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PART ONE
IDEOLOGICAL






CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

In the theory of international politics ideology has so far
been studied primarily as an ingredient of governmental
foreign policy. Whether one accepts the possibility of there
being an ethical or idealistic content in a country’s foreign
policy, relatively if not wholly independent of its power-drive,
or the opposite view held by Morgenthau and others that all
ideology is merely a cloak for the drive for national power
which is supposed invariably to be the basic determinant of
the foreign policy of every country, the accent is on the role of
ideology in forcign policy. It is understood, of course, that
there may be some controversy about the definition of the term
‘ideology’ itself, and the term is generally used in the broad
sense of ethico-political ideals and values.

But this kind of study of the role of ideology in inter~
national politics does not go decp enough. For nbt only in
democracies, but often in dictatorships, foreign policy merely
reflects the ethico-political idecals of an evolved culture operat-
ing in the background, although the particular use to which
these ideals are put in a given situation for purposes of foreign
policy may depend on the exigencies of international relations
as well as the type of government which formulates the policy.
In other words, when two nations confront each other in inter-
national relations, the idcological clement in their foreign
policies is an index of the confrontation of their institutions
and {deals. For a scientific study of the role of ideology in
international politics, thercfore, it is necessary also to investi-
gate the sociological confrontation of nations,

There is another important and related reason why this
should be done. Since international politics has, or at any
rate ought to have, a broader connotation than what may be
called inter-governmental politics, it is unreasonable to confine
the former, ns is generally done, to a study of forelgn policies.
Far-reaching changes are brought about in international
politics by factors other than foreign policy, such as powerful
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nationalist movements or internal revolutions with sociological
moorings, although in the long run their impact is also felt in
foreign policy. For instance, the Japanese national movement
in the second half of the 19th century transformed the entire
character of Far Eastern politics. Similarly, the Indian
national movement ushered in the end of empire and a new
period of resurgence in the politics of Asia and Africa. And
it is impossible to understand the politico-ideological confronta-
tion between India and China, or between China and Japan,
without studying this socio-historical background, which
fundamentally determined the character of this confrontation.

The issue will not be debated here. This book is a case
study of the historical confrontation between the Indian
national movement and the world Communist movement which
establishes the fact, or so the author thinks, that the politico-
ideological issyes of international politics are often fundamen-
tally decided by the socio-cultural confrontation of rational
institutions and values, and represent something more than the
over-simplified concept of the power-drive of national govern-
ments. ¢

Until recently hardly any study of the role of Communism
in Indian politics had been made. The first mentionable work
was written in Telugu in 1943 by Chalasani Vasudeva Rao, and
was called Bharatha Communist Party Nirmana Charithreya
[History of the Formation of the Communist Party of India].!
Saumyendranath Tagore’s Historical Development of the Com-
munist Movement in India?, though not of much scholarly
value, was another such attempt made shortly afterwards.
Jayaprakash Narayan’s Towatds Struggle®, though primarily
concerned with the Indian freedom movement and the role of
the Congress Socialist Party in it, contained some valuable
material on the role of the Communist Party of India in Indian
politics in the 20’s. The booklet, Communist Violence in Indias,
issued by the Government of India in 1849, contained an account
of contemporary Communist activities in the country, Madhu

Vijaywada, Praja Sakti Press, 1943,

Calcutta, Red Front Press, 1944,

Bombay, Padma Publications Ltd., 1946.

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of Indin, 1949,
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION : 5

Limaye’s Communist Party: Facts and Fiction®, published in
1951, was also of some interest. Another book entitled Indian
Communism To-day was published by the same author in 1954.¢
M. R. Masani's The Communist Party in India®, though some-
what sketchy and inaccurate, was better than any of the earlier
publications on the subject. A subsequent publication in the
nature of personal memoirs, Philip Spratt’s Blowing Up India®,
also contained valuable material.

There is also some material published in India on the
specific subject of the activities of Indian Communists abroad
immediately after the October Revolution. Two books written
by Shaukat Usmani, to whom reference will be made later in
this study, entitled Peshawar to Moscow® and I met Sialin
Twice', were published in 1927 and 1953 respectively, and were
in the nature of the memoirs of a Communist. Dr. Bhupendra
Kumar Datta’s Aprakashito Rajnaitik Itihas [Unpublished
Political History],’* first pubished in 1953 in Bengali, also
contains some information on the subject. M. N. Roy's
Memoirs'?, published serially in 1953, contains by far the most
authentic personal record of the activities of Indian Come
munists outside India during the first decade after the Russian
Revolution. Muzaffar Ahmed’s Prabase Bharater Communist
Party Gathan®3, first published in Bengali in 1961 and later
published in English translation under the title, The CPI and
its Founding Abroad, is the latest publication on this subject,
written from the Communist point of view.

Western scholarly interest in Indian Communism was slow
to develop, but when it did, the result was some really good
studies. John Kautsky in his book, Moscow and the Communist

I{yderabad Chetana Prakashan Ltd., 1951.

Bombay, Samant, 1954.

London, Derek Verechoyle, 1954.

