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1.~ jTATSMENT OF .THE .. P~ a 

The. d.S.ssert.aUon mattes an atteuapt to study the Naga 

people as ~egards lt$ .respOnSes to wo.- in the· eOiltEtxt. Of· 1ts 

U'adi ttonal mores and the z:ecent exposu~ of th$ cOtnl!UDity to 

modern fo~;~~:es. The study exam1De& the. ~le of ecological factors 

and tbS inU)nening force of the soe.S.al stzuctJll!'e whleh are liJcely 

to affect the ~sponses to wotJcJ ln oJ:'del: to p:ovtde a dynamte 

element to tbe Study,) tbe pi'Oeeeses o£· Change in bringing new 

opport:Wlit.t,es of· wottc J.s. also studi.edJ The p.z:oblem of this study 

bas been att.empted "ith ~tal teferenee to the ecological 

setting, wblcb prov;t<tes the. prj.m.ary basJ.s of wo~; the social 

dlffere!ltiaUon caused by access to tba me~s Of pn&ietiOD CJ •• ~eei 

land) CU'ld changes bZ'Qlgb~ ~t by tbe modem fo;'Ces~• E!iieeta <>f 

all these force:~ ant .seen 11'1 J:elati.OD to sex seqgsregation of 

labou~ and va$d "spemses of emergent sccial c:at:egories .: 

The f_ollow~ wexe the obj~ves o~ the study a-

U.) to get an tnsigbt iDW the natu~ of ~gional variation in 

wot!t•pat"t;1c1pat1on in Nagalartd. 

U.i) to examine tha var1a~on in. the s~ctu%a of workforce 

(Ui) t.o sczutinise the role of scc1al diffeJ"entiatlon and the 

modern influence-s a£fec~g the wolik· participation and 

em,ploymsnt pattern of various segJDI!S)t.a of people ln selected 

vUlage$~·and 

(£;,.) to analyse the ~11c:at1on~ of ~· pattem of; WQitJc._ and 

etf\Pl~nt. u a Uadii;lonal soci~tf·•~: · 



3~ a&SFAFCK QH!STlONS, t 

the fol1C»1ing ~secu:cn q1es~ons ·wra proposed to be 

imtest1gated J.n '\!he cOllrse of tbe studJ' 1 · 

(1) Given the fragile agrar,f.an tesoux:ce base of the region and 

. T.ril:)al soc.t.al EJttueture of ~e Nagas•' What opportunities 
'; 

of work ate a-Vailable? 

(11) Within tbe Uadi-.S.onal sector of the economy•1 what is that 
. f 

impact ·of eo&tV.ittg soda1 differentiation on the pa ttems of 
' • I ' • • ~,\ ~- .". 

. . ' -~ ' . ,, . ·. . 

wos among vax!ous ae~nts of ~PleJ 

(ut) vtbat are the course of employment. enQ. to what extend 1 t 

abso.d>s the la))our fo~eJ · 

u.v) What .a~:e the z:espcmses of dJ.ffeJ:Snt: sections of peoplG)' 

and eexe$ to wo~ in the con~. 9f. ~l.onal ~sQ!rces 
·'.' 

4 ~ wengppum; ~ 

ltl o~r to get an insigh~ :toto_ t.;be: ~:elre of Nag(.ilands• 
• - •. -···· ~r' 

economy,; 1nlo~t10ll$ !lave been ·--~~ with i!efe.rence to the 

pbys!,oqrapb4c c®d1~on6:t.\ patte.tfl."'of·t~se ~te~- . , . 

... . . ~ .. 

1. t.s .· st.tuc~ bas taeen ~lysed 4.n ·s-~e e~~l,es at tbe V4.1lage 
•• •• • 7 • 

leve lJ. As mali)! as 1 cj.~le~S bave been sele~~(l · ciepentiing upon the 

concentration of e particu~ea- ·tril>.al g~ (their s}lat'e is above 

95 ~cent). ~ the circle~ ca.-a bas been tal(en to ensure th.$t. the 
~ y· . . . 
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~tiDg d.Uferent altitude and ecolog1eal zones. 1.'huS the selected 

cucles mp~sent a f~ c:~s-secticn .of xegional va.rAation ana 

also provide .lnsigbts into the n.atuxe o~ inter-t~ variation 

in r~o*-panlcipat.1on and its s~ctu:re.· Ci:tele and v11lage.leve1 

data bave been analyse4 w1 1:1"4 reference tel! 

a) percentage of workers to total pop.alaUdD (total,~ male and 

fe.male) 

b) pez:centage of C\llttvators tot total worJcera (total.i male and 

female) 

c) pe%Centage ·of Agdeui tural· labouJ:ellJ · ·tc> tOtal workers · (tota1•1. 

male,1 female) 

d) pe.ccentage Of W0&1cers in househOld$ industrieS end manufacturing 

to total wo.d(e&"S (total.; male,, female) 

e) peJ:.Centa.ge of other worleers to total Worker$· (total.; male fenmle)J 

Bp&- seleeung a Village for fiel.&-woJtk.·. a number of 

f;actors were ecnside.red.. These areJ accessib~+1 ty•i personal know­

ledge o£ the village. its distance ·from the nearest town etc. After 

dUe cons1de~t.lon to tbet:e factors. th& village MERI'\t-JOKO.l~ located in 

the Tuli c.irele in Mokokcbung DJ.stdct wa8 selected- for: intensive field 

lnvastigatlon.ei 

· 'ihe next. stage in the saxi\Ple design was t::.h$ selection Of 

bouseholdS."1 As many as 135. hotisehoids CAit of a total of 674 hO\lse­

holds• cOJ1StituUng nearly 20 per cant tgere silected with the help 

oi s~t.ified -random sampling method~! Tm strata wez:e fonned with 

~:efe.rence to the sJ.~ of operational ~~qs of the households~! 
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propor~at:Ai.t random samples were draJm fJ:Om eacb strata for a 

mean1Dgfu.1 study~' 

... 

'fhe field data haVe been an~ lysed wi t:b .reference to 

soej.al dUferenU.atton in the village which. ts defifted by the house­

holds' accass to 1~~· oemog~bic sttuctu~:e of the householdS has 

been studied with refe1'ence to ageo.stJ:uctw:e.i depen,dency rat1o1~ 

sex ratto etc •. •or}O!itpart.ic1pat1on ~as been analysed with reterence to 

the pen:entage of workerS to to~l po.Pltlatl~~ for the males and 

females separately iD diffeJ:ent s1~~~ses ·Of operational holdlrlgs. 

· The types of woZ'k have been classified into 7 categories 

such as cultivaUo.n. Animal '~sl>arldr,{,.i Hunting'-' Gathering,1 Artisan.1 

ser:vices and Tl'a<ie and Busine&s.~'- Wo~ par~lpaUon S.n these cateqo. 

ries of wo~ bas been studied ill dUf~nt cla.sses ,of operational 

holdings~; 'rrade,r baeines.s and services have beet') ~r classified 
·~ . 

J.tito occupatio~~-.! to stu;dy part£oipati0n 1n these occu£)ftlticms.1 

5~~ CJ!OICS . OP S'lVDX ·AREA t 

. : . ~n tn.t..s ~t.udy~ Nagaland · in to~ is the universe of 

s~ay.,1 consists of a 121.1Illber of tribe$ ~oUec;Uvely called Nagas 

and in paRtcular is focussed em the. Ao Nagas of Molcotcehw\g district.,? 
" 

witb Hetangk.ong village as a spec~al case study~ .. 

6.'~ souacES OF DA'iA _ -~ 

·The etu.dy is based. on pdmaq ·data co~lected di.rect 

fJ:Om ·the f.J;eld tbtougb the meanf1 of Partae.~an t observat1Qt)jj. 

questionnaire and sehedu~~~i. pan.J.eularly pena.in~ to the eaee stu~ 
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In tid.s.way,t ·the .study iS l&Xgely emperlcal., Otbar data were 

collected fnw ~SlY soumes of censu~ pubUcat.io.nat.1 gove~D­

rnent zeports. monog..apns •. gazett.ee~ and Other pubUshed '.zortcs~~ 

'1·•' J:J§DLy& t 

·The main findings of the StUdy ate SW'Qmad.~d belOt'J a.:. 
(1) ·'fbe eco~ogleal ;setting Of the study a~a·1s dom4n~ted. by · · 

. . 

Himalayan topOgraphy with its acc.cmpany.111g ddgee and hills ~~ 

into r1~ valley WhiCh provide ·very Ut:tle valley azea,1 &J:r.· most 

of tbem flOtlf ·in V ~ s~d valley J MOst. of the ~gicn is too lltc;Jged 

or forested pel."mi t;tJ.ng agrtcul tu.:ce to be· pra.<:Uaed only in t,be 

manageble elop;l$ ana linLited nver va,lleys~ A~ places tenac1ng is 
. . . . 

p.ractlsed While £n otaen JbUm is the dcminent method o~ Qlltivat101').· .. 

J\S a ~sult,t ag-r~l tum is of highly SUbSistence 1n nature and 
. . 

q-pport.s only part of the mqu1J:'St00Jlt of the people •; U'np~eCedented 
' 

g.J'Owtb .. iP· · pop11lat.1on adds to the p~blem~t the mea9l:e agnc:::ultttlicll 

prcd.l.lct1on is indicated by limited ClaltivaUon w11:b primitive methods 

and low level of tec:~legy.~ Despite the weak :ag:a-rian..:.base•~ agrteul­

tUJ6 c:ontinUefi to abso&b ·a 9e.:Y :lar:ge pto;portton of the l.aboll:r fone ~~ 
: . .. . .. 

.Due to fragile agAM~ ,.:es.o.u:c~ 'base· '~f .t:ne regton.i the 

populatA.on: ~spends to depend on a var.lety o£ other·. economic p;;rsuits 

o£fered by the eco.$ystam• Large ·forest c:ovar nat:uraUy provides an 

econ0l1li.c base·. for lnUlt!ng.l gatbenng.i lumbering ana collection of 

var101.1s food etta oth$r items for t.he people-.Y PJ.shing is enoth&J:' act1v!t3 

in d.ve.re l£Jte tbe · .O..f.kbu and the Jban81~ 
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·, ~s~ca,Uon of artimals is also an .essential activity 
! . ·; 

a$ .. an econom$c ~pport•; This ver:y aspec-t; constitutes e1n. 1tt\portant 

sphere of w9.'* . for. the. peopl$~ Xn an essentially. self SUbsistence 
. .. ' 

economy without ~¢h recourse to trade•' a~san prc:xbct1on of various 

~s kfa~ _'bf)th me~ and' wo~n ·constantly eng<;lged as well~ 

. aecent cieyelopmen-~ 1ft. th.~ are~ through. adndnistraUOil#i 

spftlad of 1~ terac:y•~ g~wth $11 uJ:t>anlsation and increase. in. other 
. . . . 

J.n:t,rae~~al ~acilities .are ~sQ opening _up. new cpponu~ties 
. . ,• . ,. ,., . 

. . 
of 'worte and ·'e!ttpl~1!- .lr1 ~e. modem sector.! 
'' ' , I . '.' ; 

(2) An a~alysl$ . of the censu~ ds.ta reg~.tng ~ proportiOn of 
woJ;i(£orce and it;s suuctu_ .. showQ a~V pve-~~g eoneer,Uation , 

' . ' . . . 

of·· the wotkers · ~ the culU.vatoQ c::ategm:y.~ Participeltibn in other ... 

kindS of ~~.is negllg~let~- Tb.j;s is ~ly due to_ census def·~tttcm 
. ' 

of main workers: wh1c~ x-elegates nul :t1 tude of Qther· .types of workers 
. ' . ' . . . ·. . '• . 

to · J.nsigniflc~.~t. Tbi:s· ~s partie.ula~ly. true 1n the case o~ artisan 
. ..·. . .. ' . ·. . 

' ' 

aet:.ivit.J and. of g.atberj.ng _anq hunt.in~;f\ whicl\ are not considered as 

roam· wo~ .llY the majod.ty o;f ~· P$0~~'': Agd.cultu~' l~J.'SX'S ~· ., 
. . .. . . . . . . . : ~ . ' " 

nearly absent~; C.Vbis iS ~r$~~~- ~- th,e tribal $0e1a1 order lS : 
. . . ~ . , ' ., . 

. not yet ~eterised l:r:t 1~ $C&J,Q disparity in the distribution. 
:'.-: . '· . 

of 1·ana.i aowaver.i the~ , ~ , $.nt.E:lre~tin<1 differences~ in work partict-
~ - . " ~' . . . . 

' \· 

I' •' 

. . 

(3) . Though tbe socl~. ·at~'lu:~~ iS. d~at.e4. by· tZ.ibaJ. -~ of. p~ 

auction t:be.z:9· are imPor.tan1; e:~ments ~f-. ~oeia~ dtffeten~ation ib 



there are as rQany a:s 8 bCIIlseholds COt9letely landlessJ N'early 60 );ler ' , , 

cent haVe ~ h.oldlra.gs \dtb land exceeding 10 acres~! ·ttbe S"etna1iting 

have land ranging betmeen 2 ac~s and 10 aetas•' That a very large 

l\Uitlbe.l' of h®seholds a~e losing in~re·st 1n ltllld is indteated by the 

dJ.stdbutloza of bousetbOl,ds in the operational holding categorles .• l As 

.many as 15 household$ do not eperate thai&- land an .. seem to have 

. ~biftecl to non--agncultural woe--•;; Most. ot the big lanclbQlde~ have 

least ou~ thei~r land either fully o~ P€11"'ttally•f 

1 t tRaS . also found that. o.vtng . to th~ f:raqile eeoncm1e 

base of the village~ both men and w~n. am C9%1Stantly kep~. absodJed 

1n WOtk• AbOUt 80 pe·r c~t of the pop~l:ation f~ bot.l\ sexes are 

engaged in wotv.. 1t is significant that thexe is lf.t.tle dif~erenee 

in the ~patton. trate be~~n the maleS and females at the aggre­

gat1ve level. Age doasn• t operate as a siqnifieant factor 1n d1ffeten­

t1al. participantJ.on. rat:eSIJ; Ho~e~.· there am $1gnif'1eant dUferences 

in the pcu:t1c1patton of work ®te~ by dlffe.;oential access to land.: 

Xntes:estingly ove~ll particJ.patJ.on declines among thOse hou,seholds 

Which Clo not operata any land or have a 1feJ!y large access to land~~ The 

participation. rate is , also rE:l1at1ve1y lOw in these ~old$ having 

v:at:y small. hO~dtngS'!. 

AnOther: significant feature is a higner participation of 

wo."'RSn 1n woa in all land sixe classes co~ to the men· except among 

l%h$ nen-operaton Of land and houseb.Otas t11th ve~ large holdings.~ A 

lower fem.ale participation in bou~hol&! wit:b ve~ l~e holdings 1s 
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indicative of a non-td.bal pattemJ whexein the statu·s effect ¥e4ulta 

1n exclusion of women from. outdoor economic wortt4l 

sex. eeg~Uon is less· el~a&" tn 8\C)St of the wo~ in 

~. tradiUonal sector thOllgh the females are mo~ active in anitftal 

husban&:y and ~1san acuv.t w .~ Whil.a both male aad Wonen as:e in 

equ:al ptopo.rtJ..on in culUvat.ion and gathering aettvittes.~ But ac.t.ivi­

ties connected With. fonnal seWices and tr~ and business CU"e workS 

more with men ~an wcuen.;t 

l.t ~· stgnif!eant tbat the· ~t. WhJ.eh has ~ away 

from land•based· p.~ct.S.on iS l~ely ·~I'GSent:ea 1n formal se~1ces 

and trade and bUs1.rless generally dominated by men while women ¥ema:in 

active 1ft animal tmsbcmd.Jiy, gathering, ana art.1ean act1v1U~s leading 

to a ~baJpet: ·sex segg~ation o~ labcu~•i Households with extremely 

small holdings present a d,ifferent 'pie~.' There is a g~:eatar equ.aUty 

between sexe$ 1n the parttcipation. of diverse c.atagonas of wo~ tl\Oug'h 

the major eoneent#ation takes 'place 1ri cult.t.vatlon ·and gathering.'i 

Hl.inidng and gat.ber1ng act.iv1t1es become le.ss· jmportant 

wi tb $.ncreas1ng acce.ss to land with a proportionate increase on worluJ 

connected wi tb animal husbandJ:y ~· lDc.l.'eas·J.ng access to land is also 

associated wi tb gnater concentration .·,in fomal senices:-

H~~r. the sex seggregatlon of labOur 1n the tradiU!m&l 

sec to~ 1& ._u defined when t:h~ broad a¢t1vi t$es ar:e b.roken into oecup.s 

U.ons or work ptoeesses.~,·Fo.l' exapmle in ¢J'UtJ.vat1on_,;;• ct1tting of the 



forest and plOU.gl'Wl9 ·;a. doininantly ·S L0319 EletiVJ.t.y while preparation 

of· the soi~l sowirig and.·waeding are female· activitieS•; 

xn anima~ huea.ndey milldng and feeding et.e.1 .aze female 

acti.V1 Ues while eolleetJ.c;m. of fodder . and gtaz1ng a~: Cl~l\alltlY 

male . act,ivi tie~.f. Si-~a.rly.:ti 1n, .a~ san ~production. we~~g•i kn1 tting 

1s e~la$1~ly a female: task wh11e ba$ketz7• wood carving_ .. and _black_ . , 

smithy at"a e~lusiv~ly male OCC\lPaUons.: 

. . . ,~ 

(4) A study of the in\portant occupations· ~dar the category of trade 

and blsJ.ness .s~ that;.. a very large pioportion Of :the W()~nl are. 

eng~ :$.1\ .. petty trades ~cb. ~ in vege~le. betel rut and sale of 

~f e=•4 Female. a~ numerous only 1n ~tabla tnde•a 

\, 

to ~. tha Olll.y oceupat1cms to which. ~· U;terates segment 1s respon. 
; . ' . . ·. . .,. . . . 

ding. and J.s also repJ;esentatJ.ve of mode:m. force:a of wo11cJ %t is tnG 
pd.ma.qo_ ~hools J.n. Which a vaz:y .l&rge proportion_ of the workers in the 

·; 

fomal serv4.ces is emp~~i, tcore womsn than men az:e ~~~d in tbese 
. . 

jo})s .. MOSt enq>~oyad 1n High Schoo~ taaching ·are rnen.1 The wanen are lar"i 
. . . . . . . . . ., 

ly absent in state govemment sen1ees~ .A s~y of the types of jobs 
-' . ' 

unde.c' the ~tate gove~t servie$ J;ndte_ata tha~ only low paid terUa 
J.S . . .· . ' : . ' • . 

eil\Ployment1avaUab1e to the village pcp!laticm:~; The lcu:gest number of 
• . . 'i 

smpl~nt ts in tbe ca~gory of drivers and. othe~ class· 'X, e~loymara' 
such aa steno typist ·or· police ccnet®lea,f. peOn/eho~n:J or sweeper.; . ~ ' . .... '. . . 
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\ . 

MBRAN'Ol<GNG may not· b& a~ ·~lf.tepX"esentat1v~ case .. · st:uuy 

to peJ;tnit ganera11s:at1cns ·for: the state as ·a Whole• Howaver~t ·sOma of 

the uends 1n work. paJ:UeJ;pattcm' Jon tbe sample. village ate-· weft!\ noting.~ 

·a> fbe. ecOlogical basis of h.•gh land· ~tcu.1tum oe1ng exuemely lim1-
. ' . . . 

ted.,· the pgpalatlon .celies on C). number of other rescuJ:'Ces or wotk 

as .sobt:e of wod(J. · · · · 
. ...,. 

})) Sex e;eggreget.ton of labou~r ~s less: clear in tbe tra.di 1:,f.onal sphere 

but emerging strongly in the. l'l~grar1$11 ·tazt1~ sactor.i 
. ' . . ' '' . 

c). A . sa~nt baVing larger accSss to land is. moving cngay fro:n aqrt• 
~ . . 

cul tuze and is s-esponding to vari011s employment available in tne 

non-tradi Uona1 sector. SeX segg.s:egation- of labour: is mere p~ 

nounced ln this C$tagOry accompanied by a· fall in femal~ partlci~· . . . ... \:. 
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1 
~gptJ§T!Oft 

1•1 ~ft Of ·~. PRODLSll ,,. 

·~Jwnan. $oeiety bas w engage in· work Son ol'dar 

to. provi,c.ie .itsel~ Wltb t.ba baSiC needs fo.t Sl.U:vival a:n(i 

p%Q91.9$$'• C:oneE)pt,u.allYI) woJ:k in'Vol~s a p:tceees by 't1bich ·the 

matter fteelyc a.vailabl.e: in the na~~. ,a:xe trans~-ortned to 
··- :·. :-. 

~~ ·buttlan needs~ Witb g.-eater e~~t¥ ln tile· soc1etYi1 
~ . .;..: . 

•worsc• .may· have Qllances .of ~anJ;ng~•t ·. ,tangi.ng fJ:'Ol'ft t:he- satts­

fact1on of .tnat.edal needs to dedV$pleaSux-e and to feel 
' ·. . :: .·. ·. . . 

engaged.~ Thu'S•1 the meaning of WO$ · ~ 1.~tricab1Y' .linked Wit.h 
'·. . 

band 1s l.inkaCi to a su:u.c:tttl'e ot ~-ty Wh1eb i.s based en 
·~ laboU and ·1.n popa,laJr pemept.s»n .tl'lVOl~es SOtie qain. 

_.:,_ · .. 

. WOrk .t;n. a u~ t1~nal ~tet.y .ebar.ecter.t.sed by 
. ' - . .-.:. · .. ~ 

tNb$1~¢6 p~e-~®. ·and· l~t'··~~ta,nan etmfirsnip 

of p~peny tiC:quil.'eS signifk~ee: $-s ·At_ does not embody t:be 
- . . . . : . . . . - ~ . 

. ' . 

eonplexitletEt of a . mQ.dem soelety tilth. clear •· eut · divtsJ.on .of 
' . . - . . . . . . . -· . 

~aben' •d a L;at"g~r development ·of proe\ucU'Ve fo~s~!. aasea on 

sir@le li£s -~- s,1+Jtle.. workS in ~ s.oe:ie.ttes a• largely a 

response t:o the ecolog.ieal setting and the· capacity and tcnowledga 

of the soc.iel gX"Oup to br1ng the· forces o£ natuze to its 

,..;~, ·~~ .:j. ~van~-~:--



2 
Tile d1ssat"t.att.on ·mattes an. a.t.temp~ to stuciy the· 

·~ people ·as ·~:egara,s its ·z:espcft$9S to WOK in tllei CCI)tex 

,of its· tl'adiUonalmoxes and the: &ecent ~·l:e of the 

conm1ft1 ty to moae,m CO~s•· The atttcly examirle~ the ft)l$ of 

ecologiCal factors ana the int.e~ fOl:ce of the social 

stz:uct,u;re wl'd.cb a~ Uke1y to affC:!Ot. ·thEJ· z:esponses t:o 1110$•~ 

.ln order to provide a dynamic e~t. to the study.,·· the 

p:oces·ses of. change in bd.nging new OJIWOrtulllt.les of wol8c is 

also s·~dJ.ed~ ·~. p.D)l)lem: bas b$en .attempted witb specSal 

c-e.ference to til$. ecolog:.t,cal sett.in9•~· dd.eb provides the primaty 

ba$u of wo~. the social cU..fferenuauon. oau·sed :by access to 

tbt$. ~ana of pXOdueUon (i~!ee'' 1~) and the· <hanges bXQ\lgbt 

~t by the· modem ton:es .. BffeQta .of aU tbeGe foJ:W:es am 

S$eD J.n J:e1at1on to eGltUa·l cU.VS.ston of wol'le ·allCl· vartE;l(J lesponse:s 

Of etnflrgertt soc.lal ca'tagories~L .. 

i). to g~ ·an· ~~S.gh~ into· tbe na~z:e of .~onal 

;,ariat:4,on ·4ft, wof}l ~ .. P~c.tpation tn Ragaland 

in ~la~Oil. to. ~.~~-.;.~ ecoleg1cal condJ. t1onsr 
. .... '•'- •,. . . . 

U> to e~: tbe. va~~Uon m .1:he stzue~ of 

wo~oz;e9·i· 
. ·-t~: .. 



-~ 

UJ,) to · ssruuaize the role of soctal dlffexe.nt.iaUon 

attd tile modem 11iflueness af:f~et1ng the' wom 
p~.t:pat10n ana. ~t pattelm of various 

s~ts of ~op1e -~ a selee~d Villa.gea and 

tv) tQ. C1Dalyfl$ the ~U~uons of ~ pattern· of . ,. 

we~ and em,l~t .t.n. a t~dltl~l s~ie~ and 

1lOw ~ p~4ot'Qinantl.y tzaditte>n.a.~ .cCU!l1ll01ty view$ 

eu~b change~ and -~- ·succ:;~ss£ully~ 

The fol1ow1ng .w:ese.SJ:eb. ~estJ.ons ara proposea to 

b& invest..igated in the co.u:~e of tbe .s.~ay, 

~) Given the fragikt- ,.ag~J:ian l:'as~ base of the 
. . ... ~ .. ·.·.. . 

~ion and tdJ)·U SOQ'~:~. s~zucture of tile Na_gas,~ 

what ~pponunJ:Ue$ ·()!- wo~·· .a.~:a ~lable . 1 

. 
U) W~th1D the tira<l.irUOl@l ·$Gctoll .of tt1e eeG!lomt•l 

What 1$ t:ho· ·.4tnP~ 0~ .etn(:}rg~g SOCS41 differ~ 

daticm -~ th.e patta~s Qf. wo-- .a@ng various . . . - ·. . 

UJi) Wl\at am t:n~· sQii=.es.~ ·:Qf: einp~~t. and to wbat 

~~t lt ®sorbs the•·.'iabour force? ·:. -,. .. . . . . . .; . -. - : .. . _:. 



·,' ... 

' . -.. 

,.,.v) What ~m tm lte$ponseS of cil.l•feJ;en~ sections 

o£. people (and sem:J) to wotlt ln 'the eontex 

of req;lonal teSOf1~ bMei1 social differen-
. 

uaum and modern W:luenc:e:s t 

aag.alaild bas: been sele.c~ for the pl"e$ant stnav•1 

'1M state ccmsi,sts of a lii.Jmbe.t' of · ~s belonging to the Naga 

ethnic ~,- Loc:;at.$1 .itt tl1e IlidO •-~- .Bu~se bQlG J.n Eastem 

· otfehOOt. of the Kimalat,an rarigeS 'and.·· .tn·· tba l.tlaRhland be;lt,weea 

·· JQaia ar.ad. ~~- (Slumal'; these ~. ·gttOUJJS ha'ile a world 

ot ~1r Cftln": De~ ana. £,sola~~ ;fl?Qnl the soeial upheaVals 

peoples in tile aetgbboa.-mg $~~ v~lley ~ often iQ 

lS()l~Uon tQ e ;;;tc:b ·Othet" w1 th_ln l.ta: ~h#1~~;: ·Geographical and 
-.~-· ; . . . ~ . 

soc:lal J.sol4Uon of ·theSe tribe$ bas J:'.e$U1ted in very little 

~$ eon~t foatedng and peq)ei~aUng Uad1tional mode$ 

of . .Uv.tng• 1rh1s 1s ~!dent ... fZ"Qm ttl$;;*'~ . ec-O®m]l' Which _ls by 

. and. large $Jb.slstenc:el ill na~ ~··:~· soe.tety.,:· Wbich haD 
• ~ ' ' • • ' • • ' • : ••• :.: -:. • • • • : : • # • • 

sxposure to the; ~erft d£o~s in. the· r9eent Ulnas'' 
p-u:UC\\latly after· the· 8rl:tiab ~~i:a:c·t: :tn ~a region ·ana. with 

. , ~ . I . 

. the. IJl(le~nce Of the~ COnnUy•fi -hBS ·l'e~ased qualitati~1y nQW 
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c~ts m.to the- economy atad soe.t.ety of the Nagas and is 

slowlY tatt.· $U%ely. b~ dQWI'l its ~).a1"1t7•· The Raga .. 

· eocJ.ety $t p~:esen~ stands a~. a c~~J, 

~he$e. •act:oxs make a pe.~ ease for study.lnq 

tJ1e, saga society .as zegaJ:dS t;l'le" ~-• and empl~nt of 1ts 

peOple in :celation to th.e qon~'tu. Of· it$ va&tion end th~ 

extent to wb1Cb the· lQOdeat: ·forcQS q~· b~aldng down the o1d 

~ presen~ SbldY l$ p;~ly b~ ol\. dat:.a 
. . .. 

collected from the ff.C~~; !fba f~·Jid .data ·peRaintng to .the 

bQu.SabO)dS of a selac:ted ~i11aige has: teen coUected with the 

help· oe a sttuc~ se;:bedule c~sea blt· tntervtew ~taod~ 

~ data ~lat$ ·to ~- gen&#al: lbtomad.cms of the selected 
. . . . . ' . .. - , .. ' -,,_ .. .- -_ - ' . - -- . 

h~$eholastJc its ~~ ~,~~e~•~ st• of lan~hol&ngi. 

C1:0PP~9 pat.tems~? ~: qt; ~-~ a~ettded bjl· ~ffe~.ti ~Jts 

of. the hOU:~oi.d e~~f·· 

-~~claw cla~ have:'~.· ~1leeted fmn the cen8usi 

vJ.th spac~al .nl~~tence ~ ~ wo~~~ of ~~ pe;pulaUon for . 
' . ~ . - . -. ' . . . . . . 

C• •· • • • • 

wne ce.osu~· data. hav~, bee.n · u~ ~ get.· a. broad unde.rs-tand1ng of 

~- ~o~ :$-~et:u~. ~: V.~#.~~ pans Of t;ha' ·sta1:Q a~· regards 
•."'. ·A..-. :t-_.· · .. •.o. """"· ·.· ~. . ..e. . ;, . , " . A.-. . . . . . . 
lOll..... -ii.U ... .., ... A1W ... .., and· tJ:te·4C' .w&tstrif;l1 d#:std.W..-Uon•l1 



~lJ.shed bOoks ~ recordS taavs beea :e~~nea 

to collect- lnfol'QlatiODS zoegard1ng tba gene~a1 ecQ1oglca1 
... - . . . . . . . . - . . . . 

In qrdeit to get an ~.t9h'- late:» tbe· natuxo oi 

Nagalaru!•.s economy~ ln1~Ucn baye. be~ oJganised tilth 

ze~e.tence to a11 tne pbptogr:ap~ c.Qn41t.tcns,,_ pattem .of 

~tass etch~ 

-~ vaataU~ in -the wtk£C>1\':e pa~·ie~pa~cn· and 

.its s~ti.u:e ~-been ·anatysad lD~ sa~~~>la ci:rcles a~ the 

v_lllage level• A$ -~j~ as 1~ eiJrcle'~----~- beeb seleetsd depen­

aJ.;ng uPQa tbe concen.ttation of a pa:.rt.ieular ·tribal gi:'Qt.ll) 
I . . ! . . .-:·., . . ·: 

(~Ar etiaJ:e £e -abOve g·s·~:rtceat') 'lJt ~· c.l:x:-clGJ caze he$ been 

-~to ensum: tbai: the seleetea.~'i:~es are waU distributed 

in· the efitirte -state JtepresenUng dlifete!lt.. alUtu.de: and eeolO!­

gicaJ;··son.eas.: Thu~, the· $$l$eted e:ta:Ies_ repres.ent a fair e:ross­

~eetitm of t>eqlonal variat.lo.n and .alse ~~4$- iftsiqhts Utto 

tb.e na~te of' tnte~tribal var;t.~:t.to:n in wo .. participation and 

l.t$ sUuctum~~ Ci.rc~~:;_ and_ v.t.ilage level data have beetl analysed 

with refeX'Eince to 

a) ·es-~tage of werlc$~. to tOta:l pQPt1lat.tcn 

c~~_,: male and fen&J.e). 

