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“It was a mistake,

" you said. But the

cruel thing was, it felt like the mistake
was mine, for trusting you.”

--- David Levithan
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Meeting caste grievances

THE Union Cabinet has set up acommission to create

sub-categories in the Central list of the OBCs. Itis a
step forward and is in sync with the proposals

submitted by the Ministry of Social Justice and

Empowerment. The purpose is to address grievances
of various fragments of OBCs. Such grievances

among OBCs are in regard to reservations in Central

Government jobs and educational institutions in the
country. It may be noted that some state OBC lists

already divide into subcategories. It has been laid

down by a Supreme Court judgement that there is
no constitutional bar to the OBC list being divided

into subcategories. The system in the states where

there are such subcategories has been found
workable. Law does not create an obstacle.

The OBC list is a comprehensive umbrella and it

includes about 5000 castes and different stages of
social, political and economic development. It is

assumed that the more empowered castes in the

OBC list have garnered greater benefit. Subcategories
can eradicate grievances on these grounds. Sub-

categorisation however has to be done systematically

and after scrutinising carefully all data covering
income, education, empowerment, etc. under the law.

Pressure groups should not be allowed to stand in

the way of implementing the exercise. The Central
OBC list was a compromise made under Prime

Minister V.P Singh pursuant to the Mandal

Committee recommendations. The list has expanded
over the years under political pressure. The creamy

layer concept has not worked out. The income bar

of the OBC has been raised by governments in
contradiction to the SC’s intervention. What is

important is to ensure equality among OBC

subcategories and that should not be vitiated by

electoral politics.
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Fresh violence in Kokrajhar

A CRPF jawan and a
Bodo extremist were killed
and four policemen injured
as violence flared up during
the 48-hour Assam bandh
which began at five am
yesterday, official reports
said today. The extremists
exploded a powerful bombat
the sub-way to a bridgenear

Amguri forest gate
inKokrajhar district,
lastevening  killing a

CRPFjawan on the spot.
Soonafter the explosion,
themilitants fired at the
policeparty, which was
returningfrom an escort
duty. The police party
firedback but no casualty
wasreported. This was the
second CRPF jawan killedby
the extremists inKokrajhar
district in thepast few days.
Theextremist Argen
Gayari,wanted in
connection  withseveral
cases, waselectrocuted
while he camein contact
with a live wire,he was
tampering with theelectric
line at Taktaraunder Sidli
police station.The injured
policemen,including a Sub
Inspectorand the driver of
thevehicle, were admitted
toKokrajhar hospital.
TheSub-Inspector could
not bebrought to the

MedicalCollege here as
hiscondition was very
critical.
CPI(M) opposes “Bodo
Land'

The Communist Party
ofIndia  (Marxist) has
opposedthe Bodo's demand
for aseparate homeland in
Assam.The politburo of the
party,which concluded a
two-daymeeting here on
March 19,reviewed the
agitationlaunched by Bodo
Student'sUnion for a
separate stateleading to
"widespreadviolence of life
andproperty". Although
thepolitburo  was  not
satisfiedwith the handling
theagitation by the
stategovernment, it has
expressed the view that
apolitical  solution to
thedemands of the
tribalcommunity could be
foundthrough negotiation
andprotection of their
identityand by giving them
regionalautonomy.The
politburo endorsedthe stand
of its Assam unitin this
regard. This wasdisclosed
here today byCPI(M) general

secretary MrE M S
Namboodirpiad whobriefed
the press on
thedeliberations of
themeeting.

Vindicating Princess Diana:
Western Modernity and the
Carnal Gaze - 11

Into this foray of somatic
narcissism entered shy
young Diana - utterly
innocent of the role she was
to play, both historically and
politically. She seemed to
fulfill all the Caucasian
dreams and demands made
of female body — that it can
be desirable only if it is slim,
beautiful, fashionable,
flawless — but also virginal
and maternal. Young Diana
therefore managed to do the
impossible — by combining
the carnal with the maternal.
Sometimes I wonder if the
west really understood why
she was beautiful. I do not
think it was her carnal
dimensions or natural grace
or skin tone, but rather her
inner beauty and the
touching pathos of her facial
expression — always tinged
with sadness. She had, what
we Bengalis call “lavanya”
— a quality of grace and inner
beauty that can never be
severed from goodness.
What was touchingly
beautiful was also her
innocent maternalism — in a
strange age that upholds the
professional woman above
the mother — or the woman
who emulates male
professions, to women like
Diana who expressed the
deepest beauty of feminine
nature. We profane this
beauty when we coerce
motherhood, but we
consecrate it — when women
like Diana express
maternalism naturally and
sincerely from the depth of
their being — revealing
motherhood as the radiant
cosmic principle it actually
is. Indeed the picture of the
fun-loving young mother,
Diana, with her two boys,
are among the most
touching ever.

The rape of the female
body can happen in degrees,
the most egregious being
gang rape. Without
diminishing the pain of
survivors of horrific gang
rapes, we might
nevertheless assert that
there are milder shades of
rape — “soft rape” — that can
also cause enormous
suffering and milder
expressions of the same
damage. At the subtlest
level, we might define rape
as any carnal use of the body
of one person by another —
a rape more sinister when
the victim is many years
younger. Like the more
egregious forms of rape,
these insidious forms of rape
too take their toll. All forms,
shades, and degrees of rape
kill the soul of the victim.
Raised in a culture that
prizes romantic love as the
end all and be all for young
women — a culture that has
given us the whole saga of
Mills & Boon novels — and
recommended strongly by
Queen Elizabeth for her son
Charles, perhaps on
account of her innocence
(and implied virginity), Diana
walked into a trap, as it were.
That she bore two sons with
an adulterous husband
implies a degree of soft rape.
Her eating disorders
therefore strike me as
characteristic of victims of
sexual abuse. Like many
survivors, Diana battled self-
destructive bouts of bulimia
— all the more after Charles
called her “chubby.”

By Deepa Majumdar

Self-destructiveness, I
suspect, stalked her all the
way to her death,
expressing itself in
dangerous escapades and
ruinous relationships with
men. Let us not forget that
she did not wear a seat belt
during that last fatal ride in
Paris. Diana’s interest in
astrology too strikes me as
an expression of the
despair of a rape survivor.
Above all, I suspect her
relationships with men,
subsequent to Charles
were characteristic of rape
survivors — a seeming
promiscuity usually
misunderstood as lust. The
rape survivor repeats the
destructive experience by
going from one man to
another — expressing
graphically the loss of self,
self-esteem, and self-
respect — aiming almost at
reliving the primary
traumatic experience. This
is how I wunderstand
Diana’s “falling in love”
with her bodyguard. The
men who take advantage of
such women are the ones
to blame and chastise. If in
harsh Islamist societies
young female  rape
survivors are flogged
publicly — sometimes to
death — as punishment for
what lustful imams mistake
as female lust, then here in
the west they are flogged
emotionally, carnally, and
spiritually. In Diana’s case,
one might suggest that
such flogging  was
orchestrated perhaps not
only by an unsympathetic
palace, but also by a
voyeuristic media that
hounded her all the way to
the end — a media she
teased with all the deftness
of a destroyed, insecure
child. The hysteria of the
media and the western
crowds that followed her
every move, prove the
emptiness of carnal beauty
— as much as they prove
the emptiness of fame, to
which Diana sold herself —
seeking the love she
missed, through the
phantom of fame. But
Diana was also lucrative
merchandize in the hands
of beauty industry and the
media, which sold her
image again and again,
evoking her protest of
“face rape.” Like many
white western women,
Diana turned to non-
western men like Dodi
Fayed and Hasnat Khan.
Naive and needy, receiving
wholesome affection
perhaps at least from Khan
— Diana seemed not to
suspect the horrific realities
of puritanical patriarchal
attitudes towards white
women in Islamist cultures.
In the end, all she longed
for perhaps was something
not in the least glamorous
— a loving home.

It troubles me that
during her days of pain no
senior member of her family
(on either side) sheltered
young Diana or healed her
— with mature affection,
wisdom, validation and
understanding. I am
horrified that no family
elder saw through her self-
destructive relations with

men to cherish, protect, and
heal her. To think that
Charles” adultery was
tolerated by Buckingham
Palace and British society,
with his own father saying
he could return to his
mistress Camilla, if marriage
with Diana did not work out
— is shocking. That Charles
and Diana turned out
incompatible proves that
physical appearance, power,
and privilege, being only
skin-deep, can never be the
foundation of marriage
understood as a lifelong
friendship. That the British
public forgave all when
Charles married Camilla,
showed how desperate
modern man is for love — but
also how much the public still
neglects feminist causes. It
reminds me of Trump voters
who chose to overlook his
utter crudeness and violence
towards women. In the light
of his subtle rape and usage
of Diana’s body, Charles is
not fit to be king — if the
monarchy is to have a shred
of even symbolic historical
meaning.

When she asserted her
desire to be a Queen of
Hearts — displaying her
innate wisdom, which
always elevated her far
above political ideologies —
it was perhaps Diana, more
than Elizabeth II, who turned
out to be the secular
essence of the British people.
For Diana was more a
humanitarian than an angry
revolutionary. She did not
use her legitimate anger to
fight political causes, but to
soothe, comfort and bring
succor to the dying, the
destitute, and those in pain.
She was thereby a subtle
revolutionary. Without any
conscious intentions to
espouse feminism, Diana
served feminism in the most
radical way possible — not
only by upholding
motherhood, but by
debunking the most
pernicious of all sexist myths
of white culture — that
marrying a prince and
becoming a queen confer
upon a young girl, earthly
felicity, meaning, and
existential fulfillment. Often
used  subliminally to
denigrate non-white women
through colonial feminism,
this myth is drilled into the
souls of white girls. It has no
place in the Indian psyche.
Young Indian girls are raised
to be wives and mothers —
not princesses with fairy-tale
weddings. That these noble
ideals are often desecrated
through coerced, greedy,
dowry-laden marriages is
another matter altogether.

I admire Princess Diana
for the courage she
displayed when she turned
her life around - by
transcending petty romantic
love, to ascend to the higher
universal love — offered with
humility to those human
beings usually rejected by
society — people who did not
look or smell nice. I admire
her whole-heartedly
because she taught her two
sons humility — to reach out
and touch suffering
humanity. It is indeed a
didactic irony of history that
Princess Diana and Mother

Teresa sometimes worked
together — the first a
secular essence of British
people (especially women)
and the second, a religious
saint. I can understand
why Diana evoked
jealousy in members of the
British royal family. She
succeeded far more in
expressing the main
purpose of their
mummified existence —
which is to be a secular
essence for the British
people. Indeed it was
touching to see pictures of
Diana, dressed in all her
finery, bending low to
touch and care for those
in pain. It was touching to
see her hold dark children
on her lap, with no hint of
the showmanship so
endemic to this Age of
Advertisement.

In the end I admire
Princess Diana because in
the most innocent way
possible — by overcoming
her own sorrows by
serving others in greater
sorrow — and without
directly intending to — she
brought about a great
political revolution. She
overcame western pity
and colonial snobbery
and hatred through her
simple  gestures  of
affection and love. She
was, in the end, a
philosopher of love.
Although regarded as
beautiful in the somatic
sense, Princess Diana
proved by her life’s work
of charity and
humanitarianism, that the
body is, in the end, no
more than what
Shankaracharya called a
“khosha” or outer-most
covering (or peel) of the
sheathed, universal Self.
Above all, I love Princess
Diana because she felt
“creeped out” when
Donald Trump stalked her
with bouquets of flowers,
seeing her as the ultimate
trophy wife. This goes to
show that although hurt in
marriage Diana was
indomitable in the inmost
fire of her being.

When I saw millions
mourn Diana after she died
tragically, I could not help
but contrast her end with
those of great savants
who choose to die alone,
celebrating death,
thwarting all mourning —
finding freedom in the
release from the body.
That millions mourned
Diana showed that God
answered her prayer and
made her a Queen of
Hearts — but retained her
in the cycle of
reincarnation, so she can
return to earth to progress
further towards the
Divine. Regardless of the
length of a life span,
perhaps the same
milestones are distributed
within every life. In
Diana’s case, these
milestones had to be
crammed — because her life
span was a brief flare in the
universe.

(The author teaches at
Purdue University, US)

TO THE EDITOR

On the issue of
LGBT

Editor,

I read with great interest
the article by Benjamin
Lyngdoh titled “A Spectacle
called LGBT ” (August 29,
2017). It was indeed a matter
of great pleasure to perceive
the kind of sensitivity that
the author had on the need
for our society to start
recognising and
appreciating the existence
of the LGBT community. It
has become imperative that
we as individuals are made
aware of the essential
acknowledgement of the

existence of this community.
The author has put forth a
number of questions before
us to start finding answers
to in order to bring about a
change that would be
overwhelming for all in the
society. Thank you for
igniting a spark that must not
be doused.
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Viaemail

A new cult
following

Editor,
This refers to your
thought-provoking editorial

“National Shame” (August
29, 2017). CBI Judge
Jagdeep Singh deserves
kudos for his verdict of 20
years imprisonment for
rapist Dera chief Ram
Rahim.There are several
notable self-styled gurus
that have faced criminal
action or are presently
lodged in various jails
across the country in
numerous sexual assault
cases.

The self styled Babas in
our country are good for
nothing and they want
cheap publicity, money
power & fame and are
looting the gullible followers
and indulging in nefarious

activities. Singh is one of
the several self-styled
godmen and cult leaders to
be embroiled in scandals in
recent years. Today’s
gurus have built hundreds
of ashrams across the globe
and run flourishing
businesses in everything
from herbal medicine to
meditation and yoga
workshops. They travel in
luxury cars, glide past
airport security and are
guarded by gun-toting

police  officers  and
bouncers.
As India becomes

wealthier and increasing
numbers of people feel left
behind, they turn to gurus
for spiritual and material

sustenance. The new
generation of guru is,
however, less the wandering
ascetic, and more a powerful,
flamboyant personality,
often rich, and with the
means to summon
supporters on to the streets.
Though health, well-being
and spirituality are what they
all profess, some like Dera
Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh have made
it to the headlines for the
controversy they create, like
financial irregularities, sexual
abuse and, sometimes, even
murder. These modern-day
mega-gurus are nothing like
the wandering saints of
ancient Hindu religious texts,
who meditated and lived on

alms, renouncing all
worldly  possessions.
Don’t we think in the past
two decades, spiritual life
in the country has
undergone a
transformation as Indians
embrace hectic urban
lifestyles and move away
from their cultural roots of
village-based worship?
Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit
Ahmedabad — 15

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Christianity not a
threat to any
culture or tradition

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

As a Christian, [ am proud
to be a Khasi even though I
do not prefer to be classed
as a schedule tribe but I am
also extremely happy to be
part and parcel of this great
motherland India, and to be
called Indian to the outside
world. The development
within our motherland that
has attempted to divide this
nation into various
fragments and in particular
the recent one within our
homeland (Hima Mylliem)
has prompted me to share a
few thoughts. Toki Blah had
shared his concerns through
social network and I feel I
should do my part as well.

The resentment against
Christianity by  non-
Christian friends and those
from the indigenous faith
reflect their feelings of
insecurity and the fear of
being marginalized. The fear
is that one day their rituals
and traditions will disappear
because of Christianity. This
is true of other religions
around the world as well, to
the extent that Christians are
persecuted especially in
Muslim and Hindu
dominated regions and
elsewhere. This happens
because of the
misconception that
Christians and Christianity
will uproot their culture and
identity as a community and
tribe. This has made them
resort to various kinds of
violence and oppression
including seeking political
patronage and assistance to
thwart and retaliate against
the peaceful crusade of
unarmed and harmless
people. It sad and ironic to
see these things happening
when  civilization  is
progressing rapidly and
humans are now becoming
more sophisticated, so much
so, that the development of
artificial intelligence is soon
becoming a possible dream.
Interestingly in the other
aspects of humanity, we
tend to depict a behaviour
which is savage and
beastlike thereby breeding
intolerance and hatred
against fellow human
beings. Even animals in the
jungle have some sense of
tolerance among
themselves once their belly
is full.

In the context of
tolerance, if those who
profess to be Christians or
followers of Christ had at
any point of time exhibited
some form of intolerance,
then they have offended
their own master and Lord
Jesus Christ. If there is any
intolerance that the Bible as
the Word of God has strictly
emphasized and the Church
too as the body of Christ on
earth should also strictly
follow, it is only against sin
and sinful activities which is
an abomination to God. On
the contrary, things are
getting complicated
because people are hiding
their misdeeds and
trespasses by taking shelter
under their religious garbs
and association. They are
taking advantage of the
greatness of the grace of
God that surpasses any
intolerable situation.
Further, it is also a fact when
the Bible speaks about
different nations, tribes and
tongues worshipping God
in their own style and
tradition (Revelation 7:9). So
where is the question of
‘Deculturalization” and
acculturation of people’s
practice and tradition?
Because of this reason God
the Son Jesus Christ said ‘I
have come that you might
have peace and therefore
you should love one
another for this is the Will
of God’. At the simplest
stroke of His mighty hand,
He could have destroyed
the entire humanity that He
has created and formed but
His grace and tolerance is
immeasurable. Therefore, by
His death on the cross He
elevated humanity to a level
at par with His own deity
and His own life and blood
for the purpose of

redemption and not by
animal blood. And this is the
greatest tolerance ever.

Today the realm of
religion is dominated by
emotional mediocrity where
valuable philosophical
thoughts and expressions
are disappearing and the
path of religious discourse
is dominated by
disillusioned fanatics who
are driven by greed and
power having no
substantial truth except
blind adherence to illogical
ideologies. Those who
think that Christianity will
dilute their traditions and
culture should carefully
understand the mindset of
Jesus Christ Himself and
not react to the actions and
behaviour of the devotees.
Jesus Christ did not create
or invent any religion but
offered reconciliation with
God Almighty. But yes in
the course of time and
history people have tried to
institutionalize their rituals,
practices and systems that
have made the situation
today very complicated. In
my opinion, worshiping
God and Jesus Christ in the
temple or mosque or
anywhere is not an offence
or transgression to my God
because the Bible tells us
that true worshippers shall
worship the Father not on
this mountain or in
Jerusalem (or a particular
place) but in spirit and in
truth for God seeks such
people to worship Him
(John 4:21-23). Further,
Jesus Christ said “I have
come not to destroy any
law” or practice but in one
law i.e. ‘Love’ hangs every
type of law.

It is here that Christianity
is different from religion. It
is a kind of relationship with
no strings attached. It is a
dual type of relationship,
first as a personal
relationship with God and
Jesus Christ and the
second part in relation to
fellow human beings. To
Him (God) the eternal soul
of human being is more
important part than the
mortal body. He is not
bothered by what process
we dispose of this mortal
body because any process
finally turns to dust. But He
is more concerned that the
eternal soul should not be
embodied by sinful nature
of greed and hunger for
power. I pity those who
resort to the path of
defaming and tarnishing
one another’s credibility be
they from any community -
Christian or non-Christian.
Let us not forget that a
healthy  society and
civilization can flourish
only when there is a healthy
discourse of various
religious philosophies and
values.

Societies and the world
at large need a
transformation - in social
and political aspects. A
transformation that
upgrade its values and
principles where there is a
shift in collective
consciousness irrespective
of different faiths and
beliefs. The essence of a
progressive civilization is to
sustain itself throughout
the ages. Leonard Joy, a
veteran of international
economics and social
development work, in his
book “How does societal
transformation happen”
acknowledges that there is
a repeated collapse in every
aspect of the society which
includes economic,
financial, governance,
political, social, etc. His
study aims directly at the
kind of societal
transformation required to
stop this slide into
catastrophe and begin to
advance the growth of
security and well-being for
human communities and the
whole commonwealth of
life. To rebuild the whole
system require collective
effort and collective
wisdom.
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“lllegal immigration is crisis for our
country. It is an open door for drugs,
criminals, and potential terrorists to
enter our country. It is straining our
economy, adding costs to our judicial,
healthcare, and education systems.”

--- Timothy Murphy
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Climate Vows
INDIA has reminded rich nations of the pre-2020
climate goals. Business leaders and ministers from

different countries are meeting in New Delhi to discuss
how private business can work hand-in-hand with
governments to achieve the goals set in the Paris
Climate Pact. The goal is to extend beyond 2020.
India’s consistent stand on the issue was reaffirmed

by Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan. He said

that though India was fully committed to its climate
actions under the Paris Agreement, it was critical and
necessary that equal focus is given to pre-2020

actions by developed countries under the Kyoto
Protocol. Speaking to a Global business and climate
summit, Vardhan reminded rich nations of their

commitment of providing effective finance,
technology, transfer and capacity-building to support
developing countries. The Kyoto Protocol was

adopted in 1997 and laid down binding targets for
emissions reduction only for 38 developed countries.

The second commitment period extends from
2013 to 2020. Unlike the Kyoto Protocol, the Paris
Agreement is more comprehensive because of its
universal application to all countries. The Paris

commitments will be effective from January, 2021.
Vardhan also made it abundantly clear that an
agreement should be made on a timeline for early

ratification of the second commitment period ( 2013-
2020) of the Kyoto Protocol. Vardhan has also said
that the private sector played an integral partin India’s
actions on climate change. He was happy that Indian
industry had participated in voluntary carbon
disclosure programs. However, success of the

climate deal depended on developed countries.
President Trump’s attitude that the US had been
conned was a speed-breaker.
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Intl meet on Global Cooperation

An International Confer-
ence on Global Co-operation
for a Better World will be
held from Feb 11 to 13 at the
Mount Abu (Rajasthan)
headquar-ters of  the
organizer the Brahma
Kumaris World Spir-itual
University. The Confer-
ence, to be attended by

about 2500 eminent persons
from about 60 countries
willhave workshops for
various professions and
segments of society. The
Conference is  being
proceeded by an Interna-
tional Summit where about
80 eminent personalities from
all  over the world.

What about the
Informal Workers?

The State government is
all set to implement the
recommendations of the
Fifth Pay Commission
bringing cheers to over 92
thousand regular
government employees and
pensioners but which will
also raise salary burden by
Rs. 1000crore annually over
current amount, that too just
in the first year of its
implementation. The pay
hike is justified as employees
of Central government and
even state owned company
like the Meghalaya Energy
Corporation Limited are
already enjoying enhanced
salary packages for some
months now. So, while the
welfare of workers in the
organised sector
(government and
corporates) is well taken care
of, what about those
employed in the
unorganised/informal
sector?

Workers in the
unorganised/informal sector
comprise of those working
in the unorganised
enterprises or households
(unincorporated private
enterprises engaged in the
sale and production of
goods and services
operated on a proprietary or
partnership basis and with
less than ten workers),
including casual/contract
workers employed in the
formal sector without access
to employment and social
security.

In  our country,the
percentage  of  those
informally employed stands
at 92 percent. A worrying
trend is that over the years
the share of informal
workers in the organized
sector has increased
significantly because of a
greater use of contract and
other forms of casual labour
as highlighted in the ILO
India Labour Market Update
(2016).

As per 2011 census in In
Meghalaya close to about
6.9 lakhs workers were
engaged in agriculturewith
almostall of that
employment being informal
in nature, which is about 10
times the current number of
serving state government
employees. Those engaged
in this sector faces multitude
of problems ranging from
lack of access to
inputs(fertilizer, etc) at
affordable price, absence of
storage and regulated
markets, weak extension
support, limited access to

By Sumarbin Umdor

finance, volatility of output
prices- all of which causes
hardship and distress
tocultivators and farm
labourers. While many of
the above issues need
long term policy measures,
there are two areas where
the state government can
provide immediate relief to
the farmers.

Although major
agricultural products of the
state are not covered
under the minimum
support prices (MSP) of
the central government,
there is an alternative

mechanismcalled the
Market Intervention
Scheme (MIS)
implemented on the
request of State
Governments to

provideprice support to
farmers for perishable and
horticultural commodities
in the event of a fall in
market prices. The regular
implementation of this
scheme will save farmers in
the state from incurring
huge losses at times of
price volatility of
commodities. However,
what dither state
government in
implementing this scheme
is the condition that it has
to contribute 25 per cent of
the losses during
procurement.

Recently, farmers in the
state have demanded
waiving of farms loans of
Rs. 50000 borrowed under
Kisan Credit Card Scheme
(KCC) which many are
unable to pay off due to
low returns on agricultural
produce. The  total
outstanding loans under
KCC in Meghalaya at the
end of March 2016 was
about Rs. 308 crorewhich
at present may have
increased to aboutRs.
400crore. While loan
waiver does not make
sound economics and will
only bring temporary relief
to farmers, I wonder why
the state should not
occasionally indulge this
hard working segment of

the population,
particularly when it does so
to the government

employees at regular
intervals. Surely, the state
government which is
considering an expenditure
of Rs. 4000crore per year
on salaries of its
employees can mobilise

another 10 percent for the
benefit of farmers of the
state.

Let us turn now to
informal employment in non-
agricultural sectors where
78percent of employment is
informal in nature. In
Meghalaya, the services
sector accounts for a large
percentage of the informal
workers in the non-
agricultural sector. An
important legislation to
protect the interest of the
workers in the informal
sector is the Minimum Wage
Act of 1948.

Since labour is included
in the concurrent list, the Act
requires the appropriate
government to fix minimum
rates of wages in respect of
employment specified in the
schedule, and review and
revise the minimum wages at
intervals not exceeding five

years.

When we reviewthe
minimum wages in
Meghalaya which was

revised in 2015,we find that
the wages are probably
among the lowest of the
recently revised state
minimum wages in the
country. For example, the
minimum wages for unskilled
and skilled workers in Assam
are Rs. 250 and Rs. 350
respectively, while in
Mizoram they stand at Rs.
270  and 370. The
corresponding wages for
Meghalaya is Rs. 170 and
Rs. 191.Many states have
also introduced different
rates for clerical and
supervisory workersand are
having more number of
schedule employments than
the 27 listed in Meghalaya
The  argument for
increasing the minimum
wages in Meghalaya is even
more pressing as the State
Fifth Pay Commission has
recommended theminimum
pay for its lowest category
of government employeesat
Rs. 17400 per month ( as on
1.01.2006) based on the
norms suggested by the
Indian Labour Conference in
1957 for fixing of minimum
wage. Accordingly to the
Commission, the above
amount is required by a
family of four members
including the employee to
meet basic needs of calories,
clothing, housing, water,
electricity, medical and
entertainment to ensure a
healthy and dignified

standard of living.

The proposed monthly
minimum pay for
Meghalaya government
employees is almost four
times the amount being
paid to unskilled workersin
the state at current wage
rate. Even if we were to
consider only essential
need based items as per
their cost and unit
requirements tabulated
and calculated by the State
Fifth Pay Commission and
also factor in the
subsidised items provided
under public distribution
system, the minimum wage
for unskilled worker in the
state would still require to
be raised by 50 percent
just to enable a worker and
his family to maintain half
of the expected standard
of the lowest rank state
government employee.

While the benefit of the
hike in minimum wages
may not be enjoyed by
informal workers in the
unorganised sector due to
enforcement and other
issues, significant number
of casual and contract
workers employed by the
government will benefitted
if the minimum wages are
raised by a substantial
amount.

Besides wages, the
state government should
also consider other
measures to protect the
interest and welfare of the
informal workers.
Rajasthan has recently
introduced labour reforms
for domestic workers by
setting working hours and
other conditions to
protect the interests of
these workers. Similarly,
other states have
introduced accidental
insurance policy covering
private and commercial
drivers who are constantly
facing accident hazards.

So, at a time when the
government of Meghalaya
is considering spending
Rs.4000 crore on the
nearly 69 thousand
government employees, it
should also spare some
thoughts for the lakhs of
informal workers in the
state.

(The author teaches
Economics at NEHU,
Shillong)

TOTHE EDITOR

No railways for
the state!

Editor,

This refers to the news
report of August 31, 2017
where Union Minister for
Railways, Rajen Gohain has
blamed the state
government for the railway
deadlock in the state. It
would be wrong to disagree
with the statement, since the
crisis was adamantly due to
lackadaisical attitude of the
government. This was
further inflamed by the
reaction and action of
various NGO’s. 21st century
is an era of globalization and
connectivity and
accessibility are at the core
of this momentous era.
Political boundaries have
lost their primacy since
economic importance has
taken over. In this regard we
cannot blame railways as the
sole culprit for bringing
outsiders inside the state.
Railways are just a means
not an end in itself. In fact
the real agenda is to
question why these people
are coming to our state and
what is the attraction?
Moreover, when we look
deeper we might realize that
we have issues only with
poor migrants. The so called
rich merchants have been
flourishing in our state since
ages and in fact we are
dependent on them to fulfil
the needs of our elite and
style- conscious citizens in
terms of apparels, footware,

and more importantly, the
food items. Some might
argue with the example of
Tripura where the tribal
identity has been lost, but
here also railways are not to
blame. As we all know when
partition happen during
independence of India,
Tripura was at a vulnerable
location easily allowing
Bangladesh migrants to
cross over and the state
capacity was limited at that
time to manage such crisis
and that’s how it stands
today.

Coming back to the
question of why migrants are
attracted towards our state,
the answer is quite clear,
E CONOMTIC
APPORTUNITIES and Ease
of Doing Business with
limited competition. Simple
observation. We do witness
in our everyday lives, shops
managed by non-tribals
flourish and expand as years
go by, whereas the ones
managed by local tribals
keep diminishing in size. In
the construction sector, our
own tribal contractor often
prefer non- tribal labourers
due to devotion and hard
work with limited wastage of
time which proves beneficial
for the house owner as well
as contractor in term of cost
and time. The same goes to
privately own coal mining
sector where non-tribals
dominate the whole mining
work. So what conclusions
do we draw from this whole
scenario? Should we say the
reasons are that we are
backward, less educated,

poor? I would rather say
none of these. The main
ingredients we are lacking I
suppose is HARD WORK,
and the best example we
could assimilate is from the
state of Mizoram — a small
state  but the tribal
population of the state are
dominating many business
sectors.

In this globalized world
it’s not possible anymore to
create barriers. The best
solution is to arm ourselves
and take up the challenge.
Obstructing railway lines in
the state is a wrong
prescription for the wrong
disease. As such without
railways also we witness
how migrants easily enter
through other modes of
transportation and the same
will continue. Connectivity
is the lifeline of development
and railways are one of the
cheapest modes of
transferring freight and
passengers. In recent times
the announcement made by
the Government to extend
railway lines up to Shillong
and Sohra can be
considered as a positive
move if it is realized. Such a
move should be taken
positively. We can explore
opportunities in the form of
various tourist circuits,
hospitality sector, and travel
and tours service, giving
enough scope for
employment and investment
venture for entrepreneurs.

The migrant issue should
be dealt with seriously vis-
a-vis the international
boundary, but intra- state

migration cannot be
handled with the same
parameters. Intra state
migration can be a boon or
bane depending on state
functioning and vision,
which also includes the
citizen’s perception. South
Indian states like Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh have maintained
their local identity and kept
a stronghold in all sectors
in the midst of large
numbers of people coming
from outside. This is a boon
for the state and its people.
Another scenario where it
can become a bane is what
is happening in our state, a
perfect combo of
government’s languorous

attitude and  limited
cognitive powers  of
pressure groups while
blaming transport

infrastructure to hide the

slothful and work-shy
attitude of our own people.
Yours etc.,

Sonie Kharduit

Shillong

Problem of E-
Waste disposal

Editor,

This refers to your report
“Pollution Board plans to
check e-waste” (ST August
29, 2017). It clearly shows
that technological
revolution has brought a
new threat to environment
in the form of e-waste. The
biggest challenge is to
regularise the collection of

e-waste from consumers
which requires a high level
of awareness. E-waste must
be recycled in order to
conserve precious natural
resources and  avoid
contamination. The
opportunity of exchange and
reselling must be provided
by the companies to reduce
the e-waste. The mounting
waste that lie abandoned in
our government offices
reminds us of yet another
problem snowballing into a
grave environmental
disaster. The government
must come up with
provisions to  collect
environmental tax from
manufacturers who generate
non-biodegradable waste
like plastic.
Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit
Ahmedabad -15

Fallout of
demonetisation

Editor,

RBIsaid itis all but 1.4 per
cent of the specified bank
notes have come back into
the banking sector post
demonetisation. But the
question remains
unanswered whether black
money is filtered out from the
system. The opposition
started commenting that
demonetisation is a colossal
failure. FM Arun Jaitley
claims that it has had a
positive impact. Depositing
currency into banks does not
mean they are legal tender.

The impact of
demonetisation is yet to be
established. The windfall
gain by RBI was never an
objective. While it has not
yielded immediate gains
but it led to increase of
CASA (current account
savings account) deposit.
That enhanced liquidity
position of the banks was
utilised to bring down
lending rates. A million
pieces of counterfeit
currency notes have been
eliminated in one stroke.
The financial inclusion of
government flagship
programme, Jan Dhan
Accounts is now fulfilled.
Lakhs of shell companies
have been unearthed. A
half crore of new tax payers
have submitted their
returns this financial year
thereby netting in higher
tax. Real estate prices
have gone down. The
objective was to formalise
the economy, attack on
black money, blow to
terrorism, money
laundering, a speed
breaker for corruption and
expanding digitisation.
The trade and business
with Pakistan has come
under scanner of NIA. The
biggest ever tax reform
GST comes into effect.
More is yet to come. Hope
this will make India a
stepping stone to
becoming a  world
economic superpower in
the long run.
Yours etc.
Kamal Baruah
Guwahati

Confusion on the
educational qualification
of Primary/Upper Primary
School Teachers

By Torist Mark

This week we saw
hundred of primary school
teachers running helter-
skelter from one office of the
Education Department to
another in the city, anxious
to get clarification on the
educational qualification of
the teachers vide the latest
amendment of the RTE
Act,2009. The teachers are
naturally worried as they are
made to understand that
their job is at stake if they
do not possess the required
qualification by 2019.

Briefly the history of
teachers’ qualification as
indicated in the RTE Act
2009 section 23 read is as
follows.”23(1)Any person
possessing such minimum
qualifications as laid down
by the academic
authority,authorized by the
central govt. by notification
shall be eligible for
appointment as teacher (2)
Where the state does not
have adequate institutions
offering courses or training
in teacher education,or
teachers possessing
minimum qualification as laid
down under sub-section(1)
are not available in sufficient
numbers,the central govt.
may,if it deems necessary,by
notification,relax the
minimum qualifications
required for appointment as
a teacher,for such period,not
exceeding five years,as may
be specified in that
notification :provided that

a teacher who at the
commencement of this
Act,does not possess

minimum qualifications as
laid down under sub-section
(1) shall aquire such
minimum qualifications
within a period of five years

The academic authority
authorized by the central
govt. to prescribe
qualification for teachers is
the National Council of
T e a ¢ h e r
Education(NCTE).Since
2001 the NCTE had issued
four notifications in
2001,2010,2011 and 2014 .In
the 2001 Notification dated
4.9.2001 the qualifications
were—For Primary(HSSLC
and Diploma/certificate in
teacher training of not less
than two years OR Bachelor
of Elementary
Education).For Upper
Primary( same qualifications
as those of Primary above
OR Graduate with Bachelor
of Education).Since the
state have no sufficient
candidates with such
qualifications,it appointed
teachers with SSLC/HSSLC
and provided in-service
training to them.This
continued till the
implementation of the RTE
Act 20009.

The NCTE vide their
2010 Notification dated 23rd
August 2010 have revised
the qualifications as follows:
Para (1)-For classes I-V (
HSSLC with 50% marks and
2 -—year Diploma in
Elementary Education and
pass the Teacher Eligibility
Test(TET).For classes VI-
VIII (Graduate with 2 year
Diploma in EE OR Graduate
with B.Ed and pass the
TET).At para (4) of the
notification, the relaxation of
qualification of para(l)
above are for the following
categories of teachers - (a)
teachers appointed on or
after 3rd September 2001
under notification 2001
provided those with B.Ed
or D.Ed shall undergo NCTE
6 month special programme
in Elementary
Education(b)teachers with
B.Ed who has completed 6
month special BTC course
approved by NCTE (c¢)
teacher appointed before the
3rd September 2001 in

accordance  with  the
prevalent Recruitment
Rules..

Again the NCTE vide
their 2011 Notification dated
29th July 2011 have laid
down similar qualifications
as the 2010 Notification
except a relaxation of 45 %
marks for SC/ST.The latest
NCTE notification on
qualifications of teachers is
notification dated 16th

December 2014.This we say
the 2014 Notification.It read
“In the First Schedule, level
3.Primary and Upper
Primary(classes .I to VIII)-
Minimum qualifications as
laid down by NCTE vide
Notification dated 23.8.2010
as amended from time to
time,that is, Notification
2011.

In pursuance of the
above notifications and
ever since the RTE Act 2009
came into force,the state
govt.have to prescribe the
teachers qualification as
indicated in the NCTE 2010
Notification.Teachers who
are appointed after 1st April
2010 who do not possess
the minimum qualification
are given five years to
acquire the minimum
qualifications.This is as per
sub-section(2) of section 23
of the RTE Act 2009.

Technically the deadline
according to the Act ended
in 31st March 2015 for all
teachers appointed under
the  different NCTE
Notifications.The state
govt. have not been able to
continue the training
process for in-service
untrained teachers hence
have requested the Centre
for extension of the period
for training untrained
teachers and the Centre
have agreed to extend four
years which will end in 31st
March 2019.

The amendment 2017 to
the RTE Act 2009 reads”
Para 2 .In the RTE Act,2009
in section 23 in sub-section
(2) after the proviso,the
following proviso shall be
inserted namely, provided
further that every teacher
appointed or in position as
on the 31st March 2015 who
does not possess minimum
qualifications as laid down
under sub-section (1) shall
acquire such minimum
qualifications within a
period of four years from the
date of commencement of

the RTE Act,2009.’
The present confusion
arose out of  the

interpretation of the various
NCTE Notifications and
teachers recruited in
different  periods  of
time..Firstly,it is clear no
teacher be appointed after
April 2010  without
conforming to the minimum
qualification as prescribed
by the NCTE notification
2011.If there are teachers
without the prescribed
qualification after that date
they are given five years to
acquire the minimum
qualification prescribed and
now they are given four
more years which will end
in 2019..Secondly,teachers
appointed before April 2010
are governed by the various
notifications of the NCTE
and the relevant relaxation
.Thirdly, neither the Act nor
the Meghalaya Right of

Children to Free and
Compulsory  Education
Rules,2011 mention

anything about the fate of
those teachers who fail to
acquire the minimum
qualification after the
extended period. It is
expedient to take a cautious
approach in interpreting the
various notifications
without attracting legal
implications.

It will be appreciated that
the RTE Act attaches
immense significance to the
role of teachers in improving
elementary education by
making available
professional trained
teachers for the school
system.The Govt.of India
have assured that the
expenditure relating to
training of untrained
teachers will be borne out
of the approved allocation
under Sarva  Shiksha
Abhiyan programme.The
amount will be shared
between the Central Govt.
and the State Govt. in the
ratio of 60:40 for normal
states and 90:10 for North
Eastern States.

The author is a former
Director of Education,

Govt.of Meghalaya
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Kashmir: Is it a paradox?

Media blow-up of
Incidents hits
tourism in the

country’s paradise

By CK Nayak

n Kashmir, it is generally said it is a ‘mini-

India’, and indeed it is, whether you go by

the past, present or future of the border state.

Kashmir was said to be set up by Kashyap
Rishi and hence the name. Earlier, it was ruled by
Hindus, Muslims and even for a brief period by
the Sikhs. So it is its demography in addition to
the Buddhists in Ladakh.

Even when Jammu and Kashmir merged with
India, the ruler was Hindu and the subjects were
Muslim majority. Unlike any other state, Jammu
and Kashmir has its own constitution and flag be-
sides the Indian Constitution and the National
Flag.

But this place, described as “the paradise on
carth”, is also a pot boiler with three nuclear pow-
ers sharing its territory and each claiming its own.
Most parts of J&K belong to India after the merger
of the former princely state. Some parts are occu-
pied by Pakistan and the latter has ceded some ter-
ritory to China, which is known as Aksai Chin.

The state is nearly normal today than what it
was decades ago barring the exodus of Kashmiri
Pundits. This has happened even though late
Sheikh Abdullah’s forefathers were Pundits who
were converted during the Muslim rule.

But there was no sign of tension, either commu-
nal or insurgency, anywhere this correspondent
went for a week last month.

Aam Aadmi, including sadhus, commute by
buses which went to the pilgrimage side, Amar-
nath Yatra. Maszids give out blaring calls for daily
prayers. Tourists are visiting the spots as usual.
Shops and business establishments are open de-
spite presence of heavy security all over.

But there is a difference. The number of tourists
is less, especially who have come from outside the
state even in this peak season. And the business
establishment related to this industry is not doing
good business because of that.

Tourism industry is taking a back seat creating
concern among tour operators. Hotels are running
with minimum reservation and boathouses dotting
across the Dal lake are almost empty. The sikaras
that ferry tourists are idle and the roadside vendors
who sell goods and services to the flocking visit-
ing tourists are having an empty look. Even the
ponies that carry tourists and pilgrims are in poor
health as their owners. There is not much income
and so fodder is less.

Unfortunately, this is happening to a state
whose bulk economy is dependent on tourism and
virtually nothing else. The landlocked state has not
much industry because of its landholding system.
Outsiders cannot buy land and without land, no in-
dustry is coming to the state.

Being mostly hills, the state’s agriculture output
is also less. But the state used to earn huge money
from tourism, both domestic and international,
which has dried up now.

Surprisingly, the reason most say is a bad press.
No news sometimes is called good news. But bad
news is definitely worse. That is what is precisely
happening to Jammu and Kashmir as a whole and
its tourist spots in particular.

Huge publicity even to sporadic violent inci-
dents is blown up by the media, mostly electronic,
out of proportion. What follows worse is the
evening TV debate with so-called experts who
claim the situation in the sensitive border state as
most volatile.

Surprisingly, this bad publicity is not given by
the local media. “We send facts and in the evening
they give dramatically opposite picture quoting so-
called experts on the state some of them never
even served here,” said the local journalists. They
are victims from all sides.

Back home the common tourists get frightened
and change is his or her destination. And net loss
is to the common man in Kashmir and its fragile
economy depending heavily on sole source of in-
come — tourism.

A visit to Pahalgam, one of the best tourist
places in J&K, tells the whole story. Nestled in the
terrorist affected Anantnag district gives no im-
pression of disturbances at all. Tourists mostly
from outside are few but move freely with no sign
of tension anywhere.

“But the news mainly TV debates are killing us
more than the terrorists,” said one hotel owner to
this visiting correspondent recently. But for fear
of possible reprisal he does not give his name.

Pahalgam is a popular tourist destination and
hill station located 45 km from Anantnag on the
banks of the Lidder river at an altitude of 7,200
feet. It is associated with the annual Amarnath

TEITETH

Yatra.

Chandanwari, located 16 km away is the start-
ing point of the yatra that takes place every year
in the months of July-August.

Tourists are coming but in trickle, the hotelier
said. They were coming in thousands, now they
are few hundred. As a contrast, the Amarnath yatra

is on with common people and sadhus moving in
groups.

But their number is also less since out of just
fear not many are going on the once dream jour-
ney. “If this is the case of pilgrims what will hap-
pen to tourists,” he asks.

Helicopters ferrying high-heeled Amarnath

tourists fly almost nonstop. But they are few and
carrying capacity is also less.

The picturesque Pahalgam with its famous
Betab Valley (named after Betab film) has every-
thing to offer to a tourist. Apart from the sheer
scenic beauty, the valley offers trekking, fishing,
tenting, rafting, horse riding and everything else
a tourist wants. It has some ancient temples and
Jamia Masjid with river flowing at the back-
ground.

But bad TV, locals insist, has turned tourists
away from Kashmir to other destinations. “His-
torically Kashmir, known as the heaven of India,
is the prime destination but now it has been re-
duced to stopover destination for tourists visiting
Ladakh,” the hotel owner said.

Bollywood film crews have cancelled shooting
or have to shift the location to Ladakh or nearby
states due to the situation in Kashmir. The number
of tourist arrivals here has come down to around
200 to 250 per day from around 1,200 to 1,500
earlier.

Naturally, hotel occupancy is at an all-time low,
and it ultimately has an impact on the overall
economy. Ironically, even this year’s bookings
were there until September and good rush of do-
mestic tourists in October were expected. But al-
most 90 per cent of online bookings were
cancelled. This has happened despite all time low
air fares and massive room discounts!

This has a cascading effect. Many hotel owners
are not paying their staff and some even have
asked them to leave. The tourist guides are sitting
idle and the small shopkeepers and vendors have
a grim look all they have. Since there are no
tourists nobody is buying anything. Taxi drivers
who used to earn at least RS 1,000 a day are now
content with hundred.

Tourists return happily after visit and Kashmir
continues to be the safest place for women visitors
but turmoil is turmoil and isolated violent incite-
ments are blown out of proportion which scares
them. Even simple law and order problem are
given insurgency or at times communal colour
which gives a negative image.

Even the pilgrim footfall has gone down. So far
not more than 2.5 lakh pilgrims have kept their
date with the cave. The arrivals fell to a trickle
after an attack one of the buses in July. Kashmir
is a place that does not require publicity but de-
spite best of efforts the visitors are much less. Ho-
tels have slashed tariffs but still there are no
takers.

Luckily one of the main sources of survival
these days is the local visitors. Schools come for
picnics and these parks are filled and some money
goes to the market, especially to the small busi-
ness. But even earlier we used a continuous flow
of'the local tourist but now it is only on weekends.

Unlike other tourist’s areas Pahalgam and other
spots give a variety of entertainment besides the
lovely snow capped hills and ever flowing rivers.
While the hills offer sports like trekking, hiking,
hot air balloons and paragliding the rivers offer
rafting, fishing and camping facilities. There are
historic temples as well as mosques for spiritual
visitors.

But despite the plethora of natural beauties
available in plenty in the state, many complained
about the bad publicity which has ruined tourism,
the main source of the state’s economy, and indi-
rectly, this has added fuel to insurgency since un-
employed youths are resorting to arms. Again this
is having a cascading effect on the picturesque
state and its beautiful people.

Choose the life of an officer

By Ranjan K Baruah

ne of the best career options for any individ-
Oual is none other than joining the defence

forces. When we talk about defence forces,
they include Army, Navy and Air Force.

Indian Army offers different things to aspirants,
like professional advancement, job satisfaction, job
security, economic stability, social status, quality of
life, variety and adventure.

The Army offers both permanent and short service
commissions (SSC). Permanent Commission (PC) is
granted through the Indian Military Academy (IMA)
in Dehra Dun and Short Service Commission (SSC)
is granted through Officers Training Academy
(OTA) in Chennai.

Recruitment of commissioned officers in the
armed forces is mainly through the Union Public
Service Commission under permanent commission.
For technical branches, women special entry scheme
and NCC special entry scheme and service, recruit-
ment is made directly through respective recruiting
directorates for the army under SSC.

Selection for permanent commission through 10
+2 NDA/Indian Naval Academy
cadet entry and CDSE (Gradu-
ate) entry is through a written ex-
amination conducted by UPSC,
followed by an interview by the
Service Selection Board (SSB).

For all other Permanent Com-
mission and SSC entries there is
no written examination. These
applications are shortlisted as per
the criteria laid down by the
Naval Headquarters, Directorate
of Manpower Planning and Re-
cruitment.

Women are granted SSC in
Naval Architect, Law, Logistics,
ATC, Aviation (Observer) and
Education Branches.

The government has also given approval for per-
manent commission in Education, Law and Naval
Architect on completion of SSC tenure depending
upon merit and vacancy.

The best way is to join Indian Air Force as an of-
ficer because one can inherit a glorious heritage and
timeless tradition of IAF, blended perfectly with the

By Uma Purkayastha

Architects of
the Nation

spontanous gayness and simplicity of
childhood.”

So it is a necessary quality of the teach-
ers to make the teaching atmosphere joy-

Defence

latest technology.

As an officer in the Air Force
one will strategise, lead and man-
age. Depending on one’s qualifi-
cations, one could join one of the
various branches in IAF. Broadly
the Air Force has three branches
with further sub-streams and the
branches are flying (fighters,
transports, helicopters), technical
branch/aeronautical engineering
(mechanical, electronic), ground
duty branch (administration, ac-
counts, logistics, education, me-
teorology).

There are two types of com-
mission in IAF, which are Permanent Commission
and SSC. Aspirants may opt for permanent commis-
sion or short service commission in Air Force.

Students or job aspirants may browse the official
website of Army, Navy and Air Force for all job up-
dates and other opportunities. Do not listen to any
person who promises to give jobs as most are frauds
and they take money and run away. For updates and

jobs, aspirants must look at the newspaper advertise-
ments and official websites of defence forces. There
is also entry for soldiers, airmen and sailor, apart
from above mentioned officers’ entry.

Updates
Greece Scholarships: The State Scholarships Foun-
dation of Greece (IKY) is offering 50 scholarships
to foreign nationals, including Indians, for attending
courses and seminars in Greece in the Modern Greek
language and culture. Last date for sending applica-
tion is September 6.

The CSIR-North East Institute of Science and
Technology, Jorhat, has instituted a scholarship
scheme for the students of the North East for bache-
lor degree programme in natural/basic sciences at
B.Sc, B.Sc (Hons), integrated M.Sc/MS programs in
any one of the recognised institutions in India. Last
date for applying is September 15.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor and can be
reached at bkranjan@gmail.com or 98640 for any
career related queries)

eachers are the main architects of
I the nation. Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakr-
ishnan, the second President of In-
dependent India, and one of the most
eminent philosophers and teachers of the
world, said, “No subject is dull or hard if
the teacher is not dull or hard”. He also
said, “Our educational institutions are de-
void of all cheers and joy; and therefore,
whatever a teacher does must be with a
song in his heart to rejoice in the noble
mission of teaching”.

As a great educational reformer, his
theory was that, a teacher should try to
equalize his mind and soul with that stan-
dard of the children, whom he teaches;
and read their mind, their likings and dis-
likings etc to make teaching effective.

Rabindranath Tagore, who was also a
great educational reformer, said, “So long
the teachers cannot create a joyful eager-
ness in the students’ mind, teaching will
be unsuccessful; and it will be only impo-
sition of some subjects on the children’s
brain which will never help them in their
mental development.”

He always preached for liberty in edu-
cation, as he felt from his own experience
during his childhood. He became a school
dropout at the age of 13 due to heavy
pressure of rude rules and bindings of
schools which had kept him imprisoned
within the stone walls of lessons and pun-
ishment.

He said, “Due to excessive; pressure of
learning multipurpose subjects, and fear
of punishment, the children always feel
tensed; and become vicitim of mental im-
balance.

They become abnormally rude and
peevish, and revolt in trifling matters.
Though they learn something, and be-
come educated; but at the cost of their

ous to attract the students to be eager to
know something new. But practically we
find, loud scolding, and merciless beat-
ings etc are the handy tools of most of the
teachers, which could help some students’
reach the top but could have blunting ef-
fect on many; and increase the number of
school dropouts.

The educational reformers, time to
time, raised their voice against such pun-
ishment, and explained how do the chil-
dren suffer from fear psychosis, to go to
school, because of such terrible punish-
ment. Not only physical punishment,
sometimes mental harassment by the
teachers creates more phobia among the
students which results school dropouts.

A teacher’s responsibility is not only to
teach the lessons of the school curricu-
lum, but to lead the children towards ad-
vancement and development of their
mind through innovative processes.

A good teacher can mesmerize even the
delinquent children, like a magician, with
his wonderful wand of skilled teaching.
Where the parents fail, the teacher suc-
ceds, if he can deal the child psychologi-
cally and sympathetically.

Many dedicated teachers are there in
the private schools, rendering sincerest
service to the students, but in the old age
when they retire from service, they leave
with empty hands.

The Teachers’ Day celebration by the
government will be more significant if the
teachers’ community as a whole gets ben-
efits like monthly pension and medical al-
lowances after retirement. And that will
be the best tribute to the Great Teacher,
Dr. Sarvapally Radhakrishnan, whose
birthday is celebrated as Teachers’ Day.
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‘Corruption in NE needs to be tackled’

he genesis of the Mizo Na-

tional Front was a crisis that

went unheeded in the main-

land as well as in the North
East. And it ended in a peace accord
that became exemplary in solving in-
surgency in the North East.

But the scar that the two decades of
strife left on the Mizos, a homogenous
ethnic group, lasted for years that fol-
lowed.

The documentary, Rambuai: Mizo-
ram'’s ‘Trouble’ Years, looks back at the
blood-stained past of the state and in-
quires about the impact of the up-
heavals on the future generation.

Directed by Maulee Senapati and
produced by SANJOY HAZARIKA
and Preeti Gill, the documentary is an
initiative by the Centre for North East
Studies (C-NES), New Delhi.

“The documentary is a step towards
starting a conversation on the issue.
Not much has been said about the 20
years of conflict and torture in the
state,” said Hazarika after the screening
of the film in a city hotel recently.

In the documentary, Hazarika, the
interviewer, asks the youth what effect
the MNF movement had on them dur-
ing their formulating years. While
some said there was an unsaid silence
on the issue that restricted them from
forming their views at a younger age,
others wanted to forget the past and in-
vest in a brighter future.

However, the armed struggle that-
prompted the Indian Government to re-
taliate with equal force traumatised the
older generation. The case of massacre,
in which the Indian Air Force was sent
to butcher a bunch of hungry and des-
perate villagers, still haunts the elderly
in Mizoram.

Villages vanished, youths were tor-
tured and people, who hitherto lived as
a close-knit community depending on
jhum cultivation, were forced to mi-
grate to other northeastern states.

As the former MNF leaders intro-
spected on the movement, two senior
army officers, now retired, admitted to
the mistake of the army strategy used
during the crisis. One of the officers
even went to the extent of supporting
an MNF member’s wish for an apology
from the Indian Government for the
sake of long-term peace.

Hazarika also interviews the family
of Laldenga, who led MNF and later
became the chief minister of Mizoram
after the peace accord was signed. As a
former MNF member hints at the ba-
nality of the movement that had to end
without “true freedom”, Diki Laldenga,
the leader’s wife, argues that there were
resentments among the Mizos but in
the long run, the peace accord proved

A scene from Rambuai and Hazarika after the screening
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to be the right direction.

Many in the audience, like docu-
mentary filmmaker Tarun Bhartiya, felt
that the film should have had gone into
the depth of the subject. “We had trav-
elled extensively during the shoot of
the film. We had also visited the places
where once there were villages. How-
ever, we had just 44 minutes to deliver
our message,” explained Hazarika.

A word of encouragement came
from another city-based filmmaker and
professor at IIM Shillong, Sanjeeb
Kakoty, who lauded Hazarika’s efforts
to open up discussion on the issue. He
also hoped that more works would be
done on the topic. The film will be
screened next at the Literary Festival in
Bangalore in October.

The Shillong Times caught up with
Hazarika, who grew up in the hill city,
after the screening of Rambuai and
spoke on various issues in the North
East, including protests for Inner Line
Permit in Shillong and the ensuing bal-
lot battle in Meghalaya. Excerpts from
the interview:

Has NE become more a stranger to
India now than before?

No people are aware of the culture,
music and tradition of various ethnic
groups in the North East. Many young-
sters are moving to the mainland for
work, studies etc. Well, how deep the

knowledge is about the region is ques-
tionable. But we have to also see how
people in the North East behave with
those living in the mainland.

About Shillong, the demand for ILP
is again getting louder. Will these
groups go too far to create the spec-
tre again?

The issue crops up before every elec-
tion. There is nothing new about it. The
movement for ILP is not sustainable.
Everybody has equal rights and there
are special clauses which protect the
rights of the indigenous people. It is ba-
sically how you treat people.

Do you think like Mizoram, peace
accords in other states should also
work?

Peace accords can work if they have a
buy in from three significant groups:
the principal stakeholder, which is the
government at the Centre and state lev-
els; the opposing group (especially if
they are united and not divided, other-
wise divisions will spawn charges of
sellout and further splits when agree-
ments are reached) and CSOs or those
seeking to build long-term peace and
stability without self-interest. The last
point is very important. The role of
women in this entire process is critical
and often missing. That is what we
need to ensure — that peace processes

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi
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Neptune parallel Sun on your solar return chart indicates mixed develop-
ments. While you may get an opportunity to start new work, you are also likely
to face some problems. You may have to depart with some friends. Your
extended family members may cause you some problems too. If you are not
patient, you may develop some bad habits this year. It will become harder for
you to control your anger and ego, which can cause some harm to your
reputation as well as your finances. At the same time, you will get the blessings

of your guru and leamed people.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

This phase brings glory, gains and success in professional and
personal relations. You would express yourself with charm and

grace as you are exceptionally articulate and your writing takes
on a poetic quality about it. You are emotional, loving and caring
in personal relationships and family situations. You manage to

communicate with moody and angry people with a sensitive
approach and gentle manner. Looking within at your values and
beliefs gives you insight and direction. You are physically ener-
getic and enjoy the feeling of well being and confidence. Beware
of over indulgence of any kind by maintaining a balance in all

areas of life.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

™

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

Commercial transactions and business deals could be conducted
successfully. You are unlikely to be display a whole lot of self-
discipline. It's a great time to exert your personal influence, as
you come cross as especially cooperative. There is perfection
and beauty in emotional relationships as you come from a deep
and spiritual space within fo relate in a new way with your loved
one. You are frank, outspoken and can be outrageous or undip-
lomatic on occasions. Money matters take priority as some unex-
pected expenditures have to be met. Avoid being lazy and laid
back as temporary gain or success in business needs to be
followed up with hard work and dedication

You would improve your professional and personal relations, as
you express yourself in a gracious and exalted manner. There
could be alterations in ideas or plans, increase and decrease in
finances and fluctuation in business. You can be lead away by
enthusiasm unless careful inner balance is maintained. Mar-
riage, business partnership and collaboration are strengthened
through understanding and commitment. You are just, fair and
generous in family and professional situations. Your sense of
humor helps you out of difficult situations. Beware of a covetous
and suspicious person around you who could cause misunder-
standing in your personal relationships.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

A cheerful and hopeful outlook increases your chances of gain-
ing cooperation with overseas contacts. You are likely to get
business and work opportunities from overseas and engage in a
variety of activities and meet new people. Financial benefits also
may come your way through investments and insurance. The
ability to express and communicate your ideas is extremely
important to you. At this time your heart is where the home is. You
may be tempted to spend lavishly on things that make your life
mare comfortable and pleasant. You are physically energetic
and enjoy the feeling of well being and confidence. Beware of
over indulgence of any kind by maintaining balance in all areas

of life.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

You are frank, outspoken and can be undiplomatic on occasions.
Political correctness and diplomacy are the call of the hour. You
are more willing to adapt to new circumstances, ideas, and
nfamiliar situations this week. You put in a lot of efforts and then
find that this has established a strong professional base and this
brings in desired and even unexpected gains. It is good time to
organize your workplace. This would help you to get a better
perspective to achieve goals. It's time to expand your social circle
and to make more contact with groups and friends. Romantic
notions start o take on a realistic shape.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

Its a great time to exert your personal influence where it can
prove to be beneficial with the larger picture in view. You exhibit
individualism and brilliance in handling business ventures and

collaborations. This helps you build your self-confidence and

strengthen your financial position. You may take up assignments and
projects and this would end on a winning note for you during the
week. Your efforts to reach out to new people will be accepted and
welcomed as you get success in foreign matters too. You extend your
hospitality to family and expenses rise this week on purchase of
luxurious household items. Health and energy need to be con-
served through a busy time at work.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
This phase brings joy, understanding and harmony in personal and
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professional relations. You wield power and authority most effec-
tively as you bring perspective and order in chaotic situations at work
and home. You gain money and influence through business ven-
tures, Success brings rank and respect as you dominate the profes-
sional scene. You win appreciation of people in senior position and
this open the doors of new opportunities. You carry yourself with
confidence and style that attracts much attention and draw attention
of interesting people around you. You would express yourself with
charm and grace in professional life and this brings financial gains
and new contracts. You feel full of energy and indulge in sporis,

physical activities and a structured exercise routine.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
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This brings success, glory and cordial relations with family and loved
ones. Cooperation and focus on harmony and understanding ben-
efits you professionally and enhances your reputation and public
relations. You are patient, laborious and clever with material aspects
and manage finances and business ventures with ingenuity this
week. You are more rational when it comes to financial matters. You
need to drop comparisons and rivalry in personal relations and
competition in professional aspects as they lead to a feeling in
inadequacy and stress. You would regroup your energy and thoughts
and focus on the basics.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

You extend hospitality to family and friends as you entertain and
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bad habits.

organize meetings and get-togethers. You would perform tasks that
involve cooperation and team harmony. A cheerful and hopeful
outlook increases your chances of gaining cooperation and favor
from seniors. Financial benefits also may come your way through
investments and insurance. You would have a positive feel towards
spiritualism. You are passionate in what you do, although you display
self-discipline with people around you. It's also a good time to break

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
Confidence, pleasure, and a deeper involvement in personal and

professional relations comes to the fore. This enhances work oppor-
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tunities for people in the creafive line, marketing, arts, show business
and related fields. A romantic affair would give a big boost of confi-
dence and personal magnetism runs high to be appreciated and
admired. This is a time where you bring more harmony and pleasant
interactions 1o your relationships in family and loved ones. Socializ-
ing and making new contacts could help to boost your career. A
healthy lifestyle and fithess remain on your agenda.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

You would face new circumstances, changes and unfamiliar situa-
tions. A positive approach and well chosen words would benefit. You
may take up new assignments and projects that would incorporate
and utilize your ideas. Your inner hopes and desires come to the fore
even as you tackle your job with a realistic and practical purpose of

mind. You incorporate and utilize your ideas. You would be loving

VA

and appreciative of the love you receive especially from children.
Romance heightens your personal magnetism.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
You feel the fragile bond of friendship, romance and love in personal
relations. You curb your natural reaction to situation and focus and
gather information and take care not to hurt any relationship. You will
be needed to provide inpuis and your presence may also be re-
quired at home and work and you will have to divide your attention
according to priorities. It is time to heal friendships with tender, love
and care. You may also display more responsibility towards your

family and take them for outings. Your thoughts tum to philosophy

well-being.

and worship during this time. The fine arts are inviting and involving
as you channel your creative energy into it. This is a good time to
organize yourself and your thoughts and attend your health and

and narratives are not driven by a pa-
triarchal hierarchy but include the
voices of those who often suffer the
most in times of conflict — women and
children.

What are the C-NES projects on the
anvil?

Right now our hands are full but one
proposal is a research-led study on the
trade and economic policies that are
driving the Act East Policy and what
difference it is making on the ground,
if any, as well as connectivity to the
neighbourhood.

We are also doing a project on the
Brahmaputra water basin with SaciWa-
ters that looks at how local communi-
ties view key issues of water
management. The Brahmaputra is a
space, if one can call it that, that has en-
chanted, challenged and been very
much a part of me for all my life.

I’d like to travel down the river
again, stopping in place after place to
understand how things are changing in
the lives of the people who dwell on its
flood plains, how are their lives chang-
ing, their cultures of music and eco-
nomic sustenance, the songs they sing,
the clothes they weave; also the ecosys-
tems the Brahmaputra nourishes and
how government planners and politi-
cians are getting it completely wrong
in turns of controlling and managing
our water resources. Maybe a film, or
several films or essays or photos and a
photo essay. It can be many things.

You have written extensively about
time zone. With the Centre rejecting
as unfeasible what is your opinion?

There has been extensive research by
many people on the necessity of a dif-
ferent time zone and based on this the
suggestion was made. A person travel-
ling from Delhi or anywhere in the
mainland to the North East would gain
business hours if the time zone is
changed. Also, a separate time zone
will also help push forward the present
government’s Act East Policy because
the North East is closer to those neigh-
bouring countries than the mainland.

What are the aspects/areas in the NE
which need to be more in focus?
Those which are in focus such as fail-
ing or fractured infrastructure need to
remain in focus, especially in terms of
delivery of projects and time lines.
Corruption needs to be tackled firmly
but I don’t see that happening and a
process of accommodating different
ethnic and political viewpoints by turn-
ing first to dialogue not to the gun as a
first resort.

I would really seek to impress upon
people that the issue of illegal migra-
tion and Bangladeshis should not be
mixed up with that of migrants and set-
tlers from other parts of India. It should
not be mixed up also on the basis of re-
ligions composition. These are com-
pletely different issues.

There’s been so much emotion and
rhetoric on this issue that it’s difficult
to think rationally on it —
Bangladeshis are those who came after
Bangladesh became independent in
1971. Not before. Secondly, we need to
understand that a lot of the political
pressures that are building up in the NE
not just Assam are over land disputa-
tion and the perception of land as not
just a resource but the foundation of
ethnic and identity mobilization and
formation.

In every significant challenging sit-
uation in the region, you will find that
pressure on land as a finite resource

sought after by many different groups.
Those with money power and political
clout — as well as weapons ( the re-
gion is awash in illegal small arms and
no one seems to be doing anything
about controlling this vast, lethal trade)
— call the shots. But it would help to
note also that many of the accusations
about illegal migrants and land pres-
sure flow form the fact that settlers
(many of whom have been around for
generations, not just decades) use the
land as part of a market economy: for
growing surplus food/crops/products
and connecting field to markets for pur-
poses of profit; many local communi-
ties on the other hand still grow for
their own needs and there's little that's
changed in the cycle of self-sustenance
and enduring poverty. This is another
key reason for internal confrontations
over land.

Are you watching the events in the
run-up to the polls in NE states?
What are your views on Meghalaya?
Let’s see how the next months go.

Which project(s) is close to your
heart? What is your dream project?
The project on the boat clinics (www.c-
nes.org) on the Brahmaputra which
reach nearly half a million people with
healthcare on the islands of the
Brahmaputra. I conceived, designed,
developed and implemented it and led
it for years arranging a tie-up with
NHM and the Assam government so
the stakeholders have a buy-in. I am
deeply grateful for the way our teams
work so hard with such dedication and
courage through the year, in fair
weather and foul. This is the way to
cover the last miles for a million people
if not a billion. Then there’s the
Brahmaputra community radio station
(BCRS) in Dibrugarh which has won
national and international awards —
run by a dedicated team with little
training in journalism but one of the
best in the business, broadcasting in
three languages.

I am planning to write a book on the
Brahmaputra and have completed one
on the North East which essentially
looks at the region and its neighbour-
hood 20 years after I wrote Strangers
of the Mist. And I’d like to write a book
on Mizoram.

Do you think tribals in the NE are bet-
ter off than those in the mainland?
They are. People in the North East are
more educated and conscious about
their rights. They are in control of
things. The tribals in other parts of the
country like Jharkhand and Chbhattis-
garh are worse off.

CFSI’s journey to NE

he Children’s Film Soci-

ety India (CFSI) recently
held a film bonanza in Megha-
laya that started from Tura in
West Garo Hills and travelled
to Ampati in South West Garo
Hills and Williamnagar in East
Garo Hills. CFSI CEO Shra-
van Kumar says about the
journey to the North East,
paucity in children’s films in
the region and other issues.
Excerpts

What made you decide to
build a version of the Inter-
national Children Film Fes-
tival for North East India?
We have in the past organised
many films festivals and
events for children and under-
took extensive exhibition ac-
tivity. Over the period we have
learnt that such an initiative
binds them closer to the coun-
try and its people, when we showcase
various CFSI films, which essentially
cover the entire gamut of the culturally
rich country. To extend our initiatives
so far, we decided to bring this as a
precursor to our upcoming 20th
Golden Elephant, ICFFI, we came to
Nagaland.

There has been a paucity in chil-
dren’s films and stories in the North
East throughout the festival here.
How this issue can be addressed?
The North East has a huge talent pool,
both in terms of production and acting.
We have in the recent past seen many
professionals coming up and focusing
upon film-making and especially
around the subjects and issues related
to North-East. For example, a recent
CFSI film ISHU, made around the so-
cial evil of witch-hunting is a classic
example. We at our end plan to encour-
age the filmmakers from the North
East working towards this cause.

We read about the overwhelming
success and outreach of the Children
Film Bonanza being held every year
in all states of northeast India what
is your vision behind doing such
screenings and festivals in these
states?

Our CFSI Film Bonanza has been a

great success with lakhs of children
having been covered through this ini-
tiative. We will continue and escalate
this in the NE states in India apart from
covering the rest of the country.

Mostly film making is not highly
considered as a career choice for
children, what do you think we can
do to help them understand that this
can be a full-fledged career option?
Films were a taboo in yesteryears, but
gone are those days. Today’s media
and outlets of expressions have grown
multi-fold along with a change in the
mindset and perceptions of the parents.
You have more devices like mobile
phones that allow children to experi-
ment with their expressions and pro-
duce creativity.

Today, you have an internet that al-
lows children to build their knowledge
base and learning, which can then be
applied to film-making.

And there are many opportunities to
learn and upgrade their skills apart
from the institutions like CFSI, which
has been tirelessly and in committed
fashion working towards this cause
and especially in the last 5 years. With
more and more experts from the cur-
rent film fraternity moving towards
this cause will result into a higher im-
pact.

Khasi film
on top 15

list at
Assam fest

Kl;(asi short film Ki Lum Ki
vang (The Hills Cry), co-di-
rected by Nongstoin-based Rinaldi
Kharbani and Dominic Marwein,
has found a place among the top 15
films in the competitive category
of the Brahmaputra Valley Film
Festival 2017.

Ki Lum Ki Kyang is the only
film from Meghalaya that has been
chosen.

The film is a fiction based on the
issues arising in Meghalaya post
Independence. It portrays the tur-
moil arising out of the changing
mode of administration, corrup-
tion, illiteracy, fear of losing in-
digenous tribal identity and other
issues that were a result of pre-
western colonialism.

The film also shows how the
same issues can fuel the future
generation and lead to further dis-
orientation and confusion.

Ki Lum Ki Kyang will be
screened at the Brahmaputra Val-
ley Film Festival in Guwahati, to
be held on September 15-17. The
result for the top three films from
among the chosen 15 will be de-
clared on the last day of the festi-
val.

The directors have further added
and shared their intentions of mak-
ing a full feature film version of Ki
Lum Ki Kyang. The project is
likely to be taken up by end of the
year.

The film is produced by Phyr-
nailin Myrthong and the cast mem-
bers include Spainlang Sunn,
Spatsingh Marngar, Phines Nong-
shillong and the residents of
Mawkhiat village, Rambrai.
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“Try to understand men. If you
understand each other you will be kind to
each other. Knowing a man well never
leads to hate and almost always
leads to love.”

--- John Steinbeck

The Shillong Times

Vol No: LX No. 25

SHILLONG,MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2017

Modi’s cabinet rejig
THERE was much speculation about Assam BJP’s

strongman Himanta Biswa Sarma joining the
reconstituted Modi cabinet but Sarma himself clarified
that his services are needed in the state. Blswa Sarma

is heading the North East Development Agency
(NEDA) a forum aimed at pushing the BJP mandate
into the seven states of the North East. Manipur

and Assam are already BJP-ruled states. Meghalaya,

Nagaland and Tripura are going to the polls next year

and Biswa Sarma has a huge task at hand. Should
he be able to deliver these states to the BJP, his future
in the Party is well scripted. Meanwhile speculations

were also doing the rounds that Conrad Sangma of
the National Peoples’ Party (NPP), and Neiphiu Rio
of the Naga Peoples’ Front (NPF) both affiliates of
the BJP-led NDA Government at the Centre might
be inducted but Modi has other plans.