Calcutta, Prachi Prakashan, 1935,

Swarajya Publishing House, Banaras, 1927.

10. K. Kurian, Bombay, 1953.

.11. Nahabharat Publishers, Caleutta, 1953.

12. Radical Humanist, Calcutta, and Amrita Bazar Patrika,
Calcutta.

13. National Book Agency, Caleutta, 1061,

PO n
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Party of India,** has established the manner in which, and the
extent to which, Moscow directed the activities of the CPI and
the latter carried out these directives, in the first few years
after Indian independence. Another brilliant and hitherto
unsurpassed study of Indian Communism is Communism in
India's by Gene D. Overstreet and Marshall Windmiller. Using
not only all the existing published material, but also such
hitherto untapped sources as the classified intelligence reports
of the British Government of India and the records of the
Kanpur and Meerut Conspiracy Cases, Overstreet and Wind-~
miller have produced by far the best account of the origin and
development of the Communist Party of India and its foreign
links. The second part of the book also contains an exhaustive
study of the structure, organisation and methods of the CPI.
Another book of great merit, though not quite of the same
class as the work of Overstreet. and Windmiller, is Soviet Russia
and Indian Communism'é by David N. Druhe. This book covers
practically the same ground as the first part of Overstreet and
Windmiller’s book, though for a shorter period.
[}

There is also some stray material on Indian Communism
published in the west. For instance, J. H. Brimmell’'s Com-
munism in South-East Asia'?, Malcolm D. Kennedy's 4 Short
History of Communism in Asia,*® and Sir Percival Griffiths’ The
Changing Face of Communism,® all contain some material on
the Communist Party of India, But in these books the authors

naturally do not attempt any comprehensive study of the
specific subject of Indian Communism.

Taken together, the available published material on Indian
Communism proves beyond any doubt that in its origin and
development the Communist Party of India was not an indigen-
ous growth; that it was launched, inspired, promoted, controlled
and directed by foreign Communist agencies. And this, indeed,

14, Wiley, New York, 1956,

15. TUniversity of California Press, 1959,
16. Bookman, New York, 1959.

17. Oxford University Press, 1959.

18. Weidenfield & Nicolson, New York, 1957,
19, The Bodley Head, London, 1961,
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is generally what all the scholars referred to above have
endeavoured to establish.

It is the contention of the present writer that while sucﬁ»
studies have been quite fruitful in their particular field, they
have dealt with only one aspect, and a relatively unimportant
aspect, of the problem of Indian Communism. That the Com-
munist Parties of the different countries of the world have been
controlled and directed by the Soviet Government and the
Comintern for several decades after the Russian Revolution is
now an established fact. But the foreign connections of the
Communist Party of any particular country can assume special
significance only in the context of the role played by it in
national politics. The greater the importance of a Communist
Party in its national politics, the more significant are its
foreign links. Now, during the period covered by the present
study—from the October Revolution to Indian independence—
the Communist Party of India was not a factor of any great
importance in Indian politics. It did not even function as an
organised group in India until a decade after the October
Revolution. During the period under discussion the political
situation in India was characterized by a broad national move-
ment which, under the towering leadership of Mahatma Gandhi,
included, within the general political platform called the Indian
National Congress, practically all political groups and parties
in India except the Communist Party. It was this broad
national movement which not only fought for and attained'the
independence of India, but also established the fundamental
values, principles and beliefs, on which the domestic and
foreign policies of the independent Government of India have
been based. The Communist Party of India, which, in any
case, was a very small party until Indian independence, was
not only outside the national movement, but actively opposed,
under the direction of the Soviet Government and the Comintern,
every major struggle launched against the British Government
by the national forces under the leadership of Gandhi. For
ascertaining the influence ‘of Communism on Indian politics
during the period under discussion, therefore, it is more
important to study the reaction of the Indian national move-
ment to the theory and practice of Communism, including the
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strategy and tactics of the Soviet Government and the
«Comintern, than to study the foreign links of the CPI; in
.other words, it is necessary to study the attitude of the Soviet
‘Government and the Comintern, in the context of the ideals and
«objectives of the International Communist movement, towards
the Indian national movement, and the reaction of the Indian
national movement, in the context of its ideals and objectives,
national as well as international, to International Communism.
This is the subject of investigation in this study. It seeks to
investigate systematically, for the first time, it is believed, the
mutual attitudes of Indian nationalism and International Com-
munism during the period 1917-1947, and the political conse-
quences of this ideological confrontation, The Communist Party
of India has been generally relegated to the background.

Modern nationalism has been a vast welter of historical
forces, economic and technological, political, intellectual,
literary and artistie, psychological and religious. It has mani-
fested itself historically in so many places and in such a wide
variety of forms, that some authors have designated particular
manifestations of it as economic nationalism, political national-
ism, intellectual and cultural nationalism ete.2? Thus it has
been said that the English nationalism of the 18th century was
political and- cultural. On the same argument the English
nationalism of the 19th century would be economie. It is
further said that in the rest of Europe in the 18th century
nationalism was intellectual and cultural, not political.
Consequent on the French Revolution France experienced a
political nationalism which, when utilized by Napoleon, gave
rise to political nationalism in the rest of Europe. Similarly,
it is held that ‘many countries of Europe and America
experienced in the 19th century ‘liberal nationalism’, also of a
political character. The nationalist movements in Asia and
Africa in this century have been generally characterized as
anti-imperialistic, and, therefore, essentially political, move-
ments.

