
could quell the protests?

to purchase bullet proof
jackets. The episode show-
casing how police personnel
fled their vehicles leaving
behind their arms in the
safe hands of black masked
goons has shaken the whole
of Shillong. The general
population is still in a con-
fused state of mind on why
there hasn’t been any arrests
of these militants. It’s also
infuriating to know that the
Police haven't been able
to recover the stolen guns
till date. Will the Police be
held responsible if someone
gets shot at by those stolen
rifle(s)?

Second, | wishto ask why
the democratically elected
Chief Minister of the State
of Meghalaya has to request
with folded hands to the
dacoits to return the stolen
rifle(s). Further, why should
he state that the name of
the dacoits would be kept
anonymous and will also be
exempted from any charges.
Does this not betray the oath
taken by him that ensured
that he is to keep the consti-
tutional and legal principles
above everything else? Does
this mean that ifanyone loots
a police rifle and returns it
quietly, he/she will be ex-
empted from any penalty?

Ifthe ChiefMinister lacks
the courage and will to take
strong action against the
enemies of peace then he
should definitely come out
clearly and say that upfront.

Yours etc.,
Name withheld on request,
Viaemail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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Dead men tell
no tales

By Arbin Dhar

This article is written'
with deep love, respect and
concern for the people of
Meghalaya, its traditional
institutions and in the gen-
eral interest of ‘Ki Khun U
Hynniewtrep.” The Mawlai
Town Durbar (MTD), a
conglomeration ofheadmen
of Mawlai Pyllun, had met
on August 17, 2021 and
taken decisions which |
hope these wise elders had
given serious thought to in
view of the prevailing situ-
ation in this part of Shillong
and of the consequences
of such decisions. The first
decision was not to take
part in the Peace Committee
formed by the Government
under the Chairmanship
of the Dy CM unless the
murderers of Cheristerfield
Thangkhiew were first ap-
prehended and brought to'
justice. They have demanded
an enquiry by the National
Human Rights Commission
into the Chetister killing.
The Peace Committee initi-
ated by the Government is
a smokescreen, sO no big
loss. But there is agrowing
circle thatbelieves Cherister
kne\Vtoo much and so had to
be killed. Cattle smuggling
across the border, illegal
coke production, illegal min-
ing and transport of coal,
the active participation of
surrendered HNLC cadres
in other shady activities of
this MDA Government are
some of the alleged illegal
activities carried on under
the supervision of Cherister.
These operations were al-
legedly run in connivance
with state police personnel
and the proceeds wentto the
highest level inthe police or-
ganisation and in the politi-
cal echelons that controlled
the police. Cherister was in
the thick of this but he was
also talking to the IB, the
SB and other intelligence
agencies to whom he might

by elders that henceforth
Mawlai is outside the ter*
ritorialjurisdiction of Indian
law and its law enforcers?
Avre people of Mawlai and
their Dorbars in open -sup-
port of terrorists who seelc
to destroy the sovereignty*
and integrity of India? Thi$,
it appears, is the message
conveyed by the MTD! Let's
be clear; no nation will ever
allow its internal security
to be compromised. This
could result in the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) being imposed
in Meghalaya like in other
militant affected NE statei
This means armed soldierjs
will patrol every comer of
Mawlai. Is that what we
want? The MTD will thennp
longer have to deal with our
own police butwith the army
who will t5? operating under
the draconian AFSPA. | hope
the MTD is fully aware of
the consequences of its de-
cisions and are prepared to
deal with the outcome.

It is obvious by now that
the killing of Cheristerwas a
premeditated fake encounter.
People are demanding that
the murderers be brought to
justice and rightly so. But
who is the real culprit here?
The manwho actually pulled
the trigger might be a mere
triggerhappy SOT constable
following orders of those
who planned the murder.
Who had to gain the most
fromthis fake encounter, the'
constable behind the weapr
on, pr those who sent him
to do it? From all the cou
ruption and mis-govemance
thatthis MDA Govthas beei}
indulging in with the active
assistance ofits police force,
there are strong grounds
to believe that the Chief
Minister; the former Hongte
Minister, and the DGP ate
the persons responsible for
all die troubles that erupted
in Shillong since August f?

;hayejrnwittingly spilled the,, morning-1 strongly jjdkife

beans. He had to besilet}eed.
Our former Home Minister
and the present DGP will be
of great help in the investi-
gations by the State Human
Rights Commission into the
August 12 incident.

The next decision of the
MTD, however, defy’rea-
son. They decided that the
safety ofvehicles plying on
the GS Road would be the
responsibility ofthe local or-
ganisations and the Dorbars
and that no policing was re-
quired. This means keeping
police out of law and order
duties in Mawlai. No sooner
was this news out When the
Governor’s cavalcade was
attacked and stoned at Maw-
lai lewrynghep. The stone
pelters are unknown but the
stones came from the direc-
tion of lewrynghep, hence
the Dorbar of that area will
have to take responsibility.
Fact is, the Governor is a
representative ofthe Central
Government. Luckily he
was not in the vehicle but
rest assured this incident
will not be taken kindly by
the Home Ministry. So are
the assurances of the MTD
just empty words or can
they swiftly apprehend the
culprits to prove they really
have control over their re-
spective jurisdiction?

The death and funeral
procession of Cherister has
demonstrated that there is
strong public support for
HNLC terrorists among the
youth of the area. This has
emboldened the HNLC to
retract its offer to surrender
and to renew its call for
all-out war on the Indian
state. The incident at the
Mawkynroh Police outpost;
the seizure of arms and ve-
hicles ofthe police confirms
the growing suspicion that
Mawlai is fast becoming a
base and recruiting centre for
these militants. Flushed out
of its camps in Bangladesh,
the HNLC will now seek to
operate from within Indian
territory; from areas where
it has public support and
sympathy. From incidents of
August 15, Mawlai provides
the base for all future HNLC
operations. Since the MTD
has declared that hence-
forth no police presence or
operations will be allowed
within the Mawlai Pyllun
area, is that a wise decision?
Is this an open declaration

".they had the most to gain

from Cherister’s murder;
Hence they are persons who
we must demand to be inter-
rogated. We must demand
justice for the murder, of
Cherister but let’s not forget
that Cherister himself was
a former terrorist and killef
(definitely not a martyr or 4
patriot as painted by some
emotional hotheads).He was
a surrendered militant re-
sponsible for innumerable
extortions, kidnapping”
murders and who made wid-
ows and orphans of our owji
people. The only difference
between him and his murder-
ers was that he was a surren-
dered outlaw while they are
people elected to uphold thE
law. For this betrayal they
deserve to be punished.

This incidentwill soon be
forgotten. Public memory fs
that short. Governance ancl
public service will, how"
ever, continue to demand
the services of the Dorbars
and the Rangbah Shnong.
We still have Covid to fight
and to figure out how to
reopen our schools and to
bring normalcy in our day
to day lives. The Dorbars
and Government will need
to mutually assist each other
since both work for the wel-
fare of the public. One can
understand public anger at
what happened at Mawlai
Kynton Massar on August
13 but life must go on. Hie
Dorbars cannot afford to get
carried away by emotions
and to be seen as patrons Of
banned terrorist organisa-
tions. Dorbars don’t operate
under the diktat of militants
and neither do they provide
shelter to such banned or-
ganisations. Dorbars pro-
vide security to their people;
to afford their citizens the
protection of the law of the
land Dorbars must work with
the administration and the
police. Let common and the
wisdom of ages prevail, let
not the emotion of youthful
inexperience chart our future
course ofaction. Let’s allow
maturity, wisdom and social
responsibility to direct our
actions. This write-up is
given in the best interests of
our people and with defer-
ence to our traditional Dof-
bars. | hope it is taken in the
right spirit and in the best
interests ofthe state and the
Jaitbynriew.
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Lakshadweep: Where Blue Whales Sing

Scientists have recorded blue whale songs for the first time in

Indian waters off the Lakshadweep islands in the Arabian Sea.

Their presence in Lakshadweep demonstrates that the waters

In this archipelago are rich and productive. Experts say whales

singing is a likely signal that the area is their breeding ground

for certain parts of the year. Mongabay India correspondent
Sahana Ghosh reports

mammal scientist Divya Panicker sat engrossed

in listening to recordings retrieved from under-
water sound recorders, she came across low blue whale
moans, amid a cacophony of a rooster crow.

Panicker described the acoustic experience with the
giants as “one ofthe most thrilling parts” ofher study —
the first to document blue whale songs in Indian waters
in the Lakshadweep archipelago in the Arabian Sea.

She speculates that there were at least two blue
whales singing at a time. “The song is made up ofthree
notes and ranges between 30 and 100Hz. | sped up the
songs several times to bring them within my hearing.
It was quite wacky listening to low blue whale moans
with a rooster crowing in the background,” Panicker
reminisced.

Analysis of recordings from late 2018 to early 2020
revealed that blue whales were present in Lakshadweep
waters during April and May, just before the southwest
monsoon season.

“Although we know blue whales occur and are sing-
ing in these waters, we do not know ifthey are travelling
through or feeding in these waters. One ofthe next steps
is to carry out dedicated visual surveys in April and May
over the next few years to understand their behaviour
and some prey sampling during this period,” Panicker,
a doctoral student in oceanography at the University of
Washington, told Mongabay-India.

Because blue whales track productive waters, their
presence in Lakshadweep, which is on the cusp of major
tourism and infrastructure expansion, demonstrates that
the waters in this archipelago are rich and productive.

“The reef, lagoon, island and open ocean are intri-
cately linked and any development and infrastructure
plans for the islands need to be carried out within the
ecological limits of this fragile ecosystem. It is impor-
tant to understand their ecology and distributions to
draw up a science-based species-specific conservation
or management strategy,” adds Panicker.

Marine mammai expert Dipani Sutaria, who studies
humpback whales in the Indian waters, said blue whale
songs, belted out by males possibly for finding a mate,
likely signal that the area is a breeding ground for whales
during certain parts of the year.

“All cetaceans (whales, dolphins, and porpoises) use
sound to forage (find food), navigate and communicate.
Sound travels a little over four times faster in seawater
than it does in air, and in the absence of light, cetaceans
have evolved perfectly to use soun&as  ay of seeing.
Cetaceans are highly social and baleen whales such as
blue whales and humpback whales produce different
kinds of vocalisations,*some of which can travel thou-
sands of kilometres,” Sutaria said.

“They make high-frequency sounds for locating
prey and the other kind of vocalisation is a song; or a
repetition of units. Only the males sing in both blues
and humpbacks and are considered to be related to mate
selection and increasing the opportunity to find mates,
a sign of the breeding season.

"So if you have singing whales in an area at a certain
time of the year, it means this area is likely a seasonal
breeding ground,” Sutaria told Mongabay-India.

Sutaria’s team found a blue whale singing off the
Kerala coast in the Arabian Sea in May 2021. “Our team
is trying to explore the presence of humpback whales
offthe southwest* coast of India using passive acoustic
monitoring, and in May 2021 we found a blue whale
singing (including some foraging calls) from the same
‘acoustic’ population in the Arabian Sea.

"Our finding fits in with the Lakshadweep observation
that blue whales were present/move through the south-
western waters during April and May,” Sutaria, member
of the IUCN Cetacean Specialist Group, added.

One hot 2019 afternoon in Lakshadweep, as marine

MELODIES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN
Blue whales (Balaenoptera musculus spp.), are an en-
dangered species globally. While Antarctic blue whales

Mil

(B. m. intermedia), reach up to 30 meters in length and
weigh 200 tonnes (approximately 33 elephants), popu-
lations of smaller pygmy blue whales, growing up to
about 24 metres and weighing roughly half of Antarctic
blue whales, are known to occur in the Indian Ocean, the
smallest of the major oceans on Earth, but the fastest-
warming tropical ocean.

Pygmy blue whales (PBW) are found throughout
the Indian Ocean, including the northern Indian Ocean
(NI1O) and the Arabian Sea.

Blue whale vocalisations offer clues to scientists
about the identities of these mammals. Based on their
distinct song types, scientists say four possible popu-
lations of pygmy blue whales, comprising one or two
subspecies to date (B. m. brevicauda andB. m. indica),
occur in the Indian Ocean.

The so-called “acoustic populations” ©fspygmy blue
whales (PBW) inthe Indian Ocean include the NIO PBW
(sometimes referred to as ‘Sri Lanka song’, likely B.
m. indica); northwest Indian.Ocean; southwest Indian
Ocean (sometimes referred to as ‘Australia song”); and
southeast Indian Ocean PBW populations (sometimes
referred to as ‘Madagascar song’).

The songs recorded in the Lakshadweep waters, says
Panicker, were similar to those recorded by Abigail
Ailing in Sri Lanka in 1980, currently called the northern
Indian Ocean blue whale song. These songs have also
been heard offthe Chagos archipelago (southern end of
the mid-oceanic Laccadive-Maldivian-Chagos ridge).

“Usually, blue whales (Balaenoptera musculus spp ),
have very consistent song patterns but interestingly in
some of our recordings, they were dropping the last
unit. This has not been reported for this song type and
for future work it would be cool to understand why they
may be doing this,” she shared.

The study extends the known range ofthis song type
(northern Indian Ocean blue whale song) a further 1,000
kilometres (620 miles) northwest of Sri Lanka and is
particularly significant because Indian waters are a
habitat for blueywhales but there is very little dedicated
research on these animals.

The Lakshadweep research was carried out by the
University of Washington in collaboration with the
Wildlife Programme at the National Centre for Biologi-
cal Sciences. On-field dive support was provided by

RESOLVING AMBIGUITIES
TO CONSERVE CETACEANS

Sutaria points out that despite centrally-sponsored
conservation plans and regulations, that cover blue
whales in the Indian waters, ambiguity on issues needs
to be addressed for science-based conservation of ce-
taceans.

“There is ambiguity on issues such as habitat pro-
tection; mechanisms to mitigate mortality from sound
pollution, habitat loss and entanglements. Also, marine
tourism such as dolphin watching needs to follow na-
tional guidelines; protocols should also be included in
the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.”

“At the moment marine wildlife tourism is open to
overexploitation and habitat loss. Would dolphin tour-
ism, for example, come under the ambit of the Wildlife
Protection Act (WPA), or the commerce or tourism
ministry,” Sutaria asked, adding that the WPA, 1972 also
needs to be updated, along with the species lists under
the schedules. All marine mammals are Schedule 1 spe-
cies under the Act, receiving the highest protection.

She underscored the importance of more research to
bridge the knowledge gap on cetaceans in India to ef-

Lakshadweep Scuba Adventures (Anwer Hussem, Syed fectively inform conservation efforts and policy. “The
AbdullaKoya, Amanullah VP, Abdul Raheem PP). importance of detailed ecological research to inform
Acoustic recorders were deployed by divers on the conservation, and to increase opportunities for research-
reef flats near the underwater slope. Over 13 months, ers to bridge the knowledge gap is vital in India.
recorders were retrieved and redeployed every three "One area that can be Ofimmediate use is setting up
months or so - retrieving the data, changing batteries, marine stranding networks and studying these strand-
and analysing low-frequency bands to look for blue ing®from biological and conservation contexts, to better
whale vocalisations. understand the species biology, their life at sea and if
Panicker elaborates that blue whales consume dense possible the cause of death.”
patches ofprey to grow to these large sizes. “They feed “There are protocols to follow in the case of dead
on some of the smallest animals in the ocean - zoo- animals (handling the carcass) and live animals. You
plankton and shrimp - which are prey to a whole host can find out if an animal has got caught in a certain kind
of pelagic fishes and mammals. Therefore, studying of fishing gear or if it has died naturally. There could
blue whale distributions gives a glimpse into the most be reasons such as anthropogenic causes (underwater
productive and rich habitats in the Arabian Seathatare noise), disease outbreaks or climate-related factors,”
heavilly :nfluenced by monsoonal cycles and a chang- said Sutaria who co-manages the scientific content of
ing climlt'e?'
According to the latest report by the IPCC, the surface database that covers 1016 records from 1748 till the
of the Indian Ocean has warmed faster than the global present.
average. Globally, anthropogenic warming is very likely For example, in Lakshadweep’s remote islands
to further decrease ocean oxygen concentrations and this  with limited connectivity, consistent help from local
deoxygenation is projected to persist for thousands of fishermen, divers, the government administration and
years, the report warned. the people of Lakshadweep helped Divya Panicker in
Commercial whaling had nearly wiped out blue whale  setting up her study. She believes that putting record-
populations globally in the 20th century and they are ers and listening for whales in several areas across the
only now slowly recovering from these impacts. They Indian waters would reveal a lot more information on
are long-lived animals, having one calf at a time with not just blue whales but also other whale species such
long gestation periods. “The populations in the Arabian as humpback and Bryde’s whales.
Sea were persecuted by whaling ships in the 60s and 70s Regional cooperation is key, especially to study and
as well. Some other threats whales face in this densely conserve marine mammal populations that range across

populated region are ship strikes and a changing cli-

mate,” explained Panicker.

near Sri Lanka is right next to a major global shipping
lane. Deep-sea exploration and mining plans will gener-
ate constant noise across vast areas and can also impact

blue whale populations.

“We also know from recent studies that there are
changes in the monsoon patterns and an intensification
ofthe frequency and duration of cyclones - this is likely
to have major impacts on blue whale prey and in turn
will affect whales as well,” she said. Usually calmer
than the Bay of Bengal, researchers caution the Arabian
Sea is getting more active with the rapid intensification

different countries, says Panicker. The Arabian Sea

Whale network and the marine mammal network of India
For instance, an important blue whale feeding area are examples of such cooperative networks.

But countries like India are under intense pressure
to extend protected area networks to meet biodiversity
protection goals such as the proposal by global policy-

makers to extend protections to at least 30 per cent of

the world.

terrestrial, marine and freshwater ecosystems around

The ambition to scale up coverage and effectiveness
of protected and conserved areas is expected to play
a key role in discussions in the post-2020 global bio-
diversity framework due to be agreed upon at the UN
Biodiversity Conference (CBD COP15) in Kunming,

of cyclones due to climate change; cyclone Okchi and China, in May 2022. (Mongabay India)

‘Music develops us emotionally,
Intellectually and spiritually’

By Sukant Deepak

rained in classical Carnatic

I music tradition and West-

ern classical music, violin-

ist, composer and conductor Dr.

L Subramaniam believes under-

standing other musical systems

can be a great window to acquaint
oneself to different cultures.

"And that goes a long way in
ensuring mutual respect, har-
mony as well as happiness among
people,” he tells IANS.

The violin virtuoso, who gave
his first public performance at
the age of six, and has almost
single-handedly 'introducedlvio-
lin to Indian musical sensibilities
has been since 1975 doing solos
across the world.

The artist, who released two
videos on August 15 - 'Youth
Anthem’, featuring Kavita Krish-
namurti and Shaan, and the Na-
tional Anthem for the Ministry
of Culture, says, "I am also
working on the Mahatma Sym-
phony to celebrate the 75th year
of India's Independence. It will

be performed with a symphony
orchestra & choir.”

A strong believer in introduc-
ing children to music early on,
he believes that the same will al-
ways enrich young minds. "l have
always felt that music is very
essential for emotional, intellec-
tual, spiritual and philosophical
development of a person.”

The artist, who started the
Lakshminarayana Global Music
Festival (LGMF) in 1992, to
honour the memory of his father
Professor V. Lakshminarayana,
stresses that besides continuing
the music festival globally, they
are also planning to bring in
more youngsters and give them
a global platform to showcase
their talent.

"LGMF is also involved in
education through the Lakshmi-
narayana Global Centre of Excel-
lence to educate and provide rec-
ognized d'egrees to the students
in BA, MA and Ph.D. programs
focusing on a more practical ap-
proach to music. We have been
a bridge between the gurukul

system and the university educa-
tion system," says Subramaniam,
who studied medicine at Madras
Medical College.

Talk to him about his children
Ambi and Bindu, who have a band
that blends western components
with Indian classical music, and
he asserts, "It's always a pleasure
to know your children are con-
tinuing the legacy of the family.
I hope and pray Bindu & Ambi
take both performance and music
education to a higher level."

Subramaniam, who has also
composed film scores for movies
including 'Salaam Bombay', 'Mis-
sissippi Masala' besides being the
featured violin soloist in 'Little
Buddha' and 'Cotton Mary' was
recently part of HCL Concerts'
'Transcendence: Music for the
mind'.

Stressing that Indian culture,
one of the oldest in the world,
must be preserved and promoted
for the future generations to come,
he says, "l hope more organisa-
tions like HCL come forward to
promote our culture.”

Talk to him about the lock-
downs, and he says that the initial
period proved to be quite sad as
he lost a lot of friends and great
musicians owing to the pandemic.
He adds, "We took strength from
music and created audio/video
projects without going to the stu-
dio and by using the technology
available to us at home. We man-
aged to bring out a lot of videos
with artists from different parts of
the world. The first digital LGMF
also took place in January 2021,
which featured major artists from
all over the world. I also managed
to finish books which will be
very useful for music education,
especially for graduate and post-
graduate students.”

But is he missing live perfor-
mances?

"Of course, live experience
can never be replaced. When you
perform in a major concert hall
for different audiences, what
you derive from the audience
responses is indescribable. Not
to mention the auditorium acous-
tics." (IANS)
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Island hopping in Seychelles The Fine

ith 115 islands, the
Seychelles archipelago
brags of postcard-perfect

species of global significance as
the bearer of the' largest seed in the
plant kingdom.

beaches that are sure to have Migkt, spot giant tortoises that

tors drift away to the paradise. But
there's more to Seychelles than its
many beaches; the nation sprinkled
across the water off the coast of
East Africa, conceals many sur-
prises for its explorers. Here's a
quick glance at what one can do:

UNLEASH YOUR
WILD SIDE

Seychelles is inhabited by a
unique ecosystem above and below
its waters. Home to arange of lush
rainforests and 250 bird and 2000
plant species. Seychelles' wildlife
is as enchanting as its beaches. The
nation's national bird, the black
parrot, is also the rarest avian on
the planet. This rare species can be
spotted by those with a keen eye
while exploring the Vallee de Mai
Natural Reserve, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site on the island of Pras-
lin. Besides, the Vallee is home to
the world’s largest population of
endemic coco-de-mer, a flagship

roam freely around the sandy
coves of Curieuse Island, where
preserved wilderness and granite
beaches set the right ambience for
these gentle creatures.

Get a glimpse into the rich ma-
rine life with a Semi-Submarine
ride from Eden Island on Mahe.
Cruise along the most spectacular
underwater reefs of Seychelles
and spot a variety of sea life swim
alongside. From corals, colourful
seaweed, sea meadows to schools
of fish. We challenge you to keep
count of the unique species you
spot!

ADVENTURE, AHOY!

Along with its beaches, Sey-
chelles holds many adventures and
the best way to experience them is
by enjoying a trek in the region.
Nestled in Mahe, Morne Seychel-
lois National Park, the largest
national park, stretches across the
mountain range Morne Seychel-
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‘Star - Gazing’

lois, the highest peak. Indeed, the
reward of completing a hike is
the panorama one enjoys from the
top. The summit affords unparallel
views of the capital of Victoria.

The fourth largest island in the
archipelago, La Digue is a haven
for those seeking some time amid
nature to unwind. Apart from ex-
ploring the island on a bicycle or
an oxcart, diving and rock climbing
are popular as well. Although, it is
the La Pass to Grand Anse Trail,
which emerge as a clear winner.
The trail passes through French co-
lonial houses, woodlands, marshy
areas, finally leading to the Grand
Anse Beach.

ENJOY ATRYST

WITH CULTURE
The vibrant culture is a result
of the many cultural influences.
Meander through the markets in
Mabhe, or simply visit during the
Creole Festival to soak up the fla-
vours of the region. History buffs
will love the quaint town of Baie
Lazare, in Mahe. The 18th-century
neo-gothic Baie Lazare Churchis a

ByPLAjaiBhambi

Mars trine Uroius on your solar return chart and It win give amazing results. The
year w i bring many achievements. There w i be good progress made in your job.
The doors of prosperity are opening for you. There will be continuous flow of
money. Money w i be received from many sources. You can also acquire movable
and immovable property. You can buy land, flat vehicle or jeweky. Everything that
was struck up t* now will gather momentum. You can undertake a major expul-
sion of your business in collaboration or partnership. But you need to take care
of your health. Students will excel in studies and get admission in institutes/
courses of their choice. New job opportunities too will keep coming, You can get
involved in new romantic ties leading to maniage. There wiU be peace and joy in
fandy relations. You will share special bonding with your partner.

Aries: (March 21 - Apifl 20)

You wiU earn lot of money. New job offer will come all of a sudden.
It is going to be a week fut of entertainment and prosperity in the
family. Youwffl progress in the right direction. You w i be suo-
cessful in acquiring the desired gains on account of your valor
and dedication. Your days will pass wed. Your enthusiasm wit
also increase. Your will experience pleasure and joy in your
romantic ties. Your partner will prove to be the most special

. person in your He. You will also take care of your health. Some

immediate medical attention may be required. Money will flow
like water. You will purchase some luxurious items for your
house hold needs. Do not trust strangers in financial dealings.
Otheiwise, you will be taken for a ride.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)
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Some tension may arise in your married life but it w# be timely
resolved will the intervention of family members. Things wiH
improve in the right direction. You could also fa|in love with a
person working in your office. You will also excel at your work-
place. Futuristic plans and schemes will be put into practice.
Your bosses will have lot of expectations from you. You wB get
encouragement too. Income will be good. You will also get
rewarded for your loyalty. By the grace of God, you wB be able
to acquire accomplishments. You will also remain in the spot
Sghl Hard woik done now will pay rich dividends later On. You
will also get cooperation of your friends and elders which will
prove beneficial to you.

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)
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You will remain peaceful. Your relations with family members will
remain joyful. You witt also see a major improvement in your life.
New job opportunity will come all of a sudden. Your professional
contacts wffl start paying dividends. Some woik related try) will
give you sudden gains. You win feel elated at getting a woik
order from abroad. It is also a good tine for love matteis. They wffl
come closer. Students preparing for competitive exams will get
success. Emotionally you win feel strong. You win also participate
In a function. Your problems In personal and professional life wffl
get resolved. Though some persons might be gentle towards
you, your dose one will trouble you. Keep a strict watch on their
activities. You win also make a plan to visit a religious place.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22)

It is a favorable week. You win feel a lot better now. Some woiks
that had been struck for a while now and giving you sleepless
nights wffl finish without any obstacles, much to your relief. Your
confidence win also rise. You will take part in professional
activities. Your popularity will also rise. Your communication
skills will be second to none. Your perspective towards life wffl
become more positive. You will also enjoy good bonding with
your mate and wffl have some unforgettable moments. You will
also get credt for your hard woik. You w i lake steps fhiwaids in
Bfe. You w i also help needy people a lot You wffl proveto be a
true friend in hour of need.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)

It is a success .granting week. You will manage your financial
resources we#. You wffl receive lot of money. You will get success
in maniage, career and even studies. Your popularity will peak.
Your peers and bosses will help you a lot Your work wifl get
finished on time. Some doubts that you have in your mind witt get
solved. A difficult situation wifl also get averted due to your timely
action. You wffl also come closer to an influential person. Hefehe
wffl get att the credit for change witnessed in you. You wiH also
plan a change of job for better future prospects. You will fall in
love with eot ex-flame again when you will meet att of a sudden.
You w i revive your relationship in a big way. You will take full
advantage of a favorable time period.

Virgo: (August 24- September 22)
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Destiny will support you in a big way. You will get umpteen
opportunities to rise in your job/business. Your financial position
is going to be strong. You wffl also finally look after your health
and devote a lot of time to keep youisetf fit and healthy. You will
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also develop interest in your meditation, prayers and exeroise.
You wH suipass all difficulties in He with ease. You wffl also do
some part time job to manage your rising expenses. Your
romantic life is going to be wonderful. Your mood win be good
because of which your woik will also be good. Your business witt
provide lots of profit. You wffl also go on a religious trip with
family. And wffl receive a good news from somewhere.

Libia: (September 23- Libra 23)

ft is tine to move ahead in life. You wiH enhance your skills and
acquire new knowledge related to your job. Your woik will also
come in for lot of praise. If you are making plans to go abroad for

job or higher studies, it is just the appropriate moment. You wffl

also discover somethfcig new and exciting in your romantic life.
Your woik will get fulfilled. You will also have profits in your
business. You wiH face fierce competition but wffl still achieve
victay. You will be open for new business ventures in partner-
ships. Your financial position wffl be strong. If you are not let
down by your own people you will achieve success in life.

Scoipio: (October 24 - November 22)

u

You wiffl get victoiy in your tasks. And wifl be successful from an
sides. Your popularity will peak and you will earn lot of respect.
You will also open up and meet lot of new persons. Your woik will
get done easily. Your interactions with a special person will
increase. It is going to prove beneficial for you. Your family wffl
also support you a lot You will woik less and earn more. It is
going to be an ideal situation for you. You will spend sortie
unforgettable moments with your spouse/partner. But avoid any
discussions which may spoil the things.

Sagittarius:( November 23 - December 23)

It is time to enjoy and have lots of fun with your loved ones. You
will be busy at weddings and parties. Your income will increase.
A job-change looks a possibility. You will also plan to take up
your ambitious project and will receive the loan easily from
banks. You wffl work overtime to realize your dreams. There will
be an improvement in your attitude and you will be much loved.
But some persons will be jealous of your success. You will also
save youiself from a big problem. You wffl also share amazing
bonding with your mate. Love birds wffl have a wonderful time.
You will also get a wonderful news from somewhere. You will
plan to go on a picnic with family. And will have mental peace.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)

You will revive a pleasant news from a dose friend of yours. It
wifl lift your spirits and make you cheerful and happy. You will
remain busy in your work. You will also get connected with
people of your liking and tasks. You will also get full support of
your spouse. You wiU also care a lot about your near and dear
ones. You witt get a good job offer. You will also earn lot of money
and wiU try to improve your life status. Your attitude towards life
in general witt be positive. You witt be much likes and Iqved. A
new person is coming in your life to fill it with colors. You will
exhibit a more principled and diverse perspective. Worries
relating to children's studies, career and marriage will get re-
solved.

Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)

You wifl make progress in yourjob. You will have monetaiy gains
too. You witt be empathetic and consider othei's sorrow as your
own. Your compassion and love for needy ones will come to the
fore. People will be seeing a different side of your personality.
You wffl be strongly attracted towards love and romance. You
witt purchase a new vehicle or electronic ifem. Success will be
finally youis. You will manage to keep your family members
happy. Your neat and clean image will win you new admirers.
Achievements, aims and hopes which were a dream will now be
realized. Students will get success in competitive exams. You witt
get peace of mind. There is no need to prove yourself before
Other. You will take important and tough decisions in business.

Pisces: (Februaiy 19 - March 20)

You witt be able a find a solution to a vexed issue with your
wisdom. Time is very favorable and rewarding. You will be
blessed wilh wonderful health. You will earn lot of money. New
job opportunities will come. You witt also get new responsibility
at woikplace which you will perform well. You will listen to other
peisons. Your friends will share their problems with you which
you witt solve with ease. Your popularity will rise and you witt
earn lot of respect. Your partner will remain a big source of
strength. Elders witt bless you. You will also begin construction
of your house. An overseas trip is likely to take place. New
projects are taking shape. You will also interact a lot and will
meet some of your known acquaintance. You will feel happy
after helping your people. Exercise caution in financial matteis.

delight to behold. It also presents a
serene panorama of the area. A visit
to the National Museum of History
is perfect for a time-travel expedi-
tion to understand the history while
glancing through the paraphernalia
on display.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Just as its culture, Seychelles'
cuisine features a healthy amalga-
mation of flavours from its three
adjoining continents to form its
very own distinct palate. For a
gourmand, a tour through the his-
torical sites such as the Jardin du
Roi offers an opportunity to sample
homemade dishes at a quaint cafe
enveloped by the buzz of a typical
Seychellois life.

The stunning sunsets of Sey-
chelles are undeniably its finest
feature. And they are best enjoyed
along a delicious Creole meal,
which consists of preparations
made with fish and shellfish,
heightened with coconut, man-
goes and breadfruit served with
a bed of garden-fresh vegetables.
(IANSlife)
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BRAND
NEW START

Personal
randing - -

By Siddhi Jain

hen COVID-19 struck
in 2020 and the first
national lockdown was
announced, author Mainak Dhar
says he observed so many people's
careers get impacted - "losing
jobs, feeling insecurity and some-
times, having offers rescinded".

As the author began to use
his corporate sector experience
to help people on Linkedln, he
found himself repeating common
themes, such as doing what
fits you, learning how
to differentiate and
how to be more in-
tentional in showing
Up at key 'moments
of truth'.

As he began to
contemplate col-
lating a book on
this, especially for
those early in their
careers, the author
realised how impor-
tant it was to be more
intentional about build
ing an authentic, differen-
tiated and compelling personal
brand as a cornerstone of their
career success.

"At that time | had been work-
ing on a thriller, the next instal-
ment in my'Sniper's Eye' series,
but | decided to put that aside for
a few months, realising that help-
ing young people navigate their
careers, especially at a time of
uncertainty, was more important.
That's how 'Brand New Start' was
born," says the IIM-Ahmedabad
alumnus about his latest book.
Dhar is a self-described ‘cubicle
dweller by day and writer by

night', and is the author of over
15 books including the 'Alice
in Deadland' series, '03:02' and
‘Sniper's Eye'.

His most recent book 'Brand
New Start: Fast-Start Your Ca-
reer with the Power of Personal
Branding' aims to teach you that a
lot of success at the start of your
career hinges on how well you
understand, articulate and present
the most important brand you can
work on - 'You'".

"The experience of writing

‘Brand New Start' and con-

necting with feaders

through it was a great

one. It combined

many things | enjoy-

writing, connecting

with people and

making a positive

impact to them,

The most reward-

ing thing for me

was hearing back

from readers who

found ideas and in-

sights in the book to

help them do better in

their careers or make choices

which better fit them. | do plan

to write more books which aim to

equip young managers to Succeed
in their careers.

"l have recently signed up with
Bloomsbury fof a title which aims
to equip new leaders make a more
positive impagji to those they lead
and to themselves as they grdw
in their leadership journey. That
book is still work in progress and
| expect ittoJekase sometime in
early 2022;" he said.

Dhar also says that several
more books are in the pipeline,
across genres. (IANSlife)
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IN Health Sector

By Ranian K Baruah

ne of the career opportuni-
Oties for students is in the

healthcare sector. Students
who get good marks in secondary
level examinations mostly choose
science as many want to appear in
medical entrances and become doc-
tors. If we explore health sectors
then we see many opportunities
apart from being doctors.

Career options and opportunities
in the health sector include degrees
like MBBS, BDS or courses like
Ayurveda, Homoeopathy, Unani,
Siddha, Nursing, Lab Technicians,
Pharmacists, Physiotherapist,
Optometry, Audiologists, Speech
Pathologist, etc.

Apart from these there are also
options in animal health. Students
studying science in senior second-
ary with biology are eligible to
appear in different entrances or
interviews for getting admissions
in above mentioned courses.

Though we know about medical
entrance in the country, still let me
write a few lines about the main
entrance which is being held in
the country for selecting students
for their admissions in medical
colleges in the country. NEET
stands for National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test which is the single-
level national exam carried out for
medical aspirants enabling them to
seek admissions to medical courses
across different medical institutes
of the country.

From the year 2020 onwards,
the exam has emerged as the only
medical entrance exam that has to
be qualified to seek admission even
to AIIMS and JIPMER institutes
thereby scrapping the multiple
entrance exams that were carried
out previously at state levels. The
National Testing Agency (NTA)
will conduct the NEET exam on
September 12, 2021. Though it was
supposed to be held earlier but due
to pandemic dates was postponed.

NEET is an offline test carried
out in a pen-paper mode, standing
as the only medical entrance exam
at Under Graduate level. In order

for students to be able to appear for
NEET, the minimum educational
requirement is clearing class 12
board examinations from a rec-
ognized institution from science
stream. A minimum of 50% must
be scored. One must mandatorily
qualify the examination to take up
a seat in medical institutes at the
undergraduate level. NEET score
is also needed to get admission
into private medical colleges in
the country though they may have
other admission processes but
appearing in NEET is important.
Qualifying NEET enables one to
take up a seat in MBBS/BDS/AY -
USH courses and many other such
related medical programmes.

As NEET is a national level en-
trance exam, aspirants need plan-
ning and preparation. Some may
take admission in coaching centres
but systematic studies and prepara-
tion is needed. Aspirants who are
interested to join medical colleges
like Armed Forces Medical College
also need to appear in NEET.

As the seats in government col-
leges are limited, many private
medical colleges in India and
abroad try to get students by pub-
lishing advertisements. My request
«to all students and guardians to be
careful before taking admission in
private colleges as it involves a
lot of money. One must get proper

guidance before taking admission
into private institutions.

ENTRANCE UPDATE

CDSE: A Combined Defence
Services Examination will be con-
ducted by the Union Public Service
Commission on November 14,2021
for admission to the courses at In-
dian Military Academy Dehradun;
Indian Naval Academy, Ezhimala;
Air Force Academy, Hyderabad ;
Officers Training Academy, Chen-
nai( Both male and female). The
CDSE is conducted by the Union
Public Service Commission and
aspirants may apply on or before
24th August via online mode.

CAT: CAT (Common Admis-
sion Test) is conducted by IIMs
(Indian Institute Of Managements)
for its admission to Post Gradu-
ate (PG) Programmes and Fellow
Programmes. Candidates aspiring
to get admission to the Indian In-
stitutes of Managements need to
appear for the Common Admission
Test. Apart from the 1IMs, various
other Management Institutes use
the CAT score for shortlisting the
candidates. Aspirants may apply
till 15th September.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@gmail.com for any career
related queries)
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Bengal, bifurcation

The signs of a new push for bifurcation of West
Bengal are evident. The demand from various
activist groups in North Bengal districts got a
fillip with the BJP state leadership “justifying”
the demand two days ago. This could pose a
new headache to the Mamata Banerjee-led
TMC government andto the Centre aswell. The
“Justification” for the demand came from BJP
state chiefDilip Ghosh who stated in Jalpaiguri
that the “neglect” of the region and failure of
the Trinamool Congress government to bring
about development led to the revival ofdemands
for bifurcation of the state. His allegation was
also that successive governments neglected
the developmental aspirations of the people
of West Bengal and the northern region in the
seven decades of Independence. The problem
with West Bengal is the huge concentration of
its growth in Kolkata, per se, which is making
it difficult for other regions to develop. West
Bengal, thus, is among the leasturbanized states.
Most ofthe industries andjob-opportunities are

Kolkafe-specific.

The violent agitation by the Darjeeling Hill
people for a Gorkhaland state in the 1980s
ended up with the formation ofan autonomous
Hill Council there. It could not help meet the
aspirations of the region’s people. Yet, the
movement led by Subhash Ghising eventually
died down. Now, other players from the north-
ern districts are also seeking a separate state
with the inclusion of some districts of Assam.
This is bound to raise problems for the central
government and the BJP as well, as the party
is ruling Assam too. At the same time, the BJP
will be game targeting Mamata Baneijee and her
highly successful Trinamool Congress after the
major drubbing they gave to the saffron party
in the state assembly polls. It is important that
anation must ensure development ofall regions
and”states should do this, as yyelkla the Indian
context, the eastern region as a whole remains
under-developed. There are some significant
efforts at present to develop the North-East as
inthe attempt to spread the railway network and
strengthen the national highways. Development
is a long process and cannot be achieved in a
short spell. At the same time, West Bengal and
other states cannot escape from the responsibil-
ity ofreaching outto various regions rather than
concentrating fully on state capitals. In feet, in
the new developmental mode, Tier-2 cities are
favoured by entrepreneurs to set up units be-
cause ofthe relatively lower costs for land and
other infrastructural requirements.

Sl.otters to the Kditor

Seeking calm
amidst the

chaos

Editor,

The events ofthe past few
days have been areally diffi-
cultpill for usto swallow. No
one can say for sure what has
caused such chaos in our city.
Yetwe all know each conflict
has its own roots. There is
a school of thought which
believes thatthe incidents of
the 13-15 August might have
been scripted. The point they
raise is that we are possibly
nothing but just victims of
the ‘destabilise North East'
project. We are tribals and
our reactions to situations
are usually emotional, fiery,
intense, passionate or angry
on most issues. Hence the
need ofthe hour is for us to
remain calm, composed and
most of all to remain peace-
ful. Thatis not to say that we
should remain quiet and say
nothing at all. We are a small
community and we should
all be together in any move-
ment that matters to each one
of us. However, to me our
approach in all this should
be serene and temperate and
notto resortto violentmeans
to achieve our goal.

We are all reminded of
what happened to Jammu
& Kashmir and how with
a Resolution and a Bill the
Government scripted a his-
torical change in the status of
Jammu & Kashmirtwo years
ago. On August 5, 2019,
the Union Home Minister
introduced a proposal in
Parliament for ending the

special status of Jammu and
Kashmir and its bifurcation
into two Union Territories.
Jammu and Kashmir had a
special status granted under
Acrticle 370 and Article 35A
of the Constitution which
was immediately abrogated.
We too are unique in the ad-
ministrative structure among
all Indian states. The entire
state is covered by the Sixth
Schedule to the Constitution
of India under Article 244
of the Constitution. This
provides us autonomy in
the administration of these
areas through Autonomous
District Councils (ADCs)
and the Regional Councils
empowered to make laws in
respect of areas under their
jurisdiction, which cover
land, forest, cultivation, in-
heritance, indigenous cus-
toms and traditions oftribals,
etc; and also to collect land
revenues and certain other
taxes. The Sixth Schedule
infringes upon rights of the
non-autonomous residents no
matter how long they have
resided in the state. This has
been a thorn in the side of
many who are not in favour
ofthe Sixth Schedule. Now
thatthey are inpower, are we
giving them reasons to make
Bills and Resolutions against
the Sixth Schedule status to
be passed in Parliament?
This letter is a reminder to
each one ofus right including
honourable representatives,
the bureaucrats, the bour-
geois, the NGOs not to fall
into the trap of this destabi-
lise North East project.

In the past we have seen
a similar problems where

Reimagining the Police: Who'’s
greasing palms in Meghalaya

It was not very long ago
when the State Police rea-
lised the need to improve
their relationship with the
public. Till sometime in the
late 2011 or early 2012 the
Police did theirjob of main-
taining law and order and
keeping crime atbay. During
that time this scribe wrote an
article ofthe need to improve
police- public relations inthe
State. Subsequently on June
21, 2012 the S.ocial Work
Department of St Edmunds
College, Shillong along with
LIFCOM of Meghalaya Ru-
ral Development Society
(MRDS), Shillong organised
a seminar on the theme Po-
lice* Public Relationship.

Fear of the policeman

This scribe was asked to
speak on the occasion along
with Vivek Syiem who rep-
resented the Police Depart-
ment. Atthe time, | reminded
all present that young people
in the state have grown up
fearing the police. The fear
ofthepoliceisinstilled inthe
minds of the young ones the
day they beginto understand
the difference between good
and evil. For example if a
child makes a mistake, the
parents or the elderly mem-
bers ofthe family would ad-
vice him or her to behave or
else they will call the police.
The children were made to
be afraid of the police; they
looked atthe police as some-
onewho would enforce good
behaviour in children.

Taking a leaf out of my
speech, Vivek Syiem re-
marked that perhaps this
fear of the police started
since the British rule when
they had personnel in the
police station called Darogas.
Darogas used to be fierce
looing officer with a long
moustache. In fact he was
paid a special allowance to
wear the moustache. The
Daroga is meant to make
people fear the law and the
longer the moustache, the
dearerthe allowance that the
government paid the person-
nel. This dissuaded the gen-
eral from having anything to
do with the police. Things
have changed now. The new
approach is to ensure that
people respect the law and
not be fearful of it.

Since those days the po-
lice have made many.chang-
es to improve police-public
relations. There were po-
lice stations which arranged
for students from the local
schools would visit them.
Similarly other programmes
to bring the public closer
to the police were arranged
by the Department. Of late

there were rumours of inter-,
national support to disrupt
the law and order situation
in the North East. The same
problem perhaps is looming
large; not of international
sponsorship of terror but of
destabilising Governments
inthe North East. The recent
border issues between North
Eastern States causing insta-
bility are small examples. So
the call for us is not to open
the door to unwanted chaos
allowing central forces to
be deployed or to give the
impression that there is in-
stability in governance ofthe
state. Let us resortto peaceful
means of agitation. These
types of agitations too can
have positive results forus in
our several demands not only
from the state but from the
central government too.

Our state historically also
has the distinction of being
politically unstable, so let us
not allowthe prevailing situa-
tiontoturninto ablame game
andto turn itinto ameans for
more political power. No one
wants central governance or
President’s Rule.

Let our leaders take re-
sponsible decisions not only
for personal benefits but for
the benefit of the general
public, not decisions to cause
anger but decisions that can
unite a society. We should be
very tactful in our approach.
The state needs the central
government for various
development projects but in
the endeavour to appease
the Centre let us not forget
the sentiments ofthe autono-
mous people.

We are also reminded that

By HHMohrmen

more efforts were put in by
the Police Departments inthe
different districts ofthe state
such as opening up its own
Facebook page to dissemi-
nate necessary information
from the Department to the
public. So much was done to
improve the image and public
relations but has the relation-
ship actually improved?
From fear to distrust
No doubt the efforts are
not wasted and there are im-
provements in police-public
relations, but a lot more needs
to be done by the Depart-
ment to improve this one
important aspect oftheir ser-
vice. Police need to improve
policing work from being
someone who is waiting for
the public to make mistake
and then punish them, to be-
ing a friendly policeman in
the neighbourhood, trying to
prevent crime. Punishment
and issuing of challan is not
the only way to ensure that
a citizen does not commit

From suspicion of
police to hatred

How has the image of a
policeman fallen from some-
one that people cannot trust
to being a target of hate?
The Government is to blame
for the fall from grace ofthe
police. There are aspects of
policing which make people
hate the police. One such
feature is when Government
engages policemen to check
overloaded trucks on the
highway. Everyone knows
that it is the place where
money exchanges hands.
Police stations, police out-
posts on the entire stretch of
the highway have personnel
and sometime even private
citizens and Home Guards
to collect money from pass-
ing trucks.

In fact, a posting in these
locations is the dream job of
every policeman, irrespective
ofrank. It seems like collect-
ing money from the trucks
has become part of police

“The Police Department is basking infalse
glory, believing in the wrong narrative that
the HNLC is a spentforce and the number of
militants has dwindled. The outcome ofthe
two incidents is more tragic whenpoliceper-
sonnel deserted their vehicle and even aban-
doned the arms that were in their custody.

the same mistake. The need
of the hour is to instil in the
public the need to respect
the law.

*However, the public also
have learnt to distrust the
police. Again this is incul-
cated in youngminds intheir
growing up years. The chal-
lenge today for the police is
thatpublic don’t trust the po-
lice and that makes policing
a much more difficult task.
If the people that the police
are supposed to serve do not
even trust them, then how
can they even start serving?
The police need immediate
image rebuilding. They need
towin over public trust. They
need to improve their im-
age in the public perception
from being somebody that
the citizen avoids meeting to
being friendly police person-
nel. They need a paradigm
shift in their approach. It is
imperative for the Depart-
ment to reinvent the image
ofits personnel fromthat ofa
fear-instilling and suspicious
policeman to a friend of the
public.

we are a very young commu-
nity with very little history. It
is difficult for us to compare
ourselves with the intellect
ofmainland India which has
a long history of civiliza-
tions - one of the oldest in
the world. We have well edu-
cated leaders in our society
from individuals to leaders
in the Durbar Shnongs and
NGOs, so let us think with
our minds and not our hearts;
let us not seek only media
popularity but let us think of
the future generations. Let
the law take its own course;
let us be patient no matter
how displeasured we are.
Yours etc.,
Wanjop Warbah,
Via email

Whither public

safety

Editor,

The IED explosion at
Laitumkhrah conspired and
executed by the Hynnniew-
tep National Liberal Council
(HNLC) has brought about
much unrest in the otherwise
peace-loving city of Shillong.
Since then, a lot has trans-
pired, including the shocking
gunning down of the former
General Secretary of the
militant group, Cheristerfield
Thangkhiew, in an operation
carried out by the state police.
Both the state government
and police have drawn a lot
offlak for the alleged killing.
The event has paved the way
for aseries of violent protests
across the city after the de-
ceased was laid to rest. The
Greater Shillong agglomera-

work in these stations and
outposts and the public too
have learntto live with it. The
public too are now oblivious
of what is happening. They
turn a Nelson’s eye to what
is going on in these police
stations and roadside check
points. Neither do the media
see the forceful collection of
money from the trucks as an
illegal act that needs to be
challenged. It has reached
a point where as the saying,
in Pnar parlance goes, ‘dea
sarom da uwa peit i'a uwa
eit,”meaning that the person
who sees someone defecating
in the open is more ashamed
than the one who does it.

That the Government al-
lows this to happen in broad
day light only emboldens
the police to continue this
daylight robbery. This has
drastically eroded the pub-
lic trust and respect for the
police. That police regularly
collectmoney fromthetrucks
has showed the state police in
a bad light. The police have
themselves and the Govern-
ment to blame for this loss
of face.

tion was then promptly put
under curfew and internet
ban to prevent matters from
escalating further.

But the question that aris-
es is - was the same degree
of promptness and foolproof
plan put in place to avoid
the entire ordeal in the first
place? Atthe centre ofall this
debacle is the Home Minis-
ter, Lahkmen Rymbui. His
portfolio is far from being
spick-and-span. He has had
his fair share ofshortcomings
and political scandals. In ad-
dition, the Laitumkhrah IED
blast does not stand out as an
isolated event during his ten-
ure. Rather, it is reminiscent
of the IED blast that shook
the Police Reserve in Khlieh-
riat in July this year. Rymbui
had then very strongly as-
serted that there had been
no failure on the part of the
intelligence agency, further
attributing the swift arrest
of those responsible for the
blast to the efficiency of the
intelligence unit.

One would assume that
after such an incident the
Minister would have de-
ployed all possible measures
to prevent the occurrence of
another event with disastrous
consequences. The Laitum-
khrah blast, however, proves
otherwise. It seems asthough
no stringent and foolproof
strategies were laid out to
prevent the unfortunate state
ofaffairs thatnow cripple the
capital city of Meghalaya.

While it is imperative to
book the people who mas-
terminded the blast, mortally
injuring the former leader of
the HNLC isn’t the most vi-

The two recent incidents
- one in which the former
leader of the HNLC was
killed and the IED blasts do
not augur well for the Police
Department which is already
suffering from a public trust
deficit. The two IED blasts
which happened attwo differ-
entlocations inthe state prove
beyond doubt the failure of
the State Intelligence agency.
The police department are
basking in false glory, believ-
ing inthe wrong narrative that
the HNLC is a spent force
and the number of militants
has dwindled. The outcome
of the two incidents is more
tragic when police personnel
deserted their vehicles and
even abandoned the arms
that were in their custody.
These obviously arp signs
of a force which has lost its
self- respect; a force whose
morale is at its lowest ebb.
If this is not a fit case for
the poliee to retrospect, then
when and what will compel
them to do so.

Regaining public
trust and respect

The Police Department
needs to reimagine itselfand
restore the pride ofthe khaki.
Right now some police are
embarrassed to even wear
their uniforms. The police
needs to gain the respect of
the public and as Billy Jean
King said, ‘trust and respect
is something you earn, not
something that is given.’
How police force will regain
the trust and respect of the
public is something that needs
meticulous deliberation. ‘Do
unto others what you want
others to do to you’ is the
golden rule taught by all the
religions in the world, hence
if the police are to gain re-
spect, they at least need to
respect themselves.

From Police to Palm oil

Oiling or greasing the
palm is associated with il-
legal exchange of cash. The
Palm oil story in Meghalaya
has raised many questions in
the public mind. Whythis
sudden fascination for palm
oil here? The State Govern-
ment’s pliant attitude to the
central government dictate
is a sign of weakness. Just
because the central govern-
ment has a scheme to promote
Palm oil production does
not mean that it is good for
the State. There is only one
reasonto protestthe proposed
Palm tree plantation for Palm
oil production. It will only
encourage monoculture and
monoculture kills biodiver-
sity. Without biodiversity
the future of the world is at
stake.

hhmohrmen67@gmail.
com

able solution. Itis no surprise
that hundreds thronged the
streets to protest the extreme
step taken by the police.
Many have deemed the kill-
ing of Thangkhiew as an act
ofbarbarism, with some even
considering it an outright
violation of human rights,
requiring a fair andjudicious
trial. One cannot help but
ask if the ordeal could have
been avoided altogether in
the first place had the Home
Minister earned outhis duties
judiciously? And with word
going around that Rymbui
failed to prevent the blast de-
spite adequate warning from
intelligence further compli-
cates the situation.

The Home Minister ad-
mitted to intelligence failure.
In fact the manner in which
the situation was handled
was hasty. All the backlash
has led Rymbui to offer to
resign from his post. The
ChiefMinister, however, has
thus far refused to accept the
resignation. But the question
remains - how do we trust
a leader who has repeatedly
landed himself in hot soup,
and much worse, acknowl-
edged a severe lapse in a
system crucial to the safety
of the subjects he vowed to
serve?

Yours etc.,
Gunjan Dhar,
Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even ifthey are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.
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Munching
more than one
can chew!

By Rudi Warjri

Double; double toil and
trouble is Shakespeare’s
characterisation about the
overweening ambition of
Macbeth to become King of
England. In Meghalaya and
in particular Shillong it ap-
pliesto the sufferings dueto
the corona virus pandemic;
the fear due to the IED blasts
and the obfuscation over
the encounter killing of an
ex-militant. All these have
converged to produce a psy-
chological virus of distrust
and scepticism in the ruling
dispensation. The biggest
casualty here being the res-
toration of normalcy.

Health care even in nor-
mal times was a big challenge
for the Government . The
pandemic filled its plate of
woes even more. The en-
counter killing enraged the
public at large because the
victimwas ailing and done in
the presence of the helpless
family. The slain ex militant
turned martyr overnight. The
plate is overfilled.

Now public confidence
and trust in the Government
is at its nadir. Adding to
the double trouble was the
resorting to a curfew on top
of a curfew and the internet
ban. The question that arises
foremost. When will the
Government have the con-
fidence and courage to lift
the restrictions and restore
normal life

India’s leadingjournalist,
Shekhar Gupta, in his latest
cut the clutter has featured
Shillong but for the wrong
reasons. Among the videos
which went viral about the
violence and arson was the
brandishing of rifles by a
group of youngsters in a
black Scorpio reportedly
snatched from the police.
The youngsters dramatized
it like the Taliban fighters in
Afghanistan. And all this has
come c>n$ie heels of the re-a
cent Assam-Mizoram border
clashes whichresulted in the
death of six policemen from
Assam. Totherest ofIndia it
is like the resurgence of in-
surgencies in the Northeast.

The turmoil in Shillong
woke up the political rul-
ers from their slumber. The
sequel was a series of state-
ments about a judicial in-
quiry, peace committees,
appealing to the rifle-bran-
dishing youngsters to return
the rifles and go unpunished
etc. In the drama was also
the letter from the Minister
in charge of Home (Police)
addressed to the Chief Min-
ister which says he should
be relieved of the Home
portfolio with immediate ef-
fect. Ludicrously, his sense of
guilt was not luge enough
to resign as a Minister. And
IheChiefMinisterasthe lead
dramatist chose to remain
equivocal about relieving
the Home portfolio from the
erring Minister. The scenario
resembles a comedy oferrors
in a Shakespeareanplay.

Compounding the intrigue
isthe notification fromthe Su-
perintendent ofPolice (DSB)
East Khasi Hillswhichreads,
“It was learnt that there are
some officers and constables
who set their display profile
and some posted on their
WhatsApp status the black
flag or comments against the
Meghalaya Police showing
sympathy to late Cherishter-
field Thangkhiew is uncalled
for....” This circulated on
social media.

The three topmost rulers
of Meghalaya were away in
Delhi when the killing took
place. The Chief Minister,
his sibling Minister and the
Deputy Chief Minister were
‘Partying’ at the opening of
the Delhi office oftheir party
. Partying because it was a
celebration! Partying because
it was all about the Party and
nothing to do with gover-
nance. No pun intended. |
am curious to knowwhatwas
served as beverages, drinks,
snacks and cuisine normally
done during any celebration.
A bite of laddoos or who
knows even toasting with
champagne and caviar. | am
even more curious to know
who paid for the travel ex-
penses, accommodation etc.
Any claimas partoftraveling
allowance (TA) granted to
Government officials needs
investigation.

Partying in Delhi while
Shillong was in turmoil

forces me to be quotidian.
“Nero was fiddling while
Rome was burning.” Nero
was also notorious for being
a persecutor of Christians.
And ssince Meghalayaispre-
dominantly a Christian state,
it is the fellow Christians
who suffered the most while;
the partying was going on
in Delhi. :

For a political party frorti
Northeast to achieve recog-
nition as a national party
is an attainment. Not 4H
achievement though because
it depends on how it'benefits
the people of Meghalaya;
The other question is the
attainment of national rec-
ognition, at what cost? The
website of the party men-
tions nothing about financial
resources. So it is natural tp
assume that the only sourc?
of funding for the party
would be Meghalaya. Me-
ghalaya because the party
Is heading the coalition in
Meghalaya and most of
the lucrative departments
are with the Ministers from
the party, even if it meaijs
squeezing blood from stone
forthe sake ofexpanding the
party empire. It has also be?
come like “ old wives tales’
about illegal coal mining
being the principal source
ofthe party funding. .

The hype about the only
party from Northeast with
national recognitionisreally
going overboard. Mamata
Baneijee started her politics
from scratch. She formed
her TMC party after enor-
mous experience and expo--
sure before going nation?!.
Similar is the case of the
Shiv Sena in Maharashtra;
In fact, Stalin of the DMK.
with all its history has been
confined to Tamil Nadij,
Similar is the Akali 0$1
from Punjab. Instead the
young rulers of Meghalaya
mre desperate about £e/h&
more of a Delhi politician
than first taking care of Me-
ghalaya . The unstoppable
obsequious tweets to the
Modi-Shah duo inparticular
says a lot about where th
priority lies. :

Professionally, itremind
me of the Peter’s Principle.
I am sure the ChiefMinister
who is supposed to be'a
product of a Management
School knows more than
me about the Peter’s Prin-
ciple which is that people
in a hierarchy tend to rise
to their “maximum level
of incompetence.” In the
present context we are most
concerned with the level df
competence in the govetr
nance of Meghalaya.

The impact of the pan-
demic itselfwas more than
enough to keep the Govern-
ment on its toes. Yet there
is so much apathy! There’s
no data yet on the catalogue
of sufferings. Loss of itr-
come by farmers due to poor
sale of produce; starving
families of daily labourers
who couldn’t go to work ;
barbers who couldn’t open
their saloons; hawkers not
able to sell their wares; loss
in sale by shopkeepers and
vendors; loss by cinenja
owners and entertainment
groups; general unemploy-
ment caused to the youth etc.
Caterers who supplied food
to the Corona centres have
not been paid and some are
forced to close down. Think
about the unquantifiable loss
to children because schools
are closed. Apathy also
because of rumours about
profligacy in the purchase
of extravagant immovable
and movable assets.