'b) l'ea:ent:age of cultlva~• to t;o~l wl'kerS 

(tota~' male and femalel 



·c) pe~tsqe of Ag#icultural .\:atJcQrers ·to total 

wo•re (total:. tnal~ female) 

d) · ~tcentage ot ~Xl(a.ce 1n househOld ~.1strtes 
ana manufacturing to _t:Q1:al; wo$ke~ (total,, male, 

temaleJ 
;;,· 

e) ee~ntsge: of othet:, .. wo~e:~ to total wottee'$ 

(toW.. male. :f~) 

F,~~ sel.aetir\g a village. fer: f.ield~dts.•~ a number 

of £actors ~re- eonside·-d.' 'tbe·se ~,,. aceessibili~.~ persenal 
. - ' .··-... ,:·· .. _, 

lolowledge o£ the 'vnlege, its dis~ ·:~;lorn t;ha naat"est town 
. . .. ·. ·--. 

. ·,·.--

etc~. -AIW~ due cc)n~J.qeraUon to ~®-factO~.· the• village 

~GKONG · 1oci~tea in the :'!U11 c1~ J.ll MokQlce.~ Pistn.ct. ·· 

-s ee*'w ·for intiendve .ft.eM ~eugauonS . ' . ·: .,.,:~::'·,"-~~·';:-·-:-..:,- .:- ... - - . . -· . . --_. . -· . - -: ' 

~ . . - . 

· t:iousehoid.1 A& manv as 13S hou.sel»).d$ out· of a total of. 614 

bcusehOldS. c»nt!tli:utlng ne~ly ao Per ~a~ were selected· with · .. 

tile help of. $t,fat.1~1ed #aJidcJn· SaJ%\P~· ·mat:hod~ The strata we~:e 

foJ:tted Wl.tb ttefe:_tence to tber stae '<>f <>pe~t1ona1 h014ingS of .tbe· 

b~hOlda..: ,Pa:oportionate c-sn&r.m ·samples waJ;e drawn from eadl · 

strata. f~ a: meaningful study.~ 

Tba ~~ld da.ta have ·be8n.·· analyse-a witb. refe~nce 

to social di.ffet:eoUation J.n the vil.).age wblch i8 c.tefined by 

Ula hcu.sellol.d&' aeeess to land~ ~phlc suuctuz,e of the 
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hoUseholds has bee_n studied \".71th reference· tQ age-strueturei 

dependency rats.o. sex ratio ete. v~orlt-partteipation has. been· 

analysed with refe.xence ~ the. percentage ··of· workers to total 

~populatitm for tile males ~d females separately in different 
• 

. size-classes oi operational holding:s. 

, . 
. The types o£ work has been classif_ied into 7 categories 

such as cultivatlo~ animal hU~andryl hwlt.lng,1 gathering,· 

art:isan~ eezvie~s and trade and business. Work _partJ.cipat.lon 

~ these ca~J:_ieQ of wo1'k has be:en st;udied ~in· different classes 

o£ operational holdinqfir~;- Trade,, busineSs and services have been 
•·. 

furtbe&"" class1£ied into oeeupations~ -to ·study partic1pat.lon- in 

these .Qecupati,ons~ 

~he . stud.y j.s oxganised into . SiX. chapters t 
. . ... ', . -·-·- . - . 

The fi.tst chapter PIX7V4de~ _the res~b _ ~tting witb reference 

to the objectives of the study~~- reseX"C?.h q,tte~t.10l1s.,~ methodology 

adopted,~<- organisati,On Of the Cha};lters and· an_ cn,ervieW o£ 

11-ratunl!~-. 



1U 

1!be· second chapter D a desedpt1ve ·and analy. 

tlcal aQOount. cf E;l®.logy and wo$ in a ttcuU.ti.Ol'lal -soclet¥J 

~ chapter ~lla$1S Ql\. topog~, ~faU•1 a~st~tion 

of fo~at;s. ri:voer ~~ ·ttd.netal J:e$0Ui'Ces,- 1~sel1 

populat1on ana $ettleman~ distdbution and. eeQilOl11y of tb&­

stat$.~ 

Tb$ thl~ c!)apter rna}(QR? an atten1Pt tO stt.a,y .tAte .. , . 

~ difference$ 1n the woa· ·pantelp.atlon and its· suuctum 

.in Na9C:lland_ •. 
. , 

i'be. ~rtb che)pt.er lfl. a _s-tt;dy of tba- pat.t$-ms of 

•~ and its· ~·~- s.n tile -$anlpl.e vu1~~J -· . .. ~~ 

~ fi~~ cb:t:Jptlal:' ~aslses on the nature and 

extent of modem processes ~g new oppOJ:'tunlUes of 

WO.$ and employrnent J.n- the· :~aga e:coaomy ana tne tespcmses 

of: \'aQOUS ~tl~ Qf the· people to ~ i!ftul$$Sii 

The- final <:hepter p~.t$ a brief -~ of the 

f1~ and .trnE>Ucatton~ c:>f ~-- _$~~.;~;-. . ~>: . 
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Q.U.feJ:eDce laz.ogely £lows I rom the natute· · ot ecolomr 1n 'Wl)lch 
I '• . ' • 

' ,. . . 
' '' 

the·se 'tWO: societies aze· ·sttu.atea as weu.. as the dU£erenees · 

. $ft. tile. scet.al crganisat.ian of the· .~~- f<:~~.~ s1ngh
1 ~~ t.~s· 

• ·'.1 

. .;-. 

" ~ . . . . 
; . 

.. .;! 

GlEeOQOmY of ·the· U'Sbe· 1~ a p~jeetlcm of tabal 
. society•i' a .-asponee' to •t.b$' ecosystem' in tm·id\. 1~ 
iS plaeef ·-.its .f\meUons, of .p~cttM and distrt~- . 
bllt!on are goveriledbJ''.~ ~s·_of ~s~p'withln 

. Q~ be~ f:amllte.~.~ .claM.·~- k$.nd~e1 Production 
s.;.;. based en the ·e3plolta~ .:.of the reSo\1l:Ces· locally 
and e9stly ~lab1~, ~th· .. ~·.·-~-;-~. ~cbnol09lr. largely 
for·· ccmsumpttonJ Pam11y:: is. tbe unit of prodUct.ionlr · 
with Uttle ~i4lleati<>n ~.:Clivision-of' .. lab()ur 

.. beyend tliat baaed· Oli ·a~· :ancr ~~; I>L~t.s.On of· . 
. goode· ~· regul.ateci w _ tl)~,: ¢onfJ1.darations of:. rec:J.pro. 
ci-tyJ: The ideal state· of..·p~it.ive ~cnomy. is ·thus 
desedbed as self~fte•ient tbougb. ~t a . subs1stenee . 

.. . ' level;... ilonioDacqUisiuve.~. n~rnaehine 'and n~onetaqei 
'~.~st tbie con.e.~~{ ~ri;l- 1.s pltb.ild the e.eonomle 

. ,. . .: .. · · · crgab.i.sat1on · of the· c:a·t"-te'·. eystettr., a hie~hy' ·of 

. . . .. .. , 

... 

. oeca.pations pe;fortning ~rv•~s ana· pli'Odlle.~Jlg goods 
of many ldnds.t Economy·:()£ the tx-lbe is seen as in a 

· ~tate .of: £~,· ~£.n9 . ~~ ~- pole to -the otbarll as. 
· .the· ··tnlnl Sc;etety~ ~~tar.f .~·· ~rarchiaJ..~ 

.iS J.nteg~ted ~!th theJt:'S$ta aoct~·ty wbicb 1s marked 
·by hat:e~QganeJ.ty,j sua~~t®tion~ .. tole speet.a:11sa~1 
·and £ote~tlm1e part;ic;~ation 1n · producttontl · · 

. :: ... : .. , .. ,, .. . 

... 

· .. ·. . ' 
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A c~ ecologiCal ebcaJ:ae~rt~Ue · of the ateae 

inbab'tea by tl1e td})es .is that t.b.eY ~ b]r and_ large negative 

iJ:Olll the ;otritt- of vieW of agdeu1tute~1 ·Me$~ ara.as of tribal 

eoneentrad.On ~ WlJI} <U:Y CUld f<J~Elwa~t 'rd.bal ecmorny;· 

theu:ef<>xe•j has UQ.Cll ~ 4o -\14 tb the_ fQte$t ~_sou~s•l Wo~· 

assocd.a~ wi~ £o~t-. ccmstlU.t$·. a uaa.Jo• acuvitr in a~~ 
• • "w • } 

fod®rr anq »ut).d!rlg ma~rtals to ~Ull9 -and ~taals assoeiatea 

td.tn many Sdc:b act.1v1UesJ 

. ~ - . 

~ll$: -~ q:o®titute a ~~s,al SJ•ateln 1n z:elatlon 

to £O.es~~ Ob.vt0\1-&ly.J· t.ha obJeotl~~):~·--tile aystsm .is not to 
.. . ; . ·.· .- . 

(iesttoy, ~o%'est h~ to PP3SSrve t~f-~¢$\lse tt ·tea uul~fa~ 
teSOIU:Ce to· the- tn:ba: for· susten~· :and su.w1ft1i 

', - • ' • • 1 • ' ., • • '- • • • '":: .. •:~ ,0 • • • • •" • .-' 

The ~ot4e mlati~~iV·~£ the- uUJes wtth fosests 

ls well meogoJ.sed aJ\d al® aet.e.~~:-"_.. natu.J:e·. of. th1~tr "_ · 

/eeon:OUI'/~ The -·~teii tta.ttons ~eJ;lOJ"i~:·;~ t#lb.a.l de-qelopn,anct 

· ·suec4netlr 1);01J.lg:J 1t wt a11d ~tat:a~: .. ~.\tallows -. 
. : -,~~~--: ; ... :. -~}:_· _: - ' 



homes w.ith tilnber and bflmbOO and praetice cottage 
crafts with the help of local raw materialsJ 'l:hey 
use herb and medicinal plants to cu.re their· diseases 
and even their religion and folk-lore axe woeen the 
spirits of the forests•' commercial transactions are 
predominantly by barte~,! trade being left mostly to 
the outsiders who contt"OUed the money economy" 

Despite poor agrarian base· o£ the axeas of ~al 

concentration,. most tribes ha'Te adopte!d· to the envii;'OJU'Ilent by 

a~ variety of mecms and have learnt the art of agrieultuxe which 

.-anges from shifting, cult1vat.1.on to· settle agJ;iculture,! depending 

on. the opportunity pt"OVided by the. ~<;Q--system~ The process of 

slow and continuous contact between .•:the tribal cOtnl"IUni tJ,es,~ who 
.·. 

pract1se4 a comparatively simple fo~ of production. with peasants. .. - -.; ... 

. . 
and artisans with greater special~$·auon must have gone on for 

' \ 

centuries~ ln many pa.J:ts of the w~rld ·inhabited by the hill 

Pl:l~le,' there is a primitive 'system· ·of· cultivation, technically 

~nown as shifting cultivation~ 

~ t. is known through arel$~olc:»gica1. discoveries that 

by about 7000 s ;c •i there was a fUndamental change in man• s atti­

tude towards environment and accidentally h~ became a food producer: 

trbm a hunter and food gatherer.! Man beg,an to· ·Plan1:,~ cultivate and 
-·· 

improve species of variabl,~ plants by ael~ction•i Of course domes-
- ~ ... _._. J ... ~· • 

t1catton of ani.mal_s lilce Sh$~p,t qoat arid.: cattle started side by - . . 
. ., . ' :; ... 

side. GOI#ion Ch~].de ,4,~l)~fied tht :-neolithic farmers of the 

5.'1 N tile•: Bo~~· · (19'71) Tribal lbife in India#! National Book 17'us't, 
X:Qd_it;l~l New Delhl p~~ 2~; · · · . · .· · 

6.1 s.; Bose~: .et~tal~t ,(19.8·2) Shifting cultivation 1n India 1n 
lte'S•' Singh (ed) Ope1cit~l,} p•: 216~' 

'7. v•· Gerdan Cllilde,: Man Makes ·Himsel:f,l 'watts & co~lit London 
·1956•~ . ' . . ' 



.. 
. . .· ... ~ ... , " . . , . : : ·a .. : . . . . . :. . .... ~ 

Danube· valley as nomadic· c:Ul t.1vat:Ors.;1 Chang also proved . tJ:ta t 
.. . . .· " 

the' nealtthic fa%marS 'of Po'rmosa ··~e·~: Shl~UDg euu:.ivat;J!S; 

';rhis primitive 3Dethod of land usage is even now in. 

existence 1n widely separated places thrO\ighout the world#i ~spe• 

ciaUy in J:egions of high rainfall and tenQ;>erature where conditions 
'. 

a·re favourable foz: the qu:ick growth,o~ plan.ts~t.N'atu~ally, it exelu-

', : des regions of. _extae~ ~l~~jj 1~ :the ~ol9.r Oli! ~dra ~gions 

.or desert and ·includ~s e·specially,:. troplc~ ··~~ ·lllOJlsoon forests and 

'• 
• I ' > ' ' ' • ' o ' ! ' 0 ' ' .~i:.': •:-:. ~ •', ' 

.. Tnough ~re is dea~ ot reUable data yet the 
. . . ·, . :.. . ... '· .. ·.:.;·. :,· .. ·:'1 .. · .'' · ... · .. ,., . . ' . 

. 9.2948Q hEM:tares of land ~re ~tilised ~or sh:t;t!ng cult~vation by 

. .. almo~t 2•~6 million peqple~0 Due to .ecol~iea~. cond~t~ons, . ~is 
land usage iS prev~lent ~ easterrq . ce~~l a.Ild to s~ extent in 

' . . '• 

sou. them state~ namely,1 Assa~l A.runachal Pracies~l Nagaland#1 

"an.tpur, ~eghalaya•J M,izoram.\ T,ri~~l. Qr1Sf3Sj~ .1'1adhya l?~ades.h,·l 

.. J'!a~aras~~:tra and negl4,gible f1%'$as .of K:e~la,, .I(az:na.tqka,i ~~J.m;l 

quj ~rat and 811)9-r•, 

. . . ~ . . . . . 

. ·9•1 ~.\t~l. ea.Qe.rJE:le,• (19?2) .·An ·a~~raisal of shi£t~ 01lt1vation 
' ' .in lpdia ,Agro-econom1c ~ro ems of ··T:rlbai In · a~ · ·- · · · 
_ ·. tEid) .· D*J•L•l Pa:tel~: Bhopal•~ · . ' . . - ~. . . ; . . ' :. . . . ; . . .' . ' . 

10•1 ']?he Report of the C:C)nunJ.s~1one;- for: .Sclle~l~d "ca~tes and 
· ·sCheduled T~~s,: New J)elh11i·19~61J ··. · . 



ay and large shifting cultivation is prac 

in the hilly t4Train. where gentle slope of lan~, 

rainfall, moderate temperature and good soil favour quick 

growth of plants. The foothills of Arunachal, the hills of 

Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram continuation o-f these hill 

ranges of the North-East Indian states have an altitude 

below 300 metres and shifting cultivation is generally 

11 practised upto 100 metres. 

Apart from shifting cultiva1;:1on. tribes, in many 
.· .. ·.·, 

cu:eas of the country where the ag~l~atic and topographic 
. . . . . 

conditions permit settled agricul"t\1~:: .9:r terra~ cultivation. 
" . . . . . . -.~ 

have adopted to it •. 11lt is generail:/_a,s~umed that the economic 

condi t1on of the tribes practising- :·agricul tu~ is better th<;lll 

that of others~3 even tbough they ~::pot all -~elf-sufficient 

or self supporting'*.!:2 Areas where 1:%-.f.hes face the prospects 

of· alienation from land~-- a large se9ment of the.m still workS. 

j.n agriculture.!· :but as wage~arners~· 

Most tribes who practise agl:'iculture,: generally 

combine some form of animal husbandcy with it.: HO'\ilever, tribes 

11~ aose~~ at~ el:ji!-(1982) nshifting. cultiva:tJ.on in lndiatt 
1n K~s,. Singh ge,..: ci u~ p,~, · 217{rt, __ 

' - . •' 

12~. R~P~ Mann {1982) "Economic system Among the Western 
· Indian Tribesn_~: in K:~s-~ Singh (ed·) OP•' ci~~p. 71 



located in arid and semi-arid regions depend mora on pasto­

ralism than agr~culture!3 Many triQes living in v~ry high 

altitudes .too practise nomadic pastoralism • 

. In general. no tribe depends on a single form of 

economic activity~ W1:thin the same tribe, there may be different 

sections follo\'ring different econo•nic ~rsuits. "However, the 

occupational adherance is J?-Ot of any rigid form. It is rather 

flexible and is conditioned, at times, by circumstances preva-
. 14 

lent and opportunities ava~lablen•': EVen in the same region;· 
' I .' 

different tribes appear to be at d:J.f~erent levels of . economic 

progress~, Depending upon these com.Pl.e~ities in ~conoinic life. 

a variety of works are performed bY the number of tribe;l . . 

Since most tribes are outside . the market forces or 
- t' 

_,. 

axe only mall'9inally integrated to i~ they have to produce a 

»ariety of goods for consumption or to assist in their produc­

tive activities,; It is due to this. reason that artisan activities 

constitute an important area of work amonq most tribes. The artisan 

products closely refle.ct the eeologlcal,- conditions of the tribal• 

Apart from artisan acti~~ty• tribal ,people engage in 

some t~ade,. partiCttl~ly in fozest produce or wo.tk in mines· or 

· join different· services as a re.spense ·to modemi.sing influence. 

13.7 G.c.~: Bagchi~~ (19B2) '*FJ:Om se~Nomadism to settled Agri­
culture a An Appraisal' of Lepcha Economyn ill r<~s. singh(ed.): n• cit~ PP•·· 303-313-.;. Also 'see ReS·;.. N~i (1982) "Economic . 

· · ' fe of Himalayan 'l;'.ribes" I):)id pp.;6~-67 · 

14~· R.:s •. ~1ann (198~} op.;., cit.:~ :p~.· 10 

·--------- ----------~--



women have been ascribed· a .s:lgn1fieant role in all 

tr:ll:)al economies. 'l'he.te is a dichoti)lllY of roles based on sex 

almost everywhexe. in the wo;'ld in tela~on to the traditional 

economic structures,. The bazaxdou~· ~slts as well as tllose 

requinng physical stren<;Jt.h are g~rally aset'U>ed to tUBDt1 

and woJ:kS which need sustained effort and endurance axe 

assigned to won~en. ~ division 1.S Qtrengthened With taboos 

and bel.tefs!:5 Tald.ng 1nto aeeount tne <U.fferept factors of 

production it appears tbat woman•~; r¢le is pxedom,tnr:mtly in 

tbs sphere of labour among the trft;es. l'he degree of involvement 
. -·· . 

in the eeonomJ.c structure vanes ftQ~·:tdl:le. t:o tribe depending 

upon the natut:e and quantum of wcmc: w~ch is a J:dlection .of 

the ~$ystem in wh1cb a tribe iS l~ated. 

Among tdbal peasantJ=y practising settled agricultu~•·· 

the chief means of p.toduct1on.1 land' ~ by and large eon.~lled 

by males:~ Ap~ from the matrUirleal tribes of noz:t:n-east Indiaj} 

wonen are debarred from inheriting ·1~, by customary law:;' 
Secondlg~; in case of settled aqricu'l_ture cultivation is a fwnlly 

~ .- ' . 

endeavour. rather than a ·community ente.tpr.l·se., 1'birdly#1 ·these 

15~ Joyti s~ N,~l SC1ha and s~~~: M~rjee (1982),: "Role of 
women in Tribal Economy'*,~:··m_I¥i$:41; Singh (ed.-.) (1.982) 
Economies of the ~ribes and TS!J.r Transformation,: 
conc:e9,~ New Delihl P~.9l~f·. .·. 

16;4. lbid·~ . 



tribal communitJ.es do not live in isolation. The sphere of - tn:bJ. . 
interaction with other etlulic gronps.~ ·botb.1and non-tribal.· 

is wider and there is a wider netwo*·-"of social relations})ips 

with other ethnic groups•! In course of this culture contact over 

the centunes it is not unlikel.y that tnexe has come about role 

specialisation of the sexes along the- same line as among the 

non-tribal peas~txy in course of acculturation.! 

In case of shifting cjl tiva~on. the tribes live 

in a CCJn\9~tively Jnaecessible. regions, Where natl.lre is less 

hospi ta})le.-~ A closer economic tie ll.in<Is the group together 

and cu.ltiva1:J/on is a jo.int endeavour4t.Soth men and women work 

together.~ Tne men fell t.rees and o.iEiai;,forests, the J;eSt of 
. ~· : :< . ,:. '_.: . ~ .· . 

the operations a.-:e undertal(~ joinj;J.y·by male and female.j It 
. ·:· . ~: ·.: ' .. 

bas been observed tbat among the K1.shmis o.f Arunachal Pradesh 

apart from agrtculmre w011.1$n play a majo.t" role in *he collection 

of roots and tubers whicb suppl~~t the famlly diet.· They 

control the granary and stores andc;~QOk after the livestock 

as well.-

Wl.th the opening ',up of mili~f.l and the ·growth of 

industries in tribal areas.:'.many h{!lve gone 1nt.o mines and 

industries as wage labou~• ln a· joint paper by Ch0t1dhry and 

Das Gupta •. 17 it has been mentioned in·'connection with the 



labour foxce working 1n the iron ore mines of Sinqhbhwn • 

"Tribals ••• ·· form the bulk of the labour force in 
these mines. TWO· persons ;'!~' usually husband and" 
wife or brother and .sister form a work unit• The 
men are usually e.ngaged in earth cutting• ore -
dressing. loadi;.g and unloading of the truckS -

1 

during. transport. filling tne baskets for carrying. 
etc.-;~ wlU.le the women do the carrying jOb in baskets.· 
The'pairtng' of a male and female in the for.nation .. 
of work unit is a common phenomenon in these mines• •' 

Writing on the impact of industriali~ation among 

the santhals of C.hittaranjan, oas Gupta says# uAs the males 

become engaged in different types. of won related to the indus.;. 
.. 

18 u-y. agriculture has been vested mainly in the womenfolk:! 

In pastoral economy, the. tribal women help their · 

menfolk in a variety of operations such as washing_ sheered 

wool et:C·. sending of ~all animals such as go~tS and pool try 
'> 

is usually women's job.· Tribal women 1n many parts of the 

country are excellent artisans, embroidery•' potte'ry, rope 

making etc. 

Since tribal society i~ largely subsistence in ~~ture;;t 

gathering accounts for a major economic activity in which women 

generally play a major role. Gathering of fue 1-wood. roots,· 

leaves from the forest or fish and other edible items from pands 

and rivers is performed b}' women members.It is a common sight .in :. 

----------------------------------------------~-.~ 16., Das Gupta, P.K. · "Impact of Industrialisation on Tribal 
Life•, Bulletin of the .a.nthroJ20logical survey of IndJ.a 

.. 13 •. : as..Io6. 1964.J. · 
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most tribal areas that; women do~te in petty trade in s~ll 

tribal markets~! 

The<·,f~g.J:le . rea<;»u·xee base of most tribal areas tt*ke 
' ' ' 

' ' ' 

it obli.gato.r:y ~or all rQembers 1n the cQmll'Wlity to contribute 

their labour for tbe su.stAmance of the fami.ly. Waren in all. 

tribal comaunities .respond to di~tse wo,rks though ~ey may 

be accepting such ~rks as tx"adi t~c)nally ascribe~ to them. by 

sexual division of labour.; It is also n.oteWorthy that due to 

their importance in the tribal econ0111y. the tribal women do 
' . 

not suff~r many of the .. disabilities ·Of thei!:' nori-tribal .. coun­

terpa~ such as. Sf#clusion. and .~~Y ·other fonas of patria~ 

chal dis~riminat1on. . - ~ -

Difficult terrain and ·~: · trlbal social structure 

off Nagaland is largely responsible·;·for its isolation both 
,~ -.. 

geographical and social-,;. These col;l8traints have fostered an 

economy which is self-suf·ficient. ~-most re$pe.ct in· close 

interact.ion with hilly -invit:Onmen.~'-#-d.c>r to the British contact . 

in the regi.on Nagas were living ill. ®iner'C\).s ·independent v~:llage 

states~. They were more or less inde~ndent in their. econOmy 
- --\.;- .. _ 

except for salt~ ~onq standing fe¢S:•: raids and· head-hun t:lnq 

were qUite .the ~rde.r of ~e day!?: .alld·_- trading c~ld not _be 

19• Major v.;.x.~. Anand.~ (19 67) :~-gal and 1n .Tra.nsi tion,' 
Associated publishing HoU$E.t~~- ~ew O~lhi~,; p. 91~1, 
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possible with outside and within inside ... The most striking 

and consistant feature of the villa~s of almost the entire 

Nagaland is their location. The primary consideration for 
· an 

such a §election of site was the basic need for defence.-

Nagas had very lit£1e trade • •• they cultivate' very smal~ 
.. . . . 21 

quantities of cotton• and exchange it. for salt,· 

Landed property is hexeditary• and i.s cultivated· 

for ages by the prapr~eto~. In ~ilding houses, nelghbO\lrs 

are required by cus~ to assist ea<:h others~· for which they 
·. . . '/ . 

are~· feasted by the person whose tl.l:~y.·>~re building~ on deatbs 
··;·· .. · ' 

of fathers occuring• t})e property::if3_ divided and all the 

family .share. t~e house going to:~ -~ldest son~-2 unless he 

. :-;' .'. 

~or ce.nturies Nagaland :~j.Qed in .isolation frotn . . . ' . . . 

the rest of India •. Probably adven~>·.9f·: the Bri tisb in this 

area made some contact possible w1tti·t.he people of the plains 
, ... '. 

and commerce and trade relations .started., In early times,., 
r '•• 

people could not carry on t·rade d~E\i.: ~ inaccessibility ·and 

the practice of beade4'1unting~. prev~~eht 1n those days•' The 

economic trend of t."-lis state thus ;9.9t· impetus by coming under 

20·~ gp.c~ t~-- p.;, . ~:~ 

21~, s.:a. Gxange~ (1840) ·.•·Extraet' from the J:oumal of an 
EXpedition into the· Nagq. Hills .• ~• J_.;~:s~s~!.~ vo1.xv.: 
p~: 947~ ' . ·. : . ' - . . . 

. -~ ' . 

22~~· Verrier ElWi.I)-•~ (1969l Tt-tE! NA.GAS in the Nineteenth centuryi 
Oxford university Press p~ 224,~,. . ~ .... 
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adminJ.stration as well as in contact with the .. ClU.tside world .•. 

sven then the ~ainstream of economic trend of the· eountry as 

a whole did not affect this· area and the oniy nenas of live­

lihood of the people was rudimenta;ry ~griculture for ~sis-l' 

tence and artisan crafts and cottage industries for the purpose 

of fulfilling their own requirement~· · 

Economic transi Uon started _with .the coming of 

Bntish administration .in l876• Bu.t it was only during the 

First (191~·18)· and second 'ilorld wars (1939•4S) that a tte-
. . .. ·· . . ' . 23 

mendous transformaUon took place in the life of these people. 

':r:hey earn~ 1n grea~r 'contact wit.'l ~h~·· outer-world for the 

.first time and their .livelihood pa~~m got infldenced and 

The cn&;l:gt;l. was in respect of earning 

v~e as labou.Ji'~ interpratorf:. or qu.~e:•' Thus it became a ~ource 

of ea.DUng profit by supplying l$~·~.an4 materials during the 

war~ cash rapidly ·increased as peep:~' eamed more money during· 

-the War.4>t That was the time when ~~-:people became comparatively 

rich;s After· the war people ag~.<;t:Ook to· theit traditional 
i ·, 

means of livalihoode, ThEil impact df:.~ .· exposu~ to ttlOlley 
.. ..;. ·-,'. 

econom~t~J however~, remained; Those.·:j#.h~) ltad gained from ~the \ilars 

.... 

. · .. _, -·.-
23:~,. a~a~:,_ ahos~- .(1979)-_~ Mokcikchl.ulg .. distnct GaZ8t~er.; p.14S~' 

. ' • -~ . • ,.. ! • • - • ~ • ·' • . • ' l 

24:• During" the World ~1ar ~ A.9a"· rais~d a labour of 2QQ, strong 
men who even ·want to Prance and their experience :l.n 

· . Europe was thrilling as :well as educative .. ;i 

25~- Goshr, OJ?.-- cit•''t-: p~. 146~ 



A widespread transformation again tQok place after 

the creation of Naga Hills Tuensang A1."3a in 1957 and later;._· 
. . 

. . . . .·· . 2,6 
the creation of de-facto state o~ Nagaland in 1961. It 

opene~up qualitatively new q,portunities to the people f.or 

participating in the developmental works of the state in an 
. . 

unprecedented manner.: Th.e e~pansion of administration and 

establishment of developmen~al WO.i:k:S•·. growth .of ~ommuni.cations,.r 

innovations in cropping practices . ana· many other factors have 

b~gbt about a change in the state.; 

Factors such as spread "and rise 1,D literacy also 

coutriJ:)ut:ed to sortB extent in the· prctJcess of change. 1'renas. 

such as 'population shifts to t.o\lm.S,,,. and growth of new townships 

are emerging new £eatuz:es in the $tate. MOdem educatien21 

also opened the floadgates of aspir;at16nS fot' higher standard 

of living~~; western life st-Ylea. ana d9.mand on goods which till 

now Were ttea:ning leSS:!,' The money ec:_bilamy and demand for money 
. ' .. . 

" 

empl~nt bad a wider~: social -~.i~g•' It is odd 1n Nagaland 
~ 

1n vieW of the manifest ~ness of :ittl.-people for education i.e.-
... ··. 

the output.,- lost on account of ~tie· -children going to school.- is 
.;::~ .. -. . . 

high 28' and often the parents despi~-- their acceptance of the 

value of education are unable to.~ft:om itJ 
.•. 

26J. ;J;bid~·p~ 146• 

27 .. t 'lh.ts· qettinq the cbildren·.educated keepinq them ,tn· 
-Shillong or other towns~:· thb\igh thel;'E! aJ:e ·schools in , . 
··each locality~i is pra.ctic:a1fy a must for ·the local Govt~. 
servant or bus~essmen.~ to ma~tain nis social status-if 
riot for anything else.. . . 

28•: As the level of living· -o~· an average Naga family is clese 
· to subsistence.,. even. a ·marginable loss of .output in teal 

tems.:~ would be high~~-



l t was so much so that 1n thE! 1960s there was 

no unemployment at a~l, 29 and every graduate could except 

a gazetted posi~ione But things ha~ changed and by the end 

of 1910s the~ appears to be the prob).em of educated unem­

ployed;.o s.oci&lly productive work which was t:.."le V&y of the 

people losts its relavance and Government jobs become more 

rewarding. A new social/economic class emerged in the form 

of the Government servan~ the contractor and the businessmen,, 

often in alliance 1n claiming a growing share of the resources 

at the disposal of the state.1 

soon after the creation of Nagaland state in 1963•, 

the State Gove~nt d4cided that 90 per cent of the jobs 
. 31 

sholld go to the sons of the soil excluding non-tribals•· Later 

in 1975 it has been d*cided that centper cent of the jobs, 

excluding techn~cal ones, should go to the locals~2 '1'\lensang 

district. came up for educat.ion rather very late~ Also the 

people being poor cannot afford higher education.;· As a result 

of this two factors,. the people cf this district are not yet 

wel~·repxesented in the state Government services. Because of 

29.; a.B. Ghosh,z (1979) ~boto District Gazetteer p~ 124.{ 

30.1 The pr;oblem of unemployment among the Aos (Mokokchung 
diStrict) who are educationally f.ar more advanced than 
others~; is steadily growing up and has actually beccme 
ac:4te.; 

3.1:•. Tll;ere are _many :non-tribals permanently living in the 
· plain areas such as Dimapur, Naginimo.ta e·tc.,; but they 

are not consi,dered sons of ·the soil.' Even the Nepalis 
WhO 'h'~ stayi!lg in this state for several generations 
are"\considered as sons~: of the soil." 

3a._..a.s•:- Ghosh.: (1981) Tuensang Distr.ict Gazetteer, Govexn­
ment of ~galand.: Kohlma, p. 13a~l 



tQJ.s position.\ in 1977.~ reservation of jobs to the tune 

of 20 l,>er cent has been made to the backward tribes and 
33 

fJ.ve aut of seven such tribes belong to this district. 

