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The dissertation mskes an attempt to study the Naga
people as regards its responses to work in the context of its
traditional mores and the rocent exposurc of the community to
modern forces. The study examines the rols of ecological factors
and the intervening force of the sSccial structure which are likely
to affect the responses to workd In ordar to provide a dynemic
alemant to the study, the processes of change in bringing new
opportunities of work 4s also studieds The problem of this study
has been attempted with speeial reference to the ecological
setting, which provides the primary basis of work, the social
aifferentiation caused by access to the means of production (4ses
land) and changes brought about by the modern forces. Effeects of
all these forces are ssen in rolation to sex seggsregation of

laboug and varied responses of emergent Social categories.

The following were the objectives of the study se

(1) to got an insight into the nature of regional variaticn in
workeparticipation in Negaland, |

(11) to sxamine the variation in the structurs of workforce

| (141) to scrutinise the role of socisl differentiation and the
modern influences affecting the work participation and
employmant pat:tem of varicus segmamts of people in selected
villages, and ' |

(iv) to analyse the implications of the pattern of wark. and
employment in a traditional societye:
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The following zesearch qxesuons ‘ware pmposed to be

mvesugaaed in the course of the study 3

(1) Given tne £ragile agrarian resource base of the regs.on and

Tribal soclai structure of the Nagas, what oppomniues |
“of work are available?

(11) Within the txadiuonal sectox of the eccnomy. what 4s that
| :in@act of emrgmg social. diffexentiation on the patterns of
work among vax‘ions segmant.s of paopla?

'(iu)' What are the course of employmant and to what exuend it
| absexsos the labour force? _ ,.

(av) What. are the :esponses of diﬁfezent: sections of people R

. and sexes o wotk in tna contax of regional rescurces

base. aocxal d&fferentiauon and. meaam :lnfluences‘i

44 METHODOLOGY § e
In ordor to get an insight into the: nxtire of Nagalands®

economy,: informations have been exXg

;é";wf;th reference to the
physiogrsphic conditions: pattern of la se eteg.

The variation in the wozk-ferce participation and
4ts structure has béea analymd in smaple cimrles at the village
levely As many as 7 cimles have been seleated depenéing upon the
concentration of 3 pamcular ‘tribal group (their share 4s above
95 per cent) in the ci:cle. care has bevn taken to ensure that the

Selécted circles are well distributed .in ths entire state reprosene
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tating different altitude and ecological zones. Thus the selscted

circles mpreéent av fair crosswsection of regional variation and

also provide insights into the nature of interetribal variation

in woﬁ:-panicipauon ané its structure. Circle and village.level

data have been analysed with reference to,

a) percentage of workers totetal population (total, male and
female)

' b) percentage of cultivators tot total workers (total, male and
female)

¢) percentage of Agricultural labourers to total workers (total,
male, female) ' .

d) pesrxcentage of sox‘kers in huusehoms mdustries and matmfacmring

| to total workers (total, male, £emaze)

e) percentage of other workers to total workers (total. male female)d

For selecting a vulage for ﬁiel&-wonk. a nmnbet of
£actors ware ccnsidered. These arep accessibw:ézlity.z personal knowe
ledge of the village. its distance from the nearest t-mm etce After
due cons.tdergum to these factors, the village MERANGKONG located in
the Tuli c»i_.n_cle in Mokokchung District was selected for ixitensiva- £ield
| .mvestig.a&on.ﬁ' | .

The next stage in the sample design was the sslection of
householdss As many as 135 households cut of a total of 674 house=
holds, constituting nearly 20 per cent were sdlected with the help
of stratified random sampling methedd The strata were formed with
reference to tha size of operational h@‘&dings ‘of the householdsd
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ptoport&anaee random samples were drawn £rom eéch sgraea for a
meaningful studys |

The £4eld data have besen ranélyeea with tefezencé to
social differentiation in the village which is defined by the houses
holds® access to lands Demographic Structure of the households has
been studied with reference to agee-structure, dependency ratio,
sex ratio ete. a’otmpa:ucipauon has heenv analysed with reference to
the perxcentage of workers to total pomlauonﬁ for the males angd .
females separately in differont .sizeééléas_ea ©of oparational holdings.

The types of work have been classified into 7 categories
such as cultivation, Animal lmsbaxidty Hunting, Gathsring,' Artisan,
s.e‘rvices and Trade and Business,. Work participation in thase categos
ries of wox;k has been studied in different classes of operational
holdingss Trade, business and services. have been further classified
into o‘cmyatioqﬁ‘,‘g to st_u'dy participation in these «&mpauoms;.‘

_OF STUDY AREA & ,
Zn this studyy; . agaland in total is the universe of
study,] consists of a number of tribes collectively called Nagas

and in particular is focussed on the Ao Nagas of Mckokchung district,
with metangkong village as a special caée» sm&yé

6. SOURCES OF DATA 3

The study is based on ptimaxy data collected direct
from the £3eld through the means of participant observationj
gquestionnaire and schedules&.g\ paruculatly pertaining to the ecase st
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In this way,| the study is largely empericals Othor data were
collected £rom secondary soumés of ecensus publications,’ governs
ment reports, moncgraphs, gazettcers and othor published worksd

EQDI?\IG& 3

‘The main £indings of the study am summarised below ge
(1) ‘The ecoleglcal setting of the smdy area’ 19 dcminawd by
Himalayan topography with its accempanying ridges and hills cut
into river valley which provide very _lgtt;ie veney ares, for most
of them £1low in V = shaped valleys Most of the region is too fugged -
oz.? forestea permitting agriculture to be practised only in the '
manageble ;sacpes' and limited river valxéysé At places terracing is
practised while in others jhum is the Gominant method of cultivation.
As a resulte ag:icultum.is of fxigh’ly subsistence in nature and
supports enly part of the reguirement of the paople. Unprecedentaed
growth __m,'poyniation adds to ths ,vablemoj’-; The meagre agricultural
production is indicated by limited cultivation with primitive methods
and low level of technology. Daspite the weak agiarisn base,! agricule
ture contimies to absoib a vesy large proportion of the labour forcel

.. Bue to fragile agrariss x?afsmmé» base Of the region, the
population: respende to depend on a va-ﬁiew ‘of other ecenomic persuits
offered by the ecoesystom. Large forest cover naturally provides an
economic base for hunting, gathering, lumbering and collection of
various food and other items for the people. szlshing is another activity
in rivers like the Dikhu and the Jhanstd
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. . . Domestication of animals is also an essential activity
as an. econdmic supports This véry aspect cdhstitutes an. important
sphere of worlk. for the rople. In an essentially. self subsistence
economy ‘without mach recourse to trade, artisan production of various
types keep both men and women constantly engaged as wolls

. Recent ﬁevelopments in. ehe area thmugh aaminist:atiom
sptead of neeracy. g:owth m urbanisation ana incmase in other
m&rastmcm:al facilities are also open&ng up new epporwni.ties
of 'woﬂe and- Qamployment? sn the. modem sector.

("2') An ahalysis '65 the ceh'sus data :ega:dmtj the pnoporuon of
woﬁ:force und .1.ts serucmre showa aﬂ- pvemhelm&ng concentrat&on ,
ef me workers in the cultivatots cat:egory., Particspation in other
kinds of work is negugibleq‘ This 13 mainly due to census definition
of main workers: which relegates mltimde of other typea of workers.
to msignificanceg ‘x‘his is particularly tme in the case of artisan
activity and of gathers.ng and hnntingc which are not consadered as
main work by the majority of the paople. Agriculmtal labouters axe i
neat).y ahsent;,, This is undexstanmble as the tribal sceial order is .
not yet characterised ‘by‘ Iarge seéis &ié’pétity in the distridbution.
of 1ana, Howaver,: there are. i.ntemsting differences in work partici-
‘pation rate and . the stmctua of workferce acmss selected circle
and between sexesy: | o
(3) Though the soclalsmcmre is’ domtnat:ed by tribal mode of pro=
duction there are impottant elements of social differentiation in
the sample village arising cut of qiffé;ent;a; access to land, -
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There are as many as 8 houscholds completely landlesss Nearly 60 per :
cent have large holdings with land exceeding 10 acres: The remaining
have land ranging betwesn 2 acges and 10 aéres. That a very large
number of houssholds are losing ingerest in land 4s indicated by the
distribution of houssholds in the operational holding categoriesd As
many as 15 households do not operate their land an seem to have
.8hifted to nonsagricultural works Most of the big landholders have

- least cut thoir land either fully or partiallyd

It was also found that owing to the fragile economic
base of the village, both men and women are constantly kept absorbed
in works About 80 per cent of the pcpaié't&on £rom both sexes are
engaged in work, Xt is significant that there is little difference
_ 4n the par;t_icéﬁ.paucn rate between the maleé and females at ¢the aggroe
gative ‘1eve1. Age doasn't operate as a significant factor in diffeorene
tial participantion rates, However, there are significant differences
in the participation of work detemmed by differential access €O lands
Interestingly overall participation declines among those houssholds
which do not operata any land or have a very large access to land. The
participatien rate is also r;e).atively_iw in these houscholds having
~ very small holdingsy o

Another significant feature is a higher participation of
women in work inm all land sixe classes compared to the men except among
the noneoperators ¢f€ land and houscholds with very large holdings: A
icwer female participation in houszholds with very large holdings is
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indicative of a2 non~tribal patterny whorein the status effect results

in exclusion of women from cutdoor cconomic workd

Sox ssggregation is lass clear in most of the wotks in
the treditional sector though the females ara more active in animsl
husbandry and artisan activity, while both male and women are in
egual proportion in cultivation and gathering activities. But activie
ties connected with formal sexvices and ttade and business are works “
more with men than wemend | |

¢t is significent that the segment which has moved éway
frem landsbased production is largely wepresenteﬂ in formal sexvices
and trade and business generally dominated by men while womsn remain
:anuve in animal husbandxy, gathering ana artisan activities leading |
to a shafper sex seggregation of labours Households with extremely
small holdings present a &Aﬁﬁex*ent’picm;e;? There is a greater equality
batween sexes in the participation of élverse catagories of work thaugh
the major concentgstion takes place ﬁ.n -éulta.vation and gathering J

Hunting and gathering activitics become less ._ﬁnpenaﬁt
with increasing access to land with a proporticnate increase on works
connected with animal husbandryd Increasing access to land is slso
associated with greater concentration in formal sorvices.

However, the sex seggregation of labour in the traditional
sector is well defined when the broad sctivities are broken inte occups
tions or work processes. Por exapmle in cultivation,: cutting of the
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forest and ploughing is dominantly -a male agtivity while preparation
of the soils sowing and weeding are female activities)

In anima) husbandry milking and feeding etes are female
activities while collection of fodder and grazing arc dominantly
male .acuviueaé‘ Similarly, in artisan production, waavmgo knitting
is exclusively a female task while basketry, wood carving and black
smithy are exclusively male occupationss!

(4) A study of the important occupations under the catagory of trade
and business show that a veiy large pﬁpport&on of the workers are.
engaged 4in.petty trades such as in vegetable, bets) mat and sale of
baef etcs Female are nmumerous only in ,Veg‘eta'b'le t_z:ac!e_-‘é-i

i

Teachmg ana cther jobs under Gmmm'ane provis&ons seem
to be the only occuyauons t.o whi.ch the ueerates segment is :espon—
di.ng and Ls also rep::esentauve of modom £or<:es of work. It 19 the

primaxy schcols m Wh&ch a vary 1axge px:oportion of the workers m the

formal se:vices is en(ployedw More women than men are employed in these
Jobss Most employed in rngh Schoo) teachmg are men. The women are lar

ly absent in state govemment setvi,ces.f A 8mdy of t:he types of jobs
nndet the stata govemmnt se:viezes 1nd£caea that cnly low paid tsre&a
employmenﬂavauable t0 the vulaga populauon.x The largest rmmber o©of
smpioyment is in the categozy of drzvers and other class xv employment
such aa steno typist or police const&ble&,x pecn/chmoﬁddara oY swecpers
There are very few women in these jObSq *mey are only found 1n the
steno typist categoryd I '



e 310 -

3¢ 4s. that segment. which havé mved away from land based
,p:oducum 19 very well represented in formal gervices and traded

MERANGKCRG may not be a’ truly representative case: -sb.,iay
to permit generalisaticns for the state as a wholes However, some of
the trends in work participation in the sample village are worth notingd
a) The ecéloéical basis of high land agriculture being cxtremely um.-
' teds, the population relies on ai nmber of other rescurces or work
 as sodwce of wozkf SN

fa)-' Sex saggmgauon of 1abour is less clear in the traditional sphere
| but emrgmg strongly in t:he non-agtarian eertia:y seceor. .
c) A segmnt having larget access to lana 13 movxng auay £rom égri-
mltute and is mSpcnding o var:lms emplwmwt avanabxe in the
| nonstraditional sector. Sex seggmgation of labour is more pro-»
aocunced m this category accompanieﬂ by a £all in female partici@a-:
‘tion which remains high in nearly all land size classesd -

t 2 T TR



WORK AND EMPLOYMENT IN A
TRADITIONAL SOCIETY
AN ECOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF AN AO VILLAGE

T. SANGYU YADEN
—_—

Dissertation

SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY - .

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
North - Eastern Hill University

SHILLONG
SEPTEMBER, 1991



n,
~ =
i s
\
e
i
_
"
)
5
5
-3
=
“

i H < > <. /
R Sea Tl e e e 4 . LT PR
TA [
J! . / . 5 .
“ DAY PO E <
..
s 5 PO v .- . e - r - R
;"\;: ™A o cob s Loy o v e ;
SRS 7} . . ;
RS VOIS I R M S B A R i

T LI
e in o L et e e

- . ; 0 T T v e . . . IR
R s . LIRS -~ A . s !

O S N .- % : ot -
O, LiBman . e

o SR P L
&7 w“ oL . « a2 PRY
¥\ 0% \%

- W R > .

VOSSN L,y o
Oy T e Al Jiyoafe T R
R R R P SO T
‘-‘n W oLad ooty RS RV P R WV
o el
I B TS TS T




PHONE
GRAMS : NEHU

North-Eastern Hill University

Mayurbhanj Complex, Nongthymmai, Shillong-793014

Department of Geography TRl e e

CERTIFICATE

Thig is to certify that the dissertation entitled
" work and Employment in a Traditional Seciety : An ecelogical
approach te the study of an A¢ Village " submitted by T. Sangyu
Yaden to the Department of Geography, sSchool of Environmental
sciences, North~Eastern Hill University, embodies the record of
original investigation carried out by him under my supervision.
aAll other academic studies referred to and cited in the dissert-
atien have been fuly acknowledge. He has been duly registered
and the dissertation presented is worthy of being considered for
the award of the M.Phil degree,

I am satisfied that the dissertastion can now be placed
betorg the examiner for evaluation.

el

( Prof. A.C. MCHAPATRA )

- o th Supervigor.
The 4¢ september, 1991,
h A& %[a’uln
NEAD

Deapsrtmant of Geograpny
soith-Eastemn Hill University
shitleng-7930)4.



kel’;now).edgemnt-,
List of Pigures
List of Tables

List of Plates

CHAPTER X § INTRODUCTION

142

1a2

13
144
18

156

1.7
1.8

1.01

1.9

CHAPTER

- 34
2.2
243
24
245
26
237
248

Statement of the problem
Cbjectives

Rosearch questions

Choice of study Area
Sources of Data
Methodology |
Organisation of Chaphers
Tribal gconomy and Work
Role of Women in Tribal Economy
Pribal Economy in Nagaland
IX s BAGALAND g ECOLOGY
Introcductory statsmsnt
Topography

Rivers

Forest cover

Hinerals

- hané=usgs

Cropping pattermn

27
27

30

32

35
36



Page (s)

2.81 Cropping Seascns ces 42
2.9 Population and settlement ese 45
2410 Economy , : : dee SO
2.11 Concluding statement o Jed 52

CHAPTER III s SPATIAL VARIATION IN 'i‘HE STRUCTURE ves 53 = 84
: OF WORKFORCE

341 ‘Introductory statement | Joo 53
3.2 Distribution of worlcforce 3 Aggregate ees 53
‘ picture o ‘
3.3  District level patterns N dos 59
3.4  circle - level patterns = Joe 65
3.;%-5‘ Inter - Tribal Differences = Village ces 10
o level pattemns .
3,51 Cultivators Lo des 15
3,52 Agricultural Labourers deo 17
3.53 Household Industry N des 79
3.54 Other workers - eed 81
3.,;?'6' Concluding statement ' o ' ‘A.*'., . 83

CHAPTER IV 3 STRUCTURE OF WORK s A CASE STUDY .. 85
: OF MERANGKONG VILLAGE .

461 Introductory statement :  - Jos 85
4,2  Environmental Setting of Merangkong " eee 87 |
443 Agriculture and cropping pattem , .;i. s 91
444 Demographic profile o oee 93
45 Develeopment Indices o dee 95
446 Agrarian structure o . -;?.. 97

. 847 Workecycle _ - ;,-'.é...g,, 403



4,8 Structure of workforce
4481 Age composition of the wori’:force

.82 Social Differentiation and work-
participation rates

4.9 Distribution of workers in Types of work

4.10 concluding statement

CHAPTER V . C}MGING VILLAGE ECONOMY AND ITS
> EFFECTS ON WORK AND EMPLOYMEN’I‘ '

S.i'hl' A' Introductory statement .

5.2 Impact of Modern Influencés |
| S.'3M Non =« Traditional Sector s Employment |
e Patterns
5.4 . COnclnding statement

CHP-PTER VI s SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLI=

CATIONS
LIST OFP PLATES

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Page (s)
doo 112
des 112
eed 115

Jeo 119

‘.é. .4 123

Jdee 126

Jed 126
Jed 128
Jee 130

Jee 136
Jid 139 = 147
deo 148 = 161

e 162 = 169



g (1)
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

¢

I wish to place on record my sincere gratitude
to my supervisor, Prof. A.C. Mohapatra, Head, Department of
Geography, North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong, who supervised
this research with great interest, enthusiasm and devotion.
His constant encouragement and critical insight into the problem

have brought the work to its present shape.

I am deeply indebted to Mr. Debendra Kumar Nayak,
Lecturer, Department of Geography, NEHU, Shillong whose valuable
assistance, great patience and useful discussion throughout
the course of this investigation has enabled me to complete
this task. -

I am deeply grateful to the officials of varjous
Government and non-Government Departments of Nagaland for extepndind
their help and co-operation with great regard to the books,
Jéurnals, monographs and other unpublished data so essenﬁial
for this reséarch. Thanks are also due to the Librarian of the

North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong.

I gratefully recall the co-operation extended to
me by the respondents of the sample village where I conducted
the field work. The Co-operation received from the villége
elders, teachers and my friends has been overwhelming. Their
assistance in collecting household data made the most different
task immensely  easy and effortless. Many thanks are due to
Mr. L. Saku Imsong and Mr. Tongpang Yaden for accompanying
me during the field survey.

I wish to place on record my sincere thanks to
Dr. Lanu Aier, Lecturer, Department of Sociology, NEHU, Shillong
who came forward to help me whenever he felt I was in need
of it.



(1)

My parents who silently wished me all success
“and walted with great patience and eagerness were a constant
source of 1nsp1ratlon to me throughout the 1long journey to

this conclu51on;

‘ﬁ All'my;colleagues, well wishers and staff members
of the denartment help me in several ways difficult to enumerate.
They all eminently deserve my thanks. Many thanks are due to
Mr. Ailadson"thar for his patience and care 1in typing out

the manuscript.

I am entirely responsible for any error and deficiency

in this work.

- >

(T.SANGYU YADEN). 3
Department of Geography
North “Eastern Hill" Unlver51ty
Shillong.

Shillong ,
The 25th Sept. 1991.




- 141
i %5 §
C 242

2.3

. 244
34

342
.33
3,4
345
4
442
4.3

LIST OF FIGURES

Title

Study area -
NAGALAND s Physiography -
NAGALAND s Vegetation .

Land=use and Area under principal
crops 1988 « 89 .

crop Calendar

s Industrial distrihztion of wo:kers

1971 = 1981 R

NA ALAND 3 Percentage of workers
Structure of male wo:kforce
Structure of female &drk'f_ome
Location of Selected éi‘mles
Sketch map  of Merangkong

MERANGKONG 3 Land .uSe

‘MERANGKONG '3 Work = Participation

Rates

EAE ST

N
LY X))

< 3
LA

.
¥
se®

i
LE X J

(111)

Page

29
33
40

a3
54



24

22
2.3

2.1 --
32
3.3
e
3¢5
346

| 4.3

o 42

classiﬁcatmn eﬁ !Pozest under ew
and pmm mtm&

Bagaxaml 9 kan&-nse
Area xmeer pxﬂmipaz crops

Disteic 20 DA tagepowlaﬁm
and density. 1981 ,

*:agalm : 3 manatnal distr&%twa
of worlsrg,; 1503

Hagaland & In&mt.t&al d&ﬁﬁrih:tica
O mmrs.ﬁeﬂ
o (OOYKUIS

Eagalam‘s : xn&xswal aasemmm
(hDiseris ,.zse) 1981

Eagaxaw ; meustﬁal dssmbut&on
oF workers In set,?f c&mles

Inter < Tribal varistion in porcontags.
of main mm::s f-c 2 mm m&aﬁm

Bementage ef mlt&w&w w
workers (vulege i&‘mﬁ

mmnwgs cﬁ agncuxaxm 1ahmrats
vtal vworkors (vnlaga ‘level)

saaeenmge eﬁ HOEROTE. 3@ hmsahomA

Pefeontags of . aehez um:kem o mx
vmxkers (village mm

mrangkma;’

aecmmg ; nwczzmm of uvesm ;

cee

; £4)

see
b 5
L L 34

co o

549
*ee

E
Fdwe

dee
<0 .“'

&
do o

- 3
.-..

3
eoe"

v

36

37

39

69

7

96

- 80

2

22



443 Ago - distribution of the populatiom Jeo 94
st Level of literscy i 96
45 pattorn of landsownership & 100
46 Work cycle (men) o dd 108
447 Work cycle (women) . Jed 108

4.8 Merangkong & Age caqposit&m of .‘?,?.% 3113
working ﬁow@

459 Merangkong % 'Woth-parﬁic-ipatxon rate J.d 316

4410 Merangkong s Work-participation &n & ddd 320
different activities - '

L ) persons employed in the nom-traditio Jd» 1331
s nal sector by landesize claSsas '

5.2 Inportant trade activity &3 138
5.3 State government services = Ged 138

KA E 2N 3



Blate nos | mtle - pege

Plate = 1 A vicw Of the village's forest land Jjs 148
Plate « 2 The jlumeland after the Felling Jed 148

Plats « 3 pi_ viﬂew ©of the bumning 4n the jhum Jod 148
' il K= {

Plate = 4 The jmin-land after the burniing 48  JuJ 149
over .

Plate = § A view of the Jmimeland and wet lend JJJ 150
‘ corresponding to .the slope and valley _
respectively :
Plate = 6 Sewing operation in progress . dds 150
Plate « 7 Peasants on thedr Way to the Jmme  Ji¢ 151
S land with materials ze@ured to ~ L
' constmct lmts : _' - N
Plate = 8 Carrying of Pirewood Jdole - 1352

Platc @ 9 coﬁectm of waeer fzom the v:u.lag@ des ‘152,
ue .