We have a leadership
which munches more than
it can chew. The psycho-
logical virus of distrust and
scepticism is most palpable
in Shillong which falls un-
der the Hynniewtrep entity.
Besides, its own ministers
belong to parties which
are fragmented. Practic-
ing the politics of survival
and expediency at all cost
becomes unavoidable. It af-
fects the solidarity to stand
together on any debatable
issue. Ultimately, it is the
Hynniewtrep people who
have to pay the price, be it
in development or in getting
undivided focus from the
leadership inresolving a cri-
sis with conviction. | don’t
want to sound parochial but
truth must be told .
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From coal, coke to palm oil
ON August 9, Prime Minister, Narendra Modi
announced a new national initiative on palm oil
production to help increase farm incomes. The
scheme named National Edible Oil Mission-
Oil Palm (NMEO-OP), for self-reliance in ed-
ible oil involves investment of over Rs 11,000
crore. This scheme is essentially to incentivise
production ofpalm oil to reduce dependence on
imports and help farmers cash in on the huge
market. An audacious plan except for the fact
that the areas chosen for this scheme will be
India’s north-eastern states and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands due to the conducive weather
conditions in the regions.

Earlier, palm oil plantations did not yield the
kind of income that farmers expected- To allevi-
ate this fear of price fluctuation the Centre says

it will fix the cost of raw materials needed for-

palm oil production, along the lines of minimum
support price. In case prices ofthe raw material
drop, the Government will pay the differential
amount to farmers through direct bank transfer.
The assistance to oil palm growers for planting
material has been increased from 312,000 per
hectare to D29,000 per hectare. This all sounds
good except that monoculture is deleterious to
bio-diversity. It upsets the natural balance of
soils. Too many ofthe same plant species in one
field arearob the soil ofits nutrients, resulting in
decreasing varieties ofbacteria and microorgan-
isms needed to maintain soil fertility. At a time
when climate change is threatening to derail
our lives, palm oil plantations will only hasten
that calamity. As is usual there is much hype
that oil palm farmers will be provided financial
assistance and will get remuneration under a
price and viability formula. The north- eastern
states will get 90% assistance from the Centre,

.hence the quick acceptance of the scheme by
Meghalaya’s Chief Minister.

The tall promises by the Centre might entice
our farmers here to take”p palm oil plantation
since they might not be fully informed of the
dangers that monoculture poses to this bio-
diverse region where almost 65 % of India’s
forests reside. It is possible that forests might
also be cleared for palm oil tree plantation.
That would have disastrous consequences for
Meghalaya and the region as a whole. What’s
surprising is that a Chief Minister who speaks
of climate change and climate justice would
readily agree to a disastrous form ofagriculture.
This may not impact those with plans to take up
residence outside the state or abroad but it will
have irreversible impacts on those whose lives
and livelihoods are tied to this state. Moreover
the environment actually encompasses all living
beings and not just trees and forests.

g Letters to the Editor

Extra-judicial
killing in a civil
society

Editor,

Like many others we
have been following media
reports of the encounter
death of the retired General
Secretary ofthe HNLC, and
the outpouring of grief of a
family in trauma and the vo-
cal solidarity ofthe people of
Mawlai supported by mass
community anger against
excessive use of force by
Meghalaya Police. We are
compelled to write this letter
at a time when the breach
of peace requires to think
beyond violence.

A single round fired from
the weapon of a police offi-
cial into the abdomen of (L)
Bah Cheristerfield Thangkh-
iew at about 3 am on Friday
the 13th has changed the nar-
rative on the law and order
situation in the Khasi Hills
and brought back the dark
days of turbulent Shillong
of the 90s.

We have heard from the
DGP’s press briefing that the
police has incontrovertible
evidence that the deceased
was involved in the IED
blasts at Khliehriat police re-
serve and Laitumkhrah mar-
ket, and the police constable
who discharged his firearm
exerted his right to private
defence of the body.

The Government has ad-
mitted from no less than the
level of Chief Minister that

police were acting upon
credible intelligence from
agencies, and were detailed
to make an arrestwhere tim-
ing was of essence, and that
the killing was unfortunate
and unintentional.

Yet the prime question
that regular people like us
in civil society are asking
is what happens when the
constitutional right to life of
a person, irrespective of his
antecedents as a surrendered
militant leader or the incon-
trovertible evidence against
him, gets trampled in police
action?

Fueled with this curios-
ity we did a little study and
found out that the National
Human Rights Commission
had in 2010 recommended a
procedure to be followed in
cases of encounter deaths,
and these guidelines have
got the Supreme Court’s
endorsement in 2014.

Boththe DGP andthe CM
have touched upon reporting
the incidentto NHRC within
48 hours, and the CM has
intimated that there will be a
judicial inquiry by the Chair-
person of the State Human
Rights Commission. But
there is more to the NHRC
guidelines than just this.
They include remedies open
to the next ofkin of (L) Bah
Cheristerfield, whose rightto
life guaranteed under Article
21 of the Constitution was
not just infringed but ended
by police action.

A specific complaint can
be made against the police
alleging commission of a

The clandestine rse of all
palm plantation In Meghalaya

By Clarissa C. Giri

Without environmental
sustainability, economic
stability and social
cohesion cannot be
achieved"

- Phil Harding
(Archaeologist)

On 23rd July, 2020 Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
appealed to the eight North-
Eastern states to support
the plan to expand palm oil
plantations so that India can
be self-sufficient in its palm
oil needs, as the country’s
need for edible oil increases.
On 3rd August, 2021, The
Shillong Times reported that
Baba Ramdev’s Patanjali
may develop an oil palm
plantation in Meghalaya, "de-
spite serious environmental
threats.” Thisraised alarms at
aterrifying decibel across the
state. Furthermore, Patanjali
has plans to expand its oil
palm plantations in Megha-
laya and other North-Eastern
states, through its daughter
franchise, Ruchi Soya, and
aims to do so, on a massive
scale. According to Business
North-East, the government
is aggressively pushing for
increased cultivation un-
der the special program on
Oil Palm Area Expansion
(OPAE), and for the next five
years, 12 other states, as well
as the North-Eastern states,
will see the expansion of oil
palm cultivation supported
by a budget of 300 crore
rupees.

India is one ofthe biggest
consumers of palm oil in the
world and imports billions
of rupees worth every year.
These imports have a direct
impact on the scale of the
deforestation and habitat
destruction, due to oil palm
agriculture, in countries such
as Indonesia and Malaysia.

Over the past few years,
India has been working to-
wards boosting its own pro-
duction in order to reduce its
dependence onthese imports.
Factors such as India’s water-
dependent agricultural sys-
tem, smalj landholdings and a
long gestation periodrequired
for oil palms to fully mature,
have been hindering prog-
ress. Yet, India is committed
to the large-scale cultivation
of oil palms, adding to the
pre-existing issues of water
scarcity and triggering mass
conversion of bio-diverse
forests into mono-cultures
of oil palm plantations. No
matter where the oil comes
from, huge areas of forest
cover will be sacrificed for
it. Moreover, in an economy
like India, whose majority
depend solely on agriculture,
either directly or indirectly,
having mono-cultures of oil
palms, which has a gesta-
tion period of 4-5 years, will
have a huge impact on the

criminal act amounting to a
case of culpable homicide,
and the NHRC guidelines
mandate than an FIR to this
effect must be registered un-
der IPC; and such case shall
be investigated by Crime
Branch of state police CID
or aspecialized investigating
agency.

The first report to be sent
to the Commission within
48 hours has little scope for
examining the relatives of
the deceased, eye witnesses,
etc. but in the second report
to be sent within 3 (three)
months there is mandatory
provision requiring such
examination of witnesses
and evidences.

In the second report, the
findings of the magisterial
inquiry shall have to disclose
the name and designation of
the police official if found
responsible for the death in
police action, and whether
use offorce wasjustified and
action taken was lawful.

Hence the right ofprivate
defence under IPC cited in
favour of the police official
who shot (L) Bah Cherister-
field will have to stand four
tests: a) whether he was free
from fault in bringing about
the encounter, b) whether an
impending peril to his life
was present, ¢) whether there
was no safe or reasonable
mode of escape by retreat,
and d) whether there was any
necessity in taking the life.

Onthe face of it, the right
exerted by the trigger-happy
police official does not fulfill
an essential principle, as the

economic security of farm-
ers and those dependent on
them, along with the already
persistent problem of water
shortage and an observed
persistent erratic monsoon.

Palm oil is pressed from
the fleshy fruit of the oil
palm tree, Elaeis guineensis,
a species native to Africa that
also thrives elsewhere in the
humid tropics. Palm oil has
been used since the 1990s
in processed food industries
due to its low costs and high
yield. The fruit of the tree
is harvested for its oil; the
flesh of the fruit is pressed
for oil for food production
purposes and the core of the
fruit is pressed separately
and mainly used for soaps,
industrial purposes as well as
inprocessed food. The health
benefits or drawbacks of the
oil has been long debated,
however there can be no
debate that the development
of palm oil plantations is a
major driver ofdeforestation.
This is affecting some ofthe
world’s most bio-diverse
ecosystems, severely de-
grading the environment and
depleting the carbon sinks
of the world that has led
to catastrophic impacts on
forests, endangered animals
and a major contributor to
climate change.

North-East India is part of
the Indo-Burma biodiversity
hotspot which very much in-
cludes Meghalaya. National
Geographic defines biodiver-
sity hotspots as, “areas that
are both rich with life and
at high risk for destruction.”
This definition means that the
majority of plants that exist
in a biodiversity hotspot are
endemic, that is, they do not
exist anywhere else on Earth
and whose very existence is
at risk. National Geographic
further states, “to be classi-
fied as abiodiversity hotspot,
a region must have-lost at
least 70 percent ofits original
natural vegetation, usually
due to human activity.”

According to The Megha-
laya Biodiversity Board’s
website, “the state (Meghala-
ya) also represents an impor-
tant part of the Indo-Burma
biodiversity hotspot which
is one of the 4 bio-diversity
hotspots present in India and
34 in the world. The state of
Meghalaya has been identi-
fied as a key area for biodi-
versity conservation due to
its high species diversity and
high level of endemism.”

The Meghalaya Forests
and Environment department
further states in its website
that, “the forests are also
home to rare and endemic
plants and animals. The un-
disturbed primary forests are

right ofprivate defence isnot
applicable in a case where
he himself is the aggressive
party. From media reports
we have enough information
about details ofthe encoun-
ter to get a fair perspective.

There was no report of
grievous injury to any of
the personnel of the two
police parties who came
in the dead of the night to
make the arrest, and so the
second report will probably
have nothing to say on the
result of forensic examina-
tion of the deceased’s hands
to ascertain the presence of
residue of gunpowder and
the result of ballistic expert
examination on weapons
used by the deceased; both
results being required to
justify the exercise of right
of self-defence.

It therefore comes as
comforting news that the
Meghalaya Human Rights
Commission had on August
15 taken suo moto cogni-
zance of gross human rights
violation in the case and has
directed the State Govern-
ment to submit a detailed
report of the incident within
15 days and if not found
satisfactory the Commis-
sion will conduct its own
investigation.

As acivil society we can-
not afford to keep the extra-
judicial Killing of (L) Bah
Cheristerfield in the realm of
suspense and secrecy. People
at large want to know and are
demanding an answer so that
proper closure may bring the
peace once again.

botanically well known and
extraordinarily rich. Forests
of the state shelters more
than 3500 flowering plants,
352 orchids, 40 bamboo spe-
cies and about 800 medicinal
plants resources. The state is
part ofthe Indo-BurmaBiodi-
versity Hotspot ofthe world.
There are about 40 endemic
plant species and 75 threat-
ened plant species found
in Meghalaya. Amongst its
rare species are the insect
eating Pitcher plant (Nepen-
thes khasiana), Wild citrus
(Citrus indica) and Pygmy
Lily (Nymphaea tetragona).
The Rhododendron Forest
at Shillong Peak is a major
attraction for tourist during
blooming period (February
to April).”

We have all recently felt
the hurt and loss due to the
clearing of the great trees
that flanked the roads of
Upper Shillong, which were
felled for road expansion.
This garnered considerable
media attention due to the
visual impact and the loss
of biodiversity and heritage.
This is a foretaste of what
we, as a community, will be
faced with, if the plantation
of oil palm trees should be
allowed to proceed without
opposition. Oil palm planta-
tions require huge areas of
forest and as tropical forests
are cleared for oil palm plan-
tation, carbon is released into
the atmosphere as carbon
dioxide (C02), which is the
greenhouse gas that is having
the greatest contribution to
global warming.

Climate change poses a
threat to food production and
quality, potential increases
in diseases transmitted by
insects (such as Lyme disease
and malaria), air pollution
and other public health is-
sues. Evidence also suggests
that rising temperatures and
reduced air quality are also
harmfiil to mental health. In
2016, the U.S. Global Change
Research Program found evi-
dence that extreme weather
events have also been as-
sociated with increases in
aggressive behavior.

Palm oil production also
has the potential to devastate
our rivers and other natural
water systems. The process
to produce palm oil requires
significantamounts ofchemi-
cal input, which ifnottreated
appropriately will increase
pollution, and especially
water pollution. Furthermore,
the waste produced from the
processing of palm oil also
poses a huge problem. For
every 100 tonnes of oil palm
fruit that gets processed, 22
tonnes of crude palm oil is
produced but 67 tonnes of

The NHRC has said in
no uncertain terms that the
police does not have the
right to take away the life
of a person. So any attempt
to cover up will only put
the credibility and reputa-
tion of Meghalaya Police at
stake. Perhaps the Minister
who relinquished the Home
portfolio understands this all
too well, that killing without
obtaining a conviction after
a fair trial is illegal, and has
accordingly stepped aside to
allow the start of hopefully
an uninfluenced probe.

Yours etc.,
Hamehi Syiem &
Niuma Syiem
Shillong-12

Shillong
deserves better

Editor,

The visuals of August 15
of the stolen police Scorpio
and the rifle-brandishing
person in the front seat have
left a permanent mark on
our minds. As a tribal but a
non-Khasi bom and brought
up in Shillong | have been
and still enjoy its pleas-
ant weather and the warm
company of its people. Over
the decades, | have watched
the steady regression ofthis
city into something insidi-
ous; something | no longer
recognise. Some might say
that I should keep mum and
refrain from commenting on
recent events since | amnota
"stakeholder" in this city but
we are all stakeholders ofthe

waste remains. This waste is
known as POME or palm oil
mill effluent and consists of
palm kernels and husks, as
well as branches and waste-
water. The waste effluent
must be heavily and thor-
oughly treated before it can be
released back into the water
cycle. These impacts are in
addition to the deforestation
and loss of endemic species
ofplants and animals outlined
earlier.

As pernews reports, Ruchi
Soya has already completed
field surveys. Various MoUs
have already been signed by
some North-Eastern states
with Ruchi Soya however,
no public knowledge of a
similar agreement has been
signed with Meghalaya o far.
Moreover, as per a tweet by
the ChiefMinister ofthe state,
Conrad Sangma, the Union
Cabinet, on Wednesday, 18th
August, 2021, approved the
implementation of National
Mission on Edible Oils which
is promising to promote oil
palm cultivation with a focus
on the North Eastern states
and the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands. All this indicates
that the wheels are in motion
towards the development of
significant oil palm planta-
tions across Meghalaya.

If palm oil has to be pro-
duced in Meghalaya at all
costs, the government must
ensure that there is a commit-
mentto a long-term sustained
investment in proper waste
treatment before permitting
any oil palm plantation and
processing indie state. Novel
waste treatment technolo-
gies such as REGEN (Waste
Recovery and Regeneration
system) should be mandated,
to convert all the solid and
liquid bio-masses from the
palm oil mill into valuable, re-
usable, eco-friendly products.
Shortcuts and commercial
interest-friendly approaches
that neglect the developers’
responsibilities with respect
to the environment are not
the way forward. If a similar
approachto that taken in other
projects in Meghalaya such
as the illegal coke plants, the
dumping of chemical waste
into Ranikor river, the recent
embarrassing garbagecrisisin
Jowai, is also expected to be
taken for oil palm plantation,
then the whole idea of allow-
ing a multinational company
to set foot on our only home
must be.stopped at ail costs
so that fUrther environmental
cataclysms in the state can be
avoided.

The writer is Doctoral
Research Scholar, Department
ofAnthropology, North-East-
ern Hill University, Shillong.
Email: clarissacgiri@gmail.
com

place we reside in.

No sooner had | posted
the great Tagore's poem
"Where the Mind is Without
Fear", than terrifying scenes
unfolded miles away. It is
further alarming that sec-
tions ofpeople and even our
educated lot glorified and
lauded the masked youths
fortheirvandalism. We used
to roam about this city even
after dark and now even the
thought of day movement
elicits hesitation. Has it re-
ally come to this? That we
are willing to pit two wrongs
against each other? In the
presence of weak leadership
and violation of due process
of law, do we want to bank
on masked vigilantes who
have nothing to lose to save
the day? | hope not. We are
better than that. In a democ-
racy, it is the people who
create the kind of society
they want to live in. We can
appeal to the good in us to
clarify our clouded notions.
However bleak the outcome,
we must seek accountability
and justice, but lawfully,
because, ifwe do notplay by
the rules it is only chaos that
await us: Let us not throw
Shillong to the wolves. This
city deserves better.

Yours etc.,
A concerned citizen
Name withheld on request

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times
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The sad side of
Shillong’s August

15,2021

Incident

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

The police patrol ve-
hicle being driven through a
stretch of Shillong by some
angry youth that led to its
burning is an image that will
live long in our minds. On
that fateful day the vehicle
was basically showcased as
a trophy for all bystanders
to see. It sent an unequivo-
cal message that chaos and
lawlessness has descended
in Meghalaya’s capital city.
A youth from Shillong who
currently works in Benga-
luru did not believe in the
first instance that the scene
was from his hometown. It
toOk some explaining for
this person to be convinced.
Ifthere is anadir for anarchy
and brute force of the mass-
es, this was it. That Mawlai
locality had the courage and
daredto directthe state gov-
ernment to not send cops in
uniform on August 15 speaks
a lot about the angst of the
people. That the state gov-
ernment benignly accepted
the direction speaks volumes
about the helplessness of
governance. On that day
there was no government/
governance. It is ironic that
that day had to be Indepen-
dence Day. The message and
optics that had gone out to
the other parts ofthe country
is that we are a people who
do not respect and revere
the freedom struggles of our
forefathers. It was difficult
to explain to diem that this
is not true at all.

Well, how did it all come
to this? Whenthe news about
the alleged fake encounter of
Cheristerfield Thangkhiew
started circulating on August
13 morning, many found it
difficult to believe. Some
said that it might be another
case of fake news. None of
the printmediahad the story
asthey had already gone into
printby the time the incident
occurred. It was only as the
day went by that the genu-
ineness of the news started
to creep in. Electronic me-
dia was full of it. The news
provoked anger and fierce
debates and discussions. \We
all know how social media
works in such events. This
created die fury and rage of
the masses which ultimately
culminated in a call for mass
attendance at the funeral.

To call a spade a spade,
social media did play its
role in enraging the angst,
leading the masses on and
in fuelling the fire. Hence,
the cases ofclips onviolence
and sabotage that went vi-
rall  With such widespread
resentment on the govern-
ment, it is easy for things to
spin out of control. It was a
situation where the mob had
taken over with all logical
and rational thinking being
disbanded. As 15th August
went on, the day turned from
bad to worst. Shillong’s im-
age had been tarnished. On
hindsight, the move to curb
internet connectivity from
6:00 PM of that day was a
good one; else things would
have spiralled totally out of
control.

The internet curbs did
help to stem the fury and
rage fromAugust 15 evening
onwards. That is a plus. It
was seemingly the only good
move of the government
during that day. However,
the agitation and violence
of the day has thrown into
focus the same old point.
That being that the lead-
ers of the pressure groups
have failed yet again to
moderate and control their
members. It is true that not
all are trouble creators; Not
all would let their blood
boil over and convert anger
into violence. The numbers
of such are few. But, even
the few are troublesome
enough to throw a situation
out of hand. The burning of
the police patrol vehicle is
a good example in this in-
stance. In failingto moderate
their members the pressures
groups have completely
failed inreigning inthe boys
and positioning themselves
as responsible stakeholders
in a social cause. Notewor-
thy and commendable is the
appeal fromthe household of
Cheristerfield Thangkhiew

for the crowd to be calm
and moderate. We must learti
from this. It is important to
leam because ofthe manner
in which the socio-cultural
issues are stacked up in Me-
ghalaya. We are goingto see
more agitations and protests
inthe coming months. Keep-
ing this in mind, it is bettor
for the pressure groups to
control their boys. Yes, it
is understood, that the pres-
sure groups prefer to have
some hot-headed youth in
their midst to make their
point. But enough ofthat; its
time to abandon this failed
strategy!

No matter how we look at
the alleged fake encounter;
this disaster is the govern-
ment’s own creation. Talk
about digging their oWn
grave. Many have opined
that had Cheristerfield
Thangkhiew been allowed
to live in peace and died
naturally, then the August
15 turmoil would not have
happened. All the bad opties
of Shillong during Indepen.?
dence Day would have been
avoided and many would
not have to indulge in long
explanations to people fronj
other parts of India. What
happened to rounding up'a
suspect for the purpose of»
interrogation? What hap;
pened to a fair trial and the
principle of a person being
innocentuntil proven guilty?
On the contrary, what we
have now is the resurgence

. of the HNLC. People are

openly supporting them. The
militant group is making the
most of this opportunity. M
all likelihood, Meghalaya
is going to face the brunt af
this in die years to come. lti
that event how are we sup-:
posed to create a nurturing
environment for progress?
Eventoday corporate houses
are notwilling to setup shofoiii
in Shillong. Where will the
employment opportunities
come from?
The outcome of August
15 is a spectacle triggering
a string ofhate posts again$t
the Khasi community oji
social media. As it is, even
during normal times there
are enough posts questioning
tribal rights and protections
under the 6th Schedule ofthe
Constitution of India. The
recent event has only added
fuelto the fire. The samewiB
happen in future agitations.
The others will poke the
Khasis on social media. Plus,
let us face it. They do have
better connections in NeW
Delhi. That’s the irony.
While social mediawoi£|
well in garnering support
on social issues, it can alsQ
be counter-productive. Tfie
offer ofresignation by Lahk-
men Rymbui fromthe Horn?
portfolio is an interesting
development. We have seen
the defence of Chief Minis-
ter Conrad Sangma that it
would send a wrong signal.
Well, we can all have otfr
own interpretations. How-
ever, this development csfti
be viewed intwo ways. First,
Conrad Sangma has not ac-
cepted the resignation as it
would lead to pressure on
his brother James Sangma’s
removal from the Power
Department. Second, this is
a well-thought out move by
the UDP. If the resignation
is accepted, would have they
withdrawn from the ruling
coalition? The UDP may
have played its trump card,
In the ultimate analysis
the MDA government has
failed its people. When it
came to power ih 2018 un-
der an able and young Chief
Minister, people had high
hopes. Alas, everything has
gone south and the events of
August 15 might well be its
nadir. However, people are
faced with a conundrurn.
There seemstobe no alterna-
tive. The Congress is seen as
a sinking ship with its own
leadership problems arid
continuous talk of desertion
of its MLAs. The regional.
parties seem to be more
interested in holding on to
power and lack the will to
work as a united force. Woe
onyou, oh Meghalayal
(Email: benjamin2lin@
yahoo.co.in; the writer
teaches at NEHU) ’
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‘Whereveryou have weakening states
and turmoil, you will have afertile

petri dishfor terrorism.”

— Robert D. Kaplan
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Taliban and power play
THE picture in Afghanistan is getting clearer.
The Taliban gains complete sway over the land-
locked nation and the US has little choice but
to evacuate its men and leave the nation it held
Inits pocket for 20 years. The Taliban has ruled
that the US must stick to its deadline of leaving
the country by August 31 and it will run the na-
tion from September 1. The militants have the
fire-power while the Resistance by anti-Taliban
outfits cannot retain steam. What is also clear
is that the Pakistani establishment including the
military brass and its ISI intelligence as also the
terrorist networks based in Pakistan are working
along with the Taliban in planning the future
regional strategies. The Taliban has called for
unity of Islamic nations just as the countdown
has begun for the emergence of the Islamic
Emirate o f Afghanistan from next month.

President Joe Biden is duty-bound to honour
the agreement signed between the US arid the
Taliban during the term ofhis predecessor Don-
ald Trump. Without the US around, India has
little relevance in Afghanistan as Qfnow. China
wouldbe all too willingto help Afghanistan with
funds and infrastructure support - something
that Indiawas doing alongside the US initiatives
there to rebuild the war-torn nation. That experi-
ment has collapsed. The warlords and militants
will continue calling the shots there.

The good thing about India was that it had
desisted from participating in military action
against the Taliban or the other homegrown
militants there. India ably helped build institu-
tions and infrastructure there. Thanks must go
more to Dr Manmohan Singh for adopting such
awise policy. India built the Parliament House
there almost for free. It built roads and other
infrastructure. In normal course, these should
have enthused the Taliban. But, the Pakistani
influence in the emerging power equations there
will, first and foremost, mean a side-lining of
India. India’s place there will likely be taken
over by amore resourceful Chinawith Pakistani
scheming. There are no indications that the Tali-
ban will have a soft comer for India. However,
it is likely that good sense would prevail on the
militants and they would accord a respectable
space to India too alongside China in the future
scheme of things. Pakistan has little to offer in
this context other than exporting its terrorists to
Afghanistan. The Taliban could smell a rat in
this and might keep Pakistan at a safe distance.
This is what India can hope for, at best, in the

present context

a.Iitters to the Kditor

Women and
palm oil
cultivation

Editor,

The palm oil plantations
have proved to be not only
a major disadvantage for
biodiversity, but also for
women farmers as it has
led to gender inequality as
well as reducing their roles
in farming. The voice of
discontent began when the
Central government decided
to promote palm oil planta-
tions extensively in North
Eastern states of India and
the Andaman and Nicobar
islands.

The production of palm
oil trees needs a lot ofphysi-
cal strength and force due to
which it is considered to be
a man’s business. Hence, it
discourages women from
taking part in the cultivation.
Women are instead assigned
jobs like roasting the palm
tree fruits that need to be
done inside closed doors
and on gas stoves. But this
continuous exposure to smog
and flames adversely impacts
their health.

Another setback for
women farmers has been
the loss of their ownership
rights in their own farms.
Earlier, in shifting or jhum
cultivation, women used to
have a decisive say in choice
of crops but with the onset of
palm oil cultivation, many

big companies have taken
over the land or ownership
rights have been assigned
to the senior most member
ofthe family, usually amale
member.

The North Easternregion
has the largest number of
working women farmers
and with all the crippling
problems ofpalm oil cultiva-
tion many women farmers
may lose their jobs perma-
nently. In fact, the women
in Mizoram have already
been facing these issues for
a long time.

The purpose ofthis letter
is to highlight the social and
gender inequity and inequal-
ity that cultivation of palm
oil will bring in its wake.
Along with deforestation
there will be reduction in
bird population, water scar-
city etc. State governments
ofthe North East should act
cautiously and not disturb
the socio-economy and rich
biodiversity ofthe region.

Yours etc.,
Ritika Das
Guwahati

The garbage
dilemma!

Editor,

With the Covid pandemo-
nium being somewhat under
control, what if the MDA
starts to focus on improving
the quality of life ofthe citi-
zens of the State. What bet-

(SIX)

The Shillong turmoil and Two ideas of

All eyes were on Afghani'
stan when the Taliban fighters
walked into Kabul without
firing a shot after encircling
the national seat of power for
aweek. The ease with which
the terrorists took, over the
city was because the political
leaders, including president
Ashraf Ghani left the scene
in haste. As the Taliban ad-
vanced Ghani escaped to Ta-
jikistan viaAbu Dhabi, UAE.
The armed forces too either
surrendered or fled without
a fight because their leaders
had already struck a deal with
the conquerors permitting the
bearded and Salwar clad men
to march unopposed. The
streets were soon manned
by gunmen. The next scene
was the presidential palace
where a commander sat on
the ousted president’s chair
flanked by combatants pos-
ing for photographs. Playful
javaan’ were seen enjoying
at the president’s gym and
amusement park. The US
president, Joe Biden had as-
sured that the Afghan forces
trained by his officers for 20
years would keep the Taliban
at bay for a year at least, but
within days the Taliban 2.0
regime had commenced to
the complete humiliation of
the US and NATO.

In the turmoil in Shillong
recently leadership vacuum
was more than visible. When
the raid on the house of the
retired HNLC General Sec-
retary, Chesterfield Thang-
khiew took place, the Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma
was in Delhi to inaugurate
the NPP’s office at 75 North'
Avenue. Home Minister,
Lahkmen RymbUi pleaded
ignorance of the alleged
fake encounter that led to the
death of the Khliehriat and
Laitumkhrah blast suspect.
The captain abandoned the
ship. He did not stand up for
the foot soldiers. The police
force was left sans leader-
ship. The subsequent state-
ments on the tragic incident
had to be issued by Director
General of Police (DGP).
Considerthis conjecture. The
Home Minister had given
a free hand to the police to
investigate the aforemen-
tioned blasts and found links
to Thangkhiew. Even in such
a scenario it was the Home
Minister who was ultimately
responsible when the raid
went wrong. Instead he put
the blame, responsibility
and accountability on some-
one else. Until the return of
the Chief Minister from the
national capital on August
14, die men in uniform had
no political leadership. The
under-fire Home Minister
who once proclaimed he was
made ofsterner stuffchose to
quit following the diktat of

ter place to start than other
essential services called the
Solid Waste Management
System? According to the
Constitution of India, Solid
Waste Management is a part
of public health and sanita-
tion and falls within the
purview ofthe State list. Itis
the primary responsibility of
the state government and the
Urban Affairs Department
to ensure that appropriate
Solid Waste Management
practices are introduced
and practiced, whether in
Shillong or in Jowai. Recent-
ly, we witnessed headlines
after headlines with regards
to the piling up ofgarbage in
and around these two major
towns in Meghalaya. Open
uncontrolled dumping is still
the most common method of
solid waste disposal that we
see around  today. Lately,
a renowned RJ is volun-
tarily giving himselftowards
this cause in highlighting a
number of indiscriminate
throwing of garbage in and
around Shillong city. Most
recently, the Seng Samla
Mawlai Pyllun locked the
gates at Marten and stopped
the garbage trucks from en-
tering the landfill site after
the Urban Affairs Minister
failed to inspect the area,
as promised by him to the
student’s body earlier.