The populatJ.on may be classified into three cate­

gories according to the Standard of lJ.ving• At the bottom 

remain the peasants based on subsistence agriculture. They 

prod.J.ce their own food and live on ~at. but sometimes are 

faced with soareity;4 'l'he segment in the middle class depends 

on agriculture but earns somethi.ng from small business or 

trade or service such as caxpentry. smithy, weaving• teaching 

in Schools etc.. as sources of suplementary income. They live 

in villages :Out in better houses~ ge_nerally with CI sheet rodf#: 

1
. 35 

with bamboo mats as wall or wa 1 of wooden planks. The ·':lpper 

income gr~p lives in the towns or atleast in the .admi.nistrative 

headquarters or outposts; 6 They live in much better houses,' 

generally pucca house. either the Assam type or RCC buildings.4 

They nave permanent source of income ·as in the case of the 

Government servants., and the class I. contractors and high class 

businessnen3 7 are equally secure of their in<:tane~i 

33: ... The backWard ;ribes who come under th.is reservation are . 
·· ·KonyaJt.: Chang-.:, sangtam,. ~imchunger. Kheimunqan. Phom and 
Chakhesang~-~ and except ·the last; two all belong to this 
district~ Of course Konyak's district is Mon but~ gOOd 

. number of them are living in this district.} 

34::~,B-~B-~: GhOSQ,\. (1982)~~. HiS~Fo 0..£ Nagala~' 
Ram Nagal!,! New Delhi~;, P• 00;~l 

' ~ S .Chand & co •. 

:rs.\ <Jhos~~~ QP:~:· cit.;•/ p~i 201~~J 
36•; Ibi.d~~ 

37.1J It "ay be mentioned that businessmen f1nd contractors of 
·Seoond ~de With less. income and having no Other SOU.rt:e 
may be. grouped not in . the . th.J.rQ. .but the second group of 

. the tl'u:ee classified g~;~~. ·. 



As the Nag a society emerges from the tradi t1onal 

tribal foxm and moves into the t"OOdern agr~·-indust;rial phase.: 

we visibly see diSparities developirig between the different 

sectJ.ons of the population and between the uman and rural 

sectors• There is no doubt that during the recent years some 

have become very rich wheJ:eas the hulk of the population is 

. still on the old standard of living!. ~<Jith the educaWd Nagas 

holding important adnU.nistrative pOsitions .and ot:her prestigious 

and re~rative jobs the gap is 'gmting between ·the educated 

section and· the uneducated section• Not_ only in_,. respect of 

financial emoluments and physical ·facilities but in other . ' 

respects also. such as cultural standards and ways of living~1 

Great disparities is unavoidable in a developilig society but 

then as these disparities go beyond a certain Iimi t~) the social 

tensions are bound to arise • 'l'he various SOCial and political 

ideologies have not yet made their entry into Nagaland •. But 

the time is not far off when theY will. It will be wise and 

fars.i,ghted to quide the course of ea:>nomi.c growth and social 

de'Velopment so that the new Na:ga society will have a reasonable 

measure of equality_ and integration even as the old Naga society 
38 

used to rave~~ 

38iJ! M'i A..ram;-1 (1972) ''The Eme.t'ging Situation in Nagaland and 
same suggestions for a National Policy: in S.C.- Dube 
(~ .• )) (1972) ·rribal situation in rydi~ft. Ind).an Institute 
of Advan.ced Study~~ Sim_la.,_ pp· •. l27- 28.! 



C K A P T E R • II 



·a·~1 ~RY ST~a; 

'St. neeQ.leS$ to Glll.Pha.$1se that. the p,attem .of 

w~a ~1pat1on t;s· s~.lUve to economic. socia.).-.; eult.unl 

.• ana. ecol()gtcal factQ~~.AgP,cu1t\lr& and silled &etivitiefl 

const#;tute the maJ.o~ eeonomic llfe· of the ruc-al p:tOpleJ l'n the 

~ce of· a ~~le tecMo1ogiQal b~a~~gb • the eccmom:~· 

tb.e ec:ologtcal; faet.QJ:&; .BJ:e· vital jn. e~rttng ~~1 !nfluen<:e&. 
. \. . 

on. the type :of tiom and aesociatecri·. 1sbou%" denlaftd$., Ecological 

factoU! .$Uch. ~· tbe a1tltudei· t:Ope)9•~··) soU cond1ttons.'· 

c::Uma* cotl<UtS.Oti$1> av-ailab1llt.y c;,f' water•' 9Jl.arat1ty and seasona.. 
,· 

.U ty Q~ ... in£a1~1; ~Uty ana comPo$$-oa of, fotest COV$1' etcJ 

lndicate· tba m8Cll%'¢& ~ cmd p~a:C;!J ·the. basts· of t4011l.: These .. . ., -· . -.· -· 

iact.ora. a~ ~- ~ates- ~~: in traditional tribal - ~ . 
..· .. 

aoc~tS.e$ wb1dl ~. to llva ·s.n g~.at;etr ~a=ony -t.b nature as 
- '· . . 

_,. t.be f,:o~s of pr:ocbtcti.C:n ·~ -~~ped~. ~$.labour -~ss. 

·~~. e>d.M~ t;OwatU ~iql~····~t~mad.on· Of. t.be. avaU~le· 
. . 

.~~ a:e.~~ base • ~Ulll~ ~ Udntltll1nl ueec!s· ot the "' . -_ ,. . . ' . ; ·. '· ·: . . . . . '. . ... ..,;· 

people~tc;he wo~.·ja··sueh.· .. ~~~· ~··.~~ ft'onl mare collac·t.ton 

$ld ga~nn~tof f~ocl anCl.~te:~aif.:·f.~~).; a~,~.J.$. 1n ~: 
:·1\S~:uJ:efi sn~.l ·~~fl.~$1~~~',_&;Jd;(;:qltJ.l.~ pi'OdacUon .... · ' ; . . .. -: '. - . . . : . : . . . . . 

·tO ~s·ta.ea :geamd· ~~~ re~~ts ·~or .such oparaticns and 

.· h~91~,\ JieedSt~ ·lQ ~ ~~~ihe: .~ietf.e~. a·~· more QpeD,'i some: 
' ·"".. '. • • I . • • • . ~ • • • " ' • • ' • '~ . • - • 

I > ": I 

~t.· of ~de· eomectea t.o t.!ae$e; ~tivtuas~ may· emplOf a small 

~t. Of . the· peopl~~}· Ol:S~t$r, S-$S to modem f~J;C$S Sbc:b as 
. -;: .. ·. . .. 

Ut.e~f~- ~tsa~ ~4 dwe)~nt,al effort:$ too ~tl:oduees 
I 



Jlt(!)W fo.:cces oR empl;~t ~1:tw:l1Ues1~ partJ.colarly 1ll 

the sern.ce' sectoi; to •bich a f:ertaill section is likely to 

xe~e1 

-,_.lie· tdbal social stttieture does no• · pe%!dt 

the development.:' oi ·cl~a.tlY defln$t!l d1vis1on· o£ 1-r~ thcugb 

cult:Uza1. pcactlc:es may assJ.;~ taflb' associated Witb 'each won 
on ·the. b~J.$ o£ age. ol' se~-

to- tba, econorQlc activit.lEii.S pe~.-by .t.b_e· _peopJe'.r Tbe ·topO-
- . ,. . . . . -. . 

~rapbt of tbe e~t:a iS bUly,1 &w.me.fa ~ IDOWltaln~s.: ~pt 

folf: ~ ll£\rl:'OW acne J.n tile toot~Us ._.raering AssaD) and the ~1 

va).lep. 1ft~~- the. lowe~ rangeet ot the weeteet and_ no~ 

. ~tem t1anlc (ftg~.: 2.'1) •, ~- ave~ helg~t of tha pe·ak _1$ ... 

between 900 ana ~~200 -~s~- .-Tbe--big~st po!At iS .. ~t1 in 
. . : '· . . . 

-In- KebJ.ma d1stn¢t.t tbe. b:lpst- .peak l.S ~pftt with a 1\eight of . 

3•~014 me:tz:e-s.' Tt'J.e aarail and t.be ~: raooes frcm t.he wat~u~shad 

of the.- ~te. and .as they· ;u:a. close _tO the .we_stem boulldat.y•1 sene 
of the _r4,ve1$ tbat come ~lllng -down- the slopes- attaifts· any 

Sie.$able. ·J>ropora~ons un~ 't enters_· the plainS of 1\Ssam~ 
. . ~ -
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U.l Raga ~s depend dUact.ly ·flll lwd and 

~~goe$" f~ t.hE!h" 11ve1!b.Ood. The eoej;al suucture of diffe~ 

~ega u-Des may be analogoue ·in c:e#tat.n .r:e.spect;s., bu~. tbe7 

~tt. s1gnU1cant ~-c di~fel:etlces 01\. account of vancus 
.• 

eeoloqieal faeton oi te~•! Whi-J.s· Atlg'a.mi ;and Cballbasang 

.Nagas ~a})ltltl<.J Sa ttl$ soutnem p~ of the Nagaland bave 

.. bean ~~ 'te.-race C\llti.vau»n.~ U1?~ of tb.e ot.he'l!' ethnic group$ .. . -
·' . . 

to the no~ and east ecntJ.nuE;) wttif:;b.Uttn<J cultivation (Jhti-

.. minq) ant1 d~a .on forest p&'Cdu¢t:.f.~am and. gama3 
I ". • "·• • .' •' 

•>L' •o", 

.-·. 
:;-·.' . 

. ····:.-·.:- ' 

.baruUeB.: b~ fRated cboppe~) o~---~--·~ (as -~ b-Ung) is 

ma.taly ~ by nt.e~ ... Whi:le the· dao ,~: -~ pr#tci,pal lm,plemeau 

in SQltla ca$$$ a fona o:£ spade ot tl~, ':~ also usoo•t At pm$ent 
. . ~-:.:, · ..... - . :..; -~~ 

... 

. mQSt of 1;he· agdcultuJr~ ln\plemaQ·-~ dao •. ~~-· Spade~~ lloe.~ 
. . I ' . ' ··~:-?L( .. •, . . . . 

$Jick. scrappe.-, Stetcle•) .· aa}le, fm~/lt~ fsn,i sast<et tiOt.emg) l 

~cuad!ng table etc.~ 

The hilly te;Jton -1$ cU~$ec:ted by a number of, 

· se.esonal and pereft111~ sUQanlS w;t.~\t.~d valleys Wbicb 

.further r:est:.a.ct agncultu1:&1 POt:~~ritte:& of t.he ~1on•~ Thal'S· 
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az:e s major rt~~ systemS in .tl\e sta~f .namel~ til.e· J)bans.S.ri•l 

noyang, .. Dikbti;l ~. an<J .Jh.aDZ1 {Mel~)·.~- The f1z:et thme·. flow 
. . . . 

towazds wst tmtoug:b the ASsam·. plaine to join the· ·mlght:y 

a~tr:a ,~ w!l.lle 'llau aver system .£low.s tow'a$. east and 
. . . ' . . :. '•' 

sqa~as~ and ~·into.:.-~ !11 9ll¥ma~1 The 31\an~l rtva~ 

flows ~ nonJt.· 

.. 
. a .~ of wo.rtc. to. people lJ.ving ·sn .. ~·ady village$ •. · .~cu-

. . . . ' ~ '. . ' . . . 
I ._!' ,• 

luly in tbe south-easte;n ~.ion•: "bord$r1ng MaDipu.r .• ~ J>J:yinq 
.. 

of fish .J.s c~ for. 1~ pxesewi;\tion ~.alue:.;1 Po=erly itsh 

was ~aU<:lble · in ple~q but new a &lye aue. to. 1nd1.scd.mina~ . . ' "' 

caldUng the Sto~nt baS &flntlle~ .atld !Q· many places ~ Village 

autbo~tles have s~4 fi'shiftgJ · 

..... 
' 

t.J:.ba.· climate ove.r ~be tOot.bUls is wcum • Sub ·tJ!O-

p1cal and ove• the high b.Uls 1s c~l and temperate. ·The rnida 

:tslo~s and lower: ~:anges of we stem<· fl~ have a moderate· ~ 
. .. . ; 

·mentone el.J.mate •. The S\lt!rJJ3J: and ·w.illteJt temperauUesove~ the .. 

bills( #ange f~ 5°c to as0c ~cl ~over the foOthiUs·have. 

$ rcuige between ta0e to .32°eJ ~~ ~~~'age aml\lQ rainfall iS' 

·.be~ 200 CJOS. ~ 250 ems dis~~ ·9Ver 1 mon-thS' 1ft a ~ar,i. 

· ~~ sat to October.: O!e~ the big~: ~l.~:s: ·texnpe·ra~. ts eot4 . 
~ . . . . . . ' ' ~ ' . . . 

. .·~· ·' .. . ··) . . . : . . . ·. . . . . ·.' '- . ._. . . 

cmriQ.g. w!ftter and·~~~ ·'!~·. f~~<~r l~ tJ,:aCts t& Obse.J:Ved.i 
.. • .. 



J)ue), to _ptQ~Qhged .r:a.t.ns and high hurid.d condi uons 

·the region A$ e'ndowa4 w.S.:t.b deb natu.-al vegetation QVet the 

lower J:anges· of. t.ba wast:el:b fla.nll cbuacte~ised by eub-UOpleal 

e.vexgz:een raitlfo~s-.; 'flae. C:Ellntrai biUy J:e9ion has btoad•leaved 

, t.emperate evel'q~een rainforests. ifbe. easte.l'ft and soutn-east.elirl 

plateau has a e}laraCterestiCs eOJ)1£~s (pin~} ve~tation.~ 

H~r,, ·the el1matie ~~ ovelt t.ne· weste.m and the eentJral 

fOJ:e$t ~s am.bein9 lost due to ~xtens1ve j~ning and are 

.,_-..Ill h.M· a· -.:a,...;::~ ~..,3 ~~.-, ;.. -""') -~ tep~~ •J! · eg.-.~~ ...... ,.....,. .... ~. w•~' •ft'4 ,,. 

Aeoo~ to ,OflJ.cJ.al :PGPe&'_St forest occupies 

more than be.lf' ($7~57 per cent) ·of the total geogmpbieal a;:ea 

1n Nagaland~ Dt.ltrirlg sla$h and ~- (jbwn) in Ma~teb/April/May•i 

:accJ.de.a:tal fire cause l0$ses· o~ t:b.Qasands of hectares of forest --- . '.-. - . - -. -.. : ·. ·- . - --·· . . -- .-. . . ' 

eacb ~U:~ Ttds le~ t.9 several. se11 eros.ton and deterio:ation 

of soJ;l by losing tl'\iusand$ cubic .ti.'e.a of top fertile soU 

e.veJ!'Y year.: 
~ . ~~- . 

Antn.tal timber f&111ng t:s also heavy to feed a few 

wood baeed $.ndustn.es in the s~ate!' A. near .eaqplet:e dependence 

on fo~st fQr fi~004 $1$0 con~t;es to deforestaticmJl Annual 
. } . - ·,··.· . .. _ .. ---- - . -

xs.rewcoa e.onsUJlU)t;,t.Qtl in the state" 'i$ es~mated to be 6.'50 1akhs 
. . . . 4 ... . . . . .. ·.·.· -.uJ.on-~·~~, WJlase. two fac;:tors , lRJ:¥a to t.llf>. vast gap ®:tween 

' ' -
planting and·-~ from the fo~s~t. 

-. --
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Otlt of the total lanti aJrea of t~t51l~OO heetaJ!'esi 

fo~~ oc:c:uw an -~- of epp~tely B-it621fS32. ha·•'~ .and t.Mis­

eta* 1\a$ been .app~;CX.imately c~s1tte4 a~ unile.i" .~-
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. . 

Xt J;,s evident ~at ,fOresuY in' ~ag~land mostly .... · 
... : ; 

' . 

;&el.ate$ to pJ:l~te tomsts regulated by:·c;Us~.a%f·,··t"i9hts of 

. ~: ~le., ·~ fo~Stil' Q.Je gen.exally ·o.f wet, .evez:9reen tJP$ 

w1 ~·· a hlgh dens.l ty of £10-~ rich 1n nnmber oi spec; leSe; Tho , 

~·~ally in the· fO')~;Ul~ .. aie_ o£' gigaqtJ.c $tature and· 

aJ:e rema#kabla· foJr tbelr height ana. cle$:nneef;l ~£'. bO.le:a-.> · . . . : ' . . . ,- '' '• . . . . . 

· · · · so-~iJQ);~- ·a' gceat .rpi~. tA ~ ~ of tllla 

'Wly $tate~l ~Jil·~,tbe···~J.mneats -~f.,foJ!asis~ P~ .. botb !zt 

the ~J:al.· cmd ~ ~&a~ a~:e mat .tlom ~ 'states·• fo~s~ 
Whey al~ . ~pply - material$ to ·. a~i .the· £orest ~. induScD 

. ,· . . . 

.t.n.ee t!\a~.~, coma ~p.:s;n· t.he,··na~ .in t!te .nt. t1mesJ 

. . . ' 

so panJ.eulaJ".~ h~ ye.t been diseovel!'ed· ill· 

this ~te~ However.~- it ls :bel~eved· ~at petzo~ a.ru1 coal may 

-available .48 the state~· 1-n ~B:.~ct.ton L~ may~ IQ$1)tf.oned 
' . , . . , . , , . • .. ' .'. , -~: .. _'' : - . ' ' , I , . ,.. 

that. coal ae,posit-9 b~ b.Qen locat$l. !Jl· vad;ous. pl~s of 
. ,. : . 

«9k~g' d,lsutc~ o~·· tbis si;at:e·~t:Oi,l. ~d ft{ltural gas have. 
' . . .·..... - . -~ \ ' . ' : . ' 

~.ound along_~ £ooWl1.~g1cns.cit.:u·~ d1stdctJ.aes1des eoa1,1 

prospect$ ··oi g1~$.s ·~ clay ·am · ~~··~1;. -~·~: $1nd&torie ·. sutable . 

. for~ ~~s a1so.occU.~ :m ~~~!.' ·<. ·. : • .• ••• '. · · · • 

· s,.i ouect:Orata ·of A9.11.eul~;i,cl91~s)•l g,e.~ et~ p.:2:~Y • 
.. . ... ~ .·- . : 

. ~ :._ 

,\.: ,·' ,, . 



A. ~q ~.~ p~ .of a~ in the ·etate· 

~ O¢Qlp~d .~ to.~\ Whleb elaJ.m$ oVar 51 per cent of tbe 

total geog~~ca~ ~i. AJrea ac•11y unde·~ et~CpS• corteU.. 

t.u• •1r. ~a ~:~; ~t. of. the ~t;)l. ®e.a~- Due to the nature 
. - . . -. 

. -

~.1a$$J.f:ted. a$ 0~ ia}:l.Qw$~, 'The lett.e:%'-c:ate:goJ;Y ~ludes such 
. . . ~ . . . : . . 

. - : I 

~vate4 ~O:#: a ~~od ~in9 from ;$:;~"~ -9' o~ 'even more yearai~ 

-~.a- »u~ to ·~~g~cu);~ai ire$& :;--~;:.OnlY 1_.;96 per cent.' Land 
: . . ... ··. . :_. ~ . .. : ~ -.- . . . . . --~:- . ~ 

--~ n\l,Scel.lanecu:~ ~ _ c_,pe anEl: -9toves accou.nts for ~t 

·a,_30 pe~ <;en~~ 
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eulUvaticm. of dii.ferent cseps abso~G the 

la'bou# fo~ 1n mos~ ··paj'tS of t.ha year~ PooQ...gl."a1ns oatutaliy. 

dOIIUrlat:a • c:ropping pa"e~.· ac:cQlU)tinq. fo~ over as pe.r cent 

,of ar.ea" falilow$1. by· -the. pulses (tU9 pe~ ee.nt) and .otlsee.d$ 

·(5/3 pal' cent) •r Paddy,~. banea;;~ 1a ag~ and Winter ac.eewl~ 
' ~ ' . 

fot- lJ&Ul)' ao per cent; of axea unde~ £0Qti gra1ns•~ 
.:- ·. ' 



.· n 

39 
Table,, 2i3 . . . . ~· . 

ARSA ,!l@ER ,PRINCiPAL CROPS 

. -::·· 

. (Xn Hectaxes) 

s.~o4o 
~000 
22il100 

400 
i1 ~300 

._.I 
• " < • t < 

I 
I 
I 
J 



.~re~i N.~· .. lor OJ\t. 
l~% 

Land 

I 'U"\U i"'\II....MJ 'i U 

U\~\!D USE ; '-

FCfest 
67.0% 

Net /:.red. Do/1'1"'1 
l2. (.J.l) 

Ft.lllm~,. Leu-d 
l3.~~li 

Oassifi.C":Ptl·on. -lr"':.·::=!·-~-·-~~ ...... -~ . ·.::rue c .. :::J 

N~N~D 
"'· n·r= .11"1. 'UM~> tlir"'.ll\=1.{"]. ~~~~ttt.~~r·-~.t:l'"'llt~~. ~ . l""''V.('j\·.f""'.l~"'"'"'"' .... ,:"\ 018 •~""> .-~ ·i I'GJ'Ln rnW'II'\,..rilil-.MJI... \..lt~"'-'11 .... ~~ I:Vd -ti~· 

Fig:2.3 



. .. 

aice is by----.Ca~ ~most !rqpottant food crop . . 

and· 1~ dominates the entl%9 a.gr&c:ul~ ~;f X~ is a 

untwnal cmp and EmjOJ'S pivotal position ln the mral 

~.1 A.tnOng the food ·grains X'1ee aeeOUQta fol' mr:>Z'El than - . ' 

·. ;'.'~ pe~ ¢ent of the tQtal food gJ:>ains e~ped az:ea. oat. of 

~ Autumn paaay a~ts for: 42;94 per cent and wift~~­

.paddy ace~~ foJt 35:34 per. cen~' Til$· production in 19~9 

wa& 601'1000 tonnes of au~ paddy and 70.jOOO ton!les of winter 
:'': . . 

,paddy f:espect&ve1y.J Otbe# food g~s eze. ~- whtcb ~oants 

£Or :14~33 peJ! ce!lt-..1 wheat w1~ a ntiU'g!D o£ o,$i5 };)e)r cen~ $nd 
~ . . . 

o~.- C$&eal$ and.m111et.s accountS fot ·tne ~g-_:'7~114 
} . . . . .. ;·. . . . ' 

per .·eent .of tt.e. total tUOps anitta.t- fOod gra.ta_ a~ae.1 The 

. · . _p~cuon 'n ·1~as.a9 ware,- .• ,~.. 't9ira9o•i -t 1/\ooo t:Qnnes 
' ·I ' ,·· • , ' ' ,. • ' ·,·, '·.' ' '. • • , , , • • 

'tl 
' i ' 

II , •. 

. f)tea~' ·The _pe#Centage ba1nq. 40J31 S~er cent -of' azea ~r leba d.£' 
. ' . 

' ' 

~-~ fte psoduct1on in tl'ie· Statll· in 19Sa-89-·was· 6j~SO tonnas~l 

.Beans occupies an; ar."aa ofi '20;t93 ps~ ee~l OtheJ:- ~.1 pulsas 

I ;16Ja& per cen~ g~ ·l4t:13. PeJt cent. ~d. tu• ,-~~'5 -~· eentJ 
. . . ' . ; ~ . 

· ,~ production .of Ra).)i pulsasf; GtaJDS and. ~as. accounts 3,~450 

· -· ·,tofJD.ea in 19~_9J Thus•'i the~ p~c:~~ of pqlses 

;~o~ to ·t98a-a9 s1;;i:\ttet.ic of· pul.ses U. J0.1lOO :UilnesJl 



( . 

0~1 seeds can ··be JJ:leluded unda.r the. pdne&pal 

crops cateqory~1 Rape •. &staJ:'d a·m dOminant Cto.PS with 

an ~a of •J19 pe.r cen~~ in 198~99 tha pi'OdUC'tion was 
' ' 

3.:SOO ~s~~ Lin seed and glt'Ouad. rmt ·ranked ·secQBd pos1t..ton 
. . .. \' 

unde~ ttiis cJ:Ops With an azea of 19.'4J;4 par centJi the prcdue­

Uan was ~~)·60o tcnnes. J..n the same 'yr:Jar~' The· area UDBer 

sa~ is' 1~/08 per' eent w4tb' ~ pJ:Cdtlctton o! 900 t:onne~ 
Ull~~~--

$\leb-a$ OJ.Iiget:~$ Cbilllas~ Guli~} ~\ potato. a.rtd ~o 

a~ g~ .ift tb.is ~~1oqi~. . .· 

. .. . .. 

Generally the sow~g ee~sOft for tenaeed nee-field 
~- r 

ts· Ap~ay (flgtf.-2.4 )~ The g~- qpeDS towards Octobe·~•1 the. . . ., . . ::· . '-~ . . . . . 
,, 

bal:vest OCQUZS: q,S\lally 1n NO'O'emb@r qso De®tnbe~.t but tile season 
. . '. ..... . ~-

, { 

does not open UJ> to Jatl$1%¥-i 9o"t -J~t ·paddy seed 1s sown 
,. • -· ·• . !" ·:.. I . • . . \ •::~ ; • 

cm'ri.ng the .epn.ng ~~~ ~-many c~~- the. plant sp~'tlt J.n 

~t~J folJ.c;.wed .~ ~".by ~dit'Jl~. t~ g~itl ripens 1n July 
, '4 • : ,I , ; • •.' 

bUt s~Unes ~ ~~ing-~~,-~y-gc;.~s.lata as Sep!'.ember~· 
. . . ~ . : .. ;: : . .. . . _, ' .. 

. . 

nt.il$ts <loa,$ not.~:~~ to -~~~~he~ usU.a117 
. ~ . . . . . ' . : . "" .. 

is. sewn 1Q -~pd.~ ~~- ~-~ grp~ ~~ in ·~ or -JUly-r 



FOOD GRAINS 

CROP CALENDAR 

.LJo 

• 5ow·ng Ot 
M~~t 11. Corn 

fig:2.4 



tb.e· ba,:ves~ soon fallows.•i 1n th$ caee of MiS.ze.1 the· seed 

1& sOWn duJ.1.ng ·~am ~ hawested 4n \Nl.yJ. tn many pla.<!ea· 

Jd,lletr &s g~. ~!ml~sly witb ·Ma~! ~lu is gi'OWD 

<lUring ~h ~t ~: quite long to ripen fot it is tauvested 
:· .• · 

AS tegaxd$ the ~lees ~ a.te planted ltl May and 

haz:vested tn Deeemba.n SOya--beanS· aa:e. al~ gllOtiD' durtnq the 

same s~t wbUe Til &$ gt'«Ml . .ift.l\pdl and ~ted 1n 

~~rr~ ;tn ~ amsa of the· s~ .. gj.age~· :is g~ 1n •-=b 
but h~S~ 1n Janauq#, S\l.Qa%' cabS .·JA ~ bj;gblandS ts p~l$Dt2d 

j.n. M~ but harvest. occ.tP· 8$ 1a- @. ~J: o~ JaJtausyf! Po~to 
baS two se.asons.j the w.tnter potato SC!tm An oc~r is z,eady for 

haft'est by Janausy ol .reb~aft':J. swe~t potato tal(e& q\lite a long 

t.1rn$ and )la:V$8~ not UAUl Daeetrlbe~ SOWing .. o. jQbs,•' tear$ 

mlght. haVe ~en done fi'Om Janau;:y to Apd.l.~ ae.eoraJng to altl•· 

tudes-~ wb.S.).e r.al:vests tale,$· place Ull N'oovembe~~ LenWs sown 
' ' 

&•: a~- ea-.,.1 Olal7 lt?O)' gaptteer of Jnd1a NAGALAND;~ 
Kohima D.tstric~i <J99GJ:J'11nen- oi aagatan(t. ·p~I01.' 

?:: Ibid~: 

$~I aa~h.t lee_.~. :c,t.~t 

9;~t ~~~~h.:~:!:i! • .,"~!U$! !!;!!TPEEJ\ 
.·-.· •. '·:·-= 



··Otf1Jlg. to · tb$ vanauons· .SA a.ltitatla · £m:a plaee 

tO-~ and Othe~ ~®~1 ·facto.ts.· -·& uniform eJ:OI,' 
c·~.t ta ·no.t. £easJbJ.e!0 : cto;a.t.o9 ana· at:.ha&' vadit!OMl 

&~$ auo d.UfQ' fnm p1ace. to ·pla.ca·J Wha~ opplte$ 

·w ~l«>technft9· at s lo-~r altltud& ceJ\1\Ct be sata ·to fit 1n 

~: o~· ZUfthGbOt:a ames located at.·~ btgbe~ al.Ut:a.cte:s:.' 

:to:reove~; ~o:ne ~le eJ'Of>$ ~ch as B.d.ng:at.: 

~to. ~tQ.· -~ an<l P-1~98 o~~ w:hic:b- cannot aU 

ben~· bam baW tato- seasons a~··g:~ ln oae 'JE:l~- eonfoo-
. . . 

-~ t.o the suttJ'!1£U and 1dntec•' cmpp;- oi the foxner may ®t 

be essentially· the s~ ·as that q;,. -~·!a tter1.! PEu.~·aPS 
~a). ··ana gec)iog&c.al fee~§· wbleh aecoQnt:s f~ the 

dl~tse eeOD.QDic coDaltioM s.n: tb$_. eountry enbanees the. -cuita­

$1 d~Ka~ty ~t the _pecp·J.e a1~ 1~ ms~ u.pcm the 

~ Strt!etuJ;&~ 

~'be pepa;lat!on o£ N'ag&land -accorcU.ng t-oo 1991 cenmas 

1& ?f'•'-4.1930 wtth a &smsitr of 41 pe~ pe.:" ~ tt.~~ ·The· 
. ' • J ,;. st:l• u G1tpedencmg unptoacedent$d ~1'~ ftte ~ ~s 

·--. SOJO$ p:e.- •t .t.O· t9n.&l. til_~ ~t· 39:•68 pe• cent tn i.9~11ij 



~s pbel)OIDeQ.at~ g~. Jn- t.t\9· populaUon in a teglon wl$ 

iraqU~ #E'sct~ base' he$ senous insplA.e~~ a:s ·tegatds 

the c~g e.a,pacit¥ of .tbe ~J.cn •. An ovenhe:lmJ.ng majo~ltY 

of tile· popul~~- (84:~iS per c:ent) in Nagaland Uves 1n 1'u:ai 

a- (6$4,Jft•> tJ Most; os· ~- udlan pQp.llatien is conceft-ated 

!0 a feth t=owns· ~ eJ$ ~bi~~- MOJcQJccbung· and Dltnapur.~ -~ 
~-~ &ms~ty -Of popt\laUcm. 1s 47 pe~ &qtlate· lclloast.ta4 

Tbe· eultu("al pa~ le · dc;minatad by ~I'Otle t~J ... 

Notable ~9 ·~ -~ the Ao.·; sema..\ ~tba•1 Angamt~ .tt~.t 
9~~-C~SBQ9.ji $~~~-Changi./~~ Y.lmchQngez:., 

- . 

It has beell seett ~ tl}e· -~ az:e the lat-gest 

single Uibe t:onewea -b,y- the Aos,(_the, ,.Semas•· ~·~saaqa 
. . . . -

and theft- tbe ~~·•2 A.11 tbe tdbee! have: their own- $pedflc 

area of cesi.denca .• : KOb1ma dls~et ts tl\a nome of· the Angami$; 

C'baldle:sang•~ Z(!J,iJ,angs. -K\lld.~-. and· ~~ ~s live in the 

nOJ:tbecn and westem p~ of ·the dist.rs.ct while tile· Cbekhesange 
' -

live in the SOl.ltb-eaa.._ ·part~~ $!lase· two tribe$ ,~~ .ee~caUy 
-.-· ~ -' . . 

the mos~ ~lopea iD t:tagalsn<tJ \'bey am t:ha O!lly OBe.$· who 

pn.c~ tet:race eult;.lvauon aad dcub1a caopplng On a la~ 
scale tnt~ tb.ough located in higher a.l,.Utudes zones~¥ Reftglnas 

. . . 

inhabit the no.rt.baoaast:em and t.b~ zeUangs and: I<UlCis the nortbi-

. waste~ pans of the.• d~trtc•~~ · 



Molco~. ·atstl:tct is ebie#ly inhat»itea· by 

the ADS•: LQthas,~ semas and aengmaai Of· t.hese the ~os ~ · 

am tlie most p&'Cm1neot- tribe•i. have the bigbes~ .-ate of 

literacy 1n the: state· and ~- socially the most; p-'OgreSsiva 

irl.Nsgalandi TbSt are the most. numemU.s· tribe in the distrt.ct 

ana a~ spxeaa over its ·no~:balf., thouqb theh main. 
co,ncenu:ation is arouQd MokOltchung_ ~J ~--~t:llas live'at: 

,_ 

l<Nes- a).ts.tades and occupy most -of w~ d1Str14~ Tl\e semas 
. . 

inh1J).t~. some· o£ the centr:al. and ·SOl!!Jte~,~~- of ttokolcchul:t~' 
• .J 

' ·," 

,.,.·~ .· ... 