20, Beec, for instance, Carlton J, H. Hayes: Nationalism: Historical
Development, Encyclopaedia of the Social Sclences, Vol. XI,
New York, 1954, pp. 24-48,
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Since this ‘study is not primarily concerned with the
historical development or the characteristics of Indian
nationalism, it is not possible to dwell at length on this subject.
Some of the characteristics of Indian nationalism which are
relevant to this study will, of course, gradually unfold them-
selves in the subsequent chapters, but only indirectly. 1t is,
therefore, necessary at the -outset to lay down some of the
assumptions and postulates regarding the character of Indian
nationalism on which this study is based.

The present writer -accepts the view of sociologists like
Max Weber,2* Ogburn,?? Veblen,?* and Alfred Weber?* that a
distinction must be made between the materially manifested
and the non-materially manifested aspects of a social situation,
between its economic, technological and political aspects and its
psychological, religious and moral aspects. Alfred Wcber has
reduced this distinction to one between civilization and culture,
and stated that while civilization undergoes a cumulative
growth which can be quantitatively measured, the configura-
tions of culture are “incomparable” and, therefore, inzapable of
quantitative measurement. '

If this view is accepted, it will be seen that all social
changes, and, therefore, all social situations, have a deep-rooted
cultural foundation. The economic, technological and political
ramifications of a given social situation are no doubt of great
importance; indeed, one of these factors may even play a
dominant role in a given case. But the manner in which these
varjous factors are coordinated and utilized by a society in a
given period, as Alfred Weber has observed, depends on its
cultural foundation. Thus a national movement may have its

21, Max Weber: The Protestant Ethde and the Spirit of Capital-
ism, trans. Talcott Parsons, Allen & Unwin, London, 1930; also
Max Weber: The Theory of Social and EKconomds Organize-
tion, trans. A. M, Henderson & Talcott -Parsons, Oxford
University Press, New York, 1947.

22, W, F. Ogburn: Social Change, Viking Press, New York, 1950.

23, T. Veblen: Essays in Our Changing Order, Viking Press, New
York, 1934,

o4, Alfred Weber: PFundamentals of Culture-Sociology, trans.
Weltner and Hirshman, Columbis University, New York, 1939.
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economic, technological and political ramifications, and -in a
particular case, one of these factors may be more important
than the rest. But the over-all objectives and methods adopted
by the movement, the relative priorities assigned to the
different factors in the given situation, the manner in which
they are coordinated within the movement as a whole—all these
are dependent on the relatively stable cultural foundations of
the society in question. In the words of Alfred Weber,
the culture of a society “permeates down with its principles of
structure into the social and civilizational substratum of
historical development and there saturates it.”2

On the basis of this general theory it is now possible to
state that the Indian national movement has had a deep-rooted
cultural foundation which determined its organic character.
Indeed it can be shown, and will be shown in the next chapter,
that the Indian Renaissance of the 19th century, which revived
some of the salient features of traditional Indian culture,
largely determined the organic character, and the ideals,
national 3s well as international, of the Indian national move-
ment. These ideals, in turn, as will be shown in the course of
this study, determined, to a large extent, the reaction of Indxan
nationalism to International Communism.

Another postulate regarding a characteristic of Indian
nationalism must also be laid down here. During the last
hundred years or so, nationalism has undergone a fundamental
transformation in the West. Nationalism has given up its
earlier romanticism and replaced it by “realism’. This realism
has been brought about, among other things, by the generally
materialistic view of the world and human behaviour resulting
from advances in the natural and social sciences including
Sociology, the Industrial Revolution, and the major wars.?
But Indian nationalism, like French nationalism after the
Revolution, has been, or at least had been during the period
under discussion in this study, romantic in outlook, that is,
endowed with a sense of mission for India and the world. In
December 1792, the French National Convention had decreed:

25, 1Ibid, p. 47.
26, For a more detailed analysis see Carlton Hayes: op. cit.
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“The French nation..,.will treat as enemies every pecple who,
refusing liberty and equality or renouncing them, may wish to
maintain, recall, or treat with a prince and the privileged
classes; on the other hand, it engages not to subscribe to any
treaty and not to lay down its arms until after the establish-
ment of the sovereignty and independence of. the people whose
territory the troops of the [French] Republic shall have
entered and until the people shall have adopted the principles
of equality and founded a free and democratic government.”
The Indian national movement also set itself the romantic task,
as will be seen in the next chapter, of reforming the world
through non-violence, national self-determination for all peoples,
racial equality, international cooperation and human brother-
hood. Therefore, it is postulated here that Indian nationalism
was, especially in its international outlook, romantic.