The garbage issue in
Shillong though, is not
something new. It’s been
simmering for decades and
has dragged on from one

By Albert Thyrniang

party bosses rather face the
challenge upfront.

While the all and sundry
pressure group leaders were
omnipresent, mouthing their
rage, condemnation at the
‘extra-judicial’killing before
camerasthat were beamed on
televisions, Youtube, Face-
book and the like, political
leaders from the ruling MDA
coalition were in hibernation.
No minister appealed for
calm. The opposition MLAs
who did appear publicly
pretty much reproduced the
words ofthe pressure groups
with one of them inflaming
more passion rather than
calming the volatile situa-
tion. The BJP which claims
to deal with terror the harsh-
est was the only political
party to condole the death
of the still ‘active’ militant.
AL Hek, still angered by his
removal, considered it apt to
getback atthe ChiefMinister
questioning his leadership
qualities and spoke for the
HNLC saying it won't trust
the government easily again.
Readers took Hek to be a crit-
ic of rather than the advisor
to the Chief Minister. Mean-
while the Congress thought
its better leadership could
topple the MDA government
but the regional parties’ only
objective is to complete the
tenure no matter what.

With the political leader-
ship almost leaving the police
high and dry, large protests
(assumedly without permis-
sion during the pandemic)
were under little surveillance.
With the police demoralised
all hell broke loose. Diktats
came from the ‘voice’ of
a ghetto that resists even
police patrols. Miscreants
responded with stone pelt-
ing, arson and vandalism.
The public obliged with the
‘blaick day’ observance. For
the first time in the history
of Meghalaya both the Chief
Minister and the governor
came under attack. The hi-
jackers of the police SUV
and INSAS rifles had a free
run. They are still at large.
Most shockingly, instead of
hunting the black clad daco-
its down to be punished the
Chief Minister offered them
amnesty. Jaw-dropping! Ab-
solutely non-statesman like
hip! Worse than a populist
leadership!

The anonymous letter led
to the recovery of the three
guns. Now the identity ofthe
gun-snatchers will be anony-
mous. | fthis bizarre decision
stands it is contempt of fee
Constitution of India. Either
the court takes suo moto
cognizance or someonefiles a
PIL demanding strict actions
against the arm lifters.

generation to another. The
garbage that is dumped at
Marten has been operational
since 1938 is not limited
only to the Shillong mu-
nicipal areas but includes
sixurban centres comprising
Shillong Cantonment, Maw-
lai, Nongthymmai, Pyn-
thorumkhrah, Madanrting
and Nongmynsong, which
covers a total area of 174
sg km and that accounts to
3, 31,373 population (2001
census), which is 14.35%
of the state. Calculate that
number 20 years ahead and
it’s a nightmare. In a sense,
14% of fee state’s populace
use Marten to dump their
wastes regularly and with the
absence of a weighbridge,
we don’t have any data to
show the quantity of waste
being transportedto the land-
fill. Inthis entire dilemma, it
is the urban poor, often the
peri-urban area of Mawlai
that has to bear the brunt
of this deficiency in solid
waste management which is
fast becoming life- threaten-
ing for the residents in and
around Marten landfill.
Governments have come
and gone but not one ofthem
has made any headway in
solving this most aggravat-
ing issue facing us today. It
is encouraging to see most
recently a cabinet minister
writing on a “forest first”
approach to fighting climate
change, but as local citizens
it is a sordid tale for us to
even think that we havent

Does the vacuum of lead-
ership give way to' admira-
tion for the outlawed? What
makes youths look up to
militant leaders as heroes?
Is it because of a crisis of
leadership and dearth of role
models? Why did the political
andreligious leaders not have
a positive influence during a
crisis? Have rebels been able
to fill in the gap in the ab-
sence of credible leaders?The
most visible reason for the
fall of Afghanistan was be-
cause the political leadership
fled the scene and the aimed
forces gave up the fight pav-
ing the way for Taliban to
slip in unopposed. The likes
ofthe Taliban, I1SIS and other
terrorist outfits have huge
followings because American
and NATO soldiers are seen
as occupiers and abusers of
human rights.

Ifthe slain HNLC General
Secretary was eliminated, the
one who pulled the trigger
and the one who ordered the
shooting must pay the price.
The polite too have to be
policed. ‘Private defence’ is
ambiguous. Does it mean
the trigger-puller acted on
his own? If so he should be
booked. But glamorizing the
founder ofan outfitwhichre-
volts against the state is mis-
placed. Thangkhiew, oncethe
most powerful inthe HNLC’s
rank and file took Meghalaya
to its darkest period through
extortions, kidnaps and kill-
ings. He brought parts ofthe
state under the insurgency
map. Did Thangkhiew ever
apologise for the death of
his men, security forces and
civilians? Did he regret caus-
ing pain and suffering, grief
and sorrow to the innocent?
Was he remorseful? Was
any criminal case slapped
against him? Was any sort
of reparation demanded of
him? Was he made answer-
able for his ‘misdeeds’? Does
coming over-ground absolve
an insurgent of all crimes?
Then why the overwhelming
sympathy and disproportion-
ate honour? Why romanticise
a person who rose against
the state? Why give legend-
ary status to the creator of a
proscribed outfit? Why the
slogan ‘Long Live HNLC’
when it terrorised the state
in the past and is still out to
bomb market places to harm
commoners?

One of thp common slo-
gans inrallies and in pressure
groups’ assemblies is, “Ha
Ri Lajong, Katba Mon” (In
one’s own country, (do) as
one wills). Where on earth is
one able to do as one likes.
Not even in one’s home!
How can slogan shouters
advocate that in our own

been able to come up with
anything concrete to solve
the garbage issue that is as
equally threatening to the
environment, ifnot more.

Identifying an alternate
landfill site is only a tem-
porary solution; what about
a permanent one? But rest
assured, even the alternate
landfill will not be finalised
beforethe next state elections
comes beckoning again.

What about amore viable
master plan prepared by
the National Environmental
and Engineering Research
Institute (NEERI), Nagpur
in 1991, whichhadthen sug-
gested biogas generation as
atreatment option? Besides,
this suggestion also entails
revenue generation for the
state by way ofbiogas supply
for cooking and electricity
generation. We may have
had financial constraints
then, but isn’t the same still
a more viable option today?
An organic compost plant
that was set up and started
operations since 2002 has
not shown any satisfactory
result, simply because of
inadequate waste supply and
the quality of solid waste go-
ing to the compost plant not
being in conformity with the
required design parameters,
besides other problems like
collection and transportation
facilities etc.

The Clean Shillong cam-
paign initiated by the Gov-
ernment was a good initia-
tive, with the action plan

‘country’ we can behave as
we please? How can one say
‘in Khasi-Jaintia Hills we act
aswe wish?There is no place
on earth without any restric-
tions.There is no laissez-faire
country. We speak of laissez-
faire leadership only when all
employees in an organisation
are trustworthy and respon-
sible. Are we so?

Pressure groups often call
for unity. One is amused
because this appeal actu-
ally means a demand for
acceptance of their ideas,
worldviews, proposals and
decisions. Ifanyone disagrees
with them he/she is excluded.
Concretely, if a group had
suggested to the “Voice of
Mawlai People’notto declare
15 August a ‘black day’ that
group would be shunted for
sure. Ifa civil society submits
that ILP is not required in
Meghalaya that NGO would
be rejected without a hearing.
These pressure groups are all
like-minded. One wonders
why they don’t merge into
one. They don’t because lead-
ers want to outdo each other
on the same issues.

But is the voice of these
‘identical’ groups the best for
the state? Why is it that not
making 15 August a ‘black
day’ not in the best interest
ofthe state? Why is the sug-
gestion ‘no ILP’not good for
the state? Why are divergent
views repulsive? Why are
dissenting voices threaten-
ing? Unity of thought is det-
rimental to the development
ofa society? It is the greatest
enemy to progress. It is more
dangerous than the bullet. If
not for diversity of thoughts
there would have been no re-
naissance of art, architecture,
politics, science and literature
inthe 14-16th centuries. Even
the Taliban seems to have
learned this fact, this time
round. Initial statements are
indicative of a more tolerant
militia guaranteeing respect
for the minorities, human
rights and rights of women
even ensuring freedom to
the mediato critique the new
administration.

The scars ofthe AugUst 15
unrest will remain long. Why
did it happen? Whose was
the more prominent voice?
Whose voice did we listen
to? Voice of pressure group
leaders or other leaders? Were
there other leaders? Is this
the way the state has to be
run? Have our leaders foiled
the state? As followers are
the leaders worth following?
Would the series of shameful
acts on Independence Day
unfold had our leaders not
gone ‘missing’ in times of
crisis? We are staring at a
leadership crisis and crisis of
governance.

Email: albert.thyrniang74@
gmail.com'

of involving Dorbars and
communities in SWM. It
certainly has brought some
difference at the source in
garbage collection, but is
that enough? It is high time
that the urban electorate
in Shillong start making
SWM an election issue and
thereby an elaborate solid
waste management system
becomes part ofthe political
parties’ manifesto.

Overall, the financial sta-
tus of SMB is weak and
the State Government has
not given enough atten-
tion to this matter. With a
rapid population growth
in Shillong, which in turn
results in increased human
activities that contribute
towards a larger quantum of
daily wastes, this issue will
not go away anytime soon,
unless the present dispensa-
tion decides to take the “bull
by the horns.” Let us not
forgetwe will be celebrating
Meghalaya’s 50th statehood
day on January 21st next
year. We hope we will not be
welcoming our guests with
the foul smell emanating
from Marten landfill then.

Yours etc.,
Lawrence Pherliam Sumer,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

By Avner Pariat

It should be obvious to
people now that politics in
Shillong is drawn along two
hard lines - that of the Lib-
erals and on the other side
are the Conservatives. This
is a simplistic generalisa-
tion, of course. We all have
streaks of both sides in us.
On some issues we might be
Liberal while on others we
might be deeply and rigidly
Conservative. For instance,
when it comes to enjoying
vast quantities ofalcohol we
happily submit to it but we
might be more Conservative
to calls for democratic re-
forms within our respective
churches. Such is society,
a maelstrom of contentions
and power dynamics, a mix
ofRight and Left. However
in light of the latest disrup-
tions to Law & Order, Peace
& (occasional) Prosperity in
our beloved capital | think it
is importantto take thistime
to ask the question - why do
these things keep happening
time and time magain?

To this end | would like
to propose an admittedly
simple analysis regarding
the dominant philosophi-
cal outlooks of the people
here as Ithave encountered
them thus far. In brief, these
antagonisms manifest them-
selves into the real world
because there is a wide aAd
seemingly insurmountable
ideological riff between
the aforementioned groups.
It would be useful if we at-
tempted to characterize who
are the Liberals and who
are the Conservatives that
| speak of. Again | concede
that my analysis would be a
non-exhaustive simplifica-
tion so bear with me.

The* readers of ‘The
Shillong Times’ for the most
part would fall into the Lib-
eral camp. The types of
opinions expressed herein,
harpiiig as they do on ideals
oftolerance, humanism, per-
sonal liberty and individual-
ism qualify the readership
and contributors as such.

indefensible. For a very
long time, we ignored the
elitism and blatant corrup-.
tion within our society. Wg
justified it always in sortv?
way or forni even if we did
not profit from it ourselves
Here | want to say that 140
not believe that the major-i
ity of our state’s people are
corrupt but that we have let
the corrupt minority dictate;
terms to us. We have been
deafeningly silent on thfe
rotten and unjust economic
system which has been per-
petuated on the overwhelm-*
ing majority, which are the:
Conservatives. And no”;
ladies and gentlemen, it-£f
time to pay the piper!  '-
The day we tolerated and
normalized corruption is this
day we allowed inequality
to blossom. The rubbish
Liberals like to spout - about
Meghalaya being an Egali-
tarian society, is no longer
even remotely true. The
Liberal propensity for self-
delusion, for-comfort over
Truth was never ever what
the Conservatives felt. They
never believed it - never in
its entirety - because it was
at odds with their lived ex-
perience. O
The sysfematic, origor
ing theft pferpetuated by the
Liberal elites in the goveraf
ment - or those associated
with it - have finally drained
Meghalaya of its life. Con)e
to Mawlai as my guest, go
to Nongmynsong, go t5
Jhalupara, go anywhere! Se§
how many people are strug-
gling to make ends melt
after decades ofrobbery add
bankrupt governance. Please
donotblame the Pandemic?
it was a catalyst - but it was
certainly not the root cause
oftheir poverty and misery.
For this, we must blame both
CongressAND NPP govern-
ments. They are two sides
of the same coin. And we
bloody need a new coin. *
When powerful Liberals
kept shut because they did
ntjt w&dtf t&sti* troifBlfeltflS;

This isalsbto a considerable <1 confront the crimes

extent a well-off set of peo-
ple steeped in privilege and/
or wealth. Most would have
been educated in English
medium schools (usually
situated in the Laitumkhrah
area) and many hold im-
portant government rank in
addition. They are usually
what we would call upper
and upper-middle classes.
They are at the vanguard of
societal shift and they decide
the nature of development
in Hie state. And the place
that all Liberals of Shillong
throng to, the place most
talked about - and disliked
by the Conservatives - is
Laitumkhrah. Or Laimu as it
is affectionately called.

Theantithesis ofthe Lib-
erals are people of limited
means, people whose first
language is a vernacular
dialect, people educated in
(underfunded) local lan-
guage schools and who are
almost entirely dependenton
their physical labour be it in
contract-work, farming and
other non-specialised and
“unskilled” occupations.
They have no political of-
fices, they barely have any
political agency, and they
are still largely unaware
of the vast political power
they have, unlike the Liberal
class. By popular depictions,
it would seem all “Westside
people” (especially from
Mawlai) are herded intothis
category.

Liberals can’t seem to
“get” these guys; they can’t
seem to understand their
motivations. Often times
they cannot even engage nor
interact with them directly
in the local language and
this has led to more gaps in
communication; which in
turn has sown seeds of en-
mity and friction! They are
oftentimes referenced with
disdain, derision, contempt.
Their anger and complaints
never seriously assessed
and certainly never given
the time and energy they
deserve.As a child of both
worlds - birthed and raised
by both “West” and “East”
(Mawlai and Laban & Lai-
tumkhrah) - 1would like to
warn my beloved Liberals
about one thing: a tsunami
is coming and itwill destroy
our world. And, to be very
honest, for most partwe will
deserve it.

We should never have
attempted to defend the

own class, they fostered
economic disparity. Instead
of asking legislators, and
public figures, the difficult
questions about accountabil-1
ity and transparency, about
systemic overhauls, about
how they planned to bring
about economicjustice, they
choseto waitand watch for-a
magical Messiah to descent)
from the High Heavens to
save them. Now that faith-
ful decision - or faithless

depending onhow you see it
- has in turn allowed numer-
ous banned (and unbanned)

extremist outfits to catapult
themselves into the Conser-
vative imagination. They
have come in with the solu-
tions which Liberalsrefused
to give. And those solutions
are quick-fix, violent and

dangerous for everyone in

our society. Including forthe
Conservatives themselves”

What is to be done thepJ
Itis clearthat simply having
peace meetings and conflict
resolution seminars canj
not be the only solutioit
We consistently need
perform such activities. We
must engage and ask peopje
to come forward. We must
bring all sections together
Liberal and Conservative;
tribal and non-tribal, Chrisj
tian and non-Christian alike.
We will never have a per-
fect solution but we can all
agree, that peace is whai
we all desire. Once that i®
decided on, we must then
turn our attentions to the
real issue underpinning the
strife, hatred and violence
in our society and that is the
lack of Justice, in particular
Economic Justice.

We can no longer look
away from what refuses -tb
go away. We cannot preteigl
to not be aware ofit for it for
it is stinking up the air; it.is
poisoning us. To continue
to be spineless to the issues
of poverty, inequality and
lack of Economic Justice
is to tempt Fate. And Fa©
is very much at the ends of
its patience with regards‘to
Meghalaya. In closing,!
wantto remindyouall ofthis
(tragically) relevant quote by
George Bernard Shaw froth
Major Barbara - o

“The greatest of evils
and the worst of crimes js
poverty” -

(The writer is Spokesper-
son, New Dawn a recentfy
launchedpolitical party)
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“It is a quality ofrevolutions not to go by
old lines or old laws, but to break up both
and make new ones.”

—Abraham Lincoln
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Why mock the Opposition Congress?

THE NPP State President and Rajya Sabha
member who has so far not raised a single ques-
tion in the Upper House since his oath taking
in September 2020, has yet again taken a swipe
at the Congress. He has done it in the past and
will perhaps continue his tirade. Such behav-
iour reeks of petty politics and shows a lack of
understanding ofhow parliamentary democracy
works. As the NPP State President, it is the brief
ofWR Kharlukhi notto mock the Opposition for
pointing to the poor governance demonstrated
by the MDA Government but to take stock ofthe
rapidly degenerating situation and get his Party
to get its act together. On Wednesday the effigies
of the State Chief Minister, his Deputy and the
Home Minister and also ofthe police chiefand
the two police officials that ordered the shooting
of Cherister Thangkhiew, the former general
secretary of the outlawed HNLC, on Friday 13
August, were burnt by a crowd at Mawlai. All
Covid protocols were violated thereby proving
yet again that the application ofthe rule of law
is arbitrary Mid subjective.

The Congress Party as the main Opposition
party is duty bound to point out the lapses ofthe
ruling party and those lapses are far too many to
be listed. The 17 MLA ofthe Congress are repre-
sentingtheir constituents. They are not speaking
forthemselves. So, in mocking the Congress, the
NPP State President is also being contemptuous
of the electorate that voted these MLAs. As a
Rajya Sabha member it is rather unfortunate
that Kharlukhi does not even understand these
basic principles of democracy. The Congress
has the locus-standi to take the Government to
task and no one can fault them for that. They are
performing a public duty for which they would
have to give an account to their constituents,
come election time. Democracy is successful
only to the extent that the Opposition party/
parties keep the excesses of the ruling gov-
ernment in check. Otherwise, we would have
runaway democracy where legislations would
be bulldozed by the ruling party without being
discussed and debated in the State Assembly or
in Parliament. The opposition parties haive the
right to audit the government's spending and
to talk to the media about the government’s
lapses. The NPP did a lot ofthat when it was in
the Opposition and no one mocked it for doing
so because it was discharging its duty. Hence
to belittle the Opposition constantly, merely
because it is performing its duty shows that the
NPP leadership is politically immature.

I Letters to the Kditor

Meanwhile
kids 1Q

is falling

Editor,

The government and citi-
zenry have been distracted
in the last few weeks with
dramatic events in Megha-
laya. Even Covid has been
relegated to the backbumer.
Children are all but forgot-
ten. Several states all over
the country have opened or
will soon be opening educa-
tional institutions, including
Tripura from August 23 and
Assam from September 1
But Meghalaya, who knows
when?

The first few years of a
child’s life are critical for
their cognitive development.
Insufficient mental stimula-
tion during this formative
stage will handicap a child
for life. Covid has had a
direct effect because of clo-
sure of schools, nurseries,
and playgrounds depriving
young brains of the social
and psychological develop-
ment that is so important for
success in later life.

A recent study from the
US shows that children af-
fected by the pandemic have
significantly reduced verbal
and coordination skills, and
overall lower intelligence.
Apart from missing out
on the learning at school,
the home environment not
only provides insufficient
stimulation but there is also
heightened stress because of
the pandemic. Children in
well-off families who have
learning devices and internet

connectivity may not lose
much. It is children in poor
families that will severely lag
behindintheir development.
In the study conducted by
Brown University, a top vy
League institution, the 1Q of
young childrentumbled from
100to 78, with children from
lower socio-economic groups
showing the greatest fall.

An open letter from IIT
professors, pediatricians,
public health specialists,
lawyers and economists to
the chief ministers of three
states: Karnataka, Delhi and
Maharashtra, was published
in many newspapers and
news magazines. The letter
urged the opening of schools
and included the following
quote: “Scientific evidence
indicates that reopening
with safeguards is possible.
Schools are open in 170
countries. In July 2021, UNI-
CEF and UNESCO stated
that schools should be the
last to close and the first to
open. There is evidence that
pre-primary and primary
schools are at the lowest risk
and should be prioritised
before schools for older age
groups.” The eminentvirolo-
gist, Dr Gagandeep Kang of
CMC, Vellore declared in
an interview with India To-
day, that it is time to open
schools.

I am happy that our edu

cation minister has advised

the opening of educational

institutions. But decision-

making in Meghalaya is slow
as usual.

Yours etc.,

Glenn C. Kharkongor,

Via email

The Shillong Times Fri-
day August 20, 2021 car-
ried a front-page news item
wherein the Union Minister
for DoNER, G Kishan Reddy
had claimed that the Central
Government’s approval for
large scale plantation of oil
palm in the North Eastern
(NE) region will transform
the economy of the entire
region. Hip Hip Hurray! for
the NDA and its promises
for the people ofthis remote
region, but the fact is, we
have heard too many such tall
claims from New Delhi for
the last 70 years, with pretty
little to show for them, that
there is now ample justifica-
tion for us to consider such
statements as mere political
rhetoric rather than the well
intended and sensible an-
nouncements that they ought
to be. This DONER statement
came close onthe heels ofthe
Union Cabinet decision of
August 18 to implement the
National Mission on edible
oils - Oil Palm.

So far so good, but what’s
contentious is that Baba
Ramdev’s Patanjali group
led Ruchi Soya had already
declared its plans to set up
and expand its business for
massive oil palm plantations
in the NE days before this
Cabinet decision! A private
Company foreseeing and
anticipating Union Cabinet
decisions; announcing huge
investments based on such
predictions; announcement
made by a God-man with
business ambitions and a
reputation for close connec-
tions to the PMO! This is all
too much of a coincidence
even for simple minded NE
folks to swallow. It smacks of
sleazy outsider fore-knowl-
edge or even influence on
Sensitive Government policy
decisions even before they
are made. The NE palm oil
mission is already beginning
to stink of being driven by
greedy non-caring agri-
business vested interests
rather than the Centre’snoble
and pious declaration ofthis
being done forthe betterment
ofthe economy ofthe region
and its people. These are the
instances when we miss the
sensible and well thought out
knowledge of the erstwhile
Planning Commission.

Ever since the central
intention of encouraging oil
palm cultivation in North
East India and the Anda-
man islands became public
knowledge, there has been
a spate of public concern
verging from scepticism to
downright consternation on
the suitability, dependability
and trustworthiness of the

On easing
COVID

restrictions

Editor,

This time we know about
life more clearly than ever
before. Death isjust one step
away from healthy respira-
tion. If our lungs and hearts
cannot inhale the fresh air
from outside, we are gone!
What we must understand
is that our life on earth is
vulnerable to various external
forces over and above the in-
ternal biology. Sickness itself
is “impermanent.” COVID
19 has emerged to ram home
this very point.

True, the Wuhan virus
has virtually brokenthe back
of the global economy. It
has also given a big jolt to
civilization. Not just that,
it has virtually deflated our
egos; it has shrunken our ar-
rogance! Have our modem
technologies not completely
failed to save our beloved
relatives and friends during
this pandemic? Ofcourse, the
government left no stone un-
turned to keep each citizen as
safe and healthy as possible.
It consistently reminds us
through phone messages that
we must follow all COVID
protocols with maximum
alertness, though many ofus
don’t heed these warnings.

At times | feel these dik-
tats are only for the common
people. Don’t we see some
state governments holding
public events every now and
again. Some public leaders
are moving around without
masks. How do we describe

By Toki Blah

plan for the region and its
people. These concerns range
from economic issues to en-
vironmental anxiety to appre-
hensions over loss of cultural
diversity ofthe people ofthe
region andthe adverse impact
such plantations will have on
the rich bio diversity ofthe
North East.

People with knowledge
and ground experience on
the type and unique style of
agriculture carried out in the
upland areas of the NE are
aghast at the prospects of
introducing mass mono palm
oil cultivation in these hills.
There are concerns that the
promised economic benefits
the palm oil industry would
bring to the region are il-
lusionary and that ground
reality isjust the opposite. It
will instead introduce misery,
pain and loss of livelihood to
our small and marginal farm-
ers. Environmentally itwould
resultinthe disappearance of
large tracts ofour indigenous
forests.

Interestingly, the only per-
sons who seem least bothered
about these apprehensions
are our elected representa-
tives. They just don’t care
and apparently all of them
would preferto remain silent
spectators. The only politi-
cian who has welcomed the
proposal isthe ChiefMinister
ofMeghalaya. The reason for
his enthusiasm is not known
but it would be worth his
while to look at the havoc
such plantations have caused
in other places. In Mizoram
where experimental planta-
tions had taken place, people
are uprooting their palm oil
trees and replacing them with
other cash crops. Sri Lanka
has outright banned palm oil
cultivation. I do request our
CM to first study the hazards
posed by this Central policy
before he takes the leap of
faithjust to please Baba Ram-
dev and his corny political
patrons in th&SIP# * j ryrtnZ|

Bhakts who read tEis
write-up will immediately
brush it off as another anti-
Modi rant that springs more
from a dislike of the BJP
rather than facts as they pre-
vail. So, let’s try and justify
what we have said. Let’s try
and analyse if palm oil will
really bring in the promised
manna for our small upland
farmers. The tree loves the
warm moist tropical condi-
tions of the East Indies and
in Indonesia the yield is
up to 3 to 4 tonnes of oil
per hectare per year. This
happens in Indonesian or

this? Those who make the
laws should not be the first
to break them.

One wonders why it is so
"very essential" to celebrate
Independence Day, as we are
most likely to get infected
with the virulent virus. Our
achieved freedom cannot
now be taken away by the
British. But if | may say so
the “social gatherings” are
more dangerous. Why dont
we put off all kinds of gath-
erings, social festivities, and
celebrations until we are fully
able to defeat the virus? The
ways people went around on
Independence Days in some
states sends a chill down
the spine. Thank God, in
Meghalaya, we had a very
subdued Independence Day
celebration. More lockdown
relaxation means more vul-
nerability to the virus vari-
ants. So extra caution must
be taken even if y/e have
taken the both COVID vac-
cine doses.

Of course, we can no
longer ignore the essential
business activities — par-
ticularly that involve the
weaker sections of people.
The Government has taken
the right decision by eas-
ing restrictions in the city.
The continuous lockdowns
have caused tremendous
hardship to underprivileged
communities. For them, the
government needs to lift the
restriction/lockdown but not
for the celebration of festi-
vals or social and religious
events. God will continue to
shower His blessings even if
we abstain from participating
in religious gatherings. God

Malaysian conditions where
it rains throughout the year.
In the NE where the rainfall
might be heavy but falls only
for about 6 months in a year
with dry chilly winter condi-
tions, the output of oil might
drastically drop to only 1 or
2 tonnes per hectare.

In such cases the break-
even with the high invest-
ments made might just not
be there. Trials conducted
in all 7 states of the NE
have resulted in scientists
not recommending oil palm
plantation as an alternative
plantation for the region.
As such it is not a viable
cash crop for the NE that is
expected to bring in wealth
riches for our farmers. Small
holdings, a low yield crop,
gruelling transportation costs
and contract farming for the
oil palm is instead beauti-
fully orchestrated fOr a big
profit driven corporation to
monopolise the market and
squeeze our small farmers.
Inthe beginning Government
subsidies and other Govern-
ment support might lure the
farmer into investing through
more loans and mortgages,
but the low yield and the
monopoly market will only
result in a debt trap he will
never get out of. We might
justend up turning our small
agriculturists into bondage
labourers for some mainland
corporate entity.

Let’s take the trial planta-
tions and processing units for
palm oil done in Mizoram. In
the beginning it began with a
strong Government initiative
to replace jhum cultivation
with some permanent cash
crop so as to bring in more
income to the farmers. The
Mizoram Agriculture Depart-
ment, the farmers and the
processing units all invested
heavily in the programme. It
soon became apparent from
the long gestation period
of the crop, 9 to 12 years
because ofthe agro-climatic
conditions ofthe region men-
tioned above, and the break-
even point of more than 15
years, that its cultivationwas
only meant for big farmers
with large holdings. Rich
tribals rushed in to invest in
land to reap the rich bonanza
expected. The traditional
land tenure holding system
disappeared overnight. The
small marginal farmer was
squeezed out. Jhum cultiva-
tion which the small farmer
had traditionally depended
for his food security van-
ished in the blind unrealis-

may not help.those who sing

hollow prayers by risking

their lives. What has come

down now may go up again

if we do not learn from our
past mistakes.

Yours etc.,

Salil Gewali,

Shillong

Army becomes

gender-sensitive

Editor,

The Indian Army recently
approved the promotion of
five women officers to the
rank of colonel. The decision
to grant permanent commis-
sion to women officers from
differentbranches ofthe Indi-
anArmy expounds the Indian
Army’s approach towards
a gender-neutral army. The
Indian Army was compelled
to consider a permanent com-
mission forwomen officersin
the military. Ithadto increase
the gender inclusivity of the
armed forces as well. As a
result, 147 more women were
granted permanent commis-
sionthis year. Earlier, another
277 had been selected .

Effortsto increase the rep-
resentation of women in the
armed forces of India have
been ongoing for alongtime.
This development heralds a
change in the Indian Army’s
views onwomen’s capability
for doing tasks in the armed
forces. India is a nation with
1.3 million active troops
and another 960,000 reserve
troops in the armed forces.
However, there are only 1672
women officers in the armed
forces. It must be noted that

tic bureaucratic rush of the
Government to introduce
income generation through
monoculture cropping.