~imaptlt: &ft· the- t(~ district~ ~---··Samas a~:e just a little 

less than. the .AoS -and an: al;so ~- imz,ort.ant· td.baJ 

~J.Uip\sang ~StrJ.ct ~eb was ,a part. of· N·•a:q.AJ 

pl'e'V'~S].y~! ls· ~-- .h~ Of ~l' Cl\ar!gSi1 $angtamS,; Phdms 

and Y*Ji!uUged~ ~se are- r.ela~vely bat:kward Uibes.: The 

Konyaks- Cilre- ~- f~ the· mo$t; DWll9mus and live iD the north 

oi the dJ.s:tz:ic~ · Haweve~.- -_after· the ,c:~ation of son d1str1c1t 
_..~: - . ' . . :· ~ . . . . 

most of the ~ ana Pboms at&: ~ ~ound J.n MOllJ. The 

jb.wnlng techlli~es of th,ese trtbes a~ telatJ.vely ~r.lor~1 
. . 

'!bey .are not ~ry &Id.Ued J.n weaving and eon$e(tUently ·untU 

.teeentJ.y Uve<l a~$t n,aked~:: On. the -wnole-..- they are not as· 
· ha.rd'world.ng ·as _ ~ otheJ:'- Naga~~ Thla.t.~- cliet --t.s also scmm.fha.t 

inferior• wt ~-~ teason for. their· -l~·ssituda (and Jle·ing 

pxcne- t;o disea$a~).,_ i.e a(tdicti~ to ~~~:-erhi$ m.$Sfort.un~ was 



90li'Pi .. An the· ~11eys•1 an easy ~Y of co.nvolling ~se 

f!Rn\leJ: peoplG~ Yea#S o£ e>pium a&.iileti.en' bas eaten .into 

~ -~~:•~ .Stadkati<m ·~ ~s habJot is the main p~lein 

in thiS a~J, 

J'. Challg~1 sang~1 V~blftge·r~~ tc:h9~l !YI ~~w:(J.!I,L_"' .. 
e"'l111n ~ ' ft~,feJt...:· !tve . ·:t~ ._: .~ • . ..e_c;w"'f.en._'Yt .. ~dL . t!>J 

· the $eBta wblcm boJL.tle;-s BUJ:ma J s~ · cf the eastern· t.rlbes' 

ine.J:u&lng 'ltonyaks are very cJ.()se tO·l)uzma bot:ae~ and .do bav& 
. . 

mat.r.tmon~ ana ldnsbS.P zelattons: ~tb ·'the vi.ll~s on tha 

Buena side~t r· . 

•' 

'fb$. tribes aze nQt ~Ol1~o4 E.$Ch tribe speak$· 

·1ts · ·<swn tlt&ttnc' dealect . .i! MeiQbe.~· oi one ta,be. can eonrnuniea~ 

wit.b · 'tbc$9 of ·Othe# tribes· only · tbtcu.gh· Hagamese o.1f· among the 

mo~l edUcated through Bng.l,ish•i Eac::b UJ.2:)e bas t.rad1tionSti arid 

customs Which are peculiarly tbel#' .) theu moa.e· of ~sing;;· 

s·ongs and dances.~ ~lago~l CUStom$ aU d&ffer.1 



-~ .. 

DISTRIC~WISE PERCENTAGE P()PULATION ·AN?' DE~ITYi~ 1981, 

$1~' · Distric~ 
zqo.t 

Population · $ Density 
pe~ 
Sq~ Krne1 

lil • 
~·~ 
3 !j •· 
4~~ 

5~ ~-

6.? 
?of 

lCOhima 

Phek 

Wokba 

ZU$BbotQ 

Molcokchung 

Tue~ang 

~on 

~AND 

2,'i50.!105 

10#,~618 

61 ~161 •• 
1•104.}193 

1,;S2#i232 

78.1938 

.:--:-.. 
. . . : -9. -i).t, 1 
. . . ., ...... 

,_, '; . 

.•. ,·,·7~'99 

"~!i!it:: 

62 

35 

49 

65 

36. 

44 

4' ' 

MoJcolce~ng dist.J:ict has ·the: h;i;ghe.st dens!~ with 
. . ~~ " 

65 persons per ~qu~ ld.lometre.:ZUll;Jleb9to di:striet 49 persons 
· .. ·· . ' 

" per sq. Jan,. Mo~ 44 perflons p~r sq. ~! Tuensang 36· person$ per 
. . . . . . 

~q~' km., and Wolqla and. Phek district$ . Tflt1th. ~- lowest of 3 5 persons 
.. · .. ''. ~ . .'. 

~r sq. km~ each.~\- T·bough Nagal~nd i$.·c~.tacte.ri;zed by enormous 
•, . ·• -. - . . : . . '. . ... . ~ . . . . 

d~fferencef;J 1n altituP,et(. t~ densi~_-pattern_$. d9 not show a. very 
. . -~ -~·: ~ ·. ' . . . . 

1·., ·. 

Mosi; !l.aga vil~ages axe_ ~~~-si,zedi} usually compact: 

in for{O. and a~ situated·~ the h1i-i#,~,•1 Dist~(ltton of se~tle­
ments 1;$ lar.ge.:t~ eyen~fr Exceptj.ng ~ . f~~. J?~a:iQ, ~reas of Dimapur 1n 



the SCtitba~tJi Nagin.aznc.,~ in tne ~-~u~ of tbe state 

. and- around T~t s.n the no~stE!-tn pan the «'££t!!J:en~s 

• J.n pbysic::al cnaraetert.s~ee are ttialtj~al- and so the_ Settientent 
'1.• 

., :;_• 

·;; .. 

. ,· '··. 

!)efore the adVent of Brt:t!:ih. e.dmini&t;.raUoni that 
,. . ·.' : . ·. . . ::: : :' . ~e/.t.pe,.,.dtm"f-

ls till 1876.! the Nagas WEJt:e liv1ng.~-J;~.~touti.1sta_tes~l They 
... : ~ -.. 

we~ mote or lees i,ndependent ... in ~~.~ ~cono:ny except for ~alt . . . . ·-.·.- . - -· 
•• ,• • •0 

.. ·. 

· tbek p~ces :such as crtUlt.ainqe~~,.q-~toni~ ~ru:stard seed$;,-

dec:orate4 $J>etlX'• Naga sn&Wl etc• w.t~: ~1~ <nm- villages 'they : ,_ 

seldom sold or putchaaed anything:~:- :t:n.~ if neeees1 ty arose for 
: . ·: _.-· ·. 

..... . 

was no money in cireulatJ:on.' of e()i.l~:: ~9 some tribes# 

notabl~ camong. the Ao,- -thElt:e was a t,t;i#t: .. •cf eur.rency 1cno1m as 

'Cba))J.l£'.~ Xt was a ;.:Siender p~~a·:~~;L~ va~- fcom S.Oa2$. em. 
'·(::.-~-:- . . 

ill ~gtn• Gold or $1.lver ot' coppeJi .c;O;tna of pre-an tisb period 
' .. ,.·. 

- .. 

was no.t ~own h~re. L~se 'Kap~•- O.# •cowri • were e1lso 

not 1tl u~!~2 

Sarlier there was very little trade oxeept some 

J.n beadS ari~ Sb$lls~. Each houae-holcl pJ:.bauced: praet.lcally .Ql 

it; needed tbe. ~ being quite simple and there was haftlly any· 

1a:., ll~ ~~- Gosh (1.982).t. }i1sto!X of.- Nasal&ndf! Se;~ Chand. Conrpaoyll 
New l)ell'll.:_ P•- 248-., · 
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suzplus for disposal. Money as a aedium of exchange was 

introduced only during the second World War.' Prior to that, 

the denominations of wealtb were the extent of land or the 

number of mithUns and C:attle which.~ individual possessed.t
13 

Apart from- SUbsistence agriculture,; household 

industries and arusan p~uction has been an important limb 

of eeonond.c life of Na.ga people~f 'fhi*l. is abvious in a self• 

contained and self subsistence econOmy in which most of the 

eoncumption is actually produced by 'Ghe members within the 

co~i ty•- ThUs •. artisan production 1n weaving•: ·carpentry,· · · 

blac~smithing, basketry and production ~f many household imple­

ments bas been x-esponsible in ke.eping botb the sexes absorbed 

1n wo%ic~; Il we see the sexual div~~·t aen are exclusively 

engaged in basketry• carpentry.ol:ackS:mithinq and production of 

many ~sehold implements; while women are exclusively engaged 

in artisan production of weaving and Jcnitting:~ 

Fomst is basic to tribal life;~~-~ has traditionally 

provided the oppo~ni ties of hunting activity to people apart 

from 1,ts utility in tA9rms of gathering of fuelwood~~ other forest 

prodace and grazing of animals ew~~:~ 



DOmestication of animals becomes essential as an 

econond.c support in a· region where agriculture 1s pri.miti\le· 

in natu:reit(. cattle raising is impo~t. for a_ varried reasons'ii 

ranging from assistence in agriculture to getting milk and 

b~f. Other animals include pigs and· poultry, mainly for cQn•. 
·--

sumpt,J.on. care for domestic ani:nals constitute an important 

area of wo.Dc in a traditional sphere of ec;tmomi.c activity.1 

2-~11 CONCLUDING STATEMENT a 

The eco·logy of the study area and the socio-economic 

o·rganisation of the people living ~r:e makes an interesting case 

fot: study of. the work patterns in ttie .state.- Ttie economic respon­

ses of di.££ere'nt Naga tribes exhibit significant economic di.ffe-

-rences on account of various ecological factors of terrain•1 The 

nature of topography and other agl'O<l$;matic conditions are not 

suited for intensive agriculture:e.i Howe~r,. the tribes here have 

responded to tle difficult. environment by adjusting to it through 

shifting cultivation in the slopes or terrace.'and settled culti­

vation whexever the topOgraphy pe.tmi ts ·it.~ Naturally agrieul ture 

is only oriented towards subsistence food production.· a0 wever,1 · 

the agrarian produce is 1nadequa'Ue ·to- meet the full demandQ of 

the population and the ·tribes have .. traditionally depended on 

other natural resources to meet their requirements.; Abundance 

of forest resources has been an important source of lJ.vel.ihood . . . 

and work for most peopJ.e;~t The state is experiencing unprecenderhd-ed 

growth in population,~.This· factor provides challenges to the 
···.: 





SPATIAL VARIATION IN THE STRUC'IU RE OP t10RKFORCE 

3.,.-1 INTRODUCTORY S'+'ATEMENl' I 

T.be strw.:ture of the workforce is analysed at 

the aggregative level using the Census of India da~ for 

the year 1971 and 1981e An attempt has been made to examine 

the diffe·rences in the male and female workfoJ:Ce• r-1oreover•t · 

the chapter also provides insight into inter-tribal·diffe..;. 

rences in th~ structure of workforce using village level data 

for selected circles. which. are in fact exclusively inhabited 

_by a particular Naga t-ribe. The village level - data is ·used 

as it is at this level that the true .picture emerges Which. is 

free from the problems of excessive spatial aggregation.1 

3 •'2 DISTRIDU'l'ION OF WORKF<RCE 1 AGSREGATE PXarORR I 

Despite a poor agrarian base, agricultural activities 

constitute the main opportunity of work for the people of 

Nagaland •. The 1981 cenSus recorded 306.·079 main workers of a 

total population of 7.;74i930 consti.tu·ting nearly 40 per cent 

(39.;49) of the total population of the state, out of which · 

over 84 per cent were engaged in agriculture alone (fig.~,3.~1).\ 

'l'be proport.ton of workers in the total population in the year 

1971 was a little higher,. i.e •. nearly 51 per cent (fig. 3.1); 

A little less than 80 per cent \"tere returned as agricultural 

workers •. A higher percentage. of workers and lovrer .overall pal:'i-
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tieipation in agricultural wotk in 1971 may largely be 

attributed to changes in the definition of t'forkers in the 

t\ro success! ve censuses~: 

1.;, The Census of 1971 defines a •worker• as a person 
whose main activity is participation in any econo­
mically productive work by bis physical or mental 
activity,• Work involves not only 'actual ·work but 
effective supervision and direction of work •. ~ 

on the other hand, according to 1981 census a •worker' 
is a person whose main ac~vity is participation in any 
econornically,productive work physically or mentally, 

, works but effective supezvision and direction of work. 
The following points are also taken into c:onsideration 
to treat a person as a wor~er during 1981 censusa' 

(1) A person who normally works but has been absent 
from work during the reference period (i.e. during 
the last one year prior to the date , of enumeratio,t) 
on account of illness, holidays temporary closure,1 
strikes etc-., is treated as engaged in the work he/ 
she woul.d otherwise have been doing but for his/her 
temporary absence., · 

(11) A person under training Such as apprentice wi ttl or 
Without stipends or wages is treated as worker.~ 

(j.ii) 1 A person who has merely ~en offered but has not 
actually joined yet, is a worker.~ 

(iv) A £ull time public service or· a/ full time po·titleal 
worker~ who is also actively engaged in furth~ring 
the political activity of his/her party is{"ti-e&~Cf 
as a worker.~ · 



According to 1981 Census~! a slightly higher 

proportion of women retumed as main workers compared to 

their men counter-part. ·p.round 41 per cent of all women were 

•workers• \mile the corresponding. figure for the men was only 

38.11 per cent., The female participation rate in agricul'b.1.ral 

activity ~s a little more than that of males. About 95 per cent 

of all female workers and 73~5 per cent of all male' workers 

reportedly worked as main workers J.n agriculture in 198l.i Thus. 

the most ~-~~t;ltj_~ctivity is agriculture in the state which 

occupies 72•'36 per cent of the working foree.i 

The development of ·agriCultural wage market ~ ~is 

tribal region is not yet developed as evident from the negligib~ 

proportion of worker«J engaged as agricultur~l labourers (Table 

3.~1 and 3.:2) • . ' . 

Though the region is trell known for household indus­

try;•' the census data does not reflect i t•. This is due to .ca~ 

rizing worlcers on the basis of their main work:~' Since household 

industries are not perceived -as main 't'IOrk by most members.-· it 

accounts for a negligible proportion of both men and women 

~a1n workers. 



Table 3.-1 

.< 

!~GALA.ND : INDUSTRIAL OIS'l'RIB:JTION OF tvORi<EHS - 1981 

' 

Categories Percentage to total workers 

Population r-tale i Female • 
' • 

Percen~ge of HorKens;;to 39.49 38.-lf 41.10 
total popu~ation 

1-.· Cultivators 83.85 73 •. 49' 94.;99 . 
2~. Agricultural labourers. 0.31 0.44' oiha-

.. ., 

. 3.~. Household Industry o.23 ~ 0.119 0.27 

4. Other workers 15.59 25,87 3'4.'5~ 

s. Marginal Workers Oe'62 . o.'S9 0.'6!? 
' 

6. Non-workers 43~88 41.35 46;aq 

source a Census of India#. 1981,: 



Nl\.GALAND : INDUSTRIAL DISTRIB~JTION OF ',f;QRKERt3 1971 

categories Percentage to total workers 

Population Male • Female 
I 

Percentage of workers to so.75 55~ 55 45~24 
total population 

1•· Cultivators 77;.58 64~:21 96;"44 

2". . . Agricultural labourers le.45 1;61 1.23 

3. Li~ stock-.. fomstry. 0~40 0;65 0~'06 
fishing., hunting etc.-

. 
4• Mining and Quarrying 0.03 0.05 o.oo 

-· s. nousehold industry o •. 3o 0.49 0~ .. 04 

6. Other than Household o.a3 1.38 o.1o7 
indi.lStry 

7.• Construction i.25 2.:12 0.02 

a.; Trade and commerce 1.~80 3;01 o~·lo 

9. Transport-. Storage and 0.91 1.'54 0.02 
communication 

1o. Other services 15.44 24.95 2.''02 

11.; Non-workers 99 .• 25 44.;45 54.76 

source I census of India •. 1971. 



A substantial proportion (i.e.- 15.6 per cent) -
of the workforce is engaged in non-agrlcultural wo.t'ks exclu­

ding household industries. The women. however. have very small 

proporti.on of male worltforce (over a quarter) is engaged. in 

non-agricultural activities.~ 

The structure of the wotkforce is highly nan-diver-

sified. This is understandl.able in a region dominated by the 

tribal population characterised bY. subsistence agrarian economy 

typical o£ all hill areas., A substantial segment of mal.e work­

force. ho't~ver. se~ms tq have shifted out of agricultural 

activity. while the women continue to be absorbed by this. single 

occupation. 

3-.3 DISTRICT L£VE!L PATrERNS 1 

It is clear from table 3.3 and fig.o 3•2 - 3.4 that 

both male and female participation rate varies greatly across 

districts. The overall participation rate ranges from 58 per 

cent in Mon to 41 per cent in r1okokchung. The district level 

pattem shows little relationship t~ith altitude• The male 

participation rate is as high as 61~ 72 per cent in r1on district.; 

The lowest level of male participation is observed in Wokha 

district (~. 43.34 per cent)~'-



6U 

T.he female participation -rate is uniformly l~r 

than tbat of the males in. all the di$tricts. But the diffe"'!' 

J:enUal is marginal is Tuensang, Wokha,; Ztmheboto and Phek. 

The largest differential is. observed in I<ohima,, the district 

with the highest level of urbanisation ('!'able 3.3). 

In te.tnlS of t.~ structure of the workforce, there · 

is an overwhelming concentration of t-TQrkers in the owner cul­

tivator category ~ollowe.d.by'other \v6rkers1 Thera is, however, 

significant inter-district variation. Kohima with a high level . . 

of urbanisation sh~~s substantial shift to:nori-agricultural 

occupations. 'l'he only other distrj.ct. which shows ·such a shift 

·but to a lesser extent is Mokokchung whe.re about 30 per cent 

of the \.fOr"lt{force has been engaged in non-agricultural 'work~1 

It is evident, however,. that this shift to non-agri­

cultural activities has a gender beas_.' only the males seem to 

respond -to works outside agricultUm.: t'lomen continue tO be 

overwheL'Tiing1abso.rbed in ~rorks available within ·agrarian sector.~ 
Kohima and Mokokchung are the only exceptions. where a signifi­

cant 1.1 per cent and 8 per cent women work in the non~grarian . 

sector respectively. 
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Table 3.3 

W\.GALAND 1 lNDiJS'rRI.AL DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS (OISTRICT-~-liSE) 1981 

Districts Workers Cu 1 ti vat.Ors Agricultural H.H. Industry Other 
labourers workers 

1. Mokokchung T. 41.01 T. 69.02 T. o.:6s T.' 0.69 T. 29.64 
M. 45.38 M. 53.67 t·1. 0.'90 M. o.a1 Me 44.62 
F. 36.19 F. 90.26 ·p. 0.'29 F. o.~sa F. 8.93 

2. Kohima T. 44. 69' T. 56.'14 T. 1. 79 T. 0.69 T. 41.37 
t-1. 53.9 M. 40.98 M. 2e32· M. 0.68 M. 56.12 
F. 33.03 F. 87.66 F. 0.70 F. 0.75 F. 10.89 

3. Tuensang T. 51.81 T. 83.06 T. 0.23 'l'' Oa'OS T •. 16.-:62 .. 
M. 53.37 t-1. 70.74 . 14. o.~27 M.: 0.'11 Me 28.99 \:1) 

F. 50.06 F. 97.i79 P. o.·118 F. 0.'05 F .. f.t1.97 ...-
4.· Wokha T. 42.53 T. 76.93 T. o.:19 'l'. p.lJ6 T. 22.51 

M. 43.34 M. 60.38 M. 0.;19 M. o.·:s1 M. 39.;·9a 
F. 41.65 F. 95.68 p.· o.··19 F. o:2o F. 3.92 

s. zunheboto T. 45.57 T. 77.79 T. o.~3s T. 0.37 T. 21.49 
t1. 47.29 M. 63.21 M. o.·36 M. 0.39 M. 36.03 
F. 43.70 F. 94e13 F. o.·33 F. 0.34 F. 5.19 

6. Phek T. 52.01 T. 80.84 T_. 0.18 T.; 0.14 T. 18.84 
M. 50.52 M. 66.01 M. o•\24 M. o • .1s M. 33.59 
F. 53.71 F. 96.81 F. o.~12 F. 0~'12 F.: • 2•'95 

7. Mon T. 58.03 T. 83.46 T. 0~)66 T. o •. 17 T.~ 15.71 
M. 61.72 M. 72.'42 M.· 1.07 M. ,;;0.;21 M.' 26.'.29 
F. 53.79 F. 98.02 F. 0.'12 F. o.12 F. 1 .. :75 

source 1 Census of India. 1981•: 



Kohima is also the only district where wage labour 

in agricul~~re is a significant 2 per cent of all male 

workers •. In. all other districts., development o~ wage lab~r 

in the agrarian sector is largely non-existent. The males 

axe far more numerous in the small category of agricultllral 

labourers. 

·The· involvement in h6u5ehold' industries is identical 

to· the state-level pa-ttem. There is. v.ery li tt1e inter-district 

variation in the proportion of workers employed in this sector. 

"The· district· level' pattern· sho~rs that .any shift from 

agricultural w,ork is .tQwprds_ ~he, te~:!-a~ ~c~_vi ties. The role 

of altitude seems less prominent to forces of utbanisation.1 

3.4 CIRCLE - LEVEL ~ATTE~~S • 

. ':~;he table 3. 4 provides infomations pertaining to the 
• \ I '> .. 

extent of variation in the structure of workforce for a few 

selected circles (fig. 3.5). All these circles are represented 

by an exclusive concentration.of a particular tribe. The 

pat.tern at the circle ·level shows far more· clearly,_ the ethnic 

·variation in the· structure of. NOr'kforce. 
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It is evident from the table 3.4 that there is a 

greater equality in the participation rates of the two sexes 

at the circle level selected for study. In fact, the females 

are more economically active than their.male counterparts 

among the Chakhesang, Lotha and Angamis. On the other hand, 

the participation rates tend to be identical between the sexes 

among the Chang, and Semas. Among the Konyaks, the male work 

participation is only marginally higher than that of their 

female counterparts. The work participation rate is_almost 

uniform among the tribes living in hig~er altitudes. These are 

Angamis, Changs, semas and chakhesangs. But the tribes in the 

lower altutude.exhibit greater variation in their work parti­

cipation rates. The Konyaks located in the foothill zones shOll/ 

an extremely high participation rate among both the sexes, but 

Aos and Lothas located .:i,.n s~milar altitudinal levels have much 

lower participation in work. Female work-participation rates 

among the Aos is extra-ordinarily 10\v (~. 31 •. 49 per cent). 

Except for the Aos, where less than half of all male 

workforce in engaged in agr.:i,.cul tural work, the male workforce 

in all other tribes is concentrated in agriculture. The concen­

tration in agrarian sector is partie .1larly high among the 

Changs located in higher altitudes. The shift of the male workers 

to non-agricultural work is significant among the Aos and to a 



Table 3.4 

NA.GALAND t INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBJTION HORKERS IN SELECTED CIRCLES 

Norkers Cultivators .i\gricul tural Household Other 
labourers industry workers 

Circles Tribes !'1 F M F M F M F M F 

l. Tuli Ao 47.10 31.49 48.89 90.84 0.5.6 0.26 0.19 - 50.36 8.'89 

2. Jakhama Angami 53·.46 55.13 67.86 97.19 0.53 0.02 0.41 0.46 31.55 2e''72 

3. Noksen Chang 49.08 49.49 88.12 98.79 2.09 - - - 11.69 1.15 

4. Ai tep~ . . Lotha 38.13 43.65 81.17 97.73 - ·- 0.50 0.44 18.33 1.'93 
.0 yong 

·<0 
.. - ~ 

5. suruhoto sema 49.98 48-.86 81.~19 96.16 o."l3 0.25 -· - 18.'68 3.'59 

6. chizami Chakhe- 48.71 60.92 81.64 97.96 - - 0.'04 - 18.33 2.:04 
sang 

· 7. cham- Konyak 66.88 63.59 83.07 99.38 1.06 - o.19 - 15.68 o.'62 
pang 

source 1 Census of India. 1981.· 
-·---~ ... ._ .. _ 
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lesser extent among the Angamis.: The fem?le workforce is 

almost ~c~usively concentrated in agricultural produetion. 

This is in spl te of enomous differences in altit~de and 

their aff~l~ation to a particular tribe.· 

Th~ phen~on of wage laboU·r·in agriculture is nearly 

. absent~~ Not even .a single wo.rker tfas· returned as an agricultural 

labourer among the Chal(hesang and Lothas•. A significant 2.1 per 

cent of the male. workforce is engaged: in agrlcul tural wage 

eaming among tne Chang tribe~· The p~portion is a little over 

1 per- cent among . the Konyaks.oii-~ 

.. 

Household industry does not record even a single worker 
. . 

among the Changs and Semas._.,. Except the Angamis and Lothas~i no - . " / 

other selected circles did~ have a single woman worker· 1il house• 

hold industries.:-.. 
·(· 

The non~agricu.ltural sector excluding: household in~stry 

absorbs a sJ.gnificant l1 to 19 per ~nt of the -male workforce 

among the Changs~ Lothas~;. sema~~· c~ldlesang$ and· Konyaks · 
' . ··.: . ~. ' . 

C.'l'able 3:~4) ~ The shi£1; .. to non~grieu·l tural work is marginal 

among the changs loca1;ed in the higher al tftu.de .and among the 
I<onyak~ livtpg in lowe~ al~ 'b:ldes~ Whil;:e an overwh91IQing .. P~; 

portion (50"'36 pe,r cen.tl. of the Ao. male·. wo·~force· has shi __ ;:ted 



away from· ag d.cul tural work I the proportion is aa high as 

31-.~ss per cent among the Angamis,,.1 The former group is located 
' ' in the foot~hilla~/ while the latter lives at a higher altitude~! 

·:'' 

Even at the circle level,,, the influence of topography 

on the work participation rates and its structure seems less 

important compaJred to !,\lther soci~conomic fadtors·•1 

3.5 INTER - TRIBAL DIFFERENCES •.VILLAGE LEVEL PATTERL~S 1 

The analysis of the . structure qf workforce . at the 

sta~ district or even circle levels suffer from various < ,. 

degrees of agg~gation~, It is at the village laval that 

significant features of variation emerges mora sharply arid 

clear 1 y,!-·: 

The analysis of participation rate et the village level 

(Table 3,~:5) shO'I!IS • further accentuation in the extent of worlc 

participation rates-both among 1\Ullles and females~': There are as 
. . l· many as 30 villa~es (37•.~4~ percent) with male .participation 

rate ranc,Jin~ between 40 and so~:~~:it?.~nt ,J, The female participa­

tion rate ·is between 40 and 50 per cent in a quarter of all 

villages~. In villages~: about half .of ·all the male participation 

rate exceeds 50 per cent.~ In case of,. female~ •.. their participa.i 

tion flate exceeds SO per cent in· about~ 58 pe;r·~,rt~·.villages . .J · 
... : ••. • ~·- I-:. 



·~ 

Table 3.5 

INTER-TRIBAL VAR~TION IN PERCENTAGE OF MAIN ~rlORI<ERS TO TOTAL POPULATION 

s . .requency Of V J.llages .:; 

ca teqory T\111 Ja](hama Ai tepyong : suruhoto Nolcsen Chizatni champang Total 
(%} (Ao) (Angami) (Lotha) · ,(sema) (Chang) (Chakhe- (Konyalc) 

sang) 

M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M P 

< 20 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 .· 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 2(2J47) 5(61-17) 

2o-3o o o ·O o 1 o o. 2 o .o ~ o o 1 2 (2~~~7> 3.(3:.17o) 
....... 
c- 30.40 0 0 0 ~ 3 1 1 1 0 . 1 3 1 o: 1 7(3.~64) 6(7;141) 

40..50 7 5 3 3 2 4 s 3 7 3 6 l 0 1 30(37}04) 20(24~)69) 
I 

> so 1 0 10 9 0 1 .:7 7 4 1 s 13 13 10 40 (49 .• ~39) 47 (58~102) 

Total 8 a 13 ~3 6 6 13 13 12 12 15 15 14 14 81 at 
number of. 
villag~ 

.. . .. ~ 
Source 1 Census of· .India.;i 1981~J 
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.It is clear from· the table that the extent of 

·variation in female ·-pal:'tlcipation dlte is much higher compared 

to tba1;; of the males:•. Significantly•• in about 10 per cent 

v~llages,~. the proportion of female· ma!n wor}ters is as low 

as be.low 30 pe.~ cen~=~ such a low leve:L of participation among 

males is confined to fewer vill.ages~; !.:.!.:• only 5 per cent • 
.... 

In as many as 7 A.o Vil).ages~. the male workers constiwte 40.50 . . . 

par cent of their population•· Fe~l~ wot'kers account for 40..50 

per cent 'Of theit: popilation in 5 villages!~ HoweveJ:', there is 

one· villag~ where male participation rate is above SO per cent. 

Jn out of 8 V:~llagas the female participation rate' is lower 

than 20 per c::ep t•~ 
. .. ... 

The tl¥1:1e p~c4ipa~on ra.t.e · snows little variation 

across Ao.f,! ~a~: ~d 5ema ·~i,l·lages~ AmOn9 · the L()tha-s . and 

·cnangs the mate. pa;ti,e~:tion #a~ shOW$ Btibs.tantia1 variation 
.,, . .. . .· . . 

f~ ollje v-illage t.o the. otheri The ~tent. of. ·.~ar$.at-1on 1~ 
. ' . 

1 '·!· 

pernaps ~at;. co~sp4C\olQ\18 k ~h~ ·vJi~~ages izmabited -by the 
. :: . . ,. . . 

. ·· .. 

~~sang ~~~· The ~n¥8~ t;.J:i.be .$h~ws. a: corqpte.te~y di-fferent .·.. . . . . . . •( .. ,. . . . . . '-·, . 
'. 

1).~~- .a v~ h~g~. ~-~ _pa.;,:tJ.e:ipa·t4oil: r~~- a\ ·le_qilt one village 

. "~ #E>l(t ~!~Bl,e lliam. ~~fBfr ~ ·~~~· ~. Z.G P,.r -~ 
.. ..·._ 



,.., ·~ 
I ~. 

sx~y lov participatio~ rate (below 20 per cent) 

among females is confined only to Ao,· .. chang and Konyak tribes.' 

Female p~t.ic.i.pation rate shows sub~tantial variation across 

villages among al-l the -tribes~ the most prominent being the 

Konyaks~:- the Changs ~d the semas-.• ·,-~ extent of variation in 
-

female pa~ci.pation rate is minimuiil' in. the viliaqes inhabited 

.by the AngcunJ.~ _ 

.. 

In Angami ·v-illageS:~, -no v~,l:lage has less than 40_ ~r 
. ·- . . 

cent Of males main WOJ:'kerSz~!. MOre than -~c;llf ~~f the ma~es are 
returned as main worlce~ in 10 out of l3 villages_._.; In only 3 

. . . . . . . . . 

villages the ~le pal;tic~pation ra~ varies between 40.50 per 

cen~, In . the case of ~en;Klle · ~articip~tion ~a~'- there is ·only 

l vill~ge in- the -3~0 perf cent ca~gOI)'{t, -3 v~llages in 4()-.50, 

per cent categoxy and a var;y high cmi:ceritration of 9 villages 

in ~e category of 50 peJ; ceQ.t anq mo@:-! 