Plate = 10 consemcung a vnlage road Jid 352
Plate = 11 Cleaning of village well in winter  Ji& 153
Plate = 12 Construction of a house ~ Je¢ 1s3
Plate « 13 }Dteparing-‘ the thatch for the roof Jod 156
Plate = 14 Thatching of a traditional house Jid 156
Plate = 15 Artisan Production d43 158
Plats = 16 Fishing in the river | | Jéd 185
Plate « 17 A view of the village Jdoé 156
Plate =~ 18, 19,1 20 Houschold Implements w1y
Plate = 21 Agricultural Implements Ji 160
Plate = 22 Difforent kinds of Baskets dad 18

Ly,
Y¥eiier



CHAPTER®



141 STAISMENT OF THE PROBLEM ¢

Human society has to engage in work in oxder
to provide itself with the basiec needs for su:vﬂ.val and
progresss Conceptually, work involves a process by which the

matter f£reely available in the aawi '5 . are -transfome& to

Suit human nceds. With greater comf‘[;_i"i:j-ey in the sociotyd
‘Jork® may have nuances of manings. zanging from the satise
faction of material noeds to elerive pleasure and to feel
engageds Thus, the meaning of work 18 Anextricably linked with
the stage of developmsnt of a soc&at}. Bmpxeymene ocn the other
hand is linksd to a structare of S0 ey which is based on
wage labour and in popular percep .hwolves some gain,
monstary or othawn.seﬁ This leads to ehe statement that while

all employment is worlk, all wozk &s nat employmentd

- Work in a8 eraﬁ&t&onal seciety characterised by
sabsastenca producticn and. la:gazy cmn&@xﬂan owmarship
of pxogaxey acquires s&gnifz.cance as. :lt éees not embody the
complexities of a modern scciety w:lth clear - cnt division of
. labouy and a laxger development of productive forces. Based on
51!@1‘? life = style, worke in these Societies are '1argely‘ a
response to the ecolegical setting and the capacity and knowledge
of the social group to bring the forces of nature to its
advantages o '



2

The dissertation makes an gttompt to study the
Naga people as regards its responses to work in the contex
©f {ts traditional mores and the zecent @xposure of ths
commnity to modern f£oxces, The study examines the role of
ecological factors and the intervening force of the social
stm«:wm which are likely to affect the responses to WOrk
in order to provide a dynamic element to the Study, the
processes of change in bringing new opportunities of work 4is
also studieds The problem has been atuempted with special
raeferance to the ecologica-.l setdng. which provides tho primary
basis of work, the social d&fferentiagion causzd by access to
the means of production (i.e. land) anﬂ the changes brought
about by the modern forces. Effects of all these forces are
seen in relation to sexual divisjon of work and varied responses
of emargent social categor:lese*

1,2 OBIESCTIVES 3
The following cbjectives are set before the
4) o get an dnsight dnto ehe nataro of regional
variation in work = :ﬁ;,_amemamm in Nagaland
in relation to d&fferent ecological conditionsy

$1) to examine’ the variation in the structare of
vorkforcey |



iv)

g.2

to Scrutinize the role of social differentiation
and the modern influences affecting the work
pémc&pat‘icn and employment pattern of various
segments of people in a selected villages and

to analyse the implications of me pattem of
work and employment 1& Aai__ traditional society and
how a predominantly tzaditional commnity views
such changes and aﬁauswwccesmlly.

1,3 RESBARCH QUESTIONS ¢

The £cllow:l,ng :esea:ch questicns are proposed to
:.nvestigated in the cmrae of the smdyt

1)

41)

113)

Given the fragile L.agza_;giifa’h resource base of the
region ang umfé]. sucj,al structure of the Nagas,
what opportunities of work are available ?

Within the traditional sector of the ecamomys
-what is the - S.mpactoﬁ emiﬁing social differon=
eiatim on the pamms of WO!?K ameng varicus
segmants of people ?

What are the seu;mea;»-gg& employment and to what
extent it absorbs the labour force ?



iv) what are tho responses of d4£feront secuens
of people (and sexes) to work in the contex
of regional rescurce base, Social differene
tiation and modexn influences ?

p S Cﬁ@ICEOFSWD?ARBA:

Hagaland has been selected for the present study’
The state consists of a number of tribes belenging to the Naga
ethnic group. Located in the Indo :“igfsumse hills in Eastern
‘offshoot of the Himalayan ranges'and in the marchland between
* Ind4s and Myanmar (Burma)y thece trf

. groups have a world
, of their ouny aatached and s.solate&f :\fm the social upheavals

- in the maialanﬁ. these gmups have c:mt:&nued w 1ive in the
- ggemhlcali’ ulsdoesac with verg utt!s m:cactien with the
peoples in cne aeighbauring Brah&amcta vaney and often in

isolation eoeach other within Sts homland. Geagr@hical and

social isolation of these tribes has rea‘ult:ea 4in very little
exoganous contxet fostering and pethMaﬁng ttaﬁitional modes
of livings This is evident £m tne Naga eccmmy which &s by
.. and large snbsishence in naf.ure and the scciety. rﬁ:&h has
strong links with ttibal order;, |

Exposu:e t.e the modem forees m the recent timos,!
particularly aft.er the Brtuah ceatast in tne tegs.cn and with
| | the Indepenaence of the cmthOx has :eleased qzalitatively new
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clements into ths economy and society of the Nagas and is
slowly but surely breaking down its ins;;flarsws;. The RNags
' gociety at prosent stands at @ crosseroadd

These factors make a perfect casoe for studying
"'ha Naga socioty as regards the work and employment of its
people in relaticn to the continuity of its twadition and the
extent to which the modern forces are breaking the old

15 SQURCES OF DATA §

The present study is prﬂ.matny based on data
collected £rom the ﬁ.eliw ?he ££eld aata pertaining to the
houssholds of a selected willage has been collected with the
mlp of a strfuctured schedule convasseﬁ by ineerview mthoﬁ.
The data relate ¢o the gensral Snfomations of the salectea
householdsg its demographic stmetum; ssze of land=holding®
cmpping pattarns,. type ef worlk attenéed by different members
of the household etcd B |

Secendary data have ‘ ‘Zconecwd £rom the Censusy
with specs.al reierence to the woﬂ:feme of the population for |
a few salacced circles ana an the vinages of tm.fase circlesy |
The cenﬁus daha have bmn used to get. 3 broad unﬁetstanding of
the mmﬁome stmcmm m var;ous parts of the state as regards

the ‘main woz‘kets‘ and ﬂxeix m&ustual distt&butim.
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. published bocks and records have been referred
to collect informations regarding the gemeral ecological
setting, landsuse and cultural practices in the stated

3/6 MBTHODOLOGY §

In order to get an insight into t.he nature of
ﬁagalana‘s economy, information have been orxganised with
reference to all the pnystog:apm conditions, pattern of
land«use etos |

‘The variation in the wotkfoma partici;

4ts stoycture has been analysed in sample circles at the
village levels AS mang; as 7 circles ‘have been selectsd depene
ding upm the @oncentxauun of a pazticular tribal gmup
(tbetr ghare is above QS@r’ceat) m the c.tmlo. Care has been
taken to ensure that the selectsd circles are well distributed
in the entivre State representing diffetent altitude and ecolow
gical Zonas. Thus, the stlected ei:'cles:_ represent a fair crosse
section of regional variation and alse pwovide insights into
the natute of interetribal vaﬁaﬁm in work participstion and
Ats structures Circlell aend village lovel data have been analysed
‘with reference to R
a8) Percentage of mﬁcers to t:otal omlaeacn

 {total, male and f;’emale) ‘
b) Percentage of culuﬁatdm to total vorkers

(total,: male and femsle) q



b. N

¢) percentage of Agricultural labourers to total
. workors (total, male, f£emale)

&) Porcentage of workers in household industries
and mamafacturing to toeal woskers (total, male,
fomale)

@) Porcentage of other workers to total workers

A For selsct&rsg a village for ftel&mms. 8 number
of factors were comsmezea‘ These azer accessibiuty. pergsénal
Imowle@ge of the vnlage. its a:tstance fmm the nearest towm

‘bc After due consideration o t:hese factors; the village
MERANGK@NG ‘locdated in the ‘mn cimle in Mokokchung District ~
alestid for intensive £ield

fﬁfij .f,stigaﬁé

The next s‘tagé in the. sampl.e wag the selecticn of

}' houschold. Ag many as 135 hcuseholas mi: of a total of 674
houscholds constitating nearly 20 pe: cent were selected with
the help of stratified random Sampnng mothodd The strata were
formed with reference to the sige 94_? operational holddngs of the
households. Proporticnate ran&msémplés were drawm from each
strata fo&' a meaningful studyd B

The £ield data have been analysed with reference
to social differcntistion in the village which is defined by
the houscholds® access to lands Demographic structare of the



hcueeholds has beep stadied with referonce o agoestructurs,
dependency ratio, sex ratio etc. Woxkeparticipation has been
.analysed.w;th refe.rénce to the percentzage ‘of workers to total
population for the males and females separately in different .
‘gizemclasses of operational hqldin‘és;,

The types of work has beenclassiﬁe& into 7 categories
uch as cultivation, snimal m;sbanaq{ riinung.% gathering,
artisan, sezvices and trade and business. Work participation
4n these catelpriea of work has be&n stadied in different classes
| of operauonal hozdingsa-- -‘rrad.e. msiness and services have been
further classified into occupaticns. to atudy parbiciyat&on in
these occupationss

1.7 ORGANISATION OF CHAPTERS

The f.&rsc chapter pmv:l;deqﬂthe rese%’;hgeiting with reference
to the objectives of the Studys: reserch questicns,: methodology
adoptad,-organisation of the chapters andan 'qqeririew- of
Mteratures. | o



14

The second chapter 18 a descriptive and analye
ticsl account of ecology and work in a traditional societyd
This chapter emphasis on topography, rainfally distribution
of forests, river system,i minegal rescurces, land=use,
population and settlement aistribution and economy of the
statsy

The third chaptor makes an attempt to stady intere
tribal differcnces in the work participation and its structure
in Nagaland, |

The fourth chapter 48 a study of the pattoms of
worss and 3ts stmcture in the sample villagey -

The afm chapter emyfhas;’aes on the nature and
extent of modegn processes opening now opportunities of
work and employment 4in the Nags economy and the responses
of various sections of the people to thege implsesy

The £4nal chapter prasents a brief summary of the
findings and implications of the studyy:



‘Wotk“ in a tribal soc!ety is fun&araentauy

| diffemt £:em that in a non=tribal peasant socieuas.i ‘he

darfezenee 1atgely flowg from the natureé 02 ecology in ‘which

these w0 societies are situated as well as the diﬁﬁe;ences
in the social orgsnissticn of the twod Ki8J singh' makes this
undsrstanding expxzcxuy cleaf 3 e L

_"Ec«mmy of the tribe is 3 pmjectzon of tri.bal

socioty, @ response to tho ccosystem in which it

48 placey its functions of production and Aistrie

bution are governed by the beonds of kinship within

- or between families, clans. and kindred) Production

 level, nenwacquisitive;’ n

‘Against this construct, there is pitted the economic
- organisation of the casts gystem, a hierarchy of

~occupations performing sarvices and producing goods

45 based on the exploitatmn 0f the resources locally

. and easily available with a crade. tachnology largely

for coasumptiond Family. 4s the unit of production,!
with little specildlisation and division of labour

' ‘beyond that basSed on Sex and ages Distribution of

goods is regulated by tha considerstions of rscipros

' cityd The ideel stats of primitive eccnomy. 45 thus

describzd 3s self-sufficient though at a subsistence
nomn:ach&ne and non-menetary.

of many kinds, BEconomy ©of the tribe 4s sesn as 4in &
state of flux, moving £rom one pole <o the other;l as

the ¢tribal societys, Ssegmentary and nonehierarchialy

is integrated with the caste society which is marked

by heterogencity, sttaeiiicauon. role specialisatiew

‘and mﬁemt}m&c patucmation 1:1 pmducuonsi

3.%'}:(.6. Singh. (1982) xntmauchozy chapter in BEcencmies of

_trides and thoir Transformation, Concepl, New Delhi,
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A common ecological characteristic of the areas
inhabited by the tribes is that they are by and large negative
ﬁmm the point of view of agriculmre":' Most axcas of tribal
concentzation are hilly, dry and foresteds Tribal ecomomys
thercfore, has mach to 4o with the £orest resouXcesd WOws
associated with forest constitute a majar aetivity in almost
a1l tr llection of £Arewoot
 fodder and building maeer&ais to mming and ritaals asscciat:ea
with many such acdviuem

2} societiesd It ranges fmm c"‘;

The trides constituts a saeial system 4n relation

&6 fomat%

Obvicusly, the objactive of the &ystem is not o
caise it 48 a mltisfacated

fescurce to tho tribe for sustenarice and survival

. destxoy forest bat to preserve i

£ the tribes with forests
the nature of thier

\ tribal development |
fallows s |
derive oithor directly
amount of their livelis

subsist on edibls leaves -
and £ish/ 'rhey build their ‘-
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homes with timber and bamboo and practice cottage
crafts with the help of local raw materialsd They
use herd and medicinal plants to cure their diseases
and even their religion and folk=lore are wowen the
spirits of the forestss commercial transactions are
predominently by barter, trade being left mostly to
the ocutsiders who controlled the money eccnomy®

Despite poor agrarian base- of the areas of tribal
concentration, most tribes have adopte& to the environment by
ag variety of means and have learnt the art of agdmlmm which
Tanges from sh!.-fttng cultivati_ox; to settle agriculture, depending
on the opportunity provided by the eco-systems! The process of
slow and continucus contact betmexii}f;;xe‘_ tribal commnities, who
p:acglsed a comparatively simple fozm gf production, with peasants
and artisans with greater specialisation mast have gone on fo;é
cenf:urj_;e‘s? In many parts of the world 4inhabited by the hill
people, there is a primitive 'systenj‘ "'oif:'éultivati;on, technically

6 .

.

known as shifting cultivation

It is known through amr;éeolégic.al. discoveries that
by about 7000 B.C. there was a fxin&;f;ﬁzentél change in man's atti-
tude towards envimnment and accidéi;téily he became a food p-mducer-
from a hunter and food gatherer. Man began -‘eoﬁé“l.axtﬁ;g"i cultivate and
improve species of variable élants by Se;gction;i of course demese
tication of animals like She_gp;if goéft-;; and cattle started siée by
side. Gomdon Chs,ldev Adengifiead 'théf}héblithic farmers of the

i

5¢ NJKé Bose, (1971) Tribal Bife in Ipdia,

{ National Book T
India,! New Delhi pd 224 \ rust;

6. S Bosey etdald }(19:9'2) Shifting cultivation in I-ndia in
Kése singh (ed) @pJeitds pe 2164

7. V- Gerdan Childe,: Man Mokes Himself,' Watts & cod,l London
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Danube valley as nomadic cultivators. c:hz,mg8 also pr:ove& that

the - neouthic €armers of Fozmosa were shlfting c:u11:4.17::“:0::':%.‘1

This primitive anethod of ‘land' usage is even now in
existence in widely seperated places 'throughoui: the world,’ :Spee
cially in regions of high rainfall é—,nd- temperature where conditions
‘ape favoursble for the quick growth 'of?*plants.‘%-ﬁéﬁirally. it exclu=
des zegions of extmme climabe.i like the Polar or Tundra regions
'or desert and includes eSpec:lally. trop:l.cal or monsoon forests and

: to some extent,, forests Of the tempe te zone al.=3t.‘>.’3

Though there 1s dearth of. renable data yet the
, Aestimated areg under shifting cultivation in the uworld may be
_ 36 million 8Qq.. ks’ inhabiuad by 200 mill:l.on people.' In India
: 929480 hectares of land are util:lsed for shifting cultivation by
almost 2,6 million peOple. Due t:o ecological conditions. this
land usage is prevalent in eastem. central and to some extent in
southern stabosng namely,i Assam,} Amnachal Pradesh.! Nagaland,
Manipur, Meghaléyaa~z Mizoram, Tripura, Orissa;! Madhya Pradesh,!
. A_Maha:aqgitra - and negligible areas ;o£ Kemla.i',xamgtaka.i_s;}ékj.mﬁ
Guj arat and Bihar. | |

K.C. Chang; (1970) The be
far eass. Antiguityo" 44 s

9. N.”K. Banerjee, (1972) An ap 1sal of shiftin mlt:ivation
in India Agro-cconomic prot “Pri
‘ ok oi Pabel. Bhopal.

ixmin’s of ariculture_in the

10. The Report of the COmm:Lssioner for Schednled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, New Delhi, 1960=61¢
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rainfall, moderate temperature and good soil favour quick
growth of plants. The foothills of Arunachal, the hills of
Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram continuation.of these hill
ranges of the Northe-gast Indian sfates have an altitude
below 300 metres and shifting cultivation is generally

practised upto 100 metres%1

'Apart from shifting cultiﬁetion. tribes, in many -
areas of the country where the agrc-clhnatic and topographic
conditions permit settled agrieulture or terrace cultivatien.
have adopted to ity "It is generally'assumed that the economic
condition of the tribes practioing3ag:iculture is better than
that of others, even though they areféet éll‘SQlf»Suffieienr
or self supporting"12 Areas whereftribes face the prospects
of alienation from land, a large segment of them still works
in agriculture. but as wage=earne rs.

'Mpst tribes who practise.agrieulturef generally
combine some form of animal husband;} with it.=chever; tribes

11& Bosey et e1¢(1982) "Shifting cultivation in India“
in KQSQ Singh 225 CitQ p&, 217 )

12, ResSe Mann (1982) "Economic System Among the Westemn
" Indian Tribes®g 1n KiSe Singh (ed) ops cit@p. 7
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located in arid and semimarid regions depend more on pastow
ralism than agriculture%3 Many tribes living in very high

altitudes too practise nomadic pasto;alism.

In general. no tribe dependS’on a single form of
economic activitye. Within the same tribe, there may be different
sections following different econocmic pursuits. "However, the
occupational adherance is not of aoyjrigid form. it is rather
flexible and is conditioned, at times, by circumstances preva=
lent and opportunities available“lé Even in the same region,
different tribes appear to be at different»levels of economic
progress. Depending upon these coﬁgiéxiiies'in-économic life,

a variety of works are performadAﬁgfoﬁé'oumber of tribe

Since most tribes are'ootsideathe mafkét forces or
are only maﬂginélly }ntegrated to iﬁ;iﬁhey have to produce a
bariety of goods for“consumption orhto’éasist in'their produc—
tive activitiesy It is due to this. reason that artisan activities
constitute an important area of work among most tribes, The artisan

products closely reflect the ecological conditions of the tribal.

Apart from artisan activity, tribalﬁpeople‘engage in
some trade,. particulariy 1n forest.produce or work in mines or

join different services as a response to modernising influence.

13¢ G.Cd Bagchi, (19382) "From Semi~Nomadism to settled Agri-
culture : An Appraisal’ of Lepcha Economy" in K.S. Singh(ed.):

o cits DPPe 303«313, Also sec R.Se Negi (1982) “"Economic -
%?Ee of Himalayan Tribes® Ibid pp.63=-67 ;

14,-R¢Sq Mann (1982) op. Cit@¢<p§ﬁ79




1,61 Role of Women in Tribal Economy 3

Wemen have been ascribed a significant role in all
tribal economies, There is a dichdé"émy' of roles based on sex
almost everywhere in the world in mlation to the traditional
economic structuress The hazaxﬁons tasks as wen as those
requiring physical strength are generally ascribed to men,
and works which need sustained effort and endurance are
assigned to women. This division 13 strengthened with taboos

and beuefsi‘s

FTaking into account the dif.fe:ent factors of
production it appears that woman's role ‘is predominantly in

the sphere of labour among the tribes. The degzee of involvement

:Ln the economic structure wvaries fromt _trihe to tride depending
upon the nature and quantum of wotk whi.ch is a reflection of

the eco=system in which a tribe is :_-;gga;e'&.

Among tribal peasantry pfébusxng ‘settled agriculture,
the chief means of production, land. 13 by and large ccnmlled
by maless Apart from the matrinneal tribes of northeeast India,
women are debarred from mneri.ting 1ana by customary 15&#':‘6
Secondly; in case of séttled agric’u‘im.re cu-lti‘vation is a family
endeavour. rather than a community eat:erprise. Thirdly, these |

15¢ Joyti Seny N« Saha and Sk }Mukherjee (1982). "Role of
Women in Tribal Economy®y in K¢S« Singh (ed.) (1982)
Econcmies of the Tribes and ‘1‘:. T

concept. New Delhi p¢ 93
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tribal communities do not live in ;solatio:z. J}xe sphere .qf
interaction with other ethnic groups, both 7£;nd non=tribaly

is wider and there i8 a wider netwdfi‘:‘r-'of social relationships
with other ethnic groupsd in course of this culture contact over
the centuries it is not unlikely that V.t-here has come about role
specialisation of the sexes along ‘the same line as among the

non-tribal peasantry in course of acculturation.'

In case of shifting cﬁltivaiﬁion. the trives live
in a cempa‘sétively inascessible re"gio‘ns. where nature is less
hospitables A closer econcmic t.ie binds the group together
and cultivatisn is a joint endeavour. Both men and women wWork

together. The men fell trees and c;;_,lear;,ﬁforests, the rest of

the operations are undertaken joint by male and females It
has been cbserved that among the Mishmis of Arunachal Pradesh
apart from agriculture women play 3 5!53392“ role in ghe collection
Of roots and tubers which supplement the family diet. They
control the grapnary and stores andlook after the livestock

as welle

With the opening up of mi‘a‘ea_'and the growth of
industries in tribal areas,’ many have gone into mines and
industries as wage labours In a joifxt' j;:aper by Choudhry and

17

Das Gupta,. it has been ‘nexi'tioneﬁ 1:: "c'orinection. with the

174 C:houdhzy.; N.C‘ and Das f‘uptaz; P.K” _%act of Indus-
, ary Statement in

e ') ¢ CY programes on concessional
Anthmpology and Allied Disciplines. Calcutta; pp+198«
211, 1970z : _
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labour force working in the iron ore mines of singhbhum 3

4rribals ...Jform the bulk of the labour force in
these mines, Two persons = usually husband and.
wife or brother and sister form a work unit, The
men are usually engaged in earth cutting, ore =
dressing, loadipg and unloading of the trucks - ;
during transport, f£4illing the baskets for carryind,
etc.s while the women do the carrying job in baskets.
The'pairing® of a male and female in the formation
of work unit is a common phenomenon in these mines®.
Writing on the ;mpact of industrialisation among
the Santhals of Chittaranjan, Das Gupta says, “As the males
becoma engaged in different types of work related to the induse
txy, agriculture haé been vested mainly in the-womenfolk?la
In pastoral economy, the tribal women help their
menfolk in a variety of operations such as washing sheered
wool etc. sending of small animals such as goéﬁé and poultry
is usually women's jobes Tribal women in many parts of the
country are excellent aftisans. embroidery, pottery, rope -

making etc,

Since tribal society is largely subsistence in nature,
gathering accounts for @ major economic activity in which women
generally play a major role, Gathering of fuel-wood, roots,
leaves from the forest or fish and other edible items frodipnnds.ﬁ

and rivers is performed by women members.It is a common sight.in -

is8, Dag Gupta, P.K. "Impact of Industrialisation on Tribal -
Life”, Bulletin of the Anthropological Survey of India
" 13, 85106, 19644 o =
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most tribal areas that women donfinate in petty trade in small

| tribal markets.

| The\fragile raaouxce hase of most tribal areas ke
it obligatory ﬁor all members in ths community to contribute
their labour for the sustenance of the.family. Women in all
tribal communities respond to divé%se=works though they may
.be accepting such works as traditiopally ascribed to them by
sexuai division’of labours It isoéiéO”noteworthy that due to
their importance in the tribsl economy, the tribal women do
not suffer many of the. dieaoilitié;-of their non=tribal couns
tarpart, such as. seclusion, and many other forms of patriarpe

chal discrimination.