Today everyone involved
inthe experiment in Mizoram
is on the lookout for alternate
cash crops such as oranges
and avocado. The experiment
failed. Meghalaya must learn
from the bitter experience
of the Mizos. There is abso-
lutely no need to rush into this
crazy madcap proposal ofthe
Centre. Not at the cost to our
farmers and our land tenure
system simply to appease
some greedy businessman
from the mainland whose
only interest is profit. OurAu-
tonomous District Councils,
with the vast powers they are
endowed with through the
6th Schedule must step in to
protect our land and its future
from such monopolistic land
grab attempts.

In conclusion one must
also point out the adverse
environmental impact Palm
oil plantations will have on
our fragile eco-system. Itis a
water guzzling monsterwhich
will greatly affectnot only the
underground water table of
our state but the soil nutrients
too. The economic life spanof
apalm oil tree is 25 years and
after that the land becomes
totally barren and unfit for
other cultivation unless heavy
investment is made to replen-
ish it. Viable plantations will
need thousands of hectares
and this same acreage will
be turned into a waste land
after 25 years. Is this a viable
proposition? It is a proposi-
tion for a high volume and
low value crop, with all its
adverse impacts on our fragile
ecosystem, that only a top-
down insensitive bureaucratic
mind can find any merit in.

What Meghalaya really
needs are more low volume
high value agriculture prod-
ucts. We have our black pep-
per, pan oil, cinnamon, carda-
moms, strawberries, passion
fruitsand amix ofother agro-
forestry based agro-products.
These are the rural agro-based
products small farmers are
comfortable with. Give them
more support, easy access to
credit, marketing, packaging
and value addition. They will
form the mainstay for our
small landless farmers. They
will bring in more sustainable
returns without harming the
soil, its economic stability
and its water level even after
several decades of steady
yield. | fail to see why we
should be so eager to give
up our future for the likes of
Baba Ramdev and his Patan-
jali Company.

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

After reading HH
Mohrmen’s article ‘Reimag-
iningthe police: Who’s greas-
ing palms in Meghalaya’, it
reminds me of Charlie Chap-
lin’smovie “The Police story’
(1916). Inthis comedy mov-
ie the main character(Charlie
Chaplin) played the role ofa
prisoner who had served his
term injail and was released
but found himself on the
footpath. The hard life onthe
street and joblessness forced
him to live life on the run
especially on seeing apolice-
man. The movie portrayed a
situation of an undeveloped
country where policemen
were deployed to look for
suspicious individuals who
were none other than petty
thieves and trouble makers
inflicted by poverty.

With regards to policing
theory and concept, there
are two interesting theories
brought forward by social
scientists James Q Wilson
and George L Kelling in.
1982 entitled “The broken
windows’ which is more
like a criminological theory
which states that the visible
signs of crime, anti-social
behavior, and civil disorder
create an environment that*
encourages further crime and
disorder, including serious
crimes. The writers argue
that if one window pane of
a building is broken and left
unattended, it signals that no
one cares and breaking more
windows will cost noth-
ing. The theory was further
popularised in the 1990s by
New Your City Police. Critics
used the term ‘Zero toler-
ance’ to describe the theory
of broken windows policing
that it is a form o f‘zealotry.’
The theory became a subject
of great debate both within
the social sciences and the
public sphere. Broken win-
dows policing has become
associatedwith controversial
police practices, such as the
high use of stop-and-frisk
in New York City in the de-
cades  fo 2013. However,-
Kelling argued that ‘Broken
Windows’ involves a highly
discretionary police activity
that requires careful train-
ing, guidelines, and supervi-
sion, as well as an ongoing
dialogue with neighborhoods
and communities to ensure
a positive relationship with
the society.

Onthe contrary, in 1850 a
French economist, Frederic
Bastait introduced the Par-
able of the broken window
in an essay "Ce gii'on voit et
ce qu'oii ne voit pas" ("That
Which We See and That
Which We Do Not See").
The essay states that when a
child accidentally smashes a
window, and then it has to be

none ofthese women officers m replaced, does this accident

were given commission in
any combat corps. Itisa fact
that women are not allowed
any combatroles inthe Indian
Anny. Combatroles and com-
mand positions are denied to
women on the grounds that
women and society are not
ready for such a development.
Further, women’s body struc-
ture, male soldiers’ objection
to women officers in com-
mand positions, challenges
of motherhood and childcare
are some arguments against
allowing women officers
combat roles.

We must get rid of our
misconceptions and deep-
rooted stereotypes about the
capabilities and expertise of
women, especially women
officers in the army. The
Indian Army must acknowl-
edge the need to give women
more representation. WWomen
must be accepted as women
and they must never be ex-
pected to behave like men.
Although they have their own
limitations, they have their
own capabilities and skills.
Women can demonstrate their
competence in doing different
tasks in the armed forces. On
the other hand, they cannot
control and lead men. Soci-
etal attitudes, in particular,
the army’s attitude to women
must change.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

constitute a benefit to the
society, due to the economic
activity of repairing and
replacing the window? In
the parable the shopkeeper
was very angry at his son’s
carelessness because he had
to shell out his hard earned
money to compensate for the
broken glass. He had to call
the glazier to do the job and
paid him the full cost. The
glazier was happy because
of the trade and blessed the
careless boy. Bastiat said if
it costs six francs for a single
window pane, this unseen
cost could have been pre-
vented or invested elsewhere
to create more assets.
Bastiat further explained
that if it was discovered that
the child was hired by the
glazier and paid a franc for
every pane broken then the
act would be considered a
theft. The glazier was break-
ingwindows in orderto force
people to hire his services.
The facts observed by people
remain the same - that the
glazier benefited from the
business at the expense ofthe
shopkeeper. Bastiat argued
that societies endorse activi-
ties that are equivalent to the
glazier hiring a boy to break
windows for him. Bastiat
concluded that society loses
the value of things which
are uselessly destroyed and
we must assent to a maxim
which will make the hair
of protectionists stand on
end - To break, to spoil, to
waste, is not to encourage
national workmanship or,
more briefly, "destruction is

not profit."

It is. ironic on the other
hand to see that institutions
like the police or the indus-
tries (glazier) sometimes
brag that inthe name ofpro-
tection and promotion they
cause unnecessary hardship
to common citizens. Today
industries no longer hire a
third party to promote their
products or services but
adopt a much simpler route
by engaging in a deal with,
those at the helm of power
such as the palm oil planta-
tion business. This careless
venture that is detrimental
to the environmentwill defiv
nitely provoke public resent?
ment and in some cases may
lead to protest and agitation
as in the illegal coke factor
ries and coal mining or inthe
attempt to convert govern?
ment land in prime location
into a private commercial
hub; But interestingly, whejj
the going gets tough, thesg’
tough institutioiis will hirg
and press into action the
policing service available
in the land. This situation is
what we call the ‘nexus’ or
a string of connecting deals
between functionaries and
other institutions. '

It is here that we the
public must understand that
protection to lives, property
and cultures comes fronj
nobody and not from thess
institutions in question but
from the Constitution of
the country. The Govern'-
ment and its functionaries
as important organs of the
Constitution are mandated

.by the same Constitution to

ensure that citizens of the
country are well protected.
And inthe context of protect
tion there is no reason that
I can see to kill any person
merely on suspicion. Here
we see the greatness of the
Constitution of India that
even a terrorist like AjmqgJ
Kasab who had taken many
innocent lives in Taj hotel

Mumbai was. not killedittj mft!,

the spot but was givenV’
lengthy hearing. Similar is
the case with the perpetra-
tors in Nirbhaya case. When
we have a Constitution that
is inclusive, why should we
resortto a different strategy.
There is much damage tothfe
polity when people and insti-
tutions forget the principled
ofthe Constitution but focuS
only on the law. They have
forgotten that the source
of law is the Constitution
and when the law and act is
unconstitutional then it isthe
job of every citizen to rais?
their voice. Much damage is
also done because zealotry
or preemptive actions and
greed guides the sense an<J
attitude of law enforcers. ®»

The desire to rank abovs
everyone else in wealthy
position, etc. are unconsti*
tutional because that de*
means the basic spirit of
the Preamble of the Indian
Constitution which says,
‘and to promote among them
all fraternity and dignity of
the individual’. India caji
become a developed nation
only when each and every
individual is ableto live with
dignity. Perhaps that dignity
will give them the reason
to live in a country where
farmers no longer resort to
suicide due to loantraps and
monsoon failure. It is here
that the keepers of the law
should frequently acquaint
themselves with the ethos
enshrined in the constitu-
tion and to work toward th"t
constitutional goal.

The recent uprising in
Shillong due to the kill-
ing by the State police is
a result of that complete
damage to the Constitution.
It is pathetic to see headmen
(Rangbah Shnong) making a
humble and fervent appeal
to the Government to do
something constructive for
the community and to shun
rampant corruption. Never
in the history of the state
has inefficiency become so
glaring even while Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma
looks like a one man army
shouldering every respon-
sibility, simply because he
has a team who | doubt
can be called co-workerS
to simplify his burden and
contribute meaningfully to
the task of governance.
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‘In a country well governed, poverty
is something to be ashamed of. In a country
badly governed, wealth is something

to be ashamed of.

— Confucius
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Rudderless nation
INDIA’S dreams for future ‘super power’ sta-
tus took a new hit when the fourth edition of
the world’s 'top and safest cities index' from
the global Economic Intelligence Unit was out
this week. Two Indian cities, Mumbai and New
Delhi, figured at slots 49 and 50 respectively
on a scale of 60 cities, with the Danish city of
Copenhagen topping the chart. Notably and
predictably, Toronto in Canada took the second
rank and tiny Singapore in our neighbourhood

the third top slot.

The indexranked 60top cities onthe yardsticks
of 76 indicators across five pillars —personal,
health, infrastructure, digital, and environmental
security. These are supplementary and comple-
mentary to each other. For instance, if there is
better infrastructure, the rest is assured. It must
be understood that old cities have their inherent
problems, be it London or New York. Yet Sydney
and Tokyo, among old cities, retained top slots
at fourth and fifth place. Among the two Indian
cities, Mumbai’s life overall is chaotic, and so
with Bengaluru, the IT city that developed in a
haphazard manner. Both suffered due to lack of
political will. New Delhi developed by leaps and
bounds, but traffic and several other scenarios
are unbearable there. The less said the better
about other Indian cities, or state capitals. Suc-
cessive governments failed to plan urban growth
in impressive ways. Private entities developed
residential and commercial spaces in their own
ways while governments sat back and played
the fiddle. Resultis lack ofproper infrastructure
like roads, drains, recreational facilities etc. The
fiootJing of cars worsened fthet ngg*ngttﬁications
crisis and lack of drains added to the mosquito
menace. While the first Metro mass transport
system was introduced in Kolkata in the 1980s,
the next was rolled out in Delhi 20 years later.
Mumbai took 10 more yearsto launch aproject.

So did Bengaluru.

With a population of 1.35 billion, India’s
problem in sum s its lack of effective leadership.
Desi leaders, after the Nehru term, let the nation
down. A few gains here and there kept the show
going inthe years thereafter. What Singapore or
Shanghai achieved in recent decades was due to
effective leadership. Sotoo with Kuala Lumpur
in Malaysia courtesy Mahathir Mohamad. Big
talk from the pulpit is what the Indian leaders
excel at. Fact is, this produces no result. The
other way forward is to give doles or food kits
to the poor and win their votes to continue in
power for a longer term. India suffers from a
leadership crisis. Leadership should pass on to

able hands.

ia'lUts to the Kclitor

School
reopening

Editor,

The decision of many
states to reopen schools after
a gap of nearly 18 months
has created mixed feelings.
Students who were forced
to stay home due to the
Covid-19 pandemic are ea-
ger to return to classrooms.
Parents, on the other hand,
are anxious and apprehen-
sive. As for teachers, they
have to balance teaching
with Covid-appropriate be-
haviour. Reports about the
likelihood ofa third wave of
Covid-19 add to the uncer-
tainty ofthe situation.

Experts are of the view
that closure of schools for
a long time has adversely
affected students’ learning
abilities. The shift from real
classroom teaching-learning
to online mode could not
cater to the needs of all
students. It is worrisome
to leam that small children
have forgotten basics like
writing simple words, do
calculations, recognising

colours and so on. Thou-
sands of students who do
not have digital devices
have no access to education.
Prolonged digital education
has adversely affected the
personality ofchildren. Also,
it leads to psychological
problems. A large number of
them are fed up with online
classes on devices. A large
number of children have
left educationto do different
jobs to help parents. A large
number of children have no
access to nutritious meals
that used to be served in
schools.

While there is an urgent
need to reopen schools, all
measures must be taken
to prevent transmission of
Covid-19. Reopening of
schools must be guided by
careful risk analysis and
epidemiological factors. All
schools in a state or district
need not be opened in one
go. A large number of par-
ents support reopening of
schools but a lot of parents
are opposed to the idea.
School committees must be
formed to oversee reopen-
ing and decision making.

he times they are
a changin’

By Patricia Mukhim

There is a coming of
age in the manner in which
the convergence of pressure
groups happened so seam-
lessly on August 15. Barring
that rifle-snatching incident
and stoning of vehicles - a
natural reaction of anger
and frustration from a youth
population already suffering
from the corrosive spirit of
resentment and victimhood
that is spreading across the
peri-urban and rural land-
scapes of Meghalaya - noth-
ing noteworthy happened.
So Cherister Thangkhiew’s
funeral procession and the
last rites passed off peace-
fully. And iftruth be told, the
curfew and internet ban were
hyperbolic. The youth are
conscious that any disruption
of law and order at thisjunc-
ture would deal a body blow
to the poorest. And they are
among those poorest! From
my humble perspective the
youth seemto have graduated
from the lynch mentality to
common morality and that’s
one huge mountainthey have
scaled.

Meghalaya today is a
disparate state where a large'
section of youth carries an
intellectual inferiority com-
plex combined with a moral
superiority complex. These
two complexities pull them
apart but they also wish to
change things. Only they
don’t know how. There isn’t
a ready-made road map or a
credible leader without any
ambition to ride the political
bandwagon, who can take
the lead. This is the vacuum
that’s crying out to be filled.
Contrary to what we believe,
many ofouryoung people are
notjustthinking butthinking
hard. However, that thinking
is no longer about under-
standing butaboutbelonging.
The youngare not sure where
they belong. The system we
have inplace called the ‘gov-
ernment’seems to have aban-
doned them to their fates. All ¢
around they see a culture of
exclusion ofnon-belonginess
and they don’t know how
to get inside the charmed
circles since they were bom
poor. As Eli Khamarov the
Russian bom English writer
rightly said, “Poverty is like
apunishment fora crime you
didn’t commit.”

On Saturday August 21,
the rifle-snatching youth
who were probably paranoid
about where to keep the
weapons went and threw
them in the Umkhrah River
but not before informing the
Rangbah Shnong of the area
and a section of the media
about this shrewd strategy.
On Monday August 24 the
rifles were found! We could
take a harsh view of these
events or see them as pranks.
But there’s also a certain in-
nocence inthe act. Many will
not agree with my analysis
and a few would even berate
me for my lack ofprescience
but that hardly matters, now
that one sordid part ofAugust
15is givenadecentburial. Of
course, the Scorpiowill have
to be paid for from the public

Schools must devise spe-
cial time tables. If possible
classes must be conducted
in open places instead of
cramped places. Healthcare
workers could be appointed
at schools. Covid-19 symp-
toms must be monitored
and antigen tests must be
conducted at schools.
Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Congress on
revival path?

Editor,

It iswith great delightthat
we heard ofthe appointment
of Mr Vincent Pala, Lok
Sabha MP as the Meghalaya
Pradesh Congress President.
The Congress party has been
without a leader for a long
time now and is beginning
to lose its moorings. Party
workers too have been wait-
ing eagerly for someone to
be appointed so that they
can start the membership
drive and strengthen the
Party at the primary unit.
Party workers need to be

purse. But things could have
been worse.

Then comes August 25
and the public display of
anger against the three mus-
keteers in the Government
was given full play. In Me-
ghalaya, politics assigns a
certain pedigree to the ruling
class. They suddenly forget
where they come from and
where they actually belong.
You can’t blame them for
that. They are ensconced in

the secretariat for several
hours and them return to the
comfort of their homes with
little interface with the rude
realities of life on the ground.
Avideo ofthat wrinkled old
soul who continues to slog
and strain to earn her daily
upkeep is Meghalaya’s real-

.itytoday. Thatvideo hasgone

viral. When she was offered
some money by a kind soul
she was hesitant to accept the
money and had to be coaxed
to keep it. What a wretched
life when seen fromthe prism

I write with due respect to
single mothers (being one
myseip, that this phenom-
enon is incompatible with
social cohesion. Moynihan,
himselfa product of a single
mother household had stated
that a community that allows
lafge numbers of young men
to growup inbroken families
- never acquiring any stable
relationship to male authority,
never acquiring any setofra-
tional expectations about the

fixture- that community asks
for and gets chaos. | can’t
agree more with Moynihan.
The tragedy is that no uni-
versity in the NE Region has
till date studied the impact
of single-motherhood on the
larger thread of society and
also why this issue has never
figured as an election agenda.
This isnot something that can
be resolved by pushing under
the carpet. It has already
blown up on our faces!
Much ofthe belligerence
ofyouth comes from an infe-

As Eli Khamarov the Russian born
English writer rightly said,
“Poverty is like apunishmentfor
a crimeyou didnt commit.

of an ordinary mortal but
there are so many like her
who continue to hope for that
better future. But when?
One of the debilitating
factors about Meghalaya
which is rarely discussed
is the single-parenthood
(mostly single mothers) and
its impact on societal bonds
apart from the psychological
dilemma it poses. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan, US sena-
tor and sociologist argued
presciently and powerfully
that the rise of single par-
ent households would make
poverty more intractable.

enthused and inspired not to
lose faith in the Party. It is
normal for Party workers to
feel dismal when the Party
is out of power but this is
also the time when we can
find out who actually wants
to serve the Party and who
is self-serving. Its true that
many Party workers who are
in business and contractors
are suffering now since all
the contract work is going
to NPP, UDP, HSDPD and
PDF supporters. Most people
support political parties be-
cause they benefit from the
relationship. There are very
few who believe in party
ideology. That is why we
see so many people changing
parties to suit themselves.
These are called fair weather
friends. The Congress Party
must keep note of this and
when it returns to power in
Meghalaya it should make
sure that the people who
were supporting the ruling
party today do not get all the
business.

Politics unfortunately has
become all about business
and this is evident especially
with this MDA Government

riority complex ofnot having
a father to look up to and to
confide in man-to-man. With
all the courage that women
can muster to bring up their
kids single-handedly, sons do
need a father for physical and
emotional security. Several
studies on the topic ofwhy a
father is importantto a child,
have shown that when fathers
are affectionate and sup-
portive, it greatly affects the
child’s cognitive and social
development. It also instils
an overall sense ofwell-being
and self-confidence.

The genesis of Megha-

where everyone is on the
take. At no time in Megha-
laya’s history have we had
so many pending enquiries.
There is the enquiry into the
MeECL Saubhagya scam;
there is pending enquiry
into the Rice scam and now
the judicial enquiry into the
Cheristerfield Thangkhiew
killing. Public memory is
shortand it seems the memo-
ry ofthe Congress MLASs too
is short. They have stopped
talking about the enquiry
into the Power department
scam. It is the media that is
continually reminding the
government about whether
the enquiry committee has
been set up and when it will
start its work.

What about the enquiry
into the Thangkhiew en-
counterkilling? When will it
start? Already 13 days have
passed but we have notheard
the Justice Vaiphei Commis-
sion starting its work? By the
time the Commission starts
working many would have
forgotten the exact details
of the day. After all human
memory is very short.

The Congress has a huge

laya’s problems are teenage
pregnancies which arises
from the fact that the school
drop-out rate is very high.
According to data from Ba-
sic Statistics, North Eastern
Region (2015) which is the
only available data, the drop-
outrate at Class 1-5is 61.0 %
male 55.7 female, Class 1-8
is 72.5 % male and 68.3 %
female and Class 1-10is 78.0
% male and 76.7 % female.
With such ahigh school drop-
out rate and mostly because
the family needs working
members, poverty just re-
invents itself. Girls marry/
cohabit early without fully
understanding what they are
getting into. It’sthe same with
the male. Very soon the bond
fritters and the man moves
away to another woman; so
too the woman or sometimes
she decides to remain alone
with her child/children but
we can imagine the difficul-
ties of bringing up children
in such a situation. Poverty
just replicates but gets worse
with each generation.

The large numberofyouth
who are listless and desperate;
are already out of school but
are unwilling to labour, are
often enrolled into pressure
groups. That’s how you can
have huge numbers turning
up at any event. Those feat
are serious abouttheir studies
or have parents that are strict
with their movements - their
coming and going can never
really give their time and
energy to being in a pressure
group. But there are other
reasons too. These pressure
groups are socially muscular
bodies that wield a lot o fclout
with the government of the
day. It gives the youth who
join these groups a sense of
importance - something they
never enjoyed in their homes
where they are perennially
inseclire.

An essay by Sara McLa-
nahan, Princeton University,
and Christopher Jencks of
Harvard finds that a father’s
absence increases anti-social
behaviour such as aggression,
rule-breaking, delinquency
and illegal drug use. The ef-
fects they found are greater
on boys than on girls.

This article is not about
morality but of a vicious
social problem that has been
part of the Khasi society and
one which neither church nor
other social institutions have
cared to deeply understand
and to heal so that the next
generation does not need
to go through this cycle of
dystopia.

Khasi society today is
haunted by the drugs men-
ace amongst other social
problems. We truly need to
take time off to introspect
on these issues rather than
being obsessed with the kind
of politics we have spawned
where: the corruption of mind
and soul is complete. We have
bred politicians with no moral
fiber to address these pain-
fully, excruciating issues that
many single parents are deal-
ing with on a daily basis.

responsibility to the people
of Meghalaya. They had
elected 19 MLAs in 2018.
This is not a small number.
They must safeguard this
state from all the corruption
that is being perpetrated in
the present government.
They must raise their voices
against the coke units in
Jaintia Hills in the constitu-
ency of their MLA Shitlang
Pale. If the Congress keeps
quiet now it will lose its
legitimacy in the 2023 elec-
tion. Now that the Party has a
President, they must have an
action plan for 2023. Times
flies and before long it will
be time to vote in and vote
outpeople. As awell-wisher
of the Congress may | also
suggest that the Party should
stop paying money for votes.
This is what is destroying
Meghalaya.
Yours etc.,
KT Sawkmie,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

Monetisation plan is handing ew er
public wealth to big business

Stop the sell-out
of national assets
of the country

By Prof. CP Chandrasekhar

Camouflaged in jargon
that speaks of ‘monetisa-
tion of de-risked assets’, the
BJP-led NDA government
has announced its plan to
sell outIndia’s public sector.
In that plan, assets ranging
from roads, ports, airports
and railway track and sta-
tions, through fuel pipelines,
telecom towers, optical fibre
cabling, warehouses, and
stadia, are to be handed over
to big private investors in
return for upfront or stag-
gered payments of around
Rs 6 lakh crore over a four
year period ending finan-
cial year 2025. That sum,
the government promises,
would be usedto create new
infrastructural facilities.

This is not privatisation
argues the finance minister,
but only atemporary transfer
ofrights to revenue streams
from existing and functional
public sector projects in the
infrastructural area to pri-

either higher user charges
for consumers or transfers
from the government to*
fund the gap. In instances
where the revenue stream is
non-existent or limited, the
government’s contribution
will have to be substantial.
A process that is to help
mobilise resources for the
government can suck in
large sums. N
The third is that the pri-
vate sector would demand
freedom to reduce costs to
ensure adequate returns®
Among those costs would
be labour costs, reduction
of which can involve wage
cuts, retrenchment or both.
The role that the public sec-
tor has played as a standard
setter for organised labour
markets is likely to be ur-i
dermined. -T
Finally, there is little clar®

,ity on how the government

yvould ensure that private

LAUNCH OF
NATIONAL HONE"
PIPELINE

vate investors for specified
periods of time. Ownership
remains with the govern-
ment, but user rights and
revenues would be farmed
out to investors for a fee.
There are four issues
that are conveniently side-
stepped here. Thefirstisthat,
since the plan is to ‘unlock
the value of idle assets’ in
the hands ofthe government,
when once-monetised assets
return to the government

®IMIOI I

managers of assets would
provide services of accept*
able quality. Putting in plac§

a regulatory regime for tfig
purpose can be costly aiuj
time consuming, leading
neglect and a decline in tfie
quality of more expensive o
services.

In sum monetisatio&j ;m
while justified as a process J
through which resources fOr \
investment in greenfield ifi*. 1
frastructure projects isto be ’,

“Government may think itselfowner, but it*,
would never manage these assets andprovide,
the services they deliver. It would merely bef< .
encashing thepresumed value ofthose 'f*
assets, which ifpast experience is an indicator
would be kept low to attract investors.” 9

they would be sent back to
market for further rounds
of monetisation. Govern-
mentmay think itselfowner,
but it would never manage
these, assets and provide
the services they deliver. It
would merely be encashing
the presumed value of those
assets, which if past experi-
ence is an indicatorwould be
kept low to attract investors.
And since expected upfront
payments have been an-
nounced before the bidding
starts, the actual sale prices
are unlikely to be very much
higher.

The second, is that the
private sector would need
a guarantee that during the
period itholds, manages and
operates infrastructural as-
sets, receipts fromthe sale of
services would be adequate
to recoup its investment as
well as earn a return which
is lucrative enough to attract
that investment in the first
place. Even if the govern-
ment is still owner, pricing
would have to be commer-
cial and returns attractive.
This can be a problem. In
areas that can indeed yield a
positive net revenue stream,
it may not match private
sector expectations requiring

mobilised, is nothing but a
scheme to expand the terrain
ofoperation ofbig business,
so that the latter can earh
high returns either at the
expense of the consumer or

the State exchequer. It is a

scheme to engineer a trans-
fer of income and wealth

to those at the apex of fee

wealth pyramid.
Shockingly, this scandal-

ous scheme of mortgag-

ing public wealth to fatten

the bottom line of chosetj

business houses would noj
contribute significantly t§

the creation of new assets,

The government claims that
Rs I11 lakh crore will be
invested over five years
in projects included in fee
so-called National Infra-
structure Pipeline. The Rs
6 lakh crore to be realised
from asset monetisation is
only about five per cent of

that. The Modi government

is justifying handing over

wealth created with public

money over decades to big
business to get itselffive p/r
cent of the planned invest-
ment in infrastructure ov/r
the coming five years. This js
nothing but a scam parading
as aplan. (IPA Service) ;'
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Will the past be
repeated?

By Bhogtoram Mawroh

“The power which establishes a state is
violence; the power which maintains it is
violence; thepower which eventually
overthrows it is violence. ”

— Kenneth Kaunda

The Shillong Times
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Sixth Schedule Amendment proposals

THE District Councils in Meghalaya seem
fixated only on the increase in the number of
elected members from 30 to 40 for the Khasi
and Garo Hills District Councils and 34 for the
Jaintia Hills District Council. But the amended
Bill provides for Village and Municipal Councils
in addition to the District and Regional Councils.
Village Councils will be established for villages
or groups ofvillages in rural areas, and Munici-
pal Councils will be established in urban areas
of each district. Further, the District Councils
may make laws on various issued, including: (i)
number ofVillage and Municipal Councils to be
formed, and their composition, (ii) delimitation
of constituencies for election to the Village and
Municipal Councils, (iii) powers and functions
of Village and Municipal Councils.

The Bill also states that the Governor may
make rules for devolution ofpowers and respon-
sibilities to the Village and Municipal Councils.
Such rules may be framed in relation to: (i)
preparation of plans for economic develop-
ment, (ii) implementation of land reforms, (iii)
urban and town planning, and (iv) regulation
of land-use, among other functions.What is
also of significance if that the Bill provides for
the appointment of a Finance Commission for
these states which are under the purview ofthe
Sixth Schedule in order to review the financial
position of the District, Village, and Municipal
Councils. The Commission will make recom-
mendations regarding: (i) distribution of taxes
between states and District Councils, (ii) grants-
in-aid to District, Village, and Municipal Coun-
cils fromthe Consolidated Fund ofthe state, (iii)
and measures to improve the financial position
of District, Village, and Municipal Councils.
This is what is much needed in Meghalaya as
the funds will devolve to the lowest rung of
governance - the Dorbar Shnong etc.

The amendment also seeks to empower the
Finance Commission to make recommendations
on measures to augmentthe Consolidated Fund
ofastate to provide resources to District Coun-
cils, Village Councils, and Municipal Councils
in tribal areas in the four Sixth Schedule states.
Another important aspect is that elections to the
District Councils, Village Councils, and Mu-
nicipal Councils will be conducted by the State
Election Commission appointed by the Gover-
nor. And lastbutnot leastwhatwill stabilise the
Councils isthe disqualification oftheir members
on grounds of defection. This has in fact been
the bane ofall the Councils in Meghalaya where
MDCs migrate en-masse to the ruling party in
the State Government immediately after they
are elected from a particular party and hence
deceive the people who elected them on the basis
oftheir faith in a particular party.

Letters to the Editor

G
T to have organised the rally at
The M aWIaI the national highway which
eplsodes brought vehicular traffic
movement to a grinding halt,
Editor, and kept the commercial

By no stretch ofimagina-
tion can the Mawlai rally of
August 25 be compared to
the failed Tiananmen Square
uprising in China. While the
Chinese protest, initiated by
a few freedom and democra-
cy-loving youth, which was
promptly put down by the
army Killing them all on the
spot, the Mawlai protest was
democratic, peaceful and a
non-violent public outrage
against cold blooded mur-
der by police. The Mawlai
rally where men, women,
old and young participated,
stands out for two reasons:
The choice of location and
expression of open solidar-
ity with the slain leader
Cheristerfield Thangkhiew
and the banned organisation
HNLC. By doing so, the
people of Mawlai have sent
a couple of messages to the
government. First, it was a
well thought out stratagem

areas in town on tenter-
hooks. According to me, the
message is: In Mawlai, our
wishes will prevail and do
nottryto rub us onthe wrong
side. The second message is:
We are brave enough to defy
the consequences, if any,
of siding with the banned
outfit.