I ' 

There is n,o v;llage ~, LOtha_are~_where the male 

worke_rs con~titute" less ~an: ~0 pe-:r;- 6;erit or more than so par cent 

. ot :thei,r total ·.popu_l_ation.<t: Fe~aie wor~~rs are ~:t'e· than 30 per 
. . . '. . ' ' ... · ' . . . 

cent of. ~e,ir popu-la~on in all -~ viilages~~-

.. In most. 5~ villag~s ln ~u.~oto. eire~ o·f: Zunheboto 

d.istrict ~re ~an 40 "per ceAt Of th¢ mclles are z:etu~ as 
. . . 

. . .. ~ . -



male ~d ~emale wor~rs constitute over half of their total 

population~ Only 3 villages haw female workers in 40.50 per 

The Ch.ang villages of Tuensang district. reveals 

a highly uneven pattep1 for bot:Jl male ant; female workers.:· .I.n 

7 villages (58~!-33 per cent) the male workers constitute 40.50 
- . 

per cent of· their populat$on'- w~~~.~; in as many villages the 

female p~cipation·. ~ate ~s ·more :~an ~ per cent:!:* 

-
· Amcmg the Cllalt.he:3ang' male ~~ticipation rate -is 

distributed iri all t;he percentage .c~~o~~es: excePt below 

20 per cellt~ A. ve_r;y ~gil p~o.tt~O!l--o# the female po~lation 
. . . . . 

. . 

·. · (aboVe. 59 per c~t) 4s. ~tAped a~ ~~ wo~~~ ¥1 13 P-tt ot 

:t4 vili~sl~~-
. . . ~'. 

·t-lost-~ony~ v_~_llage~ (.~~.;~·:t··of':i4) ~Q.ow a_·very high: 

(above .. so ~r ce~i;.). rgal;e -~J;t4c~~~· ;fate~ on~y .-~- ·village 

.. with ~e worke~ ln be~ow: ~0 "·~ c:efjt ·eat8gory~- Ill tlle case 

·.of f.entale~ the ·p~ictpat~Oli. ,fa~:. is ·~J;e·:~~- le~s ·the;. a~ 
as tllat Gf the ·ma~es~. Iita·~· rqany· as l:O -:~~ 9f 14 v~l~ages the 

. ·.. . -.. . . 

... ~ . 

'' 

--. 



Xn terms of the concentration of male and female 

womers in the cateqory of owner-cultivatox:s• it is evident 
. . . 

from. the table 3~6 that the t-romen workers are almost exelusively 
.. 

found in. agricultural occupations and tl1ere .is 1.1 ttle variatiQn 

across villages or atnorig tribSs. In. only little less than 90 

per cent .of villages, over 90 par eent women workers cul ~vate . . . . . . ' . . ' . 

their o~m field as their main wotfto concentration of male 

workforce .i.ri agri.eultural_work, hOt-JeVer. shot-rs_ substantial 
J 

variatiOl,'lS across villages and. among di.fferent tribes. 

'l'he female cultivatorS a~ fmt emly in three villages.· 

·These are located in Konyak .dominated Champang Ci.rCle (withU · 

less than 10 pez;- cent separatedly ·engaged in agricultural .and 

· A-ngaml dOlninated Jakhama circle (td.th 10..20 per cent in a.gr1-

culture) .. c.·· 

on the other hand#· the proportion ·of· male workforce 

engaged as c~tl tivators is less than 20 par cent in as mamy as 

6 villages· distributed in three circles, .L.2.• Tuli, Champang 

and Moksen. None of the villages 1n the remaining circle recorded 

such a 10\'"J porportion of male cultivators. Excessive concentra­

tiOn (above 70 per cent) of male t>10rkforce in cultivators catego­

ry is confined to the KonyakS (11 out of 14 villages) the changs 

(10 out~ of 12 villages) the Semas (11 out of 13 villages) and 

Lotbas (S out of 6 villages).;: The patte.m in Ao and Angami villa• 

ges show a highly uneven d.istrtb~ttion of mal~ t~tkforce in 

cultivators cat.egol:'J~ 



Tabl~ 3lil!i-6 

PERCENTAGE OF CULTIVATORS TO TOTAL WORKERS (village level) 

Ci;ltegory Tuli Jakhama A1 t.epyong slitulioto Noksen Chizami Champang Total 
(%.) ~o) (l>.ngam1) (Lotha) (sema) (Chang) (C:hakhe sang) (Konyak) 

M 1! M F M F M F. M F M F M F M F 

<10 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 o· 1 o· 0 0 1 1 5(6.~17) .1 (1.]23) 

lo-20 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1(1•i23) 1(1.123) 

2o-so 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 .Q 1 0 3 0 0 0 7(8~~64) 1(1.'-23) 

so-7o 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0'. 0 
.. 

0 0 0 0 1 4(4~194) 0(0) 
·~ -
{~· 70..90 1 1 9 1 4 1 4 1 1 0 ., ~ 1 1 ' 27 (33~\33) 6(7 ~~\41) 

> 90 3 5 1 12 1 5 7 1·2 9 12 5 14 10 12 36(44.~44) 12 csa)ag) 

Total a 8 13 13 6 6 13 13 12 12 15 15 14 . 14 sic 81 
Nuniber 
of villa-
ges.~ 

source a Census of India.. 1981 ;t 



3.52 AGRICVLTURAL LABOURERS i 

Table 3.7 reveals the marginal important of wage-based 

agricultuR;, in most villages. In about 83 per cent villages.: 
·. 

there is not even a single mcsle member xetumed as agricultural 

labourer:.,; The proportion of ·villages with no female agricultural 

labourers is even higher - i.e. 95.'06 per cent.- There are extre-
~ . 

mely few villages· found only in TU:J,i.i suruhoto and Jakhama. 

where less than 2 per cent female workers worked for wages in 

the agricultural sector. 

- -
However._, theJ:e is a significant development of waqe 

mar~t for the male agricultural workers among the r<onyaJ<:s. At 

least one village 1ft the selected circle has more than 10 per 

cent male workforee dependent on agricultural wages. There are 

two Ao villages and one more Konyak village wheJ:e the agricul­

tural labourers among the males account for 5-10 per cent of 

the total male \-Torkforce. One village each in Jakhama and Noksen 

has 2-5 per cent of the male workforce en.gaged_ as agricultural 

labourers .•. " 

Though the number of villages with ral~tively high pro­

portion of agricultural labourers is low <!!.• 6 out of 81 pilla­

ges) 1 the emergence of agricultural wage labour 1il an essentially 

tribal area has far-reaching ~lications_. Not only it is con­

fined to only a few tribes~-, 1 t also suggests landlessness and 

poverty for a segment of the population~~ 



.J/0 

~~-

Table 3.'7 

PERC:ENTAGE OF AGRICULl'UR~ LABOURERS TO TOTAL WORKERS 

(Village level) 

Ccategory 'i'Ull · JaKliiina -A1tepyong-~s~ruhoto Noksen chlzarill ch.ampang Total 
(%) (A.o) (Angami) (Lotha) (Semal (Chang) (Chakhesang) (I<onyald 

M F M F l1 F M F .M F t-1 F M F M g 
...... 

0• 4 6 9 12 6 16 1!' 12~··. 11 12 .15 15 11 14 67(82.172) 77(95.106) 

0- 1 3 0 1 t• 0 0 1 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 (4.~94) 2(2~\~7) 

1 .... 2 1 1 2 0 0 Q 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 (4.;94), 2 (2J47) 

2;,;~~ .5 ·0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 •· 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 (2~147) 0(0) 

5- 10 2 G 0 d 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3.(3. 70) 0(0) 

> 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 o· 1 (1e'i23) 0(0) 

Total a a 13 13 6 6 13 13 12 12 15 15 14 14 81 81 number 
of vil-
lages 

source 1 Census of .India.,; 198lJ. 



3~'52 HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRY I 

aous~old ~dustry which OCC".ipies a significant posi­

tion in worJc.i;;;patterns in any tribal society•i fails to emerge as 

a main wo~ by ·most workers, in Nagaland•; This is ma.inly due to 

tina allocation to such workS .aoo een~ def~tion of main 

wor'Jt does not 11et many as main workers in household industries. 

i\.1: the village level~, an $;~nhelm.ing proportion of 

vill.ages \95 per cent in the case pif temales and. 84 per cent 

in the case of males) did not·;ecord even a single full~time 

worker in household industries.: only 3 villages each in Tuli and 

C.hampang: and one village ~ suruhotp .. re~orded 1 to 2 per cant 

of male t~~force engaged in household industry on a full-time 

basis:,, These v~:llages are exclusively inhabited by the Aos. 

KonyakS and the semas ~spectively~. In other areas~ t.l'le proportion 

of workers ·.tn household i#dustries·is·margina.l! 

Interestingly#! more males are found engaged 1n household 
· · -eomfo./1~ 

indus ~~es Qn a ~ull t.iae bas~s 1to the females.:~ 



Table :3.a 
PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS IN HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRY TO TO'l'AL vlORKE:RS 

(Village level) 

Category T\111 Jakh&rna Ai tepyong suruhoto No1csen Chizami C.hampang 'ro~ 
(%) . ~o) (}\ngam1) CLotha) · (sema) (Chang) Cchakhesang) {Konyak) 

. ~ . . . 

M E' M F M p M .. F M l? .M F M F M ji' 11 

.' . ..~ 
o.- 4 8 11 11 4 4 13.· l3 12· 12 14 15 10 14 68.(93 .:tgs) 11 t9s ~1oE 

·a· ,o 6(7i41) " -· 0- 1 1. 0 2 ·2 1 a 0 0 1 0 1 0 4 (4~94) -·gp .. 

1 ca.~64) 1 - 2 '3 0 0 ·o 1 0 0' . 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0(0) 

Total a a 13 .13 6 6 13 .13 12 12 15 15 14 14 81 81 
number. 
o~ vil-
lages 

C:ou~e a Census of .. India• 1981.~ · 
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3.~ 54 OTfJER WORKERS 1 

'l'his category of work is B"~lsentially non-agrarian 
~-

in nature and includes mostly services' in terticu:y oecupations.s 

The worke~ 1~ this category provide indications towards absorp­

tion in non-traditional occupations :such as trade,; cotmlerce~~ 

constr<Jction• transport. communication and Govemment and non-

Govemlll9nt services. 

Table 3 •-9 indicate that in -most villages (over 90 

per cent) female workers are extrern~ly few (less than 10 per 

cent of tibe total workers) in these Wc>.rKs•! But over half of all 

women workers were in these non~tra4!Uonal works and services 1n 

2 Ao villages. Excepting these two# vomen in· most villages, 

irrespective of their affiliation to different ttibes continue 

to be absorbed by agricultural sectoz: only.; 

concentrat.ion of male woJ:tiorce in •others• category 

of work is lkigbly uneven across vil~aqes and tribal groups. In 

a siXth of all villages,: mostly belonging to the Aos, Angamis,; 

Chakbesang and Changs,- well over half of the male workforce is 

engaged in the non•tradi tional sect.or.~ On the other band. in 

about 68 ~r cent villages the tm:lle. workers are very few (less 

than 20 pax- cent) in this category indicating their overwhelming 

involvement in ag.r;!Cllltural sector~, Most of these villages are 

distributed in Angami•"- Lotha,. Se~_,Chcmg and Konya:K terretor1es~1 



Table 3·:'9 
~~ 

PERCENTAGE OF OTHER WORKERS .To TOTAL WORKERS 
(village level) 

Category 'l'Uli Jakhama Aitepycng suz:uhotc) No)(sen Chizami Chafi\Pang Total 
~) ~) (Ang ami) (l.otha) (sema.> · <chang) . (Chakhesang) (Konyak) 

M F M 1! M F M F M F .M p M F M F -
< 10 3 5 1 12 1 5 7 12. a 12 5 14 11 13 36(44)44) 7~ (~0.~12) 

- -
10.20 0 1 6 1 3 1 2 0 2 0 5 1 1 1 19 (23 ~46) 5l6~J17) 
20.30 1 0 3 0 1 0 2 1 0 b 2 0 1 0 

1 r4 
10(1~.35) 1(1~23) 

:O.J 1 
-~ 30.40 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 C) 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 (3.'70) 0(0) . 

40.50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O.(O) 0(0) 
. . 

> 50 3 2 2 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 3 0 1 0-' 13 (16JOS) 2 (24:169) 

Total a 8 13 13 6 6 13 13 12 12 15 15 14 14 81 81 number 
of vil-
lages 

cource • Census of Indial.i 1981~~ 



3.6 COlCLUDING S'l'A'l'EMEN'l' a 

Tlle analysis of the spatial .variation in the structure 
~ .· .. 

of Naga workforce leads to the fQll~#g gene.ralisations.'' 

1) Agrarian sector a,];)sorbs the bu.lk of the workforce. 

'fhe second roost important source of work is constituted by non­

agrarian service base w~rks. in the ·nop.-~aditional sector.;( Most 

other sectors of work absom very sznall proportion of the work-

force~· 

ii) Fe~ales are almost eXclusively confined to the 

agrarian .sec tor exhihiting l.ittle diversi£ication in the stl:Ucture · 

of their workforce~. 

i.ii) 'l'he .shift towards non~agr.tcult\lral work is mostly 

confined to the Ill8les~ 

iv) A.griculturai t1age...l8QouJ:!' is. yet to develop in 

this reg-ion dominated by trihal social ... order•: Most males work. as 

agricultural wage eamers..,, Landlessness is not very common 1n this 

region which restri.cts the deVe~opn:tant of t-Iage lalxr-.I.t" market~· 

Another factor may be primitive· nature of agrarian economy~· 



v) Influence of topography or altitude seen to have 

a less ,i.rtwortant role 1n explaining spatial variation in struc­

ture of workforce at district or cirile level. 

vi) These broad generalis.ations get modified when 

the analysis is undertaken at circle or village level. The analy~is 

at the village level is particularly revealing. soma tribal groups 

seem to nave nasponded to. modern forces: more rigorously _indicated 

by a larger male workforce - shi.ftl;; _; to no~agrarian activi't;ies.' 
; 

The extent of variation in the -rop()rtion of workers in different 

.industrial category gets further accentuated at every latomr aggre-­

gate spatial units • 

vii) 1 t is at the village level that one finds some 

evidence of the growth o£ agricul tu.ral \vage ma~et in this tribal 

region. 'l'bough confined to only a few villages. this is tne surest 

indication of a process of landlessness or land alienation making 

i~ presence felt~'· 
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censue data on str\tctu.xe of woJ:tcforce 1s highly 

llladequa.~ as 1~ Sl.lf~r f:rom many de£1Cienctes including 

defilUt.ional blas·~ More:over,: i;t can ~ly provide broad 

pa~te~~; ·ln order to get. a clecuer perspect.tve on the nat.uxe 

of woJ:'k il'l a tl'adit.ional society, an attempt has been made 

in tn4s e)laptar to ~alyse tne pat.tem of woJ:1t.paJ:tieipaUon 

at the· v1Uage level by ustng dats generated at. the field.-

1/or this P\lrpose tne. village Met::angl(Qng was ·$elected for 

field inves~gaUo~~-· ~he chapte.r intends to examlna the ia\pact 

oi: ecological d1,ffenmt1at1.on on wom.parttcipatlon .:ln the 

sample vUla.ge~· The variation in woll'k·p~icipatton 1s seen 

ln relation to dJ.vaJrSG worl!;s perfo.rmaa by clif·ferent sections 

of the village society .as wall as sex-composition of the 

workforce J.n each cattagozy,;i- The social d1fferenti;;lt1on 1n the 

village has been \lnderst.ood in termS of access to land. 

The sample vlllagGI. l!teran~ong. is Qne of ··=~.a:~s~ 

and most !)Qplllated villages ~ the. MOJcokchung ~st.d.et of 

Nagal.and l9cated ~· the foo~b$11 zone of Nagaland Himalayas~ 

The vJ.llage I..s .inhabite!d by the· tJle Ao tribe-:~ation of. the 
. . 

v$;llage 1n thel: fQO~b.lU ~na ~s J.t QlJ.gntJy _,~exposed 
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to Olltslda forces~ state H1gbway No-.- 2· passes th~gb the 

heart of the vUlage and connec:;ts the village population to 
. . . 

ot.ner neJ.ghbouJ:ing u&i)an axeas. $.ike most Naga villages• 
. .. 

$t:angt(Cng too .ts situated at. tne b:lll:-to.p•i The village is 
·' 

situated on. a ndge Sld.rted by two main dverst. Dikbu .in the 

nortn and Milalc in the· sou tb. Much of tbe vU.lage area l$ in 

tbe ca~nt of t-u.lak~ Tbe. village is 1oeated on the watcu 

41v1ae between ~ two t-ivers and .lUllS ~pp.r:oximately Sou1:b­

lio~ seat., A few tl'ibutad.es of the r#,ve~ ~ale flow towardS. 

~o~es~ whereas rivers. in the D1khu. cat:chnlent flow towards 

Nortb-&ast d.J;rectton. 

4 .'2 aNV:tRONME:N'rAL S$'1"l'ING Oi' MERAl~I(()~ ~ t 
. . . . 

~e elevation of the village Js about 1200 ft.: above 

mean sea-level~ The s~ slopes are steep with a se.rtes of 

synclinal. ridges. Basin- llke bmtten landfom wit:hout any 

pJ:'Qninent ranga aJ;e present adjacen~ to Mllak.- · ~~:..anaG l: 

l(asang rlv~ v~leys~~l--rsusangra ·ana. \'Ull d.WJ:> valleys • the 

.t;wo. in1POR8nt. tdbuta~~s ·of M.Ualc prOvide soue unifo~ plain 

Which aze favourable t:or we'b!land ~ltivatton on a peman6Q~ 

1>~.1 

the bighly QDGVeft if«;)pogfSPby ana· Steep slopes in most 

pat't$· #enders a very large p!!'Op()n.ion of area unsuitable for 

any .ldnd ot eu1 t1va~~~~ ~a mucb a8 ~70 per C@t axea of the 



vmae-e .t.s under fp~~,l ()lllf. Jn .. ~ manag@le slopes,~ 

pa&"t.lcularly c10se to the r.!,ve.~t val,l.eys,. teJ!racing 1s· adopted 

a3· a t:tet6od of cultivation~ su~ .. t:e,&"J:a.cing .and pen.nanent eulU• 

vatlon J.s highly m:tstx:ieted ·®..e to C:e.l)$.tra~t.s impOSed ·by· the· .. . . . . . 

~~ .. ~hs S(',.tl of ~· :v_al~~ al:e g_enarally sC:ll'ldy alluvial 

soU.. deep anci. fertUe. w1\UE! the enti.m hill :soUs are fo;med 
.~ . . . . . 

~t o£_ ~ale ~s in. ,$ltes of a .beavter clay loam soil type•\ 

~hallow in dept.b beqause of £1uvial. exo$10Jh~ Deop alluvia) 

S0$1.s .in ~igniiicant propo.rtion are p~sent.1 
~· ' ' ' . . 

... MEAANGKQNJ ·.~· LAND USE 

21 ':1Pl .• v 
.. 

a.~ 're.rr:ac.a and we* leAd 77 
· <a> ·1\~a l.tli:~ated 14 
0>). Area unrr.tgated · ..... 3 

3~. Total faUow land 1620 
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-The taDle 4-fl ~eals- that a very large- proports.cn 

oi the· village ~and 1.$. 20·e'13 per cent belonging~ to the sample 

bot1seh0lds ill Ullt.ler 1~· CllltivaUan~;a -Wet land . and Terrace 

~ltivation· aeCoul'lt for a meag~ 3•;6 peli' cent area.·: nearly a.11 
' " 

of which .ls ~1gate4~. Tne J.rrigat1:on iS ·made. possible ·by C'on-

strUCting dams nE:)~ · ·the field -and the water ts taken to the valley 

land tb:.rQJgh gt'avJ.~- me~. The natt.u:e o£ %\1~ . terrain;. hilly 

topOg~hy dQe.B; ·not pe.cnlt·· t() prac~ . larger atetl of land- under 

permanent basJS.. xt 1S ·~'en that Hen Mlla'tCi- ·1J.isusangra ·and Nemna 

~alley· tne villagers praetke· ·wa~ana- -~ ·TerraCe, cul uvaUoll# 

While me$t-~ the. sl~pes ·ana bill~;~miilL~~ un4iar·J~~ 
. ' 

cu_ltlvaUen. It 'is eignif!ic:snt ~tO no~ tbat·- over thi:ee fourtb 

of ···the owned land .1$' cum:ent £all_ow due_:to :-sbj.fting culti'flation.; 

Tbe pJtoCiue:tJ.on of r1ce11. bcwavei:'•· is vety small and 

v-artes ~aUy -be~ the J.bwn ·la:J;l.q and the wet land. Per acre 

p~c~ in the ·jhum land j.s. about 3·•i6 c;Jintals.;t 'the produc:Uon . "' . . . . 

. a:,l ~he da1;a' .is valid for the ~auple households only~~ 

3.:~; _The e~ltl.mate J.s based <m info.xmat.1cmprov1ded by tbe 
· · sample h~sel\Olds.:~- Tbe estitnat$•' howav~ ,iS not ve-.r:y · . 

p..:ec;tse as the h~ldS could not preci$ely %ecollect 
the produ.cUop~\ · Memovet;,.i- they expmssed .·the \UUt. in tins 
which contained sight to· ten ldlograms of paddy_.1 . · 

. . . '· .. ~ 



c:ulttvadOD ·10· t6e v.tlla9e•~ aS._ 111 .. most part$ 9i. ~. 

statra~f IS d~ated ~ t:h~l age: old ~~t$-ees_ ~f· shj;ftltig ·Ctlltt-
. . 

vatian f~ wJlic:h ne~ly ·tb~ en~:;~~ ghiJi$ '&e4UlJ:eJmmt.' is_ 

me·~ ~at. caiUvaU.on St!en· as·· wet. u~ :~lt.1VaUOb in the 

~alleY ana t:eaaced rice cultivation 1n the slopes ts ~Uic­

ted. t.O nUrow vaUey land and the s~s clcee to· it (figJ4 .. 2. ). 

&pp~$))1e developmene 1n orchard • Cul.ttvatSon ·bas been made 

a~: t$1sangr$ valley atea~ ·Whel» -~ran9e•i pSneapple ·ana 
ban$DaS are proau:eea.J mo·stof tt~Uch ent,S·rs the matitetJ '1'he village 

ba$ ~~ to the. eatablJ.Sbment of a· ·pa~ mlli at 'l'uli by· 

piant!ng bamboos An some· aseas Whkll .~ sold to. !Jla pape~ mS11.~ 

The. ~-iri ~ps cult:S.vated in t:h$ village iftclude paddyi 

-J.ze~; N.agcl dal,r sesanum et.c.1 Vegetsbles gmwn in the village 
. . 

iftCl\ide ginget,.l beans,i d'lUli.es and other local vegetablesJ . . 

tioriicultural pJ:OCluce like-'.pineapple,l orange and: banana a~ note 

woftby.~~- J$Ct<~.mtt..i lemons, guava, 1n tbe valley& and peal" plum .. 

an<l ·peaChes ·are gs:ow;o 1n the b.lUs.J 

H()\!IS~r,: ~ tentl$ of a~ unde:# M!fe~it ef:Ol)S,~ cult.t-­

•at1cll oi paddy dOI'Qinates all_ kindS OX·· land.] ln tbe ~ey. ana 

--the. tenaces,1 tl'lS paddy iS almost ~ltlslvely ett~t.tvatea though 
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SCmetims coupled witb: ~las end f%U1t txees. 01) the 

other band the JbwD land is devOted to the c:alttvation Of 
•' 

var1cas types .of millet$• mas.ze,; pol.Ses and oUseedS apart 

.£.rom paddy,e' aowever. all these crOps . ase gS'OWJl .m sm.all 

qu-tJ.tlas While paddy dClll'lS.nataaJ 

Ta))le 4e'2 

-~ .t: DJSTR.x8uTION; OF JdVut'OCI( 

Households wt. tnout. 
Uvestocl(; 

Hcuseb.Ql;ci$ with 
U.ve.stoc:k · 

s .• lO. • 

so.. it 

l)~") . 

·3~'1· .. 

'is 

. .: 

8~1J 

o.~o 

aoJo ·· 
24J4 

J. A.}Jt . !\I··~ . ,·~ 

H4~ 

~1 husbandal:y J.s not ·v~X'f -well ~elop!O.~· B~"ri'­

·ca._tle$ a%'9 ~ept. £• a~ ag~cultuz:e~, MOS~. fam1Ues keep pigs · 

CU1d ~~as ~pp~tary s~ of ·~~~be' tabl~ 4.-2 
·. ' . . . . ··, - ': 



~bts that· a large n.\Uiiber of househOlds do not own ca~tle~: 

wooreas -dcme&ticat.iOn oi ptgs and poultxy .ts· mere· caicmon~ Jt 

is· seen that only 34JS Pill:' cent oi the bouseh01da ~- eat.t3.eJ 

A aubstan~ p~...ion-of -69A per cent houeeb.olds -otm pigs 

ana eatly all· bcQseholdS <&,•e•,:- 95•'6 per cent) own poolt.r:yf) 

AlmoSt all the· bou·aehOJ.ds Jte.ep a/3· plqs and numba~ of chicken 

f.or their own conSUl'D.Ptlon as w.aU as for comme.rcial pazposes •. 

aowaver. only a few hoQsebO~ds· own- a. few number of cattle mainly 

fo.t: ~1 pl011ghing and beef•~ 

,. '4 . DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 1: ~ . . . . . . . . 

. •e~ -~ t-.be Satl\Ple !illage 1s one· of the laxgest 

ana·· most populated villages in t.b$· ·.KOkolt<:hung. d.lstrlct of Nagalande. 

-~ AQ..Ulage :has 614 housebo~ ~ppoJ:ting, nearly 6000. 'P.SCJPle•r 

Because of popalaUon pJ:essu~ the Village-. am experiencing 

sbO.Cta.ge Of agd;.atltu..tal. land~· -Tll$ peC>pla are .. forced to . rcdu:ee 

j~ eye.!$ ' S"e$111 ting Jft f;allJ;ng: ·yield. S'at$-. ·'the dependeneo on 

foocl grain$ ~.IOlll- oa,t$1~ 1$ on ~e: incre.ase~~ , 
i .• 

Ac:corc11ng to the ·J991, een$.ls~· tb,a total population of 

the v111age wae 3618 (1~$•·-.~.336 males an<l_,l342. females) •. However~} . . . ... . ' . 

the vU~age record ~~s · that ~- t()ta). pQpi1l;ation 1n 1;9t1 U. 
. _, . 

S9J..9•J .out o~ \ih1ch 2903 ~ mal~ and 30~6 a~ felllale$.~1 The ~ 
' . . . . ' . . . . .. . . . . ., . '. ~ ·. 

la~on ~S dif;;~~ted ~ ~e~ ~a$ .. k;DQW; as' Kbel (11uphu).;• -~ 

aiv#;s~~ -are. ~$ad, .. ~VSZ'iatl~~- ip:·:-~~ap~~{1'M .Vill~ is 



iihQ. cilv~ ~t:o x~I ~tons and XimJ;ens ~i (upper*' 

· udllftla and loWer 10le.1s)-~ ·~n -~cn..t' t!le souay~~9.lso !nclliaes 
M$rcmqk0%lg c~ and' 1-le~g $cbeo1. c~~ 'Tl'iG PQp\1• 

• • ••• • • - ••• • - • ·.-· •• ;, •• •• • •• ·.. : •• : •• •• ¥ •• •!..-~ 

lata.9D· ~~sts ·ox e claSs vtaJ· JmsCl'lfll Yadm.r rlamU',f ~ 

~b~l ~~4!olS.!m!!li' J9ae.rlerif -~, ~ eemJ. -~-
....,' . . '. : . . '' .. 

Tba ~ ~1;J,o1- as per V'U.l~g~ rec.ords shQws an e~ss · 
. . . 

·Of females ov~ Q1Sl~e ·~A~~-~ .tole.· ~~~· -par·_ J;.ooo males).~~ HoWever• 

. the-' s~l.e ·~aehc>ldQ. h~ a def~t:·:Qf females. -~ 908 f~las 
• ¥ • • •••• :_ 

~ iooo: males,j,_. 

< 4 

I' I • 

.,5-:44 

4s-49 

60+. 

.Table· 4~3. . . ~~· .· . . 
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' The age distri~tion of tb,a, pqW.ation (table 4:~3) 

reveals t.bat cn~y 4.tito l,er cent l.e- c:l\Ud population With an 

&doleseent population Of. nearly 23 pe~.' ®ntJ 'rhe. wo~Sd.ng ager · 
9ZOtlP (JJEtJ. 15.~59) aecetplts for about 63 pe ( cent. of the total 

i'. . 

· Po.Palad.on and· only 9.164 paf: eeQt ·comes unner old age popu.la• 

U~~ As many a$ 580 persons de~ndents (population belQW· 14 
,, 

years and above '60 ye.ats) per 1000 actJ,.ve populatiCft. (1S.S9)e1 

" 
211.e village bas ·received -~--impact of vartcua 

developmental pz:ocesses A.n· the last· few decades-. The Smpac~J' 

bava been pat~.l~ly felt in teOJS -~ Uteracy.t utbaniaation 

1n the neaz:by~. Better connect1vi t:Y thtou.gb 1mp.r:oved transport 

and· ava.Uab.ility of several social ~tte:s.: The: village has 

cus many as flV$ goveJI:'DlllStlt pr1maxy ~ools. two anglish seb0o1s 

and·~- blgh acbool~- The village has been electr1f1edJ 1'he· state 

bJ.ghway passes thmJ,gb ~ vUl~.; However,;1 tbare ls no fac:.S11ty 

Of water supply ana people c::ont$.nue to ®pend- on the traditional 

metaod of collecting water in -~ containers (plate 9 & 20 ) 

f%'o.tn th$ valls atld. riveJ:S ·down the· v.alley~ 

'I able 4 JA ceva~ ttv.\t t.he~ ba$ been speetaeular 

responses to. Uteraey ~ the s~le ·hOusebolds.i The. li.te&"Qtes 
. ·.·., 

const.t.t:llt:e about 90 per cent of tba. total pop~latlon•' sex • dispa. 

Z'ity in overall l11:$1!6cy rate- iS negllg1ble.~-Rowaver., only a little 



~a).)l,(a 4;~·· 

LSVSLS, 0~ .LI'l'SRJ!Cl' .: . 

ll11t.a~a~: 

Pf,)pulatlon.•ln tbe N~ool. 
goin!J a~~P . 

Pr~econdaq 

s~cuy: ~ Higher .secondar.y 
' .. . :· 

H1gbeJ: secondar;y ~-GradUate 

Above· g~aduato · · : 

. . \ . 
Total $)9pulC1~0il ~- 830 • 
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1.1S 
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~r 1 ,pSr ¢ett\. of the' Jl9pUlatieft: ;~' edu~ation aboVe·· graduation 
• ' - - •• ' 1 

tion~above gxaduaiion;t Pt:oPPrt1en Qf·: -wOmen literates above higher 

sec:ondiu:y 1s yar:y·emau ·c&~$! ~l..Y. :2_~i1 9er'eent). 
.. . . ·: ~ - - : ~~. . . 

... ' ~ ; . 

~Y._ v~~~ Of J.~. i~a~®--naar tba circle beadqt.iartar 

i.e~, Tul~:t* ; the vQ.laget h:as tb.e· ~- of ux-b~ation+.' 'rhis is 
'•t·.·-.. ': . ,. . . : . • .. ·. 

pUtlcululr_ sJ.gnj.f.\c~t ~ th ~pe~t-. to t.ertla:y demands in t}ta. 