The Modi Government is looking at delivery and

will become heavily reliant on ministers who can

deliver. That Rajiv Pratap Rudy the minister in charge

of Skills Development was dropped suggests that

the Department which was meant to create a buzz

had failed to do so in the last three years. This is a

critical ministry dealing with skilling youth for

entrepreneurship but gauging from the outcomes

something is missing. The fact that former bureaucrats

and former police officers are now inducted into the

Ministry means that Modi is looking at experienced

hands as opposed to those with no administrative

experience. Hardeep Singh Puri

a former

Ambassador at the United Nations — a man with

vast experience as a diplomat has been brought in,

possibly for a better understanding of international

affairs, in the light of India’s growing clout in the

comity of nations.

Amongst the much speculated portfolios was
Defence held by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley. This
has now gone to former Commerce Minister,

Nirmala Sitharaman even while Suresh Prabhu will

now head the Commerce Ministry. One minister in
the NDA who is known for his hard work and
dedication is Piyush Goyal who held the Power
Ministry. He will now look after the Railways ministry
which has been under the scanner for the many rail

accidents that have come in quick succession. The

Power Ministry has how gone to Raj Kumar Singh.

Modi ‘s signal to his team is “Perform or Perish. He
is taking no chances for the 2019 Lok Sabha

elections.

Regional Alliances: Agenda
2018 or Goal 2023?

The two major regional
parties’ alliance is now a
reality and after the seat
sharing and selection of
candidates is completed, the
next important task that the
alliance needs to come up
with is a document which
will include agreed list of
agenda that the alliance
would take to the people in
the next election. Whatever
it is called - common
minimum program, agenda
or Goals for 2023, it is
mandatory for the regional
party alliance to agree on a
workable document that will
serve as a blue print or a road
map for the alliance to take
on a priority basis if and
when they come to power.

To begin with, let us try
to understand the phrase
‘regional aspiration’ which
is often quoted by the
leaders and supporters of
different regional parties
and perhaps, the only
reason that the regional
parties are still around is also
because of the aspirations
that need to be realized or
fulfilled. But the question is,
what exactly is that regional
aspiration. Do the people of
Meghalaya still have a
dream for the state and its
people which is unique to
the state alone?

The dream of having our
own state is one common
aspiration of the people and
now that we have achieved
our dream of having our
own separate hills state,
what next? Or have we
stopped dreaming as a
people? Don’t we have any
other dreams for our state
which are unique? Or is the
goal of having our own hill
state the only objective we
have and now our new goal
is bifurcation of the same
state for the creation of a
separate Garo and Khasi
Jaintia hills state. Are we
destined to rotate on this
same vicious cycle? Is that
all that we can think of? The
regional parties exist
because there are still goals
which are unique to the
state and its people that
need to be accomplished
and also because people
also evolve and their dreams
and aspiration also change.
It can be concluded that
regional aspiration is a
common dream(s) of the
people for their state.

To be able to identify
those shared dreams the
first think that we need to
do is to identify where our
strength as a community
lies? What is so unique
about this state? Maybe the
two strengths that are
unique to the state are (a)
the culture of the people and
(b) the land that we call
home. Without these two we
are no different from others.
The other main aspect that
is unique is our

By H H Mohrmen

environment including the
climate of the region which
helps shape our culture,
tradition and our way of life.
These and few other
features help define who
we are and they are also
aspects which make us
distinct and unique from
the others.

Since the idea of a
separate Garo and Khasi
Jaintia state is still a distant
dream, at least for the next
five years we need to come
up with a plan for the state
of Meghalaya as a whole.
One of the major factors
which defines us is the fact
that agriculture is still the
main livelihood activity of

Apart from agriculture,
livestock rearing is one our
strength and even if the
activity is being practiced
only for sustenance, we can
conclude that rearing
animals is part of our
livelihood activity. In the
past a rich family in the
village is being identified by
the number of cattle they
have, which means that
people already have some
knowledge in the trade.
Meat processing is another
major thrust area that the
government should
concentrate and rather than
fighting illegal export of
cattle to Bangladesh we
should think of exporting

“ The document should also give
direction on the alliance policy
towards promotion of sustainable
tourism which will help create
employment for the youths. We need
to protect the pristine environment
(which is our only USP) and also
emphasise on preserving the myriad

cultures of the area.
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the majority of people in
the state. Therefore the
document should provide
a direction on the alliance’s
agriculture policy which
should be region specific.
It should also take into
consideration the
traditional wisdom of
farming and our own
seasonal calendar which is
again unique to the land
and its people. A policy
should be created on the
strength of the Khasi-
Pnars’ indigenous
knowledge system which
is also mountain
agriculture specific.
Therefore sustainable
agriculture is another
option in the offing for the
alliance to explore.
Sustainable agriculture
also means giving due
emphasis to Agro-ecology

which means
strengthening our
traditional agriculture

which is originally organic
in the first place. Relearning
the best practices that our
ancestors used in
agriculture and other
activities and preserving
our traditional seeds to
maintain crop diversity is
also part of sustainable
agriculture. Value addition
to the agriculture products
to create more employment
in the villages and ensuring
market linkage of the
products is another thrust
area that alliance needs to
focus.

processes meat to our
neighbours in the south.

The environment which
ironically also abounds in
minerals also raises a
question whether ‘to mine or
not to mine?’ And the
pertinent question that we
need to ask is even if we mine
our minerals; how do we go
about it knowing that it will
destroy the environment -
the very place we call home.
And if we destroy the
environment we also destroy
the beauty of this land for
which we are all proud of.
The nature and the
environment around us is
intrinsic part of our lives.
When our poets sing about
our land, they praise the
beauty of the rolling hills, the
crystal clear waters and the
clean and fresh air that blows
along across. They do not
sing about the big houses,
the big and expensive cars
that we have and branded
clothes that we wear,
because that is not what
defines us.

And when we are away,
we always long to come back
to hills because we are part
of the hills and the hills are
part of us and they always
stay within us, therefore the
question is can we allow
mining at the cost of nature
and the environment that
defines us? Who are the
Khasi- Pnars without the
nature and environment
which they call mother and
their home? Mining should

be with due care and
concern for the
environment. The state
should therefore come up
with a policy which would
see that minimum damage

is done to the
environment.
Our claim to be

educational hub of the
north east is gone, the
sheen has been taken
away by Guwahati. We will
never be able to beat
Guwahati anymore on this.
If at all we still want to
promote Meghalaya as a
hub for Education, we
need to introspect and
come up with new ideas.
We need to encourage
institutions which provide
new courses or programs,
there is no need of starting
engineering colleges
because we already have
plenty of engineers now
who are not employed or
semi employed. There is
also no need of starting
institutes which teach
nursing and  other
paramedical courses
because we already have
nurses, lab technicians
and even physiotherapist
in plenty and it is the same
scenario all over the
country. Perhaps medical
institutes are viable
because this is one
profession that is lacking
in the country.

The document should
also give direction on the
alliance policy towards
promotion of sustainable
tourism which will help
create employment for the
youths. We need to
protect the pristine
environment (which is our
only USP) and also
emphasise on preserving
the myriad cultures of the
area. Ecotourism should
also include cave tourism,
adventure tourism and
culture tourism.
Meghalaya should not
only target to be another
hill station in the country.
It should also try to attract
tourists from Bangladesh
and better still (as the
former DC of Jaintia Hills,
FR Kharkongor
suggested) if we can sell
Meghalaya as the nearest
hill station for the
diplomats who are working
in Bangladesh.

Obviously, the people
who live in the state and
the land where we live is
our strength and as long
as we know how to take
care of the two we will be
fine. In a random manner
these are some of the
pointers to the proposed
document. Hopefully it
will help provide the state
with a direction where the
alliance plans to take
Meghalaya in the next five
years.

TOTHE EDITOR

Is this PIL
really in public
interest?

Editor,

The recent PIL filed in the
Hon'ble High Court of
Meghalaya makes one
wonder if the petitioner has
really acted in public
interest. The city has
witnessed in the last two
months several incidents of
trees being uprooted by
winds and heavy rains,
which caused a lot of
damage and public
inconvenience, like traffic
jams and damaged cars and
buildings. The tragic
incident of August 12, 2017
where a tree was uprooted
and killed two unfortunate
passers-by and injuring
others, coupled with the
inclement weather prompted
several citizens to rush to
the authorities in the
government to cut down
trees which were
precariously hanging over
their residences or
thoroughfares. The
response of the authorities
was to have the offending
trees removed, much to the
relief of the petitioners.

No sooner had the forest
department begun removing
these trees when the
Hon'ble High Court stepped
in on the basis of a PIL filed
by one Kaustav Paul and
stopped the much needed
removal of dangerous trees.
My questions to Paul is
whether it was really in
public interest that the PIL
was filed? Who stands to
gain from the damages and
deaths caused by falling
trees? Having brought
about the stoppage of
removal of dangerous trees,
will he hold himself
personally responsible for
any untoward incident that
may (God Forbid) occur
subsequently? Can he
guarantee that his actions
will stop trees from falling?

The environment is a
factor that he may take
refuge behind, but he
should also be aware that
interventions by humans in
changing the environment
to suit humanity are also
important. When a tiger
turns man eater, it is
eliminated. Similarly, other
actions are taken in a host
of different situations that
warrant the deviation from
normal practices. When
trees turn from being carbon

sinks, water retainers, and all
it is that trees are supposed
to do, generally being good
for environment to
becoming threats to human
life and property, should
they not be removed? Is an
entire forest of trees worth
the life of a loved one?
These are the questions
that linger in my mind and
through this medium I hope
to raise similar concerns in
the minds of like-minded
people.
Yours etc.,
Michael Syiemiong
Shillong -3

Pre-emptive
action needed

Editor,

We have not yet
recovered from the shock of
the tragic event on August
13 where three innocent
lives were lost due to the
collapse of a tree from the
Governor’s  compound.
Since then there have been
cases of other trees falling
onto the road endangering
the lives of people. Months
ago I had written about the
need to cut down such
dangerously leaning trees

as a preventive measure
but it seems that our
government authorities are
“post factum”
implementers and so they
wait till a tragedy happens.
This is sheer
irresponsibility and lack of
respect for human safety.
On my way down to
Barapani, I witnessed a
number of trees along the
stretch of road from
Mawiong to the Umiam
Dam, which are leaning
dangerously like
Damocles’ swords. Most of
those trees are showing
signs of weakening at the
roots and one day they will
just fall onto some
unfortunate travellers. I
believe that every traveller
who passes that way
would feel dismayed at the
possibility of such an
accident. I would therefore
appeal as a citizen, to the
government  authority
(perhaps the Forest
Department) to have those
leaning trees cut down as
a pre-emptive measure to
avoid the further loss of
innocent lives.
Yours etc.,
Barnes Mawrie,
Viaemail

Revival of
compassionate
ground
appointment

Editor, ,

Apropos the letter by
Desmond Lyngdoh on the
above issue where he insults
the state government
employees of enjoying state
government’s largesse, I find
the allegations baseless and
absurd. I would like to tell
him first that government
employees work hard for the
uplift of their state and the
people. In the meantime, if
someone expires while
discharging his/her duties,
then it is also the duty of the
government to look into the
welfare of the family members
of the deceased who died in
harness by offering whatever
job it has in the department.
It is not relevant to offer the
job held by the deceased but
government can help the
bereaved family by offering
a job of the lowest post in
the service for the family to
survive. If a bereaved family
is denied this privilege then
it could be presumed that the

government wants the
services of the deceased
only while he/she is alive.
Hence the proposal of the

3rd Meghalaya Pay
Commission for
appointment on

compassionate grounds is
much awaited.

The issues pertaining
to the grievances of
Meghalaya State
Government Employees
are relevant. What we are
getting now is obsolete,
considering the rise in
prices of  essential
commodities, high cost of
renting accommodation
and so on. We are
therefore compelled to
urge the government to
look into our demands

leniently.

So, whatever the 5th
Meghalaya Pay
Commission has

recommended is to be

implemented for greater

interest of the employees.

We shall continue to strive
for our demands.

Yours etc.,

Waillingstone

N.Marak

Organising Secretary,

AMDMOA

Garo Hills Region

Tura

Modi should push for intensive

collaboration of brics

Ninth summit must draw a
roadmap for broader
partnerships

By Nitya Chakraborty

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is participating at the
Ninth Summit of the BRICS
nations-Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Affica - at
Xiamen city in China on
September 3 to 5 this year,
Mr. Modi is leaving for
China following the easing
of tensions at the Doklam
area of India-Bhutan-China
border and this gives the
Indian Prime Minister a
good opportunity to have
effective bilateral
discussions with his host
Chinese President Xi
Jinping. During the recent G-
20 summit, the atmosphere
at the border at Doklam was
surcharged and there was no
initiative on the part of
anyone to have a bilateral
meeting to discuss the
border issue. But on the eve
of the BRICS summit, the
standoff is over and
Chinese officials have
indicated how important it is
for them to widen economic
relations with China.

It is to be acknowledged
that the sudden softening of
the Chinese position had to
do with the coming BRICS
meeting to be hosted by
China and the growing
business opportunities for
the Chinese companies in
India. China could not afford
to keep the logjam for long
in the interests of further
expansion of their
investments and trade in
India. That is a positive
development for India also
since despite demands from
some quarters, the Modi
government did not put any
restrictions on Chinese
business activities during
the period of Doklam
standoff. Indian policy
makers knew that the
tensions will be contained
by China and despite
provocative statements in
their media, Chinese
government will not opt for
the path of confrontation.

Indian Prime Minister is
therefore in an
advantageous position
politically at the BRICS
summit. India has shown
restraint and China has
retraced its steps. The
ground is fertile to take this
understanding forward by
expanding areas of
cooperation in the interests
of both the countries as also
other members of the
BRICS. Among the member
nations, Indian PM is better
placed to play a pro active
role at the summit to impart
a big push to the
cooperation. Brazil
President Temer is under
cloud and he is facing
corruption charges in his
country’s Parliament. South
African President Zuma has
just scraped through a non
confidence vote in the SA
parliament but his credibility
is low. Both Brazil and South
Africa are faced with serious
economic crisis. Chinese
president Xi Jinping is
facing his Communist Party
Congress later this year and
he has to make a success of
the BRICS summit to
vindicate his leadership
capabilities before the
delegates at the Congress.
Russian President Putin is
still isolated in Europe on
Ukraine issue and his
equation with the US
president Donald Trump,
has not yet clicked.

That way, most of the
BRICS nations are not in the
best of times. Indian PM can
therefore play a vital role in
leading BRICS summit to
evolve some strategy which
will give a big push to the
economies of the member
countries. China, as a host
has set the theme of the
Ninth Summit as BRICS:
Stronger Partnership for
Bigger Future”. China
expects that the Xiamen
summit will promote
members  strengthening
solidarity and collaboration

as also improving global
governance. Chinese
President wants that the
BRICS cooperation will
progress to a new level after
this summit and BRICS will
emerge as a very influential
platform for South- South
cooperation. Cooperation
among the emerging market
bloc will push forward the
establishment of a more fair
and rational international
order.

India fully subscribes to
this view and at the last Goa
summit, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi mentioned
that the process of
institution building in
BRICS must continue to
remain a focus area and the
institutions must support
the development of the
BRICS members. Modi also
mentioned of emphasis on
digital technology, smart
cities, urbanization and
collaboration  between
BRICS cities. He said that
the next billion internet
users will come from the
emerging markets.

The Goa declaration at
the Eighth BRICS summit
called for a number of

actions by the BRICS
members in 2017 and India
has been consistently

urging the members to
follow up those as a part of
their joint efforts to foster
cooperation among the
members. The  most
important is the proposal to
set up a BRICS credit rating
agency. Presently the US
rating agencies Moody’s
Investor Services and
Standard & Poor dominate
the rating market and they
have in many cases, taken a
partisan view in rating the
economies of the
developing countries. Like
the setting up of New
Development Bank under
BRICS, an independent
rating agency will be of big
use to the BRICS members
and the agency can be of
help to the other developing
countries outside the
BRICS.

India wants that work on
the setting up of the BRICS
Credit Rating Agency be
speeded up and like New
Development Bank, it
should start playing a
crucial role in helping the

economies of the
developing countries.
Further, India also

emphasizes the need for
building BRICS Agriculture
Research centre, BRICS
Railway Research centre
and BRICS Sports Council.
Apart, Indian position is
that there is a clear need to

build norms, create
structure and pool
capacities to stop tax

evasion and fight against
black money and
corruption. India favours
the doubling of intra BRICS
trade from US $ 250 billion
in 2015 to US$ 500 billion in
2020.This requires
businesses of five member
nations to step up their
engagement in a big way.
The geo political reality
is that the US foreign policy
is unpredictable and what
ever sweet words, the US
President Donald Trump
says about India and Modi,
in reality what exactly, Trump
will do nobody knows. India
should maintain its strategic
relations with Russia and
try to improve further its
relations with China. Indian
PM should try to remove
misgivings among the
Chinese about India’s
closeness to USA. An
understanding between
India, Russia and China on
key political and economic
issues, will act as a game
changer. India can do it
keeping its  national
interests intact.PM Modi
can make use of Xiamen
summit to achieve both
economic and political
objectives. (IPA Service).




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2017

(SIX)

“The teacher who is indeed wise
does not bid you to enter the house of
his wisdom but rather leads you to the

threshold of your mind”

--- Khalil Gibran

The Shillong Times

Vol No: LX No. 26

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2017

New Education Policy

IT is heartening that the Union Government is

reforming its education policy. Currently the policy

encourages a dead level of mediocrity on the
academic scene. Politicians and bureaucrats dictate
policy. The official think tank, Niti Aayog is now set
to go for reforms. It has approached Finance and
HRD ministries asking for amendment to laws in order

to promote foreign university entry and private

investment. The emphasis on indigenisation of
education shutting out Anglo-American influence

seeks to be gone. Education should be in the hands

of 'not for profit' bodies.' Underhand practices like
capitation fees should be abolished. Such practices

allow entry of teachers without commitment to quality.

Curbs on tuition fee and student intake have on the

other hand prevented the growth of colleges into

Universities. There is a veritable licence raj with the

result that Indian Universities rank low in the global
order. There is a brain drain. The number of Indian
students studying abroad has doubled from 84,000
in 2005 to 1.66 lakhs in 2015. It is a sad reflection
on the state of education in India.

Itis reported that the Union Government is reviving

norms for 20 public and private universities which
can measure up to world class and can be regarded

as centres of eminence. It is of course generally

admitted that official legislation will not serve the
purpose. Nor will conferring labels. Hard work and

autonomy alone can foster creativity. The reservation

policy should not allow de-recognition of merit.
Instead of twenty institutes following a similar

curriculum there should me many breathing the air of

maximum autonomy. Education needs a complete
overhaul to include skills building as part of the general
curriculum if the country is to get its act together and

make its youth a potential human resource that is

employable.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 1, 1989

The end of a controversy

The centre has decided
to set up a Central
University in Cachar district
of Assam, Mr L P Shahi,
Minister of State for
Education and Culture told
the Rajya Sabha last week
in reply to a question by
Mrs. Bijoya Chakraverty.
That a Central University
for Assam, which had none
so far, was well on the card
was known for several
years now and if it did not
see the light of day yet it
was because of the fierce
controversy raging from

the very start over its
location,the rival valleys
claiming it with equal gusto.
The Rajya Sabha
announcement settles the
issue at last by allotting the
University to Cachar in the
Barak valley, a clear victory
for Mr Santosh Mohan Deb,
the Union Minister from
this valley, whohas been
promising this institution

for Cachar through
successive LokSabha
elections he has

successfully fought on this
issue.

The Hackathon
Proposal

By Toki Blah

The Shillong Times of
August 26, 2017 carried a
news item regarding the
launching of a Hackathon in
the state of Meghalaya. I,
for one was thoroughly
stumped as this was the first
instance one had ever come
across such a word. The
New International Webster's
Comprehensive Dictionary
was of no help. Ultimately
some friends who
apparently kept abreast with
the latest development in
the world of digitised
English informed me that the
word stood for an event
where computer
programmers , graphic
designers and project
managers collaborate
intensively on any given
software project. The
Shillong Hackathon will
apparently focus and
collaborate on solutions to
problems such as waste
management, traffic
management, unsatisfactory
electricity supply, poor water
supply, housing etc., issues
that have plagued and
tormented us all for so long.
Problems perhaps where
hardware and financing are
not so difficult to get but
where the soft skills of
cooperation and
collaboration within the
various agencies of the
state are sorely missing. It
is of course a state Govt
proposal for the benefit of
the citizens of this state, and
that is simply one part of the
problem. Out of previous
experience we therefore
expect the KHADC and the
Synjuk ki Rangbah Shnong
ka Bri U Hynniewtrep or
whatever they call
themselves, to immediately
maintain their distance from
this devilish attempt to usurp
their 6th Schedule
jurisdiction and status.
Confrontation is the key
word in  Meghalaya.
Cooperation, collaboration
and understanding is
strictly for the birds!

One of
the key issues for the
Hackathon to address is
cleanliness and waste
management. Shillong's
inability to manage waste
(how to collect it, how to
transport it and its friendly
environmental disposal) is
rapidly becoming the
biggest  environmental
problem and hazard we are
facing today. Everyone
blames the Government for
this looming disaster,
forgetting in the process,
that there are other equally
responsible institutions for
management of the city's
waste; institutions that have
prevented a specific civic
institution called the
Municipality from

addressing the city's civic
needs: and that in the final
analysis, the Govt is of our
own making and that each
one of us make up what is
called Government. So no
one is to blame but
ourselves! But there are
people out there who
fiercely insist (why, how
and on what grounds is a
mystery) that the state
Government is a hostile
entity out to destroy our
indigenous make up and
identity. Mystery is why
should these very same
people then contest the
next MLA elections so that
they can form the next
Government, which
immediately will be dubbed
anti- people ? It's stupid; it's
outrageous; its sheer
hypocrisy; there is no
other word for it. Tragedy
is that, as an electorate, we
simply relish such double
political talk!

The Sunday supplement
of the ST, Aug 27, 2017 has
highlighted the plight of
the Umiam lake. We, that is
all of us, are turning a
picturesque water body
into the biggest septic tank
in the world. The Wah
Umkhrah is the sewer that
empties into it. The river
has turned into a sewer but
any community initiative to
clean up both lake and river
will immediately run up
against a stone wall. The
Secretariat babus,
especially in the Urban
affairs, will simply produce
a snort of contempt. The
KHADC will claim
ownership and jurisdiction.
"Keep away, don't touch
that river. It is ours and only
we can do anything about
it!."  The traditional
institutions led specifically
by their Synjuks, which
more or less have
shamelessly shed off all
political neutrality, will
back up such claims of
ownership and 6th
Schedule status. But the
whole issue is not about
ownership. The poor river
needs cleaning up and if
you are the owner then
clean it up ! What's your
problem?

The problem of
development or should one
say underdevelopment in
Meghalaya is the refusal of
its social / political
institutions to  work
together. Take the current
MUDA imbroglio for
instance. What difference
does it make as to who
imposes building
regulations. The objective
is to ensure strong resilient
structures to safeguard

residents against disasters?
Will a 7.5 richter scale quake
respect KHADC jurisdiction
and spare the miserable and
technically unsupervised
structures  within  6th
Schedule areas? True that
MUDA permission fees are
excessively high. So tell the
Govt to bring it down. What
prevents us from doing so?
It's a sin to play politics with
the safety of the innocent
public. They don't deserve
it even if it means winning
elections for a few. It's
absurd to suspect your own
elected Govt of
encroachment into 6th
Schedule areas. This is just
a political gimmick and we
fall for it. Surprisingly there
is total absence of protest
when Government spends
money for rural
development. Let us be very
clear about one thing. The
people who created this
whole idea of encroachment
into 6th Schedule areas are
current sitting MDCs. If by
chance they all do become
MLAs and (Isha Allah)
ministers of the Government
after 2018, will they still
continue to oppose MUDA?
It's a very safe bet they will
not. It will also be very clear
then that once again we
have been fooled. Once
again we have been led up
the garden path. When will
we ever learn?

One of the
questions  before  the
Hackathon is how to

manage our solid waste. It's
a complicated problem but
let this write-up attempt a
solution at one aspect of the
problem. Our shnongs/
localities are very familiar
with the concept of 'Ka
Pynkhuid shnong.' Once or
twice a year we all come out
of our respective houses to
clean up the locality we live
in. We claim it's a traditional
practice. Now why can't this
traditional practice be taken
to its logical modern
conclusion and each
household encouraged to
do it daily? "Impossible.
Simply impossible !" will be
the reaction to such a
proposal, but hang on a
minute and allow me to
explain. It is the routine and
daily chore of every
household in Shillong, rich
or poor, tribal or non tribal,
to sweep the house and
compound everyday. Now
why can't this chore be
extended to the footpath and
the patch of road in front of
every house, irrespective
from where and who litters
that patch. You do it for your
house, the neighbour to the
left and the neighbour to the

right as well as the
neighbour opposite the
road, do for their own
houses, and voila, the
whole street is kept clean

every day.
A question
arises, how does the

household then dispose
of what it has cleaned?
Here is where the dorbar
steps in to ensure
sustainable waste disposal

based on economic
practicalities. Through
paid local  workers

(unemployed youth of the
locality), segregation of
waste at every household
is ensured. These paid
workers  collect the
segregated waste as well
as report to the shnong
violations and non
cooperation if any. Thus
segregation is enforced by
the shnong. Each
household pays a
monthly fee for this waste
management concept. This
is no proposal for a new
tax. Actually every
shnong outside SMB is
doing it. The workers then
ensure that the segregated
waste is collected and
transported by specifically
designated degradable
waste and non degradable
waste trucks. The practice
is enforced by the shnong
unlike  the  present
unrealistic and unfounded
faith of the SMB on its
inspectors which doesn't
work!

Both degradable
and non degradable waste
have a ready market.
Degradable waste simply
needs space and time
before it turns into organic
manure to be sold off to
compost hungry
gardeners within the city
itself. Non degradable
waste, like plastic bags,
water bottles, glass and
scrap metal etc are sold off
by the kilo for recycling.
Tons of non degradable
waste is collected and sold
off at Marten everyday
and provides livelihoods
to hundreds of people.
The market needs to be
identified and  the
proceeds for sale of both
degradable and non
degradable waste will
contribute to the funds of
the shnong and the
sustainability of the
concept. The trick is not
to see waste (niut) as
waste per se, but as an
economic resource that
can bring in revenue (kaba
lah ban wanrah pisa). Give
it this economic
perspective and see the
enthusiasm of those who
can make a livelihood out
of it. Its bound to spread
like wild fire!

TOTHEEDITOR

Diana, Princess
of the masses

Editor,

Watching the respect
shown to late princess
Diana on the occasion of her
20th death anniversary
demonstrates how much
she is loved by the hoi
polloi. I cannot understand
why Prince Charles betrayed
this beautiful princess and
went for a hag. Will he one
day be the King? Hope not
as he is not worthy to sit on
the throne.

Yours etc.
A. Pyrtuh
Shillong-14

Teacher’s Day!

Editor,

On this Teachers' Day, let
us remember those millions
of children and child
labourers who do not know
the meaning of Right to
Education and will only
watch children going to
school with colourful
dresses. Generally, we go to
a place of worship to offer
money/ sweets to the gods
in order to get more material
things and to ensure a ticket
to heaven. Will God be
happy with those things

when we fail His children?
May our Divine Teacher
teach us that it is a folly to
give children the cold
shoulder and engage instead

in meaningless costly
religious rituals.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata
Evils of
corruption

Editor,

This refers to your story
"Corruption in NE needs to
be tackled" (ST- September
3,2017). Rampant corruption
in the country of course has
exacerbated the
backwardness of the
country. It is a fact that
corruption, like other social
evils such as bribery,
nepotism and favouritism,
has found acceptance in the
social psyche and behaviour.
Though all politicians are not
corrupt, even a very few can
deteriorate this entire
democracy and eat away
public money. So there has
to be some independent law
enforcing agency that can
punish any top guns in the
government machinery if the
allegations against them are
proved. Corruption in every

walk of our lives has been

destroying every
democratic institution that
our forefathers have

cherished. A corruption free
system is not a favour
granted to us by politicians.
It is our constitutional right.
We must remember that the
fruits of progress can reach
the masses only if we
control corruption.
Corruption is spreading like
an uncontrolled virus and
eating into our very
existence. If every citizen
comes forward to punish
the corrupt, the cancer of
corruption can be stemmed.
Yours etc.,

Vinod C. Dixit

Ahmedabad - 15

GSU elections

Editor,

The Students' Union of
Williamnagar Government
College recently held it's
election. I congratulate all
the elected members but I
specially congratulate and
thank the electors who have
came out in large numbers
to give strength to the
elected Students' Union and
the Election Commission of
the College which has kept
the spirit of democracy alive
by holding elections on

time. This is how the
democracy is sustained in
every institution so that
those leaders who are
elected do not get used to
power and  become
anarchic. The drama
exhibited by the pressure
groups during the recent
meeting on the ILP issue at
Shillong with cabinet
ministers is a blot on the
reputation of all NGOs in
general and Garo NGOs in
particular. The Tengsak-
led-GSU yelling at the
Balgra-led-GSU to get out
of the meeting was an
authoritarian move and a
foolish act.

In democracy, a leader of
an NGO/pressure group
derives power from their
supporters or electors. but
in the case of the Tengsak-
led-GSU, no one has
elected him as leader nor
has he been given any
powers. In fact election to
GSU is a closed chapter. So
for Tengsak to proclaim
himself as GSU leader is
illusionary. Let's delve into
the issue to understand
how Tengsak-led-GSU is
non-existent. After a long
gap, in 2015, when the GSU
(CEC) election was about
to happen it was called off
at the last minute by the
Election commission citing

mass manipulation by
Tengsak, the then president
GSU (CEC). Subsequently,
GSU CEC was dissolved and
interim body was formed to
continue its function. Thus,
there cannot be two GSUs
but only an interim body.
Hence for Tengsak's claim of
ebing GSU leader does not
hold water. Now, he is being
used by some tainted babus
to douse any genuine
societal issue. This is
dangerous to the health of
democracy, and we are
disturbed and unhappy with
these goings-on.

The Tengsak-led-GSU
cannot deny the truth. If he
is a true leader, he would not
have seized the GSU illegally
and immorally. If Tengsak is
a leader he would have called
for elections. People of his
age are now in the higher
echelons of the Government.
By now he should have
contested the MLA or MDC
election. This proves that he
is not a leader and does not
have any  leadership
qualities. After ILP meeting,
during tea, one cabinet
minister remarked, "Is such
an elderly person allowed in
GSU?"

To prevent further
embarrassment to the Garo
community the GSU's (CEC)
election must be held in a free

and fair manner at the
earliest. An independent
election commission
should be formed which
would include women. The
Presidential election
system of India (with
modification) should be
adopted with an electoral
college to include GSU
leaders of all the districts.
Otherwise every leader
has a following only in a

particular area. The
President (all GSU
leaders) should be

qualified to be re-elected
only for 2 complete terms
or within a certain age
criterion. This is important
because when they have
families their interests are
diverted only towards

money making and
business. These
proposals are not

exhaustive but they can
address the sorry state of

affairs of Garo
organisations.

Yours etc.,

Dogrik Marak,

Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Of Demagogues
and therr Chimera

By Yona Nonglang

Whether Charisma is
defined as grace and divine
bestowal, or personal
magnetism and charm that
causes people to feel
attracted and excited by
someone, or a qualifier for
personas with a penchant
for authoritarianism, it is that
conspicuous human trait
that has the capacity to
either build or destroy.

As a result, this gift that
can inspire enthusiasm and
popular loyalty comes along
with extraordinary
contradictions and
vulnerabilities. Exceedingly
covetable an attribute, it is
susceptible to a great deal
of mismanaging and
misreading. Those who can't

backwardness and
exploitation are often the
ones who pay the price. Like
the little ones of Hamelin
who were beguiled by the
hypnotic tunes of the
avenging pied piper, as he
led them to their scene of
execution, the deluded
disenchanted, usually, are
the most vulnerable targets
of these manipulators' most
cruel deceptions.

People who can be misled
by big lies can be pushed to
do irrational things. Their
blind loyalty renders them
willing to even die or kill for
the ones they've sold their
allegiance to. No longer
capable of  thinking

Personally suffering from the

delusion that he was the iibermench
who could spearhead the mythical
Aryan race domination, he went on

to dupe a majority of his fellow
Germans to fall for his, to rephrase
Roger Cohen, 'big lie that produced

big fears that produced their big
yearning for a strongman like him.'

handle their self-generated
compelling charm with grace
and accountability end up
making unpleasant
spectacles of themselves as
they cling on to positions of
responsibilities, the
demands of which are,
clearly, beyond their level of
competency. Is it any
wonder that some public
figures are subjected to
frequent lampooning
because they just can't live
up to the hype?

Is it also because high
office aspirants in the form
of abrasive, barefaced
power-hungry demagogues
have been unduly ascribed
with charisma because they
can stir up people's
emotions with their bluster?
It's not an uncommon thing
to witness such haranguers
pushing their way into
platforms where they can
unleash their vulgar display
of ignorance as they spew
their chauvinistic garbage.
And, since it's in the nature
of the existing social and
mass media businesses to
favor sensationalism, some
outlets seem to have gotten
into the habit of
unconscionably lionizing
benighted Machiavellians
with excessive aspirations.

In order to sustain their
charmed circle and to keep
their deluded supporters'
continuing blind loyalty
intact, these connivers are
forever on a mission to
create, as Roger Cohen
observes in one of his
essays, "big lies (that)
produce big fears that
produce big yearnings for
big strongmen."

We've all been subjected
to the hubristic
exhibitionism of such
characters. Agenda loaded
grandstanders that they are,
they're mnever shy of
sputtering their
sanctimonious platitudes
from just about every
accessible public platform in
their bid to confuse the
naive and to win over to
their side the gullible. The
way things are, if the self-
proclaimed messiahs do not

do the dirty work
themselves, there are always
the misguided, the

sycophants and the vested
interests who don't mind
propping up their 'chosen
ones' for their own selfish
reasons. In such cases,
hardly anyone bothers to
consider the whys and
wherefores of anything said
or done because
everybody's too busy
pushing forward their
respective agenda.

It's a real tragedy, this
whole travesty. Under such
circumstances, the
frustrated masses, ever
hopeful for the arrival of a
new knight in shining
armour who will rescue them
from the sad state of
impoverishment,

independently, they end up
taking their Svengalis'
words as gospel truth and
elevate such kinds of people
to the status of saviours.
Why would they bother to
question their heroes'
credibility? Even if they've
suffered the consequences
of their mendacity, fanatical
loyalists would still rise to
the defense of their
supermen to the needless
bitter end.

We all know how Hitler
influenced the mind and
imagination of his fellow
countrymen into embracing
his racially prejudiced
ideology. Personally
suffering from the delusion
that he was the tibermench
who could spearhead the
mythical Aryan race
domination, he went on to
dupe a majority of his fellow
Germans to fall for his, to
rephrase Roger Cohen, 'big
lie that produced big fears
that produced their big
yearning for a strongman
like him.'

Clearly, many of the
Germans of Hitler's time
didn't have it in them to
critically and appropriately
respond to their Fiihrer's
disturbing notion of racial
superiority. The rest of the
world could have been
spared the pain and loss it
had to go through if only
they hadn't propped him the
way they did. As for the
courageous minority that
dared organise the
resistance against that
brutal regime, it was either
the concentration camps or
the bullets of the Nazi firing
squad for punishment.

Bigotry, indeed, had the

upper hand, and the
consequences were
catastrophic and
demoralising for both

Germany and the rest of
humanity. It took World War
II, the deadliest and most
devastating conflict in
history, to finally make the

Germans of that time
acknowledge their
complicity in that

bloodthirsty quest of their
unhinged mass murderer
and his ruthless underlings.

Similarly, in our
generation, those who
choose to ignore the siren
call of racial superiority are
not only accused of being
turncoats, but also of being
jealous of their power
lusting madmen who are
"blessed" with the gift of
oratory and charm. That,
however, shouldn't take
anybody by surprise.
History tends to repeat
itself when people are
incapable of appreciating its
object lessons.

(The author writes on
Religion, Social Issues and
Current Affairs. Two of her
novels, TEILANG and THE
WAY AS THEY SEE IT, are
available online as e-
books).
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“You were merely wishing for the end of

pain, the monster said. Your own pain.

An end to how it isolated you. It is the
most human wish of all.”

--- Patrick Ness
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Governance failure on all fronts
GOVERNANCE in Meghalaya is given short shrift.
The High Court has had to step in on areas that should

have been the remit of the Executive. From trees

that pose a threat to passers-by in the city to zebra

crossings at busy traffic junctions, to garbage

collection, the Court has literally pushed the

Government to perform. Traffic jams are the latest

challenge. Reaching one point to another within the

city taxes the patience of commuters and it is inevitable

that their blood pressure would rise on account of

the tension of reaching their destinations within the

designated time. The road condition in Shillong and

its suburbs has deteriorated beyond recognition.

Should people approach the court of law to address

this problem too? Clearly there is governance failure

on all fronts and this is acutely felt by citizens. One of

the reasons for the traffic jam which beggars all

description is the non-cooperation of the elite schools

of the city to use school buses for ferrying their

students. Meghalaya is the only state where private

vehicles by the thousands converge on the already

crowded roads in the morning and afternoon to drop

and pick up students. Attempts to make the schools

use school buses have met with a stiff resistance from

the principals. Deputy Commissioners past and

present have appealed to the better judgment of

school principals but failed miserably. The

Government meanwhile, seems incapable of coming

down heavily on these few schools. At some point

the court will have to step in here too on behalf of a

desperate citizenry.

On a daily basis the Meghalaya Electricity

Corporation Limited (MeECL) decides to go on

power shut down mode in large parts of the state

without prior notice. The Corporation is accountable

to no one. No amount of public complaints has
pushed the MeECL to perform. This is one

Corporation that needs to be told, "Perform or

Perish." But the Government has failed to use the

stick here too. Can the Mukul Sangma government

then claim to have delivered governance? On what

basis is the Chief Minister seeking votes from citizens

for2018?

Rohingya Refugees

Is it the last straw?

An urgent plea against a
proposal of the Government
of India to deport Rohingya
Muslim refugees in India
back to their native country
Myanmar is before the
Supreme Court. The plea
has been made by two
refugees facing imminent
threat in their country and
seeking protection of life
and liberty in India. A
challenge to our generosity,
but proverbial last straw!

It is estimated that there
are around 40,000 Rohingya
Muslim refugees in India.
The estimates do vary as
most of them  are
unregistered and hence
officially not recognised as
refugees by the
government. They are
spread across the country in
Muslim and non-Muslim
localities, but bulk of them
are staying in Jammu. The
apex court has asked the
Centre to respond to the
petition.

Bangladesh, Malaysia,
Indonesia, and Thailand
besides India are affected by
influx of this population
driven from their homeland.
According to latest
estimates based on
calculations of UN sources,
174,000 Rohingyas have
sought refuge in
Bangladesh since last
October. They include a
number of Hindus.

The issue basically is
between Rohingya Muslims
who claim to be
descendants of indigenous
inhabitants of Rakhine
region in  north-west
Myanmar and the
Government of Myanmar
which considers them as
refugees from Bangladesh.
They are denied Myanmar
citizenship under the
Citizenship Law of 1982 and
consequently deprived of
fundamental rights.

Added to that, they have
become targets of military
and police atrocities. It is
said that violence against
them by Buddhist nationals
led to large-scale exodus of
these people to
neighbouring countries by
land and water. They are
dubbed as "boat people" in
international media as they
travelled by crude boats.
Thus, it is purely an internal
problem of Myanmar in

which neighbouring
countries are drawn due to
proximity.

UN Convention of 1951
defines Refugee as "a
person who, owing to well-
founded fear of being
persecuted for reasons of
race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular
social group or political

By Dr S Saraswathi

opinion, is outside the
country of his nationality
and is unable or, owing to
such fear, unwilling to avail
himself of the protection of
that country".

This definition has been
gradually expanded in
international law to include
persons who have fled
their countries due to
armed conflicts, internal
turmoil, and gross
violation of human rights
who are referred to in
international politics as
humanitarian refugees.

The UNHRC considers
that Rohingya Muslims is
one of the most persecuted
ethnic groups in the world.
The Burmese army is
accused of perpetrating
various kinds of human
rights violations against
them -- murder, gang rape,
arson, infanticide and so
on. In the last one week, it
is reported that 2,600
homes of this community
were burnt down by
security  forces and
extremists. Over 1,000 are
reported killed in the
conflict in Rakhine State.

The 21st century is
witnessing a spate of
refugee problems
reminding us of the years
between the two World
Wars. Mass exodus from
Syria to European
countries has not subsided
yet. East Asia is erupting
with smaller but serious
human rights violations.
Refugee influx and illegal
migrations are faced in
India as in many countries
spoiling prospects of
cordial bilateral relations
with adjacent States and
sometimes creating local
conflicts.India is not a
signatory to 1951 UN
Convention on Refugees
and has not enacted any
legislation in the matter.
But, it scrupulously
follows the international
principle known as "Non-
refoulement” which
forbids States from forcibly
returning people to a
country where they would
be at real risk of human
rights violations. The
Convention was adopted
soon after World War II.
Today, it is very much a
relevant part of our
progress in humanitarian
ideals, but care is required
to ward against
exploitative regimes
generating refugees.

The  Indian  sub-
continent is historically
renowned for its
generosity in accepting

people of different races,
religions, languages and
nationalities and living in
peace with them. Apart from
the controversial Aryan
migration and the
demographic fall out of the
politics of the Partition of
India in 1947, India has been
home to many migrant
populations. From
Zoroastrians (Parsis) who
found refuge in India to
protect their religion in the
12th century and have taken
India as their permanent and
only homeland to present
day Rohingya Muslims who
seek protection for their life,
there have been several
population movements.
Tibetan refugees have
come in three waves - first in
1959 during Tibetan uprising
when 14th Dalai Lama fled to
India from Chinese
onslaught, second in 1980s
to escape political
repression, and the
continuing third wave in the
form of steady stream of
Tibetans to Dharamsala.
The Chakma tribals from
East Pakistan numbering
over 40,000 entered India and
were granted resettlement in
Arunachal Pradesh and
Indian citizenship. The
North-Eastern region is
home to illegal infiltration
problem and has gone
through  anti-immigrant
movements in Assam.
Afghan refugees
numbering over 60,000 came
to India in 1979-80 during the
Soviet-Afghan War. Again
about 15,000 Afghans,
mostly Hindus and Sikhs,
fleeing from Taliban regime
arrived and settled around
Delhi. Nomadic Pashtuns

from Pakistan settled
themselves in the Kashmir
Valley.

Sri Lankan  Tamils

numbering in lakhs, fleeing
from Sri Lankan military
operations, have arrived in
southern India and are living
in refugee camps in Tamil
Nadu and elsewhere. Having
strong linguistic and social
ties with Tamils in India, this
group, a creation of Sri
Lanka's internal politics, is
affecting Union-State
relations in India.

The biggest protection to
refugees comes from the
judiciary and advisories from
the Government of India. A
model law was drafted in
2002, but did not pass
through the legislative
process. The Foreigner's Act,
1946 amended in 2004
penalises entry into the
country without valid
documents thus permitting

deportation of refugees.
Moral and humanitarian
restraint seems to be than
formal legislations.
However, a law to
govern refugees will also

create  problems as
situations differ and
humanitarian
considerations vary

making application of
uniform legal
prescriptions irrational
and impracticable. Law
cannot solve all
humanitarian issues. A
judicious combination of
human rights issue,
national interests,
international relations, and
universal outlook is
required in dealing with
refugee problem.
Refugee crisis in
European nations in
recent times has led to
some drastic legislations
which are inconsistent
with  UN principles.
Denmark, for instance,
passed a law allowing the
authorities to confiscate
valuables from the
refugees to cover the cost
of their rehabilitation.
Fear of infiltration of
terrorists as refugees
cannot be ruled out.
France tightened its
emergency laws.
Indiscriminate policing
was unleashed in many
countries. Several
countries including
Germany have been
constantly monitoring
refugee status in their
national interests.
Refugee status, like
natural disaster, may fall
on anybody. It cannot be
prevented by individual
intelligence or tact. In the
prevailing international
context, refugees of
internal conflict number
more than war-time
refugees. They also
steadily grow in number
and infiltrate silently.
The  problem  of
Bangladesh today may be
more serious than that of
India. But, it will take no
time to spread further into
our country. India has to
guard against countries
trying to grab our territory
and send us refugees.
Refugee influx coupled
with  foreign illegal
occupation of our territory
is a double edged sword
that cannot be allowed.
Such a situation will
automatically nullify any
law protecting refugees,
for territorial integrity
comes first for any nation.
---INFA
( The writer is former
Director, ICSSR, New
Delhi)

TO THE EDITOR

Compassionate
posting

Editor,

Apropos to the letters to
editor by Messrs Jerome K.
Diengdoh Lyngdoh and N
Marak which appeared
recently where they had
quoted my letter appearing
sometimes ago my response
is as follows.

Whether the writers
agree or not most of the
untimely deaths of
Government servants is due
to bad habits especially
excessive drinking. If
someone disagrees I request
the Government to set up an
enquiry committee to look
into the cause of untimely
deaths of grade 4 and 3
employees for the last 10
years and find out the cause
of death.

How many of these
Government servants are
sincere? Let us have a
simple check. Go to the
Government offices at 10 am
and you will discover the
pathetic attendance. In rural
areas and far flung districts
people don't even attend
office regularly including
many PHCS which are
created for healthcare and
dealing with medical
emergencies. If anyone has
doubts let the enquiry
committee requested
conduct surprise checks
and find out the facts. Most

Government servants don't
have a moral right to talk
about sincerity.

Almost 50% population of
the state lives below
poverty line. I reiterate that
the families which require
real compassion are these
and not those families of the
deceased Government
servants who will be
receiving family pension and
other benefits whereas these
people have nothing.

Unlike many other states
Government jobs are the
most sought after jobs in
Meghalaya as there are not
many better private sector
jobs available. Every job is
therefore important in the
state as unemployment is on
the rise.

Government is not only
for Government servants
but for all. In the name of
welfare of Government
servants ~ one  cannot
compromise the interests of
vast majority who are more
deserving in all aspects.

Government servants in
the state therefore do not
deserve any special
consideration in the form of
compassionate
appointments. Let their
family members also
compete with the rest to
secure jobs like the rest in all
fairness and justice to all.

Yours etc.,
Desmond Lyngdoh
Shillong -4

Cabinet rejig

Editor,

This refers to your
editorial "Modi's cabinet
rejig" (ST- Sept 4, 2017). Itis
the PM's prerogative to
decide who he wants in his
Council of Ministers. Modi's
cognisance of performance
has also been a significant
factor. The 3rd reshuffle of
Council of Ministers
appears an attempt to
showcase 'performance’ and
'delivery' over
considerations of caste and
politics as the country
battles an  economic
downturn and agrarian
crisis. There is no doubt that
the inability to remove non-
performing heavyweights is
stark and has only
reinforced the public
perception of incompetence.

Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit
Ahmedabad - 15

Traffic jams in
Shillong

Editor,

Traffic jams in Shillong
has reached an alarming
stage. People from all walks
of life are facing this acute
problem day in and day out.
It is a cause of great worry
for everyone. No one knows
at what time one will reach
one's given destination. It is

uncertainty, anxiety and
frustration that one has to
undergo while being stuck
in traffic. =~ With each
passing day the problem
has on;ly aggravated. I feel
we have overlooked one
simple aspect. It is our
changing life style.
Because of easy
availability/ accessibility to
the transport system, we
have become lazy. Just look,
how people are waiting to
go to Police Bazar any time
of the day, from
Laitumkharah, Laban,
Jhalupara and adjoining
areas. I am not exaggerating
but during rush hours, one
has to wait at least forty -
five minutes to be able to
board / share a bus or cab.
Once inside a vehicle one
is unsure about reaching
one's destination.

Truly we are turning
ourselves into invalids. To
commute even a short
distance by walking has
become impossible. I feel
we have borrowed this
habit from other cities.
Whereas the topography
and weather conditions of
Shillong are ideal for
walking. There are many
shortcuts available. People
of my age (69 years) or
even younger, will vouch
for the fact that during our
time we walked to our
schools, colleges and our
place of our work. These
days we are all health
conscious; we talk of Yoga

or other forms of exercises.
Why not perform this simple
exercise of walking daily? If
we seriously want to reduce
the rush in our traffic then
the initiative of walking
should come from high
ranking officials, public
representatives, school
teachers and big
businessmen. Let's make
walking a fashion. It is
possible only in Shillong and
perhaps in all other hill
stations. The government
may also declare CHAKKA
JAM once a month, at least
within Shillong city and in its
suburb once every few
months. 1 suggest that
Government should continue
to construct footpaths with
railings at the present pace
and to depute more traffic
police at road crossings
particularly during school
timings. I think, we need not
mimic the New Delhi type
'Even and Odd numbers
vehicles plying every
alternate day' to regulate the
traffic.

Yoursetc.,
Krishna Chettri
Shillong- 2
LPG problems
Editor,
There was an

advertisement on Sep 2, 2017
calling for LPG distributors
in  various parts of
Meghalaya, except
Resubelpara, despite it being
the headquarters of North

Garo Hills. Earlier there
was advertisement calling
for LPG distributors for

Resubelpara too,
however, probably due to
some issues of non-
transparency in the

selection process by the
Company, the project
could not take off. My
humble request is that the
lottery for the selection of
the distributor should be
genuine (not pretend to be
transparent by picking up
one lucky candidate,
when, probably all the
other papers contain the
name of that same lucky
candidate), or it should not
be used when there is a
clear-cut eligible person
who fulfills the required
criteria. Whatever
happened has happened
for Resubelpara, but it is
high time that, we, the
residents get LPG supply
at our place too. In these
few years, the cost of LPG
has doubled. Over and
above that the people of
Resubelpara are paying
more for the cylinder as it
comes from the
neighbouring town.
Yours etc.,
A concerned citizen

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Brics summit, doklam resolution raise Modi's stature

China’s backing of
anti-terrorism stand
major victory

By Subrata Majumder

In spite of China sending
a signal to Modi before the
BRICS summit that any
reference to Pakistan
sheltering terrorism would
jeopardize the summit,
Narendra Modi managed to
bring the issue to the centre
stage. The Joint Declaration
of the five-nations BRICS
Forum at its 9th Summit in
Xiamen city in China named
Pakistan based outfits Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) and
Lasdhkar-e-Toiba (LeT) as
scary terrorist groups and
called for the extermination
of terrorism from their soils.
China was the chairperson
of the summit.

This reflects a big boost
to Modi's stature in the
global leadership, enabling
him to walk taller at the
summit especially after the
resolution of the Doklam
stand-off. "Modi goes to
China with enhanced stature
and stronger leadership
credential than Xi Jinping",
according to Professor
Mohan Malik of Asia Pacific
Centre for Security Studies.

This was the first time
that an Asian leader has
taken on the might of China.
Supporting the move,
China's powerful media
Global Times was assertive
of the success of BRICS in
burying the hatchet of
political differences.
"BRICS are expected to go
beyond the differences in
political systems and
ideologies," it pronounced.

After failing to perk up
the globalization mood at
the Davos World Economic
Forum last January, China
reignited the tone of
globalization at the 9th
BRICS summit. In both the
summits China was the
chairperson. Chinese
President Xi Jinping called
for an uptick in globalization
at the BRICS summit and
rejected protectionism for
the better health of global
economy. "Only openness
delivers progress and
inclusiveness sustain such
progress,” he declared.

In Davos, American
President Trump's pulling
out of the WEF summit and
notifying the exit from TPP

gave shivers to pro-
globalization interests.
Eventually, the Davos

summit- the world's biggest
economic forum - ended in a
limbo, shredding hopes on
the Chinese model of
globalization through OBOR
(One Belt One Road) .

BRICS - the acronym of
five countries (Brazil,
Russia, India, China and
South Africa) - is the forum
for independent
international action to
encourage commercial,
political and cultural
cooperation between the
member countries. Even
though the aim of BRICS is
to push forward economic
engagement among the
member countries by
financial sustainability and
infrastructural development,
the 8th Summit in Goa saw
heightened political
engagement.

At the same time, India is
unlikely to discard
protectionism at the behest
of China's call for
globalization. Protectionism
continues to be one of the
main pillars for the success
of Make in India drive. High
Custom tariff and import
substitution will be the roller
coaster to China-style
globalization.

China is the biggest
beneficiary of globalization.
This is the prime reason that
China has been advocating
for it. Protectionism will
restrict Chinese growth.
According to Beijing
custom official Huang
Songpin, "The trend of anti-
globalization is becoming
increasingly evident, and
China is the biggest victim
of the trend." Given that
protectionism is
intensifying in the Trump
era, fears looms large over
Chinese growth.

China is an export-

oriented economy and the
US has been the engine for
China's economic growth. It
is the biggest destination for
China's exports, sharing 18
percent of China's exports.
Trump's import substitution
plus approach through tariff
barriers and encouraging
domestic production will
possibly bring American
investors back to the US.
Similarly, Modi's Make in
India will reduce
dependence on imports from
China. Currently, China
accounts for the biggest
share of India's imports,
fueling a wide trade deficit.
Protectionist policies by the
US and India will pose a
double whammy for China's
export-led growth.

Modi's visit to China to
attend the 9th BRICS Summit
comes after India refused to
join OBOR. The Chinese
OBOR initiative is to address
its domestic problems.
China is engulfed by
unbalanced regional
development and sagging
economy. Its economy
dipped to 6.9 percent in 2016,
lower than India while the
capital flight intensified. A
large financial package by
Chinese government failed
to gear up the economic
activity. Geopolitical
connectivity is the core of
Chinese OBOR led
globalization rather than
economic spread.

India considers that the
Chinese OBOR
infrastructure link
globalization violates the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of India by virtue
of the CPEC project (China-
Pakistan-Economic-
Corridor). CPEC passes
through Gilgit-Baltistan in
Pakistan occupied Indian
territory in Kashmir.

China needs India more
than India needs it. China's
eagerness for investment in
India comes after its loss of
cost competitiveness and
India's neutrality in the
South China sea dispute in
the wake of the ruling of UN
international court of
arbitration. These factors
warrant China's ardent need
for India's support.

China and India are the
main drivers of BRICS
economy. The external
health of three other
economies of BRICS - Brazil,
Russia and South Africa - is
closely inter-linked with
China. With China slipping
into lower growth trajectory,
concerns are looming large
over the economic health of
three member economies.

China is the biggest
export destination for two
BRICS countries - Brazil and
South  Africa-and the
second biggest destination
for Russia. China accounted
for 18 percent of Brazil's
global exports. The most
important export earning of
Brazil is iron ore and China
accounts for 47 percent of
Brazil's export of iron ore.
The fall in Chinese steel
output will lead to further
drop in imports of iron ore
by China and this wll have a
major impact on the Brazilian
economy .

Similarly, China is the
second biggest stakeholder
of Russia's oil export, which
accounts for Russia's
biggest export earning,
sharing about 70 of its
global exports. Similarly,
China accounts for 15
percent of Russia's oil
export. Thus China is the
pivot to Russia's export.
Given China's predominance
in Russia's oil export, a drop
in oil import by China will
likely cast a shadow on the
Russian economy, which is
already reeling under
recession.

China is the biggest trade
partner of South Africa and
the biggest importer of its
iron ore - the second biggest
item of South Africa exports.
The slump in steel
manufacturing in China will
unleash a major impact on
South Africa's iron ore
export (IPA Service)
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Assault on Freedom of Speech
SENIOR journalist, editor and activist Gauri Lankesh
who was only 55 was shot dead by unidentified

assailants at her home in Bengaluru. Four bullets were
pumped into her body. The assailants were

presumably following her on her way back from her

place of work. She had been living alone in recent
times. The police are hoping that CCTV footage from

cameras which Lankesh had put up at her home may

lead to some clues about the killers. She had of course

faced a number of threats recently from rightist forces.

She was known for her strident opposition to

Hindutva advocates. Her murder is reminiscent of
the killing of rationalist writer M M Kalburgi in 2015.
Kalburgi's murder still remains unsolved. Karnataka

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said that police teams
have been set up to investigate Lankesh's murder.

Union Minister of state for information and

broadcasting, Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, has
condemned the heinous killing.

Gauri Lankesh had carried at least 8 stories critical

of the Union government and its leaders in the last 3
months. She had damned the Rohingya crisis and

slammed Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

demonetisation policy. In her last weekly column, she
wrote on the death of children at the Baba Raghu
Das Medical College and Hospital in Gorakhpur. She
also criticised the removal of its doctor, Kafeel Khan.

On social media she shared posts criticising the BJP

government. Her Facebook page carried a picture
of the Dalit student, Rohit Vermulla who had
committed suicide. Lankesh's killing was hardly the

first of its kind in India. So much for freedom of the

press in this country!

| LOOKING BACK |

May 1, 1989

No Trust motionagainst Tripura
Min-istry admitted

A no confidence motion
against the eleven month
old Congress (I) Tripura
UpajatiJuba Samity
coalition Ministry was
admitted in  the state
assembly today. The motion
was moved by opposition
CPI (M) leader and former
Chief Minister Mr.Nripen
Chakraborty,Speaker Mr.
Joytirmoy  would be
discussed tomorrow. Mr.

Chakraborty , in his motion
said the people had lost
confidence in the Council of
Ministers headed by Mr.
Sudhir Ranjan Majumdar.
This is the first time the
opposition raised a no
confidence motion. In the
sixty member assembly the
Congress (I) has a strength
of TUJS in seven and the Left
Front 27 and one seat
vacant.

BRICS: India Steals Show

Keep China engaged

India came out in flying
colours in the 9th BRICS
meeting at Xiamen last week.
Indeed, the second
diplomatic success
following Doklam's peaceful
disengagement after 74
days of India-China military
stand-off. Importantly, for
the first time, BRICS
leadership resolved to fight
terrorism together and
mentioned Pakistan based
terrorist groups.

Undeniably, a clear
departure from Chinese
intransigence on eschewing
any mention of Pakistan as
a terror hub. Recall, at Goa,
due to Beijing's objection
terrorism was not discussed
at all. Asserted Chinese
President after BRICS
leaders meetings and a
bilateral with Modi, "We
should put our relations on
the right track and China will
seek  guidance  from
Panchseel, the five
principles agreed between
the two countries for
peaceful co-existence".

Clearly, a profound and
promising statement for co-
operation inasmuch as
relations between India and
China had plummeted quite
low in the recent past.
Added Foreign Secretary
Jaishankar, "Talks between
the two Heads of States
were forward-looking not
backward looking".
However, although India
appears to be the gainer in
this meeting; a successful
summit concluded to the
satisfaction of both India
and China.

How did it come about?
What were the drivers for
reconciliation and promise
of partnership between New
Delhi and Beijing? The
naysayers and the prophets
of doom would argue that
China makes right sounds in
international forums but
would not adhere to its

promises.
Beijing is known for
duplicitous  behaviour.

Some China watchers also
warn against being carried
away by Chinese bonhomie
as they do not really mean
it. Critics would remind us
of Hindi-Chini bhai bhai
days that preceded the
India-China wars in 1962.
Such apprehensions may
come true or might not.

Times have changed
whereby there is greater
transparency and

accountability both in

words and actions.
Pertinently, BRICS was

launched in 2006 largely at

By Dr DK Giri

Beijing's behest to create
an alternative power centre
in political and economic
terms. Both China and
Russia were wary of
countering America's
growing power in the
world. Beijing and Moscow
sought to create a multi-
polar world to promote
multi-lateralism.

BRICS was meant to be
a hedge against American
domination of world
politics. Brazil and South
Africa joined with their
respective calculations.
India was wary of American
calling the shots in Asia
without a countervailing
force. Consequently, India
in search of markets found
in China a big economy. As
an immediate neighbour it
was in New Delhi's interest
to stay as a friend and
partner in BRICS with
China.

Undeniably, BRICS has

progressed since its
launch. A new
Development Bank to

support development in
BRICS countries has been
set up at Shanghai and US$
1.5 billion has been
invested in seven
infrastructure projects.
The second package is
of US$ 2.5-3 billion. A

financial mechanism
Contingent Reserve
Arrangement which

protects members against
fluctuations in their
currencies is also in place,
similar to 'stabex’
stabilisation of foreign
exchange set up by the
European Commission in
its Lome Convention.
Recall, an Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bank was set up early last
year.

The other objective of
BRICS is to help improve
global governance and
reform of the global
financial architecture.
BRICS countries represent
40 percent of the world
population. International
political experts suggest
that BRICS is better than G-
20 which is too unwieldy.

So far so good. But, as
SAARC is stalled by India-
Pakistan rivalry BRICS
viability is being
threatened by New Delhi-
Beijing tension. Stated
London's Kings College
Prof of Chinese Studies
Kerry Brown, BRICS is
promising but it requires

stronger partnership for a
brighter future. Perhaps the
Chinese negotiators heard
him at Xiamen and put their
stamp on a stronger
partnership with India.

Undoubtedly, there are a
few discernible drivers for
Chinese diplomacy to
accommodate India's
biggest concern over
Pakistan sponsored
terrorism. New Delhi made
Beijing realize that they have
a role in global governance
as the space has been
vacated by US as it is
retreating into protectionism
under Donald Trump. Hence,
China has the opportunity to
lead the gloablisation
process.

Two, Beijing's new ally
Moscow seems to have
prevailed on China to take a
stand on terrorism and not
over-protect Pakistan which
is on the international radar
for hosting terrorist groups
and could do so at the risk
of heavy loss of credibility.
Beijing is under a cloud as
China is the only country
supporting North Korea
which continues to conduct
nuclear tests.

Three, Beijing began to
reckon India's growing clout
in international politics, its
diplomatic ability to garner
support and make friends. It
realized that their military
push and shrill media rhetoric
would not work anymore:
Sun Tzu's Art of War ---
tiring out the opponent,
subdue the enemy without
fighting.

Four, China's strength in
the world lies in its US$ 12-
trillion economy built by
international trade, not its
diplomacy or military.
Wherein, it did not want to
jeopardize its economy
through bad diplomacy.
China is in business with
India in almost every sector,
solar energy to smart cities,
construction to turbines,
toys to technology. Huawei
has alone22000 employees in
Bangalore. The Chinese
mobile phone is advertised
by the world popular Indian
cricket team. Beijing could
not risk all of these huge
business opportunities.

Five, the Communist
Party of China Congress
which meets once in five
years is to meet in October
and Xi Jinping who has been
bestowed the 'Core Leader'
status by the Party, an
honour given to towering

leaders like Mao Zedong,
Deng Xiaoping and Jiang
Zemin, is most likely to be
re-elected. That would
secure his position till
2022. Thus, the Party
would not like its leader to
fumble at BRICS in their
own country. Xi Jinping
was conscious of the loss
of image if BRICS was
stalled at Xiamen.

Six, Beijing is
concerned about the new
axis built around its
territory comprising
Japan, Taiwan, South
Korea, and India fully
backed by America and
Israel. It would not like to
alienate New Delhi
completely. On India's part
it knows it's competing
with China and by 2032
might overtake the
Chinese population. If not
anything else, it could try
to reap the demographic
dividend as the biggest
population of the world.
Therefore, it has no cause
to foster antagonism with
China, instead trying to
catch up with Chinese
economy while tackling
issues which its vibrant
often chaotic democracy
throws up.

Many other issues too
were discussed by BRIC
leaders like voting share in
IMF and WB, BRICS
energy research platform,
SMES, joint information
network etc. But, what
overshadowed the
summit was the build-up
of tensions between
Beijing and New Delhi.
However, for now, the air
is clear and clouds of
enemity have passed.
Post-Xiamen, the two
countries need to maintain
peace and stability in the
border areas and work
together in mutual benefit
and progress.

South Block mandarins
can claim credit for back-
to-back wins in Doklam
and Xiamen. But, their
wins do not defeat China.
The onus is on New Delhi
to continue to engage
Beijing in a win-win
approach. In international
politics, there are no
permanent friends or foes
what counts is one's
national interest. New
Delhi must learn this
dictum by heart. ----- INFA

(The writer is Prof

International Politics,
Jamia Milia Islamia
University)

TO THE EDITOR

Nepotism in
allotment of
MBBS seats!

Editor,

Perhaps we are the only
State in India that is so
habituated to taking things
very casually. What a mess
we see in the health sector,
yet our casual approach
continues. I understand old
habits die hard, but don't we
have a heart for the
deserving and hard working
students, at least?

Firstly, deserving
students are "robbed" of the
best colleges just because
they don't have any
connections in the
government. There is a
visible and blatant
irregularity in the allotment
of medical seats in different
colleges to students. I'm
very sure we are the only
state in India in where those
with lower marks are allotted
seats in some of the best
medical colleges (higher
preference colleges) while
many top rankers have been
given admission to third rate
medical colleges. In other
states of India the
preference system makes
sure that top rankers get the
best colleges. What's the
point of having a merit list if
top rankers are deprived of
top colleges? Of course the
authority in Meghalaya, as
usual, would claim that

allotment of seats is based
on lottery system. But year
after year what I see is a
distribution of seats that is
simply mathematically
stupid! I am well versed in
Mathematics and I
understand what I see. So
should 1 believe that
allotment of seat is on the
basis of a lottery system? It
maybe a lottery system, but
not after many seats are pre-
booked! I wonder what the
heck is that "medical
counseling" for? And did I
mention that "nepotism" is
the worse form  of
"corruption”?

Secondly, a month before
the medical seats were
allocated it was heard that
Assam would no longer allot
seats to the neighboring
states. Then why could our
Government not resolve this
issue in time? I can only
imagine the psychological
torture that the unfortunate
students are enduring right
now.

I'm afraid that if the
government keeps playing
with the future of hard
working and meritorious
students, karma will make
sure that our State stays at
the bottom of the graph! If
we love our own State and
our fellow citizens, we must
speak up!

Yours etc.,

T Fightingstar L
Mawlong,
Viaemail

Whither
medical colleges
in Meghalaya?

Editor,

It is very disheartening to
learn that ten students from
Meghalaya were denied
admission for MBBS seats
at three Medicals Colleges
of Assam, viz., GMC,
Guwabhati; AMC, Dibrugarh;
SMC, Silchar. It is in the
interest of the readers and
our political leaders, to know
that our big brother Assam,
has a total of 11 medical
colleges in the State. Three
to four new medical college
projects came up under the
NDA government under the
able leadership of Prime
Minister Modi. What is
interesting is that five years
ago, our Government made
a public announcement that
two medical colleges will
come up in Shillong and
Tura respectively, but in
reality it was only a
foundation stone laying
ceremony.

Since election 2018 is
round the corner, perhaps
it's high time for students,
NGOs and all stakeholders
to demand from the central
government and claim 60%
(around 30 MBBS Seats) for
the local indigenous people
of Meghalaya at
NEIGRIHMS. At present
there are only 8 to 9 MBBS
Seats for students from
Meghalaya in NEIGRIHMS,
which is too little compared

to a small state like Sikkim

which has Sikkim-Manipal

Institute of Medical

Sciences and claims about

50% of the seats for local
students.

Yours etc.

M. Synrem

Viaemail.

No road-safety
measures in
place!

Editor,

National highways are
the lifeline connecting
every book and corner of
our state. Most importantly
they also connect tourism
places of unique interests.
The beautiful landscape
between Laitlyngkot
towards Mawlynnong all
the way to Dawki
mesmerises visitors.
However, the safety of
commuters is grossly
compromised along this
stretch due to the absence
of road barriers and lack of
signages. The entire
stretch becomes all the
more tricky during fogs and
heavy rains, making
driving very dangerous.
The PWD NH division
should start installing such
road barriers before
unfortunate loss of lives
occur. Who will be held
responsible in case such
fatalities occur?

Yours etc....
Dominic S.Wankhar
Shillong

Give up
religious
symbolisms!

Editor,

‘We must not mix the basic
tenets of a religion like going
to a Temple/ Mosque or
wearing a Cross etc. with
discriminatory practices in
the name of religion like
patriarchal Sati, triple talaq,
burqa or casteist sacred
thread. We know that
discriminatory practices like
Sati had been defended by
the logic that Hindu women
did it "voluntarily and
respectfully." Now, it is
argued that innumerable
women from the Muslim
community still believe in
polygamy and in the system
of triple talaq ~ therefore,
those practices must not be
dismantled for the sake of
some women who are
fighting against those age-
old religious beliefs.

This was the reason why
the East India Company was
very reluctant to pay heed
to Raja Rammohan Roy's
appeal to do away with Sati.
They thought, quite rightly
so, that it would hurt the
people's  beliefs. And
religious communities could
think that they might even
be denied to perform basic,
general tenets of their
religions. We are lucky that
East India  Company
ultimately did not bow to
such regressive logic and
saved many of our great-
great-grandmothers from

being burnt alive.

Religious beliefs and
practices need to be in
tune with the changing
times. So, we got a Raja
Rammohan Roy to stop
women from "voluntarily
and respectfully"
committing Sati, an Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar to
stop "honouring" widows
by allowing their
remarriage and a Kamal
Ataturk to deny Muslim
women their "right" to
wear the burqa. They
dedicated their lives to
weed out such regressive
practices.

Indeed, the burqa has
become a liability for
Muslim women in this hot
and humid country as girls
are increasingly coming
out to get higher education
and jobs. Yet religious
pressure makes many
women in  Muslim
communities accept this
liability. On the other hand,
the religious practice of
wearing a sacred thread
by non-sudra Hindu
community especially by
Brahmins gives Dalits a
non-sacred identity. We
must admit that it is almost
impossible to find a man
who will voluntarily agree
to wear a burqa and Hindu
religion has not given
Dalits the right to wear a
sacred thread. So, it is time
to do away with polygamy,
triple talaq, burqa and
sacred thread.

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Investment famine plaguing Indian economy

Job generation
should be the

priority

By G. Srinivasan

The Modi Government
unveiled its third Cabinet
reshuffle giving primacy to
gender factor by elevating a
woman to the defense
portfolio and dropping,
inter-changing and adding a
few familiar and new faces
and the spotlight naturally
shifts to governance now.
But in the run-up to the
reshuffle, a lot of ill-tidings
gripped the government
with the RBI announcing its
final count of how much old
currencies returned to the

system to apprise the
country rather obliquely of
how the entire

demonetization bid was a
mountain labored to spawn
a mouse! As if there is a
distinct disconnect between
official claims of
demonetization and the
stark ground reality, the
Central Statistical
Organization (CSO) came
out with its first quarter
gross domestic product
(GDP) figures.

The CSO number on
growth was a damp squib as
real GDP growth slipped to
5.7 per cent in the first
quarter (April-June) of 2017-
18 from 6.01 per cent in the
previous quarter, reflecting
the resurgence of growth
concerns. This is by far a 13-
quarter low, even as the
governing class has not
refrained from chest-
thumping  that India
continues to be one of the
few  fastest growing
economies in the globe.
Government functionaries
including ministers had the
unenviable task of
defending demonetization
as demonizing it would cost
them dearly.

But a reality check
reveals that there is not a
scintilla of doubt that the
demonetization exercise of
declaring high
denominational currencies
of 500 and 1000 rupees from
the mid-night of November
8, 2016 has had a deleterious
impact on the economy,
besides  pushing the
informal sectors into a state
of disrepair as it was widely
reliant on cash for conduct
of its affairs. Even before
demonetization, the factors
swaying the slide of five
straight quarters beginning
from 9.1 per cent in March
2016 are many and varied as
the Central government was
hamstrung by leadership
attention to State Assembly
polls in Uttar Pradesh and a
few other States. Still there
is scarcely any doubt that
the demonetization bid
coupled with the
uncertainty shrouding the
July 1 adoption of a new
indirect regime, viz., the
goods and services tax
(GST) remain the real
culprits for slowing down
activities in the real sectors
of the economy under the
fear of the unknown.