The fact that there was
no police posting at Mawlai
since August 14tells its own
story of how the Govern-
ment has chickened out. The
Government has no moral
strength to stand up after the
killingof BahChe. Whenthe
Home Minister first resigns
andthen reneges under pres-
sure, it sends conflicting
messages to one and all. Ifhe
had stuck to his decision, he
would have salvaged some
face. Be that as it may, the
most disturbing trend is that
law and order machinery has
collapsed in Mawlai as was

It was the late 1990°s and
I was in high school. Every
day | would take the stairs
which passed through my
locality on the way to school.
One day coming back home,
I saw a couple of youths
dashing down the stairs.
| sidestepped so that they
didn’t barge into me. Right
after they ran across me, an-
other group of youths carry-
ing clubs were chasing after
them. Up ahead there was a
commotion. Apparently, the
group who ran ahead had
shot the owner of a restau-
rant. | made my way to the
spot where the shooting took
place. Lying unconscious on
the ground was the owner,
a lady in her forties, with
blood streaming from the top
of her head. There were two
versions that were floating

around. The youths who had
killed her had refused to pay
money for the food they had
eaten. Inthe argumentone of
them took out a gun and shot
her. Another versionwas that
this was an extortion attempt
gonewrong. Whatever itwas,
fora young boy like me see-
ing someone | knew being
shot and lying in a pool of
blood was traumatic.

This was the time when
militancy in Meghalaya was
at its peak. Every now and
then you hear such stories
coming out on a regular
basis. All are tragic stories
but one was a particularly
distressing one. This was
about a shopkeeper whose
daughter had been kidnapped
for ransom. Rumours were
floating around that she had
been taken across the border.
Whether he paid the ransom
is not known but she never
came back. Even now the
father can be seen sitting in
his shop. Sometimes I try to
imagine his emotional state
and try to put myself in his
situation. The pain however
is too much. Butthen he was
not alone in it. The times
were such that such stories
were quite common.

A couple of weeks ago

similar experiences. When he
was young he remembered
seeing a body being stuffed
into a drain in his locality.
The victim was an alleged
homosexual. It seems that
the perpetrators were well
aware ofhis identity. Lipstick
was violently rubbed across
the face and the victim was
dressed in women’s clothing
after he was killed. Was it a
victim of another extortion
gone wrong? Or was it a hate
crime which took advantage
ofthe prevailing law and or-
der situation? For the person
who lost his life and the fam-
ily who has to grieve for it
doesn’t matter. The dead are
not going to come back.

But it wasn’t only the

common people who were
losing their lives. Apart from
the police who were fighting
the militants, the militants
themselves took casualties.
There were many encounters
and one whose outcome | saw
with my own eyes.

I hadthis habitofgoing to
the forest to read. The quiet-
ness helped me concentrate.
Itwas a foreston top ofa hill
below whichthe Wah Umka-
liar flows. Now the forest is
gone and theriver ispolluted
beyond recognition. In later
years | would regularly cross
the river and come upon the
road which would take me to
my college. One day | heard
a loud noise. In the distance
across the river | saw black
smoke rise. Making my way
across the river I reached the
spot from where the smoke
originated. On the spot was
a charred body lying on the
bonnet of a vehicle covered
withblood in areas which had
not been burned by the fire.
Around it there were police-
men establishing a perimeter.
The papers laterreported that
the deceased had gone for
extortion but was confronted
by the police. A chase ensued.
The roads are quite narrow

when | was discussing the mand there are some sharp

deteriorating situation in the
State and sharing some ofmy
memories, my friend revealed

reflected in the rifle snatch-
ing incident and the shame-
ful act of police running for
their lives. By all means the
black flag and brandishing
of snatched firearms was a
one-off innocuous incident.
Some journalists and one
political leader have seen
in these developments a
shadow ofKashmir. They are
wide offthe mark. By doing
what they did, the people of
Mawlai (read Meghalaya)
have not necessarily en-
dorsed HNLC's policies and
objectives. They are merely
conveying to the govern-
ment of the day to bring the
culprits to justice or else
face the Mawlai music. The
bottom line is that if the po-
licemen who led the raid are
not subjected to disciplinary
action for overstepping their
brief, there is going to be
heightened pressure in the
coming days. As a peace-
loving citizen, | therefore
urge the Government to act
tactfully and act fast and not
subject the common people
to further sufferings.

turns which if not careful
could lead to a fatal accident.
This seems to have happened.

Yours etc.,
BR Lyngdoh,
Via email

It’s a let down
by politicians

Editor,

Apropos of the report,
“Move no-trust motion:
Congto NPP allies” (STAug
26,2021), as akeenpolitical
observer, | am at a loss for
words to express my amuse-
mentat the desperate attempt
of the Congress to return to
power. Yes, nobody wants
to sit in the cold Opposition.
It is also conceded that the
Opposition should cash in
oh every little opportunity to
catch the ruling side on the
wrong foot. But I think, not
being able to force the issue
sums up the rudderless state
ofthe opposition.

I have no qualms about
conceding that the ruling
coalition has plenty ofblem-
ishes, some quite unheard
of even by Meghalaya stan-

The driver lost control ofthe
vehicle and itmet with an ac-
cidentwhich proved fatal for
one of the occupants.

As the new millennium
dawned upon the State, mili-
tancy started waning and
the law and order situation
improved. Inthe meantime |
had entered University. There
were people from different
parts ofthe region and I made
good friends especially with
those coming from Manipur,
a State torn by many de-
cades of violence. In school
I remembered reading about
the violence in Nagaland and
Manipur in the papers. Now |
was getting to hear afirsthand
aocount of the senselessness
ofitall.

There was a joke about
Manipur in my friend circle.
There were three ways in
which a Manipuri could die:
being killed by the Indian
armed forces, killed by mili-
tants or dying of drug over-
dose. All three were related.
Being killed by militants
either on suspicion of being
an informant or a rival was
quite common. At the same
time, fake encounters were
endemic. Prominent among
them was the ManoramaDevi
Case who was tortured and
killed by the Indian armed
forces. The incident made
national headlines prompting
Meitei women to strip down
in protest. Then there was
the fake encounter exposed
by Tehelka magazine. These
were of course the tip ofthe
iceberg. The fragile law and
order allowed illegal activi-
ties to flourish chief among
them being the drug trade.
Violence and death inevitably
followed. The crux of all is
that the genesis of violence
does not matter. Once it
becomes endemic there is
no distinction between those
who deserve it and those who
don’t. Innocent bystanders
always get caught in it.

When | saw the visual
of the bomb blast in Laitu-
mkhrah | was horrified. In
the video ofthe blast a child

dards. The unbelievable coal
racket involving a cabinet
minister and his office as-
sistants leading to the Police
Department being rid ofthe
minister. That was a first for
the State and the Opposition
did not raise a heckle as was
required. Later, when the
Power scam broke out or
the Rice scam was exposed
by the media, there was no
hard push for cornering the
MDA Government. Why
the Opposition could not
press home the coal racket
for making it a public issue
is simply incomprehensible.
Maybe, because the Opposi-
tion Congress has skeletons
in its own cupboards. Those
living in glass houses pelt at
their own peril, don’t they?
It doesn’t surprise anyone
that the Congress, instead of
moving the no-trust motion
themselves, is asking the
ruling coalition partners to
do so. That’s because Con-
gress cannot move another
no-confidence motion during
the ensuing autumn session
ofthe Assembly as the rules

is seen running towards the
direction where the bomb had
been planted. Fortunately the
child stopped. What would
have happened if the child
had been closer to the bomb?
Maybe we would be reading
about a casualty then. The in-
cident was particularly chill-
ing because | used to frequent
the place. If things had been
different | could have been the
victim. In fact anyone who is
reading this piece could have
been a victim had fate been
any different.

The aftermath of the
bomb blast brought about the
encounter of former HNLC
leader Cheristerfield Thang-
kiew. Whether it is a planned
encounter or an operation
gonewrong is something only
the deceased or the people

involved know, An inquiry
has been setup which will try
to find outthe truth. Whatever
might be the truth, once the
cycle ofviolence begins there
will be casualties on all sides,
those who are involved in it
and those who have nothing
to do with it.

What will happen now?
What will the future bold for
the State and its people? How
do we prevent reliving the
past? One way is not to forget
the past' and remind those
around us about what had
happened. The State of affairs
in which we find ourselves
right out, even if the vio-
lence of the last few weeks,
is ignored is not perfect. The
common people were left to
fend for themselves during
the pandemic. In the state
borderwe have problems with
arecalcitrantneighbour. Now
with the announcement ofthe
palm oil plantations our indig-
enous land rights are also in
danger of being taken away.
There is a need for people to
raise their voice against all
that is wrong but that cannot
be allowed to descend into
violence. Ifthat happensthere
will be no solutions to any
of the problems, except the
destruction of lives whichwill
never be recovered.

Email: bhogtoram.nes-
fas@gmail.com

do not permitmoving sucha
motion twice in six months.
Congress having exercised
that right in the March ses-
sion has no other option but
to let the coalition partners
take the lead.

Yes, the MDA is on a
sticky wicket over corrup-
tion and governance failure,
but the alternative hardly
inspires confidence. Who
wants the same set ofcorrup-
tion-ridden political class?
They say, if you shuffle the
same pack of cards again
and again, you will get the
same results. The State ac-
tually needs a new breed of
politicians willing to break
the shackles of stereotypes.
The million-dollar question
is: Where are they?

Yours etc.,
Pynshngain Jyrwa,
Via email

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

The quirky politics
of development in
Meghalaya

By Dominic Stadlin Wankhar

21st century, Meghalaya
finds itself at the crossroads
in the process of globaliza-
tion, susceptible to changes
and demands to keep pace
with the entire region and
nation. Coming to achieve-
ments and goals, however,
much has been left undone
and unresolved. The attain-
ment of statehood has not
helped in resolving major
faults thereby hindering
the pace of social stability,
peace and development of
Meghalaya. Inter-state and
international border matters
areunresolved agenda. Land
reforms that could usher ina
degree ofeconomic develop-
ment are still complicated to
settle; we also have a host of
other issues like unemploy-
ment, inflation, food and
water insecurity, rights of
women and the disabled,
environmental dangers, a
flawed industrial policy that
gives licenseto companiesto
destroy our forests etc.

Every individual who had
been bom and lived in this
state ponders this question,
‘Why are we lagging behind
in every sphere?’” Should we
blame this on the attitude
of politicians, bureaucrats,
social pressure groups- or
our peculiar system of hav-
ing too many administrative
authorities or eventhe mind-
set of common individuals?
Probably, it would or could
include all the above rather
than just some actors in the
system since we all live
under the same system of
interdependence For the mo-
ment letus stop and question
ourselves. How much have
we'achieved in the past 49
years? This can be gauged
from the way numerous
central and state schemes
have been utilized or have
been actually allowed to go
waste due to such prevailing
selfish attitudes. The reality
here is that in every planning
and implementation, there
exists aparticular group that
hints at benefitting for itself
rather than for the entire
state; one that looks at the
entire concept through anar-
row view instead ofa holistic
one. We must realize that
we do not have community
responsibility and ownership
towards any positive initia-
tive that aims at uplifting
those below.

Take the case ofhow the
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme has pro-
gressed benefitting our rural
folks but not before milch
of the funds are siphoned
offeither atthe village level
or at the official level. The
progress of the various road
infrastructural projects or
even the railhead for goods
and essential commodi-
ties reveal that we are way
behind. And if we were to
take a microscopic look at
the status between targets
achieved and targets pend-
ing in various government
departments, the story 0f49
years will tell us a tale of
their own. The saddest part
here though is that every-
thing is done with a ‘good’
motive, but then the ‘good-
ness’ gets entangled in scams
and scandals leaving every-
one high and dry.

us in the past five years. The
reason isthat ‘personal’rela-
tionships are more important
especially in times of death
orillness. Suchisthe “bond”
of politics in Meghalaya.

Comin%to our politicians
we often hear them going
abroad to ‘promote’ and
‘learn” innovative ways of
governance and develop-
ment. They should in fact
learn from non-Congress
ruled states where the real
beneficiaries are the people.
Experts from the Centre
and elsewhere who come to
our state are not impressed
since they know everything
first hand)./

In reality 49 years of
statehood has been marked
not by progress or develop-
ment but by political insta-
bility and incompetence.
This is reflected in the way
the Assembly sessions are
conducted to failed and un-
resolved issues. MLAs are
elected by the people to
legislate and govern not to
hand out ‘doles.” Donating
blankets, shawls, umbrel-
las, cooking wares, tubs to
even opening a cow shed et
al portrays acomical picture
to the outside world. In fact,
such ‘generosity’is the work
of charitable organizations.
Ifpoliticiansware to indulge
in such professions then they
should be running charity
homes instead of joining
politics. The notoriety ofthis
is that they would add such
acts as a ‘developmental’
achievement oftheir constit-
uency in the government’s
report. Can we take this as a
developmentpackage? How
sad that we have to swallow
everything forced down our
throats even when we know
itstaste. Theneed ofthe hour
is for the state government
to rev up its entire platform
of experts and planners and
start revitalizing the rural
sector which is abundant in
resources but untapped due
to factors best known to the
res"ctived”artm” .

itafePlannipgBoarp.

(SPB) hould have experts
and economists rather than
accommodating every ex-
MLA. The SPB is a classic
example ofanother hiberna-
tion hub. Do we really need
a Planning Board which is
toothless in ensuring that the
government implements its
recommendations. Political-
ly, I would agree with what
a senior Congress leader,
Luizenho Faleiro hacl stated
- that our state politicians
should start thinking of de-
veloping and changing the
face of the state, instead of
thinking for their chair, and
who should or should not
lead the government. Very
rightly said! Every right-
thinking personwould agree
with this view of a senior
politician who knows that
under-development lies not
in lack ofcentral funds butin
instability, unaccountability
and restless politics amongst
various political members.

As long as our society
has narrow inhibitions and
self-centeredness the future
will continue to inherit the
past while others have pro-
gressed. The scale of prog-
ress was somewhat visible

I was not surprised tounderthe political leadership

read in an online magazine
thatthe health situation here
is ‘very poor’ in terms of
infrastructure and delivery
mechanism of the health
department. But will those
in power listen to us? If
yes, then a few noble ones
would be prepared to find
solutions and maybe address
them atthe nick oftime. The
unfortunate part inthe entire
history of Meghalaya is that
corruption is committed
with impunity; and all this
after being called a “Chris-
tian” state where deeds and
words don’t match. Ex-
amples where public money
is spent without account-
ability speaks volumes ofthe
mismanagement, instability
and failing governance. In-
cidentally organizations that
proclaim to uphold social
values and protect the “Jaid-
bynriew’ from transgression
and oppression, rarely come
out openly against such ex-
ploitive attitude by a ‘para
Khasi’ upon another ‘para
Khasi.” Sadly, this term has
been overused for various
political and communal pro-
paganda and continues to be
used till today. During elec-
tion time we tend to forgive
and forget the past vote back
the same people who failed

of Dr. Mukul Sangma with
the Congress Party in full
authority despite the ups
and downs in governance.
Dr Sangma stands out from
all the other CM’s because
he is in a hurry to deliver,
unlike his predecessors.
The speedy delivery mecha-
nism envisaged by the Con-
gress government has seen
some positive results like
the Shillong Bye-pass, four
lane outlay of the national
highway, conceiving of a
medical college, expansion
and upgradation of the Um-
roi airport and development
and research in horticulture.
Today, we stand at the cross-
roads whether to accept sys-
temic changes coming into
our ‘tribal’ social fabric orto
wait and watch till a certain
period for things to happen
while other communities
have overtaken us and are on
their way to economic pros-
perity and development. It
is for us to decide whererwe
want see our state a decade
from now.

(The writer was a recipi-
ent ofthe Avenues Youthlcon
Award 2012 and is also a
Resource Expertwith an or-
ganization based in Megha-
laya Email: dwankhar78@
gmail.com)
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How Charlie
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a little Jazz

n an era when rock drummers

were larger-than-life show-

men with big kits and egos to
match, Charlie Watts remained
the quiet man behind a modest
drum set.

But Watts wasn’t your typical
rock drummer.

Part of the Rolling Stones setup
from 1963 until his death on Aug.
24, 2021, Watts provided the
back-beat to their greatest hits by
injecting jazz sensibilities - and
swing - into the Stones’ sound.

As amusicologist and co-editor
of the Cambridge Companion to
the Rolling Stones - as well as a
fan who has seen the Stones live
more than 20 times over the past
five decades - 1see Watts as being
integral to the band’s success.

Like Ringo Starr and other
drummers who emerged during
the 1960s British pop explosion,
Watts was influenced by the
swing and big band sound that
was hugely popular in the U.K.
in the 1940s and 1950s.

MODEST WITH
THE STICKS

Watts wasn’t formally ttafoetl®oifgs'in' ~hfch Watts’ cohtri*u2'

as a jazz drummer, butjazz mu-
sicians like Jelly Roll Morton,
Charlie Parker and Thelonious
Monk were early influences.

In a 2012 interview with the
New Yorker, he recalled how
their records informed his play-
ing style.

“l bought a banjo, and I didn’t
like the dots on the neck,” Watts
said.

“So | took the neck off, and
at the same time | heard a drum-
mer called Chico Hamilton, who
played with Gerry Mulligan, and
I wanted to play like that, with
brushes. | didn’t have a snare
drum, so | put the banjo head on
a stand.”

W atts’ first group, the Jo Jones

any factors can contribute to your high stress

And elements of jazz remained
throughout his Sto.nes career, pro-
viding Watts with a wide stylistic
versatility that was critical to the
Stones’ forays beyond blues and
rock to country, reggae, disco,
funk and even punk.

There was a modesty in his
playing that came from his jazz
learning. There are no big rock
drum solos. He made sure the at-
tention was never on him or his
drumming - his role was keeping
the songs going forward, giving
them movement.

He also didn’t use a big kit - no
gongs, no scaffolding. He kept a
modest one more typically found
in jazz quartets and quintets.

Likewise, Watts’ occasional use
of brushes over sticks - such as in
“Melody” from 1976’s “Black and
Blue” - more explicitly shows his
debt to jazz drummers.

But he didn’t come in with one
style. Watts was trained to adapt,
while keeping elements of jazz.
You can hear it in the R'n” B of
“(lI can’t Get No) Satisfaction,” to
the infernal samba-like rhythm of
“Sympathy for The Devil” - two

tion is central.

And a song like “Can’t You
Hear Me Knocking” from 1971’s
“Sticky Fingers” develops from
one of Keith Richards’ highest
caliber riffs into a long conclud-
ing instrumental section, unique
in the Stones’ song catalog, of
Santana-esque Latin jazz, con-
taining some great syncopated
rhythmic shots and tasteful hi-
hat playing through which Watts
drives the different musical sec-
tions.

You hear similar elements in
“Gimme Shelter™and other clas-
sic Rolling Stones songs - it is
perfectly placed drum fills and
gestures that make the song and
surprise you, always in the back-
ground and never dominating.

"On the hi-hat, most guys would play on allfour beats, but on the
two and the four, which is the backheat, which is a very important
thing in rock and roll, Charlie doesn't play. It pulls the time back
because he has to make a little extra effort.

And so part of the languid feelof Charlie's drumming comes
from this unnecessary motion every two beats. It's very hard to

do -

to stop the beat going just for one beat and then come back in

.. And the way he stretches out the beat and what we do on top of
that is a secret of the Stones sound."

-m—A1AZZ SETfSTBILrrY
IN A ROCK FORMAT

While the Stones’ most obvi-
ous musical inspiration was the
blues, Watts” drumming had the
fluid yet disciplined tendencies
ofjazz. Few would say he pulled
the Stones in an overtly jazzy di-
rection - this would be something
he would explore more fully later
through side-projects in the 90s,
including a big-band and a jazz
quintet. But his jazz underpinning
would help the band incorporate
other genres into their repertoire,
from reggae to funk, which helped
expand what a rock sound was.

One such sound was the Afro-
Cuban mambo groove, which
he became familiar with via big
band music. This allowed him, as
drumkit historian Matt Brennan

poiAts out, to play seamlessly
alongside conga player Kwasi
Dzidzornu on Sympathy for the
Devil, which opened the landmark
Beggars Banquet album when the
Stones sought to broaden their
palette in the late 60s.

While he was able to stretch
out across genres, Watts’s playing
was uncharacteristically unflashy
for a drummer in a rock band.
Brennan identifies a set of traits
that, in the popular consciousness
anyway, are associated with rock
drummers - being primal, power-
ful, virtuosic and exhibitionist.
On the face of it, Watts displayed
none of these.

Unlike Led Zeppelin’s John
Bonham, he was not an espe-
cially powerful hitter. He lacked
the quixotic flair of The Who’s

Keith Moon, and his playing was
far removed from the complex
virtuosity of the prog-rock and
fusion players who emerged in the
1970s, or indeed, his jazz influ-
ences like Roach.

Self-effacing as well as self-

taught, for Watts, serving the song'

was key.

“l try to help them get what
they want”, he said of Jagger and
Richards. “I don’t think what | do
is particularly difficult. What is
good, though, is that people look
at me and say, ‘Well, I can do
that’”. But doing what he did is
not as eapy as he made it sound.

MODESTY AND
DISTINCTIVE SIMPLICITY

Watts’s hallmarks were sim-
plicity and a feel that provided
both space and a solid base for
Keith Richards’ open-tuned swag-
ger on guitar. The Stones groove
derived from how Watts played
infinitesimally behind the beat,
which Richards has attributed to
his distinctive style, and credited
as foundational to the Stones
sound. t

The Stones, then, relied almost
as much on what he didn’t play -
on the space he left - as on what
he did. Watts himself said, “there
are a million kids who can play
like me”. But it was his decep-
tively difficult and idiosyncratic
playing that propelled hits such
as Honky Tonk Women and Start
Me Up.

In Hohky Tonk Women, this
can be heard in the slight mis-
match between the cowbell and
his drums.. Then again in the
way he subtly pushes the tempo
as the song nears its conclusion,
which make's it simultaneously a
standard rock beat with a tinge
of funkiness - without overt syn-
copation.

“No Charlie, no Stones”, Keith
Richards has repeatedly stated.

(SIX);

His passing will surely test th™t
claim to its limits. Ultimately, ijle
shaped rock and roll by ignoring
its expectations. “Charlie’s goell
tonight, innee”, said Jaggpr aft
the live 1970 album Get Yer
Yas Out. This «as both true, an#
beside the point. Modest, undein-
stated and reliable in a musical
world characterised by volum”,
extravagance and mercurial pY£-
sonalities, Charlie was alwayi
good on the night.

POWERING THE >
‘ENGINE ROOM’

So central was Watts to tfi®
Stones that when bassist Bill Wy;
man retired from the band aft&r
the 1989 “Steel Wheels” tour.it
was Watts who was tasked wijt
picking his replacement. jl

He needed a bass player thjfl
would fit his style. But his choiej
of Darryl Jones as Wyman’s rej
placement was not the only k»y
partnership for Watts. He playSijl
off the beat, complementing Ricfr-
ards’very syncopated, riff-driven
guitar style. Watts and Richards
sSt tKe™grooveTor so many Sfdffjfc"
songs, such as “Honky Toiric
Women” or “Start Me Up.” Ifycjfi
watched them live, you’d noti”
Richards looking at Watts at all
times - his eyes fixated on ffifc
drummer, searching for where tj*6
musical accents are, and matcfij
ing their rhythmic “shots” aiwj
off-beats.

Watts did not aspire to be<d
virtuoso like John Bonham df
Led Zeppelin or The Who’s Keijflj
Moon - there was no drumming
excess. From that initial ja&z
training, he kept his distance froSj
outward gestures. =

But for nearly six decades, fee
was the main occupant, as Rich-
ards put it, of the Rolling StoneS
legendary “engine room.” ;

(Courtesy: The Conversation)

Legs up the wall, temperature changes and minerals

All Stars, were a jazz band.
levels, lack of sleep, and getting sick. But
did you know that all three of these actu-
ally go hand-in-hand? Here's how stress, sleep, and
immunity are linked when considering one's general
well-being.

"Stress, sleep and immunity are closely linked.
When you miss out on sleep, you miss out on time
for your body to recharge and prepare for the next
day. In fact, sleep is quite vital for our cardiovascular
and immune systems to function properly, as well as
our ability to think clearly, learn and retain new in-
formation, and manage our emotions. If an individual
continuously deprives themselves of getting enough
sleep each night, they create more stress on their
bodies physically and mentally, which in turn affects
the immune system, and essentially creates a negative
downward spiral," says Nora Tobin, performance en-
hancement and executive coach, nutrition specialist,
and CEO of Nora's Naturals Coffee.

How can optimising stress, sleep and immunity
improve your professional performance? Here's what
she has to say.

"Other than a strong work ethic and a high level of
drive, your professional performance too, is connected
to your overall health and well-being. Practicing
healthy habits such as getting consistent sleep and
managing your stress, can help you stay healthy and
maintain a strong immune system. When you get into
a healthy routine you will feel more productive and
ready to produce high-quality results that you wish
to see in your professional life."”

Here are Tobin’s top 3 tips for
optimising stress, sleep, and immunity

STRESS RESILIENCE: When the body is under
chronic mental or physical stress, the production of
cortisol becomes unbalanced. This leads to excessive
fatigue, brain fog, and the storage of fat in the ab-
dominal region. In order to produce enough cortisol
to keep going throughout the day, the body pulls from
the thyroid (lowered metabolism).

Guided breathing, vitamin D and adaptogenic herbs

Here’s howto optimise

sleep and

»

. Nim-

balance cortisol (stress hormone) as well as regulates
the amygdala — part of your brain that controls anxi-
ety. Try to incorporate one or all of the below daily.
1-minute Meditation: take an inhale for 3 counts, hold
your breath at the top for 3 and exhale for 3. Repeat
for 1-minute. Vitamin D: The precursor to serotonin
(a feel-good hormone) and strong immune defence
for the body. Get outside for 10 minutes without
sunglasses or try this quality source of Vitamin D
daily. Herbs: Adaptogenic Herbs have been utilised
in India for thousands of years and help support the
body's energy and naturally protect against cellular

Immunity

stress. The top two herbs to utilise to lower stress and
anxiety are Reishi and Ashwagandha. Mix into tea or
water before bed.

sLeepr ENHANCEMENTS: During sleep, cerebral
spinal fluid runs through the brain to clear toxins and
create new neural connections crucial for retaining
inform ation and slowing down aging. This process
is called glymphatic drainage. The lymphatic system
primarily works during sleep so to successfully create
new cerebral pathways and clear waste products, it is
essential to get at least six hours of sleep.

help the body shift into a parasympathetic, nervous
system (rest dnd digest) and out of flight or figlit
mode. o

Lying for 5-10 minutes with legs up the wall wifl'
reset circadian rhythm and improve the body's ability
to drop into deep REM sleep. Simply lie with legs
resting on the wall with feet above hips taking deep
breaths. >

Alternating between hot water and cold in the
shower (20 seconds hot, 10 cold) for two minutes
before bed will greatly improve the body's natural
ability to regulate its own production of melatonin-.*,

ENERGY IMPROVEMENTS: The body has two
forms of energy-burning — glucose and ketones\
When the body is primarily burning glucose, it goes
through rapid spikes in blood sugar, leading to crav-
ings, energy crashes and weight gain. When the bocfcy
is burning ketones, it's receiving steady-state enerjjy
while burning its own fat stores. >1

Interval workouts, whole foods and eating healthy
fat allow the body to burn more ketones for energy
without feeling deprived. This leads to rapid cellular
turnover, efficient weight loss/management, and hig
energy levels all day long. *

Raises post workout oxygen consumption, elevat-
ing metabolism for 24 hours post-workout. The forgi
of training is suitable for all levels, takes less than
20 minutes, and requires no equipment. This allows
the body to burn fat much more efficiently and supply
adequate energy to the brain. Alternate with days pf
low-intensity training like yoga or walking.

Lowering inflammation in the body will optimise
and help sustain energy throughout the day, help fight
off pathogens and generate rapid cellular turnovet
Pick any foods from the attached list to incorporate
daily as well as spices and herbs (the more the bet-
ter).

Shortening the time window of our meals increases
autophagy and allows the body to burn ketones (fat
stores) for fuel instead of glucose. Eating in this
window a few days per week will rapidly increase
cellular turnover, boost irisin and enhance cognitive
function. (IANSlife)
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wn ladiaa tftUts.commissioned by the
in the- late 18th and early 19th
; Indian landscape and people,
DAG will open an exhibition in India
MU extraordinary selection of Company paintings
entirely from the gallery collection. It opens

in'g the delicacy and details of Mughal atelier-
tists with the refinement and rationalisation of
art, the works signify a hybrid Indian art of rare
and exceptional beauty, a style unique to the Indian subcon-
faesc patronage was aJmo&t entirely British. Curated
s TillotsQB, Senior VP Exhibitions and Publications
, it is accompanied by a book that delivers a wide-
of birds through Company paintings, says the

g exhibition features 125 paintings from a
*s, including that of Cunninghame Graham
1810 album of birds from north-east India

with their exag-
geratedly vivid
colours: the Faber
album from 1830
m which the art-
ist's observations
contribute to the
ornithological
studies expounded
in this exhibition.
And lastly, the 4
folios by Chum
Lai of Patna —
"the only one Bri-

ttle never-seen-before 1835

Edward Inge album™.