~~ 1Ji ~- ·9£ vattJ;~s ~tv$lt$~ Un~· to admin~~~ation.: 
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t), i!. ,, u 

at Willi bas a,feeted the vUlage bOth ~- terms o£ e~ 1ft 

th~ c$pping pattezn ana new eppo~Ues of empl.oyllent for 

1:h$ pe.opl.e •d n.eaxt>Y villages•i 

The system of land tenuxe in the villag.a .is by· and 

large sWlat w.ttb tha~ of the. other -Naga tribes. T.b.e· custornazy 

lows bas.ed on cus1'!ott@ry usage gl~·protection tQ prtvate p;~Cperty.$ 

t.and De1ongs to the famtUes,i clans anci village· since' time ~ 

morial~' so tbat each of them iS botiJ:ld -t-.0 possess eons~de.rable 

plot Where shUtJ.ng culuvaticn can 'l::i&-pract.ised conveniently 

frct'll one place to another .in rotatiQn• The famllies and the cl.ans 

t.b$~fo~, when they were settl~-· ·t.deQ to aq.quire as ruch land 

hol<Ung as pOS$ibleer4 

Xf,, h.oweverl; a g~;eat pori.f.on. of land remainS unusedli 

tbe legitimate joint holders may ~- t:o lease a portion of it.~ 
. ~ . . .. . 

but -.in aU the cases,, l$nd em:mot. bo- ~posed of pertnanently .~ 

•Inl'le~itance to landed pzopeny was so &3Viaed that the 
land .remains under pecpetual; 9Wn9rsbip of the family or 
a Uneage gz:o.1p even tbeu.gb Lt has t.o ~-e divided amongst 
the suceesso~~; ~a stae o.f the lat:ld bQJ.d.t.ng · iS a dea1s1Vt:: 

4( ln . SOI:!e· ca~,~ the village eldergJ: atlow the individuals to 
· cul tiva,te t.lla vill~ land .tndividually and p;oprletozy , 
~J.gbU' WEl.m exercised by ~$ f~ni.t.~i~~--· Th~ village coune11 
OJ: eo-orQ1nat..t.ng, al;l't;bo,rity lQOts J;n~"1:be·1ocat1on o£ sbif­
tJ.ng cultlvat4on and all.t.eo matte#~t 

. . -~,;~-
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tactor in JhumS.ng _cult1vat1Qn as fam111es have to 
move· ft:em plaee- ~ plaee ·aftes" a plOt ·of land has 
~en affected by the Jhur!l cycle• LaJ1d ptod\lcte S\1Cb . 
as bambOoiJ . tiriibat.-: stcne and r:nJ;n&t:al prodUcts am . 
c~~.lda:l"Sd to :be the most iznporta:nt t temS of tfJal th•: . 

. · secau$$ so rmu::b value- is at;~Ched to the ~~11.-; 1t haS 
been found somatimes difficult on . the ._pa.rt of:. the . 
. admi.n1strat£.on ._, wodC Ci.t lantl acquisittOD. _SeheineS 
ldhawve~ c~nsaUori :offereii.~ · bee~® peopl~. know 

· tbat casb ·va;lue~ is &-a~ e~rr:eraltS .. : · · · · 

Th$i-e is a sort of a eoJtporate lcmded pJ:Operty of the, 

village (village land)'i and tb,e ·vi~l~e authority elaim owne~ 
' 

shJp. 1~ 1s own~ by the vtil~ers ''Jointly ·ana J;s· used folt any 

C01\li10Jl purpose of tt)e· village•i Titbber or bambOo extracted from 

it at given times 1a· u$ed for cons't.cuctiori. or s:enovation . of 

Village buJ,ldings_suen· as'l~.~- gate 'and .. many others.~ 
. ~ . . . . . . ·, 

. ·, ; 

,; 

:vo~ gane.rations ~- plot oi lelftd held by th~ S\lceessors . 

is Ptlt ~a Jo.tnt·c41t.lvat1on -_g_the. sons o£ the house and ~e 

pX'Odtice is: sb~e! ·,r~ ~ .._cestral lands wbidl belong_ jointly 

to a clan•~ The land l:'ematned in the: possess1Cm of, ·a elan· or 1~· . 

~sed· g:r~p whieb temain.ed. U1ldiv~ded for· m8ny getm"ations.' 
. . 

A. plb" of sue~. land. may be a.ss1- for a teo.tPora.Y period to any 
. " 

l$Ddless aem))er of the· clan.'! whQ.·t as "&V.cm 1e entitled to cultivate, 

cp:a:ae and collect. t:.imber · and make out other means of suos1$tence 

wj,~ a specified· t.t;me. 1Jmit.' But ·be Would have to vac&t, it after 
' . ' . ~ 



,. 

.such~ limit thus decided over or after such ~r ha$ fOUild 

0\lt other means of &:.lbs:A.st$nc:e~1 

Any individual ~r of tile c1_an ·Who is entitled 

1;0 get .a snat:e- of clan-lMds may be- 4epr.1-v~ of the llP~bt· tn 

cer:tas.n cases .... A.ccording to Taj~ Ao,i "Sometimes When·. a 

memba.- of $ clan was \lft®l.e to pay _,.-._.11tiqatlon debts to t:he 
. - . . 

agg~.ed ~,t landed propert.y of:·~• elan w-as eonfweaw.a 
._ -.·:· 

_in UG\l o1 payrnen~:- xt the- debtor ~~~d t:o ~· cqnwens.:at#.on 
··. '· .. 

to b.W· ~elan f:or the value Of the• ~c:zll~~ pl:'Ope.rty OX" to t'ec»­

~J" that p.roperty,1 tho. debt».t was ~~l.leCl-' from the rr:ernabl$ng 
. .··. . . . 6 .. 

p~~;ty -oi h1S elanY-

,. 

~a bave cl1ange6.. vet:y fast. so tba~. ·&n ·tnaflY cases the land 

s~fkally held by em. lnd~vi~al ini9ht not ·be discemable 
. . - ,,_ 

- .. 
f.am that bald l:)y tbe clan+r Village ~=ieonomy ~s J.nu.matelY linked 

w1tb land'- MiXed OJ:OPp1ng 1s an ~r;.tant. facto~ in the village 

agrlcultuxe econQtt~y~ 



-~ hOlding (in sexes) own 

o.;o 8 

-::: 1 0 

~2 ·o 

~$ l8 

~10 a-, 
J.Q-30 40 

20 + 42 

~-

s~;g: 

0 

o· 
l3:e"3 

ao 
29- ~, .. 
31 &J; .. jt:. 

Ope taw 
~ 

2'3 

s 
9 

2.6. 

43 

2' 
8 

, 

~-' 
4'9' ;1 .. • tic• 

31:9 

lSJ6 

$~9 

100~00 

:tn the village ~e~ected fc:¢: sta~dy~j 'the d1stQbut1on 

of land among ·tile houaetlOI'd$ shows lnequtt.y o£ a very bigb oJne-r.1 

Tlle · table 4-~is ~ates that tb$xe &re· as· many as 8 bct.tseh014s. 

Who ~ CODiplewly · landless can.PUtutS.tlg, 5'ii9 :per cent Of. ali 

&MVle· b.oasebOl.-G:e•~ ~.l$ssne1jls in a ~ai o~saticn iS net. 

easy to conc:eptua.llS$,9\ HQ'~:oevEur~: on en<l\lJ;i.Y !t was . j~ted· ~t 

that~· males .ia the~. ·hou$eholds ~o nOi;·~_long ,;-the <V111~-3~ 
' 



aeve.l'theless, the 1ft~ity. in ownership pattem is clear fmo 

t11e fac~ tha~ a'bout_13:.•J Pi!-~- cent t1oa~lds om maagze hot).d.1ftge 

whlc:h ~~:y fRm a to s aeme.r A. fiftb of the . sanwle households · 

-awn. s to t-o· ac~G WbU& nearly 30 $191:' cent· of· the aattPle hOuse-
. ~ ' . ' . . ' . . ~ . . . . 

holdp holdings -~· between 10 .~ ao ac::~sJ' 1\110~ etzeabie 

se~t o£ ove# 31 P@r cet\t hou$eh01ds 0'$$·, vary la;tg~. ·Sha· of 

;:- J.~ ~gn1f.tcant. as t,:he. agd.¢Ultu~.l:, ,ptac~s eoa~. ,~ be dCIJd..a 

11~ by Jl\Utrl llletbOdS•' 10 ~ p~~-~ mop!J amas ~- nseded,~ . 

sQ. that pa.tt of ~ land OWQec1 ean bel .left ia.l.l.0!1.~fte~.<rultlva­

Ung· tt ·for a year car triO•~ :aouseheldS ~1n9 small. ·holdings find 

it dift1-cult. t.Q·. proc::uxe encu,gb food fJ:Om the rneagr:e land they <ND.~ 

On the otber ~~· Mu~h014s havtftg greater access to land azoe in· 

a position to $1Uvab1t only a sxnaU pan of the- land and leave 

tbe ~tn9 -~ fallOt# to· ~~t& for J~i ~he p~CDlem 
in C~d ae iftdiViclUal ; Qlt~Der~.~ ·Of: land may. be 0£ diffe1"el)ti 

quality.i -~· hQa41ShOlc.'Ul w1 t.h smal.1 .holdings ana' c&ly' 1n j~. 
atSa$. bave greater d1f£.&¢u1ty ·.in l~a ·p.t:Oduction•' Othe~s 
with:: laige boldib9s · .di.atrtbutted in jbWa axeas and valley £1nd it 

e.l' to maet theU foocl J:equ~t_~;,_ ln ~y ease;;··produet.ion· 

~- lalld is l~*li #isufftc.le~t from. a V!lZ'Y s~gnUkant. segment 
. . . . . - . .. . 

to mae~ tl)e· basic mqa~ttJ~1,·*>1f~~Ual .~C<:e$S ·to land J.s 
·-, 



e~tng soc.l~l dlfferent.iaUon in the tribal society w. 

bas sanous reflection on their changing tfOd pat.te.ms~· .. ~ 

The pattexn· of O);)Grational holdings teo ~r<>Vide 

sig~ftcant clues tega:ding the socJ.al d~f~~t1atton'1 A 

s1,~f.1Cent 1. 7:~04 per eell~ ~ouseho).ds do not operate any la.nd~ 

Tl)ls Shows 1:ba~ a ~~of t.he village pcpulat1on 1s moving 

away f.mm agncul~ to. acetf;lpt wo~s .jJl. t.he non.,.agra.rian· 
- -

s~~'-~:. Xt ~s cle~ ~~ the ~le ·~t 'VEl"Y few 9f ~ 

~sehQlds ~~~ yer:y -~~~ ~Qld~~ (a):)ove . ~o acres> a~ 
. 'i ··. . . . . . 

. 'i - . 

~tually ~~a'ing ~~~:;~~- 1s ~amo~y au~. ~ a- leasing ~t. 
. - .. ' . . .,.. : ·-. .-·.. . .. . 

oi ~~ ~~d ~ those ~ ll~ ·:~~cp~te ~~~~~~ only 
<, : • -;. : 

6 ·-pe~· ~~-- ~~~~- 9.~t~i '¢'e.~ -~-0 ~~-· ~~~,i About . 
. :~ ... ~ . . . : . . ' _. ' - ' '. ' ' . 

~~-';~s- ~~- ~Sil,t -~~ ~~~,eqo1~ 9pera~ :~and ·w~cb range 

bett;Qe~L J-~2:0 · ac~:~;t ~h$· m>e:~~a~ bo~CliJl~J ~es ~~~ 
. . ;·. . . . . .. -.: ". ,._ ...;- . ' : ~- . ~- . ' . .. . . . . . . . . . ·• '\ 

~ ~--,~o ~~~~ ~~· tne.l~~- ·~~~t¥ ·:of· ~~-~~._,~ 

. . I . 

~e · d*~~q, · !q ~-~~~ ~f -~a,ntf -~. 'Oi)era~ona). 
:. . ·. ':, : .... .. . ~·. ' . . 

1\0ldJAg- ~f~c~. ~ ~~~a. tn; ~- e~cqQml{·Q~ ·tb~- Village_~-
• • • • o o • 0, o '> .. ~' ·: • ·:~. o • 0 • :·, : • \ ·, o ·, • ·, • T • • '• 

J'4rs~¥~ 11; ¥l~ca~,. ~- --~~ ~~~-ag~i~ t9 1\0l'.l~Qg~tan' 

sec;tor bf ~: s~nt: ... ti ~- ~~~~f- Se¢0fiaty ~~- ina~eatfls 
- . ', ' . 

ill~~ing ~oe~a! ~~~e~l)t;\at:.i~·~.l-~ ~~y s®~w ~-a.~eount 
of ~.fe;en~a~ acce-~ \0-:· .lan&i?. . ' - . .· . . - -• . 

"' . . . ~ ' . . . ,., . . ' 



sefo~·. anal!'fllng wotk~pa~e~atton among ~deus 

s.eeuons in the sample village.:. it mP-Y be: wo.rt:bmlle to 
! .' .. - . ,, . . . ' . ' . . ,. 

!)~flY. ~~~ a h!gbl~ genem~ P"teJ:n, .Q£ ~11( as a 

m~ to t4ca ecolOgy. ·ana 1n ~ty ld.'th the .cultural . 
.. : .. - . : 

. ' 

lt 1s needless to emp~.fbat agdcultu~:e ~sti-. ·.·· ... -·. ' 

t:uti?B ·the mos~ ~rt.ant activity.'io, the NJ'81 people .. · flowaver.: . ' •' . ~ '. . 

~ ~-apb!cel alld the ag~limat:l<; conditions. have torcea 
·, • • • ' • . . • '·'<.'' ' • ,I 

the J:U.&"al. pecople t.o evolve au~~~t ~$ of ag~t:w!ia depen-, 
# • • '... • > ••• : •• • 

~· laPOl1 the loc.al va.c-1auon J.n \~#B:Phr~: --~~ a~lated .. ~· . . ' . . ..... : - . . . -

The woa in the· Jhum a~. begiD 1n .the. month of 
. ,• . ,- ·_. . 

o~~ with the #el.lJ,ng o£ -~· ·aria allowing them to a1:yJ 
. . 

Tble »ed.ocl c~cid® with ·tbE?J ba:~st4ng. of d.C$ ill the tea:ace . . ~ . . 

. ' 

and wU~y. land~ 
. ' '"<· 

. . . . -

3~~M:y ~ ~latJ.ve~y f~~ ·%~ agdeultural wotk 

&u:ing Which. man et\gf,lge· IP. col:iect$0it aet.ivi tY.i~ bunting,;, fishing 
·-·. . ... 



tud.t.tlng ap~ t;om .eoUe.cUon of fUewoca from the forest.•~ 

'J,umbering is emet!!qln9 as a major waq~aming activity aftel' 
' ·., 

the establishment Of tbe pa.pe.r n£11.1 saw mills Clnd p1ywcod 

f~toq at 1\lU.~~ HoWeVS't{ only males ·engage tbemSel"Ve.$· 1n t:hb 

~am1ng aettvitr o~ luaibermg dul.'itlg Peeember· to m1d­

Feb$U~ period wh1ch is usually Cie'\ToJd oi any major agd.cule 

tuJ:'al ttO~· 

wom in tbe J~.~and ·Where .. Ell second c~ is gi."'Wft· 

aRtez' the • first. ye~ bai:VeSi:ti beg~s .~ Feb~aJ:Y With the pz:e­

·p~aU.cn of the soU· and sow.t.ng::~· Th.ls is ~~ately followed 

by· bu~g in 'the fUst :p~ j~~-~· pre~atlon of the 
. -~ · .. · -~- . . . ' 

-:.· ' 

$Oil 1n tne$& f.tel&?~, xf ·tna fi~~year. J~: l,;ana is deVoted 
' ' '. -~.. . . . ' 

to v~getable p~t;t~ the wo~: bagJ.ils ~~telr,,. pan,cularly 
·. . : 1:: -·. . . - . \ 

by· wome~;· w~le. -~~ enga~E-: th.ams~yes ~ ~· ~t:?· in · the. 

Uelds ~ -~l.ia~~~ .. t.he~~Pii~~~{~~-i"'~ ~9l\.¢9~lee.~~ co-
. . .. ·, - I ·•. -: "'-', ". . ', . ~ . , . ' • . • . 

Qpe%'~~V~· e,f~o~ ~~- ~·~ ~~·)..age!J$..it. · · . · 
• • • • • - • ' .;, ,. t ••. 

. Jy ttd4~e ~~-- -~·J:dl· tlll ~ +f;·ApJ:i~ti the major 

··a~¢Ul~) o~1:a-.~oiws ~-~; in ~-··f~t ~·.Jhwn 
' . . . " ~ . ' . : . . ~ . . : . ~ ., .... -

~~ fie~t:ly ~~1 hOl.lse~~~· engage ~~~~ ill cq.DSt:Juct.lon 
. '' ' • ! :" •' ' ' • ~. ' ' I _.· • ·• :: ' ' • , .. ',~: ·f.:i .:..~ ·,-.,.:- • . ,. 

:: ::;;:t"~~:::::sa:~:!::~': 
' . . <• ' •. , -. • . ' 

~tat.to.r.· -~ th~; .£~~~~· ~-~·. ~:-~~tJ.ve~~i A ~· of wodcs 
. ·'. 

- :' . ' ' 



' ' ' . ' . 

Anvc>~l.n9 c01mauolty pa#Uqlpa~'. such as .repaid;ng EOada1~ 
' . 

J:urldge$ etc.•i al'e al.so.· pedomnad ~ .thiS period which _is .~telati~ly 
. . . . . - . • · .. ·J . . .. . ~ 

f;ee .fltom the· point· of view of aqr:aftan pmoecupat10ftet 
- . ' . . . . . 

·.:,. 

Dece!@2r 

•veUJ.nq of ~ea ~··Jhun\ lan.d .mean~- for 1st year eult1~tlon 
·(Plate.· ...,_ .. 2) . . . ' ·. . . . . . 

<c>Uection oi· ~~wood .(f.late ~, 8) ana raw materials £or artt.san 
p~¢~~:· ..... ' .· . '_;.: .. : . 
..W~~ -eami.tig •; ~~~~: .. 
~H~s~ ·in· tne; valtey. 1and.''1 

.. \ 



~Sid Raxcb • · fMid· Aed.l .,, _· . . p $ - . . . 

.. ~g· Ia tb,e "t yeat 1lltlm land ~late • 6) 
~ons~tion ari4 repairing of houses in the Village by the 

individuals as wc;,ll aa· collective constructive ec-oparat1'Te· 
workers U'1a~ - 12•1~~·13: -ana 14)· 

.!UC! AJl!U • · Max. 

-c~UOn o.f 1t1oa•• festival . · . · . . 
~ee&.ng .itl. ·3nc1 year~llam land (1st roand)•1 
~lougb.tng $8 tbe valley land.1 ;.. . 

B<!•lz :D1f!s· - ma ."WW! . 
..Weeding in· ls\ }10aJ: jbtmi• lan4. (18~ ~) ;t 
-see<Uing ~atiOD · .foJr wet....land~·-·· 

Mld I~-~ Mid 4'411 
- • • r 

~-- . 

.c.ieClr'1n~ of app~acb J:Oqd to the· l$t year J.bum land before 
the~t. ' ' 
1!i>~SJ ·Of the hlts J.tl tb,e· f1e1(i ... 
~~sting .ill· the let ~ · Jhuro land~ 

~ulx Sg2¥ffibE;r :.•· Lata -~-J:; ... 
<ol.lee~on of rice· b¥ .• vi~lsge a~ls~t.tOA/au~orit.y foll,crsed. 
by post bazveo~ £esuva1si1~· · · 
·~.ranspo~tt~ and S'tPnog · o£ ri~·~f 

·, 



..... 

S!lrlx ,QCt;'&er ~· Hid.· oetol)e~ 
: : . .,. . . - . : . . ~ 

•RePal.dn9 paddy eltore ·tlcu·~ .O:>a~). and .. 
~Ulng Of lildividual.'houses. (P~ata.·• ·~4). a~: the village 
. -by· tl$ 1nd:1vtdua1_ as well as: colleCtive ai~f~rt.s.' 

,uta Gc!g!.?e~• 'Mid. B~j . 

.ColleoUcJi, of: -BaubOo Sb.oota for dQOO$tU use· 

...Cleating. of jhW,D lanq. ,(~'late ·~ S). · -· . · _ 
·~lea:dng Of app~b •atoad· to v&l).~ .J>Y e~llectJ.va pafticlpa-
~:: ~ _(~LE§~fl~7 . . . . , . . -. . .. 

~~+!:P~F. -.:.~·Late. ~ov.!J!!l!£. 
. . . . 

~~ai:~~~t';tst ~ar 'T~t 
•KaMstiar; in· the valley lana (~¢!$and wet. land) 

~ . . . -· 

. .... . ~ . . . 
' ~ 

' ... 

o' ~ • • • • • ., • •• ,·• '"' • •. •• .... • ••• " ~ 

·.·. 



~¥ C!CL$:: ( ~ )~ 
. . ' " . 

~,i,_ 
~lpate ln fell1ng ot ~ -;i~ (Plat$. • 2) ·- ill jbum land 

... %:Q# :Da .ht ~az ¢ill~vat1~.,1 -· _ . . _ . . . . . 
·•PiePUaUQn -q.n.Cl eoUeoUcm ~~~ ·c~ttnas· arid nett :F.Ja!t~1 

· -~3\1e·$:Ung in, tb¢ · va11ey" lafJ.d~~ ~ . : : . . ~ . .. . _ 

·f!1+W$Z. .< 
~:. . . 

· rtJ.d_ .reb -· M!e AR!il, ·•lng ~~~ ·in- t;.be let YQ$Jt Jh\4\;);and~t 
' ' . 

. . ¥4 :~RF!\ -~ .J.a$2 §fJ 
' ' . 

S.aS.r_:tum -- PVS- Jutl. 
' . -:;:~·! 

~eecU.ng .in the- -~···.J.e-~- jbQnllantl (1". I.'Q\1tlcl aild ~:~d) 
.saa ~Cl p~ J'hu1D. ~ (2nd .~rcuna>;~\ ~ . · . 

-Transplanting in wet land and terraced f~leds. · 



. _;_ 

-~- ""lz - MJA sggst_ .. . .. --·· .. -.. . ·, · . 

... · 

i\lct Mft~t _, 8£1¥ S.SP~r 
....... : ' ; ~ ;. ' ' . . . ' 

~~~~:~· ~ t.~t-·,e.ar:J~···~~--~-- · 

:·~~~. sae~r ... La~ :s,ea~: < 
. ~ :.' . ' ; ' . " . .. . . . . - . . . ' . . . . ' . . ;. 

~~~~~*-~an~ ~t.Orlng ()~ ~$-~·n.:ee-~ 
= ~ :: ·. . . ,. . . -
~. ·. 

· zarly· ect.oOOt· ·.;., lU4 Oc:~~~ · · ·· 
--· . -~ . . . 1 ~-- -~ .... ~ ... - . .1 . -~ • 

. ' 
:..¢~1ec~cm. ~f. :~at:a))~ $1\d .. f\le);~·1 . : · ·. · .... ~ . 
--~~~~ ~- ~- __ CQr1s~cucm ·a.nd-~~-~Jt·;of·ho\lsasJ . . . . ,. : ~ .·· ._ . - . ' . . 

~laaring . o£ ·jhtim· land· ·.. . ·. ; · · ·, . 
~ ~ fOr :tne : eollecti<nt· of banlloo s~J· 

me· ~t ~~tee senSE 
.,e:te~~ .of;Ut -~-~r·j~ 1and for the <2nd yea#' cult;tva.tt·cm. 
-4atbetr1Jlg•i eoll.eetton of f~t$. ~~ i9t:eSt; p.ro&Icts•l 
·.Ha~$$1'4ng '111· the valley. ·l·· (tte~e and w-et. land)' 



urom mid • ~pdl onwardS~~ d.amands of 1abcllr in 

agr.tcultural. .c::parati<ms c:ont.4Jlu$ to rise wi;th weedi.ng of 

the sEi!CODd' yea# Jbwn land and ploughing ln the valley and 

tenace lana•~ ay easoly d'wse the crops in the fi#'S~. year 

Jhum. land too need a ~· Of weeaingti Seed-bedS· and se~lngs: 

are al.sp p~Cl#Etd. eor the valley land clQ&".inq thJ,.s tima.i 

·AppJ:OX1ma~~Y a month •· between mid ·+ 3une to .mid - JUly 

requl,r:es !ntensl.v& weeding in the Jl\um land and uansplGD~ 

t.t.on of paddr in the wet. land.• . ~· 1ntens1 ty of agriC\Jl~ral 

WOZ!t :tea¢MS l,ts pe$1t ln this pe.riod~l 

TOO· haz:v~t!Jlg sa~ s~ towaXds the end. of ..ruly 

and continues till Deced:ler as paddy crops g=wn in diffe~:ent 

t.ypes of land ·~ at; dif,ierant tines,; The paddy grown in tha 

second year. j~~ land *:9 baJ:Vestaa in the· beginning of AUgust 

tQ c$C$de wl.tb · @ ~or fest.\ val loc:a.lly atown· as •.a:sun.Sit'eln:: 
: . ; 

!JS9i''~~ a~e~~ c~ps In tbe valley ·1and by t.hts time need. 

Weeding Wl\ieh . .\s c~ined ~th b~·sti.hg of the 2Bd year 

J~.l~<·. 

As $QC!l, ·.as ~«ling 1J) th;e vaii.ey land. $.$ con;)leta<S. 

the .padciy· ~ ·~ tne. lfiilt. ye~ j~ land sa m~y to be h.~ 

~sted by ~d ~;.~1; o~·~aC'.).r Sfap~m'be~\\By this ~~;'·the 
. . 

buts in ~ ita~ ·i;OO · tiaed :~pa~~~· ·~h,a app~h roadS to the . ., ·.-. . '-· : ' 

Jhwn 1~·. a~ al$0. o~~Q ~\ tr@~ ))E;l~o~ hi.l~Sting actual-ly 
. ·, : .. ', - . . . . 



11U 

cul~re falls ~ly to. allow the <;().mD'lln:~tY. to engage 

t.bernSelvQS JA_ pest. • ·-l'laXVestt fes~-v~fl.; t:t~r.~ t.O.ino!! woftS 
' . . ' . . ' . 

. s~ $S- i:J'~~g ~steci rice_ c;le,aniJ'lg. ·$tx>r1ng ·lt in 

.th,e 9$'atlaty u perfoJ:ma~.·by -bo~ tJ;le -~s~ 

unt;t.l late November aJld early ·DeeemQ$r: ·tm.en the 

hanes~ opstaUon in valley lan,d: ~~in e.: tbe working 

membe.r:s· find. enou.gn t1tne -to $.ft9age -~lves m. •'1 -~nety 
\ ' • • ' • !- • . . . r . 

. <)( ~agl'kul tur$1 and supplentel'l:~ works such as &"epairing 

of theJ.r taousas and the 9hllatr•~ ®1lect1on of dlffeEent forest 

p~.;e tor domssuc and QOD~&~e use,.· cleaning of. tiles 
... 

village .:oad,i .selecuon. of. the neat }'E!a.r .Jllum. ·land, banting. · 

and fi~h.Ulg and oc:caslonal wage e.~in.g aetivity etc.;! ttoman 

.tnel0b$rs §iva gx:eatar attel'ltion to a~san activity,: co11et:t10n 

·Qf vegetables,; fuelwood etc~ 

Tbe yearly cycle shows ~· corqp}ax pattem of wol!c 

mo~tly ~9 fD:>m· $9.d.CU1ture~'·. ~ period of i'el&t1vet agd• 

cu.ltu~:al J.nacUV1ty aUa~s tne· pec:>ple_.!D the village to unde~ 

t;aka- many other wor.tcs ltib1ch rteed cO'f1DllU11 t.y .p~cJ.pationit c»­

oparat.ion of ~latives in gettinf;J" mud! of the z:e~~ts · · 

fulfirllt.=!d Wi thaut h'~lng to depend on wage la}.)Qa and ·the 

Jft~e~ee Of ~be ~to~ ~he $u}J$~Stence rtatus:e· of prQduction 
. \ . 

and -~~ ~i~ Q~anization ma1tes . the pa.ttet'll of works a tea. 
. . 

flection of· close ~te~"cn: be.~ $oc1ety and ecology:~t:. · 

,:· 



111 

4;.~8 $~'.taRE QF WORl(J?ClRCS ' 
' . 

~i,le' ecological factors date~ the ~an~ and 

a.ea.sQllQUt;y of wo~ the· eroorglnq social dUferentlat1on 
' . 

witb!Q tn.e tribal socJ.et¥ ie also playing a. vital role lft. 

dUfe,~tiat.~ the tesponses of dlffe,re,nt se,gman~ to pant• 

cula# kin~ of wo~!1 Tllis ~s ~~11. a&~ tho ccnc;:ept 

,of ~~a~~ a few oceupatt:onS·~L undOubtedly• soma ·EJOrt 
- . . .. . ,: . . : 

Of tfO~dU~UaUon ~. a~l -al socte.tles 'ia· b~ed Cl'l . . . . . . . . ... . ' .. , . . . 

age anp ·~< ·~ ~~ ~~~ -an ~-~~t: ts ·~· t.o analyse 
~ . ' ~ \, . -, :-. . :. . . . . ' 

~· d4££arentiai;lon· }:),~~-~o~.~~t·'On aq~· ana~~ but also 
- .• . • ' • l • } • •• . • • • • 

aeco-~ t;Q soei~· -~~~t4-~t.J;~·~a '.gn'land 'ownert9bipJ 
' . ' . . . ", . . ~ . '. . -. ';' . . 

·-· ·. \ . ·~~1 ~ c:.~t~~ ·:o~ i:ha.· ··~rea 
'· .. 

- ~ . . . . 
·~ the v~Jlag$. ~Q a -WhO,~·· .a; ·'U;t$ ove'- thZee fou·ttbs 

of ~ ~lat.tpn i\ft ~ .. $amP~ ~~b,o~~& --~ as full . . . . . . ·, .. '. -,_·· . . . . 

~ WO~rA, The f~~~~ ·9;1.f ~*.e -~~eq WSS q:tly marginal• 
' . . \ -

,ly hlg~-~ tban .. t!\a~ O,f ~e ~~e~:·~ w11c-,p_. arti~ipaUon rate 
,l·l', 

.Of, tbe fo%109r 4.:s 1~~$. ~~=·~~~- -~, e~~. 'to 72.\9 ~ cent of 
tne· latter·,.;_ . . , ·. . . ·, '. . . . . ; ']-.. ···.· .. ' . · . . . . .. . 

· .... ' ... ,: . 

'f1\e ~gep:st:tuc~re' ~c;f ~' womJ;nq P9PllaUon . (~le • 
"'• ' • , ' ' • I • • • • '• ' ' • " ~ • J' ' : ~ '• 

·. ' 

~~·.a~ .s.h<R'1~'. th~~ ·about $i$ i>e~ :~t:·~~- ~~l ~e .work~ $e!Qbem 
. ·, . ,\•'. . - ·.:_ .. ·: _·. ·., . . . ·. . 

COllS1$'f O# Cl\j,~~-,_l~~~ ~-~·~~~~·~f,14~--~· ~~female 
. '",• 



AnsmaJ 
HuS~J:y 

~ 
s~rdees 

112 

us·.;. ·.·, 19 
(4Ci) (4:2-~~2) 

4 
. (e;9.> lis ~6). . . ~. 

- .... 

- -. 

•• •' 

l 
<a~~a> 

45 
(S.ff) 

-Old 

.1$ .... 59 60+ 

aot . . .leo t.. . 45 .. 22 
''(31~\3) . ·f27·~~) (16~~) (21.:6) 

foOEL 150 _ ·,. 38 . · 27 
(1~,, (23·~) '·· (2il4l (%6JS) 

" -
19? .. 196 .. 44. . . #6 .. 
(30J6) (~0~4) (25~~). (3~~~5) 

59 . . 84 - ' 36 ' 25 
(9-~) (l.3;o) (21~12) (22.~4) 

24-. 13·. 
(3~~).. . caJo> 

3 . I A 

(1e'8) (0~) 

4 . 1 .. 
(2~6) (EU99) 



11.3 

suth 'Of t.ba wot:fd,ng force cons-iSts of Qld age-group; t.a. 

anova 60 yea:zos of ~,~r The propoztion of. male o~ age 

wo~rs le t:elaUvely bi,;Jber than that of the, femalesJ Abw t 

78 pe~ ct:mt of all worl(ers are .adul tsjl · ~#,e .• f;,: iJ'l the age group 

of 1S t.o 59,~· In absolute .~t,~ e~al. llUlnber o£ aChtlt males 

and females az:e. ~1Qd(el'$.~i aoweve~;, p~rtionately females' are 

IDOte active ( i-..e,:~-- &l,~J per .e.ent ) than the.f.x- ·man counteq>a.l't:S 
' ,_., '• .. . . .·. ..· 

( t.~e 'i• 74.: .. ~-9 pe;r cent . )i 
-~··-· 

Xn tez:ms of vanous catei;;on~s of woZ'J(.·' the adult 

and e1U woaiDg populatt()n is rep~:es~nteCI ~- all the typaa of 

woi%J The ~11&.worketre axe xapresent.ed Qnly in caltivationi 

·i:m~mal bUs"ban~i· gQthertng·. ·an.a trading acttv1t1es~ The aged 
. ~ . . . . . . : . . 