As regards International Communism, the assumptions on
which this study is based are as follows:—

1. That International Communism was, during the period

under discussion, an organic whole with ovtr-all global
strategy and tactics;

2. That there was no fundamental distinction between the
Soviet leadership and the Comintern;

3. That the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and its
leaders, the Soviet Government and the Comintern
represented International Communism;

4. That the articles etc. appearing in the various Soviet
and Comintern journals and newspapers generally
represented the official views of the international Com-
munist movement.?!

97. - These assumptions are based on such studics as:—

Max Beloft: The Forcign Policy of Soviet Russia, Oxford
University Press, 1052,

Jane Degras: Soviet Documents on Forcign DPolicy—3 Vols,
Oxford University Press, 1931, 1932 and 1933.

Jane Degras: The Communist International: Doouments—2
Vols, Oxford University Press, 1056.

Gunther Nollau: Intcrnational Communism and T¥orld Revolu-
tion, Hollis & Carter, London, 1961.

-
i

n
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It is possible to carry out the investigation undertaken
here either on a regional basis, and then to generalize the
findings for the whole of India, or to study the subject from an
all-India point of view, and then to regard the findings as
applicable to all the regions. Either approach would be per-
fectly legitimate from the viewpoint of scientific investigation.
But on account of the very poor state of preservation of local
historical material in India, and the fact that the subject of
the investigation is rather broad, the all-India level of analysis
has been chosen for purposes of this study. That is to say,
the reaction to International Communism of only such
nationalist individuals, groups, movements, periodicals and
newspapers etc. has been investigated as are of an all-India
character.

The same method has been adopted with regard to Inter-
national Communism. The attitude to the Indian national
movement of all or any of the Communist Parties and organiza-
tions of the world has not been investigated on a regional bhasis.
Attention l}as been mainly focussed on the Soviet Union and
the Comintern, on the assumption, as stated already, that they
represented International Communism at the world level. The
writings of such Indian Communists associated with the
Comintern as M. N. Roy and Virendranath Chattopadhyaya
have not been given any great weightage in assessing the
attitude of International Communism ° towards the Indian
national movement.

It is necessary to explain some important points regard-
ing the scope of the investigation at this stage. In. the
first place, this study goes into the cultural founda-
tions of the ideals of Indian nationalism; but it does not,
generally speaking, do so in the case of the principles and
objectives of International Communism, although reference
may have been made sometimes to some relevant historical
facts. International Communism during the period under
investigation may have been just a glorified form of an
aggressive and romantic Russian nationalism, or something
more, or something quite different. This question is not
discussed in this book; the principles and objectives of Inter-
national Communism have been treated as given, and attention

. .
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has mainly been focussed on the reaction of Indian nationalism
to the ideological offensive from without.

Secondly, this book does not deal with the attitude of the
Soviet Government and the Comintern towards the British
Indian Government or vice versa. It is concerned solely and
exclusively with the mutual attitudes of the purely nationalist
movement in India and the international Communist movement.

The work is divided broadly into three parts. Part I
consists of three Chapters, of which the first is introductory.
In the second Chapter the major ideals of Indian nationalism,
their nature, basis and evolution have been discussed in some
detail. The third Chapter deals with the principles and objec-
tives of International Communism. Thus Part I contains a
discussion of the ideological background of the mutual attitudes
of Indian nationalism and International Communism.

Part II consists of six Chapters, from the fourth to the
ninth. Chapter Four is concerned with the attitude of the
Soviet Union and the Comintern towards the Indian national
movement during the period 1917-1921. Chapter Five ‘discusses
the reaction of Indian nationalism to the Russian Revolution in
particular and International Communism in general, during the
same period. The next two Chapters follow the same pattern
for the period 1922-1929. Chapter Eight contains a study of
the attitude of International Communism towards Indian
nationalism during the period 1930-1947, while Chapter Nine
deals with the attitude of the former to the latter during the
same period.

Thus the general pattern of Part II is that for each of
three periods there are two Chapters, the first dealing with the
attitude of International Communism and the second with that
of Indian nationalism., The three periods into which the book
has been divided in Part II broadly synchronize with important
phases of the Indian national movement, coinciding, as far as
possible, also with the broad oscillations of the attitude of
International Communism.

Part III consists of only the tenth and last Chapter, which
sums up the findings of the entire study and attempts to arrive
at some general conclusions,
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The author had to debate in his mind the advisability of
writing the third chapter on the ideals and objectives of the
world Communist movement in its present form. It would be
difficult, he felt, to follow the historical unfolding of the
confrontation discussed in this book, year by year, without
constantly having in the mental background a systematized and
vivid picture of the ideological motivations of both the sides.

Even so, had the book been written only for the Western
~ countries, where the ideological character of the world Com-
munist movement during the period under discussion is
relatively well known, this chapter would have been consider-.
ably abridged, if not omitted altogether. But in India there is
so much naivete or ignorance regarding the traditional inter-
national objectives of the world Communist movement, that it
was considered advisable, in order to promote an adequate
understanding of the rest of the book, to present the third
chapter in the present form.