Though the initial
teething troubles
concerning the GST might be
partly overcome in the
second quarter as firms get
entrenched to the new milieu
of indirect tax regime, the
crucial question of demand
for industrial output getting
any impetus remains
shrouded in mist. The
central bank last month said
that its industrial outlook
survey had signaled "a
waning optimism in the
second quarter about
demand conditions across
parameters and especially
on capacity utilization and
profit margins and
employment". A cursory
glance at the sector-sector
trends reveals that
manufacturing expansion in
gross value added (GVA)
terms had slowed down to a
near stagnancy at 1.2 per
cent. This, from 5.3 per cent
in the last quarter (Jan-Mar)
of 2016-17 and 10.7 per cent
a year earlier, is an
unmistakable signal that
things are not honky-dory
on the industrial front. The

persistent balance sheet
problem of highly-leveraged
industries on the one hand
and lack of affordable credit
from the banking system on
the other which also suffers
from identical balance sheet
woes meant that there is
virtually an investment
famine gripping the crucial
industrial sector. With
private investment not
picking up, the requisite
pace and mojo, the issue of
meaningful job creation
through the real sector

activities is in the
backburner.

It is in this context that a
beleaguered finance

minister acknowledged that
the challenge before the
government now is to work
out both policy and
investment measures. This
is absolutely necessary
now to impart the needed
thrust and momentum to
keep the growth engine in
at least half-throttle. But the
issue of keeping fiscal
deficit at the ceiling
prevents the government
from loosening the fiscal tap
lest any laxity should result
in high inflation, high
borrowing  cost and
crowding out private
investment from the scene
outright. This being the
penultimate year to the next
electoral gambit in 2019, the
Modi Sarkar can ill-afford to
keep its powder dry now as
people promised of Acche
Din precisely three years
ago would turn restive .

Be that as it may,
economists, policy analysts
and  critics of the
government now contend
whether the demonetization
disruption was worth the
effort especially after the
RBI conceded in its latest
annual report that well-nigh
99 per cent of banned high-
value currencies were back.
In the aftermath of the
demonetization, there was
widespread belief that it
would bring a windfall to the
Centre. To the extent that the
demonetized high value
notes were not deposited or
exchanged at banks-
particularly by those who
hoarded their  booty
markedly in cash-the
resultant reduction in the
apex bank's currency
liabilities would produce a
"profit', which it could then
distribute as dividend to the
government. But this did
not supervene.

As the annual report has
corroborated Rs 15.28 lakh
crore or 99 per cent of the
Rs 15.44 lakh crore worth of
the notes  rescinded
overnight on last November
8 was turned in. Instead of
fostering revenue boost-the
original estimates put it at
Rs 4-5 lakh crore- the RBI's
surplus payable to the
Centre out of its earnings for
2016-17 fell to Rs 30,659
crore from Rs 65,876 crore
the year before. With the
central bank having had to
incur extra costs on printing
new notes of high
denomination, disbursing
interest on the excess cash
it was compelled to absorb
from banks and making an
unexplained additional
provision of Rs 13,140 crore
towards a contingency
fund, there was simply less
surplus to distribute. The
Centre's expectations on
demonetization on this
score had sorely been
belied.

In retrospect, the long
queue to exchange old
notes, the overstretched
bank staffs behavior to their
own customers of all hues,
the manipulative capability
of some egregious and
errant elements within the
banking system to help
people wriggle out of their
ill-gotten wealth and the
money laundering it helped
people of dubious
proclivities are really worth
the troubles they caused to
the economy?

(IPA Service)
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India-China
PRIME Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping met at the BRICS Summit in
Xiamen. Bilateral relations were assessed sensibly.
The Doklam Crisis has been defused. Modi and Xi
agreed that such incidents should not recur. Disputes

should melt away in an atmosphere of trust. The
militaries of both countries should be in close contact.
Peace in the border areas is of the utmost importance.

All this is good news. The question remains as to

why irritants along the line of actual control raise their
prickly head so often. Why has the boundary issue

not been settled as yet? Relations between the two

giant neighbours oscillate as a result. China professes
to believe in the banding spirit of Panchsheel. But it

seems to show no interest in India's interests and

reciprocity. Chinais constantly trying to threaten the
US in a power game. India is also dragged into the

trilateral relationship. The Henderson Brookes-
Bhagat report should also be borne in mind. The US
may not wish to argue with its Banker. India should

also keep an eye on economic interests.
Whatis more significant about the BRICS Xiamen
declaration is the condemnation of Pakistan-Based

anti-India terror groups. It should impact China's

relations with India. China's business interests in India

are considerable. Chinese imports face stiff

competition in countries other than India. China

should promote ties with India at all costs. It should
not unduly protect Azhar the terrorist. And India

should not make much of the Dalai Lama's stand on

Tibet.

| LOOKING BACK |
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Meghalaya improves2(-Pt.
implementation

According to a review of
performance on  the
implementation of the 20-
Point Programme for the
fiscal year 85-86 conducted
by the Union Ministry of
Programme Implementation
Meghalaya ranked 2nd in
the North Eastern Region
after Manipur, an official
press Note said. Compared
to the performance in the
previousthree years, the
performance of the State
Govt under the 20-Point

Pro-gramme last year has
been very encouraging.
This is more so considering
the fact that the State Govt
has had to face the chronic
problem of non availability
of various physical inputs
from outside the State for
execution of plans schemes
it added. The ranking of the
State has been assessed on
the basis of performance in
regard to the 12-points of
the 20 point Programme.

Social media has changed
our lives forever!

In this era being a
journalist is no big deal. This
space has been flattened by
social media. Every person
with a Facebook, Twitter and
WhatsApp account is a
journalist today. Never mind
if the content is fake, raw,
unmediated, and liable to

incite communal and
religious tension or to
defame a person or

institution. By the time the
content is taken off the
internet after a complaint is
filed by the defamed or
intimidated victim to the
local police and the
Facebook/Twitter/
WhatsApp administration,
the damage to his/her
reputation is complete.
Recently after the famed
journalist from Karnataka,
Gauri Lankesh was shot
dead a Facebook post
originating from Shillong in
the name Vikram Aditya
Jung Bahadur Rana who
claims to be working in a
Government establishment
here, went on a rampage. He
not only lauded the killers
but made a list of other
journalists who he felt
should be killed in a similar
manner. His page has now
disappeared from Facebook
but screenshots of those
posts can still be viewed on
pages of other Facebookers.
This guy obviously has his
loyalties to the ruling
establishment in Delhi and
is one among the army of
trolls employed by the BJP
to tame those who are critical
of the Party and the Modi
Government.

These are dangerous
times for India because we
are a country where flare-
ups along religious lines are
common fare. They have
happened in the past and
they are likely to recur in the
near future if crackpots and
maniacs begin to dominate
the social media. In
Meghalaya there is at this
moment a subdued tension
between the Seng Khasi
adherents and Christians
after the Mylliem incident
when the dead body of a
Seng Khasi elder was not
allowed to be cremated for
reasons best known to the
village dorbar and the
residents  there.  This
incident led to protests in the
media and an article by
Mankular Gashnga, "No
place to live and no place to
die," virtually unveiled the
sense of insecurity that
followers of the Seng Khasi
faith perceive. Of course the

By Patricia Mukhim

rejoinders from a few
Christian leaders flew thick
and fast and it was made to
appear as though the
matter was blown out of
proportion. As usual,
instead of a dialogue which
is the essence of Khasi
conflict resolution, the
matter is sought to be laid
to rest but I doubt if the
scars have healed.

And then some crazy
Christian extremists
invaded social media and
spewed venom on the Seng
Khasi religion. The posts
were obnoxious and
unreadable. They were
sacrilegious and foul-
mouthed in the extreme and
one begins to wonder how
such poison can spew out
of the minds of young,
obviously half-educated
men (from the names
given, albeit fake, all of
them were men). One must
appreciate the Seng Khasi
elders for not reacting to
such gross violation of
their right to their beliefs.
But who knows if there
isn't someone out there
who harbours a grudge
and let's out his grievance
on some unsuspecting
victim! This world we are
living in today hangs by a
very fine thread and if we
are not careful social media
will tear us apart.

This era has been called
the post-truth era where
fake news is circulated,
consumed and ingested
and opinions are not only
instantly formed but
reactions too are posted
without much thought. We
just saw the US election
which threw up a Donald
Trump. Much of that
campaign was based on
lies peddled as truth until
it was later found out to be
pack of lies. This is what
sociologists call the post-
truth politics. In this post
truth era debates are
framed not by facts, reason
or logic but by a crude
appeal to emotions and
people tend to discount
facts. In other cases they
cherry pick data and
believe what they want to
believe. Recently we saw
the White supremacist
neo-Nazi march  in
Charlottesville, USA which
turned violent. The march
obviously had the tacit
support of President
Trump. The problem with

post-truth is also that those
who stand to gain by
peddling fake news have an
army of social media warriors
while those who wish to
counter fake news have very
few takers. So when Donald
Trump points at CNN and
calls it fake news, I feel they
should tell him they are not
fake; it's he who is fake in
every sense of the term.

This battle of fact versus
fiction in the post truth era
is spilling into the social
media platforms. It conveys
information and opinions in
what is called a "bubble"
phenomenon. Since most
social media users don't have
the intellectual bandwidth to
check facts before they
react, what they read or see
reinforces their convictions,
even if based on false
information. So  what
happens in this atmosphere
of dissonance where noise
is valued over reason?
Meghalaya is heading for
the elections soon. Already
one sees several platforms
of different political parties
peddling their respective
ideologies. This is fine so
long as they don't indulge in
bitching over social media.
But the problem is that
things quickly degenerate
into cat-fights and you have
profanities flowing like wine.

Recently a Guwahati
based correspondent of a
national daily asked me how
active the politicians in
Meghalaya are on social
media and whether they
have Twitter handles. My
response is that thankfully
politicians in Meghalaya
don't peddle fan pages and
ask people to 'like' them.
Even those that do have
Facebook pages are not
managing them themselves
but are outsourcing them to
some tech-savvy firm or
individual who does it for a
price. 1 use the word,
"thankfully" because I have
noticed that those politicians
in Meghalaya who do have
a Facebook page don't use
them to push their politics.
Their page is a family
platform of sorts. In my
interaction with some of
them I have found that they
shy away from taking on
people on social media.
Perhaps they are busy with
real work or they are not
adept at punching words on
their smart phones.

The only politician who

is quite active on social
media and is publicising all
the foundation stone
laying ceremonies or
sporting events across
Garo Hills is Zenith
Sangma, the Minister for
Sports and Youth Affairs.
He has a following of over
a thousand people at any
given time. But one
wonders if those thousand
Facebook likes actually
constitute his voters.
Quite likely they don't! You
need more than social
media warriors to win
elections. But the sore
point is that the social
media wars will be fought
between supporters of
politicians and political
parties rather than the
main actors themselves.
And as we approach the
election season these
fights are going to get
very ugly.

So where do people
turn to for news as it is
meant to be delivered?
And how do people form
opinions about their
candidates and the
political parties they
belong to? Hopefully
mainstream media
(newspapers, television
news channels) will do an
impartial analysis of as
many contenders and their
parties as is possible.
Television discussions
moderated by anchors
that can draw out each of
the candidates will be a
good beginning. The
problem is that many
candidates will avoid such
platforms either because
they are not articulate
enough or because they
are afraid of being pilloried
by an incisive anchor. But
whether we like it or not, it
is the good old mainstream
media on which lies the
onus of defending the
truth and giving out
factually correct
information and balanced
opinions. There is no
substitute to a free and fair
media in a democracy. The
threat to democracy today
is from social media and its
fake news content. If you
ask me, social media
cannot deepen democracy.
On the contrary it has the
propensity to polarise and
radicalise positions and
lead to fragmentation of

societies  that  have
hitherto lived fairly
peacefully.

TOTHE EDITOR

Oh the
pampered Govt
employees!

Editor,

I have been following the
letters for and against
compassionate posting in
the government. In our
state government jobs are
the most sought after as
there are not many other
avenues available especially
for the educated class.
Government jobs are also
preferred due to built- in
security and the perks and
privileges associated with
these jobs. But frankly
speaking I have hardly seen
a sincere government
employee. Once appointed
they take their jobs as a
birthright. The vast majority
are easy going. A visit to
some government offices at
10 am will prove my point.
People attend church and
other religious functions on
time but not to their work in
the government which puts
food on the table and much
more. Further ,corruption is
on the rise in the
government It is difficult for
a common man to get the
work done without paying.
I have also seen some of the
religious types also making
money left and right. Yet
they never miss an
opportunity to deliver
sermons on virtues without
any shame.

I am reminded of a retired
IAS officer who held many
important offices in the
government and was corrupt

to the core but was giving
sermons in the church like a
holy cow with a wrong belief
that no one knows about his
character. A good number of
politicians are no exception.
Well, nothing remains a
secret in the state and
everyone knows who is
what.

I wonder why such
hypocrisy and degeneration
of values especially by the
people in authority. Are
these people not highly
pampered at the cost of the
public exchequer? Are these
people exploiting others one
way or the other for their
selfish gains?

I think nothing will
change without a revolution

Yours etc.,
David Kharkongor
Shillong 14

An honest
college dropout

Editor,

What "tomorrow" will
unfold for us can't be
predicted. But we should
carry on the journey of life.
We face many challenges
but have to move on with a
smile. Sometimes, apart from
the determination and effort,
one should have courage to
break down the high walls
of social stigma and jump
into the venture. One who
cares about what society
thinks may not be able to take
the first bold step. And
consequently, he ends up
feeling discouraged and
pulled back by detractors

around.

On September 2, my
attention was drawn to a
very humble looking
teenaged boy who has
broken that stigma and
begun to peddle 'kwai and
cigarettes' at Mawkhar
Point, near Palace Hotel.
This Class XII drop-out from
Shillong College, Romario
Lyngdoh has set up a shop
which he confidently wears
round his neck. This he
does to support his mother
- a single parent who is not
so healthy, and on
medicines. I call his venture
a very bold step.

Romario's gentle and
humble disposition drove
me to ask him a number of
personal questions. His
father had deserted his
mother and four children.
This fact deeply touched
me. It's tough for a mother
of four children, who herself
is not-so-healthy, to raise
and send all of them to
school with what she
receives as a domestic help.
Her total earning is just
under Rs 4000 per month out
of which she has to pay Rs.
1500 as house rent. So, for
the past four months,
Romario, the eldest among
the three has started selling
kwai and cigarettes.

Romario answered all my
questions very respectfully.
I was deeply moved when
he gently refused my offer
to keep the remaining
amount of Rs 40 after I had
bought kwai for Rs 10 by
giving him a Rs 50 note. He
said to me, "Sir this is your
money, so please take back,

thank you so much". I felt
overwhelmed with a surge
of affection and said,
'Romario, you are a very
honest and humble boy and
continue to be like that,
God will surely bless you.
Even if not materially,
spiritually you will be very
rich'.

In the evening I felt
touched by this episode
and shared my encounter
with Romario on Facebook.
There I crisply highlighted
his honesty and humility in
spite of being weighed
down by family
responsibilities due to
abject poverty. I felt that
other youths should take
inspiration from this hard-
working lad.

To my amazement, an
incredible number of people
praised and  wished
Romario well. He became a
source of inspiration for
countless youths. The
story from my FB wall has
been picked up and heavily
shared - over 9000 likes and
shared by 1042 kind-
hearted people. One
scholar Paul Tracy from
Dublin (Ireland) was so
bowled over that he writes:
'This boy is not poor... he
is, in fact, one of the richest
humans I've read about ....
He radiates the light of love
and humility of the Divine
within." Similarly, Ms.
Balasuk Warjri remarks - "A
little helping hand from
each one of us who've read
this post will do some good
to this lad and his family.
Can anyone share his
contact no if possible?"

Sadly, Romario has not
enough money yet to have a
mobile phone.

Please note, this boy and
his family's woe is just the
tip of the iceberg. Every
vendor, every daily wage
earner has his/her own sad
tales to tell. I think we shed
tears profusely only on
social media and by reading
fiction novels. I believe, our
kindness becomes
meaningful when we can
practically soothe the agony
of the underprivileged with
our physical support and
love. We shall never be the
loser, the karmic force of
Mother Nature will certainly
pay us back with interest at
the appropriate time.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Viaemail

Nongpoh‘s
Treasury
Officer vis-a-vis
SC order on
Privacy

Editor,

The recent public notice
circulated by the Treasury
Officer, Ri Bhoi District,
Nongpoh has directed all
pensioners and family
pensioners falling under this
district’s jurisdiction to come
to the office of the said
officer for a special Aadhar
enrollment drive to be
conducted w.e.f.
23rdAugust to 31stAugust,
2017. Literally, however, in
the Aadhar enlistment one

has to prima facie
compromise his/her
sacrosanct privacy which
may incidentally be
leaked out as in the case
of Mahendra Dhoni, the
Indian cricketer.
Notwithstanding the
fact that the question of
Aadhar would be decided
on November next by a
smaller bench of the
Supreme Court, but given
the said Treasury Officer’s
circulation on  the
immediacy of Aadhar,
some confusion has crept
in public domain pursuant
to the latest declaration of
a nine judge bench of SC
passed on 24 August 24
where the latter has in no
uncertain terms declared
that:  “Privacy is a
fundamental right” as
enshrined under Article
21 guaranteed by part III
of the Constitution.
Hence, the said direction
of the Treasury Officer,
Nongpoh is markedly an
infringement upon the
parameter of one's privacy
by way of finger-print and
finger impressions on
mechanical devices. In a
word, shall T not be
surprised if some
discerning persons file a
PIL against such
directions of an officer in
question as the same is
explicitly in contravention
of the SC’s verdict on
privacy? I shall be
indebted if someone
enlightens me on this
critical issue!
Yours etc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh,
Viaemail

Responding to disaster a big challenge

Stark contrast 1n

Houston and
Mumbai

By Kalyani Shankar

With a reported 50 inches
of rainfall and flash-flooding
last week, Hurricane Harvey
in Texas has gripped world's
attention. The fury is said to
have returned after 500
years. The storm has
displaced more than 1
million people, with 50
feared dead from flooding
that paralyzed the state. But
halfway around the world,
another flood has wreaked

was the first major disaster
and a significant test for his
leadership response.
Visiting Texas twice in the
last week, he made no secret
of his desire to be seen as
leading a  successful
disaster response effort.
Texas Governor Greg
Abbott has sought more
than $125 billion for relief
work. The Trump

havoc in India at the same
time. What a contrast
between the way India and
the US react to the natural
calamities?

I had a glimpse of the
promptness with which the
administration moved in to
deal with the situation
during my current visit to
Texas. The official response
to Harvey appears to be
very competent. For
instance, the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) was on the
ground two days before
Harvey reached land. Texas
governor Greg Abbott
deployed the entire Texas
National Guard. Houston
Mayor Sylvester Turner
quickly activated police and
firefighters, and provided
clear instructions to

administration has sought
$7.85 billion appropriation
for response and initial
recovery efforts.
Compared to that the
response to the last week's
Mumbai rain fury showed
that very little has changed
since the 2005 deluge when
the city was marooned. The
city administration was not
equipped to meet the
natural disaster despite the
warning from the Met
department  predicting
heavy rains. There was no
advance planning to deal
with the situation. There
were no efforts to provide
additional transportation or
warning to the public.
Friends from Mumbai
claimed that the demand for
essential commodities like
bread, milk and eggs were
not met. The point is that the

“ The administration promptly
pressed in helicopters that rescued
stranded people. About 30,000
National Guard and active duty
troops were on standby to assist

Texas authorities.

»

residents.
The administration
promptly  pressed in

helicopters that rescued
stranded people. About
30,000 National Guard and
active duty troops were on
standby to assist Texas
authorities. Immediately
before the Harvey hit the
state, the governor of Texas
requested aid for long-term
recovery projects. The
citizen-soldiers of the Texas
National Guard also have
been called upon to assist.

Two days after the havoc
the city Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner told CNN:
"We need immediately, right
now, just for debris removal
alone, anywhere between
$75 million to $100 million."
As capable as the local, state
and  federal  disaster
response has been, more
impressive was the great
effort made by thousands of
Texans, volunteering to help
their fellow citizens. Old
timers point out that this
was much better than the
response to the Hurricane
Katrina in Louisiana in 2005.

There is a huge Indian
population in Texas of about
3,50,000, of which Houston
alone housed 1,50,000.
Though the office was shut
the Indian consulate worked
day and night to reach out
to the affected. Despite all
roads being inundated with
water and closed for traffic,
Consul General Anupam
Ray personally went to the
university complex where
more than 250 Indian
students were stranded.
Ray was all praise and told
me, "The same rescued
Indian students were out
within a day volunteering at
city shelters," and that the
Indian American community
also came in to help in a large
way.

The US administration is
currently getting ready to
face the aftermath. There is
likely to be a long-term threat
to public health like water
contamination, pollution,
power  outages, and
economic disruption. Some
of the hardest hit
communities are the low-
income groups. Texas is also
home to the second largest
Latino population of the US
(9.8 million). Most
undocumented immigrants
fear deportation.

For President Trump, this

administration has no plans
in place to meet this kind of
situation. Mumbai remains
highly vulnerable to the
heavy rains despite well-
identified solutions to
reduce the risks. The city's
drainage system is over 100
years old and incapable of
handling annual monsoon
rains.

Following the 2005
deluge that killed over 400
people and caused huge
damage to infrastructure
and buildings, a committee
recommended overhauling
the drainage system, but not
much has been done. The
politician-builder nexus
continues merrily.

According to  the
statistics, 68 per cent of
India is prone to drought, 60
per cent to earthquakes, 12
per cent to floods and 8 per
cent to cyclones, making it
one of the most disaster-
prone countries in the
world. There is every need
to bolster our defenses
against the natural
calamities.

Preparedness is the key
to the success of Disaster
Management Plan. There is
a need to enhance the role
of Civil Defense and
formulate an effective
National Plan for Disaster
Management. The Disaster
Management  Authority
needs to make efforts to
educate and effectively
institutionalize the disaster

management plan and
process.
The integration and

coordination of various
crucial departments like
Indian  Meteorological
Department (IMD),
Geological Survey of India
(GSI) etc is a must. Instead

of having disaster
management task force as a
part of the Police

Department or Home Guards
we need to have a separate
command centre should be
set up. Even a ministry for
disaster management could
be thought of.

A United Nations report
says that India spends
about $ 10 billion every year
on crisis management. Why
should not part of it be spent
on disaster management?

While the government
can no way prevent natural
calamities from occurring, it
can certainly provide the
resources and the
leadership. (IPA Service)
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“When we love, we always strive to Farmina. Jobs. Pvt Sector... Gau Rakshaks, Netas

become better than we are. When we strjve -
to become better than we are, everything Cre ate I nteg ral SC CraCkS
around us becomes better too.” .
--- Paulo Coelho the Wh I p
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i i 2 Stop pussyfooting freedom of expression, vital

Where IS !nd|a headEd . India needs some quick — wild expectation. With| around. A terse messageo a democratic society, has

THE killing of journalist Gauri Lankesh has led tdglutions. It needs more By Shivaji Sarkar almost 70 crore peoplefrom the Supreme Court tobeen dealt another deadly
iobs, a free and low-cost having sub-standard State governments on doinlow. Remembr, journalists

war of words between political parties. It|i _ 1d-1C e : ; . . .
_ P P anking, a growing industry in 2016-17. The major factagriculture will remain the living, the nation cannof precious little against coware crucial to the very
unfortunate that this murder most foul has degenefai@fl a thriving farm sector. stated is the dependence otargest employer andexpect to achieve thevigilantes. On Wednesdayfunctioning of our societies

. . i : i i i . last, it directed all States toand their safety must be top
to Left versus Right versus Centre (if the Congrd&ssay that India cannot dorainfall and the surveyreorient the policies. It proverbial moksha _ , > toand !
g ( 9 .el-lt—won’t be right. This is the attributes this for fall in 2014 raises brouhaha over India has to plan for appoint a senior policepriority of all governments.
Party can be termed that) slugfest. Itis hard to beligid’s highest growing to 2016. This speaksapproximately Rs 75,000adding 8 crore jobs by officer in every district to Time the Centre and States’
that a senior Congress leader, Digvijay Singh shpgfenomy. even if we take thevolumes. The occasionalcrore farm loan waivers in 2025. No investment i check violence in the nameleadership shift focus. India
. . ' . slide to 5.7 per cent growth.growth is due to the effortsUP, Maharashtra andany formal, government, of cow protection, following ranks 137 in world press
stoop to using expletives to express his venom RGfides, however, some ofof the farmers, when they canPunjab though it does notlarge corporate projectsa petition by Tushar Gandhi,freedom index!

: ; ; disturbing trends. The society had done little tomind about almost Rs 12¢an create that many jobsgreat grandson of MahatmaNo Space For BJP In
S0 mu.Ch ag?'"_‘]s'[ the killers of Lankesh but aggifist any aregnow blaming add to it. Y lakh crore bank NPAs to 1he stress  of  the Gandhi seeking curbing ofBengal
the Prime Minister. Matters were brought to a hegéhmonetisation for the This becomes moreabout less than 100 largedOVernment is  fing cow vigilantism. ~ TMC-BJP face-off gets
when the Press Club of India, Delhi held a meetigigivdown. But we find that pronounced if we look at thecorporate. Loan waiver isthrough a number of Undeniably, the incidents ofpetty. Trust the West

_ the pace had slowed dowr64 per cent GDP growthbad economy but theSCheémes from start up foviolence and mob lynchingBengal government  to
on Friday to protest the assault on free speech the years or at best ibetween 2005 and 2012. Théanks do not lose, it is paid™ake in India, but it has to continue and have grown orensure that the RSS or BJP

the meeting was populated by politicians ahdd been lopsided. Sinceperiod created only 3 per cenby the government. The!

include the farm, informa| this front since the BJP-ledhave no auditoriums in

o - ) . . 11970s GDP has been- or net 1.5 crore jobs whileNPA is simple loot of the 2nd the large small sectgrgovernment came to powerKolkata to hold their
university activists with leanings towards a particlgiowing exponentially but every year over one croremoney put in by poor 'N€ government has tbthree years ago. Withseminars. Not only did

i i has been the distress -i ; . give up the idea that if several of its States havingChief Minister Mamata
ideology. Areportgr of a channel pe_rcelved tq be jobseekers were added to thdepositors. Both stress? ' manage everythinhmade. lans 1o punish conBaneriee's administration
close to the ruling dispensation was given a dres

fewer jobs and increasinglist. The maximum distressthe economy and add to vervwher ission to the Stat
9 displacement. It can bewas in the rural and farmbanking and © ?ty haese.to be th slaughter, gau _rakshakgiir;ylperdmlssrl]pnto € Staie

down by the student activist and told to leave|thributed to deceleratingsectors, with severe underadministrative costs. 9 have been targeting cattle3JP leadership o organise

ricultural growth since employment, the survey This exactly happened

venue. Has the Press Club now become the h J%g@fs_ notes. post demonetisation. The

facilitator for an economy gnd meat traders,a seminar at the Netaji
a political battle? Clearly the media seems to havé?olicy makers in their  The country will add over banks have excess liquidity

. : ; > . The IMF-World speak, but also had another
- - - husiasm to entice peopl 5 PUrSUES as a pretext to targetSPeak,
lost its moorings. That a meeting convened by %au [ ice people8 crore net new job seeker®f Rs 2500 billion (Rs 2.5

y from agriculture Bank model would not do puslims and Dalits. A clear @uditorium, Mahajati Sadan
. " : . it nor a modified versio i i issi

Press Club should provide space for a political frasgsted laying less attention of the Mamohanomics| ho,20 Wi the Court and 't e o s
is unacceptable. fo the sector, if not ignoring The policy increased penury in the farm  india needs an out of thegarnot become a lay uniEhief Bhagwat was to

it. While the rest of the :
L . box model. It has tg eliver the keynote
Media trials have now become par for the courseonomy was growing, Sector. Farmers themselves were reduced reverse the economi mﬁsr??ﬁ(')\;eeﬁu?eﬂgu::f;]epgggéddress! This. after the

This is made worse by right wing trolls that condonf ”%“'twifh W?ﬁew'gfggﬂ to marginal labourers and productivity fésgﬁjﬁé a'rgﬁtr? da‘fargfwith promptitude, it directed. Oergtzjaig:'?ee;zrmglalittegsiVf?)?
the death of the activist journalist from Karnatakevolution losing the push started falling_ The annual rate of farm industries, large projecr’-crgrip?;avtv?ti f(l)?(\j/gr.a week t(gookings and even got

required. The then

on social media. Naturallv the suspicion has f |' ' ne g : highways, fast trains, fast ; - : confirmation. Excuses such
y p E[gnmng Commission and growth at constant prices in the 1980s was Care. it s to make a fredn, Likewise, in another ZOMHTER “HAUSES SET

on the BJP-RSS even before the police have begrups in the government 4 24 per cent. It reduced to 3.17 per centin start with the village of ["auer raised by an NGO, o "rensyation before

i viewed that investment . " Mahatma Gandhi ang'€92rding the whoppingp, o'y i "holice clearance
able to nab a single suspect and even before anytffi{ge 7ot "t 0 “as s the 1990s and to 2.37 per cent in the first peen Dayal Upadhyaya thincrease i legislators’ ;82 PO PO RS HERRRES

has been established beyond a reasonable dautdte as in their opinion decade of 21st century the fore. So far the assets during their tenurec|oany, there is more than

. . : and they be asked to -
This is troubling for the country as the death of off5PP!e needed to be weane planning has been urban y meets the eye. The BJP is

o ) : away from it and jobs in centric and it has neithdrdiS¢lose their source ofp ., q5ing 1o et go either. It
rationalists like Kalburgi and Pansare lie unsolyedustry and other sectorsby 2025. Even if the growth lakh crore) as on June 2017helped the cities nor thgNCOME in their nomination p < "yacided to move court
and the cases are pushed to the backburH%i to be created. increases to 7 to 8 per cenaccording to the Survey 2.villages nor the industry Sﬁerseé\%% fvlijtﬂrfhrgecgg#régainst the government’s
i ) he policy increased not more than 3 crore jobsOther estimates put it at Rs  The Survey 2 says NIT| Was peeved Gefusal to party events. Let's
Karnataka police have even said that whereasgh6ury in the farm sector.would be created. Mere4 to 5 lakh crore. ManagingAyog has set up a taskzg?np;%d:gt'tﬂgt ﬁrgttgl'l (')tu see who has the last laugh.
killings follow a pattern where the victims are killefarmers themselves wereyrowth does not create Jobsand' paying interest on |t.|sforpe. to address the action initiated g ainsttBJP_Eyes AIIN-E
) ) Jreduced to marginallt requires investment anddraining the banks. It is deficiencies in the existing g Five to all eight is the
at close range in what is termed as a pre-medita#@durers and productivity capacity to pay by thesaid to cost the bankingdata on unemployme té??/vmlgﬁsaiggts,w:rz :girgetg‘\]P’s goal in the North East.
murder, they have not beglle to get an conclusiyestarted falling. The annualindustry or the system and RBI about Rsand create a road map. |l C ‘ t the second conclave of
: y ygetany fate of farm growth atmanufacturers, where mosi6,000 to Rs 24,000 crore ds a good admission. Thehave jumped by over “5004ne North-East Democratic
evidence. Hence the case might just be closefd®istant prices in the 1980g0bs are to be created. Thigear. solution has to be _F;f]f Cebf!t bEtWG?D elegt'c_’nS-Alliance (NEDA), a
i i i i 4.24 per cent. It rGducegopsided stress again leaves It does not estimate thatdifferent and the Ayoq 'N€ DIg question beingcqjjition of BJP and five
want of such |ncontroye’n|bl_(e e_VIde_nce_' This Ci%@-ﬂ per cent in the 1990ghe largest private sectora large part in the farmmust change tack. what steps the Governmentegional parties, on Monday
a pall of gloom on India’s criminal justice systepand to 2.37 per cent in theagriculture, into a perennialsector, kept in households In this 70th year of h?]dthtake” Sot far a”dqlﬁst, party President Shah
ithi i ifirst decade of 21st century.situation of neglect. or small businesses thaindependence, the natign?Vhether property amassemagde his intentions clear of
Murderersare_abletogetawayWIFh mpumtyleawﬂ@The Economic Survey  Agriculture, official data transacted in cash, thathas to look for a new Py these legislators wasgypanding base. While it
us to wonder if the system has failed us completely16-17 Volume 2 states thakay, employs 54 per cent ofvas away from the bankseconomic paradigm. It h%hrough Ega:) mez;nts. Thh?&"es in three States—
: inti +Agriculture is characterisedthe population, or but legally transacted isto begin from the informa| tWo-member bench trash€assam, Manipur and
Wl_th conylctlpn rates so low, peopl_e tend t_o re"@&_mStab”ltx on incomes approximately 70 crorestressing’ the formalsector, farms and thethe Central Board of Direct crynachal Pradesh and its
to |nStantJUSt|ce and to take the law into their ha’]d\ﬂlng to various types of people at 14 per centbanking. It also affected villages. The focus o Taxes aff_ldaVIt f|_Ied In t:’]e allies in another two, Sikkim
o isks related to production, contribution to GDP. It meansfarm and rural and informal shifting villagers must case as It was incompletgand  Nagaland, all-out
Thisis adanger(?us portend for_t_he country. Th"ﬂﬁrkﬂs and prices. It sayghe largest number of peoplesector. Lack of cash has hicthange. The nationand asked: “Is this theefforts are underway to get
are made murkier by the political opportunisgrowth rates of agriculture subsist on the minimum GDPits operations. So if thethrough an intensg agtlfug{e gfwre] szemme”tthe remaining three--
: e ve been fluctuating at 1.5/t has to change in an arepeople associated withdiscussion must create arf India* at have youmeghalaya, Mizoram and
fjlsplayed by pOIItICIE_inS ofallhues Who W_ant_tO(_:ag cent in 2012-13, 5.6 perwhen we rightly or wrongly farming and informal integral economy thatdone till now?” For, the Tripura into the NEDA fold.
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Tough stand to revive ties

-

With trade in mind, India sends a strong message on Rohingya crisis

From C.K Nayak

ndia has suddenly taken a tough

stand on the problem of Rohingya

refugees though it has a history of

giving shelter to lakhs of such im-

migrants as recently as those from
Afghanistan. And this happened in spite
of an appeal from none less than Secre-
tary General of the United Nations and
intervention from its own Supreme
Court.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guter-
res has called for the Muslims of
Rakhine state (Rohingyas) to be given
either nationality or legal status. He has
voiced concern about the violence that
has since late August forced nearly
125,000 people to flee and risk destabil-
ising the region bordering Myanmar.

The Supreme Court too has sought to
know the government’s stand on a plea
challenging its plan to deport Rohingya
refugees. India has for decades sheltered
people fleeing conflict and disaster,
though it is not signatory to any pacts
obligating it to offer refuge.

The ‘principle of non-refoulement’ is
binding on all states whether they have
signed UN’s refugee convention or not.

In the first state visit here Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said on Wednesday
that India shared Myanmar’s concern
about “extremist violence in its Rakhine
state”, where a security force operation
against Rohingya Muslims has sent
about 125,000 people fleeing to
Bangladesh. This comes after Modi suc-
cessfully shamed and named Pakistan
during the just concluded BRIC summit
held in China, the latter’s oldest and
closest ally in the whole world.

Modi said India and Myanmar had
similar security interests in the region.
“We share your concerns about extrem-
ist violence in Rakhine state and espe-
cially the violence against security
forces and how innocent lives have been
affected,” he said. “We hope that all the
stakeholders together can find a way out
in which the unity and territorial in-
tegrity of Myanmar is respected and at
the same time we can have peace, justice
dignity and democratic values for all.”

Modi spoke after talks with Myan-
mar’s de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi
during a visit aimed at expanding com-
mercial ties as part of its Act East Policy
and pushing back against Chinese influ-
ence.

Reciprocating Suu Kyi told a joint
news conference with Modi at the pres-

idential palace in the capital, Nay Pyi
Daw, that Myanmar was grateful to
India for its stance on the attack on her
country and they could work together to
face the challenge.

“We would like to thank India partic-
ularly for its strong stand that it has
taken with regard to terrorist threat that
came to our country a couple of weeks
ago,” she said in brief remarks. “We be-
lieve that together we can work to make
sure that terrorism is not allowed to take
root on our soil,” Suu Kyi said.

The meeting between Modi and Suu
Kyi came on the day she was quoted as
telling Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan that global outrage over Myan-
mar’s treatment of its Rohingya Mus-
lims was being fuelled by “a huge
iceberg of misinformation”.

Sympathy for the Rohingya was being
generated by “a huge iceberg of misin-
formation calculated to create a lot of
problems between different communi-
ties and with the aim of promoting the
interest of the terrorists”, Suu Kyi was
quoted by an official statement as telling

Erdogan in a call.

Suu Kyi has come under fire in recent
days for failing to speak out against vio-
lence targeting Rohingyas, particularly
given her previous image as a champion
of human rights. Hundreds have died
since Rohingya militants raided police
posts in Myanmar’s Rakhine State.

Home turf

Back home, Union Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju is looking for a round of applause for
not driving the Rohingya refugees in
India into the sea or shooting them; all
that he wants is their deportation.

It is, however, doubtful whether the
process of exiling them will be uncom-
plicated since it is bound to raise human-
itarian concerns in India and elsewhere.

It is not easy to harshly deny shelter to
a group which has had to leave their own
country, viz, Myanmar, in dire circum-
stances.

Rijiju probably believes that branding
them as potential terrorists since they are
Muslims will be persuasive enough. But

it is not an argument which will be read-
ily accepted.

Moreover, the issue of deportation has
been complicated by, first, Myanmar's re-
luctance to accept them and, secondly, by
the unwillingness of the emigrants them-
selves to return to a "home" which they
no longer consider safe in view of the re-
cent army actions against them.

Even if the Myanmar army was target-
ing the insurgents among the Rohingyas,
the fact remains that the victims were in-
nocent men, women and children as is
usually the case. Because of the conflict
between the army and the rebels, the or-
dinary civilians had no option but to flee.

Reviving ties

It seems after losing the country ear-
lier India is now trying to boost eco-
nomic ties with resource-rich Myanmar,
with which it shares a 1,600-km border,
to counter Chinese influence and step up
links with a country it considers its gate-
way to Southeast Asia.

As many as four states of the North

East, including insurgency-hit Nagaland
and Manipur, share the major part. Two-
way trade has grown to about $2.2 bil-
lion as India courts Myanmar following
the gradual end of military rule, but In-
dian-funded projects have moved
slowly.

Modi certainly would not want the
projects to be delayed in view of China’s
ambitious ‘One Belt One Road’ initia-
tive touching most of its neighbours. In
India, there are about 40,000 Rohingyas
in Jammu, Hyderabad, Delhi-NCR,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
With ISI raising its head through new re-
cruits India will not allow a fertile
ground for the rebels.

Influx of migrants also leads to social,
political and cultural problems and the
idea to “ensure the demographic pattern
of India is not disturbed, the Govern-
ment fears. But this has also a bearing
on the anti-Muslim policy of the BJP
government which has become clearer
day by day.

The problem has started since Myan-
mar has not recognised the Rohingyas
among its 135 ethnic groups under a
1982 citizenship Act. The Myanmar
government terms them ‘Bengali’ to
paint the Muslim minority in Rakhine
state as recent migrants from
Bangladesh and in Myanmar, the word
Rohingya is a taboo. There are about 10
lakh Rohingyas in Myanmar and over
1.23 lakh have fled to Bangladesh since
August 25 following violence.

India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN
refugee convention, or its 1967 Protocol
and the government decides asylum pleas
on ad hoc and case-to-case basis. Asy-
lum-seekers whose plea is okayed are
given long-term visa (LTV) to be re-
newed annually. Long-term visa gives
them the right to work in private sector
and access to education and banking.

The major part of refugee population
in India is Tibetans (about 1 lakh) and

(Top) Muslim women hold posters
of Aung San Suu Kyi during a rally
against the persecution of Rohingya
Muslims in Medan, North Sumatra;
(left) An injured Rohingya, 60-year-
old Mohammad Salim, receives
treatment after crossing over
from Myanmar into Bangladesh,
at Chittagong Medical
College Hospital. (PT1)

they have many rights as that of a citizen.
They can buy even land on lease and
seek jobs in the private sectors. There is
no hope of their going back and they
have been rehabilitated in different parts
of the country and even run a parallel
Government of their own with famous
Dalai Lama as its head and headquar-
tered at Dharamshala in Himachal
Pradesh.

There are the Chakmas of Bangladesh,
Afghans and ethnic Tamils from Sri
Lanka are among those given refuge in
India. Chakmas in the past used to come
and go back as refugees depending on
the change in the Government in Dhaka.
Only last year the Modi government al-
lowed Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains,
Parsis and Christians from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan to buy property
for self-living, obtain driving licences,
receive PAN and Aadhaar identity cards.

Meanwhile, Amnesty International ex-
pressed serious concerns over the attacks
by Rohingya militants in Myanmar
which left at least 32 people, including
11 security personnel, dead.

“These attacks are a dangerous esca-
lation in violence and could put ordinary
people in Rakhine State at risk, in partic-
ular as tensions have been reaching a
boiling point in the region recently. We
urge all sides to show the utmost restraint
and ensure that ordinary people are pro-
tected from human rights violations and
abuses,” Josef Benedict, Amnesty Inter-
national’s Deputy Campaigns Director
for Southeast Asia and the Pacific, said.

Following fatal attacks on police out-
posts by Rohingya militants in northern
Rakhine State in October 2016, Myan-
mar authorities launched major security
operations in the area.

Amnesty International alleged wide-
ranging human rights violations against
the Rohingyas during these operations,
including unlawful killings, arbitrary ar-
rests, enforced disappearances, torture
and ill-treatment, rape and other sexual
violence, as well as destruction of homes
and property. The organisation con-
cluded that the Myanmar security forces
may have committed crimes against hu-
manity.

But in this politics of violence the Ro-
hingyas have become no country’s citi-
zen.

(The author was in Na Pyi Taw
on invitation)

(With inputs from IANS)
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Opt for central forces

By Ranjan K Baruah

about defence as career. Similarly

we can also choose Para Military
Forces or Central Armed Police Forces
as career. Para Military Forces (PMF)
in India includes Central Reserve Po-
lice Force, Border Security Force, Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force, Sashatra
Seema Bal, Assam Rifles, Indo Tibetan
Border Police, etc.

The Paramilitary Forces of India are
these agencies that help the law en-
forcement agencies and Indian Armed
Forces in their operations. It has over a
million personnel active in its service.

One can enter any service of the
Paramilitary Forces of India after com-
pleting Classes X, XII or Graduation.
Women are also allowed to enter para-
military forces services. Graduates in
any stream, who are 20- 25 years of age
may apply for recruitment to posts of
sub-inspectors in BSF, CISF, CRPF,
ITBP and SSB. Female candidates are
eligible for recruitment to CISF and
CRPF only.

Some of the Central Police Organisa-
tions are Railway Protection Force
(RPF), Indian Home Guard, Rapid Ac-
tion Force, Central Reserve Police
Force, etc. Central Para Military Forces
includes Border Security Forces, Cen-
tral Industrial Security Forces, etc.
There are different recruitments to all

In our last edition, we published

these services.

There are scopes for graduates and
above. Promotions are structured in
these forces and through it one can
reach to high level posts with years of
service and experience. The promo-
tions in CRPF are structured. Gener-
ally an Assistant Commandant may
reach the rank of DIG or IG in a 20

L1
«f

Paramilitary Forces

year service. Newly selected candi-
dates begin their careers as AC (Assis-
tant Commandant) and within 20 years
the career graph ascends to the rank of
DIG or IG in case of BSF.

ITBP recruits young men at the four
levels of Assistant Commandant - Sub-
Inspector - Head Constable - Constable.
Vacancies are advertised from time to
time in all leading newspapers and also

Employment News.

Physical fitness is necessary for all
these services and there are different
norms for the same. Information related
to vacancies is published in news paper
and their websites. Aspirants must be
careful of frauds as there are many peo-
ple who might charge money for giving
jobs. Aspirants must look for authentic
information and should not believe any-
one from genuine people related to the
services.

As the vacancies are advertised in the
website of these forces, here below are
the web addresses of some of the forces.
Aspirants may visit these sites for va-
cancies. Some of the websites are:

BSF— http://bsf.nic.in

CRPF— http://crpf.nic.in

ITBP— http://itbpolice.nic.in

SSB-- http://www.ssb.nic.in .

CISF—http://www.cisf.gov.in/.

There are opportunities for
doctors/engineers in these forces too as
they employ people of different profes-
sions. Like serving in defence forces
there is also pride and honour for those
who join these forces and serve the na-
tion. Aspirants may visit official web-
sites of these PMF for job vacancies
and opportunities.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a social ac-
tivist and can be reached at bkran-
Jan@gmail.com or 9864055558 for
any career related queries )

Literacy 1n digital world

By Ranjan K Baruah

In today’s world ‘digital’ is a common
and popular word amongst young or
old. This term is most popular amongst
young people as they use gadgets and
devices. No society can progress with-
out literacy and it is important how best
we make use of our re-

skills and competencies required to nav-
igate them, can end up marginalised in
increasingly digitally driven societies.
Literacy is one such essential skill.
Just as knowledge, skills and compe-
tencies evolve in the digital world, so

reflect on the world’s remaining literacy
challenges. The issue of literacy is a key
component of the UN's Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) and the UN's
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment.

does what it means to be literate. In
order to close the literacy skills gap and

The theme of this year’s International
Literacy Day was ‘Literacy in a Digital

sources to achieve com-
plete literacy in our
society.

At record speed, digital
technologies are funda-
mentally changing the way
people live, work, learn
and socialise everywhere.

reduce inequalities, ~World’. As the theme suggests technol-
this year’s Interna- ogy can be used to promote literacy in
tional Literacy Day the casiest way.

will highlight the chal- The forms of education have changed
lenges and opportuni-  from the past and it is up to how best we
ties in promoting can utilise gadgets and technology to

literacy in the digital
world, a world where,
despite progress, at

promote literacy.
We can’t achieve SDGs without lit-
eracy from different perspectives. Lit-

They are giving new
possibilities to people to improve all
areas of their lives, including access to
information; knowledge management;
networking; social services; industrial
production and mode of work.

However, those who lack access to
digital technologies and the knowledge,

least 750 million adults
and 264 million out-of-school children
still lack basic literacy skills.
International Literacy Day, cele-
brated annually on September 8§, is an
opportunity for Governments, civil so-
ciety and stakeholders to highlight im-
provements in world literacy rates, and

eracy may be formal or informal but it
is important that all the citizens of the
world must be literate if we really want
to achieve SDGs.

(With direct inputs from UN publi-
cation and feedback may be sent to
bkranjan@gmail.com)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

Moon trine Mars on your solar return chart indicates a good year ahead. You'll
grow closer to the spiritual, emotional and physical balance you've been
seeking when you commit to daily meditation rituals. You'll spend more time in
nature this year, to improve your physical health and honor your drive for
connection with Mother Earth. Strive for balance between work and play, as
your tendency toward one or the other could be the very thing that is undermin-
ing your progress. Your financial restrictions will clear when you adopt the

confident and determined stance.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

People and friends look to you with more respect, tolerance, and
acceptance. You don't feel the need to prove yourself. You have
the chance to shine because you project yourself with self efforts
and modesty. Some of your most natural talents and hobbies
would meet with reward and acceptance. Work done behind the
scenes may be revealed or incorporated into your career or
public life. Past efforts pay off now. New friendships are likely to
emerge as they are supportive and easygoing ones. You need a
certain amount of self-confidence during this period.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

You would move towards a more positive and objective approach
to your professional and personal life. You would have a great
desire to expand your work and knowledge. You might further
your education and it's a fabulous time to do so, or you could
broaden your knowledge in a more informal manner. Confidence
is the key of success and faith in the universe and your ability to
do the right thing will get you everywhere now. This is the best
time for realizing the positive potential that you have. You could
have a feeling of unrest or dissatisfaction with your environment.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

Your idealistic nature is stimulated, and you are likely to be more
spiritual. You are sober and serious in professional and per-
sonal relationships. You are getting serious about loved ones,
family relationships and children. You are likely to take your
hobbies more sincerely. In fact, this is an excellent time for
monetizing any personal hobby and turning it into a profession.
You would be more practical in romantic relations with a loved
one. For many, a romantic relationship stabilizes and becomes
more serious. Opportunities-both personal and professional-
are likely to present themselves. You would combine your inner
and outer strengths to achieve success and happiness in profes-
sional aspects. It is easier than usual to be sensible about your
diet, health, hygiene, and fitness needs.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

You may travel or make contact with people of different cultural
backgrounds than your own. You are more determined to achieve

your personal goals, and are more strategic in the manner that
Sr‘ Pg you go about doing so. Pouring your heart and soul into your

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

You are frank, outspoken and can be undiplomatic on occasions.
Political correctness and diplomacy are the call of the hour. You
are more willing to adapt to new circumstances, ideas, and
unfamiliar situations this week. It is good time toYou would be
involved in lectures, debates, and discussions. You would have

tendency to work on many projects. You are more determined
and hard-working and this brings fulfiliment of all desires. This is
an excellent period in your life in which to get organized and to
stick with projects through to the end. A new project or goal begun
at this time has a good chance of being successful and long-
lasting. It's an excellent time in which you make a lifestyle change,
as your ability fo concenirate on what really matters to you is
enhanced. A short vacation allows you to enjoy natural sur-

roundings with a loved one.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

There is perfection and beauty in emotional and perscnal rela-
fionships. You are frank, outspoken and can be outrageous or
undiplomatic on occasions. This is altegether a happy and re-
laxed period for you. Remember to be thankful. Mental pursuits,
new leaming, and all forms of infellectual activity are favored.

efforts comes naturally now. Happiness and fulfiliment through
the expansion of your mind, widening your social circle, travel,
and connections to people of a different cultural background
than you is indicated. Emotional attachments and relationships
are rewarded with reciprocation. Some interesting people are
drawn to you and invite you to work with them. Health needs care
and old habits of excesses need to be discarded.

Your ability to concentrate and focus helps you to achieve what you
set out to do. You should maintain a positive attitude and face life in
a positive way otherwise you will become frustrated and dull. Good
luck in finances and opportunities is encouraging. Health problems
are resolved and your energy is restored.
Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
A business partnership is lucrative and supportive. Good planning
and management leads to be more progressive and productive
professional ventures. Good luck in financial opportunities is en-
couraging. You are restless and move into varied activities and pay
visits to friends. You are also likely to form relationships with people
based on a deep level of mutual appreciation and understanding for
each other. You are in touch with your more sensitive and spiritual
qualities. You may be divided about business and professional
matters and finally come to terms with compromise which might be the
best thing to do at this time. You may take a short break before starting
on a new project to renew your energy.
Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
You are able to express a greater level of sensitivity and sensibility.
Your personal charm and attractiveness has a positive effect on your
personal and professional relationships. People see you as a loving
and lovable person and they would help and cooperate with your
goals and ambitions. It's a very favorable time for developing your
relationships with parents and other relatives. Responsibilities and
commitments may take up more time than usual, so set a target and
make a proper schedule so meet the desired goal. Personal relations
are precious and need fo be treated with tender, love and care.
Personal relations are precious and need to be treated with tender,
love and care. Children look up to you for love and affection. You will
be considerably more productive, healthy, and focused.
Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
Family is supportive, children are loving and friends share hospitality
and love at this time. It would be in your favor to make new beginnings
and forget all old wounds and past pattems. It is best to let go
negative feelings about relationships and situations gone by. You
may be divided about business and professional matters and finally
come to terms with compromise which might be the best thing to do at
this time. You are stronger and wiser after having gone through
trouble and difficulty. It is time to come back to your inner center to
regain physical strength, mental balance, emotional harmony and
spiritual awareness.
Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
Issues of sharing of power and authority with others in personal and
professional relationships come to the fore. You are likely to experi-
ence events that highlight the necessity to share and trust. Events
and circumstances are such that you learn about your own personal
strength. You may have to deal with willfulness and issues of power
and competition. You would have a tendency to control your life
through some form of manipulation. You may discover a new direction
in your career. Things will not go in your favor if you resort to factics
to get what you want. You could have problems staying calm, cool,
and collected at times.
Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
You are in touch with dynamic, forceful and assertive energy to make
new beginnings. Professional power and authority is vested in you fo
organize and achieve important targets and goals. You bring stability
and order in business and professional projects with a dynamic and
assertive approach. You come up with original and creative ideas
that surprise others in the professional area. Your warrior like quali-
ties of energy, action, swiftness, strength and pride come to the fore.
You need to value and respect established relationships and busi-
ness partnerships as they stand by you in times of stress and trouble.
Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
It is time to break through restrictions, additions and emotional pat-
terns as you are ripe and ready for major professional changes. Do
not forget about long term commitments while you are dealing with
short term contracts. Opportunities and invitations from overseas take
you on an unplanned journey. Visitors, friends and family make this
a happy time as an event is celebrated. You are appreciative and
caring as you give total support to loved ones through a difficult ime.
It is time to concenirate on your career prospects and professional
skills as a promotion or lucrative business opportunity is likely to
present itself. You are physically fit and it is important to keep a handle
on and maintain balance in relationships, finances and new busi-
ness ventures.
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Death not an option

By Sonali Shinde Tesia

orld Suicide Prevention Day is
observed on September 10
every year across the world to

promote action and awareness towards
prevention of suicides. WSPD is organ-
ised by the International Association for
Suicide Prevention (IASP). The World
Health Organisation (WHO) is the co-
sponsor of the day. The purpose is to raise
awareness around the globe that majority
of deaths due to suicide can be prevented.
This year marks the 15th World Suicide
Prevention Day.

World Suicide Prevention Day gives
organisations, government agencies and
individuals a chance to promote aware-
ness about suicide, mental illnesses asso-
ciated with suicide, as well as suicide
prevention. Various activities are ob-
served in countries across the world in
local, regional and national levels.

Every year, more than 800,000 people
die by suicide globally and of these
135,000 (17 per cent) are residents of
India. More than 1 lakh persons
(1,34,599) in the country lost their lives
by committing suicide during the year
2010 according to the National Records
of Crime Bureau. Suicide is the second
major cause of death among young peo-
ple 15-29 years of age According to
WHO data, the age standardised suicide
rate in India is 16.4 per 100,000 for
women (6th highest in the world) and
25.8 for men (ranking 22nd).

Meghalaya has a suicide rate of 4.1 per
100,000person. However, systematic pro-
filing of suicide attempts in North east
India is still lacking. Suicide remains a
major public health concern.

For every completed suicide around 20
times as many persons have suicide
ideation and attempt suicide. Behind
these statistics are the individual stories
of those who have, for many different
reasons, questioned the value of their
own lives. Each one of these individuals
is part of a community. Some may be
well linked in to their community, and
have a network of family, friends and
work colleagues or school mates. Others
may be less well connected, and some
may be quite isolated. Regardless of the
circumstances, communities have an im-
portant role to play in supporting those
who are vulnerable.

This sentiment is reflected in the theme
of the 2017 World Suicide Prevention
Day: ‘Take a minute, change a life.” As
members of communities, it is our re-
sponsibility to look out for those who
may be struggling, check in with them,
and encourage them to tell their story in
their own way and at their own pace. Of-
fering a gentle word of support and lis-
tening in a non-judgmental way can make
all the difference.

People who have survived a suicide at-
tempt have much to teach us about how
the words and actions of others are im-
portant. They often talk movingly about
reaching the point where they could see
no alternative but to take their own life,
and about the days, hours and minutes
leading up to this. They often describe re-
alizing that they did not want to die but
instead wanted someone to intervene and
stop them.

Many say that they actively sought
someone who would sense their despair
and ask them whether they were okay.
Sadly, often no one had asked them. They
often say that if someone had taken a
minute, the trajectory that they were on
could have been interrupted.

Life is precious and sometimes precar-
ious. Taking a minute to reach out to
someone — a complete stranger or close
family member or friend — can change the
course of their life.

People are often reluctant to intervene,
even if they are quite concerned about
someone. There are many reasons for
this, also with a fear they will not know
what to say. It is important to remember,
however, that there is no formula. Indi-
viduals who have come through an
episode of severe suicidal thinking often
say that they were not looking for specific
advice, but that compassion and empathy
from others helped to turn things around
for them and point them towards recov-
ery. Another factor that deters people
from starting the conversation is that they
worry that they may make the situation
worse.

Again, this hesitation is understand-
able; talking about suicide is difficult and
there is a myth that talking about suicide
with someone can put the idea into their
head or trigger the act. The research evi-
dence suggests that quite the opposite.
Being caring and listening with a non-
judgmental ear is far more likely to re-
duce distress than exacerbate it.

Contemporary issues

The use of the internet among
teenagers and young adults is wide-
spread. Along with this come the risks of
internet addiction, cyber bullying and
compulsive gaming. A recent phenome-
non is the Blue Whale suicide challenge,
an online game which allegedly consists

of a series of tasks assigned to players by
administrators during a 50-day period,
with the final challenge requiring the
player to commit suicide. The term “Blue
Whale” comes from the phenomenon of
beached whales, which is linked to sui-
cide. Suicide cases attributed to this fatal
game have been identified in many coun-
tries and recently in India. Case reports
have been reported from Maharashtra,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh and Assam.

Resources are available

There are various well-established re-
sources that are designed to equip people
to communicate effectively with those
who might be vulnerable to suicide. Men-
tal Health First Aid is based on the prem-
ise that many people know what to do if
they encounter someone who has had a
physical health emergency, like a heart at-
tack (dial an ambulance, administer car-
diopulmonary resuscitation), but feel out
of their depth if they are faced with some-
one experiencing a mental or emotional
crisis. Mental Health First Aid teaches a
range of skills, including how to provide
initial support to someone in these cir-
cumstances. Relevant resources can be
found on the websites of IASP and WHO.

Risk factors for suicide attempt

e Person with a prior suicide attempt
e Mental illness patient suffering from de-

pression, alcohol or drug abuse, Schizo-
phrenia

e Person with severe emotional distress
(loss of loved one or relationship
problems)

e Young adults with excessive internet use
and social isolation

e Person with chronic physical or mental
illness

e Person with history of abuse or violence

How to offer support

Ask and be there — talk about suicide
with the person you are worried about.
Listen carefully with open mind what the
individual is thinking and feeling.

Help them connect — encourage the
person to connect with trusted individual
like a family member, friend and offer to
accompany them to seek help from a pro-
fessional doctor or counselor. If you think
the person is in immediate danger, do not
leave him or her alone. Take him to the
hospital and inform the family members.

Keep them safe — Ensure that person
does not have access to means of self
harm e.g. pesticides, firearms or medi-
cines. Reducing, restricting or eliminat-
ing access to lethal methods can be a
highly effective component of preventing
suicide.

Stay connected — Keep in touch to
know how the person is doing.

How to ask for help

What you can do to take help, if you
feel like life is not worth living.

If you feel like life is not worth living,
worthlessness, hopelessness or negative
and disturbing thoughts or feeling very
lonely even when you have friends and
family. You do not understand why you
are feeling or thinking this way. Reach
out for help.

Talk to a trusted family member, friend
or colleague about how you feel. It is
okay to talk about suicide. If can help you
feel better

Consult a psychiatrist doctor or a men-
tal health counselor

Social, psychological, cultural and
other factors can interact to lead a person
to suicidal behaviors but the stigma at-
tached to mental disorders and suicide
means that many people feel unable to
seek help.

Communities can play a critical role in
suicide prevention. They can provide so-
cial support to vulnerable individuals and
engage in follow-up care, fight stigma
and support those bereaved by suicide.

Community measures

e Early treatment of mental illness and
regular medications

e Reducing social isolation

e Preventing social disintegration

e Regulation of sale of medicines and
pesticides

It is also the time to take notice of
what’s going on with your family mem-
bers, friends, colleagues and yourself. It
is about taking time to have those conver-
sations when you notice that something
has changed and equipping yourself to
help yourself and others. A caring, com-
passionate person at a difficult time can
help turn things around. The small acts
can be life changing. If you are concerned
about someone, reach out and ask them if
they want to talk. Take a minute to make
a difference. It is okay to talk about sui-
cide as it does not provoke the act of sui-
cide; however can reduce anxiety and
helps people feel understood.

(The author is Consultant Psychia-
trist based in Shillong)

Sick of imaginary ailments

toms but when I do I have the Black
Death, pregnancy and a disease only
horses get.

This is not actually that surprising. I’ve
had every disease known to man, except
hypochondria, and I’ll probably get that
from a toilet seat later today.

But I will admit that some diseases are
definitely all in the mind. There’s a sign
hanging from the ceiling at a hospital
near where this columnist lives: “Beware
of your head.” Wise advice.

Consider a letter I received from a
reader in Thailand about a murder earlier
this year. A man was found dead in Chi-
ang Mai with 15 bullets carefully fired
into his bottom. Investigators, puzzled by
the mode of execution, eventually uncov-
ered one of those bizarre-but-true stories
that you only get in Asia.

A woman, 39, had been seeking a cure
for the constipation suffered by her hus-
band, 40. As one would, they consulted a
witchdoctor, who confirmed that a
“Death by Constipation” curse existed,
but a spell to remove it could be had for
the equivalent of $2,900.

So far, so relatively normal (for Asia).
But later, the couple remembered that a
family member had died of constipation
10 years earlier. OMG!

Clearly, the doctor was a serial killer
whose modus operandi was to remotely
shut down people’s digestive systems!

Idon’t always Google my cold symp-

So the couple did what they felt they
had to do, according to police they got a
gunman to kill the witchdoctor by gun-
shots to the buttocks because — if you
think about it scientifically — that would
surely break the spell, right?

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

Last I heard the couple were facing the
terrifying prospect of many years in Thai
jail, a thought I know will dramatically
cure the husband’s constipation. Stand
well back!

Constipation is just one of many ail-
ments with a mental element. I once told
a colleague that his bloodshot eyes were
“a sign of a twisted uterus” and he took it

seriously, rubbing his abdomen and mak-
ing an appointment with his doctor.

Which reminds me: we are overdue for
an outbreak of koro.

This is a disease that appears in epi-
demic form every decade or so. It goes
like this. 1) A guy imagines his genitals
are smaller than he thought and privately
tells a friend that they’ve shrunk. 2) The
friend starts to worry which causes his
genitals to shrink too. 3) Repeat x 1,000.

There’ve been many koro epidemics
(Singapore in 1967, Thailand in the
1970s, Northeast India in the 1980s, West
Africa in the 1990s and 2000s) but except
for a small 2010 outbreak in south India,
nothing recently. I may start an outbreak
myself. Male readers: Do you feel your
boxer shorts are more roomy than they
used to be? Uh-oh.

The official modern medical treatment
for koro is “education and reassurance”,
but I suspect the traditional Chinese rem-
edy works better: Healers bang a giant
gong very loudly near the sufferer and tell
him he’s fine now. In fact, the big gong
thing could pretty much cure anyone of
anything, including constipation. I may
wheel one into my local hospital and try
it out for the sake of medical science.
Stand well back!

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based fre-
quent traveller. Send ideas and com-
ments via his Facebook page)
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External Territory in the jig presence felt on the
flndlan Ocean. African coast and the
Likewise in Kyaukpyu wmiddle East. She is said to

turns intO Assam Government for notclearance operation that ledhe government’s decision considering the long-termdifferent died different

" doing enough to ease th&o genocide. This startedto deport all the Rohingyas €conomic viability, self- communities died and Bengal, Woody Island in the i
pOI|t|Cal game plight of the students fromafter Rohingya militants living in our country. sufficiency and there was wide-sprea Paragcel archigelago, Port ir}%ﬁ%‘?;%‘;sg”gﬁ thpeo,‘ﬁ'fﬁggjn'
Meghalaya who want tokilled 12 security officers in ~ But the real danger hasSustenance of the newlycarnage not even spariighe  Spratly  Islands, coast ie. in Sudan and
Editor, pursue their studies.the border outposts. Medigjust begun. In the name ofP0rn state of Madhyahospitals and ailing Sihanoukville of Cambodia, Kenya.- v
As a concerned citizen ofStudents had to sufferhas no access to that landihad for the plight of Pradesh as the entirepatients, it is important to Istmo de kra of Thailand, There are a lot of things
Meghalaya, | cannotbecause of the politicalof the Nobel laureate.Rohingyas, Myanmar may beMmineral resources lay in theinvestigate as to whoport of Chittagong in that India can learn from

understand why  the€nmity between the twoShockingly the de facto a target for ISIS. The bottomworptb of %ht?lﬁislgﬂfgh-sgrftleinstructed the CongressBangladesh, Hambantotachina's foreign policy
Bharatiya Janata Yuvastates and BJYM has turnedeader Suu Kyi has refusedine is that migrants are apgrsl (I:%rr]noleteg durin iiheeGov.ernment to send threePort in Shri Lanka, Marao maneuvering strategies. So,
Morcha (BJYM) is itinto a political issue. This to criticise the army’s potential pool of recruits for w p uring thesenior-most police port of Maldives and thepetter late than never,

demanding the resignationiS not acceptable. In fact theactions due to the militants. The conflict may

Congress-led UPA regimeofficers huddled together Gawdar port in in the south-\ndia’s doctrine of ‘Look

of the Chief Minister of BJYM should offer solutions forthcoming election in lighten the rod for Islamist which inherited the 1egacyin a jeep to combat andwest  of ~ Pakistan's gast Policy’ (LEP) now

h -eton and the philosophy of counter-the Pakista
Meghalaya Dr Mukul to the problem instead ofNovember. Despite living networks that stretch from «yiide-and-rule” from terrorists led by Kasav.

Sangma and his Council ofmaking it as their.agenda tofor generations, RohingyasPhiIippir]es to Indqnesia andtheir British Masters. In | Srimad Bhagavad
Ministers over the issue ofscore political points at thehave been deniedMalaysia with _links 10 g5ing 5o they have Gita it is scripted tr?at the

denial of admissions toCOst of the students. Citizenship_ Myanmar Middle East. The bat.tle ignored the Universa”y life-stvle and standards d
MBBS students from Yours etc., considers them between Buddhist extremismeyperienced and accepted}thicg manners an
Meghalaya in medical Joannes JTL Lamare,Bangladeshis andand Islamist extremists hasggage of “Unity is values as created and s
just begun. Can India’s North ” igvii 3
colleges of Assam. The Nongkrem Bangladesh says they ard4s _ Strength”.  Digvijaya py great men and soul
statement issued by the Burmese. International East escape from this globalsingh the master-mind of 3re generally and normall
BJYM is merely a publicity . community from Malala to CfSIS: communal disharmony, fsjiowed by ordinary
stunt to earn cheap publicity P||ght of the Taliban, Muslim nations Yours etc., coined in a sycophanticmortals. Of course
without really going into the . Indonesia, Qatar, Kamgl Barrl]Jah tone the term "Hindu- congressmen likd
root of the matter. As has ROhlngya Afghanistan, Turkey, uwahati - terrorism " for appeasing pjgyjjaya Singh and N D
been reported, the Chief Muyslims and Malaysia, Chechnya voiced and b lprowdmg hal Tiwari are certainly not the
Minister of Meghalaya was . anger across Asia at - . . \cl;ocadhL! ar¥ to IR?' Ul epitomes of ethics an
very prompt in responding Buddhist Myanmar’s violence. Our DlgVUaya Smgh Ca"m ail ninorwitﬁ ea?n 'gnemorality!
to this issue as soon as news . PM has arrived at Nay Pyi —Aloose o tﬁe ?/oteqbank or tr)1/e Yours etc.,
of the denial of seats broke ~ €XtremiIsSm Taw after BRICS summit in Congress party. Making Samares
out. He even spoke to the Xia_lmen to discuss issues of cannon derogatory statefnents and Bandyopadhyay
CM of Assam on this. Editor, rising violence apart from denigrating the entire Advoca}:eiéhKoCIIgS:?

Therefore this not only  The Rohingya, a Muslim the bilateral infrastructure Editor Hindu community is
exposes the BJYM's political minority in Rakhine state of Projects “Act East’ palicy. — Sou b o oo o4 Givided Undesirable. Is it not _
agenda before the electionguddhist majority Myanmar SUrPrisingly some forty . 5is 2 "common adage.necessary to review th NGNS (2 B L T LT
but also its desire to creatqs the most persecutedthousand Rohingyas i e failure of definition of the terms the full name, address and
confusion. people in the world. Lakhs legally stayed in India and pyjo\iiava’ Singh as Chief “Secularism & pseudo-| contact number of the uriter
It is ironic that they are of peop|e fled across theﬂfty five thousand Minister of erstwhile Secularism”? even if they are sent by email.

i Baluchistan province are thgenamed by Prime Minister
encircling ports developedyodi  as” “Act East
by China as their commercialponcyu(AEp) will surely
and  strategic military prove to be the answer to
fdeployment base in last fewihe Chinese ‘String  of
dyears. , _ Pearls’. The sluggish LEP
et Moreover, China is got a boost in recent years
sheavily dependent upon theyfer focusing on promoting
ysea routes that pass througgonnectivity with ASEAN
the South China Sea near thgtates including security,
disputed Spratly and Paraceftrategic relations, counter-
islands where they haveerrorism, trade and
made their positions strongcommercial relations,
enough to thwart anygefense collaboration and
duntoward  happenings.giso rejuvenating ties with

These islands are currentlytpe neighbouring countries

China, Taiwan, Vietnam, the  |ndia has a lot of scope
Philippines and the Unitedsg, petter trade and
States. Even the proposedconomic opportunities
Bangladesh-China-India-proyided she seeks greater
Myanmar Corridor (BCIM) inyolvement in this region.
has also been susceptible t§he desire to fulfill her
India’s advances againsimpition to upgrade her age
China in the event of anyg|q relations with those
scuffle, thereby, limiting the countries is possible only
viability of BCIM corridor, through the dynamic and

condemning the Congressgangladesh border andr€gistered with the UN in \jaghya  Pradesh state,  During the proxy war il L bl LD
Government of Meghalayathirty thousand are trappedMalaysia. Now the Supremeresuited in the state splitting'aunched by Pakistan ir|__ details will be published.