. . . 
wc.me~ dO not engCJ.ge -~ hunti,ng act1v1 ty~l 

Whe chUd. ~·r:J are mQs~y eoncen~ted .tn gathering 
' f (' ' ' ; ~l I • 1 ' ' ' : . : • \ 

act.lv1t:I.E.!S: and agd.cultu:ral tfC>JtU'! QQl\P&~- t.o male: 'ehil&. 

workeJ:S the fem;ale ch114ren am seen QlOm bQ.s,ty 1n t.asu 
" : 1 . 4. . . 

. assoe1ated w.i~ animal=~ -end',cultJ.vation of v~rtou:s .. 

CX'OpSil · 

~e dis~U<m of .. adu1t. Wor~rs is mo~ &verse,. 
. ' 

traae in. tntsilless ·ana 90Vernment ~~c:et:t.~ Mota S4ult females 

are· found· Jzl• animal l)u~ .ertd a.t:tl.~ activity compared 



11 ·i 

- . . . 

to that ~f ~e n.alt~l 'ln&Y are fewe~ in goVernment. sexvS.ces .. 
. , r 

and. are: ~sent .~ hunting ·oparauone~·~ In · tbe remaining".tbe·. 

pzoportion of men and. women workers 1f3. rc;,ughly ~.~ 

c;:scep~ g~~nt sewlee~ ~ .. _tr.adei the ola-

age workers ~ almost. uilUolllll.y,.~resented in various cateqo­

r1es of wotttj, 'f.he proportienate ~~Set-ltation of males· and 
. . . ' . 

.; 

lt i;s evident f.totn the. table 4,.~~ <ma ftg .• · 4~!3. that. 
. . . . . . - . . ·. ' '. . . ' 

the pe_&"Cen~e.t .o~. wo.tke~ varies g&'iaatly across vartou.s 

opera~a). _boldin9 ei~.cla$~slt T~ nate of part.ielpatlon has 
. ; ; .• '•7 . . . ·: 

J.ts:p&atc ill househo);ds wi~ s~ll hol_CUnrj~ . .:\•~,~ between 2-S-

acms •. From t.Qis e~las~~;. the wom~partlcipation· rate falls 
.· ' . ' --~ . . - ., 

wit:b e:1tber a rise or a decl~ J.n the h9ld1~sbe .:. ltis sign!-. 

~kant tbat ·t.ne p~c~ation xate _ift tne lowest. ~ng households 

_ wi tb ~ly . -~~- ho~~s (~~Ft~. al)oVe 20 acres),.· The female 

part.icipatiem . rate too !s the lowest :(!~'e'4i only. 48~~1 par cant) 
. . .. -'\ ... ~ . 

1n thiS class •... Th.1S finding is c·lear eviaSn® of the effe:ct of 
i. . 

social d1fferant1at10ll· and. the st~tus effect of tbe ~e land 

boldlllg househQlds,_i~ .. · · 
:·~ ~ . ' 



~able 4~19 

B.AANGI:ONQ • WOBK PAR'fiClPA~ON RASS• 

fi'Total f4ale J?emale "Sham ~-
.of taUO 

lii .. 2$) . 
·N~ratcrs 

(D • 1) Se1~ l 

(n Ill) 21) 1 - a 

(n c 43) 2 -· s 

(n. 9) 10- 20 

(n .,.. 5) AboVe ao 

~~. • t35 

. ., 
&1,4 

16.ft 

62~ .. ~. 
ea~t 

7o·.Je .. ·.~. ·'·. 

Tt"4 f!' \ 
.. 

se·~?g . ,i,L 

?S:t.~4 

n ·• Jll1Uiber Of hous~ids~~ 

'·vom9D 
woJ:kel'S 

~·, .. :?·;: p.;J ag.:a 

75e!O 77.~· GO·~~ 

ao:o 6S ,}0 
. •' . 46.:~ 

·ag 9 . ~·. -~~6 37JS 

6S~{g 72.$ 
!> 

SO•"~S 

. 
va.-=a 78J;1 SOlO 

69iJJ 48Ji 39.14 

1?is 7a•'9 4~4a4 

• .Peit:eatage of WOdcet'S to tn? tQtal population 

** N~ntage ~· woman wo~e:.te: to total WOJ:'kers. 

116§ 

1500 

990 

753 

892 

968 

931 

912 
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Jntet:est.ingly the wome~f:are mom active in'· Wo$. 

in hou.sebold bavmg ·exttemely · s:inal.l· holdings (l.eei: · ·. less ·than 

· 2 ae~.s) o.r: relat4.vely 1Q%9e holdings· {l:!i• between'· 5J2o acres). 

!lo~r•: 1n te$ of ·their .share .in. the to1ta1 wo~foliCe they 

bold a dominant· p~J:t.ion only j.n · bouseholda· with leSis · ·than 

1 ; acre :o£· operauonill holdi.rig.~ The e~ex.-Composit:lon ·le nearly .. 

· ~qu.al 1n tel.a"vely lUg~l_\?1~:/:f.ain.t.Ue$: .(t1~,t >20 acres) .4 
. ' . . 

~ ·lCNer·p.coPortion of ·\iOltten ·in -tna•· t.oW. wo~orce in the 2-S 
I .;. 

ac~$ .. 3.arid~$J.ze elass may l~tgely .;be ... c1,ue· ~· a ·lowe~ ·sex taUo ln 

t.Qis et~:ata~ simUarly 1ft. the eategoxy of· less t.ban ·one ac~ 
Qpe~at.tonal holding•' tile predamlnailee of ~ Wotkers may be 

®e tO a .Mghe.r Sell raUo. (.J&~~=· · 1-SO.tl females per 10t>Oma,_es) 

in this ~s.i But the· wi~al of a·~~z;ge<~-~nt .. Of· women 
. . . . . '-~ - -~-::-~~:~~~ .. :··· ... :'_ .. · ... ;"' .· .. 

. £ian• WC.rk· in the two •. classes '9~·· Opera~ ~- .i. the no:o-

operatcks ana the exU'elnaly large hol.dings ·c,:f· abOve 20 ~res • 
is teo evident as th~ $el:t..:ratic>t~ in.·· ·these two clasSE,e not 
. ' " ~ . ' 

UDfavOlU'al>la to. WOiner!t' Tbts Geetll$ rno~ &l"b ~ s~tus efiact!' : 



Table 4•,10 

MSRANGKONG 1 WORK PARTICXPAnON IN DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES 

Opeta tional· cultivation, · Animal Husbandr;y Hunting 
.Holding · • '. • . ~ • • i 

'u.n acres) Total . Male Female Total· .Male .J?emale Total · r4ale Female 

'(n=23) 
o~iss - · ,_ ~2.1· Non-.opera tors - -· •• . 31~115 .. 29!89 33~'3~. -

·tn=?>. allow 1 42•:59 39ef13 45.·16. .. ,.,41 4.~35 9 • .j69 1~'95 4.~35 • .. . .. . . , 
. ' .. :':0 

i.,~~9s· 
. ,•. ·.·: 

'' 

(&r--21) 1-2 .. ~9~\76 30.177 2a.;e9 · ao~:24 22•;22 .. 
~ 

:!; 

~ ~ 
•' 

3l ·;33' 36167, 
.. '..:. ;;·. ·:· 

<i/0 '(nm43) 2•5 · as.1&7 16~)94 i3.~1 21 j;'33 1~67 2ft86 -•• • 
~ .. r· . ' ' : ·' ; ,I •' 

... 
~ . '(n=2-7) 's-i 0 33••39 33.;•99. 32.,75 1a•131 16ei34 "2oJ42 . 1~153 2~94 -.. ' : -' 

33el33. 
.. '.;.. ' - ,. "'/ 

·'<ilog)' 10.20 31l,82 30.~34 a2.173 · .1~~~4' 26·''a9· ...... ·.~ ~j 
• C) •. ~ - -

<nsS) Above S1~i18 · 30.161. 31J82 31~51 1a~~37 25 ~ ~ -20 -

'rota.l n=l35 29J39 30••77 21~~0 ao.~1a 17J~5 . 23.~23 1~'03 .1t~98 -
n • number of householdS•{ 

source • :Field Work•j 



. . . 
Table 4.-10 (Continua) 

MS.AANGI<ONG 8 WORK PARl'lCI!lM'ION IN DIFFERENT AC''l'IVITI:ES 

Operational aa ther.t.ng Artisan Foxtnal services Trade/9usiness 
Holding _ . . . _ 
(in acres) Total Male Female Total Male Female Total r-2ale Female Total Male Female 

(n=23). 
Non-operators 13.98 31 •. 11 36.·56 11ei149 . a·~eg 136:99 . 10·.'93 15.;56 6e145 12e"02 14 •. '44 9.-69 

(n•7) sela>~ 1 . 40.174. 39.;i13 41.94 · 1 ~as i!e13S •· · - · •. . . • . s.~s6 aJG9 3.~123 

<n=at> 1-2 33.,33 38.~46 ·ae.a9 1o.:j11 1o~~a6 11•'11 · 3··'57 ..-... 6.~67 2~i39:: 2.'·56 2~~22 

~ tn-43). 2·5 29•17 30 •. 48 27~'33 l3•i61 .. 11~143 16~16'1 . 4~~1? 2.'96 6 : 1.h1. 1i90 -
-.:--

..... ~ ·U1D27) ~1o 29.~15 ·aa•t76 a~ .. s9 13~'$9 · 11~44 ts.~g 3J39 s.:ss 1i06 o~i3s. o~"gs o~i1o 

(n-9) 10.20 3o.o1 3·1~~21 c38~9'7 12.94 . 1'4.18 '11~72 1.;75. 2.;•13 1.~39 o.~~ 1.-i42 0.~69 

(n-5) Above . 29.-:of 28.,5'7 "a9.qss &J60 · · .. 6J12 11.~36 :3~,23 6.:12 --= 6.i4s 10.~0 2~,21 20 . . . . 
·... ~ . ..,: 

Total n-13$ 30.4:2 30JS4 30J~O 12•i36 11~07 13t.176 4 5."01 2 .• lfgo 28~67 3~t3e. 1efS9 

n = number of househQJds 

source • Field WOJ:'l(e1 
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4-$' PXiTRZIJ~QN Ol? W~ Xl'l ftPSS OF· WOllK · t· 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

oi. the wo.ddng force is engaged in· a~l~ltu~l ~oJl!C~_~s 
. . . . . ' . . .. . ' ' '. . . . . 

·ls. uue of all claSses of ope~at1cma1 holding exeept of~.Citib~·--
couse· ·thE) ~rato~.; Ag~cultm'e in the village: 1e··a 

subSistence .~atuxe and E)ftti~l.y based ·on hUman' "laboar aidE!a 
. ·' .. ,, ... '• ... ·. . . . .. 

b.f n.~Ugib~e~ ~se of -animal or ~~al pqWe-~ Nearly all 
•· , , .. ' ;; , , ·' , : ·: : I ,' 

the cultivators are owner culUvatQte•; --~- coneen~tion of 

"woRe~ ~--agrtc:ultural work.i~ tha:.taghest ._in' h~seholds tfitb 

'Eix~ly Small ~old1Dgs•t-~·e~~.1 over··42 per centJ>Th$ prope~ 

:t:ion of culUvatom decliftes Witb iftc;:zea~~g acee$s to land•s.. 
- . . . . . . \' . . 

-:~t tb.e n~ of. decl.!ne 1s o~ly ~~al •. w~me~ ate more 
• • ' ,• ," • (, • , I • .:": .' ' ~· 

active ln ag-;oicultuAlwoil% in boasSh.QldS with extfl'emely smal~ 
•. . 

. holdings <t·~vt ~low 1 sc~l-·.and ~" hou~h01de W'lU.eb l\aVe. ·v:~w 
1~. hOldings · (6.e•i~ abOVe .· 2~ ac~$) •' B~t., in other, land-aiae 

-· .· .. . . 

classes tn$le ·o.&ltiv&to~· are propo~ately ~lattvely trtol'e . . ' 

wo~~ associated with an.lmal hus~ demand$ 
. . ··l· • . 

accoimts ior abOut a fifth. of. all -~irs J:espone~le 1n one' 

way -or otbe~:._~-. '.fbe. ncm~rat:c~ class., hewevet'-.~ .nas a s·tzeablEl 

P~POrt£on of the wcn::kfo~ wh1o·h 1coks after animal tmaban4-CY i 

Lives~--ca~ does n~t. seem an· J.lnpottant area of w1!c 1n house... 

bold$ W1 tb: EPtt~~Y small. hol.difl9S~- care for d~stic animals 
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seems to .t.nerease with $flea-easing access t:o land•: MUCh moxa 

than m;tn.' women fzom all ctasses,·· 1\loolc. !f#tel:' the dom9st1c 

flun~g as an economic activl~ has lost its i.ropor:­

tance with agr~an economy and &11nilling fauna 1n the ~glon. 

Qnly a ~ew adult. males oc;casionally go for bunting. It is 

s1gnU1canct that hCG$eholc3S with ~xy large holdings do not 

· haVe a s1ng1e male .rteltlbeJ:.' who ~pqrted hutlting as. an activity. 

A vaty large proport:ton of .. worJ4ng. r.rembers from both 

sexes .cecorded 'collectiOn. and 9$t~~ing. as an important activity.,: 

Dependence on· this acUvi.ty ~enas ti1Qxe p~nent in houa=tbolds 

With mlatively• Sincllle~ bOldingst· 1.'l'i1.s i,s ol:n10tls ~ the lnade-

9\late bolcUng fo.rc:e.s mo~ -men:abers from t:his. class to depend on 
. . 

fo.cest· as. a supplementaz:y ~-of 1S.ving •• The ~ale-fetnale 

div$.a$0n in ws acuvlty is~ l.al!J$: clear •. . ' -·:·· .·· . 

'I·• .. ·. ·. 

· .. 
·. Both .~las and ·females, iil:e ,e~gaged .J.n. artisan produc-

. tio:n Of a variety Of pl'Oduct$~ x·t: ,i.s tntereSt!Jtg,. howe'O'a~, that 

housenolds with ver:; sma11 hol4Saoe,.h~· few.·~rs engaged 

in ·t.~US t:as~;; 'The· p~rUon ingagecl._in ~san production is 

aiso ~l· J:n householdS m·th ve.t:y large (20 acres and tll()re) 

holding"~•~~ Female$ ~ not fc:w;a tO b;), engaged :in ar1t!S%Jt pro-. 

ductlon £0.· households w1tb very .ainall; bolding~~i,)?emale~ a~ RK)ta 
: ·. . .··· 

acti-ve in a~ prodilc~on An. t'110$t ~r land-siae elasse~•:. 



A m.lattve~y iaqe prop()ruon of the wo"**f.oree £~~- _ 

the· non~ratol' categozy is· fOund em.P1cyed in the fo~l 
. . - . ' ' : ~ : ~.. ~ 

services or trade and ·business. Nearly 11 per cant of ~ total 
' ' I ' 

.. : , .. 

two activ.tues tespeeti'vely~l lt' seem llk.ely. tha-t a aeet.lon ·of 
. ' 

the popilaUon ls· qu4<:1; · in responding to groWing Oppoftl11l1 ties 
' . ,, 

availa!>le in formal services and trade and busJ.ness se"cto~. 

~bat this section 1s lar~:ly -~ £~ the· ric!h lan~holders 

is evident £rom the dis~t~on·o~. wortcforce·!n~:~oD-ag~an 

~tor of the econetn,zJb ~be wo:icfotee · £rom ·large-latld holderS 
. . · .. ' . . 

J.s losing ·41tter:est·in land and·~, leasing i.ti out. 1ft favout of 

wo.dcS in the ~:trad.l t.tonal sector.,; 

The p~~on of wo~rs ·tn these two sectors in 

·Qt:ber ~~~ elas~~t ~45 ~~al~, Aft ~~t featu~ 

·9f wo~on::e ~~ ~ thef3e · tt~- .s~to~ refers to a sm.aU 

p;o~~on of w~n ~oi'~g in f:~z:ma1 ~t:v.~ces oxr trade and 

e~rce~~ ~~einq -~~nts o# ·:s~segqreqation unlike J;n 

~ tradl~~al '~etors' of' ~- v~l:~~e· econom.\t~ 

. ~ ,· . 

base of t~ v~i.la~ · •el)S a v~~ $egment of the men and woman 

~tantly ~-~~d· ~\~~~;~_lt-~~- sl,gnificSf!t tnat little 
··~. ' . . . . -~ : .. 



. . ' ' 
• i 

·• ~, 
.• !1. ,:.. ... 

females· at the aggX\9gate level~ Age does not seem to be an 

~.#Cant ifqQtot: in differential pa;rtio.1pati0l'l rate. 

ttowever .. im;portant elements o£ social d1ffetentiat1on 

haVe· erri3rg:ed in the ulbal v111aqe as a t:esult oi dJ.ffe~nUal 

a~s. to land• .L~scQ.1e leasJ;ng-ou:t: of land by householdS 

~g t4g. b.Qldtngs Sna~ate the segments. entty inw modem 
. . . ' 

~~tt ~is shift. from ta:adition.al subSistence agrieul.ture 

.. to eti\Pl~nt in modem sectore of:···t.he foi'mal. sez:vlees and 

1.ncre$sillg pan.ic1pat.ton ln :trade ana comma~ is affee:t:ad only 
. . . 

an extl:'em$1y small seetio~. ·of. j;he :popttle)UOll•( ~ p.r:ocess is 

likely to accele-rate ~e proease· ~: ~sting SOCial dU£erent1a•­

Uori·l:)aaed on uneqt~a:t> access to ·•1and-~' 
. ~ . 

'There aJ:e s.lgn1ftcant. d4f~rences J.n woJ.'k paJ:Ucipa­

Uon .rates bY diffa;ent.lal aceefls to l·and.~~ Large holdings S$elDS 

to be~assoeJ.ated wltb a. lower -oveta~l-panictpatton :ratEh~ 

(1) Ano,~r· s·tgn1f:tean~ f~a~ . .s.s ·.a· higher paJ:t1e1pat1on of 

women .in work in all laJ:ld.i;s~ c.iassa$ ccmJpa.t'ed to the nen 

except. amo.ng tba npno.operato~··<;)f l&nd and balsehold$ with 

very large holdings~ ·A l,owe;- ·f~~E! participat.ion 1n hou~: 

holds with very 1~e hc1dings ls particularly conspicuous 

. and is indlcati~ o£ a ncn~bal. pattern l'Jbere1n t.he status 

.effect ~'.~ ~ ex~lusion o~: WQmS~ ft:orn outdoo~ eeonomie 

wol:t(~ 



(2) sax • seggl$t1Cil is clear in·. tnQSt. of the wo.i'ks in· the · 

~Uonal sac to~ t.hoqgb the females am mom active·· in 
·""' 
~ huebanc'i.q' and artisan acUvity•1 while. both. male and 

· women aX'S 1n eqllal pJ:'Op()rtiOD . .t.n cuiuvation ·end· gatherin.g 

activJ.t1es.: eut activities eonn.e.c~ with £0~1 sedtce~ Sna. 
Ua.de· and busifteSs are woJ.'lW t.ne:Jme Y.d.th tnen·than wcmanJ· 

1~ ia signj..fieant that the ~nt \ilhic:b bas:.~ 

away ·.from land•based· produation i.s laxgely repm$ented in formal 

saxv~s and ~de and · ba.Sineaa g_enerally dominated 'by the men 

While woman·~ active in ltl0$1:, Qf the traditional •. subsistence 

~:r: of the eeonomy'f _t,e.,< animal: ~sbandxy.1 gathenng and 

a~an aet1v1 t1es indicating groWing i.Jlequlty bet.ween the sexes.: 

flouseholds wi tb ex~y small holding$ p~sent a cU.ffeu:ent 

p~ctum~ Thare 1s a greater e~al1t.y be~~ s~s in their par­

t;.lcipati.on in diverse categor~s of woa thotJgb the major. concen­

~tl~ take~ place in CQl.Uvaticm and gathering~· 
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~NG ~ ECOBOMr AND ITS E~ 

- ON WOI.U< AND ~£NT 

•B tbi~ c:bap-ter an a~t ,t.s made to study the 

changes in the pattem.s of wo*, .b.J:Ollght about: by modem~ 

influencee the v:tlla9,$ ~s feC:e~ving and the ~lication tbemin.~ 

1 t is ~edle~s ~- -etQPhas~- ~at __ the -v~lages ~ ~agaland 1n 
., ' 

gene~ aJ1d ~ ~tudy a~q Jl.) !?~a~ aJ:e ~lowly bu~ SUJ"ely 

gettf;Qg. -~W9~~ t;9- the- ~a1;$;oJ)aJ.o;· ec:(Jnomy t:Ju:ougb a vatlety of 

mode~~g ~flu$1lce_~ ·_ sqeb- $8-~ •o~ lJ.teraey.i~ modem tm3ans 
. ' . ' '. . ~ . . . . . ; . ' ' . . . ' " . 

o~ trc)rlspqn --~ ~q:at4~ ... ~alt.h ~d administz.-ation' 

~reaaing ~t;Aoa, o~ ·~e,t '"~ Sl.ll)$$stence village economy,! 
' • ' :· '1 • • ~-3 ' : ~ .'', . > . . 1. .. ' l 

ett:.-~· AU. ~se ~fJ-- ~~- g~al,ly· '~f!':fi9J:m.il\g the village 
' - ' ' . -~-

economy wllich J,.s s~g sqm.Q- 9f ·4-~ t~aci.i.t1<ma:l mould•! 

HOiAFeVe~,r these : -~; ·~- ~t.: spa~tally Qll.d sOc:.tally ~J.fom. 
~ some ~~~ ~~g;. ;;ld~~~,~\;9#- ~'&- ~ucn are J:eeeiv~ 

. ',"':_ ~ .. ( t ~ . '. . .. -~ : . . .. . •. ~. 

t:he~- in~lueqees moi,e in~selt!~~ ~,. ~,1_ 1n mora dlffi-
.,__ . ' . - . . . ~ 

cu;p.t and_hQS~)e en~~l;--~~~e-~to·-~ in the ehadow:·i 
i ' • , • 

'· . 
MO~~~r ~t ~p. ~i-qbeliS ~--~ally ~sponding to modernizing 

•J' • . ' f ' • • • 

~luences- -thUs ~~etng_- Ef~t.$ of ~~ty of new lclnds 

~ty tJ!e t~ soCl~ ~~' . . ... ·. · ·.· . 

---- " 

<· •• 



As far as patte.tn of the -we>.l1c$- is conc::ernad~i ime· 

changes and ~-:aU.sad.on 1nfl.uel1eas am f~t most 1n twO 

.spheJ:es o~ aet,tv:j.ty:f., ($) t!le; goveu::nment · $&~ and (14) th.e 
.- ' ' ·: . 

privata enterprise~ It may be nQtea that tba bulk of salaried. 

e,!!Jil!~]!n~- J.s ·provided .by the· gw~mJ~P• of Nagaland~ The 251 
vat:e .ent;;;i.uiJ?rise$, gl:Ol.lp i.s broadly dtv1ded into (1). buSiness,, 

-. . ' ,. -.. ·. . . . . *-·· . 
supplies ~d conttactorsf' (U.) c~.rcial ~rchand4Sa (Hotals;i 

s~s etc,,> {~il pJ».fes:eionals (QQct;ors~~ L~-~ ete•) (iv) 

s.,.lled and s•~st;1lle~i worke~· ~qatage· meehaniftstt eaq>entei:si 

stOne tlla$0DS~· tailOr$~ ddly W<l9e·--~te~ eQ;,:) it may be noted' 

th~~ the ·~~ties ·s.n tlte- ~1UQr1al '$ector is· aht;in.tcJng · 
-' . . ' . ., 

due to tbe demographic pte.sslU'& fp_~i,ng the people to seatch 
. . .. ·. . - . . 

for im;sb 9PPO~t;tes~ A s1lui · t(). i;~agranan sec1tor: of tb9. 
. :. . ;':' . . .. 

ecOnomy -·~ VJ.:aS,;>le~~ But •tne· Sht~ .-~ mostly talcing place to the 

ts.~a!Y QC:QlJI)atlona wb.lch the mod.etn 1nfluence$ seem to offer•~ 

; Jn tl)ts chap~f ··.~ J>attei.'bS of WO$ Qpp1trtnnit.y in 

~ modem .sem~r ls alla1Y.$ed ·~ ~rde~ to ge~ an J.nslght into 

tbe t:Ole of $0C,ial, inlP1ieaUons of tba· patte'~ ot,'',w()«:.' and 

'·empl~t~'' 



t-t.erangl\ong is ,.located on the Nagal~, Sta.te !Ugl)Way 
1 • ~:\ 

so, 21} forus"ly known_ as~ilclcokcbl.ulg ,... AtllJU.ri road~· Being _con-

veniently placed on the ~ghwayf t.he vil~~ge 1s SQbjec~ tQ 
. . . 

manY elements. of change~., partiC\ll.arly ·.the ext.emal: influences,. 

of .~ maJ:Jcet econ~ as 1 t !s accessible to .the plaJ.ns ~f 

Brc:lhmi9.p\ltra 'Valley.~ . ' ... ·. .. . .. 

The v1llage,,ls large a.na·.nu<:lea~ c.cmmon .. to· most· . . .:· .. . . . . . . . 

a~as of Nagaland'!, .A9~cu~tiralpract1ees are traditiori~l 
; . . . . . .... . . -· _·,. . . · . 

. . 
an4 Qther ancillary actlvi ties :h~ now c;Jreatly Wluenced the 

trt;ld~tional way of Urfe .Qf tbe "Plagef.$ as well as opened up 

new oppottunJ.;~es o.f enQ;>loyman1t·j; ~·village ~ s1tu.ated only 
. . :. . . ' 

. . 
14 ~. aw!ly from ~t~ tpwfttf ~-$: town· .i:s tbe. cit:ele lleadquart:$~ 

~ ~ '• . ; 

v*ew of ~anspo~ and ~aUQ!si~! Th~a~ a~ al.so othe.~ types ; ' . . . . .. · . ,•:-· .. ~ .. . . . . . . 

of in~~ntiQn,s by a b.enevolen~ state 1n go%Jn of rural employii.. 
; ·. . ·.· 

~t. and se~f ~1:.~~ p~e>gJ'~~~~' !;)~~~g, a variety of 

~tal ~~t~e~·· and J.Q. generr4 bee;~ <;:_atq~ytie in ushering 
. ' ' . : ~ .. 

. ' 
~· Village Ufe .is now ~ei~d 

. '. . .. :· . . 

W,lth>~i -· .... -;; 

I 



·1 2 s ... 

Bdu.c;atlon nata~~Y appeta&ea to have widened the 

mental bonzon and. capacity of the·· viUagersJ·As recorded 
' 

~Uer1: l.S.wmey leve.l J.a bigb ·t.n this village~ Being. located 

neu ttle towrisbip the.i:e ·.t.s always a possJl>Uity of integrat!ng 

·motleJ:Il edUcation_•, At p~sen~; the~ 1s .one Highet Sec;ontltuy. 
\ .. . . 

(CeDUalJ · School- one DonbetJC:O · St:hOQl.! two.· English sc:ho01s and 

many local gove·xnment and priva~ Sct\001$ in -r.uu Wblch is not 

very f·ai:- f·rom the-~llage~:·1bem a.re one high khool. two stan. 
. . 

· da.rd ·English~ two ~~radea scnoo1s :and a iiumbar of L•Po: 

Scboola _within · tne· village· itsel£.i 

,.J; .~ 

. -:~- ~~~~rs are xes~iftq. to growtng--·tra~.~~d ~i:}. 
·. -nes~ ,ci(:~v.tt.y~due to· p~aty' of .tM village to the townsb1pei 
• ., •' • '• I . '.·· . _,. ., 

~~ ~ta.Nes ~- g~ and a -~~ ls .. laid on hodlcul-

tural d$velopnent band a~Wtld -~~ vUlageJ A few villagers 
. ' .. . . . . 

· ~ll theil:' p~cts at t:b,e, cea~st .wsefcly _(veanesdey) maft:e~i 

The· earlJ.er sub$is~ce b.asis 1~: $lWJ.y .·uanstol1lUng with 

ine~ased mone~ta,at..lem · o£ the .J:U·~ ec·onomy~i .voz:esi).basea 

wage· eamtng by a Sa~nt 0~. peop~ .·J.$ ·ae.eele~attng the inflow 

. of money to ·tf19· v1l;lage · e_q.~omv,f· · · 

C;l.ea~t d*_fferel'lCes based. wealth are 'now Eml9·rq1ng 
. . Of . : '. . ' ' 

in the vill~e on aecount7~t, QI\l.y 1~,ownership but also due 
·. -··· - . 

.. t.o several· other factors stteh ~sc~-~t$a.dy ·transfOrmatiOn 1n qua,n.; 

ti.ty and .qaali~ of lan~ .de~ndenc~ OD orcberas,1 and intzo­

ducuon o£ cash CJ:Opa,.f;_ Va~ous ·wayS to diversify ways of 
' . 

eam.tng money and inereasing partt.Cipatio.n in the laxger market 



.~onomy by people•l • a t;e~t..o£ d,lzect tnpac::t of macro 
. . ' ~ 

~ fQ~ ln~~t~Ol\ o~. waqa~and ~'h xndt.a.n uai.on 

$$ant t.ar9e 4o:f~ of eonQ.:3es.~~ ;or eean:ornS.<: and soe.tal d~ 

lo~~ of ~- -~~-,~ l~ f~d$ .d$$C!~'¢Ofl as the ecncret£.; 

·e,&ng ~r:o¢esSJ of ee~ ~l:o~~t~_~,£ ,~ W$3a ·sectety .at-·· 
l~ctJample 11n1. ~ ~~cU~~i -~-· aon~t~:a44.tlona11 sectors·. 

~ !)E:\ · div$.d.ed .f;ntc to~.··.~~$' ~ -~&, cmd• busJ,nes$J 
. ., . ' .. . ·.·· . 

. . 

J.t· p ev~t t~ "~.\$. 5.::~' tl)ai;.· -~~~y 7.0 pe~ cent 
•• ,· • ...._ • ':<_ ', • • -

off ~1 enployeo .ill ~$" ~cn~qaaj~~~· ~~tQ~ of ~· ec:onol'Rl' 
• • • f • • • • 

cone1~~ of ~n.~. P~omiQ.ance· Of ---~· ••~ 4;s 'f.O\ind in a~st '. : ' ., . . . ··.· ' 

a'' ...,_ ... ~rJ.es ·of ~ ... -4..,_,. see•-.. · ·· · · · • ....,. . ""' 4·- · ,.:_ ... ,. ,,.~ ....,.. ~_..~.., .. . ., · ~.~-~~~~ ... :> ·""f~ ~~ ~:®u .•• .ug ~· '"'-&.e pr~ 
·_ -... . : . . ,, .'.. ·. - . 

. . 

oq~. cd sl~ erqp~()ylnent ~- ~:.-~~~an see to.- consis-

ting· tead1h9:t1.': ~~ and l)u$iAe~$i -~-~ go\?e~nt -~~ 
:- • . : •'\ ' • •• • ' . ~~j. • . ' •. • . . 

. .. 

vlee~~J ·ttl$. employtnel)\ ~! ~a ~ ws~~s ac~~ fo~· e. ,-ety 

bJ4b Sbar$· of 3~tJ7 ~~r; eea~ ~Y ~~~- p£ the. wol'Jte~ employed 
--. ~ . . . . . 



operational 
nolding 
(in acres) 

n=23 
Non-ope raters 

n==7 <Ct. 

n=21 4 - 2 

n=43 2 - 5 

n=27 5 -10 

n=20 10 - 20 

n=S 20 + 

Total n=13S 

" 

Table 5.1 

PERSONS E!-!PL-OY.C:D IN Ti-G NON-TRADITIOtl..'-.l. S~:::TC1R ay L.?!,c'<D-SIZZ CV>SSES 

High School 
teacher 

Standard English . 
School and P. School Trade/ 
tea;her ausiness Mede:cine State GOVt. 