A word ought to be said about the use of the term Inter-
national Communism in the title of the book and various other
places ineit. Undoubtedly, the character of the world Com-
munist movement has changed profoundly in recent years. The
Yugoslav recalcitrance beginning in 1948, the ferment in
Eastern Europe that developed soon afterwards, and the
current Sino-Soviet conflict which began roughly in 1956, have
all resulted in the break-up of the unitary and monolithic
character of the movement and introduced an element of multi-
polarity within the Communist world. Indeed it is highly
doubtful whether there exists any longer a unified international
ideology or movement which can be called International Com-
munism. But it is equally true to say that such a unified and
monolithic movement did certainly exist until 1947, and to a
considerable extent even afterwards, until the beginning of the
Sino-Soviet conflict. And it is this monolithic international
Communist movement, with the common international control
centre located in Moscow, operating through a  kind of
diarchical division of functions between the Soviet Government
and the Comintern, which posed the ideological challenge for
the Indian national movement during the period covered by this
book. The use of the term International Communism would,
therefore, seem to be amply justified for purposes of this book.

t



CHAPTER TWO
SIX IDEALS OF INDIAN NATIONALISM

In this chapter some of the major ideals, national as well
as international, adopted.and developed by the Indian national
movement since the Indian Renaissance of the 19th century,
have been briefly analysed from a historical point of view.
These are: anti-imperialism, anti-racialism, Asianism, inter-
nationalism, non-violence and democracy. Needless to say,
some of these ideals, especially those of non-violence and
cooperative internationalism, were far too lofty and romantic
to be practised by a whole nation, or even its leaders. It would,
therefore, be wrong to suppose that these ideals have been
wholly lived up to by the Indian nation during the struggle for
freedom, or afterwards. Indeed, very few ideals have ever
been truly practised in history by large numbers of people,
unless they have been rather inferior ones. Absolute ideals
have always been the despair of the masses as well as of
politicians. Yet social groups and nations do constantly set up
high ideals, more as an index of their aspirations than of their
achievement. When a particular group or nation endeavours
to meet an external onslaught on its institutions and values, it
raises the banner of its absolute ideals which alone can inspire
a sufficiently high degree of courage and confidence. Such were
the ideals of Indian nationalism, more of an aspiration than an
achievement, useful’ nevertheless against whatever external
forces might challenge the basic institutions and fundamental
values of the Indian society. One of the major conclusions of
this book is that it was primarily the strength of these
indigenous ideals of Indian nationalism, irrespective of the
actual achievement, that prevented the international Com-
munist movement from making any significant headway in
India between the Russian Revolution and the independence of
India, the period covered by this book, in spite of the relent-
less efforts directed by it to this end.

15

. N.D_,. {29 )



CHAPTER THREE

SOME IDEALS AND OBJECTIVES OF INTERNATIONAL

R COMMUNISM

In the previous chapter the major ideals ‘of Indian
nationalism and their evolution were briefly discussed. In this
chapter some of the principal ideals and objectives of the world
Communist movement, namely, proletarian internationalism,
the sovereignty of violence, “liberation of the dependent
peoples”, consolidation of the “socialist camp”, and dictator-
ship, will be similarly analysed. From this purposive juxtaposi-
tion of the two sets of ideals it will be seen that the Communist
ideals, in spite of the confusing names of some of them, are
fundamentally opposed to those of the Indian national move-
.ment. The principal thesis of this book is that it was the
conflict of these two sets of ideals, both powerful in their own
way, that determined the outcome of the unceasing efforts made
by the international Communist movement to influence and
capture the Indian national movement, an outcome that was
favourable to Indian nationhlism,

In recent years radical changes have taken place within
the Communist world., The so-called “socialist camp” is no
longer the monolithic unit it used to be until about 1956, when
the Sino-Soviet conflict may be said to have started. The
Soviet Union seems to have altered radically, if not the
traditional ideals themselves, at least the methods of their
international implementation during the last decade or so. It
is evident from the nature of the sharp conflict between the
Soviet Union and China that the latter country alone, with the
support of such small countries as Albania and that wing of
the Communist Parties of the Asian, African and _Latin
American countries which is sympathetic to its poinit of view,
has been vigorously upholding the traditional ideals of the
world Communist movement discussed here. This book is,
however, a historical study, ending with 1947, and is, therefore,
needless to say, unaffected by the recent changes.
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CHAPTER FOUR
BEGINNINGS OF A POLICY (1917-1921)