Together these tour groups illustrate the development of
Compan) paintings through a single genre. The birds depicted
in this exhibition include raptors, game birds, coastal waders,
and many woodland and forest birds, tome very familiar and

Birds have always featured in Indian art. Some geese,

somewhat idealised, endowed with luxuriant crests, appear

in the Ajanta murals. Naturalistic portraits of recognisable
species reached perfection in Mughal art under Emperor Ja-
hangir. Connected developments emerged out of that Mughal
practice in the late 18th century in Lucknow and Calcutta,
where artists worked to commissions from Furopoan patrons..
The pioneering efforts of General Claude Martin, Lady Impey,
and William Roxburgh and their artists inspired others, giving
rise to a larger body of Company painting dedicated to natu-

ral tistory.

Marking a landmark moment of cultural exchange, this ex-
hibition celebratcs the rare amalgamation of artistic practices
from India and Hurope and aims to contribute to ornithologi-
cal studies making this a pioneering exhibition in the cvoK-

ImimhmHM n
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The September Reading list

| f East

of Indian art history undertaken by HAG.

From academic
success and hidden
Indian literary gems
to a bit of marketing

'‘gyan’' and a
bestseller by a
Booker-shortlisted
author, here's your
must read list for the

upcoming month
-a SB r* *"

The Island of Missing
Trees (EIlif Shafak)

rich,magical tale ofbelong-
ing and identity, love and
trauma, nature and renewal,

of '10 Minutes 38 Seconds in this
Strange World'. Two teenagers, a
Greek Cypriot and a Turkish Cypri-
ot, meet at a taverna on the island
they both call home. The. taverna
is the only place that Kostas and
Defne can meet in secret, hidden
beneath the blackened beams from
which hang garlands of garlic and
chilli peppers, creeping honey-
suckle, and in the centre, growing
through a cavity in the roof, a fig
tree. The fig tree witnesses their
hushed, happy meetings; their
silent, surreptitious departures.
The fig tree is there, too, when
war breaks out, when the capital is
reduced to ashes and rubble, when
the teenagers vanish. Decades later,
Kostas returns — a botanist, look-
ing for native species — looking,
really, for Defne. The two lovers
return to the taverna to take a clip-
ping from the fig tree and smuggle
it into their suitcase, bound for
London. Years later, the fig tree in
the garden is their daughter Ada's
only knowledge of a home she has
never visited, as she seeks to un-
tangle years of secrets and silence,
and find her place in the world.

‘Star - Gazing’ .

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Moon sexHe Uranus on your solar return chart and it will give amazing results for
the whole year. These are government victory indicator days. You will have gains
in business. New job offers will come. You wiH ateo fall in love wBi a very special
person. Tine w i pass in fun, frolic and entertainment activities. You wil have high
iidinations towards woik End complete them on time. Your name and fame wiH
Increase. You wH have good understanding with your brothers. This is the time
for dialogue and mutual discussions. You may remain busy in some festival
celebraflon. Your image before others wiH be good. You w» work keeping your
interests in mind. Expenditure and journey are on the cards; Your business
related trips will prove beneficial. Those who are single wi# plan to get married.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

You will have a great time. Your financial position is good. Your
enemies will get defeated. You win put eveiy possfcle effort to
pursue your business and wiH be very successful. You wW have
peaceful days and wiH enjoy the company of your family mem-
bers. It is time to fulfill your personal dreams and ambitions. You

. will also be able to motivate others. Your tasks will get completed

and with the cooperation of your colleagues. You will be willing
to help others and work for them. The time is very favorable for
professional growth. You will also go on a business related
journey. Your government related work will get completed.

Taurus: (April 21- May 21)

It is an important week for you. Those who are in government/
private jobs will get the benefit. Media, arts, glamour, fashion and
creative things will attract you. You wil plan to make a career in
these fields. You wM be busy in preparing (or a major compefflive
exam. You will get serious for a person with whom you have
warm relationship. You can get drawn in love leading to mar-
riage. You will look after your elders in the family. Your sen/ants
will remain loyal to you. You will feel confident and morally
strong. Your health win get better. You win also take care of your
diet You will interact a lot more wtti people and will make new
friends. Even your oid friends wi# help you a lot in time of need.
You wiH have gains in business and win work Carefu

Gemini: (May 22- June 21)

TKS1

Time will yield good results. You will have monetaiy gains. You
win have endurance in abundance. You will also have passion
for your work. You will also focus with dedication and sincerity.
An important person win help you in improving your work. You
wiH look at life from a different perspective. It is time to take a U-
turn for the better. You will have to discard some old habits for
good. You wiH ttius have lot of gains in future. You will be able to
complete your work in time. You wHI share amazing bonding with
your spouse. And will try to improve your relationship with closed
ones. You wiH also buy valuable items for household needs. You
win also discharge your responsibilities very well to the satisfac-
tion of all.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22)

Itis going to be a week which you will enjoy a lot with your family.
Your dreams will get realized and you will do things to your liking.
You wiH get love and affection from your near and dear ones.
Your financial position will get better. You will also have pros-
pects for growth in your work. You will get a chance to woik which
will give you happiness and you wHI get good profit. It is right time
to think about a change in business or woik. You will also feel
some positive changes in yourself. You will not impose your
views on others. Your enemies wit get defeated. Your children
will make progress. You will get success in exams/interview. You
WiH also work to improve your income.

Leo: (July 23- August 23)

»

You wiH make best use of your time and money. You will also
focus on your work and, achieve your aims and goals in life. You
will not believe in show off. You will also balance your woik and
family life. You will also think of taking a break from your work and
spend some quality time with your family. Afterall, you are feeling
exhausted a lot. An important matter related to your spouse will
come up all of a sudden. It could add to your tension. You need
to tackle it with cool mind. Situation is in your favor. You will also
avoid any controversy in your work. You will also plan to start a
new business. New job opportunities will be available for you.
Your relationship with spouse will bring happiness in your life.
Students wiH study with concentration.

Virgo: (August 24- September 22)

Time is veiy favorable for you. You will take up new work and
business and also get success. You will also travel a lot for work.
You w# work with lot of patience and thus in the process will get
lot of success too. You will also be practical in dealing with
people. You will also love to work peacefully. You will also attend
a important meeting. You will have financial gains but there is no
need to run blindly after money. Your needs will be taken care

Sunday, AUGUST29,2021

off. Enemies and opponents will be unable to haitn you. You wiH
get financial help for your business. You win remain devoted to
your partner. Peace and harmony will prevail. You will also
attend a marriage function. You wHI take part in it-enthusiasti-
cally. You will experience mental peace.

Libra: (September 2 3 -Libra 23)

It will be a joyful and peaceful week. You wiH have a good time
at your woikplace and will make progress. Your financial condi-
tion is going to get better. Peace and goodwill will prevail at
home. You will assume new responsibilities. Additional duties
wHI keep you engaged. You will also interact a lot with people.
Contacts with new persons would prove beneficial for you. Work
speed will be fast. Money inflow will be continuous. You need to
remain careful in matters related to heart. Don't rush into deci-
sion related to marriage in a huny. You wiH feel some undue
pressure. Take adequate care Of your health.

Scorpio: (October 24 -, November 22)

Itis time to focus on your work. You will have dfferences with your
seniors. But it is time to keep mutual differences aside and focus
on your goals. Time is gold and you can't affprd to waste it Your
obstacles will get removed and you will march on the road
towards progress. You will also get the guidance and support of
your elders. Your time will be spent in laughter and joy with family
members. You will also have good bonding with your brothers.
A legal dispute will get resolved. You will also have some
differences with your neighbourhood but will nip the evil in the
bud. You will meet old friends and refresh old memories with
them. You will also help the needy ones. Your woik efficiency will
increase.

Sagittarius:) November. 23 - December 23)

You will prepare for some big. occasion. Your presentation is
also going to be terrific and you will win praise from far and wide.
Time is totally in your favor. Whatever things you touch wHI turn
gold. You will also cooperate with your seniors. Your work
efficiency will enhance. You will be able to complete all your
tasks. Your financial position is going to be strong. You win also
develop interest in meditation, yoga and prayers. Your mind will
get dear of doubts. You may have some financial needs and will
apply for immediate loan. You will also get a letter off appoint-
ment. Your efforts will bring all round success. You will have
prosperity and happiness in your life.

Capricorn: (December 22- January 20)

HoT
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Your business will grow. You will get lot of success in your job.
Whatever task you undertake, you will be successful. You will
get lot of encouragement from your bosses. You will have the full
support of your spouse. You will have gains. Your financial
position will be strong. All your fatigue will get removed. Your
disputes with neighbours will get removed. It will give you lot of
peace of mind. Company of your darting will give you lot of
happiness. Property related disputes will get resolved. You will
also plan for a major expansion of your business. You will also
receive a good news. You could also get a promotion. You can
also be transferred and there could be a change of place or
residence.

Aquarius: (January 21- February 18)

>

You will peacefully complete your tasks. Your spouse will care
about your feelings. The change in the weather is not good for
your health. You need to take adequate care to stay fit. Your
children will also give full concentration to their studies. Your
incomplete tasks will also get completed. You will have good
working relationship with your bosses. Income will be good. You
will put in lot of efforts to earn money. The balance between your
work and family life will be great. You will realize life is so simple
only we had made it complex. There will be an improvement in
your ties with neighbors. You will be the main attraction in a
social gathering. Your respect and image will be high. You will
get success in legal matters.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

You will be very busy. If you want to change your job or business,
this is just the right time. Your financial position will remain stable.
You will also remain healthy and fit. You will have no worries in
your personal life and your family will give you full support. It is
time to focus on your goals. In due course, you will feel some
changes in yourself. You will achieve success in your work. You
will also lead a very peaceful life. There will be good bonding in
family ties. Unity in the family will remain. You will also woik hard
to improve your relationship with family elders. Your seniors will
be happy with your woik. You will be able to motivate others. And
provide timely help too. You need to puisUe your dreams and
aspirations with full zeal and zest.

from the Booker-shortlisted aut
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The Year That Wasn’t —
The Diary ofa 14-Year Old
(Brishajain)

en author Brisha Jain's .debut
book is a joumal-style narrative
hlr that chronicles the unprecedented
upheaval of the last few months — a
time when a tiny pathogen brought the
world to a halt. The dated log entries
serve as an incredible reminder of the
day-to-day rollercoaster of the year
that was. The diary handholds read-
ers through the hopeful beginning of
a brand new decade; the tumultuous
confusion of a burgeoning worldwide
calamity; lockdown travails; a death
march that won't halt; coping with the
whole new world ofonline schooling; a
new digital divide; the vaccine race; the
waning of the pandemic's severity and
it's resurgence - all seen through the
fresh lens of the young author.

Million Dollar Logo
(Sudhir Kove)

he book comes from the au-

I thor's belief that the logo of

a company is capable enough

to single-handedly drive the cause
behind it all — the silent backbone
ofthe company. As a logo can make
or break a brand, striving to answer
the questions around designing
the ideal logo for your company,
the book 'Million Dollar Logo'
immerses you into the science

By Ranjan K Baruah

etting a gold medal in the
G recently concluded Tokyo

Olympics has brought new
hopes amongst many young people
when it comes to a career in sports.
Until recently less people thought
sports as a career as we don’t see
many avenues in this area. The fact
is there are opportunities but we
could harness them properly. Get-
ting gold or silver in the Olympics
is not an easy task but this time
Indians have shown that things are
possible. We have seen sportsper-
sons from North East India getting
silver and bronze medals in the
Tokyo Olympics.

We are also aware that National
Sports Day is celebrated on August
29 to commemorate the birth an-
niversary of hockey legend Dhyan
Chand Singh. National Sports Day
is also observed to spread aware-
ness on the importance of sports.
Let us also discuss the day and
sports as a career in India. There
is no doubt that sports can be a
career option in India if we plan
and prepare for the same.

Career in sports is not only lim-
ited to playing any game. Sports
people are there at the same time
sports is also an industry where
we can think of our career. Sports
persons have more advantage to be

behind Logo Analysis citing case
studies of the celebrated logos,
thereby unfolding the secret sauce
that went into catapulting them to
achieve the feat.

Fidelity: How To Create A

Loving Relationship That

Lasts (Thich Nhat Hanh)
manual to finding healthy

and enduring intimacy in
our relationships. In his first

as it is. They tell us that we are
responsible for what we do or do
not do. In these handpicked sto-
ries from various Puranas, folk-
tales and other renditions, Author
Kanupriya Ajitsaria traverses a
vast span across the four yugas,
through various lands and the
protagonists belonging to various
age groups.

5 Mantras
(Chandan Deshmukh)

book on intimacy and healthy sexu-

ality, Zen master Thich Nhat Hanh
teaches us how to love our partners
and nurture our relationships and
how to walk the path of love past
anger and disappointments while
practising gratitude and apprecia-
tion. Thich Nhat Hanh is one of the
best-known Zen Buddhist teachers
in the world today.

Hidden Treasures of India:
Folktales & Stories from
Puranas
(Kanupriya Ajitsaria)
he knowledge of our civili-

sation comes to us in the
form of stories; stories

his self-help book from the

I author of '6 Secrets Smart
Student? Don't Tell 1fou'

and '7 Dream Jobs and How to
Find Them', gives various tested
methods and tips to smart studying
and achieving academic success.
It teaches and sets goals for all
future school and college toppers
and provides a step-by-step method
that will help to retain information,
revise and apply. Success holds
different meanings for different
people, but the feeling of wanting
success is universal: However,
most' students end up being their
own greatest enemy when they
start comparing their life stories
with others' achievements. In this

from the Puranas, from RawmeH-researched self-help book,

yana, folktales, and many other
sources. These stories regale,
teach, leave us mesmerised, and,
ultimately teach us to take life

in the sports industry if they know
about it well. There are academies
and institutes that promote sports
and physical education. Sports uni-
versities and institutes like Laxmi
Bai National Institute of Physical
Education (LNIPE), National In-
stitute of Sports have contributed
positively when it comes to career
in sports in India.

When we talk about career
options in sports management
then few terms that come to us
include MBA in Sports Manage-
ment with more focus in areas like
Sports Marketing and Sponsorship
Manager; Sports Development
Manager; Sports Event Manager;
Sports Analyst; Sports Communi-
cation Manager; Sports Consultant;
Sports Operations Manager, etc.
Many of us are unaware of these
courses or avenues when it comes
to the North East.

One of the promising careers
related to sports can be sports
psychology which can be opted by
aspirants having masters’ degree in
psychology.

Some courses related to sports
are - Diploma in Sports Medicine,
Diploma in Sports Coaching,
Diploma in Sports Management,
Diploma in Sports Science &amp;
Nutrition, B.Sc in Physical Educa-
tion, Health Education and Sports
Sciences, Bachelor of Physical

Chandan Deshmukh unpacks five
simple and insightful mantras,
which are easy to put into action
from Day 1

education, Bachelor of Arts (BA)
in Sports Management, B.Sc in
Sports Science, B.Sc in Sports and
Recreation Management, Bachelor
of Sports Management (BSM),
Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion (BBA) in Sports Management,
Master of Physical education, M.Sc
in Sports Coaching, Post Graduate
Diploma in Sports Medicine, Post
Graduate Diploma in Sports Man-
agement, Post Graduate 'Diploma
in Sports Business, MBA in Sports
Management, Master of Sports
Management, M.Sc in Sports Sci-
ence, etc.

It is not necessary to be an ex-
pert in any games to be successful
in the field of sports as a career.
This year’s performance of India
in the Olympics is encouraging and
more young people may enter the
field of sports and build their ca-
reers. There is no doubt that sports
opened up many career opportuni-
ties for young talents in India. To
become a sports pefson, having a
talent in the chosen sport is very
important. Along with endowment,
strong willpower and perseverance
is needed.

(The author is a career men-
tor and skill trainer and can be
reached at 8473943734 or bkran-
jan@gmail.com for any career
related queries)
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“It's not enough that we do our best;

sometimes we have to do what's required.

— Sir Winston Churchill
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NMP and uncertain times

THE National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP),
a four-year plan introduced recently by the
NDA Government involving a huge sum ofRs
6 lakh crore involves taking calculated risks.
The idea, it is stated, is to “unlock the value in
brownfield projects” by engaging the private
sector through transferring to them the rights
—not the ownership -- in various projects and
using the funds that accrue for strengthening
the national infrastructure. The Public Private
Partnership (PPP) mode in investments is be-
ing tried on a larger scale. Roads, railways and
the power sector assets constitute over 66 per
cent ofthe total estimated value ofthe assets to
be monetized. The balance 34 per cent would
involve telecom, mining, aviation, ports, natural
gas and petroleum product pipelines etc. The
PPP system has proven to be better compared
to the misrule of PSUs by politicians and bu-
reaucracy because there are better checks and

balances.

The claim by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is that the revenues that would ac-
crue from this initiative will give'a big boost
to the economy. She claimed that it would add
value in terms of infrastructure build-up and
explore innovative ways ofprivate participation
without a transfer ofthe government’s owner-
ship of these entities. She stressed no land is
involved in this initiative, and that the reference
is to brownfield projects where investments
have been made but the assets thereofare lan-
guishing or under-utilized. Optimum utilization
is envisaged. The claim from the government
is also that this is a globally tested model for
development and that these assets will be of-
fered as “concessions, as rights to operate and
returned to the state after a given period.” This

is easier said than done.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s eminentre-
sponse was that the Modi government is selling
off India’s strategic assets built over the past
7Qyears to the present di“ensatfb|S’|*ottjes:

Governments come arid'go every'five*years!J

The commitments that the present government
makes in respect ofthese deals could, in the end
result in advantaging the private sector. Those
holding power are, admittedly, less smart than
the business sharks. See the way they looted
banks and scooted from the scene and kept
cocking a snook at the government from safe
havens abroad. Cases go on and on in courts,
and dragging is the name ofthe game. The na-
tion is into uncertaintimes. There is a sense that
the government is taking extreme measures to
raise funds and adopting shortcuts because it is
not able to manage the national economy which
is already battered by the pandemic.

6 Letters to the KditO immm—

Misogynistic

view of women

Editor,

In the recent weeks, the
state especially the capital
city Shillong has seen a lot
of protest again the alleged
fake encounter against the
former General Secretary of
the banned HNLC. While
many comments have been
made on the said police ac-
tion. I however, would like
to draw the attention of the
readers to the statementmade
by Donbok Kharlyngdoh in
the protest at Mawlai where
the speaker had stated that if
the Home Minister does not
suspendthe cops involved in
the alleged fake encounter,
the people of Mawlai have
prepared a ‘Skirt’ for the
Home Minister. What on
earth does the speaker mean
to convey by such sexist and
misogynistic statement? As
a Khasi woman | am ap-
palled by such a statement. A
simple understanding ofthis
statement would convey that
the speaker means to say that
if the Home Minister does
not dare to suspend the cops,
he isweak and therefore they
have prepared a skirt ready
for him; which implies that
the speaker thinks that skirt
wearing people (women
folk) are according to him
weak (Kaei phi mut ban ong
hah Donbok Kharlyngdoh,
ba ki kynthei Khasi ki dei
kiba tlot bor?). This, | feel
is a despicable statement that
should be condemned by all
Khasi women. Is not this

akin to a Taliban mentality
where women are regarded
as weaker and lesser people
compared to their male coun-
terparts? I wonder if he holds
the same view towards his
mother, wife, daughter, sis-
ters, aunts etc.

Women in our society and
elsewhere have to work hard
to be where they are, to allow
such people with such cow-
ardly, misogynistic mentality
to get away withmaking such
abhorrent statements against
women of our society and
women in general . This
should be condemned by one
and all.

Yours etc
LRapsang
Shillong - 8

Oil palm
will upset the

environment
Editor,

The past 100 years have
witnessed the major inju-
ries being inflicted upon the
most beautiful planet in the
solar system. We have in
fact senselessly punctured
mother earth in pursuit ofour
selfishambition. We only felt
important to respond to our
base impulses of greed. We
never gave a second thought
to the consequences of our
ceaseless exploitation of the
earth's crust. Has the deep
rat-hole mining not already
disfigured many parts of
Jaintia Hills resulting in a
number of tragedies in the
recent past? It calls for sin-

Buckwheat - where
bucks can begin!

People ofthe state - espe-
cially those fromthe Khasi &
Jaintia Hills are aware ofthe
commonly found plant Ja-
rain. Most considerthis plant
to be an invasive weed, while
some use its sour leaves in
the local cuisine. Prima facie
the utility ofthe plant seems
to end there. But there is a
lot more to learn about this
family of plants, botanically
known as Fagopyrum species
under the family Polygo-
naceae. Ofparticularinterest
to us in Meghalaya is a sister
plant of Jarain - scientifi-
cally Fagopyrum esculentum,
and commonly known as
Buckwheat. This article
seeks to create public aware-
ness about the commercial
and nutritional potential of
Buckwheat for undertaking
cultivation in Meghalaya.

Buckwheat is neither na-
tive to, nor found in the wild
in Meghalaya. Since the
ecology of the K&J Hills
seems to favour Jarain (F.
cymosum) extensively, it is
reasonable to assume thatthe
other members ofthe family
should also grow well in our
state. Even as we are testing
out this assumption in a few
fanners’fields in East Khasi
Hills and Ri Bhoi districts
even as | write this article, |
think the time to elaborate the
reasons as to why we should
look at Buckwheat more
seriously is now. Hence, this
effort.

Tobeginwith, Buckwheat
is apseudo cereal, somewhat
like Quinoa. While it is a
good source of carbohydrates
like Rice and Wheat, it has
more protein than both, and
has no gluten at all. Since it
has a low-medium Glycemic
Index (55) as compared to
Wheat (75) and Rice (73),
the benefits of Buckwheat
with respect to maintain-
ing the blood sugar levels
are now widely known and
thus it becomes a good op-
tion for pfopl*jjgtdi type 2
diabetes. Itsamino “cids are
very balanced, it isfnch m
minerals, vitamins and other
bio-active compounds and is
increasingly being deemed
as a superfood by the global
dietitians.

From a farmer’s perspec-
tive, the advantages of cul-
tivating the Buckwheat are
manifold. It is a short-dura-
tion crop, (about 3 months),
rain-fed, and suitable for
marginal and low-fertile soils
of Meghalaya. Most impor-
tantly, the cost of cultivation
is low because no chemical
inputs are required. The plant
is suitable for pollinators
like honey-bees because of
its copious flowering. Buck-

cere soul-searching.  Since
prudence and greed are in-
versely proportional, we have
totally lost our own sanity in
the process. Are we—the so-
called academically qualified
people, not fully responsible
for all the ecological mess
and the change of climate
now? We hardly can dis-
criminate right from wrong.
This present controversial
plan of oil palm “monocul-
ture” in the Northeast could
be another recipe for disaster.
It may go against the natural
rhythm ofbiodiversity.

Let me draw an analogy
for a layman's understand-
ing. What if we start eating
“ghee only” as our principal
food for a longer period of
time? What will be its im-
pact upon our bodies though
it’s one of the very rich and
nutritious milk products? It
will certainly lead to various
health complications, apart
from indigestion. Even if
we would be able to digest
the ghee, the body will still
be lacking many other min-
erals and vitamins leading
to various malfunctions in
our internal system. Nature
requires us that we take va-
rieties of “locally” produced
vegetables, fruits, cereals as
our balanced food for healthy
living. Perhaps that is why
bio-diversity is the funda-
mental characteristic in the
“body of creation”. We have
honeybees, we have butter-
flies but we also have pesky
houseflies, cockroaches and
mosquitos. If the honeybees
are so useful then why are

ByKN Kumar

wheat honey is rare to get
and is very expensive, so an
additional source of income
can be created to Buckwheat
farmers by making some
small additional investments
in skilling them inapiculture.
That is what we are attempt-
ing through the KVK, East
Khasi Hills district. >
As is always the case,
whenever we seek to intro-
duce a new crop, we ought
to be very certain about the
market for the fresh produce
and the potential for process-
ing opportunities. Such a
market survey helps us in de-
ciding where we should pitch
ourselves as a state, to avoid
any potential farm distress.
Our study revealsthat Indiais
anetimporter of Buckwheat.
India imports about 628 met-
ric tonnes of Buckwheat
every year, mostly as finished
products. Russia, with an
annual production of about
80000 M.T is the largest
producer in the world, while
Japan is the largest importer
and imports more than 42000

M.T. annually. The made-
in-Japan Buckwheat Soba
noodles are a hot global prod-
uct. Buckwheat is marketed
as grain (whole seed), the
dehulled groats (the kernel),
flour, bran andthe husk. Even
the husk is,use
pillows.jicrgi“gjgpes i
because thepotential of the
plant as animal io4der is
also sufficiently researched
upon. Considering that India
is an importer of Buckwheat,
we may be in a position to
do some import substitution
while parallelly exporting to
countries like Japan, whose
demand, we learn, is insa-
tiable.

Meghalaya can emerge
as a leading buckwheat pro-
ducer of the country if we
look at the crop seriously, in
part because only two states
Uttarakahand and Himachal
Pradesh are currently cul-
tivating Buckwheat and on
the other, Meghalaya’s tem-

there less or not apparently
useful insects, sbme are very
poisonous? Yes, there are
a lot many complex things
around than that meet our
eyes.

Thewidespread plantation
of Qil palm at a whim will
surely invite various natu-
ral catastrophes as pointed
by scholars such as Toki
Blah, Patricia Mukhim and
others. A NEHU research
scholar Clarissa Giri deeply
laments how the extensive
monoculture might upset the
ecological balance. | daresay,
the infinite creation of God
cannot be understood by our
finite minds. However, we
can heave a sighofreliefnow
that our Member of Parlia-
ment, Agatha Sangma has
sent a letter to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister citing grave
environmental fallout due to
the extensive monoculture
of palm oil in the Northeast.
In one chorus all should
lend support to Ms Sangma.
Moreover, this oil palm is not
endemic to Northeast India
either as tea to Assam and
Daijeeling, Unlike anything,
it is going to adversely affect
the terrestrial ecosystem,
wildlife integrity and much
more.

Here one strongly feels
that we should not turn deaf
ears to what has beenwarned
by our learned environmen-
talists. Let’s listen to the
siren of climate change with
utmost seriousness. Our sin-
cere efforts in adopting every
possible measure to chill
down the surging heat of

peratures ofbelow 30 degrees
centigrade are highly con-
ducive for the plant growth
and flowering. The plant can
tolerate the acidic conditions
of our soils while also being
cold and drought tolerant.
Therefore, it may be suitable
for the transition stage plant-
ing beginning late August
and can continue till Febru-
ary/March. Ifsystematically
planted, two crop cycles can
be taken up between August
and May. Also, buckwheat
can be grown in abandoned
soils due to mining, and
therefore, useful for phytore-
mediation. We have all the
critical ingredients necessary
for cultivating Buckwheat,
so, the idea of growing the
crop as a component of sus-
tainable agriculture in an
ecologically fragile state
like Meghalaya is worthy of
exploration.

. Now, let me update you
about the trials conducted at
the KVK, East Khasi Hills.
We learnt a few lessons
through these trails - chief

among them being that the
plant cannot tolerate heavy
rainfall. So, no plantation
shouldbe done during Kharif
season. We can safely rec-
ommend that the farmers
may begin planting post the
harvest Ofthe Kharifcrop or
during HtgtrimSittofrtfeWMW&i
mKharif Mid Rabi. Based <01
the trials conducted during
the Rabi season the crop
planted during the first week
ofFebruary gaveus ayieldof
about 300 Kgs/acre while in
the secondtrial that was start-
ed in the first week ofMarch
the yield almost doubled to
about 590 Kg/acre. The KVK
has now commencedthe next
round oftrials inthe farmers’
fields with planting done in
the last week of August, to
study ifthe plant can dojust
as well, during the transition
between Kharif and Rabi.
Even as the trials are going
on, the Farmers’ Commis-
sion assured the farmers that
it will buy-back whatever

global warming will be the

"greatest gift to our kids". We

should learn to make peace

with the ecosystem, not with
the wallet.

Yours etc.,

SalilGewali,

Shillong

Conflicting

court verdicts

Editor,

The Latest verdict of the
Chhattisgarh High Court
that sexual intercourse by a
man with his wife is not rape
evenifitisby force oragainst
her wish has sparked off an
intense debate overthe legal-
ity of marital rape. Section
375 ofthe IPC defines rape
as, “non-consensual sexual
intercourse with a woman”.
However, in India the hus-
band is exempted from any
penal consequences if he
forces intercourse on his wife
without her consent.

Different views of High
Courts in India on the le-
gality of marital rape have
often confused people. Re-
cently, the KeralaHigh Court
ruled that marital rape could
be considered grounds for
divorce. The Chhattisgarh
High Court, on the other
hand, does not presume that
sexual intercourse by a man
with his wife using force or
against herwill isnotrape. In
2018, the GujaratHigh Court
observed that non-consensual
intercourse by a husband was
not rape. The Delhi High
Court observed in the same
year that marriage did not

quantities of Buckwheat they
produce to insulate them from
the market risks. Besides,
we will need the seed for
area expansion. Buckwheat
seed is not that easy to get
in large quantities. Even the
initial Buckwheat seed ofthe
variety VL-Ugal-7 was given
to us gratis by a very commit-
ted ICAR scientist Dr. Arun
Pattnayak, from Almora,
which we are now multiply-
ing through the KVK.
Before | conclude, | want
to flag the various entrepre-
neurial opportunities in buck-
wheat. Whilethere are several
products that can be made and
marketed with Buckwheat,
1 will just pick one product
viz., the Buckwheat noodles,
for discussion. The noodles
made out of Buckwheat flour
can be avery good alternative
to the conventional noodles
that are made with maida
(refined wheat flour). Wheat
flour loses fibre, Vitamin
B, and Iron in the refining
process. Worse, obesity, type
2 diabetes, insulin resistance
and elevated cholesterol are
attributable to the regular and
high consumption of maida.
The noodles market in
India is a Rs. 10,000 crore
business and is said to be
expanding at a compounded
annual growth rate of 5.6%.
Wai Wai, the popular brand
based out of Assam and Ut-
tarakahand, has established
a very wide consumer base
in the North-eastern states,
and according to one report it
earns 50 per cent of its total
revenues fromthe region. The
noodles business inthe North-
eastis onahigh growthmode.
To my mind, this growth is
coming at a cost to the health
of the people. We can easily
substitute the maida based
noodlesto buckwheat-centric
noodles - a much healthier
option fra- the people of the
region. And, Meghalaya can
be central to this because we
have a head-start and com-

~>mercial production canstart:
.vdry soon if the maricstrfor:

the value-added products is
also tied-up. There are other
I iz., buckwheat
pillows which
highly valued in Japan,
i ding properties,

s, buckwheat honey, etc.

curious mind intent on entre-
preneurship. And, bur farm-
ers will benefit immensely
when local entrepreneurship
joins hands with us. If you
can forgive my rhetoric a bit,
bucks canactually beginwith
the Buckwheat. Any takers?
(The writer is Chairman,
Meghalaya Farmers’ (Em-
powerment) Commission)

mean consent and that both
men and women had the right
to say “no.” People lookto the
Supreme Court for protecting
the rights of women. Sadly,
the Supreme Court failed
miserably to do so. What the
judiciary has done to protect
women’s rights in relation to
marital rape is raise the age of
marriage to 18.