Sar,rices 

Total Male Fe~ale Total Male Female Total Male Female Total .Male Fem:le Total Male Female 

28.57 31.25 20 33.33 18.75 80 12.02 14.44 9.68 4.76 6.25 33.'33 43.'75 

25 25 s.56 e. 59 3 .. 23 75 75 

Total Male li~male 
---! 

34.'15 32 ~'94 :3 6.;84 

5. 69 7.06 2 .. 63 

20 12.5 50 2.38. 2.56 2;22 10 50 70 87.'5 9.76 1 o. 59 7.89 !=' 
Ill 

a. 69 11.11 - 21.74 16~67 40 1.'11 1.90 4.'35 20 65;22 72.22 40 21.95 25.89 : 13.'16 C! 

58.82 44.44 75 .0.85 0.98 0.70 11.76 11.11 12.5 29.41 44.44 1/i!.'S 17.87 14.12 . 26.'32 

9 
(7 .3) 

8 

(9.4) 

75 100 0.'69 1.42 0.69 

~ -- 6.'45 10.i20 2.27 

1 27 11 16 ·. 44 '. 29 . 15 ·. 4 1 

(2.6)- (21.9) (12.9) ·,4}:-.1)" (3S.'8)(34.i). (.39.5) C3.'3): (1.'2) 

n=number of households 

sou.Lce • Fiela Work.' 

.·.• , 25. :roo -. .4~'se 2hs ; 10.;53 

.; 
.rr ~ .. \· 
·: 100 100 - 5.~69 7.'06 1 2.'63 

3 38 2 5 3 12 3 8 5 38 
-~- -- --

(7.9) (13.9) (41.2) (7 .. 9) (7.5 (9-h) (4.9) 

'• 



by t11,e · &tate govemman~ Wb!eb aeccu.nts for :nearly.· 31 ·per cent·.· 

of all worker$ irl. the tJon.-tradiU<mal secto~•l HoWeVer. the 

WIJJlen are·· largely absent in. these woXi(sJ Exelusion; of ~n 

f&"Om g-ovemment Jobs ts ind1e~tive of gender seggJ"Sgat.ion 

J.nUOduced _, i;b.e· ~ibal social syet:em tbt'Oagb the penetration 
• • r • • ' • '• • • 

of tlW)de~ administh.tive UlilChina~•~ lnte~s'tingly.~ the bulk . .. 
. ' . . . 

o£ tbe etllP~nt J;n q<;JVemnent jObs ~ from small lan&.si- ..... . . : ' . . . . . 

~~- . 

. '1.'1\e ttltJ:d j,mpo~~ oppc;~ty. .of wodc is f$aeh1ng 
' . ' . ·.. - . . ' . . .. 

1ft schoOls Wbic:b accoantss foft a .li,t.tle over 29 per cent of all 

emplogmant .in. ~-modem see~r of·· thta $ConomyJ MoSt emplQyed 

.in ._MDg aet.tv.l.,; .ls ~~· £-- ~· n~opa~to%8 category•. 

'1\.is. i.S Qne area Of ~ Jn Wb~Ch ~. pt:edonlAnat&•f But t.heir 

pl:ed~ j.s Umi~. to pr~· sc;:hoo. ~achi:ng .. ~ Teachei'S 1n 
. . . . \ ·. ' 

the ·a!~ ~choO~ an:,. males.~ ~smpl~nt ;in.· ~dtc4ne ana other 
. . . -.. . - \ . ' :• . ' . . -~ 

;,. . 

'J:be ,~le)~~l.s ~at tli;~.:~.opE!~ato•; catagory has .. 

been·flbl~· tQ. C1PPI:OP~~ .a <vely l.cl~~-,~rtlon of employment· 
• - • =. • • •. ) .. _:.'.:\ :, .• :. . • . . • 

generated. t»y· the. mod~ .~t:~r:~J: stie;n llou$ehold . An this . segment 
. '. :-·~· . ..:·_\ . ..... : . . .. 

bas -~ ,a~~ 1:0 . g(jl.t, .. ~rlJ: ~ ~~rq en\ployed in the modeal 

.: . .i$~~~~:p~~,~:~~~.~~~~n ·.of ~ iA· ~~r· s~tor 1n this 

.c.lass 1s als·o· ~i.l9ntd.i ~~te.l\"l' .4t~·..t ... ~~ milnber· <>f females 
. - . . . . '~ .-"..~· . ··:· . -~ . : ·. . 

· ,.,enplc>yed·is':~. halt O# that of: tba·.~b~$:i·Tbe. Hcb lan&.-hOlders 
~ . . . . ·-· . . ~ . . . . . . .. . -~ ....... : . . . . . . . ' ' . "'· . 



... 
··. 

·f&~e:--·~ to~~) a~ also .. better ~p~sentad 1n the modem 
. ~ . 

parsons. })ave been al)le t.Q ~.sp()nd to . th~ modern inflUences•~ the 
. . . , . 

~~$t$cm .~ also l)~avilf biased towards ma1esJ.The house­

hOld,$ wi~ small . and medium . hol<llngs ~ pal:'tieularly · unxepi:e­

seated it2 the ·modem. s.ector ina£catinq their ccmtim.ted de~ 

denee -·.the ·~g~ ~1Uonal ¢eon~c: . ~ provtded ~ 
ag~eulttu'e~;. gathat1.ng#; arusan production .@4 animal huSb~dryJ. 

.. ' . , .. -. ·. . ' . . . . 

'rhe ~lySis r:eveals t:n$, fset that. wbat$Ver little 

. s~~ iS· taUng place .is ortented . to~ the tertiary seetor~j 

.·~ na~~ of tJlQde•~atlon seen~$, to gene.rate f~r OpportUnity 
. . 

:~ ~ p~ct$,ve ~to~f.; ·'fhis 1$ _:_not an ·entirely ·sat1sftu:1:ory 
: .· . . : 

t;rm.wfo1Jllat1~ of the ~ .economy. a.s.' 11<$.$: like~y to ei:eate 

. gJCeate.c d1sp&r4-t.les ~ dii;t;eten1::1aUon w1 thin tho village ·· 

s~tety~. The se,C seggzegation ~· ettplOytt.en~ .. 4$ all-eaay visible; 
' . . . . . 

· ·· :.:l'$0¢:~X;~.~ihe ~ Secto# of ~ ~c:O®mY · ~ t:Q. mwe. affeCted 
. ..... . ' . . . : - . ~ 

.' oaly a. ver.y $~ ~t 9' the·-~ peQp~~ 1\av.leg ~a~~r· aecesf 
: . . ' : . . ' ·~ . . ' . 

. · (tabl.e $~2) ~~t ~.s~· of th*e acttvity -~ in -·~latl~ to · p$tty 
;,.1. • • • • • _., • •• 

. . ; . 

~e 1D veg<eltable~1.9~~ s~~; -~~~- <>,f ~~~;or wol:u 
. ~.. . 

~ ·. . 

in tl1e ·h~tel~~'.Th$ gene~'tOil .o~,·~~t ~· ~ act1,;1t1es 
. . ... · . :., . . . . . ··~· ~-~ . . . . 



""able S '~2 ~ . . . .. 

J f ' 

l~i G~q ~·· 

2J. Hotel ·; 

3.~ ve~~~-. 

4; PQJ'l $~· 

s.-; se~J.ng b.$_, 
6t: A#t,. ~d C~#$ 

. . ·. 

7~1. Ta~~~q 
a.: M.edec~ 

I . · _ .1 · . r 

f. 

ll ·~ 3 

' (;, ~ .. 
.'J!' 

: 

~s 1 $ 
•, ,, ,. a 

~t ."".:.. 

~~- " ,, 
~· 

;.l!t T. 
" 

: L• 

3 
':.; ' ' i• ;• ,_ 

* ~-· ~ 

1. . .r. l ·--~~;.. ·;: 
-· . 
... 
,-·· '· .. -. 
,_ 

29 ~~: .4 ·f>:·' 

' 

48 e!E;laJ~Y the impae\- o~· tile ~rl)aD: ar;e~ ~· Wh~eb the villagers 
' . . ' '" . ' . -

<u:e rec~a.t.ng~. ~g~ few wonen a~ engaged. ~· ~de and bust~ . . . \ . 

i>_. 



• 

. ·' 

1.: class ' off.lcer 

a,\ F~ld '1;aft <A.f~,c.:) 
. c 

let Moho~ 

" 
4'i Soil Ass*S1;ant (s~.) 

s, Slu,s c:~tfaeto~ 

6~ C1e~ 

1il TypJ,st 

e.1 Hostel Mat.ron 

9. Poll~ 

10.r Dd.~r 

11.1 Peo.n/th~~ 

l.2. $Weeper: 

. . 
SOurce .• , li'~·~a W9$~1-

1. 
I 

wotal 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

a 
l 

$ 

u 
--~ 

·~-

• 

Mala vemal.e 

1 -
1 -
4' -
1 -
1 • 
3 l. 

• 2 

-- ' s -
11 -~ 

$ ~ 

t .. -
~ • 

tbe govammen:t. secto~~~. ~s1; erqp~nt ~$ ~~trated 1n .. 

.lower cat;ego~e$ Qf Govetm.men~ sa.a::V.t.ees;J: l~ ··is evident. from 

t:ha ~le s.~<a ~at; ~· l,argast;- llUJQl)er o.f. amp~¥~ ~ d.nvers.;1 



~ village .S.e welll-it~ as having the lazgest nuntber of 

anwzs. u aagaland (v111ag~wl$e govemment. zoeco.ta) ~1 As many 
. ,. 

as 11 pe.nons a~, 1&lnt1fied as drivers.: ()r}lY a few females 
. . . . . . . . . . . 

· ~w · l:»een able to eD\PlOJ thetn$alves as clei'Icil typis-t· and 
. . . - . . . .. . . . . . . . ... 

Hostel matz:on ~zeaa., males as:e employed in all available Jobs.~ 
•'··:- .• . • --- , -. -· ,r . ., 

. ~hete -aa 4 Mobori,;, 4 c:le.tJc.; 5 Police and ~ peon$/Ch0Wkic1ate~ 
• •• . -- . . . -; ,. ~ . . . . • , •• ,t 

. ,, 

,.,. 

· ,. · • Metan.gkong 1$ not a sel~l~tci.ent. v1.llage.1. Being 

located · neaX"" a town, vUlage of tnis k.kld have . .been depending 

fil. utbtUl c:entr:es. Tble J:elationsl\&p:· and ;other, factors such as 

··a· c:hataeterisUc peasan~ divis10l'l Q:f labOur within tbe house.. 

·-hold,-1. With specialists WhO supply baste non•ag::ieultural &equi~ 

: -mnt-4· <,U'S 1nt,por:tant P~ISq\l1s1tletJ fCl.l" classify~ these villages 

··as. aQ exarqple ·cf peasant soctety~ A -peasant society 1s one c:orn-: 

pqsea primarily of peopi.a wno -~-- ·:tb~U llvirig. by agrteultu~. 

and who Uve in .f3J~Db1ot..ic: in~Clence with tna.J.1te~ towns -or . . 
. .., ~ 

utban at:eas though 11'V1tl9 away from them~! 

'the mode%il _influences to Wbicl\ the sauple village is 

.- ~j~ted to a.r:a fOtm(l to accelerc;lte ~- pl.'OCe$f3. of 1nc£p.1ent ;. . .:. 

: soeJ.$1 dU£erentlat£on in a tradltlonal viQa:l orde~., Househ,olas 



))aviilg l~r access ·to land bave been quick 1n responding 
. ' ' . '·, ,. . . . 

t;O_e~loymSnt· ava.ilSble 1n thS modem sector~:· This _1s.bouna 

tc>_ .. bl'Si=ik · dowD tbe ~iit:anan td.bal.. soc:Lal ~txuctum based 

. on: ~ '·cauied oit On mtUal· su.pporrt and. c~rauon:.: 
,·· •. . 

se~lYt erqployment ~·the se!:Vice sector ·hi· a smaU segm:mt 

~·ans··ucieased·aey··suPPly J.eadtng to etle~e:e ~f ·~1s~ues 
. . ,' . ' . . 

. . . 
1laseti ··on. income>. . . _, . . ~ '• 

.• I 

blting :10 nec»ssalr,i distlncUon be~-s~ work, ~d etQployment·.' 

The ro.rner will be seen as un~zoative and therefo~ ungainfu~ 

"hem~ ·t.ba' latt$r wiU be: valuai·le:adi!lg to a .Scramble for jobS 

in~ tb6 · gove~nt sect:Or,~ This ~i ob_v~sly ~Stllt 1n tb.e · 

e~auon: .of: a· la~e cate9ory .:of: ·~&·~ ::~le Who wcnld 
.' --, .• 4,. • ,··· .•. 

::.~m' unmimmeta~. for· tb8ir· pi;Odu~uve wea•i ~ Cileauon ·of 
. ' 

·-~loytnent · 4-s ·l~ly t:Q· ~ · ~,~: ~-view ·Of th~--~lact -~t t.he · 
• -.· ,-4~ 

modem lniluenees ·are. ~lm,ltea· on1¥··tc;,··a ·few le~··en;>l~t· · 

and bas' veri ·u~~ ~~ct; on 'tne:,e:r;eatt.en '9f produ.ctiVe avermes' 
. . . . ' . . 

of; wotk. a::U:eaiiy haVlrig, '~ ~llt~&l 1n ·the v~Uaqe~~ -For : 
. . . ._ . . . . . 

tbe·'bouseholas;~~-~ -... ~nr;~.·1B·~n-~elopea aesptta 
. :. ' . . ·~ ·. . . . ~; -· .. _\. _·.. . . . . ' 

eno.z:mous ~.t:.t.al f~ ·1~· . . . . . , 
.. . . ; ";:: 

. . .. ' 
. .~· I 

. ~: \ 
·• .. ··-':·. 

·, ' ' vqu~~!f~l ~ ··~act of. ·ritodei.-rl emg;l.oymne has. a' clear 
genae~_-bia~~~·T~.·~~~s·~~ve. ~en able tf;, reSpobd to the 9Pporbt~ 

' ' . . . 

n1ty t~Jre ~n ·l~ ~a~- be.hi~~·. This is likely to cmat:e sex 



• ' ' • I • ' ' 

~i'SQ'atJ.cm. 411 mode.trl enpl~t ·ana an aecel~rat1on ·of 
. . . l . ·, 

Patr.J.a~hai values ~lElgatlng wane~ ·to ~ .P~ in the 
. ' 

. a\bsistenee food...pxoductlQ'l sector • a featu~ already noticed 
. . ' . . . 

in most non-tribal soe.ieUes'._ ·~ may . gradually deny the 
/ . ' 

. p~J.?.ent .~»le th$ td.bal ~omen· have: Sn the o?concny v1ith 
.. . . . 

e» it.sJ soclolf)91ci31 impl~caUons•f 

Jastl.Y•i it ·may b$ c:oncluded ·that the changes brought 

about by til~ moilem inil~enees 1s: .likely· to b~:eak dCWD tha 

vaiu.®J of ·a peasant tl:U>al socla1· oc:ler .and bring it elosar 
.. . . • .. ' . 

to the non-tftl)al soctett.esJ TJuJ ev$.denee from the SSI'l\Ple 

village certainly ptoVJ.des 1ild.S.eations of tbLs ld.nd of a uan­
sfo~mation~J 





. sUt~Y 01 COl.iCLtJSION$ ~· lMPLICATION$ 
.. · . 7 '1 -

6.1 'fbi~ study attel'r(Pt.ed 1;0 understand the responses 

to woxtt in the traditional soc.1ety of the Nag a tribe. The 

p.u:pose was to examine tne role of ecological factors and 

the 1ntexvening force of the social structure wh.tch affee~_ 

the response$ to work. The study assumed that the ecological 

setting provides the primary basis of t-rork and the nature of 

· soeial differentiation creates condi. tiona for differential 

responses to wotk.' 

The problem of !Mortc' and 'EntPloyment• 1n Nagaland 

was studied tttith nlference to a~.A~ village. Merangkong may not 
·.- ........ . 

-·1 : • ' 

be a txuely representative case~,.j-.6 permit generaliSation for 

the state or the t~aga society as a wholG •' However•· some of the 

trends in worl(opart.ic1pation and its implications in the sample 

"1llag~ provide valuable in.sights into tne natura of socio­

economic chanqe and trat!l&fomation which may be true for large 

area in the state. 

Tl'le main f1nd~s of t11e study are summarised be.lm11 a 

6.2 The ecological setting of the study area is dominated 

by Himalayan topography with its accompanying ridges and hills 

cut into numerous river which provide very little val.ley area. 



for most of 't.lwm flow ·~n v - shaped va.lleys .• Most of the 

region iS too w.gged -or fot:ested permitting agriculture 

.to be practised only 1n the ttanageble slopes and limited 

river valleys4t~· At pl.aaas terracing J.s practiSed Whi-le 1n 

otneJ:S 'jbum is the dominaJlt 'meth()Q of cultivation.' AgHC\11• 

ture iS ~adi t..tolial subsistence in nature and supports only 

part of the requirement of the people.· unprecedented growth 

· in pqpula~on adas to the problem~ 'rbe subsistence nattUe of 

the agr1¢ultu.ral prtJ(!u(:tion is ~dieated by small area availa­

bl~~ primiUve ~tbods of cultivation such as Jl'ntnl,t low level 

of technology and a exopping patte~ overwhelmingly. loaded in 

favour o~ p~ction .of £ocd g.t:'ain$-:: Qenerally · ~tive.: from 

the pot.ne "'' view aqr..j;Qll tu~: the· cu:l t1vation of venous crops 

1s unde~~ with g.reat difficulty 'by·. suitably: adju$ting "::otfo.> 
- ,. ·-

· cycle to local varia~on in topography and agf0-e11matic &foridi~ 

The people ~- adjusted to the envtnmment by evol­

ving d,lifex-ent rretbods of cultiva~o.n such as Jhum 1n the 

slopes and terrace cultivation whereever the topography permits 

11; .and settled ~lt;,1vat1on __ in ~str~1:ed d,ver valleys •. Divex­

sit.y ~ agr1culturql p;aotiees requize diffe~t teehntiques 

to be adopted,:i, 



J)ae tO f'raglle &jP.rtaD zesaurce base o:i the xegion,· 

th$ ·.population dependS on ·a variety 'of ·other economic pax­

sUits .in .close Symbtotic relationShip with tha· envl~nt;l· 

. L~~e ·fciimst cover natUrally provides an eccncm1e base ~or 

hunting;.· gathering,. lUiabering and collection c)£ various food 

and other non-food items for the people~ Fishing is· another 

activity particularly· Jn a;reas close to the rivers like 

Jhanai and Dlkh.u whem they flow in· wide valleys . ., 

oomesticat.ion and care . o£ -animals is e'ssantial as 

an econOmic support: in a ~eg1on ~re agri-culture is highly 

SUbSistence 1n nature• Ce1re for a· 11~~ty of domestic· ani!nals 

conStitutes an irijportaftt ·sphcl."e of wOrk.~ 

xn an essentially self. SUbsistence eeenomy wi thotlt 

nueb · .teecuti'Se to uade,, artisan .production of various types 

keep both IQ9n and WOlll$11 constantly engaged in wo~.. Aburldanee 

o£ bamboo and cane provide 'excellent J:'atJ~pntaterial.S whidh' are 

used to make seweral itemS of da.Uy usa.J · 

.Recent developments. in the al:'Sa thrOUgh ~s~titm, 

spread of literacy, growth 1n uxbanisaUon and ill.erease 1n 

other infrastxuctural facilities S%e also opening up new 

oppO#tun1Ue4lJ· c£ wos:k and empl~.nt 1n the mode.m sector.-



6."3 An analySiS 'of the ·ceris-.18 Woxmatioi1s on spatiai .,. 

~~aticm' in . t.he. st&Uctura of 'N.aga• workforee xevaai.ed ~at. 
·the .ag·rarian · aectbr absod,s th9. ·bulle· of the woRfQ·rce. · Tha" 

.sec9!1Ci ·mostJ~9~t 8ourca of ·wlSc is: c:ons~itUted by dUte-
. . .. , . ~- :.·- ' . . . . 

~t .. ~s of saJ:Vices. \in the nol)atratiUtmal sect:O·r~· »to'st 
\ ' ' . . . 

other. sectors .. o£ wotk absorbs vex:y anBll p:i::OpOrtien of -~-

W<O~orce.t!· fema,J.es.:az:ia· almost eXClusively ·ecni:ined to~ the 

iigJ:>arian .·sector ·.exl\ii>Jtiilg Uttle·· diverSifieaUon in the 

.~tu~ o:f t:heir·wo~oree~ ·on the· other hand.:' a small 

ooguerit o£ ·.-the. male we~force :haS :been able to sh1£t. to ilon­

ag.ncult.lral- sector of. the ecol'iOniye,. AgriCultural wage ·aamtlng 

1s .ye~ to dew lop in · tbts · region- _1-hic·h is dominated by tribal 

sOci~o~er~. 'rhe feW ag:J:.ic:t,tltura'i wage\~;;irnerS a~ males·~ - . ( ... - ~ 

t\b~ce· Oi· l~~ale 1cmdlessns&S$ perh~ps J:eStric:ts aevel~ 

ment of wage·.latJout: ~et·,: Another factor·may be ·~ eeologicai. 

milieux· which Provlde$·, many ncn-.~aild· baSed aveti\1$s ·of we.rlt to 

the s~t- which 1~· sufficie~t land•; iniluence· of topcqt&. 
; . . . . ·_. . ';........ ·, -~~- ., . . . ' ' . ' . ' . 

phy or. alti'blde seen to ha~ a.· l~ss important ~e in explaining 

spatial varia·tion in stJ:uctUJ:e. Qf . workforce Cl't district. or ·. . . . ' . . - .· 

cii:'Cle lev~l:~ .. Tb~ a11alteis o£ ~ 1nta~t%'~ 'structure of 
' ' . ' ·. . . : ' : 

woJ..%for<:e ·at th.e y.l~l~· 'levEill ;1;s · ~~la~ly revealing .• : sene 
. . ' . . ,''. ' . . . 

~~ g~$ seen ·tc. ··1\a.v~ ~de~ -fP modem. forces more 
\ . 

v~o~9U$~y ~d4-~~te,d by a ~arg~ ti¥4e wo~orce • shifting 
. .· . - . '·.. . . 

' • ~ " • ' • : l I • .J 

to. ~9~,t; a,vai~.ab~~ -~ n~~#am, secto''' The vUlage . 



level analye1S further reveals some evidence c5f the growth 

eSt agricultural wage market in this tribal region. Though ~. 

confined to only a fet<l villages. this is the surest indication 

of a process which .is causing landlessness or alienation of 

land among fe't1. It also provides indication regarding the 

exosion of material basis of ,.o.tk provided by the eco-system 

d1.1e to its degradation leaving fewer options of work~' 

6.'4 'l'he analysis of the effects of social differentiation 

on work and employment in the sampie village revealed little 

difference in the woJ:%-partic.ipation rate beb.leen males and 

females at the aggJ:egate level. Age does not seem to be an 

important factor in differential participation rate. The unequal 

distribution of land among the households sho~sed elements of 

social errerging in this tribal villag.e. Large-scale leasing-out 
. ' 

of land by households owning large holdings indicate the segments• 

entry into modern sector~ This shift £.rom traditional subsistence 

agriculture to employment 1n formal services and increasing 

participation in trade and commerce 1$ undoubtedly reflecting 
. . 

change. bu.t confin_ed to only an ex~nely small section of the 
-· 

populati~~ This Change is likely to accelerate the process of 

existing social differentiation based on unequal access to lCJnd. 

There are significant diffet;ences in tfOl:'k•par+...icipation 

rates by differential access to. land~ Large•holdings seem to be 

assoc1a~ with a lower overall participation ~te.:~An.:>ther 



. . ( . . . . 

significant feature is a higher partJ,cipation of women in 

trork .tn all lcutd•Size classes C~sred to. men except among 

the non•operators of lartd or households with very large holdings4! 
. . . 

A ·lower female work-parttcipa t.ion in hcu seholds -t-11 th very la~ 

holdings is pai:'tj.ci.tlarly conspicuous and is indicat.ive of a 

non-tribal pattern wherein the status effec:t results ~ exclu­

sion of m>men from outd~r .e.cemomic work,.; sex•seggregation is 

less clear in most of the works in the traditional sector 

'thfcn.tgh the females ~ sliigbtly rttoJro active· in animal husb<lndi:y 
. . ' . . . 

. . . 

and az:tisan aetivity.· while both me1,1 and Women are e~al pax-

tners in·cultivation Srid gSther_ing ac~vities.: But acttvities 

connected t·lith fomal serviaJS and trade and b\lsiness axe works 

. . . . 
lt is significant that the· segment tihich has moved 

~ll!l'f ~rom land-based Prod;lction .ts la~:gely represented in fonnal 

services ·and trade and busil'less generally dOiilinated by the men 

while ~n remain active .in ·most Of the traditional.· subsis­

tence sec~or of the economy~) A.ie:,l animal J:lusbandry. gathering 

and artisan, activities 1nd$.cating: .gt'OW!ng il)equity between the 

sexes·~, Households with $(~ly· ::imall holdings present a diffe­

rent picture~~ There is a greater equaltty·batween sexes in their 

p~icipation in diverse categ_or1es of wor~ though the major 

concentration is in enaltivation and gath~X'ing'f 



6.,5 'l'he mQdem 1n£luenees seem to accelerate the process 

of incipient soc~al differentiation in a traditional tribal 

order. Hous~hQlds having larger access to land have been quick 

~ responding to etnploymen t available in t.lle modern sector • This 

is bound to bxeak dotm. the egalitarian tribal soeial structure 

based on ttmrks carried out em mutual support and co-operation. 

MoJ:eover •. emplcyment in the service sector by a small segment 

means increased money supply lead$ng to emergence of dispara• 

ties based on T$nal th and income •· 

Employment in the modem sec·tor is likely to brS.ng 

in necessary distinction between \rlOrk and employment•' The formsr 

will be seen as unrem1J.nerat1ve ~d therefore ungainful. whereas 

the latter will be valued leading to a scramble for jobs :in the 

governtn:.1l'lt sec·tor~ This tdll obviously result in the creation 

of a lrage category of •unemployed' people who WOllld remain 

unremunerative for thei"'·P~c::tJ.ve wom.'~ The question of 

unemployment is likely to be severe in view of the fact that 

the modem influences are limited only to a few tertiary employ­

mant and bas very .li_ttle. impact en the creation o£ productive 

avenues of work based on the resources locally available •• I?or 

example.. the sUll in artisan prod•.1ctian is av4Uabla in most 9f 

the households. Animal husbandry is nuch undeveloped despite 

enotmous:·potential for it.if 



The iu\pact of modem eti\Pl~t has a clear gender 

bias. ~he males have been able to respond to the :~rtani~ 

tfbile woman lag. far l)ehJ.nd; This is Uk.ely to c~ta se-x-. 

aeggregat.lora in modeJ:Il elt\Ploynumt and an aeeeletation of .patdax 

cbal values .tnereasingJ.y relsgafW19 wonen to production in th.a 

SUbsistence f0Qd-prot1uei4o# sector • a feature already noticed 
. r 

1ft mo.st non ... ~al soc1etleE>·.•i Tb.S.s may g.radUally aeny the pl'e-

erninent ~:ele the tribal ~· b.ava ·tn the ec.ODCmY with all 1te 

sociological ~lieatlol)s.~· '·' . 

UQ.lel)'$ ~tElU.S.gent in~~nt.lons ·~ made•'i the process 

J.s Ultely t<> _blt'e- d~. 1;he ,ralu.e$ ~<>#· a pe~ant tribal soelal 

o~r and bring tt cl'Oser to tl\~ ~J~trtbal societies,~ The 

evidence from ·the sample v'llags certatnly pxovidas 1ndleat1ons . . . . ' 

6~16 ~~ 1B not easy to su9gast any ~ltorat.lve me~u:es.: 

aowever.t it may be 8\l~gesta.d. th~~ e~fo~ must be made to protect 

·1;he eeolcgiea~ sa~ to avoj;d ~~s~ of the rqaterial base of 

SUbsisten,c:e. of a vast segmen~ of people->; ~c ~pend on non•agranan 
.... ·;;-:r ,:".:l ' . . ~ .~o:: .. ~ . ~--- . -~ 

&escurce base.;~\ std.ll fo·~a~ 1s'' ~hant as the sb1f.t. f~· 

agrarian sectot is l.tJceJy tO ba· l!IPm ~· · £u~~i Already existing 

.~Jq.lls su@. as ~se ~ill, rUus$ft p~~~ must be $.~ngthened 
; . ' . ' . ' ·; . .~-



them. s~rts aust be made to encou~age animal husbandry 

for Which the ee~system bas large. potential.' Technol09ical 

advancement 1n 1ncreas.inq production in ta.-raees and jhJ!m-ateas 

without much· damage to environment is ~ necessary co.nd!.Uon for 

ah'ound ctevelopmant of the. economy . artd provist.Qn of. avenues 

of Wor1('1 · An · 1nte1Ugent policy oi %'eg'1Qf1al development ls 

necessary %'ather ·than memly allowing this bllly· and tribal 

area to meChanically integrate witb ~broader national spa® 

economy,i. This development as the pas.t experiences show t-1111· 

lead to eco-desbuctien a~d an increased dependence of the 

people on tertiary employrneDt.~ 

1'bis study CCllld only teach a few aspects of •woJ:k.' 

·aJld:•eurployment~ in a ~ditlonal Naqa society .. It. is proposed 

to undezstand the problem 1n g,;eater depth th~gb 1ntans1va 

£1e~worlt 1n dlfferen.t areas ot, the ;eg~on 1n a futw:'a 

a-avow::,r 



PLATE. 



PLATE - 1 

A view of the village's .Forest land 

PLATE - 2 

The Jhum-land after f e lling 
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PLATJ:; - 3 

A view of the burning in the jhum-land 

PLATE - 4 

The jhum-land after the burning is over 



PLATE- 5 
A view of the jhum-land and wet land 
corresponding to the slope and valley 
respectively 

PLATE - 6 
Sowing Operation in Progress 



PLl\TE - 7 

Peasants on their way to the jhum-land 
with materials required to construct huts 

Carrying of Fire wood 



PLATE - 9 

Co 1ection of wate r from the village-wel l 

PLATE - 10 

Constructing village road 
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PLATE - 11 

Clearing of village well in winter 

PLATE - 12 

Construction of a house 



PLATE - 13 

Prepa~ing the thatch for the roof 

PLATE - 14 

·~ ThatchiBg of a traditional house 



PLATE - 15 

Artisan production 

PLATE - 16 

Fishing in the river 



PLATE - 17 
A view of the village 



Winnowing 

1 
Winnowing 
made of 

HOUSEHOLD. IMPLEMENTS 

Fan 

tYP<Z ( Jangyitsu): Fan 
bam bop splints which is 

I 

Mat 

Pounding 

<:-----

Baskets 

1 

used 

to seperat rice 
with the husks 

without husk Gnd rice 
remc.v;ed. ( in chaff) not 

PLATE- 18 

Tables 

1 



HOUSEHOLD. IMPLEMENTS 

Wooden &. Bamboo Platters 

Bamboo Spoons Bamboo Mugs 

Mortar & Pestle Water Holder 

(( 

:: 

Bamboo Shoot Container Dp.' Fish Container 

PLATE- JS 
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HOUSEHOlD 

Bamboo Bosket for 
carrying water. 

IMPLEMENTS 

Low Sect made ot bamboo 
sticks and cane . 

Java ( KetsU) made o~ split .. - bamboo 
for storing valuables . 

PLATE- 20 
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AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS 

Oao Holder 

Oao Axe 

(Hatchet) 

Sickle Scraper Rake 

Spade Hoe Digging Sticks 
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DIFFERENT KINDS OF BASKET 

\ 

PLATE- 4.2 
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