China is putting more effortsgicious implementation of
and interest in CPEC for hetjthe “Act East Policy”.
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“It's amazing how a little tomorrow can
make up for a whole lot of yesterday.”
--- John Guare

Vol No: LX No. 33

By Jyotirmoy Prodhani

Privacy: Coincidence of convergence at the apex level

RBI report stresses
Importance of

protecting personal data

By K. Raveendran

(UCD-

In a strange coincidencedemographic patterns, social
ch report of the Reserve Bankhorms, and changing
«f India published on Augusteconomic conditions,
t24, the day the Supreméntroducing risks to
Court delivered its historic economic well-being
tJudgment upholding the rightespecially as households
| to privacy as fundamentalage.
shares almost identical views “The Indian household
on privacy and the use offinance landscape is

? personal data by financialdistinctive through the near

institutions. total absence of pension
C In its Report of wealth. Pension accounts
t Household Financeand investment-linked life

rCommittee, the RBI observednsurance products exist, but
that technological solutionsthey are only used frequently

o
not achieved through th

the eminence of a

primarily predicated upo

here do not even get al
research seed grants
substantive incentive
resulting in the absence
a robust researc

Need f Ision f
| | ]
mesmorgTmes | @ducation In the North East

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2017
How safe are our students The recent crisis on the meg!cal, éa.nginee.ring
NOT a single day passes without some gruesgiggical seatsin Assam media studies, scieng
9 _ 'yp 9 medical colleges for the _ T —__education and the lik
story about suicide, murder or young school baysrth East states hasenormously dlsappomtlng.dhevellJOSpe(fJﬁountéles like should gain priority
. . . . . ened up a new concerrfOne might argue that howthe ; ~and many where a few seats shou
being sodomised, school girls being raped W”@@rtaining to the higher come these states are yet tother countries from the be earmarked acros
the school campus; the latter by teachers.| ¥dacation scenario in thecome up with their own first world, which have disciplines as North Eas
. o region in general. It is medical colleges? But then tomuch higher GDP and quota which would no
cringe to hear such news and our faith in ba‘ﬁh&ortunate that the few set up medical colleges andesser population than thatonly help students ge
human val k knock h time w ts of as important asustain them is not so easyof India, still spend much opportunities for highe
uma augs take a knoc gac time we %E%ipline as medicine doledfor the resource strappedmore on education thaneducation within the
confronted with such horror stories. Added to thy§t to the students of thestates, although the paucitywhat India has been domg[)eglo_n, but also hel
. . . heastern states by theof resources cannot be arin terms of GDP ratio. ringing various
is the new social media terror that teenagers sé@gﬁam T adical co||ggesexcuse to ignore the Substantial investmentcommunities and ethni
to be addicted to — the Blue Whale Challeng@ave now become uncertainnecessity of establishingin education sector in thecultures of North Eas
. . . der NEC quota there areeducational institutions. North East should be anCome closer 1o each othg
which has already taken a few lives. There is|t y 13 Segts for North However, there should beurgent priority for the Thg\t . wo#ld,
much to cope in a single day yet we cannot simphstern states with 10 seatspecial directives from the central government in Subsequenty.  €nhanc

_ .| fof Meghalaya and one eactgentre to increase NE quoteorder to ensure all round9 .
black such out these events. The point i$¢0 afunachal Pradesh,in  the  educational growth of the region so ““g‘gg&?gﬁ:)”ng'

i i i i izoram and Nagaland. institutions in Assam not that it can subsequently be
.reln'forf:e security on aI.I fronts in educatlonglrgJuably e a8 - only in Medicine but also in at par with any other
institutions. That the driver of a school bus Hiack tests to get these seather institutes of developed parts of the
! i e through stiff professional and highercountry. Investment in
Ryan’s International School, Gurugram shoulg @%petmons and  are, learning (including medical education can be an
able to enter the students’ toilet and carry out higloubtedly, some of theand engineering colleges) adilternative  to
. - , .most deserving studentswell as in the universities. insensitive industal push
heinous act of slitting open a student’s throat, | their respective states. When in academic circlesat the cost of its ecology yioof' of  the grea
exposes how lax the whole system is. These f@yof the 726 medical seatsve are so vocal and emphati@nd human habitats. Aj,iiytions evolved intd
o . ayailable in Assam not evenabout North East as anew vision and a well , oqtjgious centres o
|t IS |mpOSS|b|e tO tI‘USt anyone nOt tO Comlm o of seats are meant for théaomﬁostlkt]e _tget(_)-pO“tICtﬁl '[ehdouucgar:i'[ono?rg tﬁleanNofrc:L |earning because of the|
obscenities. That is the premise on which SChO%fLédents of these stateddentty, the situatons on the : teachers and facilities fdg
P _ where infrastructure for ground is quite the opposite.East IS an  urgent yegearch. In this respe
should operate. In the past we are informe@n@er education is still at its Therts «'ére hf?rdly any “eg‘friﬁ'yt%-here should be 1S & critical requiremen
. . . . ombine efforts  to i
bigger boys bullying smaller boys in toilets etgascent stage. In order tct to develop teaching an
These may sound absurd but they happen allghmvth of the region it is coordination among theregion to  develop gn attractive propositio
. Y yhapp incumbent upon Assam, thestates to ensure the€ducation infrastructurest js a common practice i
time, yet they are hushed up by most SChOQ£$gest state of the region,strengthening of the Northin all the states. A one the major institutions o
Parents too don't report such incidents or e\ierprovide certain faciliies East solidarity at a more central university in the pigher education worlg
-7 _ it has at its disposal, to thecomprehensive level. r€spective states IS nNotgyer to offer varioug
incidents of bullying by teachers for fear that thelates which are smaller Massive disparity in learning (haggggohdtf-lror\]/srgf r;‘:[5‘u5d(Igr‘?t‘irlncentives to attract be
: : : “ - A relatively new  with opportunities among the : of the minds as its facult
kids might lose the seat in that “prestigious ?r?adequate resoUrces tstates is a major factorfrt%m thet regutcr)]n to ti:e and researchers. Qui
“elite” school. This has only exacerbated theild up enough institutions leading to intraregional 245, PALS B TE BOUR WY sadly there is hardly an
. . . . r themselves. Besides,imbalances. In fact, it should S€€KINY NIGNEr educaliong,,cjy pojicyin the North
problems in educational institutions. It is only wi é&sam also has historicalbe addressed as one of th@S _Well as various g,
. . > kev i by the states td’rofessional courses. The X
children die or are brutally attacked that paremtdigations to these statesX€y ISSUES Dy he states 1a "o 4 the states
. : In India the doctor to come up with a mutually &° & B0 S0l
dare speak up. But this culture of silence helpsdaQuiation ratio is 1:2000 agreeable  policy  to hioh qualty nstit t.oF;]Sg
that is, there is one doctorformulate an agenda for 9" dHaty INSHAL
one. ’ . .~ _of professional courses
. for every 2000 people whicnenhanced education_ higher education in
Physical assaults by male teachers are taless\@nsidered quite low by opportunities all over the i\ region which should
. . standards set by theNOfth East. To make North
often hear being told by parents outside the sg o, whichis 1:1000. ifwe East a common hub OfgﬁI;?/\r/?tiigftthhee cboeusr:trnyOt
campuses. Students too narrate such storiggotdy the India Populationlearning for the studentsy "pid e among the .
l sﬁatistics, doctor and from thg region there should,[OID institutions of higher level. Besides,
each other after they have passed out. Some $Ulfel ation ratio stands atbe uniform growth of g3 =o't Sine south Should be :
such scars forever. Others become violent gay@ind ~ 1:5000  in education infrastructure in all 5 5outh East Asia. COMPrenensive policy t
. o . Meghalaya, 1:3000 in the states in the region a”‘ﬁlorth East has a hugeattract the best of th
consequence of having been victims of violeng&galand 1:7000 in Mizoram at the same time the state$yotential to emerge as anyOUng ~ minds  ang
: T : in with better infrastructure i inati academicians to cultivat
The psychological damage inflicted by teachers®@fl _about 1:1700 _in Wi education destination for
pSy g_ _ 9 y “|"Arunachal Pradesh. Theneed to take the lead as aghe South and South Eas@Nd  permeate  the
fellow students is incalculable. Yet parents stoicgdlymbined doctor population €thical imperative. At presentasian countries like kKnowledge in the regio
io in th f hee isthere are huge gaps when ig to turn North East as o
. . : : pratio in these four states is hutan, Nepal, Myanmar,
suffer such ignominy. Is this helping anyone féout 1:2500. These arecomes  to e m
there a system of anonymous complaints gh estimations on theopportunities in the states.|ike following the close destinations.

, basis of available data; thelt is noteworthy that when ethno cultural linkages If North East has g
parents so that schools can take corrective St€Raa reality must be farthe central government isNorth East shares with grow as a region with edg
Granted that there will be several bogus whiriggnmer. spending millions in the these countries. and strength, massi

_ Evidently there is a hugeregion in terms of security  Each state in the Northdevelopment in
from vested interests but there could alsa #8icit of doctors in these expenditure, spending inEast must have medicaleducation sector is th
; ; s where basic healtieducation sector is and engineering collegeskey for which the union
genuine grievances that could lead to greater hémieces are yet to reach theevidently low. It is likely to with full central support government must come U
in the long run if left unaddressed. The questiondst man living in the further go down with the for it might not be feasible with affirmative policy
. riphery. The present dilly progressive o_lecllne infor the tiny states to strategies which is als
ask here is what are the Parent-Teachg gﬂying on the part of the budget allocation by the sustain such institutions.crucial to ensure stabl
Associations(PTA) doing if not to engage with tiessam government incentre in education sectorSome seats needs to beconomic and politica

. accommodating the NEWhich has gone down to asreserved for the climate in the region.

school authorities for the greater good of th

children?

@Hidents in the medicallow as just 3.77% of the GDPrespective states as a The author can be
colleges of the state isthat stands as the lowest sspecial provision. reached at
extremely unfortunate andfar. Even the highly Professional courses likerajaprodhani@gmail.com

TOTHE EDITOR

Freedom of When

Newton’s third law of murder, your editorial, Vivekananda worshippedpushed to the edge |

. motion. "Where is India headed"and touched the feet of aconsider it proper to settle .
eXpreSS|0n —a  Thus, sufficiently (ST, Sep 9, 2017), rightly four-year-old, poor, the scores bilaterally. In the Journahsts
worked up by the media, thesays, "This casts a pall ofkashmiri, Muslim girl to instant case my grouse is .
double edged enraged folks of variousgloom on India's criminal worship her as Goddessagainst Trinity Bharat Gas unite
SWOFd classes and faiths go on gustice system.” GauriUma. Sri Aurobindo Agency, Nongthymmai.  Editor,
rampage on social medialankesh's murder is anothefintroduced a Christian 1his agency should explain  The ghastly murder g
because there they findattempt to kill Indian French lady, Mirra Alfassa, IO the public, as to why itrenowned journalist Gau
Editor, endless ready-madedemocracy, the spirit of ouras the Divine Mother. puts Its consumers 1N gnpesh will go down as
The recent article “Social battlefields. Here they canConstitution, the voice of the It is a pity that we could 180Pardy. Unlike othery oo o™ in " this
Media Has Changed Ourdemonstrate their raw andchampions of the not save the life of Mahatma29€Ncies —Bharat - Gag, o aiic nation of our

; e ; ; o ._supplier is usually very .
Lives Forever!” (ST, Sept 8, crude heroism. Besides thedowntrodden and above allGandhi in independent lnd'airregular in refilling LPG. The Shillong Press Clu

2017), by our uprightharsh vocabulary of the evolutionary progress ofwhereas those great men, i can be ascertaine@lond with the entire medi
journalist, Patricia Mukhim hostility, the filthiest terms humankind. After Narendraincluding Gandhi survived f,om the following facts. [raternity came and pai
made a very interesting readare used to attack theDabholkar, Govind Pansarein British India in spite of This agency has notribute to her at Polic
She has aptly pointed out -opponent, his religion andand Malleshappa Kalburgi, their sweeping reforms andsypplied the LPG refill to its Bazaar near the old Sta
‘fake news is circulated, finally his blood relatives. Gouri Lankesh had to giveegalitarian ideology. Must cystomers at Barapathafssembly. Itis truly a
consumed and ingested ang\|| jargons of obscenity are her life. not we make ourselvessince June 29, 2017. DuringNifying moment ~ for
opinions are not onlywhat decorate these virtual What ~would  have independent enough to livethe year (Calendar yearpeople involved directly
instantly ~ formed  but pattlegrounds. Phew, this ishappened to our great meryreat ideas and improve ou014 it supplied refilled and indirectly with thg
reactions too are postethow the double-edgedhad they lived today? Rajacriminal justice system?  cylinders only six times; inmedia. The media here h

without much thought.” sword of the “freedom of Rammohan Roy waged a war Yours etc., 2015 five times; in 2016even had a share of i
Thanks to the mushroomingexpression” is mindlessly against dogmatic forces to Suijit De, seven times and in 2017 sincidents of governmer
media shops that have thgvielded in modern times stop killing widows in the Kolkata far, it has supplied onlyharassment here in o

shocking audacity to serveleaving the society and thename of Sati. Iswar Chandra
out lies in various flavors —human values grievous|yVidyasagal’ did the same to
which could be relishing for wounded. give widows the right to

three times. These figurestate. Those in authority
are counted from the gasghe government shoul

card. If | am not mistaken gow that the media is th
gas agency is mandated t

Regular default

some, but too unsavoury or Yours etc., remarriage. On the other f dated tgyes and ears of the nati
too bitter for others. These Salil Gewali, hand, Sri Ramkrishna himself by LPG supply nine LPG refills in a4 o one can stop it fro
very news agencies, which Shillong-2 practiced  Islam  and . year. Thus, oOne cCamygiing its duty.

can be purchased by the Christianity to live his words SUpp“er visualize just how much Yours etc...
highest bidder also have an Whither - 'many opinions, many  Editor tge cgnsumers of Bharhatd Dominic S. Wankha
amazing art of hiding the paths'. Rabindranath Tagore | don't believe in writing toals'mggsg?qer:fo?é?aﬂlfe e _

“truths” if they don't fit well freedom of condemned tyrannical socialagainst any organisation/|_|er:ceI theirl fevance i Letters to the Editor must have
with their agenda. No restrictions on intermarriageinstitution in the media o120 tf?rou b this the full name, address and
wonder, what we hear we SpeECh and described suchbecause it causes farnews aper for redgressal contact number of the writer,
hold as true and react in the prejudices as a giganticreaching, adverse pap Yours etc.. | & if they are sent by email.

; . i Only letters with the requisite
same manner as it was Editor, obstacle to realizing ourconsequences for them. Krishna Chettri | q

education institution i$
physical facilities alone|
educational institution i$

the quality of teachers.

hsure a comprehensivdormulate policies for greater more investment in the yesearch in the region a

st

teachers in the
universities and colleges

environment which has
direct bearing on the
quality of teaching at an)
there

education vietnam, Thailand and the ©f the major knowledge

the

do household financeby households located in a

alproblems often rely onsmall group of states, while

households sharing persongh most other states, the

 data with financial productcontribution of pensions

providers and this raiseswealth to household wealth
obvious issues of privacy.is negligible.
“While this is not the The report refers to a
principal focus of our strong negative correlation
recommendations, we ddetween participation in
provide thinking about ainsurance and the incidence
sensible framework for dataof non-institutional source
privacy in Indian householddebt, suggesting that
finance, and suggest theéhouseholds are dealing with
adoption of a rights-basedrisks through high-cost
fprivacy framework in contrastborrowing as opposed to
iwith the more commoninsuring against such risks.
rconsent-based  privacyThis has been described as
framework,” it said. a costly approach, as high
The same day a 9-membeinterest payments on
gpench of the Supreme Courinformal debt impose
$eld that the right to privacysubstantially greater costs
s fundamental. In arelative to insurance.
‘unanimous decision, the The report highlights the
judges ruled that privacy isimportance of strengthening
an inalienable right, and athe public provision of
crucial aspect of individual health and social welfare
liberty and dignity. services to mitigate the
The issue arose out of groblem and attributes it to
batch of petitions assailingthe tight constraints on
ghe constitutionality of the household budgets which
Aadhaar project, whichdo not permit them to take
involves the collection of on insurance. Over the
biometrics and storage ofcoming decade and a half, the
extensive _personalelderly cohort is expected to
information  within  a grow by 75 percent. Only a
¥entralised database. Issuesmall fraction of this cohort
Ohave also been raised abouias saved in private pension
thee security of theplans. Moreover, a large
pfinformation, both in terms of segment of the population of
breaches and access by thirdouseholds in all age cohorts
parties. ~ The  privacy has not actively taken steps
implications of Aadhaar areto insure adequate financial
now to be further examinedcoverage during retirement.
by the court separately.  The need to finance
The historic verdict, adequate ~ consumption
which — overturned theduring retirement s,
position prevailing for over therefore, a looming issue,
50 years, recognises privacand when combined with the

€,

)

)

as an important facet oflow penetration of
individual autonomy, the rightinsurance, households
rto live with dignity, and the appear particularly

right to personal liberty. Thevulnerable to adverse shocks
ecourt has also acknowledgedater in life.
the importance of  The report looks at the
informational privacy and impediments for the
right to exercise control overhouseholds to approach
one’s personal information. formal banking channels for
€ There is no way that thetheir needs. These include
eRBI's approach, known overthe high transactions costs
time as typically orthodox, and bureaucratic hurdles
could have been influencedvhich create a high
by the Supreme Courthuisance factor for
pthlnklng. This means that thenouseholds hoping to
apex bank must be crediteéngage in formal financial
,With some original out of the markets. Indian households
pox approach. The RBlstrongly associate formal
Committee has similarly banking institutions with
followed an open-endediarge administrative burdens
approach to some of theand complicated paperwork.
other issues as well in an There are also trust
uncharacteristic departurdssues that households face
from bureaucratic apathy. in their participation in formal

~ The report documents thefinancial markets. These arise
high levels of unsecured debfrom  their  negative
of Indian households, andperceptions of the formal
perhaps more importantly,providers, which are
debt taken from non-exacerbated by occasional
institutional sources such agoor experiences with
moneylenders. Such debunscrupulous providers.

generates high costs for thehese trust issues appear to
Indian households, whichcorrelate highly with the

lead to households becomingncome level  of the
trapped in a long cycle ofhousehold, and low income
finterest repayments.  households often report
(i Despite the high holdingstheir belief that access to
pof real estate, mortgagefinancial products is the
penetration is low early in life, prerogative of elite groups in
s.and subsequently rises asociety. This lack of trust in
pthe households age. This isinancial institutions helps
,at variance with Indianexplain the tendency of
dhouseholds’ counterparts irhouseholds to eschew
_other countries, where debfinancial products and to
” has a characteristically humpinvest in instruments such
8haped pattern over thess gold instead. It also helps
lifecycle. Indian householdsto explain the continuing
tend to borrow later in life andreliance of Indian
are more likely to reachhouseholds on traditional
retirement age with positivesystems of provision of
ngebt balances, which is #inancial services, the report
Source of risk, given that theyconcludes.  Behavioural
tare no longer earning incoméactors such as a lack of self-
,during these years. _confidence in engaging with
The report links this formal financial systems also
Mtendency  to  socialcome as deterrents.
darrangements in whichCognitive issues like bias
ehouseholds bequest housingnd the self-perceived
pavealth to future generationsfinancial management skills
mand in turn receive supporiof the head of the household
during retirement. Suchare also important factors.
traditional approaches to That the report
household financial acknowledges the role
management have likelyplayed by non-institutional
evolved over time as adebt, which unfortunately
rational  response  tocomes at high cost and
prevailing economic associated imperfections,
conditions. However, it notesindicates a subtle change of
that these traditionalapproach in looking at the
structures are increasinglyissues of  household

presented — perfectly like On Gauri Lankesh's hational unity. Swami Therefore, unless | am Shillong-2 LR D) R

under pressure from shiftingfinances. (IPA Service)
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“Sometimes we should express our
gratitude for the small and simple
things like the scent of the rain, the taste
of your favorite food, or the sound
of a loved one’s voice.”

--- Joseph B. Wirthlin

The Shillong Times
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Singh on Kashmir
THE Union Home Minister, Rajnath Singh during his
visit to J&K took a cue from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and said that he would talk to all involved in
the crisis in the sensitive state. He promised
compensation and better equipment to the local police

and security forces. He also allayed fears caused by
the suspected challenge to Article 35A and made it
clear that youth below 18 years of age will not be

treated as criminals. Instead of being put in prison,
they will be sent to juvenile homes. The Home
Minister shared with the State government its concern

for responding to the expectations of the local
population. Positions have hardened since the killing
of Hizbul commander Burhan Wani in July 2016.

Voter turnout in bye-elections in April this year was
ameagre 7%. The Army chief General Bipin Rawat
defended the use of civilians as human shields. Raids

on separatist leaders by the National Investigation
Agency over allegations of providing terror funds and
arrests of some of them queered the pitch for a

dialogue in J&K. There was also apprehension about
the state BJP questioning the validity of Article 35A.

Rajnath Singh has promised to break the ice. The
BJP- PDP alliance in the state has to be reinvigorated
and all internal contradictions must be removed.

Singh’s assurance of talking to all stakeholders brings

non-violent political elements of the state in the ensuing
dialogue. The promise that youth in the state will not
be criminalised also generates hope. Singh’s

statement that he will visit the Valley 50 times in a

year shows sense and sensibility.

LOOKING BACK

May 1, 1989
Union Home Minister to
visit Manipur
Dissidence in  units.It requires no extra

Congress(I) is endemic
everywhere and it makes no
difference whether the party
is in power or in the
opposition. In Manipur
where theCongress(I) is in
office, the dissidence
threatens the life of its own
Ministry handed by Mr
Rishang Keishing; in
Tripura where it is in
opposition to the CPI(M), it
threat-ens law and order in
the State in its effort to find
a political foothold strong
enough for a fight with the
ruling party. Mr Buta Singh,
the Union Home Minister
and also sup-posed to be in
charge of theCongress(I)
affairs in the state, must be
a bold man indeed to have
undertaken a two-day tour
of the two states, in
expectation of pro-viding a
ready-made solu-tion for the
Congress ills in both the

intelli-gence to suppose that
ahigh dignitary that he is, he
was surely empowered to
dispose of the ministerial
tangle in Manipur at Imphal
itself. That the tide has
turned accordingly in favour
of Mr Keishing would be
only too evident from the
spate of withdrawals of ear-
lier resignations for his Min-
istry, which started flowing
after the close of Mr Buta
Singh 's series of parleys
with Congressman at Imphal.
The bane in the dis-sident
camp is that there were too
many too willing to be
projected as Mr Keishing's
substitute and successor-in-
office and this only
strengthened Mr Keishing's
case for continu-ance in
office.The message do some-
thing themselves politically
and not be expecting to get
everything done.

An era when reason and
hypersensitivity coexist

Since the dawn of
civilization about 4004 B.C.,
we had been constantly
progressing into the modern
age. The society is said to
have evolved from primitive
religion to more advanced
philosophical idealism, then
to  modern scientific
mentalities when science
and scientific methods are
employed in the
management of human
affairs. In the ancient
societies, some forms of
religious cult had always
been part and parcel of the
political and economic
systems. No state in the past
was thought to be complete
without the incorporation of
some form of religious cults
because that was necessary
to address human ignorance
of scientific knowledge. But
as scientific knowledge
develops, the general
wonder to mystery was
dispelled and science
replaced religion. It is then
hoped that science by itself
is able to provide mankind
with a way of life which is
self-consistent and
harmonious as well as free
for the exercise of that
objective reason on which
our material progress
depends. The modern age is
also viewed as the age when
the importance of the moral
guideline of the super-ego
is restricted while the power
and freedom of reason
enhanced.

But it is also opined that
the rapid increase in
scientific knowledge and
technology and the spread
of scientific spirit are in large
measure responsible for the
strange and multiple chaos
of thought in the modern
society today. Reason is
supposed  to  ensure
successful adjustment of the
individuals to habitual
cognitive situations and to
facilitate our minds to
correct our own human
errors, and also to develop
abilities to cope with
situations that cause anxiety.
Hence, it is in the application
of reason that civilized man
is said to owe his evolution
from the savages. But it
seems that man has rapidly
created changes in the
natural and social
environments to which he
has so far not been able to
adjust himself with.

The industrial and
commercial system of
economy again put the
individuals in wonder of
their statuses and worth in
the entire political and
economic systems.
Individually and alone, each
person is in a social gloom
and thrown into
helplessness in the
whirlpool of a powerful
system though the human
race as a whole seems to be
in control collectively. This
produced a social pathology
which science and
technology cannot provide
the answer. To deal with
such general gloom which is

By Fabian Lyngdoh

experienced individually,
mysticism in the guise of
psychological and spiritual
healthcare systems revived
and entered into the global
markets and  become
superfluous antidote to an
exaggerated scientific and
rational structuring of the
human minds and spirits.
These days, anyone who can
claim to be a yoga guru or
god-man to offer instant
peace and solace to the
starving spirits can make
multi-million dollar business
anywhere in the world with
little tangible capital
investment, provided that
he/she is  courageous
enough to claim that he/she
holds the key to solve this
social pathology.

Whether such systems
really work or not is not our
intention to discuss here. It
has been said that today
politics and business go
together. But a new trend
also emerged where business
and religion go together. But
business in the real sense
demands hard work, diligent
and fair dealings. So it is not
business that go together
with politics and religion, but
it must be theft, robbery and
fraud that are legalised in
political and religious
activities.

The modern period was
also accompanied by the rise
of humanism as a system of
views which extolled man,
stressed his essential worth
and dignity, and with deep
faith in his tremendous
creative potential, proclaimed
freedom and inalienable
rights of the individual.
Humanism sought the
glorification of the human
and the natural as opposed
to the spiritual and divine,
and advocates man’s right to
pleasure and satisfaction of
earthly desires and
requirements and urges him
to seek joy on this earth
rather than in an afterlife.
Indeed,this era seems to
promise prosperity and
glamorous  success to
everyone. This has induced
unlimited aspirations in the
minds of the youth, which
when thwarted by stark
reality sometimes proved
catastrophic. If everyone
shall be a master with
numerous  slaves and
servants, then who shall be
slaves and servants? It is an
irony of truth, and a gross
blasphemy for anyone to say
that the merciful God had
blessed  him/her  with
numerous  slaves  and
servants. But that is the
paradox of the modern world.
No wonder that suicide rate
is on the rise even in the
remote villages!

Modern information
technology through the
agency of the social media is
supposed to create an inter-
cultural global society based
on general understanding
and tolerance. But since a

common scientific
language has not evolved,
each person understands
the elements of global
communication in the
context of his/her own
cultural upbringing that on
the contrary, a general
culture of  egoism,
hypersensitivity and
intolerance seems to have
emerged. Selfie facilities
have built up an egoistic
and selfish mentality.Since
fabulous self-worth,
fashioned by virtual
reality has given people
with fragile hearts that are
easily offended, the world
could be shaken to the
roots not by God or by the
demons, but by a silly post
in the social media. We
have indeed become so
hypersensitive, emotional
and mentally shakened
that not only would the
youth commit suicide by
stinging criticism, insults
and ridicules, but a third
world war might also be
triggered by the
provoking tweets of the
leaders of some nuclear
armed nations even
though there is no serious
international reason at all.

The Khasi society in
the past had the means to
deal with individuals’
dignity problem which
plagues the modern world
today. In the Ri Bhoi
region of the Khasi Hills,
children were purposely
given derogatory names
based on physiological
defects, such as u/ka dkoh
(the lame), thlah (blind),
kyllut (deaf), thlun (dumb),
khuruh (ricket) etc. They
were also given names
based on character
defects, such as u dih

(drunkard), u/ka salia
(lethargic), u  sarei
(clownish), u zlah

(deceitful), u lubuit
(naked), u dakaid (wicked),
etc., to train them to bear
with the insults and to
thicken their skins with
immunity to live a normal
life in the face of insults
and ridicules. Insults and
ridicules are already
contained in a person’s
name, then what else can
the society insult his/her
spirit by further ridicules?
There are many persons
still living perfectly normal
lives today in the Ri Bhoi
region with such
derogatory names, when
the enlightened persons
of the modern world
would, by casual
derogatory remarks be
hastened to suicide.

So, I would advise
any young man or woman
who reads this article to
accept that the world is
never perfect, and no one
is  perfectly normal.
Society is not heaven but
is basically, a chaos
operating in order, and
maintaining itself on the

force of cumulative
individual interests.
Human society cannot
solely rely on democratic
freedom which only
imposes the responsibility
upon others to allow a
person to be free, not to
restrict one’s thoughts
and actions in exercise of
his/her democratic rights
and to protect him/her

from any form of
discrimination,
oppression and
aggression. However,

such a freedom would not
suffice to transform a
person into a free and
rational being. It is
enlightened freedom that
would empower a person
to attain rational maturity
and self-realisation. No
authority on earth can
guarantee a  person
freedom from insults and
ridicules, and much less,
from his/her own fear,
shyness, feeling of
inferiority and self-
condemnation. Freedom
from criticism, insults and
ridicules does not imply
their absence, but it
essentially means the
ability to cope with them,
the ability to be immune
to such human frailties
and to transcend above
them all. Freedom of the
individual in the age of
reason does not mean
freedom from the
condemnation of others
but it is freedom from self-
condemnation. A perfectly
rational man is free from
self-condemnation
whatever the world may
pass judgment on him.
This generation craves
too much attention; and if
attention is lacking,
people become desperate
and may resort to
questionable behaviour
for attention or may even
resort to suicide. You have
to find peace and refuge
firmly in yourself so that
you need not seek
attention unnecessarily.
Insult and ridicule carry no
poison in themselves until
you allow your own mind
and heart to brew the
poison into
embarrassment,  fear,
inferiority feeling, self-
condemnation, and in
extreme cases, into
suicide. All feelings of
inferiority, shyness,
embarrassment, anxiety
and fear have no external
existence other than in
your own mind and heart
and brewed by your own
self. So discard them all
and don’t ever condemn
yourself; you have the full
right to live and exist, and
to exist honourably, as
anyone else. Even if the
whole  world  were
engulfed in flame, you
should consider yourself
one among the few who
would escape from
destruction and emerge
out of the ashes to
continue the human race.

TO THE EDITOR

Water woes in
Kench’s Trace

Editor,

Through your esteemed
paper, I wish to draw the
attention of the authorities
to the acute and chronic
water shortage faced by the
residents of Oxford Hill,
Kench’s Trace. For nearly
three months our water
supply has steadily
dwindled to the point that
now there are days we don’t
get any water at all. We have
run from pillar to post in our
efforts to find out the reason
for the disappearance of our
water but to no avail. We are
at a loss as to what to do
about our acute water
shortage since the PHE
seems to think that this is
only a very recent and
temporary phenomenon.
However, we the residents
know that our water troubles
started nearly three months
ago and the irony is this year
is one of the wettest years
we’ve had in a long time so
this time the standard
excuse of ‘the streams and

springs are all dry’ cannot be
applied. No one knows
where our water supply has
gone. It seems to have
disappeared into thin air.
And the PHE too, sad to say,
is not in the least bothered
to find out the reason for this
problem and to help us.

We cannot live without a
regular and adequate supply
of water anymore and we
demand that the PHE look
into our water woes and take
up this matter seriously and
immediately.

Yours etc,
Amanda Khyriem,
Viaemail

Driving rules
should be
enforced

Editor,

Through this letter I
request the concerned
authorities to make laws
against using mobile phones
while driving, to prohibit
smoking inside cars if there
are children inside and
basically all those unwanted

activities pertaining to road
ethics. Some of the above
mentioned trespasses are so
common in Tura and I'm
assuming even in other
parts of the State. As a
student who travels in auto-
rickshaws, what worries me
is when a driver picks up his
phone to answer while
driving. This is literally
taking a passengers life for
granted. Hope this reaches
the concerned authorities.’
Yours etc.,

Chanangbil Marak,
Viaemail

Save the
innocence of
children

Editor,

This refers to your
editorial “How safe are our
students” (ST- Sept 12,
2017). The Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences Act of 2012 has
guidelines to deal with each
case. But a lot of cases are
settled quietly and that is
extremely dangerous.

Children either don’t report
the cases, or the cases are
hushed up even if they do
report them. The police
should not be the only
agency that deals with
children who have been
abused. There should be a
team of specialised child
psychiatrists and other child
care professionals who can
ensure continued support to
the child. When a case of
child abuse is reported,
hardly any support is offered
to the child and the family to
get their lives back on track.
When children take the
extremely difficult step of
reporting abuse we need to
ensure they are properly
supported and get the help
they need when they are
brave enough to give
evidence in court. The
urgent need of the hour is
enactment of laws providing
for stringent punishment for
the perpetrators of crime
against children, and their
implementation. Don’t we
think all of us should break
our silence to save the
innocence of children?
Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit

Ahmedabad- 15

Can we see
change in
2018?

Editor,

As a concerned citizen
I would like to ask one
simple question to all the
sixty MLAs what have
they done for nearly five
years since they were
elected. The true test of a
good Government is
whether or not it is able to
solve the major problems
and issues that are
blocking the progress of
the State. The reason our
state is facing a lot of
hurdles is because of the
lack of policies, regulations
and laws which are
supposed to be legislated
by our elected
representatives.

If our elected
representatives in both
the State Assembly and
the District Ccouncil are
not capable of making
laws which would protect

the interest of the people
and their customary
practices and uplift the
economy then the
mandate bestowed on
them by the people would
be meaningless and they
would be the laughing
stock. So I request all
residents of Meghalaya to
choose people who are not
only good in giving out
schemes and claim to be
good leaders but rather
choose those people who
would bring a change in
the system. The reason I
write this letter is because
I  have seen and
experienced myself the
plight and predicament of
the people of our State.
The poor and middleclass
hardworking Khasi men
and women of my locality
of Nongstoifi are eager for
a better, speedier and
transparent system and a
better economic standard
with a much wider and

more  inclusive  job
opportunities.

Yours etc.,

Jerry R. Marweiii

Pyndengrei,

Nongstoifi

Myanmar Communal Strife

What

could

India do?

By Prof DK Giri

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Myanmar
following a successful
BRICS summit was not free
from criticism. Why did he
not raise the issue of
Rohingya Muslims who are
subjected to appealing
repression, rape and murder
by the Army and Buddhist
mob? A human tragedy of
such magnitude could not
possibly  escape  the
attention of the ever-alert
Modi. It was, indeed a
studied, silence owing to
the geopolitics in the region.
The argument being that
maintaining a balance
between democratic ideals,
humanitarian issues and
critical security interests has
been a hard task for India
vis-a-vis Myanmar.

Then, Modi’s visit begs
the second criticism that he
could have raised it with the
de-facto head of Myanmar,
noble laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi. Why didn’t he
make her speak on
Rohingyas? The entire
world was amazed and
worried by Suu Kyi’s silence
on the pogrom in the State
of Rakhine, inhabited by

majority of Rohingya
Muslims.

However, both the
concerns have been

addressed by Modi and Suu
Kyi as both of them spoke
up. The problem needs to be
handled carefully, as the
situation is complex. Aung
San Suu Kyi said that
protecting everyone, even
those not citizens, in
Myanmar is the
government’ s
responsibility. Obviously,
she was mainly referring to
Rohingyas who are
stateless without their
citizenship entitlements;
and others living in the
country as diplomats,
businessman and like.

But, do Modi’s and Suu
Kyi’s utterances help
resolve the crisis? Are they
not mere rhetoric as
hundreds and thousands of
Rohingyas flee the country
to escape rape, murder and
mayhem? By the latest
estimate, about 300,000
Rohingyas have fled to
Bangladesh in  most
punishing and inhuman
conditions, and are literally
starving of food, clothes and
shelter. Some have left for
Malaysia, Thailand and
other neighbouring States.
Over 400 Rohingyas have
died in fighting the army, and
attackers from Buddhist
community. Their villages
and houses have been
torched and razed to the
ground.

Although there have
been sporadic violence in
Rakhine, the latest reached
the nadir of ethnic rivalry.
The violence began on 25
August when the Rohingya
insurgents led by Aarakan
Rohingya Salvation Army
(ARSA) attacked police
posts and an army base
killing 12 security personnel.
This spurred an unusual
military counter offensive of
rape and murder. There has
been a mass exodus of
Rohingyas.

Observers said the
genocide that was
perpetrated is a “text book
example of ethnic
cleansing.” Some compared
it to ‘Srebrenica’, the ethnic
cleansing in Bosnia when
8000 Muslims were killed by
Slobodan Milosevic.
Myanmar calls it ‘clearance
operation’ of Muslim
terrorists. The insurgent
group called a ceasefire last
Sunday. But, the
government has rebuffed it,
saying they would not
negotiate with the terrorists.

The conflict is rooted in
the origin of Rohingyas. One
account traces their origin to
Arab Traders centuries ago
whose descendants decided
to stay back. Another
profiling of Rohingyas
suggests that they are
Bangladeshi immigrants,
who should go back at some
point. The problem was
deepened by persisting
poverty and manipulation

over decades by the army.
They have no citizenship,
which made things worse for
them.

What could New Delhi
do to repair Rakhine and
restore peace, normalcy so
that Rohingyas return home
and are resettled? India is in
a difficult diplomatic
situation. The Prime
Minister made his first visit
to Myanmar capital,
Naypyidaw “in order to
cement ties,” and
coincidentally, Rakhine was
burning at that time.
Obviously, India is playing
a catch-up game with China
on Myanmar. Modi’s visit
was also a part of his ‘act
east’ policy, like the famous
‘ostpolitik’  (look east)
politics of Willy Brandt of
Germany. Will he succeed
like Brandt had done?

India shares 1600 km
border with Myanmar. New
Delhi seeks to prevent
Naypyidaw from slipping
into China’s sphere of
influence. It depends on
Myanmar military for
presenting North-Eastern
militants from  using
Myanmar as a safe haven.
India will like to help
Myanmar’s  successful
transit to a stable democracy
after 50 years of military rule
from 1962 to 2011 but is wary
of ethnic Burmese
sensitivity to any external
pressure.

Against this backdrop,
New Delhi has to raise it
with Myanmar government
and rally behind
Rohingyas. Instead, it has
asked for the expulsion of
40,000-odd  Rohingyas
residing illegally in the
country. The matter is in the
court. Worse, it has chosen
to remain silent to UN
Refugee Commissioner Zeid
Ra'ad Al Hussein’s censure
of India’s decision to expel
Rohingyas. New Delhi
maintains that, since India
is not a signatory to the
Refugee Convention, it is
not bound by international
law. Be that as it may, it has
persuaded Myanmar
government to run a large-
scale aid programme in
Rakhine province.

During his visit, Modi
chose to push for big
infrastructure projects. By
building roads, ports and
other transport links
relations would improve
between the two countries
and security interest be
secure. In this connection,
the Kaladan transport
project delayed since 2013
for ‘this and that’ could be
fast revived. It is among the

“crucial pieces of
infrastructure” and is
strategic in furthering

relations between the two.
Modi also suggested
trilateral highway projects
connecting India’s North-
East with Myanmar and
Thailand.

Back to Rohingyas,
Modi said, “India and
Myanmar shared “similar
security interests”, which
included the extremist
violence in Rakhine. This is

being interpreted as a
support to Myanmar
government vis-a-vis

Rohingyas. It may be some
respite to Myanmar from
international condemnation
in the form of a Security
Council censure looming
large. Some commentators
have started suggesting
that Modi and Suu Kyi had
an ‘alignment of word
views’, State sovereignty
and security over individual
human rights etc.

This is ominous. Suu Kyi
was the Poster-lady for
human rights, democracy
and non-violence for
activists around the world.
But in power, she seems to
have become pragmatic over
principles. Some would say
she has to be ruthless in a
ruthless environment. There
is a demand for her noble
peace prize to be withdrawn.
Modi represents a
majoritarian ~ Hindutva
politics. ---INFA

(The author is Professor,
International Politics, JMI)
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“Tears shed for another person are not &

sign of weakness. They are a sign of a
pure heart.”

--- José N. Harris
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BJP and freedom of speech
THE IT cell chief of the BJP, Amit Malviya said th
Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not ignore any(
or block anyone on social media because he is fi
committed to freedom of speech. It concerns
murder of Gauri Lankesh. But this week the BJP
slapped a legal notice on the historian, Ramacha
Guha for his views on the murder of Gauri Lanke
The BJP should be aware that it is watched clo
worldwide for its views on curbs on individu
freedom. The current controversy over Gu
diminishes the ruling government's stature. The ch
made by the BJP is without merit and cannot s

SHILLONG, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

in court. Guha drew attention to the climate of hatg

and suspicion which, according to him, the rul
government has fostered. Thousands of peopl
said, share his concern. He however did not ¢
any hints about the suspected role of the RSS
the BJP in the killing of Gauri Lankesh. In fact,
emphasised that some freelancers who were
concerned about the limits of their freedom
expression exposed critics of the ruling governn
to the charge of being anti-national.

Those who drafted the legal notice were awal
the loopholes init. They had complained merely al
the hurt sentiments of thousands of members g
RSS and the BJP. The matter could drag on in (
for a number of years and finally the result could
negative. But the allegation of silencing and was
the time of a writer cannot be denied. It will hav
depressing effect on all votaries of freedom of spe
The ruling party cannot anyway gain from the lg
proceedings.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 1, 1989

Not a convincing reply

The weakest part of theattitude of the Stat
Union Minister of State'sgovernment, the Centre
reply to the two-dayinsisting in the presen
discussion in the Lok Sabhdanstance on the Stat
on the Bodo movement isgovernment inviting it to da
where he introduced theso which Mr Dev of all
analogy of the GNLF people knows Dispur is to
movement in Darjeeling tounwilling to do. In the othe
equate his Ministry's standcase the State governme
in the two apparentlywas virtually wholly
identical cases. The fact i®clipsed to see the Centre
that New Delhi was muchwrit run without any let or
more responsive to Mrhindrance for the sake @
Subhas Ghising's appealpeace and progress in tf
and efforts to get the formerState and the region as
involved in a settlement ofwhole. The danger now is th
the Gorkha demands. Misame as it was then if ng
Dev, on the other hand, say§wch more in the context ¢
in his reply in question thata multiplicity of divisive
the Centre would participateforces now at work all ove
in discussions for solvingthe north-eastern regio
the Bodo problem only if it The Union Home Ministry,
was invited bythe Assam therefore, should not fee

government which the lattershy of taking the initiative p
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The embarrassing
icture of Meghalaya’s
education

By Aristotle Lyngdoh

Steps t

Most countries, including
India, have announced
various measures to reduce

greenhouse gas emissionghe most as these would no

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

Despite immense supportrespect they are expected to

lanning to scale u ;
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the prediction gfat all encouraging. ThescpCR has been tagged
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of may also be made of |@fficials right from the protection of children from
of the Asian Principal Secretary down toyarious types of abuses by
Bank the District administrators ensuring safe learning
@re expressing their on theanyironment for children,
pmatter. Butblaming poverty scpcR has a major role to
tas the sole reason for thiyay in curbing child labour
sfiasco is insufficient within their own family and
pbecause this is not aggciety because of which
ihomogenous situation ing|der siblings of the family
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“ Everything that's created comes out of
silence. Your thoughts emerge from the
nothingness of silence. Your words come
out of this void. Your very essence emerged
from emptiness. All creativity requires
some stillness.”

--- Wayne Dyer
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Shinzo Abe’s India visit
IT is unfortunate that the visit of Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to India for the 12th Indo-Japan
Summit has been woven around the issue of the
Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train. This multi-billion

dollar super fast train project funded by soft loan

from Japan has pushed aside other more important

issues that the two countries will be discussing. Abe's

visit to India is important for several reasons. Both

nations are trying to cope with China's posturing in
Asia. Both nations stand to benefit from bilateral ties

and a better appreciation of each other's strengths.
In 2015 Abe had termed Japan and India as natural

partners. Since Modi's first visit to Japan after he

came to power in May 2014, the ties between the

two countries has further strengthened. To attribute

the closeness between Japan and India only for

countering Chinese attempts at gaining Asian

superpower status is a misnomer.

The world is passing through a churning of sorts

with North Korea testing its hydrogen bomb to

demonstrate to America that it would not cow down

before that superpower. For a long time the world

looked up to America as the avant-garde of global

security. But now there is uncertainty all around and

countries are trying to find alliance partners with similar

concerns.

Prime Minister Modi and Abe share some

similarities in the problems they encounter within their

respective countries. Most often what drive the

foreign policy of any country are its domestic

challenges. Both Japan and India have not developed

their maritime strengths despite having huge

coastlines. China's 'string of pearls' policy and its push

to become the game changer along the Indian Ocean

has now compelled both Japan and India to redesign

their maritime objectives. Although China has beaten

India to the game, the latter is now trying to counter

China by aligning with other Asian countries that are

threatened by China's overreach. Japan and India

are working on greater military cooperation and
infrastructural development. Itis only natural for China

to lose sleep over Abe's visit.

Debate necessary for a
vibrant democracy

One has written reams of
articles on issues that are
supposedly of  public
interest. Often writers tend
to have delusions of
grandeur that they can
change the world, impress
governments or influence
public opinion. After nearly
a quarter century of
churning out articles of all
kinds, one realizes that one
has not written too many
articles to build young
minds and toss around
ideas that could be of some
import in their quest for life
skills. Over many years of
being a teacher one also
realizes the power of
articulation in trying to
convince people to buy into
your ideas. Communication
skills are unfortunately a
much neglected part of our
education system. And yet

communication skills
coupled with logical
arguments are what

empower people not just to
win a business deal by
convincing their clients
about a product they are
selling but also to sell ideas
and influence minds.
Marketing skills primarily
rest on good communication
skills. This is an art that
young management
graduates are taught. But
communication skills need
to be taught early in life.
They can then be honed in
colleges and universities.
This is where debating as an
activity is so important. I am
writing on the importance of
debate after  having
attended two  debate
competitions as judge on a
single day and my mind is
still riddled with what
constitutes a good debate.

It was Robert Sharpe who
said "The skills a person
learns  through  good
debates is crucial for modern
life." With social media,
debates are reduced to
cagey positioning and
irritable repudiation that
leave a bitter taste in the
mouth. But public debates
are important in the
construction of logical
arguments and rebuttals
based on facts, figures and
reason. Debates also
necessarily imply that we
listen attentively to what the
other side has to say if we
are to refute the points put
forth by our opponents.
Debating is about
persuasive arguments, good
oratorical skills and body
language. A debate need
not be dry and humourless.
Good debaters find humour
in the most boring of topics
and connect with their
audience and the jury not
just through the route of
reason but also through
emotions.

By Patricia Mukhim

Having participated in
countless debates sometimes
as judge and at other times
as moderator one has learnt
what to expect and what
debates should not be about.
In a debate you don't come
with a prepared text and read
out from it. You are not
delivering a speech but
arguing on an issue that you
have educated yourself at
length on and collected all
relevant facts about. Hence
a debater can write down
points so that she/he does
not slip up and go blank on
account of stage fright. I have
seen many debaters clamping
up completely after the first
two sentences and unable to
get their wits together, until
they have to be told to
resume their seats. When this
happens it's a lost
opportunity for the debater
and it can sometimes scar the
person for life because it is
like an admission that the
person developed cold feet.
To such debaters I must say,
"Never give up and never say
die." Not everyone is an
accomplished public speaker
but we can all learn the art of
public speaking.

Debate is about
communication. 'What' a
person says is as important
as 'how' she says. This is why
I feel that a debating forum
should always ensure that
the microphone is good and
that prospective debaters are
taught to use the microphone
effectively. This too is an art.
The best of speeches can go
flat if the audience has to
strain their ears to get what a
person is saying. And this
has happened once too
often. Some people speak too
close to the microphone and
their words jar. There is
cacophony instead. Others
even while holding the
microphone speak away from
it and are not audible.

On Thursday, September
14, two debates were
organised at two different
institutions. The first debate
was at NEIGRIHMs on the
topic, "Public-private
partnership in health care is
a boon for a developing
country like India." Normally
moderators/speakers for a
debate are carefully chosen

on the basis of their
experience and stature. A
Speaker moderates the

debate and lays out the rules
of the game at the very
outset. After that the Speaker
only calls out the debaters
one by one. The Speaker
does not comment in the
middle of a debate or try to
correct the debaters or to tell
them what is right or wrong.
There are judges to do that.

At the NEIGRIHMS
debate the audience was
never asked to vote for or
against the motion. It was
tailored to be like a mock
parliament where the
participants questioned
each other after the formal

debating was  over.
Therefore it should have
been called a mock

parliament instead of a
debate since each has its
own format. Besides, the

topic itself is very
technical and those not
from the medical

profession would have
found it hard to argue why
health care should be
solely in the public sector
or why public-private
partnership in the health
sector is desirable. In fact
the first speaker from the
treasury bench began by
stating upfront that he has
no experience of a private-
partnership in the health
sector.

At St Anthony's
College, the theme of the
debate was on a very
current topic; hence the
debate was fiery and much
more participative. This
could be gauged by the
spirited response from the
audience. The theme was,
"Right to Freedom is
Under Threat in India."
This is a difficult topic to
argue against considering
the current climate of
intolerance we are living
in, but, those who
opposed the motion did a
commendable job. Of
course there was repeated
mention of Kanhaiya
Kumar of JNU fame and his
clamour for "Azaadi" and
the shouts within India's
leading university of,
"India ko tukre tukre
karenge," etc., being
examples of how the line
between freedom of
speech and expression and
the call to sedition needs
to be drawn. The question
is who draws these
defining lines between
freedom and license
because there are clear
distinctions between the
two.

In a debate chosen for
a topic every word needs
to be expounded and
played upon to get the
best out of the topic. Not
much is done on this
important aspect of
debating. Debaters need
to internalize the topic so
that they appear confident
when they speak before an
audience, no matter how
daunting the audience or
jury is. Body language

actually fetches a lot more
marks than debaters know.
You can easily make out
someone who is tentative
and lacks confidence.
That sort of debater has
already lost the first
round. Initially every
person will be diffident
about public speaking but
practice makes perfect.
This is one reason why
schools and colleges
should provide space for
their students to articulate
their points of view. It is
unfortunate that most
students pass out of
colleges and universities
without having acquired
the skills of articulation
which serves them in good
stead in the long run. It is
a life skill since clear,
concise and precise
communication of an idea
is what most employers
look for in their employees.
Few employers have
patience for a person who
bumbles and is unable to
communicate what she/he
wishes to say. Usually this
is because the person
lacks clarity of thought
and was never taught how
to communicate
effectively right from her/
his early childhood days.

In a debate we have
often watched with dismay
how debaters with the
most stunning content lost
the game because their
delivery  was  poor.
However, delivery alone
does not help. A lot of
research must go into a
topic. A  passionate
argument based on strong
factual content and a
positive body language is
what wins a debate. In fact,
some amount of drama is
welcome. Some incisive
questions at opponents
and intelligent rebuttals to
their claims makes a debate
interesting. It shows that
the debaters are able to
think on their feet! And
that is what a debate is all
about! It's about being
quick-witted and well
prepared after soaking
oneself in the topic for
several days.

You can make out a
debater who is well
prepared and one who
comes into the debating
arena trying to filibuster
around with rhetoric and
hoping to impress the
judges with their flair for
language. Judges are not
easily impressed. Let's
hope more debating
societies come up in
schools, colleges and
universities for then we
will have an informed
citizenry.

Schools and
Education

By Ananya § Guha

The death of a seven
year old boy in a school at
Gurgaon highlights how
schools have become
unsafe for children. Even
now, the cause of the death
is unclear, although initially
the media, as it is usually
wont to do, pronounced it
on the school bus driver,
much in the way they did for
the Aarushi case.

Schools have become
unsafe, so what about
education? If we are
apprehensive about
sending our wards to
school, then what purpose
will an educational
Institution serve? Parents
spend fulsome amounts on
educating their children,
hoping that this is the best
they can give. Then they
invest in private coaching
and tutorial classes. But
even safety isn't ensured.
The school authorities and
the police are now clueless
as to what was the cause of
the murder. Nothing is more
pitiable than this. A seven
year old, a child who should
be comforted and cared for
is brutally murdered. What
are our intellectuals and
educators doing? Can't they
go out to the streets and
protest? Are political issues,
the only matter, which they
voice issues about? The
death of children in Uttar
Pradesh and now the
brutalization of society, has
assailed our human rights as
never before. Education,
especially for school
children must be accorded
greatest priority. It is not
only the classroom
situation, but perspectives
must be wholesome. What
happens outside the
classroom and the safety of
children are equally
important.

The privatization of
education has made it
increasingly commercial.
This commercialization, has

brought in its wake
disturbing  factors  of
education as business.

Once there is interplay of
business with education,
many of its finer points are
neglected. What was the
Principal of the school
doing in Mumbai? A
Principal must be vigilant at
every point about the
school, as there are children
and young adults there; the
latter susceptible to external
influences. Quality is
measurable in terms of the
extra academic, and most of
all safety of students. If
children are not safe in the
precincts of a second home,
then, to hell with education,
and all the glorification it
stands for.

In a recent discussion in
the media, many venerable

discussants pointed out
about this safety. One
argued vehemently for
electronic intervention Can
machines replace tender
care and comfort? We are so
enmeshed in certain comfort
zones that the idea of the
human touch becomes a
sacrilege. Everything is seen
in terms of technology. If
technology can solve all
problems, then why is this
crime, becoming almost
insoluble? In the school
where I studied in Shillong,
in the sixties and seventies,
there were ayahs to look
after five or six year old
children, and they were like
mothers to them. Harping on
technology is deviating
from the point. Children
must get human protection,
and the protection of
teachers and  elders.
Schools can easily spend
more money on this aspect.
Classroom education. must
be or can be, technology
driven, but not safety. At
best electronic devices can
be a means to an end.

It is high time the
government frames
universal rules, for the
safety of children and
students in schools. It is
high time a system of
common and commonality
schools emerge across the
length and breadth of the
country, so that private
schools cannot administer
systems, in the way they
want.

Children committing
suicides is, in a way the
responsibility of schools.
Children are now caught in
two worlds: the impersonal
world of technology and a
very personal world of
classroom friendship,
intimacy and friendliness
with teachers. Schools
ought to be sensitive to this,
and tailor all educational
needs to an overall
sensitiveness between
teacher, taught and
students. A child's
problems could be many:
from slow learning to a
perceived hostile
environment. The
objectives of education, is
to go beyond immediate
classroom dynamics to a
world of friendship,
creativity and fun learning.
Here, technology can be an
added component,
intelligently and creatively
used, but it can never be an
end in itself. What the
environment has impressed
upon children is that it is an
end, and that is spelling
disaster, especially in the
shape of ' games ' such as
the Blue Whale Challenge.
We are living in the world
of technology, but also on
its edge, nervously.

TO THE EDITOR

Democracy is
larger than
elections

Editor,

Apropos the letter by
Michael N. Syiem, no doubt
the electoral system in India
is very complex in nature
and it's not free from
drawbacks. The first past the
post system (FPTP) is one
of them. It allows a person
to be declared elected even
with a small pie in the total
vote share by virtue of being
the front runner among all
competing candidates in
terms of votes garnered.
This system has been
practiced since the birth of
our Constitution and
continues till date. In the
early days it might be
justified somehow,
considering the limited
number of political parties
competing, resulting in
minor division of votes, but
with the passage of time and
with the entry of large
number of political parties at
the national, state and
regional level as well as
independent candidates,
fragmentation of votes has
become a new reality and the
winning candidates might
garner less than a quarter of
the votes polled. When we
examine this fact we might

realize that democracy has
taken a back seat and the
election has taken the front
seat, since winning election
has become the sole target
overriding the moral hazards
of not representing the
popular opinion of the
masses. In fact the right path
should be vice versa.
Democratic principles
should precede electoral
principles, since fair and free
election was designed to
realize democratic values.
Free and fair election is
the backbone of any
democratic  system. It
strengthens democracy by
giving enough scope and
opportunity to assimilate
both minority and majority's
will to represent themselves.
But it is also the least
reformed system post-
independence. Although the
Election Commission has
tried its best to bring certain
positives changes, like the
moral code of conduct
(MCC), electoral funding
regulations, preventing
criminalization of politics
etc., which signify it noble
intention but the reality is
something else. Today,
money power rules the roast
and criminals enjoy political
power. Ironically any new
changes in the electoral
system requires the
consolidated will of the
political class itself!

The FPTP has become a
dampening factor in the
current system, where a
minority stands to rule the
majority's will. No doubt in
India, where heterogeneity
is the prime character,
minorities will also need to
be adequately represented
and constitutionally several
safeguards  has  been
designed and guaranteed
by reserving seats for such
class. But is impossible to
reserve seats for every sect
and clan due to the diverse
nature of our society. A
middle path might be taken
by making it mandatory to
secure at least 50% vote
share to claim victory as a
symbolic representation of
the popular will.

Electoral reforms are a
highly contentious issue
and as mentioned earlier
any change requires the
consensus of the political
class itself in the parliament,
thereby making it difficult.
Some changes which have
come by are via the
convention route and not by
law itself. Any scope for
electoral reforms is futile
since political power is what
every candidate clings to at
any cost. Their sacrificing
the shortcut opportunity by
modifying FPTP is highly
improbable.

Electoral reforms are
therefore a one-sided affair

with the elected and the
electorate at two ends of the
pole. In a representative form
of democracy the electorate
possess the ultimate power,
thus electorate reforms also
has its importance. An
informed and enlightened
electorate nourished with
adequate information will
serve better in establishing a
clean politics. We need
qualitative and quantitative
electoral enrolment. Merely
increasing numbers of fresh
voters won't be sufficient if
we are deficient in our
political attitude, narrowed
down by nepotism and
political chauvinism and
more importantly the one
driven by extreme form of sub
nationalism, resulting only in
further dividing Indian
society. Democratic values
(e.g., secularism, tolerance,
brotherhood etc.) is our
guiding star for shaping our
political views and judgment.
Whether the elected class are
ready to reform themselves
or live with existing electoral
system would become less
futile if and only if the
electorate are ready to reform
themselves and transform our

society into a mature
democracy. The saying,"
Democracy is the

government of the people, by
the people, for the people”
means that people are the
foundation of democracy

itself. This is further
complemented by Nelson
Mandela who said, "An
educated, enlightened and
informed population is one
of the surest ways of
promoting the health of a
democracy."
Yours etc.,
Sonie Kharduit
Viaemail

Congress's
arbitrary
actions

Editor,

The Congress came to
the Khasi-Jaintia Hills and
Garo Hills much before
Meghalaya attained
statehood, yet till date and
after 45 years of statehood,
the Party still cannot get a
majority on its own during
the last elections. It
needed the coalition of
independents and other
smaller partners to form
the governments in the
state. This reflects poorly
on the performance of this
Party and its past and
present leadership. Of
course, we cannot deny
that this party, because of
its antecedents has been
able to enlist members in
all villages, formed units in
all polling booths and has
its Blocks Committees in all

60 constituencies, District
Committees in all 11
Districts and is controlled
by the State Committee,
namely the MPCC. But, in
the final analysis, the real
people who run the show
in the Party are those who
held the post of Chief
Minister and the
President of the State
Committee. However, to be
more precise, the state
Congress here in
Meghalaya in the past 45
years used to be
controlled by whoever
occupies the office of the
Chief Minister. Today, this
is even more pronounced.
During the last ten years
or so the government of
Meghalaya was run by
one man. There was no
dissenting voices; at least
those voices are not heard
in the corridors of power
or by the public at large,
except by one miniscule
leader. You may disagree
with me, but the Chief
Minister today, is not only
controlling the affairs of
the Government of the
state but also that of the
Party. The state PCC
Chief, who last year nearly
managed to unseat the
present Chief Minister, is
today under the control of
the Chief Minister. This
will not be healthy for the
present and future of the

Party. It was often claimed
that this party is democratic.
That is a misnomer. In
practice it is not. The very
fact that all the affairs of the
party and  of  the
government, if it is a
Congress government, is
left to be decided by the
High Command proves that
it is not democratic, The
hard fact is that it is the
people of Meghalaya who
elect the Party and the
Government; not the AICC
or 10 Janpath.

The dissolution of a
number of Congress Block
Committees recently by the
MPCC Chief is a clear proof
of what I have stated above.
You cannot dispense with
people at your whims and
fancies. Yet in the media the

PCC has wunashamedly
stated, "No one in the party
is indispensable".

Remember that you dealing
with people and people
make up the party.
Remember that in the BCCs
there are MLAs, many
important office bearers and
party workers who are
strong pillars of the party,
and the MPCC Chief
nullified all that with a
stroke of his pen without
following the laid down
rules in the party's
constitution ! If this is not
arbitrary, undemocratic and
dictatorship like then what

is ? Does the MPCC
President think he is doing
this because he has no more
stakes in this election or in
2023? Does he think this will
build up the party or weaken
it? And does he still think
that this will help the party
to win handsomely in the
2018 elections? The MPCC
President may be jealous,
suspicious and may dislike
some people within the
party whom he considers as
rivals or smart guys who
can take him on and unseat
him one day, but he cannot
dispense with them at his
whims and fancies!. There
are rules and regulations in
the constitution of the
party which ought to be
followed not only in letter
but also in spirit. If not
followed then it is nothing
short of cut throat politics
or just following somebody
else's diktat? Too much of
everything will surely bring
downfall.

The Congress has lost
power in Delhi and
elsewhere because of such
high-handedness and
dictation from 10 Janpath
and more importantly
because of its owacts of
omission and commissions,

particularly rampant
corruption.

Yours etc.,

Philip Marwein,

Viaemail
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“Maybe everyone can live beyond what
they're capable of.”
--- Markus Zusak

The Shillong Times

Rise In oll prices hits
economy hard

Oil Hit
. . , . Critical to any business
THE Finance ministry's current €conomic SUry&ysiability especially in

By K R Sudhaman
reveals that oil prices are falling. International crueléces to enable easy ) :
P g planning and execution.Mman. spreading them in small

oil prices may have halved since the Modj Pradhan maintained thatdoses. "The governmen

D@hen there is volatility in th itici f the h busi
. riticism
Government assumed office. But the consumers|Haeee exchange rate;N€ CrUCS > Tinterfere in day.-to-day

: . i exporters or importers dovernment for the spike isinterfere in day-to-day
not gained. This is due to a wrong taxation pol

IG¥ually demand stability in Unfair and also the presenbperations ~ of ol
. . . urt is a temporar ies. |If [l
The price of petrol and diesel aIway&mpactther\ft?)ﬁha”ge rate rather tharPb B companies al @

latile rates even if therePh€nomenon. In fact afterefficiency is the only are:
Budget. The centre and state governments have Besiarp depreciation. It is'rl‘n”OdUCt,'On t C;f ddg_"y ﬁovﬂgn:ﬁmy\,’w"émerfferte’t
. . . . ifferent when it came tochanges in petrol and diesehe told the heads of state
raising revenue in an extraordinary manner in the [}ﬁsgrices in the country asPrices, there was a periodrun oil firms ruling out a many  economists  t
three years. Centre revenue from petrol and djeseitile prices hurt not only Wh?,n th? fP”C?St ,feh': Ch_ange;'n dfll"y TEV!S'tOD Ogrs)uggest bringing
: : ingystry but also agriculture cONtNUOUSIy for a fortnight prices. He also maintainethetroleum products unde
has doubled. The oil sector Iastyearyl.el.ded Rs. Eg”gﬂ every  activity is O SO and nobody at thatthere was some spurt inpe i e Jame
lakh crore or 3.5% of GDP. Of course, it is necesséeyendent on oil. time complained. The daily global oil prices recently changing GST which wa

. . The daily revision of increase might have_beerdue_ to factors like rolled outin July. This will
for the Government to tax the oil sector. But link M3trol and diesel prices,incremental, cumulatively hurricane in the US andnot only bring abou

domestic retail price to international crude pricgigoduced in the country isthere has been Rs 5 per lir@oftening in the ratesuniformity in rates but
. . certainly disruptive to the hike in prices of petrol, have already begun. 13 peaiso some stability in th
done in such a mysterious way that consumers,

omy and the worstwhereas crude oil pricescent of US refinery duty structure. In fac
hot reap any bene.flt' Itis because govemme_nts ve crept upwards by ovearrel a month ago to a $52jue to the hurricane.
at the centre and in the states pocket the gain. /Qﬁggr cent since it wasWeek low of around $45 per Opposition  parties duty; now GST. But only

. . . . ; duced in June 16,barrel on September 13. Sthave latched on to this25-30 odd itemsg
is called reform is rubbished. Even Pakistan pag(?g%ite the fact that theit is difficult to understand issue, putting pressure oraccounted for 90 per ce

on more benefits to consumers in the oil SeCtO@IHbaI oil prices have why the retail petrol pricesthe government to cutof the revenue garnere

. , o ained more or lessin India are still rising. This excise duty on oil to by the government. It i
puts Pakistan on a relatively competitive econorﬁggﬂe_ More problematiciS mainly because of over-soften the blow. The Modi high time that governmer
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in domestic petrol an
diesel prices by reducin
excise duties. But Mod
overnment has not beeg
ble to bring down oi
prices even when globg
crude oil prices hovere
around $40-50 a barre
' because they hiked excis
8duties substantially.
This approach of th
government has pushe

items that attract excis

footing aspect is that thedegende?ce by both sta_tegoyern(r;ent had rallisegseriousl;t/htatke a relook t
Petroleum minister Dharmendra Pradhan |t §pond to  this isgsuesource of revenue. This alsadiesel on nine occasionsip ~ becomes  mor

lsofrect is that the priceshave tumbled from $54 acapacity was shut downthere are nearly 300D

The Rohingya
Crisis In Myanmar

By Thanggoulen Kipgen

On August 25, the Arakan Myanmar’s Rakhine state and
Rohingya Salvation Army called for immediate steps to
1 (ARSA) launched military end the violence. Britain’s U.N.
gattacks against 30 police posté&mbassador Matthew Rycroft
i and an army base in Rakhinesaid “the press statement
rstate killing at least 12 securityWednesday following closed-

personnel including severaldoor consultations was the first
,|hundred civilians. TheRSAis statement the U.N.’s most
yan ethnic militant group powerfulbody has made in nine
joperating in the Muslim- years on the situation in
%ominated Rakhine stateMyanmar.” The UN
"fighting against the Myanmar condemnation is significant in
| government who had deniedthe sense that China and Russia
[ them citizenship, regardingwho have been backing
hem as illegal immigrants fromMyanmar on the Rohingya
Bangladesh. Sinceissue and longtime Suu Kyi's
independence, successivériends United States and
governments in Myanmar haveUnited  Kingdom  had
" denied the Rohingya’s historicalunanimously voted for the
S claims and recognition as oneesolution. This will give added
of the country’s 135 ethnic pressure on Myanmar to act
groups. and take swift measures to end
Myanmar military and the violence.
® border police responded tothe There has been growing
attacks by launching “clearancepressure on Nobel Peace Prize
operations” in the following |aureate Aung San Suu Kyi, the
Edays, leading to escalation ofge facto civilian leader of the
terror and violence in the country, to act and stop these
troubled region till today. Itis growing tensions. Her global
1'belleved_ thgt thousands havqmage and reputation is rapidly
dost their lives though the disintegrating as she has so far
> Myanmar authorities claim thatremained silent or failed to take
t400 lives have b_een |OSt..Whabny meaningfu] Steps on the
Dhas captured internationalmilitary crackdown on the
Fattention, both gOVernmentalRohingya Muslims. She has
P and the media, is the large scalgeen so far defending her
fmigration of the Rohingya country’s military attacks in
eMuslims out of the country. Rakhine and denied that it is
sAccording to UN High ethnic cleansing as accused by
sCommissioner for Refugees,seyeral states and international
tover 370,000 Rohingya grganisations. She even said
. children, women and men havgpat her government had
been forced to flee 10qjready started defending all
) Bangladesh escaping violence ifj,e people in Rakhine in the best
igvlyanmar since August 2017. \yay possible.”Due to this
Clashes between the ethnigyoha| pressure on her to act
tRohingya militants and the f5st and even a personal appeal
gMyanmar police have eruptedom international figures such
periodically since the late 1970S,¢ pajai Lama and Archbishop
ycompelling  hundreds  of pegmong Tuty, itis very likely

sthousands of Muslim C i
Rohingyas to flee theirhomesthat Suu Kyi will break her
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cent and lowering it o

argued that high taxes are justified to cope Witlrticularly when the indicates the skewed taxbetween November 2014balanced for the good
_ _ nomy is on theStructure in the countryand January 2016 tothe economy and peopl
massive government expenditure. Even wHgp omY = BY ereunder the garb of raisingwithdraw the benefits Petrol and diesel deale
socialism was the mantra of the Union Governmen, more than 300 million"evenue of developmentalarising from plummeting (00 are unhappy as it |
) . | poor people in a hugeactivities. Dismantling of international oil prices. disruptive and leads to I
oil tax rates could be as high as 97.5%. Succe ’gb\f)%lation of 1.3 billion, the administered prices is fine asDuty on petrol and diesel0f accounting problem
governments rationalised the tax on petrol and digseing oil prices on a daily Bart of reform measures anduas hiked in all by Rslmlgmglio results
Lowering of petroleum taxes is a must for t€onomic ativity out of government should clearlyby Rs 13.47 a litre duringgea'e,rS W,henexlaf th'?ft%
: : r. One mav be surprise@Xxplain  why  market this period. The duty hike drop In prices. AlSo of th
Commor_1 people in the country. That will boost tltgoéaknow thaty petrol pand determined prices are risingresulted in government's26,000 petrqI”pumps, nd
economic growth of the country and reduce the daibsel prices in Indi avhen global crude prices areexcise mop-up, more thannany are still automate
. . . 8’183 r?]rllgcﬁgslpmnﬂ!]aeavr\‘/eoﬁg fa|||ng Also how would dOUbling to Rs 242 Oooforcmg them to manuaII)
hard§h|p of people in urban and rur.al areas. Itis "dﬁq'at apart there is a biggovernment explain to thecrore in 2016-17 and ngpd_ate prlﬁes on a dail
that in the early stages of the Modi Government|aalation in prices from stateCOmmon man this unusual99,000 crore in 2014-15,225!S tfesul 'S.?f.'” If.e”ou
much before Jaitley could play around with tfState and city to city. Onephenomenon when 80 perrhis  had = greatly P73 (U8 CRElEs,
. . . ) expected the Goods ancpent. of |nd|.a'.S crude OII(:_ontribute_d_to antaining
taxation regime oil and LPG prices had come dps#ivices Tax (GST) to bringrequirement is imported?  fiscal deficit, which was
id bl q le had b to'si t uniformity in oil Domestic fuel rates haveotherwise slipping during
considerably and peopie had begunio Sing Pralsteas put that was not tobeen aligned to movement ofthe last two years due t
of Narendra Modi. Now they regret having spokee as it was kept out of theequivalent product prices inreduced ~ revenue
t00 soon. Raising revenue for develobment doe amhit of GST as not only thethe international marketcollecnolns in other taxesmanufacturing unit
. g p tre but the states alsgince  April 2002. and duties in the face ofusing them as inputs i
mean punishing the citizens with sharp rise in oil prigggited to exploit petrol andAccordingly prices used toslowing — economy. yyo “tace of growin
) ) diesel for more revenuebe revised every fortnight till Demonetisation hasagitation The GS
and inflation. generation. This topsy-the daily revision started aworsened the situation as.g . cij m.ay take up thi
turvy policy is hitting the few months back. the economy has slowe(‘}:Ssue in the near futur
| LOOKING BACK | economy hard. Fortnightly revision did down further. This is a welcom
May 1, 1989 Oil Minister Dharmentra provide some stability in In contrast UPA development as it ma
; ; Pradhan recently ruled outprices and also accountinggovernment reduced dutypa\,e the way for unifor
Meghalaya bids adios any government was easier. on oil to mitigate the GST rates on petroleu
. intervention to disrupt the  Though Pradhan claimssuffering of the common products but tﬁat is na
to B.N. Slngh daily revision in petrol and that daily revision man as a result ofgging to happen in th
_ _ diesel prices saying theimmediatel asses onspiraling global crude oil ' i
Meghalaya bid adios tocan say from my experiendgeform V5i|| continug. Ig the benefit ofyreguction in Eices t% ?he detriment of e future as it a majd
Mr Bhishma Narain Singh that the importance of th P source of revenue.
who left Shillong on office of Governor i i i i i
Monday relinquishing the increasing day by day". H to cut taxes to soften theconsumers, this seems tduring the global financial been Editor in Presg
office of Governor of further said "after 1967, th blov_vl when ttherg was S{)hurtﬂave dSOHmehOWh nOtCLISIS of 2028, oil I%rlcesl Trust of India and
Meghalaya and Assam. Atryling party at the Centre arjd" ©' Prices o minimize th€ happened. He may howeveshot up to $140 a barrelEconomics Editor in
a solemn function held at thethe gé)rtieys ruling the statdMPact on consumers,be right is saying this hasYet government ensuredTickerNews an
State Central Library Hall, agre not always the sam partlcularly the common avoided sharp spikes bythere was no drastic spikeFinancial Chronicle)
Sangma eulogized the rolegecomes a bridge betweer
played by Mr Singh in the Union and ?he State

past, UPA government usednternational oil prices to containing fiscal deficit. (K R Sudhaman, hag
Chief Minister Mr P A hence the Governar
TO THE EDITOR

smooth administration of the i .

two "sensitive" states.Eﬂ\é%?]ar}g;?ill?wﬁsgﬁfrgr:nd Abe Shinzo’s Ban on coal Ere:kes hgz\llg)/n coatlo latdheer?nventory of Godmen
Reading out a formalpolitical parties are ruling th . . minina a hoaX u ng i They d(_) politics and wielg
address of farewell on behalstates with a commo ViSit g powerful lobbies- the coalythority but show nd
of the people of Meghalaya,Governor. The  State Editor merchants, the powerfulsigns of divinity. No
Mr Sangma said that MrGovernments had to pass This ’refers to your Editor, law enforcers and thewonder these invinciblé

Singh with his "vast andthrough stormy rapids an
instinctive awareness of thethe Chief Ministers had t
tribal ethos”, has navigate as helmsmen a
accomplished the task withthe Governor has to giv
"distinction”. He recalled steady support like

Apropos the news item,powerful politicians. Now, holy men enjoy|

editorial “Shinzo Abe’s India L
"Coal mining ban: No NGT what can the NGT do? O”'Zgreferential treatment fron

isit” (ST- Sept 15, 2017).
he determined effort by
India and Japan to inject life

relief for miners” (ST Sep 14,the small time cpal tradergyovernment even whil
2017), it is known that theare really suffering. they promote an unhol
| suggest that the NGT

X 4 i ; : NGT has banned extraction

that Mr Singh had assumedballast,” he added. Earlier Mrint0  their bilateral = transportation of coal inmonitor  this  blatant raCFlz(:Eentl Sri St Ray
office five years back at aSangma handed over an endflationship is  showing v° April 17. 2014violation of its order by Y9

crucial time when both shawl and a Khasi headgeapositive results. Japan PMY'€gnaaya on Apri L7, itself or else. if it cannot doShankar visitedAssam
Assam and Meghalaya wereas a token of remembranceébe has rightly said, “Both Put later it allowed only it should lift the b and Arunachal Pradesh f
beset with "seemingly. Deputy Chief Minister Mfl India and Japan placetr@nsportation of extractedso, It should liit € ban OMingigenous  people’
: " . . . | h b coal mining altogether ;
insoluble problems". Mr D D Lapang presided overimportance on the universalc0a! With strict observance g aitog - conference to kindle hope
Sangma attributed it to thethe function. Mr Singh latef values and  strategic©f the guidelines laid down _Yours €tC., ¢5r neace. The high profil
out going Governor'sin the afternoon left for interests that we commonlyot ~ to  pollute  the Philip Marwein, Gy is welcomed by non
personal contribution which Guwahati. share.” India and Japan aré€nvironment along the way Viaemail iner than the Chie
ensured restoration of peace B violence working on a different from the loading points Justice of Guwahati Hig
and tranquility in the entire philosophy, involving more (depots) to the selling points Of Godmen  court at the airport. Th
region. e unabated local  interests  and ( depots).The permission for d thei former rebel leaders o
5 Eoir?]erdgn'%fe'\gg:'izfé '\l<|/lrr Five people, including participation. Japan is nowtransportation the extracted and their ULFA, NSCN(IM) and civil
Singhy zgs "2 friend anolthree railway employeespossibly India’s closest coal dumped at depots was "feStyles society groups were bein
counselor. The CEM KhasiWe€re injured in - Bodq strategic partner in the world,extended from time to time by shepherded to intera
Hills District Council Mr G violence in different part of as both sidesonverge in the NGT. During the perl_od _ with him for finding a final
S Massar termed him as &°kraihar and Darrangtheir  strategic and of extension illegal extraction  Editor, solution to conflicts in the
"non-controversial districts of Assam during theeconomic outlook. of coal from various minesin The  uproar overyg region. Sri Sri Rav

Governor" and said thatPast 24 hours, official reporisCooperation in areas likeMeghalaya was taking placeGurmeet Singh Ram Rahimgpaniar s optimistic o

looking at the possibility country. However, since last
capping value added tgxOctober, violence has bee

on natural gas at five p ywitnessed frequently leading to,¢

petrol and diesel for those

! ; .>3silence in the days to come. In
inthe predominantly Buddhist¢, .+ 5.,y Kyi ig in a very

calculated state of mind on the
"Rohingya issue. As Nehginpao

several confrontations betwee Ipgen, Assistant Professor
o ; nd |Executive Director of the
the militants and the police an

P enter for Southeast Asian
resulting in several deaths o5t dies. OP Jindal Global

EOthI S(He? of the (I:amp. Tth'SUniversity has arguetnany
as led to large scale migratiory 4 the world tend to ignore
of the Rohingya Muslims to or downplay the significance of

cross the border by land or by, y
- -the Myanmar political system.
seainto Bangladesh, Malays'aFirst, Suu Kyiis prevented from

‘Indonesia and Thalland.hololing the office of the

Among these countries, . o .
Bangladesh has witnessed thgreadency, whichiis the highest
office of the land. Second, her

highest numbers of RohingyaNLD governmentis in a power-

refugees moving into her . -
territory. According to BBC sharing arrangement with the
A country’s powerful military,

than 300,000 hich control th
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dwithout delay. The Myanmar There are reports that the
government and the ASEAN hasRohingya refugees have been
until now considered the issuerecruited by Islamist militants
s an internal matter. Foreignn the neighbouring countries,
ministers from the ASEAN met taking advantage of their
in Yangon late last year tovulnerability and helplessness,
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crisis amidst reports of brutalfoothold in the region.
d(illings, rapes and the torchingMalaysia’s Defense Minister
of Rohingya homes in thehas even said thafVe cannot
northern Rakhine state byleave them (the Rohingya)
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condemned the violence inNEHU, Shillong)
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Ferrandinis’ 73 years

By John T Lyngdoh

y family was originally

Calvinistic Presbyterians.