1,9 TRIBAL ECONOMY IN NAGALAND § .

Difficult terrain and th;ftribai,social structure
of Nagaland ;s largely reSponsibléJﬁot 1£s isclation both
geeographical and sociale These coﬁég;aints have fostered an
economy which is self-sufficient in most respect in close
interaction with hilly énvironmentﬁ grior to the British contact
in the region Nagas were living in numeroas 1ndependent village
states‘AThey were more or less 1ndependent 1n their economy ;
except for saltq Long standing feuds. raids and head-hunting

were quite the order of the day., and trading could not be

19« Major'v,xb~Anand (1967)vNa‘a1and in Transition*
Associated publishing House; New Delhi, p. 9
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possible with cutside and within inside. The @pﬁt striking
and consistant feature of the vil;ages of almost the entire
Nagaland is tﬁeir locations The p:imary_conside:ation for
"such a selection of site was'thé bésic need for defencegzo
Nagas had very litfle trade ... they cultivate very small

21
quantities of cotton, and exchange it for salt.

Landed property is hergéitary;_and is cultivated:
for ages by the prbprietors. In bﬁilding houses; neighbours
are required by custom to assist each others. for which they
are. feasted by the person whose they are building, On deaths
of fathers occuring, the prOperty 1s divided and all the

22

family share. the house going to the eldest son unless he

has one of his own, when the moti

For centaries Nagaland %§@§ined in isolation f£rom

the rast of India. Probably advéngféf{the British in this

area made some contact possible wit&*ihe peOpie of ihe piains
and commerce and trade relations started In early times,
people could not carry an trade due to 1nacceesib111ty and
the practice of headehunting,. prevalent in those days. The
economic trend of tnis state thus got ‘dmpetus by coming under
204 gg.cit. pq>64. L ‘ |
21, EoRe Gxangea (1840) 'Extract from the Journal of an

Expedition into the Naga iuns.a‘ TJAJSB VOl IV,
Pe 947 ' ‘ o

22, Verrier Elwin, (1969) TuE NAGAS in the Nineteenth’ _century.'
Oxford University Press p. 3§4¢ :
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administration as well as in contact with the outside worlde
Even then the mainstream of economic trend of the country as
a whole daid not affect this area and the only menas of livew
1ihood of the people was mdimnmzy agricultuxe for subsis-
tence and artisan crafts and cottage industries for the purpose

of fulfilling their own requirement.

Economic transition started with the coming of

British administration in 18765' But it was only during the

| First (1914418) and Second World wars (1§39&45) that a tree
mendous transformation took Ilalace'ie the life of these people?B'
They came in greatef ‘contact wit.*; the outen-'-world for the

£first time and their livelihood pattern got influenced and
‘changed to some ext:ex:m%4 The change was in respect of earning
wage as 1aboum interpretor, or quide. Thus it became a sSocurce

of eaming profit. by supplying mn and maberials during the

wary Cash rapidly increased as 9’301233’9"' earned more money during
-the War, That was the time when ééme..people beceme co&;parative'ly ‘
r:l.chi5 After the war peOple again took to their traditional -

means of livelihood. The mpact of 'the -exposure to money

economy however, remainedg ‘I‘hose}_;,;_:_,'.hgv had gained from the Wars
" took to occupations other than tﬁé;;,'z:ﬁéditional anes,’ like trade
and contractual undertakingss, o -

23*@ oBm Ghosm (1979)¢i Mokokclmng district Gazetteer. p.145.

24 During the World War X Aos raised a labour of 200 strong
men whe evan went to Prance and their experience in
.Burop2 was thrilling as we].l as educative.

25‘& GOShy OEd Citor pq 146@
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A widespread ttanéfomation agé.'m took place a-£t:er
the creation of Naga Hills Tuensang Area in 1957 and later,
the creation of de-facto state of Nagaland in 196126 1t
openedsup qz;alitgtively new oppomnities to the people for
participating in the developmental works of the state in an
unprecedented mannei‘.‘ The éXpansibh' 6f administration and
@stablishment of developmental works. growth of cormnanications.
innovatiocns in cropping practices and many other facbors have
brought about & change in the state,

FPactors such as spread "én‘*d’ rise in literacy also
contributed to some extent in the- prooess of change. Trends,
such as popualation shifts to towns. and growth of new townships
'are emarging new feamres in the state. Modern educatiorn27
also opened the floadgates of aSpiratims for higher standard
of livings, westem life styleg a,_pd..de:mand on goods which till
now were man'ingleés;,; The money economy and demand for &Qnéy
brought to forﬂsfeamres like unemployment. where work and
employment had a wider; social meanim_;r.‘i It is odd in Nagaland
in view of the manifest keeness of 11'.8 people for education i.e.
the cutput,  lost on account of the chndren going to School, is
high 28
value of education are unable to afford 1tq .

2609 ; w po 146&

27. This getting the children’ educated keeping them in
‘Shillong or other towns, though there are schools in
“‘each locality,: is practically a must for the local Govts.
servant or businessmen,, to maintain his social status-if
not f£or anything else..

284 As the level of living of an average lvaga family is clese ,

t0 subsistence,. even a marginable loss of cutput in real
terms,; would be h:lgb. ,

and often the parents despite their acceptance of the




2h

it Waé so much so that in tbe 39608 there was
no unemployment at all, 29 ana every graduate could except
a gazetted position. But things have changed and by the end
of 1970s there appears to be the problem of educated unem=
ployedio Socially productive work which was the way of the
people losts its relavance and Government jobs become more
rewarding. A new soc_‘ial/economic‘CIas's emerged in the form
of the Government servant, the contjfactor and the bugineSsmen.é
often in alliance 1in claiming a gx‘:‘ov}j.ng share of the rescurces

at the disposal of the states

Soon after the creation of Nagaland state in 1963."
the State Government décided that 80 per cent of the jobs
should go to the sons of the soil :excluding nm—tribalsg‘l Later
in 1975 it has been décided that centper cent of the jobs,
excluding technical ones, should go to the locals?z Taensang
district came up for education rather very late, Also the
people being poor caﬁnot afford higher edgcation.‘* As a result
of this two factors, the people cf this district are not yet ‘

well-represented in the State Government Services, Because of

29+ BeBe Ghoshy: (1979) zZunheboto District Gazetteer p. 124

304 The problem of unemployment among the Aos (Mokokchung
district) who are educationally far more advanced than
oggers,,; is steadily growing up and has actually become
a t»eot

31.. There are many non-tribals permanently living in the
'~ plain areas such as Dimapur, Naginimora etc., but they
are not considered sons of ‘the soil. Even the Nepalis
who are staying in this state for several generations
areqconsidered as sons:: of the soil.

32. BeB. Ghosh,’ (1981) Tuensang Dis
ment of Nagaland,. Ko m3y Do

tgict Gazetbeer, GoveIns.



this position, in 1877, reservation of jobs to the tune
of 20 per cent has been made to the backward tribes and

33
five eut of saven such tribes belong to this district.

The population may be classified into three cate=
gories according to the Standarxrd of livings At the bottom
remain the peasants based on subsistence agriculture. They
prodéce their own food and live on that. but somstimes are
faced with scaxcity. The Segment iﬂ the middle class depends
on agriculture but earns something frcm small business or
trade or service such as carpsntrg, smithy. weaving, teaching
in Schools etc.s as sources of Suélémsntary income, They live
in villages but in better housestiéeserally with CI sheet ro&f,
with bamboo mats as wall or wall of wooden planksgs The .upper
income group lives in the towns or atleast in the administrative

36

headquarters or cutposts, They live in much better houses,

generally pucca house, either the Assam type or RCC buildingsﬁ
They have permanent source of income as in the case of the
‘Government servants, and the class I contractors and high class

37

businessman are equally secure of thsir incomed

33 The backward gribes who come under this reservation are -
Konyak, Changs Sangtam, Yimchunger, Kheimungan, Phom and
Chakhesang, and except the last two all belong to this -
districts Of course Konyak's district is Mon but a good
‘number of them are living in this district.

34.4.BsBs Ghosh, (1982), Histo;zﬁof Nagaland, S.Chand & Cod.
Ram Nagar,: New Delhiy pe 2

35. Ghoshy, Ope citiy ps 2014

36 Ivids

374 It may be mentioned that businessmen and contractors of

-8econd &rade with less income and having no other source

may be grouped not in the. third but the second group of
. the three classified grnups '
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As the Naga society emerges from the traditional
tribal form éhd moves into the modern agro-industrial phases
we visibly see disﬁarities develdping between the different
sections of the population and between the urban and rural
sectors. There is no doubt that &ufiné the recent years some'
 have become very rich whereas the.buik of the pépulation is
'still on the old standard of iivihg, With fh? educated Nagas
holding important administrative positions and other prestigiocus
and remumerative jobs the gap 1s'g£cw1ng between 'the educated
seétion and the uneducated section;‘Nét‘only in respect of
financial emoluments and physical'faciiities but in other
respects also such as cultural stéﬁdérds:and ways of livingf
Great disparitiés is unavoidable in a developing society but
then as these disparities go beyond a certain limit, the social
tensions are bound to arise. The various social and political
ideologies have not yet made their entry into Nagaland. But
the time is not far off Qhen they wille. It will be wise and
farsighted to quide the course of economicvgrowth and social
development so that the new Naga society will have a reasonable

measure of equality and integration even as the old Naga society

used to have;‘zé8

384 Mw Aramy, (1972) "The Zmerging Situation in Nagaland and
some suggestions for a National Policyd in S.C. Dube
(eds) (1972) Tribal situation in India, Indian Institute
of Advanced Study,. Simla,. ppe 127=128,
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23 INTROCDUCTORY STATEMENDS
¢t nesdless to emphasise that the pattern of

work participation is sensitive to economic, socials cultaral
and ecological factorsy Agriculture and allied activities
constitute the major econamic life of the rural peopled In the
absence of a remarkable technological breakthrough 4n the economy
the ccological factors are vital in egerting powerful influences
‘on the type of work and associated lsbour demonds. Ecological
factors such as the altitude, mpagraphy.f sotl conditionsy
climetic conditions, availability of water, quantity and Seasonae
ity of -tatnfan& quant&ty anﬁ comébéi’ﬂm of £cxést cover ato.
indicate the rascurce base and pmv.tde the basis of worke These
factors assume even gteater i.rmortance in traditional tribal
swie&es which tend to mve in gmater harmeny with gature as
- the forces of gmfmmm z'emain un mpea. The labour HEecess.
is ordented towards sim!.a wansfemath of the availsble
natural rescurca base m Eulf;ning the mmmm neeas of. the
' peopla* The wox:ic dn such soczetj.as may range from mere collection
and gatherixxg of food and xgaterials fxeexy avauable in the
4,natnm;} aumal husbandr, '_\,z- suhsxstengg; agrieulm:ai proaxmuon
to industries geared towards :equ" nts for such operations and
‘ hwseho).dﬁ peedsy In case zst“he sozzieties ‘are more ¢pen, some

smount of trade connected w these activittes may enmloy a small
segmont of the xzee;:).es.a Gzeater aceess t.o m&em forcas siich as
literacyoi urbanisation and develomental effom too mtm&xces
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new forces of employment opportunitics, particularly in
the service sector to which a certain sect.ian is likely to

The tribal sccial structure does not pemmit
the devalopmntu of clea:ly defined éivision of labsar, though
cultural px‘actices may aasign €asks associated with each work
onthabasisofageorsex.” ’ | | |

R
-\

" In the present chapter an att.ampt 18 made to
understand ths ecological conditions in ﬂ,&galand in relation
to the econnmic activities porfogmed. by fhe peoplal The topo=
grephy of the state is hilly, mggeﬁ ‘and mountainous except
for a narrow zme' in the foothills hordeting Assam and tho small
valleys in between the lower ranges of the western and northe
western £lank (£ige 3+1)¢ The average height of the peak is
botween 900 and 1,200 metres, "'Jrhe-_highegse point is saramati in
t:he ‘Ineasang district vhich is. 3.840 metres above sea-level.
m Koh&ma districty the highem; peak 19 Japfu wﬂ:h a height of
3,i014 metress The Barail and the Japfu ‘ranges. from the watershed
of thestate and as meyare close to the westerm bounﬂarw gome
of the rivers that come rolling down thé sio‘pes attains any
sizaable proporatims untdl it entze:a the plains of Assam’?

1. Prakesh s.%ngh. (39’?2) ‘ c» Naucnal aook TLastyt
Bew Delhi pp. 1=2, IR
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All Naga tri
forest for their livelihood. The social structure of different

as depend directly en land and

Naga tribes may bo analogous ip certain respects, but thoy
exhibit significant economic differences on account of varicas
ecological factors of t:emia.* While ﬁngami. and Chakhesang
‘Nagas 4nhabiting in the southerm paxt of the Nagaland have

.. boen cxpert tarrace cuktivatéts. mst of the other ethmic groups
"'hifeinq cultivation ($tuze

“ming) and depend on forest product, am and gama?

to the north and east continue wi ;

‘The agricultaral 1m91 ts and metheds sre/simple.
By and large work hzvolvﬁ.ng the m .Gf- dﬁo ¢ 8 lmg blaéea,

handled, broad fronted chopper) er the spear {as in hunting) is
mainly done by men. While the dao is ehe principal implementel
in some cases a form of spade or hoe ;is'_ also useds At present
) most of the agricultaral implement
Pick, Scxapper, sickle, Rake. Mat,
Pamding tabls etc.

aze dao. A, 8pade,’ Hoe,'

243, RIVERS

The hﬂly region 43 « _sected by & number of.
’ seasonal and perennial} streams with VneShaped valleys which

furthar restrict ag:imlmtal poeantta& of the zegion. There

»:_‘—L .

o MR Das,l (1982) "Agtari.an Stmamm angd Changes in

Nagalané° 3 .'m K 8. sin (ea J! ‘Economics of the 1bes
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are S major river systems in the statsy namely the Phansiri,!
DoyanQo mmw Tizu and Jhanzi (telak) The f&rst three f£low
towards west chrcugh the Assam plains to join the mighty |
B:alnnaput:a o tdh.ue 'rim r:lver system £louws tmaatas east and
swth«-east and pou:s Snw Itawadi in Bm:ma. The Jhanzz river
£lows tosards north.

: nsnmg in she rivezs has trad&tionany ptovidea
8 source o.f' woxk to people uvmg S.n neaﬁy vinages. parucu-
darly in the south—easeem reaion,. bordering Manimr. Drying
of fish is common for its meserya'tiqg values Pormarly €ish '.
was availsble in plenty but now a days due to indtscriminate
catching the stock has é@windled an& in many places the vs.naga
authorities have stoppe& fishings

246 CLIMATE 3

'tha clxmate over tha £ooth1119 18 warm - sub £ro=
pical and over the high hills is coal and tomperatas The mide
Slopes and lower ranges of wostemn'f£lank have a moderate sube
montona clmaue. The Sumer and winter t:empetames over the.

hills range €£rom 5°c to 25 c and those over the foothills have.

| a ranga heween n% -3 32°c.i ‘me ave:age annua.l rain€all is
'.beween ZOOms and 259cms distt&bueed over?mnths in a .Yeal'o _

: from aay to om:.ober. eve: the hs.gh hu.‘ls cemperam is coo} -
dnting w&ncer and octmranca of fmst evez large tracts iﬁohsezved.

Bnt Sn&sfau is rare in the inhabiﬁedfareas.
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2/5 FOREST COVER 3

Due to prolonged rains and high humid conditions
the region is endowed with rich natural vegetation over the
lower ranges of the western flank characterised by substropical

evergreen rainforestss The central hilly region has broad=leaved

_ temperate evergreen rainforests. The castern and scuthecastern

platesu has a characterestics coniferous (pine) vegatation.
%! over the wostern and the central

However, the climatic cld
forest zones are. being lost due to extensive fhumning and are
roplsced by degraded regrowt! 3 (Pige 3.2)¢

According to officj.al papers, forest occupies
more than hal€ (57,57 per cent) of the total geographical area
in Nagalands During slash and buxn (jhum) in March/April/May,’

accidental fire cause logses of thmsemds of hoctares of forest

each year, This leads to several. sen. erosion and deterioration
of soil by losing théusands cubic metres of top fertile soil
Anmial t&mar fening&salso heavy to feed a feow
wocd based industries in the seate- A near complote dependence
on forest for £ire-wood also contzi

‘;‘V;;_vﬁas to éefomstation Annual
f&rewcoﬁ consumption in the state &B esumabed %o be 6,50 1lakhs
milliton Ws@ 'rhese two factors . wads to the vast gap botween
planung ana mmoval fmm the fomst.*

3¢ mmctoraee of Agrs.culmm (39?57 SOIL sunvm' azpom'sﬂ
S04} Survey mng. Nagaland:_: Rohdma ppe I=2e

eps rtment.&i Ammal Adminise
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cut of tho total Iand area of 16;*5’}*.&909 hectaresy
forest occupy an area eﬁ appmxﬂmaﬁely 8462,:532 hay’ and their
status has been approximately ch&ssimeé ag under §e

(1) 9onase ares under m contmz
3&. aesewed Forests

B Wale life Gamma:y
¢4 Protectsd Forests

ee.?ss
2214
Ds purchased Forest (awats l 1649 nad} 18."77

ting aeclaratidx oﬁ
| Reservauen) .

Ji 100J00

M mentrific 30 3¢ et 'uuma«;mu:nnum.‘ wdid

(2) Forost area undef private cmml'
| v Village forests '

(a) ’goxtgin accessible 73,8 faz‘l nady - 26465

() virgin nowe |
accessible forasts pt ,%0 ha.

(c:) Dag:a&eﬁ fomses 2.84.?1280 na.

~ 38J0s
_3is0

waa; 7.63;3107 naq 'aoqééo.ov

‘rotal &mst Aa:aa o a.isz.;saa nad

Seurce 3 Forast 6epartmen anmml Adm:nistrav.ive
Roport 1986 = 8‘7
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It is evident that forestry 4n Nagalend mostly .
relates to private forests regulated by, caustomary rights of
the people. The £ozes&af are geperally of wet evergreen typo
with a high aenaxty of flora nich in number of specms. The
trees apec&any in the foothills, are of gigantic stature and
are mmaﬁ;ab;e ﬁox, their pe;ght_ and -cxeamas of boles, . .

_ o Bomstsgp,xa:g a gzeat mle in the eemny o£ this
hilly staee.? An the zequimmnts of fozest.s pm&mt.s both in
the rufal and uszan amas are mot ﬁm the etahas' £orest.“
Tney also supply gay materials to a].l the £orest basea indyse
mes matmecomugm the seate n the :eeeuttimsj

2J6 HMINBRALS 3

| ~ No ;aarucalar ainors have yot been d:lscovem& in
th&s mee. Kowever. it is benevéﬁ that petroleum and coal may
e avatlable 1a the state, In ttua cannection 1t may be menticned
that coal depoafw have baen locaueﬁ m various places of |
z{ekokcmmg d&strict of this eeam. 0&1 and natural gas have

found along the £ooth111 ‘regions of wekha aistricty Besides coalyl

progpects of glass and clay age i’a&:ly gcoﬁ sandstone su&table
.ﬁo: road metals also occuf dn almhﬂ )

ance.

5. Ditecmrata eﬁ Agrs.cul"



iion of area in the state
is occoupied by ﬁorast vwhich claims over: 37 per cent of the

=2 ctually under crops constie
wtes only 12 par cent of the total énaa. Due to the nature
of topogrsphy and shifting cultivatian mrtant fallows acecounts
for as :mch as 6.79 per cent Wh:ue 7.06 pexr cent has been
elassiﬂ.ed as other ial.‘tows. ‘The 1attar category includes such
lands which agter being cultivated for 3 years are left uncale

tivamd fo: a period ranging f:om 3 9 or even m;ore yaats.

Land put to nonsagricultural wees 4s only 1486 per cent. Land |
under miscellanecus tree crops and gifoves accounts £or about

8430 per cent,
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fable ¢ 242

mm@ 3

-cla%ifieation

1. Forast

24 Area pot available for
caltivation

{a) Bazren & uncultivable lana

(b) Land put to non=agricule
tural use

3¢ Otherx uncultivated land emm-
ding

(a) permanent pastures and othe
grazging land

RAd

(b) Lana undaz H¢scs tree cmpa

1,26,252

(c) Cultivable waste -.1313&
44 Fallow land
(a) Current £aliow

() rallow land other than
current fallow

96,1092

1,401,870
3405720

54 Not Area sown

2804000

5‘7.’*‘3‘7

186

8430

619
7306

G4 Afea sSown more than mhce X ag000

7+ Total c:cppea Area g Gross h 2316.‘030

sw.zce 3 Directorate of Agricnlm&fi ‘

“rotal aepamg Area T ‘”14.193.3314 N
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28 CROPPING PATTERN 3

Cultivation of different crops absorbs the
labour forcs in most parts of the yoard Foodegrains naturally
dominate the cropping pattem. account-..mg for over 85 per cent
. of area, fallowed by the pulsss (649 per cent) and oilseeds
{543 pei" cent) ¢ Paddy, harvestsd in agtumn and winter account
for moarly 80 per cent of area m&gg fooé gmins.‘




Table : 2.’3

. {In Hectares)

14 Aumm paday 69.040
z: Winter paddy 56,000
3¢ Maize 22,700
' . 400
i 3341300
L
o L. 35000 15
8. Other Rabi pulses - ‘,g-g;'j_:; 241100 16028
9. (a) Beans o z.;‘roaf 20493

10.% Sesamxm
11, Rgpe and Mustard

2ls Garlic R

.12, Lin seed/Ground

o . ) Dotal
12. ccm
- 1‘; %t@ ané M@S%

14’0 Sugat cane -
- 164 Tobacco

17 Potato

i8¢ Sweet potato

194 Chillies

200 Ginget

'i‘otal araa under crops

Source s Directorate of Agriculture,
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Rice is dy far the most impoztant food crop
and it dominates the entire agricultural scened It s a
universal crop and enjoys pivotal position in the rural
economy.! mgthefowgmmsmammﬁrmmthm

/17 por cent of the total food grains cropped ares. Gut of

this Autumn paddy accounts for 4294 per cent and winter
paddy accounts for 3534 per cents The production in 1»988-8‘ =89
was 60..000 tmmes o£ autumn padﬁy anﬁ 70.,0“ tonnes of vinter

paddy xesgect&vely. Other food grains are m&m which accounts

£o:. 14.«33 per centy wheat with a margin of o;%z-s per cent and
ot:ber cexrsals and millets aecmnts foz the tamaining 734
por. cent of t.ne wtal c:ops uuéer food gras.n areae. I'he'

p:oaucts.cn in 1988-89 wa:et m 39.*290.1 wheae, x {060 tonnes
B and othay ee:eaxs and mxllets 11.*800 wnnes.