I
MARX AND LENIN ON INDIA

Marx believed that in destroying the agro-industrial base
of India Britain was carrying out a fundamental socio-economic
revolution and laying the foundations for the growth of a
Western type of civilization which, according to Marx, was far
superior to the Indian type. “Now, sickening as it must be to
human feeling”, observes Marx, “to witness those myriads of
industrious patriarchal and inoffensive social organizations
disorganized and dissolved with their units, thrown into a sea
of woes, and their individual members losing at the same time
their ancient form of civilization and their hereditary means of
subsistence, we must not forget that these idyllic village com-
munities, inoffensive though they may appear, had always been
the solid foundation of oriental despotism, that they restrained
the human mind within the smallest possible compass, making
it the unresisting tool of superstition, enslaving it beneath
traditional rules, depriving it of all grandeur and historical
energies. We must not forget the barbarian egotism which,
concentrating on some miserable patch of land, had quietly
witnessed the ruin of empires, the perpetration of unspeakable
cruelties, the massacre of the population of large towns, with
no other considerations bestowed upon them than on natural
events, itself the helpless prey of any aggressor who deigned
to notice it at all. We must not forget that this passive sort
of existence evoked on the other part, in contradistinction
wild, aimless, unbounded forces of destruction, and rendered
murder itself a religious rite in Hindustan. We must not
forget that these little communities were contaminated by
distinctions of caste and by slavery, that they subjugated man
to external circumstances instead of elevating man to be the
sovereign of circumstances, that they transformed a self-
developing social state into never changing natural destiny,
and thus brought about a brutalizing worship of nature....
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CHAPTER FIVE
INITIAL IMPACT ON INDIA (1917-1921)

I
GENERAL POLITICAL SITUATION

~ While Lenin and the Comintern, owing to their ‘scientific”
faith in their own deductions from Marxist theory regarding
the politico-economic situation in India and the stage of the
Indian freedom movement, were dreaming of a proletarian
revolution in India and endeavouring to promote this revolution
by all means at their disposal, the actual political situation in
the country was far from revolutionary. It is true that the
founding of the Indian National Congress in 1885 was a
manifestation of the growing resentment of the Indian people
against British rule. As already stated, the Ilbert Bill of 1883
as well as other concrete manifestations of the British policy
of racial discrimination had added a measure of racial hatred
to the anti-colonial sentiments of the people. At the beginning
of the twentieth century certain militant elements had grown
inside the Indian National Congress under the leadership of B.
G. Tilak and Aurobindo Ghosh. The Swadeshi Movement
against the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon was a fairly
organized mass movement, and had spread to many other
provinces from Bengal. Although the movement was primarily
non-violent, there was a considerable amount of violent activity
on its periphery. The Morley-Minto Reform of 1919 failed
dismally to assuage the strong nationalistic feelings which
had been aroused in the preceding decade. As the First
World War gradually developed, expectations arose about self-
government at the end of the war, and the Home Rule move-
ment gathered momentum under the leadership of. Annie
Besant, In 1917 Mahatma Gandhi laid the foundation of the
satyagraha movement by his work among the indigo cultivators
of the Champaran district of Bihar. It was in this situation
that the British Government announced in August, 1917, that
their policy was one of “the gradual development of self-
governing institutions with a view to the progressive realiza-
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' . CHAPTER SIX
METHOD IN OSCILLATIONS (1922-1930)

Between 1922 and 1925 M. N. Roy, operating from Berlin
in his capacity as a leading member and ‘head of the Eastern
Section’ of the Comintern, succeeded in launiching some kind
of a Communist movement in India. For this work. the
Comintern made available to Roy £120,000 in July, 1922;
£120,000 in November, 1922; and £2,000 in February, 1923.2
As a result of this Comintern activity through Roy, small Com-
munist groups were organized in at least five major cities of
India in 19222 In November 1925 a ‘“Labour Swaraj Party of
the Indian National Congress” was formed in Calcutta, in
December, 1925, a rudimentary Communist Party of India was
formed at Kanpur;® in February, 1926, a “Peasants’ and
Workers' Party”.* The Communists also succeeded in infiltrat-
ing to some extent into the Indian National Congress’ and in
achieving considerable gains in the trade union movement.
Fyom 1926 onwards, according to the decision arrived at by
the Comintern, the Communist Party of Great Britain started
taking the initiative in organising the Communist movement in

1. From December, 1922, onwards, M. N, Roy was a member of the
Executive Committee of the Communist International.
Overstreet and Windmiller: Communism in India, pp. 97-98.
David N. Drube: op. cit.,, p. 55; and Overstreet and Windmiller:
op. cit,, p. 44, Zinoviev, the President of the Comintern, wrote
in 1922 that ¢‘with the help of the Executive Committce [of the
Comintern} organised Communist parties and groups have becn
formed in such countries as Japan, China, India, Turkey, Egypt
and Persia, that is, in countries where cven at the time of the
Third Congress we only had weak circles of supporters. These
partics are still weak in number but the kernel is at least there’’.
See RIIA: The Communist International, 1919.1943, Documents,
Vol. I, 1956, p. 326.

Overstreet and Windmiller: op. cit., p. 79,

Ibid, pp. 77-79.

Ibid, pp. 79-80.