It was through the wisdom

of one of our aunts that we

switched over to Catholi-
cism. My two elder brothers received first
holy communion on entering the Don
Bosco Technical School, Shillong. While
Peter took up printing, Paul pursued tailor-
ing respectively. After Christmas 1956 our
rector Fr Virgilio Alberra, Sdb led all the
boarders, who didn’t go home, for winter
vacation to Mawkyndeng, Parish (Raliang),
Jaintia Hills.

Those days, the road after Mawryngk-
neng check gate to Jowai and beyond was
still muddy and unpebbled; with both sides
covered by thick forests where wild animals
including ferocious ones like bears, jackals,
leopards and Bengal tigers roamed freely.
The Jowai- Silchar Road was still nonexist-
ent, except via Umrangshu (Garampani) to
Haflong. The NEEPCO and coal mining
sectors have not operated and the whole en-
vironmental surrounding was still in pris-
tine beauty.

It was one week before the parish’s an-
nual procession, by the beginning of Janu-
ary 1957, that Bishop Ferrando, arrived
with his assistants. To tour the different in-
teriors he used his round bonnet green
coloured American jeep, piloted by his
faithful driver Samuel Sangma. The vehicle
was gifted by the US Catholic community.
A similar yellow coloured model belonged
to Rev S D Perry, pastor Church of Christ,
Mawlai Motsyiar, Shillong. The moment he
arrived I joined with the village children to
welcome our old Bishop (Bishop tymmen);
since I was the youngest of boarders. For
the whole week he would visit the outflank
villages to meet his flocks and take stocks
of their problems.

That same year Fr Dino Colussi, Sdb our
counsellor prepared all those who were to re-
ceive baptism, first communion and confir-
mation during Easter, from Bishop
Ferrando’s own hands.

Bishop Ferrando was born on 23 Septem-
ber 1895 at Rossiglione to Augustine Fer-
rando and Josephine Salvi; they were two
brothers and one sister. He was second
among them and came from a pious Catholic
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Archbishop Ferrando with his own MSMHC sisters and (below) travelling to Guwahati airport

family. His education in and frequent con-
tacts with the Salesians of Don Bosco in-
spired him to enter in this congregation. By
23 December 1923 he arrived Shillong with
a group of novices, to join the eleven pio-
neers who came on 23 January 1922 led by
Fr Louis Mathias, Sdb. Fr Ferrando was im-
mediately appointed Asst Novice Master to
Fr John De Ponti, Sdb a pioneer of the first
batch, at the Our Lady’s noviciate and in-
terim theologate.

He learnt Khasi very fast to facilitate mis-
sionary tours, in addition to his duty as pro-
fessor. When Fr De Ponti left for Italy due to
ailment, Fr Ferrando replaced him.

The outbreak of World War II (1939-45)
adversely affected the missionary activities
of the Church. This time Germany, Italy and
Japan formed the Axis powers fighting
against other allied nations. All Italian and
German missionaries were arrested and in-

terned at the temporary detention camp of

Sacred Heart Theological College, Mawlai,

Shillong. Even one adjacent locality of

Mawlai Mawroh was made as makeshift

military cantonment for the Indian Sikhs and
American Soldiers (GIs) regiments.

The war casualties overburdened the
FMA sisters or Daughters Mary Help of
Christians, running the St Mary’s Convent,
Gauhati. Some Adivasi convent girls in-
volved in social works with their superiors
of St Mary’s Gauhati, were moved by the
spirit of dedication and service rendered by
the sisters on humanitarian grounds.

During a routine visit to the mission cen-
tres in the plains, Bishop Ferrando stopped
over at St Mary’s Convent Gauhati, in which
he met the girls who offered themselves to
become sisters. He acceded to their request
and initially they were kept in the same
convent. Fr Colussi was instructed to build
additional two rooms adjacent to the convent
for keeping the aspirants separately to pursue
their studies in the convent. Within a short
time the rooms were ready and all the ten
novices shifted to their own house. Those
lacking in educational standard were given
special coaching, while intensive training on
the Salesian pattern was also imparted in

other fields of religious life. During training
two left the noviciate for personal reasons,
including a lone Khasi girl Edwina Dohling,
brought by Fr C Vendrame, Sdb. After com-
pletion of rigorous orientation course, eight
novices who persevered were inducted into
the newly founded congregation on October
24, 1942, taking the name of Missionary Sis-
ters of Mary Help of Christians (MSMHC)
or Ferrandinis—the Holy Rosary month and
date when monthly Marian Novena ends in
Salesian houses. Virgin Mary was mandated
as the Patroness and interimly adopted the
rules and habits of the FMAs.

By 1965 the Mother house was shifted to
Peachland Laitumkhrah, Shillong which be-
came the noviciate and later the first Provin-
cial house. Fr N J Kenny, Sdb was their
spiritual director and confessor till he died.
More centres came up in the north-eastern
region and outside, some on their own others
belonging to the parishes concerned. The
new Generalate at Hatigaon, Gauhati was
blessed in1993, side by side with the Little
Flower Higher Secondary School. During
these past 75 years the MSMHC now grew
into seven Provinces at Shillong, Tinsukia,
Tezpur, Gauhati, Siliguri, Bangalore and
Turin (Italy) — a station preparing its sisters
for posting in foreign missions. From the six
pioneers the number rose to 1200, spread
over mission centres in India and abroad;
touching the shores of Africa and Hawaii an
island of lepers where St Fr Damien of
Molokai worked and died.

The sisters constantly receive requests
from many dioceses to work in their areas.
Pontifical recognition was granted to the
congregation on March 21, 1977, and by
July 8, 1986, assimilated into the Salesian
family.

Bishop Ferrando whenever he adminis-
tered the religious vows to his sisters would
always insist that “you should observe the
rules strictly because you’ll be answerable
in the end”.

(The author is national councillor,
DBPPA Shillong Province)

(To be continued)

Your attitude
matters, limbs
need not

By Alfonso Elengikal

. Clement Stone, one of the most popular motivational

‘ )s / authors of our century, writes, “There is very little dif-

ference in people, but that little difference makes a big

difference. That little difference is whether one’s attitude is posi-
tive or negative.”

Thomas Jefterson, the third President of the United States qual-
ifies the above statement saying, “Nothing can stop the
man/woman with the right mental attitude from achieving his/her
goal; but nothing can help the man/woman with a wrong mental
attitude.”

John Paul Carinci speaks of a 35-year-old man, born without
legs, in his book The Power of Being Different, whom he had seen
featured in a television show. Carinci writes, “I saw him walking
on the palms of his hands right to the edge of a pool; he then
flipped himself in, and started swimming with his arms, as a nor-
mal person would do with his legs. A little later, he pulled himself
out of the pool and, again using his hands, walked right over to a
chaise lounge at the pool while I sat transfixed, wondering what
this man would do next.

“The programme then showed him in the kitchen where he
pulled himself on to a chair, and moving to the kitchen counter to
have his meal. Finally, I saw this unusual man climbing onto the
engine compartment of a car in a garage, where he worked as an
automobile mechanic....”

Professional Baseball player Jim Abbott was born on Septem-
ber 19, 1967, in Flint, Michigan, with only left hand. However,
very early in life, he
earned for himself name
and fame, which players
with both hands cannot
easily achieve!

“All things are
possible as long

H Abbott would catch the
as you Iong for It ball from the catcher with
enough_ By his glove on his left hand.

He then would hold the
ball against his right
limb. Then with the limb
resting against the glove,
he would wind up and
pitch the ball. Soon, he
would slip his left hand
into the glove. He could actually pitch the ball with one hand, and
also field the ball very well, if it was hit back to him. From 1985
-88, he captained “Michigan” team leading them to win two Big
Ten Championships. From 1989, he was in the Major Leagues.

In 1986, Abbott received the United States Sports Academy’s
Mildred “Babe” Didrikson Zaharias Award for his courage and
will power to overcome adversity, and excel in sports. Next year,
he won the James Sullivan Award as the top amateur athlete in
the US. In 1992, he was presented the Tony Conigliaro Award,
given annually to a major League Player who successfully over-
comes obstacles and adversity with unflinching determination. As
recent as 2007, Jim Abbott was elected to the College Baseball
Hall of Fame for his successful career in Michigan. Abbott says,
“All things are possible as long as you long for it enough. By
changing your attitudes, you change your results!”

Here’s another young man who was born without arms. Though
he doesn’t have arms, he brushes his teeth, drives his car to dif-
ferent locations, opens a jar, and does everything that we do, by
using his feet in place of arms.

He does it all, amazingly, by raising his legs up the way we use
our arms. He tells young people like him to win over hurdles and
handicaps, by developing a positive attitude to life. If he could
succeed in spite of serious limitations, he says, they too can be
winners and successful in life!

Life without limbs or the normal use of our limbs is unthinkable
for most of us. Under such circumstances, many even think of
putting an end to their lives, God’s most precious gift.

But the men above teach us beyond doubt that life is worth liv-
ing, even in such or worse situations, and that we can still make
of our lives a beautiful gift to God and to the people around us!
What really matters most in life is our attitude to life, and all that
it brings to us!

changing your atti-
tudes, you change
your results!”

‘Matt was always the first choice for Suburbicon’

George Clooney is not only a cham-
pion actor, a Hollywood sex symbol and
a movie maker but a noted humanitarian
too, advocating rights. IBNS Canada's
Suman Das aided by Sudipto Maity
catch up with the Hollywood megastar at
the Toronto International Film Festival
(TIFF), where he was busy promoting his
new directional venture Suburbicon.

Suburbicon is a crime comedy film di-
rected by Clooney and written by Joel
Coen, Ethan Coen, Clooney and Grant
Heslov. The film stars Matt Damon, Ju-
lianne Moore and Oscar Isaac. Excerpts:

Two movies became one in Suburbicon.
How did that happen?

Grant (Heslov, writer) and I were looking
at a piece about Levittown, Pennsylvania,
and an event that happened there. We had
seen some things in the (US Presidential)
campaign trail where they were talking
about building fences and scapegoating
Mexicans and Muslims and we are al-
ways reminded that these aren’t new
things and new moments in our history
and we thought it would be interesting to
talk about it. We wanted it to be entertain-
ing, not a documentary, so we merged it
with Suburbicon because we thought it
would be a funny idea to put it in the sub-
urbs in the 1950°s, when we all thought
everything was all so perfect... if you
were a white straight male.

So there was this Coen Brothers’ script
and you thought you can put these two
together?

The Coen Brothers had offered me to
play the part that Oscar Issac plays and
they offered it to me in 1999. The film
never got made and when I called up
Oscar to do the part, people asked me
why didn’t [ play it... cause I got Oscar

Issac, which is not a bad move.

Your movie is set in the north of the
US, but when you hear about racism in
America, it’s always the south that gets
the blame. Your thoughts on that.

I grew up in Kentucky in the 60’s and 70’s
and we sort of thought we were exercising
this. Segregation had come to an end and
we felt that the trajectory was going the
right way, but it didn’t. It stalled. And
when you see in films this kind of bigotry,
it’s always Mississippi burning or always
the southern guys saying terrible things
and the north-east likes to say well we
weren’t like that and you want to go, well
you actually were. I thought that was an
important part of it. Even in casting we
had to make sure that we really didn’t
have anybody with southern accents.

Let’s talk about the tone of the movie.
On one hand you had the signature
Coen Brothers blood and gore and on
the other hand it was an elegant story
about the early civil rights. How did
you draw a balance between the two so
as not to spoil the film?

Well, it was tricky. We had to change cer-
tain things while editing. Times changed
while we were shooting... Trump was
elected...and it changed some of the tem-
perature of the film in a weird way, be-
cause the country (US) got angrier,
irrespective of whichever side you were
on. It reminded us that we have to play
with this tone a little differently. We had
scenes with Josh Brolin that were some
of the funniest scenes we have ever shot.
I send them to Josh afterwards but we
had to cut him out, because, it felt the
wrong tone suddenly. We had to tone
down some of the slapstick stuff and
make them a little more dangerous. Tone

is what you win or lose on in films, in
general and particularly when you are
playing in this kind of genre. I have had
it go both ways. We tested the film know-
ing what tone we wanted and core was a
big piece of the tone.

You talk about so many burning issues
in the film and there’s so much going on
in the US in terms of destruction, both
natural and manmade. Tell us, how do
plan to make this world a better place?
I guess you are talking about Houston and
Florida... we are all worried about that.
You see, in Houston, it’s going to take a
long time and we are all going to have to
be involved. You asked me how you’re
going to make this world a better place...
we need involvement, because Houston is
Syria, quite honestly. People in Houston

are now refugees based on something that
had nothing to do with them. They did not
do anything but they are now victims and
they are out of their homes and they are
going to be suffering for a long period of
time and much like the people and chil-
dren in Syria, we are going to have to find
ways to be involved. That is our job as cit-
izens of the world.

You made a little boy cry and got Matt
Damon beaten up. What was their re-
action when they first read the script?
Well, it’s better than making Matt Damon
cry and beating up a little boy. I just
thought that was the right thing to do,
right... I mean I shouldn’t be beating chil-
dren. It wasn’t just about beating Matt up,
one of the most fun moments I had on the
sets was when the prop guy brought a nor-

mal sized bicycle over and I said no, we
are going to have a bike about that big for
Matt (points to a much smaller size) and
put him on that. Matt’s obviously been a
good sport and we have been good friends
for a long period of time and there are
very few actors in the world that are capa-
ble of being Jason Bourne and killing peo-
ple and turn around be the buffoon who
cannot do anything right. That little boy is
something spectacular. He should be in-
front of a camera. He’s normal and fun
and both the boys were actually fantastic.

Why do you think the Coen Brothers
never made the 1999 film with you?

It’s an interesting thing... they tried for
years and I think they started writing in
the mid 80’s. A lot of things happened. I
think they have done film similar to this.

They changed a few things and other
writes had come on, so things were
changed a little bit and the film never got
made. Also a script can get caught up in
a studio and the producer and the fees can
get tied to it.

What was the most challenging scene
for you to direct in this movie?

I would think the one with Karimah
(Westbrook). The trickiest part was we
were in a very racially diverse neighbour-
hood in Fullerton, California and we had
about 350 extras who were going to hurl
a lot of racial slurs and say a lot of pretty
terrible things that are against any decent
human beings’... what you would think
as okay. To go around saying it to every-
one that we are going to do something re-
ally awful and it’s going to feel terrible...
we all just felt sick.

Was Damon your first choice to play
the role of Gardner (the character in
the film)? Also tell us, you have been
known to be a prolific prankster. Was
casting him a prank too?

Matt was always the second choice. He
was the best available. I have never seen
a goat shaved before (laughs hysteri-
cally). Jokes aside, he was always the
first choice for the film. This wasn’t a
prank. I do pranks when I’m bored on the
sets and have nothing else to do. When
you’re directing you don’t have a whole
lot of time to do terrible things. I bene-
fited from having three wonderful actors.
You can plan everything but you’ll still
require smart, intuitive actors to carry
you over the finish line and if you
can’t...you get Matt... (IBNS/TWF)

(Images by Radha Bose/IBNS and Para-
mount Pictures)
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Mix 1t right for
the best effect

By Ranjan K Baruah

not love to watch movies or listen to

music. Music has been an integral part
of our life since ages. Music or songs are
important part of movies too and hence
there is always demand for good music.

With the advancement of science and
technology there are new sophisticated
equipment in the music industry. One of
the career options related to this is audio
or sound engineering.

Audio Engineering is all about captur-
ing sound, recording, copying, editing,
mixing and reproducing sound using elec-
tronic and mechanical devices. It involves
both production and post production tasks.
Audio engineering is one of the most ad-
mired and promising career amongst
young generation that offers immense op-
portunity in the field of film, video pro-
duction, sound broadcasting and

It is difficult to find a person who does

name by being in this profession. Most of

or many educators, community
colleges are a key part of the
education system of a 21st cen-
tury economy. In India, how-
ever, they remain a small part of the
higher education landscape.
Community colleges typically offer
two-year professional degree pro-
grammes that are more practical and
less theoretical or academic than three-
or four-year bachelor programmes. In-
dian advocates of two-year colleges
say they have been inspired by the big
role such institutions play in the United
States, where they enrol nearly 38 per-
cent of all undergraduate students.
These advocates believe the two-
year model could do much to support
the Indian government’s flagship Skill

advertising both in India and abroad. To
be good in this field, a lot of dedication
and interest is essential.

There are formal courses related to this
option. A course in audio engineering in-
volves the study of the technical and cre-
ative aspects of sound recording, editing
and mixing. Most of the courses often start
with the basic theory and frequencies of
sound and covers a broad area in record-
ing, post production, live-sound reinforce-
ment as well as broadcasting.

There are both degree and diploma
courses in many parts of the country.
Trained people can be placed as studio en-
gineer, sound recordist, broadcast engi-
neer, sound editor, mix engineer and
recording engineer. Courses available in
this field are Certificate Course in Audio
Engineering and Diploma in Sound Engi-
neering, among others.

Many young people from the North
East have been able to earn fame and

the aspirants prefer places like Mumbai
for these courses as the exposure is more.

There are immense potential in this
field as the region is rich in music and
with involvement of new techniques and
equipment, innovations can be done.
These innovations will promote the music
of the region and at the same time many
may get involved in the profession for
which aspirants need dedication and also
proper training and exposure.

All those who are interested in this field
must have information related to different
types of music. Concentration, patience,
good understanding, good sense of pitch,
timing and rhythm are the other flair
needed for an audio engineer. They must
be proficient with different types of
recording media, such as analog tape, dig-
ital multi-track recorders and workstations
and computer knowledge.

Update

JAM: IITs conduct a Joint Admission
Test for M.Sc (JAM) to provide admis-
sions in to M.Sc (2 years), Joint MSc-
PhD, MSc-PhD Dual Degree and other
Post-Bachelor Degree Programmes at the
IITs and the Integrated PhD degree pro-
grammes at [ISc and to consolidate Sci-
ence as a career option for bright students
from across the country. JAM 2018 exam-
ination will be held on February 11, 2018.
Last date for sending application is Octo-
ber 10.

(Ranjan K Baruah is a career mentor
and can be reached at
bkranjan@gmail.com or 9864055558 for
any career related queries)

India programme.

“There is a huge gap between the de-
mands by industry and entry-level can-
didates with the required skills,” says
Rahul Choudaha, who holds a doctorate
in higher education from the University
of Denver and is now the chief execu-
tive officer of DrEducation, LLC, a
New Jersey-based global higher educa-
tion research and consulting firm.

Not only are two-year colleges
needed to meet the growing demands of
the economy, but they are also a crucial
instrument for social mobility, accord-
ing to Xavier Alphonse, founder direc-
tor of the Indian Center for Research
and Development of Community Edu-
cation (ICRDCE) in Chennai. The or-
ganization established and oversees
more than 230 community colleges in
at least 17 states in India.

In an essay, Alphonse wrote commu-
nity colleges “empower the disadvan-
taged by helping them develop skills
that will lead to gainful employment.”
He goes on to say two-year colleges
can “make a qualitative difference in
the lives of the urban, rural and tribal
poor, and women.”

Like other Indian advocates of two-
year colleges, Alphonse says he has
been inspired by the significant role of
community colleges in the United
States.

The US model
Ajay Mohan Goel, former executive

vice-president of the Bengaluru-based
Wadhwani Foundation, was one of the

leading architects of a 2012 project of
the Indian Ministry of Human Resource
Development to develop community
colleges inside three-year bachelor col-
leges. “Our original vision,” says Goel,
“was that 5,000 three-year colleges
would establish community colleges
within themselves; a further 1,000
would transform themselves into a
[full-time] community college.”

Goel also led a trip of senior Indian
officials to the United States to learn
more about the community college sys-
tem. “We studied the American model

Jillian Gross, Fulbright-Nehru
scholar, in Pune

intensively,” he says, adding what they
saw “is extremely relevant” to India’s
education needs. Today, Goel is the co-
founder and principal consultant at the
Uttar Pradesh-based Skills Manage-
ment Group, which provides consul-
tancy services on skilling and
entrepreneurship.

Indeed, community colleges play a
big role in the American higher educa-
tion system. There are nearly 1,300 of
these colleges in the United States, with
more than seven million students en-
rolled in degree programmes. Less than

BRIDGING THE GAP

Community colleges can support the Skill India
Mission, says SPAN writer Burton Bollag

40 percent study full-time, while the
rest are working adults who take classes
in the evenings and on weekends. The
average age of community college stu-
dents is 28. The average cost of attend-
ing a four-year college in the United
States is $25,409 (approximately Rs.
16,36,000) per year, almost half the av-
erage annual household earning of
Americans; though the best schools can
cost more than double that amount.
Community colleges, on the other
hand, cost much less and are generally
open to everyone who has graduated
high school.

Benefits of community colleges

These colleges serve two purposes:
preparing graduates for a job, and en-
abling access to a bachelor’s degree
programme by allowing students to
transfer credits earned to a four-year
college. In the United States, “there is
a very smooth transition” from two-
year to four-year colleges, says
Choudaha, something that is very rare
in India. Forty-six percent of the stu-
dents who graduate from a four-year
college in the US were enrolled at a
two-year college at some point in the
previous 10 years, according to a 2015
report of the Virginia-based National
Student Clearinghouse Research Cen-
ter.

In India, the government is focusing
on using short-term technical training
programs to meet the country’s skill
needs.

“I’m not arguing against them,” says
Jillian Gross, a Fulbright-Nehru scholar
and doctoral student at the University
of Michigan, who recently conducted a
study on the expansion of the commu-
nity college model in India. But, she
adds, while technical training teaches
students how to meet a specific job re-
quirement, two-year colleges provide a
broader education to help students
throughout their careers.

That education includes soft skills
like communication, teamwork and
critical thinking, says Gross. When they
are of sufficient quality, community
colleges enable “individual transforma-
tion” and “the possibility of upward
mobility.” (TWF)

(Photograph: SPAN)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

Mercury opposite Saturn on your solar return chart indicates a good year
ahead. Your closest relationships will require more focus this year, as they
challenge you to honor your feelings over your thoughts and develop more
inimate connections. Higher education will also be on your agenda, as you
prepare to move to the next level in your career. Become a mentor or volunteer,
as it can instill new purpose into your life: In the process, you'll end up getting
much more than you give. With a litle more information, you can deal with the
primary cause of a health problem, rather than the symptoms, and eliminate the
problem once and for all.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)
Your creativity will assist in your output at work and help you
undertake new assignments. You may especially enjoy experi-

encing different cultures and ethnic styles. Your ideals are higher
than usual, teaching may be part of the picture, and your cultural
and spiritual awareness increases. Happiness and fulfillment

through the expansion of your mind, widening your social circle,
travel, and connections to people of a different cultural back-
ground than you indicated this week. Students in joumnalism, law,
management and related fields aftain success and good results.
You might also enjoy analyzing different health or nutriton pro-
grams. If's a great time to make improvements fo your regular
routines.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
Your work status may change for the better. There could be a
promotion or new job opportunity that enables you to come into
the limelight in a positive way. Authority figures, elders, parents,
or influential people in your life tend to support and respect you.
They are more willing to help you on your road to success. An
event may occur that expands your career or professional inter-
ests, and you derive more pleasure from these activities. More
freedom is likely to be experienced in your career. Integrity and
honesty will take you places now. You need to keep your eyes
open for opportunities that come your way.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
Your self-confidence gets a boost and you meet difficult tasks and
resolve work related issues confidently. Business expansion
and new professional opportunities are worth considering. You
would admire and adapt new circumstances, ideas, and unfamil-
iar situations. You are able to find creative solutions to problems
now. You put in a lot of efforts and then find this has been
establishing strong professional base and this brings in desired
and even unexpected gains. It is good time to organize your
workplace and make it more modernized and equipped with
good infrastructure. Also, circumstances or your own reserve may
prevent you from openly declaring or expressing your feelings.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
This can be a time of achievement, career advancement, and
success in business. Work-related travel or the reaching of a
wider society is possible during this week. You adopt new styles

and spend on luxury items. Your thoughts turn fo children, plea-
sure and romance during this week. You focus on having fun,
enjoying sports and expressing yourself efficiently. You would

maintain balance of the head and heart also in professional and
personal matters. You turn things around in business dealings in
your favor. You are noble and generous in family situations.
Monetary transaction brings gains in property related issues. An
overseas or long distance joumney with includes pilgrimage is on
the cards.You maintain a fitness routine and healthy diet pro-
ram.
Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
Your professional skills wisdom and craft is appreciated and
fresh opportunities for expansion are made available fo you.
Personal relationships gain a romantic and exciting quality.
Tackle sensitive subjects and difficult people and get your point
across. Business projects and associations are opening up
and widening your horizons so you need to think expansively
from now onwards. This time takes some kind of pressure on
professional and personal aspects. You may begin to take on
more responsibilities on the job. Your job could become rather
tedious or boring, or working conditions may be frustrating. You
may have to draw some boundaries with friends and the de-
mands of others.
Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
There is perfection and beauty in emotional and personal rela-
tionships. You are frank, outspoken and can be outrageous or
undiplomatic on occasions. This is altogether a happy and re-
laxed period for you. Remember to be thankful. Mental pursuits,
new leamning, and all forms of intellectual activity are favored.
Your ability to concentrate and focus helps you fo achieve what

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

&

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

-F<
>

you set out to do. You should maintain a positive attitude and face life
in a positive way otherwise you will become frustrated and dull. Good
luck in finances and opportunities is encouraging. Health problems
are resolved and your energy is restored.

You would be emotional, loving and caring in personal relationships
and family situations. You manage to communicate with moody and
angry people with a sensitive approach and gentle manner. You
would combine your inner and outer strengths to achieve success
and happiness. Sometimes you would protest against dominafion by
people at work. You may have to face egoistic people. Some associa-
fions would be competitive in business but you shine and work well
in your field of activity. There would be some changes in your social
circle, and you meet new and unusual people. Your habbies, mo-
ments spent with family, all come into focus. Some lifestyle changes
made by you begin to show results.

New associations and beginnings in work areas as some unknown
opportunities and changes may come. You would improve your
romantic and love life by bringing more sincerity, cooperation and
humanity as unusual attractions and dreams could feature this time.
You may explore new infrastructure and improve office as this brings
more efficiency and continuity on your work. Family members would
be more supportive as this is the best time to bring more harmony and
pleasant interactions to your relationships and feel more comfort-
able. You tend to entertain others with your conversation and your
sense of humor. The desire for some form of recognition is going to be
fulfilled in this phase. Brisk walk and timely eating would be helpful.

This period brings excellent opportunities for people in show busi-
ness and related fields. You would work more creatively and express
yourself with more sensitivity, compassion, and warmth. You have
been more determined and hard-working and this brings fulfillment
of all desires particularly on your personal and domestic life. Your
personal charm and attractiveness would have a positive effect on
your relationships. People see you as a loving and lovable person,
and as someone who is aware of their needs and feelings, which can
benefit you at this time. Others are wiling fo help and cooperate with
your goals and ambitions. It would be better to go for long term
investments and speculations for financial gains.

A new work opportunity can change the way you work and relate with
people professionally. You are bold and adventurous and you
cannot tolerate delay that prevents you from behaving exactly you
want. How willing you're prepared to experiment and explore new
approaches will determine your success this ime. You would achieve
a lot in business and professional aspects by combining creativity
and practicality. You play the role of the senior in the family and
personal situations by taking on exira responsibility and giving
direction. You can expect superiors to support you and stand up for
you in tough situations at work. You can trust your intuition about
people and situations when called upon to mediate in conflicts and
collaborations. You will be considerably more proactive, healthy,
and focused.

The planetary configuration brings more stability in relations and
professional life. You have a tendency to compromise and adjust and
take a soft approach while dealing with people at work and home.
You give a new method to communications, projects, learning and
self-expression. You may be especially focused on pleasing your
family and fond of the life of the home and family. It's a passicnate time,
although you are unlikely to display a whole lot of self-discipline. You
would work in association with senior colleagues and people in
authority and lear many more things at the work place, which boosts
your confidence. You use your best talents and co-relate all activities
fo boost the business and work opportunities.

This phase brings excellent work opportunities for people in teach-
ing, hotel, finance and in communication fields. You would impress
people from your communication skills as this brings positive results
in matters related to love, family and professional relations. You
would express yourself with charm and grace, whether if's through
what you say or you write. Health remains good during this period.
Excellent professional opportunities await those students who have
completed their education in fine arts, drama, music and finance.
Your romantic affair would give a big boost of confidence, and
personal magnetism runs high to be appreciated and admired.
Spending time in solitude among natural surroundings will be thera-
peutic

Power of women

By Soma Bhattacharjee

“Great dancers are great not because of their tech-
nique, they are great because of their passion”. —
Martha Graham

This “passion” of Monica Chanda, Artistic Director,
Gitanjali Dance Academy, was portrayed by her
dancers , staging her seminal dance production, ‘Devi-
The Triumph’ on September 3 at U Soso Tham Audito-
rium. The day marked the celebration of the 17th An-
nual Function of the dance academy, which saw a
colourful showcasing of talent ranging from the tod-
dlers to the senior-most students of Gitanjali.

The various recitals had a message to convey; if the
toddlers, performing, most delicately to an improvised
rendition of Tagore’s “PhulePhule” spoke about letting
our girl child fly to where the sky is her only limit, the
production, ‘Devi - The Triumph’ brought to climactic
point the essence of the female prowess once it is
awakened.

“Rooted in the classical dance style of Bharat-
natyam, we however included the vocabularies of
Chhau, the martial art form of Orissa, as well as Acro-
Yoga, to describe the ascent of the feminine energy
within our bodies,” says scriptwriter Madhubanti
Chanda.

The music arranged by UpmanyuBhanot from Delhi
had completely mesmerised us all. Shillong’s very own
Saptarshi Chakrabarty’s melodious crooning was an
apt accompaniment. The budding artistes lived through
it throughout their performance and swept the crowd
away in awe, leaving all women rejuvenated on her
strength and others to ponder upon.

The later part of the evening had transported us into
another realm by the thundering performance of Vidha
Lal and Abhimanyu Lal ensemble through their
Kathak recitals.

Students of Gitanjali perform at U Soso Tham
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Political Opportunism
THE political churning happening in Meghalaya to
reminds us of the clichéd phrase, “Old wine in
bottles.” The same corrupt people who have e
up our roads and defaulted on our water su
systems are going to re-enter the political arena
a change of uniform. In fact, the opportunists
looking for the safest way to be re-elected.

guestion remains an eternal conundrum: Will|tfs§

people of Meghalaya elect those who have let t
down again and again? Will they look for n
candidates with no track record of sleaze or
money be the final arbiter? Money power which

been repeatedly equated to ‘winnability’ has bgéh

the deciding factor for every election. Otherwise
would an illiterate businessman be favoured al
one who has a broader socio-political concern?
above all, why would businessmen and contrag

be given the opportunity to loot the system upfrorfii

Don’t we have ourselves to blame for giving ch
of the treasury to those with a propensity to put
hands in the till and for giving short shrift to candid

who do not have the financial clout to bribe the vote

The fault lies in the voters, not in the candidate
that is where the correction should start.

Very often the rural voter is blamed for the p
choice of elected representatives but that i
always the case. Even in the city there are candi

that win by sheer dint of muscle and money, bpth

And the arguments from the electors are o
bizarre. They elect an MLA who will serve th
personal interests; the collective and social inte

be damned. In such a situation the desire for chgggdg

is a futile pursuit. The same set of representat
with minor changes, will bounce back to occupy
of power in the Government. People of Meghal
are not yet ready to shake up the system. Whg¢
the next Government will be a better one is
guarantee. The faultlies in our inability to underst
that short term personal interests will and has alv
compromised the larger interests of the Stat
Meghalaya.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 1, 1989

Quake resistant buildings
imperative for NE

) High rise constructions gne of the most earthqua
in urban areas andprone region of the worlg
especially state capitals inscientists have evolve
the North East pose adesigns for high ris
potential hazard as thepuildings, he said. Th
North Eastern Region isproposed Shillong
among the 6th highly DevelopmentAuthority has
seismic areas of the world.peen set up with a view f{
This was tated by Prof S.restricting the growth o
Arya, Pro-Vice Chancellor of ynplanned high-ris

the University of Roorkee puildings, Mr Lyngdoh said.

while addressing the «
valedictory function of an
NEC sponsored training

10+2 to, rationalize
education”

programme  for  civil
engineers on earthquake Shtud?ntg f'hOUld shun t
resistant  design  of PAth of violence since

interferes with their academ
careers and hampers t
process of developmen
This was stated by th
Meghalaya Deputy Chie
Minister Mr D D Lapang a
the parents' Day function

buildings and bridges in
Shillong on Friday.

Mr Arya, who is also,
associated with the UN's
International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction

(1990-2000), said that it is\u “y1odern High School ir

time  for  concerned Shillong last week. M
governmental measures ' apang, who was the Chi

shift the emphasis from .
relief after the disaster toGueSt at the function, spo

awareness and preventive! th.‘fj g?Vt'SIf:[aSp'(;at'o?" t
measures before the natura‘?rodv' e E“a.' y education
calamity. In this context, ahd make it more ‘jo
State governments in thedriented” Dby ~providing
North East should utilize thevVocational training facilities
know how already availablet0 the students which h
and  execute all said, while reducing th

development schemes witthumber of aspirants’

inbuilt safety measureswhite-collared jobs wouldthrown into the burning fire severe health implications o

against earthquakes. Hdncrease the availability g
recommended that someechnical manpower.
engineers be sent to Mr Lapang also spoke (

Roorkee every year to dothe govt's plans to changé&ome to the crematoriumsights.

post graduates courses owver to the 10+2 system
earthquake resistanteducation to "keep pad
construction designs. with the rest of the country

Meghalaya Minister for Commending the School f
Urban Development, Mr A its service towards th
Lyngdoh, congratulated thecause of education in th

35 participants  from State, Mr Lapang hoed thaf!
Nagaland,  Arunachal,the teachers and parer
Tripura, Manipur, would make the best effor

Meghalaya and Centraltg educate their children and?

Government organizationsmpressed  upon  th
and said that the need forlgidents to work hard i
scientific designs can hardlyyrder to "face life's

be overemphasized in thisshg|ienges successfully a

Rahul Gandhi was candid in his
interaction at Berkeley

Congress- Vice
President has to take
forward this approach

A

Rising to the Challenge
of a Liberal Faith

in one word it would be
‘Love.’” Love the Lord

ayThe Unitarian Union or
‘}221 Senglang ki Nongmane By H.H. Mohrmen
Wi Blei’ as it is known in your God and love youf
psi is celebrating its 130thdifferent religions to_helpsand they are called ki dkhot"eighbours as you lov
anniversary on  the them have an enriching lifeka board or board membersyourself, said he and Re
OPBptember 18, but theand also to use Holy But the Unitarian church David Edward Lapasan
asion also raisesScriptures of different worldin the Khasi - Jaintia Hills (the first native Unitarian
\@G stions whether thereligions to enhance theirand Karbi Anglong is yet {0 be ordained a ministe
dikeral church has lived upworship experiences ando make public its stancell the early 1900) in one o
to its values and principles.make life more meaningful. with regard to is hymn describe
Ye first church in the

By Harihar Swarup

o

=>—<

The BJP leadersministers P.Chidambaram
including Prime Minister and Jairam Ramesh, to break
rNarendra Modi are the back of the agitation in
fdetermined to make Rahulkhe state “for nine years”.
5 Gandhi a leader by keeping~or him, then, to stand back
the Congress Vice-Presidenhow and assume a safe
in focus. Credit also partly distance from the Congress
goes to governmentfailing and failure, does not

But irrespective of its contemporary LGBT issue.Unitarian church as, 'Kz
ion was started on thisnumbers, the church whichBenjamin Lyngdots article Niam ieit i'u Blei, ieit i'u
day in the year 1887 andhas ‘deeds not creeds’ awhich appeared in ThePriew’ (A religion that
Rultaneously a schoolanother of its principles, Shillong Times a few weeks!0ves God and loves man)blunders that seem to haveeem proper.

s started which was aptlyfocuses more on improvingback asked a very importantt: Paul himself illustrated infused a new life in Rahul Be it dynastic politics or
:Q@med Unitarian free schoola person’s life and inquestion, ‘What will the the significance of love Gandhi's otherwise not sothe Congress’s credibility
pilicause it does not teachieaching out to others whachurch do when gay orWhen he says ‘now abideimpressive political career. crisis on corruption and
Catechism nor did it haveneed their help and supportesbian couples approachn faith, hope and love, Itis not often that Rahul secularism, or its lack of
I'E?ﬁ/ Bible class or impart anyand see it as their mairthe church to sanctify theirthese three, but th ,Ga“dh' is taken seriously.deliberative capacity, Rahul

gious teachings to its obligation in life. They also bond into wedlock. greatest of these is love’But last Monday (Sept 12)Gandhi is part of the

It may be mentioned that(! Corinthians 13:13)) at the University of Congress problem, and in

‘Love bears all things] California, Berkeley, he fact, more responsible for it

love believes all things| played the role expected othan most. Leadership is

hopes all things, endurgshim. It was not the Congressabout taking ownership
all things, love never fails| Vice-President as seernwhen things go wrong.

(I Corinthian 13:7-8). before, reading a prepared Rahul had doubtless put

The Unitarian church script with manufactured up a spectacular
which also proclaims 1 indignation. He appearedperformance at Berkeley

A5 to why in spite of more during his time initiated aabout lesbians and gays‘love is ’the gospel of this relaxed. Shedding pastout, one wonders, why he
hurch’ already has ainhibition, he said, he wastchose a foreign country to

[@An hundred years ofmove against the selling ofwhen | was introduced to® - h ) )
istence, the growth of theillicit liquor when he was the issue in 1989-90 inStrong — foothold 1ol ready for the job of Primetalk about India's internal
t‘E%ilurch in terms of numbersappointed the Dewan ofEngland, and like any otherSUPPOTt  the = LGBT| Minister, ~ subject to problems. This is not a
hiesery small. The growth of Hima Khyriem in the late person  when  first community in the s,tat organizational elections.healthy practice. How
this church which has eighteen hundreds. introduced to the subject,and after the, Hon’ble with an image persistentlypeople of California are
fespect for other religions’  Unitarian church is my initial reaction was, SLIJ_preme Cqurtslarr:dma_ smeared through a campaigeoncerned about India’s
pne of its principles isperhaps the first in the historyThis is a western problen’, " mg? on lp{]“’ag%" tf erehl of calumny run by the “BJP'sproblems? ~ Had the
numerically small when of the churches inand ‘We don’t have such® !€gal hurdie or the abuse machine”, it is notCongress vice-president
compared  with church to reach out to theeasy for Rahul Gandhi andtalked of what he spoke at

others Meghalaya to ordain apeople in the region’. But :
gﬁcause unlike peop 9 ommunity and supportthe Congress to do theBerkeley, in India, the

otherwoman as a pastor who aftewhen my friends suggeste : o g 0 > S
urches, it does nother training at Meadevillethat | go back home and hem in their fight for their repair job, reignite passionimpact would have been
protelytise. The reason is as.ombard

Theological Iookcarefullythenlrealized\rl\'/%?éi' é 'ri]%?rglogzgr%h and reinvest in a winninggreater. Prime Minister
G.N. Marshal stated in hisSchool, ~ Chicago  wasthat it is only natural to dogma(s) or any Hol work culture. Modi too had made the same
@3@@_ Here is a church thatappointed as a minister in théhave members in the The Modi government mistake—of talking about

gRes not convert but merelyUnion. Of course, before Rewcommunity with different tScrtlﬁturg_lst ftree tfo l'Ste, has made mistakes, yet théndian's internal problem—
0 the diCtate of one$ Opposition looked too slowin a foreign country and for

conscience and suppoftang lethargic to politically that he was criticized.
Jhose who are neglectedexploit them. For instance, A war of words erupted
and marginalised. the GDP has taken a two pebetween the BJP and the
Speaking about thecent hit because ofCongress over Rahul's
demonetization. This isattack on Prime Minister

O
Oy

students with an objectiveconsider speaking out and
dyconvert them to their fold. fighting for what they think before Benjamin’s article,
' é] one of the church’s is right, against all odds ashis column had in 2009
Qebration, the chief guestanother of their duty. Hajomcarried an article on the
mdthe occasion the thenKissor Singh Lyngdoh issue of LGBT rights titled
De

0y

uty Chief Minister of Nongbri the founder of the‘Standing on the side of
halaya BM Lanong church in the Khasi Jaintialove’. | have had my fair
7sed a pertinent questionHills and in Karbi Anglong share of misconception

receives those who come tdDarihun Khriam, the Union sexual orientation.

i®door seeking acceptancealready had Rev Annie It may also be mentioned
.. Underpinning its stance Margaret Barr who was therthat the Unitarian churche
Un the principle  of the official representative ofin both England and USA

@ssgecting individual faith, the British Unitarian working were and are still in the gle’ of the church

the church not only in the region, but Kong Barrforefront of fighting for the A . CK on
ceHdburages mixed marriagesaw  herself as  anrights of the LGBT -lrJ?lleth?I%rr? inp?ﬁéerlas | what Dr. Manmohan SinghModi in his address to the
ween its members andeducationist and a sociatcommunity and the

century said :‘Let us have
a church that dares imitate
the heroism of Jesus, seel
inspiration as he sought
it, judge the past as he;
act on the present like
him; pray as he prayed;
work as he wrought; live

their spouses who wish toworker than a missionary.Unitarian churches in
@lRin their religious Khriam is therefore the firstEngland were the first to
A géiation prior to the native woman to break themarry gay and lesbian
Wétlock, but its ministers glass ceiling and become theoupies in their churches
Sty officiate at many suchfirst ordained minister but if when it was legalised
marriages across the Khaspender equality is what werecently. But surprisingly,
B¥htia hills. The church doesare looking for, Unitarianthe church here s
difexcommunicate any of itschurch is where women aremaintaining a mute silencezs he Jived. Let ou
members for maying a treated at par with men. on the issue. When | aske
Vy8ner who does not Not only can women bethe President of the Unionihe soul as the limbs fi
epﬁ(fng to the same religionministers in the church butRev D P Pariat about thege bodf/-growing out 0
ard it does force its memberghey can also be elected ashurch official’s stance onijt growing with it. Let us
to forcefully convert their members of the churchthe issue of LGBT, hishave a church for the
spouse to their own church.committees, the highestresponse was ‘that weynole man: truth for the
Therefore one will find that decision making body in thebelieve that we are childrenmind, good works for the
there are several inter-congregation. The term use@f God.’ hands, love for the heart;
denominational or inter- for the members of this The other principle of and for the soul, tha
religious marriages within committee is also gendethe church is dignity of aspiring after perfection
the church. sensitive and rather thareach and every personthat unfaltering faith in
Some people perceivecalling them Rangbahtherefore it is duty boundGod, which, like lightning
being liberal and tolerant Balang, they are often calledor the church to fight for in the clouds, shines
towards other religions as‘dkhot ka komiti balang’ the rights of individuals prightest when elsewhere
@veakness. They assumewvhich is more genderand his or her freedom ofit is most dark.’
,that this happens becausénclusive. Even at the highesexpression. The question A liberal church is
dhe church does not havelevels of ‘ka Senglang kithen is, why is the churchtherefore called to rise up
efirm principles and hence itsnongmane wei Blei’ which isshying away from its to the challenges of the ) ¢ : _
emembers  too lack the union of the Unitarianresponsibility? Unitarians contemporary society andd®Wn" work style but how on foreign soil while the
jcommitment. But the churchchurches in the regionalso believe Jesus to be ongddress the issues with|dS 1€ congress different? IltsCongress hit back, holding
considers it as its strengthwomen have the same rightsf the greatest teachers anglear conscience as one ish'gh Comma_lnd cultu_r_e_ haSMo_d| guilty of insulting
cand encourages its memberss their male counterparts talso accept as true that ifjiven to understand it andOften come in for criticism. India abroad. “The fact that
fto look for wisdom from be the members of the boartlis teaching is summed upwith great love. Intra-party democracy is nothe chose to belittle the Prime

N exactly throbbing in the Minister is not surprising, in
TO THE EDITOR

I Congress. Rahul's initial fact, it is expected”. The 1&B
Disgusting, Cruel

Once again it was a surprise at
Berkeley to see Rahul candidly
accepting that the Congress has
become “arrogant” after 2012
and stopped conversing with
ordinary people. He also
admitted that Modi was a
better communicator than him
and even praised the PM’s
“Swachh Bharat” and “Make
in India” initiatives.

had predicted. Yet thestudents of University of
Congress did not go to townCalifornia, Berkeley. The
with it. At Berkeley, Rahul BJP accused Rahul of
did mention Modi's “top- *“trying to belittle” the PM

efforts to broaden theminister Smriti Irani told
Congress base and breakeporters “after failing to
-~ the stranglehold of it from aconnect with the people,
cost and State Share is Rty - of  established Rahul chooses a platform of

In a country where the it will also help prevent any being 90% of the projeqt
dead body is treated withkind of convulsion.

e and Inhuman honour and respect while Yours etc., 0.34 crore (Rupees thity, “r. . . _ _ (
U Cremation  Sgmatng or buving, the 3.3 Syl four i oniy). Thel Bol\e2r STLES e fepeconenience for beting i
c remation arrangement at the Electric Shillong -5 project is beind |2id to rest VOPEO ents “the C

he Crematorium, Barapathar to implemented by the Once égain it was adefe%vgjz\éer' thu?ngfﬁds
t. Editor, inter the dead body into the NEC Industries & Commerce surprise at Berkeley to seeattacked Irani for being an
e On September 16, 2017,fqrnace. appears so e Dept., Govt. of Manipur; Rahul candidly accepting*apologist’ for Modi. “It is
fwhile  attending  the disgusting and barbaric. ReJO”’]der (i) NEC has so fa that the Congress haghe present Prime Minister
t cremation of a relative at theForty eight hours later | am released 2 (two) p

become “arrogant” afterwho is guilty of insulting

viElectric Crematorium, still shocked and shaken with installments totaling RS

Editor, 2012 and stoppedindia on foreign soil. It is
Barapathar, | got the shockfear when | recall that moment Under a news item2'59 crore (Rupees t Cconversing with ordinary wrong to accuse Rahul of
of my life when | saw how when the dead body hits theh ; » crore fifty nine lakhs only le. He al dmitted th ; . . '
sthe dead body was interreded hot grills of the furnace. he@dlined “Rs. 10 croregt “which the last Mol oas - o batt ef‘f‘sagggﬂﬁ?‘d If‘gyt;‘i'r?%g‘t’gcg
énto the furnace. Those wholn fact, I cannot fathom the SWindled: Manipur jnstaliment of Rs. 1.23 g- tag Y

communicator than him andthe streak of intolerance and

Speaker” under North-
e2p crore (Rupees one Crofe, en praised the PM'scriticism by the BJP and the

witnessed - .
d-ast Briefcase at page 4 ifyenty three lakh only)

bDhave
‘cremation at this venuenear and dear ones of th

anyfeelings and emotions of th

. . . i . Swachh Bharat” and ”
bwould agree with me if | say deceased when they W'tnei\%ou{ esbteelrgegocligll}t/ hOfwas released in June 2037%y0.6"in India” initiatives. g(reensigpt Con%?gggnnr:;éér
that it is a sight | would neverthat moment because | know>€PEMbEr Lo, - 1Na%n fact, we have beePrpoi e artic

ulated theAnand Sharma said.
ruling party’s failings as Irani also took on Rahul
never before: revival of thefor his remarks that
Kashmir problem, creepingdynasties were common to
violence in society, the all political parties. “A failed
killing of independent dynast today chose to
journalists, ill effect of speak about his failed
‘demonetization and lack ofpolitical journey to U.S.
would like to place the | jobs --- issues benefiting anindian democracy gives
following on recpord: gg(:w?%e;ﬁsu?;tew\?vrilt(ﬁ ”']Opposition leader. Berkeleyopportunity to merit and is
(i) At the request of the ould mark a new beginningnot beholden to dynasty”,
ovt. of Manipur, NEC had amount of funds releas cEoth for Rahul and his party.she said.
anctioned a prbject titledg\) erﬁge Implementing Rahul has been vice- The I&B minister said
‘Special Type of Pottery gAS gén be seen fromPresident of the party sinceRahul’s  remarks that
and Stone Chip Allied tnhe facts above the20L3: but by his owndynasts and dynasties were
roducts Production atggatement that Rs. 10 cropddiSSion, he has beenhe fulcrum of democracy
ungbi, Ukhrul District, pas been swindled  jePlaving a larger and key rolewere an anomaly as she
anipur” at a total project f5ctyall incorrect| for much longer than that.went out to point out the
cost of Rs. 3.42 CroresMoreov}ér this is  an esponding to a question omodest back grounds of
(Rupees three crore forty, . o Kashmir, forinstance, Rahul President Ram  Nath
ongoing project under qjaimeq 'that he had workedkovind, Vice-President

. t lakh | in the ; ; h
ﬁsee that the dead body iswill not only allow the near err?angial \;)ena?’)z(;’i&ligwplergentat:col\r/]l by theé«penind  scenes” andVenkaiah Naidu and Prime
tate Govt. of Manipur. “silently” along with the Minister Modi and argued

literally pushed or thrown and dear ones of theq, of this NEC's share is Yours ete : h _
to a burning furnace with deceased to celebrate thgys 308 crores (Rupees Gautam Chintos men hPrlrg_e o MISISIQI’ tEe'y rose (c:gAtge b.as;s of
anmohan Singh and uniontheir merit. ervice

been alleged that Rs. 1Qnformed that the last
crore meant for opening anstaliment is yet to be
mechanized pottery um%eleased to the

s ever like to recall in my life that they are still high on
ebecause it can be likened temotions. But my worst fear
ca doomsday apocalypticis that a flash of this moment
oevent where a person isat the crematorium can hav
n
fof hell. As it happened, afterthe near and dear ones of th%
the dead body was carrieddeceased as well as on thos

foy friends and relatives fromwho cannot stand such

as been swindled andmnlementingAgency b
hat the fund was release hepGovt. of gMgnipuil; y
y the North Eastern i As per the progress
ouncil. reports submitted by Go

In this connection, We ot Manipur, the physicall

hivith love, care, honour and My humble suggestions
despect, the precious finalto the management of theG
 moment of interring it into Crematorium, Barapathar isS
ythe electric furnace, whichto make the arrangement
can be witnessed from themore friendly by taking
iewing gallery by all the examples from crematoriums
Lpear and dear ones of thelsewhere where the dea(ﬁ
tdeceased, presents a sorrigody is slowly lowered to the y,
and painful experience. Aselectric furnace which is
er the arrangement at thditted at a lower level beyond
crematorium, everybody canthe sight of the viewers. This

fed hot iron grills.

seismic region. In California, \ith confidence.”

! : ;
final moment of cremation but three crore eight lakh only) Adviser (BIT)
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“Tears shed for another person are not i
sign of weakness. They are a sign of a
pure heart.”
--- José N. Harris

The Shillong Times

Vol No: LX No. 40

Need for uniformity

THERE has been much airy talk but little action
years about legislating a Uniform Civil Code (UC
Social injustices that arise from the lack of s

'APassage Through Verrie
Elwin (1902 — 1964)

Northeast India in general
and the town of Shillong in
fidirticular in blessed with a

ost of magnificent history, eldest daughter Faith Elwin

Iture, life and events ofKharbuli, who is currently
Lisklny great personalities whgpursuing  her  doctoral

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2017

after his demise. Bu
Indian anthropology
continues to evolve fron

Elwin’s writings, evolved a this rich heritage and i
policy of national Vibrant — today. It
integration of the tribal contributes = to  th

By Sumana Paul

Bullet Train replaces
India-Japan Buddha Symbol

By: T.P Sreenivasan

The penetration of Chinayery detailed and specific in
Japan and South Korea intgupport of India’s economic
Asia, Africa and Latin Americareforms and projects such as

twas referred to as “silverMake in India”, “Digital
bullet diplomacy” or “cheque India”, “Skill India’ etc.

h book diplomacy”, as it was theindicating the readiness of

seconomic push that enabledapan to invest heavily in the
them to establish themselvegelevant areas. Even an area
in poor developing nations.of contention relating to

; - . . China continues to use théigher IP  standards
. . . . . . 1ave created a dent in theesearch in history in NEHU. ¢~ while encouraging Understanding that the> g - . '
aLe h . ; , ging . silver bullet to expandunderminin import of
uniformity are alltoo obvious in Indian society. Publigst glorifying the land inThis  is  how  my them to develop as per theif!istory of anthropology goonomic' and  political affordable ggneric Fr)nedicines

/ﬁgne form or the other. | takeunderstanding on Elwin
e opportunity to discusshegan. | am thankful to all of
nealerrier Elwin (1902 —1964),them for their academic
inent anthropologist ofpursuance and creating a
(ﬂéege%r;\st century, who tookunderstanding on one of th%

opinion, especially of a minority community, is sway
by ignorance and prejudice. This community is v
against encroachment on religious freedom, hee

genius. -
In the post independentp|aces- Elwin’s work help
era the Nehru-Elwin duothe readers to reflect
rovided the countrymenthe need to consider mul
five-point action plan asCentrism of anthropolog

of the fact that its opposition goes against equalityfi discipline of luminaries of the past. five fundamental principles @nd creativity. There i
. anthropology to gallant Born on August 29, 1902 ¢ developmen? CaIﬂedv\/onderful work and
the eyes of the law. The vote bank issue unnecessaibhts and wasin Dover, Kent, England, asygpyp's o o huge heritage everywhe

obtrudes on the debate. The Union Governme r‘fﬂ%gume”ta' in framing thethe eldest son of Edmundgpaeitormulated on the gthwaiting to be discovere

i o tribal policy of the nation Harry Elwin, an Anglican ithby others, especially th
now awaiting a Law Commission Report on UGat still bears testimony toBishop of Sierra Leone, who( ) ?;%b?gﬁgnlgffémtﬁv\yest_ pectaly

. . . . . nderstand the social andlied young of yellow fever _ .- . ; GKB also has certai
UCC will naturally be in conflict with Shana.. T_héylturgl dimensions of tribaland Minnie, Harry Holman gplnnc(;?all’essfrig]; L%ﬁ?;’?&;’s”mmgs also has certa
government has codified laws of Hindus, Christiasiglation in India. Verrier Elwin grew up in a piq ™ The " community defend Elwin's works

. . . . first came to know of modest environment of early Early in his career, Elwi

ains and Parsis. Itis true that many woragg i - development mode| Early e,
Sikhs, J . ha Yy WOrBRNh about fifteen years agotwentieth century England, joo” S <o o was  faced  with  th
are perhaps unable to exercise their rights even u

gh one of my oldeducating himself in . -

. ﬁ}:ﬂq@u‘aaintances (Dr. GautanTheology at Merton College?ﬁg;'%llockgugfeu;%?ie g?ﬁ#g;rrgg?mersthr%hst T

these codified laws. That chokes progress towatdsar Bera, henceforthin the University of Oxford, , 29 =20 2l 2 om e%and resolve at some poi
. : : B), sometime in the earlywhere he was Charles Oldha . b

UCC in respect of Muslims. It is however agregﬁt of this millennium, who University Scholar and 10! the tribals. There was How can | (VE) be moder

among all enlightened people that religious persdr#l just then published arMatthew Arnold Prizeman.

an over emphasis onand unique and true
OVe N : _
. article titled ‘Verrier Elwin: Securing first class degree isubjective factors, themyself'? In this context, i
laws should not dictate or regulate matters pertalliid Anthropologist with both English Literature and

attitude of the agents ofwas being Indian. Wh
. . . . e change, need formakes Elwin a gre
to marriage, alimony and inheritance. Of course,ifm‘:ggggfg?jour':al agna\Tn'égf)Flﬁr?ébaﬂ?%cuﬁS‘ﬁ%ﬁ?esymp%thv and ethnographer, beyon
guestion may arise that the BJP government atiibete to this great scholarOxford at the early age of '243:‘(?&?:22"'”& of the reaimerely an accomplien
, - i der thenly. obe ) . .
centre may not be in a position to pass a law|fhflS Senrenary, under aniy. In 1927 ’tﬂteth&f‘g;gifnz‘z’gr|p;pmlg he  country this puzle. Elvin found
1 el C inltan Anthropo|ogy, a CopyMerton College. par icularty n e.areaSVO|C? In cen ra. n |'a an
drawsaclear_lln_e between stgte ar.1d religion affe tm@iof e o . & Cory Mert Merton’ghe was doing Which were occupied bythe ‘flat technique’ tha
even the majority community. Hindutva pressui@  later publications well with a promising careertheI trllqbal pteohple. Elwi Wastm O?}E)OS,['t'Ionhto th
. - i H iri chose 1o nave elwin asvvestern lifestyle ne w
groups doubtless make one wonder if Ind@%‘“‘."e.d Passage througlahead when his spiritual | y
. . . o boriginal India: search — mystical rather tharf
secularism enshrined in the Constitution is inde

. focal point of trained in at Oxford. Th
ethenropological Profile of missionary — led him to come?ﬁsiuéls'(?“ ﬁ'”ci it is feelg:nedTm was a tropic
. . . I I d i ioi a WINn nhas pecom ountry
reality. On the other hand, Bharatiya Muslim Mah§' e Eiwin (2008) and anto India to join the newly
Andolan, a petitioner in the Triple Talaq case, w.

instead o
ited  volume titled formedChrista Seva SanghaYictim ~of = academic Western climate, th
aﬁtgnanticism Rememberedan Anglican Order, in Pune@mnesia, at least amOﬂ@Ub]eCtS were Indlgeno
the government to codify Muslim personal law. /, E t
iag i ot cinated me to understanehonk. Genealogically Indiachanged the definition ofpatrons and the technig
ltflies in the face of r.eason why restr_lctlorls ({ﬁ& great scholar who had avas not new to him since hisanthropology in India. was Indian in it
polygamy, grounds for divorce or rules oflnherlta]'m KB > wor esentac n
. : : main of India, especiallyLaban Holman worked for theVisually stunning; to the Western realis
should differ from one community to another in I'ﬁgcentral India and in thisEast India Company. Elwin'sacademically mind Elwin borrowed but nev
age of consent. Patriarchal societies created ungigugiing part of the country, mother, Minnie, was bornchurning that provides mimicked. His line an
. . that is referred to as nortfthere. food for thought and perspective had th
laws. It is not necessary to wait for the Ladst india. | had several During the period betweenattests that Elwin strikes asophistication tQ
Commission Report. The government and of academic1928 and 1932 he waschord with Indians andtransform indigenou
society should push forward the cause of U
without delay. Where is the room for debate?

{aunds
Igﬁycussions with my friendinvolved with the Indian Westerns. His fantastictribal life into high life.
LOOKING BACK

(2016).The

@€KB) on the tribal policy national movement as ancareer graph and legacyBeyond the academi
and its impact on educatiorassociate of Mahatma Gandh@re a result of his hardpeauty is the fact tha
vis-a-vis its progress overand was later advised bywork, inspiration, and the Elwin’s search for cultura
this long passage of timeSardar Vallabhbhai Patel tocourage to never take théndependence was takin
since its formulation andwork among the tribal peoplesame road twice. His booksplace simultaneously wit

May 1, 1989 inception in this country of the country. This wasare a compassionatahe fight for political
: under initiation by Nehru- probably the turning point in universe — they may bendreedom. It was the sear
La|tk0r \]AC Counters Elwin duo. As a resident ofhis life for associating with the laws of reality, yet theyfor the modern India
Shill t for the lastth ti His i tg tsare ethically sound identity. And, it was thi
illong town for the lastthe nation. His interests . . :
State GOVt release fifty years | had the dualcentered between Gandhians’ GKB has an idea that increasingl
The  Joint  Action govt. pride of understanding Elwindemand for assimilation of theunderstanding that theattracted GKB over an

Committee of Laitkor has The press release h | |
denied that it had agreed tetated that such rand he was laid to rest herespecially from the culture move in | th
the govt's proposal to set umgreement was reachg#ay back in February 1964modernizing India, or connected as well as in éeauty of his writings.
a regulated market or aetween the leaders of thén addition, | also gatheredmainstream freedom fightersparallel manner. But, more (Sumana Paul is

potato seed farm at the landoint Action Committee ang@dditional information on and isolationist demand ofimportantly, there is a senior faculty in Women's others,

earmarked for the now-the Meghalaya Minister gf Ewin from his daughter-in-the others such as BritishWestern view, especiallyCollege,

runs parallel across many:

were poet, was his resolution o

Verrier Elwin after fifty years (Maharashtra) with a seriousyounger generation. Inpopulation and rural rather
readingspossibility of becoming a reality, probably, Elwin than the wealthy Westefn

ied exposure in the tribamaternal grandfather William GKB finds Elwin’s work as representation, in contras,

gince his family stays heretribes among the Hindus,anthropological world andabove the ‘love at first oward a “free, open andn

influence in these countriesinto Japan was sought to be
while Japan has moved on tdealt with by a reference to
"a  more  sophisticatedpharmaceuticals as an area of
l-approach of developingcooperation.
mutually beneficial  The entry into force of the
cooperation in trade andagreement between India
commerce, leading to politicaland Japan for Cooperation in
eclout  for itself. The the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
unprecedented warmth of th&nergy was welcomed as the
welcome Prime Minister Agreement reflecting a new
Shinzo Abe received in thdevel of mutual confidence
home state of Prime Ministerand strategic partnership in
Narendra Modi and the widethe cause of clean energy,
ranging agreements reachegconomic development and a
there  showed thepeaceful and secure world.
extraordinary range andSimilarly, it was acknowledged
depth of India-Japan relationsthat outer space is an ever-
If the Buddha was the symbokxpanding frontier of human
Yof cordial relations betweenendeavour and welcomed the
tindia and Japan in the pasdeepening of cooperation
today it is the bullet train,between the space agencies
owhich has become theof the two countries in the
symbol of progress througt¥ield of earth observation,
ttechnology that the twosatellite based navigation,
tcountries have agreed tgpace sciences and lunar
qfoster. _ exploration.
q  PM _ ~ Modi's Any direct criticism of
“demonstrative diplomacy” China was carefully avoided,
broke all records in bothput the statement highlighted
language and body languagghe importance of peaceful
when he used all the possibleesolution of disputes,
superlatives for his “bestincluding through full respect
friend” and repeatedlyfor legal and diplomatic
embraced him. He put the soysrocesses, without resorting
and sweet visit to China, thao the threat or use of force,
I pains of demonetisation ancind in accordance with the
petrol prices and the generalniversally recognised
down turn of the economyprinciples of international law,
goehind him to roll out the rednotably the United Nations
carpet and to stage @onvention on the Law of the
roadshow to stress thesea (UNCLOS). The two
importance of the visit. ThePrime  Ministers  also
ullet train for which the reiterated their desire and
foundation stone was laid bydetermination to work
im and “Abe san” wastogether to maintain and
‘characterised as a reflectiopromote peace, stability, and
of the fast speed of India’sdevelopment in the indo-
economic development. Pacific region, in a thinly
The Joint Statementveiled reference to Chinese
issued by the two Primeexpansionism in the region.
5 Ministers was one of the mosBut there was no restraint in
extensive and forwardthe case of North Korea,
clooking documents signedwhich was condemned for its
trecently by India, embracingdevelopment of nuclear and
| all aspects of political, missile technology and its
conomic and culturalthreat of use of force.
L relations. Gone are the days India received the fullest
of the bitter exchangesendorsement of its concerns
rﬁetween India and Japan oabout terrorism when Japan
uclear non-proliferationjoined India to condemn, in
issues and today, nucleathe strongest terms the
cooperation is an anchor ofrowing menace of terrorism
the new relationship. Theand violent extremism. They
whole exercise was to movehared the view that terrorism
all its forms and

e

r

a sight' based on the lyrical prosperous  Indo-Pacific”, manifestations is a global

With a new partnership amongcourge that must be
India, Japan, the US andorcefully combatted through
as seen in theoncerted global action in the

Shillong| “Malabar” exercise in thespirit of “zero tolerance”.

aborted jail complex inState for Cooperation, Mrlaw, Mandy Elwin Kharbuli bureaucrats, and finallycolonial view that Indian pursuing research in| region, which has alreadyrhey called for Pakistan to

Laitkor as has been stated ip.S. Shylla at their meetin (wife of Elwin’s first son late rationalists such as Jawaharlanthropology endedtribal and cultural
W

a press release issued by thsh March 30. asant Elwin) and theirNehru, who had been readingsometime with Elwin, soon studies).