Among the pulses,’ Kharif pulses' 'cbne‘s rmder larger

aﬁea. The porcentage baing 4031 per cent oﬁ ama under Kharif
’ pnlaas 'x‘he pm&uct&on in the state in 1988489 was 6,850 tonnesd

Beams occupies an ares oﬁ 20.93 pa: cent.’i othsr rabi pulses

o 16.28 por cent.* grams u.va pex’ cemz and tax Te '75 per cent.

:Qhe producticn of Rabi pulses, Grams and Peas accounts 3,150

e toanes in 1938-89. Thus,! the total pm&zcuon of pulses

accoﬁiag to 198889 statistic of pulses is m;ssoo tennesd
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011 seeds can be included under the principal

crops categorys Ra;;e aﬁ Mystard are dominant crops with
an area of 68,,!78 per cents In 1988<89 the ‘production was
3,500 tonnesy Lin seed and gmd mt ranked second position
under this crops with an area of 3._’9-.?‘?2;4 per cent, the produce
tion was 15;600 tonnes in the sama "yéar.’*'!i’he* area under
sesasmm is 12.‘08 per éent wit.h a preduct&on of 900 mnes
in wse-ew ‘ |

. Small quantiues of coetca.a Jute and mesta are
cmmwd. Sugar cansy potato;: and ethet miscellanecus. crops
such as ginger,) cmns.as., Ga:nw sweet potato and ‘robacca
are grown 4in tms mgsm;' ' '

. 248% CROPPING SEASONS 3

, Generally the swzag seascn for terraced riee—ﬁield
is Aptn-aay (ﬁg.‘z 4 )r,% ?he gx'am rzpens towarxds Octcber. the
haxvest. gcours usuany in movember or December.; but the season
doss not: open up to Janauxy;% b"or 1hnm.% paday seed 1is smm
' Quring the spring timay- in many cases the pzant sprowds in
may.z feuwed s.n m;r hy weedinga *%he grain rﬂ.pens 1n mly
but somets.mes ene ripenmg seasen may go as late as septemberﬁ

muets doea not take 1ong eo napemia The seed usually
15 sowm in Mamh/hpul and the gra:n
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CROP  CALENDAR
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the hagvest socon £allowsed In the case of Hidzo, the seed
is sown during March and harvested in Julys In many places
Millet; 4s grown simaltanecusly with Madoed Racha 48 grown
during March but takes quite long to ripen for it is harvested
towands the close of the yeaxy

As regards the pulsss thoy are planted in May and
hazvested in Decombegy Soyasbesns are also grown during the
same seasan, while T41 is grown in April and harvested in
Novemba, 7 In many areas of the sta’t:egixamar ss grown in March
but harvested in Jenaufys Sugar cans in the highlands is planted
in Moy but harvest occurs as late ag December or Jansurys Potato
has two Seasons, the winter potato sown in Cctodey is peady for
hatvest by Janaugy of Pebruary. Sweet potato ¢akes quite a long
time and harvested not until Dacembet% Sowing of jcbs' tears
might have been done £rom Jandury to April, according to altie
tudes,: while hatvesté take Place til1 Novemberd Lentils sown
in Marcheapril is usually plucked in October or Novembory

6o He Barohyi ‘my 1970) Gagettoer of ndia NMAL’;
Kohima Districts! Covernment of Nagaland, Pei02e

8; Bamhﬁ
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‘Owing to the variations in altitnde from place
to place and othor twpogrephical fsctors, -0 uniform €rop
: calenﬁa: is not ﬁeas}.blam cmpraiag and othep traditiconal
coaches slso differ from place t;o places what epplies
‘o Mokokchung at & lower altitude cannot be sald to £4t in
Kohima ox mnmm arcas located at fmeh 'Mgha: altitadss,

Horcover, some vegotablo cxops such as Bringals
TOoR 0, pc%aw. mstard and porhsps othors which cannot all
b nmﬂ. hore have teo s2asons of growth 40 ono year, confors
ming to tho summer and wintess Cropping of the formar may not
bo es.mxﬁany the sama as thst of the latw 11 Pethapa
mmmcax and geolog&caz factoxa which acceanes gor the
‘divexse eccnomic conditions in t?ze ca;mexy enhonces the culeu-
s 6&%3:91@ amongst the people alﬂmugh it rests upon the

2.9 POPILATION AND &Tmmm 8 -'

The populaticn of Nagalend -according o 1981 Cengus
is ?;m,gs;o wi‘mj; a density of 47 porcons per Sgaare R The
stats 49 expariencing unpiecedented growth rate whieh was
" 50405 per cent in 197181 as egainst 39J63 per cent in 196&-,71;"

10¢ Baroh,i gps ity Py 203,
11¢ ?B;ax"éh,; &
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ghis phenomensl growth in the population in a fegion with
gragile resource base has sericus implications as regards

the carrying capacity of the region. An overvhelming majority
of the population (8445 per cent) in Nagaland lives 4in rural
ageas {654,1696) ¢ Most of the urban population is concentrated
in a few towns such a6 Kohima, Mokokchung and Dimapurd The
average density of population s 47 per square kilemotred

| The cultursl pattern is dominated Dy mumerous tribesd .
Notable among them are the Aoy Semao Lotha,! Angemt, Ronyak,!
Pm chakhesm. Sangtauw Chang. m,; pngan, Yimchanger,:
Zeliangy Rengma.mm:. Mokware a_nd c:hix‘:ﬁ

' _zthasbeenmnmatmezonyaksatemem:gese
single t:ibe ﬂcuwed by the Aos. the sws. the Chakhesanga
and then the Angamis. Au the txfnes ‘have their own specific
area of pesidences mmﬁa district 4s the homo oﬁ the Angamis,
Chakhesangs zeldangs, RKukis and Rengmasd Angamis live in the
northemn and wastem pam of the dﬁ.st.tict. while tho Chekhesangs
ltve in the souﬂx-easwm parts These t.m tribes . am econom«:any
the mst developed &n maqalmd. They aze the only mes who
pract&ae terrace mlt&vat&on and mxe cropping on a large
scale even though located in higher -alt_:,&mdee zoness Rengmas
inhabit the northecastem and the zeliangs and Kukis the northe
wastern parts of the districes |
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Mokokchung district is chiefly inhabited by
the A0S, Lothas, Scmas and Rengmasd Of these the Aos who
are the most prominent tribe; have the highest rate of
nheracy in the state and &re socially the most progressive
in Nagalands They are the most numercus tribe in the district
and are spresd over its northern half, though their main
concentration is arcund Hokokchung towns The Lothas live at
lower altitudés and occupy most of Wokha disetidt.‘ The Semas
inhibit scme of the central and southem parts of Momchnng.g
but most of them, uve in the district of z«mhebowﬁ

B

- la:ge nmnhet of Semas have settled acwn near
Pimapur in the Koh:.m districe, 'i.‘he Semas a:e just a little
less than the Aos and afe also an ﬂnportant. tt&haﬁ

| Tutnsang district wh;ch} was & part of NeEPd
previcuslys is the homs of Konyeks,: Changss! Sangtams, Phoms
and Yijchungers. These are relatively backward tribes. The
Ronyaks are by far the most numercus and 1ive in the north
of the district, However, after the c:eétion of Mon aistrict
most of the Ronyaks and Phoms are now found in Mond The
jmming techniques of these tribes are relatively mferior.

They are not very skilled in weaving and conseguently until

recently lived almost nakeds: On the whole, they are not as
hardworking as the other Nagas. Theit diet is 2lso somewhat

inférior, but themain reason for thedr lassitude (and being
- prome to discases). is addiction to opiumd This misfortune was



ke

bxmght upon then by the autash who fmnﬁo? in planung
,my &n the vaneysw an easy way o£ conmllang these
£mﬂar peopxe¢ Yeats o£ opinm a&ﬂ&cum has eaben smo
their aap. Etadicatxon of tm.s habit is the main probxem
m ms.s ax’eae

2 Chang, Sangtam;} ¥imchunger; ‘Kneimungan,! MaJ(wwu.,..
€Ainn oanA - 7/—/(&,1_ ‘{/w, -t’n . gowotenn - oalde oj
- the state which bemers aunua.x Bome of the east:ern tribes A
,mclu&mg Kcmyaks are vezy cloae o Buzma horaer and eo have
mattimnzal and kmshjp xelat&ons with the vinages on the

_Buma szde.

Ths tribes are not homogenems:* Bach tribe speaks
'4t5 own distinct dealects Membors of one tribe can commnicate
with thogse of other tribes only through NagamesSe or among the
more educated@ through English. Each tribe has traditions; and
customs which are peculiarly their own, their mofe of dressing,
songs and dances,) marriagesi customs all differ.
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Table 3§ 2.4

DISTRICTWISE PERCENTAGE POPULATION AND 15)"&31\181‘1'1;&1 _1981=

Sl. District Population % Density

N,o‘—.fr : L g::.; xnd
14 Kohima 2,i50,1105 62
24 Phek | 70,1618 35
3 wokﬁa , 57,:583 35
4,/ Zunheboto 61,1161 49
S¢ Mokokchung 3410442193 65
6 Tuensang 1,i52,1232 36
7.* Mon 784938 44
NE-GALAND 741744930 47

Source 3, Pops_xlatipn Censusd

Mokokchung district has the highest density with
65 persons per square kilometre,Zunhebota district 49 persons
per sq+ km, Mon 44 persons per sq. ktm Tuensang 36 persons per
8qe kme and Wokha and Phek districts with a lowest of 35 persons
per sqe. kmé e.ach;.,;, Though Nagaland is characterized by enormous
differences in altitudey the dens:l,t;ﬁg::pgtteq‘:‘s,_ do not show a very
strong relationship with varying altitude of the districtsd

Most Naga villages are 1arge-sized,} u8ually o:mpact
in form.and are situated on the hill-top.« Distﬁ(butj.on of settle-

ments is laz;gely. evens! E_xcept:@ng Q fg,aw p;a;,lq areas of Dimapur in
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the southewssty] Naginimora in the midewest of the State

.and apound T43it in the northewestern part the differences

‘in physical characteristice are marginal and so the settlement
pattam is almost iéenugag in most partss :

2410 BECONOMY %

Befor:e the advent of Br:lt.ish aaminzswaucn. that

19 tin 1876; the Nagas were li.vi.ng»—f ,-;_;'mmmua“[awtas. They

wem more or less méependent in theiz ecenomy except for salt
which they used to get im Assam plains through barter of

’thew pte&uces such as chﬂli.@inger c*ettoa. magtard seeds,

&ecerateé Spear, Naga Shawl 2tCe fﬁiehé their om: vanages they
seldom sold or purchased anythinq but &f nscessity arose for
any article they would get it by bamr. 1t was so becsuse there
was no money in circulation. oOf couraa anmg soma tribes,
notably among the Aoy there was a £am ef currency known a8
'ChabilX® ¢ Tt was a =Slender plece of iron varying €rom 1025 em. |
in length. Gold or silver or cop;;eraj,~co¢ns of pre-Sritish period

was not known hgire. Likewise *Kapard

not in usel’z

,,"’ or Cowri' were also .

Earlier there was very little trade oxcept some
in beads and shells. Bach house-hold pro@aced practically all
4t needed the needs being quite si@le and there was hardly any -

12. B.B. Gosh (1982)e1 Bistp of Nag alandi 8¢ Chand Cempany.
Eem Delhi. Pe. 2480 A T '
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surplus for diépoaal. Money as a medium of exchapge was
introduced only during the Second World War., Prior to that,
the denominations of wealth were the extent of land or the
number of mithuns and cattle which an individual pcassessed.?13

Apart from subsistence agx:icu"lture.: household
1ﬁdus_ttie.s and artisan pmdactiori h;a'é been an important limb
of ecanomic 1life of Naga peoples This is abviocus in a self-
contained and gelf subsistence eéon&nyin which most of the
concumption is actually produced by the members within the
communitys Thus, artisan production in wéaving;f ‘carpentry,
blrack,smif:hing, bagketry and productj.on of many hous‘ehold‘ imple-
- ments has been responsible in keeping both the sexes absorbed
in works If we see the sexual divisions: 7@9 are exclusively
engaged in baskatry;.‘ caxpentryjbra*cksiixithing and productioh of
many household implements,; while women are exclusively engaged
in artisan production of weaving and knittingy

Forest is basic to tribal lifes I has traditionally
ptavit_ied the opportunities of hunting activity to people apart
from its utility in terms of gathering of fuelwood, other forest
produce and grazing of animals eta. |

13y Prakashe. Opv_cites Pe 1715
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pomestication of animals becomes essential as an
economic support in a region where agriculture is lptil'ﬂiti‘le'
in naturey Cattle raising is important for a varried res8sons)
ranging from assistence in agriculture to getting milk and
be_é*f, Other animals include pigs and poultry, mainly for cone .
sumption. Care for domestic animnals constitute an important
area of work in a traditional sphere of eczmomic activity

2411 CONCLUDING STATEMENT 3

| The eco‘logy of the study area and the socio=eccnomic
organisation of the people living here makes an interesting case
for study of the work patterns in the 1sta€e.' The economic ‘reépon-
ses of different Naga tribes exhibit significant economic diffee
rences on account of various ecologi’cal factors of terrain, The
nature of topography and other agrd-’c’lj;’matic conditions are not
suited for intensive agricultures However, the tribes here have
responded to the difficult environment by adjusting to it through
shifting cultivation in the slopes or terrace and settled culti-
vation wherever the topography permits it Naturally agriculture
is only oriented towards Subsisbenée food ﬁroduction.‘ However,
the agrarian produce is inadequatie to meet the full demands of
the population and the tribes have traditionally depended on
other natural resources to meet their requirements, Abundance
of forest resources has been an important source of livelihcod
and work for most peéplegg_The state is experiencing unprecendeshzed
growth in pOpulation;@ .This factor provides challenges to thé

regionys resources and sustainability.
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SPATIAL VARIATION IN THE STRUCTURE OF WORKFORCE

3.1 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 3

The structure of the workforce is analysed at °
the aggregative level using the Cénsﬁs of India data for
the year 1971 and 1981, An attempt has been made to examine
the differences in the male and female workgorce. Moreover,' -
the chapter also provides insight into inter-tribal diffe-
rences in the structure of workforce using village level data
for selected circles, which are in faC£ exclusively inhabited
by a particular Naga tribe. The village level = data 4is used
as it is at this level that the trﬁe:picture emerges which is

free from the prcblems of excessive spatial aggregationi

3¢2 DISTRIBUTION OF WORKFCRCE 3 AGAREGATE PICTURE 3

Despite a poor agrarian base, agriculﬁural activities
constitute the main opportunity of work for tﬁe people of
Nagaland. The 1981 census recorded 306,079 main workers of @
total population of 7ﬁ74£930'const1t§ting nearly 40 per cent
(39.49) of the total population ofAthe state, oﬁt of which
over 84 per cent were engaged in-ag:1Culture'alone (Figd 341)
The pfoportion of workers in the tbia; population in the year
1971 was a little higher, i.e. nearly 51 per cent (fig. 3.1).
A liﬁtle less than 80 per cent were returned as agricultural

workers. A higher percentage of workers and lower .overall pare



H4
NAGALAND
INDUATRIAL DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS -
1971

‘i.Cult’_iva’rors

- 2.Agriculturdl labhourers,
Mining & Quarrying
O*her than H.H. Industry,
¥ T1549, Livestock, Forestry etc. |
T 3Construction
.91 lgTrade & Commerce
'%.Transporf) Storage &
CQmm‘u‘ni'cation i
6.H.H. Indush"y"
7.0ther ~ Services

o

\ WAGAL ARD :
INDUATRIAL DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS
1981 '

I m% 1. Cultivators
e 2 Others:Agricultural  labourers,.
R B M. H. Industty ,

Other workers

Fig: 3.1
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ticipation in agricultural work in 1971 may largaly be

attributed to changes in the definition of workers in the

two succesasive censuses£

1, The Census of 1971 defines a ‘worker' as a person
- whose main activity is participation in any econo=
mically productive work by his physical or mental
activitys Work involves not only actual work but @
effective supervision and direction of work.

On the other hand, according to 1981 census a 'worker?
is a person whose main activity is participaticn in any
economically productive work physically or mentally,
- works but effective supervision and direction of work.
The following points are also taken into cnsideration
to treat a person as a worker during 1981 censuss

(1) A person who normally works but has been absent
from work during the reference period (i.e. during
the last one year prior to the date of enumeration)
on account of illness, holidays temporary closure,
strikes etc, is treated as engaged in the work he/
she would otherwise have been doing but for his/her
temporary absence,

(11) A person under trainihg such as apprentice with or
without stipends or wages is treated as worker,

(111)'A person who has merely been offered but has not
actually»jq;ned yet is a workér.

(iv) a full time public service or a full time pokitical
‘ worker, who 1is also actively engaged in furthering

the political activity of his/her party if ‘tredted
as a worker.



According to 1981 Census;t @ slightly higher
proportion of women‘returned as main workers compared to
their men counter-parts Around 41'pér cent of all womeh were
‘workers® while thé corresponding figure for *the men was only
38,11 per cent, The female participation rate in agricultural
activity is a little more than that of males, About 95 per ceat
of all female workers and 73.5 per cent of all male workers
reportedly worked as mainlworkeré in agriculture in 1981. Thus,
the most impertant:activity is agriculture in the state which

occupxeé 72436 per cent of the working force,

The deﬁelopment oflagriCultural wage market in this
tribal region is not jet developed as evident from the negligible
prcpoftion of workers engaged as ééfi;ultural labgurers (Table
341 and 342)« |

Thouéb the region is wellxkncwn.for household induse
trye the census data does not reflect ite This is due to catego{
rizing workers on the basis of theirkmain works. Since household
industries are not perceived as main work by most members, it
accounts for a negligible proportion of both men and women

main workerss



21
Table 3.1

NAGALAND $ INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBJTION OF WORKERS = 1981

Cétegories Percentage to total workers
' Population | Male | Female
e H
Percentage of Workers’ to 39.49 38,11 41.10
total population :
1, Cultivators  83.85 73449° 94499
2o - Agricultural labourers. 0.31 0.44 0418
gAY Householé Industry - - 0523 ' "0."‘19" 0427
4, Other workers 15,59 . 25,87 4/56
5, Marginal Workers 0.62 . 0459 0465
6. Noneworkers 43.88 41,35 46480

- =

Source s Census of India, 1981y
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, Table 342

NAGALAND 3 INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS 1971

Categories Percentage to total workers
Population E Male E Female
i A

Percentage of Workers to 50475 55655 45,24
total population
1, Cultivators 77;58 _ 64421 96.44
2¢ Agricultural labourers 1:45 1,61 1,23
3 Live stock, forestry, 0¢40 0¢65 0.06

fishing, hunting etc.
4. Mining and Quarrying 0.03 0.05 0400
5. Household industry 0430 0449 0,04
6. ' Other than Household 0.83 1.38 0,07

industry :
7. Construction 1,25 2412 0.02
8¢ Trade and Commerce 1.BO>' 3,01 0610
9. Transport, Storage and 0491 1.54 0.02

Communication
10+ Other Services 15,44 24,95 2,02
11, Non-workers 99425 44,45 54,76

source 3 Census of India, 1971.
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A substantial proporticn (i.e. 15.6 per cent)
of the workforce is engaged in non—agricultﬁral works exclue
ding household industries, The women, however, have very small
proportion of male workforce (over a quarter) is engaged in

non=agricultural activities.:

The structure of the workfdrce is highly non-divérb
sified. This 4is understandable in.a region dominated by the
tribal population;charactérised by subsistence agrarian economy
typical of all hill areas, A substantial segment of male worke
force, however, se..ms to have shifted.out of agriéultural.
activity, while tﬁe'women continue thbe absorbed by this single

occupatione

3.3 DISTRICT LEVEL PATTERNS 3

It is clear from table 3.3 and fig. 3.2 -« 3,4 that
both male and female participation rate varies greatly across
districts. The overall participation rate ranges from 58 per
cent in Mon to 41 per cent in Mokokchunge The district level
pattern shows little relationship with altitudes The male
participation rate is as high as 61.72 per cent in Mon districte
The lowest level of male participétion is observéd in Wokha

~district (i.e. ¢3.34 per cent)s



gu

The female participation rate is uniformly lower
than that of the males in. all the districts. But the diffe=
rential is marginal is Tuensang, wdkha,,Zunheboto and Phek,
The nrgést differential is observed in Kohima, the district
with the highest level of urbanisation (Table 3,3).

In terms of the structuré of the workforce, there -
is an overwhelming concentration of workers in thé owner cule
tivator category followed by'other wérkerel There is, however,
significant inter-district variation, Rohima with a high level
of urbanisation shows substantial éhift toinon—égricdltural
occupations. The only other district which shows such a shift
‘but +to a lesser extent is %okokchung where about 30 per cent

of the workforce has been engaged- in non-agricultural work.

1t is evident, however, that this shift to NONwagri-
cultural activities has a gender beas, Only the males seem to
respond to works outside agriculture. Women céntinue to be
.Overwhelmingﬁabsorbed in works available within-agrariah sector.’
Kohima and Mokokchung are the only exceptions, where a signifi-
cant 11 ber cent ané 8 per cent women work in fhe non-ﬁgréfian_

sector respectively.
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NAGALAND s INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS (DISTRICT-WISE) 1981

Table 3,3

Districts Wworkers Cultivators . Agricultural H.H. Industry Other
Co labourers workers
1. Mokokchung T. 41,01 Te 63,02 - Te 0465 Te 069 Te 29.64
M. 45.38 Me 53.67 . Me 0490 M. 0.81 Me 44,62
F. 36,19 F. 90.26 "Fe 0429 Fo 0452 F. 8.93
2. Kohima Te 44.69 T, 560114 Te 1,79 Te  0.69 Te 41,37
M. 53.9 M. 40.88 Me 2432 M. 0.68 Me 56,12
F. 33,03 Fo. 87.66 Fe 0670 . Fo 075 F. 10,89
3. Tuensang T. 51.81 T. 83.06 T  0e23 T. 0.08 T 16462
Me 53.37 Me 70.74 S5 " Me 0427 Me 0011 M. 28.89
F. 50.06 F. 97.79 7 Fe 0418 F. 0J05 Feo §1.97
4. Wokha To 42453 T. 76493 T 0419 T, .36 . 22,51
Me 43.34 Me 60,38 Me 0419 M. 0.51 M. 38,93
Feo 41065 P, 95068 Fo:' 0.:19 Fe Oe 20 Fe 3.92
5. Zunheboto  T. 45.57 Te 77.79 T. 0.35 To 0437 T. 21.49
Me 47429 Me 63.21 Me 0.36 Me 0.39 M. 36003
F. 43070 F. 94.'13 F. 0.‘33 F. 0034 F. 5.19
6. Phek T. 52,01 T. 80.84 T 0.18 T, 0.14 T, 18.84
Mo 50452 Me 66401 Me 0424 M. 0.15 M. 33.59
Fo 53,71 Fe 96,81 Foa 0412 F. 0.12 Fo 2,95
7. Mon T. 58.03 Te 83.46 Te 0,66 Te 0417 Te 15,71
Mo 61,72 Me 72442 Mo 1,07 Me 40421 M. 26429
Fo 53,79 Fe 98.02 Fo 04,12 Fo 012 Fo 1475

Source § Census of India,

w™
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Kohima is also the only district where wage labour
in agriculture is a significant 2 per cent of all male
workers., In-all other districts,.development of wage labour
in the agrarian sector is largely none-existent. The males
are far more numerous in the small category of agricultural

lsbourers.