For the best available account of M, N. Roy’s activities in
Berlin and their effects in India, sce Overstreet & Windmiller:
op. cit., pp. 40-81; see also David N, Druhe: op. cit., pp. 46-73.
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‘ CHAPTER SEVEN.
INDIAN NATIONALISM ASSERTS ITSELF (1922-1930)

I

GENERAL POLITICAL SITUATION

The period between 1922 and 1928 was a lean one for the
' Indian national movement, being characterized by the suspen-
gsion of the non-cooperation movement and Gandhi's partial
withdrawal from active politics, serious dissension within the
Congre_ss, and communal disturbances on a wide scale, '

- The Non-cooperation Movement had been 'progressing
satisfactorily and had achieved remarkable success by early
1922 when it assumed the character of a nation-wide movement.
Then the British Government was scared. In his telegraphic
report to the Secretary of State for India, dated the O9th
February, 1922, the Viceroy said: ‘“The lower classes in the
towns have 'been seriously affected by ‘the non-cooperation
movement.... And although [its] influence....has been
much smaller in the rural tracts generally, in certain areas the
beasantry have been affected, particularly in parts of the
Assam Valley, United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa and Bengal

Religious and racial feeling at the same time is so bitter
that the Government of India are prepared for disorder of a

more formidable nature than has in the past occurred, and do - '

not seek to minimise in anyway the fact that great anxiety is
caused by the situation”.! The then Governor of Bombay also
admitted: “He gave us a scare. Gandhi’s was the most colossal
experiment in world history, and it came within an inch of
succeeding”.?

It should be clearly understood, however, that the Non-
cooperation Movement, although, it had stirred up millions into
spontaneous action, represented nothing like what the Russian
Bolsheviks would understand by a revolution. It is true that

1. Michael Brecher: Nehru: 4 Political Biography, Oxford Univer-
sity Press, London, 1959, pp. 78-79.
2, TIbid, p. 79.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM, THE WAR AND
INDIA (1930-1947)

I
PERSISTENT ATTACKS ON THE CONGRESS_AND
ITS LEADERS

The policy of opposing the Indian National Congress in
particular and the Indian nationalist movement in general, and
of the rapid building up of a mass Communst Party in India
totally opposed to the Congress, which was adopted at the
Tenth Plenum of the Comintern, was continued by the Soviet
Government and the Comintern until 1935, In an “Open letter
from the Young Communist International to the All-India
Youth Congress and to all Young Workers and Peasants of
India” the Comintern came out with another instalment of its
attack on the Congress. It declared that the Indian ‘National
Congress actually retarded the revolutionary movement, that
it had long ago betrayed the Indian masses and could not lead
their fight against British imperialism. It advised the workers
and peasants of India to sever all contacts with the Indian
National Congress as well as the Independence of India League,
to “disclose their falseness and treachery” and to show them
up to the people as assistants of British imperialism. They
were also advised to “drive the traitors, the phrasemongers”
out of their ranks.?

In December, 1930, another important document entitled
“Draft Platform of Action of the Communist Party of India”
was published by Inprecor. It was made to appear as having
been written by Indian Communists for publication in the
Comintern press, but it is probable that it was a Comintern-
inspired document, if not actually written by high Comintern
officials. The “Draft Platform” observed that “the greatest
threat to the victory of the Indian revolution” was the illusion
which the Indian masses still harboured about the Indian

1. International Press Correspondence, January 9, 1930, p. 25.
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APPENDIX 1: SOVIET VIEW OF THE INDIAN FREEDOM
. MOVEMENT
THE CRISIS OF BRITISH RULE IN INDIA AND THE NEW
PHASE OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE’S STRUGGLE
FOR' FREEDOM 40 '
By A. M. DyAkov
Doctor of Historical Science

Events which have taken place in India after World
War II show clearly how imperialist colonialism is reaching a
crisis. India, from the point of view of resources, is one of the
most productive colonies, with a powerful national bourgeoisie
and a large proletariat. The history of the national freedom
movement in India is a long cne. India is a burning example
of how after World War II the powerful national bourgeoisie
supported imperialism. Here we find that the proletariat has
appeared as an independent force in the struggle for complete
liberation from the clutches of imperialist domination, and that
the powerful and well organized bourgeoisie has shaken hands
with imperialism, so that an inevitable struggle has developed
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.

The objective conditions for the anti-imperialistic revolu-
tion in India have been in existence for a long time. Already
before World War I the organized national movement against
British domination was a force to be reckoned with, After the
victory of the October Socialist Revolution, which had a
tremendous effect on India, the national movement attained a
mass character. India marched ahead of the other. colonial
and dependent countries in respect of the struggle for freedom.
While speaking at the Third Congress of the Comintern in 1920
about the awakening of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples
Lenin had observed: “British India stands in the forefront of
these countries and in it the revolution will progress propor-

40. Translated from A, M. Dyakov: Krizis Angliiskogo Gospodstva
¥ Indii i Novii Etap Osvoboditelnoi Borbi ee Narodov, in Krizis
Kolonialnos Sistems, Akademia Nauk 8.8.8.R., Moscow, 1949. -
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. APPENDIX II: COMINTERN VIEW OF THE RELATION BETWEEN THE
OCTOBER REVOLUTION AND THE INDIAN FREEDOM MOVEMENT.
THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION AND THE PEOPLES OF THE
COLONIAL AND DEPENDENT COUNTRIES*!