TO THE EDITOR

NEIGRIHMS
X-Ray unit

| was asked by the Doctor tolnstitute without waiting for Assam’s Barak Valley. | and rolling. The main Govt offices! People sa
get an emergency X-raya journalist to write a reportwonder what impression thewifference between the twothat  nowadays th
administered. When | wentand perhaps later for be suethave of this road and of ouiin terms of quality control contractors are grade
to get the "Urgent" X-ray for th?at? action. Government and particularlyare (a) the process in theand allotted works on th

pathetlc done, | was told, after a Yours etc. of the PWD. latter can be done only bybasis of their proximit
. waiting time of 40 mins that . Rajesh Dev  Now for almost a yeara highly  qualified with the ministers/hig
Editor, : the machine needs to be University of Delni, there is apparently somecontractor (b) it costs officials and not anymor
The Shillong Times cooled down for an hour as, Camp:Shillong renovation/repair work goingmore, but lasts longer. on  their capacity,
(Septomber 5, 2017) on e, conaucting 100 Xraye - on but In a very shoddy,  High quality Smooth ociemne or exmmaa,
functioning of NEIGRIHMS h';‘ge ngi/rglrrr]wge,atte%.mac'l'kl\?se Horribleroadto  unorganized manner. 'm onlyroads can be made withrhe Department

talking about the stretch fromthis process and can bggncerned
Demseiniong to completed at a faster pace;
NEIGRIHMS/NEIAH the WBM is a process where
national Institutes of healthmaterials are mixed on sit )
and family welfare which and involves lessefh?vg they rgackfle% asp(i)tle
many travel to. It has takenexpenditure but givesﬁ peing eadf ﬁ’. pt
nearly one year to work onmore scope for avmghearshanh al '?}9

the 2 km  stretch frommanipulation. They last S€€ ,g ough they hav
Nongmynsong to Itshyrwatonly one summer. This is€Y€S? Does our PWI
with no 'sign of completion athow the maximum numbern@ve only  mud ang
all because the road is totallyf roads in Shillong are Stones? _
(destroyed by the activities ofconstructed. The question Fortunately we can stil
the contractor. They have lefis who decides which reach that part of Shillon
the finished part to the mercyroads are to be done byia Umpling and Mawpat
of the summer rains andwhich process and onwhich have to handlg
moved on. That means, thevhat basis is the decisionheavy traffic. Hence the

has to proy
hem wrong. But are th
engineers listening o

and also subsequentcopling period”, that

rejoinders (September 12coincidently dovetailed the
2017 & September 14, 2017)ynch hours, was
from the authorities sypsequently raised to 2

representing the Medical(hours) with over a 100 more .
Institute. These reports andhatients still in the queue. Editor,

rejoinders came to Mywhen | questioned the  Thisroadis 5.4 kms from
attention only recently as ljystification for this action | Demseiniong junction and it
was away and withoutwas pertly asked to complainfuns 14 kms to join the
access to your paper. Hencgy the higher authorities if | National highway 44 at
this delayed response to &g desired. As | needed arPiengpasoh which
very — critical ~concern yrgent x-ray administered, | connects to Guwahati an
highlighted by  your had to rush to Woodland's Silchar. It also connects
esteemed newspaperHospital in the town to get it Shillong City to all the
NEIGRIHMS was done. Should this be thenational institutes like Indian

established with the hope ofguality of services and Institute of Management ; _ lc. He
providing top-notch healthf(r]nachiynes on offer at a(lIM), Institute ongoteI road will be repaired only aftermade? Thank God theroad condition in both

care services to people irpremier medical centre likeM a n a g e m e n t the whole stretch of the totasummer season is nearlyplaces has als
this hinterland. However itsNE|GRIHMS? This (IHM),Institute of Fashion !ength is completed. Haveover otherwise we would deteriorated. It leave
functioning has left much to regrettably is only a personalTechnology (IFT), North You heard any sensibleneed a boat to reachpeople with the choice o
be desired. A casual probeynecdote. A conversationEastern Institute  of Person do that? In fact thiNEIGRIHMS or the so driving over smaller
through the internet revealSyith other patients who had Ayurveda & Homoepathy road was repaired some yearsalled New Shillong! potholes or bigger ones
a number of deficiencies antcome from far flung areas of (NEIAH) etc and the long @90 along with the road Here again, | saw thewill the PWD pull up its
anomalies that plague thishe region revealed that theawaited Meghalaya around  Polo  throughcontractor who used togocks? Will the Chief
premier institute. | agree thatsupporting staff especially atAssembly building which, of Demseiniong, Pynthor andrepair this road every \jinister drive on this road
some of these can behe registration counter, course is yet to come up.Golflink. The difference summer end, equippedy; |east once? The who
attributed to the nasceniyere also often rude andfrom the look of the road it Petween the two roads is thawith only red soil and small gretch of 6 kms from
state of the institute. Butimpolite. does not appear importanthe Polo road was repairedpoulders to fill the pot pemgeiniong junction tc
most of them can be 't s unjust and immoral enough from the Statewith Wet Mixed MacAdam holes. Earlier he came withy £ A can be
ascribed to the quality ofthat a premier medical centrep\wwp’'s  and  Govt's (WMM) whereas the road toa jeep and a trailer, Now heolacktopped with WMM
service culture that is being funded by the taxpayers anobers ective. NEIGRIHMS NEIGRIHMS was done only uses a Maruti van which. . |
institutionalised at the embodying the h dhooh ' i i nearly reached its end lifel" JuSt a few weeks! |
embodying the hopeés anthas become operational avith Water Bound Yy appeal to the concerne

centre. desires of a whole region, pmawdianadiang from 2006 MacAadam. Stone Cycle carrying materials for .
Here is a personalshould offer such inferior gng is nO\?v intogits 11th year.aggregates used in WBM aréhe repair work! Where are""mh‘Jr't3.’dtO plegse rted(_ael
anecdote to bring home theseryices?. At present there arelarger in size compared tgthe contractors who used/©Ur Pride and not sin

NEIGRIHMS
(New Shillong)

caused flutters across thering to justice the
Himalayas. perpetrators of terrorist
The Statement celebratedttacks including those of the
the “Special Strategic andNovember 2008 terrorist
Global Partnership” betweerattack in Mumbai and the
the two countries and the2016 terrorist attack in
significant deepening ofpathankot. They looked
bilateral relations in the pasforward to the convening of
three years and the growinghe  fifth  India-Japan
convergence in the politicalConsultation on Terrorism
economic and strategicand to  strengthening
interests, based on the firngooperation against terrorist
foundation of common valueshreats from groups including
and traditions, as well as or\|-Qaida, SIS, Jaish-e-
. an emerging consensus oMohammad, Lakshar-e-
contemporary issues offayyiba, and their affiliates.
epeace, security and The strong partnership
> development. The Primepetween India and Japan to
r Ministers decided “to work seek permenent membership
htogether to elevate theirof the UN Security Council
, partnership to the next levelvas restated and support
) to advance common strategigas expressed for India’s
objectives at a time when thenembership of the Nuclear
)gl_obal community is facedSuppliers Group and APEC.
with new challenges.” The differences between
For  Japan,  whichindia and Japan on climate
professes to be nonchange were papered over
militaristic in its approach towith a commitment to the Paris
J security, the words used in thd\greement and related
statement on security in thénternational agreements. A
* Asia -Pacific region broke newlong list of measures for
2 ground. The statemenpeople to people is the icing
pledged to reinforce theiron the cake of a model
» efforts to align Japan’s Fregelationship.
sand Open Indo-Pacific  The new relationship
f Strategy with India’s Act Eastbetween India and Japan,
Policy, including through exemplified in the Abe visit
enhancing maritime securityreflects  Japan’'s  own
‘cooperation, improving emergence out of the US
connectivity in the wider security and foreign policy
Indo-Pacific region, umbrella, which had inhibited
strengthening cooperationjevelopment of relations with
Cwith ASEAN, and promoting India, in spite of many
discussions betweenrcultural and historic links. The
strategists and experts of thiacreasing threat from China
two countries and to enhanc@as added urgency to a
defence  and  securitysecurity partnership, which is
cooperation and dialogueslikely to flourish in the years
dincluding the MALABAR to come.
mand other joint exercises, (The writer is former
defence equipment andAmbassador of India and
technology cooperation inGovernor for India of the
such areas as surveillance andEA, Chairman, Academic
unmanned systemCouncil and Director, NSS
technologies, and defenc@cademy of Civil Services
industry cooperation. and Director General,

point. During a recent | am seriously considering : nt<WMM. But in f WMM. to repair roads at night andnto the ~morass o
emergency visit to theseeking Ieggl redressggeroglgwyatezéi%(?n%atlip]tesaggregalf[es caasnedo bindingduring holidays too? TheCOrTuption hook, line ang
hOSpltal (AUQ_USt 18, 2017)thr0ugh a PIL in the ngh hOSpital and 40% of themmaterials are premixed in a/vorkers who repair this sinker!

to seek medical aSSllstanCQ:ourt_ | request members ofcome from other batching plant or Concretejmportant road, start work YQUrS etc.,
for what seemed like anthe public to kindly express neighboring States with themixing machine and thenat 10 am and stop at 5 pm Name withheld on
ankle fracture, for my sister,?their experiences at themajority coming from brought to site for overlayingjust like babus working in request

The economic cooperatiorkerala International
sections of the statement argentre).
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“Festivals are fun for kids, fun for
parents and offer a welcome break from
the stresses of the nuclear family. The
sheer quantities of people make life
easier: loads of adults for the adults to
talk to and loads of kids for
the kids to play with.”

--- Tom Hodgkinson
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The police and the people

THE Bureau of Police Research and Development

has compiled data on the police force of the country.
Almost 21% of sanctioned posts are lying vacant.

That means there is one policeman for 663 people
while the ratio should be 1:518. 56,944 police
personnel are sanctioned for 20,828 VIPs. The list
of VIPs is no doubt bloated. 150 cops for a
population of 1 lakh-That is a lamentable situation.
Conviction rate in India was 47% in 2015. The rate

isjust 21.7% in the case of crime against women. In

the case of women, most accused are acquitted. All
this shows the incompetence of our police. Take the

case of prolonged and fruitless search for the

murderer of Shashi Tharoor's wife. The government
is largely to blame. It is argued that there should be

greater administrative autonomy in the IPS hierarchy.

Even Police Commissioners and Inspector Generals
have their hands tied with state Home Ministers

pulling the strings. The way the rape in Kolkata's

Park Street was executed is a glaring example.
Failure to create a staff police force has made

policemen on the job overworked and pitifully

stressed. In a study done in 2014, the Bureau of
Police Research and Development, 68% of surveyed

SHOS reported that their subordinates worked more

than eleven hours every day and 73% had to work
on off days. Non-conviction, refusal to register FIRs,

low conviction rates and above all, corruption are

the result. Police reform is still just talk. Meanwhile,
the police acted miserably in the recent outrage in

Haryana and Bengaluru. No wonder kangaroo

courts and khap panchayats rule the roost and deliver
instant justice. But can a democracy have a police

force that s still largely the rulers' police? The question

begs for an answer.

LOOKING BACK

May 1, 1989

Exit Hokishe Sema

Mr. Hokishe Sema is on
his way out. There are few
precedents of an outgoing
Chief Minister not being
con-sidered fit even for
member-ship of the new
Assembly to be next
constituted.

Nagaland goes to the
polls on Jan. 21 and the list
of Con-gress candidates
is out. The significant
omission in it is the name
of Mr. Sema and it appears

to be deliberate.

The ex-CM made all
possible ef-forts (a few like
observance of a bandh to
demonstrate popular
support behind him rather
ill-conceived) to get him
back in the reckoning but
obviously failed to mollify
the wrath of the Congress
(I)High Command which
belies even the party's
own pattern of working.

Life, death and suicide
in the Khasi thought

According to Khasi
thought, human life is
precious and honourable;
there is no place for honour
killing, prestigious head-
hunting and laudable self-
immolation in the Khasi
thought and practice. The
Khasis believe that human
beings are created by God
not out of the dust of the
earth, but in heaven before
the creation of the material
world, and they came down
to live on earth and to take
care of it. The sensible world
is believed to be as eternal
as the spiritual, and every
Khasi wishes that his clan
shall ever exist, and clan
members shall continue to
come to the earth through
birth and go to the spiritual
world through death.

But the Khasis never
surrender or commend any
of their clan members to
death however old or
terminally ill the person is.
They would go on finding
the reasons why he\she is
ill. Even if there is likelihood
that death would follow at
any moment, they would
never say that there is no
more hope. To say so, is
considered 'ka jingkren
sang' (sacrilegious curse). It
is only when all religious
divinations can no longer
reveal the reason of illness,
and all medical efforts and
religious sacrifices fail to
save a person's life, and he/
she finally dies, then the fact
of death is accepted.
However, they never say
that it is the will of God, but
that he/she was struck by 'ka
tyrut' which is a violent
spiritual force. Even when a
very old member of the clan
dies, the Khasis never say
that he/she simply died, but
it is because 'ba la pom ka
tyrut ka smer' (struck by ka
tyrut).In death of whatever
nature, the final act of
terminating a person's
earthly life is an act of ka
tyrut. That is why at the
death of every clan member,
when the sacrifice of 'u
Tarkrad-lynti' is performed,
declaration is made to the
effect that ka tyrut has
struck.

When a person meets
with a violent death called
'fap-tyrut', through murder,
accidents, childbirth, or
attacked by animals, it is not
only that he/she is struck by
ka tyrut, but that his/her
remains shall also be
haunted by it while his/her
spirit ~ wanders  about
without rest and abode. The
bones of clan members who
die of violent deaths can be
deposited into the clan's
religious cairn only after
purification through the

By Fabian Lyngdoh

ceremony of 'ka sait tyrut'so
as to drive away ka tyrut from
their bones and calling upon
their spirits to come and dwell
in them.

But in the case of suicide,
when man himself takes the
place of ka tyrut to strike and
terminate his own earthly life,
there are no religious
purification rites among the
Khasis; there are only
religious rites to guard the
living members of the clan
from the poison of ka tyrut
called 'ka raibi'. The spirit of a
person who committed
suicide is believed to merge
with ka tyrut. Hence, even if
the religious ceremony of ka
sait-tyrut is performed to
drive away ka tyrut, it would
be impossible as the spirit of
the deceased is believed to
have embraced it and become
its agent. Suicide by hanging
called 'sdien phasi' must be a
later phenomenon as it is not
mentioned in any of the
Khasi folktales. The form of
suicide that is mentioned in
Khasi stories is noh-fap’, that
is, to jump to death into a cliff,
or waterfall, or into a river or
in any other place where
people rarely visit so that the
question of retrieving the
body and performing
religious ceremonies did not
arise.

In Khasi thought suicide
was contemptible and
condemnable; it very rarely
occurred in the past, and
there is no mention of it in
Khasi mythology or
historical tradition as an
excusable and honourable
act for whatever cause. A fast
unto death for whatever
cause is 'ka sang' (sacrilege)
among the Khasis. Nothing
else is more important than
life, and 'to live' is the greatest
of all virtues. For the Khasis,
it is better to live somehow
than to die at all.

But today, we witness
increasing rates of suicide
everywhere in the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, and it seems to
occur more among the males
than the females. Last year in
one village in Ri Bhoi District,
three males and one female
aged between 15 to 20 years
died of suicide one after
another within two months.
And, close to a village where
I reside, last year a young
male aged 17 years also died
of suicide. Then in July this
year another young man aged
22 years also died of suicide
in the same village. Not long
after that, this month,
September, 2017, a young
man aged about 30 years also
killed himself and a week later
two adult men died of suicide

on two consecutive days,
and a young woman was
rescued by her aunt from a
suicide attempt while the
burial ceremony of one of
the men was in the
process. All these cases
occurred in the same
village. In another village,
last year a man was
rescued by his son from a
suicide attempt in front of
his own house. At the
beginning of this year, two
other adult men were
rescued from suicide
attempts within three
months in the same village.
In all these cases, suicide
was committed or
attempted to be committed
by hanging, and not by
'noh-fap'.

It seems that suicide is
now an epidemic. The
reason is not because of
the spirit of ka tyrut as

people of old believed, but
because  of  certain
sociological factors

prevalent in the present
society which social
scientists have to dig out.
I am one of those who
believe that suicide is not
in the natural instincts of
animals or human beings.
It happens only among
human beings because of
sociological factors. The
society is supposed to be
the fountain of love and
the bedrock of physical,
mental and spiritual refuge
for every individual. If the

suicide rate in any
community is on the rise,
it may indicate the

existence of two important
factors. The first is that, the
fictitious self-image with
unlimited freedom and
aspirations which does not
concur with reality has
been fraudulently created
among the people. The
other factor is that, the
nature of society as the
fountain of love, and the
bedrock of physical,
mental and spiritual refuge
is diminishing by the day
despite claims of pastoral
and institutional care by
various religions and
churches. Growth of faith
in any religion or church
denomination does not
mean only the increase in
the number of registered
members and the grandeur
of religious celebrations,
but it means much more in
the strengthening of love
in the human society
where members, in solitude
or in collective living, find
physical, mental and
spiritual refuge.

I would like to put up a

few points to ponder on
what is happening in our
society today. I have
observed in several cases
of deaths by suicide,
cows, pigs, chicken and
fish were slaughtered for
a feast-like gathering to
celebrate the event, and a
beautiful coffin is made
and adorned with
numerous wreaths to
honour the deceased. If so
much honour is bestowed
upon a person for
committing suicide, would
not other lovelorn
individuals, wearied of life
and drained of hope,
aspire for such honour
though it is not in life, but
in death? It seems that a
kilogram of chicken is too
costly to celebrate the
birthday of a son or
daughter, but all sorts of
meats are affordable to
celebrate a suicide. I have
also noticed in a number
of burial ceremonies,
where the local
community church
leaders, after performing
the religious rites,
casually declare that the
soul of the person who
died of suicide has gone
to heaven. In a situation
when, to the perception of
the young hearts, the
world has become like
hell, would they not be
encouraged to go to
heaven by committing
suicide? It is real foolery
to believe that the
performance of certain
forms of prescribed
prayers and hymns would
be sufficient to determine
the destiny of a person to
heaven or to hell.

Though we have no
concrete scientific
evidence, it would be
healthy and good if
authorities of whatever
religion or  church
denominations take
serious note of these
realities to instruct the
local community leaders
to differentiate between
normal death and suicide,
and not to perform
pompous religious burial
or funeral ceremonies in
case of suicide be he/her
of any clan or kur, so that
young minds and hearts
might not perceive suicide
as honourable, and
spiritually rewarding. Let
those who are alive take
more care of the living, and
let God take care of both
the living and the dead, so
that the menace of suicide
would not plague the
human society.

TO THE EDITOR

Value of soul
over soulless

body

Editor,

After reading the letter
titled, "Disgusting, cruel and
inhuman cremation" (ST Sep
15, 2017) I have to agree
with the writer about the
manner in which the dead
bodies are being handled in
some crematorium. This
portrays the lack of
sensitivity in the
management and labourers
involved since for them it is
just a chore. Indeed the act
needs to be condemned and
those who manage the
crematorium should
inculcate a basic affable
attitude towards their duty
considering the deep
emotional attachment of the
family members with the
deceased.

Before proceeding further
I just want to make it clear to
the writer of the letter that
the following views are not
meant to contradict his
thoughts but a general
overview of some acts we
witness in our daily lives.
The writer's letter opens up
a new window of thoughts
for me, on how we value life;
the dualism of our attitudes
towards the dead and the
living. These are some of the
questions contradicting my
own moral attitude. In rural

areas we often witness
people coming from far away
distances to attend funeral
rituals with no real emotional
or familial bonding with the
deceased. The moment they
see the dead body they start
crying and shed buckets of
tears as if on cue. And when
they are done with such
rituals they appear normal
and start having normal
conversations. Tears are
usually connected to strong
emotions. We shed tears
when we are overjoyed or
very sad. It is not possible
to release tears under normal
circumstances unless one is
an actor. So kudos to our
ladies for performing an act
that defies science.

The other ritual I witness
is when a sick person is
hospitalized. He/she is
bombarded with visitors
bringing with them loads of
food items when the patient
can barely swallow a morsel
fo food or digest it. A more
painful habit is when the
patient has to strain himself/
herself to converse with the
visitors, especially those not
very familiar to the patient. |
believe a patient is
hospitalized in order to heal
quicker and to have mental
and physical rest. In fact the
best hospitals restrict
visitors since the patient is
the whole focus here. The
sick need more of medical
attention and less of putting
up with visitors.

I assume with these two
contradicting thoughts of
mine, some might consider
me as lacking in sentiments
for the dead and the ailing. I
welcome an open,
constructive debate which
will give us food for thought
and help develop the spirit
of inquiry. Personally for
every action I take, think or
follow, I focus on this word
"WHY" rather than "WHAT
or HOW". WHY not provide
a larger scope to understand
and develop a strong
foundation for our cognitive
domain? When we are
questioned we can clearly
put our thoughts before our
opponents logically. WHAT
or HOW is highly unstable
and in fact gives wider room
for corrupting our thoughts
and action, since we tend to
follow randomly the
established acts devoid of
any reasoning or rationality.

Coming back to the point
of raising the above
questions, my answers to my
fellow readers and friends
who might be discomfited
by the questions is to raise
more questions. Have we
spent enough time with the
deceased when he/she was
still alive? Have we given
enough time to visit our
family, friends, and relatives
when they are not sick and
presented them  with
abundant gifts? Have we
shed tears together and
supported the less fortunate

during their bad times? Have
we translated our spiritual
and religious life to practical
everyday experiences of
developing empathy? In this
tight and busy life, we might
question the possibility of
managing time, but the
answer lies with how we
prioritise our time. If we value
something we can always
make time and develop a
hierarchy of priorities, with
the one we value the most at
the top. The fact is time will
always be the same but
priorities may change
depending on our taste and
affinity.

In this digital age we have
gained a lot but we have lost
a lot too. The quality time of
being physically in touch
with each other is corroded
by social network, helplessly
enslaving us to rely on
gadgets to maintain our
relationships. How can we
hold to ransom our golden
bonding with our close ones
merely on a decade old
technology?

To conclude, in this letter
we can pick up two important
thoughts. One it to give time
to exhibit our love and
respect when a person is still
breathing (A breathing soul
not a lifeless soul) and when
they are still aware of our
presence  rather  than
thronging the rites of
performing rituals with the
lifeless body, when the soul
can clearly sense the faux in

our heart. Secondly, the
importance of rationality

and reasoning to
strengthen our
understanding and if

required to question and
correct the age old faulty
rituals. A famous quote
from Albert Einstein says,
"If I had an hour to solve a
problem, I'd spend 55
minutes thinking about
the problem and 5 minutes
thinking  about the
solutions". His 55 minutes
is well spent in solving the
WHY part and the 5
minutes on HOW. The
importance of WHY is to
develop a rational mind
which can potentially
solve many bad practices
in our daily lives.
Yours etc.,
Sonie Kharduit
Shillong

Looting the
public with
exorbitant y
parking fees!

Editor,

Parking fees in Shillong
vary according to location
and authority. On
September 17, 2017 1
parked my car on the
roadside at Motphran near
Pynursla Indica stand for
roughly about 20 minutes
but surprisingly the

parking attendant charged
me Rs.30 to which I
protested. He explained
that the charges are Rs 30
per hour for four wheelers.
To avoid any further
arguments I just paid Rs
30 but I asked for a receipt.
The receipt bears the name
Mylliem Syiemship. My
question is why different
parking lots are charging
different rates in Shillong?
And since when has the
Mylliem Syiemship been
given the right to collect
parking fees? At the
MUDA and Municipal
parking lots one is
charged Rs 10 per hour for
light vehicles (private) so
why is the Mylliem
Syiemship charging an
exorbitant rate that is three
times more than MUDA
and Shillong Municipal
Board ? What is the actual
rate per hour of the
Mylliem Syiemship? Do
we not have government
regulated parking fees in
Meghalaya? Or do we
allow the attendants to
charge at their own whims
and fancies? Personally I
don't have any problem in
paying parking fees but I
should pay the right
amount; not more, not less.
Will the Government
authorities look into this
anomaly at the earliest?
Yours etc
Manuel Carey Lymba
Shillong 08

Change!
When will 1t
come?

By Michael Makri

Leadership in
Meghalaya, whether in
politics or religion is stale.
Stale as in out-of-date. This
is probably because we live
on drama. I am not just
talking about our love for
Hollywood soap operas or
Bollywood serials or these
days Korean serials that
make sure we are glued to
our seats at specific times
of the day. I am also referring
to how as a people we
perceive reality on politics
and religion in our state.

Meghalaya's  current
situation is similar to the
Hollywood serial, "Game of
Thrones." Corruption,
poverty, political dynasties
and cunning alliances are
everywhere. Apparently,
the current dispensation is
perceived as unable to fulfill
the promises it made when
it started out in 2013. Mining
and NGT, trafficking of
women, drug menace, bad
roads and communication
in rural villages, price rise of
basic commodities, GST,
traffic congestion in the city
etc. These are but some of
the heartbreaks that beset
us, so that social media
outbursts are become the in
thing. And as in our beloved
soap opera, we have a need
to paint someone or
something as a villain.

And similar to what
happens in our serials, from
somewhere, our hero should
arise. We have a roster of
heroes from which to
choose. We have the likes
of Mukulji, Lapangji,
Ardentji, Paulji, Ronnieji,
Donkuparji and Shibunji
vying for the iron throne,
with their promises of
deliverance from the
plagues afflicting this state;
each promising what will be
a brighter future if they end
up on the judgment throne.

This is not a problem per
se. In fact, I am quite happy
that finally, our people are
showing as much
enthusiasm in choosing
their leaders. What I am
afraid of is how most of the
leaders are clinging on to
power and are not ready to
share responsibility. What 1
am afraid of is the number
of different portfolios each
one is holding on as if no
other citizenry is capable of
discharging it. What I am
afraid of is their greed for
power. This shows their
insincerity. They are afraid
that someone will know their
wicked deeds if they share
power and responsibility.
The more power they hold,
the more wicked they
become because they can't
perform any of their duties
well. This is evident in the
lives of so many leaders in
our society, be it politics or
religion. Please remember,
the problems that we face
cannot be solved by just
one man or woman alone.

The truth is, if we are to
move forward as a society,
there must be collective
action from all strata, all
sections of society towards
a culture of discipline,
integrity, hard work and
excellence. Except for God,
there is no one-person
solution because the ills
that we face have been and
are being made by lakhs of
people living together in an
abode of cloud that shares
international and national
geographical boundaries
and cultural barriers that

invariably cause
misunderstandings in the
long run.

The state has had more
than 10 CMs - the first CM
Captain Williamson
Sangma. Probably he and
SC Marak are the only two
to complete a full term of five
years in office. We have had
11 elections but we are still
stuck in the dilemma of
mediocrity. What most of us
do not realize is that for
every election in the past,
there is a 'chosen one' who
we deemed capable of
saving the entire state. But

this only leads to heartbreak
because with this mindset,
the end result will always be
the same: disappointment.

We know full well that
when we cast our votes, we
are choosing someone who
will take charge in
determining our direction as
a state. But this does not
release us from performing
our more important duties
as citizens of this state. We
are misled by our belief that
the roles we play in society
are of less importance
compare to the role that
political leaders play.
Nothing is farther from the
truth. We can still be
something without these
messianic leaders, but our
leaders will be nothing
without us - the citizenry. Let
me tell you in all truth, no
matter whom we vote for, our
state will not magically
transform into a developed
state with poverty, crime, or
natural or man-made
disasters becoming things
of the past. All these
candidates cannot make this
state great on their own. The
future of this nation
depends on each of us that
make up this whole. It is we,
you and I, who can do
something for this nation. It
starts ~ with  thinking
collectively for the sake of
the future generation. It
begins when we think of
others as much as of
ourselves.

For change to happen, it
starts with children and
teens stopping to chase
after cheap thrills and
concentrate on improving
their skills so they can be
productive instead of merely
reproductive. It starts when
young parents plan their
families so that they can
provide for their children's
basic needs-and yes, this
includes quality education.
It starts when businessmen
do their utmost to
understand the financial
woes of their employees and
let these guide their
decisions. It begins when
pedestrians learn to walk or
cross in the proper lanes. It
begins when the formators
understand the formees. It
begins when drivers
observe traffic rules. The list
of what we, the citizenry, can
do to help build our society
is endless!

Leaders have failed to
deliver on their promises in
the past. But that is to teach
us how crucial is the
cooperation between our
leaders and the people. An
honest leader cannot make
the necessary changes if the
people remain resistant to
positive change, to
personal and collective
discipline, and to authority.
My hope then is this: that
whoever wins the 2018
elections, we will set aside
our biases and prejudices
and learn how to cooperate,
for once. And to the
candidates who win, I only
plead that you be the one
who has enough political
will to change the system
that has weighed down the
progress of our state for so
long.

For change to come, for
the better Meghalaya is
simple: competent and
honest servant-leaders plus
cooperative and
hardworking people. It is
difficult to come by because
the price to pay is to deny
our own instinct to go for
the easy way. But I would
like to think that we are not
gifted with this much
resourcefulness for
nothing. It is only a matter
of will as a people, if we
really want positive change
to occur. Whether change
is coming or not, we must
first ask if we are capable of
being the real-life hero of our
own in the grandest
Meghalaya soap opera in
which we'll ever stars: our
state's future, no less- "the
Scotland of the East".
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“Only in the darkness can you
see the stars.”
--- Martin Luther King Jr.

Water wars: Branmaputra
and Indo-China relations

water at the Great Ben
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N OVERVIEW OF

Modi-Abe Bonhomie
‘Japindia’ vs 'Chindia’
By Dr DK Giri

The India-Japan bilateraland Japan's Indo-Pacific
summit between Narendraengagement. There was an
Modi and Japanese Primeoutline drawn for building an

dMinister Shizo Abe was Asia-Africa growth corridor,

By Nawaz Yasin Islam

MUCH debate is centred on whether India shq
offer refuge to the Rohingyas who are fac
persecution in their home country - Myanmar.
first point is that Rohingyas are not refugees in Iry
They are illegal immigrants as much as

Bangladeshis who enter India illegally are. Rohing
have entered India primarily through our por
borders with Bangladesh in North East India

Bengal, in the same way that Bangladeshis have
over decades. Every country should have strict
and clear policies on how to deal with illeg
immigrants. Unfortunately India lacks clarity on t

towards China's aric
northern region is ye

O-SIAN RELATION
ngOn 1 April, 1950, India

[PRc country to establishin the Brahmaputra, whichwhile also providing for India. The
Eeople‘s Republic of Chinaof Arunachal Pradesh andegarding China’'s capacityup 30 per cent of India’
[BEme Minister Nehru visited Assam to the risk of sudderi0 create droughts at will, water supply. If Ching
X%{‘gna in October 1954.and huge flood.India is nowby storing water upstreamproceeds with the projec
hile, the India-China planning to build nearly twoin dams, during key it could significantly
PH& der conflict in 1962 was adozen  dams on  theharvesting seasondecrease both the quanti
asrdfious setback to ties; Prim@rahmaputra  and  itsdownstream in India. and quality of wate
inister Rajiv Gandhi's tributaries to deal with the The commencement offiowing into India.
ark visit in1988 beganflood problem. the Zangmo hydro-electric A SOLUTION ALONG
a\ghase of improvement in  The river's three namesdam by Chinain the middlerye | INES ~ OF
ailateral relations. In 1993,the Brahmaputra (India)reaches of the pANCHSHEEL TREATY
J&He signing ofan Agreement YarlungZangbo (Tibet), andY@rlungTsangpo  postApril 29, 1954, a lo
hi® theMaintenance of Peacdamuna (Bangladesh), refledBrahmaputra’s name inpaq changed with regar
and Tranquility along thethe complicated fabric ofChina) in 2008 further ; yhe noints discussed

issue. As a result many Rohingyas and BangladeshiSof actual Control (LAC) ethnic ~ groups andgenerated apprehensionsye ' incinles of peacef
taih the  India-ChinaInternational Communitieswithin - India. —India ., istence Respect f

have made use of our faulty official systems to ol ain e O a1 erceived it to be a step
orderAreas during Primeliving along Its banks. e
voter IDs and PAN cards. They then pass off @Sister Narasimha Rao-sBra#mapuﬁa flows throughtowards —the eventual S2Ch other should b

Indian citizens. How |0ng can India adopt sugtlyisit reflected the growingsome of the most heavilydiVerSion and drying up of
ability and substance indisputed and unstable ared§e Brahmaputra River.

R this codification signed
soft stance vis-a-vis its borders. It is time to seal imgteram%, in South Asia. China and Indi&China's withholding of

Peking. What cannot b
ignored here is th

borders and make it difficult for illegal immigrants to India-China relations, currently dispute 83,000 kmhydrological data, which it \* =" "o = 2 o
o though occasionally within the basin. Much of thedeemed its internal matter, - al and
Cross over because |t U|t|mat6|y means that |nC |§m\l|ng Signs of peace andboundary between the tW(pnly intensified g

orspeculation of the Comingenwronmental issues, t

heen afflictedby tension ancadministrative units that dovater conflict between the dams in Tibet, construct
Ghistrust. With the potentialnot shift with the rivers astwo states. The recentPy ~ China can
ipmake big contributions tothey change course or levedlocking of a tributary of disastrous for India at
regional ~ peace  andover time. the Brahmaputra amidstwhole new level. As
&8/elopment,these  two The border disputes havéndia’s revisit of the Indus highlighted by prominen
fsian powers have, byfurther fuelled misgivings Water Treaty (IWT) with glaciologists, the dam
design  or  accident,between the two neighboursPakistan, seemed to havéan unleash their fur
Hamselves been the sourcesspecially India's threatconfirmed Indian during earthquake or i

|l9fn regiona| tension perceptions regardingmjsgiVingS: Wlthln the the_WOI’StC&SG scena_ri
someChina’s leverage as the uppdhilieu of China’'s envisagedan intentional destructio

have to share scarce resources with non-citizeneooperation, have oftencountries is based

By deporting illegal immigrants India would n
be violating any international convention. We are
signatories to the principle of "non-refoulement” wh
a country cannot send back asylum seekers
country in which they could face persecution
various grounds. Rohingya Muslims are not asy
seekers as they did not apply for asylum in In
They have simply entered India illegally and set]

to

Heypamics, the interplay ofcan potentially be utilised agcorridor (CPEC) which India.
interests and moves of theian instrument of aggressiohinks its North-West  Rather than covertl

down. Were we to expel them to Bangladesh ff@@ighbours, and severaboth  politically ~ and Province of Xinjiang with acting to divert wate
tRiéernal powers would havestrategically against IndiaPakistan's strategicresources from on

|

ommunities from
ncreased flood hazar
due to climate change b
strengthening flood
management policies a
adaptation measures.

U

can only see a logical e
e wake of Indian _provu_jed . . an
Chinainstitutionalised
gmechanism of disput
management is adopt
a

r

D

where they came, we will not be endangerin
. y . . : g . g significant bearing on thebeing a lower ripariansouthern deep-sea port otountry to another, th
Muslim population which Myanmar identifies asquation and country. Added to this arecﬁlwaﬁv%f_,rany t:gkerlnglw[th protection of the share
Bengalis, to persecution. Even the non-refoulem@ftionsbetween them.  dynamics such as Climatéhe could result In resource of water suppl
i g_ P The search for waterChange, melting glaciers - ong€erious consequences fopjight be a focal point o
principle excludes those refugees who may pQsgsaurces in China and Indiaf the fastest in the world CPEC with many P?f its cooperation rather tha
danger to the security of the country in which thegs persistently been alepleting aquifers, constituent - sChemesconfiict. China and Indiz
d y y sdurce of tension betweerfluctuating precipitation dependent on the riversgq 14 work together td
are present. In the case of the Rohingyas thergm@vo countries. Chinesepatterns, heat waves angove[jed by _thﬁ treatyi_ Thlzprotect
mpole eviden that terrorist ar h ts to divert the waterexcessive flooding whichnéw dynamic has realigned,
ample d.e ces that terronst groups SUch as Hig ' ces of thehave aggravated existinghe strategic calculus of;
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army with links to Sau tahmaputra River awayhydro-political fault-lines. the rehglgn in glt_aneral and
Arabia and Pakistan are operating in the Rakff@" India will worsen a Expanding economies, waterlls hydro-pottics _In
i o P _ 9 sﬁ;tlon that has remainedntensive irrigation practicesparticular, enabling china a
province. Earlier in 2014 Rakhine was declarggase since the 1962 Indoand a burgeoning midd|es.tea_(¥.y encroa|((:hh Lljéi)on
i i i ina war. The meltingclass with increased domestiglgnificant stakeholder
key region fgrjlhad.by I_slamlc State Ieade.r, Abu B%l(*gciers in the Himalayas aslemand o alecpositioning within the
al-Baghdadi. Considering that no country in the Wpileksult of accelerating globakccelerated  the region‘é‘,egllorli1
. o ol i i t
today wants to shelter refugees, it would be naive&pate change will have aprogression towards one of M e
y . 9 dramatic effect on this river'sthe most water-stressedéservations, ]
the part of India to succumb to pressure from hufaier supply. hence Water-amagomsgonp_nuesb to defeng_ it
; i i X hina is historically regions in the world. position by contending .
rights aCtIV_IStS 0 embrac_e th_e thlngyas' Therg inéélved in river water CHINA'S RACE TO that it only plans to build between tr)]oth_ the Asi
to be a policy of Indians first in this country! sharing disputes with almosCHOKE ~THE  RIVER run-of-the-river dams for giants. The immedia
all its neighbours including SYSTEM electricity  genert et
LOOKING BACK Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam China's dam building andourposes with little impact growing dissent could b
May 1, 1989 and Thailand. . ' \
Brahmaputra river waterBrahmaputra River have alsglownstream. While notad i p I o m a ti c
Development plans of sharing is the majorpiqued India. A dam burst indirect threat to Indian communication, mor
. . flashpoint between India andviay 2000 in Tibet triggered aSecurity, run-of-the-river transparency by way g
WeSt GarO H|”S r6V|ewed China. China has beerflash flood downstream indams can however causell-year hydrological
. . . The Meahal Minister Puilding dams after dams inArunachal Pradesh causingrave ecological sharing of data an
The first review meeting e Meghalaya Minister o *5ner reaches of thavidespread loss of life andlisturbances in the longexchange of informatio
of the District Planning & for Community and Rural S g : d d th ding inf
. Brahmaputra which is calledkey infrastructure. India wag€rm and compound theregarding infrastructur
Development Council of Development, Dr R C Lalog, O . X .
West Garo Hills for the who was also presen Tsangpo in Tibet. India hasnfuriated. A lack ) A
cUrrent vear which wasstressed  the need fopPiected to it but there hasydrological data meant Indighe one in Uttarakhand inin the long run, howeve
residedy over by theincreasing the tempo gf°€en no formal treaty ovewas unaware of the2013 which was triggeredpoth the countries alon
R/Ieghalaya Ministr—),\/r for development activities andharing of the Brahmaputrapproaching floods. Theby @ cloudburst. with Bangladesh need {
Power MrAtul C Marak who threw light on the means giVater. event further raised the The 'Grand Westerndevelop effective ant
is also the Chairman of thesolve the internal problems Further, China has notspectre of frequent flashVater Diversion Rlan .by innovative frameworks o
Council. of development blocks. | been forthcoming in sharingfloods and additional siltingChina aimed at diverting resource management.
NEIGRIHMS Ztoar;eamnents_”ina}]t]eectpliggctribgs of Northeast in Warjri (Spokesperson)Deportmen.t_. During theespecially the studen
h | | nai dWI lationshi particular. They come to this NRDA (NEIGRIHMS ' tenure of Tining Dkhar aswho pass through th
should learn to \I/Jv?wtilcehnit;, OfOCrtiCr;]rergoarl]téZ?sf(I)Frlmstltute _ with  great Resident Doctors'the Deputy Commissionerjunction.
handle issues Funotioning of the confidence. Trust and faith Association) Jowai a kind of round  The park at Mynthon
€ proper functioning of the confidence. Trust and faith electric object was placedadjacent to the Residen

i Hospital. Such incidents ; ; , )
nternally G e e neay Chocer pauen’  Neglecting - ntemaleseanot ve ooy
Editor, morale of doctors especiallyrelationship and  such pUb“C property lake but this round objectabandoned and e
Apropos the newsthe resident doctors who areadministrative blunders will . . was there only for a briefuntouched with
report, "NEIGRIHMS clears the ~ workhorses  and affect this sacred bond. In Jowal period and has become avergrowth all around
the air on medicine issue'backbone of a medical Healthy criticism and Editor, waste. The foul air whichThough the park wa

(ST Sep 14, 2017)theinstitute such as complaints are welcome but
NEIGRIHMS resident NEIGRIHMS. should also be dealt with in
doctors community strongly Resident doctors work an appropriate manner.
condemn the commentdirelessly and selflessly andNRDA will not tolera
made by the Institute's lawat most times they work overattempts to projects
officer wherein he hasand above their call of dutyimage of the institute i

accused the department ofo render unconditional negative way. NEIGRIH

The lake (Nan Kasari)comes out of this lakerepaired it is left half don
adjacent to the office of theendangers the health ofind is now taken over b
Th&eputy Commissioner, Jowathe commuters especiallyweeds and bushes.
e wears an ugly look. The lakethe vendors around it. It isappeal to the care takers
thenas become a dumpingsurprisingly that this Lakethese public properties

: _ _ MS randomly thrown and whereoffice of the District Head and also look after th
Cardiology, CTVS, service for the patients anchas grown tremendously inmosquitoes breed. Theand is the only Lake in thecleanliness of the town. I
Neurosurgery andthe Institute. In the presentterms of patient load from ayendors around this place areown should also be thesure the people of Jow
Interventional Radiology of scenario in India where mere 3000 patients to over &yreathing in the foul air dirtiest lake. who do not like to see su
apparently not procuringviolence against medicallakhs patients per year in @mitted by the Lake. It really Adjacent to the Lake filth wil cooperate with the
medicine items from thepersonnel is increasing,short span of 10 years.pains me as a concernethere is also a park but thimuthorities. Will  the
hospital pharmacy based osuch  careless andNEIGRIHMS has been acitizen to see the destitutdoo is so neglected that iconcerned Departme
an allegation that someirresponsible statements byblessing for the people of|ook of this lake. In the pastdoes not merit to be callectlean up the parks so th
person had filed a complainthe administration will only Northeast India and thethere were blooming lotuses park now. Who knowsthey would not be a
about the same. Regardingerve to worsen the situatiorabove ~ super-specialtyal| round but now there arethere may be trees thatyesore and also add
this matter the NEIGRIHMS and resident doctors are thejepartments haveno more Lotuses. Howevercould crash because theithe beauty of the town?
Resident Doctorsfirst to suffer as they are contributed significantly in since this lake was fenced offoots are exposed and they Yours etc
Association believe that itones who deal directly with terms of patient care andpy the Fisheries Departmentould pose a danger to the Omarga Laloo
is important to establish thepatients and attendants orgrowth of the institute. One ithout draining it to make it walkers. For instance, one Mynthong Jowai
veracity of the allegationsa day to day basis. must refrain from such clean as was done in the pastree at the junction on th
and to handle such issues NEIGRIHMS is the only activities that adversely more dirt is added in andv\’/ay to Government Boy. Letters to the Editor must have|
within the Institution and centre of excellence in theaffect this hallowed doctor- around the Lake. The onlyHigher Secondary Schoo the full name, address and

not using the media to sortwhole of the North Easternpatient relationship saving grace is that there argowai looks rotten in th contact number of the writer,
out internal matters ofRegion and caters to the Yours etc., no more suicide cases relatebwer parts and could com even if they are sent by email.
NEIGRIHMS. This sort of needs of people in general  Dr Tony Ete (President) tg the Lake. For this the creditiown at any time. It coul Only letters with the requisite

Scame the first non-socialisthe details about water levein the river downstream, another cause of concefr}

dimlomatic relations with the puts a large tract in the stateg'edence to Indian fearsBrahmaputra River makes

revived along the lines of

be

C@ndinsecurity ! ' ; . irl<th
ftent. Besides their internatiparian, a position it feelsChina-Pakistan-Economic-can easily be used agai

surrounding

The current scenarip

t
generating short term solution to the

diversion ambitions on theon India's water securityby means of improving

of impact of floods such asdevelopment in the area

N @ground for garbage which iswhich is so close to themaintain them regularly

j viewed in the media as arwhich again will counter
occasion for introduction of China's ambitious OBOR
he Bullet train in India. Well, project. Japan pledged to
that is really a simplistic support India's national
understanding of thedevelopment programmes.
evolving strategic partnershipJapan, unquestionably, is the
Pbetween the two countries.pre-eminent economic
Let us recall that a decadepartner of India. In the
\ago, the western countriesSummit, the atmosphere was
including those of EU, and thefriendly and highly congenial.
WS were talking of "Chindia's" The warmth of interaction,
competitive threat to their mutual trust and confidence
economies, as the economiegbserved around Abe's visit
of China and India werewere remarkable. The
growing fast. Similar intimacy between the two
acronyms are evolving herecountries has been evolving
in Asia, with the Japindia since a decade, dating back
(Japan plus India) emergingto the 2007 address of Prime
Sapidly in response to ChinpakMinister Abe to the Indian

agChina + Pakistan) on theParliament titted "Confluence

leconomic corridor, and of Two States".

{OBOR, one belt and one road, Aligning their Asia
etc. strategies is leading to a close

The significance of the alliance between the two
relationship sprinting into a hations. In the UN General
'special, strategic and globalAssembly taking place this
Cpartnership between Newweek, India, Japan and the US
t Delhi and Tokyo should notare likely to take a common
ebe lost on observers andPosition on North Korea. In

experts of India's foreignfact,.there was a trilateral
anolicy as well as internationalMeeting between the Foreign
gpolitics. In fact, the 12th Ministers of the three
annual summit, the 4thcountries on the fringe of
between Modi and Abe wasUNGA. Both Washington
on this very theme of 'globaland Tokyo are seeking help
and strategic' partnership. Tom India in making UN

What were the highlights S&nctions against North
and the outcomes of theKorea effective. New Delhi
Summit? What is well known has promised to explore the
is the project on high-speeog“.’llc'if.eratlon Imlaages in
(bullet) trainfrom Ahmedabad Pullding up North Korea's

to Mumbai. Undoubtedly, nuclear an‘lgh hmis;ilef
is will lead to a quantum Programme. 1he hand o

lump for India in skills and SusSpicion points to China

M o nd Pakistan.
mg'ﬁggfus Calgi‘glt'es at Otp ¢ Both the US and Japan are

P ; - extremely wary of the tinpot
gqr?é] Lfg%%%g]t?vglser-}%gfg rgl]rgof North Korea which is bent

e N
catty criticisms of the project gggn rt]isr}:?]g ntl#;krenar abcorgqgs
dwhich allude to the poor - on Thge situation is
conditions of existing railway pan. o
Y network compared to thedangerously critical as
high-tech quality bullet trains. tl%onatld d tTru.mp t I\rllarfh
Such voices are heard cacne |O W|p(tehou | ?t
whenever a new technology<0re, Utless e latte
is initiated or quality brought
into the system. Quality in one,

)]

bombs at Japan and
area will inspire and engende rgr%ati)tg n;ﬂgiatlhg gxspgvc'ttgd'ttso
qualltyh lupgradanon give them a hand in averting
erT'_"ryW ere eise. the this impending catastrophe:
owever,  on € By most calculations the
CBartnershlp_, in addition to thestrategic partnership
ullet train, the summit payyeen India and Japan wil
reiterated the resolve of Newy o,y deeper irrespective of
eIhlhand T?kyo ;” \_/vork|n% the nature of leadership in
n the multi-polarity and gjther country. Undeniably,
stable balances in the Asianne nolitical leadership is an
region. It is no secret that th§mportant variable in bilateral
US under Trump is embarkingre|ations. New Delhi and
¢pn isolationism, looking Tokyo would try to
inward, thereby vacating theconsolidate the partnership in
space in Asia and elsewhergn tyal interest as well as their
Vis-a-vis securityAmerican respective national interests.
policies imply ‘that other |ndia will like to cultivate
countries should COﬂtrIbUtEJapan for investment in

to the world security or defendsystainable infrastructure.
their own. This shift in US gsecond, New Delhi will

¢ foreign policy has prompted pyrsue Tokyo to access civil

fChina_ to feed its territorial nuclear techno|ogy from it to
appetite and fuel its meet the energy appetite for
expansionist tendenC|e_s._ India's growing economy.
It has found an obliging Third, India would like to
partner in Pakistan. China issecure high-end defense
wary of India’s rise as a rivaltechnology from Japan.
power centre in Asia, andFourth, Japan is the most
»Pakistan has its unsatiatedormidable ally in containing
ganti-India stance, mainly overChina. Fifth, India needs
oKashmir. Japan's concernjapan, like it needs Israel to
j over China and India's withget the US on its side.
¢ Pakistan bring New Delhiand = On the part of Japan, India
Tokyo together as they realisds the important partner for
their combined strategicvariety of reasons. One,
weight, economic might andChina, Japan's archrival is a
military power can contain major actor in international
China. politics. Tokyo will need New
s The joint statement issuedDelhi's support to contain
after the Summit stated, "theChina. Second, Japan needs
Stwo leaders affirmed theirto step in and defend its
commitment to their value- interest in the region in view
Jbased  partnership  inof the decreasing
céchieving a free, open andengagement of US in the
prosperous Asia-Pacificregion. Third, Japan would
pregion where sovereignty andengage in India following the
fiinternational laws are growing US interest in India.
respected and differences aréourth, Japan needs India's
resolved through dialoguehelp in securing trade and
'Sand where all countries, largeenergy networks in critical
and small, enjoy freedoms ofmaritime space. Fifth and the
Pthe global = commons, obvious, Japan would like to
Ydevelopment and trade." Thidap India's market potential.
may sound as usual The only hurdle that can
dlipiomatic statement, buthamper the growth of
aeading between the lines, ipartnership is the "famed”
becomes obvious thatlndian bureaucracy. India's
“peaceful dialogue" is adefence officialdor_n is
counter to China's belligerentcumbersome. It fails to
nd bullish approach topI’IOI"ItISG strategic decision
aEorder issues, and Pakistan'81aking over processes and
thon-maintainable claim onprocedures. A prize deal on
Kashmir by using cross-defence equipments namely
border terrorism. the US-2 amphlblan aircraft
t There were also seriousffom Japan is still under
aéxchange and uniformity of Negotiation. Now, we have a
hviews on North-Korea's New Defence Minister, a
tpuclearisation which is apolitical green horn but seen
major worry for Japan; crosst0 be administratively
border terrorism, a continuingcompetent. It~ will - be
concern for India, ASEAN's interesting to watch Japindia
centrality to the region, where€V0IVe into a solid axis in
both India and Japan have Asian politics, and bilaterally
stake vis-a-vis China, North!n _ trade, economy and
China Sea where China isdéfence. The onus is more on
making unlawful territorial N€W Delhi in view of its
claims while surreptitiously complacent and less flexible
usurping under water spacef0reign policy bureaucracy. -
Both leaders resolved to™

(The writer is Prof,

callous and unsubstantiatednd the local indigenous Dr Synrang Batngen goes to Fisheriesendanger the commute details will be published.

align India’s Act East policy International Politics, JMI)




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2017

(SIX)

“The worst thing about that kind of
prejudice... is that while you feel hurt and
angry and all the rest of it, it feeds you
self-doubt. You start thinking, perhaps I
am not good enough.”

--- Nina Simone
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Chakmas and Hajongs
THE Supreme Court had told the Centre and the
Arunachal Pradesh Government in 2015 that
citizenship should be conferred on Chakmas and

Hajongs as soon as possible, preferably within three
months. But nothing was done in two years. A week

ago, the Centre gave a commitment that the court

order should be enforced. But minister of state for

home Kiren Rijiju who is from Arunachal Pradesh

said that the order was not implementable. He

wanted modifications to ensure that the rights of the
local people in Arunachal Pradesh were not curtailed.
All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union (AAPSU) is
happy with Rijiju's statement. But the Union and State
Government have exposed themselves to the charge

of being unable to take a firm and ethical stand.

Migration and citizenship are ticklish issues in
India's North East. Chakmas and Hajongs came to

India as refugees from Bangladesh in the 1960s and

were settled in NEFA which is now Arunachal

Pradesh. A treaty was signed with Bangladesh in

1972. It was agreed that the refugees would be

granted citizenship rights. Five thousand of the
original fourteen thousand eight hundred and eighty

eight persons settled in Arunachal Pradesh are still

alive. But the refugee population has increased to
nearly a lakh. Many were born in India. They have

all along lived in refugee settlements in Arunachal
Pradesh. It must be made clear that Chakmas and
Hajongs should not be a threat to the cultural identity
and social fabric of the indigenous population. The

problem arises from the availability of only meagre
economic resources and limited job opportunities.

Much depends on Rijiju's attitude. BJPs big plans

for the north east may otherwise be set at naught.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 1, 1989

Buffer stock for North East

The Union Minister
ofState for Civil Supplies,
Mr.Sukh Ram's recent
announce-ment in Shillong
that a bufferstock for two
months wouldbe created for
the hill statesof the North
East before theonset of
monsoon will behighly
welcomed. This is par-
ticularly so in view of
thepast experiences,
especiallythat of last year
when sev-eral parts of the
North Eastremained to
landslides result-ing from
excessive rainfall.The
National Highway 44,which
is widely regarded asthe life
line of North East, re-mained

out of commissionfollowing
a massive land-slide near
Sonapur inMeghalaya. This
put tremen-dous economic
pressure onMizoram,
Tripura, Manipurand two
southern district ofBarak
Valley in Assam. In
Meghalaya, too, the ex-
traordinarily high rainfalltore
life asunder. And tocap it all,
the recurringfloods in
Assam, the gate-way to the
entire regioncompletely
disrupt all sur-face transport
everymonsoon.Viewed
against thisbackdrop, Mr
Sukh Ram'sannouncement
will be en-dorsed by every
State Govtin the region.

NEIGRIHMS: A Privilege

or Entitlement?

No other health care
provider is written about as
much as the North East
Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute of Health and
Medical Sciences
(NEIGRIHMS). This is good
because the management of
this critical care centre can
remain on their toes and not
take things for granted.
Sadly every  central
institution located here,
however noble its intent,
tends to fall by the wayside
because of bureaucratic red
tape, control by New Delhi
and lack of leadership and
vision required to run such
institutions. A  public
institution whether it be a
medical and health
infrastructure or a university
or a power supply utility are
publicly-owned. This means
they are funded from the
public exchequer. Hence the
public need to actively
engage with these
institutions and hold them
to account. The institutions
on their part should not feel
that the public are
encroaching on their rights
when they raise questions
or critique the institutions.
In fact public criticism and
CAG reports are the only
two elements that can keep
institutions on the right
track.

The fact that
NEIGRIHMS is
overburdened with patients
from across the seven
states, including Assam,
Manipur and Tripura which
have their own medical
colleges, means that the
health care institutions in
the above states are not
functioning well or that
NEIGRIHMS has
established itself as a leader
in some critical
departments. I have met
with several patients and
their relatives who lodge at
some of the guest houses/
hotels and asked them why
they have come all the way
here and whether they have
reliable health care facilities
in their own states. The
standard reply one gets is
that the  Cardiology
Department of NEIGRIHMS
is well known and has saved
many lives. Some may
disagree but the fact
remains that the Cardiology
Department is the flagship
Department of NEIGRIHMS.
Personally, I have only been
to the  Orthopaedics
Department and found
things to be working well
here too. At one time I was
given a guided tour of the
Radiology Department and
saw state of the art MRI and
CT Scan machines
including a modern X-Ray
unit. One is impressed by
the availability of such
modern diagnostics
services provided free of

By Patricia Mukhim

cost. My immediate concern
was  whether this is
sustainable in the long run
and if NEIGRIHMS has a
revenue model for
maintenance and repair of
these machines if they do go
kaput which is inevitable with
such a huge population of
patients requiring their
services on a daily basis. I
also learnt that the armed
forces stationed in Shillong,
also come to NEIGRIHMS for
treatment and diagnosis. My
question is: What about the
Military Hospitals? Are they
not able to cater to their own
personnel? Can civilians get
treatment at  Military
Hospitals? Similarly, should
the armed forces personnel
crowd a health facility meant
for civilians?

Lest I be accused of
leaving out other
Departments of NEIGRIHMS
which also play yeoman’s
role in patient care, let me also
place on record that the
Departments of Medicine,
Surgery, Gynaecology and
Urology also have their aces
and each is trying to perform
to the best of its ability. There
is a palliative care centre for
cancer patients too which
you would not see in a
private hospital. Even if there
is a palliative care unit in a
private hospital you would
have to pay through the
nose. In fact, private
hospitals  today  have
become so mercenary that
they automatically weed out
those who are not capable of
paying and cater only to the
affluent. I often wonder how
such exploitative models are
encouraged in a poor country
like India, and, what are the

corporate social
responsibilities (CSR)
engaged in by private
hospitals. It would be

enlightening if we could see
this in the public domain.
Coming back to
NEIGRIHMS, it would be fair
to say that every director who
came in tried to do his best
but a health and research
centre requires a breadth of
vision that few possess, least
of all doctors coming in from
the government sector. They
have simply implemented
blueprints coming from the
top and mainly from
bureaucrats or technocrats
whose brief ends only with
the brick and mortar part of
the institution but not its
heart — caring, healing and
preventing illness. At one
time NEIGRIHMS was
supervised by the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO)
because it took too long to
kick-start. Now it is back with
the Union Health Ministry
which again is a problem
since many of the things that

directors would like to see
implemented are killed by
red tape. If NEIGRIHMS is
ostensibly modeled along
AIIMS, Delhi then why is
it not given the autonomy
that AIIMS enjoys?

Recently there have
been news reports and
letters to this newspaper
complaining that the X-
Ray unit gets heated up
and patients and their
attendants are kept waiting
for hours. This means that
there are not enough X-
Ray units or that patients
have far exceeded the
numbers envisaged. I
wonder how the Director
is tackling this emergency
because that is what it is.
There are too many people
in this country who cannot
afford private health care.
Government institutions
will therefore continue to
be overburdened. But this
also means that
NEIGRIHMS should
speak out and tell us the
exact position. Sweeping
the dirt under the carpet
will not help anyone!

I recently met the
Director Dr Thappa who
informed that he had kept
a complaint/suggestion
box outside his office so

that complaints are
addressed within the
Institution instead of

people running to media
for every grievance. And
that is a problem I wish to
address in this article.
NEIGRIHMS belongs to
the public of this region.
Instead of rushing to the
media why don’t patients
and their relatives meet the
Director and lay out their
grievances before him? On
his part the Director is
expected to be empathetic
and not defensive. Heads
of Institutions need to be
exposed to the public so
that they learn firsthand
what is ailing the
Institution. Every
institution also has its
share of internal politics.
Where two or more
individuals live and work
together  politics s
inevitable but it need not
be destructive. The
Director is expected to
embrace all shades of
opinions and to set
standards of behaviour
that can be emulated by
juniors and peers. Every
institution also has its
ethical standards which all
are expected to follow,
including the head of the
institution.

The Director also
informed that a 250
bedded, cancer unit and
medical college is coming
up adjacent to the

administrative complex.
This will be a great boon
to the people of the region
since cancer is a growing
concern across states.
However, what is
worrying is the menu in
the NEIGRIHMS canteen
from where patients and
their relatives usually get
their food from. Since Dr
Thappa  joined  the
Institute, the canteen has
stopped serving non-
vegetarian cuisine. [
brought this to the
attention of Dr Thappa
but he brushed the
concern aside saying that
no such directives were
given to the canteen
management. But the
menu [ managed to procure
tells the real story. There
is vegetable momo,
vegetable patties,
vegetable paratha and cup
noodles (this last one is an
unhealthy food item). The
rest are cakes and muffins
all of which have very little
nutritional value and are
not diabetic-friendly. The
menu is signed by no less
then the Director himself.
The people of this region
are not vegetarian by
culinary choice. They get
their proteins from meat.
While it may be difficult
for canteens to provide a
choice of meat, they can
at least serve fish and
chicken which are normal
fare. I can’t understand
why a new menu should
be introduced with the
joining of a new Director.

Finally, as to whether
NEIGRIHMS is an
entitlement or a privilege,
I would like to believe it is
both. It is a privilege that
we now have access to the
best treatment within the
region and don’t have to
flock to Vellore, Delhi,
Mumbai or Chennai for
medical care. It saves time,
money and undue stress
for the patient and his/her
family. As an entitlement,
we get free or subsidized
diagnostic facilities and
treatment. Medicines may
not be completely free but
they are sold at rates that
are lesser than marker
rates.

Considering that
NEIGRIHMS caters to the
people of all eight states,
it is incumbent upon all
state chief ministers to
take interest in this
Institute and help it in its
journey. Similarly, the
Members of Parliament
from the region ought to
show a sense of
ownership too and engage
with the Union
Government to give a fillip
to NEIGHRIMS. As of
today, NEIGRIHMS is an
orphan out of whom much
is expected but very little
is given by the public.

TO THE EDITOR

Suicide no
answer to life's
problems!

Editor,

This refers to the article
"Life, death & suicide in the
Khasi thought" by Fabian
Lyngdoh (ST- Sept 20, 2017).
Here, I would like to point
out that suicide is not an
economic problem or a
generational tic. It's a
problem with a broad base
and terrible momentum, a
result of seismic changes in
the way we live and a
corresponding shift in the
way we die. It is noted that
people die by suicide for a
number of reasons,
however, the majority of the
people who take their lives
suffer with an underlying
mental illness and
substance abuse problem at
the time of their death.
Possibly, when one commits
suicide then it is that single
moment when one does not
care for anyone, neither
parents, nor family or
friends, but just want to
culminate his or her life for
one particular reason.

Apart from depression,
people also commit suicide
out of bitterness, insecurity,
rejection, revenge and
impulsive behavior. Youths

are more likely to commit
suicide as development is
forcing youths to the
condition of hopelessness.
This isn't always the case
though, as millions of people
live with depression and
never attempt or die by
suicide, but with awareness,
education, and treatment,
people can be helped so that
suicide does not become an
option. One must keep in
mind that whatsoever may be
the reason in life, suicide is
not a solution to any
problem. One must be strong
enough to face the realities
of life. One must accept both
good and bad with open arms
and do not let anything
disturb oneself.
Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit
Ahmedabad-15

Plight of college
teachers!

Editor,

We would like to bring to
public notice that majority of
the college teachers of
private institutions of the
State are struggling to
survive. Our salary is meager
with some of us earning
barely four or five thousand
rupees monthly. Our work
load is heavy. Even though
we are not government

officials, we fulfill our duties
and responsibilities for the
youths of the state and the
nation. We are part of state
and nation brick builders.
Five years ago before
election, the Chief Minister,
Dr Mukul Sangma created
four new districts. In that
inaugural speech he had
promised to uplift the
districts and the state of
education. He had also given
an assurance to
provincialise one college
from each district. Those
promises gave us hope and
made us feel alive again and
empowered us to make more
sacrifices. Sadly, now the
next election is at hand but
the  Chief  Minister's
promises remain unfulfilled.
We request the CM to kindly
help us college teachers to
survive and also to have
mercy of the poor students
who need access to good
education under capable
teachers.
Yours etc.,
Name withheld on
request

On
compassionate
appointment!

Editor,

Apropos Desmond

Lyngdoh's letter which
appeared in your daily (ST 6
Sep, 2017), I wish to state that
the writer ought not to
exclusively confine his
disillusionment against govt.
employees only, especially
the low-grade functionaries
as being 'excessive drinkers.
As a retributive justice, Mr
Lyngdoh has jumped to
conclusions that, "Govt
servants in the state
therefore do not deserve any
special consideration in the
form of compassionate
appointments". In this
context, I would like to refresh
his memory by going back to
the 1990s and early 2000s
when Shillong and its
adjoining areas were at the
height of insurgency. In one
of the many tragic incidents
which I'm in the know of was
that of a chowkidar of the
office of the Directorate of
Mineral Resources (DMR) at
Risa Colony, Shillong, were
he had selflessly sacrificed
his life to successfully avert
the theft of the monthly
salaries of this Directorate's
staff. Thereafter, a family
member of that deceased
chowkidar must have been
appointed on compassionate
ground. Incidentally, I have
seen a good number of govt
employees who are
teetotalers and driver who,
for no fault of theirs, died in

accidents while on official
duties. And to top it all,
many of our Hynniewtrep
youths who served as
defense personnel,
security forces etc., died
fighting the nation's foes
or the insurgent groups
like in Garo Hills and
elsewhere. These brave
hearts had, in their prime
of youths, become timeless
martyrs for a noble cause
they had professed and
one of the family members
of such personnel could
have been rehabilitated in
employment on
compassionate grounds
for the supreme sacrifice
of a dear one. Hence, those
appointees on  such
humanitarian grounds in
different establishments
must have been deeply

hurt at Lyngdoh's
sweeping generalization
on compassionate

appointment. I would like,
therefore, the latter to
apologize to such
unfortunate star-crossed
appointees who have lost
their loved ones for
having made supreme
sacrifices.

Further, Lyngdoh's
assertion that in
Meghalaya almost 50%
people fall under BPL
category, it is also far
grimmer a fact that in India

10,000 children die in every
7 days owing to acute
malnutrition and people's
absolute penury. So much
for Modi's achhe din!

Be that as it may, I'm
much obliged to Desmond
Lyngdoh and others who
have highlighted the
undeniable fact of govt.
employees' habitual lack of
punctuality which has now
assumed sickening
proportions. Courtesy
these writers and critics,
the State Govt has
perhaps taken cognizance
of the matter and passed a
circular vide No. PER
(ARC) 27/92/Pt. 1/284 dtd.
5.9.2017 which strongly
warns late- comers to
office with strict follow up
punitive actions. I hope
that henceforth this latest
Govt. order would be
observed by all concerned
in letter and spirit for the
betterment of our own
state.

Yours etc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh,
Shillong-2

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

India remains outside global economic upswing

Modi government
needs to act
fast for growth

By § Sethuraman

It is now universally
recorded that the Indian
economy has taken a
beating from the abrupt ill-
planned demonetisation of
November 2016,
compounded by the hasty
launching of GST, posing
new challenges to business,
trade and services.

Caution underlies the
revised downward
projections for India's
growth to well below 7 per
cent, in most institutional
forecasts, for fiscal 2018.

All  this may be
unpalatable to our Finance
Minister Mr Arun Jaitley,
who has perfected the art of
brazening out of every
awkward situation for the
Modi Government. But in
the face of mounting
criticism at home and abroad
of policies which have
slowed down growth, and
with telling data, the Prime
Minister himself seems to
realise that the ground
under his feet is no longer
as hardy as it seemed thus
far.

And Mr Jaitley also
conceded at last that
"policies and investment"
have to be looked into. There
is growing view, even
globally, that the world has
had enough of "hyper-
globalisation" and austerity
regimes, which had slowed
wage growth and widened
income disparities. Opinion
has gathered momentum
that countries would now
need to ease fiscal policies
and ensure that public
spending goes for "growth-
inclusiveness" and long-run
supply build-up..

At the global level,
growth has gained
momentum since the second
half of 2016 and is now
projected to rise from 3.1 per
cent in 2016 to 3,5 per cent
in 2017 and to 3.7 per cent in
2018. While China continues
to be the main global growth
engine, India's share has
slackened. Indeed, OECD
estimates China's growth in
2017 at 6.8 per cent (from 6.7
per cent last year) to be
above India's 6.7 cent this

year.
Even as the Finance
Ministry launched its

routine budgetary exercises
for the next February budget
2018/19, Mr Jaitley has had
to summon colleagues of
key economic ministries and
consider what kind of
package of measures could
begin to make a difference
to get out of the current
slump to ensure that India's
aborted growth is restored
to a sustainable level of 7 to
8 per cent. The Prime
Minister now awaits a tough
package to stimulate the
economy without India
straying off the fiscal
consolidation course.

According to OECD, the
latest to come out with its
Interim economic Outlook
for 2017, while there are
"positive surprises” in
China and Russia, among
major emerging econOmies,
India's growth projection
has been revised down to
6.7 per cent in 2017 due to
"transitory factors".
(Demonetisation, GST).
UNCTAD in its Trade and
Development Report has
also projected 6.7 per cent
in 2017 (as against 7 per cent
earlier) listing
demonetisation, GST and
corporate deleveraging as
factors slowing down the
economy and making
recovery difficult.

It is going to be quite
challenging for the Finance
Minister to evolve a set of
urgent measures, without
having to wait for another
four months in the budget
preparation, which would
invoke a revival of business
investment and stimulate
demand in the economy. His
tentative proposals to arrest
the growth decline and reset
the economy on a course of
sustained recovery may
involve selective tax cuts
and withdrawal of some of
the higher GST rates and

cesses, for both goods and
services.

The outcome of his
ongoing consultations with
colleagues dealing with
trade (which has a
significant share in overall
growth), railways and other
infrastructure and the Chief
Economic Adviser would be
presented to the Prime
Minister who would be
briefed in detail on the
implications of what in short
may be taken as a fiscal
boost to a sagging economy
as well as its implications in
terms of safeguarding fiscal
rectitude..

Whether it would also be
job-creating would depend
on the nature of the fund
injections and programmes
to be financed. But the
economy as a whole and its
structural problems had not
commanded the Prime
Minister's attention as much
as needed over the last
three years. Otherwise,
India would not have come
down to this slowdown
syndrome and jobless
growth. His Government
needs to do more self-
introspection so that
whatever has gone wrong
gets rectified.

The research studies
brought out by RBI and SBI
(State Bank of India) have

veered towards the
imperative of greater public
spending on both

infrastructure as well as
growth-inclusive
programmes.. UNCTAD
report has called for a global
deal for coordinated
expansion of economies led
by increased  public
expenditure which would
generate employment and
crowd in private investment
as well.

RBI itself had cautioned
in its annual report that the
transitory factors that
brought down GVA to 5.6
per cent in the first quarter
of current fiscal year are not
allowed to get entrenched.
Though the first quarter
slowdown is in part
attributed to GST
challenges, OECD says in

the long run, GST is
expected to boost
investment, productivity
and growth.

India's growth has been
steadily declining from a
peak of 7.9 per cent in the
first quarter of 2016/17. The
SBI report takes a grim view
of the prospects unless
Government intervened "to
use fiscal policy as a tool to
rev up the economy"

Although the economic
upturn is more
synchronised across
countries with expanding
investment and trade, OECD
says, growth in emerging
market economies will
depend on deeper reforms.
China has stepped up its
public infrastructure
investment. In India, while
Government says it is
investing more on
infrastructure, business
investment has remained
weak and possibly because
of lack of structural reforms
which the Modi
Government has deferred
for the present.

OECD says India should
give priority to public
spending  that yields
"higher benefits for growth
inclusiveness and long-run
supply" such as in areas like
education, hard and soft
infrastructure, family
benefits and  health
investments. With inflation
rising (both food and fuel),
as indicative from CPI and
WPI data over the last two
months, and CPI expected to
be in the range of 3.5 to 4.5
per cent in the second half
of current fiscal year, further
monetary easing seems
ruled out at the October
meeting of the Monetary
Policy Committee chaired by
RBI. (IPA Service)
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Netagan's assets
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Journalists’ life on the line
THE gory death of Santanu Bhowmick a journa

list

UN warns of severe crisis

Poor's money
at risk

By Shivaji Sarkar

Even as Finance Ministefmajor problem, says the
Jaitley looks for new waysreport's lead author Richard
and methods to rejuvenatozul Wright. This trend

with a local television channel in Tripura should Set ies. damn lies and . it pays rich dividends td
the alarm bells ringing. Bhowmick was coveringsaatistics. That too in sworn By Poonam | Kaushish be a politician.