The involvement in household industries is identical
to ' the state=level pattern. There 1is. very little inter-district

variation in the proportion of workers employed in this sector.

“The district level pattern shows that any shift from
agricultural work is towards the tertiary activities. The role

of altitude seems less prominent to forces of urbanisation.
3.4 CIRCLE = LEVEL PATTERNS 3

. The table 5.4 provides infommations pertaining to the
extent of variation in the structure of workforce for a few
selected circles (fige 3.5). All these circles are represented
by an exclusive concentration of a particular tribe. The
pattern at the circle level shows far nore clearly, the ethnic

wvariation in the structure of. workforcee.
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It is evident from the table 3.4 that there is a
greater equality in the participation rates of the two sexes
at the circle level selected for study. In fact, the females
are more economically active than their male counterparts
among the Chakhesang, Lotha and Angamis. On the other hand,
the participation rates tend to be identical between the sexes
among the Chang, and Semas. Among the Konyaks, the male work
participation is only marginally higher than that of their
female counterparts. The work participation rate is almost
uniform among the tribes living in higher altitudes. ThesSe are
Angamis, Changs, Semas and Chakhesangs. But the tribes in the
lower altutude exhibit greéter variation in their work parti-
cipation rates. The Konyaks located in the foothill zones show
an extremely high participation rate among both the sexes, but
Aos and Lothas located in similar altitudinal levels have much
lower participatinn in work. Female work-participation rates

among the Aos is extra-ordinarily low (i.e. 31.49 per cent).

Except for the Aos, where less than half of all male
workforce in engaged in agricultural work, the male workforce
in all other tribes ié concentrated in agriculture. The concen-
tration in agrarian sector is particilarly high among the
Changs located in higher altitudes. The shift of the male workers

to non-agricultural work is significant among the Aos and to a
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Table 3.4

NAGALAND s INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTION WORKERS IN SELECTED CIRCLES

wWorkers

pang

15.68

Cultivators Agricultural Household Other

labourers industry workers

Circles Tribes M F M F M F M F M P
1. Tuli Ao 47,10 31,49 48,89 90,84 0,56 0.26 0,19 - 50,36 8,89
2. Jakhama Angami 53+.46 55.13 67.86 97,19  0.53 0,02 0041  0.46 31,55 2472
3, Noksen Chang 49,08 49,49 88,12 98,79 2.09 - - - 11,69  1.15
4. Aitep- . Lotha 38,13 43,65 81,17 97,73 = - 0.50 - 0.44 18,33 1,83

yong :
5. Suruhoto Sema 49,98 48.86 81419 96,16 0,13 0.25 - - 18.68 3,59
6. Chizami Chakhe- 48,71 60,92 81,64 97,96 = - 0,04 = 18.33 2,04
sang

7. Chame Konyak 66488 63,59 83,07 99,38 1.06 - 0.19 - 0.'62

Source 3 Census of

India, 1981.

.
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lesser extent among the Angamis.’ The female workforce is
almost exclusively concentrated in agricultural production.
This is in spite of enormous differences in alt:l‘f;zde and
their affiliation to a particular'triber.f

The phenomemon of wage labc;i‘: 4n agriculture is‘nearly

- absents Not even a single worker was returned as an agricultural
labourer among the Chakhesang and Lothase. A significant 2.1 per
cent of the male workforce 1is engaged’' in agricultﬁral x}age
earning among the Chang tribes The proportion 1s,' a little over

1 per cent among the Konyakse

Household industry does not record even a single worker
among the Changs and Semas‘ Except: the Angamis and Lothcs. no
other selected circles did have a single woman worker in houses

hold industries,

The non=agricultural sector excluding household 1ndustry
abscarbs a significant 11 to 19 per cent of the male workforce
among the Changs, Lothas., Semas* chald'xesangs and Konyaks ) |
('I'able 3.;4)., The shift. to non-agriculmral wor‘k is marginal

among tne Changs located in the nigher altitude and among the
Konyaks living in lower alt.imdes. dhj;le an ovemnelming pro--
portion (50,36 per cent) of the Ao male workforce has shifted
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away from agricultural workp the propoftion is am high as
31.55 per cent among the Angamiss The former group is located
in the foot=hills, while the latter lives at a higher altitudes

Even at the circle level; the influence of topography
on the work participation rates and its structure seems less

important compared to fother socio=economic fadtorss

3.5 INTER « TRIBAL DIFFERENCES < VILLAGE LEVEL PATTERNS 3

The analysis of the structure of workforce at the
state, district or even circle levels suffer from various
dégrees of aggregation. It is at the village level that
significant features of variation emerges more sharply and

clearly.:

The anﬁiysis of pafticipation rate at the village level
(Table 3.5) shows & further accentuation in the extent of work
participation rates-both among mh3es and females,' There are as .
many as 30 viliages (37404@ per cent) with male participation

rate ranging between 40 and Soffir~cent « The female participa->

tion rate is between 40 and 50 per cent in a quarter of all
villages.: In villages, about half.of all the male participation
rate exceeds 50 per cents In case of;females.;their partiCipaé

tion ®ate exceeds 50 per cent 1n‘abqu;;$8 pa?;qgﬁtgvillagésﬁ*
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Table 3.5

INTER=TRIBAL VARIATION IN PERCENTAGE OF MAIN WORKERS TO TOTAL POPULATION

Erequency of villages _ . .

Category Tuli Jakhama Altepyong . Suruhoto Noksen Chizami Champang Total
¢4) (ro) (Angami)  (Lotha) (Sema) {chang) (Chak)):e- (Konyak)
) ) sang-

M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M P
<20 0 6 06 o o0 0 6 1 1 o o 1. 1 2(Jm se1n
20=30 o o 0 0 1 o 0o 2 o 0o 1 o o 1 20 A 306 )70)
3040 0 o 13 301 .1 1 01 3 1 0 1 7t 607, j41)
40=50 7 3 3 2 4 5 3 7 3 6 1 0 1 30(37.)08) 20(26.69)
> 50 1 1o 9 0 1 7 7 4 7 5 13 13 10 40(49.38) 47(s8.o2)
Total 8 8 13 13 6 6 13 13 12 12 15 15 14 14 81 81
mumber of, ’; ‘
villages@‘

source 3 Census of India. 1981”?
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1t is clear from the table that the extent of

wvariation in female '"pa:ﬁicibatioh fate is much higher compared
to that of the maless Significantly, in sbout 10 per cent
villages; the proportion of femile ;ng;n workers is as low
as below 30 per cents Such a low level of participation among

: Amales is confined to fewer vill,age_s,-;._;;:‘- :_I._._g. only 5 per cente.
in as many as 7 Ao Villages, the malé .worke.rswconstiwte 40=50
per cent of thei;? populations Fema}e workers .accéunt for 40=50
per cent-of their population in 5 .vi,llages@f{ However, there is
one viil-éage where male participation rat.e is above 50 per cent.
In ocut of 8 villages the female participation rate’ is lower

than 20 per cent;

I‘he male part:l;cipauon rate shows little variation
acmss AG# Angami and Sema villages,? Among the Lethas and
' 'cnangs the male. pastj,cipaz:&on z:ate shows‘. subs,t_antia-l variation
'fmm one village to the othem. The axtent of. Variation is
perhaps most cons;a;cams in tne villages 1nhab1ted by the
chakhesang tri.be.:. 'rhe l(onyalt tribe shows & ce:qp&etely dtfferent
p&cf:uneg Wbile the ‘Vast mjority (3.3 out of 14) of the villages

hava a ver:y high male part:l.cigation rate,g, ay least one village |

o shows few male main wenkgrs@ -;_"7_ % hless than 20 per oentg
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Extremly low participation rate (below 20 per cent)

among females 15 confined only tole.;chang and Konyak tribes,
Female participation rate shows sdbgéantial variation across
villages among a;i the tribes, thefgost prominent being the
Konyaks, the Changs and the semas,%Thé extent of variationvin
female participation rate is minimum in the villages inhabited
by the‘Angamiss

In Angami villages, no village has 1ess than AO per-
cent of males main workersQ More than half of the males are
returned as main workers in 10 out;9§:13 villages,' In only 3
villages the mgie participation ré@é:#a:ies between 40=50 per
cents In the'case of £emale'part1§ipation rate; there is“ohly
1 village in the 30-40 pex cent categoryg 3 villages in 40=530:
per cent category and a very high concentration of 9 villagas

in the category of 50 per cent and mora@

o ?

There is no villége in-Lbﬁﬁé'éréé where-the male
wor%ers constituta less than 30 per cent or more than 50 per cent

'of their total population, Female workers are more than 30 per

. _cent of. their pqpulation 1n all the villages,

. 1fIn meSt~Samé'villages $Q Sufhho¢b»cit¢§e of Zunheboto
aistrict:@pre than 40 per cent of the males are :efﬁiga& as

wbrkexaggé subgtantial p:ppoftien.oﬁjjyvjiiagea §53§85fper cent)



male and female workers constitute over half of their total
populations Only 3 villages have female workers in 40=50 per L

cent categorys

The Chang villages of Tuensang district reveals
a highly uneven pattern for both male and female workers, In
7 villages (58433 per cent) the male workers constitute 40-50
per cent of their pel:pz.t:!.at:lom.t whereas,« in as many villages the
female participation rate 1s ‘more than 50 per centy

Among the Chakhesangs male participation rate is

disttibu'eed in all the percentage categories except below
|  .20 per centg, A. very high ptopor-tion of the female po;mlation
L (above 50 per cant) is remx;ned as main werkars in 13 out of

. :14 villages,v

~ ‘Most- Konya)c villages (13 mt of 14) show a very high—
o ;'(above 50 per cent) male participatien :;atei Only 1 village

: ,_with male workers in belew 20 per cent eategoryQ In the case

- of famles the participation ;a@e 15 mox.*e or less the same
’as that ef the metlc-:s,F In as many as 10 eut of 14 villages the

| ‘female participation rat:e 1,8 abdve 50 per' cenu




3.51 CULTIVATORS &

In “ter.m.s of the concentration of male and female
workers in the cate;ory of oemermmltix;aﬁozjs. it is' eviﬁant
£rom the table 3,6 that the women workers ére almost exclusively
found 1n agriculmml occupatisn.a and ﬁzem is little vax:iation
 across villages or among tribes. In only little 1ess than 90
per cent of villages. ever 90 per cent wo:aen vomers cultivahe
their own fielé s their main worko Concentraticn of male
aorkforce in agricult:aral work. hoaever. shous s;bstantial
variations across villages and. among different tribaJs.

The female cultivators are fow only in three villages.
| "These are located in Konyak dominated Champang Circle (with)
less than 10 per cent separétedly‘engaged in agriculturs) and -
~. Angami dominated Jakhama circle (with 10=20 per cent in agrie

cultirs) e

On the other hand, the _pszortionb of male workforce |

- engaged as caltivators is less than 20 per cent in as many as

6 villages distributed in three circlesy f.e. Tuli, Champang
 and Noksens None Of the villages in the remaining circle recorded
sach & low porportion of malé cultivators, Excessive concentra-?
tion (above 70 per cent) of male workforce in’ cultivators catego-
ry is confined to tha Kchyaks (31 cut of 14 villages) the Chané's
(10 cut of 12 villages) the Semas (11 cut of 13 villages) and
Lothas (5 out of 6 villages). The pattem in Ao and Angami villae
ges show a highly uneven distribation of male workforce in

cultivators category.
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Table 3.6
PERCENTAGE OP CULTIVATORS TO TOTAL WORKERS (village level)

Category Tuld Jekhama A:Ltejpyong Sdruhoto Noksen Chizami champang Total

V) (o) (Angami) (Lotha) (sema) (Chang) (chakhesang) (Konyak)
M P M F M P M F M F M F_‘ M F M P

<%0 2 0 1 0 0 0 O0 0. .1 O o o 1 1 5(eam 1(1.23)
10=20 6 1 0 O 6o o o0 o o o o0 0 1 0 1(l.23) 1(1.23)
2080 1 1 0 0 1 o 1 o6 1 o 3 o 0 0 7(sjes) 1(1.23)
50=70 1 0 12 0 o0 0O 1 O ©o o o o 1 0 4(4/98) 0(0)
70-90 1 1 9 1 4 1 4 1 1 o 7 @ 1 1 27(33J33) 6(7J41)
> 90 3 5 1 12 1 5 7 12 9 12 5 14 10 12 36(44.44) 72(88.89)
Total 8 8 13 13 6 6 13 13 12 12 15 15 14 14 81 81
Number

of villa-

gesé

Socurce s Census of India,. 19814



3452 ASRICULTURAL LABOURERS %

Table 3,7 reveals the marginal important of wage-based
agriculturéifin most villages. Infabodt 83 per cent villages,
there is not'eveé a single male'member returned as agricultural
labourer, The proportion of'viliages with no female agricultural
labourers is even higher - i.e. 95,06 per cent, There are extre=
mely few villages found onlf 1n‘Tu11¢.Suruhoto:and Jakhama,
where less than 2 per cent female workers worked for wages in

the agricultural sector,

However, there is a siénificané development of wage
market for the male agricultural workers among the Konyakse At
least one village im the selected ¢ircle has more than 10 per
cent male workforce dependent on agricultural wages. There are
two Ao villages and one more Konyak village where the agricule
tural labourers among the males account for 5«10 per cent of
the total male workforce. One village each in Jakhama and Noksen

has 2«5 per cent of the male workforce engaged as agricultural

labourers.,.

Though the number of villages with ral3dtively high pro-
portion of agricultural labourers is low (ie. 6 out of 81 pillae
ges)3 the emergence of agricultural wage labour in an essentially'
tribal area has far-reaching implications. Not only it is con=
fined to only a few tri533¢ it also éuégests landlessness and
poverty for a segment of the populatiang
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Table 3.7
PERCENTAGE OF AGRICULTURAL LABOJRERS TO TOTAL WORKERS

Source s Cansus of India, 19814

(Village level)
Category Pall  Jakhama Altepyong Sumhdﬁo’ Noksen Chizami Champang Total
%) . ko) (Angami) (Lotha) (Sema) . (Chang) (Chakhesang) (Ronyak)
M F M F ®M F M F M F M F M F M F
0~ 4 6 9 12 6 if 1% 12 11 12 15 15 11 14  67(82/72) 77(95.06)
=1 30 1 1 0 6 1 1 0 0 0 O 0 0  4(ei9a)  2(2J47)
1-2 11 2 0o 0 © 1 o ©0 0 0 0 10 a(ajee)  2(247)
2¢5 01 1 © 0 0 © 0 1 © 0 O 0 o0  2(241) 0(0)
5«10 2 0 0 0 0 O 6 0o o0 o o o 1 0 3(3.70) o0(0)
> 10 0 0 0 0 0 0° o o0 ©o o o0 o 1 0 1(123) 0(0)
‘Total g g 33 13 6 & 13 13 12 12 15 15 14 14 a1 81
numbex ' ) ) ' ' '
of vile
lages
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3452 HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRY 3§

Household industry whiCh‘éééupies a significant posi=
tion in workspatterns in any ttib51 societyf.£a11s te emerge as
a main work by most workers.in Nagalands This is mainly due to
tims allocation to}Such worksvéndfcéhéhs definition of main
work does not nat many és main'WO:keré in household industries.

At the village lavel@'aniéﬁéi@helming proportion of
villages (95 per cent in the casevéf'fémalas and 84 per cent
in the case of maleé) daida not-secérﬁ-eﬁen a single fulletime
worker in household industries 0512 3 villages each in Tuli and
Champang and one village in Suruhoﬁpgiregcrded 1 to 2 per cent
of maie workforce engaged in househbld industry on a full-time
.basisnghese villages are exclusively inhabited by thé Kos.
Konyaks and the Semas ;esgectivelyglln»other'areas, the proportion
of workers in househo;d igdustrieS'ié'darginalg

Interestingly, more males are found engaged in household
’ compored

industries on a full time baﬂi31ho the femalesy



PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS IN HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRY TO TCTAL WORKERS
v 1llage leval) |

Table 3-._‘-3

cagegory

Tuli

Jakhoma Adtepyong Sumhoto Noksen Chizami
(ho) (Angami) (Lotha)  (sema)

Champang  Total

(Chang_) (¢hakhesang) (Konyak)

0=
‘0‘-‘-_1~
l1ae2

EI

M F .M

P

M F M F

M

F

M

F

M rop

4
i

811 1 4

o2 2 131

0O o 0 1

4
2

13013 12 12
90 o0 o
0 0 o o

14
1

15
0

0

10
1
3

1

0
0

68.(83.95) 77(95.0¢
6(7J41) 4(ai94)
7(8464)  0(0)

Total
number .
of vil-
lages

8

13 13 6

13 13 12 12

Cource s Census Of I.nﬁiei;. 1981;5'

is

14

14

81, 81
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3.54 OTHER WORKERS 3

This category of work is essentially non-agrarian
in nature and includes mostly services in tertiaxy occupations.
The workers in this category provido‘- ’mdications towdrds absorpe
tion in non=traditional occupatious:}’such as trade,’ commerce),
constraction, transport, counmnicéﬁon and Govermment and non=

Governmsnt services,

Table 3.9 indicate that mhost villages (over 90
per cent) female workers are extremely few (less than 10 per
cent of the total workers) in theééff@rorjks;? But over half of all
women workers were in these nonetréai;éional works and services in
2 Ao villages. Excepting these two. womn in most villages,
irrespective of their affiliation to ‘@ifferent tribes continue

to be absorbed by agricultural sector only,.‘?

Concentration of male workKforce in ‘others’ category
of work is Righly uneven across vil.lag'e's and tribal groups. In
a sixth of all villages, mostly beiohging to the Aos, Angamis,:
Chakhesang and Changs, well over .half"of the male workforce is
engaged in the non=traditional sector. On the other hand, | in
about 63 per cent villages the male workers are very fow (less
than 20 per cent) in this category indicating their overwhelming
involvement in agricultural seotorv ﬁ_oét of these villages are

distributed in Angami,: Lotha,. Sema,¢hang. and KonyakX terretories;?z '
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Table 349

PERCENTAGE OF OTHER WORKERS TO TOTAL WORKERS

(village level)

Tuli Jakhama Aftepyong Sumhota Noksen Chizami

Champang Total

Category et

©s) (o)  (Angami) (Lotha) (sema)  (Chang) (Chakhesang) (Konyak)
M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

<10 3 5 112 1 5 712 8 12 5 14 11 13 36(44/44) 73(3012)
1-20 0 2 6 1 3 1 2 0 2 0 5 1 1 19(23kee) 5l617)
2030 1 06 3 0 1 © 2 1 o B 2 o 1 o0 1002M5) 10123
340 1 0 2 6 0 0 1 0 06 0 0o 0 o o 3(h0) o)
4050 0 0 O 0 O O ©0 0 ©O0 0 o0 O °o o o). 0(0)
>s5 3 2 2 0 1 ©0 1 6 2 0 3 o0 1 0 13(16J05) 2(24769)

Total . 1% 4 2 |

ey 8 8 1313 6 6 1313 12 12 15 15 1 1z 81 a1

of vil- | |

lages

Cource s Census of Inai'a-.j?: 19813



3.6 CONCLUDING STATEMENT %

The analysis of the spatial variation in the structure

of Naga workforca leads to the following generalisations.'

41) Agrérian sector abé@ébs tﬁe bulk of the workforce. -
The sscond nmost 1mportaht source of w§rk-1s constituted by none-
agrarian service base works'in the’n@pé;raditional sector.’ Most
other sectors of work absorb véry s@alIAproportion Qf the worke

forces

11) remales are almost esclusively confined to the
agrarian sector exhibiting little diversification in the structure

of their workforce.

| 1ii) The shift toWards,QOngagricultural work is mostly-
confined to the males, B '

iv) Agricultnra; wagewlabour is yet to develop in
this region domigatad by tribal social=orderys Most males work as
agricultural wage earners. Landlessness is not very common in this
region which restricts the development of wage labour market.

Another factor may be primitiveanatuﬁé of'agrarfan economy.s
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v) 1Influence of topography or altitude seen to have
a less important role in explaining spatial variation in struce

ture of workforce at district or cir@le level,

vi) These broad generalisations get modified when
the analysis is undertaken at circie or viliage,level. The analysis |
at the village level is particularly revealing. Some tribal groups
seem to have responded to modern forces more rigorously indicated
by a8 larger male worqurce - shifti.; to non=agrarian activitiesJ
The extent of varjation in tha‘éroportion of workers in different
industrial category gets further accentuated at every lower aggre= -
gate spatial units, o

vii) It is at the village level that one finds some
evidence of the growth of agricultural Qage market in this tribal
region. Though confined to only a few villages, this is the surest
indication of a process of landlessness or land alienation making

its presence felty
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STRUCTURE OF WORK $ A CASE STUDY OF MERANGRONG VILLAGE

441 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 3

Census data on structurs of workforce 4is highly
inadequate as it suffor from many deficiencies including
definitional biass Moreover, it can only provide broad
patternse In order to get a cleaxer porspective on the nature
of work in a traditional society, an attempt has been made
,in this chapter to analyse the pattern of worksparticipation
at the village level by using data generated at the fields
For this purpose the village Merangkong was selected for
£icld investigations The chapter intends to examine the impact
of ecological differentiation on workwparticipation in the
sample villagey The variaticn in workeparticipation 4s seen
in relation to | diverse works performsd by different sections
of thes village socicty as well as sex=composition of ths
workforce in each categorys The social differentiation in the
village hse been understood in temms of access to lande

The sample village, Merangkong, is one of t?@largest
and most populated villages in the Mokokchung district cf
Nagaland located in the footehill zone of Wagaland Himalayasd
The village is inhabited by the the Ao tribe.focation of the
village in tho foot=hill zZone makes 4t slightly more exgoééﬁ
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to out:s:lda £omes. seaee aighway :@o. 2 passes thmgh the
heart of the vnlage ana connects the vinage populauon to
-cther neighbouring utban areas. Like most Naga villages.
Mex:angkcng too As situaeed at tne hiu-top. The vnlage is
simated on a r:ldge gkixted by two main r&verss Diklm in the
no:_m and Milak in the southe Much of the vulage area is in
the catchment of Milaks The village is located on the water
divide between the two rivers and tuns approximately Southe
Horthe Baste. A fow tributaries of the river Milak flow towards
Nomast whereas rivers in the D&ktm catchment £low towards
NortheEast direction. |

4.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING OF MERANGKDNG 43

ihe els;vation cf the village ie about 1200 £t. above
mean sea=levele The side slopes are Sﬁaep with a series of
synclmal ridges. Basin - 1ike broken Landfom without any
prominent rangs az:e present adjacent to mxak. ";‘sugangra AndL il
Masang river valleys Tsusangxa and Tuli river vaneys =« the
two important tributaries of Milak provide some uniform plain
which are favoursble for weteland cultivaticn om @ permansnt
basis. ‘ o '

The highly uneven Topogzaphy and sue.eip' slopes in most
parts renders § very large p:oport.ton of a-rea‘unmitable for
any kind of cultivatione As much as 60=70 per cent area of the



§1

village is under forest. Only in the manageble slopes,
pé:uauxarlg close to the river valleys, terracing is adopted
as a mef.ﬂod of cultivation. B,u"t,.‘ tefracing .and permanent cultis
vaticn is highly restricted 'tiixe to cms&raints imposedby the
Tomgraphy. The people . msort to extensive jhuming by cutting
dom £omst and bummg tt.