It is ironic that in India,
where women’s rights and
gender equality are burning
issues in all domains, marital
rape is not criminalised. It
must be understood that the
governments and the judi-
ciary in the countries where
marital rape is criminalised
have more sensitivity towards
women’s problems and their
rights. Successive govern-
ments have shown no will or
interest in women’s right to
their bodies after marriage.
Our law makers must under-
stand that a marriage is not
a licence for the husband to
rape his wife, In fact, forced
sexual intercourse by a hus-
band is an offence just like
any other physical violence
by a man against his wife.
Although the Constitution
guarantees equality to all,
Indiancriminal law discrimi-
nates against women.

Yours etc.,
Venu GS,
Kollam

Articles and letters ap-
pearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

buckwheat bread, bakery

etty long for a

(SIX)

must be remembered,
not derided

By Gary Marbaniang

| asked five Khasi woman
recently: my mother, my sis-
ter, my niece and two of my
colleagues about Wickliffe
Syiem. No one had any idea
whatsoever about,who he
was. My niece said that he
was a former Chief Minister
and my sister said that he
was one of the leaders of
the Hill State movement.
My mother and my two col-
leagues bluntly replied that
they has no idea.

I wrote a snapshot about
him but I didn't mention who
he was. Wickliffe Syiem was
the heir to the chieftainship
of Hima Nongstoin. After
he completed his education
he came back to his chief-
tainship and he co-ruled
Nongstoin as deputy chief-
tain (Syiem Khynnah) with
his Uncle, Sib Singh Syiem
as the chieftain. At the time
of Itidia's Independence,
the Indian leaders came 'up
with a plan to integrate the
princely states into the In-
dian Union. There were 562
princely states in India at the
time of its independence.
The Indian leaders moot-
ed the idea of categorising
the Khasi chieftainships as
princely states and they did
that. There were 25 Khasi
States at the time of India's
Independence. So began the
process of integration. The
then Governor ofAssam, Ak-
bar Hydari acting as a Crown
representative convinced the
Khasi Chiefs to signed the
Standstill Agreement on July
16,1947 inwhich aperiod of
two years was given to the

oA the envoy issued an
order prohibiting Wickliffe
Syiem from entering Nong-
stoin and upon hearing the
news that his uncle had
relented and signedthe 10A,
Wickliffe Syiem immedi-
ately wrote to Jawaharlal
Nehraurging him to instruct
the Regional Assam govern-
ment to stop their illegal
activities in his chieftainship
but all his peaceful efforts to
regain back rulership of his
kingdom came to naught.
When all his peaceful ef-
forts failed, he vowed to
never set foot again in his
Hima. He eventually made
East Pakistan later turned
Bangladesh hishome and he
never returned to Nongstoin
until his death.

His tragic life story de-
serves to be made into a
movie. Itwould be cinemati-
cally beautiful and tragic at
the same time if displayed
on flie silver screen. If Hol-
lywood can make a movie
about William Wallace, the
famous Scottish knight then
why can't Bollywood or the
Khasi film Industry make
a movie about Wickliffe
Syiem. Wickliffe did not try
to adopt guerrillawarfare to
fight a bloody war against
India; for this reason alone
he must be applauded. It
would have ended in blood-
shed and suffering for the
Khasi people. He tried to
fight with his beautiful mind
andthe pen butitwas infruc-
tuous. He accepted his fate
and the fate of his people
and died a peaceful death

“Wickliffe Syiempassed out with a degree in
engineeringfrom then Bombay University.in
the 1930's. It's unconfirmed but it was said
that he even completed hispost engineering
degreefrom London.”

Khisi .C&fgjto*jwOTK qufa*=on!Q#obet.21, 1988

viable piln5for fSfmulatiifg’~

the terms and conditions for
the Khasi States to accede to
India. Then without warning
and like abolt from the blue,
Akbar Hydari acting as a rep-
resentative ofthe Indian gov-
ernment came back within a
period of four months and
he made the Khasi Chiefs
signed the Instrument of
Accession (loA) on 15th
December, 1947 supposedly
with a veiled threat of the
consequences of not signing
the 10A. The two-year time
period agreed upon in the
Standstill Agreement was
therefore not respected.

Six Khasi chieftainships
refused to sign the IoA and
Nongstoin was one ofthem.
Then under the rulership of
Wickliffe Syiem andSib Sing
Syiem, Nongstoin declared
independence from India on
13 January,1948. On March

7, 1948 Akbar Hydari, the.

then Governor ofAssam sent
an envoy named G P Jar-
man, Dominion Agent with
a platoon of Assam rifles
personnel to Nongstoin to
convince Sib Sing Syiem,
Wickliffe Syiem's Uncle
and ruler of Nongstoin to
sign the Instrument of Ac-
cession. Wickliffe Syiem
was out of station when this
envoy entered Nongstoin.
Sib Sing Syiem refused to
budge forawhile. Seeing his
resistance the envoy decided
to threaten him. He also is-
sued an order prohibiting
him from leaving Nongstoin
until a final settlement is
reached. Sib Sing Syiem
was a dedicated member of
the Presbyterian Church. At
that time Sib Sing Syiem
was duty bound to attend a
church meeting as a faithful
member of the church in the
village of Rikhen in present
day Nongkhlaw. Upon hear-
ing ofthe news that Sib Singh
Syiemhad left Nongstoin, GP
Jarman took it as a sign of
rebellion and sent the Assam
rifles platoon to arrest him.
Sib Sing was captured and
brought back tp Nongstoin.
Sib Sing Syiem finally re-
lented. He signed the Instru-
ment of Accession on March
19,1948. His ministers urged
him to sign it because they
feared for his life and they
didn't want their chiefto die
undignified

After the signing of the

plains of Bangladesh. /

What makes Wickliffe
Syiem stand out from the
crowd is that he didn't have
blood in his hands. He was
the most peaceful of all the
rebels who fought against
the Indian State. | think this
can be attributed to hijn
being the son of a pastor
and secondly because he
was highly educated. After
his uncle, Sib Sing Syiem
signed the loA he sent a
telegram to the Secretary
General of the United Na-
tions oil March 24, 1948
informing him about the
unfortunate developments
in his Hima and urged the
United Nations to liberate
his people from Indian rule.
He even went to the United
Nations headquarters in
New York to plead his case
as the rightful rulerofHima ;
Nongstoin but he didn't suc-
ceed. Later on in his life |
think he acceptedthe fate of
his Hima and his people and
was resigned to the fact that
there was no pointinfighting
a losing battle.

While living in Bangla-
desh he worked as an engi-
neer. Initially 1 thought his
engineering degree went
to waste. TTie saddest part
about his life was the phase
where he went through an
existential crisis. My fa-
ther's uncle passed out from
Scottish Church College in
Kolkata with a BA degree
in the 1950's and when he
returned home to his vil-
lage, everyone was in awe
of him. Wickliffe Syiem
passed out with a degree in
engineering fromthen Bom-
bay University in the 1930's.
It's unconfirmed but it was
said that he even completed
his post engineering degree
from London. One can only
imagine the reception he
got in Nongstoin when their
bright and brilliant future
ruler finally returned home.
Any person is bound to go
through an existential crisis
if one goes through such
highs and lows in life. He
gave it all up(fame, money,
position) because he never
budged from his principles.
There has never been a
Khasi leader ever since and
there probably never will
be again.

Trivia: Wickliffe Syiem
was also a football and a
hockey player par excel-
lence.
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MDA Govt playing mind games
THERE are three judicial inquiries instituted by the
Government ofMeghalaya on (a) the MeECL Saub-
hagya scam (b) the Rice scam and (c) the encounter
killing of forma™ HNLC General Secretary, Cheris-
terfield ThangkhiewonAugust 13 last Otherthanthe
media, no political party, iskeento follow14) onthese
inquiriesandtofind outtheiroutcomes. Itsnormal for
thecoalitionpartnersinthe presentMDAGovemment
to want to give all three inquiries a decent burial. But
what about the Congress - the main oppositionparty?
The Congress attacks the MDA Government in fits
and startswhichisbothinconsistentand vimsystermatic.
If the Congress was serious about safeguarding the
interests of the state and people, it would have used
its resources to ferret out the truth in these various
scams. Politicians in the Opposition know the modus
operandi ofthose in the ruling conglomerate and it’s
notdifficultforthemtotracktherotinthe system. The
newMeghalayaPradesh Congress Chiefand Shillong
MP, VincentPala, hadtoldthe mediathatcoal bearing
trucks are paying Rs 120 lakh each for free and safe
passage fromMeghalayato Assamandbeyond. They
wereearlierpayingRs60,000forthe same service. The
higherthe paymentthemore coalthetrucks cany. They
are now carrying upwards 0f40 tames pertruck. No
wonder the Baileybridge atDwar-U-Ksuid, Umroi is

constantly breaking down.

The Governmentwill continuetoplay mindgames
with the public which has a short memory. But the
media has to keep reminding the Government that it
cannot manipulate peoples” minds through the most
used mind-gametactic- thatofdiverting theirminds
to other issues so that they will forget the core issues.
On August 5 last the Government announced that a
retiredjudge ofthe MadhyaPradeshHigh Courtwould
inquire intothe Rice scam. It is notknown ifthis one-
man Inquiry Commission has since proceeded with

those involved have been questioned. In Hie interests
oftransparencyitisthe Government’sresponsibilityto
informthe public onthe status o fthese inquiry Com-

mittees/Commissions.

On Hie Cherister Thangkhiew killing case Retired
Justice, T\&ipheiwho heads boththe Meghalayaand
Assam Human Rights Commissions, was appointed
by the GovernmentofMeghalayaonAugust20lastto

but here too the public is in the dark as to whether the
Commission has begun its woik and questioning of
witnesses has started. Why this aversion far transpar-

ency?

Il.titers to llu' Kililor

Appointment
of Head of
the Judicial
Inquiry -
Some questions

Editor,

The ‘encounter killing’
of ex-militant Cheristerfield
Thangkhiew on August 13
, 2021 compelled the Gov-
ernment of Meghalaya to
announce the setting up ofan
IndependentJudicial Inquiry.
Subsequently, the Govern-
ment also announced that
it would be headed by the
Chairman ofthe Meghalaya
Human Rights Commission(
MHRC). Earlier , MHRC
had on its own announced
that it had taken suo-moto
cognition of the incident.
Few probing questions have
arisen.

An Independent Judicial
Inquiry means independent
of the Government and in-
tended for a specific purpose
and for a specified period.
Its report is expected to be
totally independent. Its terms
and conditions like monetary
remuneration, allowances,
secretarial support, perks
etc., are separate and framed
for a specific purpose and a
specified period. MHRC is
a quasi —judicial body and
a regular institution estab-
lished by an act of Parlia-
ment. The entitlements and
terms and conditions ofthe
Head of MHRC are similar
to that of the High Court
which is a regular body.

An Independent Judicial
Inquiry is expected to come
outwith areportand findings
ofits own. MHRC will also
come out with a separate
report on its suo - moto
cognition of the case . The
Independent Judicial Inquiiy
being headed by the Chair-
man of the MHRC means
expecting two reports from
the same person perform-
ing dual charges. It doesn’t
make sense.

Financially, the Chairman
of MHRC enjoys the salary
, leave , allowances , perks
etc which equal to the Chief
Justice of the High Court.
He also draws a pension as
aretired ChiefJustice ofthe
Tripura High Court. Over
and above that he will be
getting the remuneration,
perks, etc., as Head of the
IndependentJudicial Inquiry
.What ajob !

I leave to the readers to
draw the conclusion about

the independence of the.

report - one from the Inde-

pendent Judicial Inquiry and

another from the MHRC,

effectively being submitted
by the same person!

Government may like to

clarify in case the stated facts

are incorrect.

Yours etc.,

Rudi Warjri,

Via email

Who will
save us from
ourselves?

Editor,
A news item which ap-

They “‘can’or ‘cannot’ occur concurrently

Resuscitating education
and protecting population

It has been five months
since educational institutions
were closed for the second
time. Five months had passed
since we were being held hos-
tage by an all-encompassing
shadow of fear. Between try-
ing to protect the population
and reopening educational
institutions, it does seem
like a binary choice. But it is
undebatable that reopening is
critical. Still, many are heav-
ing liberal sighs.

Looking back, we didn’t
seem to know what we are
doing. Lastyear, the colleges’
ad hoc approach to education
after the reopening proves
a heavy disappointment on
two counts which | believe
are worth discussing. This
evaluation is based on first-
hand experience, surveys
and observations in various
colleges in the city, which,
being publicly funded, are
expected to be exemplary.

First, the institutions
were undoubtedly following
the protocols (at least at the
front gate). However, their
efforts fell short. Students
were breaching protocols
and foiled to avoid proxim-
ity. No one is to blame. Let
us assume a college has
1000 students enrolled. Even
if only 250 students (say)
attend classes, it would be
a large enough crowd for
many campuses. And when
there is no one to enforce
Covid protocols. People’s
movement on campus is a
‘Brownian Motion’just like
in ordinary days. At the col-
lege front gate, the students
would adhereto all protocols.
However, once inside, they
move erratically and ran-
domly, interacting with one
another in the same way that
pollen grains do in the water.
Also with humans, there is a
great affinityfor olustering.lt
is hard for colleges to enforce
protocols everywhere and at
all times. Not to mentionthe
hangout places outside the
campuses.

This happened in various
colleges last year. Imagine
if this happens every day in
the current situation! Itmight
wreak havoc! We are vulner-
able unless we strengthen
campus face masks and so-
cial distancing protocols
and ensure a safe locality
surrounding the campuses.
But as aforementioned, the
former may not be possible,
especially given the pathetic

peared in your newspaper
dated August 28, 2021 un-
der the heading, " HSPDP
for government resolution™
reveals Once again that all
political parties are on a
race to outdo each other to
fulfil the wishes of vested
interests who control our
government and are out
to destroy our state. This
time, it is the HSPDP which
has petitioned the Govern-
ment to send an Assembly
Resolution that would urge
the Government of India to
amend Para 12A(b) of the
Sixth Schedule by replacing
the word " President" with
” Governor" so that it will
be easier for Meghalaya to
obtain exemption from the
applicability of the MMDR
Act, 1957 and the Forest
ConservationAct, 1980. The
HSPDP also lamented that
the earlier Assembly Resolu-
tion to exempt applicability
of the above Central Acts
in the state had been turned
down by the President of In-
dia. Inthis regard, we should
thank the President for turn-
ing down the above pro-
posal. His rejection amounts
to a great benevolent act of
Saving Us From Ourselves.
Had the President given his
assent, more forests would
have been destroyed, more
rivers poisoned and more
mountains hollowed out for
the greed of a few. Funnily,
the HSPDP stated that the
proposal has been made to
"protect and preserve the
unique identity, land tenure
system and cultural and
demographic structure of
the state." Very pious words

ByTFL Mawlong

work cultures in the colleges.
Therefore, one would expect
breaches at various points.
Second, when colleges
reopened lastyear, ephemeral
emotions drove a significant
number ofstudentsto classes.
The attendance then dropped
to a paltry 15% (approx) on

average. Colleges, under-
standably, have no control
over this. In such cases, we
require some innovations to
ensure the access to lessons
is fair. Unfortunately, none of
our colleges have a proclivity
to innovation.

Evidence suggests our
colleges have only a rudi-
mentary understanding of
what blended learning is.
Mostprincipals appearto un-
derstand and accept blended
learning as aprocess inwhich
some classes are offline and
others online. While there is
nothing seriously wrong with
that, there is a catch! When
colleges reopened last year,
some of those who attended
offline classes rarely attended
online classes. And many of
those who attended the on-
line classes were outstation
students and few Shillong
residents, most ofwhom did

not attend offlitifriks”es'1l'

Of co™rsS'i :
overlapping.

So an offline class would
typically comprise ‘some’
students from among those
who ‘rarely’ attend online
classes plus ‘some’ students
from among those who ‘rare-
ly” attend offline classes.
Therefore, mixing online and
offline lessons for every unit
taught (as colleges did last
year) would cause a peculiar
“fairness issue’. You end
up teaching different les-
sons for two almost different
groups belonging to the same
class. The pro-offline group
would learn only topics/les-

indeed!

Not to be left behind, the
UDP too wrote to the Chief
Minister endorsing the sug-
gestions made by the Auton-
omous District Councils to
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee for Amendment
of the 6th Schedule which
sought exepiption from the
establishment of Municipal
Councils and Village Coun-
cils in Meghalaya." For any

. average person, this proposal
ostensibly to, "continue with
the age old customary laws
and practices in matters of
governance...." is an at-
tempt to continue to arrogate
all the power and resources
meant for the people by en-
trenched interests because
the 125th Amendment Bill,
2019 seeks to create grass-
roots democratic institutions
under the Constitution and
bestow them with direct
funding from the Central
Government.

Hence, for us the helpless
and disempowered lot, we
hope that the PresidentofIn-
dia will once again Save Us
From Ourselves by rejecting
both the above proposals.

Yours etc.,
Samuel Swett,
Shillong - 2.

UDP looking
at washout in
2023

Editor,

Of the MDA coalition
partners the UDP is the most
talkative (without saying

sons taught online. And the
pro-offline group would be
familiar only with the topics
covered offline; Of course,
some students attended both
online and offline classes.
Again, a significant number
of students attended neither.
This is, to me, an issue we

must not overlook.

Vulnerable students
should stay at home. So it
appears we are in a catch-22
situation-damned if | do,
damned if I don’t. On the
one hand, we want to revive
regular classes and ensures
good attendance, on the other
hand, we want to protect the
vulnerable population. They
are mutually exclusive events
ifthe approach istactless and
the same as last year i.e. if
colleges; continue to adopt a
very shallow, laze, laughable,
incorrect adoption ofblended
learning.

The solution is to imple-
ment ‘true’blended learning,
asrequired by the UGC. True
blended learningis a learning
approach that combines face-
to-face and online learning
experiences. That is not to
say that a teacher can simply
upload lecture videos ofsome
topics, discuss fee
flinedassesVand clainiWBe
leading blended learning.

In the current situation,
colleges should implement a
‘remote’ version of blended
learning. And I sincerely wish
their methods would supple-
ment in-class lectures, and
effectively “accelerate’learn-
ing. Since the need to avoid
overcrowding would mean a
reduction in the number of
offline classes, one should
improvise and adapt. Just a
thought: perhaps one could
expertly break down the
one-hour class into chunks
of 15-25 minutes micro-
lectures, allowing for two or

anything) and the most self-
righteous too (always duck-,
ing from any charges of
corruption). It orchestrated
a drama after the August
13 killing of Cheris Thangr
khiew by asking the Home
Minister, Lahkmen Rymbui
to resign, so as to dodge the
blame and to prove his inno-
cence. When things quieted
down Lahkmen Rymbui
was back to being Home
Minister. No one knew this
was a well written script to
befuddle the public which
anyway has too many things
on its plate. But the UDP
can fool some of the people
some ofthe time and all the
people some of the time but
not all the people, all the
time. Political chicanery can
only travel so much and no
further.

The UDP talks a lot about
ethics in politics as if it’s
a knight in shining armour
but look at how they violate
parliamentary democracy
by remaining silent specta-
tors when their Party MLA
and also Party President
is also the Speaker of the
House. The Speaker is not
supposed to belong to any
Political Party because only
then can he be fair and free
from partisan considerations.
But the UDP does not even
have the backbone to ensure
that legislative ethics are
followed. So let not the
UDP speak of clean politics.
Now this Party is as bad as
the NPP and we hope that in
the next election its number
is reduced to a cipher from
the present 7 MLAs. For
too long this Party has taken

three topics to be discussed
while reserving 10-15 min-
utes forworksheetdiscussion.
It is possible to do it without
sacrificing depth. You could
then supplement the lectures
with expertly designed ‘work-
sheets both as hard copy and
online. Notes forrote learning
are not important. | am sure
this will allow teachers to
cover more topics, and help
students learn more quickly,
retain more information, and
avoidtheusual ‘crass’lecture.
I know because | have suc-
cessfully done it myself, and
that too in complex, highly
conceptually, mathematically
dense topics of Quantum Me-
chanics. Teachers, of course,
should develop the innovative
methods that suit them. One
can then deliver the recorded
videos ofthese micro-lectures
via an e-leaming portal for
those who cannot attend if
live-streaming the class is
difficult.

Butthenagain, none ofthe
colleges | am aware of, have
a good e-leaming solutions.
Some colleges do have a free
version of WordPress LMS
Plugin, like “Tutor LMS’,
installed on their websites.
However, such an e-leaming
platform has so little to offer.
If you can have a sneak peek
at these e-leaming portals
through any student account,
you will see only a swarm of
pdf/photo notes. Also, being
a free version, a WordPress
Plugin, and using a low-cost
server, such an e-leaming
solution is useless because it
istoo slow and lacks capabili-
ties. It can barely handle 10
concurrent users at a normal
speed. Hence, on the scale of
a college, such e-leaming is
merely a ‘show’.

We have done our best
to protect the students ttp to

'th&'poini. | hope we.Njrop’t
thfowthat away. Many people
have been fully/partially vac-
cinated, so new confidence
emerges, luring us into a false
sense of invincibility. But we
must not forget we are still in
the grip of fear; our vulner-
ability remains high. | hope
principals will enthusiasti-
cally embrace true blended
learning and faithfully en-
force protocols everywhere
in their campuses. May you
find the fortitude and adapt-
ability to deal with these
challenges.

(The author can be
reached at tfimawlong@
gmail.com)

people for aride by pretend-
ing to be the avant-garde of
the tribal people as opposed
to the national parties which
carry everyone along with
them and do not pretend to
cater to only ethnic minori-
ties.

The UDP continues to
support the NPP because
the latter keeps it in good
humour. Why do we think
Mairang has been made a
district if not to humour the
UDP President and Speaker?
When the NPP is eager to
bend over backwards to
please the UDP why would
this Party leave the coali-
tion? So the self-justification
offered by Jemino Mawthoh
the UDP general secretary on
the Congress’s allegations
of the UDP betraying the
trust ofthe people just does
not wash. And what does
Mr Paul Lyngdoh have to
say about his Party which
is daily losing the peoples’
trust? Why is he so silent
when he used to be the most
vocal on so many issues
as the leader of a students’
union? Like they say the
UDP is everything to ev-
eryone - its ideology all but
washed down the drain of
indifference.

Yours etc.,
Khraw Sohtun,
Viaemail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page are
the views of the writers/
authors and not that of
The Shillong Times

(SIX)

National Monetisation
Pipeline: Pipedream
or bold reform?

ByAjitRanade

India is struggling with
a large fiscal deficit. This
was expected due to two
reasons. Large spending
commitments due to Covid
and falling tax revenue. Last
year the finance minister
had budgeted the deficit to
be 3.5 percent of the GDP
for the fiscal year 2020-21.
The actual deficit turned out
to be 9.3 percent. In rupee
terms the slippage of actual
over budgeted was Rs 10
lakh crore. This shortfall
has to be made up by fresh
borrowing. For the present
fiscal year, i.e. 2021-22, the
budgeted deficit is 6.8 per-
cent of GDP or Rs 15 lakh
crore. Thistoo will be made
up mostly by fresh borrow-
ing. The plan is to borrow
12 lakh crore, which makes
up more than three fourth
of all the financial savings
of the households in India.
The fresh borrowing keeps
adding to the debt mountain
of the Central government,
whichisnow at 60 percentof
the GDP. This is the highest
it has been in 14 years.

The N.K. Singh-led ex-
pert committee on fiscal
responsibility had recom-
mended a debt to GDP ratio
of 40 percent. So, the cur-
rent indebtedness levels
are dangerous and could
be unsustainable. Also, it
is worth a reminder that
today’s borrowing is noth-
ing but a tax on future un-
bom generations. The more
reckless the spending today,
the less is the fiscal space
available tomorrow. Unless
of course growth picks up
very strongly.

Itis inthis contextthatthe
government has to seriously
think about other avenues of
raising revenue or reducing
spending, without sacrific-

ingitfccOSeresponsibilityof..

governance, social and.na--
tional security. It is true that
seen purely interms of fund
flows, the deficitsituation Is
worrisome. But seen from a
balance sheet perspective,
it is much better. The gov-
ernment may have a lot of
unfunded spending Obliga-
tions, but it also has assets on
its balance sheet which can
be “monetised”. Ofcourse,
we are not talking about sell-
ing offthe Taj Mahal or the
Gateway of India. But there
is a philosophical case to be
madeto divestassets in areas
where a private party might
function more efficiently
and generate more value
from the same asset than the
government.

Therevolution intelecom
or cable TV has shown to
what heights privatisation
can take a sector, which
languished under a state
monopoly for decades. The
same is true for private
courier services, or airlines
and hotels. But successive
governments have found it
difficult even to mention the
taboo word of “privatisa-
tion”. That Lakshman Rekha
was crossed in this year’s
budget speech. Will that
ambition be translated into
reality? The record is not
inspiring. For the last seven
years the privatisation (or
disinvestment) targets have
been consistently missed by
awide margin. For instance,
last year the target was 2.1
lakh crore, and not even 10
percent was realised. Even
in years when the target was
achieved it was because
one PSU was asked to buy
the shares of another PSU,
which is like the left pocket
paying the rightpocket. Re-
member that this is a ruling
party which has promised
minimum government and
maximum governance.

Seen in the light of an
acute fiscal crunch, the Na-
tional Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) is an ambitious idea.
It aims to transfer (not sell)
operating assets to private
parties, and encashthe value
up frontas a lump sum pay-
ment from an auction. The
finance minister had an-
nounced this idea in herbud-
get speech, and the details

were unveiled on August 23.
The proposals are very ambi-
tious, and go beyond sectors
like power, roads and rail'
way assets as mentioned in
the budget speech, to a total
of 14 sectors, including tele-
com towers, gas pipelines,
warehouses, solar projects
and even stadiums. Many
of these assets don’t belong
to the government per se,
butrather different corporate
entities, such asthe National
Highway Authority of India,
or Power Grid Corporation.
The resources raised will
not wholly go to plug only
the fiscal deficit, but to those
respective corporate bodies.
In the next four years the
government estimates rais-
ing 6 trillion rupees from
the NMP, of which 0.88
trillion is to be realised this
year itself.

Given its record On pri-
vatisation these numbers are
very ambitious and unrealis-
tic. Also, the risk perception
varies from sector to sector.
The cleanest case is of toll
highways, which the NHAI
has anyway been monetis-
ing. The private party that
wins the bidding, signs a
“concession” agreement to
collect toll revenues for the
next 15 or 20 years. The
value ofthe bid is obviously
the discounted present value
ofall the tolls that would be
collected in the future. Note
that the toll cannot be fixed.
by the toll operator. It isto be
notified by the government.
What if there is political
agitation to make the road
toll free? This indeed has
happened in the case of the
Noida toll bridge which
wenttoll free in 2016. Orthe
Mumbai Pune expressway
which has fought a battle
to make it toll free. Indeed,
that expressway is Jlje old- ,
e~since 2004) ajad™j“pg”
successful example of a
monetised asset, but has not
been without its own contro-
versies. W hatiftraffic drops
to zero due to a pandemic-
induced lockdown? Who
will bear that risk?

There are also otherrisks
of abrupt cancellations of
long-term contracts. The
Power Purchase Agreements
inAndhraPradesh wherethe
present government can-
celled PPAs by the previ-
ous one led by the Telugu
Desam Party, are a case in
point. These are the kind of
contingencies that the NMP-
agreements have to specify
In essence the private op-
erator gets the monopoly
right to collect the toll for
a long period in exchange
for the upfront value. How
is the quality of service to
be ensured? Will there be
a regulator? Not all private
entrepreneurs would be will-
ing to take on such risks of
political upheavals. Such
a political minefield is not
easy to navigate. So does
this meanthat only “cronies”
will bid, as they are better
at “managing risks” or due
to an implied quid pro quo?
These are the uncertainties
plaguing the NMP. Due to
such factors, detractors will
surely accuse the govern-
ment ofselling assets (“fam-
ily silver”) cheaply or only
to cronies.

Another important ques-
tion is how is the money
going to be raised by the
private parties? If the bulk
ofthe 6 trillion rupees to be
earned from bidders is to be
borrowed from banks, are
the banks willing to take this
risk? And who bears the risk
of bad loans? Will it fall on
taxpayers?

The NMP is a fresh ap-
proach to Public Private
Partnership. Its success will
depend onthe devil which is
in the details. And the risks
of capture, by potential pri-
vate monopolies, of public
assets are real and need to
be addressed.
(Dr.AjitRanade is an econo-
mist and Senior Fellow,
Takshashila Institution)
(Syndicate: The Billion
Press) (email: editor@the-
billionpress.org)