" : : fidavits. Which trash Given that corruption ig
political event at Mandai where the Indigenoy, ;s war  against Centre to come clean. “Youpoorest candidates, witFSuch an old song that o

Peoples’ Front of Tripura (IPFT) had clashed w
the police. Bhowmick was attacked by a mob
spot where there were no policemen and
succumbed to his injuries. This month alone seV

itterruption. Who else butare not averse to electorahverage assets of Rs. 78etas all sing along i
agur mai-baaps who cock areforms but why have you notakhs. The Trinamoolharmony Modi appear

fook at the safedi keprovided basic data andCongress' Uma Saren is th§€Tious about his pledg
¢femkaan swatchh imageplaced necessary details. Igoorest MP with assetf @ sleaze Mukt Bhar
Aa}/ wonder then that ourthis the Government'synder Rs. 5 lakhs. and eliminating blac
&&agan’s greatest asset isttitude? What have you The highest increase ignoney. But this might no

journalists were killed at different places. Most djfsi_:ie-abililty- Hould dlone till now? “tl)t is nOllabOLrJ]tBJP's Bollywood stargieciegfggtive i(f:li?é?sking ct)ff\
ow else should onecleaning of garbage only,” theShatrughan Sinha whos
them are from small towns and mohallas and N0t st when a PIL by NGOjudges queried. Wea“hg grew by unaccounted  mone

tihek Prahari in the Supreme  Undeniably, this is just thewhopping 778% from Rs 15pPolluting the vitality and

well known. Those who are ‘famous’ become _ _
Court makes one do atip of the iceberg. The assetsrores to Rs 131.74 crore§€alth of our democracy

subject of much television debates on the megQ,pie take and of 165 MPs re-elected to than five years. Followed by More so, in an er
channels. Each time a journalist is killed there|afederscores ~ for  the16th Lok Sabha rose on amJD’s Pinaki Mishra whoseWherein conduct of publ

. . . . umpteenth time that politicsaverage by a whopping 137% ; ffairs is for private
condemnations and expressions of solidarity f e Pping 137%ssets increased from RS

different media related organisations but there isRfijtion zeroed on 26 LokRs 12.78 crores in 2014. Thagrores(362%). tremendous
. . . . . abha and 11 Rajya Sabhgoo when the average Assets of BJP Mpsvfortlu.ne through. abuse
persistence in following the cases to their logical €Mks alongside 257 MLAs economic growth was slowenarun Gandhi grew by RsPolitical power is one o

Assam alone has lost over a dozen journalists WHpSe income and assetat 4.7% and a slump in reaBo crores, a whoppingt"® Perks of our polity
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were killed for reporting on insurgency. In Indig
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North East the threat has a|WayS been from insu'@glected in their electionprofession as housewifeto Rs 47.58 crores (7860/\;;\}1 Notably, the Courts will
outfits who have banned newspapers, intimida

vits. social worker and politics. Sic.BJP veteran Advani sawhave to devise

atecConsequently, it wants  Scandalously, MPs' anchis assets rise by 114%. mechanism that will mak
editors and killed reporters for not toeing their i
Thus far the Government has not shown
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As a profession, journalism is the least paying
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A multi media campaign development. discrepancies and defeatin@ccounts. But our taxof chara scam Lalu andeaders’ self-proclaimeq
was organized by the Vvarious developmentalth® €xercise towardsauthorities have still tofamily. honesty and morality. Le
Directorate of Information & departments including thelransparency. Asserted a taxinravel these and the Panama School-teacher-turned+pe people squeeze th
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Shillong-Cherra road the campaign. invariably under-valued but Clearly  our  Right by asserting if a Thakur andhnd dirt. It remains to be
recently. The Meghalaya The officers of thg can only send themHonourables declarations ar@rahmin can be crorepatisseen if NaMo will walk his
PHE Minister, Mr S P Swer departments explained to th@otices.” only eyewash. While anwhy not a Dalit ke beti.talk of cleaning India of
who was the chief guest,people the various plans apd Notwithstanding, tax average Congress MP isvhy not indeed! Mum’s sleaze not only refuse
said that the ruralschemes drawn up fgrauthorities claim  of worth over Rs 16 crores, highe word when it comes toRemember when trut

information centres set upimplementation. Ararchery| discrepancies in incomeBJP collea ing di

Pl : . gue has assets ovétie dazzling diamonds sh m | n
by the State govt haveand singing competitonsdisclosures b 9 ®ecomes a casualty 0
played an important role inand a football match were t$

motivating young talents other highlights of th
TO THE EDITOR

into various fields of fyunction.

and binding on all stateseditorial also stated thatGreece, and others in Europ&hose who needed loansshould be jettisoned.
whether they have signedhere are ample evidencesvhich have given shelter tohad to palm off between 40 Farmers should bg
the Refugee Convention othat terrorist groups arerefugees. An estimated 60 % of the loan amount agitating to find ways to
not. For the sake of argumengperating in the Rakhine300,000 refugees are ino middle men and/or bankalleviate draught anc

by example.

Multi media campaign at
Mawkdok

MLAs, the Court dared the 40 crores. The CPI(M) has théyer garib bhakhts. Bluntly,---- INFA

On Rohingya
Issue

, even if | agree with you, butprovince. But all these Germany, following's Angela officials. The waiver defies control floods - by
Editor, . does it befit our country with concerns are for the Rakhinvlerkel's open-door policy. 'all tenets of prudent linking rivers, dredging
In ~ your  editorial the philosophy  of region which is not in India. Sweden has been a majosconomics. The agitationrivers, rivulets and dam

“Rohingyas not Refugees’vasudhaiva Kutumbak

aMmNearly 7,000 Rohingya havedestination for  Syrianj ' 3
(ST Sep 21, 2017), you haveind which has a y gy y is a reflection of a beggarrather than the annus

) » _ |_0ngmoved the Supreme Courtyefugees. The Rohingyas arghentality. feature of loan waiver
stated that Rohingyas argradition of receiving saying, there is not a singléermed as the world's most  The Gowt. succumbs to (which is more a political
not refugees but they argefugees to throw them toerrorist among them. Theypersecuted minority andihe same because of votaimmick). Farmers should
illegal immigrants like the their place of persecution toreside peacefully on privatelydeserve human treatment byank politics. If one be educated to force th
Bangladeshis who entepe killed therein? You alsogwned lands rented out byall of us. borrows he is morally Govt. to channelize extr

India illegally. In this regard suggested that by expellingndian nationals, most of Yours etc., pound to pay and if it is a water from flood affected
| would like to inform you them to Bangladesh we willyhom are Hindus. There had ZA Siddiqui, state of depression whichareas to those region
f[hat the UNHCR has issuegot pe er_]dangerlng them tgot been a single allegation Shillong-2 g created by lack of duefacing droughts. They
identity cards to aboutpersecution. How can youof terrorism against any i diligence at the time of should feel proud of thei
16,500 Rohingyas in India toarbitrarily suggest that theyrohingya ever since the Agncultural advancing the loans, thecountry and not beg fo
help “prevent harassmentshould be expelled tocommunity began living in . same should stop. Thenwaivers. Eventually the
arbitrary arrests, detentiorBangladesh, without Jammu. The local police loan waliver the likes of Vijay Mallya hole created by thes

and deportation”. So carconsent from the authoritiessonduct
these be equated withn Bangladesh?
Bangladeshi Illegal Guards Bangladesh are alkohingyas and  they
immigrants? Their over the border and will blockcooperate with the police.far
identification by one of theth_eir entry and their livesgranding all Rohingyas aspractically all states requiredittle more loan at 0% or Products have dragge
esteemed organizations ofight be endangered. Wheerrorists is both unfair anda deeper study. So manyery nominal rate of
the world must be seriouslye can give refugeo Tamils giscriminatory. We cannotjoans turning foul due tointerest and make aOf a badly managed
considered. You have alsef Sri Lanka, Tibetans and tecompromise = with  any draught or floods belies allrepayment schedule. Thiseconomy.

regular

and Subrata Roy are nowaivers has to be paid b
Bordefinterrogation of all the

Editor, u
The much publicizedcrises the Govt. shouldThe rising of
mer's  agitation in give the affected farmers acommodities and

cost

stated that by deporti_nngkiStani and Bangladeshigrrorist activities and if therereasoning. Who or whichshould be done only Yours etc.,
lllegal immigrants India Hindus then why not toare any terrorists then theyanks have advanced ththrough a nationalized B.P. Goenka
would not be VIOIatmg aHYRohlngyas? Is it because Ocovernment should takeloans and who are thebank preferab|y the State ShlIIong -1

International convention.their religion? . action against them. But thepeneficiaries of such loansBank of India. Let the
You must be aware that Nearly 500 Rohingyacommoner must not sufferThese loan have beerfarmers also feel proud o
UNHCR's India office has Hindus have arrived inThe editorial stated that noadvanced largely by thetheir country and owe
said that the principle ofBangladesh's Cox’s Bazarcountry in the world today Rural Banks or Co - Operativeresponsibility for its march
non-refoulement Wasand they are givenwants to shelter refugeesanks. Loans have beerowards prosperity an
considered ~ part - ofprotection there without anyThis is totally wrong as thereadvanced to farmers who dichot beg for free sops. Th

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Q8Th profitable business. Therom Rs 5.38 crores in 2009 t@9.69 crores to Rs 137.08dvantage and amassi Ig
person

y only sevenRs. 11 crores. Badal's SADflaunts on her birthdays,ends up with only babble
& ok Sabha MPs and 98legislator is worth around Rsaffectionately’ given by and bluster. What givesP

criminals. To ride over the the genuine tax payer.

irthe Indian economy, thejeads to severe inequality
world economic outlook gnd spells a precarious
appears to be bleak. The neW,tyre as investments
UN report underscores theyould be insufficient, no job
global economy appeargyrowth and  welfare
stuck. , _provisions would weaken.
Undeniably, the financial o|| these are seen to be
system is facing a gravemanifesting in India’s
crisis and the people have t@conomy.
be cautious about is safety The report lambasts the
and fairness. Spelling thispajl-outs  that were
out, the UN Conference omannounced after the 2007-08
Trade and Developmenimeltdown. In the Indian
(UNCTAD) report on Trade context, though at that
and Development blames @oint of time it was not
combination of factors for needed, it has led to massive
the sinking world economy. pleeding of bank reserves,
And calls for ending estimated at Rs 12 lakh
austerity, clamping down oncrores (Rs 12 trillion).
fcorporate rent seeking and” Undoubtedly, this was
harnessing finance tothe honanza to large
support job creation andcorporate world-wide. It
yadvocates infrastructurepled Governments and
investment, specially as th'%ublic savings and led to
has frozen across the worldiise in irrational bank
Asserted UN Secretary-charges across the world.
General Mukhisa Kituye, “It Alas,” India which that had
is a combination of too muchmajintained a distance from
debt and too little demand athis global phenomenon
'the global level™, adding ynwisely succumbed to the
this ~ has  hamperedcorporate lobbies taking its
sustained expansion of thgrgeoning economy
world economy”. downhill. The correction

Unfortunately, every bit now is a difficult economic
of what he says is true abouind political task.

the ) Indian ) conditions Further’ increased
notwithstanding somegautomation in India’s IT
reforms like GST. sector has resulted in people

e
t

Worse, according topeing thrown out of jobs.
QUNCTAD ~ the  world Thisis another concern for
economy is not lifting off. yNCTAD whereby the

While grOWth in 2015 WaSSystem is “becoming
almost flat at around 2.6 pe{jnduly biased in favour of
ecent it was slightly bettery  handful of large

to 2.2 per cent. Today, itprecarious situation has
photes that India and Chln%een a few Corporates have
have come down to the sam@ gde massive gains and

level at 6.7 per cent. now some are looking for
~ However, India’s internal bankruptcy cover.

f|gures Suggest It Is even This has given a severe
less than 5.7 per centwarning. “The failure to

' Naturally, this is a cause folcgrrect the excesses of

Pconcern for Jaitley a”dhyper-globalization

td solutions are not easy as theorporatisation) is not only
Government is faC|ng a Casheopardising social

crunch on the one hand angdohesion but diminishing
' people are getting squeezegyst in both markets and
aunder a heavy tax burdenggliticians and increase
c The GST has yet to settle by equaites.
income-tax is eating into the  \hijle calling for a
epurchasing capacity of thechange in the global
gsalaried class, supposedlgystem, even as UNCTAD
the mainstay of the Indianfinds the way difficult, it
market today. . _avers the world has to come
L In such a scenario, Latingyt of the grip of finance ---
America seems to show thgygnks and related
“biggest turnaround at 1.2prganisations. The total
, per cent growth The Europanking sector assets since
| Zone growth touched 1.8 pethe 1990s have more than
cent but lags behind USdoybled in most countries,
&vhich is at 2.1 per cent.ncluding India, with peaks
Importantly, the main at 300 per cent of the GDP in
obstacle to recovery is fiscakome OECD
austerity or what in Indianeconomies.India has of late
2 parlance s “cutting downga|sg gone into the clutches
expenditure”. Interestingly, of panks and financial
the UNCTAD report finds jnstitutions leading to high
that 13 of the advancedcosts, extortions which are

1'szconomi?s experiencedhdding to peoples’ miseries
ez%li?e”ty between 2011-35 these organisations

) . favoured large corporate
_Besides, for India tradeyhjle fleecing the average
‘will remain a problem ascommon savers. Thus, the
exports have not grown antham aadmi's money is at risk
imports have not slumpedyyhich finally leads to the
Consequently, the tradejoom of the market and
balance is massivelyeconomy.
distorted. Gloomily, hopes of  Hence, UNCTAD calls
its correction are not seen byor an end to financialisation
» UNCTAD. AlSO, glObal as it has led to

demand remains sluggish amdebtedness across the
World over there is a lack 0fn0n_financia| sector,
jobs as a result people doncreasing to 188 per cent of
not have money to meet theighe global GDP crisis. Steps
Sneeds.. like demonetisation are also
| Pertinently, UNCTAD financialisation and leads to
had laid the highest hope orevere “income disparity”.
growth ~ of emerging  Among some of the
economies, particularly Indiameasures for correction, it
and China, but now it statega|is for a global dialogue
e“they are facing significant jike the Marshall Plan of 1947
continue to rise without realgank and General

ssigns of robust growth andagreement on Trade Tariff
there concern about politica GATT).
instability,. faIIing commodity ~ | ast but not the least, the
| prices, higher interest rateg)n body calls for labour’s
in the US and a strongektrong ‘voice for higher
E‘dollar"‘. All these are virtual wages and bringing down
“key risks for the Indiantax rates as this mostly

Yyeconomy. deprives about half of the
Another concern thatearnlngs of the Wage

India recently faced is beingagrners.

seen to be a global clearly, Governments
dphenomenon. Think. Nethave to come together to

the nation into quagmire capital flow is shrinking --- taxe people out of the

j reminiscent of the 2007-08¢|ytches of big houses and

Also, net private capital flow

that had reached about $ 205‘2‘8252@ Wtc?jd gégbaall
billion in 2011 has shrunk totyrnover else it would

negative levels since lategntinue to shrink as

_ The deregulation of may continue to rise, the
financial markets is beingreport warns. Therefore
seen as the biggest problemyorid Governments must
It increases inequality andmake the report a bedrock

instability. The rise of the topof the policy framework. ----
one per cent super elites is ajNFA

customary international lawreligious discrimination. The are countries like Germanynot need bank finance present political gimmick
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Don’t waste, fashion it out

The urban waste that is generated around us today is mindboggling. But
the same waste can have a new life, Maiyankini Bose finds out how

low Fashion is the new fast fashion and

the recycling-upcycling the new age

mantra. Four such brilliant initiatives

have shifted the focus from fast to slow

fashion, and using waste in a creative
manner underlining the importance of a green and
sustainable lifestyle.

Doodle it out

Started in 2014, ‘Doodlage’ is a Delhi-based
slow-fashion brand dealing with recycling and up-
cycling of industrial fabric and garment waste. All
garment houses generate post-cutting fabric waste
which this homegrown fashion brand upcycles to
a brand new garment by patching and panelling
them together. Just the way as doodles can never
be exactly replicated, each product by Doodlage
is also unique.

Says Kriti Tula, brand head, “Designing a gar-
ment out of fabric waste is like joining the pieces
of a jigsaw puzzle together by removing all the
non-uniformity and defects separately from each
fabric panel.”

Operated by a team of seven designers, their
successful collections like the Spring Summer
Collection 2017 ‘Cloud Walker’ replete with doo-
dles, quotes and hand embroidery are all on natu-
ral fabrics. Their latest Autumn Winter 2017
collection named ‘Dreams and Dystopia’ talks
about the chaos and social issues in the world
around today.

Their recent participation in the event ‘Restart
Fashion’ at Lakme Fashion Week gave a creative
twist with their theme, ‘Armchair Activism’, using
Converse India’s upcycled plastic ‘Lifaffa’ fabrics
with an addition of patchwork, prints and embroi-
dery that were inspired by city grids and disap-
pearing foliage. Strong slogans in prints and
embroidery further pushed social causes in a fash-
ion-oriented arena.

The brand is currently selling online on their
website and through 40 other multi-designer bou-
tiques in tiers 1 and 2 cities pan-India. Along with
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(Top) Schematic diagram of Lifestyle Zero WAste model; (clockwise from above left) recycled chipboard, lavendar bath soap, recycled
chair, a model flaunts a slow-fashion look and Sahar Mansoor with her two-year-old carbon footprint held in a small glass jar

women’s fashion, they also design bags and home
furnishings from fabric shreds generated from left-
over fabric.

Ethically sound

Ethic Attic is a new-age fashion concept based
out of Indiranagar in Bengaluru connecting arti-
sans and fashion patrons adhering to principles
of fair trade. Spearheaded by Rema Sivaram and
Pradeep Krishnappa, it promotes fair wages and
zero wastage using their vast network of weaver
clusters and artisans across India.

Keeping true to their brand ethos, they use
only natural fibres like organic cotton, hand-
woven lkkat from Pochampally, linen (sourced
from Jharkhand), Eri silk (sourced from Assam),
bamboo and banana fibre and even lotus fabric
generated from lotus stems.

“Eri silk is the only non-violent silk in the
world as the silk worm is not killed in the process
of silk extraction and grown only in Assam.
That’s why it forms an integral part of our collec-
tion,” informs Sivaram, creative director.

Their boutique store housing Ethic Attic and
other sustainable eco-friendly labels opened in
Indiranagar recently.

The store is housed in an eco-friendly environ-
ment in the same space where they have earlier
hosted the Slow Fashion weekends with pop ups
from sustainable brands like Akaba, Common
Oxen, Dori Designs, Nature Alley, Rouka and
Vermillion in the apparel and accessory space. A
first in Bengaluru, it proved to be a grand suc-
cess.

Rema says, “Through this Slow Fashion event
organised in the studio, we could conclude, that

consumers appreciate sustainable fashion and
hence there is a need for a fully operating bou-
tique stores housing multiple Slow Fashion
brands together under the same roof.”

Let’s talk trash

Sahar Mansoor, a Zero Waste lifestyle enthusi-
ast, started this venture by replacing plastic with
green substitutes like steel, bamboo, paper, etc. of
daily life use. In order to stop being part of the
waste problem, she learnt the art of organic soap
making which she now mass produces under her
Zero waste label ‘Bare Necessities’, started in
2016.

“I started with Design It Yourself workshops on
personal care products but soon realised not every-
one can spare the time to manufacture them, and

they don’t know from where to buy them from.
Thus was seeded the idea of “‘Bare Necessities,”
adds Mansoor.

Currently, Zero Waste Lifestyle and Home
products are sold online via Mansoor’s website,
Instamojo and The Style Salad. While offline she
has presence with Organic Lifestyle store Happy
HealthyMe in city’s Indiranagar. Her products
range from Lavendar bath salts, detergent, com-
postable bamboo toothbrush, organic peppermint
toothpaste, etc. coconut fiber reusable spoon to
stainless steel straw. This motley mix of green
products is all made from recyclable materials en-
suring nothing ends in the landfills. “Our future
plan is to expand our range in products to transi-
tion into a fully sustainable lifestyle,” Mansoor
says.

Waste not, create

Sahaas Zero Waste is a socio-environmental en-
terprise by Sahaas, an NGO and managed by a
team of ten members.

Their Zero Waste programme offers on-site so-
lutions to bulk waste generated in tech parks and
residential complexes by providing them segrega-
tion options at source.

Currently, it manages 25 tonnes of waste per
day across Bangaluru, Chennai and Hyderabad.
The wet waste is converted into compost or biogas
and dry waste is prepared for recycling. It is sorted
into categories like plastic, paper and metal so that
they can be used in recyclers while the low grade
lightweight multi-layered plastic like chips and
biscuit wrappers are non recyclabale and hence
used only in cement kilns.

“The bio-gas generated from wet waste is used
to run bio gas vehicle used for waste collection
from bulk waste generators,” informs Vishal, pro-
gramme manager, Sahaas Zero Waste.

As he says, “Waste managed at source becomes
a resource and our main aim is to minimise the
waste going to the landfills by formalising the sec-
tor and creating an impact on the society.” (TWF)

the rise

Internet cosplays, webcamming on

By Sudipto Maity

ove over internet pornography,
Mthe latest gigs to attract a large

number of viewers is creative
internet cosplays (costume plays) and in-
teractive webcamming.

While keeping themselves away from
the physical touch of viewers, these new
tools are enabling models to earn more
cash and more importantly in a much less
time. “It’s about selling your brain, not
your body,” says a cam girl to BBC.

The model, who identifies herself as
Lana, says that she does not feel exploited
as she treats the sessions as a performance.
“I see it like a performance, like a show.
But this is not a job for everybody — a lot
of girls quit after a few weeks or even days,
because they have this mindset that they’re
selling their body. Your mindset is what
matters in this job. I have my limits, and I
truly do not feel exploited,” the model
says. But not everyone agrees.

A former cam-girl, Oana, says it’s not as
casy as some people think it to be. Sharing
her story, she says that she had to enter
prostitution in Germany after she left her
previous job of a camgirl.

Now she works in sex work prevention
in her home town Bucharest. “There are
girls who think they will just stay in front
of the camera and make money. But all the
things they do there will affect their minds.

The next step is prostitution. I see that
now,” she shares.

Webcamming between a male and a fe-
male is illegal in Romania, the country
from where both Lana and Oana hail, but
records have showed that it is a safe haven
for cam girls.

Andra Chirnogeanu, the PR manager of
Studio 20, where most cam girls in
Bucharest works says it’s better than office
work. “It’s psychologically damaging to
stay 12 hours in an office getting paid a
minimum wage,” she says.

“Studio 20 is the largest studio webcam
franchise in the world. It has nine branches
in Romania, including one employing
‘cam-boys’ who service the gay market. Its
other branches are in the Colombian city of
Cali, Budapest and Los Angeles,” a BBC
report reads.

Andrea, who also teaches the models
English, says she helps them out by teach-
ing them about fetishes. “I teach them
about fetishes — what a fetish is, why a
person has one... We study Freud and a lot
of psychology. And we study a book of
gestures because women must be sensual,
smart and beautiful,” she states.

The PR manager is also not keen about
calling it only a sex business and feels that
webcamming offers more.

“This is not only a sex business as some
people think — models have to speak with
amember as if they are in a normal, online

relationship. Being able to discuss many
subjects brings comfort to both parties,”
Andrea maintains.

While most models work from the stu-
dio, some prefer to work from home.

Sandy Bell, who is a graduate with two
university degrees, makes about 100 Euros
a day while working from home.

Others, such as Lana, who work from

the Studio 20 office, make about 4000
Euros a month, which is 10 times the Ro-
manian average wage. The studio too takes
home a similar amount from her sessions.

Live Jasmin is also responsible for the
collection of payments from users.

The site is also the largest web cam host
in the world, with 35-40 million users vis-
iting it daily. The web cam industry, hailed

as one of the fastest money making source,
generated around $3 billion in 2016.

The other factor that is encouraging
these models is the ability to choose be-
tween interaction and terminating a ses-
sion. Sandy says, “What can a member do
to me? If he crosses a line or even if he is
rude to me, I just click the mouse and stop
it. And I can talk to the administrator on the
website and they ban the IP address, so the
guy can never enter again even if he
changes his nickname.”

“I mean, those people are thousands of
miles away from me. They don’t touch you
— nobody touches you. You go online
alone and you work online alone. This has
nothing to do with prostitution,” she adds.

However, webcamming is not the only
option models are resorting to for cash.
Some are creating cosplays and erotic con-
tent and making a living out of it.

Stephanie Michelle is a dedicated cos-
player who creates ‘naughty content’ for
her users. “I’m usually just wearing either
underwear or some tight little tank top or
nothing at all,” she tells The Verge.

Cosplay or costume play is a hobby in
which participants called cosplayers wear
costumes and fashion accessories to repre-
sent a specific character.

Sources may include anime, cartoons,
comic books, live-action films, television
series and video games.

Though many have cried foul at Pa-

treon’s policies, which unlike other social
networking sites allows its users to display
erotic content, the company guideline
states: “Patreon is not for pornography, but
some of the world’s most beautiful and his-
torically significant art often depicts nudity
and sexual expression. Because of that, we
allow nudity and suggestive imagery, as
long as it is marked NSFW. Think of the
policy as allowing ‘R Rated’ movies... but
not porn.”

However, users who subscribe to these
models say it can be a bit ‘disappointing’
at times. “I do believe that we should sup-
port these models, but there are a few mod-
els that take advantage of the Patreon
platform and mislead, scam, or straight up
fail to provide ‘rewards’ to their support-
ers,” says Ollies Meow Master to The
Verge.

So what makes webcamming and cos-
plays so appealing? Experts believe that
personal access is what keeps them glued,
something that is not provided by porno-
graphic sites.

The same also allows these models to
strive for more. “On Instagram, you get 50
million people messaging you a day saying
something crazy, and you never message
back. But on Patreon, those are the people
that are supporting me, literally, financially,
so I’'m gonna message them back,” says a
model who goes by the name Naughty
Nessa. (JEN/TWF)
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Ferrandinis® 75 years

(Continued from last week)

ommonly the missionary works of the sisters include
rural tours, catechesis, health care and sanitation aware-

ness, social service, education, family visits, youth
counselling, vocational guidance, manual skilled training, evan-
gelisation ,manning shelter homes for destitute children and
the aged including assistance in the parishes. To uphold the
sanctity of their vocation, he (Bishop Ferrando) stressed the im-
portance of five great loves or devotions — 1) for Jesus, 2) for
Mary, 3) for Don Bosco, 4) for the missions and 5) for the peo-
ple.

Archbishop Ferrando expired on June 20, 1978, at Genoa and
his mortal remains interned at Rossiglione, but through Divine
miracle after nine years his non-perishable remains were
brought to Shillong as per his wish and permanently interned
at St Margaret’s convent Chapel, adjacent to the Provincialate.
He was raised to the status of Venerable by the present Pope
Francis last year. When Archbishop Mathias was transferred to
Madras-Mylapore, many of the church’s ambitious projects suf-
fered setbacks for sometimes.

When Bishop Ferrando took over things started moving
again at an accelerated pace, that through his sheer vision and
fortitude the former stalled programmes saw fulfilment to com-
pletion. The prevalent situation during his tenure made him de-
pendent upon the available SDBs, FMAs, RNDMs and SClJs
for all the pioneering enterprises, until the MSMHCs came to
the rescue. Later under arrangement with Archbishop Mathias,
he got some diocesan priests also trained at Thanjavur, Tamil
Nadu; the first among Khasis was Fr Albinus lawphniaw.

Reading through the biography of Ven Archbishop Ferrando,
the writer would like to share more findings through his per-
sonal experience. During 1959 Bishop Ferrando celebrated the
silver jubilee of his Episcopal ordination. One week before the
annual Grand Eucharistic procession by first week November,
14 Bishops came to take part in the commemorative function.

On Saturday afternoon prior to the procession, a magnificent
drill display was performed at the top first ground of St Ed-
mund’s School to felicitate the bishops and other dignitaries.
All Catholic schools at that time took part in the programme.
Don Bosco Technical School with its 260 contingent of board-
ers accompanied by the school band conducted by Bro Solomon
Marak, Sdb came out in full strength. The writer also partici-
pated as a small boy. Since the dining hall in the erstwhile
Bishop’s house was too congested for accommodating the guest
bishops and their entourage, a study hall of the day scholar stu-
dents at the old building built by Fr Igino Ricaldone was va-
cated to convert into a bigger makeshift refectory.

The footfall at the Eucharistic procession from Friday on-
wards was exceedingly massive; those from far away rural areas
travelled on foot because of poor communication. Bishop Mor-
row when he celebrated Mass in the school chapel, on Monday
morning, told that the moment Don Bosco boarders appeared
on the ground he was impressed with their skills and discipline
and exhorted everyone to keep up this spirit of Don Bosco. In
a private meeting with Fr Mario Bianchi, Sdb former Secretary
to Bishop Ferrando, he narrated to the writer an interesting
story.

In 1962 while Bishop Ferrando was attending the Vatican
Council IT meeting, the news of Chinese aggression on India
was conveyed to him. He in turn informed the Bishop, while in
great desperation himself rushed to meet St Fr Pio of Pieterlcina
a Cappuchin monk and the last Stigmatist of the 20th century.
He got the appointment immediately and Fr Pio led him to his
private chapel. He asked Fr Bianchi to kneel and pray while St
Pio knelt in front of the Blessed Sacrament praying intensely
for Divine intercession; suddenly he saw a vision of a strange
lady holding her child, covering the region with her mantle and
driving away some strange looking beings. After one hour he

rose up and left the chapel with Fr Bianchi, telling him to return
back to his Diocese in peace, because nothing will happen to it
since the region has been placed under the protection of Mary
Help of Christians. Indeed in no time the Chinese troops with-
drew across the LOAC or Mcmohan line dividing the two coun-
tries.

In 2006, Stephen Memorial Secondary School, Mawroh ob-
served the silver jubilee of its foundation. To commemorate
the event a Souvenir Committee was constituted for the same.
In this case the Souvenir Committee decided to publish a com-
memorative journal and initiate naming of the road, in honour
of the founder and the school, extending from Mawlai
Mawroh junction to Kynton Massar-NEHUportion—1.20Km
distance. The first proposal failed to take off due to deficient
fund and insufficient manpower. The latter was tasked with
the writer to carry out the decision. A representation was pre-
pared to submit to the Dorbar Shnong (Village Governing
Body) Mawlai Mawroh , with copy to the Catholic Managing
Committee (CMC), Mawroh for follow up action.

The writer being executive member of both the locality and
CMC pursued the matter thoroughly, by which the Dorbar
Shnong acceded to the proposal and intimated its approval in
writing to the school authorities. On this ground the documents
were forwarded to the State GAD office for further action at
their end, by the writer himself with due acknowledgement
and was asked to wait till one month for official processing.
Having not heard anything after three months, the writer in-
quired the matter from the dealing department but was told
that no such documents were available.

He then approached the Commissioner & Secretary GAD
Mr Peter W Ingty, IAS (later Addl Chief Secretary) with the
Xeroxed copies of the relevant papers for which he kept with
him. He recalled the file from the department concerned but
got the same reply. He assured the writer that he would get the
thing done and advised him to meet the Minister incharge for
further action. The writer sought appointment with the GAD
Minister Mr Conrad K Sangma (later MP Tura), who promised
the writer to obtain approval in the ensuing Cabinet meeting.
After five days the order came from the I&PR Director Mr
Peter S Dkhar, IAS (later DC Shillong) to the writer’s table
for official notification to the media; simultaneously St Paul’s
Road from Polo Umkhrah Bridge to Shyiap (Belle Fonte) also
got approval. Now Stephen Memorial Road Mawlai Mawroh
bears witness to the fact of being the only road, named as a
tribute to the founder of the MSMHCs Ven Archbishop Fer-
rando, in the whole world.

The pedestal at Don Bosco square, Shillong has its own
story to relate. The monument was built for two important pur-
poses by the then Bishop Mathias to commemorate the canon-
isation to sainthood of St John Bosco on Easter Sunday 1934
and ordination to bishopric of himself and Bishop Ferrando in
November the same year. Its maintenance is being done by the
Don Bosco Technical School and the Don Bosco Past Pupils
Association, Shillong.

After the years passed by Fr Ganguly, CSC became the first
local Bengali Archbishop of Dhaka and died. The cause for rais-
ing him to the status of saint is under process. Bishop Morrow
of Krishnagar founded his own Congregation the Sisters of
Mary Immaculate(SMI),with headquarters at Krisnagar (WB);
so also Acrhbishop D’Rosario his society the Visitation Sisters
of Don Bosco (VSDB), with its headquarters at Madonna Con-
vent, Nongkseh, Upper-Shillong, Meghalaya. Both congrega-
tions are affiliated to the Salesian family. Incidentally out of 10
siblings in the Colussi family 6 entered religious life with Gau-
dio, Attilio, Dino, Daniel and Joseph as SDB priests while Sr
Rina as FMA; the lone survivor Fr Luciano Colussi, Sdb is their
cousin, working with the Australian Province.

(Opinions expressed are the writer's own)

‘Star -

Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 24, 2017

Moon sextile Pluto on your solar return chart indicates a good year ahead.
Invest in higher education this year, to help you open the doors to a brand new
career. Practice a healthier lifestyle by incorporating more exercise and
reviewing your eating habits diet. In the process, you'll eliminate a lingering
health concem within a few short weeks. Spiritual practices will increase your
ability to adapt to the karmic changes you'l experience this year, designed to
redirect your path on a personal as well as professional level. A new opportu-
nity that appears soon will challenge you to move more independently, which
will awaken the passionate entrepreneur within you.
Aries: (March 21 - April 20)
This week highlights friendship, romance and love in your life.
You would be successful in any field that requires a lot of imagi-

nation and vision. You would express your unique individuality,
and if this involves changing careers or jobs, a new relationship,
or a new hobby. Your domestic life takes on top priority. Making
yourself feel comforiable and secure is paramount, and you have
every chance to boost your feeling of stability and support with
family. You attempt difficult tasks, resolve complicated issues and
connect with unapproachable people in higher position.

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)
You meet difficult tasks and resolve work related issues confi-
dently. Business expansion and new professional opportunities
are worth considering. You would admire and adapt new circum-
stances, ideas, and unfamiliar situations. You are able to find
novel solutions to problems now. Your efforts have been estab-
lishing strong professional base which brings in desired and
even unexpected gains. It is good time to organize your work-
place. This would help you to get better perspectives 1o achieve
desired goals. It's time to expand your social and professional
circle.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)
Your ideas and goals are higher than usual, teaching may be
part of the picture, and your cultural and spiritual awareness
increases. Happiness and fulfillment through the expansion of
your mind, widening your social circle, travel, and overseas
connections is indicated during this phase. Those connected
with the media, journalism and arts get an opportunity to show-
case their talent. Students in fine arts and related fields attain
success and good results. This is the right time to share your
loving and personal relationships and share thoughts and ideas
and spend good time in the association of your loved one.
Spending time in solitude among natural surroundings is thera-
peutic.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)
Travel, contact and communication are the keywords of this
period. Opportunities and invitations from overseas take you on
an unplanned journey. Visitors, friends and family make this a
happy time as an event in family is celebrated. You are full of hope
and enthusiasm as you make new beginnings at work and home,
Business expansion and new professional opportunities are
worth considering. Activities related to communication such as
journalism, literature and fine arts are prominent. Short trips and
other forms of communication appeal strongly. The desire for
some form of recognition and financial success is stronger than
any other time enhanced now.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)
A cheerful and hopeful outiook increases your chances of gain-
ing cooperation with outcaste and foreign people and this brings
financial growth. You move on the path of success and betterment
in terms of better financial stability, emotional and mental satisfac-
ion and intellectual growth. It's time to expand your social circle
and to make more contact with groups and friends. Students of
Computer Hardware and Engineering achieve better results
during this week. You handle conversations, seminars, meetings
and express yourself more specifically about the subject. This is
an excellent time to make some financial investments and adopt
new strategies in financial matters. This is a time when you renew
your energy and consider what things are imporiant o you.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)
You would be successful in the fields of creativity, writing and
entertainment industry or in any field that requires a lot of imagi-
nation and vision. You would be able to make an impact on
important people. Your creativity will assist in your output at work
and help you undertake redecorating your office. You may espe-
cially enjoy working with a cross section of people. Your ideas are
higher than usual, teaching may be part of the picture, as your
cultural and spiritual awareness increases. Happiness and ful-

fillment through the expansion of your mind, widening your social
circle, travel, and connections with new associates indicated

during this phase. Students in journalism, law, management and
related fields attain success and good results.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)
A cheerful and hopeful outlook increases your chances of gaining
cooperation of business associates and this brings financial growth.
You maove on the path of success and betterment in terms of better
financial stability, emotional and mental satisfaction and intellectual
growth. You expand your circle of influence and these new associ-
ates would prove to be beneficial in the long run. You handle
conversations, seminars, meetings and express yourself more spe-
cifically about the subject. Financial investments vield good gains.
This is a time when you renew your energy and consider what things
are important to you.

Scorpio: (October 24 - November 22)
This period highlights friendship, romance, love and children. You
give a new approach to love, children and creative projects. A new
set-up in existing love affair or a new love affair altogether may be
formed. Your professional life brings rewards and recognition. You
are working hard and inclined towards more detailed work. An
exciting job offer, reward, recognition, or promotion is possible in this
period. An opportunity to expand business arrives now. Increased
connections and experiences come into picture. This is a period of
growth as well as some form of blosseming. Your career, reputation
and public life are influenced. This is a very fortunate time to arrange
get to-gathers, parties and fun. Increased public recognition and
professional success characterizes this phase. You would become
more particular about your health and diet.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)
You may begin to take on more responsibilities on the job or in
another service-oriented capacity. Your job could become rather
tedious or boring, or working conditions may be poor, tiring and
frustrating. You would be sensible about your diet, health, hygiene,
and fitness needs. You find yourself more accountable than ever
when it comes to your work and output. This is a good time to belong
with a friend or a group who shares your own ideas and thoughts.
You would attach yourself to unusual, more spiritual, friends. This is
an excellent period for starting new regimens to improve your health
and well-being, such as regular exercise, more structured and

productive use of your time, and so forth.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)
It would be wiser to face difficult people and situations rather than
avoid them as there would be victory and success in professional
ventures. Don't take the one you love granted but show your love and
appreciation. Communications from overseas are hopeful and excit-
ing as business opportunities are extended to you. Financial trans-
actions and professional projects go ahead smoothly with goodwil
and they would be profitable. Your professional skills, wisdom and
craft is appreciated and fresh opportunities for expansion are made
available to you, Personal relationships gain a romantic and exciting
quality. Tackle sensitive subjects and difficult people and get your
point a across. Business projects and associations are opening up
and widening your horizons so you need to think expansively from
now onwards.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)
You would achieve a lot in business and professional aspects by
combining creativity and practicality. You play the role of the elderly
in the family and personal situations by taking on extra responsibility
and giving direction. You can expect superiors to support you and
stand up for you in tough situations at work. You can trust your
intuition about people and situations when called upon to mediate in
conflicts and collaborations. You are bold and adventurous and you
cannot tolerate delay that prevents you from behaving exactly you
want. How willing you're prepared to experiment and explore new
approaches will determine your success this time. You will be consid-
erably more productive, healthy, and focused.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)
This is a favorable period for people in sports, media and other
related fields. It's a great time to exert your personal influence, as you
are coming across as especially cooperative and graceful. You are
more willing to adapt to new circumstances, ideas, and unfamiliar
situations. It's a good time to join organizations and groups and to
attend meetings or social events. This would be a right time to go for
long term investments and speculations. This phase brings excellent
opportunities for those in creative and related fields. You would work
more creatively and express yourself with more sensitivity, compas-
sion, and warmth. You have been more determined and hard-work-
ing and this brings fulfilment of desires particularly in your personal
and domestic life. You are physically energetic and enjoy the feeling
of well being and confidence.

-<
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Prey to superstitions

By Maneka Sanjayv Gandhi

uperstitions
kill animals.
This is my
third article

enumerating what ille-
gal animal parts are
being sold, by so-
called Hinduism sites, to gullible buyers
in search of magic to change their lives
for the better. People have reached such
a level of frustration and fear that they
are prepared to spend money to destroy
every other species in the hope that this
will bring a change in their fortunes.

There are more lies about so-called Sa-
cred Objects than any other items in the
world — shaligrams (ammonite stones)
rudrakshas (seeds of the Elaeocarpus-
ganitrus tree) for instance, but [ am only
taking those that involve animal lives.

I have already written about hathjodi,
the penis of the monitor lizard and Siyar
Singhi, the imaginary horn on the head
of a particular jackal (neither the species,
nor the bone exists).

The biggest fraud of all is the Naga-
mani, the magic stone that supposedly
comes from the forehead of a cobra. It
supposedly can be amber yellow, honey,
dark green, light green, red, white or
black (depending on the plastic avail-
able!)

It purportedly emanates light all the
time and can be used at night as an alter-
native to an electric bulb. It can be seen
from miles away like a helmet worn by a
miner (except on the snake’s forehead
where it doesn’t glow at all).

However, according to the sites, who
need to have built in alibis when the
items they sell for lakhs of rupees don’t
work, the “light emission is proportionate
to the age of the snake who should be
older than 30 years, and the stone from a
younger snake does no tpossess that
much light as that of an old snake gem.

So nagamanis are genuine from snakes
but are not old enough or grown enough
do not emit enough light. Some emit a
pale green light only at night and only if
they have been kept in the sun during the
day. Some emit light only when they are
kept on tree leaves, others when kept on
flowers, some only do it outside the
house and others — when no one is look-
ing. Some light up on amavasya or no
moon night. If it doesn’t light up at all,
then it is an ‘ichhadharinagamani’ which
is even rarer and costlier in that it will
light up at will !!!” Considering that the
life of a King Cobra is about 17-20 years
in captivity and half of that in the wild
and normal cobras are even less, the
chances of a finding an electric bulb in
its head are non-existent. One site says
that an opaque nagamani that doesn’t
emit light is also a nagamani except that
it is a second level one and its real name
is Snakestone.

Some nagamanis are solid like stone.
Others are transparent. The sites hasten
to add that the nagamani cannot be iden-
tified by a gemology laboratory, only by
people who are experts in the Vedas
(where it is not mentioned at all). There
seems to be no settled idea of what a
nagamani is — except its price and what
it brings to the buyer: protection from
snakes, devils and chronic diseases.

Every site accuses the other of selling
fakes made of plastic or stone. Some say
only the black ones are real and all the
other colours are fake. Others say that
only the blacks are fake.

Bill kiJer or Bill kiNaal is the umbili-
cal cord of the cat which is almost impos-
sible to get as the cat eats it immediately
on giving birth. The only way it can be
gotten is if you tie up a cat while it gives

birth, subject it to physical torture and cut
the cord yourself.

This so-called cord, which is probably
a human umbilical cord as these are often
thrown away in hospitals, is meant for
gamblers, stockbrokers, share investors
and they must energise it with an expen-
sive puja. It will then give lots of money
and many buildings.

No one knows what the Garudmani or
Eagle Pearl is. Even the sites do not ex-
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and the secretion of the elephant’s brain!
And this unlikely mix is supposed to cure
cancer, arthritis, impotency, childlessness
and make you rich.

How do the sites identify it as authen-
tic? All water touched by it turns to milk.
It throbs in your hand. It drinks coconut
water. To test it, sit in the Northeast di-
rection with the gajamani in your right
hand and close your eyes for 90 minutes.
If you are a good person and your

e umbilical cord of the cat

which is almost impossible to get as the cat eats it im-
mediately on giving birth. The only way it can be gotten
is ifyou tie up a cat while it gives birth, subject it to
physical torture and cut the cord yourself

The biggest fraud of all is the
Nagamani, the magic stone
that supposedly comes from

Lion teeth which
have been ‘washed,
brushed and
cleaned properly’.
Made into amulets
they give strength
and power

plain which part of the eagle’s body this
amazing stone comes from, but it is prob-
ably petrified and baked faeces. Its buyer,
according to them, will develop keen
eyesight, hunting skills, powers of obser-
vation, dominance over others, focus. He
will soar like a bird and retrieve territory,
becoming hugely popular as he swoops
down. He will keep Rahu, Mangal and
Shukra under his wings. All this in one
piece of faeces evicted by the bird.

The same sites are selling lion teeth
which have been “washed, brushed and
cleaned properly”. Made into amulets
they give strength and power and every
judge, ruler and army officer has only
risen to the top because he keeps ener-
gised teeth in his pants. If I find any buy-
ers, after this site owner gives his list to
the police, they will also be head prison-
ers in jail.

The Gajamukta/Hathimani, or Ele-
phant pearl, is touted as found in a very
rare species of elephant (there are only
two, the African and Asian). They come
from “Airavata elephants” (a species
only known to Indra the raingod and are
a synonym for clouds). The pearl is a dull
white piece which is a mixture of ivory,
pearl, bone marrow, calcium, Vitamin D

the forehead of a cobra

chakras are clean then you will feel ter-
rible pain in your heart, spine and head.
If you feel nothing then you should buy
it since you need to get your chakras
cleaned up!

Owl feet are commonly found in the
market and on sites. This extremely use-
ful bird is now very threatened because
it is captured and its feet cut and dried
and sold as amulets that bring protection
against illness and the evil eye.

Imagine a table full of lizard and
jackal penises, bird facces and feet, pred-
ator teeth, bits of elephant bone, pebbles
and plastic, seeds and stones. Do you
think this crackpot collection will give
you riches and poweror cure your dis-
eases? Do you not sound mad?

Two sadhus met. What are you search-
ing for, asked one. “I am looking for
where God is” replied the second, “And
you?”. “I am looking for where God
isn’t.” said the first. God and success lies
within you, not in sticks and stones and
the blood, bone and faeces of killed ani-
mals.

(To join the animal welfare movement
contact gandhim@nic.in, www.people-
foranimalsindia.org)

East & West are poles apart

( jHINA: “The giant has awakened!
Let the world tremble!”

ALSO CHINA: “We banned your
tweet because it may cause our civilisa-
tion to collapse.”

I totally don’t get that country. Their
messages are too mixed.

Mind you, the whole world is baffling
these days. One of the defining questions
of the modern era seems to be: What Is
Your Position On Cow Poop?

Two news items that arrived in this
columnist’s inbox on the same morning
highlighted the two main options.

An angry farmer used a farm machine
to spray “a wave of manure” all over a law
enforcement officer’s vehicle, said a news
item from Vermont in the US. There was
widespread disgust at the act, commenta-
tors said. Covering your house with cow
dung has huge benefits and will even make
it proof against radioactive beams, a high
court judge declared, according to news
items from Rajasthan in India. Judge Ma-
hesh Chand Sharma sang the praises of
cow poop earlier this summer.

Clearly that US farmer should move to
Asia and bring his dung-spraying machine.

What other news items highlight East-
West differences?

A colleague pointed out that the US TV
reality series ‘I Married A Stranger’ is now
playing on screens in Asia. “But marrying
a stranger is normal in much of South
Asia,” she said. To have the same shock ef-

fect, she suggested starting a reality TV se-
ries called ‘I Married Someone I Knew’.
Reader Amitava Bose noted that the US
beauty contestant who said “marriage is
between a man and a woman” was consid-
ered by Westerners to have said something
utterly outrageous while people from the
East were left scratching their heads. “In
the West, failure to be politically correct is
a far worse crime than murder,” said Bose.

THE
FUNNY
SIDE

Nury
Vittachi

I was sceptical of this, but he pointed
out that the Western media is beside itself
with hysteria at President Donald Trump,
who says politically incorrect things but
has not murdered anyone. The exact same
media worships the ground walked on by

former President Barack Obama, who was
politically correct but committed extra-ju-
dicial murder (he got his men to sneak into
Pakistan and execute Osama Bin Laden
and four others, including a woman). Good
point. Bose said that if I was ever arrested
for assassinating someone in a Western
country (unlikely), my best defence would
be to say something like: “I supported
transgender rights before it was cool.”

This columnist, who has roughly equal
numbers of friends who are Eastern and
Westernised, liberal and conservative,
tends to avoid these controversial issues.

But I was delighted to hear about a case
in Mumbai that should keep all sides
happy. A woman named Aarav Appukuttan
felt her personality was male. A man
named Sukanyeah Krishna felt his person-
ality was female.

They went independently to a clinic for
gender re-assignment — but met and fell
in love, the media reported.

Now the man-turned-woman plans to
marry the woman-turned-man.

Their case stomps violently on tradition,
so liberals will cheer loudly, but will ulti-
mately end up with a male marrying a fe-
male, so conservatives can also cheer
loudly. Everybody’s happy, just like the
bride, in her macho suit, and the groom, in
his pretty dress.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based fre-
quent traveller. Send ideas and comments
via his Facebook page)
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A successful man is one who makes more
money than his wife can spend. A
successful woman is one who can find
such a man.
--- Fred A. Allen
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Sushma strikes out
INDIA'S external affairs minister, Sushma Swa
can mix diplomacy with hard talk. She said that wi
India produced IT power, engineers and doc
Pakistan churned out jihadis. She told the UN Ge
Assembly that if Pakistan stamped out terroris
its territory, the whole world should welcome it.
wondered how Islamabad could have the che
preach human values in India, referring to Paki
Prime Minister, Shahid Khagan Abbasi's charg
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; ; . ; ; ore than one hundred The other factor that will have the kind of money his
Slamm'ngthemtematlonal community for being bl enty seats in the nextplay a role in the NPP'sopponent has but heCOngress, the
to terrorism as a global threat. That cannot b
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internal law and order problem, she said. Sus
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terrorist. At the same time, she held a brief for Pr
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The pertinent question is what
change can the party hope to
bring when it is welcoming the

nieghg that, let us give all the

garties a thumbs-up for
D @éepting the fact as it is anc
irgming up publicly that this
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its fold. If the Congress has
shown them the door then that
itself speaks volume about the
non-performance of the ousted
leaders.

r@hzgolute majority. None of
the parties dare to project
that they would win more

Swaraj also had a bilateral meeting with [J8an thirty seats because
their goal is to barely reach

Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson. She raised the |sgide halfway mark and
of terrorism and H-IB visas. Discussions were helgFepting the ground reality
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Stephenson Mukhim an
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Myanmar govt has to act fast to
generate trust among Rohingyas

Relief operations
must speed up
‘while talks continue

t
D

By Harihar Swarup

Who are Rohingyas andgealing with illegal migrants
why they are migrating enyyas part of the executive’s
jmasse from Myanmar?eycusive policy domain
Rohingya is an ethnic anq its validity could not be
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they are not treated aSpetition against
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i generations, have resulted ifMyanmar’s de facto Prime
reevolt in young men of the njinister Aung San Suu Kyi
community and they havegaig her country does not
,become insurgents. Thefegr international scrutiny
Myanmar army suppressedyng invited diplomats to see

sruthlessly what they call gome areas themselves.

. . Though an estimated 4,
innocent Rohingyas, who21 000 Rohingyas have fled
had nothing to do with {5 Bangladesh in less than

ginsurgency, suffered. Sog month as their villages
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Reports from Bangladeshyyanmar'ssecurity forces.
say Rohangyas are lostype Rohingyas fled their
unattended and unaware ofjjjages in the military
the fate that awaits them.crackdown that followed,
'Numbed by the brutalities agng many of their villages
witnessed back home inhaye been burnt but
yanmar, theonly thing members of the persecuted
they know is the pangs ofminority have said soldiers

d

. ) .. will stand the parties in good
in order to strengthen the US-India political 3

Nk Delhi. Hopeful is the only
i ‘I{ir? y the BIP' one who has not mad
[ ' is evi ' i IS lme the S any indication of his nex
ecorTomlc pa.rtnershlp. Sheis e\_lldentlytrymg tode né,'llggan of a Congress-freesenior congress MLAsto be a leader. Themg\,e. Hopeful  will
maximum mileage out of President Donald Trumpi&ghalaya will not be awhom the party had isolatedCongress is also planningcertainly not get the
glare on terrorism in Pakistan and the Taliban. IE’?“W pr1e(:|se|y bfecause 9fwere forced them to enter theo put-up a bureauqratcOhgress ticket becaus
) ) ) € party’s own doing. BJP'sNPP camp. The pertinentwho is currently applying Shitlang Pale is still the

been a long time since India talked tough at the global ambition of winning the question is what change carfor VRS to contest againststrong contender for th
; o : te on its own withoutthe party hope to bring whenthe suspended membeparty’s ticket, so Hopefu
high table a'j]d it IS. perhaps time for th‘(-:t Worlq o 1]a%‘gking any kind of pre- it is welcoming the same oldand CEM of KHADC. HM can again contest as &
note of India’s disadvantaged position vis-a{végection pact or Congress warhorses to itsShangpliang another highindependent and he ha
. . . - . erstanding with itsfold. If the Congress hasranking IAS officer who the chance to win only i
PakISt?n Wh'_Ch Con_tmues to flght.supverswe bat DA alliance will only help shown them the door thenhails from Mawsynram. He he has the support of Pal
on Indian soil and literally bleed it with a thousaritle Congress. The Congresthat itself speaks volumewill give P.N. Syiem a It is obvious now thaf
is still a major player in stateabout the non-performancetough fight in the ensuing the next election to the

cuts. because it is still in control of the ousted leaders. election. state assembly will be
of the two Autonomous While the other parties The Congress which four way fight and in any
| LOOKING BACK | District Councils. So for the are finding it difficult to put has all along multi-cornered fight the

May 1, 1989
Telecom Department reorganized

Congress, it is always betteup candidates in all theaccommodated the miningincumbent party will
to have multiple contestantsconstituencies, the Congres$obby because most of thealways gain the uppe
than a straight fight. still has a problem of plenty coal barons were part anchand. The only factor tha
: : The recent developmentas many party men andparcel of the party then iswill go against the
N Eastern ReglOn in the JHADC also proveswomen are applying fornow relieved of the Congress Party is the ant
.| that the Congress is still intickets to the Party to contespressure as most of theincumbency factor, henc
The EasternTelecom- states, West Bengal, Bihareontrol of the ADC when from  all  the sixty leaders have left the partyits success will depen
munication Region of theOrissa and the Andaman frpompor Shiwat who is constituencies. This timeto join the BJP. On the very much on how it deal
Department of Nicobar Islands. uspected to be onaround the Congress also hagther hand it is also awithit. If at all there is any
Telecommunication has been The Centre is headed hy>U3 L ; lessing in disquise for th tv that i ing t
reorganized  into  anthe apex Easterh Shiawbhalang’s side wasbetter candidates to replacdlessing in disguise for theparty that is going to cros
Lhunceremoniously removedsome of the ousted MLAs asParty — because  thethe magic number it will be

“"Independent Result ProfitTelecommunication Regio .
Centrré" from Monday. TheBoard and will be chaired byfrom the office of the CEM it is evident that the business tycoons who are¢he  Congress.  Th

reorganization has beefhe Chief General Manage
effected with a view to P S Saran who ha

g eportedly been give
grnoa/ Id'ﬂgx?g?l?[ti ' ?ﬁtor}?}g‘)’a\dequate administrative a

: : financial powers. The Chi
operation of long distancesgnera) Manager has al
transmission media ang;q

sreplaced by a Andrewformer bureaucrat who hagpPoliticians are no longer in chance to at least be t
) Shullai a first time MDC.  better qualification and muchthe party fold. ~ The Party which will win]|
' The next best contendemore experience in public €ongress has been able tenaximum numbers of sez
clsbo the Congress is the NPPservice than the incumbent?nettk:'g Ogrtgeofb“%ﬂ,ﬁgis;?g”aggsth‘?thzay'r?]gré"’ht'ﬁt
N : en made responsible fpPut the party's lack of MLA from the Nartiang ¢ itg fold aﬁd this is ?nerriér ‘will reverberate in
circuits by the body whichyhe™ grawing up of 4 discipline is one factor thatconstituency.  Jopthiaw '

is responsible for theperspective plan and annjatould hamper its chance Lyngdoh, IAS, is going to 900d for the party. ;
maintenance  of SUChBIang for cl?peration angd This was evident from thegive the ousted , _The other contender tothe hills and valleys of ths
systems in the North Eastermaintenance for the region. the top spot is the alliancestate.

TOTHE EDITOR

A Cowardly act! The ends do not justify Why attaCk like the police and judiciary, chemicals operating inremain a man in its
the means and this attack on, . such attacks will continue andcomplex ways and theexternal form, and yet
Editor, Paul Lyngdoh merits Journahsts and our basic fundamental rightorigin of life is a natural whose consciousnes

condemnation by all right . "
thinking people. Whether or artIStS !
not Paul Lyngdoh should be Editor

to state protection will remainresult of the evolution of will rise far above the
unfulfiled. We need to that matter. Indeed, thismind and its slavery to
address the problem ofheéw aspect of the researcignorance.” '

. re-e;ected is left for the This refers to vyourimpunity in journalists’ highlights Sri Aurobindo’s This ~ascending
{_gggdgy oses L'[jfgley H;:?:ofe"p'e of the constituencyggitorial “Journalist life on murders to  ensure that the/iSIon. : evolution gives us hope
p o decide in 2018. It is truethe line” (ST- Sept 23, 2017).press can work freely. Let us In Sri Aurobindo, we that life is not

among political contendersy .+ saonle want change in o : . i~dind a pure optimism ~ ameaningless. It has
as it happened just beforey ¢ tﬁeyphave to bringgthart]tth:'tmdﬁ]e: W(;rtrt)gggsto seepromote a safe and enabllné)romise for our golden definite purpose. One

the elections-2018.This ; onenvironment for those Whog o "o caiq” — “There isday, the cosmologica
change through their vote : . , y, U : g
may happen to any other g g “Journalists seem to beexercise their right to freedom, | ascending evolution inevolution will make us

candidates of et by criminal acts. 1t 1 increasing both in frequencyof expression, especially forature which goes from themore humane in futurd
it ancies | possible that MLAs aré notynq prytality. The highjournalists & artists who

constituencies if we are notgpje to fulfil the aspirations y. : ¢ hei K with stone to the plant, from thethan what we have
alert and take precautionsof  their constituents. Percentage of journalistsperform their work without pjant to the animal, from managed to become 4
The attack on Mr Someone. somewhere mighioSing their lives while interference. animal to man. Becausepresent ~ "a thinking ang
Lyngdoh’s home is an pe disillusioned becausego overing politics and Yours etC., man is, for the moment, thespeaking animal". So
uncivilized act of cowardice, ynfulfilled bromises or corruption, reflects poorly Vinod C. Dixit |ast rung at the summit ofwhat the song ~ "We arg
which emerges out of pecause gf lack  of 0N the law & order situation. Ahmedabad- 15 the ascending evolution;the world" says, is going

Women journalists, in he considers himself as thdéo happen ~ "It's true we'l

The recent attack on the
residence of sitting MLA of
Shillong  West, Paul

jealousy and pressure fromgevelopment within the . : ; i - d
some exiernal forces whoconsituency. But all thosePaicular are frequenty - Cosmological fina sase | in tnis make & betief day) Jug
seek to create ruckus andaspirations need to be '_“adécid attacks. A journalist is  evolution! there can be nothing onall are active participants
vandalism. This sort of public during election aotes. A Journ earth superior than him. Inin the cosmological relay
action was not seen incampaigns, not by personaﬁlso a citizen who enjoys the . that he is mistaken. In hisrace holding and passin
Meghalaya in the paSt bUtattaCkS Let the Iegislators’rlghts.gu.aranteed by our EdItOI’, physical nature he- iS yetthe Batons of evo'utionl
it has erupted out of main concern be for theCOnstitution. Freedom of = scientists now have g o wholly an animal, a Yours efc.,
nowhere. Political vendettawelfare of the people and nofXPression is an inalienablgeliable information that it is {hinking and speaking Sujit De,
cannot be at the cost of thefor political gimmicks. | hope '9Nt, and expressing arcosmological  evolution gnimal “but still an animal Kolkata

candidate’s and his family’s the common people learn tg?Pinion about a film, or awhich has guided matteri, his material habits and
life and property. It strikes put a full stop to this sort of POIiCY, Or a politician on afrom simplicity to complexity, jnstincts. Undoubtedly,
at the root of constitutional violence and not be misledforum that calls itself socialfrom inorganic to organic. natre cannot be satisfie
rights and democracy. Butby money power and otherMedia is a natural extensiofFossils ~ document  theyih sych an imperfec
the culprit fails to illegal means. of that inalienable right.increase in brain size of ourag it she endeavours t
understand his actions Yours etc., Unless the nation wakes ugncestors. It has been noticefliing out a being who will
which are like the opium of Evarist Myrsing together to reform andthat Ig_e is hardly rpore _thal? 8pe to man what man is t
political mania. Shillong-17 Strengthen our institutions,combination ot simple {he animal, a being who wil

etters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

rof the Council and wasCongress is putting up amore of businessmen thanCongress stands a goctb

all the Party’s rallies along organizations.

hunger and thirst as theyand “Buddhist mobs
Bstruggle to survive. attacked them.

According to the gy Kyi's first address
UNICEF, of two lakh-0odd {5 the nation since the
children who have crossedyjglence erupted came days

eover to Bangladesh in recenlyfter she cancelled plans to
weeks, at least, 1,312 havgittend the UN General
ebeen separated from theilagsemply, a decision

parents. Aid agenciesyjdely seen as a response
restimated the number of loskg international criticism.

iehildren will shoot up as she assured Bangladesh,

2

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
. Banerjee says all Rohingya refugees couldn’t
? be branded terrorists. “Let the government

take steps again those who have terror links,
Irbut the misdeeds of the few can’t be
: generalized.

more refugees arrive in Cox'S|ndia and other nations that
Bazar. Most of these\yanmar was prepared to
children are vulnerable to{gke back the “refugees”
trafficking and exploitation, after “verification process”.
either commercially or This is not as easy as it
sexually. sounds. The process is
Migrants from Myanmar pased on a 1993 agreement
jare creating problems inyeached with Bangladesh
fIndia and the union ypger which repatriation
overnment says inputSyas given to “those
grom security agencies a”dcarrying Myanmar’s
other authentic materialjgentity cards”, “those able
tindicated linkages of sometq present other documents
of the unauthorizedisgyed by relevant

* Rohingya immigrants with \yanmar authorities” and
Pakistan-based terror«]| those able to furnish

, s. Many of eyidence of their residence
2Rohingyas figure in thej, Myanmar”.

suspected sinister designs |t is doubtful that many

of ISI/ IS and other extremistamong over four lakhs, who
groups who want to achievefjeq, carried their

the@r uI_terior_motives iNn documents with them, or
India, including that of had any to begin with. Only
flaring communal and iy 2015, the Myanmar
sectarian violence ingoyernment cancelled
sensitive areas. __ Temporary Residence cards

West Bengal Chief gjyen to the Rohingyas
Minister Mamata Banerjee from 1995. At the centre of

i
3

5

says all Rohingya refugeeshe present crisis is
couldn't  be  branded \jyanmar’'s refusal to
terrorists. “Let

the accept the Rohingya people
government take steps agaiys citizens of the country,
tthose who have terror links,ang unless this is resolved,
can't be generalized. Wecgptinue. The Rohingyas
need to distinguish betweemyre not in the list of 135
terrorists and (_:ommone.rs",|\/|yamm[rfS ethnic groups
,[She says adding India’syng the 1982 Citizenship
security could not be act makes it next to
compromised, Ut impossible for them to

| “branding  the  entire gcquire citizenship.
Pcommunity terrorist IS  The  Kofi  Annan

inhuman”. Someone shouldagyisory Commission on

task the CM how to sort outrakhine state, appointed at
among large number ofgy, Kyi's behest,

* migrants, who is a terroristg pmitted its report on
and who is not? Somepygust 25, which said
innocents are bound to\jyanmar should establish

Jsuffer. . aclear strategy and timeline

A galaxy of Indian for  the  citizenship
lawyers including Fali S yerification process. It has
Nariman and Kapil Sibal recommended a review of
have filed a petition in the existing Citizenship Act.
Supreme Court on behalf ofg,y Kyi referred this in her
two Rohingya Muslims speech to say the doable
opposing the centre’sygcommendations would be
decision to deport migrants.implemented  in  the

The government stood«ghortest” time. Doubtless,
by its decision to deportthat will not include the
illegal Rohingya migrants citizenship Act overhaul.

and told the apex court that|pa Service)
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Why Indian economy
has slowed down

Medical seats restored Why has the economy demonetisation nearly 1.

has b h i ) ; dbslowed down and what does By TN Ashok trillion notes have com
IT has been a harrowing experience for studegdsernment want to do right back into the system, terr
allocated seats in the medical colleges of Assam

- Demonetisation of oldKumar and Neeraj Kumar Subramaniam wants tofunding has been dealt
'gs 500 and RS1000 notesGupta -- are expected tofactor this into account blow, black money has con
reasons best known to the Governnuégitssam,| which constituted 86% of thebramtﬁén;n%n otfht?] glg\év dmgbefore wrappingh up his ?uti(lalbelt even '(]; it ? in
in ci i y, Indiapresentation to the Primetrickles,  unproductive
the students from Meghalaya who had passed tfgjjency ™ circulation, had ¥ i
NEET examination were met with rebuff when th
went to join their respective medical colleges

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2017

he SW monsoon has beemovernment is only trying India losing the fastest-

A political
revolution

By Michael Makri

7

D

r Like me many of us in gpout electing a ruling
aMeghalaya are expecting t;%}overnment but about a
esee the 2018 elections as aphovement that will radically
opportunity for change andchange the status quo. We
development and alsoneed a campaign that will
sopportunity to rectify the not influence people to
eerrors of the past. The 201&;jmply vote for a person, but
electoral exercise should beqy people to mobilize and
seen as the transformationghe genuinely involved in the
fright of every voter to political process. We need
dintroduce a new set of ourgy campaign that will put to

ipeople’s priorities and a newhe fore the people's
vision for our state, a NneWjpnterests for a mass-
Ipath of development for thegrientation and at the same
Z|>com|ng five years. | amime trustworthy and action
saying this because for sqyriented government. Can
many years we have beemgig's election see faces of
Scheated; we have been liegheyy campaigners? Can we
Vto, robbed of our dignity duephaye a political revolution
&o the effects that the manyhis 20187
telections in the past have Deep down in the belief
acaused. Election promisesgf every voter, a campaign
rParties’ vision and missionjs revolutionary if and when
dchange drastically after thejt can introduce radical ideas
-election is won. In the 2018314 make change happen.
Selections therefore, we inThis sort of revolution will
;IC\/IeghaIaya are at thegather massive support
rossroads for  changerom all walks of life. But will
Schange for the better orye haye leaders as such?
Echange for worse if we justywever the
casg?f_ur_ ‘|’|°te cas%ally. . enormousness of this task
b thla Y: yet?\' tt eré Wil should not stop voters from
e changes hat We Cawpporting progressive-
expect to happen. There W'”minded candidates who will

be a new government, ne :
leaders and faces that wi\nfrUIy represent thfg; n th

occupy the seat of powergovernment.

; ampaign therefore in this
éﬁﬂﬁi&%ﬁ'b%h% n\(/av\?lll S?it”mgoming election for political

various posts. In all groups that will advocate

ypossibility there will be g.”d fight g for thed
aealignments of priorities 9/SPOSS€SSe an
eand plans depending ormarginalized sectors. After

d
- The system is intact-the institutional
functionality of bureaucratic processes,
patronage politics, influence of traditional
politicians and political dynasties, and

ingrained corruption.

)
ol

D
NS

pled ) I
éggormallunorganised sectorgvere betting on as the beswMinister and top officials of have come back into th
of the economy and smallplace to invest after China,the finance department onsystem.
énterprises. Government'gvere holding on to their the growth prospects for the = Then why the slow
Tgébne focus is to targetcurrency chests, governmentemaining quarters of FY down? It's the mindset d
i inti iwhi limited fiscal spacee€xpenditure to rein in fiscalto November that loaners. Global recession
thatit hac_i mtlmated‘the North Ea‘Stem Cour,]C" Wi Igt/%ilable, particularly on deficit , banks despite constitutes the 2nd quarterstill not tapering off.
has nothing to do with the allocation of medical seaistas-tructure, and ~thenextraordinary war chests ofOctober to December theChinese economy is sti
This bureaucratic faux-pas has led to delay in sol sing on sectors andending rates , manufacturingMarch the final 4th quarter. inventories. Europe is sti
Hifigystries that create jobs. Thgector not willing to take any Right now concern is over struggling with the Gree
i . I'biggest challenge before thdisk with further investments , the 2nd quarter. crisis. US economy hal
elections soon and the Assam Health Minig cont t jicious
: : . : tion as the country isCycle of a monetary crisis thateconomy in the first quarter dispensation does not gi
Himanta Biswa Sarma’ IS also the Chalrperson Ofﬁﬁ%ﬁed with educated youth|ed to slow grO\Nth. of FY 2017-18, Aprll to June thep same most favougre
BJP-led North East Democratic Alliance (NEDAYho are engineers, scientists, Only way to boost growth recorded at  one of thenation treatment to Chin
thiain bank of the country - butinvest and kick start the Modi came to power, at5.75jliances with Japan an
Meghalaya elections, there is reason to believe uctive. Reasons are nofisk that's not tantamount tocontinued unabated or will pakistan-North Korea axi
politics has played a role in this sordid mess. | far to seek. _ gambling but a definite stepit taper off? This is the big o security reasons. Chin
ty
Banks are not droppingforward to recover the question. The predictionspas a massive inventory
Thankfully the Supreme Court has uphel onomy that's sa nou
indystry does not want toand in the pits. As tformer agencies are residual effect ; ;
| W0est and adopts a wait andchidambaram used to sayf demonetisation and setth%lcg;? is no pick up from th
can expect the students to join their courses sgovaeh policy holding onto its Consumption leads to growthdown effects of GST will ™o aoainst  this
tEan :atefr. However, Wha; glslo nieds p:]oblng iS @gg external commercialneeds incentivise industry toeconomy well into the 2nd Jor <X OURT. - meeting d
the plantor two state medical co eges nas not ta : nvest :
ing a death blow to thenvest gradually receding month realign itself with the world
. hen Modi wanted to seeModi postponed his Tuesdayha with the GsT trade.
KOIkata'based KPC GI‘Oup was Zeroed in Un(&fwth in this sector with his meeting review of the beggzse they get input Only two years ago
Mare in India campaign. 0 Chi ith its fast risi
he government isthe finance and commerceraders are very unhappy,=1na& Wi hI s a|51 rrllsmg
of land measuring 23.8 acres. Itis learnt that w theministry for obvious reasons.and small economy is SO growth. But the happ
o . . stujtering growth despite alhe facts were not yet ripe forfrustrated. Services sector ir€nd soon gave place
on that site is on hold since the TB patients are B&kign macro economica review. One of the mainsitil in shell- shocked by the 9/00! since 2016,
. i is i i rowth has decline
yet shifted to the new complex. So why choose with easyteasons for this is the IndianGsT. L e et
[g@wth reviving, government prediction of the how the southphenomenon and no oneduarters, dipping to three
o . revenues looking solid, deepVest monsoon is going to endcan question its year low of 5.7% in the
other question is why have a medical college Ofbaign exchange reservesAfter years of good monsoon,introduction as Modi April-June quarter, with
Sma_" area of 23 agres when most other InStI_tUte__ ecent monsoon keepinglowing down, probably dueto adopt best practices ofgrowing economy tag t
shifting to New Shillong because of the availabilitpod prices in check, 1 the El Nino effect with the modern  trading and China for the secon
economists are quoted byeduatorial currents heating upeconomics to integrate withstraight quarter
Ifedia as saying. of India have been parchedfayl b he add tructural probl
i icati esides the falling GDP OT Inai \ n pal ault may be in the address structural problen
the Gavernment h_as appointed Telecommunlca“%%%vth rate, exports are facing\gricultural productivity is an classification of goods in facing the economy as we
Consultants India Ltd (TCIL), a governmen
_ . : in
undertaking to prepare the Detailed Project Regq‘?ﬁve years. The currentnation's GDP growth.
cagcount deficit (CAD)-the 0
) ifference between inflow andto @ spectacular start in Jun& 7%, Government probablysaid.
College is to be constructed on 99 acres of | T Cyclone tapered off rncods to take d e
c . . . s risen to 2.4% of the GD y ] , Itat the classification of the
which is nearly four times the size of the Shill I'iEApril-June. CEA Arvind slumped leaving many parts ofs-tier rates: 296, 5%, 12%, 18 points ~ but  technica
campus and will ostensibly accommodate ggbramanian had last weekorth India parched and dry 9%, 28% and reclassify theglitches in the first twa
MBBS students. A Medical College is a growi g_acroecl\sl)_npmicA situ\]at_i?n.téttér‘hr aIT(reac;e?LTlll ngéshg%sn)t’eéfdiﬁ%ent brackets. . created a scare of revenu
. . . nce Minister Arun Jaitley e government isfalling way short of
institution and must necessarily have a multi-spedgliy” , dertake a high-level the monsoon effect before theseriously concerned aboutexpegtati ong. SoUrCes S
. . . . scuss measures, including &/0nsoon  sets in  overeconomy to its lowest in theyants fixed quickly are
land in the middle of a congested locality of Shillongdssible stimulus package, t&oghem tl)ndlaT :]rom Octoberlast 10 years to 5.7% andsjuggish exports and slo
. . . . i ito December. The sowing an i -

Is this the collective wisdom of the cabinet or IQ%taken amidst an economié® g ancherplexed because foragrgrowth of private
erson's opinion? We need clarity on this matter sifister Suresh Prabhu, NiTISummer Rabi and Kharif cropspeak, 32billion USD record i ir i
P P . ty, Ayog vice chairman Rajiv e at stake affecting the livesiow last month, total ?gg?,léisémga;?%r g;$ntorle
the elected representatives don't seem to conski@far and secretaries in th@f millions of farmers in the foreign exchange reserves (T N Ashok is a
the matter important enough to be raised in #1252 "SI AN So. the Chief Economic bllin, banks are flushed o diter o Virito]

Dr  Arvind with money after the - -
on Economic Affairs).
i that spiritual leaders will read this know that every measured from yardstick setleterioration of the quality Thereby we can make th
Undserst_adndmg follow the legal position and suicide is preventable if we by others. Hence our ownof mankind morally, world & living paradise; a
uiciae

fr
tﬁ%ﬂ cash-dependen®n which foreign investors Minister and Finance money storied in rice bin
Assam. On its part the Assam Government claimfgdernment spending withinwas holding the reins on public2017-18 |, that is Septembethe both the lender an
T?ééikl'y fix GST problems currencies not willing to drop 3rd quarter and Jan tooverheated with piled u
out the conundrum. Since Meghalaya is heade
tg6vernment today is joball contributing to a vicious Wil the slowdown in the picked up but the ne
) . i octors, IT professionals - theS for people to open up andowest since 2014, whengnd is seeking newe
which has its eyes fixed on the outcome of _
mJObS to make themeconomy taking a calculatedy, against the then 7.9%ndia to counter Chinese
2lehding rates for industry,€conomy that's sagging nowwithin the RBI and rating gras| lying in godowns 4
Meghalaya's claim for the allocated seats and
aash cache and refraining from to bolster consumption , BJPcontinue to haunt the background that Mod
owings, all resulting in resume manufacturing andand 3rdquarters, though = India. shoul
off yet? For the Shillong Medical College theanufacturing sector at a time Prime Minister Narendra by month. Industry is
the Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) mode on & economy with top offcials of returns on raw materials, bug (i OLIRACEC & SOMH
@dacerned  about
gloom as since 2016, th
tﬁ%w(ironment, ) A
i : money flowing in, global Meteorological Department's GST is a worldwide fOr
particular complex for a new medical college?
Szﬁ?éonable oil prices and
of land. With regards to the Tura Medical Collegg since the last few years. Partshe global economy. The"Government is keen t
nftrong headwinds and thémportant factor to take into various categories which isas transient issues with t
(DPR) for the project. Interestingly the Tura Medi
riefed Modi on the especially Maharashtra, anccommodities to fit them into months of implementatio
hospital with it. Can all this come up on 23 acregigfiew of the economy tonext monsoon. The North Easthe slowdown in the the two issues the PM
|
wdown. Commerce eaping seasons of both thexchange inflow is at its jyestments. Traders we
nce ministry -- Ashok country. at a record near 400 $ USDCorporate Consultant]
Assembly. Garg, Hasmukh Adhia, RajivAdvisor
practice their faith with take a minute to listen, perception of quality isethically and spiritually. edifice of love and

humane and considerateunderstand and be a frienddictated by someone’elseOur inherent principles, togetherness.