The hill and the valley soils are of two distinct -
types. 'rhe égﬁ ©f the valleys are generally Sandy alluvial
soil 6eep and fertile while the entire hill soils are formed
cut of shale rocks in sites of a heavier clay loam soil types
shallow in depth becauss of fluvial erosions Becp alluvial
soils in fnsignificant proportfon are presents

- Pable 441

,-, at‘iﬂ 3 mn QSE

glé'ss"iﬁiéat.ien o DESE in ac:es , Pementage L
tiomm 430 L 210
2 Terrace and wet land M 346

'(a) arca irrigated 74

®) Area unrrigated 3

3, Total fallow land 1620 7544
| Total 2187 100,00

Souree % Field mtk.“

=Y. o officlal focord of arca under Forost Is avallabise

It is only a rmgh estimate by the researcher during
the £ield survey.ﬁg
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Fho table V‘éi.’*“l roveals that a very large proportion
of the v:.uege 1and fe6e 20.13 per cent belcngmg to the sample
households i unger jtmm!.ug cnltivation ‘Wet land and Terrace
cultivation accmmt. for a maagxe 3.6 per cent areas nearly all
of which is m&gated.% The irrigation is made 'passible- by con=
stmcting dams near the £ic1d and the water is taken to the valley
land thmugh gravicy mt’pd. Ths mature of rugged terrain, hilly
eo;;ography does: "not- pemztto ptaetd.ce -.Jarger area of land under
pemanenh bas sis. It is sesn that cm Milak. Psusangra and Nemne
vaney the villagers practice woteland and Terrace cultivation,
mue cecst oﬁ the slc;es ‘and hnly @mw aze un&er Jhuming
culuvaticn. It s significent to notsa that- over thieo fourth
of ‘the owned l-ané 49 current fallow due’ to 'shifting cultiwation.

The pz‘o&ctim of rice. however, is very small and
varies ‘greatly between the Jhum land and ths wot lanﬁ. vex acre
‘pxoéucm in the jhum land is about 3 i6 quintals ‘me ptoduction
4s nearly double 1n the case of tervace and wetland

a.s The data is valig for the sample rwusehelas only.

3. The estimate 4s based on inforznatiom provided by the
-sgmple householdss The estimate,: however 4s not very
precise as the houscholds cculd not precisely recollect
the productions Moreover,: they expressed the unit in tins
mhscn contaiaed e:.ght to ten kilograms of paddy. -



443 AGRICULTURE AND CROPPING PATTERN 4

Cultivation in tie villages a3 in most parts of the
‘state,; is deminated by the age ola p:act&cea of shtft&ng calti~
wation £rom wbﬂ.eh nearly the entim £ood gra.tns :equ:tmmnt is
mets Permanent mluvation such as wet r:ce cultivaum in the
v‘aney and terraced rice cultivaucn‘ in the slopes is restrice
ted to nagrow valley land and the slopes close i.t (£1g 142 . Ve
Anprec&abl.e developmant. én o:chazd cultivauon has been made -
around Tsusangra valley area,: eme:e orange.t pi.neap;ale and
bananas are produced,l mostof wch enters the marietd The vinage
has gresponded to the establishment of a paw; mixl at '1\111 by
planting bamboos in scm amas wnich am aold to the paper mnl.

The main crops cultivated in the village snclude pa&dy. |
maizo;; Naga dal, Sesamum oted Vegeeables grovn in the village
include ginger, beens, chillies and other local vegetables,
kucuxmal produce nke pinecapple, orange and banana are nots
worthys Jackfruits lemons, guava, in the valleys and pear plum,
and peaches are grown in the hillsd

However, in terms of arcs under @ifferont crops, cultie
vation of paddy dominates all kinds of 1andd In the valley and
the é;erzaaes.'s; the paddy is almost ‘eicclusively cultivated though
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sometimes coupled with vegetables and fﬁuﬁt treese On the
othor hand the jhum 1and is devoted to the cultivation of
varicus types of miliets, maize, pulses and oilseeds apart
£rom paddys However, all these crops are grown in small
quantitics while paddy daminatess

Table 442

Number of livostock .
omad..

Households without 6.2 ° 7 319 ad4
livestock ‘ :

Households with 34,8 oa 9506
ldvestock . .\ »

3 » 2 Livestock . 163 - . 4047 2040 -
2e 8 a : 1343 - 1943 2444
Se10. ® 34 8 244

10 o | s oo 2647

Source 3 Field Worké R

Animsl husbandary is not very well developeds However,
‘cattles are Iéept _ﬁor’ aiding agticultum.r Most families keep pigs’
and poultry 2s Supplementary source of goow The table 4i2
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'highlights that-a large number of households do not own cattle,
whoreas domsstication of pigs and poultry is more commons It

1g secen that only 3448 por cent of the houscholds fewn cattled
A substantial proportion of 6941 per cent households own pigs
and nsarly all houscholds (f.c+ 9346 per cent) own ponlt!y‘
Almost all the houssholds keep 2/3 pige and mumbor of chicken
for their own consumption as well as for commercial purposes.
Houaver, only a few houssholds own a few number of cattle mainly
£for milk, ploughing and boefd |

446 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 3 ~ =~~~ = = = = oo

| | marangkong «» Thoe sample vinage is ene of the lazgest
ané xmst. populated villages in the ﬁokckcmmg d.lstrtct of Nagaland.
This AceWillage has 674 houscholds supporting nearly 6000 peoplea
Because of population pressure the villagers are experiencing
shortage of agricultural lands The pecple are.forced to reduce
shum cycle resulting in £alling yield rate. The dependence on
food grains from cutside is on the increased -

- According to the 198; cen_iaixsg the total population of
the vi.uég.e was 267 (fies 1336 m_élfea_ and ‘1352 females) e However, |
the village record records that thz total popalation in 1991 is
8919, out of which 2903 age 'males ami 3oxs‘am femaleaﬁ The pomvi
lation 4s distributed in several araas ‘known, as Khel (mp!m).
@ivisions are based ¢n variations A-n mograptm The village is
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thup divided into Ximpang, ng

- mdddle and lower Khels). xn a&dition.g the s&udy alsb incluaes
Meranglkeng C:ompmmd and ﬁeramgkong scnool campumﬁ '.nhe popu-
| Iation cmsists of 8 class viz., Conior
xxnsonger clan xs mmﬁcany 60m1nant falmwed by ?aéemr clany

The S@x tat:idi as pér vﬂlége 'recorﬁs SWS an e*’cceas '
‘of females over malés u..e,g 1038 females per 1000 males)s However,
‘ tne sadxple heoussholds have a deﬂcit of females with 908 femsles
pez 1000 males,gg

'S’able 4.3
AGE e QIS’L’RIBUTIGN 01? THE POFULMION

Age growp Wr of petscms percentage

5o¢ | ,30_:_‘

s

Seurce y; Picld Works!
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The age distributicn of the population (table 4i3)
reveals that only 4310 per cent is child population with an
aaolescent population of nearly 23 pex: cente The working 2gd -
group f"fe" 15+58) accounts for about &3 pexr cent of the tosal
| mlation and only 9.64 per cent comes: undler old age populas
t&cn. Ag many as 580 persons dependents @omiauon below 14
years and above 60 years) per 1000 ac.t;ve population (15259) 4

4¢5 DEVELOPMENT INDICES ¥

The village has received e impact of vartous
davelopmantal processes in the last few decadess The impact:
have been pazticulaﬂy felt in terms of literacy,’ urbanization
in the neax:by ﬁstter comzecuvs.ty thrmgh improved transport
and availability of ssveral social amsnzt&es. The village has
as many as five governmant primary .,edz-oofxs.; two Bnglish schools
and 3 high schooly The village has been electrifiedd The state
highway passes through the villages Howevery there is no facility
of waﬁe.r supply and people contime to depend on the traditional
m@oﬂ of collecting water in bamboo containers (plate 98120 )
from tho walls and r,ivers down the valleyd

Teble 444 :aveals that there has been spectaecnlar -
responses to literacy among the sample househoms. The literates
constitute about 90 per cent of the total populations Sex = dispas
gity in overall literacy rate is negligibley; However, only a lttle
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Table 444

Latoracy Jm.éei I Potsl % Male % Femsle %

Papulaticn in the um-schooz 446 4B .s;;iz
1ng aqengroup L

Prinarpssccondasy 8846 8844 882
Secondary « Higher smonﬁary 83 6o 97
HBigher Seconaa:y « Graduate ‘ 2.2 A' 332 1.5
Above graduate o 3§, 145 046

Total population = 830 =
. Source-g FielaWoﬁ;j o

cver i per cent. of the mpnlatd.on has eaucatian above graduation
level. Relauvely Langer proportien of male neerates has educae
tien abwe graduat&cn. Proport&cn of womn ueerates above hiqher

anly 201 per Cent’o

By vs.rt:ue of its ).ocat&on naat the c:lrcle haadquarter
15 & 'i’uligj the viliage has the 4

mpact: ei arbanizations This is
pardcularly significant with mspect to tertiary demands in tha
township .m eerms of vax:ious aer:vieas mked to aﬂministration.

trade aml txm n@ma estabuazmm of the paper i.ndustry
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at Tuli has affected the village both in terms of changes in
the cropping pattemn and new epportunities _of enmployment for
the pecople in: neazby v.tllages."?

446 AGRARIAN STRUCTURE 3§

The system of land temure in the village is by and
large similar with that of the othor Naga tribas, The  customary
lows based on customary usage give protection to private propertys
Land bolongs to the families, ¢lans and village since: time imme-
morial, so that each of them is bamd t:o possess considorable
plct whare shifting cultivation can iﬁé-jytact&sea conveniently
£rom cne place to another in rotations The families and the clans
therefore, when they were sst.tled. td.ed to acquire as mach 3and
holding as possibla.

1f, however, a great g rtion of J.ana remains unused,
the legitimate jeint holders may agme to leass a portion of ity
but in all the cases, land cannot be d&spo:aed of pemanenuy.

fInheritance to landed proparey wvas so dovised that the

land remains under perpetual ocwnership of the family or

a lineage group even though it hds to be divided amongst
the successorse The size of the land holding is 3 deoisive

| 4. Xn sem2 casesy the village eldsrs anow tho inaivi&xals to |
cultivate the village land individually and proprietory
rights were excrcised by the familiesy The village council

or co=-ordinating authority looks into the locaticn of shife
ting cultivation and alljed mattets.



gactor in jhuming cultivation as families have to
move f£rom place to place aftexr a plot of land has
been affected by the jhum cycle. Land products such
as bamboo, timbetr, stcne and mineral products are
considered to be the most important items of wealth.

. ‘Begause 80 mich valuo is attached to the soils it has
been found somstimes difficult on the part of the
.administration o work out land acquisition schemes
whatever compensation offered,! bacause people know

~ that cash wvalue is rather ephemxalﬁs

Thore is a sort of a corporate landed property of the
vulage (v.tllage land)st and the vs.uage authority claim owne:'-_
shipe It i3 owned by the villagexs jointly and is used for any
common purpose of e vinage. Timber or bamboo extracted from' |
it at given times is ased for constmctd.on or :enWauon of
vinage bandmga such as’ 10g~d:ums gate and many others.

For genetations the plot oﬁ land hel& by the successors
4s put to a jo&nt ant&vacion among the sons of the house and the.
produce is shaxea 'mem are ﬁneestzal lands whieh belong joint.ly
ee a clané The land temained in the possess&on of a clan or 1ts
tecognised group vwhich remained undividee for many generat&ons.

A plot of such land may be aess.gned for & teu-@orazy period to any
landless member OF the clan. who,' as mch is entitled to cultivate,
graze and collect tﬂmber and make out other maans of subsistence
within a spocified time Mmi,t., Bue. he miﬁ have to vacat. it aftar;

Sy Barchy, Spe

4t o Py 360¢



such the limit thus decided over or after such member has found
out other means of Sl.lbsisteQQQO

any individual member of the ¢lan who is entitled
%o got a share of clan=1ands may be deprived of the wight in

certain cases, According to Tajenyub -}Acci sgemetimes when a

member of a clan was unable to pay uy J.iugauon debts to the
aggrieved party, landed property of. tﬁe clan was confiscated
in lieu of payment, I£ the debtor £

12d to make compensation
to his clan for the value of the conf Scated PrOperty of to recos
ver that proparty, the dedbtor was expeue& from the remaining

property of his clan? °

Ao system is essentially demcrauc in principle But
€hings have changed very fast so tbatﬁ.n many cases the lan_d”
specifically held by an individusl might not be discornable
grom that held by the clany Village cconomy 18 intimately linked

with lfanﬂq Mixed c¢ropping i4s an impa:tant; gactox in the vtnaga
agr&ozlm:e econcmyd | '

6. Tajanynba Ao.; (1980) he *.
a 3 ’ o e
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Pable 448

PATTERN OF LAND « CWNERSHIP

1and holding (dn acres) own % Operate %

8 549 23 17

o o 8 - 387
12 o o 9 857
25 | 18 133 26 3942
510 | a7 20 43 319
3030 | 0 2956 21 156
20 + 2 34 8 549

Total household = 333 100,00 133 100.00

040

<%

Scurce 3 Pield Work,!

In the village selccted for studys the aistzibution
of land among the households shows fnequity of a very high order.
The table 445 indicates that there arc ag many as 8 houscholds

who axe cémplétely‘ landisss censtituting 5.9 per cent of alil

aanm»e households: Landlessness in a tribal organisation is not
easy to cenceptudlissy Howevers: on enquiry it was vpointea out
that the malas &n theae households do not belmg to the villagg

7 %e male momber of 1 theso ncuseho:.ds are from other vs,nages'
who have married to the women f£rom the semme villages
~ Since women are not suppossd to inherit property from their

parents; these couples are thezefox:e left wiehone any- cul-
tivable land.



Novertholess, the inequity in ownership pattem is clear from
the f£act that about 13,3 per cent houscholds own maagse hofidings
which vary £rom 2 ¢t0 5 acress A. £ifth of the sample houscholds
own S o 3.0 ac:es «mﬂa nearxy 30 per cent of the eamle hause-
holds holdings ganging betwesen 10 and 20 actcas. Anothay sizeable
Segment of over 31 per cent houscholds owns. vory large size of
holdings of over 20 acress

The inequity in distribution of land among households
is significant as the agricultural practices continue to be domi=
nated by jhum mthoés.i In this practsce. mors areas are neaeded,
50 that part of the land owned can be left fallow after cultivee
ting 4t for a year oF t1os isoqs;emzaa‘_;;m:‘ng sm2ll holdings €4ind
it difficult to procure encugh food £tcm the meagre land they owne
on the other haind.::‘ nouseholds navmg greater access to land are in
a position to miexvaﬁe only 8 small part of the land and leave
the maining unﬁex fauw o :egmeram for jw The p:oblem
m c:oupounded as maivadual mersb&p of land may be of ﬁiiferent
quanty. Soms households with small holdings and oily in jmm
areas have gteaeer difﬁculty in J.ané-based pxoduction. Others
with 1a:ge holdings distriduted s.n jhum areas and vaney fim’i it
caster to ueet thei¥ food mqummnt. In any case, producb:lon g
ﬁmm land s 1.6._;_}_.~ .lyi Jn.snﬁﬁiciant ﬁroma very s;gnﬁ.ﬁicant. segment
of the mu&at;wn forcing them to depend on nm-wagtarian Sector B
to maet the basie zequuexmes.’*mffemntialacceas to lang s
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has sericus reflection on their changing wozi pattemse

The pattern of ope‘tati.cnéi holdings tco provide
significant clues rega.:ﬂing the‘.socia_;l &ﬁfe:ent&auonﬁ A
significant 17:04 per cent houscholds do not operate any land.’
This shows that;. 8 segment of the village population is moving
away from agric\xlmre to accept works in the non=agrarian
sectozg It 48 clear fmn the table mat very fow of those
hcusahblas 3,

\ing very largs holﬂj.ngs (abcve 10 acres) axe
actually operating them;z‘ 3¢ 4s latgely éue to a leasing out
oﬁ their land to mose wfho have inaﬂequahe holdings, only
-] pex‘ cent households ope:ate ovez 20 aexra holdmgs, About
13, 55 per cem: mxe ha;sehol&s operate 1and which range
batwaen.. w-ao aoma".\ The' operat&onal holdiag ranges bemen
2 ang 10 acres ﬁor the 131:9@ majority of households.g

| ‘S:he dispaxsty :ln wnarsm.“p 95 1ana and operat.tonal
holding t:eflects tn. changes m the ecmomy -of the vinagm
Pirstly; it indﬂ.cat:es a shiﬁ; £xom: agrarianr ﬁo nun«agmian
sector by a segment of the mm;atiom Seconcny &t indicates

increasing social &ffematiauon withm tha society on-aceount
of d&ffemual aceass @o lanﬁﬁ“ “ ‘ '
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47 WORK = CYCIE 3

Before analysing work=participation ameng varicus
sections in the sample village, it msy beworﬂmhne to
t;tiéﬁly descride a highly geneta,lmed pattern, of work as a
mmwmmomwmmmqmwmmzmm
traditims.

4 . 3%t 1s nsedless to emyhacizeﬁxat agriculture const&-
tutes the most important activity. for t.be raral paoples ﬁowever.
the topographdcal and the agro-o!.imauc conditions hava forced
the rural pecple to evolve d&ffer@nt types of agrxculmre Gepens:
ding upon the local variation in ﬁjj"}zaphy. Works asséciated
with different types of agrimlmre ébsozb the people thmg?mé ;'
the year with varying gntensityd -

Thewozkhﬂwjhmamasbagminm@mnmoﬁ '
Decenber wlth the faus,ng of txeea ana allawing them to dzy.

’z‘his parioa ccincmes mm the ha:veaung of :ice i.a the tersace '
and vaney lami. |

‘ a'anuaty is relauvely f:.ee fzcm agricultural work
during which man engage 1n conecdon activity,z ‘hanting,, £ishing
and gathering while mnpay gmax;a: attention to weavian;
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knitting apart f£rom collection of firewood frem the forests
Lumbering is enlafrginé as a m8jor wagescearning activity after
the establishment of the paper nill, 88w mills and plywood
factory at Tulie Howeveg, only males engege themse}ves in this
wagesearning aetivity of lumbering during December to mide
Februagy period which is usually devom of any major agricules
taral woxrke '

Work in the jhumeland wheore 3 second crop 48 grown
agter tha:first year harvesty b;agin.s in February with the proe
paraticn of the soil and saw1ng¢ This is inmdﬁ.aeely followed

by burning in the first yoar jimm-iff_', _‘;\Epmparaucn of the

804l in thess f;eld%,_ If the firsb-year jhum land is devoted
to vegetable p'z"dducﬁj iy the work begins xmediately. particularly
by women;: while ;wn engage memselvwes in making huts in the

£ields and cmarmg m‘ap@roaczh z'oaﬂ ﬂxrough coneetive COm

By midd].e of t&avch uu mﬁ.& Apmlg the major '
'agrzcultuxal operation involves sowing m the £irst year mmm
landy ﬁearly an housamlds eagaga themselves .tn ctmsmctian
of the:lr hcuseau chang&ng the thaﬁches in
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mvolva.ng co:mmmity pamcapati.on. snch as repa&rmg roads,’
,bxi&ges atc. are also performad m thie period wh:lch As mlatively
fxee Emm the point of vs.ew of agtataan pmoccupa&en.

-Ezgll;mg og) t.ree@ in ﬁmm land mant for 3.31: ysar mlt:&vation

e - :

-Conectmn‘of £1tawood (Plate - 8) ana xaw materials for artisan
producticon;
-Jage eaming 3.:: fezestxy
~-ﬂamst zn tne: vaney lan&,

3
o
Jnad .

-conecuon o£ £ircwoed and omer forast pxodncts (Plata - 1)
=Forest = based wage eaming. hunting and €4shing (Plats « 16)

f;arlv'l_ ‘?ebmw' > Vo -
wSowing (Plate & 6) .tn the 2na year: 3Imm lana,
-Fomst. - based wage earming, :

=AFtfsan woxks lmate - 15),

, ,_- i rebru

<Bumin, oﬁ ferest 1n 1st yeat jlmm land (Plate = 3 and 4) and
making hits -4n these fs.elds
«Preparation of the son and- cleamng of the f:lems and

-cleating of approach mad €0 the ﬁeld by collecuve cmperative
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~Sowing in the 1ist year jhum land (Plate - 6)

«Construction and repairing of houses in the village by the
individuals as well as collective censtructive coeoperative
workers (Plate - 324 33 and 14) '

-slcughmg in thgevaney land. ,

-ﬁee:nng ha 1st. yoar jlmm land (lst mmd)ﬁ
«Seedling pmpazat&oa for wet-lanﬂ.

-meﬂmg m the mt year and 2nd yaar jimm lands (2nd rcund)
-Tmsplantmg in wet land and eezracea £icldsd

[rememona® festtval (within 1 = 6th August)
-Ha:ves ng in and yeag jm 1&3&3‘}
' <Weéling in the valley landd

1St - Earl

«Collection of rice by vnlage administ:at&on/aumority £0llowed
» post harvest festivals;

-rtansmreanen and storing of rice.p
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.-aepanmg padd st:ore nousa (bamm) and
iring ©f 1§d$.vidual houses . (Pzate . 34) at the vnlage
by the iadividual as v mll as collective eﬁfcrts» ‘

v.wr- s Mid Nww_.zs

-conﬁctzcn ‘of Bamboo shoots for dmest&c use
=Clearing of jhum land (Plate - §) .
‘-cxear.ing of appmach road to v&uage by conects.ve participae

ssalecttonBE: — ma goar lan&.%
wfunting “and ‘§ishing - s
-Hamsting m the vaxley land (wmee and wat land)

L Axrtﬁ.san ma&vtty ceatimea m a&l the seasons t:xmghoue
" {the cycele end both men sndmnaxeengageﬁmmacccn-
eung t;o thezr owm Suftabilityed:

‘@ gollactive cooporative vork in tha £ield dnclude works
1ike weeding; zeaping, ‘felling tress 4n fhum land eted
. 45 done in onets £ield at any time Of the yoar when one of
the family momders or any ens ‘at the village aexpizres or
mﬁfexxa foxr a Icmg ume

- :n March/April tho spread of fire $8 very intense thitatoe
ning the.village t0 be Dumt.'l\n the villagers spend about
6. days in a year in rotation (5/6 persons per day) to watch
. the village, to control those who make firc, going hause ¢to

hmsemfommgmtwcookandinanycasemttomake fire
aaycsm.*’?
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gable 447
YEARLY CYCLE ( WOWEN )

-Pattictpate 1n ﬁeuzng oﬁ the ueaa (pzaw - 3) fn jhum lsnd
 for And 1st year cultivationd

‘ePreparation and collection €or chﬂsmas and new yeary
oaaxvesﬁng in the: vaney land.» . . L

‘=ArtiSan sctivity i (Plate = 13) nd marketing.

of a'aeés (Plaee - 6)& paanung of vegembles in the'

19* yoar jhmam landst :
~Preparation of soil and clea the zaem for sowing in

zat year cult&vatxnn.