By W. LEITNER

Once again have the enthralled peoples of Asia, Africa and
South America become the object of a bloody imperialist
contest among the capitalist Great Powers. Once again are
Negroes, Arabs and Hindus in Africa and Asia being incited
against each other by their masters in a conflict, the only
outcome of which can be, no matter which side wins, to bind
the chains of colonial slavery on them all the tighter, if they
do not themselves defeat the calculations of the imperialists.
The situation to-day differs considerably from thut which
prevailed during the last world war., The interval between the
last imperialist war and the present was marked by a powerful
movement, in which the colonial peoples for the first time
advanced their claim to liberty and a decent human existence.
The present war cannot but have its effect upon this historical
process, which is of immeasurably greater import to the history
of humanity than all the “victories” of the imperialists. ... '

The October Revolution has also had a great influence on
the development of the struggle for liberation of the people of
India. In 1853, Karl Marx, with the prophetic eye of genius,
foretold the revolutionizing effect which the breaking down of
India’s peasant and artisan communities by the invasion of
* British capitalism would have. The capitalist development of
India not only -undermined an ancient form of society; it also
paved the way for the invasion of modern ideas and for the
gradual emancipation of India’s intellectual life from the
mysticism and obscurantism of the old society. The October
Revolution, by putting the ideas of socialism into effect, helped
greatly to accelerate this process. '

‘41, Communist International, November, 1940, pp. 764-77.
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Lol .o . CHAPTER NINE -

THE HIGH 'I'IDE OF SYMPATHY (1930-1947)
I

vEanae ¥ -xw‘ - P R
s Srb e A ey . oy

) THE INDIAN POLITICAL SCENE

The annual session of the Indlan Natxonal Congress, held‘_
" in Calcutta in December, 1928 had approved a Constltutmn for

India baged on the All Parties. Report submltted by, M.otllal

Nehru. and intimated that. if the British Government falled to

accept it within a year, the Congress would start a movement

for complete independence. .. ... .. . ,

‘In October 1929 the cheroy, Lord Irwm, ‘had proposed a
conference between the 'British Government and representatives
of . Indian ‘'opinion to ‘discuss the question ‘of ' Dominion Status-
for Indla. All the political partles including the Congress had.
accepted the basi¢ proposal and indicated their’ ‘willingness to-
sit w1th the Bntlsh Government at a Round Table Conference,
draw up a Constltutxon for India on the’ prmciple of 'Dominion.
Status; that the maJonty ‘of representatives at the Conference
be Congressmen that all political prisoners be released at once;
~ and that in the interim’ perxod India have a Domlmon Govern- ,

ment, as far as practicable. ' R R RN

As no definite assurances were forthcoming, ‘at the’ Lahore:
Congress of December, '1929, the Independence Resolution was.
passed and’ prepa.ratlons launched for the struggle for indepen--
dence, although there was ‘as yet mo clear ‘idea as to the
concrete “shape this - struggle was to take.' January 26, ‘1930,
was fixed as Independence Day; when a- pledge of independence:
was to be taken by the masses' throughout the country, as a
prelude to a Civil Disobedience Movement. This day was
solemnly ‘and peacefully “celebrated by vast masses of’ people ‘
all over the . country and it 'revealed “the’ earnest and enthu-
siastic mood of the’ country" 1 - Before - Civil *Disobedience-
actually started, ’Gandhi ‘gave' the Congress ‘léaders ‘“the’

1. Jawsharlal Nehru: An Autobiography, p. 209,
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' CHAPTER TEN

. RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT: IDEOLOGY AND
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS ’

Indian nationalism, as manifested in the Indian freedom:
movement, was largely the_outcome of the Indian Renaissance
of the 19th century which revived India’s past traditions and
gave Indians a sense of intrinsic greatness, suppressed,
it seemed to them, only by foreign domination. At the end’
of the 18th century India was a thoroughly demoralized naltion;f
but at the end of the 19th a powerful nationalism was already
forging ahead in the country. This rebirth was brought about
by a variety of factors, the most important of which were the'
rediscovery of ancient Indian history, literature, ksc1ence,:
philosophy and art by Western scholars, the unification of India’
under British rule, the laying of the material foundation of
social stability and growth by the British Government through
a system of communications, administration and law, and thei
impact of Western education. :

But Whatever had been the factors responsible for & the
Indian Renaissance, the net result was that India was resur-
rected, as it were, out of her own grave; the ideals and values
regenerated by it belonged fundamentally to the Indian tradi-
* tion.- Acceptance of some aspects of Western thought, espe-
cially French and British political thought, was indeed both a
cause and a consequence of the Indian Renaissance; but what-
ever was imported from the West was wholly absorbed in and
synthesized with the regenerated Indian culture. Moreover, it
is characteristic of a renaissance that the regenerated values
are essentially romantic and aggressive, and the Indian Renals-i
sance was not an exception.

The first offensive of the resurgent and aggressively roman--
tic Indian nationalism was directed naturally against the British.
rule. In their new mood the Indian people found the shackles
of foreign domination far too stultifying and oppressive, and
decided that no progress could be achieved unless these shackles
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