Editor, feelings for those in distress.to anyone who expresses aVhile we want clean andinnocence and goodness Yours etc.,
This is in response to theWe know that this samedesire to end their life. healthy drinking water, pureare replaced by fear, Jennifer Dkhar,
article by Fabian Lyngdoh Bible exhorts us not to Please do not judge andand good quality air toapprehension and Via email
titted, " Life, death and judge. . . instead gently direct thembreathe,  healthy  andtrepidation. Human values
suicide im the Khasi For the Khasi the final act to mental health care whichunadulterated food and mucthave deteriorated and filled Ti i th
thought,” (ST Sep 20, 2017)of taking one's life is is available at all hospitals more it is equally true that ourthis world with pain, fear, | €ITOMNSM NE
regarding suicide. Fabianimmortalised through the in Shillong, Tura and Jowai selfish pursuit of materialanger and hatred. If human resent
Lyngdoh has clearly statediegend of Ka Likai who also. There is a 24 hour Tollwealth pushes us to pollutesalues were intact we p
the Khasi position on life gives her name to the worldFree Helpline that anyonethe  water, air andwould not have so much challenge!
and death and he is arfamous falls. We all sharecan call at 1800 345 3655 atsurroundings. How can wehatred, jealousy, anger, ge:

erudite man and prolific her pain and do notall hours of the day and have quality air and watergreed, assault, Editor

writer who commands condemn her for her act butnight where free without fighting those who molestation, rape, murder, This refers to you
respect when he speaksinstead curse the namelesgsychological support andare polluting our rivers, killing, dishonesty, report "Swaraj attacks P3
However, | have to stand uphusband who forced her toheip is available. streams, forests, food andreachery, deceit, etc. at United Nations" (ST

for all those unheard,take this extreme step. Yours etc., environment? How many of Today life is more Sep 24, 2017). India h3
unseen and stigmatised | request the media, both Dr. Sandi Syiem us can give up materialismchallenging for each one ofnfever bowed befor
people whom he mercilesslyprint and electronic to be Viaemail and think of the collective us because it involvesterrorism and will neve
castigates in his article. more  sensitive  when good against personaldaily soul-searching. Wedo. Enough is enough

Suicide is a global public reporting suicides and do ; advantage? We continue tmeed to introspect on ourl€rrorism 'is strongly
health problem that claimsnot use the term COMMIT Degenefatlon Of grumble about everythingpersonal actions andcondemned in all its form
one person every 40but instead use DIE by h | | under the sun but donjourney in life. When we and manifestations an
seconds worldwide. Thesuicide. This will minimise uman values: bother to extend our helpingfail to combat actions thatStressed that there can

low of foreign exchange-Starting from Kerala but after needs to take a second look GST was to boostwho had dominated fordebates
growth by 2 percentageseveral years with the samé&onstituency level or state

Il
&vho wins the majority andall, we have our future to

strial growth is the lowestaccount while calculating the hitting people most. Even inimplementation of the who will stand as oppositionlose if we let our fears take
the United States, thegoods and services tdxn government. At the over our rage and might. Let
The SW monsoon got off highest GST rate is only (GST), government sourcésconstituency level howeverus use all platforms available

there will be some old facesto campaign. Let us go for
either at

tactics-or possibly new level bringing all leaders and
faces but carrying the sam&andidates in a common
nagenda. These are not th@latform to see who is
eshange that we the citizenrycompetent and who is not.
want. We want change inCitizenry! Will you sell your

ayur societal life - better vVote for the mere sake of a

Dstandards of living, betterfranchise that you are

rate in India and Meghalayathe trauma of family  Editor, hand for the collective goodare detrimental to humann© justification whats;
is showing this trend alsomembers who are known of It is the quality of our in our words and deeds.  values our life deteriorates 0€Ver for any acts o
and it is an incontrovertible as suicide survivors andwork which will please God ~ Man needs to understandVe lose our sanity andt€’rorism. Terrorism o
fact that the rate is on thewho have to live a lifetime and not quantity” said that life has a lot to offer andgoodness, our purity of COUrSe is a major proble
rise. We must also remembeof self doubt, recrimination, Mahatma Gandhi.  Perhapsthat life finds meaning in theheart and mind that we arevhich is agitating ever

roads and communication £/igible to vote or will you
MVe want a dignified life Want a revolution to take
because we elected leaderlac€? L
&0 help us reach this Whether we I_|ke it or not,
Sohiect after our vote is cast, the
og{/%(;ﬂ\r%eént\{\{]eat ;/;/al? t tha:aresults will be declared and
geo le and for the eoyle | ome will win while some will
Soeg not make senge tﬁat.t se. But after the elections,
government should impose 0" revolutionary citizenry -
rules on us to wear helmet$Y" pass%lo”r_]blln defg_lad{ng
for safety where the roads>c’ OWn fallible candidates
A . . should translate to broader
that it provides are riddled in fiahting f
with potholes. These are thdSrvour In fighting for our
cause for accidents an ight to seek accountability.
L deaths and not because ong®" revolutionists vigilance
didn't wear a helmet. It doe ust be more intensified in
. emandin
not make any sense whe .
the governmgnt asks us tgcco_mphshments from all
av taxes even if we s(_:,”candldates;. As a revolution
\F/)eyetables rown in Ourcitizenry we have to elevate
9 9 Lour role, not as mere
small farms when we don't h
know where the tax moneySPECtators, but as active
disappears once it reache ?cl)l'té((::?lofa%tl?rrSSt;\?e g]r?d
the treasury. It does not an ochet Revolution
sense when the governmer] itizenyr'ies should not sit
asks teachers to be qualifie ack relax and allow
to teach even in nursery . ',t ¢ nister th
classes when theMinisters to minister the
\government does not Se{mnlr_’nal. In this way, we will
standards for itself in'calizé —the political
ducation and revolution, not as an elusive
S:dministration We want construct, but as a practical
Echange but not just gsolution to our rotten
Ichange of faces. We want system, which was running
"revolution ) 3or too long in our society.
s But like it had happened:Jneg(._l:rrnisnrgagl Sg?ggﬁg\gé‘i:/%
g;; tPe pdast 11bellt_ect|ons,hl Mstate, in our own significant
iclined to believe that,,ays e can rise up and
significant changes CaNfight against special
2225:” 'bnutthﬁof‘)'i';'ca;interests, rigged elections,
, 4and big money from some
undamental and substantlagonti%ﬁJ parties¥

o i way. The system is intact- is high ti i
that for every completedremorse, self blame anditis a human weakness thahumerous actions we takeborn and blessed with,0N€ Of us. Terrorism is thethey g institutional Itrlls |hlgh fime that we in
suicide there are 25 morestigma and through it all, the more we get the moreThe path we choose and th@vhat good would material 9"€atest challenge for t of Meghalaya get a

world today as it is no

unreported unsuccessfufface the eternal questionwe want. But we also want choices we make defines whavealth and quality be while

attempts. The GovernmentWHY for every day of their quality in every sphere of we really are. Hence life onthere is an unabashecgnH! _causinbgt hun|1a
of India has enacted theremaining lives. The other our lives. We want quality earth must be livedsurrender of our innate>" eél'ng u als
landmark Mental Health 25 unreported attemptersfood, quality drinking water, purposefully because life isgood qualities of heart and\nPcd!Ng  peace

development. Both Indi
Crass g pakistan should be pr
active and should tak
.Some strict action again
agents of terror before

lose more lives. Indi
needs to put an end to
the terror outfits situate

Care Act 2017 which may then feel that someonequality air to breathe, about love and compassionmind to
recognises suicide as an aainderstands their pain andquality education, quality friendship and camaradericcommercialism?
of a person who needsmay even be persuaded tqoads, quality health care,and unity amidst variety. In  Aristotle writes: Quality
urgent specialised avail of help! _quality clothes, quality this way while seeking for theis not an act, it is a habit.
psychological help and not  Please remember that itshoes, quality cars, quality best of quality in every sphereCan we make it a habit to
a cognisable offence undeiis against all human instinctsentertainment, etc. Asof life man's intrinsic imbibe qualities of
the IPC. to take a life, especially one'sconsumers, the query wegoodness must not begoodness, piety, humility,
Biblical scholars have own and it is not a pervertedhave before the seller, aftercompromised. Man is themodesty, tolerance, i their land permanent
not found any outright criminal mind that makes onethe price, is whether the highest creation of God. Hecompassion, generosityye should be pro activ
condemnation of the act oftake their own life but quality of the product we is showered with gifts ofand kindness? Yes! Weand should take strid
suicide in the Bible but whatinconsiderate words, wish to buy is good. We innocence, piety, purity andsurely can because we argctions before we los
is the stated position of mostinsensitive and unfeeling cannot and do not want tosanity but alas these gifts arearved in the image of God,more lives
of Christendom as far as thesociety, and a psychologicalcompromise with quality. now bartered for somethingblessed by the One above '
official position on suicide distress that is unbearable, But the bigger challenge material gain. The sorry statavith assets that are
is concerned? Let us hopehat does so. Let all whoemerges when quality isof affairs is the visible priceless and invaluable!

Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit
Ahmedabad- 15

functionality government that represents

bureaucratic processesthe people's interests and
patronage politics, not the interests of the few
influence of traditional wealthy and powerful
politicians and political goons who are taking our
dynasties, and ingrainedsociety for a ride just to meet
corruption. These aretheir own selfish motives.
trealities that we cannot wipewith our collective
Cout in simple election at leastmovement, we can ignite
ln Meghalaya, for as long asthe people's consciousness
he old breed persists.into something larger than
/Meghalaya's political ourselves. And that is what
Lsystem is so embedded thawe call a political revolution
twhat is needed is no lessvith a human face. This is
ethan an overhaul. To changehe need of the hour for
(or if not at least to modify) drastic things to happen in
this system, we need to haveur state. Citizenry! Shall we
an electoral revolution have a political revolution
where a campaign is notplease!

il
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life, but it's your choice whether you let it
affect you or not.”
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Woman-unfriendly BHU
BANARAS Hindu University was once the hub of
North Indian student politics. But it has now adopted
an attitude to women which is not in conformity with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s, Beti Bachao

slogan. A woman student was harassed on the
campus last week. The way the University
administration handled the case has raised eyebrows.
The warden took the familiar objectional line of asking
questions about what the girl was doing late at night-
arepeat of the initial response to the stalking case in

Chandigarh some time ago. Protesting students were
lathi charged by the police and many of them were
seriously injured. True, chief minister Yogi Aditya Nath
has ordered a high level probe but the attitude of the
warden is shared by many in high places in Uttar
Pradesh. So Modi’s campaign for Beti Bachao has

suffered a setback in his own constituency, Varanasi.
The local administration has evidently not learnt from
his enlightened outlook. Four women students were

also attacked by blundering policemen on the BHU
campus. FIR has been filed against a 1000 odd
students. Five officials have of course been removed

which may be construed as a confession of guilt. Why
then are students hauled over the coals?

Obviously, BHU is still impregnated with a fusty

patriarchal attitude. Last year, eight women were
suspended for staging a dharna protesting against
gender discrimination at the University. Hostels for

women were not given vegetarian food, access to
the internet and subjected to strict curfew timings.
They appealed to the Supreme Court on those

grounds but such restrictions did not apply to hostels
with men. This kind of attitude decidedly violates the
guiding principles of the Constitution. But what seems

more ingrained which sets such principles at naught
is the mindset in people who matter. It brings to mind
aworrying matter. The Delhi High Court so eloquently

sentenced to death the human beasts who raped and
murdered Nirbhaya. Goodness knows when the
sentence will be executed?

| LOOKING BACK

May 1, 1989

Garo Hills coal mining

Much of the misgivings
generated over Coal India
taking over coal mining in
Garo  Hills should be
removed by the Chief
Minister assurance that this
did not suggest"
nationalisation of coalmines
of the State," which itis not.

It has been explained that the
Coal India Limited,a central
public sector undertaking,
was invited by the state
government its elf to
undertake coal mining in
Garo Hills and as such, this
was no interference on the
part of the Centre.

Modi regime is suffering from inferiority complex
A small growth rate
fall is not a big thing

There is a sudden change
in the air. From merry making
over economic growth and
buoyancy, the mood has
suddenly swung into the
opposite end. Many are
speaking, including some in
government, as if it is edging
towards a crash.

Neither of these could be
true. Neither was the
economy flying near the sun
nor is it down below the
horizon. The swing factor
was the revelation that in
the last quarter growth
clocked at 5.7 per cent. If 7.2
per cent was the expected
growth rate for India, 5.7 per
cent was not a far cry. Just
around an additional one
percentage point growth
could after all be hit without
too much of ado.

But then, where did it
exactly slow down.
Disaggregated figures of
GDP growth give a hint.
Surely industrial growth has
been lagging behind for
quite some time. It was just
around 1 per cent and often
slipped into the negative
zone. Industrial capacity
utilisation has been around
74-75 per cent on average.
Even among the industrial
segments, capital goods
sector had been showing
lacklustre performance. It
also continued to show the
same old riddle: it either grew
heftily or it was crashing
down deep into the
negative.

However, the continued
slack in the capital goods
sector revealed one major
weak spot. Investment has
become like a distant star to
be tracked with a telescope.
That is because capacity
utilisation is low, so that
urge to make fresh
investments is just not
there.

Coupled with this, the

high interest rates are
damaging investment
sentiment. Why? High

interest rate means that
investors will have to have
“interest rate-plus level of
returns”. With high interest
rates, which are the
financing costs of
investments, the investor
got to earn more than the
interest pay-outs to make
that investment viable. So
take for instance at 12 per
cent interest rate, return
expectations would hover
around 17 per cent-plus to
make that investment viable
at the minimum. That is a
difficult game at the present
moment.

Why? Because, in a

By Anjan Roy and Buddhadeb Ghosh

situation where industry is
saddled with underutilised
capacity, the pricing power
has shifted from the sellers
to buyers. That is, industry
and producers will not be in
a position to jack up prices
to recover more from their
investment. This is further
vindicated by the inflation
figures which have been
given out recently.

The disaggregated
sectoral inflation figures
reveal that manufactured
goods prices have hardly
moved. In fact, these have in
patches fallen, when inflation
has been guided only by rise
in prices of select food
articles. Thus, the
manufacturers have not been
able to meet the expectations
of a price rise to fulfil their
hopes of higher returns.

Secondly, there is another
aspect to this growth slow
down. The government is
beginning to start suffering
from its own success. The talk
about GST introduction for a
long time has depressed
consumer sentiment. Now
that GST is in place and its
reach is spreading further
afield, the consumer is
getting rather inhibited in
spending. Despite the talk of
the rates being revenue
neutral, its spread appears to
have caught large swathes of
the economy which till now
did not simply pay taxes.

The taxes are thus
inhibiting spending in these
areas, there is reason to
believe. Maybe, once again,
the move to formalisation
and tax compliance driven by
the spreading GST network,
covering even smaller and
tiny sectors, are proving to
be disruptive forces. At least
for the time, these successes
of the tax spread will hurt the
functioning of the economy
and thus drag the growth
levers down.

Thirdly, although it is not
yet clear, if the new system
of indirect taxation is able to
spread far and wide and tax
collection increases heftily, it
cannot but have an impact on
consumer demand and
spending. After all, tax
revenues also mean drawing
down the liquidity from the
hands of consumers and
investors and transferring
these into government
hands. And government is
not always the best spender.
Nor its spending has the best
impact on economy. Some
very rigorous recent studies

on the impact of public
spending by RBI scholars
do give such indications.

So the successful roll
out of GST system will
eventually result in a
domestic consumption
going down. In this
eventuality, the
government has to
introduce fresh
consumption demand. But
there lies the riddle: higher
government outlay might
not be so beneficial.
Additionally, emphasis on
fiscal prudence would
remain a check on this. So
the government would be
hamstrung in its efforts to
spend and introduce a
compensatory demand
into economy.

But then, what is the
way out. The short and
easy step could be to turn
the screws on imports.
There is reason to believe
that for at least last three
years, imports were rising
and a good part of
domestic demand was
being met from these
imports. In certain sector
this had become
pronounced. Take for
example steel.

Until last year, steel
industry was facing a
serious situation of lack of
demand. With China facing
a glut of steel production,
Chinese steel was being
dumped into the world,
including in Indian
markets. With complaints
from Indian steel industry
rising to a cacophony, as
well as steel companies
increasingly defaulting on
their loans to banks, the
government imposed duty
on steel imports. In a year’s
time now, steel industry
has turned around. Its
production is rising, credit
disbursement to steel units
have once again resumed
and the industry is no
longer in the sick list.

Similarly, for electrical
goods. Go to a market in
India and try to buy simple
and elementary electrical
appliances manufactured
in India, the chances are
you will not find one. What
you will find are well
known Indian brands for
electrical goods selling
Chinese made appliances.
They simply stamp their
brand names on Chinese
imports. That might be
lucrative for individual
companies, bit disastrous

for the industry.

Thus, what are the
possible steps  the
government could quickly
take to address the
incipient problem of slow
down now.

For the short term, cut
down interest rates, even
at the cost of raising the
inflationary pressures a
bit. The chances are that
with favourable monsoon
and good supply lines,
prices won’t shoot.

Secondly, seek ways of
compressing imports of
consumer items. This can
be done by partly raising
tariffs and partly by
selectively imposing non-
tariff barriers. These could
then translate into higher
demand for domestic
items.

Thirdly, government
may consider to speed up
its investment programme.
Already, lot of
investments in
infrastructure sector have
been lined up. Let these be
speeded up a little. That
may not immediately jack
up deficit, as these would

have been budgeted
already.

Lastly, government
should consult a

government psychiatrist, if
there are some. The
present government is
creating a crisis where
there is none. A small little
sluggishness in growth
need not become a fully-
blown out crisis. It is like
taking every decimal point
in the national income
statistics too seriously. An
economy is an organism,
it can sometimes feel fine;
it can also feel somewhat
feverish.

The government seems
to have some
psychological problems: it
has an insecurity issue. It
always has to flaunt that
now is the best of times.
This also means the
government has an
inferiority complex. It feels
someone else could have
done better.

So then, advice to the
government from lay
persons: introspect about
your thinking process,
take a few modest steps
(instead of always
thinking of Big Reforms)
and with luck, we should
get over the slack. (IPA
Service)

TOTHE EDITOR

Rape a social
curse

Editor,

This refers to your eye-
catching report “Over 400
rape cases pending in
courts” (ST- Sept 25, 2017).
Not a single day passes
without a report on rape
incidents. According to the
law, rape of a woman carries
a punishment which varies
from seven years in jail or
life imprisonment while for
Police and other officials the
proposed punishment is 10
years plus a fine. Under
section 498 A (IPC) both
physical and mental cruelty
are punishable crimes but
the authorities do not take
action. According to the
Government’s  statistics
twenty five rapes are
committed in the country
everyday but the unofficial
record is in very large
numbers. Rape is a sexual as
well as cultural attack which
has become a great social
problem today. The negative
social attitude towards the
victims of such cases
creates serious
psychological problems and
people look down upon a
victim of rape, whereas a
woman who has gone
through such a traumatic
experience needs social and
emotional support.
Moreover the rape victim

has to undergo a process
which is not pleasant for her
in life. Thinking of our
society has to be changed
as there are many instances
where the society advises
the rape victim to forget the
matter in spite of spending
expenses in filing case. Law
must demonstrate that it will
come down with a heavy
hand on offenders. There are
many rape cases which have
become the headlines of the
leading newspapers but
timely action is not taken.
One should see that by
giving a deterrent
punishment to the rapist the
evil of rape would not be
solved. Once it is proved that
the person is guilty of rape
he should be hanged.
Yours etc.,
Vinod C. Dixit
Ahmedabad-15

Whither media

freedom
Editor,
Your editorial,

"Journalists' life on the line"
(ST, Sep 23, 2017), is right in
pointing out - "The gory
death of Santanu Bhowmik
a journalist with a local
television channel in Tripura
should set the alarm bells
ringing." As a matter of fact,
India has slipped three
places from 133rd in 2016 to
136th this year in World Press

Freedom Ranking Index,
which is released by the
international free speech
advocate Reporters Without
Borders. In a political IPL
match between the ruling
and opposition parties, the
media cannot take the role
of cheerleader of any one
team in a democracy. Indeed,
the fourth estate must be the
third umpire to help the
umpires on the field. It is not
cricket if the third umpire is
to work under a reign of
terror.
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Suicide:
Different
perspectives

Editor,

I would like to express my
gratitude to Dr Sandi Syiem
for pointing out in his letter
“Understanding suicide”
(ST September 26th, 2017)
that I had mercilessly
castigated people through
my article, “Life, death and
suicide in the Khasi
thought” (Sept. 20th, 2017).
It could have really
appeared that I had done so
judging from a particular
point of view. The peculiar
thing is that we human
beings understand only
about 30 per cent of each

other’s  thoughts  and
feelings (my own estimate),
but we can still go on
together for thousands of
years, and thank God for that.
Let us roughly estimate that
man can express through his
words or writings only 50 per
cent of what he really thinks
and feels deep in his mind
and heart, and those who
hear or read his words shall
understand them in various
ways according to their own
viewpoints. But on the whole
they shall understand only 50
per cent of what the words
really mean as understood by
the speaker or writer. Human
language through words,
only dimly portrays the
speaker’s real thoughts and
feelings. Words are useful for
the practical and utilitarian
side of things, but when it
comes to emotions and
sentiments, as someone has
sung: “You say it best when
you say nothing at all.”

But to the comments of a
person like Dr Sandi Syiem,
whom I highly respect, I feel
obliged to respond, for by
saying nothing at all would
amount to silent contempt. I
am grateful as his letter has
indirectly reinforced my belief
that no one can be so
transcendental as to be able
to view things and see the
truth from a universal point
of view. Our particular points
of view are conditioned by
many factors, such the

profession we are occupied
with, the religious beliefs
we are in, the experiences
we have encountered in
life, the situations of the
immediate surroundings in
which we live every day,
etc.

I agree with Dr Sandi
that it is against human
instincts to take one’s own
life, and that suicide is
caused by an insensitive
and unfeeling society and
the psychological distress
that is unbearable. In my
article I had also written
that the society has lost its
character of a physical,
mental and spiritual refuge
for the individual members.
The peculiarity is that
today’s insensitive and
unfeeling society seems to
be made up of
hypersensitive individuals.
As individuals, we tend to
become highly sensitive,
but as a collective we
become miserably
insensitive. I leave it to
others to argue, whether it
is individuals’
hypersensitivity and
egoism that creates an
insensitive society, or it is
an insensitive society that
breeds  hypersensitive
individuals. Whatever may
be the case, my article
intended to say that the
society must be more
responsive to problems of
the individuals, and at the

same time to discourage
the evolution of social
practices that encourage
or push individuals to
suicide. There are many
living ‘Ka Likai’ who need
love and attention right
now while they are still
alive, but the society
would probably shed tears
with sympathy only when
they are dead. Though
developments in the field
of  psychology had
immensely contributed in
understanding the nature
of the human mind and in
solving many social
problems, but I believe
that religions still have a
big role to play because
psychology alone does
not hold the key to all
human existential
problems, as the person
lurking deep inside the
unconscious mind is not
only a mental person but
much more of a spiritual
being who is ultimately
endowed with freedom in
spite of the numerous
mental chains binding him.
Yours etc.,

Fabian Lyngdoh
Viaemail

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

Rebuilding
Kashmur: Is 1t
possible?

By Ananya S Guha

There is no doubt that the
border confrontation with
Pakistan is no longer limited
to skirmishes. It is actually a
war going on, with daily
exchange of fire. Pakistan
continues to attack
unabashedly with India
understandably retaliating.
Sushma Swaraj's speech in
the UN Legislative
Assembly, in retort to her
counterpart's was indeed
gutsy, but may have been
cut short. Two wrongs do
not make a right, and counter
provocation may be just
enough to cause further
damage. Pakistan's image in
the world is slowly going for
a toss even in front of one
of her best allies, the US
earlier. So the damage
control would be: keep a little
quieter, hammer out the
relevant points, that is all.
Instead our External Affairs
Minister chose to advice
Pakistan, and pontificate on
India's developmental
progress. That will result in
further retaliation, which has
already begun.

Unless India
understands that the focal
point of the issue with
Pakistan is Kashmir and
Kashmir alone, there can be

developmental work there.
Winning over the people is
not to raise anti- Pakistan
slogans but pro Kashmiri
ones.

This is perhaps the most
crucial phase of Kashmiri
negotiations. Earlier India
had for some time
negotiated with it as an
integral part of the country,
but Pakistan hit where it
hurts, and coupled with a
general apathy towards
Muslims in India, if not
antipathy, things began to
crumble. But rebuilding can
be done. A national
consensus cutting across
party lines should be arrived
at. The local government
must be given more say in
matters of day to day
administration and coming
up with ideas, in terms of
rebuilding economy, society
and education.

That brings us to the
context of nationalism,
precisely nation building.
Instead of having this
endless debate on
nationalism  visa  vis
patriotism, a la Bharat Mata,
we should focus on nation
building given the obvious
flaws there. That cannot be

“The people of Kashmir, tragically
enough are caught in the cross fire
of terrorism and the army. The
Indian army must act as offering
panacea, rather than uttering
threats. The politico- civilian lines
must be clearly demarcated so that
common people do not
suffer wantonly.”

no truce. So what can be
done? Win the people of
Kashmir over, alienate them
from terrorists, draw up a
course of massive campaign
in the state, get them more
into education, start more
developmental work and
mobilize youth for social and
community work. The
people of Kashmir, tragically
enough are caught in the
cross fire of terrorism and
the army. The Indian army

must act as offering
panacea, rather than
uttering  threats. The

politico- civilian lines must
be clearly demarcated so that
common people do not
suffer wantonly. So, if the
focal point is Kashmir, then
there must be constant stock
taking of what is happening
there, army intervention,
and dialogue between the
government political
partners must be continued
regularly in the manner of
day to day appraisals and
problem solving. Once India
veers to the state of Kashmir
only, looking towards peace
and developmental
activities there, the LOC
matter can take a back seat
with vigilant activities
carried out. Focus on the
state, tell the people we are
there for you, go into more
socio economic measures,
and take the people along.
Otherwise an already
discordant society will be
fuelled by politicians of
various hues and militants
sneaking into the state. The
policy should be dual:
assuage sentiments and at
the same time nab terrorists.
Separate terrorism from
common people, so that they
do not feel caught in the
cross fire. Tell them they are
Indians and they need to be
protected from terrorists.
Easier said than done, but
there should be massive
internal propaganda for this.
The solutions are
:rebuilding education and
socio  economic  and
developmental work. Look at
road conditions, road
connectivity, subsidize
rations in villages at least
and try to go in for all round

done by shying away from
diversity. If diversity has
caused social, political,
ethnic and religious discord
then these must be tackled.
If diversity has caused
separatism and demand for
state or country then the
problems have to be solved
by transference: local
autonomy as has been done
in North Eastern states,
power and social economic
autonomy or development.
Things have improved in
certain respects but in
Tripura recent
developments do not augur
well. Manipur continues to
fester. Nation building in the
Indian experiment towards
a consolidated nation state,
still continues after seventy
years of freedom. The
dialogue is not between
nationality and nationalism.
The monologue should be
nation building
underpinned by  the
diversity of the country.
This can be achieved by
imaginative policies on
developing villages,
telecommunications
beyond districts to the
blocks, educational
development focusing on
school education, tackling
poverty, housing and of
course the much talked
about cleanliness.

There is no need to talk
about a developed nation
now. Develop it first.
Housing facilities for the
poor should be a priority
and track must be kept on
sustaining BPL efforts.
Nationalism and nation
building are perforce
realities based on indices of
actually taking action on the
above rather than falling
back upon statistics. When
there is actual development
this will show.

So introducing process
of development in backward
and troubled rife areas is the
first step towards nation
building, rebuilding and
consolidating Nationalism.
No amount of intellectual
debate will sort out the
thorns, a legacy of foreign
rule, and financial
impropriety, draining off the
country's resources.
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“Experience, as a desire for experience
does not come off. We must not study
ourselves while having an experience.”
--- Friedrich Nietzsche
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Smiling Hills
THE great Indian festival has caused a cease fi
Darjeeling and the hills are smiling for the Puj
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) President, Bir
Gurung declared an end to the ongoing strik|
Darjeeling for 104 days. It was in response to U,
Home Minister Rajnath Singh's appeal to hin
terminate the prolonged agitation. Singh said
dialogue should be the only way to diffuse a cris
a democracy. An official level meeting will take plé
soon. The Home Minister's statement significa

Rural India is at a critical is nothin
rgtage. Rural distress is back
with a vengeance and this raj system that
&Pne much of it has to do withthese policies is felt most byprohibit cattle trading liberalization agenda o
naulty economic policies the rural population. except for agricultural 1990s sought to dismant!
executed over the last fewDemonetization, COW purposes. In addition on|yThe government that i
EnBnths. Despite
]il@eﬁ:oming a fast developingout have further added to therade cows etc in anima|cruge|ty has put in place
country it is still an woes and problems of the ruranarkets. series of procedures th
VdQricultural country with sector. Demonetization has The three policies arewould provide
¢ ggut 830  million contributed to a decline in thenot alike and have distinctoPportunity for red tape
IS ulations residing in thenational income which atidentities and impact_nepotlsm, corruption et al
gimal areas. Effectively, the5.7% is at a three year lowwhile it may be reasonablg€atures that plagued th
economy of rural India is Many are sceptical of the(for some) to argue thatndian economy befor
\Bncentrated in agriculturaleconomy picking up pace indemonetisation and GSTL991. The irony is tha
ntfated activities. So farthe next few months with theare part of reform only the rural populatior
. Ingia’s growth story has effects of demonetizationpackages, the same canndti! suffer the
contained no reference to the West Bengakn exclusive, one thaprobably lasting more thanpe argued in favour of theconsequences of such

government or to a tripartite meeting. Rajnath Singtggefits ~ mostly ~ the anticipated. The effects ofcatle slaughter ban. In facf!l thought policy that may
organized segment of theGST roll out will be clear in the BJP government ha

Or may not have to do witl
promise of holding talks within a fortnight should|ag condary and tertiarythe coming few months butasserted that it only seek

eligious sentiments. Th
- : : : ctors. Liberalization andthere are reports that certaifo prevent animal cruelty. >UPréme Courtrealized t
fulfilled before the third leg of the bilateral dialog e resulting reform policiescritical sectors such as India'SThe cattle slaughter poli Cyztregﬁ an(?dhardshltp tt[
between the GJM and the West Bengal governirtesnt not benefitted the rurakraft sector that is mostly rurais definitely not envisaged :rnrnergogndcgtﬁ(;doth
slated for October in Kolkata. West Bengal CHIgfon ™™ i " with & cnioyment 16 milions 1o by, reform Tgafgr:(taintﬂg‘fllivelihogd of people’
Minister Mamata Banerjee has all along reiteratedstantial vote bank thesuffering enormously. post 1991 liberalization. It Sannot bé compromise
. to political power in  We are told that problemsis no wonder that it has
that the creation of a separate state of Gorkhg
was not acceptable but that the issue was not w
the ambit of the state government. Meanwhile

ke New rules are bein
| Q\ lies in the rural areas.relating to demonetizationgenerated awaited and it is hope
ifHine Minister Narendraand GST are temporary an@ontroversies

Gorkha Territorial Administration (GTA) has be

rebooted with Binoy Tamang as Chairman in pl

Tr?;ﬁthat reason and nd

. : : = , e judi ill il.

Modi during the 2014 ‘transitionary’. These demonetisation and GST. pre'{'%dems;nv':”ofptrheevirticle

€ction campaign promisedpolicies, we are told, are A comprehensive andig that the rural econom

olq double farmer’s incomereform ~ measures toobjective reading of thej, |ndia continues to be i

by 2022. Unfortunately consolidate India’s growthcattle rules reveal completeyoldrums even afte

aaditical rhetoric is easier story. Irrespective of thesdack of awareness andiperalization process ha

of Bimal Gurung. said than done. Differentarguments it cannot _beund_e_rstand|_ng of groundgptrenched the countn

indicators have so fardenied that the two policiesrealities. It is simply not jowever nothing muc

Darjeeling woke up to a series of cellphone pingggnted to a downward spiralhave caused much hardshipractical as it ignores longpag changed for the rur

heraldina th i fint t . d and pressure of ryral incomdo people (eyen deaths)standing tradition andpopulation post

eralding the resumpton of INternet Services anc Wag increasing distress thasomething which have notpractices of the ruraljiperalization and policie
back to social media with a vengeance. On
banking transactions have begun. Traders |
announced their decision to be back in busin
Vehicles have started running between the hills
the plains. During the 104 days of agitation, ele
persons were killed and several injured. Tourism

the tea trade had taken a bad hit. Itis not clear

By Phrangsngi Pyrtuh

lifgye aggravated in recenhappened to India in itscommunity on cattle usages,ch as demonetisatio
months. endeavour to reform andand disposal. MoreovergsT and ban on cou
1aVBnabated farmer’s suicideliberalize itself since 1991. Thethe rules of the policy aregjaughter will exacerbat
dbg different states andsector that bears the bruntlear violation of market ryral distress which i
continuous farmer’s protestfrom these reform measuregrinciples that has been theymnipresent in the rurd
amche national capital and inis the rural sector. hallmark of India's growth economy. Moreover, eve|
\}gjéerent parts of the country ~ Another tenacious policystory post 1991 after 20 years o
symptomatic of badthat could completelyliberalization. The cattle |iperalization the rura
amees. Schemes such aslismantle the  fragilerules actually makeeconomy of India still
/%SQREGS that remained aeconomic set up in the ruramockery of the reformremains  the
c
e

of the UPA economy is the Catt|6processes that have beenagmated and controlle

the GJM has taken a long-standing decision tg gpyernment continued toslaughter ban. Allowed togoing on in different sector of the country. Th
o . . provide some form of continue on its own, thissectors of the economycattle slaughter poiicy i
halt to an unnecessary agitation. The situation|\Hkistance to the rurapolicy could probably soundFor instance the cattlean indication that there i

population and its incomethe death knell to the ruralules involve bundles ofhardly any governmen
generating importance iseconomy. The notification onpaperwork for cow tradersthat cares for the welfar
realized even by the BJPPrevention of Cruelty tothat include identity cardsof the rural population
government. The state of theAnimals (Regulation of and ownership documentaVhat the rural econom
rural population in India is Livestock Markets) Rulesafter which the farmerneeds is liberalization tha
precarious. The last thingwas notified on 26th May needs to make not one bus specific to its
they need is a governmen2017 and stayed by theive copies of the ‘sale’ andrequirement which is
that is insensitive to theirMadras High court on 30thsubmit it to the local different from that of othe
problems and basic livingMay and finally by the revenue officer, the localsectors of the econom
conditions. Supreme Court on the 12tleterinary officer, the The rural economy is

In a span of eight month,July. The Apex court animal market committee asstruggling sector. Policie

hopefully clear up before the end of October.

| LOOKING BACK |

May 1, 1989

Monitoring group to
ensure price control

The Government will setvarious sections of th
up a monitoring group to seepeople. This is a basic thin

e

$h

that the benefits ofhe has given whichthe Government unleashedpecifically stayed the “Nowell as one copy each tesuch as GST|
concessions announce@ventually would lead to a@ spate of policies the effectslaughter” rules issued bythe seller and buyer. demonetisation and th
after the budget strong superstructure, ©f which are still being felt the Union environment The entire process ofban on cattle slaughte

and will further maim it.

presentation reach thesaid. Earlier, he said, thel0 this day. The impact ofministry. The cattle rulesverification

targeted sections and pricedistrict collectors used to

i

Minister Mr S B Chavan told stricken people, now thg

Lok Sabha today. Replyingpanchayats would do this Seng Kynthei to help a game changer in the .

to the three day debate OrPHCS Inaugurated In maintain peace and harmon)agricultural dynamiCS of at Jaduguda in Jharkhary

seeks to give effect to the gone Wrong In the locality has lost Its Meghalaya. Such mind_where ks et o

&/Iggg-g}‘(]) bUdget prgpotshals’ 5 Egitor’ incident that efforts have gone to wasteassurances Ought toan.d bear th? inteltlminabll
r avan sal 'S against the health services e ~Inciden al as the highlight is on theirtrigger  off  public ;#ﬁgt]igns (t)o daFt)e )i/rs1|%r?e

it was the usual experiences ot tive communication ©NY unfortunate but also impulsive action rather thanmovement to prod the

that immediately after theb - larming. It is unfortunate . exploitation of this

X etween the patients and thé g. 1t oung girls go astray. resume the shelved®XP X
budget presentation the .jical staff" by the because things should not Yours etc., railway-link construction Irad.l((j)ac:n/”e " rrlle(';al.
Jenniefer Dkhar, without more ado. Further, i oo o y: the ndo-

are brought down, Financeprepare the list of povert)
.. . self-evidently exemplified
Vigilantism

the Finance Bill, which - } _
Garo Hills essence and meaning. Theiplowing and rosy ignorant folks have to grin

mechanism was set up sinca,as attributed to the "lackoccurred at Pynthor is not
d di h . wake of flagrant

understanding why  ourincumbent State Govt. to
prices were hiked and theyeqhajaya Minister of Statehave happened the way they

subsequent concession ¢ did. One is appreciative of o : L 'China confrontation a
were not reflected in thef%onrgggul\ggncth% mg;? othe fact that apc?onscientious Viaemal Lh'? gmop,f'\é'\]nl:'fter haf Doklam has of late
prices. establish a "personalcitizenry is the need of the : : inted that | COMES 105ccasioned the belligerer
Mr Chavan turned down connort ith the patientd. hour and the Seng Kynthei Rail-Line or power In Megg}alayalllm ﬂ;]eChief of Army staff, B.
the demand from membelSrhe ~ Minister ~ was has _highlighted their Trojan horse! e ot v Rawat, to boast that Indi
inaugurating a ten beddedattentiveness by patrolling : can deal with any twin and

income tax exemption limitto _ - .
Rs. 25,000 as it wouldabigp”mary health centre gtthe locality between 12

- Bajenddoba in the East Garanidnight to 2 am ever
revenue loss which theHiIIs on Saturday. nenig y Mr. Rajen Gohain, the Union Meghalaya onto  the 54 this has lent credend
government could ill afford Y night. Thereby, the Seng .. ; | k d o ;

He said if the exemption limit . Mr Marak also stated thdtkynthei was doing their Minister of state for Railways rallway networks and tpat |ndia is frantically
were to be raised to Rs. 2240€  responsibility  for quties that night. But what had visited Shillong, it was thereby  bring ~about gypioring uranium source
crores and 9.00.000 péopl‘?hapm_g the State's destin\yas alarming, wrong andfeported that he had come? r € ath -takin g naton-wide to make itsel
would be out of the tax net1€S Wwith the people who ethical was the way in down heavily on the presentdevelopments to the Stateg sirong country with
An  increase in thehave to shoulder moreypnich the matter was Congress led govt. ofAndl, forone, can hardly nyclear capability againg
exemption limit to Rs. 25,000 €SPonsibilities handled. There certainly Meghalaya for putting on Wait to see such anjts immutable ~hostile
Id los§ooperate with ¢ iachold the Tetelia-Byrnihat @ambitious project being npejghbours. It is a naturd
would mean a revenue los AR was no need for the ladies'© !
of Rs. 550 crores within 1,72uthorities in health carg, “p o 0 ‘1o the law into railway project. Although the ransferred into reality.  corollary, therefore, tha
million people going out of Programmes for the sources eMinister had spoken the fact However, —in My the saffron Govt. at the

their own hands and to hav X . X
the tax net. On the front, MrMr Marak also urged upo but he also indicated that hesustained interactionscentre should be keenl

humiliated the young girls : L
Chavan said the rate ofh€ Students to take g gvith many an indigenous eyeing the so-called

: - o teach them a lesson. Thecould not care less about theV! _
inflation had come down.fﬁéeg‘igtguttget%z tgvg??jadies failed to think twice Popular objection and fearscitizen and the intellectual yeliow cake of Khasi Hills.
But there was no room for

- L'over the repercussions ’[heirraised by the KSU and Othere“te in S.equel .to WhattheRa” links must have bee
coml%lat;:encygvery effor;[] Sg‘;;%r?rt‘g{tag%?ggfghnlh L ctions coEId have on theNGOs, some of whom sinceUnion Minister in question contrived as a Trojar
would be made to see thal :

whio ; had publicly asserted on i is hi
: . . . Lyoun minds. These youn months back have had to : p y -t horse to mine this h|gh|)
the consumer price index d'ofsl?r?cﬁ(ieonat tf\}ferénaugtuhr léms gre of the age o%/thei?suffer incarceration till date rail-line connectivity, | radioactive element fron
not go up beyond a limit. Meghalaya Director o daughters and no matterover this rail-line agitation. was given to understandthis land of Hynniewtrep

bwhat, one is sure that noneNotably, _ hidd 42 of the NDAI -+
e Govamm dot o tBhattacharjyya  and thof them would have liked to the Central Govt. is to chart ghicden agenda ofthe NDAindigenous and

heme to connect a rail-line€d govt. at the Centre,conscientious electorate
because f an election yearOfficer of East Garo Hills D subjected to such up to Shillong, and thereafterWho, by means of this of Meghalaya favour BJF
The member had atleasP Barua. humiliation.

What was to other parts beyond. [tcommunicative vista, canand its associate allies i
recognized it as a pro-poor_ Earlier on Sunday,

budget, which indeed, itChamberlin B MaraKk calm and serene mind rathethe

Editor, foremost ~priority 10 gynchronous attacks fron
On August 30th last wheninterlink viable parts of poth pakistan and Chin

el

Union Minister Uranium rich deposits of State assembly?

. ; i est Khasi Hills where Yours etc.
was. He referred to the Primdnaugurated a primary healththan overpowering angerconcerned had averred thatVe : '
Minister's initiative in centre at Tikrikilla n the Westand rage to handle thesuch communication links "ail-transport can prove  Jerome K. Diengdoh
ushering in the panchayatGaro Hills last week. Mr matter effectively. If the act could definitely go the extra- VETY handy in tapping and Shillong

raj and introduction of the Marak, in his inaugural of the girls were immodest, mile in boosting tourism, ferrying uranium out of the( o 0 st have
Jawhar Rojgar Yojana. Theaddress, he, laid specigln spite of the warnings andgenerate employment scopdand of Hynniewtrep, not) "y s name, address and
Prime Minister had takeneémphasis on healthcounselling decided upon,for lakhs of unemployed caring a damn about the . o o ber of the writer,
the lead in introducing thiseducation and personakhe matter should still not youth; and to cap it all, the incorrigible health hazards o e, it they are sent by email
revolutionary programme hygiene in order to attain thenave been handled in suchMinister assured, farmersand — the deadly| onpy fetters with the requisite
after touring the countrygoal of "Health for all by an inappropriate manner. Ascould export their farm ramifications owing to| getajis will be published.

short of the license permithappen on an ho
the making it difficult for people to

Indiaslaughter ban and GST rolbona fide agriculturist cankeen to prevent animg
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mosit

Mt needed at that time was aPleases me no end to hear thatave access on to thenext year's elections to the

Dodging Anti-Defection Law

Crooked party politics

By Dr. S. Saraswathi

Tamil Nadu today presents, g

the most confused Partygrounding the behaviour of
politics and  utterly v Agare different. Each time
complicated political situationsjtferent issues arise requiring
challenging  law judicial clarification and
conventions. Changesjecision.
urly basis tpysg, voluntary
'S resignation  has  been
keep track of them and it is &yplained to include publicly
epuzzle for deusmn-makmgopposing the Party of which
sauthorities to handle them frompne is a member or stating
|an impartial and legally sounr&uppon to another Party.  In
astand. .. . the present case, the Speaker
at Pertinently,  political contended that the actions of
developments since formeghe gissident MLAs showed
Chief Minister Jayalalitha ¢ they were “making efforts
,demise are as much a portrayg ajign themselves with a
(Of the extent of manipulationspaty other than the Party from
| possible in our political systemypich they were elected”.
rand functioning as the " Citing their stay away from
capabilities and readiness ofye State at a resort in
institutions and functionaries arnataka, the Speaker
it(? make the utmost use otgntended that it clearly
Bituations. This result is theghowed  that they had
istanced themselves from

emergence of several politic
the Party and were in the

circumstances

Nlessons worth learning.

e Events reached  anconirol of persons outside the
é@mportant stage when 18pgty.
MLAs of ruling Party = pence, the details are not

AIADMK were disqualified by (]j@g]me and need reading into

the Speaker under Schedule 19apavi tt d
of the Constitution. They ha acti\?i\t/ilgg ' Opfa e(jrigssid:r?t

submitted separate lettergnembers to  determine
ypersonally to the Tamil Naduyjplation of allegiance to their

pGovernor  withdrawing pany and disobedience to the
tSupport to the Chief Minister.party mandate.

Interestingly, they seemed t0 Ty inner  Party

have carefully distinguishedyemocracy is a valuable
their Party affiliation, suppor‘cconcept f)(;r promoting a
pto the Government andyemocratic Government. It is
- support to the incumbenigenerally acknowledged that
SCh'ef Minister. _ when issues are discussed
The disqualified legislators\yithin  Parties. different
filed a petition in the Madrasgninions and views might be
High Court against what theyeypressed, but once decisions
akermed  as illegal” are taken they become Party
disqualification and urged thegecisions to which all adhere.
s Court to quash the Speaker'shis applies to election of
norder. The Court extended thgsaders also and is an internal

vstay of a floor test from 20pgty jssue to be discussed
eSeptember till 4 October togng )éettled within.

s determine a majority in the ™ The Statement of Objects
|Assembly but refused to stayng Reasons for the Anti-
hthe disqualification of the 18 pefection Amendment states:
MLAs. . _“The evil of political

_ This interim order pending gefections has been a matter
final disposal of the caseyf pojitical concem. If it is not
restrains  the  Electioncompated it is likely to
Commission from  declaring;,ndermine the very

dthe 18 seats as vacant Opndations of our democracy

y

Fissuing notification = for ang the principles that sustain
5 conducting election to thesgy
Sseats.

. However, theAmendment
t  Undeniably, the Court ordersgnnot prevent Party

epartially favours all the litigants manjpylations and groupism
and interested parties in thig, disgruntled members for
ycase and concerns the verjadership without leaving or
isurvival — of  the — State gpjiing their Party or openly
Government  and €defying its  dictates.
Legislative Assembly. TheTperefore, endless litigations
disqualified MLAs neither got 54 uncertainty in
nor were denied all that theygoyernment have arisen in

wanted. Consequently, thenany States involving the
order bestowed them withapii-Defection Law.

Shope and despair while they Indeed, growing

await the final verdict. controversies often shift
° The disqualified MLAS {505 to identifying the real
'have got relief that the couripary which means taking the
did not endorse Ifight down to Party workers

thei
Olat all levels. In effect, the issue

disqualification, however, n
from continuing suspensecan only confuse ordinary
'voters

about the future of thei ]
tenure. The case manifests yet” The schedule also allows
aanother type of Party politicSyyo-third members of a
| which is moving farther andpgyliamentary or legislative
farther away from public party to merge  with another
pinterest, popular opinion antharty or form a new one. As a
political ethics. result the Anti-Defection Law
Undoubtedly, the 32 yearsyas thus encouraged the
old Anti-Defection Law yjitics of arithmetical victory

incorporated in _the iy more than one way - some
Constitution by the 52”dtrying to “construct” and

amendment once welcomed asihers to “deconstruct” a
adeterrent for “Aya Ram, Gaygnajority by playing the
Ram” politics” has now nymper game whereby every
entered a new phase thanks femper is an invaluable asset
tprofessional politicians for the Party.

refining its use and abuse in " personaliities play a major

; State politics. role in this number game. It is

Veritably crooked politics in 5 common feature in all States
every instance of defection___" Arynachal Pradesh,

1 i

brings forth new possibilities i

Rof dgd ing the Anrt)i-Defection Manipur, Goa, Karnataka,
& ging ! Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand etc.
Law along-with fresh | gyaity s to a person and not
| interpretations of situationspgjicies, be it for constructing
swarranting the application of, dismantling a majority.

the law! _ Disqualifying  dissident

Notably, the disqual- mempers has become an easy

tification of 18 MLAs has cqyrse for proving legislative
reduced the strength of thenaiority in r%any %tat%s.

|Assembly from 233 to 215 and " ynder the Anti-Defection

lowered the majority line from ; )
| 117 to 108. This can help thegﬁ%éﬁﬁySpfg keéelziéle f'c',‘ﬁ |

State Government's survival indisqualification. For a

/the event of a confidence olpeaker elevated to the post
no-confidence motion. ~  with the support of his Party
Therefore, a test at this poinbften after long years of
hdefeats the purpose of theenice to fully tear away from

defectors and disappoints thgjs party roots and act as a
principal Opposition Party neytra| judge is not difficult
to imagine. This is a difficult

DMK which is not far from a
majority. While the Court's tho,gh not impossible task.
The Supreme Court in a

final verdict is awaited
anxiously by the political yecent order stated that the
ruling of the Speaker’s

actors the nation would like to,
decision is not final, but

Sknow how the judiciary can
fromgsypject to judicial review. In

save the country
Nunethical politics. . some cases as in Karnataka in

Under the Anti-Defection 011, disqualification of
issident members by the

Schedule, a member o
Parliament or legislature mayspeaker was annulled by the
Couirt.

be disqualified for voluntary
In the ultimate, the Anti-

4

resignation from his Party or

for disobeying the directiveSpefection law has been made
of his Party's leadership on &qr protecting proprieties of
vote, plainly votes against thejitics and personal conduct.
Party whip. Clearly our polity has to fulfil

Importantly, this Schedulehe nation's expectations. ----
has been interpreted by courts;nEa

on several occasions with *(The writers is former

extensively and talking to2000 AD". a result the dedication of theproduce and thereby becoméadiation-effects on us, a

reference to State Assemblie)rector, ICSSR, New Delhi)
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“The simplest and most basic
meaning of the symbol of the
Goddess is the acknowledgment
of the legitimacy of female
power as a beneficent and
independent power.”
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Where is the youth policy?
MEGHALAYA is one state that has functioned for

close to 45 years without a policy even in some of

the most critical areas such as health, education and

agriculture. Much has been spoken about a youth

policy considering that Meghalaya, like India, is a

young state with a youth demography thatis both a

boon and a challenge. A young population means

that the state has to plan for job creation and skills

development. Government can no longer be the job

provider. It only needs to create the conditions

necessary for the private sector to step in and open

up job avenues. Skilling the youth in different areas

of interests would enable them to start up their own

businesses. Indeed entrepreneurship is yet to take

off mainly because of the lack of access to finance.
In 2012 Meghalaya launched the flagship

programme — the Integrated Basin Development

Programme with several verticals that seek to

address key sectors such as water resources,

horticulture, fisheries, entrepreneurship etc. Several

youths have been trained on entrepreneurship

development and some have been able to launch their

own enterprises. But they are still too few to be

counted. In April this year, the Minister for Sports
and Youth Affairs, Zenith Sangma had informed that

the State Youth Policy would be prepared by the
Rajiv Gandhi National Institute for Youth
Development (RGNID), Chandigarh and that the first

draft would be put up on the Government website

for public viewing by June end. This Policy was to

be the guiding frame work for the government, civil

society organisations and the NGOs to plan and

design the programmes, which will meet the aspiration

of young people. Till date this Policy has not been

seen on the website and nor do we hear of its launch.

How long does it take to come up with a Policy and

why use outside consultants for every kind of work?

Does Meghalaya not have local resources to come

up with a Youth Policy? Will the next Government

be any different or can we expect policies to come

up on key areas of development?

Businessmen as ML AS:
Is this the new normal?

Recently I was at a
meeting where a former
minister and MLA was
launching yet another of his
business ventures. Other
honourable invitees
included fellow MLAs
holding various positions in
the MUA Government. The
honourables in their speech
lauded the MLA-
businessman for
conducting his business so
profitably and for his rapid
wealth ranking since he
started his political career till
date. They went into
raptures about how
wonderfully their colleague
has balanced business and
politics. One of them
however, could not resist
the urge to take a dig at his
colleague. He said the MLA-
businessman was perhaps

more successful as a
businessman than a
politician. The MLA-

businessman named the
venture after his children
and said they would run it.
His colleague rebutted
saying that the MLA-
businessman would actually
be the real driver while his
children would be the face
of the business.

Don’t ask me why I was
present at the function. I
must have been on one of
my sleep-walking jaunts. It
is my firm conviction that an
elected representative who
is a public servant paid out
of the public exchequer
cannot be running a
business simply because it
is a conflict of interest. More
so if the person also
happens to be a minister in
charge of a department that
is also directly related to the
business he conducts. We
have seen how the Public
Works Department (PWD)
which was given to
Sniawbhalang Dhar who
owns a road construction
company ended up in our
roads having more potholes
than ever before. Shillong
roads and those in the
periphery are in the worst
condition ever. We all
believed Dr Mukul Sangma
to be highly cerebral but it’s
astonishing that he did not
envisage the outcome of
giving the PWD to a
businessman. I wonder if the
roads as they are at present
would be an election issue
or whether we will forget the
most important issues as the
elections draw closer. After
all this has been our forte! I
would not even be surprised
if both Sniawbhalang Dhar
and his brother Ngaitlang
Dhar are re-elected in 2018.
That would not only be a
slap on our faces but it would
also send the message that
corruption and scams are
kosher in Meghalaya and

By Patricia Mukhim

that those who continue to
raise their voices against
corruption are idiots who
have not learnt to live with
the system.

An MLA being a public
servant is not supposed to
hold an office of profit. What
is a business venture if not
an office of profit? Why
should office of profit be
construed as such only when
a person is earning from the
public exchequer? The book,
“Faultlines in  Indian
Democracy,” by G
Ramachandra Reddy lays out
the problems that threaten
our Democracy. Even when
a blatant act of corruption is
pointed out by media there
is no public outcry. MLAs/
ministers strut around as if
they are paragons of virtue.
People continue to vote them
because the MLA continues
to buy them off with money
and pays for their personal
needs. That’s the value of
democracy in this country
and we still wonder why we
are going down the gutter.
Speaking about gutters have
we ever seen roads in any
part of the country that are
built  without making
provisions for drains? Well,
you see many such roads in
Meghalaya.

Reddy points out that
MLASs/MPs must be held
accountable for business of
profit also and not only for
Office of Profit (Art 191).
When a minister is also
running a business it is
inevitable that he will bend
all the rules to facilitate his
own business. This
happened in the infamous
Bellary mining case in
Karnataka  where  the
business is run by MPs,
MLAs and ministers and
where the revenue accrual is
to the tune of Rs 5000 crore
annually. As a result the
mining regulations, Forest
Conservation Act and
Environmental Protection
Act are violated with
impunity. When those who
make laws themselves violate
all the laws then it is futile to
expect the ordinary citizen to
respect those same laws!

It is high time to have a
constitutional amendment
prohibiting elected
representative from profiting
from business. This might be
the only way to deter
businessmen from entering
politics and for better people
with no money to burn
during elections to contest
elections. If the law does not
permit judges and
bureaucrats from running
businesses why should
politicians be exempted from
this rule? As of now, though

MLAs/MPs/MDCs are
public servants and are
liable for criminal action
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act 1988, they
cannot ordinarily be
booked under the
disproportionate assets
case for income accruing
from the businesses they
conduct since income from
such business is legal as
long as it is not prohibited
by the law and the
Constitution.

Another major flaw of
Indian democracy is to
allow former militants with
blood on their hands to

contest elections just
because they  have
surrendered. The

argument is that this will
help in bringing durable
peace. But will the criminal
mind (I use the word
criminal here because as far
as I am concerned the
agenda of the HNLC has
been plain and simple
extortion. There is not
even a hint of sub-
nationalism in their
movement against the
state) transform itself into
a law abiding template?
Julius Dorphang has
proven that he does not
care about the law. He
knows that raping a minor
girl is an outrage but he did
it because he thinks the law
will never catch up with
him. After all, the law never
caught up with him when
he was the Chairman of the
HNLC! The fact that such
law breakers are able to
win elections also speaks
about the completely
uninformed electorate that
votes on the basis of
emotions or because they
were paid money or
because the candidate
rendered them some
personal favour. This is the
bane of democracy!
Ironically, the state as
the custodian of public
welfare is not doing much
to deepen democracy. The
Election Commission has
followed in the footsteps
of all those who promote
their products in the
NorthEast by producing a
song video with the most
popular singers, asking
those who have reached
the voting age to enrol
themselves. The ECI
apparently wants the
youth to have a sense of
stake-holdership. Also the
ECI believes that voting
will empower the youth
with the agency of voice
and therefore they will
engage and not secede
from the system. A rather
simplistic ideal I would say

because the youth have
been voting since 1988 but
have they engaged on
issues that threaten to
disrupt the democratic
process? Have the youth
raised a strong voice
against corruption? Have
the youth blown the
whistle on any case of
corruption till date and
followed it through? Isn’t
it a fact that as we get
closer to the election date,
several football clubs and
youth bodies will
approach the candidates
and ask them for money,
ostensibly to strengthen
their clubs or to buy
football  boots and
uniforms? Are the youth
not the ones who demand
money from candidates for
picnics and sightseeing
trips? So the ECI’s
argument of enrolling
youth to make a difference
to the quality of
democracy does not cut
any ice. If you ask me the
ECI should be conducting
mass awareness
programmes which would
include street plays,
discussions in the rural
outback etc on the
diminishing returns of
voting on the basis of
clan, religion and for
personal reasons. While
voting is a personal
choice there has to be a
community discussion on
what sort of candidates
will be able to best serve
the constituency.

It is also time to create
platforms where voters
can  question their
candidates on the
promises made. Those
who have been MLAs for
the last five years must
give a report card in
writing to their
constituents. This is a
right we should demand.
We need to know how
each penny of the MLA
fund is used. We need to
know why the bulk of the
fund is used up in the
penultimate year and we
also need to know who are
the beneficiaries who have
received cheques from the
MLA and what are the
grounds on which they
qualify to receive that
special assistance.

The problem with our
people is that they believe
the MLA is using his
private funds to assist the
needy. This is a fallacy
that needs to be
deconstructed and the ECI
has an obligation to the
people of this country to
do more than just enrol
voters.

TO THE EDITOR

Whither
justice?

Editor,

The result of the personal
interview conducted by the
District Selection Committee
Tura for the post of Lower
Division Assistant was
declared on the 26th of
September, 2017. It is utterly
disappointing to hear the
news of the selected
candidates. Ms Annie
Valentina D. Shira, who is
currently the Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
West Garo Hills and
Secretary of DSC, Tura has
selected her son, Achilles
Tangrik D. Shira and
daughter, Francesca Tigana
D. Shira in the second and
fourth positions
respectively. According to
sources, Francesca Tigana
D. Shira did not secure the
minimum marks in her
typing test which is the
preliminary examination for
the selection in the written
examination and tracing
back to the academic
records of Achilles Tangrik
D. Shira, it is clear that he is
incapable of securing the
second position. Certainly,
the question paper for the
written examination and
personal interview must

have been leaked to them.

Ms Shira, the acclaimed
MCS officer who also served
as a teacher in Christian Girls
Higher Secondary School,
Tura for the past several
years stated in the
Examination Hall that “ONLY
THE BEST OF THE BEST
WILL BE SELECTED.” This
means her children are the
best of the best but they
never succeeded in the
previously held MPSC and
DSC examinations. However,
under the chairmanship of
their mother, a clandestine
act takes place. This exam
was a joke and the result has
cost the time, hard work and
determination  of  the
deserving candidates who
have now lost hope in DSC.
No Secretary has ever
disgracefully stolen the seats
of the deserving candidates
the way she has. A deaf ear
has been given to the
complaints made by the
candidates and filing RTI
served no purpose.

With high position comes

great responsibility,
however, A V D Shira has
clearly  deprived and

practised fraud towards the
deserving candidates. Is it
fair to steal the rights of the
youth who have dedicated
their time and effort to
achieve success and how
long shall this continue?

Yours etc.,
Dalbot Shira,
Via email

Migration,
citizenship and
indigenous
woes

Editor,

Migration is driven by
demographic  disparity,
discrimination and
opportunities. While
Canada welcomed more
than 40,000 Syrian refugees,
11 million Mexicans
represent the largest
unauthorized immigrant
group in the US. India
receives the world’s largest
undocumented migration
flow of up to 17 million
people from Indo-
Bangladesh corridor. India
witnessed 4.7 million
Hindus and Sikhs migrating
from West Pakistan after
partition. Communal riots
and economic stagnation
during  liberation  of
Bangladesh have forced
minority Hindus to leave.
The East Pakistan Displaced
Person (EDEP) colony at
Chittaranjan Park, New
Delhi, Bihar, Orissa and
Mumbai are where they are
settled. People chose the
Barak valley after Sylhet

joined East Pakistan. Kolkata
saw mass flow of migration
due to its industrial
development. It is an
undeniable fact that large-
scale migrations have
illegally taken place over
many decades from
Mymensingh to Assam and
still continues. The
indigenous Tripuris became
minority in the princely state
of Tripura.

The Indira-Mujib accord
for granting citizenship to
those that entered India by
Mar 25, 1971 has created its
own problems. The North
East Frontier Agency, now
Arunachal Pradesh made the
mistake of settling the
Chakma-Hajong as refugees
in 1966. Now the Supreme
Court has issued orders to
stop evicting Chakma-
Hajongs and instead to grant
them citizenship with ST
status despite the emotional
concerns of the indigenous
Arunachali. Mizoram has
already drawn action plan by
granting citizenship of
Chakmas keeping the 2018
assembly election. The age
old ethnic hatred between
the Nagas and Kukis (driven
out their homeland
Myanmar in the 18th
century) is well known.
Rohingyas made headlines
after the West Bengal WB,
Mamata Banerjee expressed
support for their

rehabilitation in India.
They are not refugees as
they entered illegally and
none has applied for
asylum. They have to be
deported. Except Assam
other NE states enjoy
rights for indigenous
people to maintain and
strengthen their distinct
political, legal, economic,
social and  cultural
institutions. The 500 km
Indo-Bangla border is yet
to be sealed. AASU is
fighting for implementing
Clause 6 of the Assam
Accord. Now the Assam
govt is  supporting
citizenshipl for Hindu
Bangladeshis. India just
can’t afford migrants
anymore. Migration has
significant implication for
NE’s demography,
economy, socio-cultural
framework and
environment. Political
parties utilize migrants as
a convenient political vote
bank. Above all a long term
solution is necessary for
both indigenous and legal
migrant communities to
live and work together in
harmony towards the
development of the state.
Should India welcome
illegal immigrants on
humanitarian grounds?
Yours etc.,
Kamal Baruah
Guwahati

The Rohingya

conundrum

Editor,

This refers to Prof DK
Giri's article, "What could
India do?" (ST, September
13, 2017). In his famous
1893 Chicago speech,
Swami Vivekananda said,
"I am proud to belong to a
nation which has
sheltered the persecuted
and the refugees of all
religions and all nations of
the earth." So if religion of
the refugees like
Rohingyas starts
influencing the decision
whether they are to be
given shelter in our
country or not then it will
definitely show disrespect
to Swami Vivekananda and
his ideals. At a time, when
we are celebrating his
Chicago address, we must
not forget what he had
actually said in it, "We
believe not only in
universal toleration, but
we accept all religions as
true."

Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

2019 poll priorities overtake economic woes

One such -

electricity to all by
December 2018

By S. Sethuraman

The Modi Government
has sought to sidetrack gut
issues in  economy's
decline, playing populism
ahead of 2019, with a new
promise to ensure electricity
to all households in the
country before the end of
2018. For  economy
watchers, his sop is revival
of the discarded PM
Economic Advisory Council
(EACQ), reconstituting it in
his fourth year of office, to
"analyse" issues and
"advise" the Prime Minister
thereon.

But this political gimmick
cannot wash away any of
the chronic ills besetting the
economy with growth
slowdown touching a low of
5.6 per cent (GVA) in the first
quarter of 2017/18.Inflation
is on rise, food and fuel in
particular, also
compounded by GST
hassles, while the latest
lowering of weather-
dependant kharif foodgrain
crop estimates would add
another layer to the bleak
price outlook in this fiscal
year..

Manufacturing
continues to be on low key
and there are hardly signs
of revival in investment or
easing of stresses in the
state-owned banking
system. Government is
cognizant of what needs to
be done to restore health to
the banking sector but there
is dilly-dallying both in
regard to enforcement of an
action plan agreed on in
consultation with RBI or
moving  forward  on
recapitalisation of select
banks to facilitate
resumption of stalled bank
credit.

The Prime Minister and
his political advisers had
apparently decided that it
would be politically unwise,
at this stage, to concede ills
of the economy, greatly
attributed by critics, to
demonetisation and a hasty
launch of GST. For Mr
Modi, demonetisation
remains a total success, if
nothing else it could at least
be claimed to "clean up", the
economy of the future.

To give in to other
sectoral weaknesses as well,
would amount to admission
of failures in the "maximum
governance" theory of the
Modi Government. With
RSS cadre reports also of
signs of dissatisfaction in
the country over emerging
trends, a political strategy
was considered expedient in
run up to 2019.

Developments in UP
entrusted by Mr Modi to
Yogi Adityanath are far from
salutary and the most recent
student unrest and police
actions in BHU add to
unedifying spectacles in this
largest state, a hunting
ground for BJP. All this at a
time when BJP leadership
under Mr Amit Shah is
determined to firmly secure
the party's hold on power in
Gujarat, MP, Chhattisgarh
and Rajasthan in state
elections before Lok Sabha
poll 2019.

Apparently sensing a
weakening of the ground
under them, given the
visible unrest among
students in the country
along with continuing
farmer distress and new
agitations for reservation in
jobs, the Modi-Shah duo
held an extended session of
BJP's National Executive to
ward off immediate perils.

There was resounding
endorsement of  the
leadership and its economic
and foreign policies - areas
where opposition attacks on
the majoritarian party had
become strident. The Prime
Minister was praised in
particular for his handling of

Doklam dispute with China
and the assertion of India's
interests in its vital region.

Moreover, the Pime
Minister had the party
adopt his "Sankalp Se
Siddhi", ("New India
Movement" 2017-22). a
Modi five-year plan for
BJP's continued dominance
in the polity. He has also
been promoting at the same
time, in a reversal of history,
an iconic status for the RSS
idealogue, Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya in place of
Jawaharlal Nehru, the
architect of Free India.

A six-point political
agenda in BJP Political
Resolution seeks to rid the
country of  poverty,
terrorism, casteim,
communalism, separatism
and corruption to realise the
Prime Minister's vision of a
New India by 2022. Mr
Modi has been seeking
"transformative changes" to
usher in a New India. First,
Niti Aayog, his creature, was
to come up with those
changes. Its tentative plans
made no headway.

And the Niti Ayog itself
has now become headless
and there is no indication
whether it remains in place.
The Vice-Chairman Mr
Arvind Panagaria has
already relinquished office
and returned to academia
(USA) while the No.2, Mr
Bibek Debroy, renowned
economist, has now been
named Chairman of Prime
Minister's Economic
A d v i s o r Yy
Council.(EAC).There are

four other  part-time
members, noted
economists.

The current economic
slowdown involves issues
of macro-economic
importance and the new
EAC may perhaps be asked
to address them. Whether
the new mechanism hit up
by Mr Modi in a critical
situation is asked to do so
or not, a difficult situation
is sought to be under-
played by senior BJP
Ministers. Mr Gadkari,
Minister for Transport,
called it "teething
problems" for GST while
Finance Minister Mr Arun
Jaitley, in a lowered tune,
talked of "a little dip" in
growth in the first quarter.

Mr Jaitley had earlier
admitted to too low a growth
in April-June which cannot
be lightly dismissed and
investment and related
policies would have to be
looked into. In Government
circles, even a degree of
fiscal stimulus was not ruled
out. The other prevalent
view is such a boost for
growth may be of little
consequence beyond
worsening fiscal deficit at a
time of a global write-down
of India’s growth outlook
this year.

Even the RBI is expected
to bring down its August
growth estimate for this year
at 7.3 per cent (GVA) when
the Monetary Policy meets
early in October. Despite
rising CPI and WPI prices,
Government would rather
like RBI to turn
accommodative from neutral
monetary stance.

So, on a day the country
was keyed to look for a
composite economic
package to be announced
by the Prime Minister to
stimulate growth recovery,
with both fiscal and
structural measures to
strengthen demand and
supply along with some
reforms on further opening
up the economy, the Modi
Government has shown
itself more concerned with
populist schemes to entice
the electorate in 2019. (IPA
Service)