Nt

‘ -yteedmgtnmelst azjtmmland nstrounaanﬂz:zamund)
and and year fhum land {Ind round)s.

-Transplant:.ng in wet land and terraced flleds. ‘
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,-Collection of ﬁagetables and guslwooge
=H2lping men in cmstmeuﬁen and . zepair of heuses‘»

<Clearing of Jhum land ‘
qh. t&me fcr the eollacum of bamboo shoots.

«Clesi ‘-g OF: m mr jlmm land £or the. aud max cultivauon
«3athoring, collection of £ruits and forest products,
-nawasﬁag in the valley land (Pezrace and wet land)

# Artisan acuvity mozves mﬁ: 1n an gcasons ehmghmt
the yeasd , _
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From mid « April onwards, demands of labour in
agricultural operatiens continue to rise with weeding of
the second year jmum land and ploughing in the valley and
terrace lands By early Juns the crops in the first year
jhumi land too need a roudl of weedinge Seedebeds and seedlings
are also prepared for the valley land during this time.
Approximately & month « between mid « June to mid = July
requires intensive weeding 4n the jhum 1land and transplantes
tion of peddy in the wet lands Tho intensity of agricultural
work reaches its peak in this periods

The harvesting ssason starts towards tha end of July
and continues till December as paddy crops grown in different
types of land :1pen at different times,y The paddy grown in the
second year jhum land is vharvesﬁed in the beginning of August
to cojneide with the major festival locally known as *Tsungreme
mongle: Howevery, crops zn the valley land by this time need
weedmg vhich is combined mth haxvesting | of the 2nd year

As soon as weeding in the valley land is completed,
the paddy grown in the 1st yoar jhum lend is ready to be hare
vestsd by mid 4 Agglist o Sarly SeptombersyBy this timey the
hute in the £iclde woneed ‘3931"3 The appmas:h roads to the
jhn 2andg dre also cleamd by mn before hagvesting actually
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after the ©20 harvests,demands of. work in agri-
culture £alls sharply to allow the commnity to engage
ﬂ'zépselves» in post « harvest festivals. Howsver, minor works
euch as. transpottd.ng harvested rice cleaning, ‘storing it in
the granary is performed by both the sexess

. until late November and early December when the
harvesting opsration in valley land begins, the working
members £4nd encugh time to engsge themselves in &: variety
-of nonwagricultural and supplementary works such as ropairing
of their houses and the granary, collsction of different forast
. t&c use, cleaning of tho -
village road, selection of the next yea: 4hum Yand, hunting

produce for domestic and non=d

and fishing and occasional wage earning activity otcd Women
memdbers. g’ha greater attention to artisan activity, collection
of vegotables,; fuelwood etecs - N | S : L
- The yearl.y cycle shows & complex pattem of wogk
most.ly coming £rom agrimlmre. The period of relative ageie
cultural inactivity allows the peop.lef_.;n the village to undepe
taks many other works which need commnity participation;! coe
operation of relatives in getting mich of the requirements
£alfilled without having to depend om wage labour and the
interference of the markets The Suh’é;i"jsuence- nature of production
and tribal social organizat&m makes the pattem of works & ree
£lection of close ‘tn;é:zfact.;o@ between society and ecol ogy,i
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wWhile ecological factors determine the quantum and
geasonality of works the emerging sSocial differentiation
within the tribal society is also playing a vital role in
differentiat&ng the responses of &ﬁferent segments to partie
cular ?d.nds of worke This is im itably Eringing the concept
of eaggregatmn&n a fow occupat:iens. Undmbtedly. gone sort
of wﬁ«a&fﬁermuauon in an trﬁ.bal societies ‘ts based on
age and Sex
these d&ffe#ent.taf:&on based not: mly on age and seaxty but also

m m&s section an attenmt is made to analyse

accoxﬁing to aociai d&ﬁfevanuaeien based on 1ana mmership.
481 age conpoattion of the mxkfome

} In tzhe vinaga ag a whole & 1ittle over threes fourths
of the pemlat:&on 1;: t.he samplg householas reported as full
time wo:kera. *rhe proportion of ma}e we:keré was only marginale
1y higher than that of the females, m mﬁc-;participation rate

©Of the £omr 13 7%9 pe: cent: ae ccmpamd to 72.9 per cent of
the latter,, I ‘

sstructurs of the working pepulation (table
,8) sma that abmt. 5,5 psr cent of an the working membors
consists of childreny. o age of 145 The malev-femae
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Table 448

chta

Adnlt

COMPOSITION OF THE WORKEING FORCE

- 018

gﬁ;@

.

15 = 59

0%

Cultivator

S
Hasbandry

Gathoring
Adﬂusan
Activity

Prade/
Busineas

Govts
services

Hale

Female

'?eﬁéle

16: - 19

oy  a2dd

4 - S
(849) %is&&t

21 18
(46457)  (40)

. 1
t6d9)  (2s2)

'remaie' "Male

642y

20% 180

(3143) m.’s)

306. 350
(33£3x

e

17 T -
!336’ '

197 196
(30/6) (3044)

59 . 84 .
o) (130)

24 13 .

B (2i0)

39 2%
(343)

‘Hale

45 22
(26.5) (21.6)

T
.. §22J8) (26J5)

e .t

4 . 26
(259) (2545)

'36 . 28 .

(21.2) (22/94)

3.1
(1.8) (toiee)

4 . 1 .

€248) (oi98)

seurce 3 Field Work.

45 45

{5¢2) (5&7)

644

643
@74%9:' (8143)

- xva 102 ,
(39;8) (12.9)
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composition of this category is mughly equald About one

sixth of the working force consists of old age=group, 1.S.
above G0 years of aged The proportion of male old age

wogrkters is relatively higher than that of the females, About
78 por cent of all workers are adultss i,8., 4n the age group
of 15 to 59 In absolute gamber, equal mumber of adult msles
and females are workerss However, proportionately females are
more active ( fses, 843 per cent ) than their men counterparts

( 4.5, 7449 per cent )o

In terms of various caﬁéiz,@ﬂes of worke the adult
and all working population is :epresanbed m all the types of
- works The chﬂ&-workem are :epresented enly in cultivation,’
animal husbandgy, gathering. and traéing activitles. The aged
‘ Awo:ke:e do not engage 4n rmnt.tng act&vity.

The ehna workors a.r-:a; mstly concentrated in gathering
‘activities and agricultural mm.ccmpaxea to male: chilse
workers the female chudren are aaen more buspgy in tasks
' asswiated with animal husbai

nax

and cultivation of various
cropse

The disttibuticn os.\aduzift workers is moxe diverse,
though their proportion is small in activities such as hunging,!
trade in business and gcv,emmeht servicesé Moxe adult females
- are found in 3nimal msbandry and artisan activity compared
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to that of the meny They are fewer in government services.
and are absent in hunting operationse In the remaining, the .
proportion of men and ‘women workers is roughly equals

| Bxcepting govamment Services and. trade, the olée
age workers are almost unifommly, represented in varicus catego-
ries of works The preporticnate representation of males and

4.’?8.2‘. sccial D&fﬁer‘entiauéu and ﬁbﬁ;gp.a:tlcipatzon rates:

1t is ev:mem from the. table 459 and £:I.g. 443 that
the percentage of workers varies g:eat).y across varicus '
oPeratima). hold:l.nq size-classes, The rate of part&dpaticn has
its-geak in households with small rmxdingeé_,gz between 2-5
| acres. From ﬁh.is siza-class. the woﬁ:-particzpatm rate £alls
with either a rise or a decune in thé hp,l,aing-,gs;ze. o Itds sioni-
- ficant that the participation raté- is the lowest amcng households
with axu'emly large holdings (1.6.; above 20 acres), The female
patucipaticn tat;e too s the lowest (

.fegjg-;, only 48,1 per cent)
in this class, This £inding 4s cloar evidénce of the effect of
soeiaz dﬁfe:entiation and the stabus cffect of the Ienge land
holdlng l'wnsehclds!5



Table 449
MERANGKONG s WORK PARTICIPATION RATESe

Bioud -

Oparational holding *Total Male Pemale **charo Sex

(in acres) . of gatio
workers

’h.—m — — e 33:“6 ’

(n= 7 Below & . 7647 75.0 7758 6049 1500
(o= 21y 1 -2 | 8282 60J0 65J0  46.s 800
e 2.5 824 89,2 W6 375 753
(a=2n 5-10 7046 o 7255  sols  es2
(n = 9) 10 = 20 76 7652 7841 5050 968

=5 Above 20 589 o 48 395 931

fotal » 135 7586 1758 20 462 912
n *= number of houscholdas! |

$ Porcentags of workers to the t'-otax populstion

#® Percentage of woman workers to total workers.

Sourca g Pield Works
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Intorestingly the women are more active in’ work-

in household having extremely small holdings (1.6. lass -than
. 2" acres) of relatively large holdings *(3_;,3; bBotween: 5420 acres).
However, An temms of their share in the total workeforce they
hold a dcm:xanﬁ proportion only in houscholds with less than
1 jere ‘of operational holding. ‘rhe eexo-compesitim i3 nearly -
’equal in xelat;ively la:geaholdar mnes (¢4 __,___._ 520 acres)d

A lower pmportion of aomn in tha t:otal vorkforce in the 2=5
acres lgndesize class may 1a:gely be dus to a lower sex gratio in
this stratay similarly in the caﬁegoxy of 1ess than one acre
ope:atimal holding the pteaominmce of women woﬁ:ers may be
dug to a lugher sex ratic (._ﬂ-- 1509 females per loaOmazes)
in this akass. But me withﬂtawal of a lax;ge .;egment o£ women

Erom woz:k in the two classes of oyeratimal hﬁldmg ﬁze non—
“cperat:éts and the exttemly la:ge hcldings of sbove 20 acres =
is too evtdent as the sex«»ratiq* in these two claases not
unfavmrable te womeny; This seems more &b to status effect?

84 Tho nonwoperators are largely those who aze land-ownezsi
Mt have smfwé to gen-agramun cccupationsét ’
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Table 4410

MERANGKONG s WORK PARTICIPATION IN DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES

Operational *©  Cultivation Animal Husbandry | Hunting
‘(4n acres)  Total Male Femile Total Male - Female Total Male Female -

~ (n=23) s - S U .
. Noneoperators ' e e e 31415 28,89 33,33 0,55 1,11 -

(ne7) BElow 1 42459 39413 45.16 7ol 4435 9468  1.85 4435 e

(we21) 1e2 29076 3077 2889 20424 1705 22,22 & & c&
(nm43) 205 3333 36467 2867 dei9e 131 2183 167 2086 -
(ne27) Se10 3339 33,99 32.75 ded3 164  Zode2. 1553 2508 &
0=9) 10-20 31482 33433 3038 2273 48.84 2689 d e
@e5) Rbove  Sidls 3046l 31.82 C21d51 1837 25 é & -
Total ne135 29439 30477 27090 20412 17425 23/23  1.03 1l.98 =

‘n = pumber of households.
Source s Field Work



Table 4010 (Contimia)

MERANGKONG $ WORK PARTICIPATION IN DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES

ope:aticnal Gatheting Arusan | Foxmal Services | dee/hus:lness |
?i’ﬁgies; Total Male Female Tctal Male z»‘emale Total Male Female Total Ma.le Female
(n=23) N o o | ,
Non=operators 13.88 31411 36,56 11448  8.89 13.98 10.93 15.56 6445 ‘12.'*’-02,_ 14,44 9.68
(nw’i) Below- 1.46.%’74;. ‘:3’9;-513\41.94 1.85 A“45‘13~5 - - - @ 556 869 3.23
(no81) 102 33433 38406 28,89 10.71 1026 11,11 3,57 = 667 238 2.56 2422
= (naés) 205 20,17 30.48 27,33 13.61 1143 1667 417 2.86 6. 141 190
- (nszv) 5e30 2015 28476 29459 13,39 11,44 ‘15,.-?49 3039 5.56 106 0.35 0.98 070
(nsg) 10-20‘ 130,07 31521 38497 12.94 14.18 11,72 1,75 243 18 0Je 1Ji2 069
(nsS) lzgcrve, 2903 20,57 29455 8,60 "6 12 31336 3423 6412 e 6485 10420 2.27
Total n=135 30.43 30454 30,30 12436 1107 13J76 4 5,00 2J90 2467 3.8 189

n = nunbexr of households

Source 3 Ficld Workd



49 DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS 1N TYPES OF WORK . ¢

'rable 430 shows that a very high ptcporuon
.;oi the wozktng force is engaged in agmulwra}. wom. This
is true of all classes of operaticnal holding except oi Ty -
course the non-@eramrs. a.griculmre in the village 13 a
.sszss.stence nature and entirely based en hxman labour aide&
by negligible use of animal or mechanical powez. Nearly au
the. culuvators are owner mlt&vawm. Ths concentratten oﬁ
wermts :ln agrtculmral wox‘k 4s the highest 1n hmseholds with
e,xtteml? small holdings,] é_&i over-42 per cents The propore
tion of cultivators aecn;nes wiﬂi i'ncxeésing accoss to land, .
but the rate of dscline is anly msrginal. Womeng are more
active in agriculturalwork in nousenoms with extremely sman
244t below 3 gcre) and in householns which have veny
large’ holdings (&;9_9 above 20 acras). But in ethez landegize
classes male cultivators are pxoportionately relatively more

Works associated with animal husbandgy demands
accoants for about a £4fth of all workers responsible in ond
vay Or other. The non=cperator él&ss.;_f however, has a sizeable
proportion of ths workforce which locks after enimal hushbandrys
Livestock care doss not seem an important area of work in housee.

holds with extremely small holdingsy Care for domestic animals
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Sscems to increase with increasing access to lands Much more
than men, women from all cliasses, Yook gfter the domestic
animals.! '

Hunting as an economic activity has lost its impore
tance with agrarian eccnomy and dwindling £auna in the region.
Only a few adult males occasionally go £or hunting. It ie
significanct that honscholds with very large holdings do not

‘have a single male member who reported hunting as an sctivity.

A very large proportion ofwozw,ng .mmbaga £rom both
sexes recorded collection and. gathering as an important activity.
' Dependence on this activity seems mom prominent ;n houssholds
with relatively smaller holdingsy ‘I‘hts 15 obvious as the inadee
ansge holding forces more members from this class to depend on
forest as a supplementary m:ce of 1iving. The male-female
division in this activity is: less clear.
- . Both males and females are eng_gged"iln,léttisan produce
‘tion of a variety of productse iﬁﬁz;s 1-&an8&§;’ however, that
" households with very l.sman mldmhm fewmembers engaged
 in this tasks The proportion ingageain artisan production is
also small in households with very large (20 acres and more)
holdings: Females are not found to ke eﬁgagea}in artisan pro=
duction in hbusehews{ with very small ‘hbiéiinga{é;zﬁémale.s are more
active in artisan production in most other land=size classes.
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A mlatively large pmpor&ion of the mﬁo-force from
the non<operator cabagory is found employed m the foxmal
services or trade and business. Near!.y 11 per cent of the wtal
work-force among the non-opetators of land is abso:‘bed m these
two activities respectivelys It seems nke).y that a sactton of
the population is quick’ 1n responding to growing oppommues
available in formal services and trade and business sectore
That this section 1is largely dronm £rom the rich landdholaets: )
is evident from the distribution of wozkforce in’ nonoagrarian
sector of the economyy The workforce from largeeland holders
4s losing ‘anteresty' in} land and is 1eas.ing it out in favour of
works in the nom=traditional sectors

The pmportion of wo:’a‘ce:s 1n these two sectors in
other Jlandesize classe$ is mazginah An 1mportant feature
of workforce engageﬁ in these twpv_ .segtsoxje raefers to a small
proportion of wemen working in formal services or trade and
comercey introducing elements of ‘sexsseggregaticn unlike in
the traditicnal sectors of the village ecenomyd

sae ce@mma STATEMENT :,

The f:'ongoing analyss.s shows that the $ragile ecological
base of the v.ulage k@eps a vast segmsnt of the men and women

eonstantly absoxhed m workg It 15 signiﬁcant that little
aifference in t.he pa rticd '




females at the aggregate levale Age does mot seem to be an
important factor in differential participation rate.

However, important olements of social differentdation
have emerged in the tribal village as a result of differential
access to land. Large-scale leasing=cut of land by households
- oufidng big holdings indiecate the segn_seni:s entry into modorn

sector. This shift from traditicnal subsistence agriculture

. to employment in modern sectors c.ﬁ." the formal services and
increasing participation in trade and commerce is agfected only
an extremely small ssction of the population fhe process s
lixely to accelerats the pmcesﬁé{;@ﬁ':fexismg so&al cixff_erenua-;
tiori based on unequal access to Ianﬂ.

| There are s&gniﬁcant aigfgmceé in work participee
tion rates by differentisl access to landd Large holdings seems
to be’'associated with a lower overall participation rate.

(1) ancther significang €oature is a higher participation of
women in work in all landesize classes compared to the men
except among the thOPBSaUORﬁ{"Qf land and houscholds with
very large holdingse A 10wer "fgmle participation in housew:
holds with very large holdiné:s is particularly conspicucus

- and is indicative of a nen=tribal pattem vherein the status
effect Pesults in exclusion of women from cutdoor economic

. worke |



(2) Sex « seggregation is clear in most of the 'wox&_s in the - -
‘ ﬁtadiuunal sector thcugh the females are mr:é} active in
animal husbandry and artisan activigysé while both male and -
‘women are in equal proportion in cultivaticn and gathering
activities. But activities connected with formal serdices and
_ trade and Business are works mofe with men than womend

It is significant that the segment which has. moved

. away - from land=based production is largely repméented in -£éxﬁa1
services and trade and business generally dominated by the men

. while women remain active in most.of the traditional, subsistence
sector of the economys 1.2sp animal husbandry,' gathering and
artiisan activitices indicating growing inequity between the sexes.
Houssholds with extremsly small holdings prosent a different
Picture. ?r'hare is a greater equality between sexsSs in their par-
ticipation in diverse catsgories of work though the major concenw
tration takes place in cultivation and gatheringd-
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CHANGING VILLAGE ECONOMY AND ITS EFPECTS
P " N WORK AND EMPLOVMENT

In this chapter an attempt 45 made to study the
changes in the pattems of work brought about by modemizing
‘anfiue#ees tha vn‘:_lag'é 4s receiving =nd the implication therein,
It is needless to enphasise that thc’ vﬂlage's in Nagaland 4n
genarak and the study area :l.n patticular are slowly but surely
getting integrated to the. nats.onal ecmmuy through a variety of
modemizing m&.luences ‘such- as spread ef literscy,! modern means
of transport and conmm;cation. hsalth and administrauom
mcmaasing m&w&s of’ g)axs:et mto subsiseence vnlage sconomy,’
epxead of consxmer &urahles and ort;her i.tems of daily necessities
et:c. All these forces are gtaﬁuany transfonning the village '
econmny which S.s shedding sm. oi Ats trad;ta.onal moula.
Howeva:m these ehaages a:a not spatz:lany ‘and socially uniforme.
Whne some ateas. tahing advanuage of their location are receivin

tmse s.nfluences moxe mtenselzg.many other amas. in more diffie
cult and hostne envimment contmue to remain in ths ghadow,
morecven. not azl ms:mbets ar:e a@xany tespondirxg to modornizing
1n£1uences tlnxs intmducmg elements o£ disparity of new kinds
into the tr.i.bal socs.al ordsro*i
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Ag far as pattemn of the works is concerned, the
changes and médemnisation ingluences are £41t most in two
sphores of activitys (8) the’ govemnment sergices and (31) the
private enterprisess It may be noted that the bulk of salaried
eployy

0t is provided by the governmertt of Nagalands The gg

vate en’be “~-”r3.ses} group is bmadly divided into (1) business,
mpplie:s and contractorsy (41) commemial mmhandisa (ﬂotels.
- shops etce) (44

) pmfeaszonals £Doct:ors. Lawyors ew.) (iv)
skilled and sem&-sknlea workers. ﬁga:age mechanies. carpenters.
stone maseas. taners., daily wage labmrers ew.) It may be nohad
that the oppe:mn:&ties in the traditional sector is shrinking
dus t'.o the demographic pressure fozcing the people to Search

for fzesh epgommiues A shift te ncnwagra:ian sector of the ’
economy - :Ls visibmé But the sh:tf:‘t 15 mostly taking plac:e to the
tortiary occupations which the am&e;n influences scem to offer.

- xh this ehaptexfa;’ the pae;bems e‘f woxrk cppnrum&ty in
the modern ssetor is anaiyseé in ordér to get an insight :lnto
the role of Social implications of the pattern of ‘wotk‘ and

*employment?
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5.2 IMPACT OF MODERN mms R

/

Merangkong is located on the Nagaland State Highway
NOe 24 formerly known as ‘i»zckokchnng = Amguri roads. Being cone
veniently placed on the highwayy the village is subject to
many elemnts of change. particularly the extemal: s.nﬁhzences,
_of'g;e_ma:ket economy as it is accessible to the plains of
Brahmsputra valleyy -

The vs.llaga 1s 1arge and.- nucleaheﬂ cemmon 2o most -
akeas of Nagalands Agricultural practices are txaditional
subsistence orientady

| Recent establishment of a Pa@er mn at Tult t.ownship ‘
and oﬁher anciuary activiues has now greatly mfh;enced the
ttaaitional way of life of the vula.gegs as well as opened up
new oppcrtuniues of empz.oyment@, 'me vnlage ts sitaated enly
14 lem. away from Tuli tmmq 'mli mwn is the circle headquarter
of Tuli c&rcle;; The village is wen eonnected from the poinc of
v:lew of t:ansport and cormmmicat&cm, 'rhere are also othar types -
of interventions by a benevolent state in £oxm of rural cmployse.
ment and self employmnt programmesy pmviding, a variety of
1a1 amenities and in generaz becoming cataly:ic in ushering

in form of the maﬁzet to which the village ufe 4is now seized
Wlth.i o ‘
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Baucation naturally appeared to have widemed the
mental horizon and 'cagaci-ty of the v!.ilagfexts‘.? ‘Ag recorded
earlier, literacy level is high in this villages Being located
near the township there is always a possibility of integrating
modern educations At presento tnexe 45 onc Migher Seccondary
{Central) School. cne Donbosco Scnoolo two English Schools and
many local govermment and private schools in Tuld which is not
very f£ar from the vinagm There are one high school, ¢two Stane

' dard English

|

wa up-gradea Schools and a number of L.Po
Schools within the vnlaga : x,esaxg.j

’ .. The vinagete are respmding to growing' trade -and busia
- ness. activity due to pmimaty o£ the vinage to the townsmp.
Moz vegetab}.es ar® grown and @ | aiseds laid on hozticule
tn:al davelcpﬂnnnt in and amnnd tm vulage. a few vnlagars
‘sell thedr products at the. neazest weekly (vednesday) mazketJ

fhe earue: suhsistence- basss 13 slowly txansfommg with
m:eased mneytizat.&on oE the mral ecenomy. Fo:esb-haee&

wage eams.ng by a segment of people is accelerating the mﬁlow
o£ money to the vs.nage economy«.

cxean-cnt dtifereuces based wealth are now emarging
in the vnlage on acmnﬂnot only 1anasownership but also &us
.to several other factors such as steaay ‘transformation in quane
tity and guality of landy: éepe_nﬁe_n:a, on orchards, and introw
duction of cash cropss va;;m’ ways to @iversify ways of
eaming money and incx:easing participation in the larger market
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" ceonomy by people, are a rosult,of direct impact of mecro
cconomie processes on traditicnal subsistence cconomyd

S¢3 NON & TRADITIONAL SECTOR § EMPLOYMENT PATTERNS). §

The formal integration of Nagaland with Indian Union
meant large tnfiow of Vconeessions for economic and social deve=
lopment of th:e socs,aty, It £1nds descuptaon as the concret:l.-
zing ogdmcass of ecmcmic aevaloment of the maga soca.ety at’
large{sample village in pa:t.iculam The non-tradauonal ssctors
can be divided into ﬁomal serifices and t:ade and business.

3% i3 evident from Tabie Syl ‘that nearly 70 per cze.iﬂ;
of all euéloyed in the ‘nonétfadftiénai 's”e'cfﬁgt of‘ the economy
consists of meng Pxedminance oﬁ ma&a mmrs is found in almost
all categories of n

stribal sector except toaching in the pri=
mary schoolsy o o ’ -

=agyarian sector consise

Outof all amloymnc 1n the 1
ting teaching», trade and busipessi meddeine and government sere
vices,; the employmnt; 1n tzade and busiuess accounts fox a very

2y balf of the woriers employed
in this acttvity is dzaum fm the non-eperaeo:; ¢ategoxyy



Table 5.1

PERSONS EMPLOYED 1IN THE NON-TRADITIONAL SITTCR BY LAND=SIZE CLASSES

Operational Standard English |
Holding High School School and P. School Trade/ i State Govt
(in acres) teacher teacher Business Medecine - - > °
services _
Total Male Female Total Male Femzle Total Male Female Total .Male Fem2le Total Male Female potal Male iz}émale
|

n=23 : ' ' . o ’ L
Non-operaters  28.57 31,25 20 33,33 18.75 80 12,02 14.44 9.68 4.76 6,25 = 33,33 43,75 - 34.15 32.94 136,84
n=7 € 1 25 25 - - - - 5.56 8.69 3.23 = = - 75 75 - 5.69 7.06 2,63
n=214 - 2 - - - 20 12,5 50 2.38 2.56 2,22 10 - 50 70 . 87Js - 9.76 10.59 7.89 =
n=43 2 = § 8.69 11.11 = 21.74 16,67 40 1,12 1.90 - 435 - 20 65.22 72.22 40 21.95 25.88 113,16 €
n=27 5 =10 - - - 58.82 44.44 175 0.85 0.98 0.70 11.76 11,11 12.5 29.41 44.24 18,5 17.87 14.12 -26,32
n=20 10 - 20 - - - 75 - 100  0.69 1.42 0.69 = = e ,25. 100 - ales 2535 ‘2053

" ns5 20 + - - - - - = 6445 10,20 - 2.27 .- - - ~ :100 100 - 569  7.06; 2,63
Total n=135 9 8 1 27 11 16 . 44 29 15 4 1 3 38 25 3 123 - 85 ' 38

(7.3) (9.4) (2.6) (21.9) (12.9) (4l.1) (35.8)(34.1) (39.5) .

(323): (1.2) (7.9) (13.9) (41.2) (7.9) (7.5 (949) (4.9)

n=number of households

Source s FPield WOrk‘ﬁ
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The socond most impostant area of employment 4s Jobs provided
by the state govermment which accounts for mearly 31 per cent-.
of au workers in the nonstraditional sectord However, the"l )
vomen are largely absent $n these workss Exclusion: of women ‘
from government jobs is indicative of gender seggregaticn
introduced %o the tribal social system through the penstration
of modern administrative machinerys Interestingly, the bulk
of the employment in government jobs is from small landesize.
classes ranging between 1 to S acresd . |

- The thizﬂ mport:ant oppormnity of work is teaching
in scMols which accmte for a nt,tle over 29 per cent of all
employment in the modern sector of the economy Host employed
in &acm.ng activity is dxam fm the NON=0p2rators ¢ategorye.
Th&s is one area of work 1u which womn pzedmnznate—;. But their
pzedcminance 1s nmitad o primary school eeaching. Teachers in
the m.gh school am maless: Employmnt 1n mdbcine and other
h;ghly .gmfe,_ssignal spheres 4is r@;:gma_lzy-,

‘The taﬁlaf raveals that the non-operato: category has -
been able to. appmprsate a ve:y lagge pmportien of employment
generated by the. mdm seceqz.xc _ach household in this segment
has -been able to get. nea‘rzy ‘o mmbers ez@layed .tn the modemmn

ﬁecwr.tme‘reptemtaﬁaen Of woman &n moder sector in this
class is aleo sughuy ﬁethsta 1.@ ﬂbe mxmber 0f females
emloyed as one haxf cﬁ that of !:he mles ‘i’h;a «tich, land=holders
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-ﬁa‘% above 90 -acyes) are also better zepz:esem:ed in the modem
sectory In tha remaining 1and-slae c).asaes.w not mly fover
persons have been able to respond m the modem :l.nflnmcas. the

sexecomposition 18 also heavily biased Mtds malea. ‘The Wouses
holds with small and medium. holdzngs are pazﬂcuiarly unrepres
sented in the modern sector ma:lcatﬂw their contimed aepen-
dence on . tne fxagile ttaditzonal economic base provided by
agmcultue. gathexi.ng artisan pm::tion and animl husbandry.

The analys:.s xeveals the fact that whatever little
sh&ft 15 t«aking place is orienued towar&s f.he tartiary sector.
‘The nam:'e of mdemiaauon seams w generate fewer oppormnﬁty
4n’ the profuctive seeto:,; This 18 not an entitely satisfactozy
transfomatim of the rural economy ag 11: £s Iﬂcely to craahe
_greater ds.spariues and dtfferentiation within the vnlage )

‘ soc:.ety. The sex seggzegauon in emloymne 13 aueaﬂy v&sible.
' “Mexeovar,} ‘the modarn sector of tne eewcmy saem to have affectaed
1) people havmg lazger access

A.detazzea analysis of the ;jﬂ;rtant trads acemvity ‘shows
" (table 5;2) that most of this actdv&ty is in. :elaucm to pstty
trade 4n vegetablej grocary shcpe, se.u of be._;";

~in the host;elag 'i‘he genem;.icn eﬁ Arployment | n the




Table S

) vou N
Nos

1. arocery shop | 1
20 Hotel 7
3 Veﬁatable tradg 15 :
¢y pan shop
S« Selling boéf
6 AFt and crafts

ol il < RN N iy -

Total - | 44 29 | 15
Scurce ¢ Field Studyy -
is cxeagxy tho impact of the urban ageé. to wn"im the villagers

are respondinw Though few wqmed aze engaged in trade and busie
ness, they are mostly copcentrated in vegetable traded
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Table 543
_ . STATE GOVT. SERVICES
) SUN
No. . . _
1. Class T officer
2, Pield Staff (yS,Cs)
30’ Mohori
4, So0il Assistant (Sdh.)

. Jotal Male Female

i -

5. Bus contracwt
6.? Clerk
74 Typist
8 Hostel Matron
9, Police

{

" BN - R
'

CONEN

10. Driver
12, Sweeper "

no -

oo B aom o oe e b e e
’
0

8
&

Total
source '3 F4eld Works

Bven in the employment cpportunities provided by
the government éec"toggé‘_&_ most employzrent. is concentrated 4n
lower categories é?f Gavemuent satvxees;;ﬂ??f Xt 4s evident from
the table 5.3 that the .l.argss@ nunber of employers are drivers.
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The village is wellsknown as having the largest mumer of
drivers m Nagaland (viuage-wise government record) i As meny
11 persons are menufma as arivers. enly a feuw females
“hava been able to ewloy themselves aa clex‘k.,, eyps.st and
VHostel matron whereas, males are employed in a}ll available jobs.
‘There are 4 Mohori,: 4 clexks: 5 Pbm and 6 pecns/chowkidars.’
only one class I cﬁﬂcez is found in the sample householdsd

564 -CONCLUDING STATEMENT

' Merangkong 4s not a self%ﬂﬁcie#t village.. Being
iccatsa near a town, village of t:his kind have been depending
én urban centres. This mlat&unshdp and ‘other factors such as
-8- choaracteristic peasang division of lsbour within the houses
-hold, with specialists who supply basic none-agricultural requiree
' ments are important pre-requisites for classifying these villages
'as an exXample of peasant societyd A pgasant socioty is one coms
posed primarily of peopls who -maké-"meu living by agriculture
and who live .in symb&ot.ic Mtetdepmaence with market towns or
udban areas though 1iv1ng away f:ram them.

The modern influences to which the sample village is
subjected to are found to accelerats the process of incipient .
- 8ocdal differentiation 4in a traai.t;;tona;' tribal order. Households
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havx.ng larger acceas to land have been quick ﬂ.n :eSponding

o employmnt availab).e in the md@rn sectat. This 13 bouna

to break dcwn the egalstarian t::lbal social stmctuze basaa
»on wems cazr:led out on mitaal support ana co-operatim.
secondly. enmloyment. in the se:vice sector by a sman segnent:
mSans: inc::eased money supply leading t.o emrgenee of disparit&es
based on mCome. ' '

e Thirdly. employment in the modern Sector is likely ¢o |
bring in necessary distinction between work and employment.

'me former will be seen as unremmerstive and therefore ungainfuL
whereas the latter will be valued leading to a scramble for jobs
in the government Sectors This will obvicusly result in the
¢reation of ‘a large category of ‘unemploye 63 "people who would
“Femain unremunexatéd for their productive m&. The question of

'nmeumoyment is 1likely to be savers s.n view of the fact that the -
modern mfluenees are . umzteé only to a few gortiary employment
and has ve:y nme mpact on the creaﬁon ‘of productive avermes
of work alxeady haviug maxlnmm poeantial in the viuageu Por
examples! -the skill :Ln artié’an pmduct&on is avanable in most of
the’ householdsy: Animal mmw s mch nndevelopea despite
enomws potents.al Eor sf::,* ‘ ' '

Fourthly.* the lmpact of mdem e:upleymnt has a clear
gende: h:las. 'rhe males have been abls to respmd to the o;ppom-
nity vmne wonzan lag £ar behin&, This ia likely to create sex
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re@tim m mdem emloyment and an aceeleration of
patriamhal valnes telagating womn to the pmction in the
\bsistence «preﬂuct&.m sector - a feature aixeaﬂy noticed
| 1:: most non-tribal societ:les. 'nﬁ.e may g:adaauy ﬁany the
,‘pre-eminent role the tx‘:lbal wcmsn have An me econcmy with
eu &t.s soc&ological mplicationa.

Lastly, 11.-. may be concluded that the changes bmght
about by the modern zniluenc:es is ls.kely to bresk down the |
valuaa of a peasant tribal social oraer and bring 1!: elosér
»to the nan—-tribal societies. m evwence from the sample

vinage cenamly pmndea meieations of this kind of a t:an-
sfomation.
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SUMMARY OF CORCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

6s1 Thisg study attempted to understand the responses
to work in the traditional scclety of the Naga tribes The
parpose was to exXamine the role of ecological factors and

' the intervening force of the social Structure which agfect;
the responses to worke The study assumed that the ecological
setting provides the primary basis of work and the nature of
- social differcntiation creates conditions fox; differential

responses to work.

The problem of Qfmrk’ and ‘Bmployment' in Nagaland
was studied with reference to aq Ao village. Merangkong may not
be a truely representative case to permit generalisation for
the state or the Naga society as a whole, However, some of the
trends in workeparticipation and its implications in the sample
village provide valuable insights into the nature of socio=
econonic change and tramsformation which may be true for large

area in the state.
The main f£indfdgs of the study are summarised below g

62 The ecclogical setting of the study area is dominated
by Himalayan topography with its accompanying ridges and hills
cut into mumercus river which provide very little valley area,
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for most of them flow in V - shaped valleys. Most of the

region is too gugged or forested permitting agriculture

to be practised only in the manageble slopes and limited

river valleyss At places terracing is practised vwhile in
 others jhum is the dominant Wmethod of cultivation. Agricule
ture is traditional subsistence in nature and supports only
patt. of the requircment of the peoples Unprecedented growth

'4n population adds to the problem. The subsistence nature of -
the ag:iculmx‘al production is ;p&i&aﬁéﬁ by small area availa=
ble, primitive methods of cultiv;-ﬁtion such as jhm,' low level
of ﬁeélmology and a croppiang -pattem' overwhelmingly loaded in
£avour of production of focd graingy Geherall‘y”mgativa -£rom
the poine oQ view agr:lcnlma the cultivation of variocus crops
is uadet;tak_gn with great difficulty by suitably vadjnstigg vOXke.
: CYCIB to ,loc&i) variat&on in topcgraphy and agfosclimstic éﬁﬁd:l,s
tionso . |

The people have adjusted to the environment by evole
ving different motheds of cule.tvat,tenv sach as jhum in the
slopes and terrace cultivation whereever the topography permits
it and set.,tléd cqlgs;va’tlony_ in ge.sﬁr:;eted river valleys. Divers
sity in agr&mltu‘ra_l; p:act_;ces ::equ.t:e different techndques
‘to be adoptedi | |
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Due to fragiie agrarian resource base of the region,
the "popu‘xlaitiod depends on a variety of other economic pere
suits in close symbiotic relaticnship with the envircnment.'
‘Large Eorest cover namrally provides an cconomic base for
hunting, gathering, Mibering and collection of varicus food
and other non-food items for the people. Pishing is anothor
activity particularly in areas close to the rivers like
Jhanzi and Dikhu where they £low in wide valleyss

Damestication and care of animals 4is esseritial as
‘an economic support in a region where agriculturs io highly
subsistence in nature. Care for é“:': variety of domestic¢ animals
constitates an important sphere of work.

In an essentially self subsistence eebhomy without
mich recourse to trade, artisan ,pﬁduction of various types
~ keep both men and women constantly engaged in works Abundance
of bamboo and cane pmvide excellsnt rawematerials which ate
'used to make seweral items of Qaily used

Receat devalopments in the area through admiaistrationa
spreasd of literacy, gmth in utbanisation and increase in
other infrastructural £acuit3.es are also opening up new

opportunitics of woxlk and emloyment in the modern sectors
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63  An analysis of the consus Méméﬁoh's 'o'r'z spatial ~
-Variation in the stzuctura oﬁ Faga workforce revealed that
‘the agrarian sector absorbs the bulk of the workforcs. The
‘second most mportant source of woﬁ: 18 censtimt.ed by dlﬁie—
‘rent; types of sexvices ‘in o non-traditional sectors Most
other. sectors- of work absorbs very small proportion of Bhe
woﬂcfome. Pomales are almost exclusively confined to the.
ag:arian sector exhibieing nttle diversiﬁcatiun in the
structure of their workforces ©On the other hand, a emall
segment 62 the male workforce has been able to shift to none
agricultaral sector of the econcmy. Agriculmxal wage eaming
is yet to develop in this’ regicn which is acminated by trihal
sccial-ox:der. 'rhe fow agricult:ural wage* earners ate malese
&bsence of laa'ge-scale lanalessness perhaps :estricts develop-
uent of wage labour tnarket, Another factor may be t?*e ecological.
miumx which pmvides ‘Many ncn«-lm& based avenues ‘of work to
& the segment. which lacks
phy or. altlmde seen w have a leas impartant mle in explaming

Sufficient land. Inﬁuence of topogta-

spat&al variation in stmcmze of workforce at diatrict or
cimlta levely The analysis of the interatriba; stmctuma of

vorkforce at the vinaga level 1s rtd alarly revealings Som

ttibal gmups seen to’ have :esponded gp modern forces more
vigostly ind.tcated by a lazqer male mﬁ(force - shsfting
to employment avatlsble in mons

rarian sectory,: The vﬁlage :
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level analysis furtheg reveals some evidence &€ the growth

of agricultural wage market in this tribal region. Though <
cenfined to only a few villages, this is the surest indication
of a process which is causing landlessness or alienaticn of
land among few. It also provides indication regarding the
erosion of material basis of work provided by the eco-gystem

due to its degradation leaving fewer options of works

604 The analysis of the effects of social differentiation
on work and employment in the sample village revealed little
Gifference in the wnxk-participatién rate between males and
females at the aggregate level. Age doss not sSeem to be an
important factor in differential participation rate. The unequal
distribution of land among the houscholds showed elements of
social emerging in this tribal viilage; Large=scale leasing=ocut
of land by hous2holds owning largevﬁolaings indicate the segments!
entry into modern sectore This shift from traditional subsistence
agriculture to employment in formal services and increasing
pérticipation in trade and commerce is undoubtedly reflecting
change, but confined to-on;y an exgiemely'small section of the
populatione This change is likely to accelerate the process of
existing'sociél differentiation based on unequal access to land,

There are significant differences in worksparticipation
rates by differential access to land¢ Largesholdings seem to be
assocjated with a lower overall participation rate. Another
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significant feature is a highex'partiéipationﬁof:wdmehlin'

work in all landesize clésses”comnar36 toneh éxcépt'é@oﬁg |

the noneoperators of land or hous holds with vexy~1arge holdings.
A lower female workaparticipation in hcuseholds withvvery lagge
holdings is particularly conspicucns ana 15 1ndicative of a
non=tribal pattern wherein the statns'effect results ;n exclue
sion of women ftom-ohtdéor'eécnomic‘thkf séxsseggreaétion is
less clear in most of the works in the traditienal sector
th#ongh the females are s¥ightly moxe active 1n animal hquandry
 and artisan activity. while both mep and,women are equal pare
tners 4in cultivation and géthefihg activities, But activities
connectad with formal services and trade and business are works

more with ‘men than wamen.

It is significant that the segment uhxch has mbvea
away from land-based production is largely rep:esented,in formal
services and trade and business g@nerally dominatea by the men
while women remain active in most cf'thé iraditionély Subgise
tence sector of the economys, dseq¢ animal husbandry, gathering
and-artisan‘activitges 1ndicatingbgtoﬁiné inequity between the
sexese Housecholds with exgremely small holéings present a 3iffes
rent pictures There is a greater equalityﬁbetmeén sexes in their
participation in diverse categories of work though the major
concentration is in eultivation and gatheringa
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6.!'5 The modemn influences secm to accelerate the process

of incipient. social diiferentiation in a traditicnal tr:lbal
orders Households having larger access to land have been quick |
4n responding to employment available in the moderaxsector. This
vi.s bound to broak down the egalitarian tribal social structurs
based‘ on -wotks carried ocut en mméz support and coc-opetatien),
Moreover, employment in the service sector by a small segment
means increased money supply 1eaai;zg to emergence of disparaw

tics based on Wsalth and incomey V

| Bmploymené in ths modern séc'tor is likely to bring

in necessary distinction between work and employment, The former
will be seen as unremunerative and therefore ungainful, whereas
the latter will be valued leading to a Scramble for jobs in the
government sector. This will obvicusly result in the creation
of a lrage category of ‘uncmployed® people who would remain

unreminerative for their«p'rodnctive workse' The question of
unemployment is lihaly to be severe in view of the fact that
the mﬂem influences are limitea only to a few tertiary employ=
ment and has ve:y iittle» 1mpact on the c:e.atien of preductive
avenues of work based on the rasocurces locally avail-éble . Eok 7
example, the skill in artisan production is avdilable in most of
the households. Animal husbandry is mach undeveleped despite
enormous potential for it.
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The impact of modern employment has & clear gender
biase. The males have been able to respond to the epportunity
while women lag far behinds This is 1ikely to creata sexm
seggregation in modemn employinent and an acceleration of patriax
chal values increasingly relegating women to production in the
subsistence food-p:oducﬁon sector = a feature alrsady noticed
in most non=tribal societ:ieS. This may gradnany deny the pree
. eminent role the tribal vomen have in the eccnomy with all its
sociological implicationse i '

Unle'a'-s intolligent inbamnti‘dns are made, the process
is likely to bmak down the values of a pcasant tribal social
oxder and bring u. closer to the non-tribal societies. The
avidence £rom the sample village certiinly provides indications
of this kind of a t:ansfemaﬁon.’ e |
6.6 It is not easy to suggest any ameliorative measures.
However, At may be su_ggésﬁad that efforts must be made to protect
“the ecoloqic'ai seb-up to avoid eﬁoss.on of the material base of |
subsistence of a vast aegmentz of people who depend on non=agrarian
resgurce base. “Skill fozmauon is important as the shift £rom
agrarian sector is likeiy' to be moz'e in future. Already existing
.skxns such as those 4n artisan pvo&&cuon mast be sgrengthened
' md encouraged thmugh co-oopetatives. The forests mst ba pros
tected from S_.ndisc,riminate fel;ing- to geepd %ndnetries needing
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theme Eﬁﬁorts mst be made ¢o encourage® animal husbandry

for which the ecowsystem has large potentiale 'i'echnological
advancemexit in increasing production in terraces and jhmmeareas
without much damage tO environment is a necesgary condition for
alround development O0f the economy and provision of avenues

of works An intelligent policy of regional development 4s
necessary rather than merely allowing this hilly and tribal
area to mechanically integrate with the broader national space
economys. This development as the past experiences show will
lead to eco~destruction and an increased dependence of the
paople on tertiary @@loymeng,?

This study cauld only touch a few aspects of ‘work’ -
‘and!émloymentf in a traditional Naga society. It is proposed
to undezstand the problem in greater de:bth through intensive
£ieldeworkt in different areas of, the region in a future
endeavours
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A
A view of the village's Forest land

PLATE

2

PLATE

The Jhum-land after felling



PLATE - 3

A view of the burning in the jhum-land

PLATE - 4

The jhum-land after the burning is over
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PLATE- 5
A view of the jhum-land and wet land

corresponding to the slope and valley
respectively

PLATE - 6
Sowing Operation in Progress
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PLATE - 7

Peasants on their way to the jhum-land
with materials required to construct huts

PLATE -~ 8

Carrying of Fire wood



Cellection of water from the village-well

PLATE - 10

Constructing village road



PLATE -~ 11

Clearing of village well in winter

Y4

PLATE - 12

Construction of a house



PLATE - 13
Preparxing the thatch for the roof

X
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PLATE - 14

Thatching of a traditional house



Fishing in the river
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PLATE - 17
A view of the village
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HOUSEHOLD IMPLEMENTS
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Winnowing Fan type (Jangyitsii):
made of bambop splints which is used
to seperat rice without husk and Tice
with the husks (in chaft) not remcved.

PLATE - 18
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HOUSEHOLD. IMPLEMENTS

\S

Bamboo Spoons

Bamboo S;h;oot Coritainer Ory Fish  Container

PLATE - iS




HOUSEHOLD
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Bamboo Basket
carrying water,

for

IMPLEMENTS

Low Seat made
sticks and

Java (Ketsl) made of
for storing

valuables .

PLATE - 20

Sp[lt ' me boo

of bamboo
cane .




AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS

Dao Holder

Dao Axe
(Hatchet )
‘J
'I
Sickle : Scraper Rake

Spade : Hoe Digging  Sticks [\

PLATE - 21
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